The Relationship of the Four Watchtowers to the Elements and Directions.

Prefatio

The question of how the Keys are attributed to the Tables has been brought up on this forum, and while trying to formulate an response I realized that any reckoning of this problem is dependent on understanding the relationship of the Tables to the Directions and the Elements.  This paper sets out to explore relationships are set out in Dee and Kelly's Angelic Conferences and what may reasonably be deduced therefrom.  The interested student is advised to read pp. 168-189, 228-229, 355-356 and in the second pagination pp. 15-16 (1) in A TRUE & FAITHFUL RELATION OF WHAT PASSED FOR MANY YEERS BETWEEN DR. DEE AND SOME SPIRITS (2), before proceeding, in order to fully understand the arguments that follow.

The Characters and the 4 Watchtowers.

     The initial attribution of elemental values to the Tables is derived from the assignment of the Seals of Characters to the corners of the Great Table in the Angelic Conference of Monday June 25, 1584, and from which the 4 Tables themselves, in due course (3) derive.  This designation may also, to a certain degree, be derived from the attribution of the various Tables to the directions of the compass, and to the colors.  But as the relationship between the directions and any particular Table varies, let us 1st examine the attribution derived from the 4 characters.


In this text 4 characters are assigned to the 4 corners of what will eventually be identified as the Great Table:

Of the 4/T it is said to be of "a dim dunnish of sky colour" (but also of the + that is the character that follows,)  "sky colour" = Air.

Of the + or "Alphabet Cross" it is said, "The earth . . . . is figured by a cross," earth = Earth.

The b/6/4/b cross is attributed only to the 4X8 table in Liber Mysteriorum Tertius, and is thus somewhat by default here attributed to Water.

The final character is described as "a little smoke, as big as a pin's head," smoke = fire.

These characters were assigned to the individual Tables, the reception of which follows directly afterward.  And it is from this assignment, in conjunction with other factors, that is, I believe, the source of the traditional attribution of the individual Watchtowers or Tables to the Elements.  This justification is in and of itself, not particularly strong.  But other factors, as will be seen in the course of this argument, mitigate in its favor.  The assignment of a given element to a particular Table is nowhere, in the extant MSS., explicitly stated.  

An Order of the Elements.

In Dee's notation in Liber Scientia et Victorian Terrestris
the individual Tables are given reference letters according to the letter in the upper left most corner.The Tables, though not received in this order, were assigned an ordinal position in the scheme as follows:

