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BOOK IL. /A

CHAPTER VIIy)
PHILIP—OTHO.

Affairs of the Eastern Empire—Of the Syro-Frank States—
Of Armenia— Qf Egypt—Henry VI’s Crusaders— Prepa-
rations jfor Fourth Crusade—Transactions at Venice—
Diversion of Orusade—Siege of Constantinople—Isaac
restored. [1197—1208.

THE uninterrupted continuity of German narrative, con-
sequent upon the uninterrupted continuity of the contest
between Philip and Otho for the Empire, has necessarily
suffered the condition of the non-German world to fallinto
arrear. Even the history of the Sicilian kingdom, under
the rightful heir of the Norman and the Swabian dynasties,
blended in Frederic Roger, has perforce been thus ne-
glected : and still, ere this important part of the subject of
these volumes can be brought down to the epoch of
Philip’s assassination, other transactions claim attention.
During these ten years a Crusade, in result the most
memorable of any, except the first, had not only been
organized, but run its course. And, considering how
large a portion of the pontificate of Innocent 1II is com-
prised in these years, his proceedings in regard both to

VOL. III. 1



2 ALEXIUS THE YOUNGER’S (1197

sovereigns he would spiritually rule(!) and to heresy,
should, chronologically and psychologically, naturally
precede the gradual change of his views relative to his
royal ward and his Welf protegé. The Crusade, as com-
pleted, coming first, must be introduced by a survey of its
theatre, as well the real as the intended.

At Constantinople, Alexius III thought himself secure
upon his stolen throne. The brother whom he had
despoiled of empire and of eyesight, and that brother’s
son, called Alexius the Younger to distinguish him from
his usurping uncle, were his prisoners ; and, now that death
had relieved him from all fear of Henry VI, he, in his
turn, tyrannized, or rather revelled undisturbed. But
Alexius the Younger, a boy of thirteen, managed to escape
in disguise, and stealing on board a Pisan ship, was by it
carried to Italy. Once there, he flew to Rome, and
solicited of the Pope such assistance as would replace his
blind father on the throne, in whose name, he promised to
repay the kindness, by bringing the Eastern Empire back
to the pale of the Roman Catholic Church. To no pontiff,
could the separation of the Greek from the Latin Church
be a source of deeper grief or of bitterer mortification than
to Innocent I11, with his exalted ideal of the Papal office
and dignity ; to none, the reunion of the dissident an
object of more intense desire. That reunion he had
endeavoured to accomplish by argument, through the
agency of a Greek convert, one Nicolo di Otranto ;(2)
be had hoped it from the promises by which Alexius III
had courted his favour and countenance ; and doubly had
he been disappointed. But, for the moment, he did not
hold himself at liberty to renew the attempt by arms,
The recovery of Jerusalem was the one triumph, by which
he hoped to glorify his pontificate: as the first step
towards the attasinment of that splendid as hallowed
triumph, he was labouring to pacify Europe, at least
sufficiently to render a Crusade feasible ; and from this
object he would not be diverted by any other, how
momentous soever—even if practicable ; and he might well
distrust the juvenile diplomatist’s power to fulfil his en-
gagements. He received the royal fugitive kindly, but
professed himself unable, under existing circumstances, to
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afford him assistance. Alexius then sought the German
Court of his sister Irene, where he was certain of finding
at least cordial sympathy with his views, and every incli-
nation to promote his wishes. Philip endeavoured to
support and give weight to his brother-in-law’s abortive
attempts at negotiation with the Pope, by offering his
own guarantee for the reunion of the Greek Church by
Alexius, whenever he should succeed to the Eastern
empire, and solemnly pledging himself to effect it, should
the crown, by the untimely death of the young prince,
devolve upon Irene. But the intervention of Philip at
that time was not beneficial to his father-in-law ; Innocent
persisted in his refusal, Philip struggling for his own crown,
could no otherwise assist;(3) and at his court, Alexius
awaited a more favourable opportunity. For this he looked
to Philip’s final victory over Otho, and undisputed pos-
session of the Holy Roman Empire: but it loomed in
another quarter.

Innocent’s persuasion of the instant need of a new
Crusade, if the very name of a Christian kingdom of
Jerusalem were to be preserved, if any of the Syro-Frank
states were to survive, was fully borne out by the changes,
then daily taking place, amongst their Moslem neighbours.
The Moslem power, so formidable when wielded by Saladin,
80 insignificant when dispersed amongst many, was again
gradually converging into one hand. In the year 1196,
Malek-el-Adel, his power augmented by the follies and the
vices of his younger kinsmen, judged himself equal to a
bold act of usurpation. He formed a close alliance with
his nephew Aziz, Sultan of Egypt; and conjointly at-
tacking Saladin’s eldest son, Afdal, they expelled him from
Damascus, which Malek-el-Adel occupied as his own
capital. Two years later, Aziz died, leaving an infant heir ;
when many of the Emirs and Mameluke chiefs, invited
the dethroned and despoiled Afdal to Cairo, there to
assume the regency during his nephew’s minority. But
Malek-el-Adel was similarly invited by another party of
Egyptian Emirs and Mamelukes ; and in the contest for
this temporary sovereignty, the able uncle again van-
quished the very inferior nephew. Malek-el-Adel was
thus in possession of power only less formidable than
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Saladin’s, and perhaps Noureddin’s; superior to that of
any of their recent predecessors.

Of the previous weakness of the Mohammedans, when
Saladin’s empire was broken up, Henry King of Jerusalem,
feeling himself at once bound and protected by his lion-
hearted uncle’s truce, had not attempted to take advantage.
The inferior Syro-Frank states, whose rulers might have
been less scrupulous, were embroiled with each other, and
with Lesser Armenia in Asia Minor, respecting the right
of succession to Antioch. An intimate, and generally
amicable intercourse, had arisen betwixt the Armenian
princes and their Syro-Frank neighbours, as far back as
the reign of Amalric, when a brother of Toros, Prince of
Armenia, became a Templar. And, although upon the
early death of Toros, the Templar had renounced his
vows, to usurp his infant nephew’s heritage, the act almost
appeared to have strengthened the cqnnexion, it might
have been expected to break. Both Orders had interested
themselves in his success or failure ; and they continued
to interest themselves in all Armenian feuds and other
affairs. During the recent usurpations and palace revo-
lutions at Constantinople, the Armenian princes had
thrown off all subjection, or vassalage to the Eastern
Empire ; Leo, the reigning prince, who, with the consent
of Henry of Jerusalem and Champagne, had assumed the
title of king, sought the confirmation of his royalty from
the Pope and the Emperor (Celestin I1I and Henry VI);
trusting thus to secure European support. In compliance
with his petition, the Archbishop of Mainz, when, aA.p.
1197, he led the Crusaders sent by Henry VI to Palestine,
appears to have been commissioned to confer the desired
title upon Leo ; in the character of Arch-Chancellor and
the Emperor’s representative, receive the homage of the
new King, as a vassal of the Holy Roman Empire ; and in
that of Papal Legate, admit him, with his people, into the
pale of the Roman Catholic Church— the Armenians being
schismatics of neither the Greek nor the Latin Church.

Leo’s niece, Alice, eldest daughter of his deceased
brother Rupin, to whom he had succeeded, was married
to the eldest son of Bohemund III of Antioch,
that Raymond, who had so strangely succeeded,
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as a collateral heir, to Raymond Earl of Tripoli,
because their two utterly unconnected grandfathers, the
reigning Princes of Antioch and Tripoli, had married two
sisters, daughters of Baldwin II of Jerusalem. This
Raymond, Earl of Tripoli, and heir of Antioch, died young,
leaving an infant son, named Rupin, after his maternal
grandfather ; and his dying request to his father, was that
he would immediately proclaim this, his infant grandson,
his heir ; whilst he endeavoured to secure the acquiescence
of his younger brother, another Bohemund, in the arrange-
ment, by bequeathing him Tripoli. The right of an elder
son’s son in preference to a younger son, was not yet fully
established, though in Germany, a judicial combat had
"decided in favour of right by representation, against right
by nearness of relationship.(¥) Bohemund III, according
to his promise, proclaimed Rupin his heir; but his second
son, Bohemund, advanced his claim to be his father’s heir,
using the principality bequeathed him, to defeat the
bequeather’s wishes. A civil war ensued, in which Leo
naturally championed the right of his brother’s grandchild ;
and the military Orders took part, the Templars in favour
of the younger Bohemund, Earl of Tripoli, the Hospitalers
and Marians of the elder Bohemund, Prince of Antioch,
and his grandson Rupin. The Earl of Tripoli then
invited the Sultan of Iconium to invade Armenia, hoping
thus to compel the recall of Leo’s forces from Antioch.
But the success of his nefarious scheme was short-lived ;
the Hospitalers and the Marians flying to Leo’s aid,
after a sharp struggle, expelled the Turks, and were
rewarded by Leo with estates in his dominions.

In such a posture of affairs, the Crusaders despatched
by the Emperor expected to be received with rapturous
gratitude. But since the loss of nine tenths of the
kingdom, the views of the Syro-Franks were changed.
They no longer looked upon war with the Mohammedans
and conquest, or at least booty, as identical. They knew
that these champions of the Cross, after breaking the
truce, which secured present tranquillity to the kingdom,
and making, if successful, some small conquests from the
Saracens, would hold their crusading vow fulfilled, their
utmost duty towards the Holy Land discharged; and
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return home, leaving the inhabitants involved in war,
for the sake of some trifling acquisition, that they were too
weak to preserve. They desired no crusading expedition,
short of such a Crusade as could recover the kingdom, -
won by the first.

In addition to these general feelings with respect to
crusaders, distrust of Henry Vl—the jailer of the ‘Lion-
heart—had been awakened in the minds of the King, his
Barons, and the Grand Masters: they suspected him of
schemes, for compelling the Syro-Frank states to ac-
knowledge themselves vassals of his crown. And this dis-
trust, awakened, perhaps, by the somewhat singular, if
purely accidental circumstance, that the leaders of these
Crusaders were the Archbishop of Mainz, Arch-Chancellor
of the Holy Roman Empire, and the Bishop of Wiirzburg,
the Emperor’s acting Chancellor, would not be allayed by
the conduct of one of these high functionaries, even upon his
way to Palestine.

The fleet, touching at Cyprus, now a hospitable land to
pilgrims, found King Guy just dead. His brother,
Amalric de Lusignan, claimed the kingdom as his natural
heir, but, although no one appears to have dreamt of dis-
puting his right, he had as yet neither assumed the
government nor been proclaimed king. Under these
circumstances, the Bishop of Wiirzburg officiously tendered
his services to crown him. Now as Cyprus was indis-
putably, if not an independent kingdom, a dependency,
either, still, as for ages, of the East-Roman Empire, or of
England,—whose King had conquered, and given the island
to Guy—every way unconnected with Germany or the
West-Roman Empire, this seemed indicative of a design
to extend the German Emperor’s sovereignty, over all the
Latin states in the East; and, weak as was the remaining
fragment of the kingdom of Jerusalem, the idea of such
vassalage revolted the pride of monarch and subject.
Henry, a French peer and Asiatic king, bore to the
Germans a Frenchman’s innate, contemptuous dislike,
especially detesting the Emperor Henry V]I, as the enemy
of his half-worshipped uncle, Richard. To the Templars
and Hospitalers, who, as has been observed, had very few
Germans in their ranks, German sovereignty seemed the
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more peculiarly repugnant, from the existence of a distinct
Teutonic Order; which, again, was as yet too young and
feeble for its sympathies at all to countervail this national
. jealousy. A sentiment fully shared by those Italian,
French, and English Crusaders, who, having remained in
Palestine since the last Crusade, saw, with misgivings
enhanced by dislike, a crusading army wholly German.
The two Chancellors soon perceived the ill will entertained
towards them, and reciprocated the distrust, suspecting
the King of secretly counteracting them; a suspicion to
rebut which, as regarded their warfare against the
Mohammedans, his own interest, when once the truce had
been actually broken, was surely argument sufficient.
Meanwhile the main body of the Crusaders, leaving the
Bishop of Wiirzburg at Cyprus, had hastened forward.
Arriving at Acre in the midst of such internal broils and
consequent weakness, they declared themselves unbound
by treaties, of either English or Syro-Frank King, with
misbelievers; and, without further ceremony, attacked
Sidon. The Mohammedans, relying upon the truce, were
surprised unprepared. ‘The military Orders, despite
the ill will they bore their new auxiliaries, of course
joined the assailants of their natural enemies; and the
town was taken, almost before it was known to be
threatened. But the King of Jerusalem could no longer
either counteract or co-operate with his allies. A strange
accident, as though to increase the confusion, terminated
the reign and life of King Henry. The accident is
diversly related. According to the most generally received
account, he was either upon the roof, or in a balcony of
his palace, having selected so unusual a locality for the
performance of his ablutions, when incautiously stooping
forward he overbalanced himself, and fell headlong to the
ground. The more likely version of one old Chronicler,
adopted by one modern Orientalist,(5) sends him to the roof
or balcony, for the appropriate purpose of watching the
departure of his own troops, upon their march to join the
Crusaders, against whom Malek-el-Adel was now in
motion. That of another,(6) states that he was washing his
hands in a room, when a noise in the street induced him,
in order to see what was the matter, to lean against a
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window, which being imperfectly fastened, gave way and
he fell out. Whilst yet another old Chronicler(”) makes him
in the act of haranguing the people when the fall occurred.
Whichever way the extraordinary as fatal accident
happened, Henry of Champagne and Jerusalem was
killed upon the spot. All the French Crusaders, hitherta
remaining in Palestine, went home upon the loss of theix
compatriot King.

This disaster befell in the autumn of 1197 ; and as the
sceptre of Jerusalem was not to be wielded by female
hands, the Barons immediately looked round for a fourth
husband of their Queen. Their choice was not as suddenly
made upon this, as upon the former occasion ; but, after
some contention and some caballing, very judiciously
settled upon Amalric, King of Cyprus; a connexion calcu-
lated by uniting, to strengthen both small kingdoms. And
as Amalric had to be invited from Cyprus, the indecent
precipitation of Isabel’s third marriage, in the first week of
her widowhood and in a state of pregnancy, was precluded
upon this occasion. Henry’s singular and premature
end was, by many persons, deemed the judgment of Heaven
upon that indecency. Even Innocent spoke of the un-
timely deaths, of both Henry and his predecessor Conrad,
as divine judgments, not indeed for indecorous haste, but,
for their adulterous pretended marriages with the wife of a
living husband. This offence, likewise, was now obviated ;
Humphrey de Thoron had died since his wife’s third
marriage, and Isabel was now really a widow.

The new Crusaders meanwhile, under the Duke of
Brabant and the Earl of Holstein, were besieging Berytus,
the modern Beyrout, and there occurred their first serious
conflict with the Saracens. The place was resolutely
defended, and the castle still held out, long after the city
was in the possession of the Christians. But the ultimate
capture is very variously described, in all save one point ;
to wit, that the Moslem Governor, returning from a suc-
cessful sally, fell into an ambuscade and was slain. During
the confusion that ensued, according to some accounts,
the Christian slaves and prisoners in the castle—of whom,
Beyrout being a favourite port, there were numbers,
diversly estimated anywhere from 14,000 to 300,000—
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rising tumultuously, overpowered the small remaining
rrison, and delivered up the castle to their fellow
‘Christians; whilst, according to others, only three
Christian slaves, or even one singly, managed to place it
in Amalric’s hands; and again, according to others, the
whole body merely made signals of encouragement, to the
camp of the besiegers and to the blockading squadron,
which at that moment was taking up a more menacing
position ; when, the consternation of the besieged being
complete, they evacuated the castle and fled, dispersing in
all directions. The immense booty found in Berytus, was
insufficient to satisfy the Crusaders, whose pious zeal
for the recovery of the Holy City seldom dulled their
sense of their own interest. They are said to have actually
tortured many of their prisoners to death, to extort from
them the disclosure of the supposed receptacles of trea-
sures, still undiscovered. And here again we have another
account, saying that the Crusaders tortured Christian
slaves in the town for this purpose, which provoked those
in the castle to deliver it up to Amalric individually, and
not to the Crusaders. Arnold of Lubeck, in his narra-
tive of this expedition, mentions the conveyance of
intelligence by carrier-pigeons, as something previously
unheard of and scarcely credible. A curious illus-
tration of the slowness with which information in those
ages circulated; carrier-pigeons having, it will be recol-
lected, been employed for this purpose by Noureddin.
The exulting Crusaders now rested upon their oars, to
enjoy their success; whilst the Archbishop of Mainz,
leaving them, repaired to Armenia, there to execute his
twofold commission. The Saracens, alarmed by the fall
of Berytus, surrendering two or three places, the com-
munication between Acre and Antioch was open; and the
castle of Thoron, the only stronghold left to the Moham-
medans upon this line of sea coast, besieged. The leaders
of the Crusade confidently anticipated the recovery of
Jerusalem, when their triumphant career was interrupted,
by the unexpected tidings of the death of Henry VI. The
Rhine Palsgrave and the Landgrave of Thuringia imme-
diately embarked for Europe, accompanied by all, who
either desired to turn the unavoidable confusifm§ of the
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moment to account, or were anxious to defend their
sessions against those whom they suspected of such desires.
Many, however, with the Bishop of Wiirzburg at their
head—the Archbishop of Mainz was still absent in Armenia
—at once taking the oath of allegiance to the son of the
deceased Emperor, remained in Palestine to prosecute
their cenquests. .

But their course of victory was run. Thoron offered,
indeed, to capitulate, but the booty gathered at Berytus
had stimulated the cupidity of the Crusaders; rapaciously
eager to sack the place, they paused upon the offer.
Whilst the Christian camp was divided upon this question,
the approach of a mighty Syro-Egyptian army was an-
nounced, and the siege raised in a panic. The Crusaders
strove to excuse their failure, by charging the Bishop of
Wiirzburg and the Templars with being bribed by the
Mahommedans, and, according to the ofttold tale, cheated
with brass under a layer of gold. In the month of March,
1198, the bulk of those who had staid behind, embarked
for Europe ;—the Duke of Austria, the son of Richard
Ceeur de Lion’s gaoler, died whilst preparing so to do;—
but a part only of the returning Palmers reached their
homes. Many were wrecked, plundered, and enslaved, on
the Greek coast; others, wrecked upon the Apulian, were
slaughtered, in gratification of the anti-Germanism created
by Henry VI’s tyranny.

If through the union of Cyprus with the fragment of
Palestine retained by the Christians, the new King, thus
thrown upon his own resources, was stronger than his pre-
decessor, still, what hope could he entertain of recovering
the lost provinces by the forces of a kingdom, in which
Knights, Templars, and Hospitalers, Patriarch and Barons,
all acted as independent powers; warring with each other,
and making or breaking treaties with the Moslem at their
pleasure? He was only too happy to renew the armistice
that the German Crusaders had broken.

Antioch and Armenia, being less immediately threatened
by the again tolerably concentrated power of the Moham-
meduans, could hardly be expected to set, the more en-
dangered Jerusalemites, an example of profiting by the
respite, to strengthen the Christian cause in Western Asia.
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They were fighting for the conflicting claims to the prin-
cipality of nephew and uncle, or rather, of father and son,
for the younger Bohemund, as if exasperated by the
honour done to his nephew’s ablest champion, Leo, now
no longer confined his demand to being acknowledged his
father’s heir. Supported by the Templars, and even by
the Hospitalers,—whom their common ill will to the
Germans had induced temporarily to join their rivals
against Leo, a German vassal,—he deposed bis aged father,
and Antioch swore allegiance to him.

Such a state of weakness from internal dissensions, in a
country liable, at any moment, to be inundated by mis-
believers, alarmed Innocent, and vigorously did he endea-
vour to provide a remedy. He cancelled the excommuni-
cation illegally pronounced by the Archbishop of Sidon,
as a friend of old Bohemund III, against the Templars,
whom only their own Grand-Master, or the Pope, was
entitled to excommunicate. He commanded the two
Orders (whose ephemeral alliance the departure of the
Germans had dissolved), to lay aside their enmity. and
unite for the defence of the Holy Land. He censured the
Patriarchs of Jerusalem and Antioch, for their contest
respecting the supremacy over the archbishopric of Tyre;
appointing them a day upon which to appear before him,
and explain their several pretensions; further censuring
the former for sundry acts of rapacity and versatility. He
interposed at Antioch, for the protection of church pro-
perty, whether father or son, nephew or uncle were Prince.
He mediated a reconciliation between Leo of Armenia and
the two Orders ; which effected, Leo reinstalled Bohemund
III in his principality of Antioch and compelled Bohemund
the son to retire to his county of Tripoli; both conjointly
referring the question of right of inheritance, to the Pope.
Leo appears to have faithfully observed this treaty; but
the younger Bohemund, even whilst, as Earl of Tripoli, he
was soliciting the Pope to procure him European pro-
tection against the Saracens, resisted his interveation in
the succession question. The war was, in consequence,
repeatedly renewed, without decisive result. But
Innocent rewarded Leo, and gained the good will of
Armenia, by sending the archiepiscopal pall to the
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Katholikos, or Head of the Armenian hierarchy, and to
the monarch, a consecrated banner, with the requested
declaration, that only the Pope or his legate had authority
over the King of Armenia; thus tacitly relieving him from
his lately accepted vassalage to the Western Emperor.
Innocent is said to have also found means of appeas-
ing the wrath of Alexius Angelus, at the severance of
Cyprus from the Eastern Empire; which wrath he had
apprehended as an impediment to his projected Crusade.
For Innocent was well aware that even if united among
themselves, wisely governed, and in cordial friendship with
Armenia, the Syro-Franks would still be unable, without
European succours, to maintain their strip of sea coast,
far more to recover Jerusalem ; and he continued to labour
indefatigably, and judiciously as zealously, to organize a
new Crusade for their assistance. He addressed patheti-
cally vehement epistles to the princes of Europe, implor-
ing them to lay aside private differences and enmities, in
order to defend their brethren in Palestine, and again
wrest the land, hallowed by the passion of their Redeemer,
from the enemies of their holy religion. He sought to
provide the funds necessary for a Crusade; himself with
his Cardinals setting the example of liberality, by sub-
- scribing a tenth of their revenues. He laid a specific tax
upon church property, regulating the percentage upon
income to be paid by the several orders of regular, and
ranks of secular clergy; and for this hallowed object
he called upon all temporal princes in like manner to tax
the laity. To guard against the possible misapplication
or embezzlement of the funds so raised, their custody and
distribution was everywhere to be committed to the bishop
of the diocese, jointly with a knight Templar and a knight
Hospitaler. Whoever, as a Crusader, received any portion
thereof, was bound at his return, to produce a certificate of
his having fulfilled his crusading vows, signed by the
King of Jerusalem, the Patriarch, one of the Grand-
Masters; or the Papal Legate. Whoever died upon the
Crusade, was to transfer his share of the fund to a survivor.
No one who had taken the Cross, could be released from
the performance of the duty to which he had thus pledged
himself, without the strictest investigation of his motives;
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and when they were pronounced lawful, the excused
Crusader was bound to contribute the sum his expedition
would have cost him, to the general fund. By a sort of
sumptuary law, Innocent prohibited tournaments, festivals,
and all unnecessnr{expenditure in dress and thetable—limit-
ing even the number of dishes at a meal for nobleman and
citizen respectively—until the object of the Crusade should
be accomplished. He forbade Venice, under pain of an
interdict, to trade with Moslem states for the same period ;
but upon her representation, that, having no land, she
depended for bread upon her trade with corn-growing
countries, he limited the prohibition to supplying them
with what is now termed contraband of war. And he
augmented the spiritual indulgences, and the temporal
protection of person and property, usually granted to
pilgrims and crusaders.
ut Innocent, like Urban 11, could find no royal leader
for his Crusade. The times were unpropitious. France
was under an interdict for Philip II’s persistence in
bigamy, and moreover engrossed by a war with England,
equally engrossing English attention and resources.
Germany was torn by the contention of Philip and Otho
for the crown; Frederic of Sicily a mere child; the
rinces of the western peninsula were, as usual, engaged in
gostilities with the Moslem at home; the northern and
eastern European potentates, for the most part, occupied
with internal broils and civil wars. But it the Pope’s
energetic measures were thus grievously counteracted,
they were effectually aided by the passionate predication
of a French parish priest, Foulque, pastor of Neuilly;
who, after some years of indulgence in the gross sensuality,
to which the ecclesiastics of his country, and especially of
the Parisian diocese, are said to have been then prone,(f)
in a sudden burst of enthusiasm, after due penance and
penitential scourging, devoted himself to crusade-preach-
ing. Whether he undertook this duty by the immediate
command of Innocent IIL,(°) or as a sort of bequest from
his own converter and spiritual guide, Peter, a chorister of
Notre Dame at Paris, to whom Innocent or Celestin had
assigned it,(1°) may be questioned. But, however com-
missioned, Foulque, emulating Peter the Hermit, tra-
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versed the country in all directions, preaching, commotin,
the minds of men, and awakening their sympathies, an
religious zeal; still no palpable result appeared.
should seem that, in the absence of any new catastroph
in the Holy Land, the excitement of one of those favourit
festivals, always denounced by the Popes, and now, in th
supposed interest of the desired crusade, positively pro
hibited, was requisite to stimulate these feelings int
action.

It was at a tournament held at Ecry, in the autumn of th
year 1199, by Thibalt Earl of Champagne, brother and, i
his county, heir of Henry King of Jerusalem, tha
Foulque found the opportunity of enkindling the enthu
siasm of an assemblage of nobles, powerful enough, con
jointly, to raise a really efficient Crusade. The princel;
giver of the tournament himself took the Cross; hi:
cousin-german, Lewis, Earl of Blois—similarly nephew tc
the Kingsof France and England—and hissister’s husband
Baldwin, Earl of Flanders and WHainault followed hi:
example, as did the less powerful Earls, Simon and Guy
de Montfort, Gaultier and Jean de Brienne, the Bishop o
Soissons, with many other nobles, knights, and prelates
there present: all these Crusaders at once chose the Ear.
of Champagne for their leader. This was the spark
wanting to light the fire. The flame now spread; on al
sides the Cross was taken, and no fear remained of the
Crusade failing for want of numbers. Councils—shall
they be termed of war or of policy ?>—met to arrange future
proceedings, when a new course was suggested and
adopted ; it was resolved to conquer Egypt prior tc
attempting the recovery of Jerusalem, thus to give the
feebler kingdom support and stability. ('!) The prepara-
tions, as usual, consumed much time; and only in
February, 1201, were six Barons—Villehardouin Marshal
of Champagne, the Chronicler of this Crusade, being one—
despatched to Italy, there to arrange with the great
mercantile cities, the conveyance of the army to Egypt.

The Envoys repaired to Venice, already superior to her
rivals Pisa and Genoa, whilst of the southern monarchial
rival of all three, Sicily, the naval energies appeared to
have expired with the last, in the direct male line, of her
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Norman kings, William II. She showed none during
Tancred’s usurpation, or the short and troubled reign of
Constance and her despotic consort. Venice was steadily
advancing towards the zenith of her maritime and com-
mercial greatness. By habitually acknowledging the
sovereignty of the East-Roman emperors, who were in no
condition to interfere with her perfect independence, she at
once guarded herself against the assumption of sovereignty
by the more formidable western emperors (whom she
acknowledged when her interest required), and greatly
benefited her trade ;—throughout the Eastern Empire, as a
}l)%rt thereof, she enjoyed the privileges of nationality.

e first use she had made of her independence was to
elect her own despot, in her Duke or Doge; but even in
the eleventh century, the opulent merchants and nobles,
growing impatient of his arbitrary authority, had begun to
place restraints, in the form of Councils, upon its exercise.
Of these Councils, in the twelfth century, there were two ;
namely, the Great Council, and a smaller, called I Pregads,
literally the Invited, because the Doge, selecting them
himself, invited them to help him with their advice. Both
these bodies consisted solely of nobles. At the opening of
the thirteenth century, the Pregadi had become a Senate,
regularly elected by the Great Council; and as a further
control upon the Doge, a still smaller council, analogous
to the Credenza of the Lombard cities, was created. But if
the Doge had thus lost much of his pristine despotism,
he was still far removed from his later puppethood ; and
his power was, generally speaking, proportionate to his
individual talents and popularity. The blind nonage-
narian, Enrico Dandolo, with whom the Barons had to
treat, was wellnigh absolute.

He and his three Councils readily undertook the transpor-
tation ofthe crusading host toEgypt; but—deeply interested
as was Venice, by commercial rather than religious con-
siderations, in the existence of the kingdom of Jerusalem—
not gratuitously. The Doge and Councils proposed, for the
sum of 85,000 marks of silver, of Cologne weight, to provide
4500 knights with their Q000 esquires or men at arms
and their horses, as also 20,000 infantry, with conveyance
and nine months’ subsistence ; the money to be paid upon
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the 1st of April of the next year, 1202, and the fleet to
sail with the Crusaders, by the ensuing Midsummer day, at
the latest. The Barons agreed to the terms, borrowed
2000 marks in-Venice, which, by way of clenching the
bargain, they paid to the Doge as earnest ; and returning,
reported their arrangements to their employers. The
Doge at their departure observed to them, that he should
not be disinclined to join the expedition with fifty ships, on
account of the republic, if assured of half the expected
conquests,

The treaty was communicated to the Pope, who well
knowing both the improvidence of the noble Crusaders—
which was likely to impoverish them—and the grasping
disposition of the Republic, refused to sanction the terms,
without the addition of a clause, abjuring all idea of aggres-
sion upon any Christian state, and binding the Venetians
neither to take any advantage of the pilgrims, nor upon
any pretext, to hinder or delay their voyage. The
Venetians positively refused to insert a clause that implied
mistrust of their honour ; and Innocent, in his anxiety to
forward the expedition, did not persist in the demand. But
he endeavoured to supply the place of the rejected clause,
and marked his unaltered opinion of the contracting parties,
by prohibiting, under pain of excommunication, any act of
hostility against a Christian state.

The diplomatist Barons, meanwhile, heedless or
ignorant of the Pope’s fears and disapproval, were welcomed
by their employers as skilful negotiators. But they found
their chosen Chief ill, and their tidings if they cheered,
could not cure him. In the month of May he died,
leaving much of the sum he had gathered together for the
expenses of the Crusade, to individual Crusaders, whom he
judged unable to pay their way. Another leader now
had to be found. The Duke of Burgundy and the Earl
of Bar, severally and successively, declined the proffered
honour ; whereupon the zealous Villehardouin, a person of
weight, as Marshal of Champagne, proposed the Marquess
of Montferrat, brother of Marquesses William and Conrad,
husbands respectively of Sibylla and of Isabel, Queens of
Jerusalem. The idea was well received, the only objection
to Marchese Bonifazio being, that he had not taken the
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Cross; which, Villehardouin alleged was a recommenda-
tion, since by tempting him with the supreme command
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