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OPLNING
Im  (OmMPANION (APTAIN Of TH¢ GUARD, AR ALL PRESENT SUPLR €NCELLENT MAST4RS?
(G Im, ALL PRES4NT AR€ S€ MASTERS, €X(£PT TH¢ (ANDIDATS.
Im IS THE SANCTUARY S€CURLLY GUARD4D?
(G 1 WILL ASCRTRIN AND R€PORT. (OMPANION STAWARD, $<€€ THAT TH< SANCTUARY IS $<€(UR<LY
GUARD4D.
S GO« TO DOOR, OP£NIs IT AND sAYS:
(OMPANION $<NTINLL, A (OUNAL OFf S€ MASTRS 1S ABOUT TO B£ OP£N4D. TAKE DU£ NOTI(£
TH€R€Of AND GUARD ACCORDINGLY.
(LOS€S DOOR AND GIVES ™= *** *** = ANSWERED BY S€NTINEL
(OmPANION (APTAIN Of TH¢ GUARD, W< AR< DULY GUARD4D AND TH< SANCTUARY IS S€(UR<.
(G Im, TH€ SANCTURRY IS S€CUR€LY GUARD<D.
IM  WHAT IS TH¢ HOUR?
(G ITIS THE TIM€ Of TH€ $€(OND WATCH.
Im > <InCE IT IS THE TIME Of THE S€(OND WAT(H, LLT US R€PAIR TO TH¢ HOLY ALTAR AND O#£4R

UP OUR ADORATIONS TO D«ITY, £OR HIS PROTE(TING (AR AND £AVOR.

MEMBERS AND (ANDIDATES REMAIN STANDING IN PLACE. THE OLHI(€RS ADVANCE AND KN€€L AT TH¢
ALTER ON THEIR LEFT K€€ RIGHT €LBOW RESTING ON RIGHT K€€, fOREHEAD RESTING ON
HAND, HATS ON HEAD, ACCORDING TO J€WISH (USTOM. AFTER SILENT PRAYER:

ARISE, LET €ACH R€PAIR TO HIS STATION. (DONE)
I NOW D4(LARC A (OUN(IL Of $¢ MASTERS DULY OP£N«D. *
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RECPTION

Im  (OMPANION RE(ORD«R, IS THER< ANY BUSINLSS TO (OML BLLOR« THIS (OUN(IL?

R€C 1M, S€VERAL COMPANIONS, S€L£(T MASTERS, ARE D4SIROUS OFf B<ING INTRODULD INTO TH<
MYSTERILS OFf THE DEGREL OF SUPLR €N(LLLENT MAST4R.

Im  (OMPANIONS, YOU HAVE HEARD TH¢ ANNOUNCLMLNT Of THE RE(ORD4R; If TH(R< IS NO
OBJL(MON W& WILL (ON{4R TH D£GRE€ UPON THEM.

(OmpPANION (ONDUTOR Of TH¢ (OUNCIL, YOU WILL PR€S4NT TH¢ (ANDIDATS.
TH€ (ANDIDATES ARE FORMED INTO LiN€ ON THE WEST SID€ Of THE ALTAR.
(OMPANION (ONDUTOR Of TH¢ (OUNAL, WHOM HAV€ YOU THER€?

(C Im, S€V<RAL COMPANIONS, ROYAL AND S£L£(T MASTLRS, WHO AR€ D4SIROUS Of B<4ING
INTRODUD INTO TH MYSTERILS OF THE DEGREE OF SUPLR £X(£LLENT MASTLRS.

Im 7O Anb/DATEs: WHY DO YOU (OMm« AT THIS TiM<?

(C W€ ROUAL AND S€L€(T MASTERS, HAVING H€ARD TIDINGS THAT TH¢ PLOPLL Of ISRA<L AR TO B«
LIBLRATLD, D«4SIR€ TO (AST OUR LOT WITH TH€ SUP£R €NC£LLENT MASTERS. W< HAVL THEREFORK,
PRESANTAD OURS£LVLS SO THAT If IT M€<TS YOUR PLEASURE W€ MAY H€R€ AND NOW ASSUM«
TH€ VOWS Of TH¢ (RAAT.

Im  HOW SAY YOU, IS J€HOVAH TH¢ ONLY AND TRU€ GOD?

(C  He IS, AND W€ WORSHIP ONLY Him.

IMm 1N WHAT SPIRIT Of MIND DO YOU WORSHIP HIM?

(C 1IN £AITH.

IMm  HAVE YOU <V4R BOWLD DOWN TO GRAVLN IMAGES OR WORSHIPAD OTH(R (ODS?

(C W< HAv< NOT.

IM  AR€ ALL TRU€ MASONS YOUR BROTH<RS?

(C  TH<Y AR<.

IMm 1N WHAT SPIRIT Of MIND DO YOU R€GARD TH«M?

(C  WITH LOV< AND £RI€NDSHIP.

IMm DO YOU AKNOWLLDG£ THE YOWS YOU HAVE PREVIOUSLY TAK<N?

(C W<DO.

IM  HOW WILL YOU OBS£RV£ TH¢M AND TH¢ ON& Of THIS D4GR4€?

(C  WITH £ID<LITY.

THRE€ (ANDIDATES MAY B€ Us€D AT TH€ ALTAR.
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Im

IT IS WELL, WITH £AITH, £RIENDSHIP AND £ID4LITY MAY W< €V€R DW<LL, AND UND<R THIS PLEDG«,
ADVANCE, KN€<L AT OUR ALTAR AND ASSUM< THE VOW.

(ANDIDATLS KN€€L ON BOTH Kn<<S, BOTH HANDS R4STING ON AN ALTAR AS IN TH€ MAST4R
MASONS DLGR&£.

YOU WILL SAY "I, JOUR NAM<, AND R<MAIN SILENT: OF MY OWN £R<< WILL AND ACCORD, IN
THE PRESENCE Of ALMIGHTY GOD AND THIS (OUNCIL Of SUPLR <N(£LLENT MASTERS, DO H4R<BY
AND H€R€ON MOST sOLEMNLY AND SINCLR€LY PROMISE AND SWLAR THAT I WILL ORLV4R K€<P
AND (ON(LAL THE S€(RLTS OFf THIS D€GR<< AND WILL NOT R€VLAL THEM TO ANYONL LN(€PT IT
B¢ TO HIM OR TH&¢M TO WHOM TH€Y Of RIGHT B£LONG.

| fURTHCRMOR< PROMISE THAT | WILL (ONFORM TO AND ABID£ BY TH& R€GULATIONS Of THIS
DLGR€£ SO £AR AS THY SHALL (OM< TO MY KNOWLLD (4.

| fURTHERMOR< PROMIS< THAT | WILL GIV€ M<AT, DRINK, AND LODGINGS TO ALL POOR,
WORTHY (OMPANIONS, ACCORDING TO TH4IR N€<DS AND MY ABILITIES, AND WILL D4£<ND TH<M
IN DANGLR SO £AR AS TRUTH, HONOR, AND JUSTIC, MAY WARRANT.

| fURTHCRMOR< PROMISE THAT 1 WILL NOT ASSIST OR B£ PRES4NT AT TH¢ (ON{4RRING Of THIS
D£GR€< ON ANYONE WHO HAS NOT R€(£IVLD TH< PRL(4DING D4GR<4S, FROM £NT4R<D
APPRLNTI(€ TO S£L€(T MASTLR INCLUSIVE, 1IN A JUST AND LAWAUL MANNER, TO MY £ULL AND £NTIR<
SATISFACTION.

| fURTHCRMOR< PROMISE THAT | WILL NOT BOW DOWN TO OTH4R (ODS, NOR PAY R<LIGIOUS
ADORATION TO IDOLS, THAT | WILL NOT WORSHIP TH¢ SUn, MOON, OR STARS Of H<€AV<N, BUT
IN GOOD £RAITH AND (ONS(£N£, AND TO TH€ B4ST Of MY ABILITY WILLING WORSHIP AND
S€RV€ TH¢ ONLY LIVING AND TRU€ GOD.

TH€ (LASS AND TH€ ACTIVE (ANDIDATE WILL NOW R£P<AT RFTLR M<:

ALL THIS | MOST SOLLMNLY AND SINCER4LY PROMISE AND SWEAR WITHOUT <QUIVO(ATION,
MLNTAL R€SERVATION, OR S€(RLT €VASION IN M€ WHATEVCR, BINDING MYS£LF UND4R NO L€SS
PNALTY THAN THAT Of HAVING MY THUMBS (UT Off, MY €Y<S PLU(K<D OUT, my BODY BOUND
WITH (HAINS Of BRASS, AND (ARRIKD TO A STRANG< AND DISTANT LAND, SHOULD | KNOWINGLY
OR WILLFULLY VIOLATE THIS, MY SOL€MN OBLIGATION AS A SUP£R €X(LLLENT MAST4R, SO H4LP
M€ GOD AND K&<P M« STEAD4AST.

ARISE. | WILL NOW INV4ST WITH YOU WITH TH€ SIGNS, GRIPS AND WORDS Of THIS D£GR44:

THIS IS TH¢ DU€ GUARD: HANDS (LOS«S, THUMB <XT<ND<4D, (ROSS THUMB AND RAIS£ UP. IT
ALLUD4S TO TH¢ P£NALTY OFf YOUR OBLIGATION, AND IS TH€ SIGN WITH WHICH YOU SALUT< TH¢
PRESIDING OF£I(€R WHLN £NTLRING OR R<TIRING £ROM A (OUNCIL OF SUPLR €N(£LLLNT
MASTLRS.

THIS IS THE £IRST SIGN: HANDS (LOS4D, THUMBS £XT<ND<D, ARMS (ROSS£(D ON TH& BRLAST, RIS€
ARMS UP; PUT THUMB TO <Y<. IT ALSO ALLUD«S TO TH€ P<£NALTY.

THIS IS THE S€(OND SIGN: RIGHT HAND (LOS4D, £IRST AND $€(OND £ING4R <XT€ND<D, POINT TO
YOUR OWN £yY«S, TH€N DART THEM £ORWARD HORIZONTALLY. THIS ALSO ALLUD4S TO TH<
P£NALTY.

THIS IS TH€ HAILING SIGN: RIGHT HAND (LOS4D, TH<N £XT<ND<D. MAK€ A ZIG IAG MOTION £ROM
LEAT SHOULD4R TO RIGHT HIP. THIS ALLUD4S TO TH€ (HAINSG Of BRASS.
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WORDS A(COMPANYING ZR-H<R-LA-H€R-BON, SIGNHYING REMLMBLR THE DLSTRUCTION.

THIS IS THE PAST GRIP (G/¥em. IT IS THE SAM< AS THE PASS GRIP OF A MARK MASTER, €X(£PT THAT
TH€ THUMBS AR€ RAISAD, PRLSSING €ACH OTHER ALT<RNATLLY.

PRASSWORD: SO-L<£<-MAH

THIS IS TH€ TRU€ GRIP (/). TAKE PASS GRIP WITH BOTH HANDS. (RIGHT UP) ARMS (ROSS4D.
ON€ SAYS SAU, THE £IRST KING Of JUD4A, THE OTHER 14D<KIAH, TH¢ LAST KING Of JUD<A.

YOU WILL NOW B£ S<AT4D.

THE €MBLEMS Of THIS DLGR<£ AR€ THE SQUARL, THE TRIANGLE, AND THE (IR(L€. THLIR
SUMBOLISM WILL NOW B< <XPLAIN<D TO YOU.

TH€ SQUARE 1S ONE Of THE MOST SIGNIIANT Of THE <MBLEMS Of MASONRY. ITS FOUR
£QUAL SID4S SUBTEND4D BY fOUR PLRF€(T ANGLLS, SUMBOLIZE TH€ #OUR (ARDINAL VIRTULS,
WHICH AR< IMPRINTAD UPON TH¢ M€MORY AND £NGRAVEN UPON TH< V4RY SOUL Of €V£RY TRU<
MASON: TEMP<RANCL, FORTITUD4, PRUD£N(£ AND JUSTICL.

IN MASONRY €V€RY PLRE€(T ASHLAR MUST B€ TRU< AND SQUARS, IN ORD4R THAT TH¢ STRU(TUR
MAY POSSLSS STRENGTH AND B<AUTY, €ACH LIVING STON€ MUST B£ SQUARLD BY TH< SQUARE Of
TRUTH AND VIRTU£, IN ORD<4R THAT TH¢ MASONIC <DI£IC€¢ MAY (ONTINU€ TO HOLD ALOAT ITS
HORARY H€AD, (ROWNLD WITH MAJ4STY AND (LOTHD WITH STATELY LIN<S, TO B IN THE £UTURS,
AS 1N THE PAST, THE WOND4R AND ADMIRATION Of ALL AGS.

TH€ TRIANGLE OR D4LTA IS €<MBLEMATIC Of D4ITY, ITS THR€€ €QUAL SID<S R€PRLSNTING HIS
OMNIPOTLN(L,, HIS OMNISA€N€ AND HIS OMNIPRLSENCE; HIS UNIVERSAL POWLR, UNIVERSAL
KNOWLLDG£ AND UNIVERSAL PR€S€N(£.

IT ALSO SUMBOLIZLS TH TRIUMPH Of fR<£MASONRY OV4R IGNORANCL, INTOLLRANCL, AND
BIGOTRY, TH¢ THR€£€ GREATEST €N<MI€S OF HUMAN LIBLRTY AND PROGRSS. IT ALSO TEACHS TH<
THR€€ GRLAT VIRTULS, £RITH, HOP< AND (HARITY, R<MINDING US OF OUR TRIPLE DUTILS AS
MASONS, THOS< W& OW£ TO GOD, TO OUR NIGHBORS AND TO OURSLY4S, TCACHING £AITH
IN GOD, ALL-WIS£, ALL-POW4R{UL, AND ALL-M<RCI£UL; HOP< IN TH< ULTIMATE TRIUMPH Of TRUTH
OV4R €V€RY fORM Of €RROR, AND (HARITY, OR LOVL, £OR ALL MANKIND, €SP<(IALLY OUR
BRLTHR4N.

THE (IRCL€ 1S AN €MBLEM OFf £RICNDSHIP, THE SA(RED LAW IN TH€ (€NT4R, LIKE TH¢ BLAZING STAR
IN THE MOSRAIC PAVAMLNT, IS AN £€MBLEM Of DIVINE PROVID4N(«, TH¢ RADII FROM WHICH V€RG4
IN DIRL(T LINES TO €V€RY PART Of TH¢ (IR(L€, AND £ND IN THAT. IT IS ALSO <MBLLMATI( Of
TH¢ (IR(L€ Of OUR MORAL DUTILS, RE€MINDING US Of TH POINT WITHIN A C(IRCL€ IN TH¢
£NTLR€D APPRLNTI(L DLGRL. IT IS £URTHER AN <MBLEM Of €T€RNITY, HAVING N<ITHLR BLGINAING
NOR £ND. THIS €MBLEM €NCOURAGS THE HOP£ Of A £ULL INMORTALITY BY £AITH IN TH<
DIVIn€ PROMISE.

PROLOGUE

WLL(OME GULSTS AND (OMPANIONS, THE DRAMA Of THE LAST KING OF JUD€A RE£4RS TO
(IRCQUMSTANCLS, WHICH OCCURRLD DURING TH€ SI€G€ Of J€RUSALLM BY N<BUZARADAN,
(OMMAND4R Of TH€ ARMY Of TH€ KING Of BABYLON. TH< DRAMA IS INTEND4D TO R£PRLS4NT
TH€ £INAL DLSTRUCTION Of TH€ KING SOLOMON'S T€MPL< AND TH< (ARRYING AWAY Of TH
(APTIVE J<WS TO BABYLON.

THE OPLNING SC£N€ REPRESENTS THE (APTIVES IN BABYLON, UNDLR THE DIRC(TION Of £1€KI€L,
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THE PROPHAT. H<R<€ IN THCIR DARKLST HOUR, UND4R A fORLIGN D4SPOT, TH€R¢ (AM£ TO TH<M
FROM TH< SACRED LAW A PLACEFUL LIGHT £ROM H<AVEN, PROMISING A £INAL RESTORATION TO
THE S(£n€S Of THEIR FORMER GLORY.

TH€ $€(OND S(«n€ O THIS DRAMA IS LAID IN ON& Of THE APARTMLNTS OF TEMPLL, AND TH<
£V€NTS NARRATLD THR€IN, OCCURRLD IN TH< LAST HOUR Of TH< LAST DAY Of TH¢ THIRD, AND
LAST S1€G€ Of J€RUSALEM. Z£D<KIAH, TH€ LAST AND TWLNTICTH KING Of JUD4A, WAS UPON TH<
THRONE. HIS INFID<LITY TO HIS VOWS, HIS (ONT<MPT £OR TH< PROPHLT Of (OD, AND HIS
(OWARDLY A(QUILS£n« TO HIS £ALS€ (OUNCILORS AR€ fAITHFULLY D4PI(T4D.

TH€ THIRD S(€N€ REPR€SENTS NEBUCHADNZIAR, KING OF BABYLON, WITH HIS (OURT AT RIBLAK.
JERUSALEM HAD B<£N TAKEN, ZED<KIAH WAS A £UGITIVE AND (APTIVE, HIS ARRAIGAMLNT AND
T€RRIBL€ PUNISHMLNT £OLLOWS. 110N IS D£SOLATL.

SCEN€ (HANGE TO AT 11, SC€n€ 1.
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PROLOGU£ TO ACT I, S£n< |

THE £IRST SC£N€ REPRESANTS A TYPICAL INCIDLNT IN THE (APTIVE LK€ OFf THE J€WS 1N
BABYLON, WHER€ TH€Y W4R€ TAKEN AFTER THE £ALL OF J€RUSALEM IN THE €L€VENTH
U€AR Of TH< REIGN OFf T4D<KIAH, TH¢ LAST OF TH< JUD4AN KINGS.

H€R€ YOU $<€ THEM In THEIR (APTIVITY AND THAT Of THLIR P£RJURLD KING. TH<Y
HAVE B€<N TOILING IN THE N€ARBY £1€LDS AND AR R€TURNING TO (AMP. TH€Y
GATHER AT TH (LOS€ Of TH¢ DAY, WHER< THE PROPHAT <I€KIAL S€€KS TO
(ONSOL« THEM BY R€ADING FORM THLIR SA(R€D WRITINGS. TH¢ PROPHLT
JER€MIAH 1§ 1IN J€RUSALEM.

A LONG LIN€ OF J€WSs, VERY WERRY, €NTER FROM TH¢ SOUTH DOOR WITH
VARIOUS TOOILS. B€HIND THE LIN€ IS A PERSIAN OVERSE€R WITH A WHIP,
€NCOURAGCING THE J€Ws TO MOVE. THEY MOVE PAST A WELL WHERE €Z€KIAL GIVES
CAH. THE PROESSION L€AVES THROUGH THE NORTH DOOR AND RETURNS WITH
STONES. THEY MOVE TO THe ALTAR, STACK THE STONES, AND ASSUME ATTITUD<S OF
ReST.

READING: HOW SHALL W< SING TH€ LORD’S SONG IN A STRANGS LAND? I |
fORGAT THE€, O J€RUSALEM, L€T MY RIGHT HAND £ORG«T H<R CUNNING. I | DO
NOT R<M£MB£R TH<£, L€T MY TONGU< (L£AV4 TO THE ROOL OF MY MOUTH, If |
PRE£CR NOT J€RUSALEM ABOVL MY (HI<f JON. (PSALMS (KKAVIL, 9-€)

READING: HOW DOTH TH¢ (ITY SIT SOLITARY, THAT WAS £ULL Of P£OPLL! HOW IS
SH€ BC(OM« AS A WIDOW! SH€ THAT WAS GR4AT AMONG TH< NATIONS, AND
PRINCESS AMONG THE PROVINCLS, HOW IS SH€ B€(OM< TRIBUTARY?

SHE WLLPLST SOR€ IN THE NIGHT, AND H4R T<ARS AR< ON H€R (H€€KS. AMONG ALL
H€R LOV4RS SH< HATH NON€ TO (OMFORT H€R; ALL H€R fRIENDS HAVE D4ALT
TREACHEROUSLY WITH H€R, TH€Y ARE BL(OM£ HLR €N<MILS (LAMENTATIONS I-/-2)

SINGING IN SORROWAUL YOI(€5: BY BABLL'S STREAM W< SIT AND W44P; OUR T4ARS
£OR 710N £LOW; ©OUR HARPS ON DROOPING WILLOWS SL€<P; OUR H€ARTS AR<
£ILLED WITH WOKX.

READING: BY RIVERS Of BABYLON THER€ W€ SAT DOWN; Y<A, W€ WEPT WH<N W<
R€¢M£MBLR4D ZION. W< HANGAD OUR HARPS UPON TH< WILLOWS IN TH¢ MIDST
TH€R€OA. fOR TH€R< TH€Y THAT (ARRIXD US AWAY (APTIVE R€QUIRLD Of US A
SONG, AND TH€Y THAT WASTAD US R€¢QUIRLD Of US MIRTH, SAYING, SING US O«
Of TH€ SONGS Of TION. (PSALMS CKKKVII: 1-3)

SINGING AS B¢£ORE OUR WALLS NO MOR< R€SOUND WITH PRAISE; OUR T€MPL<
£OL£S DLSTROU; JUD<A'S (OURTS NO OR< UPRAIS TRIUMPHANT SONGS Of JOU.

READING: JUDAH 1S GONE INTO (APTIVITY BL(AUSE Of RLLICTION, AND B£(AUS£
Of GREAT S€RVITUD; SH< DWLLLTH AMONG TH€ HEATHLN; SHE £INDLTH NO R4ST;
ALL H€R PLRSL(UTORS OVLRTOOK H4R BLTWL<N TH€ STRAITS. THE WAYS OFf ZION
DO MORN, B£(AUSE NONE (OM£ TO THE SOLEMN £€ASTS; ALL HER GAT4S AR<
DLSOLATE; HER PRIESTS SIGH; H4R VIRGINS AR€ AL£LICTAD; AND SH€ IS 1N
BITT<RN4SS. HER ADVERSARIES AR€ THE (HIC£, HER <N<MI€S PROSPLR; fOR TH
LORD HATH RA£ALICTED H€R £OR TH¢ MULTITUD€ Of H4R TRANSGRLSSIONS; HER
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(HILDR<N AR€ GONL INTO (APTIVITY, BLFOR< THE £N<MY. (ZAM. /-3, 9.5)

H€R€, MOURNING, TOIL THE (APTIVE BANDS; OUR £€ASTS AND SABBATHS (£AS€; OUR
TRIB£S, DISP<RS<D THROUGH DISTANT LANDS, ARE HOPLLLSS Of RELLASL.

A (OURIER €NTERS HASTILY AND PRESENTS A SCROLL TO £Z€KI€l. THE (OURI€R
RETIRES.

A MLSSAGE FROM J€R€MIAK!

THe (COMPRNIONS RISE (ROWD RROUND <Z€KI<L AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLL.
€Z€KI€L READS:

THUS SAITH TH¢ LORD Of HOSTS, TH¢ GOD Of ISRALL, UNTO ALL THAT AR<
(ARRILD AWAY (APTIVLS, WHOM | HAVE (AUSLD TO B€ (ARRIXD AWAY £ROM
J€RUSALEM UNTO BABYLON, BUILD Y€ HOUS4S, AND DWXLL In TH¢M, AND PLANT
GARD4NS AND £AT TH€ £RUIT O TH<M.

TAKE Y€ WIVES AND BLG4T Y€ SONS AND DAUGHT4RS, AND TRAK<E WIVLS OR YOUR
SONS, AND GIV€ YOUR DAUGHTERS TO HUSBANDS, THAT TH<Y MAY B<AR SONS AND
DAUGHT4RS, THAT Y¢ MAY B< INCR€ASED TH€R€, AND NOT DIMINISH(D.

£OR THUS SAITH TH¢ LORD, THAT AfT4R S€V€NTY Y€ARS B< ACCOMPLISHAD IN
BABYLON, | WILL VISIT YOU, AND P£RFORM MY (OOD WORD TOWARD YOU, In
(AUSING YOU TO R<TURN TO THIS PLACK.

£OR | KNOW TH< THOUGHTS | THINK TOWARD YOU, SAITH TH¢ LORD; THOUGHTS
Of PLAL, AND NOT Of £VIL, TO GIV€ YOU AN £XP£(T4D <ND. (J€R<MIAH XXIN:4-
6, 10, 1)

(SING 1N MOR€E POWERAUL VOI(€5) THEN SHALL THE €V£R-GRACIOUS POWLR TO US
PROPITIOUS B¢, (HALD4ANS SHALL OUR RA(L R€STORS, AND KINGS PROCLAIM US
£R€£.

AND NOW, MY (OMPANIONS, L€T US TO OUR RLST. TH¢ TASKS OF TOMORROW
AWAIT US. W< SHALL N<<D ALL OUR STR<NGTH Of BOTH MIND AND BODJ.

L€T US €NDUR€ WITH PATIENCE HAVING £AITH IN J€<HOVAH AND HIS PROMISLS.

L€T US B€ <V4R £RITHFUL TO OUR PLL(DG«S AND OBLIGATIONS AND TRU< TO OUR
GOD, OUR BR<THR<N AND OUR ££LLOWMLN.

SO MAY W€ <V€R WALK IN £AITH, PROMOT< £RI<NDSHIP AND PRACTIC£ £ID4LITY.

(OMPANIONS TAKE UP THEIR STONES AND €MIT THROUGH NORTH DOOR,
FOLLOWING €Z€KI€L.

£ND S(£n€ |



SUPLR €X(LLLENT MAST4R
4/15/2003
SCEN€ 2, THE (OURT Of 14D<KIAH, LAST KING Of JUD4A

PROLOGU£ TO S(£N< 2
LAYOUT, SLID< 3

SEM, Act 2
Scene 2

$t

72} [0}

ScE2E52

o) o

EZE235E2

ONQO&)O)@B

Rk

- — N e <o E e~
E <




SUPLR €X(LLLENT MAST4R Il
4/15/2003

S(en€ 2, THE (OURT Of Z4D<KIAH, LAST KING Of JUD<A
PROLOGU£ TO S(£N< 2

p

41

41

#1

YOU HAV< JUST HAD AN INTIMATION Of TH€ S€RVITUD< AND SADN<SS Of A
P€OPL€ IN (APTIVITY. HOW TH<Y (AM< TO B< IN SUCH (ONDITION IS THE SUBJ£(T
MATTI4R Of TH< TWO $(£N<S THAT fOLLOW.

THE NEXT SCEN€ REPRESLNTS THE (OURT OFf Z4D<KIAH AT J€RUSALLM. THIS WI(K<D
AND £AITHLESS KING HAD B£< B£SIEG4D WITHIN TH¢ WALLS Of HIS (ITY £OR
£IGHTE€N MONTHS AND TH€ S(£n€ SHOWS TH¢ LAST DAY Of THAT SKEG€, (LOSING
WITH TH¢ (RPTURE Of TH¢ (ITY.

THE SCn€ B€GINS JUST AFTR A HERALD HAS BROUGHT R€PORTS FROM TH< WALL
Of TH¢ (ITY.

THE SCEN€ OPENS WITH Z€D<KIAK, HIS (OUNAL AND (ONCUBINES RAVELING IN LUST
AND PLEASURE. AFTER A SHORT INTERLUDE A TRUMPET SOUNDS. A HERALD
APPROACHES WITH A SCROLL APPROACHES G€D<LIAH AND HANDS IT TO HIM, THeN
RETIRES. GEDLLIRK READS THE SCROLL #€ SITS BACK DOWN AND DROPS TH€
SCROLL ON THe FLOOR

PRINCE G<D<LIAH, WHAT N€WS BROUGHT TH¢ H<RALD?

STANDING, AND R€MAINS STANDING THAT N€BUCHANDNLIIAR, KING Of BABYLON
APPROA(H4S WITH INNUMLRABLE FOR(«S AND £ILLS TH€ (ITY.

HOW DID TH€Y R€PORT TH¢ <n<my?

THAT W€ WAS FORMIDABLE AND VICTORIOUS, APPROACHING TH< KING’S PALACL, AND
WITHIN R £€W fURLONGS OFf TH< TEMPLE, AND £VERYWHER IS UNHALLOWLD
RAVAG€ AND D<VASTATION.

MIGHTY SOV€R€IGN, B£€ NOT DIS(OURAGD, | PRAY TH€£, BY TH€S< £ALS€ R€PORTS.
TH€ KING Of BABYLON SHALL NOT PREVAIL AGAINST THE£. 1| MYS€LF HAVE LEARNED
THAT KING N€BUCHADNLIIAR HAS B£<N (OMPLLTELY OVLRWHLLM<D BY YOUR
ARMI<S AND YOUR NOBLE ALLILS, THE €GYPTIANS.

THERE IS A DISTURBANCE AT THE DOOR. TH€ K€€P€RS GO QUICKLY TO TH¢
CNTRANCE. J€REMIAKN £ORCES HIS WRY INSID€ THé DOOR.

HINDLR M€ NOT. | WILL $€€ TH€ KING, | WILL $€€ TH€ KING.

ADVANCES AND ADDRESSES THE KING. JER<MIAH HAS €S(APLD £ROM PRISON.
JEREMIAH! WHY (OM«S H€ HITHLR?

TO JEREMIAK, WHO IS B€ING RESTRAINED BY THE KE€P€RS:

J€R€MIAKH! THOU DIDST PROMIS TO ABID IN TH¢ (OURT Of TH< PRISON. WHY
HAST THOU (OM< WITHOUT MYy (ONS«£NT?

| HAVE A MESSAGE THAT WILL NOT WAIT.

KE€PLRS, GO H€N(£ UNTIL YOU AR€ (ALLLD.

THE KE€P€RS GO BACK TO TH€IR STATIONS, THEN K7 (ONTINUES:
AND NOW J<R€MIAH, THY MLSSAGL.
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ADVANCES TO THE CENTER Of THE CHAMBLR.

THE £AT€ Of ISRALL, HER (ITY AND TEMPLE, HANG TR€MBLING IN TH€ BALANCE. THIS
DAY - NAY, THIS HOUR — MUST D<(ID<€ I TH¢ KINGDOM £OUND4D BY J€HOVAH,
AND TH¢ TEMPL€ €R€(T4D BY SOLOMON HIS S€RVANT, SHALL TOGATH<R AND
FORLVLR (£AS€ TO B£. €R€ THE (O(K(ROWS SHALL IT B€ D4(ID4D ¥ THOU B¢
IND££D TH€ LAST KING Of JUDAH. £OR THIS REASON, THLREFORL, | HAVE (OM«
TO TH<€, O KING. | HAVE (OM< TO (ONJURL TH£ TO LEAVE O£f THY IMPI€TIES
AND TRANSGRLSSIONS AND TO TAKE (AR€ Of THAT WHICH IS RIGHT, AND N<ITHER
TO GIV€ <AR TO THOS< WICKLD ADVISRS, NOR TO YKLD (R4DIT TO TH4IR £ALS<
PROPH«S1€S WHO HAVE D<LUD4D TH<£. TH€Y TOLD TH<€ THAT TH< KING Of
BABYLON WOULD NO MOR< MAKE WAR AGRINST TH<£, AND THAT TH¢ KING Of

£GUPT WOULD MAK< WAR AGAINST HIM AND (ONQU4R HIM. TH€Y TOLD TH€ RFT4R

N€BUCHADNLIIAR HAD LAID S1€G< TO OUR (ITY, THAT TH€ KING Of €GUPT (AM<
WITH A MIGHTY ARMY TO DRIV< TH¢ BABYLONIANS AWAY AND THAT TH¢ ARMY Of
N€BUCHADNZIAR HAD GIV€N UP TH€ SI€G<, HAVING B&<N DRIVEN AWAY BY TH¢
£GUPTIANS. AND THEN THEY STE€P4D THY SOUL IN FORGATAULNLSS. THEY £ILL(D
THINE €ARS WITH UNHOLY MUSIC. TH€Y (ATCR<D TO THY PL€ASURS WITH WIn< AND
TO THY LUST WITH HARLOTS AND (ONCUBINS. TH€Y TOLD TH€€ NOT THAT TH<
£GUPTIAN ARMY HAD B£ ROUTED AND D4STROUY<D, BUT I T£LL THE€ THAT TH<
BABYLONIAN ARMY HAS AGAIN RLNEWLD THE SI€G£, THAT €V€N NOW TH€Y MAK< A
PASSING BR€ACH IN TH¢ WALLS, AND THAT TH€Y MAY B< UPON US AT ANY MOM«AT.
LO, | PROPH«SY.

HEEPERS DROP TO THEIR KNé€s N ATTITUDE Of £€AR.

BLFOR€ ANOTH4R DAWN SHALL LIGHT4N TH€ €ASTERN SKY TH€ SOLDIKRS Of
N€BUCHADNLIIAR SHALL THRONG TH¢ (OURTS Of TH¢ T€MPLE AND €VERYWHLR€
SHALL B€ UNHALLOW4D RAVAG AND D4STRUCTION.

LORD, HAV< M<R(Y.

| $6€ THEC, © KING, A £UGITIVE UPON TH< PLAINS Of J€RICHO.

LORD, HAV< M<R(Y.

| $€€ THE€ (AUGHT LIKE A SKULKING DOG, THY SONS SLAIN BLFOR€ THINE €Y.
LORD, HAV< M<R(Y.

| $€€ TH€< BOUND IN (HAINS Of BRASS AND (ARRIKD A (APTIVE TO BABYLON.
LORD, HAV€E M<R(Y.

| $€<€ TH¢ HOLY PLACL D4£ILLD BY TH€ SOLDICRS OR N<BUCHADNLZIAR, AND TH<
SHEKINAH D<PART4D £ROM ISRALL FOR£VLR.

LORD, HAV€ M<R(Y.

ALL THIS MUST B€ UNL€SS THOU R€P<£NT.

RIS€ AND APPROACH G€D€LIAN.

(ONK€ERS WITH HIS (OURTI€RS.

444D HIM NOT, © KING. HIS TROUBLLS HAVE MAD< HIM MAD.
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TH¢ OLD mMAN’S MIND WAND<RS.
LONG (ONfIN€M£NT IN PRISON HAS UNSLTTLED HIS R€ASON.
IT WAS €V€R HIS WONT TO PRATE Of NAUGHT BUT WO< AND LAM<NTATION.

JEREMIAH, 1 LONG HAVE LOV4D TH€ AND HAVE OFT4N LISTEN€D TO THY WORDS. |
HAVE HEARD AND B£LIEVAD AGR€£ING TO THAT WHICH THOU HAST SAID AS TRU<, Y«T
NOW DO | R€(ALL THAT €V€R THY SAYINGS WER€ HEAVY WITH TALELS OF WOKL.
NAUGHT <€LS€ HAST THOU <V<R DINN<D INTO MIN€ €ARS. THY SOUL WAS SUR<LY
B£GOT "N4ATH GLOOMY SHAD4S. FOR TH<£ THE SUN N€VLR SHINS, LOV4RS DO
NOT LOV, BIRDS DO NOT SING, NOR £LOWLRS BLOOM. (ANST THOU NO, ©
PRILST, PROPHSY PLLASANT THINGS?

WOULDST THOU HAV€ M« M<RRY WHILE D<ATH HANGS OVLR OUR P£OPLE?
WOULDST THOU HAV€ M« SP<AK LIGHTLY WH€N D4STRUCTION BROODS OV4R OUR
(ITY AND T<MPL€? U<T, £AIN WOULD | PROPHSY PLEASANT THINGS — Y<A, V4RILY, |
BRING TH€€ GOOD TIDINGS 1¢ THOU WILT BUT R€P£NT. R<P<NT AND | WILL PRAY
TH€ LORD (GOD Of ISRALL £OR TH<£. THE HOSTS Of N<BUCHADNLIIAR AR<
THUND4RING AT OUR GATLS, YT I THOU WILT R€P£NT, €V£N NOW, TH¢ GOD Of
OUR #ATH€RS WILL D£LIVER TH€€ OUT Of HIS HANDS. LIST4N TO TH¢ PROMISE:

THUS SRITH THE LORD GOD Of ISRALL: (SO MUsi() “TH€N WILL | BUILD TH&<€ UP
AND NOT PULL TH¢€ DOWN; TH<N WILL | PLANT TH¢€ AND NOT PLUCK TH<€ UP £OR
| REPLNT M€ OFf THE <VIL | HAVE DONL THE£. B< NOT ARAID Of TH< KING Of
BABYLON. B€ NOT AFRAID OFf HIM, SAITH TH¢ LORD, £OR | AM WITH TH¢€ TO
SAVE THEC AND TO D4LIVLR TH€ 4ROM OUT HIS HANDS, AND | WILL SHOW
M€R(1€S UPON TH€<, THAT THOU AND THY (HILDR€N SHALL DW<LL IN TH< LAND
FORLVLR.”

MUSIC CEAsES.
THEN SHALL TH¢ PROPHE(Y SPOKLN BY <I€KI€L B€ TURNZD BACK.
HA! He SPLAKS Of THE PROPHL(Y Of LILKILL. RETIRES TO (T THE SROLILS.

| PRAY TH€€; JUDG< THIS MATTCR WITH AN €V€N MIND. YON PROPHLT DID SAY THAT
THOU SHOULDST GO BOUND TO BABYLON, <Z€KI€L DID SAY THAT THOU
SHOULD4ST N€V4R <€ BABYLON.

H€R€ AR€ TH ROLLS. | PRAY TH€€ (OMPAR< THM.
TH€Y (ANNOT BOTH B< TRU.

CHAMINES ROLLS. THEN, TO JE€R€MIAK

HOW SAYLST THOU Of £1€KI€L? 1S H€ A TRUL PROPHLT?
£LLEKIEL IS A PRICST AND PROPHLT Of TH LIVING GOD.
AND THOU, ART THOU ALSO SU(H?

U<A, OH KING, 1 AM ALSO SUCH.

£1€KI€L DID SAY THAT | N€V4R SHOULD $<< BABYLON.
U<A.
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K1  AND THOU SAULST | SHALL B¢ TAKN BOUND TO BABYLOM?

] Y.

KI  BUT HOW SHALL | B£LI€VE YOU BOTH?

] DRAREST THOU JUGGLE WITH THE WORDS OFf PROPHE(Y?

KI  THOU HAST NOT ANSW4RD MY QU&STION,

] ON& MOR< ANSWER THOU MY QU4STION, AND TAKE Hé€D TO THINE ANSWAR.
WILT THOU R<P4NT AND B£COM¢ OB4DI4NT?

KL (ONFARS WITH HIS (OURTIERS,
JEREMIAK! GO THY AWAY.

| (KDEELING BEFORE THE KING)
OH, KING, THOU $44ST THAT WHICH NO MORTAL MAN £V€R SAW BLFORE. A PRIST
AND PROPHAT OF ISRALL KN€€LING TO ANY SAVE HIS GOD. D4AR PRINCE, RELENT.

KI GO THY WAY!

] 1GO. RIS
U4S, | GO. FAREWLLL. HENCLFORTH THOU SHALT S€€ MY #A(¢ NO MORE FOR<V4R.
STARTS TO GO OUL HESITATES, THEN TURNS AND SPERKS TO Z¢DEKIAN
AND NOW WILL | R€AD TO TH£ THE RIDDL, THE ANSW4R TO WHICH THOU DOST
NOT GUSS. BOUND THOU SHALT GO TO BARYLON. BARYLON THOU SHALT NOT
$6€, FOR RAT4R THE KING OF BABYLON SHALL HAVE WRE(KED HIS VENG<ANCE UPON
THEE, THOU SHALT GO SIGHTLESS.
JEREMIAH €HITS.

G FOLLOWS JEREMIAH TO THE DOOR AND STAADS, LOOKING OUT,

KPS FOLLOW G€D€LIAN TO THé DOOR AND STAND, LOOKING OUT.

KL CXAMINES ROLLS, THEN TO GEDELIAK:
(AD<LIAN, TAKE THES€ ROLLS AND PLACE THEM IN THE ARCHIVES.

G STAADS STILL AND (ONTINVES TO LOOK,

KL LOUDLY: (AD<LIAN!

G TURNS AND SLOWLY APPROACHES THE KING, LOOKING BACK OVER HIS SHOULDER.
TAKES THE ROLLS AND STARTS TO LEAVE.

KI  HOW NOW, G<D<LIAK; WHY THIS RUEFUL (OUNTENANCE? THOU ART AS (HERLESS AS
JON WO4-B€GOTI4N OLD MAN.

G OH KNG, MY SOUL IS £ULL OF HEAVINESS, €V€N UNTO D4ATH.

KI  WHEREFORE?

G THOU HAST REFUSED TO HARKEN UNTO TH¢ VOI(¢ OF GOD SP4AKING THROUGH
HIS PROPH4T.

KI  THOU HOLDAST IN THY HANDS TH¢ ROLLS AND KNOW4ST THEIR TESTIMONY IS NOT

LIRITN g
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ALIKE.

U<A OH KING, | KNOW; BUT MY SOUL QUAK<S WITH TH€ £€ARFUL IMPORT Of HIS
WORDS.

DOST THOU TH€N BLLI€V€ H€ SPOKL TRU€?

U< © KING. | WOULD STAKE MY Lis€ UPON HIS WORDS Of PROPH£(Y.
HESTTATES.

(O!

TH€ SOLDILRS Of N€BUCHADNLIIAR HAVE D4£IL4D TH¢ HOLY Of HOLILS AND TH<
SHCKINAH HAS D£PARTLD. TH¢ (OURTS Of TH< TEMPLL AR< £ILL(D WITH (ARNAGX.

GD<LIAN! IS TH€R€ NO WAY Of £S(AP£?

NON&, SAVE BY WAY Of TH< KING'S GARD4N, B£TWL€N TH¢ WALLS, BY TH€ PRIVATS
£NTRANCL LEADING OUT TO TH¢ PLAINS Of J4€RI(HO.

BY THAT WAY W< WILL MAK< OUR <S(AP<.

TH€ KING, GUARDS, (OURTIERS, AND H.P. RUSH OUT, €XITING IN SOUTHEAST.
OPTIONALLY PURSULD BY (HALD€ANS WHO <NTER FROM TH¢ WEST AND RUSH €AST.
I W€ US€ THIS GELELIRH AND THE KE€P€RS WHO REMAIN MUST HID £FROM TH€
PERSIANS. THERE IS A PAUSE fOLLOWED BY A TRUMPET SOUNDING.

A HERALD €NTERS RFTER THE TRUMPLT IS HEARD.
WHAT TIDINGS Of TH< KING?

TH< KING, WITH HIS HOUS<HOLD AND ALL HIS M<n Of WAR £14D BY WAY Of TH<
GATE B€TW<N TH€ WALLS, WHICH IS BY TH€ KING'S GARD4N, AND TH¢ ARMY Of TH<¢
(HALD4ANS PURS4D HIM AND OVLRTOOK HIM UPON TH< PLAINS Of J€RICHO AND
ALL HIS ARMY W€R< S(ATTCR<D £ROM HIM.

OH J€R<MIAH, J<R€MIAN! BRING J<R€MIAH HITH<R.

THE IT KE€PER RETIRES, AND RETURNS WITH JEREMIAK. THE 20 AND 20 KE€P€R #ALL
IN BEHIND THEM AS THEY PASS BY. ALL FOUR MOUNT THE DAIS. THE FT K€€P€R
PASSES TO GLDLLIARS LE£T, TO A POSITION JUST BHIND HIM, £ACING INWARD. TH€
20 AND 20 KE€PLRS STOP OPPOSITE G€D€LIAH AND THE FT K€€P€R AND FACE
THEM. JEREMIAH STEPS BETWELN AND £ACES WEST. G€D€LIAH AND THE KE€PERS
SHOULD QUARTER £ACE TO THE WeST.

WHY $€ND4ST THOU £OR M<? WHY ART THOU SO (AST DOWN? WHAT N€WS Of TH<¢
KInG?

TH€ KING, WITH HIS HOUS€HOLD AND ALL HIS m€n Of WAR £14D BY WAY Of TH<¢
GAT< B€TWL£N THE WALLS, WHICH IS BY TH< KING'S GARD4N, AND TH¢ ARMY Of TH<
(HALD<ANS PURS<D HIM AND OVLRTOOK HIM UPON TH< PLAINSG OFf J€RICHO AND
ALL HIS ARMY WER< SATT€R4D £ROM HIM. ALAST OUR YOUNG M£N AR (APTIVL,
OUR OLD M«N AR< SLAIN; THE SWORD Of THE €N<MY PR<VAILS.

G AND #PS DROP TO THEIR KNe€s AND BOW THEIR HEADS, DPRESS€D.
K€€l WITH G, BOWING THEIR HEADS, DEPRESSD.
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AS Iif SOLILOQUIZING, REALETIVELY:

VLRILY, V4RILY, THE PROPHSI€S OFf THE S€RVANTS Of GOD AR€ fULFILLLD.
JHOVAH R€IGNLTH! THUS SHALL THE WICKED (OM« TO D4STRUCTION. JUDAH IS
VANQUISHD AND H4R P<OPL€ MUST SUL£<R 1IN (APTIVITY.

n A £IkM YOIc€:

BUT TH¢ LORD GOD Of ISRALL (G AND #PS LOOK UP QUICKLY AT J€R€MIAK) WILL
NOT fORSAK< HIS PLOPLE. “I WILL RAIS€ UP MIGHTY M<n AMONG TH<M,” SAITH
TH€ LORD, “ AND TH€Y SHALL R€TURN TO TH< LAND Of THCIR £ATH€RS.” IT IS £OR
US WHO R<MAIN TO K<<P ALIVL TH¢ YOI« Of GOD UNTIL THEIR (OMING. ARISE (/
MOTIONS THEM UP AND G AND KPS RIS€ TO THEIR €T, LOOKING INVENTIVELY AT
/) U€ SERVANTS Of THE MOST HIGH, RENEW (7 RAIS€S HIS RIGHT ARM TO £ORM A
TRIANGLE WITH G AND KPS WHO ALSO RAIS€ THEIR RIGHT ARMS) YOU PLED (£ Of
£IDLLITY TO TH¢ LORD GOD Of ISRALL. PLANT D<4P (/, G AND KPS PLACE THER€
RIGHT HANDS ON THEIR LAT BREASTS AND LT ARMS DROP) IN YOUR H<ARTS TH¢
T€RRORS Of INFIDLLITY. GO £ORTH AND AID TH¢ WORTHY POOR AND L<AD TH¢
FALTERING TO A HIGH€R D<YOTION. “MAKE R€ADY £OR TH¢ DAY Of TH<IR
(OMING £OR TH€Y SHALL R€TURN,” SAITH TH€ LORD. |, J€R<MIRH (G AND #PS
DROP ON LEAT KNé€ BRING PALMS Of HAND TOGLTHER IN FRONT Of N€K, €N1DS
OF £IND€RS L€VEL WITH CHIN 1N PERAE(T THBLEAU) HAVE PRO(LAIMLD TH<
PROPHSY. L€T YOUR (HILDR4N'S (HILDR€N GR44T TH<M WITH GOD’S PROMIS€ ON
TH€IR (COMING IN THAT DAY: (f ST€PS FORWARD ON RIGHT #OOT, THRUSTING RIGHT
ARM AS HIGH AS POSSIBLE) ISRALL LIVLS.

(URTRIN
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THE LAST S(£N€ REPRLSENTS THE (OURT Of N<BUCHDNLIIAR, KING Of BABYLON,
WHO HAS JUST (OM«€ UP £ROM BABYLON TO RIBLAH, ABOUT 10O MIL£S
NORTHWLST Of J€RUSALEM, AND THR€ 4T UP HIS (OURT TO AWRIT TH€ (APTUR<
Of JCRUSALLM. H<€R<€ THE (APTURLD KING Of JUDAH WAS BROUGHT B£FOR£ HIM
TO R€(£IVE THE JUST D4S4RT £OR HIS INFID<LITY.

TRUMPLTS SOUND, s€MTRY OP<Ns DOOR AND ASKS:

WHO APPROA(H«S?

N€BUZRADAN, (APTAIN Of TH€ GUARD D4SIR€S AN AUDIEN(E WITH TH< KING.
N€BUZRADAN, (APTRIN Of TH¢ GUARD D4SIR€S AN AUDIEN(€ WITH YJOUR MAJ£STY.
TO (OUNALORS:

HOW £ORTUNATE THAT N<BUZARADAN HAS (OM« TO RIBLAH SO SOON RAFT4R OUR
ARRIVAL £ROM BABYLON.

TO S€NTRy:
L€T HIM €NT€R.

SENTRY SALUTES AND OP£NS DOOR. ARMY €NTERS FROM NORTHWEST DOOR,
FOLLOWED BY BAND. MARCHES AROUND HALL AND OUT NORTHEAST DOOR. If
fOOT PATROL IS PRESENT, BAND STOPS INSID€ DOOR SO fOOT PATROL (AN
DO MANEUVERS. WHEN FAINISHED, ALL MARCH OUT.

€NTERS WITH €SCORT Of (OMPANIONS. MARCHES TO NORTH SID€ AND HALTS.
€SCORT RIGHT FACE: NEBUZARADAN ADVANCES AND SALUTES. THE €SCORT, UND€R (G
REMAIN IN PLACE.

N€BUZARADAN, | AM IND££D GLAD THOU HAST (OM«£ TO RIBLAK, fOR | DID
(OM«€ UP FROM BABYLON TO SP£(K TO TH€£ (ONCLRNING THAT J€WISH KING
I<D<KIAH. SUR<LY THOU DOST R€¢M<MB<£R TH< MANY GR€AT WARS IN WHICH My
ARMI€S HAVE BL£N VICTORIOUS UND4R THY (OMMAND — ALL TH¢ GR€AT KINGS
fROM TH€ RIVER Of <GYPT TO TH€ RIVER €UPHRATLS HAVE B£<N MAD< TO PAY
HOMAG AND TRIBUTE — THERLFORL, | ASK TH< N€BUZARADAN, WHY HAST THOU
£OR <IGHT<4N LONG MONTHS PLRMITTED THIS WLAK VASSAL, Z4D<KIRH, TO
WITHSTAND OUR MIGHTY ARMY, OUR (HARIOTS AND HORS£M£N? HAST THOU LOST
THY CUNNING? HAST THOU B£(OM< L€SS A WARRIOR, THAT THIS WLAKLST Of RUL€RS
HATH PUT TH<£€ TO NAUGHT? R€M£MB£R, N€BUZARADAN, N€ARLY TWO U<ARS HAV£
PASSLD SINC< | (OMMAND4D TH€€ TO BRING THIS WICKED KING Z4D<KIAH B£FOR<
m<.

MIGHTY SOVER<IGN! H€AR M, | PRAY THE£. SINC£ THOU DIDST MAK< M< (APTAIN
Of THY GUARD | HAV< L€D THY ARMILS 1IN MANY £1<R(€ (ON£LICTS TO VICTORY,
BUT N€VER TO D4£4AT. | SWEAR TO TH<< THAT MY ARM IS AS STRONG, MY N€RV< AS
STCADY, AND MY BRAIN AS (L€AR NOW AS £V€R BLFORL, BUT THIS WICKED KING IS
£ULL Of SUBTLLTY, AND AS THOU KNOWLST, DID £NT4R INTO ALLIANCL WITH TH<
KING Of £GYPT, AND S<(URLD TH< AID Of PHARAOH'S ARMY, WHICH £OR A TiM<
DIVLRT4D BY ATTACK UPON J€RUSALLM, BUT W& DID OVERWHELM TH<M, AND
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R€TURN4D AGAIN TO TH< SI€G€ UPON J€RUSALEM, AND | NOW (OM« TO TH€<
WITH GOOD TIDINGS Of VICTORY. OUR ASSAULT HAS B£€N SUC(£SSFUL. J€RUSALEM
IS TAK<N, AND TH€IR LAST STRONGHOLD IS IN OUR HANDS, BUT KING Z4D<KIAH AND
ALL HIS M€ Of WAR £14D BY NIGHT BY WAY Of TH€ GATE BLTWL£N THE WALLS,
WHICH IS BY TH€ KING'S GARD4N, L€ADING OUT UPON TH¢ PLAINS Of J<RI(HO, AND
THUS <S(AP4D . . .

LLD<KIAH €S(AP<D! H< WHOS< (APTURE | MOST D4SIR<D! SP<AK! N(BUZARADAN -
SAYLST THOU Z£D<KIAH £S(AP£D?

U< © KING. BUT OUR ARMY PURSU4D RfT4R HIM AND OVLRTOOK HIM ON TH¢
PLAINS Of J€RICHO, MAD< HIM PRISON4R AND H< 1S NOW WITHOUT AND AWAITS
JOUR (OMMANDS.

TO (OUNALORS:

AT LAST, TH<N, THE (ONQULST OF THAT (ITY IS AGAIN ACCOMPLISHED. TWI(£
BLFORL, WHEN OUR ARMILS INVESTED J€RUSALEM, DID TH€IR KING SUBMIT TAM<LY,
OP£NING HIS GATES WITHOUT R&SISTANCE; BUT THIS Z<D<KIAH, WHOM | MYs<Lf
PLACLD UPON TH<¢ THRON< AND WHO SWOR£ TO M« AN OATH THAT H¢ WOULD
K€<P HIS KINGDOM £OR M« AND MAKE NO LEAGU€ OFf £RICNDSHIP WITH TH¢
£GUPTIANS, HATH D£SPIS<D HIS OATH AND D4£14D OUR ARMILS.

SURCLY NOW | WILL MAK€ D<SOLATION IN TH PLACL Of THAT PROUD (ITY, BUT,
UNTIL | HAVE POURLD OUT MY PUNISHMLNT UPON TH€ HEAD Of ITS WICK(D RULKR,
My VEnG€Anc<€ WILL NOT B< (OMPLETE.

TO TH<¢ SOLDI€RS OF NEBUZARADAN:
BRING TH€ (APTIVE B££OR€ M<.

(G SALUTES AND GIVesS COMMANDS NECESSARY TO R€TIRE FROM SOUTHWEST
DOOR. K SP€RKING TO N:

MOST NOBL< N<BUZARADAN, A(CLPT OUR (OMMLNDATION AND GRATEFUL THANKS.
THY £RITHFULN4SS SHALL NOT GO UNREWARD4D. (APTAIN Of OUR GUARD THOU
HAST B<£N. | NOW MAK< THE€ GRAND (APTAIN Of ALL OUR ARMILS. B£ S€AT<D
N€AR TH THRONL.

MOVES TO €MPTY CHAIR IS S€ATED ON TH€ DAIS.

BRINGS ZEDKIAK IN THROUGH THE NORTHWEST, GIVING SUCH (OMMANDS As 1O
BRING €SCORT TO A HALT ON TH€ NORTH SID€. ZED<KIAK I IN CHAINS, HIS
(LOTHING DISORDERD. THE€ (G & LG PUSH Z€D<KIAH B€FORE THE KING AND TAK€
STATIONS WITH TH< ARMY.

AHA! THOU BAS AND P£RJURLD Z<D<KIAH, THOU WICK<D (OV£NANT BR€AKLR, AT
LAST | HAV€ THE€ 1IN MY POWLR!

DID NOT | $4T TH<< ON THY THRONK, IN THE¢ ROOM Of JOHOIACHIN, ATER THAT
| HAD TAKEN HIM (APTIVE?

U<A, SIR.
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AND DIDST THOU NOT THN SOLEMNLY AGR€€ AND (OVLNANT WITH M<, SWLARING
BY TH¢ NAME Of THEY GOD, THAT THOU WOULDST B< £AITHFUL UNTO M<, AND
HOLD THY KINGDOM LOYAL UNTO M<? ANSWLR M.

€S, SIR, BUT THOU DIDST D4MAND Of M« TH¢ IMPOSSIBLE. 1 AM A MAN IN
WHOS< V<IN RUNS BLOOD AS ROYAL AS THINE OWN. TAK€ TH€S€ (HAINS, ARRAY
m< In My own POMP AND GLORY, AND | WILL SHOW TH<€ THAT 1 (AN PLAY TH<
MONARCH AS W<LL AS THOU.

INTERRUPTING:

SILEN(€! WOULDST THOU #LOUT M« TO MY £A(€? THOU HAST WLLL SAID, THAT
THOU (ANST PLAY TH< KING, BUT THOU (ANST NOT B< A KING, THOU (ANST NOT
£V4N B< LOYAL TO A £RIKND — AND | WAS THAT £RI<ND. THOU (ANST NOT B«
FRITHFUL TO A TRUST — AND | TRUSTAD TH€€; AND HOW HAST THOU R4PAID M<? TH¢
(HI&£ GLORY IN THE (ROWN Of MANHOOD IS £IDLLITY, AND TH€ BRIGHTEST J€W<L
IN TH¢ DIADLM Of A MONARCH IS £IDLLITY, AND BLHOLD, TH€R€ IS NOT ON« Of
THY PROMIS4S THAT THOU HAST NOT BROK«N, fOR THOU DIDST £NT4R INTO
ALLIANCE WITH TH€ KING Of €GYPT, AND DIDST MAK€ R€BLLION AGARINST M«, SO
THAT THOU HAST TWIC€ (OMP£LLLD M« TO (OM« UP AGRINST TH<€ WITH ALL MY
ARMI€S, MY CHARIOTS AND MY HORS£M«N -

INTERRUPTING:

H€AR M«, PRAY, | DID NO MOR£ THAN THOU WOULDST HAVL DON&, HADST THOU
B£<N PLAC4D 1IN MY SITUATION. (OULDST THOU BLAM£ M€ £ | WOULD fR<¢ My
P€OPL¢ fROM THY YOK€? PASHUR AND Z<PHANIAH DID (OUNSLL M« TO THROW
Off THY RUL£. | KNOW TH€< TO B< A HARD AND (RU£L MAN, R€APING WHER<
THOU HAST NOT SOWN AND GATHRING WH€R< THOU HAST NOT STR€WN -

INTERRUPTING:

IT MAY B< ALL TRU€ THAT THOU HAST SAID, BUT MY BITTR4ST £O« HATH Y«T TO SAY
THAT N<BUCHADNLIIAR €V<R B<TRAY<D A TRUST, OR WAS £ALS€ TO A £RI€ND. THOU
W4RT £ALS€ TO M<.

AND SURLLY IT IS THINE OWN GOD THAT HAS D4LIVER4D TH<€ INTO MY HANDS,
B£(AUS€ THOU DIDST MOCK HIS M£SS€NG€RS AND PRACTICE (RULLTY TOWARDS HIS
PROPH<TS, PLACING TH<M IN PRISON, AND IN TH€ STOCKS, AND €V€N IN TH< PIT Of
MIR€, AND HAST MOR£ AND MOR£ HARDANLD THY H€ART AND STHA£NED THY N£CK
UNTIL THR€ IS NO R<M<LDY £X(<PT THY (OMPLLTL D4STRUCTION.

THERLLORK, THIS IS TH€ JUDGMLNT THAT | PRONOUNCE UPON TH€ AND UPON THY
P£OPLL.

N<BUZARADAN, (APTAIN Of OUR ARMIS SHALL UTT€RLY D£STROY THY (ITY Of
JE€RUSALEM.

TH€ TEMPL€ SHALL B€ BURNLD WITH £IR€, AND R€MAINING REMNANT OF ITS VLSS£LS
AND ORNAMLNTS SHALL B< BROK<N AND (ARRILD TO BABYLON, THY PALACLS AND
THE HOUSLS Of THY GRAT M<N SHALL B¢ D4STROY<D AND TH€ WALLS Of TH< (ITY
THROWN DOWN £V<n TO TH¢ GROUND, AND ALL TH€ P£OPL€ THAT HAVE <S(AP£D
THE £AMINE AND THE PLSTILENCE AND THE SWORD SHALL B£ TAK<N (APTIVE TO



SUPLR €X(LLLENT MAST4R 2|
4/15/2003

41
#n

BABYLON.

AND AS £OR THE4, IT IS MY ORD<4R THAT THY SONS B< SLAIN B£FOR< THINE €Y<S,
THAT NONE Of THY P£RJURLD RAC£ MAY R€MAIN RAFT4R TH€€, AND THAT THOU
MAYLST s€€ AND KNOW THAT THOU ART IND44D TH¢ LAST KING Of JUDAH, AND
TH€N THAT THOU MAY<ST KNOW THAT TH¢ WORDS Of TH¢ PROPHLTS Of THY GOD
WER< TRU€ WH<N THE ON< SAID THAT THOU SHOULD4ST B€ TAKLN TO BABYLON,
WHIL€ TH¢ OTH4R SRID THAT THOU SHOULD4ST NOT $4€ BABYLON, THINE €Y<
SHALL B€ PUT OUT AND THOU B< TAK<N IN (HAINS Of BRASS UNTO BABYLON.
(LAUCHS)

HAVE M€RCY! HAVE MLRCY!

RISS: | N<BUCHADNLZIAR HAVL SPOKEN THE JUDGMANT. LLT IT B€ €X€(UTED WITH
SP££D. AWAY WITH HIm.

GUARDS REMOVE ZEDEKIAKH IN A HALY FAINTING (ONDITION, DRAGGING HIM OUT
BACKWARDS.

MOST NOBL¢ (APTAIN OF OUR ARMILS, IT IS MY ORD<4R THAT TH< (APTIVE J€WS,
TOGLTHR WITH TH€IR KING B< TAKEN ORTHWITH TO BABYLON. $4€ THAT TH<
R€MNANT Of TH¢ POOR LLT UND4R G4D<4LIAH AR< SUPPLIXD WITH S€<D fOR
TH€IR PLANTING, AND THAT NO HARM BLAALLS J€R€MIAH. FORM TH LIN<S fOR OUR
MARCH TO BABYLON.

TAKES COMMAND OF THE <SCORT, MARCHING THEM OUT THROUGH TH¢ SOUTHEAST
DOOR. K AND (OURTIERS £ALL IN BEHIND. THEY RETURN WITH £OOT PATROL AND
BAND THROUGH THE NORTHWEST DOOR WITH Z€D€KIRH AND OTHER PRISONERS.
ZEDLKIRK €U€s ARE BOUND IN BANDAGES AND He IS L€AD AS BLINDED AROUND
TH€ HALL

CURTAIN
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AT I

IM — ILLUSTRIOUS MASTER

(G — (APTAIN Of TH< GUARD

(C - (ONDUTOR Of TH¢ (OUN(L
R€( — R€(ORD4R

§ — STCWARD

P — PROLOGU«

AT 1, sCen< |

P - PROLOGU«

£ — £L1<KI€L, THE PROPHLT
ALL - 12 J€WS WHO $InG
(OURIXR (NO SP£AKING

AT 11, Scn€ 2

P - PROLOGU«

L1 — L1€D4KIAH, KING O JUDAH
G — G4D<LIAK, A PRINC£

P — PASHUR, A (OUNCILOR

L — T€PHANIAK, A (OUN(LOR

) — J€R€MIAH, TH€ PROPHLT

HP — SCRAIAH, HIGH PRIEST

KPS — 1T, 20D AND 3RD KELPLRS (IS IS A SPLAKING PART)
WIn€ S€RV4R

GUARDS

H - H€RALD

AT 11, SCen€ 3

P - PROLOGU«

KN — N<BUCHADNLIZAR, KING Of BABYLON
N — N€BURZARADAN, G£N<€RAL

(G - sIssinnA, (APTAIN Of TH< GUARD
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LC — ARTABAN, LICUT. Of TH¢ GUARD

| - IDIOT

§ — SATRAPS Of THE PROVIN(LS
ARMY

BAND

W - S€NTRY

TRUMPLT4R
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	Super Excellent Master
	Opening
	I now declare a council of SE Masters duly opened. *

	Reception
	IM, several Companions, Select Masters, are desirous of being introduced into the mysteries of the degree of Super Excellent Master.
	Companions, you have heard the announcement of the Recorder; if there is no objection we will confer the degree upon them.
	Companion Conductor of the Council, you will present the Candidates.
	The candidates are formed into line on the west side of the altar.
	Companion Conductor of the Council, whom have you there?
	IM, Several Companions, Royal and Select Masters, who are desirous of being introduced into the mysteries of the degree of Super Excellent Masters.
	To Candidates: Why do you come at this time?
	We Royal and Select Masters, having heard tidings that the people of Israel are to be liberated, desire to cast our lot with the Super Excellent Masters. We have therefore, presented ourselves so that if it meets your pleasure we may here and now assume
	How say you, is Jehovah the only and true God?
	He is, and we worship only Him.
	In what spirit of mind do you worship him?
	In faith.
	Have you ever bowed down to graven images or worshiped other gods?
	We have not.
	Are all true Masons your brothers?
	They are.
	In what spirit of mind do you regard them?
	With Love and Friendship.
	Do you acknowledge the vows you have previously taken?
	We do.
	How will you observe them and the one of this degree?
	With Fidelity.
	Three candidates may be used at the altar.
	IM
	It is well, with Faith, Friendship and Fidelity may we ever dwell, and under this pledge, advance, kneel at our Altar and assume the vow.
	Candidates kneel on both knees, both hands resting on an altar as in the Master Masons degree.
	You will say "I", your name, and remain silent: of my own free will and accord, in the presence of Almighty God and this Council of Super Excellent Masters, do hereby and hereon most solemnly and sincerely promise and swear that I will forever keep and c
	I furthermore promise that I will conform to and abide by the regulations of this degree so far as they shall come to my knowledge.
	I furthermore promise that I will give meat, drink, and lodgings to all poor, worthy Companions, according to their needs and my abilities, and will defend them in danger so far as truth, honor, and justice may warrant.
	I furthermore promise that I will not assist or be present at the conferring of this degree on anyone who has not received the preceding degrees, from Entered Apprentice to Select Master inclusive, in a just and lawful manner, to my full and entire satis
	I furthermore promise that I will not bow down to other Gods, nor pay religious adoration to idols, that I will not worship the sun, moon, or stars of heaven, but in good faith and conscience, and to the best of my ability willing worship and serve the o
	The class and the active candidate will now repeat after me:
	All this I most solemnly and sincerely promise and swear without equivocation, mental reservation, or secret evasion in me whatever, binding myself under no less penalty than that of having my thumbs cut off, my eyes plucked out, my body bound with chain
	Arise. I will now invest with you with the Signs, Grips and Words of this degree:
	This is the Due Guard: Hands closes, thumb extended, cross thumb and raise up. It alludes to the penalty of your Obligation, and is the sign with which you salute the presiding officer when entering or retiring from a council of Super Excellent Masters.
	This is the first sign: Hands closed, thumbs extended, arms crossed on the breast, rise arms up; put thumb to eye. It also alludes to the penalty.
	This is the second sign: Right hand closed, first and second finger extended, point to your own eyes, then dart them forward horizontally. This also alludes to the penalty.
	This is the hailing sign: Right hand closed, then extended. Make a zig zag motion from left shoulder to right hip. This alludes to the chains of brass.
	Words accompanying Za-her-la-her-bon, signifying Remember the destruction.
	This is the past grip (given). It is the same as the Pass Grip of a Mark Master, except that the thumbs are raised, pressing each other alternately.
	Password: So-lee-mah
	This is the True Grip (given). Take pass grip with both hands. (right up) arms crossed. One says Sau, the first King of Judea, the other Zedekiah, the last King of Judea.
	You will now be seated.
	The emblems of this degree are the square, the triangle, and the circle. Their symbolism will now be explained to you.
	The square is one of the most significant of the emblems of Masonry. Its four equal sides subtended by four perfect angles, symbolize the four Cardinal Virtues, which are imprinted upon the memory and engraven upon the very soul of every true Mason: Temp
	In Masonry every Perfect Ashlar must be true and square, in order that the structure may possess strength and beauty, each living stone must be squared by the square of truth and virtue, in order that the Masonic edifice may continue to hold aloft its ho
	Prologue
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