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A Blurb on Will.
BY FRATER CORVUS

I'm writing this mostly to inspire us all, including,
and especially myself. Consequently, the
accusative of it all is directed at myself. Using
myself for an example will hopefully also save any
hard feelmgs » -

Hopefully, if you have experienced any of these
issues, it will inspire you to further apprehension of
your own work. At any rate, | don't think this
concept has been emphasized enough.

“What is my Will?” or “How can | achieve my Will?”
are the most common questions we experience on
the Thelemic path. The first question no one
specific answer can really be given, but as a goal, it
can be viewed as “What can | contnbute to the -
human race’" ' »

If we have such an End, whether we call it



“accomplishing the Great Work,” or “achieving our. .
True Will,” or whatever else it necessitatesa =~
Means. This means is also the WI":

For myself, | know all too well the dangers of
pursuing things to excess. |have fallen prey to
debauchery, and fairly dedicated myself to
indolence. In other words, | have done virtually
everything except what my Will is. Although.|
desired to accomplish my Will, | refused the most
important thing in order to be able to do so. Even
when | discovered what my Will was, and began the
pursuit, | was still plagued-by certain distractions
that still to this day hamper my ability to Work. |
have tried to thresh out how to approach my Will in
such a way that it would still accommodate my
appetites. In the end, paradoxically, what is
happening is that I've discovered that my appetites
are being threshed out in order to accommodate
my Will. One word emerged as the only thing that
would liberate me from my morass, and probably
for that matter, holds true for everyone else. This
word is “Self-discipline.” This word is synonymous
with Will. If | can out will my lazy streak, my desire



to indulge in drugs, alcohol, sex, and whatever else
Serves as-a dlstractlon | will have achieved Self-
Mastery, and am ablé to partake in these things
without fear knowmg that I am now the Master.

| will also be outfltted WIth the one thlng that will!
enable me to achieve success in anything | choose
to do whatsoever: The strength of Will to pass the -
Guardians and “Dwellers on, the Threshold” ofmy
desire. If | determine that more moneyis. = =
necessary to accomplish my Work, then it follows
that | need to develop the faculties and get the
licenses necessary to do so. If | desire to-claim.any
Grade in the A.".A." or any other similar - - <
organization, I'd better commit'myself-to the
necessary work, instead of just imagining it to be
so. This leads into another shortcoming of my own
that on the surface appears as an advantage. |
have a natural ability to exceed most of my peefs o
with less work. Because of this,.a hablt of half
assedness permeates everything ) do. For .
instance, | have a natural knack for guitar playing -
that put me above most other beginners. However,



ThIS analogy holds true in every. other aspect in my
life. |lack dedication. As 'm writing this, 'm
grinding my teeth to get through it, because | so
want to do something ‘else, or maybe it's that | don't
want to commit to the work of putting it out, or
even furthermore, I'm afraid of laying everyone's,
including my own, devil's advocate. Any way about
it, discipline is what will make me finish it. | did,
after all, dedicate myself recently to a deity whose
nature involves criticism, including self<criticism.

The word “Yoga” implies discipline. As a (albeit
occasionally, again on the indolence) devotee of
Shiva, | have to accept not only Parvati, but also
(and especially) Kali as my bride, especially in her
terrible aspects. “Fear not to undergo the ordeals”
is the ‘catchword in this instance. This not only
applies in our initiations, but also in our daily .
lives. As this is the Aeon of the Child (crowned and
conquering, | might add), we are in a constant state
of growth. Growth implies learning experience, aka



ordeals. This implies Devotion. When holding up an
ideal, be it Thelema in general, the OTO specifically,
or even Nothing, we can expect flack from without
and within. It is then our duty to put our noses to
the grind, and push until we break through.

Success is never something given. It must be
worked for. Hence the appallingly difficult nature of
the Abramelin Operation, and why this whole thing is
called the Great Work. We have to claim what it is
we want by right of conquest, not by hoping it'll just
come to us. Detoxifying from drugs or alcohol,
going on a diet to gain or lose weight or regulate
blood sugar, devotion to a deity, learning how to
balance a checkbook or keep the house clean or
whatever sort of work is at hand can only be
successful if the Will to complete it is maintained for
the duration of the operation. Then, when we
conquer ourselves, it is much easier to conquer our
environment, since we don't have the inner
distraction to hamper us. Then, without the outer
distraction (concerns over bills, whether or not we
can keep our jobs, whether or not we have an
appropriate lover, etc.), it is much easier to
conquer the Empyrean. Within these things lies



Devotion. Within Devotion lies Will. The essence of
Will is Discipline. To finish, | quote Uncle Al, “90%
of Thelema is self-dtscnplme "
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Bo whit Thou wilt shatl leThe whole of the L.

Vinter

When Icicles hang by the wall [EEe s

And Dick the shepherd blow his nail, =~ ~ ©"-
And Tom bears logs into the hall, o

And milk comes frozen home in pail,
When blood is nipped and ways be foul,
Then nightly sings:the staring owl,

. Tu-who;

Tu-whit, tu-sho: a merry note,,
While greasy Joan doth keel the pot.
When all aloud the wind doth blow, ...

And coughing drowns the parson’s saw,
And birds sit brooding in the snow,

And Marian's nose looks red and raw,
When roasted crabs giss in the bowl,
Then nightly sings the staring owl,

Tu-who;

Tu-whit, tu-who: a merry note
While greasy joan doth keel the pot.

-Shakegpeare 1595

AHBH
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COOD BOOX

Do What Thou Wilt: A Life of Aleister Crowley. By Lawrence Sutin

Reviewed by: Soror AHBH'

I read Confessions about a year before this book came out.
Enthusiastically | bought DWTW, hoping it would be a more:
interesting read (We all know how Crowley lked his own words) |
was not disappointed. : 535

Although there were certain parts of the
book | disagreed with that made me feel
defensive of Crowley and Thelema, the
book is an excellent read. The
opinions and theory’s seem to be
unbiased or judgmental. Also, Mr.
Sutin makes interesting observations of - - ~
Crowley as a man of his time, a maglcklan as well asa human and
ordinary man made of flesh and blood: :

| would suggest this book to anyone wanting to kriow abouit Crowley,
as it seems fair, but realistic. :



This is the second installment about Sir Richard
Burtons’s experiences as a Muslim worshiper on the .
holy pilgrimage. The British Museum ongmally
published this pamphlet in 1865. «

Stage - The Caravan March Agross the Deset -

Few pdgnms endure the aLr&ad,ﬁ»L
heat, the dust and, worst of all, the
cologne-Like odors of veddah. Most of
them encamp on the plain behind the
town aftersecuring the services of a
scircuit man’, socalled because,
besides ﬁsa?*viﬂg as gw[d,e in raLl’gious
matters g&mral/l@, he 'd}l;/a,lzlf'}’lg puts the
pilgrim through his seven obligatory
perambulations round the house of



Allah. vealso'collects cattle forthe -
march, and, is ready toprovide the
stranger wcth htghlﬂ-—pmad; bcd/ amd,
board,bnthasacrcdlow&
Before leaving d&ddah, pLLgers
pevformaplous visitation. ourside the
town.lies, or is supposed to Lie, no less.
a personage than ‘ourmother Eve’,
whilst owr first fatherreposesina
mosque near Mecca. Thewords
Jeddah, inArabicmeaning .
‘grandmother, Ls populariy dertved,
through a mass of foul hutsand. . .
tattered, coffec-sheds, wepass overthe
sandy plain to the north-east of the




town and, find th& d,oors fth& yr&cbmt
closed. Asusual in hoLg pLacas &
must be opened witha silverkey. ..
‘ourmother” is supposed to lie like
a vahammcdun woman, szd,cwa(z]s,
frontmg k»;ia, with her h&adtothc rs
sou,thd h&r fa&t northwa,rds and her -

swpp@rtmg@owr rlght .
‘whitewashed, amd, oonspwuous}

Jancifully carved to show whéra tlw |
middle of the body lies. naving
prayed there and at the head, where a

Jew dwarf trees grow, pilgrims walk



along the low walls which define the
outlines of “‘our mother's” mortal
remains. They are paraﬂd, and,
about eighteen feet apart. Asthe
‘mother’ measured one humdred and
twenty paces_from head towaist, and
elghty fromwaistto heel, she must
have presented a somewhatpeculiar
appearance. The archaeologistwill
remember that the great idol of
Jeddah in the days of the Arab stone
worship was a “long rock”.

And now let us set out with the
caravan, on its desert march of twenty
hours between veddah and Mecca.
There is danger on the road, from



lurking Bedouins and, by order of
government, pilgrims must_journey in
parties. Striking (s the appearance of
these caravans as they thread their
slowway over “The golden desert
glittering through; The subtle veil of -
beams,” asthe poet o fth& ”chLLm leaves’
has tt. The sky isterrible in its
b[/md/mg b&a,m‘ﬂ and pitiless
splendors, while the stmoom, orwmd,
of the wild, caresses the cheek with the
Sflaming breath of a lion. The filmy
spray of sand, and the wpsa&théngg‘,
the atmosphere, the heat-reek and the
dancing of the alr upon the baked
surface of the bright yellow soil,



blendingwith the dazzling blue
above, invests the horizon with a broad
band of deep dark green, and blurs -
the gaunt figures of the camels, which
at a distance resemble troops of
Glgantic birds. There areevidently
elghtdegrees g pLLgTLms The lowest
walk propped with heavy staves; these
are coffee-makers, sherbet-sellers,
and, tobacconists vending their good.s,
Negroes_from far Africa, anl country
Jolk driving flocks of sheep and goats
with tnfinite clamorand,
3cstwu,Latwn, here a shricking woman
ora lost child; there some moaning
wretch ready todie, but yearningto



breathe out his life in the sacred leiy. |
Then come the humble riders of laden
camels, mules, and asses, whichthe
Bedouin, who clings monkey-liketo
the haivy hump of his animal,
despises, saying, *honourable tothe
rider (s the riding of the horse; But the
mule is a dishonowr, and the d,onkz:y a
d,asgrcwc 4 : .
Respectable men mount
dromedaries or blod camelss, known by
thelr small size, their fine limbs, and
theirlarge, deer-Like eyes. The.
saddles have huge crimson sheep-
skins between tall metal pommels
and these are girted over fine saddle-



bags, whose long tassels of bright
worsted hang almost to the ground.
rrreqular soldiers mount
picturesquely equipped “screws’.
Here and, there rides some old Arab
Shaykh, preceded by his valets
performing awar-dance, compared,
with which the bear's performance is
grace feself Sftring thelr duck-guns in
the alr or blowing powder into the
naked legs of those before them,
brandishing their swords, leaping
Sranticallywith bright-coloured rags
ﬂoatb’ng inthe wind, and, tossing high
theirlong spears tufted with ostrich-
feathers. women, children and,



invalids of the poorer classes sit upon
rags or carpets spread, overthe larger
boxes that form the camel's load; those
a little better off use a short cot
Jastened, cross-wise(shibriya), and,
the richerrider inpairs, using
panniers covered with an
awning (shugduf), and made to |
resemble a miniature green tent, that
sways and, tosses upon the animals
back. grandiees use gorgeously
painted Litters (takhtrawn), borne
between camels ormules with scarlet
and brass trappings, and they are
accompanied by led horses. The
vehicle regulates the pilgrims’



expenscs, whichmay vary from five
pounds to as many thousands, and, -
the pauper must liveonalms.
It is a haggard, land, this-a land
of wild beasts and wildermen-a
reglon whose very_fountains murmur
the warning wards “Drink and away’,
instead, of “Rest and be thankful’. #
sandy valley, in which the beasts sink
to the fetlock, threads the peaky hills
behind veddah. About half-wayisa
mass of reed huts and, leaf-thatched
hovels, called the bovmdi,ary (EL '
naddah), where caravans halt for
coffee and water: Here all unbelievers
who intend to visit the sheriff or prince



of Mecca at his country quarters in
the Talf mountains must leave the
direct road, lest their glances pollute
the shrine. And here 1 may observe
that though neither Koran norSutan
enjoin the death. of dew or Christian
intruding within the columns that
note the sanctuary Limits, nathb’ng- |
could save a European detected by the
populace, or one who after pilgrimage
declared himself an unbeliever. The
Turkish and Arab authorities would,
do their best and, fail. 1 mention this
the more particularly as my Jriend,
the learned or. wilson, of Bombay,
once proposed, to attempt the sacred,



clty in English garb-he would have .~
been shot by the first Bedowin that met
him. another friend informs me that in
1860 a Jew, who refused to repeat the
Moslem ofaad,( was crucified by the
bigoted and turbulent Meccans.

After the boundary’, we enter
upon the Meccan plateaw, which s
now hard with gravelly clay, then
covered with sand-heaps. And here1
may observe that the pdpwlur idea of
the desert being a “sandy sea’, dotted,
with oases like islands, is rarely
realized by the traveler. Thewilds of
Arabia and Africa are mostly plains of
rock and of a hard clayey earth, which



wants only water to become
luxuriantly fertile. owr final riseis
by a long Sflight of rough and broken
stone steps, dangerous to the animals

forwhose convenience they were made;
it is a comparatively modern
construction, ascribed to one of the ill-

Sated Barmedcides. The pilgrimswho
try to arrive about midmight, pitch
their tents on a plain ortable-land
outside the city, and with loud cries of
“Here am Il bmpatiently awalit the
dawn. Many are the thanks to Allah,
and mutual congratulations that
their eyes are about to rest upon the
edifice towers which every



Mohammedan from his earliest days
turns in prayer, and which long
before the birth of christianity was
revered, by the patriarchs of the East.
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