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INTRODUCTION. -

CTonsiprRING the many publications which already exist,
explanatory of the Principles of our Religious Bucmty, jt
may seem, to some persons, superfluous to publish any '-'m;
farther on this subject. I have, notwithstanding, been lon,
appreheansive, that a work is still lral;ting, which shall include
the whole, or the most material part of our principles ; and,
in & concise, yet perspicuous manner, convey a sufficient
explaoation and defence of them. The ample and excellent
Apology of Robert Barclay, is too diffuse for the generality
of young readers ; and it requires a more close and patient
attention than many are willing to besfow. 1t would, however,
in my apprehension, amply repay that atteation : and I am
so far from being desirous to lessen its use, that I wish par-
timhﬂy'to recommend it to those of our society, who desire
(what all should desire) thoroughly to understand their owa
religious principles. If the language is not modern, it is still
eorrect and clear; if the work is thought too controversial,
we should recollect, that the controversy is on subjects, the
right® understanding of which Is intimately connected with
eur existepce as a Religious Society.
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iv INTRODUCTION.

The light and miscellaneons reading of the present day. it
is to be feared, disinclines many amongst us, alweufas others,
. from subjects which require close attention and serious com-
sideration ; and I wish it may not also be s means of weaken-
ing the attachment of many, to those religious Truths, in
which our highest duty and our deepest interest consist.

in shis work, 1 have been desirous of inculcating the
genrral principles of religion, and of Christianity, as well as
stose which are peculiar to our Society ; believing that we
can no looger exist, with any degree of consistency, thun
while those principles are maintained, which constitute the
basis of the Christlan Religion. These 1 copsider to be,
Faith in God, and a belief of the immortality of the soul ; an
hunibling sense of the depravity of human nature, and of the
" pecessity and benefits of a Redeemer ; that this Redeemer is
Christ Jesus our Lord ; that what the Evangelists and Apos-
tles have written conserning Him, is true, both in relation to
his Humanity and his Divinity, as are likewise their accounts
of his many mighty works and miracles; his having, through
the eternal Spirit, offered himself unto God for us, as a pro-
pitiation for our sins ; and sent the Comforter, even the Spirit
of Truth, to convince the world of sin, of righteousness, and
of judgment ; and to guide Into all truth. ’

®
In treating of the Holy Scriptures, I have particularly
endeavoured to obviate the principal objections made against
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them ; since it is by attempting to iavalidate their authen-
" ticity and Divine authority, that the enemies of the Christian
religion attack our faith. I bave introduced the subject of
the Scriptures, previously to the Chapter on the Christian
l!'.eli;lon; considering, that if the anthenticity and veracity, to
say nothing of the Divine authority, of these writings be
established, it is then pecessary only to show, what Chris-
tianity is, according to the Scriptures: a few argnments are,
-howeur, added, in support of the Christian Religion.

With mpec: to those principles which are peculiar to our
) Rellgmm Soclel.:, 1 hope that, however singular they may
appear to some, they will, on close examination, be found
consistent with the nature and spirit of the Gospel Dispensa-
tion. The conviction of this consistency has been increased
on my mind, by the investigation which the writing of this
work has occasioned ; and, I trust, we are able to give such
reasons for our dissent from other Cbristians, as may, at
least, excuse it to those from whom we differ.

Although very little is quoted in this work from any books,
but those of the Holy Scriptures, it may be proper to say,
that I am indebted to the writings of others, for many of the
arguments which I have advanced. At a time when so mugh
laas been written, and well written, on these subjects, it ié not
te be expected, that many fresh arguments can be bronght
forwardd Some new matter will, nevertheless, be found.
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The principal object aimed at in this work is, to digest what
has been produced by reading and reflection, and to deliver it
in such a manmer, as may briefly, yet clearly, convey the
sentiments designed to be Inculcated. How far this object
has been attained, is not for me to determine.

1 wish not, by any thing which I have written, to promote
a gpirit of controversy. On the contrary, I desire the increase
of that mutual charity, which it is afike our duty and our
interest to cherish. To speak what we apprehend to be
truth, is, héwever, sometimes necessary ; and always so, if
we speak at all. If we do this, hs we ought to do, in love ;
and if what we say Is received in the same spirit, we may be
the means of stirring up the pure mind in each other; and of
promoting our © growing up in Him, in all things, who is the
Head, even Chnist,” *

* Ephegyians iv. 15,
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CHAPTER I.

On Religion in Generval.

Universal Importance of Religion.—The Belicf of God its
first Principle.—The next that of the Immortalily of the
Soul.—Universality of these Principles.—Arguments for them.
~—Faith their best support. i

RELIGION is a subject which involves so

much, both of the duty and interest of mankind,

that there is no situation in life, which can”

exempt from the considerations and obliga-
tions it imposes on all men ; or render super-
fluous those sources of enjoyment and ' con-
solation, which it affords to its true- and
humble possessors. '

The first principle of religion is, the belief

. of a Supreme Being, distinguished by the

name of GOD ; a Being, who is the Original

Creator of all things ; who hath all power in

his- hands ; who is perfect in wisdom and
B

s



14 ON RBRELIGION IN GENERAL.

knowledge ; who is just and equal in all his
ways; and whose tender mercies are over all
his works. He knoweth our most secret actions,
words, and thoughts; for therc is nothing
hid from “ Him, with whom we have to do.”

The next principle of religion is, the belief
of the immortality of the soul, and of a future
state of rewards and punishments, in which
the great distinction will be made between
the righteous and the wicked ; those inequali-
ties which appear in this probationary state
‘will be removed ; and a recompence given to
every man according to his works.

Although these principles of religion are not
attended with that kind of evidence, which
the objects of our external senses generally
afford; yet it is not a little remarkable, that
there are scarcely any other subjects, which
have obtained such general belief and persua-
sion amongst mankind ; though often mixed
with many gross ideas. They are principles
so interwoven with our natures, that it seems
to indicate an extraordinary debasement, or
perversion of mind, not to entertain truths so.
universally felt and acknowledged. They
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are, however, principles which may be sup-
ported by arguments, drawn from the- nature
of things ; and, notwithstanding the general
consent to them, it may be proper to bring

forward a few of these arguments. ’

The existence of a Supreme Being, the
Creator of heaven and earth, is evident from
the works of creation., The magnificence of
some of these works; the regularity and order
with which they move in their appointed
stations; the beauty and use attendant upon
others, with the important purposes which are
accomplished by them, particularly to the
animal creation ; evince so clearly both design
and power, as to afford an insuperable argu-
ment in favour of a Great First Cause, perfect

- in-‘wisdom and goodness, as well as unlimited
in power. To these considerations may be
added, the wonderful 'arrangement of the
animal economy. The different parts adapted
to their different purposes with peculiar ex-
actness and advantage, might well induce the
pious Psalmist to address his Maker in this
emphatic language: “I will praise Thee, for
I am fearfully and wonderfully made; mar-
vellous are thy works, and that my soul

B2



16 QX RELIGION IN GENERAL.

knoweth right we¢ll.”* Thus also a conside-
ration of the other works of creation, induced
the same Psalmist to celebrate his Maker's
praise: “ The Heavens declare the glory of
God, and the firmament showeth his bandy-
work. Day unto day uttereth speech, and
night unto night showeth knowlodge. There
is no speech nor language where their voice
is not hoard.”j And again: “Q Lard! how
mapifold are thy works; in wisdom bast Thou
made them all !¥§
Nor are we without arguments for our im-
mortality, and a futurestate of retribution, the

belief of whjeh is,as it were, the soul of reli--

gion: for, when we have entertained suitable
ideas of a Supreme Beiog ; when we feel those
aspirations unte Him, and those desires to
_ unite with Him, which frequently arise in oux
hearts ; and particularly when we look at the
state of the righteous and the wicked in this

* Peaalpoxxxin. )4 . | Pealm3ix. 1,2, 8.

§ Psalm civ. 24. 1f any person should think it irreguler,
to bring forward pamages from the Sesiptures, before their
authprity has been praved; it may be obsevved, that these
passages are not advanced as arguments, but as elucidations,
in the same manner as any other writing might be quoted.
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world ; we have sufficient reason to conclude,
that there is a part in man which is immortal ;
and that there must be a future state, in which
wvirtue and vice will meet with their respective
rewards, in a more signal manner thau they
appear to receive them in this life ; thus show-
ing that God is just and equal in all his ways,
and righteous in all his thoughts.

But, notwithstanding these and other argu-
ments, which might be adduced in support of
those two first principles of religion, the soul
seems most fully to rest upon and enjoy them
when they are felt as objects of faith, rather
than of reason. They then become like self-
evident truths, of which our own, feelings are
the best support, and which act in concert
with that declaration :} “ Without faith it is
impossible to please Him ; for he that cometh
to God must believe that He is; and that He
is a rewarder of them that diligently seek
Him.” And we ought ever to remember,
after all our reasonings on these subjects, that
“Life and immortality are brought tolight by
the gospel.”t

+ Heb. 1i, 6. + 2 Thn. & 10.
B3



CHAPTER II.

m‘ the leg Scviptures.

Nature and Design of the Scriptures,.—Their claim lo our

regard, and to the belief of their being Divinely inspired— Objec-

o tions answered—first to their Genuineness and Truth—nest to

their Inspiration.—All related of good men not intended for

imitation.—Impartiality of the Scriplures.—Great judgment

necessary in applying them.— Possibility of placing too much
dependence on them,—On calling them the Word of God.

THESE "wrilings are divided into two
parts, the Old and the New Testaments.
They commence with an account of the Crea-
tion of the world, and contain a history of
more than four thousand years. Their object
appears to be {o exhibit the various dispensa-

tions of God to mankind ; to manifest many

of his general and particular acts of Provi-
dence; to show the good effects of religion
and virtue; and to set forth the lamentable
evils, which are the consequence of walking
in the paths of irreligion- and profaneness.
For the prevention of these evils, the Scrip-

o B EE————



ON THE HOLY S8CRIPTURES. 19

tures inculcate those principles of piety and
morality, which contribute to the happiness of
mankind, both here.and hereafter ; and there
is not any general duty, religious or moral,
in which they do not afford instruction and
direction.

The Scriptures also contain many remark-
able predictions concerning nations and in-
dividuals, with several prophecies’ of the
coming of the Messiah, and of the dispensa-
tion. of the Gospel. Ancient history, both
sacred and profane, gives account of circum-
stances, which show the fulfilling of many of
these predictions ; and the New Testament
particularly “relates the completion of those,
which are given concerning “ Him; of whom
Moses in the law, and the prophets, did
write.”*

When we consider who were the writers of
these volumes; what are the subjects, and
what appear to be the objects of them; they
claim, at first view, a high degree of regard
and esteem. But when, as Christians, we_ be-
lieve in a Divine influence and direction, we

.* John L 45,
: B 4



20 ON THE HOLY SCRIPTURES,

find abyndant cause to conclude, that this in-
finence was extended {o those who wrote or
compiled the Scriptures; and therefore be-
lieve with the apostle Paul, that they were
“ given by inspiration of God;”* and are
productive of those imporiant advantages
which he attaches to them.

But, notwithstanding the strong belief which
is generally entertained of the truth of these
writings, and of their having been communi-
cated under the influence of Divine inspira-
tion, there are persons who do not acknow-
ledge one or both of these claims, to that
credibility and reverence which are attached
to the Scriptures. It will therefore be neces-
sary to pay some attention to the objections
advanced by these persons; in doing which,
it may be proper, first to consider those which
are made against the authenticity of the
Scriptures.

These objections may be divided into two
classes.

1. To the writings, as the genuine produc-
tions of the authors to whom they are ascribed.

* 2 Tim. iil. 16.
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2. To the works th;:mselves, as beinga true
history.

With respect to the objection against their
being genuine, in relation to their imputed
authors, if it could in some cases be well sup-
ported, it would by no means invalidate either

_the truth or ihe inspirations of these writings ;
because the books do not always declare their
authors. They have, however, been trans-
mitted through so regular a channel of evi-
dence, by a people for whom they were
especially written, and by whom they were
religiously preserved, as to render their
being written by those to whom they are
ascribed, as indubitable as any thing of the
kiad can be. In some cases the anthors may
be considered as dubious ; and seeing that, in
these instances, the books are not imputed in
Scripture to any individual, no objection can
reasonably be made on this ground.

“An objection is sometimes made to the sup-
posed author, on account of his speaking of
himself in the third person; but this cannot
have much weight, when it is considered that

' BS



22 ON THE HOLY SCRIPTURES.

itis & mode of writing not peculiar to the
Scriptures, but one which has been adopted by
various historians, whose works have heen
genemll y admitted without d:sputatmn

Another more plausible reason for disputing
the authors, arises from some places being
- mentioned by names, which appears to have

been given to them subsequent to 1hc'alleged
wriler’s existence; or from sayil_jg,. that a
place is called by a particular name “to this
day,” with other similar expressions. Now
all this is easily obviated by considering, what
is generally admilted, .that, after the Babylo-
nian captivity, Ezra revised the Jewish Scrip-
tures ; and it appears, that, in some instances,
he either made use of modern names, or added
remarks of his own :to elucidate the history.
.He was a religious character, and one whom

the Jews considered as acting under. Divine-

direction ; they therefore received his com-
ments, and added them, if he did not do it
himself, to the original text. This is a fact
which the Jews acknowledge; and which ac-
counts for the causes of this objection in such

a manner, as. must, I apprehend, be. satisfac-

tory to every impartial mind.
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The account of the death of Moses, at the
end of Deunteronomy, was probably added by
Joshua or Samuel, to complete the history of
Moses, in those books that were written by
him ; and is a circumstance, which no reason-
able man, who is acquainted with literary
publications, would make a ground of objec-
tion to the authenticity of any book.

Nor are the objections to the truth of the
matters related in the Holy Scriptures, of more
weight than thosealleged against their authen-
ticity. They arise from some apparent incon-
sistencies of one part with another, and frém a
supposed difference, in some instances, from
other histories.

“Inmost cases, the inconsistencies objected are
only in appearance; they may be, and indeed
_bave been, removed by a critical examination
of the subjects ; and if we admit a few to have
arisen from incorrectness in transcribers or
translators, surely nowise man would consider
such a circumstance as a reasonable ground, for
rejecting even writings much less authentica-
ted than these. As to the few variations from
other writers, if they cannot otherwise be re
B6
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conciled,a fair consideration of the probability,
which of them bad the best means of informa-
tion, will, I believe, give a clear preference to

_the Sacred historian. But the Scriptores are,

in general, found to be well supported by other
authors; and it is worthy of observation, that
the completion of prophecies .recorded in
various parts of holy writ, is comfirmed by
profane historians of good credit, who, it must
be admitted, could have no inducement to
give any unfair testimony in their favour.*

That some verbal dificulties should occur in
a collaction of books, which were written from
more than one thousand seven hundred, to up-
wards of three thousand years ago, and which .
contain a history of above four thousand years,
is what may reasomably be expected ; but that
writings of such antiquity should come down
to ue so perfectas they appear to be, is cause of
admiration; and, considering their inieresting
importance, of gratitude and praise.

Having, I hope, sufficiently obviated the

+ For thé truth of these assertions, see Grotivson the Truth
of the Christian Religion, Book L. Sect. 16 ; Newton on the
Prophecies; and Tomline on the 8tudy of the Bible.
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most plausible objections, that are made against
the truth and credibility of the Scriptures, the
next circemstance to be considered is their
Inspiration ; by which I understand, that the
writers or compilers were influenced by the
Holy Spirit in communicating these writings.
A considerable part of them, are given as ex-
press communications from the Almighty, to
his servants and prophets: this, if we admit
the trath of the relation, determines a large
proportion of the Bible to be an immediate re-
velation, which is more, as to the degree, than
is necessarily implied by the tetm inspiration.

The reasons for considering these writings,
as being given under that Divine influence
which is called inspiration, are the following :

1.—The characters of the writers, all of
whom, that we can ascertain, were men emi-
nently endowed with Divine gifts; and who
appear to have drawn up these writings for the
use and edification of the church of God ; in
doing which we may reasonably conclude, that
his assistance would'be sought for and afforded.

2.—The character of Ezra, who, besides
being the writer of at least one book, collected

.
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-

the various writings of the Old Testament, with
the exception of two or three books not then
written.* His character, gifts, and motives,
all lead us to the same conclusipn as before ;
with this addition, that as the occasion, or the
authors of some part of these writings, are not
clearly ascertained, Ezra’s compilation, under
Divine influence, gives an additional sanction
to these books.

3.—The testimony of the apostle Paul, who
says: ‘“ All scripture is given by inspiration
of God, and t is profitable for doctrine,” &c.

' % These are Nehemiah and Malachi, and perhaps Esther,
with part of Chronicles. Theyare generally supposed to have
been added by Simon the Just,

+ I am aware, that some persons endeavour to set aside the
force of this passage, by stating that one Greek manuscript
omits the xai, in English and, and that some ancient Versions
have no word equivalent to it; by which they would give a
different meaning to the passage. In answer to this, it may
be observed: \

1.—That for one Greek manuscript which wants the xai, or
and, there are great numbers which have it; and that one is
neither so ancient, nor of so good credit as most of the others,
in the opinion of many critics. Now, to set all other manu-
scripts aside, and préfer a single and less authenticated read-
ing, with two or three translations, which, though they may
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When we consider the o‘pportunities and
abilities of the apostle, for judging in such a
case, (to say nothing of his own inspiration,) his

F

be ancient, can by no means be considered of equal validity with
s0 many copies in the original tongue, would be an exercise of
criticism, which nothing but a par#ial predilection to a precon-

ceived opinion would adopt. Would these critics admit such

arguments in favour of the authenticity of 1 John, v, 7?

2.—The context requires a sense, which implies that the
apostle considered that all which bhe had jost called the Holy
Scriptures were inspired. " Ancient commentators, even those
who have made use of the versions which have not the and, still
consider the passage as implying, that the whole Scripture was
Divinely inspired. So that, supposing (what however is not ad-
mitted) that the x«: was not inthe oi'iginal, the sense Is still the
same. For the more clear elucidation of the subject, let us read
the whole passage, as these objectors would render it; ¢ From
a child thou hast known the Holy Scriptures, which are able
to make thee wise unto salvation, through faith which isin
Christ Jesus. All scripture (or every writing) given by In-
spiration of God, is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for cor-
rection, for instruction in righteonsness ; that the man of God
may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.”

Now, every one that reads this passage impartially, and
comsiders the construction of the semtences correctly, must, I
apprehend, admit, that the Holy Scriptures, mentioned jn the
beginning of the paragraph, are included in the general ob-
servations respecting *“ All scripture given by inspiration,” or
that ** All scriptures gisen by inspiration,” only alluded to
«The holy scriptures” mentioned just before. 1In elther case
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testimony appears to be an insurmountable
argument in favour of those writings, concern-
ing which he made this declaration.

the inference is clear, that the Scriptures of the Old Testament,
which were all that were then called the Holy Scriptures, were
considered by the apostle as Divinely inspired ; and as answer-
ing to the character he gives in the 16th verse, It may be
further observed, that without the xa:, the passage may be
translated thus: ‘‘ All (or the whole) scripture being Divinely
inspired, is profitable,” &c. Even the Latin Vulgate, which
is one of the Versions brought forward as favouring the omis:
sion of the and, will bear this rendering: ** Omuis scriptura,
divinitus inspirata, wtills est,” &c.

3.—The sense is, however, more clear and uneguivocal, by
the well supported reading of the word xa:, or and, as given
in our translation. This sense contains the reason why the
Holy Scriptures were able to make Timothy wise unto salva-
tion; but'lupposin; the meaning simply to be, that all scripture
which Is Divinely inspired, is profitable, &c. without any con-
nexion with the preceding verse, the position would become
an unconnected truism; as no doubt could be entertained, that
all scripture which was Divinely inspired, was thus profitable.
Besides, this meaning would leave Timothy, and every other
reader, in uncertainty, which part of the scripture was, and
which was not inspired ; it offers no rule to distinguish them.
But had this been the apostle’s meaning, there was a fair
occasion, and indeed a call upon him, to offer some means of
distibction,

+ From all these considerations, I am induced tobelieve, that
the comstruction given by our translators, is supportable, npt
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4.—Although the latter arguments are appli-
cable only to the Old Testament ; yet the first
relates to both ; and it is presumed that none,
but Jews, who acknowledge the inspiration of
the Old Testament, will deny it to the New.
The exception which the apostle Paul makes

.

only by all the Greek manuscripts, but by the just rules of
criticism; and by every other reasonable consideration of
which the subject is capable. See this matter farther dis-
cussed by Findlay, onthe Lospiration of the Jewish Scriptures,
in answer to Dr. Geddes.

For the sake of some of my readers, it may be proper to
take notice of an objection, which has been made from Robert
Barclay having, in his apology, quoted the passage withount
the and : ** All scripture given by inspiration of God is profit-
able,” &c. Tnanswer to-this, it may be observed, that Robert
Barclay originally wrote and published his Apology in Latin,
and I believe generally quoted the texts of Scripture from the
Latin Vulgate, of which this is a translation. Evensupposing
him to have preferred this rendering, yet, if we may judge
from what he has written on the Scriptures, there is no reason
to believe he doubted the Inspiration of any part of them.
He begins his Thesis on the Scriptures thus: ** From these
revelations of the Bpirit of God Lo the saints, have proceeded
the Scriptures of truth ;” and this be applies to the historical,
as well as the prophetical, doctrinal, and exhortatory parts of
the Old and New Testaments.

It is hoped that the importance of the subject of this note,
will excuse its length. To have incorporated it into the body
of the work, would not have been so suitable for many readers.,
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in an instance or two, {o his wriling by com-
mandment, is a proof of hAis writings at least
being Divinely inspired.,

. After giving these reéasons, I shall proceed
to consider the principal objections to this in-
spiration, which I apprehend to be:

1,—That some of the matters related, are of
too trivial a nature to be the subjects of Divine
inspiration,

- 2.—That some others appear so inconsistent
with the nature of the Divine Being, asto
render it altogether improbable, that He ever
warranted what is there expressed.

With respect to the first objection, I believe
“we are by no means competent judges. The
O1d Testament, to which this objection may be
principally made, was not primarily written for
us of the present day; but for a people, who
had many peculiar customs and ceremonies,
and to whom many things might be important,
that to us may appear of a trifling nature. Nor
is it improbable, that much of what these ob-
Jectors consider as trifling, may, to others of

N
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their contemporaries, be both important and
instructive. 'The pious and humble mind will
often derive instruction from many of the
works of Divine Providence, which may be
overlooked by the vain and fastidious, as not
worthy of their notice.

~ The second objection, it is apprehended, is
meant principally.to apply to those passages in
the Old Testament, where the Almighty is re-
presented as authorizing the destruction of
man by man. This is an objection not only
* to the inspiration, but to the truth of the Scrip-
tures ; and though it appears to be the strong
lold of the enemies of the Bible, it is by no
means impregnable. It has, indeed, been
often attacked and reduced ; but such is their
fondness for it, that they are continually re-
building it, and resorting to it.

In replying to this objection, it may be pro-
per, first, to consider the command of God to
Abraham, to offer up his son Isaac, which has
been much insisted on, as favouring human
sacrifices,and asan argument againstthe Scrip-
tures. It stands recorded as a trial of Abra-
ham’s faith; and as, after his fuH resignation,
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his hand was stayed from the performance of
the act, I am at a loss to conceive what infer-
ence can be drawn from this circumstance,
deﬂ:gntory to the character of the Divine
Being, or of those writings which represent
Him as putting the righteous patriarch’s love
and obedience to this great trial. Had the
sacrifice been actually made, the objection toit
might have had more appearance of validity ;
but as the case is represented, and no doubt
rightly represented, it appears to afford an
argument against, rather than for, human sacri-
fices. The conduct of Abraham is mentioned,
in both the Old and New Testaments, with
the thost marked approbation: and it has ob-
tained for the obedient patriarch, the distin-
guished character of “ the Friend of God.”*

The command given to the Israelites,tomake

war on the Canaanites, and to destroy them, is
an objection, which it is difficult to conceive
can be seriously urged, by those who consider
war to be lawful, even under the Christian dis-
pensation. War is generally allowed to be one
of those judgments, by which Divine Provi-
dence hath often afilicted a guilty nation ; and,
' * James ii. £3.
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in the instances on which the objection is
founded, this appears te have becn remarkably
the case. They wereindeed judgments which
bhad been mercifully protracted. Thus we
read that the possession of the promised land
by Abraham or his posterity, was deferred for
several generations, because “ the iniquity of
the Amorites was not yet full ;”* although
there is o reason to believe from this expres-
sion, as well as from other circumstances, that
their sins were then very great.

This is further elucidated by the command
~ given to the Israelites, to abstain from many
evil practices, (some of them of the grossest
kind,) of which the nations whom they were to
expel were guilly. These Moses plainly
mentions as the cause of their expulsion ;
warning the Israelites at the same time against
similar conduct, which would produce similar
judgments :  Defile not ye yourselves in any
of these things; for in all these the nations
are defiled, which I cast out before you.
And the land is defiled ; therefore ¥ do visit
the iniquity thereof upon it; and the land
itself vomiteth out her inhabitants. Ye shall

* Gen. xv. 16.
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therefore keep my statutes and my judgments,
and shall not commit any of these abomina-
tions; that the land spue not you out also,
when ye defile il, as it spued out the nations
that were before youn,”*

This subject is also placed in a clear and
forcible point of view by the remonstrance of
Moses, as related in the ninth chapter of Deu-
teronomy ; where, after cautioning the people
against any presumptuous concei(s of their own
merits, he expressly says to them: “ Not for
thy rigbteousness, or for the uprightness of thy
heart, dost thou go to possess theirland ; but for
the wickedness of these nations, the Lord thy
God doth drive them out from before thee."t

The case of Agag has also been brought for-
ward to support the objection, which we have
now under consideration; but in this instance,
we have again a cause assigned for the judg-
ment executed : “ As thy sword hath made
women childless, so shall thy mother be child-
less among women.”|| From this expression
there is reason to suppose, that Agag had been
remarkable for his violence and cruelty, which
justly brought this judgment upon him,

* Lev. xvili, 24-26,28. + Deut. ix. 5. [ 1 Sam. xv, 83,
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It has been alleged, that these pretensions to
Divine commands were only a cloak for ambi-
tion and cruelty. But this cannot reasonably
be supposed to be the case, when it is consi-
dered that these judgments were not confined
to the heathen nations ; but that similar ones
were also threatened and executed upon the
Israelites themselves. Although they were a
people distinguished by many peculiar fa-
vours ; yet, when they departed from the law
and commandment of their God, and degene-
rated into idolatry and wickedness, they be-
came the subjects of Divine retribution. Thus
the prophet Isaiah - expostulates with them:
¢ Who gave Jacob fora spoil,and Israel to the
robbers? Did not the Lord, He against whom
we have sinned? For they would not walk in
his ways, neither were they obedient unto his
law ; therefore He hath poured upon him the
fury of his anger, and the strength of battle.”*
Even Moses, their leader in these supposed
schemes of ambition, denounced, in the most
ample manner, the judgmenis, which would
be the consequence of their disobedience to
the law of their God.—See Lev. xxvi. 14, &c..
Deut. xxviii. 15, &c. :

* Igaiah xlii. 24, 25.
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When we consider the peculiar humility and
disinterestedness of Moses, in refusing to be
called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter ; in the
great reluctance with which he accepted the
government of the Israelites ; in preferring their
forgivenessand preservation to his own aggran-
dizement, or that of his family ; and in the sin-
gular liberality which he manifested, when
Eldad and Medad were complained of for
prophesying inthe camp : when these circom-
stances are considered, there seems no ground
whatever to suspect Moses of either ambition
or cruelty. We perceive,on the contrary, the
propriety of the distinguished character given
of him, most probably by some pious tran-
scriber of the Pentateuch: “Now the man
Moses was very meek, above all the men which
lived on the face of the earth.”*

In considering the various circumstances
connected with this subject, there appears to
be abundant cause to acknowledge that the
Lord’s ways arc equal ; and that those judg-
ments upon the Canaanites were not the exer-
cise of a capricious severity ; but were admi-
nistered under circumstances, which perfectly

* Numbers xii. 3.
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reconcile themto those principles ofjusiice and
mercy, which we consider amongthe most dis-
tinguished attributes of the Deity. And though,
in many instances, the innocent may seem fo
suffer cqually with the guilty ; yet this is no
more than is generally the case in other public
‘calamities. Even in those most remarkable ones,
the universal deluge, and the destruction of
Sodomand Gomorrah,many innocent children
must have suffered with their guilty parents. In
considering these cases, we should remember,
that whatever publicafflictions may be directed
for the punishmeot of nations, it is to a future _
life that we must look for the grand distinction
between individuals ; when ¢ God will render
to every man according to his deeds.”®

1f some of those who, with myself, consider
war altogether inconsistent with the Christian
dispensation, shounld argue from the unchange-
ableness of the Divine nature, that the Almighty
could. not allow of, or enjoin practices, in one
age, which are inconsistent in another ; it may
. and ought to be observed, that in his dispensa-
tions to mankind, great variety is evident ; and
many things which were not only allowed, but

* Rom, ii. 6.
C
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commanded, in former times, and under dif
ferent circumstances, would now be improper.

it also appears; that when our blessed Lord
set forth the peaceableness of the gospel dispen-
sation, He showed thata contrary conduct had
been more than permitted in formertimes ; and
unless we intend to controvert the propriety of
the manner, in which the Author of the Chris-
tianreligion propagated it, we must allow, that
there have been times, in which divers things
werelawful ihat are now unlawful ; and thus we
may recencilé the cousistency of the Jewish
wars with the Divine will. “ Ye have heard
that it hath been safd, an eye for an eye, and a
tooth for a tooth ; but I say unto you, resist not
evil.” Again, “ Ye have heard that it hath
ibeen said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and
hate thine enemy ;* but I say unto you, Love
‘your enénies,” &c. Now, when we consider
the expressions- just cited, and observe the
obvious difference they make between the dis-
pensations of the Law and of tbe Gospel ; we

e

* The words,  hate thine enemy,” do not sppearia the Okl
Testament ; perhaps they were added by the scribes asa gloss ;
however, our Lord, by his recital, acknowledges them as not
sconsistent with the forinér' dispénsation.
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may find abundant reason to believe, that it
was not inconsistent with the Divine nature
and will, to command those things which are
relaled respecting the wars of the Jews.

If any credibility is due to the writings of
Moses, (and they have all the claim to credibi-
lity which writings of that antiquity well can
have,) it is evident that those wars were com-
manded by the Almighty. And when we
consider, that we have no less support for the
- authority of Moses than our Lord himself; that
He and his aposiles mention him with evident
tokens of their considering him Divinely
directed ; we must, in denying the authority
of Moses, also deny that of Christ and his
apostles:—a consequence, from the idea of
which every Christian must revolt,

Let us, therefore, be content with that evi-
dence of the Divine will which is afforded us;
and, rather than impugn the former dispensa-
tions of God to mankind, be thankful to Him
for having introduced one so much more ex-
cellent, in which—* Glory to God in the
highest,” is peculiarly united with—“Peace on
earth, and good will to men.”

c2
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But whilst I have been endeavouring to re-
move these objections, I have regretted that
there should he any necessity thus to “justify
the ways of God to men,” as recorded in holy
writ, and to endeavour to support the cause of
that Omnipotent Being, whose prerogative
_ alone it is—* That He giveth no account of
any of his matiers,” He has, notwithstanding,
as far as different circumstances will permit,
condescended to adapt his dispensations to-
wards mankind, to those principles of wisdom,

justice, and mercy, which are the rules of our

conduct towards each other. If, in some in-
stances, we cannot perceive this consistency,
the infinite disparitly between the Divine
Being and his creature man, might reasonably
induce us to expect difficulties of this kind ;
and surely the wisdom is no more to be admired
than the faith, of those who reject every thing
respecting an Infinite Being, that does not
comport with their finite capacitics. ‘Canst
thou, by searching, find out God? Canst
thou find out the Almighty to perfection? It
isas high as heaven; what canst thou do?
Deeper than hell; what eanst thou know?
The measure thereof is longer than the earth,
and broader than the sea. If He cut off, and
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shut up, and gather together, then who can
hinder Him " # ' '

But, in admitting the Holy Scriptures to
have been communicated to us under Divine
influence or inspiration, it is not necessary to
consider all that is related in them, concerning
even those whose general conduct might en-
title them to the character of good men, as
intended for oar imitation. In many instances,
indeed, their conduct is very properly and im-
partially censured ; and this impartiality con-
stitutes one of the many excellencies of the
Hible. Buttherearealso circumstances simply
related without any comment, which it is by no
means requisite to consider as related with ap-
probation, or authorizing a similar cenduct in
us. A close and critical examination of some
of these cases, would probably remove much
of theimpression which a slighter consideration

~may have sometimes produced. At any rate,
neither the sacred historian, nor that inspira-
tion under which he issupposed to have written,
is chargeable with such circumstances.—Here,
however, we have ‘again occasion for the exer-
cise of our gratitude, in that it has pleasedDivine

* Job, xi. T.
c8
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Providence to give us an existence under a
dispensation, which requires singular degrees °
of purity and uprightness of conduct; and
which exceeds all former ones in the excel-
lence of its morality, as well as in the peculiar
peaceableness of its principles, and the spiritu-
ality of its worship.

Great judgment isalso necessary inapplying
the Scriptures to the support of religious doc-
trines and observances. These have becn, I
apprehend, sometimes adopted from what may
be incidentally mentioned, raiher ihan incul-
cated. In considering the Scriptures, and
endeavouring {o build systems upen them, it
requires great care to dislinguish those things
which are universal and essential, from such as
are only of a temporary or local nature, For
want of an attention of this kind, many unpro-
fitable disputes, (o say no worse of them,)
have arisem among the professors of Christi-
anity ; and much unnecessary stress has been
laid on things which the Christian religion
does not enjoin or require.

Highly, however, asthese writings are to be
valued, and highly indeed do we esteem them !
there is not anly a possibility, but a danger, of
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placing too much dependence upon them, by
preferring them -to that Divine Spirit from
which they preeeed, to which they direct pur
attention,and by which only they can be rightly
apened to our understandings. Thus the Jews;
in the days of our blessed Baviour’s personal
appearance on earih, paid great attention to the

Scriptares ; and at the same time did not believe
" in Him, ¢ of swhom Moses in the law, and the
prophets,did write.” On thisaccountour Lord
reproves them in this manuer : “ Search (or, ye
search) the Seriptures; for in them ye think ye
have eternal life; and they are they which
testify of me ;and ye will not come unto me,
that ye might have life.” Now, that from.
which the Scriptures proceeded, and to which
they amply bear witness as the means of salva-
tion, is what we apprebend there is a danger
of -neglecting ; and thereby of dwelling npon
theletter, without a proper regard to the spirit ;
a danger against which the Scriptares them-
selves contain many salutary eaytions.

There is also a name by which the Holy
Scriptures are frequently distinguished, which
appears to be, in divers respeets, exceptionable,
namely : “ The Word of God.” This is an ap-

cé
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pellation which is otherwise applied in those
writings; and it tends to create a confusion of
ideas, hunecessarily to denominate several
subjects by the same name. Christ is called,
“The Word of God.”* The term+ is also
applied to that holy Principle or Spirit, by
which He carries on the work of salvation in
the hearts of true Christians ; and frequently to
the preaching of the gospel ; but by applying
it to the sacred writings, a misapplication of
passages in them is frequently occasioned.
That these writings contain the words of God,
we readily admit : but we think it safest, as
well as most proper, to designate them by
that appellation by which the apostle Paul
has distinguished them ; and, by way of priority
to all other writings, to style them, The Holy
Scriptures. Concerning these writings we
believe with this apostle, that they were
“ given by inspiration of God; and are pro-
fitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction,
for instruction in righteousness ; that the man
of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished
unto all good works.”§

* John i. 1, &c. Rev. xix. 13. + Heb. iv. i2,
1 Pet. i. 23. 1 .Joha i 14. § 2 Til_ll. iil. 16-




CHAPTER III,

@n the Christian Religion,

The Fall of Man, and the Promise of a Redeemer.—Different
modes of Divine communication to Man.—Prospects and Pro-
phecies of the Gospel Day.—Christ comes among the Jews.—
The benefits of kis coming designed to be universal.—Objects
of his coming recapitulated.—Christian redemption a work of
love.—Divinity of Christ, and of the Holy Spirit.—On the
Trinity—Justiffcation— Resurrection,— Arguments and Evi-
dences of Christianity.—The true and perfect Christian.

HAVING vindicated the truth and Divine
authority of the Scriptures, we next proceed
to consider the most important doctrines of
the Christian Religion.

Man having, by disobedience to the Divine
command, lost that state of innocence and
purity inwhich he was originally created ; and
having thereby subjected himself and his off-
spring to sin and misery ; it pleased his gra-
cious and merciful Creator, in the riches of

ch

~
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his love, early to point out and to promise a
Redeemer. This was done at the very time
when sentence was pronounced on our first
parents for iheir transgression ; for then their
tempter and seducer received this judgment :
“I will put enmity between thee and the wo-
man ; and between thy seed and her seed:
it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise
his hcel.”*

- But, notwithslandiag (he promise was thus
early made, many ages clapscd before it pleased
God completely to fulfil it : during which time,
however, He did not lcave mankind wholly to

“themselves ; but, by the minisization of angels,
. by that Holy Spirit which was more plentifally
ta be poured forth in the Christian dispensation,
and by other means, He commnunicated his will
1o the cbildren of men ; striving with and re-
proving the ungodly because of their iniquities,
as well as exhorting and comforting the right-
eous under those trials, to which this pro-
bationary state,and, in some instances, the love
and.the fear of their God,rendered them liable.
‘T'y pical offerings and. sacrifices for sin were
alsa established, in allusion to that One offer-
' * Gom iil. 15,
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ing, by which ¢ He hath now perfeeted for
ever them that are sanctified.” +

Among other sources of consolation, was the
prospect, which was at times given to the patri-
archs and prophets, of the day of Christ, and of
the excellence of his dispensation ; concerning
which we have many predictions left upon
" record, abundantly setting forth those advan-
tages which were designed to mankind by Him,
whom we have represented to us as the Sent of
the Father. By these prophecies, as well as by
the types of the Mosaic law, the minds of many
were gradually prepared for the reception of
the promised Messiah ; and many there appear
to have been, who, with Simeon and Anna,
“ waited for the consolation of Israel, and look-
ed for redemption in Jerusalem,”* by the com-
ing of Him, who was pecnuliarly prophesied of,
as “ A light to lighten the Gentiles;” as well
as for * The glory of his people Israel.”’§

Thus, “ When the fulness of the time was
come, God sent forth his Son, made of a wo-
man, made under the law, to redeem them that

+ Heb. x. 14. *® Lalte il 25, 38. § Isa. xHi. 6. Luke . 33,
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were under the law,”|| from those ceremonious
observances, which were desigoed to be as a
“ Schoolmaster ig bring them to Christ.”§ Yet
the great object of Christ’s coming was by no
means confined to the Jewish people ; amongst
whorm, and by whom, He suffered that igno-
minious death, by which it hath pleased God,
(and surely it ought to suffice us that it has
thus pleased Him,) ¢ to reconcile all things to
Himself.”* .

The evangelical prophet, about seven hun- .
dred years before our Saviour’s personal ap-
pearance on carth, speaking in the name of the
Almighty, declares : “ It is a light thing that
Thou shouldst be my sefvant, {o raise up the
tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved of
Israel: I will also give Thee for a light to the
Gentiles, that Thou mayest be my salvation unto
the end of the earth.”+ Consonant with this
gracious prediction, are these declarations of
the apostle John : “In Him was life ; and the
life was the light of men,” “That wasthe true.
Light, which lighteth every man that” cometh
into the world.”t “ He is the propitiation fox
our sins ; and not for ours only, butalso for the

| GaLiv. 4, - § Gal. ili. 24.
# Col. i. 20. + Isaiah xlix. 6. % Jobn i. 4, 9.
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sins of the whole world.”§ Many are the pro-
phecies concerning the universal extent of the
benefits of Christ’s coming, theaccomplishment
of which isfully borne witness to by the writers
of the New Testament. This is particularly
and frequently done by Paul, who, beingin an
" ‘especial manner the aposile of the Gentiles, has
abundantly set forth, “That the Gentiles
should be fellow-heirs, and of thé same body,
and partakers of his promise in Christ by the
Gospel.”* Thus was broken down that par-
tition wall, which formerly existed between
Jews and Gentiles; all were united in one
common cause ; and all had an equal interest
in Him, with whom * There is neither Greek
nor Jew ; circumcision nor uncircumcision ;
Barbarian, Scythian ; bond nor free ; male nor
female ; but Christ is all,and in all ; and allare
one in Christ.”’+

From what has already been expressed, it
appears evident, that the love of God, in send-
ing his Son into the world, was not limited to
any part of it ; but that the benefits were de-
signed to exiend as far as the effects of Adam’s

§1Jobnii 9. * Ephes. iii. 6. 4 Col. iii. 11, Gal ili. 28.

.
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transgression. 'This the apostle shows in the
5th chaptero f the epistle to the Romans ; and -
in another epistle, speaking of the resurrection
of the dead, he asserts : that, “ As in Adam all
die, even so in Christshall all be madealive.”{
It affords one of the most encouraging consi-
derations, that these benefitsare thus unlimited,
and that, through the propitiatory Sacrifice of
our blessed Redeemer, and by that Spirit, the
more plentiful effusion of which He hath pur-
chased for mankind, the advantages resulting
from his death may be received, even by those,
whose sitoation may deprive them of the op-
portunity of an external knowledge of the
truths of the gospel.

Unless we admit this, we shall greatly con-
tract the benefits of Christ’s coming. He
“tasted death forevery man.”* His * Light
lighteth every man that cometh into the
world.”+ And although the outward know-
ledge of these gospel truths may be withheld -
from many, yet their operation is not therefore
necessarily frusirated. How many partake of .
favours of which they cannot trace the cause!
He, who is not willing that any should perish,

$ 1 Cor. xv. 22. * Heb. 1i.9. + Johnl, 9,
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has doubtless provided means by which the
state of perdition may be avoided, even by
those to whom his Providence has pot afforded
opportunities to obtain a histerical knowledge
of the truths of Christianity. Those, Aowever,
who are in possession of this knowledge, can-
not be too thankful for it ; in that they are en-
abled to draw nigh unto God with more fall
assurance of faith ; and, ‘confiding in their
blessed Redecmer, are encouraged, under their -
various conflicts and exercises, to look unto
Him who is “touched with the feeling of our
infirmities,”* and “is able to succour those
that are tempted.”t

The Christian religion then teaches, that our
first parents having sinned and lost the Divine
image, the fablenr nature became so predominant,
that it was by them transfeyred to their off-
spring : butin order that man might be vestored
1o favour, and te a state of purity, it pleased
the Almighty to promise and send & Redeemer,
whose sacrifice of Himself He saw meet to ac-
cept, as the means of reconciliation and for-
giveness of sins ; hersby puttiog an end to all
those sacrifices, which, from the fall, or very
soon after, to the time when Christ thus offered

* Heb, Iv. 15. + Heb. li. 18,
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up Himself, had been adopted as the means of
obtaining acceptance with God. And al-
though we cannot trace this practice toa Divine
command, earlier than the time of Moses; yet
the universal adoption of it by the religious of
all ages, is a strong implication that it was of -
Divine origin, instituted in reference to that
“ One offering, by which Christ hath perfected
for ever them that are sanctified.”*

Thus, the chief objects of the coming of
Christ, evidently appear to have been, First, by
the sacrifice of Himself, to make atonement to
God for us, and to become the Mediator be-
tween God and man :—Secondly, by the sancti-
fying operation of the Holy Spirit, Lo finish
transgression, and to make an end of sins, and
to bring in everlasiing righteousness.”+ And
thirdly, by putting an end to thelegal dispensa-
tion, and, as the apostle expresses it, “ Blotting
out the hand-writing of ordinances that was
against us,”} to lead mankind to a more pure
and spiritual worship of the Divine Being.

Italsoappears that the Christian redemption
is throughout a work of love. * God so loved
* Heb,x, 14, + Dan, ix. 24,  } Colii 14,
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the world, that He gave his only-begotien Son,
that whosoever believeth in Him should not
perish, but have everlasting life.”§ In this point
of view, we contemplate this interesting and
important subject ; and not as the effect of im-
placable wrath, as some represent it. Christ
‘was and is the gift of God. Thus the Holy
Scriptures represent the subject to us; and
surely, the greater the gift, the greater the love.
¢ God commendeth hislove towards us, in that
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”*
He co-operated with the Fatherin this gracious
design ;and though He was of the same Divine
nature, He condescended to take upon Him our
human nature, and “ was made flesh and dwelt
among us,’t until He had, by his life and
by his death, as man, completed the work that
was given Him todo; after which He ascended
to that glory, which He had with the Father
before the world began.

-+ Here we are led to consider the Diyinity of

our blessed Saviour, in which we, as a people,

do most surely believe ; but, as every thing re-

lating to the Divine Being, which is not ex-

pressly revealed, is far above the reach of
{ Johniii. 16. ¥ Rom.v,8. ' + Johni. 14.

.
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human comprehension,we are desirous of avoid-
ing all such particular disquisitions, as lead
beyond the clear expression of holy writ. We
can indeed say on this, as on every other oc-
casion, that we believe all that the Scriptures
have spoken-and inculcated : we believe that
the Evangelist was clearly speaking of Jesus
Christ, and of his Diyinity, or Godhead, when
he said : ““In the beginning was the Word,

aud the Word was with God, and the Word.

was God. The same was in ibe beginning
with God., All things werec made by Him,
and without Him was not any thing made
that was made. In Him was life, and the life
was the light of men.”* “ And the Word was
made flesh, and dwelt ainong us.”+ Here we
have a cleay and full testimony both to the
Divinity and the humanity of Christ; and we
have, ever since we were a people, horne tes-
timony to this Scripture doctrine.

We likewise believe in the Divinity of the
Holy Spirit, which is frequently united in
Scriptare with the Father and with the Son;
and whose office, in the instruction and salva-
tion of mankind, is set forth in divers passages

* Johal.1-4. Ibid 14,
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of haly writ. See Mait, xxviii. 19. John
xv.26. Acts xxviii. 25. Heb. ix. 14.

This belief in the Divinity of the Fatber, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit, induced some of the
teachers in the Christian Church, about three
bundred years after the personal appearance of
Christ, to form a doctrine to which they gave
the name of Trinity ; but in our writings we
seldom make use of this term, thinking it best,
on such a subject, to keep to scriptural expres-
sions, and to avoid thosc disputes which have
since perplexed the Christian world, and led
into speculations beyond the power of human
ahilities to decide. If we consider that we
ourselves arc composed of an union of “ spirit,
and soul, and body,”* and yet cannot deter-
mine low cven these are united; how much
less may we expect perfect clearness on a
subject so far above our finite comprehension,
as ihat of the Divine Nature !

After expressing our senlimenis on what is
called the Trinity, it will be proper to explain
our views of the doetrine of justification, con-
cerning which so much diversitly of sentiment

® Thess. v. 25.
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prevails : some imputing it wholly to faith, and
others principally, if not wholly, to works.

So far as remission of sins, and a capacity to
receive salvation, are paris of justification, we
attribute it tothe sacrifice of Christ ; ¢ in whom
we have redemption through his blood, the for-
giveness of sins, according to the riches of his
grace.”+ But when we consider justification
as a state of Divine favour and acceptance, we
ascribe it, not sinply either to faith or works»
but to the sanctifying operation of the Spirit
of Christ, from which only living faith and
acceptable works proceed ; and by which we
may come to know, that “the Spirit itself
beareth witness with our spirits, that we are
the children of God.”*

In attributiog our justification, through the
grace of God in Christ Jesus, to the operation
of the Holy Spirit, which sanctifies the heart,
and producesthe work of regeneration, we are
supported by the testimony of the Apostic Paul,
who says: “ Not by works of righteousness
which we have done, but of hismercy He saved
ns by the washing of regeneration, and renew-
ing of the Holy Ghost.”’| Again, *“ But ye are

+ Eph. 1. 7. * Rom. viil. 16. [| Titus iii, 5.
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washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justi-
fied, in lhe name of the Lord Jesns, and by the
Spirit of our God.”}

By this view of the doctrine of justification,
weconceive the apparently differentsenliments
of the apostles Paul and James are reconciled.
Necither of them say, that faith alone, or works
alone, are the cause of our being justified ; but
as one of them asserts the necessity of faith,
and the other of works, for effecting this great
" object, a clear and convincing proof is afforded
that both contribute to our justification ; and
that faith without works, and works without
faith, are equally dead.

The doctrine of the resurrection of the dead,
is 80 connected with the Christian religion, that
it will be proper to say something also on this
subject, In explaining our belief of this doc-
trine, we refer to the xvth chapter of the 1st
. Epistle to the Corinthians. In this chapter is
clearly laid down the resurrection of a body,
though not of the same body that dies : * There
are celestial bodies, and there are bodies terres-
trial ; but the glory of the celestial is one, and
the glory of the terrestrial is anotber. So also

1 1 Cor. vi. 11.
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is the resurrection of the dead.—It is sown a
natural body, it israised a spiritual body : there
is a natural body and there is a spiritual body,
Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood
cannot inherit the kingdom of God ; neither
doth corruption inherit incorruption.”* Here
werest ourbelief in this“myslery,” without de-
siring lo pry into it beyond whatis revealed to
us ; remembering that “secret things belong un-
to the Lord our God ; butthosethings whichare
revealed, belong untous and to our children”||

Many are the argumentsand evidences which
might be brought forward in favour of the -
Christian religion ; but none appearto bemore
forcible, than the purity of that morality which
is inculcated by it ; and which is most effectually
adapled to the promotion of the happiness of
mankind in this world, as well as in that which
is to come. A just test of principles, as well .
as of men, was laid down by our Saviour in
these words : “ By their fruits ye shall know
them.”t It is the conduct to which principles
lead, by which we are to judge of their recti-
tude; rather than by the actions of men, who
may profess these principles, but whose weak-
ness may often cause a violation of them. Now,

e ]

* 1 Cor. xv./40, 42, 44, 50. | Deut. xxix. 29. + Matt. vii, 20,
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to apply this test to Christ and his religion, let
us first attend to that angelic song, with which
hisbitth was introduced intothe world :  Glory
to God in the highest, and on earth peace,
good willtowards men.”} Next,let us consider
how his precepts and his exansple corresponded
with it. Read that most excellent serman on
the mount ; look at the example He has left us,
under all the temptations and trials which, fur
onr sakes, were permitted to assail Him | With -
what firmness did He reprove the vices and
hypocrisyofthe Jews! With what meekness did
He bear their insults and persecutions! Truly,
indeed, was it foretold of Him : ¢ He is brought
-asa lamb totheslaughter ; and asa sheep before
her shearers is damb, s6 He openeth not his
mouth.”* And when this people had executed
upon Himallthattheir malice could devise, He,
consistently with the precepts which He had
iiculcated, in return for all their injuries, put
up this most affecting prayer: *Father! for-
give them ; they know not what they do.”+

Bat this example and these. précepts werc
not confined to our holy Head and High Priest.
Ia that part of conduct which is the most diffi-

t Lukcil. 14 * Isaiah liii, 7.—This whole chapler is a re-
markable prediction of the coming and sufferings of Christ,
) + Luke xxiii. 34.
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culi for human nature, the forgiveness of inju-
ries, we find the proto-martyr, Stephen, fol-
lowed his Lord’s example ; and when expiring
under the cruelties of the same people, thus
poured out hissoul unto God : “ Lord ! lay not
this sin to their charge.”t What other religion
is there, that inculcates a conduct like this!
that teaches not only to forgive injuries, but
even lo pray for those that are the cause of
them !—Precepts which alone give a decided
preference to Christianity, above all other re-
ligions in the world !

Let us next look into those epistles, which
theapostlesaddressed to the Christian converts
both among the Jews and Gentiles ; and there
we shall again find, in addition to the doctrinal
part of Christianity, such a spirit of pure mo-
rality and true love, so uniformly inculcated,
and the duties of every station in life taught
with so much simplicity and energy, as to ren-
derthe reading of them pleasingand instructive ;
and at the same time gaining the assent of our
judgment, however remote from them our prac-
tice may frequently be. The following extract
from the Epistle to the Romans is brought for-
ward, not because il contains matier superiour
" 1o many other paris of the epistles ; but because
+ Acts vii. 60.

i
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of the comciseness, the simplicity; and the
energy. with which the important presepts are
conveyed : ¢ Letlove be without dissimulation.
Abhor that which is evil ; cleave to-that which
is good. Be kindly affectioned oneto another
with brotherly leve ; in honour preferring one
another ; mot slothful in business; fervent in
spirit; serving the Lord; rejoicing in hope;
patient in,tribulation ; continuing instantin
preyer ; distributing to the necessity of saints;
given to hospitality. Bless them that per-
secute you : bless and curse not.  Rejoice with.
them that do rejeice : and weep with them
that weep. Be of the same mind one towards
another. Mind not high things, but condescend
to men of low estate. Be not wise in your own
conceits. Recompense tono man evil for evil.
Provide things honest in the sight of all men.
If it:be possible, as much as lieth in you, live
peaceably with all men.”*—% Be not overcome
of evil, but overcome evil with good.”+

It may not be necessary to enter much into
thosearguments, which the miracles performed
by Christ and his apostles afford for the truth
of the Christian religion. If what is advanced
in favour of the truth and credibility of the Holy
Scriptures, be admitted, these arguments must

* Rom. xii. 8-18. + Rom. xii. 21. D
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unavoidably strike every considerate and i~
pariial mind, with irresistible force. It may,
however, be proper {o observe, that the credibi-
lity of these accounts, so far at least as they re-
late to our blessed Saviour, receives great additi-
onal force, from being confirmed, in many parts,
by four different testimonies, whose distinct
concurring evidence affords no small confirma-
tion of the trath of their relations. | This con- -
firmation is rather increased than lessened, by
the slight variations which sometimes appear ;
for, with these variations, no suspicion can rea-
sonably be fixed ofa preconcerted design to im-
pose upon the world. Two of the evangelists,
at least, were witnesses of what they wrote; a
third tells us, tliat he was one of those who re-
" ceived information fromsuchas, from the begin-
ning, were eye-witnesses and ministers of the
word ; and the fourth issupposedtohave written
when in company with the apostle Peter,and to
have received his information and instruction
fromhim. Totheserelations ofthe evangelists
the followingdeclarationand testimony of Peter
afford additional confirmation : “ We have not
followed cunningly devised fables, when we
made known to you the power and coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ; but were eye-witnesses
of his Majesty ; for He received from God the
Father honour and glory, when there came such
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a voice from the Excellent Glory : This is my
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”#

. In whatever point of view, therefore, we con- °
sider the Christian religion, it exhibits to us a
plan and design worthy of our great and gra-
cious Creator ; and so well adapted tothe state -
of the human heart, that nothing appears to be
wanling, but the acceptance of the terms on
which it is offered. Yet, as the condition on
which only we can be true Christians, requires
us to deny ourselves, and take up a daily cross
to our evil propensities, this doctrine and that
" foundation on which it is built, are now, as
formerly, to some a stumbling block, and to
others, foolishness. It is indeed to be feared,
that many who adopt the Christian religion in
theory, are but little acquainted with it in prac-
tice. True Christianity is more adapted to
the heart, than tothe head : it is not somuch a
system of doctrines, as it is the power of God
unto salvation. Nevertheless, it necessarily
includes doctrines ; butthen it requires a union
of the spirit with the letter; of faith and of
works ; of the power and of the form of godli-
ness. To unite these in our hearts, and in our
actions, is what appears to me to constitute

the true and perfect Christian.
* 2 Peter i. 16, 17. D2



CHAi’TER IV.
@u the I!inllumm of the Molp Spivit.

The Gift of the Spirit an essential of Christianity.— Different’
" mames of the Spirit.—Necessity of its assistance.—Universally

afferded—and én all ages—but most plentifully in.the Gospel.—

Unconditional election and reprobation disowned and disproved.

IN the preceding chapter, the gift of the
Holy Spirit hasbeen considered as an essential
part of trae Christianity ; but as it is a doctrine
on which we insist,*. more than other professors

* Theword ** insist,” is here used, because it is not adoctrine
peculiar to us, but only one on which we lay more stress than
most other Christians. The church of England holds the
doctrine mnch as we do, as may.be seen in the Iurgy, from
which ar¢ extrgcted the two following collects, and to which
others of a similar tendency might be added : * The Fifth Sun-
day after Easter.”—* 0 Lord,' from whom all good things do
come ! grant to us, thy humble servants, that, by thy holy inspi-
ration, we may think those.things that be good; and by thy
merciful guiding may .perform the same, throngh our Lord
Jesus Christ. dmen.” ¢ The 19th Sunday after Trinity.”—
“ O God! forasmuch as without Thee we are unable to please
Thee; mercifully grant that thy Holy Spirit may, in all thingk,
direct ard rule our hearts, through,” &c.—See also. Knox’s
Christian Philosophy.
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of the Christiaw name, I have apprehended it
Pproper to appropriate a:chapter tothissubject ;
and, for that reason, havesaid less upon it than
I should otherwise have done, when treating
of the general doctrines of Christianity.

There are different names in the Scriptures,
by which this Spirit is'denominated. It is not
only called the Holy Spirit, or the Spirit of
God, and of Christ ; but it is also distinguish-
ed, with great propriety, by theappellation of
“the Grace of God ;”'* as being a mark of his
peculiar. favour {0 mankind. Another appro-
priate denomination is ¢ Light,” by which are
evinced its effects, in manifesting what is good
and what is evil : “ For whatsoever doth make
manifest is Light.”+ Other names might be
enumerated by which the same thing is dis-

‘tinguished ; but these may be sufficient to
convey a clear idea of what I have in view. '

The Holy Scriptures so frequently make
mention of this Divine influence ; and enforce

* Insome instances, the word griice in Scripture simply
means favour; bat in others, it evidently implies an inward
operative principle, and is synonymous with the Holy Spirit.—
See Cruden’s and Taylor’s Concordances, under Grace.

+ Ephes. v. 13.
3
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it with so. much energy, that there is no doc-
trine derived from these writings, on which,
they appear to be more clear and-explicit, and
.to afford less room for objection and contro-.
versy.

In considering this subject, it may be proper
toadvance and support the following positions.

~ 1.—The necessity of the assistance of the
Holy Spirit, for understanding the things, and
for working the works, of God. '

2.—That such a portion of this Spirit, as is
necessary for working out the soul’s salvation,
is afforded to mankind universally.

With regard to the first position, the apostle
Paul argues the case so forcibly, and with such
logical clearness, that I shall quote his words,
both as the best argumentsand the best autho-

.rity, that can be adduced on the occasion;
¢ What man,” saith he ¢ knoweth the things of
a man, save the spirit of man which is in him ?.
even so the things of God knoweth no man, but
the Spirit of God.”* After which he proceeds
thus: “ Now we have received, not the spirit
of the world, but the Spirit which is of God ;

*1Cor il 1. .



THE HOLY SPIRIT. 67

that we might know the things that are freely
given to us of God: which things also we
speak, not in the words which man’s wisdom
teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth;
comparing spiritual things with spiritual. But
the natural man receiveth not the things of the
Spirit of God; for they are foolishness unto
him; neither can he know them, because they
are spiritually discerned.”*

In the epistle to the Romans, the apostle
also shows the necessity of the assistance of the
Spirit,saying expressly : “ Ifany man have not
the Spirit of Christ, he is none of, his—for as
many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are
the sons of God : for ye have not received the
spirit of bondage again to fear,but ye have re.
ceived the spirit of adoption, whereby we cry,
Abba, Father. The Spirit itself beareth wit-
ness with our spirit, that we are the children
of God.—Likewise,the Spirit also helpeth our
infirmities ; for we know not what we should
pray for as we ought; but the Spirit itself
maketh intercession for us, with groanings
which cannot be uttered.”t :

From these passages, and from many others
which might be adduced, it appears clearly,
* 1.Cor.i. 13-14.  + Rom. vili.9, 14, 15, 16, 26.
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that the influence of the Holy Spirit is neces-
sary for the performance of those duties, which
make us truly acceptable unto God. Itis by
our humble attention to this Spirit, that weare
instructed -in these duties, and enabled to per-
form them ; and, by abiding underits purifying
imfloences, we are gradually created anew in
Christ Jesus, unto good works. By this Spirit
we are also instructed in the .great and solemn
+duty of prayer: “Praying always with all
prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and
watching thereunto with all perseverance.”*
It is likewise by this Spirit, that those who are
called to the sacred office of gospel ministry,
are “made able ministers of the New '[esta-
ment; not of the letter, but of the Si)irit; for
the letter killeth, but the Spirit giveth life.”+

In addition to these clear and forcible de-
clarations, it may be proper to remark, that
they are grounded on such arguments, as evince
them not to be confined to the times of the

apostles, or primitive Christians ; but, being.

adapted to the weakness of man, they may rea-

sonably be supposed to last as long as that

weakuess remains : and unless it can be'proved

that, since those times,mankind have received
* Ephes. vi. 18, + 2 Cox. iil. 6.
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such an extraordinary accession of natural
powers, as makes religion and virtue more
easily attainable than formerly, we should
thankfully submit to be instructed and as-
sisted by the same supernatural means, which
tlie Holy Scriptures so strongly recomimend,
as essential to the performance of those reli-
gious duties, which we owe to our great
Creator, and to our merciful Redeemer.

We come now to the second position, viz.
“ That such a portion of the Holy Spirit, as is
necessary for working out the soul’s salvation,
is afforded to mankind universally.”

It has already been shown, that there are
different names by which this Spirit is distin-
guished. We apprehend it to be d degree of
the same, which the apostle alluded to, when,
writing to the Romans respecting the state of
the Gentile world, he says: *For when the
Gentiles, which have not the law, do by nature
the things contained in the law; these having
not the law, are a law unto themselves, which
show the work of the law written in their
hearts ; their consciences also bearing witness,
and their thoughts the meanwhile accusing, or
else excusing one another.”*

* Rom. i, 14, 15. »5
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We also find that the Spirit of God strove
with the antediluvian world ; respecting which
the Almighty gave this declaration: “My
Bpirit shall not always strive with man.”#®
Concerning the Jews in the Mosaic dispensa-
tion, Nehemiah expresses himself thus in his
prayer : “Thou gavest also thy good Spirit to
instruct them.””+ And by Isaiah itis said:
“They rebelled and vexed his Holy Spirit ;
therefore He was turned to be their enemy.”t

Thus we see in every age and state of the
world, therchasbecn a secret principle at work
in the minds of men, which formed the basis of
all truereligion ; and by inattention and (lisobe-

, dience to which, they fell into those enormities
that produced the just judgmentsof an offended
God. We believe that this Divine principle is,
as has already been intimated, the same with -
that which the Evangelist John calls, “ the true

- light, which lighteth every man that cometh

into the world ;”§ that it is the gospel which

Paul says, “was preached to [or in|] every

creature which is under heaven ;1 and that it
is what he elsewhere styles, “ the Grace of God,

* Gen. vi. 3. + Neh.ix.20. i Tsa, Ixiii. 10, § Johni. 9.
" || The Greek is * iy méon =7 «figu.” 5 Col. i. 23,
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which bringeth salvation, and has appeared
unto all men,”*

Butalthough this Divine principle has always
been, in degree, afforded to mankind ; yel it was
by the Gospel Dispensation, not only that life
and immortality were brought tolight ; but that
the Holy Spirit was more plentifully poured
forth, and became as it were the leading feature
of that religion, which our blessed Redeemer
has introduced intothe world. With this view
of the subject, I apprehend, the Evangelist ex-
presses himself thus : “ The Holy Ghost was,
not yet given, because that Jesus was not yet
glorified.”+ And in another place : ¢ The law
was given by Moses ; but Grace and Truth
came by Jesus. Christ.”t Of this Grace the
apostle Paul, in particular, frequently speaks in
his epistles ; but most fully in that to Titus, in
ihe passage just referred to. This passage it may
be proper here to give at large : *“ The Grace
of God that bringeth salvation, hath appeared
1o all men ; teaching us, that, denying ungodli-
ness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly,
righteously, and godly, in this present world ;
looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious
appearing of the great God and our Saviour

* Tit,ii,11.  + Johnvil. $9.  } Johni. 17,
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Jesus Christ ; who gave Himself for us, that He
might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify
unto Himselfa peculiar people, zealous of good
works.”# This is a text to which we often refer,
as describing the essence of the Christian reli-
gion ; and conveying, in the clearest manner,
our belief in the quality, the universality, and
the effects, of that gift of Divine Graoce, to which
the apostle bears this ample testimony; and
which, we here see, co-operates with that great
object, for which the Son of God was mani-
fested in the flesh. This object, necording to
the testimony of another apostle, was, *To
destroy the works of the devil 3"+ the principal
of which, it scarcely need be said, {s sin.

But to return to the preceding passage in
Titus. There are three inferences evidently -
resulting from it. 1.—That this Grace is of
that quality which produceth salvation. 2,—
That it is universal : not confined to & part of

_mankind; but extended ¢ to all men.” 3.—That
‘its instructions are such as invariably lead to
the practice of piety and virtue. The fist and
third of these inferences will, it is presumed,
be generally if not universally acceded to ; but
the second, though equally deducible from the

* Titus ii, 11-14. + 1 Jobniii 8,
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apostle’s words, some may endeavour to explain
away ; und to reconcile with those ideas of un-
conditiomal election and reprobation, which
they have entertained ; and on which itmay be
proper, in this place, to make a few remarks.

This doctrine asserts, that the Almighty has
irrevocably decreed a certain number of human
beings to everlasting happiness ; and that the
rest are as certainly doomed to the commission
of sin, and to its consequence, eternal misery.
That this is no exaggerated description, will
appear fromthe quotationsgiven in the margin,||
from the writings of the advocates of this doc-
trine ; and I should think, that to describe it
was enough to refute'it, had we not, in many
other instances, as well as in this, occasion to

jl L say, that by the ordination and will of God, Adam
fell. God would have man to fall. We refer the cause of
hardening us to God.”—Calvin. *‘ God hath predestinated
ot only unto dampation, but also unto the caunses of it, whom-
soever He saw meet.”"—Beza. “‘ 1t is the opinion of our doc-
trines, that God did inevitably decree the temptation and fall
of mae,”—Paereus. ** God moveth the robber to kill. He
Iddleth, God forcing him thereunto,”-—Zwinglivs. ** Reprobate
persons,” saith Piscalor, ‘* are absolutely ordaired to this two-
fold end ; to undergo everlasting punishment, and necegsarily
to sim ; and therefore tosin, that they may be justly punished.”
—See Barclay’s Apology; prop. v. sect. 3.
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observe, in how different a point of view dif-
ferent men see the same subject. That the
Holy Scriptures, those faithful records both of
the justice and mercy of God, should be pressed
to the support of such a sentiment, is matter of
surprise. Iam aware that some parts of the
Scriptures, taken without their context, may be
supposed to incline to this sentiment.* This
is particularly the case-in the Epistle to the
Romans, in which the apostle is setting forth
the call of the Gentiles, and the temporary
rejection of the Jews ; justifying, with great
energy, the power and the wisdom, the good-
ness and the severity of God, in this respect :
butthat He meant thereby to inculcate, that the
Almighty, personally and unconditionally,

* It is worthy of remark, thal several passages in our
English translation, which seem to favour this doetrine, are
capable of a different rendering. For Instance in Acts ii. 28,
where it is translated, ‘‘ Him being delivered by the determi-
nate counsel and foreknowledge of God,” &c¢. the Greek word,
Iudoror, tendewed delivered; may, with equal or more pro-
pricty, be translated, given forth; then the passage may be
read thus: ““ Him, who wes given forth by the determinate

* counael and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and with
wicked hands have crucified and slain.” Another Greek word
is used in every passage that is rendered, delivered. Acts iv.
27. xili; 48, and 1 Peter ii. 8. are also capable of being
differently transiated.
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elecled individuals to a slate of future happi-
ness, and decreed others to a state of misery, is
what, I think, no fair construction of the Epistle
will warrant. On the contrary, after showing
and enforcing the right of the Almighty, to
make use of individuals, or of nations, for car-
rying on his great and unsearchable designs ;
the apostle sets forth, even with respect to the
Gentiles, the call of whom it was peculiarly
his object to justify, that their continuance in
Divine favour, depended upon the steadfast-
ness of their faith and faithfulness to Him,
who had *“‘called them out of darkness into
his marvellous light;”* and “ made them par-
takers of kis promise in Christ Jesus.”+

The following quotation from that part of
the epistle in which the apostle may be said to
sum up his arguments, will tend to set the
subject in a clear light : © For I speak to you
Gentiles ; inasmuch as I am the apostle of the
Gentiles, I magnify mine office.—If some of
the branches be broken off, and thou, being a
wild olive tree, wert grafled in among them ;
and with them partakest of the root and fatness
of the olive tree, boast notagainst the branches ;
but if thou boast [remember] thou bearest not

* 1 Pet.iL. 9. + Ephes. iii, 6,
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the root, but the root thee. Thou wilt say then,
The branches were broken off, that I might be
graffed in. Well, because of unbelief they
were broken off, and thou standest by faith ; be
not high minded, but fear ; for if God spared
not the natural branches, take heed lest He also
spare not tliee. Behold therefore the goodness
and severity of God ; on them which fell, seve-
rity ; but towards thee, goodness, if thou con-
. tinue in his goodness; otherwize thou algo
shalt be cut off : and they also, if they abide
not still in unbelief, shall be graffed in; for
God is able to graff them in again’*

Here We see no unconditional election or
reprobation ; but a doctrine which perfectly
comports with the declaration of the Almighty
about six hundred years before, when, after
sending the prophet Jeremiah to the potter’s
house, to instruct him at once in the Divine
power and mercy; He sent a message by him to
the house of Israel, in this memorable language:
“ O House of Israel! cannot I do with you as
this potter, saith the Lord ? Behold ! as the clay
is in the potter’s hand, so are ye in my hand, O
house of Israel I”t After thus setting forth his

* Rom. xi. 13-23. + Jer, xvill. 6.
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power, the Almighty proceeds to show in what

- meanner He is pleased to exercise it : ¢ At what
instant I sirall speak concerning a nation-and
concerning a kingdom, to plack up,and to pull
down, and to destroy it ; if that nation, against
which I bave pronounced,tarn from their evil,
I will repent of the evil that I thought to do
unto them. And at what instant I shall speak
concerning a nation, and concerning a kisg«
doem, to build and to plant it ; if it do evil in
my sight, that it ebey not my voice, then I
will repent of the gbod, wherewith I said I
would benefit them,”* '

Thus we see the principle of the dealings of
God with mankind, in different ages of the
world. The Ninevites are a proof of the truth
of the first part of the foregoing declaration ;

-and the Israelites of the latter: for, however
the Almighty may, in some instances, se¢ meet
todistinguish a people, or individuals, by. some
peculiar privileges ; yet, if they deglect and
trample upon his law, and are unmirdful of the
favours which theyjreceive ; He does not fail to
punish them accordingly : ¢ You only have L
known of all the families of the earth; there-
fore I will punish you forall your iniquities,”t

® Jer.xviil. 7,10. .+ Amosiii. 2
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was Lhe declaration concerning this highly fa-
voured people ; from which, and various other
passages in holy writ, we may safely conclude,
that man’s destruction is of himself ; agreeably
1o another declaration of the Almighty by one
of his prophets : “ O Israel ! thou hastdestroyed
thyseif; but in meis thine belp.”t ¢ The grace
 of God which bringeth salvation, and hath ap-
peared unto all men,” affordeth this help. It
-is saving grace ; and it is universal grace. It
is a gift consistent with every attribute of the
Deity ; and with the declarations concerning
Him, recorded in the Scriptures of Truth.

That the Almighty may see meet, in his un-
searchable wisdom, to confer a greater degree
of this grace on some than on others ; and that
He may peculiarly call some to particular-ser-
vices in his church, or in the wor)d,are nodoubt
consistent with the Divine attributes: but with
respect te the future happiness of mankind,
" there is abundant reason to believe, that all re-
ceive a sufficient decree of grace to procure it ;

and if this grace is not equally distributed to

all, yet, surely, we may conclude that, at last,

“the judgment will be according to this most ex-

eellentrule : “ Where much is given, much will
-+ Hosea xiii. 9.
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be required ;”|| and, consequently, that where
little is given but little will be required.

In addition to what has been already said, it
may be proper to observe, that, in considering
this subject, we should always distinguish be-
tween those passages in the Scriptures, which
simply declare the power of the Almighty,and

those which set forth the manner in which He
* exercises that power. Thus the apostle has
said, and no doubt said truly : “ He hath mercy
on whom He will have mercy : and whom He
will He bardeneth.”* But then are we not also
told that “the Lord is good to all; and bis
tender mercies are over all his works ;”’+ and
bas not the very sameapostle,after recommend-
ing that “ prayers and intercessions should be -
made for all men,”} expressly declared, that
“ this is good and acceptable in the sight of God,
our Saviour, who will have all men to besaved,
and to come unto the knowledge of the truth?”’§
Correspondent with this is the language of the
apostle Peter: ¢ The Lord is not slack con-
cerning his promise, as some men count slack-
ness, but is long suffering to us-ward ; not wil-

[| Luke xii. 41. * Rom. ix. 18. + Psalm cxlv, 9
+ 1 Tim, ii. 1. § 1 Tim. 1, 3, 4.
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ling that any should perish, but that all should
come to repentance.”* :

1t should also be considered that hardness of
heart is the punishment, and not the original
cause, of sin; nor does the hardness spoken of
by the apostle in the Epistle’ to the Romans,
necessarily imply perpetual hardness; for of
the Jews, whom he represents in a state of
hardness, he says : “ If they abide not still in
unbelief, they shall be graffed in again.”+

If God did judicially ‘harden ‘or suffer to
be hardened, those who had béen long wilfully
disobedient to his laws, He might, with great
propriety, “show his wrath, and make his
power known, in the vessels of wrath, filled
for destruction”} by their own accumulated
transgressions. Thus were Pharaoh and the
Jews monuments of the justice of an offended
God, and warnings to succeeding generations,
not to despise those long-suffering mercies,
with which He waits the retarn of those who
sin against Him.

Seeing then that the designs of our greatand
gracious Creator are so replete with “ good-will

*9 Peterfii. 9.  + Rom.xi.23..  $ Rom.ix. 22
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to men ;" that, as far as is consistent with the
free agency with which He has seen meet to
endow us, He is ever willing our happiness, and
furnishing us with the means of procuring it ;
“ Let us draw nigh with a true heart, in full
assurance of faith;”* and, trusting in that
merciful redemption, by which we have, on
repentance, the forgiveness. of sins, ¢ Let us
come boldly to the throne of grace, that we
may obtain.mercy, and find grace to help in
time of need,”t Thus will that sanctification
of heart, and holiness 'of life, be experienced,
without which, we are told, “no man shall
see the Lord;”f and thus all will redound to
the glory of God, who.has “shown the ex-
oeeding riches of his grace, in his kindness
towards us, through Christ Jesus.”§

* Heb. x, 22, + Heb, iv. 16. 1 Heb. xii. 14.
§ Ephes. ii. 7.



CHAPTER V.

®n Divine TWorship and Gospel
fMinistrp.

FWorship an act of the soul towards God.— Meetings for worship
may be held in silence.— Public worship an indispensable duty
—reasonable and bencficial.—Silent worship adapted to all
states,—Its advantages.—Scripture arguments for it.—Prayer
a necessary duty.—The gualifications of Ministers.—Human
learning mot essential to the Ministry.—No individual hos a
right exclusively to assume the exercise of it.—On Women’s
preaching.—On preaching for kire.—Tithes.

HAVING, in the preceding chapters,
treated on those subjects in which we nearly
agree with the generality of Christian profes-
sors, I come now to consider those points, in
which we materially differ from them. Two
of these, being.nearly connected, are included
in one chapter, though it will also be neces-
sary to consider them separately. These are,
Divine Worship and Gospel Ministry.

With respect to the first, we consider that
worship isanact of the soul towards God ; that
He is a Spirit ; that the soul of man is spiritual ;
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and therefore that, 'in the performance of the
solemn duty of worship, words are not essen-
tially necessary ; because He, who is a Spirit,
understands the langnage of the spirit. Never-
theless, we do not disapprove the use of words
in our religious meetings, whether in prayer,
praises, or in the exercise of gospel ministry ;
when they are delivered under the inflience of
the Holy Spirit, which only can, as we appre-
hend, rightly qualidy for the performance of
these important services. Hence, when we
come to our places of religious worship, we
think it right to sit down in silence, and wait
therein upon God, for the assistance of that
Spirit which helpetfn_our infirmities, and with-
out which we know not what to pray for as we
ought. Here we may be favoured, at times, to -
feel the Spirit itself making intercession for
us; under the influence of which, we believe,
a secret aspiration will ascend with more ac-
ceptance before the Father of spirits, than any
form of words which may be prepared for us,
or that does not arise fromi a heart thus quali-
fied for verbal expression.

Holding our meetings under these impres-
sions, it very frequently happens that they are
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continued throughout in silence ; a state which,
when attended with a right exercise of mind,
we consider as bestadapted to the performanee
of the solemn duty of Divine worship ; for
here, every individual who feels his own con-
dition and necessities, can,secretly pour out
his soul unto God, without distraction’or in.
terruption ; and here also we can freely par-
take of those Divineinfluences upon the mind,
which, when mercifully. sfforded, constitute
the highest enjoyment of mwn upon earth.

Bat we are sensible that these effeets are not
always experienced in our religious meetings.
We fear that some who attend them, have not
their minds rightly exercised; we know that
* Divine good is not at our command : and we
believe that the sensible enjoyment of it, is
often withheld for a season, and sometimes for
a long season, from the truly exercised mind:
“ Verily Thou art a God that hidest thyself,
O God of Israel, {he Saviour !”’* But even in
this situation, we think it much safer to wait:
in a state of passive silence, than, by the ac-
tivity of the creature, to rush unprepared into
those external acts- of devotion, which we

* Isaiah xlv, 15,
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believe are no furtheracceptable, than as they
come from a heart rightly prepared to offer
them. A state of humble, silept waiting, and
dependence on Divine help, is so adapted to
the relation in which man stands to his great
Creator, that we believe it peculiarly likely to
.meet with Divine acceptance and regard:
“ Blessed are those servants whom the Lord,
when He cometh, shall find watching.”* But
to those who do not patiently abide in this
state of mind, a very different consequence is
shown to result: * Behold, all ye that kindle
a fire, that compass yourselves about with
sparks: walk in thelight of your fire, and -
in the sparks that ye have kindled. This shall
ye have of mine hand ; ye. shall lie down in
sorrow.””t And we ought by no means to for-
get the consequence, under the law, of offering
strango fire to the Lord.}

We consider it au indispensable duty, pub-
licly to meet together for the worship of God ;
and “not to forsake the assembling of our-
selves together, as the manner of some is.”§ It
is both a reasonable and a beneficial duty ;—
reasonable, because it is a public acknowledg-

* Luke xil, 37, + sl 1L t Lev. x. 1-5,
: § Heb, x, 25.
E
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to cvery. human being, who is desirous of being
acceptable in tbe sight of his Creator. Where
is the well disposed mind, that has not occasion
for an attention to that universal command:
“ What I say unto you, I say untoall, Wateh !”"# .
This secret attention and exercise of mind, is
therefore necessary for all ; and as man is wil-
ling to be reduced into it, the weak and erring
mind may be brought to the discovery of its
own state ;.and, feeling the necessity of Divine
aid, to overcome its evil propensities, and to
secare eternal happiness, may thus feel also the
necessity and the qualification, to pray for
forgiveness of past sins, and for ability so to
live under the influence of Divine fear and
Tove, as to experience presérvation from those
evils whiclr-abeand in the world, or to which
the mind may be naturally prone. .

Many, therefore, we conceive, are the ad-
vantages which result from silent worship. It
enables a number of Christians to meettogether
for the performance of this important duty,
without depending on any man to assist them
therein; a dependence, which deprives num-
bers of publicly discharging this duty, even

* Mark xili. 37.
EZ2
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once in the week. It also preserves from the
dangerous situation, of drawing nigh umto
God with the mouth, and honouring Him
with the lips, whilst the heart is far from
Him; and it is peculiarly adapted to the
performance of that worship in spirit and in
truth, concerning which our blessed Redeemer
has given this memorable testimony: ¢ The
hour cometh and now is, when the true wor-
shipers shall worship the Father in spirit and
in truth; for the Father seeketh such to
worship Him. God is a Spirit; and they that
worship Him, must worship Him in spirit and
in truth.”®

in addition to the foregoing reasons, many
passages may be adduced from the Scriptures,

" pointing out the advantage of silent waiting

upon God. In reading those devotional effu-
sions, which have been transmitted to usinthe
book of Psalms, we find this waiting strongly
and frequently inculcated. The evangelical
prophet likewise speaks frequently of the
benefit of such a state of waiting, in which
silence is either expressed, or necessarily im-
plied. The latter part of the fortieth chapter,

and the beginning of the forty-first, are so
- * Johniv. 23, 24.
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apposite tothe present subject, and, at the same
time, so0 replete with religious instruction and
oonsolation, that it may be useful to give them

-at large: “ Why sayest thou, O Jacob! and
speakest, O Israel! My way is hid from the
Lord ; and my judgment is passed over from
my God ? Hast thou not known, hast thou not
heard, that the everlasting God, the Lord, the
Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth not,
neither is weary ? There is no searching of
his understanding. He giveth power to the
faint, and to them that have no might He in-
creaseth strength. Even the youths shall
faint and be weary, and the young men uiterly
fall : but they that wait upon the Lord shall
renew their strength; they shall mount up
with wings as eagles ; they shall ran, and not
be weary; they shall walk, and not faint.
Keep silence before me, O islands! and let the
people renew their strength; let them come
near, then let them speak; let us come
near together to judgment.”*

But, whilst we are laying aside the outward
forms, we are far, very far indeed, from de-
siring to discourage the practice of true prayer.
It is a duty which we owe to our great Creator;

and which the feelings of our own manifold
* Isaiah xl. 27 to 31. and xli. 1,
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wants and dangers, will often draw from the
rightly concerned mind. It isindeed difficult
‘o conceive, how any thing deserving the name
of religion can be preserved without it.—
“ Watch and pray, that ye enter not into
- temptation,”* is an injunction delivered by
our Holy Head and High Priest, who in this,
as in many other instances, has shown, that
He was, as the aathor of the Epistle to the
Hebrews expresses it,- “touched with the
feeling.of our infirmities ;”+ for He imme-
diately adds: “ The spirit indeed is willlng 3
but the flesh is weak.”

In this command, our blessed Lord setsforth
both the necessity and the preparation for this
great duty, which constitutes a very important
part of religious worship. Wee are not to rush
hastily or unpreparedly either into private or
public prayer ; but, having our minds-engaged
in true watchfulness, or waiting for the influ-
ence of the Holy Spirit npon the soul, we
thereby become qualified to put up our peti-
tionsto the Father of Spirits, in such a manner
as the impressions which He affords us of our
wants shall indicate. And when wearebrought

into a humbling' consideration of the many
* Matt. xxvi. 41, + Heb iv. 15 '
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mercies and favours, of which we are unworthy
partakers; as the objects of oreation, of re-
demption,and ofthat bountiful provisionwhich
is made for us ; we shall find abuadant cause
frequently to.offér -that. praise, by which the

.. Almighty is glorified; and - of which He is,

with the Son of his love, through the eternal
Spirit, for ever worthy.

After these remarks on 1 religious worship, v-vg
proceed to the consideration of the subject of
Gospel Miuistry.

The right qualification of those whe-occupy
the station of miaisters, is of greal importance
to every religious ssciety. .-t will, I presume,
be universally agrded to be, in: the first place;
necessary, that the principles and .practice of
these, should cortespond with their profession
and station ; and next, that they -be called and
qualified, according to- the nature and Princi-
ples of that religion, which they stand forth to -
espouse. - To apply these self-évident rutes to
the Christian religion, under¥ts various divi-
-sions, it must be deemed necessary for a gospel
minister, that he possesses u heartfelt cbnyiction
of the truths of Christianity, as well as of the
principles of that partientar society,of which
he is a member ; also that his moral conduct be

E4
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such as the gospel of Christ requires. When
there is any material deficiency either in prin-
ciple ox practice, there is reason to fear that
such will do more injury than besefit to the
caunse of religion ; as well as render themselves
objects of disgnst and contempt. ¢ Unto the
wicked God saith, What hast thou to do to de-
clare my statutes ; or that thon shouldst take my
covenant in thy mouth ; seeing thou hatest in-
struction, and castest my wordsbehind thee 2™

As to the further qualification for a gospel
minister, although the definition already given
may be genenally agreed to, yet, in the appli-
cation of it, there exists some diversity of sen-
timent. As the nature and principles of the

. Christian religion are the same now as for-
merly, we conceive that the same Divine call
and inflnence, which gualified the early minis-
ters and promulgators of the Gospel, should be,
in a degreeatleast, experienced by its ministers
to the end of the world : especially as we have
no other qualification pointed out in the Holy
Scriptures. This call was “not of men, nei-
ther by man ; but by Jesus Christ, and God
the Father.”t We believe that the same is in-
wardly and immediately received, by the true

* Pall 16,17 +GaLil
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gospel ministers of the presentday ; and that,
in the discharge of the duties of this sacred
office, the renewed influences of Divine wis-
dom and strength shonld be waited for and
experienced. Thus ministers are qualified to
speak to the state of their hearers; and to
baptize them into the Name [or Power] of the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit ; thereby
fulfilling that true commission for gospel mi-
nistry,given by our Baviour. Matt. xxviii. 19,

The foregoing qualifications "correspond
with the description, which the apostle Peter
gives of prophecy, and which we conceive to
" be descriptive of the essentials of a gospel
minister. * Prophecy came not in old time
by the will of man: but holy men of God
spake as they were moved by the Holy
"Ghost.”®* Thus we see, that both ancient
prophecy and gospel ministry came ““not of
men, nor by man ;” that they required those
who exercised them to be holy men of God ;
such as could say to others, “ Walk, as ye
have us for an example ;”’+ and that, in per-
forming the duties of these offices, they should
speak “as they were moved by the Holy
Ghost ;” or, in other words, as the *Spirit

* 2 Peteri. 21. ~ + Phil, i 17.
' ED
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gave them utieramce.”* If mimnisters ase not
thys influenced and directed, we may expect
the declaration vespecting the -prophets fer-
merly, whoran and were hotsent, to bd verified :
“ They 3hall- net profit- the ‘people at all.”+
Nor should this.seriaus language be forgatten :
“Wo untothe Toplish propbets, that fullow
their.own spirit, and have seen nathing.”’{

What is said respecting an inward eall to the
ministry, is by no means peculiar to our reli-
~ gious society. Howeverthe doctrine of the in-
fluence of the Spirjt may beslighted by some,
it is in this instance, as well as in its general
influence and- operation, clearly maintained by
the church of England, as appears by the fol-
lowing question put to those who apply to he
admitted to the office of deacon: “Do you
trust that you are inwardly moved by the Holy -
Ghost, to take upon you this office and ministra-
tion,” &c. The answer required is, “I trust
so.” This doctrine is also consistent with the
general observation on the priesthood, made
by the author of the Epistle to the Hebrews:
« No man taketh this honour unto himself, but
he that is called of God, as was Aaron.”§ The

*Actsii 4 +Jerxxiii.82. % Beek. xii. 8.
' .§ Heb.v. 4.
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writings of thie apostles abundantly show, not
only whence they derived:their commission,
bat also the influence under which they exer-
cised it. Thusthe Aposile Pavtsdys: © Which
things also we speak, not in the weords which
man’s wisdom teachéth, but which the Hol_y
Ghost teacheth.”’* . T

. From all these oonsideraiions, we believe, as
isalready stated, that it is necessary, in the first
call to the ministry, to be “ inwardly moved by
the Holy Ghost ;" and that, in the various per-
formances of this sacred office, the renewings
of this Divine influence and ability, should be
waited for and experiénced, as the most likely
means to fulfil the apostolic exhortation: *“If
any man speak, let him speak asthe oracles of
God ; if any man minister, let him do it as of
the ability whith God giveth ; that God in all
things may be glorified, through Jesus Christ ;
to whom be praise and domigion for ever and
ever. Amen.’'t

From our views of this important subject,
there arise a few points, in which we materinlly
differ from most other- profemrs of Chris-

tianity. . ;
* 1 Gor. iic 18 A Hreuv.u.
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1.—In not comsidering human learning
essential to a gospel minister.

2.—In believing that no individual bas a
right to assume the exclusive exercise of this
ministry, in a congregation of Christians ; but
that all, both male and female, who are rightly
moved thereto, may exercise this gift.

-3.~That this ministry being, if rightly re-
ceived, received freely, and without any pecu-
niary expense to qualify for it, it therefore
ouéht 1o be freely communicated ; and no far-
ther support expected by ministcrs, than what
is authorized by Christ, and was practised by
his apostles,

Upon each of these points it seemd iamper
to make a few remarks. '

On the first very liltle appears necessary ;
for if we consider the Holy Scriptures, and
particularly the New Testament, as any guide
to us in this matter, we shall not only find,
that human literature is no where recom.
mended for this office; but likewise, that many
of the apostles were illiterate men. It is also
clear-that the apostle Paul, though a man of
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learning, disclaimed the influence of it upon
his ministry ; as appears from various parts
of his epistles, particularly from the first and
second chapters of the epistle to the Corin-
thians, of which the first five verses of the
second chapter, appear especially worthy of
notice : *“ And I, brethren, when I came to
you, came not with excellency of speech or
of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony
of God: for I determined not to know any
thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and Him
crucified. And I was with you in weakness,
and in fear, and in much trembling: and my
speech and my preaching was not with
enticing words of man’s wisdom, but in
demonstration of the Spirit and of power:
that your faith should not stand in the wisdom
of men, but in the power of God.”*

But although we do not consider human
learning as éssential to a gospel minister; yet
we are so far from disesteeming or slighting
its use, that we wish due attention to be paid
to it by the members of our society : for we be=
lieve that those who have it, and are disposed
to make a right use of if, may apply it to the

* 1 Cor. il. 1-5.
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promotion of religion and vigtue, as well as to
the benefit of civil saciety..

With respect 4o the second point, we have
the practice of the primitive church so deci-
dedly in our fayour, that I am at a loss to con-
ceive, how a practice so repugnant to it can
have so generally prevailed as it has done, in
almost all the Christian churches.

The practice alluded to, is that of an indi-
vidual assuming the exclusive exercise of the
ministry ; which is directly contrary tp what
the apostle recommends, as well as declares to
be the practice of the church in early times.
This appears clear from the fourteenth chapter
of the first epistle to the Corinthians, where,
first addressing the believers in general, the
apostle thus expresses himself : ¢ Follow after
charity, and desire spiritual gifts; but rather
that ye may prophesy.”’* By this prophesying,
he does not appear so much to mean-the fore-
telling of future events, as the general pur-
poses of gospel ministry ; for in the third
verse hesays : “ He that prophesieth, speaketh
unto men to edification, and exhortation, angd
comfort.”t After this general advice and ex-

* 1 Cor, xiv, I + 1 Cor, xiv. 8.
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planation, he proceeds toshow the superierity
of prophesying {o speaking with tongues ; and
then of those who havereceived this divine gift,
he says: % Let the prophets speak two or three,
amd let the others judge. - If any thing be re-
vealed to another that sitteth by, 1et the first hold
his peace ; for ye may all:;praphesy one by one,
that all may learn, and all may be comforted.”*

“After stating this anequivocal description of
the rule and practice of the primitive church,
I shall proceed to the consideration of another
part of this head, from which it appears that
we admit women, as well as men, to a partici-
pation and excrcise of the gift of gespel minis-
try. ‘Weare aware of the objection which is
made, from the piahibition laid upon women’s
speaking and teachiog in the .church, and
usurping authority over the mant Butif, an
every occasion where there is an apparent
difference between one part of Scripture and
another, it is admitted that Scripture is the
best imterpreter of Seripture, 1 -believe very
litle diffioulty will arise in removing this
. objection. It should be.considered; that the
words used by the apestle on this occasion,

cannot mean the exercise of gospel ministry ;
*1 Cor. xiv. 20-81, +1 Tim. ii. 11-15.

159224
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_because, in the very epistle in which he first
mentions this prohibition, he gives particular
directions respecting the manner in which
women are to exercise that gift, which he
denominates, “ praying or ‘prophesying ;”#*
“and which he no doubt considered as different
from speaking, teaching, or usurping autho-
rity s for it cannet with any colour of reason
be supposed, that the apostle would give
directions for the exercise of that, which he
thought should never be exercised.”t

In addition to the preceding argument,
several other passages in the Old and New
Testaments may be advanced, which clearly
show, that women, as well as men, were enga-
ged in the work of the ministry, or as pro-
phetesses in early times. Passing over Miriam,
Deborab, and Huldah, we find Anna, a pro-
phetess in the Jewish Church, publjcly
exercising her gift in the Temple; and hail-
ing the recent birth of the Messiah. The
Samaritan woman, with whom our Saviour held
an interesting conversation at Jacob’s Well,
appears io have been the first of his disciples,

. . *1Cor. xi 5 )
+ See John Locke’s note on 1 Cor. xi. 3. where he sup-
ports the construction here given. ;
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who publicly preached the coming of Christ ;
and remarkable was the success* which at-
tended her ministry. Women were the first
witnesses of our Lord’s resurrection, and
were commissioned by Him to proclaim this
important truth to his disciples.

After his Ascension, they were, equally with
the men, partakers of the effusions of the Holy
Spirit ; and we find several females mentioned
as being prophetesses, or fellow-labourers with
the apostles in the Gospel of Christ. Luke,
in speaking of Philip the deacon, says : “ The
same man had four daughters, which did pro-
phesy.”® In the Epistle to the Romans, the
apostle says: “I recommend unto you Phebe
our sister, who is a servant of the church that
is at Cenchren.”+*—Greet Priscilla® and
Aquila, my helpers in Christ Jesus.”{ “ Salute
Tryphena and Tryphosa, who labour in the

* Actsxxi. 9.

+ The Greek word in this passage rendered servant, is the
same as in other places is rendered deacon or minister. Itis
rendered minister here in almost all other translations.

® Priscilla is here, and in two other passages, placed before
her husband ; from which, and other circumstances, we may
conclude she was a minister of no small eminence in the
church.

+ Rom. xvi, 1, t Ram. xvi. &
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Lord. Salute the beloved Persis, which
laboured miuch® in the Lord.””* And in another
epistle he says, ‘“Help these ‘women that
laboured with us in the Gospel.”+ -

These are passages which clearly evince the
admission of the female sex, in early times, to
the work and service of the Gospel : but what
adds not a little to our argument is, that this
was expressly foretold in such a manuer, as
would, if we had mo precedent, fully warrant
the practice : for on this subject we may use
the words of the apostle Peter, and say : * This
is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel :
And it shall come to'pass in the last days, saith
God,I will pour out of my Spirit uponall flesh ;
and your sons and your daughters shall pro+
phesy ; and your youngmen shall see visions ;
and your old men shall dream dreams ; and on
my servamis, and on wy handmaidens, [ will
pour out in those days of my Spirit, and they
shall prophesy.”}

© The adjective for “beloved,” belng in Greek in the femi.
nine gender, shows that Persis was a woman.

4 The Greek words here rendered “ labour" and *“ laboured,”
ave the same as the apostle uses when he speaks of himself
labouring in the gospel.

* Rom. xvi. 1%. + Phil. iv. 3. 1 Acts ii. 16-18.
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We come naw_ io the third. point, viz. the
maintenance which is allowed to the ministers
of the Gospel. On this subject the directions
of our blessed Lord:are so particular, that,
with the practice of his Apostles, they set the
matter in a very clear point of view. The
divections, so far as they relate to this subject,
I shail transcribe from the tenth chapter of
Matthew, when. Christ sent forth the twelve
Apostles on their first mission: “Heal the
siok ; cleanse the lepers ; mise the dead ; cast
out devils: freely ye have received, freely .
give. Provide neithier gold, nor silver, nor
brass in your purses:—for the workman is
worthy of his meat. And into whatsoever city
or town ye shall enter, inguire who in it is
worthy, and therein abide till ye go thence.
And whosoever shall not receive ybu, nor hear
your words, when ye depart -out of that house
or city, shake off the dust of your feet.”*

- In the foregoing passage, we have directions
for the conduct of the ministersof Christ, both
when their ministry is received, and when itis
rejected. In the former casé, all that is pro-
vided is temporary accommodation, Whilst

travelling in the work of the minisiry ; or so
* Matt. x. 8-14. .
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engaged therein, as to prevent their attention
to their temporal occupations. In the laiter
case, they are by no means authorized toextort
a forced maintenance ; but, as a testimony a-
gainst those who reject them, they are directed
to shake off the dust that cleaveth to their feet.
Well would it have been for the Christian reli-
gion, had its ministers, under all denomina-
tions, adhered to their Lord’s instructions on
this subject ; and acted with that noble disin-
terestedness which He inculcates, and- which
we find was practised by his immediate fol"
lowers, so as to enable one of them to say, “I
seek not yours, but you.”’* '

And here I cannot well avoid expressing
great regret for the wound, which, there is
reason to believe, Christianity has received,
and still receives, from a lucrative establishment
for ministers ; a circumstance which holds out
atemptation for unqualified, and even immoral
men, to seek for,and get into that office, with
no better motive (I believe it will be generally
allowed) than that which it was foretold would
actuate the corrupted sons of Eli : ¢ Put me, I
pray thee, into one of the priest’s offices, that
1 may eat a piece of bread.”t

* 2 Cor, xil. 14. + 1 Sam. ii. 36.



AND GOSPEL MINISTRY. 105

We are aware of the arguments advanced
from some expressions of the apostle Paul, in
favour of an established support for ministers ;
and which Iapprehend are all comprised in the
following words of the Apostle: “ Do ye not
know, that they which minister about holy -
things, live of the things of the temple ; and
they which wait at the altar, are partakers with
the altar ? Evén so hath the Lord ordained, that
they which preach the Gospel, should live of
the Gospel.”* Now allthis only proves a sup-
port consistent with what ¢ the Lord hath or-
dained,” and which isalready given in his own
words. This we readily admit, and adopt in
our practice ; but surely noone can infer, from
the foregoing passages, that ministersare to be
provided with a seitled maintenance ; and not
to labour with their hands, or to be engaged in
the usual eccupations of life, for their own
support, and that of their families.

. That we are justified in the construction

given of our Lord's direction, and the Apostle’s

reference to it, is abundanily clear from the

practice which resulted from it; and which

cannot be more completely or energetically

described, than in the words of the same
* 1 Cor. ix. 18, 14,
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Apostle contained in his most excellent address
to the elders of Ephesus, which- he concludes
in this memorable language : “ I bave coveted
no man's silver, or gold, or apparel ; yea, you
yourselves know, that these hands have minis-
tered unto my necessities, and {o them that
were with me. I have showed you all things,
how that, so Iabouring, ye ought to support the
weak, and to remember the words of the Lord
Jesus, how He said, It is more blessed to give
than to receive.”*

These being our sentiments on thisimportant
subject, we make no provision for the support
of our ministers, fyrther than the discharge of
those expenses, which travelling in their reli-
gious services necessarily occasions; and, if we
make no provision for the support of our own
ministers, whose ministry we approve,we think
- ourselves fully warranted in declining to contri-
bule to the support of others, and ofa worship
connected with them, from both of which we
conscientiously dissent. A ministry with a
settled maintenance, forced even from those,
who so far disapprove of their establishment,
" as to withdraw from their teaching, is so evi-
dently incompatible with the doctrine and

* Acts xx. 33-35.
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practice of Christand his Apostles, that Ithink
it unnecessary to say more to justify our prin-
ciples in this respect. But,although it appears
to me to be a system so deeply injurious tothe
interests of true religion, I have no doubt that
many, not seeing the subjeet in the same point
of view, have seriously entered, under these
circamstances, into this vocatiou; and are
piously concerned to discharge the duties of
their station. These should be left to their
own master, to whom we must all, at last,
cither stand or fall, '

After what bas been said respecting the
general maintenance of Gospel Ministers, it ap-
pears superfluous to enterintoargument against
‘that most objectionableand anti-christianmode,
of support by tithes. Their divine right is
generally exploded and abandoned ; their im-
policy is almost as wniversally acknowledged.
How far the testimony which we have borne
against theth may have contributed to produce
these effects, is nat for me to datermine; but
it is hoped that, s Jong as this yoke remains,
that testimony :will contipue to be maintained,
with the firmness and meekness which should:
ever be united inthesupport of religioustruths,



CHAPTER VL

®n Baptiom and the Supper.

Proliminary Observations,—Two kinds of Baptism,—Water
and the Spirit.—Remarks on Matt. xxvlil. 18.—This and other
Arguments in favour of Water Baptism answered.—Sprinkling
not baptism.—Sprinkling of Infants not authorized by Scripture.
‘—Circumstances attending it highly objectionable.—The Lord's
Supper.—The Circumsiances attending it fully admitted, —Not
considered perpetual, any more than washing of Feet.— The true
Lord’'s Supper.—Our dissent on these Subjects, not from
Disesteem of Christianity, dut the reverse,

BEFORE entering into & separate. consis
deration of these subjects, I shall premise a
few words on the nature of religious observances
. and ceremonies. These appear to me to be
generally local or temporary ; and, if we may
judge from what we read in the New Testa-
ment, we may safely conclude, that the use-of
them is variable. There is not a practice
more strictly enjoined by our blessed Lord,and
that hoth by precept and exomple, than [the
washing of each other’s feet, as related by the
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cevangelist John, chap. xiii. But who, con-
sidering the different local circumstances,
believes this to be a duty now incumbent upon
us? The apostles who met at Jerusalem, to
consider the attempt of some Jewish Chris-
tians, to impose the rite of circumcision on
those Gentiles who embraced Christianity,
came to a solemn, and no doubt right conclu-
sion, on such things as it was then deemed
necessary (o observe;* yet none of these,
except one of a moral nature, is now consi-
dered obligatory. Nay, we even find the
apostle Paul, a few years afier, enforcing a
liberty with respect to meats offered to idols,
which this decree certainly does not warrant ;
- adecree which there is great reason to belicve
he had himself united in forming.

The Christian church was, at that time, just
emerging from the ceremonies of Judaism,
and the superstitions of Heathenism. In this.
state of things, “it seemed good to the Holy
Ghost,” gradually to remove those legal ob-
servances and ceremonies, connected with the
Mosaic dispensation ; and not to enjoin an
immediate disregard to the whole of them at
once. [t was the morning of the gospel day;

® Acts. xv.
b J
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and if the brightness of that morning has been
greatly obscured, which I apprehend all pro-
testantis agree with us in believing; and that
the sun has been prevented from shining forth
with meridian splendour, by the darkness of
many unnecessary observances and traditions,
which were afterwards intreduced into the
Christian church ; we must indeed regret the
circumstance : but when further light is re-
newed and afforded, ought we not to avail
ourselves of its advantages, and endeavour
to stand open to those further discoveries,
which are consistent with the nature and
spirit of the gospel ; and which may be sup-
ported as such, by the doctrines contained in
the Holy Scriptures, particularly in the New
Testament ?

After making these general remarks, we
may proceed to the consideration of the sub-
ject of Baplism. Of this we find two kinds
mentioned in the New Tesltament; namely,
Baptism with Water, and Baptism with ihe
Spirit. The former was, in some degree, in.
use under the Jewish law ; and some writers
mention that it was occasionally both added
to circumcision, and substituted for it, in the
admission of proselyles. When the forerun-
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rer of dur Lord appeared to fulfil his mission,
he made particular use of this ceremony ; and-
from him it was called the Baptism of John.
From this practice among the Jews, and by
John the Baptist, Water Baptism appears to
to have been introduced into the Christian
church, as the mode of acknowledging its
converts ; but -we conceive it was no more
an essential part of Christianity, than other
Jewish ceremonies, for a {ime practised by
the early Christians.

It is clear that John considered his dispen-
sation and baptism as only temporary; nor
does he, as a substitute for his baptism, refer
his disciples to any other baptism with water,
to be instituted by Christ. On the contrary,
he plainly shows, that the baptism which was
to supersede his, was to be of a different and
a spiritval nature, as appears by these words:
“J indeed baptize you with water unto re-
pentance; but He that cometh after me is
mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy -
to bear: He shall baptize you with the Holy
Ghost and with fire : whose fan is in his hand ;
and He will thoroughly purge his floor, and
gather the wheat into his garner; but He will
burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”*

® Madtt. iil. 11, 12. r2
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On another occasion, John also says: ¢ He
must increase, but I must decrease.””* From
these expressions, as well as from others in
the New Testament, we are induced to be-
lieve that the *“one Baptism,”t which now
remains necessary to the church of Christ, is
that of the Spirit. This, according to the
foregoing instruclive allegory, cleanses the
heart; and, as the apostle Peter informs us,
does not consist in putting away the filth of
the flesh ; but in procuring for us “thec answer
of a good conscience towards God, by the
resurrection of Jesus Christ.”’} '

The practice of Water Baptism is princi-
pally defended, by the direction given by our
Saviour to his disciples, after his resurrection,
when He addressed them in this manner : “Go
and teach all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Ghost,”§ &c. But as we differ from most
others in the construction of this passage, it,
will be proper to enter into a particular con-
sideration of it.

Itis to be regreited, that Christiaos bave.
heen sq babilugied to. upite Baptism and-

* John iii. 30. + Epbes.iv. 5. $ 1 Pet. . 21.
4 Matt xxvili; 10+
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Water together in their view, that they seem
almosf to forget that there is a Baptism with-
out Water, by the Spirit. There are many
passages in Scripture, where the words bap-
tize and baptism are used in a figurative sense,
and ia which it is evident no allusion to the
use of water is intended. This is peculiarly
the case where these words are used by our
blessed Lord, who appears never to have used
them in reference to water, except where He
expressly so defines the application; unless it
can be intended by the passage in Matihew
now under consideration ; and which we think
cannot be proved. There are two instances
in which, it is apprehended, all will agree that -
Water could not be intended ; the first is the
question put to the sons of Zebedee: “Can
ye drink of the cup that I drink of; and be
baptized with the baptism that I am: baptized
with ?’* By these expressions, and similar
ones in the succeeding verse, it is evident that
water cannot be understood ; and, indeed, it is
generally agreed, that both baptism and the
cup allude toa state of deep suffering and
affliction, This isalso the obvious meaning
of the expression in Luke: “I have i Daptism
to be baptized with; and how am I straitened
till it be nceomphshed "+

* Mark x. 38, + Luke xii, 50 Y]
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From these applications of the words, bap-
tize and baptism, it appears {hat they were at
that time frequently used in a figurative man-
ner; and we think ourselves warranted in ap-
plying the foregoing passage in Matthew, with
another in Mark, chap. xvi. 16, fo an inward
and spiritual Baptism. This construction is
much corroborated by rendering the former
passage, as the original Greek evidently im-
Pplies: “Baptizing them into the name of the
Father,” &c. By this expression we appre-
hend is to be understood, the introducing of
the believers into a feeling sense of the Power
of God in Christ, by the influences of the Holy
Spirit ; all which-the apostles were, no doubt,
frequently made instrumental in producing, in
the hearts of their hearers. This application
of the Word ¢ Name,” as symbolical of the
Divine power,* is not uncommon in holy writ ;
and we conceive that no reasonable objection
can be made to it. Thus the expressions of
our Lord unite with those of the apostle Paul :
¢“So many as were baptized into Christ Jesus,
were baptized into his death:”t and -again,
“ As many as have been baptized into Christ,

* See the Concordances of Cruden and Taylor, under the
word, * Name,” :
+ Rom. vi. 8.
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have put on Christ.”* That these expressions
have no allusion io Water Baptism, appears
to us evident from the context; and particus
larly from the  (following expression of the
same apostle : “By one Spirit are we all bap-
tized into one body ;—and have been all made
to drink into one spirit.”’+

It may be alleged, that the apostles under-
stood the command in Matthew as applying to
Water Baptism, and practised it accordingly.
That they made use of baptism with water, bas
been already admitted ; but that they did it in
gonsequence of this command, is not easy to
prove. Bat, supposing this to have been the
case, it appears from various circomstances,
that even the apostles were “slow of heart to
believe” and understand this command, as
well as other scriptures relating to the gospel -
dispensation : for, notwithstanding the express
charge to “go and teach all nations,” con-
nected with the words in dispote, we find how -
difficult a matter it was, to bring the apostles
to this acknowledgment: ¢ Then hath God
also to the Gentiles granted repentance unto
life.”t Such, it is enﬂant, was their atlach-
ment to the Jewish nation and law, that they

* Gal, iil. 27. + 1 Cor. xii. 18, t Actszi, 18,
F &
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slowly and gradually relinquished many of
those ceremonies which were connected with
them; and with some difficulty excused the
Gentile converts from an adherence to these
observances. The apostle Paul was, however,
more quickly introduced into the spirituality
of the gospel dispensation; and we think it is
clear, that he did not uunderstand our Lord’s
command, Matt. xxviii. 19, as enjoining the
practice of Water Baptism ; concerning which
it is universally agreed that he was speaking,
when he thanked God that he had baptized so
so very few as he mentions, out of the great
numbers converted by him at Corinth to the
Christjan faith: *For Christ,” says he, “sent
me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel.”*

It has been argued that this expression of
the apostle is general, and only implies that
Baptism was not the principal part of his mis-
sion. But we have at least an equal right to
consider the words in their common accepta-
tion ; and as showing that, however the apostle
might occasionally use Water Baptisin, as a
mode of initiating conyerts into the Christian
church, yet he did not consider it as a part of

his commission; and consequently not essen-
| * 1 Cor. 1. 1.
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tial to the Christinn religion, nor to the sounl’s
salvation. If he had considered it necessary
to these important objects, it is difficult to
conceive, how he could solemnly thank God
for the omission of it.

Anotber argument in favour of Water Bap-
tism is urged from the following query of
Peter, on the conversion of Cornelius and his
family.: “Can any man forbid water, that
these should not be baptized :”* &c. Now it
appears very probable from this query, that it
was a maiter of doubt among the Christians of
that time, whether Water Baptism was neces-
sary to be continued ; and that Peter, on this
as well as on some other occasions, inclined to
the continuance of a ceremony, at least parily
Jewish. How closely even the apostles were
attached to the Mosaic law, and how slowly
their minds opened to the Gospel dispensa-
tion, has been already remarked. Notwith-
standing the various predictions of the pro-
phets, and the direct command of our Saviour
Himself after his resurrection, it still required-
an extraordinary vision from Heaven to con-
vince Peter, that, “ Of a truth God is no
respecter of persons; bnt in every nation, he

* Acts x. 47.
4]
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ihat feareth Him, and worketh righteousness,
is accepted with Him.”* It was about ten
years after this circumstanee, that the apostles
and elders came together, to consider. of the
propriety of exempting the Gentile converts
from the rite of circumcision; and it was not
till after there had been much disputing, that
they concluded not to impose this yoke upon
them. Although Peter was present at this
_ conference, and earnestly-promoted the deci-
sion of it; yet it was, I apprehend, after this
time, that the apostle Paul bad occasion to
blame him for his changeable conduct towards
the Gentiles, with respect tp some Jewish
customs.t From all these circumstances, we
may account for Peter’s continuing the prac-
tice of Water Baptism, as connected with that
dispensation under which he had been edu®
cated. However, we have reason to “believe
*shat his views on this subject enlarged, as his
experience in the service of the gospel in-
creased ; for we find him several years after,
in one of his epistles, describing the Baptism
that “doth now save us,”} in this manner.:
‘¢ Not the putting away the filth of the flesh;

* Actsx. 34,85, + Gal.il 11,12,18.
1 There appears to bé an inaccuracy in our translation of
she verse preceding this passage. The “eight souls were
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but the answer of a good conscience towards
God :”* a description by no means applicable
to Water Baptism, which, as it was then admi-
nistered by immersion, did put away the filth
of the flesh ; and of which we may surely say,
as .was said of “meats and drinks, and of
divers washings,” that it .“could not make
perfect, as pertaining to the conscience ;”t
they being imposed only until the time of re-
formation ; by which is generally understood,
the Gospel dispensation,

In considering the various arguments on
this subject, part of the diversity of sentiment
appears to lie in the difficulty there sometimes
is, to determine between the literal and the
figurative use of words, which relate to it:
Even water, as well as fire, is sometimes used
figuratively. To be ‘“born of water and the
spirit,”’} has been considered, and we thin¥
rightly considered, by § some who believed

saved,” not By, but from or through the water: and many
translators ‘render it in [this semse. Also the Greek word
symiruwoy which is trapslated * figure,” might be rendered
antitype; a rendering which, in this place, gives a different

idea of the meaning of the Apostle.
# | Peteriil. 1.  + Heb, ix. 9, 10, 1 Jobn il 5,
§ Calvin, Grotius, Piscator, &c.

r6_
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in the propriety of Water Baptism, as figura-
tive an expression, as being baptized “ with
the Holy Ghost and with fire ;”® and we ought
to remember the explanation which the evan-
gelist himself gives of our Saviour’s use of the
word Water: “This spake He of the Spirit,
which they that believed on Him should
receive.”t

It is frequently said, that Water Baptism is
appointed in the.Christian charch, as a substi-
tute for Circumcision among the Jews. In
answer to this, I would first query, from what
part of the New Testament can the appoint-
ment of one instead of the other be proved :?
Can it be supposed, that, if our Baviour or his
apostles had. considered it in this point of
view, they would have given no intimation of
it? I apprehend that not a single text which
will bear such a construction, can be produced,
On the contrary, there are very strong argu-
ments to be brought against this supposition,
from the epistles of the apostle Paul, He fre.
quently speaks of circumcision as being no
longer of religious obligation. If Water Bap-
tism was to have been its substitute, the occa-
sion to mention it was almost necessary and

* Matt. 1 11. - + Jolm vil. 29.
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unavoidable. Yet he is not only silent on the
subject of Water Baptism, as the substitute of
Circumcision; but he even shows what is its
substitute. “He is not 2 Jew which is one
outwardly, neither is that circumcision which
is outward in the flesh : but he is a Jew which
is one inwardly ; and circumcision is that of
the beart, in the spirit, and not in the letter;
whose praise is not of men, but of God.”* In
the epistle to the Galatians, the apostle writes
much on the subject of circumcision; but
never mentions any other substitute for it,
than “ Faith which worketh by love,” and a
“new creature.”t

What bas been said respecting Water Bap-
tism, is intended to apply 1o it, as it was ori-
ginally administered by immersion; and in
which manner, I conceive, if it be of religious
obligation, it can only be rightly administered.
But it is a singular fact, that by far the greater
number of the advocales for Water Baptism,
and those who are most apt to reflect on us for
laying it aside, never practise it themselves;
but have substitated for it the sprinkling of a
little water in the face of the person pretended
to be baptized ; end this they apply to infants

» Rom. ii, 98, £9. + Gal v, 6, vi. 15.
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more than to adults. Now this I think may,
with confidence, be asserted, that Sprinkling
is not Baptism ; but, if it must have a name of
Greek derivation, should be called Rantism.
" Besides, it is a ceremony, which has neither
precept nor example in the Holy Scriptures;
the few arguments for it being drawn from
equivocal suppositions. For any, therefore,
to censure us for the disuse of Water Baptism,
who have themselves laid aside the use of it,
and substituted something else in its stead, is
not a little extraordinary. Which way soeverx
it is administered, it may be an. innocent cere-
mony to those who consider it as a religious
duty. \

Baut, although the baptizing or sprinkling of
Infants may be innocent in itself, there -are
some circnmstances attending its administra-~
tion, at least in the Church of England, which
may be seriously injurious. ‘To say afier a
child has passed this ceremony—“We yield
Thee hearty thanks, most merciful Father! that
it hath pleased Thee to regenerate this infant
with-thy Holy Spirit; :to receive him for thy.
own child by adoption; and to incorporate
him into thy holy church ;”—is saying what, I
think, neither.reason nor revelation will sup-
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port ; and, if it is seriously believed, must lead
those who have passed through the ceremony,
when they arrive at years of consideration, to a
very mistaken apprehension of their own state.

Another part of this ceremony, and which
results from administering it to infants,appears
1o me to be very objectionable. - That to which
I allude is, the engagement which those enter
into, who become sureties for baptized chil-
dren. In performing this ceremony, the priest
says : “This infant must also faithfully, for his
part, promise by you that are his sureties,
(until he come of age to take it upon himself))
that he will renounce the devil and all his
works, and constantly believe God's Holy
Word, and obediently keep his command-
ments. I demand, therefore, Dost thou, in the
name of this child, renounce the devil and all
his works, the vain pomp and glory of the
world, with all the covetous desires of the
same, and the carnal desires of the flesh, so
that thou will not follow nor be led by them ?
Answer, I renounce them all.” Now I appeal
1o those who are well acquainted with this
practice, whether they, who thus engage, do
really . perform their engagement. . Does it
clearly appear (as it certainly ought) that they.
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always intend so to do when they make it?
Is their own conduct such as corresponds with
the engagement into which they have entered ?
And do they afterwards follow up this engage-
ment by means adapted to the end? Or, is not
this solemn covenant, which is attended with
the most solemn circumstance, often lightly
entered into, and as lightly violated? Let
those who are promoting a practice, involving
in it a conduct so repugnant both to religion
and morality, seriously consider what they
are doing ; and then I believe they will see
this practice in an awful point of view; and
not be very censorious on us, for laying aside
a ccremony, which, we think we have good
reason to believe, is not an essential part of
Christianity ; and of which their own practice
abundantly convinces wus, that the abuse
greatly exceeds the use.

We are, however, sensible, that the abuse of
any thing, in itself good and necessary, is not
a sufficient reason for its disuse; nor do we
rest our arguments upon it. It is now left to
the serious consideration of the reader, whe-
ther Water Baptism. can be considered as an
essential of Christianity, or, whether it may

not be regarded as one of those “divers wash-
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ings,” which were imposed for a'time only. ;
and which were gradually to vanish away and
cease: “Christ being come, a High Priest of
good things {o come,—by his own blood en-
tered once into the holy place, having obtained
eternal redemption tor us;”’* thus “ blotting
out the hand writing of ordinances that was
against us, which was contrary to us, He took
it out of the way, nailing it to his cross.”+ -

After what has been said on-the subject of
religious ceremonies in generél, and on Bap-
tism in particular, it may not be necessary to
add much on what is called the Lord’s Supper.
‘We admit that a ceremony, under this name,
was in use in the primitive church; and most
probably arosc from the circumstances which
occurred when our blessed Lord ate the last
passover with his disciples; but we do not
think that, thence, an obligation arises npon
Christians in general, to retain this ceremony.
It was, like Baptism, derived from a Jewish
custom ; and when this dispensation was
about {o be superseded by that of the Gospel,
it appears, as has already been observed, that
this change was gradual, and the former dis-
pensation was not wholly laid aside at once.

* Heb, ix. 11, 18, + Col ii. 14.
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Admitting therefore, as we do, all the circom-
stances related on this subject; we cannot
conceive, that .a recommendation by Christ,
to his most intimate friends and immediate
followers, that in future, when they kept the
passover, they should have their dear Lord
and Master particularly in remembrance, does
constitute an obligation upon all those, who
should hereafter believe on his name. To
desire them to eat that bread and drink that
cup in remembrance of Him, with this addi-
tion, “as oft as ye drink it,”’* is, we believe,
a very insufficient foundation for the super-
structure which has been raised upon it.

It has already been remarked, that the wash-
ing of one another’s feet was. strongly recom-
mended by our blessed Lord ; and might, with
at least equal propriety, be now enjoined as a
religious obligation on Christians. It may be
remembered, that our Lord, having washed
the feet of his disciples, afterwards addressed
them in this manner: “Know ye what I have
done unto you? Ye call me Master and Lord,
and so I am. If I, then, your Lord and Mas-
ter, have washed your feet, yc also ought to
wash one another’s feet; for I have given you

' * ] Cor, xi. 25.
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an example, that ye should do as I have done
to you.”¥ Can any thing so clear, or so posi-
tive, be produced in favour of the Lord’s
Supper, or even of Water Baptism? Never-
theless, we do not hear of this practice, thus
plainly enjoined, being recommended at this
day, at least by Protestants, as a Christian
duty. And why? Because it is considered, as
we consider the others, of a local or temporary
natare. If a church, or a congregation of
Christians, can, in one case, dispense with the
use of a religious ceremony, it certainly las
the same right to do so in another.

The washing of the feet was a mark of hu-
mility, as the supper was of love; .and where
the thing signified is felt and acted upon, the
emblem may, in our apprehension, be either
used or disused, as Christians may consider
most conducive to the real advantage of the
~ church. We believe, however, that retaining

these ceremonies has, in general, a tendency
to settle the minds of the professors of Christi-
anity in unnecessary forms; and to prevent
their aspiring sufficiently after the practice of
real and vital Christianity. The importance
attached to this ceremony, we conceive, justi

# John xiil, 12-15,
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fies our apprehensions in this respect ; and the
abuse which frequently attends its administra-
tion, must, we think, in this case, as in that of
Baptism, greatly exceed its use. We doubt
not the sincerity and piety, with which this
ceremony is frequently administered and re<
ceived ; yet we believe, that the true Lord’s
Supper requires no such elementary mediums
as bread and wine for its participation; but
that it is the same, and the qualification to re-
ceive it the same, as is pointed ont by this
language to one of the churches: “Behold! I
stand at the door, and knock : if any man hear
my voice, and open the door, I will come in to
him, and will sup with him, and he with me.”*
The cxperience of this inward communion,
this spiritual participation of the Lord’s Sap-
per, is that which we desire to promote among
the professors of Christianity’; believing with
the Apostle, that “the kingdom of God is not
meat and drink ; but righteousness, and peace,
and joy in the Holy Ghost: for he that in
- these things serveth Christ, is acceptable to
God, and approved of men.”+

Oar dissent from the generality of Chris-
tians, on the subjects of Water Baptism and

* Rev. iii. 20, + Rom, xiv, 17, 18,
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the Supper, and our disuse of these and other
ceremonies, have, however, brought upon us
much censure from some of our fellow Chris-
tians ; who have even denied us a right to that
name, conceiving that we could not be sincere
believers in Christ. But our disuse of these
ceremonies, is so far from proceeding from
any inferior views of Christianity, that it arises
from our very high opinion of it: on which
ground we cannot reconcile these external
rites (o the great objects, and particularly to
the spirituality, of the Gospel Dispensation.
We believe in Christ Jesus, the Saviour of
men; we believe that He * washed us from
our sins in his own blood ;”’* that He is “our
passover, who is sacrificed for us;”+ and that
He has “abolished in his flesh, the enmity,
even the law of commandments, contained in
ordinances :—for through Him we have ac-
cess, by one Spirit, unto the Father.”{

* Rev.i.5. +1Cor.v.7. 1 Ephes. iL 15,18,



CHAPTER VII,

Qn the Weligions Obserbante of Baps
any lrimm.

Ezemption from censure claimed for their non-observance.—
The, observance of them disapproved by the Apostle Paul.—
More injurious than beneficial to religion—especially Festivals.
—S8elting apart one day in the week approved.—On Public
Fasts, §c—Conclusion from Rom. xiv. 5, &c.

OUR disuse of the religious observance of
Days and Times, is generally known, and we
trust that, both on this and the preceding
subject, we may claim that exemption from
censure, which the apostle granted to the
church at Colosse : * Let no man judge you
inmeat or in drink, or in respect of an holy
day, or of the new moon, or of the Sabbath
days, which are a shadow of things to come;
but ibe body is of Christ,”*

By the law of Moses, many days and times
_ were set.apart, for the commemoration of
various extraordinary circumstances, and for

* Col. ii. 16; &s.
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other considerations connected with that dis-
pensation. Some of these were, for a fime,
observed by the primitive Christians, espe-
cially by the Jewish converts, whose attach-
ment to their law, as is already remarked, not
only induced them to retain many of its
ceremonies, but also to endeavour to impose
them on the Gentile Christians. This the
apostle Paul was particularly concerned to
break through, and to assert the freedom of
the Gospel dispensation, from the obligation
of these legal observances; and, though he
wished the believers not to judge one another,
either for observing, or not observing days
and times ; yel he could not but consider itan
- unfavourable symptom in the Galatians, that
they should, after having laid them aside,
return to the observance of them :  How turn
ye again to the weak and beggarly elements,
whereunto ye desire again to be in bondage ?
Ye observe days, and months, and times, and
years: I am afraid of you, lest I have bestowed
upon you labour in vain.”*

Unless those who are in this practice, can
prove some command or injunction for it in

* Galiv.9,10, 1.
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the New Testament, of which I know not any,
I conceive but little more need be said on this
subject. If any think the observance tends to
promote piety and virtue, we wonld not judge
those who are inclined to make this use of it ;
but I apprehend it is'a fact of too much public
notoriety not to be acknowledged, that obser-
vances of this kind, particularly the festivals,
are in general so conducted as to promote
dissipation and intemperance, much more
than-piety and virtue ; and, therefore, in évery
point of view, we think we are well warranted
in laying such observances aside.

We bowever consider the selting apart of
one day in seven for cessation from business,
and for religious services, no more than a
reasonable duty : and -we encourage the
observance of it among our members. It has
been our practice from the commencement of
aur religious- society ; and, although we do
not consider- the First, or any day of the
week, as possessing a superior degree of holi-
ness ; yet we believe considerable advantages
to religion and virtue arise, not only from a
proper dedication and employment of it, but
even from the imperfect observance, with
which it is on the whole regarded.
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We are also sensible, tbat the duties of
humiliation and thanksgiving are frequently
incumbent upon us ; yet, from the conviction
that the qualification to perform these duties,
should proceed from a higher source than
man, we do not consider it right to unite with
those who set apart particular times, and
adopt set forms, for these purposes. Besides
this gerieral reason, the occasion is often such
as we can, by no means, join with. When
war, or the successes or defeats attendant upon -
it, are the occasion of public thanksgiving or
humiliation, etr sentiments on the incon-
sistency of war with the-spirit of Christianity,
prevent our uniting in prayer or praises for
victories, which involve the destruction of our
fellow-creatures : and by which, there is too
much reason to fear, many souls are sent
unprepared into an awful eternity, By join-
ing on these occasions, we conceive that we
" should act inconsistently with. that peaceable
spirit, which our blessed Lord has so strongly
inculcated, and which will be more particu-
larly treated of in the following chapter.

After giving these reasons for our dissent
on this subject, I shall conclude with the
words of the apostle Paul: “ One man es--

“ ,
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teemeth ome day above another ; another

_ esteemeth every day alike. Let every man

be fully persunaded in his own mind. He that
regardeth the day, regardeth it to the Loxd ;
and he that regardeth not the day, to the
Lord be doth not regard it.”* “Let us not
therefore judge ome another any more : but
judge this rather, that no man put a stumbling-
block, or'an occasion to fall, in his brother's
way.” t

* Rom. xiv, 5, 6. + Rom. xiv. 13.



CHAPTER VIII.
®n Gaths and AWar. .

Quotations from Matt, v.—OQOaths wnnecessary.— Arguments
in favour of them answered.—Arguments in favour of War
answered.~—The Christian Religion the only remedy for this evil.

“ YE have heard that it bath been said by
them of old: time, Thou shalt not forswear
thyself ; but shalt perform unto the Lord thine
oaths :-but I say unto you, Swear not at all;
neither by heaven, for it is God’s throne ; nor
by the earth, for it is his footstool :—Bat let
your communieation be yea, yea ; nay, nay s for
whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil.”

“Ye have beard that it bath been said, An
eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth : but I
say unto you, that ye resist not evil.—Ye have
heard that it bath been said, Thou shalt love
thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy: but I
say unto you, Love your enemies ; bless them
that carse you; do good to them that hate
yon and pray for them which despitefully use

G2
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you and persecute you ; that ye may be the
children of your Father which is in heaven ;
for He maketh his sun to rise on the evil and
on the good ; and sendeth rain on the just and
on the unjust.” *

After reciting these strong and unequivocal
injunctions of our Divine Master, I ‘have
paused to consider, whether Ishould say a word
more on the subject of them ; their own force
and perspicuity seemingto requirc no comment,
I shall therefore make none upon them; but,
after saying that on these, and other similar
passages in the Scriptures, we ground our
testimony against oaths and war, shall proceed
_ to consider the cbjections that are made, to
the adoption of precepts so clearly conveyed
to us, and the practice of which would be
“attended with so man y benefits o mankind.

‘With respect to oaths, the apparent necessity
of thern is so small, and théir real injury is so
great, by profamng the Sacréd Name, that, it
is presumed, very few religiously minded
people: will be disposed to plead in their
favour : and, indeed, it appears to me difficult
to find an objectmn of any mportance, to
laying them wholly aside.

* Matt. v. 39-39, 43-45.
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The principal arguments used by those who

are disposed to plead for them, must however
be .considered. One of these is, that the -
Almighty is sometimes said, in Scripture, to
make use of an oath, To this it may be
answered, that the Almighty could not swear
as man swears, there being none greater than
Himself to whom He could appeal; or to
whom He was amenable for the truth of his
declaration. Besides which, we apprebend,
that what He might do, as Sovereign Lord,
may nol be proper for us to do as dependent
crealures, whose highest perfection is obe-
dience to His will; and this will being
expressly revealed to us in this instance by
his beloved Son, our obvious duty is to compl y
with it.

Another argument in favour of swearing
before magistrates, is advanced from the
circumstance of our Lord’s being silent before
the High Priest, until he adjured him by the
Living God. That the High Priest intended
formally to administer a judicial cath to our
Saviour, is what, I apprehend, the context
will not support. It rather appears, that
Caiaphas, being irritated by our Lord’ssilence,
made use of this expression in the violence of

’ ¢ 3
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his temper, and not im a judicial capacity ;
and, until the latter can be proved, our Lord’s
simple reply, ¢ Thou bhast said,”* in no
degree partakes of the nature of an oath,

A third aigument in favour of the use of
oaths, is drawn from some expressions of the -
apostle Paul ; as, “God is my witness;”t+ I
eharge thee before God,” $&c. These, and
other. similar expressions, do not, however,
appear to constitute an oath ; nor would they
be admitted as such in a court of judicature.
In the beginning of our society, such expres-
sions were sontetimes offered to magistrates
instead of an oath, but always refused.§ Be-
sides, if these words of the Apostle are.to be
considered as oaths, they would .preve toe
much, by showing that he used them in
private correspendence, or communieation ;
which those who plead for judicial swearing,

" ugree our Lord meant to prohibit, by the

command; “ Swear not-at all.”

* Matt. xxvi. 64. + Hom. i. 9. 1 2 Tim. iv. 1.

§ The first afirmation granted-to-our soclety inatead of an
oath, was a declapption * In the presence of Almighty Gpd.”
But this not affording universal relief, the legislature after-

.wards indulged us with the present form of attestation, in

which there ls no ue of the Sacred Name.
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Some have also argued in favour of judicial -
swearing, from an atlusion to it in the epistle
to the Hebrews, chap. vi. 16. But surely the
mcldental mention of a general practice among
“men,” is not a sufficient argument for the
rectitude of that practiee : nor a proof that it
was allowed by Christians, who, in comparison
with the rest of mankind, were then few in
number.

It may, perhaps, be still arguned, that the
ends of justice could not be answered without
an oath. To this it may be replied, that if
the same penalty were annexed to a false
affirmation, as to a false oath, those whose
consciences are not sufficienily tender to
preserve them from giving a false affirmation,
would find, in the penalty, as much terror

from offending against the one, as agamst the
other.

It has been alleged by some, that this
prohibition of oaths relates only to commen
conversalion: but the context will by no
means support this construction, as will appear
from the following considerations. First,
Profane swearing was prohibitéd under the
law, and it is evident that Christ was for-

G 4
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bidding what the law had allowed. Secondly,
Swearing is here contrasted with forswearing
or false swearing. Now, this being contrary
to the law, whether before a magistrate, or in
private conversation, the command not to
swear at all must be equally extensive. Our
construction of the command  of Christ, is
further confirmed by the exhortation of his -
disciple and apostle, James: « Above all
things, my brethren, swear not; neither by
heaven, neither by earth, neither by any other
" oath : but let your yea be yea; and your nay,
nay ; lest you fall into condemnation.” *

Having said what appears to be sufficient on
the subject of oaths; we come next to consider
-the arguments used in defence of war. Of
these the principal one is, that it is unavoid-
able and necessary. In reply to this we say,
that so long as mankind are disposed ‘to live
under the influence of their passions, and to
sacrifice their dearcst inlerests to their avarice
or their ambition, this plea will not be wanting.
But let us consider what proofs have been
given, that war is really unavoidable. Has
any nation fairly made the experiment, and
failed ? - Where -is the country that has
regulated its conduct by that justice, that

* James v, 12.
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liberality, that love, that humility, ‘and that -
meekness, which Christianity requires, and
- yet has found war unavoidable ? Can we con-
template the characters of the individuals
.who have been the rulers of nations, and say,
that such have been -the dispositions which
regulated. their public and -pl:ivate conduct ;
and that still they have not been able to pre-
serve their.country from war and bloodshed 2
Till all this can be clearly proved, the argu-
ment from necessity is of no weight.

If, then, it cannot be shown that men, living
. and acting in a truly Christian spirit, have
found warto be necessary and unavoidable,
the argument assumed must be considered as
destitute of foundation. But, that I may not
be thought to reason chimerically, I shall show
that a people have existed, who, acting upon
these Christian principles, preserved their
country from war and bloodshed, even while
their neighbours were frequently involved in
them. Pennsylvania, it is generally known,
was originally the properly of one called a
Quaker, who filled most of the offices of the
government with persons of his own persua-
sion. Had not the conduct of this people
towards their neighbours, both Indians and
' ab
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Earopeans, been vecorded by men totally un-
conaected with the society, my relation might
appear partial and interested ; but history, im-
partial history, has transmitted the condyct of
this people to posterity, in such a manner, as
renders it wnnecessary for me to say more,
than that, so long as they retained their as-
ceadancy in the state, which was aboeut sixty
or seventy years, neither internal nor external
war was permitted to disturb their peaceful
habitations.* We do not say that occasions of
difference never occurred : but other means of
settling their differences, than those generally
resorted to, were pursued; and, if not foun
successful, submission was wisely preferred
to the precarious and violent decision of the
sword.

* Tn corroboration of these circuﬁlstanwa, the following
quotelion is given from the translation of a Latin Poem, enti-
Ued “‘Descriptio Pennsylvanim,” and written in 1729, by
Themas Makin, after forty years’ residence in Pennsylvania :

 On just and fairest terms the land is gained,
No force of arms has any right obtained.

"Tis here, without the use of arms, alone,

The dlest inhabitant enjoys his own,

Here mray, to their wish, in peace enjuy

Their bappy lots, and nathing doth annoy.
Butsad New England’s different conduct shows,
‘What dire effect from injured Indians flows.

Eee Proud's History of Pennsylvania, page 211—Note.
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Great pains are taken to make a distinction
between offensive and defensive war; and,
whilst the former is generally reprobated, the
latter meets with many advocates. It must, I
suppose, be admitted, that in almost every war
both parties profess to act on the principle of
defence ; and where is the critetion which ac-
curately determines the difference ? But, sup-
posing an extreme case, and that without any
provocation, one man, or one nation, is attack-
ed by another, is there no dependence to be
placed on a superintending Providence? and
have religion and virtue no resources, but in
the arm of flesh? Were our minds brought
into a true Christian state, the protection of
Divine Providence would be humbly and
safely relied upon; so far, at least, as to pre-
vent us from seeking redress, by means de-
structive of the lives of our fellow-creatares.

Such is the natural state of mankind, that
“offences must needs come;” but it ought to
be remembered, *that wo is to him by whom
the offence cometh.” Were those dispositions
recommended by our blessed Lord, cherished
by that which considers itself the offended
party, it wonld soon appear, that war is not

ab
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so necessary and unuvoidablé, as is by many
imagined. ' '

If sound policy were adopted, it would unite
with true Christianity, in eradicating this dis-
tressing evil. Can any thing in this world
‘compensate for the desolation and misery,"
which war occasions in the earth? To the loss
of life and property, with almost all worldly
copuforts, let us add ‘the still more important
loss, which religion and virtue sustain from a
‘state of war,and from the military life in ge-
neral : will it not then be difficult to conceive,
how men, who really have, what they think,
the good of their country at heart, and -who
also consider themselves entitled to the deno-
mination of Christians, can promote a practice
which is productive of so many evils, both
natural and moral? In contemplating this- dis-
. tressing subject, we find it necessary to have
recourse to that Christian charity, which it is
our duty to exiend to those, who differ from
us in principle and practice.* I wish, how-
ever, for myself and my fellow professors, that

* Our excelleot apologist, R. Barclay, manifests the libe-
rality of his mind on this subject, when, after arguing, with
his usual ability, in favour of our principle against war, he
admits that the practice of non-resistance is the most perfect
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~ we may faithfully maintain our principles on
this subject: being at the same time careful to
support the doctrine of peace, in the spirit of
peace: then we may be made instrumental in
promoting the increase of the government of
the Son of God, whose introduction into this
world was announced by an angel, accompa-
nied with “a multitude of the heavenly host ;
praising God, and saying: Glory to God in
the highest, and on carth- Pegce, Good-will
towards men.”

"There are a few arguments brought forward
in favour of war, from some passages in the
New Testament, which it will be proper to
consider. Of these, the principal one is, the
expression of our Lord to his disciples: “ He
that hath no sword, let him sell his garment
and buy one.”t+ This passage is generally
considered to be of doubtful signification ; and
some who do not agree with us in our senti-
‘ments on war, consider this expression of our
Lord as allegorical.f When the disciples re-

part of the Christian religion, and makes considerable allow-
ances for those who differ from us on this occasion,.—See
Prop. xv. close of Sect. 15.
* Lukeii. 18, 14, + See Luke xXxii. 36.
1 See Dr. -Edwards on the Style, &c. of the Scriptures,

page 126,
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plied, “ Herc are two swords,” He gave this
short answer: “ It is enough.”* This seems to
imply that they did not understand his mean-
ing ; for if He had intended the external sword,
‘how could two be'sufficient for the number of
the disciples, ‘and at a time_when they were
about to be attacked by a multitude, that came
out, as against a thief, with swords and staves ?
But what seems clearly to show, that our Savi-
our did not intend to recommend the use of
the sword in a literal sense, is the circumstance
which occurred very soon after He had used
the expression under consideration: for we
find, that when Peter, on. the very same day,
made use of a sword in defence of his Master,
he was reproved by Him in this manner:
“Put up again thy sword into his place; for
all they that take the sword, shall perish with
the sword.””t It may also be added, that it
was on the same, or the succeeding day, that
our Lord said to Pilate: My kingdom is not
of this world. If my kingdom were of this
world, then would my servants fight, that I
should not be delivered to the Jews.”f Now,
when these important and concurring circum-
stances are considered, can it be supposed, that

® Luke xxil. 38.  + Matt, xxvi. 52,  } John xviil. 36. ,
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our Lord intended to recommend to his disci-
ples the use of the sword, either in defence of
Him or themselves, ot on any other occasion?

Another circumstance brought forward as -

an argument in favour of war, is the conver-
" sion of Comnelius, a centurion in the Roman
army, and no account given of his having re-

linquished a military life.* As we have not -

any forther account of this pious centurion,
than that of his conversion, and -the circum-
stances , attending it, no argument of any
weight can be drawn from this relation. Some
ancient writers inform us, that the primitive
Christians did not fight; and we may there-
fore reasonably suppose, that if the centurion
continued firm in his attachment to the Chris-

tian religion, he abandoned his military life."

At any rate, the silence of the sacred historian
cannot, with propriety, be brought forward
as an argument in support of war; or as show-
ing it to be consistent with the Christian
Dispensation, '

1t is further argued, that the expression of
the apostle Paul, who says respecting the ma-

* Actsx. The remarks on this case apply to that of the
centurion mentioned Matt. viii. 5.
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gistrate, “He beareth not the sword in vain,”*
is an implied acknowledgment of the pro-
priety of using the sword in a military man-
ner. This argument, I conceive, arises from
a misapplication of the passage.  The sword
here alluded to, we have reason to suppose,
was only an emblem of civil power. We are
informed, that one of the chief magistrates in
Rome (and it is to the Romans the Apostle
used this expression) had a sword hung up in
his court, as an emblem of his power;t and
we know that in this country, especially in
" corporate towns, the chief magistrates have a
sword borne before them on particular occa-
sions, as an emblem of office. But if the sword
was even used in the punishment of offenders,
it would be no fair argument in favour of using
. it for the purposes of war, and those devasta-
tions attendant on this lamentable evil.

These, and such as these, are the arguments
advanced by ‘many, in support of an- evil,
which, in its consequences, shocks humanity,
destroys morality, weakens the influence of
religion, and entails on mankind miseries in-

- calculable and indescribable. Was the inge-

* Rom. xlii. 4. + Godwin’s Roman Antiquities, p. 164.
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nuity of man as mich exercised to put an end"
to this calamity, as his ambition is to support
it, we should soon find the benefits resulting
from this disposition. But it is religion, it is
the Christian religion, which alone provides
an adequate remedy for this malignant disor-
der; and when mankind are willing to receive
it, in the purity, the love, the meekness, and
the humility, which its Divine Author incul-
cated, this, with other similar predictions re-
specting Him, will be fulfilled: *“ He shall
judge among the nations, and work convic-
tion * among many peoples; and they shall
beat their swords into plough-shares, and their
spears into pruning-hooks: nation shall not
lift up sword against nation; neither shall
they learn war any more.”t '

# See Lowth's Translation of Isaiah. + Isaiab ii. 4.



CHAPTER IX.
®n Amusements.

General remarks on them.—Rules rufccﬁug them.—On
Dancing and Music.—Necessity of properly regulaling amuse-
menls for youth.— Propristy of avoiding temptation,

THE little benefit, and great injury, which
attend most of those enjoyments, that go under
the name of amusements, have induced us to
bring them into less compass, than the gene-
rality of Christians do : not that we are averse
to such relaxations from bodily or mental ex-
ercise, as become rational beings, and true
Christians : but the repugnancy of a greét part
of those pleasures to religion and virtue, and
the avidity with which they are pursued, are
causes of sorrow to those, who have at heart
the real interests, tem poral and spiritual, of
their fellow-creatures

There are three rules relating to amusements,
by which our conduct should be regulated.
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1.—Toavoid all those which tend needlessly
to oppress and injure any part of the animal
creation. Of this class are cock-fighting and
horse-racing : also hunting, &c. when engaged
in for diversion and pleasure.

2.—To abstain from such as are connected
with a spirit of hezardous enterprize ; by which
the property and temporal happiness of indi-
viduals and families, are often made to depend
on the most precarious circumstances; and
the gain of one frequently entails misery on -
many. Of this class are all games in which
property is staked.

3.—To avoid such as expose us to unneces-
sary temptations, with respect to our virtue ;
or which dissipate the mind, so as to render a
return to civil and religious daties ungrateful.
Of this kind, stage entertainments are pecu-
liarly to be avoided, with various other places
of public amusement, which have a tendency
to corrupt the heart, or to alienate it from the
love and fear of God.

The amusements of dancing and music, we
~ think, also come within this class. It may be
“alleged that these might be practised in such
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a manuer, as not to accord with the description
given. Our Society, however, thinks it right
to abstain from those amusements; both be-
cause of their frequent connexion with places
and circumstances, which are highly objec-
tionable ; and because we conceive they can
scarcely be entered into, without an improper
employment of that time,which we are required
not to waste, but to pass in fear, and to redeem.

Were our minds rightly regulated, and our
affections set on things above, very little, which
is called amusement, would be thought neces-
sary for those who are arrived at mature age.
With respect to young people, it peculiarly
behooves those who have the care of them, to
see that such amusements only be adopted, as
may not prove injurious to their religion or
virtue ; but which may tend to promote their
possessing a sound mind in a sound body.
Were amusements thus restrained and regula-
ted, great would be the benefit arising from such
restrictions ; but when we see how ardently
many, not only of the youth, but even of those
who are considerably advanced in years, rush
into dissipating and corrupting pleasures, it is
not to be wondered at, that vice and'irreligion

+ should prevail to an alarming degree.
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We ought ever to retain a sense of our own
weakness, and of our aptitude to fall into
temptations when they are presented to us.
Were we properly concerned for our own
most important interest, that of our immortal
souls, this sense would lead us to avoid, and
not to run into, temptation. How much those
amusements are either evils themselves, or
temptations to evil, it cannot be necessary to
point out at large to those who exercise serious
reflection. How necessary is it, therefore, to
attend to the apostolic exhortation: * See then
that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but*
as wise, redeeming the time, because the days
are evil I”*

* Ephes, v. 15, 16.



CHAPTER X.
O@n Dregs and ADVress,

Our principle for regulating dress.—Scripture pasiages in
support of it.—dn objeglion answered.— Nemconformily to the
world to be accompenied with the transformation of the mind.—
Our peculiarities of address supported by reason, by propriely,
and by religion.—On not taking off the hat.—Custom too much
admitted in the conduct of Christians.

ON the first of these subjects, our priné.iple -

is, to let decency, utility, and simplicity, be
our chief guides; and not to conform to the
changeable fashions of a vain and fluctuating
world ; though we may occasionally adopt
alterations, which are convenient or useful.
'This is a principle, the propriety of which, I
apprehend, no one will deny ; and it is easy
to suppose, that such a rule must make those
who adopt it, generally singular in their ap-
pearance. It ispnot, however, for the sake
of singularity, that we appear different from
others; yet we bave reason to believe, that
even this singularity is not without its use. It
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is, in some respects, like a hedge about us;-
which, though it does not make the ground it
encloses rich and fruitful, yet frequeatly pre-
vents those intrusions, by which the labour of
the husbandman is injured or destroyed.

The conduct which we bave adopted in this
respect, is supporied by many passages in
holy writ. “Be not conformed to this world ;
but be ye transformed by the renewing of
your mind,”* was the advice of the apostle to
the Christians, who dwelt at the seat of Roman
grandeur and luxury; and at a time, when
this grandeur and luxury had perhaps aliain-
ed to their greatest height. As the female sex
has generally been accounted most prone to
excesses of this kind, the apostles, in writing
on this subject, have more. particularly ad-
dressed their advices to them : thus Paul says:
“I will that women adorn themselves with
modest apparel; with shamefacedness and
sobriety ; not with broidered hair, or gold, or
pearls, or costly array, but, which becometh
women professing godliness, with good
works.”® The following is gxtracted from
the'apostle Peter’s advice to Christian wives:
% Whose adexning let it not be that outward

* Rom. xil. 2. + 1Tim. ii, 9, 10.
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adorning of plaiting the hair, or of wearing of
gold, or of putting on of apparel; but let it
be the hidden man of the leart, in that which
is not corruptible; even the ornament of a
meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of
God of great price.”*

It has been objectied to us that we connect
religion too much with dress. This, I con-
ceive, arises from a misapprehension of our
principles. We consider simplicity of ap-
parel, and a nonconformity to vain fashions,
as a moral virtue, in the same manner, though
not to the same degree, as we do temperance
and sobriety. In these it is possible a manh
may be very exemplary, and yet be a stranger
to true religion : but, because this man wants
that which should be the moving spring of all
our good actions, and, perhaps, in some other
parts of conduet, is even deficient in morality,
1o one, surely, would recommend such a man
to lay aside that part of moral eonduct, which
he is already'in the practice of. Thus it is
with’ our’ apparel. We need not lay aside
what is right ingone part of our practice, be-
cause we are mot thovght right, or do not
think ourselves so, in every thing. A man’s

* 1 Peter lii. 3, 4
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pretension to religion or virtue, should not be
estimated from the plainness of his dress and
outward appearance, any more than from his
possessing some other moral virtues,into which
true religion would, no doubt, léad him.

It is, however, highly important to.us, to
maintain something more than the form of
godliness; and, whilst we avoid a conformity
to this world, to be careful to seek after ihat
Divine Power, which will enable us to comply
with the other part of the exhortation: “Be
ye transformed by the renewing of your mind ;
that ye may prove what is that good, and ac-
ceptable, and perfect will of God.”* Thus,
having our minds and conduct rightly regu-
lated, we shall fulfil another important apos-
tolic injunction: “ Let not then yonr good be
evil spoken of.”+

-, In our address also, there are some peculi-
arities, which it will be proper to explain; as,
our using the singular number in speaking to
a single person ; our disuse of the appellations
of master, mistress, &c. in &u'mplim'entary
manner, to those who do not stand in these

* Rof, xii. 2, _ + Rom. xiv. 16.
H
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relations to us‘; and our calling the months and
days of the week by their numerical names,
instead of those which are derived from the
heathen deities, &c. From these, and other
crroneous and corrupt practices, the Spirit of
Truth, in which we profess to believe, as
guiding into all truth, led ‘our predecessors
in religious profession; and, we believe, still
leads us, as we faitbfully follow it. Our con-
duct in these respects is so well supported by
the praclices mentioned in holy writ, as
well as by the simplicity and reasonableness
of it, that I apprehend no one will deny its
propriety, even if {hey will not allow it to be
necessary.

The origin of applying the plural number
to an individual, and of giving complimen-
tary titles to one another, will, I suppose, be
acknowledged, by thosc who have traced
these things to their source, to have been
vanity or pride. Besides this consideration,
our practice of using the singular. number to
a single person, and of calling one another by
the proper nagl, is both more correct and
more perspicuous. This is also the case with
respect to our names of days and months.
Nevertheless, it is not by reason and propriety
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~ alone, that our conduct in these things may be
supported ; nor are these the grounds of our
peculiar practice. Religion, if an aitention
to the examples and precepts recorded in the
Holy Scriptures, has a claim to the name of
religion, alse justifies our conduct. It was,
no doubt, in allusion to the complimentary,
and not to the proper use, of the appellations
of Rabbi, Father, and Master, that our Lord
~ prohibited the practice among his followers.
Speaking of the disposition of the Scribes and
Pharisees, he says: “They love the upper-
. most rooms at feasts, and the chief seats in the
synagogues, and greetings in the markets, and
to be called of men, Rabbi, Rabbi.”* Then,
addressing himself to the multitude and to his
disciples, he adds: “But be not ye called
Rabbi: for one is your master, even Christ ;
and all ye are brethren. And call no man
your father upon earth ; for one is your Father,
-which is in heaven. Neither be ye called
masters ; for one is your Master, even Christ.”'t
Phe following expressions of Elibu, a pious
young man mentioned in the book of Job,
are also applicable to our §resent purpose:
“Let me net, I pray you, accept any man’s
person ; meither let me give flattering titles

® Matt. xxiii. 6, 7, + Matt. xxiii. 8, 9, 10.
H2
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munto man; for I know not to give flatlering
titles: in so doing, my Maker would soon
take me away.”*

With respect to the use of the singular num-
ber to a single person, it is the uniform prac-
tice in the Holy Scriptures; and indeed in
all other writings, . to a period. of time long
posterior to that in which the last part of the
Scriptures was wriften. It is not, therefore,
to be expected, that any allusion to a contrary
practice should be mentioned in them. We
think, however, that we may consider our
conduct, in this respect, consistent with that
“form of sound’ words,”t recommended by
Paul to Tlmotby.

The giving of the names of heathen deities
&c. to days and months, is not only incon-
sistent with ““the form of sound words” just
mentioned ; but also contrary to the spirit of
the injunction given to the Israelites, as a pre-
servative from contaminating themselves with
idolatry: ¢“In all things that 1 bave said unto
you, be circumspect: and make no mention
of the name of other gods; neithgr let it be

* Job xxxii. 21, 22. * 2 Tim. i. 13.
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heard out of thy mouth.”** It may also be
remembered, that when the reformation of the
Jews was foretold by the prophets, these
amongst other things, were stated as a part:
“I will take the name of Baalim out of her
mouth’;”+ I will turn to thc people a pure
Janguage;”t and “I will cut off the names of
the idols out of the land, and they shall no
more be remembered.”§

There is another peculiarity in our conduct,
on which it may be proper to say a few words.
Our refusul to take off the hat, as a mark of
respect {0 man, is generally known. The rea-
son for this is, that it is a token of reverence
enjoined and used, in our solemn approaches
to the Supreme Being, when exercising the
religious duties of preaching and prayer. On
this account, and not from any disrespect to

* Exodus xxiii. 13. .
» See also Deut. xii. 3. Joshua xxiil. 7. Ps. xvi. 4.
+ Hoseali. 17. t Zephaniah jil, 9.
§ Zechariah xiii. 2. The following lines are not Inappli-
cable to this subject :—
«The Pagan page how far more wise than ours !
They with the gods they worship’d graced their song:
Our songs we grace with gods we disbelleve ;
Retain the manners, but reject the creed.”
Hawnnag Moze

. HS
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our superiors, we think it right not to con-
found this solemn act of reverence to the
Almighty, with the marks of respect to our
fellow creatufes. True civility and due res-
pect may be better shown by conduct, than

by compliment: and we are far from desiring

to dismiss those social duties from our aiten-
tion and regard.

Many are apt to plead general custom as a
sanction to practices, which, were they im-
partially examined, would be acknowledged
to be erroneous and improper: and it is to be
regreited, that the professors of Christianity
should retain so much that is inconsistent with
its purily and simplicity. If these things
cannot be styled ¢ the weightier matters of

the law,”* and we allow they cannot, yet, we’

believe, they may be considered as the ex-
ternals of religion, and as things which we
‘“ought not to leave undone.”

* Matt. xxiii. 23.-

-



CHAPTER XI

-On Civil Government.

Peaceableness of our principles a securily to Governmenf.—
Dutics of subjects,.—Suffering peaceably submitted to, when
active c;mp!imwc cannot be conscientiously remdered.—Civil
and religious liberty valued, and how best defended.

THE peaceableness of our principles, when
applicd even to enemies, affords a strong secu-
rity to any government under which we live,
that we cannot unite in any practices, with a
view either to injure or subvert it. The con-
sideration of this circuinstance, attended with
a correspondent conduct, has probably been
the means of obtaining indulgences for same of
our principles, which are contrary to general
laws. Several of these principles, are such as
generally to exclude us from becoming a con-
stituent part of government : what we have,
therefore, to consider, are the duties of subjects.

These duties are clearly defined in the New

Testament ; and under circumstances which
H 4
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render this definition peculiarly strong. When
they were enjoined, the primitive Christians
were frequenily under persecution ; the govern-
ment, at that time, was of a kind which is ge-
nerally considered the worst, and in the hands
of the worst of men ; nevertheless, we see no
encouragement given to any thing like sedition
or resistance. On the contrary, the believers
in Christ were taught to * be subject unto the
higher powers,”* “{o obey magistrates,”+ and
to * submit to every ordinance of man for the
Lord’s sake.—As free, and not using liberty for
a cloak of maliciousness, but as the servants of
God.”t Thescare the principles on which our
Society, as a body, have uniformly acted ; as
may be seen by the advices given on tbis sub-
ject, in a Book of Extracts from advices of the
Yearly Meeling, printed in London, in the year
1802, From page 19 of this book, the follow-
ing advice is taken : “We trust we are called
to show forth to the world, in life and practice,
that the blessed reign of the Messiah, the Prince
of Peace, is begun ; and we doubt not but it
will proceed, till it attain its completion in the
earth: when, according to the prophecies of
Isaiah and Micah, ¢ nation shall not lift up

* Rom, xiji. 1. + Titus ili. 1, 1 1 Pet.ii. 13, 16.
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sword against nation ; neither shall they learn
warany more.” Influenced by these principless
we cannot consistently join with such, as form
combinations of a hostile nature against any ;
much less in opposition o those placed in
sovereign or subordinaté authority: nor can
Wwe unite with, or encourage, such as revile and
asperse them ; for it is written : ¢ Thou shalt
not speak evil of the ruler of thy people.’ ”—
Yearly Meeting’s Printed Epistle. 1775.

- Bat whilst we think it right to put in prac-
tice the advices given to the primitive Chris-
tianson this subject, we are, as they were, under
circumsiances, which sometimes prevent us
from actively complying with what the laws
of the country require. Nevertheless, we
submit to the law, by suffering the peaceable
execution of it, in cases in which we canpot
actively comply. There are duties which we
owe to our consciences and to God, with which
human power cannot dispense, and of which
it is not a competent judge. The government
of conscience is God’s prerogative ; and when
it is neither used as a cloak of maliciousness,
nor abused {o the disturbance of the public
peace, it ought to be fully free. Our Society
in this country, though under gome circum-
Hb
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slances which bear rather hard upon it, has
abundant cause for gratitade to the govern-
ment, for the favours we enjoy ; and it is to be
hop::d, that we shall always conduct ourselves
so as to merit the eontinuance, and even the
extension of them : ““ being obliged, not only
to demean ourselves as a grateful people, but,
as a Christian society,to live peaceably and in-
offensively, under the present government ; as
we have always done, under the various revolu-
tions of government, ever since we were a peo-
ple.”— Yearly Mecting’s Written Epist. 1692.

But, notwithstanding our peaceable and sub-
missive principles, in relation tothose who are
placed in authority over us, we are far from
being insensible of the value of civil and reli-
gious liberty., When these are violated, we
think it right to represent our gricvances to
those who oppress us, or who have it in their
power to afford relief. If this be done in a
Christian spirit, and in a language respectfully
strong, it would be found, in general, a much
more successfal, and always a more proper
means of obtaining redress, than any seditious
and {urbulent proceedings, or those bloody
appeals to the sword, to which mankind are
too apt to resort, as the relief of oppression,
or the gratification of revenge.



CHAPTER XII.

On Discipline,

The necessity of discipline in religious societies,—Objections
to it answered.— Particular objects of our discipline enumerated.
— Different meelings in which it is transacted.— Importance of
tifinsacting it in a right spirit.

WHATEVER may be the inducement of
any people to form themselves into a separate
sociely, it must be on some principles which
they assume, and on the preservation of which,
their continuance, as a particular society, must,
in a great measure, depend. It is also the duty
of every society, formed upon religious princi-
ples, to support good morals, without whichits.
pretensions to religion are vain. These two
considerations render discipline, in a religious
society, pecessary to its reputable existence ;
and when they are not attended-to, confusion
and disgrace must follow. However excellent
any of our religious principles may be, we who
profess them are all frail and fallible. We are
all by nature prone to eul and if we have
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even experienced some degree of redemption
from the state of fallen nature, we are still
liable, without watchfulness, to fall, or to be
drawn aside in principle or practice. Hence
we find, in all religious societies, those who
are a discredit to their profession; and wé
are far from considering ourselves free from
such disreputdble members. But in order to
remedy this evil as much as possible, we have
a discipline established among us, the first
object of which is, to labour in gospel love,
and by private advice, for the reformation of
those who walk disorderly ; and if this cannot
be effected, and the nature of the case require
it, to disown such persons as members of our
society. The reasonableness of this discipline
appears so evident, that it may seem un-
necessary to enfer into further arguments in
favour of its propriety and utility ; yet, as ob-
'jections are advanced against our practice in
this respect, it may be proper to take some
nolice of them,

The objections commonly advanced against
the exercise of discipline, are, first, that it lays
an unnecessary restraint on private judgment;
secondly, that it interferes with tbat attention
1o the dictates of the Spirit, o which we are
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individually recommended ; and, thirdly, that
the disowning of members is a species of per-
secution.

The necessity of discipline, for the constitu-
tion and support of any religious society, has
alréady been stated, soas, in a great measure,
to obviate the first objection. It may, how-
ever, be proper to add, that in every society,
_civil or religious, submission to the regula-
tions of that society is necessary, in order to
prevent the licentiousness and confusion,
which would follow, if every member acted
upon his own ideas, without any external re-
striction.  If this be applicable to society in
general, it is particularly so, with regard to
those religious societies, which have separated
from all others, on account of opinions and
practices that appear to them not consistent
with the nature of true religion, or unneces-
- sarily attached to it. How sball a society
retain its existence with any degree of pro-
pricty, if those who depart from, or disavow
its principles, are to remain members of it?2
And how shall such a society be known to
the world, if its members are permitted to
profess and act differently, even on subjects
which at first formed-the foundation of their
~union ?
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It has been said, that nothing except im-
morality and the fundamentals of religion,
should be the subject of discipline. But, if
we could be all of one mind on the application
of the word immorality, we should find it very
difficult to agree on the fundamentals of reli-
gion ; and the number of persons is, perhaps,
not small, who would resolve these fundamen-
tals into a belief of a God, and of the immor-
tality of the soul. We may easily consider
what a strange medley, the liberly contended

for would admit into one society. The Jew,-

the Christian, the Mahomedan, and the Hea-
then, with their various subdivisions, might
all be hlended together in one body ; in which
we may suppose, if any right zeal for their
respective religious sentiments should exist,
there would be perpetual jarring and discord.
Much more conducive is it to the peace of re-
ligious societies, that each should consistently
maintain its own principles, and either suffer
- those who dissent from them quielly to with-
draw ; or, after proper labour and waiting for
restoration, to disown them as acknowledged
members of the society. When this is done,
as it ought to be, in a right spirit, it is'no
violation of true charity, nor of that liberly
“which all have, no doubt, a right to exercise
with respect to private opiniom

it
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The second objection is often urged in a
manner, which may tend to mislead and cap-
tivate the unwary; but it proceeds on a sup-
position, which is by no means admissible,
namely that a body of Christians, united in
the belief of certain principles, is more likely
to be misled, than some of the individuals
constituting that body. It has always been
the judgment of our Sociéty, that the establish-
ment of meetings for discipline was under
the same Divine influence, which originally
formed our predecessors a distinct people.
The subjects of the care of these meetings
have varied very little from their first institu-
tion; and, therefore, for any person now to
pretend, that this discipline is an improper
restraint on the leadings of the Spirit, so far
as respects them, is to say, in effect, that they
are not led by the same Spirit in which the
Society professes to believe, and by which it
desires -ever to be led. ¢The spirits of the
prophets are subject to the prophets;”#* and
the individuals of a religious society must be
subject to that society collectively ; otherwise
anarc'hy and confusion will ensue : and when it
is considered,that in oursociety, a much greater
proportion of its members concur in forming

*® 1 €or. xiv. 32,



172 ON DISCIPLINE.

its rules, than in any other, there seems no
room left for objections like this. They might
have a more specious appearance, if the power
of making rules and regulations were lodged
in a few individuals: though, even in this case,
they would be destitute of solidity, if the in-
dividuals were properly delegated.
The comparison between persecution and
the disownment of the members of a religious
society, has been often zealously urged, by
some of the advocates for unrestrained liberty
of sentiment. To draw this comparison the
stronger with respect to our society, it has
been urged, that they who are deprived of
membership with us, lose not only the com-
mon privilegeés of membership, but, if reduced
to poverty, are deprived of that provision for
which the society is peculiarly distingnished.
But this argument, by proving too.much,
proves nothing : for even these latitudinarians
would, I suppose, think it right to disown a
member for idolatry or atheism ; and yet on
such an one, it would not be proper to inflict
what may be termed persecution. But are -
we, because we make extraordinary provision
for our poor, to retain all that have been
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members, however they may differ from us in
principle or practice2 The absurdity of the
argument appears to me too great to need
further confutation. Whatis sometimes advan-
ced with respect to degradation of character
by disownment, it is apprehended, stands or

- falls with the former. If the sociely has, by

its general good conduct, obtained such a-
degree of reputation, that those who are dis-
owned by it, lose part of the good opinion of
the public ; - must it sacrifice that xeputation,
by retaining in its bosom, those who violate
its rules, . or, trample upon its principles:
principles, for the support of which, our
predecessors in religious profession were
willing to suffer much ignominy ; with the loss
of property, of liberty, or even of life itself 2

Besides a general oversight of (he conduct
and conversation of our members, there are
other objects which obtain attention in our
meetings for discipline. One of the most
material of these is, the support of the poor:
for it has been the practice in our society,
from its first establishment, to maintain our
own poor, and not give them occasion to -
apply for the common modes of relief. Not-
withstanding this, we think it right to con-
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tribute to the support of the poor who are not
of our society, in common with our neigh-
bours: and that, not only in cases where the
law obliges us, but also, when ability is afford-
ed, in those voluntary charities which are
established, or occasionally promoted, for the
benefit of this part of the community : a class,
to the suitable relief and employment of which,
much importance is very properly attached.

Another material object in our meetings for
discipline, is, due aitention o proceedings in
relation to marriage; to take care that the
parties are clear of other engagements of the
same kind ; that they are not within disallowed
dcgrees of consanguinity ; and that, in case of
previous marriage, the rights of former child-
ren be properly secured : after which, care is
also exercised, that the marriage be concluded
in 4 proper and becoming manner.

The register of these marriages; of births
and burials; the care of our meeting-houses
and burial-grounds ; the admission of members ;
the granting and receiving of certificates for
those who remove from one district to another ;
the sufferings of our members on account of
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ecclesiastical and military demands,* with
divers other matters; are also subjccts of onr
care in these meetings.

The meetings in which these matters are
transacted, are called Monthly Meetings, from
their being held once in every month. They
send representatives, and answer queries rela-
tive to the general conduct of their members,
to other meetings, which are called Quarterly
Meetings ; the principal business of which isto
superintend Monthly Meetings, and to advise
and assist them when occasion may require.
_ These Quarterly Meetings also send represen-
tatives, and answer queries, to a meeting which
is called, the Yearly Meeting. 'This Meeting
has a general oversight of the socicty; and
makes rules for its government and welfare.

This description of our meetings for dis-
cipline is intended to apply only to the men’s
meetings : the women also have their Monthly,
Quarterly,and Yearly Meetings, in which they
attend to the wants of their own sex, and exer-

* It may be proper here to remove a prevailing impression,
that the amount of these sufferings is reimbursed to the suf-
ferers. We not only have no funds for this purpose; but
such a practice does not, nor ever did, exist in our Society.
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cise a’ care over their conduct; but have no
power of dismemberment.

The importance of transacting this discipline
in a right spirit, and by those who may be
properly qualified, has ever been felt as of no
small importance toits right preservation ; and
many are the advices, which have been issued
by the Yearly Meeting on this subject. The
following, being short and comprebensive,
will, 1 apprehend, afford an instruclive de-
scription of our concern in this respect: “ We
tenderly exhort, that in all your meetings for
the discipline of the church, you wait in
humility, to have your spirits brought into
subjection to the Spirit of Christ; that thereby
you may be duly qualified for the work and
service, conducive to the building up of his
church; in which work all who are engaged
should be men of upright hearts and clean
hands ; rightly prepared for the service they
nndertake,” 1743,



CHAPTER XIII.

The Conclusion.

Address to the Yonth, on the Remembrance of their Crealor.
—Reason and Revelation.—The Holy Scriptures and Christi-
anily.—On our peculiar principles.—On the necessily of re-
generation,—.Address to persons not of our religious persuasion.

IN the design and execution of this work,
‘my mind has been much inflnenced by a desire
for the welfare of the youth in our society, and
. for their instruction in the principles of true
religion. To them I feel disposed to address
myself in this conclusion.

Let me remind you, my dear friends, of that
wisc and pious injunction: “ Remember thy -
Creator in the days of thy youth.”* Consider
his operations in nature and in grace; in Pro-
vidence and in Redemption. Although in the
consideration of all these,some difficulties, not
easily comprehended, may present themselves;
yet so much will be opened to the humble and

ailentwe mind, as will excite the love and fear
® Eccles. xil, 1.
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of Him, “who made the heaven and the earth,
the sca and all that thercin’is.”® In entering
into these considerations, there aro two assis-
tants afforded us, by our gracious Creator—
.Reason and Revelation. The former, as well
as the latter, is uscful on this occasion. It is
a faculty given us by God; and, if rightly ex-
ercised, will tend to promote our knowledge
of Him, particularly in the works of creation
and nature. When not misled by the vanity
of the huwnan heart, reason sees and feels ifs
own imperfection; and recadily embraces and
. submits to those advantages, which revelation
affords. By rcvelation, I mean to compre-
hend both that which is mediate, and that
which is immediate. The former is commu-
nicated in the Holy Scriptures, in which we
hiave very ample accounts of the being and
nature of God ; of his manifold works in Crea-
tion and in Providence ; of his love to mankind,
particularly in the work of redcmption by
Christ; and in affording the assistance of the
Holy Spirit, to guide and direct into all neces-
sary truth. Itis by this Spirit, which is called
the Spirit of God and of Christ, as proceeding
from the Father and the Son, that immediate
revelation is received. This revelation pro-
* Psalm cxlvi, 6.

.
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duces that knowledge of God and of Christ,
on which eternal life depends. 1In this sense,
“no man knoweth who the Father is, but the
_Sen; and he to whom the Son will reveal
Him.”* And when it pleases God to reveal
his Son in any, and obedience is yielded to the
heavenly vision, these then become acquainted
with the mysteries of God's kingdom; and
are made sensible, that “flesh and blopd hath
not revealed these things unto them; but their
Father which is in Heaven.”+ '

Asthe Holy Scriptures arethe blessed means
of introducing us to an acquaintance with the
way of life and salvation, and of affording us
much instruction in our various duties to God
and one to another; I earnestly press-on j'ou,
my dear young friends, a frequent and serious
perusal of them. You will here find much
profitable instruction of various kinds: the
history is, beyond any other, important and
interesting ; the mystery makes “ wise unto
salvatien.”} Here you may see the various
dealings of God with his creature man; you
may be made acquainted with the dispensation
of the law, the predictions of the prophets, the
ministration of John, and the most glorious

* Luke x, 22. + Mait. xvi. 17. + 2 Tim, &i, 15,
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dispensation of the Gospel. Beware of such
publications as have a tendency to create a
disrelish for these Sacred Writings. Consider
what the state of our religious knowledge
would have been without them; and look at
those parts of the world which have not had
the benefit of the Scriptures; or in which the
reading of them has been greatly restrained.
When this comparison is fairly made, I be~
lieve we shall find abundant cause to be thank-
ful to the God and Father of ‘all our mercies,
for the benefit we enjoy, in having free access
to these testimonials of his ways and will re-
specting the children of men. Letthem be
fairly compared with' the various. sysiems of
religion in the world; and then, although
there should be some difficulties, which may
not, at once be fully comprehended, (and in
what science are there not such difficulties ?)
then will the transcendent excellency of Chris-
tianity be felt and acknowledged ; and grati-
tude will fill the heart, for the unmerited love
.of god, in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Having fairly appreciated the general prin-
ciples of Christianity, those which are pecu-
liar to our religious society, and of which you
make profession, will, I believe, rise in your



THE CONCLUSION. - 181

view with esteem and attachment. Their
consistency with thé Christian religion has
been already shown ; and, presuming you to
be sensible of this consistency, I affection-
ately enireat you to be faithful in your
adherence to them. Atiend to that Divine
Light, that saving grace, that good Spirit,
which is ‘placed in your hearts. This, if
attended to, will preserve from the temptations
incident to early life ; ‘and be your guide and
support through the various trials and proba-
tions, which, now or hereafter, may be your
allotment. O! my dear friends, receive this
heavenly Visitant in the way of his coming.
Give not up your minds to the pleasures and
enjoyments of this world, which willdraw away
your obedient attention from things which
make for true peace, and things by which you
muay edify one another. Be willing to take
up the daily cross; and to bear the yoke of
Him, who said : “ Take my yoke upon you, and
learn of Me, for I am meek and lowly in heart,
and ye shall find rest unto your souls; for my
yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”*

Let those who have been habituated to sinful
or dissipating pleasures, and have afterwards
* Matt. xi. 29, 30.

) §
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been brought to taste of the good word of life,
and the powers of the world to come; let these
say, whether more of the real comforts and
enjoyments of life, are not to be experienced
in the humility and self-denial of a Christian,
than in all the gratifications which sin and
folly afford. When we take into consideration
the Divine peace, which, we are told, “ passeth
all understanding,”™® and a degree of which' is
at times the experience of the faithful followers
of a crucified Lord ; when we also consider the
comfortable prospects of another and eternal
state of exisience ; there will befound sufficient
inducements, in every reasonable pointof view,
to prefer a life of religion and virtue, above
that which is devoted to the indulgence and
the pursnits of folly, dissipation, ard sin.

The same principle of Divine Light, which
led our predecessors out of the vain and sinful
pleasures of the world, also let them see the
corruptions which had taken place in religiouns
worship and ministry ; the inconsistency of war
with the Gospel Dispensation ; and the impro-
priety of divers other matters, in the external
deportment of professing Christians. For their
testimony on these accounts, and the coaduct

* Phil. iv. 7,
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consequent upon them, they suffered deeply,
in an age when religious liberty was claimed
by all, bat was given by few or none who
came into the possession of power. Read the
relations of the patient snfferings for the cause
of truth, and the testimony of Jesus, of those
who have gone before you ;”* and faithfally
bear your testimony even in those things that .
you may be ready to ‘call little. Let not the
singularity which a cunduct consistent with
your principles may produce, discourage you
from a faithful adherence to them ; but submit
to bear that cross, which will crucify you to
the world, and the world to you, and redeem
you from the various corruptions with which
it abounds. The principles and practices of
our society are now, in general, so mpectfully
treated, that the temptation to desert them is
much lessened. Prize your privileges; con-
sider how differently our fore-fathers were
circamstanced; and let this consideration ex-
cite in your minds, increasing faithfulness and
- dedication to all parts of your religious duty.
Follow the example of our blessed Redeemer ;
remember the reproaches which He endured;

* The Author wisites to turn the attention of fhe yauth to
the sufferings of the primitive Christians, and of the early rfe-
formers from popery, s well as l.hm of our own society.

12
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and be willing to take up the cross and despise
the shame; then you may become partakers
of that crown of righteousness, which is the re-
ward of all who have fought the good fight,and
kept the faith, and who love his appearance.

Before I conclude this address, I wish a little
further to open the subject of Christian re-
demption, so far at least as to turn your atten-
tion to that work, which the depraved state of
human nature renders universally necessary,
and in which our Lord thus instructed a ruler
among the Jews :  Excepta man be born again,
he cannot see the kingdom of God.”* - What-
ever our religious profession, whatever our
outward appearance and demeanour may be ;
all will fail to procure us Divine favour and
acceptance, if the heart is not renewed after
the image of Him that created us. “ Marvel
not that I said unto thee, ye must be born
- again,”+ This was the language in which our
Saviour repeatedly inculcated this doctrine to
Nicodemus ; and O! my dear young friends !
neither marvel at it nor withdraw from it.
Examine the state of your own hearts, and the
occasion for it will soon be seen and felt.

* John iii. 3. 1+ Joha iii. 7.
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Dwell, therefore, I entreat you, under those
Divine conyictions and influences, by which
¢ the washing of regeneration and renewing of
the Holy Ghost”* are experienced. The
work is generally slow and gradual; therefore
be not discouraged, if you cannot always per-
ceive its progress; but, as you abide patiently
under a right exercise of mind, you will find
that the work will in time proceed, until the
new creation in Christ Jesus unto good works
is known. But when this is in measure at-
tained, still watchfulness and prayer should
be the companions of every mind. The com-
mand to watchfulness is of universal extent :
¢What I say unto you, I say untoall, watch.”+
Again, “Waich and pray, that ye enter not
into temptation.”§ When this dispesition ot
mind is rightly abode in, it preserves from
formality in religion ; keeps the soul alive to
God; and makes living members and bright
examples in his church, and among his people,
In thisstate of religious exercise the experience
of the primitive believers is attained : “ By one
Spirit are we all baptized into one body; and
made to drink into one spirit.”§ Here also
right qualifications are received for religious

* Titus iii, 5. + Mark xiii, 37. { Matt, xvi. 41.
§ 1 Cor. xii. 18, ~
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service, and a capacity to fill up the measure
of suffering or labour, which may be allotted
i the church of Christ : a church, the members
of which are thus described by an inspired
apostle : “ Ye also, as lively stones, are built
up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to
offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to
God by Jesus Christ.””*

As one of the objects of this publication, is
to convey informatiou to persons who are not
of eiir religious persuasion, I request that they
would follow the example of the noble Bereans,
and “searchthe Scriptures whether those things
arc so.”t It is not probable that we shall all
be brought to think alike on these subjects ;
but if we can see, that so much may be said by
those from whom we differ, as to produce an
incrense of Christian charity, something, and
something important, is gained. I am not a
favourer of that false charity, which would
destroy all religious zeal, and make all pro-
fessions of religion immaterial. *Let every
man be fully persvaded in his own mind ;”
and, having endeavaured to obtain that per-
suasion from due consideration, let hhn

*1Peteril.5.  + Acts xvii. 11, t Rom. xiv. 5.
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support it with zeal, tempered with “the
meekness of wisdom.” Thas, notwithstand-
ing the variely of opinions into which the
Christian world is divided, the light of the
Gospel will increase in the earth; and we
may together promote the coming of that
day, in which the Divise promise and pre-
. diction will be fulfilled ;: * From the rising
'of the sun, even io the going down of- the
same, my name shall be great among the
Gentiles; and in every place, incense shall
be offered unto my name, and a pure offer-
ing.”* Then will “the kingdoms of this
world become the kingdoms of our Lord,
and of his Christ; and He shall reign for
ever and ever.”t

* Mal. i 11. + Rev. xi. 15,

FINIS.
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