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CHAPTER I. DIFFICULT INNOCENCE

The comparative study of civilisations as well as

the history of the West show that the practice of abor-

tion is closely linked to économie and social condi

tions. Particularly in the West, recourse to an abor-

tionist has often been the last resort of a poor couple

in despair at the prospect of another mouth to feed.

Today this motive has by no means disappeared, but it

is not central to current debate. In thèse discussions,

two groups of facts deserve spécial attention. First,

the évolution of obstétrical techniques has provided

much material for discussion in the field of therapeu-

tic abortion. Next, since contraceptive methods hâve

made rapid and spectacular progress, the whole question

of abortion has rapidly corne to the fore : should it

be an additional method of preventing births ?

Bzyond Ca&uititK.y

Thèse two considérations are incorporated in a parti-

cular global context, and this encounter, in our opinion,

détermines the présent problematic. To understand the

unusual nature of this problematic, it is basic to take

account of the gênerai ethos out of which, for us, the

problem of abortion arises. In addition, we hope to

show that the problem of abortion is part of a world

society where poverty and riches, penury and waste,

dependence and domination rub shoulders and interact.

The limits of our problem can be defined at the out-

set as an approach to the problem of abortion from the

political angle. Negatively, this means that it must



extend beyond a problematic fundamentally centred on

the affirmation and glorification of the adult indivi-

dual. Of course abortion is first of ail an individual

problem, but because of its scope, it is not limited

to them. It cannot be reduced to a question of personal

conscience. Were this so, current discussion would per-

haps be of interest to the moralist, but not the poli-

tician.

Our intention is to explain précisely how abortion

concerns the political community as such. And by the

political community is meant, not only the nation or

the région. What is meant is the whole of human Socie

ty, in so far as it aspires to better intégration, better

organisation, a new international order. As to one's

conception of the relations between individual members

of such a society, what does the libéralisation of abor

tion imply ? What about international relations ? Would

this libéralisation bring about radical changes in the

définition of duties within society ? Does not the de-

bate challenge the conception and rôle of politics, law,

medicine and morals, as well as their relationship with

individual members of society ?

A synthetic approach, which many either fear or re-

ject, is ail the more opportune because récent discus

sions give the impression that we are aware of floun-

dering in out of date and endless casuistry. Abortion

calls for a many-sided approach ; its study should be

inter-disciplinary. Yet it is too often the case that

attention is so fLxed on the mother's point of view,

that the rôle of the father, the point of view of the

child and that of society are neglected or forgotten.

Such a discipline, whose method purports to exhaust

the complexities of the problem, raises pretensions

to scientific imperialism. In such matters, neither

the point of view of the doctor, nor that of the socio-



logis t, not even that of the moralist is sovereign. Over

and above the specialist, every one of us is called upon
to déclare his position. Unless thèse rules of method

are observed, there is little hope of discussion lead-

ing anywhere.

There are numerous publications of a gênerai nature
on libéralisation of abortion and we.do not intend
to propose hère even a sélection of books. However,
it seems to us absolutely necessary to recall to
the memory the following :
Acta of the Hot Springs Conférence (17th-20th Novem-
ber 1968) organized by the Association for the study
of abortion and published under the gênerai title
AbûKtion in a ckanging World - Columbia University
Press, New York, 1968 (référence book) ;
L'avoKte.me.nt. Actes du Ke Colloque, international de.
Sexologie., 2 vol., roneotyped, Louvain, Centre In
ternational Cardinal Suenens, 1968 ;
VavoKte.me.nt Spontané ou provoque.. RappoKt tecknique
461, by a scientific group of the World Health Or
ganisation, Geneva, 1970 ;
AvoKte.me.nt et contKaception. Actes du Colloque des
11 et 11 moKS 1971, coll. Sociologie du Droit et de
la Justice, Institut de Sociologie, Université Li
bre de Bruxelles, Srussels, 1972 , S.C. VERSELE Pu-
blisher ;
The study Angoisse demogKapkique. AvoKtement et na-
tatite, in Le Monde Diplomatique, November 1973, n°
236, pp. 15-21 .

As far as France is concerned, the widest outlook
on positions on abortion was prepared by H. BERGER
in his RappoKt d1inioKmation, on behalf of the Com
mission for cultural, family and social affairs,
on the problem of induced pKegnancy inteKKuption,
National Assembly, doc. n° 930, Appendix to the mi
nutes of the meeting of 25th January 1974, Paris,
1974.
Emily campbell moore-cavar, înteKnational InventoKy
oi InioKmation on Induced AboKtion (division of so
cial and administrative sciences - International
Institute for the Study of Human Reproduction), Co
lumbia University, New York, 1974. This work was
partly financed by grants from the Ford Foundation
and the Agency for International Development. To
complément this copious information source, see al-
so the important work of Christopher TIETZE and
Deborah A. dawson, ïnduced Abortion. A iactbook,



Hidden PKessuKes

Now man, whoever he may be, is always in a context.

It is particularly important to remember straight away

that the scientist can be made use oi in many ways.

This thesis can be illustrated by briefly calling va-

rious examples to mind. Take the philosophers. It

is not uncommon to see them priding themselves on liv-

ing in an ivory tower, on being sheltered from external

conditioning. Nevertheless, in their proceedings, they

are often well and truly biased by the influence of

their environment. Thus, they sometimes transform them

selves into the legitimisers of, or the theoreticians

behind a particular régime to which they may open the

way. Hegel, who laid the foundations of communism, of

nazism, of fascism, of contemporary imperialism, is no

political innocent. And was not Gentile, the Italian

philosopher, turned into the theoretician of the Fas-

cist movement ?

It is the same elsewhere as in the field of philo-

sophy. In the case of a Kevolution or a coup d'Etat

it is not at ail uncommon to see jurists become defen-

.../... in RepoKts on Population/family Planning, n°14,
Dec. 1978, edited by the "Population Council", New
York, and Christopher TIETZE, Induced AboKtion, 1977,
Supplément, id., n° 14, Dec. 1977, id., ibid.
In French, Francisco MUNOZ-PEREZ gave a good stand
of the problem in L'avoKtement pKovoque légal dans
le monde, in Population, 1977, n° 1, pp. 175-184.
The silence should also be broken about the Vranckx
Report, edited by the Ministry of Justice (Bel
gium) under the title Eléments d1inioKmation SUK
le pKobleme de VavoKtement, (no place indication) -
[Brussels], 1972.
To be complète, see also the pamphlet edited by a
lawyers, practitioners, politicians, académies etc.
commission : L* avoKtement devant le Parlement, (Cen
tre d'études familiales), (no place and date indi
cation), [Brussels, 1978].



ders of totalitarian régimes. Whether it is an indivi
dual or a group that gains control, no. matter whether
by force or cunning, compilant jurists are there, set-
ting to work to produce a draft constitution suited
to the requirements of their new masters. They bring
ioundations and justiiications both légal and consti-
tutional to the new régime.

Thèse examples are not at ail exceptional and ob
servation of the activities of sociologists, econo-

mists, physicists, chemists and engineers leads to the
, 2

same conclusion. It is even noticeable that the more

advanced a discipline is technically, and the more

finely it is specialised, the greater the danger for
those who exercise it to be manipulated, to be uncri-

tical of influences which may alter their outlook and

are outside their control.

As thp study of abortion calls for very varied dis

ciplines which the political approach must attempt to

synthétise précisely, we will now proceed to define

the bearing and extent of thèse mère remarks.

StKong Hypotkesis

So that the political stake in the problem can be

seen clearly, its most acute formulation will be con-

sidered. This can be summarised in a question : "Can

abortion be liberalised ?" or again "Can one commit

oneself to a course which undoubtedly leads to abor

tion on demand ?" In the West, thèse questions hâve

been asked for several years. Britain, the U.S.A.,

the Scandinavian countries, the Netherlands, Germany,

Gérard FOUREZ wrote about la Science paKtisane, an
Essai suk les signiiications des demaKckeS scien-
tiiiqueS , coll. Sociologie nouvelle, Théories,
10, Gembloux (Belgium), 1974.



France and Italy hâve ail adopted législation which
permits abortion more or less easily. The debate is
not finally over : partisans and adversaries continue
to confront each other. Information is so plentiful
that one sometimes feels assaulted by it. Court cases,

often distressing, add yet more facts to those under-
lying the problem. Debate is always open, always im-
passioned.3 Those who lead the campaigns against war
and the death penalty support the right to hâve an
abortion freely and without cost in the same militant
spirit. Feelings run high, and see quick, sometimes
radical, solutions.

We will therefore consider the stKong kypotkesis,
that is to say, complète libéralisation. In fact,
the example of Western countries shows a rapid tran
sition from permissive législation to practically com
plète libéralisation. It is common knowledge that in
France it is virtually impossible to control the en-
forcement of the Veil Law effectively. There are even
serions reasons for believing that the libéralisation
of abortion leads to an increase in their numbers, and
yet illégal and clandestin opérations do not for that
reason disappear. Libéralisation of abortion, then,
does not remedy the evil which it hopes to stem ; it

3. Attention should be drawn hère to a number of easy-
reading, striking, well documented and specifical
ïy sound works. Thèse books will be of gréa: use
to those who are involved in debates °» £°rt"*cl
firstly, the document drawn up by a lawyers, prac
titioners, local elected members and académies com
mission on Le peKmis légal de tueKou VavoKtement
devant le ^--^ <°^ ^c "Ïl^e HaTdbook
[1971?]; and secondly Dr & Mrs j.^. "•Uii. » n, .
on aboKtion, Hayes Publishing C° , Cmcinatti, Ohio,
6th éd., 1979; J. TOULAT, L'avoKtement, c>u.me ou.
JUbeKation ?, Paris, 1973.
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mcreases it.

Even more astonishingly, the report of INED (Natio

nal Institute of Démographie Studies) on the regula-
5

tion of births in France (1966) , which served as a

basis for the Neuwirth Law on contraception (1967) and

for the Veil Law on abortion (1974) , is marred by se-

rious methodological flaws discovered by R. Bel. This

expert has established that, in conséquence of errors

about whose origin there is concern, estimâtes relat-

ing to abortions brought about in France before the

Veil Law were strangely swollen. Now it is known that

the impact of the level of the numerous résultant clan

destine abortions is a determining factor in a vote

on any law liberalising abortion.

At the same time, statistical facts are few and

not very reliable. However, they give some idea of

scale. Thus, it is estimated that in the world there
7

are between 40 and 55 million abortions a year ; that

On ail thèse problems, it is necessary to refer to
the essential book of Prof. J.H. SOUTOUL : Consé
quences d'une loi. ApKés 600 jours d1 avortements
légaux, Paris, 1977. Prof. Soutoul drew up this
référence book with the collaboration of several
professors of gynaecology/obste tries and the par
ticipation of several doctors. Foreword by Dr
Lagroua Weill-Hallé.

See the Rapport de V Institut National d'étudies dé
mo gKapkiques a Monsieur le Ministre des AHaiKes so
ciales Suk la régulation des naissances en France,
in Population, 2 1st year, n° 4, July-August 1966,
pp. 645-661, (on abortion in France, see pp. 65 1-
661) ; see also G. CALOT, Le nombre des avoKtementS
pKovoquéS, in Population et Sociétés, n° 69, May
1974 (Off-print) .

See Un KappoKt mal iait ! ReckeKckes cKitiques suK
le RappoKt ... (above mentioned in note 5), 56 pa
ges, roneotyped, no place indication (1976).

According to a UN Report by Lester BROWN & Kathleen
NEWLAND, reported by Le Monde of I6th March 1976.
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there is one abortion per 2.8 births. In France, a

few months after the promulgation of her law, Madame

Simone Veil informed the Council of Ministers at their

meeting on the 13th October 1975, that 20,000 abortions
9

had been carried out in public hospitals. In Paris,

in 1976, 7,300 abortions were carried out by Public
Assistance.10 In France, "Officially, 64,780 abortions
were recorded in the first half of 1976 ; the actual

figure would be markedly higher".

According to Dr Soutoul, 'After 18 months of in
consistent application of the law, between 45,000 and
60,000 abortions at officiai centres were notified in
1975, then 135,000 in 1976 and about 150,000 in 1977".
And he notes that, "The real number of abortions in ,
France in 1975 and 1976 must hâve reached 400,000 to
500,000 : this would accord with a classic increase
since libéralisation,from 250-300,000 before 1975".

8. According to the study Abortion under Attack, edit
ed by NevOSvoeek, 5th June 1976, pp. 28-38.

9. Le Monde, 15th October 1977.

10. La Monde, 19th-20th January 1977.

1 1 .ïbid.

12.Conséquences d'une loi en vigueur en Prance depuis
tKois ans. Analyse actualisée en ma*. 197% et pKo-
positions d'aveniK, [pro manuscr^pto) , no place &
no date, [Tours, 1978]. This text underlmes seve
ral data published by the same author in his book
entitled Conséquences d'une loi. - Chantai BLAYO

i closely considered the procédure to follow for the
EnKegistKement de V avoKtement pKovoque en Vrance,
(registration of induced abortion in France), m
Population, 1977, n° 4-5, pp. 977-985.
The author examines the data available for 19/b,
as well as a map of induced abortions in France in
1976. See also in the study on La SA.tuatA.on démo-
gKapkique de la Prance, the chapter on f^** Pre^
nancy interruptions, in Population, 1976, n 2,
pp. 295-297.



The fact is that the experiment of liberalising abor
tion which has taken place in several countries gives
rise to as much if not more discussion than the deba-

tes which preceded its légalisation. More than ever

before, this problem raises grave questions and much
anxiety.

A considération to which up until now too little

attention has been paid should be added to the alrea-

dy quite complex record. Properly speaking, it is not

a question of adding a new item, still less of recapi-

tulating the gênerai debate in which there is the risk

of being bogged down. On the contrary, it is more

worth while to go back to current discussions in order

to relativise them, that is to say, to show that they
13relate to a given state of society.

Oi tke ConstKaints oi PoveKty and Plenty

Our society is in fact based on the close alliance

between scientific discoveries, productivity and pro

duction, publicity, consumption and waste. Marcuse

and McLuhan, among others, hâve thoroughly analysed

the mechanisms which condition our assent. Freed from

the bonds of poverty, man in the developed world finds

himself bound with the ties of plenty. He used to see

in science and technology an instrument of libération,

but now he makes himself their subject. Thus the con

trol of technology reveals its ambiguity ; either it

allows responsible creativity to blossom, or the pro-

methean fascination which it exercises ends by con-

13. To eut short any misunderstandings, we explicitly
state that we hâve totally left aside the debate
on therapeutical abortion.
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14
suming liberty.

In this context, the range of personal choice
dwindles daily. The pressure of publicity leads to
a smug rationalisation of the practice of aggressi-
veness. The domination of others is compétition, the
domination of nature is scientific progress. The ra-
tional means of controlling agressiveness are thereby
inhibited, so that the people of developed countries
become like sheep, but dangerous sheep, blind follo-
wers. They are so dazzled by the longing for consump-
tion that they will do anything, even make war, to
avoid unemployment. They briskly internalise the idéo
logies which appear to legitimise the system on which
they hâve embarked.

Thèse idéologies are founded on the postulate of
maximum hedonism. It is accepted that every indivi-
dual has the unconditional right to seek the greatest
possible subjective pleasure. In this rat race, it is
a disaster that idéologies activate aggressiveness.
Aggressiveness cornes to be embodied in behaviour and
institutions and to condition law and politics, medi-
cine and science, morals and theology, and relations
between individuals, between social groups, and be-
tween peoples.

Hère, the debate on abortion faithfully reflects
the social climate in which we live. The principes
and ideology of the consumer society hâve been instH-
led in each of us in varying degrees. Thus, for exam
ple, the demands of consumption postulate a limitation

,4. Sze.Vavoxtimnt de ?«P*. ^^^liV^arifutLoliL K?.ton.mz, of Dr LAGROUA WEIU.-HALLE , Paris,
19n In this pamphlet, Mrs Weill-Hallé emphasxses
ch" responsibilities involved in the décision to
tue "spousiu t d whose conclusionsget an abortion. This ^udy, wft ^
we do not totally endorse, is a snoru
deontology and épistemology.
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on the number of those who share available goods. The

interests of those who at présent benefit from thèse »

goods must be given priori ty. Next, and hère even more

than in other fields, scientific and technological

control risks inhibiting the exercise of liberty : it

encourages a réduction in éducation in responsibility.

It gives authority to the idea that might is right,

as can be seen in the relations between rich countries

and the Third World. This double control gives man

the impression of being his own master, and faon, tkœt
m&ttuK, the master of others.
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CHAPTER II. THE HONOUR OF MEDICINE

New MzJicznaJiie.6 ?

For obvious reasons, it is plain that the doctor

is in the front line when the question of the libéra

lisation of abortion is being considered. It would be

impossible for him to remain indiffèrent to this drama

since he is always face to face with human misery. Yet

in our society, doctors are subject to the same pres

sures of propaganda as everyone else. The doctor's

temptation to allow himself to be led into advocating

the libéralisation of abortion is ail the more to be

feared since it may seem to be justified by the wish

to save someone from distress.

Pro-abortionists always hâve recourse to an extrê

mely subtle form of flattery to rally doctors to their

cause. In a secularised society, no one could prétend

that it was not tempting for doctors to inherit the

mantle of the seer of olden times. Besides, they re-

joice in a privileged status. Are they not, to some

extend, set apart, and does this not protect their

aura of mystery ?

A doctor needs a great deal of scientific and moral

discipline to avoid submitting to the spell of an out
of date scientism which improperly links professional

compétence with moral authority.1 Yet it is by virtue

1. Why do we find such a relatively high rate of prac-
titioners favourable to abortion among psychiatrists?
Read on the subject the humorous conclusions of an
American psychiatrist, Dr Samuel A. NIGRO. They are
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of this insidious but grasping scientism that some
people want doctors to hâve rights over life and death,
and that some doctors jealously claim this outrageous
prérogative.2' To be a 4cJLintUt, must the scholar set
himself beyond good and evil ? Does he never corne up
against an impasse in his scientific research ?

The doctor must therefore be on his guard, at least
to the same extent as any other citizen, against the
pressures of propaganda and ideological conditioning,
against everything that is said and spread abroad in
the world about abortion.3 The risk of being manipu-
lated to which he is exposed has to be spelled out.
The greater the authority which he enjoys in society,
the greater the risk. Now this authority is certain-
ly linked to his knowledge and ability, but it is also
linked to a long and great moral tradition centred on
unconditional respect for human life.

.../... presented in "NeiM Excfianfle" oi tk<L UoKtdfl-
d&iaUon oi Voctotu wko mpiU kiman Uii <°8te**»
Belgium), 4th year, vol. 6, March 1978, p. 51. under
the title Oh, VoctoJi, you'iz in tJiouble. l ; the
same text was first published in Htima.lM.ty, New Zea-
land monthly magazine for life (Epson, Oakland),
vol. 1, n° 8, December 1977.

2 The best iuridical study on abortion is probablythat by Marre-Thérèse MEULDERS-KLEIN , ^^JL^UonM
lullll pKoblïm*.* ju*JLdlq«¥.d% Î^T^lak^^di l'Homme., VKolt bUgi, U9^l*t<.on* ^ ^;
Bilan d* wtJUinii* ItianQV** . ^Vvlaïà dzdocumented study was published in the AM^ dZ
dUtoit (Louvain), 31, 1971, n 4, pp. «5-522. It
would be necessary to re-publish the ï^f"8"6-
which deals with abo*Uon ' ^P?^."^^^
Kclux 2.t jaUdiciixz*. About the r^ts *?** 8
of practitioners, see on pages 491 o «». HEYLEN
Let's also mention J. FERIN, C. LECART, V. HEYLEN,
M?-Th. meulders, UbUtaJUAi*. V avoitzmznt ?, coll.
Parents d'aujourd'hui, Gembloux, 1972.

3. The problems P-ctitioners face because of abortion
libéralisation hâve been dealt witn on ta
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Moreover, when a doctor supports a proposai for the

total libéralisation of abortion, even more so if his'

attitude results in abortion on demand, he renounces

the libéral character of his profession to put himself

at the service of the consumer society. He becomes

one of its servants, one of its mercenaries.

Already in some foreign (including teaching) hospi-

tals there is no conscience clause. Even if gynaeco-

logists and surgeons reject abortion on grounds of

conscience, they are obliged to take part in it on

pain of dismissal. Students hâve to do likewise on

pain of failing their final examinations.

Elsewhere, the history of a certain section of medi-

cine under the Nazi régime as well as what is manifest-

ly happening in some Soviet psychiatrie hospitals con

finas that doctors would be wrong to underestimate the
4

hidden influences which could affect them.

From time to time, therefore, doctors must examine

critically the direction of their activity. What con-

ditioning are they exposed to or subject to ? Of course

everyone knows that appzase.me.nt tactics pay in the long

run. Employéd in a masterly way by Soviet diplomacy,

this method consists of getting an adversary to con

cède little by little what he would refuse to concède

as a whole. Thus, from concession to concession, de-

gree by degree, the risk for doctors of having their

./... of an enquiry in the departments of Rhône et
Loire by Drs G. VEDRINES & M.-F. BORREL : la lot
VeJLl ou. la dztfizssz dzs midzclns, Lyon, 1976. See
also le. dangzn. de. nattée., by Dr Claude SUREAU, Pa
ris, 1978.

See the works of Drs Y. TERNON & S. HELMAN, Ul&tol-
fie. de. la me.de.clne, SS. Le. maésacxz dzs alltnzl. Izh
mzdzcJLns allemands zt le. National-Socialisme., Tour
nai-Paris, 1971-1973. For not having been a pro-
phet, Hitler was surely a pioneer !
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ideas Ke.condltlonzd can be considérable. At the end
of such an attack, they are liable to become the tools
of those in power.

lu.xuM.ij He.cLi<û.nz

If it is true that medicine is par excellence the
guardian of human life, then one must recognise that
our society is on the brink of a strange révolution.
There are doubts about the expedience, in certain ca
ses, of systematic recourse to a type of medicine which
is ultra-expansive in personnel and equipment. There
are çomplaints, too, of unbridled over-consumption évi
dent in everyday médical and pharmaceutical practice.
Now alongside the spectacular achievements and the
spiralling consumption, rudimentary médical problems
continue to exist among the masses, both hère at home
and in the world at large, and they are not being solv-
ed. At the level of the public health infrastructure,
of hygiène and prophylaxis, medicine is scarcely pro
fitable.

In this context, libéralisation of abortion appears
as a supplementary form of luxury medicine, diverting
personnel and resources from more specifically médical
tasks and depriving the mass of the population even
more of simple and efficient measures which are ne-
glected today simply because they do not pay well.

What used to be the dismal prérogative of the un-
qualified abortionist is now claimed by some as the
exclusive right of the médical profession. This o-s
the extent of médical over-consumption l To sum up,
the problem is who has the légal right to exercise,
in the antiphrase, the cVU oi fcaaUng. One might con-
clude that some doctors want to profit from their aca
démie status by taking the bread out of the mouths of
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unqualified abortionists. In any case, the sordid

greed of doctor abortionists leads one to believe that '

some members of the médical profession are susceptible

to the lure of new and abundant profits. Medicine

reached a décisive stage in its history when surgery

was separated from the barber's trade. The fact that

unqualified abortionists do not know the techniques

of their calling is not a good enough reason for re-

opening the question of such a rational division of

labour.

The subject is less ironie than one might think.

Already grim, it is about to become macabre. The En-

glish hâve unsuspected forms of humour. On the sixth

floor of a specialised clinic in London, doctors,

strongly supported by ultra-modem techniques, are

busy saving the lives of prématuré babies. At the

same time, two floors lower down, their colleagues

manipulate the cannula and the aspirator. Witnesses

report that by the end of the day there are bucket-

fuls of foetuses and human débris.

In any case, one would wish that pro-abortionists,

when they hold news and propaganda meetings, would

hâve the courage to show the public some of the ana-

tomical scraps or murdered foetuses before they are

sent to the refuse-destructor. This cruelly genuine

Iz Mondz, who otherwise never dissimulated its favour-
ing of abortion libéralisation, published a frighten-
ing study on the enforcement of the loi Vzll of 18th
January 1975. This courageous and lucid stand of
the question was written by Mrs Claire BRISSET un
der the gênerai heading 1'a\)OKtzmznt Itgal zt 4au-
vagz, and the enquiry was published on 16th, 17th,
18th and 19th November 1977. The second séries,
which was brought out on 17th November, was enti-
tled : Une 40iU.ce dz pA.o£lt. - See also the press
article on Le4 Jil&quz& zt lZ6 AultZA dz Va\)0Ktz-
mznt, in Le Monde, 29th September 1976.
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évidence would tell a différent taie from the reassur-

ing liquid extracted by the Karman aspirator. There
is no doubt that the shock to the gênerai public caused

by this sight would rudely test the credibility of the
pro-abortion lobby. However, there is little chance
that this challenge will be accepted.

VzgJiadlng Occupation*

In olden times, the executioner was set apart from
society. He caused both governors and governed to hâve
bad consciences. But he has his status, his establish
ment, his fées. The ills of torture, and the death
penalty were regulated ... a lesser evil. This précè
dent is very suggestive. Indeed where abortion is li-
beralised, the Dutch solution of recognising a limited
number of licensed clinics is inadéquate. Only one
measure can reconcile the requirements of asepsis and
the honour of medicine. This would be to detach from,
and even set outside the médical, profession, those who
do business in mutilation and death.6 They would hâve
the strictly controlled monopoly of degrading work :
of stérilisation, of abortion and of euthanasia. They
would be authorised to begin their work when, having
regard to the actual state of medicine, the patient
was declared incurable and under sentence of death.
From that moment, thèse gentlemen would take over from
the doctors who withdrew. Moreover, when the Leviathan

This is in short the recommendation of the (French)
National Council of the ÙKÛMA deJ> ïktdZQAAU. as it
was issued in its Communiqué of Apnl 1973. Accord-
ing to the Council, practitioners should refrain
from inducing complaisance abortions, even if they
were authorized by law to do so.

Dr Alan GUTTMACHER, a member of the Board of the
Planned Parenthood - World Population,was also a
member of the Board of the American Euthanasia
Society.
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State required it, they could be charged with carrying «•
out torture and capital punishment. Fiction ? Not at

ail. The advance guard of this Vzatk Gulld already

exists. In a certain Latin-American country, some doc

tors hâve prostituted themselves to dictatorship. Thèse

intrepid men supervise the scientific aspects of tor-
o

ture. Perhaps they are pioneers.

Outàldz lntzh.izM.zncz

In short, it is extrêmely worrying from the médical

point of view to see that there is outside interférence

in the complexities of the problem. This is why the

question of abortion is of concern not only to obstetri-

cians and gynaecologists, but the médical profession

as such. Indeed, in our cultural tradition, the médical

profession is par excellence the guardian of life. By

définition, the whole of a doctor's activity is direct-

ed to the protection of existence of someone other than

himself.

At this point, the problem of whether doctors will

agrée to be at the service of Moloch the State, what-

ever its form, however it is disguised, will présent

itself quickly and much more acutely than at présent.

No one hère can prétend that he is not concerned,

more especially as it is easy to be compromised, if

only by omission. The example of certain doctors, like

that of some lawyers, should put the whole médical pro

fession on its guard. It must redouble its vigilance,

8. It is known that "Amnesty International" has created
a "Médical Commission" in Paris in 1977. With this
new commission, Amnesty International, which is heed-
ful of ail aspects of human rights problems, will
be able to contribute efficiently to the fight against
abortion libéralisation.
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because although it is lawyers, dempgraphers, sociolo-

gists, moralists etc. who dlécu&A abortion and other

doubtful procédures, can.H.ylng them out may one day fall

to doctors.

In short, the practice of medicine is neither neu-

tral nor innocent. It is sustained by support for a

certain concept of man, the same concept whose develop-

ment in our civilisation jurists and politicians intend

to encourage.
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CHAPTER III. OF THE INEFFECTIVENESS OF LAW

The consumer society not only expects to hâve doc

tors and lawyers in its pay, but also jurists and le-

gislators. No doubt no actual System of law is an

exact reflection of a particular ethic, but neither

is it a purely conventional structure. Yet this is

what some would hâve us believe in connection with

the total libéralisation of abortion.

Tne law and Its Amblgultlzs

In certain discussions the légal approach to abor

tion is presented in such a way that it appears to be

solely a question of actual législation. Now if that

were the case, an indéfinite numt>er of solutions could

be envisaged. If it were a simple problem of légal

technique and draftmanship, a priori ail solutions

would be possible. But if this is the limit of one1 s

outlook, then quite simply, the opinion which obtains

As to the study of abortion from the viewpoint of
compared law, see M.-Th. MEULDERS-KLEIN, Considé
rations ..., paSSlm, and especially on pp. 507-5 19.
See also la législation dz V avortzmznt dans Iz mon-
dz. kpzH.cu dzs lois zt rzglzmznts en vlgazar, a
report published by the World Health Organization,
Gèneva, 1971.

Some comments on the relationship between law and
ethics in M.-Th. MEULDERS-KLEIN, Considérations ...,
pp. 452-45 6. See also D. CALLAHAN, kbortlon :
law, ckolez and morallty, London-New York, 1970 ;
R. boyer, Légalité, zt moralité iacz à V avortzmznt,
in Lamlzrz Zt Vlz, 21 , n° 109, August-October 1972,
pp. 45-5 6 ; Ch. ROBERT, Le légal zt Iz moral, in
La Vocumzntatlon catkollquz, n° 1662, 20th October
1974, pp. 883-890.
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the most votes will carry the day. Then the law is

considered purely as a question of agreemnt, of ma-

jority — if one may use the expression — of force.

Justice is reduced to actual laws and is defined by

the party able to exercise décisive pressure on the

rest. Hère one is holding to a purely positivist

conception of law. The law of statistics leads to a

légal norm. Then again, it is considered, in a more

or less simplistic way, that the principles of ac

tion are based on facts.. In this view, law ends by

being absorbed by sociology, a system with which Comte

was markedly sympathetic.

However, even in the radical attitude just encoun-

tered, législation necessarily implies a certain con
ception of man and politics. Beyond the variety of
formulations, fundamental questions relating to indi-

viduals and society are at stake. Is it 1, myszli
which constitûtes tkz othzr dépendant on my consent,

and conditioned by the récognition which I give or
withhold ? Can I refuse to take note of his existence?

It is impossible to avoid this problem of intersubjec-
tivity. Either, from the outset, I adopt an attitude
of récognition, welcome, indeed sympathy vis-à-vis
tkz otkzr, even if that person is not yet the term of
a fully personal relationship, even if he is seen as
somewhat anonymous. The récognition of tkz otkzr is
then the suprême act of human liberty upon which, in
the ultimate analysis, a society of liberty, equality
and fraternity is based. Or else I erect my subjec-
tivity into sovereign authority, which must décide
who shall be friend, who enemy, reserving to myself
the right to welcome or not. Thèse are broadly two
différent ways of looking at human relationships.
From thèse there flow two necessarily différent types
of State and législation, démocratie in the first case,
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totalitarian in the second.

i

Now the whole légal and political tradition of the

West reflects a constant effort to instill a certain

rationality into human relations and to remove thèse

from the caprice and arbitrariness of individual sub-

jectivity. Except in the case of dictatorial régimes,

it will be noted that unconditional respect for others

underlies this tradition. In this sensé, it is charac-

terised by a concern for objzctlvlty which contrasts

strangely with the irresponsible caprices of ail des-

potisms.

In this objzctlvz view, it is therefore of the first

importance to know whether or not the unborn child is

a human being. Discussions on this topic sometimes

recall médiéval arguments. The refinement of research

techniques allows the fact of conception to be disco-

vered earlier and earlier. Those common criteria, such

as those which take into account the mother's percep

tion of foetal movements, belong to a différent âge.

In the same way that a cancer or a blood disorder are

detected before the patient is aware of his illness,

it is natural that the being which has been conceived

should be recognised and protected as soon as available

techniques hâve discovered its existence. Behaviour

towards a human being ought not to be dépendent on its

size. It would also be normal practice to take account

of biologieal facts. They show that the new being,
from the moment of its conception, has a genetic code

différent from that of its parents ; this being is

distinct from its mother. Again, the blologlcal an-t-

See the communication presented by Prof. J. LE JEUNE ^
on lst October 19 73 to the Academy of Moral and^Poli
tical Sciences under the heading Le débat dz VztTZ
kumaln. See also Dr Edmée cabeaux, Considérations
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quznzSS oi tkz Indlvldual has recently been publicly

./... médlcalzs sur V avortzmznt,in knnalzs dz Droit,
31, 1971, n° 4, pp. 357-361. A colleague of ours,
Dr Georges MARECHAL, Professor at the Medicine Fa-
culty of the Université Catholique de Louvain,to whom
this text was submitted, was very keen on illustrating
our proposition by the following information and
références :

At the first international conférence on abortion
(Washington DC, October 1967), a group of Doctors
in Medicine, among which biochemists, gynaecolo-
gists and gènetici ans,. adopted by 19 votes against
1 the following conclusion : "The majority of our
group could find no point in time between the union
of spermatozoïd and egg or at least the blastocyst
stage and the birth of the infant at which point
we could say that this was not a human life. The
changes occurring between implantation, a six week-
old embryo, a six-months foetus, a one-week child,
or a mature adult, are merely stages of develop-
mend and maturation".
It should be noted that only 20 % of thèse scien-
tists were catholics. Dr Liley , the discoverer
of blood transfusion In utzro says : "The foetus
is the very child we care for after its birth; it
can get ill and may need a diagnosis and médical
cure, as any other patient", in A COSZ against
abortion, Withcombe & Tomb, 1971. Prof. G. MATHE
wrote in Le Vlgaro of 31st May 1973 : "Birth is no-
thing but a physiological event, which is by no
means more important than others like puberty,
fecundation or pregnancy. It goes on without dis-
continuity till death".
Basically the same idea appears from the editorial
A New Etklc ior ïkzdlclnz and Soclzty of the Cali-
fornia Médical Association, an organisation very
in favour of abortion, in Call^ornla \kzdlclnz, vol.
113, 1970.
A report of the distinguished NY Academy of scien
ces entitled Vztology : tkz SmallzSt patlzntS sta-
tes :"the foetus may be the littlest of ail pa
tients,but he is by no means the least", in SdA,zn-
CZS, October 1968. This fact is generally not
denied by abortion supporters. For instance, Alan
GUTTMACHER, abortion favourable manager of the
Planned Parenthood - World Population, says that
a new baby gets born at the very moment of con
ception, in Having a Baby, Signet Books, New York,
American Library, 1950. The quotations list could
be extended, e.g. : B.M. PATTEN, Human Bmbryology,
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4

For a long time, Western légal and political tradi

tion has corne down heavily on the side of récognition

of the human character of the unborn child. That this

position is well founded is widely confirmed by con-

temporary biology and medicine. After ail, whatever

position they may take towards abortion, the vast ma-

jority of scholars do not call into question the human

character of the child in the womb. It is not on that

précise point that the debate turns.

Most Western Systems of law, and those that they

inspire, translate this unconditional respect for the

unborn into provisions of the first importance for

our topic. They recognise that the child to be born

./... McGraw Hill, 1968, p. 41 ; C.B. AREY, Dzvzlop-
mzntal Bmbryology, William & wilkins, 1969, p. 3 ;
L.B. SHETTLER, Ovum kumanum, Hafner, i960 ; J.DAVIES,
Human dzvzlopmzntal anatomy, Ronald Press, 1963,
p. 3 ; G.D. dodds, Tkz zsszntlal oi kuman Bmbryo
logy, Wiley, 1964, p. 2. Some other références can
be found in : L'avortzmznt dzvant Iz Varlzmznt, p.
10 and foll.

The thème was developed and brought to light by
Prof. Jean DAUSSET, on 28th April 1978, on the oc
casion of his opening lecture at the Chaire de Mé
decine Expérimentale du Collège de France. Subject
of this lecture was the "biological singularity of
the person". Report in : Lz Monde of 30th April
to 2nd June 1978. - Even if there were any doubts
about the human and singular nature of the embryo,
the attitude to adopt would hâve to be the presump-
tion favourable to the human being conceived, just
as it is presumed that there could be survivors
in case of an avalanche or a landslip.

This tradition could perhaps be linked to the Far-
East practice to give the new-born child one year
of âge.

On this question, see P.E. TROUSSE, La proposition
dz loi n 2S0, in knnalzs dz Droit, 31, 1971, n° 4,
pp. 412-417. - Abortion libéralisation entails an
odd légal contradiction, for on the one hand, the
unborn child can be entitled to rights and indem-
nities and may inherit, whereas on the other, he
could be killed.
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can hâve rights. It can receive a gift or succeed to

an inheritance. This provision goes back to Roman law:

"Infans conceptus pro nato habetur quoties de eius com-
7

modis agitur". It should be noted that there it is

not only a question of the rights of the unborn, but

also of its interests. In addition, récent judgements,

particularly in Australia and Germany recognise its

right to damages in a case where it might suffer an

in jury caused by an accident to the mother during preg-

nancy.

Besides, it is by virtue of thèse same premises that

the struggle for liberty, equality, and for the parti

cipation of ail in political économie and cultural

life has been carried on. If this firm foundation is

removed or even weakened, the Western légal system quite

simply loses ail meaning, and statute law its reason

for existence.

In a way, the actual system of law is above and

beyond the members of the existing political communi-
ty. In this way, the law can play an important part
in educating the citizens of today. But this is not
the limit of its transcendance, because the law also

assures the continuity of the body politic. Besides,

legislating means drawing up a plan and recognising,
even for future citizens that they are fully capable

of rights and duties.8 In short, because law is found-

See e.g. GAIUS, InStltutzS, 3rd Commentary, 4, Bel
les Lettres, Paris, 1965 ; ULPIANUS, Commzntairz
sur VBdlt, d.37, 9. cfr J. gaudemet, Le droit pri
vé romain, Paris, 1974, p. 301. See also PAUL, D, 1,
5, 7.

E. LEVINAS has developed this thème on various oc
casions . See particularly : En découvrant VzxiStzn-
ce avec Husszrl zt Hzldzggzr, Paris, 1967, p. 901 ;
HumanlSmz dz Vautrz kommz, coll. Fata Morgana,
Essais, Montpellier, 1972, pp. 40-44.
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| ed on reason, it has an irreplaceable educational func-
u tion, and it aims, amongst other things, to protect

the weak from the powerful.

ï Hybrld Law

It is now possible to see the reason for and the

limits of a comparative study of abortion législation.

; Comparative studies of law often pay too little atten

tion to the fact that the principles of law may vary

considerably according to code, country, or type of

régime. Yet the examination of thèse principles is

espeeially important for the comparative study of abor-

! tion législation. In effect, what is important is not

so much whether abortion is legally permitted hère

from 4 to 10 weeks, there from 5 to 15 weeks. What

counts is the basic attitude to the unborn child. Only

superficial comparisons can be made without going back

to thèse principles. Unless this is done, the basic

meaning of laws treated as similar is obscured and the

comparisons lend themselves to very varied conclusions.

It follows that a hybrid system has been established

in countries which hâve a démocratie tradition and

where abortion has been legalised. There is a deep
. . 9

inconsistency at the heart of some constitutions. On

the one hand thèse commit themselves to respect and

even protect the unborn ; on the other hand, they re-

ji establish the right (which was gradually being abolish-

This inconsistency even appears in the famous Loi
Veil, n° 75-17 of 17th January 1975, whose Article
1 states, not without certain cynicism : "Law gua-
rantees the respect of every human being, as from
the start of his life. No one could interfère with
this principle, except in case of necessity, accord
ing to the conditions fixed by the présent law".
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ed) of the head of the family over life and death ;

they even widen it, to the point of extending its

scope to the unborn child. Moreover, this right is

granted to the mother, the doctor, the psychiatrist,

the démographer, and soon, no doubt, to the techno-
. 10

crat.

Tact and Law

It is therefore a whole conception of law and the

légal system which is in question hère. Law, for the

jurist, is not what it is for the soeiologist. Of

course to a certain extent the law always takes ac

count of moral custom. But if the legislator were

to confine himself to observing, describing and under-

standing social facts, and giving thèse the sanction

of law, he would differ in no way from a soeiologist.

If this idea were carried to its limit, sociology

would render law superfluous and pointless.

This confusion between social fact and légal norm

is now so widespread that it may be found in the words

of the highest political authorities. For in the

end, to prétend that législation on abortion has be-
come obsolztz, Inapproprlatz and that this is proved

by its numzrous brzackzs is to give way to an abomin
able confusion between fact and law. It is not ad-

mitted, but this is cheap demagogy. Yet in reality,
by declaring the citizens permanently unfit for rights
and duties, they are insulted. It should be noted
at the same time, that this also challenges the basic

principle of ail démocratie institutions.

10. On patrla potzstas, see J. gaudemet, Lz droit pri
vé romain. The jus vltaz nzclsquz notably evol-
ved under the Roman emperors Hadrian, Antoninus
the Pious and Constantine. Last named penalized
infanticide,.
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jï If the inappropriateness of a law is démonstrated
by the numerous breaches recorded, in effect that

g proves it a bad law. It must be made stricter, and
j espeeially, be complemented by social measures. Should
|. one conclude that less harsh laws are needed because

| of the increase in the number of holdups or the taking
|î of hostages ? Should the widespread practice of tax

. frauds encourage inspectors to be more lenient ? One

j: could give many examples démonstrating the confusion

s of principles cited in this or that case. If this

p law is broken, it is because it is too harsh or inàp-
propriate ; if that one is, it is too lenient. One

ï might as well recognise straight away that principles

are chosen to suit the argument put forward and to

; flatter the electorate.

In short, the argument that "law follows custom"

is far too weak to provide a premise for the libérali

sation of abortion. Should slavery not be contested

because it was allowed in Rome ? Conversely, more

over, the law may encourage certain types of conduct ;

the proportion of divorces varies according to the

provisions of relevant législation. A law liberalis-

ing abortion necessarily leads to conduct culminating

in abortion actually taking place. This is one of

the reasons why those who, on the one hand, protest

repulsion for abortion, and on the other recommend its

libéralisation hâve little credibility.

11. Cfr J.H. SOUTOUL, ConSéquznczs d} unz loi, p. 46 ;
p. 214 and foll. ; r. bel, Un rapport mal {ait,
paSSlm» As far as Britain is concerned, see L1a-
vortzmznt dzvant Iz Varlzmznt, p. 5 and particu
larly R. BEL, Quzlquzs élémznts dz la situation
zn knglztzrrz dzpuls la libéralisation dz V avor
tzmznt [1967], (roneotyped study), 10 p., no place
(1976).
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Tkz Trappzd Lzglslator ?

The problem hère is knowing whether the legislator

will allow himself to be trapped into succumbing to

a particular prevailing atmosphère and giving way to

the pressures surrounding him. He can demonstrate his

pusillanimity or the measure of his courage. The le

gislator is hère faced with a real challenge : either

to allow himself to be conditioned, like certain doc

tors, or to believe that the law ought to make a cer

tain degree of rationality prevail over passions and

instincts, that the law should define positively a

field of action for liberty.

In the first case, however, let the legislator beware

of the précédents he follows. He is abandoning the
irreplaceable educational function of law. He is en-
dorsing with his authority the right which some people
wish to arrogate to themselves, the right to dispose
of human life at its inception. Above ail, in giving

the people the false illusion of total liberty, he is
increasing the hold of the conditioning to which the
people hâve already fallen vietim. He is making them
more vulnérable to totalitarian idéologies, both pro-

Fascist and other, which are only waiting for liberty

to be murdered to unmask themselves.

Moreover, éducation and repression are not the
only functions of law. It also has a préventive func
tion. Society certainly has the right and even the
duty to protect itself against the agents of disinte-
gration, against anything which could unleash aggres
siveness.12 There is no need to wait for confirmation

12. Such is the usual object of the laws on social
défense. Cfr M.-Th. MEULDERS-KLEIN, ConSldzratlonS
..., pp. 439-441 ; p. 489 and foll.
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of the existence of abuses which force society to take

répressive measures. In the short term, préventive

measures and restrictive régulations may give the im

pression of reducing the field of political liberty,

but in the médium and long term, such measures are

shown to be highly bénéficiai to individuals as well

as to society.

A good example is the well-known Vandervelde law

which régulâtes strictly the sale of alcoholic drinks

in Belgium. This law prevented abuses suffered by

workers and still more by their familles. Certainly

it limited the liberty of consumers and vendors of

alcohol, but it protected familles and society from

the scourge of drunkenness and put both vendors and

consumers on their guard against abuses which the social

climate could not contain unaided. It is by virtue

of thèse same principles that psychopaths are confined,

that there is a speed limit on the roads, and that the

arms trade is regulated.
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CHAPTER IV. THE RETURN OF LEVIATHAN

The precedihg reflections hâve inevitably led us

to go beyond the problematic of a particular law. In

effect, every Bill or législative proposai for libe-

ralising abortion contains a trap which must be vi-

gourously exposed. One might believe that the object

of the debate is simply limited to a change in or re-

peal of a statute. This statute is no doubt fairly

complex, but its application seems strictly limited

to a précise problem, abortion. One might imagine

that the only question was the "voluntary termination

of pregnancy".

H<Lgk StakzA

In reality it is nothing of the kind and the real

stakes are very high. There is no. way of separating

the debate on abortion, not only from that on consti-

tutional law and its foundations but also from the gê

nerai theory of the State. "A little change in civil

laws", comments Montesquieu, "often produces a change

in the constitution. It looks small and has vast con-

séquences".

The examination of any Bill or législative proposai

seeking to libéralise abortion has inévitable implica-

J tions for démocratie institutions and the identity of

our political society. That is why, in this area,

1. MONTESQUIEU, McUêsUcLux pouJi "L'E&ptUt dz6 lo<U",
dxttiaJLtA dz "Me4 VivUliu", n° 414, &d. cit., vol.
II, p. 1112.
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compromises and half measures are capitulations with
irréversible conséquences. When abortion is debated,
the legislator cannot avoid calling our political So
ciety into question. It is on its nature that they
must inevitably make décisions. This can be shown by
a short examination of the relationship between the
légal System and actual law, the séparation of légis
lative and judicial functions, and the concept of the
State.

It must be admitted at once that actual laws can

be unjust and that therefore lawfulness does not ex-
haust the requirements of justice. Manmade, laws are
capable of improvement. In a given historical con-

text, the law attempts to guarantee the indispensable
conditions required for men to live together and exer

cise rights. Thèse rights are translated more or less

satisfactorily into actual law, but they antedate co
dification and do not dépend on législative sanction.

They are revealed, proclaimed, recognised. They are
neither assigned nor granted, nor conceded. They are
inaliénable and indefeasible.3

Ail the great protest movements hâve emphasized

real rights which were unrecognised by actual authori-

ty. Ail the great historical revolutionary movements

Under the light of the Heideggerian thème of histo-
ricity, the problem of human rights inspired several
important authors, among others : W. MAIHOFER,
Rzckt und Szln. Va. oie,gomena zu zJLnzA. Rzchtà ontolo
gie., Frankfurt a/M., 1954 ; A. KAUFMANN, Natu.JlA.Zckt
und Gz^cfvicktllckkzZt, Tilbingen, 1956. - See also
in J. LADRIERE, \)tz bOQJLalz Zt dzAtinZZ, Gembloux,
1973, the chapter on "Les droits de l'homme et
l'historicité", pp. 116-138.

This problem has been widely dealt with in the docu-
mented study of A. VERDOODT, HaJi&landZ Zt 6tgnlfc-
catton u.nlvzAAzllz dzh dAolt& dz l'kommz, Louvain,
1964.
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set themselves agalntt political institutions which
prevented their assertion. Remember, for instance,
Magna CaAta (1215), the Vztltion otf RlgkU of 1628,
the Btll oi RlgkU (1689) and the United States Vz-
zlaKatlon oi Jndzpzndancz (1776).4 it was in the
name of thèse rights that the French Révolution occur-
red and ordinary people proclaimed the déniais of
justice of the Anclzn Rzglmz. It is in the name of
thèse same practical principles that most socialist
movements hâve struggled for the libération of the

prolétariat. Nearer home, thèse same principles
hâve inspired the struggles for indépendance in form
er colonies.

Tkz HlhtoAÀ.o. Foundation* oi Ju6ttcz

Thèse rights are neither the resuit of simple
thought by philosophers, nor of the perspicacity of
jurists ; they constitute the subject of a progressive
awareness over the course of centuries. At the same

time, this awareness may be very unequal, depending
on the socio-cultural milieu.

The récognition that every human being is capable

of liberty is a response to the well-defined expérien
ce of history which gives this récognition a certain

expérimental basis. Historic expérience shows that

4. Thèse texts hâve been collected by M. DUVERGER in
Constitution* zt documzntA politiques, coll. Thémis,
Textes et Documents, Paris, 1964, pp. 309, 311, 314
and 289 respectively.

5. Karl Marx so stigmatizes the abusive identifica
tion between bourgeois and man, in : La QuZùtton
juivz. Text in : ?agz6 dz KaA.1 Ma/tx pouA. unz Etht-
quz AoctaliAtZ, M. RUBEL p ub 1. , vol. I : Soctolo-
glz CAXttquZ, Petite Bibliothèque Payot, 166, Paris,
pp. 281-283.
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people bzcomz aware of behaviour and institutions of
which they had not at first been conscious. it was
only gradually that the institution of slavery was
seen to be abnormal, immoral and unjust. The evils
of colonialism and of the subjection of women, and
the fact that people hâve inaliénable and indefeasible
rights, were only perceived little by little. The
immoral!ty of torture has been uncovered in the course

of centuries, but it is still not completely exposed.6
The same applies today to. racism and every kind of
discrimination. Little by little the right to parti
cipation together with its varied implications is

brought into the open. Thèse fragile discoveries of

history show that justice is a historic institution

in human society. Justice does not émerge ready made

from the minds of philosophers, moralists and jurists.
It is founded in human history, a history made up of

repeated criticisms whose objective is to condemn un

just behaviour because men hâve suffered from it.

There is a dialectical relationship between reflec-

tion on the rights of man and historical expérience ;
•7

the one re-echoes the other and illuminâtes it. This

converging effort culminâtes in a spécifie cultural

achievement ; in fact, in the course of centuries,

human endeavour has sought to perfect déclarations of

human rights, such as the Vzc.laA.atton o£ tkz RigktA
o

oi Man and tkz Cltlzzn of 1789 or the \Xnt\)ZAMal Vzcla-

6. As the problems are to be distinguished, we hâve
deliberately left aside the debate on death penalty.
Let^ just say that the basic argument of abolition-
ists to défend the criminalfs life is the same that

the one which pleads in favour of the unborn child,
i.e. the unconditional respect of the other person.

7. See on this subject E. WEIL, Vkllo&Opklz polttlquz,
Paris, 1956, p. 39.

8. In : M. DUVERGER, Con4>titutton* ..., p. 3.
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A.atlon oi Human Rlgkt6 of 1948, to which was added in
1959 the VzcloAaUon oi tkz RlgkU oi tkz Cklld.9
Sometimes the statement of thèse rights is incorporat-
ed in a constitutional text such as the Bill oi RlgkU
of 1689.

Thèse déclarations allow us to grasp the importance
of the distinction between human rights and actual
législation. Rights are not at ail to be regarded
as actual laws, nor do such déclarations make people
capable of right. They simply make explicit the awa
reness of certain rights to which everyone was entitled
before any déclaration was made. They set out the ina
liénable rights of which States and législation must
take account, must respect, and make respected.

From this point of view, the State is presumed to

recognise the existence of an. entitlement to rights
which antedates its own foundation. The- State, there-
fore, is not the ultimate source of the politician's
authority. It (that is, the State) has no basis, or

rather no legitimicay, except in so far as it is sup-
ported by a free consensus emanating from the free wills

of the members of civic society. Thèse members hâve

united in a political society precisely because, beyond
their différences, indeed their conflicts, there exists

among them a fundamental agreement on certain rules

of life, such as that which forbids murder, or recog-

nises that each person is entitled to rights. If this

consensus is undermined, it is the quality of the régime

See R. SAUNIER, L'zniant zt 4>ZA dAoltb, coll. Psy
chologie et Education, 14, Paris, 1970. We find
a.o. in this statement : "In considération of their
lack of physical as well as intellectual maturity,
children do need spécial protection and care, espe-
cially adéquate légal protection, before and after
birth".
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which is itself challenged.10

10 Mrs Simone VEIL has dealt with various aspects of
the problem examined hère in her ExpO&Z to the 1977
Mexico Congress (we simply quote Expolz). The en-
tire text can be found in vol. 4 of this Congress
Acta, publ. under the title : Mzxlco 1977. ïntZA.na-
tlonal Population ConizA.zncz - CongA.z& Internatio
nal dz la Population. ?A.OZZzdlng* . Paperback publ.
by the International Union for the Scientific Study
of Population (IUSSP), Liège, 1978, pp. 591-602.
An English translation of this text by David B. DOTY
was published in Population and Vzvzlopmznt Rzvlzu),
vol. 4, n° 2, June 1978, pp. 313-321.
In her ExpoAZ, Mrs VEIL confronts two types of
rights : on the one hand, the "basic political
rights", issuing from a "passive conception of hu
man rights altogether", whose extension gave in
fact birth to a "whole gamut of new rights, often
defined as social rights, or rights "to obtain some-
thing", as opposed to the "rights to do something".
Hence, each and every human being comes to the world
with a certain number of crédits on the State".
She surprisingly concludes by saying that "the more
you deviate from the basic rights, which are so to
say truisms, the more you hâve to rest upon a neces-
sarily contingent value System" (p. 597). - The
most troubling fact in this position is that Mrs
Veil is questioning the living and actual référence
to "basic rights", and by doing so, she is also
questioning the foundations of our political so
ciety. For this référence to "basic rights" pre-
cisely fixes in our societies imperative limits
and objectives to the political and juridical
practice. Thèse "basic rights" are however of a
metaphysical nature and they refer to values. The
values aimed at are devised in a sufficiently supple
manner, so that they could be subject to a wide
consensus. But at the same time, they are suf
ficiently précise, so as to reject straight off
any high-handedness or totalitarian project.
Of course, the various particular &y&tzm& explain-
ing the foundations of thèse values are historical,
but the valuz* dealt with are not contingent for
ail that. Similarly, the basic rights expressed
by positive law are in this respect historical,
though in no way contingent. Positive laws and
their contents are indeed always determined by
référence to the original intention.
Certainly, the "social rights" are really a genuine
innovation with respect to the "basic rights", but

/. . . / ...
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Consequently, the cry of "popular sovereignty" or

"majority rule" to justify the libéralisation of abor

tion should delude no one. From the moment it is es-

tablished that the child in the womb is human from its

beginning, the libéralisation of abortion involves of

itself a radical challenge to one of the major prin

ciples which political society was formed to défend.

If this is so, there are good grounds for saying that

objzctlvzly, the political and légal orders are being

undermined. Democracy has begun to head for suicide.

From this point onwards, civil disobedience will be

justified and résistance will become a duty.

Human RlgktA and Actual Lzgl&lotion

The démocratie State is obsessed by respect for the

différences between men, by otherness ; this is the

co-existence of freedom. This explains why democracy

is not possible without conflict ; as soon as respect

.../... this innovation locates itself in the continui-
ty of and in adéquation with the original inten
tion. In this particular sensé, the most radical
way to challenge the "participation right" - whose
différent aspects are covered by the expression
"social rights" - would be to déclare it contingent
and to dissociate it from its compulsory référence
to the "basic rights".
Those questions inevitably relaunch the problems
of nature of the State and of the foundations of
power. - See lniA.a, p. 46, n° 18.

11. "Therefore, it can be understood why humanity came
only lately to democracy (because the democracies
of the ancient cities were not genuine democracies,
for they were based upon slavery, getting by this
means rid of their biggest and most distressing
problems). Of ail political conceptions, democra
cy is the most remote from nature, the only one
that transcends - at least at the level of inten
tions - the conditions of a ^losed society*".
H. BERGSON, Lz4> dzux 6ouacz6 dz la moAalz ztdz
la A.zîiglon, in OZUVAZA , Editions du Centenaire,
p. 1214 (= 229), Paris, 1959.
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for anything unusual is mentioned, conflict is virtual-
ly certain to follow. At the same time, in traditional-
ly démocratie and libéral societies, a very différent
attitude from that in totalitarian countries is adopt-
ed. The latter attempt to reduce the "other" to the
"same". The only choice open to the déviant, the ob-
jector, the opponent, is to allow himself to be "re-

educated", ostracised, imprisoned, etc. or else to

accept death, whether physical or psychological in the

ward of a psychiatrie hospital. In Marcuse's phrase,
it will be a case of deaiing with a society of "uni-
dimensionalists".

This is why totalitarian states, without exception,
suppress the distinction between human rights and ac-

12tuai législation ; in their view, actual législa

tion defines justice. At first sight, total libéralisa

tion of abortion slightly distorts this distinction.

This distorsion is accepted ail the more easily because

it can take advantage of the quibbling of psychiatrie,

sociological, philosophie or theological authorities

on the human character of the unborn child, the conve-

nience of the woman, the family or society. In fact,

instead of a distorsion of limited scope, there is hère

a thoroughgoing qualitative modification which pro-

foundly affects our conception of law.

In démocratie régimes, it is not for the legislator

to décide upon who is entitled to rights. In liberalis-

ing abortion, however, he is arrogating to himself two

excessive prérogatives : deciding who should bz zntltlzd

to rights, and dzilnlng what those rights are. Now

12. See for example how HOBBES imagines the liberty of
the subjects and the relationship between natural
law and civil law, "containing each other and being
of equal size". In Lzvlatkan : see resp . Part II,
Chapter 21 and Chapter 26.
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most Westerners would think that to kill a neighbour

in cold blood for a trifie would be a crime even if,

by some incredible omission it were not so defined in

the pénal code and were not penalised. And the legis-

lator is not entitled to décide accôrding to his own

tas te that killing of such a kind is not a crime or

that stealing is not an offence. On the contrary, he

ought to prevent and suppress crimes and misdemeanours.

Neither does the State hâve the right to permit abor

tion : on the contrary, it should prevent it, forbid

it and repress it.

Yet powerful forces hâve constantly dreamt of

usurping prérogatives like thèse, and the history of

political and légal liberties in the West, as much on

the national as the international plane, is the history

of untiring opposition of thèse totalitarian preten-

sion. Socrates died for this idéal, knowing clearly

that he was obeying an order which was légal but im

moral, an idéal which we hâve been safeguarding, after

a fashion, for centuries.

This distinction between human rights and actual

law, between the individual and the citizen is un-

doubtedly the major idea developed during the history

of political thought in the West. It it the tenet

most constantly threatened. Hallowed in modem times

by written constitutions, expressed in civil and pénal

codes, this distinction is the surest guarantee of

public and private liberties, the most certain driving
force of social and political progress. It permeates

ail the political institutions of modem démocratie

States which accept the principles of the séparation

13. The distinction between Justice and Lawfulness was
apparently set up previously by Hippias (see XENO-
PHON, MzmoA.ableJ>, II, 4, 12).
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of législative and judicial functions and of the limi
tation of State, that is to say, executive power.

Tkz SzpaKatlon oi Povozaa

Where human rights and actual law coincide, there
is little need for the judicial function in the sensé

that is meant hère. The judge ascertains the diver

gence between individual conduct and légal requirements
and pénalises disobedience. Since personal morality
is identified with keeping the law, the judge must not

trouble himself to enquire into and understand atténuat-

ing circumstances or subjective motivation. The judi

cial function is redùced to one of ascertainment, si-

milar to that of the policeman who notes a breach of

traffic law and swears to the contravention. Conse-

quently, the judicial power's first duty is to actual

law ; it makes known what the law requires and punishes

actual violations. The judiciary tends therefore to

be an adjunct to the législature and the executive.

In Western law, the distinction between the rights

of the individual and actual law makes it possible to

limit législative power and to prevent its arbitrary

exercise. The legislator attempts to formulate just

laws, that is to say, laws which respect inaliénable

human rights. It sets out rules of compulsory social

conduct and the penalties which punish infringements.

Législative activity therefore, takes place at such a

gênerai level that it gives a transpersonal character

to actual législation. It is not for the legislator

to apply the law ; that rôle belongs to the judge. It

falls to the judicial power to évaluate the subjective

responsibility of those who are accused of objective

breaches of the law. The judge does not deny the

reality of the crime, but in passing sentence he will

take account of both aggravating and mitigating cir-
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cumstances. Those who legislate for particular cases,

whether groups or individuals, show themselves to be

partial, inéquitable and arbitrary. But the judge

who limits himself to mechanical and blind application

of the law will end by being arbitrary and unjust. It

is therefore of capital importance to maintain care-

fully the séparation of powers so that the legislator

does not enlarge his bounds of action and the judge

does not stoop to becoming the mère executor of the

more or less arbitrary decrees of the législature.

Thus it is no longer because the legislator has

determined and decided that "abortion is no longer a
14

crime or an offence" that it thereby ceases to be so.

Législative activity, in the same way as judicial and

executive to which it is closely linked, is regulated

by the defence and promotion of human rights. It does

not define justice, it gives it its place in history.

If it is the case that the legislator gives way in

the face of such and such a crime or offence to thé

extent of denying them the légal status of crime or

offence, then surely he is misusing his lawful power

and encroaching on the judicial function. Not only

is the proposai which he sponsors anti-constitutional,

but the government which sponsors it loses its legiti-

macy.

Tkz Allpou)zA.iul Statz

We are thus led to consider one last constitutional

and political implication of the libéralisation of abor
tion. In embarking on a process which ends with a dis

pute over the séparation of judicial and législative

powers ... to the advantage of the législative ...

14. Mr FAVRE's proposais go into this direction : see
Un CAlmZ dz moln6, La Chaux-de-Fonds, 1971.
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another dispute, this time over the séparation of

législative and executive powers is begun ... to the

advantage of the executive. To be more explicit, this

means laying the foundations of a State very différent

from the one we know now. This is a State which trans-

cends its citizens, an absolute State. The founding

contract is thus broken.

The fact is that from the moment that the légis

lative power ceases to take account of entitlement to

rights which antedate actual law and reserves to it

self the right, in the last instance, to define crime,

its power becomes the source of law, legitimacy and

morals. A number of political philosophers from Machia-

velli via Hobbes to Hegel, to cite only thèse classics,

saw this clearly. At that moment, the législature

ceases to represent the citizens and relinquishes its

mandate. At the very moment when it destroys itself,

it establishes one and only one source of right.

Gathering to itself judicial and législative pré

rogatives, with no provision for the division, shar-

ing or equilibrium of powers, this New State has at

its disposai an unlimited and uncontrollable power to

do anything, even if, as a "good prince" it allows its

citizens some rights. This is why some Latin-American

lawyers, in defending prisoners accused of offences

against the "security of the State", and subjected to

torture in countries with a dictatorship, hâve some-

15. A good illustration of ail this can be found in
HOBBES* works. See Lzvlatkan : Part I, ch. 14
(on contAactà) ; Part II, ch. 17 (on the Rzpublic);
ch. 18 (on the SoVZAzlgn).
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times chosen to appeal to législation protecting
animais ...

Thus those who ask the State to Azmovz gullt from
abortion show a disconcerting lack of thought. They
see dimly that the State, as it is conceived in our

culture, goes beyond the limits which hâve been set

if it libéralises abortion. But they do not hesitate

to ask the State to intervene in a way which not only

increases the scope of its power, but leads to a pro-

found change in its very nature. Only the Leviathan

State could agrée to their wish, and they are appoint-

ing the day of transfer of an inaliénable responsibili-

ty into its hands.

To "Wllllng SlavzA.y"

The establishment - even, and perhaps especially

when painless - of this type of State completely upsets

our idea of political life and particularly of democra

cy. The tension between Nation and State is brought

to an end because the State identifies itself with

the Nation and appears as the authentic and only spokes-

man of its interests. Consequently the Nation no longer

has control of the institutions which the State has

confiscated for its own advantage. In the same way,

the individual is identified with the citizen and re-

duced to the status of an officiai. Hère again the

legitimate is identified with the légal.

Henceforward, whatever émanâtes from Leviathan's

décision is just, whatever he defines as injustice is

un just. Good or bad citizens will be those thé State

16. Perhaps will the defenders of the unborn child
soon hâve to call to the UnlvzAAal VzclaAOtlon oi
tkz Animal RlgktS, solemny proclaimed by the UNESCO
on 15th October 1978 !



46

classifies as such. "Raison d'Etat" becomes the abso-

lute and unquestionable authority, so much so that the

Rule of Law can no longer subsist. It is the Leviathan-

State which décides what is good or bad, who deserves

to be a citizen and who does not. An individual can

only obtain rights if he satisfies cAÂ~tzAJla laid down

by the State in accordance with the judgement, the

will and the discrétion of the masters of the régime

concerned. From surrender to surrender, men cannot

even see that they are continuing their slide down
17

into "willing slavery". Already they are asking the
18

State for security, comfort, happiness. Soon, they

will ask what 16 their happiness, what 16 justice. The

outcome is that the State is expected to "humanise"

its subjects ... if it so wishes.

A quick glance at the customary daily paper is suf-

ficient reminder that régimes inspired by thèse prin

ciples are not simply muséum pièces ; as of now, they

are much more numerous than those with libéral démo

cratie traditions. In countries where abortion has

been liberalised, it is those very principles which

are invoked in the pleadings and judgements affecting

abortion cases. In the courts, thèse are looked at

more and more exclusively on the plane of légal posi-

tivism to the exclusion of any référence to a metalegal

order. This has become apparent because the courts,

17. See Etienne de la BOETIE, Lz dlkCOUAA dz la 6ZA.-
vltudz VolontaiA.Zt coll. Critique de la politique,
Paris, 1976. See for instance the astonishing
textes on pp. 179 and following.

18. Mrs Simone Veil refers to a daring conception of
the State, when she states that "tkz Statz Ih
Azépon&lblz and ansuozAablz ioA. tkz Nation In ail
lt& dlmznAlon*, not only social, cultural and ré
gional, but also historical" (extract from her
ExpoAZ, on page 593, quoted above, p. 38, n° 10).
We did underline.
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in giving reasons for their judgements, accord growing

weight to the strictly positive provisions of législa

tions, at the expense of the "conscience clause" which

seeks to safeguard the freedom of the médical profes

sions .

Let us sum up. In the first stage, we saw that

the libéralisation of abortion called upon the subjec-

tivity which constitûtes the Szli. In the second

stage, which is considered hère, this libéralisation

calls upon the subjectivity which constitûtes the

State. Two major questions now await reply. First,

what is the link between the constituent rôle of the

hzli and that of the State ? Then, \ûko (or wkat) is
19

hidden behind thèse anonymous structures of the State?

19. On this philosophical problem, see P. RICOEUR,
SclzncZ Zt Idzologlz, in the RZVUZ pklloSopklquZ
dz Louvain, 72, May 1974, pp. 328-355, and in par-
ticular pp. 341 and foll. ; A. DE WAELHENS, Vldzo-
loglz Zt IZ SUjZt, in E. CASTELLI (publ.), Vzmtf-
tklsatlon Zt ïdzologlz, Paris, 1973, pp. 325-333.
Mrs Simone VEIL rightly notes that "when you speak
about démographie policy, you just mean an intérim
objective, not an aim in se. Therefore this first
question : is it legitimate for a State to con-
cern itself with demography ? What are the true
objectives concealed by a séries of démographie
objectives ? To what other objectives are they
submitted ?" In her ExpOAZ, on p. 592 and foll.,
quoted above on p. 38, n 10.
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CHAPTER V. MORALS AND IDEOLOGICAL JUSTIFICATION

Confronted with such serious basic questions, the

failure of some moralists is even more astonishing than

the inadvertence of some politicians and the inconsis-

tency of certain jurists. Faced with the possibility

of the libéralisation of abortion, two main attitudes

can be seen : omission and justification. Thèse two

attitudes, however, lead to fundamentally similar posi

tions.

MoA.al& à la caAtz

Instead of showing that the field of liberty widens

with scientific and technological progress, the first

attitude, omission, appeals more and more to psycho-

pathology, indeed to sociology to démonstrate that man

is the prey of determinism over which he has little

control. There is only one conclusion to be drawn from

this, the knowledge that morals hâve no longer any clear

aim, and the moralist is decidedly incompétent. This,

in effect, is asserted in the injunction to "refrain

from judging".

Consequently one should not be astonished at the

trivial way in which human sexuality and problems of

intersubjectivity are treated. Sexuality is reduced

to a need of the self. It is no longer considered as

a dimension of the person who wishes to meet, to share,

to exchange, to give. From this one comes back to

Wilhelm Reich and his conception of sexuality as pure
need.1 Furthermore, although contraceptive measures

1. w. REICH, la Ktvolutlon szxuzllz, coll. 10/18, 481-
482, Paris, 1968.
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may bring security, the unexpected has to be faced,
so why not envisage abortion ?

Nevertheless, it is far from being the case that

this amoral attitude is shared by ail those in favour

of the libéralisation of abortion. Some moralists

try and justify libéralisation in terms of two thèmes.

One is based on the idea of the "wanted child",2 the
other on the "human/humanised" distinction.3

In the first case, the fate of the child dépends

on whether he is wanted or not. He exists, is in a

certain state, in vain, unless his mother, his father,

a third party allow him his right to continue to exist,

and to be human, that is to say, to grow and develop.

The child may continue to exist as long as it has a

recognisable value ioA. Aomzonz zl&z. This other can

take advantage of its adult status and the strength

of its position to décide unilaterally for or against

récognition, and still more, for life or for death.

It is therefore with référence to sorneone else that

the child is allowed to continue to be, or not. The

"other-than-me" can continue to exist li I establish

it as of value-to-me.

How could it be denied that as a rule, the desired
child is préférable to the undesired one ? It is
so with ail the human relations. Each of us dreams
of only having to do with good, attaching, sympa-
thetic people. We could imagine a world without
black (or white) people, without Flemish (or Wal-
loons), without Germans (or Latin people) etc..
as may be.
But at the very end of this réduction of the OTHER
to the SAME, we would find nothing but a mirror-
like relation with ourselves. Indeed, the OTHER
ONE becomes an obstacle to me, he interpellâtes
me, he forces me to take side the moment he ap
pears in my field of conscience.

See And:

kumain
bA.Z Bzlglquz, of 5th January 1979

André LEONARD, L'zniant à naZtA.Z ZSt-ll dtjà
in ? Lz point dz vuz du pkllo&opkz, in La li-
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The value principle relied upon hère goes beyond
ail considération of the stage of becoming or the actual
phase of existence. In gênerai, "the other" is allow-

ed to exist, on condition that I consent to its exis

tence. Negatively, whether by my own effort or with

help from someone else, "he" is in my power. "He" is

in the course of being made in vain, unless I give him

value-to-me. "He" is necessarily forced into the ca-

tegory of an antagonist and, in the final analysis, I

hâve the right to suppress him.

The alternatives are strictly limited to friend or

fœ ; there is no third choice. Homo komlnl lupus.

Hobbes made this aphorism the principle of his politi

cal thought and taught it. This is the principle made

use of hère, but after developing its implications.

Man is presumed only to be able to affirm what he can

also deny, and ail human relations are governed by

the regulatory catégories of friend or enemy. This

antagonism is carried to such an extrême that man be-

comes like a wolf towards his own child ... and there

are no examples of such an attitude in the animal

kingdom.

The second argument is based on the distinction

between the human and the humanised being. It con-

ceals unpleasant traces of an old dualist anthropo-

4. We are living in an era (among others) where for
some people, the fool is the other one. Therefore,
each one is defining his own System of rationality,
and thus of foolishness. The era of the "big ex
clusion" goes then hand in hand with the era of
the "big confinement". See on this question the
works of Michel FOUCAULT, HlstolKZ dz la ioliz à
Vagz claSSlquz, coll. Tel, 9, Paris, 1976 ; îd.,
SuA.vzlllzA zt punlA. Naissance dz la pAlson, Bi-

tAa\)ZAJS un ckolx dz tzxtzS, coll. Perspectives cri
tiques, Paris, 1978.
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logy. in this, the principles of récognition and re-

ciprocity are left in abeyance. It would doubtless

be difficult to deny that the relationship with and

récognition of another person are décisive factors in

constituting an individual. Only, the human/humanised

distinction, in the way in which it is presented, is

so clear eut and abrupt that it gives the idea that

the development of a human existence is marked by an

essential division.

Now this surreptitious transition from a distinc

tion of reason to a distinction of fact is simply un-

warranted. If the unborn child is humanised, it is

because, from the outset, it is human. The most that

can be said is that the distinction between the human

and the humanised being results from analysing a single

integrated process. But the division with which it

is made to correspond is devoid of biological and an-

thropological foundations. In any case, beyond the

embryo and the foetus can be seen the man whose develop

ment is interrupted, or, more exactly, terminated.

Ail in ail, this line of argument rests on a clever

ambiguity, the shift from distinction to division.

In concrète reality, there is no line nor boundary

marking the transition from "being human" to "being

humanised". Postulating that a being is human is

Ipso iacto postulating that he is being humanised. The

séparation of thèse two types of assertion will end

in the juxtaposition of taro propositions finally

devoid of meaning.

5. Cfr E. POUSSET, EtKZ kumaln dzjà, in EtudzS, 333,
November 1970, 502-519.
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Vust In tkz Eyzs

It is remarkable that the premises on which thèse
two justifications are based are not only very différ
ent, but irreconcilable. in the first line of argu
ment, the adult sets himself up as the standard of

value, as a unique and exclusive point of référence.

Thenceforward, considérations of the physical or psycho-
logical development of the other term of the dyad ...
the unborn child ... are only of secondary if not né
gligeable importance. The child's property of exist-
ing is not questioned, but the expediency of allowing
this existence to take its course is left to the ap
préciation of an authority distinct from the child.

The second justification questions the child's pro

perty of existence, thus authorising the adult to in

terfère. It is based on the incomplète development

of the human being. The first justification is in

line with the agreement of the strongest. In the se

cond case, considering that the child is incapable of

reciprocity or récognition, it is no more than a pre-

personal being. It is not capable of being truly

recognised until it achieves "humanisation".

Briefly, two lines of argument are presented, the

first subjective, the second objective. The first

justification allows the adult total and unconditional

freedom to décide, whereas the second disputes and

limits it with regard to the actual development of

the child. But the second justification disputes the

status of the developing child which is recognised

by the first. If the supporters of the first justifica

tion were to give to the adult the rôle assigned by

the supporters of the second, they could not logical-

ly envisage the libéralisation of abortion. But neither
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could the partisans of the second line of argument were

they to adopt the conception of the child held by sup

porters of the first.

At the very time when thèse two justifications, fac-
ed with each other, might be expecte'd to corroborate

each other, they show that in the last analysis they
are founded on irreconcilàble and incohérent premises;

each dismisses the other1s case. Their only meeting

point is a proposition to be démonstrated at any price.
The premises are constructed for the needs of the cause.
It does not matter whether they are well-founded, or

whether they are in harmoriy provided that they throw
dust in the eyes and lead to the desired conclusion.
In short, everything takes place as though certain
moralists had assumed the rôle of inventing arguments
which other sections of society need to justify them-

selves.

To tkz Rzscuz oi \JlctoAy

Such rationalisations are particularly irritating
when they shelter in the writings of certain moral
theologians who are rushing to fall into step with
their non-theological colleagues. Naturally it is
not the first time that moral theologians hâve run
to the rescue of victory. Both long ago and recent-
ly, more than one has been careful to flatter princes.
Times hâve changed but the temptation to dégrade the
theological process into legitimising ideology is as
seductive as ever. Christ himself knew this tempta
tion in the désert. Whether this dégradation is for
the benefit of a prince, of a middle class intelligent
sia, of consumers or would-be consumers, indeed of
some impérial power makes no différence.
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Certainly no one would hold it against the theologian

for being attentive to the questions of contemporary
g

society.. But this attention does not authorise him to

abandon his proper procédure, nor to allow himself to

change direction without prior criticism. The end re

suit of such an abdication would be to stérilise the

Gospel with ail its intransigency. What distinguishes

the moral theologian from the non-theologian moralist

is the particular way in which he is supposed to be

able to illuminate the moral problems of this time.

Every era, every culture presses the moralist to re-

activate the Gospel, that is to say, to bring its pro-

vocative, dynamic and prophétie witness to those prepar-

ed to listen.

But this re-activation cannot be undertaken regard-

less of cost. On the piea that the Church does not

adapt its morality to the actual conduct of some Chris-
tians, it is regularly taxed with hypocrisy and inhu-

manity.7 What would remain of the moral code of the

One of the most interesting studies is Charles
ROBERT1 s L'IntZA.A.Uptlon dz ÇjAOSSZSSZ, in the Sup-
pltmznt to PSycklatAJlZ Zt Vlz ckA.ltlznnz (Rennes),
n° 12, no date (end 1971 ?), good documentation
pp. 31-35. See also R. HECKEL, AvoAtzmznt. L%kzuA.Z
dz vlAjltt, in CaklzAM dz V actualité Azllglzusz zt
SOclalz, n° 61,1 - 15th July 1973.

The Magisterium's position on abortion has been
re-affirmed in several récent publications. Among
the papal déclarations, let's recall the Allocution
aux KzpAÂSzntants dz VOAdAz dzs MzdzcinS dzS pays
dz la Communauté zuA.optznnz, in La Vocumzntat^on
catkollquz, n° 1622, 17th December 1972, pp. 1107-
1108 ; Allocution au XXIIU CongA.ls national dzs
JuAÂStzs catkoliquzS Italizns, Ibld., n° 1623, 7th
January 1973, pp. 4-5 ; Allocution a un gKOupz dz
Savants, Ibld., n° 1653, 5th. May 1974, p. 406 ;
Allocution au SzcAÂtalKz glnzA.al dz la ConizA.zncz
mondlalz dz la Population, Ibld., n° 1652, 21st
April 1974, pp. 355 ss. ; Letter from Cardma
villot à Voccasion dzs jouAnzzs mzoXcalzS moncua-
IZS (Munich, 15-21 octobre .1973), 10 th October 1973,
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Gospel if it were persuaded to take the conduct of

Christians as its point of departure ? It is not real-

ly a question of preserving principles for the pleasure

of getting them accepted. They are not an end in them-

selves, nor are they "abstract" as some would hâve us

believe. They deal with the lives of human beings. It

would be hypocrisy and bad faith if Christians, and

especially moralists, were to change the principles

../... Ibld., n° 1646, 20th January 1974, pp. 60 and
following ; Spécial mention should be made of :
Véclaratlon dz la CongAzgatlon pouA. la doctKinz dz
la iol SuA. V avoAXzmznt provoqué, Ibld., n° 1666,
15th December 1974, pp. 1068-1073. - Among the ré
cent papal documents, we recall the following ones:
PAUL VI, Allocution du 23 avAll 1977, Ibld., n° 1720,
15th May 1977, p. 456 ; JEAN PAUL II, Allocution
aux mzdzclnS ItallznS, Ibld., n° 1756, 21st January
1979, pp. 5 1-53. - Among the récent episcopal docu
ments, let's recall the following : Notz doctAA.na-
lz dz la Commission zplscopalz dz la iamlllz sur
L' a\)OAJtzmznt, published in Paris, in March 1971 ;
the Déclaration dzs Evzquzs ItallznS on L'avoAtz-
mznt Zt la vlolzncz, 19th February 19 73, in : La
Vocumzntatlon catkollquz, n° 1627, 4th March 1973,
p. 245 ;the VzclaA.atlon dz VEplScopat bzlgz SuA.
VavoAtzmznt, 2nd April 1973, Bruxelles, LICAP, #
1973 ;the VzclaKatlon dz VEplScopat dzs Etats-Un^,
29th November 1973, in : La Vocumzntatlon catkotc-
quz, n° 1646, 20th January 1974, pp. 70-72 ; the
VzclaKatlon dzs EvzquzS d> AnglztzA.A.z zt du Pays dz
GallzS, of 4th April 1974, Ibld* , n° 1654, 19th May
1974 pp. 483-486 ; Notz dz VEp^Ucopat zSpagnol
SUA. Va\)OAtzmznt, Ibld., n° 1666, 15th December
1974, pp. 1074-1077, etc. - Some other documents,^
recently published are as follows s LzttKZ dzS ZVZ-
ouzs sulsszs sua. V avoAtzmznt, ^cb^d., n i/ZB.Jota.
Sctober 1977, PP. 891-893 ; V^laXat^on dzS zvzquzS
sulsszs sua. V avoAtzmznt, <Lb±d., n J^, /-^ "
August 1977, p. 737 ; LzttA-Z dzS zvzquzS bzlgzS SuK
VavoAXzmznt, Ibld., n° 1723, 3rd July 1977'P^642
ff. ; Lzs zvzquzs ItallznS zt VavoKtzmznt,^ ^d.,
n° 1721, 5th June 1977, pp. 523 ff. ; U* ZV<t*^.Italizns zt la loi sua VavoAXzmznt.b f^^^
ï^ïaie!t"^iî^/^i?; "'l745. 2nd July 1978,
p. 632 ; etc.
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guiding their conduct to accommodate behaviour which

they would like to justify.

The Church cannot change the définition of sin at

the wish of the Magisterium or of moralists, any more

than the State can alter the définition of a crime

or an offence to suit itself. If it raises preten-

sions to being the sovereign judge of good and evil,

it will cease to be the witness and manifestation of

God the Saviour. It will be reduced to a purely earth-

ly historic reality. Its morality would become a posi

tive System laid down in part at secular instance. The

Church does not hâve the power of çonstituting sin,

neither is it the author of création, nor the final

source of forgiveness and salvation. It would fall

into sacrilège and perjury, it would be treated with

just contempt if, usurping a power it does not possess,

it were to use its authority to endorse the clamour

for a certain "removal of guilt".

The distinction between the législative and the

judicial is therefore illuminating even for the Church.

It recalls first of ail the necessary distinction be

tween Christian morality and sociology, particularly

religious. It should also encourage Christians to

distinguish carefully between the rôle of the moral

theologian who makes known the requirements of the

evangelical call to conversion and that of the con-

fessor or spiritual adviser who particularises thèse

requirements and brings forgiveness.

Requesting the authority of the Church to stand
surety for positions to which it could not subscribe
without compromising its identity, would, on the part
of the theologians, be giving way to an extraordinary
clericalism. The Christian message is not something

to be cheapened and degraded by obscuring its require
ments. The consumer society has its ideologists, but
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it also has its theologians who are more reactionary
than one might think. At a period when the poor are
spoken of with so much respect, one is struck with
dismay by the spectacle of certain theologians who
naively allow their minds to be infiltrated by idéolo
gies which they hâve not troubled to study in depth ^
and which manipulate the Gospel for their own purposes.
Indeed, this is prophecy in reserve !

So the distance can be appreciated between our posi
tion and the position of : .Father L. BEIWAEK. L'a.-
voKtzmznt îAt-ll un lnia.y1U.cA.d2. ?, in \*™*\ 333,
Nov. 1970, pp. 520-523 ; of Father J. RAES, A pKopo*
de l'avoJite.m2.nt. Avdu.9l2.mznt aKb^tKtLUiz U occulta
tion du pH.obl2.m2,, in La Revue HouvUU, 53, ^ .1,
Jan. 1971, pp. 82-92 ; of Canon P. DE LOCHT, in
Kv0Kt2.m2.nt : un mOJialUtl ^^^^^'^EFA docu
ment, 22, Brussels, 1971; or in V^tcnguzK Vu> plan*,
publ. by La Revue HouvUU, 57, n 1, Jan. 1973,
pp. 25-28 ; of Father B. QUELQUEJEU, in U volontz
de pKocKlzK. miiûon* pkil06 0pkA,<lU<U,;in L"fte-
ho o± VJp 21 n° 109, August-October 1972, PP- /'

«Lie* *u* l* pétition de. VBBlUt catkaluiu*. ***•*..
n» 73-107 • of Father P. RIBES, and the undersigned
"'th. Noaviaa dolUeJi i« Vwo_Kte.me.nt, «txtl.d :

tlve. a Va.vonte.me.nt, in E-tudei, n 338, Jan. istj,
„ 53-84 ; of Pastôr Robert GRIMM, LnL'KvoJlttMnt.

^ration!7 to' tne Ï3^«J^£0^

m ÎSkt6«ae ?, coll. Recherche et Vxe, n 12. CEFA,
no place, no date indications (Brussels, 1977).
Sec also John Giles HILHAVEK, ^^M^>UU.
««* ^^^ris"ar9n, yinMpar0tSicut;rCthe chap-
ter^ntitîef Lofait "«I Va.olt^nt, PP . 31-63
ter entiuicu •.«* 1QÛ_,qc ue are puzzledand the notes « WJ ^5. W. ^ ^^
by certain positions taken *T ^ aax pA0.

{îîSÎSi iî72ià3S.S IU dinande. d^o^mnt.
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A QuaJiK2.Z witkout Cau6 2.

In discussions on the libéralisation of abortion,

Christians and particularly Catholics are not uncommon-

ly reproached with wishing to impose their own views

on everyone. Sometimes it is insinuated that Christians

act in bad faith by concealing their true motives in

the fight against abortion. A point is reached where

the Church appears to be the only obstacle to the li

béralisation of this practice.

Thèse reproaches merit a rapid study, the more so

as they are not without foundation. In effect, many

movements which are openly Christian in origin speak

out against the libéralisation of abortion particular

ly in the name of religious principles. It would be

difficult to dispute the right to proceed in this way,

but this argument can only hâve an "internai" effective-

ness, since, to be crédible, it présupposes acceptance

of certain revealed truths, membership of the Church,

respect for its Magisterium and so on. The Church

certainly has something to say about abortion, and it

says it. Nevertheless, non-Christians cannot be expect-

ed to give the same support to thèse déclarations as

is expected of believers.

Rather than casting doubt on the honesty of Chris-

tians one would wish for greater clarity on their part

at the level of the method of approach. In effect,

the libéralisation of abortion should not be consider-

ed as a primarily religious problem. As we hâve seen,

it is primarily a philosophie, biological, political,

légal and moral problem. It is on thèse aspects that

discussion turns before and independently of any ré

férence to religion. At this level, moreover, it can

be clearly seen, and this has already been noticed,
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that opposing positions, for and against, are not pa-
rallel with the division between Christian and non-
Christian. The Christian positions in this matter are
characterised by a certain pluralism whose roots, so
far as they can be observed, are pre-religious, evident-
ly the situation is similar with regard to the positions
of non-Christians.

Having said this, it must be recognised that Chris-
ti'ans hâve the right to see in abortion a dimension
which makes it a religious problem as well. Christians
hâve every interest in bringing out the spécifie charac-
ter of their approach to the problem, which is founded
on Christian anthropology. In the final analysis, the
récognition of "the other" has its basis in the fact
that our portion of existence has been freely bestowed
on each of us. In proclaiming this, Christians bear
witness to their fait* in mankind. But three things
must remain very clear. First, it is not in the least
necessary to subscribe to this Christian anthropology
to contest the libéralisation of abortion. Next, rt
is perfectly legitimate, and even indispensable to
oppose the libéralisation of abortion by resorting to
the resourœs of the social sciences, before produeng
arguments of a tlxeologicao order. Finally, the argu
ants which are proper to Christians, far from be.ng
drawn from an arbitrary or obscurantist process, hâve

. t <-»,=<. thev are worth the carefulsuch an intrinsic value that they are
a„d attentive considération of non-believers.

By respecting t*is distinction of methods, Christians
will avoid confusing the problems. In fact, such wa.de-
l différent problem. as abortion and contraceptif.can

t_ j -v> 4->,o came wav # nor consideredneither be approached m the same way,

on the same level.
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Provided that thèse elementary rules of method are

respected, the discussions on the libéralisation of

abortion will not dégénérate into a conflict between

Church and State, which, no doubt, some would like to

see. It will also be possible to give Christians the

right, equally with Jews, Freemasons or Party members

to make known their views on a complex problem without

using such an occasion as a pretext for unfounded ac

cusations and quarrels without cause.
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CHAPTER VI. PROMOTHEUS UNBOUND

The preceding reflections lead to one and the same

conclusion. Whether it is approached from the angle

of medicine, law, morals, politics or theology, the

debate on abortion inevitably comes back to fundamental

philosophie problems. Each of thèse approachés brings

us back to the centre of a debate which continually

obsesses the history of human thought and présents it-

self as a perpétuai challenge.

Justice, and L2.QaJU.ty

Platonic and Aristotelian tradition has been charac

terised from its beginning by a radical realism which

has moulded the whole of Western civilisation. This

submission to the real is found in ail its cultural

activities. It made possible the birth of the natural

sciences ; it is the cornerstone of our law. It is

translated into two particular forms of respect, the

search for justice and the concern for accuracy.

Thus, for Plato, ideas are realities in the high-

est sensé of the word. Whether mankind reflects upon

them or not, they are. Plato did not limit himself to

1..In order to investigate more deeply the philosophic-
al approach of the problem of abortion, see I. GOBRY
and H. SAGET, Un CKlm2,. L' aV0Kt2.m2.nt, Paris, 1971. Dr
SAGET essentially examines the problem from a médical
point of view. Chapter I and IV, which concern us
more directly and which are remarkable, hâve been
written by Prof. GOBRY.
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exposing the cupidity of the sophists, their trade in
the techniques of success, their sordid demagogy. Oppos
ing them and their excesses, he déclares that ail things
are not relative to man. On the contrary, it is for

man to submit to realities which he did not himself
construct, which he recognises, upon which he can medi-
tate ... ideas. Aristotle adopts the same attitude
towards unilaterally empirical trends. The existence
of nature is not dépendent on man1s perception of it.
There is no knowledge which is not tested against

perceived reality.

It is true that Socrates opened the way to both the
one and the other. For him, man is neither the ephemer-
al reflection of an ever changing nature, nor the yard-
stick against which ail things are measured. Besides,
irony shows him the opaqueness of the world ... and
his own finite nature. To know oneself 1 To seek the
good, not among externals ... power, money, force ...
but in itself. To be sincère : to seek to know the
good and act accordingly ... To get inaliénable human
rights accepted while declaring, with Antigone, that
there is no necessary harmony beta/een human and moral
laws, between legality and justice, and that unwritten
laws are as binding on magistrates as on citizens.

is it necessary to add that the Bible and Christian
tradition, even considered simply as cultural products,
hâve, through the doctrines of création and salvation,
considerably streng.thened this realism of principle ?

2. On the famous expression °^ ° agora 'S ^fs-PLATO's CKatylc*, 386 a ; Tk2.dt2.t2J>, 152 a ARIS
TOTLE'S iïdtapnyUc* , A,l, 1053 a 35 and particu
larly K,6, 1062 b 12-15.

^ Let's recall S0PH0CLES' kntigond, verses 446 and«?. Olllpuï King, v. 863 and ff. ; and of course
SoCKOtd*' Kpology by Plato.
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Man, tkz [lY\JL\)Q,tucLl VcuidUtLoJa

Now according to whether or not one admits that man

is the yardstick, one arrives at very différent concep

tions of society and civilisation. If everything is

to be measured against me, that could mean that I am

erecting my subjectivity into a principle of absolute

value. With the sophists, Gorgias, Callicles or '

Thrasymachus, I could canonise force, with Protagoras,
4

pleasure. With Bentham I will canonise utility, with

W. James, efficiency, with Adam Smith, profit, with

Comte, science and technology. It would even be per-

missible to decree the superiority of a group, to

define an élite, to privilège a race, to assign a
5

messianic rôle to a particular nation. I could even,

with Nietzsche, proclaim the death of God and the birth

of a superman who at once sets himself above good and

evil. At last, I will discover, with Sartre, that I

am my own creator and that I promote myself committing

myself, and even destroying. For, if man is thé mea-

sure of existence, he is also the measure of nothing-

This promethean anthropology naturally coulours

relations with others in a very social way. First,

by its radical pessimism it sets up fear as the
inévitable and dominating characteristic of relations

4. See PLATO's Rzpabllc : I, 332 a and d : Simonides;
I, 338 c and 339 a : Thrasimachus ; GOKQ<laÀ : 483 b-
484 c: Callicles ; ?fiotOLQOKOi& : 333 c and 353 c.

5. Thus, after M. STIRNERfs intégral selfishness, R.
von JEHRING could appear as a lawyer to whom law
is nothing else than the State's expression of
the collective selfishness of a whole people. See
VlK Kampi um& Rzckt, Vienna, 1872.
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with others.6 Fear, in its turn, engenders the fear
of liberty and inculcates a désire for authoritarian
government. In addition, since I am the measure of
others, I myself establish the term of the loving
relationship. I objectify "the other". I construct
"the other" to suit myself. "The other" is scarcely
more than the image I project of myself. I reconsti-
tute "the other" in my own image to adapt it to my
self, to find myself at the end of a narcissistic
détour. For this otherness threatens my identity ;
«the other" challenges me.7 It shows me my humiliat-
ing finiteness. It is set as a liait to my creativi-
ty. If I fail to welcome "the other" for what it is,
I must deny it, either physically or mentally. What-
ever it may be, it is always challenge, danger, pro
vocation, défiance for me. Consequently, "the other"

6. MACHIAVELLI* and HOBBES|workB are both ba;ed upon
the trinomial : "Pessimism/Fear/Authorxty . Hence
the relation between ethics and law and power. See

oJ)Ho. in 1941. - The debates on abortion, démo
graphie fear and human pollution» can now be cou

der d under the light of historicxty, P«P°«**by Jean DELUMEAU, in U peu* 1*1 O^dlU du XII/e
au. Xl/Ille 4-cêû-te, Paris, 1978.

rtfr^SefStîl-SÏ r^qU7-"9 t63»3-320. ;'r3"503Sr»L°essence des rapports en«e co.c^
S" n;rLPrëantifatronnesterreceiseffl: t V£<; *.
la'libère, codent -.*«« ^J *-^~î "ï,5" ,
tielle ... doivent découvrir a 1 agent mor h

m&vU&mz, Paris, 1954.
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being a factor in personal insecurity, I must either
eliminate it, or reduce it to what I am myself.

This depraving of the essence of the loving rela-
tionship, this sadism, to give it its correct name,
is at its coldest and most cynical in the total libe-

Q

ralisation of abortion. The child in the womb is

not only a new sickness, it is also a new enemy. This

is the outcome of the retrogressive decay of instinct
and préservation.

This sadism is shown in arrogating to oneself the

right to treat a human being as a possession, or ra-

ther to reduce it to nothingness when it is at the

most tenuous stage of its existence. What brutality

is this exercise of the will to undisputed power I

"Does not tyranny flatter the pride much more high-

ly than doing good ? In a word, is not he who imposes

more certainly the master than he who shares ?" The

question was asked explicitly in the XVTIIth century
9

... by the Marquis de Sade.

Su&pzndzd ValuzA

The anthropocentrism of the sophists and their

numerous descendants therefore includes risks which

must not be overlooked. This anthropocentrism becomes

so pervasive that it discrédits not only ail moral

philosophy but ail inteliéetuai and scientific disci

pline. It confers an absolute primacy on the subject-

8. Cfr L. BEIRNAERT, IKKzdlLCtlbIz vlolZïlCZ, in A la
KQ.ckzKc.kz d'ulyiz tk&oloQJLz dz la vÂ.olzncz, coll.
Avenir de la théologie, Paris, 1968, pp. 53-70.
See Ln^Ka, p. 69, n° 12. Also refer to Erich
FROMM, la pa6AÂ.on dz dz£Kiu,KZ. Anatomiz dz la
dz6tKULZtt\Jyitt kamaZnz, Paris, 1976.

9. SADE, JuÀtlnz ou lz6 malkzuJU dz la vzKtu. [179 1],
coll. 10/18, 444, Paris, 1973, p. 170.
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ive and uncommon expérience. It discrédits reason,

empties history of its lessons. It leads to a theory
of language where it is the convention to define
good and evil according to what is expédient at the
time.10 Quite recently, this tendency reached its
high point of expression in the "Vienna School".

The only criteria which govern my behaviour are
those which I set up and to which I commit myself
with a forever deferred fidelity. If therefore I
set up as my values the satisfaction of my instincts,
money, force, technology, 'confort, consumption,
militarisation or anything which I happen to value
at the moment, I could, without being answerable to
anyone, weigh human beings against things. The
child, the old, the sick, the stranger, the unwanted,
the immigrant, or, more simply, someone else ...

10

11

Hère we can see the close link between the sensé
of the OTHER, the sensé of history and l»»»»»*?;
On the destructive power of language, see PLAT0 s
GoKglaM, 466a-467b. For a more exhaustive study
of the problems tackled hère, it is necessary
°to refer to J. LARGEAUT, ^^/^J^^UJUiM, Publications de la Faculté ^es Lettres et
des Sciences Humaines de Pans-Sorbonne, Serte
Recherches, vol. 65. ^-s^°UVa^' Zlikr>Z, Tkl
Md Uititutlonal pHJLwiLpUA, London, Cambridge
University Press, 1974.

r„-aitic\radAf^:fcptrrf:rrorri;^swoP°hy'
^t/dl^^-Vo^r^^^/ a -ge,

UOKld Ci \acU, New Ï°^>A*38; Ch. L. .STEVENSON
tthlci anl La.ngua.gz, New Haven, 1944 , C.I.

t** jpï ^k^r?9^raî;aEvslGioR«iNN^^oTàlUlrtràl'^dlï P^^,Rome,»956.r



69

their récognition is hypothetical. Since I am a
creator, nothing obliges me to recognise "the other"
for what he is, nor to agrée that he exists. If,
therefore, the pleasure of possessions gives me more
satisfaction than human intercourse, I could dominate
or even do without others for the sake of possessions.
Man is one commodity among others. Since value is
essentially a function of the décision of the subject,
the sphère of the non-self remains undifferentiated
until I constitute what is of value for me. In that

world, love no longer exists. There is nothing but
appropriation, domination and reducing to nothingness.12

It is obvious that such an anthropology, where

pride contends with savagery, requires an equally ruth-
less conception of medicine, économies, morals and

theology. This anthropology provides each of thèse

disciplines with the underlying principles on which

they are founded, principles which identify might
with right, good with pleasure, virtue with what is

useful. Each of thèse disciplines runs the risk of

becoming a more or less blind instrument subjected

to a will for power, to a hedonist or opportunist

idéal. Then medicine finds itself permitted, indeed

invited, to eliminate the intruder. Economie acti-

vity obeys the iron laws of wages, compétition, pro

fit. Under the pretence of protecting national in-

terests, the politician puts party interest first,

12. To s tudy the political conséquences of this "sa
dism", it will be interesting to refer to two
ancient and most controversed books : E.F.M.
durbin and J. bowley : ?zK6onal aggKz&4>>Lvznz&A
and U)aK, London, 1933 ; Edw. GLOVER, WaK, 4>adLU>m
and pa<U,£<L&m, JLbJLd. Complément with A. STRACHEY,
Tkz uncon&CA,OU6 motl\JZl oi U)aK, London, 195 7.
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and the jurist protects the privilèges of the power-

ful. To salve everybody's conscience, moralists

find more or less convincing reasons which obsequious

theologians ingenuously endorse.

klJLznaJULon and LLbzKty

It has already been noted that the foundations

of our légal System are quite différent. The realism
which characterises them is also the texture of our

political institutions and of our économie and social
structures. Without it, légal and political liberty
disappear. The tensions and cohflicts which are play-
ed out on the stage of political organisations assume
the previous and unconditional récognition of tkz othzK
o6 dibbzKznt. This is why it is essential, in the
debate we are concerned with, to leave ail sordid
électoral and short term considérations on one side.
What is at stake is neither more nor less than the
principles on which our démocratie régimes are found-
ed, together with the ideals they seek, albeit by
différent routes.

It is no différent in économie life. Hère too,
the idéal which directs ail reforms is based on reci
procity of services and equal shares of available
goods. In principle, material goods are the common
patrimony of humanity. Man changes them by his work
and may thus be recognised by others. When thèse
goods become an instrument of power, such a situation
is seen as immoral and contrary to their purpose. The
requirement of reciprocity between people cornes first,
and this gives meaning and intention to its exercise.
Again, it is in the same spirit that Kant recommends
that man should never be debased by being treated as
a means.13 In addition, some of Hegel's heirs, delv-

13. see kant, FondzmznU dz la mztapky&M™ du rnozuta,
Section II.
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ing into their master's thought, hâve vigorously

exposed various forms of human aliénation and thus

revivified the old call for liberty.

In a gênerai way, institutions and culture are

expected to bring people together and promote soli-

darity. Happiness without some kind of social har-

mony is inconceivable. Ail formalism which créâtes

or shapes tensions is répugnant. Any médiation which

does not allow for movement, thereby loses ail signi~

ficance and is unacceptable.

One might say that a major characteristic of

Western civilisation is its ceaselessly repeated ef

fort to make an idéal of récognition and reciprocity

prevail over the eternal temptation to domination

and destruction. In this civilisation, there is an

optimism of principle as much towards "the other"

as in respect of the natural world ; it contains a

refusai to regard "the other" primarily as a threat

to oneself.

Finally, ail our institutions and cultural activi-

ties tend to promote this récognition and reciprocity.

It is undeniable that both are burdened with a more

or less considérable degrée of ambiguity, that indi-

viduals and groups are always fascinated by turning

in upon themselves, that desires and situations, plans
and their exécution, are to some extent out of step.

How can history, in its ceaseless development, be

denied !

This means that the moral conquests of the West

contain a cultural élément, and therefore, something

precarious. In exposing one injustice, one inevitably
becomes aware of others which hâve long been unnotic-

ed. But the frontiers of progress are never fixed ;
no conquest is irréversible. History has shown this
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too. It shows equally, with no need to look to Hitler

for example, that when a right, arduously discovered
and recognised at the price of much effort, is chal-

lenged, the process of régression and collapse has

already begun. In countries where little has been

done to improve the lot of ail without distinction,

it is hardly surprising that arbitrariness, repres

sions and torture are practised. Conversely, it is

not surprising that where arbitrariness triumphs,

there is little concern for the improvement of the

common lot.

Total libéralisation of abortion ? Either I my

self am the measure of everything else, in my pressure

group, in my party, in the State. Or I welcome "the

other" for what he is, and make myself face the ques

tion of the meaning his existence has for me. It is

for me, the party, the State to respect his existence

and his rights. Thèse are alternatives. There is

no third way.

If the first possibility prevails, the West will

hâve consented to the loss of its identity and sub-

scribed to the wreck of its authenticity. And how

can one doubt that some people wish this to happen !

Only the second possibility is part of the true

thread of Western history. The challenge arising

from this has already been encountered, but it must

now be examined.
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CHAPTER VII. TOWARDS INTRA-UTERINE GENOCIDE

Given the fact that the libéralisation of abortion

créâtes conditions favourable to a profound change in

the nature of the State, does it necessarily mean that

it would lead to the restoration of some totalitarian

régime, such as Nazism ? This is a possible, but not

the only conséquence. In fact, it is perfectly con-

ceivable that actual laws are adapted to a certain

incohérence in their fundamental principles. Actual

law may consider that the power of the State is unli-

mited towards a newly conceived human being, but that

there are réservations on this power in respect of a

citizen actually born. Hère are two weights, two

measures, two irreconcilable views of the rôle and

nature of the State. Can one nevertheless prétend,

because of an actual situation, that one should make

the best of such a hybrid mixture ? This would be

quite unacceptable, and to show this, it is necessary

to go outside the "constitutional" approach to which

considération of the problem has up till now been

limited. This means that everything that has already

been said about the State can be taken as included

in the broader approach.

IdzologJLzal Colonisation

The Nation State, as it is conceived in modem

constitutions, has in fact ceased to be an instance

of suprême power, the only and ultimate master of
its décisions, the maker and unmaker of alliances

to ward off the pretensions to hegemony of those who
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are stronger. Times hâve changed. The rise of new

impérial powers forces the nations of Europe to per-
ceive, beyond what in other circumstances might hâve

been considered as a simple internai problem of con-

stitutional law, a problem of international relations.

It is commonplace to note that both the U.S.A. and

the U.S.S.R. seek to limit the sovereignty, not only
of Third World countries, but also of others which are

relatively developed. Thèse are various ways of

achieving this object. It might be possible, for

example, to support a régime by strengthening the

machinery of government or to call in the army. Though

usefui in the Third World, thèse methbds can scarce-

ly be recommended in Western Europe. Hère, rather,

ideological colonisation is the unspoken method. Its

aim must be to get Western Europe to internalise the

heteronomous place aimed at it by the dominating power

From the point of view of the U.S.A., Europe will

hâve to "introject" the values of the consumer society

as ingenuously as possible, but transmitted with much

additional propaganda by multi-national corporations.

In the discussions on demography and growth, scien-
tific disciplines can quickly develop to become
combat arms. In those particular fields, it is
frightening to see the growing hold of North-Ameri-
can productions on Europe and on the rest of the
world. Our countries are literally flooded by
translations of North-American books and they are
very quickly fascinated by their sophistical scien-
tific apparatus. Hence, to ingenuously endorse
their conclusions and yield to their ideological
colonialism, there's not many a slip. Hère we.
can clearly define one of the présent political
rôles and responsibilities of the European univer-
sities.- Isn!t it significant that M.W. BEST,
Executive Vice-Président of the Planned Parent-
hood - World Population (NY) is a co-editor of the
EnzyclopazdLLa %hJLtannLza article on B<tKtk ContKol,
Encyclopaedia Britannica, vol. 3, Chicago, 1968,
pp. 704-711 ?
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From the point of view of the U.S.S.R., it will hâve

to introject the idéal of State Socialism much praised
by socio-communist parties. In both cases, through
unequally perceptible means, this external strangle-

hold is a heavy burden on Western Society. "If des-

potisms are compared", wrote Montesquieu, "it will be

seen that one will sustain itself the best which,

so to speak, in refining its cruelty, finds the secret

of making it excessive and thus, by multiplying the

injuries it causes to human nature, it gives new
2

foundations to the State".

Hère it is convenient to explore the potential

link between plans to dominate Western Europe and the

campaign to libéralise abortion. Very spécial atten

tion will be devoted to the American point of view.

At the same time, without purely and simply substitut-

ing the expression Soviet Union for the expression

United States, what is said about the latter can be

applied in the same proportion to the former. The

reader will undoubtedly notice the d.isturbing conver

gence outlined in the course of the following pages.

Maltkiu and BmplKz

For nearly a century the Anglo-Saxon powers hâve

been constantly concerned to perfect programmes to
3

control or limit the birthrate. The first malthusian

2. Loc. zlt., qaotzd zd., p. 10 10.

3. There is a sort of vade-mecum for the supporters
of the libéralisation of abortion,by Mr POTTS and
Cl. W00D : Hzvo conczptA Jin contKaczption. A galdz
to dzvzlopmzntb In {amJLly planning, Oxford and
Lancaster, 1972. Dr Potts was then Médical Direc-
tor of the International Planned Parenthood Fédé
ration, which will be discussed further on. On
the history, motivations and methods of family
planning movements, see the introduction by Mr

• . */ • • .
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movements were organised in England at the end of the

XIXth century. Their arguments were made known and

tested in India among other parts of the British Em-
4

pire. No doubt thèse malthusian proposais were for

long regarded as tabu. Who, forty years ago would

hâve dared to advocate the libéralisation of abor

tion when it was unseemly even to speak of contracep

tion i Even if the avowed aims were family, commun!ty

and international well-being, even if they were eugenic,

at the time, there was the possibility of being blamed

for racism.

Now it is not a matter of chance that one of the

forerunners of racism was an Englishman, Houston
5

Stewart Chamberlain. His arguments, more so perhaps

./... Potts in PKoblzmb and StKatzgy, pp. 1-15 ;
and B. suitters, Tkz IntzKnatlonal Tamlly Planning
Uovzmznt : a&pzctA o£ lt& gKowtk and dzvzlopmznt
[18S1-1971), pp. 17-55.

On the question of démographie policy, refer not
only to the publications of the Population Réfé
rence Bureau (Washington), but also to the bi-
monthly BlbllogKapky o& family Planning and Popu
lation, published by D. LINZELL, Simon Population
Trust, Cambridge. See in particular Jacques
verrière, Le-6 polltlctuzl dz population, coll.
Le Géographe, 26, Paris, 1978. - There are some
éléments for a bibliography in H. GERARD and G.
wunsch, CompKzndKz la dzmogKapklz, coll. Mara
bout Université, 240, Verviers, pp. 174-178.

The présent day aspects of the problems tackled
hère are investigated more deeply in a dramatic
study entitled "\koKltuKl" - Czux qui dolvznt
mouKlK. La dzllvKancz paK la moKt, Vkumanl*.mz
blologlquz zt Iz "Kazlhmz &clzntlilquz", (roneo-
typed), B.P. 178, 75564 Paris Cedex 12, 1974. This
study can usefully be complemented by B. SCHREIBER,
Tkz Man, Bzklnd HltlzK. A GzKman WaKning to tkz
WoKld. "Gzkzlmz P.zlzki>i>aQj(iz", 78139 Le Mureaux,
publications La Haye-Mureaux, s.d. Apparently,
the militant abortion supporters do not seem to
be embarassed to tread in the footsteps of Hitler
who advocat.ed and enforced théories basically

. . . / ...
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than those of Gobineau, exercised a considérable in

fluence in two worlds which were less strange to one
another than might appear at first sight. On the one

hand, in the Anglo-Saxon world, first in England but

increasingly in America, Chamberlain's théories rein-

forced the classic malthusian arguments and suggested

new fields of application. On the other hand, this

same H.S. Chamberlain, who had become a German citizen,

contributed powerfully by his Germanie racism to the

revival of German nationalism (which can be traced at

least to Fichte) , to reactivating the hegelian idea

of the impérial mission of which the Reich would be

the heir, to consolidating faith in the Superman sung

by Nietzsche and of which the pure Aryan would be the

unique and model expression.

In addition, Hitler had the merit, if one may say

so, of seeing the necessary link between malthusianism

and racism on the one hand, and the conception of the

State on the other. For him, "Every time that the

lesser number embodies the greater part of will and

décision, the history of the world is determined by

a minority". The real architect of this history is

the racist State wich has to watch over the sélection

of its members. "Tkz Kacllt Statz divides its inha

bitants into three classes : citizens, subjects and

foreigners. In principle, birth only confers the

Atatu* o& Aubjzct. Tkz 4>tatut> o& cltlzzn will be

given, and that in the most solemn way, to young men

of good health and réputation on completion of mili-

tary service ..."

.../... similar to theirs. See for instance Hzln Kamp£.
kon combat translation by J. Gaudefroy-Demombynes
and A. Calmettes, Paris, s.d., pp. 133-138.

6. HITLER, \kzln Kampi, zdlt. cit., p. 398.

7. ld., Ibld., p. 439 (underlined in the text).
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Furthermore, thahks to its racist ideas, it will be

for this State to bring a better âge to birth. Then,

men "will seek to improve thé human race ; ... some,

having recognised the truth, will deny themselves in
o

silence, while others will give themselves joyfully".

Consistent with his own ideas, Hitler even advocated

(and before, M. René Dumont) a "licence to procreate",
9

indeed, even stérilisation : "The State must inter-

8. ïd., Ibld., p. 404.

9. See for example R. DUMONT, Vutoplz OU la moKt,
coll. L'Histoire immédiate, Paris, 1973, pp. 47-
51 and pa64lm. "AutkoKltatlvz birth limitation
measures are becoming increasingly necessary, but
they will be acceptable only li tkzy OKZ htaKtzd
In tkz KlckzK COUntKlQJi and by the éducation of the
other countries" (p. 49 s.) (underlined by the au-
thor). - Hubert GERARD states in a more nuanced,
though perplexed manner that : "the action on
fecundity and/or marriage-rate can resort to sever-
al stratégies. Thèse either require the free col
laboration of the person to this end - or not be
directly based upon this collaboration - or simply
force the person. It is important at this stage
to stress to what extent our conception of indivi-
dual freedom and of offence to it can be ego and
ethnocentric ; in other words, we always judge this
problem in relation to our own idea of individual
freedom. We still easily accept that a fairly high
minimum âge be fixed for marriage, to prohibit re-
marriage of divorced women, even of widows, as the
case may be. We could not so easily accept that^
only families with a maximum of 2 children benefit
from family allowances. Further, to offer a^tran
sistor radio to people who accept stérilisation
already seems to be rather a bad practical joke,
but compulsory stérilisation after a givennumber
of births, the necessity to get a procréation li
cence, the adding of sterilising agents in foods
or drinks etc. ... seem to be completely inaccept
able and fit only for a dictatorial state which
has nothing much human about it, and yet ... ?
Are thèse considérations and positions not mainly
the product of our own vision of an expression of
individual freedom ? Are thèse expressions absolu-
tely necessary to that freedom ?". In L'zxplo^on ^
dzmogKapklquz au cKlblz dz& \>alzuK& kumalnz* zt chKz-
tlznnzh, Colloques de la Faculté de Théologie, Uni
versité catholique de Louvain, 13th Dec. 1972 ,p.16 .
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vene, since it is the trustée of millions of future

years in terms of which individual desires and egoism

count for nothing ; ... it must use the most modem

médical resources to illuminate its religion ; it must

déclare that any person manifestly ill or with tainted

heredity has no right to reproduce himself, and the

State must take away from him ail possibility of doing
h 10

so".

It is well-known that among the hereditary taints

as defined by the racist State being of Jewish race

was prominent. It is also known that the Nazi régime

pushed its infernal logic to the bitter end. It did

not limit itself to sterilising the "intruders" ; it

suppressed them in millions.

It is in the name of the principles imbuing the

démocratie traditions that thèse practices and the

régime instigating them hâve been challenged. It is

because the person cornes before the citizen, the.Na

tion before the State, that the right to be différent

has been claimed for the Jews. That is why yesterday

in Nazi Germany, today in the Soviet Union, antisemi-

tism, and even more broadly, ail discrimination hâve

been justly condemned.

HltlzK1* VoKzàlgkt

Whatever it may cost to affirm it, the U.S.A. today,
as much by its racism which is little known except for
démonstrations inside the country, and by its restrict

ive attitude to the birthrate, appears to be the direct
heir of English malthusianism. The reciprocal influence
exercised between it and the Nazi model can no longer
be doubted. The master of the Third Reich did not de-

10. HITLER, op. cit., p. 404.
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ceive himself in this. He made is thoughts on the

"American Model" explicit before drawing lessons from

it for Nazi Germany, and observed with praise that

"there is in our time one country where at least ten

tative efforts (in eugenic matters) prompted by a

better conception of the rôle of the State can be not-

ed. This is naturally not our model German Reich ; it

is the United States which is endeavouring to put the

dictâtes of reason at least partly into practice. In

refusing admission to immigrants in poor health and

in excluding members of certain races from the right

to naturalisation, they go a little way towards the

racist conception of the rôle of the State".

This text was written at a time when no one had

yet sounded a warning against the P(opulation) Bomb,

nor cried "hait to growth", that is to say, no one
12

had yet recommended économie malthusianism. Now if

the fear of a population explosion was already appa

rent in Victorian England, its appearance now in the

11. Id., Ibld., p. 439.

] 12. Thèse are respectively the titles of a book by
| P. EHRLICH, Paris 1972, and of the enquiry by

the Rome Club, 1972. Numerous publications pro-
j vide material for the debates on the limits of
| growth, but do not always throw a new light on
i it. Let us just consider some dyed in the wool
i non-conformist studies : L. PUISEUX, LlznzKglz
j zt Iz dz&aKKol po&t-lndu6tKlzl. EàAol &uk la
! cK0l66ancz znzKgztlquz, coll. Futuribles, Paris,
I 1973 ; Lzh objzctzuKS dz cKolAAancz. PKOhptKl-

tz, oui ... mal6 à quzl pKlx ?, cahier n° 52 of
I Lz Nz£, n.s., September-November 1973 ; H. COLE,
| G. FREEMAN, M. JAHODA, K. PAVIIT, L' kntl-\kaltkuh.

Unz cKltlquz dz "Haltz ci la cKol&Aancz", translat-
j ed by M.-H. Dubsky, Paris, 1974 ; Jacques ATTALI
I and Marc GUILLAUME, L* antl-ZCOnomlquZ, coll. Eco-
I nomie en Liberté, Paris, 1974 ; Alfred SAUVY,
i L% zconomlz du dlablz, Paris, 1976.
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U.S.A. is ail the more understandable. Particularly

since 1945, the nation of the Western world which has

taken over imperialism from Albion has seen the poli

tical and économie importance of the population factor.

The United States has never concealed this concern,

which is the subject of many explicit déclarations

by American politicians and specialists.

There are many reasons for this policy, and this

is not the place to discuss them in détail. Neverthe-

less, some of thèse reasons concern our argument direct-

iy.

No doubt it may be conceded that some Third World
13

countries are at présent underpopulated. But even

where the population density is low, the proportion

of young people is high, as is the birthrate. From

this, it is asserted that the rate of growth of thèse

populations, which is much higher than that.of rich

13. It would be useful to recall some récent data now
available. We first give the population density
per square kilomètre, then, between bracklets,
the percentage of young people under 15. Among
the relatively little industrialised countries :
Indonesia : 70.9 people per km^, (44 % less than
15 years of âge) ; China : 89.1 (35.9) ; India :
185.6 (41.9) ; Algeria : 7.5 (47.1) ; Zaire :
10.9 (-) ; Peru : 12.5 (43.9) ; Brazil : 12.9
(42.2) ; Venezuela : 13.7 (35.1). - Among the
industrialised countries : France 97.7 (22.6) ;
United Kingdom : 229.2 (24.1) ; Fédéral Republic
of Germany : 247.4 (23.2) ; Belgium : 324.1 (23.5);
Netherlands : 331.1 (-) ; Canada : 2.3 (-) ; Japan:
298.7 (24.3) ; USA : 23 (28.6) ; USSR : 11.5 (30.9).
According to the information given by the Book. o£
tkz Vzok 197&, of the tncyclopazdla BKltannlca,
Chicago, 1978. - On the other hand, if the world
population were to be concentrated at the rate of
about 1 sq. km. per inhabitant, those 4,124 million
inhabitants (1977) could be concentrated on the
Belgian province of Luxembourg (4,418 sq. km.) or
on Corsica (8,722 sq. km.).
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countries, threatens the whole world with a population

explosion. This could resuit in various stresses and

pressures with which rich countries could only cope by
14

forgoing their présent high standard of livmg.

Up until now, programmes seeking to prevent this

démographie "cataclysm" hâve turned on the various

methods of preventing births and on stérilisation. In

the opinion of their promoters, thèse compaigns are

far from having yielded the expected results ; besides,

expérience has shown how uncertain in effect ail démo
graphie policies are.1 Consequently, world opinion

14. We would mention the remarkable study by P. PRADER-
vand, Lz* pay* nanti* zt la limitation dz* nal*-
hanez* dan* Iz TlzK*-\kondz, in Vzvzloppzmznt zt
Clvl&Uatlon, n° 39-40, March-June 1970, pp. 4-40
(important bibliography). The rôle of the IPPF
in this particular field has been analysed by
Colville deverell, in The "IntzKnatlonal Plannzd
PaKzntkood PzdzKatlon". It* Kolz In dzvzloplng
countKlz*, in VzmogKapky, 5, 1968, n° 2, pp. 575-
577. - Dr WEILL-HALLE gives some précisions on the
North American and Anglo-Saxon inspiration of the
"family planning", in L'avoKtzmznt dz Papa (cited
on page 10, n. 14), especially pp. 2.1-53. In
particular she summarises the extravagant proposais
of Dr Berelson to limit the birth rate in the
(Third) World, pp. 31-41.

15. Evaluation and outlook in J. VERRIERE, Lz* poli-
tlquz* dz population. Refer also to K.Y. LARRY
(edit.), Tfie. population ckI*1* . Implication* and
plan* &0K action, Bloomington, Indiana University
Press, 1970 ; Edw. D. DRIVER, ifJOKld Population ^
voUclz* : an annotatzd blbllogKapky, coll. Lexmg-
ton Books, Lexington, Mass., 1972 (indispensable
working instrument). Stand on the question byB.
berelson (edit.), Population poUcy ^n dzvzlopzd
COUntKlz*, A Population Council book, New York,
1974. Panorama of the présent situation by Doro-
thy NORTMAN and Ellen HOFSTATTER, in Population
and iamlly planning pKogKam*. A Factbooti, n i,
8th édition, which^ppeared in KzpoKt* on popula
tion/ iamlly planning, October 1976, Population
Council, New York. This publication follows the
7th édition which was published m 1975.
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has to be "sensitised", to hâve "démographie fear"
instilled into it.16 in the Third World, it will be
explained that a high rate of population growth is
a décisive obstacle to économie take-off,17 whereas
rich countries will be given to understand that if

they want to maintain and improve their standard of
life, they must voluntarily stabilise their popula
tion, thereby setting an example to poor countries.

Yet an information campaign is by no means suf

fi cient. Since the methods employed up until now
hâve not led to the desired results, it will be ne

cessary to accept means which not long ago were ré

pugnant. Among thèse, abortion takes pride of place.

In effect it seems that "no developed country has

reduced its birthrate without considérable recourse

to abortion, whether illégal or not ; and that no

undeveloped country will be able to achieve its ob

jective of fertility control without a major use of

16. Birth rate limitation in its relations with deve-
lopment policy has been studied by P. PRADERVAND,
under the title : La pzuK dzmogKapklquz, in Bco-
nomlz Zt Humanl*mz, n° 2 15, January-February 1974,
pp. 6 1-71. This well-documented study leads us
to wish the intégral publication of the doctorate
thesis of author, mentioned in note 2 1 : Lz* poll-
tlquz* dz population zn K^Klquz ^Kancopkonz dz
V0uz*t : ob*taclz* Zt po**lbllltz*,Université de
Paris, Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes, 1972-73,
2 vol. For Africa, see S.H. OMINDE and al., L'ac-
cKol**zmznt dz la population zt VavznlK iconoml-
quz dz VK^KlquZ, studies sponsered by the "Popu
lation Council", New York, Fr. éd. acquired by
G. Harcourt, Paris, 1974.

17. J. BOURGEOIS-PICHAT and S.A. TALEB, Un taux d'ac-
cKol**zmznt nul pouK lz* pay* zn volz dz dzvzlop-
pzmznt zn Van 2000. Rêve, ou Kzalltî 1, in Popu
lation, 25, 1970, n° 5, pp. 957-974.
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18
abortion, légal or otherwise".

18. M. potts, PKoblzm* and *tKatzgy, in M. POTTS and
Cl. WOOD, Hzu) Conczpt* . .., p. 11 s. - It is true
that some authors tend to diminish the importance
of the relationship between abortion and a décline
in the birthrate. Hubert GERARD writes on this
subject : "Even if it is bound to entail^rather
depressing effects, abortion libéralisation does
not seem to necessarily entail a fall in fecun-
dity, nor even a noticeable persistent accentua
tion of the existing décline", in Placz dz la KZ-
pKz**lon dan* la *olutlon dz* pKoblzmz* dzmogKa-
pklquz*, an article which appeared in the RZVUZ
dz VUnl\)ZK*ltZ dz BKUXZUZ*, 19 75, n 2-3, pp.248-
265 ; the quotation is on p. 259. The quotation
by Dr POTTS however démonstrates that abortion is
on the whole a favourite (if we may say so) System
among ail the practices advocated by the anti
natalist movements, and this supposes the recogni
tion of a direct relationship between abortion
and birth rate décline. This relationship, report
ed by Dr POTTS, is clearly affirmed by most experts.
See for example Emily CAMPBELL MOORE-CAVAR, IntZK-
natlonal InvzntoKy..., p.640 : "Conceptually, abor
tion and contraception must be considered as com-
plementary éléments employed in a total system
of birth planning and fertility control . And
she spécifies : "Abortion is often descnbed as
the most widely practiced form of birth central
and possibly also the means by which the^reatest
numbers of births hâve been averted ... ^uced
abortion played a prominent rôle m the déclines
in fertility expériences in the de^lo^d ™^'
Changes in abortion laws ... hâve *?*» f°"°?**
in some cases by dramatic déclines in fertility
(p 641). As to him, Prof. S0UT0UL asks ï ' To«katlzizl do pzoplz *zt tkz avzKagz l"**™*'*
Intzlllgzncz Katz to bz *o daK+ng f * £iï£
ok JLn*<tnczKA,ty that znz nunawu* \,n u«k*i-tn$kyzmbKyo* and ioztu* tkKo*n ^^ ^ tkz \^taU
and cllnlc** InclnzKatoK* can bz kzld oi no ac
ZuntUlttaJ,ntaln tkz ^^^^S\^\\T^^tM d'unz loi, p. 215; the author himself «e
sed the entire quotation ; see Id., ibJLd., PP -
229.
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Militant BlKtk ContKol

In the eyes of the United States, pursuing a mal
thusien campaign is playing for high économie and
political stakes. This is confirmed first of ail by
the unprecedented promotion of research into contra
ception and abortion by great American corporations.
Malthusian propaganda highlights the possibility of
enormous profits ... to which certain laboratories

are not insensible, hence the traffic in foetuses.

Thus, Upjohn Laboratories hâve undertaken unprecedent
ed investirent to perfect what is euphemistically cal-
led "post-ovarian contraception" (sic), "restoring
normal menstruation" or "menstrual extraction" (resic),
in other words, abortion.19' 20 a décisive advance
in research would guarantee them a quick amortis ation

of capital and substantial profits. Again, permissive
législation will hâve to be made gênerai so that foe

tuses may be expelled as, with respect, a solitary
worm is expelled.

19. The abortion favouring literature abounds in eu-
phemisms, périphrases, metaphors, antiphrases,
etc. Last named is from Dr Karman - but réfé
rence is also made of IntzKczptlon, mzn*z* In
duction, mlnl*uctlon, etc.

20. The Upjohn Company well justified their research
programme in this field in a pamphlet to their
employées. This pamphlet is entitled Mzdlcal
aboKtlon ; Upjokn pKz*znt* vlzvo to zmployzK*.
kboKtlon *tand alKzd. Sclzntl\lc Kolz makz* Up
jokn non-political. The pamphlet reads a.o. :
"The Upjohn Company hopes that timely use of
prostaglandins - bz{oKZ a tzcknlcally-dz£lnzd
pKzgnancy ko* occuKKzd - will virtually eliminate
any need to consider an abortion" (we stressed).
In brief, référence could not be made to abor
tion, as long as the pregnancy diagnosis was not
positive. Abortion is made superfluous, owing
to the timely use of prostaglandins, sold by Up
john ! A good example of a "scientific" joke for
the benefit of business !
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But the interest taken in research and birth

control campaigns stretches far outside the commer

cial laboratories : major financial groups support

them directly or indirectly. The Ford Foundation and

the Rockefeller Foundation, to mention only two, give

gênerous support to organisations for making contra-
21ception known in ail its forms . The Population

Council22 founded by John D. Rockefeller III in 1952
and known for its work in Korea and Formosa, the

Pathfinder Fund with headquarters at Boston, the Po

pulation Référence Bureau, the Population Crisis Com-
mittee and the International Planned Parenthood Fédé

ration (IPPF) with headquarters in London figure pro-

21. We hâve denounced the influence of such groups
In tzmpoKz non *u*pzcto in our study L'avoKtzmznt,
pKobllmz poJUtlquZ, Université de Louvain, Dépar
tement de Science politique, two printings, 1974
and 1975. The enquiry was continued by Dr E.
TREMBLAY in L} kUalKZ RockzizllzK. L'EuKOpZ OCCX-
dzntalz zn dangzK, no place, no date (Rueil-Mal-
maison, 1978), which groups together studies car-
ried out in 1976 and 1977. Also a demogr.aph, Dr
Tremblay is at présent preparing other works on
the problems we are tackling hère.

22. The Population Council disposes of such means in
the fields of research and action, that it holds
an exceptional position at the world level in
the study of population problems. This institu
tion is in a position to intimidate not only the
démographie research centres, butalso the govern-
ments and the international organisations. On
Tts founder, see Frank W. NOTESTEIN In mzmOK+am.
Jokn V. RockzizllzK 3Kd : A pzK*onal appKzc+atcon,
in Population and Vzvzlopmznt Re»tw>, September
1978 n° 3-4, pp. 501-508. - John D. ROCKEFELLER
himsêlf clearly exposed his leading ideas in a
conférence held in August 1974 in Bucharest, where
he was the guest of the IUSSP. The text of thisn encl was published in ^ulflon and VZVZ-
lopmznt Rzvlzvo, Ibld., PP- 509-5 16, under the title.
Population gKoutk : tkz Kolz oi tkz dzvzlopzd WoKld.
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minently among thèse organisations.

Thesè institutions and the ideas which they cham

pion are heavily supported in the U.S.A. financially,

scientifically and politically. This is particular-

ly the case with the IPPF with which the Belgian As

sociation for Family Planning and the French Family

Planning Movement are associated.

Thèse bodies are supported not only by private

foundations, but also by government organisations such

as the National Institute of Health in the U.S.A. and

U.S.A.I.D. (United States Agency for International De-
24

velopment) . If there fore public authorities m

certain countries hâve rightly decided to start enqui-

ries conséquent upon the discovery of bribes paid by

23. As regards the IPPF, réf. to M. POTTS aiid Cl.WOOD,
NzvO Concept* ..., which abunds in information
wherefore no comments are necessary. The IPPF
gathers organisations from a hundred odd coun
tries. The Victor-Bostrom Fund alone, which was
established in Washington, granted annualy from
1968 to 1973 at least one million US dollars to
the IPPF. This is explicitely stated in the
pamphlet published by the Victor-Bostrom Fund for
the ippf, entitled Pamlly Planning : împKovlng
OppoKtunltlz* &0K Itiomzn, Report n° 18, spring 1974,
p. 2. - Other movements, among which Population
Zéro, Procréation planifiée, Sierra Club (after
Dr and Mrs WILLKE,Handbook on abortionLquoted on
p. 6 note 3], p. 183); Asia Foundation, Christian
Aid, Church World Service, Commonwealth Fund,
Josiah Macy Foundation (after P. PRADERVAND, Lz*
pay* nanti* ..., p. 33, note 1), should be added
to the above mentioned.

24. According to P. PRADERVAND, Lz* pay* nanti* ...,
p. 33, note 1, among ail those organisations,
the US AID holds the lionfs share and spends for
birth limitations as much as ail the other or
ganisations together (i.e. 75 million US dollars
for the 1969-1970 fiscal year).
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Lockheed, they might well perhaps be inspired to in-

vestigate the real source of the funds available to

the clamourously militant organisations favouring
abortion.

The heterogeneous nature of the motives put for-

ward by the birth control associations is in itself

disquieting and revealing. Thèse motives vary accord-

ing to the audience, and, depending on circumstances

of time and place, may be presented either in a scholar-

ly or in a popular way. Sômetimes there is a statement

of eugenic considérations, sômetimes an appeal to

women's libération, sômetimes économie and social ar

guments are flourished.

It is well understood that in rich countries the

main appeal has been to the libération of women and

its corollaries. The necessities of tactics require

it. But since the sixties, birth control organisations

hâve developed économie and social arguments strongly.

In doing this, they attract attention and then obtain

a hearing from government or international organisa

tions worried about the world population explosion.

The influence of malthusian ideas is increasingly mark-

ed in the various U.N. organisations ... the Commis

sion on Population, the Economie and Social Council,

the World Health Organisation, the International Labour

Organisation, UNESCO, the International Bank for Re-
25

construction and Development.

25. See B. suitters, Tkz IntzKnatlonal iamlly planning
mO\JZmznt ..., in M. POTTS and Cl. WOOD, blzu) COn-
czpt* ..., pp. 31 ff., 34-35. See also R. SYMONDS
and M. CARDER, Tkz Unltzd Wallon* and tkz Popula
tion quz*tlon, Sussex University Press, London,
1973.
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FKom Imitation to kllznatlon

There is now no difficulty in seeing that beyond

the interpersonal or national problem, the libéralisa

tion of abortion turns out to be an économie, social

and political problem on a world-wide scale. On the

level of relations between the West and the Third

World, the conséquences of the libéralisation of abor

tion are incalculable. Whether in Central Africa,

the Near East, the Amazon Basin or South-East Asia,

récent history provides too many well-known examples

of ethnocide, génocide, extermination of ail kinds

for us to be able to feign ignorance with a clear

conscience. One would wish man would become incapable

of humiliating, exploiting, dominating, killing his

own kind. But the facts bring us back to modesty and
, . 26

realism.

Intellectually-, our Western countries hâve allow-

ed themselves to be unduly impressed by the ambiguous

success of the American model. We hâve lost the ini

tiative in politics. In consumption matters, we hâve

given way too naively to American standards. In mo

de lling its législation on that of the Anglo-Saxon

countries, especially the U.S.A., the West is giving

up its moral autonomy for the benefit of the strong-

est.

Having reached the summit of its power, and in spite

of its expressly libéral form of government, the U.S.A.

26. The relation between violence and domination has
been analysed in : Fr. WERTHAM, A *lgn &0K Coin,
kn zxploKatlon oi kuman vlolzncz, coll. Warner
paperback Library, 2nd éd., NY, 1973. See in
particular chapter VI : Tkz \Kaltku* Uytk, pp. 93-
1 13.
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cannot prevent itself from behaving as the dominant

power with respect to other nations. From thèse na

tions, it requires dependence, rather than sharing.

Ail must bow before the Raison d'Etat : its interests

make the law. "... As soon as force makes the law,

its effect changes with the cause ; a force which

overcomes the first succeeds to its rights. As soon

as disobedience goes unpunished, it becomes legitimate,

and since the strongest is always right, it is only

necessary to behave in such a way that one is the
27

strongest".

And yet, quickly shaken by the arguments of autho-

rity, bemused by the computer "oracles", we become

weaklings in the face of the masterly graphs of MIT,

the cries of alarm of P. and A. Ehrlich and the scarce-

ly veiled blackmail of Mr McNamara. Nevertheless, we

scarcely wonder what deep motives dictate their para-
28

meters and sélection of variables to the technocrats.

Even hère, in Europe, how many remain calm in the face

of a systematie bombardment of outlook and public opi-
029

mon ?

27. J.-J. ROUSSEAU, Lz ContKat Social, vol. I, Ch. 3,
éd. of M. HALBWACHS, coll. Bibliothèque philoso
phique, Paris, 1943, p. 67.

28. Justice is made of some "pièces of évidence" or^
stéréotypes in the relevant field, by F. BEZY, in:
VzmogKapklz zt *ou*-dz\)zloppzmznt. PKopo*ltlon*
antl-maltku*lznnz*, Institut dfétudes des pays en
développement, Etudes et Documents, 7404, Louvain,
June 1974.

29. On the subject, we welcome the works of Alfred
SAUVY, and in particular CKûl**ancz IzKO ? See
in particular part II, on Population, pp. 77-163.
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BuKopz : \Kzan* oi Domination ?

If we are not very vigilant, the Western vassal

will soon be called upon to co-operate in the greatest
human hecatomb of ail time. For fear that this might
not suffice, "deferred infanticide" will be completed
by some "anticipated infanticide".30 To achieve this,
Western governments, prompted by certain private as

sociations, must first agrée to legislate in aceordance

with the wishes of the "patron" State. Britain kad to

be a pioneer in the libéralisation of abortion (1976

Act of Parliament) so that its "example" could be more

easily followed in the former empire, notably in India

(1971 Act) . Should France fall into step so that in

due course the peoples of French speaking Africa, in

deed Latin America or the Middle East, are persuaded

to follow its example ? From this point of, view, the

libéralisation of abortion is the price which develop-

ed countries must pay to stem the tide of the Third

World.

Thus, having internalised neo-malthusian ideology,

Europe will be ready to support a policy which the

Superpowers can spread in the Third World. Thus United

States, especially, can quote its own example as au-

thority. No doubt some European governments already

contribute to family planning campaigns in the Third

World,31 but up until now they hâve done so fairly
discreetly and sômetimes with a guilty conscience.

However it is for quite other reasons that the

U.S.A. is waiting for Europe to agrée publicly, un-

30. See G. BOUTHOUL, L1 Iniantlcldz dlUtKZ, Paris, 1970

31. See B. suitters , Tkz IntzKnatlonal iamlly planning
' movzmznt ..., in M. potts and cl. wood, New con

cept* ..., pp. 35 ff., 39.
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conditionally and without réservations to radical me-

thods of controlling life. Thèse reasons are économie

and financial. The fact that the population of Western

Europe is ageing actually favours the long term invest-

ments made by the U.S.A. ... there is nothing like doing
32

business with a senile and manageable debtor. Then,

Western European caution will favour American world

plans. Europe, already dominated, will soon find it

self the means of control. The United States will

turn the suicidai practices which it introduced into

Europe to its own account ; it will be able to invoke

Western précèdent, indeed claim its support in carrying

out intra-uterine génocide wherever its interests re-

quire. The American way to world domination lies

through moral conquest and inteliéetuai control as

much as through économie conquest.

If one allows oneself to be conditioned by the

dominating ideology and fascinated by the model of
development of former colonial masters it is easy to
admit as obvious the need to control births, especial-
ly in the Third World.33 Nevertheless, it is not dif-

32. The Western demographers hâve not ail Sauvy s
clairvoyance and independence of mind when they
tackle this problem. See in particular Coût Zt
\JalzuK dz la vlz kumalnz, or the striking article
on Lz *zul znnzml, la \Jlzlllz**z, in Lz Houvzl
Ob*ZKVatzuK, n° 592, 15-21st March 1976, p. 35.

33. During the first half of the eightteenth century,
France was the most populated country in Europe.
To some historians, this is one of the major
reasons for the boom in agriculture, manufactur-
ing and the economy generally, leading to the 1789
reforms. This thesis was brilliantly confirmed
and precised by Kuznets' works . Contranly to
Malthus' assertion, this famous economist demons-
trated that a démographie boom entailed an in-
crease in wealth. See Population, **ventt e* Ctt-
pltal, in the Bullztln IntzKnatconal dz* *^*«*
*oclaïz*, 1954, pp. 181-188 ; UndzKdzvzlopzd coun-

•••/••♦
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ficult to understand that the U.S. guarantee is not
sufficient to get the libéralisation of abortion accept-
ed everywhere. Despite the pressures to which they are
subject, many Third World countries see. perfectly clear
ly the underlying reasons for recommending birth con-

34
trol. To their honour, their vigour made them heard

.../... tKlz* and tkz pKz-lndu*tKlal pka*z* In tkz
advanczd countKlz*. kn attzmpt at compaKl*on (1954),
in : A. AGARWALA and F. SINGH, Tkz ZCOnomlc* o\
undzKdzvzlopmznt, Oxford University Press, London,.
1958, pp. 153 ff. - R.L. SASSONE cornes to similar
conclusions. See Handbook oi Population, p. 115,
qu. 524 ; p. 127, qu. 622 and Chapter VI on Quall-
ty Oi Ll\z, pp. 120-122. See also P. SINGER, VI-
nâmlca populaclonal z Vz*znvolvlmznto. 0 papzl do
cKz*clmznto populaclonal no dz*znvolvlmznto zconô-
mlco, SSTo Paulo, CEBRAP, 1971. Well documented
popularisation file in Carlo M. CIPPOLA, L%ZXplo-
*lon dzmogKapklquz, Bibliothèque Laffont des grands
thèmes, no date & no place, (Lausanne - Paris,
1975).

34. This attitude of réticence clearly appears in M.V.
DE ASSIS PACHECO, Hzocolonlati*mo z contKolo da
natalldadz, Rio de Janeiro, 1968 ; J.I. HlÎBNER
GALLO, El mlto dz la zxplo*lon dzmogKailca. La
autoKzgulaclôn natuKal dz la* poblaclonz* , Buenos
Aires, 1968. Refer also to P. PRADERVAND, Lz*
pay* nanti* ..., and La pzuK dzmogKapklquz.- As
a Brazilian expert puts it : "The (August 1974
Bucharest World Population) Congress was not seen
without appréhension by a number of member coun
tries. Thèse are concerned about it being used
as an additional means of birth limitation. Ac-
cording to the Brazilian government and many other
national movements reflecting public opinion, in-
cluding movements from the opposition parties,the
présent population growth pace - far from being
harmful - is bénéficiai to development and it must
be analysed along with other parallel criteria.
In geopolitical terms, if a population numbering
200.000.000 inhabitants (which Brazil will proba-
bly reach on the XXIst century eve)does not make
a big power of a country, the opposite is also true,
and there is no big power without a numerous popu
lation" : J.C. BRANDI ALEIXO, A potitlca dzmogKa-
ilca do Bko*11. Con*ldzKaçoz* *ôbKzj>ua natuKzza,
ImpULcaçOZ* Z C0n*zquznda*, Fundaçao Universidade
de Brasilia, Série politica, 1, Brasilia, 1973,

. . • / ...
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at the World Population Conférence in Bucharest from
35

the I9th to the 30th August 1974. They know, better

than any, that the United States has displayed its

will to power too much for other countries to be wil-

ling to give up their systematie suspicions : the

United States1 aim of domination remains the same,

but its methods improve. At the same time, there is

no domination without control of people. War, ethno-

cide, abortion, are ail tactics serving the same

strategy. Supposing that abortion carries the day,

then never will so many innocents be so usefui ...

"What strange times we live in !" they sigh. But

there is much more to it than this. The pro-abortion-

ists hâve illustrious godfathers and even claim noble

ancestors i The Marquis de Sade, who, to be illumin-

ist, was no demoerat, was already warning his contem-

poraries about the seriousness of the démographie
danger. He was quick to draw lessons from the French
Révolution. "In France, where the population is much

.../... p. 30. In 1971, Dr Han SUYIN, the famous ex
pert on China wrote : "The exploited inthe world
are very conscious of the genocidal policies of
racism. That is why in Africa many of the popula
tions are hostile to family planning.^ They know
that the population explosion theory is a racist
invented myth. They know that they are under -
not over - populated and that their poverty isnot
because of too many people, but that to be a mi-
nority is to be weak" (from : Kacz Kzlatcon*
and tkz TklKd WoKld, article of Racz, 13, 1971,
p. 9 ; quoted in Robert BENEWICK, R.N. BERKI,
Bhikhu parekh (publ.), Knoulzdgz and BzUzi Ajfi
Polltlc*. Tkz pKoblzm oi Idzology, London, 1973,
p. 24.

35. The acta of this conférence hâve been published
under the gênerai title : "Tkz population dzbatz:
Vlmzvulon* and PzK*pzctlvz*. PapzK* oi tkz WoKld
Population ConizKzncz, BuckaKZ*t, 1974, (Depart
ment of Economie and Social Àffairs. Population
Studies, n° 57), 2 vol., United Nations, New York,
1975, 676 and 726 p.
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too numerous, the number of children should be fixed

and ail the rest mercilessly drowned ... The govern

ment, master of thèse children and of their number will

necessarily hâve as many supporters as it has brought

up, and the State will not hâve to care for thirty

thousand poor in the cities in time of famine. It is

carrying respect for a little bit of fertilised matter

too far to imagine that one could not, when necessary,
36

destroy it before term or even much afterwards". What

an astonishing suggestion !

Ail in ail, the présent world campaign for the li

béralisation of abortion draws freely from the classics

of domination. It can be seen as a gigantic hoax, for

the beneficiaries of a campaign of this sort ... if it

36. Lz* pKO*p&Kl£z* du \)lcz, p. 55. - In the opposite
direction and from a contemporary, se.e Saint-Just,
EcKlt* po*tkumz*, i :.La *ocllti, in "Ozuvkz* ckol-
*lz*", J. Gratien publisher, coll. Idées, Philo
sophie, 159, Paris, 1968, pp. 312-3.19. - See also
the astonishing passage of the Exodu*, 1, 8-22 :
"Now there arose up a new king over Egypt, which
knew not Joseph. And he said unto his people, Be-
hold, the people of the children of Israël are more
and mightier than we : Corne on, let us deal wise-
ly with them ; lest they multiply, and it corne to
pass, that, when there faileth out any war, they
join also unto our enemies, and fight against.us,
and so get them up out of the land. Thèrefore they
did set over them taskmasters to afflict them with
their burdens. And they built for Pharaoh treasure
cities. But the more they afflicted them, the
more they multiplied and grew. And they were griev-
ed because of the children of Israël ... And the
king of Egypt spake to the Hebrew midwives, ....
And he said.: When ye do the office of a midwife
to the Hebrew women, and see them upon the stools ;
if it be a son, then ye shall kill him : but if
it be a daughter, then she shall live. But the
midwives feared God, and did not as the king of
Egypt commanded them, but saved the men children
alive... Thèrefore God dealt well with the mid
wives : and the people multiplied, and waxed very
mi ghty".



96

is to succeed ... would be the présent day empires,

and not the nations of the Third World, nor of Western

Europe. The birth control recommendations addressed

to the Third World are frequently high comedy since,

by comparison with rich countries, they are often under-

populated, consume less, waste less, pollute less, eat

less ... and their people hâve a lower expectation of
37

life. The comedy becomes somewhat bitter when one

is aware that the grants for what is euphemistically

called family planning are very often charged to the

budgets for aid to public health, médical services,

éducation and nutrition. What fine hypocrisy it is to

eut down on caring, feeding, teaching, so as to finance

stérilisation and abortion.

On the other hand, for Europe, liberalising abor

tion means anticipating the wishes of the U.S.A. and

theirs above ail. From the point of view of mainland

America, the dominating desires, whether of poor

countries or of Western Europe are the same. Whether

the latter is lured by the spell of consumption, or

the former subdued by a régime of force is simply a

question of convenience.

37. If we assume as a game that a US citizen consumes
on an average as much as 15 Chinese, 20 Bolivians
or 25 Congolese, we could, starting from this
hypothesis, theoretically conclude two things :
First : if we eliminate one North-American citizen,
we free enough goods to meet the consumption needs
of 15 Chinese, 20 Bolivians or 25 Congolese.
Second : The absolute volume of the goods consum-
ed remaining equal and constant to its présent
situation, the population of the United States
could be multiplied by 15, 20 or 25, provided
the Americans accept to live on the Chinese,Boli-
vian, or Congolese standards !
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Boiiouoed Spectacle*

The U.S.A. is perfectly aware that Europe and only

Europe can challenge the American model of development

and invent a new style of relationship with the Third

World. It is évident that the power and the économie,

scientific and political potential of Europe are of

a kind to which American ambitions are sensitive. It

follows that it is in the interest of thé U.S.A. for
38

the European population to stagnate or even diminish.

M. Giscard d'Estaing himself has sounded the alarm :

"Décadence in the West can hâve only one cause ... po

pulation. As of now, the population of Europe is
39

scarcely increasing". The centre of impérial power

could not allow a European confédération which it does

not control to assert itself, as othe:çwise this con

fédération could checkmâte the emprire or dispute its

I aims.

38. The bibliographie notes given pa66lm on the subject
can be complemented by some works. On démographie
conjuncture in Europe, see La conjoncture démo gra
phique en Europe, in Population, 28, November-Decem-
ber 1973, n° 6. - On world population, see e.g.
Et demain, combien ?, in Le. Coutille*, de l'UNtSCO
(27th May 1974) on the occasion of the World Vear
oi Population ; J.-M. POURSIN, La population mon
diale, Paris, Seuil, 1971. As far as Franceis
concerned, see D. NOIN, Géographie démographique
de la Vtiance, Editions de l'Université de Rouen,
Paris, 1973. - To get an idea of the gravity of
the démographie problem in Belgium, it should be
interesting to glance at the liminary charts pu-
blished in the îïnd Knnual RepOJlt of the Fédéra
tion des Entreprises de Belgique, under the head-
ing, L'EntreprJUe et la Société belge d'aujour
d'hui, Bruxelles, juin 1974. Read also the
frightening study on the V*io{ll de la population
belge, pp. 3-5 1.

39. Answers to Mr J.-L. SERVAN-SCHREIBER on the broad-
casting of I6th October 1978 of TF 1.
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An exhaustive debate on abortion cannot treat thèse

aspects of the problem by simple preterition. A priori,
neither the good faith, nor the honesty of intention,

nor the respect for human suffering which inspire many
of those who support the libéralisation of abortion can

be challenged. It is none the less true that one trem

bles at the idea that, without being clearly aware of

it, they might fall into formidable trap of ideological

colonisation by the Superpowers. Do its supporters

count the cost, appreciate the implications and poli-

tical conséquences of their claims ? Do they not see

the West and the Third World through borrowed glasses?

Force is extraordinarily fascinating when its true face

is concealed beneath the lying veil of service and com

passion? It is impossible not to fear a certain obse-

quiousness towards the great and capitulation to chal

lenge. Strangely the exceptional challenge which ques

tions our independence, our autonomy, our values, our

world-wide audience, is hardly mentioned in the debate.

Yet Rousseau has warned us : "The strongest is never

strong enough to remain the master unless he transforms

force into law and obédience into duty".

A Prlvlleged Variable

It is a priority task to expose vigorously the

inteliéetuai cheating which gives the démographie

variable a privileged position in debates on grewth
41 .and development. From the American point of view

40. J.J. ROUSSEAU, Le contrat hoclal, loc. cit., Ibld.
41. That is precisely what P. PRADERVAND undertook,

after Gunnar MYRDAL, in La, peur démographique, p. 66.
See also f.bezy, Démographie et -6oo4-développement.-
The supporters of the peur démographique (démogra
phie fear) prétend to ignore the dramatic progress
which can reasonably be expected in the near future
in the fields of food production (particularly
cereals), energy (in particular nuclear energy)
and even contraception. Therefore, they avoid con-
sidering positive action in the fields of political
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it is bound to be so, since the thirst for enrichment,
consumption and waste is pushed to extrêmes. This is
only possible at the price of a vast concentration of
resources, by excluding any possibility of sharing and
by hallowing inequalities.

Western Europe, faithful to its libéral and social-

ist traditions, can look at the problem very different-
ly. It remains to be seen whether, instead of pressing
others not to rèproduce themselves, we are disposed
to consume less, to waste less and to share more.42
Do we consider that the degree of a people's civilisa

tion is to be measured by its avérage revenue per in

habitant ? Do we react when faced with the militarisa

tion of national économies ?

Truly, the problem of abortion démonstrates the

need for a well-understood socialisation.'Not that

which makes the State ail powerful, nor that which

would restore obsolète privilèges to a party, a class

or a race. New rights and duties, deriving on the one

hand from the situation of relative poverty, and on the

other from gross inequalities, would be assigned to pu

blic authorities as much for prévention as intervention.

.../... décision making - except naturally the déci
sion that would défend their own cause.

42. Ail the same, Malthus does not merely consider
either a préventive check on the population, by
trying to delay the marriage âge or a positive
check, by increasing the death rate due to bad
and unsufficient food. Malthus puts in astonish-
ingly modem considérations on the relations be-
tween private property, profit, production and
productivity, imbalances in soil distribution,
plant ownership, consumption variability ... Ail
thèse are problems that we often summarize in
one single expression "agrarian reform". - See
for instance A lummary vleu) oh the Prlnclple* o{
Population, 1838, in : On population. Three e&-
6ay6, coll. Mentor books, 295, New York, 1960,
pp. 32-35.
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To libéralise abortion without again challenging

consumption habits and without a fiscal policy less

concerned with looking after the interests of the

super-rich and more attentive to the rights and needs

for ail, is to seek a démagogie alibi as an excuse

for not carrying through a programme to which one is

well and truly committed. It is treating the consé

quences of the evil, not its cause ; it is confusing

the person responsible with the victim. It is giving

cowardly consent to making human beings the innocent

victims of a society one is pretending to reform. In

fine, it is a backward step towards the worst eccentri-

cities of libéral egoism.

In the same way the world situation encourages

Europe to be self-critical and to show more sincerity
43

towards both itself and the Third World. In most

poor countries, a national minority has adopted the

ostentations consumer habits of the West. To maintain

their life style, thèse minorities must necessarily

exploit the rest of the local population, often with

the assent of foreign companies. It is too convenient

to accuse thèse minorities and to rebuke them. Effec

tively, the European life style holds a great fascina

tion for them, and therefore, in re-defining their

fundamental objectives and in preparing to go into

the XXIst century, Western Europe might prompt thèse

minorities to rethink their habits. Thèse minorities

could soon encounter two models for development ;

first, the American, the other, more convincing, inspir-
ed by Europe. Ail in ail, the discussions on abortion
remind Western Europe of two urgent and associated tasks

safeguarding its identity, and restoring its credibi-

lity in the Third World.

43. We hâve developed this thème in La provocation
chinoise, coll. Terres de Feu, 13, Paris, 1973.
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I 1. The literature on this question is copious. Let Ts
! only recall H. bonnet, Liberté de Vavortement et
I libération deh hemme*, in Lumière et Mie, 21, n°
| 109, August-October 1972, pp. 35-43 ; D. SCHULDER
| and F. Kennedy, kvartement. Droit deh hemmeh , coll.
1 Cahiers libres, Paris, 1972. The IPPF point of
| view is exposed in Vamlly Planning. ïmprovlng op-
| portunltleh hor Women. The publishers even asked
I Empress Farah Dibah to endorse this report !
I
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CHAPTER VIII. WOMEN AND VOLUNTARY SUBJECTION

We must consider whether the change in values which

the libéralisation of abortion assumes on the politic-
al level is the ransom to be paid to promote the libé
ralisation of women. In the history of the émancipa
tion of women, hâve we perhaps reached a dead end ? -

Could we hâve arrived at a point where, to carry through
this émancipation, one should hope for a political

régime inspired by the totalitarian expérience rather

than by a longstanding démocratie tradition ? Of

course, asking the question in thèse terms is the same

as answering it. It is hard to see, in effect, what

particular interest a totalitarian régime.could hâve

in the libération of women, nor how it could commit

itself to such an undertaking without finally destroy-

ing itself ...

Opium o£ the Century

Feminist movements which are favourable to abortion

take good care not to look at the problem in this way.

Reading their publications, everything seems to take

place as though the primary object of liberalising

abortion were to emancipate women. Eugénie, démo-
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graphie, socio-economic considérations are not strange

to them, but they scarcely appear in the forefront of

the argument. Reassuring descriptions of modem abor

tion techniques are often included in thèse movements'
propaganda. The simplicity of such techniques is
praised. Much is made, without undue exaggeration,
of the painlessness of the opération, of the absence
of risk, of after effects etc. Diagrams, photographs,
prospectuses rival each other in persuasiveness in an
effort to convince woman that from now on, it is easy

for her to be, according to the studied vulgarity of
the well-known expressions, "Mistress of her own body".

Now if it is conceded that the unborn child has

an existence which is distinct from that of its mother,
one cannot see what dispenses the mother from recognis-
ing the child in her womb, nor the State from protect-
ing that being.2 Entitled to rights in the eyes of
the law and of the politician, it is ail the more so
for its mother ; it is not because someone dépends on
me that I hâve control over him. And one could not
use the différences of bodily development as a pretext
for laying down such a radical inequality of rights
that the mother would hâve discretionary power over

her child. Her liberty, and a fortiori that of the
couple, is therefore limited by the inhérent rights
of the subject she carries and which public authorities
must get respected on the same basis as those of any

Anybody is free to get rid of one's appendix or of
one's spleen. To hâve a diseased organ removed and
to extract an embryo are two very différent things.
The embryo is not "an organ just like another . It
Salready distinctive ;another is al-ady présent.
Besides, that is the question : would man be sick
f the Other ?
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For the same reasons, the child in the womb cannot

be treated as an "aggressor" against whom one could

légitimately défend oneself. The man and woman who

hâve sexual relations know the risk that thèse entai1

..• the appearance of a new human being. This know-

ledge of what is at stake is a commitment to a respon-

sibility which cannot be removed simply by eliminat-

ing the being actually conceived.

'. It is true that most of the feminist movements

j which favour abortion hardly dwell on thèse objective
j approaches. The colourblindness that too often cha-

racterises them, alas, often makes them into accessories

j to the aims of the new style imperialism. Since their
] principal concern is the émancipation of women in so

is ciety, it is through this that they will encounter

i the problems of maternity and abortion. It is also

ï from this political angle that we shall proceed.

1 Sortie years ago, a great Parisian weekly published

| a list of well-known women, most of them well off, who
A

\ had had abortiohs. A quick glance at this list is

3. On woman's rights, see M.-Th. MEULDERS-KLEIN, Con-
\ 6ldératlon6 ... (quoted p. 14, note 2), pp. 472-
i 482 ; Sade yearns for the era when fathers could
j décide on the right bf life and death on their
î children : "Man is free to take back what he gave
1 ... I will never understand why a father who was
| good enough to give life could not be free to give
j death as well. It is because of the ridiculous
1 value we set upon life that we eternally talk non-
| sensé on the sort of action that urges a man to
| get rid of his fellow-men". Ju&tlne ..., pp. 115-
} 117.

4. See Le manlhehte deh 343, in Le Wouvel Observateur,
April 5, 197 1. See also Le livre blanc de Vavor-
tement, Club de l'Observateur, cahier 2, Paris,1971.
On abortion abroad, see for instance Ph. VAN PRAAG,
PollkllnJUche aborterlng van BelgUche vrouuien In
Uederland, in Bevolklng en Gezln, 1978, n°2, pp. 273-
282.
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an overwhelming démonstration of the close links be-

tween the consumer society, of which thèse women are

to sorne extent the advance guard, and resulting abor-

tions. The problem hère is to know whether our poli-

tical communities should base their législation on the

behaviour of that advance guard.

Hère, once again, we are going beyond the essen-

tially "private" problem of abortion. Contemporary

history shows us that when a society makes consumption

its main plan, it exacerbâtes the first for benefits

among its members. It stifles ail sensé of social

responsibility among them. The maximisation of pro

fits becomes the absolute standard of production and

the rule of conduct in gênerai. Produce, consume,

waste, this is the trinomial theorem inculcated with

enormous publicity. Since the major motivation is the

lure of profit, the citizen is first of ail a criss-

cross of desires and needs, which are always re-stimu-

lated at the moment when they are about to be satis-

fied. Thirst for consumption is the opium of the

century ; it even drives our rich countries to develop

the manufacture and trade in arms ; money has no smell.

It is précisely hère that one sees the pleasure

principle brought into action by consumption meeting

the force principle referred to earlier in connection

with totalitarian régimes. The encounter between he-

donism and violence, between Callicles and Gorgias

on the one hand and Protagoras on the other is not

pure chance.

Un£lnl&hed Révolution

Throughout time, the rich hâve enjoyed unjust pri

vilèges. They hâve twisted the law with total impunity

They hâve often dreamed of making actual law the reflec-
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tion and guardian of their interests. In spite of the
struggles undertaken and victories won, the rich, today,
defraud the revenue, indulge in drugs, waste and pollute

J more than is reasonable and hâve recourse, when occa-

é sion arise, to doctor-abortionists who are as oblig-
•\ ing as they are grasping : a çentury after Marx, so
j
! many abuses continue to put capitalist society to

•ij shame.

:: But the révolution which is now suggested is very

différent from those of the past. Thèse wanted to

| wipe out injustice in the name of a certain idéal of

I justice. That of the advocates of abortion seeks to

| déclare légal, and even just ... "to remove guilt
I from" ... an act our moral and légal tradition consi-

ders seriously reprehensible. They plead in its

favour that a well-endowed minority can obtain abor-

I tions with impunity. If some people are enriched by

| corruption, bribery, drug traffic, etc. then legisla-

| tion should be improved, controls tightened, sanctions
1 strengthened. It should be the same for the coldly
I perpetrated convenience abortion.

| It is therefore astonishing not to see women rebel-
| ling against the ambiguities which encumber a certain

| conception of their libération. Why do they not react
j more against everything which confines them to chattel
| status and makes them likely to be the first victims
j of bargain abortion ? If it is true that abortion on
I demand appears as a corollary of our consumer society,

I then we must challenge those aspects of our society
that encourage recourse to it, in order to liberate

women. It can be unequivocally stated that a society
1

5. See Ch. REVON, La loi et &e* Injustices, in Echange,
n° 104, January 1972, pp. 28-30.
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which treats itself to the luxury of maintaining ultra-

expensive armies and of sending men into space can al

low itself not only to cherish the aged and protect

the infirm, but also give effective help to unmarried

mothers and educate children hurled into existence by

imprudence or surprise.

From hère onwards we find the imperative of a so

cialisation which respects the individual. Rather

than thinking about libéralisation, it is urgent to

attack the causes of despàir which lead people to

envisage this solution. In fact the libéralisation

of abortion could not be advocated without extraordi-

nary bad faith, without first putting in hand fiscal

reforms to correct crushing injustices, judicial re-

forms removing class distinctions, strict régulation

of crédit and advertising, without challenging housing

and urban policy based on profit, without vehémently

denouncing everything which shamelessly exploits and

humiliâtes women (especially in the cinéma), without

embarking on a wages and family policy which would

remove from women the need to work outside their homes.

Claiming to libéralise abortion is nothing that a

farce as long as for a couple blinded by irresponsible

advertising, the wife has to worry to make ends meet

at the end of the month, and produce, in order to

earn her place in society ; as long as in the name of

anachronistic prudery there is no éducation in res-

ponsible fatherhood, or, in the name of the Malthusian
imperative, éducation in loving is reduced to initia
tion into contraception ; as long as a certain bour

geois hypocrisy continues to pénalise unmarried mothers
and ban them from society ; as long as paternity is

thought of as an accident, pregnancy as a disability

and the child as a parasite ...
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Liberation and Objectlilcatlon

The most surprising thing in this debate is that

some leaders of feminist movements favourable to abor

tion seem to hâve adopted the maie attitude to women.

They look at themselves from a masculine, objectifying,

sadistic point of view, diminishing themselves ; there

is much truth in the idea that at a certain point

in the dialectic process, the idéal of the slave seek-

ing freedom is to imitate his master and to look at

himself through his master1 s eyes. A rash libéralisa

tion of abortion, however, could only increase the

j oppression of which some women complain. In fact, the
4
| same sadism which overtakes the child and kills it,

| also strikes at the one who is called upon to carry
| it. It leads directly to increased domination by men :
| the great, the only beneficiaries of abortion on de-
} mand are men, who will see their empire extended. After
1I ail, "Wouldn't I be foolish to feél sorry for the chicken

I killed for my dinner ? ... Now the relationship of a

wife with her husband is of no more conséquence than

that between the chicken and me ; they are both dômest-

% ic animais to be made use of in the way designed by
n
S nature, with no more différence between them than that

i

S
tf

6. The reader will recognize hère some thèses of Sartre,
3 also developed in the works of Simone de BEAUVOIR,
& See références above, note 7, p. 66.

ij 7. Sade exposes his conception of human love, notably
I in Ju&tlne ..., pp. 170-176 and 214-218. - It is
| interesting to refer to the biting criticism to
I Marquis de Sade by J.-P. SARTRE, in Critique de la
jp raison dialectique, vol. I, Questions de méthode,
f Bibliothèque des Idées, Paris, 1960, in particular
I pp. 75 ff. - Among others, Sartre states the follow-
§ ing about the "divin Marquis" : "His famous sadism

is a blind attempt to re-affirm his warrior's rights
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What is more, if, in making love, women expérience

neither reciprocity nor récognition, how can they be
o

mclined to recognise and welcome their own child ?

Already oppressed by a society whose basic options one

is careful not to criticise, made "unidimensional",

"equalised" with men, reduced to the standard model

of producer-consumers, they will be subjected even

more to the impetuous caprices of possessive maies.

From being consumers, they will become objects of

consumption of a particular but anonymous kind, and

in the solitude of non-love, they will be the first

to bear the conséquences of their voluntary subjec-

tion.

/... in violence, basing them upon the subjective
quality of his person. This attempt is however
already penetrated by bourgeois subjectivism, the
nobility titles are replaced by an uncontrolled
superiority of the Ego. But from the start, his
violence momentum gets deflected,and when he wants
to go further ahead, it faces the capital idea :
the Idea of Nature. He wants to démonstrate that
Nature's law is the law of the Strongest, that
slaughter and torture are nothing else but a répé
tition of Nature's destructions etc. But the idea
contains a troublesome meaning for him : For each
man of his epoch (1789), be he noble or bourgeois,
Nature is basically good. Hence, the whole System
will deviate : as murder and torture do nothing
but imitate Nature, the worst crimes may be good
as will the best virtues be evil ... The resuit
will be this non sensé ideology : The only person
to person relation is the one twixt executioner and
victim". See however above : note 7, p. 107, the
ideas of Sartre himself.

G. FESSARD examines the relations between man and
woman in the light of the Hegelian dialectic Mas ter-
Slave in : De Vactualité historique, vol. 1, A la
recherche d'une méthode, coll. Recherches de Philo
sophie, 5, Paris, 1960, pp. 163-175.
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CHAPTER IX. REACTIONARY LEGISLATION

For ail that little attention is paid, debates on

abortion show clearly the grasp of the tentacles of

the consumer society and show clearly the radical

challenge to the principles on which our conception

of man and society is based.

Complète Recondltlonlng

To be in fashion, one must, among other things,

j reduce control of drugs and honour homosexuality. One
"I
| should also approve pre-marital sex, turn divorce
ï procédure into a commonplace, eliminate the risks of •
I
| infidelity. Thèse are ail rearguard actions whose
11 raison d'être disappears as soon as it is proposed

•il
I to libéralise abortion : the greater includes the

I less.
I

However, when looked at more closely and taking

account of its context, this législation is largely

reactionary. It starts from a precritical position

where the link between the plan to libéralise abor

tion and its political impact is not discerned. Beyond

abortion, it is a question of domination. Hère, this

domination resorts to the golden trap of consumption.

This could be a lesser evil if sexual consumption were

a form of consumption like any other. But in reality,
the libéralisation of abortion means that man, in his

relations with others, can put on one side ail sensé

of his own responsibility. This is to amputate reci
procity, one of the most characteristic dimensions of
the human relationship.
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Whole sectors of science and technology hâve for

long been at the service of the will to power. But

up until now, domination has been exercised through

the médiation of material objects. Man, the consumer,

is conditioned, his liberty is taken away ; but comfort-

ing idéologies salve his conscience. From this point

on, there is the danger of taking the final step. What

is suggested, is the exercise of the power of life

and death aseptically, legally, "morally". Science,

law, demography, morals, the most varied disciplines

are transformed into weapons in the service, of power

and mobilised for the control of humanity.

Liberty Expelled

Now the man who believes that he has rejected every

tabu, ail constraint, every means of self-repression

... what is he ? He is a being who, at the end of a

long séquence of abdications, will hâve totally expel

led his own liberty and responsibility and become

incapable of dialogue and sharing. Some prototypes

of this man of tomorrow hâve already been seen on the

cinéma ... a clockwork orange, a night porter. Society

will be peopled by beings for whom instinct will take

the place of reason. The best to be expected is that

they will create institutions in the image of their

passions and find their pleasures in idéologies which

are in keeping.

Hegel believed that the suprême aliénation was from

liberty. It is at this point that those who wish to
relax the législation controlling the trade and use

of drugs take their stand. But they hâve already made
some headway. For mère trifles, innocents are imprison-
ed, tortured, killed. Discharge is common and relapse
into crime prompt. Do the poor of the Third World

r^
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threaten our prosperity ? Mass stérilisation will make

them harmless and even grateful : they will get transis

tors by way of a bonus. Are the mentally sich a charge

on the country ? Never mind that, change the law :

mutilate them in mild cases ; in serious cases, the gas

chamber, even with coulour TV would be so much more

économie. Besides, in this connection, are thèse

people really human ? The old and the infirm do not

produce any more and divert money which could usefully

be invested in something productive. Euthanasia will

solve the problem discreetly and efficiently. In

every case, social security funds will re-imburse the

costs, and, should occasion arise, will even make a

grant to the happy heirs for a prématuré or deliberate

death. Friendly Societies will no longer be in défi

cit, taxes will fall, and motorways can be built. Does

recession threaten ? There is always a war to antici-

pate, undertake, carry on, instigate. Down with un-

employment ! And the Trade Unions will not disagrée

with that. But on the whole, there is greater dignity

for a human being even an idiot, in dying in Vietnam

than in passing directly from the womb to a hospital

refuse bin.
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CHAPTER X. THE HEART OF THE PROBLEM

Vrom National Security to Fan-Am2.rlc.anl6 m

Everyone knows of the important rôle of the ideology

of national security in the présent day military régimes

of Latin America. This ideology turns on the radica-

lisation of the East/West antagonism. Between thèse

two blocs, war is total. The enemy is external, but

by means of subversion, it is also within the Western

Bloc. The confrontation brings into action ail the

resources of the nations involved, military if neces-

sary, but also political, économie and "psycho-social".

This last includes ail the resources connected with the

mass média, éducation and research. This ideology éma

nâtes from a minority élite which claims the exclusive

right to define what is and what is not compatible with

the demands of the security of the nation within the

framework of total war. Thèse régimes therefore seek

the appearance of legitimacy in a strange contradic

tion ; the minority élite in power states as a fact

that the Nation is in a state of total war, but it is

on this "fact" that it bases its "mission" of national

safety. This élite no longer hésitâtes to identify

1. Several of our works hâve been devoted to this pro
blem. See in particular : Destin du Brésil. La
technocratie militaire et son Idéologie, coll. So
ciologie nouvelle, Situations, 6, Gembloux (Belgium),
1973 ; Demain le Brésil ?, coll. Terres de Feu, 20,
Paris, 1977 ; Militarisme et Sécurité nationale.
Perspectives brésiliennes et sud-américaines, in
L'annuaire du tiers-Monde, 1978; Paris, 1979, pp. 90-
101. Thèse works develop the points made hère and
contain a copious bibliography.
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the State and the Nation, the citizen and the indivi

duel, strategy and politics, and it subordinates deve

lopment to security.

As a resuit of this doctrine, ail the countries of

the Western world ought to make common cause to protect

their values. This version of the doctrines has been

developed by Latin-American theorists, b*ut it called
for clarification from the leading power of the Western

world. This clarification has been available since

1969 in the well-known "Report on the Americas" by

Nelson Rockefeller.2 This élucidâtes and develops
the Monroe Doctrine, formulated in 1823, which has

regulated relations between the U.S.A. and Latin Ame
rica ever since. Now Pan-Americanism as formulated
by Nelson Rockefeller is very. close to Brejnev's doc
trine of limited sovereignty. For Nelson Rockefeller,
the development of the American continent must be in-
tegrated ; the économies should complément each other,
news and information of ail kinds'should be better
distributed, defence programmes need co-ordination.

In the framework of total war, co-operation will be
total. Ail dépendent côuntries are satellites of the
"metropolitan" power, but some which are relatively
more developed will be promoted to the status of "pri-
vileged satellite". Some Latin American commentators
even specify that the American fortress must be re-
inforced if Western values are to survive in Latin
America. In this way they are linked with the Rocke
feller ideas : collaboration, already complète, will
take place from aposition of dependence. It is only
at this price that the American continent can meet

2. see The Rockefeller Report on the AmeUcas,duaàvan
gle books, Chicago, 1969.
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the challenge of the prevailing antagonism.

Vrom Pan-kmerlcanlsm to Globallsm

Since the end of the 1939-45 war, American diplomacy

has been dominated by the idea of "two blocs" which it

inherited from Ya.lta. With variations of emphasis,

this basic idea underlies such formulae as "cold war",

"zones of influence", "peaceful co-existence", "déten

te", and so on. Now from the time of the Yom Kippur

war and the 1973 oil crisis, certain American circles

began to see the importance of another division, the

North/South split. Bandoeng in 1955 already had the

air of a manifesto. But little by little, UNCTAD has

brought itself to the notice of industrialised countries,

From Geneva (1964) to Nairobi (1976) it has travelled

an appréciable distance. At the same time as the North/

South dialogue is becoming organised and institutionalis-

ed, the Third World is claiming a New International

Economie Order.

In a work which appeared in 1970, Mr Z. Brzezinski
3

had already drawn attention to the problem. The oil

crisis of 1973 was a catalyst. If oil producing coun

tries can organise themselves and threaten the founda-

tions of the economy of industrialised countries, what

will be the resuit if poor countries producing primacy

products décide to co-ordinate their action and impose

their own conditions on the rich ?

Zbigniewr brzezinski, Between two âges. kmerlca's
rôle In the technetronlc era, Penguin books, Har-
mondsworth, réédition 1978. In this outlay of Mr
Brzezinski^ ideas, we closely follow the book
quoted hère.
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To exorcise this ghost, Mr David Rockefeller, while

taking account of the ideas of Mr Brzezinski, transfer-
red his brother's earlier recommendations for dealing

with the East/West division to the North/South split.
More than this, and very importantly, he extended to
the whole world a view which in 1969 had hitherto been

limited to the American continent.

It was in this spirit that David Rockefeller, in
accordance with a spécifie suggestion made by Brzezins
ki, organised the Trilatéral Commission. The U.S.
A., Western Europe and Japan ought to seek a better
understanding since they are faced with a Third World
with a rapidly expanding population, which is likely
to organise itself, and on which industrialised coun
tries dépend for raw materials, energy and markets.

Hère again is the idea of security, but now adopted
by the Trilatéral. But in this view, the threat is
seen as coming from poor countries. The idea of inté
gration is also présent ;économies hâve become inter-
dependent ;rich countries ought not to devour that
strengthen each other. They should préserve and even
increase their advantages. The multinational appear
hère as an essential cog in the whole mechanism of
subjection. They provide for limited industrialisa
tion, but thanks to their expatriate headquarters,
they make it possible to control labour costs. They
keep the right to blackmail by factory closure if they

ITTT^r: La Trilatérale was in particular présent-
d in Le Monde diplomatique. See a. o.

ed in Le wonat, u^^u.i.^^t—- - -- ntiti o nnentSTONE, Le* pwU*an<M êcononu.qae-5 «^/^^j^n-
as?«s:.l'Eu s^^xtëg-«„
May 1978, n° 290, pp. 6-9 (BxbUography) .
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consider the workers' claims are exorbitant. They or
ganise compétition, but at the same time they control
it. Thèse compétitive relationships are in fact con-
fined to the world of the workers. In the world as
a whole, inequalities of wages constitute a division
factor which is maintained deliberately as a means of
control. In short, the multinationals guard their
oligopolies. They supervise and can slow down the

économie development of satellite nations.

On its side scientific research will hâve to be

intensified and concerted in order to guarantee con-

tinuous and décisive advance. High technology will

only be exported grudgingly, so that countries already

fairly highly industrialised will be unable to compete

with the sophisticated production of countries in the

post-industrial era, an oligopoly which such countries

intend to préserve jealously.

It may be noted hère that Nelson Rockefeller1s Pan-

Americanism is amplified, extrapolated and made total,

and this amounts to what Mr Brzezinski calls "globa-

lism". Before, it was a question of a new Pan-American

society. From now on, the interdependence of nations

makes it urgent to build a new strictly corporatist

world order. But, as in the Pan-American world, there

is a rapid transition from interdependence to depen-

dence. In fact, not ail countries, not even those in

the Trilatéral, are equally developed. Because of their

présence and commitments throughout the world, as well

as because of their économie, political and scientific

potential, the U.S.A. is entitled to consider itself

chargea with the duty of world leadership. It will

be helped in this task by satellites whose more or

less privileged status is a function of their relative

development. Western Europe is in the forefront, then
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Japan. They will develop, but development will be con-
trolled and dépendent. Austerity is no longer a virtue,
but a duty. It is ail the more necessary, it will be
said, to restrain growth and practise' économie malthu-
sianism in order to protect an environment threatened
by pollution.

Besides, the theoretical justification of "zéro
growth" appeared in 1972 in the Meadows Report and was
published by the Club of Rome, undertakings financed
by the Rockefeller group.

Communist countries would be unable to stay out of
this global plan. First in Une would be the more xn-
dustrialised countries (Romania, Jugoslavia), but China
itself deserves spécial mention. In short, the doctrine
named after H. Sonnenfeld, which présents the integrx-
ty of the communist world as acondition of world peace,
is seriously challenged.

Finally, the countries of the Third World will be
expected to collaborate as far as they can in thxs
integrated programme. But they should not be aggra-
vated by ancient methods of exploitation, since rxch
va 1 „= Thev must be allowedcountries need their resources. They mus
to develop, but under control. Amongst othe:«W.
one could transfer polluting industries declaredun
désirable by ecologists, to their terntory. They
must in any case be prevented from organxsxng them
selves behind the backs of more powerful ^°nS-"
Tould even be possible, following Mr ^ter"simple,
to make concessions to them in the field o hu^n
rights if such ameasure could give the illusxon of
a certain degree of démocratisation.

5. Cfr P- 8°» note 12>

L
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Pax kmerlcana or Chaos

We are therefore faced with a new and world-wide

expression of the old American messianic attitude.

"The fact is that much of the initiative and impetus

for an undertaking on so grand a scale will hâve to

corne from the United States. Given the old divisions

in the advanced world - and the weaknesses and paro-

chialism of the developing nations - the absence of

constructive American initiative would at the very

least perpetuate the présent drift in world affaires"

| After thus establishing the fact of a power vacuum,

[ Mr Brzezinski élaborâtes, "With Kennedy came a sensé
ï that every continent and every people had the right

\ to expect leadership and inspiration from America,
ï and that America owed an almost equal involvement to

j every continent and every people. Kennedy's evocative
l style ... stressed the universal humanism of the Ameri-
| can mission, while his romantic fascination with the
j conquest of space reflected his conviction that Ameri-
I ca's scientific leadership was necessary to its effect-
I ive world rôle. ... for better or for worse the United
1 States is saddled with major responsibility for shap-
î| ing the framework for change. This point of view is
! subject to easy misreprésentation and is highly un-
J popular in some circles. World conditions do not call
1 for aPax Americana, nor is this the âge of American
I omnipotence. Nevertheless, it is afact that unless
| the United States, the first global society, uses its
| prépondérant influence to give positive direction and
\ expression to the accelerating pace of change, that
3 change not only might become chaos - when linked to

the old conflicts and antipathies .- but could eventual-

| 6. Between two âges, p. 305.
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ly threaten the effort to improve the nature and the
character of American domestic life".

The thème of security appears hère again ; develop

ment must be dépendent on and subordinate to the se
curity of the Superpower. To sum up, we are faced
with a dilemma, Pax Americana or chaos.

Mr Brzezinski concludes, "To sum up : Though the
objective of shaping a community of the developed
nations is less ambitious than the goal of world go-
vernment, it is more attainable. It is more ambitious
than the concept of an Atlantic community but histori-
cally more relevant to the new spatial révolution.
Though cognizant of présent divisions between commun
ist and non-communist nations, it attempts to create
a new framework for international affairs not by ex-
ploiting thèse divisions but rather by striving to
préserve and create openings for eventual reconcilia
tion. Finally, it recognizes that the world's deve
loped nations hâve acertain affinit* and that only by
nurturing a greater sensé of communality among them
can an effective response to the increasing threat of
global fragmentation -which itself intensifies the
growing world-wide impatience with human inequality -
be mounted".

Thèse are the basic ideas at the root of the O.S.A.'s
actual world ambitions. They transcend changes of go-
vernment, administration and individuals. The re-inter-
pretation of Nelson Rockefeller's Pan-Americanism has
already clearly become global. This globalisation xs
clarified in circles close to Mr David Rockefeller,
and, concurrents in Mr Brzezinski's study devoted to

7. Between two ageS, pp. 307 ff.
8. Between. two âges, p. 308.
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the rôle of the U.S.A. in the "technetronic era". In

ternational organisations such as U.N.O., alliances

such as N.A.T.O. are subsumed in this all-embracing
aim.

Externat Mandarins

Now this re-interpretation is not simply an intel-

lectual exercise ; it is accompanied by the installa

tion of efficient tools. Thèse tools are political,

scientific, économie and technological. Like collabo

ration, dependence must be total. Universities and

research centres will hâve their freedom of initiative

severely restricted and will lose their critical func-

tion. Their grants will dépend on their willingness

to bind themselves to research programmes laid down
9by the dominating minority. Much emphasis will be

placed on ecological problems, because from this angle

it is possible to persuade satellites to agrée to
10

austerity or poverty... "small is beautiful". This

10

Between two âges, pp. 9-2 1 ; 20 1 ff. Commenting
on Mr Brzezinski's ideas on this subject, Anthony
ARBLASTERS writes the following : "It is depres-
sing enough that inte 1lectuais should be willing
to accept the rôles which Brzezinski foresees for
them - 'specialists ... involved ... in govern-
ment undertakings' and 'house-ideologues for those
in power'. But the subordination of in te 1lectuais
to the State and its requirements does not occur
only at the individual level. There is^a streng-
thening tendency for the institutions within which
.... most intellectuals now work, also to be shaped
according to the particular political priorities
of particular government". In Ideology and Intel
lectualS, contribution to R. BENEWICK and others,
Knowledge and Bellei In Polltlcs, pp. 115-129.
This quotation is from p. 123 and following (see
above, pp. 93-94, note 34).

Allusion to E.F. SCHUMACHER's Small IS beautiful.
Economies OS l& Peoplz mattered, Perennial Li-
brary, 352, New York, 1975.
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same minority will finance research into reproduction,

fertility and demography in an effort to defuse the

PCopulation) bomb. The dépendent universities and
the mass média will hâve to make thèse ideas, suppos-

edly scientific (for according to Daniel Bell ail
idéologies are. finally dead) , reverberate around the

world.

Finally, the watchfulness of non-American leaders
will be undermined. Joining the Club of Rome, the
Trilatéral Commission, or informai groups like "Bil-
derberg", they will feel flattered and be influenced
by such a preferment. They will swell the ranks of
the "external Establishment" where they will come into

12contact with colleagues in uniform. At this poxnt,
empirical différences of régime are only of secondary
importance ; it is purely a question of tactics.

In this way the fundamental conditions which cha-
racterise a fascist régime objectively are combined.
For Juan Bosch, "pentagonism" is exploitation of the
American people by a American minority. As of now,
pentagonism is being made world-wide ;a metropolitan
minority is trying to rule the world and with this
object, it is associating itself with an external but
shortsighted Establishment. There is no need to be
burdened with complex institutions ;thèse white collar
mandarins ... even if they are Trade Union leaders ...
take their Une from the metropolitan minority, and,

11. See Daniel BELL, Tde end 0< ^olo^. On thU«-
haa&tlon oi poU.tio.aX lduu *n tkt. UtUti, Free
Press Paperback, New York-London, 19&5-

12. See Chapter on this subject in VUtln du ZkULL,
pp. 104-123.

,3. See Juan BOSCH, €1 pznta3oyUsmo, '"***£>. *? ^m"pVùUUUmo, coll. Cro'nica de un sxglo, Madnd,
1968, especially pp. 18-21.



123

enlightened by the économie, technological, scientific,
démographie malthusianism which they hâve internalised,
they will regulate the participation of those they ad-
minister in accordance with the Centre which delegates
their power.

Towards the World State

Such a global and total plan evidently and neces-

sarily calls for an appropriate political System. In

this connection, Latin American précédents are sugges

tive. Because they are capable of being completed and

generalised, they are worth the attention of Europeans,

Japanese and of the Third World. From the moment when

a minority élite innocently consents to its own "ideo

logical colonisation", this same élite, eut off from

the people is ripe for every kind of abdication. It

is available to play the rôle of go-between between

the centre of power and satellite nations. It only

remains for it to take over the machinery of the State,

and endowed with its mandate, it can govern the country

as if it were a colony.

In such a way, an empire is built by degrees. Such

a concentration of power, supported by such an organi

sation, has never been seen in the history of man. The

dream ? A single State, a single empire, a single

sovereign whose power is unlimited.

Now this totalist plan calls for a totalitarian

System, and we are faced with the most perfect form

of totalitarianism witnessed in political history.

Fascism, nazism, even Soviet communism hâve proposed

déification of the State but the State remained it

self, in spite of its presumptuous ambitions. Hence-

forward, we are concerned with a world-wide imperial-

ist State. This State adapts itself perfectly to the
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inequalities and divisions among its vassals ; it even
manages to profit from them. It is the State that de-
fines happiness, development, justice, which grants
rights to peoples and individuals, which limits and
apportions the possibilities of participation.

Thus this kind of World State can be seen as an

extension of Leviathan, which was discussed earlier.
But there are also différences to be noted. Although
the totalitarian State can. exercise unlimited power
within its own frontiers, this power is none the less
limited by that of other States. The new World State
is aiming at an absolute and unconditional supremacy.
It wishes neither to know nor to acknowledge equals or
rivais. It is from this State that subordinate al
ternative States proceed, whose machinery relays im
périal power, and transmits it, as though it were al-
mighty, to the very limits of the empire.

Su.pz.Ji-faie.iAm Conc.na.lzd

Unhappily, the views we hâve just been discussing
are too gloomy to be believed or even considered by
the gênerai public. Besides, in the framework of a
totalist plan, the mass média hâve a necessary fonc
tion of concealment, as well as a news fonction. Cas-
sandra's prophecies are tolerable, as long as appro-
priate measures are taken to make sure that they are
not believed. News has to be treated in accordance
with the tastes of those who consume it and the in-
terests of those who produce it. Colonisation of opi
nion ought to hâve areassuring effect. It is well
understood that if misfortunes hâve to be mentioned,
it will only be in the case of those which happen to,
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14

Now this concealed super-fascism which we hâve just

been discussing does not resuit from a more or less ar-

bitrary construct, nor from a more or less subjective

interprétation. It is explicitly envisaged and recom-

mended by specialists in political science who are

close to the Trilatéral, the Rockefeller group, and

the governments of their respective countries. As has

been seen, Mr Brzezinski has particularly developed

the rôle which metropolitan America is called upon to

play. In this way, he renews the tradition of the

theorists of American imperialism. However, he goes

beyond this tradition in the sensé that, for him, pré

sent day American imperialism and U.S. libéral demo-

cracy are uneasy bedfellows. In a libéral democracy,

the citizens can question, express anxiety, discuss,

but thèse activities are not only suspect but useless

where a minority thinks for everyone. Mr Brzezinski

asks anxiously, but explicitly, whether we are watch-

ing "the end of libéral democracy".

Thèse anxieties hâve been made widely known in a

report presented to the Trilatéral Commission on the

crisis of democracy, by three authors, and with a

préface by Mr Brzezinski. Are democracies govern-

14. See ESCHYLES, Agam&mno, verses 1178-1197. - This
is one of the aspects of the YlOU.\JZll<L (LZYli> lX.h.2,,
investigated by J.-F. REVEL, Paris, 1977.

15. On this unexhaustible subject, it could always be
interesting to refer to Claude JULIEN, L' <LMylh.<L
kmètiiddln, Paris, 1968 ; see also Harry MAGDOFF,
Tfie, clqq, o\ tmp&tilciLL&m. Tkz &conomlcJ> oi U.S.
^OKzlQYi Volldij, Monthly Review Press, New York-
London, 1968.

16. Be.£uûe.e,n two ag&6 , pp. 248-254.

17. This is : Michel CROZIER, Samuel P. HUNTINGTON
and Joji WATAKUNI, Tht dhlbll 0h dïmOClactf. Rd-
pont on thz gov2,ivia.blLL£y oi dumoctiaclM to thz
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able ? Mr Huntington for the U.S.A., Mr Crozier for

Western Europe and Mr Watanuki for Japan reply to this

question with an unequivocal diagnosis. Democracy is
its own victim, and it is time to react. It is not

mère chance that the same Mr Huntington has expressed

his sympathy in other works for one party régimes, or

for strong-arm democracy which he recommends for coun-
18

tries of the Third World.

Tkz Vllzmma

We hâve been warned : since there is a closed

totalitarian System, there is no external enemy able
to escape its aim of encirclement, so the clearcut
issue is suicide. Democracy is pledged to a suicidai
choice ... either to destroy itself, or to agrée to
be what it has always wanted to be ... death, or sla

very.

Having learnt little from the disappointments suf-
fered by his théories in Vietnam and Brazil, Mr Hun
tington concludes his analysis of the crisis of demo
cracy in the U.S.A. in thèse terms :" 'Democracy never
lasts long,' John Adams observed. 'It soon wastes,
exhausts, and murders itself. There never was a demo
cracy yet that did not commit suicide1. That suicide
is more likely to be the product of overindulgence than

.../... TUcontlnzntal Comml&Uon, New York University
Press, New York, 1975. MrClaude Julien reporte
on this book in U Monde. V^plomdtcqaz, March 1976,
n° 264, p. 14.

18. We should recall the reader that Mr HUNTINGTON is
a.o. the author of Tkz &ol<U<L>i and tkz Statl. Thd
tkdow and polltlc* oi civil-m.Utaxy KQ.laU.ovu,
Harvard University Press, Cambridge, Mass., 195-7 ;
of Tki Common Vdiznld. Stiatzg^a pxogJiam ±n na
tional pollUc*, Columbia University Press, New
York, 1961 ; and of Volltlcal otidiK ^n ckang^ng
^Odldtldl, New Haven and London, 1968.
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of any other cause. A value which is normally good
in itself is not necessarily optimized when it is maxi-

mized. We hâve corne to recognize that there are po
tentially désirable limits to économie growth. There

are also potentially désirable limits to the indéfinite

extension of political democracy".19

Decidedly one would need to be struck by a strange

blindness to be unaware of such strange similarities,

which présuppose a systematic orchestration ...

19. S. HUNTINGTON, in Tfie. (UuUjU 0& dzmocJtacy, p. 115.

20. See Charles LEVINSON's Vodka-Cola, Paris, 1977.
This remarkably documented study fills a gap and
unravels the complex structure of the ruling ma-
chinery. It clearly exposes the ramifications
of the impérial System we hâve just presented :
multinational companies, "informai" groups like
"la Trilatérale", influence channels of the
Rockefeller Group, collaboration with the USSR,
political organisations etc. This work raises
the keystone of a complex yet basically unified
building. Under the light of this exposé, the
campaign for abortion libéralisation appears once
again as onz of the manoeuvres at the service of
the big imperialist plan.
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CHAPTER XI. ROME OR "BARBARIANS" ?

Contalnlng tkz New En&ml2.&

The discussion of concealed super-fascism has been

rather extended because of the need for an overall

understanding of a séries of ideas which are fairly

widely known but whose deep relationships are not

always perceived, nor indeed are they easily discern

able. The world campaign mounted against the popula

tion explosion or human pollution is worth including

in this group. It has to be seen in relation to the

campaigns on energy, raw materials, the environment,

as well as recommendations seeking to check growth,

and control the export of science, technology etc.

In thèse campaigns and debates it is always im

portant to keep in mind that the centre of power that

ensures its own control of world population dynamics,

by that very fact holds the long term mastery of the

world. Of ail the variables, human fertility is the

most to be feared because it is the most difficult

to control. How could it be otherwise, when in con-

tradistinction to animal sexuality, human sexuality

is part of an infinitely enigmatical mode of existence

Now this human sexuality, together with procréation

which is its corollary, would be much less inconvénient

This has been confirmed by Mrs Simone VEIL : "The
total control of fecundity, its control by the Sta
te ... are the most perfect criterion of a maximiz-
ed social organisation as well as the condition
necessary to working of an utopist society once
random and free décision of the individual hâve
been completely eliminated ...". Expo6&, p. 596,
cited above, p. 38 , note 10.
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if it could be reduced to purely instinctive behaviour.

This is why ail the disciplines which hâve any bear-

ing, even distant, on genetics, are so important. Be
cause of their possible applications and the manipula

tions to which they can lead, the scope of such re-

search work is not just of scholarly interest. The

same applies to démographie studies. Such studies
are bound to hâve considérable conséquences for poli-

tics, but this largely escapes the notice of those
who pursue them. In effect, the scholar generally
proceeds in a very analytic way. He scarcely concerns
himself with the synthesis from which his researches
really acquire their total meaning and social effecti-
veness.

The ultimate meaning of the international campaign
in support of the libéralisation of abortion only be-
comes clear in a synthetic view of the world situa
tion and in the light of an impérial plan with univer-
sal conséquences. It is not easy to get this idea
across to the gênerai public, and yet the public has
the right to know what is at stake in its décisions.

One must agrée that from the American point of view,
the minority which supports super-fascism because it
benefits from it has cause for concern. For a généra
tion, whether it likes it or not, it has watched the
rise and political assertion of the blacks. As Mr
Huntington and Mr Brzezinski hâve pointed out, those
formerly excluded now wish to obtain access to parti
cipation. This is awarning sign of what could soon

The problems referred to hère hâve been tackled by
L hInriet, in Blologlz di la quuuu. e* de la pa^x,
Bruxelles, 1974.

See Z. BRZEZINSKI, BztWein *%*«"£_"• "6 ""p. 252, 265 ff., and po^-cm ;8. ™ITINGT0N, xn
The. oUili oé de.moc.iacy, pp- 61, 77, 107 tt.,
and 114 etc.
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happen in Latin America and the whole of the Third
World. The contraceptive movements, however, persist
in looking at the problem backwards. They refuse to
admit that the only way of achieving their ends would
be to raise the standard of life of those they are
trying to restrain. This is where the difficulty lies
They feign ignorance of the primacy of the political
aspect of the problem. At this point, they say, it
is necessary to adopt a policy like that towards com-

munist countries which was recommended in the 50s by
the theorists of the cold war, a policy of holding
back and damming up the Third World.

On the level of their empire, their ambitions, and

internationalism as they understand it, the U.S.A.

finds itself in an analogous position to that of the

R.S.F.S.R. in the U.S.S.R. As Madame Hélène Carrère

d'Encausse has recently shown, the Russian'population

is decreasing. At présent, Russians control the ma-

chinery of the Party, of the administration, of the

army, of every undertaking, but they are in danger of

being outnumbered before the end of the century by the

population of non-Russian federated republics, and

particularly by the Muslim peoples of Central Asia.

The U.S.A. which had to libéralise abortion and

encourage widespread contraception at home to remain

crédible overseas is now beginning to worry about the

conséquences of the train of events which it started.

A récent report by a specialised commission of the

House of Représentatives shows that the population

is ageing, and the birthrate, which did not fall below

4. On containment and its theoricians, see Vd6tln du
Bflê.&ll, pp. 80-82.

5. See Hélène CARRERE D'ENCAUSSE, Lr dmplKZ îclate.. La
Sièvoltz dz* Hâtions 2,n URSS, Paris, 1978.
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2.5 from 1947 to 1964, fell to 1.47 in 1976.

The fact that the U.S.A. and the Russian Soviet
Federated Socialist Republic, which is the leader of
the Soviet world, are both experiencing a worrying
population décline provides the Western world with
an exceptional opportunity for self-examination.

Foiclnatzd by Vzath

Faced with the System which the U.S.A. has careful-
ly constructed. Western Europe has good grounds for
wondering whether it must submit to this impérial en-
terprise. Should it agrée with the idea developed
earlier by Spengler, and taken up by authors already
guoted, that the moment of the «Décline of the West"
is inexorably NOW ? Is not "managing décadence" the
best we can dô ?7 Civilisations are mortal, so should
it not be admitted that according to hegelian laws
which are said to regulate inexorably the course of
history, the West must retreat into nothingness and
leave it to others to hold the stage ?

The idea of the death of a civilisation obsesses
us • it has a morbid fascination. Hère it seems as
tnough we are taking part in a game of chance played
against abackcloth of fear of life.8 The libéra
tion of abortion fits into this framework of collect
ive necrolatry and is in step with many kinds of ab-

6. Data contained in Le Uondz of 25th January 1979.
7. This i. th. titl. of an article by Pierre HMACHK

in Le Monde of lst November 197».
rwATTNii Le tehuA dz la vlz. knaly&a8. See Pierre CHAUNU, Le. ^0^ h thème

kUtotUqui du pKUWt, *""• £^ ^e same author,
has been tackled ^^ll^^la piotp^tlvi, Pa-for instance : Vt Vj£*££ ^/^^ d& Vl-
ris, 1975 ; r^l^lVll^L, Libertés 2000,
tdtiWLtl, Paris, 1975 , Le. * u. ">
Paris, 1978.
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dication. It contributes to a réduction in the aver-
age number of children per woman of childbearing âge.
Suppose the rate to be 2.1 if the population is to
replace itself, then it must be noted that in France

it is only 1.86, in Britain 1.68, in the Netherlands

1.5 9 and 1.41 in Fédéral Germany.9 This same libéra
lisation contributes directly to the ageing of the
population which "hitherto has not been the resuit of

the prolongation of life but solely of the fall in the

birthrate". In France alone "the proportion of the

population over 65 years of âge is likely to exceed

12.9 %in 1970 and be close to 14 %in 1980,I.11 And
Mr Jobert adds, "In 1985, 100 active individuals will

hâve to support 152 dépendants, whereas in 1968 the

number for which they were responsible was only 140".

One of the latest authors to hâve touched on this

problem writes, "Fertility can become so low that it

no longer provides for the due replacement of the po

pulation. Such a course of events can be considered

politically dangerous. By depressing demand, it can

endanger économie dynamism, but by causing a rise in

the average âge, it is particularly likely to burden

9. INED data présentée! by J.-M. DUPONT in Le Monde de
V économie., 12th December 1978. For Belgium, this
rate amounted to 1.77 in 1977.

10. Alfred SAUVY, ClolAAance ItKO ?, p. 227 ; the same
thème, frequently dealt with by the same famous
demographer also appears in Coût et ValeuH. de la
vie humaine, pa&6lm. See also Paul PAILLAT, Vho-
blèmeà démographique!* d'aujould'kul, Paris, 1976;
J.-P. tisseyre, Troisième âge. Vlvie ou &uti\)l\jtie,
Paris, 1976. See finally the Rapport 6 VJl la situa
tion démographique de la France et hei> Implications
économiques et boetaleb : bttan et perspectives .
This report, the Rapport SulleH.ot, proceeding from
the Conseil Economique et Social, was published
in 1978.

11. Michel jobert, L'auto génocide, in Le Monde of 25th
March 1976.
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the country with an unbearable load".12 In practical
terras, in présent day society there is a possibility
that the population may décline to a point where it
becomes impossible for it to increase once again,
in exactly the same way as an aircraft may be able to
land but then be unable to take off.

M. Alfred Sauvy, to whom are due most penetrating
studies on thèse matters, sums up thus : »F*anea and
otke.1 coimttUeJ, one. on tkt *«* to {altina Into old
âge. Once the threshold, which is actually very near,
has been crossed, return to youth will no longer be
possible, either morally or materially. This is because
when apopulation âges, it is affected by akind of
collective analgesia, perhaps anaesthesia, one mght
say aprofound lack of awareness. Far from affecting
only the old, this malady will strike the young, and
will particularly affect leading minds of every âge.
From the moment the supporters of progress refuse the
future, the illness is mortal".

Coniumptlon and AgeXng

There is a close link between the consumption to
which référence has so often been made, and ageing.
Perceiving this link will assist in. grasping the en-
tire political scope of birth control and abortion
campaigns. Consumption, as it is understood, leads
to ageing and sclerotic conservatism. Several fac
to» combine in this single process. Conditioning
by publicity engenders needs which are constantly
being reactivated at every level of society. The
life style of the well off provides an example which
the rest are encouraged to imitate. Sinœ needs to

' i t „*p;-tîmiQA dz population, p. 197.12. J. VERRIERE, Le* poJUU.q,aZà ^Pf #
« -^ + t,~po,ih Ao la vlz nu.mOA.nz, p.iy^«13. A. SAUVY, Coût zt valzuJi az x.a v^
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be satisfied are always a step ahead of available

resources, recourse must be had to loans and indebted-

ness. Repayments are programmed by computers ; instal

lants fall due with inexorable regularity ; mortgages

remain hanging over us like the sword'of Damocles. At

this point, there is scarcely a space into which to fit

the planned arrivai of a child. Ail the more reason to

welcome him if he was unplanned.

Further, the child which upsets the demands of the

financial programme is weighed against other désirables.

"The child within the wage earner's household competes

for access to other,désirables. He is a durable non-

interchangeable commodity which interfères with the
14

movement of other commodities". M. Sauvy is even

more spécifie : "When anxiety about the standard of

living overrides other considérations and the parents

no longer rely on their children to provide for old

âge, the optimal number of children is zéro".

Sexuality itself has become a consumer désirable,

and the référence hère is not just to its place in art

and publicity. It is more a question of trivialisa-

tion of this kind of human relationship, where there

is an increased séparation and even a complète break

in the connection between procréation and mutual love.

14. Jean RIONDET, in his remarkable article on La Con
sommation contre V enfant, in Le Monde of 26th
July 1978.

15. Coût et valeur de la vie humaine, p. 193.

16. In connection with this, Mrs Simone VEIL remarks :
"There are some trends which indicate an increas-
ing privatisation of sexuality and of reproduc
tion, which are increasingly considered as being
exclusively a problem spécifie to the couple, where-
as the conséquences, that is the child, are in
creasingly socialized". Expohe, p. 596, quoted
above on p. 38, note 10.
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This has two conséquences. The first is to return to

original malthusianism by postponing the âge of mar-

riage. This does not prevent young people from living

together, naturally avoiding having children, before

undertaking a stable commitment. The second is that

_the-woman is separated from her maternai dimension.

To be entitled to consume, a woman must produce, and

children represent obstacles to this. In addition,

unless she produces, the woman, the "housewife", is a

burden on her family and society. Maternity has not

yet been declared an offence, but the licence to pro-

create is very close.

ïdlz Luxuiy

Furthermore, consumption has become a décisive

factor in psychological ageing, that is, conservatism.

A society drugged by wellbeing, can only envisage its
future by focussing on greater wellbeing. This society
avoids risks and tries to imprison the future ; it is a

conservative society.1 Even pKlmany éducation shapes
future consumers and prépares them for leisure. Adults,

especially in the universities, hâve little to offer
to fire the enthusiasm of the young. Hère, discussions

17. Among the numerous publications on the thèmes dealt
with hère, we only mention : Philippe D^RIBARNE,
Le gaéplllagz zt Iz dzsln.. Vz la voltuKZ au vzlo,
Paris, 1975 ; Jean BONIFACE, L'kommz conéommatzu*. :
vlctlmz OU compilez ?, Paris, 1976 ; Jean-Pierre
DUPUY et Jean ROBERT, La tiaklson dz Vopulzncz,
Paris, 1976. - The relations between publicity,
consumption and political conditioning hâve also
beel dealt with by John Kenneth GALBRAITH, m his
famous Tkz nZVO Indu&tnlal StatZ, New York, 1967.

18 See Ivan ILLICH, LlbZKZK V avznll, Paris, 197 1.
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on the various forms of marxism encourage a kind of

contemplation of the self as académie as it is stérile;

for action, they substitute a comfortable alibi which

reinforces their doleful essays on structural determi-

nism. Others hold to a complex of compromise, steeped

in well-cultivated frustration : "What's the use i"

Hère are two current forms of fatalism, of rationalised

impotence. They are also two forms of collusion with

inaction which paralyse the young by imprisoning them

in the paltry problematic of petty bourgeois consumers.

How, when they hâve thus been "brainwashed" and "do-

mesticated" by their elders can they become aware of

the problematic of domination which is of very direct

concern to them.

As for adults, they are engaged in an organised

assault on the réduction of working hours. This is

simply the quantitative aspect of the problem, for

work tends to be no more than a corridor leading to

consumption. As a resuit, its exchange value must in

crease at the same time as the time available increases

This tendency is becoming even more marked ; our so

ciety seems to hâve set itself the aim of making its

members idle and even lazy with luxury. Not only does

it undervalue work by reducing its hours, but it péna

lises it by taxation. At the same time, it maintains

an army of unemployed, workers aged before their time

and kept in tutelage by a humiliating System of bonuses

offered for organised degrading inactivity.

Finally, ail, active or not, corne together to form

a tide of retired and pre-retired assigned to death

in the golden ante-chamber of death by administrations

19. On the anti-Europeanism of the in te liée tuais, see
the study of A. RESZLER : L'Intellectuel confie
l'Europe, coll. Perspectives critiques, Paris, 1977
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which déclare them unproductive and provide widespread

public assistance. In addition, the child who is un-

desirable to a young couple, as an intruder in an adult

household, is rendered useless at this final stage be

cause at the end of the line, State-Providence provides
20

for the retirement of its subjects.

Chumbs o& Llbvity

It is surprising to notice how many tendencies in

our society converge. We hâve seen how libéralisation

of abortion leads to a procèss aiming to establish the
21

Leviathan State. But in agreeing to servitude on

many fronts, we are establishing this Leviathan in many

différent ways. In this way, we are setting up a fascist

type state, characterised by Statocracy, in our own

society. This State is corporatist within ; it organises

work and idleness ; it caters for happiness even to

the extent of defining it. In exchange for our submis-

20. In addition to the works of Alfred SAUVY, see also
the striking article of Michel CALONI, entitled
Sommzs-nouS dzvznus vlzux ?, in Le Uondz of 18th
January 1979.

21. Mrs Simone Veil warned explicitly against increas-
ing the rôle that the State could play in the im-
plementation of a démographie policy : "No couple
should be caught up in a change of laws, no matter
how legitimate this change might be : if thz Statz
\zzls It has to change thz conditions o& cholcz
in a restrictive way, it must do this openly ...
On the other hand,... family policy dépends on a
tacit contract between the State and families.
ifJhzn thz Statz dzzmS It nzczssaiy to changz thz
KulzS oi thz COntJiact, it must ensure that it
does not create brutal discontinuity in the fami
lies themselves ..." (ExpoSZ, p. 601, mentioned
above, p. 38, note 10). We underline.
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sion, it estranges and misuses us to the extent of in-
stilling into us the promethean illusion. It throws
us some crumbs of liberty and even of licence. "It

is the policy of ail those at the head of government
to maintain the highest degree of corruption among
their citizens ; in this way, the subject weakens and

rots in the delights of debauchery, and does not feel

the weight of the chains with which he can be loaded

without his realising what is taking place".22

At the same time, care is needed : the State which

is being established in this way is no more than a

delegated State whose technocrats are only willing

staging posts for the centre of impérial power. It

is from this command post that orders for transcen-

dental malthusianism are dispatched. It is in the

interest of this centre that the birth quota, the

optimal âge for death and the useful duration of work

are laid down. Again, it is by virtue of thèse same

interests that material wellbeing, access to science

and technology, participation in décisions, use of

liberty, will be measured out. In short, in a super-

fascist impérial system, divisions in society will be

made widespread, but sectional interests will be treat-

ed according to circumstances.

Vigilance and Expos u/ie

By a happy coïncidence, debates on abortion hâve

kindled new interest at a time when discussion on

European unity is going well. In the light of what

we hâve just noticed, it is easy to understand that

there is a link between the two problems. However,

at ail costs Europe must avoid the pitfall of unifica-

22. Les prospérités du vice (1797), coll. 10.18, 446,
Paris, 1973, p. 158.
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23
tion under the aegis of an impérial power. It must

préserve its autonomy jealously if it is to survive.
Critical vigilance must be redoubled if Europe is not

to be deprived of a future which it has defined in
fidelity to the law which présides over its destiny ...

24
life in the future within liberty and fraternity.

The sounding affirmation of this original option

is not only necessary to restore confidence in Europe

itself. It is equally necessary to ensure that Europe

continues to be a living sign of liberty in a world
exposed to the temptations of imperialism. It is even
more essential for Europe, faced with triumphant tota-

litarian régimes, to bring to light a libération plan
of world wide scope. From this point of view, the

23. The problem is broached by Jacques BORDIOT in
Le Varlzmznt zuropzzn. Unz utoplz, anz A.mpoS-
turz, un dangZT, no place, no date (Paris, 1978).
Hère Mr Bordiot exposes the danger that Europe
runs in uniting by putting itself under the in
fluence of the United States. Mr Bordiot s obser
vations confirm and illustrate what we hâve seen
in the preceding chapter on the rôle of the^Tri-
lateral and its Rockefeller sources. Among^ the
supporters of an Americanised Europe , onein
fact finds "a majority of members of the B-cXae*.-
bzrg Group or oi thz Trllatzral commA.SSA.on,; or
ganisations which are influenced by the billion-
naire David Rockefeller" (p. 165 ; see also p.171
and paSSlm). As a resuit, Mr Bordiot spécifies
and confirms, with Mr Levinson, what we hâve seen
on the "super-fascist" project and the place that
anti-birth and pro-abortion campaigns hâve in this
On the unification of Europe, see also Paul M.G.
LEVY, Sauvzr VEuropZ, Document, Gembloux CBel-
gium), 1978. - We devoted a small article on
this question in La puUsancz ou la Ubzrtz ?,
which appeared in L'tuKopz zn iormat^on, Apnl-
May 1977, n° 205-206, pp. 19-24.
Thèse thèmes are broached in the work by J^f
benoist, Vlaldoyzr pour anz Buropz ,^£"n^' pari-s'
197 6 ; and by Raymond ARON in ?lOA.doyzr pouX
VBuropz dzcadzntz, Paris, 1977.

24
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libéralisation of abortion, with its séquence of impli

cations, ramifications and evils, must be exposed as

one point among others of an extraordinary reactionary

programme. It is so reactionary that one could wear

oneself out with guessing at the basic reasons which

motivate groups and "progressive" parties to support

it ... at the price of objective collusion with oppres-

sors whom they attack in every other field.

25. Marcel MERLE writes on this subject : "It is often
the same political forces which déclare themselves
to be in solidarity with the Third World, which
accumulate in their own countries, at least as
long as they are in opposition, the most wonderful
and costly promises on the improvement of the
standard of living, the réduction of working time,
earlier retirement âge and the extension of social
advantages", in Vour une approche réaliste du "Nou
vel Ordre économique International", taken from
Perspectives Internationales, Publication by the
Ministry for Foreign Affairs in Canada, November-
December, 1977, p. 5.

26. In order to clarify the current debates on this
subject, it would be useful to return to the nu
merous pages devoted by MARX and ENGELS to the
population problems, and in particular to the
critique of MALTHUS. The positions taken in thèse
pages are the subject of a sélective omission in
certain marxist circles, where one often sees mi
litants défend positions which are nearer to the
thèses of Malthus rather than those of Marx and
Engels. Several astonishing texts, which are
easily accessible, will whet the appetite of re-
searchers: K. MARX, Morceaux choisis, Bibliothè
que des Idées, 18th éd., Paris, 1956, pp. 405-410;
419 s. - Vages de Karl Marx, editor M. Rubel, vol.
cit., pp. 77 s., 188-191, 198 s., 214 s., 240-242;
246 s. (With regard to Malthus : "People hâve
guessed, with infallible instinct, that they hâve
in front of them not a man o^ Science, but a brlbed
lawyer, pleading the case of his enemies, a shame-
less sycophant of the dominating classes" : text
of 1862-1863, mentioned on p. 242). - Jacqueline
russ, La pensée des précurseurs de Marx, coll. Pour
connaître, Paris, 1973, pp. 334-336. (According
to Engels, the results of Malthus' doctrine are
the following : "As the poor are more numerous,
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Now if in Western Europe both older and récent pro

gressive movements are characterised by attention to

the deprived, and a wish to make its citizens full

partners in a more just and fraternal society, one

would not expect fidelity to this idéal to resuit in

a self-sufficient Europe feeding on itself. Europe

should not hallow the présent to justify its blindness

to the uncertainties of the future. When the ship

begins to creak ominously and incompétent sailors try

to plug the leaks or delude the passengers with a last

tango, the new oppressed are knocking at our doors.

This is strong, stronger than the peasants of Sun Tsu
27gone to beset the towns, stronger than the proleta-

rians of the XIXth century.

"Barbarlans"

In fact it is the Third World which today demands

justice. Faced with a human tide which neither could
nor will ask for any birth control programme, Western

Europe, "taken over" by empires, its imagination and
daring sterilised, might turn its back on history. It
might cling to an anachronistic society in which the
happiness of a minority rests on a deliberate refusai
to share. Now on the world scale, Western Europe must

27

/... nothing must be tried in their favour, unless
it is to help them to die of hunger as easily as
possible. It is necessary to persuade them that
there is no solution ; their class has only one
possible way of salvation : to restrict as far as
possible the number of births. If this convic
tion is not effective enough, it will always be
préférable to set up a public service to kill
off the children of the poor" : text of 1905,
quoted p. 335) .

From SUN TZU, one of the masters of Mao Tse-tung,
we hâve an Art dz la guzrrz, political texts, Paris,
1972. In this he underlines in particular the
importance of controlling campaigns for command
of the towns (cfr for example p. 114).
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not repeat the historic mistake of the XIXth century

libéral bourgeoisie. We owe our comfort and our

standard of living in large part to the oppressed

and exploited masses which provided cheap labour,

energy and raw materials. Without a radical policy

change on our part, it would be ridiculous to expect

thèse people to cherish the résidents in the European

Pensioners ' Hospital when the latter are no longer

able to exploit the former.

Unlike us, thèse men and women are not enslaved

by consumption. In spite of appearances, work has a

more human meaning for them than for us. They see

themselves in the nature they transform ; they be-

come conscious of themselves ; their way of life

becomes genuine ; they achieve liberty when their se-

nile masters, more and more dépendent on the activity
29

of their slaves, are themselves enslaved.

Apart from their work, thèse men and women, thèse

proletartans, hâve only one kind of wealth, their

children. It is for this deeply human reason that

they are so quick to spring ail the traps of the very

widespread neo-malthusianism. They are poor, and will

no doubt remain so for a long time. But because they

are poor, they are readier than we are for the unfore-
seen, more prepared for austerity, more open to shar-

ing. Having nothing to lose nor to préserve, they are

freer than we are. They do not think of the future in

28. cfr A. sauvy, Coût et valeur de la vie humaine,
pp. 193s.

29. Hère one recognises référence to the Hegelian
dialectic of Mas ter and Slave. The thème is ^
developed by Paulo FREIRE in L'Education pratique
de la liberté, coll. Terres de Feu, 9, Paris,
1971, and in Vedagogle deS opprimes, Small Col
lection Maspero, 130, Paris, 1974.
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terms of préservation or prolonging ; it is imagined,

contemplated ; it cannot but be better than the pré

sent. Those people do not hâve the chance of choosing

consumption, they choose life, with ail its suffering,

while we wear ourselves out trying to tame uncertainty

The debate on the political aspects of abortion

thus leads into a problem of world society : whether

to give our support to "the other", the one who is

différent, the stranger, not by reversing the power

relationship, but by reaching a récognition of equali-

ty within fraternity and liberty. It is always the

same problem that reappears and now is not the first

time in human history that it has been set.

We cannot escape, we must take sides, there must

be no ambiguity.

Is it to be Rome or the "Barbarians" ?
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