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In 1845, Lucy Mack Smith, mother of the prophet, dictated her memoirs to Martha Jane Coray, who in collaboration with her husband Howard Coray produced two finished manuscript drafts of Lucy’s memoirs. The first manuscript was given to Brigham Young and was brought to Utah. The second was left with Lucy Smith. Seven years later, in the course of his trip to Washington, D.C., Orson Pratt purchased the second manuscript from Almon W. Babbitt, who had obtained it from Isaac Sheen, a former associate of William Smith, Lucy’s youngest son. Without further authorization, Orson Pratt proceeded to publish the manuscript in Liverpool with the title Biographical Sketches of Joseph Smith the Prophet. Brigham Young, however, objected to the published book on the grounds that it contained too many significant errors; and a large part of the edition was ultimately destroyed. It seems clear that equally irritating to Brigham Young was Lucy Smith’s favorable treatment of William Smith, who had become an outspoken opponent of the Utah church.

Despite a small number of minor errors, Lucy Smith’s history—the first Mormon biography—remains an invaluable source for the life of Joseph Smith.

Excerpted and edited from Peter Crawley and Chad J. Flake, A Mormon Fifty: an exhibition in the Harold B. Lee Library in conjunction with the annual conference of the Mormon History Association. (Provo, Utah, Friends of the Brigham Young University Library, 1984). Item 41, p. [30–31].

http://contentdm.lib.byu.edu/cgi-bin/docviewer.exe?CISOROOT=/NCMP1847-1877&CISOPTR=2913
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Lucy Mack Smith, Biographical Sketches of Joseph Smith the Prophet and His Progenitors for Many Generations (Liverpool: S. W. Richards, 1853).

 The Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints reissued the book in 1880.

 For the LDS "revised" edition, see History of the Prophet Joseph by His Mother Lucy Smith as Revised by George A. Smith and Elias Smith (Salt Lake City: Improvement Era, 1902).

Leonard J. Arrington and Susan Arrington Madsen, Mothers of the Prophets (Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1987). The book contained short essays on Lucy Mack Smith, Abigail Howe Young, Agnes Taylor, Beulah Thompson Woodruff, Azubah Hart Woodruff, Rosetta Leonora Pettibone Snow, Mary Fielding Smith, Rachel Ridgeway Grant, Sarah Farr Smith, Jennette Eveline Evans McKay, Julia Lambson Smith, Louisa Emeline Bingham Lee, Olive Woolley Kimball, and Sarah Dunkley Benson.
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