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THE HIDDEN CHURCE OF THE ILLUMINATI
_by_
Richard, Duc de Palative

The present Grand Hierophant of The
Orvder of the Plerema, himself ap Initiate
of many of the Assemblies of Adepts, can
truthfully claim to be in divect succession
from the earliest known Mysteries of Light.
It can be established beyond the shadow of
deubt that Richard, Duc de Palatine is the
successor of the Ancient Mystery Schools,
as we shall show. Theve is no need for us
to fabricate any form of secret histery in
ovder to induce people to join the Plersoma.
Opne has only teo study the long line of
Assemblies which have existed and pevrpetu-
ated the Gnosis from the last days of
Atlantis before it was submerged by the
waters in 9564 B.C.

History shows that there wevre two
streams of the Wisdem Tradition deriving
from Atlantis; the first migrating to
Central Asia and then into India and the
Chaldean Mysteries, the second from Atlan-
tis to Egypt (Mystevries of Isis and
Osivis) and then tp Greece (Mysteries of
Eleusis); then into Asia Miner (Mystevries
of Attis and Adenis) which were blended
with the Mysteries of Mithra and +the
Essenes. In B.C. I20 to 70 Christ came +to
establish the 'Mysteries of Jesus' which
were a blend of all the earlier Mystevies.
The successors of Christ weve the Gnestics
and the Essenes (Dead Sea Scrolls). From
them came the Cathelic Church which des—
treyed outwardly the Gnostic Mpvement in
the 3rd Century. ’
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The main elements then mevrged inte
the Manichaeans of North Africa and Luxev
of Bgypt. The Tradition then meved to
Italy undevr the guise ¢f the Paulicians
and Cathari; theveafter it showed itself
in the Ovders of Chivalry and then in The
Templars. After the Templars wevre out-
wardly destroyed, the Tradition veappeared
in The Fratves Lucis, ov 'Brothers of the
Light,' in Italy in I498; then it showed
itself in the Rese Crsss in the I4th
Century. Again, in the I18th Century, came
The Unknown Philosophers, Freemasonry and
Luxor ip Amevrica, and then The Bavarian
Illuminati which embeodied the wvarious
illuminised Rose Cross Ordevrs, Alchemists
and Masons. This same Ovder passed into
England undevr I1ll. Bro. John Yarkevr Jr.,
and finally, in I96I, it became The
Brptherhood and Ovder of The Plerpma.

Inte this unbreken line of succession
from the Mysteries in the pevrson of
Richard, Duc de Palatine was blended the
Appstolic Catholic Succession from the
Gnostic Fathers. This means that all the
lines of power and authgrity from the
Mystevries of Antiquity new mevrge in the
person of the present Grand Hievophant of
the Plevoma, meaning that the autherity
is not vested ip a group of peeple, but
in a single individual - namely, Richard,
Duc de Palatine.

In all the Mysteries, both ancient
and modevrn, the central theme of the
teachings was the same -~ the Divine Natuve
of Man. This central fact has neverv
changed from one century to the next.
Althpugh the names and legends have been
changed, the main theme has always been
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the same, and unless an ovganisatien
embedies this Central Dectrine, we know
+that it is not in line with the Esoteric
Tradition of the Ages.

OGTLINE OF OUR DOCTRINE

When the Gnostic Teachings werve
suppressed by the Christian Churches @f
the Fast and West, the Hievophants went
undevrground and continued t6 give teaching
and instructioen te these whg wevre proved
wovrthy of veceiving the same. After the
3rd Century, the Pagan Mysteries wers
practically abolished by the Christian
Fmpevovrs of the Bast and the Popes of the
West. The Gnostics, who were the survivers
of the Hiergophants, divided themsslves
into three classes varying in professien
and techmique, and these classes survive
to this day.

The Three Divisions eof the Cnovstic
Mysteries were: 'The Sacevrdetal', which
told of the drama of the Immortal Soul in
The Valley of Death wheve it entevrs a
tempprary trance-death. The second was
'The Military or Chivalric Orders! which
followed the drama of the murdered god,
which te them symbolised the Immortal
Soul of Man. These twp Orders were sup-
pressed by the Christian Empevrscrs of
Rome, but continued their existence undev
the guise of 'Streolling Priests.' They
became prominent during the Crusades and
then as The Knights Templars. The basic
doctrine of all these was Gnostic Christ-
ianity.

Wo come pow to the third class, that
of 'The Artisan.' They learned to 'clpse
the lips,' and, as Avt was vital to the
Church, they weve protected. From them
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came the body of masons wha were guilds

of wevrkmern whe wandeved over ‘the face of
medieval Burope and who weve the descend-
ents of the Dionysiac Avtificers. In Rome
they appeared as the Roman Collegia and,
at the Fall of Rome, some moved to Arabia
whilst another section moved intio Lombardy
and thence into France. They also mpved
into India, China and Babylon by the way
of <ld Egypt and Palestine.

The Secret Schools; that is to say,
+he Inner Schools beyond the public
Mysteries of Greece, BEgypt and Rome, wervre
neithevr fraternal »nor peolitical, nar werve
their ideals the same as {those of medern
Masonvry ot Rosicrucianism. They werve
essentially philosophical and veligious
institutions. Those whe were admitted to
the Secrtret Schools were consecrated to
+he service of The Hidden Church of The
Illuminati.

The Discipline used in The Hidden
Church was called 'The Arcane Discipline!
and it was ipn definite practice in the
Christian Church between the Ist and 4th
Centuries. Those who followed it weve
known as the Arcame ar Gnpstic Christians
and they kept their doctrines secret and
taught the exptevric dectrines aleng the
same lines as the Ancient Mysteries. We
know from the writings of many of the
christian Fathevrs that this system was
@ivided into grades, and these were known
as: 'Catecomonois' ov learnevrs, 'Pistei!
or faithfull, 'Photozomenei', Illumined ov
Baptised, 'Menuemenoi' or Initiated, and
'Teleipumenpi' ovr Pevfécted.

Within the Gnestic Avcanum this three-
fold division was kept alive until the I6th
-8 -

Century when the Chivalric, Masonic and
Sacerdeotal were sepavated. Within the
Arcane Church we have the division of

3 x 3 =09, the name being the Perfected
Man. These three wevre shown as the inner
division, symbelised by baptism, eommunion
and censecration by chrism. This divisign
hag been carvrried on into +the Pleroma as
putification, illumipation, and then per-
fectien. The second division is comprised
of the Deacon, Priest and Bishep; they ave
shown in the esoteric pevrtion of the
Gnostic Church as meaning that every
Initiate passes through these three stages,
but when ‘the Gneostics weve finally sup-
pressed, the Catholic Church vreserved
these three offices for their clergy.
Finally, we have the third divisieon as

the Menks, Membevrs and Catechumens, and
they represent the exvteric division of
the Church.

We must also remembevr that the Druids
had this 3 x 3 = 9 division in their own
system, and when they wevre destroyed they
veappeared as the Culdees and had vrites
which resembled the Pagan Mysteries. In
the sg-called ‘Apostolic Censtitutions!
the Church is compared to a ship, the
minister or bishop is the captain, the
deacons become the mariners, and the con-
gregation ave the passengers. This is alsp
shown in the Egyptian, Grecian, Chaldean,
Ionic, Gnostic, Druidic and Grail Mystev-
ies. They all vefer to the age-pld three
divisions within the Hidden Church.

In the 'Stromata' of Clemens Alex-
andrinus, the organisation of the Avcane
Church is- shown as 'Degrees of Glery in
Heaven cgrrespending with the dignities
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.71 (4



of the Church below.' Meaning that the

3 x 3 =9 system vrefers to the invisible
anatomy of man ~ the Immovrtal Spirit, the
Divibne Spul and the Human Seoul. Fach
aspect is made up of three vestures ov
Robes of Glory. These three sets of three
Rebes of Glory make up the whele man,
which was also shown as the number Nine.
Dionysius the Avreopagite states tthat the
divisions weve based upon the heavenly
and ecclesiastical hierarchies.

In the Catholic Gnestic Mass this
threefold division is called upen in the
Preface: Sevraphim, Cherubim and Threnses
which comprise the powers of the Secret
Hidden Chuvrch; then we have the Domibions,
Virtues and Powers making up the Esoteric
Church, and then Principalities, Avch-
angels and Angels making up the Exetervic
Church. In these, one will see that the
+three sets of three vepresent the powsrs
inhevent within the three aspects ©of man.

It is obvious that we can only skirt
+he exeteric and esotevric histeries of the
Hidden Church, but we will endeavour te
give some hints for the reader to centinue
his pwn investigations. If theve avre any
of our readers who ave Masons, let them
take neote: Tha Speculative Masenry which
came into being in ITIT is based upon
spurieus ceonstitutions, and they have
changed the Legend from the Drama of the
Christos to that of Hivam Abiff. By so
doing, they have destroyed the last
vestige ©f connectien with the ancient
CGnostics and the Mysteries.

The fivst three degrees which consti-
+ute the Craft ovr Blue Lodges should con-
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stitute the outer er Exetevric aspect of
+the Hidden Church. Then we have the 4th
to the I8th degrees which censtitute the
Esetevric Chuvrch, and then from the 28th
to the 33rd degrees you have the Hidden
Church. The werd 'Leodge' has the same
meaning as 'Church' evr 'Ecclesia,! thevre-
fere, up to IT7I7, the Opevrative Masens
weve alse divided inte three classes
patterned upon the divisions ef the
Mysteries.

Now it is ebvieus that there is a
definite connectien between the Pleroma
and the Goestic Mystery System, ¢ther-
wise how ceuld it be pessible for ths
Plerema to have direct connectiens with
the Gnostics?

One of the most sacred and clesely
guarded secvrets contained within the
Mysteries and their successers was the
Knpwledge of ‘the Hidden Chuvrch which we
knsw as The Invisible Empive of Light
(Trans-Himalayan Brothevhood) and the
metheds whevreby an advanced Initiate
could gain admittance to the Fmpive. But
although many seek the Path which leads
te the Empire, very few are chosen,
because very few are prepared to undergo
the supetrhuman tests of ceurage and
fortitude. These tests are not symhol-
ical as given in the Speculative Masenry
of today, but they are, as they were in
olden days, actual tests. Of the hundreds
who wait at the deers fer admissien, very
few realise their ebjective.

. Before we can centinue with our
discussion we must try te trace the line
eof descent from the Mysteries to the

- IT -
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present day Order of the Plevoma. The
Kabbalists owe their system to Esdras, and
it was carried on to the time of {he Roman
occupation of Jerusalem. Phile states,

"The Law of Moses is like a living creature
whose body is the literal sense, but the
soul is the meove inward and hidden meaning,
covered undevr the sense of the letter.”
They claim that the Kabbala is divided inte
tthree veils,' indicating the Exoteric, the
EFsoteric and the Hidden Church, ov the
Vestibule, the Hely Place and the Sanctum
Sanctorum. These three are again divided
inte 3 x 3 = 9, and the One - the Ain Soph
Auv, tthe Supreme Mystery. So we have The
Chaldean Beek of Numbers and Nevrcaba, The
Sepher Zepivah and then the Mishna and
Gemera. Those books can be read three ways
accovrding to the ability ef the student.
They had their own passwevds, sigps and
countersigns somewhat similar te the
present Masonic Reyal Arch Degree. From
+hem came the Essenes. But it must be
vemembered that Meses er Meishe received
his wisdom from that of the Fgyptians
blended with the Chaldeans @f India..

The Essenes were a branch of the
Assideans and the Chasidim and weve the
Hievophants of the BEgyptian Mysteries when
Ahmasis ruined the sacred Temples, and
+hey sought protectien within the Temple
Ovder at Bastva. Their hidden vecovrds state
that Jeshu ben Pandiva (Jesus), a nephew of
_ Queen Saleme (the widow of Alexandrinus or
Alexander Jannuai II, King of Judaea), went
+o Bgypt and became a Hievophant and then
veturned to the Fssenes and preclaimed the
Mystevries. He was stoned te death and hung
on a2 tree at Lydia aboul the year TI B.C.
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as indicated in the Gemara. These Essemes
wetre called the Jewish Gnostics, but this
is pot strictly cervect as they weve
influenced by Adenis in Syvia, Sevapis in
Egypt, Dienysius and Bacchus in Greece,
and also by the Mystevies of Mithra. It is
logical, thevefore, te state that Jesus
tried to blend all these systems inte what
is knewn as the Mystevries of Jesus. Theve
is also evidence that when the Essene
Church faded in about 300 A.D., beginning
with the destruction of Jevrusalem by Titus
in 78 A.D., the Catholic Church came inte
being. We leave the inference o the
reader te werk outl

There is alse evidence t» show that
the Essenes weve but a branch of a yet
widetr movement divected by a group of
powerful Adepts. Linked to them we alse
find the Thevapeutae of Egypt whe ,
fleurished at Alexandria, the veal bivrth-
place of Christian Gnosticism. Then we
have the Nazavrenes, sometimes called
Sabeans, the followers ef Sabius whe lived
on the shovres of Galilee. The Ebienites,
whom Jeveme called the genuine primitive
Christians, were linked to the Nazarvenes
in a common bond, and we find that Paul,
Joseph, Samson and Samuel all claimed 1o
be Nazars. From them came the founders ef
the Christian form of The Avrcane Disci-
pline which bad surviwved publicly until
the end of the 4th Century and then faded
from public knowledge to re-emerge in
later centuries undevr different names and
guises.

Secvret history states that Jeshu ben
Pandira (Jesus) founded the 'Mysteries of
Jesus' in T4 B.C. and, after his death in

- I3 -
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71 B.C., the Mysteries remained secret
until 46 A.D. whep Paul of Tarsus became
‘the Grand Hievophant. Thervre are many
statements made by him which link him to
+the Hidden Church. In fact, his 'Illumina-
+ion' and the qualifications demanded fer
this power are identical o these taught
in the Pleroma. From Paul came the Christ-
ian Gnostics themselves, and this evidenced
by the statements of Mavcion I36 A.D., and
Prodicus, 120 A.D. He was followed by
Valentinus and Basilides about I30 A.D.
Then theve wevre Simon Magus, Menander,
Cerinthus and Dosethius, and after them

came Saturninus of Antioch.

If ope will vead 'Pistis S»phia' in

" the three layers of meaning, one will find
the exateric, the essateric and The Arcane
Discipline clearly shown. Later we find

. Clement of Alexandria, a pupil of Ammonius
Saccas, himself an Initiate of the Mysteries
- of Sevrapis and Isis. He transmitted his
Gnesis te Ovrigen, and it was he who
attempted to blend the Jewish and the
Bgyptian into one.

The Ophites wevre a Goostic Fraternity
in Egypt. Theivr conception of Jesus was
+that he allowed the Immeortal Spirit te
descend into the Christes, whe in furn
descended inte Jesus the Man. Thus Jesus
became the Ged-Man in the flesh. This
teaching is again identical te that of the
Pleroma. The Christos is the Ftevrnal
Pilgrim, and was always shown as being
overshadowed by a Living Setvpent with three
heads, the three-fold natuvre of the Seul,
and they also celaimed that the Good Sevrpent
(Soul) descends to earth.

The Gnestics alse drew heavily upen
- I4 -
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the College of Rabbis at Babylen who alse
held to the 3 x 3 = 9 system. The College
was founded at Babylon after the destruc-
+ion of Israel. Samuel was the chief of a
College at Ramah; Flisha at Jeriche, and
Hillel had a vegular dual school and
became a feunder of the Sect of Pharisees;
hence we kveow the reason for the latter
putting Jesus to death, being as he was a
Hievophant of the hated Fgyptian Mysteries.
Then we have the Carpocratiens of Alexand-
via whose founder was a divect descendent
ovr disciple of Jeshu ben Pandira, and who
claimed that Jeshu derived the Mystervies
of his vreligion from the Temple of Isis in
Egypt. They alse had their grips, signs
and werds, symbols and degrees, and used
the 3 x 3 = 9 system of Initiatien.

Bardesanes was born at Fdessa and
taught a Gnostic system composed of Indian,
Chaldean and Fgyptian Mystevry Teachings.

He alse folleowed the earlievr Gnostic sects
in their degrees and initiatory system.
From him, perhaps indivectly, came Mani of
Persia who became a Gnostic and whoe devived
his teachings frem Buddhist, Brahmin and
Egyptian souvrces. He also had three gradeés
made up of 3 x 3 = 9, and this Gnestic sect
in common with the others had secret initi-
atiens and forms of recognitisn. In fact,
the present three Masenic Initiations
possess the same grips and signs as the
Mapichaeans, such as 'signa, oris, mapum

et fipus,' or a werd, a grip, and ef the
breast.

S0 the contest between Catholic
Christianity and Gnostic Christianity can
be vesnlved inteo this: The histervrical JesugJ

\the Christ of the Church; and the second,

the ancient Chrestos of the Cult of Sevapis.
- I5 -
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with a spiritual Christes te be develpped
within the Soul of each Perfected Gnestic.
So we find that the Roman Sectien follewed
the views of Peter (?) and the Jewish
Gnestics. The Gnestios, in eppositien 1o

The Church, followed the teachings eof Paul,
Origen and the British Culdees. It was ,_

entively due te the lack ef The Arcane
Discipline that a conflict ensued betwsen
the two epposing ideas, resulting in the
Mythos being taken as literal history by
one, and the same Mythes being intevrpreted
spivitually by the other. It was, however,
the Church which won in the end, combining

the two aspects and teaching both exoteric-

ally.

With the collapse of the State Mystevry

Systems, the Hidden Schoels still contin-
ued in close secrecy until the time of
Jeshu ben Pandivra whe, in order to perpet-
uate the Hidden Wisdem ovr the Gnosis,
founded his own Mysteries. Then came the
great Gnostic Doctors who gave to his
Church a practical philosophy. They too
drew upon all the existing Mystevry Reli-
gions; as St. Augustine states: "What is
nowadays called the Christian vreligien was
in existence among ancient peeple, and has
continually existed frem the very origin
of the human vrace ..." When the Church
destroyed the great Gnostic Movement and
the last public sect, that of the Mani-
chasans, the Chuvrch ‘took ever and claimed
+that Christianity stemmed from the life

and death of an unknown (to secular history)

Jesus of Nazareth.

In the 6th Century the Manichaeans:
weve put t0 the sword. Some escaped to
Fuvrope, others gave much to the Sufis and
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the Devrvishes of Islam. In 657, the
Gnostic Manichaeans reappeared as The
Paulicians in Armenia who followed the
teachings of Paul, Marcion and Mani, buf
the Romap Chuvrch instigated their des-
truction by the swerd. They emerged
again as The Cathari in Southern France
whe wevre again exterminated by the Roman
Inquisitieon. They perpetuated in close
secrecy The Avcane Discipline and the
Gnostic teachings. In the 8th Century,
S+. Benedict founded his Ovrder and vre-
tained many of the Gnestic fteachings and
+the Disciplins.

Some of the psrsecuted Gnostios teok
the names of the Buchites, the Bogemils,
‘the Albigenses, and latevr, as the Leoll-
ards, they travelled all ever Furope
seeking those who were spiritually worthy
and continuing secretly to teach The
Avcane Discipline and above all the grand
Mythos of the Soul.

In the 8th Century theve appeared a
Society calling itself The Holy Vehm of
German Westphalia, and then in Spain
thevre appeared a Seociety designated The
Hermandad. Both of these again folleowed
The Avrcane Discipline and held to the
Gnostic Christos. Then came The Alchemists
whe were originally Gnestics and who
‘taught the Mystic Marriage of the Sun and
Moon, or the Divine Soul and the human
soul of Man.

Sufficient informatieon has been given
to show with proof that up te the 8th
Century Gnosticism survived in various
forms from its inception many hundreds of
years before the beginning of the Christ-
ian eva. It is obvisus that the link

- 17 -
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betwean Masontry and other Secret Ovrders
is to be feound in Gnosticism and The
Avrcane Discipline.

HISTORIC CHRISTIANITY

With vegard to Historic Christianity,
there is evidence ‘o state that this did
ot come inteo its own until about the 4th
Century, and no earlier. We know now that,
whilst The Mystevries of Jesus were known
to have existed between TI B.C. and 46
A.D., very foew individuals knew anybthing
about them. It was only in the 2nd Cent-
ury that Valentinus was ordered to alleow
some portion of the secret vrituals e
fall into the hands of the Jewish Gnestics.
Before he obeyed his ovrders, however, he
stripped the manuscripts of the Keys ‘o
make them innocuous and teo keep inviolate
The Avcane Discipline and vesevrve it for
those who had advanced spivritually ensugh
+to appreciate it. Those who veceived this
document, being carnal men, did not have
the insight to kvow that it was a Mystic
Drama concevning the Christ-Soul and the
human soul (Jesus), and they claimed,
thevefore, that it was the histery of
their god and accepted the exoteric
version and proceeded to take frem the
old veligions those portions which would
give them the foundations of a histerical
man. e

In spite of the delibevrate mistrans-
lations and interpretatiions of the origi-
nal gevspel, theve is still sufficient
within the New Testament to give fto the
discriminating student the teachings of
The Avrcane Discipline and the method
wheveby he or she may effect The Mystic

- 18 -
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Marviage. It is because they do net have
+he Discipline that the Church is failing
every day. This alseo applies te the
present day Masons and the other so-called
Mystic Ovders one finds in the West today.
The vevry fact that they de not follow the
Principles of The Avrcane Discipline shows
with absolute certainty that they are net
+the veal descendants of the Gnostics or
‘the Ancient Mystevies from Atlanitis.

See Ignatius Donnelly: "Atlantis".
PROM THF 8TH TO THF I4TH CENTURY

We have seen that up to the 8th Cent-
ury the Gnestic tradition was still
flourishing in vavious parts of Burgpe and
in the Middle Fast. Theve is sufficient
evidence in extant writings to show that
the Gnostics were the descendants of the
pagan Mystery Schools and they alse rve-
tained The Avcane Discipline. It is intevr-
esting to note that even at this late date,
the various Gneostic sects divided their
doctrines inte three aspects, namely: The
Sacerdotal, The Military and The Avrtisan.
These became the Exnteric, the Esotevric
and the Hidden Church. These three divi-
sions are known today as Masenry, the
Occultists and the Mystics. Unlike the
days of old, these three divisions of the
Mysteries have today become separate and
in many cases antagonistic to one another.

In veality, these divisions ave alseo
divided into 3 x 3 = 9 as we shall show.
Masopry is divided into three main groups
of stages ovr Initiations. The fivst three
are exotevric, the next three are the eso-
teric, and the final three the Hidden
Church, but, as with the Church, these
divisions ave interpreted exoterically.

-I9 -
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When we come to Ococultism we again find
these three showing themselves. Yeu have
the ordinary member making up the outer
or exoteric sectien, then you have the
Inner Schools making up the esoteric, and
the Initiates and Princes of Light making
up the Hidden Church. Again, in Mysticism
-these three are shpwn. You have the
beginner aleng the path of purification,
and then the path of Illuminatien, and
finally the Hidden Church of the Perfected
Ones which is compesed of +the Princes,
Mediators, Messengers and se on.

Plato states that the Perfect Man is
symbolised by ‘the number IO. This means
that the 9 with the Immewtal Spivit, ful-
£illing the Law of Permutation or the
Revolution ©f the Spiritual Self; so we
have the first set of three - the human
soul (three vehicles); then the second -
the Divine Soul (three vehiicles) and
finally the pext three - the Immoutal
Spirit which besocomes One with the Godhead
making up the Perfect Man, or Ten - the
Alpha and Omega of Evolution.

There is still some confusion in the
mipds of modern schelars as to what we
mean by the Sacred Mysteries. The 'Myster—
ies!' wevre called by the Greeks 'Teletai?
ov 'finishings' and this was used in con-
junction with the word 'mou! which meant
'Keeping a closed mouth.,' The Mystervries,
thevefore, wevre observances, ganevally
kept secret from the profane and uniniti-
ated, in which were taught by dramatic
vepresentation and other metheods the
nature of the human Spirit and its rela-
tion to the human soul, and then the
method of its purificatien, illumination
and vestoration te its higher life to

- 20 -
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bedbme the Pevfect Man.

The Teacher in the Mysteries was known
as 'The Hievpphant' or 'The 01d Man.' He
represented te the Candidate his Divinpe
Soul, and was veiled to symbolise that the
Seul is always veiled to the uninitiated
and unpurified. The only part of the Hiereo-
phant which was allowed to be Been was his
feet, symbolising the human soul ¢f Man, As
the neophyte passed through each Initiation
the Hierophant, by the clever use of
lights, became progressively visible +o the
neophyte. This symbolised the man becoming
movre and more purified iy ovrder o allow
the glory of the Spul to becpme visible to
the human soul. The Hievophant became the
vevealer or 'Patar! of the Mysteries of
Ged in the same manner as the Divine Soul
becomes the vrevealer of the Mysteries to
the human soul of Man.

Plato and many of ‘the other Initiates
state that the Mysteries were highly veli-
gious, moral and beneficent. It was con-
sidered that if the neophyte passed
through the Nine Initiations within the
Schpol he was eligible o become a Member
of the Hidden Church of Illumined Souls.
G. R, S. Mead states: "In short, the
Mysteries wevre in every country a sevries
of dramatic perfprmances in which the
mysteries of cosmogony and nature in
general weve personified by +the priests,
and neephytes who enacted the parts of the
variopus gods and goddesses, vepeating
supposed scenes (allegories) from theirv
respective lives. These were explained in
their hidden meaning to the candidates fov
Initiation and incorporated into philo-
sophical dectrines.” This is, in fact, the
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exoteric teachings ¢f The Avcane Discipline.

The Roman Church, having borrowed all
their vites and dogmas from the Pagan Mys-
téries, shows this connection with +the
Mystevries in the consecration of a Cardinal.
The candidate is commanded to "keep his
eyes and mouth shut on his consecvation."
This was also the injunction given to the
Mystae ov fivrst grade Initiate. The Masonic
System also has the same injunotion, but
pot the mpdern Rosicrucian Systems. The
drawing of the Tight hand across the throat
indicates that they have to keep theirvr
mouth closed at all tiimes concerning their
supposed Mysteries. The Mystae was blind-
folded, slip-sheod and had a :cable—tow put
vound his neck when he took his Initiation.
The vest ©f the Obligation can be found in
the ancient Schoels, but again it is
missing from the present-day Resicrucian
Systems. We feel at liberty to divulge
tthese details as they have already been
exppsed many times ever the last twe cent-
uries and, Masonically speaking, may be
found by anyone with the price of the
necessary book!

Christian Gnosticism grew out of the
teachings of Jeshu ben Pandira (Jesus),
who was himself a Hierophant of the Myster-
ies of Isis and Osiris at Sais in Fgypt, se
it is logical to agssume, in spite of the
lack of substantiating evidence, that Jeshu
and: the Gnestics faithfully carried on the
Pradition intact. It would seem that Jeshu
was the vital link between the Mystervries
and the later Gnostics, just as Gnesticism
is the vital link between the Ovrders eof
Labour, Quest, Military and Masonic Ovdevs.
We must now pose this question: If the
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Masons and Resicrucians ave the direct
descendents of the Gnostics, why is it
that they have failed to carry on The
Avrcane Discipline and the Legand of the
Christos? ' -

Just as the Hievophant was the sple
expounder of ‘the esotevric secrets and
doctrines, He would naturally sit in the
Fast. It was alsp forbidden to pronounce
His name before uninitiated persons.
Therefore, an Initiate was one who had
been received into the esoteric secrets:
and had had revealed to him the Mysteries
©f the Immortal Spivit. We find that the
word 'Initiation' comes firom the Latin
'initia' which means 'the basic or first
principles of a science.' The original
initiatory system was abolished with the
fall of the last of the public Mystervies
at Arles in France in the Tth Century.
The only kind of Initiation now known to
the public is merely a type of initiatien,
but these are definitely not the real
Initiations.

In brief, the Mysteries represented
the passage of the Soul from a higher
life into mortal life, and then from
mortal life into finite death, and the
varied experiences of the disembodied
Soul in the world of subjectivity. In
this day, the secrets of Initiation have
been lost except within the Hidden
Assemblies of Adepts in Fureppe, America
and the Fast, and here we are not refer-
ving to the Masonic, Rosicrucian ov any
other fancy-named grder ov orders. The
latter ask theivr candidates to pass
through sundry meaningless cevemgnies to
be initiated into a self-concocted selar
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legend, be it that of Hiram Abiff or
Christian Rpsenkreutz.

In ovder te show clearly that Jesus
and Paul weve, as is shown in Christian
Writ, Initiates of the Pagan Mysteries,
the word 'Innocents! was a nickname given
to the Initiates of a system before the
Christian eva. Jeshu vrefers to the
'Innocentst!, and we find that the Inno-
cents of Lydia weve put to death by
Alexander Jannuai, to0 the number of
several thousands, about I00 B.C. This
historical fact gave rise to the legend
of the 40,000 innpcent babes murdered by
Herod while seavrching for the infant
Jesus. The former is a little-known
historical fact wheveas the second story
is a fable, as Hereod was dead four years
before the suppesed bivrth of Jesus.

The Alchemists came inte existence
long before Christianity, and we find that
most of them wevre Gnostics whe formed
+themselves inte Secret Brotherhoods begin-
ning with Empevrer Julian. We also find
that thevre appeared a long line of Gnosto-
Alchemists such as Cedrinus, 49I; then
Zosimos the Panopilite, Morienus, the
Calid, the son of Gized the Second, Sultan
of Bgypt about 725. Geber came about 730;
then came Avicenna about 980. From this
time they migrated to Spain and Garmany.
Then we have Gerhard of Cremona, II30;
Avrpold of Villangva, 1240; Reger Bacen,
12I5; Albertus Magous, I270; Raymond Lully,
1320, and many others. This branch became
merged into The Order of The Rese Cross
and The Knights Templarvrs.

The Ovder of The Temple was fprmed in
II1I8 and also vetained the 3 x 3 = 9 system
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of discipline uptil I3I3 when they wevre
shamefully destreyed. After this the
vemainder of the High Knights went under-
ground and continued their work. Ip 1498,
a group of Ipitiates met in the City of
Flovence to form The Fratres Lucis. They
vestored The Avcane Discipline and
remained in secret in spite of the Chuvrch's
attempt to destroy them. Theve is a sus-
picion that Dante was one of their number.
They jeined with the Alchemists and the
+he Rose Cross Orvrders.

These wevre followed by the founding
of The Quest of The San Grael in England,
France and Germany to which cevrtain of the
Templar and Gnostic traditions wervre
blended, as well as that of the Culdees of
En gland..

Many of the survivors of the Albigenses
reappeared among ths Troubadours pr strell-
ing-players and they alse carried en the
3 x 3 =9 system and The Avrcane Discipline.

Io III5 thevre appeared at Ceolegne a
spciety called The Magical Union; theirv
allegovry was the Rose and the Cross. They
also used the 3 x 3 = 9 system, and their
doctrines wevre based upon the Christes Myth
of Gonosticism. In I282 thevre appeared
another compact school which was the first
to use the wprd 'Macon' which was later
corrupted inteo 'Masonry.! John Tauler, a
Dominican monk, established a society
embedying the Rose and the Cress in the
early part of the I4th Century. The membervrs
recognised each other by secret grips and
also followad The Avrcane Discipline. In the
same yeav there appeared another seciety
called The Fraternitas Resae Crucis, and
then in I378, Christian Rosenkreutz founded
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The Brotherhoed of The Rose Cross, There
is evidence to show that Paracelsus was
also a member of the Rose Crouss, and
became the Monmarch of The Rosicrucian
Society.

At Lubeck abeut I485 theve existed a
Guild of Compass Brothers. In I480 theve
existed a School in Rome called The
Platonic Academy; its objects were the
revival of the Platonic and Gnostic teach-
ings. In the same year The Brotherhoed of
The Trowel existed at Florence, and this
continued until the I8%th Century. The
above societies taught the Gnosis under
the guise of the Rose and the Cross and
embodied The Avcane Discipline. In the
I16th Century, Cornelius Agrippa established
in Paris and elsewhere a secret body known
as The Theosophical Society, and he also
formed a branch ip London in I5I0. In I498
thevre was a Rose Cross Society called The
Fratevrnitatus Resarii at Selswick in Den~
mavk which was connected with The Avrcane
Discipline. A Society called The Militia
Crucifera Evangelica is kpown te have
existed at Lunenburg in IS5TI and taught the
doctrines of the Innevr and Outer Man
symbolised by the Rose and the Cross. In
1570, Michael Maievr stated that The Brethren
of The Wise Men existed in his day, and
+this was later vevived as The Brethren of
The Golden Rosy Cross.

In I6I4 theve appeared the 'Fama' and
'Confessio! of J. V. Andrea, and it is
known that Andrea founded his own society
called The Christian Fraternity. In 1622
‘theve also existed at The Hague a Rosy
Cross Society with branches in many count-
vies in Burope. The questien which the
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veader may be prompted fo ask is: If the
story of Christian Rosenkreutz is ficti-
tious, how is it that There existed Rose
Cross Societies long before Andrea pub-
lished the 'Fama' and 'Confessio?' It is

. obvieus that the modern bodies styled

3

'Rosicrucian' have nothing to do with
the original Rose Cross bodies, -since
they lack the 3 x 3 = 9 system and The
Avrcane Discipline.

We have neow come to the beginning of
the I7th Century, and we must leave this
section and vevert o the beginnings of
the Culdees in England.

‘There is no clear evidence that
Masonry existed by I7IT7, but we know that
before this date there existed The Arcane
Colleges which combined the {three-fold -
division of activity. Civca 46 - 52 A.D.,
there existed a College of Roman Artisans
at Chichester, England, which had origin-
ated at Rome and Alexandria. When the
Romans -left Bngland, the members of the
College broke up and migrated to various
towns and formed the Guilds devoted to
the work of building, and from them came
what was to be known as the Guilds of
Opevative Masons. At the same time, we
know that the three Avrchdruids became
Archbishops, and the Chief Druids became
Bishops. This was done upon the accept-
ance of Christianity by King Lucius in
I55 A.D. These bishops, monks and priests
of the Christian Britons became known as
the Culdees, 'The Servants of God,' and
they carried The Arcane Discipline with
them and embodied it within the framework
of Celtic Christianity. They were consid-
ered by Rome to be hevretical, of course.
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Their principle Colleges wevre at Yorvk,
and they spread their teachings to Bath
and as far as Hadrian's Wall, but they
were not 'Masonic'! as we undevrstand the
term. They weve known as 'The Arcane
College', with the Artisans as an
integral pavrt of the Discipline.

It was from FEngland in 589 that
Columban went to Burgundy and established
The Arcane Colleges in France and Germany.
Furopean so—-called Masonry is devived from
+these Culdees of FPrance. Prior to the S5th
Century, the ceonstruction of their
churches was after the model of the
ancient Egyptian temples which weve
divided into three seotions corresponding
to the exoteric, the esotevic doctrinmes,
apd the Hidden Church. In 524, Avrthur, sep
of Uther Pendragon, defeated the Saxons
and then called a Council at York. Arthur
was a Romanised Briton, and founded the
Legond of The San Grael embodying the
Druidic and Culdee doctrines blended with
The Avcane Discipline from the Roman
College at Chichester.

The Holy Grail is the Soul of Man,
inhevritor and guardian of the Divine
Spark within whevrein dwells an ever-
shining and vital mivrroving of the Divine
Soul-Life. This legend, although essen-
tially Christian in its ovigin, contains
many of the most abstruse deoctrines drawn
from the Gnostic Mysteries. Joseph of
Avimathea represents the state of man
befere the Fall. The Cycle of Merlin and
Avthur is the exwbteric cycle, the Cycle
of Gawain and Lancelot vepresents the
esoteric, and Percival and Galahad repre-
sent the Hidden Church. In this, the Soul
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becomes the abiding place of the Divine
Prosence. The Castle of the Grail is the
human temple of the Holy Spivit threugh
the Soul, and, in the Gnostic Mass of
+he Holy Grail, the Celebrant is the
Soul itself, 'a priest for ever after
the Ovrder of Melchisedek.'

With conquest of England and the
Teutonic nations, the Avrcane Colleges
bocame exhinct in so far as the Military
and Sacerdetal sections weve concerned.
These two sections began to fade from
public knowledge and remained in exist-
ence under a veil of the closest
secrecy, but the Artisans vemained in
theiv Guilds using their own discipline
and lapdmavrks with theivr main head~
quarters at York. At the same time the
Roman Collegia was forced to close and
fled to Lake Como where it became known
as The Magistri Comacenes who hirvred
themselves out to the Lombards. They
also migrated te England, France and
Germany, and carvied with them the
ancient vrules of their craft.

In 597 Augustine came to England
and Romanised the Celtic Culdee Church
and brought with him Roman Masons to
rvebuild the Churches. The main body of
Culdee Craftsmen reformed themselves
into Building Guilds, and while the
Church still needed to build churvrches
and monastevries, these Craftsmen were
protected by the Church, not from choice
but by necessity.

The fact that there have existed
from very ancient times Bands or Colleges
of Buildevrs does not infer that they were
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'Masens.' Even up to ITI7, the Guilds
.wore separate and had their own rituals
and dootrines. It is extraordinary that
in the yeavr when Speculative Masonry was
fully established in England and France,
+he Roman Church declared against them.
Theve seems to be ne attempt to explain
this impovtant fact. Why did the Church
suffer the Building Guilds for so long
and then suddenly change and rule against
them? We say that, fvom the I8th Century,
what is known as 'Masonvy' changed its
purpose and the real Grand Masters with-
dvew from the Guilds and formed 'Secret
Masonry.!

In the I8th Century, the hidden
Adepts of the Mysteries vremained in the
background. They still vetained The
Avcane Discipline and the 3 x 3 = 9
division, and the doctrines were funda-
mentally Gnostic and Culdee. As favr as
the 'Gentlemen Speculative Masons' weve
concerned, the Secret Masons are abso-
lutely unknown. It was due to the vetire-
ment of the Illumined Masters that
Speculative Masons changed the Legend of
the Christes into the Legend of Hiram
Abiff. This act by Andevrson broke off
all connection with the great Gnestic
stream which began in the 4th Century
and faded in the I8th, at least from
public knowledge.

THE I8TH CENTURY TO TODAY

o From the beginning of the 18th
Century all traces of The Avrcane Disci-
pline and the Gnestic Tradition seemed
+to have faded from public knowledge, but
it still remained in Eurepe. It became a
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closely guarded secret among the Adepts of
the Hidden Chuvrch. It was with the with-
drawal of the Mastevr Adepts behind their
veil of silence that theve began to be
formed many spurious and clandestine bodies
with equally spurious histories. Because no
one could lay hold to the Adepts of the
Templars, Rose Cross and Gnostics, these
new prganisations denied their existence.
This opened the way to unscrupulous men

who concected fabulous histories for their
bpdies and passed them off to their unsus-
pecting dupes, and they created spurious
rituals with the outward sign of authent-
icity. Into this mystery-mongering and
spurious ovders stepped the Jesuits of
Paris and Berlin who finalised the creation
of spurious Masonic, Templar and Rose Cress
Orders.

Actually theve is very little real
evidence and information left about +the -
aims, means and doctrines of the varipus
Secret Fraternities. This is due o the
terrible obligation which each brother was
¢bliged to take - The Sedalian Oath -~ that
he would not reveal any of their teachings

‘or aims or the means to© implement their

purpose. There is another vreason why the
public cannet find the meeting places of
the Adepts: because there are nonel The

Illumined Adept has the ability to create
many thought-images of Himself simultan-

-eously on the emotional vregion (astral);

these thought-images are the simulacra

of the Adept's Soul. They are activated by
the consciousness and become perceptible
to the inhabitants on the emptional region.

For fear of persecution by the Roman
and Pretestant Churches, the Adepts could
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not show themselves to theivr pupils, so
when a pupil was vready, the Adept made him-
self known through one of these simulacra
whilst the pupil was out of his bedy during
sleep state. Theve he was taught and
trained, but even when he veturned to the
body he still vremembeved his Oath and
training and kept his lips sealed lest the
slightest indiscretion would bring upon him
+he wrath of the Church. This meant that the
Assemblies were actual in name ¢nly as far
as this physical plane was concevrned, but
were actual in fact in the Inner Realms of
+the Spivit. Hence the vreasons why so little
factual evidence is available to the student.

" This means that you had the genuine
Adepts and the spurious adepts. The histories
from the I8%th Century abound with the machin-
ations of the spurious adepts, and frem them
have come the present bodies styling them-—
selves Templars, Rose Creoss and Hermetic
Orders, including many of the present High-
Grade Masonic Rites. Because they are self-
created ovrdevrs, they avre deveid of any
spivitual connection with the Adepts of the
Hidden Chuvrch. We are fully aware of the sp-
called claims made by the various seocieties
and have patiently sifted thrpugh them. When
we- have vejected the fabulous histories,
what have we left? Simply the vesults of a
group of vevry fertile speculations which,
when placed against the extant souvrces of
knowledge, fact and history, prove them-
selves 1o be worthless and can be ‘thrown
into the dustbin where all tubbish is
nermally disposed of.

The great Buvropean Adept who used the
pom—de-plume of 'The Comte de St. Germain!
inspired the formation of The Alumbrades
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of France and The Mystics of Belgium,
then The Theosophical Illuminati at
Wilhelmsbad which became mevrged with The
Bavarian Illuminati of I776. They werve
the depositaries of The Avcane Discipline
as their vituals show. In IT76 The Ovder
of The Illuminati was formed ip Bavaria
by Adam Weishaupt, and he also was
inspired to vestove The Avcane Discipline
and the 3 x 3 = 9 system of degrees.
Their doctrines were based upon those of
Mani of Persia and the early Gnostics.

The 3 x 3 = 9 system was made up of
the following:

Io, Novice,
20, Minerval, and
3°, Minovr Illumines,

These constituted the exvtevric
section. Then we have:

4°, Major Illuminee,

° . . .
5, Divecting Illuminee - Maseonically
now equal to their own Scottish Knight, an

601 Epot,

These constituted the esoteric
section, and then we have:

7°, Regent,
8°, Mage, and finally,
9°, King Man.

At the death of Weishaupt, Dr. Leo-
pold Engell revived the Order in IB80 and
recruited a membership drawn from the
various Illuminised Maspnic, Templar and
Rose Cross groups.
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Pipnally the Order passed under the
~control of Ill. Bro. John Yarkevr Jr.,
Grand Mastevr of The Antient and Primi-
tive Rite. He 2lsp was an Initiate of
all the known Assemblies of Adepts and
was vecognised as one ©f the leading
authorities on Initiatery Orders. Yarkervr
transmitted the original Ordevr of The
Illumipati to Dr. Herbevrt James Monzani
Heard in I913, who then installed Dr.
Hugh George de Willmott Newman on the
29th Japuary 1945, and then in 1955, Dr.
Newman installed Richard, Duc de Palatine
as the Grand Masber of The Order of The
Illuminati, who did then withdraw the
Order from the Masonic influence and
consequently vrestored The Avrcane Disci-~
pline and the 3 x 3 = 9 system of degrees,
except that the Initiations are now taken
on the innevr levels whilst the neophyte is
out of the bedy during sleep, at least for
the present.

In January I96I, the Grand Hievophant
changed the name of the Order from that of
'Illuminati' into that of the 'Plevroma’,
as it was found that it answered our
purpose far move adequately, one ®f the
reasons being that the original body was
brought forward for the conditions of the
I8th Century, and since we are now in the
20th Century, the conditions are net the
same. Also, since this is the century
whep a Messenger descends frem the Highest
to sound the key-note fer this century,
the o0ld form of precedure would not and
could not meet the mew conditiens. It was
also realised thalt since The Illuminati
had become mixed up with the political
upheavals in the I8th Century due to the
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machinations of the Jesuits, it was
decided te cleanse the Ovrder from all
taint of being a political tool.

Now, you may say that all of this
is very intevresting, but what has it to
do with me and my self-realisation of
+the Divine within me? My friends, the
past is just as important to the present
as the present is to the future. If we
believe in the evolution of the Spirit,
+hen we must know that the past, present
and future is but pne moment ef time in
+the consciousness of the Father of All.

We are told that 'the law of the
Medes and Persians changeth not,' mean-
ing that the laws which govern the Spirit
and Form changeth not. They were the same
yoesterday as they are teoday, and will be
in the future. That which changes is the
form through which the Law operates; the
Law is eternal. By this means, it is
logical to assume that we can verify the
present through the past. If we are to
accept Finsteint's Theovry of the Space-
Time Continuum, then we must vrealise that
Space is the distance between two given
peints, and the Time-sequence the passing
of energy from one point to another with
a continuum of consciousness between the
two points.

Bearing the above in mind, you will
note that about 9564 B.C. when the Island
of Atlantis sunk to the present time, the
enevrgy which caused Atlantis to sink did
not stop with the sinking. It continued

- on from then to the present time. There

is a space through which the enevrgy had
to pass, but it also took time for the
energy to veach us hevre, but there is a
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unity between the Space and the Time
which is called a Continuum,

We know that the Will of Geod is
this Continuum and Its purpose is the
seme today as it was millions of human
years ag¢ when this Favrth became soligd-
ified and man appeared on it. Since God
Himself always obeys Highevr Laws than
ours, we in turn obey His Laws just as
mankind in the future will continue to
pbey the Laws of Being.

The institubion of the Mysteries:
began after the sinking of Atlantis.
There wevre cevtain flexible rules and
procedures instituted by the Adepts who
founded them, for they weve designed to
be perpetuated to the end of the ocou-
pation of this planet by the human vace.
Bearing in mind the Continuum of Ged's
Will, we will see that the vrules and
procedure which were instituted untold
ages ago must also be applicable teday;
notwithstanding the constant changing of
the form from cenbtury to cemtury, the
fundamentals of the Mysteries have
vemained the same.

So in ovder to preve the authen-
ticity of the present forms, we must
trace our steps back to the beginning
+o see whether the substance and the
intention has been cpntinuous in every
century up to the present day. This is
the only means available to unillumined
man whereby he may check the veracity
of the system of teaching he is follow-
ing. Now we must ask ourselves, what ave

+the landmarks which have survived through

the cenmturies in spite of the changing
forms? They are very simple: The imple-
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mentation of the Avcape Discipline is
the fivst landmark to leok fovr. The
second is the 3 x 3 = 9 System of Initi-
atory Degrees; the third being an un-

_broken Line of Grand Mastervrs: from the

founder of the particular system you ave
intevested in. :

Then we must lopk favr the Dectrine
of the Dual Soul of Man and the methed
of attainment through the three stages
of purification, illumination and then

. pevfection. Then you must leok for the

three stages of knowledge or the veils
through which the neophyte has to pass.
They ave the Exoteric, ov outer; the
Esetevric, ovr inmer, and then The Hidden
Church. Then finally, the Grand Hievo-
phant or Master must be in the position
to demenstrate the Powers and Qualities

- of the Soul through Illumination orv

Mediatorship. You-may disceunt any
claims made through a Spiritualist ,
medium ne matter hew high their quality.

Now let us put these examples to
the test: Lét us take the Plerema and
see if it follows the ancient landmarks.
It does teach The Avrcane Discipline and
bas the Initiatory System of 3 x 3 = 9,
which deogrees ave taken by the neophyte
whilst out eof the bedy at night, at
least feor the present. It also has the
three stages, being as they avre the
Brotherhood giving the exoteric know-
ledge, the Ovder teaching the esotevic
principles of illumination, and The
Hermetic Brotherhood of Light, making up
the last three degrees of this section;
and finally you have The Hidden Church
standing behind the outer three.
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We must also check upon the Grand
Hierophant and see if he has an unbroken
line of succession from the founders.
This can be shown: The Power and Author-
ity of the Plervroma is vested in the
pevrson of Richard, Duc de Palatine com-
ing from The Illuminati, Rese Cress,
Templars, the Brothers of Light{, the
Albigenses and the Paulicians, who were
the successors of the Cathari and the
Manichaeans. They owe their existence to
the Gnestics, who weve derived from the
Mystevies of Egypt, Greece, Chaldea, who
again claim that their Masters came from
the Island of Atlantis. Plato states
+hat the Emperor of Atlantis was a Divine
Ruler and Grand Master of the Atlanteans.
This constitutes hhe Philosophical Sec-
tion.

The present Grand Hievophant is also
a Cnostic Bishop and claims an unbroken
lipe of succession from the College of
Antioch which owed its existence teo St.
Paul, and he in turn claimed autherity
from Jeshu ben Pandira, whe in furn was a
Grand Hievophant of the Mysteries of Isis
and Sevapis. The Hierophant of the
Plevroma links twelve lines of the Apos-
tolic Succession in his perseon. This
constututes the Sacerdotal Section.

The present Grand Hievophant is also
a Sovereign Grand Master General of three
High Grade Masenic Rites:

(2) The Antient and Primitive Rite,
or The Rite of Memphis, which claims for
its source the Copts of Egypt who wervre
the last of the Egyptian Initiates,

(b) The Rite of Mizraim, which is
derived fyom the Illuminati of Avignen.
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In I782 an Egyptian from the ancient
Brotherhoed of Luxer raised Gad
Bedarride of Cavillon to aneother degree
and granted him full authority. The
Brotherhood of Luxer (Bgyptian Branch)
owes its authority to the Grand Hiero-
phant of the Temple of Sais in Fgypt.
The Brotherhood also founded another
branch in America just before the War
of Independence and has functiioned in
that country ever since. Practically
unknown to the gemeral public, they are
in communion with the Brotherhoods of
Mt. Shasta and Yucatan.

(c) The Ovder of The Temple of
England and Paris, which was later
connected with the Order of The Illumin-
ati, and this authority is now vesbted in
the present Grand Hievrophant. Through
The Illuminati came the connections with
The Rose Cross and Martinists.

Added to this list comes the Grand
Inspector General of The Ancient and
Accepted Scottish Rite of Masonry through
New York in the United States. Then he
became a 33rd Degree Mason of The Ancient
and Accepted Rite which was founded by
certain members of The Templar Order, and
of The Rite of Perfection 250. It also
owed its existence through the Rite of
Strict Obsevrvance and The Martinist Ovder
through Mavrtinez de Pasqually which he
teceived from Count Cagliestro, who again
received his own authority from The
Comte de St. Germain, who in turn claimed
to bhave his authority from The Christians
of 5t. John at Basra in Pevrsia, who, them-
selves, can prove an unbroken line of
authority from the Gnostics. It is neot
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commonly knewn that Basilides, the Gnostic
Bishop, consecrated the first Bishop of
Constantinople. This constitutes the Arti-
san Section.

As with the Mystevries, the decfrines
of the descent of the Soul to Farth, Its
death to Its spivitual heritage buried in
the tomb of matter, and Its final restitu-
tion with the Immovtal Spivit, was carried
on by the Gnostics and their successors to
the I5th Century. then it was passed on to
the Rose Cross and then the Illuminati and
finally into the Pleroma, being achieved
through purificatien, illumination and then
perfection.

To complete this draft of successions,
brief as it is, we must add one more link
of authority: The Roman Collegia sent
Avtisans to the town of Chichester in
Fngland between 46 and 52 A.D. They
vemained theve until the Romans left
Britain when they migrated te Yerk to
beceme kneown as The Arcane College. In
I55 A.D., at the instigation of King
Lucius, the Gnostic Christians who had
migrated to the West of England accepted
+the three Avchdruids as the three future
Avchbishops of Celtic Britain and jeined
The Avcane College to become known as the
Culdees ov Primitive British Christians.

A number migrated to Avignon in France and
founded a College theve. The British
Chuvrch still survived in spite of the
Roman Church: one of the Lines of Apost-
olic Succession vested in the Grand Hievo-
phant is derived frem the Ancient British
Church.

In spite of the brief details. given,
it must be obvious ‘o any observant stu-
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dent that the Plevoma and its Grand

Hievophant stand in the divect line eof

succession with the Gnostics and the Pagan
Mysteries, and the fact that it vetains
all the ancient landmavrks within its
framework should shatter once and for all
any doubt in our minds that the Pleroma
cannot prove its Spivitual Authority. As
one membevr states: "If there ave these

- who still deubt, theve is one way of

absolute proof. Let them follow the teach-
ings as taught and lived by our DLeader,
and: let theivr lives subsequently demon-
strate to them the unmistakable validity
of their Truth." FPurther, we can say,
spend a little time studying the histories
of the known Chivalvic, Alchemistic, Rose
Cross and Masonic Ordevrs, and you will
find a thin line of authority and succes-
sion running through and linking them to
the Pagan Mysteries, and the Gnestics;
then trace from the beginning of the I8th
Century the movements of the many occcult
or spiritual bodies and you will see that
they finally merge into The Order of the
Pleroma, and then down to Richard, Duc: de
Palatine.

Is it pot to be wondeved that we,
baving in our pevrson so many valid lines
of autherity, should speak out at the
pretensions of many of the pseudo-occult
and masonic bedies which exist today,
knowing pevfectly well that they are un-
able to preve theivr descent from the
Pagan Mystevries.

We will now leave the rest to you -
make of it what you willl '

THE ARMY OF THE ELECT
- 41 -
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We have endeavoured 4o give a brief
outline ©f the descent of the Cnosis from
the days of Atlantis to the present day
and how it was mevrged into The Brotherhosod
and Order of the Pleroma, but it must be
clearly undevrstoeod that, although the
Plevoma is publicly known fto the world,
there avre also a number of other bodies
which have vremained unknown to the general
public. They also are the recipients of
+the Gnosis. Theve is a very defimite
connection between the Pleroma and the
hidden bodies, and this link was forged
by the Initiation of Richard, Duc de
Palatine inte each and every one of them.
It could be said that the Plevoma is the
Outer School belonging to The Hidden
Chuvrch.

The Hidden Chuvrch, ovr The Invisible
Fmpire of Light, constitutes the Army of
Bvolving Souls of all mavkind. This Avmy
is made up of the ordinary soldier in the
vanks whose lesson it is o ebey the
rogulations of the Army, but as the human
spul graduates from the ranks and becomes
an N.C.0., he now assumes more respons-—
ibility and graduates further and further
out of the ranks as he learns movre and
more of the vregulations and learns teo
accept movre important responsibility in
order ‘that he shall become a captaip or
a colonel, and eventually a general, and
S0 Dn.

As in any army, so ypu have the
various vanks of vesponsibility in the
Army of Souls, as every stage or initia-
tion is successfully passed, the student-
soldier is granted a commission from the
King of the Empire. This process is known
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to the outer world as The Path of Heli-
ness. This Avmy obeys the Will of the King
under its Commanding Officer who is known
in the West as St. Michael. This Hidden
Church or Bmpire is governed in the same
manner as the Kingdom of Great Britain is
governed. You have the Xing and His
Ministers of the various departments of
Life. They are called The Princes of
Light. Fach Prince has under Him a
descending ladder of Minor 0fficials,
these being the Initiates ranging from the
Ist Degree tio the 4th Degree. Fach one of
‘these Initiates has around him a smaller
group of pupils whom he directs in the
business of the King. They are known as
the Younger Brothevrs, whilst the Initiates
are the Flder Brothevrs. Fach Member of the
Army owes complete obedience to the King
of the Invisible Empire of Light.

The King rules two kingdoms, yet in
reality the two kingdoms are but the life
and form aspects of the One Kingdom of
Light. So from age teo age, from the
Invisible Church a great Prince of Light
becomes an Ambassader of the King and
descends to eavrth to assume a morital bedy
in order to teach and help mankind along
the Path of Light. These Princes have
come to every civilisatien and vestated
in the form and language suitable to the
people of the Kingdem of Farth the age-
old facts of his eventual resteration to
his spivitual home,

In every century, seven of these
Ambassadors descend to Farth and ave
Tesponsible for the quickening of the
seven departments of man's sarthly
endeaveurs. They deal with: Leadevrship,

- 43 -

22



Teaching, Phileseophic, The Artisan, The
Mystio and the Ovganisatien aspects.

. Fach Ambassador may be a pupil of a
Master or an Initiate, and it is his or
" hevr vespensibility to sound the key-note

. £br the new age. In ‘the main, these
embodiments of the Light come silently
and fulfil their task and then pass away
before the majority of the people

" vealise that God has walked amengst them
and ‘the great opportunlty'they have
missed,

Lot us not vun mway with the stupid
notion that the Ambassader is a creature
from another planet or someosne who must
be bowed down before and adeved. In fact,
+the Ambassader is mere likely to appear
+0 be movre ovrdinavry ‘than yourselves. In
other words, he will be, or is, a persen
just like the vest of us in every way.

He may be born a prince ovr a labeurver,
but this concerns the outer shell only.
The inner nature of the Ambassader is
always veiled to the public. For instancs,
if he is a Century Messengevr, he will
have the buman and the Divine Souls
perfectly aligned, as in the case of
Jacob Boehme and H. P. Blavatsky. He also
becomes an Embodiment ©f God. Should the
century be at the end of a minevr cycle,
then you will find that his human and
Divine Souls avre aligned with the ..
Immovrtal Spivit. He then becomes the
Embodiment of God The Hely Spirit; and in
+the case of a major cycle, he will embody
+he Consciousness of God the Sen through
his Spivit, Soul and human soul.

Within the Mysteries and the Gnestic

System, this knowledge of the Invisible
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Empire of Light was only entrusted to
the highest Initiates as it was con-
sidered that it was far toe dangevreous

t0 be in the hands of the uneducated and
uninitiated. This has been amply proved
by Theosgphy and its aftermath. H. P,
Blavatsky states: "Theve .is hardly a
medium who has net claimed to have seen
them (The Princes of Light). Every bogus
swindling seciety, for commercial pur-
poses, now claims to be guided and :
divected by 'Mastevrs' often suppesed to
be far higher than ours! ... prompted
either by desire for lucre, vanity orvr
irresponsible mediumship ... had we acted
on the principle of silence, such dese-—
cration would never have occurred." The
Princes and their pupils adopt diffevent
tactics {today, and a pupil is under a
solemn obligation never to vreveal to the
public, not even their_trusted friends,
that they are a pup11 of a Prince or
Masterv.

Go into any occult society and you
will hear the empty claims of being a
pupil of a mastevr. In most cases, they
ave the apt pupil of their own subcon-
scious minds, Ultimately the burden of
proof vests with them. We ourselves have
often been told that such and such a
person is a pupil of the 'Comte de St.
Gormain,' and we have to laugh silently
to ourselves. We have never heard the
Adept who used this title called by this
name. We have a secret name for him,
just as he has a secvel name fer us.

The lives of these Ambassadors
embody the outlines of the Wisdom of Ged,
each ope dramatising the various stages
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in the life of the Soul of Man. Fach
one becomes the embodiment of God fer
a shovrt peried of time, then discards
the mortal body and descends again o
become the helper of the next Ambassa-
dor. Each Messenger ‘teaches the three-
feld stages of attainment through
purificatioen, then attaining illumina-
tion, and veaching pevfection. Again,
they always embodied the three levels
of instruction o their pupils: the
public teachings which are exeteric in
vature; for their immediate pupils, the
esvteric; and then, for the pledged
pupils, the Knowledge of The Hidden
Church.

Many of +the eavrliest Ambassaders
founded the Mysteries weve the Geods
descended to EKavrth and instituted
the 3 x 3 = 9 system of Initiation. It
was considered that if a neophybe had
passed through the nine stages of +the
upward climb to the Summit he was then
veady to take the Ist Initiation into
The Bmpire of Light. Bach stage of the
Mysteries enabled the mneophyte to
beceme pregressively spiritualised and
be in the positinn to behold God face
‘to face. This was ‘the last and most
awful of the Mysteries.

One will find the outlines of the
Hidden Church vrunning through theirv
doctrines and in all the succeeding
manifestations of the Gnosis up to and
including the beginning of the I8%h
Century. One of the vreasens for the
withdrawal of the True Hievophants was
due to the coming of the Industrial
Revolution which began to sweep Furope
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and the Amevricas. Men began ‘o turn from
spivitual things and cencentrated upen
+he accumulation of worldly wealth. Bvery
discevery made by man was turned towards
selfish ends. This was one ©f the reasens
for Their withdrawal and the feunding of
Masenry and a few of the more genuine
occult bodies.

The eulmination of the materialisa-
tion of science, veligion and philosophy
was teached at the beginning of this
century (I900). In order to combat this
spread of materialism, the Fmpive sent
forth a great Adept, one of the most
enigmatic pevsonages of the cenftury. One
‘thing is certain: the 'Comte de St.
Germain'- whatever his real patronymic
may have been - had a vright to his name
and title. He bought a property called
San Germano in the Italian Tyrol, and
paid the Pope for the title. He came to
reorganise the Schools of Furope, and one
will find his moving hand through all the
societies between IT00 and the end of the
I9th Century. He alse came to vestore as
far as possible the vemaining Gnostic
bodies and blend them into a single
channel; that is to say, the outer bedies.
His work and inspivation moved Adam
Weishaupt to form The Ovrder of The
Illuminati. Thevre is sufficient evidence
to show that he was the Agent for The
Templars, Rose Cross and many othervr
Secret Assemblies. Theve is a suspicion
that he was preparing for the Minor
Messengevr who was to appear in I975. Let
us see His movements: He inspired The
Ovrder of The Illuminati and showed Anton
Mesmer {the principles of-magnetism or
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Magnetic Masonry. We know that the
Brothers of Light of I498 used this form
of healing and also that Paracelsus
practised it in his own work. Mesmer
discovered the magnetic fluid in man; he
was initiated into The Fratres Lucis and
the Egyptian branch of The Brotherhood
of Luxor, and it was They who elected
him as the Messenger for the I8th
Century. His work was supervised by St.
Gevmain. Later, Cagliostro was brought
in to help, but he made mistakes and was
recalled and banished to the Bastille to
die therve.

In 1848, H. P. Blavatsky was
commissioned to act as the Messenger fpv
+the I9th Century. Her wark was two-fold:
to show the undevrlying unity of all
vteligions and to reveal the facts con-
coetrning The Empire of Light; and secondly
+to reveal as much as that cemtury ceuld
accept concerning the nature of the
dizality of Man and the methods of His:
vostitution to His ovriginal purity. This
.latter doctrine was entrusted teo a few
pledged pupils in London. She was sent to
Tibet to finish hevr three-feld training
in The Avcane Discipline. She fulfilled
the first stage, that of Purification;
and Illumination, and it was under this
natural faculty that she was able to
write "The Secret Dectrine" with the help
of her two Masters. We alse know that 'St.
Germain' gave her con51derable help in
hevr wotrk,  —— — - — e —

It was obvieusly planned that The
Theeosophical Society should folleow The
Avcane Discipline when she fermed the
Outer Society. Within the Soclety itself
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she formed the Esoteric Section, and when
she came to Londen she formed the Pledged
Section, or The Hiddem Church: When H.P.B.
died in IB9I, she left no. instructions
for the continuation of both the Esoteric
and Hidden Sections. They ceased to exist
with hevr death. The first split occurred
ip the Society when beth Judge and Besant
claimed to be the Head of the Esotervic
Section, but, in point of fact, neither
of them could claim this autherity, as
thevre was no authority teo claim!

Dv. Besant went to Paris and was
initiated into Freemasonry. She and a
number of fellow-Theosophists formed
Co-Masonvry which teday has beceme a barven
and lifeless ovganisation. C. W. Lead-
beater, a former Anglican Minister, joined
with Bishop Wedgweed to form The Liberal
Catholic Church, and this alse has become
a semi-ovrthodex church teaching Theesephy
instead of Gnesticism. It is obvious thai
it was the intention of the Two Masters
to form a new impulse based upen the
threes-fold division of the Philosophic
(The Theosophical Seciety), the Sacer-
dotal (Liberal Catholic Church) and the
Artisan (Internatienal Co-Maseonry), but
‘this effort was frustrated by the blind-
ness ©f Annie Besant and C, W. Leadbeater.
Since this triple movement failed to
implement The Arcane Discipline and the
Gnosis of the Soul, it failed in its
purpose and has became a stumbling block
to the reception of the new impulse. By
this failure, the line of the Esotervic
Tradition was broken. What happens next?

H. P. Blavatsky stated that another
Ambassader for the 20th Century would
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make his or her appearance abeut I975.
They could be a pupil or an Initimte whe
would reveal and demonstrate the final
proofs of the Divine Nature of Man and
the method of its vestitution with its
original purity. Who the next Messenger
will be we will have to leave to the
future.

Since B. P. Blavatsky was commissioned
by The Trans-Himalayan Brotherhood to
act as Their Messenger under the guidance
of two of Its Brothers, her werk was
cbviously deveted tip preparing the gromnd
for. the 20th Century. Her werk failied
to achieve the geoal for which it was
intended. Will the next Messenger succeed
ov fail? Who can tell?

If Anton Mesmer was commissioned by
The Brotherheod pf Luxor tv be the Messen
ger for the IB8th Century, then he oo
failed partially in his labeurs by the
blunders eof Cagliostro, just as H.P.B.
partially failed through the blunders of
‘the Gbverning Council of The Theesophical
Society under the Presidency of Henry S.
Olcott. Will the next Messenger alse fail
to achieve his or her objective through
the blindness of one ©r a number of Their
helpers?

If Mesmevr was sent by The Brother-
hood of Luxer, and H.P.B. by The Tibetan
Brotherhood, it may be that the next
Messenger will be sent forth by The
Templars and Rose Cross Brotherhoods and
that the Messengevr for the 2Ist Century
will be sent forth by The Esoberic Avcane
College. This may be supposition, but
thevre are certain facts which could give
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some substance to the above. When the
"Comte de St. Germain" DIED, he was
veported to have said that He would be
away from Buveope for about a century
and then He would vreturn to continuwe His
labours for the Empire.

Thevre are veporis from various
Centres that "St. Germain" is again
active in Furope, England and Amervrica.
In spite of the many confusing claims,
both genuine and false, there seems to
emergo a faivly clear picture: that this
Adept is definitely working for this
century. He is veported to have besn in
St. Petersburg in Russia before the
Revolution, and to have warned the Czar
of Russia of coming events. At a Council
held in Paris befovre the last war of the
Heads of many of the Assemblies, St.-
Germain presided. From the deliberations
of this Council a divective was sent out
te a2 number of the Brothers in various
parts of the world to be prepared to
work with the new impulse. It would
appear to be fairly obvious that the
next Messenger would work under the
supsrvision of the "Comte de St. Germain."

It may be well to make this perfect-
ly clear Po all and sundry: The Ordev
of the Pleroma dpes not claim to be the
only organisation teaching and practis-
ing The Avcane Discipline. Theve are
many small private Schools scattered
around the globe following the Discipline
undev-varioue-forms, But what we do state
is that the Pleroma is the only public
body proclaiming the ancient Arcane
Discipline, and that it can trace its
descent and authovity from the Ancient
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Mystery Scheols.

The Pleroma can only appeal to and
assist these individnals who have out-
grown the need for Father-figures and
organised spirituality, since they have
realised that the real Image of the
Father-Figure is not extermal, but is
vather an internal Self, and that the
methed to achieve the vealisation of
this Real Self is by one's own personal
effort. Thevefore, it is logical that
the achievement of the Real Man cannot
be made through organised spirituality,
but, on the other hand, such organised
bodies can and will assist the individual
for part of the way; then he is on his
own. The Pleroma is not organised spivit-
uality; it is a method to be fellowed in
one's personal life. All that the Plevoma
can do for its members is to point the
way and assist the member in whatever
way it can, but, in the main, the work
must be done by the members alone. Hence
‘the reason why the Plevroma cannot make
any premises to you, for to do sp would
be gross dishopesty.

There is sufficient evidence +to show
that the Princes of Light do try te
impress suitable 1
ovrganised groups of students in the hope
that such groups will become channels
whereby the Will of the Father may become
manifest on Farth, but there is always a
danger that this effort will be frustrated
by the lower nature of both the leader and
the members, for when self-seeking, pride
and arrogance gain the upper hand, the
channel becomes clogged and ‘the Powsr from
on high cannot flow forth. The body con-
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cerned then becemes useless in the Hand
of the Father. In the main, ovganisatiens
which have been formed with high and
pure aspivations in the beginning genev-
ally become crystallised in their ways of
thinking and behaviour and are unable to
change with the ever-increasing tempo of
life. They then become outmeded and use-
less in the New Age.

If the body follows The Arcane
Discipline then it must, according to the
Law of Change, alseo change from time to
time in ovrder to mest the conditions of
the new impulse, but it is when thevre
manifests a vesistance to this change
within the greoup that we find the group
falling short of the Plan of God.

Unlike most organised bedies, the
Plevoma is not sirictly an organised bedy,
since it only has one Outer Head wheo
vealises that the Will of God is divect-
ive in its drives and unchangeable in its
purpose, but that its form of expressien
is changeable. Therefore, the Pleroma
vemains flexible and can change when it
is necessary 1o change. This process of
change is evident both in the writings of
its Head and the framework in I955.

There is a saying that when a body
vefuses to change, then it ceases to
have any value in human life. In fact, it
can and does act as a vigid wall to fur-
ther progress for the student. Hence the
veason fow our criticism of most. of the
old-established spiritual mevements. They
have obviously outlived their usefulness
and instead of changing with nature, they
geek to vretain the status quo upon which

“they fivst began. In order to vetain this
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status: quo, they are ocompelled o enter Church, and not b?fore. One stage Pe-
into acts which ave in the main antago- comes ‘the foundation for tye ?r?ctlon
nistic to the Will of Ged. of the next and so on, ad infinitum.

Bofore the Pleroma accomplishes its
objective for this age, there must be
further changes in its structure. It must
be prepared te scrap its present form of
presentation if it has been proved to be
ineffectual and adeopt another approach.
Admittedly, thevre will be these members
who will vresent this change and will
retire taking with them membevrs of like
mind who will form another body without
due authority frem the Bmpive of Light,
but in spite ©f this and other conftin-
gencies, the main divective drive eof the
Outer Head will continuwe along the Line
of the Thought of the Fmpire.

Finally, theve is always a peried
of slow growth feor any group. The founda-
+tion stones have to be squared and laid
firvmly before the supersiructure is buili.
The stones are actually human beings whe
are able to fit inte the foundatiems for
‘the future. Bach stoene must be squaved,
levelled and ovriented to the Highevr Self,
‘then the foundations will be firm and
lasting. This period of prepavration is
nearing its end for the Plevoma when the e
doors will be opened to all and sundry,
but until we have a band of Illuminati
or partially illumined men and women to
build upen, this pevried of change and
preparation must centinuwe until the
foundation stones have been well and truly
laid. This is the main reason for the slow
expansion of the Pleroma. When it is
veady, then the Hidden Section will be o
formed, that of The Pre-Nicene Catholic —
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