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PREFACE.

Wazn I first designed to publish the following sheets, it was
2 matter of some doubt with me, whether or no I should put my
name to them ; for if I did, I considered that I exposed myselfto
the malice of a great body of men, who would endeavor on all
oocasions to injure me in my reputation and fortune, if not in my
life; which last (to say nomore) was no unnatural suspicion ofa
Spaniard, and one in my case, to entertain of some fiery zealots

" of the Church of Rome. '

But on the other hand, I foresaw, that if I conocealed my name,
a great part of the benefit intended to the public by this work
might be lost. For I have often observed,as to books of this
kind, where facts only are related, (the truth of which in the
greatest measure must depend on the credit of the relater,) that
wherever the authors, out of caution or fear, have concealed them-
oelves, the event commonly has been, that even the friends to
the cause, which the facts support, give but a cold assent to
them, and the enemies reject them entirely as calumies, and
forgeries, without ever giving themselves the trouble of ex-
amining into the truth of that which the relater dares not openly
avow. Onthis account whatever, the consequences may be, I
resolved to put my name to this, and accordingly did so to the
first proposals which were made for printing it. -

But, by this means, I am at the same time obliged to say
something in vindication of myself, from several aspersions
which I lie under, and which indeed I have already in a great
degree been a sufferer by, in the opinion of many worthy gentle-
men. The first is, that I never was a priest, becanse I have not
my letters of orders to produce. This, it must be confessed, is a



[ ] PREFACE.

testimonial, without which no one has a right, or can expect to
be regarded as a person of that character; unless he has very
convincing arguments to offer the world, that, in his circum-
stances, no such thing could reasonably be expected from him ;
and whether or no mine are such, I leave the world to judge.
My case was this: -

As soon as it had pleased God by his grace to overcome in me
the prejudices of my education in favor of that corrupt church, in
which I had been rzised, and to inspire me with a resolution to
embrace the protestant religion, I saw, that in order to preserve
my life, I must immediately quit Spain, where all persons, who
do not publicly profess the Romish religion, are condemned to
death. Upon this I resolved to lose no time in making my
escape. but how to'make it was a matter of the greatest difficulty
and danger. However, I determined rather to hazzard all events
than either to continue in that church, or expose myself to certain
death; and accordingly made choice of disguises as the most.
probable method of favoring my escape. The fisrt I made use
of, was the habit of an officer in the army: and as T was sure
there would be strict inquiry and search made after me, I durst
not bring along with me my letters of orders, which, upon my
being suspected in any place, for the person searched after, or
or any other unhappy accident, would have been an undeniable
evidence against me, and consequently would have condemned
me to the inquisition. By this means I got safely to London,
where I was most civilly received by the late Earl Stanhope, to
whom I had the honor to be known when he was in Saragossa.

" He told me that there where some other new converts of my
nation in town, and that he hoped I would follow the command
of Jesus to Peter, viz. 'When thou art converted strengthen thy
brethren. , )

Upon this I went to the late Lord Bishop of London, and by
his lordship’s order, his domestic chaplain examined me three
days together; and as I could not produce the letters of orders,
he advised me to get a certificate from my Lord Stanhope, that
he knew me, and that I was a priest, which I obtained the very
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same day’; and upon this certificate, his lordship received my
recantation, after morning prayers in his chapel of Somerset-
house, and licensed me to preach and officiate in a Speaish con-
gregation composed of my Lord Stanhope, several English
officers, and a few Spanish officers, new converts. By virtue of
this license, I preached two yesrs and eight months, first in the
chapel of Queen’s Square, Westminster, and afterwards in Ox-
enden’s chapel, near the hay-market. But my benefactor, desirous
to settle me in the English church, advised me to go chaplin to
the Preston man-of-war, where I might have a great deal of
leisure to learn the language ; and being presented and approved
by the Bishop of London, the lords of the Admiralty granted
me the warrant or commission of chaplain. Then his lordship,
though he had given his consent in writing, to preach in Spanish
enlarged it in the warrant of the Admirelty, which license I
shall take leave to insert here at large.

‘Whersas the Reverend Mr. Anthony Gavin was recommended
to me by the right honorable Lord Stanhope, and by the same
and other English gentlemen, I was certified that the said Re-
verend Mr. Gavin was a secular priest, and master of arts in the
university of the city of Saragossa, in the kingdom of Arragon,
in Spain, and that they knew him in the said city, and eonversed
with him several times : This is to certify that the said Reverend
Mr. Gavin, after having publicly and solemnly abjured the errors
of the Romish religion, and being thereupon by me reconciled to -
the church of England, on the 3d day of January, 1715-16, he
then had my leave to officiate, in the Spanish language,in the
chapel of Queen’s Square, Westminster; and now being appointed _ *
chaplain of his Majesty’s ship the Preston, has my license to
preech in English, and to administer the sacraments, at home
and abroad, in all the churches and chapels of my diocess.

Given under my hand, in London, the 13th of July, 1720.

Signed JOHN LONDON.

The certificate, licence, and warrant, may be seen at any time,

for 1 have them by me.
After that, the ship being put out of commission, and my Lord
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Stanhope being in Hanover with the king, I came over to Ireland
on.the impartunity of a friend, with a desire to stay here until
my lord’s return into England: - But when I was thinking of
going over again, I heard of my lord’s death, and having in him
lost my best patron, I resolved to try in this. kingdom, whether
I could find any settlement ; and in a fow days after, by the favor
of his grace my Lord Archbishop of Cashel, and the Reverend
Dean Percival, I got the curacy of Gowran, which I served
almost eleven months, by the license of my Lord Bishop of
Ossory, who afterwards, upon my going to Cork, gave me his
letters dismissory. .

I:was in Cork very near a yeat, serving -the cure of a parish
near it, and the Rev, Dean Maunle being st that time in Londan,
‘and T being recommended to.him to preach in his parish church
of Shandon, he went to inquire aboutme to the Bishop of London,
who, and several other persons of distinction, were pleased to
give me a good character, as the Dean on my leaving him did
me the favor to certify under his hand, together with my good
behaviour during my stay in Cork.. S .

Now my case being such as I have reprosented it, ¥ freely
submit it to the judgment of every gentlemen of ingenuity. and
and candour to determine, whether it could be expected from me,
that I should bave my letters of orders to show : and yet whethex
there can be any tolefable reason to suspect my not having been
a priest. I think it might be enough to silence all suspieions on
this account, that I was received as a prisst into the church of
England, and licensed as such to preach and administer .the
sacrements both in that kingdom and this; and I hope no one
- ean imagine, that any of the bishops of the best constituted and
governed churches upon earth, would admit any person to 80
sacred a trust, without their being fully satisfied that he was in

I shall, on this ococasion, beg leave to mention what the Bishop
of London said to me, when I told him I had not my letters of
orders, but that my Lord Stanhope, and other gentlemen of
houour and credit, who knew me in my native city of Saragosss,
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would certify, that I there was esteemed, and officiated as a
priest. Bring such a certificate, said he, and I will receive and
license you ; for I would rather depend upon it, than any letfers
of orders you could produce, which, for ought I could tell, you
might have forged.

I hope what I have here said may convince ever my enemies,
of my being a clergyman : And how I have behaved myself as
such, since I came into this kingdom, I appeal to those gentlemen
I conversed with in Gowran, Gortroe and Cork, and for this last
year and a half, to the officers of Col. Barrel, Brigadier Napper,
Col. Hawley, Col. Newton, and Col. Lance’s regiments, who
I am sure will do me justice, and I desire no more of them ; and
upon an inquiry into my behaviour, I flatter myself that the
pablie will not lightly give credit to the ill reports spread abroad
by my enemies..

Another objection raised against me is, that l have peljumd
myself in discovering the private confessions which were made
tome. In one point indeed they may call me perjured, and it ia
my oomfort and glory that I am so in it, viz : That I have broke
the oath I took, when I was ordained priest, which was, to live
and die in the Roman Catholic faith.  But as to the other per-
jary charged upon me, they lie under a mistake ; for there is no
oath of secrecy at all administered to confessors, as most protes-
tants imagine, Secrecy indeed is recommended to all confesgors
by the casuists, and enjoined by the councils and popes so
strictly, that if a confessor reveals (except in some particular
eases) what is confessed to him, s8¢ as the penitentis diseovered,
he is to be punished for in the inquisition; which, it must be
owned, is a more effectual way of enjoining . se(:reoy than oaths
themselves.

However, I am far from imagining, that because in this case
1 have broken no oath, I should therefore be guilty of no crime,
though I revealed every thing which was committed to my trust
as a confessor, of whatever ill consequence it might be to the
penitent ; no, such a practice I take to be exeeedmgly criminal,
and I do, from my soul, abhor it.

2
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But nevertheless there are cases where, by the constitution of

the chyrch of Rome itself, the most dangerous secrets may and
ought to be revealed: Such as thase which are called ¢ reserved
cases," of which there are many; some reserved to the Pope
himself, as keresy ; some to his apostolic commissary or deputy,
a8 incest ¢n the firgt degree ; some to the Bishop of the diocess,
ag the setling a neighbour’s house on fire. Now in such cases
the confessor cannat ebsolve the penitent, and therefore he is
obliged to reveal the confession to the person to whom the ab-
solution of that sin is reserved ; though indeed he never mentions
the penitent’s name, or any circumstance by which he may be
" discovered.
r Aguin, there are other cases (such es a conspiracy against ihe
life of the Prinee, or a iraitorous design lo overturn the governmeny
which the confessor is obliged in conscience, and for the safety
of the public, to reveal.

Baut bpsides all these, whenever the pauentl‘c appens
to have any thing of an uncommon difficulty in it, on pru-
denee, and a due regard ta the faithfnl discharge of his office,
will oblige n confesser to diseover it to men of experience and
judgment in casuistry, that he may have their advicé how to
proceed in it: And that is what confbssors in Spain mot only
may do, but ave bound by the word of a priest to do wherever
they have an oppartunity of comsulting a college of confes-
sors, oz, as it is commenly called, a moral academy.

1 pelieve it may be of some service on.the present occasion, to
inform my readers what those moral academies are, which are to
be met mththroughspun,maverymtyandmwnwhereﬁ:m
is & number of secular and ragular priest: But I ghall speak
only of those in the city of Saragosga, ae being the most pexfectly
acquainted with them.

A moral acedemy is a callage or assembly comsisting of
seversl Father confeesars, in whioh esch of them propases
mamonlmwhnhhuhapponedw him in confession, with
an exact and particular acceunt of confession, withewt mentianing
the penitont’s name: And the propoment having dene this, every

member is to deliver his opinion upom it. This is constantly
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practised every Friday, from two of the clock in the afternoon,
till six, and sometimes till eight, as the cases proposed happen
to be more or less difficalt. But when there is an extraordinary
imriéate case to be resolved, and the members cannot agree in
the resclution of it, they send one of their assembly to the great
scademy, Which is a college composed of sixtéen casuistical
doctors, and four professors of divinity, the most learned and
bxperieficed 1h moral cases that may be had : and by them the
case ini débate is resolved, 4tid the resolutior of it entered in the
books of the academy by the consent bf the president and mem-
bers.

The academy of the holy trinity, founded and very nebly en-
dowed by Archbishop Gamboa, is one of the most famous in the
city of Saragossa; end of it I was member for three years.
1 was very young and inexpert in cases of censcience,
when 1 was first licensed to be a comfessor; for the Pope
having dispensed with thirteen months of the time reqiured by
the cannons for the age of a priest (for which I paid sixty
pistoles) I was ordained before I was twenty three years old,
by Don Antonio Ibaunes de Ia Rivae de Hervers, Archbishop of
- e i gon, and &t the same #me

ons of both sexes. In order
ly to qualify myself for the
dent way to apply as soon as
s learned society, and as it
) succeed.
by the founder ¢o this academy
srson who is chosen a mem-
to promise upon the word of
y 2 faithful account of all the.
he week before, whioh have
solved: yet 8o as not 1% mem-
e penitents may be known.
ks, where the secretary enters
all the eases proposed and resolved every Friday ; and every '
third year there is, by the consent of the president and members
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shall only say, that as the corrupt practices, which are the sub-
jeot of it, first set me upon examining into the principles of the
charch of Rome, and by that means of renouncing them; so 1
thought that the making of them public might happily produce
the same effect in some others. .

I did design on this occasion to give a particular account of
.the motive of my conversion, and leaving Spein; but being con-
fined to four hundred pages, I must leave that and some other
things relating to the sacrements of the church of Rome, to the
second part, which I intend to print if the public think £t to ea-

courage me.

1 must beg the reader’s pardon for my presumption in writing
to him in his own language, on so short an acquaintance ss 1
have with it. I hope he will excuse the many mistakes 1 have
committed in the book: I shall be very well plessed to be told of,
and I shall take the greater care to avoid them in the second part.

PREFACE TO THIS EDITION.

The preceding preface, which was written by the original au-
thor of this valuable work, is published in his own words, in
order that the reader may understand his motives and viewsin
disclosing the important facts which had come to his knowledge
in relation to Popery. Having abjured the errors of the Romish
religion, he felt constrained to warn others of the insidious arts to
which he had been himself the victim, and to point out the
absurd contrivances by which the priesthood of that denomination
impose upon the credulity of the ignorant and unsuspecting. In
doing this he has given to the world a mass of facts which cannot
be disbelieved, nor controverted, and which must satisfy every
intelligent mind of the gross fallacy of the doctrines of that
ancient church, and the dreadful corruptions practised by those
‘who administer its concerns,

.,
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To stake this cempilation miore complets, We Kave udded to
&hoﬁginﬂ!n’rkof-ﬂrﬂnin, an socount of ¢ The Inqulsition
df Goa,” by the celebratad Dr. Bushanan, who travélled snd w6
sidéd in Asiaj ai secoemt of “Thelnquiiiﬁon at Mcerity v
llaly," by Mr. Bower.

! |
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Thoygh a priest cannot be licensed, by the conons
of their church, to hear men’s confessxons, til ‘he is
thirty years, nor to confess women till forty years of
age, yet ordinarily he gets a dispensation from the
bishop, to whom his probity secrecy, and sober con-
versation are represented by one of the diocesan® ex-
aminators, his friend, or by some person of imetest

# Those that aro appointed by the blahop, to examine thm
that are to be ordained, or licensed to preach and hear confessions.
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with his lordship ; and by that means he gets a con-
fessor’s license, most commonly, the day he gets his
letters of orders, viz.: Some at three-and-twenty, and
some at four-and-twenty years of age, not only for
men, but for women’s confessions also. I say,some
at three-and-twenty; for the Pope dispenses with
thirteen months, td those that pay a sum of money;
of which I shall speak in another place.

To priests thus licensed, to be judges of the tribu-
nal of conscience, men and women discover their sins,
their actions, their thoughts, nay, their very dreams,
if they happen to be impure. 1 say, judges of the tri- -
bunal of concsience ; for when they are licensed, they
ought to resolve any case (let it be ever so hard) pro-
posed by the penitent: And by this means it must
often happen, that a young man who, perhaps, does
not know more than a few definitions (which he has
learned in a little manual of some casuistical authors)
of what is sin, shall sit in such a tribunal, to judge,
in the most intricate cases, the consciences of men, and
men too that may be his masters.

I saw a reverend father* who had been eight-and-
twenty years professor of divinity in one of the most
considerablet universities of Spain, and one of the
most famous men for his learning, in that religion,

* Fr. James Garcia.

1 The University of Saragossa, in the Kingdom' of Arragon, in,
Spain, which, according to their historians, was built by Sertori-
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kneel dovwn before a young*® priest of twenty-four
years of age, and confess his sins to him. Who
would not be surprised at them both ? A man fit to
be the judge, to act the part of a criminal beford dir
ignorant judge, who, I dm sute, conld scarcely then
tell the titles of the Summe Morales.t _

Nay, the Pope, notwithstanding all His tnfallibitity,
doth kneel down before his confessor, tell himm his
sing, heareth’ lis cotrection, and teceives and performs
whatever penance he imposeth upon him. This is
the only difference betwreen the Pope’s conféssor, and
e confessor of Kings and other persons, that alt
éofifessors sit down o tear the Kings and other
persons, but the Pope’s confedsor kneels down him-
gelf o hedt the Holy Father. What, the holy one
tpoh éarth hiimble himself 4s a smner? Holiness
4hd Wi ih one and the samé siibject, is a plain con-
tradiction in terms. ,

If we ask thé Romian-Catholics, Why so learried
men, and the Pope, do so? They will answer, that’
they do it out of 1 reverence to such a sacrament, out
of humihty, and to give a token and testxmon‘y of
their hearty sorrow for their sins. And as for the
Pope, they say he does it to show an example of hu-
mility, as Jesus Christ did, when he washed the
Apostles’ feet. :

This answer is true, but they do not say the whole

: *%étlﬂnghabpeﬁbdtd&ﬁb%enlmiﬁyeﬁréohge
41 Wi Moral Sumin. Ohisp. xvili. of the vequisiton of o trhe
penitent. )
3
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truth in it; for, besides the aforesaid reasons, they
have another, as Molina tells them, viz: That the
penitent ought to submit entirely to his confessor’s
correction, advice, and penance ; and he excepts no
body from the necessary requisite of a true penitent.
Who would not be surprised (I say again) that a man
of noted learning would submit himself to, a young,
unexperienced priest, as to judge of his conscience,
take his advice, and receive his correction and pen-
ance'? . .

What would a Roman-Catholic say, if he should
see one of our learned bishops go to the college to
consult a young collegian in a nice point of divinity ;
nay, to take his advice, and submit to his opinion ?
Realy, the Roman would heartily laugh at him, and
with a great deal of reason; nay, he could say, that
his lordship was not right in his senses. Whatthen
can a protestant say of those infatuated, learned men
of the church of Rome, when they do more than what
is here supposed?

As to the Pope (I say) it is a damnable opinion to
compare him, in this case, to our Saviour Jesus; for
Christ knew not sin, but gave us an example of hu-
mility and patience, obedience and poverty. He
washed the apostles’ feet ; and though we cannot
know by the Scripture whether he did kneel down
or not to wash them: Suppose that he did, he did it
only out of a true humility, and not to confess his sins.
But the Pope doth kneel down, not to give an ex-
ample of humility and patience, but really to confess
his sins: Not to give an example of obedience ; for,
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being supreme pontifex, he obeys nobody, and as-
sumes a command over the whole world ; nor of pov-
erty ; for Pope and necessity dwell far from one
another. And if some ignorant Roman-Catholic
should say, that the Pope, as Pope, has no sin, we
may prove the contrary with Cipriano de Valeria,*
who gives an account of all the bastards of several
Popes for many years past. The Pope’s bastards, in
Latin, are called nepotes. Now mind, O reader,
this common saying in Latin, among the Roman-
Catholics : Solent clerica fitois suos vocare sobrinos
aut nepotes: That is, the priests use to call their
own sons cousins or nephews. And when we give
these instances to some of their learned men, (as I
did to one in London,) they say, vngelorum est pec-
care, hominumgque penitere: i. e. It belongs:to an-
gels to sin, and to men to repent. By this they ac-
knowledge that the Pope is a sinner, and nevertheless
they call him His holiness, and the most Holy father.

Who then would not be surptised to see the most
holy Jesus Christ’s vicar on earth, and the infallable
in whatever he says, and doth submit himself to con-
fess his sins to a man, and a man too that has no
other power to correct him, to advise and impose a
penance upon the most holy one, than what his heli-
ness-has been pleased to grant him? Every hody
indeed that has a grain of sense of rehgxbn, and re-
flects seriously on it.

I come now to their Luricular Confession, and of

* The lives of the Popes, and the sacrii;we of Mass.
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the ways and methods they practise and observe in
the confessing of their sins, There is among them
two ranks of people, learned and unlearned. The
learned confess by these three general heads, thought,
word, and deed, reducing into them 3ll ports of sins,
The unjearned confess the ten commandments, die-
covering by them all the mortal sins which they have
gomupitied singe their Jast confession. 1 say mogtal
sins ; for s (o the venial sing or sing of 2 small matter,
the opinion of their casuistical authors? is, they are
washed away by the sign of the crosy, or by sprink-
ling the face with the holy water. Ta the diseovery of
the moytal sing, the fathex copfessor doth very mueh
help the penitent ; far ha somstimes, ont of pure zeal,
but most commonly out of cyriosity, asks them many
questions to know whether they do remember ell -
their sips or not? By thess and like questions, the
confessors do more mischief than good, especially to
the ignorant people and young women ; for perhaps
they do not know what simple fornicationis?> What
yolyntary or involuntary pollution? What impure
desire? What simple motion of our hearts? What
telapse, reincidence, or reiteration of sins? and the
like ; and then by the confessors indiscregt questions,
the penitents learn things. of whieh they npeves hagd
. .*Parez, Irvibarren, and Salazar, in his 'compend Moral.
Sect. 13, de vitiis etpeeeaﬁa gives a catalogue of the veénial sins,
and says, among others, that to eat flesh on a day prohibited by
the church, withoys minding it, was sp. To Lill 3 man, thaow-
ing a stone through the window, or being drunk, or in the first
motion of his passion, are venial sins, &o.
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dreamed before; and when they come to that tribu-
pal with a sincere, ignorant heart, to regeive advice
and instruction, they go home with light, knowledge,
and an ideg of sins unknown to them before.

I said that the confessors do agk questions, most
rommonly oyt-of curipsity, thaugh they are wamed
by their casuistical apthors to be prudent, discreet,
#pd very cautious in the guestions they ask, espe-
gially if the penitent be p young woman, or an igno-
rant ; for a3 Pineda says,* It is better to let them go
ignorant thap instrncted in new sins, But eontrary
to this good maxim, they ¢t8 so indiscreet in this
point, that I saw in the city of Lisbon, in Portugal,a
girl of tan years of age, coming from church, ask her
mother what deflouring was? For the father confessor
had asked her whether she was defloured ar not?
And the mother, more discreet than the confessor,
told the girl, that the meaning was, whether she took
delight in smelling flowers or not? And so she
stopped her child’s curiosity. But of this and many
:gaer indigcretions, I shall speak more particulaily by

by.

Now observe, that asa pemtent cannot hide any
thing from the spiritnal judge, ¢lse he would make a
sacrilegious cenfession ; e I canpot hide any thing
from the public, which is to. be my hearer, and the
tpmporal judge of my work, else I should betray my
eqnacioncg : Therefere, (to the best of my memary,
apd as ope that expects to be called before the dread-

* Tract, de Penit. Sect. J. sect. vii.

2y



22 HISTORY OF THE

ful tribunal of God, on account of what I now write
and say, if I do not say and write the truth from the
bottom of my heart,) I shall give a faithful, plain ac-
count of the Roman’s auricular confession, and of the
most usual questions and answers between the con-
fessors and penitents ; and this I shall do in so plain
a style that every body may go along with me.

And first, it is very proper to give an account of
what the penitents do, from the time they come into
the church till they begin their confession. When
the penitent comes into the church, he takes holy
water and sprinkles his face, and, making the sign of
the cross, says, per signum crucis de inimicis nos-
tris libera nos Deus noster: In momine Patris et
Filii, et Spiritus Sancti. Amen. i. e. By the sign of
the cross deliver us our God from our enemies, in
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Ghost. «2men. Then the penitent goes on,
and kneels down before the great altar, where the
great host (of which I shall speak in another place) is
kept in a neat and rich tabernacle, with a brass or
silver lamp, hanging before it, burning continually,
night and day. There he makes a prayer, first to
the holy sacrament of the altar, (as they call it) after
to the Virgin Mary, and to the titular saints of the
church. Then turns about upon his knees, and visits
five altars, or if there is but one altar in the church
five times that altar, and says before each of them
five times, Pater noster, &c. and five times Jve Ma-
ria, 8ic. with Gloria Patria, &c.

Then he rises, and goes to the confessionary : i. e.
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'The confessing place, where the confessor sits in a
chair like our hackney chairs, which is most com-
monly placed in some of the chapels, and in the
darkest place in the church. The chairs, generally
speaking, have an iron grate at each side, but none
at all before: and some days of devotion, or on a
great festival, there is such a crowd of people that
you may see three penitents at once about the chair,
one at each grate, and the other at the door, though
only one confesses at a time, whispering in the con-
fessor’s ear, that the others should not hear what he
says ; and when one has done, the other begins, and
20 on : But most commonly they confess at the door
of the chair, one after another ; for thus the con-
fessor has an opportunity of knowing the penitent :
And though many gentlewomen, either out of bash-
fulness, shame, or modesty, do endeavor to hide
their faces with a fan, or veil, notwithstanding all
this they are known by the confessor, who if curious,
by crafty questions brings them to tell him their
names and houses, and this in the very act of con-
fession, or else he examines their faces when the
confession is over whilst the penitents are kissing
his hand or sleeve ; and if he cannot know them
this way, he goes himself to give the sacrament, and
then every one being obliged to show her face,
is known by the curious confessor, who doth this not
without a private view and design, as will appear at
the end of some private confessions.

The penitent then kneeling, bows herself to the
ground before the confessor, and makes again the
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sign of the cross in the aforésaid fdrm ¢ and having
in her hand the beads, or rosary ¢f the Virgin Mary,
begins the general confession of sins, which somé say
in Latin, and some in the vuigar tongue ; therefote it
seems proper to give a copy of it both in Latin and
English :—

Confiteor Deo Omnipotenti ; beatae Manae setper
Virgini, beato Michaeli Archangelo, beato Joanni
Baptistae, sanctis apostolis Petto et Pauld, onmibus
sanctis, et tibi, Pater ; quia peccavi nimis cogitatoine,
verbo, et opere, mea culpa, mea cilpa, mea maxima
culpa: Ideo precor beatam Mariam semper Virginem,
beatum Michaelem Archangelum, beatum Joannem
Baptistam, sanctos apostolos Petrum ét Paulum,
omnes sanctos, et te, Patér, orare pro me ad Dominun
Deum nostrum. Amen.

I do confess to God Almighty; to the blessed Ma.ry,
always a Virgin, to the blessed Archingel Michael,
to the blessed John Baptist, to the holy apostles Pefer
and Paul, to all the saints, and to thee, O Father,
that I have too much sinned by thought, word, and
deed, by my fault, by my fault, by my greatest fault.
Therefore I beseech the blessed Mary, always. a
Virgin, the blessed Archangel Michael, the blessed
John Baptist, the holy apostles Peter and Paul, all
the saints, and thee, O Father, to pray to God our
Lord for me. «men.

This done, the penitent raises him from his pros-
tration to. his knees, and touching with his lip either
the ear or cheek of the Spiritual Father, begins to
discover his sins by the ten commandments: And
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here it may be negessazy to give atrambtionoftheir
ten commendments,'word for sord. . -

.The. comimandments of the law of God are: tem
The three first do pertain to the howier of Goil;. and
the ather seven to the. hensefit of oun neighbor. . ;.

<.« L 'Thou shalt love qu.aboma.llthlnga g
L Thou shalt notsweax, . , .

L. - Thou.shalt sanetify) the holy daya. .

IV. Thou shalt honer thy fathér and mathez.

-+ ¥. Thou shalt not kill ¢ -
*. V1. Thou shalt not commit fqrniqauon.

‘VII.  Thou shalt not steal, .. = - :

VIII. _.Thou shalt not bear false ww;ess nar lm
IX.: Thou shalt not-covet thy. neighbor’s wife,,,

. X Thau ;shalt.not. covqt the things which are

othea:’s -

, These ten commandmentq are mmpnsecl in two,

viz: To serve and. love God, and thy neighbor as

thyself.  fdmen. -

Now, not to forget any thmg that may mstmct tbe
public, it is to the purpose to give an aocount of the
little children’s confessmns I meap of thoge that
have not yet attained  the sventh year of then' age;
for at seven they begin most commoply to receive the
sacrament, and confess in private with all the for-
malities of their church, C e )

There is in every city, in every pansh, in every
town andvﬂlage a Lent. preacher ; and there is byt
one dxﬁ‘erenee among them, viz. : that some pxgachprs
preach every day in Lent; some. three sermponsin a
Wweek ; some two, viz.: on Wednesdays and Sundays,

4

AR
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and ‘some -only on Sundays, amd thé holy ‘days
that happen to fall in Lent. 'The preacher of the
parish pitches upon one day of the week, most com-
monlyiin the middle of’ Lent, to hear the children’s
confessions, and gives notice tvthe congregation: thi
Sunday :before, that every father of :a family may
send his children, both boys and . girls; to church, on
the day appeinted, in*the afternoon. The mothers
dress their: children the best they can thit day; and
give them the offering money for the expiafion of
their sins.  That ‘aftermoon is a holy day ‘i the
parish, not by precept, but by custom, for no- parish-
ionet, either old or young, man or woman, riisseth
to go and hear the children’s confessions. For ‘it is
reckoned, among them, & ‘greater diversion than a
comedy, as you may judge by the following account.
* Thé day appointed, the children ‘repair to church
at three of the clock, where the preachér ‘is waiting
for them with a long reed in his hand, and when all
ate together; (Sometimes 150 in number, 4nd’ some-
times less;) the revefend Father placeth them in a
circle round himself, and then kneeling down, (the
children also doing the same,) makes the sign of the
ctoss, and says a short prayer. - This done, he ex-
horteth the childten to hide no siri- ‘from him, but to
tell him all they have committed. Then he strikes
with his reed, the child whom he desighs to confess
the first, and azks him the following questions:
Confessor. How long is it since you Jastconfessed ?
Boy Fathier, a whole year, 0 or the last Lent Lo
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Cond. . And' how many sins have you commmd
from that time till nawe 2

-Boy. Two dozen. . - K

Now the confessor askis round about

Conf. And you? .

- Boy. A thousand and ten.

Another will 48y a bag full of simall lies, and ten
big sins; and so-ome aﬁer another answers, and tefls
many chil&ish things. o

Conyf. But pray, you say that you have comnneee&
ten big sins, tell me how blg’ :

‘Boy: As big as a tree. ' ' ,""

~ Conf. But tell me the sins. - ‘

'Boy. There is one sin I eommitted, wlnch I dp.re
not tell your reverence before all the people ; for
somebody here present will kil me, if he hearéth me.

 Conf. Well come otit of the eirdle, and tell it me.

They béth go out, and with a loud veice, he tells
him,; that such a day he stole a nest of sparrows from
a tree of another boy’s, and that if he knew it, he
would kill him.. Then beth come again imto the
circle, and the father asks ather bays and girls so
meany ridiculous questions, and-the children answer
him %0 many pleasant, innoeent things, that the con-
gtegetion laughs a1l the while. ' One will say, that
his sins are red, another that one ef his sins is white,
one black, dind one green, and in these trifling ques-
tions they spend two hours® time. 'When the eon-

. gregation’s weaty of laughing; the Gonfessor gives:
the ehildren p correctiop, and: bids them' net'to i
arvy niove, for u black boy taliex-adong wis: him ithe
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wicked children : Then he asks the.offéring, aid after
he has got all from them, gives them: the penanee for:
their sins. To one he says, I give you for penance,
to eat a sweet.cake ; toanother, net to' go- to -schoolk
the day following; to another, to desire his mother
to buy him a new hat, and such things as these ; and
proncuncing the worils of absolution, he dismisseth
the congregation with y@men so be it,, every .year. -
These are the firgf foundation of the Romish reli-
gion for youth. Now, O reader!.You may make re-
flections upon it, and the more you will reflect, so.
much more you will hate the corruptions of that
communion, and it shall evidently appear to yqu,
that the. serious, religious instruction of our church,
as to the youth, is reasonable, solid, -and without,
reproach. O! that all Protestants would remember
the rules they learned from. their youth; and practise
them while they live ! Sure I am, they .should be like
angels on earth, and blessed forever after death, in:
heaven. = . . - , o S
. From seven till fifteen, there is no extraordinary
thing to say of* young people, only that from seven.
years of age, they begin to confess in private. The
confessars have very little trouble with such young
people, and likewise little profit, except with a Puella,
who sometimes begins at twelve years the course of
a lewd life; and then the Confessor finds busingss;and
profits enough, when she comes to confess.. Now I
come to give an account of several private counfes-
sions of both gexes, beginning from people of fifteet
years of age.  The confession is a dialogue betiween:
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the Spirtual Father. and the penitent ; therefore I
shall deliver the confessions in a way of dialogue.
The letter C. signifies Confessor,and several other
lettera the names of the penitents..
The confession of a young woman in Saragossa, whom I shall
.-oalf Mary. And this I set down chiefly to show the common
form. of their confessing penitents. = The thing was not public
“and therefore I give it under a supposed name,
- Confessor. How long is it since you last confessed?
Mary. 1t ja two years and two months. .
-.Con{. . Pray, do you know the oommandmem of
our holy,mother, the church? -
| Mary. Yea, Father, -
. Conf, Rehearsethem. =
Mary, The commandmems of our holy mother,
the church: are five., 1. To hear Mass.on Sundays
and Holy days, 2. To confess, at least, once in a
year, and oftener, if there be danger of death. . 3.To
receive the eucharist. 4. To ﬁu;t. & To pay tithes
and Primitia.*
Conf. Now rehearse the seven sacraments, ,
Mary. The sacraments of the holy mother, the
chnrch are seven. 1. Baptism. 2. Confirmation.
3 Penance. 4. The Loxd’s supper. 5. Extreme
unction, 6. Holy orders. 7. Matrimony.—A4men.
Conf. You see in the second commandment of the
church, and in the third, among the sacraments, that
you are obliged to- gonfess. overy year, . Why - then,
- * Primitia is to pay, besides the tenth, one thirtieth part of thet

frmtsoftheearth,towardstbempurofthe clmrch voatmeau.
&e. .
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have you neglected so muuh longeratmtoﬁiﬂ
the precept of our holy mother? - =

- Mary. As1 was young, and a great simm-, 1 was
ashamed, reverend Father, to confess my sins to the

priest of our. parish, for fear he:should know-me by

some -passages of my life, which would be prejudicial
to me, and to se'veral ofher persons relhved to my
famnly :

* Conf. But-you know that it is'thb indiepansable
duty of the minister of the' parish,to' expbse.in' the
ehureh, after Easter, all-those ‘who have: not -eonfés-
sed, nor received the sacrament before that:tiine. '

Mary. 1 do know it very well ; but ¥ went. out-of
the city towards the middle of Lent, arid § did not
eome back again till after Haster; and when'T' was
asked in the' country, whether I had conféssed’ thae:
Lent or not? I said, that T had dohe it ‘i’ the eitys
and when the minister of the parish askéd' me- the
samé question, I told him, I had-done it in the coun-
try. So, with this lie, I freed myself from the’ pub-

lic censure of'the chareh, =~ - - - A
Conf. And did you perform the last penaneb im-
posed upon you? -

Mary. Yea, Figher, but not with fhat exa:ctne&s 1'
was commanded. : .

Conf. What was the penance’® e

. Mary. To fast threé days-upon ‘bread 'and -watér,
and to give ten reals of plate," andto wyﬁvemwses:
fox. the  souls in, purga.tory, Idid pe;fom theﬁrct,

'Amdofphteuahmtmmpmeofmmmmhdaﬂ-
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but not the second, because I eould not get maney
fer it unknown te my parents at that time

.. Conff. Do you promme me to perform 1tas'soonas
you €an? - - . -

Mary. 1 have the money here, which I will luvc
with you, and you may say, or order another priest
to say the Masses.

Conf. Very well: but tell me now, 'what reason,
bhave yeu to come and confess out of the time ap-
pomted by the church?. Is it for devotion, to quiet
your conscience, and merely to make your peace with
God Almighty, or soms worldly end?

. Mary. .Good Father, pity my condition, and pray
[mt xae ip the right way of salvation, for I am ready
to despair of God’s mercy, if yon do not quiet and
ease my troubled conscience. Now I will answer to
your question: the reason is, because a gentleman
who, under promise of marriage, has kept me these
two last years, is dead two months age; and I have
vesolved in my heart to retire myself into a monas- .
tery, and to end there my days, serving God and his
holy mother, the Virgin Mary.

-Conf. Do not take any resolution precxpxta;ely, for,
may be, if your passion grows cool, you will alter
your mind ; and I suspect, with a great deal of r reason,
that your repentance is not sincere, and.that. .you
come to confess out of sorrow for the’ gentleman’s
death, more than out of sorrow for your sins; and if
it be so, I advise you to take more time to consider
the state of your conscience, and. to comp to me 8
fortnight hence.
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Mary. My Father, all the world shall not alter my
mind, and the daily remorse of my-corseience btings
me to your feet, with a full resolution: to dorifess all
my sins, in order to obtain absolutlon, and ‘to live &
new life hereafter. . . - A

Conf. If it is'so, let us, in the name of God begin
'the confessmn, and I require of you not to forget any
circumstancé of sin, which may contribute to ease
your conscience. Above all, I desire of you 'to’ lay
aside shame, while you confess your sins ;- for, sup-
pose that your sins exceed the number of stars, of
the nymber of the sands of the sea, God’s merey is
infinite, and accepts of- the true, penitent ‘heart} for
he wills hot the'death of a sinner, but that le should
repent and turn to him. '

* Mary. 1 do desizn to open freely’ my heart to you,
and to follow your adnce, as to the spmtual course
of my life.

Conf. Begin then by the first commandmént

Mary. 1 do confess, in this commandment, that I
have not loved God above all things ; for all my care,
these two years past, has been to please Don Fran-
cisco, in whatever thing he desired me, and, to the
best of my memory, I did not think of God, nor’ of
his mother, Mary, for many months together o

Conf. Have you constantly frequented'the asssem-
blies of the faithful, and heard Mass on Sundays, and
holy days? .

Mary. No, Father; sometimes I have been fdur
months without going to church. e
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C’m/‘ You have done a great injury to your soul,

and you have given a great scandal to your neighbors.
" Mary, As for the. first, I own it, for every Sunday
and holy day I went out in the morning, and in so
populous a city, they could not know' the church I
used to resort to.

Conf. Did it come into your mind all this while,
that God would punish you for your sins?

Mary. Yea, Father: but the Virgin Mary is my
advocate I keep her image by my bedside, and
" used to address my prayer to her every night before

I went to bed, and I always had a great hope in her.

Conf. If your devotion to the Virgin Mary is so
fervent, you must believe that your heart is moved
to repentance by her influence and mediation; and
I charge you to continue the same devotion while
you live, and fear nothing afterwards.

Mayry. That is my design.

Conf. Go on.

Mary. The second. commandment is, Thou shalt
not swear. I never was guilty of swearing, but I
have a custom of saying, Such a thing is so, as sure
aatbereuaGodiahMen-‘andthisIreputvery

. often every day.

Conf. That is a sinful custom, for we cannot swear
nor affirm’ any thing by heaven or earth, as the
Scripture tells us; and less by Him who has the
throne of his habitation in heaven: so you must
break off that custom, or else you commit a sin every
time you make use of it. Go on.

Mary. The third is, Thow shalt sanctify the holy

5
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days. 1have told you already, my spiritual Father,
that I have neglected, sometimes, to go to Mass, four
months together ; and to the best of my memory, in -
these two years and two months, I have missed sixty
Sundays and holy days goingio Mass, and when I
did go, my mind was so much taken up with other
diversions, that I did not mind the requisite dgvotion,
for which I am heartily sorry.

" Conf. I hope you will not do so for.the future ;
and se, go on.

Mary. The fourth is; Thou shalt lxmorfathar
and mother. I have father and mother ; as to my -
father, I do love, honor and fear him ; as to my
mother, I do confess, that I have answered and aeted
contrary to the duty, respect, and reverence due to
her, for her suspecting and ‘watching my actions and
falsesteps, and giving me a christian coerrection : 1
have abused her, nay, sometimes, I have lifted up
my hand to threaten her ; and these proceedings of
© mine towards my good mother, torture now my heart.

Conf. 1 am glad to observe your grief, and you
may be sure, God will forgive you these and other
sins upon your hearty repentance, 1!' youu pemvere :
init. Goon. .

Mary. The fifth is, Thou shalt not kill. I have
not transgressed. this commmandment effectively amd
immediately, but I have done it affectively and me-
diately, and at second hand ; for a gentlewoman,
who was a’ great hindrance to my designs, onoe pro-
voked me to such & pitch, that I put in execution all
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the means of revenge I could think of, and gave ten
pistoles to an assassin, to take away her life.

Conf. And did he kill her ?

Mary. No, Father, for she kept her house for
three months, and in that time we were reconciled,
and now we are very good friends. -

Conf. Have you asked her pardon, aad told her
your design ?

Mary. 1 did not tell her in oxpreutems, but 1
toid her that I had an ill will to her, and that at that
time I could have killed her, had I got an opportumity
for it : for which I heartily begged her pardon: she
did forgive me, and so we live ever sinee like two
sisters.

- Conf. Goon,

Mary. The sixth, Thou ohalt not commit forni-
cation. In the first place,I do confess that I have
unlawfully conversed with the ssid Don Francisco, .
. for two years, and this unlawful commerce has made
me fall into many other sins.

Conf. Dndheptommaoiemnlytomarryyon

Mary. He did, but could not perform it, while his
father was alive.

Conf. Tell me from the beginning, to the day of
his death, and to the best of your. memory, your
sinful thoughts, words, actions, nay, your very '
dreams, about this matter. :

Mary. Father,the gentleman was our nexghbor,
of a good family and fortune, and by the means of
the neighhorly friendship of our parents, we had the
opportunity to talk with one another as much as we
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pleased. For two years together, we loved one
another in innocence ; but at last he discovered to
me one day, when our parents were abroad, the
great inclination he had for me ; and that having
grown teo a passion, and this to an inexpressible love,
he could no longer hide it from me : that his design
was to marry me as soon as his father should die,
and that he was willing to give me all the proofs of
sincerity and unfeigned love Icould desire from himn.
To this I answered, that if it was so, I was ready to
promise never to marry another during hislife : To
this, he took a sign of the crucifix in his hands, and’
bowing down before an image of the Virgin Mary,"
called the four elements to be witnesses of the sin-
cerity of his vows, nay, all the saints of the heavenly
oourt to appear against him in the day of judgment,
if he was not true in heart and words ; and said,
that by the crucifix in his hands, and by the image
of the Virgin Mary, there present, he promised and
swore never to marry another during my life.—
I answered him in the same manner ; and ever since,
we have lived with the familiarities of husband and
wife. The effect of this reciprocal promise was the
ruin of my soul, and the beginning of my sinful life ;
for ever gince, I minded nothing else, but to please
him and myself, when I had an opportunity.

Conf. How often did he visit you ?

Mary. The first year he came to my room every
night, after both families were gone to bed ; for in
the vault of his house, which joins to ours, we dug
one night through the earth, and made a passage wide
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enough for the purpose, which we covered on each
side with a large earthen water-jar ; and by that
means he came to me every night. But my grief is
double, when I consider, that, engaging my own
maid into this intrigue, I have been the occasion of
her ruin too ; for by my ill example, she lived in the
same way with the gentleman’s servant, and I own
that I have been the occasion of all her sins too.

Conf. And the second year did he visit you so
often ?-

. Mary. No, father ; for the breach in the vault
was discovered by his father, and was stopped im-
mediately ; but nobody suspected any thing of our
intimacy, except my mother, who from something
she had observed, began to question me, and after--
wards became more suspicious and watchful. _

Conf.. Did any effect of these visits come to light ?

Mary. It would, had I not been so barbarous
and inhuman to prevent it, by a remedy I took,
which answered my purpose.

Conf. And how could you get the remedy, there
being a rigorous law agaxnst it?

Mary. The procuring it brought me mto a yet
wickeder life ; for I was acquainted with a friar, a
cousin of mine, who had always expressed a great
esteem for me ; but one day after dinner, being alone,
he began to make love to me, and was going to take
greater liberties than he had ever done before. I
told him that if he could keep a secret, and do me a
service, I would comply with his desire. He
promised me to do it upon the word of a priest.
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Then Itold him my business, and the day after he
brought me the necessary medicine ; and ever since
I was freed from that uneasiness. I have lived the
same course of life with my cousin ; nay, as I was
under such an obligation fo him, I have ever since
been obliged to allow him ma.ny other liberties in my
house. .

Conf. Are those other hbernes he took in ymn'
house sinful or not ? .

Mary. The liberties I mean are, that he d:esu’ed
me to gratify his companion too, several times, and
‘to consent that my maid should satisfy his lusts ;
and not only this, but by desiring me to corrupt one -
of my friends, he has ruined her soul ; for, being in the
same condition I had been in before, I was obliged,
out of fear, to furnish her with the same remedy,
which produced the same effect. Besides these wicked
actions, I have robbed my parents to supply him
with whatever money he demanded.

Conf. But asto Don Francisco, pray tell me, how
often did he visit you since ?

Mary. The second year he could not see me in
private but very seldom, and in a sacred place ; for
having no opportunity at home, nor abroad, I used
to go to a little chapel out of the town ; and having
gained the hermit with money, we continued our
commerce, that way, for six or eight tindes the second
year. ,
- Conf. Yom' sins are aggravated, both by the
circumstance of the sacred place, and by your cousin’s
. being a Priest, besides the two murders committed
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by you, one in yourself, and the other in your friend.
" Nay, go on, if you have any more to say upon this
subject. .

Mary. 1 have Hothing else to say, as to the com-
mandment, but that I am heartily sorry for all these
my misdoings. ,

Conf. Go on.

Mary. The seventh, Thou cﬁalt not steal. 1
have nothing to confess in this commmandment but
what I bave told you already, i. e. that I have stolen
many things: from my father’s house, to satisfy my
cousin’s thirst of meney ; and that I have advised my
friend to do the same ; though this was done by me,
only for fear that he should exposs us, if we had not
given him what he desired.

Conf. And do you design to comtinue the same

_ life with your cousin, for fear of being discovered ?

Mary. No, Father; for he is sent to another
convent, to be professor of divinity for thiree years ;
and if he comes back again, he shall find me in a
monastery ; and then I will be safe, and free from
his wicked attempts.

Conf. How long is it since he went away ?

Maury. Three months, and his companion isdead ;
80, God be thanked, I am without any apprehension
or fear now, and I hope to see my good design
acoomplished. -

Conf. Go on.

Mary. The eighth is, Phou shalt not bear fal:c
witness nor lie. The ninth, Thow skalt not covet
thy neighbor’s wife. 'The tenth, Theu shalt not
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covet any things which are another’s. 1 kmow
nothing in these three commandments, that trouble
'my conscience : Therefore, I conclude by confessing,
in general and particular, all the sins of my whole
life, committed by thought, word and deed, and I
am heartily sorry for them all, and ask God’s pardon,
and your advice, penance and absolution. men.

Conf. Have you transgressed the’ fou.rth com-
mandment of the chureh ? '

Mary. Yea, Father ; for I did not fast as it pre-
scribes, for though I did abstain from flesh, yet I did
not keep the form of fasting, these two years past ;
but I have done it since the gentleman’s death.

Conf. Have you this year taken the bull of in-
dulgences? .

Mary. Yea, Father.

Conf. Have you visited five altars, the days ap-

" pointed for his holiness to take a soul out of purga-
. tOl'Y ? .

Mary. 1did not for several days.

Conf. Do you promise me, as a minister of God,

and as if you were now before the tribunal of the

dreadful judge, to amend your life, and to avoid all
the occasions of falling into the same or other sins,
and to frequent for the future, this sacrament, and
the others, and to obey the commandments of God,
as things absolutely necessary to the salvatxon of
your soul ?
- Mary. That is my design, with the help of God,
and of the blessed Virgin Mary, in whomlput my
whole trust and confidence.
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Conf. Your contrition must be the foundation of
Your new life, for if you fall into other sins after this
signal benefit you have received from God, and his
blessed mother, of calling you to repentance, it will
be a hard thing for you to obtain pardon and for-
giveness. You see God has taken away all the ob-
stacles of your true repentance ; pray ask continually
his grace, that you may make good use of these
heavenly favors. But you ought to consider, that
though you shall be freed by my absolution from the
eternal pains your manifold sins deserve, you shall
not be free from the sufferings of purgatory, where
your soul must be purified by fire, if you in this
present life do not take care to redeem your soul
from that terrible flame, by ordering some masses for
the relief of souls in purgatory.

Mary. 1 design to do it as far as it lies in my
power.

Conf. Now, to show your obedience to God,and
our mother, the church, you must perform the fol-
lowing penance : You must fast every second day,
to mortify your lusts and passions, and this for the
space of two months. You must visit five altars
every second day, and one privileged altar, and say
in each of them five times Pater noster, &c., and five
times J2ve Mary, &c. You must say two every day
for two months’ time, three-and-thirty times the creed,
in honor and memory of the three-and-thirty years
that our Saviour did live upon earth ; and you must
confess once a week ; and by the continuance of
these spiritual exercises, your soul may be preserved

6
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from several temptations, and may be happy for-
ever.

' Mary. 1 will do all that with the help of God.

Conf. Say the act of contrition by which I ab-
solve you.

Mary. O God my God, I have sinned against
thee ; I am heartily sorry, &c.

Conf. Our Lord Jesus Christ absolve thee ; and
by the authority given me, I absolve, thee &c.

A private confession of 4 woman to a Friar of the Dommwa.n
order, laid down in writing before the Moral Academy,
1710, and the opinions of the members about it. The person
was not known, therefore I shall call her Leonore.

Leonore did cenfess to F. Joseph Riva the follow -

ing misdoings :
. Leonore. My reverend Father, I come to this
place to make a general confession of all the sins I
have eommitted in the whole course of my life, or of
all those I can remember.

Conf. How long have you been preparing your-
self for this general confession ?

Leon. Eight days.

Conf. Eight days are not enough to recollect
yourself, and bring into your memory all the sins of
your life. .

Leon. Father, have patience till you hear me, and .
then you may judge whether my confession be
perfect or imperfect.

Conf. And how long is it since you confessed the
last time ?

Leon. The }a.st time I confessed was the Sunday



POPISH CHURCH. 43

before Easter, which is eleven months and twenty
days.

g'bnf. Did you accomplish the penance then im-
posed upon you ?

Leon. Yes, Father.

Conf. Begin then your confession.

Leon. 1 have neglected my’duty towards God,
by whose holy name I have many times sworn. I
have not sanctified his holy days as I was obliged by
law, nor honored my parents and superiors. I have
many and many times desired the death of my
neighbors, when I was in a passion. I have been
deeply engaged in amorous intrigues with many
people of all ranks, but these two years past most
constantly with Don Pedro Hasta, who is the only
support of my life,

Conf. Now I find out the reason why you have
so long neglected to ceme and eonfess ; and I do ex-
pect, that you will tell me all the eircumstances of
your life, that I may judge the present state of your
conscience. ‘

Leon. Father, as for the sins of my youth, till I
was sixteen years of age, theéy are of no great conse-
quence, and I hope God will pardon me. Now my
general confessien begins from that tims, when I fell
into the first sin, which was in the following manner.

The confessor of our family' was 3 Franciscan friar, -
who was absolute master in our house ; for my father
and mether were entirely governed by him. It was
abaut that time ef my life I Jost my mother ; and a -
month after her my father died, leaving all his sub-
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stance to the father confessor, to dispose of at his own
fancy, reserving only a certain part which I was to
have, to settle me in the world, conditionally that I
was obedient to him. A month after my father’s
death, on pretence of taking care of every thing that
was in the house, he ordered a bed for himself in the
chamber next to mine, where my maid also used to
lie. After supper, the first night he came home, he
addressed himself thus to me : My daughter, you
may with reason call me your father, for you are the
only child your father left under my care. Your
patrimony is in my hands, and you ought te obey
me blindly in every thing : So in the first place order
your maid’s bed to be removed out of your own

_ chamber into another. Which being done according-

ly, we parted, and went each one to our own reem ;
but scarcely had ar hour past away, when the father
came into my chamber, and what by flattery and pro-
mises, and what by threatenings, he deprived me" of
my best patrimony, my innoecence. We continued
this course of life till, as I believe, he was tired of
me : for two months after, he took every thing out of
the house, and went to his convent, where he died
in ten days time ; and by his death Ilost the patri-
mony left me by my father, and with it all my
support ; and as my parents had spared nothing in
my education, and as I had always been kept in the
greatest affluence, you may judge how I was affected
by the miserable circumstances I was then left in,
with servants to maintain, and nething in the weorld
to supply even the necessary expenses of my house.
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This made me the more ready to accept the first offer
that should be made me, and my condition beihg
known to an officer of the army, he came to offer me
his humble services. I complied with his desire, and
8o for two years we lived together, till at last he was
obliged to repair to his regiment at Catalonia ; and
though he left me appointments more than sufficient’
for my subsistance during his absence, yet all our
correspondence was soon broken off by his death,
which happened soon after. Then, resolving to alter
my life and conversation, I went to confess, and after
having given an account to my confessor of my life,
he asked my name, did promise to come the next day
to see me, and to put me in a comfortable and credit-
able way of living. I was very glad to get such a
patron, and so the next day I waited at home for him,

The father came, and after various discourses, he
took me by the hand into my chamber, and told me
that if I was willing to put in his hands my jewels,
and what other things of value I had got from the
officer, he would engage to get a gentleman suitable
to my condition to marry me. Idid every thing as
he desired me ; and so taking along with him all I
had in the world he carried them to his cell.

The next day he came to see me, and made me
another proposal, very different from what I expec-
ted ; for he told me that I must comply with his
desire, or else he would expose me, and inform
against me before the holy tribunal of the inquisition ;
" So, rather than incur that danger, I did for the space
of six months, in which, having nothing to live upon,
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(for he kept my jewels,) I was obliged to abandon
myself to many other gentlemen, by whom I was
maintained.

At last, he left me, and I still contmued my wicked
life, unlawfully conversing with married and un-
married gentlemen a whole year, and not daring to
confess, for fear of experiencing the same treatment
from another confessor. : '

Conf. But how could you fulfil the precept of
the church, and not be exposed in the church after
Easter, all that while ?

Leon. 1 went to an old easy father, and promised
him a pistole for a certificate of confession, which he
gave me without further inquiring into the matter ;
and so I did satisfy the curate of the parish with it.
But last year I went to confess, and the confessor
was very strict, and would not give me absolution,
because I was an habitual sinner ; but I gave him
five pistoles for ten masses, and then he told me
that a confessor’s duty was to take care of the souls
in purgatory, and that upon their account he could
not refuse me absolution ; so by that way I escaped
the censure of the church.

Conf. How long is it smce you broke off your
sinful life ?

Leon. But six weeks.

Conf. 1 cannot absolve you now, but come again
next Thursday, and I will consult upon all the cir-
cumstances of your life and then I will absolve you.

Leon. Father, I have more to say : For I stole
from the chureh a chalice, by the advice of the said

N
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confessor, and he made use himself of the money I
got for the silver, which I cut in pieces; and I did
converse unlawfully several times in the church with
him. To this I must add an infinite number of sins
by thought, word and deed, I have committed in
this time, especially with the last person of my ac-
quaintance, though at present I am free from him. .

Conf. Pray give me leave.to consult upon all
these things, and I will resolve them to you the next
confession ; now go in peace.

The first point to be resolved was whether Leonore
could sue the Franciscan convent for the patrimony
left by her father in the confessor’s hands ?

The president avent through all the reasons, pro
and con, and after resolved, that although the said
Loenore was never disobedient to her confessor, she
could not sue the community without lessening her
own reputation, and laying upon the order so black
a erime as that of her confesssor ; and that it was
the common maxim of all casuists that, Jn rebus
dubiis, minimum est sequendum, in things doubt-
ful, that of the least evil consequence is to be pursued ;
and seeing the losing of her patrimony would be less
damage than the exposing of the whole Franciscan
order, and her own reputation : It did seem proper
to leave the thing as it was.

The second point to be resolved was whether
Leonore was in proxima occasoine peccati,in the
next occasion of sin, with such a confessor the two
first months ?

Six members of the academy did think that she
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was ; for immediate occasion of sin signifies, that the
person may satisfy his passions foties quoties, with-
out any impediment which Leonore could do all that
while. But the other members of the academy did
object against it : That the nature of occasio prozima,
besides the said reason, implies freedom and liberty,
which Leonore did want at that time, being as she
was, young, inexperienced, timorous, and under the
confessor’s care and power ; so it was resolved, that
- she was not the first two months in prozxima occa-

sione peccati.
The third point : Whether she committed greater

sin with the second confessor, who threatened her
with the inquisition ? And whether she was obliged
to undergo all the hardships, nay, death itself, rather
than comply with the confessor’s desire ?

It was resolved nemine contradicnte, that she
was obliged for self preservation’s sake, to comply
with the friar’s desire, and therefore her sin was
less than ather sins.

The fourth : Whether she was obliged to make
restitution of the chalice she stole out of the church
by the advice of the confessor ?

The members could not agree in the decision of
this point, for some were of opinion that both she
and the friar were obliged to make restitution,
grounded in the moral maxim : Facientes, et con-
sentientes eadem paena puniuntur, those that act
and those who consent are to be punished alike.
Others said, that Leonore was only an instrument of
theft, and that the friar did put her in the way of
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doing what she never had done, but for fear of him,
and that she was forced to do it ; thetefore, that she
had not committed sacrilege, nay, nor venial sin by
it; and that the friar only was guilty of sacrilege
and robery, and obliged to make restitution. Upon’
this' division, the Rev. Mr. Ant. Polomo, then pro-
fessor of philosophy, was appointed te lay the case
before the members of the great academy, with this
limitation, that he should not niention any thing of
thé friar ir R, except the members of the academy
showld- dskt himnthe aggravating circumstances in the
case.

He did' it adcordingly, and' being: asked by the’
president about the circumstances, it was resolved
that Loenore was free from restitution, taking a bull
of pardons. And as for the friar, by his belonging
to the community, and having nothing of his own,
and obliged to leave at his death, every thing to the
converit, he must be excused from makirig such resti-
tation, &e.

The ifth poirit: Whether' the’ chiurch was dese-
crated by their unlawful comrmercs? and whether
this cotifessor whas obliged to réveal the nature of the
thing to the Bishop or net ?'

Ag t5 the-first! part, all did agree, that the church
was poltite® As to' the second; four were of
opinién; thit! the: thing’ Was' to be revesléd-to the'
bishop ii: gétieral- termis; but: sixteeti- did- dbject
aghinst ity and said that the dontirical; asperges’ nie
Hysopo, ét mundabor, thou shalt sprinkle me with:
hirsop, arid I shall be clean, &. When the" priest

1
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with the holy water and hysop sprinkles the church,
it was enough to restore and purify the church.
After which, the president moved another question,
viz: Whether this private confession was to be
entered in the academy’s book ; ad perpetuam rei.
memoriam, in perpetual memory of the thing.  And
it was agreed to enter the cases and resolutions,
mentioning nothing concerning the confessors, nor
their orders. J¢em, it was resolved that the propo-’
nent could safely in conscience absolve Leonore the
next confession, if she had the bull of indulgences,
and promised to be zealous in the correction and
penance, which he was to give her, &. And
accordingly he did, and Leonore was absolved.

“The private confession proposéd in the Academy, by father Gasca,
Jesuit, and member of the Academy: of a woman of thirty-
‘three years of age.

Most reverend and learned fathers, I have thought
fit not to trouble you with the methodical way of
private confession I heard last Sunday, but to give
you only an account of the difficult case in it. The
case is this: a woman of thirty-three years of age,
«came to confess, and told me, that from sixteen years
of age, till twenty-four, she had committed all sorts
of lewdness, only with ecclesiastical persons, having -
in every convent a friar, who, under the name of
cousin, did use to visit her :—and notwithstanding -
the multiplicity of cousins, she lived so poorly, that .
she was forced to turn procuress at the same time,
for new cousins, and that she had followed that "
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wicked life till thirty-two years of age. The last
_ year she dreamed that the devil was very free with
her, and those dreams or visions continuing for a
long while, she found herself with child ; and she
protests that she knew no man for fourteen months
before.—She is delivered of a boy, and she says that
he is the devil’s son, and that her conscience is so
troubled about it, that if I do net find some way to
quiet her mind she will lay violent hands upon
herself. I asked her leave to consult the case, with
a promise to resolve it next Sunday. Now I ask
your wise advice upon this case.

The president said, that the case was impossible,
and that the woman was mad ; that he was of the
opinion to send the woman to the physicians to be
cured of some bedily distemper she ‘was troubled
with. The Jesuit proponent replied, that the woman
was in her perfect senses, and that the case well
required further consideration: upon which, F.
Antonio Palomo, who was reputed and the most
learned of the academy, said, that saint Augustin
treats de Incubo et Sucubo, and he would examine
~ the case, and see whether he might not gwe some
light for the resolution of the case ?

And another member said, that there was in the
case something more than apparition and devilish
liberty, and that he thought fit that the father Jesuit
‘'should inquire more carefully into the matter, and
go himself to examine the house, and question the
people of it ; which being approved by the whole
assembly, he did it the next morning, and in the
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afternoon, being an extragrdinary meeting, he came
and said,

Most reverend and learned fathers, the weoman
was go strongly possessed with such a vision, that
she has made public the case among the neighhors,
and it is spread ghroad. Upon which the inquisitors
did send for the woman and the maid, and this has
discovered the whole story, viz : That father Cen-
chiljos, victorian friar, was in love with the woman,
but she could net endure the sight of him. That he
gained the maid, and by that ineans he got inte the
house every night, and the maid putting some opium
into her mistress’s supper, she fell fast asleep, and the
said father did lie with her six nights together. Se
the child is not the son of the dewil, but of father
Conchillos, Afterwards it was resolved ta enter the
case far a memorondum, in the academy’s book.

The friar was put into the inquisition forx having
persnaded the maid to tell her mistress that it was
the devil ; for she had been under the same fear, and
replly she was in the same condition. 'What became
of the friar I do not know, this I do aver for a truth,
that I spoke with the woman myself, and with the
maid ; and that the children used to ga to her door,
and call for the san of the devih And being so
mocked, she left the city in & few.days after, and we:

w&oldthatshehwed eﬁenretmd clmanan life- -

in the gountry.
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The private confession of ¢ priest, being af the peint of death, in
1710,}ahauuuhimDon Paalo.

Doen Paule. Since God Almighty is pleased to
yisit me with this sicimeas, I ought to make good uss
of the time I have to live, and I desire of you to help
me with your pmayers, and to take the trouble to
write some substantial peints of my confession, that
you may perform, after my death, whatever I think
may enable me in some measure, to discharge my
duty towords God and men. When I was ordained
priest, I made a general confession of all my sins from
my youth to that time ; and I wish I could now be
as true a penitent as I was at that time ; but I hope,
theugh I fear too late, that God will hear the prayer
of my heart. ,

I have served my parish sixteen years,and all
my eare has been to discover the tempers and ineli-
nations of my parishioners, and I have been ashappy
in this world as unhappy before my Saviour, Ihave
in ready money fifteen thousand pistoles, and I have
given away more than six thousand. I had no
patrimeny, and my living is werth but four hundred
pistoles a year. By this you may easily know, that
my money is unlawfully gotten, as I shall tell you, if
God spare my life till I make an end of my confes-
sion, ' There are in my parish sixteen hundred
families, and mere or less, I have defrauded them all
seme way: on other,

My thoughts have been impure ever since I bagan -
te hear comfessions; my. words grave and severe
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with them all, and all my parishioners have respected
and feared me. I have had so great an empire over
them, that some of them knowing of my misdoings,
have taken my defence in public. They have had
in me a solicitor, in all emergencies, and I have
omitted nothing to please them in.outward appear-
ance ; but my actions have been the most criminal
of mankind ; for as to my ecclesiastical duty, what I
have done has been for custom’s sake. The necessary
intention of a priest, in the administration of baptism
. and consecration, without which the sacraments are
. of no effect, I confess I had it not several times as you
shall see, in the parish books; and observe there,
that all these names marked with a star, the baptism
was not valid, for I had no intention : And for this
I can give no other reason than my malice and
wickedness. Many of them are dead, for which I
am heartily sorry. As for the times I have conse-
crated without intention, we must leave it to God
Almighty’s mercy, for the wrong done by it to.the
souls of my parishioners, and those in purgatory
cannot be helped. A

As to the confessions and wills I have reoewed
from.my parishioners at the point of their death, I
do confess, I have made myself master of as much
as I could, and by that means I have gathered
together all my riches. I have sent this morning for
fifty bulls, and I have given one hundred pistoles for
. the benefit of the holy crusade, by which his holiness
secures my soul from eternal death.

As to my duty towards God, I am gmlty to the
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highest degree, for I have not loved him ; I have
neglected to say the private divine service at home
every day ; I have polluted his Aoly days by my
grevious sins ; I have not minded my superiors’in
the respect due to them ; and I have been the cause
of many innocent deaths. I have procured, by
remedies, sixty abortions, making the fathers of the
children their murderers; besides many other in-
tended, though not executed, by some unexpected
accident.

As to the sixth commandment, I cannot confess by
patticulars, but by general heads, my sins. I confess,
in the first place, that I have frequented the parish
club twelve years.—We were only six parish priests
in it ; and there we did consult and contrive all ways
to satisfy our passions. Every body had a list of the
handsomest women in the parish ; and when one
had a fancy to see any woman, remarkable for
her heauty, in- another’s parish, the priest of her
parish sent for her to his own house ; and having pre-
pared the way for wickedness, the other had nothing
to do but to meet her there, and fulfil his desires ;
and so we have served one another these twelve
years past. Our method has been, to persuade the
husbands and fathers not to hinder them any spiritual
comfort ; and to the ladies to persuade them to be
subject to our advice and will ; and that in so doing,
they should have liberty at any time to go out on-
Ppretence of communicating some spiritual business to
the priest. And if they refused to do it, then we
should speak to their husbands and fathers:not to let
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them go out at all ; or, which would be worse for
them, we should inform against them to the holy
tribunal of the inquisition : And by these diabotical:
persuasions they were at our command, without fear
of revealing the secret.

I have spared no womar of my parish, whom ¥
had a fancy for, and many otlier of my bretliren’s:
parishes ; but I cannot tell the number. I have sixty
iepotes alive, of several women : But my prihoipal‘
care ought to be of those that I have by the two-
young women I keep at home sies their parehts
died. Both are sisters, and I had by the eldest two-
boys, and by the youngest, one ; and one which I had-
by my own sister is dead. Therefore [ leave to my
sister five thousand pistoles, upon condition that she

" would enter nun in St. Bernard’s monsustery ; and

upon the same condition I léave two thousand pistoles
a-pieee to the two young women'; and the remainder
I leave to my three siepotes under tlie care of: Mossen
John Peralta, and ordering that they should bs heirs
to one another, if any of them shouald die before they
are settled in the world, and if all showld die, I leave

_the money to the treasury of the ehurch, for' the

bemefit of the souls in purgatory. FHem > I order
that all the papers of such alittle trurik'be burnt after
my confession is over, (which ‘was done accordingly,)
and that the holy bull'of the dead be bought before
I'die, that T may have the comfort of Having at liome
the ‘Pope’s pass for the next world.. Now I'ask your
penance and absolution for all the sins reserved in alt
the bulls, from the first Pope ; for which purpose I



POPISH CHURCH. 57

have taken the bull of privileges in such cases as
mine.

‘So I did absolve him and assist him afterwards,
and he died the next day. What to do in such a
case, was all my uneasiness after his death ; for if I'
did propose the case -before the members of the
academy, every body could easily know the person,
which was against one of the articles we did swear
at our admittance into it. And if I did not propose
it, I should act against another article. - All my diffi-
- culty was about the baptisms which he had admin-
istered without intention : For it is the known
opinion of their church, that the intention of a priest
is absolutely necessary to the validity of the sacra-
ment, and that without it there is no sacrament at all.
1L had examined the books of the parish, and I found
a hundred and fifty-two names marked with a star,
and examining the register of the dead, I found
eighty-six of them dead : According to the principles
of the church, all those that were alive were to be bap-
tized ; which could not be done without great scandal,
and prejudice to the clergy. In this uneasiness of mind
I continued, till I went to visit the reverend father
John Garcia, who had been my master in divinity,
and I did consult him, on the case, sub secreto
naturali. He did advise me to propose the case to
the assembly, upon supposition, that if such a
case should happen, what should be done in it; and
he recommended to me to talk with a great deal of
caution, and ¢o insist that it ought to be communicated
to the bishep ; and if the members did agree with

, 8
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me, then without further confession, I was to go to
the bishop, and tell his lordship the case, under
secrecy of confession : I did so, and the bishop said
he would send for the books, and take the list of all
those names ; and as many of them as comld be found
he would send for, one by one, into his own chamber,
and baptize them ; commanding them, under the
pain of ecclesiastical censure, not to talk of it, neither
in public or private. But as for the other sins,
there 'was no necessity for revealing them, for by
virtue of the bull of Crusade, (of which I shall speak
in the second chapter,) we could absolve them all.

Hear, O heaven! Give ear, O earth! And be
horribly astonished ! To see the best religion in the
world turned into superstition and folly ; to see, too,
that those who are to guide the people, and put their
flock in the way of salvation, are wolves in sheep’s
clothing, that devour them, and put them into the
way of dammation. O God, open the eyes of the
ignorant people, that they may see the injuries done
to their souls by their own guides !

Ido not write this out of any private end, to blame
all sorts of eonfessors; for there are some who,
according to the principles of their religion, do
discharge their duty with exactness and purity, and
whase lives, in their own way, are unblamable, and
without reproach among men. Such confessors as
these I am speaking of, are sober in their actions:
they mortify their bodies with fasting over and above
the rules prescribed by the ehurch, by discipline, by
Imesling down in their closets six or eight hours every
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day, to meditate on the holy mysteries, the goodness
of God, and te pray to him for all sorts of sinners,
that they may be brought to repentance and salvation,
&c. They sleep but few hours. They spend most
of their spare time in reading the ancient fathers of
the church, and other books of devotion.

They live poorly, because whatever they have,
the poor are enjoyers of it. -The time they give to
the public is but very little, and not every day ; and
then whatever councils they give are nght, sincere,
without flattery or interest. All pious, religious
persons do solicit their acquaintance and conversa-
tion ; but they avoid all pomp and vanity, and keep
themselves, as much as they can, within the limits of
solitude ; and if they make some visits, it must be
upon urgent necessity. Sometimes you may find
them in the hospitals among the poor, sick, helping
and exorting them : but they go there most commonty
in the night, for what they do, they do it not out of
pride, but humility.

I knew some of those exemplary men, but a very
few ; and I heard some of them preach with a fervent
- zeal about the promoting of Christ’s religion, and
exorting the people to put their lives voluntarily in
the defence of the Roman Catholic faith, and extir--
pate and destroy all the enemies of their communion.
I do not pretend to judge them, for judgment belong-
ethto God: This I say with St. Paul, that if those
religious men Aave a zeal of God, their zea? is not
according to knowledge.  «



c

60 ° HISTORY OF THE

The private confession of # Nun, in the convent of Sv—O.—
Before I begin the confession, it will not be improper to give
an account of the customs of the nuns, and places of their
confessions.

By the constitutions of their order, so many days
are appointed, in which all the nuns are obliged to
confess, from the Mother Abbess to the very wheeler ;
i. e. the nun that turns the wheel near the door,
through which they give and receive every thing
they want. They have a father confessor and a
father companion, who live next to the convent, and
have a small grate in the wall of their chamber, which -
answers to the upper cloister or gallery of the convent.
The confessor hath care of the souls of the convent,
and he is obliged to say mass every day, hear confes-
sions, administer the sacraments, and visit the sick
nuns, There are several narrow closets in the church,
with a small iron grate : One side answers to the clois-
ter,and the other to the church. So the nun being en

-the inside, and the confessor on the outside they hear
one another. There is a large grate facing the great
altar, and the holesof it are a quarter of a yard
square ; but that grate is double, that is, one within
and another without, and the distance between both
is more than half a yard. And besides these, there
is another grate for relations, and . benefactors of the
community, which grate is single, and consists of very
thin iron bars : the holes of such a grate are near a
quarter and a half square. In all those grates the
nuns confess their sins : for, on a solemn day, they



POPISH CHEURCH. 61

send for ten or twelve confessors ; otherwise they
could not confess the fourth part of them, for there
are in some monasteries 110 nuns, in others 80, in
others 40, but this last is a small number.

The nuns’ father-confessor hath but little trouble
with the young nuns, for they generally send for a
confessor who is a stranger to them, so that his
trouble is with the old ones, who have no business
at the grate. These trouble their confessor almost
every day with many ridiculous trifles, and will keep
the poor man two hours at the grate, telling him how
many times they have spit in the church, how many
flies they have killed, how many times they have
flown into a passion with their lap dogs, and other
nonsensical, ridieulous things like these ; and the
reason is because they have nothing to do, nobody
goes to visit them nor cares for them ; so sometimes
they choose to be spies for the young nuns, when
they are at the grate with their gallants ; and for fear
of their Mother Abbess, they place some of the old
nuns before the door of the parlor, to watch the
Mother Abbess, and to give them timely notice of
her coming ; and the poor old nuns perform this
office with a great deal of pleasure, faithfulness, and
some profit too. But I shall not say any more of
them, confining myself wholly to the way of living
among the young nuns.

Many gentlemen send their daughters to the nun-
nery when they are some five, some six, some eight
years old, under the care of some nun of their rela-
tions, or else some old nun of their acquaintance ;
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and there they get education till they are fifteen
years old. The tutress takes a great deal of care -
not to let them go to the grate, nor converse with
men all the while, te prevent in them the knowledge
and love of the world. They are caressed by all the
nuns, and thinking it will be always so, they are
very well pleased with their confinement. They
have only liberty to go to the grate to their parents
or relations, and always accompanied with the old
mother tutress. And when they are fifteen years
old, which is the age fixed by the constitutions of
all the orders, they receive the habit of a nun, and
begin the year of noviciate, which is the year of
trial to see whether they can go through all the
hardships, fastings, disciplines, prayers, hours of
divine service, obedience, poverty, chastity, and
penances practised in the monastery: But the
prioress or abbess, and the rest of the professed
nuns, do dispense with, and excuse the novices from
all the severities, for fear that the novices should be
dissatisfied with, and leave the convent : And in this
they are very much in the wrong ; for, besides that
they do not observe the precepts of their monastical
rule, they deceive the poor, ignorant, inexperienced
young novices, who, after their profession and vows
of perpetuity, do heartily repent they had been so
much indulged. Thus the novices, flattered in the
year of noviciate, and thinking they will be so all
their life time, when the year is expired, make pro--
fession, and swear to observe chastity, obedience
and poverty, durigg their lives, and clausara, i. e.
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confinement; obliging themselves, by it, never to go
out of the monastery.

After the profession is made, they begin to feel
the severity and hardships of the monastical life ; for
one is made a door keeper ; another turner of the
wheel, to receive and deliver by it all the nuns’ mes-
sages; another bell nun, that is to call the nuns,
when any one comes to visit them ; another baker ;
another book-keeper of all the rents and expenses,
and the like ; and in the performance of all these
employments, they must expend a great deal of their
own money. After this they have liberty to go to
the grate, and talk with gentlemen, priests and friars,
who only go there as a gallant goes to see his
mistress. So when the young nuns begin to have a
notion of the pleasures of the world, and how they
have been deceived, they are heartily sorry, but too
late, for there is no remedy. And minding nothing
but to satisfy their passions as well as they can, they
abandon themselves to all sorts of wickedness and
amorous intrigues.

There is another sort of nuns, whom the people
call las forcadas, the forced nuns; i. e. those who
have made a false step in the world, and cannot
find husbands, on account of their crimes being public.
Those are despised and ill used by their parents and
relations, till they choose to go to the nunnery: So
by this it is easily known what sort of nuns they will
make. ‘

Now as to the spending of their time. They get
ap at six in the morning and go to prayers, and to
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hear mass till seven. From seven till ten, they work
or go to breakfast, either in their chambers, or in the
common hall. At ten they go to the great mass till
eleven : After it, they go to dinner. After dinner,
they may divert themselves till two. At two they
go to prayers, for a quarter of an hour, or (if they
sing vespers) for half an hour; and afterwards they
are free till the next morning: So every one is
waiting for her devoto, that is, a gallant, or spiritual
husband, as they call him. When it is dark evening,
they send away their devotos, and the doors are |
locked up ; so they go to their own chamber to write
a billet, or letter to the spiritual husband, which they
send in the morning to them, and get an answer;
and though they see one another almost every day,
for all that, they must write to one another every
morning : And these letters of love, they call the
recreation of the spirit for the time the devotos are
absent from them. Every day they must give one
another an account of whatever thing they have done
since the last visit; and indeed there are warmer
expressions of love and jealousy between the nun
and the devoto, than between real wife and husband.

Now I come to the private confession ; and I wish I could have
the style of an angel, to express myself with purity and
modesty in this confession.

Nun. Reverend Father, as the number of my sins
are so great, and so great the variety of circumstances
attending them ; mistrusting my memory, I have set
down in writing this confession, that you may en-



POPISH CHUKCH. 65

tirely be acquainted with every thing that troubles
my conscience ; and so I humbly beg of you to read
it.

Conf. 1 did approve the method of writing, but
you ought to read it yourself, or else it cannot-be orss
confessio, or confession by mouth.

Nun.. Ifitisso,I begin. I thought fit to acquaint
you with the circumstances of my past life, that you
may form a right Judgment of my monastical life and
conversation, which in some measure, will  excuse
me before the world, though not ‘before God, our
righteous judge. -

1 am the only daughter of councellor N. E. who
brought me up in the.fear of God, and gave me a
writing master, which is a rare thing. I was not
quite thirteen years of age, when a gentleman of
quality, though not very rich, began his love to me
by letters which he (gaining my wntmg master) sent
to me by him. There was nothing in the world so
obliging, civil, modest and endearing, as his expres-
sions seemed to me, and at last having the opportu-
nity of meeting him at the house of one, of my aunts,
his person and conversation did so charm my heart,
that a few days after we gave one another reciprocal
promises of . an eternal union: But by a letter
which was unfortunately miscarried, and fell into my
father’s hand, our honest designs were discovered ;
and without telling me any thing, he went to see the
gentleman, and spoke to him in this manner: Sir,
my daughter, in discharging of her duty to so good
a father, has communicated .to me your honorable

9
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designs, and I come to thank you for the honor you
are pleased to do my family : But, being-so young,
we think proper to put off the performance of it, till
she comes to be fifteen years of age : Now she, and
I also, as a father to you both, (for I look upon you
as upon my own son) do desire of you the favor not
- to give any public occasion of censure to the watchful
neighbors, and if you have any regard for her, I hope
you will do this and more for her and for me : And
to show you my great affection, I offer you a captain’s
commission in the regiment that the city raiseth for
the king, and advise you to serve two years, and
afterwards, you may accomplish your desire. The
gentleman accepted it, and the next day the cominis-
dion was signed and delivered to him, with an order
to go to Catalonia. At the same time the writing

wastet was sent out of town under pretence of

feceiving somme money from my fathér ; and I was
kept close at home, so he could not get an opportunity
of sesing or writing to me ; for my father told him I
wus sick in bed. As soon as he left the town, my
_father told me that he was dead, and that I must
rétire myself into the nunnery, for that was his will :
So ifthediately he brought me here, and gave severe
direetions o the mother abbess, not to let me see any
Body but himself. Indeed, he did spare nothing to
please e, until I received the habit, and made the
profession and vows of a ‘monastical life: After
which he told mie the whole story himself; and the
gortleman was killed in Catalonia the ﬁrsteampmgn
1 do cohfess, that ever sifice, I did not care What
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should become of me, and I have abandoned myself
to all the sins I have been capable to commit. It is
but ten months since I made my profession, and
bound myself to perpetuity ; though as I did it without
intention, I am not a nun before God, nor obliged to
keep the vew of religion; and of this opinion are
many ‘other nuns, especially ten young nuns, my
intimate friends, who, as well as 1, do communicate
to ene another the most secret things of qur hearts.
~ Each of this assembly has her devoto, and we are
every day in the afternoon at the grate : We shaow
one another the- letters we receive from them, and
there is nothing that we do not invent.for the accom-
plishment of our pleasures.

Conf, Pray, confess your own sins, and omit the
sins of your friends.

Nuri. 1 cannot, for my sins are so confounded
with the sins of my friends, that I cannot mention
the one without the other. '

But coming now to my greatest sin, I must tell
you, that a nun of our assembly has a friar her
devoto, the most beautiful young man, and we
contrived and agreed together ta bring him into the
copvent, a3 we did, and have kept him two and
twenty days in ouy chamber: During which time
we went to the grate very seldom, on pretence of
being not well. We have given no scandal, for
nobody has suspeected the least thing in the ease.
And this is the grestest sin I have committed with
aan.
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Conf. Pray, tell me, how could you let him in
without scandal ?

Nun. One of the assembly contrived to mat
all the floor of her chamber, and. sent for the
mat-maker to take the measare of the length and
breadth of the room, and to make-it in one piece; and
send it to the Sexton’s chamber, who is a poor
ignorant fellow. When the mat was there, and the
man paid for it, one day in the evening we sent the
sexton on several messages, and kept the- key of his
room. The friar had asked leave of his prior to go
into the country.for a month’s time; and disguising
himself in a layman’s habit, feeing well two' porters,
came in the dusk of the evening into the sexton’s
room, and rolling up himself in the mat, the porters
brought the mat to the door, where we were
. waiting for it; and, taking it, we carried it up to one
of our chambers. We were afraid that the porters
would discover the thing, but by nioney we have
secured ourselves from them; for we hired ruffians
to make away with them. We put him out of the
convent in a great chest which could be opened on
the inside, and of which he had the key, and giving
" the chest to the sexton, he and the servant of the

convent carried it into the sexton’s room. We
ordered him to' leave the key at the door, for we ex-
pected some relations which were to-take a collation
there; and we sent him on some errand till the friar
ha.dgotorutefthechest and of danger.

A montlr after, three of our friends began to
perceive the condition they were in, and left the
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convent in one night, by which they have given great
scandal to thie city, and we do not kmow what has -
become of them ; as for me, I design to do the same,

- for I am under the same apprehenmons and fear; for
I consider that if I do continue in the convent,
my unusual size will discover me, and though one
life shall be saved, I shall lose mine by the rulers of
our order in a miserable manner, and not only so, but
a heavy reflection will fall upon the whole order, and
the dishonor of my family shall be the more public :
Whereas, if I quit the convent by night, I save two
lives, and the world will reflect only upon me, and
thern I shall take care to go so far off that nobody
shall hear of me ; and as I am sure,in my eopscience, -

~ that I am not a nun for want of intention, when I

did promise to keep obedience, chastity, poverty,

and perpetuity, I shall not incur the crime of apos-
tacy in leaving the convent; and if I continue in is,

1 am fully resolved to prevent my ruin and death by

a strong operating remedy.. This isall I have to say,

and I do expect from yeu not only your advice, but
your assistance too.

Conf. 1do find the case so intricate, that 1 want
experience and learning to resolve what to doin it ;
and I do think it proper for you to send for anothes
confessor of years and learning, and then you shall
have the satxsfactlon of being well directed and
advised.

Nun. Now,reverend father,l do tell you posmvely,
that I shall never open my heart to another confessor,
while Ilive ; and if you do not advise me what to
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do, I shall call you before God for it ; and now Ilay -
upon you whatever thing may happen in my case.

Conf. Ignorance will excuse me from sin, and I
tell you I am ignorant how to resolve the case.

Nun. I am resolved for all events, and if you

refuse me this comfort, I shall cry out, and say, that
" you have been soliciting and corrupting me in the
very act of confession, and you shall suffer for it in
the inquisition.

Conf. Well, have patxenee, means may be found
out ; and if you give me leave to consult the case, I

\shall resolve you about it in three days time,

Nun. How can you consult my case, without
exposing the order, and my reputation’ tno, perhaps,
by some circumstance ? =

Conf. Leave it to me, and be not unseasy about
it, and I do promise to come with tha mmlntmp on
Sunday next.

Nun. Pray, Father, if it be possible, come next

~ Monday mormng, and I shall be free from company.

Conf. It is very well : but in the mean time,
have before your eyes the wrath of God against those
that abandon themselves and forget that he is a living
God, to punish suddenly greatsmneu,and with

this, farewell.

My mind never before was s0 mueh trmxbled as
it was after this case, I was, more by the interests
of others, than by my learning, appointed penitentiary
confessor in the cathedral chutch of St. Sakwater ;
and as the duty of such a confugsor is to ba every
day, in the morning, four hours in the confassionary,
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from eight to twelve, except he be -called abroad—
every body thinks that such a confessor must be able
to resolve all cases and difficulties : But it was not
50 with me ; for I was young and without experi-
ence. And as to this case, the next academical day
I proposed it in the following manner.

There i3 a person bound by word of mouth, but at
the same time without intention, nay, with a mind
and heart averse to it ; bound, I say, to odedience,
chastity, and poverty. If the person leaves the con-
wvent, the crime of apostacy is not committed in foro
interno ; and if the person continues in the convent,
the consequence is to be a great sin in foro externo
and snterno. The person expects the resolution, or
else is fully resolved to expose the confessor to
scandal and personal sufferings: This is the case
which I humbly lay down before your learned
teverences. '

The president’s opinion was, that in such a case,
the confessor was obliged, in the first place, to reveal
it in general terms to the holy inquisitors ; for (said
he) though this case is not mentioned in our authors,
there are others very like this, which ought to be
revealed, viz : all those that are against either the
temporal or spiritual good of our neighbor, which
cases are reserved to the bishop or to his deputy ;
and this case, by the last circumstance, being injuri-
ous to the holy tribunal, the confessor ought to
prevent the scandal which might otherwise fall upon
him, to reveal the last circumstance. As for the first
circumstance of the case, in this and others, we must
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judge secundum allegatae and probata; and we
must suppose, that no penitent comes to confess with
a lie in his mouth ; therefore, if the person affirms
that he was bound without intention, he is free before
God : Besides, in rebus dubiis minimum est sequen-
dum ; so to prevent greater eivil, I think the person
may be advised to quit the convent; and this is
agreeable to the Pope’s dispensations to such persons,
when they swear and produce witness, that (before
they were bound to the vow) heard the person say
they had no intengion to it.

The reverend Mr. Pa.lomo’s opinion was, that the
confessor was to take the safest part, which was to-
advise the penitent to send to Rome for a dispensa-
tion, which could be-ebtained by meney, or to the
Pope’s Nuncio, who would give leave to quit the
convent for six months, mpon necessity of preserving

or recovering bodily health ; and in that time, may
be the person would dxssxpate some fumes of grief or
melancholy fancies, &e.

But 1 replied to this, that the person could not do
the ﬁrst, for want of witness, nor the second, for
being in perfect health, the physician never would
grant his certificate to be pfoduced before the Pope’s
Nuncio, which is absolutely necessary in such cases ;
and as to revealing the case to the holy inquisitors,
it is very dangerous, both to the person and the con- -
fessor, as we could prove by several instances.

To this, several members being of my opinion, it
was resolved, that the confessor, first of all, was to
absolve the penitent, having a bull of cruzade and
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extra confessionem, or out of confession give, as &
private person, advice to the penitent to quit the
convent and take a certificate : Wherein the peni-
tent was to specify, that the confessar had given such
advice extra actum confessionis. The ease and
resolution was entered in the academy’sbook. And
aocordingly Monday following, I went to the nun
and performed what was resolved ; and the very same
wéek, we heard in the eity, that such a nun had mada
her escape out of the convent.

Two years and a half after this, I saw this very
nun one day at the court of Lisbon, but I did not
spealt with her, for as I was dressed like an officer of
the army, I thought she would not know me; but 1
was mistaken, for she'knew me in my disguise aa
well as I did her. The next day she came to my
lodgings followed by a lacquay, wha, by her orders,
had dogged me the night before. I was troudled for
fear to ba discovered, that I thought the best way I
could take was to run away and seoure myself in an
English ship : . But by her first wards, I discovered
that her fear was greater than mine : for after giving
me an sccount of her escape out of the convent, and .
safe delivery, she tald me that a Partuguese captain
happening to quarter in the mme town where she
was, toak her away one might, and carried her to
Barcelonia, but that ahe refusing to comply with hin
desires, on any but honorable terms, he had married
her and brought herto Lishon : That her husbend
knew nothing of her having been a mun; that she
took another name, and thet she was very happy

10 .
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with her husband, who was very rich, and a man of
good sense. ‘She begged me with tears in her eyes
not to ruin her by discovering any thing of her life
past. I assured her, that nothing should happen on
my account, that should disoblige her; and after-
wards she -asked me why I was not dressed in a
clerical habit? To which I desired her to take no

notice of it, for I was there upon secret business and

of great consequence, and that as there was nobody
there who knew me in Saragossa, it was proper to be
disguised. She desired my leave to introduce me to
her husband, under the title of a country gentleman,
who was come thither for Charles the 8d’s sake. I
thanked her, and she went home overjoyed with my
promise, and I was no less with hers. The nextday
her husband came to visit me, and ever after, we
visited almost every day one another, till I left that
city. This I say, she was a better wife than she had
been a nun, and lived more religiously in the world,
than she had done in the cloister of the convent.
Now I must leave off the account of private cases
and confessions, not to be tedious to the readers by
insisting too long a time upon one subject. But, as
I promised to the public to discover the most secret

practices of the Romish priests, in this point of auri-

cular confession, 1 cannot dismiss nor put an end to

 this first chapter, without performing my promise. .

By -the account I have already given of a few
private confessions, every body may easily know the
wickedness of the Romish priests, but more particu-
lazly their covetousness and thirst of money will be
detected by my following observations.
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First of all, if a poor countryman goes to confess,
the father confessor takes little pains with him, for,as
he expects little or nothing from him, he heareth him,
and with bitter words corrects the poor man, and,
most commonly, without any correction, imposing
upon him a hard penance, sends him away with the
same ignorance he went to confess.

2. If a soldier happens to go to make his peace
with God, (so they express themselves when they go
to confess) then the confessor showeth the power of
a spiritual guide. He questions him about three sins
only, viz. thefts, drunkenness and wuncleanness.
Perhaps the poor soldier is free from the two first,

- but if he is guilty of the last, the confessor draws the
consequence that he is guilty of all the three, and
terrifying him with hell, and all the devils, and the
fire of it, he chargeth him with restitution, and that
he is obliged to give so much money for the relief of
souls in purgatory, or else he cannot get absolution.
So the poor man, out of better conscience than his
confessor, offers a month’s pay, which must be given
upon the spot (for in the shop of the confessors there
is neither trust nor credit) to appease the rough, bitter
confessor, and to get absolution ; and I believe this
hard way of using the poor soldiers is the reason that
they did not care at all for that act of devotion ; and
as they are so bad customers to the confessor’s shop,
the confessors use their .endeavors, when they go to’
buy absolution, to sell it as dear as they can ; so they
pay at one time for two, three, or more years.

I heard a soldier, damning the confessors, say, «if
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I continue in the king’s service twenty years, I will
not go to-confess, for it is easier and cheaper to lift up
my finger* and be absolved by our chaplain, than go
to a-devilish friar, who doth nothing but rail and
gramble at me, and yet I must give him money for
masss, or else he will not absolve me : I will give
him leave to bury me alive, if ever he gets me near
him again.”
, Ifacoﬂeglangoestoconfess,heﬁnds o mild and
sweet confessor, and without being questioned, and
" with a small penance, he generally gets absolution.
The reason the confessors have to use the collegians
with so great civility and mildness is, first, because
if a collegian is ill-used by his confessor, he goesto a
deaf friar, who absolves ad dezteram and ad sinis-
¢ram, all sorts of penitents for a real of plate ; and
after, he inquireth and examineth into all the other
eonfessor’s actions, visits and intrigues ; and when
he has got matter enough, he will write a lampoon
on him, which has happened very often in my time,
So the confessor dares not meddle with the collegians,
for fear that his tricks should be brought to light ;
and another reason is, because the collegians, for the
. generality are like the Jilles de joye in Lent,i. e.

#The oustom of the Spanish wemy in the field, and the day
befere the battle, or before the engagement, the ¢haplain gues
through sl the companies, to ask.the officers whether they have
e mind to confess, and if any one hus any thing to say, he
‘whispérs in the chaplain’s ear, and so through all the officers.
As for the private men: Crying out, says, he that has a sin, let
him lift up one finger, and gives a general absolution to all at
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‘without money, and so the confessor cannot expect
any profit by them, -

.E say, if absolution is denied to a collegian, he goes
to a deqf confessor ; for some confessors are called
deqf; not because they are really, but because they
give small penance without correction ; and never
deny absolution, though the sins be reserved to the
Pope. I knew two Dominican friars, who were
known by the name of deaf confessors, because they
never used to question the penitent.

Only one of such confessors has more business in
Lent, than twenty of the others, for he (like our
couple-beggars, who for six pence do marry the
people) for the same sum gives absolution. And for
this reason all the great and habitual sinners go to
the deqf confessor, who gives, upon a bargain, a
certificate, in which he says that such a one has
fulfiled the commandment of the church, for every
body is obliged to produce a certificate of confession
to the minister of the parish before Easter, or else he
must be exposed in the church: So as it is a hard
thing for any old sinner to get absolution, and a
certificate from other covetous confessors, without a
great deal of money, they generally go to the deaf
confessors. 1 had a friend in the same convent, who
told me, that such confessors were obliged to give
two-thirds of their profit to the community, and being
only two deaf confessors in that convent, he assured
~ me, that in one lent, they gave to the father prior 600

pistolesa piece. I found the thing incredible, think-
ing that only poor and debauched people used to go
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to them ; but he satisfied me, saying, that rich 4nd
poor, men and women, priests and nuns, were cus-
tomers to them, and that only the poor and loose
people used to go to confess in the ¢hurch ; but as
for the rich, priests and nuns, they were. sent for by
them, in the afternoon, and at night ; and that the
poor Deufs had scarcely time to get their rest;-and
that when they were sent for, the common price was
a pistole, and sometimes ten pistoles, according to the
quality and circumstances of the person. And thus
much of deaf confessors.

4. If a friar or priest comes to cenfess, every body
ought to suppose, that the father-confessor has nothing
to do, but to give the penance, and pronounce the
words of absolution ; for both penitent and confessor -
being of the same trade, and of the same corporation,
or brotherhood ; the fashion of this cloak of absolution
is not paid among ‘them, and they work one for
another, without any interest, in expectation of the
same return. ‘

This must be understood between the friars oaly,
not between a friar and a secular priest ; for these
do not like one:anothet, and the reason is, because
the friars, for the generality, are such officious and
insinuating persons in families, that by their impor-
tunities and assiduity of visits, they become at last
the . masters of families, and goods ; so the secular
priest hath nothing to busy himself with; and
observe, that there are twenty friars to one secular -
priest, so the small fish-is eaten by the greater;
therefore, if it happens sometimes upon necessity,’
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that a priest goes to confess to a friar, or a friar to a
priest, they make use of such an opportunity, to exact
as much as-they can from one another.

I know a good merry pnest, who had been in
company with a friar’s devata, i. e. in proper terms,
mistress ; and jested a little withher : ' Afterwards,
the poor priest having something to confess, and no.
other confessor in his way, but the devoto of that
devaia, he was forced to open his heart to him ; but
the confessor was so hard upon him, that he made
him pay on the nail two pieces of eight, to get abso-
lution. So he paid dear for jesting with the mistress
of a friar ; and he protested to me, that if it ever
happened, that that friar should come to confess to
him, he should not go away at so cheap a rate.

This 1 can-aver, that I went to a Franciscan
convent the second day of August, to get the indul-
gences of the Jubilee of Porciuncule, and my confes-
gsor was so hard, that he began to persuade me, he
could not absolve me without a pistole in hand: I
told him, that I had not confessed any reserved sin,
and that he did nof know I could ruin him: But the'
friar, knowing that it was a great scandal to get up
from his feet without adsolution, he insisted on it ;
and I was obliged to avoid scandal, to give him his
demand. After the confession was over, as T had
beenin a great passion at the unreasonable usage
of the friar ; T thought it was not fit for me to cele-
brate the Ma.ss ‘without a new reconciliation (as we
call the short confession,) so I went to the father-
. guardian or superior of the convent, and confessing
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that sin of passion, occasioned by the covetous usage
of such a confessor, his correction to me was, to pay
down another pistole for scandalizing both the friar

“and the Francisean habit ; I refused the correction,
and went home without the second absolutien. I
had a mind to expose both of them; but upon seeond
theughts, I did nothing at all, for fear that the whole
order should be against ma. - -

s Ifaquut..nmus,rehgwmhdymmesto
canfsss, he useth her in another way ; for he knows
that such ladies never coms to confess, without giving
a good charity for Masses; so all the confessor’s care
is, to get himself into the lady’s favar, which he doth
by hypaeritical expressions ofgodhnessm devotion,
of humility and strictness of life, He speaks gravely
and conscientiously, and if the lady has a family, he
gives her excellent advices, as, to keep her children
within the limits of sobriety and virtue, for the world -
is so deceitful, that we ought always to be upon our
guard ; and to watch contmua}ly over our souls, &c.
And by that means and the like, (the good lady
believing him a sincere and devout man,) he becomes
the guide of her soul, of her house and family, and
most commonly the ruin of her chxldren, and some-
times her own ruin too. I will give the following
instance to confirm this'truth ; and as the thing was
public, I need not scruple to mention it with the real
names. In the year 1706, F. Antonio Gallardo, Au-
gustin friay, murdered Donna Isabella Mendez, and
a child three weeks old sucking at her breast. The
lady was but twenty-four ‘years of age, and had been
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married eight years to Don Francisco Mendez. The
friar had been her spiritual guide all that while, and
all the family had so great a respect and esteem for
him, that he was the absolute master of the house.
The lady was brought to bed, and Don Francisco
being obliged to go into the country for four days,
desired the father to come and lie in his house, and
take care of it in his absence. The father’s room
was always ready : so he went there the same day
Don Francisco went into -the country. At eight at
night, both the father and the lady went to supper,
and after he sent all the'maids and servants into the
hall to sup, the lady took the child to give him suck ;
and the friar told her, in plain and short reasons, his
love, and that without any reply or delay, she must
comply with his request. The lady said to him,
Father, if you propose such a thing to try my faith-
fulness and virtue, you know my conscience these
éight years past ; and if you have any ill design, I
. will call my family to prevent your further assurance.
The friar then in fury taking a knife, killed the child,
and wounded so deeply the mother, that she died two
hours after. The friar made his escape, but whether
he went to his convent or not, we did not hear. I
myself saw the lady dead, and went to her burial in
the church of the old St. John. ,

6. If a Beata goes to confess, which they do every
day, or at least every other day, then the Confessor,
with a great deal of patience, hears her (sure of - his
reward.) I cannot pass by without giving a plain
description of the women called Beatas, i. e. blessed
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women. These are most comumonly tradesmen’s
wives, [generally speaking, ugly] and of & middle age.
Baut this rule has some exceptions, for there are some
Beatas young and handsome. They are dressed
with modesty, and walk, with a serious countenance.
But since their designs in this outward modesty, were
discovered, they are less in number and almost out
of fashion, since king Philip came to the throne of
Spain ; for the French liberty and freedom being
introduced amongst the ladies, they have no occasion
of stratagems to go abroad when they please: So,
as the design of a Beata was to have an excuse, on
pretence of confession, to go out, sublata causa
tollitur effectus.

The Confessor, I said, of a Beata, was sure of his
reward ; for she, watching the living and dead, useth
to gather money for masses, from several people, to
satisfy her confessor for the trouble of hearing her
impertinences every day. A Beata sometimes makes
her confesssor beleive that many things were revealed
to her by the Holy Spirit ; sometimes she pretends to
work miracles; and by such visions, fancies, or
dreams, the confessors fall into horrible crimes before
God and the world.

The following instance, which was published by the inquisitors,
will be a testimony of this truth. I give the real names of the
persons in this account, because the thing was made publie.

In the city of Saragossa, near the college of St.
Thomas of Villaneuva, lived Mary Guerrero, married
to a tailor; she was handsome, witty, and ambitious:
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but as the rank of a tailor’s wife could not make her
shine among the quality, she undertook the life of a

Beata, to be known by itin the city. The first step

she was to make was to choose a confessor of good
parts, and of good reputation among the nobility ; so
she pitched upon the reverend Father Fr. Michael
Navarro, a Dominican Friar, a man who was D. D.
and a man universally well beloved for his doctrine
and good behaviour. But, guande Venus vigilat,
Minerva dormit. She began to confess to him, and
in less than a year, by her feigned modesty, and
hypocritical airs; and by confessing no sixis, but the
religious exercises of her life ; the reverend father
began to publish in the city her sanctity to the highest
pitch. Many ladies and gentlemen of the first rank,
desirous to see the new saint, sent for her, but she
did not appear, but by her maid, gave a denial to all.
This was a new addition to the fame of her sanctity,
and a new incitement to the ladies to see hef. So
some, going to visit Father Navarro, desired the favor
of him to go along with them, and introduce them
to the blessed Guerrero: But the father, (either
bewitched by her, or in expectation of a bishoprick,
for the making of a saint, or the better to conceal his
private designs,) answered, that he could not do such
a thing; for, knowing her virtue, modesty, and
aversion to any act of vanity, he should be very much
in the wrong to give her opportunities of cooling her
fervent zeal and purity.

By that means, rich and poor, old and young, men
and women, began to resort to her neighbor’s house,
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and the Dominican church, only to see the blessed
Guerrero. She showed a great displeasure at these.
popular demonstrations of respect, and resolved to
keep close at home ; and after a long consultation
with the Father Navarro, they agreed that she should
keep her room, and that he would go to confess her,
and say mass in her room, (for the Dominicans, and
the four Mendicant orders, have a privilege for their
friars to say Mass, or, as they say, to set an’ altar
every where.) To begin this new way of living, the
father charged her husband to quit the house and
never appear before his wife ; for his sight would be
a great hindrance to his wife’s sanctity and purity :
and the poor sot believing every thing, went away
and took a lodging for himself and apprentice.

They continued this way of living, both she and
the Father, a whole year ; but the fatigue of going
every day to say Mass and confess the blessed, being
too great for the reverend, he asked leave from the
reverend father Buenacasa, then prior of the convent,
to go and live with her as a spiritual guide. The
prior, foreseeing some great advantage, gave him
leave, 0 he went for good and all to-be her lodger and
master of the house. When the father was in the
house, he began by degrees to give permission to the
people now and then to see the dlessed, through the
glass of a little windaw, desiring them not to make a
noise, for fear of disturbing the blessed in her exercise
of devetion ; She was in her own room, always upen
her knees, when some people were to see her through
the glass, which was in the wall between her room
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and that of the reverend. In a few months after, the
archbishop went to see her, and conversed with her
and the father Navarro, who was in great friendship
with, and much honored by his Grace. Thisexample
of the prelate put the nobility in mind to do the same.
The viceroy not being permitted by his royal repre-
sentation to go to her, sent his coach one night for
her, and both the father and the dlesssd had the
honor to sup in private 'with his Excellancy. This
being spread abroad, she was troubled with coaches
and presents from all sorts and conditions of people.
Many sick went there in hopes to be healed by her
sight ; and some that happened to-go when nature
itself was upon the crisis, or by the exercise of
walking, or by some other natural operation, finding
themselves better, used to cry out, a miracle, a
miracle ! She wanted nothing but to be carriedon a
pedestal upon the ignorant’s shoulders: The fame
of her sanctity was spread so far, that she was
troubled every post day with letters from people of
quality -in other provinces, so the reverend was
obliged to take a secretary under him, and a porter
to keep the door; for they had removed to another
house of better appearance and more conveniency.
Thus they continued for the space of two years, and
all this while the reverend was writing the life of the
blessed; and many times he was pressed to print
part of her life; but the time of the discovery of
their wickedness bemg come, they were taken by an
. -order from the holy inquisition. .. .

The discovery happened thus: Ann Moron, a
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surgeon’s wife, who lived next door to the blessed,

-had a child of ten months old; and, as a neighbor,
she went to desire the reverend to beg of the dlessed
to take the child and kiss him, thinking, that by such
an holy kiss, her child would be happy forever. But
the reverend desiring her to go herself and make the
request to the blessed, she did it accordingly. Mary
Guerrero took the child, and bid the mother leave
him with her for a quarter of an hour. Ann Moron
then thought that her child was already in heaven ;
but when in a quarter of an hour after, she came

_again for the child, the bdlessed told her, that her child
was to die the night following, for so God had
revealed to her in a short prayer she made for the
child. The child really died the night following, but
the surgeon, as a tender father, seeing some spots and
marks in his child’s body, opened it, and found in it
the cause of its unfortunate death, which was a dose
of poison. Upon this suspicion of the child’s being
poisoned, and the foretelling of his death by the
blessed, the father went to the inquisitors, and told
the nature of the thing. :

Don Pedro Guerrero, the first inquisitor, was then
absent ; so Don Francisco Torrejon, second inquisi-
tor went himself to examine the .thing, and seeing
the child dead, and all the circumstances against the-
blessed, he then ordered that she and the reverend, -
and all their domestic -servants, should be secured
immediately, and sent to the holy inquisition. All,
things were done accordingly, and this sudden and .
unexpected mdent madesueh a noise in town,[tha.t .

i cecenta B0
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every body reasoned in his own way, but nobody
dared to speak of the inquisitor. At the same time
every thing in the house was seized upon, with the
papers of the reverend, &¢. Among the papers was
found the life of the blessed, written by father
Navarro’s own hand. I said in the beginning that
he was bewitched, and so many people believed ; for
it scemed incredible that so learned a man as he was
in his own religion, should fall into so gross an igno-
rance as to write such a piece, in the method it was
found compesed ; for the manuseript contained about
six hundred sheets, whieh by an. order of the inquisi-
tors, were sent to.the gualificators of the Roly.office,
to be reviewed by them, and to have their opinions
thereupon. I shall speak of these qualificators, when
I come to treat of the inquisitors and their practices.
Now it is sufficient to say, that all the qualificators,
being examinators of the erimes committed against
_ the holy catholic fhith, examined the sheets, and their
opinion was, that the book entitled ZAe Jfe of the
blessed Mary Guerrero, composed by the reverend
_ father Fr. Michael Navarro, was scandalous, filse,
and against revealed doctrines in the Scripture, and
good manners, and that it deserved to be burnt in
the common yard of the holy offiice, by the mean
officer of it.

After this examination was made, the inquisitors
summoned two priests out of every parish church,
and two friars out of every convent, to come such a
day to the hall of the holy tribunal, to be present at
the trial and examinations against Mary Guerrero,
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and Michael Navarro. It was my turn to go to that
trial for the cathedral church of St. Salvatar. We
went the day appointed, and all the summoned priests
and friars, to the number of one hundred and fifty,
besides the inquisitors, officers of the inquisition, and
qualificators ; these had the eross of the holy office
before their breasts, which is set upon their habits in
a very nice manner. The number of qualificators I
reckoned that day in the hall, were two hundred and
twenty. When 4ll the summoned were together,
and the inquisitors under a canopy of black velvet,
(which is placed at the right corner of the altar, upon
which was an image of the crucifix, and six yellow
wax candles, without any other light,) they made
the signal to bring the prisoners to the bar, and
immediately they cameé out of prison, and kneeling
down before the holy fathers, the seeretary began to
read the articles of the examination, and convictions
of their crimes. '

Indeed, both the father and the blessed appeared
that day very much like saints, if we will believe the
Roman’s proverh, that paleness and thin visage is a
sign of sanctity. The examination, and the lecture
of their crimes was so long, that we were summoned
three tifties more upon the same trial, in which to the
best of my merory, I heard the following articles':

That by the blessed’s confession to Michael Na-
varro, this in the beginning of her life says: 1st.
That the hlessed creature knew no sin since she was.
born into the world. 2d. She has been several times
visited by the angels in her closet ; and Jesus Chris}

12 -
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himself has come down thrice to give her new
heavenly instructions. 3d. She was advised by the
divine spouse to live separately from her husband.
4th. She was once favored with a visit of the holy
trinity, and then she saw Jesus at the left hand of the

‘Father. 5th. The holy dove came afterwards and

sat upon her head many times. 6th. This holy

. comforter has foretold her, that her body after death

shall be always incorruptable ; and that a great king,
with the news of her death, shall come to honor her
sepulchre with this motto: “The soul of this warrier* -
is the glory of my kingdom.” 7th. Jesus Christ, in
a Dominican’s habit, appeared to her at night, and in
a celestial dream she was overshadowed by the spirit.
8th. She had taken out of purgatory seven times the
soul of her companion’s sister. (What folly !) 9th.
The Pope and the whole church shall rejoice in her
death; nay, his holiness shall canonize her, and put
her in the litany before the apostles, &e.

After these things, her private miracles were read,
&c., and so many passages of her life, that it would
be too tedious to give an account of them. I only
write these to show the stupidity of the reverend
Navarro, who, if he had been in his perfect senses,
could not have committed so gross an error.— (This
was the pious people’s opinion.)—The truth is,thatthe
Blessed was not overshadowed by the spirit, but by
her confessor ; for she being at that time with child,
and delivered in the inquisition, one article against

. *Guerrero, in Spanish, signifies warrior.
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the father was, that he had his bed near her bed, and
that he was the father of the new child, or monster
on earth.

Their sentences were not read in public, and what
was their end we know not; only we heard that the
husband of the blessed had notice given him by an
officer of the holy office, that he was at liberty to
marry any other he had a fancy for; and by this true
account the public may easily know the extravagances
of the Romish confessors, who, blinded either by their
own passions, or by the subtilties of the wicked beatas;
do commit so great and heineous crimes, &e.

There is another sort of beatas, whom we call
endemoniadas, i. e, demoniacs, and by these possessed
the confessor gets a vast deal of masses. I will tell
you, reader, the nature of the thing, and by it you
will see the cheat of the confessor and the demoniac.
I said before, that among the beatas there are two -
sorts, young, and of middle age, but all married ; and
that the young undertake the way of confessing every
day, or three times a week, to get an opportunity of
going abroad,and be delivered a while from their
husband’s jealousies: But many husbands being
jealous of the flies that come near their wives, they
scarcely give them leave to go to confess. Observe
further, that those women make their husbands
believe that out of spite, a witch has given them the
evil spirit, and they make such unusual gestures, both
with their faces and mouths, that it is enough to
make the world laugh only at the sight of them:
When they are in the fit of the evil spirit they talk
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blasphemously against God and his saints; they beat
husbands and servants ; they put themselves in such
a sweat, that when the evil spirit leaves them for a
while, (as they say,) they cannot stand upon their
feet for excessive fatigue. The poor deceived hus-
bands, troubled in mind and body, send for a physi-
cian; but this says, he has no remedy for such a
distemper, and that physic knows no manner of devil,

and so, their dealing being not of the spirit, but with .

the body, he sends the husband to the spiritual
physician ; and by that means they are, out of a good
design, precurers for their own wives; for really
they go to the spiritual father, begging his favor and
- assistance to come to exorcise, i. e. to read the prayer
of the church, and to turn eut the evil spirit out of his
wife’sbody. Then the father makes him understand,
that the thing is very troublesome, and that if the devil
is obstinate and positive, he cannot leave his wife in
three or four nights, and may be, in a month or two;
by which he must neglect other business of honor and
profit. To this the deluded husband promises that
his trouble shall be well recompenced, and puts a
peice of gold in his hand, to make him easy; so he
pays beforehand for his future dishonor. Then the
father exorcist gees along with him, and as spon as
the wife hears the voice of the exorcist, she flies into
an unmeasurable fury, and cries out, do not let that
man (meaning the exorcist) come to torment me (as if
the devil did speak in her and for her.) But he takes
the hysop with holy water and sprinkles the room.
Here the demoniac throweth herself on the floor,
" \
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teareth her clothes and hair, as if she was perfectly a
mad woman. Then the priest tieth the blessed stole,
i.e. a sort of scarf they make use of among other
ornaments to say mass, upon her neck, and begins
the prayers. Sometimes the devil is very timorous,
and leaves the creature immediately easy; sometimes
he is pbstinate, and will resist a long while before he
obeys the exorcisms of the church; but at last he
retires himself into his own habitation, and frees the
creature from his torments; for, they say, that the
devil or evil spirit, sometimes has his place in the
head, sometimes in the stomach, sometimes in the
liver, &c. After the woman is easy for a while, they
eat and drink the best that can be found in the town,

A while after, when the husband is to mind his
own business, the wife, on pretence that the evil
spirit begins again to trouble her, goes into her
chamber and desireth the father to hear her confes-
sion. They lock the door after them, and what they
do for an hour or two, God only knoweth. These
private confessions and exercises of devotion continue
for several months together, and the husband loath te
go to bed with his wife,for fear of the evil spirit,
goes to another chamber, and the father lieth in the
same room with his wife on a field-bed, to be always
ready, when the malignant spirit comes, to exorcise,
and beat him with the holy Stola. So deeply igno-
rant are the people in that part of the world, or so
great bigots, that on pretence of religious remedies to
cure their wives of the devilish distemper, they
contract a worse distemper aon their heads and honors,
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which no physician, either spiritual or corporal, can
ever cure. '
When in a month or two, the father and demoniac
have settled matters between themselves, for the
time to come, he tells the husband, that the devil is
in a great measure tamed, by the daily exorcisms of
the holy mother, the church, and that it is time for
him to retire, and mind other business of hisconvent ;
and that, it being impossible for him to continue
longer in his house, all he can do, is to serve him
and her in his convent, if she goes there every day.
The husband, with a great deal of thanks, pays the
father for his trouble, who, taking his leave, goes to
" his community, and gives to the father prior two
parts of the money (for the third part is allowed to him
for his own pains.) The day following, in the morning
the demoniac is worse than she was before : Then
the husband, out of faith, and zeal of a good Christian,
crieth out, the father is gone, and the devil is loose :
The exorcisms of the church are not ready at hand,
and the evil spirit thinks himself at liberty, and begins
to trouble the poor creature : Let us send her to the
convent, and the bold, malignant spirit shall pay dear
there for this new attempt. So the wife goes to the
father, and the father takes her into a little room,
next to the vestry, (a place to receive their acquaint-
ance, only of the female sex,) and there, both in
private, the father appeases the devil, and the woman.
goes .quiet and-easy to her house, wherg she con-
tinues in the same easiness till the next morning.
Then the devil begins to trouble her again; and the
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husband says, O obstinate spirit ! You malke all this
noise because the hour of being beaten with the holy
stola is near: I know that your spite and malice
against the exorcisms of the church is great ; but the
'power of them is greater than thine: Go, go to the
father, and go through all the lashes of the stola, So
the woman goes again to the father, and in this
manner of life they continue for a long while.
There is of these beatas, in every convent church,
not a few ; for sometimes, one of these exorcists keeps
six, and sometimes ten, by whom, and their husbands,
he is very. well paid for the trouble of confessing them
“every day, and for taming the devil. But the most
pleasant thing among those demoniacs is, that they
have different devils that trouble them; for, by a
strict commandment of the father, they are forced to
tell their names, so one is called Belzebub, another
Lucifer, &c.: And those devils are very jealous, one
of another. I saw several times, in the body of the
church, a battle among three of those demoniacs, on
pretence of being in the fit of the evil spirit,
threatening and beating one another, and calling one
another nicknames, till the father came with. the
- hysop, holy water and the stola,to appease them,
and bid them to be silent, and not to make such a
noise in the house of the Lord. And the whole
matter was, (as we knew afterwards,) that the father
exorcist was more careful of one than the others ;
and jealousy (which is the worse devil) getting into |
their heads, they give it to their respective devils,
who, with an infernal fury, fought one against
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another, out of pet and revenge for the ‘sake of thelr
lodging-room.

In the city Huesca, where (as they believe)
Pontius Pilate was professor of law in the university,
and his chair, or part of it, is kept in the bishop’s
palace for a show, and a piece of antiquity, (and
which I saw myself,) I say, I saw, and conversed
both with the father exorcist and the beata demoniae’
about the following instance :

The thing not being publicly divulged, but among
a few persons, I will give an account of it under the
names of father John and Dorothea. This Dorothea,
when thirteen years old, was married, against her incli-
nations, to a tradesmani fifty years old. The beauty of
Dorothea, and the ugliness of her husband, were very
much, the one admired, and the other observed by all
the inhabitants of the city. The bishop’s secretary
made the match, and read the ceremony of the church,
for he was the only executor of her father’s will and
testament. She was known by the name of Young
dancing eyes. Her husband was jealous of her, in
the highest degree: She could not go out without
him ; and so she suffered this torment for the space
of three years. She had an aversion, and a grest
antipathy against him. Her confessor was a young,
well-shaped friar ; and whether out of her own ¢on-
trivance, or by the friar’s advice, one day, unexpected
by her husband, the devil was detected and mari-
fested in her. What affliction this was to the -old,
amorous, jealous husband, is inexpressible. The
poor man went himself to the jesuit’s college, next to
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his house, for an exorcist, but the jesuit could dor
nothing to appease that devil, to the great surprise
of the poor husband, and many others too, who
believe, that & jesuit ean command ard overcome the
devil himself, and that the devils are mere afraid of
a jesuit, than of their sovereign prince in hell.

The poor husband sent for many others, but the
effect did not answer the purpose, till at last her own
confessor came to her, and after manyexorcismaand
private prayers, she was (or the devilin her) pacified
for a while. This was a testimony of the father
John’s fervent zeal and virtue to the husband; so
they settled how the case was to be managed for the
futwe. Friar John was very well recompensed upett
the bargain ; and both the demoniac and friay Jalm
continued in daily battle with the evil spirit for two
years together. The husband began to sleep quiet
and easy, thinking that his wife, having the devil in
her Body, was not able to be unfaithful te him ; for

while the malignant torments the body, the waman -

begins to fast in public, and eat n private with the
exorcist ; and the exercises of such demoniacs are all
of prayers and devotions ; so the deceived husband
believes it is better to have a demoniac wife, than
one free from the evil spirit.
The exorcisms of friar John, (being to appease not
a spiritual, but a material devil,) he and Dorothea
were botl discovered, and found in the fact, by a
friar in the same convent, who, by many presents
from fiiar John and Ddrothea, did not revea] the
thing to the prior, but he told it to some of his fnends,
: 13
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which were enemies to friar John, from whom 1
heard the story. For my part, I did not believe ‘it
for a while, till at last, I knew, that the friar John
was removed into anether convent, and that Dorothea
left her house and husband, and went after him ;
though the husband endeavored to spread abroad,
that the devil had stolen his wife. These are the
effects of the practices of the demoniacs and exorcists.
Now I come to the persons of public authority, either in ecclesi-
astical, civil, or military affairs, and to the ladies of the first
quality or rank in the world. As to those, I must beg leave
‘to tell the truth, as well as of the inferior people. But,
because the confessors of such persons are most commonlyall
Jesuits, it seems very apropos to give a description of those
Fathers, their practices and lives, and to write of them, what
1 know to be a matter of fact. .

Almost in all the Roman-Catholic countries, the
Jesuit fathers are the teachers of the Latin tongue,
and to this purpose they have in every college, (so
they call their convents) four large rooms, which are
called the four classes for the grammar. There is
one teacher in each of them. The city corporation,
or political body, paying the rector of the Jesuits so
much a year, and the young gentlemen are at no
expense at all for learning the Latin tongue. The
scholars lodge in town, and they go every day, from
eight in the morning till eleven, to the college ; and
when the clock strikes eleven, they go along with the
four teachers to hear mass: They go at two in the
afternoon, till half after four,and so they do all the.
year long, except the holidays, and the vacations
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from the fifteenth of August till the ninth of Septem-
- ber. As the four teachers receive nothing for their
trouble, because the payment of the city goes to the
community, they have contrived how to be recom-
pensed for their labor : There were in the college of
Saragossa, when I learned Latin, very near six
hundred scholars, noblemen, and tradesmen’s sons ;
- every one was to pay every Saturday a real of plate
for the rule (as they callit.) There i# a custom,to
have a public literal act once every day, to which are
invited the young gentlemen’s parents, but none of
the common people. The father rector and all the
community are present, and placed in their velvet
chairs. To the splendid performance of this act, the
four teachers ‘choose twelve gentlemen,and each of
them is to make, by heart,a Latin speech in the
pulpit. They choose besides the twelve, one emperor,
two kings, and two pretors, which are always the
most noble of the young gentlemen: They wear
crowns on their heads that day, which is the dis-
tinguishing character of their learning. The emperor
sits under a canopy, the pretors on each side, and the
kings a step lower, and the twelve senators in two
lines next to the throne. This act lasts three hours ;
and after all is over, the teachers and the father
rector invite the nobility and the emperor, with the
pretors, kings and senators, to go to the common hall
of the college, to take refreshment of the most nice
sweetmeats and best liquor. The fathers of the
emperor, kings, pretors, and 'senators, are to pay for
all the charges and expenses, which are fixed to be
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a thundred -pistoles every .month. And every time
there axe new emperors or kings, &e. by moderate
eomputation, we were sure, that out of the remainder
of the hundred pistales a month, and a real of plate
every ‘week from each of the scholars, the four father
teachers had clear, to be divided among themselves
every ysar, sixteen hundred pistoles.
We must-own that the jesuits are very fit, and the
_most prgper persons for the education of youth,and
that all these exercises and public acts (though for
their .intereats) aze great stimulations and incitements
to llepxning in young gentlemen ; for ane of them
will study night snd day only to get the empty title
of [Emperar, ¥ic. once in 2 manth ; -and their parents
we very glad 40 expend eight pistoles a year to
anconrage their sons, and besides that, they believe,
thet they exe under a great phligation to the Jesuit’s

college, wnd the jesyits knowing their tempens, be-

come, ot only sequrinted with them, but absolute
masters of their houses : I must own, likewise, that
1 newar heard of :any jesuit father, any thing against
good manners.or Christian conversation ; for really,
they behawe themsdlves, as to outwezd appearanee,
with #0 jgneat civility, modesty, and policy, that
nobody .has any thing to say -against their deport-
ment in the world, exeept self-interest and embition.

And aeally, the Jesuits’.order isithe richest of all
the orders in Christendom ; -and ‘becanse the rreasaqn
of ritiis mot well dmown, I will now tell the ways by
which they gatber together:so greas treasures eveny
whave. s they mxe mivermlly teachens of ithe
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Latin tongue, and have this opportunity to know the
youth, they. pitch upon the most ingenious young
men, and upon the richest of all, though they be not
very witty ; they spare neither time, nor persuasions
nor presents, to persuade them to. be of the society
of Jesus (so they name their order): the poor and
ingenious are very glad of it, and the noble and rich
1op, thinking to be great men npon account of their
quality : so their colleges are composed of witty and
noble people. By the noble gentlemen they get
riches ; .by the witty and, ingenious they support
their learning, and breed up teachers and great men
40 govern the consciences of princes, people of publie
authority, and ladies of the first rank.

They do not zeceive ladies in private in their
eolleges, but always in the middle of the church or
chapel ; they never sit down to hear them. They
do not recieve charity for ‘masses, nor beatas, nor
demoninas in their church, (I never saw ome there)
- their modesty and civil manners charm every one

~ that speaks with them ; theugh I believe, all that is
to carry on their private end and interests. They
e mdefatlgable in the procuring the good of souls,
and sending missionaries to catechise the children in
the counry ; and they have fit persons in every
eollege for all sorts of exercises, either of devotian, of
law, or policy, &c. They entertain nobody within
sbe gate of the college, so nobody knows what they
do amogg themselves. If it sometimes happens that
one doth not ppswer their expectation, after he has
tolkon $he habit, they furn him out; for they have
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fourteen years trial : but as soon as they turn him
out, they underhand procure a handsome settlement
for him ; so that he who is expelled dares not say
any thing against them, for fear of losing his bread.
And if, after he is out, he behaves himself well, and
gets some riches, he is sure to die a jesuit.

I heard of Don Pedro Segovia, who had been a
jesuit, but was turned out, but by the jesuits’influ-
ence,he got a prebendary in the cathedral church,
and was an eminent preacher. He was afterwards
constantly visited by them,and whenhe came to die,
he asked again the habit, and being granted to him
he died a jesuit, and by his death the jesuits became
heirs of twenty thousand pistoles in money and lands.

There are confessors of kings and princes, of
ministers of state, and generals, and of all the people
of distinction and estates. So it is no wonder if they
are masters of the tenth part of the riches in every
kingdom, and if God doth not put a stop to their
covetousness, it is to be feared, that one way or other, -
they will become masters of all, for they do not seek
dignities, being prohibited by the constitutions of
their order, to be bishops and popes; it is only
allowed to them to be cardinals, to govern the pope
by that means, as well as to rule emperors, kings, and
princes. At this present time all the sovereigns of
Europe have jesuits for their confessors.

Now it is high time to come to say something as
to their practices in confessions; and I-will only
speak of those I knew particularly well.

First, The reverend father Navasques, professor
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of divinity in their college, was chosen confessor of
the countess of Fuentes, who was left a widow at
twenty-four years of age. This lady, as well as
other persons of quality, kept a coach and servant
for the father confessor. He has always a father
companion to say mass to the lady. She allows so
much a year to the college, and so much to her con-
fessor and his companion. All persons have an
oratory or chapel in their houses, by dispensation
from the pope, for which they pay a great deal of
money. There way of living is thus, in the morning
they send the coach and servant to the college, most
commonly at eleven of the clock : the father goes
every day at that time, and the lords and ladies do
not confess every day ; they have mass said at home
and after mass, the reverend stays in the lady’s
company till dinner-time : then he goes to the college
till six’in the evening, and at six goes again. to see
the lady or lord, till eleven.- What are their dis-
courses I do not know, This I know, that nothing
is done in the family without the reverend’s advice
and approhation. So it was with the countess’
family, and when she died, the college got four
thousand pistoles a year from her.

The reverend father Muniessa, confessor of the
dutchess of Villahermosa, in the same manner got at
her death thirty thousand pistoles, and the reverend
father Aranda, confessor to the countess of Aranda,
got two thousand pistoles yearly rent from her, all
for. the college. - Now what means they make use of
to bewitch the people and to suck their substance,
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évery body may think, but nobody may guess at.

. An ingenious politician was asked how the jesuits
could be rightly described and defined, and he gave
this definition of them. Amici frigidi, and inimici
calidi, i e, cold friends and wasm eneri¢s. And
this is all I ean write ¢oncerning their manners and
praetices,

Before I dismiss this subject, I cannot pass by one
instance more, touching the practices of confessors in
general, and that is, that sifiee I came to these
norshiers countries, I have beern told by gentlemen of
good sense, and serious in fheir converdation, that.
many priests and friays were procurers (whem they
were in those parts of the world) and showed them
the way of falling inko the common s, It is no -
douybt they know sl the lowd womesn by suticulay
confession, but I could not belisve they could be so
villandus and base, a5 to make & show of their
wickedness: before strangers. This I most say in
vindication of & great many of them (for whak I wyite
is only of the wicked énes, that they are many'times:
engaged in intrigues unknown to themselves, and
they are not to be blamed, but only the persons that
with false insinuations, make them believe 2 Ke for
- & truth, end this under a pretence of devution. To
clear this ¥ will tell a story, which was told me by 2
odlonel in the English semee, who lives- at present
in London.

Ha said t6 me that an dffieer, a friend of his, wus
@ privener in Spain : his ledgings were opposite to
eouneellor’s house. The counceflor was old and
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jealous, the lady young, handsome, and confined, and
the officer well shaped and very fair. The windows
and balconies of the councellor were covered with
narrow lattices, and the officer never saw any woman
of that house. But the lady, who had several times
seen him at his window, could not long conceal her
love; so she sent for her father confessor, and spoke
with him in the following manner : My reverend
father, you are my spiritural guide, and you must
prevent the ruin of my soul, reputation, and quietness
of my life. Over the way, said she, lives an English
officer, who is constantly at the window, making
signs and demonstrations of love to me, and though
1 endeavor not to haunt my balcony, for fear of being
found out by my spouse ; my waiting maid tells me
that he is always there. You know my spouse’s
temper and jealousy, and if he observes the least
thing in the world, I am undone forever. So to put
a timely stop to this, I wish you would be so kind as
to go over and desire him to make no more signs ;
and that if he is a gentleman, as he seems to be, he
will' never do any thing to disquiet a gentlewoman.
The credulous confessor, believing every syllable,
went over to the English officer, and told him the
message, asking his pardon for the liberty he took ;
but that he could not help lt, being d4s he was the
lady’s confessor.

The officer, who was of a very fiery temper,
answered him in a resolute manner. Hear, friar,
said he to the confessor, go your way, and -never
come to me with such false stories, for I do not know

14
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what you say, nor I never.saw ‘any lady over the’

way. The poor father, full of shame and fear, took
his leave, and went to deliver the answer to the lady
What, said she, doth he deny the truth ? I hope God
will prove my innocence before you, and that before
two days. The father did eomfort her, and went to
his convent. The lady seeing her designs frustrated
his way, did contrive another to let the officer know,
her inclination. So one of her servants wrote a

letter to her in the officers name, with many lovely -

expressions, and desiring her to be in her garden
at eight in the dark evening, under a fig tree
next to the walls. And recommending to her servant
the secret, sealed the letter directed to her. Two
‘days after, she sent for her confessor again, and told,
him, Now my reverend father, God has put a letter,
from the officer, into my hands to convince him and
you of the truth. Pray take the letter and ‘go to him

and if he denies, as he did before, show him his own -

letter, and I hope he will not be so bold as to trouble
me any more. He did accordingly, and the English
gentleman answered as the first time ; and as he
flew into a passion, the father told him, Sir, see this
letter, and answer me : which the officer reading,
soon understood . the ' 1eaning, and said, Now, my
.good father, I must own my folly, for I canhot deny
my handwriting, and to assure you, and the lady, that
I shall be quite a different man for the future, pray
tell her that I will obey her commands, and that I
will never do any .thing against her orders. The
- confessor, very- glad of so unexpected good- suocess,
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as he thought, gave the answer to the lady, adding
to it, Now, madam, you may be quiet, and without
any fear, for he will obey you. Did not I tell you,
said she, that he could not deny the fact of the letter ?
So the conféssor went home, having a, very good
opinion of the lady, and the English officer too, whe
did not fail to go to the rendezvous, &ec. . .
. Every serious, religious man, will rather blame the
wicked lady, than the confessor: for the poor man,
though he was a procurer and instrument of bringing
that intrigue to an efféct, really he. was .irmocent all
the while; and how could he suspect any thing of
wantonness. in a lady.so devoutly affected and so
watchful of the ruin of her soul, honor, and quietness
_of her life? Wemust excuse them in such a case as
this was, and say, that many and many confessors,
if they are procurers, they do it unknown to them-
selves, and out of pure zeal for the good of the souls,
or to prevent many disturbances in a family : But as
for those that, out of wickedness, busy themselves in
so0 ‘bage and villanous exercises, I say, heaven and
earth ought to rise in judgment against them. They
do deserve to be punished in this world, that, by their.
example, the: same exercise nnght be prevented in.
others. o
- I have given an account of ‘some private ‘confes-
sions of both sexes, and of the most secret practices
of some. of the Roman-Catholic priests, according te
what I promised the public in my printed proposals.
And from all that is written and said, I mve leave
to draw some few inferences. 1
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First, I say, that the pope and councils are the

original causes of the aforesaid misdoings and ill
practices of the Romish priests. Marriage being
forbidden to a priest, not by any commandment of
God or divine scripture, but by a strict ordinance
from the pope, an indisputable canon of the council.
This was not practised by them for many centuries
after the death of our saviour; and the priests were
then more religious and exemplary than they are now.
I know the reasons their church has for.it, which I
will not contradict, to avoid all sort of controversy :
But this I may say, that if the priests, friars and nuns
were at lawful liberty to marry, they would be better
Christians, the people richer in honor and estates,
the kingdom better peopled, the king stronger, and
the Romish religion more free from foreign attempts
and calumnies. '
. They do make a vow of chastity, and they break
it by living loose,lewd, and irregular.lives. They
do vow poverty, and their thirst for riches is un-
quenchable; and whatever they get, is most com-
monly by unlawful means. They swear obedience,
and they only obey their lusts, passions and inclina-
tion. How many sins are occasioned by binding
themselves with these three vows in a monastical life,
it is inexpressible :. And all, or the greater number
of sins committed by them, would be hindered, if the
pope and “council were to imitate the right founda-
tions of the primitive church, and the apostles of
Jesus Christ our Savieur. |

As to particular persons, among the priests and



POPISH CHURCH. 109

friars, touching their corruptions and ill practices in
auricular confession, I say, they do act against divine
and human law in such practice, and are guilty of
several sins, especially sacrilege and robbery. It is
true, the Moral Summs are defective in the instruc-
tion of confessors, as opinions, grounded in the erro-
neous principles of their church: But as to the
settled rules for the guiding and advising the penitent,
what he ought to do, to walk uprightly, they are not
defective ; so the confessors cannot plead ignorance
for so doing, and consequently the means they make
use of in the tribunal of conscience, are all sinful,
being only to deceive and cheat the poor, ignorant
people.

Their practices then, are aga.mst divine and human
law, contrary to the holy scriptures, nay, to humanity
itself : For, Thou that teachest another, thou shalt
not kill, nor commit adultery, nor steal, nor covet
thy neighbor’s goods, nor wife : Dost thou all those
things? And to insist only on sacrilege and robbery.
What can it be but robbery and sacrilege, to sell
absolution, or, which is the same thing, to refuse it
to the penitent, if he does not give so much money
for masses ?

This may be cleared by their own principles, and
hy the opinions of their casuistical authors, who agree
in this, viz.: That there are three sorts of sacrilege,
or a sacrilege which may be committed three different
ways. These are the expressions they make use of :
Sacrum in sacro: Sacrum exsacro: Sacrum pro
sacro. That is, to take a sacred thing for a sacred
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thing, a sacred thing in a sacred place ; and'a sacred -
thing out of a sacred place. All these are robbery
and sacrilege together, according to sheir opinions ;
and I said that the confessars in their practices are
guilty of all three ; for in their opinion, the. holy
tribunal of conscience is a sacred thing ; the ahsalu-
tion and consecrated church are sacred likewise. As
for the money given for the relief of the souls in
purgatory, Corrella, in his Moral Sum, says, that that
is a sacred thing too. Now it is certain among them,
that no priest can receive money for absolution,
directly or indirectly, Those then that take it, rob
that money which is unlawfuylly taken from the
penitent ; and it is a sacrilege too, because they take
a sacred thing for a sacred thing, viz.: the sacred
money for masses taken for absolution. They take
that sacred thing in a sacred place, viz.: in the
sacred tribunal of conscience: and they take a
sacred thing out of a sacred place, viz. : the church

Again : Though most commonly; Quodcumgue
ligaveris super terram ; erit ligatum et in caelis,is
understood by them literally, and the pope ‘usurps:
the power of absolving men witheut contrition,
provided they have attrition, or only confession by-
mouth, as we shall see in the following chapter of
the popes’s bull. Nevertheless the casuists, when.
they come to treat of a perfect confession: under the.
sacrament of penance, they unanimously say, that.
three things are absolutely necessary to a perfect con-
fession, and to:salvation too, viz.: Opris  confessio,
cordis contritio, and operss satisfactio. ‘Though at
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the same time they say, except in case of pontifical
dispensation with faculties, privileges, indulgences,
and pardon of all sins committed by a man: ~ But
though they except this case, I am sure they do it
out of obedience, and flattery, rather than your own
belief. If they then believe, that without contrition.
of heart, the absolution is of no effect, why do they
persuade the contrary to the penitent ? Why do
they take money for absolution? It i m, then, a cheat,
robbery, and sacrilege. -

Secondly. I say, that the confessors [generally
speaking] are the the occassion of the ruin of many
families, of many thefts, debaucheries, murders, and
divisions among' several families [for which they
must answer before that dreadful tribunal of God,
when and where all the seeret practices and wicked-
ness shall be‘disclosed ]; add to this, that by auricular '
confession, they are acquainted with the tempers and
inclinations of people, which contribute very much
to heap up-riches, and to make themselves com-
manding masters of all sorts of persons; for when a
confessor -is theroughly acquainted with a -man’s
temper and natural inclinations, it is the most easy
thing in the world to bring him to his own opinion,
and to be master over him and his substance.

That the confessors, commonly speaking, are the
occasion of all the aforesaid mischiefs, will appear by
the following observations :

First, They get the best estates from the rich peo-
ple, for the use and benefit of theit communities, by
which many and many private persons, and whole
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families, are reduced and ruined. Obseve now their
practices as to sick. If a nobleman of a good estate
be very ill, the confessor must be by him night and
day ; and when he goes to sleep, his companion sup-
plies his place, to direct, and exhort the sick to die
as a good christian, and to advise him how to make
his last will and testament. If the confessor is a
down-right honest man, he must betray his principles
of honesty, or disoblige his superior, and all the com-
munity, by getting nothing from the sick; so he
chargeth upon the poor man’s conscience, to leave
his convent thousands of masses; for the speedy
delivery of his soul out of purgatory ; and besides
that, to settle a yearly mass forever upon the convent
and to leave a voluntary gift, that the friars may
remember him in their public and private prayers,
as a benefactor of that community: And in these
and “other legacies and charities, three parts of his
estate go to the church, or convents. - But if the
confessor have a large conscience, then without any
christian consideration for the sick man’s family and
poor relations, he makes use of all the means an
inhuman, covetous man can invent, to get the whole
estate for his convent. And this is the reason why
they are so rich, and so many families so poor,
reduced, and ruined.

From these we may infer thefts, murders, de-
baucheries, and divisons of families. I say, ‘the
confessors are the original causes of all these ill con-
sequences; for when they take the best of estates
for themselves, no wonder if private persons and
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whole families are left in such want, and neces-
sity, that they abandon themselves to all sorts of sins,
and hazards of losing both lives and honors, rather
than to abate something of their pride.

I might prove this by several instances, which I
do ' not question, are very well known by several
curious people: and though some malicious persons
are apt to suspect that such instances are mere
dreams, or forgeries of envious people ; for my part
I believe, that many confessors are the original cause
of the aforesaid evils, as may be seen by the follow-
ing matter.of fact :

In the aecount of the jesuits and their practices, I
said that the reverend Navasques was the confessor
of . the countess of Fuentes, who was left a widow at
twenty-four years of age, and never married again :
for the reverend’s care is to advise them to live a
single life. (Purity being the first step to heaven.)
The lady countess had no children, and had an estate
of her own,of 4000 pistoles a year, besides her
jewels and household goods, which, after her death,
were valued at 15,000 pistoles. All these things and
her personal estate, were left to the jesuit’s college,
though she had many near relations, among whom I
knew two young gentlemen, second cousins of her
ladyship, and two young ladies kept in the house as
- her cousins teo. She had promised to give them a .

settlement suitable to: their quality and merits;
which promise the father .confessor confirmed to
them several times. But the lady died, and both the
young ladies and the two gentlemen were left under

, 15
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the providence of God, for the countess had forgotten
them in her last will ; and the father confessor took
no notice of them afterward. The two young ladies
abandoned themselves to all manner of private
pleasures at first, and at last to public wickedness.
As to the young gentlemen, in a few months after
the lady’s death, one left the city and went to serve
the king, as a cadet: the other following & licentious
life, was ready to finish his days with shame and
‘dishonor upon a public scaffold, had not the goodness
and compassion of the marquis of Camarrassa, then
viceroy of Aragon, prevented it. Now, whether
the father confessor shall be answerable before God,
" for all the sins committed by the young ladies, and
one of the gentlemen, for want of what they expected
from the countess, or not? God only knows. We
may think and believe, that if the lady had provided
for them according to their condition in the world, in
all human probability they had not committed such
sins, - Or if the college, or the reverend father had
been more charitable, and compassionate to the con-
dition they were left in, they had put a tnnely atop
to their wickedness. :
Thirdly. I say that confessors and preachers are
the occasion, that many thousands of young nien and
women choose a single, retired life, in & monastery
or convent; and therefore are the cause ¢f many'
families being extinguished, and their own treasure
exceedingly increased. ,
If a gentleman have two or three sons; and as
many daughters, the confessor of the family adviseth
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the father to keep the eldest son at home, and send
the rest, both sans and daughters, into a convent or
monastery ; praising the monastical life, and saying,
that to be retired from the world, is the safest way
toheaven. There is a proverb which runs thus in
English: It is better to be alone, than in bad
company. And the confessors alter it thus: J¢ is
better to be alone, than in gpod company ; which
‘they pretend to prove with so many sophistical argu-
ments, nay, with a passage from the Scirpture ; and
this not only in private conversation, but publicly in
the pulpit. I remember, I heard my celebrated Mr.
. F. James Garcia preach a sermon upon the subject
of a retired life and solitude, which sermon and
others preached by him in lent, in the cathedral
church of St. Salvator, were printed afterwards.
The book is in folio, and its title Quadragesima de
Gracia. He was the first preacher I heard make use
of the above proverb, and alter it in the aforesaid
‘way ; and to prove the sense of his alteration he
said : Remember the woman in the apocalypis, that .
ran from heaven into the desert. What! was not
‘that woman in heaven, in the company of the
stars and planets, by which are represented all the
heavenly spirits? Why then quits she that good

company, and chooses to be alone in a desert place ? |
Because, said he, that woman is ‘the holy soul,

and for a soul that desireth to be holy; it is

- better to be alone than in good company. In

the desert, in the convent, in'the monastery, the

soul is -safe, free from sundry temptations of the
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world ; and so it belongs to a christian soul, not
only to run from bad company, but to quit the best
company in the world and retire into the desert of a
convent, or monastery, if that soul desire to be holy
and pure ; this was his proof, and if he had not been
my master, I would have been bold to make some
reflections upon it. ' But the respect of a disciple,
beloved by him, is enough to make me silent, and
leave to the reader the satisfaction of reflecting in his
own way, to which I heartily submit.

" These, I say, are the advices the confessors give to

‘the fathers of families, who, glad of lessening the

expences of the house, and of seeing their children
provided for, send them into the desert place of a
convent, which is really in the middle of the world.-
Now observe, that it is twenty to one, that their heir
dies before he marries and has children: so the .
estate and every thing else fall to the second, who is
a professed friar or nun, and as they cannot use the
expression of meum or tuum, all goes that way to
the community. And this is the reason why many
families are extinguished, and their names quite out
of memory : the convent so crowded, the kingdom so
thin of people ; and the friars, nuns, and monasteries
so rich.

Fourthly. I say that the confessors, priests, and
especially friars, make good this saying among the
common people : Frayle o fraude es todo uno; i. e.
friar or fraud is the same thing ; fqr they not only

" defraud whole families, but make use of barbarous,

inhuman means to get the estates of many rich
persons. :
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The Marquis of Arino had one only daughter,and
his second brother was an Augustan friar, under
whose care the marquis left his daughter when he
died. She was fifteen years of age, rich and hand-
some. Her uncle and executor was at that time
doctor and professor of divinity in the university, and
prior of the convent, and could not personally take
care of his neice and her family ; so he desired one
of her aunts to go and live with her, and sent another
friar to be like a steward and overseer of the house.
The uncle was a good honest man and mighty
religious. He minded more his office of prior, his
- study and exercises of devotion, than the riches,
pomp, magnificence and vanity of the world ; so,
seeing that the discharge of his duty and that of an
executor of his neice. were inconsistent together, he
did resolve to marry her ; which he did to the baron
Suelves, a young, handsome, healthy, rich gentleman ;
but he died seven months after his marriage, so the
good uncle was again at the same trouble and care
of his neice, who was left a widow, but without child-
ren. After the year of her mourning was expired,
she was married to the great president of the council,
who was afterwards great chancellor of the kingdom,
but he died, leaving no children. The first and
second husband left all their estates to her ; and she
was reckoned to have eighty thousand pistoles in
yearly rent and goods. A year after, Don Pedro
Carillo, brigadier-general, and general govenor of
the kingdom, married her, but has no children by her.
I left both the govenor and the lady alive, when I
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quitted the country. Now I come to .the point. It
was specified in all the matches between the gentle-
men and the lady, that if they had no issue by her,
all the estate and goods should fall to the uncle as a
second brother of her father ; and so ex necessitate
the convent should be forever the only enjoyer of it.
It was found out, but too late, that the friar steward,
before she first married, had given her a dose to
make her a barren woman ; and though nobody did
believe that the uncle had any hand in it, (so great
an opinion the world and the lady’s husband had of
him,) every body did suspect at first the friar
steward, and so it was confirmed at last by his own
confession ; for being at the point of death, he owned
the fact publicly and his design in it.

Another instance. A lady of the first rank, of
eighteen years of age, the only heiress of a con-
siderable estate, was kept by her parents at a dis-
tance from all sorts of company, except only that of
the confessor of the family, who was a learned and
devout man; but as these reverends have always a
father companion to assist them at home and abroad,
many times the mischief is contrived and effected
. unknown to the confessor, by his wicked companion;

so it happened in this instance. The fame of the
wonderful beauty of this young lady was spread so
far abroad, that the king and queen being in the city
-for eight months together, and not seeing the cele-
brated beauty at their court, her majesty asked her
father one day, whether he had any children? "And
when- he answered, that he had only one daughter,
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he was desired by the queen to bring her along with
him to court, the next day, for she had a great desire
to see her beauty so much admired at home and
abroad. The father could not refuse it, and so the
next day the lady did appear at court, and was so
much admired that a grandee (who had then the
command of the army, though not of his own pas-
sions) said, this is the first time I see-the sun among
the stars. The grandee began to covet that inesti-
mable jewel, and his heart burning in the agreeable
flame of her eyes, he went to see her father, but
could not see the daughter. At last, all his endeavors
being in vain, for he was married, he sent for the
confessor’s companion, whose interest and mediation
he got by money and fair promises of raising him to
an exclesiastical dignity ; so by that means he sent
a letter to the lady, who read it, and in very few
days he got her consent to disguise himself and come
to see her along with the father companion ; so one
evening in the dark, putting on a friar’s habit, he
went to her chamber, where he ‘was always in
company with the companion friar, who by crafty
persuasions made the lady understand, that if she
did not consent to every thing that the grandee
should desire, her life and reputation were lost, &c.
In the same disguise they saw one another several
times to the grandee’s satisfaction, and her grief and
vexation. : )

But the court being gone, the young lady began to
suspect sormie -public proof of her intrigue, till then
secret, ahd consultiug the father companion upon it,

.
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he did what he could to prevent it, but in vain. The
misfortune was suspected, and owned by her to her
parents. The father died of grief in eight days time :

and the mother went into the country with her
daughter, till she was free from her disease, and
afterwards, both ladies, mother and daughter, retired
into a monastery, where I knew and conversed
several'times with them. The gentleman had made
his will long before, by which the -convent was to
get the estate in case the lady should die without
children; and as she had taken the habit of a nun,
and professed the vows of religion, the prior was so
ambitious that he asked the estate, alleging, that she

- being a professed nun, could have no children ; to

which the lady replied, that she was obliged to obey
her father's will, by which she was mistress of the
estate during her life ; adding that it was better for
the father prior not to insist on his demand; for she.

~ was ruined in her reputation by the wlckedness of

one of his friars, and that she if pressed, would show
her own child, who was the only heir of her father’s
estate. But the prior, deaf to her threatenings, did
carry on his pretentions, and by an agreement, (not
to make the thing more public than it was, for very
few knew the true story,) the prior got the estate,
obliging the convent to give the lady and her mother,
during their lives, 400 pistoles every year, the whole
estate being 5000 yearly rent.

- I could give several more instances of this nature
to convince that the confessors, priests, and friars are
the fundamental original cause of almost all the
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misdoings and mischiefs that happen in the families.
By the instances already given every body may
easily know the secret practices of some of the
Romish priests, which are an abomination to the
Lord, especially in the holy tribunal of confession.
So I may conclude and dismiss this first chapter,
saying, that the confession is the mint of friars and
priests, the sins of the penitent the metals, the abso-
lution the coin of money, and the confessors the
keepers of it. Now the reader may draw from these
accounts as many inferences as he pleases, till, God
willing, I furnish him with new arguments, and
instances, of their evil practices in the second part of
this work.

16






PART IL

This is 2 trup. copy of the Pope’s Bull ont of Spanish, in the
- translation of which inte English, I am tied up to the
letter almost word for word, and this is to prevent (as to this
point) all calumny and objection, which may be made against
ity by some cnhc among the Roman-Cathohcs.

MDCCXVIIL

BuLr of the holy &rusade, granted by the holiness
of our most holy father Clement, the XlIth, to the
kingdoms of Spain, and the isles to them pertaining, in
favor of all of them, that should help and serve the
king Dn. Philip V. our lord, in the war and expenses
of it, which he doth make‘against the enemies of our
catholic faith, with great indtlgences and pardons,
for the year one thousand seven hundred and
eighteen.

The prophet Joel, sorry for the damages which the .
sons of Itrael did endure by the invasion of the
Chaldean armies, (zéalous, for and desirous of their
defence, after having recommended to them the
ebservance of the law) calling the soldiers to the war,
saith : That he saw, for the comfort of all, a mystical

spririg come out from God and his house, which did
water and wash away the sins of that people. Chap.
3, v. 18. |

Seeing then our most holy father, Clement XI, (who -
‘at this day doth rule, and govern the holy apostolical
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see) for the zeal of the catholic king of the Spains,
Dn. Philip, the Vth, for the defence of our holy faith,
and for that purpose gathereth together, and main-
taineth his armies against all the enemies of christi-
anity, to help him in his holy enterprise, doth grant
him this bull, by which his holiness openeth the
springs of the blood of Christ, and the treasure of his
inestimable merits ; and with it encourageth all the
christians to the assistance of this undertaking. For
this purpose, and that they might enjoy this benefit ;
he orders to be published the following indulgences,
graces, and faculties, or privileges.

-'1. His holiness doth grant to all the true christians
of the said kingdom and dominions, dwellers, and
settled, and inhabitants in them, and to all comers to
them, or should be found in them ; who, moved with
the zeal of promoting the holy catholic faith, should
go personally, and upon their own expenses, to the
war in the army, and with the forces which his
majesty sendeth, for the time of one year, to fight
against the Turks, and other infidels, or to do any
other service, as, to help personally in the same army,
continuing «n it the whole year. To -all these his.
holiness doth grant a free and full indulgence,and.
pardon of all-their sins, (if they have a perfect con- .
trition, o, if they confess them by mouth, and if they
camnot, if they have a hearty desire of it) which bath -
been used to be granted to them that to go to the con-
quest of the holy land, and in the year of Jubilee: and.
declares that all they, that should die before the end
of the expedition, or in the way, as they are going

!
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to the army before the expedition, should likewise -
enjoy and obtain the said pardon and indulgence.

He granteth also the same to them, who, (thongh
they do not go personally) should send another upon
their own expenses in this manner, viz: If he that
sends another is a cardinal, primate, patriarch, arch-
bishop, bishop, son of a king, prince, duke, marquis,
or éarl, then he must send as many as he cap
possibly send, till terr; and if he cannot send ten, he
must send at least four soldiers. All other persons
of what condition soever they may be, must send
one, in such a casg, two or three, or four, may join
and contribute, every one according to his abilities,
and send one soldier.

2. Item. The chapters, * all churches, monasteries
of friars and nuns, without expecting mendicant
orders, if ten, with the consent of the chapter or
community, do join to send one soldier, they do enjoy
the said indulgence ; and not they only, but the
person too, sent by them, if he be poor.

8.. Item. The secular priests, who, with the
- consent of their diocesan and the friars of their
superiors, should preach the word of God in the said
army, or should perform any other ecclesiastical and
pious office, (which is declared to be lawful for them,
without incurring irregularity) are empowered to
serve their benefices, by meet and fit tenants, having
not the cure of souls ; for if they have, they cannot
without his holiness’ consent. - And it is declared,
that the soldiers employed in this war are not obliged -
to fast the days appointed and commanded by the
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church, and wlnohthey should be obliged to fast on,
if they were not in the war.

4. Item. His holiness grants (not only to. the
soldiers, but to all them too, who, though they should
not go, should encourage this holy work with the
charity undermentioned) all the indulgences, graces,
and privileges in this bull contained, and this for a
whole year, reckoning from the publishing of it in
any place whatsoever, viz.: that (yet, in the time of -
apostolical, or ordinary inferdictum, i. e. suspension
of all ecclesiastical and divine service) they may hear
inass either in the churches and monasteries, or in '
the private oratories marked and visited by the
diocesan ; and if they were priests, to say mass and
other divine offices ; or if they were not; t6 make
others to celebrate mass before them, their familiar
friends and relations, to re¢ieve the holy sacrament
of the Lord’s supper and the other sacraments, except
on Easter. Sunday, provided, that they have not
given occasion for the said interdictum, nor hindered.
the taking of it : Provided likewise, that every time
they make use of such oratory, they should, according
to their devotion, pray for the union and concord
among all Christian princes, the rooting out of -
heresies, and victory over the infidels.

6. Item. - His holiness granteth, that in time of
interdictum, their corpse may be buried in sacred
ground, with a moderate funeral pomp.

- 6. Item. He grants to all, that ‘should take thm
bull, that during the year, by the council of both
spiritual and corporal physicians, they may eat flesh
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in Lent, and sevezal other days:in which it is pro-
hibited : And likewise;, that they may freely eat.
oggs and things with milk ; and that all these, who,
should eat ro:flesh (keeping the formn of the eeclesi-
astical fast;) do-fulfil the precept of fasting : Andim
this privilege of eating: eggs, &e., are not comprised
the *patriarehs, primates, archbishops, bisheps, ner.
other inferior prelates, nor any. person whatsoever of
the regmlars, nox of thé;secular priests, (the days only
of lent,) notwithstanding from the mentioned persons,
wo axcept all those that-are sixty'years of age, and
all the knights of the military orders, who freely may
edt-eggs, &c:, und enjoy:the said. privilege,
7. Item. The ‘abovenamed, that: should nos go,
nox.send’ any soldier to this.holy war, out.of their
own substance, (if-they: shpuld help ¢o it, keeping: &
fast for-duvation’s sakey in.aome. days, which are. of
1o pregept, vl prejpng and, imploring the help, of
God, for' the ‘viotoxy agninst: the infidels, and-his
grace, fox, the wnion ampig the Christiax pringes,) an
many times-as;they showld do it, during the year, so.
many, times. it. is, granted; them, sud . graciowsly
forgiven; fiftegn years, and fiffaen guarantains. of
pardem, and allithe penanees imposed om them, and.
in, whatevermanner dups .alsp theg they be paytakprs:
of all the, prayers, alms and pilgrimages of Jerusalem,,
and.all the good, works which should. be done. in the
universsl militant churchy, and.in each of its:members.
-8 ltemy 'Tp all thoss, who in the days of lent
and other-deys-of the yéar, in whi¢ch* estations are
at Rome, should visit fiye; chutches, or five,altars,
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and if there is not five churches, or five altars, five
times should visit.one chureh, or one altar, praying
" for the victory, and union above mentioned, his holi-
ness granteth that they should enjoy and obtain the
indulgences and pardons, which all these do enjoy
and obtain, that personal visit the churches of the
city of Rome, and without the walls of it, as well as
if they did visit personally the said churches.’ -

.9. Item. To the intent that the same persons
with more purity, and cleanmess of their consciences,
might pray, his holiness grants, that they might
choose for their confessor any secular or regular
priest licensed by the diocesan, te whom power is-
granted to absolve them of all sins and censutes
‘whatsoever, [though they be reserved to the apos-
tolical see, and specxﬁed in the bull of  the Lord’s
supper, except-of the crime heresy,] and that they
should enjoy free and full induigence and pardon of
them all. But of the sins not reserved %o ‘the’ apoo-
tolical see, they may be absolved toties guoties, i. e.
as many times as they do confess them, and perform
salutary penance : And if to'be absolved, there be .
need of restitution, they might make it themselves,
or by their heirs, if they have any impediment to
make it themselves. Likewise the said confessor
. shall have power to communicate or change any vow
whatsoever, though made with an oath, (exceptmg
the vow of chastity, religion, and beyond seas) : but
this is, upon giving: for charity what they ‘should
think fit, for the benefit of the holy crusade. - -

. 10. ftem. That if, during the said year ‘they:
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should hiappen, by sudden death or by the absence
of their confessor, to die without confessing theit
sias ; if they die hearty penitents ; and in the time
appointed by the church, had confessed and have not
been negligent or careless in confidence of this grace,
it is granted, that they should obtain the said free
and full indulgence and pardon of all their sins ; and
their corpse might be buried in eoclesiastical burying
place,, (if they did not die excommuniceted,) notwith-
standing the interdictum.

i1. Likewise his holiness hath granted by his
particular brief, to all the faithful Christians, that
take the bull twice a year, that they might once
more, during their lives, and once more at the point
of death, {besides what is said above,) be absolved
of all the sins, orimes, excesses of what nature
soever, c¢ensures, sentences of excommunication,
though comprised in the bull of the Lord’s supper,
and though the absolution of them be reserved to
his:haliness, (except the erime and offence of heresy;)
and that they might twice more enjoy all the graces,
indulgences, faculties and pardons granted in this
bull,

12. And his holiness gives power and authority to
us Don Francis Anthony Ramirez de la Piscina,
archdeacon of Alcarraz, prebendary and canon of the
holy chureh of ‘Toledo, primate of the Spains, of his
majesty’s council, apostolic, general oommssary of
the holy crusada, and all other graces in all the
kingloms and dominjons of Spain, to suspend (during
the year of the publishing of this bull) all the graces,

17
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indulgénces, and faculties, granted to the said king-
doms, dominions, isles, provinces, to whatever
churches, monasteries, hospitals, brotherhoods, pious
places, and to particular persons, though the granting

of them did contain words contrary to this suspensiom.

18. Likewise he gives us power to reinforce and
make good again the same graces and faculties, and
all others whatsoever ; and he gives us and our

_deputies, power to suspend the interdictum in what-
ever place this bull should be preached ; and likewise
te fix and determine the quantum of the contribution
the people is to give for this bull, according to the
abilities and quality of persons.

14. And we the said apostolic general commissary
of the holy crusada, (in favor of this holy bull, by
the apostolical authority granted to us, and that so
holy a word do.not eease nor be hindered by any
other indulgence,) do suspend, during the year, all
the graces, indulgences and faculties, of this or any
other kind, granted by his holiness, or by other popes
his predecessors, or by the holy apostolical see, or by:
his authority, to all the kingdoms of his majesty, to
all churches, monasteries, hospitals and other pious
places, universities, brotherhoods, and secular per-
sons ; though the said graces and faculties be in
favar of the building of St. Peter’s church ta Rome,
or of any crusada, though all and every one of them
should contain words contrary to this suspension :
So that, during the year, no person shall obtain, or
enjoy any other graces, indulgences or faculties
whatsoever, nor can be published, except only the
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privileges granted to the superiors of the mendicant
orders, as to their friars.

" 15. And in favor of this bull, and by the said
apostolical authority we declare, that all those that
would take this bull, might obtain, and enjoy all the
graces, faculties and indulgences, jubilees and par-
dens, which have been granted by our holy fathers,
Paul the Vth,and Urbannus the VIIIth, and by
other popes of happy memory,and by the holy
apostolical see, or by its authority, mentioned and
comprised in the said suspension, and which, by the
apostolical commission, we reinforce and make good
again ; and by the same authority do suspend the
interdictum for eight days before and after publishing
this bull, in any place whatsoever {as it is contained
in his holiness’s brief): And we command that
every body, that would take this bull, be obliged to
keep by him the same which is here printed, signed
and sealed with our name and seal, and that other-
wise they cannot obtain, nor enjoy the benefit of the
said bull. :

16. And whereas you (Peter de Zuloaga) have
given two reales de plata, which is the charity fixed
by us, and have taken this bull, and your name is
written in it, we do declare, that you have already
obtained, and are granted the said indulgenees, and
that you may enjoy and make use of them in the
abovementioned form. Given at Madrid, the
eighteenth day of March, one thousand seven hun-
dred and eighteen.
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Form of sbsolution, which, by virtue of this bull, may be given
to all those that take the bull ence in their life time, and onee
upon the point of death.

Misereatur tui Omnipotens Deus, &e. By the
authority of God and his holy apostles St. Peter and
St. Paul, and our most hely father (N.) to you
egpecially granted and to be committed, I absolve
you from all censure of the greater or lesser excom-
munication, suspension, interdictum, and from all
other cemsuves and pains, or punishments, which
they have incurred and deserved, though the absolu-
tion of them be reserved to the apestolic see, (as by
the same is granted to you.) And I bring you again
into the union and communien ef the faithful Chris- -
tians : And also I ahaolve you from all the sins,
crimes, and execesses, which you have now here
confeased, and from these which you would confess,
if you did remember them, though they be so ex
ceeding great, that the absolution of them be reserved
to the apostolical see ; and I do grant you free and
full indulgence, and pardon of all your sins now and
whenever confessed, foxgotion, and out of your mind,
and of ali the paina and punishments which you
were obliged te endure for them in purgatory. In
the name of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost.—Amen.



POPISKE CHURCHN. 138

L]

. Brief, or sum of the estations and indulgences of Rome, which
his holiness grants to all those that would teke and fulfil the
contents of this bull.

The first day in St. Sabine, free and full indulgence.

Thursday in St. George, do.
Friday in St. John and St. Paul, - do.
. Saturday in St. Criffen, | . do.
First Sunday in Lent, in St.John St. Paul,do.
Monday in St. Peter ad Vincula, do.
Tuesday in St. Anastasie, do.

*And this day every body takes a soul out of
purgatory.
Wednesday in St. Mary, the greater, free and full
indulgence.

Thursday in St. Laurence Panispema, do.

Friday in the saints, apostles, do.
Saturday in St. Peter, ' do.
Second Sunday in lent, in St. Mary, of Na-
vicula, and St. Mary, the greater, do.
Monday in St. Clement, do.
Tuesday in St. Balbine, do.
Wednesday in St. Cicile, do.
Thursday in St. Marytranstiber, do.
Friday in St. Vidal, do.

Saturday in St. Peter and St. Marcelin, do.

*And this day every body takes one soul out of
purgatory.
Third Sunday in lent in St. Laurence,

extra Muros, free and full indulgence.
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*And this day everyp body takes one soul out of

purgatory.
~ Monday in St. Mark, free and full indulgence.
Tuesday in St. Potenciane, do.
Wednesday in St. Sixte, do.

Thursday in St. Cosme, and St. Damian, -
the image of our lady of Populi and
Pacis, is shown. do.

Friday in St. Laurence in Lucina, do.

Saturday in St. Susane, and St Mary of
the angels.

Fourth Sunday in lent in St. Crosse of

Jerusalem, do.
*This day every body takes one soul out"
of purgatory.
Monday in the 4-crowned free and full
indulgences. .
Tuesday in St. Laurence in Damascus, do.
Wednesday in St. Peter, do.
Thursday in St. Silvastre and in St. Mary
in the mountains. do.
Friday in St. Usebe, do.
Saturday in St. Nicholas in prison, do.
Fifth Sunday in lent in St. Peter, ~do.
Monday in St. Crissone, free and full indulgence.
Tuesday in St. Quirce, do.
Wednesday in St Marcelle ~ do.
" Thursday in St. Appollinaris do.
Friday in StAEstephan, do.

*This day every body takes one soul out
purgatory. '
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full indulgence.
*And this day every one takes a soul out

purgatory.

Sixth Sunday in lent in St. John de Leteran,

full and free indulgence.
Monday in St. Praxedis, .do.
' Tuesday in St. Priske, do.

Wednesday in St. Mary the greater  do.
Thursday in St. John de Leteran, do.
Friday in St. Crosse of Jerusalem, and in

St. Mary of the angels, do.
Saturday in St. John de Leteran, do.
Easter Sunday in St. Mary the greater, do.
Monday in St. Peter. . do.
Tuesday in St. Paul, - do.

Wednesday in St. Laurence extra muros, do.
*This day every body takes a soul out of
purgatory.

1385

Saturday in St. John ante Portam Latmam, free and

Thursday in the saints apostles, free and full in-

dulgence.
Friday in St. Mary Rofunda, do.
Saturday in St. John Deleteran, de.
Sunday after Easter in St. Pancracy, do.

ESTATIONS AFTER EASTER.
In the greater litanies : St. Mark’s day ; in

St. Peter. : do.
Ascension-day in St. Peter, do.
Whitesunday in St. John de Leteran, do.
Monday in St. Peter, do.

Tuesday in St. Anastasie, .. . do.
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" Wednesdsy in 5t Mary the grester, do.
Thursday in St. Laurence, extra muros, do.
*This day e’verybodytakesanonl out of
purgatory.
Friday in the saints aposﬂes,me and full indnl-
gence.
Saturdry in St. Peter, ' do.

ESTATIONS IN ADVENT.
First Sunday in St. Mary the greater,  do.
And in the same chnrchalltheholydays
of our lady,
Second Sunday in St. Crosse of Jerusalem,

free and full indulgence.
Phe same day in St. Mary of the angels, do.
Third Sunday in St. Peter, do.

Wednesday of the four rogauons, n St
Mary the greater,

Friday in the saints apostles, - do.
Saturday in St. Peter, do.
Fourth Sunday in the saints apostles, = do.
CHRISTMAS NIGHT.
At the first mass in St. Mary the greater,
in-the Menger’s chapel, do.
At the second mass St. Annstasie, o
CHRISTMAS DAY.
At the third mass in St, Maxy the.greater. du
Monday in &t. Mary Rotuadas,

Tuesday in St. Mary the gramter, dt».
The innacent’s day in St. Pasl, -do



POPISH CHURCH. 187

The circumcision of Christ in St. Mary Transtiber,
The Epiphany in St. Peter, do.
Dominica in Septuag. in St. Laurence, extra muros,

*This day every body takes a soul out of

purgatory.

Dominica in Sexag. in St. Paul, free and
full indulgence.

Dominica in Quinquag. in St. Peter, do.

And because every day in the year, there is esta-
tions at Rome, with great indulgences, therefore it is
granted to all those that take this bull, the same
indulgences and pardons every day which are granted
at Rome. '

Dox Francis ANTRONY RAMIRET, DE LA P1soINa.

Explanation of this bull, and remark upon it.
BULL OF CRUSADE.

A pope’s brief, granting the sign of the cross to
those that take it. All that a foreigner can learn in
the dictionaries, as to this word, is the above account ;
therefore I ought to tell you that are foreigners, that
the word crusada was a grant of the cross ; i. e. that
when the king of Spain makes war against the
Turks and infidels, his coat of arms, and the motto of
his colors, is the cross, by which all the soldiers
understand such a war is an holy war, and that the
army of the king, having in its standard the- sign of
the cross, hath a great advantage over the enemy ;
for, as they do believe, if they die in such a war,
their souls go stralght to heaven ; and to confirm
them in this opinion, the pope grants them this bull,

18
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signed with the sign of the cross,so many mdulgenus
as you have read in it.

Again, crus, or crosy, is the only distinguishing
character of those that follow the colors of Jesus
Christ, from whence crusada is derived, that is to say,
a brief of indulgences and privileges of the cross
granted to all those that serve in the war for the
defence of the christian faith- agamst all its enemies
whatsoever..

This bull is granted by the pope every yaar to the

.king of Spain, and all his subjects, by which the king
increases his treasure, and the pope takes no small
share of it. The excessive sums of money, which
the bull brings in to the king and pope, every body
may easily know, by the account I am going ta give
of it.

- Itis an invielable custom in Spain, every year,
“ after Christmas, to have this bull published in every

city, town and borough, which is always done i the
followinig tnanner :

The general commissary of the holy crusada most
commonly resides at Madrid, from whence he sends
to his deputies in every kingdoth or province, the
printed bulls they want in their respective jurisdic-
tions. This bull being published at Madrid by the
general commissary or his deputy, which is always
done by a famous preacher, after the gospel is sung
in the high mass, and in a sermon which he preaches
upon this subjeét. After this is done at Madrid,
(I say,) all the deputies of the holy crusada send from
the capital city, where they reside, friars with a
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petit commissary to every town and vilage, to
preach and publish the bull. Every preacher has.
his own cireuit, and a certain number of towns and
villages to publish it in, and making use of the
privileges mentioned in the bull, he in his sermon
persuades the people that nobody can be saved that
year without it, which they de and say every year
agan. .

The petit commissary, for his -trouble, has half a
real of eight, i. e. two and fourpence a ddy ; and the
preacher, according to the extent of :the circuit, has
twenty or thirty crowns for the whole journey, and
both are well entertained in ¢very place. . ;

Every sou] from seven years of age dnd upwatds,
is obliged to take a bull, and pay two reals of plate,
i. e, ¢hirteen pence three farthings of this money;
and one part out of three of the living persons take
two or three, aceording to their families and abilities.
The regular priests are obliged to take three times
every year the bull, for which they pay two reals of
plate : In the beginning ef lentanether which they
call, bull of lacticinous, j. e. bull to eat eggs, and
things of milk, without which they cannot: And
another in the holy week. For the bull of lactieinous
they pay four and ninepence, and the. same for the
bull of the holy week ; the friars and nuns do the
same. Now,if yeu comsider the number of ecclesi-
adtics and nuns and all the hving seuls from seven.
yers of age and npwands, yeu may easily know
what vast sums of money the king gets in his
dominions by this yearly brief, of which the .third
part or better goes to Rome one way or other.
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Add to this the bull of the dead. This is another
sort of bull ; for the pope grants in it pardon of sins,
and salvation to them who, before they die, or after
their death, their relations for them take this bull of
defunctorum. The custom of taking this bull is
become a law, and a very rigorous law in their
church ; for nobody can be buried, either in the
church, or in the church-yard, without having this
bull upon their breasts, which (as they say) isa token
and signal that they were Christians in their lives,
and after death they are in the way of salvation.

So many poor people, either beggars or strangers,
or those that die in the hospitals, could not be buried
without the help of the well-disposed people, who
bestow their charities for the use of taking bulls of
the dead, that the poor destitute people might have
the benefit of a consecrated burying-place. The sum
for this bull is two realsof plate, and whatever
money is gathered together in the whole year goes
to the Pope, or (as they say) to the treasure of the
church. Now I leave to every body’s consideration,
how many persons die in a year, in so vast dominions
as those of the king of Spain, by which, in this point,
the Pope’s benefit, or the treasure of the church, may
be nearly known.. '

O stupid, blind, ignorant people ! Of what use or
benefit is this bull after death? Hear what St. John
tells you, Happy are they that die in the Lord. It
is certain-that all those that die in the grace of the
Lard, heartily penitent, and sorry for their sins, go
immediately to enjoy the ravishing pleasures of
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eternal life ; and those that die in sin, go to suffer
forever in the dark place of torment. And this
happens fo our souls the very instant of their separa-
tion from their bodies. Let every body make use of
their natural reason, and read impartially the Scrip-
ture, and he will find it to be so, or else he will
believe it to be so. Then if it is so, they ought to
consider, that when they take this bull (which is
commonly a little before they carry the corpse) into
the church, the judgment of God, as to the soul, is
over, (for in the twinkling of an eye he may lay the
charges and pass the sentence)—at that time the soul
is either in heaven,or hell. What then doth the bull
signify to them ? But of this I shall speak in another
place. And now I come. to the explanation of the
bull, and the remarks upon it. .

This bull I am speaking of was granted five years
ago to the faithful people of Spain, by the late pope,
and which a gentleman of the army took accidentally”
from a master of a ship out of Biscay, whose name
is Peter de Zoloaga, as it is signed by himself in the
same bull, and may be seen at the publishers. I
have 'said already that a bull is every year granted
to the king of Spain, by the pope in being, who either
for the sake of money, or for fear, doth not scruple
at all.to grant quite contrary bulls, to two kings at
the same time reigning in Spain Now I crave leave,
te vindicate my present saying.

When the present, king of Spain, Philip the Vth
went there and was crowned, both the arms spiritual
and..temporal, representatives of the whole nation,
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haughty a temper, that he did not cate what means
he made use of, either to please his temper, or to
quench the thirst of his ambition. I say, he was of
so haughty a temper, that he never suffered his
decrees to be contradicted or disputed; though they
were against both human and divine laws. To clear
this, I will give an account of an instance in a case
which happened in his pontificate :

I was in Lisbon ten  years ago, and a Spanish
gentleman whose surname was Gongalez, came to
lodge in the same house where I was for a while
before ; and as we, after supper, were talking of the
pope’s supremacy and power, he told me thdat he

himself was a living ‘witness of the pope’s authority
" on oath:: andaskmg!umhow? hegavethefollow-
ing account.

I was born in Granade, said he, of honest and rich,
though not noble parents, who gave me the: best
education they could in that city. I was not twenty
years of age when my father and mother died, both
within the space of six months. They left me all
they had in the world, recommending to me in their
testament, to take care of my sister Dorothea, and to
provide for her. She was the only sister I had, and
at that time in the eighteenth year of her age.’ From
our youth we had tenderly loved one another ; and
upon her aceount, quitting my studies, I gave myaelf
up to her company. This tender - brotherly love’
produced in my heart at last another sort of love for
her ; and though I never showed her my passion, I
was a sufferer by it. I was ashamed within myself



POPISH CHURCH. 145

to see that I could not master nor overcome this
irregular inclination ; and percieving that the per-
sisting in it would prove the ruin of my soul,and
my sister’s too, I finally resolved to quit the country
for a while, to see whether I could - dissipate this
passion, and banish out of my heart this burning and
consuming fire ; and after having settled my affairs,
and put my sister under the care of an aunt, I took
my leave of her, who being surprised at this unex-
pected news, she upon her knees begged me to tell
the reason that moved me to quit the country ; and
after telling her that I had no reason, but only a
mind and desire to travel two or three years, and
-that I begged of her not to marry any person in the
world, until my return home, I left her and went to
Rome. By letters of recommendation, by money,
and my careful comportment, I got myself in a little
time into the favor and house of cardinal A.I. Two
years I'spent in his service at my own expense, and
his' kindness to me was so exceeding™great, that I °
was not only his companion, but his fovorite and
confidant. All this while, I was so raving and in so
deep a melancholy, that his eminence pressed upon
me to tell him the reason. I told him that my dis-
temper had no remedy : but he still insisted the more
to know my distemper. At last, I told him the love
I had for my sister, and that it being impossible she
should be my wife, my distemper had no remedy.
To this he said nothing, but the day following went
to the sacred palace, and meeting in the pope’s anti-
chamber cardinal P. I, he asked him whether the
’ 19
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pope could dispense with the matural end divine
impediment between brother and sister to be married ;
and as cardinal P. I said that the pope could net,
my protector began a loud and bitter dispute with
-him, alleging reasons by which the pope could do it.
. The pope, hearing the noise, came out of his chamber,
and asked what was the matter? He was told it,
and flying into an uncommon passion, saidthe pope
may do every thing, I do dispense with it, and left
them with these words. The protector ‘took testi-
mony of the Pope’s declaration, and ‘went to the
datary and drew a public instrument of the dispensa-
tion, and coming home, gave it to me, and said,
though I shall be deprived of your good services and
company, I am very glad that I serve you in this to
your heart’s desire and satisfaction. Take this dis-
pensation, and .go whenever you please to marry
your sister. I left Rome, and came home, and after
I had rested from the fatigue of so log a journey, I
" went to present the dispensation to the bishap and
to get his license; but he told me that he could not
receive the dispensation, nor give such a license ; 1
acquainted my protector with this, and immediately
an excommunication was despatched against the
bishop, for having disobeyed the pope, and eom-
manding him to pay a thousand pistoles for 'the
treasure of the ehurch, and to marry me himself ; so
I was married by the bishop, and at-this time I have
five children by my wife and sister.
From these ‘accounts, christian reader, you may
judge of that popes temper and ambition, anid you
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may likewise think of the rest as you may see it in
the following discourse.

The titls, head or direction of this bull is, to all
the faithful christians, in the kingdoms and dominions
of Spain, who should help, or serve in the war,
which the king makes against Turks, Infidels, and
all the enemies of the holy Catholic faith; or to
those that should contribute, and pray for the union
among the christian princes, and for the victory over
the enemies of christianity.

The Roman Catholics, with the Pope, say and
firmly believe (I speak of the generality) that no man
can be saved out of their communion ; and so they
reckon enemies of their faith all those that are of a
different opinion ; and we may be sure that the
Protestants or heretics (as they call them) are their
irreconcilable enemies.

They pray publicly for the extirpation of the
heretics, Turks, and Infidels in the mass; and they
do really believe, they are bound in conscience to
make use of all sorts of means, let them be ever so
base, inhuman, and barbarous, for the murdering of
them. This is the doctrine of the church of Rome,
which the priests and confessors do take care to sow
in the Roman Catholics ; and by their advice, the
hatred, malice, and aversion is raised to a great height
against the heretics, as you shall know by the follow-
ing instances. ’

First, in the last war between Charles the IIId,
and Philip the Vth, the Protestants confederate with
Charles did suffer very much by the country people.
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Those encouraged by the priests and confessors of
Philip’s part, thinking that if any Christian could kill
a heretic, he should do God service, did murder in
private many soldiers both English and Dutch. I
saw, and I do speak now before God and the world,
in a town called Ficentes de Ebro, several arms and
legs out of the ground in the field, and inquiring the
reason why those corpses were buried in the field (a
thing indeed not unusual there) I was answered, that
those were the corpses of some English heretics,
murdered by the patrons or land-lords, who had
killed them to show their zeal for their religion, and
an old maxim among them : De los Enemigos los
menos : let us have as few enemies as we can.
Fourteen English private men were killed the night
before in their beds, and buried in the field, and I
myself reckoned all of them ; and I suppose many
others were murdered, whom I did not see, though I
heard of it.

The murderers make no scruple of it, but out of
bravery, and zeal for their religion, tell it to the father
confessor, not as a sin, but as a famous action done
by them in favor of their faith. So great is the
hatred and aversion the Catholics have against the
Protestants and enemies of their religion. We could
confirm the truth of this proposition with the cruelty
of the late king of France against the poor Hugono-
tes, whom we call now refugees. Thisis well known
to every body, therefore I leave Lewis and his coun-
cellors, where they are in the other world, where itis
to be feared they endure more torments than the
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banished refugees in this present one. So to con-
clude what I have to say upon the head or title of
this bull, I may positively affirm that the pope’s °
design in granting it, is, first, out of interest ; secondly,
to encourage the common people to make war, and
to root up all the people that are not of his commu-
nion or to increase this way, if he can, his revenues,
or the treasure of the church.

I come now to the beginning of the bull, where
the pope or his subdelegate, deputy, or general
commissary, doth ground the granting of it in that
passage of the prophet Joel, chap. iii, v. 18. expressed
in these words : That Ae saw for the comfort of all,
a mystical fountain come out from God in his
house, (or as it is in Spanish in the original bull)
Jrom God and from the Lord’s- house, which did
water and wash the sins of that people.

The reflections which may be made upon this text,
I leave to our divines, whose learning I do equally
covet and respect : I only say, that in the Latin Bible
I have found the text thus : Et fons e domo Jehovee
prodibit, qui irrigabit vallem cedrorum Lectissima-
rum. And in our English translation : /nd a foun-
tain shall come forth of the house of the Lord, and
shall water the valley of Shittem. Now I leave the
learned man to make his reflections, and I proceed to
the application.

Seeing then our most holy father (so goes on)

_ Clement the XIth, for the zeal of the Catholic king,
. for the defence of our holy faith, to help him in this
. holy enterprise, doth grant him this bull, by which



150 HISTORY OF THE

his holiness openeth the springs of the blood of
Christ ; and the treasure of his inestimable merits,
and with it encourageth all the Christians to the
assistance of this undertaking.

- I said before that the pope grants every year such
abull as this for the same purpose: so every year he
openeth the springs of Christ’s blood. O heaven !
what is man that thou shouldst magnify him? Or
rather, what is this man that ke should magnify
himself, taking upon him the title of most holy father,
and that of his holiness ? A man (really a man) for
it is certain that this man and many others of his
predecessors, had several b—-s. This man (I say)
to take upon himself the power of opening the springs
of Christ, and this every year!! Who will not be
surprised at his assurance, and at his highest provo-
cation of the Lord and his Christ ? .

For my part, I really believe that he openeth the
springs of the blood of Christ, and openeth afresh
those wounds of our Redeemer, not only every year,
but every day without ceasing. This I do believe,
but not as they believe it; and if their doctrine be

- true among themselves, by course they must agree
with me in this saying, that the pope doth crucify
afresh our Saviour Christ without ceasing. In the
treatise of vices and sins, the Romish divines propose
a question : ufrum, or whether a man that takes
upon himself one of God’s attributes, be a blasphe-
mous man, and whether such a man by his sins can
kill God and Christ, or not? " As to the first part of
the question, they all do agree that such a manisa
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blasphemous man. As to the second part, some are
of an opinion that such an expression, of killing God,
has no room in the question. But the greater part
of schalastic and moral authors do admit the expres-
sion, and say such a man cannot kill God effectively,
but that he doth :it affectively ; that is to say, that
willingly aking upon himself an attribute of God,
and acting -against his laws, he doth affront and
offend.in the highest degree that supreme lawgiver ;
and by taking on himself the office of a high priest,
the power of forgiving sins, which only belong to our
‘Saviour Jesus, he affectively offends, and openeth
afresh his wounds-and the springs of his blood : and
if it were possible for us to see him face to ‘face,
whom no man living hath seen yet; as we see him
through a glass now, we should find his high indig-
nation against swch a man. But he must appear
‘before the dreadful tribunal of our God, and be judged
‘by him according to his deeds : he shall have the
same judgment with the anti-christ, for- though we
cannot prove by the Scripture that he is the apti-
christ, notwithstanding we may defy anti-christ him-
.self ; whoever he be, and whenever he comes, to do
‘worse and. more wicked things:than the pope deth.
0, what a fearful thing is it to fall into the hands of
-aliving'God ! :Now I.come to the articles:of the bull ;
and first of all, k
‘L. His holiness grants a free. and full indulgence
-and pardon. of all their sins to those who, upen their
.0WM eXpenses, go to or serve personally in the war
.against the.enemies of the :Roman Catholic faith ; but
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this must be understood if they continue in the amry

the whole year : so the next year they are obliged

to take this bull, and to continue in the same service,
if they will obtain the same indulgence and pardon,
and so on all their life time, for if they quit the service,
they cannot enjoy this benefit, therefore, for sake of
this imaginary pardon, they continue in it till they
die, for otherwise there is no pardon of sins.

Let us observe another thing in this article. The
same indulgence and pardon is granted to those that
die in the army, or going to the army before the ex-
pedition, or_before the end of the year: but this
must be understood also, if they die with perfect
contrition of their sins ; or if they do confess them
by mouth, or if they cannot, if they have a hearty de-
sire to confess them. As to the first condition, if they
die with perfect contrition, no Roman or Protestant
divine will deny that God will forgive such a man’s
sins, and receive him into his everlasting favor, so to
such a man, a free and full indulgence and pardon is
of no use ; for without it, he is sure to obtain God’s
mercy and forgiveness.

As to the second condition, or gf they do oonfm
them by mouth, or have a hearty desire to do it : if
a man want a hearty repentance, or is not heartily
penitent and contrite, what can this condition of con-
fessing by mouth, or having a hearty desire for i,
profit such a man’s soul? It being certain that a

"man by his open confession may deceive the confes-

sor and his own soul, but he eannot deceive God
Almighty, who is the only searcher of our hearts. And

\
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if the Catholics will say to this, that open confession
is a sign’of repentance, we may answer them, that
among the Protestants it is so, for being not obliged
to do it, nor by the laws of God, nor by those of the
church, when they do it, it is in all human probability,
a sure sign of repentance : but among the Roman
Catholics, this is no argument of repentance, for very
often their lips are near the Lord, but their hearts
very far off.

.How can we suppose that an habitual sinner, that
to fulfil the precepts of their church, confesses once a
year; and after it, the very same day, falls again
inte the same course of life.; how can we presume, I
say, that the open confession of such a man is a sign
of repentance ? And if the Roman Catholics reply to
this, that the-case of this first article is quite different,
being only for those that die in the war with true
contrition and repentance, or open confession; or
hearty desire of it ; I say that in this case it is the

- same as in others. For whenever and wherever a

man dies truly penitent and heartily sorry for his  sin,
such ‘a man, without this bull and its mdulgences and
pardons, is forgiven by God, who hath promised his
holy spirit to all those that ask it ; and on the other.
side, if a man dies' without repentance, though he
confesseth his sins, he cannot obtain pardon and
forgiveness from God, and in such a case the pope’s
indulgences.and pardons cannot free that man from
the punishment his impenitent heart hath deserved.

" Observe likewise, that to all those warriors against
the enemies of the Romish faith, the pope grants the

20
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same indulgences which he grants to -those, that go
to the conquest of the holy land, in the year of jubilee.
The Roman Catholics ought to consider, that the
greatest favor we can expect from God Almighty, is
only the pardon of our sins, for his g-raoe and ever-
lasting glory do follow after it. Then if the pope
gtants them free, full and general pardon of their
sins in this bull, what need ‘have. they of the par-
dons and indulgences, granted to those that go to
the conquest of the holy land; and in the year of
jubilee >

But because few are a.oquamted with the namm
of such indulgences and graces granted in the year
of jubilee, I must crave leave from the learned
people to say what I know in this matter. I will
not trouble the public with the catalogue of the
pope’s bulls, but I cannot pass by eme article con-
tained in one of these bulls, which may be found in
some libraries of curious gentlemen and ‘leamed
divines of our church, and especially in the eazl of
Sunderland’s library, which is directed to the Roman
Catholics of England in these words: Filii mei-date
mihi corda vestra, et hoc syfficit vobis: My children
give me your hearts, and this is sufficient. So by
this, they may swear and curse, steal and murder,
and commit most heinous crimes; if they keep their
hearts for the pope, that is enough to be saved
Observe this doctrine, and I leave it to you, reader,
whether such an opinion is according to God’s will,
nay, to natural reason, or not?

The article of the bull for the year of Jubllee doth
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contain these words: -If any christian, and profes-
sor of our Catholic faith, going to the holy land,
to the war against the Turks and Infidels, or in
the year of jubzlee to our city of Rome, should
happen to die in the way, we declare that his soul
&oes straightway to heaven.

The preachers of the holy crusade, in their circuits,
are careful in speclfymg in their sermons, all these
graces and indulgences, to encourage the people,
either {0 go to the war or to make more bulls than
one. With this crowd of litanies and pardons, the
pope blinds the common people, and mcreases his
treasure.

In this same first article of our present bull, it is
said, that the 'same grages and mdulgences are
granted to all those, who, though they do not go
personally, should send another upon their own
expenses ; and that if he be a cardinal, pnmpte,
patriarch, archblshop, blshop, son of a king, prince,
- duke, marquis, or earl, he must send ten, or at least
four soldiers, and the rest of the people one, or one
between ten.

Observe now, that accordmg to the rules of their
worality, no man can merit, by any involuntary
aetion ; because, as they say, he is compelld and
forced to it. How can, then, this noble people merit,
or obtain such graces and indulgences, when they do
not act voluntarily : for if we mind the pope’s ex-
pression, he compels and forces them to send ten-
soldiers, or at least four. They have no liberty to
the contrary, and consequently they cannot merit by
it.
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The.Second JArticle of this Bull.

The pope compriseth in this comménd of sending
one soldier, chapters, parish churches, convents of
friars, and monasteries of nuns, without excépting
the mendicant orders*; but the pope in this doth favor
the ecclesiastical persons more than the laity, for as
to the laity, he says, that three or four may join
together, and send one soldier ; and as to the ecclesi-
astical persons, he enlarges this to'ten persons, that
if between them, ten do send one soldier, they all,
and the person sent by them, obtain the said graces.
I do believe there is a great injustice done to the
laity ; for these have families to maintain, and the
ecclesiastics have not, and the greatest part of the
riches are in their hands. “This I can aver, that I
read in the chronicles of the Franciscan order, written
by Fr. Anthony Perez, of the same order, where, ex-
tolling and praising the prov1denoe of God upon the
Franciscan friars, he says, that the general of St.
Francis’s order doth rule and govern continually
600,000 friars in Christendom, who having nothing
to live upon, God takes care of them, and all are well
clothed and maintained. There are in the Roman
Catholic religion seventy different orders, governed
by seventy regular generals, who, after six years of
command, are made either bishops or cardinals. I
say this by the by, to let the public know the great
number of priests-and friars, idle and needless people
in that religion ; for if in one order only there are
600,000 friars, how many shall be found in seventy
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different orders ; I am sure if the pope would com-
mand the ﬁfueth part of them {o go to this holy war,
the laity would be relieved, the king would have a
great deal more powerful army, and his dominions
would not be so much embroiled with divisions, ner
so full of viee anidebimchery, as they are now.

le Tlnrd .drtzcle.

ltmlawﬁllforthepnestsandfnarsto go to thm
war to preach the word of God in it, or serve, or help
in it, without incurring irregularity. They do preach
and encourage the soldiers to kill the enemies of their
religion, and to make use of whatever means they
can for it; for in so doing there is no sin, but a great
service done to God. ..

- Qut of this war if a priest strike another and them
is mutilation, or if he encourage another to revenge
or murder, he ineurs irregularity, and he cannot
‘perform any ecclesiastical or divine service, till he is
absolved by the pope, or his deputy : But in the war
against the enemies of their religion, nay, out of the
war they advise them to murder them, as ‘I have
said before, and this without ineurring irregularity.
O blindness of heart! He endeth this article by
excusing the soldiers from fasting when shey are in
the army, but not when they are ot of it ; a strange
thing that a man should command more than. God.
Our Saviour Jesus Christ commands us to fast from
sin, not from meat; but more of thm in another
article. ,
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.. The Fourthrticle. .. N

* In this article the pope compriseth all the people;
and puts them upon double charges and expenses,
for besides the contribution for a soldier, every body
must take the bull if he. will obtain: the said graces,
and must give two reals of plate, i e. thirteen pence
half penny. This is a bitter and hard thing for the
people : but see how the pope sweetens it. 1 grant,
besides the said graces, to all those who should take
this bull and give the charity undermentioned, that
even in the time of suspension of divine and ecelési-
astical service, they may hear and say mass, and
other devotions, &c. Charity must be voluntary fo
be acceptable to God: How then can he call it
charity, when the people must pay for- the -bull, or
some of their goods shall be sold? And not only
this, but that their corpse cannot be buried in sacred
grotmd ‘without it, as is expressed in the fifth amcle

The Sizth ﬂrtzcle

Thepopedoth excuse all that take this buﬂ not
onlyﬁomﬁstm,bntha gives them license to eat
flesh st lent by the consent of both physicians spirit-
wil and texaporal.: This is; if 2 man is siek, he must
‘eonsult the physician, whether he may eat fiesh or
pot ; and if the physician gives his consent, hs must
ask his father.confessor’s consent too, to eat flesh in
lent and other days. of ecclesiastical prohibition.
Only a stupid man will not find out the trick of this
granting, for in the first place, necessitas caret lege ;
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ity knows no law : If a man is sick, he.is
excused by the law of God, nay, by the law of nature
from hurtful things, nay, he is obligéd in conseiénce to
preserve hishealth by using all sorts of lawful Teeans.
This is & maxim received among the Romans, as
" well as among ws. - What oceasion fs there then of
the pope’s dnd both physicians® license to do such «
thing ?  Or ‘if there is such a power in ths bull, why
doth not the pope grant thém license absolutely,
without asking consent of both physiciam*’ We
may' conclude that such. people must be bﬁn&ly
superstitious, or deeply ignorant:

- But this great -privilege niust be understood ohly
inttheluty,nmforthemuht ner regular priests,
except the cardinals, who are not '‘mentioned here,
the knights of the thilitary ortler, and'thoss that ave
sixty years of age and above. Bnt 'the prissts and

“frigrs, (notwithstanfling this: express prohibition) if
they have a' mind; evede it on pretenve of many
light distempers, of the: a.md\ﬁty of ‘theixr - studies, o
exurcise: of preaching the lent’s sermons ; and by
thete and other, as they shihk, weighty réasons, they
get a license to eat flesh in lent. Se we.see, that
they will- preach to the people obedisnoe to- all ‘the
tommandments. of the 'popq, and they do_disobey
them.; . they preach .90, hecanse -they bave. private
ends-and imterests in' so .doing3 but. they.de net
obsexve them themselves, because thay are against
their inclinations, apd without any psofit, snd so
advising the geople. to mind memmw do nos. mmd
them themselves. . :
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The Seventh and Eighth JArticles.

To the same, the pope grants fifteen years, and
fifteen quarantains of pardon, and all the pemances
.not yet performed by them, &c. Observe the igno-
rance of that people : the pope grants them fifteen
years and fifteen quarantains of pardon by this bull,
and they are so infatuated that they take it every
year indeed they cannot desire more than the free
and general pardon of sins ; and if theyofwamxtby
one bull for fifteen years, and fifteen quarantaims,
what need or occasion have they for a yearly bull?
Perhapa some are 8o stuped as to think to heap up
pardons during this life for the next world, or tor
leave them to their children and relations: but
observe, likewise, that,to.obtain this, they must fast
for devotion’s sake soms days not prohibited by . the

church. They really believe, that keeping them-
selves within the rules of ecclesiastical fasting, they
merit a great deal ; but God knows, for as they say;,
the merit is grounded in the ‘mortification of ‘the
bo&yudbythumle,lwxllcouvmoethemht
they cammot merit atall. . .

For let us know how they fast, and what,. a.nd
how they eat? Now I will give a true account of
their 'fasting in general ; the rules which must be
observed in a right fasting are these—In the moming,
it is allowed by all the casuistical authors, to drink
whatever a body has a mind for, and eat an ounce
of bread, which they call parva materia, a small
matter. And as for the drink, they follow the pope’s
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declaration concerning chocolate. Give me leave to
acquaint you with the case.

When the chocolate begun to be introduced, the
jesuits’ opinion was, that being a great nourishment,
it could not be drunk without breaking fast ; but the
lovers of it proposing the case to the pope, he
ordered to be brought to him all the ingredients of
which the chocolate is made, which being accordingly
done, the pope drank a cup, and decided the dispute,
saying, potus non frangit jejunium: Liquid doth
not break fasting, which declaration is a maxim put
into all their moral sums ; and by it every body
may lawfully drink as many cups as he pleases and
eat an ounce -of bread, as a small matter in the
morning ; and by the same rule any body may drink
a bottle of wine or two without breaking his fastmg,

for liquid doth not break fasting.

- Atmoon they may eat as much as they can of all
sorts of things, except flesh; and at night,'it is
allowed not to sup, but to take something by way of
collation : in this point of collation, the casuists do
not agree together ; for some say that nobody can
lawfully eat but eight ounces of dry and cold things
as bread, walnuts, raisins, cold fried fishes, and the
like. Other authors say, that the quantity of this
collation, must be measured with the constitution of
the person who fasts ; for if the person is of a strong
constitution, tall, and of a good appetite, eight ounces
are not enough, and twelve must be allowed to such
a man, and so of the rest. 'This is the form of their
fasting in general : though some few religious and

21 il
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devont persons eat but one meal a day ; nay, some
used to fast twenty-four hours without eating any
thing ; but this is once in a year, which they call a
Jast with the bells, that is, in the holy week, among
- other ceremonies, the Roman Catholics put the con-
secrated host or wafer in . a rich wrne or box, on
Thursday, at twelve of the clock in the merning ;
and they take it out on Friday at the same time ;
these twenty-four hours every body is in mourning,
pay, the altars are veiled, and the monument where
they place the image of Jesus Christ upon the cross,
is all covered with black. The bells are not heard
all this while ; and, as I said, many used to fast with
the bells ; and they make use of this expression te
signify that they fast twenty-four hours without
eating any thing at all.

From these we may easily know whether their
bodies are mortified with fasting or not? For how
can a man of sense say, that he mortifies his body
with fasting, when he drinks two or three cups of
chocolate, with a small toast in the morning, eats as
much as he can at dinner, and elght ounces at night:
Add to this, that he may sit in company and eat a
cryst of bread, and drink as many bettles of wine as
he will: this is not accounted . colation, because
lignid doth not break fasting. This is the form of
their fasting, and the yules they must observe in it
and this is reckoned a meritoripus work ; and there-
fore doing this, they obtain the said indulgences and
pardons of this bull.

Observe. likewise, that the Roman Catholm of
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Spain are allowed to eat, in some days, prohibited
by the church, and especially Saturdays, the follow-
ing things: The head and pluck of a sheep, a
cheevelet of a foul, and the like; nay, they may boil
a leg of mutton, and drink the broth of it. This
toleratiorn of eating such things was granted by the
pope to king Ferdinand, who being in a warm war
against the Moors, the soldiers suffered very much
in the days of fasting for want of fish, and other-
things eatable for such days; and for this reason the
pope granted him and his army license to eat the
above mentioned things on Saturdays and other
days of fasting commanded by the church; and this
was in the year 1479. But this foleratxon only to
the army was introduced among the country people,
especially in both' 01d and New Castilla, and this
custom is become a law among them. But this is not
so0 in other provinces of Spain, where the common
" people have not the liberty of eating such things ;
among the quality only those that have a particular
dispensation from the pope for them and their
families.

There is an order of fnars, called La orden de la
victoria, the order of the victory, whose first founder
was' St. Francis de Paula ; and the friars are pro-
hibited by the rules, statues and constitution of the
order, to eat flesh ; nay, this prohibition stands in
force during their lives, as it is among the Carthusians,
who, though in great sickness, cannot eat any thing
of flesh ; but this must be understood within the
convent’s gate ; for when they go abroad they may
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eat any thing without transgressing the statue of the
order.

But the pleasantness of thelr practices will show
the tricks of that religion. As to the victorian friars,
I knew in Saragossa, one father Conchlllos, professor
of divinity in his convent, learned in their way, but
a pleasant companion. He was, by his daily exerclse
of the public lecture, confined to his convent every
day in the afternoon ; but as soon as the lecture was
over, his thought and care was to divert himself with
music, gaming, &c. One evening, having given me
an jnvitation to his room, I went accordingly, and
there was nothing wanting of all sorts of recreation,
music, cards, comedy, and very good merry company.
We went to supper, which is composed of nice,
delicate eatable things, both of flesh and fish, and
for the dessert the best sweetmeats. But observing,
at supper, that my good Conchillos used to take a leg
of partridge and go to the window, and come again
and take a wing of a fowl, and do the same, I asked
him whether he had some beggar in the street, to
whom he threw the leg and wing? No, said he to

.me. What then do you do with them out of the
window ? 'What, said he ; I cannot eat flésh within
the walls, but the statue of my order doth not forbid '
me to eat it without the walls; and so, whenever.
we have a fancy for it, we may eat flesh, putting
our heads out of the window. Thus they give a
turn to the law, but a turn agreeable to them: And
8o they do in all thell‘ fastings, and abstinences from
flesh.



POPISH CHURCH. 165‘

As to the Carthusians, and their abstinence and
fasting, I could say a great deal,but I am afraid I
should swell this treatise beyond its designed length,
if I should amuse you with an account of all their '
ridiculous ways. This I cannot pass by, for it con-
. duces very much to clearing this point of abstinence
and fasting. The order of this constitution is—

First: A continual abstinence from flesh; and
this is observed so severely and strictly, that I knew
" a friar, who, being dangerously ill, the physicians

ordered to apply, upon his head, a young pigeon,
opened alive at the breast; which being proposed by
the prior to the whole community, they were of
opinion that such a remedy was against the constitu-
tion, and therefore not fit to be used any way : That
these poor friars must die rather than touch any
fleshly thing, though it be for the preserving of their
health. . '
Secondly. Perpetual silence and confinement is
the next precept of St. Brune, their founder: That
is, that the friars cannot go abroad out of the convent,
or garden walls, only the prior and procurator may
go upon business of the community. The rest of the
friars’ lives are thus: Each of them has an apartment
with a room, bed-chamber, kitchen, cellar, closet to
keep fruit in, a garden, with a well, and a place in it
for firing. Next to the door of the apartment there
"is a wheel in the wall, which serves to put the
victuals in at noon, and at night, and the friar turns
the wheel, and takes his dinner and supper, and in
the morning he puts in the wheel the plates, by
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which the servant, that carries the victuals, knows
they are in good health ; and if he finds the victuals
again, he acquaints the father prior with it, who
straight goes to visit them. The prior hath a master-

key of all the rooms, for the friars are obliged to lock

the door on the inside, and to keep the room always

shut, except when they go to say mass in the

morning, and to say the canonical Hours in the day

time ; then if they meet one -another, they can say-
no other words but these: One says, Brother, we

must die; and the other answers, We knowt it.

Only on Thursday, between three and four in the

afternoon; they meet together for an hout’s time, and

if it be fair weather, they go te. walk in the garden of
the convent, and if not, in the common hall, where -

they cannot talk of other thmgs, but of the lives of
such or such a saint ; and when the hour is over,

every one goes to his own chamber. So they observe

fasting and silence continually, but except flesh, they

eat the most exquisite and delicate things in the

world ; for commonly in one convent there are but

twenty friars, and there is not one convent of Carthu-

sians, which hath not five, six, and many, twenty

thousand pistoles of yearly rent.

Such is their fasting from flesh and conversatlon 5
but let us know their fasting from sins.

Dr. Peter Bernes, secular priest, belongmg to the
parish church of the blessed Mary Magdalene, (as
they do call her,) being thirty-two years of age, and
dangerously ill, made a vow to the glorious saint,
that if he should recover from that sickness, he would

2
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retire into a Carthusian convent. He recovered, and

- * aceordin gly,renouncing his benefice.and the world, he

took the Carthusian habit, in the convent of the Con-
ception, three miles from Sarg,gossa . For the space
of three years he gave proofs of virtue and singular
conformity with the statues of the order. His strict
life was so crowded with the disciplines and mortifi-
cations, that the prior gave out, in the city, that he
was o saint ori earth. I went to see him .with the
father prior’s consent, and indeed I thought there was
something extraordinary in his countenance, and in
his ‘words ; and I had taken him myself for a- man
ready to- work miracles. - Many people went to see
him, and among the crowd a young woman, ac-

_quainted with him before-he took the habit, who

unknown to the strict friars got into his chamber, ang

“there she was képt by the pious fathex eighteen

months. In that time. the prior- used to. visit the
chamber, but the Senora was kept in the bed-
chamber, till at last the prior went one night to.
consylt him upon some business, and hearing a child:
cry, asked him what was.the matter ; awd though
my friend Bernes endeavored to conceal the case, the
prier found it out ; and she, owning the thing, was,
turaed out, with the child, and the father was confined.
forever : *And this was his virtue, fasting and ahsu-

~ nenes from flesh, &o.-

‘Ta these that either.fast in the p.bovesald manner,
or keep fasting for devotion’s sake, his holiness grants,
(taking this bull of crusads) all the .said graces,
pardons aad indulgences ; and really, if such graces

22 '
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were of some use or benefit, the people thus doing,

want them very much ; or may be, the pope know- *

ing these practices, doth this out of pity and compas~
sion for their souls, without thinking that this bull is
a great encouragement and incitement to sin.

The Ninth Article. .

This article contains, first, that to pray with more
purity, every body taking this bull may choose a
confessor to his own fancy, who is empoweéred to
absolve sins, except the crime of heresy, reserved to
the pope, or apostolical see. You must know what
they mean by the crime heresy. Salazar Irribarren:
and Corrella, treating of the reserved sins, say, that
the crime of heresy is, viz:: If I am all alone in my
room, and the door being locked up, talking to myself;
1say,I do not believe in God, or in the pope of Rome,
this is heresy. They distinguish two sorts of heresies ;
one interna, and another externa, that is. public and
socret. The publi¢ heresy, such as that I have now
told you of, nobody can absolve, but the pope
himself. The second being only in thought, every
body can absolve, being licensed by the bishop,
by the benefit of this bull. So, whoever pronounees

the pope is not infallible : the English or Protestants

may be saved ; The Virgin Mary is not to be prayed:
to : The priest hath not power to bring down from
heaven J. C. with five words: . Sueh an one is-a
public heretic, and he must go to Rome, nf he
desireth to get absolution.

-Secondly. This article eoneams,thatbyﬁabemﬁt:

.
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of this bull, every bedy may be free from restitution,
" during his own life ; and that he may make it by his
Meirs after his death. O what.an unnatural thing is
this ! What, if I take away from my neighbor three
hundred pounds, which is all he bath in the world to
. maintain his family, must I be free from this restitu-
tion, and leave it to my heir’s will to make it after
- my death? Must I see my neighbor’s family suffer

by it; and can I be free before God, of a thing that .

God, nature and humanity, require of me to do?
Indeed this is a diabolieal doctrine. Add to this
wvhat I have said of the bull of composition, that is,
4f you take so many bulls, to compound the matter
awith your confessor, you will be free forever from
making restitution : But really. you shall not be free
from the eternal punishment.

- Likewise, by the power of this bull, any confessor
may commute any vow, except those of chastity,
religion, and beyond seas : But this is upon cen-
dition that they should give something for the crusade.
O God, what an expression is this! To commute
any vow, except those of chastity, &c. &c. So,if I
make a vow tokill a man, if I promise upon oath to
rob my neighbor, the confessor may commute me
these vows, for sixpence: But if I vow to keep
chastity, I must go to Rome, to the pope himself.
What an expression is this ? I say again how many
millions have vowed chastity ? If Isay two millions,
I shall not lie. And how many of these two millions
observe it? If I say five hundred, I shall not lie.
And for all this, we see nobody go to Rome for abso-
lution.
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.The Roman Catholics will say, that.by these
words, vow of chastity, must be only understood’
abstaining from marriage ; but I will leave it to.any
man.of reason, whether the nature of .chastity com-
priseth only that? Or let me ask the Roman
€atholics, whether a priest, who has made a vow of
chastity,-that is, never to marry, if he commits the
sins of the-flesh, will be accounted chaste or not?
They will,and must 'say, pot. Them, if so many
thousands of priests live lewdly; breaking the vow .of
chdstity, why do-they not go to the pepe for absolu-
tion ?. - Po-this they never ean answer me.; therefére
the pope, in this bull, dath blind them, and the priests
do what' they please, and only the common people
ere impesed upon, and suffer by it. * God Almighty,
by his infinite power, enhghten them all, that so.the
priesis may be. more. sincére, and the people less
darkened : ‘

)

" The Tenth drtzcle. '

me indulgences to those
f they die heartily sorry
ave spoken already, and
uly penitent he hath no
don, for histrue pemtence :
ay thus express myself)
ie pope with all his infalli-

> next, 'W‘hlch s -

: . The Elei:m:h orticle.
" In this artitle the pope grants besides the said
indulgences, to those that take this bull, that they



POPISH CHURCH. 178

may twice more in the same year be absolved of all
their sins, of what nature soever,-once more during
their lives, and once more at the point:of death.
This ‘is a beld saying, and fu}} of assurance, O poor
blind people! - Where have you your eyes or under-
standing ? - Mind, I pray, for the light of your con-
sciences, this impudent way of decieving you, and
go-along with me. The pope has granted you in the
aforesaid articles, all you can wish for, and now
again, he' grants you a nonsensical privilege, viz.
that you may twice at the point of death, be absolved
of all your sins.. Observe, passing by, that a simple
priest, who hath not been licensed by the ordinary to
heer confessions, upor urgent necessity, i. e. upon
the point of death, is allowed hy all the casuistical
authors, nay, by the councils, to absolve all sins
whatsoever, if there be.not present another licensed
priest. Again, nobody can get such an absolution,
as is expressed in this bull, bat at :the point of his
soul’s departing from the body, i. e. when there isno
hope of recovery ; and the confessors are so ctreful
in this poift, that sornetimes, they beginto pronounoc
the absolution, when a man is alive, and he is dead
before they finish the words.

- Now pray tell'me how can a man be twice in such
apeint? And if he got onee as much, as he cannot
get the seoond time, what occasien  hath, he for the
second. full, free, and plenary ‘indulgence, and .abso-
lution 'of all his sins? I must stop here, for if 1 was
to tell freely my opinion gpon this point, some will
thigk I dp itousof some private ends ; which I never
do upon delivering matters of fact.
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The _Twelftfa ﬁ‘rticlcs ‘

Here the most holy father gives his power and
authority o the gengral apostolical commissary of
the crusade, and all other graces and faculties, to
revoke and suspend. all the graces and indulgenees
granted in this bull, by his holiness, during the year
of publishing it; and not only to suspend them upon
any restriction or limitation, but absolutely, though
this, or any other bull, or brief of indulgences, granted
by this or other popes, did contain words contrary to
it, viz: Suppose if Clement, or another pope, should
say, I grant to 'such an one such faculties, and I
anathematize all those that should attempt to suspend
the said faculties. This last expression would be of

" no force at all, because this bull specifies the contrary.

So it is a thing very remarkable, that the pope
dispossesseth himself by this bull, of all his power
‘and authomy, and giveth it to the general apostohcal
commissary, insomuch that the apostolical commis-
sary hath more power than the pope himself, during

_the year : and this power and authority is renewed
and confirmed to him by his holiness. - And not only
he has this power over the pope, but over. all the
popes, and their briefs, in whatsoever time granted
to any place, or person whatsoever, For it is in the
apostelieal commissary’s power to suspend all graces
and privileges whatsoever, granted since the .first
pope began to grant indulgences, which things .ave
all ineonsistent with the independency and supremacy
of the holy father, nay, according to-the principles
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and sentiments of their own authors, but we see they
.are consistent with their blindness and ignorance.

“The Thzftcmth Article. 4

~ 'This article showeth us plainly the reason, why
the pope acts thus in granting of his power to the
general apostolical commissary of the.crusade, for he -
grauts him authority to revoke and suspend all the
indulgences here granted by himself and other popes,
bat he grants him the same autherity to call again
the very same indulgences, and to make them good
again. And next to this power (observe this) he
grants him and his deputies power to fix and settle
the price or charity, the people ought to give for the
bull. This is the whole matter, and we may use the
English saying, No cure, no pay, quite reverse, No
ey, no cure, no indulgence nor pardon of sips. The,
trb?e of the church (being a spiritual gift) cannot

. be s0ld for money, without Simony.- And if the
Romans say that the pope has that power derived
from Christ, or given gratis to him,let them mind
the words: Quod gratis accepistis, g'ram date. If
the pope payeth nothing for having such power, if
he has it gratis, why does he sell it to the faithful ?
Can a private man, or his deputy put a price on a
spiritaal thing? O blindness of heart ?

.!. o The Fourtecntlz Article.

-In this article the general apostolical cormmssary
males use of his-power and authority, he says, /n
Javor of this-holy bull, we-do. suspend; during the
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year, all the graces, iudulgmm, and facumca of
Ay or any other kind, &c. Though they -be in
JSavor of the building of St. Peter’s church at Rome.
Ezcept only from this suspension of the privileges
granted ‘to the superiors of the mendicant orders.

He excepts only from this suspension the privileges
of the four mendicant orders, because the friars of
those orders, being mendicants or beggars, they. ean
be no great hindrance of this project. I ask my
comtrymen this question: I Dn. Francis Anthony
Ramirez has such a power, to do and undo, in despite
of the pope, whatever he pleases for a whole year ;
and this power is renewed to him every year, by a
fresh bull ; ofwhatusenthepopem Spain? And
if he has resigned his authority to Don Ramirez, why
do they send every year to Rome for privileges,
dispensations, faculties, bulls, &o., and -throw their
money away ? If Ramirez has power to stop, and
make void any concession by the pope, what need
have they for s0 great trouble and expenss ? - Is not
this a great stupidxty and infataity ? Ob-ene du
next atticle.

The thtcanth rticle.

AR those prohibitions and suspensions afonem'
tioned, are only to oblige the people to take the bull;
for the general apostolical commissary says; We
declare that all those that take this bull, do obtain
and enjoy all the gyaces, and faeultics, &e. whith
Kiave Been granted by the popes, Paul the Vth, and
Whbannus the ViIih, §c. Soif apoes man takesno



POPISH CHUREN 17

bull, though- ke be heartily penitent, thers. is no
pardon for him. I sy, there is no-pardon for him.
from the popeanﬂlﬁsoomnmary,butthmnmely
parden. for him from God ; and he is in a beter way
thnalldmbigotctlmttake the bull, thinking.to-be:
free by it from-all their sins..

Observe also. the last words-of. this: a.mcle We
commanid that- eversy body that takes this bull, be
obliged to: keep by him the same, which is Aere
printed; signed and sealed with our neme and seal ;-
and:that otherwise ‘they cannot obtais, nor enjoy:
the benefit of the said bull. This is a cheat, robbery;
androguery ; for the design of the general apostolieal
commissary:is, to.obligethem to take another bull:
The custom is, that whien they take every yeara new-
bull; they ought to show: the cld one, or else. they:
ninst take two that year.. Now lst us'suppese that
ail the.conteats:of the:bull: are as. efficacipus: as the.
bigets do-believo-them to be.” A mum takes the.bull,
pays.for:it, amd performs and folfileth the contents of ¥
itc . I» nosthis ensugh o enjoy all the: graces; &n >
Whit is the. meaning’ then of commanding to keep”
the same' bull by them, but a cheat, robbery, arid
roguery # [ do not desire better proofoftlus than
what- the commissary affords me ‘in his following
words; by whichk he contradicts himselfi Hé' says;
and.wherearyouw (speaking: with Peter Dezuloaga, °
who was the man. that.took the bull: which was' left:
atthe publisher’s shop) have givens two reals of plate,
and hgve taden tiis budl; and your ndme is writtem.
in ity we dnlar&ﬂtptyw -have already obw
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and are granted the said indulgences, &¢. -And
that you may enjoy and make use of them, &o.

. If he has already obtained all, of what.use may it
be to keep the bull by hisa ? How can-the commis-
sary make these expressions agree together >. First.
If he doth not keep the bull by kim, Ae cannot enjoy -
the benefit of the bull. ~ Second. +2s soon: as ke takes
it; he has already obtained all the graces, &c., and
enjoys the benefit of the bull. These are two quite .
contrary fthings. ‘Then the design 'in..the first is.
robbery and roguery, and in the second, cheat, frawd
and deceit. -

Reflect again : Whereas you Ieave taken tl;e Im}l‘
and paid for it, you have already obtained all the
indulgences and pardons of sins. By this declara-
tion, infallible to the Romans, let a-inan come from.
committing ‘murder, adultery, sacrilege, &c., if he
takes and pays for the bull, his sins are already-
pardoned. Is not-this a scandalous presumption ?-
If a man isin a state of sin, and has ne repentance
in his heart, how.can such a man be pardened at so .
cheap a rate as two reals of plate ? If this was sure -
and certain, the whole world would -embrace their
religion, for they then would be sure of their salva-
tion. Again, if they believe this bull to be'true,
how can. they doubt of their going to heaven imme--
diately after death? For a man, whose sins are
pardoned, goes straightway to heaven ; so if the sins:
of all men and women (for every body: takes the
buil) are ned by it, and consequently go te-
heaven, why do they set up:a.purgatory? or why
are they afraid of hell?
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‘Lt us say, that we may suspect, that this bull
sends more people into. hell, than it can save from it ;
for it is the greatést encouragement to sin in the
world. ‘A man says, I may satisfy my lusts and
passions, I may commit all wickedness, and yet I am
sare to' be pardoned of all, by.the taking of this bull
for two redls of plite. By the same rule, their
consciences cannot be under any remeorse nor trouble,
for if a man commits a great sin, he goes to confess,
‘he gets absolution, he has by him this bull, or
permission to sin, and his conscience is at perfect
ease, insomuch that after he gets absolution, he may
goand commit new sins, and go again-for absolution.

-f wk ‘press with these reflections and arguments
the Roman Catholic priests, especially those of good

“sénse, they will answer that they do not believe any
such thing ; for if a man (say they) doth not repent
truly of his sins, he is not pardoned by God; though
he be absolved by ‘the confessor. Well, if it be so,

- why does the pope, by his general ‘apostolical com-
inissary; say, Whereas you have taken and puid for
this -bull, you have alread;/ obtained pardon for
your sinsy &c. We must come then to say, that the
cheat, fraud and deceit is in the’ pope, and that Don
Ramirez is the pope’s instrument to impose so  grossly
upon the poor Spaniards. The confessor grants free
dndfall indulgence and pardon of all Sms, and of all
the pains and punwhments ‘which the Ppenitent was
obliged to endure for them in purgatory. = By virtue
of this absolution then, we may say, no soul goes to
purgatory.especially out of the dominions of the king
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of 8pain, for as I said, in the beginning of the expla-
nation of the bull, every living soul, from seven years
of age and upwards, is obliged to take the bull; and
<onsequently, if every soul obtains the. grant of being
pardonedofall the pains which they were to endure
mnd suffer in purgatory,all go to beaven. Why do
the priests ask masses, and say them for the pelief of
the souls in purgatory.

" Let us from thesé proceed to thesumof thaa ean-
tions and indulgences granted to the city of Rome,
which the pope grants likewise to all those that take
the bull,’and fulfil the contents of it. .

. Katations, in this place, sxgmfythegomgfromm
church to amother, in remembrance of Christ’s being,
or remaining so long on Mount Calvary, so long i
the garden, so long on the cross,so long in the
sepulchre.

We call dsotstatwm, or to walk the emwns,w
go from the firet cross to the mount, Calvary &e.
‘This is a new thing to-many of this kingdom, there-

* fore, a plain account of that custom among’ the
Romans, will not be amiss in this place.

There is in évery city, town and village, a mount
Calvary out of the gates, in remembrance of the
Calvary where our Saviour was crucified. There
are fourteen crosses placed at a distance one from
another. 'The first cross is out of the gates,and from
the first to. the second, the Romans. reckon 50 many
steps or paces, more or less from the second to .the
third, and so on fmmonetoanotheroftheremammg,
t\llthay come to the twelfth _cross, which is in the



POPI§N CHURGCEH, 181

wmiddle-of twe crosses, which represent two cresses
wlnc.h&ctwo malefactors were. crucified on each

side of Christ. They walk these twelve estations in
remembrance of all the steps and paces opy . Savmur
walked from the, gates of the city of Jerasalem to
aount Calvary, where he was crucified. In the first
estation, you will see the image of Jesus, with the
evoss on his shoulders, in the second, falling down,
&e. Inthehstcross,our last estation of the three
crosses, Jesus is xepresented crucxﬁed between two
malefactors. .

. Every Friday.in the year, the davout people walk
the estations, and kneel down before every cross, and
say se many péter posters, &c ,»and a prayer for the
meditation of what did happen to our Jesus at that
dutance When,_ the weather hinders the people
. from going to the great Calvary, they have another
in every church, and in the cloisters of the convents,
.and monasteries, and they, walk the estations there,
and especially in lent, there is such a crowd of people
every Friday in the afternoon, that there is scarcely
room enough in the highway for all to kneel down.

On good Friday in the evening, is the great pro-
cession, at which almost all the people assist with
lanterns in their hands. The peepls, both. men and
women, old and young, go to church in the after-
noon. The parish minister, dressed in a surplice,
and a sacredotal cloak on, and a square black cap on
hnhead,andtherestofthecle:gymﬂsuaurghm,
and the reverend father preacher in his habit. ~This
last bagms a short exhortation to the peopls, recom-
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‘mending td them devotion, humility, and meditation
of our ‘Saviour’s sufferings; after he has done, the
prior of the fraturnity of the blood of Chtist, ordereth
‘the procession-in. this manner: First of all, at the
head of it,a man in a surplice, carrieth the cross of
‘the parish, and two boys on each side, with two
_ high lanterns, immediately after begins the first-es-
tation of our Saviour, painted i a standard, which
* one of the fratermty carrieth, and the ‘brethren of
thiat estation follow him in two lines: and' the
twelve estations ordered in the same manner, follow .
one another. After the éstations, there is a- ‘man re-
“presenting Jesus Christ, in a Tunica or a Nazarine’s
gown, with a crown of thorns on his” head, that
carrieth on his soldiers a long, heavy cross, "and
another man, representmg Simon, of Cirene, behind
thelps the Nazarine to carry the cross. "After him
the: preacher, elergy, and parish minister, and” ‘after
them all the people, without keeping' any form or
order. 'Thus the procession goes out of the church,
singing a proper song of the passion of Jesus; and
when they come to the first cross of the estations of
Calvary, the procession stops there, and the preacher
makes an exhortation, and tells what our Saviour
did ‘suffer till that first step, and -making the same
exhortations in each of the. eleven crosses; when
 they come at the twelfth, the preacher, on- the foot
of thecross which is piaced between the two ‘cfosses
of the ma,lefactors, begms the sermon®of’ the ‘passion
and sutfermgs of Christ, and when he ‘has done, ‘the
prooession .comes back -again’ to the chureh, and
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there the preacherdismisses the people with an act
of contrition; which the people repeat after him.

‘These. are- the estationd of the: holy Calvary; but.
besides, the estations of the holy sepulchre ;:that is,-
to visit seven churches;or..seven times one churels,
on holy Thursday, when Jesus is in the monuments
but of these things I shall treat in another place. -

- Now, by these foregoing -induigences, and full.
parden of sins, the pope does not: grant to all those-
that take the bull, and fulfil the contents of it (which
are only to-pay for-it) anfy"body may easily know a
list of the days in whlch any one that visits the-
churches mentioned in it enjoys at Rome all the
aforesaid faculties, pardon of sins, and mdulgemes,
and as you may observe, at the’ end of the summario,
that every day of the year, there are, at Rome, many
indulgences and pardons granted in some church or
other, to all those that go to visit them. 8¢ by the
grant of the pope, in the bull of Crusade, the same
indulgences and pardons ‘are given, and in the same .
day)thatlsevexydayofthe year) to all those that.
* take the bull. - Frem this any body mey draw the
same  consequence as before, that.a man cannot be
afraid in -the Romish church, to go to hell ; he may-
commit every day all villanies in the world, and. yet:
every day, having the bull, is sure of getting free and'
fll pardon of: his sins, and this ‘without the trouhle
of going to confess: for if they wﬂltakeﬂaepa‘msw
read the contents of the bull, with a serious mind,
they will find the truth of what I say, That withoat
the trouble of confessing sins, any body obtains fulk
pardon of all the crimes he has committed.
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Rorthegemm!apatolwdmmﬁﬂny' (\ﬂmhlu
the pope’s power and autherity) says, that he shnt
takes:the ball, payeth for it, and writes his name in
ity {pe0 farts, i. e. already obtains all the indulgences’
and' pavdosk of ‘sins, &e. mentioned in the bull; and’
he does not say, If Ae confess, or, if he be a heanty
penitent; but already, without any Hmitation or’
rauvumn,abwdyhee’yoysallandmymke
use Gf all the girpees; &e. So, by these: expressions, -
it, appears, that & man, talfing the bull, paying for i,
and; writing his name in it, ey conmmit murder and -
rabbery, &c and yet obtain every day fice and full
paadon of his sins; without the trauble of confessing:
them to a: prieat, who if covetens, will ask monsy for-
abeslution, oy mmfo: pixsses; fnrrthomliefof&ef
semlecin pusgatory.

Thslmﬂmaf‘mycbnnwyneople M M
ave kypt in 5o greut ignorinos by:the prieste; that 1o
might dare. 1o say, that wot one of a thpusind that:
talsesrtha.bull, zeads it, but blimdly. spbmite: to: what
mm«ammumm,m W
inqguiry: - This is & surprising thing to all the Piotess
ants; and it is npw.to me, but- I can- gimmoﬁi!
regsons for. ¢heid ignoranes. in point of religlon, ds:
for the gemarality, but their bigory; and blind:fxith:
in. whet: the, preschare and. priests: tell- them; and;.
naxt: to this, that is not allgwed. to thertoroad- the!
Scripture, nos books: of contaoxarsy abous religion:

T ooy mow to the days i which every: bedy-
Mmaml out of pnygatery. Qserve.thofie marieed:
with & 3§ andi begides: thete, there is in ewesy:
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convent and parish church, at least, one privileged,
altar, i. e. any body that says five times pafer nostre,
&c., and five times AJve Maria, with Gloria Patria,
&c., takes a soul out of purgatory, and this at any
time and in any day of the year, and not only in
Spain, by the virtue of the bull, but in France,
Germany, Italy, and in all the Romon Catholic
countries where they have no bull of Crusade. From
this, I say, that if there is a purgatory, it must be an
empty place, or that it is impossible to find there
any soul at all, and that the Roman Gatholics take
every year more souls out of it, than can go into it
which, I shall endeavor to prove by evident argu-
ments, grounded on their pnncxples and belief.

- For, first of all, there is in the bull nine days in
the year in *wluch every living person takes a soul
-out of purgatory, and by this undeniable truth
among themselves, it appears that every living per-
son, man, woman, or child, from seven years of age
and upwards, takes évery year nine souls out of
purgatory.

Secondly. Every body knows the Roman Catho’lw’t
opmlon, that nobocy can be saved out of their com-
munion ; and by this infallible (as they believe}
principle, they do not allow any place in purgatory
to the souls of Protestants, and other people of other
professions ; and so only Roman Catholic souls are
the proprietors of that place of torment.

Thlrdly Tt is undeniable, by the Romans, that
ever since the place of purgatory was built up'by the
popes and couicils, the Roman Catholics' have en-

. 1o e . 24 M - P N
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joyed the granting of & pnvileged dltar in evéry
¢hurch, ‘that, by their. p‘raYers, the souls of their
parents or friends may be relieved and de’ﬁ’vé‘rétl out
of that place..
Fourthly. That to ‘this grantmg, the popés have
bpen 8o, generous, that, they have granted, in such
lays, special pnvzleges to some dhurches, for all
ose that should visit them, [ take souls out of
pugatory. |
. Fifthly. That all the _prayers said before shc’h
altars for such a soul in purgatory, if the s6ul is éut
of it when the person says the prayers, those prayers
go to the treasure of the church and by this opmxon,
undeniable by them, the ‘treasury of thé chirch i
well stocked with prayers, and when the po %ehas a
mind to gra.nt at once, a milli ion of prayers,
- take a mijlion of souls out of yurgatory
: Thesgﬁve principles and observpnons are incon-
testable by any of the Roman Catholics. Now let
us compute the number of Roman Catholics that are

- glive, and the pumber of the dead.« " 1say,
compute, that is, spppose a cert “of the
living and .of the dead every. ye ' begin
with the kmgdom of Spaxq, and it )88 the -

“anly partakers of the pnvxlegen g e bu'll
of Crusade. : ‘

First. Letus su;p;pose, that in the whofe &onnmoni

of -Spain, there are ahout 'six of
persors ; & speak of the Roman Ca ?:«:ﬁqs ‘ﬁ that
threomuhomofﬂmse Catholi csdxeevery‘zu‘” 'an
dmtulltheuxoulagotopurgatory, for though the

-
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supposition is disadvantageoys to my purpose, I will
allow them more thap they can expect. In the first
place, by reasonable computanon, half of the hvmg
'persons do not die every year: but I suppose this, to
make my argument so much the stronger. Secondly
In their opiniop, very many ‘of the souls of those that
die, go to heaven, and some to hell, which is con-
trary to the bull. By thls computation, the three
millions of people that remain alive, by the bull, take
out of purgatory, seven and twenty millions of souls
that very year. For there are nine days, in the ‘bull
ﬁxed on which every living person takes one soul
out of purgatory ; if then, only three millions of
péople die annually, how can the thrée remaining
glive take out twenty—seven nnlhons, it bemg impos-
sible that there should be more than three millions of
souls in purgatory that year And besnies this plain
demonstratton, and besndes the nine days appointed
in the bull, according to their belief, and every day
in the year, and, foties quotzea, they pray at a pnvx-
leged altar, they take out of

which they pray, or if that :

any other which they have

prayer goes to the treasure (

this addmon, we may sp

millions of living persons, on

pray gvery day; this half i

tory, yearly, one hundred

pud a half of souls. If the)

them fix any other lmng ps

Ring times more the pimbe;
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purgatory every year, by virtue of the nine days
mentioned in the bull ; or by the privileged altars,
multiply one to three hundred sixty-five souls de-
livered out of the flames every year, by every living
person, as I shall demonstrate more plainly hereafter.

As for France, Germany, Italy, Portugal, and
ather Roman Catholic countries, as I said before,
they have their privileged altars to take a soul out
of purgatory, {oties quoties, a Roman says so many
pater nosters, and ave marias before them. And so
use the same muluphcauon to convmoe them, that
there cannot be so many souls in purgatory as they
deliver out of it every year, or that purgatory of
cburse, must be an empty place, &c.

If they answer to this strong reason, that we must
suppose for certain, that the souls of many millions
of people, for many years past, are in purgatory, and
that there is stock enough taken out of it every year,
if there were ten times more living persons than there
are now in the Roman Catholic countries ; I say, that
the supposition has no room at all, and that it is im+
possible; for let us begin at the time when purgatory
was first found out by the pope, and let us suppose,
gratis, that there is such a place, which we deny.
© The first year that that imaginary place was
settled among the Romans, the very same year the
privileged altars were in fashion. The people that
were left alive that year took out all the souls of the
persons dead the same year, and more too, for as the
new prxvﬂege was granted them, every body was
more charitable in taking the souls of his relations
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and friends out of sufferings at so cheap a rate as five
pater nosters &e. . The next year the same, and so
on, year by year, till this present time, so that it is
impossible to believe that there are agreater number
of souls than of persons dead. * -

I say again, that by these principles, sure among
~ the Romans, the Catholics only of Spain, and all the
dominions belonging 'to it, are enough to deliver out
of purgatory all the souls of all the Catholics dead,
from the beginning of the world in Christendom. If
what they believe were certain, it should be certain
too, that since the bull is granwd to the Catholic kings
and their dominions, which is since the reign of king
Ferdinand, the Catholic, only the Spaniards have de-
livered out of purgatory’ more souls than persons
- . have died since the universal flood : for every living
person, from that time til} this present day, has taken
out of purgatory, every year, 365 souls by the privi-
leged altars, and nine more by virtue of the bull.
 Now I leave to the curious reader to make use of the
rule of multiplication, and he will find clesr demon-
. stratxons of my saying. 1 do not talk now of those

innumerable souls that are freed from this place
every day of the year by ‘the masses, leaving this for
another place. -

Indeed I have searched among the sophwtnu of
the Roman 'Catholics, to see whether 1 could find
some reason or answer to this : and 1 protest, I could
notﬁndany,forasl am sure, they will endeavor

to cloud this work with groundless subterfuges. and

sophistries, I was willing to prevent ill sorts of ob-
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iections, which may be made by.them. Only ong
poswer, which I may believe they will give me,
comes now into my head, and it is this, that as the
Romans cannot answer any thing contrary to my.
demonstration, it is to be feared that ‘they will say,
that I reason gnd argue as an igporant, because I do
ot know . that the sonls °

beings, that one produce:

every year, I sy, if is to

#d, they must come af las

tica), dreaming. reasons,

srgumsnt. So we¢ may s

Chrisfian confidence say,

as pwrgatory, it must be an empty place, ox ﬁmt u m
impossjble to find there any souls, or that the Romgn
Catholics take every year more. soujs out of -it, thay
can go into.it ; all which, being.against the evidence
of nptural reason, and computation made, it is a
dream, fiction, or to say the truth, roguery, robbery,
and a cheat of the pope and priest. As for the pope, (if
the report in the public news be true,). I must beg
leave to except for @ while this present pope, whO, :
in his behaxiour, makes himself the. exception of ,the
rule. 1 say, for a while, for by several instances,
(as I shall speak of in the third part,) many popes.
have had a good beginning, and a very bad end.
God enlighten him with his holy spirit, that Lie may
bring in all papist countries to our reformation. And
I pray God Almighty, from-the bottom of my heaxrt,
* bo give to all the Romans such a light as his, infinite
goodness has been plspsed to grant me; and that all
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my country people, and all those that call themselves
Roman Catholics, would make the same use of that
light which I have endeavored to make use of myself,
to know the corrdptions of their church, and to
renounce them with as firm and hearty resolution as
I have done myself: And I pray God, who is to be
my judge, to continue in me the same light, and his
grace, that I may live and die in the religion I have
embraced, and to give me the desired comfort of my
heart, which is to see many of my beloved country
people come and enjoy the quietness of mind and con-
science which I enjoy, as to this point of religion, and
way of salvation; and I'wish I could prevail with them

“to read the bull, which, they believe, is the sancto
sanctorum, the passport to heaven ; and I am sure
they would find the contrary, and see that it is only
a dream, a dose of opium to lull them asleep, and
keep them always ignorant. That Almighty God
may grant them and me too all these things, is my
constant prayer to Him. '
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.Apmtwalmountaf theananﬂogodAhus,Tnn-
substantjation, and Purgatory. -

I comprise all the four ‘eads in one chapter, because there is
 near relation between them all, though I shalt speakof them.
: oqmahly; and as distinet articles.

ARTICLE I.

' Of their Masses.

Tae Mass for priests and friars is better, and has
greater power and virtue than the loadstone, for this
only' draws iron, but that allures and gets to them
silver, gold, precious stones, and all sorts of fruits of
the earth ; therefore it is proper to give a descnptton
of every thmg the pn,ests make use of to render the
mass the most magnificent and respectful thing i in
the world, in the eyes of the people.

The priest every morning, after he has exammed
his conscience, and confessed his sins, (which they
call reconciliation,). goes to the vestry and washes
his hands ; afterwards, he kneels down before an
image of the crucifix, _whichis placed on the draws,
where the ornaments are kept, and says several
prayers and psalms, written in 2 book, called prépara-
terium. When the priest has done, he gets up, and
goes to dress himself, all'the ornaments being ready -
upon the draws, whlch aré hke the ,table of an, altar ]

SIS 1
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then he takes the «#2mbito, which is like an Holland
handkerchief, and kissing the middle of it, puts it
round about his neck, pnd says a short prayer. After
he takes the Jlva, which s a long surplice with
parréw sleeves, laced roamd about with fine laeq,
and-says another prayer while he puts it on. The
derk i always hehind tg help him. . Then he takes
the: Ciagulum, i t, the girdle, and saye a prayer;
after he takes the Stola; which is & long list-of silk,
with a cross in the middle, and two .crosses at the
ends of it, and says another prayer while he puts it
on his neck, and crpsses it before his breast, and ties
it with the ends of the gudl After he takes the
Mapiputas * -2 e

33, Wwany c

mying 8 sh

iea sort (

a,yprd wid

with a hole

After he is

table, and

Holland tc

covered ;, a

i. e. a smal

the chalice

hollapd lac.. o

piege of silk, three quarters of a yar& in square,
Adter he examines the comorales, i. e. two pieces of
fine well-sta,rched hollaqd, ,w1th lace round about;

the first is thrpe quaters of a yaxd, square, and the
second half a yard; and fgldmg them both, puts them
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in a flat eover, which he puts on the sAadice; amd
takmgasquaxedcap,lfhensaseculmpmst,gntslt
on his head, and having the chulice in his hands,
makes a great bowto the cruecifix, says a prayer, and
goes'oxt of -the vestry to the altar; where he designs
to-say mass. This is, as to the private sanss, Now.
bedore: I proceed to the' great mass, which. is always
almg, it is ¢ to talk of the, riches of their ornements.
'As in the Romish charch are severdl festivals; viz,
these of our Saviour Christ, Ghmtmds, Cireumcisiony
Epiphdny, Easter, Ascension, Penticostes, and Trsns-
ﬂgurauon' Those of the Holy Cress; thoss of: the
Plessed Virgin Mury ; thoso of the angels, apostles,
mart:yts, confessors, virging, &o. So there aze sovesl
forts of dmuments; and of divers. colors ; white . fup
411 the fostivals of Jests Christ, excépt pemticnated,in
which the ormaments arb red; white also for the
festivals of the Virgin Mary, confexsors, and virgins;
red for mattyrs; violet color for -adviemt and hntt;
a1d black for the masses of the dead..
The samé ¥als is observedin theﬁohtofahe alw’h
- table, or ara altaris, which are always adorned with
hangings the color of the day’s festivals. In ewery
parish church and convent, there are many:arnaments
of each-of the said colars; all of the richest silks, with
silver, gold and embroidery. There axe pmny long
oloaks. oz padia of all soris of :calors, several dozeys
of alvas, or surplices of the finest hollapd, with the
fihest laces xound about them, chalice of silver, the
inside of the cup gilt, many of gold set with diar
wotids and preciens stopes. - There is one in-the
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cathedral of St. Salvator, in the city of Saragossa,
which weighs five pounds of gold, set all over with
diamonds, and is valued at 15,000 crowns, and th'is
is not accounted an extraordinary one.
""A possenet of $ilver, gilt all over, to keep the holy
water and hysop, with a silver handle, to be used in.
holy days at church, is an mdxgpensable thing almosti
in-every church : as also two 'big candlesticks four
feet high, for the two accolits’ or assistants ‘to -the
great mass. . In several churches there are two
ciriales, i.-e. big candlesticks five feet high all of sil-
ver ; " iwhich weigh two hundred pounds in: some
ehurches, and another bigger than these, for the
blessed candle on candlemas day. - Six other middle
silver candleeti¢ks, which serve on the ars or altar’s
hbh,‘ silver, and (in many churches) gold bottles
and plate to késp the water and wine that is used
mthmnm,nsmallnlver bell for the- sp.me use, an
inoehsary, and stand. for the missal .or masss-book,
and another stand of gilver two feet, high, for the
deacon’ and sub.deacon to mui on’ n: the epxstle and ,
goopel -
' There' is also in the ; great altar, the cmtoaha, i.e.
a figure ‘of the sin and beams-made of gold, and
many of them set with precious stones to keep'in the
centre of 'it the great consecrated host, in the middle
of two crystals : The foot of the custodia is made of
the same metal ; it is kept in'a gilt tabernacle; and
. shown to‘the people oh several owaswns, asl will
mention in another place. - ,
“-Besides this rich custodis, there mahugem
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or gold cup kept in_the same, or another tabernacle
on another altar, which is to keep the small conse-
" crated wafers for the communicants. Before those
tabernacles a silver lamp is burning night -and day.
The altars are adormed on several festivals with the
silver bodies of several saints, some as large as a
man, some half bodies with crowns or mitres. set
with precious stones.

I could name several churches and convents,
where I saw' many rarities and abundance of rich
ornaments, but this being a thing generally known
by the private accounts of many travellers, I shall
only give a description of the -rarities and riches of
the church of the lady del Pilar, and that of St. Sal-
vator, in the city of Saragossa; because I néver met

_with any book which did mention them, and the
reagon, as I believe, is, hecause foreigners do not
travel much in Spain, for want of good conveniences
on the roads, and for the dismal Joumey in.which
they ciannot see a house, Sometimes in twenty mx]es,
and sometimes in thirty.

. In the Cathedral church of St. Salvator, them are
forty-five, prebendaries, besides the dean, arch-deaf
con, chanter, and sixty-six beneficiates, six prigsts
and s master, and .twelve beys for the music, and
sixty clerks and under clerks, and sextons. - The
‘chureh contains thirty chapels, large and small, and
the .great altas, thirty feet. high and ten hyosd, all of
amarble stone, with many bodies of saints .of the
same, a8d in the middle of it the transfiguration of
our Sevieur in the mount Tabor, with the apostles
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all represented in marble figunts.. The front.of the
altar’s table is made of selid silver, the frame gilt, and
adorned with precious stones.. In the treasure of the
church they keep sixteen bodies ofsam%s:ofpl}ia pilviex
among whieh; that of St. Peter ,A.xgues,; (whowas
prebendary in the same chuteh, and was: murdersd’
by the Saracens,)is adorned with; tich' stones of &
great value. Besides these they keep W.elve half
silver bodies of other saints, and many. relies set
with ' gold ‘and dthonds ‘Forty-eight silver tandle-
sticks for the altar’s table, two lazge ‘ones; and. the
" third for the blessed eandle, 300 pound weight each ¢
thirty-six small sitver candlesticks ; and six mada of
“solid gold for the great festivals. Four. passensats. of
silver, two of solid gold, with the handles of hyseps
of the same. Two large crosses, one..of silver, the
- other of gold, ten feet high, to carry before the pre-
cessions. ‘Ten thousand ounces of sifver: in plate,
part of gilt; to adorn the two corners of the altdr on
 great festivals, and when the archbishop. offiviutes,
says-the great mass. Thirty-three silver lanips,
of which the smailest is an hundred and fifty pounds
weight, and the largest, which is before thé great
altar, gilt all over; is six ‘hundred and thitty pounds
- weight. “Abundance of rich ofnaments for: priests,
of inexpressxble value. - Exghtwfmu ehnlicas; twenty.
of pure gold, and smty-fom ‘of -silver, gilt dn ‘the
inside of “the cup'; and the rich- dhalive; which-only
. the arch-bishop makes use of'in his pontificiad dress.
_ " All these things are but trifles in eoniparﬁﬁn with
~ the great custodia they miske use: dl to: oty the
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great hosy &hwough ths! stivots e the festival of
Corpac Ohsisti:: This nias a present made to the -
cuthedral by the arth-bishop of 8evil who had been
puahahdm"ym\f that ‘church before. . The circumfer-
ence of the vun and.beams is as bxgasthewlnel of
a coach; at the end of each beam theve is a star.
The centre of tise sun, wheve the great host is placed
between twe erystals, set with large diamonds'; the
beamns are all of solid gold set with several precious
stones, and in the middle of each star, a rich emerald
set'in gold:  The'crystal with the great host. is fixed
iy the motth-of the rich chalice, on a pedestal of
silver, ell gilt over which is' three feet high. The’
whole custodia is five hundred pounds weight; and
this is p’(aﬁced on'a gilt 'base, which is carried by
twelve priests, as Y shall tell you in another article.
Several goldsmiths have endeavored to valie this
piece, butnobody could set a' certain sum upon it.
One $aid ‘that a million of pxsmles was too’ little.
And how the Ardffbishop "'eculd gather together so
many precious stones, every body was surprised at,
fill 'we hieard that a brother of his grace died in Pern,
and Yeft’ ’hxm great sums 'of money, arnd a vast
quant‘ity of diamonds and precious stones:

-1 come now to speak of the treasure and’ rarities.
of the Lady de? Pilar.'' In the charch of this kidy is
thd same mimber of prebendanes and ‘beneficiates,
mﬁwdanq, clerks,“an§_sextons, as in the Catholic
Church of 'St. Salvator, and as to the 'oraments and
silver plate, they are yery much the same; except
only ‘that of the great custodia, which is not so rich.
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But as to the chapel of the blessed Virgin, there is,
without comparison, more in.it than in the cathedral:
I shall treat of the image in another chapter. Now
as to her riches, I will give you an account as.far a»
I remember, for it is mpouhle fer every thing te be
kept in the memory of mam = .

In the little chapel, where the i mmge is onapdim*
are four angels, as large and tall as & men, with &
‘big ‘candlestick, each of which is made wholly of
silver gilt. - The front of twp altars ‘is solid silver,
with' gilt frames, set with rich stones: Before the
image there is a lamp,.(as they call it,) a .gpider of
crystal, in which twelve wax candles burn night and
day: The several parts of the spider -are set with
gold and dxamonds which was a present made to the
Virgin by Don, John, of Austria, who also left her in
his last will, his own heart, which mordmgly was
brought. to her, and is kept in a gold box set with
large dxamond.s, and which hangs befora the mmgo.
There is a thlck grate round. abou; the httle chapel,
of solid silver: Next to this is another chape] to say
mass in’ before the i image ; and the altar-piece of it is
all made of silver, from the top to the altar’s table,
which is of jasper stone, and the front of silver, with
the ftame gilt, set with precious stones. The rich
crown of the Virgin is tweuty-ﬂve pounds wexght,
set all over with large.diamonds. = Besides this rich
qne, she has six pounds more of pure gold set with
rich diamonds and emera.lds the smallest of which is
worth half a million. ¥

The roges of dm;nonds a.nd other pquoqs stoyes
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she has. to adorn her mantle, are innymerable ; for
though she is dressed every day.in the color of the
church’s festival, and never uses twice the same
mantle, which is of the best stuff, embroidered with
gold; she has new roses of precious stgnes, every
day.-for three, years together; she has thyee hundred
and sixty-five necklaces of pearls and diamonds, and
six chains of gold set with diamonds, which .are put
on her mantle on the great festivals of Christ.

. In the room of her trepsare are innumerable haads;
arms, legs, eyes, and hands, made of gold and silver,
presented to her by the people, which have heen
cured as they believe, by miracle, thtough the
Virgin’s divine power and intercessions. In this
sacond chapel are one hundred and ninety-five silver
lamps, in three lines, one over the other.. Thelamps
of thalowest rank aze bigger than thosb of the sepond,
and thege are bigger than those of the third, The
five lamps facing the image are about five hundred
_pounds wctght each, the sixty of the same ling four
bundred pounds weight, and those of the third line,
one hundred pounds weight. Those of .the second
I\ne are two hundred pounds welght. There is the
impage ‘of the Vugln in’the  treasure, made in the
shape of a. woman five feet high, all of . pure sllver,
set.; with precioys stones, and a crown of gold set
with diamonds, and this image is to be carried in a
public procession the days appointed, I will gpeak
of the.miraculous image:in the following chapter.

I romember that when the Rt, Hon. Lord Stanhope,
then Genaral of the English forces, wasin Samgm
- 26
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after the battle, he went to see the treasure of the
lady of Pilar, which was shown to him; and I heard
him say these words: If all the kings of Europe
should gather together all their treasures and
precious stones, they conld not buy half of the Fiches
of this treasury. And by this expression of so wise

and experienced a man, every body may Judge of '
the value.

After this short account of the ornaments to be
used at mass, and the incomparable treasures of .the
Romish church, I procéed to a descriptionof the greas
or high masses, their ceremonies,’ and of all the
motions and gestures the pnests make in the cele~
bration of a mass.

Besides the priest, there must be a- deacon, sub-
deacon, two acoliti, i. e. two: to carry the lm:ge
candlesticks before the priest, and one to carry the
incensary. - The incenser helps the priest when he
dresses himself-in the vestry, and the two, aeoliti
help the deacon and subdeacon.. “When all three are
dressed, the incenser and ‘the two acoliti in their
surplices, and large collays round about their necks;
made of the same stuff as that of the priest’s casulla,
and deacon and subdeacon’s almatices, 1. e. a sort of
carulla, with open sleeves, I say, the incenser puts
fire in the incensary, and the acoliti takes the candle~
sticks with the wax candles lighted, and the sub-
deacon takes the chalice amd corporals, and so
making'a bow to the crucifix in the vestry, they go'

“out inte the ehnrch to the' great altar, ‘There are
commonly three . smpstogouptothe altar, and the

’
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priest and five assistants kneel down at the first step,
then legving the incense-and acoliti tp stay there, the
priest, deacon end subdeacon go up to the altar’s
table, and all kneel down there again. The sub-
‘deacon leaves the chalice on a little table next ta the
- gltar’s table at the right hand, and then they tum
‘back ‘again to the highest step, and kneeling down
again, the priest, deacon, and subdeacon get up,
leaying the incenser and acoliti on their knees, and
begin the mass by a psalm, and after it the priest says
the general comfession of sins, to which- the ‘deacon
and subdeacon answer Misereatur tus, &¢. Then
they-say the general confession themselves, and after
it the priest absolves them, and saying - another
pealnd, they go up again to the -altar’s table, which
the priest kisses, and he and the two assistants kneel
down, and rise again. - Then the incenser brmgs the
incensary and inrcense; and the priest puts in -thres
spoonsfull-of it, and taking the incensary from the
deacon’sthands; he incenses three times the taberna-
clé of the Bucharistiu, and goes twice to each side
of it, he Imeels down then, and the deacon takes up
the hem of the priest’s casulls, and so goes frorh the
‘middle of the altar to the right corner, ineensing the
table, and returning from the cornet to thé middle,
~ then knesls down and gets up, and goes to the left
eomer; aud from the left goes again to' the right
covper; and. giving she ‘incensary to the deacon, e
'‘incenses three times the priest, and -gives the inceni-
sary ‘to the -inceriser, and this incefises ‘twice the
dencon,” - The ‘astistants always follow the priest,
making the motions that he does.
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The inceriser has the missad or mass-boolt teﬁdy
on the altar’s table at. the right comer, and so the
priest begins the psalm of the mass: all this While
the musicians'are singing the beginning of the mass
6ll Ryrée elsijon ; and when they have finished, the
priest sings. thesé three words:' Gloria in escelsis -
deo.  And the musicians sing the rest.. While they’
are singing, the priest, deacon, and subdeacon; -
mnking a bow fathe tafernacle, go to sit ofi three
riph chairs at the right hand of the ars or alar’s
table; and as soon as the music has ended the gloria;
they go to. the middie of the table, kneel down; and
get up, and the priest ]mlmg the table turns to the
people, opening his arms, and- says, in Latin, The
diord be with you, to which, and all other expres-
sions the music and the people answer ; then turns
again his face to the altar, kneels down, gets'up,and
the assistants doing-the same, the priest goes to the-
right eumer,and says.the collect for the day, and
twe, or sometimes five or six prayers in commemo-
mtion of the saints; and last of all,a'prayer for the
pope,, king and bxshop of the. diocess, aghinst heretids,
ipfidels and enemies of thmr relignon or. ths boly‘
Catholic faith. -

. Then the. subdewon, takmg lhe book of the
qplsﬂ/as and gospels, goes down to the'lowest step;
- and sings the apistle; which ended, he gobs up to the
priest, kisses his hand, leaves the book of the goapals-
o the little table, takes the. missaé or masebeok;
and caxties jt to the left comer. 'Then the priest goes
to the muidle,kneela do'wn,km dxe altar,nyah
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prayer, and goet to say the gospel, while the music
s singing a psalm, which they call Tractus gradualis.
The gospel ended, the priest goes again to the middle,
kneeéls -down, rises and kisses the table, and turns:
haif to:the altar, and half to the people, and . the
deacon, giving him the incense-box, he puts in three
spoonsfell of it, and blesses the incense: Theincen-
ser takes it frem the deacon, who taking the book of
the gospel, kneels-down before the. priest and asks his
blessing. The priest gives: the blessing; and the
denéon kisses his hand, and then he goes to the. left:
¢otner and sings the gospel, viz: ‘the left corner, as
to the people of the church, but as to the altar, it is -
e right. While the deacon sings the gospel, the
priest goes to the opposite corner and there stands
till the gospel is ended: Then the deacon: carrieth
‘t0 hin the book open, and the priest kissing it, goes
to the middie of the table, and kneeling, rising,
Kissing the table, the assistants doing ‘the same, he
twns his face to the people, openeth his arms, and
says again, The Lord be with you. Then he turns
again before the altar, and says, Lef us pray. The
mausic begins the offertory, when there is no creed td
be sung, for there is no créed. in #ll their festivals, - *
- While the musicians sing the offertory, the deacon
propares the chalics, that is, he puts the wine in it,
- and after him, the subdéacon pours in three drops of
water, and cleaning sieely the mouth of the cup, the
dsacon gives it to the priest, who takes it in his hauds,
and offering # to thie Bternal, sets it on the dleap
corporales, and covers it with a emall piece of fine
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holland ¢ then he'says a prdyer, and putting incense
in the incensary as befbte, kngels; and then rising,
jacences the table, as is said, which done, the sub-
deacon pours water on the priest’s fore-fingers, which
he washes and wipes with & clean towel, and after
_returns to the nuddle of the table, and after some
prayers, he begins'to sing the preface, which ended,
he says some other prayers. Before the consecration,
he joins his two-hands; and pts.them before his facs,
shruts his eyes, and examines his consoience for twa
or three minutes ;. then opening his eyes and arms,
#ays a prayer, and begins the consecration. At this
time every body is silent, to hear the words, and
when the priest comes to pronounce them, he says
with a loud voice, in Latin, Hoc. est enim corpys
meum. Then he leaves the consecrated Host on the
ara, kneels down, and gettmg up, takes again- the:
host with his two thumbs and two foremost ﬁngerg
and lifts it up as highas he can, that every. body may
see it, and leavmg it again on the same ara; kneels
down, and then rising up, takes.the chalice, and after,
he has consecrated. the wine, leaves it on the ara,
and making the same motlona and bows, he lifts jt
up as he did the host, and placing it on the ara,
covers it, and with the same -gestures, he says a
prayer in remembrance of all the samts, all pazents,
relations, friends, and of all the souls in purgptary,
but especially of that soul -for whom the sacrifice of
that mass is offered to- God by Jesus Christ himself.
Iay, by Jesus Chrut hmself,foragOhryaoatomand

’ Y
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Amb.* say, the priest, not only reprebemtirig- Christ,
but in the act of celebrating and consecrating is. the
very same’ Christ himself, Thus it is in the cate-
chism published by decree of the council of Ttent.t

‘Between this and. the -sumption, or the taking.of
the host, and drinking of the cup, the priest says
some prayers, and sings Our Father, in Latin,
kneeling down several times.—When he comes ta
the communion, he breaks the host by the miiddle,
leavesone part on the table, and breaks off the other
half, a little piece, and puts it into the eup ; thisdone,
hie eats the two half host, and drinks the wine ; and
for fear any small fragments should remain m the
cup, the deacon puts in more wine, and the priest
drinks it up, andgomgto the cormer. with the chalice,
the sub-deacon pours water upon the priest’s two
thumbs and foremost fingers, and:being well washed,
goes to the middle of the table, and drinks up the
water. Then the deacon. takes the cup and wipes
it, and puttmg on every thing, as when they came to
the altar, gives it to the snb-deawn, who leaves it
on the little table near the aktar. After this is done,
the pnest, kneeling and gettmg up, end tummg to

4 Hom. 2. in2d 'ﬁmoth and Hom de’ proud, Juds Amb. 1ib.
4. de sacram, C. 4. ‘

$Bed unus etiam, atque idem Sacerdos est Christas Dominus.
Nam Ministri' qui Sectifictum faciust, non suam sed - Christs
_personam aeoiptut, oum ejus Corpus et Sanguinem configiont;
id- quod et. ipsius Consecrationis Verbu ostenditur, Sacerdos
inquit: ~Hoc' est Corpus meum, personam udelicet Christi
Domini gerens, panis et-vini Subshmmn in uun jus Corpolis
ot Saugunis Substantiam cenvertit,’
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the paople and opening.his arms, says;, The Lord be
WAtA you, and two or more prayérs ; and last of all,
the gospel of St. John, with which he ends the mase,
so in the same order they went out.of the vestry,
they return into it ‘again, saying a prayer for the
souls in puygatory. After the pribst.: is.undrest, the
incenser.and acoliti kneel down before. him, and.dries
his right hand : Then they undress themselves, and
the priest goes to thd hnnnh&orytogwaﬂpd thnb
for all his benefits. .

. The same. eenemomes, motmm and gomes the
pnest makeoinapxivue mass, bist not:so. many in
amass foo the dead. 'Phey.have proper masses foi:
the holy trinity, for Christ, the Virgin: Mery, angels,
apostles, martyrs, confessots; virging, and for thedesid
the ornamerits for this last ave always. black. . This
is & true description’ of the.oeremaonies of the mess. 3
Now l¢t us give an acconnt.of the desns the priesie
uk&un of for the. prometing of tlmmmiﬁms md
inczsesing their profit. . - -

* The, custom, or rule for. publie: mw@hm
always sung, is this: the person that. goes to.thg
clerk and asks a mass to.be sung, carries at lepst 5i%
wax candles, which burn upon tl)a ’ Jalta;’s table,
" while the mass lasts, and a gOod offering for the
‘pmst and besides, that, must give, the charity, which

is & coown, and the sama for amass sung for. the.deads
butif a person bave.a mind to. ‘hawea mase sung, such
orsuch a day forever, lie must give, or settle’ dpon: the
chaptex or community, a pistole every year, and
these are called settlecl Whal}i there are of thesg
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wasses in every parish, church and comvent, more
than the priests and friars can say in a year; for
- ever since the comedy of the mass began to be acted
on the stage of the church, the bigots of it succes-
sively have settled masses every year; the priests .
and friars then cannot discharge their conscience,
while they keep the peo;ile ignorant of the truth of
‘the matter. ‘ -
- 'Thus they blind the people Suppose to be in a
convent one hundred friars and priests, and that in
that convent are two hundred private and public
‘masses settled every day, the charity of one hundred
is-a manifest fraud and robbery, for they receive it,
and cannot say the masses. And nevertheless, they
" ageept every diy new foundations and settlements
- of masses ; -for if the people ask the dean, or prior,
whether there is a vacancy for a mass, they will
fever answer no; and this ‘way they increase the
yearly rents eontmually
This is to be understood of the chapter or commu-
mty, and I must say, that the chapters, and parish
churches, are not so hard upon the people as the
convents of friars are, though they are not so rich as
the communities:  The reason is, because a parish
priest has during his life, his tithes and book money.
But a prior of a convent commands that community
only thrée years; therefore, while the office lasts,
they - endeavor to make money of every thing. I
knew several pridrs very rich after their priorship ;
 and bew did they get richés, but by blinding and
cheatmg the _people, emtmg money for mauos
.27
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which never were said, nor" mng, nor ever wilk
be? (

As to the private priests and friars, and their
cheating ways, there is so much to be said on them
that I cannot, in so small a book as this, give a full.
account of all; so I shall only tell the most usual
methods they have to heap up riches by gathenng
thousands of masses every year.

Observe first of all, that if a priest is.a pansh min-

ister, or vicar, he has every day of the year certain
families, for whose souls, or the souls of their anees-
tors, he is to celebrate and offer the sacrifice of the
. Imass, Andxfhelsafmr,hehasbntonemass
every week left to him, for six days he is obliged to
say mass for the community : So by this certain rule,
a parish minister cannot in conscience .receive .any
money for masses, when he knows-he cannot say
more masses than those pettled for every day in thev
year ; and by the samé rule, a friar cannot in
conscience receive more money than for fifty-two
masses every year, and consequently those that
receive more are deceivers of the ppor ignorant peo-
ple, robbers of their money, and commit sacrilege in
so doing.

And that they take more than they in Justlce can,

- shall appear in several instances. ,

First ; I never saw -either secular or regular pnesu
refuse the charity for a mass, when a christian soul
asked them to say it ; and I kmew hundreds of priests

" mighty officious in asking masses from all sorts of
‘people. L :
Secondly : In all families whatsoever, if any one
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is dangerously sick; there are continually friars and
priests waiting till the person dies, and troubling the
chief of the family with petitions for masses for the
soul of the deceased ; and if he is rich, the custom is,
to distribute among all the convents and - parishes
one theusand, or more masses to be said the day of
- burial: 'When the Marquis of St. Martin died, his
{ady distributed & hundred thousand masses, for
‘which she paid the very same day five thousand
pounds stetling, besides one thousand masses, which
she settled upon all the convents and parish churches,
to be said every year forever, which amounts to a
thousand pxstoles a year forever. "

“Thirdly: - The friars, most commonly, are nch,
and have nothmg of their own (as they say); some
are assisted by their parents; but these are very few,
They give two thirds of whatever they get to the
community ; and in some strict orders the friars
‘ought to give all to the convent ; nevertheless, they
are never without money in their pockets, for all
sorts of diversions ; and it is a general observation,
that a friar at cards is a resolute man; for as he does
‘not work to get money, or is sure of getting more if

he loose, he does not care to put all on'one card;
therefore gentlenien 'do not venture to play with
them, so they are obliged to play with one anothet.

1 saw several friars who had nothing in the world
but the allowance of their community, and ' the
charity of fifty-two masses a year, venture on the
card fifty plstoles another loose 200 pistoles in half
an hour’s time, and the next day have money
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enough t0 play. And this is a thing so well knewn,
that many of our officers that have been in spain,
can certify the truth of it, as eye-witnessea, .

~ Now, as to the method they have te pick up money
for-s0 many masses; they do not tell it but as I never
was boutid not todiscover it, and the discovery of it, I
hape, will be very useful to the Roman Catholics,
though disadvantageous to priests and friars, I think
myself obliged, in conscience, to reveal this never-
revealed secret, for it is for the public good, not only
of Pratestants, who by this shdll know thoroyghly
the cheats of the Romish priests, but of the Roman
‘Catholics too, who bestow their money for nothing
to 3 people that make use of it-to ruin their souls
and bodies.

The d;mgns this, thatthe friars are sudto have a
pnwlege from the pope (I never saw such a privi-
lege myself, though I did all my endeavors to search
. and find it out) of a centenaria missa, i. e. a brief,

where the pope grants them the prmlege of saying
one mass for a hundred; which privilege is diyulged
among priests and friars, who keep it a secret among
-themselves: so that as they say,one mass is equivalent
-tp a hundred masses. I did not question -when I
was in the communion, that the pope could do that -
and more, but I was suspicious of the truth of such
agrant. Now observe that by this brief, every friar,
having for himself fifty-two masses free every year,
-and one mass being as good as a hundred, he may
get the charity of 5200 masses, and the least charity
for every mass being two reals of plate; i. . ‘fourteen
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pence aof our money, he may get near 300 pounds a’
year.

- The secular pnests, by thxs brief: of centenaria
umsa, ‘have more masses than the private friars ; for
.though they have 365 settled masses to say in a year,
they have, and may get the charity of ninety-nine
masses every day, which comes to 3,006,135 masses
every year. In the convents that have 120 friars,
and some 400, the prior, having six masses every
week from each of his friars, by the same rule, the
prior may have millions of millions of masses.

Hear now, how they do amuse the credulous
people: If a gentleman, or gentlewoman, or any
other person goes to church, and desires one mass
to be said for such or such a soul, and to be Ppresent
at 1t, there is alwa.ys a friar ready, from six in the
morning, till one, to say mass. He takes the charity
for it, and he goes to say it, ‘which he says for that
soul, as I'say now: For till such time, as he gets
the charity of a hundred masses, which is above five
pounds sterling, he will not say his own mass, or the
mass for him. And s0 the Test of ‘the friars do, and
many priests too: "The person that has given the
charity, arid has heard the mass, goes home fully
satisfied that the mass has been' said for 'him, or to
his intention.

As to the communities: If somebody dieth, and
the executors of the testament go to a father pnor,
and beg of -him to say a thousand masses, he gives
them a Teceipt, ‘whereby the masses are said already ;
for he makes them believe that e has more masses
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said already by his friars to his own intention, and
that out of the number he applies 1000 for the soul
of the dead person ; so the executors upon his word. -
take the receipt of the masses, which they want to
show to the Vicar General, who is to visit the testa-
ment, and see every spmtual thing ordered in’ rt,
accomplished accordingly.

This custom of asking money for masses is not
bnly among the friars, but among the beatas, nyns,
anc whores too, for a deata, with an affected air of
sanctity goes up and down to visit the sick, and asks

_beforehand many masses from the heads of famihes,
alleging that by her prayers and so many masses,
the sick may be recovered and restoréd to his former
health; but these, if they get money for masses, they
give it to their spiritual confessors, who say them as
the beata ordereth. ‘And according to their custom
and belief, there is ho harm at all in so doing. The
evil is in the nuns, who get every where. abundance
of masses, on pretence they have priests and friars
of their relations, who want thé charity of masses.
And what do they with the money? Every nun
having a Devoto, or gallant to serve her, desireth him
to say so many masses for her, and to give her a
receipt; he promises to do it, but he neyer doth. say
the masses, though he glveth a receipt : so the nun
keeps the money, the friar is paid by ‘her in . an
unlawful way, the people are cheated, and the souls
in purgatory (if there was such a place) shall remain.
there forever, for want of rehef :

But the worst of all is, that a public, scandalous
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woman will gather together a number of masses, on
pretence that she has a cousin in such a convent, who
wants masses, i..e. the charity for them. And what
use do they make of them >—This is an abomination
to the Lord. ' They have many friars who visit them
unlawfully, and pay for it in masses; so the woman
keeps the money in payment of her own and their

sins, gets a.receipt from the friars, and these never
sgy the masses; for how can we believe that such
men c¢an .offer the holy sacrifice (as they call the
mass) for such a use? And if they do it; which is,
in all human prabability, impossible, who would not
be surprised at’ thm proceedmgs? Every body
indeed. -

- There is another custom in the church of Rome,
vrhlch brings & great deal of prafit to the priests and
friars, viz. the great masses of brotherhoods, or fra-
ternities. In every parish church, and especially in
every convent of friars and nuyns, there is a number
of these fraternities, i. e. corporations of tradesmen ;
and every.corporation has a saint for their advocate
or- patron, viz. the corporation of shoe-makers has
for an -advocate St. Chrispin .and Chrispinia: the
Butchers St. Bartholomew, &c. and so of the rest.
‘There is a prior of the corporation, who: celebrates
the: day of their advocate with a solemn mass, musie,
candles, and. after all, an- entertainment for the
members of the fraternity, and all the friars of the
community. To this the corporation gives eight
dozen of white wax candles to Hlluminate the altar
of their patron, when the solemn mass s sung, and
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whatever remains of the candles goes to thie convent.
“The prior payeth to the community twenty crowns
for the solemn mass, and ten trowns to the musicians.
The day following the corporation gives three dozen
yellow candles, and celebrates an anniversary, and
have many masses sung for the relief of their
brethren’s souls in purgatory; for every mass they
pay a crown. - And besides all these, the corporation
has a mass settled every Friday, which is to be sung
for the relief of the brethren’s souls, for which and
candles, thé convent receiveth six crowns every
Priday. There is not one church nor convent with-
ant two or thres of these corporations every week:
for there are saints enough in the church for it, and
by these advocates of the friars, rather than of the
members-of the corporation, every bedy. may form
a right judgment of the riches the priests and fnan
get by these means. -

. One thmgleanmtpmby,thoughnhasno
relation with the main subjeet of the mass; and this
is, that sfter the solemn mass is finished, the prior of
the corporation, with his brethren, and the prior of
the convent; with: his friars, go all together to the
refectory or common hall, to dinwer, there they make
rare demonstrations ofjoy, in honor of the advocste
of that corporation. The prior-of the convent makes
@ shoré speech before dinner, recommendifig to them
to eat and drink heartily, for after they have paid alf
the honor and reverence. to their advocate that: is
due, they ought to eat, and drink, and be merry; #0
they #ink till they are-happy, though nok drank.
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I heard a plaasant story, reported ax town, froma
fuithful person, who assured ‘mie he saW,Hnlelf,a
friar come out of the refectory, at eight at night; and
a8 he came out of the convent’s gate, the: modn
lhmmg that night,.and the shadow of the’ honse
‘being in the ‘middle of the: street, the merwy friar
thinking that the light of the moon, in the other half
part of thestreet, was watsr, he took off his-shoes
and stpokings, and so- walked till he -nedched: the
shadosw ; and being asked by my friend thd meaning
of! such ‘ extravagant folly, the friar cried: out, a wei-
racle, a miraclé! 'The gentleman thought that -the
friar was mad : but he cried the more, & miracle!
a mivacle |—Where $3 the miracle? (ﬁm people
that came. to' the windows asked hitn ;) I eame thés
wiinule through this river, (said he) and I did not
we? the soles of my feet; and then he desired the
neighbors to come and be witnesses of the miracle.
¥ such 2 eondition the honor of the advocate of that
day did pat the réverend friars; and this and the
Hke effects such festivals' oeeasxon, both in the'mem-
Bers of ‘the convents and’ corporation. Tt

Now!eometpthemeansandpm;omm
friars make use of for the extotling. and praising this
inestimable sacrifice of- the mass, and the great igno-
tanice of the people in believing them. First of ad,
as the people know thé debaucheries and lewd 'livesp
of many friars and priests, ‘sometimes they are loath
to desire & sinful ftiarto say 'mass for them, thinking
that his’ mass’ cannot be so acceptable to God 'Al-
nﬂglh'y as that whieh is said. by: » pnest of gbod

28 O
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morals:. 5o far the people are illuminated by neture ;
but to this, priests and friars make them believe, that
‘though a priest be the greatest sinner in the woxld,

the sacrifice is of the same efficacy with' Ged, sinoe
it is the sacrifice made by Christ on the Cross for. all
sinners;' and that it was so declared by the prope,
and the council of Trent.

Put it tpgether with whet the samse: eeunﬂ
declares, that .the pneot doth not only represent
Christ when he offereth the sacrifice, but that, he is
the very person of Christ at that time, and that
therefore David calls them Christs by. these- wonds :
Nolite tan_ere Christos meos, O-execrable. thing !

- I the priest is the very Christ in the celebration of
mass, how can he at the same'time be a sinper? It
being eertain that Christ knew no sin : andf that
Christ Priest, offering the .sacrifica, is in any actual
moraism, how can the sacrifice of the ma&s,whnch
is. (a2 to them) the sume sacrifice Christ did offer to
his eternal Father on the cross, be efficacious to the
expiation of the sins of all people? For, in the
first place, that sacrifice offered by, a Priest-Christ, in
an actual mortal sin, cannot be an expiation of the
sin by which the priest is spiritually. dead. - Secondly,
if the Christ-Priest is spiritually dead by that' mortal
sin, how can such a priest offer a lively spiritual
gsacrifice 2—We must conclude then, that the priests,
by such blasphemous expressions, not only deceive
the people, but rob.them of their money, and commit
a high crime, but that the sacrifice he offers is rpa.lly
of no effect or efficady,to the relief of the souls ip
the pretended purgatory. -
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. From'what has been ‘said, it appears that the
pueats and friazs make use of whatever means they
can to cheat the people, t0 gratify their passions, and
increase their treagure. For what .cheat, fraud, and
roguery, can be greater than. 'this of the centenaria
missa. with which they suck up the money .of poor
and rich, witheut performing what they promise ?
. & the peope’s privilege for that Aundred mass was
weally true, natural reason shows, it was agdinst the_
public. good, and therefore ought not to be made use
of :. for by it, friars and ‘priests will- never quench
their thirst of memey and ambition, till they draw to
them the riches of Christendom, and by these means,
they will wrong the supposed souls in purgatory,
and ruin their own too. Decency in the sacerdotal
orpaments is agreeable to. God our Lard, but vanity:
and profaneness is.an abomination -before him. Of.
what use; can all the riches of -their churches -and-

orpaments be 2. To imake the. sacrifice, of thqmaa
more efficacious, it cannot be. for ; the efficacy of it.

proceeds from Christ , himself, who ‘made use, of
different. omaments than those the priests make yse
of. Nor isit to satlsfy thelr qown ambition, for they
could get more by saying them ; it is only to make.
Mistress Mass the more adlmred, and.gain the wholel
people to be her followers and courtjers., . - .

Othre & = =~ vopld considey the welght
of the. tions, and if they will ngt
behevg are mine, I heartily beg .
of ther is. and serious, reflections -

upon t} e the designs of the priests -
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and fxinrs, to mind their lives and conversations ; to
ohserve their warks : tocast up aecounts every year,
and soe how .immich of their sabstance goes to the
_olergyr. and chutch for masdes. Sure I am, they will
find out: the ill and ambitiotts designs of their spiritos
al guides. They will: experience their lives not at
all (saost comménly,) answerable to theiy charaetery,
and sacerdotal fanctiobs ; and more, their own sub-
swincesiand estates diminished every year. Many
of thaéir. fanilies corrupted by the wantonness, theit
understandings blinded by the eraft, their souls in
the way to ‘hell; by thé wicked dootrines, and theit
bodmuudmmﬂumghyduneedlwﬁnpmnonso!
prisse and friars

i+ They will find also, that the pomyp and brightnesé
of a solbwn mads, is ohly vanity to amuse the eyes;
ahd a ¢heat to rob: the purse. That the centénaria
shisea mever known @ them béfote, i8 4 triek and
inventioh of priésts-snd friars, tb delude and Adeeivé
thet, aird by that means impoverish and ‘weakeh
them, 4nd make themselves masters of all.

They will come at last to consider and beliove,
that the Rondan Catholic congtegativns, ruled and
goverhed by priests and friars, do sih against the
Lovd, i. o, the spiritual heads 46 commit abomina-
tion before the Lord, and that they cannot prosper’
hete, itor hersafter, if they do not leave off their
wicked wayy. < Pray tead the fifth ‘chapter, thé
saventeenth vebse, 211l the foltowirig, of Judith, ahd
you shal find the cade and the tivith of My last pro-
peaitioni. - Wkide (says he) thesé people siined ot



'

POPISH CRURCRE. 91

Ufotre theit God, they prospéved, becuuse the God
that ‘Aateth iniywity was with -them. ' But when
they depurted from the way. that ke appointed
 them, they were -destroyed. . 'This was spoken of
the Jews, but we #nay understand it of all' nations,
and eapecially of the -Romans; who are very much
of ‘a.piece with the Jews of old, or no better. We:
see the pridsts’ departed from the way that he
appointed them... Whatcan they expect but destrue-
tiom, if théy do mot leave off ‘their wickedness, and
turn umio the  Liord? And the wonst is, that the
innccent lnity will suffer with them, for God
punislres, is ‘we 8ee in the old Testament, 4 whole
uation for' Wie dins of tHeir ulers. And itis to be”
fewvéd the sine will happen to the Roman church,
for the sis of their priests.’ May 6oa enhghten
them.—Amen

ART!GLEII S
thhepnbilegedultar

A prmleged altar is the a]tar to which (or to some‘
image on 1t) the. pope has granted a privilege of
such a natire, that whosoever says before it, or .

béfore the image. ~~ ~-=- -ate:- nosters, &cu and
80 many uy 8 paitri, &c obtains
remission o 1 soul out of purga;
tory. Orv sstobesaldonthe
ara of such the image, has the
privilegt (a ) out of purgatary

that soul fo1 the mass is offered.
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. The Clandinals, Patriarchs, Primates, Arehbishops
and Bishaps,.caxn grast to:any iinage forty days of
full and free indulgence, and fifteen Quamntmm o!'
pardon, for those that visit the said inrage, and say.
such a prayer before.it as they have appointed at
the granting of suchgraces.: *. 8o not only the images’
of the altars in the church, but several images in the
corners of the streets, and on the highway, have
those. graces .granted to them by the bishop.of the
diocess : . nay, the beads, or rosary of the Virgin
Mary, of some consideralile persons, have the same
grants. - :And what is yet more surprising, the picture
. of St. Anthony’s pig, which is placed at.the saint’s
feet, has the granting of fifteen quarantains of pardon
of sins for those that visit and pray. before hin.
What the people do on St. Martin’s day, I sha.lhtell
in anether chapter. ‘
I will no¢ dispute now, whether the' popes and
bishops have authority to gxant, snch privileges ; but -
I only say, that I do not believe such a dream : for
the pope has usurped the supremacy and infallibility,
and his ambition being so great, he never. will
dispossess himself of a thing by which he makes
himself more ‘supreme, infallible, and rich ; by keep-
ing all those graces in his own hands, he would
oblige all the bigots to seek after him. and: ‘pay him .
for them, and have him in' more veneratwn ;han”
otherwise he would be in. _
These privileges are a great. furtherance to carry. _'
on the ecclesiastical interests, and to bring the people
to offer their prayers. .and money, and to be bl;nded -
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and deceived by those papal inventiops.  But
because I have already treated of: these prmleges, I
proceed to the third article.

.

' ARTICLE III
.of Tmnmbstantzatwn, or the Euchamt

I shall say nothmg touching the scholastic opinions
of the Romish church, about the sacrament of .the
Eucharist; or the real presence of Jesus Christ in it ;
for these mwell known by our learned and well
instructed laity : so-I will confine myself wholly to
theu [practices in the administration of this sacrament,
andthewvrslnppmdtoitbythe priests and laity 3
and what strange notions the .preachers put’ in the
peo