


PISHOEIN

mvn:.’ p

oatd

: K . 0
: f | OF c&uropmm*vmr RS

LIBRARY

OF THI

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA.

GIFT OF
ad M&O‘r
“‘Received JAN 1895 . 189
Accessions No.SE &b .  Class No. ? ? ¢

F2 5
SR *“w’&@”’“';/

QY-Exm |r

TS~ F-WOMENS.LITERA




9:073 )
-~ y O .
020 .




A




/é-’-

- Digitized by Microsoft &
N ' e B> T A g

s Bt R o SO R

;!




THE YOUNG SUN-GOD,

THE GNOSTIC CHRIST.



BY

PUBLISHED BY THE AUTHOR,
SAN FRANCISCO, CAL.,
1889,




Zalda

2

ENTERED ACCORDING TO ACT OF CONGRESS,
IN THE YEAR 1889,
—By—
MARIE L. FARRINGTON.,

Ii‘\’

Wiy .

Univ Calif

- Digitized by Microsoft ® - -\

.

I E 3




~

TO MY BELOVED SON,
JOE W. FARRINGTON.
AFFECTIONATELY DEDICATED BY

HIS MOTHER.




Univ Calif - Digitized by. Microsoft
. 3 _’,,"~¢.;,' S g

-




-2

DESCRIPTION OF THE FRONTISPIECE.

UNDER the foot of a youth lies a crocodile that symbolizes
darkness, as opposed to light. It does not necessarily represent
always the dark side of nature, but under this aspect the crocodile
becomes the true ideograph of evil, for this is the source of spiritual
blindness.

The youth who is portrayed as treading upon the crocodile, im-
personates the newly-born sun. He was represented in an iden-
tical position by the Egyptians, who called him the ‘ Young
Horus,” and from them the Gnostics derived their mythical Christ,
the abstract principle which conveyed an idea of re-birth, of regener-
ation. Thisis an occult phraseology replete with arcane signifi-
cance.

The Christ and the cross were both linked closely together, be-
cause these two words are synonymous. They found an outward
expression in the visible sun, when in the act of crossing the eclip-
tic.

It is a generally well-known fact that our sun entered the sign of
Pisces in the year 155 B. C., and that since that event occurred,
the fish has been an emblem interwoven with the symbolism which
is derived from the Christ. Therefore, the Catholic Church has es-
pecially preserved the emblematical fish as it existed before the es-
tablishment of Christianity.

The Egyptians, who were most proficient in astronomy and math-
ematics, represented Horus asthe personified sun entering the sign
of Pisces, in the act of rising in the heavens, hence dispelling dark-
ness, as typified by the crocodile.  The youthful sun was necessa-
rily born in spring, at Easter. He carried upon his own head the
image of the zodiacal division into which he had just entered, to
tarry thither 2,155 years.

The three fingers uplifted indicate plainly that this image refers
to the unification of the threefold sun, as impersonification of the
trinity in unity. It was verified once a year, at the spring equinox,
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vi DESCRIPTION OF THE FRONTISPIECE.

when the new-born Horus rose from the dead, on the horizon of
the resurrection.

In the catacombs, an old Christ and a youthful one were discov-
ered, which is a remarkable coincidence, proving to a certain ex-
tent that the early Christians recognized the threefold principle of
the Christ type.

It is obviously useless to remind our readers that the abstract
idea just enunciated has naught to do with the personality of Jesus
Christ. If we refer frequently in this work to the ceremonies
and emblems of the Romish Church, it is solely because they are
remnants of the symbolism of ancient races. We neither uphold the
theories bearing on the reality of Jesus’ life on earth, nor wish to argue
the veracity of the writings relating to his remarkable career. Our
frontispiece is intended to convey both the exoteric and the esoteric
imagery of the Christ idea, as conveyed by the wise men of by-
gone ages. It wasbequeathed by them to posterity as an imperish-
able memento of their knowledge in the realms of occultism. -

In the year 2000 A. D., the sun will leave Pisces to enter the
sign of Aquarius, facing at the same time Leo. According to cer-
tain Kabalists, the world will then be ushered into an era of quiet
strength and superior attainments.

-



INTRODUCTION.

DANTE, in his poem upon Paradise, relates that the Supreme
Being appeared to him under the geometrical figure of three circles.
The latter formed an iris, whose lively colors generated each other,
but while he gazed steadily upon the dazzling light emanating from
them, he could perceive nothing but his own shadow reflected by a
well-understood process. Thus, while adoring God, man worships
his own image, issuing from the kingdom of darkness, misnamed
¢ Theology.” Therefore, as long as the clouds of darkness, or ig-
norance, its equivalent, will hang over the human mind, so long
will tarry the empire of Evil among us. Knowledge alone will
dispel the thick mist shadowing the bright Sun of Wisdom.

The only aim of this book is to foster the study of symbolism,
and of the inner interpretation of the so-called Sacred Scriptures.
In the first excitement caused by the revelations made by the theo-
sophical leaders, many of their adherents took a stand against the
Bible, reviling it in the most profligate terms. Their indignant
outburst sprung from their innocence from ‘‘eating of the book.”
We readily excuse them, for there are still many people who call
themselves well educated, and yet will declare with the greatest
ingenuity that ‘‘even a child can understand the Bible.” This
statement is so ludicrous that it becomes a rather difficult task to
comment upon it, because those people are so rooted in their preju-
dices that they have built almost an insurmountable barrier between
their narrow-minded world, and light and truth.

We have no greater teacher than the heavens and nature.
These are the two great books which contain the wisdom of all
nations. The key to them unravels the mysteries of all ages, and
the sooner the world at large is convinced of the truth of our asser-
tion, the better it will be for our present race. Therefore, we offer
the present study of symbology to the public, not as a complete and
exhaustive treatise of such a complex system of thought, but as a
modest effort towards helping others still less favored than ourselves.

(vii)
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researches in the most comprehensxble way allowed by such a deep

If we contribute our mite towards the revival of the ancient mode
of thought, which can be found partly in the Bible, if understood,
and partly in the sacred and profane literature of Egypt, India, Per-

‘sia, Chaldea, Central America, China, Greece, Rome, etc., we will

be amply rewarded For to dispel the clouds of ignorance which
are still hanging over the human intellect, is to conquer and uproot
wickedness. Let us eat of the fruit of the ‘“tree of Paradise,” so
that, by acquiring the knowledge of good and evil, we may always

‘be wise enough to choose good and eschew evil.

THE AUTHOR.

San Francisco, July 7, 1889,
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CHAPTER 1.

“FACING THE SPHINX.”

““They needs must find it hard to take truth for authority who
have so long mistaken authority for truth.”

A GENERAL version of the myth of the sphinx,
adopted by popular writers on Greek mythology,
is the following: “ The origin of the myth of the
sphinx was not definitely known even to the
ancients. The sphinx itself was probably a re-
ligious symbol of the Egyptians, which was trans-
ferred to Greece, and subsequently underwent a
change of meaning. Among the Egyptians the
sphinx seems to have been a symbol of royal
dignity, betokening a combination of wisdom and
strength; by the Greeks, however, it appears to
have been regarded as a symbol of the burning,
pestilence-breeding heat of the summer sun. The
form, which was that of a lion, generally in a re-
cumbent position, with the breast and upper part
of a beautiful woman, was an imitation of the
original male sphinxes of Egypt. Ancient Egyp-
tian art reveled in the creation of colossal sphinxes,
which were carved out of granite. A notable ex-
ample of this kind exists in the giant sphinx near
the Pyramids of Gizeh, which is eighty-nine feet
long. Moreover Greek art was only acquainted
with the sphinx in its female form, and departed

(13)
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14 FACING THE SPHINX.

from the Egyptian type by adding wings to the
lion’s body.” This statement is utterly erroneous.
We will prove subsequently that the Egyptian
sphinx was at first feminine, a fact conclusively
established by typology. It became masculine in
a later stage of symbolism, when primeval con-
ceptions, or rather truisms, were undergoing an
evolutionary transformation, which did not affect
the neighboring countries immediately. They had
adopted the primitive emblem of the sphinx from
the Egyptians, who thus embodied the greatest
principle underlying their philosophical system.
It is supremely ridiculous to fancy that a nation
standing foremost as the center of a high civiliza-
tion should have adopted meaningless symbols,
for such would they have been, if their true signif-
icance could not have been fathomed.

Modern times have produced many (Edipuses
who have endeavored to interpret the riddle of the
sphinx, and the apparently incongruous theogo-
nies of by-gone ages. The most popular authors,
including Max Miiller, who have expounded the
mythologies of the ancients, have adhered to the
unreasonable theory that every emblem had been
invented by the diseased imagination of insane
people, or must be explained either as a solar or a
phallic glyph. But science progresses in giants’
strides. Every age has produced at the transitory
stage, men capable of opening a new path through
the entangled vines of a forgotten road; those
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are thinkers who do not mistake authority for
truth. Still their task is arduous; they have to
fight century-old prejudices, for we are all endowed
with an extremely finite intelligence, and it requires
strenuous efforts on our part to grasp what stands
outside of the range of our most approved educa-
tional methods. Furthermore, it becomes almost
impossible to convey to certain people a glimpse
of scientific facts when clashing with their own
routine and worn-out theories.

Men well versed in mythological lore, such as
Gerald Massey and Gaston Maspero, have proven,
without the shadow of a doubt, the common origin
of religions and languages. In the cosmogony
and the anthropogenesis of mankind, we find ir-
refutable evidences that no religion was ever based
on fiction, or was the sequence of a special revela-
tion. Archaology has demonstrated that no Egyp-
tian papyrus, Indian tolla, Assyrian tile, or He-
brew scroll should be accepted literally; that they
are not a mere product of the fantastic imagina-
tion of anybody. Even nursery tales and super-
stitious reminiscences of ancient times have been
traced back to their original source by typology,
as surely as heraldry is conclusively shown as being
derived from totem signs. “The thing that has
been, it is that which shall be, and that which is
done, is that which shall be done, and there is no
new thing under the sun.”"—~ZFcclesiastes, chap. 1.

The ancients had a profound knowledge of nat-
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ural and cosmic laws which they illustrated in
their religious, or rather philosophical, systems,
When we will understand them thoroughly, they
will unravel to us the bulk of the primitive ar-
chaic wisdom. Of all the sciences which have con-
tributed to the present impetus given to researches
into the cosmogonies of antiquity, geology, astron-
omy, and archaologyst and foremost. “Why does
not someone teach me the constellations, and
make me at home in the starry heavens, which are
always overhead, and which I do not half know to
this day,” says Carlyle. This just desire to be
made conversant with a subject forever open to
our observations, would naturally lead to a more
thorough investigation. Stars, moons, suns di-
vulge to us every day, and at every instant, the
hidden secrets of the past, present, and future.
They are the “eternal celestial book,” the only
true revealers of mysteries, which, if fathomed,
would unravel the beginning of our universe. It
is not sufficient to know the constellations, for
their names have left such a strong impress%on
upon the human mind that an inquiry into their
history throws a flood of light on the most impor-
tant problem of modern times. They are indissol-
ubly linked with symbology. Not one of these
three sciences, 7. ¢., astronomy, geology,and archae-
ology, can be comprehended without the aid of
the two others.

“One great incentive to the study of astronomy
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will yet be to find out at first hand, what the Kam-
ites typified in the book above with which we have
been so deluded at second hand below,” says the
great lecturer, G. Massey. Verily no greater truth
was ever uttered. Some day, not very far off]
leaders in educational circles will perceive the ab-
solute necessity of explaining astronomy by a com-
pendium on symbolism and typology. Then a
deviation from the old routine will produce start-
ling results. History will be forced to alter its
chronology, or rather correct its ridiculous anach-
ronisms. The old tottering edifice built upon
errors, that were bequeathed to us by centuries of
gross ignorance, will tumble never to rise again.
In the intellectual struggle which is ever progress-
ing towards higher attainments and greater dis-
coveries, the worst stumbling-block has been theo-
logical intolerance. The masses have been educated
into accepting as truth, what was propounded to
them with authority. But a few years ago the
Bible was considered infallible on all matters
pertaining exclusively to science. Educated per-
sons undoubtedly do not believe any more in
the literal sense of the creation of the world in six
days, but they have not advanced very far from
their starting-point. Now that geology, astronomy,
arch®ology, and ethnology present cumulative
evidences that upset entirely the accepted doctrines,
why do theologians fight truth so stubbornly?
Keys to the Jewish Scriptures have been re-dis-
2
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18 FACING THE SPHINX.

covered, and it is ounly a question of a few years
when the most ignorant ones will be able to read
the Bible in its true meaning. The Catholic Church,
foreseeing wisely the results of too abrupt a transi-
tion, has already come out with a declaration
which is intended to smooth the way to conces-
sions. The learned Abbé Favre, in one of his elo-
quent lectures delivered at the Sorbonne, has
categorically declared that “palaontology and
archzology may, without detriment to the veracity
of the Holy Scriptures, discover traces of pre-
adamic man in the tertiary beds. Since the Bible
disregards all creatures anterior to the last deluge
but one, we are left free to admit the existence of
man in the grey diluvium, in Pliocene, and even
Eocene strata.” It is surely an easy way of pre-
paring an honorable surrender to the well-estab-
lished fact of the antiquity of man on this earth.
If we consider that, according to Biblical reckon-
ings, the deluge took place 2,448 years B. C, and
the world’s creation 4,004 years B. C., and that the
most accurate researches of geologists and physi-
cists have led them to assign to our globe an exist-
ence of at least 10,000,000 years (Sir W. Thom-
son), we will have sufficient ground to wonder at
such disproportionate data. Moreover, one of our
most learned geologists, Mr. Huxley, considers the
minimum adopted by Sir W. Thomson as unsatis-
factory. He expresses his own opinion that, accord-
ing to the laws of evolution, no less than 1,000,000,-
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000 of our solar years have elapsed since vegetation
appeared on our little planet.

Mr. Darwin, in his “Descent of Man,” says,
“ , . . an ape nearly as large as a man,namely,
the Dryopithecus of Lartet, which was closely
allied to the anthropomorphous Hylobates, existed
in Europe during the Upper Miocene period; and
since so remote a period the earth has certainly
undergone many great revolutions; and there has
been ample time for migrations on the largest
scale.

“At the period and place, whenever and wherever
it may have been, when man first lost his hairy
covering, he probably inhabited a hot country;
and this would have been favorable for a frugivo-
rous diet, on which, judging from analogy, he sub-
sisted. We are far from knowing how long ago it
was when man first diverged from the catarrhine
stock, but this may have occurred at an epoch re-
mote as the Eocene period; for the higher apes
had diverged from the lower apes as early as the
Upper Miocene period, as shown by the existence
of the Dryopithecus.” Mr. Darwin’s opinion being
thoroughly indorsed by many scientific men of
high standing, the passage just quoted justifies an-
thropologists for assigning to man a hoary an-
cestry.

Though frequently mentioned in standard works,
the exact duration of the different periods of the
earth’s formation is not established, even approxi-

4. )}
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20 FACING THE SPHINX.

mately. For those unacquainted with the geolo-
gical divisions of the epochs corresponding to our
planet’s evolutionary phases, we will give them as
follows:—
Laurentian,
Primordial {Cambrian,
Silurian.
' Devonian,
Primaryjl Coal,
Permian.

Cretaceous-chalk.
Eocene,

Miocene,
Pllocene

Triassic,
Secondary< Jurassic,
Tertiary{

Paleolithic man,
Quaternary < Neolithic man,
Historical period.

Evolutionary laws as expounded by Darwinists,
are not accepted by all scientists as an absolute
truth; it 1s simply a hypothesis held by Paracelsus,
and before him by many sages of antiquity, which
rests on a solid basis, if we except the ape theory.
Natural selection has not been sustained either; it
has been upset considerably by prominent scien-
tific men, among whom stand foremost M. de
Quatrefages and Danilevsky. Anthropologists are
at variance also concerning the age of man, their
estimates varying from five hundred thousand down
to fifty thousand years. This divergence of
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opinions, however, affects only details, the main re-
sult is illustrated daily in the disappearance of
ignorance and the production of new evidences
tending to rectify mistakes and harmonize scientific
theories.

Gaudry, in his book “ Modern Science,” says
that the oldest skulls and skeletons which date
from the glacial period, are probably at least one
hundred thousand years old. They are specimens
of a fine race, tall in stature, large in brain, and on
the whole superior to many existing races of man-
kind; thus disproving our descent from the ape,
but not the fundamental laws of evolution.

Professor Winchell’s opinion as to the antiquity
of the Mediterranean race is also worthy of more
than a passing remark. He believesthat the white
race made its appearance during the later decline
of the continental glaciers; but he adds, at the
same time, that “this does not concern the antiquity
of the black and brown races, since there are
numerous evidences of their existence in more
southern regions, in times remotely pre-glacial.”
“ Yet we have abundant proofs that the black race
overran Europe at an unknown epoch, for the
types of skulls found there have been of two
kinds: the ortho-gnathous and the prognathous,
or the Caucasian and negro types. This authenti-
cated fact is greatly in favor of Darwin and Gerald
Massey, the great symbologist; both hold that
every custom, symbol, and religion can be traced
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back to Inner Africa; the latter gentleman endors-
ing consequently the famous saying of Rev. Robert
Taylor: “ Bind it about thy neck, write it upon the
tablet of thy heart, everything of Christianity is of
Egyptian origin.”

By forcing mother earth to lay bare her bosom,
priceless treasures have been brought out of the
excavations, as in the department of the Haute-
Garonne, where a wonderful scene of by-gone ages
was brought to light. Squatting near the remains
of acoal fire, seventeen men were discovered in com-
pany with antediluvian mammals. They wore
amulets around their necks, and the broken pottery
scattered around the place testified to their knowl-
edge of certain arts common to civilized races.

Though the word palzolithic means earlier
stone-age, the name itself is an anomaly. Extant
relics of that epoch are, it is certain, very scarce
thus far; but they are decidedly artistic. In the
Thayngin grotto, Switzerland, an excellent sketch
of a reindeer feeding has been unearthed. It is at
least five hundred thousand years old, and it would
do credit to any modern animal painter. The en-
graving of the head of a horse, also, reveals talent.
With the surprises the future reserves to explorers,
the artistic skill displayed in the relics which have
been recovered from the cave-dwellers, may induce
scientists to reconsider their preconceived idea
concerning the civilization of the Palaolithic races.

But a short time ago a very important discovery
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was made by a French citizen residing in Gaines-
ville, Texas. Having occasion to sink a well, he
selected a spot in a valley near a ravine of great
length. During heavy rains it is transformed into
a raging torrent which deposits in the valley lime-
stone, gravel, mud, and all sorts of @¢bris. After
reaching a depth of four feet in a limestone forma-
tion, Mr. Sommes (such was the name of the
French gentlemen) came upon the vertebrae and
ribs of an animal of the size of a small pig’s ribs,
only it was of a tapering shape. Monsieur Som-
mes proceeded carefully in the work of unearthing
the bones toward the tapering end, and success-
fully uncovered seventeen rattles, the largest one
measuring six inches across. Then people con-
gregated at the place; brought thither by the
strange discovery, they eagerly helped in the work
of unearthing the remains of the monster. After
uncovering nineteen feet, judge of their surprise
when they perceived the skeleton of a gigantic
man in the stomach of the huge reptile. The re-
mains of both are well preserved, as perfect, in
fact, as when first denuded of flesh. Near the
bones of the man’s right hand is a stone hatchet
very similar to those found among the implements
pertaining to Palzolithic races. Let those who
believe in a first man, called Adam, ponder

over this unwritten page of the history of our
planet.

Another strong evidence, in corroboration of
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Darwinist theories, is furnished by the Neolithic
lake-dwellers. Geologists assert that the plants,
found in the strata corresponding to the same
period, were mainly of African origin, though dis-
covered in Switzerland. They claim also to have
found remains of looms, pottery, cereals,, sheep,
horses, etc. -

Monsieur de Mortillet, professor of prehistoric
anthropology in Paris, places man in the mid-
Miocene period, and a number of learned men who
have devoted years to this most interesting subject,
have recognized the fact that a Miocene civilization
once proven, it will upset entirely the stone-age
period theory. Noone has pleaded more earnestly
for the archaic ages than the noted French writer
Jacolliot. Inhis “Histoire des Vierges Les Peuples
et les' Continents Disparus,” he says: “ Whatever
may have been the place where a civilization more
ancient than that of Greece, of Egypt, and of India
was developed, it is certain that this civilization
did exist, and it is highly important for science to
recover its traces, however feeble and fugitive they
be.”

Hardly thirty years ago, the chronology of
Egypt, India, and China was ridiculed, the limit to
man’s appearance on this earth being then irrevoca-
bly fixed at between six and seven thousand years
Now, uncontrovertible testimony exists securing to
the human race a place in the Miocene period, but
it is refused admission into the Eocene age, thus
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far, though the soil produced vegetables and ani-
mals at the same geological epoch. We do not
know how long it will take for science to deter-
mine, even approximately, the number of years con-
tained in each period, but we do hope that when
scientists proclaim such a fact, they will do it on
an irrefutable basis.
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CHAPTER II.

CONTINENTS.

“One generation passeth away and another cometh, but the J
earth abideth forever. ” Eccl., chap. 1.

As the Romans adopted many customs from
the Greeks, and were initiated by them into science
and art, so their intellectual masters, the Greeks,
had received from the Egyptians, through their
sages, the knowledge which led them on the path
of glory and fame. When Solon, towards the year
600 B. C., visited Egypt, he found that it was a very
ancient country, already on its decline, with a long
record of historical events; so long in fact that the
Egyptian chronology was rejected as fabulous,
Archaéology and astronomy have united their efforts
toward a solution of the question, with the start-
ling effect of shaking up the conviction of the
greatest bigots, and proving a few dates of great
importance.  Volney traced the Greek Zodiak
back 16,984 years, but since he published his
observations the famous Zodiak of Denderah has
been demonstrated to be at least 80,000 years old;
for it shows the passage of three sidereal years
since it originated. The cause of the apparent
contradictions in the chronology of the ancient
civilized races lies simply in the different manner

(26)
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of reckoning; it is an effect of the prevalent ideas
of the same epoch. For example, the year, annus,
means heaven, revolution, and circle, and is closely
related to religion and symbolism. History teaches
us that some nations had adopted the apparent
revolution of the sun in twenty-four hours, others
the revolution of the moon in one month; others
the interval of one solstice to another—or one
season, calling each division by the generic name
ofrevolution oryear. Butthe knowledge of the side-
real year, or retrogradation of the sun, implies that
the Egyptians knew astronomy to perfection. To
have calculated that the sun with the starry
heavens takes 25,3868 years to return to the starting-
point; in fact, to have become aware of the pre-
cession of the equinoxes, the old Egyptians must
have been masters in mathematics, even when they
erected their famous Denderah Zodiak, that is,
nearly 80,000 years ago. When their civilization
loomed up we do not know; tradition represents
them always in possession of the greatest wisdom
and knowledge that ever was on this earth. They
claimed descent from the twelve “great gods,”
whom some authors think meant Poseidon, Cleito,
and their ten sons. But there is another fact
corroborating their descent from Atlantis. It is
the mysterious celebration of the arrival of the
thirteen great gods by the Aztec priesthood. The
high civilization of the ancient Central American
and Mexican races, so peculiarly like the Egyptian
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culture, the same knowledge of perfect astronomical
reckoning as illustrated in the colossal Aztec
calendar of the Cathedral of Santo Domingo
(Mexico), point conclusively to the same origin.
We must bear in mind that the Aztecs had been
established in the city of Mexico only for a short
period at the time of the landing of the Spaniards.
They were barbarians compared to the Toltecs,
Mayas, Quiches, and other great races, whose
passage on the American continent can be traced
through the grand ruins they have left scattered
so promiscuously. Religious tenets had become
horribly disfigured, but we can still trace the ancient
Egyptian and Mexican symbols and legends to

the same source. Sanchoniathon tells us that

Kronos, King of Atlantis, visited the south and

gave all Egypt to the god Taut, or Thoth, son

of Misor, or Mestor, mentioned by Plato.

Now, the Quiche legends represent the mystic
hero Votan as a legislator,and founder of mysteries.
The ballet of the Xahoh-Tun, or sacred tapirs, was
one of the principal features of the celebration of
those mysteries. The magnificent ruins of the
famous city called Zayi, testify to the present day
to the mystic importance attached to the sacred
dance of the Zayi, or Tapirs.

Furthermore, the Quiche manuscripts mention a
very important fact, namely, that Votan brought
the first tapirs (perissodactyle) to the Huehuetan
River, where they multiplied rapidly, and where °
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theyare still to be found in large numbers. Geolo-
gists are unable toascertain yet whether they existed
inthe Eocene period,but in deposits of Miocene date,
remains, undistinguishable generically and specific-
ally from the modern tapirs, have been found widely
distributed all over the globe, extending even to
France, Germany, and England, though they seem
to have become extinct in Europe before the Ple-
istocene period. They abound still in two widely-
separated regions of the earth, to wit, in Malaysia
and in America, and in no intervening places.
Another very strange fact to observe, is, that those
closely allied animals have not undergone any
amount of variation in forms during such an enor-
mous period; and while, since the Miocene period,
all other mammalian forms which existed, have
either become extinct, or have undergone extensive
modifications, tapirs have remained practically un-
changed. Itseems then very plausible to conclude
that Votan’s arrival in Central America could be
easily traced to a period corresponding to the great
cataclysm that submerged Atlantis; for tapirs have
disappeared everywhere, they can be found at pres-
ent only in an insignificant part of what belonged
formerly to a lost continent, and in America,
whither Votan imported them, most probably,
from his Atlantean home.

Moreover, the venerable men who danced the
ballet of the tapirs, carried a green palm in their
hands, the emblematic twig, which Noah’s dove

¢
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also brought as a sign of a new period of manifes-
tation of matter after a destructive cataclysm.
This is certainly a most remarkable coincidence,
proving the common origin of two great prehistoric
nations; who, though widely separated, agree still
in their symbolism. But it would be erroneous to
suppose that Atlantis or Poseidonis was only a
great island; it was a great continent which did not
disappear all at once, but sunk partly at different
times; the last of all being the once-considered
fabulous island of Atlantis. So that it does not
appear strange that the inhabitants who escaped
destruction should have located in opposite direc-
tions, and at an almost insuperable distance, because
they were living at a remote distance from each
other. It has been calculated that the famous
island described by Plato, according to the de-
scription his ancestor Solon had obtained from the
wise men of Sais, was submerged about 11,000
years ago. An occurrence, or rather phenomena,
of that kind could not happen if it was not a nat-
ural law in the evolutionary phases of the earth.
Lyell has remarked pertinently: “The connection
between the doctrine of successive catastrophes and
repeated deteriorations in the moral character of
the human race, is more intimate and natural than
might at first be imagined. For, in a rude state of
society, all great calamities are regarded by the
people as judgments of God on the wickedness of
men, In like manner, in the account given to Solon

oA A i
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by the Egyptian priests of the submersion of the
island of Atlantis under the waters of the ocean,
after repeated shocks of an earthquake, we find
that the event happened when Jupiter had seen
the moral depravity of the inhabitants.” The
vulgar loves always to seedivine interference where
there is really nothing but a natural phenomena.
The whole universe is subject to the same cyclic
law, which no power can change. We see every-
thing undergoing a slow transformation because
nothing is stationary. We follow an immense
spiral with many curves, either ascending or de-
scending, and always moving onwards impelled by
a secret force, cyclic law.

How can we reconstrue the chronology of the
ancient continents which have disappeared, is the
problem of the present? Madame Blavatsky
in her last work, “The Secret Doctrine,” says:
“The final disappearance of the largest continent
of Atlantis was an event coincident with the ele-
vation of the Alps. It is on this colossal cataclysm,
which lasted during a period of 150,000 years, that
traditions of all the deluges are built, the Jews build-
ing their version on an event which took place later,
in Poseidonis.” This opinion is based on informa-
tion furnished by occultists, and ought not to be
disregarded because science has not yet approved
of it. Geology mentions many deluges incom-
parably older, to wit, Paris, the gay capital of
France, has been covered by the sea four times.
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If we should wish, however, to iilustrate still more
forcibly the theory of the transformations which are
constantly changing the face of the earth, we
would refer to the fact that the bishop of Cou-
tances, only a thousand years ago, used to go to the
now island of Jersey, in a litter. It is also well
known that the English sea, or channel, is eating
up the French coast, and that it is only a question
of time when Paris will be again on the floor of
the Atlantic, slumbering for ®ons of ages previous
to a re-awakening to light.

But it stands to reason that, if a whole continent
could be sunk, other continents must have disap-
peared, while others will re-appear in future ages.
We find on Easter Island traces of a civilization en-
tirely different from the remains found either in
Egypt,Chaldea, or Central America. Itis not yet the
artistic and cultured productions of a refined race
like the Atlantean, but monstrous and cyclopean
relics, like the giant statues found also in some parts
of India. In the Lemurians we can discover the
authors of many gigantic monuments, and trace to
them all the legends of the different towers of
Babel which were built by the Quinamés in Cen-
tral America, and by the giants of the Mosaic
flood in Asia. Itis claimed that Africa is older
than any other continent which is inhabited at
present, and that America rose when Atlantis
sunk. Is it then surprising to find the same types.
legends, costumes, and traditions in Egypt and
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in Central America, the two widely separated
nations which belonged once to the highly civil-
ized Atlantean race? Of the Lemurians little is
left, and still less known; but of their successors,
the Atlanteans, we find remains widely spread, and
admire in Grecian and Egyptian philosophy, sci-
ence, and art, the cultured height to which they had
soared. If Egypt was so grandly, so eminently
superior when the Grecian sages considered her the
acme of all centers of learning and wisdom, what
was she at the apex of her glory? We can only
answer, We could not teach them anything that
they did not know, and we could learn a great deal
from them.

Sir Charles Lyell, the father of geology, referring
to the changes which occur periodically, says: “ Re-
specting the cosmogony of the Egyptian priests, we
gather much information from writers of the Gre-
cian sects, who borrowed almost all their tenets
from Egypt, and amongst others that of the former
successive destruction and renovation of the world.
We learn from Plutarch that this was the theme of
one of the hymns of Orpheus, so celebrated in
the fabulous ages of Greece. It was brought by
him from the banks of the Nile, and we even find in
his verses, as in the Indian systems, a definite period
assigned for the duration of every successive world.
The returns of great catastrophes were determined
by the present period of the Magnus Annus, or
great year, a cycle composed of the revolutions of

3
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the sun, moon, and planets, and terminating when
these return together to the sign whence they were
supposed at some remote epoch to set out. We
learn particularly from the Timaeus of Plato that
the Egyptians believed the world to be subject to
occasional conflagrations and deluges. The sect
of the Stoics adopted most fully the system of
catastrophes destined at intervals to destroy the
world. These, they taught, were of two kinds: the
cataclysm or destruction by water, and the ecpyro-
sis, or destruction by fire or submarine volca-
noes. From the Egyptians they derived the doc-
trine of the gradual debasement of man from
a state of innocence. Toward the termination of
each era the gods could no longer bear with the
wickedness of man, and a shock of the elements, or
a deluge, overwhelmed them; after which calamity
Astrea again descended on the earth to renew the
golden age.”

In Genesis we find exactly the same theory ex-
pounded: “And God saw that the wickedness of man
was great in the earth, and that every imagination
of the thoughts of his heart was only evil contin-
ually—and, behold, I even I, do bring a flood of
waters upon the earth, to destroy all flesh wherein
is the breath of life, from under heaven; and every-
thing that is in the earth shall die.” This passage
illustrates the cataclysm theory, and agrees with the
traditions of almost every ancient race.

The ecpyrosis theory is obvious in the following
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quotations: *“For we ‘will destroy this place, be-
cause the ‘cry’ of them is waxen great before the
face of the Lord; and the Lord hath sent us to de-
stroy it.” “Then the Lord rained upon Sodom
and upon Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the
Lord out of heaven; and he overthrew those cities,
and all the plain and all the inhabitants of the
cities, and that which grew upon the ground.”
This legend in Genesis does not apply to only
two cities, for wherefore are the words of Lot’s
daughter: “Our father is old, and there is not a
man in the earth to come in unto us after the
manner of all the earth; come let us make our
father drink wine, and we will lie with him, that
we may preserve seed of our father.” Such words
cannot certainly apply to one individual or his two
daughters, but to the disappearance of one race and
the dawn of another one. Thus it is claimed that
Lemuria perished by fire, but Atlantis sunk to the
bottom of the ocean.

We have archaological, ethnological, geological,
traditional, botanical, and even biological evi-
dences in support of the cyclic law which rules
the periods of deterioration and restoration. In
our own days the Sunda Island with 80,000
Malays sunk to the bottom of the Indian Ocean,
and Greenland is losing ground so fast that
no native will build by the sea-shore. Huxley
has conclusively demonstrated that the British
Islands have been submerged four times and then
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subsequently raised again, and consequently peo-
pled each time with a new race, which must have
come from some inhabited region. Madame
Blavatsky in her last work says: “I believe in
seven continents, four have disappeared, we live on
the fifth, and two more will appear in the future.”
And again: “Patala, the Hindu name for America,
antipodes of India, touched Atlantis. The Hindu
Aryans knew the last surviving island of Atlantis
which had perished soon after the upheaval of the
two Americas. Thus America is older than
Europe.” It is also the reason why we find in
India not only traces of Atlantean culture, but
also a few relics of an older race, some gigantic
remains of Lemuria, very scant it is true, but typi-
cal enough to insinuate a different epoch of dis-
proportionate size in men, animals, plants, and
monuments, such as would be suggested as having
existed in Eocene and Miocene periods. It is,
however, in Easter Island, that the greatest bulk of
such cyclopean statues has been discovered.

Lyell relates a series of volcanic phenomena,
earthquakes, troubled water, floating scoria, and
columns of smoke, which have been observed at
intervals since the middle of the last century, in a
space of open sea between longitudes 20° and 22°
west, about half a degree south of the equator.
“ These facts,” says Mr. Darwin, “seem to show
that an island or archipelago is in progress of for-
mation in the middle of the Atlantic. A line join-
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ing St. Helena and Ascension would, if prolonged
intersect this slowly nascent focus of volcanic ac-
tion. Should land be eventually formed here, it
will not be the first that has been produced by
igneous action in this ocean since it was inhabited
by the existing species of testacea. It would be
difficult to estimate too highly the commercial and
political importance which a group of islands
might acquire if, in the next two or three thousand
years, they should rise in mid-ocean between St.
Helena and Ascension.”

Donnelly quoting the same passage says:
“ These facts would seem to show that the great
fires which destroyed Atlantis are still smouldering
in the depths of the ocean; that the vast oscilla-
tions which carried Plato’s continent beneath the
sea may again bring it, with all its buried treasures,
to the light; and that even the wild imagination
of Jules Verne, when he described Captain Nemo,
in his diving-armor, looking down upon the tem-
ples and towers of the lost island, lit by the fires
of submarine volcanoes, had some groundwork of
possibility to build upon.” Sure enough, and if At-
lantis should re-ascend to the surface of the ocean,
as it will certainly in course of time, we might get
considerable information from her remains con-
cerning the Lemurian continent.

But what of the Hyperboreans? Who has not
read of the incomparable climate that could be
enjoyed in their country, which was sheltered from
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storms and wind; a blessed land from which origi-
nated tempests, storms, and wind, the producer of
them, but not the sufferer of any discomfort from
them. Herodotus bewails his inability to dis-
cover any traces of them. He wished to inquire
about them from their neighbors, the Arimaspes,
who, though they possessed only one eye, were
very clear-sighted, but they were unable to furnish
him with any information as to their where-
abouts. Other authors well versed in ancient
traditions give the name of Hyperborean to the
Enchanted Islands, where the Hesperides kept
watch over the famous golden apples. They were
supposed to be situated in some secluded spot
of the Occident.

The Greeks held in great veneration their two

great national poems, the Iliad and Odysseus;
and Homer’s geography was the theme and sub-
ject of many debates among their sages and philos-
ophers. They were as sacred to the Greeks as the
Bible is to-day to the Christians; and many times
twenty verses thereof furnished sufficient material
for thirty books, because the text was emblemati-
cal.

On his voyage to the Arctic regions, the Swed-
ish explorer Nordenskiold found fossils of horses,
sheep, elephants, rhinoceroses, mammoths, etc,
on a group of islands he discovered, which tends
to credit the report of an inhabited Hyperbo-
rean continent where there are only glaciers now.
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There are many allegories and ancient legends re-
ferring to the changes of climate in those distant
times, when, from a frigid zone, the polar lands
had become a country with a delightful tempera-
ture. Nearly all the gods of Egypt, Pheenicia,
Greece, and many other Pantheons, are of a
northern origin because formation is from north to
south, and they were all embodying true facts
relative to the history of the universe, or of
mankind. Mpythology illustrates the saying of
Lefevre: “ Nothing can save those that have run
their course. It would be necessary to extend
their cycle.”

Tacitus, speaking of the Hyperborean continent,
says: “ As I am inclined to believe that the sun
produces incense and aromatic plants in the East,
I am convinced that at the point where he sets, the
land being nearer to him, the earth exhales, on ac-
count of her proximity to him, those precious
juices which go towards forming amber.” It was
only a repetition of the beautiful allegory sung by
the ancient poets, in which they immortalized the
golden tears shed by Apollo, at the death of his
son Asculapius, and the hot tears which Phzton’s
sisters dropped when they were informed of his
untimely end. In both cases the tears were
changed into amber, the Greek word electron,
meaning the “stone of the sun.” Now, the Gre-
cian sages had said, a long time before Tacitus had
mentioned it, that amber was an exhalation of the
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earth, which was produced and hardened by the
sun, and that it was to be found in the Occident
and in the North. It is well known that it is an
exclusive product of northern seas, but principally
ofthe Baltic. The myth, when properly interpreted,
has reference to a change or rather transformation
of the earth, and indicative of the antiquity of man.
It is claimed by occultists that there is an eternal
land at the North Pole, which they call the “ White
Island.” They aver that it crowns the North Pole
like a skull cap, and that it is subject to no
changes whatever, remaining forever the same
during the period of manifestation which is run-
ning its course. They consider the North Pole
as the head of the earth, and the source of all ben-
eficial action taken under an astral, or cosmical,
point of view, while to the South Pole they attrib-
ute every lethal influence, for being the feet of the
earth.

The following statement is authenticated by
Mme. Blavatsky in her “ Secret Doctrine:” The
ancients made the polar circles seven instead of
two, as Europeans do, for Mount Meru, which is
the North Pole, is said to have seven gold and
seven silver steps leading to it. The two poles are
said to be the store-houses, the receptacles and lib-
erators at the same time of cosmic and terrestrial
vitality—electricity, from the surplus of which
the earth, had it not been for these two natural
safety-valves, would have rent to pieces long ago.
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At the same time, it is now a new theory that has
lately become an axiom, that the phenomena of
polar lights is accompanied by, and productive
of, strong sounds, like whistling, hissing, and crack-
ing.” The works of Trumholz on Aurora Borealis
contain considerable information on the same sub-
ject.

Many scientists admit that formation runs from
north to south, strengthening by that assertion the
theory that the first continent was situated at the
North Pole, while astronomically and allegorically
the Celestial Pole, with its pole-star in heaven, is
Meru among the Hindus; it is the seat of Brahma,
as it was the throne of Jupiter. Typology begins
with the constellation of Ursa Major, the primor-
dial figure of the sacred number seven, the origin
of numbers. With the pole-star of the Dragon
are connected the greatest myths of archaic wisdom
which we are recovering slowly in the ruined mon-
uments of ancient races. Even the Greeks con-
tinued the traditions of past ages in their Hy-
perborean Apollo, and the fossils discovered by
Nordenskiold seem to confirm the reality of a Hy-
perborean continent. It is also admitted by
all naturalists that during the Miocene period,
whether one or several million years ago, Green-
land and Spitzbergen had almost a tropical climate;
and occultists place their second or Hyperborean
continent exactly in the same region.



CHAPTER IIL
PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE RACES.

¢ Necessity and chance approach me not,
And what I will—is fate.”

THE word “creation,” as we understand it, with
an anthropomorphic God,who has existed eternally
in idleness, and who draws everything out of noth-
ing, is so supremely ridiculous that it never entered
the more rational conceptions of the ancients.
Even the Hindus of our nineteenth century
cannot comprehend such a ludicrous idea.

In a dialogue between the “Eternal Father” and
the Superintendent of the Milky Way, Eugene
Nus exclaims humorously: “ There are, however,
some pecople down below, who pretend that in
your whole existence, you worked only one week,
and that from the first Sunday on, you have re-
mained with crossed arms, looking on.” To this
the Almighty answers: “It is easily understood
that those people have not to fill up space. Who
has been relating to them such fictions?”

“A man who pretends that you spoke to him
from a burning bush.”

‘“In myjwhole life I never spoke to anyone from
any burning bush, but I do so through the voices
of blackbirds and linnets, and I have never seen
any fiery bush except in decorations of theaters.

(42)
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That man has taken advantage of the innocence
of his brethren. If they have invented many
things like that about me, they must have conceived
a very queer ideal of what I am on the superficie
of yonder abortive planet.”

And so it is. Our sun is only a third-class
luminary, and the earth is neither the largest nor
the best planet. It is not provided with such a
beautiful system of rings as Saturn, or with as
many satellites as either of the larger planets which
move around our yellow sun. Qur superiority
exists only in our conceit, and while we know
scientifically that not one inch of space can be
called empty, it is reasonable to deduce that the
universe existed before our earth was born into
our present planetary system, and that it would
continue to do so should our globe disappear now.
The universe is boundless, limitless, and there is
not a finger’s breadth of void space anywhere, for
matter is eternal, only it is forever undergoing trans-
formations. We find a true system of cosmogenesis
in ancient manuscripts that is common to every
prehistoric nation. The same ideas abound in
Hebraic Genesis, though the thick veil of symbolism
that surrounds them has largely contributed to-
wards misleading mankind. The Central Amer-
ican nations possessed an original Quiche document
which is known under the name of manuscript of
Chichicastenango. The same arrangement pre-
vails in it. In every description relating to cosmic
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evolution, the narrator seems to be bent upon
keeping back from the common herd the mysteries
of the awakening of slumbering energies. Through
the preconcerted darkness of the Quiche text, one
can perceive the skillful hand of the priests of
ancient times lowering the veil of symbolism upon
the recital of the evolution of our planet. In the
beginning no name is given to the Divinity; the
formation of the universe, says the manuscript,
proclaims the existence of a first cause, and is the
incontestable proof of it. The immaculate One
stands alone above the thoughts of the vulgar.
They knew of Its existence,wise men worshiped It,
but as It was formless and shapeless, no temple, no
altar could be dedicated to It.

““O first and greatest God; by gods adored,
We own thy power, our Father and our Lord.”
—llzad,

“The Jews,” says Rev. Robert Taylor, “had a
superstition of not uttering the incomparable name
of God.” They had a good reason not to utter it,
as they were not allowed to know it. Among the
ancient nations it was a secret which was com-
municated only to the highest initiates, and even
in Genesis, in the initial chapters, there is no such
word as God, but the collective name Elohim is
used throughout.

It is, however, in the philosophical schools of
India that this system of an ever-existing principle
is best expounded. The same doctrine is re-echoed
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by Hegel, who identifies absolute being or be-ness
with non-being, and represents the universe as an
eternal becoming. No one has ever given a better
definition of the universal laws that rule the visible
and invisible space than a sage of our present era :
“The present is the child of the past, the future the
begotten of the present, and yet, O present mo-
ment, knowest thou not that thou hast no parent,
nor canst thou have a child; that thou art ever be-
getting but thyself? Before thou hast even begun
to say, I am the progeny of the departed moment,
the child of the past, thou hast become that past
itself. Before thou utterest the last syllable, be-
hold! thou art no more the present but verily that
future! Thus are the past, the present, and the
future the ever living trinity in one Mahamaya or
the absolute Is.”

In the Quiche cosmogony, we find conceptions
conforming exactly with the teachings of the wisest
inations: “ Thus He was, when all was quiet and
calm, when all was peaceful and silent, when _noth-
ing yet had stirred in the void of space.

The image of earth did not yet appear, the sea
surrounded heaven, but all was shapeless, breath-
less, nothing was visible, all was motionless and
peaceful, and amidst that infinite calm, only the
indescribable One was. Dimly at first, a small
speck appeared slowly moving on the boundless
ocean. It assumed gradually the form of a boat,
sailing towards an unknown region. Out of the
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pitch-like darkness came the fathers and generators
wrapped in sky-blue robes, and they were named
Gucumatz, which means serpent with dazzling
azure wings; for they were illustrious sages, great
scientific masters. They produced heaven, and
but for them the “heart of heaven” exists. This
agrees perfectly well with the theory of a central
sun adopted by many occultists and philosophers,
and partially recognized by scientists, who ac-
knowledge that there must be a central point
somewhere in the Milky Way. We find also a
repetition of the doctrine of universal life, which
was taught by the ancients, to which human mind
is returning now, and which science is sullenly ad-
mitting by tracing its signs everywhere. It was
Plato’s “Anima Mundi,” a doctrine as old as the
world.

The central sun of the occultists, science has ac-
cepted astronomically, for it cannot deny the pres-
ence in sidereal space of a central body in the
Milky Way, a point unseen and mysterious, the
ever-hidden center of attraction of our sun and
planetary system. While the western occultists
and Jewish Kabalists claim that in this sun the
Godhead is especially present, they accordingly
refer to it the volitional acts of a Supreme Being,
modeled upon the pattern furnished by theologians;
the Eastern Initiates, however, take a different view
of the subject. “They maintain,” says a modern
author, “that as the super-divine essence of the
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unknown Absolute is equally in every domain and
place, the central sun is simply the center of uni-
versal life—electricity—the reservoir within which
that divine radiance (already differentiated at the
beginning of every creation) is focused. Though
still in a laya, or neutral condition, it is, neverthe-
less, the one attracting, as also the ever-emitting,
life center.”

Now, if we accept the theory of universal life,
we must admit the different creations mentioned
in ancient manuscripts. In an old Mexican doc-
ument four attempts at creating a perfect man are
referred to; it is called the manuscript of Chimal-
popoca. Among the Quiches, the attempts are
only three, as enumerated in the manuscript of
Chichicastenango. If we bearin mind that America
and India drew their information from their At-
lantean ancestors, we will not wonder at the co-
incidence of their traditions. ‘“Theancients,” says
the Codex Chimalpopoca, “knew that in the year
1, Tochtli (Toltec and Aztec sacred chronology),
the sky and earth had emerged out of chaos, and
that, when it occurred thrice previously, life had
been manifested on this planet, and man had ap-
peared on earth for a fourth time. They also had
an exact knowledge of the date corresponding to
each periodical re-awakening, and used to claim
that from “ashes God had formed man on the
seventh day, but to Quetzalcohuat! they attributed
the honor of producing a perfect human being.”
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The same idea is repeatedly expressed in the
Kabala, in the “Book of Concealed Mystery,” in
the “Greater Holy Assembly,” and in the “Lesser
Holy Assembly.” Those fruitless attempts at
creating a perfect physical man are recorded in
the passages describing the appearance and dis-
appearance of the Edomite kings: “And there
are kings which have reigned in ADVM, Edom.
In the land of Edom; that is in the place wherein
all judgments exist.” Here we feel bound to re-
mind the reader that the science of Gematria,
or first division of the so-called literal Kabala, is
based on the correspondence between words and
numbers, and their relative numerical value, each
Hebrew letter representing also a quantity. Thus,
in the above quotation, the sense of the sentence.is
contained in the word ADVM=144+6+40=5I
=Na=Failure. Na, being synonymous with 5I,
expresses pain, and also unbalanced force, which is
the source of failure. Consequently the seven
Edomite kings refer to the prior worlds as well as
to the first races.

“And because that constitution of Adam was
not as yet found, they could not subsist nor be
conformed, and they were destroyed. Have they
then been abolished, and are all these included ?
For truly they were abolished that they might be
withdrawn from form until there should come forth
the representative of Adam.” We could quote ex-
tensively from the books of the Kabala concerning

3
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the subject of prior worlds and early earthly races,,
which were only expressions of unbalanced force,
but we will end our digression by stating that our
race began, according to kabalistical reckonings,
when the sun entered the sign of the Bull having
in opposition the Scorpion, which embodies the
symbol of the generative principle. It was fol-
lowed by the Balance when the sun entered the
zodiacal division of the Ram.

In the Quiche manuscript we find the following
version: “After having brought forth the earth, with
its mountains, forests, and seas, and having re-
plenished them with animals of all species, the
gods, who accompanied the blue-feathered serpent,
proceeded to the formation of man, but twice they
failed in their undertaking. In their first attempt
they brought out a man of clay, a fragile, worth-
less thing, who melted under the first shower of
rain. Disgusted with their first offspring, the crea-
tors abandoned him to his fate, without giving up
their self-imposed task. It becomes apparent that
they realized that a more substantial creature alone
could withstand the climatic changes which our
planet was undergoing. Consequently they met
with such insuperable obstacles in their endeavor
to form a being suitable to existing conditions,
that they required the assistance of two powerful
chiefs of the magic art.” The latter responded
promptly to the call of their masters; they traced
lines and circles, they scattered grains of corn and
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pieces of dogwood (or tzite) around, they addressed
invocations to the sun, and behold! a wooden man
appeared followed by a cibak woman, z ¢, made
of the marrow of the iris (reed). While creating
these new beings, the gods had intended to cor-
rect the defects of the race that was modeled out
of clay, yet they failed again. Those wooden men
looked stiff; they had neither blood, fat, nor fluidic
element; they were ungraceful; their complexion
was sallow; their hands and feet were dried up;
and though they were endowed with a tongue,
they lacked intelligence. They propagated their
species so rapidly that the whole earth was soon
swarming with beings who resembled them. They
were so ungrateful that they brought upon them
the wrath of their divine makers, whom they for-
got as soon as they came out of their hands.
Therefore, they were doomed to destruction. A
burning shower of bitumen and resin rained upon
them. However, this ill-fated race did not en-
tirely perish, because the celestial creators wished
to preserve a small number of them, to perpetuate
the remembrance of the wooden men they had
generated. They live now in woods and forests,
and are known to us under the name of apes.”

The passage describing the emerging of the
human race at the dawn of the third creation
begins as follows: “Here we must consider man
and what could compose his flesh, for so far he
had none.” If we admit the immortality of the

.
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soul, or rather that something, whatever its
name may be, survives our body, that something
must have always been in existence, at least in
essence, or it would perish, on the principle that
what has a beginning must have an end. “The un-
iverse,” says a modern philosopher, “is not an effect,
it is the cause of all effects; every being it contains
is the necessary effect of this cause, which some-
times shows us its manner of acting, but generally
conceals its operations. Men use the word chance
to hide their ignorance of true causes, which, though
not understood, act not less according to certain
laws. There is no effect without a cause. Nature
is a word used to denote the immense assemblage
of beings, various mratter, infinite combinations,
and diversified motions that we behold. All bodies
organized or unorganized are necessary effects of
certain causes. Nothing in nature can happen by
chance. Everything is -subject to fixed laws.
These laws are only the necessary connection of
certain effects with their causes. One atom of
matter cannot meet another by chance; this meet-
ing is the effect of permanent laws, which cause
every being necessarily to act as it does, and hinder
it from acting otherwise, in given circumstances
To talk of the fortuitous concourse of atoms, or to
attribute some effects to chance, is merely saying
that we are ignorant of the laws by which bodies
act,meet, combine, or separate. If we substitute the
words divine interference for chance, we have an
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irresistible argument in favor of an ever-existing
principle, which we are all agreed to call matter.”
Such argument, if adopted as a fact, would become
the death-blow to all special creation theories, and
render it absolutely necessary to admit the existence
of lost continents and diversified races. It would
strengthen the belief founded upon hoary traditions,
of human species differently framed from our histor-
ical generations, and endowed with qualities not
pertaining to our present races. Geologists have
forcibly demonstrated the transformations that the
animal kingdom has undergone from the Eocene
period; but anthropologists have done less towards
clearing up the mystery that surrounds man’s early
existence. Professor Baunmgartner says: “The
first men who proceeded from the germs of animals
beneath them, lived first in a larva state” The
point is essentially important but not thoroughly
true, because it has not been proven yet whether
man was first to appear on earth, or animals pre-
ceded him. Occultists assure us that human beings
were evolved -before their dumb brothers, and that
the latter were the result of man’s cast-off tissues.
They give us a very plausible story of the early
races, and allow us a glimpse into the mysterious
records of by-gone ages. In the Kabala, and in
the Eastern philosophical works, we find an elabo-
rate system in which man emanates from a group
of seven celestial men. The same idea permeates
the first chapter of Genesis, in which Elohim (not
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God as translated) is the principal actor: “And
Elohim said : ‘Let there be light; and there was
light”” It means simply that the first race was
composed of ethereal beings, spiritual, but lacking
the intelligence which had to be acquired through
a long course of training upon our -little planet,
earth. There was no sex disqemible, in either
animals or men, and they developed monstrous
bodies which were adapted to their coarse sur-
roundings. As light was the first wish expressed
by Elohim, so sight must have been the first sense
which men acquired in the early period, when they
were generated by the diviné creators,as expressed
in the Quiché text. At the close of what the
Buddhists call the first round, man must have be-
come more material, thus falling surely, though
slowly, into generation. Of that first race, science
cannot identify any remains in the lower strata of
the Primordial epoch, for there are none. How long
man retained a sufficiency of his spiritual natute to
control matter, is hard guess-work. Traditions and
legends remember only the epoch when he had
developed a gigantic stature,and had become an
enemy of his own spiritual ancestors. In the
Greek Theogony, Gea, the earth, unites herself to
Uranus or heaven, and begets the first gods, better
known under the names of Cyclopes, Titans and
Centimanes. Prompted by their mother they con-
spire against their father, and induce Kronos, the
youngest and bravest of them, to lay violent hands
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on Uranus. In Genesis, a story somewhat similar
to the pagan version is related in chapter vi:
“ There were giants in the earth in those days; and
also after that, when the sons of God came in unto
the daughters of men,and they bare children to
them, the same became mighty men which were of
old, men of renown.” Hesiod records, also, the
tradition about the men of the age of bronze
(the admixture of two metals being very significant),
whom Jupiter had made out of ashwood, and who
had hearts harder than diamonds. Clad in bronze
from head to foot, they passed their lives fighting.
So was one of the Central American races made out
of wood, and so were their giants proud and over-
bearing. Thus, we find a popular belief among the
ancients resting on a truthful basis.

Madame Blavatsky, the expounder of the occult-
ist’s doctrines, avers that the men of the third race
were the ancestors of the Atlanteans. They were
just such ape-like, intellectually senseless, giants as
were those beings who, during the third period, rep-
resented humanity. Morally irresponsible, it was
these third-race men who, through promiscuous
connection with animal species lower than them-
selves, created the missing link, which became, ages
later (in the tertiary period) only, the remote ances-
tor of the real ape, as we find it now, in the pithe-
coid family. Again we find occult docrines agree-
ing with ancient legends as preserved in the Quiche
manuscript: “ However the whole race did not en-
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tirely perish, the divine creators preserved a small
number of those ungrateful beings in memory of
the wooden men they had generated. They live
now in woods and forests, and are known to us by
the name of apes.”” This theory dissents from
Darwinism surely, but it has been eagerly caught
by some men of science. Among them a well-
known Hanoverian is showing with great ingenuity
that Darwin was wholly mistaken in tracing man
back to the ape. On the contrary, he maintains
that it is the ape which is evolved from man. This
is a purely Brahmanic, Buddhistic, and Kabalistic,
philosophy resting on the inevitable law of neces-
sity, which rules in every manifestation of matter,
and governs the growth and decadence or degener-
ation of every race.” If we consider the truthful
assertion that the earth began by being a liquid
ball of fire, a protoplasmic phantom of what it is
now, we must conclude that man must have fol-
lowed the course of his mother, and have been also
a fiery ball, which acquired solidity in the course
of time. It is rational to deduce therefore that he
was sexless at first, developed into an androgynous
being, and at last separated into male and female.
According to the Hindu calendar, the separation of
sexes occurred 18,618,728 years ago.

The third raceis called by the occultists the
‘“Sons of passive Yoga,” becaiise it was produced
unconsciously by the second race, which, because it
was intellectually inactive, is supposed to have
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been constantly plunged in a kind of blank or ab-
stract contemplation, as required by the conditions
of the Yoga state. How quickly they progressed
materially and intellectually can be only surmised
if we accept the traditions of occultism, which de-
pict the Lemuro Atlantean of the closing third race
as a highly civilized individual. ~That during the
early geological periods men built large cities, culti-
vated arts and sciences, possessed a knowledge of
natural laws which we are only recovering slowly,
and were experts in astronomy and mathematics,
is incontrovertible. The further we push our re-
searches, the more convincing the argument be-
comes. Take, for example, the *“ Book of Nabath-
ean Agriculture.” Dr. Chwolson agrees with Qua-
tremere that it contains no trace of Christianity, or
of the existence of Arsacian, Selucian, and Sas-
sanidan rule. Twenty Babylonian kings are
enumerated in the Agriculture, and of these twenty
names, there is not one which coincides with that
of a king of any known Babylonian dynasty. In
separating into their respective classes the quota-
tions which are mingled together in the Agricult-
ure, the finds at Babylon a rich and varied liter-
ature, fully equal to that which was developed
among the Greeks several thousand years later.
All the sages mentioned are priests, founders of re-
ligions, moralists, naturalists, astronomers, agri-
culturists, and are universally endeavoring to intro-
duce a worship freed from idolatrous superstitions.
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Now the word Nabathean comes from Nebo, the
deity of the planet Mercury, and the god of Wisdom
Mercury,was also Hermes; thus Nebo, Mercury and
Hermes represent the same idea,and link threegreat
nations of ancient times closely together. Their
reimains disclose no nascent civilization; on the con-
trary, they exhibit an uninterrupted line of evidences
tending to prove that they enjoyed all the bene-
fits of highly cultured nations, but the origin thereof
is lost in the night of time.

In Hesiod’s “Theogony,” we find the evolution
of the human race from a spiritual plane down
to our present physical state graphically described
and the history of the growth and disappearance
of the continents on which men thrived, is fully
recorded. As Uranus destroyed his children from
Gaia by confining them in the bosom of the earth,
Tythea, so Kronos, at the second stage of crea-
tion, destroyed his children from Rhea by devour-
ing them; an allusion to the fruitless efforts of
nature to produce real human men, which we
have previously quoted from the Quiche text.
Then comes Zeus Jupiter, who dethroned his father,
the same disrespectful son found in every cosmog-
ony. He is described by Hermes as the Heavenly
Man or Pymander, and by Moses under the name
of Adam and Ham.

Uranus.s the Varuna of the Hindus; it embodies
the grandest conception of Archaic races, and is
synonymous with the Ceelum of the Latins, or a
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vault, a hollow, a concave extension, which unites
with the earth, or Terra. The latter word is derived
from the past participle 7ersa (the dry element), in
opposition to mare, the wet element, and reveals
the fundamental basis of the Mosaic Genesis, and
of every cosmogony, and the principal structure of
all religions, in their primeval phases of heav-
enly and earthly dualities. *It takes earth and
water to create a human soul,” says Moses. Adam,
Jehovah, Brahma, and Mars are in one sense iden-
tical, because they are all symbols of primitive or
initial generative powers for the purpose of human
procreation. The word Adam means red, and so
does Brah ma—Viraj—while the planet Mars is de-
picted red by astronomers, and the god Mars, as
well as Jehovah, was the god of war and bloodshed.
Water is understood to be the blood of the earth,
and the names of the deities connected with the di-
vine generators of mankind are synonymous with
either earth or water. Mars is identical with Kar-
tiktya, who in one sense is the god of war of the
Hindus, and was born of the sweat of Siva and the
earth. In the Mahabharata, he is shown as born
without the intervention of a woman, and he is
called ¢ Lohita,” the red, like Adam and the other
“first men.” Hence, the author of the “Source of
Measure” is quite right in thinking that Mars,
and all the other gods of like attributes, being the
gods of war and of bloodshed, were the outgrowth
of a secondary idea flowing out of the primary
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one of shedding blood in conception, for the first
time. Hence, Jehovah became later a fighting god,
“ Lord of Hosts,” and one who commanded war.
Plato states that the deity geometrizes in fabricat-
ing the universe, and his assertion is corroborated
in the Sepher—]Jesirah—or numbers of creation,
in which the whole process of evolution is given
out in numbers. In its “ 32 paths of Wisdom,”
the number 3 is repeated four times and the num-
ber 4 five times. Therefore the wisdom of the
creating powers is contained in numbers. The
word sepher or seph-ra, when unvoweled, means to
cipher: “ And Alhim (31,415 to 1) said: Let there
be light (20,612 to 6,561). In the Zohar and the
Sepher Jesirah, the archaic doctrines could have
been traced back to their original sources, but
what was left of them was subsequently embodied
in the Pentateuch proper, and especially in Gene-
sis. The latter contains sublime pages referring
to the manifestation of matter in its secondary
stage, but theogony is left out, and the word God
is certainly not mentioned in the initial chapters
of Genesis, the collective name of Elohim being
used throughout in the original text. “And
Elohim said: Let us make man in our image, after
our likeness: and let them have dominion over the
fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and
over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over
every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.”
“So Elohim created man in his own image, in the
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image of Elohim created he him; male and female
created he them.” This passage is constantly mis-
construed, for it does not refer to our present
supremely material race, but to the Heavenly Man
of the Kabalists, the collective group of celes-
tial men of the occultists, the companions of the
“Azure Winged Serpent” of the Quichés, the
gods, creators, and generators of the human race.
“ Male and female created he them,” does not refer
to one single man, but to many, emanating from
their divine prototypes and endowed with the
power of reproducing their species. They were
androgynous, as stated so explicitly in the passage
just quoted. This first man is the Sephirothal
Host of the Kabalists, and is entirely different from
the Adam of the second chapter. That it must
have been an etherial being is conclusively deduced
by the second chapter, in which we find an unan-
swerable sentence: “And every plant of the field
before it was in the earth, and every herb of the
field before it grew: for the Lord God had not
caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was not
a man to till the ground,” is a flat contradiction
to the hypothesis that the man of the first chapter
was a human being, with flesh and bone. He was,
on the contrary, a shadow, an astral form, like the
plants and animals which were following the same
course of evolution delineated by his prototypes,
and the earth itself was still a fluidic mass. “But
there went up a mist from the earth and watered the
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whole face of the ground.” Here we can notice
the first initiatory step toward materializing the
earth and everything thereon, and the second
Adam appears. Heis not modeled at the likeness
of Elohim: “And Elohim formed man of the
dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils
the breath of life; and man became a living soul.”
As we understand that Elohim here represents the
three lowest spiritual beings of the Sephirothal
Host, we may infer that, while one of them made
earthly Adam of dust, the other breathed into
him the breath of life, and the third one made him
a living soul, all of which is implied in the plural
number of Elohim. The being thus evolved is still
mindless, non-intelligent. Itis only in the third
Adam, the one in which the sexes separate, that the
" rebellion of matter against spirit becomes manifest.
That they were both naked, and were not ashamed,
proves their innocence, and their lack of intelli-
gence.

Adam is the personification of a dual being,—the
Creator, a celestial being, and his progeny, the
terrestrial Adam, who had only wnephesk, ‘the
breath of life,” and received a living soul into his
material body after his fall. Thus,the word Adam
was a form of universal symbol, which, even among
the Jews, indicated four distinct races: 1. An ethe-
real, shadowy spiritual man. 2. A protoplastic,
androgynous being. 3. An innocent Adam, made
of dust. 4. The fallen Adam, progenitor of our
own race.
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That men were evolved at first without being
begotten, and had to develop the five senses we
possess now successively, according to the immuta-
ble laws that govern this universe, we cannot doubt-
We may be assured also that during the immense
geological periods required for the solidification of
the earth, beings analogous to her extant condition
swarmed in her bosom, and on her surface, as they
do now. What keeps mankind plunged into abject
ignorance, is the double sense of sacred writings.
Eschylus, author of the Trilogy and * Prometheus
Bound,” was condemned to be stoned to death,
being charged with sacrilege by the Athenians for
revealing the mysteries. In every age, it has been
dangerous to depart from prejudices consecrated
by opinion. All that the most enlightened men
could do was to speak ambiguously, though, from
a base complaisance, they often mix falsehood with
truth. Several had a double doctrine, one public
and the other secret, and as no key was available
except to initiates, their true sentiments have be-
come unintelligible, and have given rise to all theo-
logical doctrines.
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CHAPTER IV

THE SACRED SCRIPTURES.

“In contemplation if a man begin with certainties, he will end in
doubts; but if he will be content to begin with doubts, he shall end
in certainties.”—Bacon.

“ THE highest honor we can pay to truth is to
show our confidence in it, and our desire to have it
sifted and analyzed by how rough a process soever;
as being well. assured that it is that alone that can
abide all tests, and which, like the genuine gold,
will come out all the purer from the fiercer fire.”
(Rev. Robert Taylor, in “Diegesis.”) Symbology
is so thoroughly linked with mythology, whether
ancient or archaic, that a knowledge of both is
requisite to become conversant with the primitive
way of conveying ideas, and as mythology was the
origin of every religious tenet extant in the world,
we will trace presently our own Christian doctrine
back to its true source. There is a natural con-
nection between all religions, and there is one also
between all languages; both are the result of cycles
of evolution, they are the outgrowth of a primitive
germ, lost in the night of time. To suppose that
our Christian religion was the result of a special
revelation with ne reliable evidence to corroborate
such an assertion, is to build on a sandy founda-
tion. No nation ever made such a pretense in

(63)
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antiquity, except a hybrid race, the Jews, who, even
in religious matters, were the old-clothes men of the
world. Whatever they gathered from the neigh-
boring nations on cosmogony and theology does
not show any real mark of improvement. The
Orientalists, Egyptologists,and Assyriologists have
discovered, one by one, every Hebraic legend which
was claimed to be unique or original, in the re-
covered documents of prehistoric races. The
pious Sir William Jones concludes his “Asiatic
Researches” with the following sentences: “Thus
have I attempted to trace, with a confidence, con-
tinually increasing as I advanced, a parallel between
the gods adored in Greece, Italy, and India; but
which was the original system, and which the copy,
I will not presume to decide. I am persuaded,
however, that a connection existed between the old
idolatrous nations of Egypt, India, Greece, and
Italy, long before the birth of Moses.” The great
Orientalist leaves the reader without expressing his
own conclusion, because, undoubtedly, “too much
light is hurtful to the eyes.”

The oldest religions in the world, known at
present, are the Indian, Mazdean, and Egyptian.
They were established on the same basis, as proven
by their sacred Scriptures,—the Vedas of the
Hindus, the Zend Avesta of the Parsees, the Book
of the Dead, and the Ritual of the*!Egyptians,—and
none can be understood without a previous knowl-
edge of symbology. Then comes the Chaldean
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religion next. It is known generally under the dis-
figured phase of Sabeism, as interpreted by archa-
ologists who have recovered the “Book of Num-
bers,” the Assyrian tiles, and four books belonging
to the collection called, singularly enough, “The
Nabathean Agriculture.” This last work allows us
a faint glimpse into the realm of Chaldean philoso-
phy. From the Egyptian and Babylonian systems
the Jews derived their Bible, which is undoubtedly
the youngest Scripture claiming divine inspirations
if we except the Koran, or Book of God. The
latter appeared last, and had the best opportunity
for plagiarism.

The application of chronology to matters of
faith is exhibited nowhere except in the Jewish
Bible, and it does not redound to the credit of its
authors. Anterior to King David’s feign, there is
no data of any reliable historian which confirms
one single fact related in the Old Testament. The
Jewish historian Josephus lived about sixty years
after the date attributed to Jesus’ apparition, or in-
carnation on earth, and his works are constantly
brought forward as authoritativee. He sought
vainly for the testimony of Egyptian authors to
support the pretensions he advanced concerning
the antiquity of the Hebrews. Not one of them
has so much as mentioned the prodigies of Moses, or
held out the least' :limpse of probability, or coinci-
dence to his romantic tale. The drowning of a
Pharaoh with his whole army would certainly have
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been recorded in the annals of a people, that has
left us so many imperishable mementoes of its
past, but not a single fact has ever been discovered,
among the historical relics of any of the Hebrew
contemporaries, corroborating their historical Bible
previous to holy King David. The whole fable of
Moses, however, is to be found in the Orphic
verses sung in the orgies of Bacchus, as celebrated in
Egypt, Syria, Asia Minor, and Greece, ages before
such people as the Jews were known to be in exist-
ence. The Chaldean tablets give the allegorical de-
scription of creation, the fall, the flood, and the
tower of Babel, with the history of Moses. How
can the Pentateuch be called a revelation? The
tower of Babel especially was a myth very widely
spread, even in America, ages before the landing
of the Spanidrds. In a work translated by Fray
Diego Duran, in 1579, called “ History of New
Spain,” and deposited in the Royal Library of
Madrid, the version of it is: “ After they had
raised it so high that it reached the sky, the Lord
of the Divine Heights said to the inhabitants of
heaven : ‘ Have you notiged how the inhabitants
of the earth have built such a high and superb
tower to ascend here, because they are enticed
hither by the beauty and brightness of the sun?
Come, let us confound them, for it is not just that
those who live on the earth, and are in the flesh,
should mix with us.’ Instantly the inhabitants
of the skies rushed from the four corners of the
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world, and like lightning destroyed the building
which men -had raised; whereupon the terror-
stricken giants were separated and scattered on all
sides of the earth.”—Clap. 1, Vol. 1.

None better than the Jews knew that a hidden
meaning was underlying the text of the first books
of the Bible, for the keys to it are concealed in
some secret philosophical works called the Kabala,
which, like their theology, was nothing more than
the Oriental philosophy plagiarized, and remodeled
to suit their own conceit. In the course of their
ramblings into the adjacent countries of Egypt,
Assyria, and Phceenicia, they could not help learn-
ing the tenets of the doctrines of those nations.
“One thing, indeed,” says the great ecclesiastical
writer, Mosheim, “appears at first sight very re-
markable—that the variety of religions and gods
in the heathen world neither produced wars nor
dissensions among the different nations.” Cer-
tainly it did not, for learned men allege, with the
most convincing arguments, that the principal
deities of all the Gentiles resembled each other in
their essential characters, and that their being wor-
shiped under different names could not bring any
confusion into mythology, since they were all de-
rived from the same source; a fact demonstrated
by symbology most conclusively.” “The various
modes of worship which prevailed in the Roman
world,” says Gibbon, “ were all considered by the
people as equally true—by the philosophers as
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equally false, and by the magistrates as equally
useful.

“ Both the interests of the priests and the cre-
dulity of the people were sufficiently respected. In
their writings and conversation the philosophers
of antiquity asserted the independent dignity of
reason; but they resigned their actions to the com-
mands of law and custom. Viewing with a smile
of pity and indulgence the various errors of the
vulgar, they diligently practiced the ceremonies of
their fathers, devoutly frequented the temples of
the gods, and sometimes, condescending to act a
part on the theater of superstition, they concealed
the sentiments of an atheist under the sacerdotal
robe. Reasoners of such a temper were scarcely
inclined to wrangle about their respective modes of
faith, or of worship. It was indifferent to them
what shape the folly of the multitude might choose
to assume; and they approached with the same
inward contempt and the same external reverence
to the altars of the Lydian, the Olympian, or the
Capitoline Jupiter.” Gibbon’s elegant account of
the matter is only partially true, for the very in-
stitution of the mysteries is an eloquent answer to
an accusation of atheism at large, or of popular
folly. Mythology is the imperishable book in
which nature has written in indelible characters a
priceless record, the history of mankind on the lit-
tle planet earth. The ancients knew it so well that
they gave manifold meanings to their symbolical
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gods, and wrapped their sacred writings with such
an impenetrable veil of mystery, that they re-
mained sealed books to the ignorant people, and
will remain so for many years to come.

In the “Lesser Mysteries” all that was histori-
cal and interpretative was communicated to the
neophytes, but the “ Greater Mysteries” were re-
served for those whose spiritual unfoldment en-
titled them to the knowledge of truth, and the
secret workings of nature. From the Egyptians
down to the Jews, the correct measure of time was
considered such a great secret, that, to reveal it to
uninitiated persons, was considered as a most hein-
ous sin. Moreover, the Hebrews taught that to
divulge the Rabbinical mysteries to any outsider,
or impart to them the secrets contained in the
Kabala, was like eating of the fruit of the Tree of
Knowledge; it was punishable by death. How then
can the Christian gospel teachers pretend to ex-
plain the Bible to small children? It seems al-
most too ludicrous to be believed, when one knows
that without the key to it, the Old Testament is
incomprehensible. The sacred books of all the
ancient nations require another book to be inter-
preted by, and as the Hebrews concealed the key
to their Holy Scriptures in the Kabala, the Hindus
hid the one to their Vedas in the Upanishads.
Cowell has remarked very pertinently that “the
Upanishads breathe an entirely different spirit
from other Brahmanical writings,” they bear an



70 FACING THE SYHINX.

expression of thought unknown in any earlier
work, except the Rig Veda hymns. When truly
interpreted, the Vedas, the Zend Avesta, and the
Jewish Bible will revolutionize the world; they
will be the death of those false theologies, built
upon ignorance and falsification. They were un-
wittingly the cause of the evil; in their true inter-
pretion lies the remedy. Read by the light of the
Zohar, the initial four chapters of Genesis, which
have been criticised so severely, become a highly
philosophical fragment in the history of the world’s
cosmogony, and agree thoroughly with the records
kept by many other nations, and on other conti-
nents, 7. ¢, America. The Pentateuch’is a collec-
tion of allegorical legends, not always a suitable
reading for youth. In their symbolical garb they
are a myth, a nursery tale, a monstrous at-
tempt to play havoc with science and logic, an evi-
dent effect of the spite of Jehovah’s followers. To
have let them serve as a prologue to Christianity
was the greatest error committed by the early
Fathers of the church, who knew very well what
the Pentateuch meant, and who appropriated it
against the wishes of the Rabbis. The latter ex-
ercised the severest vengeance by allowing the
Christians to remain in possession of the dead let-
ter, while they kept the secret meaning to them-
selves.

Christianity, however, is not connected so abso-
lutely with the Jewish religion as to owe it its ex-
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istence. On the contrary, many of the shrewder
advocates of the present system have expressed
frequently their desire that the two doctrines
should be considered independent of each other.
“The law was given by Moses, but grace and truth
came by Jesus Christ,” says John; and then again,
“All that ever came before me are thieves and
robbers,” quoting Christ’s own words to his apostles
when referring to the old dispensation. We agree
with the apostle’s last sentence, so we will proceed
to consider if the New Testament can stand any
more sifting down than Judaism.

It has been asserted frequently that Jesus be-
longed to a sect called Essenes (Matthew ii, 23):
“That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by
the prophet, He shall be called a Nazarene,” that
is a Therapeut (Epiphanius). Eusebius, an early
church Father of great authority among Christians,
claims that the monastic life was derived from the
Essenes, and Epiphanius asserts that the Naza-
renes and the Nazarites of the Old Testament were
members of the same sect. We read in Basnage’s
“ Histoire des Juifs:” ‘“ Matthew ii, 23, ‘That it
might be fulfilled which was spoken by the proph-
ets, he shall be called a Nazarene;’ that is
(as we see from Epiphanius), a Therapeut. It is
certain that none of the Jewish prophets had so
said. Some other equally sacred writings arc re-
ferred to, though their accomplishment by the
mere resemblance of the name of the city in which
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Jesus is said to have resided, to that of the order
of monks to which he was believed to have be-
longed, is a most miserable pun. The Jews, how-
ever, who think it reasonable to admit that such a
person as Jesus really existed, place his birth nearly
a century sooner than the generally assumed epoch.”
The word era is derived from the four initial letters
of the formula, “Ab Exordio Regni Augusti,”
which means, “from the beginning of the reign of
Augustus,” and for several centuries after the es-
tablishment of Christianity, nations continued to
reckon from the starting-point they had adopted,
evincing the greatest indifference as to the year in
which Jesus Christ was born. A very obscure monk,
by the name of Dyonisius Exiguus or the Little, cal-
culated, by the means of chronological tables, the
year of the birth of Jesus Christ. He lived in the
year 580 at Rome, but his contemporaries paid lit-
tle attention to his discovery, and it was only two
centuries afterwards, that the venerable Bede ex-
horted the Christians to adopt it, and Carlos Mag-
nus in 800 issued an edict legalizing it.

We read in the “Acts” that the disciples were
first called Christians at Antioch, and the learned
Jesuit Nicolaus Serarius contends that the first
Christian monks werec Essenes. Anyhow, it can-
not be denied that the most eminent Fathers of the
church had been educated and trained in the
University of Alexandria. Furthermore, the most
valued manuscripts of the New Testament are
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Codices Alexandrini. Here it becomes necessary
to investigate the character and origin of that most
remarkable set of men, the Essenes, on account of
the prominent part they played in the origination
and production of the Christian Scriptures. The
most celebrated writers of antiquity, such as Philo,
Josephus, Pliny, and Solinus, have mentioned them
frequently under the name of Therapeuts or Es-
senes, which means the same thing, the only dif-
ference being that Essene is an Egyptian word,
and Therapeutae is Greek, but they are synony-
mous with Surgeons, Healers, and Curates.

“It was in Egypt,” says the great ecclesiastical
historian, Mosheim, “that the morose discipline of
Asceticism took its rise ; and it is observable, that
that country has in all times, as it were by an im-
mutable law or disposition of nature, abounded
with persons of a melancholy complexion, and
produced, in proportion to its extent, more gloomy
spirits than any other parts of the world. It was
here that the Essenes dwelt principally, long before
the coming of Christ.”— Vol. z, p. 196.

Quoting the same author, Rev. Robert Taylor
says: “It is not the first glance, nor cursory observ-
ance, that will sufficiently admonish the reader of
the immense historical wealth put into his hand,
by this stupendous admission, this surrender of the
key-stone of the mighty arch,—this giving up of
everything that can be pretended for the evidences
of the Christian religion.”
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This admission of the great ecclesiatical historian
(than whom there is no greater), will serve us as
the Pythagorean theorem—the great geometrical
element of all subsequent science, of continued re-
currence, of infinite application—ever to be borne
in mind, always to be brought in proof—presenting
the means of solving every difficulty, and the clue
for guiding us to every truth: “ Bind it about thy
neck, write it upon the tablet of thy heart”—every-
thing of Christianity is of Egyptian origin.

The Therapeuts, or Essenes, are also recognized
by that great pillar of the church, the famous his-
torian Eusebius, who acknowledges them as Chris-
tians, and who declares most emphatically that
their ancient writings were our own Gospels and
Epistles. After such a confession, no argument
would be of any avail if we prove, once for all, how
the Christian world became possessed of the New
Testament. In the year 327 A. D,, the Grand Coun-
cil of Nice, in Bythinia, took place under the pres-
idency of Constantine the Great. Pappus, in his
Syndicon to the same council, affirms that, “having
placed all the sacred books under the altar in a
church, the Fathers besought the Lord that during
the night the inspired writings might get upon
the altar, and the spurious ones remain underneath,
The next morning they repaired to the sacred edi-
fice, and found on the altar our New Testament, or
rather the books of which it is composed, and they
rejected those that had remained underneath. The
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Romans used to have a maxim: “The common
people like to be deceived—let them be deceived
(Vulgus vult decipi—decipiatur),” and so it has been
with the Christian world at large.

The immediate effect of the introduction of
Christianity was absolutely disastrous. It seems
as though man’s understanding had collapsed en-
tirely. A dark age was ushered upon the smolder-
ing ashes of Grecian and Roman monuments. To
a golden era wonderfully fertile in orators, philoso-
phers, and artists, succeeded a generation of bar-
barians unable to understand the genius that guided
their more highly gifted 'predecessors. Neither
did virtue reign. From the beginning, the church
Fathers, and even the apostles, deplore the corrup-
tion that is infecting all ranks. “ Were a wise man,”
says Bishop Kidder, “to choose his religion by the
lives of those who profess it, perhaps ‘Christianity
would be the last religion he would choose.” The
reason lies in the system adopted by.the philosoph-
ical schools and theological teachers, that “there
are many truths which it is useless for the vulgar
to know.” Strabo shows, at great length, the gen-
eral use of double meaning in theogony and
sacred writings, and their important effects. Eu-
ripides maintained that in the early state of society,
wise men insisted on the necessity of darkening
truth, and persuading men of the existence of an
ever present immortal deity who hears, sees, and
understands our actions, though we may think dif-
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ferently ourselves. The most distinguished legis-
lators of antiquity were ardent advocates of that
system, which we find underlying every religious
doctrine of prehistoric races. It is illustrated in
the legends and traditions of the ancient Central
American races, in the Chaldean tablets, in the
Greek mythology, in the Egyptian papyrus, in the
Druidic dolmen, in the Parsee and Hindu sacred
books. No wonder that the Bible is written in the
same spirit, and is so misconstrued in spite of all
the warnings repeated so frequently. ‘“And the dis-
ciples came and said unto him, Why speakest
thou unto them in parables? He answered and
said unto them, Because it is given unto you to
know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but
to them it is not given.” Matt. xiii, 10. Surely
here, and in innumerable passages to the same ef-
fect, we find the mystical-sense system of the Ther-
apeuts fully exemplified; and the same allegoric