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Covenants without swords are but words.

—Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan (1651)

You are engaged in God’s service and in mine—which is the same thing.

—Philip II, of Spain

[The terms are] null and void, invalid, iniquitous, unjust, condemned,
rejected, frivolous, without force or effect, and no one is to observe
them, even when they be ratified by oath.

—Pope Innocent X,
On the articles of religious toleration in the Peace of Westphalia (1648)

Who brings famine? The army.
Who brings the plague? The army.
Who the sword? The army.
Who hinders trade? The army.
Who confounds all? The army.

—Hugh Peter,
A Word for the Army and Two Words to the Kingdome (1647)






List of Entries ix

Preface: Wars of Religion in History

Author’s Note li

Note on Dates lix

The Encyclopedia 1

Chronology of Major Events
Selected Bibliography 981

Index 1021

959

GONTENTS






abatis

Abbas I (1571-1629)

Aceh

Acemi Oglan

Acre, fall of (1291)

adarga

Aden

admiral

admiralty

Admiralty

Adwalton Moor, Battle of (1643)

Affair of the Placards (October 18, 1534)

Afghanistan

aftercastle

Agincourt, Battle of (October 25, 1415)

Agnadello, Battle of (May 14, 1509)

Abhlspiess

ailettes

Ain Jalut, Battle of (1260)

Air, Kingdom of

Akbar (1542-1605)

aketon

akincis/akinjis

Akritai

akuto

Alais, Peace of (June 28, 1629)

Alamut, Battle of (1234)

al-Andalus

Alarcos, Battle of (1195)

Alba, Don Fernando Alvarez de Toledo,
duque de (1507-1582)

LIST 0F ENTRIES

Albania

Albert, Archduke of Austria
(1559-1621)

Albigensian Crusade (1208-1229)

d’Albuquerque, Alfonso de (1453-1515)

alcabala

alcancia

Alcantara, Battle of (August 25, 1580)

Alcantara, Knights of

Alcazarquivir, Battle of (August 4, 1578)

Alexandria, Siege of (1364)

alferes

Alfonso V (1432-1481)

Alfonso XI (1312-1350)

Alford, Battle of (July 2, 1645)

Algeciras, Siege of (1344)

Algiers

Alhama de Granada, Battle of (1482)

Ali Pasha

Aljubarrota, Battle of (August 14, 1385)

Alkmaar, Siege of (August 21-October 8,
1573)

alla moderna

Allerheim, Battle of (1645)

Almiranta

Almogavars

Almohads

Almoravids

Alte Feste, Siege of (August
24—-September 18, 1632)

Altmark, Truce of (September 26, 1629)



List of Entries

Alton, Battle of (1643)

Alva

Alvarado, Pedro de (1485-1541)

Alwa

Amasya, Peace of (May 1555)

Amboise, Conspiracy of (March 1560)

Amboise, Peace of (1563)

Amiens, Siege of (1597)

ammunition

amphibious warfare

amsdar

Anabaptism

Anatolia

ancient

Andorra, Principality of

Anegawa, Battle of (July 22, 1570)

Angola

Angora, Battle of

d’Anjou, duc (1555-1584)

Ankara, Battle of (July 20, 1402)

annates

Antichrist

anti-Semitism

Antwerp, Siege of (1584-1585)

Appanage system

appatis

Appenzell Wars (1403-1411)

Aquitaine

Arabs

Aragon

arbaleste

arbalétriers

Arbedo, Battle of (1422)

arceri

archers

Argentina

Argyll, Marquis of (1607-1661)

Arianism

aristocracy

arma

Armada Real (de la Guarda de la Carrera de
los Indias)

Armagnacs

arme blanche

Armeé d’Allemagne

Armenia

armet

“Armies of the Religion on the Sea”

arming cap

arming doublet

Arminianism

armor

armories

Army of Flanders

Army of the Catholic League

Army of the States

Arnay-le-Duc, Battle of (June 26, 1570)
Arnim, Hans Georg von (1581-1641)
arquebus

arquebus d croc

arquebusiers

arquebusiers a cheval

Arques, Battle of (1303)

Arques, Battle of (September 21, 1589)
arrét de cuirasse

arriere-ban

arrows

Arsenal of Venice

arsenals

Articles of War

artillery

artillery fortress

artillery towers

artillery train (1)

artillery train (2)

Art of War

ashigaru

askeri

Assassins

Assize of Arms

Astrakhan, Conquest of (1554-1556)
astrolabe

astrology

Atahualpa (c.1502-1533)

atlatl

atrocities

attrition

Augsburg, Peace of (September 25, 1555)
Augsburg Confession (1530)

‘Auld Alliance

Auldearn, Battle of (May 9, 1645)
Auray, Battle of (1364)

Austria

Austrian Army

Auszug

auto de fe

auxiliaries

avariz



aventail

aventuriers

“Avignon Captivity”” of the papacy
(1314-1362)

Aviz, Order of

axes

Axtorna, Battle of (1565)

ayatollah

Ayn Jalut, Battle of (September 3, 1260)

Azaps

Azerbaijan

Azores

Aztec Empire

Babur (1483-1530)

bacinet

back-staff

Baden, Margrave George Frederick
(1577-1622)

baggage train

Baghdad, Siege of (1638)

Bagirmi

Bahamas

bahsis

bailey

bailli

bakufu

balance of power

baldric

balestrieri

balinger

balistae

balistarii equites

Balkh, Battle of (1602)

ballista

ballock

ballot

Baltic

bal yemez

Banbury, Battle of (1469)

bandeiras

bandolier

banduq

Banér, Johann (1596-1641)

ban et Uarriere-ban

banking

banner (bannieres) (1)

banner (bannieres) (2)

Banner (Swiss)

List of Entries

banneret

banner system (China/Manchuria)
banner system (Japan)
Bannockburn (June 24, 1314)
bannum

banquette

Barbados

Barbarossa (c.1483-1546)
Barbary corsairs

barber

barbican

barbuta

bard

barded horse

bardiche

barge

bark

Barletta, Battle of (1502)
Barnet, Battle of (1471)
Barons” Wars (1215-1217 and

1264-1267)

barony

Bérwalde, Treaty of (January 1631)

bascinet

Basel-Ferrara-Florence, Council of (1431,
1438, 1439)

Bashi-Bazouks

basilard

basilisk

bastard feudalism

bastard musket

bastille

bastion

Batavia

Bathory, Stefan (r.1575-1586)
battalion

battery (1)

battery (2)

battery (3)

battle (1)

battle (2)

battle-axe

battle cries

Bavaria

Bayezid I (r.1389-1402)
Bayezid II (1447-1512)

Bay of Seine, Battle of (1417)
bayonet

Béal Atha Bui, Battle of (1598)

Xi



List of Entries

Xii

beat the drum

Beaugé, Battle of (March 21, 1421)
beaver

beaver wars

bedel-i niizul

Bedouin

beeldenstorm

beg

Beggars (“Gueux”)

Beijing, Fall of (1214)
Beijing, Fall of (1644)
Bektashi Order

Bektasi Order

belatores

beldar

belfry

Belgium Nostrum

Belgrade, Siege of (1456)
Belgrade, Siege of (1521)
bellum hostile

bellum justum

bellum se ipse alet

Benburb, Battle of (1646)
Benevento, Battle of (1266)
Benin, Kingdom of

Berbers

Bergen-op-Zoom, Siege of (1622)

Bergerac, Peace of (September 17, 1577)

Bergfreid

Bernardines

Bernard of Clairvaux (1090-1153)

Bernhard von Sachsen-Weimar
(1604-1639)

besagaws

besonios

Bestallungbrief

Bethlen, Gabriel (1580-1629)

bevor

bey

Beyliks

Bhutan

Bicocca, Battle of (1522)

bill

billhook

birlin

Biscuits, Battle of (1594)

Bishops” War, First (1639)

Bishops” War, Second (1640-1641)

Black Bands

Black Company

Black Death

Black Guard

Black Legend

Black Prince (1330-1376)

Black Riders (Schwartzenreiter)

Blackwater River, Battle of (1598)

Blake, Robert (1599-1657)

blockade

blockship

Blois, Treaties of (1504-1505)

Blore Heath, Battle of (1459)

blunderbuss

boarding

boatswain

boatswain’s mate

Boblingen, Battle of (1525)

Bocskay Rebellion (1604-1606)

bodkin

Bogomil heresy

Bohemia

Bohemian Brethren

Boisot, Louis (c.1530-1576)

bolt

bomba

bombard

bombardetta

bombardier (1)

bombardier (2)

bonaventure

Bondetal

bonfire of the vanities

Bonnets Rouges

boom

booty

Bornholm, Battle of (August 1457)

Bornu

Boroughbridge, Battle of
(March 16, 1322)

Bosnia

Bostancilar

Bosworth, Battle of (1485)

boulevard

Boulogne, Siege of
(August—September 1544)

Bourbon, Charles, duc de (1490-1527)

Bourbon dynasty
Bouvines, Battle of (1214)
bow(ing)



bowlines

bows

bowsprit

boyars (Russia)

boyars (Ruthenia)

boyars (Ukraine)

boys

bracer

bracers

Braddock Down, Battle of (1643)
Branxton, Battle of (1513)

brayette

Brazil

breach

Breda, Siege of (1625)

breech

breeching

breech-loader

Bregenz, Battle of (1408)

breidex

Breitenfeld, First (September 17, 1631)
Breitenfeld, Second (November 2, 1642)
Brentford, Battle of (1642)

Brest, Union of

bretasche

Brétigny, Treaty of (1360)

Breton Succession, War of (1341-1365)
brevet

Brielle, Battle of (April 1, 1572)

brig (1)

brig (2)

brigade

brigandine

brigantine (1)

brigantine (2)

Brill (Brielle), Battle of (April 1, 1572)
British Army

broadhead arrow

broadside

Bromsebro, Peace of (August 1645)
brown bill

Bruce, Robert (1274-1329)
Brunkeberg, Battle of (1471)

Brustem, Battle of (October 28, 1467)
buccaneers

Buckingham, 1st Duke of (1592-1628)
buckler

Bucquoy, Count de (1571-1621)
Buddhism

List of Entries

Buenos Aires

buff coats

Bukhara, Battle of (1220)

Bulgaria

bullets

bullionism

burden (“‘burthen’)

Bureau, Jean (1390-1463) and Gaspard
(d.1470)

Burgundian-French War (1474-1477)

Burgundian-Swiss War (1474-1477)

Burgundy, Duchy of

Burma

Burnt Candlemas (1356)

Bursa, Siege of (1317-1326)

busby

bushido

Byland, Battle of (1322)

byrnie

Byzantine Empire

cabasset

Cadiz, Raid on (1587)

Cadiz, Raid on (1596)

Cadiz, Raid on (1625)

Cairo, Sack of (1517)

Calais

Calatrava, Knights of

Calicut, Battle of (March 18, 1506)
caliph

caliphate

caliver

Calixtines

caltrop

Calven, Battle of (May 22, 1499)
Calvin, Jean (1509-1564)
Calvinism

Cambrai, League of (1508-1510)
Cambrai, Treaty of (1529)
camels

camino _francés

camp followers

Canada

Canary Islands

canister shot

cannibalism

cannon

cannonballs

cannon-royal

xiii



List of Entries

Xiv

cannon-serpentine

canon

canon de batir

caparison

Capitana

capitulations

capo de squadra

caprison

capsquare

captain

capture

Capuciati

caracole

Carafa War (1556-1557)

caravel

Carberry Hill, Battle of (1567)

Carbiesdale, Battle of (April 27, 1650)

carbine

carbiniers

Cardinal of Lorraine

Carmagnola, Francesco Bussone
(1390-1432)

carpenter

carrack

carreaux

carroccio

cartridges

carvel

casemate

casement

case shot

Casimir III (1310-1370)

Casimir IV (1427-1492)

Cassel, Battle of (August 1328)

Castagnaro, Battle of (1387)

Castelnaudary, Battle of
(September 1, 1632)

Castile

Castillon, Battle of (July 17, 1453)

casting

castles, on land

castles, on ships

castle towns

Castra Dei

casualties

cat ( “chatte”)

Catalan Great Company

Catalonia, Revolt of (1640)

catapult

Cateau-Cambrésis, Peace of (April 2-3,
1559)

Cathars

Catherine de Medici

Catholic Church

Catholic League (France)

Catholic League (Germany)

Catholic Reformation

cavalgada

cavalier (1)

cavalier (2)

Cavaliers

cavalry

Cebelu

Cebici basi

Cebicis (cebicilar)

Cecil, William (1520-1598)

Cecora (Tutora), Battle of
(November 20, 1620)

Celali Revolts

celata

Les Cent-Suisses

Ceresole, Battle of (1544)

Cerignola, Battle of (April 21, 1503)

Cesky-Brod, Battle of (May 30, 1434)

Ceuta

chaiky

chain shot

Chaldiran, Battle of (August 23, 1514)

Chalgrove Field, Battle of (1643)

chamber

chambre ardente

Champlain, Samuel de (1567-1635)

chanfron

chapel-de-fer

char-aina

Charles I, of England (1600-1649)

Charles II, of England (1630-1685)

Charles V, Holy Roman Emperor
(1500-1558)

Charles VII, of France (1403-1461,
r.1429-1461)

Charles VIII, of France
(1470-1498, 1.1483-1498)

Charles IX, of France (1550-1574)

Charles IX, of Sweden

Charles de Lorraine (1524-1574)

Charles the Rash (1433-1477)

charter colony



charter company

chase gun(s)

Chastillon, Battle of (1453)

Chéateauneuf-de-Randon, Fall of (1380)

Chatillon

Chaul, Siege of (1571)

chausses

chauve-souris

chemin de ronde

Chemnitz, Battle of (April 14, 1638)

Cherasco, Peace of (1631)

Cheriton, Battle of (1644)

chertva lines

chevalier

chevauchée

chevaux de frise

chevaux-légers

Chiksan, Battle of (1597)

child-mother gun

Chile

chimalli

China

Chinese armies

Chinggisid Empire

Chinggis Khan (1162-1227)

chivalry

Chocim, Battle of (1621)

Chodkiewicz, Jan Karol
(1561-1621)

Choijnice, Battle of (September 18, 1454)

choragiew

Christendom

Christian Brotherhood

Christian humanism

Christianity

Christian IV (1588-1648)

Christian of Anhalt-Bernburg
(1568-1630)

Christian of Brunswick (1598-1626)

El Cid

cihuacoatl

cimarones

Cinque Ports

Circles (of the Holy Roman Empire)

circumvallation

citadel

¢it palankasi

city-states

civilians

List of Entries

Civitate, Battle of (1053)

claymore

Clermont, Battle of (1358)

clinker-built

Clontibret, Battle of (1595)

close-fights

close-haul

close order

close-quarters

club men

coaster

“coat-and-conduct” money

coat of plates

cocha

cog

Cognac, League of (1527)

coiffe-de-maille

Colchester, Battle of (1648)

Coligny, Gaspard de (1549-1572)

colonel

colonialism

columbrina ad manum

combat

commandery

Committee of Both Kingdoms

Commonwealth of the Two Nations

communis exercitus

compagnies de U'ordonnance (du roi)

company

compass

composite bow

Comyn Wars (1297-1304)

Condé, Henri I, de Bourbon
(1552-1588)

Condé, Henri II, de Bourbon
(1588-1646)

Condé, Louis de Bourbon
(1530-1569)

Condé, Louis II, de Bourbon
(1621-1686)

condottieri

conestabularia

Confederate Army

Confederation of Kilkenny (May 10,
1641)

Confessio Augustana (1530)

confessionalism

confraternities

confratres



List of Entries

confrere knights

Confucianism

Congo

Congregatio de Propaganda Fidei

Conitz

conquistadores

conrois

conscription

consorterie

Conspiracy of Amboise

constable

Constable of France

Constabulary

Constance, Council of (1414-1418)

Constantinople, Sack of (1204)

Constantinople, Siege of (April 5-May
29, 1453)

continuous bullet gun

contravallation

contributions

conversos

convoy

Coptic Church

Corbasi

Cérdoba, Battle of (1236)

Coérdoba, Caliphate of

Cérdoba, Gonzalo di (1453-1515)

corned gunpowder

cornet (1)

cornet (2)

cornette (1)

cornette (2)

corning/corned gunpowder

coronal

coronation wars

coronelia

corporal

Corpus Catholicorum

Corpus Christi

Corpus Evangelicorum

corpus mysticum

corsair

Cortes

Cortés, Hernan (1485-1547)

Cossacks

couched lance

coudieres

couleuveriniers

coulverin a main

coulverine

coulverines enfustées

Council of Blood

Council of Ten

Council of the Indies

Council of Trent (1545-1563)

Council of Troubles

counter-castle

counter-guard (1)

counter-guard (2)

counter-march

counter-mining

Counter-Reformation

counterscarp

counter-sinking

coureurs

courser

courtaux

Courtrai (Kortrijk), Battle of (July 11,
1302)

couseque

couters (coudieres)

coutillers

Coutras, Battle of (October 20, 1587)

Covenanters

covered way

“Cowardice Peace” (1328)

coxswain

Cracow, Battle of (1241)

Cracow, Peace of (1525)

cranequin

crapadeaux

Crécy, Battle of (August 26, 1346)

crenel

Crete

crinet

Croatia

cromster

Cromwell, Oliver (1599-1658)

Cromwell, Thomas (c.1485-1540)

Cropedy Bridge, Battle of (1644)

Croquants

crossbow

crosshow d croc

crosshow d jalet

cross-staff

crouching tiger

crownwork

cruising



crupper

Crusades

cruzada

cuartel general
cuirass

cuirassier

cuir-houilli

cuisses (cuissart)
cuius regio eius religio
culebrina

cultellus

culverin
culverin-bastard
culverin-moyenne
culverin-royal
curtain wall
Cyprus

Czasniki, Battle of (1564)

dag

daggers

daimyo

Danubian principalities

Danzig

Dar al-Harb

Dar al-Islam

dastana

Day of the Barricades (May 12, 1588)

deadmen’s eyes

dead-pays

dead reckoning

Declaratio Ferdinandei

“Defenestration of Prague” (1419)

“Defenestration of Prague” (May 23,
1618)

defilade

Delhi, Sack of (1398)

Delhi Sultanate (c.1200-1526)

demi-bastion

demi-cannon

demi-culverin

demi-lancers

demi-lune

demi-saker

demurrage

Denmark

Derbengi

desertion

Deshima

List of Entries

Dessau Bridge, Battle of (April 25, 1626)

destrier

Deulino, Truce of (January 1619)

Deutschorden

Deutschritter

Deventer, Siege of (1591)

dévotes/dévots

Devsirme system

dey

dhal

dhow

dice shot

Diet of Worms (1495)

Diet of Worms (1507)

Diet of Worms (1521)

dirlik yememis

Dirshau, Battle of (October 17-18, 1627)

discipline

disease

Dithmarscher

Diu

Diu, Battle of (February 2, 1509)

divant hizmet

divine fire-arrow

dolman

do-maru

Dominum Maris Baltici

Donauworth

Donauwdérth Incident (1607)

donjon

Don Juan of Austria (1547-1578)

Doppelginger

Doppelhacken

Doppelsoldner

Doria, Andrea (1468-1560)

Doria, Gian Andrea (1539-1606)

Dornach, Battle of (July 22, 1499)

Dorpat, Battle of (1501)

Dorpat, Sack of (January 1558)

double cannon

double volley

doubling the ranks

Dover, Battle of (August 24, 1217)

The Downs, Battle of (October 11/21,
1639)

dragoons

drake

Drake, Francis (1540-1596)

Drang nach Osten



List of Entries

xviii

drekkar/drekki

Dreux, Battle of (December 19, 1562)
drill

Drogheda, Sack of (September 11, 1649)
dromon

drums

Druse

druzhyna

Dunbar, Battle of (April 27, 1296)
Dunbar, Battle of (September 3, 1650)
Dungan’s Hill, Battle of (1647)
Dupplin Moor, Battle of (1332)

Dutch Army

Dutch exercises

Dutch musket

Dutch Revolt

dziesietniks

eagle knight

Eastern Army

Eastern Association Army

Eastern Route Army

East India Company (EIC)

East Prussia

East Stoke, Battle of (1487)

Ecorcheurs

Ecumenical Councils

Edgecote Moor, Battle of (1470)

edged weapons

Edgehill, Battle of (October 23, 1642)

Edict of Ales (June 28, 1629)

Edict of Amboise (March 19, 1563)

Edict of Beaulieu (May 6, 1576)

Edict of Chateaubriant (1551)

Edict of January (1562)

Edict of Longjumeau (March 1568)

Edict of Nantes (April 13, 1598)

Edict of Restitution (June 1617)

Edict of Restitution (March 28, 1629)

Edict of Saint-Germain (January 17,
1562)

Edict of Saint-Germain-en-Laye
(August 8, 1570)

Edict of Toleration (1562)

Edict of Union (July 1588)

Edward I (1239-1307)

Edward I (1284-1327)

Edward I (1312-1377)

Edward IV (1442-1483)

Edward VI (1537-1553)

Effingham, Admiral Lord Howard of
(1536-1624)

Egmont, Lamoral Graaf van
(1522-1568)

Egypt

Eighty Years” War (1568-1648)

einschildig Ritter

Elbing, Battle of (September 15, 1463)

El Dorado

elephants

Elizabeth I (1533-1603)

embargo

emir

enarmes

enceinte

encomienda

enfilade

engagements

engineers

England

English armies

English Civil Wars (1639-1651)

English Fury (April 1580)

Enrique the Navigator (1394-1460)

enseigne

ensign

“Enterprise of England” (1588)

epauliere

equine armor

equitatores

equites

Erasmus (1466-1536)

Erastianism

Ermes, Battle of (1560)

esame

escarp

escutcheon

esmeril

espaliers

esplanade (1)

esplanade (2)

espringarda

esquire

Essex, 2nd Earl of (1566-1601)

Essex, 3rd Earl of (1591-1646)

Estates

étapes

Eternal Peace (1533)



Ethiopia (Abyssinia)

eunuchs

Everlasting League

Evesham, Battle of (1265)

exact militia

expeditio ultra Alpes

Exploration, Age of

expulsion of the Jews
(from Iberia)

expulsion of the Moors (from Iberia)

Eyalet Askerleri

eydlet-i Budin

facings

factory

Fahnlein

Fairfax, Thomas (1612-1671)

falchion

falcon

falconete

Falkirk, Battle of (July 22, 1298)

“False Dimitri”

Famagusta, Siege of (1570-1571)

familia

familiares ad arma

famine, as a weapon of war

Farangi

Farnesse, Alexander

fascine

Fastolf, John (d.1459)

Fatamids

fathom

fauld

Feldarzt

Feldobrist

Feldweibel

Ferdinand I, Holy Roman Emperor
(1503-1564)

Ferdinand II, Holy Roman Emperor
(1578-1637)

Ferdinand II, of Aragon (1452-1516)
and Isabella I, of Castile (1451-1504)

Ferdinand III, Holy Roman Emperor
(1608-1657)

Ferdinand V, of Castile

Ferrybridge, Battle of (1461)

feudalism

fief

fief de chambre

List of Entries

field artillery

field fortifications and obstacles

Field Marshal

“Field of the Cloth of Gold” (1520)

Fifteen Years” War (1591-16006)

Fifth Monarchists

fire

firearms

fire-lance

firepots

fireships

firing on the roll

fitna

flagellants

flags

flagship

flails

flanchard(s)

Flanders

Fleurus, Battle of (August 29, 1622)

flintlock

Flodden Field, Battle of (September 9,
1513)

Florence

Flores, Battle of (1591)

flota

flower wars

fodder

Foix, Gaston de, duc de Nemours
(1489-1512)

folangji

Fontainebleau, Treaty of (May 1631)

Fontaine-Francaise, Battle of
(June 5, 1595)

food

foot ropes

forecastle

Foreign Contingent

Forest Cantons

forged guns

Forlorn Hope

Formigny, Battle of (April 15, 1450)

Formula of Concord (1577-1578)

Fornovo, Battle of (July 6, 1495)

Fort Caroline

fortification

foundries

Fra

franc-archers

Xix



List of Entries

France galley slaves
Franche-Comté Gallican Church
Francis I (1494-1547) Gallican crisis
Francis II (1544-1560) galliot
Francois 1 galloglass
Francois 11 galloper gun
Franco-Spanish War (1595-1598) gambeson
Franco-Spanish Wars (1494-1559) Gambia
Frankenhausen, Battle of (1525) ganimet
Frankfurt-an-der-Oder, Storming of gardebraces

(1631) Gardetal
Franks Garigliano River, Battle of
Frastenz, Battle of (April 20, 1499) (December 28, 1503)
free cities garrisons
Free Companies garrots
freedom of the seas gauntlets
free quarter Gazi
Freiburg, Battle of (August 3—-10, 1644) gekokujo
French armies Gembloux, Battle of (January 31, 1578)
French Civil Wars (1562-1629) gendarmerie
Frey gen d’armes
Friedrich I (c.1125-1190) general
Friedrich V (1596-1632) General at Sea
frigate (1) Generalfeldobrist
frigate (2) Generality
Frobisher, Martin (1539-1594) Generallissimus
front (1) Generalobrist
front (2) general officer
fryd genitors
Fugger, House of Genoa
Fujian ships genouillieres
Fulbe (Fulani) Gentili, Alberico (1552-1608)
Funj Sultanate Georg, Johann (1611-1656)
Firstenberg, Count Georg Wilhelm, of Brandenburg
Fiirstenverschworung (1619-1640)
Furth, Battle of (1632) German brigade
fuses German Peasant War (1525)
fusiliers de taille Germany
fusta Gevierthaufen

Gewalthut

gabions ghaz
gadlings ghazi
gaff ghulams
Gainsborough, Battle of (1643) Gibraltar
“galeones” Gibraltar, Battle of (April 25,
galets 1607)
galleass Giornico, Battle of (December 28, 1478)
galleon gisarmes
galley Giza, Battle of (April 2, 1517)



glacis

glaive

Glyndwr’s Rebellion (1401-1406)

Goa, Seizure of (1510)

goat’s foot lever

Godunov, Boris Fyodorovich
(c.1552-1605)

goedendag

Golden Bull (1356)

Golden Bull of Rimini (1223)

Golden Horde

gomeres

Gonzaga, Giovanni (1466-1519)

gorget

Grace of Alais (1629)

graffle

Granada

Grand Parti de Lyon

Grandson, Battle of (March 2, 1476)

Grand Vezier (Vezir-i Azam)

Grantham, Battle of (1643)

grapeshot

Graubiinden

Gravelines, Battle of (July 13, 1558)

Gravelines, Battle of (August 8, 1588)

Great Apostasy

Great Condé

Great Enterprise (1521-1522)

Great Galley

Great Helm

Great Interregnum (1250-1273)

Great Schism (1378-1417)

Great Ships

Great Swabian League

Great Wall

“Great War” (1409-1411)

Great Zimbabwe

greaves

Greece

Greek fire

grenades

Grenville, Richard (1542-1591)

Grey, Lady Jane (1537-1554)

The Grisons

Grotius, Hugo (1583-1645)

Griinhag

Grunwald, Battle of (1410)

Guangdong

guardas reales

guastatores

Guelphs and Ghibellines

Guerra Arciducale (1615)

guerra dels segadors

guerre couverte

guerre d’usure

guerre guerroyante

guerre mortelle

guerriers de Dieu

guerrilla warfare

Guinegate, Battle of (1513)

guisarmes

Guise, Charles, Cardinal de
Lorraine (1524-1574)

List of Entries

Guise, Charles de Lorraine (1554-1611)

Guise, Frangois, duc de Lorraine
(1519-1563)

Guise, Henri, duc de Lorraine
(1550-1588)

Guise family

Gujarat

gun carriages

gun-deck

gun metal

gunner

Gunner’s Mark

gunner’s quadrant

gunner’s rule

gunnery

gun port

gunpowder empires

gunpowder revolution

gunpowder weapons

gun tackle

Gur states

Gustavus I (1496-1560)

Gustavus II Adolphus (1594-1632)

Haarlem, Siege of (December 11,
1572-July 12, 1573)

habergeon

Habsburgs

hackbut

hackbutters

hackney

hagbutters

Hague Alliance (December 9, 1625)

Haiduks
hail shot

xxi



List of Entries

xxii

Haiti

Hakata (Hakozaki) Bay, Battle of (1274)

Hakata (Hakozaki) Bay, Battle of (1281)

hakenbiische

haketon

halberd

halberdiers

half-pike

Halidon Hill, Battle of (July 19, 1333)

Hamburg, Treaty of (March 15, 1638)

han

hand cannon

hanger

Hansa

Hanse

Hanseatic League

Hara Castle, massacre of Christians at
(1638)

haramaki

Harfleur, Battle of (1416)

harness

harquebus

Harsthorner

Hashemites

Hastings, Battle of (1066)

hata jirushi

hatamoto

hauberk

Haudenosaunee

Haufen

haul close

haul wind

Hauptmann

Hauptstuke

Hausa

havoc radius

Hawkwood, John (d.1394)

Hawkyns, John (1532-1595)

heave to

heavy cavalry

Hedgely Moor, Battle of (1464)

Heemskerk, Jacob van

Heerschild

Heerschildordnung

Heilbronn, League of

Heiligerlee, Battle of (1568)

Hejaz

Hellburners

helm

helmets

Helvetian Confederation

Hemmingstedt, Battle of (1500)

Hendrik, Frederik (1584-1647)

Henri de Navarre

Henri II, of France (1519-1559)

Henri I1I, of France (1551-1589)

Henri IV, of France (1553-1610)

Henry the Navigator

Henry V, of England (1387-1422)

Henry VIII, of England (1491-1547)

herald

Herat, Battle of (1221)

Herat, Battle of (1598)

heresy

Héricourt, Battle of (November 13,
1474)

Hermandad (es)

hermangildas

Herrings, Battle of the (1429)

hetman (otaman)

Hexham, Battle of (1464)

Highland galley

hijra

Hinduism

Hispaniola

hobelars

Hochmeister

Hochst, Battle of (June 20, 1622)

Hofkriegsrat

Hohenzollern

Holk, Heinrich (1599-1633)

Holy Lands

Holy League (France)

Holy League (Italy)

Holy Office

Holy Places

Holy Roman Empire (of the
German Nation)

Holy Union

“holy war”

Holy Water Sprinkler

Homildon Hill, Battle of (1402)

homosexuality

Homs, Battle of (1281)

Honganji fortress, Siege of (1570-1580)

Hongwu emperor (1.1368-1398)

Honigfelde, Battle of (1629)

honjo



hook gun

hoop-and-stave method
Hopton, Ralph (1598-1652)
Horasani technique

Hormuz

hornwork

horo

hors de combat

horse

horse armor

horseman’s axe

horses

Hospitallers

hostage-taking

Hotin, Battle of (1621)

hot shot

housecarls

Howard, Charles (1536-1624)
howdah

Hsiang-Yang, Siege of (1268-1273)
Huguenots

hulk

Hunderpanzer

Hundred Years’ War (1337-1453)
Hungarian Army

Hungary

Hung Taiji (d.1643)

Hunyadi, Janos (c.1407-1456)
Hurenweibel

Hus, Jan (1369-1415)

hussars

Hussite Wars (1419-1478)

ichcahuipilli

iconoclasm

Ifrigiya

Tkko-ikki

Ile de Ré, Siege of (July—October, 1627)

Il-Khans

imam

Imperial Army (of the Holy Roman
Empire)

Imperial Diet

impressment

Inca Empire

incastellamento

incendiaries

indentures for war

Index Librorum Prohibitorium

List of Entries

India

Indian (subcontinental) armies

Indian Wars (Mexico, Central and
South America)

Indian Wars (North America)

indulgences

inermis

infantry

Inner Asia

Innocent III (1198-1216)

Inquisition (1478-1834)

intelligence

interior lines (of operations)

Inverlochy, Battle of (February 2, 1645)

Invincible Armada (1588)

invincible generalissimo

Iran (Persia)

Iraq

Ireland

Ireton, Henry (1611-1651)

Ironsides

Iroquois Confederacy

Isabella I (1451-1504)

ishan

Islam

Ismaili

Italian armies

Italian Renaissance

Italian traces

Italian Wars (1494-1559)

Italic League (1454-1494)

Italy

itqa

Ivan III (1440-1505)

Ivan IV (1530-1584)

Ivry-la-Bataille, Battle of (March 14,
1590)

jack

Jacob’s staff

Jacquerie (1358)

Jagiello dynasty

jaguar knight

jamber

James I and VI (1566-1625)
Jamestown

Jand, Battle of (1240)
Janissary Corps

Jankov, Battle of (March 6, 1645)

xxiii



List of Entries

Xxiv

Jansenism

Japan

Jargeau, Battle of (1429)

Jarnac, Battle of (March 13, 1569)
Java

Jeanne d’Arc (1412-1431)
Jemmingen, Battle of (July 21, 1568)
jenigeri Ocak

Jerusalem

Jesuits

Jews

jihad

jinetes

jizya

Johannitterorden

John Company

Joinville, Treaty of (December 31, 1584)
jokaku

jokamachi

Juan of Austria

Julich-Kleve, Crisis over (1609-1614)
Julius IIT (r.1549-1555)

junk

Junkers

jupon

Jiirchen

jus ad bellum

jus armorum

jus emigrandi

jus in bello

jus pacis et belli

justification by faith

just war tradition

kabuto

kaffir

kaim mekam

Kakure Kirishitan

kale

Kallo, Battle of (1638)
Kalmar, Union of

Kalmar War (1611-1613)
kamikaze

Kandurcha, Battle of (1391)
Kanem

Kapikulu

Kapikulu Askerleri

Kappel, Battle of (October 11, 1531)
Kapudan-i Derya

kapu kulu

karacena

Karl IX (1550-1611)

Karrenbiichsen

karr-wa-farr

Karsthans

Katzbalger

Kazan

Kazan, Conquest of (1552)

keel-haul

keep

keep-and-bailey

kenshin

Kephissos, Battle of (1311)

Keresztes, Battle of (1596)

kerne

kettle-hat

Khanua, Battle of (1527)

Khanwa, Battle of (March 16-17, 1527)

Khotyn, Battle of (September 21—
October 9, 1621)

kieko

Kievan Rus

Kildare Rebellion (1534-1535)

Kilsyth, Battle of (August 15, 1645)

“King’s Two Bodies”

Kinsale, Battle of (1601)

Kirishitan

Kirishitan Shumon Aratame Yaku

Kirkholm, Battle of (September 27,
1605)

kizilbash

Klozbiichse

Klushino, Battle of (1610)

Knabenschaften

Knired, Peace of (1613)

Knechte

knight

knighthood

knight marshal

Knights Hospitaller

Knights in the Service of God in Prussia

Knights of Alcantara

Knights of Aviz

Knights of Calatrava

Knights of Christ

Knights of Malta

Knights of Our Lady of Montesa

Knights of Our Lady of Montjoie



Knights of San Julian de Pereiro

Knights of Santa Maria

Knights of Santiago

Knights of Santo Stefano

Knights of St. George

Knights of St. James of the Sword

Knights of St. John of the Hospital

Knights of St. Lazarus

Inights of St. Thomas Acon

Knights of the Sword

Knights of Trufac

Knights Templar

Knights” War (1522-1523)

knocking

Knocknanuss, Battle of (1647)

Knollen

knot

Knox, John (c.1513-1572)

KKomaki-Nagakute, Battle of (1584)

Konfessionalisierung

Kongo, Kingdom of

Konigshofen, Battle of (1525)

Konitz

kapriicu

Korea

Kosovo, Battle of (June 20, 1389)

Kosovo Polje, Battle of (October 16-17,
1448)

kote

Kreise

Kreisoberst

Kremlin

Krevo, Union of (1385)

Kriegskasse

Kringen, Battle of (1612)

kubi jikken

Kublai Khan (1214-1294)

kul

kulah

Kulikovo, Battle of (1380)

kumade

Kur’aci

Kurds

Kurfiirsten

kurofune

Kutnd Hora, Battle of (January 6, 1422)

La Bicocca, Battle of (April 27, 1522)
La Forbie, Battle of (1244)

List of Entries

lagimci

Lake Boyang, Battle of (1363)

lamellar armor

lance (1)

lance (2)

lance (3)

lance-rest

lanceri

lancers

Landesabwehr

Landesaufgebot

Landsdown Hill, Battle of (1643)

Landsknechte

Landstrum

Landwehr

Landwere

Langport, Battle of (1645)

Langside, Battle of (1568)

“Lanowa” infantry

Lansdowne, Battle of (1643)

lansquenets

Lanze

lanze spezzate

La Rochelle

Las Navas de Tolosa, Battle of (1212)

last

lateen sails

launciers

Laupen, Battle of (1339)

Laws of Oléron

laws of war

league

League of Public Weal

“leather guns”

Lech, Battle of (1632)

legharnesses

Lehnsaufgebot

Leicester, Earl of (c.1530-1588)

Leiden, Siege of (May 26-October 3,
1574)

Leipheim, Battle of (1525)

Leipziger Bund (1631)

Lens, Battle of (August 2, 1648)

Leonardo da Vinci (1452-1519)

Lepanto, Battle of (July 28, 1499)

Lepanto, Battle of (October 7, 1571)

Lerma, Duke of (1553-1625)

Les Espagnols sur Mer, Battle of (1350)

Leslie, Alexander



List of Entries

Xxvi

Leslie, David (1601-1682)

Leslie, Walter (1606-1667)

Le Tellier, Michel (1603-1685)

letters of marque

letters of reprisal

lettres de retenue

Letzinen

Levellers

Leven, Earl of (c.1580-1661)

levend/levendat

Lewes, Battle of (1264)

Liegnitz, Battle of (1241)

lieutenant

Lieutenant-General (Germany)

Lieutenant-général du ropaume (““of the
kingdom”)

Liga

light cavalry

limacon

line abreast

line ahead

line ahead and astern

line astern

line of battle

Line of Demarcation (May 4, 1493)

line of march

line of metal

lines of circumvallation

lines of communication

lines of contravallation

lines of investment

lines of operations

lines of supply

Linkoping, Battle of (1598)

linstock

Lipany, Battle of (1434)

Lipsius, Justus (1547-16006)

Lisowczyks

Lithuania, Grand Duchy of

living off the land

Livonia

Livonian Order

Livonian War (1558-1583)

Lobsters

lochaber axe

locks (on firearms)

locumentems

Lodewijk, Willem (1560-1620)

lodgement

Lodi, Peace of (1454)

logistics

Loja, Battle of (1486)

Lollard Knights

Lollards

lombarda

longboat

longbow

longship

Long War (1593-1606)

Lord High Admiral

Lordship

Lorraine

Lorraine, Charles, Cardinal of (1524-1574)

Lorraine, Charles, duc de Mayenne
(1554-1611)

Lose-coat Field, Battle of (1470)

Lostwithiel, Battle of (1644)

Loudon Hill, Battle of (1307)

Louis de Bourbon

Louis of Nassau (1538-1574)

Louis XI (1423-1483)

Louis XII (1462-1515)

Louis XIII (1601-1643)

Lubeck, Peace of (July 7, 1629)

Lublin, Union of (1569)

Ludford, Bridge, Battle of (1459)

Luther, Martin (1483-1546)

Lutheranism

Lutter-am-Barenberg, Battle of (August
17/27, 1626)

Litzen, Battle of (November 6, 1632)

lymphad

Lyon, League of (February 1623)

Lyon, Treaty of (1601)

Maastricht, Siege of (1579)

Maastricht, Siege of (June-August 1632)

Macao

mace

Machiavelli, Niccolo di Bernardo
(1469-1527)

machicolation

Madrid, Treaty of (1526)

madu

magazines

Magdeburg, Sack of (May 20, 1631)

Maghreb

maghribis



magnus equus

mahdi

mail

mail-tippet

main-gauche

maitre de camp

Majapabhit

make sail

Malacca

Maélaga, Siege of (1487)

Malaya

Malcontents (Flanders)

Malcontents (France)

Mali Empire

Malinche, La (c.1505-1529)

Malta

Mamliks

Manchester, Earl of (1602-1671)

Manchuria

Manchus

mandate of heaven

mandrel

maneuvers

mangonel

Mannschaftsrodel

man-of-war

mansabdari

Mansfeld, Count Ernst Graf von
(1580-1626)

manteletes

Manzikert, Battle of (1071)

maps

marabout

Marathas

March

maréchal de camp

maréchal de logis

Mared, Battle of (1564)

Margaret of Parma (1522-1586)

Margate, Battle of (1387)

Marienburg (Malbork), Fortress of

Marignano, Battle of (September 13-14,
1515)

Marind dynasty

marines
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Prepack: WARS OF Retlcloy Iy

The states and empires of early modern Europe were not unique in waging
“wars of religion.” Wars between rival faiths, whether in the name of the gods
or competing views of the place of the sacred in daily human affairs, have an
ancient pedigree. Religious motivation to combat has been located by
historians in most eras and among virtually all the world’s diverse peoples
and cultures, and usually on both sides in any given war. The hoary cry that
“the gods are on our side” was among the earliest and most potent of
incitements to battle, ranking alongside collective theft and rapine as
perennial motivations for which men made war. The city-states that arose in
the Fertile Crescent fought to impose their civic gods on one another, believing
that success in war demonstrated who possessed the more powerful deities, a
claim the defeated also accepted. Great riverine empires such as Sumer and
Egypt developed complex civilizations that clashed with neighbors over such
material reasons as a need for “living space” or to secure trade routes and
frontiers. But they also had a theocratic purpose for making war, claiming that
they fought at the behest of their gods to establish divine primacy over the
lesser gods of enemies. Later casting of monotheism in the fires of ancient
civilizations of the Nile and Mediterranean did little to break the mold of wars
waged in the name of God. The ancient Israelites escaped Pharaoh into Sinai
in search of religious and personal liberty, searching for new kingdoms in lands
promised by Yahweh. Their kingdoms were made not by mere wandering and
discovery, however, but by stealthy wars of conquest and expulsion of the
beaten and the heathen. The ancient Greeks were among the most warlike of
Mediterranean peoples. They sanctified incessant hoplite battles with ritual
sacrifice and devotions even before Alexander became convinced of his own
godhead and led a war of conquest that nearly reached the Ganges. As did the
Romans, that most martial of ancient peoples. Once they achieved full military
mastery over their world they closed the circle by proclaiming dead emperor-
conquerors to be divine and built great temples in which to worship them.

HistoRy
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Early Christians living in pagan Rome carefully distinguished between what
belonged to God and what was owed to Caesar, but they fundamentally re-
thought this discomforting notion once the Caesars became Christian. From
the 5th century, the Latin Church upheld a doctrine that “Two Swords” had
been given to Man by God, one secular and one religious, one for the emperor
and the other for the pope in Rome. For the next 1,000 years Latin Christians
could not conceive of war being waged outside the just purposes of God and
his anointed Church on Earth. Like pagans before them, they still believed
that divine judgment was evident in the outcome of martial contests fought
between knights, as between nations. Christian Orthodox in the east merged
the role of warlord and high priest in the doctrine of “Caesaropapism,” which
effectively lodged even military policy in the Holy of Holies, in the tabernacle
of the doctrines of the faith. The first Muslims spliced war and faith to form a
hybrid, the “jihad” (or “holy war”) waged in the name of Allah and for
plunder. The first jihad, against the pagans of Mecca and the Arabian pe-
ninsula, was led by the Prophet Muhammad himself. Within a few genera-
tions, Muslim warriors swept aside older empires and opened parts of three
continents to conversion and exploitation. A powerful religious impulse to
war carried Bedouin warriors and their new Islamic faith far from the deserts
of Arabia. In the west they conquered Christian Egypt and North Africa,
crossed over to Spain, and raided even into the south of France. To the north
of Arabia they overran old Christian and Jewish communities in Palestine,
Syria, and parts of Anatolia, to arrive at the front porch of the Byzantine
Empire. Eastward they rode over Zoroastrian Iran, pushed into Afghanistan,
and conquered northern India. Jihadis also rode across Central Asia to reach
as far as the western borders of China. The Latin counterattack to recover the
formerly Christian lands of the eastern Mediterranean, the Crusades, began in
the 11th century and persisted over several centuries of intermittent war.
While religious fervor and greed for land alike ultimately expired in defeat in
the Middle East, the crusader spirit more successfully waged war and forced
conversion against the Moors of Spain and Christian “heretics’” in the south
of France. And with great gore and slaughter, the Teutonic Knights and other
crusading orders brought fire and the terror of the cross into pagan Slav lands
of the Baltic, Poland, and what is today western Russia. Subsequently, the
impetus to “‘jihad” inspired a rising Ottoman tide that swept into Europe, to
ultimately capture Constantinople, bring new conquests in the Balkans, and
invasions of Austria that twice washed Muslim armies against the walls of
Vienna. All the while, orthodox Muslims fought Muslim “heretics,” as the
shi’ia Safavid Empire in Iran challenged sunni empires of the Uzbeks and
Ottomans.

Nor was religious warfare confined to the civilizations born of the Medi-
terranean world, where millennia of spiritual ferment troubled and reordered
the region’s history, and still does. In faraway lands which knew little of
Christian and Muslim quarrels, religious justification for war was nonetheless
ubiquitous. The island realm of Japan was said by its people to be ruled by the
“Son of Heaven,” a divine emperor to whom total loyalty was owed, even
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unto death. While in practice more that a few emperors were little more than
prisoners of some powerful daimyo or the later shoguns, kept under effective
palace arrest and compelled to carry out mind-numbing daily rituals, this
cultural and religious myth had enormous power to motivate men to combat.
To some degree, it continued to do so during Japan’s half-century of serial
wars of aggression from 1895 to 1945. The Japanese warrior ethic culminated
in a cult of death from 1943 to 1945, best but not solely expressed in the
extraordinary self-sacrifice of isolated island garrisons and by the “kamikaze.”
In Chinese history, Buddhist monasteries had become military powers where
warrior monks and their armed retainers engaged in protracted fighting with
local warlords and bandits. In India, the Rajputs and Marathas, and later the
Sikhs, organized huge armies around religious communities. They made holy
war to throw off the “Muslim yoke” of the Mughal Empire, and fought also
against Christian invaders from Europe. As for the Americas, ideas of divine
kingship sustained by powerful priesthoods and religious warfare also devel-
oped there historically. Along the great spine of the Andes rose the extra-
ordinary theocracy of Inca Peru, ruled by a Sapa Inca said by his priests, and
thought by his subjects, to reign as a god among men. Terrible were the
bloody rites carried out by warriors, priests, and emperors of the Aztecs in the
Central Valley of Mexico. For the Aztecs, war’s central purpose was not just to
conquer, but to capture prisoners for later human sacrifice needed to appease
ferocious Aztec gods. War and faith formed a seamless, sanguinary whole:
conquest of neighboring tribes and cities permitted ritual sacrifice of captives,
leading to further expansion and sacrifice, all to uphold a core religious pur-
pose according to a calendar written in the heavens by the gods. Virtually all
major societies, in short, no matter how distant or diverse, have waged war for
the usual reasons material and political, but also to match their religious
beliefs and meet spiritual needs.

Nevertheless, in intensity of belief, ferocity of the zealotry displayed, global
scope, and their lasting impact on world economic, legal, political, and mili-
tary affairs, the wars of religion fought by Europeans from the 15th through
17th centuries deservedly garner special attention in world military history.
These wars really began, though this is not always recognized, with the
Hundred Years’ War (1337-1453), which dovetailed with the later Crusades.
Its effects were greatly disintegrative of the old notion of Latin unity within
“res publica Christiana.” It gave rise to the first nation-states, starting with
England and France. Then it spilled into Italy and Spain, and to a lesser
extent into Germany and even eastern Europe, as rootless and ruthless sol-
diers went in search of fresh vineyards and women to despoil. That prolonged
conflict furthered a fundamental shift in the conception of the political order
in western Europe. The change was long in the making, materially and in-
tellectually, as Europe began to recover economically and demographically
from 600 years of hunkered down, castilian defense against barbarian in-
vaders (Goths, Vandals, Arabs, Vikings, and Mongols). The Hundred Years’
War was decisive in pushing the governing classes away from the old belief in
a single Christian people, whose empire and far-off crusades were seen as the

xlv



Preface: Wars of Religion in History

xlvi

finger of God writing the history of the world. This shift was greatly re-
inforced by the “Great Schism” (1378-1417), which shook the old Church to
its core. Replacing the Medieval worldview among the educated laity, and
some clergy, was a more modern worldview which held that history should be
understood in terms of human endeavor, unaided and undiluted by divine
purpose or intervention. This profound awareness of the primacy of human
agency as the motive force of history changed the basic conception and
practice of European statecraft: denying the historical necessity of Christian
unity necessarily favored the secular interests of princes, that is, of raw ma-
terial power. The revolutionary change in outlook that proceeded from this
fact informed the spirit of the Italian Renaissance and found high expression
in the thought and writings of Niccolo Machiavelli. In turn, this resulted in a
great irony and paradox of the wars of religion fought from the early 16th
century: Europe’s Christians slaughtered one another over doctrinal differ-
ences even as their civilization was adopting a more secular focus by leaving
behind a view of history which said that restoration of a single Christian
empire was the will of God, the only sure path to peace, and a prerequisite to
the “Second Coming of the Redeemer.”

Meanwhile, during the first half of the 15th century the shell of the By-
zantine Empire, that once-proud bastion of Orthodox Christianity, staggered
to a tortuous end to its long conflict with the Ottoman Empire, the Great
Power of the Muslim world. The Ottomans, in turn, were still engaged in an
equally ancient intra-Muslim war, between sunnis and shi’ites, with the latter
in control of Iran (or Persia, as this Muslim empire was ineptly known in the
West). The Ottoman capture of Constantinople in 1453, the same year that
saw an end to the Hundred Years” War in France, was a geopolitical earth-
quake that sent a tsunami of fear and unrest across the Mediterranean, with
tremors and aftershocks felt even in the faraway capitals of the rising Atlantic
states of western Europe. At this exquisite historical moment, when old
powers and voices like the popes invoked old ways of thinking by calling for
Christian unity in support of yet another crusade against the hated Muslim
foe, the Latin world was soon riven by fundamental religious and political
divisions. The West thus did not answer the call—which popes and the de-
vout nevertheless still made with the old fervor and insistence. But the papacy
was already politically and spiritually impotent, with the Papal States
themselves militarily weak even within Italy, where throughout the 15th
century they struggled against other wolf-like city-states. This weakness was a
long-term consequence of the “Avignon Captivity” of the papacy during the
14th century and the grave shock to the faithful caused by prolonged clerical
scandal and confusion during the Great Schism. That divide had seen three
popes arrayed against each other, quarreling as well over power and legiti-
macy with general Church Councils. In addition, a militant “heresy’” thrived
in Bohemia, that of the Hussites, which 200 years before would have been
crushed by the Inquisition, the power of the popes, and the ideal of Christian
unity. Jan Hus was burned at the stake by the Church and Empire, but mi-
gratory armies of his Hussite followers were eventually pushed out of
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Germany only with great violence. Other forces of rebellion were present
throughout Europe, needing only a moment of opportunity born of Catholic
division to awake from political dormancy. Such a moment was pending:
serial financial and priestly scandals in the Medieval Church had in fact
caused fatal damage to Latin Christian unity, not least by leading local princes
to become accustomed to the idea of themselves as sovereign—though they
did not yet know or use that word in the early modern sense. What was
needed to ignite the fires of pri