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Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the Law.

95 from Sekhet-Bast-Ra.
This is ow Ffirst newsletter
of  the Ophiuchus. We hope
that Yo will find oL
newsletter irfFormative and
useful. This is a scholarly

it
the
cul btural
belt, we

newsletter with occasional
of humor. Since we are in
michll e erk e
wasteland and bhible
wotl d enjoy ocriticism and
response bo owr newslebber.
Thres firat rewesl ebhber
contains the +First of nine
instal Iments of & pamphl et
that was written by Richard
Burtorn on his pilgrimage to
Mecca and other sacred sites
of the Islamic religion. e
masgueraded as a  Maslim. iz
Wi i ke wi b insightful
information on the pilgrims,
actions on the part of the
pilgrims, a descriptions of
sacred sites, information  on
Mohammed , @, A1 so
imeladed, is T article
wrrithten by AJE. Waite on  Dr.
Gaerard Encausse, cwhich was
originally published by the
riw defunct Oooult Review
magazine.
The 1ast
"Oul tural
Magichk

article is called
Variabions arel

Theory and
Fractice". It contains
information iy different
cultural rituals and practices
+rom the past and present,
which wview ideas, btheories,
antd different points-—of-view
that are expounded o in
Magick in Theory and Practice.
The +irst variation is a Mavan

1

version "0Ff Bloody Sacrifice".

Finally, thers is a
calendar of events + o
approximately the next three

months. A iniditiate of the
Order  in good standing may
attend ouwr BGBnostic Mass and
the Rites of Eleusis. As long

as they give adequate notice,
whiich can  be obtained by
writing ws  in advance. Our
newsletter will be published
four btimes & VR . For
individual of the 0.7T.0. the
price is $2.00 each or $5.80 a
yvear in the U.5. {(outside U.S.
will be prorated to make up
f o postage differencel.
Futwre issues of Ophiuvchus
will contain information on
and written work by the Saints
o bhe Gnostic Mass, Crowley
material, other cultural
variations, book reviews, the
hest letters to the editor,
el .
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Kichard Burton

Most sre probably familiar
with Burton®s books such as
the Arabian Nights, the
Fasidah, Sindh and the Races
that in Habit the VYalley of
the Indus. Highlands of
Brazil, First Footsteps in
Fast Atrica, the ity - oF
Saints and across the Rocky
Mountains to California, etoc.,
but bhe articles and pamphlebs

are sl owly becoming rare
fincs. The +following is =&
travel guide thalt Burton wobe
for Mecoa. It describes his
pilgrimage to Mecoa. The
pamphlet was written in nine
stages. The article also
gives information concerning
another Griostic Halnt,

Mokhamme . The pamphlet was
Firet issued in 1B&E by the
British Museum.

Stage 1.
The Filgrims Land at Jeddsh

We are about +to describe one
of  the most important scenes
in the Mohammedan®s life. &}
pilgrimage to Mecca, followed
by a wvisitation to Medina,
are, L e cartain
limitations, obligatory upon
all true believers, and many
who have led evil lives date
their reformation from the
first sight af the oly
shrd e,

There is little doubt that
this i g i mage, L ke all
ohhers, began with a mixture
of commerce  and religiond the

latter el ement now
pradominates. In former
vears, when travelling Was
more difficult, the hadgees
(Haiid, gr pilgrim, WO e,
atter his return homs, a greesn
tuarbran. The custom is now

ohasnlete in the more civilized

Landas. Maids, wives, ard
wi dowes Go through the
ceremonial enactments, and "0
pilgrimess!? i the civil

address to women of the lower
orders  in Egypt and other
Moslem lands.

Jeddah, the port of Mecca,
antd the capital of the Tehama
province, lying on the sastern
shore of the Red Sea, is tha

Favion i te landing-place af
pilogrims. Ih.ciw a truly
tropical picture. Above, &

pitiless sun rains yvellow firs
through air  as  blue as the
turguol se. Below, is  an
ultramarins EEA streaked
emerald grsen, showing where
shoal water overliss golden
smar and  dotted with corsl
rocks  that form the dreaded

"Eatewavs of Jeddah., " Bebwsen
the two liess the thin line of
el -yal o o onanct, ubterly

sterile, with here and thers
sandy downs and rocky, pointed
hills - an iron land. The
town is a long streak of
duli-brown ruins and white
houses glaring =3
twalfth-cakes. The material
i coralline-limestone, ared
the habitations are oblong,
like the old brick houses of
England, but decorated with
the pilicturesque alcoves and
the hugs hanging balconies of
carved wood which the overland
traveller sess for the first
11 me at HMalta. Jexddah is
rudely fortified, and in 1817
it beat off thousands of wild
Wahhabis or Arab Puritans.
Many BEuropean vessels lie
off the port duaring pilgrimage
time,and in these days there
are steamers from India and
Egvpt. The native buildings
are of immense varisty, arnd
mobion is given to the scene
by canoes, fishing-boats, and
catamarans, darting rapidly in
all directions: thedr




leg—of-matton ard gul lwing
salls (often mere sheets)
turned  from white to tender
Blue and lustrous green by the
dazzling reflection of the
water, recall to memory a
shoal of dolphins off the Cape
of Good Hope.

The pilgrim also are a
motley throng. The blus-eyed
and red-haired Moslem from

Moscow meet s is swarthy
Chingse-like brobther from Java
o YL T The fieroe
Albanian with pesaky face,

bristling mustachio, and hand
o plistol-stock, swaggers by
the bumpkin from Sind or the
Hindostan man, cat-like with

stealthy tread. There are
handsoms Byrians with pale

taces and curly vellow beardsd
Jew-1i ke Morooccans consplouous

for huge rosmes and  rugged
faces: ferocious-looking Hurds
arvd Afghans, cignidfied
famanlis with Circassian
featurss, and gentlemanly

Constantinopolotans, all
jostled by the mop-heacded
Bomal of East Africa, and the
wild black Takeruri, whose
brurning desire to sight the
holy sheines has burcied their
painful steps across hal$ the
breadith of terrible Africa.

The tall, well-hearded
Fersians, in conical lamb-skin
CAapPS, surmounting classical

features, so like one another
that all seem bhrothers, keep
aloot from the crowdi they are
heretices and they have reason
) F ar thes large
gquarter-staves carried by bhe
local police. (note # It was
nat £ill Burton got to ECairo
at the beginning of his
pilgrimage that Burton
discovered fthe disrespect
showrt  to the Psrsians. He
atarted from lL.ondon as a
Fersian Mirza, but changed to
a "Pathan”,; born  in India of

ffghan parents, a the advige
of his friend Haji Wali.)

it theeas ME 0
cli Fferant in AL AT ANCE,
almost all wear the same

dress. Passing certain points
on the coast they exchanged
their normal garb Ffor that
called “Ihram', o
"Mortification". it is
nothing but two cotton cloths,
each six feet long by haldf
that breadth, white with
PYEFT T W e shripes arnd
fringesi: in fact, it is nearly
the same as that adopted in
our Anglo-Turkish baths. Une
af these sheesets is thrown over
the back, and, exposing  the
right arm and shoulder, i
knotted at  the side. The
waist-cloth extends to the
knees, and , tucked in  at the
middle, supports itself. ALl
heads are bared to the rabid
sun heat, and the insteps
suffer severely.

Assuming this garb, the
pilarims recited "Hoere am I
0 Allah! Here am 1! Mo
Sharer hast Thow -~ Hers am 1!
Varily the Fraise  and  the
Girace are Thine and the
Empires; No Sharer hast Thouw -
Here am 1Y

The directors of the
pilagrims” cCOonscisences now
order them to avoid guarrels,
brad Language, and all
immoralibyl they must
religiously respect the
sarchuary bry AR LN e
treess, and by avoliding to bake
arvimal Tifes they Ry 5
howsver, w#lay, i+ necessary,
the "five nuisances? — a orow,
a kite, a rat, a scorpion, or
a biting dog. They must

abstain from pertumss washes,
and cosmetics, from paring the
rails and from dyeing.,
shaving, plucking, and cutting
the haird and, though they may
take advantage of shade, and




aven defend themselves from
the sun by upraising  the
hands, they must never cover
the head. For each infraction
af  these ordinances they are
ardered to sacrifice a sheepd
arnd it is popularly said by
Moslems  that nons but their

Frophet ("Apostle® or
"Messenger" i ] better
translation) was sver perfect
in e intricaciss ot

pilgrimage. It is copious and
flkl  of eroeptions as  the
fArabic languages iteslf.

The women do bthe same as
the ment  this alone disproves
the world-wide calumny against

Mohammedans ~  namely, that
hald humanity has no sowl, and
consequently ne futures.

Filgrimesses exohange the
"lisam”, that coquettish fold
of muslin which veils instead
of concealing the lower part
ot the face, for a hideous

mask  of aplit, dried, and
plaited palm-leaves, pierced
with  hullfs-eves" to  admit
the light. This "ugly" is
BT b o se cluring e
ceremonles a woman®s vell must
not touch her  features. Thyes
rest of the outer garment is a
Loang whi e cotton sheetl ,

covering the head, and falling
to the heels. One can hardly
help Laughing when these
strange  figures first meet
one’s sight, and to judge from
the shaking of their shoulders

they are as  much anused
themsel ves.
The Fol 1 owing i &

article written by A.E. Waite
for the Ocowult Review magazine
mrn Dy Gerard  Encauvsse (Jan
19L 7).

Fapust A Blogeraphical bote

The war has removed one
of the most interssting and
notable personalitiss from the

ooeult circles of Paris,. Dr.
Gerard Encausse, mor &
familiarly ard indesd

universally known as "M, le
docteuwr FPapus,” this being his
pen-name, has died in Faris
From & cemtagious disease
contracted in  hospital, whers
he was serving as a8 military

LU EPE T . Feir mere anple
biographical particul arse  we
(v have g wait &

considerable time, owing to
the suspension  of pgractically
all the French periodicals
whiioh repreasented his
particular field of activity.
So far as it extends, much of
our present knowledge is
referable to M. Henri
Durville’s Psychic Magazine,
which in one of its recent
issues has a sketch of le
maitre occultiste. Meanwhile
it is satisfactory to know, as
we can no longer count him
SINCITY LAy that the
indetatigable ooocultist has
pasmsed away in the ssrvice of
humanity and din  the sacred
caunse e his country.
Biographical facts concerning
Mim have always been curiously
scarce, which can be harzarded
upon this side of the subisct
may call for correction later
on. He was born at La Corogne
in Spain on July 13, 1845, his
father being a French chemisti
-~ Louis Encausse - and his
mother a Spanish lady. After
graduating in medicine and
surgery, his attraction to the
psychical and occult side of
things was shown by a passing

connection with the
Theosophical Society in Paris.
In & briet riedes i

auntobiographical in respect of
idess ~ appended to  the fifth
edition o f his Traite’
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Elementairs ol Soience
Oooculte, he tells us  that
urncler e material istic

intluence of the medical Ecoole
de Faris he became an ardent
evolutionist, but discovered
very soon  the incomplsteness
of this doctrine, whiioh
preached the law of strugole
for existence but knew nothing
of a law of sacrifice. Im the
opinion of Fapus, this latter
clominates all  phenomena.  Thes
igea  concerning it seems to
have eac ke him
independently, but he found it
subsequently din the writings
orf Laoi s luoas, in old
Hermetic texts, the religious
traditions of India, and in
the Hebrew Eabalah. He Found
al so the doctrine ot
correspondences,  which became
for him -~ as  For many obthers
like him - a general key, not
only to  the myvsteriss of
philosophy and religion but to
those of science, and to  the
inter—-relation of all sciences
by MEAr S o f & £ CHTIRLIT
synthesis. Very curiously
alsn, as it will seem Lo many,
e Ffound much  to his purpose
i the rituals of ko
grimoires, and bthis led him to
thes general litsrature of
Mgl o, a5 well as to =&
sympathy with its claims and
practices. He left the

Theosophical Society s ie 2
raasons which he #plains in
i Traite Methodi ques e

Science Oococulte and which do
not concern  we, especially at
this date. It was not long
pefore he began  to sstablish
independent Groups, in
collaboration with others
whose names are also well
Eriocman. They represented what
he calls the Resurrsction of
(ocult Science. There was &
G oupe Independant o BEtudes
Esoterigues, and abrorve all

there WaE the Chrdire
Martiniste, which made wuse of
a simple ritual, arranged in

thres degrasa, modestly
conceived and well arranged.
Out of these there gy Ew
ultimately A Faculte® des
Sriences Hermetigues, which
issued diplomas to students,
and occasional ly CaLsa

honoris, o persons wsho  had
attained distinction as mystic
o occult writers in France
and some foreign countriss.
The Martinist Order was
extremaely successful and the
Suprems  Council of France,
with PFapus as its president,
had branches over the whols

wortd = in Italy, Sweden,
Germany, Switzerland, England,
Belgium, Spain, Denmark,
Mol land, Austria, even in

Russia and Rumania, Egypt and
Indo-China. There was also a
vast membesrship in America,
both NMorth and South, but the

Lodges of the Northern
Jurisdiction broke away from
the PFParis Supreme Council,
partly over gquestions of

Masonic procedurse and partly
orn other grounds which are too
complexr and controversial for

erumeratdon e, It is
teairable to mention e
point, at least, in {favour of
the Martinist Order. Unlike
a0 many  organizations  which
AESUME in mexclern  days e
Masonic or kindred origin, it
ol not b e false and
fantastic claims raegarding

its sowces, Fapus never
concealed the fact that he and
o other was the author and
fount of its rituals. e
connected it indesd with the
nams  of L.OC. cde Baint-Martin

as a  sort of traditional
founder, but not - so far as
can be sesen — in oa direct way.

It was rather an attempt to
carry on  in an incorporated
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from the work which the French
mystic is supposed fto have
done  dindividually among his
aclmirers and disciples.

The foundation of this
group, moreover,  represented
what must have been not only
an sarly intersst but also a
dedication of Fapus to the
saintly personal 1y, wi e
intlusnoe and philosophical
illumination of Saint-Martin.
i understandd ng it e
phi losophy in particul ar
differs from O CHA in
England, and — in accordance
with French romantic
tradition, which has no base
i1 history - he regarded
Saint-Martin as a reformer of
High Grades in Masonry, and
the inventor of & Rite of his
CHATY But these things ars
acoidents, coomparat i vely
speaking at least. One
important result  was that the
interesst 1ed to personal
research and that this brought
Fapus into relation with
parsons and things belonging
to Martininst tradition.
Valuable documents came into
Mis hands, so that he was able

ty  throw great light, in a
work devoted to Martinism, on
thes mystical ard ocoult

schools of Lyons, on the life
of Martines de Pasgually, the
first master of Saint-Martin,
and to some extent on  the

mystic Frimself. In this
mannesr the O-der of Martinism
justifies it F fry the
s seouent wir b ot it
founder, whiose literary

history, werse it only in this
connection, is honorable to
Mimasseld and of lasting value
to students,

Fapus was also a friend
ard perhaps at first a guide
of  the Marguis Stanislas  de
Guaitha, aniother lLight erf
pooultism in Pacis at  the end

of the ninetesnth century. De
Guaiata founded a Fabalistic
Drder of the Rosy Oross, which
Was ary i ed on o in great
secrecy, and when he died at
an =arly age it is said that
its direction passed over to
Fanus. It neitheser had nor
claimed any comnmnections  with
the old myvsterious Fraternity,
but seems to have been quite

mincere in its mobtives. Srme
wvaluabhle e Frave been
published from time to time
undesr 1t auspices. Outsids

these activities, Fapus took a
hand in exposing the Leo Taxil
conspiracy against Masonry and
the Latin Church. When the
star of peace again shines
over the life of France, and
when the ocoul & circles
reasaenble, e pleasant
pearaonal ity ¥ Fapus is
certain to be missed, and 4t
is difficult to say precisely
how his vacant place will be
filled at the head of the
VArious groups.

Though he appears to have
bhroken away alike Ffrom the
tradition and practice of the

o b hodox medical sohonl ,
earmning the uswual conseguencss
in it CITE ard serat

hostility, he was a successful
and popular physician, and his
clinic in the Rue FRodisr is
said to have been crowded. The

little monograph in the
Feychic Magazine affirms that
Fres disd Ffor his country,
literally worn ot by his
exertions on  behald of the
woancle ., Thes claim is

therefore true, and of him it
may be said that death crowned
his life. Feraonally I shall
always remember ow pleasant
communications during his two
brief wvisits to London, now
MANY YEars &go.

fie it de customary for
Frenoh oooultists t




acknowl edge masters, it may be
desirable to mention those to

whom  Fapus more  sspecially
deferred. They were Eliphas
L.evi in the philosophy of

magioc, Lacuria in bthe mystery
of numbers,  and Hoene Wronski
in the doctrine of synthesis,
applied to a projected "reform
of a&ll the scliences".

Cultural Variations and Magick
in Theory and Fracticoe

The Mayan version "0OFf Bloody
Sacrifice”

Mroune 1 1dEE BC ev,  the
ancient Mavans began to settle
the Copan Valley (Schele &
Freidel 199@). By 3@ BC ey,

the Mayans W srecting
massive architecturse and had
stratified sooial classes.
They also Fadd irrigated
agricul tures, a sysdam o f
writing, an extensive trade
netwerl g arct & complex
calendar svstem. Finally they
had advanced mathematics,

which had definition for zero
thres centuries bhetore the Old

Wea- 1 d (Sohele f Freidel
1986) . As time moved on the
Mayans continued to make great
atrides in progressing to
becoms one of  the great

cultures of the New WNorld,
The Mayarn noble  bo the New
World person was & symbol  of
power. They were considered
to be living gods. These
nobles used the symbols of
their cultuwe to perpetuate
their powsr  and rule. Thes
most potent symbol was blood.
Whether it was a bhlood-letiting
ritual, a sacrifice, or a ball
gams, the Mayan noble believed
that they fed the gods and the
world with blood. Aleso the
world was controlled by blood.

This article gives a briesf
CIVER YL S of  the avallable
material on the blood rites of
the Mayan culture.

To wunderstand the power
that the Mayva saw in blood,
one has to know  somebhing
about  the world view of the
Mava. The Maya sow  the world
in a very different way than
most culiures. Evervihing was
alive and was magical, but it
coula be controlled. The Maya
believed fthat ©LFf one could
balance the powers of akbal
(darkness) and mirror (light?,
then one could control the
world around him. The Maya
dicd this by raising fields in
S E N , created irrigation
ditoches for agricultures, and
commected rivers with canals.
By oreating these works the
Mayva believed that they weres

controlling the power o f
walter ., The Mayans W
imitating nature’s design  of

streans, rivers, and lakes.
The Mava also created pyramids
and  underground  chambers to
imitate mountains and caves.
Also, the Mayvans observed the

shodes, They recorded the
stars with edact precision.
In fact many of the star

charts of the Mavans match
with existing ones in China
{fveni 12988) . They believed

that the stars represenhed
peopls  who had conguered the
Death Lo cles (e os o

heroines!. One can begin  to
understand  that in the Mava
Vi ew the whole world was
magic. Each river, mountain,
cave, ebtoc. had a spirit, god,
and//or  monster atbtributed to
5 Y 2% the sSame time
svaerything was god or  Itzam
MNam (the supreme god of the
Mayal . Howsever, what helped
create and sustain  the gods,
WL the giving - Of blood
(SBrhels 2 Miller 19865 .




Blood was the force behind the
st operation arvd
continuation  of the world.
The Mayvan helieved that blood
was  the single most potent
ensrgy of all.

One of the most important
dutiss that a noble held was
the ritual of blood-letting.
Alihough  the origins of the
this itual ar e unknown,
Blood-letting al i owed the
Mayan nobles to have contact
with his/her ancestors, gods,
apirits, ebto. The witual
srsured  bthe ferbtility  of the
Lol o e B victery in battle,
esmpowerasd bthe gods and  kept
the world alive. I+ knowledge
from an ancestor  or a god was
sought, the noble would pisros
the fongue 14 the noble was a
womar: o the penis if  the
rable was  a  man (SBohele &
Miller 19860 . & cord with
tied pieces of jagged, sharp
obsidian would be run through
the open wound. The  blood
would be caught din & bowl of
streams of paper. The bloody
papsr would be offered to the
god  or ancesbtor. While the
okl e participated in e
i bal the noble would have
what is called a @ "Serpent
Vimion', This e ment
Vision” was a dream-like state
in - which the good o the
ancestor would appear to the
blood-letting rici e In
real ity the vision was e
procuct of the great loss  of
21 ood, whid oh CoaLEes Thies
raleass  of endorphins dn bthe
brain {(Bochele & Miller 1986,
This cauwses an effect similar
to the hallucinogenic deuag,
opium. The other form  of
Blood-lething ritual was  that
the noble would piscce hislher
genitalia and do a dervish-
gpin  like dance. The blood
wouled be caught by strands of
paper  bhalt  were tied around

the wound (Herp  198%).

While the blood-lstting
ritual seems brutal, nothing
compares to what the ava did
e the losers of & war. The
Mayvans werse a very war-like
peoplea, but the only ones who
ware involved in warfars wers
the nobles and the warriors
{Evenr v ors @l s (NECR: PRV B
bothered with. It was against
the law.) The losers of a war
ware dragged back to  the ity
f bhe victors where they were
brutalized and bound. The
ball game was supposed Lo be a
reenactment of the war for the
entire feudal kingdom to ses.
The ball game is similar to
basketball with hockey sticks
and anything goes. Somebimes,
a decapitated head of the
Tosing lord’s  son would be
weerd as bhe ball. The losing
robles werse taken on the ball
court, injured, and often had
one leg and/or arm  bounded up
in or to ensurs  bthelr defeat.
Afbar  belng brutslized and
huamiliated on  the ball court,
the losing team was sacerificesd
o the gods.

However , et all the
ITosming  team  was sacrificed
right away, the noble captives
were ofben kept alive for
WESK G, Often they would be
brought in front of ceremonial
svent s te bres breund ard
tortured at bthe fest of the
vigtorious Pard. Some
captives W & alsaso
cli membowed ed., Thes o e
Mol lowed the captive from his
starnum bto his groin. SRS
his oilsembowelment the capbive
was hied to kindling and set
s fire (Hohsls f Miller
1984,

f onokle capbive was even
used to help the Mavan lord in
the ascending rite of powsar.
This b accompl ished by
sewirg bthe captive lord to a




scaftfold.,. The victorious lord
woulad take a sharp knife  and
cut  dinto  the ohest of the
captive Lord, but first
inflicting as much pain as
possible, Eventually, the
lowd would remove the capltive
lord's heart., This was given
oy the gods as a sacrifice
along with other prized pieces
o +1esh such  the head,
genitals, eto. After the
sacrifice pleces were removed,
the Mayvan priessts would place
white linen over the stairs
ascending o the top of
pyramid or temple. Thers the
victorious lord would climb
the stairs leaving his bloody
footprints behind him. The
victorious lord was said to
have ascended o bthe heavens
to bhe with the gods. This
500 R € W L cepiocted on &
ceramic vesssl in the Fields
Museum in Chicago.

0fF all sacrifices, the
sacrifice For  the heart was
the most  important  and  the
actual cauvse of death for the
captive. O a painted wall
socene at the site of Bonampalk,
Lord Dhaarc-Muan displavs his
captives, The captives are

shown with  sunksn mheeks,
maybhe an indication that their
teath were  renoved., One
captive in the left of the
wall painting shows blood
running  down  his arms. Thes
noble is sither removing the
captive’'s fingernails o
cutting off his fingers. In

another scens  Lord Chaan-Muan
takes the heasrt of the capbive
lord and gives the heart to
the gods. He then kicks the
hloody hody off the top of the
temple. The body rolled to
the bhottom. The blood traces
found by archaeologists on the
steep steps of the temples and
pyrami ols oo cles fouether
evidence of the practice of

this  Mayvan witual (Sabloff
19995 .

With some stody one can
ass how the Mayvan noble uss
blood to perpetuate his rule
and power. Fear was probably
part of the weapon. The Mavan

rituals might EEET
overwhelming like a constant
blood bath. But  to someons
who  was  raised  in such a

culture, it owould seen life
just a part of sveryday life.
For  bthe average Mayva peasant
the Mavan noble was keeping
the world and the gods aright.
Ultimately, the Mayan noble
was controlling death o the
Death Lords. The Mavan noble
proved by ths light of the
stars and the birth of new
stars thalt they were able to
continue to beat death. In
order to  conguer  death  one
must have powsr. Power to bhe

ancient Mava is gained by
continuing and controlling
practice of the bloody

sacrifice.
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