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INTRODUCTION.

EvEry one has heard: of the Jesnits: throughout the whole
civilized world they are either hated or beloved. No one de-
spises them; to no intelligent man is the society an object of
simple indifference. To some it is inexpressibly odious; in
many souls it begets tender reverence and affectionate grati-
tude.

The Jesnits are talked of by many; they are known by few.
Nor has it, hitherto, been easy for those not brought into actual
contact with them to know them as they are. The history of
the society, by Crétineau Joly, has been before the world for
some years; but, independently of its great length, which de-
ters the general reader from attempting it, it is a sealed book
to the many who are not familiar with the language of its au-
thor.

The translator of the more popular sketch, recently pub-
lished in France, by M. Daurignac, has thought that, by
offering this work to the public in an Eoglish dress, he
would be supplying a void in our literature, and rendering a
service likely to be appreciated by that large class who are in-
terested in the history of our modern civilization, and who de-
sire that such information as they possess should be derived
from authentic sources, and be reliable and precise, so far as it
goes.

He has supposed that a natural curiosity may well exist to
know something of a society of which so much is said; whose
missionaries, theologians, philosophers, orators; whose stu-
dents and writers in every department of literature and science;
whose saints and whose sages have, for three centuries, been
foremost in the palaces of kings and the hovels of the poor, in
the cell of the prisoner and in the trackless forests of a newly-
discovered world, in the council chambers of statesmen and in
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the retreats of learning; who have dared all things, endured
all things, hoped all things; who have set the world an exam-
ple of courage which has never been surpassed, of humility
and obedience which have never been equalled; who, prudent
as serpents and harmless as doves, perseveringly in every
clime—and what region of the earth is not full of their la-
"bors ?—amid all the changes and chances of this mortal life,
have made themselves all things to all men, in order that by
all means they might gain to Christ a few—their watchword,
the maxim of their great founder, “ FOR TBE GREATER GLORY
oF Gop.” -

Their founder, a man of the world and a soldier, in middle
age 80 full of the vanities of the world, that he compelled his
surgeon to inflict upon him repeated and agonizing tortures, in
the hope of avoiding thereby a trifling disfigurement—so igno-
rant of Christian morals, that he was saved, apparently by a
mere accident, from committing murder to avenge an insult to
his faith; so illiterate that he had never had the Latin gram-
mar in his hand—renounced in an instant, utterly and for-
ever, the world which he had so much loved, became the
spiritual father of theologians, the momentum of whose onset
drove back the hosts of error, thereby staying the plague of
atheism, and hemming in the torrents of heresy, in Europe,
within the bounds which it occupied when the society was
formed, and beyond which it has not, to this day, surged,
and, finally, stood forth the father of the most learned and
most distinguished literary corporation that the world has ever
seen.

Of this wonderful society, what is thought by the mass of
those who visit it with their groundless dislike, mayeprobably
be summed up in the definition of the word *Jesuit,” given
by Noah Webster, a man whose definitions are seldom offens-

ively erroneous, and who has certainly not gone intention-.

ally out of his way to attack, under cover of explanation.
He says that a Jesuit ig, “1st, one of the Society of Jesus,
8o called—a society remarkable for their cunning in propa-
gating their principles; 2d, a crafty person, an intriguer.”
And we belicve Dr. Webster to have been in simple good
faith in giving that definiion. He was a learned man, after
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the learning of his age and country, and this was his idea of
a Jesuit. To him the word meant this, and this alone; it
was associated -in his mind with nothing heroic, nothing
eaintly, with no discoveries in science, no beauties of litera-
tare, nothing glorious in art: to him it was simply the
synonym of every thing most hateful and most dangerous—
craft and cunning.

The candid reader of this book will certainly, on closing it,
admit, whatever opinion he may still entertain of the Jesuits,
that the very general existence of this prejudice is a remark-
able, and he will probably find it an inexplicable, phenome-
non. The writer of these lines, a son of a Church which he
kuows to be holy, and brought up in a land where it is very
generally hated and ignored, calmly accepts both facts, and
has a theory by which he explains them, which to him is sat-
isfactory and even consoling.

His theory is, that this phenomenon of universal hatred and
reproach, taken in connection with those facts in the case
which become plain to every inquirer, and viewed in the
light thrown upon them by certain sacred words of Him who
is Truth itself, proves that the men thus slandered are, in-
deed, the very opposite of what they are represented to be
“Behold, I send you as sheep in the midst of wolves; be ye,
therefore, wary as serpents and guileless as doves; you will
be hated by all men for My Name's sake. The disciple is
not above his Master: if they have called the Master of the
house Beelzebub, how much more them of his household ?”
(8t. Matthew x, 16, 22, 25).

He would say, in short, of the society, what a great writer
has said of the Church of which it is one of the glories: “If
there be a society which is felt to be so simply bad that it
may be calumniated at hazard and at pleasure, it being noth-
ing but absurdity to stand upon the accurate distribution of
ite guilt among its particular acts, or painfully to determine
how far this or that story is literally true, what is not proved,
or what may be plausibly defended; & society such that men
look at a member of it with feelings which no sect raises except
Judaism, Socialism, or Mormonism—with animosity, fear, sus-
picion, disgust, a8 the case may be; or as if something strange
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had befallen him, as if he had had initiation into a mystery,
and had come into communion with dreadful influences; as
if he were now one of a confederacy which claimed him, ab-
sorbed him, stripped him of his personality, reduced him to a
mere organ or instrument of a whole; a society which men
rate as proselytizing, anti-social, revolutionary, or dividing
families, separating chief friends, corrupting the maxims of
government, making a mock at law, dissolving the empire,
the enemy of human nature, and a conspirator against its
rights and privileges; which they associate with intrigue and
conspiracy ; which they speak about in whispers; which they
detect by anticipation in whatever goes wrong, and to which
they impute whatever is unaccountable; a society the very
name of which they would cast out as evil, and use simply as
a bad epithet, and which, from the impulse of self-preserva-
tion, they would persecute if they could; if there be such a
society now in the world, it is not unlike Christianity as that
same world viewed it when it first came forth from its Divine
Author.” *

The calumnies of the Jansenists, and the pasquinades of
the brilliant but malignant Pascal, have also much to do
with the popular tradition which has been formed about the
Jesuits. These calumnies they never noticed; they answered
them as did the great Scipio his enemies in his time—by deeds,
not words. At the time of the dreadful pestilence at Mar-
seilles, alluded to by Pope,

“When nature sickened, and each gale was death,”

the Jansenists, calumniators of the sons of St. Ignatius, the sol-
dier, were in spiritual charge of the city. They fled like bad
shepherds who care not for their flock; but the Jesuits hast-
ened there from a neighboring town, died at their posts, and
left their good name in the hands of the grateful Marseillais.

Many such traits will the reader find in these short and
simple annals, which the translator commits to the candor of
the public. He has done his best; his aim has been to sup-

¢ Newman’s Develop., p. 116, Am. Ed.
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ply & want, to offer means for the satisfaction of a natural
and reasonable curiosity. He was convinced that such a
work was wanted, and he has taken advantage of its appear-
ance to render it accessible to those who speak his mother
tongue. It is no panegyric: it is an unvarnished narrative of
facts. The language of panegyric is not often in the mouths
of such as know the Jesuits, when speaking of those devoted
men, who work not for their own glory, but “Ad majorem Dei
gloriam " —for the greater glory of God. Their panegyric is in
the hearts of those to whom they have ministered the bread
of life, rather than on their lips; and now, as of old, words fail,
or appear unseemly to one to whom the word “Jesuit” sug-
gesta the recollection of many a venerated friend whom he
ghall see in the flesh no more; of men of whom the world was
not worthy, “quorum non est dignus procumbens solvere cor-
rigiam calceamentorum eorum.”

8r. Lovuis, Mo., December 31s¢, 1864,
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PREFACE.

Tae history of the Society of Jesus possesses so much of deep
interest, such a variety of touching and edifying incidents, that it
is to be regretted that it has not been better and more generally
known. It is frequently said, “the Jesuits are intriguers; the
Jesuits are ambitious ; the Jesuits are-a power working in the
dark, wherever they are tolerated.”

But are these terrible Jesuits known? No; nor do they seek
to know them. “It is enough,” they say, “to know that they have
been expelled by every government.” True, they were expelled by
all Catholic states ; but has it ever been asked upon what grounds?
Has the question ever been asked whether the ministers who ex-
torted from their sovereigns those decrees of expulsion were
Christians, either in principle or in practice? And yet, would it
not be well that we should investigate the matter for ourselves, in-
stead of adopting, at random, an opinion, the foundation of which
we have never taken the pains to examine?

But, you object, “the History of the Society of Jesus, by M.
Crétineau Joly, occupies six large volumes; it is impossible to
enter upon the perusal of such an extensive work.”

This oft-repeated objection has induced the author to prepare s
comprehensive history of an Order in itself so illustrious, so
fiercely condemned by some, 80 much admired by others; an Order
to which many have been friendly, many hostile, few indifferent.

The author of the following pages has made it his study to be
sufficiently elaborate to enlighten the reader, and so brief as not
to fatigue or discourage any; for he is aware that those whose
life is mostly devoted to social duties, have the least time for read-
ing. But as the perusal of two volumes is never too formidable a
task, even for a busy man, the author has some hope of being read.

The matter is arranged chronologically, under the administra-
tion of each succeeding General of the Order, and, where it was
possible, according to the succession of the cotemporary Popes.
The reader will thus be enabled to have a clearer view of events
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as they transpired, and of the labors undertaken by the Society of
Jesus in the various parts of the world, under the direction of the
several Superiors.

As the documents which M. Crétineau Joly has collected, and
made the basis of his history of this celebrated society, are au-
thenticated beyond doubt or cavil, the author has not hesitated to
accept them as evidence in this work.

On the labors of the Jesuits in our own days, under their pres-
ent General, the Rev. P. Beckx, we touch but lightly, as it is diffi-
cult to speak of those who are living.

We deem it a matter of great importance to assert our entire in-
dependence as a writer. It has been said of us that our pem
was guided by the Jesuits. This accusation is unfounded; we can
fearlessly assert that the Jesuits, neither directly nor indirectly,
ever asked any favor of us as a writer, not even by & hint or in-
sinuation. They need not our defense—God is with them, and
for them. Our object in penning these pages was twofold, and we
have no hesitation in making it known: first, to give informa-
tion, on a very interesting subject, to men who can not find time
to read more extended histories; secondly, to discharge our con-
science of a debt of gratitude to the saints of the society, to whose
intercession we are indebted for many special favors. Besides, as
we had already published the history of the founder, it was natu-
ral that we should have the desire of following up the fortunes of
his Order, from its origin to our own times. True, we did not de-
gire to trespass, and we deemed it our duty to apply to the
Jesuits for their sanction, before encroaching on the precincts
of their historic domain, Permission was granted without hesita-
tion—perhaps through a fear of wounding our feelings by a refu-
sal; but, however that may be, it certainly can not be said that a
writer is directed when his pen is left entirely free. Such inform-
ation as we needed was readily and cheerfully furnished by the
members of the society. For this the author is assuredly grate-
ful; but yet this does not imply that his pen has been directed
or influenced by them—quite the contrary.

At the feet of St. Ignatius, St. Francis Xavier, and the other
saints of the society of Jesus, we humbly, but confidently, lay this
tribute of our devotion, in the hope that they will amile upon the
fruits of our labor, and cause Heaven's blessings to descend
upon us. J. M. DavriaNac.




CONTENTS OF VOLUME 1. ’

PAGE

INTRODUCTION. m

PREFACE x

Ox161N AND FOUNDATION OF THE SOCIETY or JE8US, (1522-15641)........... [N §

I Cosl;vzrsmn of 8t. Ignatius—His sojourn at Manresa—Pilgrimage— 1
udies

II. St. Ignatius in Paris—The Society is formed—Flrst labors in Italy. 6

II1. La Storta—Preaching in Rome—Calu
—Plan of the Constitutions—Approval of the Socxety—St Igna-
tius, General

GExrERrALSHIP OF ST, INATIUS LoOYOLa, (1541-1556)

1. Mission in Ireland—Zeal and devoted of the Jesuits—Legat
II. Labors in Italy—New as A st
III. The Jesuits in France—Their success in Spain—Araoz, nephew of

St. Ignatius—&t. Francis Xavier and Simon Rodrignezin Portugal.
1V. Peter Lefdvre—Lejayand Bobadillain Germany— Peter Canisius—
Lefevre in Spain—His death—Charitable foundations of St. Igna-
tius—St. Francis Xavier in the Indies—Foreign missions.......
V. The Jesuits at the Council of Trent—Bishoprics refused......
VI. Bobadilla at the Diet of Ratisbon—He is wounded—The interim—
}‘hlq Je;ixln.s in Salamanca—Melchior Cano—Death of the Pope—
ulius IL.......... tesseressseneseenssansinsbe esae e ioea sene PRI
VIIL. The Duke of Gandia—R« bly of the C il—German Col-

ege
VIIL League of the Parliament and of the University of Paris against
the Society—Laynez Provincial—The Pope wishes to make him
Cardinal
IX. Jesuits excommunicated at Saragosa—Reparation.........cceeeenee
X. Missions of Brazil—The Jesuits in Ethiopia.
XI1. Apostleship of Father Canisius in Germany—st. Francis Borgia
refuses the Cardinal's hat—Déath of

GENERALSHIP OF FATHER LAYNEZ, SECOND GENERAL, (1556-1565).....cc0000000e0

1. Charles V and St. Francis Borgia—Don Sebastian—Jealousies of
the Court—Cal Pius IV...oiriiiiiieereeess ecceneiisiaes veenne
IL. Jealousies in the University—Privileges of the Roman College—
Fathers Emond Auger and Pelletier _in France—Opposition...
II1. The Parliament and the University of Paris against the Jesnits—
anference of Poissy—Council of Trent—Triumph of Father 10
y“ﬁl
IV. The Baron of Adrets—The good Father Emond—The plague and
the Jesuits—Father Possevin........ esensess 114
V. Canisius at the Diet of Petrikaw—Oalumnies of the heretics—CAr-
dinal Charles Borromeo—R 121
VI. Missions of the Indies—Of Japan—Of Brazil—Of Africa—Death of
Father Laynez. 128

8 8 2 338 & 8 ES 8‘—‘3885

§

GERERALSHIP OF St. FRANCIS BORGIA, THIRD GENERAL, (1565-1572)........... 139
I Pig: V—Frauds against the Society—Epidemio—Jesuits and here-
o .

"(xi)



xu CONTENTS OF VOLUME I.

PiGE
II. The Moors of Granada—The Plague—Francis of Spain.......cccecceee 146
II1. Plague in Portugal—Heroism of the Jesuits—Father da C
Tutor to the King—Plots of the Court—The Jesuits in France,
Father Perpinien—Conspiracy in Paris—The clocks of Lyons—
v Tl?hi Fnt?erszéJger nm?_léosqeyin Apostolical Legate—St. Sta
. e Apostle of Germany—Canisius, Apostolical gab . Stan-
islsﬁgkos?h—Fnr of the Heretics—Father Maggio........ eenss 162
V. Foreign missions—Florida—Peru soss 166
V1. Brazil—Seventy Jesuits martyred at sea by the Calvinists—The 2

Indies—Japan

VII. Francis Borgia at the Courts of Spain, Portugal, and_France—
Father Tolet with Cardinal Ca doni—Battle of Lep
Death of the Pope and of St. Francis Borgia. 182

GeugraLsaIr oF FATEER MEBCURLAN, FOURTH GENERAL, (1672-1580)......... 189
L Cruelt{ of the Hugunenote—Gregory XIII—Odious calumny~—Tri-
P

ump

II. Riot at Antwerp—Don Juan of Austria—Anger of the Heretics—
Bafus and Father Bellarmine— Triumph of Father Tolet—St.
Charles Borr o |

[I1. Elizabeth persecutes the Catholica—Th Pound—The Jesuit

in

1V. Mission of Brasil—Father Anchieta—Progress of Christianity in
Japan—Father Rudolphus Aquaviva—Peter Canisius in Switzer-
land—-Death of Father M i rereneee 200

189

GENERALSHIP OF FATHEER CrLAUDIUS AQUAYIVA, FIFTH GENERAL, (1581-1615) 217

L Father Possevin Legate in Poland and Muscovy—His mediation
between the two sovereigns—Negotiation of Father Possevin
. _with the Northern Courta—Treaty of Peace........cocercvesscessennsenss 1T
II. "The traitor Elliott—The Fathers Parsons and Cam pian—Persecu-
tions—Examinations, tortures, and martyrdom of Fathers Ed-
mond Campian, Sherwin, and Briant
III. The Gregorian calendar—A riot of buhherg—Msr:yrdom of Fa-

ther Rudolphus Aquaviva and his comp nsur al
g_ les appeased by the Jesuits—The calendar again—Riot at
1D,

IV. Sixtus V and the League—The Pope wishes to change the name
of the Society—Firmness and humility of the General—Death
of Sixtus V—Death of St. Aloysius Gonzag,

V. Death of Henry III—Henry IV and the Confederates—Father
Tolet Cardinal—St. Francis of Sales pupil of Father Possevin—
Father Possevin and Cardinal Tolet have the excommuniecation
of Henry IV removed—John Chastel—Injustice of Parliament—
Martyrdom of Father Guignard, and expulsion of the Jesuit
from Paris 248

VI. P?\rsecneion in England—Martyrdom of Jesuits—Death of the

VIIL. Persecution in Japan—Martyrs and cOnVersions.........eeeesuseseecsnese 261
VIIL Death of Cardinal Tolet—Father Bellarmine Cardinal—Revenge
of the Heretics—Father Coton and Henry IV—The Jesuits
frighten Parliament—Henry IV recalls them—They preach the
Gospel in Canada

IX. Gunpowder Plot in England

X. Rupture between the Venetian Senate and the Roman Court—The
Jesuita faithful to the Holy See—They are banished.................. 288

XI. Canonization of 8t. Igoatius and 8t. Francis Xavier~—Death of
Henry IV—Odious tion—Insurrection at Aix-la-Chapelle
and at 12"}“:.;1‘”1‘{“1“ Franciscans burned—The Jesuits are o0

XI1I. Father Geronimo Xavier preaches the Gospel in the Mogul Em-
B:e——l"at_her Legoda in Tartary—Father Nobili in Madura—

ther Ricei in China 9
XIII. Franciscans in Japan—Treason—The twenty mmg—- ree Jes-
uits erucified—More Christians—More martyrs—-The Protestants

. onter Japen and ecalumniste tho Jeouits. 807

-




-

CONTENTS OF VOLUME I. p 3118

PAGE
XIV. Missions of Ethiopia, in the whole of Africa, and in the two
Americas—Death of Father Claudius Aquaviva 317

GENERALSHIP oF FATHER MUTIUS VITELLESCHI, SIXTH GENERAL, (1615-1645) 324
I. Monita Secret
I1. Progress of Catholicity ip Germany, Poland, and Russia by the
Jesuits—TH&F Tabors in ltaly—Father Arnoux and Louis X11—
Death of the Pope, John Berchmans, and Cardinal Bellarmine—
Gregory XV canonizes 8t. Ignatius and St Francis Xavier..
L. lﬂ;\_xz.inﬁ.:a1:1:nusn)L—:F_aﬂmnl?.rmlmiek Spée........ T
1V. Fresh persecutions of the Parliament—Death of Father Coton—
Royal favor—Pardon of enemies
V. Martyrdom of Jesuits at Utrecht—Jansenius—St. Cyran—St. Vin-
cent de Paul—Port Royal
VI. The Island of Malta and the Jesuits—The Jesuit martyrs in Eng-
land—The Scuole Pie and Father Pietra Santa.......c.ccceeirieieenes 360
VIIL. Increased persecutions in Japan—Numberless martyrs—Father
Spinola—The Fathers Buzoni and Carvalho—Twenty-four Jesuit
mart;’rs—An apostate—Father Masirilli—The apostate martyr. 367
VIII. Difficulties in the mission of Chi Father de Rhodes in Cochin
China and at Tonquin—Missions of ASi&......c..cerviiesrernnsnnecsenenss 378
IX. Missions of the two Ameri R
X. Republic of Parnguay—Don Bernadino de Cardenas—Death of
Urban VIII and Father Mutius Vitelleschi........coevuenriecrnrrecenns 391

veve

g ¢ 88

GENERALSHIP OF FATHER VINCENT CARAFFA, SEVENTH GENRRAL, (1645-1649) 399

1. Bankruptey of Seville—Father Jarrige—Martyrs of Canada—Don
Juan de Palafox—Death of the Father-General......

GENERALSHIP OF FATHER PiccoLoMINi, EIGHTH GENERAL, AND oF FATHER
GOTTIFREDL, NINTH GENERAL, (1649-1652)
II. Father de Rhodes in Rome and Paris—Retractation of Jarrige—
isputes of the J: i Christina of 8weden—Persecution
in Englnnd—Missions of Canada— Paraguay— Father Adam

Schall at Pekin—Death of Father Piccolomini—Death of Father
Gottifredi 41




CONTENTS OF VOLUME II.

Gmumlm: or FATHER GoswiN NiCcKEL, TEXTH GENERAL, (1652-1661).......
I. ism at Re 'oreign missi
II. Don Juan de Pnlaﬁ)x—La%&ra Provinciales—The Jesuits return

to Venice—Martyrdom of Father Bobola..........
III. Letter of the Empress of China—Missions of America—Death of
the Father-G al

GENERALSHIP OF FATHER PAvUL OL1vA, ELEVENTH GENERAL, (1661-1681)... ..
I. Theologians of Port Roynl—Fnther Annat, Confessor of Louis

XIV—~Fresh c Plot of the B at Pekin—Death
of Father Adam Schall.........e.veeiinissersecanes
II. Intrigues of the Jansenists—Father Bomdnloue—Forelgn mis-
slons—The. postor L y—Pére
tion of the Hereti

de Britto—Death of Father Oliva..

Gntnu.sxlag_’or FATHER CHARLES DE NOYELLE, 1'WELFTH GENERAL, (1681-

I. Regal rights—The Four Articles of lwz—RevocnhmgimaEm t
gf Iﬁnnte“s—-l’rogless of Christianity in China--Death of Father
e Noyelle.

Gmnu.smp or FATHER DX SANTALLA, THIRTEENTH GENERAL, (1687-1706)

L. Rivalry of France and Spain—Firmness of the Father-General—
Father Peter and the King of England—Exactions of Joseph
I—The Jesuits in China

II. Alexander VIII and Innocent XII—Louis X1V yields on the Four
Articles; the Jansenists alone sustain them—Religious discus.
slons—Pére Lachaise—Rollin

III. The Jesuits and the Domi
ceremomes—Madum, Paragnay—California—~Guiana—Death of
the Father-G

GENERALSHIP OF FATHER TAMBURINI, FOURTEENTH GENERAL, (1706-1730).

I. Cardinal de Tournon in China and the Indies—Suppression of
Port Royal des Champs—Father Letellier—Condemnation of
“Réflexions Morales’—Bull Unigenitus—Denth of the King. e

II. Jansenist hatreds—Calumnies—Plague of Marseilles.........
III. Chinese customs again—The appellants—Death of the Father-

General

GeNERALsHIP OF FATHER FrRANCIS RETZ, FIFTEENTH GENERAL,-(1730-1750).
I. Triple alliance of Jansenism, Protestantism, and Infidefity—
Catharine Cadiére—Father Chamillard—Madame Vianen and

the dying patient of the Hotel Dieu........ccoocesnusrnverenns [

II. Question of Chi cuatoms decided, and the submission of the
Jesuits—Treason of Annguem—le war in Paraguay—Gold
mines—Death of the General......

GENERALSRIP OF FATHER VISCONTI, SIXTEENTR GENERAL, (1750~17565), AND
OF FATHRE CENTURIONT, SKEVENTRENTH GENERAL, (1755-1757)..ccc00veterenvnene

(xiv)

97




CONTENTS OF VOLUME II. xv

PAGE
1. Sebastian Carvalho, Marquis of Pombal—His hypocrisy—His per-
fidy—He fersecutes the nobility, the Jesuits, and the Indiang—
Nicholas I, Emperor of RY.
I1. Free-thinkers at the Court of France—Father Lavallette at Mar-
tiniq Peter D: -Death of Father Centurioni................ 108

GzxERALSHIP 0F FaTHER Riccl, EIGHTEENTH GENERAL, (1758-1T775)......c0... 110
L Pombal wishes to suppress the Jesuits in order to establish the
Protestant religion in Portugal—The Tavoras—Pombal’s cruel-

ties—Banishment and imprisonment of the Jesuits................. .. 110

II. Narration of Father du Gad, Superior of the mission of China...... 121

III. Father Przikwill's Letter............ 129

IV. The Lavallette bankruptcy—Pa; tary per i Assem-
bly of clergy.......... eeviaeseasesastsaseansesesisssesrssnsseserasssns S, 135

V. Iniquitier of Parliament and of the Minister—Choiseul—Banish
ment of the Jesuits from France......... 142

V1. Riot at Madrid-—-Impious plot against the Society of Jesus—Sup- s
posed letters—Banishment of the Jesuits from SBpain—Fruitless
remonstrances of the Pope and Bishop 149

VII. A discovery—Fresh demands—The coalition causes the expul-
sion of the Society from the Kingdom of Naples and the Duk
dom of Parma—The Courts invade the Papal States—Firmness
of Clement XIII—He dies of grief.

VII. Intrigues of the Courts at the Conclave—Clement XI1V—He ia
urged to aupﬂresn the Society—The Courts threaten him—The
Pope allows himself to be intimidated—He suppresses the So-
eiety and be s i . 168

IX. Execution of the Brief~The King of Prussia retains the Jes-

uits—Catharine II refuser to sacrifice them......cccoevivneirninnnns 17

X. Death of Clement XIV—Heroic submission of the Jesuits in the
mi::?ions—Death of Father Ricci—Prediction of Father Beaure- 185
gar

Tuz SoCIETY oF JESUS PROVIDENTIALLY PRESERVED, (1775-1802).. ... 193
1. Triumph of the enemies of the Church—Pius VI authoriges the
conservation of the Society in Russin—Labors of the secularized
Jesuits......... 193
II. The secret of the expulsion of the Jesuits from Spain—Condem-
nation of Pombal—His victims releaced—Revolution in France
~The Jesuits recalled to Parma—Pius VII approves the con-
servation of the Society........cccererrenn hessseesratsssessssrnsasansane vernanees 199

GENEZRALSAIP OoF FATHER GRUBER, NINETEENTH GENERAL, (1802-1805)...... 207
1. The Jesuits of Great Britain and North America are again incor-
porated in the Society—The Kingdom of Naples asks for the
return of the Fathers—The Fathers of the Sacred Heart and

the Fathers of the Faith—Death of Father Gruber..........ccoceveres 207

@ENERALSHIP OF FATHRR BRzZozowski, TWENTIETH GENERAL, (1805-1820)... 212

1. Labors in Russia—Solemn reéstablishment of the Society for the
entire world—The King of Sardinia a Jesuit 212
II. The Jesuits recalled in Spain and in the Dukedom of Madeira—
Numerous aspirants—Union of the Fathers of the Faith and
of the Sacred Heart—The Jesuits return to France—The Fathers
of the Faith are incorporated in the Bociety.....ccuvseeimreusaeserrenees 218
III. The Jesuits in Maryland—Russi plishes her work—Death
of the Father-G: \

GeNERALSHIP or FaTHER FoRTIS, TWENTY-FIRST GENERAL, (1820-1829)...... 230

I. The Jesuits expelled from Russia are received with joy by Aus-
tria—The revolutionists, the persecutors in Spain and Frafce. 230
II. Leon XII favors the 8ociety—The Liberals embittered against
the Jesuits in all the European States............. ceecieriaeieinaisicssanes
I11. Absurd fables about Montrouge—Cabal against the teachings
of the Jesuita—~Ordinances which lead them to retire—Success
of the Jesuits in the United States—Death of Father Fortis...... 244




b3 CONTENTS OF VOLUME II.

PAGE
GENERALSHIP OF FATHER JOHR ROOTMAAN, (1820-1853)...cccmerssecssesneessencss 856

1. Revolution in France—The sacking of Montrouge—War against
the Jesuite—They are called to Belgium—Riot at Dresden—
Father Beckx at Brunswick—Return of the Fathers to Portugal
—Death of Pius VIII—Election of Gregory XVI................... ..

1I. The cholera in France—Devotion of the Jesuits—Father Druilhet
at Bordeaux—Charles X asks for the Jeauits to educate the
Du‘k_e of Bordeaux—The Fathers Leplace.and Druilhet—Diffi-

) 265

III. Father McCartty—Fnl-her Potot—Father de Ravignan—Fresh
per ti traction—Mission, 27

IV. Rossi—Dispersion of the Jesuit venee 279

V. A family feast—A death forglt‘)ttnn—Pardon of enemies—Cholera

and civil war in Portugal—The Jesuits attacked by the revolu-
tionists, and expelled from the kingdom

VI. Cholera and civil war in Spain—Calumnies—Martyrdom— Expul-
sion sseae

VII. The Jesuits in Belgium—Germany—Switzerland — Piedmont—
Greﬁory XVI confides to tRe Jésuits the College of the Propa-
gnn. :—The cholera in Rome—Cardinal Odescalchi enters the

ociety

(2
VIII. Father de 8met—Father Larkin—Foreign missions........... crsoeense 310
. Pius 1X—Orphan Asylum in Algiers—Father Brumauld--Rev-
Juti in France
X. Father Brumauld and the orphans of Paris—Father Ch?ble and

me Germans—The Jesuits at Cayenne—Death "of Father Roo-
aan.

GxNERALSHIP OF FATHER BECKX, TWENTY-THIRD GENERAL, (1853-1860)........

1. Father de Ravignan—Father Arthur Martin and Charles Cahier—
Association of St. Francis Xavier, Father Milésiot—Father

.334

élix.

II. Father Parabére in Africa and the Crimea—Father Gloriot—Mis-
sions of Cay

II1. Orphan Asylum of Algiers—Death of Father Chable—His suc-
seasor—'l‘{e Acrobats—The Apprentices.......c.uvicvicssenniescenes AT

IV. The Jesuits in Belgium—Bomb-shells—The Jesuits in Austrin—

{m —The Madonna of the Montorella—The Madonna of Vel-

@LT . ceenenerierencnesnsonesasenesninnessasnsetassnesassne tensssarssosnsn ssoaessanass snsssas

V. Missions of Oregon—Father de Smet and Father Joset—Father

Weninger in the United States—Marvels of his apostleship—

Father Larkin—His death—Martyrs, Saints, Blessed, and Vex-
erable of the Bociety of Jesus......cceeemenniiniverinincsncrnenniisesaeanse 387

Tax P M 370




HISTORY OF THE SOCIETY OF JESUS.

@rigin and Loundation of the Order.
15622—1541.
L

ON the 21st of March, 1522, an elegantly attired cava-
lier alighted at the Benedictine Monastery of Mont-Ser-
rat, in the province of Catalonia, and requested of the
good religions that hospitality which they were wont to
show pious pilgrims. In the richness of his costume,
combined with his noble and elegant manners, it was
easy to recognize one of the grandees of the court of
Charles V. His manly bearing, his energetic and lofty
demeanor, at once indicated the chivalrous warrior. He
was conducted to one of the cells of the monastery, where,
on being asked his name, he replied that he was the “ Un-
koown Pilgrim.”

During the three days which succeeded his arrival at
Mont—Serrat, he made a general confession. On the
evening of the 24th, he quitted the monastery unob-
served, and, calling one of the beggars who surrounded
the church-porch, took him aside, and exchanged the
splendid garments which he himself wore for the tat-
tered garb of the mendicant. Thus habited in the liv-
ery of poverty, he proceeded to distribute among the
poor all the money in his possession, and subsequently
returned to his cell. There he attired himself in a long
' z 1



2 HISTORY OF THE SOCIETY OF JESUS.

robe of gray cloth, beneath which disappeared the beggar’s
rags. He then passed a thick cord around his waist, to
which he attached his glittering sword and jewelled pon-
iard, and, taking in one hand a pilgrim’s staff, and in the
other a large slouched hat, called by the Spaniards a
sombrero, he betook himself to the church, and prostrated
himself before the altar of the Blessed Virgin.

This unknown pilgrim was, in fact, no other than one
of the highest lords of the royal court, and already an
illustrious warrior; for, although he was but thirty-one
years of age, he had distinguished himself in several
battles, more particularly at the siege and taking of Na-
gera, and at the defense of the Citadel of Pampeluna. In
the latter, his deeds of valor were prodigious; but, as he
was gallantly and defiantly fighting the foe, he was struck
by a cannon-ball, which broke his right leg, while, at the
same moment, some shattered splinters of stone inflicted
a severe wound in the left leg. This was on Whit-Mon-
day, May 20, 1521.

André de Foix, who commanded the besiegers, having
geen the young Spanish officer fall, like a hero, treated
him as such. He not only refused to accept his sword,
but received him as a brother soldier; and, having care-
fully placed him on a litter, he gave him his liberty, and
had him conveyed to the mansion of his ancestors, at
Loyola, not far from Pampeluna.

The dressing of his wounds having become deranged
during the transit to the chateau, it became necessary to
break the leg again, that it might be properly set. A
second time was this cruel operation performed, and, as
the result proved to be an obtruding of the bone, which
the elegant courtier could not tolerate, he ordered the
surgeon to saw off that portion of one bone that bore
upon the other; and he underwent the torture without
evincing the least sign of pain.
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The nature of his injuries necessitated a long and care-
ful treatment. In order to employ his mind during this
forced seclusion, Ignatius requested to be furnished with
some of the romances of chivalry, His brothers had,
in all probability, taken them into camp, for not a single
one was to be found in the mansion of Loyola; and the
wounded hero is offered ‘“The Life of Jesus Christ” and
“The Flowers of Sanctity.”

These works are not much to his taste; he, nevertheless,
glances at them, is surprised, reads again, reflects, returns
again and again to the perusal of the pages; and grace,
descending into the recesses of that soul so great, =o
strong, and so generous, at once subjugates and trans-
forms it.

Ignatius makes a voluntary sacrifice to Almighty God
of all his hopes of honor and glory in the world, his
success at court, all the earthly motives which could
attract or allure him. The strongest of these was the
fond attachment he had for his family, and a truly ro-
mantic love he entertained for a young princess, whose
colors he wore, and whose beauty he sustained, according
to the custom of those days, sword in hand, and to whom
he tendered the homage of all his brilliant deeds. All,
all these were sacrificed, trampled under foot. Ignatius
was a new man! ’

In some of the ancient chivalric romances, he had read
that the heroes of old passed an entire night, clad intheir
heavy armor, before receiving the sword and spurs which
constituted them knights. This was' what was called in
those times the Vigil of Arms. In imitation of their
example, he, too, will pass the night in prayer, clad in his
new armor, at the feet of Jesus and Mary, whose true and
faithful knight henceforth he is pledged to be. And it
is with these intentions that he has betaken himself to
the altar of Qur Lady of Mont-Serrat, clad in the tat-
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tered garments of the poor, unknown pilgrim. Here he
keeps his Vigil of Arms. He offers up his fervent prayers,
and devotes himself, body and soul, to the service of the
Divine Majesty, making a solemn vow to henceforth ac-
knowledge no other lord and master than Jesus, no other
mistress or lady than Mary, the mother of God, and for-
ever to serve and defend them before and against all, until
the last day of his life.

Early on the morning of the 25th, he hung up his
sword and poniard against the chapel wall. He then as-
sisted at the Holy Sacrifice, communicated, shedding a
torrent of tears, and, after a short thanksgiving, left the
chapel, 8o as not to be recognized by any of the numerous
pilgrims who had been attracted thither during the feast.

Henceforth the home of Ignatius will be the home of
the poor, and his food will be the bread of indigence.
He will subsist hereafter on privations, self-abnegation,
bodily mortification, and humiliations of all sorts.

He sets out on foot for the neighboring town of Man-
resa, where he begs for a shelter among the poor of the
hospital, and becomes, of his own free will, their servant
and nurse. His austere and penitential life soon wins for
him the respect of the whole town; his humility is
alarmed, and he seeks seclusion from the public admira-
tion in a neighboring cavern. He reached it unobserved,
under cover of the brambles and undergrowth which hid
it from public view. In this cave or grotto, alone with
his God, and unobserved by mortal eye, he gave himself
up to a life of penance and mortification, passing whole

_nights in prayer and meditation; and here it pleased
Almighty God to communicate to his soul such extra-
ordinary graces, such profound knowledge, that the gal-
lant young hero, though unenlightened, as were all those
whose fortune it was to be attached to the court in those
days, became suddenly possessed of, and inspired with, the
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most sublime science, 8o that he discoursed upon the great,
the unspeakable mysteries of the Faith, in terms and with
a zeal that captivated and astounded the most learned the-
ologians. -

It was in this silent retreat that the faithful servant
of Jesus and Mary composed, under the inspiration of
Heaven, that book of “Spiritual Exercises,” which, St.
Francis de Sales said, had converted more sinners than
there were letters in the whole volume. It was in this
cave, likewise, that the finger of Glod imprinted in the
heart of Loyola the plan of that ehosen society, which
He commanded him to establish for the service and greater
glory of the Divine Majesty. This society was to have
for its chief and model, Jesus crucified, and for banner,
his glorious cross. It was to bear no other name than
that of Jesus; while its motto was to be, “To the greater
glory of God.”

In the month of January, 1523, Ignatius embarked
at Barcelona for Jerusalem, where he arrived on the 4th
of September following, intent upon labering for the
conversion of the Infidels, and founding the Society of
Jesus. ,

Such, however, was not the decree of Divine Provi-
dence; for Ignatius, being unable to obtain permission to
remain in Palestine, was compelled to return to Europe.

Almighty God had filled his heart with a burning zeal
for the salvation of souls; but he felt that, unacquainted
as he was with human science, it was almost impossible
for him to labor successfully for the sanctification of his
neighbor, especially in those times of religious disputes,
when every thing was made matter for controversy. Be-
sides, his desire was to recruit faithful soldiers, who should
compose the Society of Jesus, from among the most
learned and enlightened; and he felt the impossibility of
justly discriminating in this regard, unless he possessed
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.in himself that knowledge which he desired to find in
others.

Arriving at Barcelona in the beginning of March, 1524,
being fully impressed with his own deficiency, Ignatius
of Loyola, although thirty-three years of age, placed
himself among a number of mere children, in a grammar
class. In two years, by his close application, the barrier
which - separated him from higher studies was removed,
and he entered the class of philosophy at the University
of Alcala. The numerous conversions which resulted
from his frequent discussions and conversations with hia
fellow-students, and the abundant fruits of the spiritual
exercises, caused no little jealousy, and made him many
enemies. They accused the new student of spreading he-
retical doctrines, and he was henceforth prohibited from
laboring for the conversion of sinners, or the reanimation
of the faith in the lukewarm, until he had completed his
four years’ study of theology. He was compelled to
leave the University of Alcala, was not more fortunate a$
Salamanca, and finally proceeded to Paris.

II.

IN the sixteenth century the University of Paris was
among the most celebrated in Europe. There were to be
found the most learned and erudite professors; young
men from all parts of Europe thronged thither, and
among the students were numerous followers and partisans
of Luther. Ignatius of Loyola was aware of all this,
and, impelled by Divine inspiration, and with a view to
complete his studies, he entered-the University of Paris
on the 2d of February, 1528.

From the very first day of his sojourn at the Univer-
sity, he felt that at last he had reached the spot where
he was to gather those disciples whom Almighty God
had destined to form the nucleus of the Society of Jesus;
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but, before all, he was aware that his first duty was to
acquire that knowledge which would prove most attract-
ive to them.

After resuming his classical studies at the College of
Montaigu, he entered upon his philosophical course at
that of St. Barbe, where he soon distinguished .among
the pupils a young man whose mildness and solid piety
attracted his profound admiration. It was Peter Le-
fovre, (or Le Févre), son of an agriculturist of Vil-
laret, near Geneva. He had 8o many amiable and at-
tractive qualities, that, notwithstanding his humble origin,
be had beeome the intimate and dear friend of Francis
Xavier, a nobleman of Navarre, passionately fond of liter-
ature, and who, desirous of being admitted to the cele-
brated University of Paris, filled the chair of Philosophy
st the College of Beauvais.

They had pursued their philosophical studies together.
Peter was now renewing his, while Francis taught with
the greatest smccess. Nevertheless, they ooccupied the
same apartment at St. Barbe, and remained as tenderly
attached to each other as two brothers.

When Ignatius saw the distinguished Navarrene, he felt
that Almighty God had destined him to become ome of
the first and most illustrious members of the Society of
desus. But Francis Xavier was far from that perfection
to which the chosen ones of God must attain. Ambitious
in his desire for scientific fame, full of self-complacency
in the contemplation of the many attractions which were
united in himself; proud of his ancestry, his great intelli-
gence, and scientific attainments; but, above all, being a
favorite of the court of Francis I, where he was not
only sought for and honored, but, at the same time,
received the bonstant flatteries of the courtiers, he was
much attached to these worldly advantages, and tenacious
of bis position. To Ignatius of Loyola all these saeri-
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fices were known by experience. He was well aware how
much it costs a man of the world to forsake and trample
under foot all that is most dear to him; he was, there-
fore, nowise discouraged, being convinced that such a
-goul as Xavier’s, ohce comprehending evangelical perfec-
tion, would not hesitate to embrace it. But the diffi-
culty he experienced was in making him understand all
this. For three whole years Ignatius labored inces-
santly and earnestly toward this end. He prayed fer-
vently, fasted, and mortified himself in every possible
way, to obtain from above the gift of that celestial
flame which was to enlighten the soul of Francis
Xavier.

The Divine light at length shone forth: the man of
elegance, the proud descendant of the kings of Navarre,
was nothing more than an humble volunteer in the
army of Christ. Ignatius could now count two recruits
for his holy militia; but this did not suffice. Providence
knew it; his hour was at hand. :

Ignatius, on quitting Spain, had left a reputation for
holiness and piety which drew toward him other fol-
lowers. James Laynez d’Almazan, and Alphonsus Sal-
meron, of Toledo, though they had never seen him,
hastened to Paris with the sole object of following his
spiritual direction. Although still in their youth, they
were both distinguished professors of the University
of Alcala. Simon Redriguez, of Azevedo, a Portuguese,
and Nicolas Alfonso, surnamed Bobadilla, after the vil-
lage of that name, where he was born, in like manner
enlisted in the ranks of Ignatius.

After having tested their respective vocations, Ig-
“natius, considering them equal to the holy work, pro-
posed to them to consecrate themselves by solemn vows
to the service and glory of Almighty God. They, with
one acecord, eagerly accepted the proposition. Peter
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Lefevre was already in holy orders, while Ignatius had
not as yet completed his theological studies.

On the 15th of August, 1534, he called together his
followers, in the subterranean chapel of the Holy Martyrs,
at Montmartre. Here Lefdvre offered up the holy sacri-
fice of the mass. Before the holy communion, Ignatius,
together with those of his followers who had assembled
for the purpose of dedicating themselves to the service
of Almighty God, bound themselves by vow to live
henceforth a life of chastity and poverty, and, as soon as
they had completed their theology, to proceed to the
Holy Land, there to labor for the conversion of the
Infidels. They, at the same time, agreed, in the event of
their being unable to reach Palestine within one year,
to proceed to Rome, and there, placing themselves at the
disposal of the Sovereign Pontiff, to labor for the glory
of Almighty God and the advancement of His Church.

The Society of Jesus, which had, as it were, been bud-
ding forth for twelve years in the illumined soul of Ig-
natius, now burst forth gloriously beneath the all-benign
and maternal protection of the Holy Mother of God, and
of the Sacred Heart of her Divine Son.

The young 'recruits of this glorious Order—who, not-
withstanding their vow to live and die in voluntary
poverty, still possessed abundant riches—had now to strip
themselves of all their worldly possessions. This con-
dition had already been complied with by Peter Lefavre
in a recent journey to Savoy. With regard to Ignatius
himself, he had not disposed of his fortune before quit-
ting Spain; and being compelled to return thither for
that purpose, he undertook to dispose of the worldly pos-
sessions of his three disciples. Toward the end of the
month of March in the following year, 1535, he started
on his journey. During his absence, his disciples were
to complete their theological studies at Paris, which city

3
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it was agreed they should quit on the 25th January,
1537, and rejoin Ignatius at Venice.

In the mean time, Ignatius, faithful to his vow of
poverty, made his appearance in Biscay, habited in his
gray tunic, encircled by a girdle of the same color. In
his humility, he took up his abode with the poor in the
hospital of Azpeytia, and, notwithstanding the incessant
importunities of his brothers, he there continued in the
practice of the most austere virtues, which he had never,
-since his first conversion, ceased to cultivate. He nursed
the sick poor, instructed adults and children, converted
sinners, gave spiritual exercises or retreats to the various
religious orders and the clergy; he practised all sorts
of mortifications, passing the greater part of the night
‘in prayer, and wrought many miracles.

After disposing of all his property among his relatives
and the poor, he bade adieu forever to his native land.
-He then devoted his time to visiting those families whom
he had to consult in his friends’ interest, in order to
‘obtain their parents’ consent to the step that had beea
taken, and to dispose of their property. Those obliga-
tions complied with, he embarked for Italy, and arrived
ot Veunice on the 31st of December of the same year,
1635, where he resumed the study of theology.

Dauring his absence, the disciples he had left in Paris
made fresh conquests for the society. Claude Lejay, of
the diocese of Geneva; John Codure, of Embrun, in
Dauphiny, and Pasquier Brouet, of Bethencourt, in
Picardy, all learned theologians of the University of
Paris, after making a spiritual retreat, under the direc-
tion of Peter Lefévre, requested to be admitted as mem-
bers of the Society.

War having been declared between Francis I and
Charles V, and the frontiers being thronged with hos-
tile soldiery, the young society was under the necessity
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of hastening its departure, and they set out for Italy,
on foot, staff in hand, on the 15th of November, 1536,
and arrived at Venice on the 8th of January following.

Toward the close of Lent, Ignatius dispatched three
of his disciples to Rome, to beg of the Sovereign Pontiff
authority to preach the Gospel in Palestine, and also his
sanction to be ordained priests by whatever bishop His
Holiness might be pleased to designate, under the title of
voluntary poverty. The disciples, on their arrival in
Rome, were presented to Pope Paul III, by Don Pedro
Ortiz, ambassador from the court of Charles V. They
obtained what they sought, and returned to Venice, where
they were ordained priests on the 24th of June, by the
Bishop of Arbe.

The Turks at this time menacing Italy, t-he Holy See,
Charles V, and the Republic of Venice united, in order
to repulse them. The Mediterranean became crowded
with the enemy’s vessels; not a single Italian ship could
essay a passage eastward. Ignatius and his followers,
therefore, devoted themselves, with all possible ardor, to
the execution of their apostolic labors in the towns of
Vicenga, Montselice, Treviso, Bassano, and Verona, and
reaped, in every direction, the most abundant fruits. On
all sides sinners were converted, morals reformed, and
the faith rekindled.

Nevertheless, the war coutinuing to rage, the year
passed away, and the little band was thus involuntarily
relieved from the obligations of their vow to preach the
word of God to the Infidels in Palestine; but they still
had another obligation that they could fulfil, that of
placing themselves at the disposal of the Sovereign Pon-
tiff. Ignatius, Lefévre, and Laynez went to Rome; the
other seven betook themselves to the most celebrated
universities of Italy, with a view of therein obtaining
new members to join the society, but, above all, to com-
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bat vice and repel heresy. Previous- to bidding his fol-
lowers farewell, on his departure from Vieenza, Ignatius
of Loyola called them around him, and said: “ To those
who ask us what we are, we will reply, we are soldiers
of the Holy Church, enrolled beneath the banners of
Jesus Christ, and we form ¢the Society of Jesus.’” *

III.

THE holy founder of the Order proceeded to Rome,
ignorant of the reception that awaited the society, whose
services he went to tender to the Church of Christ. He
felt, nor could he for a moment doubt, that the concep-
tion of the design, for the execution of which he had so
earnestly and courageously labored during fifteen years,
and for which he had sacrificed so much, did not origin-
ate with bim, but was dictated from above—that it was a
Divine inspiration; but, at first, his great humility re-
volted against looking upon it in this light.

Ignatius, who, since his departure from Vicenza, had
prayed incessantly for the success of his undertaking, felt,
on approaching his destination, a strong desire to visit the
village of La Storta before entering the Eternal City, from
which he was separated by but a few thousand steps. On
entering the church of that village, in company with Lay-
nez and Lefévre, he begged of our Lord to direct him
aright in the difficult and important mission which Al-
mighty God had confided to his care.

While thus in profound meditation and prayer, he
is dagzled by a brilliant light, and beholds our Divine.

* This is now the recognized name, in the English language, for
the society founded by St. Ignatius. The word Compagnia, in Ital-
ian, Compagnie in French, would have been more properly rendered
Company; for the idea of the Saint was that of a band of soldiers,
& company, bearing the special name of their commander-in-
chief.—T. ’
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Saviour himself, bearing His oross, and pointing te it as
the emblem of suffering and humility. At the same time
he sees the first person of the adorable Trinity, present-
ing Ignatius and his companions to His Divine Sou, to
whose all-powerful protection He confides them, at the
same moment pointing toward Ignatius, who hears these
words: “I wish him to be your faithful follower.” Then
our Divine Lord, casting a look of tenderness and love

" on Ignatius, replied: “I desire that thou wilt serve me.”
When He had uttered these fortifying words, He cast a
look full of love upon the young disciples of Ignatius,
saying, “I will befriend you at Rome.”

Ignatius quitted the church, his countenance beaming
with gladuness, and his eyes streaming forth tears of holy
joy. Turning to Lefévre and Laynez, he observed: «I
know not what sort of reception awaits us at Rome. We
_may be subjected to many persecutions; but of this I am
sure, that our Divine Leord will be with us and aid us;
let us, then, not be downcast.” He then related the vi-
sion he had just been permitted to witness. The entire
history of the Order is but the development and realiza-
tion of that prophetic vision. On the evening of the
same day, toward the end of the month of November,
15637, the three travellers entered the Eternal City.

At an epoch when the heretical teachings of Luther
had aroused, on all sides, a spirit of revolt against the
spiritual and temporal power of the Pope, the Pontiff was,
doubtless, nowise loath to receive these men, who came to
dedicate their scientific learning, their great talents, their
burning zeal, and indefatigable devotion to the support
of his power and the defense of the Church. Paul III,
who could well appreciate such offers, at such a time, at
once accepted their proffered services. He confided to
James Laynez a professorship at the College of La Sapi-
enza; to Lefdvre was assigned the propounding of the
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Holy Seriptures, while to Ignatius Loyola was intrusted
the task of reforming the morals of the people of Rome:
this was, of all, the task the most difficult and important,
as at that time the people were much demoralized, and in-
dulged in the most frightful excesscs.

Ignatius commenced his mission by preaching not only
in the churches throughout the city, but in the streets
and market-places. At first, the people who crowded
around to hear him, ridiculed him for the broken accent
in which he enunciated the Italian, and for the simplicity
of his atyle; but, ere long, won over by his goodness, and
convinced by the simple truths that flowed from his lips,
their hearts were touched; they threw themselves at his
feet, and were converted! In fact, unable to satisfy the
numbers that orowded around him, he found himself
compelled to summon his disciples from the prinoipal
cities in Italy, and they acoordingly joined Igmatius at
Rome, toward the close of the month of March, 1538.

At this period new and vast regions of territory had been
discovered and conquered by the Spaniards in Amerieca,
and by the Portuguese in Asia. Ignatius of Loyola
burned with desire to evangelize those distant nations, and -
reclaim them from their fearful barbarism. At the same
time he longed to wrestle with the many heresies which
then beset Europe on all sides. He wished to revivify
the faith in the souls of men, and to reéstablish those
principles of submission and discipline which alone can
insure obedience to legitimate authority; in fine, he sought
to reform the monastic orders, and reanimate the priest-
hood with a holy fervor. Hence, he wished his society to
devote themselves to distant missions, beyond the seas;
yield an implicit obedience to the Holy See in all things,
holding themselves ready, at a word, to go to the end of
the world; strive to acquire the knowledge necessary to
the successful refutation of all heresy; devote them-
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selves to the education and training of the youug, and
thus to ameliorate and advance future generations; and,
lastly, that each member of the society should labor in-
ocessantly for his own perfection, in order the better to
labor for the sanctification of others.

The plan of the holy founder was as vast as the world.
The time had come to make it known to his disciples.
He called them all together, and pointed out to them the
immense field open to their labors, wherein they counld ex-
ercise their talenta and zeal for the advancement of re-
ligion and the glory of our Holy Church. He first urged
upon them the importance of selecting a Superior, in
whom they had full confidence, so that, when far removed
from each other, in distant countries, they should continue
to be, as it were, but one undivided body, having only a
single mind in complying with the mandates of their Su-
perior at home. He also intimated to them his desire of
submitting the project for the formation of the society to
the Holy See, and that it should be established as a relig-
ious order; and, finally, he desired that they should all
pray to Almighty God, during three days, in order to ob-
tain from Him that enlightenment and those graces se
necessary to the perfectly forming of a society of such vast
importance and magnitude.

Ignatius having committed to writing his plan of
thorough organization, and submitted it to his disoiples,
they entirely approved of it, and proceeded at once to
elect a Superior. All, with one acecord, voted for Ignatius,
thus recording their admiration for and confidence in him -
whose pure and generous mind first conceived the idea of
forming a society which was destined to accomplish so
much for the sanctification and salvation of souls.

The Pope, however, being at this time absent, they were
unable to proceed further with the great work, and im.
patiently awaited his return. During the interim, the new
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apostles exercised their holy functions in the capital of
the Christian world, and it pleased Almighty God to
crown their labors with the most edifying success. Igna-
. tius himself preached in the Spanish language, at the
Church of Our Lady of Mont—Serrat. The others
preached in Italian: Lefévre and Xavier, at St. Lorenzo-
in-Damasso; Lejay, at St. Louis-des-Frangais; Laynez, at
8t. Saviour-in-Lauro; Salmeron, at St. Lucy’s; Rodriguesz,
at St. Angelo-nel-Pescheria; and Bobadilla, at St. Celsas,
In- addition to his chair at La Sapienza, and to his ser-
mons and confessions, Laynez was directed by Cardinal
Savelli to visit the various parishes of Rome, with a view
to reform any abuses that might be therein found.
While these ten apostles thus incessantly labored for
the advancement of the greater honor and glory of God,
in the Eternal City, a Brother Augustine, of the Order of
the Hermits of St. Augustine, was likewise preaching to
the people. Although he was much applauded by those
who thronged to listen to him, it was found that the fruits
of his sermons fell materially short of the popularity he
had acquired as an orator; for, while his esgays were brill-
iant and affecting, it was soon  found that there lurked
beneath these attractive qualities the pernicious venom of
heresy. All listened with admiration and astonishment;
but when the more thinking portion of his hearers came
to investigate the tenets advocated, they were not slow
in discovering that the eloquent and plausible preacher
was insidiously promulgating the heretical doctrines of
- Luther. Ignatius is soon informed of the fact. Laynex
and Salmeron, in order to judge for themselves, go to hear
the celebrated orator, through whose wily logic and win-
ning manners they are not slow in discerning the deadly
venom of- heresy. Ignatius, with all the kindness and
consideration that charity could dictate, cautions the de-
luded hermit to desist from his dangerous and wicked:
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course. Brother Augustine, however, received these gentle
admonitions in a very different spirit from that with which
they were given. He became infuriated; but, dreading
the action of the Inquisition, and, in order to escape the
punishment which he folt he had incurred, he had the
temerity to denounce from his pulpit Ignatius and his
priests as the real introducers of the heretical doctrines
which they had accused him of promulgating. He-had
the audacity to go further, and assert that he could ad-
duce the most positive proof that the sole object of Igna-
tius and his followers was the perversion of the faith.

At first the populace blindly believed these calumnious
and bold assertions, put forth from the pulpit, whence
should have emanated nought but Gospel truth itself, and
these, too, uttered against holy priests, who, but a few days
before, had been venerated and respected by the very same
people who now regarded them not-only with distrust, but
even with loathing.

But the noble little band was not to be so easily cast
down. OQur Divine Lord Himself, the chosen Master, of
whom they were the adopted soms, in pointing out to
Ignatius, in the holy vision with which he had been fa-
vored, the Cross, the emblem of salvation, had promised
His: all-powerful assistance to the newly-created Order;
and they, one and all, well knowing and feeling that Al-
mighty God is ever faithful to His promises, wavered not,
but had full confidence and faith. Ignatius, meeting his
companions, said to them: “You are quite right in main-
taining your self-control and presence of mind; but, if
we are destined to accomplish the great work in which
we have embarked, we must not only labor, but maintain
our reputation unsullied; for, unless we do 80, we can ac-
complish nothing. Hence it is incompatible with the end
we have in view to remain under the ban of the infamous
slanders that have been hurled against us; and, in order
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that the greater honor and glory of Almighty God may
be advanced, it is our bounden duty to seek our justifi-
cation.” .

Four Spaniards, avowed enemies of the holy founder
of the Qrder, bribed by the aforesaid Brother Augustine,
-declared that they knew, of their own eertain knowledge,
that Ignatius had been burnt in effigy in the cities of
Alcala, Paris, and Venice, for sorcery and heresy. One
of these, named Miguel Navarro, went so far as to assert
that he was an eye-witness of the proceeding, and that
he was prepared to produce proof of what he asserted.

Ignatius then sought an interview with Benedetto Con-
versini, Bishop of Bertinoro, then Governor of Rome, of
whom he requested that he might be confrontéd with his
calumniators and accnsers. It was not denied that Igna-
tius bad been denounced in the cities named, but he had
not only refuted the aecasations preferred against him,
but his innocence had been widely and publicly pro-
claimed. Not only was this the fact, but, by a providen-
tial coincidence, it s0 happened that the very persons be-
fore whom he had been arraigned were at the very time
in. Rome. These were Don Juan de Figueroa, Vioar-
geueral of Alcala; Mateo Ori, Grand Judge of the In-
quisition ; and Gaspar de Doctis, Assessor to the Nuncio
at Venice. All these testified in favor of the holy apos-
tle. In like manner, from the various places in Italy,
where Ignatius and his disciples had preached to the
people, poured in the strongest protestations against the
infamous and cruel calumnies that had been spread
against them and the dootrines they had preached.
Nobles and people, with one accord, bore willing testi-
mony to the virtues and holiness of Ignatius and his fol-
lowers. At length his enemies, filled with remorse and
self-condemnation, were abashed, and acknowledged them-
selves guilty of the falsehoods imputed to them. Brother



ORIGIN AND FOUNDATION OF THR ORDER, 19

Augustine himeelf not only openly avowed that he was &
Lutheran, but his aecomplices were tried, found guilty,
and condemned.

But it was the Divine will that these new disoiples,
who had devoted their labors to the further advancement.
of the Church of God, should shine forth in still more
resplendent brilliancy.

The winter of the year 1538 was unprecedentedly se-
vere at Rome: besides the suffering thug caused, a fam-
ine followed. The poor were to be seen wending their
way in every direction through the city, in anticipation of
that death to which they were certainly destined. So
downcsst and dejected were they, that they had not the
moral courage or emergy to seek the aid and assistance
they so much needed. Ignatius and his followers, al-
though themselves sustained by the bread of indigence,
on witnessing so much suffering around them, are un-
windful of their self-imposed poverty, or, rather, they
feel that Almighty God ever showers down His choicest
blessings upon those who with confidence place their
whole hope and reliance on Him.

The good Fathers went about the streets of the city,
collecting the dead, upon whom they bestowed Christian
burial, and offered up the holy sacrifice and prayers for
their eternal welfare, while the diseased and dying they
conveyed to their holy and peaceful retreat, where they
bestowed upon them all the care and attention that hu-
manity and piety could dictate. By these means they
collected in their humble dwelling more than four thou-
sand of the poorest and most destitute. The wealthiest
nobles of the city were struck with amazement on behold-
ing so much pure and disinterested charity, They vis-
ited the good Fathers, whom they followed to their hum-
ble homes, in the greatest admiration of their good
deeds, but for whioh thousands would have perished, in
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the very streets of Rome, from sheer want and disease.
Such an effect had this holy example upon the wealthy

and the great, that they vied with each other in affording ‘

assistance to their less fortunate fellow-creatures; and

even before leaving the poor retreat of the humble apos-.

tles, they devoted some part of their worldly possessions
to the benefit of the unfortunate sufferers from famine
and sickness. One would lay down so much in money,
while others of the admiring crowd handed in the rich
and costly jewels with which their persons were adorned,
and some even gave a part of their clothing. Thus it
was that the very men who had lent such a willing ear
to the vile calumnies so cruelly and wickedly promul-
gated by designing and bad men, became all at once
the greatest admirers of those whom they had wronged;
for they felt that they had been the true benefactors of
the people, in the time of their direst necessity. The
latter, in their turn, followed the zealous priests through
the streets of Rome, expressing their gratitude and offer-
ing them many marks of homage and admiration.

At length the Holy Father returned to Rome, and Ig-
natius lost no time in submitting to him, through Cardinal
Contarini, the plan for the organization of the society.
On examining it, the Pope, who was manifestly struck
with the sublimity of the idea, exclaimed : “ The finger
of God is here!” Forthwith he appointed a commission
of three cardinals to thoroughly examine the merits of
the proposed institution; but one of the commission, Car-
dinal Guidiccioni, the President, opposed the formation
of a new religious order, and would not even deign to
give any consideration to the proposition to establish the
Society of Jesus.

At the same time, many bishops, who had been struck
with admiration at the untiring zeal and heroic humility
of the ten missionaries, sought, by every means in their
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power, to aid and assist them in their labors. Upon the
earnest solicitation of Cardinal St. Angelo, the Pope, with
the concurrence of Ignatius, permitted Fathers Laynes
and Lefdvre to accompany him in a mission to Parma,
whither he proceeded for the purpose of refuting more
effectually the dangerous heresies with which that eity
was menaced. Laynez and Lefdvre were soon at their
holy work. They preached in the churches throughout
the city, and it was not long before the good fruits of
their labors were seen; religion and true piety were once
more revived throughout Parma. The wealthiest and
most distinguished men of the city flocked in great num-
bers to the spiritnal retreats, and soon their hitherto
loose habits and tepidity were reformed. Noble ladies,
of the highest rank and fashion, were induced to lead a
life of self-denial, and to do many wonderful works of
charity. The clergy, in like manner, animated by the .
edifying example of their flocks, soon felt themselves in
need of reform. It was not long before they, in their
turn, followed the example set them, and once more they
returned to a life of self-denial, and the practice of those
holy works so edifying and necessary in those who exer-
cised, as they did, the holy fanctions of a priest; in fact,
so great was the happy change that had been effected in
the morals and habits of all, that the Parma of old was
scarcely recognizable.

The Pope also sent Bobadilla to the island of Ischia,
. to quell the strifes and’ dissensions that unhappily existed
at the time among the inhabitants. So successfully did
he accomplish his mission of pacification, that the inhab-
itants of the island were loth to part from him.

Lejay was ordered to Brescia, there to combat and re-
fute the Lutheran heresies. To Pasquier Brouet was
confided the task of reforming the abuses which had crept
into one of the religious houses at Sienna; while Rodri-
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gues and Xavier, at the request of John III, took their
departure for Portugal, thence to embark for India.

From every direction where these holy missionaries
labored for the advancement of religion and the glory of
Almighty God, arose a umanimous voice of praise and
admiration, which spread throughout Italy, and all over
Europe. At length, struck by the reports of the won-
derful effects of the labors and preaching of the new so-
ciety, the heart of Cardinal Guidicoioni is touched; he
examines the plan which he had refused to see; he ad-
mires it, and, like Paul III, recognizes therein the finger
of God. He goes to the Pope, and deelares that, although
his sentiments are unchanged in regard to the formation of
new religious orders, he is forced to make an exception
in favor of the Society of Jesus. ‘It appears that this
society is absolately necessary for the eradication of those
abuses with which the Church is afflicted.”

All opposition to the formation of the society being
now at an end, Pope Paul III, by a bull, bearing date
September 27, 1540, formally established the Society of
Jesus, as a religious order, and this, contrary to all prece-
deat, he did before being cognizant of the laws by which
it was to be governed, leaving all to the judgment and dis-
ecretion of him whom it had pleased Heaven to inspire with
the sublime idea of founding so glorious an order. Up to
this time the society bad no written laws, but the Holy
Father felt that the obedience it promised to his authority
was a sufficient guarantee. By the conditions of the bull,

the number of members was not to exceed sixty. It was

not long, however, before this restriction was removed, for
it became evident that the new society, enlisted under the
banner of Jesus, was destined not only to combat the
enemies of the Church, but daily to augment the number
of her followers. Its ranks, therefore, had to be re-
cruited, 8o a8 to increase their numbers until they should
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form ‘a phalanx that would strike terror into the enemies
of the Church.

As every orzanized body must needs have a leader, or
general, it now became necessary for the society to choose
its head. Few of the members were at this time at Rome.
Xavier and Rodriguez were in Portugal; but, prior to
their departure, they had placed in the hands of Father
Laynez a sealed document in favor of Ignatius, with &
reqaest that it should not be opened until the day ap-
pointed for the election. Lefévre had left Parma by
direction of the Pope, for the purpose of sustaining and
defending the doctrines of the Church in a controversy
then being carried on between Catholics and Protestants,
at the Diet of Worms. The inhabitants of Ischia had
obtained from the Sovereign Poutiff a promise that Father
Bobadilla should not be removed from among them.
The good Father, on the other band, asked leave to take
part in the election of a Superior of the Order, and so
much time was oocupied in this friendly controversy,
that his vote, after all, arrived too late. Lefévre’s vote
bad been forwarded from Worms to Father Laynes.

Ignatius of Loyola, James Laynes, Claude Lejay, Pas-
quier Brouet, John Codare, and Alphoneas Salmeron
were the only members actnally present at Rome when
the -election took place. Prior to ‘the event, they spent
three days in prayer, fasting, and mortification, in order
that they might be directed in their choice by the Divine
will of God. On the fourth day each presented his vote
in writing, together with those of the absent members.
On counting the ballots, it was discovered that all, with
the exception of the founder himself, had cast their votes
for Ignatius. He, in his humility, could not be prevailed
upon to aecept the dignity of this high office, and to as-
tume that authority which he well knew to be 8o neces-
tary for properly goveruing the soeiety. Xis plea for
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refusing was, that he could not gee that he possessed one
of the qualities or virtues so essential for exercising the
duties of such an exalted position; and, at his earnest so-
licitation, a second election took place, with precisely the
same result as the first. Ignatius, on being informed of

~ the fact, with tears implored his brethren to excuse him;

but Father Laynez arose in the assembly, and addressing
Ignatius in a tone of authority, said: ¢ Father, accept the
position to which you have been chosen, or our society
will be dissolved; for, in the name of all, I declare that
we are resolved to acknowledge no other Superior than
the one whom God Himself hath selected.” Ignatius was,
therefore, constrained to submit to the decision, although
so little in accordance with his feelings of humility.
Nevertheless, he did not finally enter upon the duties of
his new position, nor, indeed, agree to do so, until he had
made a retreat of three days in the Franciscan Monas-
tery of St. Peter di Montorio, and at last yielded, under
the direction and by the express command of his con-
fessor.

The second election took place on Holy Thursday,
April 14, 15641, and Ignatius was finally installed on
Easter Tuesday, the 19th of the same month, at which
time he was about fifty years of age.

On the Friday following, the little society made visits
to the seven privileged churches, concluding with that
of St. Paulj outside the walls, where the holy sacrifice of
the mass was offered up by the General of the Order, at
the altar of the Blessed Virgin, in the presence of the
Fathers, who knelt around the sanctuary. Among the
numerous attendants on the occasion could be seen many
who were distinguished for their profound erudition and
high order of talents: youths of the noblest families, not
only of Italy, but of Spain and Portugal; priests renowned
for eloquence, and revered for their distinguished virtues.

—————— ———
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All had taken part in the spiritual exercises which had
been conducted by the Fathers, feeling that they had
been called by God for his especial service in the society,
and longing for the time when they, too, might be ad-
mitted as members. Before the communion the Father-
General turned toward those who were present, holding
in one hand the adorable body of Jesus Christ, and in
the other the form of the vows, whieh he read in a loud
voice, so as to be heard by all, after which he received
the holy communion. Again turning toward the attend-
ants, he held the paten, on which were deposited five sa-
cred hosts, and each one of the Fathers separately repeated,
in a distinct and audible voice, the formula of the vow,
and received from the hands of his Superior the holy
communion. Thus was completed the founding of the
Society of Jesus*

The house oceupied by the society at the time of its
foundation was called Melangolo, and was situated in the
Piazza Morgana, near St. Catharine de! Funart.

-~ #0nly a brief account is here given of the institution of the so-
ciety. More detailed and interesting partnculars will be found in
the Life of 8t. Ignatius of Loyola.

4
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Genernlship of St Igruting of Foyoln,

1541—15586.

I

IMMEDIATELY contiguous to the Melangolo were some
extensive buildings, where a novitiate had been established,
and into which, on the very day of the foundation of the
society, twelve members were admitted, who had, for a
long time beforehand, been duly instructed under the zeal-
ous care and direction of the Fathers. Of the newly-
admitted members, the first was Don Antonio, of Araoz,
nephew of the holy founder. There were many other as-
pirants for admission into the society, but they had to
bide their time. As has been stated, the General had
but five professed members at Rome. These were totally
insufficient for the necessities of the house, and he was
considering the necessity of recalling at least one of the
absentees. While thus determining, he was unexpectedly
summoned to the Vatican, the Pope being desirous of
conferring with him without delay. Ignatius lost not a
moment in responding to the summons.

On meeting him, His Holiness was deeply affected,
even to tears, and addressed him in a tremulous voice.
Heart-rending details had just been received at the Vati-
can, through Robert, Archbishop of Armagh, of the
cruel persecutions sustained by the Catholics of Ireland
at the hands of Henry VIII, King of England, in
which the victims of the tyranny of that cruel monarch
were counted by thousands. Sympathizing deeply with
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those heroic Christians, who, hesitating not to sacrifice
all for their faith, were willing to lay down their lives
in its defense, with a heroic courage worthy the primi-
tive martyrs, the Pope, as the common Father of Chris-
tianity, was desirous of affording to this persecuted people
some consolation and encouragement. For this purpose
it was deemed desirable to send among them two legates,
in whom should be vested such authority as the exigencies
of the circumstances called for—two apostles, whose zeal
would equal their learning, and whose self-denial and in-
trepidity would far surpass the difficulties they would
have to overcome, and defeat the dangers with which
they were sure to be assailed. Where could such apostles
be found better than in the Society of Jesus? And with
this feeling it was that the Sovereign Pontiff had recourse,
in the hour of need, to that society.

Ignatius of Loyola, deeply affected by the heart-rend-
ing account he had heard, and regardless of the urgent
necessities of his own house and novitiate, immediately
placed at the disposal of the Holy Father two of his co-
laborers, Fathers Codure and Brouet. While the neces-
sary instructions and documents were being prepared at
the Vatican, Father Codure died, and Father Salmeron
was selected to take his place in the proposed embassy.
The titles and dignities appertaining to the high office
of Apostolical Legate in nowise affected the habitual
humility and self-denial of the two holy men: they
would take their departure on foot, staff in hand; a
dependence upon the charity of the world being their
only purse, and the breviary, and full confidence in God,
their only outfit.

It was a novel sight in Rome to witness the departure
of two such humble individuals in such a high diplo-
matic capacity as that of envoys from the Holy See
to a foreign court; for the two Jesuits were to proceed
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to the court of James V, of Scotland, previous to visit-
ing Ireland, there to console and strengthen the perse-
cuted Catholics. Among those who desired to enter
the order was Francesco Zapata, Notary Apostolic, who
pointed out to the Father-General that the voyage of the
envoys would be dangerous in consequence of the existing
critieal state of affairs, and that it would be more advis-
able to pay whatever might be required for their convey-
ance by sea, the better to avoid suspicion; and he offered
himself to defray the entire expenses of the voyage, so-
liciting at the same time permission to accompany the
two Fathers, and to share their labors and their dangers.
This favor was granted him, and thus he entered upon
his novitiate. A

Ignatius of Loyola did not trouble himself as to the
nature of the confidential instructions given to the two
nuncios by the Holy See; his only solicitude was that
his brethren should faithfully preserve the spirit of the
society, while, at the same time, they proved themselves
worthy of the high and important mission with which
they had been intrusted. In order to aid them in at-
taining this double end, he gave them his written advice,
which was worded with admirable wisdom and ability.*
The two legates, accompanied by Francesco Zapata, com-
menced their journey on foot, on the 10th September,
1541,1 their great mark of distinction being their extreme
humility and evangelical poverty.

Thanks to Divine Providence, who wat.ched over and
protected them, the holy trio reached Scotland in safety.
James V, who expected them, gave them a reception
becoming their high mission. He pledged himself to

#This document will be found in the published history of St.
Ignatius of Loyola.

t This date is stated by Father Genelli to be the 16th of Sep-
tember.
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remain true to the faith of his fathers, and placed at
their disposal the necessary means for proceeding to Ire-
land.

Deprived of their pastors, and having no priests to
preach to them the Word of God, to administer the sacra-
ments, to enable them to bear up against the troubles of
life, or to prepare them for death, the Irish people at this
time groaned beneath the weight of a persecution the most
cruel and oppressive; yet, with all this, and although lit-
erally deprived of all spiritual succor, they fearlessly and
gloriously preserved their faith. The ambassadors of the
Sovereign Pontiff, knowing how matters stood, doubted
not that they would be gladly welcomed by this oppressed
and forsaken people. But such was not the case. At
first, every one, looking upon them as the disguised emis-
saries of their persecutors, refused to receive them; and
thus they were without shelter, in a foreign land, where
hospitality and ebarity were punished with death, unless
bestowed upon hereties.

But the Fathers were in nowise discouraged, nor was
their zeal diminished; on the coutrary, their Christian
patience, fortitude, humility, and, above all, indomitable
courage and perseverance amidst 0 many trials and afflic-

" tions, at last convinced the Catholics of the real purpose

of their visit, and won their confidence.

The Jesuits spent thirty-four days in the assiduous and
unremitting discharge of their sacred duties, hearing con-
fessions, giving instructions, and consoling and fortifying
those whose faith had been 8o sorely tested.

Henry VIII, having been informed of their arrival
in Ireland, and of the purpose of their visit, set a price
upon their heads. The people, becoming alarmed, im-
plored them, as they valued their own safety, and if they
would not draw down upon their unhappy country re-
doubled persecutions, to depart, for the tyrant monarch

‘
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had threatened death and the confiscation of personal
property to such as should dare afford shelter to the apos-
tolical legates. The Fathers submitted. They had the
consolation of knowing that they had traversed the entire
island, and of having enlightened many a Christian soul,
and strengthened, encouraged, and imparted a blessing to
them all, in the name of the common Father of the faith-
ful—in fact, of having accomplished their mission; for
they were instructed that, should their presence in Ireland
be made a pretext for the infliction of fresh persecutions,
they should return to Italy. With heart-felt sorrow and
reluctance they tore themselves away from those faithful
but desolate souls, which were filled with grief at their
departure.

In the excess of their devotedness and charity, the two
Jesuits conceived the impracticable idea of proceeding to
London, and there seeking an interview with the very
monarch who had decreed their death. They would fain
have confronted him, and, with all the power of truth, and
all the eloquence that charity could dictate, conjured him
to desist from his cruel persecutions. Such a course
would have exposed them to the risk of immediate death ;
but this could not deter them, for they felt that their lives
were consecrated to God, and they would have been but
too happy in sacrificing them for such a cause.

They set out with this intention, but, on arriving in Scot-
land, they found themselves compelled to renounce their
heroic project. The Scotch had risen in great numbers,
and declared in favor of the new heresies. The Fathers,
thus thwarted, and unable to make their way through any
part of the country, were compelled to proceed to France.
They landed at Dieppe, and made their way to Paris,
where they left Francesco Zapata, in order that he might
complete his studies,

Francis T was at this time at war with Charles V.
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When the two Jesuits made their appearance at Lyons,
the people became suspicious and excited at the appear-
ance of two men whose tattered garments indicated ex-
treme poverty and want, but whose language proclaimed
them to be persons of the most highly cultivated talents
and learning. The fact that one of them was a Spaniard
was more than sufficient to suggest the idea that they
were spies of Charles V. They were forthwith consigned
to prison. They appealed to Cardinals de Tournon and
Gaddi, who resided in the city, and who, recognizing the
two Jesuits, had them treated with the honor and dig-
nity due to the high position they filled. Immediately
horses and guides were furnished them, in order that they
might reach the frontier without further molestation, and
continue their journey in safety to Rome. Besides, al-
though despite the protestations of the two Fathers, they
were prevailed upon to accept a sufficient sum of money
to defray the expenses of the journey.

II.

IraLy. was threatened on all sides with heresy, and,
toward the end of the year 1542, information reached
Rome that it had found its way into several towns, and
that the people of Foligno and Faéoza had suffered
themselves to be almost totally led away by it. Paul III
was desirous of reclaiming those who had been seduced
beyond the pale of the Church; but Ignatius Loyola could
spare for this service only Fathers Brouet and Salmeron,
before whose zealous preaching heresy was put to flight.
The Bishop of Modena likewise solicited the services of
one of the Jesuit Fathers for his diocese, and Father Sal-
meron was placed at his disposal, through whose labors,
heresy, that scourge of souls, was triumphantly repulsed.
Brouet was ordered to Montepulcione, where the same
happy results were effected; after which, by the direction
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of Cardinal Carpi, he proceeded to Reggio, there to reform
abuses which had crept into one of the monasteries.

Laynez, during all this time, became the admiration of
the city of Venice. He resided at the hespital, notwith-
standing the urgent solicitations of the Doge, Pietro
Lando, that he should take up his abode at the palace.
In the morning he preached in turn at the various
churches throughout the city, and devoted his evenings
to expounding the Gospel according to St. John, in the
Church of the Saviour. His animated and brilliant elo-
quence excited so much enthusiastic admiration, that
crowds waited the entire night-around the church where
he was to preach, in order to obtain admittance in the
morning; and even the Lutherans themselves thronged to
the Church of the Saviour in the evening, for it was there
that he attacked and unmasked their doetrines with a
power of eloquence and a force of logic which they
could not but admire. Father Laynez was master of
Venice. One single instance will suffice to demonstrate
the fact. ’

The holy season of Lent was at hand: the zealous
missionary eonjured the Venetians, in the name of the
gorrowing Church, at the then approaching penitential
season, to give up the pleasures of the Carpival. This
was, for such a people, to demand one of the greatest
sacrifices and acts of self-denial; but, nevertheless, the
Venetians cauld refuse notbing that might be demanded
of them by their beloved apostle. For that year the
usual three days’ festivities and trivial amusements were
replaced by exercises of penance and practices of piety.

It has been already stated that the Doge had made
frequent and urgent solicitations to the Jesuit Father to
make the palace his home. Many of the nobles had
made similar overtures, with no better result; among
these was Andrea Lipomani. The latter, howevar, suc-
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ceeded in winning the heart and confidence of the mis-
gionary: he persevered in his importunities, and Laynes,
impelled by Providence, could no longer refuse. Leaving
the hospital, he spent the remaining days of his sojourn
at Venice, at the palace of Lipomani. His host, desirous
of evincing his gratitude, presented the Priory of Padua
to the Jesuits, for the purpose of founding a college.

The zeal and learning of Father Laynez had succeeded
in restoring to the Church all whom the heretical teach-
ings had seduced : the strayed sheep had once more en~
tered the fold. The mission of the apostle was accom-
plished.

From Venice he hastened to Padua, where he rendered
to the Church the same brilliant services which had sig-
nalized his stay in the capital he had just left. Here
he also organized the college which Andrea Lipomani had
founded. He next went to Brescia, where he encoun-
tered an apostate monk, to whose seductive eloquence
many had already fallen victims. The wide-spread repu-
tation of Father Laynez, the victories he had achieved
over heresy at Venice and Padua, as well as the admira-
tion he had won, were well known at Brescia. The apos-
tate monk was in nowise disconcerted on learming the
sensation caused throughout the city by the arrival
of the learned Jesuit; on the contrary, he boldly an-
nounced that he was ready to meet him and to refute
his teachings. ‘“Let me only be permitted to propound
to him a few objections on the doctrine of Purgatory,
and I will soon silence him! He will soon acknowledge
himself a Lutheran!” Laynez had heard of the defiant
challenge, which he accepted. The controversy was
commenced, and crowds thronged from all parts to hear
‘the two champions who had met face to face.

Father Laynez, standing in front of his adversary,
listened to his arguments without once interrapting him,

5 .
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with eyes bent on the ground, a calm countenance, and
a firm though modest bearing: The apostate, rejoicing
over this silence, proceeded to propound his arguments,
with rapturous and brilliant sallies, which, for the time,
seemed to presage a triumph over his adversary. The
audience awaited in breathless anxiety; the stolid immo-
bility of the Jesuit kept every hearer in a state of sus-
pense. The monk himself became fatigued with his own
effort, and was amazed at the silent patience displayed by
Father Laynez, on whom, finally, the whole attention of
the audience was concentrated. At length the monk
stopped: he had concluded his argument, and called upon
the Jesuit to answer him, if he could.

Father Laynez, who was %ifted with a most prodigious
memory, argse, took up each of the objections in pre-
cisely the same order in. which they had been presented
to him, and refuted them so clearly and so triumphantly,
one after the other, that his adversary acknowledged his
defeat, reéntered the bosom of the Church, and became
the most devoted friend of his victor.

The Holy See could not but be struck by all these ex-
traordinary successes. Perceiving how much the Church
might expect from the new Order, the restriction which
limited the number of its members to sixty had been
already removed. Henceforth it was to be at liberty to
enroll as many members as might be deemed worthy of
joining its ranks. This step was rendered not only de-
_ sirable, but indispensable, for the Pope was importuned
from all quarters to send priests of the Society of Igna- -
tius of Loyola to sustain the pending struggle against
the Lutherans, who were propagating their baneful doc-
trines and influence throughout the entire extent of Eu-
rope, thereby causing piteous desolation in the Church.
Providence had foreseen this. The number of novices
increased daily. Ignatius himeelf watched over their
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spiritual progress, subjected them to the severest tests,
in order to strengthen their virtue, and it was not until
they bad passed through this sanctifying ordeal that he
allowed them to enter upon their studies. The result
was most happy; for these trials, far from disheart-
ening the novices, served rather as an additional attrac-
tion,

III.

IN accordance with the plan of the holy founder of the
Order, the Society of Jesus was bound to have colleges
possessing the same privileges as the universities; but,
at the same time, such colleges were to be the fruit of
its own development. In the mean time, it was provided
that the rfovices were to be distributed among the various
universities, there to pursue their studies, and take their
degrees. '

This providential provision tended materially to aug-
ment the members of the society. '

The first, Fathers of the Order had established such a
reputation for themselves at Paris, that it was impossible
ever to obliterate it. There it was that their learning was
eulogized, their virtues admired, their persons beloved, and
a lasting friendship established between them and those
who were so fortunate as to have made their acquaintance.
Ignatius had sent to the French capital several of his nov-
ices, appointing as their superior the eldest and most
perfect among them, his personal friend, Diego of Eguia.
Their edifying life, their gentle and simple manners, and
the brotherly love which reigned among them, revived rec-
ollections of those first beloved Fathers, and caused them
to be similarly sought for and esteemed. They took ad-
vantage of the good-will and favor of their friends to
induce them to unite in spiritual retreats, and ere long
they reaped & rich barvest, enlisting many recruits for the
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‘Order from among the most learned and distinguished
classes.

In the year 1545, William Duprat, Bishop of Clermont,
one of their warmest admirers, tendered them his man-
sion at Paris, for the purpose of establishing a college ;
but the University and the Parliament being opposed to
its formation, the Bishop invited the Jesuits into the dio-
cese, and, at his own cost, established one of their col-
leges at Billom. This was the first Jesuit college founded
in France.

Most of the universities were opposed to the Jesuits as
a body of teachers, for the latter had acquired so great
a reputation for eloquence and learning, that the most
profound among the professors could consider them in
no other light than that of rivals. The Parliament at
Paris joined in the opposition offered by the universities.
The spirit of independence of these two bodies would not
" allow them to receive or associate themselves with a body
of men who so openly avowed their entire submission to
the Holy See. Their sole aim and desire, therefore, was
to repudiate them. .

The holy founder, feeling in his heart that the time de-
oreed by Almighty God had not yet arrived, contented
himself with the good his novices were doing at Paris,
permitting, however, a sufficient number of them to remain
in order to open a college at the Palace of Clermont* so
soon as circumstances would permit.

- In Spain the Jesuits did not meet with the same op-
position. Don Antonio of Araoz was the first who took
the vows after the first ten members of the society, Be-
ing compelled to visit his native country, he was preceded

* Thus was designated the Palace of William Duprat, Bishop of
Clermont, used, at the present time, as the College of Louis Le
Grand.
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at Barcelona by a letter from Ignatius of Loyola, an-
nouncing his coming to Donna Isabella de Rosello. This
information spread rapidly throughout the city, in which
Ignatius had left so many affecting recollections. Both
rich and poor eagerly flocked to welcome to their city the
beloved nephew of the Apostle of Barcelona. Scarcely
-had Antonio of Araoz made his appearance, when he was
surrounded by the multitude and received with acclama-
tions of joy. On the very first day after his arrival, he
was constrained to preach, in order to satisfy the eagerness
of the Barcelonians; and, as they expressed a wish, above
all, to have some tidings of Don Ignatius of Loyola, he
selected as the theme of his discourse the fruits already
reaped by the society of which Ignatius was the founder.
Baut, as the entire city were anxious to hear him relate
these marvels, he was requested to repeat his discourse,
and every day he preached at the different churches.
Even this did not suffice : the churches were too small to
accommodate the vast multitudes that poured in from all
parts; he was, therefore, compelled to address them from
a platform, erected in the largest public square of the
city. Not only was the vast open space crowded, but every
window of the surrounding houses was filled with anxious
listeners, and even the tops of the houses were occupied.
The enthusiasm of the people increased the Father’s elo-
quence. It was decided on the spot that a house of the
society should be founded in the city of Barcelona. Every
purse was freely opened, the house was founded, and all
that was required now was the arrival of the anxiously-
looked-for Fathers to conduct it.

Araoz continued his joyrney through Castile. At
Burgos and Valladolid he was urged to address the peo-
ple, as he had done at Barcelona: he did so, and with
gimilar results. Each of these towns collected the re-
quisite funds for founding a house of the Society of
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Jesus. In the Basques Province he was obliged to yield
to the wishes of the inhabitants, whom he addressed in the
open country, and where every surrounding tree was laden
with anxious and attentive listeners. The Viceroy of
Catalonia, Don Francis of Borgia, Duke of Gandia, hav-
ing been present at one of Father Araoz’s sermons, inti-
mated his desire to have a private interview. Father
Araoz consented, and read to the Viceroy the bull of Pope
Paul III, including the object and plan of the society.
The Viceroy replied that it appeared to him to be of
heavenly origin, and promised to use all his influence for
its propagation in Spain.

As early as 1540, John III, King of Portugal, had
requested of the Pope to send him priests of the society
to preach the Gospel to the people of the Portuguese
colonies, in the East Indies. Don Pedro, of Mascaren-
~ has, the Portuguese Ambassador at Rome, was also in-

structed to solicit 8ix of the missionaries, whose reputa-
tion had already spread all over Europe. “As yet,”
replied the holy founder, “we number but ten members;
if we give you six, how many shall we have left for the
rest of the world?” The future of the Society of Jesus
was predicted in this reply. We have seen that only
two members of the young society had been placed at
the disposal of the King of Portugal. One of these, it
is true, was Francis Xavier. Every-where, and at all
times, the followers of Ignatius carried out the mission
to which they had consecrated their lives. Rodriguesz
took shipping for Lisbon, and although, during the voy-
age, he was suffering from a severe attack of intermittent
fever, he preached, heard confessions, and reclaimed sin-
ners, nursed the sick, comforted the dying, and won for
himself the good wishes and blessings of all on board.
. Francis Xavier, who travelled by land, in company with
the ambassador and his numerous suite, endeared him-
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self to all, and appealed so foreibly to their conseiences,
that he was obliged to halt by the wayside to hear the
confessions of those of the attendants whom he had won
over to God, and in the inns to shrive those more im-
mediately attached to the person of Don Pedro Masca-
renhas.

On their arrival at Lisbon, the two Fathers begged
alms in the streets, and took shelter at night in the Hos-
pital of All-Saints. They continued to preach and hear
confessions with so much success, that it became impos-
sible for them to respond to the masses who so eagerly
sought their assistance. The King made many fruitless
attempts to induce them to take up their abode in his
palace. Faithful to their vows, they declined any asylum
but that of poverty. By the holiness of their lives, com-
bined with their powers of reasoning, they soon succeeded
in making many converts, and effecting most important
reforms. The King was most desirous that they should
not leave Portugal; that they should enlist novices, found
new houses and colleges, and that, at some future day,
they should be enabled to send these new missionaries,
instructed and prepared by them, to the colonies of In-
dia. But such was not the will of Ged. Ignatius con-
sented to allow Father Rodriguez to remain; but Father
Xavier was ordered to the Indies. At the request of the
King, the Sovereign Pontiff conferred upon him the title
of Apostolic Nuncig for the entire East, and he embarked
on the 7th of April, 1541, to the great sorrow and regret
of the court and the people. On this very day he had
completed his thirty-fifth year.

The two Jesuits had already enlisted some new dis-
ciples. Two of them accompanied Francis Xavier to India;
the rest remained with Father Rodriguez. The year fol-
lowing, the King gave them the house of St. Anthony-

- Abbot, at Lisbon, and so rapidly did their numbers
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increase, that, a few months after, they founded the cele-
brated College of Coimbra, which was destined to become
a nursery for Indian missionaries.

In less than two years from this time, including fathers
and novices, they numbered sixty. Their good works,
zeal, and personal piety became so generally known, that
the King frequently exclaimed: “I wish there was a
house of the Jesuits in every town in my kingdom.”

Iv.

It will be remembered that Father Lefévre left Rome
in October, 1540, by order of the Pope, to accompany
Don Pedro Ortiz, the Ambassador of Charles V, to the
Diet of Worms. Lefévre arrived there, bearing the title
of Theologian of the Holy See, in order to take part -in
the discussion proposed by the Lutherdns. These con-
ferences were mainly brought about by the heretics, in
sheer opposition to the Church of Rome. Some of them
quickly withdrew; the others either refused or eluded
all serious discussion, seeking only to try the patience of
the Catholic doctors. Father Lefévre, seeing their dis-
honesty, determined to devote himself to some other mis-
sion. He found that the spread of heresy in Germany
was mainly attributable to the ignerance of the people,
and, more dangerous still, to the shortcomings of a priest-
hood abandoned to the gratification of their own passions.

In the entire city of Worms there was but oune priest
worthy of respect; this was the Dean of the Chapter,
who bore also the title, and exercised the functions, of
Vicar-General. Disheartened by the indifference of the
people, and the bad example of the priests, he was about
to abandon both to the enemies of the faith. Lefevre
consoled him, tendering his zealous assistance to bring
about a reform in this lamentable state of affairs. The
Dean was encouraged, and, through the active and untir--
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ing zeal of the Jesuit, the stray sheep were brought back
to him.

Lefevre next proceeded to Spires, where he also reaped
a rich and abundant harvest. His stay was not long, be-
ing called away to Ratisbon, there to assist at the synod
which was to be held by the Catholics and Protestants in
the presence of the Emperor. He employed himself dur-
ing the journey with the spiritual welfare of the officers,
and others, who accompanied him; for every moment of
- his life was to be employed in promoting the greater
glory and honor of God.

The Diet of Ratisbon was, in every respect, similar
to that which had been held at Worms. The dishonesty
of the Protestants prevented any important result. Father
Lefévre, therefore, felt that it was his duty to enter upon
a more active and more fruitful ministry. He catechised,
preached, and gave spiritual retreats to the bishops,
princes, doctors, ambassadors, and to the members of
the Diet. All, charmed with his convincing and persua-
sive eloquence, thronged daily around his pulpit to listen
to his consoling discourses. They, one and all, even
Prince Charles of Savoy, the son of the King, confided
their spiritual direction to him.

The next field of his labors was Nuremberg, where,
just as he was about to see a change brought about by
his zeal and devotion, he received orders to proceed to
Spain. ‘

As it had been decided that Father Lefévre was to quit
Germany, Ignatius of Loyola, not wishing to leave that
fruitfal field uncultivated, sent thither Claude Lejay and
Nicolas Bobadilla.

Father Lefévre had worked much good among the
higher clergy and nobility in Ratisbon: time had not al-
lowed him to extend his labors among the other classes.
This field was left open to Father Lejay. But no sooner
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did he attempt to call those recreant priests to a sense of
the duties of their state, thau all indignantly arose againsé
him. The heretics, too, readily availed themselves of
this opportanity, and oried out, “Death to the Jesuits!”
They threatened to throw him into the Danube; and the
apostle was cautioned; but he replied: “ What does it
matter, whether I go _to heaven by land or by water?”
And he continued his labors with even more success than
he had dared to hope for.

Father Bobadilla accompanied Ferdinand I, King of
the Romans, to the Conférence of Vienna. He preached
daily in Latin or Italian, and held discussions with the
most learned heretics, in presence of the king. He sub-
sequently accompanied the Pope’s Nuncio to the Diet
of Nuremberg, and afterward, by order of King Ferdi-
nand, went with his ambassador, the Bishop of Lassau, to
the Diet of Spires, and thence proceeded to Worms.
These assemblies concluded, the bishops contended among
themselves as to which of them should be favored with
the services of the Jesuit Father, each one desiring to
have him in his diocese, to oppose the efforts of the Lu-
therans; but Bobadilla, yielding to the solicitations of
the King, returned to Vienna, where he undertook the
charge of reforming the priesthood. Almighty God show-
ered such signal blessings on this glorious mission, that
Ferdinand, enchanted at his success, appointed him his
theologian at the new Diet of 1543. He there refuted
the heretical doctrines, fortified the faith, and rekindled
true piety in the hearts of the Catholics. This accom-
plished, he proceeded to the Diet of Ratisbon, where he
met Father Lejay.

On the arrival of the theologian of King Ferdinand,
the Pope’s Nuncio felt that he could dispense with his
own. He dispatched Father Lejay to Ingolstadt, then be-
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set with heresy. Shortly afterward, a synod being about
to be convened at Saltzburg, the Archbishop of the place,
who was brother to the Duke of Bavaria, desired to have
Lejay for his theologian; and the Father, according to
his desire, proceeded thither. All the assembled bish-
ops, struck with admiration at the profound erudition of
the retiring and humble missionary, sought daily his
counsel and advice, prior to the opening of their deliber-
ations. Moreover, at their request, he wrote out for them
a summary of his arguments and opinions on the various
points that were brought forward for discussion by the
Emperor. His advice was adopted and acted upon by the
assembled prelates. ‘

Germany, at this time, was in a very critical position.
Notwithstanding the untiring energy and unceasing labors
of Fathers Lejay and Bobadilla, it was impossible for
them to respond to all the calls made upon them to de-
fend the faith and combat heresy. At the urgent solicit-
ation of several bishops and princes, Father Lefévre, who
had accompanied the Emperor’s.embassador to Spain, was
recalled by order of the Pope. Although unable to de-
vote more than a short time to each of the towns through
which he passed with the ambassadors, he accomplished
much for the instruction of the poor and the education
of the young. While absent, he had been introduced to
the Princesses Mary and Jane, daughters of Charles V,
and did not fail to profit by the opportunity thus afforded
him of imparting to them such counsels as were calcu-
lated, at some future time, to produce the most salutary
results. It was at this particular juncture that, in obe-
dience to the commands of the Sovereign Pontiff, he re-
turned to Germany. Two priests, Don Juan d’Aragon,
and Alvarez Alfonso, attached to the royal chapel, ac-
companied him, and, shortly after their arrival in Ger-
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many, joined the Order, the humility and poverty of its
members having more attractions for them than all the
riches and pomp of a court.

The arrival of Lefdvre at Spires, in October, 1542,
struck terror among the clergy, who, ignerant and de-
praved a8 were the German priesthood in general, per-
suaded themselves that the mission of the Jesuits was
to enlighten them and bring about a reform in their
lives. In this they were not mistaken. The task was
not an easy one, especially in the then agitated and ex-
cited state of the public mind. As was his wont, the
good Father was the very model of humility, docility
and charity: he soon found a means of touching the
hearts of the most hardened, and of gaining the full con-
fidence and friendship of all ; the consequence was, that
his spiritual retreats were productive of the most happy
effects, causing a thorough reform throughout the city.
At this juncture, Albert of Brandenburg, Archbishop of
Mayence, summoned him to- that town. He obeyed the
call, but it was with feelings of the deepest regret that
he tore himself away from the pastors and their flocks,
whom he had been the means of restoring to the friend-
ship of Almighty God. On his arrival at Mayence, he
found that the irregularities that existed were innumer-
able. Again did his gentleness, zeal, and piety produce
the most extraordinary and happy results. The people
reéntered the bosom of the Church, while the priesthood
consecrated to penance and study the time which they
had been accustomed to devote to idle pleasures. May-
ence was regenerated. The Archbishop lacked words to
express his gratitude.

Hermann von Weiden, Archbishop of Cologne, at-
tracted by the laxity of the Lutheran doctrine, wavered
in the faith. The Catholics of the diocese, taking alarm
lest the defection of their chief pastor should spread
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among his flock, begged imploringly that Father Lefévre
would” come and rescue them from the terrible affliction
with which they were menaced. Lefévre immediately re-
sponded, and went to Cologne, but, alas! too late to save
the chief pastor of the diocese from the abyss into which
he had allowed himself to be drawn ; but, thanks to the
eloquence and exertions of the good Father, the people
were less easily led away, and remained faithful to the
Holy Catholic Church.

A marriage alliance being about to take place between
Prince Philip, son of Charles V, and the Princess Mary,
daughter of the King of Portugal, John III requested
the Pope and Ignatius to allow one or two Jesuits to ac-
company the Princess to Castile; above all, he desired that
Father Lefévre, in preference to any other, should be
appointed. Accordingly, the Pope gave the necessary
order to that Father to proceed to Lisbon. The humble
religious had nothing to say; he left all to the judgment
of Ignatius, and the wish of the Holy Father. The
Nuncio urged him to remain in Cologne, where he had
done so much good; but Lefdvre simply replied that he
had taken a vow of obedience, and started on his journey
toward Lisbon. On reaching Louvain, he was attacked
with a violent fever. The novices of the society, who
were pursuing their studies in the university of that
town, bestowed upon him every care and attention, and
when the fever was at its height, totally disabling him
for any exertion, he appointed one of them, Father Fran-
cesco Strada, to give public spiritual exercises, with a
view to reanimate the fervor of the Catholics of Louvain.
The result was, that crowds, whose hearts had been
touched, flocked to the sick man’s chamber, to whom,
notwithstanding the severity of his sufferings, he afforded
spiritual advice and consolation. His efforts were blessed
in a marked manner by Almighty God. No less than
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twenty-one youths of the most distinguished families
joined the society.

The finger of Providence was manifest in the apparently
accidental circumstance that prevented Lefévre from pro-
ceeding to Portugal. He was compelled to return to Co-
logne, where a sorrowful event awaited him. The Arch-
bishop, although he had not openly declared his change of
religion, not only favored the heretics, but secretly author-
ized them to preach their pernicious doctrines. On his
arrival, Lefévre encountered three of the most celebrated
of the heretical preachers, namely, Bucer, Pistorius, and
Philip Melancthon. In his attack upon them he dis-
_ played so much spirit and learning, that, after an un-
precedentedly energetic discussion, he came off the victor,
his opponents being shamefully put to flight. With a
view to fortifying himself, and to enlisting new cham-
pions, who should be ever ready to battle for the truth,
in a city so exposed to the onslaught of the enemy,
Leftvre established a college, of which Leonard Kesser
was appointed superior. The learned Canisius was a
member of this college. Lefévre could now leave Co-
logne with full confidence. Again the King of Portugal
requested his services. He quitted Cologne on the 12th
July, 15644, :

After his departure, the Lutherans, thinking that the
field was again open to them, reappeared with more con-
fidence than ever; but Canisius came forward and refuted
them with an ability and force equal to that of Lefévre’s,
Although the Archbishop took sides with them, the Jes-
uits did but display greater zeal and enmergy in their
discussions. The heretics, feeling themselves wors?.ed,
shouted, “To arms!” and recollecting an ancient decree
against the establishment of new religious orders, urged
the civil authorities to issue a decree for the expulsion of
the Jesuits. The Fathers, thus chased from their homes,
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took refuge, some with the Carthusians, and others else-
where. They all, however, remained in the town, subsisting
on alms, and suffering all manner of privations, but with-
out once faltering in their labors for the salvation of souls.
They exercised their holy calling with as much devotion
and confidence as before. Struck by their patience and
heroic courage, the magistrates reproached themselves, and
withdrew their decree of banishment, and restored to the
Jesuits their college.

This circumstance had the effect of exposing the base
treachery of the heretics. ~ Archdeacon Gropper and the
clergy became alarmed, and begged of Canisius, in the
name of the Electorate, to go and lay the grievances of the
Catholics before the Emperor, and the Bishop of Liege,
George of Austria, who was uncle to Charles V, and son
of Maximilian I. His mission was entirely successful.
The Emperor deprived the Archbishop of his title, and
he was also excommunicated by the Pope: he was sue-
ceeded by Adolphus of Schaumburg.

In the mean time, Father Lefévre had arrived at Lisbon,
where he found Antonio of Araoz, whose learning and
eloquence attracted large numbers from all parts. He
proceeded without delay to Evora, the residence of the
court. The King was desirous of conferring upon Lefdvre
the title of Patriarch of Ethiopia. So fully did he appre-
ciate the intentions and importance of the society, that
he was solicitous of confiding to its members all those
delicate and difficult missions in which the glory of God
might be involved. It was his desire that Lefévre should
preach at the court and throughout the town. After
having complied with the King’s command, and visited
the college of Coimbra, where daily application was made
by members of the highest families for admission, Lefévre
and Araoz returned to Portugal, passing through Spain,
preaching, receiving converts to the faith, hearing con-
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fessions, and leaving every-where behind them an ex-
ample of the highest virtues. During their travels their
only home was with the poor in the hospitals. These
religious, whose celebrity had become European, for the
possession of whom princes and crowned heads disputed,
whom the nobility and the people admired and fondly
cherished, took care not to lose any of that spirit which
had made them’ so powerful for good; their great de-
sire was to preserve that humility which was their
greatest glory, that poverty which was their only riches. -
In many of the places through which they journeyed,
they were solicited to establish colleges, and funds for
that purpose were placed at their dispesal. It was in the
midst of these successes that Father Lefévre received or-
ders to attend the Council of Trent, at which Laynez and
Salmeron were also present, by order of the Sovereign
Pontiff, in the capacity of Theologians of the Holy See.

Lefdvre was but forty years of age, but the fatignes and
hardships he had endured had completely broken down
his constitution. His friends endeavored to prevail upon
him to forego his intended journey. ¢ To travel in your
condition,” said they, “ would be death!”

“It is not necessary that I should live,” replied he;
“but it is necessary that I should obey.”

He took his departure, preaching by the way, notwith-
standing that he suffered incessantly from the fever which
was upon him. He embarked at Barcelona at the begin-
ning of July, reached Rome by the end of the same
month, and breathed his last in the arms of his Father,
Ignatius, Aungust 1, 1546. He had obeyed; he died
happy, and left his brothers deeply afflicted at the pre-
mature loss of the eldest of their large family, who, in so
short a time, had rendered such important and lasting serv-
ices to the Church. Their fear was that he never could
be replaced.
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“He will be,” said Ignatius, whose noble countenance
was bathed in tears, “a great personage, will join the So-
ciety, will contribute largely to its support and propaga-
tion, and, by his eminent virtues, will become an edifica-
tion to us all.”

It had pleused Almighty -God, at this moment, to re-
veal to him the vocation of the Duke of Gandia. While
his disciples refuted the heretics, reclaimed souls who had
strayed from the bosom of the Church, brought about
reforms among the clergy and monastic orders, converted
sinners, evangelized heathen nations, and established new
houses, the holy founder framed the laws for the govern-
ment of the Order, and left imperishable monuments in
the Eternal City.

He founded a house of catechumens for those Jews
who, wishing to enter the Catholic Church, were deprived
of their possessions and left without. the means of sub-
sistence. From the very moment of its foundation, this
house had yielded abundant fruits. He also established
the Convent of St. Martha as an asylum for women who
were not called to a religious life, and likewise St. Cath-
arine’s, for young women whose poverty exposed them to
the temptations of the world. He founded also two or-
phanages, one for boys and omne for girls.

All these labors, however, did not prevent his constant
solicitude for, and watchfulness over, the spiritual ad-
vancement of his novices. He was ever ready to afford
them advice. and consolation in their trials and tempta-
tions, as well as to assist their teachers in imbuing them
with those virtues that constitute the saint. At the same
time he had entire charge of the affairs and of all the
houses of the society, he corresponded with many of the
princes and sovereigns of Europe, and was constantly
consulted by bishops, cardinals, and even by the Sover-

6
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eign Pontiff himself. He seemed to possess an elasticity
that was equal to every emergency.

The labors of Francis Xavier in India were a repeti-
tion of the marvellous preachings of the first apostles of
Jesus Christ. Each step he took was a victory over hell.
The most astounding prodigies accompanied and confirmed
his powerful words. The Indians surnamed him the “God
of nature.” In the short space of ten years he had ex-
tended the Gospel over an area of nine thousand miles,
gaved innumerable souls, filled the world with the wonder
of his miracles and the sublimity of his apostleship; finally,
he won for himself those glorious titles which were awarded
him by the voice of the Church in after years, of Apos-
tle of the Indies and Japan, and Defender of the East,
In fact he placed the Society of Jesus on so firm a basis
in the Indies, that the novices of Goa were in nowise in-
ferior to those of Rome, and, at the death of the great
Xavier, (1552), the Society of Jesus had the glory of
numbering many martyrs among its ranks.

In the year 1650, the Badages made an attack upon
the Christians on the Fishery coast in Travancore. Father
Antonio Criminalis directed all his new converts to seek
refuge on board the Portuguese vessels, he himself re-
fasing to depart until he had seen them all in safety.
_ The barbarians pursued them to the sea-shore, when the
missionary, seeing no more hope of saving his children,
turned to their pursuers, and offering himself as a sacri-
fice, begged mercy for the Christians. The Pagans rushed
upon the holy Jesuit; some pierced his body with their
lances, while others directed their arrows against him, and,
believing him to be dead, commenced stripping him of his
garments; but Father Criminalis still lived, and assisted
his murderers in taking off the humble habit in which he
was clad, after which his soul departed to the realms of
bliss.

-’
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In the same year, Father Nunhez Ribeira met with his
death, by poison, at the hands of some savages at Amboyna,
The year following was destined to witness the martyrdom
of Melehior Gonzalez; he was poisoned by a Pagan, and
met his death with a holy confidence in God. In an in-
eredibly short space of time he had converted to the true
faith over four hundred Pagans at Bagaim, where he also -
built a church in honor of the Blessed Virgin, founded
s college for Christian children, and converted the greater
part of the island of Salcete. To this holy man can be
traced the foundation of the Society of the Holy Child-
hood. Finding that the Indians of Tana were in the
habit of selling their children to the Mussulmans, who
made slaves of them, touched with compassion, he ap-
pealed to the Christians for assistance, received their alms,
and became himself the guardian of those little innocents,
whom he consecrated to Jesus Christ. He had thus been
the means of saving multitudes of souls, and God re-
warded him with the crown of martyrdom.

In 1552, Brother Louis Mendesz, a catechist, was put
to. death by the Badages. While he was engaged in
prayer, they attacked and severely ill-treated him, after
which they beheaded him. Father Paul Vallez suffered
s similar martyrdom through the cruelty of the same sav-
ages. Already the Society of Jesus counted six martyrs
in India, and thus felt its power and strength increas-
ing.

While Francis Xavier preached the Gospel of Jesus
Christ in the Empire of Japan, Brazil offered a fruitful
field of labors to his brothers. In 15649, Emmanuel
Nobrega, Juan of Agpilcueta, Antonio Perez, Leonardo
Nunhez, San Diego, and Rodriguez accompanied a Portu-
guese flotilla, which was going to establish a town in the
Gulf of Bahia. As a matter of course, this new settle-
wment was to be composed of Catholics, and, before it
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could be inhabited, the people had to be civilized. -The
Jesuits, with their wonted zeal, offered their services, in
order to accomplish this work, difficult and perilous as it
was. The new town, which was called St. Salvador, was
soon established, and the Jesuits, having rapidly acquired
a knowledge of the Brazilian language, began to preach
and instruct the inhabitants.

Notwithstanding that the Bragzilians were a cruel and
barbarous race, even devouring the dead bodies of their
enemies, and giving themselves up to the most extrava-
gant superstitions, the Jesuits not only succeeded in
regenerating and civilizing them, but caused themselves
to be beloved and revered by them. They penetrated
. into their haunts in the forests, where those savages lived
in a state of degradation and brutality; they conversed
with them with a gentleness and Christian charity that
completely fascinated them, and, after a year of unceas-
ing labors, patience, and unheard-of self-denials, suc-
ceeded, under the direction of Father Nobrega, in erect-
ing three houses of the Order—one at St. Salvador, and
two others in the vicinity of that town. In the in-
terior of these vast territories there still remained much
to be done; there were peoples to be discovered, and souls
to be saved. Father Nunhez sought, found, and saved
them.

Brazil had been conquered by Don Pedro de Correa,
a member of one of the most ancient Portuguese families;
who, although he had lived there for a long period, had
given himself but little trouble to civilize the people by
the introduction of Christianity among them. His sole
aim w:s so to employ the natives as to enrich the treasury
of Portugal. It was left for Father Nunhez to demon-
strate to him the influence which the inculcation of
Christianity and the charity of apostolical teaching could
exercise over those rude and savage natives. Don Pedro
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was struck with admiration by the Jesuit’s zealous labors
and self-denial, and could well appreciate the reward such
labors merited in the world to come, and henceforth he,
too, was ready to labor for the greater glory of God and
the salvation of souls, even at the risk of his own life.
Here was another great triumph; Don Pedro entered the
Bociety of Jesus,

Following the practice of the illustrious St. Francis
Xavier, the Fathers had arranged in hymns the funda-
mental truths of Christianity, which they caused the
children to sing in the streets and forests. By this
means the parents soon became familiarized with these
hymus, which they learned for the sake of the music, and
8o gained a knowledge of that which, otherwise, it would
have been impossible to impart to them. Among these
people were some tribes addicted to cannibalism. The
Jesuits attempted to oppose this inhuman practice; but
the savages, enraged at the mere suggestion, became hos-
tile to the missionaries, and threatened to take their lives,
adding that they, too, should soon be devoured. Nothing
daunted, the Jesuits persevered in their work of charity
and benevolence, succeeded in surmounting every obstacle,
and finally caused the savages to submit to the teachings
of Divine truth. In the year 1553, St. Ignatius constituated
the Brazils a province of the society, with- Father Nobrega
at its head. Several schools were erected for the educa-
tion and instruction of children. Already two religious
houses were founded in the colony of St. Vincent, and
the mission rapidly progressed.

V.

ON the 13th December, 1545, the Cathedral of Trent
presented a most imposing spectacle. Among those as-
gembled in it were six Cardinals, three of whom were Leg-
ates, and afterward filled the chair of 8t. Peter; eleven
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Archbishops, sixty-nine Bishops, six Ambassadors, two
Episcopal Deputies, six Abbots, seven Generals of relig-
ious orders, eight Canonists, twelve Theological Profess-
ors, twelve Theologians of the Dominicans, fourteen of
the Friars Minors, eleven Conventual Friars, six Francis-
can Fathers, nine Carmelites, and five Servites, All these
were assembled at the celebrated council, for which the
Church had appealed, in order to decide certain points
in dispute between the heretics and Catholics, and by
this means to stremgthen the faith of those who wavered
in the faith.

In the course of the month of May following, (1546),
there were added to this assemblage of eminent per-
sonages three priests, whose outward appearance of pov-
erty contrasted strangely with the profuse display of
splendor with which they were surrounded. They wore
the habit of secular priests; but, by their calm and
serious expression of countenance, their modest bearing,
and great humility, it was easy to discover that they were
members of a regular order. No sooner had they made
their appearance, than Don Diego Hurtado of Mendoza,
Ambassador of Charles V, stepped forward and shook
each by the hand most affectionately: the cardinals like-
wise appeared to be perfectly well acquainted with them,
while several of the bishops treated them as intimate
friends. .

At first many of the strangers present inquired of each
other who those young priests could be, who were so cor-
dially greeted by such eminent personages, and who did
not hesitate to take their places in the midst of the au-
gust assembly, clothed as they were in the garb of poverty.

The mystery was soon solved: it was whispered on
every side, “ Two of them are the Theologians of the
Pope, and the other that of Cardinal Otho, Bishop of
Augsburg; they belong to the Society of Jesus.”
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Extreme surprise now took the place of doubt. The
Society of Jesus had been in existence but five years,
and had but a very limited number of professed mem-
bers, and yet, it was from that body that the Pope had
selected his legates for the most difficult, important, and
perilous missions; it was also from ameng the members
of the same Order that he chose the Theologians to rep-
resent him and speak in his name in an (Ecumenical
Couucil, convened to defend the faith and discipline of
the Church, as well as to sustain the rights and preroga-
tives of the Apostolic See. Notwithstanding the many
and exalted virtues of the young Fathers, it was much to
be apprehended that such hounors would excite much jeal-
ousy. Father Laynez was but thirty-four years of age,
while Father Salmeron was only thirty-one, and yet both
had been selecied by the Pope for this most solemn ocea-
sion. Father Lejay was present as the representative of
the Bishop of Augsburg.

St. Ignatius, alarmed lest so much honor and distinction
should, in the least, impair the humility of the members
of the society, had given admirable instructions to the
three Fathers who were to take part in the council * ad-
vice which these fervent religious determined to follow
to the lette. They were constantly to be seemn nursing
the sick in the hospitals, visiting the prisoners, instructing
the young, begging for the relief of the indigent, preach-
ing, and hearing confessions; and all this without ever
for one moment neglecting the important and onerous du-
ties of the council.

Consulted daily by the cardinals, prelates and doctors,
they had to be alwaya ready to solve the most difficult -
cases, and explain the most intricate questions. To Lay-
pez, who had an extraordinary memory, was intrusted the

# This.document will be.found in the Life of 8+, Ignatius of Loyols.
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task of preparing a summary of each day’s discussion;
and the manner in which he acquitted himself of the
laborious undertaking from the very commencement, cre-
ated such a deep impression, that it was decided that the
work should be continued, preserved, and entered on the
records of the council, word for word, as it came from
the pen of Laynez.

The duty of the two Theologians of the Pope was to
examine the acts of the various councils, the Pontifical
Bulls, the opinions of the Doctors and Fathers of the
Church, upon which they were to depend for their argu-
ments in defense of Catholic doctrines against the heret-
ical teachings. While the two Fathers were engaged in
this - laborious work, Father Salmeron delivered a dis-
course in Latin, which caused an immense sensation and
unbounded enthusiasm. The bishops, one and all, were of
opinion that a production of such vast importance should
not be lost to posterity; it was, accordingly, published,
and is still extant.

As a rule, but one hour was accorded to each speaker.
After several times hearing Father Laynez, whose elo-
quence was equal to his erudition, and whose iron logio
completely annihilated his opponents, it was agreed that
this rule should not apply to him, and that, to.shorten the
discussions, he should be allowed three consecutive hours.

About this time, a contagion spread throughout the
city of Trent and its environs, and the council, on the
11th of May, 1547, adjourned to Bologna. Charles V
disapproved of the removal of the council; and several
of the Spanish and German bishops returned to their re-
spective dioceses. The General Synod was suspended, and,
in the mean time, the bishops and doctors who had ad-
journed to Bologna could do nothing but prepare for the
labors of the ensuing session. Three entire months were
employed in discussing dogmatical questions on Penance
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Father Laynez threw so much light upon the subject, that,
at the request of the cardinal legates, he committed to
writing his arguments on each of the Sacraments. He
accomplished this task with such ability as to win the ap-
proval and plaudits of the entire synod, and upon his
opinions were based most of the decrees issued by the
council. These new triumphs in nowise diminished the
humility of the disciples of Ignatius. OQutside those as-
semblies they were to be found as before, ever poor, ever
simple and unassuming, instructing the young, enlighten-
ing the ignorant, consoling and taking care of the sick, and
begging for those who were in need. The legates had
prevailed upon them to accept, as a charity, new habita
more suitable to the rank and. position they held amid
the doctors of the council. To this they yielded—only,
however, wearing their new apparel while actually pres-
ent at the council, and changing it for their own poor
garb as soon as they returned to their abode, so that
they might not lose the slightest portion of their spirit
of poverty.

On the 10th September of the same year, 1547, the
Duke of Parma was assassinated, to the cry of “Zaberty!"
Every one rushed to arms. The insurgents took posses-
sion of the ducal palace, and the whole of Italy was
menaced with civil war. Under these circumstances it
was indispensably necessary to adjourn the council, and
await the advent of more peaceful times before again
reassembling it.

While Father Claude Lejay expounded before the
council the teachings of St. Paul on Grace, the diocese
of Trieste became vacant by the demise of the bishop.
Ferdinand I made immediate application for a member
of the Order of Jesus to succeed to this important See,
and he made special mention of Lejay as being best
qualified to repulse the heretics who threatened that

7
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portion of his dominions.* He was aware of the pro-
digious success which Lejay had met with at Ratis.
bon, Ingolstadt, and Nuremberg. He knew that the
Lutherans dreaded equally the talents and the zeal of the
good Father, and that they regarded him as their deadliest
enemy. It was then Lejay whom he sought to establish
at Trieste, as a rampart to defend the faith against the
attack of the enemy.

Ferdinand wrote to the Jesuit, begging him, in the name
and for the cause of religion, to accept the vacant bishopric.
Dreading the honor thus attempted to be thrust upon
him, Father Lejay immediately replied that it would be
impossible for him to accept a burden which he was too
weak to support. He then addressed a letter to his be-
loved Father Ignatius, imploring him to use all the influ-
ence in his power to avert the calamity with which he
was threatened, and which he so much dreaded. The re-
fasal of the Jesuit did but increase the desire of the
King to possess him. He wrote to the Pope, setting forth
the motives which influenced him, and urging the Pontiff
to command the Jesuit Father to accept the proposal. The
Pope yielded to the King’s wishes; but Ignatius of Loy-

#The King of the Romans offered the See of Trieste to Father
Bobadilla, to whom it had first been tendered. M. Cretineau Joly
says that the bishopric of Trieste was refused by Lejay, and that,
the following year, Bobadilla declined that of Trent. This must
be an error of name and date. On the 5th September, 1546, Boba-
dilla wrote word to 8t. Ignatius that King Ferdinand had offered
him the bishopric of I'rieste, and he added: ¢ I declined it, say-
ing to the King’s messenger, that we are men called to humility
and poverty, not to honors.” It wason the 13th of thesame month
that Lejay wrote to the holy founder that he had received and re-
jected the same proposal ; and elsewhere we find, in a letter from
Ignatius to the Duke of Bavaria, cited by Father Genelli: ¢ The
King of the Romans, after having tendered the bishopric of Trieste

to several of us, has given up the idea. As to the See of Trent
there is no question.”
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ola, who feared nothing more than the bestowal of eccle-
siastical honors and dignities on members of the society,
appealed to Margaret of Austria, whose Direotor he was,
and conjured her to obtain from the Sovereign Pontiff,
at least a postponement in the appointment of Lejay.
“ Let His Holiness,” said he, “but deign to accord me time
to write to King Ferdinand, and receive an answer from
His Majesty before finally deciding. I will pray, and cause
others to pray, in the interval, and God our Lord will, I
hope, avert from us this scourge of dignities, which will be
the ruin of our young society.”

The Princess having obtained the delay required, Ig-
natius wrote to the Kingfﬁ and so forcibly pointed out
to him the danger to which episcopal honors would ex-
pose the society, the object of which differed from that
of any other order, that the King felt constrained to
yield to the humility of the holy founder. He, there-
fore, addressed a letter to Paul III, to the effect that,
overcome by this humility, he withdrew his request. Ig-
natius of Loyola did not stop here. Other princes might
entertain like ideas, and should the Pope yield to their
demands, the company would be deprived of its most effi-
cient members; and if the road was thus once opened to
ambition, what would become of that spirit of humility
and poverty which was to be the main strength of this
chosen band ?

Ignatius, therefore, hastened to the Vatican, pleaded his
cause, and finally obtained from the Holy Father a prom-
ise that he would never compel a member of the Society
of Jesus to accept ecclesiastical dignities.} After the

*This remarkable letter will be found in the History of the Society of
Jesus, by M. Cretineau Joly ; or in the History of St. Ignatius of Layola.

1 The Jesuits, by their rules, are prohibited from accepting eccle-
siastical dignities, unless commanded to do so by the Bovereign
Pontiff, under pain of sin.
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holy founder bhad retired, Paul III, it is said, exclaimed,
¢ This is the first time a Sovereign Pontiff ever had such
a request made to him."”

As a thanksgiving to God for the suecess he had met
with, Ignatius caused the Te Deum to be chanted.

VI

AFTER having for a long time spared the Lutherans,
of whom he feared to make enemies, Charles V discov-
ered, at last, that their doctrines not only attacked the
authority of the Church, but insidiously sought to sub-
vert the bases of temporal power. In order to put a stop
to them, he threatened to have recourse to arms. They
implored him to acoord them another conference, in which
they contended that they would be able to convince the
Catholics that the truth was on their side; ¢ then,” added
they,  they will leave the Church of Rome in a body,
and peace will be restored.”” The Emperor acquiesced,
and the conference was appointed to take place at Ratis-
bon, on condition that all the decisions were to be sub-
mitted to the Council of Trent for final approval. He
then sent for Father Bobadilla, and confided to him the
defense of the Church and the Holy See in the forth-
coming contest with the Protestants. Bobadilla hastened
to his post, and spoke in the midst of an assembly com-
posed of princes, bishops, and doctors, and soom refuted
all the erroneous doctrines put forth by his adversaries,
who, being unwilling to acknowledge their defeat, at-
tempted to temporize and divide the Catholics. The dis-
honest tactics thus resorted to, being highly offensive—in
fact, insulting—to Charles V, he declared war against the
Duke of Saxony and the Landgrave of Hesse. The Pope
united his forces, commanded by the Duke Octavius Far~
nese, with those of the Emperor; Cardinal Alexander Far-
nese being nominated legate to the two armies.
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On the 23d of April, 1557, the army crossed the Elbe.
Among the foremost ranks, under the command of Prince
Farnese, was a priest, who was distinguished by his grave
and humble bearing, as well as by his air of fervent piety.
He addressed the soldiers, excited their courage, and pre.
dicted for them victory. Perceiving ome of them fall,
wounded by a bullet, the priest rushed to his assistance,
bore him to the rear, and was himself quickly again in
the thickest of the fight. The dying were falling around
him ; he consoled them, and gave them the last rites. The
wounded awaited him on every side, and he went from
one to the other like a ministering angel, doing good to
all. At length, arrived on the field of Muhlburg, the bat-
tle commenced. It was a most sanguinary one. Again
the priest is seen on the bloody field, in the thickest
of the fight; and those who hear the sound of his voice,
or see the waving of his hand, march forward with greater
courage and more confidence than before, even unto death.
They no longer fear the foe, all feeling that, should they
die beneath the fire of the German heretics, they would
receive the holy consolations of religion in their last mo-
ments. Suddenly the priest is seen to fall ; he has re-
ceived a wound in the head, from which blood flows freely;
but what of that? This priest is a disciple of Ignatius of
Loyola; he is a hero! It was Father Nicolas Bobadilla!
He raised himself from the ground, and, though covered
with blood, he attended to several soldiers who had fallen,
like himself, beneath the enemy’s fire. He dressed the
wounds of some, heard the confessions of others, while on
the dying he pronounced a last benediction. He had
foretold that the Catholics would be victorious, and the
issue verified the truth of his prediction. Oun the 24th
of April, 1547, the Duke of Saxony was taken pnsoner by
the Imperialists.

Bobadilla, though severely wounded, did not wait %o
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have his wounds dressed, but immediately after the vie-
tory preached at Passau, most of the inhabitants of which
were Lutherans. He ordered a solemn thanksgiving for
the success of the Catholic arms, which was complied
with. He next travelled through Germany, combating
heretical dootrines, and bringing back to the fold of the
Church many who had strayed beyond her pale, thus
reaping an abundant harvest to the greater glory of God.

On the-arrival of Bobadilla at Vienna, Charles V was
about promulgating a formula of faith which he had him-
self conceived, and to which he wished every one to con-
form, until the Council of Trent had arrived at a decision.
The Emperor, always rather inclined to favor the Luther-
ans, whose independent spirit and tendency to revolu-
tion he feared, had, by this formula, called the “Interim,”
upon his private authority and personal responsibility,
tolerated the marriage of priests and communion under
both species.

On reaching Vienna, Father Bobadilla heard that the
Protestants complained of the few concessions that had
been made in favor of their tenets, in this “ Interim.”
He forthwith replied to them in a pamphlet, in which
he refuted even those very concessions, and, in so doing,
did not spare the royal amthority whence they emanated.
He even attacked and combated this formula in the pres-
ence of the Emperor himself, who was not aceustomed
to allow his actions to be criticised. The Emperor,
irritated at this bold step, ordered Bobadilla to leave
the court on the instant, and forthwith to quit his domin-
ions. Bobadilla hastened to Rome, and sought admit-
tance into the house of the Order, but the Father-General
would not receive him ; and, although the step taken by
the Jesuit met with the entire approval of the Sovereign
Pontiff, Ignatius persisted in condemning it. “If he
was right in the prineiple,” said he, ‘‘he was wrong in
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the form. We must never, even in the defense of the faith
and the interests of the Churoh, be wanting in that re-
spect which is due to royalty and majesty.”’

The check thus applied to the over-zealous Jesuit was
a source of great exultation to the heretics—a fortunate
occurrence for the enemies of the society. Never was
intelligence spread with such rapidity—never a circum.
stance seized with so much avidity by the malicious.
The new Order had obtained too much popularity and re-
nown in the world not to have envious enemies; besides,
from its very origin, its Divine Chief had pointed to the
Cross as the emblem of persecutions and trials which
would beset them in their onward course. The disciples
could not expect better treatment than the Master ; but, at
the same time, let us not forget the Divine promise, I
will befriend you.”

The Jesuits were established in several of the towns
of Spain. Salamanca, not wishing to be behindhand, had
likewise applied for a college, and, in the early part of 1548,
Fathers Sevillan, Sanchez, Capella, and Miguel de Torres
were sent there to establish one. . But the minds of the
people had been so powerfully acted upon, that the good
religious, on arriving at their destination, found the house
which was intended for their reception completely stripped.
They had a chapel whose only decoration was the four
bare walle. One of the Fathers made a drawing of the
Blessed Virgin, on paper, which he attached to the wall,
as an altar-piece, and there, before this poor representa-
tion of the ever-blessed Mother of God, the four Fathers
offered up the holy sacrifice of the mass, relying upon
Providence to provide them with the means of more fit-
tingly worshiping and paying due homage and respect to
the Divine Majesty.

This incident may convey some idea of the personal
privations they had to suffer. Frequently they were
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without the eommon necessaries of life. But, neverthe-
less, they never faltered nor wavered in their meekness
and habitual benevolence; on the contrary, their zeal and
devotion for the salvation of souls, and the welfare of
mankind, were fortified and increased. Their attentions
to the unfortunate sick in the hospitals, their care of the
poor children, and all their many other occupations, were
as zealously discharged as if they received the highest
pecuniary reward. So many estimable virtues were bound
to secure for them the respect of every class, and, in fact,
very soon they were beloved and courted by all. Avail-
ing themselves of the good-will thus evinced toward
them, they took occasion to draw the hearts of those
they had thus touched more closely to God. Such was
the state of affairs when, all at once, as sudden, as unex-
pected, and as astounding as the shock of an earthquake,
a report was spread that the Jesuits were no other than
the precursors of Antichrist! The truth of this was
proved by a pamphlet written by one Doctor Melchior
Cano, a learned Dominican and popular preacher. The
thing was so certain, that this same doctor had just pro-
claimed from his pulpit these words, which were listened
to and repeated by the people: ¢ Brethren, the day of the
. last judgment is at hand ! Antichrist is about to appear,
and we already behold his precursors among us. All the
signs by which he is to be known I can discover in the
priests of the Society of Jesus; and it is I, Melchior
Oano, who have been designated in the Holy Scripture to
expose these hypocrites.” For the popular eredulity of
Spain, this was an astounding and alarming revelation.
Unless the Jesuits were burned alive, Spain was irretriev-
ably lost. Her sons would be handed over, body and
soul, to the infernal spirits. No one dreamed of reply-
ing to Melchior Cano’s assertions, and pointing out to
kim that his absurd accusations were only a repetition of
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the same assaunlts to which every religious order had been
subjected, from its very foundation, not excluding his
own, the Dominican. Neot one member of his own mon-
astery shared in his views and feelings against the Jes-
uits, yet they could not prevail upon him to desist from
publicly attacking them.

Very soon, however, the Superior of the Friars Preach-
ers interfered, and personally intervened in favor of the
Jesuits, by addressing an encyclieal letter to the religious
of his Order. This letter bore date December 10, 1548.
Melchior Cano, blinded by prejudice, would not even listen
to the voice of his Superior, and disregarded even that of
the Holy See. In 1552 he was consecrated Bishop of the
Canary Islands. This momination was attributed to the
Jesuits, but it has never been proved that it was made a$
their solicitation.

The ealumnies of Melchior against the Jesuits had
resounded throughout Spain. Every-where the world is -
the same : what they most admire one day, they totally
disregard the nmext. During the time that the Society of
Jesus was thus persecuted by its enemies, Providence
deprived them of their most powerful protector, by the
death of Pope Paul III, who was succeeded by the Car-
dinal del Monte, under the title of Julius III.

VII.

Francis Borala, Duke of Gandia, grandson of the King
of Naples, and closely allied to all the sovereigns of Eu-
rope, arrived at Rome, at the end of September, 1856, and
proceeded to the house of the Jesuits, accompanied by
the cardinals and Roman princes who had gone forth to
welcome him. He was attended by his suite and servants,
to the number of fifty. For two years the Duke had
been connected with the society by seeret vows; but, by
the advice of Ignatius, he had remained in the world for '
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the purpose of attending to the affairs and interests of
his eight children, and properly disposing of his posses-
- sions. The time, however, had now arrived when he was
to make his solemn vows, and openly declare himself a
member of the Order. He, therefore, on the 15th Jan-
uary, 1551, addressed a letter to Charles V, soliciting per-
mission to resign his office, the Lonors of the court, and
the world, in order that he might consecrate his life, in
the Society of Jesus, to the service of Almighty God and
of the Church. The Emperor answered, without delay:
“I will not contend for you with the great Master you
have chosen.” :
But Francis Borgia did not remain at Rome until the
imperial answer arrived. Pope Julius III, to whom his
intentions were known, wished to offer him a cardinal’s
hat, and acquainted him with his intention. The Duke,
- who, in his humility, had no higher ambition on earth
than to become a Jesuit, had sought and obtained per-
mission to quit Rome at as early a day as possible, and
to return to his own country, in order to escape the im-
portunities of the Pontifical Court.*

The fact of the Viceroy of Catalonia becoming a mem-
ber of an Order which had, during the two preceding years,
been 8o loudly decried throughout several towns of Spain,
caused considerable surprise. The holy life which Fran-
cis Borgia led was generally known. His selection of the
Society of Jesus appeared to give to the calumniators of
that Order the most positive contradiction of the slanders
that had been circulated against it. Soon he estab-
lished colleges, or houses of the Order, in all the large
towns which he visited; and youths of the most noble
birth hastened to him in numbers, seeking admission into
the society. He had a happy tact, in attractmg around

# 8ee Life of 8t. Francis Borgia.
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him young noblemen, and in forming them to habits of
the most solid virtue. Ameng his disciples were Don
Sancho of Castile, Don Pedro of Navarre, and Don Bar-
tolomeo of Bustamente. The celebrated Juan of Avila,
the intimate friend of Ignatius of Loyola, and of the Duke
of Gandia, feeling himself unworthy to join the ranks of
this chosen society, which he could not but admire, re-
cruited for it many noble and worthy members from
among the learned and pious men who were under his
direction. Of these were Don Diego de Guzman, and
Don Gaspar Loarte. The latter was one of the most
learned doctors of that period. At the same time, Don
Antonio de Cordova, Rector of the University of Sala-
manca, for whom Charles V had solicited the dignity of
cardinal, declined that honor, solely that he might bid
adieu forever to the riches, pomps, and honors of the
world, by assuming the humble habit of the Jesuit.

Before the end of the year 1552, the Institution of St.
Ignatius was in as flourishing a condition in Spain as it
was in Portugal, where no opposition presented itself to
its propagation, and where, moreover, the vocations were
80 numerous, that the College of Coimbra alone was able to
farnish missionaries to all the colonies of Asia, Africa, and
America. The Cardinal-Bishop of Evora, brother of the
King, being desirous of having a college of Jesuits in his
diocese, conferred thereupon with Louis of Grenada.
“Your Eminence could not do better,” replied the illus-
trious Dominican; “for it is an Apostolical Order, which
labors with all its power to reénkindle the faith and to
tave souls.”’.

In the mean time, Pope Julius III had ordered the de-
liberations of the council to be resumed ; and, accordingly,
the first sitting was held at Trent, on the lst of May,
1551. In the following July, Fathers Laynez and Sal-
meron joined the council, in the same capacity as before,
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of Theologians of the Holy See. Julius ITI had judged of
their qualifications from their conduct in the first council,
at which he was present, while yet Cardinal del Monte, and
he, therefore, felt that he could not do better than adopt
the selection of his predecessor. The title of Orators of the
Sovereign Pontiff was conferred upon them, giving them
precedence of speech over other members of the council.
Father Laynez, in his first address to the assembly, said :
¢ As the dogmas of the faith can only be defined by the
Holy Secriptures and the writings of the Fathers of the
Church, I declare that I will not quote, in support of my
opinion, any text of any Father or Doctor of the Church
whose entire works I shall not have first read, or from
which I shall not have extraoted all the passages which
give evident proofs that such is really the opinion of the
author.”

This declaration produced the most profound astonish-
ment. Each one put to himself the question, how it could
be possible to grapple with and accomplish such giganti¢
mental labors, and at the same time exercise not only the
priestly functions, but, also, practice works of mercy and
charity with such ardent and zealous devotion? In that
session, as in the first one, the learned Jesuit excited the
most enthusiastic admiration.

The effeet of these herculean laboxs at length told upon
his constitution, and Father Laynez was prostrated with
illness. Thercupon the council decided that the regular
sittings should be diseontinued until he was again in a po-
sition to enlighten them with his extraordinary talents.
This was the highest compliment that the prelates and
doctors could pay to the learning and eloquence of the
humble Jesuit. The Bishop of Modena, at the same time,
wrote as follows: ¢ Fathers Laynez and Salmeron have so
wonderfully refuted the Lutheran heresies on the doctrine
of the Holy Eucharist, that I esteem myself highly favored
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in having been permitted to live for a time with these
learned and holy Fathers.”

In the month of April, 1652, the heretics took up arms
against their sovereign, and, after having gained posses-
sion of Augsburg, they threatened Innspruck and Trent.
It was impossible for the council, in the midst of such
dangers, to resume its sittings; it was, therefore, sus-
pended, and finally indefinitely adjourned.

Charles V could no longer be in doubt as to the se-
cret intentions of the Protestants. He perceived, too
clearly, that it was the very basis of authority that they
sought to undermine and destroy. In the first instance,
it was the authority of the Church they attacked, but,
finding themselves defeated in every discussion by the
glorious champions of the Society of Jesus, they threw
off the mask of hypocrisy, and attacked the Emperor
himself, in "his city of Innspruck. The final measures
taken by the Duke of Bavaria to save his states from
the effects of their pernicious doctrines were, perhaps,
not unconnected with the immediate cause of this insur-
rection.

Duke William of Bavaria had confided two theological
professorships in the University of Ingolstadt to the
Jesuits, who were looked upon by the Lutherans as their
most formidable adversaries and inveterate enemies.
These chairs were filled by Salmeron and Canisius, with
a superiority of talent that was never questioned by either
their enemies or their rivals, and each day they regained
a portion of that which the hereties had wrested from the
Chureh. The holiness of their lives added still more to
their success, and attracted the hearts of all.

In the following year, 1550, Canisius was prevailed
upon to aceept the office of Rector of the University;
but, nevertheless, he still continued to lead a life of hu--
mility, and all the emoluments arising from this office
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were employed in good works. The Lutheran partisans
had insinuated into every departmeunt of education the
venom of their doctrines. Father Canisius quickly dis-
covered and extirpated the evil. He also brought about
reforms, effected many important improvements, and did
go much good, that in the University Register of Ingol-
stadt, which is still extant, will be found testimony of
the veneration and gratitude which the young rector had
merited. On the pages which bear his name he is desig-
nated the “incomparable Father Canisius.”

After Canisius had completely removed the scourge of
heresy from the town of Ingolstadt, several German
bishops solicited him to come into their dioceses, to aid,
by his learning and zeal, in reforming the people. Duke
William was succeeded by his son Albert, to whom
Canisius communicated the request that had been made
to him by the bishops, and to which the Duke refused to
accede. King Ferdinand, brother-in-law to the Duke of
Bavaria, wrote to Ignatius of Loyola, and begged him to
allow the learncd Canisius to proceed to Vienna, which
heresy threatened to invade. Ignatius replied that he
could not afford to part entirely with the learned Father,
but that he might go for a time; and, accordingly, Cani-
sius set out for the Austrian capital. This was far from
proving satisfactory to the King, who well knew that,
although heresy would be refuted and repulsed by the
learned Father, it would not be long in finding its way
back after his departure. It was, then, of the highest
importance that there should be opposed to these heretical
teachers a body of volunteers ever ready to meet them,
and vigorously to defend the faith of the Holy Catholic
Chureh. The only way in which this could be at-
tained was to establish in the capital itself a college of
the Jesuits.

Having this all-important end in view, Ferdinand, in
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the most courteous but pressing terms, urged upon Igna-
tius to spare him some members of the Order, which he-
finally did, to the number of ten. To Father Lejay was
intrusted the organization of the college. On the 6th
of August, 15562, however, this holy man was called to
receive the rewards of his arduous labors, and the many
virtues which adorned his character as a true religions.
His work in Vienna was far from completion, and the
duty of continming what he had so well begun devolved
upon Father Canisius.

For more than twenty years not a single priest had
been ordaiued, and the clergy were gradually dying away,
without being replaced ; the Catholics were living with-
out instruction or the practice of their rehglou Canisius
not only preached in the churches, but tanght in the
University, enlightening and converting many, having
ever before him the necessities of future generations.
He won the affections and the confidence of the young,
whom he encouraged and fortified, and from among them
selected fifty, whom he placed in a suitable building ad-
joining the college, where he set them to study, and to
prepare themselves to enter the service of Almighty God;
and their vocation, developing itself in this atmosphere
of learning, piety, and virtue, gave hopes of the most
beneficial future for religion. This seminary was estab-
lished on the same plan as that adopted by St. Ignatius
for the Roman College. *

Ignatius, constantly occupied in providing for the fu-
ture necessities of religion, by the education of youth,
and greatly afflicted at the dangers that threatened the
faith in Germany, where there was such a lack of priests,
and where the Jesuits were totally inadequate to the ar-

# A full account of the foundation of this college will be found in
the History of Bt. Ignatius. .
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duous duties of the mission, conceived the idea of erect-
ing a college wherein should be educated such youths of
Germany as had returned to the bosom of the Church.
This college was, in fact, to become a nursery for priests,
wherein the German clergy would be renewed, and the
Catholic faith be sustained or reéstablished in the various
states which had been demoralized by the baneful effects
of heretical teachings.

Ignatius had neither the money nor the means at his
disposal, necessary- for the erection of this college, but
Providénce, who had inspired him with the noble idea,
also furnished him with the means of carrying it out.*
On the 31st of August, 15562, Pope Julius III issued his
bull founding this important institution, and empowered
the rector to confer the degree of Doctor on all those
students who proved themselves entitled to the distinc-
tion. In the following October the college was opened,
and eighteen students were admitted, which number, a
few days afterward, had increased to thirty. When the
intelligence of the formation of this new eollege reached
the ears of the heretics, their anger knew no bounds.
‘“Had not, then, Ignatius enough with his own society ?”
exclaimed Kemnitz, one of their principal leaders. “ Was
it not sufficient that he should have us attacked by
strangers, that he must now set our own countrymen
against us ?”

VIIL

Tre Cardinal-Bishop of Paris,. John de Bellay, was
held in high estimation at the Court of Francis I; and,
at the decease of that monarch, he essayed to turn to the
best acoount the royal friendship with which he had been

# See History of the Bociety of Jesus, by M. Cretineau Joly ; also,
History of 8t. Ignatius.
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honored, and brought into play all the resources at his
disposal to win the favor and patronage of Henry II.
But he soon discovered that Cardinal de Lorraine enjoyed
the confidence and friendship of the King to such a de-
gree as to leave no hope for him to rank more than sec-
ond in the good graces of his sovereign. With this the
Cardinal could not feel satisfied; and, despairing of ever
being able to compete successfully with his rival, he de-
sired to leave the capital, and even France itself, and to
take refuge in Rome, where he obtained the consent of
the Sovereign Pontiff to resign the bishopric of Paris
in favor of one of his relations, Eustache de Bellay,
President of the Parliament.

On accepting the bishopric, Eustache, however, unhap-
pily, did not forget his feelings of resentment against the
Cardinal de Lorraine, whom he looked upon as an enemy,
simply because he was esteemed and consulted by the
King; or, rather, perhaps, for the reason that, under the
old regime, the Bishop of Paris was all-powerful, pos-
sessing great privileges, while, under Henry II, he was
simply Bishop of the First Diocese of France. This was
another illustration of the fact that the ambitious are
never satisfied. DBut, besides this, Eustache had es-
poused the cause of his predecessor and relative, and he
was not of a character to yield one iota. The Cardinal
loved and appreciated the Jesuits, and desired to see
them established in Paris, that the youth might, under
them, be instructed and modelled into true Christians; so
that heresy might find in them an impassable barrier; for
every effort was being made by the heretical teachers to
insinuate themselves into the University. The King en-
tirely concurred in the views of the Cardinal, and had
granted letters patent authorizing the establishment of
the Jesuits in the French capital; but the Parliament
was opposed to this, and refused to record them; they

8



74 HISTORY OF THE SOCIETY OF JESUS.

contented themselves with simply sending a remonstrance
upon the subject to the King. The King insisted, but
the Parliament again refused to comply, and renewed its
remonstrance, and, in addition, appealed to the Theolog-
ical Faculty, and to the Bishop of Paris.

The prelate, thus finding an excuse for openly oppos-
ing the King, Cardinal de Lorraine, and the entire conrt,
did not allow the opportunity to pass by. On the one
hand, the King and the Cardinal were in favor of the
desuits; while, on the other, Eustache de Bellay was op-
posed to them, and, consequently, took sides with the
Parliament and the University. The King, however, was
not the less firm in urging Parliament to yield; and then
it was that there arose against the Order of the Jesuits
the most violent storm of opposition that it had as yet
encountered. The theologians of the University declared
the society to be dangerous to the faith and royal
power, as well as to all religious orders. It was de-
nounced from the pulpits, and by the curates, as the
promulgator of several heresies, and as the teacher of
the most dangerous doctrines. There was issued against
it a host of pamphlets and infamous libels, which were
secretly slipped under the doors of the houses, and dis-
tributed by thousands in the streets. They even went
8o far as to circulate the same documents in the churches.
The Protestants were jubilant, and loudly applauded this

proceeding; and the theologians of the University, the -

curates, and the Bishop of Paris, siding with them, they
triumphantly laughed at the persecuted Jesuits.

The Holy See, true to its promise to be the protector
of the society, defended it at the French court; but
Eustache de Bellay, in order to gratify his self-love, did
not hesitate to place himself in opposition even to the
Sovereign Pontiff; he even prohibited the Jesuits from

’



GENERALSHIP OF ST. IGNATIUS OF LOYOLA. 7%

exercising their priestly functions throughout the extent
of his jurisdiction. The Jesuits, thus pursued and per-
secuted, crossed the Seine, there to beg shelter at the
Abbey of St. Germain-des-Prés, which was held directly
from the Holy See, and the jurisdiction of which ex-
tended over the entire Faubourg St. Germain. The abbot
received them with open arms, and gave them full au-
thority to continue their labors, from which had resulted
so much good since their arrival in Paris. Cardinal de
Lorraine, who had been sent to Rome by the King, had
just reached the Eternal City, accompanied by René
Benoit, Claude Despence, Jerome de Sauchieres, (subse-
quently elevated to the dignity of Cardinal), and Crespin
de Brichanteau, four of the most Jearned and renowned
Doctors of the Sorbonne, and all of whom had signed
the decree. The Society of Jesus was the more formi-
dable as a rival, that its members were most celebrated
for their learning and rare qualities.

Ignatius sought an interview with Cardinal de Lorraine,
to whom he clearly explained the plan and end of the so-
ciety, and begged that a conference might be held between
the four theologians who had accompanied him, and four
members -of the society. Finally this was agreed upon,
and the conference was held in the presence of the Cardi-
nal. The theologians appointed by the Jesunits were Fa-
thers Laynez, Olave, Polanco, and Frusis. Father Olave,
who was # Frenchman, and a Doctor of the Sorbonne, wag
too happy to enter the lists in such a cause, and to combat
guch opponents; victory appeared to him certain. Thq
other three had also studied and taken their degrees in
Paris. The triumph of the Jesuits in the conference wag
complete The University theologians, forced to acknowl:
edge their defeat, declared that the decree had been issued
in ignorance of the real facts. Such a declaration, written
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and signed by adversaries of such high standing, was not
only valuable at the time, but was calculated to prove of
inestimable utility for the future.

Since the suspension of the sittings of the Council of
Trent, Father Laynez had resided at the College of Padua.
He was devoting himself, with his accustomed zeal, to the
exercises of the holy ministry, and to the duties imposed
upon him by the bishops, preparatory to the next meeting
of the Council, when he was nominated Provincial of Italy,
in the place of Father Brouet.

Father Laynez, whose humility was only equalled by his
learning, could not, at first, be prevailed upon to accept’
this charge, and wrote to his beloved Superior, the Gen-
eral, begging him to make choice of one of his brothers
more worthy of the responsible office, adding: “I feel
that as yet I do not know how to obey well enough to be
able to command well.” But Ignatius insisted, and com-
manded him, under pain of disobedience, to accept the
charge which had been assigned him. There was no
choice but to submit, which he at once did.

It was not long before he complained to his Superior
that his most distinguished and gifted members were taken
from him and sent to Rome, where, he thought, they were
less needed than 1n his own province. To this complaint
the holy founder replied: ¢“The house at Rome is the
centre and very home of the society. It is from the Pon-
tifical City that nearly all our Fathers have been sent
forth to spread themselves in every part of the world; it
is, therefore, at Rome that our brightest lights must
shine.” To Laynez these motives were far from proving
satisfactory, and he rejoined, adding other remarks, in
which he endeavored to point out the necessity of retain-
ing in his province learned professors and preachers, capa-
ble of combating victoriously the enemies of the Church.
St. Ignatius, after reiterating the explanations he had
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already given, censured the persistence of Laynez, and
concluded thus: ¢ Reflect thereupon, and inform me if you
feel that you have been in fault; and if you consider your-
self guilty, tell me what penance you are disposed to un-
dergo for your fault.”

Father Laynez was one of the first disciples of Igna-
tius, his bosom friend, and one of the most energetic and
able members of the society—a shining light of the
Church ; but, for all this, he was the more humble. The
letter of his beloved General reached him at Florence.
The effect that it produced upon him, and the profit he
derived from it, will be better understood from his own
words. Here is his answer:

“FATHER:

“When the letter of your reverence reached me, I turned to
God; and, after offering up a prayer, with eyes overflowing with
tears—a rare occurrence with me—this is the decision I have come
to, and which I now confirm, with tears in my eyes: I desige that
your reverence, in whose hands I place myself, unreservedly, I
desire, I say, and I ask it for the love of Jesus, that, a8 & punish-
ment for my sins, and to subdue my unruly passions, which occa~
sioned them, you would withdraw me from the government of the
province, from preaching and study, so as to divest me of every
thing but my breviary; that you would make me beg my way to
Rome, and that there you would employ me until my death in the
lowest occupation of the house ; or, should I be unfit for that, that
you will order me to spend the remainder of my life in teaching
the elements of grammar, having no consideration for me, and
never looking upon me but as the dust of the earth. This is what
I choose, first of all, for my penance.”

Thus he wrote, and thus he condemned himself—he
who had attracted the admiration of the entire Council
of Trent; he whom the Sacred College had solicited the
Sovereign Pontiff to clothe with the Roman purple, in
order that they might be enlightened by his brilliant
talents and superior knowledge. Such were the virtues
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of the disciples of St. Ignatius; such were the examples
they left to their successors. The holy founder would
not entertain the severe self-imposed penance thus sug-
gested by his dear son. Born a lover of study, to de-
prive Laynez of his books, of his mental food, would
have been at once to do injustice to the best interests of
the Church, to detract from the honor of the society,
and to injure also the precious life of the humble and
. gifted Jesuit. In lieu of the severe penance thus sought,
Ignatius ordered him to prepare a system or compendium
of theology, and, in order to facilitate the work, he ac-
corded him two assistants, inspeectors of colleges, Fatkers
Viole and Martin Olave. ]

On the 23d of May, 1555, Cardinal Carafa, General of
the Order of Theatines, was raised to the Popedom, under.
the title of Paul IV. He had always been considered as
unfavorable to the Jesuits, and it was anticipated that he
would oppose them; and Ignatius himself was, at first,
fearful of this, but he very soon discovered that he was
mistaken. True, the General of the Theatines might
have seen with feelings of rivalry the wonderful prog-
ress and success of a society which, although so re-
cently founded, had become so celebrated and popular
throughout the entire world ; but, when elevated to the
chair of St. Peter, he only saw the great and important
services rendered to the Church by the valiant and he-
roic members of that chosen society. His first solicitude
was to secure the codperation of the talented Father
Laynez in his counsels, and he expressed a desire to
oreate him Cardinal. This fact having been intimated
to Laynez, it caused him much uneasiness, and he com-
plained to his good Father, St. Ignatius, of the honors
which wero threatened to be heaped upon him. The
holy founder wrote to console him, saying: “ The Pope
is too just to do vmlenoe to the humility of our little
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society.” But Paul IV, although eighty years of age,
was not the less inflexible in his will. It appeared to him
unaccountable that a Jesuit should refuse a dignity which
8o many others were ambitious of obtaining, and resolved
within himself to overcome an opposition to which his
predecessors had succumbed. In order to accomplish
this, and to carry his point, he thought that all that was
necessary, was to familiarize Laynez with the splendor
and pomp of the Pontifical Court ; he, accordingly, took
the necessary means to attract him thither, by ordering
him to occupy an apartment at the. Vatican, where he
desired to engage him on a special and important busi-
ness concerning the benefices of bishoprics and abbeys,
Many grave and serious abuses had crept into the ad-
ministration of this department, but Laynez was not long
in discovering them, and, after pointing out their dangerous
tendency, indicated the best means of bringing about re-
forms and ameliorations; however, he soon perceived that,
besides this occupation, the Pope and Cardinals entertained
other views regarding himself; and surrounding circum-
stances led him to believe that they had not abandoned
their original project of making him a member of the
Sacred College; he, therefore, fully comprehended the posi-
tion in which the Pope had placed him. But Paul IV?
as has heen said, possessed an inflexible will, and it might
have been imprudent to oppose him. Of this Laynez
was not ignorant, yet he felt, above all, that he was a
member of the Society of Jesus. He pondered well in
secret meditation all the circumstances by which he was
surrounded, and calculated the, consequences. He felt that
he had but one course to pursue, and he adopted it: he
fled from the Vatican, and took refuge with his Father-
General. The will of Paul IV, who could not miscon-
ptrue this sudden flight, for once yielded before the hu-
mility of this simple religious.
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IX.

ON Wednesday, in Easter Week, 1555, the town of
Saragossa, the capital of Aragon, presented a scene
which contrasted strangely with the feasts and rejoicings
of the preceding days. A procession, composed of a
numerous body of the clergy and monks, preceded by a
cross draped in black, followed by an exasperated crowd,
wended its way through the different streets of the
city, singing the CVIIIth Psalm, which was repeated by
the people, verse by verse, in loud and angry voices.
Ever and anon arose a roaring noise as of distant ar-
tillery, amidst which could scarcely be distinguished the
ery of “Mercy! mercy!” Others shouted “ Malediction !
malediction!” while the clergy and religious continued
their lugubrious and reprobating chant. What had be-
fallen that town, where but yesterday peace and joy
beamed from every countenance, and filled every Christian
soul, and where every church reéchoed with the sounds of
their triumphant and glorious Alleluias !

The fact was, that the Vicar-General had just an-
nounced that the town had been infected and profaned
with heresy, by the simple fact of the presence among
them of the Jesuits. The citizens of Saragossa were not
ignorant of the good that the members of the society had
effected throughout Spain. They had been eye-witnesses
of the marvels which the preaching of Francesco Strada
had wrought in their own town, hence they had solicited
that a house of the Order should be conceded them,
they offering to defray all the cost of its establishment;
but, while the Archbishop of Aragon shared in this wish,
there existed a law prohibiting the erection of a chapel
or monastery within a certain distance of an established
parish church or religious community. This measure had
been deemed necessary for the prevention of disputes as
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to precedence. The churches and monasteries in Sara-
gossa were so numerous, that the property proposed to
be given to the Jesuits was found to be situated within
the prescribed limits, and it was this fact that delayed
the establishment of the Jesuits in the town, while, at the
same time, the people became more anxious to possess
them.

At length, in the year 1555, & suitable dwelling, situ-
ated beyond the prescribed limits, was purchased, and, to
the inexpressible joy of the people of Saragossa, the
Jesuits were called thither by the Archbishop, and Easter
Wednesday was fixed upon for the inauguration of their
chapel. All applauded the course taken by the good
prelate, in selecting one of those days on which the
Church celebrates the greatest trinmph of Christianity.
On the preceding evening, Don Lopez Marco, Grand
Viecar, forbade Father Barma, Superior of the new house,
to inaugurate the chapel until further orders.

“ The Augustinians,” he added, “ have made complaint
that you are too near them.”

“I can not submit to such an injunction,” replied the
Superior, “as it is not supported by any reasonable mo-
tive. We are in order, and fully authorized by the Lord
Bishop, who himself made the arrangement, and ordered
us to take possession; moreover, here are our privileges.”

«T formally object to the inauguration,” replied Don
Lopez; “you can not establish yourselves here; endeavor
to remove farther.”

«“ Let us, first of all, consult the most learned canon-
ists,”” rejoined the Father. : ‘

The canonists, who were consulted on the same day,
decided that the Augustinians had no ground of com-
plaint, and that the Jesuits might continue.

«I hold to my opposition,” exclaimed Don Lopes.

“« But we can not. conform to it,” replied the Father.

9
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The Guardian of the Franciscans defended the Augus-
tinians, and supported their claims. On the following
day he presented himself to Father Barma, and mgde the
most of the prohibition of the Grand Viecar; but, per-
eeiving that he could make no impression upon the
Jesuit, he said:

“ Well, then, you will all be excommunicated !”

“We appeal to the Holy See,” said the Jesuit, with
becoming dignity; and, regardless of the threat of ex-.
communication, he proceeded with the ceremony. An
immense concourse of people thronged the chapel and
congregated around the house, ignoring the unforeseen
difficulties which had arisen since the preceding evening.
While Father Barma celebrated mass in the chapel, Don
Lopez Marco placarded about the town a printed notice,
prohibiting the people, under pain of excommunication,
from entering the.chapel of the Jesuits. The Fathers
were declared accursed, and anathema was hurled against
them. In that age of faith, the word of a dignitary of
the Church was all-powerful with the masses of the peo-
ple, and Christians did not ordinarily hesitate to prefer
death to excommunication. It was like & ¢lap of thun-
der to the people when they learned, on leaving the
ehapel, of the penalty which awaited those who should
have the temerity to enter it again, and thus, when the
procession above referred to made its appearance, they
felt bound to support the sentence which had been pro-
nounced against the Jesuit Fathers. Thus it was that
they joined their voices with those of the priests and re-
ligious, who, in their anger, called down maledictions upon
those who had brought them the blessings of heaven, but
in whom they could now only perceive men of guilt,
meriting the tortures of the Inquisition.

The more enlightened among the people, while they la-
mented the existing state of affairs, felt that, eventually,
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+ it would turn to the still greater triumph of the Jesuits.
The dignity of Don Lopez being thus wounded, he did
not stop here. Not only had Father Barma disregarded
his authority, but the threat of the Guardian of the Fran-
ciscans had had no effect, and it was necessary, at any
cost, to devise means whereby to compel him to depart.
Strange measures were resorted to. Effigies of the Jes-

‘ wits being precipitated into hell by legions of devils
were exhibited in the streets, and it was even inculeated
among the people that the town was profaned by the
presence of the Jesuits, who, it was declared, had brought
heresy into it, and that the whole of Saragossa was un-
der excommanieation, and would so remain until they
left it. These extravagant absurdities were paraded and
placarded all over the town, and were the general theme
of couversation on all sides. At length the populace,
whose feelings had been thus worked upon, became more
violent, and, proceeding to the house of the Jesuits, they
threw stones, breaking the panes of glass, and threaten-
ing the inmates with their vengeance, while a procession,
similat to the one already desoribed, parided roand the ill-
fated house, uttering cries of disapprobation, reproach, and
condemnation.

These absurd but aggravating demonstrations having,
within a fortnight, been several times reénacted, the good
Father felt it to be his duty, by quitting the place, to put
a stop to the disgraceful proceedings, which had already
ereated too much commotion and excitement to be ignored
by the court.

The Archbishop, Ferdinand of Aragon, the Pope's
Nuncio, and the Princess Jane, who was Regent in the
absence of Charles V, instituted an investigation into the
cause of these troubles, and the Ecclesiastical Tribunal de-
clated that the Augustinians were in the wrong, as well
as the Guardian of the Franciscans and the Grand Viear.
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Don Lopez, thereupon, was compelled to remove the ban
of excommunication, after which the Jesuits were invited
to return, and take possession of their house; their here-
sies were forgotten, and the people only remembered their
zeal, their charity, and the sanctity of their lives, and
the solicitations for their return were accompanied with
tears of regret for the past, and of hope for the future.
The clergy, the nobility, and magistrates proceeded, in a
body, to the gates of the city, to give them a public re-
ception, and conduct them to their house, where the Vice-
roy was in attendance to receive them, and to deliver
up the keys. Among those who rendered this public
homage to the Jesuits was Don Lopez Marco himself.
From this moment commenced the mission of the good
Fathers, which, by the grace of Almighty God, was
abundantly productive of the best results. Their virtues
goon drew around them new disciples, and neighboring
towns seeking missionaries from the society, it soon be-
came necessary to respond to their solicitations, by erect-
ing new colleges and establishing new novitiates ; in fact,
the desire of the people, throughout Spain, to secure the
services of the Jesuits, spread like a holy contagion.

X.

JOSEPH ANCHIETA, who had barely attained his twen-
tieth year, and who had just entered the Society of Jesus,
in. Brazil, was sent, by Father Nobrega, to propose terms
of peace to a savage race, known as the Tamuyas; but
these cannibals, far from listening to such a proposition,
replied to the young novice by fixing the day on which
they would devour him, which they proposed doing while
celebrating one of their horrible and revolting orgies.
On hearing this from a people whose eternal welfare he
sought to promote, he betrayed not the slightest emotion,
and a simple and benign smile illumined his counte-



GENERALSHIP OF S8T. IGNATIUS OF LOYOLA. 8

nance, as he replied, with great gentleness, but in a firm
voice: “ T have nothing to fear but from God alone, and
the hour of death has not yet arrived for me.”

He remained among the Tamuyas, from whom he could
easily have escaped, and they were struck with amazement
at the coolness and courage displayed by the young Jesuit,
in the face of the vengeance with which they threatened
him. The youthfal hero spoke to them upon the truths
of the Gospel, which he had come to preach to them, and
of the Cross of Jesus Christ, the emblem of the world’s
redemption, pointing out how they, too, might be saved by
it. At length, having gained their confidence, he was
listened to .with eager attention, and finally succeeded
not ounly in making them esteem and love him, but, far
more important still, in converting them to the Christian
faith. Another tribe, the Carriges, hearing of the won-
derful results of the labors of the missionaries, were at a
loss to comprehend the existence of so much goodness and
virtue ; but, savages as they were, they came to the con-
clusion that the religion inculcated by the Fathers must
be the true one, as nothing could resist it, and they, in
their turn, expressed a desire to become Christians. As
their request to have one of the Fathers among them
could not, at the time, be complied with, they determined
to go to the missionaries. Two hundred of them accord-
ingly set out for the nearest mission, seeking to be bap-
tized. Some Spaniards who, yielding to their passions,
lived among these savages, tendered their services to es-
cort them to a Christian settlement; but, on their way,
they were attacked by a horde of savages, who fell upon
and massacred the greater number, reserving the remain-
der for their abominable orgies. The Jesuits, being in-
formed of this circumstance, dispatched two of their mem-
bers, Fathers de Souza and Correa, who, arriving in the
midst of the savages, secured the liberation of the pris-
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oners, eonducting them in all safety to their house.
Among these prisoners was a Spaniard, whom the con.
version of the Carriges had deprived of the means of grat-
ifying his depraved inclinations and passions; and, to
revenge himeself upon the missionaries who had thus saved
his life, and compel them to retire from among s people
who yielded with so much docility to their holy teaching,
this apostate had recourse to the foulest calnmnies.

“The Fathers deceive you, and take advantage of your
ecredulity,” said he to them ; ¢ their object is not the sal-
vation of your souls, as they would lead you to believe,
but to conquer and subjugate you, and reduce you to the
eondition of slaves.” Thus worked upon, the Carriges
believed that they had been duped, and, in their maddened
fury, rushed upon the missionaries and martyred them.,

It was not long before Europe heard of the successes
and the reward of the missionaries whom she had sent
to the Brazils; and the Jesuits, whosa seal was inflamed
at the recital of these glorious victories, eagerly sought
the happiness of replacing, in this hazardous but glo-
rious mission, those of their brothers who had gone to
heaven.

Publie rumor soon brought to the eara of Calvin the
marvellous and extraordinary successes of this blessed
ministry in the Brasils, and he inwardly resolved to ex-
ercise every means in his power to disseminate his own
doctrines in all those places into whieh the Jesuits had
penetrated. Nicolas Durand de Villegagnon, an apostate
Knight of Malta, for this purpose offered to set out for
the Brazils with a little colony of heretics, Calvin read-
ily accepted the proposition, and hastened to expedite
their departure, and, toward the end of November, 1555,
they made the coast of the Portuguese possessions in the
new world. Two Protestants had anticipated Calvin's
scheme, and were already settled in the Brazils, when the



GENERALSHIP OF ST. IGNATIUS OF LOYOLA. 87

expedition arrived ; but neither of them had as yet been
able to make a single convert. Differing from each other
upon certain points of doctrine, each tried to convince the
other of his error, and these discussions occupying their
time day after day, they made no progress in the conver-
sion of others. Villegagnon’s first effort, on arriving, was
to reconcile the two disputants; but he soon discovered
that both equally differed with him in their views, and
that there was no hope of their ever agreeing. The dif-
ference of opinion thus existing among the three men who
appeared in the quality of leaders of the new religion, was
far from tending to make it popular. While thus en-
gaged in discussing their different points of belief and
interpretations of Holy Scripture, the Jesuits, who were
ever united, labored with an earnestness, a zeal, and a
unanimity, that almost trebled their forces. They built
new residences, erected churches, increased the number
of their hospitals, schools, and religious houses. The
newly Christianized colonies increased each day, while
the miracles of Father Anchicta, frequently corroborating
the doctrines they inculcated, left little for the Calvinists
to hope for from their own preaching. The very knight
who had been sent to frustrate their works was struck
with admiration of their wonderful progress and success,
and the question suggested itself to him, how it was pos-
sible that he should have denied and persecuted a religion
which could produce such men; at length, being unable
longer to resist his remorse of conscience, he cast himself
at the feet of one of the Jesuits, and returned to the
bosom of the Church.

The Society of Jesus spread not only throughout Eu-
rope, Asia, and America, but penetrated into the wilds of
Africa, where, as in every other place, it numbered heroes
and martyrs in its ranks.

As early as the year 1546, the Emperor Claudius, of
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Abyssinia, who was called Priest John,* had applied to
the King of Portugal for Catholic priests. The Chris-
tianity of the ancient Abyssinians had disappeared in a
mixture of the errors of Eutyches and Dioscorus. Besides
these sectaries, the population comprised a great number
of Pagans, Jews, and Mussulmans. The Emperor had re-
mained true to the Catholic religion, and, obedient to the
advice of his father, the Emperor David, refused to recog-
nize the schismatic bishop, who had been sent to the
Christians by the Patriarch of Alexandria.

The King of Portugal had urged Ignatius of Loyola
to make choice of a patriarch and priests from the society,
to send to the Emperor Claudius, and the holy founder,
perceiving nothing but perils, humiliations, and poverty in

_the dignity of Catholic Patriarch in an Infidel country,
willingly yielded to the expressed desires of John IIIX
and the command of the Sovereign Pontiff. Father Nun-
hez, with the title of Patriarch, and Andrew Oviedo and
Melchior Carnero, as Coadjutor Bishops, left Rome in the
month of March, 1555, accompanied by ten other Fathers,
to assist them in this perilous and difficult mission. On
their way they stopped at Goa, where they instructed
Gonzales Rodriguez to proceed to Ethiopia, and report
upon the condition of affairs there.

Pending these negotiations, and during their journey,
the schismatics had succeeded in persuading the Emperor
that the Jesuits were but the precursors of a European in-
vasion, and that Abyssinia would be conquered by them, and
its sovereign reduced to a mere tributary of the northern
conqueror. When Father Rodriguez arrived, he was pre-
sented to the Emperor, who confronted him with some
of the learned schismatics, and, after listening to his

#In the Ethiopian language, “ Priest John * signifies *“ Great and
Precious,”
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arguments, dismissed him with a letter to the King of
Portugal. Claudius no longer desired the services of
these Catholic priests, whom, before, he was so anxious
to have, and whom he had brought so great a distance
from their homes. Rodrigues, therefore, set out on his
return for Goa, where we shall leave him for the present.

XI.

To the great dismay and chagrin of the Lutherans, the
Jesuits continued to make rapid progress in Germany.
The disasters and ravages of war were sauceeeded by a
plague, which carried great devastation throughout the
city of Vienna. As ever, the Jesuits were at their post,
and devoted themselves with a seal and self-abnegation
hitherte unparalleled in that country, and their tender
charity and incomparable devotedness to the cause of re-
ligion tended as much to the good of the Chureh, as had
their courageous contests with the heretics. The preach-
ing of true evangelical charity is irresistible. The Lu-
theran ministers possessed it mot, hence they could not
compete with the followers of Ignatius in this sphere of
suffering and danger. They fled precipitately, abandon-
ing those whom they had misled, leaving them to be cared
for by their reputed enemies.

By this time the full value and importance of the
Jesuits was duly appreciated throughout Germany, where
their learning, their eloquence, and their gentle and
heroic virtues had won for them the admiration of all.
It was then sought to form houses of the Order through-
out the country, and urgent applications poured in from
all sides. At the request of the bishops, Father Canisius
went from one diocese to another, preaching, hearing con-
fessions, extending aid and oonsolation to all, thereby
adding daily to the brilliancy of his reputation. On the
death of the Bishop of Vienna, the King of the Romans
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begged Ignatius to allow Canisius to fill that important
See; but upon this point Ignatius was inflexible, and gave
his positive refusal. The King did not urge the matter
further; but the condition of the diocese still needed
much the wise and judicious counsels and direction of
sach a mind as that of Canisius, and Ferdinand conjured
Ignatius to permit him to remain in the diocese for a
short time, as Administrator. To this the holy founder
consented, and directed Canisius to accept the position,
but, at the same time, never to appropriate any of the
rich revenue attached to it. Canisius well knew the
wants and necessities of the diocese, and being aware of
the means he could employ to njeet these, sud remedy
existing evils, he applied himself vigorously to the task,
and accomplished wonders. In the mean time the Vaivode
of Transylvania sought the services of the Jesuits for his
states, and the Archbishop of Gray and the Bishop of
Breslau made similar gsolicitations—the former for Hun-
gary, and thae latter for Silesis; the Poles, likewise, asked
for missionaries. From the very commencement of the
year 1656, Germany became a province of the society,
with Father Canisius as Provincial.

Corsioca, having fallen into a state of semi-barbarism
by the extreme ignorance and depravity of its inhabit-
ants, was a gontinual source of snxiety to the Grencese
Bepublio, to whose yoke it reJuctantly submitted. There
appeared to the republic but one means by which this
untractable people could be brought into subjection, and
that was to send among them the Jesuits. Accordingly,
Ignatius was applied to by the Genoese government, upon
which Fathers Sylvester Landini and Emmanus] de Monte-
Mayor were selected by him, and at once progeeded to
the fie]ld of their labors, with the title of Visitors Apos-
tolic. They scoured the forests, visited the villages,
went into the mountains, and penstrated into the most
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out-of-the-way places, wherever they wera likely to find
& simner to be converted, a soul to be saved, or the igno-
rant to imstruot. By this meauns, combined with persever-
ance, patience snd oharity, they aucceeded in entirely
reforming those half-aavage natures, In fine, Corsica re-
turned to God, reéntered the bosom of the Church, and
was once more divilized, and 3ll this was the work of the
followers of Ignatius, whose gentleness and humility
nothing could resist.

While these two apostles, by the most mild and geutle
means, succeeded in subduing a people the most rebel-
lious, Father Franeis Borgia, by a simple word, over-
came the self-will and stubbornness of a prince who pos-
sessed the reputation of never yielding. Charles V had
given to his som, Philip II, the Kingdom of Naples and
the Duchy of Milan; and the pew monarch was sol-
emply acknowledged on the 25th of July, 1554, when he
was about contracting an alliance with Mary of England.
On the oceasion of his elevation to the throne, and his
marriage with the English princess, he desired to see the
Roman purple conferred upon his relative, the Duke of
Gandia, who had entered the Order of Jesus, as the hum-
ble Father Francis. Tbe Pope was willing, but not so
Francis Borgia, who dared refuse to Philip IT what
he had denied to Charles V. JInflexible in his will, the
King of Naples commanded him to obey, to which the
Jesuit simply replied: “I am but a poor sinner, but. I
can not obey your Majesty in this.” Thus, by the hu-
mility of the holy Jesuit, Philip, like Charles V, was de-
feated. The result was, that the holy founder once more
saw his society preserved from that which he regarded
and called a scourge. At this time the general health of
Ignating of Loyola was visibly declining. There were
three things he had desired to see accomplished before
he died, namely: the sanction of the society by the Pope,
the book of Spiritual Exercises approved by the same
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authority, and the constitutions known and enforced
wherever a member of the society was found. These
three he had seen accomplished. Almighty God had
even granted more than this holy man had ever hoped to
accomplish, for he saw his society spread all over the
known world. Although in existence barely sixteen
years, it already numbered more than a thousand mem-
bers, possessed a hundred houses or colleges, and com-
prised twelve provinces, including the Brazils.

Ignatius had the happiness of living to see the Roman
College in such a prosperous condition that, at the end
of 1555, the first hundred pupils, most of whom were
employed in the society, had spread themselves over the
world, to labor for the glory of God, while they were
replaced at college by two hundred others. In the fol-
lowing year, Paul IV accorded to this institution all the
privileges enjoyed by universities. It was the desire of
the holy founder that the colleges of his Order should
follow the same system as that employed in the Univer-
sity of Paris, and it was on this account that he always
selected professors educated there.

The German College was equally prosperous, and was
the hope of Germany. The cardinals and bishops, ad-
miring the organization of this seminary, and the perfeot
administration of its affairs, decided, in the Council of
Trent, that it should serve as a model in the formation of
the diocesan seminaries.

Ignatius now felt his end approaching, but, preserving
all the vigor of his mind, he still employed his time in
the business appertaining to the government of the Order,
not one of his religious believing that his end was so
near. On the 30th July, 1556, while still on his bed of suf-
fering, he was earnestly laboring for the good of his society,
assisted by Father Polanco, his secretary. At five o’clock
on the following morning, while pronouncing the holy name
of Jesus, he quietly expired, at the age of sixty-five.
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Generalship of Lather James Fagnes, '
SECOND GENERAL.

15656—1565.

L

CHARLES V had just abdicated and retired to the
Monastery of Yuste, in Estremadura, leaving the imperial
throne to his brother Ferdinand, and the crown of Spain
to his son Philip, who already occupied the throne of
Naples and the dukedom of Milan. At the time the
holy founder of the society went to receive the reward
of his holy and laborious life, Philip was at open war
with Pope Paul IV. It was naturally to be feared that
this existing state of hostility would lead to a difficulty
.in the speedy election of a successor of the deceased
General. :

The month of April, 1667, was fixed upon for the
election, for which purpose the members were convened ;
but it soon became known that the King of Spain had
not only prohibited the Spanish Jesuits from going
to Rome to take part in the election, but that he had
actually forbidden them to pass beyond the fromtier of
his kingdom. This was equivalent to an indefinite post-
ponement of the General Assembly. The question arose
with the Fathers in Rome, whether, in order to obviate
the delay in the election of a new General, it would not
be advisable to convene in Spain; but the Pope and the
Sacred College loudly protested against such a step, it
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having already been suggested to the Sovereign Pontiff,
by the opponents of the society, that they sought to es-
tablish their mother house in Spain, and thus be with-
drawn from the authority of the Holy See. The Pope,
therefore, ordered that the Jesuits should not leave Rome
without his permission, and, moreover, required that their
rules should be submitted to him: hitherto, those rules
which were observed throughout the entire Order were
not legally binding. It had been the desire of Ignatius
that they should be in foroe in the society for a time, so
that, afterward, such modifications as might be deemed
necessary might be made in them. For this purpose, he
had provided that the rales and constitutions should be
submitted to the second General Assembly for final approval
and adoption, and it was this assembly which was to elect
a new General. They could not meet in Rome until the
conclusion of a treaty of peace between the Holy See
and the King of 8pain. The Congregation, or General
Couneil, commenced its sittings on the 19th June, 1558,
and, on the 22d July following, Father Laynez, who, since
the death of Ignatius, had acted as Vicar-General of the
Order, was duly elected General.

In his retirement, Charles V regretted the step he
bad taken in allowing the Duke of Gandia to embrace a
religious life. He felt that it would be a consolation to
have him near himself, and frequently expressed a desire
to send for him, thinking that, if he could but see him
privately, he might prevail upon him to leave the society,
and to retire to the Monastery of Yuste. Eventually he
wrote, begging him to come and see him. Francis Borgia
acceded to this request, and spent three days with the
monarch, who overwhelmed him with marks of affection;
bat Francis Borgia evinced so strong an attachment for
the Society of Jesus, that the Emperor no longer urged
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him to make the sacrifices he had suggested.* Francis
was both beloved and respected at the Court of Portugal.
King John III had just breathed his last, and Charles V
begged the former Duke of Gandia to visit Queen Catha-
tine, and offer her spiritual consolation in her severe afflio-
tion. Francis Borgia delayed not a moment in complying
with this request, and hastened to the Queen, who was the
sister of Charles V. This mission fulfilled, he next visited
the various houses of the society, which were even more
prosperous in Portugal than elsewhere. But he was sud-
denly called back to Spain. Charles V was at the point
of death, and having appointed Francis Borgia his exee-
utor, he desired to see him, bid him a last farewell, and
receive at his hands, in his last moments, consolation and
his final blessing. The holy Jesuit proceeded, in all haste,
to perform this last dity to the Emperor, and to prepare
him finally for his entrance into eternity. After his de-
eease, he delivered his funeral oration in the presente of
the whole court.

The enemies of the society beheld no longer in Franecis
Borgia the former Duke of Gandia; he was only the hum-
ble Jesuit, and they looked upon all the marks of honor
and respect which he had reeeived from the sovereign,
whose intimate friend he had remained to the last, but as
honors paid to the entire Order. On the other hand, the
envy of the enemies of the society had been excited by
its successes in other respects. Thus, in the single year
of 1558, thirty-four doctors of the University of Aleala,
among whom were the most celebrated, had renounced
the honors and riches of the world, in order to embrace a
life of humility and poverty in the Society of Jesus.

#Bee History of 8t. Francis Borgia, which contains an interesting
scoount of the interview between the holy Jesuit and the Emperor
in the Monastery of Yupb.
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A short time after this, the Queen of Portugal and her
brother-in-law, Cardinal Don Henrique, urged Father Lay-
nez to allow Father Louis Gonzales da Camara to pro-
ceed to the court for the purpose of superintending the
education of the young King, Don Sebastian. Knowing
the character and disposition of the Prince, and foresee-
ing the difficulties of the position, Father da Camara
declined to go to the court, but the Father-General, Fran-
cis Borgia, and all the Provincials, came to the conclusion
that the society could not, without ingratitude, refuse
such a service to the son of John III, and the nephew
of Charles V. Father da Camara thereupon obeyed.

Success is a fault which the envious forgive with re-
luctance. It was now all-important to make the society
atone for the celebrity it had attained by the learning and
sublime virtues of its members. As not a single acounsa-
tion could, in truth, be brought against it, its enemies
had recourse to calumny, and, in order the more effectu-
ally to attain their wicked ends, they allied themselves to
the heretics.

Some sectarians had succeeded in secretly entering
Spain, and there publishing their books and pernicious
doctrines, had already misled many independent minds;
but the Jesuits, having been advised of the fact, imme-
diately made their appearance, and soon succeeded in
repelling the enemy. A report was spread in Seville
and Valladolid that the heretical books had been intro-
duced by the Jesuits, and that they merely affected great
seal in favor of the Roman faith, in order to remove
from themselves all suspicion of the heresy of which they
were the propagators. It was not the first time that
such reports had been spread, and, absurd as they were,
they were received with the same credulity as before, and
the calumniators did not hesitate to point out Francis
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Borgia as the head of these disseminators of heresy, as-
serting that it was only out of respect for the crowned
heads with whom he was related, that he was not oon-
demned to the stake.

Previous to joining the society, Francis Borgis had
written two religious books, which, until this time, during
twelve years, had been read with edifying effect : even the
Inquisition itself had nought to say against them; but, all
at once, they discover that they are very objectionable,
and, for the first time, find out that they contain mon-
strous errors! What could be the reason? Why had not
these books been condemned before? ¢It is,” said they,
“because the Jesuits have taken possession of the Tri-
bunal of the Inquisition; they hold their court and con-
duct their proceedings in secret, and this is the reason
the Archbishop of Seville, who is, at the same time,
Judge of the Inquisition, has just decreed that the doc-
trine of the Society of Jesus is that of the Catholie
Church, and that all that has been said against this in-
stitution is pure calumny.”

This supposition was a most happy one for the enemies
of the society, who every-where spread the report that the
Jesuits were members of the Inquisition. The Jesuits
treated this report with silent contempt. The works of
Francis Borgia were submitted to the Inquisition, and
condemned. The pious author felt some surprise that
the Tribunal had delayed his condemnation so long;
the books were produced and the errors they contained
pointed out to him, and he at once discovered that the
books had been most wickedly interpolated, altered, and
falsified, before their condemnation by the Inquisition.
The unscrupulous enemies of the society were in nowise
disconcerted. It was then well known that the Jesuits
were neither Inquisitors nor heretics; it now becomes the

10
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aim of their enemies to- make them out woomphshed con-
spirators. .

Duriag his sojourn in the Netherlands, Philip II had
conﬁded the regency to the Infanta, whose custom it was
to consult. Francis Borgia, and to be guided by his coun-
sels. This appeared to afford good material to work upon,
and, accordingly, Father Francis was forthwith denounced
to Philip II, as having abused the confidence reposed in
him by the Infanta, to the profit of the enemies of Spain,
with whom he had secret communication through the me-
dium of the society to which he belonged. This new
calumny was treated by Father Francis with the contempt
it deserved, and, in compliance with an order from the
Sovereign Pontiff and Father-General, he prepared for a
_Jjourney to Rome; but, just as he was about to set out, he
was detained by the Prince of Eboly and the Duke of
Feria, who were his intimate friends.

“What are you about to do, Reverend Father?" said
the Prince. “ The King looks to you for a justification of
your acts, and you leave Spain without assuring him of
your fidelity.”

“ The King knows well that I am not guilty,” replied
the Father. ¢ Why should I seek to defend myself against
an imaginary crime?”

“ The King, indeed, is fully aware that the accusations
against you are nothing but foul calumnies, but, for the
sake of appearances, he desires that you should exculpate
yourself.”

“The interest of the society is at stake,” added the
Duke of Feria; “for it can not but suffer from the dis-
plensnre which the ng would feel himself obliged to
sssume.’

“There. is not.hmg that I will not do,” replied the holy
Jesuit, “for the society; and, to secure its peaceful prog-

_ress, I will forthwith write to the King."”
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Accordingly, he did so; but, being anxious to obey the
orders of the Pope and the Father-General, he quitted
without the formal consent of the King, contenting him.
self with merely announcing lis immediate departure.
Philip, thereupon, displayed much dissatisfaction, and the
sudden departure was represented to him as a flight.
Then matters grew worse at the court, and the enemies
of the society, taking advantage of the circumstances,
used every means in their power to make the King be-
lieve that the Jesuits sacrificed the best interests of Spain
to those of France. The monarch gave ear to these cal-
umnies, which he fully credited, and openly reproached
the society. On the other hand, the society was censured
by France for their too close attachment for Spain to the
detriment of France.

On the 19th of August, 1559, Paul IV breathed his
last. So soon as the usual conclave was convened, the
intrigues of the various powers were brought into play,
and the consequence was that nothing was decided upon,
and all, for a long time, remained in a state of uncer-
tainty. The Catholic world awaited the result with impa-
tience and anxiety; the minds of all were agitated and
alarmed at a prolongation of the sittings, to which, it ap.
peared, there was to be no end. In this state of affairs
Cardinal Otho Truschez, Bishop of Augsburg, proposed
to consult the General of the Jesuits, and accordingly
sent for him. When the learned and pious Laynes made
his appearance, the cardinals, who remembered him in the
Council of Trent, were all struck with the same ides, that
of making the humble Jesuit the choice of the conelave.
The idea met the approbation of all, and was about being
acted upon, when, all at once, it occurred to them that a
eustom, from which they could not depart without expos-
ing themselves to serious difficulties, required them to
elact the successor.of the deceased Pontiff from among
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the members of the Sacred College. Upon this, all the
votes that were to have been cast for the General of the
Jesuits were given in favor of Cardinal Medici, who was
duly elected, and took the name of Pius IV.

II.

THE three first years of the Generalship of Layunes
were about to expire. Paul IV had expressed a wish that
the election of a General should be triennial; and, although
such a clause had not been incorporated in the constitution
of the society, Laynez, being aware of the fact, felt it to
be hig daty to intimate to the newly-elected Pope, and to
the society, his intention of resigning his charge. By this
proceeding he showed entire submission to the Pope, and
again brought forward this important question for final
solution. Pius IV would not listen to the proposed
resignation of Laynegz, and the assistant Provincials took
the same view; but Laynes, desiring that the question
should be settled for the future, ordered all the professed
members of the society, in virtue of holy obedience, to
send in their opinions, in writing, upon this important
point, and added that he had appointed a commission to
receive and collect these opinions, he himself only desir-
ing to know the conclusion arrived at. Without a single
exeeption, all desired that the General should continue to
hold his office for life. Father Bobadilla, who was at the
time at Ragusa, addressed his answer to Laynez person-
ally, and the peculiarity of this document warrants its
quotation here.

“As for the Generalship,” wrote he, “my opinion is,
that, according to the requirements of the.constitution, it
should be for life. I would desire that it might be so
lasting in your hands that you might hold it for another
hundred years; and, if after your death it were permitted
to you to rise again, my opinion is that it should be re-
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stored to you, and that you should hold it until the Day
of Judgmeut. Aund I implore you, by your love of Jesus
Christ, to retain, with peace and gladness, the charge which
has been imposed upon you. These sentiments, whioch
are deeply engraven on my heart, I here subscribe with
my own hand, ad perpetuam ret memoriam.”

The Sovereign Pontiff had decided that the General
should hold his office for life, and in this view the society
unanimously coincided. Father Laynez was, therefore,
compelled to retain his position. The Holy Father not
only tenderly loved the society, but regarded it as a great
glory to the Church, and on all occasions evinced for it
the most paternal solicitude, ever aiding it by his power-
~ ful protection.

The houses and colleges of the society went on increas-
ing without intermission, and there arose frequent disputes
with other religious orders in regard to the distance thas
should separate the foundation of one Order from that of
another. The distance that had been legally fixed upon
was one hundred and forty canes (cannes).* Pope Pius
IV made an exception to this regulation in favor of the
Jesuits, and, by a Bull, bearing date April 13, 1561,
authorized them to establish houses and extend the so-
ciety, guaranteeing them from a repetition of the perse-
cutions to which they had been subjected, on this score,
at Saragossa.

It was a common occurrence for the universities to re-
fuse to confer the degree of Doctor upon candidates who -
had made their studies under the Jesuits. The society
taught gratuitously, while the universities placed so high
a price on the conferring of degrees, as frequently to pre-
clude the possibility of many of the students meeting the
heavy demand. Moreover, in several cities they required

8/Phe canne measures about one metre and seventy centimetres.
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them to take an oath which was repugnant to their con-
science. Laynesz, therefore, implored the Pope to free the
society from this entire dependence upon the universities,
and, by a Bull, dated August 19, 1561, Pius IV granted
the privilege, in perpetuity, to the General of the society,
either personally or by delegation, to confer on the mem-
bers of the Order and the students of their colleges the
degrees of Bachelor of Arts, Licenciate, Master of Arts,
and Doctor; but, at the same time, it was provided that
the rich should pay to the universities the usual tax fixed
for the various grades. This Bull, the necessity for which
was beyond all dispute, tended, as a matter of course, to
exasperate the universities, and to increase and perpetuate
their Teelings of animosity toward the Jesuits.

In the mean time, the society was making rapid strides
in France.. Upon the death of Heary II, the disciples of
Calvin seemed to revive, and exerted themselves with
more than ordinary vigor. They had succeeded in insin-
uating themselves into most of the public bodies through-
out the country, and had even obtained a footing among
some of the religious orders. They had made proselytes
in numbers, and every-where they had caused the most
deplorable ravages. In the midst of this calamity, “the
idea suggested itself to several bishops that the best and
only remedy for the deplorable state of things was to se-
cure the services of the Jesuits in their respective dioceses,
and Robert de Pellevé, Bishop of Pamiers, was commis-
- sioned to solicit their assistance. He accordingly wrote
to Father Laynez, setting forth the deplorable condition
of things in the south of France, and imploring him to
send to their aid some members of the society; and he
urged particularly that Father Edmond Auger might be
of the number, for he felt assured that, from his many
attractive qualities, he was more likely to meet with suc-
eeis. .The Calvinists, on learning that the Jesuits were
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sxpected, offered publie indignity to the prelates who had
invited them. In order to avoid these attacks, the Bishop
‘withdrew from Pamiers, and when, in the month of Qc-
tober, 1559, the Fathers arrived, they found thewselves
in a strange city, without a shelter, devoid of resources,
and without protection. There were three Fathers who
came on _this arduous mission—Pelletier, Emond Auger,
and John Roger—who, notwithstanding their lonely con-
dition, were no more disconcerted by it than they were
with the open insults and jeers with which they were as-
sailed by the sectarians, whose favorite epithet applied to
them was Papist. To this the Jesuits simply but firmly
replied, that devotion and attachment to the Holy See was
their glory, adding that they were prepared to sustain
and defend its rights, and that this was part of their
mission. This declaration excited public curiosity. The
Fathers preached, carrying conviction home to all who
heard them. The Catholics renounced the heretical errors,
and once more the faith was revived and fortified in the
city of Pamiers. In compliance with the desire of the
Bishop, a college of the society was founded in the city,
and was soon filled with students, who-flocked in numbers
from all parts. Finally, through the untiring exertions
and zeal of these holy men, the entire district was saved
from the fatal errors with which it had been menaced.
The next field of labor was Toulouse, whither Father
Pelletier proceeded alone. He preached during Lent, and
was 80 éntirely successful in his efforts against heresy,
that its ministers abandoned the place. At the same time,
Cardinal de Tournon summoned Father Emond to Dau-
phiny, where his labors resulted in the entire expul-
sion of the heretical teachers from that place. In fact, it
is fully borne out by history. that wherever the Jesuits
preached they succeeded in bringing back the Calvinista
to the bosom of the Church ; their books were destroyed
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and their preachers compelled to flee. But, as yet the
number of ‘the disciples of St. Ignatius in France was
limited. '

In Paris, the Protestants, feeling themselves sustained
by the Prince of Condé, several members of Parliament,
and the partisane of the universities, had become exact-
ing, and sought to enter into negotiation with the court
as on an equal footing. They wished to have entire
freedom in the propagation of their doctrines, and con-
trol of their clergy. They also demanded houses of wor-
ship, and it was well known that, in case of necessity,
they would have recourse to arms to enforce that which
might be refused to them. They had already seen
princes obliged to use them as political instruments.
Francis I had employed them against Charles V, who,
in his turn, used them against the Popes; they, there-
fore, were fully aware of their power. The court sought
to come to an understanding with them, but was far from
being willing to yield to their exacting demands. They
had already held conferences in Germany, and they asked
to hold similar meetings in France, as a means whereby
their public speakers could address themselves directly to
persons of the highest distinction, as well as to the most
learned divines; and by this means they hoped to win
some of them over. They succeeded in obtaining this
concession, and the conference was appointed to take
place at Poissy, on the 31st of July, 1561.

The Pope, who beheld with regret and pain these meet-
ings, which were always without result, and desiring that
all should await the final and sovereign decision of the
Council of Trent, commanded the General of the Society
of Jesus to repair to the synod, and to use his best efforts
to bring its labors to a speedy close. He thought, also,
that his presence in Paris might hasten the admission of
the Jesuits into that diocese.
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Laynez, prior to his departure, confided the charge of
Vicar-General to Francis Borgia, who had then just ar-
rived in Rome, and possessed the full confidence of the
Roman court, and particularly that of Cardinal Charles
Borromeo, the Pope’s-nephew. This affair settled, the
Father-General quitted Rome, accompanied by Father
Polanco, and by Cardinal Hyppolito d’Este, who was
likewise going to take part in the conference at Poissy.

III.

THE contest continued between the court and the Jes-
uits, on the one hand, and the Bishop of Paris, the
University, and the Parliament on the other, without lead-
ing to any result. The court renewed its application to
Parliament for the judicial approval of the letters patent
granted by the King to the Jesuits, while the only action
taken by the Parliament was a reiteration of its remon-
strance ; thus the question remained undecided, not hav-
ing advanced one step. After the death of Henry II,
Father Ponce Cogordan urged Catharine of Medicis to
show a bold front against the incursions of heresy, by at
once compelling the Parliament to acknowledge and re-
ceive the Jesuits. The Queen was fully aware of the
delicacy and perils of the position in which she was
placed. She promised her authority and protection, for
she could not help seeing the indifference of the majority
of the clergy, in the face of the continual and daily in-
creasing progress of Calvinism.

On the 12th of February, 15660, new orders were given
to Parliament to record the letters patent granted by
Henry II, which had been deposited in the archives eight
years before; but the Parliament was as intractable as ever.
On the 25th of April following, Francis IT issued new let-
ters patent, with orders for their immediate enroliment,
“ notwithstanding the remonstrances of the Assembly an

11 :
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of the Bishop of Paris.” Parliament replied that these
letters, and the statutes of the students of the Jesuits,
ghould be communicated to the Bishop of Paris, and
Eustache de Bellay submitted them to the four faculties
of the University. Thus was displayed a determiuation,
on one side and the other, not to submit even to the
authority of royalty. The four faculties came to the
eonclusion that the Jesuits were inadmissible, on the
ground that that Order ‘“had excessive privileges ac-
corded them to preach, and yet no particular practices
by which they could be distinguished from the laity, or
common people, and that they had not the approval of
any council, either general or provincial.” These reasons
were very trifling. The Jesuits soon removed the ob-
_stacle by addressing a petition to the King, in which they
set forth that they would use their privileges only in se
far as they were in eonformity to the laws of the country
and to the Church in France; and they declared their
willingness to renounce all others. KEustache de Bellay
had no further objection, and was- about to yield, when
the idea suggested itself of exacting from them a condi-
tion that they would cease to bear the name of Jesuits,
or to apply to their society the name of Jesus; and that,
moreover, they should not be considered as a religious
order in the diocese of Paris, but be designated simply
as members of a society. The Parliament, coinciding in
these views, would yield to the King’s desire only on these
conditions. - )

After the death of Franois II, Charles IX being a minor,
the Queen mother was appointed Regent. Father Co-
gordan renewed his entreaties both to her and to her
council. The new King then applied to Parliament to
have them recognize the Jesuits at once, or to make known
the reasons of their refusal within a fortnight, The
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Parliament, unable longer to defer action in the matter,
summoned Cogordan to appear before it.

“Tell us,” said the President to Father Cogordan,
“gtrange men that you are, what means of existence
have you to depend upon, in these calamitous times,
when the charity of many has grown cold?”

“The charity of several, doubtless, has cooled,” an-
swered the Jesuit, “but not that of all. Our Lord will
never refuse the necessaries of life to the indigent who
serve Him piously and uprightly, no matter whether they
be poor from necessity or from choice.”

The President then read the decree of the Sorbonne,
stopping at the couclusion of each sentence to ask the
Father what reply he had to make. Father Cogordan ad-
dressed the assembly, with so much eloquence, and so clearly
and energetically exposed the plans and projects of the Cal-
vinists, in this affair, as well as the machinations and col-
lasions existing between them and the University for the
purpose of attaining their ends, that several of the mem-
bers declared the decree to be ‘futile and erroneous.”
It was decided that the matter should be referred to the
States General, or to the next National Council. In the
interim, the nobility of Auvergne entreated that the Jes-
uits might be admitted into all the towns of the province,
saying, “ Unless the King wishes the whole of Auvergne
to fall into heresy, it is necessary that the Society of
Jesus should be admitted into France.”

Meanwhile, the National Council was opened at Poissy
on the day fixed upon, and held its first sitting in the
refectory of the Royal Monastery of the Dominicans.
Cardinal de Tournon presided, and there were present
the Queen Regent, the King, and the entire court, while
Cardinals d’Armagnac, de Bourben, de Lorraine, de Chat-
tillon, and de Guise, forty Archbishops and Bishops,
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and a great many Doctors, took part in the proceedings.
The most celebrated Calvinist ministers were also col-
lected there by their partisans, at the head of whom were
the King of Navarre and the Prince of Condé.

Father Laynez had been in the synod but a few days,
when, on the 26th of September, he was much shocked and
grieved by the fearful blasphemies which had fallen from
the lips of one Peter Martyr, an apostate monk. In the
presence of the Queen and young King, the good Father
delivered a scathing and vehement discourse upon the
dangers of such assemblies, and addressed himself in a
forcible manner to the Queen, who, yielding to the solicit-
ations of the heretics, had sanctioned them. He pointed
out to her, and expatiated upon, the indecency and danger
of this sort of discussions, more particularly at a time
when the Council of Trent, which had been convoked by
the Sovereign Pontiff, was about definitely to settle all the
questions in dispute. He addressed the apostate monk as
Brother Martyr, and by his pungent remarks caused s
blush to suffuse his countenance. He then dwelt upon the
impropriety of permitting any but theologians to be pres-
ent at these meetings. ‘There would be this additional
advantage,” said he, ¢ that your Majesty and these right
honorable nobles would be spared the tediousness of such
protracted and intricate discussions.” This was in plain
language, intimating that neither the presence of Catha-
rine de Medicis nor that of the youthful King were desir-
able in such an assembly. The Queen, unaccustomed
to be addressed thus plainly and openly, could not conceal
her displeasure, which was unmistakably indicated in her
manner, and by the expression of her countenance, and, in
spite of her effort to conceal her feelings, she was seen to
shed tears. But this did not, in the least, affect the Jesuit
Father. On the following day, the Prince de Condé, who
was much attached to the Father General, said to him:
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“Father, are you aware that the Queen is much dis-
pleased with you, and that you have caused her to weep ?"

“I know Catharine de Medicis too well,” replied Father
Laynez, smiling. She is a great dissembler; but, fear
not; she can not deceive me.”

The Queen, the King, and the nobles of the court ap-
peared no more at the discussions.

The result of the conferences was the adoption of &
Rule of Faith on the doctrine of the Holy Eucharist, to
which the Protestants had agreed to subscribe as well as
the Catholics; but, when the time came, they refused to
sign it, and the Synod was dissolved on the 14th of Oc-
tober.

A few days before, on the 30th September, Calvin, who
had been fully informed of all that had taken place in
the assembly, thus wrote to one of his coreligionists:
«“ Use your best endeavors to rid the country of these
gealous scoundrels, who not only induce the people, by
their speeches, to rise against us, but blacken our char-
acters, impugn our motives, and represent our creed as
visionary. Such monsters should be dealt with as was
done here in the execution of Michael Servetus, the
Spaniard.” It was well known that the latter was burned
alive by the order of Calvin. Such was the speedy method
which he suggested to “rid the country of these mon-
sters,” who, by their apostolical zeal, impeded the prog-
ress of his pernicious doctrines. Such henceforth was the
toleration of those who had never ceased to accuse the
Catholics of intolerance. Calvin ought to have known
that if he burned one Jesuit ten more would have im-
mediately come forward to seek the like honor.

Father Laynez prolonged his stay in Paris, in order, by
his preaching and by the influence he had acquired at the
court, to fight against the errors of Calvinism. The here-
tics asked for places of worship, but the council of the
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Queen refused to comply with the request. Laynes ad-
dressed a memorial to the Queen upon this subject, and
pointed out to her so forcibly the danger to the Church
and state that such a concession would entail, that, appre-
ciating his arguments, she refused to sanction the erec-
tion of Protestant places of worship. The refusal led
to the conspiracy of Amboise. The heretics, fully aware
of their power, did not hesitate to throw off the mask,
and to have recourse to arms against the royal author-
ity ; and, as they had succeeded in their revolt in Ger-
many, 80, in like manner, did they accomplish their ends
in France, which was weak enough to yield to their de-
mands in order to induce them to lay down their arms.
But it was not long before she repented of the step.
The Prince of Condé had foreseen this result. In his ap-
prehensiouns of the incalculable evils which would follow,
he had consulted Father Laynez on the best means to be
adopted to avert them. The Jesuit Father assured him
that he saw no other remedy than in the return of the
heretics to the bosom of the Church. In order to bring
this about, it was desirable that their leaders and divines
should meet in that conference which they had so long
sought, and of which, when granted, they would not avail
themselves. Had they been honest in their intentions,
they would have been convinced of their errors. “To
see this muoh-desired union,” said Father Laynez to the
Prince, “I would sacrifice a hundred lives, if I had as
many to offer.”

In the mean time, the prelates who were present at the
Council of Trent, which had resumed its disoussions since
the 8th of January, 1562, sought the benefit of the learn-
ing, logic, and eloquence of Father Laynes. The Pope,
therefore, ordered him to accede, with as little delay as
possible, to the wishes thus expressed, and the legate
having made every necessary arrangement for his journey,
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in order to hasten his arrival, he reached Trent about the
middle of the month of August, 1562, and, on making his
appearance in the august assemblage, the Cardinal Leg-
ates assigned to him the first place before the generals
of the religious orders; but the humble Jesuit, with s
modest bow, retired and took his seat on the lowest
bench. The prelates, however, insisted, and Laynex, at
once perceiving the effect produced by this mark of
distinction, which elicited murmurs of disapprobation
among the generals, entreated the legates to allow him to
" retain the seat. he had selected: “I conjure your emi-
nences to urge me no further, but to have some regard
and respect for the seniority of the other orders.” «If
we give way to the humility of your Reverence, Father,”
replied the legates, “it might establish a precedent in
the hierarchy for the future, and to that we can not con-
sent; in order, therefore, to conciliate all, we insist upon
your Reverence taking your place among the bishops.”

Such respect paid to the learning, talent, and virtue of
the General of the Society of Jesus by the Legates of the
Holy See, and concurred in by the entire episcopacy pres-
ent, was a real coup d'etat in favor of the entire Order,
and, therefore, well calculated to create new rivalries; for
human nature is ever the same, and, unless humility pre-
dominates over all other virtues, it is next to impossible
for an individual to overcome that greatest of all trials—
jealousy ; especially when he feels that a slight has been
passed upon the body to which he belongs, or its repu-
tation impugned.

The monastic orders claimed precedence, on the ground
that they were of ancient while the Jesuits were but of
recent date in the Church. It, therefore, became necessary
for the council to settle this dispute forthwith; and al-
though, as regards any benefit to the society, the fact was
purely accidental, still it was probable that it entered into
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the views of the prelates and cardinals composing the
majority of the assembly, who gladly availed themselves of
this happy opportunity to recognize, in the name of the
Church, the essential services she had received from the
Jesuits, and to bear a solemn testimony of gratitude to an
order so envied and calumniated.* They published a di-
ploma setting forth the case, and, among other things,
said of the Society of Jesus: “This society, to the great
advantage of souls, embraces numbers of Christian and
Pagan countries, Almighty God protectmg the work which
they have commenced.”

St. Charles Borromeo wrote to the cardinals assembled
at Trent:

“] deem it superfluous to adduce the motives which move the "
Sovereign Pontiff to cherish the society, and to desireits admission
into all the Catholic provinces. As feelings of aversion are enter-
tained in France against the Jesuits, the Sovereign Pontiff hopes
that the council, when it deals with the regular orders, will make
honorable mention of the society, in order to recommend it.”

The members of the council spoke from their places,
thus preventing all commotion, and preserving that calm
demeanor and dignity so essential in discussions of the
grave nature of that in which they were engaged. The
General of the Society of Jesus having to speak in the
discussion on the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, the Cardinal
Legates, at the request of the bishops, had a pulpit pre-
pared for him, in order that no one should miss a single
word of his discourse. This was an additional trial to

..

#* At the same time the apostate Brother Paolo Sarpi wrote, for the
information of all, “There is nothing of more importance than to
ruin the reputation of the Jesuits ; in destroying it, you ruin Rome,
and if Rome is ruined, religion will reform itself.” The advice here
given has been followed in all periods, but the constant work of three
centuries has not been able to accomplish the utter ¢ ruin of the
reputation of the Jesuits or of the power of Rome.”



GENERALSHIP OF FATHER JAMES LAYNEZ. 113

the Jesuit’s humility ; but, the legates insisting, Laynes
had to obey. His pale complexion and his long and
attenuated face gave proofs of much suffering, while his
high and largely-developed forehead, his strongly-marked
aquiline nose, his brilliant and piercing eyes, betokened
the man of deep thought and lofty intelligence ; the mild-
ness of his look, his benevolent smile, his quiet and modest
bearing, inspired confidence, and caused him to be re-
spected and beloved as a man and as a religious.

When he ascended the pulpit which had been prepared
for him, every eye was fixed upon the Jesuit, whose ap-
pearance was so poor and unassuming, but whose celebrity
was European. He betrayed not the least emotion. The -
sole honor he sought in that vast assemblage of illustri-
ous personages and most learned men was the glory of
God; his only ambition the triumph of the Church. He
spoke for two hours and a half, and kept the whole as-
sembly in a state of suspense and surprise by the brill-
iancy of his discourse. Never before did he display such
eloquence ; never had his logic been used with greater
vigor and conclusiveness,

At the close of his address, a murmur of admiration
resounded throughout the council-chamber. ¢ He has
answered every objection,” said some. ¢ He has dis-
pelled every doubt,” said others; *he has left nothing
to answer.” He was assailed with congratulations on all
sides ; his triumph was complete. Providence had re-
served for him another, which would equally reflect upon
the whole society.

Cardinal Hercules de Gonzaga, the legate who presided -
at the council, being taken dangerously ill, expressed a
desire to have the spiritual attendance of Father Laynez.
He wished for his exhortations and consolations in his
last moments, to prepare him for his entrance into eter-
nity. This preference shown for the Jesuit over all the
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princes of the Church congregated at Trent, was such a
mark of high esteem for the society that its enemies and
rivals took offense at it—an offense which was easily un-
derstood. They ceased not in their endeavors * to ruin
the reputation of the Jesuits,” in which they but carried
out the instructions given them by the apostate Sarpi, in-
order to “ruin Rome,” while, in fact, all their efforts
tended only to the triumph of Rome and the increase of
the reputation of the Jesuits.

It was not sufficient that the council had cleared up
all the questions that had been submitted to it; it had
also investigated the cause of the evils which afflicted the
Church. It had discovered that these causes were, prin-
cipally, the ignorance and immorality of a great portion
of the clergy and the monastic orders, and it had de-
cided that the best remedy for this great evil was to
prepare Christian generations by & good system of educa-
tion. The majority of the bishops requested that the
number of the seminaries and colleges of the Society of
Jesus should be increased every-where; and the Count
Lune, a German, and ambassador of Philip II, being con-
sulted as to the means of ameliorating the condition of
Germany and Spain, and of securing them against her-
esy, answered: “I kuow only two methods: train good
preachers, and propagate the Society of Jesus.” Other
ambassadors made similar replies.

The Council of Trent closed its sittings on the 4th of
December, 1563.

Iv.

FrANcis DE BEAUMONT, Baron des Adrets, finding the
doctrine of Calvin easier than that of the Church, and
its morals more in accordance with his taste and passions
than those of the Gospel, hbad become a Huguenot. He
traversed Dauphiny at the head of a few thousand fanat-
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ical peasants, who had been misled by the ministers of
Calvin. They burned churches, persecuted the Catholics,
whom they massacred without pity, pillaged their towns,
and carried desolation into villages, putting all to fire
and sword. He was the terror and the scourge of the
southern provinces.

While in the midst of the frightful ravages which he
was committing, he one day gathered his soldiers around
him, and, haranguing them, directed them to attack
Valence: their reward would be worthy of their eruelty; it
is a Jesuit that is promised them. At the name of Jesuit,
the infuriated soldiery shouted with fiendish delight, and
directed their march for Valence. .

Lamothe Gondrin, Lieutenant of the Province, being
warned of the proposed attack, repaired to that place,
where he arrived in time to make a defense of the town.
But all his efforts could not save it from the invasion of
the Protestants, and he himself was taken prisoner by
the Baron des Adrets, who, although promising to spare
his life, had him foully assassinated. Thus did the Baron
prove himself as true to his word as he was to his faith.
He next sought the Jesuit whom he had promised to de-
liver into the hands of the murderers composing his
army. His search was not a difficult one, for he whom
he sought was to be seen on the field of carnage, there
bending over the wounded and the dying, offering them
spiritual comsolation, and preparing them to receive their
reward in heaven, It was the good Father Emond Auger,
whose ‘name was known and venerated throughout the
whole of Dauphiny. The soldiery were about to rush
upon and mercilessly massacre him, when the Calvinist
ministers cried out:

‘“Hold! A Jesuit merits not 8o honorable a death; the
gallows alone is fit for him!”

Immediately the Protestants applauded, and made the
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streets resound with the cries of “To the gallows! the
Jesuit to the gallows!” The soldiers rushed upon their
victim, placed a cord about his neck, and thus conducted
him to the place reserved for the execution of eriminals—
the populace following and continuing the diabolical cries
they had before set up, “ To the gallows! to the gallows
with the Jesuit!”

The good Father Emond as he was called by the Cath-
olics, did not betray the least emotion. With firm step,
and humble though dignified bearing, he went calmly and
boldly to death; an angelic serenity was diffused over
his whole countenance. Arrived at the place of execu-
tion, he ascended the scaffold, and cast a gentle and
modest glance on the sacrilegious crowd who desired his
death; he then raised his eyes toward heaven, with a
countenance beaming with ineffable sweetness, and, once
more turning toward the assembled multitude who were
thirsting for his blood, he addressed them in a clear
voice. He defended truth, called upon all those who had
abandoned the faith to repent, and exhibited a holy joy
in the very face of the death which awaited him, and of
which he considered himself unworthy. He felt happy in
being thus condemned to an ignominious death for a
cause to which he had consecrated his life. His inspired
air, the sweetness of his voice, and the sublimity of his
expression puzzled and bewildered the ministers of Cal-
vin. The crowd are deeply affected and moved, even to
tears; an emeute may ensue. On the other hand, what a
triumph for the cause of the Reformation, if, ipstead of
putting the Jesuit to death, they should succeed in making
him an apostate! This appears to them a happy idea, and,
accordingly, they set to work to attempt its accomplishment.

The Calvinist ministers were so many apostates, who
hoped to lead astray a disciple of Ignatius of Loyola by
the same means by which they themselves had been se-
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duced. In this idea they were not very far-seeing; but
how can we expect to receive light from darkness?

Peter Viret, one of the preachers, proceeded in all
haste to the Baron des Adrets, and requested an order
adjourning the execution of the Jesuit. The enraged
Huguenot listened with a frown, without deigning so
much as to look at Viret, whom he did not even answer.
Viret continued :

“I only ask you,” added he, “for the time necessary
to discuss a few points of religion with him, in order to
confound him publicly, and force him to avow his defeat.”

“Do what you like with him!” thundered forth the fe-
rocious des Adrets, hastily dismissing the apostate.

Peter Viret returned to the place where he had left the
Jesuit; he caused him to descend from the scaffold, near
which he had remained. They overwhelmed him altern-
ately with caresses and threats, flatteries and arguments.
Nothing was omitted to induce him to yield; but the good
Father was proof against all their wily assaults.

“We spare your life until to-morrow,” said one of the
apostates to him; “ perhaps you will reflect upon it.”

“The dungeon is useful to collect one’s thoughts and to
lead to reflection,” said another. They then confined the
angelic Father Emond in one of the dungeons usunally
assigned to the most dangerous malefactors.

On the following day they proceeded frantically to the
prison. The dungeon was empty! God had refused the
crown of martyrdom to his young apostle. He had assisted
the Catholics of Valence to enter the prison during the
night, and to liberate their beloved Father, conduct him
outside the town, and place him beyond the reach of his
blood-thirsty enemies.

Some days after, Father Emond was in Auvergne, where
he publicly preached at Clermont, whence he proceeded
to Riom, and thence again to Issoire, there-to reanimate
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the faith among the Catholics and preserve them from the
contagion of heresy. Very soon the Marshal de Vielle-
ville, and the Chapter of the Cathedral of Lyons, called
him to that city, where the Catholic worship appeared to
have been abolished forever by the cruel tyranny of the
Protestants.

Father Emond, on arriving, in the month of July, met
Father Possevin, who had been likewise called to the aid
and comfort of the Catholics. Neither one nor the other
feared the death with which they were threatened; they
were ready to brave it in defense of the faith—happy and
proud of such a mission. They preached with marvellous
success, regaining all those who had been led away from
the true fold, and giving fresh confidence and encourage-
ment to the weak and faltering.. The city assumed a new
aspect, Catholic worship was reéstablished, and the names
of the Fathers were blessed and venerated by all. Bat
suddenly the plague, which had made fearful ravages in
France, broke out in this city, in a most violent form,
and paralyzed the energy of the entire population.
Every one who could, fled precipitately from the city,
abandoning the poor, who had no other alternative but
to remain in the town, not possessing the means of pro-
viding themselves a home in a purer atmosphere.

Father Possevin had just left the city for Avignon, and
Father Emond Auger found himself alone in face of this
cruel scourge. He, in nowise discouraged, went from
house to house, comforting the sick, consoling and strength-
ening them, not only with his spiritual aid, but distrib-
uting alms and relieving the temporal necessities of all;
the only person to second these almost superhuman efforts
being André Amyot, the priest who had received him
and given him shelter in this strange place.

It would be difficult to comprehend how two men could
suffice for the accomplishment of this immense and heroic
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labor, if the History of Lyous, by de Rubys, did not
give the details of ‘the admirable devotion of Father
Emond Auger during the econtinusnce of the plague.”
Historians assert that the number of deaths exeeeded
six thousand. At one time the terror became so great
that the voices of the Jesuits, so much beloved, entirely
failed in tranquillizing the public excitement and restoring
confidence. It was then that the good Father had re-
course to Divine aid. He made a solemn vow, in the
name of the city of Liyons, to Notre Dame-du-Puy en Ve-
lay ; immediately the plague disappeared, and Lyons was
saved.. The good Father proceeded immediately to Puy,
there to deposit, at the feet of the Divina Mother of God,
the vow of the people of Lyons.

The Lyonnese desired that the apostle, whom they
called their Father, and to whom they were indebted for
the cessation of the plague, should, on his return, receive
a lasting memorial of their heart-felt gratitude. They
wished to make him a present worthy of acceptance by a
member of the Society of Jesus, and one which, they felt
assured, he would receive with pleasure, no matter how
great might be his humility, or his devotion to holy pov-
erty, the more so because he had just been made Provin-
cial of Guyenne. On his arrival at Lyons, the fanctiona-
ries of that city went out to meet him, and presented to
him some keys on a silver salver, the Provost addressing
him in the following words:

« Father, the citizens of Lyons, penetrated with grati-
tude for the spiritual good you have done to them, and
in acknowledgment of your heroic devotion during the
plague, from which you have delivered them entreat your
Reverence to accept Trinity College. His Grace, the
Archbishop,* unites with us in offering this mark of re-

* Antoine d’Albon,
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spect to the Society of Jesus, to whom it will henceforth
belong, and who will have its future control.”

“T willingly and gratefully accept it, in the name of the
society,” replied Father Emond; ‘but on one condition :
the Calvinists ‘send their children to this college, which
is public property; the deed of gift must secure-them the
right of gratuitously educating their children there, as
before.” -

The Protestants did not desire this clause in their
favor; they saw in it but an additional argument against
them, for education was far from being gratuitous in their
own schools.

The plague, which had caused great desolation in the
city of Lyons, visited Paris, and, among other victims,
carried off one of the first companions of Ignatius of Loy-
ola—Pasquier Brouet—who, while engaged in bestowing
his tender care upon the sufferers from the infectious
disease, caught the contagion, and thus died in the exer-
cise of that Divine charity to which he had devoted him-
self. Wherever the fearful epidemic had made its ap-
pearance, the inhabitants fled. The Jesuits hastened to
the very scene of its ravages with that zeal, self-abnega-
tion, and tender charity the secret of which they alone
seemed to possess. In all those places where the people
had felt the consoling effects of their presence, during the
prevalence of the disease, heresy lost all that it had pre-
viously acquired, and as soon as the plague had disap-
peared, the people, with one accord, asked for the estab-
lishment of a house of that Order to which they were
indebted for such benefactors. While the universities
sided with the heretics in repelling the Society of Jesus,
the bishops, magistrates, nobility, and people ardently de-
sired it. Several of its colleges in France, Belgium, the
Rhenish Provinces, and elsewhere, had no other origin
than the heroic devotion of the Jesuits during the ravages
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of the plague, which at that time infected a great part
of Europe, and to which a vast number of all classes of
society fell victims,

V.

IN Poland, Father Canisius had just gained a brilliant
victory over heresy, in the presence of King Sigismund
and the whole court, at the Diet of Petriskaw. This as-
"sembly, like the preceding ones, had been held at the
solicitation of the Protestants, and served but to expose
their dishonesty and to give new triumphs to the Church.
At the close of the Diet; Canisius repaired to Augsburg,
there to resume the contest against the enemies of Catholi-
cism. One of these, Stephen Agricola, a disciple and
friend of Melancthon, desired to see and privately to con-
verse with this humble religious, for whom sovereigns and
princes contended, whom bishops and cardinals consulted,
whom the Pontifical Court honored with its confidence, and
whose advice was sought by all the great personages of
the time. The reception which Father Canisius gave him
was marked with the meekness and the simple though dig-
nified demeanor which he possessed in a high degree, and
which attracted all toward him. The heart of the here-
tic was touched ; he made known his doubts, listened to the
Father’s advice, abided by his decisions, and gave himself
up so unconsciously to his direction, that, shortly after-
ward, he openly declared himself the disciple and friend of
that same Jesuit of whom he had been the avowed enemy.
This conversion carried dismay into the ranks of the Lu-
therans, who vowed vengeance against Canisius for having
thus robbed them of so great a prize. Upon this subject
the good Father thus wrote to Father Laynez:

“Blessed be the Lord, who makes his servants illustrious by
the hatred which the heretics excite against them in Poland, Bo-
hemia, and Germany. By the atrocious calumnies they propa-

12
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gate agminst me, they try to deprive me of a reputation which I
do not pretend to possess. They pay the same honor to all the
other Fathers. Soon, perhaps, these threats may lead to blows
and the most deplorable results. Heaven grant that the more
they try to abuse us, the greater may be the efforts we make to
prove to them our Christian charity! They are our persecutors,
but they are also our brothers. We must love them for the love
of Jesus Christ, who shed His blood for them, and because, per-
*haps, they sin only through ignorance.”

The day after Father Canisius wrote these lines, the
Diet of Augsburg was opened, which he attended in the
capacity of theologian to the Emperor. Subsequently, at
the request of Cardinal Osius, legate of the Holy See,
he accompanied him to Vienna, where he undertook the
task of effecting a reconciliation between the Empire and
the Roman Court.

These pacifications effected, he paid a visit to the Duke
of Bavaria, who, desiring to consult him, had invited him
to his court; he then returned to Augsburg. But, ere-
long, the Governor of Suabia implored his powerful aid
in his provinces, all of which were subsequently visited
by Canisius, who preached throughout the cities and vil-
lages, visiting even the poorest hamlets, every-where
succeeding, in spite of all obstacles, in effecting the most
salutary reforms, and in comforting, consoling, and cheer-
ing every Christian heart. On returning to Augsburg,
the bishop announced to him that he gave the direction
of the University of Dillengen to the Society of Jesus.
In the deed of gift, the Cardinal Bishop desired thus to
explain his motives :

% That which has particularly induced me to perform this good
work is the close bond of friendship which has bound me to
Father Peter Canisius, a doctor so celebrated for his eminent
piety, his rare learning, and the incredible fruits which he has
preduced in the oity of Augeburg, and throwghout my -diocese,
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whether in the conversion of heretics, in the preservation of the
faith in its pristine purity among the Catholics, or in the in-
stitution of good works of every description, to which end he has
incessantly, and with indefatigable zeal, applied himself, and
with a success which it is impossible to overrate or sufficiently
to admire.”

While the Society of Jesus struggled with so much
success against the efforts of the hereties all over the
eontinent of Europe, several of its members clandes.
tinely, at the peril of their lives, devoted themselves to
succoring the Catholics of Ireland. Some even went over
to Eugland; at one time in the garb of a peddler, at
another in some different disguise ; but ever with the ocer-
tainty, should they be detected, of being handed over to
the executioners of Elizabeth.

The heretics, as has been already shown, had vowed
vengeance not only agminst Peter Canisius, but against
the entire society; for, wherever they appeared, they were
sure to encounter a Jesuit, ready to combat their errors,
and wrest from them whatever conquests they might have
made, and thus serve as a safeguard to those Catholios
who wavered in their faith.

The heretics, feeling confident of having as auxiliaries
the universities, as well as the disaffected clergy, only
awaited the opportunity of once more essaying the total
destruction of the Society of Jesus; nor was it long be-
fore this looked-for opportunity presented itself.

Cardinal Borromeo, the Pope’s nephew, had submitted
himself to the spiritual control and guidance of the Jes-
uits. He had gone through the Spiritual Exercises, from
which time he had made rapid progress ia spiritual per-
feotion. This was sufficient for those whom hell had
chosen as its instruments. The report was spread abroad
that the Jesuits were endeavoring to induce the Cardinal
to join their soociety, for the purpose of possessing them-
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selves not only of his great riches, but also of his person.
It, therefore, became desirable to inform the Pope of this
pretended snare, and a bishop was found with sufficient
credulity and hardihood to consent to be the bearer of
these tidings to the Sovereign Pontiff, whom he assured
that he had it from good authority, and that there was
no doubt about it. .

‘The Pope was greatly moved by the intelligence, for
he tenderly loved Cardinal Borromeo, and was solicitous
to retain him near himself in the Sacred College, and
yet the Jesuits sought to remove him! His Holiness
did not hesitate loudly to express his displeasure, and even
to allude to the fact as one of ingratitude on the part of
an order upon which he had always so freely lavished
his favors. This was the culminating point of the de-
signers of the plot. Could they but succeed in prejudic-
ing the Pope against the society, they might well hope to
accomplish their base ends; all that was necessary was to
know how to take advantage of the dissatisfaction which
had thus been aroused. It was then that all the old cal-
umnies which had been propagated against the society,
ever since its origin, were again revived. But these false-
hoods, which had always been so triumphantly refated,
might be again disproved. It was, consequently, deemed
advisable to invent new ones; and, all infamous and in-
credible as they were, they were listened to and repeated
until they reached the Vatican.

During the time of these fresh trials, Father Laynez was
sick, but so soon as he was sufficiently recovered, he pre-
sented himself to the Sovereign Pontiff, and pointed out
to him the gross absurdity of these vile calumnies. The
. Pope was apprehensive of the influence of Father Ri-
beira over Cardinal Borromeo. Father Ribeira received
orders to proceed to the Indies, and he set out, with a
light heart, for a mission, which had already furnished the
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crown of martyrdom to many members of the society.
As to the extreme fervor of the Cardinal, the Jesuits
had, from the very first, endeavored to restrain it, espe-
cially in regard to bodily austerity, and never had they
attempted to induce that Prince of the Church to enter
the society. ‘““As to the rest,” said Father Laynes, “it
is not surprising that the enemies of the Church should
be also our enemies. They attack it incessantly, and we
are never weary of defending it. They seek to overthrow
the authority of the Holy See; we employ all our zeal
to uphold it. They endeavor to weaken and destroy the
faith of Christian souls, and day and night we labor to
reanimate and maintain it in all its purity. What is
there astonishing in the fact that the heretics ally them-
selves with the Professors of Rome to ruin us and to
bring about the.destruction of our society?” .

Pius IV, easily convinced by the simple and dignified
words of the General of the society, reproached himself for
having manifested any displeasure toward it, especially for
having listened for a moment to such calumnies, and he
felt called upon to make some atonement, which he most
magnanimously did. He visited all the houses of the so-
ciety in Rome, and, not satisfied with publicly expressing
his high admiration for the Jesuits, he wished to give them
a more tangible and lasting proof of his confidence, by
intrusting to them the seminary which he had just estab-
lished. Nay, he did still more; he ordered Cardinal Sa--
velli to summon before his tribunal the bishop who had
propagated the odious accusations which had been concocted
against the Society of Jesus. The prelate submitted that
he could produce witnesses to support his statements, and
the Cardinal had them brought forward, They were
some young men who had been dismissed from the Jesuit
colleges or seminaries. They were called upon to furnish
proof of their charges, in which they essentially and
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gignally failed, and, in the end, the calumniators were
compelled to retract their base assertions. A publication
had been widely circulated in Italy, Bohemia, and through-

out the German states, in the hope of destroying forever
" the reputation of the children of St. Ignatius. The au-
thor of the foul and infamous libel was condemned to a
long imprisonment. The Sovereign Pontiff addressed a
brief to the Emperor Maximilian, dated the 29th of
September, 1564, by which he expressed his deep regret
at the defamatory libels which had been circulated
throughout the German Empire and Italy, and informed
him of the measures that had been taken to make known
the truth and confound the calumniators

The trinmph thus achieved was complete.

VI

Tae good work commenced by Francis Xavier was
courageously eontinued by his successors in the Indies
and Japan. Christianity prospered, and spread daily its
peaceful influence under the protection of the great Apos-
tle of the East, and of the early martyrs of the society.
The people of the island of Ceylon were all Christians.
Those of the interior, north of Goa, had requested mis-
sionaries to be sent out to them, and they sought to be
baptized. At Tana, the newly converted had built a
town, which consisted entirely of Catholics, while at Cu-
‘man they erected a college. The aboriginal inhabitants of
the island of Ciorano also ardently wished to have the
Jesuit Fathers among them; but the number of the soeiety
was too limited, and they were compelled to retard their
compliance with the urgent desire of this people. Not
long afterward, the port of Goa was literally crowded by

* This brief will be found in extenso in the History of the Society
of Jeaus, by M. Cretinesu Joly.
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the arrival of numerous Indian vessels (tones), freighted
with men, women, and children, who loudly called upoa
the good Fathers to come and aid them. They were the
inhabitants of Ciorano, who, as the Jesuits could not go
to them, had come to seek at their hands the exposition
of the truths of Christianity and to request baptism.

The Badages had renewed their inroads upon thg Fish-
ery Coast, and continued to rob and plunder the Pallawars.
In one of their attacks they seized upon Father Mesqnuita,
whom they severely wounded with their lances, and then,
before his eyes, cruelly massacred many of the Christians,
who bore their fate with a holy and courageous resigna-
tion, begging a last blessing from their apostle, who had
become the slave of their Infidel persecutors.

The island of More* had been eonquered by the King
of Gilolo, who would not hear of the introduction of the
Christian religion. The Moreans, lacking moral courage,
had abandoned their faith, for their missionary was no
longer among them to preserve them, by his exhortations
and encouraging example and precepts, from the misery of
falling into apostasy. Father Beira had gone to Am-
boyna to solicit succor from the Portuguese. This was
speedily granted. The Portuguese hastened to their as-
sistance, and reconquered the island from the King of
@Gilolo, whom they took prisoner, and were about to pun-
ish the Moreans for their cowardly submission to the In-
fidel Prince. Beira at once interposed, declaring him-
self their protector and Father, saved them from the
chastisement with which they were threatened, and, finally,
succeeded in reconciling them to God, by repentance.
Father Alfonso de Castro had preached the Gospel most
successfally during mine years in the Moluccas; he had
even suoceeded in converting the King of Baclmn and

*One of the Moluceas.
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all his subjects ; but the Saracens, infuriated at the sue-
cess of the Christian religion in the surrounding countries,
carried off the missionary, kept him in close conﬁnément,
and, finally, toward the end of January, 15568, by order of
the Sultan, put him to death, at Ires, near Ternat.

In the island of Celebes, where the missionaries had
been sp much desired, the King and fifteen hundred of
his subjects were baptized by Father Magalanes. The
King of Siao, to the north of Celebes, desiring to become
acquainted with a religion which had produced such apos-
tles, and yielding to its influences, he and his subjects
were converted. In like manner the islands of Sonda had
yielded to the gentle teachings of the Jesuits; the King
of Banca also embraced the Christian faith, and his peo-
ple soon followed his example. In the Calamines, near
the Philippines, the people of Divaran, to the number of
one thousand two hundred and seven, at their own solicita-
tion, received the grace of baptism.

Several Fathers of the society had gone to Japan, there
to second the labors of Cosmos de Torrez, and Juan Fer-
nandez. A furious war raged between the sovereigns of
that vast empire. The Bonzes, irritated at the success of
the missionaries, charged them with being the cause of the
war, by perpetuating discord and secretly influencing the
minds of the people, that, finally, they might work the
entire ruin of the empire. The same unscrupulous Pagans
eharged the Jesuits with the perpetration of crimes of
which themselves alone were capable. The tactics of the
evil one were ever the same ; those which he had suggested
to the heretics in Europe were, in like manner, employed
by the base minds and hearts of the Pagans of Japan.

The town of Amanguchi had been twice captured and
delivered to the flames; Fucheo was inundated with blood;
the kingdom of Firando was distracted and torn asunder
by turbulent factions and party strifes, while insurrection
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momentarily threatened to break out in Fucata. The
Bonzes, every-where else baffled in their calumnious efforts,
which only redounded to their own disgrace, were more
successful at Fucata, where they succeeded in exciting the
people against the Jesuits, by declaring that all the trouble
and desolation which had spread over their country was
caused entirely by the Christian Bonzes. The infuriated
populace rushed upon the churches and the houses of the
missionaries, setting them on fire. This occurred about
the month of April, 1569. Fathers Villela and Baltha-
zar Gago were happily rescued from the violence of the
infatuated mob, as were, in like maunner, the brothers of the
Order.

The inhabitants of Mount Jesan having repeatedly ex-
pressed their desire that some of the Christian Bonses
should come among them, Fathers Villela and Gago had
gone on this mission. After shaving off their beards, they
muffled themselves up in the costume of the Bonzes, and
took passage on board a vessel bound for Sacai; but even
under this disguise they were recognized. When out at
sea they encountered-a dead calm, which the sailors at-
tributed to the presence of the Kuropean Bonzes, which,
they averred, had irritated the gods of Japan, thus bring-
ing upon them this annoying delay, and declared that
nothing short of throwing them overboard would appease
their anger. The venerable apostles were insulted, buff-
eted, and maltreated in every imaginable manner; but
God, ever watchful over those whose hearts are turned
toward him, prevented the cruel threats from being carried
into execution. The calm ceased, and a favorable breese
wafted the vessel safely to the desired port. Immediately
on landing, the Fathers directed their steps toward Mount
Jesan, where all they had to do was to plant the seed of
the Gospel in .order to insure abundant fruits. Indeed,
they were so;n enabled to extend the field of their labors,

1 ;
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until, on the 30th November, 1559, they reached Meaco.
On arriving at that place, Father Villela introduced him-
self to the Cubo-Sama, and requested permission to an-
nounce publicly, to both young and old, the doctrine of
Jesus Christ, the only Sovereign Lord of Heaven and
Earth. His request was granted, and, after the example of
the Holy Apostle of the East, crucifix in hand, he went
from atreet to street, preaching the doctrine of the one
true and living God. The people followed him in crowds,
seeking with avidity, but with respectful bearing, to catch
the words of truth that fell from him, listening to his in-
structions and admonitions with a docility which was truly
consoling and encouraging. This annoyed the Bonzes,
who offered the greatest indignities to the missionary ; but
8 distinguished nobleman of the court, who enjoyed the
special friendship of the Emperor, took the Jesuits under
his protection, representing their merits in the most favor-
able manmer to the Emperor. The Prince having ex-
pressed a desire for an interview, the good Father, on
being informed of the fact, at once proceeded to the palace.

Father Villela was, in manner, sithple and unassuming,
of an extremely gentle and amiable disposition, and his
interview produced most satisfactory results. The Em-
peror, who was much taken with him, and greatly pleased
with his conversation and manners, issued a decree com-
manding all his subjects to respect the Christian Father, who
had come so great a distance in order to impart to them the
truths of Christianity. Thus supported and encouraged,
the mismionaries prosecuted their labors with renewed
zeal and in entire safety. Teaching as much by example
as by precept, they went about incessantly among the
poor, whose necessities they relieved, as well as instructing
the young and visiting the sick, for whom they erected an
hospital, wherein they nursed them bodily and consoled
tham spiriteally, with-a zeal and devotion uiknown to the
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Japanese, and which excited universal admiration. Many
of the Bonzes sought to learn something about a religion
which had brought forth so many virtues, and gladly
embraced it, the people following their example. Father
Villela was soon in a position to found a house of the
society at Maco. He afterward preached the Word of God
in the town of Sacai, with wonderful success.

The King of Omura was also converted to Christian-
ity in the course of the same year, through the preaching
of Father Torrez. So highly did this Prince esteem and
admire the Christian religion, that he publicly inculcated
it among his officers, in the midst of the camps, to which
the existing strifes and war had called him. On the other
haand, the King of Arima, and the greater portion of his
subjects, embraced Christianity, under the teaching of
Brother Louis Almeida. It was soon found necessary to
obtain reinforcements of missionaries, each of the Fathers
begging the Provincial to send fresh laborers into a
vineyard which promised such a rich and abundant
harvest.

. The missions in the Brazils were equally productive,
and the Holy See had created a bishopric there, besides
which, the number of missionaries had been increased,
and all augured well for the future of Christianity in
that beautiful country. Bat, unfortunately, in Africa the
case was widely differeat. Andrew Oviedo had essayed
to penetrate into Ethiopia. The Emperor Claudius, named
alse the Priest John, through fear of irritating his sub-
jects, prohibited him from preaching, and thus the mis-
sionary was compelled to proceed to a greater distance,
in order to conceal himself and secretly to minister to the
spiritual wants of the Catholics. Not long after, Clandius
died, and the crown descended to his brother Adamar, a
cruel Prince and an inveterate evemy of the Church. He
was not long in discovering the retreat of the missionary,
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whom he caused to be brought before him, and whom he
would have beheaded with a single stroke of his cimeter,
had not the Empress interposed and begged mercy for
the apostle, whose life was thus preserved. The cruel
despot was content with ordering him, and the Father and
Brother who accompanied bim, to be banished to a dis-
tant desert, where they were so confined and guarded as
to be unable to communicate with any one outside the
prescribed limits. It was worse than mere exile; it was,
in fact, sequestration, for they could neither send nor re-
ceive letters. In consequence of receiving no communica-
tion from, or intelligence of, their brothers of Abyssinia,
and, being aware of the cruelty with which the Sultan, Ad-
amar, persecuted the Christians, the Fathers of Goa sent
a member of the society to seek information of them;
but this missionary was seized, carried off, and sold as a
slave by the Saracens. Father Nunhez Barretto, Patri-
arch of Ethiopia, died at Goa on the 22d December,
1561, before accomplishing the object to which he had as-
pired for the six years preceding his demise. Andrew
Oviedo was named as his successor, but it was difficult, dur-
ing his exile, to convey to him, the intelligence. However,
Almighty God was pleased to permit him to be informed
of the fact, which, when it did at length reach him, was
an additional affliction to his heart; for, in his banishment,
what could he do—chief pastor, as he then was—for the
unfortunate flock committed to his charge, and for whose
salvation, so tenderly did he love his children, he would
willingly have shed the last drop of his blood? It was an
impossibility for him to pass beyond the limits which had
been prescribed by his cruel persecutors, who guarded
him with the strictest watchfulness. But, withal, the Jes-
uit was not idle. He found work in his retirement; he
made himself beloved by the negroes and slaves, and,
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profited by their confidence, to labor for the eternal salva-
tion of their immortal souls.

When the Sovereign Pontiff heard of the martyrdom
to which Father Oviedo was condemned, he felt that his
talents and zeal could be much more beneficially employed
elsewhere, and he therefore directed him to quit the un-
grateful soil of Abyssinia as soon as possible, and proceed
to China or Japan. Pius IV was not aware of the depths
of misery to which these exiles of the African Desert had
been reduced; he was ignorant of the fact that they were
without necessary food or clothing. So great was their
privation that, in order to reply to the Pope’s communi- .
cation, Oviedo was compelled to tear from his breviary
the few strips of blank paper that still remained, upon
which he wrote, in pencil, the following lines:

“Holy Father, I know not of any means of flight. The Moham-
medans surround us on all sides. Not long ago they killed one of
our number, Andrew Gualdamez. But, whatever may be the trib-
ulations which beset us, I have a great desire to remain on this
ungrateful soil, 80 as to suffer, and perhaps to die, for Jesus Christ.”

.While Ethiopia thus massacred the Jesuits, or sub-
jected them to hardships and cruelties worse than death
itself, Caffraria proclaimed their merits, and loudly called
for their spiritual aid, thus affording ample hopes of yield-
ing abundant results to the honor and glory of God.

Gamba, King of Tonga, finding, on the return of his
son, after a long absence, that he had much improved, in-
quired the cause, and was not long in discovering that
the total change that had taken place in him was attrib-
utable to his having become a Christian. He had gone
to Mozambique, where he met men who were celebrated
for their great learning and angelic virtues. He there
learned that wherever these men made their religion
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known, and eaused it to be practised, the people became
mild and docile, and were easily governed ; rulers became
good, and made their subjects happier than before. He
had desired to become acquainted with a religion that led
to such results; he admired it, and earnestly sought to
be a member of it; had received baptism at his own solicit-
ation, and had become a Christian!

Gamba, who was much struck with the details related
by his son, dispatched an ambassador to Goa, to solicit
the services of some Jesuit Fathers for his states. The
result was that Fathers Gonsalva Silveira, Andrew Fer-
nandez, and Acosta were accorded to him, and they arrived
at their destination in the month of March, 1560, where
they were received and welcomed by the King with every
mark of respect and joy. They immediately applied
themselves to their labors, and preached with extraordi-
nary effect and such gratifying results that Father Silveira
- requested to be allowed to extend the field of his labors.
Leaving Father Fernandez and Acosta with the Mosaran-
ges, he took with him one of the brothers and set out for
Monomotapa, where he arrived in the month of December, -
1660. He forthwith presented himself to the King, to
whom he exhibited a statue of the Blessed Virgin, and
begged him to accept of it as an humble gift to his Majesty.
Twenty-five days after this interview, the King and Queen,
and three hundred of the principal personages of the
state, embraced the faith, receiving, at their own solicita-
tion, the sacrament of baptism. Father Silveira recog-
pized another illustration of the goodness and power of
the intercession of the ever-blessed Mother of God in this
ready submission of princes and nobles to the law of the
Gospel.

The Saracens, exasperated at this result, sought an
audience of the King, and endeavored to persuade him
that it was not of his own free will that he had asked for
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baptism, but through the influence of witchoraft, which the
missionaries had employed to blind and deceive him. The
King became uneasy, and sought to explain to himself
the influence which had been exercised by Father Silveira
over him and all those who had become Christians ; and,
being unable to do so, he became mistrustful, and per-
mitted himself to be so influenced by the Mussulmans as
to give them permission to do as they saw fit with the
European magicians, as they designated the Jesuits. The
good Father was warned that the Infidels threatened his
life and intended to attack him suddenly during the night.
He was not in the least disconoerted, and made no attempt
to avert the fate with which he was menaced ; but, calmly
putting on his alb, he lighted two wax tapers, placed his
crucifix in the midst, and, kneeling down in holy contem-
plation and prayer, prepared to meet his God. Midnight
arrived, and not hearing his enemies approach, he quitted
his dwelling, desiring to encounter them; but they were
nowhere to be seen. He returned to his couch and was
soon in a peaceful slumber. He had not long remained
thus when he was awakened by the fanatical Mussul-
mans, who, at the command of their chief, Macruma, placed
a cord around the neck of their victim, strangled him, and,
attaching a stone to the cord, threw the body of the mar-
tyr into the river Mosengessem. This occurred on the
16th March, 1561, on which day fifty of the new converts
were subjected to a similar death.

It was not long before the King repented of his cul-
pable weakness, and, desiring to avenge Father Silveira’s
-death, caused a general massacre of the Saracens,

Father Acosta soon followed the martyr of Monomo-
tapa; he fell a victim to a virulent fever, and those
whom he had converted to the true faith were deprived of
his holy consolation and encouragement, being left solely
dependent on the good Father Fernandes, who had hapr
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pily escaped the disease. Unfortunately the King aban-
doned himself to the indulgence of his passions, and the
nobles and people, feeling justified in following the ex-
ample thus shown them, threw off the restraint which had
kept them in the right path, and turned a deaf ear to the
teachings of Father Fernandez, whose exhortations and
counsel they henceforth disregarded. The missionary,
uawilling to be a witness of the disorders and evils which
he could not prevent, returned to the Indies.

At this time the Sultan of Angola gladly received four
of the Fathers of the society, whose services he had re-
quested, and who were introduced to him by the Portu-
guese ambassador, Paul Diaz de Novaés. The Prince
wished Francis de Govea, Superior of the mission, to un-
dertake the education of his son, to which, for the cause
of Christianity, the Jesuit Father consented.

The most beneficial results were being produced by this
mission, when fresh victories, gained by the Portuguese
along the adjacent coasts, caused misgivings to arise in
the mind of the sovereign; and the Mussulmans, taking
advantage of this circumstance, persuaded the King that
the missionaries were nothing more nor less than the se-
cret agents of the King of Portugal, and that erelong the
Kingdom of Angola would be reduced to the condition of
a mere Portuguese colony. Nothing more was needed to
bring upon the Jesuits renewed persecutions, and Paul
Diaz, the ambassador, advised their immediate departure
for some other field of labor. '

 The whole African race,” added he, * are not equally
suspicious. Your ministry here is doomed henceforth to
sterility. You will reap more abundant fruits in the
other states along the coast.”

“ Senor,” replied Father Govea, “if the soldier, with
the sole view of winning the favor of his superiors, does
not hesitate in his obedience, still less can we, Christians,
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priests, and religious, in our submission to God and to
those whom He has placed over us. Qur superiors have
assigned us this post, and here we will remain, at the
peril of our lives, so long as we shall not have received
orders to leave it.”

And these heroic ministers continued their labors
among this barbarous people, from whom they received
the most disgraceful treatment, suffering all kinds of pri-
vations and trials; but never for a moment did their cour-
age fail them. Their meekness was unalterable; their
patience proof against every attack.

The Jesuits in Egypt were not much more successful.
The Patriarch of Alexandria, desirous of uniting the
Copts to the Church of Rome, had requested the Sover-
eign Pontiff, in 1560, to send him missionaries whose
learning might be used in bringing home conviction to
the minds of the people. The Pope applied to Father
Laynez, who had selected Christopher Rodriguez and
John Baptist Elian for this mission. Pius IV conferred
upon them the title and vested in them the powers of
Apostolic Legates, in which capacity they arrived at
Memphis, the residence of the Patriarch, in the month
of November, 1561. They immediately entered into con-
ference with the most learned among the Copts, who,
foreseeing their defeat, excited the people to revolt
against the envoys of the Holy See. They were attacked
and insulted in the public streets. The Jews joined in
the popular indignation, and the two Jesuits, having only
time to redeem some Christian captives, whom they con-
ducted in safety on board a vessel, returned to Rome.

The Society of Jesus had ever before its-eyes the last
wishes and prayers of the illustrious Francis Xavier in
regard to the Chinese Empire. It was its ardent desire,
at any cost, to carry into that region the truths of the
Gospel of Jesus Christ, and its hope of success was
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founded upon its confidence in the protection of the
great Apostle of the East.

In the year 1556, Father Nunhes succeeded in enter-
ing Canton, where he explained the religion of Jesus
Christ to the Mandarins, and thus paved the way for
future missions.

In 1563, the King of Portugal, carrying out the ex-
pressed desire and earnest prayer of Francis Xavier, sent
an ambassador with costly presents to-the Emperor of
China. Three Jesuits formed part of the embassy, but
they were not permitted to remain after the departure of
the embassador himself, much less to teach a new religion.
Yet, nothing discouraged, they were entirely resigned to
the trials that beset them on every side; they waited
patiently, under the firm conviction that eventually they
would succeed, and that it would be impossible to resist
their zeal and perseverance.

In the mean time, the health of Father Laynes, Gen-
~ eral of the society, had given way, exhausted, as he was,
by excessive labor. His mind alone retained its full vigor.
He saw, with a holy calm, his end approaching. From
the early part of January, 156685, he gradually but visibly
drooped, until the 19th of the same month, when he
pescefully expired, with his last, gentle look fixed on
Father Francis Borgia, whom he seemed thus to desig-
nate as his successor.

At the time of his death, Father Laynez was but fifty-
three years of age. He left the society in the most pros-
perous and flourishing condition, with every prospect of
still greater success in the future. At this time it had
only been in existence twenty-four years, and it numbered
one hundred and thirty houses, and upward of three thou-
ssnd five hundred members.
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Generalship of 3L Kraeis Borgin,
THIRD GENERAL.

15665—1572.

L

ON the very day following that on which Father Lay-
nez breathed his last, the professed members at Rome
appointed Father Francis Borgia Vicar-General during
the vacancy of the Generalship. At the same sitting,
the General Congregation for the election of the future
General was convoked for the 21st of June of the same
year, 1565 ; and, on the 2d of July, the feast of the Vis-
itation, Francis Borgia was duly elected and proclsimed
General of the Society of Jesus.

He was fifty years of age, but the austerities of his
life, and his arduous labors, gave him the appearance of
being much older. Exhausted by his life of incessant
labor, he was feeble in body, but strong in mind and
heart. On hearing the decree proclaiming him General,
he was seen to change countenance; his eyes overflowed
with tears, and the announcement appeared to produce
upon him a sort of stupefaction. A few hours afterward,
on perceiving the Fathers preparing to proceed to the
Vatican, to announce their decision to the Sovereign
Pontiff, raising his eyes toward heaven, with an inspired
and sweet expression, he exclaimed :

“I had always desired the Cross, but never did I an-
ticipate a cross go heavy as this!”
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On hearing of the choice the society had made, the
Pope said to the Fathers, who conveyed the intelligence
to him: <

“The Congregation could have done nothing more
useful for the good of the Church, more advantageous
for your Institution, or more pleasing to the Apostolic
See. I will, on every occasion that offers, prove to you
how much I am pleased by the admirable selection you
have made.”

These words of the Holy Father were truly encourag-
ing to the humble General. He accepted this heavy
cross, and it was soon apparent that Almighty God was
with him, and gave him strength and courage to bear it.

The Cardinal-Archbishop of Augsburg was overjoyed
on hearing of the election of Father Borgia, and ordered
8 Te Deum to be chanted in all the churches in his
diocese, in thauksgiving to Almighty God for this great
blessing. The sovereigns united in this general thanks-
giving and rejoicing, and Cardinal Hosius thus wrote te
the newly-elected General :

“T thank God for having thus provided for the wants, not only
of this holy society, but of the whole universal Church, by the
selection of one who is so distinguished by the integrity of his
life, and by his gravity and prudence; of one whose solicitude and
diligence will provide for all the Churches, in seeing that they are
always furnished with preachers of the Divine Word, distin-
guished among all others, not only by the holiness of their lives,
but by their profound learning. As my diocese appears more
urgently in need of such than all the others, it is one of my most
pressing duties to offer my solicitations to your Reverence, and to
congratulate myself upon this; for I have every confidence that
the society will take care that neither the other Churches nor my
own shall be without faithful laborers to work in the vineyard of
the Lord.”

On the 9th of December, 1565, Pius IV breathed his
last in the arms of St. Charles Borromeo, his nephew, and
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assisted in his last moments by St. Philip Neri. He was
succeeded, on the 7th of January following, by Cardinal
Ghislieri, a Dominican, under the name of Pius V.

The adversaries of the society were elated, and rejoiced
at this election, in which they saw a presage of their tri-
umph, and of the final destruction of the Order. They
had long sought to excite a rivalry between the Domini-
cans and Jesunits. They believed that they had suc-
ceeded, and they regarded the elevation of a son of St.
Dominic to the chair of St. Peter as a death-blow to
the children of St. Ignatius. They forgot that what
had made the holy religious Ghislieri a. Cardinal was
" precisely that which rendered the Jesuits so formidable.
It was his austere and holy life, his brilliant talents, his
zeal for the reformation of the clergy and the preserva-
tion of the faith, that had placed him in the elevated
* position he occupied. But passion and prejudice are ever
blind, and reason not. Even the friends and admirers
of the society were alarmed at this election, when they
called to mind the persecutions inaugurated against it by
the Dominican Melchior Cano. Both friends and foes
awaited, in breathless anxiety, their defeat or their tri-
umph. '

Pius V was not ignorant of the position of affairs. He
knew that the report had been circulated that he was
about to destroy—to annihilate—a society which his pre-
decessors, it was said, had favored to the prejudice of
other orders. :

Immediately after the conclusion of the ceremonial of
his exaltation, the new Pope, on his way to the Basilica
of St. John Lateran, surrounded by all the pomp and
splendor usually displayed on such occasions, himself
seated upon a throne, surrounded by the cardinals, or-
dered the procession to halt directly in front of the house
of the Jesuits. This was & violation of the accustomed
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practice at such a ceremonial—an infringement of a cus-
tom which was regulated by law and long usage. It
was, in fact, a proceeding unheard of in the history of
the Holy Sec. The grand, the majestic procession halted
in its solemn march, and the immense multitude, which
filled the streets and squares through which it was to
pass, were amazed at this deviation, and asked each other
what could be the cause of this incident, unparalleled in
the annals of the Kternal City. The Piazza del Gesha
was crowded with spectators. The Pope desires to speak
with Don Francis de Borgia, and the General of the so-
ctety immediately makes his appearance in front of the
portable throne. The Sovereign Pontiff receives him with
marked respect, and having affectionately embraced him,
speaks in an audible voice of the services rendered to
the Church throughout the world by the children of St.
Ignatius, and concludes by saying that he would be ever
anxious and ready to encourage their holy undertakings,
and that he relies on their persevering in their merito-
rious labors. He then orders the procession to resume
its march.

Both the friends and enemies of the society now saw
what they had to expect. The character of the Pope was
well known. His will, which was ever inclined to good,
was inflexible. Human considerations had no influence
upon him, exocept so far as they might tend to the end
he had in view—the greater glory of God, and the good
of the Church. He had seen the laborious efforts of the
Jesuits; he had formed a great opinion of them, aad, in
the best imterests of Catholicity, he sought to give them
all the support in his power, and hence he openly de-
clared himself their friend, benefactor, and protector.
He soon gave them a public proof of his confidence, by
requesting the General to semd him a preacher qualified,
by his learaing and holiness of life, to remind the Pope
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and cardinals of the important duties devolving upon
them by virtue of their high offices, and to expatiate upon
the virtues which their elevation to so lofty a position
demanded, not only for themselves personally, but for the
edification of the world.

For this all-important and responsible task, Franecis
Borgia selected Father Salmeron and Father Tolet. The
Pope and cardinals, equally enchanted with both one and
the other, openly expressed their entire satisfaction. His
Holiness likewise made choice of a Jesuit to prcach be-
fore the officers of the Pontifical Palace.

In the course of the year 1566 a contagion, hitherto
unknown, desolated the city of Rome. The victims of
this unknown plague were first attacked with a languor
from -which they never recovered, and which produced
almost instantameous death. As is frequently the case,
in sach emergencies, terror paralyzed every ome. The
people shut themselves up in their houses, leaving those
who were stricken with the fatal disease to their inevita-
ble fate. The poor were without food, and hunger only
added to the fury and ravages of the epidemic, until
the streets, even to the very doors of the opulent, which
were closed against the sufferers, were strewed with the
dead bodies of the unhappy victims. From the first ap-
pearance of this frightful plague, the Jesuits had hast-
ened to the assistance of the people. Accustomed, as
they were, to brave every danger, to devote their lives to
works of zeal and Christian charity, they, on this occasion,
manifested the most magnanimous self-devotion and un-
beard of self-denial. From the Father-General down
to the least of the brothers, all went forth, and most hero-
ically disputed, step by step, with the devouring plague
for the poseession of its victims. They visited the houses
of the rich and the great, begging assistance and succor
for the poor and lowly; they nursed and consoled the
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sick, or exhorted and blessed the dying. In a word, they
showed themselves in this instance, as they had ever been
under similar afflictions, true heroes of charity. The
Pope, struck with admiration by such devotion, could
think of but one reward which he could tender these
apostles of Christian charity. As soon as the plague sub-
sided, he said to his friend Francis Borgia: ¢ If it should
please Divine Providence again to visit the States of the
Church with similar calamities, your heroic society shall
be the first called to the scene of danger. .This I promise
you.” '

Pius V was not only a great Pope, he was more; he
was a great saint, whom the Church has canonized. The
pledge he had thus made to the society was alike worthy
of him and of the Society of Jesus* The Pope, who
had ever at heart the reformation of the clergy, appointed
as apostolical inspectors, or visitors, of the dioceses of the
Church, four bishops of eminent virtue, and enjoined the

#* The heretics were 8o embarrassed by the zeal and self-devotion of
the Jesuits, that they had recourse to calumnies. Doubtless they
knew that the registry of the town of Geneva preserved for posterity
undeniable testimony of their egotism and weakness, It was there
shown that, during the plague of 1543, ¢ the ministers of the Refor-
mation came forward and acknowledged it to be their duty to visit
and console those infected by the contagion, but none of them having
courage enough to do so, they begged the Council to pardo?x their
weakness, God not having accorded them the grace to witness and
confront the danger.” Ought they not have concluded, from this,
that the Catholic religion was more pleasing to Almighty God than
their own, as He had accorded so abundantly to the Jesuits that
grace which was denied the Protestant ministers ?

Calvin did not admit so much ; he considered himself better in-
spired in causing the Town Council to prohibit him from the exer
cise of works of charity, under the astounding pretext that ¢ the
Church and the State had too much need of him to permit him to
risk his life in succoring the victims of the plague.” It would have
been difficult to place a more exalted estimate upon his own im~

portance.
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Jesuits to assist and enlighten them in this important
undertaking. The holy religious acquitted themselves of
this mission with so much success that the bishops of
Italy entreated the Sovereign Pontiff to provide the same
means of reform for their respective dioceses, with which
request the Sovereign Pontiff complied by appointing some
Jesuit Fathers to the office ; and scarcely had they entered
upon their duties, so delicate and so difficult, than the
prelates found cause to congratulate themselves on the
step they had taken. They wrote to Rome that the mem-
bers of the society were accomplishing wonders, making
themselves beloved, revered, and blessed as so many
. heavenly messengers.

The army and navy were without regular chaplains,
In time of war, some priests, either regular or secular,
bad volunteered their services, but there was no provision
securing to these two branches of the public service regu-
lar spiritual assistance. By direction of the Pope, the
duty of providing for this long-felt want devolved upon
the society. In fact, the implicit confidence which His
Holiness had in the virtues, prudence, talents, and zeal
of the children of St. Ignatius was so manifest on every
occasion that it confounded their enemies, though it did
not discourage them. They were ever secretly at work,
hoping for better times, whereas the Society of Jesus,
relying upon the Divine promise made to its holy founder
in the Church of La Storta, knew that it had nothing to
expect but the cross; it knew also that its Divine Mas-
ter would  befriend it.” The society was then aware
that it would always have enemies and persecutions, but
was confident of triumphing over them in the end, often
so fully as to conquer their love, even to the point of see-
ing them become its stanchest defenders and volunteers
in its ranks,

14
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II.

TaE Moors of Granada had revolted against Philip II,
of Spain. Mohammedan at heart, and Catholic by com-
pulsion, they conspired incessantly against the sovereign
of a country which their fathers had conquered, and from
which they desired to exterminate every Christian.

The Jesuits, established at Alrezin since the year 1559,
had devoted themselves to the conversion of this race,
and had already commenced to reap some of the fruits
of their labors, when a fresh insurrection compelled them
to abandon their homes and seek refuge in the city of
Granada, where they resumed their preaching and labors
for the conversion of the Mussulmans. Their influence
was soon apparent. They succeeded in making many con-
verts, and several of these Arabian ncophytes, to whom
riches were more precious than life itself, presented them-
selves to the Fathers, at whose feet they deposited their
ill-gotten wealth, praying them to restore it to its right-
ful owners.

In the same year, the government, dissatisfied at the
state of the public mind, and fearing an outbreak among
the people, thought, by adopting stringent measures, to
avert such a calamity. Accordingly, a decree was issued
compelling the Moors to destroy their baths, to discon-
tinue the use of the Arabian language, and directing
the women to adopt the Spanish costume. Nothing more
was necessary to cause the breaking out of the appre-
hended revolt. The Moors assembled in the mountains,
and armed themselves against the city, which they sud-
denly attacked, to the cry of “ Liberty and Mohammed!”
The Jesuits had made many sincere converts among them,
and hence they would be sought for as their first vietims.
They attacked their peaceful dwelling with blasphemous de-
nunciations, tore down and sacrilegiously trampled under
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foot the cross which surmounted it, and were about to
raze it to the ground, when the Spaniards hastened to
the assistance of the beloved Fathers, and the Moors, who
were most gallantly repulsed, abandoned the city, spread-
ing themselves throughout the neighboring towns, pro-
faning the churches, pillaging the monasteries, sacrificing
to their brutal fury priests and religious, and at last re-
treated into the mountain passes of Alpuxara.

Philip II, fearing an invasion by the African Moors,
who had threatened to come to the assistance of those
of Spain, sent against them Don Juan of Austria. Don
Louis de Requesens, Admiral of Castile, commanded the
fleet for the defense of the coast. The Jesuits accompa-
nied them, and took upon themselves the spiritual care
of the two squadrons. Father Christopher Rodrigues,
who was on that which guarded the coast, hearing that
there were more than seven hundred sick and wounded
soldiers in the hospitals of Malaga, hastened, in company
of some other Fathers, to afford them spiritual consolation,
and to aid them in making their peace with God, that they
might die the death of good Christians. The galleys were
filled with condemned prisoners, whose term of punish-
ment had expired, but who, through the gross and cul-
pable neglect of the authorities, had been unable to ob-
tain their liberty. Father Christopher, on visiting the
galleys, hearing of this hardship, could not rest until he
had the matter investigated and the evil remedied. With-
out money it is often impossible to effect the cure of cer-
tain evils; it was the case here. The Jesuits went about
begging alms for the cause, and succeeded in collecting
sufficient funds. The unfortunate prisoners were set at
liberty, and departed, heaping benedictions on the heads
of the holy missionaries, whom they called, not only their
Fathers, but their saviors.

At length the Moors, defeated by tho royal arms, were
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banished from the kingdom of Granada, and were dis-
seminated throughout the provinces which had been as-
signed them by the royal authority. Cursed by the
Spaniards, they lived isolated lives, groaning under the
greatest misery, when a contagion, which had made fatal
ravages throughout Europe, found its way into Spain, and
the Moors became its first victims., The people, feeling
persuaded that it was the followers of Mohammed alone
who had drawn upon them this formidable scourge, aban-
doned them, and even refused them all succor. Again
were the Jesuits in the midst of danger, devoting them-
selves to the care of these forsaken creatures. On the first
intimation of this heartless conduct, their collegiate duties
were suspended, and the Mussulmans were visited, cared for,
and consoled by those of whom they had been the avowed
enemies and persecutors. It needed no consultation among
the Fathers to give to the world this example of true
heroism ; it sufficed that they knew of the existence of
the suffering to at once induce them to succor and re-
lieve it. At Salamanca, Alcala, and at Guadalaxara,
every-where, they extemporized hospitals in their own
dwellings, and they were to be seen going about the streets
bearing off the plague-stricken people on their shoulders,
encouraging them by gentle words of hope, and tenderly
placing them upon the couches which had been provided
by their unexampled charity; watching and tending day
and night by the beds of the sick and dying, contributing
alike to their temporal wants and spiritual necessities.
The Spaniards, struck by such glorious examples, tendered
their assistance to the Fathers in their dangerous, laborious,
and sclf-imposed task ; they, too, would devote themselves
to the same cause of charity. Several of the Jesuits fell
victims to the disease, but no sooner had one been taken
away to receive his reward in heaven, than his place was
immediately filled. Never was a vacancy allowed to re-
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main. The plague made such fearful ravages at' Toledo,
- that it was impossible to find sufficient accommodation for
the nunferous victims. These unfortunates were packed
together in such a manner, that the holy priests were
compelled to scramble over many bodies to reach others
who were dying; and, in order to hear their confessions,
they were obliged to place their faces close to the plague-
stricken penitents. On one occasion, the 29th of April,
1571, Father Juan Martinez, after having thus assisted
several in their last agonies, was observed to remain mo-
tionless, instead of proceeding to others. The attendants
approached, spoke to him, but he made no answer; they
‘raised him up—he was dead! The martyr of the secret
of the confessional had won the reward of his zeal, his
heroic self-denial, and devotion.

At Cadiz, the victims were no sooner attacked by the
disease than they died. The bishop, priests, magistrates,
and nobility had fled precipitately, abandoning the town
and its unfortunate people to the ravages of the pestilence.
But Cadiz also possessed its Jesuits, and, therefore, the
poor were not left desolate nor entirely forsaken.  The
rector of the¢ college, Peter Barnard, made an appeal to
several officers, with whose concurrence and assistance he
established a lazaretto, or pest-house, and, by his power
‘of persuasion, induced Sebastian Diaz, an eminent physi-
cian of Seville, to extend his professional services to the
poor plague-stricken people of the city. Thus was timely
assistance rendered ‘to the unfortunate sufferers. Don
Roderice Franco, a priest of the city, and Father Diego
de Sotomayor, undertook their spiritual, while Brother
Lopez was charged with their temporal relief. In a short
time, however, the two missionaries, while in the zealous
discharge of their arduous and heaven-inspired work, ex-
pired beside the victims whose sufferings they had come
to alleviate. = . '
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To the superficial and narrow minds of the people, the
influence exercised by the Jesuits was inexplicable ; but,
had they taken the trouble to examine their past history,
they could easily have comprehended that which appeared
to them so unaccountable; they would have met on each
page of that history the solution of the enigma, in these
two words: SELF-DENIAL—SELF-SACRIFICE.

These glorious examples, while they excited general
admiration, tended to develop numerous vocations for the
society. As soon as the frightful contagion had disap-
peared, a young man of one of the most illustrious fam-
ilies of Madrid, Don Francisco d’Espagna, who had for
a long time sought admittance into the society, was re-
ceived into the novitiate of Alcala. His mother had
vainly used alternate endearments and threats, tears and
prayers, to dissuade him from his purpose; but, finding all
of no avail, she made a formal complaint to the Presi-
dent of the Royal Council, Cardinal Spinosa, in which
she accused the Jesuits of having induced her son to
enter the society, without having first assured themselves
of his vocation, and, bursting into tears in the presence
of the Cardinal, she exclmmed

“It is not my son that they want, it is 'his fortune.
Let them restore to me my Francisco but for four days,
and I will undertake to test his vocation.” ’

The Royal Council, seeing no objection to according
this satisfaction to a mother, sent an order to the Fathers
of Alcala to send the young novicé back to his family
for four days only. This order crossed Don Francisco
on his road to Madrid; for the Jesuits, having learned
of the accusations made against them, and the decision
of the council thereon, had sent back the young novice
before receiving the official order, leaving him entirely
free to speak and to act according to the dictates of his
conscience. The order arrived in due time at Alcala,

-
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and the sufiragan of the Archbishop of Toledo, adminis-
trator of the diocese, and a relation of the novice, pro-
oeeded to the house of the society with a detachment of
soldiers, surrounded the building, and entering, accom-
panied by some of his armed escort, demanded, in his

‘mother’s name, the novice, Don Francisco d'Espagna.

“Senor,” replied the Father Rector, “ we have sent
him to Madrid, to show that we had no intention of
keeping him against his will, as has been asserted, and
in order that he may freely reply to the questions which
may be put to him about us or about himself. He has
gone to Cardinal Spinosa.” _

“This is an idle excuse |” ejaculated the prelate; “a
mere subterfoge. We have the power to compel you to
set at liberty this young man.” And, without any more
ado, he issued an interdict against the college.

The re port of this severe step spread rapidly through-
out the town, and the inhabitants and students of the
Uniyersity had recourse to arms; their indignation and
courage were aroused. They went in all haste to the
college, offered the Jesuits to defend and protect them,
and it was all that the good Fathers could do to appease
the anger of the people and prevent a general rising in
their favor. The danger was imminent. They eonjured
them earnestly to lay down their arms, for the mother of
the novice had returned to Alcala, and had gathered to-
gether a faction. At this juncture the Father Provineial
appeared in the midst of the exasperated populace, and
informed them that he would immediately order the re-
tarn of the young d’Espagna from Madrid ; that he should
be restored to his mother, that every thing should be
arranged, and that all should be enabled to satisfy them-
selves of the truth.

And so it was; for only a few days elapsed before Fran-
eisoo arrived at his mother’s house, who did all in her
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power to prevent him rejoining the society; but the young
man remained steadfast and unalterable in his resolution.

“As you will, at all hazards, give up forever your mother
and all your relations,” said she, ¢ quit this paternal
roof, which, for the future, will but shelter my despair |
But you can not persuade me that the Fathers have not
sought to induce you to enter their society for the pur-
pose of appropriating your riches to their own uses. If
you wish me to believe in the sincerity of your vocation,
you have but to leave me full control over your worldly
possessions.” '

“Senora,” replied Francisco, ¢ your fortune is immense ;
mine would be of no use to you. I am no longer a child,
and my age authorizes me to make use of that which
belongs to me. Permit me, then, to dispose of it as I see
fit.”” But this firmness on the part of the novice did not
meet with the approval of the Jesuits. Their disinterest-
edness had been called in question by a mother, while under
the influence of violent feelings at the loss of her son. It
was all-important that this false and unmerited accusation
should be retracted. Although Francisco had absolute
control -of his large fortune, the Jesuits required him to
relinquish it in favor of his family. This simple proceed-
ing, more efficacious than all the arguments that could
have been put forth, restored perfect peace and tranquillity
to the mind of the disconsolate lady, and she no longer
offered any opposition to her son remaining peacefully in
the Society of Jesus.

III.

PorTUGAL did not escape the ravages of the plague
which had just devastated Spain, and with its first appear-
ance Lisbon was deserted. The citizens and the poor,
paralyzed by fear, and no longer able to provide for their
children, whose sufferings they had not the courage to wit~




GENERALSHIP OF S8T. PRANCIS BORGIA. 183

pess, removed them to a distance from their homes, and
there left them to the mercy of Providence. These un-
fortunate innocents would, doubtless, have fallen vietims
to hunger or disease, had not the Jesuits, ever vigilant in
such emergencies, hastened to their rescue. Night and
day they traversed the city, nursing the sick, administering
the sacraments to the death-stricken victims, carrying or-
phans and helpless children in their arms to the asylums
prepared for them, and there caring for them with almost
maternal solicitude. All human aid appeared to have for-
saken the fair city of Lisbon. The magistrates had fled,
leaving the management of the affairs of the capital in the
hands of incompetent subordinates. Confusion was at its
height, and called loudly for efficient remedies. The Jes-
uits saw the evil, and applied the remedy. They constis
tuted themselves the administrators of the forsaken city,
reéstablished order, infused new courage and calm into the
minds of the inhabitants, restored confidence, and imparted
on every side consolation and peace. In the exercise of
these acts of Heaven-inspired charity, seven professed mem-
bers, four coadjutors, and three scholastics met their deaths,

When the plague had subsided, the parents who had
abandoned their children had the happiness, through the
tender care of these saviors of the people, of again press.
ing them to their bosoms, and were at a loss to compre-
hend how despair could have reduced them to such an
sbject state as to 8o cruelly abandon those who were so
dear to them. A great number of these little ones had, in
the mean time, become orphans, and were retained in the
asylums which charity had provided for them, and the
Jesuits obtained, from the generosity of the rich, the funds
required for their support. The poor gratefully remem-
bered all their indebtedness to the heroic self-sacrifice of
the Fathers, while the courtiers were oblivious of the
obligatiops which the royal city owed to the sosiety. . -

15
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We have seen that Father da Camara, in the first in-
stance, refused the proffered honor of educating the young
King, Sebastian, and only accepted it through obedience,
the society feeling that they owed too much to the memory
of John III to grieve, by a refusal, the kind and generous
heart of his widowed Queen, Catharine. Father Louis
Gonzales da Camara, occupying, as he did, so high a po-
sition in the royal court, well knew that whatever might
be displeasing to the courtiers, would be attributed to the
influence of the King’s preceptor, and hence to the entire
society. Ever since his arrival at the palace, he had en-
deavored, notwithstanding the difficulties by which he was
surrounded, to. moderate the violent temper of Sebastian,
whose intractable character seemed to present almost in-
surmountable obstacles.

Father da Camara succeeded in gaining the love and
esteem of his royal pupil, and henceforth he was an ob-
ject of jealousy with the court. Sebastian, disregarding the
Father’s judicious advice, showed a marked preference for
Don Martino da Camara, his brother, whom he appointed
Minister of State, in the place of Don Pedro d’Alcagova,
notwithstanding that the latter had filled that office with
distinction and ability during the preceding reign. The
injustice was glaring, and the courtiers at once attributed
this act to the influence of Father Louis, as the King’s
preceptor was commonly designated, and accused the so-
ciety of desiring to rule in Portugal under the name of
Sebastian. As to the absurdity of such an accusation,
palpable though it was, none perceived it. To see it
needed reflection, and that is a quality rarely to be found
among courtiers, whose sole occupation is the pursuit of
their own aggrandizement. They were blind to every
thing but one—the influence of the Jesuit on the heart
of the sovereign. A Jesuit was beloved by Sebastian.
He was his director and his oonfessor ; therefore, the So-
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ciety of Jesus sought to rule in Portugal. It was very
desirable that a union should be brought about between
the young King and a daughter of the Emperor Maxi-
milian, but Sebastian firmly objected, and obstinately re-
fused to yield to the frequent entreaties of those who
wished to effect the marriage. The Pope was appealed to,
and urged to command Father Louis to use whatever in-
fluence he could toward inducing his pupil to give his
consent. Father Laynez, in his turn, wrote to the King's
preceptor, asking him to do all in his power to second the
expressed desires of the Queen and nobles in this regard ;
but Sebastian showed as little inclination to yield to his
preceptor as to his grandmother and his courtiers. Thence-
forth, therefore, it was the Jesuits who opposed the mar-
riage, and prejudice rose to such a pitch, that the Father-
General ordered the three Jesuits who resided at the
court to leave it without delay. However, the King and
Cardinal Henrique declared that they would not be de-
prived of their confessors. The Queen gave up hers, and
the General, yielding to the entreaties which reached him,
consented to allow the other two to remain.

At a period when the clergy and the monastic orders
set such an unhappy example of loose morals, the holy
life of the Jesuits must, by its own force alone, have
won for them great popularity. Their talents, and the
brilliant acquirements which accompanied their eminent
virtues, fascinated both rich and poor; and it is not difi-
cult to understand that they should become the objects
of jealousy to those who, while not possessing their quali-
fications and merits, desired to share their influence. In
all the Catholic States, with few exceptions, the sover-
eigns insisted on retaining Jesuits near their persons for
the direction of their consciences.

In France, the Duke of Anjou declared that he fre-
quently had recourse to the wise counsels of Father.
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Emond Auger, in the conviotion that he could not find a
better or safer adviser, no matter how intricate and diffi-
cult the circumstances might be. One day, two delegates
from the University of Paris, Ramus and Galland, ap-
peared before the Lord High Constable of France, Annag
de Montmorency :

“ My Lord,” said they, ¢ we have come to implore your

Lordship, in the name of the faculties, to expel the Jes-
uits from Paris and from France, or to exterminate them;
for they are the plague of the University. It is im-
possible any longer to use coercion toward the pupils,
without receiving for reply ‘that they will go to the
Jesuits.” ”’ ’
. “How dare you make such a request of his Lordship?”
exclaimed the Duke de Damville, son of the High Con-
stable, while the latter added, in & most commanding tone
of voice:

“It would be more to your credit and honor to imi-
tate the Jesuits, instead of bringing accusations against
them.”

He was about to dismiss the deputation, when the Duke
of Damville, proposing that the Jesuits should have an
opportunity of conferring with their opponents in pres-
ence of his Lordship, they were sent for, and immediately
confronted with their adversaries and accusers, Doctors
Ramus and Galland. The discussion was warm. The
representatives of the University depended on the Prot-
estants ; the Jesuits, on the other hand, relied on the
faith of the Roman Church. Error was on the one side,
truth on the other. It was clear that the Fathers would
be the victors, and such was the result. The venerable
High Constable, turning toward the Jesuits, addressed
them thus:

“Reverend Fathers, I am not ignorant of all that your
society has had to suffer in France, especially sinee schism
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has publicly shown itself; and you ought to bear those
persecutions so much the more willingly, as they are
similar to those to which the good are ever subjected;
- and you know that all those who have labored success-
fully in the Church of God have, like you, encountered
innumerable obstacles. If you continue to serve the
Church and the country, with the same disinterestedness,
you will have nothing to fear. As far as I am concerned,
I shall ever be at your service.”

The University felt this defeat sorely, and, considering
that it ought not to be allowed to pass unnoticed, sought
to avenge it. Father Perpinien held a professorship at
Paris, with a success that fully justified his high echarao-
ter for learning and eloquence. His lectures on the ne-
cesgity of upholding and maintaining the Catholic faith,
in all its purity, attracted so many Protestants, and re-
claimed so many who had strayed from the Church, that
the University became alarmed. Moreover, this was a
favorable opportunity to carry out their project, and they
embraced it.

The members of the University and the Calvinists came
to an understanding with ‘each other. One day they at-
tended the Father’s lecture, and scarcely had he com-
menced, when yells and hisses were heard on all sides,
which completely drowned the sound of his voice, and
called forth general indignation. The Jesuit did not ap-
pear to be the least disconcerted. He stopped, and turn-
ing toward the place whence arose the disturbance, he cast
a significant look, which seemed to say, *“ When you have
done, I will continue.” But his hearers were not so pa-
tient. The Catholics rose en masse, and ignominiously ex-
pelled the intruders, after which order was restored, and
the Professor resumed his lecture. But this did not suf-
fice. Providence had reserved another kind of victory for
the Jesuits.
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In the summer of 1557, a distinguished noble arrived,
in all haste, at the College of Clermont, as one accustomed
to the place, and proceeded directly to the apartment of
the Father Provincial of France, Oliver Manare. His
face was pallid, his look gloomy, and his voice tremulous;
his whole demeanor betokened the deepest emotion. It
was Peter Kotska, who was related to St. Stanislaus, and
who subsequently became Bishop of Culm.

“Reverend Father,” said he, addressing the Provincial,
“a diabolical plot is about to explode. We are on the
point of witnessing a most frightful catastrophe !”

“ What is the matter ?” asked the Father, with his
wonted serenity.

“ Nothing less, Father than that the city is about to
be fired at different points, while a band of conspirators
will seize upon the person of the King, who, you are
aware, is at present at Meaux.”

‘ Are you satisfied of the existence of this diabolical
plot?”

“ Nothing, Reverend Father, can be more certain. I
have the information from a Calvinist, an old friend of
mine, who has given me this timely warning that I may
take steps for my own personal safety, and I have hast-
ened to urge you to imitate my example; for your house
will not be spared, and, as the hour is fixed for to-morrow
night, there is not a moment to be lost.”

“ This does not in the least astonish me,” said Father
Oliver. “ For the last few days I have observed a sort
of feverish agitation in the minds of the people, which
is always the precursor of an approaching vidlent commo-
tion. But let us trust in Providence. It can not be with-
out some wise design that you have been thus timely
warned of the danger, and that you have been providen-
tially inspired to communicate to us the notice you have
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received. Let us proceed together, without delay, to con-
fer with the authorities.”

The secret of the Calvinists had been so carefully kept
that no one of the municipal magistrates had the least
suspicion of the wicked project. A special courier was
forthwith dispatched to Meaux. Charles IX immediately
returned to Paris, and, at the approach of night, all the
houses and public buildings were illaminated. The con-
spirators knew that their plot had been detected, and they
were, consequently, afraid to take any step. A close
search of their houses resulted in the discovery of stores
of fire-arms and combustible materials, as well as a list
of the leading couspirators.

Catharine de Medicis and her son vowed to revenge
themselves for this diabolical conspiracy, in which the
Prince of Condé and Admiral Coligny were implicated ;
and they were but too true to their word. The King,
however, was saved, as were likewise the city of Paris
and its inhabitants; and the great services rendered to
the monarchy by Father Manare were duly appreciated
by the sovereign, who promised to reward them.

While Providence thus made use of the Provincial of
France to baffle at Paris the criminal plans of the Cal-
vinists, it elsewhere employed the Provincial of Guienne
under equally unforeseen circumstances. This provincial,
we have already said, was no other than the angelic
Father Auger, the beloved apostle of the south of France.
He had been at Toulouse, where he had electrified the
souls of all by his attractive eloquence, and arrived at
Lyons about the middle of September, when he was
warned that the Protestants were about to carry out a
dreadful and carefully concocted conspiracy. They held
secret communications with traitors within the city, who
were ready to throw open to them the gates, and to aid
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them in setting fire to the town) pillaging and devastating
the churches and convents, and putting to death all those
who should attempt to oppose their sacrilegious fury.

The President, de Birague, was, at the time, Governor
of Lyons. Father Emond Auger at once warned him of
the plot of the Huguenots, and added :

‘“ Keep on your guard; make preparations to defend
yourselves; for I am sure of the reliability of the informa-
. tion I have received.”’

“To take measures for defense,” said the Governor,
“would alarm the inhabitants, excite them, and, perhaps,
hasten the arrival of the heretics. However, we will see;
I will confer with the authorities.”

But a few days elapsed before Father Auger, whose
eounsels appeared to have been forgotten, returned to the
Governor. ‘ .

“Your Honor,” said he,  there is no time to be lost.
Lanoue has taken possession of Macon, where he has left
a strong garrison, and is marching on Lyons. This very
night the town, at & given signal, will be given up to
him.”

% This night, Reverend Father ?”

¢ This very night, your Honor. I can not tell you by
whom or in what manner I have been informed, but the
fact is only too true.”

“Ah! Father, what can we do but sell our lives as
dearly as we can?”

“8ir,” replied the Jesuit, * you must obviate such a
calamity. Avoid bloodshed, the profanation of our sane- -
tuaries, sacrilegious murders, and all the orimes of which
hell awaits the terrible accomplishment.”

“ But yet, Reverend Father, by what means ? Can you
devise one? I am ready to carry it out.”

. % Well, sir, the signal—"
At this moment it was announced to the Governor
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that all the clock-makers of the city were assembled in
the guard-room.

“All the clock-makers of the eity!” exclaimed he,
with astonishment.

“I was about to inform you,” ssid Father Emond,
that I had requested them to meet here, in order to ques-
tion them in your presence; for they alone are able to
preserve the unfortunate city from its impending fate.”

“ The clock-makers, Father!”

“Yes, the clock-makers; and for this reason: The
sigaal agreed upon between the Calvinists and the Lord
of Lanoue is the striking of the hour of midnight by the
clock of 8t. Nizier. Now, the idea has occurred to me,
in the absence of better counsel, to change the hours of
all the clocks of the city, so that it shall be impossible
for any one to ascertain the correot time.”

The clock-makers, who were consulted on the spot, de-
clared the suggestion to be practicable, and received or-
ders to proceed forthwith to carry it into execution.

Perplexed and oonfused at the disorderly chiming of
the bells, the traitors did not attempt to fulfil their prom.
ise of opening the gates. Lanoue perceived that he had
been betrayed, and retreated with his forces across the
gountry to Vienna and Valence. Thus was Lyons saved.
Thanks to the perseverance and penetration of Father
Auger, the Governor had been mado acquainted with the
plan of attack, which he could not be brought to believe
until the last moment. Afterward he was able to adopt
the necessary means for guarding against any future
attempt.

The Catholics of Paris and Lyons could not sufficiently
express their gratitade to the Jesuits, whom they regarded
and proclaimed as their deliverers and protectors. It
was decreed by the King that henceforth the Society of
Jesus was authorised to avail themselves of all the be-
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quests which might be made in their favor. Moreover,
the Jesuits were solicited by all the bishops to settle in
their respective dioceses; and they became as popular in
France as they were every-where else. The hatred which
the heretics had conceived for the society was so appar-
ent that there could no longer be any doubt of the quar-
ter whence proceeded the opposition and persecution
which had followed them in all times and in all places.

IV.

TBEROUGHOUT Germany the labors of the Jesuits, under
the enlightened and zealous direction of the celebrated
Canisius, Superior of the Province, were productive of the
most encouraging results, notwithstanding the unceasing
exertions of the partisans of heresy to combat their in-
fluence. From all quarters the provincial received ap-
plications for residences and colleges, which cities and
prinoes volunteered to found and support. Thus, the so-
ciety extended, in a most wonderful manner, throughout
the northern states, where heresy had its first origin, and
where it numbered so many victims. Even Poland pos-
sessed houses and colleges of the Order, for she had heard
the “Apostle of Germany,” as Canisius was surnamed,
and, wherever he appeared, his eminent holiness, brilliant
eloquence, and profound erudition called forth irresistible
and rapturous admiration for the Order of which he was
8o bright an ornament. It seemed that by his mere pres-
ence he triumphed over all the calumnies which the her-
etics had industriously ciroulated against the Society of
Jesus.

Father Canisius had so completely won the respect and
confidence of all the German princes of whom he was
the friend and adviser, that the Pope appointed him his
Legate in that country, with a view to induce them to
openly receive the decisions of the Council of Trent.
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Scarcely had he accomplished this important mission,
when he was ordered, in the same capacity of Legate, to
the Diet of Augsburg, there to represent and uphold the
interests of the Holy See.

Worn out by excessive and unceasing labors, the good
Father appeared to have scarcely a breath of life. Nev-
ertheless, accompanied by Fathers Natale and Ledesma,
he set out on his mission, and assumed his place in the
Diet, where he rendered important services to the Charch,
not ‘only by his vigorous and conclusive speeches against
the sectarians, but by his influence over the Prince Elect-
ors, whose decisions he directed with admirable ability.

After leaving Augsburg, the three Fathers separated, and
entered upon their duties of combating heresy in differ-
ent directions throughout Germany. Under the influence
of their preaching, many of the nobles and their depend-
ents returned to the bosom of the Church. The heretics
desired no better pretext than this to accuse the Jesuits
of conspiracy against the Emperor. This idea, however,
had not even the merit of originality, but the spirit which
had always actuated the enemies and adversaries of the
society had never been satisfied or discouraged. The
Emperor could readily understand the object of such a
charge. On reaching the college of Dillengen, Father
Canisius heard that a young Pole had just made appli-
cation for admittance into the society. The provincial
saw this youth, or rather this child—for he had scarcely
attained his sixteenth year—and was struck by his an-
gelic mildness, his heavenly expression of countenance,
and the extreme modesty of his address. This gentle
boy, descended from a noble and illustrious race, was the
object of persecution to an elder brother, who opposed
his religious vocation. To escape this persecution, he,
who one day was to shine as a brilliant light in the
Church and a model for the young, had sought shelter
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in the college of Dillengen, to reach which he had freely
undertaken a long and fatiguing journey on foot. Father
Canisius, discovering in him unmistakable signs of a true
vocation, sent him to Rome, with a recommendation to
Father Borgia. The angel and the saint at once under-
stood each other, and at first sight their love was mutual.
But the angel preceded the saint in his ascent to heaven.
Scarcely had Stanislaus Kostka entered the novitiate of
St. Andrew, of which he was the most perfect model, than
his angelic soul took its flight to the home of the blessed,
on the Feast of the Assumption, 1568.

In the following year, while Father Canisius was
_preaching the Gospel to the peasants of Elwangen, the
heretics suddenly declared that the illustrious Jesuit,
whom the Catholics gloried in calling the Apostle of
Germany, had at length opened his eyes to the truth.
A chosen soul, said they, like that of Canisius, could not
remain longer in the darkness of Popery; he would soon
openly declare himself in favor. of the Reformation.

This calumnious report spread with such rapidity that
the ecclesiastical authorities became justly alarmed, for it
might give rise to many and important defections. The
Cardinal Archbishop of Augsburg at once informed Ca-
nisius of the current report, and the latter lost not a
moment in repairing to Wurtzburg, whence the calumny
emanated. Having journeyed to the city on foot, he went
through the streets, inviting the people to assemble in the
cathedral, where he was soon followed by such a crowd
that not only was the edifice filled, but the people
thronged around it in great numbers. The holy apostle,
all covered with dust, as he was, after a long and fa-
tiguing journey, ascended the pulpit, and so forcibly and
vigorously refuted the base calumnies, that he was com-
pelled to repeat his discourse three times, in order to sat-
isfy the multitudes that poured in to listen to him.
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Thus were the purposes of the hereties defeated; for,
in his own way, Father Canisius had completely refuted
their odious slander. But the Catholics were not yet
satisfied; they, too, wished to testify to their belief in
the doctrines of the Roman Church, and, desiring their
testimony to be not only authentie, but lasting, they
founded new colleges for the society. Such was the
success that attended the Iast maneuvre of the heretics—-
s success far different from that which they had hoped to
obtain.

The venerable Apostle of Germany found himself over-
burdened with his arduous duties, and implored the
Father-General to relieve him from the onerous position
of Provincial, being fearful lest he should not discharge
its obligations as perfeetly as he could desire ; especially,
83 he had just been commanded by the Sovereign Pon-
tiff to refute a recently published heretical work, in which
the Church was vilely calumniated and ridiculed. He
was succeeded in the government of the German province
by Father Maggio, whose learning and eloquence had al-
ready done so much for the Church in Germany.

From his first entering upon the duties of Provincial,
the Pope confided to the latter 2 most delicate and im-
portant mission to the King of Poland. It was with sor-
tow and regret that this prince saw the sterility of the
Queen; and the Lutherans hoped to turn this unbappy -
circumstance to the profit of the Reformation. At their
instigation, some of the lords of the eourt urged Sigis-
mond to repudiate the Queen, and suggested that, should
_ tlere be any opposition or difficulty in the matter at the

Court of Rome, he had but to throw off its yoke and join
the Reformed religion, which sanctioned divorce. It was
the mission of Father Maggio to dissuade the King from
this course, to which he seemed seriously inelined. The
Jesuit entered upon this delicate undertaking, apd com-
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ducted it with 8o much wisdom and prudence, that the
King declared, firmly and openly, that he would no longer
listen to the suggestion of repudiating the Queen, and
that his intention was to live and die in the bosom of
the Church of Rome.

In the following year, 1571, the King died, bequeath-
ing his library to the Jesuits. Here was another result
‘which the heretics had not foreseen, when, for the pur-
pose of getting the King to join their ranks, they had
urged him to divorce his royal consort.

V.

THE Spaniards, who had ruled Florida since its discov-
ery by Ponce de Leon, in 1512, had rendered their rule
odious to the Floridians, by their tyranny; the result was
that the vanquished were continually revolting against
their victors.

Philip II, desirous of putting an end to these hostili-
ties, commissioned one of the oldest and bravest of his
captains, Don Pedro Menendez, to undertake the subju-
gation and pacification of Florida.

“T feel highly honored by the confidence your Majesty
is pleased to place in me,” replied the brave Menendes.
“My arm and my life are at the King's service; but,
Sire, the first element of submission and pacification is
Christianity, without which all my efforts will be vain.
I beg of your Majesty to allow some priests of the Soci-
ety of Jesus to accompany me; it is the only means of
converting these idolaters, and of maintaining Christianity -
in the colony. With the Jesuits, I will answer for the
success of my mission, no matter how difficult it may be;
without them, I can do nothing in Florida for your Maj:
esty’s service.”

“ Well,” said the King, “I will ask Don Francis Bor-
gia to allow some Fathers to accompany you. You are
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right; the Jesuits alone can subjugate this colony, Span-
isrds as well as Floridians.”

The King, accordingly, wrote to the General of the so-
ciety asking for missiouaries, and Fathers Martinex and
John Roger, and the Coadjutor Francisco de Villareal,
were detailed for that service.

On the 8th of October, 1566, they were in sight of
Florida, but, for want of competent native pilots, it was
found necessary to reconnoitre, in order to select a suita-
ble point to disembark. The captain proposed to some
of his sailors to go on shore and explore the coast.

“We will go, willingly,” replied they, “but on condi-
tion that the Reverend Father Martinez goes with us.”

. “Why do you want the Father to go with you?” asked
Menendez.

“Captain,” said the oldest of the sailors, ‘ the ferocity
of the natives has become proverbial in Spain. If we are
seen, we shall be killed, and if the Father is along with
us, he might conciliate these idolaters and save us; or,
at least, he will assist us to die well.”

“Captain, I am ready!” exclaimed Father Martines.

- These sailors, nine in number, were all Flemings.
They entered the boat with the Jesuit, and rowed toward
theshore. They had but just landed, when a storm arose,
driving before it the vessel of Menendez, which was soon
out of sight, and the sailors and Father Martinez found
themselves abandoned on the coast, where there was no
sign of human life to be found. Where they were they
knew not. Most ardently did they desire to meet one of
the Spanish settlers, but in vain. They longed for the
return of their vessel, but from shore to horizon not a
speck was to be seen. In this forsaken condition they
wandered over the island for four days and nights, hoping
against hope. Their provisions were exhausted, hun-
ger, with all its inexpressible accompaniments, and almost
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certain death, stared them in the face. Food they must
seek. On the fifth day they proceeded further inland,
aseended a stream, and reached the island of Tacatucura.
The Jesuit went in advance, bearing, at the end of a lance,
the holy image of our Saviour. But the islanders had
caught sight of the strangers, and in 8 moment they rushed
upon and surrounded them, drove them into the stream,
where they kept them until they were nearly drowned. The
good Father heroically encouraged his fellow-martyrs.
- The savages comprehended the effect of his words on the
sailors, and they quickly sent his holy spirit to the
realms of bliss by beating him to death with clubs. Two
of the Flemings died near him; the others succeeded in
effecting their eseape, and, returning to the boat, sought
a more hospitable shore, to which, at length, Providenee
directed them. )

In the mean time, the vessel of Don Pedro Menendes,
which the tempest had driven as far as Cuba, was fortu-
nately ensbled to reach ome of the ports of Florida.
Scarcely had they disembarked, when Roger and de Vil-
lareal separated. The former went to preach the Gos-
pel at Carolina, the latter to perform the same Christian
work at Tequesta. Both one and the other planted the
Cross of Christ from place to place along their respective
routes, and took possession of those Infidel districts im
the name of Jesus Christ. The zeal of the Fathers soon
produced such abundant fruits, that they were obliged
to send for additional missionaries. Father Segura, as
Provincial, accompanied by several assistants, who were
ambitious to win the crown of martyrdom, joined them,
and it pleased God soon to afford these heroic souls an
opportunity of testifying their love and fidelity to Him by
the sacrifice of their lives,

The conduet of the Spaniards had been marked by se
much aruelty toward the Floridians, that they had jugs
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reason to fear their vengeance. Toward the close of the
year 1570, fearing a conspiracy on the part of the Florid-
ians, they had massacred several Caciques, and the brother
of one of their victims, the Cacique of Axaca, subjected
the missionaries to that punishment which the colonists
had, by their cruelty, merited. He captured Father
Segura and put him to death, along with those who ac-
companied him, and who, with him, were devoting them-
selves zealously to the service of that province, which
famine had decimated. The martyrdom of these religious,
however, but tended to increase the propagation of the
Gospel in those countries whose soil was wet with their
blood.

The Spaniards, after discovering the immense wealth of
Peru, which they had conquered, saw it become the resort
of all the adventurers of the metropolis. The very dregs
of the people thronged thither to seek their fortunes, and
the most depraved, whose vile passions had reduced them
to the direst necessities, did not hesitate, in order to satisfy
their cupidity, to plunder the Peruvians and subject them
to the most cruel tortures to compel them to give up their
treasures. .

The King of Spain had sent out Dominicans, Augustin-
ians, and Frauciscans to preach the Gospel to the con-
quered people; but the Peruvians, to whom the name of
Spaniard had become odious, rejected the religion which
the missionaries came to teach them, their only aim and
_desire being to shake off the yoke of their conquerors and
return to their savage independence. They were in con-
tinual revolt, and the war was perpetual between the two
peoples.

Philip IT could discover but one means of checking the
cruelties and disorders of the colonists, and to bring the
Peruvians into submission and civilization, and that was
to send the Jesuits among them. He, therefore, wrote.te

16
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Francis Borgia, begging that some members of the society
might be dispatched to Peru, and for that mission the
Father-General appointed eight of the Fathers, naming
Father Geronimo Portillo Superior of the mission.

The news spread among the Peruvians that the King
of Spain, touched with pity at the unhappy condition to
which they had been reduced by the tyranny of the Euro-
pean colonists, was about to send to their assistance some
of the brothers of the great Apostles of the Indies—of
that Francis Xavier, whose name was blessed and revered
throughout every idolatrous country, and even throughout
America, to which the report of his miracles had pene-
trated, The Peruvians wept for joy on hearing the happy
news. They had buried their treasures in order to hide
them from the avidity of the Spaniards, but they were
ready to lay them all at the feet of the brothers of the il-
lustrious Xavier ; they would build palaces, erect churches,
and lavish their wealth, their labors, and their devotedness
upon these Jesuits who were coming to save them.

Toward the end of the month of March, 1568, the mis-
sionaries of the Society of Jesus landed in safety at
Callao, near Lima, looking for that martyrdom which had
been promised them on their departure. But the name
of the great Xavier had smoothed the way for them, and,
under the protection of that venerated name, they found
themselves overwhelmed with homage, respect, and love.
The inhabitants of Lima immediately laid the foundations
of a church and college, which were to be of the most
magnificent character. Father Diego Bracamonte was ap-
pointed rector. In the mean time, Father Portillo, whose
eloquence completely captivated the populace, undertook
the conversion of the Spaniards, while Father Louis
Lopez preached the Gospel to the natives. To another
Father was confided the instruction of the young. At the
same time the Fathers founded a confraternity for youths
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of noble birth, and their zeal was so abundantly blessed by
Almighty God, in all their undertakings, that the city of
Lima became most moral and exemplary. Onesingle year
had sufficed for the Jesuits to effect this marvellous change.

The Archbishop of Lima, Don Geronimo Loaysa, a
Dominican, was, for a time, alarmed upon hearing of the
arrival of the Jesuits in Peru, as the parochial duties
were entirely under the control of the Dominicans. -He
feared disputes, which are at all times to be regretted, but
especially when occurring between two religious orders;
and, besides, he was aware of all that had been done in
Europe to create rivalry between the Jesuits and the
Dominicans. His apprehensions were soon succeeded by
the most implicit coufidence. The humility of the Jes-
units, and their modest deference to those Dominicans who
had the charge of parishes, their spirit of self-denial, their
ardent zeal for the greater glory of God, and the heavenly
blessings which so marvellously seconded their Apostolical
labors, soon won for them the most profound esteem and
the sincere attachment of the pious prelate. Eight mis-
sionaries no longer sufficed, and, in 1569, St. Francis Bor-
gia sent over twelve more, who were received with so
much the more joy by the Peruvians that they spoke their
own language. The new missionaries had availed them-
selves of the time occupied in the voyage to make them-
selves acquainted with this tongue, in order to be able to
exercigse their holy ministry without delay, and with
greater efficacy, in the country places and among the for-
ests. Very soon the bishops, who witnessed the fruits of
salvation produced by the Jesuits, petitioned the General
of the Order for a still greater number of priests. The
Archbishop of Quito, Don Lopesz de Solis, committed the
control of the seminary of that city to the Fathers, and
all expressed a desire to have colleges of the society in
their dioceses. '
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VI

THE Brazilian mission had produced the most satisfac-
tory results, notwithstanding the efforts of the Calvinist
ministers to counteract the mild influence exercised by
the Jesuits. There were several colleges in a state of great
prosperity, and promising the most beneficial results for
the future. Father Ignacio Azevedo, after visiting all the
houses of the Order in these countries, returned to Eu-
rope, where he excited an ardent zeal among the Portu-
guese Fathers to undertake the arduous and perilous
mission of America. He next went to Rome, to lay be-
fore Father Borgia and the Sovereign Poutiff the progress
of Christianity in the colonies of Brazil. He kindled the
same enthusiasm in the Eternal City as he had done in
Portugal, and, after obtaining from the Pope and the
Father-General all the favors he had come to solicit for
the New World, he left Rome to embark at Oporto with
a colony of seventy Jesuits.

The fleet with which they sailed was commanded by
Admiral Vasconcellos. Ignacio Azevedo, with forty of
the missionaries, went on board the San Diego, and the
remainder, under the direction of Fathers Diaz and Fran-
cisco de Castro, divided their numbers between the Ad-
miral’s ship and the galley which earried the orphans,
whom the plague in Lisbon had caused to be abandoned,
and whom the Jesuits had saved, protected, and adopted.

They had not been long at sea, when a violent storm
arose, causing the San Diego to part company with the
other vessels, which were soon out of sight. On nearing
Palma, they were chased by five pirates, cruising under
James Sourie, of Dieppe. Sourie was a bigoted Calvinist,
and his reputation for cruelty was proverbially knowa
on the seas. His band of three hundred were the terror
of the ocean. The San Diego's crew consisted of only
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forty men, and, with this disparity of force, the eoms
mander felt that his capture was inevitable; but he and
his men were determined to defend themselves to the last,
and, addressing Father Azevedo, he said:

“Father, there are a great many of you. Your young
companions are not all priests. Will you allow those
who are not ordained to take part in the almost hopeless
conflict in which we are about to engage? We are Cath-
olics, and the heretics would prefer our death to any
booty they might find.”

“I am persuaded of that,” said the Father; * but, nev~
ertheless, I can not allow that which you desire. Our
young companions, who have been brought up in the holy:
quiet of the sanctuary, and who are called to a ministry
of peace, are unfit for war, and would be useless to you.’
They would render you much greater service by praying
for you all and attending to the wounded.”

On the 15th July, Sourie arrived within hail of the.
San Diego, and summoned the captain to surrender un-
conditionally. The San Diego replied by a broadside,-
and the conflict commenced. Ignacio Azevedo stood on
the deck, holding aloft an image of the ever Blessed:
Virgin, and exciting the ardor of the Catholic soldiery
who were fighting for the faith, He had directed the
younger portion to go below, and only eleven Jesuits re-
mained by his side. Sourie twice attempted to board the
vessel, and was ‘twice defeated in his purpose. Enraged'
at this failare, he ordered his whole force to board the San
Diego, and, with fifty of his men, he leaped on the deck:
‘of the Portuguese vessel, crying, in a voice of thuunder,
“At the Jesuits! Death to the Jesuits! No quarter for
the dogs! They are going to Brasil to propagate their-
false doctrines, and they must be exterminated!”

The struggle was most sanguinary. The captain of-
the San Diego was among the first who fell. ~The Jpsuite
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were in the midst of the melee, receiving in their arma
and imparting a last benediction on the men as they sank
beneath the blows of the heretical pirates. Several of
the Fathers were themselves wounded, but, regardless of
their own sufferings, and of the innocent blood which
flowed so copiously, they continued to bestow all their
care and attention upon the brave sailors who so hero-
ically faced death in defense of the faith. The combat
over, Father Azevedo collected around him his compan-
ions, for now the hour of their doom was at hand; their
martyrdom was to be accomplished, and already the por-
tals of heaven were being opened to receive theix sainted
souls. At the word of their chief, the Calvinists rushed
with fury upon the Jesuits. Benito de Castro was amoung
the first to fall, while repeating an act of faith. Ignacio
Atzevedo received a sabre cut, which laid open his head,-
causing the blood to gush out over his brothers who sur-
rounded him, and the heroic martyr expired, saying :

. 4 Angels and men are witness that I die for the defense
of the Holy Roman Catholic and Apostolic Church!”

On hearing these words, his fiendish executioners rushed
upon his lifeless corpse, and heat it with a demoniac fury.
They then massacred the remainder of their victims, dis-
patching some with the poniard and others by blows in-
flicted with the barrels of their blunderbusses.

. Twenty-eight novices, by order of their Superior, had
taken refuge in the hold at the commencement of the
fight; two others, mortally wounded, joined them after-
ward. The heretics searched for and soon discovered them,
dragged them upon the deck, through the blood, and over
the dead bodies of their brothers, and neither could the
extreme youth, mildness, or modesty of the religious in
the least pacify or conciliate the followers of Calvin. Far
from it: they heaped upon them the grossest indignities,
and applied to them the most derisive and insulting epi-
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thets. This memorable martyrdom took place on a Fri-
day, and the heretics thought to make these angelic
victims transgress the laws of the Church by forcing them
to eat meat; but the heroic youths and martyrs steadfastly
refused to yield to the commands of their persecutors.
The heretics forced into their mouths the prohibited
viand, but it was as quickly ejected and trampled upon.
Their enemies promised to spare their lives if they would
renounce their faith, but they answered by a look, the
expression of which was the strongest protestation of un-
flinching fidelity to the true faith. During an entire
hour, there, in the blood of their brethren who had just
preceded them to heaven, and beside their holy remains,
were they most grossly insulted and outraged, their piety,
humility, and angelic vocation scoffed at. Their execution-
ers at last became tired of this gentle patience and indomi-
table courage. Those who were in orders they sacrilegiously
put to death, by crushing their heads in that place where
the hand of the bishop had marked and consecrated them
for the service of the sanctuary. Others were tied by the
feet, two by two, and thus conveyed to the edge of the ves-
sels, where their tormentors again assailed them with blows
and insults, and precipitated them into the sea without
sscertaining whether they were dead or alive. Two of them
were ill and on the very point of death, yet they received no
mercy; they were insulted, struck, ill-treated, like the rest,
and, like them, cast into the waves. They came upon one
who appeared as if he could not die, notwithstanding the
excessive cruelties that had been practised upon him. To
dispatch him, he was placed at the mouth of a cannon,
and his scattered remains were blown into the air. The
life of Brother Juan Sanchez, who acted as cook to the
missionaries, was spared, the Calvinists revelling in the
idea of being served by a Jesuit. He was ordered to con-
tinue to follow his usual employment as cook, and, al-
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though this cruel fate was far worse than death to him,
he had no choice but to submit.

The horrible butchery was at an end. Thirty-nine mar-
tyrs of the Society of Jesus had just ascended to heaven,
there to receive their crown of martyrdom. Only one was
wanting to make the glorious phalanx of heroes complete,
since Brother Sanchez was doomed to survive those whom
he already looked up to with mingled feelings of envy
and regret. )

“ And I,” suddenly exclaimed a young man, «I, also,
am of the Society of Jesus.”

“You!” said James Sourie. “ You do not wear the habit
of those Papists; you do not deserve death.”

At once the young man bent over the body of one of
the martyrs, which was still stretched on the deck of the
San Diego, stripped it of the blood-stained cassock, clothed
himself with the venerated garment, and said to the for-
midable and blood-thirsty pirate: '

“Behold me now! During the voyage, I admired and
loved the Jesuits, and felt myself called to become one
of them. T asked Father Agzevedo to receive me among
the postulants, which he promised to do, and I beg of
you now to fulfil his word.”

In another second his heroism had received its reward.
This young hero was the nephew of the captain of the
San Diego.* ‘

#On the 21st 8eptember, 1742, Benedict XIV declared the following
forty Jesuits to be martyrs. Their names are here given as we find
them in the history of the Bociety of Jesus, by M. Cretineau Joly :
Ignacio d’Azevedo, Benito de Castro, d’Andrada, Alvarez, Ribeiro,
Fonseca, Mendez, Escrivan, d’Acosta, P. Alvarez de Covillo, D.
Hermandez, Vaena, Antonio SBuarez, Gonzalezs Henriquez, J. Fernan-
dez de Braga, J. Fernandes de Lisbon, Juan de Majorca, Delgallo,
Louis Correa, Em. Rodriguez, Lopez, Pedro Munhoz, Magallanes,

Dings, Gaspar Alvarez, Antonio A. Hernandez, Pacheco, Pedro de
' Fontaurs, Andres Gonzalvez, Percz, Antonio Correa, Amado Vasz,
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James Sourie was in the service of Queen Jane d’Al-
bret, who conferred on him the title of Vice-Admiral.
We must add that this princess publicly censured the
horrible eruelty of the famous corsair, and commanded
him to set at liberty brother Sanchez and the Catholics
of the San Diego.

Admiral Vasconcellos, after having wandered on the seas
for sixteen months, at length made the coast of Brasil,
when he fell in with four French galleys and an English
vessel. This hostile squadron was commanded by the
pirate Capdeville, whose cruelty was only equalled by that
of Sourie, and who was not less devoted to the Calvinistic
cause. He was aware that several Jesuits accompanied
the Admiral’s fleet, and that they were going to preach

" the Gospel to some of the most distant savage tribes of
Brazil. His desire, therefore, was to prevent their land-
ing on a shore where they were awaited with so much
impatience. Above all, he sought the lives of the Jes-
uits, hoping, by this course, to cool the ardor and dimin-
ish the zeal of their brethren, and thus cause them to
abandon the great enterprise which had been so happily
commenced by their predecessors. He gave the order to
attack. The Portuguese displayed the most daring cour-
age. Vasconcellos