Royal Master 1

10/30/05

PROL

ROUYAL MASTCR
IST $£(TION
TH€ (OUNAL ROOM SHOULD B¢ S€T UP AS IN PPT#L. A REPRESENTATION OF THE
(HERUBIM SHOULD B¢ fORMED BY THe Us€ OF Nin€ STANDARDS, €ACH WITH A BURNING
TAPLR, (ONNETED BY SILK ROPE£ €NCLOSING THE ALTAR WITH AN OPENING IN THE SOUTH.

IN THE NORTH €AST (ORNER OF THE ROOIM THERE SHOULD B€ A TABLE ON WHICH AR€
SEVERAL ARTICLES AS DESCRIBLD IN KINGS | VERS€S 48-50 AND A TRSTLE BORRD ON
WHICH AR€ SEVERAL GE€OMETRIC DESIGNS. #A 1S AT WORK THER€ AS TH€ D€GREE OPLNS.

(ANDLES ON THE TABLE REMAIN LIGHTED THROUGHOUT TH€ €NTIRE £IRST S€(TION. #OUS€
LIGHTS AR€ DIMMED THROUGHOUT £IRST S€(TION.

CACH Of THE THREE IS SHOULD HAVE A PEDESTAL WITH A LIGHTED (ANDL€ UPON IT. ALL
THRE€ ARE AT THEIR STATIONS WHEN THE (LASS IS BROUGHT IN. #A REMAINS THERE UNTIL
AFTER THE PROLOCGUE.

APRONS SHOULD NOT B€ WORN OVER ROBES, €K(<PT #fl, WHO PUTS HIS ON AFTER
REPRIRING TO THE NORTHEAST (ORNER.

WHEN ALL IS READY THE (C WILL (CONDUCT TH€ (ANDIDATES INTO THE (OUNCIL (HAMBER
AND S€AT THEM ON TH€ SOUTH SID€ Of THE ROOM €AST OF THE (( STATION. ((
AsSUMes STATION AND IS S€ATED.

ALL C(ANDIDATES SHOULD WeAR WHITE APRONS. ONLY ON€ ATIVE (ANDIDATE SHOULD B¢
US€D. THE 1M MAY CIVeE THE PROLOGUE OR IT (AN B€ DONE BY ANOTHER (OMPANION.

| WILL TAK€ A MOM<AT AT THIS TIM< TO <XPLAIN TO YOU IN My OWN WORDS, TH<
SCTTING Of THIS “TH€ ROYAL MASTLR DLGRL£” AND ITS O££1(£RS SO YOU MAY B<£TT<R
UND<€RSTAND TH¢ WORK.

| REPRESANT SOLOMON, KING Of ISRALL, ON MY RIGHT IS HIRAM, KING Of TYR< AND
ON MY LT IS HIRAM AB£. THE STATION IN TH€ WST IS KNOWN AS THE (APTAIN Of TH
GUARD. In TH¢ SOUTH IS TH¢ (ONDUTOR Of TH€ (OUNCIL. THE STEWARD AND $<NTIN£L
(OMPLLT£ THE O££1(£RS THAT WORK IN TH¢ DLGR€£. THE THR€< ROUGHNS AR€ TO
R€MIND YOU Of TH¢ MASTER MASON D£GRL£.

TH€ ALT4R 1S DISTINGUISHED WITH TH€ nIn< STANDARDS TO R€PRLSENT TH SANCTUM
SANITARIUM INTO WHICH W<€ LEARNLD IN THE 3B0 DLGR€ THAT HIRAM ABILF £NT4R4D T
O££4R UP HIS ADORATIONS TO D4ITY. AS TH< WORK B<GINS, HIRAM ABILF WILL TAKE HIS
PLACL AT TH< TR4STLE BOARD.

(OMPANIONS, YOU HAVL R€PLATLDLY B£€N INFORM<D THAT MASONRY IS A N€VLR-
£NDING S€ARCH £OR LIGHT. IN THE (RALT DLGRL£S YOU RE(£IVED LIGHT, MOR<£ LIGHT
AND £URTH€R LIGHT, BUT YOUR S<ARCH WAS NOT£ €ND«D. IN TH¢ (HAPTER D€GR£S
ADDITIONAL LIGHT WAS IMPART(D TO YOU, AND YOU £OUND, AS YOU £IND IN L€,
THAT €ACH ADVANCEMLNT IN KNOWLLDG£ SIMPLY OP£NS TH€ €Y<S TO A VASTLR £14LD Of
KNOWLED (£ U<T TO B< ATTAINED. <V€RY R<VLALMENT IN MASONRY IS ALSO A
REVLILMLNT. €V€RY DISCOVLRY Of N€W TRUTHS ALSO R<VLALS A V€IL IN 4RONT Of SOM<
OTH4R TRUTH, TO B£ AGRIN TH€ OBJE(T Of £URTH€R S€AR(H. ULTIMATE TRUTH WILL B
DIS(OV4R<D ONLY WH<N W< HAVE PASSED TH< £INAL V€IL AND £NT<R<D INTO TH<
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PRESENCE OF HIM WHO IS TH< WAY, TH€ TRUTH, AND TH¢ LI£€.

IN TAKING OUR D€GR€«S TH(R< IS ON£ THING YOU MUST R€¢M£MB<R, NAML£LY, TH€
ORD4R IN WHICH €v<nTS HAPP£N IS S€LDOM TH< ORD4R IN WHICH W<€ L€ARN ABOUT
THEM. THE SUCCESSIVE DLGRE£S 1IN MASONRY PICTURE €V4NTS IN THE ORD4R W€ L€ARN
ABUT THM, NOT TH¢ (HRONOLOGI(AL ORD4R IN WHICH TH€Y OC(URRLD. £OR INSTANCE,
THE €V€NTS Of THE MARK MASTER D£GR<£ TOOK PLACL BLFORL THOSE Of THE MAST4R
MASON D€GR€£, BUT TH€Y WLR< NOT PR4SLNT(D TO YOU IN THAT ORD4R. TH¢ D£GR4£
JOU AR< ABOUT TO R€(£IV€ PICTURLS <V4NTS THAT HAPP£N<D PRIOR TO AND AfT4R TH¢
TRAG4DY Of TH< THIRD D£GR£€, AND W< WOULD HAV< YOU NOTI(¢ HOW W4LL TH€Y fILL
TH€ GAPS IN OUR KNOWLLDG£ Of THAT TRAG4DY AND ITS M<ANING.

IN THIS D£GR<€ YOU, AS A (ANDIDATE, WILL R€PR€S4NT ADONIRAM, ON< Of TH< MOST
SKILLED Of TH€ (RATSMEN €<MPLOY4D BY KING SOLOMON AT TH¢ BUILDING Of TH
T€MPL¢, WHO WAS A (LOS< PLRSONAL £RIKND Of TH¢ GRAND MASTER HIRAM ABI£.

LIGHTS AR€ DIMMeED.
(OMPANION (G ((C RIs€S) S€& THAT TH¢ (ANDIDATE 1S PREPARLD AND PR£S4NT4D.

RETIRES WITH K TO THE PREP ROOIM AND PREPARES HIM BY DIVESTING HIM OF HIS (OAT
AND ROLLING UP HIS SLE€Ves, (LOTHES HIM 1N AN APRON AS A FLLOW(RAFT AND PLACES
A BEAUTIFUL PIECE€ OF WORK IN HIs HANDS. THIS PIEC€ Of WORK SHOULD B€ A

MINIATURE REPRESENTATION OF THE THREE LESS€R LIGHTS, WHICH (AN ATURLLY B€ LIGHTED.

AS K IS TAKEN OUT, #A L€AVes KIS STATION, CO<S TO TABLE IN TH€ NORTHEAST (ORNER,
PUTS ON KIS APRON AND IS WORKING THER€ AS (G AND K €NT€R.

(G TRKES K BY THE RIGHT ARM. THEY €NTeR WITHOUT AN ALARM AND PASS DIRE(TLY TO THE
NORTHERAST (ORNER OFf THE ROOIM WHERE #A STANDS AT THE TABLE €XAMINING TH€ HOLY
FesseLs.

THE K NOW REPRESENTS THE CHARACTER ADONIRAM.
HOLDING UP TH¢ Ple(€ OF WORK.

MY ILLUSTRIOUS (OMPANION HIRAM ABIL£, THIS IS A PlEC€ Of WORK WHICH | MYys<Lf
GAVE ORD4RS TO B< MAD<, AND WHICH, | OBS€RV£, HAS BL£N £X€(UT4D ACCORDING TO
my (COMMAND. IT IS INTEND4D TO $£€RV< AS A REMIND4R Of TH¢ MYSTERIOUS TRIAD,
LXPRLSSIVE Of THE £SS€N(< AND ATTRIBUTES Of D4ITY AND Of THOS< GREAT MASONIC
VIRTULS — £AITH, HOP<, AND (HARITY. YOU WILL D4POSIT IT IN THE HOLY Of HOLILS,
WITH TH¢ OTH4R SA(R(D £URNITURL, AND HLR£ALTER, IN €V€RY REGULAR MASONIC LODGX,
L€T TH€R€ B< DISPLAY<D ABOUT TH€ ALTAR Of OBLIGATION, THR€€ BURNING TAPLRS,
PLACLD IN A TRIANGULAR POSITION; AND MAY TH< VIRTU€S WHICH TH€Y SUMBOLIZL, B< A
LIGHT UNTO TH€ £€4T Of <V€RY TRU€ AND £AITHAUL MASON, IN ALL WALKS Of LI£<, UNTIL
THAT PLR£C(T DAY WH<N THE GLORY Of TH< LORD SHALL ILLUMINE OUR SOULS fOR£V4R.
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ADVANCES AND RECEIVES THE WORK, THEN TURNS TO AD:

ADONIRAM, YOUR WORK IS A((£PT<D, AND IN DU< TIM€ YOU SHALL R€(<IV€ YOUR
R€WARD.

#A PLACES THE WORK ON TH< TABLE WITH THE OTHER HOLY Vess€Ls AND (G & K STAMND
ASID€ TO WEST FACNG SOUTH. #A, RETER <KAMINING ALL THE VEsS€LS ON THE TABLE:

U€sS, THE FURNITURE Of THE HOLY Of HOLILS 1S NOW N€ARLY (OMPLLT4D.
GONG SOUNDS 12 TIMES.

ILLUSTRIOUS (OMPANION HIRAM ABI£, WHAT IS THE HOUR?

HIGH TW«LV«, ILLUSTRIOUS KING SOLOMON.

STANDS IT BLING HIGH TWLLVL, (ALL THE (RALT FROM LABOR TO R&FR<SHMANT.
AL RISE

(OMPANIONS, IT IS THE ORD4R Of TH< ILLUSTRIOUS KING SOLOMON, THAT THE (RAST B<
NOW (ALLD fROM LABOR TO R&ARESHMLNT. TAKE DU€ NOTI(€ AND GOV4RN
JOURS<LV€S A(CORDINGLY.

THE (RALT REMAIN STANDING. #A REMOVES HIS APRON AND PROCE€DS TO THE ALTAR,
GCOING SOUTH, THeN WEST TO SOUTH OF ALTAR, TH<N NORTH TO (£NITER OF WEST Of
TH€ ALTAR, PROCLLDING BY RIGHT ANGLES AS He CO<LS. WHEN #A STARTS #OR THE ALTAR,
(G & K TURN WEST, TIMING TO SPE€CH, STOP DIRE(TLY NORTH OFf ALTAR, £AC€S SOUTH
AND SRYS “TO €NTE€R” JUST AS #A €NTERS FROM THE SOUTH.

IT 1S NOW HIGH TW€LY<, AT WHICH HOUR IT IS TH¢ (USTOM Of OUR GRAND MASTER HIRAM
ABI£ TO £NT4R THE SANCTUM SANCTORUM AND O££4R UP HIS DLVOTIONS TO D4ITY.

KNECLs AT ALTAR AND PRAYS: 1€T M€ DO MY WORK <A(H DAY AND If TH< DARK€N<D
HOURS Of D£SPAIR OV<RTAKE M€, MAY | NOT £ORGAT THE STRENGTH THAT (OMEORTLD
Mm< I THE SADNESS Of OTHLR TIMLS.

MAY I STILL R€M€MB£R TH€ BRIGHT HOURS THAT £OUND M< WALKING OV4R TH€ SILNT
HILLS Of MY (HILDHOOD OR DR€AMING ON TH¢ MARGIN Of THE QUILT RIVER, WH€N A
LIGHT GLOWLD WITH IN M€ AND | PROMIS(D MY <ARLY GOD TO HAV< (OURAGS AMID
THE TEMPLST Of THE (HANGING Y<ARS.

SPARE M€ FROM BITTERNLSS AND £ROM TH€ SHARP PASSIONS Of UNGUARDLD MOMLNTS.
THOUGH TH¢ WORLD KNOW M« NOT, MAY My THOUGHTS AND ACTIONS B£ SUCH AS SHALL
Ke<P M€ £RIKNDLY WITH MYs€L£. LT MY <€Y<S FROM TH€ €ARTH AND TEACH M€ THE US£S
Of TH< STARS. £ORBID THAT | SHOULD JUDG€ OTH4RS L€ST | (OND<MN MYS<LE. L€T M<
NOT £OLLOW TH¢ GLAMOUR Of TH¢ WORLD BUT WALK (ALMLY IN MY PATH.

GIVE M€ A £€W £RICNADS, WHO WILL LOV€ M< £OR WHAT | AM AND NOT £OR WHAT LITTL€
| MAY POSSLSS. AND THOUGH AG£ AND INFIRMITY OV4RTAKE M< AND | (OM£ NOT WITHIN
SIGHT Of TH¢ (RSTLE Of MY DR€AMS, T€(H M« STILL TO B< THANKFUL £OR L€ AND £OR
TIM€S OLD4N MEMORILS THAT AR€ GOOD AND SW4<T, AND MAY TH< €V€NING'S TWILIGHT
£IND M€ GLNTL€ STILL. AM<N.
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AS THE PRAYER €NDS, (G & K PROE€D TO A POINT JUST WeST OF ALTAR, TH€N SOUTH TO
WAIT #4.

OUR GRAND MASTER HIRAM ABIH£, HAVING (ONCLUD4D HIS DLVOTIONS, L€T US AWAIT HIS
R€TURN BY WAY Of TH< SOUTH GATL.

#A PASSES AROUND THE ALTAR AND OUT AT TH¢ OPLNING IN TH¢ SOUTH, THEN TURNS WeST.
TH€ (G & K ME€T AND STOP HIM AS K€ TURNS WEST. (G DO<S NOT TOUCH #4.

GRAND MASTER HIRAM ABIE£, WHEN SHALL | R€C£IVE THE MASTER'S WORD?

MYy WORTHY £RI<ND AD, | DO NOT KNOW THAT YOU WILL €V€R R€(£IV€ T, FOR IT IS
AGR<£D BY SOLOMON, KING OFf ISRALL, HIRAM, KING Of TYR€ AND MYS<LF THAT TH<
MAST4R’S WORD (AN ONLY B€ GIVEN WH€N TH€ T€MPL< IS (OMPLLTD, AND TH<N ONLY
IN THE PRESEN(E OF ALL THR<£.

#A ACAIN ATTHEMPTS TO PROE€D WESTWARD AND IS AGAIN INTERRUPTED:

GRAND MASTER HIRAM ABI£, SUPPOSE ONE Of YOU THR<£, <V€N YOU YOURS£LE,
SHOULD B R€¢MOV4D BY D<ATH PRIOR TO THAT £V<NT, HOW SHALL | THEN R€C€IV€ IT?

HESTTATES, MEDITATING A £6W MOMENTS, THEN TAKES K BY THE LEAT ARM, GO<S WeST TO A
LIN€ ON€ PACE €AST OF (G°S STATION, THN NORTH: THE (G FOLLOWS DIRE(TLY B€HIND
& UNTIL OPPOSITE HIS STATION WHERE H€ TURNS WeST AND AssUMes HIs STATION. AS (G
REACHES HIS STATION S GIVES ON€ KNOK (%) WHICH S€RTS €VERYONE NPT #A & K. #A
PROCE€DS SLOWLY NORTH, THEN €AST, AND SHOULD NOT B€GIN TALKING UNTIL ALL AR€
SEATED. #A WITH & MOV<€s SLOWLY AROUND ALTAR, SPEAKING AS THEY GO, AND PAUSING
WEST OF ALTAR, ON€ PACE WEST OF STANDARDS, €ACH TIM€ AROUND, £ACES €AST, GIVeES
THRE€ TAPS WITH TO€ (**7) AND POINTING DOWN (TO A POINT BLN€ATH TH€ ALTAR), WITH
RIGHT HAND OV€R LEAT, SAYS: “IT WILL B€ ...~ €IC

(OMmpANION ADONIRAM, D<ATH IS A THEM<€ NOT LIGHTLY TO B< BROA(H4D BY THOS<
SUBJ£(T TO ITS POW4R. TH¢ YOUNG MAY DI€, TH¢ OLD MUST DI€, AND THE WIS€ST
KNOWLTH NOT HOW SOON. THR< IS NON£ THAT €S(AP<S TH< INENORABLE DOOM. TH<
JOUNGLST €A UPON THE (H€(K<R<D PAVLMENT BLLOW DWLLLS €V4R IN SHADOW Of
D<ATH, WHIL€ TH€ INVISIBLE HAND £XT€NDS <QUALLY ABOVL S ON HIS IVORY THRONK.
W€ WALK UPON TH¢ ASH€S Of THE G4NERATIONS WHO HAVE GON€ THIS WAY BLFOR< US,
TO WHICH OUR ASH<S MUST IN TURN (ONTRIBUT. IT IS NOT £OR M«, (OMPANION
ADONIRAM, TO HOP< £OR AN £X€MPTION £ROM TH¢ (OMMON DOOM Of MAN. |
MAY NOT LIVE TO $4£ TH€ TEMPLE (OMPLLTED; TH< MASTER'S WORD MAY B< LOST, BUT
¥ 1 DI, (**% POINTING DOWNA) IT WILL B BURICD TH€R<.

(RCUMAMBULATES 270 TIME:

(OMmMPANION ADONIRAM, D<ATH T€RMINATLS THE LABOR Of A MAN. THENCEAORTH TH
G€N€RATIONS MAY BUILD AND OC(UPY, BUT H€ WILL NOT B TH€R£. TH T<<MING BRAIN,
TH€ SKILLFUL HAND AND TH< SIN€EWY ARM AR€ ALIKE US€L€SS AND SUPLRFLUOUS IN TH<
GRAVL. AS OUR MOST £X(<LLENT KING SOLOMON HAS SAID, “TH¢ D4AD KNOW NOT
ANYTHING; THEIR LOVE, THEIR HATRAD AND THEIR £€NVY 1S NO PLRISHED; N<ITHER HAVE THEY
ANY MOR<£ A PORTION £ORLVLR Of ANYTHING THAT IS DON£ UND4R TH€ SUN.” WHAT AN
INCENTIVE 1S THIS TO AN INDUSTRIOUS US€ Of OUR TiM< AND OUR £ACULTIS, THAT W<
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SHOULD BUILD INDUSTRIOUSLY WHILE OUR STRENGTH €NDUR<S AND LABOR TO (OMPLLT4
OUR WORK €R< TH¢ WK (LOS4S AND TH€ SABBATH Of £TERNITY S€TS IN. MY WORK,
(OmpANION ADONIRAM, IS NOT (OMPLLTS, THOUGH 1 HAVE LABORD LONG AND
FAITHAULLY TO €X<€(UT€ IT. | MAY NOT LIVE TO $44 TH¢ TEMPLE (OMPLLTD; TH¢ MAST4R'S
WORD MAY B< LOST, BUT I | DI&, (**% POINTING DOWMA) IT WILL B€ BURI<D TH4R£.

(RCUMAMBULATES 20 TIME:

(OmpANION ADONIRAM, IT IS THROUGH TH GATE OF D4ATH THAT W< £IND AN €NTRANC<
TO TH€ PLAGE OF WAGKS, REFRESHMENT AND R4ST.

TH€ SUPR€M< MASTER Of THE UNIVLRSL, BLFOR< WHOM W< BOW IN ADORATION, AND
WHOS€ ALL-S€€ING €Y< HAS MARKLD OUR LABORS IN TH¢ LODG4 B£LOW, PROMISLS TO
SPREAD BLFOR< US IN THE (£L4STIAL LODG4 ABOVL ALL TH¢ JOUYS AND GLORILS Of HIS
£TCRNAL SABBATH. AT4R TH< STRONG HAND Of D4ATH HAS L€V€L€D ALL IN TH<
HUMILIATION Of TH<¢ GRAVL, TH ALMIGHTY HAND Of TH¢ SUPR€M< MASTER SHALL PRLVAIL
AND £XALT €V€RY BROTH4R TO TH¢ GLORIOUS (OMPANIONSHIP Of THAT UN-DISSOLVING
LODG«. TH€R€ TH€ D4SIGNS UPON TH< TR€STLE BOARD WILL B€ $€£N (OMPLLTD. TH€R<
THE ADORATION Of TH< 2™ HOUR WILL B€ <VERLASTING JOUY. TH€R€ TH¢ NOONTID
BLISS WILL <T<RNALLY SHIN€. THER€ TH€ S(ALLS Of DOUBT AND DARKN£SS SHALL £ALL
FROM MY <Y<s, AND THE WISE PURPOSLS Of TH€ DIVINE ARCHITE(T WILL B< DISPLAY<D IN
ALL TH€IR SPLENDOR.

WITH TH€ LIGHT Of THIS £AITH B£AMING UPON M€, © D4ATH, WH<R< 1S THY STING? MY
HOP<, (OMPANION ADONIRAM, R£STS IN THE HIGH€R LODG£ TO WHICH | AM ADYANCING.
I MAY NOT LIVE TO €< TH< T<MPLE (OMPLLT4D, BUT I | DI, *** (POINTING DOWN) TH£
WORD WILL B£ BURI<D TH€R<.

ON *** BY #A RIS€S AND CO<S TO RIGHT REAR OFf K STEPPING UP AS #A L€AVES.

#A PROEEDS (LOKWIS€ AROUND TH< ALTAR, AGAIN €NT€RS FROM THE SOUTH AND
KNEELs A £6W MOMENTS IN PRAYER. He THEN RISES AND PROCE€DS AROUND TH< ALTAR
AND OUT AT TH¢ SOUTH AS BLORE. THIS TIM€ He IS MET BY THE FT X WHO THRICE
D€MANDS (1IN PANTOMIME) TH¢ WORD OFf A MASTER MASON. ON B€ING REFUSED THE KT
X GIVeS HIM A LOW ACROSS THE CHEST WITH A 29 INCH GAUGE.

#A PROCEDS WeST TO A POINT ON A LIN€ JUST €AST Of TH€ (G°S STATION, TH<N NORTH.
OPPOSITE THE (G°S STATION K€ IS MET BY THE 20 X WHO ALSO THRICE D€MANDS TH€
WORD AND IS REAUSED. THE 20 X GIVES HIM A BLOW AROSS THE (H€ST WITH A SQUARE.

#A PROEEDS NORTH TO A POINT IN Line€ OPPOSITE HIS STATION, TURNS €AST. WH€N Hé
REACHES A POINT JUST €AST OF THE ALTAR He IS MET BY THE 20 X WHO LIKEWIS€
D€MANDS Of HIM TH€ WORD, AND LIKEWISE REFUSED, WHERE UPON THE 20 K CIVeS HIM
A BLOW ON THe FOREHEAD WITH A S€TTING MAUL, WHICH £€LLs HIM ON TH¢ SPOT. TH€
THREE RULFIANS THEN CARRY HIM OUT TO THE PREP ROOM.

AS RULIANS LEAVE WITH #A A SINCLE CONG 1S SOUNDED.
(OMPANION (C ((C RIs€S) WHAT IS TH€¢ HOUR?
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S STAADS 1T B£ING ON€ HOUR PAST HIGH TW«LV€, (ALL THE (RALT FROM R&EARESHMLNT TO
LABOR.

« *** (AL RIs€s). (OMPANIONS, IT IS THE ORD4R Of TH€ ILLUSTRIOUS KING SOLOMON,
THAT TH€ (RAST B£ NOW (ALLLD fROM R&ARESHMLNT TO LABOR. TAKE DU« NOTI(£
THCR€Of, AND GOV4RN YOURS£LY£S ACCORDINGLY.

(C TRKES POSITION AT RIGHT OF K AND SAYS:

THE (RALT BLING (ALLED FROM RLFRESHMLNT TO LABOR, W4 WILL R€PAIR TO TH< (LAY
GROUNDS BLTW4£N SUCCOTH AND ZAREDATHA, AND TH€R€ R£SUME OUR LABORS.

L€ADS K & (G SOUTH, WeST, NORTH AND WEST OUT PREPARATION ROOM DOOR.
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S€(OND s«mon
IN THIS SETION TH€ 1M AND DI REPRESENT SKI & HAT RESPECTIVELY THE PCW (HA) J€WEL LI€S
ON TH€ TABLE HIS S€AT IS VACANT AND DRAPED IN MOURNING. THE LIGHT AT HIs STATION IS
NTINCUISHED.

TH€ STANDARDS REPRESENTING THE (HERUBIM SHOULD B¢ PLACED IN A LIN€ €QUIDISTANT
BETWEEN (G°S STATION AND TH€ ALTAR AND €XTENDING ALMOST TO THE MARCHING LIN€S ON THe
NORTH AND SOUTH AS IN PPT#2. HOUS€ LIGHTS SHOULD B€ BRIGHT.

(C WILL INSTRUCT ALL (ANDIDATES REGARDING DU€ GUARDS AND SIGNS AND INFORM THEM THAT
€VENTS DEPICTED IN THIS SETION SHOULD OCUR SHORTLY AFTER THE DEATH OF HIRAM ABIL.
ALL (ANDIDATES SHOULD B<€ IN WHITE APRONS. ALL (ANDIDATES SHOULD TAKE PART IN TH€
CUMAMBULATIONS, BUT If THE (LASS IS TOO LARGE ON€ (ANDIDATE MAY B€ Us€D AND TH¢
OTHERS BROUGHT, RfTER B€ING INSTRU(TED, AND S€ATED ON THE SOUTH SIDE €AST OF TH¢
(CS STATION BELORE THE WORK B€GINS. THE (( IS WITH K IN THE PREP ROOM AND CIv€ ***

*AK AF
.

RI5€5. ILLUSTRIOUS KING SOLOMON, THER< IS AN ALARM.
ATIND TO TH< ALARM.

GCOLS TO THE DOOR AND GlVes *** = . OP£NS THE DOOR.
WHO (OM«S H<R€?

A (OMPANION ROYAL ARCH MASON, WHO WISH€S TO B£ ADVAN(4D TO TH¢ RIGHTS AND
HONORS Of A ROYAL MAST4R.

IS IT Of YJOUR OWN £R<€ WILL AND AC(ORD?

ITIS.

IS H<¢ DULY AND TRULY PR£PARLD?

He 1S,

WORTHY AND W<LL QUALIfILD?

He 1S,

HAS H€ MAD< SUITABLE PROAICIEN(Y IN THE PRE(4DING DLGR44S?
H€ HAS.

BY WHAT £URTHR RIGHT OR B£N&£IT DOLS H< £XP£(T TO GAIN ADMISSION?
BY TH€ BLNLAIT Of TH< PASS.

HAS H€ THE PASS?

H< HAS IT NOT | HAVE IT £OR HIM.
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ADVANCL AND GIVE IT. TH€ PASS, ALAS, POOR HIRAM, IS GIVEN WITHOUT A GRIP.
WAIT UNTIL KING SOLOMON IS IFORMLD Of YOUR R€QU4ST AND HIS ANSWLR RLTURNLD.
(G (LOS€s DOOR AND GO<€s TO His STATION TO RE€PORT:

ILLUSTRIOUS KING SOLOMON, TH€R€ IS WITHOUT A (OMPANION ROYAL ARCH MASON WHO
WISH€S TO B< ADVAN(LD TO TH€ RIGHTS AND HONORS Of A ROYAL MAST4R.

IS IT Of HIS OWN £R<€ WILL AND A((ORD?

ITIS.

IS H€¢ DULY AND TRULY PR£PARLD?

He 1S.

WORTHY AND W<LL QUALIfIKD?

He 1S.

HAS H€ MAD< SUITABLE PROAICIENCY IN THE PRE(4DING D4GR44S?
H€ HAS.

BY WHAT £URTH4R RIGHT OR B£N<AIT DOLS H< €XP£(T TO GAIN ADMISSION?
BY TH€ BLNLAIT Of THE PASS.

HAS H€ THE PASS?

H< HAS IT NOT | HAVE IT £OR HIM.

GIVE M€ THE PASS. TH€ PASS, ALAS, POOR HIRAM, IS GIVEN.

TH€ PASS 1S RIGHT. ADMIT HIM.

GO« TO DOOR AND OP<ns IT.

£NT4R.

STEPS ASIDE UNTIL (C & K €NT€R AND HAVE PASSED, THEN (LOS€S DOOR AND R€TURNS TO KIS
STATION.

WITH & ON RIGHT, €NT€R AND MAKE ON€ (IRCUIT, HALTING N THE €AST.
WHEN (C & K ARRIVE IN THE €AST, RIS€S AND R<MAINS STANDING DURING THE S(RIPTURE R€ADING.

GIVES READING FROM SCROLL GIVING €ACH S€T OF KNOKS. THE K WILL GIV€ DU€ GUARD AND
SIGN Of €ACH D€GREC L€AD BY THE DM,

AND W<€ S€T THE (H€RUBIM WITHIN THE INNER HOUSL, AND THEY STRLT(H4D £ORTH TH€ WINGS Of
TH€ (H€RUBIM SO THAT THE WING Of ON& TOU(H<D TH€ WALL AND TH€ WING Of THE OTH€R
(H€RUB TOU(H<D TH¢ OTH£R WALL, AND TH€IR WINGS TOU(HED ON€ ANOTH4R IN TH€ MIDST
Of TH< HOUSE. (7 Kincs, W-27) *

AND SOLOMON MAD< ALL TH€ V€§S£LS THAT PLRTAINED UNTO TH€ HOUS Of TH€ LORD; TH¢
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ALTAR Of GOLD AND TABLE Of GOLD WHER< UPON TH< SHEWBR£AD WAS. **

AND TH¢ (ANDLLSTICKS Of PURE GOLD, £1V€ ON TH< RIGHT AND £1V€ ON THE LET, BLFORE TH
ORA(LL, WITH THE £FLOWLRS, AND TH< LAMPS, AND TH¢ TONGS Of (OLD. ***

AND TH< BOWLS, AND THE SNU£L£€RS, AND TH€ BASINSG, AND TH€ SPOONS AND THE (£NS€RS Of
PURE GOLD; AND TH¢ HINGLS Of GOLD, BOTH £OR TH¢ DOORS Of TH< INNER HOUSK, TH¢
MOST HOLY PLACL, AND £OR TH¢ DOORS Of THE HOUSL, TO WIT, Of TH¢ TEMPLE. (7 4/1GS,
Vil: 48-50). *** *

AND HIRAM MAD< TH€ LAVRS AND TH¢ SHOVLLS AND TH< BASINS. SO HIRAM MAD< AN €ND Of
DOING ALL TH¢ WORK THAT H¢ HAD MAD< KING SOLOMON £OR TH¢ HOUS€ Of TH¢ LORD. (7
KNGS, Wil: 40) *** **

SO WAS <ND<D ALL TH¢ WORK THAT KING SOLOMON MAD£ £OR TH¢ HOUS€ Of TH¢ LORD. (7
KNGS, VII]) *** ***

AND B<HOLD, | (OM€ QUICKLY; AND MY R€WARD IS WITH M«, TO GIVE €V<RY MAN ACCORDING
TO HIS WORK SHALL B<€. | AM ALPHA AND OMEGA, THE B£GINNING AND TH€ £ND, TH< £IRST AND
THE LAST, *** *** *

AFTER GIVING THE DU€E GUARD AND SIGN OF THE ROYAL ARCH THE (( & K WILL MAKE ON€
(RCUIT AND HALT AGAIN IN THE €AT. THE DM IS S€ATED. THE LAST SCRIPTURE READING WILL B€GIN
AS THEY PASS THE (C°S STATION.

BL€SS<D AR< TH<Y THAT DO HI§ (OMMANDMLNTS, THAT THEY MAY HAVE A RIGHT TO TH€ TR«
Of LI¥€, AND MAY €NT€R IN THROUGH TH€ GATLS INTO THE (ITY. (R€V, MNI-2-19). *** *** **

W”'” /OO A *okok Hokk kN
RI5€5. WHO (OM«S H<R€?

A (OMPANION ROYAL ARCH MASON, WHO WISH€S TO B£ ADVAN(4D TO TH¢ RIGHTS AND
HONORS Of A ROYAL MAST4R.

IS IT Of YJOUR OWN £R<€ WILL AND AC(ORD?

ITIS.

IS H<¢ DULY AND TRULY PR£PARLD?

He 1S.

WORTHY AND W<LL QUALIfILD?

He 1S,

HAS H€ MAD£ SUITABLE PROAICIENCY IN THE PRE(4DING DLGR4£S?
H€ HAS.

BY WHAT £URTHR RIGHT OR B£N&£IT DOLS H< £XP£(T TO GAIN ADMISSION?
BY TH€ BLNLAIT Of TH< PASS.

HAS H€ THE PASS?
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H€ HAS IT NOT | HAVL IT £OR HIM.
ADVANCE AND GIV€ IT.

ASCENDS THE DAIS AND GIVES THE PASS IN A LOW BREATH. GRIP IS NOT GIVEN. BACKS DOWN TH¢
DAIS TO HiIs POSITION ON TH€ RIGHT Of 4.

TH€ PASS IS RIGHT. R€(ONDUCT TH¢ (ANDIDATE TO TH€ (G IN THE W4ST, WHO WILL T€ACH HIM
HOW TO ADVAN(£ TO TH< ALTAR £OR TH€ <IGHTH TIM< In MASONRY IN DU< AND ANCIENT
£ORM.

(ONDUCTS K TO THE WEST, WHERE THEY HALT AND £ACE THE (C.

(OMPANION (G ((C RIs€S) IT IS THE ORD4R Of ILLUSTRIOUS KING SOLOMON, THAT YOU
T€ACH THIS (ANDIDATE HOW TO ADVAN(£ TO TH€ ALTAR £OR TH< €IGHTH TIM< IN MASONRY IN
DU< AND ANCIENT £ORM.

£AC€ TO TH€ <AST.
(C WILL DIRE(T # TO RBOUT £AC€ AND K¢ WILL HOLD KIS POSITION ON TH¢ NORTH.

ADVANCE ON€ STEP WITH OUR RIGHT £OOT; BRING THE HE£LS TOGLTHLR, £44T #ORMING TWO
SID£S Of AN €QUILATLRAL TRIANGLE. DONE. (G STEPS TO THE RIGHT FRONT Of 4:

| WILL NOW (ONDUT YOU TO TH< ALTAR WH<R€ YOU AR ABOUT TO B< MAD< A ROYAL
MASTCR 1N DU< AND ANCIENT £ORM.

TAKES K BY THE LT ARM AND L€ADS HIM TO TH€ ALTAR PASSING AROUND TH< SOUTH €D Of
STANDARDS: (( FOLLOWS IN TH€ R€AR.

WHICH IS BY KN<£LING ON BOTH KN<£S DOMN¢ BOTH HANDS R€STING UPON THE HOLY BIBL€,
SQUAR< AND (OMPASS DOA ILLUSTRIOUS KING SOLOMON, TH¢ (ANDIDATE IS 1N DU< £ORM.

(OMPANIONS, YOU AR< AGAIN KNE£LING AT THE SACRED ALTAR Of £R<<MASONRY AND AR< IN
DU< £ORM TO TAKE UPON YOURSLLYLS THE SOLEMN OBLIGATION Of A ROYAL MASTR,
WHICH (AN (ONTARIN NOTHING THAT WILL (CON£LICT WITH YOUR DUTY TO GOD, YOUR (OUNTRY,
JOUR N€IGHBOR OR YOURS£L£. WITH THIS ASSURANCE ON MY PART AR€ YOU WILLING TO TAK€
TH¢ OBLIGATION?

I AM.
TH€ (LASS, AND TH< ACTIVE (ANDIDATE WILL SAY, “I”, YOUR NAM<£, AND R€MAIN SILEANT.

Of MY OWN £R<£€ WILL AND ACCORD, IN TH€ PRLSENCE OFf THE SUPREM< ARCHITE(T Of TH<
UNIVERS<, AND THIS (OUNCIL Of ROYAL

MASTERS, DO H<R<BY AND H€R€ON MOST SOLLMNLY PROMISE AND SWLAR, THAT I WILL
FORLVLR K€<P AND (ONCLAL THE S€(R€TS Of THIS D€GR<£, AND WILL NOT R<VEAL THEM £X(£PT
TO HIM OR TH<¢M TO WHOM TH<Y Of RIGHT B£LONG.

| fURTHERMOR< PROMISE, THAT | WILL NOT B€ PR£SLNT, OR ASSIST AT THE (ON£4RRING OFf THIS
DLGR€€, UPON ANY P€RSON UNL£SS H€ SHALL HAVE REGULARLY R€(<IV€D, ALL TH€ PR€(«DING
DLGR€£S, FROM <NTER<D APPRLNTI(€ TO ROYAL ARCH MASON INCLUSIVE, AND TH<N ONLY In A
LEGALLY (ONSTITUTAD (OUN(IL Of ROYAL MASTERS.
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TH€ (LASS, AND TH€ ACTIVE (ANDIDATE WILL NOW R4P<AT AFT4R M<:

ALL THIS, 1 MOST SOL<MANLY AND SINCERLLY PROMISE AND SWEAR, WITHOUT €QUIVO(ATION,
MLNTAL RLSERVATION OR S€(R€T <VASION IN M< WHATEVLR, BINDING MYS<€Lf UND4R NO LSS
PNALTY, THAN THAT Of B<ING BURILD ALIVE, SHOULD | €V<R, KNOWINGLY OR WILLFULLY,
VIOLAT< THIS MYy sOL€mMN OBLIGATION Of A ROYAL MASTLR, SO H€LP M€ GOD AND K<£P
M€ STEADSAST IN THE DU€ PLRFORMANCE OF THE SAML.

K REMOVE K'S HANDS FROM THE BIBLE.

IN TOKEN Of YOUR SINCLRITY Of PURPOSE IN THESE SOLEMN £NGAGEMENTS, YOU WILL KISS
TH¢ HOLY BIBLE NOW OP«£N B££OR< YOU.

)(0)/'%
ARISL.
K MOVES K TO FRONT Of (LASS SO ALL MAY s€€ THE FOLLOWING:

TH< STEP Of A ROYAL MASTLR IS MAD< BY ADVANCING ON< ST4P WITH TH< RIGHT £OOT,
BRINGING THE HE£LS TOGLTHER , £44T FORMING TWO SID4S Of AN €QUILATLRAL TRIANGLE.
(DEMONSTRATES AS H€ €XPLAINS.)

THIS IS THE SIGh Of A ROYAL MASTLR (D<MONSTRATES) WITH THE £INGLRS INTERLACLD; PLACE
BOTH HANDS PALMS DOWN ON TOP Of THE HAD. IT ALLUD4S TO TH< P4NALTY Of YOUR
OBLIGATION, THAT Of B£ING BURILD ALIVE, AND IS TH€ SIGN WITH WHICH YOU SALUTE TH€
ILLUSTRIOUS MASTAR ON <NT€RING OR R4TIRING 4ROM A (OUNAL ROYAL MASTRS.

TH€ SIGN Of RL(OGNITION Of THIS D£GRL£ IS GIVEN AS FOLLOWS:

((C ADVANCES TO LT OF KS. KS TAKES BROKEN TRIANGLE £FROM ALTAR, HANDS IT TO (( AND
sAYs;)

DO YOU KNOW ANYTHING ABOUT THIS?

I DO. | KNOW TH< B€GINNING. WHAT DO YOU KNOW RBOUT IT? (R€TURNS TRIANGLE)
| KNOW TH€ €NDING. WHAT IS TH B€GINAING?

ALPHA. WHAT IS TH€ €NDING?

OM<GA.

TH€ £IRST.

TH< LAST.

TH€ B£GINNING.

TH€ €NDING.

(C RETURNS TO HIS POSITION ON TH€ RIGHT R€AR OF THE K. #KT APPROA(HES KS AND TH€Y
START TO £ORM A LIVING TRIANGLE BUT ON€ OF THE INDISPENSABLE THRE€ B€ING MISSING,
THEY PLACE THEIR HANDS ON €ACH OTHERS SHOULD<RS, AND 45, POINTING TO €T SAYS:

WHAT DO YOU €< THR€?

HET A4 BROK«N TRIANGLE.
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KS & HAT RAIS€ HANDS ABOVE HEADS AND €KCLAIM:
ALASY DROPS HANDS TO SIDE.
POOR HIRAM. DROPS HANDS TO SID<.

THIS IS THE GRIP Of A ROURL MASTLR. (DEMONSTRATES WITH H#KT). WITH THE LEAT 44T
FORMING TWO SID€S Of AN <QUILATERAL TRIANGLE, PLACL BOTH HANDS ON <A(H OTH(RS
SHOULD4RS AND TH¢ WORDS “ALAS POOR HIRAMI” IS THE PASS OFf THIS DLGR4£.

TH€ PRINCIPLE WORDS Of THIS D€GR<< AR ALPHA AND OML(GA.
W€ LEARN FORM MASONIC TRADITION THAT THE ORIGIN Of THIS GRIP IS AS fOLLOWS:
DEMONSTRATING WITH HKT AS He€ €XPLAINS.

SOLOMON, KING Of ISRALL AND HIRAM, KING Of TYRE, MLLTING IN THE SANCTUM SANCTORUM
SHORTLY AfT€R TH€ D4ATH Of HIRAM ABI££, PLAKD THEMS£LV4S INVOLUNTARILY IN TH
POSITION TO GIV€ THE MASTER'S WORD, WH<N SUDD4NLY R<ALIZING THAT ON& Of TH4IR
NUMB<R WAS WANTING, TH¢ IMMDIATLLY PLACLD TH4IR HANDS ON £A(H OTHR’S SHOULD<RS,
SOLOMON, POINTING DOWN, ASKED, “WHAT DO YOU $<€ TH<R€?” HIRAM, KING Of TYR<
R€PLYING, “A BROKLN TRIANGLE.” BOTH THROWING UP TH€IR ARMS, SOLOMON £X(LAIMING,
“ALAS”, HIRAM KING Of TYR£ R4PLIKD, “POOR HIRAM.”

(OMPANION (ONDUTOR Of TH< (OUNCIL, YOU WILL NOW S€AT TH¢ (ANDIDATS.

K, #KT AND (G R€TURN TO THEIR STATIONS. (C (ONDUTS (LASS TO S€RATS AND R€TURNS TO HIS
STATION. WHEN ALL AR€ 1N POSITION, KS GIVES ON€ KNOK AND ALL AR€ S€ATED.
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HISTORI(AL L€(TURS

THIS D€GR<€ ORIGINATED 1IN (ONS€QULNE OF A (ONVLRSATION B£TWL€N GRAND MAST4R
HIRAM ABK£ AND ADONIRAM, JUST BLFOR< TH¢ DATH Of TH¢ FORMKR.

ALTCR THE SANCTUM SANCTORUM WAS (OMPLET4D, AND A PORTION Of TH¢ £URNITURE
D4POSIT4(D TH<R«IN, ADONIRAM, ON A (£RTAIN DAY N€AR HIGH TWLLVE, WENT THLR< TO
D4POSIT ON& Of TH¢ HOLY VESS£LS. AT HIGH TWLVE, WHEN THE (RAST WLR€ (ALLLD fROM
LABOR TO R&FR€SHM<NT, ADONIRAM DID NOT R4TIR€ WITH TH R4ST, BUT LINGXR4D B<HIND
WITH HIRAM ABK£, WHOS (USTOM IT WAS AT THAT HOUR TO £NT£R TH< SANCTUM SANCTORUM
AND OF£4R HIS DLYOTIONS TO D4ITY AND TO DRAW D4SIGNS UPON TH< TR4STLE BOARD.
AFTCR THE RLST OF THE (RAST HAD R<TIR€D, ADONIRAM ASK(D HIRAM ABH£ WHEN H€ SHOULD
R€C£IVE THE MASTER'S WORD. H< ANSWLR4D, “I DO NOT KNOW THAT YOU WILL €V€R R€(£IV€
IT, fOR IT IS AGR<4D BY SOLOMON, KING OFf ISRALL, HIRAM KING Of TYR€ AND MYS£LE THAT
TH€ MASTER'S WORD (AN ONLY B GIVEN WHEN TH TEMPL€ 1S (OMPLET4D, AND TH<N ONLY IN
THE PRESEN(E Of ALL THR<£.” ADONIRAM THN SAID, “SUPPOSL ON& Of YOU THRE£, V4N
JOU YOURS£LE SHOULD B£ R€MOV4D BY D<ATH PRIOR TO THAT €V€NT, HOW TH<N SHALL |
RECEIVE ITY” ALT€R (OMMLNTING ON THE SUBJL(T OF D4ATH, HIRAM ABL£ WITH A SIGAIEI(ANT
G£STURE R€PLIKD, “If | DIL, IT WILL B£ BURIXD TH€R<.”

THIS (ONVERSATION HAVING B£<N R<LATED TO KING SOLOMON BY ADONIRAM, THE MASTLR'S
WORD WAS D€POSIT(D IN TH€ S€(RLT VAULT, AS WILL B£ MOR< £ULLY €XPLAINED TO YOU IN
THE SU((£4DING D€GR<£, TO WHICH THIS IS A PR<PARATORY.

ALTER THE UNTIMLLY D4ATH Of GRAND MAST4R HIRAM ABIEL, THE TWO SURVIVING GRAND
MASTERS INSTITUTAD THIS D€GR<€ Of ROYAL MASTLR IN TOKLN OF THLIR RLSP£(T £OR HIS
M<MORY, AND AS A PARTIAL SUBSTITUT< £OR TH¢ MASTER MASON D£GR<£. B£ING UNABLE TO
£ORM TH< TRIANGLE 1IN GIVING THE MASTER'S WORD, AS ON< Of THEIR NUMBLR WAS D<AD,
TH€Y SUBSTITUTED TH€ BROKLN TRIANGLL, B£ING THE NEARLST THEY (OULD (OM« TO TH<
ORIGINAL.

THEY £IRST (ON££RRLD TH€ D£GR<£ UPON TH€ NOBL€ ADONIRAM, AND TH<N UPON OTH(R
PARTICULAR £RIKNDS Of HIRAM ABIL£. AS HIS £RIEND W€ NOW (ON££R IT UPON YOU, AND W<
GIVE IT AS ILLUSTRATIVE Of TH€ MASTER MASON AND ROYAL ARCH D£GRLLS.

TH€ £URNITURE Of TH€ SANCTUM SANCTORUM (ONSISTAD Of MANY HOLY V£§$£LS MAD£ Of
PUR€ GOLD, BUT TH¢ MOST IMPORTANT ARTI(L THER€ WAS TH€ ARK Of TH€ (OVLNANT, (ALLLD
TH€¢ GLORY Of ISRA<L, WHICH WAS S€AT<D IN TH€ MIDST Of TH¢ HOLY PLACL UND4R TH€ WINGS
Of TH< (H€RUBIM. IT WAS A SMALL (H4ST, OR (O££4R, THRE£ £44T Nin€ INCH£S LONG, TWO
£6£T THR€€ INCHES WID€ AND D44P. IT WAS MAD< Of WOOD <£N(«PTING ONLY TH¢ M<R(Y
S<AT, BUT OV4RLAID WITH GOLD; BOTH INSID< AND OUT. IT HAD A L£DG£¢ Of GOLD
SURROUNDING IT AT TH TOP, INTO WHICH THE (OV4R, (ALLED TH€ M<RCY S€AT WAS L€T IN. TH¢
M<R(Y S€AT WAS Of SOLID GOLD, TH< THICKN€SS Of A HAND’S BR€ADTH. AT TH¢ TWO £NDS
Of IT W€R< TWO (H<RUBS, LOOKING INWARD TOWARD £€A(H OTH€R, WITH TH€IR WINGS
£LXT<ND<D; WHICH, €MBRACING THE WHOLC (IR(UM£€REN(£ OFf THE MER(Y S<AT, M€T ON <ACH
SID<€ IN TH¢ MIDDLE; ALL Of WHICH, TH€ RABBIS SAY, WAS MAD< OUT Of TH€ SAM< MASS
WITHOUT ANY SOLD4RING Of PARTS.

H€R€ THE SHEKINA, OR DIVINE PRLSENCL, RESTED AND WAS VISIBLE IN TH¢ APPLARAN(L Of A
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(LOUD OV4R IT. fROM H£NC£ THE BATHKOL ISSU4D, AND GAVE ANSWLRS WHN GOD WAS
(ONSULTLD. AND H€N(€ IT IS THAT GOD IS SAID IN THE S(RIPTURES TO DW4LL BLTW<N TH¢
(H€RUBIM; THAT IS B£TW<£N THE (H€RUBIM ON TH¢ MER(Y S€AT, BL(AUSE THER€ WAS THE S<AT
OR THRON& Of TH< VISIBLE PRLS£N(< Of HIS GLORY AMONG TH€M.

THIS (ON(LUD4S THE D€GR€£ Of ROUAL MASTAR. YOU WILL NOW R<TIR€ WITH YOUR
(ONDU(TOR, WHILE N€(£SSARY PR<PARATION IS MAD< fOR TH< SU(£4DING D4GR4£.

L€As THE CANDIDATES TO THE WEST OFf THE ALTAR, WHERE THEY RECEIVE THE PROLOGUK.
PROLOGU«

(OMPANIONS: THE D€GR€€ YOU HAVE JUST R€(£IV4D WAS PR4(PARATORY TO TH< ON« THAT IS
TO £OLLOVW, BUT TH< €V4NTS IT PICTUR€S O((URRLD PRIOR TO THOS4 Of TH< THIRD D£GR4£
AND THOS€ Of TH¢ ROYAL MAST4R.

AS A (ANDIDATE IN TH¢ VARIOUS MASONIC DLGRES, JOU REPRESANT4D A S£€<K€R £OR TRUTH
SUMBOLIZ4D BY TH€¢ MASTER'S WORD. IN THE (RAT DLGR€£S THIS WORD WAS LOST WHN IT
$€£M«D ALMOST ATTAINED. YOU W4R€ GIVEN A SUBSTITUTE WITH THE HOP< THAT TH¢ TRUE ON«
WOULD B£ R€(OV4R4D. YOU AGAIN B£(AM< A S<€K<R £OR TH¢ WORD, AND IN TH¢ (HAPT4R
DLGRE£S IT WAS £OUND. THN THE QULSTION AROS4: HOW WAS IT THUS PRLS4RV4D, AND HOW
(AM< IT TO B IN TH PLACL WHER€ YOU £OUND IT2 IN TH€ ROYAL MASTER D€GR<£€ YOU HAD
THE DL£INITE ASSURANCL, NOT GIVEN 1N THE THIRD D<GR€£, THAT IT WOULD B£ PR£S£RV4D, AND
YOU W€R< GIVEN A HINT AS TO WH€R€ IT WOULD B€ BURIKD. IN TH¢ D€GR&€ YOU ARE ABOUT
TO R€(IV, JOU WILL L<ARN HOW AND WHY IT WAS BURIXD TH4R<.

IN THE S€L€CT MASTER DLGR€€, HIRAM ABK£ IS STILL ALIVE AND TH€ THR<< ORIGINAL GRAND
MASTERS AR€ TH€ PRINCIPLE (HARACTLRS IN THE SC£N€S PORTRAY<D.

YOU, AS A (ANDIDATL, WILL R£PR€S4NT ZABUD, WHO WAS TH¢ SON€ Of NATHAN, AND A V£RY
(LOS< P<RSONAL £RIKND OFf KING SOLOMON.

LEADS THE CLASS IN GIVING THE SIGNS, IM RESPONDS. (( (ONDUTS (LASS TO THE PREPARATION
ROOM.

*** (ALL RIs€) | DL(LARE THIS (OUNAL Of ROUAL MASTERS (LOS4D AND LABOR R£SUM«D 1N
TH€ S€(R€T VAULT. COMPANION (APTAIN Of TH< GUARD, INFORM THE S€NTINLL.

(OMPANION STEWARD, INFORM THE S€NTINEL.

(CO€S TO DOOR): *** * *** (ANSW<R€D BY s) (OMPANION S£NTINLL, THE (OUNCIL Of
ROUAL MASTERS IS DULY (LOS4D AND LABOR R€SUM<D IN TH€ S€(R€T VAULT.

GIVES ™ ANSWERED BY STEW.
(OMPANION (APTAIN Of TH€ GUARD, TH€ S€NTINLL IS INFORMLD.
ILLUSTRIOUS MAST4R, YOUR ORD<R HAS B££N OB<Y<D.

*
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