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INTRODUCTION

Right off, it would be appropriate to cut short any misunder-
standing regarding the title of this work. The liberalism of which we
are speaking here is not simply an economic system or a sort of po-
litical regime. It is above all a state of mind, itself the result of an an-
thropology that we will have to examine carefully. This state of mind
is characterized by an ensemble of presuppositions about man, soci-
ety and the world; this anthropology inclines one to make individual
liberty the be all and end all of man.

It is first of all this original liberalism with which we are concerned
in this work. The state of mind that underlies liberal options in the
economic and political order offers advantages that are important to
acknowledge. How can we deny that the liberal climate favors the
affirmation and blossoming of the individual conscience? How can
we not be aware of the fact that this climate directs the spirit of initia-
tive and enterprise? How can we underestimate its stimulating influ-
ence on scientific research, technical progress, material well-being? Is
there a context which better permits our maintaining alert our criti-
cal vigilance before the suffocating supervision of the State?

Nevertheless, this liberalism, as effective as it may be, rests upon
two axiomatic presuppositions curiously eluding criticism: material-
ism and individualism. Now these two presuppositions have as a cor-
ollary a truncated vision of social relationships. One tends to reduce
them to relationships of force, relationships of struggle in opposition
to men eager to appropriate goods and increase their profits.

Add to that a no less truncated conception of liberty; this is con-
fused with the total autonomy, pure and simple, of the individual,
regarding himself, others and values.

The complex political economic system resulting from these pre-
mises is provided with a very convenient justification. It takes on the
form of a postulate according to which rival special interests finish by

il
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attaining a harmony that achieves the general interest and assures
justice. But such a postulate is inadmissible: it leads to a totalitarian
trend that issues in the crushing of the weakest by the strongest.

This trend is totalitarian in its nature, its end and its means. In its
nature, for it attacks the Ego of the weak, in the twofold physical and
psychic dimension of the Ego; in its end, for it aims at consolidating
and extending the domination of the affluent on a planetary scale; in
its means, for it utilizes the most diverse scientific and technical disci-
plines, making an especial appeal, today, to demography and bio-
medical techniques. This ideology is instilled in every milieu with-
out exception and in doing so makes use of the most modern and ef-
fective propaganda techniques.

We can understand spontaneously and without difficulty how
the socialist ideology feeds totalitarian projects. Often denounced,
contemporary history moreover offers many examples of this trend.
But one expression of totalitarianism can hide another one. The de-
veloped Western world, fortified in its attachment to liberty and sat-
isfied in having thwarted the strategies of some despots, spontane-
ously thinks itself immunized against every totalitarian project that
could arise from within. It cannot imagine totalitarianism except as
coming from outside. The thought of a threat of colonization, it
thinks, doesn’t concern but the Third-World.

It believes it is vaccinated against such a threat. Its vigilance is,
therefore, immobilized, inhibited and paralyzed. In one sense it is
alienated, for it does not take into account — it cannot take into ac-
count — the fact that the totalitarian peril to which it is exposed
sinks its roots in the political and economic system of which it is heir,
beneficiary and agent.

Our intention is to assist in this difficult awakening of awareness,
for it involves the future of human society. We want to show that the
toleration dynamic, issue of a perversion of liberalism, benefits, if we
dare to say so, from unexpected collusions, even in international or-
ganizations, and that it produces new slaves. ‘

* % ¥

Our exposition will follow different steps. First, we will point out
some particularly revealing data about the world situation from the
last twenty-five years. Taking into account the fact that after the
putsch of August 1991, nothing will remain the same as before, we
will inquire into the East-West cleavage and show why it is logical
that the North-South cleavage is more important today. It will thus
become clear that the theme “total war” has been reinterpreted: it
was first applied to East-West relations; but now it is indispensable
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for comprehending the North-South relations and the change in the
nature of international organizations.

The signs of the totalitarian trend will clearly appear at the end
of this inquiry, and we will analyze them in the second section. There
we will examine, first of all, the link betweeen the foundation of lib-
eral ideology and “bad development.” We will do the same for socialist
ideology: what are the links between it and pseudo-development”? Fol-
lowing this twofold examination, we will indicate the link that exists,
on the one hand, between these two ideologies, these two models of
truncated development, and, on the other hand, underdevelopment.

In the last section we will try to outline a path of hope. For, on the
theoretical level, the liberal model is more easily corrected than the
socialist model. And the reason is simple: it is a question of the different
conception we observe in these two currents regarding the place and
role of man in society. Certain central themes of existential phenom-
enology and personalism, will be particularly fruitful at this stage of
our project. They will allow us to understand why man has no reason to
yield to a fatalism justifying every reactionary current — and why it
is not in vain that he retains in his heart the hope of liberation.!

* & %

In finalizing this work, we have benefited from the critique and
suggestions of many colleagues who have let us profit from their
competence. Especially do we wish to thank Mr. Fernand Bézy, law-
yer and economist, professor at the Catholic University of Louvain,
Miss Isabelle Borremans, political scientist, Miss Marie Hendrickx,
theologian and philosopher, Dr. Philippe Schepens, surgeon, and
above all Mr. Benoit Patar, philosopher and economist. Without their
friendly collaboration and encouragement, this study would not
have seen the light of day.

This work is not, first of all, the result of a careful enquiry into the

works of learned specialists. It is above all the extension of direct con-
tact with men to whom the author has contracted a debt of gratitude.

It is only right to acknowledge that our first field of experience
was Latin America, especially Brazil. But we have always had
equally in mind the concrete situations of Asia, Africa and Europe.

If one should lose sight of the constant reference to this diversified
background, the following pages will lose much of their significance.

September 8, 1991

1 We have gone into these problems in Démocratie et libération chrétienne. Principes
pour l'action politique (Paris: Lethielleux, 1986).



FOREWORD
TO THE SECOND EDITION

This edition is different in important ways from the first. First of
all, it includes the reproduction of a personal letter addressed to the
author by His Holiness, Pope John Paul II after the publication of the
first edition. Besides, in the first section, the statistical data has been
updated on the basis of the most recent available sources. The same
is true of the bibliography. One chapter devoted to the Gulf War and
to South Africa has been omitted, because it was no longer as topical
as it was five years ago. One will also notice in the last section new
references incorporated into the text; they refer the reader to the en-
cyclical Evangelium Vitae of March 25, 1995. Finally, the text of the
first edition in its entirety was reprinted after being revised and cor-
rected.

Louvain-la-Neuve, Belgium
October 23, 1995



To Reverend Michel Schooyans,

Professor at the Catholic University of Louvain-la-Neuve

It is a pleasure for me personally to address these
cordial thanks for sending me, in filial homage, your

book entitled La dérive totalitaire du libéralisme.

In this study, you have the merit of presenting a
personal analysis and of explaining clearly the
consequences of an organization of life in society
which would reduce the common good to an ensemble of
economic and material relationships, to the detriment

of all humanist, cultural and religious considerations.

May your pertinent analyses, supported by competent
personalities, lead your readers -- especially
Christian ones -- to restore everywhere in the world a
social justice worthy of the name, by means of public
and private institutions capable of promoting the
dignity of persons and respect for communities! To this
ardent wish, I am happy to join a special Apostolic
Benediction for you, those dear to you as well as your

collaborators.

From the Vatican, December 9, 1991
John Paul Papa II



PART 1

A WORLD IN CRisIs

Let us try to disengage the broad traits of the world’s evolution
as compared to what it was about a quarter of a century ago. What
are the “old” problems that are always arising? What are the prob-
lems that were hidden or ignored in the middle of the sixties and are
forcing themselves more and more on our attention? What are the
“new” problems?

These questions arise in different settings which we will view
successively: countries on the way to development, industrialized
countries, communist countries, international relations.

The numerical data that we will present does not presume to be
the most recent; it is given in order to indicate and illustrate the
* scope of the problems. The moral and political argumentation that
we will develop is, nevertheless, not based on this data and doesn’t
depend on it. ’



CHAPTER 1

COUNTRIES UNDER DEVELOPMENT

Some Encouraging Facts

In a very general fashion what do we observe?! We see a great in-
equality among countries under development and great differences
within each particular country.? At the cost of much difficulty, some
countries have made a start (Brazil, South Korea, Taiwan, Nigeria);?
others stagnate (the greater number of them); others are sinking or
regressing (many countries in Africa).*

We are also witnessing the emergence of regional arrangements
of solidarity which can be very beneficial to the development of
people. These new arrangements of solidarity are appearing in Latin
America, and they are perceptible already in Africa. One notices also
an increase in trade among nations of the Third-World.’

Sensitivity is sharpened on account of some problems which,
without being totally new, have taken on new proportions. We feel
ourselves responsible for the destiny of the human community in its
entirety. We feel ourselves more and more concerned with what hap-
pens, for example, in the middle East, in Ethiopia, in Afghanistan, in
Bosnia, in Rwanda, etc. This sentiment of responsibility goes hand in
hand with the heightened sense of solidarity.

In circulating information better, the media have contributed to
consolidating this twofold sentiment of responsibility and solidarity.
The two decades of development — those of 1960 and 1970 — orga-
nized by the UN have influenced opinion in the same direction.

Nevertheless, information doesn’t suffice to consolidate this
twofold sentiment. We also need above all an education of the moral
sense. Numerous publications and personalities on all shores en-
deavor to awaken consciences.

1
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In the Catholic world, the teaching of the Church and the per-
sonal involvement of innumerable Christians in efforts for justice
have played a prime role in the moral education of consciences in
matters of justice. The list of recent recipients of the Nobel Prize for
Peace is revealing enough in this question. Under the impetus of the
sovereign pontiffs since John XXIII and of Vatican Council IT with its
Constitution Gaudium et Spes, is clear how many bishops, priests and
laymen have become involved with determination in efforts for jus-
tice, peace and development. The direct influence of the social doc-
trine of the Church is particularly perceptible in some non-violent
“revolutionary” movements that can be observed notably in Haiti
and in The Philippines. Ever since Populorum progessio (1967), the au-
dience for this social teaching has gone well beyond the limits of the
institutional Church. It has contributed toward reinforcing her moral
authority beyond her visible boundaries.

Several Reasons for Anxiety

Alongside these encouraging indications, we must, alas take note
of some reasons for preoccupation: hunger continues to wreak havoc.$

There is still a lot to do in order to stimulate food-producing agri-
culture in order to respond to elementary needs and to insure self-
sufficiency in foodstuffs. The projects of “the green revolutions”
have often been a failure. To that is added drought or floods, erosion
of the soil, decrease in the fertility of the land.

Agricultural policy is generally oriented toward exports and fa-
vors cultivation for income. This aims at profit rather than the satisfaction
of alimentary needs. To this kind of cultivation is usually tied the prob-
lem of single-crop farming. And this exposes the producing countries
to the risks of the world market. Thus the Ivory Coast, where the pro-
duction of cocoa predominates, suffers from the competition of new
producers, for example Indonesia. Furthermore, in a general way, the
prices of tropical products are low on the international markets.

Research aiming at ameliorating the food varieties (cereals, sor-
ghum, rice, etc.) is plentiful, but its slow in being applied.
On top of the often mediocre yield of the soil are frequently

added a lack of land and an anarchical utilization of the soil. What
results is an accelerated rural depopulation.

First among the causes of the deficit in foodstuffs appear urban
concentration and the importation of foodstuffs at prices subsidized
in the countries of origin. A policy of foodstuffs at low prices has the
effect of putting pressure on salaries.



Countries UNDER DEVELOPMENT 3

The international difference in costs can also create a problem. In it-
self, this is good; but this difference can become a catastrophe if, as is
not rare in the Third-World, one allows enterprises to monopolize
the manual labor and unscrupulously exploit it. The mechanism that
consists in making good use of comparative advantages is good for
the international community. However, it frequently happens in de-
veloping countries that these comparative advantages are the result
of conditions arising from a humiliating life and conditions of de-
grading work for the populations concerned.

Problems in health tend at times to become worse. In the choice of
health systems, one generally favors curing over preventing. Within
the same country regional disparities are marked. Thus city dwellers
more easily have access to better care than the rural population.

One notices an upsurge in maladies peculiar to the poor (among
others, tuberculosis, cholera and malaria); little is done to purify
drinking water, to improve hygiene and preventive medicine in gen-
eral. AIDs is in the process of wreaking havoc everywhere, but it es-
pecially affects different countries of the Third-World (Kenya, Zaire).

The rate of infant mortality (children less than a year old) remains
high. It goes like this: Ethiopia: 120 per thousand; Mali: 104; Nepal:
102; Malawi: 134; Niger: 123; Rwanda: 117; Bolivia: 58; Indonesia:
64; Nigeria: 72; Thailand: 35; Brazil: 58; Mexico: 34; Italy: 7.4; Bel-
gium: 7.6; Japan: 4.3; Switzerland: 5.6.”

Life expectancy at birth often remains low. In 1995, it was 50 years
in Ethiopia; 46 in Sierra Leone; 60 in Bolivia; 65 in The Philippines. In
countries with higher revenues it was 74 years; 77 in Belgium; 78 in
Canada; 78 in France.? ’

According to the World Bank (1994), the number of inhabitants per
doctor in 1990 was: 32,500 in Ethiopia; 57,310 in Burkina Faso; 24,600
in India; 40,610 in Rwanda; 17,650 in Senegal; 8,120 in The Philip-
pines; 4,840 in Morocco; 4,360 in Thailand; 590 in Germany; 350 in
France; 420 in the United States.’

Illiteracy, which was thought to have been arrested, reverses itself
but slowly, particularly in the female population. One can only guess
the innumerable and distressing consequences of that. Again accord-
ing to the World Bank (1994), the number of illiterate adults in 1990
was as follows: In Sub-Sahara Africa, out of 543 million inhabitants,
50% of the total population and 62% of women were illiterate; in
Latin America, out of 453.2 million, 15% of the total population and
18% of women; in southern Asia the number was 55% and 69%,
while that of the entire world was 35% and 45%.
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Let us cite a few examples from the Third-World, always from
the same source. Out of a population of 101.9 million inhabitants in
Nigeria 49% were illiterate and 61% of all women; in Morocco, with
a population of 26.2 million, 51% and 62%; in Egypt, out of a popula-
tion of 54.7 million, 52% and 66%; in Brazil, out of 153.9 million, 19%
and 20%; in Mexico, out of 85 million, 13% and 15%; in China, out of
1,162.2 million, 27% and 38%; in India, out of 883.6 million, 52% and
66%; in Pakistan, out of 119.3 million, 656% and 79%; finally, in Iran,
out of 59.6 million, 46% and 57%.°

Devastation of the environment is often caused by an unbridled cu-
pidity. Two examples will illustrate this ecological disaster. In some
countries, there occurs a savage deforestation: this is not followed
by a galloping desertification but by a reforestation with eucalyptus
just as savage. Besides exhausting the soil, such species cause the
fauna to flee, in particular the birds — all this profoundly disturbing
the ecosystem. Elsewhere, the gold-bearing silt of certain rivers is
treated with mercury, and the result is that the fish are struck with
mercury poisoning.

The bourgeoisie of Third-World countries are often isolated from
the masses, and remain very submissive to the influence of wealthy
countries. The information that fills the minds of this fraction of the
population is itself an instrument of neocolonization.

Their way of thinking and living imitate the attitudes and habits
of the “metropolis”. They generally give in to ostentatious consum-
erism and pay too little attention to the common good.

The available revenue per household is very unevenly distrib-
uted; thus it appears in the table using the data available at the time
of the 1993 report’s publication."! Among other things, one will no-
tice that in Brazil (1989) the poorest 20% have but 2.1% of the rev-
enue.? If we take into consideration the wealthiest ten percent, we
see that this group gets 51.3% of the revenue! We are going to cite
some data extracted from the 1993 report.”
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TABLE 1
Percentage of household revenue by revenue brackets
YEAR POOREST RICHEST RICHEST
FIFTH FIFTH TENTH
Bangladesh 88-89 9.5 38.6 24.6
India 89-90 8.8 413 27.1
Kenya 81-83 2.7 60.9 454
Pakistan 91 8.4 39.7 252
Rwanda 83-85 9.7 38.9 24.6
Indonesia 90 8.7 42.3 27.9
Philippines 88 6.5 47.8 32.1
Thailand 88 6.1 50.7 35.3
Peru 85-86 49 514 354
Brazil 89 21 67.5 51.3
Mexico 84 4.1 55.9 395
Venezuela 89 4.8 49.5 33.2
Spain 80-81 6.9 40.0 24.5
Italy 86 6.8 41.0 253
Belgium 78-79 79 36.0 215
France 79 6.3 40.8 25.5
Japan 79 8.7 37.5 24
United States 85 4.7 419 25.0
Switzerland 82 52 44.6 29.8

The Emergence of New Problems

In the course of the last two decades many problems have arisen
with a new acuteness.

The Muslim world has shown a real desire for openness. That
doesn’t mean that it isn’t less true that Muslim integalism justifies
genuine anxiety, sadly confirmed only recently.

The greater part of the Third-World has been affected by inflation. -
This constitutes, so to speak, a perpetual and unjust taxation, in the
sense that it affects relatively more the poor strata of the population,
whose nominal revenues adapt less quickly to increased prices.

Despite the obscure intentions that animated those who declared
war on it, the production and consumption of drugs have assumed
alarming proportions.

Numerous are the countries of the Third-World that are gov-
erned by a personal or collegial dictatorship. Most of the time these
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dictatorships are “simple,” in the sense that they aim at preserving
the privileges and wealth of a mafia which maintains itself by means
of fear and corruption. In such dictatorships, the headmen are not
concerned what their subordinates do, say or think, so long as their
own privileges are not questioned. These dictatorships are always
accompanied by an unbridled corruption that reaches, like a cascad-
ing flood, all the strata of the population.

During the last decades, different Third-World countries, in par-
ticular Latin America, have experienced dictatorial regimes of a to-
talitarian tendency. Such regimes are distinguished from “simple”
dictatorships by a political doctrine that is generally “organicist”:
men have no reality except as members of the state which transcends
them and to which henceforth they must submit without argument.
In such regimes personal ability to judge and freely decide is
erased.” It is in the very logic of these regimes to install forms of civil
religion. This kind of dictatorship, alas, is flourishing in our century,
and it expresses, among other things, the doctrine of national secu-
rity’ under different forms.

These two forms of dictatorship, simple or totalitarian, always
facilitate the takeover of nations by dominant foreign powers. And
this takeover uses above all two main means: ideology and corrup-
tion. Varying versions of the doctrine of national security, or of the
Marxist-Leninist doctrine, are regularly utilized by external powers
as spearhead for ideological colonization. As for corruption, it has
grown so widespread that it requires a special examination.

Of all the evils suffered by developing countries, the worst is in
fact corruption. This phenomenon must be seen in its global cultural
context. Notably it must take into account customs, ethnic solidarity
and underdevelopment itself.

The phenomenon of corruption is universal we know, but in
most of the Third-World countries, it reaches proportions of a moral
and political catastrophe with negative economic consequences.”

The type of corruption we are considering here is that which con-
sists in using political and administrative power for personal gain. It
works above all in two ways: either in diverting toward private
profit funds belonging to the public; or in making people pay for ser-
vices one must render freely in the exercise of duties for which he re-
ceives remuneration. In this precise case, it is a question of misappro-
priation. ' |
This kind of behavior is seriously unjust for two reasons. In the
first place, the performance of public functions should be directly or-
dered toward the common good. Secondly, practiced on a grand
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scale, as is the case most frequently, such behavior is the source of
considerable and revolting inequities.

Moreover, corruption tends to spread. Frequently subordinate
functionaries aren’t paid because the monies destined for their remu-
neration are diverted to higher levels of the hierarchy. What do they
do, then, these subordinates? They sell their signatures in their of-
fice. The same holds true for teachers who sell grades and diplomas.

It is very difficult to react. From within? But where corruption is
rampant, the tendency is to compromise everybody and thus to but
the silence of the very ones who could contest it. From outside? But
immediately one will be blamed for interference in the internal af-
fairs of a “sovereign” country.

Furthermore, corruption has direct effects on international rela-
tions. Corruption leading to corruption, transactions aren’t con-
cluded without great bribes. Governments and individuals are
thence confronted with the dilemma: to abstain or cooperate with
crooks.

Some Complex Demographic Situations
Third-World countries are equally caught up in complex demo-
graphic situations.’

The world population, counted in millions, appears as follows, ac-
cording to the United Nations:"

TABLE 2
World Population
(in millions)
YEARS |AFRICA [LATIN |ASIA& |EUROPE& [NORTH [WORLD
AMERICA |OCEANIA |CEI AMERICA

1950 222 166 1,391 573 166 2,518
1990 643 488 3,139 787 276 5,292
2000 867 538 3,743 818 295 6,261
2050 2,265 922 5,640 866 326 10,019
2075 2,727 } 1,024 | 5919 851 319 10,840

According to the World Bank (1994), the United States counted
250 million inhabitants in 1990, and it is estimated that there will be

297 million in 2010;

India: 850 and 1170;

Brazil: 149 and 194;

Mexico: 82 and 114; Indonesia: 178 and 231; Nigeria: 96 and 164;
Bangladesh: 110 and 153; Russia: 148 and 152; China: 1,1134 and 1,1348%
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The growth rates, some claim, are such as to neutralize in part
the encouraging results obtained from economic growth.

The governments of poor countries can only with difficulty put
under way, within the time limits which should be brief, the net-
works of health and medical aid, as well as the indispensable infra-
structures, notably in the field of education.

One notices a generalized falling off of the annual population
growth rate. According to J. C. Chesnais, the maximum rate of 2.9%
had been reached between 1960 and 1965 in Latin America; 2.5% be-
tween 1970 and 1975 in Asia; and it will be 3.1% between 1990 and
2000 in Africa.?

The World Congress on population held in Mexico in 1984 had
already brought to light some numerical data requiring rectification
but whose size will hardly change.

~ They counted 4.8 billion men in the world; 2000 there will be
some 6.2 billion. Now 4.8 billion of this population will live in the
Third-World, and 50% of this population in the Third-World will be
less than 25 years old. We are witnessing a massive demographic ex-
pansion of the Third-World by 2000: four-fifths of the world’s popu-
lation will be found in the Third-World.

If one is sometimes justified in speaking of overpopulation in the
cities of the Third-World, we must acknowledge that generally it
isn’t the same in the hinterland of the countries in question.

We are in agreement that a generation from now some cities, al-
ready huge today, will have become gigantic. Some say that in 2010
Mexico City will have 18 million people, Sdo Paulo 25 million,
Bombay 24 million, Shanghai 22 millions, etc.?2 This disordered but
remediable growth of the big cities is the bearer of problems that will
be difficult to control, in particular in the area of delinquency.’

For roughly thirty years we have seen governments promote
without scruples campaigns of birth containment, basing their ac-
tions on inadmissible motivations founded first of all on the utility
and convenience of the powerful, and having recourse to methods
requiring a moral condemnation without any ambiguity. Used in po-
litical science, the word “containment” means “curbing”; applied to
demography, it means “brake,” “control.”

The United Nations Fund for Population Activities (UNFPA) of-
fers the most recent available numbers concerning the percentage of
married women of an age to conceive but using modern means of
contraception. According to this source, the percentages for the vari-
ous countries run like this: Uganda: 3%; India: 36%; China: 80%;
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Kenya: 27%; Indonesia: 47% Jamaica: 57%; Hong Kong: 75%; Mo-
rocco: 36%; Dominican Republic: 52%; Cameroon: 4%; Honduras:
35%; Columbia: 55%; Brazil: 57%; Mexico: 45%; Low countries:
76%; France: 64%; Japan: 57%; Norway: 72%; United States: 69%.2

Among the inadmissible motives, let us point out eugenics: follow-
ing in Galton’s (1822-1911) steps, one sees it as a matter of interven-
ing to favor the procreation of the most talented, that is, of those who
succeed, and in parallel fashion, to prevent the procreation of the
poorest, that is, those who fail. Racism, which has currently new
phases, is no stranger to this eugenics.*

Some methods calling for clear moral condemnation are put to use
on a large scale with an effrontery without precedent. Some govern-
ments organize massive campaigns of sterilization and abortion. This
violence done to physical integrity is generally preceded and/or ac-
companied by violence done to the freedom of vulnerable human be-
ings, from whom one extorts “consent”.? It has even been established
that infanticide, which we believed had been erased from the surface of
the globe, has reappeared and that girls are the chief victims.*

1 P.Jean-Yves Calvez has published a very good work: Tiers-Monde . . . Un monde
dans le monde. Aspects sociaux, politiques, internationaux (Paris: ed. Ouvriéres, 1989).

2 The reports of the World Bank now make a distinction among “countries of
weak revenue,” those of “intermediate revenue” (these are divided into two
brackets), “exporters of petroleum with an elevated revenue,” “industrial countries
with a market economy,” and the few “countries of Europe and the East with
planned economies.”

3 On Latin America see Carlos Ominami, Amerique latine. Les ripostes d la crise
(Paris: 1’Harmattan, 1988); on Asia see Jean-Luc Maurer, and Philippe Regnier, La
nouvelle Asie indutrielle. Enjeux, stratégies et perspectives (Paris: Presses Universitaires
de France, 1989); on Africa see Pierre Pradervand, Une Afrique en marche. La
révolution silencieuse des paysans africains (Paris: Plon, 1989); Achille Mdembe,

“1! Afrique noire va imploser,” Monde diplomatique 433 (April 1990) 10 ££.
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8 Ibid.
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CHAPTER I

THE DEVELOPED COUNTRIES

In the middle of the “Golden Sixties,” an ill-founded optimism
inclined many circles to believe that prosperity and expansion
would necessarily and indefinitely grow. This atmosphere that, in
certain circles, bordered on euphoria was to end in disillusionment.
The date that proved to be the turning point was 1968. From then un-
til now developed countries have seen unexpected problems arise.
The branches of the tree called “development” bear rotten as well as
marvelous fruit. Some readjustments were urgently required. The
encyclical Sollicitudo Rei Socialis, for example, invites us to call such
unbridled and unbalanced growth that turns on itself” over-devel-
opment.”

A Prodigious Dynamism

It is enough just to glance at the evolution of real revenue per in-
habitant in some big areas of the world to realize the fantastic dyna-
mism of some countries called developed. From around $4,400 (US
$) in 1950, North America went close to $8,400 in 1984; for Europe

from $2,000 to $6,000, while Latin America went from $1,000 to
$2,000, and Africa from $500 to $800.!

Jean-Claude Chesnais summarizes the world situation of 1985 as
follows:

Translated into terms of purchasing power of the dollar at inter-
national prices, the world production can, in 1985, be valued at
around 10,000 billion dollars. Two thirds of this wealth is pro-
duced in the developed world. .. .With 23 and 21% of the total

11
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respectively, the two greatest economic groups are the overseas
Anglo-Saxons (the U.S., Canada, Australia, New Zealand) and
Western Europe; Japan comes next with 8%. Taken together, the
various developed countries of the free world, with a population
equivalent to one sixth of humanity, furnish more than half (52%) of
the world’s production, while the developed socialist economies
have a relative weight of 15%, comparable to that of Asia with-
out China. Latin America has an economic weight which does not go
beyond that of Japan alone (8%). As regards China, according to an
evaluation, its economic measure would be but slightly superior
to that of the African continent and slightly inferior to that of Ja-
pan.?

Still according to the same specialist, the percentage of world
production due to Africa would be in the order of 4.8%; to China
5.8%. For the entirety of the developing world, counting some 3,669
billion inhabitants, or 75.8% of the world’s population, the propor-
tion would be 33.1%. For the entirety of the developed world, count-
ing some 1,173 billion inhabitants, or 24.2% of the world’s popula-
tion, the proportion would be 66.9%.3

Lost Illusions

The prodigious performance of the developed world does not,
however, justify abandoning all clarity regarding its realizations.

Around 1968, when the optimism of the “Golden Sixties” was
predominant, among the young a political, social, “Third-World,”
“anti-imperialist” awareness was born, or rather consolidated. How-
ever, these same young people soon discovered that they were the
first victims of a society of abundance. They dreamed of full employ-
ment and the improvement of the standard of living. False prophets
had told them that they ought to want everything right away, includ-
ing sex. They foundered in individualism and anarchy, and every
form of authority was called into question. Although the youth of to-
day have not experienced this crisis, they still carry its wound. They
wonder how one can insert himself into a society that is always in
crisis; they are worried about their future and haunted by the specter
of unemployment. In 1991-1992, 19.5% of the young could not find
work in France; 34.4% in Spain and 13.7% in the U.S.4

Adults also give up these illusions to the degree that they experi-
ence the consequences of the actual crisis. One simple indication will
illustrate the scope of this crisis. According to the 1994 report of the
United Nations Development Program (PUND), 10.2% of the active
population of France was unemployed; in the U.S. 7.3%; in Italy
10.5%; in Spain 18.1%.5
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There is also sad evidence that the wealthiest countries fail to re-
duce the pockets of poverty in which sometimes a significant pro-
portion of the population stagnates.® Abbe Pierre frequently reminds
us of this.

With reason, then, one draws our attention to the problems of the
Fourth-World, in which are found all those who remain on the edge
of the circulation of production and consumption, social legislation,
organization of mutual assistance, etc. Along the same lines, one can
point out the persistence of a rate of illiteracy which the mentally
handicapped and others do not suffice to explain.

Over and above AIDS, three new problems cry for attention since
1968.

The first is terrorism. Sometimes it is seen as a means of seizing
power; sometimes it is envisaged as a means of bringing pressure to
bear on the authorities. It is either “revolutionary” or “reformist.” In
any case, it hurts the innocent and by means of it violence prevails
over law.

The second is drugs. They have a double malice: on the one hand,
they alter and degrade the personality of those who use them; on the
other hand, they are a powerful factor of social dissolution,. Drugs are
one of the most formidable elements responsible for the dismantle-
ment of the family; they are also, more generally, one of the most pow-
erful agents destructive of human society. Here the wealthiest societies
allow themselves to be trapped. The problem of drugs is, in fact,
written large on the whole framework of the market; to balance the de-
mand and the offer, it was necessary to dilute culture. Moreover, drug
production must be inscribed in the general framework of special-
ized cultures in order to obtain the best price for their production.

Finally, it is appropriate to sound the alarm regarding the “ruin-
ing” of the environment due especially to pollution.

Demographic Questions

The developed countries have demographic problems different
from those of the

Third-World, but they are all the more grave because they are
hidden by the unilateral insistence determined to denounce what
they wrongheadedly call “the demographic explosion” of the Third-
World. The “demographic decline” of the developed countries is
then thinly veiled.”

Let us point out that in 1950 15.6% of the world’s population was
to be found in Europe; in 1990 the proportion was about 9.4% and
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we can foresee that it will be 4.9% in 2050. In North America we have
respectively 6.6%, 5.2%, 3.3%; in Latin America 6.6%, 8.5%, 9.2%; in
Africa 8.8%,12.1%, 22.6%; in Asia 54.6%, 58.8%, 55.9%.8

Next let us consider a fall of the gross birth rate, that is to say, of
the “annual number of live births per thousand inhabitants.” In the
developed countries the fall of this rate sometimes prevents the re-
placement of the population. In 1970 and in 1991 the gross birth rate
was respectively 47 and 44 in sub-Saharan Africa; 49 and 47 in Zam-
bia; 56 and 47 in Malawi; 52 and 40 in Rwanda; 53 and 37 in Kenya;
46 and 36 in Bolivia; 51 and 43 in Nigeria; 43 and 29 in Ecuador; 21
and 17 in Brazil; 35 and 24 in Mexico. In the industrialized countries
the situation was the following: 20 and 10 in Spain; 15 and 12 in Bel-
gium; 17 and 15 in Canada; 16 and 14 Great Britain; 17 and 13 in
France; 18 and 16 in the U.S.; 19 and 11 in Japan; 14 and 10 in the Fed-
eral German Republic.®

Between 1960 and 1992 the evolution of the total fertility rate,
that is, the median number of children per woman, is not less reveal-
ing. In Denmark it went from 2.54 to 1.76; in former Federal Ger-
many form 2.37 to 1.30; in Great Britain from 2.72 to 1.79; in Belgium
from 2.56 to 1.56; in France from 2.73 to 1.73; in Italy from 2.41 to
1.25; in Spain from 2.86 to 1.23.1° Now, taking into account the actual
death rate, one normally needs a rate of 2.1 to replace the population
and to keep the pyramid of age balanced.

Let us observe also the impressive differences in the proportion
of young people according to regions. According to the World Popula-
tion Data Sheet 1995, 32% of the world’s population is younger than
15; in the rich countries, this proportion is 20%; in the poor countries
it is 38%. It is 45% in Africa; 34% in Latin America; 33% in Asia; 22%
in the U.S. and 20 % in Europe. According to the same source, 6% of
the world’s population is 65 years old; in the rich countries this pro-
portion is 13%; in the poor 4%; it is 3% in Africa; 5% in Latin
America; 5% in Asia; 13% in the U.S. and 13% in Europe.!

No less suggestive is the study of the projected increase of popula-

tion."? This study leads the World Bank to make the estimates listed
in Table 3.
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TABLE 3%
Increase of Population
Population
(by million of inhabitants)
Region 1995 2010 2025
Countries with Low Revenue
Africa 719 1,056 1,431
Burundi 6 9 14
Egypt 58 73 86
Ethiopia 57 92 140
Malawi 9 15 21
Morocco 28 36 43
Nigeria 111 164 217
Uganda 19 30 45
Latin America 475 585 686
Brazil 161 194 224
Mexico 90 114 136
Asia 3,443 4,194 4,860 .
China 1,199 1,348 1,471
India 934 1,170 1,370
Indonesia 193 231 265
Pakistan 130 187 243
|Countries with High Revenue
Canada 28 32 35
US.A. 263 297 323
Europe 731 742 744
Germany 81 79 75
Belgium 10 10 10
France 58 61 62
Great Britain 58 60 61
Switzerland 7 7 7

Increased life expectancy, due to various factors, has modified
the proportion of aged persons in developed societies.!* The increased

life expectancy raises two types of problems.

Insertion of aged persons into their natural milieu, especially the
family, is often problematic. In families, aged persons are often per-
ceived as obstacles to the professional realization of its members
who are of work age. They are put in institutions, something that en-

tails separation from their families.
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Some responsible policy-makers have, moreover, raised the
question of the cost of aged persons in developed societies. Put in
another way, the question is whether mamtalmng the elderly alive is
profitable for society, or whether “economic imperatives” recom-
mend turning to euthanasia.’®

Industrialized countries have a number of problems due to mi-
gration.'® During the years of prosperity, the industrialized countries
imported from poor countries, and sometimes from their former
colonies, docile but little qualified laborers. Little was done to avoid
setting these immigrants apart and thus giving rise to a caste of “de-
scendants of immigrants.” Little was done to integrate these men
and women as full citizens. Whence it results that the crisis of which
we have just spoken entailed among the immigrants an unemploy-
ment due to which they are particularly destitute.

This unemployment, of which the indigenous are also victims,
has aroused among them an animosity that is frequently colored
with a barely veiled racism. Frequently immigrant workers are
treated in a humiliating manner or even sent home, although they
have been established in the industrialized countries for a long tlme
and their children have been educated there.

By reason of their very special living situation, immigrants are
not only hesitant about integration, but they affirm their cultural and
religious difference. In turn, this difference is accentuated by the
ghetto phenomenon.

However, a new problem sharply emerges. Whether, for ex-
ample, in the U.S.A. with the Latin Americans, or in Russia with the
Moslems from Asia, or in western Europe with the immigrants from
the Maghreb, we see a great difference in the birth rates and in the total
fertility rate. Although these rates bend and sometimes collapse
among the various nations, they remain comparatively high among
the immigrants. The latter are poor and often more motivated than
the nations in which they reside. Everything leads us to believe that
little by little they will occupy the influential positions in the indus-
trialized countries. Moreover, once the towns become under-inhab-
ited and the factories are worked below their capacity, due to lack of
workers or the market, we must expect that the immigrants of yes-
terday will attract their compatriots. No rule, no law, no manner of
intimidation will manage to restrain the pressure of this young
population of foreign origin, nor prevent it from occupying the
places left empty by the fall of the birth rate among the indigenous
population. This gives rise to the need to reconsider the right of com-
munication and the universal destination of material goods.



THE DEVELOPED COUNTRIES 17
Erosion of the Meaning of Personhood

The breakthrough of biotechnologies have raised new problems
on which we have already lightly touched above regarding euthana-
sia. By reason of their effect on human society, these problems must
also be considered from the viewpoint of social morality. They hinge
on a couple of points.

The unconditional respect for every human being from concep-
tion to death-it is the idea of universality which is in question here.
Despite the Declaration on the Universal Rights of Man (1948), despite
the Declaration of the Rights of the Child (1959), despite Recommendation
874 of the European Council in 1979, despite all the converging con-
quests of philosophy, of law and of science, we are forced to ac-
knowledge that before the primordial right to life all human beings
are far from being equal.””

Throughout the period we are considering, abortion has been lib-
eralized in practically every western country. According to official
statistics, here are some examples showing the ratio of the number of
abortions to births in many countries of the European community.
According to the data relative to 1990, there were in France 22.4 legal
abortion to 100 live births, the number of abortions rising to 170,428;
in Italy 28.4% and 161,386; in Holland 9.3% and 18,384; in England
24.7% and 197,104; in Denmark 32.5% and 20,589; in Spain 9.3% and
37,231; in Greece 9.9% and 10,145."® For these European countries
alone, that gives us for 1990 a total of 615,267 declared legal abor-
tions. A more detailed study of Italy reveals that in 1984 for every
1,000 live births there were 605.9 abortions in the Piedmont, 644.6 in
Val d’Aosta, 670 in Liguria and 757.8 in Emilia-Romagna.’

On November 20, 1989, the United Nations unanimously
adopted the Convention on the Rights of the Child. After long discus-
sions, citing the Declaration of the Rights of the Child of 1959, the Pre-
amble happily retained the idea that juridical as well as non-juridical
protection is necessary for the child before and after birth. It remains
to be seen if all the nations are going to ratify this convention and
whether it will remain a dead letter.?

In any case, following the campaigns to liberalize abortion, in a
similar fashion, maneuvers were begun to legalize euthanasia. Prac-
ticing it in defiance and leaving the authorities dumbfounded, the
fact ended in introducing a change of law. Thus it appears from the
studies of Dr. Philippe Schepens that Holland has in this regard the
lugubrious privilege of being the pioneer but it wasn't isolated.”
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The separation of the two traditional ends of marriage (and not
only Christian marriage), the happiness of the spouses and the pro-
creation of children, is heavy with formidable consequences.? It
opens the door to the break-up of the family and to the introduction
of a third element into the most intimate interpersonal relationship.
The totally effective control of parents over their progeny (e.g., the
choice of gender) anticipates the totally effective control of society
over parents.

Finally, in our opinion, the major problem that summarizes all
the others is the erosion of all sense of the human person. Erosion of the
meaning of person, as a being for relationship, open to the other, asa
substantial unity of body and soul, which is not merely a psychic
matter but a spiritual reality.

Hence, we will, in the third part of this work, explain this reduc-
tion of the person to the condition of a simple individual; this refusal
to consider man as anything more than a body with a mind is the
perverse trend that the “developed” countries are exporting to the
Third-World.

In this regard, we can speak, as it were, of a Manichaean double
dissociation of body and mind from the human person in his spiri-
tual dimension. It is not so much the body that is made foreign to the
soul, or the soul detached from the body, but both the soul and body
are detached form the mind. This double cleavage points up the es-
sential alienation of man; it makes the body and mind the locales of

- total amorality.

If the body is considered independently of personality, one can
do what he wishes. The practices contemplated will be morally in-
different, or, what amounts to the same thing, they will obey a situa-
tion ethics. Whence the confusion between love and pleasure, the
practice of sterilization, abortion, total experimentation, “cannibal-
ization” of bodies in view of the “savage” removal and grafting of
organs without the consent of the victims; whence the procreative
fury, on the one hand, and “liberating” euthanasia, on the other.

If the soul, the mind, are considered independently of personal-
ity, why not allow indoctrination, programming-reprogramming,
depersonalization through the use of drugs or psychiatry?

Thus torn apart in his depths, depersonalized man is no longer
capable of a relationship promoting humanity with another person.
He is totally alienated.
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According to J. C. Chesnais, La revanche, 193.
Ibid. 187, my emphasis.
Ibid. 188.
According to PUND, Rapport mondial sur le développement humain 1991, Table 36,
02.
5According to the Human Development Report 1994, published by PUND, Table 29,
185.
® Ledossier de I'Europe, n. 4/87, published in Brussels in February 1987 by the
Commission des Communautés Européennes; it’s title is La communauté lutte contre
la pauvreté.
7 Regarding “the demographic decline in Europe,” see the dossier published by -
Guy Herzlich in le Monde (economy) of April 25, 1989. The same author published
two other articles concerning our question: “La France féconde mais vieillissante,”
Nov. 12, 1988; “L'Obsession démographique,” May 17, 1990. One should also see
Alfred Sauvy, L'Europe submergée. Sud-Nord dans 30 ans (Paris: Bordas, 1987). See
Gérard-Frangois Dumont about the “great demographic changes,” Le monde et les
hommes (Paris: Létec, 1995).
® According to the UN, Long-range World Population Projections 1950-2150 (1992),
Table 7, 24.
?  World Bank, World Development Report 1994, Table 26, 212.
1 According to EUROSTAT, Statistiques démographiques 1994, Table E-10, 99.
" Population Reference Bureau, World Population Data Sheet.
2 According to Report 1990, Table 26, 150 ff.
¥ According to World Population Projections 1994-1995 (Washington: World Bank,
1994); see Table 7, 18-21. And see our Table 3 above. '
" For France see Gérard-Francois Dumont who, with the collaboration of Pierre
Chaunu, Jean Legrand and Alfred Sauvy, published La France ridée. Echapper d la
logique de déclin (Paris: Livre de poche, 1979); Alain Gillette, Accueillir les personnes
agées. Archipel médico-social (Paris: Moniteur, 1989).
> The problem of abortion is euphemistically called “sorrowful”; that of euthana-
sia is qualified as “delicate.” On this problem see the stunning reflections of Jacques
Attali, “la médecine en accusation,” in Michel Salomon (ed.), L'avenir de la vie (Paris:
Seghers, 1981) 263-279. On the same problem Philippe Schepens, general secretary
of the World Federation of Doctors Who Respect Life, composed two well docu-
mented dossiers concerning above all, but not soley, euthanasia: “L’euthanasie en
Hollande.” These dossiers were published in News Exchange n. 97 (Oct. 1987) and n.
99 (April 1988). These publications are available in both French and English.
6 Le dossier de I’Europe n. 13/85, published in Brussels in August-September 1987
by the Commission des Communautés Européennes, concerns the immigrants in
the European community.
7" On this subject see Alfred Sauvy, Coiit et valeur de la vie humaine (Paris:
Hermann, 1978).
18 According to EUROSTAT, Statistiques démographiques 1994, Table E-16 and E-17
101.
¥ According to Franco Angeli, XX Rapporti/1986 sulla situazione sociale del paese
predisposto dal CENSIS col patricinio del CNEL (Rome,1987) Table 8, 318.
2 This convention was supposed to have been signed by January 1996. One will
find more details in our work, L'avortement enjeux politiques, 27 and 51-52 (in the
first edition, 1990). In Le Monde Diplomatique n. 413 (August 1988) 21 to 23, Claire
Brisset assembled a dossier devoted to “wrecked childhood.”
21 See note 15 above.
2 We analyze these problems in Power Over Life Leads to Domination of Mankind
(St. Louis: Central Bureau, CCVA, 1996). See also Jacques Testart (ed.) Le magasin
des enfants (Paris: Bourin, 1990).
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CHAPTER 111

CoMmMUuNIST COUNTRIES

Despite the evolution of the countries in the East and despite the
Gulf War, the world continues to be marked by two cleavages that have
a direct influence on the development of nations. The first cleavage, that
of East and West, is relatively well known; we will limit ourselves,
therefore, to reviewing it rapidly in this chapter. In spite of the col-
lapse of the communist regimes, this review is indispensable for un-
derstanding what is happening now. The second cleavage, that be-
tween North and South, we will study in the next chapter.

Freedom Under Surveillance

In the European communist world, 1968 constitutes a landmark.
The “Springtime of Prague” gave Brezhnev an opportunity to ex-
plain the doctrine called “limited sovereignty,” which is nothing but
an embodiment of the Leninist doctrine of “communism in only one
country.” Armed with this doctrine, Moscow proceeded to what one
called, by way of euphemism or irony, “normalization.” We know,
however, that things did not delay in moving.

In Poland, the “Solidarist” movement began to organize in 1980.
As was to be expected, it too ran up again the “normalizers.” But it
illustrates above all the surprising effectiveness of Catholic social
teaching, even in particularly delicate situations.

In the USSR, Gorbachev gave birth to a new climate justifying
real hope. The demonstrations, even the riots that occurred in various
regions, heralded some of the difficulties to be encountered by the rul-
ing group. The new legislation about religion, adopted in 1990, indi-
cated a clear relaxation of the pressures brought to bear on believers.

21
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We can make similar observations regarding China, which seems
to have eliminated the Maoist heritage in part. The protest move-
ments organized in 1987-1988 by students in Shanghai, Peiping and
Canton deserve to be studied with great attention. Besides, we know
that China conducts a policy of coercive control of birth and toward
this end does not hesitate to have recourse to merciless methods.

In a general way, the credibility of the Marxist model of develop-
ment is in full collapse everywhere. Among the reasons that explain
this fact, we should keep in mind the failure of the Soviet regime to
offer a better standard of living to its population; this failure is the
reverse side of the militarization of industry and the economy. Now
we know better the nature and scope internal repression took. And
finally there were the direct (Afghanistan) or indirect (Africa and
Nicaragua) interventions in other countries.

Wherever a communist regime had been established, it ended
with basic problems that are well known: hegemony of the communist
party, totalitarian ideology, the transcendence of the State over its
citizens, degradation of the feminine condition, scorn for human
rights, and notably the right of free communication, as well as the
right to religious freedom. We will return at length to these problems.

The East-West Cleavage

Despite obvious attempts at dialogue and collaboration, the East-
West cleavage constituted a major obstacle to the development of na-
tions. It diverted resources which, rather than being used for devel-
opment, were employed in an unbridled armaments race. If a coun-
try of bloc A wished to assist a Third-World country, that was
enough for the countries of bloc B to consider themselves dispensed
from giving any aid. The recent evolution of the international situa-
tion has further brought to light the fact that disarmament costs, in
certain cases, more than the production of weapons.

Nonetheless, it was incorrect for countries of the East to claim no
responsibility for the underdevelopment of the Third-World by rea-
son of the fact, as they boldly say, that the USSR had no colonial past.
The obligation to assist these countries is not based only, or even
principally, on the duty of repairing the injustices of colonization.

The industrialized countries of both East and West have ex-
ported their ideologies and their conflict to the Third-World. And
from that there resulted a number of civil or fratricidal wars which
partially survived the East-West rapprochement. A few examples
will suffice: Angola, Mozambique, Ethiopia, Afghanistan, Nicaragua
— to say nothing of Serbia, Cuba, Vietnam or South Africa.
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d’Encausse, in particular Le grand défi (Paris: Flammarion, 1987); La gloire des
nations (Paris: Flammarion, 1990). A real reference work was written by Romain
Yakemtchouk, Les republiques baltes et la crise du fédéralisme soviétique (Brussels:
Institut Royal des Relations Internationales, 1991). On Gorbachev, see Jacques
Baymac, La révolutions gorbatchévienne (Paris: Gallimard, 1988).

2 Cf. Francine du Plessis-Gray, Les oubliées de la Perestroika (Paris: Presses dela
Renaissance, 1990). See also the work of Mikhael Stern, La vie sexuelle en URSS
(Paris: Albin Michel, 1979).

3 From among the abundant publications devoted to Gorbachev, let us point out
only Virginie Coulloudon, Génération Gorbatchev (Paris: Lattés, 1989).
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CHAPTER IV
RELATIONSHIP AMONG COUNTRIES

UNDER DEVELOPMENT AND
DEVELOPED COUNTRIES

“Two Blocs” and Imperialism

. The nineteenth century has seen the emergence, in both facts and
awareness, of the “social question” within industrial societies: the in-
equalities among rich and poor has taken on the proportions of a
scandal. The twentieth century marks the emerging in both facts and
awareness, of the global “social question”: the inequalities among
rich and poor countries have taken on the dimensions of a scandal.
In fact, if nothing can justify by right some men being kept in sub-
human conditions, nothing can justify that for nations either. A fun-
damental inequality among nations as well as among individuals
must be recognized. Now it is patent that each of the two blocs prac-
ticed different forms of imperialism and neo-colonialism. And
thereby these blocs contributed to maintaining countries under de-
velopment in a precarious situation. Despite the clear generosity of
those who contributed toward it, international aid is, very often, but
a “leaf from the vine” camouflaging the interplay of interests — as
we can see in the Middle East. |

It is, therefore, urgent that the rich nations become aware of their
moral responsibility. Negatively, on the one hand, the moral respon-
sibility of the rich nations is involved in the desolate situation in
which the Third-World finds itself. Positively, on the other hand, the
moral responsibility of the rich nations is committed to the future of
destitute nations. To honor this double responsibility implies par-
ticularly that rich nations work without delay toward the establish-
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ment of a true political and juridical international order endowed
with effective instruments of action.

The moral responsibility of the rich nations is involved in a par-
ticularly sharp fashion in the area of commercial and economic rela-
tions, as well as in the field of armaments. However technically com-
plex this last item may be, we must recognize that investment in
weaponry would find a better use in various area on which develop-
ment depends.

~ Interdependence and Solidarity

Along the same lines, it becomes more and more imperative to
rediscover and value, on both the international and interindividual
levels, the idea of solidarity together with its classic corollaries: natu-
ral sociability of man, right of communication, limits and sense of
the right to property, the common good, the universal destination of
goods. The priority of genuine emergencies, therefore the poor. Be-
sides, solidarity is a concern to which our contemporaries are espe-
cially sensitive. It has become more and more usual to affirm that for
the realization of greater fairness among nations unequally devel-
oped, it is necessary to establish a relationship of sharing among
them. But this theme must itself be founded on that of interdepen-
dence.

Development will not be authentic or lasting unless each one re-
ceives his share — this for solidarity — and each lends his support
on the material, cultural or simply human level — this for interde-
pendence. We have a common task: we must aid each other and ex-
ercise solidarity; whatever each does has implications for all the oth-
ers; we all need each other and must welcome this interdependence,
not merely submit to it.

Here again a moral call goes out. It is not only a question of rec-
ognizing the other in alleviating his poverty; it is also a matter of rec-
ognizing him still more fully in his own richness, or recognizing him
by being willing to receive what he has to offer.

From the East-West Cleavage to the North-South Cleavage

Since the 1960s, paralleling the growth of the sentiments of inter-
dependence and solidarity, we have also beheld a shifting of accent
in this matter of dominant cleavage. Little by little the North-South
cleavage became more important than the East-West cleavage.

We can follow John Paul II as he invites us to “understand better
the contrasts existing in the northern part of the world, that is, the
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East and West, as cause, and not the last, of the retardation or stagna-
tion of the South.” In fact, the opposition “between two conceptions of
development even of men and nations” which we find, in the North,
between East and West, is also transferred to the South among coun-
tries under development, “and this contributes to widening the gap
already existing on the economic level between the North and the
South and which is a consequence of the distance separating the two
more developed worlds and those less developed.™

Prisoners of the situation inherited from the Second World War,
the two blocs are at once on the defensive, worried about their secu-
rity, and on the offensive, tempted by imperialism. The methods em-
ployed are different, but on this point their mentalities tend to con-
verge. “Each of the two blocs deeply harbors in its own way a ten-
dency towards imperialism. It is this abnormal situation, the result of
a war and of an unacceptably exaggerated concern for security,
which deadens the impulse towards united cooperation.”?

“Seen in this way, the present division of the world is a direct ob-
stacle to the real transformation of the conditions of underdevelop-
ment in the developing countries.”® Once again we are just following
the words of the Pope.

The Bad Distribution of the Gross National Product

Poverty doesn’t have only shortage as its cause, but the bad dis-
tribution of revenues, and more precisely their concentration in the
hands of a minority. ‘

In order to illustrate and confirm the inequalities existing in the
world of today, we are going to refer to the data provided by World
Bank. We will consider only the richest group of countries (I), the
poorest group (II) and the intermediary group (II). The bad distribu-
tion of the gross national product (GNP), that is so obvious, mani-
fests the “violence of the structures,” whose necessity we must reject.
Let us recall also that by GNP we mean the value of the total en-
semble of goods and services produced by a country during a given
year. If we subtracted the costs from the GNP, we would have the net
national product, something more difficult to calculate.



TABLE 4+

Distribution of the GNP
Number | Number % of Total % of GNP per
of of GNP Inhabitant
Couzn;ries Inhabitants | Subtotal ) Subtotal (c)
a
I. The
Richest 23 828 15.2 18,348 79.3 22.160
Group
IL. The .
Poorest 42 3,191 58.7 1,244 54 390
Group
III. The
Inter- 67 1,419 26.1 3,533 15.3 2,490
mediary
Group
Total 132 5,438 100 23,125 100 25,040
(a) in millions
(b) in millions
@©@inUS. $

We can also mention data published in 1988 by the Union of
Swiss banks.®* This concerns prices, salaries and purchasing power.

TABLE 5
Prices, Salaries and Purchasing Power

Prices without|Gross Salaries| ~ Gross Prices for Service
Interest Rate Purchasing Food Commodity
Power

Zurich 100 100 100 100 100
Bogota 47.3 9.7 20.5 345 47.3
Bombay 43.0 4.1 9.6 32.2 4.3
Brussels 73.0 67.3 92.2 59.7 73.0
Caracas 539 14.8 274 294 53.9
Frankfurt 76.1 72.7 95.5 63.8 76.1
Lagos 52.9 3.0 5.7 60.2 529
London 80.2 57.9 72.2 53.9 80.2
Madrid 77.3 28.7 37.2 67.4 77.3
Manila 48.5 3.7 7.6 37.6 48.5
Mexico 440 44 10.1 30.4 44.0
Milan 74.5 51.8 69.5 64.0 74.5
Montreal 67.9 64.7 95.3 58.4 67.9
New York 799 67.9 85.0 71.7 79.9
Paris 76.2 439 57.6 65.4 76.2
Rio de Janeird 435 7.1 16.2 30.0 435
Sao Paolo 45.5 8.0 17.6 279 45.5
Tokyo 158.6 67.2 424 187.1 158.6
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Demographic Containment

On the level of relations among developed countries and those
that are developing, some other facts recently drew the attention of
political scientists and moralists. Anxiety over the number of people
appears at the top of the list.

Anxiety over the Number of People

Some publications, often more sensational than convincing, alert
public opinion to the threatening shortage of energy and raw materi-
als as well as the “demographic explosion.”

The demographic growth of the Third-World is, they say in sub-
stance, the obstacle par excellence to its development; it is also per-
ceived as the major danger hanging over the developed countries,
whose populations are getting old and whose birth rates are very
low; in fact it is regarded as a “menace to the environment.”

It is not certain that it was with a touch of British humor that the
Duke of Edinburgh himself wrote: “For some twenty-five years now
I've been noticing that, while the improvement of the chances of hu-
man survival owe much to the honor of specialists in science and
technology, the explosion of the human population which has re-
sulted from it has become the radical cause of the deterioration of the
natural environment, and that this explosion is responsible for the
extinction of wild species of plants and animals.” His Highness has-
tens to recommend demographic restriction, particularly among the
poor. “The difficulty, in effect, rests on the fact that the countries
which have the greatest need to face this problem are normally the
Jess financially endowed.”®

It is in within this context that world campaigns have been un-
dertaken at great expense to curb the birth rate. These campaigns are
practically always conducted with the consent or complicity of the
Third-World governments.” They benefit from resources and means
without precedent, provided by national and international organiza-
tions, public and private.

From 1952 to 1991, the capitals determined to reduce demo-
graphic growth around the world are ever on the increase. Here are

some of the sources, with the sums they’ve spent on this project ex-
pressed in millions of U.S. dollars.®
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TABLE 6
Financial Sources for Demographic Containment
Source Amount for 1991
(millions of U.S. $)
Developed Countries
Australia 5,282
Austria 0,425
Belgium 5,971
Canada 28,887
Denmark 24,164
Finland 25,555
France 2,119
Germany 75,716
Italy 1,587
Japan 63,074
Holland 39,550
New Zealand 0,429
Norway 53,562
Sweden 42,233
Switzerland 6,771
Great Britain 46,680
United States 352,371
Total for Developed Countries 774,400
Private Organizations
Rockefeller Foundation 114
MacArthur Foundation 9,12
Population Council 7,6
Others 47,9
Agencies of the UN other than 101,5
. United Nations’ Fund for Population
World Bank (aid via loans) 354
Grand Total | 1,305,9
Source Total 1952-1991
' (million in constant 1991 US$)
Developed Countries 8,1944
Agencies of the UN other than FUNPA 454,1
Private Organizations 1,070,8
World Bank (aid via loans) 1,404,4
Total 11,123,7
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In the United States, the money comes in great part from taxa-
tion, and its allocation is organized by AID (Agency for International
Development of the State Department). AID sends this aid either di-
rectly to the beneficiaries, or to international organizations, or to
non-governmental organizations very active in the Third-World.

The Population Crisis Committee draws up two tables showing
without equivocation the budgets devoted by AID (in millions of
US$) to demographic containment. From them we take the following
examples:’

TABLE 7
Budget of the Different Programs of Aid’s
Central Bureau for Population

Estimates for 1991
Divisions Budget in Millions US $
Demographic Policies
Demographic and health studies 5.2
Initiatives in demographic policy 3.3
Demographic statistics 5.1
Evaluation of new projects 2.0
Research
Population Council: Development of
contraceptives 5.6
Strategies for improving maternity 7.9
Natural family planning 2.3
International family health 8.4
Research/development of contraceptives 4.2
Information and Training 23.3
Family planning services
Association for voluntary surgical 13
contraception
Pathfinder International 8.6
Others 36.1
Provisioning and support of programs
Providing contraceptives 19.9
Logistics : 6.4
Others 11.2
Total 162.5

Our second example indicates the destination and the volume of
the funds allocated by AID to the programs relative to population.
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TABLE 8

AID Allocations
Funds for Population Control
Allocated by AID, 1965-1991

(millions in US$)
1965-70 | 1971-75 | 1976-80 | 1981-85 | 1986-90 | 1991
Estimate
AID Office of $57.00 2571 4321 51221  623.7| 1629
Population/Other
Central Programs
Africa Bureau 33 31.6 20.4 7071 1886 69.3
Population Acct. 33 31.6 204 54.1 63.2 ~
Development Fund
for Africa/Sahel
Development Fund - - ~ 15.3 1254 69.3
Economic Support Funds
(primaril {lfor Egyp - - - 13 - -
& Pakistan)
Asia/Near East Bureau (s) 64.3 129.7]  206.3 437.3] 3802 70.0
Population Acct. 64.3 129.71 1798 329.1 270.8 38.9
Economic Support Funds - - 265 108.2 109.4 31.1
Latin American &
Caribbean Bureau 33.6 58.6 342 784 134.6 20.3
U.S. Contribution to
UN Population Fund 7.0 90.0{ 1394 176.5 - -
Total 1652 56701 8324 | 12711} 13271| 3225

Particularly interesting, to conclude, is the report published in
1993 by Population Action International.’® This report contains a
credit list congratulating those countries that contributed the most to
population control; it also presents a black list of the ones that could
have “done better.” Nevertheless, the principal interest of this publi-
cation lies in the very explicit declarations found in it. One will be
able to judge from some samples: “the U.S. Congress is the only one
to include the amount for population aid in the budget for external
aid” (14). “ A handful of countries furnish almost all the assistance in
population matters” (19). “In 1991, ten countries contributed up to
96% of the total assistance in population matters” (10). “ With the ex-
ceptlon of the funds furnished by the U.S. , 60% of the contribution
given for population had been routed through the UN in 1990” (21).
“The World Bank was able to attract gifts of money for population by
developing big projects suitable for financing derived from multiple
donors” (23). “A reinforcing of the Fund of the United Nations for
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Population (FUNAP) and of International Planned Parenthood
(IPPF) would create the confidence which donors need to increase
their donations” (25). “Both the FUNAP and the World Bank could
enlarge their roles by increasing the request for assistance in popula-
tion matters which countries address to donors” (26).

The Security of the Wealthy is Threatened?

The growth of developing countries is perceived as a menace to
the security of developed countries.” Nonetheless, an open confron-
tation between these two worlds is considered inopportune. To face
the “danger” coming from the Third-World, developed countries
prefer to appeal to the idea of the rights of man which is well re-
ceived. Developed countries will, therefore, offer to collaborate in
the promotion of the Third-World, on condition that their develop-
ment will take place under the control and in dependence on the
former.

This position, inspired by neo-liberalism, involves various corol-
laries. Let us point out just one: the developed countries will resort
to protectionism and “bilateralism”: they will carefully screen imports
coming from the agriculture and the industrial parks of the Third-
World.

The problem of surplus, and therefore of superfluity, becomes
more and more worrisome. The fact that some people continue to go
hungry while others waste their food surplus or don’t know what to
do with it cries to heaven for vengeance. But the problem of surplus
goes beyond farming and food questions. It raises the more funda-
mental problem of sharing in knowledge and technique and come all

- the way around again to the fundamental question of the universal

destination of the goods of the earth.

In 1985, Canada had a surplus production of meat; Europe of the
Twelve and Japan, butter; Europe, vegetables, Europe, the U.S. and
Canada, cereals.?

During the “golden sixties,” optimism was appropriate. Progress
was on the march. The resources of technology little by little re-
solved all the problems, including those in countries recently
decolonized. But since then, one often remarked that colonization
survived the acquisition of independence or its consolidation.® In
fact, there where political independence was acquired, there where
states enjoyed a formal sovereignty, new forms of domination ap-
peared.

As we have indicated above, the technologies exported to th.e
Third-World by the developed countries are strictly controlled. Their
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use in the Third-World consolidates, on the technological plane, a
dependence which, besides, is already verified."* Moreover, since the
poorly qualified manual labor of the Third-World is relatively cheap,
it is easy to put competition to work among the various countries. To
that should be added the fact that certain processing industries are
exported to the Third-World due to the pollution which is consid-
ered inadmissible at home.

The bourgeoisie of developing countries find themselves in a
situation of ambiguity that arises often. Certainly they are interested
in the development of their own nation; they are also involved with
the countries that buy raw materials and furnish goods and services.
Already exposed to internal corruption, they also share in it on the
international level.”®

These same bourgeoisie are the privileged target of all the ma-
chinery of ideological colonization and cultural alienation. The
“elite” are affected in their ability to judge and decide, and, deprived
of their autonomy, they are taken over by external centers of decision
making, for which they become the relay.

Furthermore, the problem of the computer merits special atten-
tion. The computer opens up to humanity unheard of potential on
the level of living together well. Its proper usage can hasten the dis-
semination of basic information. It can contribute toward relieving
men of mechanical and dull labor processes; it can promote better
government of human society.

Yet for a long time we know that technological progress often
masks a will to power which men do not dare own up to. The sud-
den development of the computer is going to upset the relations
among developing countries by accentuating existing inequalities.

It also disrupts the relations between developing countries and
those already developed. In fact, by its complexity and the limitless
range of applications but above all, by the cumulative dynamism it
unleashes, the computer is going to widen still more the distance be-
tween developed and developing countries, more so than all the
great prior discoveries have done. Some new possibilities, absolutely
unheard of, spring up in the most diversified kinds of application.
Including the military; problems of productivity are going to be pro-
foundly disrupted, the same goes for the management of resources,
equipment and men.

In conclusion, then, let us state that societies that hold on to the
power of the computer will consolidate and, and above all, tighten
the grip they already hold over the rest of the world.
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! Cf. the encyclical On Social Concerns, 22, 21.

2 Ibid. To illustrate his teaching on solidarity, John Paul IT addresses the problem
of the debt (19, 24, 43), to which the Pontifical Council Justice and Peace devoted a
remarkable document, cf. At the Service of the Human Community: An Ethical
Approach to the International Debt, January 27, 1986. See also the excellent dossier of
Francois Jean, La dette. Catastrophe ou change? (Paris: Economica, 1987). On the
development of international sensitivity regarding the debt, see the dossier “La
stratégie du développement. Un réalisme a risque,” le Monde (April 4, 1989) 99 ff.
See also the Report 1988, Table 16, 286 ff.

2 Cf. On Social Concerns, 22. These problems are taken up again in the encyclical
Centesimus Annus, 16-18, 35.

*  According to the World Development Report 1994 published in Washington, D.C.,
by the World Bank. See Table I, 162 f, which can be completed by Table Ia, 228.

> See Union of Swiss Banks, department of economie policy: Prix et salaires dans le
monde. Comparaison internationale et pouvoir d’achat, publication n.108 in the Union’s
series of studies on economic, banking and monetary questions (Ziirich 1988). We
quote from the data taken from Tables appearing on 4, 5, 7, 9, 12.

¢ See Duke of Edinburgh, “Population Crisis,” The New Road (London), n.16, Oct-
Dec. 1990, 1 ff. The same issue contains an article of Jacqueline Sawyer, “The
Population Explosion,” 4 ff.

” By way of example let us cite the article of Jacques Vallin, “Démographie.
Maitriser la croissance,” Jeune Afrigue n.1457 of Dec. 7 1988, 57 f.

®  According to FUNPA, Global population Assistance Report 1982-1991, Table 2, 10 et
figure 4, 13. See also Julian L. Simon, L’homme, notre dernié chance. Croissance
démographique, resources naturelles et niveau de vie (Paris: PUF, 1985) Table 21,317. He
himself directs the reader to Lois E. Bradshaw and Cynthia P. Green, “ A Guide to
Sources of Family Planning Program Assistance,” Population Reports, March 1977,
series J. 272-278. Simon has also published Population Matters (New York: Transac-
tion Publishers, 1990).

> Tables 7 and 8 come from the same source: U.S. Population Assistance: Issues for
the 1990s (Washington: Population Crisis Committee, 1991). Our Table 7 was
arrived at on the basis of Annex 3 appearing on 48, while our Table 8 reproduces
Table 3 from 20 of this same publication.

1 See Global Population Assistance. A Report Card on the Major Donor Countries,
edited by Population Action International (previously called Population Crisis
Committee) Washington, 1993.

"' This thesis is widespread among Western circles, especially the Anglo-Saxons.
For example, it is expressed with tranquil cynicism by Stephen D. Mumford and
Elton Kessel, “Role of Abortion in Control of Global Population Growth, in the
Termination of Pregnancy issue of the review Clinics in Obstetrics and Gynaecology, vol.
XIII, 1 (March 1986) 19-31. This study, one should be clear, was in part sponsored by
the Center for Research on Population and Security, Research Triangle Park, North
Carolina. Mumford had previously published a particularly interesting work,
American Democracy and the Vatican: Population Growth and National Security
(Ambherst, NY: The Humanist Press, 1984). Cf. Infra, note 28 of Ch. 5 of this work.
2 According to the Diagrammes, 20. One can also refer to I’Eurobarométre, special
“Agriculture,” on Les Européens et leur agriculture, a resumé published in February
1988 by the Commiission of European Communities (Brussels) See especially 3 and
5, as well as the annex 3, 3, devoted to attitudes about surpluses. Two of the best
works on the question are due to J. P. Charvet, Le désordre alimentaire mondial .
Surplus et pénuries (Paris: Hatier, 1987) and La guerre du blé. Bases et stratégies des
grands exportateurs (Paris: Economica, 1988). '

3 See the classic work of Eduardo Galeano, Les veines ouvertes de I’ Amérique latine
(Paris: Presses Pocket, 1991).

" See Sidiki Diakité, Violence technologique et développement (Paris; Harmattan, 1985).
5 Cf.supra, 4 and 6 f.; and infra 88 f.



CHAPTER V

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS
AND THE STRATEGIES OF FEAR

Before concluding Part I, we are going to give more attention to
four significant documents issued by prestigious international orga-
nizations: the World Bank; and three other special agencies of the
United Nations: the Program of the UN for Development (PUND),
the Fund of the UN for Population Activities (FUNPA) and the
World Health Organization (WHO). We will add a secret document
whose dissemination has only recently been authorized by the White
House. Our examination will confirm and illustrate that, alongside
numerous other public and private organizations, some interna-
tional institutions, one of whose primary reasons for existence is to
work toward development, are deeply involved, in the name of a lib-
eral conception of the market, in world campaigns seeking to curb
demographic growth in the poor countries by every means possible.

If we take into account the close ties existing among these four
organizations, and, in addition, the programs conducted by other
specialized institutions, we can wonder whether the entire UN isn’t
risking being swept along down a slippery slope. Thus the closeness
of the ties among the World Health Organization, UNICEF, PUND,
FUNPA — without speaking of the FAO — is such that these “spe-
cialized” institutions have a series of “common” objectives, among
others access to family planning services.’

The investigation in which we are engaged has a twofold inter-
est. On the one hand, it reveals that, within the framework of the
present big international organizations, some of the most wealthy
countries of the West have considerable weight on account of their
economic, financial, industrial, scientific, technological and media
power.
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On the other hand, this examination makes one think that, by
reason of this very factual situation, the decisions taken by the UN
and its specialized institutions risk reflecting the options more in ac-
cord with the interests of the wealthy countries than with those of
the countries receiving aid. These rich countries, so prompt to “as-
sist” poor countries when it comes to putting a brake on their demo-
graphic growth, clearly show less zeal to aid them, for example,
when it comes to improving their educational networks. It was be-
cause of a UN resolution that the military operation in the Gulf was
undertaken, an operation without precedent that cost about a billion
dollars a day.

The problem is that the international institutions that are out
front on the worldwide plane are deeply penetrated by the spirit of
liberalism. As we shall see, they even invoke this spirit to determine
their demographic policies and to promote the corresponding cam- -
paigns.

We will have the opportunity to examine the problems caused by
these practices. We will limit ourselves here to presenting critically
four typical reports before starting Part II.

Two Reports of the World Bank

A Glance at a Boxed Bulletin

We begin by introducing here, without any commentary, a repro-
duction of a boxed bulletin appearing on 102 of the Report 1990 of the
World Bank published in Washington, D.C.
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BULLETIN 5.6
Buffaloes of Family Planning
and Vasectomy Festivals in
Thailand

Thailand is the theater of one of the most successful and effective
family planning programs in the world. The media, economic incen-
tive and community participation are made to work toward increas-
ing the use of contraceptives.

The original initiative, thought up by Thailand, underlines the im-
mediate practical advantages of a drop in fecundity and uses methods
combining humor and boldness. The organization of the program is
ensured by a Non-Governmental Organization, the Association for
population and Community Development (PDA), with the support of
the Ministry of Public Health.

The community services of family planning (CBFPS), a program
of PDA, had been started in 1974 and now reach more than 17 million
people, or a third of the country’s population. The key message is that
population growth and a low standard of living, on the one hand, and
family planning and economic advantages, on the other, are linked. To
get this message across, it is necessary to break the taboos that sur-
round birth control. Carnivals of birth control, contests of inflating
condoms, lotteries, bazaars and weddings have served as opportuni-
ties to promote family planning with fun.

Vasectomy races take place on labor day and the king’s birthday.
In 1983, a team of 40 doctors and 80 nurses accomplished a record
number of 1,190 vasectomies on the feast day. The PDA also promises
free, easy and effective vasectomies in its dispensaries and mobile
units. From July 1980 to June 1984, 25,412 vasectomies were thus per-
formed.

Households that commit themselves to practicing family planning
can also rent buffaloes for half the usual price to work their fields —
buffaloes of family planning, in a way. The people are encouraged to
sell their produce through CBFPS at prices around 30% higher than
they can obtain through ordinary channels, and to buy their fertilizer
and seed at 30% less than they would pay on the regular market. A
similar program proposes that villagers who practice contraception be
charged lower freight for the transport of their produce to market, or
suckling pigs at no charge.

In 1985, about 60% of Thai couples practiced one or other form of
contraception. The synthetic index fell from 6.1 in 1965-70 to 2.8 m
1985, while the mean was 4.1 for countries of intermediate revenue In
the lower bracket.
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“The Challenge of Development”

The Report on Development in the World 1991, published by the
World Bank,? opens with the statement: “More than a billion human
beings, or a fifth of the world’s population, do not have even a dollar
a day to live on — the standard of living of two hundred years ago in
Western Europe and the United States . . . Nevertheless, there is no
reason to despair. During the last forty years, many developing
countries have progressed at an impressive rhythm . . . That said, for
many countries, the result are slight, so slight that among some of
them the standard of living has in fact fallen over the course of the
last thirty years” (1). The problem is all the more serious in that de-
veloping countries are expanding demographically (1).

Whence the questions: Why is there such a disparity? What
should developing countries do? What can the international commu-
nity do?

Advanced in the Summary (1-13), these questions receive an-
swers developed in the whole of the report. More precisely, to face
up to the problematic situation in which human society finds itself,
the report goes on to examine the “interaction between the state and
the market.” It quickly appears that the report is a plea for a market
envisioned in a distinctly liberal fashion. “A consensus is in the pro-
cess of forming in favor of a strategy of development in harmony
with the market . .. The report indicates the complementary routes
markets and governments can take to act in concert. If the markets
are able to play their role, they're allowed to do so, the economy will
profit, and its gains will be substantial” (2).

This market requires, as far as the world is concerned, economic
integration for all and free movement: “World integration of the flow
of goods, services, capital and manual labor entails . . . enormous ad-
vantages: it favors competition and efficiency and gives to all poor
countries access to basic knowledge in medicine, sciences and tech-
nology” (3). In order to make this great market a possibility, answers
are indispensable, and “what these answers might be . . . constitutes
the body of the report” (4).

If the report acknowledges that, “taken in the broadest sense, to
develop means to improve the quality of life,” it “is interested princi-
pally in economic development, a notion already very broad in it-
self” (4). This development is based on “a human investment well
conceived”; its motivating force is “the increase of productivity” (5),
and it is accelerated by the international flow of goods (9). The re-
port, then recommends to industrialized countries to lift commercial
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restrictions” (12), to “open their markets (9); to industrialized countries
and multi-lateral organisms to “increase their financial support,” to re-
duce the debt (12), to “support reforms” in developing countries and
to contribute toward curbing the deterioration of the environment in
them” (13); and to developing countries to invest in the human per-
son,” to “create a climate more secure for enterprise,” to “open
economies to exchange and international investments,” to “mini-
mize budgetary deficits” and to “control inflation” (13).

After having thus described the great lines of an integrated
world market, the report draws the necessary conclusions regarding
the state and public powers. Faced with the market, the role of the
state is presented in a particularly restrictive fashion. “Economic
theory and practical experience lead to the conclusion that interven-
tions [of the state] will probably have a positive effect if they go
along with the direction of the market” (5 ff.). It is certainly granted
that governments can be led to “supply for eventual weaknesses of
the market” (5). But the role of the state will be, above all, of a juridi-
cal and institutional order. “In the determination and protection of
property rights, in the establishment of the juridical, judicial and
regulatory apparatus, . . . as well as in the protection of the environ-
ment, the state’s action stands at the very heart of development” (5).

All in all, the ideal is that the state intervene in the market “only
as the last resort. The market must be allowed to go its way, unless
there is manifest advantage in having the state take action. That is
notably the case when it concerns “public goods” which are gener-
ally not part of the private sector’s activities, like basic education, the
infrastructure, the struggle against poverty, the regulation of the
population and the protection of the environment” (6). “Public
goods deserve the state’s attention because on.- them depends
society’s ability to be a commercial society.

Therefore, the state is at the service of the proper functioning of
the market. It is not anticipated that the state should intervene to
prevent or correct distortions. Political power is subsumed under
economic power; it is secondary to it; it is not ordered toward the
government of the nation — government in the old sense of “direct-
ing” and “leading.” It must limit itself to being a technical organ at
the service of the market, whose spontaneity is automatically consid-
ered good and must be respected. By means of these fundamental re-
strictions, the report considers the relationship between the state and
the market from different viewpoints. We have already pointed out
what was said about the security of enterprise (8), about world inte-
gration of economies (10). Nevertheless, “there is nothing more solid
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upon which to base enduring human development than human in-
vestment properly conceived” (5). This human investment is fully
justified: “Whether it be the action of the public sector or the private,
[it] often yields extremely high economic profit” (7). “The require-
ments of “public goods” are such that we cannot in general leave to
the market, in developing countries, the charge of securing for the
people — particularly the poorest — a minimum of instruction . . .

care of health, nutrition and the services of family planning” (7).

This last point receives special attention in the report. A grave
difficulty risks compromising the emergence of the integrated world
market and the economic growth which is its corollary. The fact is
that “the developing world’s part in the increase of world manual la-
bor for the next twenty-five years will be 95% (1). The report even
admits, without giving in to a feeling of catastrophe, that “in the
time it takes to read the present paragraph, one hundred babies will
be born — 6 in the industrial countries and 94 in the developing
countries. There we have a world challenge. Whatever may be the
future prospects of industrial economies, the prosperity and long-
term security of the world — by the sold force of numbers — depend
on development” (181).

Finally, the report suggests how economic liberalism, that ani-
mates its conception of the market, can evolve into an authoritarian,
even, ultimately, totalitarian liberalism. In fact, precisely in regards
to family planning, the texts envisages conflicts between the “public
goods” and particular or private goods (cf. 68-71). “Fertility is the
fruit of individual decisions — that raises the question of knowing
how such decisions can come to be prejudicial to society as a whole”
(68; our emphasis). “The impact of demographic increase on the cul-
tural milieu is another source of divergence between the costs borne
by society and those borne by individuals” (69; our emphasis). Now,
these “public goods,” or if one prefers, “common utility,” must be
the concern of the state, but as we have seen, in the final analysis,
these “public goods” will be determined in function of the market;
consideration of individuals and their rights being relegated to sec-
ond place. We are going around in circles then: economic liberalism
invoked here does not limit itself to using the state, but uses the state
to subject individuals. In the two cases, this is done for the profit of
the integrated world market.

Let us summarize. In practice, the World Bank thinks of develop-
ment in terms of economic growth. Among numerous obstacles to
this growth the increase of the population in poor countries stands
out. This increase, they argue, must be restrained so that economic
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growth will be possible, to protect the environment, to ensure pros-
perity and security on a worldwide scale. We are then justified in
wondering whether the World Bank is not, as the other international
institutions we are going to examine, taking part in setting up a strat-
egy which will soon be at issue: the strategy of fear.

A Report of PUND on Human Development

The second document which invites our attention is the report
published in 1991 by the Program of the UN for Development
(PUND).

A Mine of Information

This report offers a mine of information concerning develop-
ment, and it has made an effort to treat the data in an original way.
This report has the merit of underlining the primary importance of
the human factor in development. “Men, women and children must
be at the center of attention, development being organized around
them and not the inverse” (1).

Numerous examples and suggestions are given which show that,
far from having to give in to fatalism, men can take charge of their
development. “Human development is clearly possible as shown by
the real progress achieved during the last three decades. To judge
from basic indications such as life expectancy and teaching adults to
read, development has seen some success” (1). Development de-
pends, then, first of all on men themselves, and the report points out
a liberating fact when it affirms that “very frequently it is political in-
ertia and not lack of resources that is the real cause of lessening hu-
man life’s value” (12). '

“Demographic debts” and other Debts

In several places, the report brings up the problem of regulating
population (e.g.: 14, 27, 29, 31, 36, 40, 61, 82). The text goes so far as to
insist that “the pressure exercised by population on the rare possi-
bilities of development and social services would continue to be felt
even if the effort to regulate demographic growth becomes more rig-
orous.” And it concludes: “Political action concerning public and pri-
vate expenditures is necessary in order to meet these challenges” (5).

The plea for regulating population is less apparent here than in
the FUNPA and WHO documents, which we will examine later. But
it is no less present. For example, the notion of “demographic dgbt”
arises: “Each generation should take care of its present needs, with-
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out contracting debts which it cannot repay: financial indebtedness,
social debts due to insufficient social investments, demographic
debts due to an unregulated growth of the population and ecological
debts from the fact of having exhausted natural resources” (3). As
the report of the FUNPA will do, the PUND is fixed on the horizon of
the year 2000 for its objectives: “The human objectives for the year
2000 . . . must embrace primary education, care of basic health and

family planning for all”(12), this last qualification leaves one per-
plexed.

The Market and the “New Human Order”

It is easy to understand why the PUND doesn’t enter into very
developed considerations concerning family planning: other special-
ized institutions have this charge. On the other hand, the report is
more explicit about the market and “ “positive’ liberties,” or freedom
“of acting” reminiscent of Adam Smith (19). Box 1.2, dedicated to
the “indicator of human liberty” (21), as well as the commentary
which accompanies it (20 f.), offer us a schematic exposition of the
concept of liberty such as presented by the liberal tradition.

It is this concept of liberty which inspires, in turn, the concept of
the market, also entirely liberal, which we will discuss in detail fol-
lowing our exposition.* This liberal concept of the market provides
the fundamental inspiration of the two central chapters of the report:
in Chapter 5, entitled “To Conceive the Reforms” (78-86), and Chap-
ter 6, “A New Human Order” (87-96). The theme of the “invisible
hand” — so dear to Adam Smith — is taken up again on (78), where
it recalls with fervor “the theory of the state more current in our day,
namely that the state should favor development rather than try itself
to ensure development by way of the public sector’s undertakings or
by directly furnishing social services” (78). Revealing a rather special
perception of the realities of the Third-World, the report asserts
again that “individuals are generally the best defenders of their own
interests, that is, if they are permitted to exercise this role” (79; text’s
emphasis).

The strategy for “a new human order” also gives a good role to
the liberal market. “One of the essential questions to resolve, about
elaborating this strategy [of development] is the role of the market.
Governments realize more and more that a certain number of activi-
ties should be left to the private sector and they should withdraw
from them” (88). As for industrialized countries, they have the task
of helping to stimulate world commerce and economic growth, to
bring about peace and stability in the world and to protect the envi-
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ronment — something that will avoid the migration of populations
in search of a better economic situation” (89).

According to the report, industrialized countries are thus justi-
fied, by reason of their wealth, to serve as policeman of the world
and to contain the migratory surge of the growing population of the
Third-World. The new international order, which the report extols,
“would recognized that we all belong to one same community living
on a planet that is becoming more and more populated.” And the
text we've just quoted goes on to say: “This interdependence implies
more than economic ties. The dangers that threaten our environment re-
spect no national boundaries, and poverty is the driving force hidden behind
most of these dangers’ (89; our emphasis).

The magnitude of this hidden danger is, moreover, made more
precise: “The demographic equilibrium of the planet is being rapidly
modified. The percentage of the world population living in the
South should reach 84% in 2025, while it was only 68% in 1980.” And
the report adds with a disarming candor: “Of all the babies born last
year [1990], 93% were born in the Third-World” (91).°

In a publication that must yield to diplomatic omissions, it is im-
possible to be more clear and explicit. The message is crystal clear:
the increasing populating of the planet, due to the demographic
surge of the poor, endangers world security, which the industrialized
nations need; consequently they feel justified in guaranteeing the
free functioning of the market.

We will discuss in detail this typically liberal and globalist vision
of the market. For the moment let us limit ourselves to a terse state-
ment which seems not to have been taken sufficiently into account
by the authors of the report: the drama of the poor is that they are
not involved in the market; the big problem of underdevelopment is
the non-existence of an authentic market . ..

A Report of the FUNPA on World Population

The third document will hold our attention longer. It concerns
the report made public on May 13, 1991 by the Fund of the UN for
Population Activities.® It is devoted to the “state of world popula-
tion.”

Two Intertwined Lines of Thoughts

This report assures us that the world population comes to 3.4 bil-
lion men, that it will reach 6.4 billion in 2001 and 8.5 billion in 2025. It
asserts that “the international community is unanimous in recogniz-
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ing that a better equilibrium of growth and distribution of the popu-
lation is an integral part of a strategy for survival and development”
(6). The objectives of research had been settled in 1989 at the time of
the International Forum (supposedly known) on the Population of
the XXth century, bringing together participants from seventy-nine
countries. This assembly adopted the Amsterdam Declaration which
was disturbed “by the rapid growth of world population, especially
in developing countries” (6). This declaration has since “been con-
firmed by the General Assembly of the UN and by the international
strategy for development for the fourth decade of the UN for devel-
opment” (6). In the same climate there took place in September of
1990 the world Summit for children (10). The editors indicate, more-
over, that it is the world plan of action regarding population, deter-
mined upon at Bucharest in 1974, “that still guides international ac-
tion” (4).7

As always, two lines of thought intertwine “justifying” family
planning: one by reason of “personal need” (7 £.), the other by reason
of demographic necessity (6 ff.). The latter discourse is Malthusian,
the former neo-Malthusian. The first “justification” asserts the right
of family planning (12-21); it mentions consideration regarding the
woman, the infants, education, religion, etc. nonetheless, despite the
place given to “justification” for “personal need,” it is the second
“justification” that is the most important. “The multiplication of ser-
vices for family planning has. . . become a priority objective of the in-
ternational program for development, an end in itself as well as a
way of promoting other ends of development” (6).

Research on these objectives coincides with putting an “effective
program” to work (22-23). This program will appeal to political au-
thorities, national as well as international, to non-governmental or-
ganizations, to the media, to men, to pharmaceutical enterprises, etc.
But, above all, it “must offer a broad choice of contraceptives” (30),
chemical, mechanical or surgical; natural methods don’t come up
Devoted to the “last born of contraceptives,” a box informs us that
“the pharmaceutical industry estimates that the cost of putting one
sole new product on the market to be 200 million dollars” (31). As it
happens, FUNPA, as WHO, praises the merits of “Norplant,” a sub-
cutaneous implant contraceptive system” (31). The RU 486 is hardly
mentioned, but allusion is made to it, for example when reference is
made to “new approaches to post-coital contraception” (32).

What is envisioned is clearly explained: “The objectives for the
year 2000 are realistic. They are within our reach, but only if, during
the next ten years, the modern and freely accepted service of family
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planning reach 1.5 billion people in developing countries. To this
end, it is necessary that during the next ten years two billion people
begin to plan their family or adopt more effective methods of contra-
ception. Expressed in percentages, the objective is modest, since it is
a question of going from an actual rate of contraceptive use of 51% to
a rate of 59% from now until the end of the century. Nevertheless, on
the whole it requires that the number of couples having recourse to
family planning increase by 50%, going from 381 million in 1990 to
567 million at the end of the century” (1). During the same period,
and always in developing countries, “the global rate of fertility — a
synthetic index of the mean number of births per woman [married
and of an age to procreate] — [which] is now about 3.8” will have to
drop to 3.3 (6 and 43). Various recommendations are proposed to at-
tain these objectives. Governments, in particular, should “eliminate
legislation and discriminatory practices regarding women and girls
or which restrict their rights” (43).

What the Word “To Double” Means

The FUNPA'’s report on The State of World Population is above all a
plea for strengthening the financing of the programs for family plan-
ning. This appeal shows how organizations of this type are sensitive
to the cutbacks made by president Reagan and Bush in the
government’s contributions to organisms suspected of favoring
abortion.?

The present level of resources annually devoted to family plan-
ning is between 4 and 4.5 billion dollars (38). Now, always according
to the report, “the estimates for the costs of population programs in-
dicate that it will probably be necessary to double the annual expen-
ditures to bring them to 9 billion dollars from now until the end of
the decade. Half of these funds would be furnished by international
organizations and programs of bilateral aid. FUNPA’s portion, in its
capacity as the principal distribution network of international fi-
nancing, would be raised to one billion dollars” (10). It is made clear
from the beginning that “the realization of the objectives fixed for
the year 2000 will entail a global cost — for the governments, the us-
ers of contraceptives and the international community — about 9 bil-
lion dollars per year from now until the end of the century” (1; our em-
phasis).

The report also tells us that “at present, developing countries
probably bear two thirds of the total expenditures, that is to say,
some 3.5 billion dollars, #hile external aid furnishes 675 million dol-
lars a year” (38). Still “at present, ten countries provide around 95%
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of all the international aid for population concerns” (39). Among
these ten countries figure the United States (with 10% of the funds),
Germany, Canada, Denmark, Finland, Norway, the Low Countries,
Great Britain and Sweden. “ International aid for population activi-
ties, all sources taken together, the World bank included, in 1988 rose
to 675 million dollars” (39). -

However, what does “to double the resources” from now until
the year 2000 mean? First of all that means an increase of external re-
sources contributed to the program. Alongside the various countries
— among them Finland (40), from which, curiously comes Norplant
(31) — which have already announced increases in their financial
aid, “the World Bank and other lending institutions would be dis-
posed to raise their contribution to 500 million from now until 2000.”
As far as FUNPA itself is concerned, it “hopes to dispose of a budget
of 500 million dollars from now to 1994, and of one billion dollars in
2000, as against 212 millien in 1990” (4, 40). This billion, whose pay-
ment is foreseen by FUNPA, will be included in the 4.5 billion of the
total international aid foreseen.

Furthermore and above all, that means that in the matter of fam-
ily planning, developing countries will find themselves in a situation
much worse than they are in already. Using a euphemism, the report
is actually saying that, in these regions, “the investments for the
population question will increase and the developing countries will
have to bear a larger proportion of the costs” (38). It is clear, this'
means that the developing countries are the victims of an appalling
evil because they have themselves been made to finance to a great
degree the campaigns of contraception and “contragestion” (prema-
ture abortion)’ and of sterilizations conducted among them . . .
Themselves paying up,to 3.5 billion dollars of a present total of 4 or
4.5 billions, these countries provide not two thirds, but 80% of the
costs.

However, the increase of external intervention, recommended by
FUNPA, is going to aggravate still more this tragedy. In fact, in this
matter of the policy of demographic containment, the grip wealthy
countries have on poor ones is already exercised according to two
methods. This action is indirect, in the sense that — not to speak of
corruption — the rich countries have powerful means of applying
pressure on decision makers in the poor countries. But this action is
also direct by the supply of external resources being raised, in 1988,
to 675 million dollars.

What the report means is that in the eyes of wealthy nations, the
poor ones are not going fast enough in their campaigns, and the rich
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nations use this as an argument to justify increasing their interven-
tion. As we shall see in an instant, this “will have” to be multiplied
by a coefficient of 6! Security and survival, they argue, require this
intervention and make it urgent!

In any event, whether these campaigns come from within or
from outside the poor country, they are entirely inadmissible. How-
ever, what doesn’t seem to be taken into account by wealthy western
circles is that, coming from outside, their intensified intervention is
going to awaken among the poor both the perception that their
country is the victim of domination and, above all, a lively aware-
ness of their humiliated dignity. This demands an explanation.

Toward “Demographic Dependence” of the Third-World

The new element which is not really made explicit in the report is
that the next few years will place these countries in structural “de-
mographic dependence” on those outsiders who finance the cam-
paigns for family planning. One can perceive this very well, if he fol-
lows attentively what the report says.

In effect, the report says that the governments of these develop-
ing nations will still have to provide, in the year 2000, an annual con-
tribution of 3.6 billion dollars (40, 44). One can foresee, then, that this
contribution will be an on-going thing, that it will remain at its
present level, since it corresponds to what is provided at present
(38). To this contribution will be added 500 million dollars coming
from those who use contraceptives, but we can foresee that the ex-
pense of the private sector, that is the users, will go beyond the
present 500 million to 1 billion dollars in 2000.

What is especially stupefying, and the report is careful to empha-
size it, is that international aid n (41), more precisely annual external
aid to developing countries (38), will rise from 675 million to 4.5 bil-
lion. And in the next ten years, this aid will then become six times
more important than it was in 1990. It will be equal to the cumulative
contributions of the Third-World governments (3.5 billion) and of
the “private sector” (40) or of the “users of contraceptives in devel-
oping nations” (44) (1 billion). The inevitably violent impact of this
aid will reinforce in a disquieting manner the direct control exercised
by the providers of “aid” to the targeted populations.

And so, when the report tells us that the “cost of the demo-
graphic programs” or “the annual expenses” (10) will go from 4.5 in
1990 to 9 billion dollars in 2000, it seems to be very simply affirming
that the costs of the programs will double (1, 38, 40, 44). In reality,
this assertion hides some other facts about which the report is suspi-
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ciously discreet. This affirmation conceals a decision of a policy nature.
The report means that those who have furnished external aid have
unilaterally modified their contribution to family planning in the
Third-World. An extremely important quantitative change, since their
aid is, not doubled, but multiplied by six! It is a qualitative change as
well, in this sense that by reason of its volume, this sixfold increased
aid proclaims that the poor — whether countries or couples — risk
being soon deprived by the rich of all autonomy and freedom in the
control of their fertility.

A Report of WHO on Human Reproduction

In order to attain the objectives they seek, the promoters of de-
mographic curbing must dispose, as we have seen, of a “broad
choice of contraceptives.”* The panoply of these methods — chemi-
cal, mechanical, surgical, etc. — is unfolded and discussed in a spe-
cial report of WHO that appeared in 1990." It shows clearly the di-
rect involvement of the World Health Organization in the worldwide
campaigns for family planning.

The “ Acceptability” of the Programs

- We learn from this report that the program of research on human
reproduction disposed of direct financing amounting to 43.5 million
dollars in 1988-1989 (3). It is pointed out that “induced abortion is
one of the oldest methods of birth control. They estimate that every
year from 50 to 60 million women seek to end an undesirable preg-
nancy” (49, 58).

The key word in the report is acceptability; the theme comes up
numerous times (e.g.: 19, 24, 27, 29, 36, 51, 53, 56, 71, 72, 98, 109).
Since the potential users of the range ‘of contraceptives and
contragestives are not generally sick, they have to be made to accept
the procedures made available and disseminatedunder the aegis of
WHO. It is also necessary for such a vaccine to be presented in at-
tractive packaging (28) that will lure consumers. This concern with
“acceptability” connected with enticing presentation is explained
above all by the fact that the products are destined for very broad
distribution. It emerges from the report as a whole that this distribu-
tion must be aimed especially at the Third-World; the manner in
which they go about making contraception accepted in developing
countries is moreover carefully explained (56 £.)

A few points in this report should be taken note of. First of all, it
is a question of abortion. We already know that, according to this re-
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port, there would have been between 50 and 60 million a year in the
world, of which 30 to 40 million took place in countries where abor-
tion had been legalized (49, 58). Understood that they affirm that
“induced abortion is not a method of family planning” (37), they
nonetheless observe “a tendency which has endured for a long time
and extends worldwide in favor of the liberalization of laws con-
cerning abortion” (36). Besides, the report regrets that too many
women don’t have access to “an effective contraceptive and to abor-
tion that is safe” (75).” WHO'’s program, in the determination of
which IPPF intervenes (77 and 117), is, then, concerned with this
problem.” In many cases, terminating a pregnancy is associated with
significant risks for the woman. The program has conducted re-
search into the safety and effectiveness of medical procedures for ter-
minating pregnancies as alternatives to the surgical interventions
used today” (78). At the head of these “medical procedures” pro-
duced by Schering laboratories (the ZK 98-734 and 98-299) (38), there
figures among the alternatives the famous RU 486, to which refer-
ence is made several times (4, 25, 38-40, etc.). Abortion, WHO assures
us, is not a method for limiting births, but RU 486 — whose abortive
efficacy is celebrated everywhere — can be used for this. The reader
will surely appreciate that. It is also pointed out that during the first
year it was available in France, this product had been responsible for
some 40,000 premature abortions, “which represents about a third of
the total abortions done in France in a year” (38).

This incoherence between the declared position concerning abor-
tion, on the one hand, and the new alternative chemical products, on
the other, is but apparent. In effect, the predominant approach up
until fifteen years ago asserted that the classic “pill” had only a con-
traceptive effect; it prevented conception; it did not entail abortion.
Understood; that left open another question: that of knowing
whether contraceptive behavior did not lead to abortifacient con-
duct.™

The novelty that appears in the research described in the WHO
report is that, IUD’s action aside (25 £., and 47), many present pills
have the capacity of producing three distinct effects. The first is con-
traceptive, that is, it prevents fecundation. The second has a blocking
effect: by modifying the composition of the cervical mucous, the
“contraceptive” substance precludes the passage of the spermatozoa
into the uterus and the Fallopian tube to find the ovum. The third ef-
fect is antinidatory (or “contragestive”), that is, it provokes a prema-
ture abortion.

The first two effects are preventative; the action is a priori; it pre-
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vents the conception of a being. The third follows conception; its ac-
tion is a posteriori; it destroys an already conceived being. But for
obvious physiological reasons, only one of these effects is produced.
Sometimes the pill works as a priori; sometimes it acts a posteriori.
Either conception has not taken place, and the effect is preventative;
or conception has taken place, and the effect is antinidatory or
“contragestive.” Nevertheless, in whichever case, one doesn’t have a
way of knowing exactly what happens. It can happen that a drug
provokes a simulation of “normal menstruation” (19, 21, 53): it can
make physiology lie!

From the viewpoint of morality, it results that the woman, never
truly knowing where she is in the process, finds herself totally dis-
possessed of all moral responsibility, both in regards to the child she
could have conceived as well as to her partner. Efficacy joined to to-
tal ignorance in which she is kept indicates her total alienation: she is
the object of a determined, pitiless chemical process.

In sum, WHO's report gives rise to disquieting questions regard-
ing coherence. It intertwines two lines of thinking. On the one hand,
doubtlessly in the hope of disarming adversaries of abortion, it as-
serts that it “cannot be envisaged as a method of birth control,”
while on the other hand, the agency supports the use of pills produc-
ing this effect.”

Finally, more recently WHO has given an account of the research
conducted, within the framework of its program, in view of the pro-
duction of anti-pregnancy vaccines, whose distribution has already
been denounced in the Philippines, in Tanzania, in Mexico and in
Nicaragua.®

To EFurther Involve the Nations Concerned

A third observation is necessary: it concerns the agents of these
campaigns. Quoting the conclusions of a group of experts who pro-
ceeded to an “evaluation of the external impact of the program,” the
report states: “For the future development of the program. The
group of experts feels that the developing countries should be more
involved in the cooperation of research institutions with the pharma-
ceutical industries and with competent service in the matter of the
national program of human reproduction — and this for testing and
marketing contraceptive products manufactured on the spot. This
will equally require a governmental decision regarding the reinforce-
ment of the pharmaceutical industry in developing countries and the
development of the analytical chemistry and quality control of con-
traceptive products” (86). Many pointers are provided as to how to
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organize concretely the objectives of research (12 ff.) The indispens-
able ecological touch is also present. They are not concerned about
hormonal force-feeding of women, but will “try to protect animals
from needless experimentation” (13).

In summary, WHO understood well that, in order to bring frui-
tion its design, it is indispensable for it to be able to count on people
in place. For that it will be necessary to find researcher (89), to con-
sult influential politicians (92), while dealing with religious sensitivi-
ties (87, 107). It is also necessary to calm the communities in which
one hopes to work (56). Finally, alluding to the campaigns against
RU 486 in the developed nations, the report reminds us of the formi-
dable effectiveness of boycotts, a threat that always hangs over cer-
tain products (17).

Two Presuppositions Common to the Three Documents

We should notice that two presuppositions underlie the three
documents we've just examined; neither of the presuppositions has
ever been discussed in the least. They are regarded as axioms.

The first axiom holds that man’s sexual behavior is not subject to
any moral constraint at all, neither before or after marriage. All other
areas of human action are subject to discipline, to codes of conduct,
the sole exception: sexual behavior. Before sex, individual human
conduct is not truly able to be disciplined or held responsible. Hence,
in order to deal with the inconveniences that can result from this un-
bridled conduct, we need products or procedures subject to the ex-
clusive criteria of usefulness and total efficacy.

The second axiom sees in “contraception, the central piece in the
puzzle of development.””” That is what justifies,” they say, institut-
ing the means for containment we know of and “in consequence”
their “morality.” It is regarded as blindingly evident that there are
too many men on the earth, too many men in the Third-World, and
that the situation is going to get worse in poor countries and that
harmful consequences will result for all humanity.

The first axiom is above all perceptible in WHO's report, while
the second is very apparent in FUNPA’s report. FUNPA's report and
that of WHO avoid foundering in pathos. But beyond cold “scientific
objectivity, we can recognize without difficulty the characteristic traits
of what we have called “the ideology of demographic security.”**

The United Nations: Blatant Abuse of Power

As a conclusion to the preceding, a general conclusion seems
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necessary: the three specialized institutions of the UN are engaged in
spreading a strategy of fear. They have obviously conferred together
with a view to dividing the tasks. To PUND falls the responsibility of
determining the goal to research: that is the world market supported
by the World Bank and guarantor of the new human order. To
FUNPA it belongs to determine the methods to use for attaining this
end; in the first place stands generalized demographic planning. As
for WHO, it is incumbent upon it to perfect the products that will is-
sue in universal distribution of contraception and “contragestion.”
But let us look at things more closely.”

Some Tendentious and Suspicious Things

First of all, one is surprised to state that the FUNPA wants to re-
inforce and orchestrate the world campaign for demographic con-
tainment, when this agency itself quotes several times the conclusion
of the FAO (Food and Agriculture Organization) which maintain
there is enough food in the world!* ,

A similar observation must be made regarding life expectancy.
Despite the disquieting data cited above, we must acknowledge the
fact that never in human history has life expectancy at birth been so
high, whether in developed countries or developing countries. Now
how can it be doubted that we have the best global indication about
the quality of human life? If this increase in life expectancy appears
clearly in the statistics of our diverse institutions, the latter doesn’t
seem to pay it the attention it deserves.”

We wind up, however, faced with two basic questions: are the
statistics of these agencies true? Are they reliable? Isn't this data ten-
dentious or falsified in a way that allows one to invoke it precisely to
“justify” the policies of demographic “monitoring™?

As they are defined, it is not to be excluded that demographic
policies lead to a certain way of collecting the data, treating it and
presenting it. The process normally expected would thus be in-
verted: one would not first have reliable data clarifying policy deci-
sion, but programs for curbing the population “legitimized” by sus-
pect data.

The question raised here is all the more crucial in that the great
international institutions have arrogated to themselves a quasi-mo-
nopoly in the matter of demographic knowledge. By perfecting an
ingenious world network, these institutions, disposing at will of ex-
ceptional means, can ensure themselves of the services of quality de-
mographers, whose freedom of research and expression as well as
independence of mind risk being compromised. It is urgent, then,
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that demographers not comprised by the system organize them-
selves to proceed scientifically to a critical examination of the data
currently imposed and admitted, and of the policies built on this
foundation.?

Moreover, from our analyses, and in particular from the exami-
nation of the report of FUNPA, many other conclusion of great im-
portance emerge.

A Usurped Authority

One is at once shocked to see these institutions determine demo-
graphic policies, create the means to execute them, distribute these
means on an international level, ensure themselves of the support of
scientific and commercial organizations, and finally collect the funds
from public powers and private organisms to arrive at these ends.

Whence the question: by what title and with what authority do
the FUND, FUNPA, and other organization like UNICEF? (which
FUNPA's report quotes), arrogate to themselves the right to proceed
in such a way?*

The answer to this question flows from the very nature of the
United Nations and leads us to wonder whether we are not purely
and simply before a typical case of the abuse of power. In reality, on the
point we are examining, the FUND, the FUNPA, the WHO — and
doubtless the other organizations seeking “ a series of common ob-
jectives” — take advantage of the moral authority of the UN and
usurp its prestige. These agencies proceed as if they had received a.
mandate from the UN in view of these actions. Now the UN itself has
no competence to confer such a mandate on any of its agencies. The del-
egates who sit in the UN represent there sovereign states; they are in
no way bearers of a representative mandate conferred by the human
community somewhat in the fashion of members of parliament rep-
resenting the nation in a democratic state. The UN is an assembly
constituted by members states.

The UN: Inter-state or Supra-state?

Founded by governments, bringing only state together, the UN
is, for this obvious reason, not a supra-state, but an inter-state organ-
ism that does not have, for example, the right to sign treaties. Now
the demographic policies promoted by agencies like the FUNPA,
WHO and others, push the UN toward taking a dangerous turn on
the level of law and international policy. If the UN itself does not at-
tend to defending its identity, then if risks changing its nature. In fact,
the demographic policies put into effect by the agencies depending
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on it induce in it a change of extreme gravity. With contempt for the
principle of subsidiarity, the FUND, the FUNPA and the WHO act as
if the UN was a supra-national and supra state organization (and not
inter-state) empowered to exercise a sort of sovereignty over the in-
dividual states. These agencies ask the UN to stand behind their own
abuses of power, but to reach this end, they must push the UN itself
to abuse its own power by exceeding its mandate!

The way these agencies have proceeded will end by seriously
calling into question the legitimacy of the UN’s power. The UN will
wind up being manipulated to serve as a cover for an international
technocratic minority. And that is confirmed by what the Gulf War
already demonstrated, namely that the UN can be used by the most
powerful. With scorn for the sovereign states that assemble in it, the
UN risks becoming in fact a supra-national and supra-state authority
which the strong will use for “monitoring,”? that is for watching and
controlling and planning the population of the globe. Such was cer-
tainly neither the spirit nor the letter of the San Francisco Charter
(1945)!

A report like that of FUNPA gives evidence of the risk that the
UN will little by little be transformed into a iron sword of “the ideol-
ogy of demographic security, a totalitarian stage of imperialism.”? If
the UN should go this disastrous way, it will automatically ruin all
the hopes for justice and peace which were it origin and from which
it draws its raison d’étre and legitimacy. By letting itself be manipu-
lated by its specialized agencies, with which it is perhaps in conniv-
ance, the UN makes it bit by bit impossible to apply its positive help
to a just solution of the problems of development in the world.

The kind of behavior that we are denouncing here is typical of
technocratic power which self-invests itself with a consistently exor-
bitant mission, neither more nor less, to determine the interests of
the human race. This power has as its objective to back up the popu-
lation policies decreed by institutions that have no right to make de-
cisions in this area, still less to put them into practice. In reality, the
attitude of these institutions is entirely inadmissible because it is
identified, in its deeds, with the seizure of power by force: that of-
fered by finance, science, the media and institutional machinery.

This abuse of power, which is advantageous to the big world
powers, doesn’t only affect the UN. It also afflicts other organiza-
tions, like the World Bank and the IMF, to the degree in which they
collaborate (as it is explicitly recognized) with the specialized agen-
cies of the UN in putting into effect their demographic policies.

This same abuse of power equally affects individual states. In
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fact, the specialized agencies — decidedly treating the law with the
same constant offhandedness — proceed here in two ways. On the
one hand, as they dispose of resources, they threaten individual gov-
ernments with the game of rewards and sanctions. On the other
hand, they encroach upon the rightful sovereignty of states by beat-
ing the directors over the head with the help of “scientific” publica-
tions aimed at solidifying the persuasion already influencing them.”

It only remains for these agencies to use as an argument the sub-
sidies granted to these states, and accepted by them, to reject the ac-
cusation of interference that could be used against their action.

From Bad to Worse

In summary, among other documents we could study, the reports
of FUNPA and WHO manifest a will of pitiless efficacy, again result-
ing from an implacable determination. A recent event shows us the
potential of this will for power: we see it in the “surgical precision”
of the bombing achieved not long ago of Iraqi targets.

Thus, in the cases we have studied, it’s a matter universalizing
the process of going from bad to worse. From the evil of the cam-
paigns led by those responsible in the Third-World against their own
population, they hurried to begin a graver evil by increasing the im-
portance of intervention on the part of wealthy countries. And these
countries have already succeeded in persuading the poor societies
that they had to contribute to their own mutilation, and they ensure
that the poor countries will contribute up to 80% of the costs of this
operation. However, imperialism now outdoes itself. The wealthy
countries, having become interventionists — as the Gulf War
showed — and impatient, now propose themselves to proceed to
this great enterprise of castration.

A Secret and Revealing Document

Finally, a secret document, reserved to the White House, dating
from 1974, but made public in 1989, sheds precious light on the
whole project we’ve examined in this chapter” It’s a question of a
study coordinated by Henry Kissinger, then secretary of state under
president Gerald Ford. In the following year, the United States estab-
lished a “bureau for population affairs,” organized also by Henry
Kissinger. At Z. Brzezinski's suggestion, activities of this bureau
were supposed to be given high priority.

This report, actually applied by the Bush government, considers
it indispensable to the security of the U.S. to implement a policy of
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demographic control in countries of the Third-World. The means are:
chemical contraception, sterilization, the IUD, abortion, etc. In the
execution of this program, thirteen countries become the object of
special attention by reason of the political and strategic importance
they represent for the U.S. They are Bangladesh, Brazil, Colombia,
Egypt, Ethiopia, India, Indonesia, Nigeria, Mexico, Pakistan, The
Philippines, Thailand and Turkey. It is also subtly brought out that
“the United States can help minimize the suspicion of giving in to an
imperialist motivation that could be found as the basis of the sup-
port it gives to population activities. For that, it is necessary to em-
phasize that the North American position flows, as it happens, from
facts like the right of the individual to determine freely and responsi-
bly the number of children he desires, and the fundamental right of
poor nations to social and economic development.”

This document relates or confirms several things.

First of all, this program had been started in 1965 and was sus-
tained by the North American agency for international development
(USAID). The U.S. and USAID also played an important role in the
creation of the Fund of the United Nations for Population (FUNFPA).

Most of the recommendations found in the report of 1991, which
we have analyzed, already appear as well in this document. USAID,
besides, has helped private organisms to realize effectively their pro-
grams of demographic containment. Such is the case of the Pathfinder
Fund and the International Planned Parenthood Federation (IPPF).”

From that point to thinking that the U.S. would use these various
organisms to put into effect its program of demographic contain-
ment, it is but a step that some have already taken. Others go even
further: why, they wonder, would the U.S. not also use other organ-
isms — such as, for example, the World Bank, the PUND, the WHO,
or even the UN itself — to conduct its policy in this area?*

Conclusion of the First Part

At the end of this examination, some general conclusion emerge.
The world today continues to be haunted by fear. Men are led to be-
lieve that their security is threatened. Fear characterizes the poor as
well as the wealthy, individuals as well as nations, the South and
North, the East and the West. Poor counselor, fear vitiates relations
among men and nations. It inclines one to look upon the other, oth-
ers, as a menace, as an enemy.

Those responsible for disseminating information — govern-
ments, political organisms, international associations, cultural and
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religious institutions, have the urgent duty to put things in their
proper perspective and prevent distrust from being elevated to the
status of dogma and systematically dominating all decision. They
have to make possible a future of balanced and just relations.

In many circles of the Third-World and developing countries,
there exists — and is sometimes reinforced — the temptation to re-

gard underdevelopment as a fatal phenomenon, definitive and irrevers-
ible.

This conviction engenders despair among poor people and cyni-
cism among the rich. It is urgent that we denounce this paralyzing
determinism, this immobilizing fatalism that is without foundation.
We must reaffirm that man is in charge of his history, of society and
of nature, thanks to his intelligence, his free will, his creative imagi-
nation, his sociability.

Today the weight of public opinion is noticeably greater than a
quarter of a century ago. Even if it is sometimes badly enlightened or
even deceived, this public opinion has also become clearly more sen-
sitive to certain moral problems.

The media, which we often reproach, not without reason, for
conditioning this opinion, can equally contribute toward forming it
and echo its concerns before governments, international organiza-
tions, public or private. Thus public opinion, more attentive than
ever to some moral problems has equally more influence than ever
on decision makers.

The rest of this work will deal with the spread of the liberal ide-
ology and the means for curbing it.

1 Gee 44 of FUNPA’s document, which we cite in note 6. Recent history of the
action of the UN and its agencies in the question of population is described with
some complacency by Stanley P. Johnson in World Population and the United Nations,
Cambridge University Press, 1987. This is completed by Jason L. Finhle and C.
Allison McIntosh (ed.), The New Politics of Population. Conflict and Consensus in
Family Planning (New York: the Population Council, 1994); Gita Sen, Adrienne
Germain, Lincoln C. Chen (eds.), Population Policies Reconsidered. Health, Environ-
ment and Rights (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1994). One can also
consult the classic work of Carl Djerassi, The Politics of Contraception (New York:
Stanford Alumni Association, 1979). Especially representative of the positions of the
UN is the discourse of Robert S. McNamara, “Une politique démographique
mondiale pour promouvoir le développement humain au XXe siécle given on Dec.
10, 1991.
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1 See World Health Organization, Research in Human Reproduction. Biennial Report
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PART 11

UNDERDEVELOPMENT,
BAD DEVELOPMENT,
PsEUDO-DEVELOPMENT

The study we have thus far presented has shed light on the last-
ing importance of the two cleavages: East-West first, then North-
South, and the relationship between the two. In the second part of
our expose we wish to explore more closely this complex connection.

During the last decades, the greater number of moralists held, at
least implicitly, that the countries of the Third-World should, in strict
justice, be able to reach a development similar to what is true of in-
dustrialized countries. From that follow various recommendations
bearing especially on the duty of cooperation.

Today, however, it appears that we have to dig further. The ap-
proach we are undertaking here is aimed at showing that what con-
stitutes the obstacle to development in the Third-World is an errone-
ous conception of development among the governments. This con-
ception gives rise to the bad development which is found in the
western industrialized countries, and to the pseudo-development
which we find in countries under communist rule.

More precisely, the big obstacles to the development of the Third-
World are to be looked for in two constructs presented with the pre-
tense of rationality, economic on the one hand, and political on the
other. Now these two constructs are the artificial product of ideologi-
cal deceptions which must be unmasked. The first of these constructs
revolves around the themes of the individual and the market; the



second around the themes of society and the state. Each of these con-
structs lead to a particular form of juridical positivism and of organicist
monism. These two forms gravely compromise the very possibility of es-
tablishing social justice.

In our opinion, one of the primary tasks of criticism today should
consist in making a clear-cut distinction between these two themes.
It is this approach that we are going to outline in some of its major
points.



CHAPTER 1

THE CONFUSION BETWEEN LIBERTY
AND LIBERALISM

Brief Remarks on Liberty and Justice

Liberalism: First an Anthropology

As we begin our development of this theme, it is appropriate to
recall clearly that the liberal tradition is characterized above all by an
anthropology that exalts man as an individual, his sacred right to
private property, his individual liberties. It is foremost liberty that
characterizes man.

The human individual is regarded as totally autonomous, and this
in two senses: one may be called more subjective; the other more ob-
jective. In the first sense, man and he alone is totally master of his ex-
istence; he does not depend on anybody, nor is he responsible for an-
other except to the degree that his sovereign will consents in letting
itself be determined by someone different from himself. Whence the
second sense: this sovereign will, this liberty without limits, will de-
termine in a totally autonomous fashion what is good or bad, what
has value and what is a value for the individual in question. The
moral norm will strictly coincide with the determination of the sub-
jective will — the norm necessarily reflecting the special interest of
the individual. The individual thus ends by erecting his own con-
duct into a moral norm.?

We see right away that this conception of liberty entails the pre-
cursory sign of anarchism: the “law” which the totally subjective will
accepts is connected with nothing else than the will which positively
determines its content. Thus the liberal tradition paradoxically leads
to juridical positivism’s inclination always to sanction the force of

65



66 THE TOTALITARIAN TREND OF LIBERALISM

the strongest. There is no longer place for reference to objective reali-
ties, including other individuals whom each individual should take
into account. Human reason is not excluded, but it is mutilated; it is
reduced to being a faculty for comparing the advantages or inconve-
niences of such and such a decision, it is reduced to measuring the
utility of such and such conduct. It is no longer the faculty that en-
ables each man to discern the true and the false, the just and the un-
just, the good and the bad, and to consent to one or the other by a
voluntary act of free assent. The idea that, thanks to reason, men
could better understand what they are, dialogue and discover the
foundations of their sociability has hardly any bearing here. Reason
is at the service of individual interests; it is no longer open to univer-
sality. It is no longer the faculty thanks to which men can compre-
hend what distinguishes them and what brings them together.

One is also prevented from finding for sociability any other but
an individual foundation — something really contradictory. De-
prived of all reference to any other thing but their liberty, if individu-
als want to live together, they have no other resource but to have re-
course to conventions, occasional consensus, contracts. Issuing only
from anarchic wills, their declarations will express only the interests
of the contracting parties. Man’s rights themselves will not escape
this ravaging positivism. If in such a society and at such and such an
epoch of history we agree one day to proclaim them or proclaim
about them, why would we prevent ourselves from modifying their
content or meaning to fit our interests? Now the latter change ac-
cording to the circumstances of time and place and according to alli-
ances that can always be terminated because they are based on util-
ity and self interest. In brief, the trend of liberalism ends in aporia in
the ancient meaning of the word, that is a dead end. Starting with the
axiom developed by Locke, at the beginning men are free and equal;
they end with practical consequences that make it impossible to
think of and will liberty and equality as values for all men. The only
thing that remains is the “legitimating” discourse that presents the
original axiom less as a horizon than as a mirage.

Force, the Measure of Liberty?

Strangely enough, the “masters of suspicion,” perhaps without
intending it, have contributed toward reactivating and rehabilitating
this liberal vision of man, solidly anchored in modern philosophy.®

For example, Sartre, is hardly reputed to be a representative of
the liberal tradition. Yet, it is in his work, contemporary with us, that
the liberal current finds one of the most characteristic theoretical ex-
pression:
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My liberty . . . is not an added quality or a property of my nature;

it is very precisely the stuff of my being . . . One couldn’t find for

my liberty limits other than itself . . . Liberty is exactly the noth-

ingness that has been at the heart of man and which impels the
human reality to make itself instead of being . . For the human re-
ality, to be is to choose itself; nothing comes to it from outside,
neither from inside, that it can receive or accept. It is entirely
abandoned, without aid of any sort, to the insufferable necessity

of making itself to be, down to the least detail. Thus liberty is

not a being: it is the being of man, that is, his nothingness of be-

ing.*

Then the door is open to an interpretation in which liberty is en-
visaged in terms of force before which nothing should or would be
an obstacle. This interpretation is characteristic enough of the liberal
tradition. The idea of individual force underpins the idea of liberty:
my strength is the measure of my liberty. Whence a consequence that
cannot be ignored: “No grill is necessary; hell is others.”> The liberty
of the other, based on force, is opposed to mine and is its limit; it can-
not but trigger my aggressivity. How, then, can we escape from a
conception of man whose dignity is geometrically variable? The idea
of moral equality of men is compromised in its very principle. Liber-
alism quickly hastens to make explicit the consequences flowing
from like premises. Whence follow, in politics, the opposition to any
absolutism, to any despotism, and also the distrust in principle of the
state, though indispensable. From such premises also follows, in eco-
nomics. The opposition to all interventionism. Liberty cannot be lim-
ited by the public powers; they must rather broaden the field of its
exercise, notably by favoring exchange.

During its history, Western Europe and America have known dif-
ferent forms of liberalism. The great classic liberal current, with “ab-
solute liberalism” culminating toward the middle of the nineteenth
century, is itself the concluding point of a complex philosophical, po-
litical and economic history.

The seventeenth century had already seen flourish a conception
of education and of Christian life tending toward advocating obser-
vances and recommending good works. It is the epoch in which
some theologians develop a morality of a privatizing tendency,
rather unrelated to devotions and dogma. Education for social jus-
tice are, to a certain point, rendered less perceptible by reason of the
insistence on the necessity of good works. The lasting influence of
Molina (1535-1600), a Jesuit theologian, should be mentioned here.
His doctrine accentuates the role of individual liberty, imparting a
corresponding orientation to a whole concept of Christian pedagogy,
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and thereby to public life.® Nor is it surprising, as well, to find that
the liberal spirit was already present, before the letter, in mercantil-
ism and Colbert’s invitation to become rich. Why should we not ex-
pect to find it again later, from the sixteenth century on, during the
colonial conquests and the exploitation in which it resulted?”

The French Physiocrats, for their part, contributed since the eigh-
teenth century, to acclimatize the idea of “natural laws,” setting up a
natural and harmonious order for which the “legal despot” ensured
respect since he was enlightened. Now the pivotal point of this natu-
ral order is the right of property.

In brief, the history of the West is marked by recurrent outbreaks
of absolute liberalism, allergic to the intervention of public powers in
the economic and social fields. As we shall see, contrary to current
assertions, this absolute liberalism has not at all disappeared, and it
inspires new forms of anarchism. In some countries of the Third-
World, by reason of the weakness of the state, this liberalism has
even remained savage toward the state, so to speak.

In the contemporary Western world, the heirs of liberalism ac-
knowledge, in a way, that public powers have a role as “indirect em-
ployer.” The state was founded to intervene in economic and social
life; nevertheless, it must respect and ensure respect for the play of
free competition as well as the private character of business. The
original spirit of liberalism survives in contemporary neo-liberalism.
It continues to prosper in international relations. In our present soci-
ety, from the moral point of view, liberalism saves appearances only
because — up until now — it is tempered by Christian morality.

We should, then, examine the forms in which the permanence
and vigor of the liberal tradition today can be perceived.

The Person and Justice

However, before pursuing a reflection which will treat head-on
the problem of justice, it could be useful to recall very succinctly a
few classical distinctions. We traditionally distinguish general justice
which orders the actions of the individual to the common good, and
commutative justice which regulates exchanges between individuals
according to arithmetical equality. It is the justice involved in con-
tracts; it ignores the differences in the condition of the individuals.
The just price of a piece of merchandise is one in which there is
equality between the sale price and its cost increased by a normal
profit. Commutative justice is found, not only between individuals,
but also in the relations between states.
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Distributive justice regulates the relations between society and its
members and distributes goods, costs and penalties proportionately
as people merit. Given equality of work, the father of a large family
pays less in taxes than a celibate.

Social justice is that which tends to bring about a society whose
members work toward a common project. The end toward which the
whole social body tends requires, on the one hand, respect of per-
sons for each other, and on the other, acceptance by persons of duties
toward society and by institutions of society of duties toward per-
sons. Proceeding on the basis of a deepening of the requirements of
distributive justice, social justice gives concrete form to general jus-
tice and then concrete content to the demands of the common good.
Social justice, then, is that which a society strives to ensure by means
of public and private institutions in view of promoting the dignity of
persons and respect for human communities.?

The Market and its Ideological Reduction

The Obscuring of Liberty

Today we can assert that a complex of difficulties without prece-
dent spreads, beginning with the West, throughout the whole of hu-
man society.’ These inextricable difficulties have their source in the
continually fostered confusion between liberty, and essential dimen-
sion of human existence, and liberalism become an ideology. From
that follow no less resolvable difficulties regarding justice. Every-
thing is orchestrated in such a fashion as to make us believe that the
only way of advocating economic an social liberty would be to sub-
scribe to this liberal or liberalist ideology. This belief in a sort of mo-
nopoly of liberalism is a delusion, but we can easily understand why
it is propagated. Nothing, in effect, is more necessary to individuals
gathered together in society than the right to liberty. This right is
translated concretely through the possibility of each one having the
initiative freely to create, to build. In fact, it’s plain for all to see that
liberty exists on a double level, social as well as individual.

Carefully cultivated, this confusion between liberty and liberal-
ism breeds a perversion of minds. These tend to combine human lib-
erty and the liberal (or liberalist) ideology with which it is identified.
This corruption of meaning is at the origin of all the misunderstand-
ings. If it were liberalism that allows liberty to be what it is, that is, if
it exalted in a privileged fashion this constitutive dimension of hu-
man existence that liberty is, then one should admit that, in the East-
West confrontation, it came out the victor and all the praises would
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be called for. On the other hand, if liberalism were to advocate a bad
use of liberty, if it relied on the irrepressible aspiration for liberty in
order to create a falsified mystique of this same liberty, then we
should claim that it wasn’t under its aegis that the totalitarian dictators
of the East were overthrown, but inspite of it.

In this case, then, liberalism is an ideology that we should
demystify with the same vigor as we did the communist ideology.
This ideology is presented as a current of structured and efficacious
thought that intervenes in the faculty of judgment, the will and in
consciences. This ideology that intrudes in the discourse about the
whole of nature and that superimposes itself in the most diverse
practices, finishes by obscuring liberty and paralyzing its exercise.
Its name — liberalism — which seems to pay homage to liberty, is an
impostor that only masks a sham. Its goal, as for every ideology, is to
“justify” and “legitimize” injustice by means of a perfidious appeal
to liberty and by taking over the instruments (political, economic, fi-
nancial, social, demographic) whose use authentic liberty normally
reserves for itself.

By reason of its ideological nature, it is very clear, then, that liber-
alism cannot but lead to totalitarianism. It cannot but exclude, by
force or constraint as necessity requires, all that does not meet the
special interests it hides. The discourse of those who burn incense
before it is at once mendacious and violent. In brief, since it too is
fake coin, liberalism isn’t worth any more than tyrannical Marxism:
they are twins. And history confirms what we are saying: like Marx-
ist socialism, liberalism has been and is still at the origin of an impos-
ing number of totalitarian, dictatorial or authoritarian regimes, espe-
cially fascist ones.

Ideological Description of the Market

“Liberalist” ideology gives way, one can expect, to an ideology of
the market. Now, in its turn, the market gives way to an equivalent
confusion like that between liberty and liberalism. In effect, we must
carefully distinguish the market, on the one hand, as a special and
limited regulator, whose functioning is subject to certain laws and
rules, and, on the other hand, as an ideological description which is
of special interest to us here.

As a regulator, the existence of the market cannot be questioned.
When we speak of the market as regulator, we want to say that it is
endowed with mechanisms that make it regular, discipline it, moder-
ate it, coordinate it so that the actions of those who participate in it
are harmonized in serving the end toward which the whole of the ac-
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tivity is ordered. Once supply is faced with demand, a merchant
mechanism goes to work. Certainly it can happen that there is a lack
of supply or demand regarding goods, but when someone offers
something to someone who wants it, there is a market and the set-
ting of a price. "

In fact, the real problem is to know how supply and demand are
constituted, or if one wishes, how the problem of solvency is posed
and regulated. In a regime of perfect competition, supply is consti-
tuted by a plurality of people participating; in a regime of imperfect
competition, it is constituted by the participation of a few people of
unequal importance. In this last case, it can happen that there is no
market, and it is precisely then that abuses are possible. It is above
all in a system of monopolistic supply that the structuring of the sup-
ply poses a problem, for in this case, the position of the supplier is
often expressed in a restricting manner. Some enterprises, for ex-
ample, can have a monopoly for the production of electricity which
today has become indispensable. And the companies can fix the
price of electricity the way they wish and demand ways of payment
that please them. Default in payment results in the electricity being
cut off. In this case, supply overcomes demand, and there is almost
an absence of a market. In democratic countries, to avoid abuses that
this situation can bring about, political power, reflecting the de-
mands of the electorate, intervenes. Such intervention, then, appears
today as a necessity in order to limit economic power and safeguard
the market.

From this first viewpoint, then, one must say that where there is
a market, exchange takes place by means of money. But greedy
profit-seeking can compromise the setting of prices in conformity
with justice. In the Third-World, many have hardly anything to ex-
change, and that is why there is but a limited market. But there is
means of bringing it about that everyone will have something to of-
fer on the market. It is here that the crucial character of the problem
of justice appears: it is when no market exists that all the abuses are
possible. Thus, from this first viewpoint, absolute “laissez faire,
laissez passer “ is incompatible with the formation of markets. More-
over, it appears that the relative absence of a market added to the en-
demic weakness of political power are at the heart of the drama that
goes on in the Third-World

As an ideological description, the market is used as a delusion by
liberalism. What is of concern here is, not the market as regulator,
but an unbridled liberty of action. All restriction on this liberty is re-
garded as harmful. Public powers must leave it alone; for an even
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greater reason it is necessary to oppose any new political institution
— for example, an international one — that would have the mandate
to moderate the freedom of enterprise and control cartels.

Along with the confusion between liberalism and liberty ap-
pears, then, the confusion between free enterprise and liberalism. A
condition indispensable to economic development, free enterprise is
confused with the laissez faire mystique. In reality, liberalism as an
ideology is the spirit of unbridled enterprise, one without any mod-
erating element. It is the freedom of an enterprise regarded as be-
yond the complex framework in which human existence is lived,
where economic liberty is one expression, among many others, of
human liberty. This is equally manifested in political, scientific, cul-
tural and religious life. Briefly, authentic free enterprise is the will to
respect freedom of initiative in the economic domain, on condition
that this freedom not be disassociated from the other areas in which
the liberty essential to man must be able to express itself.

As though so much confusion is not enough, the liberalist ideol-
ogy of the market still carefully maintains a dangerous deception:
the law of supply and demand is the panacea for all ills. A market
can properly function, but that does not imply in any way that the
distribution of goods among those who participate in it will auto-
matically be more just. To say that it is necessary to allow the forces
of the market to work is correct, if by that we mean that it is neces-
sary to form a genuine market, that is, a situation in which supply
and demand tend to be equivalent and one does not absorb the
other.

Liberalist Scientism

As a regulator, the market, then, is a natural reality which, as
such, is independent of the liberal ideology. By that fact, then, one
has a basis for speaking of rules that govern the market and even —
why not? — natural laws of the market.

But liberalist ideology hastens to describe this natural reality of
the market by changing it into a sort of idol.”® Thirst for the absolute
is quenched by this idol. And religion risks being replaced by the
market; all reference to the transcendent is little by little erased.! At
the same time the very notion of human dignity vanishes.

Liberalist ideology “sacralizes” the market in some way, as oth-
ers “sacralize” Society, the Species or the State! Starting with this
“sacralization” of the market, the natural laws of the market surrep-
titiously change status. And this change signals very precisely the
triumphant emergence of a liberalist scientism. These “natural laws”
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— now corrupted — are elevated to the dignity of so-called “moral”
laws. These laws are used to “legitimize,” “justify,” allegedly moral
conduct. The perversion of ideologically reducing the natural laws
of the market (as regulators) to “natural laws” raised to “moral
norms” resides, once again, in the fact that the liberal ideology pro-
ceeds by way of antiphrasis, as is customary with any self-respecting
ideology. Liberalist ideology has the word liberty say the contrary of what
it means. In fact, the moment natural laws, by a semantic trick, are
changed into “moral” laws, liberty is chased from moral action in the
name even of the pseudo-liberty of which liberal ideology proclaims
itself the herald! As in every ideology, liberal ideology restores, in ef-
fect, a moral determinism: morality, in the economic field, then, con-
sists in subscribing to the “necessary” laws which govern the
economy. Authentic liberty and morality find themselves expelled
from the economic field. It is necessary that this ideological line of
thinking seems to exalt liberty in order to be able to empty it of its
object. At the end of this hoax, the goal sought is fully attained: im-
moral conduct is “justified” by rerouting the natural laws that gov-
ern economic life. The moral qualification of economic conduct is dictated
by the liberalist ideology. Furthermore, like all ideologies, liberalist
scientism brings about a pseudo-morality that entirely invades the
field of morality once liberty has nothing more to do.

Finally, this liberalist scientism chases out all subjectivism. The
“natural laws” of the market, henceforth an expression of a kind of
economic physics, are perfectly “objective,” “anonymous,” imper-
sonal.” The people who speak of these “laws” take good care to
mask themselves. And for good reason: behind the mask of a moral-
ity which they deceitfully confer upon them, the “laws” in question
have as their function to conceal the special interests of those who
proclaim them.

In this denunciation of the market, we have no intention of deny-
ing the real character of the laws that set the economic process in mo-
tion. On the other hand, we deny that this reality can serve as a sup-
port for the injustices that one tries to cover up. Thus it is perfectly
true that supply coupled with demand sets the price of a commodity
of primary necessity at such and such a level. But in no case does this
mechanism justify making this commodity inaccessible to the gen-
eral population — a procedure to which supporters of the liberal ide-
ology adapt perfectly. The solution obviously does not consist in fal-
sifying a price, which is the real one, but in acting freely, especially on
the political plain, so that supply corresponds to demand on a level
more affordable to the general public. An example: if the supply and
demand for water makes it precious in a desert place, that doesn’t
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keep those who have nothing with which to buy it from being very
thirsty. The same thing, for example, for medicine and instruction.
One must, then, by using responsible liberty, work out a means for
changing the mechanism and lowering the price of water and mak-
ing this commodity more available. On the one hand, it would be ab-
surd to blame the price which is but a simple result; yet such is the
attitude of many politicians. On the other hand, it would be equally
absurd to try to make people believe that this price — just because it
was naturally determined — is a reality that must be accepted with-
out trying to change it; yet such is the language typical of the ideolo-
gies of (neo-) liberalism. To “justify” the inequality of exchanges,
they invoke the “necessary” character of some economic situations,
and, that done, they mask the injustices involved.

In the example of water we’ve just given, the market is envi-
sioned within the particular framework of just any nation. But the
necessity of working out a means for making the supply correspond
to the demand on a more affordable level has repercussions in the
framework of international relations. In this framework also, it is
necessary to act freely, first on the political plain so that supply will
be of such a quality and quantity as to correspond to the immense de-
mand at a more affordable level for the general population.

We must also remark that, if economic liberty is an indispensable
condition for the good running of economic activity and for social
justice, it is also an insufficient condition — something liberal ideol-
ogy ignores. This needs a word of explanation.

Economic liberty is indispensable, for when it is attacked one
empties reality. From the moment one begins to tamper with the eco-
nomic mechanism, one tends to produce substitute solutions more
serious than the injustices which these solutions are thought to rem-
edy. The communist model especially has collapsed because it had to
misunderstand this mechanism. In sum, it is the same with economic
liberty as with individual liberty: it doesn’t make you virtuous, but
without it it's impossible to be virtuous.

Economic liberty is still insufficient, for it doesn’t spontaneously
establish the relationships of justice that all of society has the right to
expect and the duty to effect. To believe or make others believe that
economic liberty left to itself will arrive at resolving social inequali-
ties, is to suppose that knowledge of inequalities necessarily pro-
duces their correction. Basically that is a gnostic attitude. Besides, it
is not astonishing that, in this century in which we lack courage and
in which the taste for asceticism has yielded to hedonism, we prefer
to succumb to a strange scientism and appeal to the fetishism of
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knowledge for its own sake. It is false to think that the free play of
economic mechanisms and the awareness of the inequalities which
they reveal are enough to correct the injustices the signs of which are
displayed by these mechanisms. It is dumb to think that, only by vir-
tue of its reality, economic liberty engenders justice or that its re-
quirements are honored by the sole magic of the work contract. Nor
is it less stupid to hold that, on the political level corresponding to
the economic level which has been envisioned here, justice is auto-

matically born of the social contract already thought up by
Rousseau.

Thus under cover of promoting the economy of the market —
with the regulating mechanisms proper to it, its laws, its freedom of
enterprise — liberal or liberalist ideology promotes in fact an ideo-
logical notion of the market, unrelated to reality but useful to those
who produce it. It is this concept and it alone that we are going to
analyze more closely in order to lay bare its inevitably totalitarian
nature.
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CHAPTER II

NEew IpeoLoGy, NEw IDOL

We must draw attention to the fact that we have arrived at a
crossroads in our discussion. From now on we are going to treat the
market more as a natural reality with its regulating mechanisms. We
are going to delve into the ideological concept which liberalism gives
it. It should be clear, then, that we are going to concentrate on liberal
scientism, with the aim of laying bare its inevitably totalitarian na-
ture. We will use interchangeably the expressions “liberalist ideol-
ogy” or “liberal ideology” to designate the new ideology; for the
new idol we will use the expression “liberalism interpretation of the
market” or other equivalent ones. '

From Science to Scientism

An Exaggerated Economism

In sorting out the connotations of scientism characteristic of this
ideology, one takes up again the expression “natural laws of the
economy.” From there on, one makes the connection and says that
the market has its “laws,” to which one must bend since they are “nec-
essary.” These “laws” yield “theories” that are called “scientific.”

The liberal tradition has thus enthroned a idolatrous conception
of the market. The study of the economy leads to an exaggerated
economism which, in the name of “scientific reason” and the de-
mands of effectiveness, is inclined to expel the morally creative
imagination and to make the economy inhuman. One has arrived at
the point of no longer taking into account the fact that economic
thought is only a science that, as all sciences, must contain what it
claims and guard itself against being taken for what it can never be:
scientism.

77
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The economy, then, no longer has anything to do with morality,
since the ideology teaches that the economy, in the end, is subject to
the inflexible “laws” of this new idol: a market re-interpreted, or
more precisely a victim of the abuse of language. Nor does one take
into account any longer that the enthronement of this idol is born of
an unmentioned ethical option: each one has rights only in propor-
tion to his strength, and the political and juridical institutions will be
established accordingly. They are oriented toward the emergence of
the strongest. The dominant concern is, not the common good, but the
particular good of those who “succeed” in the great competition of
individuals. All the talk about the rights of man and their universal ex-
tension ends by being nothing but hypocrisy: everything is built
upon the negation of such extension. And it is this negation that the
liberal ideology hides. Thus, as all ideologies, liberal ideology uses
the lie in the service of a particular form of violence. The same holds
true for all the liberalist talk about development. Failing to consider
that man is of another order than the many measurable material pa-
rameters, and that he transcends all of them, one identifies growth
and development. The most prestigious international organizations,
with their impressive statistics and reports, all powerfully contribute
to this confusion.

The Relationship of Forces

From these premises it follows that the economic relations estab-
lished among men are relationships of forces. A selection is operative
in which the strongest necessarily prevails. Moral considerations are
set aside to the advantage of those relative to effectiveness and util-
ity of certain individuals. The role of the prince consists in judging
the play of individual liberties in such a way that wealth will reward
the effectiveness of the most able.

Because of these premises the liberal economic tradition seeks
the juridical and political arrangements that reflect the interests and
convenience of the economically strong. The very idea of free competi-
tion, inseparable from that of the market, is interpreted as founded
upon an economic “necessity” that destines some to success others
to poverty.!

To cap it all, they appeal — sometimes by misinterpreting the
text — to the famous “ invisible hand” of Adam Smith.> The
neoliberalist mystique seizes upon it to make people believe that to-
tal economic liberty necessarily makes for harmony and peace. This
hand would have to be endowed with magic power: it would make
the welfare and interests of individuals and of society coincide spon-
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taneously. Social justice would be established at the end of an equi-
librium born of the free play of opposed economic forces. In certain
respects, this theme recalls that of the “pious lie” which Plato in-
voked to “justify” social stratification by appealing to a typology of
souls; some of iron, some of silver or gold.? Here liberalism proceeds
as if the demands of justice were satisfied by exercising only one kind
of justice, commutative. And that gives too little consideration to the
distinction between distributive and commutative justice, and to the
relation of both to general justice and social justice.

Perversion of Economic Relationships and Social
Injustice

The Dropouts of Expansion

Injustice, or rather the injustices, of the economic system derived
from liberal ideology are but the consequence of a fundamental per-
version of economic relationships, the perversion itself a product of
individualism, utilitarianism and materialism. It is at this basic level
that injustice must first be denounced.*

For not having paid enough attention to this perversion, moral-
ists have not sufficiently noticed the cause of these injustices, which
they justly denounced, it is the so-called scientific quality of the laws
of bronze® governing the economy. They certainly advocated the prac-
tice of justice, but they took for granted that justice had to be prac-
ticed within the framework of market economy whose reinterpreta-
tion by liberalism ideology they did not take into account. They said
that all must be offered an equal chance for personal realization.
They brought considerations relative to distributive justice to bear:
“To each according to his needs.” They nevertheless forgot that this
reference to distributive justice was itself untruthful: it's obvious that
the poor had, had to have, fewer needs that the rich and in any case
that they had less to exchange. One left to “charitable” initiative, to
the “gratuitous” gesture, the solution — necessarily chancy — of the
problems that in fact pertained to justice.

Two safety valves had, nonetheless, been foreseen to prevent
some abuses. On the one hand, we were assured that those who re-
mained poor deserved to be helped by others; and they invoked the
idea of superfluity. On the other hand, those who succeeded were in-
vited, not only to be generous and give alms, but in their actions to
put the common good before their own.®

When all is said and done, the moralists made up their minds
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about the existence of poverty. They tried to soften its harshness, but
they hardly asked themselves to what degree the primary cause of
this poverty should have been sought in the profound, but little ap-
parent, injustices. It was still with this frame of mind, for example,
that on the eve of World War II, Walter Lippmann recommended that
public authorities take care of the destitute people caused by capital-
ist society, without however going so far as to acknowledge before
such authorities a duty of intervening in order to remedy the struc-
tural causes of the misery of which the dropouts of expansion were
victims.

Thus the idea of examining the social cost of the standard of living
to which the wealthy had access occurred to no one. No more than is
done today, did one explore the correlation existing between the pov-
erty of the one and the wealth of the other, or very timidly. In any
case, one expected that more just relations would spontaneously be
born of the interplay of liberties. It was hardly a question of going
back to the perverse anthropologies making these injustices neces-
sary. Hobbes, for example, certainly figured on the theologians’ black
list, but that was above all because they suspected him, not without
reason, of materialism and atheism. One gave little thought to the
possibility of there being a link between his materialism and his po-
litical thought. Since he lived during the religious wars, one was
hardly moved by his famous Homo homini lupus (Man is a wolf to-
ward man), nor of Bellum omnium contra omnes (War of all against
all), and one did not suspect the significance that liberalism would
soon discover in these aphorisms. For the rest, attention was not
awakened to the fact that his anthropology was on the way to be-
coming one of the most important sources of modern liberalism. De-
spite an obvious reference to Cromwell, one saw hardly any special
reason to examine critically the socio-political repercussion of his
work.”

Moreover, the dominant, even exclusive, concern of commutative
justice called for a conception of the state comparable to this narrow
concern. The state would be a “policeman” among those participat-
ing in the market-society. Its intervention would be reduced to what
was strictly necessary. One would scarcely ask it to be concerned
with distributive justice. Even less would one ask its concern for so-
cial justice or the common good. Acknowledging in it no competence
of this kind, one wouldn’t give it any power for this purpose. If the
liberal tradition had taken more account of the requirements of dis-
tributive justice, it would have been led to see the indispensable in-
tervention of the prince in the development of this justice. The inter-
vention of the prince would have appeared necessary, even for recti-



RIS - AT e
NI AR IR ok T o B

New IpEoLoGY, NEw IpoL 81

fying the merciless play of commutative justice. For even the require-
ments of this justice are not honored in the market as conceived by
liberalism ideology.

Thus, if it had taken more seriously the rightfulness of the re-
quirements of commutative and distributive justice, the liberal tradi-
tion would have been led to accede to the rightfulness of the require-
ments of social justice.

Development, A Moral Problem

We can draw some lessons from the observations above.

Criticism of liberal systems must be made, not only on the level
of concrete injustices that are observed, but also by going beyond
these. Its chief reaction must bring it to the liberal system itself and,
in the final analysis, to the ideology that underlies it and prompts
people to consent to its essential injustice. In order to defeat liberal
ideology, the moralist concerned with the person must, then, must
give priority attention to all that in this ideology obscures the most
basic liberty of man. For if one reduces human liberty to an
autodetermination relying on power, the liberties are incompatible
with one another, the liberty of some being necessarily checked by
the stronger liberty of others. Criticism of this ideology cannot ne-
glect to call each one first to be free in relation to himself.

In the traditional perspective, there are rich (nations) and poor
(nations). Whence the necessity of a little binary analysis of develop-
ment and its social dimensions. Just as the poor can get out of their
poverty, so poor nations can lift themselves to the level of rich na-
tions. The world community must apply itself to helping them do so.
The idea of catching up is very near. It is necessary, they say, to de-
nounce the injustices that characterize the relations between devel-
oping countries and industrialized countries, condition developing
countries to lift themselves to the level of developed countries.

All that is not without interest on condition that one remains
aware that, on many points, development, as we understand it to-
day, is a bad development, that this bad development has ultimately
the same source as under-development, and that this source compro-
mises the make-up of the whole liberal system. It is important to take
into account that the world “social problem” is essentially a moral
problem, not only because of the revolting inequalities, but more so
because the claim that the market has a character that “cannot be ig-
nored” is in fact a fiction. As we have seen in the preceding chapter,
neither the market nor prices are realities to which we must be re-
signed as though they could not change. Nonetheless this is what the
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liberalist ideology does. For it, mechanics of the market and of prices
are considered as “necessary,” “untouchable,” only because one
absolutizes a liberty that is identified with force and therefore is op-
posed to the just requirement of equality. In fact, this liberty-power
has above it another liberty: to use or not to use the power, to choose
to use what little power one has for the good of others. Every man
has this liberty to distance himself from egoism, from his instinct to
possess, to dominate, even if he has the power to do so, in order to
acknowledge another in his dignity, his value, his aspirations, which
have as much right to be satisfied as “mine,” even if the other is
weaker than I. Such liberty doesn’t act against equality; it tends of it-

self to realize equality in justice.

In summary, under the disguise of exalting liberty, liberalist ide-
ology defeats human liberty under its two fundamental aspects. If
one looks at things from the side of the poor, liberalist ideology de-
feats liberty of action or execution; it “justifies” physical or juridical
constraints, and “legitimizes” forms of structural violence. If one
looks at things from the side of the wealthy, liberalist ideology erects
an obstacle to liberty of decision. According to this ideology, man is
not truly capable of directing himself, or making decisions, indepen-
dently of his passion; he is necessarily subject to them. The more
powerful are not responsible for their superiority, especially since it
is in the latter that the “legitimacy” of their power is found.

1 On the weaknesses of the Western model and their repercussions in the Third-
World see Francois Partent, La lingne d’horizon (Paris: La Découverte, 1988). Cf. also
Jean-Pierre Dupuy, Le sacrifice et I'envie (Paris: Calmann-Lévy, 1992). On competi-
tion see Michael Porter, The Competitive Advantage of Nations (London: Macmillan,
1990).

2 Paul Farra devoted an interesting column to this theme, “La main invisible ou Ia
Providence,” le Monde March 22, 1988.

3 Cf. Plato, Republic, 11, 414c-415d.

+ The moral problems posed by the recent evolution of liberalism will have to still
hold the attention of Christians. See the acts of the colloquium held in Paris
September 29-30, 1986, and published by IPIE-CDS-PPE under the title Les
démocrates chrétiens et I'économie social du marché (Paris: Economica, 1988; see
especially the contribution of Henry Bussery, “La doctrine sociale catholique et le
libéralisme économique,” 31-40. One may refer also toJ.-Y. N audet, L'Eglise et
I'économie de marché face au collectivisme (Paris: UNI, 1987); Jacques Delcourt,
“Ethique et économie,” in the work edited by Patrick de Laubier, L'enseignement
social chrétien (Fribourg: University of Fribourg, 1988) 101-138. See also André
Piettre, Les chrétiens et le libéralisme (Paris: France-Empire, 1987). On the Protestant
side see Paul Tillich, Political Expectation (New York: Harper and Row, 1971).

5 Formulated by the German sociologist, Ferdinand Lassalle (1825 - 1864), it
claimed that the worker’s salary would be higher than the vital minimum.



NEew IpeoLocy, New IpoL 83

¢ During a session of the House of Commons, May 21, 1988, Margaret Thatcher
gave a vibrant plea in which, following the example of Adam Smith, she invoked
Holy Scripture to justify her liberal policy. See the article of Dominique Dhombres
in le Monde, May 26, 1998.

7 Many studies drew attention to the fourth centenary of Hobbes’ birthday.
Among those which clarified our proposition, let us mention Frank Lessay,
Souveraineté et légitimé chez Hobbes (Paris: PUF, 1988); Yves-Charles Zarka, La
décision metaphysique de Hobbes. Conditions de la politigue (Paris: Vrin, 1988).



CHAPTER III

CORRELATION BETWEEN
UNDERDEVELOPMENT AND
BAD DEVELOPMENT

Thanks to the analytical instruments presently at our use, one is
justified in thinking that the problems of justice concerning the rela-
tionships between developed countries and developing countries must
be examined first of all on two levels. First, the problems of the Third-
World have their origin in the very heart of the developed countries.
Then the bad development of the West entails disastrous conse-
quences for the poor countries in the Third-World and the bad devel-
opment of industrialized countries that we are going to examine.!

Liberal Ideology is Mercantile

The Underdevelopment of Third-World Countries

Today it is established that the Third-World countries are those
which have supported the costs of the dominate western develop-
ment model more than they have received benefits from it. This situ-
ation is manifested in several criteria, of which the most revealing
have been largely taken up in the first part of our expose.

Some of these criteria, besides, are measurable: hunger, illiteracy,
mortality, etc.; the inequalities of possessing, of knowing, of practical
know-how;? dependence, that is, the inability of rejecting the deci-
sion of the strongest; the impossibility of having access to common
resources; the inability to control their own destiny; the privation of
the right of self-determination. Let us again recall the pitiless de-
struction of the ecosystem.

The Bad Development of Western Countries
As regards the western model, it is distinguished by different

85
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characteristics that attest to its prodigious dynamism:?

— Production and increase of productive forces; multiplication
and diversification of goods and services.

— Intensification and organization of trade brought about by
the division of labor. Presently, this organization is in effect
on a worldwide scale following the conception that the lib-
eralists, that is, zealous promoters of the liberal or liberalist
ideology, have of the market.

— Increase of consumption not only for obtaining an extra sup-
ply of useful things but also for determining social status.

— Political and social organization: distribution of wage earn-
ers, extension of the nation- state.

— Tendency to spread, to bring about its imitation, finally to
dominate the planet.

Extraordinary performance, therefore, in terms of production,
growth, exchange, consumption, standard of material life.

The prodigious dynamism of developed countries must not let
us lose sight of its counterpart:

— Creation of a new category of poor people swollen by a horde of
perpetual debtors. Add to this category the unemployed.*

— The effrontery of a mafia in action via many branches; the
“parallel,” but by definition uncontrollable power of clubs
and secret societies.

— Wiaste: first of resources that sometimes assumes the propor-
tions of massive destruction; only a small number of rejects
is recycled. But our society entrusts producing to the private
sector and to the public sector the trouble of eliminating -
wasting also an important portion of what is produced; this
portion is based on consumption, itself stimulated by needs
induced via perpetual, exaggerated advertising.® Related to
this is the imbalance between public and private transporta-
tion.

— Ineffectiveness of development which can be measured by
balancing the costs against the advantages, or, if one wishes,
the resources used against the results achieved. Sometimes
national accounting adds the costs to the product: the repair
of damage from automobile accidents is credited to the na-
tional product!

— Obscuring of knowledge within a society and above all on the
international level, even to the point of preventing the ex-
pansion of universities! Pombal who forbade the printing



CORRELATION BETWEEN UNDERDEVELOPMENT AND BAD DEVELOPMENT 87

press in the colonies is not dead! We must add to that the
fantastic possibilities of influencing opinion and leading
people to consent to their own servitude.

— The necessarily unequal character of development in a mar-
ket economy. This point is so decisive for our reflection that
it calls for special explanation.

The dominant rule in the development of western liberal tradi-
tion is the law of the market, it is mercantile logic which is translated
into the formation of a system of pricing. And it is this law that gov-
erns the private appropriation of goods and services traded through
the intermediary of money. Money thus becomes the instrument par
excellence for the satisfaction of needs, as well as that of profit, the
accumulation of capital and finally of remuneration of work.

Now, as we have seen, for the liberalists, the market is a “natu-
ral” institution; it goes without saying that it is what it is, a totally
“objective” reality, with its own laws, the “natural laws of the
economy”’; prices are imposed and one must not try to resolve the
problems they cause.

However, one can pose a few questions about this.

A great part of trade eludes the market. Two examples can be
cited. First, even international commerce, intracompany trade repre-
sents a significant percent of transactions. Then, very importantly,
the overall functioning of the public powers (providing administra-
tive, social and military services) is in no way reducible to market
principles; there is neither supply or demand in the mercantile sense.
Hence, the capital question: what logic governs the determination of the
needs that will be satisfied and in what order of priority? The ques-
tion has repercussions all the way to the universities: what logic in-
fluences the decision about programs of research?

In the liberalist market economy properly so-called, what deter-
mines the quantity and variety of goods produced is, not the needs
of p