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. :i/am~tel Rhodes, Efq; 
OP 

Hig!Jgate in Middlefex. 

SIR, 

T HE deGgn of this CollctHon 
being to emancipate the minds. 

of.men, and to free them from thofe 
chains in which they. have been long held 
to the great difgrace both of reafon and 
ch!jftianity, I beg leave to dedicate the 
firft volume to you : and I do it with 
great alacrity and pleafure; as I am tho­
roushly perfuadcd that every attempt to 
ferve· the glorious caufc of liberty and . 
truth, will .be acceptable to a man of your 
generous and cxceUent fpirit. 

In countries enfiaved, all truth is ~igo,; 
. . roufiy fuppreffed, all the avenues to re­

ligious knowledge and free enquiry are 
A 2 care-
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carefully blocked _up ; and it is pmal, 
fqmetimes capital, to gainfay and opp6fe 
ldtat power hath deoreed and efta~iihed. 
A few ages ago, our own country was 
jn the fame doleful · condition ; when no- -I 

thing could be publilhed but what fup- 1 
·ported fupedfition and tyranny, when die 
Priefts had the direcrion of the prefs, 
and retlrained it to their own vile pur­
p()fes; to keep the people in ignora~ce 
and bondage. But, thanks to Heaven ! 
our _ lot is fallen in happier tiines : iad 
the only . way to preferve our liberty, it 
to _affert ic_; and to oppofe all fuch prin­
c:iples and · praCtices as fre inconfiftent 

. with i~, or which threaten arid endanger 
the lofS of it. 

The worth of liberty is ineftimable; 
it comprehetuls all human . felicity : arid 
it js impoffible for any man · to: love God 
or his country' who does not ftudy to. pro-

_ mC)t~ the principles ofliberty, and to ferve 
its caufe. . Where liberty is gone, all is 
$00~ that is precioua and tlear to men t 

· For 
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_·Foe ;this reai>n, it may be juftly expect~ 
.·.rlla.t.aU who ar~ friends to 'mankind, will 
·<:~er Qppofe prieftcraft and· fpiritual' ri­
ranny, as thefe have been ever found ·the 
greatefr foes to truth and the happinefs 
of men. In the profefrors o£ chrid:ianity 
-this is a moft indifpenfible duty, both 
from a regard to men's temporal good, . 
and· from that concern which they ought 
to have for the honour and purity of 
their .religion. It is certain that nothing 
has been a greater hindrance to the re­
ception of this religion among men, n9-
thi~g has more obftructed its progrefs 
in the world, than the abfurd and felfifh 
·doetrines~ the fuperftitious and foolifh 
pr.lftices, which have been blended with 
it ~nd fathered upon it. To free it from 

· thefe, would be the means of recommend-
. . ' 

ing it-to all men : and i~ M; very probable, 
.~hat when once it is feparated from all he­

- te~ogeneou~ and fortign mixtures, its di-
-vinity w.ill be acknowledged, and all mta 
; ~ill readily e r.br;;.ce ir. . . . 

·., 
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, When chriftianity firft app~cl, it WM 
.a light to the world> it comforted ·and 

··. a)a4c glad the heart of man : but dle 
corruptions. inventions, and additions Of 

~after-ages,. rendered it a difgrace to hq· 
man reafon, a burden and c;urfe to human 
kind. For many centuries it was buried 
un<kr fuch a maf$. of foperltition, that it 

:could not be diilingui1bed from. the worft • 
. fort of Paganifm itfdf. In CbriflendOfP f-}1 
.·was. darknc~ horror, a,nd chains. _ Here 
. is an everlafting reafon for oppofmg all 
(Priefts,. and an unanfwerable argument 
. againft all their claims of power and ait­
. thority~ For, .from the power and pride 
'Of pr:efts it wae, that all thefe terrible evil!t 
arofe. Not content with being paftors 
and minifters according to the primitive 
inftitution, they fet up for Lords and 
·Rulers: And when they were become 
-mafters of all things, and wielded both 
the fpiritual and civil fword, it was death 
.and damnation to refift them. 

. • ' 

Does it not highly concern all chriftians, 
'to know and confider thefe things ? -If 

men 
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!"lllen hadreJ~eKifed their reafon, or nnder­
ftood rlreir.juft rights, their tbrl}llalf.liblr;­

~ ty ; could . they poffibly ha-vct been th~ 
, blindc:d and .enflaved ? And is not ·this 

ample warning to all Proteil:ant Statet, 
- that have in fome meafure recovered·thcir 

liberty, to ·guard againft all prieitly en­
:· croachments, to break ewry remaining 
'y.oke ~· ·and t~ encourage a lpicrit 'Of free 
·~nquiri in th~ir people, as what alone can 
preferve and perpetuate their liberty ? Jf 
neither the bitter experience of paft ages, 

: no~ the dreac,iful condition of Popilb 
· co~nt~ies at· this day, can open our eyes, 
and teach us wifdom ; we muft be the 
.blindeft, the moft intenfible, the moft ftu-

. pid and infat~ated of aU people. 

~ · · Of late years religious knowledge hath 
~- greatly encreafed in this nation, and the 
· .. 11atur.e and defign of chriftianity are no~ 

better undcrftood than ever : but of what 
avail are ~11 our improvements in know­

· ~kdge, if we muft fttil be n.aves tQ the laws 
.. I • and 
n > + 
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and cuftoms, the doarines and· praaitts 
of dark and barbarous ages 1 How eao 
we blame Papifts for following '.tradili"•., 
tho' contrary to the light both of reafon 
• 
and revelation, when we ourfelves are the 
moft proftrate worlhippers of cuftom, and 

reverence e~ror fo! antiquity's fake ? .Bet­
~er be ill. igporaace, t-han thua hol4 rbc 
Trqtq in unrigh~~fuefs, ·to ft~ in ow 
fac;-es ~d COl\~emn u,s ! 

Who.ever compares the fcriprures with 
"ille articles and canons of our natiorrd 
=ch\:lrd'J, ·Will fee ·how tittle ·we have ~ 
· chrlffian · truth and liberty, and what re­

. main~ there ftill are of popijh corruption 
and tyranny. Can any man reconcile the 
right of priva11: judgment, and ta~ .apo­
ftolical injuna;ion to pr(J'Vt all things, .with 
the twentieth article of the .church; by 
which the Priefts claim a power over all 
human underftanding, and by . denying 
us a right to think for ourfelves, treat us 

as brute beafts? · · 

Let 
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.. Let ~~~ua, if they c-.¥.. the 
t1fe. of rctafoa. .aa4 tt,eir 4anJni,JJ&.~ 
agree.- and_ die coafUl:en~y:of arGns}O 
churches,- or · thic ic is left 1bockiag (or 
men to damn. chc:ir neighbours in the . 
wer1hip of God, dun in an alc .. houfe ~ 
.a .zin~ tbop! . · 

.- It can never be a juft def'ence of tbefe 
tllings, to tell us, that they are tjlll!Jiij/1111 IJ] 
faw. Human authority il not the~­
qard·o(Trath; nor is it in ·thc_pow~rof 

aay ;men .to make that-wlUch iJ _W.t"OQg. to 
be right. A law compdling_ us , _t~: ctat 

. ·W.hat we do not relHh, o,r cannot ·diseft, 
-would be lefs. unnatural than. a law c~­
mancling us CJD bdicvc.what we .do DOt · 
11tlderftand, or judge to be fal(e. ·, lfollr 

11 . ·laws are.- ineonfiib:nt ~ith reafon. aJid 
y truth and public goOd, have: we not , a 
U · _. right to aboli1h thc.:m ~ I:f not ; what a 

·t 

ridiculous and contemptible, "bat_ a bafe 
. .and unworthy nation are ·we; to boaft of 
~0\\'ledie and freedom ? . ' . . . . 
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- : at, F mtmioft • tftfte tlting~ roil f 
· yat:Jt atrta&itm; but fbtiy~ editicadon ~ ~ 
: so :m~ and: ~rtity rh· ~h m t~~· : 
. dpfOuuun fOU' nave Jt ~ ImKlt" to 

· lji4Jli}JtJ f'allhood and fo11y. In matters J 
• of Religion, neither the great vulgar, r 
I 

nor the fmal1, have any concern what 1 
· they profefs or a~. Where honours, 
· wta.lth, and preferments are annexed to 

any opilriontt the · great 1rin ever P,ofcfs 
and mtifttaia ·them, how falk and wicked ; !!, 

' r~ ~; bt f\thilft ttuth$ that are at-
: ·tended ·with nJjJK)lch aMl ~rty, or 
, any degnte ef.pe~cUd<M, will have few 
.frien'da, few ad11ocates and followeia in til is 

. world •. But \f there be a God, me love 
· of truth is a mre title ~ ·his favour : alld 
: hereafter They 1hall 'fhine . with dilnn­
. guitbed· honour, that :here ftood up ·fbr 

Truth and Liberty in a dtgenerate age; 
· and by their example, influence, and all 
their abilities, ftudied to promote their 
intereft among~ men. · Who would de­

fert 
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~ (o glorious a cauk, with fuca rewarda 
profp¢k l That fOU ~11 nc;ver dcfcrt 
I have the grea.teft reafon to beJiev~ ~ 
l a'htrefor.e I thus publidy dedarc 
felf to be., with great efteem and 
:&i&.D, .. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

T HE death of the Reverend Mr.· 
Baron, the Editor of the fol ... 

lowing valuable · Trads, has not only 
given his friends much concern, but 

. has likewife difappointed them in their 
expetlation of a fpirited addrefs by 
way of preface. 

Mr. Baron•s charaCter was one of 
the m·oft artlefs and undifguifed that 
ever appe_a~ed ·in the world. 

He\vas a man of real and great 
learning-of fixed and fteady integrity 
-and a tender and fympatbizing heart. 

~e· firmly believed ~n Revelation,· 
and for this very reafon was infinitely 
more concerned to promote the caufe 
of TRUTH and VIRTUE in the world, 

· than to procure any emolummts or ad ... 
v4ntages to hin1fel£ · 

VoL, I. . [ A ) No 



ADVERTISEMEN-T. 
'No man was C\'er more ·zealous in 

·the cau.te of rivil tjTJJ·rtligHal Li~ 
:than Mr. Baron. · · · 

· .The whOle bent of his fuldies led 
him this way..;_ well did he undcrftand 
the c.Ufe iri its utinoft'exterit--Winn· 
ly was· be anima~d wbenctier it was 
the fubjetl: of debate, aad ~ealouiy 
indignant was he, ~heq he thought it 
attack•d, or in dapger of fub~rfioa. 

Could be haVe reftraiDCd the oatur.al 
• i~pet.uofity of. ~i~ te~per, ·~o 1nan 
. would have had more friends or better 
··deferved them.-With many virtues 
·and a .few faults-which only wanfed 
the elevation of anhigher·ftation and a 
better fate to have a1fumed the form ' . .. _. . 

of vir~ucs~Mr ~ Baroo.pall tli~,,gr~'ltdl 
part of his life in ~urio~~ .cic~.-­

.1lanccs--whiclul~itbcr .abated t~ ·gt­
nerous ardour., or oveream.e thcJJ~d-

ablc 

1 



~J)VER TISE-MENT. 
al>leindependeQcy of his fpirit. Thefe 
arc virtues, which, when ~xerted 
in a low_ fphere, feldom .· bring their 
_reward to the po1I'e1for; yet thefe, with 
tbeir bleff'ed eff'eds, are all this good 
man left behind him for the confola­
tion and fupport of a widow and three 
children., 

Yirtus laudatur eta/get •. 

Mr.· Baron to the laft mom~t of his 
:life retain' d a t~uly grateful fcn(e of his 
~bligations to his friends.-J uft before 
.he; expired,_ (his gratitude ftruggling 

:: with nature for expreffioo) 'Ihanll, 
1 #_~4, faid he, my friends fir all, they 
havt,mul 11/l that they are doingfor me. 

The public may depend on it that 
''WhateVer profits m•y arife fro in the 
foltowing·work, they 1ball be aU faith­
~Jiy: applied to the benefit of Mr. 

-Baron·, family. 
~I 
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DIS C 0 U R s·E 

ON 

I S A I A H lxvt 7, 8. 

Preached ,upon the 1oth of Junt, being the_ 
Birth-day of the Pretender, many yea1:s 

· 1incc. · 

Firft printed in the' year 17 r 5· 

- ' 

·. 

.... 



I 

11...-: 



I S A f A H lxvi. 7, 8'. 

· Bifwt /ht trllfJ•ilttl ./ht IJrfJJight fwth; Jtfwl 
hw ptzi11 tflmt,_ }!Jt was itliflwtd if t1 · maa 
child. · 

IP/J, bath 'btt11'tlfwh a thing, Wbfl hfllh ji111 
fiuh th/11g1 1 SINIJ/ tiN 1arrb h rru~il t• 
~,;,g fwth ;, MU itz],. '' /ball • nation b1 ' J,.,,, tl'l mur 1 

T H E works. of natare, wbith we 
eYcty day CO!Jtemplate, lie withia 
~ compafs of our reafon, and if 
we C&1UlOt fee ioto.their mft caufes. 

yet \\'C can trace them in their powers and 
.abas, fo u te bo able to give fome cafe 
aad fatiafaffioo to our na'loral defire after 
knowledge. Our obfervations on material ob .. 
.)cas beiq frequently repeated, agd our fenfct 
siviJl! ceratin C'Vidence of thtir truth, lead us 
into a competent 1kill to judge of the. rife~~o · 
progr.ef1, aed decay of many fubllaoces, or 
Batura! bciop. Various. are the infiances o£ 
tbis kind, ia which. we may fafcly fay, that w~ 
canoo.t bo th(liwJ, or that we mufi firft for­
f~is both oor f4;nfes, and our reafon, before 
we caa (uffcr any delufion to pafs upon us 
io. chefe CQ.IXUDOD occurrences. There are io-

B ~ de,ed 
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deed fome troths which are equally certaia 
with thefe more obvious ones. and in thefe one 
mao· may be more capable of being impofed 
upon than another, from th~ unequal degrees 
9f knowledge, or the indifferent exercifes and . 
attainments of their rational faculties; but 
1lia there are t()mmtm uzfls in which. every 
mao above the clafs of an ideot is an equal . 
judge, and wherein the clown and the philo· 
fopher are upon the fame level. 

If a man cannot tell what degrees of motion. 
lindle a flame, yet he can certainly know 
ltll welt as the beft nator'alitl• that one flame 
will . ki~dle ,.n_the,.; 'if he cannot tell how 
the food fupplies the body with additional 
parts for its prefervation and increafe, ~t he 
can percdve it is nourilbed and incteafed by 
the food that· is conveyed into the velfcls• 

· ln thefe operations of nature; which are the 
objeC\s t>f our daily experience, we may lay it 
down as a maxim, that it is impoffible to be 
decei'ved~ And yt:t there is a church, and a 
mighty one too, which in direct contradiction 
to the evidence of fenfe, the natural refults 
(If reafon, would, and docs i~pofe the grolfeft 

' cheats·imagioable upon its members, under the 
Dotion that thdr f.·rfis are deceived in the 
moO: obvious and plain experiments in life· 
With them it is no difficulty, for a bqi1 to be 

• 

l 
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in ten thoufand places at one time, for the 
fubflance which you fa, fie.', fme/1, and t'!f/r. 
to be a di1Ferent fubfiance to what all thefe 
fenCes reprefeot it ·to be; or, in the infiance 
of my text, for a w~man to b ·· ing fo·tb, lufort 

foe trav~i!s, and be dtlivcrtd of a man child, 
~efo t btr P_ain ctJmts. 

And now if we Chould add with the pro­
phet. u:h' h.1s htard fuch a thins, who has filii 

• fuch thints P Their anfwer is ready, the ~btmh 
out of ~ts holy treafory of legends furniChcs 
us with a thoufand inllaoces equally improba­
ble, equally contradU~ory to the received no· 
tions, and certain e;perience of all m:mkind • 

. There are not only tbofe who have heard of 
thefe natural impoffibilities, but tbofe who have, 
fun them, and win witnefs to their truth ; 
they have otular dtmonjlratlrs againll commo" 
(enfe, and htarfoJ evidences jnnumernble for 
the proof of facts which never have bmr. 
The tartb jl;a!J In madt t1 bring forth in '"~ 
~a1, and iz natim }hall ht madt at enu ; th.lt 
is, the ordinary methods of a beginning frou\ 
fome certain principle, and a gradual encreafe 
by regular and natural mea~ thall be fopera 
feded, arid that which requires time, p:lins, 

· • and indufiry for its growth, be formed aoJ 
perf¢8ed at .one ioflant, or in fo fuort a fpace 
as to be equally the objea of wonder, as rf 

·B 3 i1 
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lt had been produced and finilhed at once. 
Such a cafe as this, in which ljt~iab appeals 
to the teilimony of the world, if ever they 
.had htarll of, or ftm fucb a thing, is a llight 
JDd common matter with the cburch if RI1M~ 
whofe forge of miracles is always at work, 
and fo many con£lant artificers employed in 
Jhat- pions drudgery, that though it has pro• 
duced wonder after wonder for tbefe many 
a CCiltury, it flill labours on, and with very 
Jittle pains, and a competent tlock of alfu· 
raacct 1lill brings forth more.and more, fo that 
they are now become like the multitude men· 

tioned in the RnJtilllio•s, wbi&b ., """' t~Mill 
11um!Jtr. · .But that ye, brethren. may'be warn· 
tP. from falling into the .errors and fupertH­
.tioDS of tfqft u.h' loJ in Ullll't to lituivt )'/Jilt 

aod rhat you may .fty from the foarc, which is 
ji:t fvr the weak .and ignorant; · I Jhall takci 
.occafiOQ from tlle word,s 1 have named to yom, 
to ilew you ,in particular., 

Firjl, The JDODtlrous abfurdity of that 
~h.Mrch in its perpetual forgery « oew mi• 
r.fiiU'_, .aod how much it derogates from the 
honour and truth of &hrifti4nity • 

.And in the fecend place, I will plaiafy teU 
)'ou .tbe eo.d and deugD of their prctcoJions to 
f/iliTiltlls. · 

And 

'j 

I 
I 
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tmll o~~:Roooxv· .fbalctw; .,. 

And in the Jaft place, make a particular ap ... 
'J:Ilication of the word• of my ti'Jt~ to· th• 
occafion of the prcfel1t time. 

Firft then; It is abfurd io the· church of 
ltomt for to pretend to the exercife of a mi­
r-aculous power in that filly and ridiculous man­
ner it doeS", and brings a very great dtfc:redit 
upon miracles themfelves, and fo refteCls ti' 

dilhonour upon Chrifl and his followers, who· 
never had recourfe to that method ·of coovialoa,. 
but upon proper and extnaordloary occafions. 
The mincles whfch were worlcCd by our bJef ... 
fed .fo'uiwr, were in tefiimooy of hls m:tfi.tt,. 
~at he camt from God for thofe purpoles which• 
lie ihrorme4· his Hearers he did~ and there­
fore he very often fOr the troth of his mif· 
(lOll and do~rlms _appeals to his miradts 1 

•s when he f-ays, if they u••ultl n1t 6tlil'fJt him, 
thty jhtu/d lrtlitut hit w,rh. In 1he fame· 
DetHler the ~ftofiks have recourfe to the lbighty 
works 'Which they wrought for the confir· 
mation of the doflrint wbith they received 
froM their mafiler, and propagated in his name. 
And cer_tain it is, that whoever offers any 
thing to the belief of another. pretending that 
he comes from God, muft have Come evident 
. proof of his divine mit!ioo : fioce no man il 
obliged to btlleve him meetly upon his owa 

B + tetlimony. 
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tefiimony. For this would make way for a 
perpetilal feries of delufion, if every pretender 
to divine infpiratioo was to be believed with:­
out proof. Now the proof is the extraordi­
nary affifiance God aff'ords to the perfon who 
really comes in _.his name, . and this affifiance 
appears either in the fpirit of prophecy, or' 
the power of miracks; both which, but efpe­
cially the latter, were vilible. in the apo!lle's, 
Jnd were an evident confirmation of Lhe dq.:-: 
lri."'fS which they. taught. 

Now there c:tn be n() occafion for new·· 
.miracles, unlefs there _be new de!lrines ; and 
llere indeed the church of Rc1111 feem to have 
made the firfi oecdT'ary, by their plentiful in. 
trodutHon of the Lltter. ~ut have they reatry 
any of thefe which may be depended opoo l 
Have they fupported their additional articles 
of faith with confirmatory works beyond the 
power of oatur;il agents i Here they glory, 
here they triomph. Their fiock of miracles 
is inexhaufiible, for there is not a rtl'f111 

of tbcirs which has not wrought mighty 
wonders, not a eeun:ry faint (for they make 
a difference) but that the turatt of the place 
lhall : tell you more miracles of his perform­
-ing, than you can read in all the IJtls of the 
opojllts. As if chril\ianity wanted more evi. 
dences noW a days, and that in a chrilli~B 

country, 



rma· ORTHODOXY }htrlct1'tf 9 
lE:ountry, than when it was to _firuggle in irs 
infancy agaioft- the cmming <>f the Grrtk, me 
•h.Jfi11ac)of the Jtw, and all the pcrverfenefs of 
a {educed, unenlightened world. But it is not 
only their /ivins foirrts that do mighty things; 
'here retides 'll power even in their alhcs, in the 
minntefl: trifles that the gfltJd mm wore, to pM"­
fbrm the fame; nay a hair of many of 4lw:lll 

has worked as powerfully at a hundred miles 
difiance after their deceafe, as if they thcmfdves 
had been prefent, ~nd upon the fpot. As the 
hflnts of Scandtrbtg were to inltueace his followers 
to ~nquer their worldly enemi~s, fo thofe 
of their foin•s by an equal virtue are pioufly 
~queatllc;d to fubdue fat a,., and the poweN of 
darknefs. Here indeed I am upon 'a fad fub­
jclf <>f li~ and .fi8ions, but fuch a one :as 
dcferves to he difplayed in its proper colo~ar.r. 
How fhamcfully ridicul01u are e\·en their own 
accounts of their miracles? Was it a worthy 
piece of the angelical minlllration, f~r angdi 
to go ~rotting oTer fea and· land' with ~ 1oact 
of timber and' fioaes of the Yirgi11 M""Y•i 
~:;ufi, till ~t length they fi!t it down at f.-,_ 
rrtlD, that it might be honoured wilh. greater 
d'evolion ? Tliis fiory feems tne more filly,. 
llecaufc if i.t bad flood' in the Came place wher~ 
it was built, tl'ieir rdigim gives them a WAlr• • 

not to have v.i!ited .1t at any difiance, anll 
the mtrit cf the pilgrim{lg4 would h.ave weit 
. as ~o~ 
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reeompenccd the tedioufncfs of the i·~~· 
Js it not a goodly llory to tell of a faint that 
walked a vall way afrcr his head was cot oft; 
with it in his arms, refiia~ in foce place. 
to draw breath l And yet any one woold paft 
for an ;,fiitl tbat iboul4 doubt ci thia at St. 
D1~nis's charcll. The miracles of the dlti-­
fliall fait&, were grave aDd folmn afti<Ntt; · 
but what fceaical ridicalous ftories, not to fa7 
blafphemoos one~, make up the miracles of 
their faints ! Agaia, the micacles of Clw!/1 
and his op?fllts were aaed in a public ma .. 
ncr, in. the view of .II, aad CYea before til$ 
face of their adverfarie! ; but moft of the{~ 
vonders were tranfaacd in corners, aooc f)e. 
ing witneffes but pe.rfoas cooceroed to owQ 
and vindicate the cheat: From hence it c~ 
to pafs, that they abound with fo many fablefl 
of Chrift's appeariag in the llofl, fometimes 
as a chJld, aad fometi~nes as crucified, whcA 
but very few of the whole. company prcfeat 
were honoured wilh that lUDazing fight. Now 
when once it has been received as a truth 
that fometbing miraculous may be performecl 
~mong a great multitude, and yet may be only 
difcernible by a felell: number, it fOOa becomes 
impiety tO quefii011 any the moll monftrous 

- fiaion that can be invented ; apd thus a foun:-
4ation is laid for the juggling pridihHd to trump 
\lf as maoy miracles as lhey pleafeJ .Goce they, 

maJ 

1 
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ihay be ealily funaifbed from their own focletJ 
widl proper evidc~, 

Further. tbe miradts of the chrifiiaa · 
faith \\'ft'~ written in ·the times in whic~ · 
-they were atted, to the ead that coqairia 
might Mfe been made i•to their truth, or· 
their -faUhood ; and the powers ·who. tbell go- · 
•erned, being adwdarles to tbc . chriaian faith · 
iF there bad been any forgery, it had DOt ~ 
only been fafe ~at merkorions for' its tnemt~• · 
to have difcovered them, and publifhed them• 
to' the world. - But moll of the- miracles of,~ 

R1m1, have Jlcpt with their prttended pcrfor• 
mers ·many ·yHrs, if not ' ages; and·· are neYer .· 
heard of · till they· are (ecure from tbe. after• · 
pme of .difcovery, and tben they· are· bla•. 
~ned out· with mighty· pomp and de•otion.·. 
Aad here, when the inventor's head is at wort1 • 

he mAy a• well trick · Up: rut .j4i111,· With a • 
hundred mi.-.cles as. one ; nay ,hc has t.he whole · 
creation before· him; and ootbiog to- obfirua: 
his choiu, aad fo may pitch:upgn wllaat won• 
ders he . thinks ·moll tiktly to proYe • aew ·anct. l 
fathionable. But we may :fairly a1k the . qy~­

ftioa how i~ C:GtRes to pafs,: tbat ia· h¢retil..a1 1 

c.oaatries · (at they are pleafed to call them); 
where there is a greater .nec:eaity for thofe mi- -
rades, and where. they might be proved, ii:: 
lflle, bJ amom ~teftablc .. csidca£c~ . .Unce-:: 

.a.6~- &Ja,e.; 
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Jbe exam:11el'$ of them were not to be faf. 
Peaed, Jtf n1111 of tboji might1 wwls d• Jb•flll 
t1Nmjih111 firth 1 Are they confined to !tat,, and 
Spain, and muft we riever be bleffed with one . 
for the converfaon of multitudes in Britai•l 
This gives good grounds to believe their 
\\~!ole atcount to be a forgery, a bo!d impo­
litiOtt of a <unning imperious pru.Jih•od, work· 
ing upon the ignorance, the credulity, or the 
fears of tlle laity. And iodeed the centri• 
"~rs of thefe ltories. bav.e not managed their 
de~go with futh dexterity, as ooe might 
hue expeaeJ from them ; for they have be­
flowed 1ls autAy wonders fometimes upom 
~ru ptrjOfl, · as might have foinlld half an 
order. And now, if any one is not fatisfied with 
f.m:s, and their perform.ances, Jet him confider 
fartbef what .cOQformity the prekot Rom1 
bears to the t~r.&itnl, and what a low debafed 
mimickry they ha.ve r.educed the Chrijlirm r'­
ligion to of Heathenilh fuperftition. It wilt 
bear, !fear, too jufi a parallel; let thofe whe> 
make it, tremble at the effeCts and confe­
C}uences. 

; yet thfre is mn fome'thing more dange­
rous behiad in there Plliraclt-mDrgers of the 
R-.mi;'h thuuh. For the people being taught 
'tu believe tbefe forg~ries, and the r~al mira­
des of the gnfpd with an e1:1ual <:eJta'iR!ft 

· 1ioce 
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t1oee 'they have the talliinony of the chorda. 
for· both, and at the fame time fet:ing fudt 
evident charaaers of fraud and forgery io 
thefe foppofed miraclu, as CODvince them of 
their faltbood ; are thereby in danger of fuf­
peaing all the miracles of the sofpel to be 
of the fame tlamp, and only the artifices or 
a fet of -cunning·nmJ, whofe d'efign was to 
delude the reA: ()( n:tankind. This opens a 

' way to direa Atheifm, fince finding tbe o11e 
hlfe, they conclude the other to be {o too ; 
and by confequence, caft away all religioa 
at once, as a piece of political dcfulioo, con~ 
trived only for the intereft of the deceivers-. 
-Joftly therefore may we fay, that this prac­
tice of the church of RDmt, brings. a difcre­
dit t1poD miracles themfelves, and is fo far 
from promoting the real intereft of chriflia­
aity, that it dHho.nours. it to the greatefl d'e­
gree·; it being cenain, that fo much as the 
bell caufe is promoted by the worft means, 
fO much in the eye of the generality of judges 
it detraas from the goodnefs ef that caufe. 
Yet we who are placed in a happier figllt, 
as we by this fee the falfe Jpirit that reigns. 
ia that church, fo we diflinguifh the true one 
ia a molt particular maaner, which cannot d~­
«ive, and whiCh bas grvm it us, as an indi· 
cation if thtfa if pmlitilln, that his mnir.g jlmtlil 
h '!fin- tiN t•~r -.f Jota, wi.ll 1111 J«<W 

cq 
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.J611f -liM ljiy t~JM~Mr;, u#IJ with all ltcn.­
~fi ~ a111'igl>tte11f ifs, s The: a: ii. 9, 10. . 

And DOW, ftGce we hnc fe(rnbe abfurdity of 
tGis p&_ett:llde:f m1:l n p!icatiuo ot miracles, and .j 
the da~emu~ c.otJfequ.eacc::s t~at it has upon the I 
duif.ti~n faith, let me open to yoo the real end 
a.ud ddign that the ch.tr,b of Rl)llll' has in all thefc 
C:onuivances; which was my Jecond propo[al • . 

If vre then 8"' · behi&d the f"oes of· thilt 
ridiculous pageantrf, we lh~ll fte the fpringt 
and movements that fer this engine of Cuper· 
tlitioo at play, aoo difcover the great fecret · 
of this my fiery of iniquity. The chMrch you : 
~y be fure does not play its tricks for no.. 
thing; there mull: be fomethlog to be got bf· 
jpiritua/ ftgtrdl'llllljn, OC the a(i:ors WGuld DC• 

Yer be at the paias of ~ewiog fo oftea. Tho· 
de6g11 thto of this continual fcene of mira·· 
des, is no . oth« t~n iatcrell, which is of 
twe kinds; foji, the great gaio that -it briags · 
to the church; and jm11dly, the tyranny that 
it maintains o11er the min4s of the people. 

Firft thea ; though the RtJmijb church baa· 
m.my ways of . enriching itklf, . yet the '/4·,,, 
aod their feats, _bring op fmall addition, to tbo. 
l10ly, trcafury. Grtg4ry's dialogues firft · be.-. 
aan tbct trade, whi.cll M>on proftd fo thriv-

ing: 
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refolved . Dot to part with it on aay ter.., 
The cafe !Iii D_,.itu, wbo made . the ilftr­
Jhriocs f« Dian1 .. ia mada tlle r.e. wka the:· 
pridlt of llA1111 ; for Du1N was prOftd··• god.. 

· defS by no b&uu arpmeat, thaa dsc fou. of 
that commuaioo are proved· foints : the hea• 
thea, iadeed, was more plain aocl opeta ia hit­
~caliog, when he fairly told hil·brctbl'C11, Sirs,. 
JIM·ltltlll that bJ this tr~ WI b11w 1111r cealtb, 
ad then tbc.y fouad· a COAviocitlg mafoa to cry 
eut, Gnu is th1 Dia•• •f tbt Ephfia•u I 01tt 
for.e-fatbers hue beard tbe fq,e in l:.•tla•d upoa 
th~ like occafion : Gr,at is St •. Buht '.{ Wllln'• 

J,ury! bas been <~&popular and al gainful a cia• 
mour to the zealots of Rcn~~. The multitade 
t»f olterillgs from every degree of people, (for. 
aoo.e that can gbe caa be cxcufed from giv· · 
lng) vafily scrcafes the faotlified treafuriet 
Q[ every particular dJarth, aad at the fame ti-., 
adds tC? tlac geoeral llo_ck; for the pope be­
iag bimfdf a greater foi•t tbaa any of tht 
dead· oses, muLl bno a ibarc in .til the coo.· 
tdbutions to them. Aad here we may take 
aoticc what lcagtha mea will run, when they · 
ooce take up a new vaifl fuperl\ltion.; for Gaae 
their trade commenced, f•i11ts hne been apo -
poio.tcd. not oaly to ncry cMrst,.,, but to everJ 
lMt~ft, for C11!:1'J trade, aad every diflflji. So 
that however poor awl Qlifo,ablc t.hc iababi. 

~ ~nu 
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taats of any place are, they muft have a cott: . 
&ant tax to pay to the faint of the neigh-~ 
boorhood, or that of their profefiion, or if they 
have an inclination to live well with the p,.;,_;/1 
their mafters, to both. Thus is this kind of 
godlinefs io the literal f~nfe; t'tflt gtlin. 

Now there is not one of aH this train that 
ftofF the pnttifoal caltwr, bot has been a 
mighty wM~dtr·fi.IDrltr, and bas a folllcient 
aumbcr of tefiimoDies to maintain his credit 
with the people. It is trae, fome of them 
grow old and unfatbionabte, bat not from any 
decay of real. power to do the fame great 
things they had done before ; but becaufe _ 
the direetors of the holy machinery have got 
iOme n<:w impoflor to arriufe the vulgar; and 
it is well known, that new faints, and new 
reliques bear a great price at their markets-, 
DeCide that, faintjhip itfelf tOltJI very dear, 
and whatever may be gained afterwards bJ. 
the bargain, the faints family, and the religi­
OYs 'houfe where ·he is to k~ep his refiden~e, 
and perform his miracles, pay fuffi<.iently to 
the a.po/folicl cl-amber for his admittance into 
that dignified order. So that the power of 
wodtiog mlrades . is firft fold' at a Jump by 
!lis bolinefs, and then retaited oot by the pnr• 
«befers to their cufiomers. Such are the ar­
aaa.Gftaevilar d St. l'lftr; tbefetheti~-

luftou. 
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. lufions of an avaricious infatiable pac;k of pril}ls, 
to maintain the outward fplendor and mag· 
nificence of their church, that the inward de~ 
feas of parity of faith and doch.ioes, may be 
the Jefs pryed into and obferved. Whictl leads 
me to the fecond end of their muhiplicatioG 
of miracles, wh.ich is, 

To preferve an arbitrary tyranny O'fer the 
minds of the people. The church of Rotn4 wett · -
knows that no tyrapny is. more abfolute than 

/uptrfiition, that when it has once taken root 
in .the foal, it grows aad Bouriatea into a thou• 
fand abfurdities, and is hardly tem_oveable with• 
out taking away that rtligion itfelf upon whida 
it is grafted. Tlais then ·is to be cherilhefl 
and kept warm in the bofom of their deluded 
members by a continual Dlcw of falfc appear· 
ances, that llrike an awe upoo their fcofcs, 
and fire their imaginatiou with idea of te~· 
ror and admiration. Hence proceed all their 
folemn pomp of feflivals, their procediou, and 
their pablick exhibitions of their fai,tl, Tho 
poor wretches have not time left them to exa• 
mine into one gaudy wonder (if they were 
inclined to it) before another.ftrikes upon theiD 
with equal fplendor; and_ thus the 1how COG• 

tinues with their Jives. No {ooner has tho 
c:ogulat~d b/~od of one foint btgt#ll 11 .fow, but 
4hc im(Jgl of the tJirgin keeps ~p tho am~ 

JDCQ& 
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ment o( the vulgar, by a dlort Jpmh to fornt 
holy man; and the virgin bas not long bcea 
dumb, but ttars, or 11/#otl, rue down from the· 
face or lide ef fome martyr or other ; or, IE 
DOne of them be at leifare, fl'Oftl oor lwrl him· 
folf. There is · fuch a fuccemon, a ad fuch a~ 
artful variety in it, of thefe pretended mindes, 
that a laity not prone to quefiion; nor at all 
ucounged to do it, a.ay well be kept k1 fla­
Yery to their maftm.-

Wlaat i• tflere ~ ~iffic:elt, lint a man would' 
t10t be perfuMed m ·~~ •hat fo irratio­
Bal that he ....OUW not believe, if be tnfgbt· 
but lwln dae v!NH of Jrt.vm ~ tacounage ~lfl, 
aod tbia dte __ flri'.fl can Itt him ha'fle ettry 
day ~ hit: fiR l- floes. be wmt all approbuiolr 
ef hie defJ!n, aad would ·U~ a miracle te 
..Uwo Ms f.ccefe, the tirtt .ft"*' be fcca ftWl 
Mil, Gr tee t:llr.., bitafdf fbatl affine him f~ 
a vi.port,. daat Ill 1rilt be right. Behold oao.. 
~ thef.e pool'a.taawes proft.r.tte before a thrino, 
aad pcrMpt wAiittg the feet of it witb hit.. 
&NR, .ao4 wltb.&reat ale&ioa.kiiing tbc hems. 
ef its ~&rmeot : aad tbeo~ if through the trkb 
ef !ilc prietl, tk image kem to DOO or fmilc 
ea bita (•hkh, is'89t wfmtoent) with what · 
jtlly claes he go a~ay~ u if fome .angel bacl­
iaiGtod h\m from heav.ea ? Whet will oot fneo. 
G. -.a. thrQ. ~~Puc tlaat ·tbcir. miltifli; 11/tt, 

: · · thllrm. 
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iiNzrm. W4ltr, folt, WllX UIIIJUs for tbl tlrifli., 
~1 ':f droils ? That be can !Ja/lfto li4 ,..,b 
le11tls 1111tl p1IUt!, which lbaU laue a •inuc 
agaioll 1icknefs of aU kinds, thunder aod lisbr­
ning, and tho temptatiooa of the dcftf; ODe 
would think, that there lbowd be little need 
of havigg recourfc to dead Jt~irtls, when the 
Jiving can perform fucll great things ; bat every 
art has its particttlar gain, aod it worth ff;) 
much, and there lies the fecret of multiply­
ing miracles. lt is amazing tl:w aoy -thing, 
a d~ree a\Jovc natural Aopidity, OlouW c:o.­
tinue in a krrile o.!>lequioafoc{s 10 thcfe im­
_polieg tyraanies; but the uabapptoefS -itt thar 
.bitDtf'J ls become an article of ~r faitll. 
and to fcruple or quellion, is to incur the paiD 
of purgatory, if not of damnation. Thus the. 
fJow.=r of the . pruflhw/ u let~ beyond the­
poaibUity of being Cbook oft' by •or ·h&tDat. 
.means, cfpecially 6nce tbe "'ular .ariR ia a.­
f'IOfed in its {apport; and tl:u&s a fmaW· dc,grce 
of fapedHtion, witll a vall f.tar of fuS'eriae. 
coofirme their {ubjeaioo. till it become ha­
bitual fometiJDes, ev.en to bellcve again!\ their 
fcnfes. ,.-·No wonder ·th.cn, if by thefe meaaa 
of oi}Cotatious mirac~es, they can infpire their 
members with a faUe fear, a faJ(c love, aDd a 
lalfe coorage. and wore all tb.eir palliont, r. 
as to make· them fubfc"ieat co tho CM'rflDI 
oa tke grvM .,)n'J· f[ iflitttifl. Au aow ' 

thiak 
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think that I have plainly declared to you, tne J 
two great ends that the church of R~me pro­
pofes to herfelf in her /h?Zm-miracles, ·which are 
worldly g<~io, and fpiritual tyranny. ·May we 
who fee through their artifices, £hun their cre­
vices, and holding fincereJy to the true nnfophi­
fiicated word of God, never ftand in need of 
thefe v11e and aborhinable pra8ices to fupport 
our holy religion I 

r come now to make a particular applica­
tion of the words of my text fuitable to the 
prefent time; an application, in which every 
hearer that withes well to the prDt!f/tl'ldaith, 
and its continuance in thefe realms, is deeply 
concerned. 

The prophet fays, hifort jht travailul, ./JJ 
lrJIIght firth; hifwt htr pain tame, jhe Will 

dtliwrttl '.{ 11 man child. Wh~ hath htard fuch 
11 thing 1 IPhD hath ftm fuch things f Shall tbt 
tflrlh /Jring fwth in Dill daJ,· ~r jha/1 a nati111 
h1 /Jm1 at tJntt? Now this impoffibility, be­
yond the powers of nature and its ordinary ope· 
ration, is come to pafs (if you believe the pa­
pifls) in thefe our days. A woman too well, 
and I fear, too fatally known to thefe kingdoms, 
has brought forth a 11Hlll child without the leaft 

· tokens, or previous fymptoms of tra~ail; the 
,POwer of Rotitifo. miracl~s bas done this mighty 

thing 
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thing in owe daJ, and made, as they vainly ima­
gine, a nation at once. And that it .mull be 
done in t~is lhort fpace of time, and that this 
is agreeable to the ollentatious promifet of pa­
pal wonders, Jet us obferve the •condua and 
progrefs of this whole affair, in which we lhall 
difcover enough to make us abhor their miracles, 
and the produG\ of them. 

When as yet there was neither hope on one 
i fide, nor fofpicion on the other of tqe guun's 

being with child ; when as yet the thought 
did not feem entertained by. herfelf$ nor was 
dreamed of by any near h~r perfon ; yet the 
good men at Rom,, out of tbtir zeal to give 
us an heir,-could not help difcovering their de­
lign, by an 'unlucky proph'.fj, .which we have 
had Iince occalion to regard. For among many 
compliments of the Jefuits to the Earl of Cfljlie­
maill at R•,, before this affair was talked of, 
there appeared in publick this prophetical de­
tice. An emlltm was reprtjinted if t1 lilly di­
J!iUing drops upo11 the grou11d, which flower, ac­
cording to the old opinion of the naturalift, by 
the lhedding of the water from its leaves, pro­
pagates its jpttiu, and the motto was Lachry .. 
•r in pro61tm. But to make it the plaiocr, 
. this dillich was written beneath, 
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Pn Mtis, J•coiJt, ''mis I Jl~s ttlllditk rtglllll 1 
. Hos Qatura jill jl '"l'' aHra dalnmt. 

Difl tho11 griiW fw childrm, James. thou 1'.# 
of lings f If 1111turt illfi11 thtm, hllflm jh411 gi'llt. 
tllnn II thH. 

A fufficient teibuony both of their ddigns and· 
their moddly,; aod they were indeed refolved 
to make pel their promifa of a mWtlC11lw 
~"'· The pfuill, that blefl'ed foc:iety, itt 
their publick difcounes fooaafter, did ootfcrople 
to ave!', u if fi'CIID iAfpintioa, that the f11U11 
muft he with cW, and with equal confidlace, 
that it mat be a ,./, child. Whtn matters 
WC!t'e a lktle riper fer their beJo.ed proje&, oa 
whkh the heart• of tho whole tt111Hikl caufo 
were fet, and for· which every good pt'lt!f/11111 
and Erttli,/hr!Mn; was pierced· with a thoufanl 
iear.t; then· they began to appeu ftin more 
bokl and po{ttiwe, dedariog that God wu coe­
cerocd at mpch ia 'tbe cafe of the ft1ture binh 
for hit owa gm,, as he wu for the fulfilli~ 
of his promife in quickening the i111~ Umb '.1 
Bar•h. ~ 

And· now, that thb child '.f· w11nt1er might 
not be blaRed in the womb, or be dellroyecf 
by any other unforefccn ac;cident, the co11jm:atttl 

trinkets 
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liinkets are fent from R11m1 to eofure a fafe· 
4elivery, and preCer•e the life of the infant. 
And indeed lt was v«y litting that every ftep 
·of this. aiair Aoald he atteDded With a due 
t.lemoity, ·fince tho contrivers were to have a 
Ja6t, who was to -exalt the tripple "'"'" fo 
high, and make fo large retnrns as the fo&ri­
fiee of a lmgdlm for: the bleffings of the ~ 
.{athtr. 

Bitt this fceue, whether you ,viH caJt it 
.:a miraclt, or a plot, (and fure it has as good 
~ title to the latter as to the former) was 
canied on like tile· ren of tbeir wrmtltrt, with 
the 1riuif! of a few only, and tbofe coocernect 
aot tO difceYer tho imp:>fition. The do&im: 
ef tfui'll~&tJtr'nr, which that church teaches. 
was an excellent cordial to make any uth, or 
depofition go down without a 1\rain of con­
fcioncet and was not unluckily propagated nOt 
many years before t}}eir members ha4 fo juft. 
an occafion for i(s :ufe. And Alall then · • wo­
l!lan htfort }ht tr~~?Jails., !Jring forth 1 Who has 
ihtard Juch a thing? Th!= c.hurcb of Rome. -Shall 
}ht hefirt htr ·pain -&omu, !Jt dtliutrd if a ma• 
ciR/d f Who has Jttn futh things! The church 
-of RotrU~ Sholl tiN timb !Jring firth in 11111 
aa,, w· a natim "' made at once f Who believes 
'this bnpo1Bbility ? The thurth 11J R11mt. 

Yet -
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Y ct let us obferve a little farther into the 
~ndua uf the aC\ion of this day. There are, 
as we have faid in the beginning of this dif­
c;ourfe, fome things,. whic~ fro.m the evidence 
of our fenfes, and our daily : e:J.peri~nce, we 
cannot be deceived io, and of this nature is 
the prefent cafe. For· fo little care was taken io 
the; difguiGng an affair of this importance, that 
the fUIIII was undetermined till jufi before the 
time where, lhe lhould lie in, and of a fuddeo, 

· without any previous fymptoms of her labour, it 
mu!l be at St. Jamts's. It was not perceived 
that .lhc waa ill oa tA.e SMMNI-7 oight, and the 
next day between nine and teo the was brought 
to lltd, and in t~e language. of tht: prophet a 
1rati1n was madt at 1nu. Where were the heads 
of the ']tfoits not to give a more folemn pre­
paration; a more regular a~d decent manage-

~ ment to an aC\ion on which all their hopes 
depended? So many, in lhort, feem to have 
been let into the fecret, that the timt was ge­
nerally known among the popijls to an hour or 
thereabout, and it is well known that fome of 
them inadvertently told it before the pretended 
de!ivery. 

But what gives fiill more lhrewd 'fufpicions 
that this is a true RtJmijh miradt, ·is the time · 
chofen to work. it io ; when all thofe whom it 

moft 
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11oft concerned to be prefent, were by lhata­
gem ordered to be abfent. The fiory is too 
well known, and fiill fo frelh in our memories, 

1 that it needs not a r8petition. I complained in 
the foregoing part of my dlfcourfe, that out of 
the great number of wondm that churcb bellows 
npon almoft all countries, it had not vouch­
fafed to give Britain one ; but I now own that 
Rome has made us amends for her· pafi unkind­
~elf~~ by one that exceeds all the has performed 
in the territories under her- own yok.e. We 
thank her, arid fuaU from hence learn to meafure 
rhe goodnefs of her inclinations t~ a land of 
bereti.-ks, .lince.ihe chofe that for t-he fcene of the 
mofi wonderful exploit 1he .ever attempted. 

And now, my brethren, if you can be per­
fuaded in contradiclion to your fenfes, and- be­
neve in oppofition to common reafoo, and tha~ 
in facts which all men are equal judges of, then 
ntlen to the voice of R~m,, fwatlow . down 
her miracles with implicit faith, and take up her 
yoke with implicit obedience. Let the grofs 1m· 
polirions of 'rettnded faints, and prumdtd prin­
us, be the burthen of your necks, and the load. 
of your confciences. If ;you can be reconciled. 
to impo.ffibilities, and think every thing mll}l 
be true, that the pritjl tells you is fo, then 
fit down tame contented creatures under a double 
blindnefs both · of reafon and reli1ion, If y~u 

V 0 L. I, C have 
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have to unjafi a notion of tile prwiiJ., the troth, 
and the divine etlablifhment of the chrijlilm rc. 
ligion, to think.it tlands in need of the~. 
ance of new miraculous . gifts aod powers, fOI! 
to evidence its certainty, then Jay hold of tbof~ 
,ltara that proo;~ife thefe mighty works, ~dbero 
to noddi11g imagtl and fmil.ing wax-tptJrl ; the" 
~x. yonr faith upoo that monftrous abfurdity• 
tbe itifaUibility of meer m.an. 

But I am ptrfuadcd ht.tltr things If ]IJU, \>~· 
tbren, from the purt and lincere mill of the:· 
wird, of GQd which you haw rmived, from 
the untainted principles of reafou, and that open 
integrity of heart which is the charatl:erifiic 
of .this nation, and which difdains the mean 
artifices and difguifes of a ')tjuitica/ conftience. 
You have feen too plainly.the fpirit of that per• 
fecuting church, ever to be allured by its fpc .. 

· cious promifes, or convinced by its fallacious 
arguments : as yon have been taught not to 
bear a fpiritual tyranny, fo have you felt enough 
never to fubmit to a ltmpora/ one, knowiofJ 
well that whichfoever btgins firtl, the othe~ 
Daturally f~lows. 

You know what you spoil expetl: if infa!Ji .. 
JiliiJ of any Tort takes place in thefe ijlantb. 

,.nd that a ling whtJ is tlbflfJt laws, and a pri!fl 
who is #bDW trr~~rs, are eqoally daoserous to 

' . Qis 
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this confiitution. Who can then dou'bt, but 
that out of a doe feofe of tb~ duty you owe to 
God, to your country, and yourfelves, nay to 
your memories, and your pollerity, you will 
with a noble and generous difdain refeot the 
impofitions which wicked ~d cunning men 
would fettle and entail upon your ch11rch and 
nation? You mufi expeCl: rhat the old Romijh 
artillery will be planted againfi you; but thank 
God, there is oourage left among us to refill 
them, and reafon enough to confute tbef\l. 
Let them confine their miracles to the countries 
where the fword and the church (always friends 
in the c~ufe' of fupedlition) can enforce their 
\>elief; but we ~now not, I fay again, either 
their prttendtd Jair.ts, or their prtttndtd prinm.· 

ln lhort, as our ancefiors have delivered to 
us fuch valuable bleffings as a pure riformtd 
church, a temperate morJtzrch;•, and Engl~!h liltr­
tits, let us take care to deliver them fafe to our 
pofierity. And laflly, in defiance of all the fop­
peries of Rome, hold fafi to that faith which was 
on£t dllivtrtd to the realfohts, and which, if 
we take care to preferve, and praCtiCe according 
to the precepts of its divine author, wilJ bring 
us to everlafling glory, and make jai11ts of us all. 

Whi'h God ;, his, &c. 

c ~ 
• 
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DIALOGUE 
CONCERNING 

B I S H 0. P S . 

. 
D. y· HE reverend Mr. E.,.,, here f 

This is a fayoar indeed ; I hope 
· . you have DOt been come long? . 

E. About half an hour; I have been amu· 
ling myfelf in your little library; upon my 
word you have a pretty collel\ion of books 
.and well chofen. 

D. You know, doctor, I have in a grCIIlt 
meafure left off bufioefs ; my friends gtve m~ · 
a tolerable education ; I was brought up at St.. 
Pa11rs fchool, and I was pretty near the top; 
I have takea care to preferve at Jean the learn­
ing I had, and can llill underfiand a Latin au­
thor reafonably well ; my· father defigaed m~ 
for a clergyman, but bniog a difpntc with the 
mioifier of the parilb about his dues, he pnt 
me into trade; Mr. Et~ans, you are a happy 
man, you were brought up at the univedity. 

C+ E. 
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E. 1 thank God, Mr. DDb.fon, I have fuck­
ed the breafi of a.'ma mater; I was fent to Jt­
fus college before I was twenty ; in two years ( 
was made (tnitJr f-ph, and had not feen four and 
twenty when I was -Ht,htltJr of arts. 

D. I fee you have my fdifl common prayer· 
book before you : I bought it when I was church­
warden of the pari lb. 

E. I. think I always find it open ~pon the 
table; I am glad you pot fo great a value upon 
that excellent book; I am fallen accidentally 
upon the 1Jict concerning the 1rdaining and &Q11• 

furating of bilhops. · - ··L 

D. 1 am glad of it \vith all my heart ; I 
have longed a great :while to know fomething 
about that bufint:fs, but you will never have 
patience with all my impertinent quefiions. 
[Now rm!fll hun,our th 's choleric Welch divim, 
.Dr I jho/1 get nothing out of him: ht is a jlra11gi 
111ixtur,., &""o:J .hiWr. · A !Ide.] 
· E. I ll1all be re:tdy to aofwer any thing th:tt 
lies in my power, but it is a ferious matter, and 
requires great gravity and confideration. 

D. To be fure it does; then Mr. Evanr, 
fince you are fo good, pr;~y tell me in ·the fuft 
plnce what's properly meant by a bijhop? · 

E. A bilhop according to the Gruk deri­
vation is an O'Vtrfttr. 

D. Why is he called a b~'l>op? 
-· .E. -

1 
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E. He bas that name from the·&r..-,. word : 

Jifiop, which we derive from the Gr11l tpif­
Ojllt, fpuulator, txphratiW', a Jp,, a lu!w-t~utr · 
a fcntinel or watchmaa ; in ihort, he is, ts I 
may fay, a fuptrrJjfor o£ the butinefs and af­
fairs of the church : this before as you fee ~ 
the form of ordaining or'mt/e&rating of biiho~ 
that is of Englijh bilhops, of chriflian bi.lhops. 

D. God forbid there fhould be any bUbo~ 
that are not &hnjlian bHhops ; Cure there are ~ 
heatht" bilhops. 

· E. There were btatlun bHhops aucf goott 
bintops tOO"f-the old Gmianrhad tbeirepifiqpoi~ · 
and fo had the Rmt«ns ;, I remember that the · 
divine Cictro, in one of his epi1Ues~ tel1s- us., 
that be was a liijhqp. 

D . What was the bulinefi of rho~ bilhops r 
E. To enquire into ihe manners of the people 

under their jurifdiclion, and take satkc of the if' 
condua and 8ehaviour . . 

D. But are there no htathm bilhops now 1 
.E. No net one u poa ~be face of the cart b. 

&r11 at~i~>in trlrris nigrtiJUI fimillima tJl"'• 

Y ou'U ex.cufe the Ltltin Mr. D.Sflll ? 
D. 0 dca.C doaor, 110¥e it of aU thinp. 

This facred oflice, 1 lied, begins wida a ex­
celleot prayer. I with thofe that are coocern­
.t vwW &eciueatly rcSea upon it with thOII 

· C 5 a'ucntloa 
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attclltlOil it dcfervca Giv1 gr«t, tiM J#-' 

.fitch th11, t• •IJ bifllops 111111 paftors of_th~ 
church, thot thty 1IIIIJ diligently preach ~ flltWtl 
otul daly aJminifltr the godly difciplinc thtraj. 
The venerable compilers of this form, I fop­
pofe, had oo notion that a bilhop, as lcaon as 
he was confecrated, was difcharged fro~ the 
duty of a pridl, or was illlPlcdiately to burn 
his commonplace book, as if it was beneath 
his dignity to trttub JiliznrtJ,, that is ,.,.. 

.ftantly in his diocefe; whereas a bifuop has 
without doubt the principal care of nery foul 
within his diftrifi, and is more efpcdaUy bouad 
not only to fee the offices of the church, the 
duties of praying, preaching a11d adminillring 
the facraments are faithfully and regularly exe­
cuted by the parochial clergy, but to pr~t~ci 
diligtnt!J himfelf in one o~ other of his churches, 
as he finds moft conducive to ti¥: edification 
of his people, and the fpiritual improvement 
of the flocks committed to his charge, ·This 
mufi be the meaning of the words,-if they have 
any meaning at all, and how they acquit them~ 
felYes in this important cafe, I d\ould be glid 
to be informed. 

E. That may be eafily doDe ;_ for whea 
they are refident in their fees, they are a mighty 
relief to the parochial cle-rgy ; they traYel from 
church to ~h1m:h in all weathers, througla 
~ll and fnow, over hiJls a~ hi&h aaauata.ias 

theJ 
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)ley ·~teach here, read prayers there, catechize, 
expound, todiirm. They are never idle, for 
th<!y well know, that woe he 1111to them. if thq 

· lrmth not tb~ go/pel. Do you think they wrap 
theit talents in a napkin, and let them growrullyl 

·Can you irtlagioe they do nothing but walk to 
'the cathedr.tl on a Sunday in .nate with the 
fJhttrJ, with theirji!tJ£r-mom, before them l 

D. Why, Sir~ fome of them do not relidc 
tn their diocefes at all ; others are there foe 
··a month or two, to take the benefit of the 
fummer air, and tafie the'·venifon of tbe coun­
try •. and then, perhaps, they may prttJ.th once 
or fo., and a mighty favour it is; but the chief 
account of their prea&hing we have from the 
.news papers; you hear n~w and then of a 
tharity fermOD, or a fermon before the Jq,Jt. 
and exceedingly fcldom, they will vouc.hfilfe to 

'afcerid the pulpit of the parHh wherein the7 
·nve, and fet all the congregation upon the 
nare. Some of theln do not preach five times 
in a year, in their own diocefe, and many of 
them not obce. 1 would recommend to them 
tht: reading of old bHhop Latimtr's fermons, 
'and particularly this remark, which .I took 
·down iti my pocket· book. ~While tbey con­
• troul in great towns and about cou~r, wbD 
·c is it that controuls the devil at home? Whc­

. ·• ther th~y refide or not, the. devil is not want-
~ iil& on his part, he is · ileter anoccupiecJ, 
· C 6 ~he 
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• he is ever io his parilh, he keeps . reGckor.e 
• at all times, he ever applies his bufinefs,. 
• ·he is nncr idle, his office is to biDder reli­
c ·gioo. -Oh that 1f'IUJtls would be as 
• diligent to fow the corn of good deXtrine, 
• as jata11 is to fow cockle aad darnel.-
• The devil is no 1111prtaching prelate, he b 
• no Iordi] loitmr from his cure, he ftill ap­
e plies his- bufinefS ; if you will not learn of 
• God, or good men, Jearn diligeace in your 
• bufinefs even of the devil, t1tl mlbtfl111till14 
• v!flram dito, I fpeak it to your Olame: This. 
indefenfible practice of non-rtjitlmu, muR one 
time or other be of pernicious confcquence 
to epifcopacy: the church of Rom~, with aU 
her ·abfurdities, all her obligations to favour 
ignorance and blindntfs, could never fwallow 
that monftrous contradidion of n1n-rl}idm..·~. 
The council of Trmt {as I have read) decrees 
nprelly, that every bilhop who was flX month$ 
abfent from his bilhopric, of what title, or 
preeminence foever be lhall be, he filould for· 
fdt a fourth part .of. the revenues of it, and 
if fix . months more, another fourth, and t,hc 
contumacy increafieg, the metropolitan was to 
inform the pope againfi him, that he. might 
inftiCl: fome fevere puoilhment, or remove him. 
from bis bifhopric, and place a better in his 
room. What a miferable cafe it is that a 
,00.. derB)'mau, wbofc ;famil7 waQts b.rea4 a.t 

. h~ 
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Jalme,.jf. be' "bu uy bafio!fs . ~ his bUhop, 
muft \>e obliged to run after him from one end 
of .the kingdom ~o . the other, and be forced to 
btg.-bis V!'Y home again ? · 

E. : There's np . .fach tbiag. The bUhop 
I amue you defrays every farthing of the CX• 

peace oat of · his own pocket, and gives his 
poor. broiherfometbiog to buy a good book with 
._hen he c:omes home. 

D. SO much the better; bat we are raltlbled 
from the fubjea i fpare me a word more, 
when ep\fcopacy was run down in" the clYil 
wars, a. great objtaioo agairift the bilhops 
'IPS that they never prtt1ChtJ. They were 
called the · moft opprobrious names upon tb~rt 
B:tCount, . idu jhtphtrds, ~lind wat'h""''' Jum8 -
--- I do not care to repeat the difiinB'ioos 
and. charaaers beftowed upott them in thofe 
times: I remember Mr. Fitn1fll, ia his fpeed~ 
opoo that occafioa, fays, that ' the bilbops 
' · neither cao nor will pr~ch ; they cannot~ 
• becaufc they arc fo entangled with the af. 
c fairs .of this world; they will not, beuuf~ 
c. their qign.i~ and honours. make them (o 
c ftately, that they think it not tpift.pal to 
c ;ruzch .ptn. They are fo fat, and liv4 fo 
c much at their cafe, that they are overrum 
• with idlenef•, and cannot briag their mioda 
• ~o it. ~ wilh as well to the ?ifi.pal order q 

uylll&A ~ E.,,..l. ao~ dQ l chiak it 1eafoa.. 
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.we to •it• ~tlae iare~• eftloe f~ ttJ. 
timfe of It, ~~ l am forry to fay-

E. To llfaay thbtg to tile parpofe yO* 
mean ; why that F;,,;,, wu a nal, a ,. .. 
publicaa, a fanatit l ht wu coocR.led to be 
hanged for &he GOwardly furraukr of Br.i),l t4 
prince Rzlltrt. Have yGU ao better autlaoritJ 
-than this l read oa, rea4 oo. 

D. What is meant by J,J, .aif~V/rinl fi, · 
1Dt111 dif&iplittl !(' G•tfs IWI1l. u mcatiobcd in 
this prayer l 

E. That apreffioo reletee ebieftJ tCJ the 
cenfuros of the cburdl, thote dreadfel aod ta-­
rible weapons that God haa coemaitted· ibto the 
hands of bHhops to · pll»ila and 'cut oft" uoto• 
tious o.ffc;ndcrs, that . caanot other wife llc· n. 
clai~d, to fuut them out ef the pale of GOCil'• 
fold• and to.delivctr theqa t1nt ttl fo16tl• ubtil 
by their peaitcnce alki fubmiaioa they are q•• 
lined to IDe re-a4mitted, and to be ttfiorei 
to tbe common pri\'ileges of abc dltijl;.-. 
claurch. 

IJ. Ia that giHIIJ diftlpli'lll adminiftted at tbif 
tilDe according to rbe original hfign ef it• I.D­
ftitution ! 

E. I hope fo; the oftnder }I (uppoft, ·j• 
cited before the ~ijl.p~ who -'it~ in tonliftorj 
with his ~rt.fo1ttrs lbouc · him, aikl take'S id'l­
.-ediate cogniaaace of lhc l:au(e himftlf; thfte 
111c Jiaaer ia cuaaiMd, R~, edmcmlfbcd, 

lhtcatelled, 
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Qnataed.ud UfOD bw caatll.4 obft1a1cJ 
cat\ out of &he dlarcb. . TJae matter ls DOt 

t11roecl over to ebtJ'"'/Ur'• r,;;»nNI, tfiti.b. 
and a parcel of hungry uahallowed · lt1J·'!/Iim1 
(who can prc11eacl te bo rektibb to tile .com· . 
miJJi011 . of CIJrifl aad his tff/IW.) to perfCCII&e 
aod f«iiCeze the poer wrttdt, to tormcot •• 
1rith cibCl, tedioult and espea,ve proc:eifett 
aDd when thoy hue radted him to death, a1KI 
ruiocd llia ill hi4 fomaoe. tbaa at Wl to • .,. 

~uoitate him. ud for IDJ little fliharc Ia 
am: form of their a&niag prbceocllngs, tO 

throw him out of all fpiritual aDd tiril COlD• 

metce atad fueiety, to bilaffa hia n a Ylgt• 
'IKlod lite Cflin, aad dlake him iofamon to 

all about him ; aad as if th1a were not caodght 
·to c:aU for htlp &oai the tetaponal {word, to 

dap hia ap in a pi, aaacl let bim tot ia • 
dungeoca. This WGtald be fttt\og up Ill 
ittpi.flli'Dn wim ' \'etJgeance J f'rom wblch1 and 
all other ~ c:rafte ad ct\lehtes, good lord 
deliftr as I Do you chiak'this \vat the maonet 
~ hiiMi•t aacl -hfoz irueadfd by the com• 
million deUvercci b1 CllfifJ to his 4p4}lllt, aAd 
by them to the jijblp1, their fuccclfors in tht 
~burch l Can yoo imagine, that the fen~nte 
of f01:b jadges is rtttijfH in heave&? Tbtt God 
wiH eftl' ftga fuch dead: warrant. as thefe , 
Cao this be tlie ~eftgft of tl\at petition offetecl 
wp •1 dai •MfJJil i!Wtk Cllicc Of tt~ • ,r_, 
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va•t WI Hfo«/1 tMI II thi, thf /trt~t~tll ftUh tr6111 

that. ht 111111 •ft th1 authority Vo"' him, "" '' 
detlruaion, 6111 11 falvation, n1t 111 hurt, hut 
t~;_helpl 

D .. If the bilhop him.fo!f was to Gt in judg .. 
ment, and to execute the ccnfures according 
to the 4efign of his lord and mafter, the fnr­
ttne~, no doubt woald be dreadful ud of fatat 
eft"ca, but whm fo many excomauaications 
are thundered out and publi.lbed in a IMdicmn 
11nedifying manner, for the moft trifting occa­
fions, which the biibop ltDows nothiag of; wbe3 
he never btars nor fm the offender, nor · taka 
the lea.ft care of the bappinefs of his foul, bue 
Jea9cs that en,irely to his oficeu to be favecl 
()r damned, as the fubtle unrighteous forms of 
their unfaipturtJJ proceedings (firft invented for 
the fupport of pap•l power, and f~ out into 
a fort of trade,. by ta11111 /lnJ;ytrl, the fpawn of 
P•JITJ) lhall think fit to pronounce; to con .. 
~ga a poor creature to eternal ftames for fomc 
fitiful matter, to enjoin him penance, perhaps, 
and then for a Jittk ~,,, tG looCe him and 
kt him go ; if this be tJac tlw •dminijlri•~ 
-f g4dly Ji.foiplint according to this. acelkn• 
I"4JV, lee the c:onfcicoccs ef thefc declare to 
who.m it beloogs. What a horrid profanenef$ 
and mockery of God., it is to. give . it folemnlJ 
in charge to a hi.fl»p lltn, w.bcn lte is confe-
uated t• tnrd.fo &odll dUc,Uac, ta itfo .·~· 

. ;, ~ 
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c:l'uf that IN is .,, t«J wnift, tmd to tnin.lfltr 
difcipline fbat be forgtt 11ot mercy ; when at 
the fame time, he never knows any thing of 
the· offender, nor of the caofe I could 
fay much mor~, but it has been often faid to 
no purpofe This has b:een a continual 
fubjefi of complaint from the rtformatiln· to 
this day ; it remains tlill d'nredrelfcd, and is a 
grievance of fo high a nature ; it is fuch a per• 
\'erfion, fuch a burlcfque of the mon folemll 
and tremendous aa of church authority, that it 
bangs like ·a mil!Jlmt upon the neck o~ epifco­
,.cy; which I am afraid will one time or other 
Jink it to the bottom never to arife more. 

E. God (orbid; I hope things will. mend, 
do not be fo hot. Come, we will go on: h1 
that dtfireth th1 o.flice of a hijhop dtjirttb a gD~d 
work; ·he de fires the office of a bithop on pur­
pofe to enable him to promote the iutereft of 
piety, virtue and charity, and to do .IIIOt.'l good 
works than he. was capable of doing before. ' -· 

D. Do bithops defire the office only for 
thofe excellent cmds ? Have they no worldly 
profpetls in view to advance themfelves or their 
families ? ."Have thc:y no ambition to fit in ·par: 
liaments, or to appear in the courts of ·princes l 
Do they do m1r1 good works in proportion to 
the increafe of their revenue, and the advan• 
tages of their fiatio~ ? 
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· E. Yts, lntrry do tllty1 :aft\t were il: not t8r 
thofe w6rthy ~4s tbet would be dragged by 
uo ~iolence frOiD their fta4ies in the obfcarity 
of a college, or the princy ·of t country pa­
tllh ; 'aad as fur thdr families, if they have 
any food ot ft.imeht cclllfenlent fOl' them, 
they lene the reft to pt'Ofidence.. Iii dee-d. 
they have prefetmeats In therr gifts fuiidtnt to 
fup\k)rt their foils Ja a handfotn~ manner, but 
i¥lfW llignifjimt I• the word. lf a ·bUbofe foa 
lie tbc moa learntd clergyman ia the dioctfe, 
•• it cci!«ally bappeaa uo4ct the inft.aenC:e of 
patvnal uample, p.i/1 fr#lltlffi~t :t~itz-a ,,,.,.. 
as the _poet fiags; aod if the father apoa a 
f\ria . examination finds him f~ then indeed 
he will advance him perhaps to an archdea• 
conry, or to a good living; but what o( that l 
He fends him oot bare, and without furniture, 
wit&lout giving him fo much as a /ittlt fi'!fo, or 
llis commoo-placc book, or ooe old fermooj. 
or the leall hint or divlfion, or general head, 
but leaves the poor y6ung man, who ·is not ufed 
ro hard !about, . to ~<frk aod fweat, and make 
il all otlt of hh own brains ; id thort, it It a 
C:ntet thing to be a btthop•s (on . 
. , D. Jt I$ (o at this t~e, but one would think 
they ltlight tnaJt.e fomt ~Uo~ance, and incline 
6 litt~ in favoUT of th-eft O'#n dtih and blood. 

R. N6 .toubt they ha.e been bftm told fo, 
~ but they willraoc bear tbe 'thoughts of it ; they 

will 
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wiU hue oo tcfpo.a, of pafODS l if my ~ely, lhe 
mother, was to beg upon her btnclecl kocea, it 
..,oeld f.gnuy nothintn I do atr•re yolit when 
a bilhopexadliats bis foD foe ordcts, he weru 
him about the pia-m•tet.; lie 'alks bia tiM 
huddt q\leAitRtt aaci puts ha tO tho erat.­
bideft place u. .u H.e booL .-c1 thea for their 
eaugbtus-

D. I kotwa bielop that &b8tricd his clauah· 
~ers to cler&Jmen1 and provided budf~mely foe 
them. 

E. Bat bow is that l if a c:lergyman lt.lls 
ill love wit~ a bi~p's. claugbter (~ indeed. 
they are t~e molt beautiful and accompH1hecl 
young ladie$ in the .kia,gd.om) he knows he ia 
to expea nothioi from the father bat by his 
merits·; the bUhop tells ltim Co beforehand.; 
' If yoa l1ave a mind to my daaahter, Gotl 
• bk.fs JOU both toacthcr ;·hut look for ao pre­
c ferment from me: 11fOB that accoant ;, mp 
• favours are tbc rcwerds ·of hard ftudJ, of 
' found principles, aDd regular beltavioer; you 
• mull fhine fi:ut inur jiJ/m lMIIII .;,.,m, to 
c &e cittiagaiaa.cd by me.' io Utll if ,oa fcc 
the k1a er rtladQQ $f a bithop rtifcd to cbt 
lUg~ P"fetaleats •. ,M dhuccb, JW ID&J d"' 
fUd • pon It be is the tbOft I•..S• ebel the 
bei\ prtRhtr Ia all c .. •i.Uec;e{c. You'U filld il 
a fiifiK•ls ••ncr • prctre the ~· 
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D. Docs a bUhop giYC his daughters no for­

. tune in money l 
E. A very trifte befides his bleffing; and 

how can it be ? What witb charity at home7 

and charity abroad, with endowing of ho.ffiitols, 
and founding of exhibitions, and buying books 
in all the ell}ltrn taoguages to conTert the jtws 
and Arabians, what .:an be Caved? I think tho 
nalllra/ piety and virtue of a hilltop's daughter 
is portion fufficient, and a competeDt ftock for 
a young clergyman to ~gin with. 

D. Bot I have heard that a female relation, 
or a waitillg-woman in a bi!hop's family, is 
fometimes marr.ied to a clergyman,. who has a. 
nviog given him upon that account. · 

E. There is no fuch thing ; I defy the ranketl 
prelbyterian to produce one infiance of it fince 
the reformation. 

D. I hope then, they obferve the fame rigid 
impartiality in preferiog aay· clergyman upon 
the ftrongeft recommendation from others ? 

E. They do I affure you; for between you 
·and I, if the greateft king, or prince, or duke~ 
or earl in all the world, recommends a clergy­
man ·to ·a bUhop, he .firft examines him firUlly 
in Latin, Gr11l and He!Jr,., and if he catches 
bim tripping he is rejeCted ; there is no regard 
10 the greatefi power, at the bighefi title, he is 
Cent away r1 injitla, with a. Jlt• iB his car.- ani · 

· · makes' 



and Oa. THO DOXY foalni. ~5 

Ulakes as lilly a figure, as if he had been 'recom~ 
mended by you or me. 
- D. Good lack ! 

E. I tell you it is merit only muft do tllt__ 
bufioefs; and to encourage merit there is "" 
m.oft laudable cullom now univerfaHy followed 
by all the g~vernors of the church, which ia, 
to keep a conftant correfpopdence with the 
heads of all- the colleges in both univerfides ; 
and when they find a poor lad of promillng 
parts, and a good fober behaviour ; one of the 
bHhops, whoft: turn it is, immediately adopta 
him for his own, makes him a handfome al· 
Iowancc to live comfortably, fends for hi10 at 
proper times to his own palace to have -him 
under his eye; there he dire~b him in the me-· 
thod of his frodies, fettles him in good prin­
ciples, and particularly in a love and veneration 
for the do8:rine and difcipline of the efrablilhed 
church; and when he is qualified for, orders, 

.he advances him gradually to the highetl dig· 
nities, and gives him the preference to all fons 
and relations in the world. 

D. But do not bHhops generally appoint 
one of their relations to be their fecretaric$ 
or fo l 

E •. VerJ rarely; their way is to look out 
for fome worthy clergyman in their diocefe_, 
wbo is reduced to misfortunes, or fome young 
.fiuden.t jufr in orders; fuch a one they ta~ 

into 

_, 



.. 
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perqaifiteS of that etQP}oJ~CAt, el¥1 r.dl 
enough they are, God knows : ~Qt if ao 6tch · · 

_prfoa c:wt. be foua6. whkh fw-ce ~« hap­
....,, thea they will make afo of a acphew 
· ef OliDiag paitt, or fotao dUtaat relation ; aDd 
whuo is tlte mighty hann iD tllis ? 

D. None io the leaft. 
E. Then, as for pride and ambition­
D. Have bifhops oo pride or ambition ? 
B. No more than a fucking child; and . 

tJloeBh it it well known that the bi!tops in 
Entf-d are defceoded from the beft and moft 
ancieat families ia the kinadom, you never 
hear thetQ talk.' of their pedigrees; they arc ra· 
tber the more hum~le on that account. Ooe 
is the fon of a dqke, another the fon of a 
---1 tell you they are not like muthrooms 
!prong· up in a night, or raikd in a milutte 
H-.e puff'· p.ai\~; they have no occalion, like 
ltpt\uts in other profe.llioos, to buy coats of 
arms at the Htrold' s office : they and their 
la!iies hav.e them by defcent ; ab avi1 & pr«~­
'1/is, €!1 tl'lli 'lUmlt'tln/tlr O'VDrum. 

D. Do they not affcB: to make a .figure at 
c.ourd 

E. Alfea, a fiddle ; they had rather live in 
a cell than undergo the fatigue of attendance 
at any court in Chrilleridom ; but there they 
ao te dikharge a good co~fclcnce ; they ar~ .. 
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• (oet • JliOtciqt. COJiMfan. rea.IJ .., mr. 
ell ditiAJI ~ ta fapPor\ tile wnt, so 
~t tht a&t\ed, . tQ rcJJnc the 4\UlrQf_.t, 
co cw 1lP We pMI..fpiritcd, .... flldl .. 
arc tanblecl •itll ail tbollglab, eo delhw 
facb as are uoclec &oag. tempeata.. Tttef 
h<lte alway• Wore th• ~, t•at aoellcet: 
UIIOil ef tiM couacil of 8artJt1. Tbe fatbtn 
of that fyoocl obfeniag, - bUbops ..W to 
go to court apo~ by_..., aM printe defipt 
of their· QWD, oNhiu4 tMt DO bUhop ftt.oakt 

· go ec. ¢0Gft, oolet. iamedlateJ.r ibtnmoaed by 
tbc emperor!• Jet.My, or that theil' difttnce 
was required co rig~ tho widow, or orphaa,, 
aad. to 110fole thetn ffoa the ueJuft grafps of 
pote~t and me•cih=A oppretJOrs. I will teD 
you • focrot :· if tM greaten king, or peer io. 

. . tho world-, was ktlowa to live i.n any habituil 
1in~ they woald ooe fltiH the fin upon him 
ClllC Qlomooa. tllCJ!. woukl reJifO-.e him to hit 
fac~ ~boagll dtey were all fure to ptriO. iD a 
duogc:oa. 

D. Well doGe, doB.or ; bot do not bilhops • 
.tclight to fu: in dae Jlll'1laaeot hoafe 1 
. E. TJ.eJ delight to '=no their coaatry, if 

yoa will: there they flt.fot~r~ flllll frt rtpub­
Ji«J, to make lr-DJtrs, or ww1, or w111 for 
th.r comatoawealth, for fo the phrafe may be 
1raollated; tbue we r.- ia Hll'tltt, "''; "'". 

i-t~ a. maa Ma a g904 '""; ttt wt1 flitlit•r, 
whe11 

"' I 
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'When a man lives accorliillg to hil wtt.; ;,"' 
IIIDtl vivitu~ .• ,,; when he· keeps a good houfe 
by giving a double vote. They fit in parlia­
ment, 111 fMid d11rimt111i eapi11t tulejia. that the 
church Coffers no wrong. And it is · moft 
comfortable to obfe"e, how they arc all in· 
fpired with a wonderful fpirlt of concord and 
~nanimiiJ; (or . they all . pr11y, or v.w, or wte, 
the fame way ; yet every one feverally follows 
the dill:ates of his confcicnce, and wt11 as the 
merits of the caufe rcqf.lire. They all: by a 
fort· of divine ioftinll:, without any manner of 
communication with one another. They are 
like the jl"DDnty interprner;, that ·tranfiated the 
otd tefiament into Gre1l, they were locked 
up fcparately in different cells, yet they fay, 
there was not a fyllable ·difference in thelr fe­
veral tranfiations; fo thefe interpr1tm of holy 
writ, without fpcakiog a w.ord to one another, 
agree always in their prtiJerS or t13tls ; they 
rife up as one man, they are !X one heart, 
and of one foul. Delight to fit in. parlia­
ments? fo far from it, any more than their 
duty obliges them; that they never concera 

. themfelves about the tlelli1n of parliament-men 
in the country where they live J they- never 
offer to clofet; to fend circular letters to in· 
Jluenee, or menace their clergy, their tenants, 
or their tradefmen, but leave them all to their 
Dberty to vote as their confcicnccs direCt, 

· with-
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without favour or al'eC\ioo. They do not 
hurry their fervants abroad at all hours, night 
aoc\. -day, . and make them fcour about the 
count.-y oa the coach· horfes through thick 
and thin ; or keep their cellars open to make 
a party, but every man that belongs to them 
remains free and unbiaffed, according to act 
ef parliament, and the efiablilhed liberty of the 
fubjeet, and fundamental rights of the coo-
llitution. · · 

D. That is glorioa& ! b1t have bHhops n~ 
pride l · 

E. Did you ever obfel"f'e them to llrut or 
fwagger, or pulf out their fcarves ? Do.tbey 
fpread open or difplay their lilken lbioing cir­
ci,glls over t-heir caffocks ? No, they wrap 
themfelv~ dofe in their holy veflments, they 
walk foftly with their eyes downward upon 
d.: ground, iawardly -lamenting and bemoan• 
ing the 4Jagrant wickednefs of a liuful nation. 
'JtlQ may be furc thofe thin l~n bodi<s, and 
pale fad countenances are the e1f~:~b of long 
fafiing, flrong crying and tears, of hard fiudy, 
ud_coounual mortificalfon. 

D. I do .not know what you mean by p:~.le 

faces, but I bate: feeo a bUhop with a red face 
Wore now • . : · 

E: And ha•e jon .. not feen :ladie• with red 
ftc~s., by drinking of too mucq .W~d 

VOL. I. D . D. 
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D. But dear doCtor, are &lOt bifbops exceed~ 
1ngly plea fed to ride in coaches l , 

E. What would you have t~ofe ride -io, .1 
who have almofi crippled themfelves by a flu· I 

aious fedentary life, and their limbs are be­
numbed, fo that they are fcarce able to walk l 
But -then they always pull up the hlitllls, for 
the huzza's and acclamations of the people 
would be ·troublefome to them, if they were 
feen as they pafs along ; popt~larity gives them 
offence. 0 Mr~ Dol>fo,, give me leave, in· 
dulge me, or my heart will burfi: there is 
fomething fo peculiarly noble in a hijhop'J lady 
as the fits in her coach, whether you obfene 
the beauty and dignity of her perfon, the ma­
jefiyof her appearance, the genteelnefs of her 
drefs, nothing . of the dowdJ about her; with 
what gracefuloefs the fits, as if lhe was bora 
for greatnefs : 0 they are the ornaments of 
their fex, the patterns of politenefs, elegancy, 
and decorum, the dtlicit~ hurr.ani gmtri:, raifed 
on purpofe by providence, to be the nurling 
snothers of ·the - Did you never obferve 
a bijhop' s lady in her toach at a mtrur's door 
upon Ludgctt·hi/1, how humbly ihe looks with 
her· little daughters, pretty·moppets! about her, 
teaching them to k·,~t, and fay their tattchifms1 

, You might fwear the was an tpfiopal gentle­
woman, without feeing the g9lden milrt on tht 
outflde. 

D. 
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1.>. It is wooderful, 1 (ODfefs; bpt, dtaor, 
let us go on ; • hi}Jqp mll}l bt tht buj/Jm11J '.{ 
OIU wifi ; no doubt of It, he ought oot to hue 
two a~ one time. 

E. Pray, Mr. D•.fon, leave the expound­
ing of fcripture . to me, I think it is more my 
province. This injunaioo does not relate to 
a plurality of wives, but it is as much, as 
if ooe fhould fay - what would you give to 
koowl • 

D. Not much ; but pray, doaor, was there 
~vcr any fuch a lhing as a bHhop's committins 
fornication i · 

E. No. 
D. Nor adultery? 
E. No, never. 
D. But did a bilhop never look upon a WO· 

man to Jufi after her, and fo commit adultery 
with her in his heart ? 

E. Yes, PDPifh bUhops in abundance: they 
all commit adultery with the whore of Ba­
/Jylon, and with other loofe hutreys, or they_ c' 
are much bclyed. But I never heard nor read 
of a trotifla'4t bilhop's being a whoremonger, 
DOr adulterer, name one if you dare. 
. D. Nor archbilhop? . 

E_. No. . 
D. Good lack 1 but do they never look up· 

on a pretty woman with delight l Do they never 
drink tea am®g the ladies ? 

D z E. 
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E. They look upon a fine woman as you 
do upon a beautiful horfe, to admire the wo.-b 
of the creation, but without any mllnnei of 
concupircence 1 afl'ure you. 

D. And then, they wear fuch huge broad-· 
brimmed hats, on purpo(e to keep their eyes 
from wandriog upon ftrange obje&s. 

E. Well obfe"ed, they do fo ; and as for 
drinking tea among the ladies, they do it to 
have the better opportunity to draw them oft 
·from the pomps and vanities of this wicked 
world, and all the .6ofol lulls of the fklh • 

. They are ever meditating opon thefe t~t,fts, 

which, (as you may fee in the ~u) they ling 
when they are confecrated. 

011r wtalnfs fimtgthen anJ ct~".ftrm, 
(For, Lord, tbott btow"jjus frail) 

<I hat ntithtr Jroil,. world~ r.or jlt/b 
Agai'!fl liS 1111JJ prtt~.:~il. 

' 'They do not fpen4 their time . upon trifting 
fubje£\s, pinching of fouff', admiring the ~ib· 
h~ns, or gall.tnting their fans, but in explain· 
iog the &attchfm, or expounding fome difficult 
4t«t. · 0, it is a heaven upon earth, to fit at a. 
tea· table with a bifhop, . or, indeed, with a 
Jijhofs Ially. 

D.. Do not fome bilhops keep latlils in their 
homes, whom they call (oufms, or nitttl ? 

E. 
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E. No, never ; and in this they are truly 

primitive; for in the .firll ages of the church, 
particular care was taken, that no biChop, \Io­
der penahy of being depofed, lhould entertain 
any woman in his family, either rela&ion~ oc 
ilraoger, that fo all pretence, either of temp­
tation or fcandal, mjght be cur off. 

D. But, dear doCtor, may not a bilhop have 
waodetiog thoughts ? 

E. Mr. Debfon, alk pertinent queflions: 
It is no jeO:iog matter, ludlrt cum focris: you 
will afl<. me by and by~ if bi!hops do not go to 
;lays. 

D. Now you fpeak of that, I will not fay, 
that bilhops go to plays, but I am fure fome 
of them read plays, and very fmutty ones too. 
Pray, did not a bilhop poblHh fame Latin 
plays, Ttrmcls · comtdits P I am fure there i$ 
bawdy in fame of them; I have read them.a 
lhtrt is a plttmp juicy girl, wiuld m4lt. fO,;r 
lttth wtJttr: and then there is a plot to de­
bauch a w<5man, by a man that pretends to 
hue no jlrmts. I thought a bilbop might 
i.od himfclf better bufmefs, than to recom­
mend and explain fuch fluff as that. I fa.w 
Jatdy an A---'1 name a·mong a. Jill of 
fttbfcribers to a c;olleetion of old plays, in 
which are expreffions.- fo. obfceoe, fo filthy, 
lewd alld i.alpious.-Ab, dotlior, there a'e 

D 3 other 

-------. 
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other Jluts in the world, befide the whore of 
Bahylm. 

E. I have a good mind to cite you into the 
fph itual court for defamation: I fee you ob· 
ferve no bounds : I will have no more to fay 
to yon: I renounce all communication with 
you : here am I taking all the pains to edify 

i and improve your underfhJDdiog, and you ~f­
front me to my teeth : I will never darken your 
doors again. 

D. Pardon me, , reverend Sir, this ono 
time; do not, I befeech you, let me lofe your 
learned acquaintance. I !;>eg you would bring 
~od Mrs. Evens to ut a bit of rujl pig with 
me to· morrow. 

E. Have you bro:tched the barrel of al1 
, you told me of? I am fom~what haily, I 
own; but, upon your fubmiffioo, I pafs it 
by. 

D. Do bilhops love their whm as Chrijl 
loved his church ? 

E. Yes; they do, and would lay down their 
lives to fave them. 

D. Do bilhops (as the office direC\s) rult 
their wives well ? 

E. Yes; mighty weiJ. 
-D. Is not a bi!hop's diocefe, {aid to be his 

JPiritual w~ft? How then comes he, for the 
fake of a richer dower, to leave his firfl I vt, 

and 
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a·nd to give her a bill of divorce, and to marry 
bimfelf to anoJ.her bHhoprick l 

E. The old prt.foyurian cant I a bilhop; 
you ~oft know, is not married to any partit 
cular diocefe, but to the church in general. 
1 find you are nibbling about the tranjlati••· 
of. bilhops; that praaice, ·I ~Q a1fure you, it­
jufiilied by the ufe of the firil and pureil age••· 
from the apofiles ·days down to the times we 
Jive in ; it is jurt divino, and may be provect 
by uadeniable.authority, Do not you. read u .... 
prefiy that En~eb was tranjl:zttd 1 

D. You havo convinced me;_ and' yet, .not .. 
withilanqiog this plain proof, l have read f9me• 
where- of a· bilhop of R"hif/tr in former daya.. 
oot Fijlur, who, when he was offered a richw 
bUhopric, was·ufed to fay, his church was hit 
wift, and he would ncYcr part with her- be. 
c;aufe .fbe was pHr. 
. E. He ,was a· t~PiJii biatop·; do· nor mind 
him ; foX&s and firebr,ands ! . papijl and prljoyr 
ttrians ! all againft the poor thurch of Engr 
/QIId! God help -her I · 

D. I rcmc:mbet" Qow; it .was in Coluw•s ~ 
church hiftory, where I read that•faying·ohbe · 
-bUhop's ;. and the fam.; writer, in aoothcr plaJ:~. 
ipeaks-fomctlililg of the trt.mfotion C?f bllhops, 
I wiH turn to the· index ;. here. it is 1 1~ me 
fee ; look here. dollor, . he fays., that " ·it.. 
" is decreed by the..:apol\les canoAS,,_ thattiit'· 

D 4 . .cia 



s6 'l'~e Pillars of Ptu ESTCR ArT 
'' is not lawful for a bHhop to leave his owa 
cc diocefe, and remove to another, without a 
"jullifiable motive; that is, unlefs he bas a 
a• fJir profpefi of doing nrtJre jnJiu to the 
" church upon fach a t.-a,Jioti•n. But even 
" in thi! cafe, he is not to remove without 
u ilroog foliciratioo, and by the order of a 
'' great number of bUhops. The coancil of 
cc Niu f.,ys, if any bifhop quits his own fee, 
'' and fettles in auotber, his trao!lation lhall 
" be tnid, and he fball be returned to the dio­
" cefe to whkh he was at firfi copfecrated. 
•• And the council of Sartlita complained, that 
" covetoufoefs and ambitioo bad brought aft 
" iil cullom npon the church l that it . was 
•• too common a pra6Hce for bilhops to re~ 
" move from a lefs fee to a greater, and that 
•• an in!lance the other way was feldom or 
" never to be met with ;· from whctOE:e jt 

.. W!\s plain, they were governed by confidcra· 
" tions of interefi.'' Now, fpare me a que~ 
tHoo or two. Are bifhops tron.Jiattd merely 
becaufe they can do the church mort ftrv.'tl 
in a rich bifhopric than a p~or one? Do they 
.eeoy to be tranj!t~ltd, till they are prdfed by 
the firongefi folici.tatioo l Do all the reft of the 
bilhops gG to him in a body, and ·beg of him. 
to be tronjlattd? Do th~y ever defirc to be . 
tranjla:ed from a rich bUhopric to a pur one, 

be-
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becaufe they may be able to do more fcrvice to 
the church l · 

E. Ali forgery! poftry (forgery! that Col­
lit,. was a rank Jaco!Jitt! a Nonjur&r I give 
me my· bat and gloves. That book oogbt 
to be burnt by the hangman. I will not 
ftay a moment, l~ft the earth fuould open and 
fwaJiow us up,· ~~d the houfe tumble a boot 
our ears. 

D. Patience~ reverend Sir, 1 only refer you 
to what I have read; you know I have often 
told you I was pretty near the upper end of 
Pours fchool, and, though , 1 may oot tr.llc 
fo learnedly as you gentlemen of tile univer~ 
Gty, I have read a great deal of Entlifh hillory. 
:But I am of your opinion all the while; I 
think ali well of bilhops as you do, and woulcl· 
go as far ·to ferve tllem. 

E. Sayeft thou fo I give me thy ha~ ; tlicn 
l will fin the other pipe. I ·rerl you, once for _ 
an, that no bHl1op would endure the thoughts 
of being tran/lat.-d, unlefs he was fure it w.1s 
for the good of the church ; and wbt think 
you is the rearon, that the {ilme hoi}' man wi!l 
be a hijhop of one church, dtan of anotl:er, 
prtbtndarJ of another, hold a living or two in 
tiJtll'l;tndum, and take the trouble of oth<'r 
<urea upon him, but only to quntify himk If 
to do the more good in hi~ generation ~ and if 
lhcy thought that other clergymen v•ould pro-

Ds mow 
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mote the ~ufinefs of charity and roligion in 
thofe benefices, with an equal or fuperior in­
dofiry ~c! care, they would infiailtly renounce 
them all} but, alas! Mr. Dcbfon, the harveft 
truly is great, but the labourers are few, very 
few I could they find perfona proper to receivo 
them, they would foon refign their pluralities; 
but when, upon firia epquiry, no fuch are to 
be found, they keep them in their own hands 
for thofe worthy and pious purpofea. Nay,, 
they are fo eager and refolute to advance thofe 
cxceUent ends, that you will, fometimes; fee 
a holy man refufe, as it were, a hi/hopric, un­
lefs ht be, likewife, allowed to be a dtllll, a 
prdtndarJ and a rtllor, for fear the duties of 

- thofe places Rlould not be fo properly exe­
euted, and their revenues not confcientioufly 
managed for the goocJ of fouls. I am well 
atrured, they do not fave a penny of. the profit& 
into their own pockets, but Jay it out in the 
moft ufeful and e:x.tenfive charities, to fupport 
poor 'Vicars; to fupply the wants of the in-

.. ferior clergy; to found libraries in muket­
towns, ;, ufum tllri; to build parfonage-houfes, 
'hat are now runllieg intQ decay aH over Eng­
land; to repairAhe epifcopal palaces, efpeciaiiJ 
in Wain; to relieve the fatherlefs, and make 
the widow's heart to Jing. -

D. You were faying, doEtor, that the hi· 
~~ps, fometimes, hold a liviPg or two i~ 

tltmfll•tdfl1#) 
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t,.,.,lfli4m, what> is the meaning of that : 
word?. 
. · E. Sir, 1 do not ta-ke u p<?D me to be a reo- -

autar tillllr, but only -am "(!.tied fo by the ·- · 
eourtefy .of Engltmd. Why, y~ mull know,~ 
that io fome of the · fmall bithoprics, that · 
do not exceed abo•e fife or fix hundred, or· 
~c~t~oufand· pounds a year, -(and what i9 that 
for the reprefentative of an. ap?file!) there i~ ·' 
fometimes a go&d living. annexed, and, {Qme.-. · 
times, the king (Cod blefs him and his royal.· 
houfe for ·cftr·!) it1 fo gracious u to pen;nit ·· 
the holy man to hold a living, or a dignity,., 
which he had bc:foM, along with his bithop• . 
ric, . to atlilt him to· f uppor.t the charafrer o£ · 
his fuac.tioo; to ~11able him t.o keep a better -
table, and to- enlarge bis charitable heart • 
and tbc:fe good defrgns, I dare fay, are cxe• · 
c;uted to a tittle; a very t1 ifle is laid up to ~ 
make provifioa for hls family; the poor are-
llis penfioDers, they_ are his· children; . _ 

·D. But0 bow is it, that the fame holy man , ~ 
llould be the. huJ .of a church in one dio- · 
,ef.e, and be a· -p.ar·ijb pt"itjl, and fub~fl to • 
another bithop; in another bitbopric; how fuch . 
\lnbccoming £ondefcen6oas,· fuch fuifting of 
fcenes, fuch menn finking in.. thdr dlaraClers •. 

' from· being · bifo;;ps . to. become· por«hio/ fritjls -
f. . io other diotefes, how fuch a praCtice~ fuch an • l·. irreaular kiod of pluralitf> '£".,with th::;,, 
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eons and difci pline of the church, I c:ould llfta'. 

yet be able to comprehend. 
E. What lignifies it whether you can com­

prehend it or not ? Will y9u deoy the king'• 
juprtmalJ? Pray, was not .tfmos a prophet of 
the lord, and, at the fame time; one of the 
herdmm of T£ba 1 

D. Very true, doflor; I am fatisfied. 
Now, if you pleafe, ·we will go on a little far­
ther. A tijlnp tnujllu 'lligil1m1., fiber, '.{ gHtl 
jtha'Di~•r, gitJm t1 hfpitoliiJ. 

E. That i!, he muft be temperate, and not 
1ndulge the ropati;us cravings of his fto­
mat:h ; ·he muft keep a good /~el-o111, and be 
upon t.he ~tch ; and above all, and for die 
f.11<e of all/ fapport a generous and well-fpread 
table, to entertain ftrangers, to receive his' 
clergy, and welcome his neighbours; ·not thar 

. }lc is to make his houfe an inn~ or a taYem, 
open at all hours, and free to all comers. 

D. I take you right. But how eM they be 
fo~id to 1\eep t1 p to this precept of the a poOle, 
when not one in tix of them Jives- in his owrt 
proj>er diocefe ? 

E. What of that? though they do not re­
'Jc conllantly in their country palaces, becaufe 
they are obliged to take care of the church. 
and the king, and the nation in parliament, 
yet they provide that as plentiful a honfe be 
kept io their abfence as if they were them-

'l ~vcs 
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fdves upon the fpot. They do not when 
they come away fallen up the -doon, and let 
the grofi grow· in the courtyard, bot they 
leave a regular table behind them. There is 
a chaplain to reprefent his lordtbip, a Jltwartl 
;J.nd proper fervant~ and the h1J/ rings, aocl 
the tl!th is laid, and fumpt'.Jou£ly covered, where 
the clergy, the peighbouiiog gentry, and the. 
yeomanry are haodfomely received, and their 
horfes put into the llable and well rubbed 
down, and the poor of the .adjacent villagu 
are comfortably fed, and fcnt away with full 
bellies, and fometimes with a piece of m.­
ney in their pocket betides ; there the tra- · 
f1tHtr, and the j/tt~~rger are welcome, at all 
tim~s, to a llice of bread, and a cap of afe; 
th'e people of the country do not feel the 
waat of monatlerics and religious houfet, 
which ufed to bellow their alms, and their 
hofpitality fo liberally among them, at long 
as their room is {o well f~pplied by the bono­
tifut dillributions of the bithop of the diocefe. 
- They remember faitbfnlty the quefiion 
put to them, when they are e~nfecratttl. 

Ifill 11!1 fo,w yourftlf gmtu, ••4 ~~ IIUrti­

ful, for Chr!fl's falt, t~ poor antl ,,u,._ 
•rui 11 .0 Lhugers tl!flillllt '.fiHip t , . 

Anfwer,. - '· 
.,;. , 
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I w!IJ fo jhiw myfilf, !Jj Gotfs hilf~ 

And, then, when the bnlinefs of the nation 
calls them I to L011don, they do not, like fome . 

' members of parliament, hiae themfclves in 
obfcure· corners, that ~hci~ people do not· 
know ·where to find them. Tbty do·not tako . 
private lodgings, or hire little; pitiful· houfes 

,of two rooms on a &or, in dark .}aaes or- · 
Nkys, but {if they have no palaces in town 
that belong: to their fee) they chufe the mofi 
open- and publi«: fircets, and the mofi fpacious.­
houfes, where they live nobly aod magniD­
seorly, like _peers of the rc:alm; here their · 
ckrgy, when· they C:Qme _to town, are wei· 
wme ; . here they are cntertaiflcd at bed and · 

"t>oard; here they have the bene&t of my lord's · 
library, to employ thcmfelves at leifure hours). . 
. t.he poor young. caizdidatts for orders remain· 
here, and . are fupplied with every thing, till--. 
they are ordained ; and the poor are daily 
~elieved' by the porter, in 1he great court. 
You may eafrly know where a bilhop lives, by· 
t'be 'crowd of poor people- in the .fireet be· 
fore the dot~r, fo that palfcngers ~an fcarce · 
so along; it is really a grievanc.c to the 
aeigbbours,. they have hardly room :to go about 

their. · 

j 
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their lawful bulinefs, efpecially in cbrijhnas tiinc, 
\Vhen the fteward is delivering out the lmf 
and c11als, and fitting rhe eld~r fbrt with their 
1"1 gii'Wns. To prove how unbounded is 
the extent of preiatical charity, how foft and 
tender 'PijcDPal bowels are toward the .mi­
feries of the poor, do but look into the lifl 
of b~.oefaelors for rhe relief of the (offt:rers 
by the fire at Cm!i:o11. --0, Sir ! when a 
bithop goes to fleep with his fathers ; wheD 
he is taken from· us by the ftroke of death ; 
wh~n be is hid from ·our eyes, and is no thor~, 
what a thunderclap is felt throughout the na­
tion_l what ru~oiog to the churches and the 
altars ! what beating of brealls, wringing of 

. hands, and dUhevelliog of hair; as in times 
of nattonal calamity and diftrefs r ht is l"" ! 
ht is gone I IIIJ father I m1 fatbw I the cha· 
riot of lfraJ, and the horfemen thereof! 
then ; then we find the lofs ; virt11tem ine~la~ 
1111111 •Jim11s, fublatam IX 1C11/is ftlt#rimul invidi. 
Were he not like the gD!dtlf l1111gh, in the tWn• 
ttlical poet, · 

We fhould be utterly ioconfolabte Tbe 
death of the great St. B6}il ftrikes foil upoa 
t~y memory. When ~hat worthy prelate lay 
a dying, the whole. city came about him, nor-

able 
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able to bear the thoughts of his departure; 
they prayed as if they would. lay hands upon 
his very fo_ol, and by force detain it in his 
body; they were di!lraeted with the thoughts 
of fo great a lofs. His funeral was fole~nized 
with all poffible tefiimonies of love and ho· 
nourable attendauce, and with the abundant 
teirs, riot only of ChriJlia17s, but of Jews l!nd 
Hrath.ns. The confluence was fo great, that 
many were prelred to death in the crowd, aod 
fent to beu him company to his long home. 
-An e:ua IJP,I of the pious times we live 
in I faving, that not quite: fo many are trod to 
death now as' were formerly. · 

D. But, Sir. I have often _beard the clt~·D 
complain, that when they have dined with tiM: 
#=jh1p, and are coming away, tbey are forced 
to run the gantlote through a lane of impu· 
dent footmen and fervants, who look upoa 
them as the devil over Lincoln, if every ooe. 
does not give them a fuilling a- piece, when 
(ome of t!Km have not one more lo their 
pockets. This is a great hardlhip. upon the 
poor c1ergy, who pay dear for their dinoers. 
Where is the bifPita/ity of this praEiict ~ 

E. I do not believe a word of it; I neva 
gave a bifitop's fervant a farthing in all raJ 
life; uot the nJue of a pipe of t•lu~&tl. 

D. Pray, Mr: Ef.l(l11s, who does LIJIJ.,.. 
j,~ ill 4idtr:Jiatt;/Jutt belong to l 

B. 
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E. Why, to the bijbop of London. 
p. There are no fucb doings in that place 

as you talk of.. No !Jij};op has refidcd there 
for many years, nor any body to reprd'ent 

, him. That llllcient building is all ruinous, 
and frrangely perverted i. it is let into fcarvy 
l~dgings and apartments; turned into. warc­
houfes, ihops and wine-vaults, and made ofc 
of by -a fort of tenapts that do fmall reputa .. 
tion .to the fabric or the landlord. I be .. 
lieve the bifhop would call the mioifrcr of a 
pa!ilh to a frri8. account, that lhould let out 
his parfonage.·houfc to fuch odd ufes, and fuf .. 
fet it to run to rujn in facb a difmal manner. 
That v~ne'rable pile, ·where fo many kingli 
and princ~s· have be~n entertained, and fat ·in 
council, fo many learned and renowned pre­
lates, Ridley, Ba!Mrift, Sanli)·s, K;,g, and 
many other great reformers, ~nd the glory of 
their times, lived with .fo much honour and 
h'.[pitality, is now- become a nell of --­
W auld t chriflian believe, that one end of the 
arcbbilhop•s palace in Yor.t is converted to a 
lllat~,ingjcb>ol, and the other end into a play• 
lmlji? The epifcopal houfe at JPqre~jltr, ani! 
in many other fees, is -all in ruins. - I d~ 
not fuppofe, but large fums have been received, 
from time to time, for Jiiapidations; they look 
·fbarp enough after that• Pray, Slrt if fuc:ll 
monies · are uot honefrly ~d oat, where lies · • 
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the remedy, or who muft call rbe bifoop to 
account? I have looked into the codtx• and 
cannot lind a word· upon this fubjet\. 

E. Let me tell you, your infinuation is vite 
and athcillical. The inferior clergy, if yoo 
will, look lharp, as you call it, after Jilapi· 
Jaticns, and, perhaps, are too rigid and hard­
hearted upon that account; but the right r~ 
ferend prtlatu proceed, in that refpelt, with 
all tendernefs and humanity; they eonllder the 
circumftances of the family left behindr and 
are more likely to affift them out of the re· 
venu~s of the enfuing year:, than to haira{s 
them with JilapidatH1U.. ¢ome, call a ne• 
caufe ; read oD. 

D. A bilhop mull be apt tl !tach. 
· E. They muft be qualified, by their ftudy 
of the fcriptures, aad their great fkill in ex. ... 
plaining them, to inllrua and feed the Bock 
~ommitted to their chuge. Aad how caii 
they be otherwife, when· tho whole bufioefs 
of their lives has been to torn over and medi· 
tate upon thofe facred pages l when they have 

. the bible ad rmgutm, and have fpeot the 
ehoicdt of their time, tLeir breath and ftreogtll· 
In tamhifi"tt in tx,OJmtling and prtllchi"l 1 
They unravel all ~ifficult places, all the li• 
miles, t)ipes~ parat>les, examples, allegories 1 
they rec()ocile feemiog cootradi!tioa~. ancl 
caa .. teBeat you . all · the paralld. tcxta frOIIl• 
- ·. the: 
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the beginning to the end. They are no Dh­

/cure perfons . that the world never heard of 
till they were called to the ch:.ir; they are no 
nivius, or (as the old tranOation has it) no 
young ftho/izrs, Jell they fwell and fall into 
the judgement of the evil fpeaker ; they are no 
frejb mtn, no raw, unfledged, pen-feathered 
divines, but ripe .and in foil plumage, tho 
moO: fiaunch and celebrated do8ors of the firll 
clafs, the admired orators and preachers of 
the; age. They have taken their degrees, 
regularly, in our univerfities, where theiF 
names will be immortal ; they performed their 
_exercifes ~ith applaufe, and the fchools rung . 
with the acclamations of the audience ; they 

.. preached L_atin fermons, read letfluru, were 
folid and acute !n t!ifputations, famous for de· 
'fending the primitive' and pore do8rines of 
·chriOianity, againft .Alhiifls, Dej/Js, $c.-inia11s,. 
Pap{/ls, Fanatics, Enihujieifls, Mtthfldi/ls, ·crurki, ' 
Jews aeti Htathtns; their do8r1nal and con­
troverfial wri'tings are admired; and almoA: 
adored alL Eur·pt over ; their found is gone 
out into all lands, and their names, and their· 

fames too, ooto the· eods of the ·world. Ho\Y 
can tlley be but apt to ttacb, when they have 

• read .Dver all ~he. expolitora, the ~ommc;ntjl(Eil'f­
ln all languages, all the do8oa:s of the taJl~rn 

alld w!fin:n churches ? There is not a mao of 
them, 

/ 
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them, but may rarely fay of himfelf,. what the 
O.xjmJ mufe fo fweetly warbles.:. 

N~:iDr at n11lli 'flU t./1 foa flltlm tni/Jf quieq.tti/ 
Graius. Arabs, lt~lus, ChalJaeus, Hebr.zus 

tl Atrur, 
lEthiopefve fonant jat:rMIII aut Mcmphitiu 

Coptos, 
Is fum gui latim IX ipfo fontt pttitDs 
Malim, f!ltlln IDrtgl eircum tltdlletrt rii/1. 
Hint, ut mt la11tltm, ltgi Targumque~ Ma.· 

foramque, 
Onkelon tt Kimchi, g•• tt wl IUtllilltl 111• 

rmt, 
Commtnlllllm Rabbinos, Kabbala guictri4 
lmplituitnlliis, -,.,,f•t•lligmatt UAit. 

I was exerciGog my P•ttit fancy, fometimc 
ago, in traollating thefe lines into E•tliJ, 
verfc ; you know I have a pretty lnacl at 
poetry, though I 4lo not make it my profe£. 
6oo; but, -

DigiiUm Iauth 'flirum mufa 'flttat mari. 

My mar~ for!Jitis tbt fDDrthy 111411 ,, tiil. 

I am glad I ean repeat them ; for, I am fare · 
yoa \\'ill be pleafecl. 
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Y'btre'-s ·no m1111's witt is 11 himftlf mort liiOffn 
Ybem is to t~~~tiH hdy rtliti"' 
Of Grecian, Arabian llnti Italian, 
Chaldzao, Hebr2an anti Affyriao, 
ll'hot tht lEthiopians tttHh, ntl wh11t t!J1 

Copti, 
I Qm tht man ; with !J11cktl ,,J 11 r.pt I 
Chufi to lrfiW Wllln-fr•m tht fi1111tait~-htal, 
~han fr•m tht wntrring jlr111111s tht rivtrl 

fotd; 
And tho' I praifo mJftlf 1 haw rHd tht 

erwT. ;!-::: Onkelos ndKimdi's ·J""l'"•J 
IYhofe 'lift] nlliiUs Wlllld fright thu, llnti tbt 

Uvi/ ;,,, tht klrg11in, 

Ylu Rabbias t,nts, and tht Kabbala, l 
·y .Jxlt fi/tinb up its mtamllf,l.tlD jay, 
In twijlttll•«s Mid A.rl a:nigmata. .. 

What think you of that, my boy ! bat lf you 
chu(e to hav~ rather in fcripture phrafe, it 
will ran thus: Pmbiaas and MtJtS, and 
E/Pmitts, ~nd the ·dwellers of Ml.fop.t~millt 
and in ptitetl and C.ppaJ~eia, in .P,•tlls ~a4 
4fo, Pbryzia and Pam1hy/ia, .io EtJPt, aDd, 
ia the parts of l~ia abol1t Cyrmt, fino. 
«en of R.mu, Jtws and Pl"'ji/)tts, Crttrt 
nd .lrabi11111, we do .all hear them fpcat in 
eur own toPpe lhc The w~rld. wo~ld 

DOl 
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In this cafe, I· fay, they are the JI.Jui H .. 
rtticDrum, Pap!flannn, PagtmD"U,, the U.111s, 
the· Btttlts and Wetlgts of Htrtlics, Ptl/'iA 
and lnfitltls ; if a blafphemoas or wickecl boak 
creeps oat, one· or other of them fOOG cats 
it to pieces, to the utter filame and con­
fufion of the gaiofayer. They· ban an an• 
tidote ready to expel the poifon; they pray 
againll it, preach againll it, write ag.iaft it, 
and encourage and folficit their clergy to db 
the fame. Such reverend champions they ft. 
vour and dillinguUh, and prefer them before 
all the relations in the world. They buy 
and difperfe their books, they affift t-hem in 
their fiudies, and warm them in their bofoms. 
They do not as the great tiDns, in other pro· · . 
fc!ffiens, neglea, depreciate and brow beat 
writers of their own order out of a fpirit Of • 
PllrlJ, or from a principle of tnvy, a-s if they 
tibfcured their own chara£\ers, or in 
ihort,· Htrtfi and lnfoltlit' never bad fewer 
friends and followers than in thefe /JkjftJ 
iimrs, · and an owing to the unwearied in­
duftry and vigilance of thtfe fhepherds; theft 
~atch.men of !fra I. I . will. tell yon what, 
i was at church in the city about tbrec s,..,. 
~ays ago, where two great prdatn were ilr 
ahe fame pew, and at the repeating of the~­
'nafian creed, th~y both reverently . flood op, 
l\Pd made their refpoDfes ·.tau~ with tt.eir 

fl'CI 
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i -~ towards hea9CD, to the great COIDfott 
,. df myfelf and all tbc · coogregatioo : neither 

6f them took fo"ff, or l#llltll fauotringty CJter 

abe pew,- or · talked to "lDJ body adr ·hilb all 
the while. 
· D. Y 01i have taken a deal Of• paifts ·to prcwe 

that the Jijblps are a k11rt11tl body, which 
feems to be out of difpute; ·ror you fee here 
·ill the "./fo1 before us, that tbe 'blfhop tult . 
dlall be prefeote\1 by two bifhops' to'tbe .,a,.. 

·MIMI of the pnmoa, 'm du· fortD • 

. M ifl rwtrnul flithw ;, -:'Gii, fiJi prljnit 111111 

,.. tbis gMt, gliJ ·wctl Jearned mao 11 l1 

· 1•rtlm111tl ntl mrfln-lltl.l·lij!Jip. 

'Bot I have a faiaU fcruple upon me ia this 
• Jd'atter; "how do dlcfe 'two bifhops know thllt 

tbe biibop tlttl ~ wtfl ,,.,.,,d ? 
E. Do you thin"k tbty glve "this teftlmotly 

d ·him 'by hcatf.~y, or by common fame, far 
fhoar or •H'eaion·? Caa you fuppofe ·they 
would prefent hirn 'in ·that ·foJcmn manDef\ 
i1r ·the prefence of God, and in the face of 
aH ·the congregation, unlefs they Cdtdd ·do it 
with a fafe confcicoce, and. frotn ·their Ovhl 
eltprefs knowledge l No, no ; they txtlmi,, 
bhn ftriltly and fcvaely in the 1"1tht, 1. 
fuppofe, 'thtfnrt~s rtrum tcdrfi.'if/itllrllm, Lbcr 
tJaur11m, and Other godly books; and Jind-

VOL. I. E ins 
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.iJg hiaa at l•r-' u. thq ·et..a~ they juAJ,. 
beftow thM c:baraftcr l1J*l .bial, ~ey w..W. 
bQ UDjqft ·if ·they did;POlJ 1 bclkve·tho ~ 
'forld w~~lci Jl9t prcwail· . upon. tbCPl to p. 
againft their 4irm belief . and convifiioa- iJ, 
tb&l .matter, ~ $Jl~a; ,IAC.Ol~ \be~f~YQJ 
~in& judges. 

D. Who .doQbSS .it? :B1tt .it tltat the 
bilho_pa are ;picked~. well difc;lpli~ed, ¥1l 

.. c~Ued ;<>ut of ~be body of the ,pridllsOQd ea 
account of thdr p(dQupd trfl4#ila, 7~ if . 
.they be ever fo ·.lttmlld, or ·fo apt tfl t1acb, 

}OU. will allow, I.fqppa(e. .that i.t .is impoSi~le 
.ahcy lhould . tlt~th or ked t~r itocJ[, unlefl 
they be able t~ :t~•&h ibe ~ople in a Jaogila,sc 
,dley 11ndtrjland. 

£, I allow tb;lt, ud w~at th~n.:? 
D. Why t~eo, I ihQuld be gl;ld to •know. • 

.,ow a. bifhop of a diocefe ip T:Y tl/es, is ca· . 
'able. of doing ;his duty with a good COR· 

lcieoce, whr;!l :be does JlOt underfiand one 
fyllable of ~he W~ljh t•ng•e, and· the p~p1c 
.do not .undeJ:fianel a word of Eng lifo 1 

£, The ~f\\fet: is plain, I d~y your (up· 
pofttiQp; )IOU are· to confider wheJ,l. an ~;. 
1tlfll J.''Ujru Ciods himfelf impro'IJing in fi>irjtual 
kllowledge, ~nd Jir.eadin:, ~nd jlret&bi'Jg~ ao.t . 
tbi&leving, and wu/J:11g funher, aod U!idt~~• 
ing, and nzlargi!lg . hi• capacities. aod !Ju~ 
tiing and W~r.~, and ,sr.owiog .. ri;i, a~ . 

as 



'; · ··t,;l t;i~ot;o~·t )Jailii.-' ,-~ 
rm·· fi ~re ·ritfiti»ui ~!JBpai;,~ 1\e . ill~ =pr-e: 
-~ntty tpp'liet :hllrl~elf' .td 'ihe ftu~~ ~£ t·~~ 
Weljb ltiflguag' as11nft the time com_es ; tbil 

·He ·finds a moa· ea/i ·iufd . d'eilghtftil ·etiter-
· ~altibtt6t.~ fo~. ~be'_f!:IJ; :is a'fo~·- ·~ar~~ii!~q~ 
afid til~th~uo~~ ton~~~· . , a~t: . n:rf~' .. *~a m:!!i 
dJ; ,dbr 'tlhck~il~~ .~~~ fo~(o~a.lfts,_:no~ .. ~~ot:­
lllng· '/oli ~Wft'l'i tuffurd!s'; ~ does not make 
~our . tbngue lfril{e. di:iu1:.le aga1nrl tiie root 
i:>f your ~outh~. ~( b.to~~ ~ui your fi;er~tt'h, 

· or (hake ~our gr~ndm ,like 'pt~ny of JO':tr N•r:. 
thtr'n dia\tcts. A'ri& then it has abundauce of 
llebr'iw ~rds i~re'rroixed, •n.d· -~ the hol.r 
m~~ .~ng, _op~rfeclly1 matlc:r '!( f:b.e : Oritll,lals 
~before, 1in9s it -an ·eafy matte~ to attaln ~ 
Cam6ro Britannic. I verily believe, that .J~ 

dam fpoke fomething of the TPtljh. toqguc 
in paradife,: when he was ta\li.ing- to the brutes' 
-and it is' my firm opinion~ fhat every 'hiiliop 
·o.f a w~~ dioc~fe, is qual~fi~<:i, _to' ~n~~~ ~j, 
'flock, to· preach' -and pray tn the language of 
the country ; l am fure the lafi gorJd lord ot 
'-St. Da'Vids \Vas~ for hif \vas a mighty tit~ 
fhmr· of tongues. The prelates of· -WaltJ~ 
mun, and do preatb and pr~y, in feafon, and 

---out of feafon, or clfe, what_ do they do there t 
A bilhop'ric is as much, or rather more a erdi 
t>f fouls, than a parfonage or vicarage, and 1t 
·would be fir:10ge tbey fbould cloath theml'elvts 
V.~m the ·woo11 aoa ·take DO care of fee\iil'lg the 
· · H a flock; 
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.iock; but to pt«h, or tr.IIJ to tJic.pcoplc io 
an flllhuunt toope, would be ~· .dow· 
11ght j#PtrJ I . . . · .. 
' D; It would ro_.· tint .not .to ~ur,gc _lhia;fur• 
-ther at prefeot, I caaaot 'be altogethcJ" .of Jc­
epinloo, that the.l>Uhops in 'IP11l11 uDdcrRaDd 
tbe language of the counbJ, . for lba,tc a.Jittle 
book in my liwttrr, (as you are plcafcd to call 
it) that giv~ a quite dill'crent account of this 
matter, and fikcwife . of the l»fpit11litJ .that il 
fit ftrftd · (iS jon fay) io the palaces of li}Hps 
of that (ountry, either when they do, or de 
JIOt rcfide in their dioccAs. You bow w 
Hbopric of It, DtJfliJs I' . · 

B. I bad the hoDOUI' to be ~ bJ .chat 
.UOCcfe ; it is a fee of a tcry large extcat. :ao4 
takes ki the counties' of' PtmiTIIt • .C.irnw· 
tbnr, Cttrmgt~n.; llrmn~ ·-aad aU Rlldnw, ~ 
C:ept Gx pari'd1es, a conlidcrab1e ~3rt .of Glti­
tMrgtmjhirr, and many pari!bes in the .cou .... 
pes· of Ht",.tjord and ~h; 0 it .is a CUr 

rKHis lne bifbopric t 
D. The book I fpake of 1s ca1Jed, 4 t~ilfJJ 

lj' the jlatt ... rtligiDn i11 tht Ji~e'.fo 6f St~ 
DaYids~ it was written bf ·a thtlor if Jit~i11it1 
in that principality, and hia obfcrvations are 

· founded upon his ow.n knowledge ; here i.s 
foch a fcene of mifery and difirefs, of bar­
b3rifm and barbarity, fuch fcandalous .abufo 
,of difcipUne and church power! ·but it is ao 

/ woodcr. 
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WlmBer, . for a J'Pt(/h bifh~pric is ~OM1JIPD!J 
110' inore thtii a jf.pgap, · an lan!ft of bi.ahe~ 
promotion•; you feJdom Bod a bilhop die ia· 
potfel!ion of a · ~ in. that couinry, they ~OP,C 
not to- Continue there long, they have llQ 

rime. if drey bad aa · inclination, to JQike 
themfelves acquainted witfi their tltr1J, or tb~r 
people; foi:ne never go tltere at all, and others 
,ut emce-, or' '£0, to take pofi'effion, •to fettle 
dteir '·rents, ·and: receive their prefents, they go· 
in fnng, and fo they ao out; they keep their 
ewn counfel, . their }lonfes are tumbling down~ 
and fo there is no 'pretence fOr refidenc~, one. 
fncceeds another, and takes ~biogs· as he fiodt · 
them; · alttr tt irltm I th~ country lies in a 
remote corner of the Uland• not much fre• 
-quented'or inquire,r:after r tlit gentry and peo• 
pic. of fafhion· m-ake no~omplaint; they errjoy­
their impropriatioos, an-d geoerallJ live-in ·Lo114 
Jon, ·aad fpend their money ther<:\ or in other 
places at a dUlance, and do not regard how 
the · livings arc ferved, how the people are 
taught, and how the tltrg1 are ftarved ; but I 
wm reach · th-e book, here it is, I remarked 
rome particular patfages, that made my heart 
bleed-and firfl, doaor, for your bojpitalitJ 
in the bifhop's palace at St. Dti'Vitls. 
· · E. 1 never was at St. DtrUids, bat r hue· 
been received ~th great hofiitality, and.drunk" 
Yf:ry geqtJ flit, at the palace of A!"'PII"· 
. · · E l. D •. 
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.~ •. TQ ~~ tbenJ ~St. Dt~flilit, · o'-~-4 
~ celobfl\ted ~ea~ of l~roing, .· ~n~ ~~ W. 
~ 1114/Jr of. the ~fet, once the happy abQcl4 
~ - as. of Q¥r ar&hbifll¥s and hijhfls, f~ of oua 
' ~re.hdia~ons,; canons a~ · pr~•mwits, ~. 
'wc:re encoura~d, . and· t;houg.ht thCIIDfelus. 
' obliged to maintai.n th~ honour of religion~ 
~ to atteod the. fervice of their church, to rc.• 
•, pair tbeir ·fabric, aad their lloufcs cmlita~J,, 
~ ~o fpend the r.eft of their revenaea ia 1uf 
~ pita/ity and· c~arit?, in. kiQdly ~.elcoming~ 

' and entertain\Jlg pio~ vifitors. and ftrangers, 
' ~d relie\'fbg the poor as. libc;rally. Tbefe 
~ were tae good ~udable. praCHces of the an• 
'ciegt times : but 9)as ! what/ ao amazing_ 
~ change has now be~allen us ; the college o£­
' our lludents is ~ng ~nee dilrolved, a great 
•, part of. ou& tilcr.cd ·aod moft aocicnt ct~th~ . 
~ drq_/ is in ruhba_ge, and of th' bi.fbol',· Pfl~ 
\~u. dae!e is. n~thing to be f,eq, b~~ Jla,uly 
', ntins. and al.lllot\ all the habitations of our • • • . •. • -c • •' 

c._ dJgnitaries demolil})ed, fp that .they ha':e ill a; 
4• ~a1,1ner l#t U?, and coofeq~ently ho/p.i.talitJ., 
'. and charity,_ ~r~ g~~~ aw.ay t~o, an.d tho. 

·~ ~arks of fo~f~eo PQ~erty aJ;tti d¥ol~tioo.. 
' fec:rn tp overfpr,ead the_ ~h.-;>'c; oeigh~u_r~ 
' hood ; th~re r~qta,ips ~~~~ any tbif;lg· ~fictq.. 
' poor lodgings, for t~c chapter t~ k~ep t~eir;. 
'· (lttd,il, fot a; wec!c or a f~rtn\g~~ ~ ~~· 1'!1¥."'1: 
c tidt, ~~ ~~. Vf.t; ~e tp ~pe..c f~r tb,e p~~-

. ' (iuq. 
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t fGre . of 'fetiag fhCIIII B0 mere tltt the next: 
.. feafoo comet'agaitrt' That it' as IDKh ·as to· 
liy, that tbf'1 come. ente a .year to ftteift. 
their aODey; aad tbe drurclf; a«d the- palace·, 
IMMI· the cathedral, all~' the fenice, hlfpit111ity:: 
lDCI t:Hrily IDilJ' go The poor coo• 
tioue aaked; 1ilifenbJe; ami- ofn.tlieved, the' . 
~ILUC if· carritd away to LC1fi}Q;,, aDd t other 
places!~. nene of it is fcauered upcm the ground 
ftoa wflCilCe it ca~. it is ooofomed '.ia ~thcr 
diocefes amoos. fGI!eigners, commonly in a 
jl.unly tAflldttrl ri11011s- w.y of living, or an .,._.,tl affinati~n of g~eatoefs; -for few of-
thofe furt of tin-y. die· W~1th a lbtning, but 
JeaYC their families· in: tbt · utllloft mifery and 
diftrcfs ; u they ar~ gcntraUy vain, igno:·ant"; 
and baughtJ, fo ttley are expen6ve, prodigal, 
and waftefoJ; They fwagger among the little 
aurates, aed the gaping clowns in the conotry~­
'IJlticr· the title of., Mr. DeiHl, Mr. "'i&Uttteon i· 
with this diftinaiOO<·· they llrat io a titu p11gi· 
il· they cban« t~ writ~ a jil/1 pmnphltt or print: 
a--Jltlm f"''"n·, bot as for the funflions Of· 
their · ofice, to vifJt their juri:fdUHoru., and re-­
gulate the difordora · of it ; ~GIIlWJ cares forw 
I\Oilct of &hefe. tbiAga. And tbct tafo.I am afraicl~ 
il-moch the fame ia all.• tbc oaber bUhoprica· 
of the -principality. 
, ·E. Go :OD, haYe yeu _, more f I lhall· 

CIIIIOCWCI' yoa.by• b~. 
E +·· D; 



8~ _'!'be .PiDars "P.UESTCR.W'f' 

. . D. Truly 1 have mac:b 111orc thllll ·I COQ!k 
:with. . T.he fa01e pious regard obfcrvcd_ in Wp­
wWog bofpitality in the ~ of Jhc. /,iJJtlt, 
appears . ootodoufiy ill -~iag up the. h.t,fos 
.of the ttzr«hilll. cllrgy., •and provi4ing them 
habitatioas eo,mfortable and pr.oper for thcis 
re1ideocc and abode; the cafe; in fuort, is 
this_. ' _Did you but fee what very f~ry anti 
( mean .cott.lgcs. (if aDJ) that are left .for _,.,._ 
~ )&1f111t aed flitllf"l' hopfct ? .Io .moft. plrilJae$ 

. • there arc. DO provi6oos of aoy kiDd for .thu 
~ ufet DO glebe., DO ground to baiJd UpoD j 

' but where there are any, they arc commoa· 
4 ly (o mean .and iaconvenient, as .. that tho 
• clergy. poor as they are, caaoot tltiok them 
c habitable for thcmfelves, aad-1 therefor.e .arc 
~ obliged to part with, thcra·. to aoy ol)e thaJ 
• •ill pleafe to rest them; bu.t very o(tep the): 
' fo~ll . tQ. t~ jtJttln•s Jot. who to get a forry 
' maintenance is allowed the privilege of felling 
• tJ/1 by the thurch-yard 1ide.' 

E. How. c.an this be, when to my .. know· 
~Jge there be f4> many r-~tls and finus io. 
tla.al CQUOtry rCl\dy, at oond ?-· W.hen the ortb· 
M.acfltls of t-he diacefe •. aad the rwal d14111, 
who aliC o1ficers under. them, ·arc folcmo!y 
appointed to viut the. houfes<of the clergy, 
and to order the repairing of, them, that they· 
may be kept io ordu, aod not be fuft"ered lQ 

ru11 to tuiQ. The biOlops have. authority tQ. 

· 'omset. 
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compel the ;,..,n~~~w to lilld a fuitable ha ... 
bitttioo· for his carate, as well as to provld~ · 
him a tomfortable Jlllioteoanc:e ; the .m.u.­
'- iJ •II,. ltflba qijttpl, u ~the' .u.,.. it the 
odler J he 'J. oDe of. the 'J'S·of·the bUbo~· 
ad his . jari6aloa · ateodt ~biefy to thefo 
..a.irs J if the hoafe of the minifiet be .oul' 
of repeir, the churchwardeas are' obliged to­
pn:fat it at the vifiaatioD, · aocl the •rd11lt«•• · 
is baluld-co tab. cogplzaDce d it, aad to pw-
Yicle-agaia(Hr.... . . 

D. What . Jigai&es ~ wllcre . the · power - ~ 
lodged, . ..if it .. be DPQ exccu.sed l The an:h­
doatODs--do-.·aet•nofok,. though they are 9b­
li•d te relidenc.- . by -Jaw; . and the "biibof•· · 
take no care to compcl.them to it. W~ttfm.· 
icl his · Co.p/'tllt./'llnlm!Jmt· (which I . bought. 
when I ·was. chrmhwttrth") fays. exprefly~ ·if.· 
a.a ttrt!Jtltacm . be wilfolb abfcntArom his dig­
n_ify for the .fp-.ce o£ a· D'lth tosetber, or 
for the fpace,of two mmtis.,_ .to be- accounted . 
at-· feTenl .times in the f pace of · one · year, 
and for futb a time refides io· any. other place, 
be. Jball.-for . every_ {och· default•· forfeit 1111 

P'!•'uls. What. havock would the execution . 
of. this law make amllng the ll'i(fh archdea­
l»DS, and among .man.y ·of -the Englfh ones 
too? What advantages would accrue to rcli· 
g~n, what fc:~udalous imputations would be 
~oced by the confiant enforcing . gf it?· "Jt is 

- E . s. · the~ 
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the!r. duty to ~ifi' two y~a in· ·thre,, ,..lf/. 
tltey cha•-=~ to. C:.OQll: ia~p l.he ~i~ct a~ aJlj. 
they do not hold · their flijitQti'"' ill aay ~:­
gular manner, fo tb•t ~itbet· dl:rgJ tar pea". 
pie know when, or where. or how co "~piJ,. 
An •rcblltaclltl may be •e of 1lae. tX_s of IJae·. 
bUhog, yet that oiicer. maft have ll WJ. 
AroDg fight to . fee from HigbgiiU, into C.r·· 
diga,foir~. ADd tbeD to help the matter,-. 
the bilhop, who feldom . rl.{li11 -~~~ ttll, .ome.· 
times holds 80 111'thdtllC011? Of two; along·, 
wlth his bHbopric, aDd fo depri\res 'the church· 
gf that ufeful .. officer, whea there are muy: 
•aluable clergymen hi the diocefe (notwith~· 
.ftandiog the poverty and . diClrefs' of mo.li of: 
them) who . are well (!.uali6.ed to 6U the place,' 
and difcharge the. dudes of· it. The. biilioi· 
of Bangor (I thi_nk) is archdeacon of Ba11· 
gw and' archdeaco~ of Angltftj; the bilhop:­
of St. Afop~ is archdeacon· likewife of St • . 
Afoph; what a monfirous thing is thi~?. What• 
a firange a~cumnlation of pref~rments, in their · 
own natures utterly inconfiaent and untena· 
b1e, · ando of the moft fatal tendency to the 
d.ifcipline and good order of the dioc~fe~ the,· . 
c:lcrgy and ve~e.Jet If· t~y appoint archdea­
cons, they do DOt oblige th.em . tO rtjidt, Ot 

hold their vlfitations, as the Jaw requires;. 
and if they are archdea~ons themfelvu, it is-. 
ianpoffible the1 lhould do, their duty in that ' 

~lftu, 
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· ""- ·WMQ, aa they ate bUSps~. t~. do opt· 

li.Y.e in their di~fe,. and confcque~tlJ cann.ot: 
b-. abfcat ftl lti~ :Jqd prcfeat as archdea .. 
®at: •• the . ._ t~.; ud yet IP•tfin de• 
ctl~· i~ 'Rr ~w, that thQJJ&h a~bllh.op pei:: 
hqa -- D.Qt titd .to reiideoce., b}" the Jlatut~ 
of the. ~dl of H. VIU~ y.ct he ia thereto qb­
.d bJ tultfiflii,a.l /pw~. and mar be com• 
eeJl&d l9 ~ecp relideocc by· mltfiajlhal tin- . 
/wq. ·An!) if -.. bithop bold io cC,mdam · 
~·· ~~r.cbd#llconr,, tl.t~nny, or like inferior dig­
Jlity., partoo~~e or 1icarage, witb.bis bi{hopric~ · 
~.is pQiiJ;iabie by the fame ftatute, if accordi 
ing to t]Je fa~e, be ~e not refident upon fucb ·. 
diinuy, parfonag<t or 11icarage, and that thouglr· 
he be con!lantly refrdent upon his bifliopric, 
~ ~all not · be excnfed thereby. But · the 
difficulty is, bow to put thefe laws properly· 
.ia ex.e~ution·. The bifhops difpenfe· with the· 
J:eudence ~f their archdeacons, and it would·' 
~e !lr.ange they lbould infift up()n' .it, wlie&· 
they make fo light ,a matter of' difpenling with· 
their own ; but (as the poet fweetly warbles). 
dtfmdit nNmtrus jutrlltZfjlll umbont phalangts. 

E. Is the man mad? What a terrible thing~ 
would it be to fee a biffiop txt:ommunicared by'-
b\s metropolitan for non-rejidtnt:t? . 

JJ . I cannot hdp that. And' now 1 am:. 
t~pon this fubjea, I mui\ take notice, that the 
~Op$1 conftious ·of their own .negle!k of·. rt· 

E 6. flikn.e• 
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flienu, arc obliged as it were to difpeofc wktt. 
the rljitiau' of. thofe parochial clergy, whofe<­
Jtvillgs- are fuJ!i&in.t to afbrd them a hand_. 
fomc and comfC)rtablc maiotcoaoce; for thoug~ 
many c.hurchts are ftript of·· their ·revenues • 
a ~eptbrablc-manller, yet fome of them· (I hoe­
heard) do tlilt enjOy their fllilmd~W~~UIIIs, and' · 
afford . proviGoo for the incumbents whereby· 
they may ·live repntably upon the fpot, and · 
do good fervice to religion, and fuppo'rt their · 
c:haraC\er with credit and boooar. Bat thefc 
fort of clergy lea.vc their. Jl~kt tQ wretchecl:• 
mik:rable hirtlings7 and· run -out of'tbt C:OUO•. 

try into a. w11rm~r fon, and hunt after prefer .. -
ments generally . in LmdM; there they cret'p~. 
into cttracitS, . and little !tllur(s,. (and their. 
moddly witt .foQletim!=J raife tlie.m into a ~t·· 
try eopular thPplainfo.ip 1 where their broken . . 
aod unintclligible Englijh, and their fqueak• 
iog Wt/fo dialea . give great. otfenc:e to all fe:-· 
riou' · and devout chrifiians, -and. adminiller .. 
mirth and ·mockery . to giggling ,tirls and yfJunt, 
fill~ws, who make their rtading and prtachi"tt, 
llBd even their common converfation, .a matter 
of fport and ridicule, 

E. What is that yQ.u faJ, . Sir:? DO· not 
l fpeak as proper. Eng/if~! . as any of you' 
all, though I would not forg~ ·my Weifo., 
foF nJ). · ~our llnfey woolfey_. mung_rd . gibht; 

D ... 
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' ..rO. 'I"ROI)OXY jllai:;,..-· . t~ 
. D. Y oa; Sir; ha'ft had the dnnttge- Gf • a~ 

, good education ; your language iso polilhed by-,· 
kffpiog die heft of company; you .dine -once­
It"· year with the dolloJL of the · parifb, your . 
-accent i' fofiened"by your frequent fpeakibg·ili. 
public. I bne heard you-preach at St. An-­
th•/i,•s in a morning, with the general ap­
plaak of·that elegant and difiinguilhing alJem..i. 
bly. . You fhall sow fee what regard-· 
irhad by··thefe Jpiritul·tftlll',., &o--thc-~­
tniC] · aDd mrw,illtcJ · of divine worfhip,: by 
taking a (bert: fu"ey of-the mtfenbleant\.ruiaou~ 
condition of the partJChilll cburthll in •that eoun"' . 
try. • Some churches aro totaJJJ negleded,· 
·' and ·very· rarely, if at -aU, ha-.. aay. fcrviccr · 
'ferformotl in -the~ aDd w~icht if they are 
~-eot converted to-Mints md Jl•lu1, do onlJI 
' fe"e for the folitary· habitation& of .wist. 
"And jocltiiiWI • . · In · fome plac:ts we have · 
' tbilrthll without clx.mu.'s~ in others we have 
• but fome piece of a church, that ill,· one: 
' end, or a fiJ, ifo1 a-Dd the clefoJate appear.-
' ance of moft of · thofe ·tlrat · are yet ftand_. 
'ing, fpeak how diffic~tlt' they· fubli.G, and 
• how miferabJy they .are negleiled. In fomc 
'not only the bells are 'taken away, but the . 
•·towers are demolifhed,- and ·in .many others;• 
• there are fcarce any feats, c:xc:ept here and . 
•·there a few ill · contrived and broken .jl~t~/t 

• *·-6111&hts; their little windiWt- are with·· 
~ 0&1... 



·~- 91f ,..., ¥'..J;l-..s~l1't~~ 
•·oq~ g}l(s 'P4. ~pe4 w.itla boa~,--~~ -
4·or la.~~ ; t~dr roof~ decaying, to~&gt 
•·a~4 J.ealsy; \heir wa;Ils ~,..mcntldf~ ao¢.' 
' ~f~us. aa4 m-y of~11 wi~-t · •lltr 
'•or. nW(kr s ~4. ~h~r Jlws r.i4F.f· up witll 
•·lffi!fflll ,.~ wiJhou;t. ~,, ~tqqents ~~ ­
~· q;Iy; cqvg.ed: 9fitb a. few: r~s~ ~icl.· yee. 
'. ~ fo . ~!WY Pf1r«~t4l 'bur~ts am{ cba .. 

· ., f.ds of tb.~ biQIQp,s ~s; a,4 · of aJmoW­
. ':"U tae. p~rf~>.\l!lSC houfes· in the . dt~efe; iv 
~: Jjlig~~ well t~P.t wu. t~ · thi~~, thar W« 
'-lwtl4i.P in. the r~d o£ th' 'T' lfds 11,\ld &to 
'· retqs. iP fQI!ill& c;f_ t~ir- wil4 e~-u.-fiops_ . 
'·or th~t w~ had but "~Y· lat~IJ pe~d tlitt 
~ diligen~c and refoc~tlGllll of ao 0/itlrriw 
"'arzpJ,' Such arc the: bldlbd elfctae of tlteo­
~uc adainif/ration of pd/J· tiifi~ ia that< 
~~untry ! fuch ---:--

E. What is tftc man·talkiag.of..r I do ~•· 
fay our churcbet . io Waits, are. as .fine a,. 
}.Qurs. in Londm,; aad adorned whb pitfun•· 
~¥Jd p4int;111s, and · God k_oows wba.t.; it is· 
!Wt the fQa/ls, or· the btlls, or tbe. Plflls. that; 
!Jiake a chu.rch. Ji)o not yoa: read, that M.ofts 
~~.e the altar o{ ~rnt-otfering of tartb and' 
.r:oug~ ll{lhewnjltJnis.? Our churches arc built 
of _the very f~me; there is a.grut deal of p/ai111 
nefs aod: fim;litiJJ in th~, nothmg to dra\111· 
the ey.e~ of the. coogregatioa. in~o fJ~~wjiit~lfl· 
~ i,I~/g~ry.. . • 

b;• 



"''""~"~ ,.,.. ., x~~~~;. JP~.~~fff~~~ ~at 
~ !ort· of, 9fu ~~ apppjnfFd m th~:.f~· 
AtP/t¥ 'PWtf.~es._ ~s M: ~· t~~ YQit ~JJil~ 
C9Jnm.AAt . JQ\llijl qp~ ~- t~ copttt~y. ~~<l 
--c. ~-t, mq. ~ -_ q~~r~t,t. ~P. lJW the 
defcripaioa ~£: "·. TfF1/PJ _ Mtfl', . ' l.Q {P,wo 
~ plfml t~ Wifiif". (~_~icc; is: ~tJ.l:IJ difJ,J~~,d.< 
t-tbcr~ ve. qther: f9.~-. JP¥ .. ~,bcJ~4 ~Q · 
4 lw. bJat ~~ ~~ ~- ~F-C: ~~~ feY~.ra\ 
''~bq~~ Tt'll~r9 ~- yc=. ~-t; (a(eJy., i( at· 
~ aU, ~. &Met wi~h Pr•cl!i~1 ~I"Pifll!l• oc · 
~,adDlit.W.fitag ~~ ~11-:J '~~~~- In 'otb~rs, . 
~·tptdcr~i~of. ·~ maF!f~ti~ bP.t. p~t!J rCll~,. 
'•DR. ~h ~r~¥.',. ~~t ~e:- a. ~O.'I!h, .. or, 
~-o~ iA ~. ggpr~ of a ye~·; ~ is. it in.de(4· 
' r'w¥b.\t to.· e~Pf~ tJlat t~ey; fuoutd be;· 
~-~c;ner f~rvt,ctl, w.hi~ t9c ilipen.,. allowed f<>r; · 
~ th.~. f~i~~ of tq~~ ~e fC?. (IJ)alJ; that ~ , 
c I'QO~ "~rat~ m\111 fometi~! fabmit to fcrv~ 
'U,:,.,~ or ft~r churche&. fot; ttn or tuJliVI;·· 
'·poqods a ~ar, aa~ that, perba~, when they. 
c .,c; ~ as~ ~a,y ~ di.Raot from ca~l\ ' 
c.at.her.. .Ani· when · it is-- thus wilb th~. 
"·wb.b what order, or regidarity' are they ~a-: 
' pabtc o( doing , t~t ~~ic;c ? 'And· having 
• ~ ·little tia\C., ~n4 fo, man,-. pJaces to au.encl• 
~-upM. ho.,_ pr~ie,ita.,ely, and if as out of 
~ - bc:~ath, arc _\My·. ol>iigcd t~ read the prayers, 
• 'or tO· a-tea a~J,4,: aJ?ri~ge them ? An~ what· 

I· ··~ han .. thq., Ql) tl}*. co_DQ.l:~tiP.~. ~a. -
1 'compofc 

! " 

l. 

• 



1 
• 'CCJIIlpofe themfelvea for their detOtioa. while 

... 9'11 P"dlars I/ PiaiTDAPT' 

• thus forced · to a kiod of perpetual motion,.. 
1
. 

• ·and like haf.\y· itineraatt, tO' horTf frala. 
• place t() placel There is no time bocl'to- .! 
c -go to church, fo ·it bt oa s_.,; fo that' 
• the poor man ·maft begin at any time ·with· 
• ·u JQany as are at band, fooaer or later, u 

· c ·be can perform his mmd. He· thea ab­
• 'tUptly huddles over u many prayers as· may·· 

· ' 'be in half ·an hour's time, and then returnr · 
• 'again .. to his road ' failing,· till be bas dif-· 
c patched his circuit, · and that wearioefs or 
•:d:lrknefs obliges him to reft, or perhaps.­
• for want of a ·little oecdJ'ary refrefhmeat at 
' ·home, to go wh~ri be ought not, where . 
1 1t is odds, . btlt be will · meet with· many 
' bf his cong~gatioil ; who, Wbm ··their· fhort · 
• fcrvice ·is over,- are ·too apt to think rhemJ 

I 

• fel1es at liberty ·to fpcod the remaiaiog ·part · 
' of the day att an "llltbouft, or at·fame paRime 
• r>r diverfion, as they ··are· difpofed-. What· 
• hifpillzliiJ to neighbours, ·or ·to .. ftrange,rs, or. 
'charity, to the poor, can tbey alford to giYe,­
' who are themfclfts. fo very il1digent as to · 
' be moll iii the need of chtwit!' How-conform• 
• able to the ·canons in- their· ·tklji ani IM-· 
• 'IJits, fuch as are required, and becoming of. 
' their ordtts, tJiz.· iQ their · gouwr- . and c...tfttt· 
' are they capable · ·of ·appearing wbtn . their 
c mean falaries ·will · fearcc alford :them jbu1 . 

·' aod i 
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. ·-OATR~DOXY J-&flr! 1, 
c;'adfittlints.f' It fcems~ they litw-t ·obey 
die etaog.clic:al prc:ce:rt : tbey pra.ido DCia,ba 
pti oor jil.flw. _._.fcrip for tbok joeney9 

eeither: ,_ ·t~t~ts, ocithet j/JHs; alaa! -~ 
.bue. fcarce doaths to. cover t.bcir aakeciDCfa 4 
wbcoce comes· the commoo pronrb, .4s ,.,_ 
gtd 111 • WeUh carate. Would aot aoy 
mao of feof~ aod commoo piety tlaod amazed, 
laow fach . Wr-etch~ could' ever get into .,.... 
J,, 1· Hew a. !Jijhlp could devote facia igoo­
t•t -poor creatures to miei4ler io heJy thiap l 
What a fort of tntrti,.tion muft pa& -apon 
them before they are erdaiDed ~ A. ~ijhtp is 
commaodec:t to Jay bands fl11ltl111t, oo DO mao,. 
without a ftrill- inquiry into his life and abi­
lities ~ but furely be could not upon tbc Jeaft 
Jtlikr•til., lay bands upon fuch itintrant tJa­
gaillnd hirelings as thefe. But fo it is,.- and 
·with a good confcience n_o doubt And 
now, as this wo~:thy writer obfe"es, 'What 
'daRflian knowledge, what tenfe of piety, 
c what value for relision ar.e we reafooablr. 

· • to hope for in a tountry thus abandoned. 
• w.hen perwns ar.e ordaioed that are· con-
' ·temptible in theJDfelves, whea aoy. little 
c •-11~ illl'itl11 fiiHol-•'!fln, a gent1cmao•s IIIII-
' kr, a t~W~ntthtml, or what not, ihall be fo 
' tl¥a11J ad~hted to commence thrls, on the, 
'- preniJiD&.IDcrit_ oolJ., perhaP.fi. af _fome po­
" tcllt illfr'P"illtW!s. rccomiDCBOUOD, who. .. 

6·maJl 



9i' ~ Rlirs ofhnHctt~ 
4-IR*Y be ·fellil'itGu&·for a ciNap Nl,., l1t' tt. 
Jo~k -ofF an ufiltftfirflfmll . · 

. What is the meaning of- that folhml thorz;. 
giftri uy. the /Jifh•P · to the ·arrhdmcon, when;.· 
k ·J'I'efents a perfoo to .· be wtlaiiUtl, eithc~:~ 
tluMM or lri'.ft• I 

r4fl iwJ lha,t tbl ~trfin w- Jill 14'(1111 
qwa. Uf Dl fll o.n4 nu,t f9r IUJ l~roiQsp• 
~d go~IJ W,QJ(er[atiQP, to urv•ifi bis. mi· 
Jlillry ql(.]} to tbt ho11~r of Glt/1. Rlltl tiJ.; 
¢jiclltiol# '!{ b.is ,hv.rch. 

]; havt '"9ulrttl of him (l'Ja alfo IXtlltUift'! 

hfm and thi_nk hiiiJ fo IIJ lu. 

'Wlill.t i! the intention-· of the a".fwtf' gh'ell!; 
by the /;ifl.op 'tlell to the tirchhijhop, wh~n he.; 
ii confitrattd ? . 

Will you "'.faithful i, ordaining, f¢D.dl.ng.,, 
or, lay!Pg.h.apds uprm dhm ~, · 

A;nf~~r· 

:L"Ul.iHM-fo bythtbt/fifGiJ. 



I 

••• '111 .. -0aA~P~tli'M. ~ 9JJ 
llow·A.w:~ ;,·fo . ~.M· or~~­

k11P¥ts WbR~C f~IID3 ~nc.-., ~d a,«. 
ilt'NWIVe iJJ PY We If>· ~q, fHMr fR ~;.. 
OJ tp t#Jy -~ f:~.l 
· W.hen J r~~ pepn tMf~ ~~Jisst ~ a~ ~ 
~ly co9f'?:ll~4e~ . tACJ ~ R~~r be r~ 
c:iled. I 'i!'IJ fllf ~ aaqre, than t~ ~ · 
dlefp miferies, _all thefe prop_ba~i~AS a~cJ · 
fa.n4als, it ~ in the POW~" <! the bifoap ~d· 
~is officers, ~n a grc~t ~f~-1= to re~e4Y ancJ 
fuppreCs; tl\ere are l~'!VS tp fup.,pprt them i~ · 
~~e execut~~ of· tbJ:ir dwy, tb!c canf~'i\\C•~ 
ml\fl th~refore Ue a~ ~ir owo dQ9~· · 

E. Jletw~n you A,l}d l, .tvfr. DJ,fon, I a~ . 
afraid this is tqo tr~~ t hpt I ~g.. of y.oq f9f 
!~ lpv~ of God, apd oqt of r~fpea to tho. 
~1Mb, that yoQ would not {~y Co m~ch •~rQ•d • 
0 tell it .not ill Gatk I 
~; Y ~D; .. c~~· nq)V. tq t~ ~~rurd ~4· 

io~~~np~ Prt~Jc9 ~~ h4?ly ~~ (I!IJ J!)U qlJ­
them) who accept of bifhopf\cs ip ltf.t~/p1 Yf~~!J-· 
they are utterly, aud in any ftnfe. Incapable: 

• of doing their dJ,ity., bccaafc they do oot 
rwktf!and tiN ltm.twzgt of the people t~ey are 
to inft~!J~; .h9w 'can. thCf. (as the 9ffice of 
confecratioll: enjoins) imJ the fteck; ·~v~' which 
the Holy ·Gh6}1. ~~4 pt~de ··them · overfeers, 
~d for \fhic~ Ck~ift ~ied, ~ow ca~ th~ iheep 
!'bo~ th~ ~epherd's . ",;,,~ when they do not 

t.Q9w · the. lll~in~ o~ on: fi!~a/Jit he . ~:~. 



,. n, Pillars •/ PiUISTCRArr-

W"uh what revereacc aod complaceDcy mu& 
they recci"e his H111di8i1n, when he llkfPJ 
them in an •nluam t111gw t To fee a bUhopo 
Jay his haatl upon a penon's head, and mat• 
tet' a few words onr him "'' '' /11 utuhr· 
j/1111, Jookt more like a ctarm than a lk.ffutg• 
In tb. otftc:e of tMI}itrati1n, ~bd Almighty 
is addreJTed to endue the billlop 1le8 witl1· 
hil H•IJ Spirit. that he pr1aclfint t1re word 
may . DOl onty ~ earoeft to rtpMJt, ~~~m; 
and rtiJ•le with aD patience and· tltJ8ri11e, but 
alfo may be to fuch as believe, a whokfimer 
~Jtt~mp/1 in word and~ emwrfati,, Ste. Bat 
wtlat a fcene it thit, when be is appoilited• 
otrer the fouls of people, to whom· h·e · can· 
not {peak a word· to he unltrjlood, and is tit.: 

~1 bn:lipab!t to· reF"''; h!{tttlTo or rulllt. 
or to hold any manner of tMfJtrjmiti& witlf. 

, tbcm l What is the meaning oP this folhml 
qucftioa and infwer~ Diisth too JQJemn to Ia 
ufcd oolJ. for form t 

T,bc. uchbUhop. 

If/ill JOU. i'?Jirull. the Pt'Plt mnmiltttl 11 !«' 
.thart• (wbic:h.lhews a bilhopric is a curt 
of fouls) •rul uUJ •Pfll G.- fur tbe trill 
W'ltUrj/1111di"t './the firijt-res, fo as 1'-WIJ 
ht ablt 'bJthtm 11 pwuh aruJ tlthwt wid 
w/Mitji,, dtJllr;,,, . t111tl tt withjlllllll .­
qlfWrce tbi g~inffll!"' t : · 

Aa!wcr ... 



Aarwu • 

. 1 will "'fi ~J JM w; !I Gitl. 

11ow caa he tttuh aDd ·lrtt~tb, ut •· 
.,., wi~h wh91cfome do&iae, ~d .jDflraa 
Ce people;. witljlllnd JlDd Ulffli11U the pia,. 
{ayers in his di~ -whcD ,the .people per· 
haps, never .once .fa.w .th~ fac.e of .him, « .if 
they ba~, ·M. may .as weB talk &o them .in 
Arlllli,, and.be .as well.underftood l For God's 
fake, ;buc not bUhQPS fouls to .be lived 1 & 
religion a .thing rtlll, or is it priljlmtft aaci 
jugglillf, .and a .tralil to .Jive ~J 1 Ia tJUt #1 
no more .thaD .playing of a fartt, .or alli.ag 
.Of .a Jr;JJI Is God the f~rc tWtngw of brcacha 
.Of promife ana ira~ made and publiJhcd ia 
:his own moft ·&cred n•mt? What cao the 
.people think, or what refpell an .they en• 
·tertain of their paftors, when · But thit 
~!II wittr reprcfeots the cafe io a much 
;better light ; fhoog'b he fpcaks ·with great 
warioefs and cau1ion (for the fubjcfl it fcema 
is exceeding tmltr} yet be fays eooogb te 
cxpofe and explode 'fo unjufiifiable a cuftom, 
10 oppofite to common fenfe, . and which caa 

' admit Of no. glofi or fhadow of ~ .to#· 
.ccmmcod lt. ... 



,,_. -t]'he Pillars ·iif .Panr~c 1xvr 
. ' 

E. I wiih you had done with your ~DOT: ;for 
·lilY time is almoft· ._.. .. ·I espefi the tlt'Fl 
, every momeot. 

D. c Tu "~. of W'i/Jb ;jkeferments 
·• ·.to fuch u are whoUy 1gnoraot ··of lllc Jan. 
•· tloag~,· his-c'Oo~~&ted -not-~ :~ ·to.~ 

.. 4fltca1! ~a· tJiflbifmf ~ ol1r' tdfki~~ · 1lle 
· • bedtBt"S of ihoe lf»i,.cli ftleuid be attlprelf 
··•'for 11'0' orb~ ebd;- &U't' of btidg 11/iful aMi 
-t· dMDs tile· ~e" ·of ctic · c&~ whofe 
~ hnod!tbej_ eat\ it'tiei~ jaff ~ -equitib~ 
• tlr.tt' they ;~fd. ~ qaali~ed. fu\' rb:t! ·hf1 
.·c ·whCre' tHey r~e\1ti-- tbt p"tbfti} . 4ti1d· 1t c~.: 
J not be foppbfe'd that . they are' /o, . tin tfi'ey 

· • maJte· themfetves' initlligi~ to. the·, lloeki' 
~ t1\ey- ate to g!!ide aQd ~'Ver'fee'. .-¥or. as st. 

·;; P au/ 6ti(ei'Ves, when thi .. W,ie~ _q-·_ Um · thlit 
• fptoluth is not' ·llnd'tfJ!.tJof,· _tkn -h•(IJ .·!ie thai 

· • J}eals; and !Je i~at is /tokeiJ i-o, . '!r' · mutll· 
"'a16· bll'rb\irtan8· t~ it~i!i·· oihtr:i oand··-a- grr.ttei 
~. ye-t intinitely. than 5t: ~Pail!' ll.ath ·told us. 
-<"that rt o·ugb(to gQ into c-be - ~lleraaet oE 
c- a g~od }h'epiJ'tt:d, t'bat the: aleep ihou1d know 
-i his voice; · wbtcb p~aioly enough'·. iigoifie~ 
-~ that no one- can be {a\d to . be -an ufefut 
-c-lmd' ~fii/ po/lir wllofe Jpmli or 'lloiu · ~ 
-c unirfr;l/igibli to his people. . The reafoa of 
' the thing is fo clear · and unanf werable, as 

. ' that it is in . truth amazing,· that ombiti&ic 
'~Celf1 with all :its fubtle ~nvenHons, fhould 

' tt.iat 



-~. O~!lOBOII:Y fo.~.-. _ ;96. 
"thi.nk to find, ~ut arpments toJuilifJ the. 
A. contr.arY:~ fot-. or what D(C tc:atl . IOJ .OBC -be. 

! ,I (let hi~ /earning .in O,h~ · relpeds be CVCr 
·'..fo areat) SO /nflrull, AaDd tN&h· ahefe WhOA 

' lhC cai)D()f JJ,~j &o ?. And therefore what 
· ·' lleoefit ato tho _ pcopic · to eMpea · . at to. 

'know.Jedse, or iaformation. from ·the mini· 
• llry of fuch, w)lo CI.J1 :Qekhcr . p,.,ach. uor. 

:4 prt~~J fo .as to be . "•tilrjl01d by them l ··Will 
•4:after·•• ~e. dtat · thorc. :~d. Mik 
·' among. tbe .l~, ud the koowing.. ~ 
'who fhould .JlOt.doaht of diw fufficienc:}' 

·'.for, or of tbeir ~uJDefs -io, the· difcharge. 
' of dtis · ~ll fiumn,. trujl, :without either. 
·' llll•trflllruling the .langoagt, or eYCll [11i"t . 
:' .th# /IIUI . of t})ofe t.hey . .are. fpidtually to 
·' ft1d .ao,d. Ofll1"ju.?. While . things. continue 
·' thus. wit~ .what kind of decency can we 
' .declaim againft the popijb. pra8icc of tla&h-

. -4 .ing . men, it is. nei~he.r ,necelfary thqr nlauJd' 
·' rtad the·fcriptures, nor undtr:JianJ die prayerss 

4 w.heo ·what amQUDts to .fo much the fame· 
.4 :thing,. and is fo like · it~ is .p~ac\ifed .and 
' .allowed. among ourfeJves, .. by affigning pa­
'jlors that arc u11iflfiNigibl1 JO. tbeir congre· · 
, &Atbn r 
.. e, pn IllY word, .. yoor author fpea.Ks good 

~~fe. his obfenations are juft ; and whatever 
~ J>(~ . the· 'praClic;e of late in filling . the 
W.cJ~,bHbqprics with ,pafiorJ that areJiran~rs : 

to· 



.1go !fhe 'Pillars Df Pa. iESTca A.rr 
·to the language, yet tha~ the cafe wu othcr­
·9ife formerly, appears by aD aa pafl"ed in th"e 
reip of CIHirks II. whiCh · enjoins, that the 
· ~ifhops of Htrt.fortl, St. Dllflids, 1/fop!J, Btm· 
gor, and Lmulaff, aod fheir JwttJ/m, tball 
ta"e fuch order amongthemfelves, for the foul's 

· health ofthe·ftotln:ommitcd to ·tbdr charge, 
that the lit~~ro of the church of E•gl•ntl, be 
tr•IJ and t:tlllllj tranOated into the Britijh or 
ll'i/jiJ tongue, and the fame fo tran!atetl,- aud 
by them, or any ·three of tbem at leal, flilfll­

·'111, ptn~fiil, au'cl llhtil, be:imprintea, and the 
·whole di'fioe'fenice be ufed, and ·faid by the 
.minifters and curates ·throughout ·all IP tzhs, 
,jn the Britijh or Wi/jh tongue; ud therefore 
ut"illhat 'if a ·c:lerk be J>refcdted ·re, a church 
·jQ f/' Mtl, Who C!OCS •aOt U1Flt1j/anJ the fall­
'tllllge, ihe ·oraioary may lawfully r'f~tfi him, 
~caufe he is ineapablt of the cure. 

D. It ia certain bJ the ll!1 you mention, 
that bijh.ps were in tbofe days appointed to 
the Wtljb fees, who perfcaty 111llk'f1Hil -the 
language ; for to what purpoTe were they 
oraered to 'fJitW and f"ttfi fire tranflation of 
·the JitllrlJ, if they were not able to t~nder· 
jlflnd it? Their fum.ffirs, .by this aa, are 
likewife fuppofed te be capable from time to 
time to vitw, a~d ptruji, and fee the litltrgy 
imprinted in 11't'}h; and ·how fufficicnt the 
~refeut fit arc to difcharge, or ·attend fach 

a 



·' 
. a11d Oa THODOXY jha'kt1,1. 

:a..bqfiaefs may pe eafily coojee\ured, wheD I 
!believe aot one of them ca~ .-ead or under. 
·ftand ooe fentence in the ·wh~lc · book~ '· t 
fuld ~here' ia a d~(lso at .p.refent .to publiih a·. 
l¥ge impre.Gion of. Jl/_t/jh bibles uader the 
tlintlitm of the.h~lbqps of the ,principality; &en·.­
ckr.Jy . exprelfed I I fuould be glad to know 
wpich of them perr;fis the fr.ee!a, or ·corrc:,cu 
the prefs t .How fuocking.is·it to confider .that 
~e ·bible, on. which the falvation. of fo many 
tQ~uf;lnd$ depends, ·fuopld b~ left to the mercy 
of a hackney tranOator, to :tdd, to omit, or 
41lter what dochines he ,pleafes 1 What havoc 
may be made with the article of the Trinity 
at this rate.? And theo, with regard to the 
p~wer they have .bylaw to refufe a Clerk, who 
d9es.not tindetjland the lf?tl/h tongue, and to . 
k~ep -him out of the diocefe, and ·to fe.cure by . 
that means, that the divi~e fervice may be 
~rf9rmed in tN: 'language of the councry, they 

1 are fo far from exercifing this .authority, \vhere­
in religion· and the good of fouls are Co nearly 
c:~ncerned, dat they frequently .pn:fent to Jivw 
ings in their own gift, and admit by the pre­
fentation of others, fuch clerks as are Englijh­
mm, and fometimes r.ifugtts of other corm­
tries, ·who cannot fpeak', om jj!lable, and 
undedland as little of the language as ·tliem­
fe1ves. 

VOL. ·1. F 



9s Cfbe Pillars of PRIISTCRAFT. ·1 
• E. What th~ok you of Dr. Yrevor, the bi­

fltop of St. Davitls 1 There are maotfamili• 
of the 7'rt'IJ~rs in Wales. . 

D. That may be; but·Jet me go on with 
my book, I have almeft . done. ' Tile emi­

. ' .nently pious bithop BEDEL, when be wu­
' promoted to an lrijh fee, thought himfelf ob-

. 'liged to /tar• that language, · to which he 
• fo app.ied himfelf, as to be fo great a 
• mafier' of :it, and' foch a critic, as to correa a 
"'tranfi.ttion which he ordered to be made of 
',the DiJ ttjlmnmt into /rijh, .in order to 
' be joined with the lltw and the mn~MJ~-
' praytr, which were done · before. Having · 
• given this example in his own perfon, he 
' ·with the -more antl)ority could .require his 
' tltrtJ• as he accordingly eli~, to conform 
'themfelves unto it; he therefore plainly told 
·• them, that .fuch only ·he woold encourage and 
• .prefer there, who could './fttiate and prt~~eh .ill 
' the /rifo longuagt, which was, he faij, a qtra-
• lification abfo!uttly nut.ffary ia every .minit\cr 
·' that had •~e care of an lri/h congregation. 

• h waa qpon the fame .view, that is,« 
' being as :ufeful as poffibk: to his diocef~, 
' that the late mofi Jeo.rlu.i and piQUS ;biibop 
' LloJd of l~mjler, ·08 ,his .pro!D.otien to rhc 
' bHbo.pric of S!. Afap/J, thought ·it his t1t111 
' alfo to Jearn th.e language of the counrr..y, 

'Jo far_, .at leaft, as to· be able to rtpd .it, . co 
·' ad• 



t.d 0.. T~n" j}Jaim. ~9 
c -11dmiaijlw. the f~amcou, to coajlr"' them• . 

• 4 and to ~~~ f'G~licly amNg . dl41ll ia thtir 
4 ftWW IWI&Jie ; ·which 'lt'at .-"~MaO., not oot, 

~ ' to reDder him more iotwccablc, ·buc of 
• mipti}y eadeariag 'hitb to ~~~ pee pi~, whe 
'-could aot 1M iGTeoQio of the· goodbe{t, ao4 
• iiogolar coeldcbol'roo he ~d, by be• 
c iog at the paiu of INmiiiJ their labgaap, 
• for no otbor ftld, but tO 4bew his "CataeA: 
'odefir.cs of doing diem · more g•1d. Again, ·it 
' was upon the fame principle, (as I' am in­
' formed) that Dr. llratiford, the worthy anli 
' learned bithop of Cflrlijh, though !_here w~re 
~-many moti-ves to induce 1:Jim to it, did yet 
' decl1ne of accepbng a biiliopric in !Palls., 
• beca.ofe be was a jlrangtr to the. IIJnguage i 
c and that -be therefore coofcient.ioufly fear-eel 
• be ibould not be able to be fo uftful to his 
' diocefe, nor fG capable of ~difying and in-
4jlrut1ing them, as he thgught himfelf obligetL 
c to be!' What think you of fuch men as thefe-l 

E. Thofe were braYe men indeed; but I 
tdmire, Mr. Dc"fo'n, why gmtkmm of E11g­
Jand wilt give themfeWes the trouble, of learn­
ing a firange language, and dam bring with thelr 
portman!HJu's and ti~ok h•gs into the cold hillf 
-country of l.Yal-ts for bifoopr.ics, when there arc 
fo many of tbe natives, who are ufed to the 
roughnefs of the roads, and the tharpnefs of tho 
~~ that are fU'fficiently qualified by under-

f a ttan<iin,g 



!loo tfbe ·Pillars-of PIUESTCllA'FT, &r:. 
ftanding the Wt'./h tongue, to 'exettite that ve; 
ncrable office-; .for my n.tm part, I can only an­
fwer for myfelf; J:lhall bci always ready npori· 
the leaft notice, when God and my king lhili 
pleafe to call me to that laborious and impor-· 
tant truft ;, and I may fay without fNiflit~ 
but, I fee one of the 6tartrs coming; they fiaj 
for me in the church.yard; I moft take my }Q~,' 

D. Remember the pig to-.morrow. 
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• men to afl'omc to themfelves a power wllic:b heaven tra. 
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AD D R E S S 
TO Ti;IE 

Univerfity of O~ford. 

G £ H T L".l M! N, 

I Benn·e yon will agree with me, that it 
is fery, juft !lftd .reafooab~. to exped 
f,mcthiog urrctJmm1n, in a fermoo preach· 

ed btfore the UniverfitJ sf 0¥jtJrd~ the per­
Cons who are appointed to entertain fuch n 
Jcarned audience, being fupp~fed to be every 
way qualified for fuch an honourable employ • 

. This expeltation of· mine nalurally led me to 
purchafe and perufe. a fermon lately p~blifhed, 

, which recommended irfelf by being preached 
before that U11iv,rjity. I was pleafed with 
the hopes of being agr~eably entertained and 
infiruaed by an ~ddrds to fo learned and 
polite an audience; but how far, and· fot" 
what reafoos, I was d.ifappointed, wlli appear 

· by the fequel. · 
F+ • I 

•. 



I chufe, Gentlemen, to addrefs myfelf oo• 
this OC(afion to y~, who a_re undoubtedly 
the moa tompetent judges of an affair of this 
Dature ~- and becaufe I apprehend it is in. fome 
meafure in~umbent upon tlit Unifmjiiy, to nke 

·'"l:are that no iifcourfes lhould be preached before 
- thtm, at leaft net pu!lij)Nti io t;, worlti, whi<:h 

are tirficimt in poilll if jujl rtllfoning or tbtzritJ. 

Th,at the difcourfe ab"ove-mentioned is re­
markably deficient in both infiancesJ through:. 
out almoft every paragraph, is what, in my 
opinion, appears not difficult to. prove, .to the 
fatisfalHoa and coollicftion Of any, bot· thofe 
who have the happinefs 9f the fame 1ro.fowul 
ltt1rni11g a11d inttlldls ·as Mr. Betty : aad aJl 
Juch I freely leave to that_ "'""ahh Ptrfoll, 
ll:ho hath a" tmdtr~iaUt right, and llllliDII~tlp 
11uth1rity, to infiru8, rtprwt tmd tJJirt, dirtll 
••d gsvtrn thtm • 

. In the firft place, GentlclbeQ, I think your 
· .. orator fom~what unhappy in the choic~ of 

his text; . which, I fuppofe, he would in1in~­
at~ as a divioj: proof out of the holy writings 
of the main pofition in his fermon, ·viz tht 
d;vine injli~~~tion if tht m.inijlrj: whereas there , 
is not the leafi foundation in the words them· 
fc::lve~ for anY.. fuch fancy, they bciog appli-

. cable 



• ·i2nJ OaT~onoxY ./halcm. · '\ ros 
table to the a·poftle_ St. -Paul bimfelf, and no 
one individual perfon befides. In the begin­
ning of his epiflle he tells the Galatians, that 
~.·was an. opofik, not of mtn, ntilhtr hy "!"'' 
!ut by J tjus Chriji. ·and· Got! tht Fo~htr; 
which is very little different from his n(ual maa­
ner of expre.aioo, as is evi<Rnt if we review 
the beginning of any . of his epillks, for in 
them he calls himfelf, an ap".JJIt !Jy tht will 
'.[God, an expreffion which is very eafy and_ 
obvious, and which none who arc acquaint­
ed with his hifiory could po.ffibty mifiake : 
the reafon why the- apolUe -varies from his 
more general form of cxpr~ffion, in 'the begin­
ning. of bi9 other epHUc:s, aone need be a 
flranger to, who ·will give llimfelf lhe 
.trouble of reading the whole chapter. 

Bot what reference bath this to the infU­
tution or a minifiry feventeen centuries afrer .,. 
whar conneBion hath the appoiatmeot of St. 
Paul to the opojllt/hip; which- . certainly wu 
by the win of God, and' that re'fealed in a­
patticubr and miraculouS: manner, .with the: ·· 
i'!ftitution if Mr. ]okph Betty t1 fbt mini-· 
jfryf or how doth it foll~w, 'that cecanfe tlre' 1 

former was by divine appointment, that this · 
is equally true concerning tl1e latter 1 I fear 
if Mr. B had· nor taken orders till he·· 
had the divine appointment intimated -in the 

F 5 words 



·to6.' CJ'ht Pilla_rs { PuESTe&Ari 
words of his te¥~ the worlcl moft haYe baD 
for eYer deprived of ~i' injl,ullmu, r~rufi lllfll 
IXWJiilillll. 

But if it was DOt our preacher's inteotioi 
to make this ufc of his aext9 yet at be J.tr. 
leparated it from the words precediDg an4 
following~ it was very likely to be undcrftood 
io fuch a fenCe, agreeable to the tenor of hi:s 
whole difcourfe. He ought in juftlce there­
fore, to have txprtjly guardt~J his audience 
againG underftandiog the words in that feofe, 
which his choice of them would Mturally leacf 

· them to. 

After oar aathor hath giYen us a fpecimeD 
. ~f hi~ pr•fo1111d jl4dgmtnt, iA the choice of a 
text which hath DO relatioa at aU to the 
difcourfe wbicl\ 'is fuppofed to be founded .OD · · 

,, ; for with. equal reafoa, aod . tbc {am~ 
propriety, be might hue chofe the ruft verf~ 
o( tbe firll cha-pter of .Gn~'fis ; I foppofe he 
had a mind to fu.rpriie his a~Dce with Come­
what brigbt tllld tutt1mm111.. j aU. mdeed a& 

entire firanger to tae. perfoa aod eharac!l-er of 
oar pr¢Aeher, b'" apoa rcadiog his Jirjl p11· 

' rllgraph, I prefently imagjfled, that wbea he 
w~s preparing tbis. g·l!eat and wonderful per"' 
fonoaucc, he .vu.s. fOmewbat dUtid~!lt of bim.-

klft 
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·Iff and bls ab\Uties, for whk,h reafoo, left 
~ aadicnce ihoiJld immediately fettle them· 
fdyes to Seep, he took extraordinary care, 
and uec:Ommon pains abou.t It : cert.&iniy the· 
wonderous difcoveries in this .6rll: paragrapb, 
mall: be the prodoa of great ftudy and mi-

. tare deliberation ; there are fome very deep 
·aad: hidden things, which a genius lcfs faga· 
dous lad profouad than Mr. B -ls. 
could hardly· difcoYer. _ He tellt us, that 
'" though the to~linefs and beauty J>f religion 

·-.c are moU.es fhong enough to e11gase the 
·U Cft~IIJ aoa admiration of the WOrJd j thoogh 
•• reJigioD if{df be .highly agreeable tO all the 
~· Jaws of reafon ; 1hough lt be necefi"arily aJ. 
")oftd to be the ornament and perfe8ion of 
., oar natere, yet were its difpenfers entirely · 
,... aoautllorfiecf, had their precepts received 
'' DG imaioa, nor they themfelves any com• 

. " mi11ioo ; were there tndeed no divine po­
" JitiYe isrututioo, all the plaufible argu­
·" menta, all the pownful ohligations, which 
" are generally pleaded in its behalf, would 
" then be very precarious and uncertain ;'• 
i. t. in other words, that all our ,f,/iga:iollt 

1io virtue and religi011, which are founded upon 
its intrinfick beauty aDd ·tovelinefs, upon its· 
conformity to til·~ eterqal nature· and re~foo . 

·,r thig,gs, ~nd moreover llpon its .being the 
F -6- ex· 
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exprefs will • ()f the Deity, who. as ,t~e a.1J; 
thor of our beings~ bath an undoubted . right 
to our obedience, yet that all thefe. Pi1!06r.flll 
ollig•tiqns, would be '"rJ prtiarilfls 1111d 11,. 

urtain, except the difpmfers if' tbtji tr11thl, 
had /mn 'outho• iz.ed or r~uivtJ . • cDmmi§'UII . 

to tell us, that we art ohligtd tq a lift. -J ~.it;· 
tue and rtligion. Strange indeecl !, that the tW• 

tainly of our obligation to virtue and. religioo 
fbould depend upon ·a perfon's being ttlltbori~ 
td or not. authori.z.·d to ~~~~ · us .o.ur.duty: this 
is bad reafoning, but worfe divinity; and yet 
no lefs a perfon than a mf!flu if al'ts, and an 
uniVtrjity o~at,r, "out of .his abuedant zeal for 
he knoweth not what, hath been pleafed tQ 

~ffure the world, that all tMir obligations to 
religion, and the necdli~y of their obedience 
to the· precepts of chritlianhy, which arife frQm 

the mira/ fttn'.fs of the do lies and virtues which 
it recommends, and the rtlalion which we bear 
to a Deity, to &ur fti'ow crtoturts, and to qur­
jtlvts, which depend upon the nalt~rt 11nd rt~ 

fin 

• I aCid this, becaufe if our ·aut"hor h:ub any 
meaning to this e:xpreffion, had tbtir ~· tct/'11 rueiv,J 
liD jtJnlliM, he mult, J think, mean, had not the 
precepts which the 'clergy "diver to the p~oplc 
(which by the w;;y arc improperly called their~ 
bccaufe if they de!iver ·none but what are ag•ce• 
able to the ~ill of Ch•ift, and the rule .of she G~ 
ptl, they are the precept~ of Chrift, and not thdr~) 
ftceived the f'ancton of divine :luthority. 



· · w_oa,.Ho06tv ]litilcm.": io~ 

Jitt Of 'thing• which ·is etnlial, · tdtlllttraiJ!i, 
neithet to be clit~,gttl or· ~Jir1Jttl by the tapria 
·gmt,, nor by the- tJTIJitrar1 filii/ if tl" DtiiJ 
bimftlf: yet ·I fay that the certainty of thcf~ 
divine principles, and the necellity of our con·· 
formity to them, depends upon an appoint· 
ment and defignation of (ome whimfoal ~tnll 
chimerical pMVtri~ in the hands of a particular 
fet of men. Whether by fuch a condufr, ancl 
fwb printiplu, o~r preacher hath recomme~dcd · 
the chriftiao religion, and. the confUtation or 
our church in: partidtlar, which· in their na· 
'"'' ••tl rinJ,,c; they are. inc,;,fijltnt with, and 
direltly contrary to, J leave to .the impartial 
WGrld to determine. 

What he immediately a4Js, is not ln&eed 
ac:<infirmatioi:i of what ·he'bath. f~id,. a 'thing 
lhat it falfe, being for· that reafoti, ineapable 
or a confi'rmatloo; but oar author points out 

. his meaning, in yet ftronger terms, by add: 
iDg ·" a voluntary choice might indeed re: 
" tommcDd, . or a difcretionary power wou!4 
"perhaps naturally enforce hs doltriou~ but 
u ,o abfolute neceaity of aflaal obedience 
"would be emir.ely caoceUed.'' A v•lu•tar,. 
&ho!ct .rtcm~mtlldi•tt a'lld a difcrtti•narJ p:flli.r. 
PJaturally mforcing, arc. certainly Sowers ~f. 
11niverfaty·rhetorick ;. perhaps iDdeed peculiar 
to the fellOW! pf Ji;t,, c:ollegc. . 1 fuppoG: .our• 

· · ·· ·· author 



iao f.'kl'lla.rt '.f.P~••nn. ... rr 
. author means) tll4t .if 4lete 'Were :Do . tlif~t 
M~tb~~rizMl cor iatlraft . u ia eat lwtlf · r~ 
yet that ~m~ pcrfoDs wQUid ct.uic- te lac ¥If:. 
tuous, and others ·from p.-.dential coadi~cra­
tions woeld cenform ·to its precepts ao.d dOI::­
.triDes; but yet that .aipoo the .aboR·mea.tioaCII 
.fUppofition, an abfelate nece.ffity ol afbtal obl.­
.tience would be eotk"cly cancelled. What ! 
aot only canceUed,. i>ot ttUirtlJ tallftlhtl; a. 
the former paragraph be only tt>ld u.s, shat cs­

.cept dijp.fers W61 :fJIIIhDri%UI., all the 1•1116• 
fo1 ,JiitmU. to rcl90R. woold ·be· jr«•rillll 

1111d •nurtain : bu& upoa fecood t~gbts. I 
imagine. that appcucd ax> feWKKaW.; where. 
lOre he now· adds,. that the aecoaity of our ~ 
·dicac:c wou.ld be ·cMH-ely caocclled. 

: AAd by way of .illuaration, our orator tcllt 
as, " Tbat tbe barth and more fever~ ,,... 
5' cepts of chr!fiianity would calily .find te& 

" ·good a friend in our cor.ni.pted aatwes to bit 
"rightly ~cncd aad embc~W:ed." ln I8J 
.oioo, \he W~Fd• tbcmfelvet ~ry aheil' owu 
Jeafoa alooa witb _daca ; t~e l:wrjh· tmJ ,.,., 

',fowrt precept• o£ religion, for cbac very -ru­
~' aDd bccaufe ou 1lflturR .,, cwru;t'il, an! 
DOt Jlightly etlf!ratttl awl •Jfwwd by as; but 
fbco this dolt\ by RO meaU follow, which· 
ear prca~bu iatiJDates to a, from · the waat 
ei 11111hfmd tultl clllllllijJIMitl dijptffjws; fer 

' tho 
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&e fuppofitioa, of. foch a~tboriud difpenfers 
would be of ~ f.-vice to· M- ia the .prc.feat 
caf~ ; for without all doubt, thefe lxlrjh •nil · 
/ewrt precepts would fiad the fame good frieDd 
in our twrllptetl 11/llurts, whether we had a 
divinely c:ommiilioned minifiry or aot: nei· 
ther will the odd and fanciful obfcnatioo wbic~ 
is immediately fgbjoioccl clear up dais~" 
• .u. . 

And thoagh Mr. B. doth "*""'' (woa.­
thoos modeft ! ) ·that the tnth of the allove 
affertleaa are toO plaioly evicfeot to be denied; 
yet f« fear odsci• thould DOt ~YC in &he 
111anner that lJe doth, Itt it pJeafe4 to f~~Ui#• 
•nil prom1t1 their cmctpti;n with a familiar 
ebftrV•tioa, " That the mo& proper adYic:cs, 
~' tiM . aaGft pnadeat · counfels, tlae moft uf~ 
•• fu~ admoaiaions, •nle£s pn bJ a perfoo 
-u who )lae. a warnatablc riaht of admOD&1b­
., iag, ~1111 aa ~cootefted power of iall~a­
~· iog, 1ft comaoaly looked apon. as aafca­
u lOoable, triliog, and impertieat." J'.FOra 
llace ow preacbct. would infer, tlaat Qee9t 
the clergy bad- a warraatablc ript of admo· 
aiOiiog, aGd aa ooconeeftad power of inflrua ... 
illg, their preacaing would be looked u poa u 
u&eaflilaablc, triftio&, aad imper\iacat. 

3 An4 
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And really, if I may {peak my own. opr. 
nion of this matter, I do not apprehend that 
the cafe diffe.r:s much at prefent; 'for though 
they ~re allow~d to have a warrantable right~ 
and an uncontetled power of infiru8iog, yet 
I fear their difconrfes· are generai1Jt efteem'd, 
and if managed in the fame manner as our 
pr~acher's, very defervedly, unfit~Jonablt, tri-­
fling, 11nd lmpertin~ntr 

'Bot becaufe Mr. B: conceives that thiso&.: 
fervation confirins the · tr~th of his afJ'ertions, it 
may not be 'improper to enquire into its na .. 
ture and pertinence. 

It is certainTy a very jolt remark, that wheu 
a perfon unojktd. interferes in· the common 
affairs of life, we generally think him im· 
pertinent, and his advice unftafonablt; but thea 
this will not, as I apprehend, be of any fer­
vice to ·Mr. Irs caufe ; for if we alk or de­
lire the advie: I think then we very feldom, 
(I. am fore we ought, never) efteein it u•~ 

fiofonablt Gr impertintnt; nay, I doubt not, b·ur 
fuch a · reqnefl would be looked upon by an1 
perfon, as a better warrant and power~ thall' 
any commifiion or warrant which another for­
ward to give his advice fhould pretend te from 
heaven : but our preacher's· obfervation mull 

~ 

·j 
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~e enlargtd, in order to do him any feniceo, 
fbr as it now £lands· it anfwers no end; he 
mun obferve fartlier, that the advices and 
counfels of a perfon, who hath· a U.'llf'rant4fk 
right of oti11Unijh!'ng, are (and' for tfiat rea­
ton, J mean, becaufe he hath fuch rigfit) w~ll 
re~eived, _a~;e efiee;med fiofinablt antl"ptrti6tllt; 
and in the care before us, that tliis wartant­
able right cannot be· as well giv~n by the 
people who are ro be infiruaed, as by divine 
·appoiiument, i. t, lie mul\ obferve, that' of 
rwo perfons, the o'ne of whkli hath his powtrl 
frDm the people, who· ar~ tO DC infiruCle0, WllO 
authorize and pay· him for fo doing; and' of 
the other, who pretends 11 divint'comllli.ffion t~ 

. reach : I fay, he mull obferve, that tlie ;;,._ 
: jlru!li-om of tb·e formtr are. reckoned rmfta._ 

fonoblt and impirtin;~t, and thofe of the lOtltr 
attended witb fuccifs: Except Mr. B. is pleafe~ 
fo obferve thus- much, his obfervation might .. 
as:well have been fpared ; for as it now fiands~ 
tl> ufe hi~ own words, it is unftafonabli, trij:ii,;, 
•ntl imptrtinmt~ 

. 
Qur preaclier aads,. " Tlie truths the~ 

· c·r felves. how important 'foever, are generally 
cc negleCl:ed, and he that. too zealouOy pro:­
cc pagates · tfiem is, not always undefervedly, 

~' i11 treated.'' J'his, I think, is very oddlf 
cxpreil'ed, for who would imagiJ;le that by tu 

· · ua/oujly, 

-·~ 
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zralfllljly, fhould be meant ptrfons nit atttho.­
riZtd? He goes on, '' But what if ooify and 
" impudent pretenders are jufily punUhed, for 
n pr~fumptuooSly arrogating to themfelves t­
"·claim to which divioe laws have never gi· 
" ven, and to which human Jaws can never 
" give, any title?'' I am fomewhat at a lofs 
to know ·who are thefe ntify and imp11dtnt ;re· 
lt11Urt; it muft cert~inly refu to thofe in 
the former fentence who too ztauujly propa· 
gated unfeafonable truths, bui: then I think it 
is ftrangely connech:d : in the former feotencc, 
they are ill treated for propagating trut~ til 
"-talwflJ, in this truly, though he certainlf 
means tbe very fame pcrfons, and \hofe guiltJ 
of the very fame crimes, yet they aie jufily 
ptmijhtd fir arrogating a dai111, to Which ditJini 
J.w,. havt ntfJtr ·gi"'"' and hu11111n lflflls tlt'tltf 

t.a1f gi11e thtm q titlt. But what, pray, is thit 
mighty claim; for the arrogating of which thefe 
perfons are punifhed, and to which divine laws 
ltavc nor, and human laws never .can give 
a title l All the c:laim already mentioned, and 
to- which this can polJi.bly refer, is that of 

. fome perfoos inllruaing othcn without a •u· 
notable right 1 and it is certainly {omewhat 

· very firange and unaccountable, that hum$ 
laws cannot give a perfon a right of diis oa.­
&ore. That divine laws have never given- ••ifl 
•tul' impt~tltnt- lrttllllim any title to teach and 

. iD&.a 
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t.Arua othen, I am indeed ~ery -ready to ac• 
bow1edge; and tbit makei me inclinable to 
ltelieft, -that our prracllrr's min#Jiry is if~ 
~ t111 '.{ Glfi. . 

After this, our orator goes on in a yery 
mooriqg and pathetk ftraio, to lament ancl 
moom orer '' fome Tenerable Pc:rfons, who 
" ·have an undeniable right, an undoubted 
" authority, a legal commiffion, to teach and 

· ca infirua, to reprove and exhOrt~ to dire6 
4 • and govern." He bath not tol.d us- who· 
rhefe ~enerable perfons are, but whoeYer thCJ' 
~·I cannot fee any reafon we tbould pi~y 

tliem, for it feems t~y -m: " tbe angcfs 
.. of God,'s church, the ftars in -his right hand, 
•• aad have a power fuperior to • angels an~ 
• archangels tbemklvn ;" and doubtlel'~ .. 
lhefc Wi>nderful prmleges- anc! powers are 
able to fu pport them ander all their calami? 
·ud diftrefs. 

:&tat whet il k that thef'e ftllerahle perfon·s 
have an undoubted right to ? It is, ·he teiiJ 
us, to teach and iafirua, t~ reprove ~d ex­
.~, aad It . llft comes out, to iirdl an.tl 

lflltrtr' 

• J tltfnk our preacher ibould have a~uai~~ 
1ia with the nature of chiJ power, and wbercm aa 
COD Iii+ 
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I""'";· which ·ts, I fear, . the· grand fecret all'lf 
maio fpring of this ~ighty mac~ine, whkh 
aives motion ' to all its par~ :-in. the fermer 
'.pages, we had nevrr a word. abont gfJ'IJer•· 
m~nt, though were it not for the fake of this, 
.l.imaaincr, we ihould not have heard any, thing 
:.~b~ut warrantable . p.ewers to odmonijb, .. tucb 
ond injlrt~tl.: 1 doubt not, thefe venerilb~ pet· 
fons would have been very eafy in 'their de­
mands of {iich a power as the lattei:, and the 
people as ·cary in the grant of it; but· wben 
()nee they come to talk about gqvtrttmmt, and 
J)tcfumptuoufly arrogate a-claim, to wliich nei· 
.ther divine nor human-laws,. ever- gave them 
.a title, no wonder then; that they ~eet with 
that ·rcorn and contcm'pt, which oar preacher 
laments in fuch a moving firaio. But it f~s, . 
he is not willing barely to lament,. and .d:oo­
plo!c. their h~r~ and U~bappy fate j . · n9, .he · 
~tHinks it nof UE,lfeafon.able ~' ~Q viaiic~t<: tbei;r 
"' mi.Bion, to. prove tl1eir authority, . and ~­
" nij; theif · office;" and I think it not· 
'Dnfeafonable to. fee hQW- he fmth.. acquitted 
himfd&. ' 

I ' . 

He ·begi~ ":it~ ~~dill'Up~-~-to dc:~on&rate 
(wondrous moddly !) " Firft, that God has· 
" infiituted and efiablilhed a minifiry by Chrifi! 
cc and his ap.ofiles, .to aa between .bimfelf .and; 

"Gla~ 
~ ' 
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•-mankind, ·in_ \he great and im_portantaft'air 
" oftheir falvation." 

·He begins lhe proof h~reof with a rematk; 
mat there have been priefts in .all ages and na­
tions, and that thefe priefis ·were conltantJy 
looked upon, . in a puus ftnft, as fuccefsfu.l • 
mediators between-God and meo •. 

It 'is indeed a truth too great ~ oe denied,· 
and at the fame Ume a melancholy· infiance 
of the degtntraty of tht' human_ mind, that in; 
almoft all ages ~nd nations of the world, there 
have been fome perfons of a~ infamous cha­
ratler ; who, to cnri:y on fome mean and 
chafe deligns; ·to promote .their own -inter<:ft. 
·vanity and pride, have taken advantage o£ the 
·weaknefs ·and ignorance of their fellow-crea- . ' 
tures; and it is not improbable_ to fuppofe. 
·fomelimes ·under the particular direaion anci 
atiiftance of their mafier the devil, whfji fn-·· 
vanls tbty wtrt, and wboft proptr worl and 
./)tifintjs tbey .wtrt doing, have ,put .in _praflicc 

' all 

• A Yery oi!d nprellion :id a thriltian divine;· 
for though oar great high pritjf, and author of our· 
holy_ ~Jigi011, -i• ftiled the mtiililtor· bct.:veea God 
and men, }et to apply thit charatler to the prietl­
hood, and call it a pioru finfi, is an inllance of 

. uncommon _ '1/aflitJ 411d rwtak.ntji, not to call it 
worfc~ 

_, 
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ai'l poffibic and pl~ufiblc arts ~ impofe upo~­
the julgmmt and ilrlllgiNitim '.f manki&Jd,. 
and vainly pretended to greater degrees of 
favour with. the deity·, ar fome imaginary Ml­
perior beings, and ander that pretence have 
(educed their refpeClive foUower.a aod admiun. 

1 

. lnto grofs and fcandaloui errors, unworthy of , 
mm, or of reafonable beiags; iofomuch that 
they forfeited their proper chara8er, and aaed 
far ,beoeatb the rAnk and dignity of iotcHi­
gent creatures, by an alljtll tuzl fn'Wk JU- . 
mifo" of their reafon ancl undcdlaading, at 
the guid~ce and direc9:ion of their ptic:&. 
ftd by a conformity to aU their filly tru,. 
1dJ and riJicu/6111 ritts, Under tho fo!fo aU 
"luolly fHiijh notion of relision towar4 the 
Gods. This hath been the coofiaot bufind's, 
this the tne charaller of thofe pritj/1 whidt 
our orator refers to: but why he hath thought 
propor ro briog this miferable tlate and.con• 
~on of mankind into . our view, except it 
be to raife our abhorrence agaiotl thofe vile 
feducers; ·apd their fuccelfors io tbe office1 I 
cannot po1Iibly imagiae; for-this, I hope, is -
far· frcm bdog a proof, that pri!fls art of • 
difJilll appaiatnunt ; not oply &r froa beiag 
• dire a proof, but likcwi~ fat- from addioJ 
the ltaA fO,,c or llmlgtla- to his argumcor. 

\ 
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But having do~e with t~efe,. our. pr.eacher . 
~roceeds to tell us,. that the true religio~ hath 
bad its minfjltrs,. if not from the beginning 
~f the w.orld, )let certainly fr01n the patri· ~ 
.orclxtl ·2ies, ao(i that the priefihood was lodg· 
ed in the firfi.-.born, which·be·would iofuluaac. 
as an argument . of its. dignity; 'or, as he lwl\, 
.Cl'pretred it, that the dignity if it was rtputet.l 
wry grtat. In the preceding fcC\ioo he tells . 
us,. that it was the bufi11efs of the priefiss . 
to tepch, txhort, and i~rldl, .and hetc, oh . 

. admirable difcovery ! he fays the . priefihoocl. 
was lodged in the • firll bor.a, 10 tllat they 
were lings and priljls . at tlk faJDe· time; and 
,from hence ile draws his argument for itt 
-dignity. I wonder much who oar preacher 
would have tO teach and inftrua ais family, 
;but its matlor. oi head ; ought not be ther<:· 
fore, who i.s its king, •to be its :pricfi ? Cer­
·tainly none is fo fit. and proper. far dlat. of. 
;fice; which, in my opi.Dion, .entirely delfroys 
.his curious argument for its dignity, which 
perhaps he "\VaS confcious •.Gf: . for though he. 
f~s, fr• htmt .it J,sb IIIAIIijtjlt, a!lttV; yet 

. . he 

· .. ·l fappofe oar 'Preadler means Che •4Jitr of 
•tbt fllflli{r.. fOr it is hardly to be im a giBed, tbac 

~ tile firft-6.,• .,.. litrg of the famiJy while bit F.nlter 
\ wulirinr; or daat after hit dcccafc . hc wakiDtt • l iAihof,.ily ofbb brclhrco. 
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'he immediately adds, /Jut /Je this 11s iJ wiU; 
intimating, as one would imagine, that n6l 
great Ltrefs ought to be laid on it ; and if be 
is content thus ealily to yield up his own ar­
guments, I fee no reafon wby I fbould be con. · 

, cerned for t1ldn : wherefore 'let us attend to·· 
what follows, which ·is, " rhat the office was· 
" realiy executed, and that to no iolignificant 
" purpofe, that its thuats were neither looked 
" .upon as mere 11iuties or dreams, nor its 
" cenfures efieemed as a1togetber flain aud 
" intjfitlual, is, I think, ind!fputa_b!J certain, 
" from the famous ftory of .Abraham and 
cc .Ahimeltch." T~ office, as he . before de­
fcribed 'it, was to teach and e:x.hort, but by 
this wbich immeaiately follows~ it feems to 
be of a different and contrary nature, for he 
talks of threats .and mfum. · But he hath 
o'bufld Abr;~ha:m, and perverted_ tb flripture 
in .a moft fcaodalous manner; in' the' in.llarice 
wliich he hath made ·choice ~f, as a divine 
pr.oof of the truth of his pofitioo; for if 
.Abraham, as a pri!fl~ did threaten and uifuri 
Abimelech, in the infianc.e before us~ he too 

. much, I fear, refembled fome priefi~ of our · 
days, and was without all doubt a fltry u·icltJ 
pri!fJ for fo doing ; for · .Abimelech · had the 
t~Hmony .of the deity himfelf, . that what he 
dld was done in the integrity -.f his heart; 
fee the. iixth ·verfe of the fame twentieth of · 

Gmifit, · 

l 
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(;mtfi,, which our author himfe1f quotes: aan 
if. we more narrowly examine the biftory, and 
conftder it ac:cerdtng to tbe account which 
our preacher hath given us of rhe p,.itjih1otl• 
he {eems entirely to have millaken the cba .. 
raCler of the perfons J for Abit~Mkch feems to 
be the priljl, and ndt Abr11btJm: however he 
certainly afi'umed the office in rtprDtling Abra· 
ham; for he tells him in the ninth verfe, he 
did deeds which he ought not to have done, 
which was undoubtedly true. I hope when 
ou~ preacher is difpofed to favour us with 
another fermon on the divine infiitution of 
the priellhood, he will plcafe to review this 
iot\ance. 

In the mean time, as though he was fen­
fible that this inllance was nothing to the 
purpofe, he tells us, '' that it will be mw1 
"JttiiJ confirmed, by the confideration of 
" N.ah's bleffing Sh.m, and curling C111KIIl11; 

" of Jfaac's bleaing Jaco!J, and of Jacob's 
'' authoritatively difpenfing his paternal bene­
•• dillions to his children." If it be con• 
firmed at ,au by tbefe lnftancC!I, I very rea .. 
dily agree· with him, that it will be mvre 
fully confirmed by the latter than the former; 
though, I mu.ft confefs, I am utterly at a lofs 
to know what the ttrJriorchs bl'./Jmg w rutjing 

. t~ir child rea hath to do with t~e pridJh(J(Jd, 
VOL. '·I, Q except 



·n~ c.fbe Pillars Df Pa tESTeR. AFT 

except it be that our orator would infinaate, 
that our priefts have the fame powers now, 
that the patriarchs bad then ; and when Mr. 
B- or his brethren can give an tnfiance 
of this their power, when we have reafon 
oot to look upon their thrtats as mtrt llitt· 

tiis a11d drtamr, or no( to · efteem tbelr t/11• 

f~~rts altogether fJain and iniffi!lual, then, and 
mot till then I (ancy, will mankind believe. 
their divine lnftitution, in the fenfe in whlcb 
be contends for it. But to ketp up the ~ew 
and appearance of an argument, our preacher 
adds, " folemnly to pronounce a beneditkion 
~' in the name of the Lord Jehovah, is a 
~' full and undoubted aa of authority, and 
" can never be valid without an exprefs com· 
~' miffion from God." What he m'eans by 
this, I profefs I know not, nor indeed is it yery 
tnaterhl. How the pronunciation of a bleffing, 
which mu!l: be either praying God to blefs, 
or elfe a declaration that he will blefs, can 
in any tolerable propriety of fpeech be called 
an undcuhttd all if authority, is what I can 
by no ·means comprehend; though I eafily 
imagine, that none can truly declare that the 
divine being will blefs any particular perfon, 
either in general, or in any particular infiance, 
except he hath received an exprefs coJ;Dmifiion 
to make fuch a declaration : but what then ? 
To what purpofe hath our orator alferted this, 

•· · and 
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.. Dd in -fo ·pompews -end ~hetoric:al a Brain t 
The ·roafon, if fie are to baTe any, is filll 
behind, which is utbered in with a " ,., 
'' Ibm thefe -ble.ffings, and thcfe curfes, were 
'' really mioillerial afls, and mall be abfo­
" lately confidered -as fuch, is plain eYen to 
" dctnonfiradon ; ~uk when they fiea: 
'" once delivered, it was not in the power 
" of him by whom they were publifhed, 
'' though ever fo willing, or ever fo pa.ffio­
·~ oatdy defirous, to reverfe cr alter them." 
What our orator means by calliog thefe mi­

. nijltriaJ aCts, where the whole firefs of tbe 
a1fair lies, is hard to determine ; the nature 
of his argument requires him to mean, that 
they are fucb al1s tiS art p~e~tliar llltd &onfotJ 
16 tJJe ift&e if tht pri¢b~t~d; but then the 

· reafon which he adds, is fo far from making 
, this matter plain, even to drmonjlratifln, that 
it nukes it neither plain nor pro;ablt, nor doth 
he mention any medium to prove it by : and 
there is neither reafoning nor conneaion in 
his argument ; for it doth not by any means 
.appear, that becaufe the perfon pronolllltirtg 
.tbt hltji11g could not rlfltrft ·it, that thtrtfor• 
he aaed in the charaaer of a pritjl. It is 
true, indee_d, this aa may in a proper fcofc 
.be called minifltrial, i. t . that the.perfoo who 
pronounced the blcffiog, did not aa, as we 
may fay, in proprifl pirfona, but as the !";. 

G ~ n!)ltr 
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mjlll" of another, and as the publifher of the 
divine will ; which indeed is fufliciently prow'­
cd by tbe reafoo which our preacher gives, 
that it was not in his power to a/Jtr or 
r1vll"jt the bltjfing; bot then what ·can be in­
ferred from hence l Or what relation doth 
this bear to the priljlh,,J ? In the former 
fcnfe of the word, his reafon is no manner 
of proof; in the latter, though it be a proof, 
yet it is oothiDg to the purpofc. 

But moreover, if thefe ·aas were entirely 
fftinfjllrial, and it was not ia . the power of 
the publijh1r to alter the hkjfing, how can 

• this be called an undfJubtul all Df authDrit1? 
How doth it argue· either power or at~th•ritJ, 
to tlllit·er, or pt~blijh tbe will of the di­
•ine being, in any particular inllance; which 
will, as · to its etfetls, doth not depend upon 
its being publithed or declared; for if it could 
not be altered after it was publifhed, there 
doth not feem to be the Jeall reafon to fup·­
pofe it would not equally have taken place, 
if it ecver had been publilbed: but fuppofc 
we 81'•nt our author even more than he de-

. fires, that the fate of the perfon did in fome 
meafure depend upon the pronunciation of 
thefe bleffiogs and cudings, the divine being 
having re.gard to thefe. in the difpenfations Of 
his providence towards the particular perfoas 

thQI 
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thus blelfed or curfed, which I think feems 
aot improbable from the hillory of the pa­
triarchs; but · then this, which muft be al­
lowed to be an undoubted aa of authority. 
a power of a fuperior .nature to any thing · 
which our preacher contends for, who refolves 
all this power into no powtr at all, viz. the 
publilhing and. delivering the bleffing, hath not 
the Jeaft reference to the pricfthood, or our 
preathcr't argument. 

The true f.latc of this afFair is, that the 
patriarchs were favoured, by the divine being. 
with a privilege, which. none Iince them feem 
to have_ enjoyed in fo great a latitude, of 
bleffing or curling their immediate defcen­
dants ; but that this power extended to other 
indifferent perfons, doth by no means appear ; 
and fomething aoalogou~ to this obtains 
amongll us even at this day, which hath 
giYen rife to that common and well known 
(ayiog, that the (Urfe of a por111t falls lua­
"J : but then in feveral inflances this ought 
aot to be confidered under the charalter ol. 
a pD'Wtr, but rather as a mere privilege only, 
of flrt-Jiting and d"loring the divine counfet 
and will. God ab origint defigned to ble(s 
ya(ob, for jacob, fays he, h2ve I lovtd, and 
Efau have 1 hated, even before they were 
lwrn, or had a being; it was therefore upon 

G3 • .all 
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all accounts necelfary, that by fome means 
or other, Jacob lhould have the bleffing of 
his father j for if the patriarch had aaually 
blelfed Efau, as this was contrary to the will 
and defign of the fupreme being, lfaac's blef-
1ing would have been vain and imffitiua.l, and 
would . never have been confirmed by God• 
Agreeably therefore to this privilege, grante~ 
to the patriarchs by the divine being, of blef-
1ing their offspring, fome peculiar circumfian­
c.es in that affair pro,ured the declaration of 
the blefiing in favour of 'Jacq/J1 the per(on de" 
Signed to be blefi"ed by. God. 

But what hath this privilege, ~(culiar tq 
the patriarc;hs, and to them not as pritjls, 
but as perfons in a particular manner favour .. 
ed by the divine being, to do in the prefenc 
cafe? What referc.-nce hath this to the pritjl­
hocd? What foundation is there, either in 
the nature of the thing, or in the h,oly writ .. 
ings, to imagine that they aCted in -the ch~­
raCter and. capacity of pri!fls? Or c:ve1;1 fup­
p.ofiog they did, yet where is the conneCl.ioo 
oetween them thus atling, aoo the divine in: 
fiitution of a chrifiian priefihood in our days, 
which confelfedly hath no powers of t4is or 
the like kind ? I fhall therefore leave it, with 
this farther remark only, that even in cir­
<umfian.ces of a lelfer and more indifferent 

nature, 
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nature, our preacher is mifiak.en; for I think 
it will puzzle him to give us an iofianc.e of 
any one, who after the bleffing was pub· 
lilbed, was pajJi1natt/y dtjirous to Tlfitrjt it; 
and if he cannot, his pofition, as it now 
fiands, is very lame and defe8ive. What he 

fcems to refer to, is the affair between Ifaa: 
and his fons .; but it doth by no means ap~ 
pe~r, from their hifiory in the holy writings, 
that •lfaa~ was at all uH/ing, much lcfs p(lf 
Ji_onately defirous to h.ave it reverfed, but cer· 

• ~inly there muft "be allowed to be a van. 
di.ference bet~ceo the fathtr and ftn. But 
this i~ not the liril iollance our preacher 
hath given us, tha.t h~ is a.bove conf~ltina, 
his. bib{~. · · · 

• It i~ indeed ~d, ~hat wh,en.lfaat difco!ered ho~ 
lie bad been impofe4 upon by Jaco!J, and th~t 
Jle had gwen him the bleffing, which he delign; 
4d (()t .FJ4r-. ihat tie trem~led exceeiJing~y ; . but 
this is no argumeat of his d.~6r!;, nor il)c\e~ clqt~ 
it at all appear, that it was his defire, after J«• 
ll~ h~4 the bl~n~, to r,I'V,tr/t. C)' alltr it, but 
rather the contrary ; for we are told, in the fol-

• c • • . • 
lowing chapter, that at a time when there dotli 
BOt appear tO be any occafioo for it (J~~toh hav• 
ing already llad the bld1ing, and lfut bad tol4 
,Ya~, thlll by v.ittu~ Qf tbat blefling be Olould bet 
~lejf~d) l ~~Y.· V(~ 4.~ d!er~ 4old, 1hu lja~ ~~~~~ 
:? Rt~6 ~~~~ hl'[tJ him_. 

0+ !Jut 
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But our preacher not willing to dwell on 
the " fcanty beginnings of a religious mi­
., nifiry," (though, by the way, according to 
his own account, thefe beginnings were not · 
fo very fianty) and I having as little inclina­
tion to dwell there as he, will very con· 
tentedly follow him to thofc brighter times, 
when our bleffed lord " founded and ella· 
" b!Hhed that church, which, our preacher 
u affures us, all men mufi enter into, who 
" will be intitled to the benefits of Cbrift's 
" incarnation, paffio~ and refurreCl:ion." I 
profefs he is once more got above my reach ; 
if he had been fo good to tell us what he 
meant by tnttring intiJ that ch11rch, or whe­
·ther he · meant joining in commtJnion with 
the prefent efiablilhed church, which by the 
rant that follows I lhrewdly fufpea, I could. 
then have given fome anfwer to it; but till 
he is pleafed to explain hi.mfelf, I muft cvell 
kave it as I found it. 

He then proceeck to acquaint us with the 
methods which· our Lord made ufe of hi the 
cfiablilhiog his !dngdom, which he doth in a 
pompous and rhetorical .firain; but if lefs re• 
ga.rd · had been had to this, and a greater to 
the fcnfe and meaning of the words, it might 
have been altogether as well. In one line 

he 
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Ire te\is us, that cc our I..ora's cli•ine mUS"oa 
" was foHy confirmed by his furpriziog mt. 
cc racles ;" and in the next be adds, •c thai 
cc the great feal of heaven gave aq authc:a-

• cc tic tenimony ·to what be di4 :" a·herc, 
though the expre!Jion is ditfer-ent. .ao4 be 
would be thought ·to conTey a di1ferent idea 
to his audience, yet certainly be means one 
and the fame individual tblng: but after this 
follows, what every one, who hath read the' 
Mllory of onr Lord io tbe holy gofpets, muft 
k-now to be fa{fe, 4• t·hat he was alorifie4 
64 by all that heard b'im." Afterward ~ 
acquaints us, that Cluill made choice of hiJ 
.a·pofiles to preach his gofpe] to maokiod, an4 
that after they had receitVed their commUiien9 

Jte tells us, " that they refped'ively prOJia-· 
t' gated their uniform do8rices, and impo(c:d 
" the obfervance of them 'Dpon ail chdlftaa. 
" .converts, as abfolntdy necdfary to falfa­
• lion." Thefe are fome of our orator'a 
flowers, which, in my opinion, n~d • fmalf 
explanation; for what thofe uniform doflrint'i 
were, the obfer¥anc<: of which were impo(ed 
en the chrillian conver~, as abfolutc:ly nece{­
fary •o falvatwn, is fomewbat bard to deter· 
lhine. The manner of his npre1Jioo fecmr 
&o refer to thofe doclrines of Oltr 'holy reli-" 
Mlon, which ar<: the articles of a chri«illll'i 
t.itla « ~ief, fepara~e fr001 hiS praat«; 

G 5 a.od 
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•d theA tbcfe llflliform tlfllrillfs mgQ 'I.e rc,. 

du~d to thiJ jingJ, '-"' of the diJine ~911, 0£ 
mdlialUhip of Chrill. 

After be bath given ps • relatie~J of ~~- • 
&as d the apoJl~s, in t~ Jirtl plantit;~g ~ 
f.ettkmeut ef the thrifiia~ c}Jurches, ~ CGmeJ. 

~ c' and lafily, to keep up a ~awful fucce1Jioo. 
cc of men qtallfied to lldorn and explain the 
-<' doClrines of that great and gloriou$ higb. 
c• pridl, Go4 their favi~r, ia ~ll ~op J ~nd 
• that DON might profanely U.rtde ioto the 
u fan~uary of our J.ord, « facrllegipufly Sn-
Ci yajk t.bf: tdJa.r tiE Ged, they cooiisnfe 8ll4 
"' ordaia O.fic~~ io fuch a ngular Cubardioa-. 
'" tio8, as 4hould be moft efFeaual to prefenre 
.c• alaftiag dlabiHhmeat of peace aod good go• 
~ we~Jlt io the church of ChrUt, wbjclr 
ti was \o c~till\IC till all its fAithful meaibert 
cc fhou14 ·b.e triutnpt.NJ.tly r.ec:4vc:d up hM 
., glory." fie (ceQw. to have refc;rved tbi.s to 
the Jojl, as being the lt)o4J: impoctant aad Rlill• 

terial aaioa of the •pofi~, I!Jild cert;ainly in his 
·prefe\\t. argument, all that goes befor~ is rtll· 

fi:_;,1l(Jhk, Jrijiing ~d imp~rti~UIIi. ~l!t tb~t we. 
m~y ha~ ~ cl~M" and jqft 41o.tioo of his ·•rgll· 
~eot, (for ·by the way, he hath llimecl at noae 
befor-e) .Jet. 4li .a4d what illlmediately fulloq, 

• ..,bich is u ~, tbe adverfari~ of our cbQrds. 
•' G.ay1/11~ U .&bey pkafc., bp iAforqtcd5 « .4 t.ath« 

' · ~ 



I 4n4 Q~TH~J>OX,Y foll.ken. 13~ 
1 ~ ra.thcr £11111 coavip'e~, tbat frolJl lsenc!= it i~ 
! ~· w.e rc;c~ive our power, ffOllJ hence we claina 

" our authority, from he!JCC ,-e <krive our 
~' commUJioo, ud from heoce alfo, io a 'VC'l 
" jutlifiable fenfe, -we fufficie:ntly pr<>!c ~ 
~' u~nterrup~~ f.u.cc~o~." 

1Jer~ it~ ~ sr.eu lbow c:l 'f\'Ofdf, and bf 
hj, ~ow tlun, fomewhat like the appearan~ 
of •a argume~t; but really there is nothing 
~uta ote{e eQ;Jpty ~ad.~, without the fub:.. 
fiance:. He fays, the apoRt~ ordaiaed ofi­
-=ers in tbc cbri.Oian churches : and what t.b.en l 
What have thefc o~W:e.r~ to do with tf'W171':' 

flltfll end au1h11rity P Or hqw doth i.e appear, 
that becaufe the 'f'Ollles ordain_ed them, thaf 
Jhey wcce to ordai.o others 1 Thi-s ~r preacbef 
ought to have prcwed, ~itber out of th~ holy. 
writings, or from the natur~ and ddigo of t~ 
oaice; the only proof, wlW:h in the eature 
d the thing, the poiitt i.o dcb.a.t.e if capable 
d: but I imagine, that he was coJI{dous of 
his waat of proof; foe wbicb reafon be tho.ughl 
it proper to fub.ftitute fome bGld afT'er.hons t~J 
{upply the place of ~v~deo.c.e. T~ truth is, 
as it was iocQJtli1kDt wjth the defign of th.~ 
~pont« _cooftaotly .f.P r.ef~ Jlll.J ~vbere, wheP­
dtey left · any p3!fic1Jlar -piace, wh.ere they ha~ 
Jllet. whb f~cefs io.maki.og Jrulllf .cpn~~rta to tl1e 
•di&jog d-ChriB, they thoo,&ht floper to m.ake 

· G. 6 , 4:hoice 
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choice of fome perfons to fopply their place 
ln their abfence, to ttach -and i'!ftrut1 their 
brethren, and confirai them in the principles 
of their holy religion; but that they confer.: 
red · any p~wtr or authoriiJ upon thefe perfons~ 
as our preacher would feem to intimate, doth 
by oo means appear: or that they had a right 
of appointing perfons to fucceed them in thei~ 
office, is very unlikely; for though great re• 
gard was paid by the primitive chril\iaos, to 
the judgment of the apoftles, and for a very 
good reafon, becaufe they were Jiflilll/y in­
fpimJ, yet it doth not from hence follow, 
that equal regard was paid to thofe who fuc; 
ceeded them. It is not improbable, for the 
reafons jufi mentioned, that tbey fbould ap­
ply to the apoftles, to make choice of a fit 
perfoft to teach and infirua them ; and no 
wonder likewife, that the apofiles ., comp~ 
4 ' fed differences, determined controverfies, 
'" received accufations, punHhed offenders. 
cc and c-eafured the fcandalous ;" but if the 
{ame ff)irit reOed sot upon their fucceffors, 
where is the rea-foD that the fame regard fuould 
be paid them? The peopk, oo doubt, were 
es proper judges, and ia fome feofe more fo, 

· ·\vh<t W«e the tittefi perfoos to fupply the 
place of -the itnmediate {occeffllfs of tM 
~poffies, and were as -capable to gi\'e them a 
ptwtr so 'k~~~th and Ujlrlll!J them, as their pee• 

decdfocs 

1 
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decefi"ors in that o.flice; nay, it is undeniabJj 
certain, that no predecefror could commiffioli 
his fuccefi"or, tp teach and infiruc!l:" any par­
ticular church, ~ithout the churches ~oncur­
rence and apprybation. 

But (uppofc ~e lhould grant our orator, that 
it was cufiomary· for the minillers of the gof~ 
pel, and them only, to examine alt fuch at 
were candidates for that office, and upon their 
being fatisficd of their abilities to ttacb and 
injlrufl other~, to give them in an itnpropd 
finjt, a firma/ wtitr to execute it: yet what 
mighty fervice would this concdiion do hlf 
caufe ? Or what reafon bav~ we to imagine~ 
that this cufiom had its rife from a divin~ 
inrHtutioo, when another more probable and 
nat~ral caufe may be affigned for it : for it 
is not at aU unTakely, that the people might 
judge it necelfarJ' that the abilities of fucli 
candidates thould be inquired into, and whO 
more competent judges of this than their teach~ 
en? It may therefore be very eafily foppofed, 
that they left this affair entirety to them : 
but if they made an ill ufe hereof, and b-j 
their orders pretended to confer any potcltr 
or at~tborit)', in a firitl: and proper ftnfe ol 
rile word. which the perfon bad not prior 
to fucb their order, they abufed and dccch·~ 
bolla thcmfelrc:s ud 1he p:opk; for what ..... 



~- . -•• ; "h·r~~""' f f .. ~,~·¥•T ·1 
(ou~ftiQQ i~ tberF (or ~~- l Qr "{hat poJliblc 
~eafo~ ~-ap ~ ~~~~~d ; 'f~Y ~efe ~rfons ~a~ 
~ot tl),e f~ ~Fr aQd autlioriiy 'o teacl~ 
!Jld in~rpa maqkiJld, b.cfor~, ~ ;&ft~r th.ey 
received this order l ce!t~iply the very f~me f 
with this di6ereoce 'only, that probably the 
~pie yi~~Q.'1t J~~ approba~i<?D of ~¥r Pli• 
~ilers, WQU~4 QO.t ~ .e~q~~y difpofed to at~ 
fend t~ f~eit i,cillnJ~i,ops ; ~od if the: conti~ 
t.JUa.tio.ll Qf th.,t .ceremony qf the Ja,inr qn Dj 
•tmfls, w~~ Q,btain.e~ jn ~e (irtl ages· of tht 
~horeb., 1¢ ~op1e i•;uo this Frror~ it ~~s con; 
t!nu.ed tq v.eJy ill purpofe. We grant, in· 
d.e,ed, t~~t tbe !lo/1 .Gboft ~a~ conferred by 
iniog op of Pi\n4.•, J?ut whe.n the ~oly Gholl 
~as no kulger ~~ferre4, tl,.e laying oo oF 
h;tnds, was a ~e fo.rm, atJd inliguificant ce­
l~ll?Q~Y ; :an~ if ~oy vas fo ~.eak to imagine, 
that by tbe ~on.tinuance of this rite, anj 
powers were cof)ferred, it would ,ave been 
~uch better, t~a.t it had f?ee~ ~tirely laid 
~fide; better, when the fubll.all(e was gone, 
that tbe fuado~ had in like manner vani(h-

, c.d aod difappearcd ; . and if it had, poffiblf 
our preacher would oo.t have been fo mif­
~a~en ab01;1t the ·imaginary power and .autbo-

. .-ity of the prieilhood. But fuppOfe ·we grant 
c.>ur · anth.Qr all that be can <lelirc of us, I 
much quefiion whether he will ever ~ able to 
~ ~ ~Bwnatt ~; foe thou,gh we ' 

ihouJj 
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4Jcwl4 llll9"1V h tq 9~ ~c 'Will r# ~~r ~4, 
~t po,ne lh'ul!J. p~blith pis law ]?u~ ~~~r! 
whom he ap~inte.d, and t~t lil~y, Jl,ld ~~ 
~1~ 'fpoipt their fu.calf.o~f, !!~~ fo ~ t~ 
lh~ q;td of time; y,et J fw, -'Qtwit~~a~~i.o4 
.,hat 0\lt' .w.,u>r fay•, #llt "fr.OfD ~~, iq. 
" a .v,:ry jqfiifia?le fe~, .w~ fqjfjcieo.tly '"9~ 
i' our uoi~r~pte4 ~~etf.jqnp'' ~~ · ~~r 
~ exprel!iQP I do 09t 1!CtJ w~l Ull,derthnd) 

1 f~J.4~ .h~ y.ril~ ~ ~t '- ~t:e~ loCs to J>rov:e ~ 
wnilllerr~pte~ (Qcceffio.\l; fm- if pJlc JiP,lc ~ · 
this long c\la.ia Ql.Quld happu Jo be bcp~1 
aoGi ftnange if ill fcw.eoceef\1 cev.tJJ.-ies i~ bNb 
Bet .bcco .brob at bft [e;,eete,en times; d~ 
tJC)CS cbri8:iaaity tnd ~r ®ly te,lisioo '' ~~. 
l ad.mice Our preacber tb.oQid plac;,c his OW1J 

powq 1¥1d .11uthoricy ;Upon fu4l a w~ a.114 
iJa.dy fQ9nd!lti.Qo; £or it is a:r~ai~ly V.f?FY i:w--, 
-pr~allle, that he bath ~rue4 h.is po'lf'erJ iJ;l. g 

ljlRin!irr.l!pt~d fuc,(!IJ~ itom the Plo/1141. 

Qar prucher pro,c~ c~ ~qu~int us, .that 
we ha,\'.e the .very. fa~ ll)i.Ditlry, th!lt w.as e_i}a. 

blilhecl in tbe aPQfilCS day,, Which, uys he, 
. " b plain ev~e to demoatlr•tioo, Qec;lufe the 
~· .fi.r.tt IJ'ritull are fil~Qt ab9Ut .W)Y ~.,; or •• 
li' difF.ercnn4pftitu.ti~ :'' but .this.¥ a V.e£Y ~d 
way .of demon,hatioo u ever . .,..as he•rd of i 
-.heir fuClOCe ~b:olit .any 4JqN or· oiifece~t in· 
.Gi.hllillllll, :4~ bJ 110-.- ~~r.a~, t~ 

dauc • 
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there'w~s none; (Qr though the remark may 
poffibly have fomc force in it, yet it call 
aever amount to tlnnD'!/!ratiDn. Or how doth 
Mr. B. know that no intimatltln hath bce11 
given us hereof in fome ; writings that are 
loft P But I wonder much, why our preacher 
ibould refer us to councils, and the autbo~ 
rity of flltben on this head ; for if it was 
the will of our Lore!, that thefe particu1al' 
()lfices fhou!d obtain in his church, if he had 
laid that ~d"s oo them, which our preacher 
feems to do; without aU doabt, we 1bould 
have bad an txprlfi dtdt~r£tit111 of this in the 
holy writings, the M~IJ rlli1 of a cbrillian's 
faith aDd obedience, with a particular defcri.,. 
lion of the nature of their refpe8iYc G8iccs, 
and the proper boiHldaries and Jimits of the 
ooe, in contra· ditlinltion to dte other: bot 
to make ufe of our author's words, with a 
{mall variation, to whkb I think I have much 
tbe beft right, " thefe lteing Ctltirely lilcnt 
t. in this affair, it atnounts to dcmooftra· 
" tion, that the three orders of etclefiaflict 
ac we now h1ive, Wt rc never infiitu&ed by 
., Chrift and his hely apofllta ;"' bot that 
this affair was left ~holly iadiff'erent by them, 
that dnifiians might hereafter make choice 
e>f fucb officers as would belt aafwe• the. 
~d of -religion, 11nd at the fame time lheuld be 
W !uit.c.l ~ &hie dl&:rcql drcupllapceJ 

4 
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of the fevera~ refpeCUve cbriftian churches and 
nations in the world. 

The paragraph which our author adds to 
con6rm his a1fertion, hath certainly fomething 
in it very remarkable and IIIICDI~mm, God for· 
bid he lhould have· many followers ; " that 
u. the truth of this, i. 1. of the divine in• 
'' flitution of bUhops, pricfta, and deacon~, 
" fiands ~pon the "'r' jam1 bafis, and is ~on· 
" firmed by the "'rJ fom• arguments, by 
ca which the authority of jcript11r1 itfilf is 
u demonfirated." I leave this to our preacher'• 
ferious conlideration ·and review, witlsout any 
remark. 

Bat to proceed, l think our author had 
much better have omitted the argument frolll 
'the promifcuous nfe of the terms, except be 
had given a more fatisfaltory anfwer to h 1 
for it is certain and undeniable; that no ar• · 
gument can be drawn for tiijJU.tt oftica from· 
the ufe of tiiffn-ent terms, if tbefe tiiffmlll 
tcrtnl are promifcuouOy ufed, and indUFereat• · 
Jr applied to thefc fuppofed tiiffwm o.6icers : · 
I mean, that ao argument from the llltfttiOil 

of tbe terltls • /Jijhop and tlder ln the holy 
wri-

• PerhAps, the following inflanc:e may exp~1L 
6is matter ; fuppofc thcte ia mcation made in any 

author. 



138. 9:'he ~illars D/ Pan_sT.Cll4F.'J' 
1ffit~o__g,, ('01fhij:h by t)lC; waJ, ~ the Q1lly ar­
gument made ufe of) is conclu.fi\!e foe a dif· 
firmt order or ~ct comprehended in and 
denoted by the diffir.tnl ter~, ~hen they are 
allowed to be indi~rently l!pplled to the 

faJD~ 

AUthor O( the terme . tfJIIjlabft and. /mu/!Jorougb, 
YfC noae. · J ltelieve, w9uld imagine, that 
m~r.ely l?e~aufe he !]lade afe of twa word•. that 
h~ meant two. dil\i.na oA\ceJ, but rather, that ho 
m~a~l ooe and the (arne b.y bot_~, if he mad~ ~ 
promi(c11ous ofe of the terms, and indiiFereotly ap­
plied tlu:m to. ODe an(t dae (ame perfon, calling 
him fo~timq a. mtflllPit, and fQ.mcd~e• an heai• 
btJrD11gh: 'neither' CIO limagine'any"io Weak tO t~ink, 
that becaufe I fometimea call Mr. B. an orator, 
and fometimes a. prttuher, that I mean a differcot 
Pf~(on, or di!lin.a o.r~r; w~.en it \1 tertai,Q, I 
make an indifferent and promifcuo,us ufe or t'be 
terms, and apply them to the lame individual 
pSrfop. · 

But· out IJ~th.Qr . ~m$ not to have &JWrt~ndcd 
the nature Qf the: -arg~Jlllent,_ or where . the fo'rce 
oftlle objeaion lies, •hiCh 'dotli"not confifl' in 'this 
caly,'- ·~at 1he praaai6i:uoas ufe of tbe terms, h 4 
direa prqof ~f ·the i#)epti,ly of dte offices ; bu.t wh~4 
th~ P:~atte.~: • .w\ti~h it th~ p1t:~.ot cafe. is l~ft un· 
fettled and Ul)determined by the apoftles, where 
we ha•e no exprefe declaration that the offices 
arc Wbn' Qr di&ioa. aor. f4nJ tbing io tbc u·. 
tpfe of ~e. t'}ip~ w~ich fuppoiet~ fqc~ ~ di~feuce, 
th~r~ - no argument can f,C drawn from the ufe of 
two 'diiFerent rerms, if thefe terms are allowed at 
the fame time to be indiffer~ntly aDd 1lromifca-
.U4y afcd, · '· · · · · r ' · ~ ' ·• • 
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f,ua)e iad.Wi4u~ ~r(o, ; fo that he wbQ it 
call4;d an tlt/er, i& caJled hijb~, a~d ,;,~ 
tmfa. 

But our preacher not being difpofed · criti• 
call.y to. purfuc this fruitful point, adds this 
uoanfw.erable remark, ~·that what he ha\la 
u advanced is ackftowledged by catbolicks, 
" by hereticlu, by fchifmatkks, by men of 
'' oppofiao iDterefta, diai:rent kntim~ts, ani 
'' COl.ltrary parries, who bavo aU agreed tO 
t~ acknowledge tbe faa, as being iafupara­
,,. bly overcome by tilt: utive cvideo.ce of 
t• trqth • ., If what he hath advnced refers 
to tac divine iaftitntion of the three orders, 
which I think it feems to do; If Mr. B. hath 
aAfuraoce enough to afTert ·ibis, there is DG• 

'\ling, l believe, but w.bJt he JU"Y p1evail \1P91 
~~kif tq fay. 

Afw what. hatq been alr"dy, laid.l tltint 
lt nadlefs to J:emark upoa. tu ~ which he 

· hath made of the fathers ; though, probablr, 
if a narrow inquiry was made i~to this aff.:air, 
our pre,cl\~r mi~ht l\ppear as fo!Jt, a~ St. Jt· 
rDI(It, whom h~ is pleaf~4. to ~o~pli~e~t witt-. 
tile charaae_r; I thall ther~fore beg leav~ to 
P,afs on to his fixte~oth page, where~ havin' 
Qnc;e ~~ablifhed 1\i~ ~W~t he ~rows outra-· · · 
JlQJA$, raves and rants in the ml>il fcanda-
. · loua 
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fous extravagant manner ; by l'irtue, fays he-• 
of their divine miffion, '' the evangelical prieft­
" hood tranflates us out of darkoefs. into God' a 
" marvellous light; raifes men from the earth, 
" and brings God himftlf dowa from the 
" regions of heaven. By bleffiog •ifible ele­
" ments, it makes them invifible grace. It 
" difpofes of that body which was given for 
" the life of the world, and that blood which 
~· was poured out to redeem metls prccioat 
'' aod immortal fouls. Oh miracle of good­
" oefs l oh adorable bounty of God l that 

· 4' fach traofcendeot power .dlould be giYco to 
'' the Cons. of .finfal men ! what amazing dul­
" ocfs is it therefore not to admi(e I what 
" .dlock.ing proplumml[s i's it not to r4tltrl fo 
" great an authority !'' and be immediately 
adds, " teiDporal princet haye indeed a power 
" to bind, bot thar affeas the body C)aly, 
4 whereas millijltrilll power binds· the. foal, 
., is extended beyond the grave, reachtl et'Cil 

~· to haYca, uad triumphs Ct'CD wbh ctcrnitf 
~ ltfelf.'' 

. Bat now let us fee what we can make­
of all this rant. That the evangelical prieft~ 
hood ~rinzt God himfolf tbwn from the regio111 
Iff heavm, 11•tl ly hltj}i11g tJiflblt tleme11ts1 ma.lts 
them ill'llijihle grau, is, Jn my opinion, a very 
Gd4 expre.(ioo io a ['r1ttf/11111 divine; it fmclls veq 

· ftrons 
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frong of -,opd'j abd tranful!fit~lltiatiDPI, not wit}l6. 
out a mixture of tonjuratioll and ltgtritm•in r 
for no fooner are the words h~t !II cwpu1 
(or in the corrupt conjuring fiile, h~tlls p~tus) 
pronounced, the mighty wonder working words 
from the mouth of the pritjls, but the 'f!ija/1 
1l1mmts we are totd, vanifh at once, 'and 
what pray have we left in their room ? why 
it feems, itr~Jijihk grtm, or rather God himftlf; 
for if our preacher did not defign 'him for 
this purpofe, I cannot poffibly conceive, what 
other reafon be bad for llringing him dnri 
from th1 rtgions o/ ht(lf)tn; and therefore well 
might he in rapture and extafy cry out, oh 
miracle! oh tranfcendent power! and well 
might he call it .fo~eling propha71tntji not to 
rrotrt fo great an authority, an authority it 
feems infinitely fuperior to that of kings, for 
their power affil1s the body onf;, hut tbisJamt 
minijltrial power binds th1 foul, o11d is lxtmdtd 
lltJond tht grow, ond triumphs with tttrnity 
itft!f: fo ~hat if his majefty, or the flate 
1h0utd happen to be at variance with our 
preacher or his brethren, I fear, they would 
come ofF by the worft; for though he -might 
bind their bodies, yet I dread to think what 
a v.tO: and mighty revenge they would take 1 
a revenge, I doubt not, equal to the very ut· 
moft extent of their power ; which brings to 
my mind tltc DoWc carl of Wt~rwi~l's wilh. 

w.bich. 
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which, apon obr pre4cher's -priodpk,, is nd· 
ther unfeafonablc nor impertillCilt at prcfeat. 

• Oh mitht 1/iw, t• IJJifs· thiiNipp, tkJ,, 
Wbm Rome ttl mw1 11fotps tyrotlnuK .fiHJ; 
·Or, 1h11t t~m1v~ tlf(J' llfl1' JlfmuJa'"' fi, 
'The lmtd lhroughn~t Jr~t~~fopwjiitilll ftw: 
With lings, wiH fill (171 · i1llflp11111111t tbront, 
Alld liJHII ,·p.wer fupr~t~Uiiflllls thtir DU>n, 

But fure our preacher is not in earnell, 
when he thiqks himfelf pofi"elfed of this oliglity 
power ; God forbid he · ~ld have it, for I 
fear he would make furious work: nay, I 
am fomewhat in pain, left I fuould be made 
to feel its dreadful and wondrous e1Feas. I 
think' whoever gave Mr. B. orders lbonld 
have previoufly coilfnlted the temper apd dif· 
pofition of his mind, and not have intruficd 
{o great a power in the hands of a perfon, 
who feems fo very unfit for it; bot how· 
ever, as be hath not that fame temporal. power, 
which he feems to defpife, which atreas the 
body, I am, methinks, pretty eafy, and lhould 1 

not be very much concerned if he did try his 
other power upon me; though perhaps, I might 
be in the wrong. for he fays, " that it is 
~ the very ntmoft extravag-ance of madnefs, to 

• Humfr'J dake ofGiollt~tr. 
_7 
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c• defpife Ol' dt:ny·a po'Wcr, Without which ~c 
" can hope for no ,·falvatidn." ·Haw l not 
hope for falvation without th~ power of • 
prieft ? Very fad truly : but hOw doth this 
appear ? Why, for our comfort, ·the next fen~ 
tence begins with a fM'" -and ~h~rc I .fqppoft: 
we are to look 'for the reafon, . if p_erc:hancc 
we can .6Qd any, " for . if none, fays our 
" preacher, none in a reg11lar wAy, can ~nter 
" into the kingdom of ~eaven,. (but by the 
way, I hope none enter there by an irregular 
way, or if they do, if' they are once ·there, 
I believe it is much the fame thiDg) " un­
" Jefs he be fir.ft regenerated with water and 
" the Holy Gho.ft ; if he that eateth not 
" the .flelh of the Lord, and drinketh not 
" his blood, is ahjf!lutely deprived of eternal 
" life ; and if it be by the hall~wed and 11p· 
" lifted hands of the minijiry, that all thefe 
" things muft be done ; how can eitper the 
" inextinguithable fires of hell be avoided, 
" or the radiant crowns of glory prepared 
" for men in heaven be obtained, without 
" their help and affiftance ?" We have abun· 
dance of ifs here, and yet if any one be de· 
ncient, I fear our preacher's fine fcbeme is 
entirely deftroyed ; and according to Mr. B.'s 
ufual manner of reafoniog, it would be no great 
wonder, if they are all defe8ive. B.y the 
fidl and fc:c:ood, I apprehend him to JDeao, 

if 
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if none ·can enter into the liogdom of beavea 
except they are bapti:ui, and receiYe the com­
,,;,, : bit argument and manner of reafon· 
ing fappofetb they cannot ; whereas nothio1 
is more troo tbaa the reverfe, nay, our preacher 
feems to be an entire fuanger to the prio­
ciples of that church whereof he is a mem· 
ber and prieft, which never cfteemed lap. 
tifm, and the receivipg the communiln, oecef· 
bry to falvation, and much Jefs according to 
oar preacher's manner of expreffion, that be 
who did not receive the communion was ahfo­
IMttly deprived of eternal life : nor doth there 
feem to be the leaft foundation for this idlt 

/f111C1 of his in the holy writings, or in the 
nature or reafon of the thing. Is baptifm, 
or receiving the communion, recommended or 
enforced in any particular mar.ner in the fcrip· 
tures, upon cbrifiians ? not in the lea.Cl, there 
is no Jlrtji laid on them, nor are they prt./Jttl 
upon us as our duty ; mentioned as fuch they 
are indeed, and that is all. As to the m­
charifl, I do not remember, that through· 
out the whole gofpel or epiftles, the apoJlks 
do in a particular manner i".[!ft upon ·this as 
a chrUlian duty ; it is mentioned, I think, 
but once by St. Pa11l, and that is a bare 
oarration of the method obferved by our 
Lord, in its primitive infiitntion l whereas 
was tbe pral\kc hereof peceJfary to falYation, 

Ale 
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he would, without aH doubt, hu~ recommen­
ded it in th~ jlrmufl ttrms, and -have [rt­
IJUtnt/y pr!ffid it upon Chrifiiaas. And it is 
a yet wilder -imagination, to fuppofe baptifm 
necelfary to falvation; for as infan:s them­
felV"es are incapable Gf having it done, if they 

: . Olould die in their nonage, or when they 
are adult, thef fhould omit it upq_n fuppo.fi­
tion they had been baptized, when at the 
fame time, ·we beg leave to fuppofe tbeJ 
~d not. this necelfarily makes their fal­
vation to de: pend not upon their. virtuous 
or vicious condua, but upon the will and 
conduCt: of another; which is fo "precarious and 
foolilh a foundation, as is utterly unworthy 
the God of infinite mtr'! and wifdtJm. But 
fuppofe we grant our orator his alfertioll 
in both th~fe particulars, which, by the way • 
. be ought to have proved, and not place the 
main firds of the .controverfy upon an if, 
and then ,Rrefently tell us, he hath proved 
the point in debate ; yet except his other if 
be proved true, which unfortunately for him 
and . his cau{e is manifellly faJ{e, it will l:)e 
to, no purpofe : " and if, fays he, it be by 
" the hallowed and uplifted hands of the mi­
" niflry, that all tbefe things mufl be doDe,,. 
;. e. that baptifm and the facrament of the 
fupper mull be adminillered. 

VOL. J. ·a Ia 
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Jn anfwer to which, I beg leave to obf.c:rve,_·· 
that there is not the lean foundAtion in the· 
holy 'writing~. for us to fuppofe_ that baptifm 
ought to be adminifired by the hands of the 
clergy only; nay, our preachec: is condemned, 
if not by his own, yet by the church of Rumt, 
which is too fond of power to lhare any part· 
of it to the laity, but upon a jull and proper 
occafion; which, though it ·prefers the pratlice 
of baptifm by -the clergy, as moll agreeable 
to order and decency, yet doth oot efieem 
thi~ t/fo1ltial _to baptifm, the allowing it to _ 
be valid when · 3dminille~ed by the. hands of. 
a midwiji -;..and certainly there is pothing ill 
the nature of the thing, that it .cannot be 
performed as well and ejfillually by the equal­
ly hallwttl and uplifted hands of the ldtttr 
as t~e firnm-. The fame · holds good with 
regard tc the other facrameot; but as I de~ 
1ign to refume this argument before I con­
dude, - I beg lene to difmifs it at prcfent, 
with this farther remark, that what hath bcera. 
aTready faid, doth entirely deftroy the ima~ 
ginary force and firength of Mr. B's reafoniD~ 
upon this head. , 

We ire now arrived at our preacher's fe­
c:ond ol:fo,.vablt, (any one but an unil'er­
fi~ orator, it is very probable, would have 

Jxen 
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·been content with the old w~rq obfervation) 
wh!ch is, " that all oppofition to this mini­
" 1lry, really is, and mull be looked upoa 
" ·as exceeding linful." He begins his proof 
of this point thusJ " if tb~ religion of Chtift 
~· cannot be duly propagated and performed 
H WithOUt a 1:00ft30 t f UCCeffiOO of preacherS and 
u minifiers'; if the office and fucceffion of the 
'~ mini!i:ry be aCl:ually implied end iollituted 
~· ·in the holy fcriptures; if thefe very men, 
cc who by God's own appoiBtment are the 
'~ minifiers of his word, are alfo the mini­
u fiers of his holy facraments; if they who 
., have . l01boured in the minillry, without be­
" iag regularly appointed to it, have been 
u coqfiantly condemoed by the whole church 

. 4 ' of ( hrifi ; then it i.s certain, that all op­
~· po!ition to this minifiry, is an eppofitiott 
u to religion itfelf, and c;onfequently mufi be 
" a .fin." But if all thefe ifs fuould prove 
to. be falfe, which it would be no difficult 

- . I 
matter to m.tke appear; nay, I doubt not but 
anoCl: of them appear fo already, then - the 
coofequence drawn frotn them is weak and 
invalid; nay:, if all of i.h~m are .allowed tQ 

be true, yet no fuch conclu!ion can be jufily 
. draw11 from fu~h premi~es: fof upon fuppo­

fitioo of their truth, how will Mr. B. make 
it appear, that all oppofi,tion to this mini­
firy, is lin oppo.fitioo to religion itfclf? None 

H 2. are 
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are fo foolHh to oppofe a minifier of the 
gofpel, merely as foch ; for w.bere is the '!Vroog 
done to aoy people or party in being taught 

·or infiruClcd l or why thould they oppofe fuch 
for no reafon ? No ; our preacher hath cer· 
tainly miftaken the true fiate of the cafe. 
If the miniLlers of the gofpel do not aa agree­
ably to their charatler and profeffion, if in- _­
fiead of ttachi11g and injlrutling, they are only 
defirous of rule and gefltrnmmt, no wonder 
they are oppofed, and certainly not without 
juLl reafon, and confequen_tly this is far from 
being an oppofition to religion itfelf. To 
which, in anfwer to his premifes, 1 beg leave 
to add, that if thefe men had never been 
born, our holy religion would have been duly 
prDpagattd and ptrfirmtd, with equal, or ra-
. ther greater fuccefs ; perhaps indeed, by per­
fons not . regularly appointtd, in the fenfe of 
our preacher ; and perhaps, for want of fuch 
an appointment, they might have been con­
demned by fome very weal and ambitiws men ; 
.yet this would have done thtm no differvice. 
nor have been any hindrance to the progrefs of 
our holy reUgion. 

But our ~uthor was perhaps confcious, that 
what he advanced was no fervice to his caufe ; 
he goes in his next fctlion a .Llep · fartfler : 
u But farther, fay• he, if Chri.Ll has recdved 

3 -« meo 
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" men to falvation upon terms and con­
u ditions propofed and offered by him, not cal­
•• cula.ted and contrived by them, then it is ne­
u cetrary that ttiefe terms and conditions lhoutd 
•• be nicely weighed, and ferioufly regatded; 

. u if Chril\ has a power of making any in· 
u filtutions, the impious confequence of de• 
u nying which I dare not purfue; if Chri!l 
61 (l fay) has a fufficicnt power~ or a divine 
u right, of making any infiitutions, then cer­
n tainly thefe inl\itutions ought Oriaty to 
u be obferved. And lafily, if Chrif\ has a 
u right to our obedience, be has undoubtedly·a 
'' right to prefcribe the rules, the forrtis, the 
~' meafures of that obedience ; and for men 
•c to violate thefe rules, would be a profan~· 
'.' tion of hi's Jaws ·and injuncHons, and there­
'' fore cannot but be a fcaodalous contempt 
" of heaven!'· I cannot but remark, that 
this feCl:ion d.iffers from the preceding ; in the 
former, neither premifis nor cmcluji~n were 
true, but in this they are both fo ; but at the 
fame .time, they are attended with this unhap· 
pinefs, that they are nothing at aU. to the: 
purpofe ; therefore our preacher is difpofed to 

. try it 11gmn, to fee whether he can mend th~ 
matter at the third trial • 

. cc. Again, fay• hct, if chritlianity . itfelf en .. 
" tides us to fabatiori, oo.othcrwife than. wit. 

li3 Uia,. 
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" is a covenant of grace~ if the only aoe­
" quate and proper obedience to chrifi•s laws 
u is firi81y obeyiog them in the very fame 
"' fenfe that Chrifi really intended them ; if 
" for very weighty reafons we are obliged 
" to alfent to fome of Cbrifi's dochines, in 
" the fame .fenfe in which be taught them, 
u it wm alfo for the very fame reafons f•l­
" low, that we are indifpenfibly obliged to 
«-obe}t fome · of his infHnnions in the very 
" fame manner in whkh be has prefcribed 
" : them,. This feiHon is of the fame oa-

. ture with the preceding, both its premifes and 
eon.clufton are true, but. have no relation to 

the prefent argument, wherefore our preacbtr 
i.s willing to try it &nee mor1-. " Qnce more, 
" fays he, either divine inAitutwns are to be 

' ·' complied with, Of' they are not. lf they 
·~' arc not~ (\vhy I pray) inay not divine rt:­
" velation alfo be laid afide ? This we are 
" fure of, they .O:and on the very fame :foun­
u dation ; the nafoo and nature of their 
" obligations art perfe8Jy and entirely the 
'' fame, they. are both the ·indi(patable will of 

· '' G.od difcoyered to maukilld ; the one of 
'' thetft to be nicely obferved, the :ocher to 
h be fully believed.. If, therefore, - ·IU'e 
·" not bound to comply with his will in the 
'' ooe cafe, it \Vill foem •ery cliflicolt, to any 
" i.Dlpartid .judge; to dctenn~ue 11pon what 

"grounds. 
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'u grounds we are obliged to 'fubmit to it in 
·u lhe other.", .. 

Here, I mull confefs, I am fomewhat at a 
Jofs to know what out preacher drive!! at : 
fuppofe we gra11r, which I believe none will 
deny, that divine infiitutions are to be com· 
plied with ; what then ? What fervice will it 

-do him.? Why then, the order of the priefi· 
hood mull be complied with ; but what is 
meant by comflitd with? Doth any one re­
fufe to be taught or injlru!led? But perhaps · 
t hi~ is not fuffident; for betides this, they 
mull fubmit to be ruled and govtrr.td: but 
this is' a thing of a quite different and con• 
trary n!lture, which is by no means dfintial,. 
proptr, or Jit for the office of the priefihood ; 
no .~ondef. therefore, if they !lre not complied 
wid:1 here. . But if any one fuould be fo fulleD 
to deny, that divine inllitutions are to be com­
plied with; What then? fays our preacher, 
,, why, pray, may not divine· revelation alfo, 
" be laid afide ? And perhaps, the fame 

. perfons may be willing to. obli~ .tlim in this 
·in fiance alfo ; and what then? W'hy thm 
--- nothing at all. It was certain-ly our 
author's 'bufincfs, ·to have proved thefe prin­
-ciple•, and then have applied them in a firifr 
proper way of reafoning and argument, and: 
aot talk with his ifs and ands, in fuch a loofe~ 
. ld. 4: Jam.-
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rambling. way, about an afFair which hath loag 
been, and~ I doubt not, ever will be, matter 
cf debate. 

Our · preacher liaving trifled fo long under 
this head~ is willing at lall " briefly and ef­
" feClually to difpatch it ;'' and, I confcfs, I 
thi"ok it time ; fer us ttiereforc attend to him, 
and fee how lie acquits himfelf: lie adds, 
" lf.the power, the miffion, the authority of 
" the mii1ifiry be confiituted of heaven; If 
" it oe commanded of God for a perpetual 
" ordinance ; if it be impofed upon us by 
" him, wliom all things in heaven and earth 
" gladfy oBey; if it 15e appointed' to be k>r 
''" ever ooferved in his church, woe ! eter­
u nal woe lie to him tfiat figntetli agaioft: 
" Godl: Tlie true, tlie humbte, th\: 
" pious dirilllan; can no more De the crea­
" ture of liis own fr.ail • opinions, than h~ 
·~ can be tlie author of his own eternal falva­
" tilin." This is as little to the· purp,ofc a~-

• J\ ia certainfy a · vety meah ·ar~alnent, eirb~r ., 
ef piety or hlllllility, for a' perfon to be guhled 
by the opinion of others ;. (o that upon ;a llriSer 
enquiry intO this altair, r doubt not but our preacher 
~i"r allo\v it to be the daiy of every dttiftian to Be 
gin4ed and a~uated by his· own fentirnentt, though 
really -~eur 10 weak in themfelv~s, or in the opi.· 
nion -of "Others .. 
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any- thing.that goes before; our preacher feems· 
to be contending only ~ith fome adverfllries 
of his own j11ncJ and im11ginatiDn· only; for, 
1 dare.fay, no perfon living would oppofe tlie 
preacliers of the gofpel' (o long as they kept· 
within their proper province ; his eternal woes 
might therefore have well been fpared for thole, 

·wbo, for juflcr reafons, are. tbe.objetls of his.~ 

. dtf2Ieafure •. 

We: are DQW at lafi liappily arrived to· 
our preacher's third and laft obfervable, 
which is, " that no excufe can poffibly bo 
6 ' fo~:~n4.. out by men, which will induce God · 
" to pardon thofe that obfiioately perfevc~ : 
" in.opp,ofing, the. efiablilhed minifiry~ '' 

ram realty weary·-of foltowing our-authbFt . 
ftep- by fl:ep; through his feveralwandcriogs,. 
I thaU· therefore beg: leave only to make fome · 
general. remarl.."! on this head, not forgetting . 
to ·take particular notice of what appears moft 
remarkable·; with a promife, that if ever it be 
required, 1 ,wiJl fubmit to· the. dt:udgery. of 
examining eYery individual. paragraplt, and' 
doubt not to point out the.. folly and iocon,. 
fequcmce of- his· reafooings, }. might have faid ' 
J"avin:gs, throughout almoft every fentcnce, Jo 
rbe fatisfa~Uoa of -uy reafeaable pcrfon .. . 

H S Ia-. 
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In the mean time I beg leave to obferve,, 
that .. o~r preacher is an entire tlraoger to the 

. aat~~ of fthifm, whkh be .makes to con lilt 
in. a feparation from the !floblijhtd church if 
a countr,, whereas nothing is more true, than. 
·.tlis is falfc.. 

A ftpar~tion, or the not jointog 1o commll>­
aion., with the eftabliLhed church, is in itfelf 
a thing of an. harmlefs innocent nature, and 
ought by no means to be confidered in the 
·odious light ·wherein our orator reprcfents it. 
Is not the dilrenter a cbrUHan equally with our 
{elves i Doth not he equally believe that Jefus. 
is the meffiah? Doth not he-equally depend-

- upon the- merits and interceffion of the faille · 
common faviour and mediator, for his acct:p~ 
.tance with God? Have we not one hope, 
.one faith, one baptifin? Where then is the­
di~rence between ui, or wher.e doth flhifnk 
lie?. Why, it _feems he dilfers from us about: 
the ufe and ftgnificaocy. of foltle IJfttrnol ..dts 
aniurt11Wiin, whic:b, it is agreed· on all handf~ 
are not at all- lj{tntial· to our. holy religion: 
hut this · d1fference in opinions.. is no matter 
of firife and conten-tion, llnd though he dif­
'8grees concerning thefe ldftr trifling things.., 
Jet he ftiH continues- in . peace and charity; 
-.uh. \11~, fo . t~a:t bert is no reoding ·the body , 

g£. 
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-efCbrift, or deftroying that harmony, ·unio&> 
aad peace ~hich ought to obtain among tho. 
followers of the blelred Jefut. B.ut• perllapa; 
it may be objeCled farther, that he doth 110~ 
join in communion with us, which, though. 
,granted, does not prevent, or C\lt. biin off,. 
from being a memlur of thct. fame tmdiviJii/.' 
/Jody; for though he joins in comrnuniOn ..... withl 
t.bofe, whofe modes of wodhip are in hls opi .. 
nion,. more agreeable to the wil} of our l.brd,. 
yet he may in a firia and· proper fenfe be faidl 
to be in union with us, and that equally.'((),. 
as if he fhould receive the comm.nnio~ in our.· 

· c;hurches, and .according to-our manner-.. 'I;'he: 
: nature of fihifm, which the -!lpofHe fo ,oarnellly.· 

guarded us· againtt,. c:onfifts in a fotliD•s tDa­
tmtiltU temper, and .difpoGtion of. mind; dif­
~overing itfelf in our. .. malice,.. ~vy, er. hatred! 
againfl our brethren, agaiilft thofe metnbers-. 
of Chrifl's- ~oly bod)', whom, it- it enr. dufW 

· to }l)ve, cherifil; ·aad aditl: this is-truly, fdlifin,. 
-of which the. members of the fatne partic:v­

. lM: religioiJS. foclety ar-e n capable, urihofli.: 
of diJfertnt· communions ; and this., aacordillg: 
to out preacher's. defcription, of fc:hifm~ '' it; 
u direaly. oppofite to ·that fpirit· of love and! 
-c union, that. -meeknoefs .. an.d goodnef,, thatt 
"' candour. and teodernef&~ that patience· andl 
.... tan& fu1feril!g;. which iS. dle ~eolian ma~ 

JW,· ~· 
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. u the dillinguithing charat\er~ the brlght. ~ 

u eireotial badg.e o£ Cbrifi's difciples." 

A; perf1>0 of this temper and difpofitiotr of 
inind, is a fihifmat;ck~ in the ftrilf. aad·· pro•. 
per fenfe of the word ; but. lie that differs 

· from 1\is brethren in fmali' and· trifling mat-­
ters, though we fupflo(e hitn to differ in what' 

· are generally effeemed the fundfniUntali of 
chrifiianit}t, yet if he continues in charity. with: 

· his br.etbren, (and a .meor di.lference in opinion 
hatli certainty no natural tendency, to de­
llroy peace and charity amongfi mankind), doth. 
by no means deferve tlle fevere charaCter'., 
er treatment" of a ft'hifmoticl; for the bonds­
of peace and· lo•e are not broken, nor tlie body:' 

· of Chrift rent or divided, but· the fame divine 
· barmonyfubiifis,.as though they ag_reed in ev.o­

ry the mofi minute. aarticulilr• 

But to purrue tnis argument a liit1e far-ther,. 
t_he dilfenters have an equal right to infifi upoe» 
our agreement. with tbeir modes of wodhip,. 
and our joining. in communion with thc91., 
and to charge us witb fihifm upon our re­
fufal : for what right or erctence hav.e we to­
wfift upon thew compliance, mere than tbey­
~ve of ours~ Perhaps it may be faid, that our 

· UlOdes of wodhip are. prefesable to theU;s ;; 
but how doth this apeear ?'-we iOdecd think -.. 
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the one, -and they, perhaps with eqaru rea:­
foo, think the contrary. _ BLJt then 01M' all­
thor fays, that we are the iflablijhld cb¥rcb, 
and they Ought to comply upon that acc«?Unt: 
a weak argDment truly, and if it proves any 
thing, proves too much ; for truth is not efta­
blifiled by number, nor reafon by a majo­
rity; and though the minority in lelfer in· 
different matters, for the prefervation of mo-. 
1ua.l peaee an" charity, ought to febmit to 

· the majority, yc:t when this end is not to 
1>e anfwcre\1, as in t\le prefent ca~, (for why 
mull any wanl of peace Of charity be fup­
pafed to attend our di&reat religious fenti­
men1S) then the/ argument is of no force, 
and the mioorisy may as well preferve their 
~hrifiian liber;ty and freedom, there being no 
1eafon to tbe contrary. 

:But if the difi"enter is- obliged to pay that 
~eference and regml to t·he '.ftohlij)mi churdJ, 
merely becaufc: it is !f/ahlijhtd, 1 fear our 
preacher, if I.e ltati li•ed iu 4-8, or goes but 
on tJ;.e other 1id<t ·of the Twnd, mull either • 
renounce his religi~o, ·aad thQ{e fa-vourite prin­
ciples on which he lays fucb a mighty firefs. 
or elfe yield up his eaofe.-as entirely defence-

. lefs; for die fiun-ci ariDJments on which tie· 
founds- the abfolute neceffity of conformity to 
aile !fldlijlml- ,}J,.,b if Englantl, ue equany 

Ya].i4 
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~alid ·io &otht"', with rcfpKho 'the lirl; for~ 
u be obfeNes. thoJl8b w.ith what ,j!IBice ap­
plied, I letve otbcrs to judge, '' that th~ 
u . etornal ucl iunmacable nature of things can. 
" De9C1' be •ltorcd i and tbat It .is aWohttt· 
... Jy impollible that trutb;. al••11 frmple aod 
4 ' uniform, Otould eur becobte faHhood, or 
" ahat faflhood Jhould becoD.te heavenly ttoth:•· 

"' As Jeog therefore, add's he, -as the church· 
•' requicei no terms of communion, but wha. 
cc are in thtmfel1et lau;[~tl (and ao longer 
•• is It the true church of CbrUl than when­
., it does- fo) as loog as the church impofe$· 
•• no articles either of faith or religion, but. 
" what are entirely confonant to the holy 
~' .fcriptures; as long as the · auth6rized mi;. 
"' niOers preach no doarinet, but what are: 
" grounded upon thefe very fcriptures, fo long. 
cc will aU oppofidon to the tflaUifoed minillry. 
" be a rending the body and bowels of ou~ 
"' blelfed faviour, 'be a deftroying the peace,. 
" order anll so•ernment of the church, be· 
"' a promoting die deligns of beU, ·and en­
" J"'"giog tbe f-pacious kjogdoms of iutolcrabdc. 

. ~ ciarknefs." 

:lut caonot- this. be pkadtd .with as _~ 
11. grace by a pretbyter ·of the iir.J of Sr4tlanJ, 
~ 'b! a.. irici. of ·the -duirdl .<If £1Jilt1Nl I IF-

. . l~ 
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· ttatfe M'gutnttrts~ •ad .t)sis plea are valid '"'''-p. 
lbey mu.ft neceffatily be -tfk~d equally va· 
!id there; for tllat me .kirk of &otltllld re­
quires ttt&lawftt.l terms of COJDIDU1'lioa, or im­
pofetb articles of faith Jijfolllllfl to the ho)J' 
icriptwes, or that their miaitlerr preacfl doc-

. trlnes. which In aot ~oundtd opon tbefe­
-kriptures, it what~ ia my opioiou) will not 
l>e alferted, ~uch leu proved in hafte : or 

. wppofe 'our p~cber fuould think fo, yet he 

. feems to have entirely precluded bimfelf from. 
lhe benefit of tb.is plea, by telling us, " That 
u as for the plea of coofcic.oce, which men· 
u · fo loudly tciSe with in this impor~ant point,. 
'' ·it mull be fuptrfedcd by the only great 
"-'· and adequate rule of c:onfciencc, which i~. 

" no ·other than the fcripture itfelf, which­
"' highly condemns t~fl fihiflns a11d fitar•titns-. 
'' and openly denounces the fevereft ana· 
u themas againft them :" by which he would 
fecm. to intimate, that in the prefent cafe, 
there ·is no poffible relief, bu_t that our obli·­
gation to- a vifible unio11 with the t/Jahlijh11l· 

. church, is llhjohttt/y and indijpmfo/Jlf ntc!ffiz• 
. rJ', and th~t •~tbi"g eaa excufe it ; though. 

by reviewiog the paragraph jufi aboYe quoted,.. 
one would be apt to imagine, that this is 
not his feofe and opinioo·: for ther:e he fee!lls. 
to place our obligation. to t~mmllllitm with th1 
Yfa!J 'if!Nd 'hMrch, UfOD- this fuj?pofitioo-, thatt 

1bo-
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file requireth no rtnlawful terms of commu­
nion. But then, who is to be the judgeio. 
this cafe, concerning the Jawfalnefs or uil~o 
laWfulnefs · of the terms required ? IP the per-· 
fons themfelves, then I think: OIH'· author muft 
admit, that their· judging· tbe terms of coa­
munion required to be anlawfol, is a fofticient• 
excufe for their feparation. But I ca& hardly 
fuppofe, be will' allow the. lait' power and· 

- authority to judg, in fpiritual matters; no,. 
this power mnfi: certainly be lodged in tlte 
priefihood ~ but then, without a-H doubt, OftC 

prieft who hath equal power and antbO· 
rity with another, hath an equal right of 
judging for the laity ; fo · that· a French, -·a.. 
Rem1}1, a Spa11ijh ·(or even a prieft before tl'l'e. 
reformation) has a right·of judging-in the room 
of the people equal -to Mr~ Betf.J:.: ' 

But notwithltandlng r have examined· otrr• 
author's meaning very exacHy, I am_ fiill' at· 
a Jofs to know whether he doth · allow any 
thing whatrotr, to be a- juft ground of {epa­
ration from the ¢a!J/ifotd church; for though 
by the paragraph lafl referred to, he feems to 
do it, yet prefently, as though he had made 
too large a conceffion, he feems ·to retraa it,. 
by telling us, " That the eternal nature of 
u things is the fame, that ·notwithftanditlg 
'.' people's fcrupln anlit pretences, fchifm· 'is 

" fchifm 
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" fthifm t\~U, and can never be 'made_to be 
u union ;" and then he adds the paragraph latl: 
quot~d, " that the plea of confcieoce mull 
u be fuperfeded by the fcripture, the only 
u great rule of confcience, which highly co~- · 

" demns all fihifms and ftparatiqfls." He.re 
again, he feems to own and deny it. in the 
fame breath : firft, -he caqs the fcripture the 
great rule of confciencc, intimat,ing, as one 
would imagine, that a chrit\ian ought to all: 
purfuant to the guidance and direaion of 
the fcripture, which is the very plea that all 
our ftparatijls ufe for their j'!Jlifoation; and 
then immediately adds, that the fcriptore high­
ly condemns all fihifms and ftpuations, which 
intirely deftroys what he had jull granted : 
for it is impoffible, that the fcripture ihould 
both' jz11ify and mipmn men in the fame ;,_ 
ili'flidual allion; for if, as our feparatifis aiTure 
us, that the fcri pture is the rule ·of their con­
fcience in their fepa~;ation (whether this be 
reality, or pr~tence, ·does no way concern us, 
that muft · be left to the great fear.cher of 
hearts) that fame fcripture cannot at the fame 
time condemn them for fepuatiog. 

With regard to the truth and foundatloD 
of this plea, whether, I mean, in their fepa­

. ration they aa according to the direaion of 
the fcripture, is a quefiion 'of a different na-

- cure • ' 
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ture; poffibly they may be miflaken concern­
ing the true fenfe and meaning of thofe particu­
lar parts of the holy writings, upon which their 
feparation is grounded; but if they have taken 
due and proper means to inform their }udg· 
ment, and aa .in the integrity and fincerity 
of their hearts, nothing is either more tr11t 

or more plain, than that they are excufable 
for thdr error; and our prtacher himfelf, I 
doubt not, upon fecond thoughts, will admit 
the jufiice of their plea, and acquit them -of 
this grievous fin of fchifm: for who, I pray, 
muft be Judges, whether they undcrfland the 
fcripture in its true and proper feofe, they 
or we ? tbty without doubt have the faiJle rig~l 
to judge for themfl/ves, as we for olir:fihm,. 
and an equal right to judge for 111, as w• 
for thtm. · 

The next thing whtch our preacher takn 
notice of, is epijcopacy, and there he gou 
on in his ufual ranting pompous flrain: to 
give him his due; he doth not aim at an ~ 
a~gummt, I ihall therefore only point out fome 

• of his jiowers. He fays, " epifcopacy is the 
" 'lJtry pillar and foundation of all pure rc­
" ligion, and the l>~jl and greatejl, if not the 
"'' enly fecurity of our prefent . happy eflabliCh­
~' meut." If this be tru~, I am very forry 

· foa 
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for it; we are, I think, in a very unhappy 

· condition, both our rtligion and the .flate have 
·-but a Tery llender pillar and fupport. This 
,account of our.religidn and government, though 
perhaps it may be agreeable to &he cburacter 
of an Oxoni~n orator~ is certainly uobecom- ' 
ing a thrijlian Jivint, and a trw Engiifoman : 
I trufi in God our holy religion· hath a much 
~ronger pillar IUld foundari~o, and would fub-
1ifi in all its furit,, and fplcndor, if there 
was no tijhDp in being: nay, I caooot dif­
cov.er any r~afon we have to boaft of greater 
purity than our neighbours -in the 7M'th, or 
our brethren of the rtjtl'mtti riJurdtts abro.1d • 
. As to QUr .pr-efent. hliPPJ tfla/Jifom~t~t, if 'lif­
~ttpac1 was ~ts only, or its jtjf, or .gr!¢1}1 
fecurity, 1 lh9uld 1incerely mour.n over. and 

_ lament ·its weak condition • . Nor, by the way, 
can l fee any reafon wby our preacher fuould 
mention this, if he did not defigo it as a ta­
cit relle8ion upon the Jiffinttrs for their want 
of /Dyalty; and if fo, he doth; io my opinioo, 
deferve , a feverc rebuke ; for they, to their 
fo7i4ur, and our jhame be it fpoken, ·have al­
way.s approved themfeltes to be hearty fri,cnads 
·to the· prtfent happy efiabiUhmeAt. 

Much of the fame .nature ·with ·the for.e­
going, is what follows io the fa~~H: pt~ge. 

· ~· the fpiritual powers t.hat be, are ordained 
· ~·of 
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" of God ; to rebel againft them, is to rebel 
" againft heaven J to invade their authotity, is 
u to infringe upon Chrifi's peculiar property. 
" And we havedemonfirative arguments, drawn 
" from the worth and excellency of the fou1, 
" to prove that our obligations to ecclefia. 
" fiical obedience, are fironger than thofe 
" that flow either from civil or natural re· 
" lations." Our preacher {eems here to be 
got into the third heavens, or into the gloomy 
regions, where, furrounded with clouds of thi<:k 
darknefs, he is far out of our reach : what 
u·;~th, or txttllt11C! there is in ttdtji'!Jiical obe· · 
dience, or indeed what obedience is due, or 
how any . argument to this purpofe can be 
dra.wn from the worth and excellency of the 
foul, is all above my comprehenfron; but as 
he thought it ncedkfs to mention his argu­
ments,- l think it equally needlefs to give any 
guefs, or be at any concern about them. The 
next remarkable thing our · preacher prefents 
us with, is · the charaaer of thofe 'Ui/t and 
wicktd perfons who have prefumed to inftrua 
their brethren, without tpiftDpal ordination ; 
and here he hath fet his ' invention 'on tbe 
rack to abufl and · 'Uilify his brethren. ODe 
would think it impoffible, that any thing io 
the thape of a man, much lefs a gtnt/im(lllt 
(though upon ~cond thoughts,- there are not 

mailJ 
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many. priefts who dc;ferve the chara8er) 
~ould difcover fo much 11111/ict, nw1 and rag• 
aAainft his inno.cent brethren, guilty only of 
the .imaginary crime of teaching others their 
duty, without firft receiving an order from a 
l>ifhop to do what they can as well do with· 
~u.t. " They profane, fays he, the facred 
" funaion, and m~ke .a trifle .of the mDjl 
u drtadful fin. The_y crucify their blefi"ed 
., Lord afrelh, and put him to an open fhame : 
'' they are incefi"ant troublers and feducers 
u of the ~ople: they are infallible fubver· 
'' ters and deftroyers of fouls. They take_ 
~~ away all di.illnClion between the 1hepherd and 
'" the flock. They are ufurpers of the broad 
.4, feal of heaven. Blind as Samfin, they exert 
~~- all their fir.ength, to pull down the pillars of 
.u our ecclefiafiical .conffitutioo ; and bold as 
" Pbamn, with a glaring ig.noranet, and uncon• 
" fcioas jmpudeQCe, &bey J.rn 11p the fpiritual 
." world." After our .preacher hath painted 
othc:m in thefe colours, no . wonder he_ lhould 
:add in the nex.t paragraph, that "whb.regard 
.'" to thofe prefumpruouLly arrogant .teacher!, 
" and their obftinately blind fiJIIIfum, charity 
~~ nerfelf, that heaveo-born virgin, repines 
~' that it · is not in lfer power to think fo 
"' favourably of them, as Orjztll did of tluir 
"' fathlr the devil, who faUly imagined be 
~ might be fucd." 

Much 
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Much of the fame nature and- ftrain is 
the laO: which. I {ball take notice of~ •• Af­
,., ter al~ fays our preacher, how rigidly fr-· 
" vere,. or exalted foel'er, our notio~s of a 
'' divine million, or the abfolute neceffity of 
" church gonmment may feem ; yet in cafe 
" of a· real and abfolute, not a falfe and 
" pretended neceffity (not the daring and 

·c• prefumptuow plea of the kirk, not the feign-
" ed, but _more plaufible excufe of Gmroa. 
" not the boafied moderation of thofe who 
'' falfiy call themfclves churthts reformed) we 
" would not willingly thinl thof.: men, who, 
,, though unauthorized, pioany preach the 
" religion of Jefus, to be guilty of facrilege, 
" or to incur the dreadful penalty of dam­
" nation. No; in pity to their unavoidable 
" m-isfortune, in compaffion. to their uncon­
" querable necdliry. we confign them not 
" to the indolent fiate of a gloomy depriva­
" tioo, nor fhaU we commit them to the. 
" mercilefs and irreverfi~te fate of eternal' 
'' mifery. They are in the hands of a mea·- ' 
" ciful creator, we leave them to their guardian 
" 11ngels, and to that providence which conti­
'' nually preferveth all things." • 

I believe thefe three paragraphs lafi quou·d 
are wigm11ls in their kind; 1 ,fcarce think 

1 · ilie 
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.they are to be paralleled . by any thing to 
be me.t with, in any controverfial difpute, 
1ince that famous one which the devil had 
with Michael ·the archangel: and it is poffi. 
ble, 119 being a-greeable to his temper and 
charaCter, tha.t he might manage his difpute 
againft the archangel, much in the fame man­
ner that _our preacher doth againfi his bre­
thren; but whe~er fuch conduCt is conlifteot 

r with the charaaer of a dzviflt, a . chr!Jiian, 
or a gmtltman, lleave to the impartial world 
to judge. As for myfelf, I profefs I fiand 
amazed at his confummate impudence, weak­
J~efs a()Ji uocharirablenefs; for thongh I waultl· 
'lind!] draw a fltil llfJtr tfltry human ill, ytt 
'in t~ain I jlrit~t, in t~ain I labour to txrufi him;· 
and if this be a fp.ecimen of univerftty reafon• 
ing and charity, God forbid it fhould have any 
admirers or followers. 

' 
Our' .preacb;r hath at one firoke conligned 

. ta. ;ttrnal damnation about one third of the 
Englijh nation, all Scotland in general, with· 
only a very fmall exception, the church and 
fiate of Gmtt~a, aad the whole body of rt­
formttl churchtt abroad; and for what.l Why 
only be£aufe they happen to differ from him 
in their oplnion concerning the ufe, necenity, 
and divine inftitntion of the tpiflopal order; 
wherein it is 'ertain, ~xcept our preacher i• 

; .. 
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infalliblt, and I can hardly imagine him vain 
~ough to pretend to it, they may be in the 
right, and he in the wrong. 

As for thofe amongR: . us, who wickedly 
and impioufly prefume to inftrua their brethren 
in the principles of our holy religion, with 
r~gard to fuch, I fay, and their blind followers~ 
it feems charity h.rji!f, that htav(n-born tJir­
gin, cannot think fo favourably ~s Origtn 
did of the devil ; but I fear, that charity, 
which cannot think thus favourably of them, 
in!lead of being an htavtn-born tJirgin, 
ought rather to be· eftecmed an ht/1-torll 
whort. 

. As for the lirl of Scotland, whofe . plea it 
feems is daring and prefumptuous ; and Ge­
neva, though- it hath a plaufible excufe, and 
\hough the reformed churches have modera­
~ion, yet thefe are guilty of no lefs than 
ja&ri/egt, and incur the dreadful penalty of 
<lerna/ dam11ation. . But our preacher is not 
willing to think (a manner of expr~ffion which 
feems to intimate, that he is fomewhat tlu­
hious about it) thus hardly of thofe, who un· 
der a real, abfolute, unconquerable, and un­
avoidable neceffity, (pray obferve how it is 
guarded) though unauth:riztd, do ph11J11 preach 
the religion of ~fus " fuch he doth not 

'~ confign 
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" configo to the . indolent fiatc of a gloomy 
" deprivation, · oor commit to the mercilcfs 
" and.- -.frreverfible fate of eternal mifcry.'' 
but yet ootwirhftaoding tbls gteat neccffity, 
it is obfervable how oowilliog · be is they 
.fuouJd be favcd; ~for he only leaves them in 
lhe hands of a mtrciful . crtot~r, and their 
ruordian IITitllt, "'here I am in like manner 
defiroos to leave them and our Drat!Jr too ; 

· for I thank God I have at laft done with 
him, and perhaps, gentJemtn, you think it time. 
for it is not improbable that I have wearied 
1'u, I am fure 1 have 1'11}/tif, in following him 
through all his waodcriogs, ltDcharitablcoefs, 
fcaodal and raillery. 

I thought it improper to dellroy the con­
ncClion of the remarks, by any particular ap­
p!ication to yau, but now I beg leave to re­
fome my addrefs, an$! afk you how yoo think 
your orator hath acquitted .himfelf? Has he, 
in the performance under our confideratioo, 
behaved like a fthDlllr, or a ditJint? He himfelf 
tctls us, methinks he might have had it more 'in 
view, " that the gentleman, the fchol.ar, the 
.. wit, and the politician, the philofopher and 
u the cbrifliao, lbould complete the charaflcr, 
" a'nd exbauft tfle idea of a divine;" bot what 
there is peenliar to either of thefe characters 
io this d ifcQurfe, lies, I fear, iQ a very n.lr-

VOL. 1. 1 row 
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·tow cornp-afs. Are ·foch ·huangnt'S as thele 
wny· credtt ·to ·the unM:rfity ~ or r•ther, ·if 
they are -encouraged, wiU -not our n®illty 
and gentry ·fear to fend their f011s thither, 
'left their tcader minds, capable in .their yooih 
of atmon ·.uy ·.impreffion, ihould be p6ifoocd 
11od corrupted -with fue~ pnwici1us opriadples? 
Principles not only folft In fpecula&ioo, but 
when ·rednceci'to pra4liee, having a fatal and 
·natural tendeecy -to-deftroy cbe !Jia" of lfllry 

fotitty. What eocouragemmt, or rath4r -what 
·difcouragement, d()tb ihie give our .geotfJ, for · 
the ~dowment of fchools, •OJ' places <lf li­
te~re, or to join 1n the expeoce, or lllf 
way promote the education · of 4DC .of their .poor 
neighbour's fons; when they are no fooner 

'{edt ·to the unlver.li.,, :bat pttfeattly they im­
'blbe··falfe and :pernicious DOlians of the pod-

. ·~ur, power., and autboritf of a pnijl 1 .U,pO. 
v.ihich 'al::couRt,,lt ceaks ·tO be -a wonder, tbat 
after they have bee'O inRru&4 ·io thefe prin­
·c;iples, by perfons fer .,.hofe fuperior know­
ledge and .J4:atning, they have entertained a 
·great ·veneration and -elleCIID, .and at an age, 
when they themfelns ··~ incapable of judg­
ing between rightor.wroog,·trutb or hrlfbQod; 
I fay, it is no wonder, that when ~nee they 
get 11rders, they fhoold be :puffed up with 
pride, felf concdt and arrogance, and :Upon ac­
count of·tbeir imaginary pow.er and authoriCiJ• 
fhould look down with fc0111 ·and .. ,on tempt 

:UfOD 
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.-.poe t'be laity. thioki.Qg tbemfdvea fuperior 
.to their ,pat.roas and all mankind : and it is 

. tbi~, that dotibflefs ,gives rjfe to·tbe bicker­
i~J,gs aod quarcds, lO commoo 'between \he 

. ,efquirt and Uu:.paifcn in ' moft ot' our lQktllry 

villlllei: this vt:ry eaiily and naturally accounts 
for the 'fmaJ.I progrefs of oat bolj religioo, 
aod ibe fmafl fuccefs which attends the 
.J>reachers of 'it : for . when their beads arc 
·turned Wifh JancieiJ /'GWtrs, and inlleltd of in­
tlru'<!ling their ,pariih ia 1he~ duty toward 
'Cod, their difcourfes tend <lQly to dice8 them 
in their . duty toward tb#mfthus, eo Wl:mdcr, 
that they meet with ·tliat fCiOm and contempt, 
which their o'FrtJgantl aod pridt, and that 
manifeft -aJJift, ana ptr'11trf11»1 Of their oJ/ice, do·fo 
juflly deferve. 

W oUid it not, ;•pon tbefe acxoaats, ~h;ave 
:beaa more agremble to tbe cbaraftcr, of ~ 
.C/Jr!fl{lllll lliwae, and an OK,,itlli ·orator, in- , 
..fiead of:attempting·What he .callt, the proof. of 
tus raijfioR, and the divilu ittjlituti1n, ofthe ,;,;. 
"Y'r1•'to ha~ pc~d what is certaioly of 9ill-
.ly ID01IC importaooe; I mean the .,;Jii,, aod 
mtJJWjhi' of oar Lmh and to have iiodi-

. I 
.dialed the ·t.litiitw i".ffitutim ·of cbriflitl,;IJ it 
felf, \\lbicb 'ilt prefent, with grief and concern 
1 fpeak it, feems to be the only fubjea of 
.()OUtroverfial debate ? · If our preacher' had done 
..cbis, he ·had aftc4 ·worthy of his cllaraelcr. 
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and had deferved the thanks of every chri· 
£\ian: but inftead of this, he hath done all 
within his power to weaken and d!flroy it, and 
bath given the ~verfaries of our bolf reli· 

gion an Mnanfu:eraUe argument, if true, agaioft 
its divine origin: nay, upon the fuppofed truth 
of our author's _principltS, 1 will at any time 
cndertak.e to .demonfirate the fallhood of chri· 
tianity, and lhall think it no hard talk; for 
·his principles; when pur{ued through their jaft 
and natural coofequences, which I have cha· 
rity to think Mr. B. fl!ight not fee, would 
introduce nothing but coifujion ~d difmhr 
into the . world, are direOIJ contrary to the 
ptact, happinef" and good .of fodety, and are 
mtirtly ·lkjir110ivt of all the civil and . religitus 
tights and privileges of mankind. Arc we 
therefore Auilty of afty wrong or injullice to 
fuch a r~ligion, iA calling it dit~btJiical, iofiead 
-of divine, an4 in j11dging it impoffible, that 
fuch &l:l inlHtutiOR 1hould come from God, 
which is fo .cootrary to the pttrity and ptr· 
jil1i1n of his aature, who is a God ~f puu, 
and io all his difpenfations confuhs tbe good 
and benefit of his creatures? For it is in· 
confi·tl~nt wi1b all our notions o( infioite wif· 
dom and goodoefs, that the divine being 
lhould fix the happinefs and falvation of mao­
kind upon a foolfh foundation, and make it 
Io pr,tt~· ifJIIs and tmctrtai~,. as to de~od upon 

7 the 
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the will l)f a pr,.d and ignorant pric:fi : for 
fuppofe, ·what has often happened, that a mar? . 
fuould not be able to procure fponfors for 
his child, or that he millakes the ufe of the 
crofs in baptifm, as favouring, in his opinion, 
too much of popery and foperfiition, it being, · 
without all difpote, no cfi'c:nrial part 0 of bap. 0 

tifm, ntither appointed by otir Lord, nor fo' . 
aught appears, in nfe amongfi the apollles; 
and iOppof~ the aboYc mentioned perfcn fuould 
addrefs himfelf to a prieil of Mr B's iemper 
aDd complellioQ, and be fuould, as is Yeay 
likely in· either· of thefe io!laoces, n:fufe the 
tbild baptifm, is i1 poffible for any mao to 
be fo weak as to imagine, dw this thi!d Oloold 

· be dam~ for want of it? Or fup~ which 
is another Yetf eommoo cafe, that a cbrffiiaa 
~Jd be difpo(ed to 0 receiYe the ~•mt111111i111, 

'but dkMIJd haYe Come fcroples, relating to 
the tt}lwt, dlccmiag a 111llu ~jlure moll pro- . 
per, (it being mdent that oar ·Lord and bis 
di(ciplesl at its fir.fl inflitution, received it {o) 
and lhould-be unwilling to comply with lmetl· 
ing, not only 'for the reafon jufi mentioned, 
but becauCe, in his opinion, ic might fc:cm to 
countenance the dotlrine of JranfuljlantitJtion: 
or the corporal prtj'erra; which, I :make no 

. doubt, firft g3ve _rife to the c.hange of the 
pofiure; . and fuppofe this perf on lhould ofFer· 
ao receive the communion from the above-

I 3 
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mentioned p iefi, and 'he,. whiGh is not Ull• 

likely •. lhould refufe him ;. caa any imagine 
that t~e . f\llly of our priell, fhoold occa6oe 
this mao's cternar damnation l ;rhe very men• 
don of thefe ioflaoccs without farther reafoa­
ln&• may fufficc. Res ipja uguit11r. 

Oace more: would it not havt been more 
agreeable'to the charatler of a minifier of the: 
gofptl of peace, (of Jhat difpenfation which 

- · .-ecommends nothing more to its prof'e11io~;t 
than charity and love,. iofomach that" it feemt 
. to m:dce that the criterion\ and difUoguU&ing 
iharaGleri1lic of a c/njflia} to. have preached 
Uf jltKI and tiJtuiiJ,_ that greateft. ef all . Yir-. 
tues l Might he nor YerJ acreeably have eaw 
terteioed his audiooce with. a. par.ticuLu: de­
fcdptioD of the Jerfon and. charalfec o£ that. 
/;eii'Uin~6wn t~irgin·, kt her fOrt&. ia alT her 
fhioing g~ces, and made her appear at lDvew 
ly and am-iable to tlJm.,. a$ Jl\e is really i~ 
[,rfi!fP Here his oratory aad rlietodc wouJif 
have beea well iiDpJoyecl to lila owa credit,. 
t_he hoaour of the univcrlity,. and" the advaD­
uge of his audience ~ bot ioltead o( tltis, lie-

. breathes for.th ootlliog but ft." and rage, tlirs: 
up- the coals of wraih aa-4 cmtmtia,., JreafOber 
"P. IJI'I1.Y aad IJ.tmJ aau;ans ~htitlian-s, rail5 
agl'ieA, aod abufcs his brethren, witb all the: 
cloq.ueoce he is maftcr of,.. a:li{,a\15 them 

flhV. 
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fi!Jifl/:ttt:, ... and b;raits,. and. c:onugns. them 
o.vcr to tl~rnal. tlriiUnts ond. domnation; and. 
dpubtlefs, if be bad power equal to his in­
clination, woald cootigp. them over to tempo· 
ra/ burnings as weU as eternal : nay, it is 
\'G1l probabl-, this is ooo of the ~ora which 
he ~preOy olaims, but if not in wQrds. in · 
j\ltl• coaEcqueoa· be doth- r for if the 1-·'"'' a1!d 
/IC~~TiiJ of: the thurch lhoqld: reqJJirc· it, of 
which they,._and t!'ey· only, .,-e tbc fuppofed 
judges, it woold, without all . doubt, \le.-yec-

1 kD,d o.x.ped~J. 1\.0.d. nec.elrouy to have fuc.h 
abffiuate adMrferies to:tbc church•t! peace. re. 
~: bu.t though as. y.or., he: bath not 
thought proper tu q,eak. his. miod fully anJ . 
plaiol~ Jet: he hath mad~ a.. •cry bandfome, 
lieginoiag._ aDd bath. oue paragraph io. his. f~r­
.-.on. tha4 ia rtf'J opin\oQ~ loeke ~ry. mu~h 
tbitt ..,-;;, wlacre he.· tolls; us. daa\: " itr was, 
'" • 1ICI? ferioQs confiderarioa Qf this. ill)por-. 
"· tant affair, i. 1. the dreadful nature of 
" fcliifm, that animated the firfl chrifiians to 
" the praClice of fo JaudabJe a cullom, that 
-. whcneYer .. h.r6tics, or fibiffiiQtiu were 

"pro-

• The fame reafoning holds ~ with refpe& 
to the p!'o.motion of any. heretic and fchiCmatico 
in the fiate, as in the church, and, I douht noc, 
cu&r preacher would be underfiood in this fenfe i. 
b~.:t as be h ; th only pointed Qut the promotio, . 

1 + of 
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" 'promoted to any eminent poll in the church, 
" both clergy and laity remonllrated to the 
" emperor, and the patriarch or metropolitan 
u pioully refufed the coofecration. 

It is no difficult matter to kriow where. our 
preacher, and thofe of the fame mind with 
him, would ftop; for the fame principles, viz.. 
the dreadful nature. of fchifm, and the good . 
of the church, which jutlify the one, would 
quickly leave them, i£ ·other milder methods· 
fhould be found ineffeCtual, and not fufficieot­
ly anfwer their end entirely . to root out and 
defhoy their adverfaries: thefe principles, and 
thefe alone, are the main fupport of that grand 
myficry of iniquity, the papal iirfuijiti,. i for I 
if once the clergy are allowed to dir«l and . 
govern, there is nothing left for the laity 
bot a ·nate of mere fiavery 3nd bondage, 
and how . or by what ieafons to aCc:ooot for 

' ~· 

of hertticJ a~d fchi/11111tics in the church, be doubt-. 
Je(s had his eye upon fome particular perfon, or 
pet(om, under this charatler, who have been pro. 
moted ; a"d defigned this obfervat:on (for it cer­
t .in!y anfwers no o:her end) as a tecit refkB:ioa 
on his majelly for promoting, and on the bifhops 
for not pioufly ~fufing to con(ecrate, fome par· 
tical k•tf cal and fihijr.aJiral bilhop. I Ihall 
now ]eave it with him, ~he1her this ought not 
co be eftecmed high treafoa and rebeltoa agaioll 
the frilitual p .wera. 
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it I know Qot, hut by fatal and coollaot ex­
perience threughout .all aget and nations, ic 
hath been found that the clergy are the le.11l: 
fit of any perfons whatever to he eotruficd wit~ 
power and authority. 

Having done with our preacher, and his. 
performance, I beg leave to fubjoin my owu. 
fenfe and f~otlm.ents c:oncerning the infiitu­
tion of the minifiry, and· fome inciden~al re­
marks abont the nature of the chrifiiao rc-

. jjgion. 

When the divine being thought proper to. 
make choice of the y,w; to be his peculiar. 

_people, whom he would in. a particulr.r man­
ner favour with the knowledge of hiwfelf, u 
the o11lv trllt .ond living God, in oppoEition to, 
and dillincHon. from, that vall variety of irMs 
tilt~ gods, whofe wodhip obtained through­
out the feveral. habitable parts of the. earth •, 
he found it . necclfary in compliance whh the. 
froward temper and· genius of lhat ptr'Ue•jl 
generation, to give them a s:eliglon full of· 

• Nothin<> but this c~n. l t'hinlc. ~tconcile rile 
41i'Villl.inltitution of the Jewiifi u•ligion ; a religiMI, 
1 was going to ':llld, unw.orthy of its- d.ivine vr igi·' 
.,a], and fit for no orher pecple, tut thofe to wtu:m 
.it was given, and to wl:ofe genius it was In a par­
olkular .JBUlll'Cl' fu.i<eil and adaptec' .. 

I 5 cume-
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Jl1fllleteal rillet aad ..-peus cer...a1wf a& 
as God hlmftll teU. .. ,. .., ,.. gift th .. a.. 
.. totes that were m p,J; «trd jlrdgme\tft' 
.. whereby tflcy lboutd not five:,. fur ~ 
JtWs, by ~eiog fo long ewmfam with the: 
Eg,ptia111; -whofe priefts were famous, I meaQ 
iofarridtl!, fen: tfleir hJy jugg/i,gr add pithls 
Wrmtpery, had ~ntertaioed fucb • foodnd'1 fot 
;t ritnal fchemc of religion. that cftD' the di· 
\'inc iodulgeoce above mentioned, could fcarce 
r~llrain t~ froiD idolatry : but iu order ro 
prefcrve them from it, aad keep them with­
io the proper bou•darks of their dutJ, he 
fent them one prophet after another, to teach, 
guide and dir&t rhear, but thd'e they abofcd 
and eva entreated, and their religion they 
tl'ndeted whotfy void, by the negtea of the 
m;ra/ and triiiJ rt1igifts part thereof, and an 
4ntendrnce to nothing but its mue rillS aod~ 
lie;ga•/y u•.,mqftitt. Now tflerd'ore-, wheo the 
fuloefs of ti-me was come, it pleafed tbe· 
almighty, from a teftder and «mpatliooate re­
gard to the weaknefs and ignor:~nce of man· 
kiad to fend hi~ ~loved fon and our blctfkd. 
Lord, to _retrieve the languithing dying flare 
of religion, to teach and inllrufl the world 
m thcior duty teward their ·God, their fellow­
~atarcs, and themfelves : havieg received bfs 
divine cOOlmiffioo, the bleiTed faviour of mao­
kind came to dweH ~oogfi us, an4 not only 

give 
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pvc ut a pare apcl perfca religioQ:, but was 
!ihnfel£ a. bi:igbJ pat.tero, an.d exa~ple of that 
puc;ity an4. pelf~ioo wtricb his religion re· 
~tn,.~nds. He abolHhed the numerout rite• 
and ceremonies of the JewUh polity; and fab­
flitated ia ks place, a religion every way wor· 
ay ·of lf.. divino eriginaJ,. WonDJ. of a deity 
to give, and· oE rational· (features . ao tcc:eiM 

11od bbfene ; for the thrilliaa relig.,_, Hkc 
die ga:ea' foq.a,lcr. aad au&bor thereo(, is boly11 
ju,., led· pur-e ; ht do&rines, tboCe. I mean 
wbkh. relate DOJ co • pra~ce; bave nothio~ 

4itrOPa~ 

~ Sucla • the ref11_maiOCL of the body. M 1 
eiga• evea add: t~ Qiyjne aiftion. and meiiahfhi(l 
ef oar. Lord.; for. dae ~~~u. tber.cof. &ci~pPfed. 
•lticJa., bf the. way. adtata~ Q{ u eafy. as any, 
ita at eq.ual: dilfa.Ke of, time, yet it. ~t. i 
thiak, be faid io a _ft,iiJJ lllfi pr;.pq:. r,.,. t~ ha• 
ao, uhw. iuftueacc. upoo. our pra~~ w c;on,lu~ 
ia ~~ thao. tbu we. laa.v.e a tli11i111 tdialopy,. t~ 
tile p•~tce of 'hof~ duties, which arJ~ from m.. 
etaDal na•ure tnd rea.IQn o£ tbioga, a-' the. ~la-: 
ai011 w.e Aaod io. to a d~~. Qlanlr.in!i •o4 oau:klv~e • 
. arc •sr~..wc to. •ho will Q{ God: lULd it ia "' · 
• 1~, dlat tA~Miifl, as a /r)itlfl oi r~ligitltl,. 
.eugllt ta be ~oafida-t'd as •o imprO¥~mea.t. a.Q4 
coiorccmoaa of aat~~ral uligioo ••)• ffOR) \'l'hlclt. 
it dift"en tWrt/.J in tbe ioftitution of ~be 'W.Q fa(ca"'l 
•••• .t ~ida tDCMe hcrcafccc ; fo. tbat fopltate 
from t~ aotluag can be faid to be tl\e d~A'Y of 4 
wifli-, -cb IIIU 110' the ckty of ...... ~· t4 
tbc iaitiwtioa o£ chliftiaoity. · 
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di!I'onant to the reafon of mankind ; its pre~ 
<:epts, or the duties which it recommends • 
.are foanded upon, and (;Ooformable unto the 

eternal 

As for thole doarines of a flltrt /~c.!tzti« na­
tO«, peculiar to tl:.e ~briilian ioftitution, they can­
uot in a ilritl and proper fenfe be faid to be any 
pllrt of rtli;.i•"• the belief, or dilbelief of thefe 
beina no otherwife religious, or irreligious, thaa 
as a" rerfon is ~pen and 4iff'fii to coavtetioo, ancl 
gh·es a greater, or fmal er alf~ntitJ,, to the -evi­
dence OA which tbe truth of the doClrines depend : 
for a mere helitf or i;fotliif of any principle, 
argues neither virt11t, nor viu, becaufe neither the 
one, nor the 0 her depends on our will, or any 
thing within our power • the very •ah and .collj/i­
tutio" of the hu1111P1 mind being fuch, "hat whea the 
evidence of any troth appears great and ftrong, 
we cannot, how much foever we may be difpofed 
to the contrary, refufe our belief or alrent to the 
truth of that principle : and on the other hand,· 
if the evidence appears -<we•i -and iiftOi'f.'l, 0111" 
inclinat'on, how. thong foever, cannot fupply the 
rlace. of evidence; and in that cafe, it is abfolutely 
imy;ollible for us to believe, or to aifeat to it : 
whence k appears, that we are no otherwife cllll­

,.nulahle for our Jeiitf, or 6l11meahlt for oar ii.f. 
Selitf, than as we are more or -Iefs willing to at­
t~nd to me eviden<e on which the trutk of thcfe 
doarines depends. 

1 he confiderationt above-mentioned, gi•e .us a 
c:lear .infight into the nature and importance oS 
the prefent controverfy <oncer.ning clle :truth of 
chriftianity, and which all ~Ill" writers feem ta · 
WC 'akea liO GOUCC «>f» 'houga "'llC WOUld ima-

£~ 
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~ternal nature and reafon of things, and· 
.are perfeCtive of the human mind. His re­
ligion, ~ven as our blclred Lord . did himfelf 
in perfon, recommends nothing more than 
peace, charity and • love amonglt his fol­
lowers : would to God, that a greater regard 
was paid to the example -and precept of our 

· Lord 

gine, that whea they ·were difputing concerning 
the truth of chrilliknity, they ought firft to have 
defined and fettled what chriftianity was; which 
ClORfidered under its proper charaller, a' to its fom 
and fubdance, is not at all aB"eaed by any ob-: 
jellions brought againft it by its adverfaries: and 
if thefe perfons defigned their prefent attack only 
as introdullory to their future defigns upon tr111 
and rt11l r•ligiMt, J mean the pr•Eiillzl part of 
c:hriftianity, which, for reafona jull mentioned, 
may not improperly be called its /11111 and fo6-
JIUICI, better they llad began here, and not have 
vainly amuiCd both themfelvea and the world. 
with wlaat is entirely foreign to the maio inten­
tion and deGgn which they have in view; for by 
their tlufihk objellions againft fome particular parts 
'ef the c:brillian fyftem, they have , M!foi!J mij/IJ 
fome _,,a and i•t~".Ji4trlllt perfons to doubt coll­
cerning the tr•th and mJil) of religion itfelf. 

• A new Ufflmll•i,-,t, fays oar Lord, I giw 
·••to ,,., tNt :1•• Ww ,., tUHth,.: a manaer of 
-expreffion which feema to intimate, that belides .th• 
praaice <Jf thofe duties, our obligation to which 
arifes from the nature Jtnd reafon of things, it was 
Ute deligu of ov Lord, that ais 40llow~rs fllould 
in a •ery }lll't.WdAr canner ex,preG ~ J'tBatd .to 1:M 
c!ac]of dwitJ ud love. . · 



l &a tflu Pilfar.s. t£ -fa us;r'c a M'l" 

Lord ill. th&. ioil.tncc. But as our. Lord lllm;. 
fclf, vas but a; fmall. rillQ Oil earth, tbat he 
aaigJlt cqmplQte bis. fPI• aod pd. delignr. 
aDd· diihfo-the ka~e9 o( •it. di'llioc s;eli­
gicm tbro~ tile worl<f\. b.e gavo puticu: .. 
1M dircftiG.Q• t!t hia a~s- to: t4adl aQ4 ia­
Rr.v....~ 1118n~ ht til• keo~cfsJ qf. r(Jc; 4eit,y.., 
aDJ1 of himfelf their fatiour ; and that thtril' 
million might be attended ,with fuitable 311d 
defirable fuc:cefs, amougft d'le great variety of 
-.aTbarous nationr, who ln all ' prof'Jabifit:f , 
woWd be fo.odly· tcucio..s. of the rites pccu-r 
liar to tlaeia- owa reHgioft, lle qwlified tho 
aponJes in an extraordinary maDDer; for theY. 
were diYiocLy. infpired by th~ Holy. Gbolt, 
nd eaclowed· with a powef'Gii •orking mirade~ 
And tbns qualified·, they weot and preacbrd · 
the sofptJ to •ario.us peofl~ aocl. IJ3l.i'OI)S ; 

aod ·their fu.tc:ci, at it cafy to ~a&ie:e. 
was different, accmoding to the diW.rcar t~er· 

pers of tbe peop.k: to whora tbey acWrelfed 
theafclves : ~ at lhc• c.kfpifecl t~ a,ofllet1 

and the boly rdig{e& which tNy taaght • 
. others, perfuaded of its reafooablene& .and po­

tU,, forfook their former fQUy an4 idQlar.ry, 
aad becMDe profeSOrs JO the chriftiaa, religiGD f 
bat as it was impoffible (it beiog ioconfiftooc 
with their defiga of Yiliting other people aa4 
11atioDs) that t&a apafUet ._.ld. mick whollJ 
4With aDJ particu!H- dtf ~ ffOYlDtc, they, 

Jeft 
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W lbcit laboul lliau\" Jll09C tam ·aud ja;... 
cWc&ual, appclin&ed' fame- parliaulu pet!on& 
•oagR the; peo,it, wlao· ha-d a. r.._,.rior kne.w· 
)edge io thc·pr:Wiflcsalthdr ho~yreJiajoo, tbaa 
a ~fair· dfe1110:: &hey .;g.hf coafira aod 

A'reag())en fliteir '"dues ia.ttte· ftthlrt met dlae 
·· by t&rir piotn coada~; ao4 the JIUritJI af tbal 

tefrgiort whid\· they raughrf they mis't Jnake 
~crts· of others. Tltefe, • iS "'1 ... 
tur.1f to fappofe, were ebofeo. froat •ooa4t 
t~e fel!iors o9 die pmplet, wllkll ptolllaiJiy g~ 
iife to the nflti)C' of prvflyllf' or Jdd; _. 
!bat doe cafe mighr be &aba of the ,.,.. 
that otfic-e \9at affi!IM!d: n> iOmc. oe odnrr parti­
colar perfoas. call~d •tiiUnr, k&, • both o£ .. 
fkes were joiMd ~ .-, they mipt a,e bu,... 
deofom and iocoeMOicM. That tbefC oBicmr 
.ere appoiated by file a.poftte., uadu me aa­
«ioa of their coaferriog diftioa pow.n or .._ 
tbority upoa thm, f1l of tbtir givi•l ~eD 
f111f1 particular commidion to do what others 
were not allowed, or were forbid to do, dot~ 
by no mean' appear. Auc:»ther plain and ob­
vious reafon may be affigned, why they wert 
appointed7 or at lcaft approY.ed, by the apol\la. 
bccaufe they were oettaioly the ~ft com­
peteut judaes, who were the propercft per­
IOns for fuch an office, I IDCI1l the office of 
an 11•,. ; for I think aay man of tolerable 
{eofc and commoa boacfty, u fuBicic:ntly qua-

• li&e4 
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Jified to· take care of the poor ; · nor doee 
there feem the leaft occafion for an apoft:o-· 
Jical appointment, or approbation· of fuch. 
Nor indeed is it at ·all improbable · to fup­
pofe, that the people very often made c.hoi~ 
of their own • e.lders without th.c privity of 
tbe apofiles ; for doubtlefs it very often hap­
pened, that they had no opportunity, or con­
~eoiency of confultiag them; and that ooe. 
elder upon his deceafe, bequeathed his church 
as a Jegac:y to another, is what I cannot fee 
the leaft fouiKiation for. That there was a. 
particular form made ufe .of, when thefe elders. 
were .appoiated, or fet apart for that oSice, is. 
oot unlikely to fuppofe ; it beiug very probabl~ 
attd certainly very proper, to implore the di­
-.ioe bldliog upon their future ioftruetions; 
but that any drcumllanc• .oqtaiocd, which. 
lhould denote their receiving any difiin&l pn.vas,. 
« pr~ IIMihwiiJ, which they had not be-: 

fore. 

• Tt is ~ertaln and oodeniable, that wben the 
ltllccm were firfl inftiuued, they were chofe -br 
tbe . lt•i''• on whom the apoltlet praying /Ifill 
thtir hll"'"• which in the prefent cafe had fome· 
thing particu!ar in it, and ought not to be con-
1idered as a mere empty form; for it is imme­
.diately added, that .Suphm, who was one of tbem, 
full .of faitlt and p'-~w.u, ~id g~~eat 'WOndtrJ and. 
mirlldts. This indeed iS p..ww in the ftrit\ and.. 
proper fenfe of the ·word, aod wbich jo all pro­
.. bility -as confcued by the Ja;ying -oa of .banda. -

i 
I 
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fore, more than by fucb a form -it ~as · evi- ! 

dent that the elder was difpofed to intl:rua, ; 
and the peopl~ difpofed to be taJJght, is· a mere : 
groundlcfs conceit, a conceit fraught· with no- . 
thing but pride and vanity. · 

It· is not at all improbable, to fuppofe it 
to be the will of oar Lord, that thefe of­
ficers fuould continue . to the end of chritUa­
nity, if we confider· the corruption and de· . 
gtn_eracy of mankind, how prone they are to 
Yice and impiety, how regardlcfs of their duty~ 
and unmindful of their obligations to the , 
pra8ice of virtue ; whence it appears, if not 
ab.folutel, necefl"ary for the good of mankind, 

· yet 'fiery fit and expedient, that there ihouJd · 
be fome particular perfoos, wbofe more im- . 
mediate bufiom and deGgo it Olould be, te . 
teach and ioftroa their fellow· creatures, aocl · 
remind them of their duty.- Tbit account 
cl the nature of their olfke, reprefeots the 
t/erty in a juft and proper light, and COD• 

vinces us of the le"ice and advantage which . 
tbat ortkr is of to mankind ; and fo long 
a; they aa agreeably .to their charaaer and . 
profeffion, they not only llrl, · but doubalcfs. 
would be efieemed by all perfoos wor&by of 
t4u61e hon~Ur : and thofe libertines, both ilL • 
principle , and pra8ice, who make the derg 
tbe confiant fubject of their iofipid jells aod. 

raillerfA. 
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IIIJl:!ry; ooly· dffl:ovrep thoi11 owo follp mdi ..,_.. 
o5· ja<fgmcoto, tD· malftott that the fubjee of 
tlteir .fc,.,. fiod: riilltttk, wbiah: ila itfelf is. aci. 
tlrer tMt""('tillt DGJ'· ,.;tiiatlllls• bot wbn. per­
formed u it oaght, it- both afefat aftd; bo­
aoarabl~; and teods to promote the happioel't 
aocf good! of fCJGiccy.;·ltpGU.whic:luaco_.itmaft 
be adraowledge4 that· tbe kgUiahn: ~ 
a ._,wife 804 pradtntial ,_.. aod CQG(Idtt4: 
the bae&t: lml adaD~~ge· oti tht MtlOil,. ia. 
MkiDIJ Ncb ll proliioo fmi tb~· t.let'lft. U · 

dwmht fet: them liKft: P."tl'tJnd. ftftt,,wbiGQ 
111M1kf. aecelliuil, CdlipOtC.theauo da f-.:.io&•· 
uworthrof tbei•· c...._,. ..s;~b: t:1at: 
digaitJ. tbeia ~-

. 8Dt tMr 011. tlae o,tlla: lwKf,. if W. dcr:­
g.~ theh; .,, .ad uu: Dahr.e: of. 
... <tlia,. --- • .-c~aios: &ace. w.,.. 
ritf· - lete;. ib\- ... ..,., &if• aQd: GQQ• 

t.cioal --tft thdtii-.. th., aro· thea the 
midl6eJsa of f.-, ·-.d· Dot prcadlert ~ the 
pfpelio6 ,...~ lfi ina.L ef.mft..aiQg-aad. 
talbioff maalliacj ... Ul:f.i daek difcourfa 
aeeialtof&.icd!eancltpn-iM~.~ iJl, 
f\tMJ oi riii/Mi"19 tbq rtllllr a1td: riiJII< abolat­
l,_..lllt> •• tllllh,;tif;. i6 cDqr mi4bella• 
tlltmfohra lm. Co. {badaleu• a maoaer, m 
ae a pllt't· fo. ....,_ cHfapeeabl- . to· thoil' etta­
rafter aDd fl'•fiMioa, it it· oo-~cr· that ~q. ·-

1 
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aet w\tlr tfm k~Wrr aftd CEDntemJtt whicfl their 

· coadlfl!ffb jUfirrdeft:rres-; fbr, blclled·be-God-t · 
- tlte mifts of crtor amf fUperftitian-, wbiclt· {Qr.. 

merlf darkened aD<f eYeratadOwed the· laml, 
are oow v.aoifha.i aDd': goae·• troth· feema to­
Jilur.e' rrinaed' her empire ll'IIH>1lg{\' t'he fou. 
of men!;: wo· no looger. -now au: fon.t· of it. 
Rate of clarkoeft.. ami igDOJaoa:;. bur. • difpo­
faiou ta • fiat: and! llldooll. · eacpiiiy illlo tt.f 
a.mec.ancl saba of things fCI!JDS, uoi~emll' 
re J¥1Cfail. 'Iho- Englifo. detgy . bna it. DO 

J00ger in their power, (woultl..ID Go.t that: 
IIODC had aa inclination f) tO abafe aad de• 
ceive< the. p!IOpk:: wiah · tbcM!Jia•. }NIIIil. aacf 
c-fwllllfl ~ ;; fw IMJ feem. d-..intclr. 
tar ..- a;,._. WI! a£ that • ....._ u4l 
foe that: wida tJu:ill OWDI CJIIIS,. wiaitbl_, .. C1111 

tiia wcH M: ir. dies, aadl. to j•q. 1111dct6i,.. 
~ diellfehla {diD iadifimllil• .. Q ..... 

aablc tight· ., IIMIIdriod, •dt whiclt i~ IJ -. 
iaa tttclr own pow.r to. giw: -y~ iiJ •••· 
ftla\fag. to- tWr etwoal t.Jario~ i• ._,_. 
~eoacero-noae but dttlllfet..,~wbc:At­
ia ao ·man~ jod8Jb•• em. be • aDf ft~~tice r01 

thaD,. b:aufc ·~, -.6 -ullf fl-tl. ~ 
foi/J 'Wif' mair ....... 

' nat the tl\.ee ordm of . ~~"'' f!ri'.fl't and' 
MtRU, cna obt«ia in the apot!Gitai' ages, or 
1rerc dcflsncd rv be· ·coHinacd iD· • futun:-, 

• • 
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Js fo far from being certain, that i~ it ao& . 
eteD probable. The t.wo latter we have al- . 
ready accounted for ; but then it mull, I thin~ 
be allowed, that the office of our detJcDJU i$ 

· nftly dltfcreu.t from theirs ; fo that we have 
retainecl the bare name only, and given their 
oSicc to olficers of our own choice and ap· . 
pointiDeot, I mean the churcb-wardtns ; but if 
we rightly confider the nature and reafon of the 
thing, the office of a bi./h9p feems to have no 
foundation in the holy writings, or in the truly 
primitive praaice. · 

Wbea cbriftianitj was firft preached in · 
aoy particuJac ·place, aod t.hc. apoftla fub­
ftttated 0oc or IDOrc elders amoog{l· the peo­
ple, to tach and iotlralt their brcthm-, it 
•a& be fappo(cd, that tbcfe pcrfoas 1rerc: bet . 
tiled io the principles of oar holy ·religioe, 
and yet don~ their knowledge ~ but: 
c:omparati•ely {mall ; no. wonder thco· that 
in m~tterJ of di11iculty tbey dlould apply to, 
the apoflles. for their advice and direaioo,.· 
or if they had DO opportooity of ~onfultiog 
them, or after their deceafe, that they ihoaJd 
apply to fome particular elders _of neighbour­
ing churches, who, by their longer Jlanding . 
ia the church, by a greater acquaintance with 
the aporu~, or other iq.telligent chriftians" 
had artaillccl to a fuperior kaowiedge in the. 

prin.-. 
• I 
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principles of their religion : but that they ap­
ply to thefe, I mean the latter, under the no­
tion of their being a different .order of priefis, 
or having.fuperior powers, is a vain and filly 
opinion: and yet doubllefs this gne rife to 

. the order of bifbops. Men are fond enough 
. of. power and authority, and defiroos of lord­
ing it over their brethren ; no wonder then 
that fome more ambitious than the refi, tho' 
perhaps left knowing, made a hanlle· of this, 
and ufurped a power, which neither God nor 

. nature defigned them : for when all infpira­

. tion ceafed, and one elder was upon a level 
with another, what po.ffible reafoo cao be af­

·ligned, why one fbould be obedient or fob· 
. jell: to another? But fuppofe this was' ·fo ori­

linally,' and fo defigned by the apofiles, yet 
when one bilhop died, what became of the 
clergy ? I hope the bitbop did Got bequeath 
them by will, as a man doth ·a Bock of 

-4heep; it is very likely, in that cafe, that the 
· people made choice elf another to fup'ply his 

place, or that the clergy · agreed amoogfi them­
. fdves, upon a proper perfon to prelide over 
. them, and fet him apart to that office by the 

laying on of the hands of the prtfoJftry ; but 
. in either cafe, I fear, we have an infiaoce of 

perfons conferring a power, which originl\llY 
was oot in them. · 

But 
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Bet betbr.e •e dcie dlil :ucaMJRt, .tt ._,. 
.eot ,be 1-.prupor :so iknle tbe =ri'aiN:Jf •fhoe·mi., 
l'!fli•.n.sf.a.gofpdaainUh.J. ' · 

We will ._.dfofe ~ 4hM it .as ;f'he 
.wlll -4>f o..- Lord, :aod 1ha t.VlU 'Of tlis u-
191'oftly MNelllod u -the holy ~s,· -ODiy 
sme ,gf ·ear' ,faidl aa4 :cdlediance, lmat 1ha-e 
Aould tltroutb-t the fnead =lp ;of tbe 
<w•rhl. lie tfucb :af&as _,. -..ijh#p~ •p'l'i~, ~ 
..Jiii(HU, in :trite alu:ifiioaa lC7burcll ; '1IIWl -Mit_ ia 
a . peAl We m.y :be J(;IJled :chc aifloe in­
.tlituwoa-.of othe .tbM:e c:dlrs, :in the ,.,.y ·fame 
uofe ie whicb it ·mcy :be t(cahl, •that ·dle ·ab­

-tlwrity .. r ;pr.iacos is :a aiar inftmttion : ·for' 
ao doubt. it ,,.,. qalCJ· his wlll, lhat (Qt 
.&he *oenl pocl ~aod JICICC of f«iay, 'llld 
te preveet e ill ·tffc&a 10f •mms impic!ty •114 
·wiGkedoeM, tbcJe :fboUd be fudl ptrfCliDs ss 
;ri11us sad ~rn•J'$.; '-fat the 4'011!et1 lCbat 
are, [Q.ys ·tbe apolUe, are ef .God~ .aDd -we 
.are to ~ obed.ii!Dt !to -thom r. .coafdem:e 
fake. But lbea .bavi~ .«raotr:d .h to .t.e tile 
will of ·ClW' .Lo.d, -lhat .there dhoold be •fuch 
officers ln the cllr!fiiao clsllidl, '}tt ·how 1dotb 
·it .appearihat agy -power or .athori'J was-de­

'figoe~ .to be lodged in . .tbe . ~aDds ,Gf {M)a 

perfoos : shen: is nothing Jo :tbc .oato~e « lhe 
'Offices themfelvee, which includcl.or·.:om_J*-

hcnds 
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.fwads _., ,power ctf laDJ . kiad · -"atcwa;, q. 

apt .tbatltbe.bi(hop llhlll .be ·Mippofecl -co .bare 
-~ftle ;power OPer .ibe dCJWior-·ctlef1$. but .this 
is vallly d'iffc.-eot from any imaginary -pow.er 
fuppo{ed to be lodged in the "'ergy, .over 
tlae laitf : :tins¥ 11e ill*t4 .to ..-.rMl .an«f in­
.f\riia them, • this e'i~Jea.Pc~ar .power .noc 
.:aurhorie,.; aecpt·w~ oufr,cooJider .them under 
the ~ara&:r of jtiJHI-fllllfitr-s .that -if the people 
·wm not· 'be uagias r.lu\y au.U Jie "'"r.tkd 
ad-4/njlijtJ. 

Sot fuppofe ft :adtrSDOC a ibtp ,fufker, aad 
grant -all that ,Qqa be .defirtd of ut, tAat .fomc 
powers df •Ill 4Jd.lltflf«''IMIIIIJt MUtr._ .aeither 
4lt 111" ;proper m -th~J.vcs, aor • .eeable to 
;the natas:e of rite ·A&ice, WCIIC .defJSOed to .be 
:aldnt 10 the ;prieGhood, .&hen .UWS ~i11ituai .,ower ibacla ·the lame f.,...tialfa MWl ia .,.. 
a~ly -.poo ·trbe ium: f06tlng, fth ·141/fPDTftll 
government, rher-e !beil)g :a.ei.n, :iaft~ioa.of 

:both powets .alike.; but •ho ·n.mw be the 
·particular perfons w-ith -whom :tbfe -poulCrS 

fhould be <illtrufl.ell, mull be Wt:to :the fHPie 
Ito judge and &etermine, :fc» ,hit cat :)aft die 

· 'pl:)wtr in 'both cafes is ller~ ·(rQDl the ltmtit 
the ptoplt : for we blay 'oVith eq1l31 r.eUGo 
fuppofe, that ooe king lhould hand dowo ·his 
,Power &IJd aUthority to his fGcteliOr, wirhoat 
·the 'tonft:at of his ·tiegdom, aod fe on to 

· the 
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the end of time, as that the priefts, with• 
out the concurrence or confent of the peo­
ple, fbould bequeath theirs to whom they 
pleafc. 

This account is not only· agreeable to the 
nature and reafon of the thing, but Ukewife 
to the very coofiitotioo of our tburth itfdf, 
and the laws of the land. Is not his ma-

l 

jefty fupreme in all taufts, and over_ all ptr• ~· 
fo11S, eecl:fiojlical as well as tivil! Are not 
the powers which our clergy have, derived 
from him their fupreme head? For it is he 
who makes hi}hlps~· who ~rdoi11S them, and 

by their orders gives them thcfe mighty powers ' 
which they are fo proud of: for except his ' 
maje!ly 6r!l granted the tongt d' 1Jier, what 
follows confequent upon it would be bot tri· 
fling and intffitlual; for the w_hole bench of 
bUhops without him are not able to create 
another, whereas he by his fole authority can 

· do it without thtlll ; for all, excepting his 
choice and appointment, that is done, ought 
to be conlidercd, ftriflly and properly, as no 

·more than a ·mere form and empty pagean­
try. Nay, we have had a late inflance, not 

only of his majetly't power to create, but 
even when created and conferred in all its 
due and proper forms, of the Llate's power to 
deftroy· this. 'lifi"Jal p;t~Jir. Is not bHhop 

~lteiiiif'1 . 
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A.ttrbury a melancholy and recent iofiance, 
·of this truth ? Was not his bifhopric taken 
away from him? His power to teach and 

. inflrua in the Bdtij/J dominions entirely de· 
ftroyed, all relation between him and his 
c:lergy dilfolved, and all their obligations of 
obedience to him fuperfeded and cancelled l 
Nay, I much qudlion whether a dtt~cDn's 

.order, granted by him in his prefent un· 
happy condition, would be valid in Grit~t 
Britain • 

. And though our orjltor .hath told us in his 
turious fermon, that " no human laws can 
'' . give a perfon a title to teach others,, yet 
if we advance a ftep higher, and review the 
a>mmon aad weii known cafe of Dr. Sachl· 
fJtrJI, that dear brother of his, both in his 
reafoniog and divinity, it will be very evi­
dent, that though no humao laws could give 
the title,. they could . take it away ; which, 
by the way. is fomewbat 1lraoge, that t~ey 
lhould have a power to dc:firoy, what they 
.have none tO' create : the legiOature thought 
proper to fufpend him for three years ; and .the 
llery fame power, if it bad been agreeable to 
them, and if they had puailhed him equal to 
his crimes, might have done it f"r his whole 
life, have taken his orders from him, and 
have entirely lileu~ed this authDri~d dijpmftr., 

v 0 L. I. K . OQt• 
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notwithfiandtng his pretences to .a di'Uine mif­
faon and infiitntion : but what need we re­
cur to thefe particular infiances 1 It is, I think. 
a principle univerfally acknowledged, that by 
the laws of the land, a clergyman may be 
degraded for fome crimes of a heiooos and 
particular nature; and if a fentence of this. 
qr the like import fhould be pronounced againLl: 
him in a civil court, it would be altogether 
ll'lllid and effeC\ual, though it thould not pafs 
through any particular forms in ufe in the lpi­
:ritual court. 

·u poll the whol~. it ~ppears impoffible, 
that any perfon, who is but tolerably acquaint­
ed with the confiitution of our church, with 
the laws of the land, and .with the nature and 
end of .an ecdefiaftical minifiry, lhould run 
into any error concerning its divine infiitutioo~ 
~r whether any, or what powers are anne&e<l 
t~ its refpeaive offices. 

•Be(ore ;I difmifs this point, I de.fire that 
~othiog whicll I have faid, may .be onderfi:ood 
Jn fucb a fenfe as to fuppofe me to be an enemy 

· to our ecclefiafiiclll ~fiitqtioa, or to epifcopacy 
in particular. With regard fO the order of 
,ihe priefihood, or the .inferior clergy, I have 
l think, fufficiently explained myfelf ah·eady ; 
,-to .which I beg leave to add, that l have a 

arc at 
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great regard for the epifcopal office and cha­
raCl:er : and though I may not entertain the 
fame high opinion of it as others do, nor 
believe it to be, in the flria and proper fenfe 
of the word, a divine inllitution, and confe­
quently think, that an 'undue firers ought not 
to be laid upon this otder, ·nor that it fhould 
be matter of firife, or contention among chri• 
llians, yet 1 e.fieem it highly ufcful and ex-· 
pedit:nt, of great fervice to our church, and 
in a particular manner fuited to the temper 
and genius of the Englijh nation: and tho\1gh 
feveral _"may not agree with me therein, yet 
there are few, I believe, bu.t what will aHow it 
to be of ufe, if for no other reafoos, yet for this, 
that it may be a check upon fuch preachers as 
our orator. 

I could eafily point out fome of that ve· 
n~rable orde~; who are a credit and an otna­
ment to their profeffion, who are an h.nour 
to the Bririjb.nation, who are hearty frimds 
to their country, and the prefent happy etla­
'blilhment, and .fieady advocates for our "'v.:l 
and religious liberties. I believe no protrjlant, or 
true Engljhmdll, btit what will agree with me; 
thlt this charaCler doth in a particular manner 
fuit the great and good bjhop of Sarum •, for 
whom, I muft coofefs, it was principally drawn. 

• Dr. Hoadb·, late bilbop of fl'inchtjler. 
K 2 Per· 
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Perhaps fome perfons may be furpriud, 
that in our account· of the infiitution of the 
chrifiian religion, J have taken no nptice of the 
two facrameots of iJtJptif"! and the tuthorifl; 
but tbefe I have referved till JaG, that we mar 
make a 1119re diOinet and particular inquiry in. 
to their nat~re, and the defigo of our Lord ia 
·their iGLlitution. 

It wiU be Ycry ea6Jy granted, and indeed 
I believe denied by nooe, that the author of 
our holy religion, bad a right to appoint fomc 
,.foiv, inllittitions, which it it for that very 
rcafon, (I mean, becaufe inflituted by him) the 
duty of a cbrUHao to obferve: but then, as 
the obligation of our obedience io thefe in· 
ilances, is not founded upon the· nature or 
reafon of things, there being no oataral goc¥1-
nefs, religion, or virtue in the aaioos them­
lelves abfrralled from, and prior to, their in. 
ftitution, but is refolvable entirely into the 
fole will of our Lord ; it is nceelfary that we 
inquire into the nature, end, and defign of 
thefe inOitutions, lefl we lay an undue firefs, 
and pay a greater veneration and regard to 
them, than was _ever defigocd by our Lord. 

The mere allioos themlCI•es, feparated frolll 
the circumfrantes, which, accordiDg to ufage 

ancl 
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aod cuftdm, geaerally Clttend them, alld wbicb 
ought net to be coo6dered as effeotial to 
theal, arc of a common indifferent aatore ; 
•bac it there in wajhi11g tiN lot/1, or in lflt­

;,g htad •nti tlri,ling ui1U1 Neither good· 
- llor .Jrtae: when therefore thefe alHons 
are adopted into our religion, and the per­
forma8ce of them required of chriftiaos, we 
ere co .carry our views farther, to cdnfider 
the nature and defign of the infiitutioos, aod 

-what are the principal things lignified ~od 
rcprefeoted to as bJ. thefe ceremo~ies; it is · 
this tbac we are &bi1fy to attend unto, for 
tile mere oatward aflioo was io{\itutecl, and 
il ·perfermed, for the fake of that m/j, which 
1t ugoifica •nd denotes. If therefore the thing 
4igoi8ed Is {ulficieotly atte.oded unto, and re­
prdec:l by as., we do, I think, aofwer the 
great eud and defign of the iuftlturion, though 
we omit the outward aflion. Thus, for in­
ftaoce, we are to cat bread and drink wine 
in reme~_br;lnce of our faviour, .and of his 
body br~k n lik_e bread, and his blood poured 
forth like wine, for the remiffion of our 
fins ; but if this be done as well and effec· 
tually (and without all difpute it may) witl't­
out the performance of the outward material 
aCtion, is not tbe ~nd and defign of our 
Lord in the infiitntion of this ordinance, as 
~•ell and cft'cflually aofwered, as with it : 1 

K 3 fay 
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fay this, not .that I think, that if it is the 
exprefs will of our Lord, that thefe.oetward 
aCl:ions fltould be performed, we may difpcnfe 
with our obedience, and refufe the per£orman<;e 
of them; but to abate and take ofF that un· 
due firefs which perfons place upon the mere 
acnons themfelves : and if we make a firiCl: 
and narrow enquiry into this affair, I doubt 
not it will appear, that chrillians generally 
by a greater firefs upon thcfe ceremonies, 
than our Lord himfelf did, or ever defigned 
they fltould : for it is not at all improbable, 
that our Lord infiituted them, pt'incipally and 
thi1fy, in compliance with the temper of the 
Jews, the ceremonial part of whofe religioa 
lie having cntlrc:ly abolilhcd, he knew it would 
be almoft impoffible, to prevail upon that 
people to accept ··of a new infiitution, fo con­
trary to their former, that lhould be pcrfealy 
fimple, and without any rite or ceremony 
whatever; for we find, notwitbfianding the 
jnlHtution of the two facraments, how fondly 
tenacious they were of the law of Mfis, and 
that they would have impofed the obfervance 
of it on the chriflian con~erts, infomuch that 
!he apofiles found it necelfary to comply 
with this frow,lrd temper of theirs in other 
more material infiances. 

Thus 



Thus much is certain and undeniable, that 
our l.ord took the two facraments from the 
Jews: baptifm is allowed by all our bel.\ 
writers, to have been in ufe arnongfi them, 
which cuClom of theirs, is Dr. !Pall's chief 
1111d principal argument for infant-baptifm. 
jhat the fealt of the fupper, .,.ith :\11 the 
minute particular circumfiances attendi'lg ir, 
were taken from the cullom and ufage of 
the Jews, in their religious fenfis; that· the 

. particular appiJintment of bread and wine for 
this facred repafi, the method of their being 
confecrated, the breaking the bread, the dif­
tr1butlo'n of it t~ the company, the givin!~ 
thanks, and. laftly, the fioging a pfalm or fpf. 
ritual fong ; that thefe were feverally taken 
from the culloms and ufages of the Jews, wtll 
appear plain anCI evident to any who will 
gift' themfelves the tro•blc of reading Mr. 
Gldwyn's account of the Jewilh fea{ls. Upon 
t&tefc acoouets it feems aot improbable to fup­
pofe, that our Lord's chief end and defign 
in the infiitutioa of the facraments, was, u 
I hinted. above, ia compliance with the temper 
of the Jews, and ·to recommend chrifiihni­
ty to them, by making it more agreeable to 
the Jewilh infiitation, and· to their .,trtmonial -.. 
tc:mger and difpolition. '' 

X.+ ... 
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It is Yet')' certain, however, that neither 
our Lord, .nor his apofiles, laid any great ftr~ 
upon the facrameots: baptifm feems to be 
mentioned by them only "' Jo./font, and we 
oevet 6od the obfervance of the (upper · re• 
commended by him or his apofiles, as DC· 

'~lfary to falvation, or as what in loy par· 
ticular manner was required of chrillians. As 
to the former, as our Lord never gave any parti·. 
cular direaions concerning it, the cullom of the 
jews mull, 1 think. be nece!l'arily fuppofcd 
to be the rule of duHHao baptifm, with whom, 
as it was cuftomary to baptize their profeljtcs 
,,,, it is not at all improbable, to· fappofe 
it to . be tgrecable to the will of oar Lor4, 
·aod coofafteat with the origioal deGp ol tbe 
laftiuation itlelf (which doubtlcfs was to make 
• diftio&ioa betweeat a chriftian aod • ~~fttUe) 
thit the .Ce of it fhoald be • difcoiltinaect, 
when a whole ·people and aatioa became 
chtifliaes.; fw if ahe reet is holy, Co are tfae 
j,fltl(bft. 

• TWa ~Mner is fft in a ~err clear light by tbe 
author o{ Dr. WA t L's hi1lo~y of infant-baptifm 
imprO¥ed, printed in the year i 709, an author of 
iAdifputable learning, and good (.:n'fc. Vid. atfo 
Mr. E•!1•'• previOus queftion, which. ia fome parts 
If( ic. fcema uaaofwu.tble. · 

At 

1 
I 
l 
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As for lhe facrament of the fupper, it doth 
by no meaas appear, that our Lord laid that 
ftrefs upon it, which his follqwers hale done 
fJnce ; the notion Qf the corpo~:eal prefeocc, 
which obtained ln the early agea of the charch~ 
(which doubtlef. was a CQDtriYJDCC of the 
priefts, in order to promote eheir own power, 

.. and adY.ance their office ~tod order in the opi­
.olon of the ~o~e) was .wJ1at &.ft ;~~ue rife ~o 
'he .~aoi(c:ft. abu.fe 1\ild peqer.fiQn 9ftb~ ~atur~ 

Jlp_d dc:{ig~ of t.bia rdjg\oqs fcaG • 

. It .do1h n.ot .-Jtpc;!lr, frqm its or~ginal infti· . 
_tution, from .aoy ,p~rt __ of \he holy writiogs, or 
.,the n~tu~e .of. the . (e~ll itfelf, that it was the 
.win C)r .de~gn ~f our Lord, that .the admioi­
itra.t,i~n .of it fhoold be confi11ed to the priljl­
h~qd. ~~ our Lord left thi.s affl'ir uodetermin­

.~d, por ,gave us aoy particular dire£Uon1 con­
(:erni~;~g it; the cu(lom and u(age among the 
Jews, fro!Jl whom .the infiitution itfelf was 
1tak1:n, ou&ht a]oqe to dc.termioe this matter, 
.lQl~n, .what is eJfc~tial ~o .it; ;and it is cer· 
taip, . ti;\at the o;taftcr of tile: houfe, or any 
~qther ipdiff~cnt per~on,. prefidedin their re­
·ligiQO$ feaft ; · ~c ~ollfecra~cd tbe cqp And the 
.bread, aqd .gave thanks. And what reafon 

· can be affigned '{t'hy .this J~aft ,JhQQ}d Dot be 
performed in the fame maoocr l WJiat bin· 

K 5 den, 
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ders, when any number of chrifiians are met 
together, that they may not eat and drink ia 
remembrance of Chrifl, and that any one of 
the number may not coofecrate the elements. 
11nd return thanks? And this feems to have 
been the pr.1tlice amongft the primitive cbri­

·4\ians in the :apoflolical ages, according to the 
accouflt which we have in the holy writings, 
who feafled in this religious manner as oft 
almoft as they met together : neither, by any 
thing which appears, did they apprehend it 
necetrary, that tbefe feafts lhould be confined 
to the place of their religious atremblies, Ol" 

co.nfecrated churches, or that their teacher 
.lbould prefide over them, though it is not im­
probable to fuppofe, that when their teacher 
was one of the number, they paJI'ed the com­
pliment upon him in deliring him to confe-- . 
~rate the bread and wine, and return thanks; 
(in like manner as is ·ufual amongfl us, whm 
,.ny clergym:an happens to be in company with 
us at our common meals, for the mafter of 
the houfe to defire him to crave a bleffing and 

·return thanks) and from hence it is not u·a-
Jikely, came the cullom of their teachers coa­
flaotly officiating at thefe religious feafls, till a-t 

laft for ·th.e re.1fons abo~·mentiened, they 
thought fit to deny this power to the laity, and. 
confine it to their own order. 

:. 1 ,; 
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Having now 6nifued my account or the oti. 
gin and nat~ro of the ·thriftian infiitution, add 
of the office of the priellbood, as it ilandt 
oppofed to Mr. B's, I leave the worid to judge 
whofe is moft agreeahfe· f() the general nature 
and reafon of things, to the particular io­
lHtution of chrHHanity, to the confiitution o£ 
the churcb of England, and the fenfe of man'-' 
kind. For fome rea[ons I have not· dioughe 
proper to fubjoio. my name at lengtti; thougbt 
as on the one baed, l ha\IC not the vanity to 
imagine. that my name would have been of aor 
fervice to the (laufe wherein 1 aa engaged ; fo, 
en the other hand, I am far from thinking; 

that it would do it any dUfervice o~ difcr~ 

r liave onty farther to obrerve, that if Mr. B. 
will apprize me of having either through hafic 
.or inadvertence omitted any material argument 
.of his~ or that iu any part of hjs performance,. I. 
bave negleaed to give his re~ooiags thci\< ju~ 
weight (whkh .&nay not be improbable., if wc­
£onf.ider the fhort diQauce of time between thct 
publilhi.ng of his fer.moa, and the fending thefe 
remarks to the prefs, the far greater part of 
whit.h. wa$ taken up by more ncceffary buftncfs) 
I fay, if he will apprize me llered, I atrure 
him, that- 1 will take a more accurate rt'(iew of 
we arau.ment, aud will confider his priuciplea . 

.K. Q .i.a. 
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1 11111, 

G • N T L E II E ,., 

. B'itb gmll r1gari, 
l.ondoD, <>aob. 

n~~r ·~ ./nlmhlt firt~~~Fit, . 
I. W. 1... 



f'IM NATOU llai'EXTIJfT t/ tiH O§t1 I/ 11M 
CIVIL MAaUTI.ATI J 

Coofidcrcd io a 

DISCOURSE 
Prezchecl bcfllre the Right Hoooarable 

Sir George Thorold, Knt. 
Lord-Mayor of the City of 1A11tlo111 

AND THE 

Court of ALDERMEN, 

AND TH.E 

Liveries of the fe.veral Co 1r1 P AN I.E s, 
AT t'HE 

PAiliiH·CBURCH of St. LtJWrtiUI· JlfiWJ, 
0. lf/ntrjJ.,, 81/t,.Uw 29, I 'J20e 

•,;111. tiM F,tiwl ef St. Midulel the Archutel, a4 1M E/« .. 
tin·DIIJ tjt!. Lou.M.uoa fir t.N r,., lllfoi"t• 

By BENJAMIN IBBOT, D. D. 
P.cftor of St. Pal SbUctnU, and Chaplaia in 

Ordiaary to his MAJISTY. 

Na q_v11t :Jlaal'v•a.•c• D&T&JM&JITJ CAJJ.aT. 
Cic. ptO Milolle, 





AcTs xvnt. 14, iS~ 

And fA-·htn Paul was nDW abtut to opm lUI 
mouth, Gallio Jaid untQ tht Jtwi. If it w•r:• 
a mattu· if tvrqng, Dr wi~ktd /.wdnifs, 0 
yt ')tws, rtafin would that I Jhottld htar wiJb 
y;u : but ·if it bt a qutjlion if words and 
namts, and if yqur law, Jo#k 11 tq it,; fir 
I wiiHt nq judgt of fock mattm. 

T HE crime which the Jtws here laid 
aaainfi St. Paul, and for which they 
brought him before Ga/lio, was 

• !Jiafph1111J againft their rtligion, affirming, 
that the r41izion efiablithed by the law was 
now no longer obligatory, ~d . profe$ng a 
rtligiqn different from . that, and perfuading 
others to embrace it. For thus they rcpre­
fent the cafe to GalliD, at the J 3th verfe, foy­
ing, this fillow perjTJadeth mtn lfl worjhip G1d 
contrary to tht law. To which accufation the 
apoAie. ~as gbing to reply; but Galio p'reventcd 
and faved him that trouble, and put an end 
to their pleadings on both fides, by declaring . 
at once, that the cafe did not come before 
him, nor fall under his cognizance. 
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Go/li• Jaid Mnt• thl J eu•s, ~c. 

This chapter is the only place o( ferlp­
ture, where we find any mention made or 
Galu•; bat from the accouat which we here 
meet •ith of his behniour upon this occa• 

. 1ion, as well as from the charac9er which other 
writers have given us of him, we may jullJy 
conclude, that he was a man of great can­
door and humanity, as ~11 as • wife aad · dif· 
ueet &Daglftrate. 

He wa1 the Roman prrefea of Jchaio,. a 
confular province under .At~gujlus ; and a br.o· 
ther of .Smtta, who .gives him this ch.arafi~r, 
• that he was a man of a fweet temper, uni­
verfally beloved, free from all 1'i£es, and the 
greatefi hater of tlattery. Tacitus t alfo makt's 
mention of him to his advantage, ~pd Su'ti"s 
gives hiln the fame tc!t..i&nooyJ. 

• Solebam tibi ditere, Gallionem fratrem meum 
(quem nemo non pa.rum amar, etiam qui amare 
pfus non pottft) alia vitia 110n aolk, hoc etiam 
(viz. ~ulationcm) odifft-,.ab ..oaai iUum parte tcl!­
tafti-Nemo enim moruliu~ uni tam (lolc:is ett, 
'1~~ h~ omnibus. Cit. Stttlt. N«. ~jl. J. . 4• 
bill•· . 

t Anaal. I. '5· 
t Auc dulc:em generaffe Ga!lionem, ltllli•s• 

S,J"wv•• .. l. 2. Geattblia..-.L~i. 

Not-
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N otwithftaoding this, fome hue feverety 
«nfured his condua in this affair, as if ir 
proceeded from carelelfneli and . indifference 
in religious matters ; and to render him the 
more infamous, have invented a oew oamc 
for this fin, and called it G11lli••ifm. But 1 
hope to jullify the Dtp11t]'s behaviour and to 
thew, that what he fpokc on this occafioo, 
was wifely fpokc ; and that if he bad aae~ 
otherwifc in this matter than be did, he ha6 
tranf&rctl'c:d the bounds of hlt duty. 

It It worth wbUe to tate a Dtll'cr Yiew of 
bit wordt, and camiae more dofcly-illto-their 
drift: and ·m~tDs· 

If it .,., tl ,.,. II( • """''' , wklttl ,,.,._fi, 0 1' JlfiJs - rt JCM1 could accUa 
thil mao of aay iojutUce, whereby he had 
landed aey oae's r:icbt ntl 1'11/"'IJ• or could 
lay to his charge aoy other ·sagitious and vii· 
lainous aiUoo, dooe with a mifebicvous de&go, 
and whereby he had difturbed 1h1 p11hlit pltUI·; 
t mifm Wlll/4 lftt I .fooa/J har with Jill. Jt 
would be but right and jaft, that I 0\ouJd bear 
with this trouble which y.,a would DQW give 

e 'A~O.,,...a .,., ~- f~,.,.. .. .,~. 
t &aTa ~ ,:, '--""""' ,;p.;,. 

me, 
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me, and hear with patience what you have· 
to fay. I !hould then be obliged by tlie d'uty 
of my place, to take cognizance of your mar.:. 
ter. But if it be a quejlion of u:ords, and namei, 
ond of pr.r law. If the c:ntroVilfy as it 
feems 'to me, be, not about civil, but r./igi· 
eus matters: as about the word whidi Pau.J 
preached, and the . truth of that word, and 
whether it be agreeable to your l.lw; or abou..~ 

namts of different feCls in religion, and of their 
founders ; as whether the name of mejfia6, 
or Chrijl belongs t~ that ]tju, whom Paul 
preaches, and what appellation is to be given 

_'to his followers ; or about the fenfe and mean• 
lag of thofe prophecies which Paul applies tO· 
Cbrifl: or if the difppte relates to the rites 
and ceremonies of your· ~. as whether cw­
talltti.fi• be lUll in force, and all that are 
ntirtlimtifi~ are Ollt of God's favour: I fay, 
if the matter about which you are at va­
riance be concerning your mtjiall, who he is, 
and what is :rgreeable, or contrary to your 
Jaw, or • any thing elfe of this kind, look yt 
lo it. Make it up among yourfelves, or dif­
pute as long as you pleafe about it. For I 
fiJjJ/ JJ, nD judte D{ fuch INltttrt. Jt is QOBC 

<>f my bufincfs to determine fuch difputes. 
Thefe things no way affect the, public peatt 

411d guiet, which it is my dut1 to take care 
oh 
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of; nor do they make any one guilty of aay 
crime againft the law of the land, 

And this was a wife anfwer, and thewed, 
that he was well acquainted with the nature 
and extent of his office ; and he was too good 
a man to !ill: himfelf in any party, and to 
abufe the power which was lodged in his hands, 
by applying it to purpofes foreign to the origi­
nal delign of it, and exe&uting wrath upon thtln 
who had J~ne nfJ tvil. 

The words thus opened, naturally lead me 
to trc.tt of the nature a11d extent if the Djfi.t 
·of tht n'Dil magijlrate • • And becaufe this is 
a fubjeet, wblth would tAke up more time, 
than is ufualty allowed upon fuch occafions as 
this ; I lhall confine myfelf to that dijli11Bi111 
which Gallio here makes between matters of 
.a t'iv:l and a rtligio"l nature; between the 
affairs of civil governmmt, and thofe of ,.,. ' 
ligion. Theformer, he lays claim to, as fo~l-

ling under his cognizance, and . belonging to 
his jurifditlion: but the falter, he difdaims, 
as wholly foreign to his1fia, and what he had 
nothing to do with. 

This dijfirmce ~tween civil gwernment aod 
religion, is what I thall endeavour to illull:ratc 
and c;onfirm, and to fettle the juft boun4s 

' &hat 
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that lie between the oo• aDd the other. And 
this I fhall do, by confideriog dillioc!l:ly what 
the end and defign of ti'UJJ zQ'Utrnmtnt is, and 
what it that of rtligin. 

I. Thea let us confider tbt ,,J anti dtfig" if 
ti'Ui/ llfJITIUIIId, 

It is plain, that tivi/ gwtrr.mmt was intU­
tuted for the prcfcrfltioo and advancement of 
men's citJiJ ioterelh, for the better fccurity of 
their lites, and liberties, aod external pofkaiont. 

Men (ooo became fenfible of the necef­
&tJ of dt~il ,,.,..,.,,, for tbefe eods1 from 
the io~o~eoicoclet tkey {utf&red by a ·private 
life iodcpeodeot OD each other. For io fuc.b 
a tate, unlcfs flfety mao would keep firieUy 
10 the relot of juftice and equity, which tbe 
pravity of human aatore~ aoJ long ·expericn'e 
.forbid us ever to hope for; the weak would 
become a prey to the ftr"ng, every one woul.d 
lie at the mercy of him that was- mi~btier 
than himfelf, and the world would be full of 
frau~ and iojuftice, cruelty and opprdlioo. 

No foooer did mankind begin to multiply, 
and' to contraa new relations and new du­
.ties but their interdls iGterfc:red with one 
another, and gave rife to tbofe wrongs and 

injuries 
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injuries which daily increaftd in the world, and 
quickly moved men to enter into fodetin, for 
the mutual fecurity arid defence of their per­
{ons and properties, both againft 'tiolence from 
abroad, and rapine and fraud at home. For 
thefe ends and purpofes, focittill were at firft 
treaed, and grounded upon the mutual com­
paa and agreement of thofe who entered into 
them, 'to ftand by, and affift ·each other, both 
agaioft foreign Tiolcnce, aod dotneftic wrongs. 
To repel rbe firjl of thefe, there muLl be 
external rorce and firengtb, Vlhich confift ill 
arms, riches, abd multitude of hands ; the 
remedy of the Dther; lies in wife a~d ~hole. 
fome laws, agreed upon by the fociety; and 
the care of Hlh is, by common confent, com .. 
lllitted to :the ii'lJil •ogiftratt, who is tnore· 
over armed with the ftn'ce and Jlrength of 
aU hit fabje&s, in order to put tbefe laws in 
execution •. 

From this brief a.ccouot of the nature aocl 
defign of civil gtNtrnmtht, it plainly appeara. 
that the proper bufind8 of the · .. agijlrau iJ 
to preferve the. external peace of the wwUJ. 
and the temporal good of the cDmmMnitJ over 
which he preGdes; to protea every ~an ia 

• Lett" tl11ttrlli•t t.l#rtlli,. Mr. Lotkc's 'Wirlt, 
v. 11. p. 249• 

his 
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.his jull right and property ; to f~e that • '"' 
man go IJtyond, and dljraull his brother in an1 
matter, or do any wrong of any kind to his 
neighbour; and to this end, to infllCl proper 

. punilh!Dents, and t execute wrath upon thewi 
that do roil; to refirain and chafiife thofe who 
are unruly, who tranfgrefs the. laws, 'and vio· 
late the rig~ts of others;. who are guilty of 
afiy of thofe fins, whicb are injurious to the 
jociet1, which dillurb the peace an!l quiet of 
the governmmt, and endanger mens Jives and 
properties; fuch as fraud, injullice, and op· 
preffion, lying and perjury, theftT murder, adul­
tery, and the like. 

An thefe fall under the ceofure and cog­
nizance .of the civil m(lgijltt!te; and it is hi• 
-office and bufinefs to rellrain men from fuch 
outrages as thefe, by bringing the offenders to 
condign punHhment. 

But then it is to be con6dered, that thefe 
tranfgreffions are fubjeCl: to be punifued by 
the civil magillrate in a civil fenfe or capa· 
city only, and not in a rdigious one. · They 

· .fall under his cognizance, as they are injuri­
ous to mens civil interefts, and· dellruaive of 
the good order and government of the world; 

~ 1 Thef. iv, 6. t Rom. xiii. 4• 

and 
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:and .not as they have an inherent turpitude 
in them, and are immoralities and tranfgref­
fions of the divine law: for in that capacity, 
1 conceive, they are out. of the magillrate's 
power, and not cognizable before. any courts 
~fhuman judicature. 

The not obferving this diJlinlliln has ·in· 
troduced no fmall confufion in this fubjeCl. 
For fince the fame aCtions, which are vjola-
1ions of the divine law, are alfo prejudkial 
to human jodety, and fo many breaches of 
the public puue and guiet ; hence it has been 
thought as much the magiflratls duty to pre-:­
vent the ~nt as the other, and that religion was 
as much. his car~ and .concern as civil govern-
ment. · 

Whereas, in truth, if the ·ill influence wnic1t 
thefe vices have upon the peae~ and welfare 
4 lniman fi'itty, could be feparated from their 
-immorality, and their being tran.Jirt}fions of the 
Jaws of God, the magiflrate could have ne· 
.thing to do with them; his bufinifs being no· 
.thibg elfe but co preferve the public peau and 
I)Uitt, and to proteCt men in their civil right1 

and pr,perties,' .and to take no other notice of 
.the attions and behaviour of his !ubjech than is 
:ne~ifary to this end, 

But 
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But becaufe fuch a fcparation is impoffible, 
and tbofe vices which are fo many tranfgrif­
Ji~ns of GDa's laws, have alfo a natural ten· 
~eocy to injure our neighbour in his civil in­
ltr!fts, aod to dHlurb the tH:J Drdtr anti go­
IJtrnment #f thl w1rld; (it being hard to in· 
4\aoce in aay vice, which does not fome way 
.or other, immediately or remotely, do this;) 
therefore it unavoidably happens, tbat the ma­
gijlrtztt, ia the due execution of his office, 
~oes indirtD/y intermeddle with rtlig:,,. I fay 
i11dbt8/y, becaufe rtligiDn is not his proper 
lllljinefs, nor ought he tlirttll] to intend it 
1n the execution of his office. For T H A T 
I lhall Jbew is the care and concern of a 
hightr pow~r, and is to be promoted by rewards 
•nd punilhments peculiar to itfolf, and fetchecl 
froaaGOther world. 

Bat though we cannot a&ually fepante the 
iJJ injiWIItt aoy •ioe 'bas .upon tbe ftJeitty we 
liv.e in, froa its being a h'all/grtjf"" '.{ j01111 
6i'lli11t J.w : yet in our -min~ we may make 
this fcparatiaa, and· confider every vice as a 
aixed aaion, as a traogrefiioo of the laws 

-f "'""' and -.of the lllflls -f Gil. In the Jr.fl 
apedty only, it is fubjea to h11man jru/i­
ctltllrts ; io the ftcmd, it it cognizable only 
before the trii11naJ '.{ MtlfJIII. As it is a 

4 IIIIIUU 
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·,.fJIItr if wrong, or wicked lewdntfs, i. e. 'lis 
h Js an injury tQ any private perfon, or a 
breach of tlle public peace, it is certainly the 
N1agijlratt's duty to retlrain al'ld .punifu it.. 
As it is a tranfgrdiioo of the rules of mo• 
rality aad virtue, of any of the iaws of oa ... 
t:al or revealed ~eligion, it is equally cert;lio,­
~at it belongs only to the juprcm1 -law· 
g.~ver, e¥cQ Gld himfelf, to e~aa an account. 
ef it. 

For t~is rearon, 'becaufe vice and wicked· 
aefs are punilhable by the civil magijlrote only. 
u,pon a civil account, fins are dilferently elli­
~ated and indifferently punilhed by h11man.; 
and by divine laws.· Human .laws make an· 

·dHmate of Ji ns from the damage they do to 
private .perfons, or to th"e publick good, and 
inBiCl: the greatefi puniihment ·i:J·pon thofe fins 
which are mofi injurious in this refpect. For 
tllere .being ·no fianding law of God, which 
has annexed any civil puniihment to any fins. 
(if, perhaps, we may except murther) this is 
~he only rule the mogi.Jlrate has to direCl: him 
ig his punHhing offenders. And therefore, i( 
~here be any fins wherein the fi'itty is· no 
~ay concerned, which it .neither feels, nor 1s -
nlfetl-ed wilh, the magiflrote has nothing to 
do to punith them. And even thofe fins, 
which in t~_dr own nature, ar~ prejudicial to 
: VOL. I. 'L mens 
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mens tivil int,.!fls, if they could be Co dr­
cumfiantiated, as to do no prejudice to any, 
nor to ha\re any ill _influence upon the wel­
fare of fociety ; they could not, in thofe in-

. Aances, be the proper fubje8: of citJi/. p1111i.J/J· 
11UIIts. Nothing is fo, but what docs fomc 
way or other injure a private perfoo, or the· 
public weal. Coofequently, fecret inteotiona· 
aod defigns of wickednefs, if they never break 
out into aa; treafonable thoughts, rebelliou .. 
withes, and feditious purpofes~ can never be 
liable to civil puniibments. Nothing but"'"' 
IJlls, whereby the J«itt,, or any member of 
it, alrually futf'ers, or is brought into danger 
of fulf'eriog, can lawfully be punilhed by the 
tivil magfjlratt. 

But with regard to the /llfiJs if God, the 
cafe is far otherwife. Plt takes an elHmate 
of our ·.fins by other meafures, from thofe de­
grees of light and knowledge againft which 
the ofFence was ~ommitted, and often punifhes 
thofe .fins moll~ which arc leaft, or not at 

:aU, cenfured ·by the civil pnum. Thus f111-

gtr and rlfltngt, with him is murthtr, and lujl~ 
fu/ thoughts and tltjires, adulttry; and the de­
termined will and intention of committing aoi 
fin, with him, amounts to the fin itfelf, though 
through fear, or lbame, or want of oppor-. 
tunity, it was never aauatly co.minitted. And 

· ·· • thofe 
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. tbote lms which the civil matiJira/t does not 
t>unifu, becaufe they do not prejudice men•s 
-civil intertjls, clo ~t render men highly guilty 
before God, · and will be feverely accounted 
for : fuch as covetoofnefs, pride and vain 
boafiing; fenfuality and voluptaoufoefs : mur­
muriag and difcontent ; furlinefs and ill oa• 
ture ; difrefpea to fuperiors, and ingratitude 
to benefaetors ; envy and malice ; calumny 
ud detralUon ; fraud and circumvention ; I . 
fay, thefe, and numberlefs othet inflances, 
which human laws can take no . hold of, cam . 
neither punilh the finner, nor prevent the flo, 
are exprefly coa_demned by the laws of God, 
and have fevere penalties annexed to lhem~ 
And other allions there are, which though 
jafiJy punilhablc by the -civil powers, are ill 
their own nature guiltlefs, and do ht>t difpleafe 
God, but by being tranfgreffions of that general 

. law, of paying all due obedience to t~ji whDtll 
ht has fit wtr. us. · 

To which we may farther add, that cri-
. -minals may fatisfy the Jaw, and fo ftand dear 

before human judicatures, and yet remain n 
guilty before God as ever ; and on the COO'­

trary, they may have made their peace With 
God, and pr~ured his pardon, and yet be 

. equally guilty in the eye of the Jaw, and equally 
liable to civil punHhment. 

L 2. Froll'l 
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From all which, it is abundantly evident, 
that the end and defign of civil g•vtrnment, 
is wholly taken up with the care of men'a 
&ivil rights, and confequently, that the office 
of the civil magijlratt, is confined to this 
Dnt thing, and that religious matters, as foch, 
lie out of 1he verge of his power. But if 
this wants any further light, it will receive it 
from what comes next UDder our confideratioo~ 
and that is, ·· ·· 

11. Tbund 11nd dtjign Dj'rtligion. 

Though rtligim is a great friend to civil 
; eovtrnmtnt, and the praaice of the duties 
~hich that enjoins, tends very much to our 
prefent happineCs, and makes this world a 
anuch more eafy place thlm it would be with· 
out it ; ye;t all this is but mnotely the etret't 
'a£ rtligi'm, and makes no part of its main and 
prin.i~al deftgn. 

· Rtligi1n, in a true and proper feofe, and 
ts the word itfelf · imports, is an obligation 
upon us to God, and was defigoed to recom­
mend us to God, and fecure an intereft in 
his favour, by performing acceptable fervice to 
ii~,_and doing thofe things which arc well 
pleafing in hisfight. · 

And 
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And therefore, 'though- men formed thent~ 
felves into focittits for civiJ reafons, foch as 
have been already mentioned, they did not 
do it upoa any rtligi~us account ; becaofe rt­
ligion, as it relates to G,J, is tranfa8ed be­
tween 11 man's ftif and Gtld, and is what no 
body clfe is concerned in. So that it is nci ~ 
ther ncceifary in itfelf, nor eJI'cntial to tru1 
religion, that great numbers cf men ihould 
meet together, and be incorporated into Jocitliu, 
for the better difcovery, or the more due ex­
ercife of it •. 

Hence it is, ·that they who Jiyed before 
the injiitutiDn of ci'Uil gwtrnmmt or the foun­
tilltion of tt~m11Unwta/Jhs, were as famous for 
their pitty and religiDn, as any who have been 
Iince. They who liYed in the firtl ages of 
the world, when the earth was but thinly 
inhabited, were not therefore defiitute of trut 
rt/igifn, but performed it in a mander that 
was acceptable to God: a~d fo may any .fingle 
perfon, or any (mall number of men, who 
happen to live in a defart place. They are 
not to be looked upon as having no rtligiDtt, 
becaufe they do not live in towns and citits, 
becaufe they cannot make op a great afi'em-

• Set PuiFendorf of tbt rtlAiion httw~t• thurcb 
~tnd jlaJt. Stll. 3• 5, 6. · 

L 3 .1>Iy, 



.. 

"2 cnt Pillars D/ PuuTeJlAI"r 

~ly, aod are not formed iato a citlil jlot1-. 
:ror rtligi.,, 1.$ I before faid, ia tw1fafle& 
~ceo Gill, and a 1111111'1 fi!f,. and equal)J 
~ligq us at all times, and in. al! places, ill 
folitude as well as fociety, under. whatever 
,..,..,.,,, we liYe, or whether we live under 
•"1 at all. Ao.d that' which makes religitJul 
worfoi' moft acceptable to God, is o}lcn to 
m view alou, as h1 is a di.fomur of -the 
Mart ; and that is f~t~cwity and illl'lriiJ, the 
fiiWjbip that is in jpirit, and in truth. Tb:a 
1.'tligitJn rook place before ficittits were ereaed, 
and is of ao tJidw dote than any civil ljla­
)11/Jmtntl, as well a~ of a dijfmnt .fJrigin. It 

~ commeaced the moment we were aca~d : it 
iB contemporary with human nature, aod be­
gao with the race of mao, though it came 
llot from the will aod invention of mao ;. 
oat is groaaded .qpoa tbe will and Jaw of 
G•tl, who f(es m~a ia the dark, has ia his. 
bands rewards, and pWIUhments, and power 
enough to call t<> at:co~.Jot the proudell ~f.~ 
fender~ Whereas &tJmmMW alths were found­
ed, and gfJfJtrmntllt infiitated Joog after, by the 
will and invention of mau, and for q,uite other 
{eafoas, ~d dUfereat ends. 

Io this fiatt if natu~,, I mean before tbe­
inClitution of .civil gfJfJtinmmt, rtligifJn, as it 
related to G,d .too.~, hail no. other hold upo!l 

·JPr:Qa 
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.men, but from the fear and re'-:erence of Gad, 
'and was a perfc:fl: £\ranger to all bmman power, 
and outward fore~; and every one embraced 

:th/Jt rtligion, which either his own r'ofon dic­
.tated, or rev,itJiiln difcovered· to him~ and had 
·a ri.ght of ordering for himfdf the · external 
circnmflances of religious w~rjhip. In all t~fe 
things, every one was left to his own .li­
berty, and was accountable to none but God. 
In this fiate, no man · :whatever could require 
.me to conform to his judgment in rtligious 
matters, nor could I require him to conform 
to mi11t. But if ~&ny man out of charity to 
rny foul, and becaufe he believed himfelf to 
be in the right, had ·a mind to bring me 
o~er to his opinion, he mufl: convinc~ me by 
proper arguments, that he was in the right, 
and I in the wrong; but mull ufe no outward 
jorct or compulfton of any ki~d; and that for this 
plain and lhort reafon, amoagfi others, becaufe• -
'the care of every man's own foul which is the 
.whole concern of rtlt"gion; belongs to himfdf 
alone, and is to be left to himfelf; and to ufe 
any force or violence here,. is not only uojuft, ~ut,. 
as lhall be fhewn, wholly ufelefs and infigni~ant. 

, This was the cafe of rtligion in a flat; of na ' 
turt. Let us next fee, whether any _alteration 
waD made in lhis cafe by lhe injli:uti1n of civil; 

. tDlltrlllllmt •. 
L-t.· NoW' 
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Now Iince thofe wro-ngs and injuries which 
rnen daily received from one another, and~ 
which firft moved them to enter into ficietiir, 
did not affe·a their rtligion, but their lives 
and liberties, and goods ; it fotlows, that when 
they waved. their natural freedom, and com­
bined together, they did not at all fubmit 
themfelves in religious matters to the will of 
the civil magijlrate, as they l'ubmitted their 
perfons and properties to be difpofed of by 
him, for the obtaining the end of focitiJ, the 
mutual defence and prefervation of one ano­
ther. Men migh~ and did fiill retain thdr · 
natural freedom in rdigitlus matters, very con­
tnlently with all the ends of· civil government, 
which oblige them to give up their natural 
right in other things. for there is this re-o 
rnarkable and· elfential difference between mens -
(ivil or ltmporal, and their r,Jigious or Jpi­
ritua/ rights, that the firmer are alienable-, 
an.d ~ay, by thdr owa confent, be refirain­
.ed, .or remitted in fome cafes, for the better 
fectJrity of them in others: but the lat11r, their 
re!tgious or JPiritua/ rights are their unaliena!Jfe 
property, in which they cannot be renraln­
cd, and which they cannot give· up in any 
cafe, or upon any account whatever. Men 
cannot abandon the care of their fouls, as 
they may that of their bodi'es and ellates, and 

blindlr 
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lllindly leave it to the magifirate to prefcribe 
what faith or wor!bip they lhall emt>rae~. 
For befides that the·care of every man's four 
belongs to himfelf, becaufe I'Utry ont if ut: 
mlljl' giflt 1111 acwmt ':/' hhnftlf to· God; lt'om. 
:tiv. r2. And the nature of religion is fuch;. 
as makes- it a ll'ria perfonal duty incumbent" 
upon eYery m~n ; and whatever of thit 'kind! 
is done, mull be done by oarfelves-: I fay,. 
betides this, we cannot, if we would', con­
form our faith to the diC\ates of another, andt 
believe jull as he believes, and becaufe he be­
lieves fo; nor can it ever poffibly be lawful~ 
ttpon any account, to comply with; or agree too 
any thing- in religion, that is contrary to. our­
judgment, and the inward perfuafion of ourr 
minds; to profefs for truth, what we beneve­
to be a wrong faith, or falfe dotb-iile; antf 

·to worfhip God after any other· manner than• 
that which we conceiVe to be · moll agre~ablc· 
to the divine wiH. In thefe matters, we can• 
~either give, nor- . can another u.furp any aU"­
Ibority·over our· coofciences'; nor·can we fub• 
mit them to any other ruler, butGo<r. and· Ollt"' 

ewn reafon. And therefore the magijlratt oughtt 
ao.t · to· ioiii' upon· terms- of purvlj • riligiiut< 
aatui-e, \Wth thofe who aPC undel' his.gwmt-
1116111", er excrcife his power and. aGthodti ' otear 

· tbcm. ia. ~is . r<f p,efr. •. 
~a.· s -n1• 

1 
I 
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·This will quickly appear, by takint a 'iew 
of the chief awl principal puts o£ ,/igi•• 

To. begia then witll •wa/iJ1 and 'Dirllu.t.. 
which though unhappily dillinguithed from rt- . 
/!li•n, arc the chief aod. maiD things. whcrc­
ia it coofilll. Tbefc are fouadcd. ia. tac ctcr·­
nal and immutable aature aoc:L r.eafoD o( things, 
whereby Come things ue cviclontly fit, an" 
qthm as el'idtotly_ unfit to be doae, whac-. 
e.vcr the- cGnfoquau:o of them be here. Thia 
~iog plainly tho nature of things, ancl there 
'beiog this olfcQ.tial diH'crcnce bet"RCD them., 
we jufily coadudc .it to be the wi/J '.f Gill~ 

· who made us what we. are, aad pots. thia 
dUFcrenco between fome thi~ and. others,. 
that we filould obferve this diJFerenae. in ow: 
aCtions. And herein we are to.. be direltedl 
by our own reafoa, or confclence ; ·which iS> 

.~thiDg elfe but the opinion or judg~eot oti 
qur miad concerning the moral pr,avity or rec­
titpde of our. o-W11. aCliosu, _ for the coodu& 
Gi which we arc accountable to.GoJ alODc:. 

If theD.I be fatisfied itl my· ow.o. mind· oi 
the lawfulnefs. or unla-wfulnefs of any atlioo t. 
and ~ or forbear it upon that perfualioo a. 
the civil magiftrate has no right to laf· aDJt 

· ~eJhoaint upon · me iQ· thiS cafe, becaufe bet­
judges 
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jadges me to be in the wrong;: for one man's: 
confcience is no r.u!e to another, and there· 
fore • ont ma11's Jilurtrfoould 11ot b1 judgtd if 
bJ. a11otlur matis tol'lfdnrct; but in all fuch cafes: 
H thefe, every one m~ll: pdg#' for himftlj; 
_,ul take care to be' fully ptrfuadtd iil his owa 
tRiOd, and not to t tmdPIIII· himfif ;,, Jho~ 
tbi"l whirb btallfJWttP. 

But what it: an1 one upon, preteace of mr­
ftimu, and to thew his liberty,.. ihould com­
mit any matur tf wrmg or wicltd lewdnt/f't.. 

invade any one's prop,.ty, or difimb tbe '""'" 
lie pt(m? Why then, I fay, Do pretence of 
rtligion or. c~'!fcitnct can· lkreen him from the: 
civil powers. He ou!tbt .to be rell:rained and! 
punHhed. But then be does not fuJfer upo01 
a rtligious, but upon a. tivil account; he fofFert; 
aa at murtherer, or as 11 thief, or as afuvildotr• 
lr as a hujj-/)()(Jj. in olblt' 11Un's matttY1~ 

· If we· place r#ligion in the lJtlirf ef any· 
fe't of do{frints or in the prafficc of any· 
pat'ticular forms or DiOdes o( dlvin1 warjhip .-: 
·here too, every man inufr judge, aod chafe: 
fOr himfetf, rnull lmtW thofe do&-iDcs which, 
lre thinks to be true, aed· wsrjhip G~J in fucba 
a· maoner, · as he is perfoa:ded is moft accepo. 
tabl~ to him.. The magijlrat1 has nolhing tot 

. . 
• 11 Cor .. x .. :zg .. t. Rom. xiv •. :u. t 1 :Ret. lv .. 15 .. 

L • a~ 
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do to interpofe in this cafe, to apply fwc• 
if any lind, to bring them OYer to any par· 
ticular perfuafion. This is plainly foreign to 
his office, and ftepping beyond the bounds .of 
his duty. The peace and quiet, and good _ 
order of the fieitty, are the only points which 
be is to take care of; and Iince thefe are 
as confttlent with mens holding difftrtllt opi­
llions in rtligion, as they are with their being 
of diffirtnt fentioieots in 1thtr 1/IIJtttrs; the 
•agiflralt is no mQre concerned to intermeddle­
in religious dijputu, than. h~ is ill tblft if phih· 
pph], ~~ 1r pbJiic. 

Indeed, . if men hold any opinions in r1.; 
pgion, which are detlruC\ive of the peace and 
quiet of the world, and undermine the gt~­

. 'f)trnmmt, and aa .in purfuanc.e o{ thefe opi:­
. !lions, their aaions then are of a ci'iil, and 

aot of a: religious nature ; and they rendei 
themfelves obn~ous to the civil p.wtrs, and 
jufiy deferve tQ be prinHhed. Or if mea · 
manage their rtligi•us 4ifputes w.ith fuch beat 
:and eagernefs, aad casry theif differences fo 
JUghras to fall foul upon. and offor violence 
to one another, it is the magfjlute•s duty u. 
interpofe, to defend~ and. avenge him th~ 
fuffers wrong, and to punHh him that. did i~ 
And therefore Ga/J;o was- certainly to blame 
ill takmg no. noti'c of tha• infult, whidl thQ 

Gr11a 
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Cmh committed upon- · S'.fthtnt$, the chief 
rul-er of the fynagogue, by beating him in 
6ptn tflurt, "· 17. This if _ what he ought 
to have prevented or puni.fhed, both as an af• 
front to hi-mfelf, and aa· injury to oae of his 
fubje&. But in this cafe, the mogi.ftratt does 
not . make himfel( a judgt if cmtrDtllrfill ;, 
rtligitm, nor ufe his power and autbotity to 
decide them j but be acb in his own proper 
c:haraaer, as a g•uuJian of the public peace 
Q{ the J«itty, and of the tit~il i"ttr!fls of hie 
{ubjeels ; both which arc invaded in. the pr~ 
knt ca'=. · · 

ADd therefore, where men demean the~ 
felves quietly and peaceably, and their d!f­
ftrint faith and pt'atlic* have no fuah e1fe&, 
and concern onl1 G1J and their- own: fi.U, 
the magijlrat1 is no juJgt if Jutb- m11tttrq 
and whatever their errors be, muft ufe ne 
eut-ward· foret or t~illtlltt to compel them, bot 
·Jean them to- the juO: judgment of G1d, aa 
·w their own propet mt!forJ ·co whom they 
,1re toj/and "faiL 

For the IRJ/g!ft'ratt to. interpofe, and make 
ltimfelf a judgt and a rtt~tngtr in affairs whic~ 
are turei, of a rtligi•us nature, ~s to tranfgufs: 
&l1.c bound.\ of his _duty1 and to invade. thp 

Jrc:t:Qp 
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'rcrogatwe of G.rJ ;· it .is (to, borrow the wordS 
· ef ao ioc~parable • author) b juti{t •1111 mif­
llft tiN Jirwmt• if,,,.- 11111j/tr, who art not· 
., .a "'~'"'klbu tt bUn. For aotbiog em 
1M .are clear or certain, thaa that as r,. 
ligim hu Gill •/y f~ ita all4hw, fo it it 
properly. his ·care aod cooarn oaly. The laws 
of ~ligion al'e. the laws of GoJ on.{,·, and hi 
llimfelf bat> appointed reWitda and pu.oilhmeots 
ilt tho obfcrvcDS ao&l traofar.ofi'ors of them. 
Jl. bu tlktn· thi~ wbollc. matter upon hiaa .. 
f*lf, aJld. r.r~m:wt it to bimfc:lf, ~md has no. 
where authorized- any inao, or any, number 
of men upon earth,. to be his deputies, or. 
Wcegcrents in tbit beMif. So tbaa it is ·highly 
wicked. aod uojuft io aoy maa, to ufurp any' 
autboriCJ- over. ocher• in cafes of a r..tli~inlf · 
,.,.,. in lftatttrs of foitll aod cqtrfiimtt. For 
htre Gill· himrtlf has -laid; down the rule of 
•r alUou; aDd aot left it to others to pre• 
ilribc to b. ·He h~ has fot before ae 

. 41Ur duty, and bu told-us; that hc.wiJI judge­
ef. the pttformaaee :. an6l for aay man, aftct 
this,. to pretend to any power o"Ver us· h~e-,. 
is to foreRall the judgment of GqtJ, and to take: 

' 4locl's .a.fi:. owt of his- own h'!-Dd ... 

• Mr. L«ke.·s ktttr 'ftt.'~rlll/4111 p. 2,3l; Vol. II. 
5a&.. . • 
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But fuch aitempts as thefe are not on!J 
wicked and. UtYuft, bu..t very foolitb and fruit• 
kfs, as will .appear~ if we confide~, that the 
nature and tbc virtu,e too of aliAtligion, con· 
~lls io a. frc:e and . willing choice, in the con­
fl:nt and approbation of our minds, in th& 
.fincerity and integrity of our hearts, in our 
being fully perfuaded · of the truth of what 
we believe, and of the goodnefs of what we 
practife. Whatever we dn in rtligz'on, we· 
muft do it htartify,, as unto tht L~rTI, in obe­
dience to liis commands, and compHance witl1. 

' /Hs will, and· becaufe we believe it wi1l re­
commend us: to. his fat'our, Wbatfoever is 
aot done with this alfurance of faith·~ is· rret• 
ther well in. idelf, · ncir can ir ISc ac;(eptable. 
loGd. 

Bllt of . what ufc caa· human. laws, eaforce<t 
bj civll penalties, be in. nll. this. r They may. 
make me do things which· are iD.. my power~ 
and depend upon 1Df will: but to believe this, 
er that, to be true, is aot in my power, nor· 
~ependa. uport m.y will, but. opgo. tho li&ht,. 
aDd evide•ce, and iGformatioo. which I have. 
And will civil difcoutagemcnts and iacapacities, 
lines and confifcations, llripes and imprifoameQt .. 
enlighten the underilanding, convince ·mens. 

-· llinds of en:or, and. inform them of the truth·?-· 
x c-

• 
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Can they have any fuch efficacy, as to m~ke­
men change the inward judgment they have 
framed of things? Nothing can do this, btit. rea­
fon and argument. This is what our minds and' 
underfiandings will naturally yield to; but they 

• cannot be compelled' to believe any thing by 
outward force. So that the promoting_ of true 
religion is plainly out of 'the magijlratt's. reach. 
as well as belide his tJj/ict : and though tem-

- poral rewards and puo.Hhments are. very proper 
~eans to produce an a8:ual external compli:. 
ance with buma11 laws~ which is .fufficient to · 
?Wfwer the end of their- infiiunion; yet thefe ·I 
are very improper motives to. be applied to 
the laws. if God and r-eligion, becaufe thex 
c:ann.ot produce that inward obedience in fi~ 
cerity of heart and canfii,ct which thet~ laws. 
~equire, nor that thorosgh perfuafion- of the­
~ruth_ of what we b~lieve, and _of the g~~tf-
nt.ft of what we prailife, without which- no­
e»utward compliance with the d:flint klwr, nor 
any thing whicl.t- we do in rtligifJII it of- any 
accouQt. _ 

, A·nd' therefore; if the· mttgijff'tltl interpofes 
liere, and either chufes· a re/igicn- for me, or 
enforces that which I have chofetf, with tem­
rorat· rewards and puriilhments; ~ he defiroys. 
111y; rtllgiDn,_ and f.aoils. the \'.ictue. of what'-

0-Yq 
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e'rer I do under that name. !f be impofes 
upon me, and forces me to profefs, (for he 
·cannot make me believe) a religion, which I 
do not think to be true; he makes me a 
hJPDtritt and a- difft"!bler, and expofes ~e to 
the reproa~hes of my own heart, and the ju.A: 
vengeance of G,(J: which is highly abfurd and 
unreafona&Je, confideriog that the end of all 
religion .is to fecure the favour of God, and 
the· peace of our own confciences. If he 
forces me to profefs and praC\ife what is . tr ttl 
reli"gim, and what I myfc:lf believe to be fo, 
he at the fame time defiroys the virtue of 
this religion, and deprives me ·of my reward 
in heaven. For whatever I do in rtligion out 
·or force and confirainf, upon worldly motives 
and confiderations, out of fear of the civil 
powt"s, or the like~ is no t·eligiM at aiJ, nor 
is there any virtue in any actions which are 
performed upon fuch principles as thefe. For 
rtligim mull: be built upon our regard to God; 
and whatever regard we pay to men in the 
performance of religious duties, takes off fo 
much· at leafl: from- our regard to God, and 
fo far diminilhes' the virtue of what we do. 
So far as temporal motives and temptations 
P.revail with us, and are the fprings and caufes 
of our profeffi!ig or praC\Hing religion ; fo far 
mofl: certainly we are not influenced · by the 
love of God, and fear of offending him,... 

which 
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which is the only foundation of all true religiap, 
which confifta in inttn~al.foutrity, in the obC• 
dience of the htatr and ethlfiimu, and in !Wr-· 
/hipping God·;, fpirif and in truf!J. And for 
this reafon, no doubt, God thought fit ,to an- . 
nex no other penalties to the tranfgreffioo of 
his Jaws, bat the fpiritual and invilible ter­
rors of a future ftate; and no <?ther rewards 
to the obfervance of them, but the joys and 
happinefs of the world to &omt; becaufe pre• 
fent and temporal rewards and puoUhments, · 
the counttnanet or terrors of men, _hne no . 

·tendency to promote thofe things wherein true 
religion con fills, can .. neither convinct the un­
lktjlanding1 nor· rule the h(Ort, nor lead men 
to the truth with Jinarity; but are much more 
likely to have the direa contrary etfea : and 
if they were applied to religion, might make 
~eo outwardly comply with it, merely for 
the prefent temporal benefit they received from 
lt j but could never make them fmcere in the 

. belief or pracHce of it. And what our faft.. 
our faid to the people who fought for him, 

·John vi. 26. might fitly be applied to fuch 
£onverts and dtfciples as thefe, fJtrily, fJtrily, 
1 foJ unto you, p ftel mt, nft h!caufi Y' jOfiJ. 
tht 1'4irades, b11t htca "fi1.' (td taJ of tht Utl'Uil., 
~ iflere jllt1.. · 

'"·· 
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Bot fa£thel""; as· rtligi;m confifts la fucb a 
belief and pra€\ice, as we, in OUI' confcienca 
are perfuaded to ~ beft, and moft ac:teptable 

· to God, as it lies ia the fincerity and in· 
tegrity of the heart, as it is truth ;, thl ;,. 
tvard parts ; fo it can lle fubjea only to tho 
judgment of the great G,d, whofe prerogaa 
tive it is, to be a fiarchtr if th1 heart, and 
o tryer of the reins; who fees- the fecret fprings . 
of our aaions, and knows our thoughts and . 
intentiors'" afar ofF. Vpon wbicb account, no 
man upon earth can be a judgt in religious 
matters, nor take upon him the cognizance 
of this caufe. He knows aot . the thoughtt 
of our heart, c::aanot tetl upon what princi· 
pie we ailed, or whether we were lincere in 
our religion or no; and then:fore if he fhoulll 
undertake to difpenfe rewards and punilh~ 

ments; he, through paffion, weakneu, _ancl 
frailty, might eaftly err, and inftcad of exe­
cuting righteous j~dgment, might confound 
right and wrong, by punUhing ·the iaoocent, 
and rewardiag the gpiJty. The apoftle's ad:. 
l'ice therefore is very feafonable in the prefent_ 
cafe: • judge 1JIJthi>~g llif•re the time, until th. 
Lord come, who koth will bri"t to light the hitltlm 
1hi11gs of dtzrlatfs., ll1NI wiD f1Nllt 1111111iftjl th. 

• l Cor, it. s, .. 
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f4tmftls of thl htart: tliUI thtn jhall l'fJI'1 ltl411 

lla'lll pr•ifi if G1tl. 

By this time, I hope, it appears· that Gal· 
li1 ac!led a wife and confcientious paa:t in this 
a.ffotir, and that if he had proceeded to the 
hearing and determination of -the caufe which 
the Jtws bere brought before him; he had 
done what he could not jufiify by v.irtue of 
his qflicc, and had given himfelf much trouble, 
without doing any good to himfelf er others, 
but poffibly much hurt to both. 

For moll certain it is, that the duty of 
the magijlrat1 is . confined to the care of the 
tifJil anti ttmp~ra/ g11tl of his people, and does 
•ot extend to their jpiritua/ anti tltrnal affairs.. 
And as long as men behave themfelves quiet• 
Jy and peaceably in the govtrnmtnt under 
which they live, as long as they do no wrong 
or injufiice to their neighbour, nor prejudice 
;any one in their civil rights, they may and 
ought to be left to themfelves in the choice 
flf their rt!igion, and be allowe'd to worlhip 
GDd in that manner, and after tha.t way, 
~hich they think bell and moll: acceptable 
-to him. This is their natural right, aod tbere 
can be no greater ioftance of injuC\ice and· 
opprefiion, than .any way$ to abridge it, or 
~eprite them of it. 
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• So that toleration, 'or abfolute libtrty in mat_. 
ters of religion and e~nflience, however- it" bas 
been vilified, and -exclaimed againft, is as 
much every ·man's juft right, as any other 
thing which can be mentioned :: and perftcu• 
tion, however meritorious blind zeal and bi~ 
gotry have made it, is as flagran~ an inllance 
of cruelty and oppreffion, ·as any of thofe thing$ 
which are often praiHfed in confequence of it, 
plunder and d#'V'!ftations, finu, imprifonn~ent and. 
murthtr. 

The mogijlrate ought to be fo far from 
thus perfecuting any of his.fubjelb, upon ac· 
count of their differing from him in rtligion, 
that it is a principal duty_ incumbent on .him· 
to take care that different fecb and parties 
do nof perfecute, or treat one aa_other ill upon 
this account. His bufinefs is to protea peo-· 
pte of all opinions and perfualions, not in­
confiftent with the ends of government, from 
being infulted by thofe from whom they differ, 
or fu.tferiog any thing on the fcore of foch dif­
ference. It is nothing· to him, what falfe and 
erro'+e~us opinions men hold, what ridiculous­
and abfurd doctrines they profefs, or, in · a 

'. wocd, what they believe, or dilbelieve in· re-· 
\· ligiqn, fo long as hereby they do no preju• 

~ ~ to their D<igbboa~, aor .- '"YZ 
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ration in mea's titlil .rights, ner ditlarb the 
public peace •nd quiet. For the cod arid 
dcfigo of tiflil g~ernmmt, was not to pro­
\'idc for the truth of mea's opioions, bot 
for the fafcty and fccurity of their goods anfl 
ped'ons. 

But here it may be obj«l:cd, is the tMgi• 
jlrat1 to lhew no r.cal or cooccrn for the 
lloooor of G1d, aod the authority of his latm t 

, Is he to be altogether iodi1ferent what reH­
gim his fubje& are of, or whether they be. 
of any r~/i,gi,, at all? Is he not to exert bil 
power in faYoor of the trw r11igi'"' and ttt 

fee, that the rub thueof be duiJ obfcne4. 
ud praaifed l 

T• this I aafftl', that fince G1tl, who Ia 
moft certainly the propereft judge ia shis cafe, 
aad bel\ knows what are the fitteft "''""s to 
be made ufe of for tbefe mis ; has aot thought 
'fit to enforce his latxJs with any 11hrr font• 
ti.ns, but the rewards and puoifhments of a 
_future and iaviftble fiate, nor to promote hls 
honour ancl- true religion by any other . mo­
tives but t!Nft.· what authority has any- IIUII 

to mak.e any alteration iG what God has 
eftablifbcd, and to enforce his Jaws with aof 
other faaDims tbao what h1 himfilf bas ap1 
pointAad l G,d has sivcn no mat• this authority ; 

and 
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10d men caoaot give it one ·another._ And 
therefore for aoy one to alfume it, is not 
only encroaching upon G11J's_ pr~rogtl-tiw, and 
inva4ing mtn's ,.,Jigiou.s rights, but it is calling 
ia queftion the divin1 wijd1m, as if God who 
made man, and gave him thefe Jaws, knew 
not what fonlliot~_s were moft proper to fecure 
man's obedience to them, and what motives 
and arguments w'ere moft likely to prevail with. 
him, to be truly good and virtuous. 

And as to irue religion, and a right IJ11ilj', 
every man is 1rthodox to himfelf, and thinks_ 
his own religion to be true; and therefore 

I ' If this be any argumen~ why the mag!Jiratl 
fhould ufe force in promoting his own re/i­
,;,,, it will plead aS ftrongly for falji ,.,. 
ligions, as for the trut_ '"': it will hold as 
well for P'-P"I in popijh ctnintrits, for Maho­
mltanifm at Conjlantinqplt, as for prot!flantif"' 
in Gr1at Bt'il11in. But i.S not the honour of 
God to be confultcd ? And are not vice, and 
immorality, and prophancnefs to be rcllrained_ 
and· punUhed? Moll ccrtaiuly they ought 1 . \ 

but upon a civil account, aad becaufc they ar~ 
prejudicial to mens civil inttr!fls. As for Goat 
bon11ur, - he himfclf is the bcft guardian of ir, 
and will moft certainly take care of it in 
hii own time and way ; for he ~~ a jtauu~ 
G141. Bot then 1 add, that fo~ men to be; 

re· 

~I 
I 

i 
i 
1 
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rdlrained from thefe vices by the power and 
authority of the civil mag!ftralt, and out of 
fear of his fword, is n9 honour to God, what• 
ever it may be to C~efar: it is obtying mtlf 

rathtr than.GDd, and thews that we are more . 
afraid of men than of God. · It is indeed for 
t'he intereft ~nd honour of the civ:'/ gii'Vtrn­
mmt, that all vice, immorality, and prophane­
nefs ihould be fuppreffed, becaufe they are 
prejudicial to it, and the contrary virtues tend 
to" the good and welfare of fociety ; and fo 
far the m_agijlratt ought to intecpofe. And 
becaufe all manner of wickednefs, even in 
thofe inllances, where it does not diretlly 

. injure any private perfon, nor difiurb the pub­
lic peace, has an ill influence upon fociety, 
tends to make men bad fubjech, and worfe 
neighbours, and indifpofes them for the due 
difcharge of the relative duties of life; it 
were much to be wifhed, that human laws 

could be fo contdved, as to take in a grta!tr 
compafs here, if that ·coul4 be done without 
any puMc inconvenimu. For the wife man's 
obfervation is founded in the nature of the 
thing, as well as In the decree of almighty 
God, th~t righttoufnifs exalteth a nation, b.t 

fin it a rtprooch to any ptoplt, Prov. :!Hv. 34• 
As the virtue of a nation iocreafeth or di· 
minilheth, fo does its fircngth at home, and 
credit abroad. · 

Aod 
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· And further :- as they who fear and hoeour 
God 111oll:, al'e likely to 111ake good fub­
jeCls, and do difcharge their duty bell, while 
they do it, mt only f.r u;rath, l11tl for con­
flimtt /ah, Rom. xiii. S · So moll certainly, 
upon this account alfo, it is incumbent upon 
the ci~il magifirate, and .. ,one grec~t end of his 
~tt; to maintain and flJflport the {tar a11d ho­
nour of God, by punjhing tho{t who do evil, and 
praijing them that do well, 1 Pet. ii. I 4• 

But then it is .plain, that thefe conlid.era­
tions are of a pol tical, and not merely of a 
rtligious nature: for the h n:ur of God, coo.· 
iidered abfiraaedly from the. good of civil 
focuty, and as it concerns himfelf only, can­
not be thus promoted ; and is, what he has 
infinite ways of maintaining and taking care 
cf, without being beholden to the Jmtlur arTil. 

To conclude : fince religion and civil go­
""rnmmt are, in their original, end, bulinefs, 
and in 'evuy thing elfe belonging to them, 
thus perfeCtly dil1incr, and er:uirdy different 
from each other; it would put an end to many 
controverfie$, and make very much for the peace 
and quiet both of c.hurch and fiate, if men 
wc.ulJ obferve this difiiotlioo, and each party 
would Jc.eep within their refpe!H"e ~unds. 

V 0 L: I. M This 
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This ~o,uld hiader th~aa froB\ <:•af.Qiog ~d 
iorcrferln"· wi_t" o.ne ~tooth~. 4Ad w~l~ pre­
vent t.bo~ --~ts an~ a.niiJIQ.fatiea,_ dlofe ~tB-s, fi. 
viol~c;o ,~d sapi_nc:1J cruelt,y 'qd oppTd.liQIIa 
t~c ha,"~ a~uo.d.ed in the ~ W9fl.d Q~ 
accoqp~ qf ~l.i;\()111 . -

Let the miqiflers of t11e g~!pei keep, ex: 
be kept, to their duty. Let t~e_I;Jl yuuh t~ 
gofptl Dj pe_oce, and not found tht trumpet if 
war. Let them mind their own bufinef&, 
which is the fo/:utttirm of mm's fouls, by teac~­
ing and perfuadlog them, both by their .doc­
trine and example. both publicly an4 pr-i.­
vately, to deny ungodlintfl and wor.l4/y lu.fls, 
and to li'lle righttotJjly, foherly, olld godl] in this 
prefi_n·t world: and let them .not ftretcb them­
:fclves beyond their lint,- by meddling with the 
tJjfairs of Jlatt, ·and making themfelves more 
minifters of the govtrnmmt, than minifiers of 
.the gojp,J of Chrifl. 

And let the mot.iJiratt tQO confine himfelf 
to his own proper bufinefs, and attend to the 
tiJorldly welfare of the commonweal;h, and in· 
fiead of exerci'fing his power in binding other 
men's confciences by human laws, let him 
take care to conform his own confcieoce to 
the laws if God, and direfr all his counfels 
au.~ endeavours to prqmote uoiverfaDy the ci'llil 

· ' welfllre 
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welfaN « tlt hil ilt.jeal. • •ad 1er bia 
DOC thlok that lie bean eJac £wCIII'4 ia tailtt 
anlefs he caploys it ia the eauM « OM aa4 
rmti"'· It wu not pat i11t0 hil halt for 
this uf'e, nor ca8 It be appllecl _.. tbit pur• 
po(e with uy pod d6. It wu pen hila 
fer qeite other ee4s, aoil he will fiad Wd 
enooglt for it ia ckcldiog tivil cuntroYer&f, 

-wfthollt . mcddliag with thofc of a rllitints n•• 
ture ; t ;, nttldmt jttJgmetd all jujliu lt· 
IU1ml ntr mtlll atttl tmnhlr ; ;, lredittg tht jttfiJI 
if_ thl' widttl• aNI pbuli11g t61 _h.il .., lj hir 
tenh ; ia cheeking aact ·controuUog the auo­
gant and ungovernable-, in preve.tthlg or pU• 
nilhiog all fraud and injufiice, violence and 
oppreffion, and in foppreaing fatlion -and tu­
mult, fedition and rebellion. I fay, thefe and 
fuch like particulars will afFord the magij/rflle 
fufficient exercife 'for his fu .. •rtl, without turn­
ing the edge of it againft falft t.Ullri,:l, lm1J, 
and fi:hifm. 

· And if civil magillrates, and minitlers of 
the gofpel, would thus contain them{dves within 
their own bounds, there would be the moll: 

exaa harmony and agreement between them ; 
and we might hope to fee the prophet's pre- , 
diCtion fulfilled, concerning the happy ftate of 

• Ltlltr CDitCtrfliflg ID!tt •ti"'• III'Wilrti tiN '""· 
t Job xxix. '7· 

M2. the 
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rbe church or lingd~m •f Chri/f; • whm tbe..wJf 
foal/ dwtll with th1 l11111b, aNI the leop11rd jhaJI 
li1 down with th1 lid; and th1 tll!f, oni thl 
,.agli,,, a11tl th1 fotling togllhtr, Rntl a littll 
chi/J jball hod thlm. Whm tb1- tOW 1111d tiN 
l1ar jhaD fml, th~ir pmg miJ jhaR . Ji1 tlDw• 
tDgllhtr; anJ th1 lion jboll 1111 jlrilw lik1 tiN D¥. 

Wht11 tiM jlltling child foal/ plo1 011 the bolt if thl 
afp, tmd th1 w,·ontd child jholJ put his hand on 
the cGclatrie~ d1n. lPhtn th.y foal/ not hurt nw 
d!flroy in 11/l Got!' s bo!y mountain. t 'ibm would 
mtrcy and trllth mttl togtthw, righttflujnifr and 
p111t1 wfluld lifs 1och other. Which God of hi,s 
jnfinite mercy grant, &c • 

• lfa. xi. 6, 7· 8, c;. t Pfa~. !J!XXV. J<).o 



AN 

E N ~ U I_· R Y 
INTO THE 

CONSEQ_UENCES; 

0 F 

Suppofing that B A P T I S M makes 
INFANTS, dying in Infancy, Inheritors 
of t~e Kingdom of Heaven, or is of 
any Advantage to them in the World 
to come •. 

WHBlUlJN 

Ia clearly demonRrated, tb~t fuch a Doarinc 
did not, nor ever can, proceed from a Mer­
ciful.aod All- wife Being; and therefore not 
from GoD, f$,, 

By a Member of the Church of C H R I S T. 

'Fill fowl that p11tth it jhall Jit; till fo" jh411 110t btar tbt 
i•ipifJ of 1M fatbtr, 111itbtr jh411 tbt fatbtr bur till i•iflliiJ 
of tbt fo•, J(a, niii, •o. 

FirR printed in the Year 1733• 

M3 
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TO THE 

R n·E R. 

JT is tlu tujlam of mtJjl per fins, whtn they pro-
. Jefs 11 pr.ve the pr;,rciples or pratlice of others 
err•n.ttnn, to tift mort words in exclaiming agai'!ft 
them, than WDuU exprefs the who!i of what they · 
hafJt advtl1tttd, 'lllbith might he tailed reafon tJr 

~ ttr.g•ment: h11t fll I htlve always judged it !Jetter 
for futh tn"fins '' /tarn how their ~wn pajfions 
may he gfJfJtrntd, than tfJ attempt the e~rrellion 

of others mijlt~les, while thq write with a temftr 
ftlitt rl"'lerft to the charity ond mttlntfs of a true 

fo!l1wer ifChrijll 1 hatJt thtr~.fort, ;,. the follow-
;,g Rflliry, llji4 no rti7re, .. 111r "' other Wn-ds, 
tb1111 'IIJNt 'UIWI nrc!JarJ t1 giw the readtr 11 

clt11r flitw if tht t~rt•mrnts thtrt ufid, tmd the 
matter '"'l··irtd •ft~r J m:1 djig• bnng to /tt~d 
others illto a true ,,;,, of their 1u.·• opillifJtis, and 
tberthy, in a frit11d/y mflnner, tD tmvinte them if 
their miflales, and n1t lfJ ely/ any uncharitable rt· 
jlellions upon them; and. to this end, I dt}irtt'lJtry 
flnt to rtad the follDwing linu with fi,nctrity tl'ld 
talm11ejs of fpirit, to e~njidtr that God vitws their 
.htt~rts, tlnd difterns thtir fimt th,ughts; fJIId that 

M 4· be 
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h! will pr.nijh tbtm in a Juturt jlatt, u •ho ar1 
cartlifs if truth, 11r 11tl not ·according 111 the ptr­
fo".Jion if thtir own minds, but art bio.flid with 
fojhionahlt •pinions, and aim mort 111 wtalth and 
e,roPtd~t~r, dJan at tr11th and· tht real lmowltdgi if 
ll•t dollrint if Jtfus Cbrift; r;nd u:hm thty have 
thus rtad it, to /.t thtir own tflnftimet bt judgt, 
wttthtr my ar-guments ar~ too 'Ultak, or whtthtr 
thty have nd f IJi.-imt jlrtngth to prDtlt wbar 1 
advanu, and to dtmo".JJratt my a./Jirtions. Fu 
t' o' no:hing con jttm mort c!ear ID mJ undt1:Jiand~ 
i•g than tht truth if tht fo114wing t~ntlufions, yit' 
I wculd lll'l!l no man !JtlitVt thtm withDut txami:.. 
n::ti'o11, or lt con'l/nctd o:f thtir trutb, Dthn-wiji 
thtin l'J rtafm w jffiptrm. Ftrr bt it fr•m 1111, 

~~ "' tD wijh a>:y ont II turn unto mint opinion, 
film any o:htr motnm hut in!J as fcripture aml 
rcllj.a 1114'111 h."m. 

i ht rtlldtr is dtjirtd lt1 lalt ~~etiu, t!Mt this 
trriry was wtittc• originaU, in a 1rivt.tr /m,-r 
t• a mtm~tr if tht thureb if England·, ~nrJ is 
now publijl:trl with fimt a:(fimns, for tiJt pm.~fol 
.j' rwfms ;, llllmll. 

I 
j 

l 
I 
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AN 

E N ~ U I R Y.-

A·. S.: I am perfuad~d your deligo toward • 
me was good, when you began ver· 
bally to attack me for differing from 

you in optntoo concerning the baptizing of 
infants, 1 think myfelf . under an obligation-to 
ha'Ve tfle fame good 'will ~oward you; and as 
ntioe own opinion ·could never appear more un• 
reafonable in your judgment, than yours does 
in ·mine, I thin&· it is my duty to be free with 
you: likewife, and to give you my thoughts 
concerning ·your opinion : whereby you 'may 
perceive, that infant baptifm hath not fo good i 
a foundation as you imagined, before- you· 
Jtnew the arguments that may be brougb\. 
.againft it. 

l)j. what converfation we have already had 
upon this point, I am perfuaded you find that 
1 have many more and much ftronger argu· 
meats -to urge againll the praltice of pzdo· 
baptifm, than ever you expeaed; and I make 
ilo doubt but when you read the following ar• 
gumcnts (if you are calm and rightly undc'"7' 

M S ftw& 
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fland them) yoa wlll perceive yourfdf miftakeu, 
and coilfcfs that the praaice of infant baptifm 
is contrary to the -wery firft principles of things, 
as well u not taught by Cbrift or his apoftles, 
lA 1-fJY plaia pa1fage of fcriptwe. 

Bat u I delight not in many· words, I 
flaaU now .proceed i an• to prevent any mif­
undertlanding. Olalt bep with the followiag 
dcfiailions. 

D E F I N I T .t 0 !t f. 
That being whom we call God, is of hlm· 

:felf pcrfeCl, and GOuld not be made better by 
any alteration. · 

DE F r N r T. If • 
. Cruelty is either the a1Biltiog of an inllo­

~eot perfon, or the_ punilhing of an offender 
with more pain than his crimes deferve, witb­
o-ot defigning either of them a reward for the 
fame. Bur, 

\ 

DE F I N I T. III. 
Mercy is the omittidg to punifft a· guilty 

perfon according to tbc: full defcrt ofhisailact. 
And,· 

· . D.aJIINIT. iv~ 
Juftke is the rendering to a· ,pctfoo-wfutror-· 

>CVtr is his proper due. Bttf; 
Da-

. I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
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D Jt F 1 l-r"1 1. v .. 

lrljafOce ii the witbhotdiog (ome good fro• 
a petfdd, wliich he has a right to eo joy; or the 
caufirlg of him to feel fomc pai~ which was 
not due \info him. · 

But thefc definitions befog (dfficient (I thiok) 
in, the prcfcnt enqairy, and becaofe I wf>tlld 
,xprefs every tbiag ill u fhort aad cl~ar i 
manner as poffiblc1 I will_ now lay clown fomc 
plaio propofitioos. 

P a o· f o s 1 T 1 o N I. 

· · Cod is fupreaic over an beiogs, and ao­
Yerns them acc~rdlog to his own will; agree· 
able to the words of lfaiab, penonatiog God, 
J haw math the 1arth, and jlr11ch1J '"' 
tb1 hell'UI111t and a/t their h1/s haw I tlmmtlii4-

1J.- F1r i am G11d, anJ thw1 is 114111 1/ft• 
Jfa • . lLlv. u, 22. 

P a o •· , n. 
God· is mettifut. anti Uot' cruel to tho(c 

wliom h~ thus go\ietos: 61', as Dt~t~id expref· 
fetb it, · tb' Llf'd is gHJ tl all~- and his ttntllf" 

.f1Ura1s t~rutnr ~J-bi1 wllf'ls. Pfa. c&lv. 9· 

M 6 hoP. 
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p ll. 0 P. III. 

He is alfo a God of truth, and doth not 
deceive his creatures : Deut. xnii. 4· Hatl, 
he foid, a,;i jha/1 hi not t/tJ it ? Or bath he Jpol111, 
a11d jho/1 he , . t 11UI7re it good? For GtJd is nqt t1 

man that he jhould lye. Numb. ~Ui. 19. 

P a o P. IV. 
He is likewife juft and righteous, and no 

iojullice is to be found to him: f'Dr all his wa;s 
tlrl judgment, a God without iniiJuitJ, jujl mrd 
r/glt is he, Deut. xxxii. 4· 

p .R 0 P, V. 
H~ is the .fountain of wifdom and know· 

Jedge, ·and nothing is, or can be hid .from Mm :._ 
0 the dtptb of the ri&ht.t, hath of the wifdom 
and ln'JW!tdgt of God! How unfiarchahle ar1 
'his judg.meuts; and his u·ays po/1 finding 'ut!­
F~r of him~ ore ali thingi; Ia whom be g.'orJ 
for ev.r. Arm!!. Rom. xi. 33, 36. . 

P a o P. vr. 
The things which are contained in thofe 

~oks called by us the fcripture, proceeded 
originally from God, a11d contain fo many un­
doubted truths; as faith the apollle, Gad 
wbs- /poke;, time pojl hy the prophets, hath 
in thtji /ojJ days Jpdm unttJ Ul by his fin. 
·!ieb. i. 1, 2. · · 

The 
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The alrc:rtion? contained in the preceding 
propofitions, being fuch as are believed by al~ 
mofi: every protefiant chrifiian, I think. it ~ 
needlefs to ufe any arguments to prove them ; 
aod therefore I pJOc:~ed. 

p R 0 P. VII. 

·whatfoever appears clearly unto us, by plain 
· reafon, as truth, is certainly fo. The t'ruth 
-of this propofition I a~ per(uaded you will not 
call in quefiion ; bccaufe thereby you would 
alfp quefiion the truth of the holy fcriptures: 
for we have no other way to prove the truth 
of them but by reafon ; and therefore, if rea.: 
fon cannot be depended upon, we cannot de· 
pend upon the fcripture. 

·-

And that we are capable of difcovering truth 
by reafon, is plain from Chrifi•a own words ; 
--- .A11p why rom of yquiftlflts judgi ye ·1HII 

wh11t is right. Luke xii. 57. 

From thefe two Jafi propolitioos it oecetr.-. 
rily follQws, 

Firfi, That the true meaning of any part of 
t~e fcripture, is not, nor can be, contrary to 
aoy propofidon which may be proved by plai~ 
and <:lear reafon. And, 

Secondly, 



lt«adl1t Thtt 1111 idO!t,rftldolN ot · fctip.; 
tat~, whi~h 1\av! beea dt Jita' be made &f tata. 
aac:l whlc~ ate c!Oiltr&ry- td teafon, are falf~. 

P a. o P4 vu~ 

All confcquences necefi'arily Bowing, or which 
are trul)"drawn, from aoy true propofition, arc 
true. And', 

P a o ... nr. 
All fuch confeqnea«s aa do necoR'.Oly fQI­

low upoa the allowiag aoy falfc propofitieo to 
be true, arc fal{c. 

From hence it oecc1farilJ follows, 

Firll, That if' any eoofequeooe trul,- cf~o 
be itfclf true• that propofitioa from wticocc it' 
wa. dr.awa, it alfo tt'ue. And, 

Secondly, That if any confeqacncet accef­
wUy dbwiag from •tty pro~fidoa be falfe, 
that propofitioo .from whence it proeeedcd it: 
alfofalfe. · 

n if needlcfs (f thhtk) tO of«! any ll'gtr• 
JlleDt\ ill proof o( the two taft propofitioo~, 
or of what I have inferred from thtdl ; it' 
~~ c~ co dtc meaneft capadcy, that knows 

what 
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wba1 r..U. ill, that li tllafe a8Crst.n were 
falfc, there coeld bo ao· Web tlliot - reafoaing. 
I tlletefore groc«~. 

p R. 0 P. X. 
Ao all-wife and merciful bciog canoot ac!l-, 

or order an.y matter in an unwife or cruel 
manner ; for thereby fucb a being would itfelf 
become uawife or cruel: and therefore as .it is 
morally impoflible for God, who is of him~elf 
omnifc:i!nt and merciful, to change hia na· 
tare, afld become uowifc ancl crd_d; it there .. 
for4 follo•s,. that it i. morally impoffible for 
·God. to aft or order •Y manu ia aa. aDwlfe 
or cruel mlllD~tr. 

P R. o P. , XI. 

The a~ion• of pai'edtt Ontlot make fbeir in­
fant• any dlore <10t of fcwout. with God than 
before, or procure to them any torment in· the! 
world to come. For it is evident, that infants 
are no ways concerned' iii tbeir pirents aaions; 
they. can neither. aflift or preveD t &hem : aDd. as . 
they are no ways concerned in the openuioa 
of fuch acHons, they cannot in any ref pea be­
come guilty by them; for to fay, that they 
become guihy by them, is the fame as to fay, 
that fomc infants are guilty of very wicked~ 
tions, which they were never able to commit J. 
tbao which nothing can be more abfurd. Bat, 

if 
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if parents commit the vileft and worft of ac.: 
tions, yet as their infants are not therein corr;. 
cerned, they are innocent (for it is felf-evident, 

, that all j,erfons are innocent of all aCtions in 
which they have no ways been concerned ;) 
and to fay that God doth call infants out of his 
favour, or will tormen·t diem in th'e world tel 

come, becaufe of their parents aCtions, is the 
fame as to fay, that God doth call pecfons, 
while they· remain innocent, out of his f;tvour, 
or that he wiH punilb them in the ;orld to: 
come; which would make God aCt, either un• 
juilly, cruelly, or without true wifdom. But 
will God caft infants out of his favour thtougl'i 
their parents aCtions ? God forbid ; Jill, Itt 
.God"' tn11, hut lfJirJ ma11 a/yar. 

But having laid. down thefe (which I judge 
are undeniable) propotitions, I lball proceed t~ 
the following 

EN Q.. U I R Y. 

Whether it is poffibte for infants by bap­
tifm to be made inheritors of the kingdom of 
heaven? 

And firlll Otall fuppofe it poffible, ancf ob­
ferve what confequences wUI arife f~t~m fucll 
.a fuppoiitiOE4 
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C 0 N. S E Q._U· E N C E l. 

If i'nfants are by baptifm mad'e inb'erltofs 
(or have thereby a right given them to an in· 
heritance) ip the kingdom of heaven, then it 
follows, that before baptifm they had no fuch 
right, nei~her were inheritors of that kingdom. 
This is plaie and perfpicuous at .firft view, and 
alfo that 

C o N s :a Q.: 11. 

God has then given men power to make 
iafants inhcriton of the kingdom of heavctt • 
.AoGl that 

c 0 N • I ~· Itr .. 
Thofe many infan~ which die unbaptized, 

die without having a right to inherit in the 
kingdom of heaven ; and that only becaufe 
mco. are ignorant and carcleCs, and do DOt 
baptize them. 

c 0 N s :a Q.: IV. 

It alfo follows, that all men have power to 
prevent all infants dying in infancy, from a 
proper right to heaven. And, 

C 0 N S I Q:. V. 
That tbofe perfons who are fo wicked as to 

&ill unbaptized. infants, do thereby no,t only 
· pre-
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prevent their litit~ In this wot14, l>ut do ai(O' 
· hinder them froar having a rigbt to an lahe· 
ritance in the kingdom of heuen, and as it 

· were• kUI them in the world to come. 

c o , s t ct: Vt. 

And if the preceding fappofitioa . be true', . 
it is true alfo, that though a mao who it 
appointed to baptize infants, be never fo wi~k­
ed, and guilty of the dloft t!nGtmoos crimes, 
yet, if he be able to admiaiftcr blptifdl to 
them, he can givt thtm a true iln4 propet 
title to an inheritance in the kingdom of 
heaven, though he himfelf has right to na 
fuch inheritance, blit pethips eatirely out of 
!he favoar ofGo4. But1 

C 0 N ~ .I Q, VI[. 

Yer the d~th of Chtitl, and whatr~~l!t 
he h~s done for mankind, is not foftlclent tO 
give fo much as one infant a proper title to 
an inheritance in the kingdom of heaven, with­
out foltle help from men. 

C o H s Jt «t: VUI. 

I may alfo add, that ac(ordidj to this fop· 
pofitioo, God hath left infants in a very dabi­
ou·s and uncertain cooditiont to be prevemc4 
from, or have permittance to go ioto1 the king· 

d~ 
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dom of .heaven, according to the &kle.lilmo.r 
of frail and oft unc:arcful mea. 

Thus you fee, what oorcafOIAble all'ertio~tt 
you are obliged to beliew. foJoagas ye11 en­
tertain the do8:tine of infant baptifm, and arc 
pcrfuaded, that infants by it have right given 
them to inherit the lingdom of beavcrr. Y oa 
muft believe and coofcf1, that God bas left 
fuch infams, as are to die before they arrive at 
the knowledge of good and nil, io a very a1b­
biguous ftate. and bas given men gr~t power, 
over them, either .to preveGt thell from iahcr• 
riting in the kiogdosn of heaven, or of aft'· 
ing them a proper title to fuch aa iaherhaace ~ 
that the death of Chrift is an imperfca faed. 
lice, and cannot give fo much as one (uch · ia­
faat a right to an h~aventy inheritantf, wlth· 
out fome help from men : that fucb iofaats 
as b,vc right to inherit in hcavenr obtaioed . 
it, however. partly by the .aioos of mea, 
whatfoewr good the death of Chrift might 
do them: that fame men~ who han no right 

• to inherit heaven themfelves, can yet give fucb 
infanta a true and propet' right thereto' that 
nuny iofao&s, Come through their parents i&­
uoratace7 and foDt dlrough tlwlt atgllgftc:cf, 
caaaot iahc!rit heaveD, though they ate rile 
crcatam •f Goclt and an at iat.ocst, and dS 
valaablc 'of thcllll6ares, u IP1 of ., iofaMs 

are 
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are that will inherit therein : and that men ha·tcr 
not only power to kill unbaptized infants here­
on earth, but thereby to prevent them alfo from 
having hereafter a proper right or . tide .to inhe­
rit in the kin.gdom of heaYCir•. 

How frightful f<>eVer thefci things may ap-· 
pear, when view_ed in a clear light by an un- -
biaJfed mind, it· is plain and evident, that they 
are no more than necdTary confequences, which· 
do clearly flow from the preceding fuppofi• 
ti'on; and therefore if you believe the foppo-. 
fation, you cannot deny tho (l()nfoqaences•: 

· for if you difowll· fo math; ar one coa(cquene~, 
you deny the fuppofition,. and all the other 
c:onfequences: for by the foregoing eighth and 
aioth propofitions, and from what is there 
obferved from them, it appears, that the fop· 
pofition and its confequenccs, are either all 
true or all falfe; and therefore, if you giYe 
up one, you give up all: ~nd that they are not 
all true, I think plainly appears by comparing . 
them with-the propolitions before laid down.-

For, if infants are by baptifin intitled to an 
inheritance in the kingdom of heaven, it will 
follow from our own experience, if we obfervc 
how many infants die unbaptized, as well as 
from what I have obfervcd before, thatinfar~ts . 

are. kft. io. a very ambiguous fiate, an<l tbeir 
. ti~~ 
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tt\tle to heaven · teft, .-as· it were, in a carelefs 
.manner by the deity.- · 

·Now the giving to, or procuring for, ·the 
many th~ufands ·of infants, which die in ~n:o 
ancy, an inheritance ·in the kingdom of hea­
ven, either is, or is not a matter of gr.eat. 
concernment: ·to fay it is not, is the fame as 
to fay, that ·the kingdom of heaven is of fo 
J;ttle value to infants, that it matters but little 
whether they poll'efs it or no ; which I am 
perfuaded you are far from thinking : and if it. 
jt a matter of any great concernment, the 
merciful and all-wife being has not, nor ever 
will entail the kingdom of heaven on fuch dy­
ing infants only as men have pleafed to bap­
tke. Far that is the fame in words, as to 
fay, that God (who is perfe8: in wifdom) has 
left a matter of g-reat concernment, no lefs 

- than the giving or hindering of thoufands of 
tboufands of infants, to, or from an inheri· 
t•nce.Hl the kingdom of heaven, into the hands 
of men who are frail creatures; and mJny 
are ignorant of having this power, fome on­
careful, and the greatell: part· wiCked, and out 
of the favour of God. . And by the matter 
being left thus, many thoufaods of infants will 
never have a proper right to beavtn, not be· 
caufe they are guilty of · any evil, but by rea­
Con men are ignorant and carelefs, and do not 

coo-

\ ! 
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tAll'fe'J to ~m \hat right: which I daillk~ 
upon a ferious confaderation, diftCn but lint. 
from affirming, that though God is perfea in 
vi{doaa, yet fooac&imetho a8s, 01' OMen dUngs 
~o.wifcly. Ad as it b -~ fGr aa aiL 
11ifc .,., to aa or order aGJ chiaiK uawifcly. 
witboua bccouililg tbere;by im.perfca aod Ull• 

,.-ife ; it therefore followsp bf a plaiA aod dear 
dcmoofkatioo, that G®, who is ,mea i8: 
vifdom, has not. nor uer will order thillsa 
ill fudl a.maooer, that iafaats dying ia Waocy. 
will have, or will not have, a right to iDberia 
in the ~in&dom of lu:avc:n, accardiog u theJ 
have, or have not, been bap.Uud by Q.leL 

Bat if you objea, that }Our opinion is DOt 
that iofa.ots are mad.c inheritors of tlae kiflgdosa 
of heavea bJ. baptifm, but that they wil,l: h:we 
only fome privilege or greater degree of h~ppi· 
nefs io. hea;ven, by virtue of their baptifm: and. 
if you alfert this to be your opinion,. I could: 
draw much the fame frightf.ul confequences as· 
the precedjng, and bring it to the fame . abfur.· 
dity as before. 

For if baptized infants have right to more 
happinefs in heaven than unbaptized infants 
have, then God has given into the hands of 
men, power to difpofe of fome part of the hap­
pinefs of he~ven, at leaft ·to infants ; but it 

is 



ts. ~~~r., a@ ~tid.e-11" to ~very. rapcmal foe{49a.· 
.t~at giviQg mep, tuch pqwc;_r i~. lc;avi.o.& ~ ~,. 
1er of great iqlporta~ce in an a.mltiiiJ.QO$-. ~4.t 

• as it w~re, carelefs ll)a,q(\e_£: ;, ~Dd -.ll'- q •11· 
wife f?eing_ wil_l 1,1~vc;r lc;l\vc; a w,a$t«.r q£ AIIJ· 
,g~~~ i,P.lpQ_r-t•~ce i.Q • car:defS! '-"lb1i,II.ORS ~­
t:i~t.:.. (for th~ wquld, be ~in~ .o.r 9rdedg~ &. 
spa_tfa- qowifely ;) it theJiC(()f«; follows, \hat 
God; w;ho i• ao aU-wjfA: being, w.ill ne-Yel; 
i!l~r~fc; t.he happinefs. of infllllts in btca.'«.Q.­
b~~ufe. of b~p.tilip,- ~ de~rctt\fc: t~eir b,.1ppi... 
qe~ thc:rein, for \ll!ant of it, oc llllY w.ays v~ 
tbc;ir ete4'na~ bappiaefa thwugh tbe- ~iQJW. 
of men. I . might· fay more of thia QpiAiQQ,, 
~tnd confute it iQ. otl,ter views, but ju4-&e iC 
~ee~lefs. 

However, I think it proper to infert one ar­
gument more, which fuffidcntly overthrows 
either of the preceeding opinions concerning 
infants being benefited in the kingdom of 
heaven, by baptifm; which argument is as 
follows.' 

In the great day of judgment, when the all­
wife and omnipotent God comes to pafs fen-

• tc-ncc upon infants, who went out of this world · · 
in their infancy, btfore they could difcern be­
tween moral good and evil ; I fay, when he 

. comes to do this, either, be will difiinguilh 
bctwcreo, 

; 

\1 

' \ 
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between, ana put into ditFereat conditions. 
tbofe which have, and thofe which have ~tot 
been baptized, or he will not. If God makes 
DO difference betwixt them, then baptizing of 
infants will in no way whatfoever· increafe 
their bappinefs in heaven, and therefore it is not 
proper to baptife them, ·except the fame was 
plainly commanded by God : and if Cod will 
make a difference at the day of judgment be­
tween baptized infants and others, then it clear­
ly follows, that God will pafs different judg­
ments upon creatures equally innocent, and 
that from ·other motives than their unequally 
fuff'ering in this life, which is abfurd to think, 
and daring to affirm. And what can deprive 
God of wifdom, more than affecting, that 
when he will judge . the world, the neg lea of 
men toward infants, who died in infancy, will . 
be a prevailing motive with him to determine .t 
the eternal condition of fuch infants, and fet 
bounds to his own attribut~ of mercy, and the 
meritorious fufferings of Jefus Chrill? AnJ yet 
this is what they do necetr.uily.affirm, who 
a1Tert, that infants dying with<tut baptifm, will 
on that account, be deprived (in the life to 
come) of even the leafi benefit whatfoevcr. 

I do not in this enquiry pretend to limit the 
power of God, but all that 1 affirm, in lhort, 
is this, that God. is a wife, juft and merciful 

being 
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beiog; and as the doC\:rine which teacheth that 
the eternal happinefs of infants dying in in­
fancy bath any dependance upon their being 
baptized before death, is incon6fient with the 
forefaid attributes of God, that therefore God 
never did, nor i:Ver will teach men fuch a doc· 
uine; and in aflirming of this, I affirm no 
tpor~. than that God neV'er atls, or orders any· 
thing in a manner contrary to his own nature, 
or inconfiflent with what is truly perfection. 
But before I conclude, I think it proper to take 
notice of that which fome learned men have 
thought an argument fufficient of itfelf, ro 
prove the lawfulnefs of infant-baptifm, which 
argument they draw from the innocency of 
infants, ed from the words of Chrifl: which 
he fpake concerning infants, related by St. 
Morltt, in the 14th and 15th ve1fes of his 1oth 
-chapter. They fay, if infants are fit td be ad­
miued into the kingdom of Chrift in heaven, 
they are certainly qualified to be received as 
members of his church on earth. _aut I take' 
this to be a very wrong way of arguing, and. am 
perfuaded you will think fo too, when you have 
confidered the following arguments. For, 

, Firft, fuch infants as are permitted to go 
into the kingdom of Chrift in heaven,· will en­
joy the bleffings which are therein enjoyed, 
which I think no chrifiian will deny (for, if 

VOL. I. N wheQ 
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when infants are in heaven, they _ do not en­
joy the ble.ffings thereof, what good will be­
ing there do them ?) then according to the 
forefaid way of arguing, fuch infants as are· 
capable of eating and drinking, 0'\:lght to pat'· 
take of the Lord's fupper ;' for I might fay, 
if infants are fit to partake of, and enjoy the 
ble.ffings of the kingdom of Chrift in heaven, 
they are certainly qualified to partake of, and 
enjoy whatfoever they are capable of -enjoy~· ­

ing in the church of Chrift on earth, and 
therefore of being partakers at the Lord's 
fupper. 

From hence it appears, that this argumeat 
is of as much force to prove infants quali· 
.fied for the .Lord's fupper, as for baptifm; 
and therefore according to this way of •go­
ing, if infants ought to be admitted to baptifm, 
they ought alfo to be admitted to the Lord's 
fupper. And, 

Secondly, I would have you judge, whether, 
it is not more reafonable to fay, that bccaufe 
infants are already fit to be admitted into the 

kingdom of Chrifi in heaven, that there is, 
therefore, no manner of occafion to baptize 
them; than to fay, tha.t bccaufe infants arc: 
fit to be admitted into the kingdom of Chrift 
a heaven, that therefore they ought to be 

ba.p-
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baptized in fo folt:mn a manner, as the name 
of the Father, Son and Holy Ghoft, when i~ is 
not commanded, neither can it be of any ad­
yantage to them. But, 

Thirdly, to argue for .the baptizing of infants 
from thei~ being fit to enter into the kingdom 
of Chrift in heaven, is not an argument to 
prove. that baptifm ought to be adminitlred to 

:infants, bot only an txcufe for fuch a praaice ; 
for I ·think none will be fo· unreafonable as to 
pretend, that becaufe infants are fit to be ad­
mitted into the kingdom of Chrift in heaven, 
that therefore they ought, but only that they 
may be baptized. And here I might obferve, 
that if thofe who baptize infants, excufe them~ 
felves by raying, that it is lawful to baptize and 
admit them into the church, becaufe they are 
fit to be admitted into the kingdom of ChriO: 
in heaven, may not they who are againft the 
baptizing of infants, fay (and that· with as 
much reafon too) .fince infants are already fit 
to be admitted into the kingdom of ChrHl in 
heaven, baptifm is unprofitable for them, and 
therefore we judge it proper to defer it until 
we know it may be profitable unto them ? But 
further for every one to take upon him· to prove 

· .that infants may be baptized, and at the fame· 
time not to prove that they ought, is to take 
upon him ~n ufelcfs ~alk : for as baptifm is per-

N 3 formed 
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formed as an ordinance of Cbrift, and in the! 
name of the Father, Son and Holy Ghofi, i& 
~an not be a matter of fuch lodii"eF~ncy, &$ that 

' l 
infants rnay or may not be baptized ; bui: I J 
think it is very obvious that they ought not, 
without itcao be proved that Ctuift_ command .. ·. 
ed, or that his apofiles pr<~.tHfed. it. But, 

Fourthly, If you obferve the reafons given 
b'y the church of England. the book of com-
mon prayer, for the admitting infants to bap-

1
. 

tifm, you will eafily perceive, that thofe who . 
plead for the baptizing of infants, becaufe they 
~re "fit to be admitted into the kingdom of 
Chrifi in heaven, do flricUy oppofe the church 
of England, and argue in a minoer inconfifient 
,.,ith her arguing, and in a way which (if it 
really proved that infants ought to be baptized) 
would entirety dellroy the· reafons given by the 
church of England, for her baptizing of them. ~ 
I might add more concerning this argument 
(or rather excufe) but judge what I have al-
ready written fufficient, and therefore I fuall 
now proceed to the · 

C 0 N C L U S I 0 N. 

I now intreat you, as a friend, to weigh 
impartially the preceding arguments, and if you 
do, I am perfuaded, you will confefs. that infaot­
baptifm is not fo reafonablo as you formerly--.· 

5 . fup.: • 
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(oppofed, if you do not entirely change your opi­
nion I and for.the future OJ>pofe fuch a praCI:ice. 
You know I can have no ad van tag& in writing 
A>n this matter to you, but only your good, but 

· . only a delire to convince you of" error : for fo 
long as I have lib.erty to worlhip God accord­
ing to mine owp coofcience, it is much the fame 
to me, whether others agree with, or differ 
from me in opinion or praCI:ice. But as I think 

myfelf greatly obliged to any perfon who endea­
vours to convey truth to my underftanding, fo I 
think it is my duty to be as ferviceable as· time 
and opportunity permit, in conveying truth to 
others. But to be fuort, I have clearly demon· 
.tlrated in the preceding enquiry, that thofe who 
teach, that infants by virtue of their baptifm, 
will enjoy any more happioefs in the kingdom 
of heaven, than unbaptized infants ; Qr that un­
baptized infants, merelybeeaufe they are unbap· 
tized, will be deprived of the lea& degree of 
happinefs in heaven : I fay, I have proved to a 
demonfiration, that this is a do8:rine irreconcil~ 
able with perfea wifdom and goodnefs, and 
therefore contrary to the very attributes of God; 
aod therefore God never did, nor ever will teach 
men fucb a do8:riae. Which h1 mine opinio~ 
entirely overthrows the prac£Hce of infant bap­
tifm : for this proves that it will be of no bene• 
fit io the world to come, and we all know, that 
in this world k is ae adtantage to them ; ao4 

N l there.-
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therefore it follows, that baptizing of infants 
doth them no manner of good wbatfoever: and 
why then fuould men baptize them, efpecially 
fince no mao could ever yet prove that Chrlll 
commanded, or that his apoftles praaifed it ? 

I would here alk thofe what they mean who 
call the baptizing of infants a charitable work, 
and fpeak againll us as uncharitable, bccaofe we 
do not baptize them ; and I would have fuch 
confider, which is of the moll commendable 
opinion, they who believe baptifm necelfary 
to make innocent infants happy; they who 
believe unbaptifed infants excluded from the 
merits of Jefus Chrilt, and thereby, as it 
were, confine the mercy of God toward. in­
fants to the aclions of men : or we who believe, 
that as infants are all equally innocent, they 
are therefore all equally valuable in the fight of 
-God; or we who believe that the merits of the 
death of Jefus Chrift, are not e~tended towards 
infants by the aaions of men, but by the mercy 
of God, whofe mercy is as extenfive toward all 
the offspring of .tfdam as is coofiftent with ju-
1Hce. I have alfo by feveral arguments over­
thrown the reafon, or rather the excufe which 
fome make for the baptizing of infants, drawn 
from their innocency, and from their being pro­
nounced by Chrift inheritors of the kingdom of 
heaven ; aLd have obfcrvcd that according to 

thefe 
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thefe mens own argument, baptifm. is of no 
benefit to infants, and therefore (as it is per­
formed in the name of God and Jefus Chril\) it 
ought not to be practiCed without a command 
from God the father, or his fon Jefus Chrifi. 
Befides, what excufe can they make, who per­
form a thing in the name of God, and as if it 
were commanded by him, when he hath not 
commanded it? Will it not be (aid unto them, 

. who hath rtquirtd this at your hand? Moreover, 
it may deprive many of the benefit defigned by 
God, to man, in the ordinance of baptifm., 

From, ~.it, 

NOT E. 

In the preceding lines, it is always taken for 
sranted, that every thing concerning this world, 
will be fo regulated in the life to come, as not 
to require any further ~~egulation. 

A 
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A 

L E T T E R. 

FrinuJs 1111rl Ntighlmm, 

A FTER two late convuUions of the 
earth, or the air, or of both, and 
after a third alarm from a late foleQln 

addrefs, perhaps fprcading more terror than 
either, give me leave to ofer you fome com· 
forting confiderations. · 

One earihquake is not always followed by 
another, nor a fecond by a third, nor a third 
by one ftill more terrible ; neither do their 
havoc in one country imply the fame i11 
any other country. Where one of them has 
{wallowed a city, or pnfued the fea over the 
continent, how many have been remembred 
only by being felt ? Nobody is frighted at 
the fight much lefs at the found of a fuower ; 
yet inundations caufed by rains have ruined 
countries and communities, left more cxten­
flve defolation. and produced more frequ~nt 
calamities, than earthquakes, at leaft here in 
Britain, and all over Ermpt. 

N 6 Earth-

J 
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Earthquakes too are produced from natu• 
ral caufes ; fire and flooas in the cavities of 
the earth, violent. explofions or rarefaltions 
there, fuch as no weight Q.t bulk can reJifr. 
not a fuell or globe of iron a thoufand miles 
thick; and as the fmalleft fpark will blow 
up a thoufand powder mills, a fmall fetment 
in the earth, even in the center of the earth, 
will !bake it to. the furface. 

We are not to feek fur, or to fuppofe fu­
pernatural cauf,s, where natural ones are ob· 
vious and certain:· the latter will fatisfy every. 
reafooable mind, and fupernatoral caufes arc 
only fought and urged by vilionaries, dealers 
. ~ judgment~, and by llmrpers in tl)eology, 
fuch as pretend to foretell wratb to come, 
and to avert it ; nay, fome of them haves 
threatened to bring it. 

. Tbefe men of prophecy and forefagbt ac­
count for all awful and ftriking· ellents, by 
iotelligence from heaven, and are, or feem, 
confident, that the almighty will do what­
ever they think he ought tQ do, referving to 
themfelves a right to prevail with him to 
change, or fuf pend his meafures; as if they 
could ·repeal his decrees, even fuch terrible 
decrees a.s they had foretold he would ter-

ribly 
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rioly execute, but for their interpofrtion and' 
charms. 

· They therefore hllte, -.t preterr<f. a> 4e­
fpi(ct, the ttKiog. of All'1 Erdlm:ndou apptati. 
~SI ftom. nam~ aolf reafoo. ; a cour.f~. dlai 
would fpeU thcdr warnings aad lmporttaac:~. 

No wonder that dley treat U. moll leaned 
IDd. able io""irer.s into: the powea of ·fllltarey 
111 lin/# lhil'.ftp/Nrs ~ u ama wba wouhl. .., 
terl}f fpoil and dlfgrace · the dreor:y oi judg­
ment'S, and fink tHe fcJleam chiu'la6tcr of iudg;. 
ment-mongcnh 

Thefe laft have this advantage, that the 
judgment~ which they threaten, are not ob­
liged to fall, nor even their moO: flMteriog 
prophecies to be accomplHhed; for if the 
people who are threatened'~ efcape, their ef. 
cape is derived from the warnings and prayers 
of their monitor, and from his credit and in· 
~rceffion above ; and if their hopes from any 
of his kind prediClions fail, the peoplo havo 
not repented enough, or finned too much. 

Many a noted prophet, chimerical and po­
fitive, and almoft all pious impotlors, have 
perfevered in foretelling and mitlakiog all their 
Jives, yet frill paffed for authentic prophets·: 
- fo Cafe it is to foretell what will never 

· · happen~ 
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happen, provided the foreteller be clothed with 
proper folemnity and colours. 

If there were DO pbilofophers, · great ·or, 
little, then might grave augurs monopolize all 
interpretation, and 4erive every earthly, every 
moral event, from revelation (a rare acqni· 
fitioa ! ) nor would they then be obliged, nor 
indeed concerned, to offer faB:s or reafoos, or 
circumllances, to prove the truth of their pre· 
diC\ions, but would juftify their omiffion; by 
charging infidelity upon ·all who blamed them 

, for it, expofing them to the wrath of Men, 
by reprefenting them to be under that of 
God. 

Here is a warrant for power and controul 
without bounds or end. Whoever has the 
art or luck to gain the reputation of ez.plain­
iog judgments, or of applyiag judgments, 
may create judgments, and is thenceforth able 
to fubdue and govern mankind without a 
(word, and to convince them without an ar­
~ment. Whence comes the force of falfe 
miracles, but that they are alferted by men 
whom we believe, and are therefore received 
becaufe they are alferted ? What falfe miracle 
would fiand a mo~ent'a examiDatioD l None 
would. 

~h_& 

I 

I 

l 
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The ftme is true of falfe judgmMtts, as 
. all are but fuch as God himfelf declares to 
be true. And it is agreeable to his divine 
nature to declare them as often as he fends 
them. Bat who dare to examine, or even 
to doubt, after they are frighted or bewitched l 
Who would lofe the merit of faith and 
devout fnbmUiioo, when faith is a dirioe gift, 
fubmifiion a divine duty; and when reafon is 
DO more than the common lot of human 
nature l 

Judgments and miracles arc the daily topics 
of the jcfuits, and other popifh emHTaries, to 
cheat the Indians into popery; fome of their 
great engines _of converfion, are eclipfes and 
comets, with whatever can frighten ignorance, 
and terrify dupes, Whoever can read, muft 
have found what· dreac.lful alarms have been 
raifed in armies and communities by eclipfes, 
and how improved by artful men, amongft 
weak and credul?us men; nay, what dreadful 
doings have followed dreams, miftakcn for vi­
Gons and infpiration ? Even afirologers have 
canfed the death of princes, by pretending to 
foretcl it. For then the prophecy warranted a 
confpiracy, and prompted the confpirators. 
He, therefore, who could hire a mercenary 
afirologer to prediCl the murder or depofitio~ 

8 o£ 
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of an emperor, bad thence a call ~ cgmmit it,. 
aod a chance to fucceod hiiJl, 

llefides7 crcrdulity, and even pecviQloefs,. 
are as qaick in forefeciog j\tcftdlent&. as anger.~ . 
or adlbitioa is· in apply.iog them. Such tempers 
'trial for judgments, aad are always elLtremely 
clru-.figh~d to perceive them. 

. A clown thrAtened .a gantleman with a 
fevere judgment for ordering a poaching dog 
to be fbot, then fet fire to his f\able, and when 
it was burnt, declared that he had· forefeen. it. 
He was tried and condemned for the fact, 
but percei'ftd another juctgmoot ovortaking the 
judge, who pafl: fentence upon him: as the 
judge died of a fever before th~ fentence was 
executed, the incendiary comforted himfeJf, 
• That be had again proved a true pro· 
" pher, and that providence hod vifited his 
'" enemies.'' 

To raifo frightful apprebenlions froan ima­
g1nary dangers is at befr officious :zeal ; to 
drefs up natural and fortuitous e~nts in dread· 
ful colours, is worfe.. It is to be l.amented 
that the meanefi infiruments, and the weakeft 
impofiors can fcatter terrors, and alarm 
nations ; old women and afirologers can do 
it, and do it daily. No man, not the wifefi: 

miW~ 

~ 

1 
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man, can guefs, no modeft man will affirm, 
agaioR: whom, or for whom it is, that -the 
powers of nature are at any time particularly 
difplayed; why black clouds frown, and when~ 
lightning is to dl~t deftruiHon ; wbofe grounds 
a flood is fent to enrich, or whofe lheep to 
drown. Such doCtrine would difcredit the 
deity, and infer notorious partiality in him, if 
one city or couQtry were thus deftroyed, and 
another, not better, efcaped. 

His almighty providence is undoubtedly 
ever armed with equal power to crufil har· 
dened offenders; but not blindly, nor is his 
thunder launced at random. He not only 
fees guilt, but more or lefs guilt, and doubt• 
Jefs fpreads the 'vings of his mercy over in­
nocence, and even the degrees of innocence-. 
To amnce the contrary doarine, feems bhlf:O 
phemous, and is maltii!lio fuprtmi nmirris, 
a reproach upon . divine jnftice. Let n~t 
thofe, who are not hardened agaioft his mer­
cy, be expofed to his avenging jullice. · Di.; 
vine warnings againft particular plates aad 
particular lins cannot be dumb and uninrelli-~ 
gible ; cannot be fent by Go~ to meo, yet 
not be underllood by men, like a law made 
not to be u .. derfiood, therefore impoffible tO. 
be obferved, yet fraught with penalties, and 
worthy not only of a tyrant, but of the wortt, 

tho 
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the moft ~uel tyrant. · Would it not be blaf­
phemy to father fuc:h a diabolical ordinance 
apon the merciful Ged l 

To fay, that in all nations there are lins 
eaougb to merit and invite judgments, would 
imply, that every day calls for judgments upon 
every linoer ; and thus· every pot of ale too -
PlOch, aod every idle word, invites an earth­
quake to (wallow every man who drinks, and 
every idle woman who talks : a judgment, 
which would not only imply no equal provi· 
deace, but no providence at all. 

God may fend his judgments ; and we 
ought to believe them to be feot by him, 
when he declares them fo feot. When be 
does not, it is daring impiety in a human 
creature (uninfpired) fo to dec:lare them. Arc 
fuch blind warnings to be believed, yet can­
not be explained, or explained by proofs that 
rather darken than convince ? Who will un­
dectake to unfold the unfearchable purpofes 
of God, or even all the defigns and cafual 
operations of nature ? 

Vulgar and fuperftitious minds difcover 
judgments in the froalleft accident, efpeci· 
ally if it be bad ; and in the moft unmeaa­
ing appearances, if they be but llriking. A 

waterman'• 
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waterman's wife in an angry tone, {uch as 
generally accompanies the denunciation of 
judgments, " blelfed God for fending a judg­
" ment upon Wl}lminj/tr·Bridge, in fink· 
'' iog the pier ; declared the had forefeen it, 
" and owned that the had prayed for it.'' 
She did not flay to confider, that the remain­
ing piers were full as guilty, and that, had the 
whole bridge funk, the calamity would not 
have been fo foon removed, and therefore 
more pleafing to her praying fpirit. A ma­
fon who heard her, contradi~iog, ana thereby 
enraging her, ·-the curfed him copioufiy, "for 
" having a coofcience as hard as the ftqnll, 
" and the tools he worked them with." 
The man laughed; that laugh incenfed her 
more ; file fwore, and threatened him " with 
'' the vengeance of heaven for· laughing at 
" judgiDenit," and called him atheift. 

J.aru We11ham, tried for witchcraft at Htrt­
ford (I think in Q.!!een An~e's Reign) wu 
acquitted. This alarmed the profecutors, 
chiefly clergymen, and fo iocenfed them, that 
they threatened the country with fome re­
mar~able vengeance, particularly the judge 
and jury, for not believing the lying mar­
t'els and miraculous transformations fwom 
againfl the poor wretch. They publllhed 
invc:ftivcs againft judge P1W1ll par~cularly, 

and 
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end reprefented hia as all atheift, as he was 
too able a mao to be their tool and dotard. 

Witches are accounted by the mob,. and 
the leaders of mobs, the inflruments of di­
vice wrath, and judgments are derived from 
aoneatities. Old women, poor, and peeviih, 
are always Uf!POpular. A law was made to 
murder them, and King Jt~mts the author. 

Self-flattery is extreme : the lowell, the 
meanefl, and fuch who have no one good 
quality to make them liked, often like tbem­
fel.-es, thoogh they pleafc: nobody elfe ; per· 
h.aps the mors for that · very reafon : they 
·conclude their merit is too fbiniog not to be 
envied ; and their fpitc being equal to their 
other defeth, they hate all who do not love, 
or not enough loTe them ;· and being fure that 
God loves them equally, and equally hates 
-.atl woodl they hate, thty are continualJy and 
diabolically awarding divine judgments to all 
around them. Such a devili(h fpirit 111ay have 
marked ont old women for wit,hes to vulgar 
aud fuperfihious eyet. · 

Old women, fcolds, and bigots o£ both 
fexes, have beeQ always forward to fee and 
in&ia judgments. . Their language is, like 
•heir fpirlt, ptevilli aDd pofilivo. Their wifh 

that 

- . 
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that God may reward you, is a prayer to 
God to curfe you. Yet the lowe~ of thefe · 
wretches, fo blind and rancorous, are jufi as 
fit as the learned and dignified, to afcertein 
what no man can akertain. Mother Shipton· 
could foretel public calamitie!, and explain 
why they were fent, as well as both houfes of' 
convocatioa. 

lri general di!lrefs people are generally 
humble, and their fears ·furnifh them with 

. caution to Ay to the fafefi courfes. But wben 
that dill refs is to befall them, or how, no fo!U. 
can inform them, unlds God firfi informs them,. 
as he did Jo 'as and 1braha•n. The contritioll -
and humiliation of the Niluvites Caved Niwvrh, 
and. their efcape enraged the prophet, be~aufe 

,.. it contradiCted his pre4ietion.: his pride 
touched him more than the. efcape o.f J»l\P.Y. · 

thoufands. . . 
The flate of Sodom was fiogular, as. their. 

ppllution was fho~okiug. Yet no Qia.J) for<•· 
faw any judgment approaching tiU God de .. 
clared it in perfon to AJ;raham, who even tbra 
perfuaded God to fpare it, if there were .teo 
righteous perfons found in it. But it was 
CQ.D1igoed to fia;DlCs• hciDg not bl.em:d with 

that 
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that fcanty number i it was coofumed by tire 
from heaven purpofcly feat. 

But there is no arguing from the calamity 
and overthrow of one city, that the like, or 
any will befall another : though ill deferring, 
it may not perhaps be equally ill deferving. 
~II nations are not alike ; all people of 
the fame nation arc not alike ; and, as I 
have before obferved, the creator, preferver, 
and judge of men will not equally pnnilh 
pious and impious men, punilh a whole· city, 
becaufe fome, perhaps many, in it defervc 
to be punHhed. Thank God, the tlnivcrfal 
guilt of Sodom, is not the univerfal guilt 
of London. What in'fcrencc alarming to 
und•n; can be drawn from the fate of Sotl•m, 
or to Eng/ijhmm from that of the ]1ws, ever 
prone to apoftacy and idolatry; a fpirit nof 
feeo here? 

I have the comfort of being perfuaded, 
that there are more than teo times ten righ· 
teous perfons in Lontkn, even among the laity; 
befides feveral hundred clergymen : are not 
clergymen righteous perfons, and is not Lot~dm 
fafel 

I remember, during the late rebellion, when 
a fermoo was preached and publifued by an 

eminent 
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eminent prelate •, foil of warning to this nation, 
from the judgments which once befell Ju· 
dtea; a learned divine t, in another fermon, 
removed our terrors, by lhewing to us, that 
as there was no analogy between our cafe and 
theirs, we might reafonably hope to efcape 
their punilhment.. He likewife lbewed~ bow 
groundlefs, how iniquitous, yet how ufual 
it was to draw fuch contrary unrefembling 
parallels. 

Whatever vicious habits, however various 
1ins may abound, numbers are innocent. 
There are ladies who do not intrigue, nor 
game ; there are men who do not (wear, 
nor riot. God•s mercy is equal to his dif­
cernment. His wrath is not blind, like that 
of foolilh paffionate men. When he intends 
a general vifitation, his goodnefs will give 
warnings that are difiina and intelligible, and 
not puzzle us with cracking in the air, or 
the nodding of houfes. If a volley of thun· 
der maim a church, and fpare the parilh (as 
I hae known it happen) is it to be con:. 
ftrued a ' divine rebuke to the parfon, as a 
worfe man than his parilhioners ? Or if, in the 
late concuffions, any of the churches in Lon· 

• Dr. S!mlotl, then bilhop of S.di.fottry, late 
of London. 

t Mr. w.rharton. _ 
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do~ Qwuld be hurt, and the playhoufes efcape, 
wou.ld it illlply any fantlity in a theatre fu.pedor 
to that of a cathedral ? 

Rome, the center of the catholic religion, 
is perhaps the moil- debauched, the moil pol· 
luted city in Europe, and the religious men 
the moil vicious men in R1me: I would hum· 
bly afk any cafuifi in judgments, who ob· 
ferves, " that a city without religion, can 
" never be a fafe place to dwell in," whether 
the Rpmifo fyGem of impofl:ures be religion l 
I . could alk another quefl:ion, whether · the 
bible be not ·a fufficient fyfiem ? Is Rime a 
fafe city to dwell in, where all iniquity, all 
impurity prevails, and where no bible is per­
mitted ? It is my own firm opinion, that tru~ 
religion cannot prevail, nay am hardly fub­
.fifi, in a city where all religions are not 
tolerated, and none puni£hed. Laws agaiol1: 
wnf<;ience make men criminals, when the 

men obnoxious to thetl\ do not obferve them, 
and often make them hypocrites, when they 
d~. In matters · of mere confcience•men 
lhould. be fubjea to no fear, but to the fear 
of the Lord. 

Moral acrions are proofs of religion; mo· 
rality is religion, and every man truly reli­
gious will be for tolerating every religion ; 

and 
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tad, whateYer any man thiak• r~ligioa 1 il 
religioo to that man, whatever gtialaces an4 
fanaticifm ma_y attend it. un4J11 and .A111~ 

jlmh• abound in religion, becaufe they to• 
lerate all religions. Let us blef• God, tha.c 
l.nuun is a Cafe place to dwell in, . 

\ 

RDmt too is fubjea to earthquakes. Havo 
thefe earthquakes only, or chiefty afHUled the: 
monks and prieRs, ·meJl who are pria<:i pally 
immerfed in the Gmof &t11m, and other in~ 
quities at fbockiog to religion, as t~t is to' 
aature, immcrfed in continual frauds, .fuper~ 
flitioo, and idolatry, preaching. the fame, 
pra8iling tbe fame, crutbiog aod burning all 
gainfayers ; yet fuch bold 'hypocrite~ •. that, 
cngroaing the trade of falfe prophe<:y and 
impot\ore, they are the mot\ early to forefee 
judgments, aod the mofi zealous to apply 
tbem; never to themfclves, but Co their ene­
mies ; cbieBy' to protefiaota, men of reafon 
and inquiry, who are for refcuing trurh 
from impot\ore, the word of God from the . 
frauds 'of monkt, def~ndiog confcicnce, from 
conflraint, and the children of the gofpel fr•;m 
the fires of the inquifition. 

The everlalliog ties and judgments up111 
Luthtr _and ·Calvbt. and upon all the !i~~h ts 
of the reformation, were' run~ lo~d·!y .m<l 
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inccffantly in the cars of Chrijl,ntfom, and 
are nm rung, and believed by all blind ca­
tholics ; and fuch as are not blind catholics 
are not good catholics. I lbould not wonder 
to hear that the fame inventors of calumnies 
and judgments bad fent one againft Cambridge, 
for Dr. MiddidfJn•s unanfwcr.able writings 
againft popery. 

I have often thought that tlie commotl 
preachers and di{covcrers of judgments were 

. of all men the moft -obtious · marks for judg­
ments. Who could be more fo than thofe 
Englijh doflors, who had long perfccutccl 
proteilant diffcnters, and Battered lawlefs 
power; enemies · to confcience and law, con­
fcquently to fociety and their country be­
fore the revolution, and to legal government 
after the · revolution? Did not the famcu~ 
0Jtford decree, in the reign of King Charles II. 
feem to be a call for divine vengeance, ,a. 
it was a doom pronounced by that univer.fity 
againll: the cooll:itution, furrcnderiog, or rathett 
Jmttncing Jaw to will? That no judgment 
befell a college there iince, for the .fin of 
S:thm, was lefs to be admired, . as the fame 
was perfonal and Jimite<f. The earthquake 
was not felt there. 

N 
c:c The - men, who fee but little into na.; 

cc tural caafes, · · ye~. otfer to account for the 
·· "opera-
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.u operatloo ot Qature~ are furely link phi· 
·.'4 ufiphtrs ('' But •ble pbilofophers, iQdeed 
any feoftble man, may . find obvious natural 
caufes for futh ·Operations, for tllunder and 
lightening, and inundations; nay for earth:. 
quakes. Sir 1foae NtWten particulaaly has 
done it, and hat even taught us how to 
make an ·earthquake. He was Do /i-1!1 phi­
kJDf'htr, nor fmall divine; he did not pre· 
ceod to derive ctazy warnings from fortui· 
.tous.1igoals, bat profdfed · to promote con­
vi8ion, as he had received it, by reafol'l 
and figures, and the exprefs word of God. 
:Fortune-tellers and jugglers take another me:­
·tha:d, and inflead of fpeakiQg to th~'reafon of 
people, lpeak to their c~edulity and. fears. 

~ The n~rtben1light~, though always known 
in Europt, had been fo little obferved in 
·.england,· that about thirty years ago, ap­
pearing very 1iogular, as they were very re· 
p1arka~le, .. ill4eed. amuing, the colours fo 
various aod glowing, ~he agitations fo via. 
lent, and the rays fo pointed and rapid, 
that, without the aid. 9r declaiming cant of 
dealers in prophetic wonders, the people were 
greatly alarmed, and fome of them polfelfed 
with horror: fome feared public calamities; 
'others rejoic.ed, as they faw futb judgment? 

0 2 declared 
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4eclaNd aplaft the pcrfoa~t or party obnosioas 
to thaD I fot (o IDI'J aod credulous TUlgar 
IDiacls qat: .they were fan: of approachiog 
cbaoaelt DatioJJal vcoaaace aacl a geaeral 
molatioa, from fiery dragoat, nay armies 
embattled and eocoaoteriog io the fky. Some 
hoped, fome dreaded the reftoratioo of po­
fCIYI aad to maoy, efpec:ially io tbe oorth, 
heavcp was fc:eo maoifcftiog . its wrath foe 
1ihe esecutioo 9f rebels. I do oot remc:mbcc 
that aoy boding fermoas, or doleful addreAC:s 
followed thofc lights • . 

· Loofc booka, lewd womea, and brothels 
i.bouad io CJJrijiiiiiiPm JPadl more than ia 
tz'MTU,. h Chrijlt""'m lei under the pr~· 
teaiOil of provideDGe daaa Turl11 1 The cbri­
ffiao clergy ill4alge io wioe iofioitely more 
than tbofe ef Y'.ur~; are the Mahomeraa 
mollahs tefs .obnoxious to .divine judgments 
than our Chriftiao dotlon ~ 

Do loofe boolw fwarm l It is a bad, a 
eolflmoo, I doobt inevira"'e efrea, ariling 
from a good caufe, J'Ubllc Uberty, aod the 
liberty of the prefs. Take away public li­
berty, and you check the pubic progre& 
of books : but with the fupprelrioo of the 
bad, the good will be fuppreffed. Who can 
{ettle the bounds ~ad di'ftiaaluo bet weea 

them? 
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than ? Tbe worft are fomerimes liked and 
eacouraged ; fometimel the beR: are offeofiYC 
and decried. Wbcr can fix the ftandard ~­
NoDe bat the Pope, or the great !r~trl;. 
the only officers fit to abolith the conftita~ 
tioa and Joofe books7 the licentioufoefs of 
lh«: prefs wilh that of.. the pulpit; thoug~ 

taere be fame objeflioo• to be made to the' 
great r',..f, by tbc advocates for rigid uni;.;. 
formity, fiace the Graad Scignor allows liberty 
of confcienco. · 

Fra11(t aboand• with free-thinkers, na 
kingd,om i~ EwDpt more, nor .fo much: 

· H•iland, above all countries, abounds with 
printing- prell"es, 1Vith frec-thiakiag and ob~· 
no.xio.ue books, which are from thence di6-
perfed all over the world. · Frtl11(t aad Jl,//t111t.l 
·are not alarmed witla earthquakes, -.t lealt­
aaore tlilla we are. Yet Ainjln-dam far·r 
aceedl (qr perhaps it will found more arch­
and fat1rical to fay " ~ttlll) all the worldlf; 
" btats even L~nd1n, in the traffick of in­
" fidelity." 

This word infid~lity, :which is little un• 
derfiood, is for the molt applied angrily, in­
deed at random, to afperfe and reproach all"­
Plen who differ from bigots: it is become a-. 
fcoldins term- in craft and bigotry, as other 
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;rofs ·words are in markets and mobs. Na· 
maa, who is Dot .an infidel in the fight of. 
Cod, oucht to be ·treated as one a1110ogft: 
~brUliaos, nor is fo treated amongft candid, 
well-bred pagans; yet the beft meo ate ofrea 
m.uked and blackened u fuch by craftfmeo, 
and pious railers, who h.niog firft given them 
"" odious nam~, boldly deliver them to fome 
doleful doom. here, and then to. devils and- , 
dJmn bereaftec. There have been few great 
nien, of difiinguithed talents and ability, 
bot have f.1U~n under the rage of bigots, 
and tbe obloquy of craftfmeo; witnefs Ra.'eigh, 
L, ·h, Bt~,te, YiJMji11, indeed all who laughed 
at holy donees, and left the Mateo track of 
.fheir important whims ioct grimaces. The 
dlarge of infidelity, were it oot fo common, 
woald appear too ridiculous to be belieYed ; 
and the daUy ioftaoces of it are too con-· 
&emptible to be repeated. · The Yalgar no­
~oos of it are agreeable to the prieftly n~ 
\ions; fo ·are the vulgar apprebeofioos of 
judg~~~tnts. 

All the public calamities befalliag the 
Roma" empire for fome ages, hurricanes 
and earthquakes, invation, flaughtcr, pefii- _ 
Jcoce, and war, were derived by the pa­
gan prieRs and divines from the anger of 
their Gods agaioft the chrifiiaos, who dif-

believe4. 

1 
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believed the Gods, and co~teO)ncd the Ja­
crifices; a popular charge amoogfi the pa4fins~ 
and blindly (wallowed by the pagan mob. 
Or'.fius . wroce a large volume to confute· that 
prevailing calumny, thoroughly refuted -that 
popular .Gander, and demonfirated, by ' ·co­
pions dedu8ion of fat!~ that public c.alamilies 
C)f all forts -~ad ufually and ~9~~u,. a!f!i~ed the 
Ro11111n 1late. The cbriflians af,erward re:­
toroed the charge upon the pagans, and per· 
~eiviog infinite guilt :tnd horror in the fi1per .. 
ftitioo of the pagan worlhip, pricfis, and 
idolatry, _beldly derived eycry pobli~ .' mif· 
fortune from that fource, and pronoooced 
every public misfortune an evid~nt df«l of 
~ivine judgmtnt ; and every pharoomenou. 
however natur~, pafTed for a warning of tee~ 
rible events to follow. 

This wild fpirit was found in chriiliao• 
agaiotl chriAians ; and every fefl: of them 
faw judgments threatening and overtaking a 
.different fefl: ; and i~ produced higher bar-

. barities than ever was P.roduceJ by the Cuper· 
Jlidon of pagans. The pagan priefis chiefly 
atoned their angry deities with the blood of 
bullocks : chrH\ians facrificed _chrifiians in 
pious fury, invoked wrath divine, and ap­
-plied it to fatiate their own wrath ; thus the · 
frenzy of chrifiian zeal proved more fierce 
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Md peftilent, thaD the -ftupid fuperftttion of 
laeatheas. 

Tbe mideaders of cbriflians and of pa• 
gans (for the thoaghtlefs many will alwayt· 
be mided by the crafty few) had one eternal 
advantage aad temptation : they were al• 
ways fore, by aoy fin~nge talt or any awful 
found, to make the people lt~ aad trem'­
ble, and thence fobjea to any lmpreffions. 
efpecially thdfe of blind reverence, obedi­
ence, and nbe~Jity tb Jhe clergy j DO WOO• 

der the clergy fattened and multiplied, and 
took a thoufand lhapes, hatched a thoufand 
creeds, and had ten thoofand difputes. Monks; 
at 1irft, lingle and folitary, · infpired by c:ra• 
2inefs, eocreafed by craft, fed by creddlit1 
and lying. wonders, appeared ln 'holts, to• 
vered countries, darkened and fubdued them, 
at laft engtoKtd thttn ; always talRng devils 
and terrors, alwa~ txorctfing tberh, yet nw~ 
{utferiog them to be laid : 1inte a. final ct~n• 
queft of 811ta" would havt finUhed the Iuera .. 
tiTe and important trade. An end of the 
enemy would hue put an end to the army: he 

_was therefore growing every day ftronger, tho' 
they were every day routing hidl, 'yet ~ver1 
day magnifying his power, and the dreadful 
increafe of his empire. 
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Equally politic wu their· condaa\: about.: 
J~dgments. It wu they· who foretold them, .. 
theoce they were F.Ophets~! · aa exalte. cha. 
nCler : it· was they only . who could -deprecate -
and nert them: tbjs was . a. miracle, . a~d ' 
it was they wbo worked it.. What" could be .. 
paore god•likeJ: Was . it_r anr .marvd ·that ·men. 
fo divine,, oootrouled · all. me&.? · and that~ 
holding. maDkind ·by tho·. fh'QngeO: . ties, their.·· 
hope&.· ao4 fears.~ -th.ey~ goveroed t mankind ... 
aDd gaioed• tke ·wealth· of the world; anotber­
powcrfol meaas- of, fwayiog it·l· To . fecurc : 
their importa~. w rerricvc their fiaking ~; 
uedic, . they oced: O!Mt nife fdmc public. pan•. 

· aic, or improve it when it was already rai(ed J _ 
a · blaz4ng fiar, a huarriaaoe, weather· too hot;· 
w · too D~QU\; markets -YcryJow. or very .high, . 

· were fertile fn~jeat · for ·declamation and de- . 
Duociatien; & maatifeft ·~ Warniag ·to rev~ncc ~ 
6e friars, aod a .diritae rebuke for- not doioa.:. 
it· enough. Heaven was. in, wrath. whenever, 
they w.cr~ and there· was ·DO "!ay of pacify.ipg ~ 
Jacawo, but by. p;lCifyiog . them r · then 1-h~Y>· 
op10ed thtic iafliriag. -o&c, . aacl. war.riatcd!J 
public fafetJ ud eum~oa-. 

I ha•e heard of oul:, ot; tbtfe· decliimilft.; 
liertlcb, who ha•lagloft:fome apples, fcolde4! 
h1l parlfh for fix SWIIJI faccdiYcly, _and iG ~ 
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every fermon threatened theo;t with (Qme an·· 
gry judgment from the Lord, · unle(s they_ 
nertcd it by difcovering the prophane rob· 
ber of his orcbard. A~d if the g~ man 
had not been preferred to a richer living, it 
was thought the fame zeal might have ani-· 
-.Dated many more fermons. His eloquence 
:tnd terrors had alrea-dy fo prevailed, that 
many of the good wives were earnetl with 
their hulbands to leave that wi~'ked parifh, 
jotl ready to be [wallowed up-. 'He had be· 
fore given a fpecimen of his ·prophetic or de· 
oouncing fpirit ·agaiotl ·a . young gentlewoman 
icl a neighbouring village, once very ·come· 
Jy in her perfon, but afterward terribly 
marki!d with the fmall pox. The good man 
declared it to be a judgment upon hei for 
her pride. The doctor had courted her iD· 
her bloom, and was refufed. A reterend doc­
tor in Nottinghamfoirt, when the dinemper 
a.mongtl the cattle raged moll there, . and all 
over the county, yet faw the cows in his' 
parilh fwept away 'by a particular judgmeati 
for that the fanners would not pay him more{ 
tidies than were due to him·, and ha~.caft bim.: 
at the affizes. He obfened it particularly be­
falling a farmer who had loft fix cows more 
than any o'f tbc·reft; for that he-bad been the 
ring· leader. ·in the · oppofitioo, He forgot t~ 

· .-emembear 
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r.emember that the· fiarmer had more cows thaa 
. any other parUbiouct~ 

The &uclJ cov~antcrs, ao hundred years 
ag~ we~ for ever pcrcelviog, judgments faU. 
itag upon .~bo mtrlignlllfts, that is, all who 
clitt'ered ftQJD their peevifu diJiaity, ~ oar· 
~ow polit~. . Thl c.w"a"~ was tbe ay, 
and wherever the coveunt did . aoc prevail. 
the faints ~w noUtiog but irreligion aad ani· 
ftrfal propha•ocfs. '11u "-ttr •f th1 tbllf'th 
was a . cry . like it, and foll~wed by all vi­
raJence, fiaoder, and a call for divine jude· 
.meot~. Both tbofe cries · are aow · defsf£ed, 
but nn1 ooa will t'ftsry DOW uad then ba 
ariuog. 
. Do loofe books {warm ? So do, or may, 
books againll: them. Let books anfwer bookt. 
ls there aoy other way of ufweriog l The 
prcfs is open ; fo is the Jaw which punifhcs 
anlawful books. Pains and pcoaltics only 
would be 1'tmcdics worfc tbaa the. difeafe~ 
and defiToy all books .at latl. The: clergy . 
have all eocouragemeor, all adv.aritagcs ; . great 

· •d exclufiye advacuages, laws, revenues, :mel 
· lcarriiog; they engrofs the pulpit, JaOd fur~ 
.tth an army of anfwerers. It would difgrace 
·tf1eds to get aJJ bGob refirained, and DOD~ 
co be' read but their own, Befides, ~the.-

• • • J o 6 · · bw 
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.Jaw W8llld ftill bo. wtati• agalaft all Jllata 
of refort, cofFee-boufll, 1M E.~cll.p, the Pati, 
and at taft, aootbcr apia& fpeecb ~nd conver· 
{adoo. Eotbafiafts armed tad let loofe, and the 
moll Taglag pafec:atioD, tm1 the fires of the 
iaqaiition. which is only a higher clegrtc of per­
{ccatioo; Gould not efFea fucb a thorongb refor­
ID&1ioo. Bat popUh prietls, and tbofe who are 
like t~m, fiod aothiog too high or impraatca­
ble, to gratify their fpirit,· · wheoe..-er . their fro­
'Wardoefs is piqlled s not po\Yel' •lthout bouodt, 
••r·&ams aad puoiOimtnt without mercy. 

D.oes it aot rtfica fome fcaodd upon the 
deriJ to complain of iofidellty, with fucb 
infinite fuccours and champions for orthodoxy l 

· If writings be falfe, truth will confound them; 
~r ablUrd, reafon will exp(>fe them. I 
ilate all Immoral writings, as I do r.!l faltc 
1an~ i&moral fermons. Surely, there hav• 
"been many fuch; and I have heard of times, 
· 1rbcn the immorality of the pulpit_ has . been 
'£laring : · it ·has done more harm ; it muft 
have done more, than any infidel produaioas 
·amoogft the · miftaugbt vulgar can do. Wuc 
'Sa&httJirtl's mad mob, or the mad man at 
.the head of the mob, ner fuf~tlcd of in­
fidelity l No ; they were poifoned by mad fer-. 
loons againll peace and ditl'enters• aod Jived 
·~a dle 'CObtliuit ,praftke -of druukcuncfs. It 

~· 
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Was not infidelity that filled tht! high-~hurc:b 
rabble with gin, and the ftreets with fwelr• 
iog. Drinking asd fwe:tring are eot' the ma 
of dilfenteta ; fomt of them htve ' betft en(.. 
coYeted abd abaf~d for being difrenters, became 
they rcfufed to drink aad fwcar. Js not this a 
remark worthy the alttotioll of the bUhops aa• 
dergy? 

Perhaps tbe greateft good that Lautl and 
his brethren e•er did to religion, wils, that 
by their headloog rage agaiotl :con{cience, 
they multiplitci puritans, and by preaching 
againtl Jaw, roofed patriots to defend Jaw; 
and thus faved the llate, whilft they labour­
ed to dellroy it. If thefe · prelates had been 
infidels, and preached infidelity, they could 
have made no converts· (for the people bad 
an oppofite turn} and confeqoently could 
b-ave done little hurt ; but, as furious zealot• 
ancl time-ferters, they brought upon the na .. · 
tion the heavieR national curfes, oppreJBon, 
mifery, and exile, ~od blade war upo~t civn 
and religious liberty. 

Few men oppofe tb~ tmtbs of reltgloot 
cr opinions ~ally pious ; but all men, who 
tfteem truth and · fenfe, -will ftrh:e to hindec 
tht fillfe mafks .and d(fguifts of religibo, fto~ 
lc!fs fyfttlbl ef rituals, awJ increeible ID)'fle• 

riel, 
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r~et, from being impofed for religion. An4 
for fucb •irtuous and laudable endeavours, 

• tbc bcft mea are branded wilh infidelity by 
hypocrites 1 the ctffnal principles of truth 
and liberty, arc called atheifm, and the maio­
a.ioiog fuch principles, blafpbemy. laAances 
of tbis would be endlefs. The thing is no· 
torioas, and ncr has been ; as il is, that for 
the bigheft publick bleffing, mifreprtfented 
and blackened by bigots and cc-.Urfmen, the 
public hath been thccateoed w.ith divine ven· 
geance, efpecially for the revolution, and the 
all" of coknuion, religion aod confcicoce fetllr­
~d, and the llate rellored. 

There can be DO certainty that there is 
aay religion ia a country, where no~e but 
one is fu.lfered : for all men, and the worlt 
men,. niay co~ ply wid~ lt; but whe~ all 
reltgion5 are tolerated, one of them is likely 
Jp ·be the true oM, at leaft t~e true one 
bas accefs there. Confcienc:e and .fiocerity 
~r~ tbc true. ~riteriops a(ld trial of religion. 
Whoever aoooys the priefls any wbete, is 
fore .to be an infidel. Enthufiafm and im­
pc?tlore ar.e more .pcrn!cious to religio11 than 
infu1elu y • ·at Jeaft the infidelity co~qmooly im,, 
pukd •. He who allows others to think and 

praJ. as they lift, will hurt ~o man for bis 
~ing a"4 praying. however dift"ercot froiQ .. 

· the· 
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tlle mo<le: he who would hurt any man· for fo 
di(f'lring. is a bad ~beT of fociety, and 
would difirefs it if he· could. 

AlHhac differ from a bigot, even in whitns, 
tnd grimaces, are obno:~ious to his frowos 

and ·detnltion; nay, often conligned to CJ"o­
pD.N. He fets up a ftandard of belief and 
forms, and whoever do sot blindly fubmit to it, 
are marked with b.ld names; that of injidt.·l 
and dei.Jis is a current c:.alumny. 

We life io · an 11c of light, and coDfe • 
.qoently of inquiry ; an age of liberty~ con.­
feqoently of knowledge. No marvel the 
age is vilified by narrow and defigolog men, 
railed at for incredulity, and mcnattd with 
jiKigmentt. 

The Fr1•ch clergy, and the deluded bi,. 
gots th,ir &i,nds and followers, faw diYin~ 
vengeance jufi impending over Frnnct, fpr 
the damning fin of the ·reformation, and 
growlh. of ~he HugonDis, and afcribed to 
thofc caJJ[es .every pllblic ~alamity, eYeD the 
calamities of their own bringing. Every 
event f.Uutary to the . kingdom, paired witl~ 
ahefe madmen for a curfe, and every curfc 
of the pope, inferred the cuJ~ of God ; and 

. UJ~Y. paid. tbeii court to the almighty byfa­
<:rifitimg 
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triSdng mea. For all bigots woqld . \le pede; 
cutor•, and all perfecot()rs arc dutmpiooi fot 
humin facrificc_. 

The H.,Gts too; thought the crying oa-.-
1ioaal fills called for a divine vifitatioll ; but it 
was oaly for the fioa of the Frtneh clergy, their 
worldly purfuitt, the turpitude of their lives,. 
aacl their implacable fpirit. 

The cities of Lo111lm aod 1P e.Jfmi".JJr; 
doubtlefs abound in vice, lewdnefs, Iicenti­
oufoefs ·and luxury ; fo do other, indeed all,. 

·· great cities. Wherever there is wealth, ·jt. 

will always be abufed, and men will riot 
\\then they can, -even when they arc Uttlc 
able. Continual IU eJtamples, and their owa, 
wanton incfinatioos, will be continually prompt• 
ing them ; and in a free country no rcftraints 
\Vill be foancl · futi~nt : Dar ·caa 'he nioi 
1rbitrary govtr~ment c•tiltguith oornpt •· 
tute, withbot extiftguifhiog fotlety. 

• Here lo Entlanl Y.,e want 1lot. reflraio­
log laws, lines, 11nd llocks, for drtmkards 
and fwearers J pillori~s, jails, and gibbets, fot 
theft and fraud ; as alfo for unnaturlll pol­
ludon J an enormity 1hoekiog to nature, ex.• 
petlfa\'t ltbd ruinous, and gttietall'y abborred. 

IM 
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retribution, even io this world : dUlrefs and 
poverty follow idleoefs and atruagaDCe, u 
io6rmitles and pain do debauchery. Difsrace 
attends koavery ; every enormity bas its 
checks, aod, what ought to ~ the fuqe& 
of all, we have the des and ter.r«»rs of reli­
gion ; we have a oumUQ~s clergy., .nobly ~n-- .. 
dowed &o procb rellgioo, which 8e•rllhes ~ 
aad perhaps is ODly fafc.. wbert every OAC tl14 

joT& his OWD. 

'The teachers too of religion are ro mtn1; 
fo endowed, and fo proteaed, that perhapt 
it becomes them the leail of all men, to be 
fdteighiog againl\ the morals or the age, 
•• it may probably imply rome failure in 
themfelves. Where they are fober, diligent, 
humble, and difinterefied, wedded to fouls, 
ttJd not to the \VOtld, liberal, tharitable, 
patitnt, m4 meek, they moft (oon fee glo­
rious fruits of fo many virtues, and fo much 
labour. A mlnitler who hardly ever fees 
his Bock, is not likely to mend them by 
railing at them once a week. The induence 
of his condutl \till be 1lroatger thaD that of 
biil preacbing. 

Tht 
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The country fellow bad greuly the a·d· 
~ntage of his parfon, who having juft preach· 
eel a 1«•jitt fermon, and feeing the fellow 
lu the church porch, charged him harthly 
\\'ith Come breach of promife, " Sir, fayt 
" the clown, I have kept my \Vord, as weY. 
" as you have kept your oath : did not you 
" {wear to King o,.,, 1" A dreadful re· 
ptoach 1 the -more fo, u the p_arfon was con­
ftaat and loud agaioft the growth of irre· 
ligion and impiety, yet had committed the 
greateft that a man can commit I I hope 
fuch crying examples are very rare. The 
time has been , when there were many fuch, 
Jjncc the· revolution. What' could be more 
provoking beavea to YUit the land with jadg· 
IDeats, if heavea poured down its jud~oll 
promifcuoaOy l . 
' Wero foch mea fit te. combat popery, to 
recover firayed ·protefiaots, or to inveigh a­
gainfi lUIY vice, or fin, when tbey had cotn· 
mitted the higheft, the fia of perjury, and 
hved in the coorfe of Lhat Go ? 

Can.Jook books be .. fa crying a crime? 
We have had many fuch ; ma~y· from . the 
hands of clergymen. This was boldly af­
ffrted by a reverend doc!lor in convocation, 

CVCil 
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ereo in the good reign of Q.!!een .A,,. His 
words were firong and remarkable : " With 
c. what c-onfcience can we complain of the 
" licentioufnefs of the Jay-writers, whet\ if all 
" the books againll religion and the fcrip· · 
" tares, again.ft the laws of the land, and 
" the conRitatioa of the . church, were pack• 
'' ed together, I would undertake to pick 
" out the worft, by pointing at thofe writ• 
" ten by clergymen, eten of the moft pro­
~' fligate ·drollery, as well as moft ferious 
u •herefy l" 

· How glad mull we all ·be to find from 
a great authority, that though guilt and pro.! 
ftlgacy, and bad books prevail amoogft Dlt 

· they are all confined to tbe laltf, and the cler• 
gy are dear of all, utterly blamelcfs, aad am. 
claous in thclr duty l 

The books chlefty complained of were 
mollly imported from abroad, or clandeftiueo 
Jy printed at home. So were . the pi6ures J 
efpecially froa ltoly, where lewdnefs aad , 
prieftcraft have fo long reigned : the clergy 
there are. not fo pure and pious as ours are. 
Here thefc deteftable performances \Vere fold 
·by fiealth, and fome of · tbe venders taken 
op and puni(hed. · Such books and piaures 
oever fell in my way, though it. feems thq 

might, 
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Mljht, with '-e pUDS, llatc been foaacf. 
I (aanot dliGk aoy virtuoat maa would take 
fadl paiat. I kaqw Come magifuoata wbo 
were iodiaed to fcilc ud profec•te them, 
but coulcl· DOt ClOme at them. It is plaia 
iNDe tery retertnd perfoot have fully peru• 
feel th .. ,. doabtlcft to Ieana how dctcftablt 

""' "'""· 
Broahda are aot coefined to tbit country$ 

They are feuu la aU ftata. aad even t~ 
lerated in fome of the beft, to prevent nilt 
flill greater. Haunts of idlenefs, aad placet 
of plecfarc arc found ia all sreat cilia, and 
eacouraged ia all rich cilia, yet do not al• 
ways invite eartbquaket. The two late thockt 
were aot mere felt at &.,lath tad IYhitls, thaa 
ill the Abi!f!. E&travagant gamias defena 
to be eJCpofed, but will not, I hope. briaJ 
an earthquake upon fuch who do not game 
acnvapntly. The feiDd may bt faid of 
other diverfioos. Eten the m•ltiplicity of 
Churches aoa relisi<Ju• houfes, have been fre-
4!UCDt fabjelb of complaint and declamatio~ 
Jo truth, fcditioos fcrmoos to inflame, aa4 
falfc doltrioct to mificad the people, and 
bad examples from holy cbantaers, where­
ever they bappca, are matter of jaft Corrow 
aocl indignation. A declaiming angry pea. 
aa DeWa" want a theme, CYea ia faYOUr of , ... 
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the popHh lent in a proteilant country! Nor 
· can the bi!hops and ·clergy always eCcape the 

upbraidings of & warm haranguer •. How many 
eloquent iovcBives were made after the re­
•olution by_ the non juring doCtors againll aU 
the churchmen who took the oaths and kept 
them? (for all the Jacobites were not non· 
jurors). The fame raging declaimers were 
daily threatening judgments upon the nation, 
for the national fub~iffion to the govern- -
ment ; and the earthquake after· the revo­
latlon was reckoned a judgment for it. To 
the conforming clergy, who fiilJ remained 
difa1Feaed, the &me angry oratw:s gave great ' 
·fiaarter. 

The iocreafe of popery is a great and 
growing evil, to the misfortune of protelbnts, 
end to the diCgrace of papitb, who buy con· 
verts at fo much 1 head. But this ml doth ' 
not lie at the door of the laity only. Much 
of the remedy depends upon the clergy, their 
diligence and doctrine. They mull drop :dl 
the fclfifh tenets, all the wild claims of po­
pery, wbateYer is derived from popery, or 
refemblet popery. The contrary condaa hath 
had a natural effea, kept popery in eounte­
·nance, and poifoned protellants. Whoever 
WO\lld curb coofclence, 111d denies toleratiol\ · 
- confclelltioas opioiom, is a paplft; who-

ncr 



s 12 fJ'ht Pillan ~ParnTCI.Ar'l' 
arc not _ all guilty,.· at Jcafl: equally guilty J 

but u cr~ arc contaaioas,_1 and as de;­
ba.ucbery aod riGt may have hUrtful ~ 
'qu(nces, even upon fucb as abhor theai, 
and upon the whole coaununity, it is eo­
cumbent upon every man to curb and die­
courage them. 

It is therefore your duty and intereft to 

eake the oflke of the magiftme ufel~, or 
lefs wanted ; your •igtlance for tbe public 
Is Yigitence for yourfelves : and tben great 
odicen m•y be ufelefs without being per­
nicious; and fo may great churchmen be 
decent and indufirious; there are many fuch 
amongft you : would ro God you were all 
fo! The good are fecurity to the bad, and 
Will find their account in correaing and re­
claiming them. 

Sweaxiog and imprecatiooa are Ct~ki.gg , 
habits, a difgrace to fociety, . and make men 
worfe than favages : they arc proofs of im­
piety and grofs morals (fo is druokenaefs :) 
furely they require a fpeedy cgre, aad cury 
man·is called and interefted to worlt a cure. 
Let every one EQend as .~J~any as he cao 1 
and in orde.r to it_ mend himfelf 1irLt. W itb­
out C.ch a difP.Qfu.iDo, ani! fuch zeal. {Q:-

moas, 

3 
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mons, ·inveC\i.ves, and even laws, will be in­
effi:C\ual. 

./ 

You of courfc frequent fuch pre~chers as 
you_find moil edifying. Shew that you are 

edified by them in the fobriety and iotC'gri­
ty of your lives. A good life is the fure 
proof of a good man; without ir, pious pro­
feffions, repeated devotions, and all the parade 
of ordi.o1mces, furnHh no folid proofs ; for the 
worll: men, and great hypocrites, may aCl: 
the fame part, and wearing· a religious malk, 
may pafs for religious men. 

It is f.ar from being an affront to reli­
gion to try it by morality, which is tbe law 
of nature ; and the Jaw of nature is a per­
fee\ Jaw, as many able writers and divines 
have amply fucwn, parti-cularly your prcfent 
bi!hop in a fermoo preached many years ago, 
before the fociety for propagating the gofpel 
in foreign pans : he there avers, and thinks 
he has proved, that chr#Jiia11iiJ is as 1/J 
•I tbe creatim, and, when it appeared, was 
no more than a repuhlicatiun if tiM law D{ 
1111ture. 

Agreeably therefore to his lordfbip's doc­
trine, whatever is not warranted by reafon, 
ought not to be received as rclision. A noble 

V 0 L. 1. P principle! 
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principle I which had it been attended to, .. 
would have done infinite good to the world, 
by preventing infinite evil in it, Mahome­
tanifm, and all other impollures, enthuliafis, 
crazy fyfiems, and falfe zeal for them ; 
that teal, which is always keeneft when 
blindeft, monks, perfecution, and fpiritual 
tyranny; all lying prophecy, falfe alarms, 
and pious panics from the common works 
of nature 

Upon an earthquake in· qu~ Elizflbetll's 
time, the bifhops applying to ~r, to appoint a 
general faft, had a negative anfwer, and her 
reafori ·for it: fhe told them, " her ~ople 
" were frightened enough already." 

Duriltg all earthquake in Cattmea (a city 
~n Sicily, defiroyed by it) the inhabitants, 
.crooding tirtl into the fireet, then into the 
fields, wtre perfuaded by the priefis and friar• 
to return, and repair to the churche~t, parti­
cularly to tft~ great one dedicated to St • .tfKothe, 
and to pay their devotion to the reliques of tbe 
faint, for deliverance. The poor people did 
fo, and all perifhed, above eleven thoufand, 
moft of them under the ruins of the church. 
Had they followed their firfl guides, their eyes 

-and their fenfes, they might have faved theit­
Jives. The monks were then certainly fatal 
tllltdet, and always are when their guidance is 

not 
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not warranted by common fenfc and reafoo, 
more efpecially when it contradias both. 

Let us all live good lives, and then we need 
aot fear death nor earthquakes. 

I am, 

My g11fi friends and neigh61urs, 

With affilliDnatl ztal~ 

,r,,, fmctrl humh/1 firuant, 

A LAYMAN. 
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S E ASON ABLE 

.A P 0 L 0 G Y 
FOR 

• Father F R A N c 1 s 
CHAPLAIN to 

Prince b p R. E T T Y M A N 

THE 

.CATHOLIC, 
But now lying in Durance tmder the 

· Sufpicion of fecret INIQ.YITY. 

In which are oc:c:afionally inferted fome weighty 
arguments for calling a general Council of the 
Non)uring Doaors, for the furthtr propagation 
of Ceremonies, Unity, Dilfention, and Anathe­
mas ; and for the better Improvement of E:corc:ifm 
and "A.!arcb-Beer. 

Horat, Ep. 

Firft printed in the Year 1723. 

• Frllttcit Altw~•'J• late biJiaop o( Rodn)r. 
b The Pretcllclcro 
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A SEASONABLE 

)· A P 0 L 0 G Y. 

I T is "not every one that is dubbed a 
knight, but every man ought to have 
the fpirit of knighthood in him, and va'7 

lorouOy, do all the good he can. In this 
fenfe I myfelf f!ID a confiderable hero ; my 
pen js my fpear, my inkhorn is .my arms, 
aAd £or my crcll:, l bear a bar.niog tobacco pipe, 
with thia dr.eadful motto, which in a , 
lime of confpiracies is not fafe to be utt~r­
ed. 1 live in a ~onely room, frightful and 
high, and when there is .any fun, I have my 
full fhare of it ; I with I could DOt boaR: the 

• _jju civility from the rain. Het:e I fpeod my 
time in the defence of the difirdfed, and in 
ol>itinate falling. All the unhappy arc under 
my protellion, and myfelf among the reft; 
lmvilible to all the world, but a certain· hob~ 
goplin, who will be mentioned ill the begin­
ning of the next paragraph. I have already 
.half finiChed my apologetic difl'ertation upon 
Sail] Slllifo~ry, with a manifello in- 'favour of 
th~ s,p/;1 of Ptrjia; as alfQ an elegy upon 
the defeat aod lo1fcs, · ~nd mournful .Bight of 

P 4 the 



3·2o '!'be Pillars ofPRIESTCllAFT 
the northern beaor the eofuing campaign ; 
and moreover, Lord N-'s laft dying fpeecb 
and confcffion ; Ukewife an amphibious fpeecb 
for a noble lord and commoner ; a fpeecb of 
rwo fenrences and a half; befides a certain 
general's lamentation for his difgrace next 
Michatlmas: to which is added, an appendix 
upon politics, embroidery,. and good e_ating. 
There is too this minute upon my table a 
quire of paper clofe writ, entitled, A vindi­
cation if a great dead minijlir, from the unjo/f 
calumnits if fime ill informed Ja~obites, as if 
he had been their n11my. N. B. This vindi· 
cation is clear and full ; as is Iikewife my 
letter to Sir John Blunt, proving that him'­
felf and his brethren of the S•lllh· Sea, though 
reduced by the parliame_nt to great poverty, -
will fuddenly be full as rich as they were 
btfore., But I am particularly fond of my 
advice to the pretender, recommending to him 
John . Barber and Mrs. Manley for his firft 
minifiers, Mr. Alex. Pope for pubiHhing and 
correCting the memoirs of his reign, and a 
certain univerlity for a dry nurfe for his fon. 
I lhall only add here two more performances 
of mine, v:z. a coofolatory epitlle to thofe 
who have profitable places and fmall fallaries, 
with a reproof to fuch as have free quarters 
upon certain offices; and a word of comfort to 
the public creditors four years hence. 

An 
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-
·· All. tbefe are elaborate pieces,. ·and..gafping 

to fee the light. But Mr. C~trl, ·who let me 
have half a crown upon my note this morn­
ing, befides .fix pennyworth of paper, inlift­
od upon my difpatching this jobb nrft, and 
invited me to dinner. There was no an­
fweribg this argument, and therefore in hopes . 
of a dozen meals, and half· a -dozen editions, 
with a joyful heart, and a watering mouth; 1 
fet about my work. Mr. Curl, who is an 
eminent critic in authors, not to mention his· 
equal tkill in procuring them c- and a 
c;ure for C-- told me, that a haughtY. au­
thor now in town that overlooks his brethren, 
began his fame with an apology of this kind,· 
an apology which happily degraded hi~from 
the fummit of the houfe to a nrfl floor ; a 
downward preferment, which I mufl afpire to, 
and would willingly exchange my long lie• 
'luaintance with the cold tiles, -for the com­
fortable fmell of a warm kitchen. 

Pray, fays Mr. Curl by way of encou­
ragement to me, did you n~t know two ficri­
tdries once upon a time whq be~:~m1 conjiderahl; 
minijlers jr-om the pure· merit, the one tj Wt it· 
ing ballads, and the ~tber .. if fing :"ng them? 

Sir, you hafle- as lun a genius as eith.-r of 
th1m 1 and for )our external condutl, it is ill 

p s ,,u,. 
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rur IWn PIWir ttJ fn•ai as humbly as Joe, and 
ta Mall pflths 111 fuuifif*/IJ IH Junmy. w,__ 
t'IJW 'ou j}nl/ thinl fo II 1111 forlh tbtlfo /aiiMIH# 
and thrittitrg tal1ttts. 

I knew a11 tbis before~ 'but es it is a pieae 
of flJttcry, it weighed more with me than 
my own knowledge. For as bifhop- Bwe­
ridge fays, with his ufoal force, 0 what a 
bad thing is jlattwy! 0 what a bt1J lbing jlat­
ttry is! !Jot I bbt he borrowed tim from 
St. Ch' yfoflom's perfuafM'C to humirtty ib the­
laity, or from the late pious Mr. Nt!fon•s 
devovt manual agaiu£\ eating 'breakfaHs Oil 

• Fridt1JI• 

I n8w proceed to otFer to my countrymeo 
fome confiderations in behalf of father Fran­
cis. And firft let 'it be tendcFiy confidered, 
that a coafpiracy without a bilhop in it, would 
hue been a thing incredible. A plot without 
a i.any is a contradiCtion, and no man who. 
judges by hillory and experieace bat would 
laugh at it. We have 'heard of miracles dooe­
coce in feventeen hund'red years, and the ap­
pearance of a phenix. once in fi.x hundred;. 
•nd both are belie'!ed, becaufe they fome­
times happen; but the other would ·be ami­
ncle beyond all belitf. That what has never 

ltappeae! 
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••ppened f1Dce the creatioa, wlll never happea 
-to the end of it, is .according to all .a probable 
opinion, ao.d according to fome a certainty: 
We often nod that fatan's work does not thri"> 
half fo fuccefsfully as when it is c.arried oa 
in the name of the lord ; nor is that name 
ever fuccefsfullt ufed and abufed, but by his 
fworn and forfworn-~- Some grave divineJ 
and deep cafuifis maintain, that the father 
of lies endeave)urs to ape the father of light 
io maay things, and works by · fecond caufes J 
aotl Ja, cry they, the droil has his deputitf 
o"d tnin!Jltrs IDD I by which they mean bit 
--- To prove this hierarchy of &saa's• 1 

they alrert, that all God's minifiers. io every · 
chorch which ditfers with theirs, ·ate th~ . 
devil's minitlers; and thefe minillers fay tho ·· 
fame of them; and fome too (particularly tho 
quakers) are wicked enough to believe both,. 
efpeciaJJy when they fee fo many fcripture~ · 
proofs pretended to on each fide· for tho 
faid doc!hine. Qthers keep themfelves neuter 
till they fee tho two heritages fairly parted,. 
and therefore go from day to day to their 
grave, alas! without aoy extreme unci;ioo, ~~ 
all. · 

Rut befide all tbefe advantages, which tho 
above reverel}d cafullls compliment fatan witha 

P 6 ' (whethct 
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{whether as a friead or ao enemy, l leave 
himfelf to judge) and by which they feem 
to make him more thu an equal match for 
i.:f&. They likewife hold, and brieg 
proofs for it ; that be hH numerGus femak 
deputies in every con~er of the UtliverC.: for 
what are witches but the devil's embaO'a­
dreO'es, the zealous pafloreO'es, who feed 
his familiars and · his. daily negotiatrixes to 
will people to him,_ agd bring ia his har­
veft ? For this end, he has an old withered 
journey-womaa or two io every diftrict. 
:I' he learned ')ar.1 Wtnham was OELC of them.: 

· lhe was tried fome years ago at Htrtjortl, 
for holding a fchifmatical conventicle of cats 
and goffips. who were great heretics, and 
went a caterwauling from the churth. The 
neighbouring foothfayers were the profecutors p 

for as the proverb fays, two of a ---
. c:tn never agree. Let us rematk two mar­
Tdlous things on this bead : firft, how very 
cheap fatan matntains this branch of his ad­
minillratioo: their only equipage is a broom:­
ftick, and their only revenue is now and 'tlien 
a cold treat in the church-yard. Marvellout 
facrilege, that fatan · and his haggard cura­
aeffcs, thould prophane a place dedicated .to 
better purpofes ! we fee they thrive according• 
Jy, and are never the fatter ; w:1ereas the right­
ful owpers are in. rare cafe, and as plump as 

you 
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you pleafe. Secondly, let us remark the 
marvellous diligence and fuccefs of thefe lean 
arid unhired doetretres, even according to the 
retlimony of their own cafuifts, who are daily 
lamenting, as well as combating the devil>s 
great and growing power ; which looks like a 
confeffioo, that though they themfelves have 
good artillery, and the bell caufe, yet fatan 
bas very formidable forces ; perhaps, becaufe 
they are not over-fed : a remark which f~r­
nUhes an inllruetive moral. This puts me in 
mind of a fayiog of the famous Danit/ Burgifs; 
Sirs, fays ht, what tr1w JIU maJ ht tbt taufi 
#.{ Btlztfub's puuailing inttrifl in tht world? 
Why I will ttl/ Y'" : tht grtatifl part if tht w1rld 
m~~intains tJ11 ariiiJ againjl him, if whr.m ht 

jlantltth not in awe. Think ye that b~ is to /11 
"uUitd with a Lord rebuke thee, [r1m j11ch jti-
14Ws as thty ? · No, ,,__:_;t ,hmmtth mnt hut 
a tbrijlian 11 takt the old hctlor ly th1 beard, and 
lkk him d~UJII flairs. · 

Beholct we here Iikewife two probable rea­
fons why fatao's wizards ~o not, like our non­
juring fort, intermeddle in· plots and confpfra· 
des : Firll, becaufe the other fort fave them 
the trouble, and appropriate that work parti­
cularly to themfelve!l, with unrivalled indutlry 
and zeal. Secondly, becaufe thefe, his file­
gentry, ·are eminently modeft as to their fe-

cular 

·I 
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cular claims, !'Od evea ftlent about them • 
they do not pretend to the riches and domi­
nion of tile globe~ nor eNeo to reve.lUI.es and 
dignities: nor da they p!lblicly .c.urfe and fwe~r 
~ thQfe who refufe to fur.rel)der them their 
wealth and their ·wives, ~o.d to hol.d their ilirrup. 

FroDJ. all ~his reaCouitlg, I think it is plaiq 
tllat the plot, how f~Jlly foever pra.led, w.ould 
oe.ver have bello (a.tisf•8oril;r pravesl, had oot 
my client been at tJ:ie he_ad of it: fome gcn• 
try oi that facLlhf in pQpilh countries., have 
been fuch r.qular ad (ODtlaQt combi.nert 
agaioll the peace of fiaus, that a·U confider­
able and e:x.tenJivc treafans have bee!\ almoft 
engroffed b)' them j aBQ lay-traitGC6 Only ad­
JP.itt~d. collaterally, and as accelfaries: pay, 
matters . .of blooQ. and aifdijaatioQ, ~he glorf of 
the whole U:lleme, both h1 tbe projettion aacl 
ex.ecution, has been genirally theirs; !lDd all 
this in a fuccefiion fo uninterrupted, that plot­
ting feems to be of clerical infiitution, and {e.­

cured ro them by a right of polfellioQ. : nor 
is fuch a daJm more wkkcp ~ abfur4 thill 
(ome others of their~. 

Ia ~ruth, thofe C>f them who, eit~r abroad 
or at home, ar.e atled by this fpirit, (how 
many they are, let others determine) hue in 
effect fet up a\1 office for liceP"iqg fetlelliol!s ; 

8 fot 
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for what elfe means their haranguing and in­
flaming their votaries to ·be rebels ; and the.!) 
not only abfolving them from the crimes of 
perjury and rebellion, but making thofe hor- _ 
rible Villanies, marks of fanfiity and ortho­
<Joxy P Is not this a declaration, that vir~ue 
and vice derive their exiftence from the fiat 
and good p1eafure of thefe gentlemen l Are 
not all th~ enemies to the ellablilhmenr, 
and all the {corners of oaths, their ftauncheft 
friend.• l And do they not mark as their ene­
mies, all who adher~ to it ? An'a is oot re­
-verence for an oath, a mark of difatfe8-ion 
to fhem ; and an honeft confcience a proof 
of fchifm ? It is certain, that the chrifliao 
religion lays indifpenfible ties upon the minds 
of believers : qow what fort of religion muft 
they have; what fort of bi!)ievers mull they 
be, who mock and brea~ :ill the bonds of 
chrinianity i They have a religion pro re na­
IR, an occafional religion, which varies with 
the weather and their paffions ;· a religion 
which prompts and warrants all ungo~linefs. 
and damns all piety and common fenfc ! 

Their reafoning is like their religion; th~ 
reafoning of an almanack, never two days the 
fame, or fieadily wrong. Once it was down­
right damnation to rebel, nay to refit\ upon 
-any 'pretence whatf<>ever : ~ow it is dam~able 

aot 
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not to rebel without aoy pretence at all. 
Formerly kings were vice-gods, and to be 
obeyed aod reverenced with fubmillioo, and. 
refigoation due only to God, and had they 
honoured their maker but as devoutly as they 
did fome princes, who refembled a very dif­
ferent being, they would have been no fcan• 
dal to chrHliaoity: but now a days they ex .. 
ceed porters in the brutitboefs of their lan­
guage and behaviour toward a prince, _whofc 
greatefi crime is, that he thinks that tiis lay 
fubjelb have as good a right as themfelves to 
be ufed like. freemen ; and that the onfearch­
able heart of man is only fubjea to ·the cog­
nizance of the infallible tribunal of God, and 
not to any angry faaion of pedants, who 
would make the authority of God truckle to 
their paltry ambition, and facrifice re!lfon ·to 
delulion, and religion and peace to grimace 
_!lnd fury. 

If the Jiberties of the nation were in dan· 
ger, as I hope they are not, {from him I am 
fore they are no!) yet fiill it would be im­
pudence in them to hold up a finger in their 
defence; they who have eternally been a dead 
weight upon 1-tberty, and at all _times, made 
formal and · profeffed, and ca.nonical libels 
again A: it, concerted regifiered libels! as to 
King Jamts, their behaviour to him is no ex· 

ception; 
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ception ; for meddling with - Aaron'~ bells, 
they rung him .out of the kingdom; fo much 
more prevaiUng with them was rage, than the 
fe~r of their own anathema and damnation, fo 
fccquently denounced againft refifiance. 

But this, perhaps, is foreign from the talk 
which I have undertaken, to write an apo­
logy for father Fronds, and therefore t 
beg, fecondly, that it may be confidered in. 
his behalf, that there arc d-iffenters in Eng­
land, a fort of people he could never bear ; 
and fincc the king and the two houfes, would 
not in duty deRroy them, he conceived a 

-zeal in his foul for defir.oyiog tbofe who 
would not dellroy them : D--- me, fays the 
captain -of a man of war, if the admiralt1 
wiU rut htmg my rDgflt if a lieutenant, by 
G--, I will finlt the jhtp. Dilfenters were -
not hanged; and my client found himfelf pro• 
volced, that men of. fuch plain and clumfy 
behaviour, who made no fine bows to the tojl, 
and approached it in no birthright garments 
and furtolit lhirts, were fu.ffered to eat and 
drink, and live as well as he who was a great 
beau in devotion, and the very pink of cour­
tefy toward a place which our homilies very 
uncivilly call foptrjlitiDus. It was indeed a 
diverting lhew to fcc with how many pretty 
airs, crolfes, cringes, forms, and coopees, he 

· aeled 
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•aed at the houfe.warming of a certain DeW 

bujjding at Grunwul!, and made i_t thereby 
holy. Whereat the diffeaters were eaemiet 
to the mode, 3Dd met ia pieces ~ ground, 
which, for waat of holy water, remained ftill 
in a llate.of pagaoifm. 

Thirdly, my client had taken the oaths. 
and tbis is no uncommon reafon for break­
ing them. There is a reverend fodety of 
men in a neighbouring church, whofc authority 
has never wanted weight with many who 
pretend to be of ours : t·hey hold the dotlrinc 
of probability, that is, that .any mao maJ 
with a Cafe coofcience do what aGy grave doc­
tor holds to be lawful. Now an eminent high 
chur,hman has declared -himfelf very fully in 
tbis point; for, fays he, 

Oldhs tlfll ~ut •flllr.ils, m11l fiiWds ltd ..mul, 
'i#1fuble ;'!/lrrtmllts tq binj. ---

And again 

He that imp'.fos •• olllfl, 11111111 it, 
Nert hr whtJ fw amNnitiiCt tal~s it. 
Jnl h~M th~t~ ran a m11" ~~ Jt~id 
'I• mal1111 oath IN newr ,.,,' 

Fourt~ly, 



Fourthly, my· client had got the keys of 
both worlds at his girdle~ and it was ftrange, 
if'baviBg them beth in his power, he could 
!lot make bold with a fmall part of one o£ 
them. · It wontd be as if a monarch who had 
aU E«rDpt, conld not difpofe ·of Brentfwd. 
My greatetl wonder is, that my client cannot 
with this maflu-kc:y of his, open the fublo· 
nary loc:k that holds him faft in durance, efpc­
ciaUy when they fay, even witches and necro­
mancers can do it. 

Fifthly, my client has an iodeHble ch~~o­
ra&er; a charaCl:er which,· his holincf.s fays, 
will render the pi-iell: free, fecure, and invul­
nerable, though the man may be. imprifoned 
and degraded. We muft · diftinguilh betwixt 
plain Francis, and do8:or Fran&is. The 
former Frands is really: a human creature, 
and (ubje8: to all the infirmities of huma­
nhy ; but the faid doCtor Frantis is not ci£ 
earthly mould, but of a. contexture and qua­
lity altogether myll:eriou~ and incompre~n­
lible to mortal underll:aoding. We mufl: 
therefore carry the Tame dill:inlHon along with 
us, when we judge of his guilt and punilh­
ment. As a Perfon, no doubt, he may be 
criminal, but as he is a reprefeotative of 

--- and all that, it is atbeifm to charge 
him 
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him with guilt, let him be as black and as 
guilty as he will. His head may be taken off, 
but the indelible fiain (which ftain is · invi-. 
6ble} can never be wiped oft But becaufe 
this doarioe, however orthodox and prevail­
ing, may feem difficult to minds not thus 
illum.inated, ·I will explain it beyond a poffi­
bility of cavilling. Let us fuppofe, if you 
pleafe, an indelible clock; that is to fay, a 
dock which cannot be unclocked. You may 
indeed take away its weights, fiop its wheels 
and its motion, and prevent its going, and 
make it entirely ufelefs, yet mn it is a true 
clock, though it performs none of the offices 
of a clock. Here now is a familiar Ulufira­
iio~ which puts this matter in a true light, 
and out of difpute. Thus my client, if he 
is degraded, may be a very good B-p of 
the univerfal church, though he cannot be one 
in any one part of it. Juft as a foldier may be 
a foldier, though he never go to war, nor · 
does any duty. What can be plainer than this l 

Fortified with this indelible charaCI:er, his 
aforefaid holinefs holds, that any perfon may 
forfwear, plot, and rebel, and affaffinate, · and 
<ommit whatever fins he will, and yet bo 
f"' 6d hor perfeCI:ly finlefs ; or if a fpot now 
and then flick, he could .fcour it off in a mo­
ment by a certain fovereign wafh of abfolution. 

· He 
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He 111ay be a traytor ~ithout Jell'eniog the 
privileges, and ,reputation of a faint. Could 
mortal · man have more tempting· qualifications 
Cor perjury and treafon ? 

. Pojfifs'd of ohfolute dominions 
0' er ptople' s purfts and opinions ; 
.Ani tr.y/1d with thl dau!Ju ltys 
Of htll'fJl'll; and their f~arthoufis; 
.A11d cajl in jitter model for 
7De prtfmt ufi of church and war! 

In the opinion of cafuifts abroad, a popifh 
bHhop may be a very good and unexception­
able biO:top, Jet the man be ever fo filthy ; 
Co that though he may be unqualified by his 
crimes for every office of civil fociety, yet he 
can never be difabled by the worft of crimes 
from ferving at the altar. Complebantllr temp/Q 
,tjftmisjdfJitimtm. 

. .. 
Behold in the following lines, what is faid 

of the popiih clergy. 

-Hot lmnts ta"flltltll till fliwria tllrntnt, 
~utis rts aulla d1mi, - -

~u11s ~ atlt plagofi dextra mag!Jiri 
-Territat, aut kg"m timor, aut fMDS dedi/a fimn• 
£x1rut nt~llis ilthM igllllf.lia t11ris : 

Deinie 
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Dtilflil f8ilnl.s gtli./es tirlJIIM 1r•clrdill{titlp1 
O"flitit i11gtflio; fJIIIS fot.rl tt Jlllllt """flffW 1 

~J Pallm Phrebofqae .fo.rm; f••.ftiere ,..,. 
Ajpici t i".[ot!f/D volucw ttgllllitllt llrtu. 

Hi cum i".Jrugftr• patium trivere jutJtntte 
Mujor11m injfltliijifrl!tjlraJ jam mtHl~us rt"'6ris 
Sic fralti, ''" .,1/tilllfi, i.e d•ctrt rtWtn, 
}ltc ltrram inc,-w ,_.11'111 fo.JiH'IIIiwl ill'flln : 

Hie fibi dtjidU8 pwhHir tdfWt ip~ ,; 
E.ffi rati, hue propWtlflf. FtancifftnlJS. 

A wwthltfl fry of culn, in qutjl of footl, 
Frnn tJ'ItUt1 fol a lrn.y litJrlihotlri; 
•n, _ha«J11 f1J hggtrn, t~~tnzting b-mrNmtl n..,., ~ 
Tbr rif•ft nf ~- foholl, tb1 h•ntMarli cltti1tt, _ 
SlurgrJrtis mfoirJ/ lift tht 'M'tls )Nwn1, 
'The ''fi tf IMiflrt tmll tl1 lhlljtr fi,,.,,., 
DHm' d iurtNS ,, thlir forJ ; ;, ahttji ,.,. ; 
Prtfttre t-illfliMtfDr dw fowlli ,;irt, 
.And only acc1mplljll ti for thtir ,Ink di'Pirt1: 
till t!Hfi (in b1ols mijperd their Y'uthful years,) 
Nw ltiflt/r., "" jl»lars ,....,,. iut illlers, · 
.Anti drmts j1r lift, unmttt /,. .., It ,IHI,, 
'r1ply thnar, or thejlernfoe t'i11'Uadt; 
.A j/4thj11l rtfirte fr~m tJN·.-IttJr jiM, 
.And fatten ott tbt foslf '-ttllflinrl. 

So that accordlag ro this charaCter ol the 
church of R1mt, the king of lmgs is ea­
lilly plcafed in the c~e of lin minffiers ; 

;tnd 
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and accepts of fach. as mofr kings wm~ld ra· 
jclt: they fern him ac::c:ordingly . . Their moll: 
important bu!inefs often lin .lUll for a. bottle 
aDd a game at backgammon. Nor d.ares a&J 
man amoagft them, take the part Gf the mailer 
againll thefe his privy counfellors, for fear of 
b~ing reckoned an atheifi. For whoever re­
proves the priefis, hat denied the faith, thouah 
he has the bible on his fide ; a book which is 
full of threatnings againfi laymen ; but is never 
angry forfooth, at the clergy for the time be­
ing, or to come. And in this refpeel-, the 
antient prophets are according to them di(­
conrteous old grumblers : they make the prietls 
of old the fadeft dogs, and liars, and cheats, 

. and whoremafiers in their generation, and yet 
never prophefy as if the. world were often to ex:. 
pe8: much b-etter. St. Paul too tells us of ra­
venous wolves of this fort in his time, and hea­
vily complains of the reverend impollors, who 
were to come after him, and would be right 
or wrong his fllccefi"ors. I hope he did not 
mean my client Frarttis, and a few nonjur- · 
ing do8:ors; for I am fure he could not in­
tend to blemilh the reverend J ocobites of our 
time; for whom the · fathers of old had a 
particular affeflion, as you may fee in the 
works of the reverend doaor- and the 
reverend Mr. According to them, the 
faid antient fathers fully explain and rindicate 

the 
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the new difciplioe and ceremonies of the noa­
jarors, an~ are fadly out of humour with tbc 
diffenten. · Nothing efpecially can be finer 
'than their inveflive againfi job, Calflin, and 
their defence of king Chorus I. Bot 1 am fiill 
more charmed with their vindication of whit~ 
Oeeves, and of good perfecments: and with 
their exhortation for refioring the church lands, 
and for bowing to the eall: nor is their .af­
ferting divine right in the priefis to the peer­
age, lefs remarkable. The encomium of the 
fathers upon Dr. Hicke/s litany, and others 
like it, is really fine; and fo is their recom· 
mendation of the repeal of the fiatute of 
Mortmain, and their plea of excommunica­
tion for a groat. What can any dilrenter fay 
to their dilrertation againft extempore prayers, 
and prailing God without book, and to their 
many rules for. fiewing plumbs, and keeping 
Chrijlmos f What zealous fon of this fame 
church can forbear to mention, with exultation, 

· the fevere reproof given by the fathers to Dr. 
Hoodly, as the fame is fet forth at large by a 
reverend dean. The fa tires made by f-t, and 
f-tandf--tandf--t andf--t in folio, 
upon round-heads and the modern whigs are 
·likewife admirable, with their carious dUUnc­
tioos about rebclJion, and [wearing ~nd for­
fweariug, recommended to a venerable noofitting 

. Af-
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Alfe'mbly •, whom I need not mention, th~ 
f.me being out of Engltmd. The apology 
of. the . fathers for the morals of the . facred 
brotherhood of the catholic free·mafons, is 
well worth reading; . as are moreo~ei- the 
marks l~id down by th_em for difiinguilhiog 
their gepuine.fuccdfors, whom they: have dub­
bed all great lords and princes, endowing tbem 
at the fame time with high-crowned hats, and 
trufting them more efpecially with the keys of 
the cellar. (N. B.) 1h4re is 11flthi,tg faid abflld 
t/;4ir r'.fomllling iheir founder. 

Si.xtbly, A certain great prince t would not 
put himfelf into father Frll,cis's hands, who 
perhaps had a mind to -enri~h the .kalcndar 
with another martyr_, by the f~me counfels 

·and meafures that father William i, about foor­
fcorc years ago, had _followed befor:,e him ; 
and Iince he could not mai<:e him a mattyr 
one way, he was refolved to do it another. 
No prince who would leave the laity any 
thing, but the l~vings of the clergy, ~as a 
ouding father of the· ch~rch, to father f'ra~ui/s 
mind. The late reverttnd Mr. Ltjley, in his 
book of the divi~ right of tythes, in an(wer 
to this quclliOJJ, fays, Of .what fptcits if tur 

·• The Convocation. 
l ArchbiQlop Laltll. 

VOL. I. Q_ 

t Hia Maje{y. 
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.foltflatltt WI art t1 giflt tithl 1 EWII -J d 
that thl• htljl, quoth he, without exceptins 
()De's wife. But bdides all this tithe «. 
bread, aod bed, eDd beer, a ad cuftard, ao4 
all thai a mao has; Mr. IA.f/IJ made a moddt 
.demand ffilf aU tbe good laods1o the kingdom. 

·for tbe temponl good of the cletgy, and the 
fpiritual good of the laity ; f9 that his way of 
feeding as lay":'thecp, was to take all o&r foo4 
and paJluro from _us, aod put them 1ato his 
o~ belly. _ I !lope be did oot mean that we 
were to ba.ve .all our geod tbiogs hereafter P 
bat for ·him aotl his brethren, their ooly hope 
was ~a this life, -sod that baviog their oaiJr 
~rtion upon earth, they were to J,e the only 
happy men in it. So that here :was a di· 
.,inc right io Mr. LejltJ', ;C!}cr.gy to ftuve us. 
and woe to the j)rin~ or fubje& who ·biudere«l 
t'bem. I hope my ~llent ~~~ "ot ,eutlr~J ·• 
tbjs ·holy fchem~ · 

-S~venthly, The Convocation ·has ·DOt •Jattly 
_ fat, .and lay-parliaments have made Jaws, ao4 · 

givc:n :money without .Scm. 'This picrc;ed 
the foal ,f,)f my clleot, who tb~~gbt all au­
tboritf upon earth, t~ay., abevc the .earth and 
bt4ow ~ ought to be •efted ·in a parliament 
of p_riefts, or derived from them: and that 
when .~e fwore to the prefeot government, he 
(wore ~ - ud that thercfwe his {wear- • 

'log 
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hg was and his forfweuiog ix f.,., 
Mll/m,till6, t!lt. 

We hue a new .church rtfen D.P amOQg! 
.as, wbich feparates from the cfiablifhed church, 
and fcts up againft her, and which bold• 
all oaths to &be pr&fent government to .be uo.; 
lawfuL hkefe DODjuriog dot\ors do not think 
it c:on~nieot to meet tQgetber to.reGlify abufes. 
.thougb it is faid that there are manifold .ufea 
.of their meeting, and that much remains yet 
.to bC dooe ·h, them~ They hnre already in• 
-deed fornifhcd 01 with ·a fy.Llem of their iaitla, 
<ailed Dr. Hiclts'• thirty--oiae articles; but 
ctbcy have omitted a great .maay other tbioge 
-equaUy aecelfary to be tlone, and wbic:b JIC• 

.quire their meeting again in an holy {food. 
· Hhall meatiGO fome principal things • 

. Firfi, there are many herecical opioioJH 
,gone abroad amongf1: us, which require the 
.cure and cnrfes of the (aid meeting, or holy 
..counciL h 1s even maintained, and- (lltu P•· -
.Mr, lt'Dh IM/Ir!) maintained by {omc of 
..4arm's own blrrn1, that laymen may make 
·Jaws for the ~burch, and bind the unbindable 
hofts of lAW; and that God may have a 
dlurch where the priefts have none: ntrfomc 
are not a1hamcd to bold that ~udn;/may be 
faved, though they truft but in 9ft faviour, 
and Dot at all iD his cleputies. · I tremble at 

·' Q.. a the 
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the thought! Bot I .doubt, if .thefe .profeae 
principles go on, fome may be bold c:aougb CQ 

tlrike at .another precious branch of their pre­
rogative, ed call io quetlioo their ·pri.uege of 
damning. Be fides: it is incredil:lkl ·haw free:. 
thinkers fwarm; audacious free-thinkers, whe 
do not fear the devil; -and. tbetefore.are go­
log to him; and therefore .ought to be fent to 
him; and therefore the {aid couacil ought 
to fir. 

Bat there is .fomethiog beyond all this, 
-which fetms· to call for their meeting. . W J: 'et want feveral offices to be c:ompof~.d for 
importaot purpofes. Bells are put up io thtir 
feparatc churdles as profanely, that is, with 
as little ceremony, as if they were put up in a 
hall to. c;aU folks to dinner. A form of ~e­
,diCli~n llf'OD this occ~on is fJalde Jifkkratl, 

."and the want of it much lamented. "Let me 
reafon whh you, 0 ye , reverend noojuriag 
fathers, upon this great occafion : why are 

·.you fo . oegleaful of the ftate of your bells, 
. which fummon us to. y01lr fpiritual all'emblies 
.and make fuch holy .melody in our ears l Why 
·hang they llp t~us uphallowed; they which 
·are 1ifl the leall: part of your ghofily tool$, 
·-and Cl~rical gear ? You . confecrate coarfe 
walls b~e you .will enter thereio, and blefs 
,lead earth befqre · YO\J will fee foot ther~QI:L ; 

arc 
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_,e not ·bells of a'S good: metal as fione and 
lime? And is a fpeechlefs· ftoor, however fa• 
cred, more . facred than thefe fweet fingers of 
the fieeple ? In vain you make broad your 
bats, and lhort your perriwigs, and long 
your petticoats, if you. fanaify not alfo your 
bells ! your other beHs may go afiray ; but 
'hefe never do-. 

Nor ha,.e VIe ye,t any office for . the coofe­
c:ratlon of coffins and haunted houfes. Hence. 
the evil O\)e often makes the dead to walk~ 
~nd R~eps poffdnnn Qf tenements which he 
rte'V~r -p.aid for. You, rev(: tend firs, you only 
(an bairicade our houfes and 'our ·graves againft 
Chis vile lptruder,' by word·~ arid ho(y water. 
Por· wor~ witnout cl1riTm~ l dllubt, m•ke but 
an impet:fea exorcifm; elfe why: does this old ' 
fhpent mn ma!{e '~old to hold his nofrornal 
bbals,il1 the very h~art of your tetti pies? This-. 
1t'rs~ me'rirs · your ferlous conliderarion, ad'!! 
a fpeedy crlre; r Therefore the faia council 
ought to 1lr. 

_My next argument for it is this: Lilly•s -
grammar wants to pe correaed,· and is a pro­
,vince re(«!rved for you; unlefs perhaps in··a 
-dung . of that .tnoment you might~' r too 
tnuch, and proceed to heats and athemas 
aboaf it,. as a. learned ·and veaerab e a£fembly . , 
. Q.3 -?f 
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ef dorgymeo ooce • did upon the faaw 
occa4io• 

Agaia, the faid coancif ougtit to lit for the­
iaMreA of uniformity, and. for the irifirofliow 
of taylors. Tlaetee is a fhame(ul and fcbif: 
matical varietJ i~a- the gowns \torn by non• 
juring prieRs, and· indeed in other P.rts of. 
their drefs. Some wear praeclla, fome doth~ 
foao Glk·, and fome plain crape, like.fo many 
C.6aruf, or men of various faitli. Nay, theJ 
~c dilfeaters from each other in the ihape of 
their gowns. . &me hHe a rat ffit .in theii 
JkoYC (~hich is a teft oE true ortbodozy) tbro• 
which they the\V -a fmart writl, and a good' 
quantity of their lloeo. Others bury thcif 
6ftl Je. dieir tlceft, • ~kea of cJom(y apo­
Aata. Sooae weat dark wiis, and· lome 
Jishc, 18cl uve no maaoer of orthodox ftan­
dard M to the fit.c aad ffifiaefl of their bail~ 
.ad beaftrs. Th&· is laaacotablc I and. of ill 
example r l'or ought I kaow i't may Jo your 
opioioa be dimaable f (are 1 am it G. fChif.:. 
matical; and we all know the crymg crime of 
fchifm; U14l the deccocy of aoky and order. 
Fie, fie ; t~ !fl tlllf•ri. Let us not· with 
OQr own hands gift fucli a deadly blOw to 
uoiCormity, and thereby ftrengtheo the argu­
aeots l{ fanatics againft us. Let oor oairy 

! 1 he ~~ocatioa ia Idea Chrlu Ud. rcip. 
' io 
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in, lloods and. caps be known unto- all men. 
We know the dreadful war of an hundred years 
eetween two powerful and orthQdox bodin 
ef divines •, about the (bape of their coul, a 
war in which it is faid many fouls periilied, 
damnation being their chief and coofiant ar­
tillery. Prevent the oorrible confeq:oe'ncc f 
You often quote,:and upoa letrer occafions, Sr. 
Paul's advice for doing o/1 th'ngs ;, dtmrcy and 
;,, ,.,,. ; which Saint S~~tu/Joa, would ex_• . 
. plain, Itt JD"r tliJs. and tiljfodu be all ¢ • tUI; 

and if we mull be u&aiform in bowing, let a. 
be uniform in our coveriQg · of the backs that 
bow. Therefore the noojwing council ougha 
&o meet. 

Laftly, tllat veoer.abJe Ulembfy ought to 
meet, tbllt the Oll1btr in alteir fctml colKltits 
may baYC time to grow ftale., 

· 1 fay nothing of th'e obvious necdity of a 
aew tranOation of a certain book, the prefent. 
tranllation being too plain, and much the fame 
witb that of GmtW: a thing not to be faft'ered. 
The prevalence too of carnal rcafoa feems to 

- call loudly for a check from fuch a holy coon· 
at. People talk of human reafoo, and hu~-­
jodgment. Why, what are they? ThJ'onlJ­
.firft guides, forfooth, th. at God -has ~ven us; 

• D•i•kasand FrndftaTU. /' 
Q...4 · whica 
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which is true, and yet nothing to the purpofe. 
J t is plain that oar reafon was not given us to 
be ufed, but to be fubmitted to them, and to 
be employed by them upon evident matters, 
which it cannot unde;fland. But, cry fome, 
that is impoffible. And what if it be? Is it 
the lefs orthodox for that ? 0 tnnpcnz I 0 

. Bf,7Cln.ort I Lend, 0 valorous a~d voluminous 
knight, 0 lend thy potent and poetical hand, 
and mow down with thy keen faulchion, with 
thy rapturous and founding fabre, this uncir­
cumcifed reafon, this daring and darling Gatb 
of the Philij!ines, and of free-thinkers! Why 
fleepell thou over dry hillory? Why loitereR: 
thiJU in cold narration, which yet thou doft 
animate and adorn with all the nrdure of the 
bays, with all the (ublimiry of the DtlphiatJ 
God ! When, lo! here i~ a fubjeCl: worth th"y 
poetical prowefs ·; a fubjeel fit only i<Jr a 

·poet ; a fight for thy · im~inadon i and a 
bloodlefs field ! 

Evte ! rttmti mms trtpitlat mdu, 
P lmoqut Bacchi ptlilrl turbid•"' 
L~rtotur: Ef!r8 I para /ibtr ; 
P aru, grovi mttumdt Thyrfo ---

POStfrSCRIPtfr. 

I B E't leave to trouble- the reader with 
anoth}r- argument in behalf of my client, 

though the f-e 'was not in my brief. 
Father 
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Father Frrzncis as he was already an holy 
math had a mind to be more hofy ; and there­
fore grew a traitor to grow a faint : the moft 
certain fcale to mount the Rflmi.n kaleodar. 

Hae artt jtrox B,efttllll 

ln11ins a,.ets attigit ig11liiS-

The firft ft~p in that church, to rife to. ca­
nonization~ is to bC'gin at the gallows, or by 
deferviog them. The fure way there to be­
come a lord lieutenant to almighty God, and a 
worker of mir:fcles, is-to be a determioetl ~nemy 
to man!•ind, a cheat· and: exeC!J'tiotrer for the 
church, a furioti$ brCJker· d_f c-erertionies, .a· z~a:. 
Jolft maintainar' of oalt!t· qualities, a· great 
~urf~r, and a· gteat perUCdtOr of CO~rtlph (eofe. 
He is t() be a great· advocate for· devotion, and 
a warm promoter dE damnation r a rnigfny 
uan fbrchafiity ;·but difalloW's·the be!fmearrs 
.. prtferve' it, the honeft means of matri­
aiony. He is• a- prodigious deciaillfet againt\ 

-wealth, and a· prodigious· engrotrer there­
of: he avers that the church· was built 
upon a ·rock, and that the gates of bell cannot 
prevail againft her ; and yet (wears that the is 

iQ danger of tumbling at the fight of every 
fmall heretic; and if a poor laylor cre9ps into 
a barn to pray, he throws her into a mortal 
as ue .and convulfions. H~ preultes charity; 

but 



24~ f'k Pi114rs Df PiuESTt .. Ar,.. 
but damns all moderation and forbearance:.. · 
He is a l'rofelfed orator for peacey and & 
trumpet for war. He preaches· humility, and , 
treads upon the necks· of k.iags and kingdoms; 
He if the ftroogett loyaiift in the world, atld 
the moft unbounded rebel. A mighty reafooer, 
and a migluy cltampioo •galnft reafoo·1 al­
ways fcattering bleJiings and cdtres, and maJres,. 
aod mifery. He fpiFitaaUy feeds you-, and· 
temporally tla"es you, He illumi,..-ees your 
aoderilandiGg, and ills- k with ~goor-aoce : 
aad profef'es no weapon but the fpltitoal arm,. 
which however we.trs a. fword aad· baekle11, 
aad bocks down govenuDCDts- and· oatioas. 
_He kll* you t&at human fOc:Rty eanoot fub-
0 wit~oot fuch as he; and to -~em the fame, 
is ercmally tbtowioa haaaaa. foaiCty into pooo 
ftrty, chaios, and defolatioo. To do- good too 
the world be difpcoples lt. He talks aauch of 
trot\ ia God,_ ud ..- 4Mw MY' mutb h~ h• 
ef it himCelf, willo rely apoa God for aotbio& 
•ut CI'IIDI his oe.ft with the wealth of the 
world, to prOM and dilpr01c his diftruft ia 
fi'OYidCDCe. 

He is perpctoaOy flarao_gufog yoa: into a 
good life; and _to fet you a. ·good· example, ri­
dicules morality, and rails at it u the faoUtheft 
Ching m ~be world. He damns you if JOG-
4. aot ~c the biblt.t _aad d~ you if 

fOil 
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Jmt r•ad. or undor.ll:and it. · He is ~til ap­
.pealing- to . your fenfas, aad . making the• 
)ldges-; but if you believe your fenfes, woe be 
ro you; you have denied the faith, and are no 
chrifiian. He is· for ever proving myfieries ttt 
you, and for ever proving that they cannot be 
-proved. Cwtflmlils, Cays he, .,., tJery fig· 
nifitanl; and 111 lhiJ 11r1 things iruJijfir1nt': 
yet you . are damned if you omit them : thougli 
damnation, in my opinion, is no indifferent 
thing. ·Then be tells yon that the bible is a 
wonderful infiruflive book, but wonderful uu ... 
intelligible: ; and for your inftruaion, keeps It 
from you. AI JDUr p4Jft.Jlions, quoth he, ar,­
lly tli.flin1 right; and as a d'emonfiration there• 
of, holds out a fecular parchment of humall' 
inftitutioa. He boaRs of the daily micaclee 
worked in his church to convince belie'fers J 
for they never · travel forth to ~nvincc here'· 
des and uabelievers; and he brags of hm . 
great power over the deYil ; ytt he is eternally 
frighting yon with the deril's great · a~d in­
•fncible power. 0, Cays be, how mifwa!Jfl· 
·wtrl th1 t111ti1nt pagam, wbD Wfl11ttd 111: ancl 
.,.,., the fame time maker the world, where he-

prevails, ten times more milerable than ever 
paganifm made it. R'/mt, quoth he, 1111d fttl· 
the Lmlrtlfi Jl'l caMHt 61 jllfJ11.h and yet yoa 
need not repent and ICek the Lord ; for he the 
faint, and his brcthrca, ao (ave JOU· with~· 

ckba· 
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dtbft'. Ply fr11m· fo••~, Hds· he : 11141 · ,., 
'fiiWII 11t1, f-" J' 1111 /!'~·«~'Ill .flirt [61M bJt 
fiJIIIIr;, his .fot'r 111tl jtlld hiM t1 tl11· dnJili 

BehJJ, fays he, WI faints tn'l 111 lt~mbt 
tllnflngjl woivu ·:. aad to fulfil the fayiug, de­
~ours you. He has a wonderful antipathy to 
.the heathenr, and ' rails . bountifully at them'; 
,but if ypu pu.t in your w«>rd agaioft the hea­
:theu religion, arid the impoiture of their pridls, 
hov1 a carr, fays he, that' you WCil11d not u1 
throuj,h their fides. By which he confelfes,. 
·that there is . not a ~:Word's leng.tll between them­
(wflich is not _my opiaion) and fo h~ takes­
thefc his- near 'kinfltle'rf under his protectioa~ 
.Riches.,- f.i~s he, . are'· perniciou1 thii.as, t~hd. 
poifon to tlu foul, · ohdji is p~ilk. · 0 b1warl' 
lj' rich11 olld ·pride I And in kindnefi to you~ 
foul~ ~r to fuew _you: th.u he .. values aot hiao 
O'!~)he takes.a~ the rk~es aod. pride of the: 
~d to 'himfelf. . 

' ...• - t .• • • 

F~r a full jollification of· th~·- my Teviti.. 
cal tr~atife, let me, add a paa"age out of thct 
~/rQmota ~ . th.lt early an.d eminent fathel' 
St. Clemens Akon·,rinus., and indeed one 
of the ~leareft i~ him, Ir~~O" At11.!J-1r,o, . q>t11.~ 

'tt. ', I' I 'f I 
.XC61 r1l11.f/-'O~ 7iT!JII7TIIA'I'ii'11TI>II,. U~ 1rl11.fiT*'II Xt11.Xl11.1fl11.1• 
.<rer.~~, ,;~, i~3-pOJNrt11.U vtrq ft11.MaiU6c.r•: St1'D11UI#. 

Ji~. P· zoe. 
., 

I 



t eaoaot for&eat' 'iofertlog Bere anothtf 
CI!UOtatioo from the faid moft leerned fa­
tber ; a quotation .full of myftery and beau­
ty; it cont;~,ills an aQCQPat of {QIJle' iJ)dif~ 
,erect amoart'-· bCt1fUD: the .a~tg~ls · aad the 
.antidiluvian · J~!dies,., wl\o, ... ccordiog .. ·to; him; 
.;~~e ench~iing. coq~ets,' ·.,;d drew ~ · .of 
thefe their gallantS.· (ecrets not fit to ~ 
named. But he.M;.}he hqly f~ther :· •o. ~1-Jt.•A.q~ 

· .il£ai'MH .~ ,.p·. l.w. :«A;e .. •).'!X.J'tWC: ·Uio~3-ik 
'""1'r"~' ·""'' 1~.,.,,, 'rol:d1r6pe".1" "':«"~ ~Wi~!~,.. 
If'· . . u~ Stro/!'· .J. s~ l·~"n.-. · ~ , ·.· .. · . ~ · 

.And nO.... I Will make. IX,td to. '(ay ~nd . pro­
pheCy of myfelf and this my. work: 

Extgi 11U11Ummtrlm titrt ptimlllilli. 
hgaligiu fitu PJramidt~m alriu1. 

- - - . -. -. - - ' -
'Non omnis mwiar, ~Claque pars mti · 

· Yitobit li~iti11am - - --. - . .- - - .. ~~ - ~ 

- - - Sumt fuperbiain · . 
~Ut6.fitam 1111ritJS~ 11 mihi .tklphita · ( 
Lauro cing1 flalms, MllifiiUtll, ':?'__ . . 

.· I ' BOOKS 

r· 
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•·THE ~,;.., aallliik'i; ~ilreliW. ud .._ 
fa&ecl: bcmg aa ~".~Kpoeaa ill twelve boob 

a folio. By ir R. B. 
:a. ne whole art of acldrtlbg to prioc:el; wit\ 

.a ,..pie of the (aiel art. By Sir R. 8. 
S· Aa ode up:m W am .-m.aat. By M~ 

IJ'-l Effi; 
4- Diuo. oa dle DCxt gteat dea4 IIWl· By BI-ll 

' II s, Snera1 inDaaa : ·upoll reafoainJ• cudaar. 
:fteidiMU ia prildple ; aucl againft biuerncr. ao4 
tem~g. By two.re,.. d-ns. N. B. The 
{aid aadtorl IIIUe by dina ferDI08I in -aafwer co the 
~ linDoDI. ready co .be pll*hed aad pabliW 
II~ the IICXt chan~-~ C0Grt,. . 

6. S~ iD ptrPa~DCDL By che - Mr. ~ 
cretarr AJii,lltl. 

3· The ~ MMIIi.lwtl: «a t1y for catch­
iag uuahtJ kita and polecats_ By C~TO. To· 
-vther wlda •it {atyr upoa foame6 ; aDd -hit ex. 
a.orwion CiO pea. aud 'illietac6. and fllbaaiftion to · 
govemors • 

.B. A projt& for mcreaiog the ftmHie MC1 • 
· ~.of' the deJU, By .the iJ¥iepeadc~ whig. A• 

•Uo hi.a carncft Uhortation for ,.pulling-out llollow 
teeth. · · . 

9• A per(uhe -to l'reqaent commuDion. By 
J-• f"--ti.EICJ; to which u added, sbe UC 
.ofcompliaaee with fUpcrior~. 

1 o. A diffcrtation upon grace au4 good cheer, 
and againft -unciaaftity and .fabNth-breWag. By 
Mr. G-r'-•· 

11 • A fatire agaioft pennoncn. lly * late D. 
e(JJ--. 

12. ~.ad -pattern of c:hriftian uioa 
·S!ld b ly end~ By the pdb;ytcria mi-
.-... .. - J)t 

. -
'·· .. 
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· ·11· The method of tranflating .!rom an unbo• 
,4Qngoe. By an ~minent poet. 

•II-· Effays upon the gift o.! pcr{umon ; JDd ~ 
. cling one's joiota, &Jld fic;kin,g ~·· · ~ .Bt 
,£.B. Efq; . 

IS• An argument-to prove chat aman•y fo11 
fcit all, and yet have as atuch len. ,Jy Sir J. B-rt. 

16. Tbe feqfelc4"nefs offenftt, and ~ IUlre&foua.­
blenefs . of~-· .By a noble ~a, -ud aJ:lob ol 

"Je-.ned.diviaea. To whidl ia.Jdcled.·dle dirCJt aa4 
deat ofMr;. 11'-,.. 

J 7.. ~ difc(lari.q( fiqc:ecity _.. ~ ADCl ol 
,tlle ancient .canont- By.• molt reverend--

t·8. A -ueati(c t:l .-1c .U lUaory.. lit Ltvwf'~ 
,E-rtl. J). D. . 

•9· A fa:Juqn . .-inft .rebcUioq, .wlteD Jt Js .over, 
'By tJaerev. D-o of__,..;_ 

%0. A politial dialogue laetweeo Mr. 1£ -.1. Efq; 
pd a adlG~r. about CJIW..,B pa~Jor ntthes: Bt 
,cbe faid M.;. 'T -r Er,, 

2 1.· A :layu.add~ fi-CIIIl .a.e waive•y of o­
-~gainll the late coafeiracy, and .a'erting the iadif. 

.pawbJe duty .of allegiaace ad &bmdlioa to tk 
~s.tltMH, 

2~ T.he ~ptubed ~ Jy Yo­
ibifhop of Llljl.lf4.. 
· 2 3• Pro~• by the royal fociety C.,r the ad. 
.vanccmeot AI afeful JearniDg. aocler &he following 
lleads. 

Firtt, A .curious eiVJuiry .Hito the aze, !melt, and 
figtrc of pebbles ; one .vol. quarto .. 

Secondly, The automy of a l£1111/it.. OJ•s 
tg"tgi••· 6 tol. Qtbvo. 

Thirdly, Critical remarks upon the geniue, fex, 
voice, and ptobofcls of a grll}ihl}l"· 3• Yol!JIIICI io . 
.4JUrlO~ J 

Fowthly, An etray cowarda a 7thod o( 

/ ~ 
- ' 
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making nine-pins and card-matches. 'l'et~IIUIItUC" 
fuidtm lucu/111111m f!l famum. Six vol. in twelves. 

Fifthly, A new method of cropping and fcoulling 
human hair: Nu 11011 J:/fortatio erudita & max11i 
.-t~tti, circa to,Jurlls E;l capillitia vtur~~~n. For 
the benefit of barber furgeons; in a neat pocket 
Yolume. · 
· Laftly, Dt Jlfo~# Jicrttiorih•s, 11!Ji pr.eciJIIt f.1 
tiilucidt trllllatur Jt Arffinn:ia inur fiffiras tj"./111tdi 
p.egt"IIIIRiorts huju.ftt /.:rculi, (;f . alltiq:~as, ptrfjUillll ,.,ia. Dfhuijitio ttUd'.Jia & hrtvis. In ~lio with 
cuts ; being the 1110ft memorable and important dif· 
covery of that learned body unce their inftitution. 
and particularly .recommended and 8Jlproved ay the 
collegeofphyfic~ans~ · · ·. , . .. . 

~I thdi hools art 1rintttl and fila hy E-- Curl; 

• 

.IU tht thin man and apocrypha ilz tbt Strand. . 

. 
'· 
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.As for the rending if the church, we fiervemany na­
.fons to think it ,·s not that which 1.e labour to ;.,re­
vmt,fo much as the rmJing oj your _}ont{fical 
Jlerots: 'Thatflhifm would be the forejfflhifm to 
you, Mu.ToN. 

Neither NZn religirm receiw tnf} wound by difgrt~ct 
thrown upon tht prtlatts,jznu religion and thty 
forely were nroer mfuchamhy. They rather art 
the mm who ha'Ut WIUndtd religion, and their 
firipes.m'lft heal her. . IDEM. 

. • 

.-. : j 
t ' ··~ 
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frioted for Mr. CADELL in the Strand• 

Mr. KaAIULI!Y in Ludgate-llrcet; Mr. PAYNK 

and Mr. joHNSON in Pacer-nofte1-Row ; ud 
Mr. YovNG ander the Ro>al Exchange~ 

MD_CCLXVlll. 

.... . ~ 



I 0 
~ .. 

, 
'. 

., 

• 



(~i.) 

·To 

Mr . . John BartfJII, 
OF 

LONDON~ 

A s thil Volume con&lts of ¥CJ"1 

. inftrufri ve treatifes,. I infcribct 

h to you • both as a pu.blic acknawledge­
ment of. you; favoun to the Editor,. and 
alfo that I may have an opportunity of 
tlthorting you to zeal and ardour in ar­
ferting the principles of liberty .. 

You wi,Il here· fee, that the· thriflia• 
Rligion which co1uains every motive tO> 

go.odnefs perfonal and focia~~ and the-
A 1 defag~ 

I 
~ , 

• i 
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'~ef.gn of which was to.blefs all r.atiorP.,. 
and to make men univerfJIIy good and 
~a~py, hath be~n fo per\1Crted tnd abufed* 
as,to lx."'CQme the inftrument of opprefiit'a. 
and tyranny, and productive of tbofc very · 

tvils that it was intended to prevent Ol" 

remedy. 

You will perceive that aU tbefe mif~ 

chiefs have arifen from invcfting its. 
minifters with worldly power and do·. 
minion, contrary to the defign of i'ts. 
·author, ancfto the precepts and pattcrD of 
his gofpd. 

· You will find. that thefe 'men fo de­
gener .. ted from their firft inftitution, as 
t,o f.:t up for ruling, in flead of inft, ucting; 
and -tho~gh they pretended a zeal .for 
folll~, yet their behaviour plainly lhewed, 

th:tt ·(hey cared_ not what became of fou'S: 

if they could but obtain powtr and wrald(9 

the 

.... 
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t·lte -conftant 'objelb of their purfuit ;:: 
flnn fer' many a·ges thry manilefted eithel': 

. I 

tbe ·grolkftt ign·orance· of the nature andf' 

tfeftgn ofchriftianiry, or the : mOft wilful 
and wicked oppofition to it ; and that:· 
they fa blinded and deluded the people;. 

that temporal ideas -:Here confiantly annex~, · 

cd to a_religion that· . is fpi~it~al ; . and· 

Cbrifl'a kingdom,. which is not of thia.. 

WO;:_ld, wa~ made a worlJT)' kingdoo 
ind~ed! · 

. You will fee that w.hat_ they ullcd t:h_~7 
eburcb,, was a mighty Ba/Jt4 built upon. . 
tbe z:uins of rcafon, .righteopfnds, truch,.. 
f[PPdp,efs and· mercy,. an that is dear andt 

facred.r;o., 11\C!n! You will obferv, •. that:. 

llQlwithft:rnding it_wa$ the d~!igo of theiL\ 
holy office · to lead men to all, happinef.-,.., 
they have been the greateft. foes t? the. 
c;afe 'and comfort pf men, preferring at! 
alhimes "their own pride: · and· grandrur· tO.• 

tb& pe-ace and welfare of nations:: Th~t: 

~- 3' f...,fl· 
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for this· end, they. have· promoted and 

eJ)couragcd fup:rftition in 'the people. 
opprrffion ~od tyran~y ~n princes ; have • 

footheJ and Battered wicked kings in 

all thdr violent and ruinous meafures ; 
have preached doctriocs of .Oavery, juf-

.tified all defpotic and arbitrary encroach· 
ments ~ have taught that obedience en 
t~.e will of the P' ioce was the indifpcn­

f-lble duty of the peo~k, and that where 
the latter could not· iri eonfcience com. 

ply wich the demands of the former, 
thy. mull: not however relift, but be 

. pt~./fl'lJI where they could r.ot be attivt :· 
and that by thefe felfifh and lying doc­
trir:es, they have brought this nation to. 

the very brbk of ruin and perdition. 

It will here be manifefl: to you, that 

they were th~ men that bred aU the dif­
fOrd betwixt King Charles. I. and his. 
parliament; that fuch firebrar._ds as La11tl,. 

·M'an'U141ri"la· • 
. ·· . . . 
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Mtmri:J~~riifg, and others l the· Stidwtreli · 
~~hat d.sy) admed aad promoted all the' · 
cruet and pernicious Hitb-C•mlllijJiMI and.· 
~ courts, and hurried on -that · 
prince tD· thofc illtgal pratlicct, · which . 
afterwards juft ly brovghc him to the block:: · 
for it is evident that he defervcd ir, and . . 

that· the people were under a necetnty 
eitbtr of· cutting him ofF, or of being' 
Caves thcmfdves withO'.lt redemption. 

. . 
Jience you will learn, that it mull be , 

the extre~eft _ftupidi~y . and in(~at!o-, : 
the dfect . either of the grcateft igno~nce. 
or the greatd\ malic~, to c:ouotenance or. 
fupport any power io pridls; and that. 
it is the duty of all men to oppofe and . 

break their power by aU poffible means : 
that: ·it is poifoa aod dt ftru84on both. to . 
religion .and ciyil goJernmcnt, to. s•vt; 
tlac. mioifters -of religion any power, ex- . I 
cept tbat . of reafon and· pcrfua&n j-; this ;_ 1 
beag ail die power which.coniifts wid" the; 

1 nature . 

--



netUM of (hriftian:ity:(l fb:e·amliNtianal' 

rtngion) and. with Dhcrpcaccuad happimUk 
ef: · haman- fOc:i«y :. for: · daat: w~m 

pril:fb,fnul more power, thef ·a wayS. Bilk' 

ploycd;it to- the worft purJ>O&s• to.>bliwd,~ 
dec'ei:ve, and' enfl.ave· the· world·. 

• I ; 

· ~.u,. wilt le.un al(o. from hence, not to . . ' . . ' . . 
be abuft4 apd_ itmpofed upon by w~rds .. 
and f~unda, aad particularly by the word 
'hltt'&h, the moft fenfelcfs ,found of aU 
others, which has no-meaning but a wicked 
eoe 1 fo~·thc priefts never ufe ic- but eithel'> 
fur fond wperftition or terrible dominion ::· 
and when tht!y ·damn a man·in their cr~ds,: 
worry him in their diabolica.l courts, and: 

throw him into prifon, and ~all thi~. ril~ 
PO'W~ ~ the Churrb,, t·hey Cal) mean- n~­
thing by that ph raft but· their. wn.pawer -~· 
thefe. things being· as ~ontr.uy ·rQ chri~~--­
anity., as·they are to all r:eafon and &mtura"t 
j~fticc. And indec~ i£ the d1riflit111 r~. 

ligion· gmt: tho· ltaft~councc-.nce t.o fuoh.. 
': pr&aicca,. 

- - ...... ~- - ... . . ~ 
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pt#lkea,, I)D- ;mjrac:lc!l ~9ul4 fuppor~ itt:~· 
di.viM: paettlt¥Qill,- at-leal\ it ~;oulp nc?.e~, 
pro~ ffOOl a; rigbte~ . ._nd. gOP.d~~ng.., 
You will·hence .-tj.a withJcorn·t~e great, 
ar.gum~f!' urged by psicLls i~ fupp~ of 
t~c:ir qpP.fdii_v~ d~ngs, . _".uiz •. t~~~ tJ'~Y: 
ha-ve 'the "/o1JJ,J-,. 111, ~~~i'. fide • ~h.ich will: 
juA:ify Pope,y, the lnquifitifJ11, th,e Bafli(t,1 

and evc~y, tyranny under heaven.. r~u 

wili be amazed, that in fuch an age as this, 
an age boallin'g of light and knowledge., 
there fltould be fo mJDY abrurd dofuiAta: 
and fuch iniquitous prattice! in . the lfl•-' 
biijbed ·religion : w.itricfs the Atban•fi•"­
creed, &c •. and wimcfs the col)fifcation· 
w me~'• goods~ and the irt_'lprjfon~ent 
Or their pcrfons for non-payrntnt of cythe~. 
($'c. And finally,_ you. will hence pl~inli 
fee, that th~fe ~e~ are the-.grearefl tricnc!s' 
t~ ·'rodety' and worthy of all fuppori: Ina 
e~couragcment, who ·are· for ftrlpping 
priefta of all their power : . mat . to vilify: 
fi ,· . . .. . . . . ~· ;. .~ 

I 

~ 
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~d ~buG: fuch men. it monflrous. feD, 
and a fort ofh~ht!reafon to tbtcom!Vl&o~ 
wealth ; fince· the J*blic. ca~t ha¥t no fe~ 

'urity for its kaetty aRtt happinefs~· •hi:lft· 
priefts arc rampant and mighty • and they. 
and their trumpery wilt ftourifh 'eternaJJy. 
ii no man· 'ftiall dl:r~ tO c8ntrtdiB: an~ op-
pofe them.· ~: · · •' 

Thefe, Sir, arc reftetlions, which a man. 
of your underftanding wiH naturally make­
on a per~fal of the following tratl:s;· which 
beins of, ~reat wo~th and valur, .o~ very. 
i:iitcreftin'g and important fubjeCls, arct 
,h~re collcCled and prcfc:rv(d : and I pcF- · 
fi.Jade my~ I£, .that they will have· a pla~• 
in every library, among other defences o( 

llbcrtr and the rights of mankind;. 4gainl\ 
all'inndcrs and· opprelfotS.thereaf. · ... · 

i 

l ,only add, that it \\lUI give .me a fin• 

au~ar pleafur:e to find shat this dedication.· 
,ontcibwes COt r:ous: .6r1n eftabWhm~nt in 

the· 



, 

rh1 ·I) :a ·D It At' i o -~· xi 

. the pnndplesofliberty~ and that I arn with 
·die mol\: "hearty · wifises for -JOU!' wolfarc 

. and h~ppinefS, . - . 
l .. 

- . r. 

. ',. , \ . ' ~ 

. . 

~i~ardB~n. 
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~·s H 0 R T V I E W. 

T HE behaviottr of the 'Clergy baTiag 
. feemed to be very extraordinary Oll 

fome late occalions, I was led by 
my Fe8e~Hons on that head to make fome 
further enquirf, than I had hitherto done, 
\\'hat the conduCt of that fet of men had been 
from the mot-e early times of our gO¥crnment 
dQwn to the prefent, and what had beea 
the opinions gf tbe wifeft of oar anc;cllors 
about-it. 

I ·tho11ght it was far from improper at this 
time to know not only what refiriCl.ions to the 
f>OW'r and wealth of the church, the legi· 
.Oature Iiad.former:y deemed requifite, but alfa 
whether the clergy had not by their behaviour 
made thofe rellriclioos abfolutely necelfary. 
From thence we may better know what IQ 

think of t-keir clamours of late, upon · any at­
tempt to put the leafi limits to their property, 
or rellriCtions to their po\tter, in fuch cafes, 
where it might be made ufc of to opprcfs aay 
of their fellow-fubjetls. 

B s For 



For though the rmonablenefs of laws te 
prevent the abufe of power, or an exorbitant 
increafe of property in any fet of mc;n,_ where 
there is only a probability of eit-her, .is itfelf 
fu.ffident to recommend the enaBing -them, 
even though we had not tlready beea feufrbte 
offuch abufes; yet the ,nec:eaity of fuch !awe 
Is fi:ill further enforced, when founded -oo ex-

. amples and experience, ud con6rmecf by tbe 
opinions of our ~-ife .predecetros. 

It is for thk -reafoa, I troa"hle dle pub­
lic with the following fileets, that by Iayin« 
befor-e them -in as. lhort aad compendious a 
manner, as I am able, an hillorical acc:ouDt 
of the condult: of the clergy of this nation, 
as far as it any way affelt:ed civil aft'airs fJnce 
the'time of William l. they may form a judg­
ment from matters of faa, how far necelfary 
all precautions in the laity againfi: tbe defigos 
of the clergy arc, according as they fee thi~ 
conduct of theirs bas promoted the public good 
or otherwife. 

Whoever looks iota our antient .biftories, 
will find the clergy have been always guided 
by a difiinlt: interefi of their own, moft frc· 
qu~ntly contrary to that of the nation: inftead 
cf arrert!n'1 rl•e !ihcrty of the people, they 

:~ J 1.' ~: 



trtll OaTHOliOXV jhate11. 5· 
hve been moll infirumental in .all attempt• 
to dcftroy it ; inltead of propagating g~aerous 
Dotions of freedom, they have conllant1y en­
tfeavo~red to iQ!lil ipto ~he minds of men 
the mol\ tlavifh maxims, and taught lcfi'on~ 
4>f the moll: blind and ahjea fabmiffion. 

Their oppofitioo. to power,. whenever they 
ltave made any,. has generally been facHout 
and (elfilb, not grounded on motives of re• 
sard for the good of the commonwealt-h; 
but occafK>ned b7 fomc attempt. upon their 
temporal intercl\ or privileges, which was 
dtcn no other than ajuft intention of retrench· 
ins their cacroac:hmentt upon d1e crown, aad 
people. 

AccordiDgly we may Qbferve, that die mol\ 
dangeroue defigns againft the public: have 
been formed by fuch of our princes, who be-

. gao with fecurlng the clergy to their intereft 
by great condefcenfione to them ; for we fel­
·dom find the clergy to ·have failed returning 
the compliment by a concurrence In promot~ 
ing the moft ·arbitrary attemptl by their doc:· 
'trine and aaions. . 

The afe t~ dergy . ha1e made of wha' 
power they have acquired under fuc;h princ~ 

B 3 has 
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bas always been moft infupportable to tb 
laity, efpecially to fuch as have oppofed it. 

I will not detain the reader any Joogec 1 
from forming his_own judgment on. this fob .. 
jell", but hafien to my relation of falls, by · 
which only I defire he m..ay be determiDcd, 
.s he Jhall find them agreeable to truth, to. 
which I have endeavouted to have. the ftri8eft.. 
1egard .. 

The battle of H'!flints, aaiued by the duke: 
of Nwmantl~ 'WOuld have been very far from 
determining the fate of ·this CQUQtr:r, bad the 
Englijh fafficieotly united· in its defence. He; 
was in poii'dUou of but one cafile in the ·king­
dom, that of DOfJ~. The earls Morcar and 
Edwin, who bad dillioguilhed tbemfelves al­
ready in the defence of their . country, had 
ihut them~lves 'OP in LundQ" with. the re· 
ll;)ains of the: arm f. defeated at Hojlin,s .. 
Will/am could not wilbout evident· danger 
march hito the heart of th.e ~ingdom, and. 
)~aye that city. behin,d hito in potrdJion of 
his enemies ; nor could be lay .liege to a place:a 
that would cofl bim much time, and · employ 
th~ greate~ part of his army, which wu no 
large one, without leaving an . 'the remote . 
~ol,lnties in Engla11tl at liberty -to take · pro.. 
per meaf-grcs for their fccurity, aod to raifo 

. {evcral 



· 1111J Oil THODOXY jhakeif, . 1 
w.tral armies, whicb iblgllt have bceD greatlJ 
fupcrior to his no. . . 

Whllil he wu in d.is perplexed Gtaatiollt 
the E•ilijiJ had ao nafoo to defpair; and in­
deed the two tarls juft meodooed ufed all their 
drorts to uimare tbc i.mMur1. 

To unite them the more, it was propofed to 
declare young l!tlg•r king. In this generous 
cle6gn it waa reafonable to think, the clergy 
wou!d have QDaDimoafiy coacarred. Oae 
would expcfl to find that body of men mak­
~ ufe of aU their ioSanac:e . over lhe people 
to iofpin: them with a feofe of the duty, they 
owed their country, and the obfig:nions they 
were under to venture their lives io defending 
it from an ·army oi rapitious adwnturcra 1 

that they would have . ~P~t.?yed their iDtCP-t 
ce.ffion with heaven (which they wonld wil­
Hngly have thought to be fo elficaclous) to 
avert the impending fiavery, and by it bne 
promoted a confident zeal in their coU&trymen to 
exert themfclvcs wkh iatrepidity in fo giOiioot 
a eaokt · 

But how little was .the- public good any 
motive of the\r condua! they coutd Dot think 
of continuing a war, which expofed the laud9 
of the church to rapine and dcfolatkm, whea 

.a.. - 0, 
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~' • tiWt\J Nlfic:• r» me Jibert7 or •• 
(ellow:fubjelts, they had it la th•ir poftl' to 
make their own terms : they could oot help 
\)ei.ot p..-t~ in fno11r of nae, who had aa­
derta~a his ea\Crpriac wit~ the ~uateuD« 
t# the AORCI: ud t!My tho.pt the duuch 
might make an ~iaD Qf. walth aDII p:~wa 
under a prin~:e, that had the cbaraBer of be­
ing· rcligias, ancl who ·c:aulcl not 'bat tbiok 
lU•ftlf a wier tbe grea&efi obligations tG them • 
.Dlaulcl the peoplt h' their meat be prmiled 
em ao rccdTo bia for their kiDrJ. 

· With thd'e Yiewl' thi=y oppofed the defip• 
•f lh• · people, who bad DOW come co a refo­
latioD- of placiq yoaqg • Bipr on the throat J. 
but by the bUhopt declaring for}l'iUU.., the 
citiJea. were bf their example at laft prmlll'd 
on to open t.hcir gates, aad receia: bina. 

. That. by \he.IP'*Ilfld cabllf of tb4 clef3 

...e the 6"6iifo 4iBiaafied· {l'QIIl unltiQ(I irao 
defcaco Gi tbr:i11 c:ouatry·; and tile dcfira~U 
Jat• Glf J~tt}'; ~Oft •w.f ~U~ bf pcu., . 
dent and who1c:.fome laws, which th.ey bJ4 
~njoyed under the race of Saxon kings, w.a• 
~Difd {or: ·lbC: oppreSi.1C. fJ6>VCCIUDCDt. of a 
Nvm411 inva~er. · 
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Nor was it long before tlle c'ergy themfelves 
fuuod, how ill grounded their feUHh policy 
had· been, notwithfta~ding the mooafieries had 
a 4\Jte io the ditlributioa of kiog Har•lll• 
treafure ; but· what oppofition any of 'the-. 
made to the inva.Gon of their· OWD rights. 
when they had given up thofe of theiJ: coun­
try, fcrved only as a pretext for a more rigo­
rous tr.eat~enr. 

'_nu.riog the life of Wili.mtt R'!{111, the c:ler­
gy felt,.fo.great a lbare in the general op­
p.re.ffion of that. relgp, and were always fo 
difregar.de4 by hi~, that they had- vory little 
opportunity of furnilbing any cir.cumfianc:es 
by their c:ondua worth relating here. It may 
DOC llowever be amifs tO obferve, that the 
pr9moter and in,Llrumcnt of all this opprd'JOa . 
aod violence, was Raulph .Flllmbert, bHhop 
of DMrhflm •. ' 

, Hmr1 I. had not ben long on the throne. 
before t~e encroaching . fpir.it of the c:burcb 
difcovered itfelf iil the perfon of Anftlm, arch-

. bUhop of Canterbury. That haughty prelate 
rcfolved to wren from the king his right of 
iovefiiture of bHhops and abbots ; a prero- · 
gativehis predeceftors had enjoyed without dif .. 
tur~cc, and with great rcafoD; for Othe~~ 
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wife the clergy might have made it one of 
their pretences for denyiag, the~y owed· the 
foundation of theior authority to the dvil power-. 
Jo purfuance of this defigB, upon the kiog's 
fhewiog fome refolution at firR: to maintain 
llis right, Anftlm, attended by feveral prelates 
who had refigned their bHhopricks, i·nfolently 
carried his complaints to R,m,, aoct defirecf 

. the pope by hjs fole authon"ty to re-iaftate 
· them ia their fees. We may hlftt· from 

• M. Paris, the. good arc:hbifhop jp.dged it no. 
!mony in fo righteous a cau(e, to make nfe 
·of the rhetorick of gold with his holincfs, 
who faUed no.t to. grant- his 11equeft. In this 
~aQncr did the ambitibn. of that prelate not 
only invade the juft rights of the king, but 
introduced' a pr.ec.edent, through. the want of re­
folution in Hmry, tending to render both him 
and his ftJccelrors ll'aves to the·papat authoritY\ 
w.htcb never failed' by its interpofition ia all 
affairs of this kind to improve them to its own 
~dvantage. 

Upon the death of Hmry, we are fbrnifiie.d· 
with a moll: lively in!lance of the regard, the 
Clergy paid· to tbe _JUoR folemn o.aths take11. in 

· • TaiTt filtt tltllllnl~ma, fJf'"' nulli tk!Ji ~,,. 
jtm:it ( t/amm1J1 t~lhi II itp~it/ 'VII r11!J1i iflltrUtlat) 
1•"'/triptDI- lf!Uifou ~- llilb~ttts. aJ prij1illlll JipitMN 
.fll/tr'('""iter rM:ot4'1Jit.. M. Pt~ris, }!• 1-9- ... 
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tiM moll public manner. Before the depar­
IIU'e of the late king to Nrmna~ he caUe4 
ao • aU"embly of the great mcu, in which the· 
bilhopa were the fir:fi, that {wor:e to acknow­
ledge hia daughter the empref• M•tiltla foe 
their foverei~ in cafe y,,, died withouc 
iJruc male. The riglst of bil'lh uodonbtcdlJ 
pleaded in her behalf, ahd bcr 4cfcent by 
her mothell's fule from the race of St~kO'f 
kiogs. was •· circumftaoee, wbiczb could DOt 
bat greatly recommend bcr to the. E11glijln 
Ho.wcRt:, H.:~~rl•· death, which: felL out ia 
a fhort time after, wn. BO feoa~.kaowo, th• 
&he clerlf declar.ed iA · fa YOur of &~hM, and­
lly their example, not only. couQtenaaced part 
of the nobility iD the wiolatioa of the oath foo . 
lately taken to. M•tilu, ~ut by thciF (\\PCI'ior 
powe&! in. the kingdom dctc:rr,d .etbers fromo 
oppofiog their defigoa. Th'' arc:libUhop of 
Canttr~ury, ~e .bifhops. of 1l'i11ch¢11',. &Del 
8ali.foMrJ.t were tbret ·of the richeft. fubje8s ia 
Eng/1111i.: the .Ia& owed. hia. rife, from. nothing· 
at it were, to the la~e kiog. whofe will bet 
w.as UDifatefullJ now goioi t.0 fubYert. t wUl 
juG mention 'what Ropi" &ys au this occafion,. 
who. entirelf attributes. St'Pitn'• advancement 
.to the clcrgJ.. " 1t waa (fay& lie) a great ad~ 
~ JaDtage to· Stt;}Nn· to b&v_e; fo.:: him. tbr.ec: 

• MA·I.u6.ftl. 9Cjllo . . 
r -~ ··~ 
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" pretatei; ;,bOre intc.-eftr fecrut«l Wan· the. W.. 
n frages. of the clergy. nit body was dwtl 
" fo powerful, that the tay-lorda who 1Ver~ 
" · not in the plot, did DOt fhini tlsemfelvn 
.. abl_e to,-oppofe ~be defign, which they Caw 
cc: was ~tircly_ forsncd, ¢ placieg 8ttpbtil on 

• ~ the throne~ flnc:c all the bifuops cfeclared ill 
" his favour,· not one attempted to fpeak fo• 
" Matililo, fb great an 1nltuence had the ex .. 
'' ample and aathorit)' of the 'clergy b-m" the 
.,_ minds, of ~e nobfes· atid- people." How 
falfc! the' affenions· were, on;-.hlch· the bialopt 
grcninded' ·the· e-vafiolJ ol _their- oaths; appears 
from tbe opinion of ·Mahsm,• That bilto· 
tian mentioning the reafoo, whieb the biat.op 
of SaNs!Jury alledged in his hearing; conc:ludc:S 
with faying,. thllt' he • does not mention it 
thel'e ~s giving· any credit to tho~' wbrds of a 
man; who_ <:oul~ fo well . accommodate himfclf 
to all times, as fortttne fhifted ~the · fcene~ but 
in order to difcharge hls duty as an hillorian. 
Let us now fee how they ~ha,ed to that Sti­
P~"'' whom they had ·placed on_ the thfone~ 
They were ~ot ·long befo.re they £hewed the . 
ufe, they intended to make o.f the. adv11ncement 
of a king, who ~as indebted (olely to thcm­
{elves for it. They fuppofed~ he wo~d not 
ihink it his intereft to difiurb them in the 
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.tclign they had formed; of e,nbMcing tbc pre· 
Milt epportnnity to reodet thc:mfelves formida­
altle~ add become indepeodent of ·him and his 
tooceiiOrs fer -the lature. In order to aecom• 
pl"lfh this projeBt, they not cmly ·fortified fach 
caftles, as tbey bad- · ahudy ia their bends, bat 
erettcc~· ffwcnl aew ones. They out•lecf all 
the nobility ta the mageifieeke of their houfet 
aud retinue, and aJfetted 'to ·appear fo nume­
ronlly attended on an occafions,_ that thej 

, looked mu_c~ mor~ 'li)te · llli!itary c~iefs at.: th; 
bead of {6 many httle armt~s, th~n the Df«:ek 
and peaceable pallorS of Chrit\'~ ft~k. :. : : . . . . . . 

· It ~aonQt be.woode~ed-~c,: .t)J.~ar~a behi~~ 
of thi$ kipd l\iar~ed tbe kiQ,$, ·AA~· almolf AC~ 
ceffitated him to take tho(~ (l~pJ towanh do .. 
priviog · fome of them pf 'their cafttCi, .which 

' • ~ f 
afterwards involved b!~ 1n fo. much tro.Jlblc. 
It was .not onl1 his own private fentiJDJDflt 
which detei.mined him in, ~hat point, b11t m. 
advice of moft of the; nobles c::oric::urre-4 with 
his owo. 'opiniQD,_ tha~ (oiQe fiop lluwld ~ 

, pot to the for,IJlidable powe.r of the bUha})l •, 
whicli. increafcd fo fall:. · · But however de-
1irablc this m~ght ~' it was naw oot to be~ 
effcCl:ed : the clergy had fo great an ia.flucoce 
aver the lower people, that the Aatioo. was ~ 

. ' ~ · Mtthlrll.fll. 'I OJ, .. . . .. 
-~ 
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11 Aame at the Jdog's fciziog the biihop's caftt~ 
Religion itfelf was leoked upon as innded~ 
wbh;h, aa .R.tlpin fays, was now thought to. 
confift in upholding the church in whatevu 
privileges and immun\ties. Ole herfelf was 
pleafed to alfume. The bilbops openly talked 
of oppofiog the kiag. by IU'IDI, and became Co 
tlrong, that great number.s ef .the la.y lords 
thought it fafefi to go 'over to their fJdc. 
Sttphm had indeed fome time bcfor.e given 
the people in general too- much caufc te altCP 
the good opinion they had. once. entertained 
llf him ; and we find fevcral baroa.s !lad then 
llkm •P a~~ms. againft him in d'efenc.:c of lbeit 
liberty : but that aWait bad at tbie tiaw boen• 
made up, and·, as I before· obfcrved, it was 
cow the fentimente of moft of the lay-lords, 
that the power of the bUhops required a fio.P. 
to be put to il t tbou&h when tbe attempt ha<t 
embroiled tbe king hi tltefc: troubles, but fe\V 
of thofe lord's bad recovered ttieir efteem for 
bim fo far, as· to alfcrt his caafe with the zeaT,. 
they would' otberwife have done, and draw 
npon themftlves the fury of a body of men at: 
that time more formidable tban. their own. 

Bat· that tbe ground J this- quarrel was .no.. 
national" caufe,. appears farther from hence. 
Had the poiat in dif,Pn~ concerned tlie pu6Jic 
libca:ty, the kiaa fiiJJ~ ~c ~wCII4l fgr his; 

ca,.. 
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t:ontfall: ooly before the great couoc:il of the 
.kiogdom ; whereas in this cafe . he was cited 
befDre- a fyngd at Wiltlh!flw •, conRDed bJ 
the biilop of that place as legate : which not 
enly Olews the difpatc to be particular with 
thebUhopt, bat was itfelf a greater infult oft'ued 
\he COIDIIluity, thaD ·ev« 81~ had bccD 
guil!J·of. · 

Daring this difpute, Matiftla thoagJit it • 
favourable junClure to land· in E"1./antJ, .lAd 
claim her right to the crown. She no fooaer 
ar,rived, than. \be clergy were forward. to d~­
dare for her : but the bi1hop of Windnjlr, 
who had hitherto chie8y excited aad promoted' 
abe troubles. of the kiog his br.otbcr, begun 
now to fee his error iil railing the ftoraa 
Co high, and that hia own ruin would be iofepa­

. nble ftom tbat of bil brother.. With thia 
confideration,. he, aa firft, did him fame lCrvicctJ 
but no fooner had the chance of war declared 
itfelf io. favoul' of Mt11ibltl by St'll-'• be­
ing tate& prifonel', thaa be agaltl, threw. up 
his br_otber's caufe, and woo by a· promife, that 
he fhaulcl difpofc of aH eccleliaftkal prefer­
ments, audertoot to procure M.lili• the fa~ 
~ages of the ctergy to ele& ller. queen. Ita 
erder to this he coovenecl' a fyood by liia ~p 
lioe authority, the day before the opng, of 

• M./1111& 
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which he conferred in private firft with tlte 
bithops, then with the abbots, and lallly with 
the arch-~cons. When the time appointed 
for their meeting wat come, after he had made 
a fpceeb, iit which he publiokly alfertcd • tbe 
priocipal right of chtsflog a prince bdooged ro 
tbc<lergy, the fynoo declared. M•tiiiM queen. 
It was thus with an unheard-of, and unprcc~­
.dent~ infolence the clergy alone pretended to 
·g~ve the nation a fov.ereign without confulting 
the barons, . nay contrary to the ft:ntimen~s of 
11\any. pf them~ who· had at this time fent 
'their depudes wlth thofe of ~he· city of Ln­
dD;, to d~mand . Srtph~n·.s. liberty. Bat thls 
mefl'age'had no ot~er cffed: than to draw an 
excommunication u.eon the· king and his ad-
herents. : · · 

· H~er monflroas this coodld appears to 
.be, the meafarc·of their iafolent and treache­
rous proaedioga was not jet compleate4: for 
in.a very lhort time afterwards tltc bilhop of 
Wi~~th.jJ1r baring been difobliged· by M4tiltl4, 
he qace QWI'fl defert~d her caofe ; and a.fl'em­

. blin~J .aaother fynod at Wijilnilljhr t be' found 

.his l;>rethre\} nothiag loath in undoi.ug, what 
.they. had .fo llttely done .at U'incb(/itr. Stc­
phm, who was now at liberty, haviog beell 

!' M.'6.fol. 106. t lbid.fi/, tp8. 
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exchanged for the duke of Gi.Mt!JIIr, wat •&liD 
.:boudgect' bit them ills kmg, ··*' ·MatNJ. 
ia ~· tuta aicom.aalcacecl ·with· 'het' :atffle.: 
m1t1. · Tkia chaasc feoa reodlled ber·af&it9 
"- dcfperate, tkat ll~ WIJ ~eel· to qait thiS 
tingdom, and leave 81tphm ia ,oae•a. of • 
crown, which he lirft obtained, afte.rwardt 
loft, and agaio TCCO'fiCrcd hy eke iRII'ip• •ct 
power of the ccdefiafticka. 

The power tbc chnch aSUmed to itCelf itt 
tbe uext reign. nd tbe entire inde~ce' 
... the flue, .that lt laid claim to~ mdently . 
appears in the conteft bctwc:ea H,., n. ancf 
Bui1t. The laity were reduced to a kind of 
lavery by tbe clergy : "'hateYer ootngea they 
il.fFcred from them, they darll not repel, for 
feu of a.cotlliDDDicatioD (the effeaa of which 
were at that time fo tei'Jible) ner could 
they expe& auy raefl from the Jawt, fiDCe" 
the ec:defiaRicks c:bimed a pririlege- of being 
tried oniJ· in · theit' own courti ; there every 
thiag wae canied on with the molt open· 
partiality ; the ecclefrall:icks were ~ly lla­
\le to flight correenons, and· for the molt 

· heinous crimes pnnithed no further than with. · 
degradation, filort fufpcnfion, or Jbort coo­
fiaemeot, 

It ·. 
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. It wu proved •, there had been aboYe • 
baadre4 murders committed by charc&meo 
Goce the kiog's acc:eJJioo to tb4 throne, of 
Who~ DOt ODe bad bccD paniQaed. i> mudt. IS 

by degractatloo. · 

·For attempting to redrefs fuch an uapa­
ralleled enormity, the king and the whole 
body of peers in parliament, were treated by 
this haughty prelate with that i.ofoleoce, and 
open contempt of their authority, as fills CVWf 
reader of this part of our hifl:ory with the \U­

mofi indiption, 

Of fuc:h confeq.aence is it at an tim~s tl> 

preveat every fiep, which may infenfibly tend 
~o.procure fach wealth and power in the dergy, 
•r aay · et:Per fet of men, as Pl8Y create an 
indepeodeDCJ i·n them i unce we fee· a prince 
of Co much fpklt, a& lh11'1 II. it allewed to 

be, for endeavouring to retreach :th&t part of 
eccleuallical ofurpation, which protelled cri· 
m inals from jl.lfike, forced to attone for thi• 
fo unchrillian and wicked attempt, by the 
Qaoft abjea condefcenuoa and fubmillion.1 
th.ough his defign bad the good wilhes aad 
concurrence of all the nobilitf in the king• 
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•om, who at this time groaaed uadcr the 
ecclefiaftical yoke, 

R.lchartl l's wa1 a reign, in which we find 
Yery Httle !aid of eccleflaftical affiin or per• 
fans·. That prioce was but a few JDODths ia 
Entlrmtl after he ca•e to tlae crown. The 
accounts of that tillle chiefly concern that ro­
mantic expedition of his to the H,t,-ltPuJ. 
fo expenfive to his country, and f~tal to 
himfelf in being maic prifooer by the .eaa­
peror. 

The tyrannical gonrnmeet ofldag J•h11 mac:te 
the oppontioo, wbkh he .met with from hi• 
·barons~ aa indifpeofabl~ duty, they owed them-

. felYcs, their country, and pollerity. The tem· 
J?Cr of this m~narcb was fuch a mixture of 
folly, pride, and meannefs, that it was impof­
.fible, but he ftlould embroil · himfel£ with aH 
fets of men, however different· aad Ofpofite 
their lnterefis might be. Therefore though 
the clergy feem to have a great Olarc in the 
events of thi~ reign, we filould however care­
fully difiingu.Uh the motiYel of their condua, 
as well as cOBfequences of it, from that of the 
barons. The firft troubles of importaDct iB 
&his reign wed:tomcrcly ecclcfi~n~. The 
pope's nomil1ating cardinal La1rgt1n to the fco 
.t Cant~rbur1, plllt&Cd tbe kingdom into Yt'fY 

'rcat 
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~Aat-~ldca Ull mi~ •. Tl\c Woe'• ....-.; 
fa) to admit him a~ archbilb~p, brouaht ao iDo 
terdiet: oa the kingdom; and the clergy were­
to ·far from being· difplcafeci at this ufurpuioa 
ia. the rope, tkat t'bofc few of teem, who wouW 
ll(iUiajlJ h•ve lctl'coed the acncral confo4icxt 
eccafio'*'bJ thcintcrdiel-, bycontinui.ogtopcr. 
foan the datia o~ their olice,. fuch as rcedq 
pr~yer, burying the dead, a.nd tbc like. met with 
continual in fults. from- the aealots •. Thit 
drc.w UJOa the ecc;lefiafficka the king's ntmoft 
feverity, who feized on their lands, impri-

. foned their perfons, and committed all manner 
of outrase• on them. · TlM iatcrdiet was fooo 
after. followed by aG CJIC:.OIIUDuaicatioa of tho­
klas, aod tbt people were abfoh'cd bJ tbc pep 
from tb.clr oath of allegiaace .. 

Tbe DatioD iD ge~~eral had bceD 10 maclt 
Qpprei"cd, that. the blroDI took &his occafioa 
to threw oft' all obedience to kiog 1Ji•. Had 
he been a pri~e in the cftecm-of his fabj«b, 
ao doubt tbey would have greatly refentecl 
t~is iofuk to their {oy~ign. But the coo~ 
fcqueoce waa, tho kina to· fup~rt hi~felf 
epioi dle !ord•, found himfelf obliged ro 
{q~ to. the holy fee, w~c reconciliatioa 
was to be purchafcd oo DO ~~ terms than a 

refignation 
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.rdignatioo of tus crown. after the mGft igno­
f~Jinious maonc:r to ·ttte pope, in the perfoo of 
:bis legate ; which be was to receive back, and 
,bold ever after .as his vaJfal, attd as fuch to 
-pay-a yeariJ tribute. The general defc8:ion of 
iJie barOM, which 'followed, thoagb they made 
a political ufe cf tbefe ttOutifes, yet was a thing 
.quite diflina from them, and founded wholly 
·OD principles of liberty. And as tbe gtouod~ 
were diftereot, fo were the conCeqaeDCes : the 
·lirft rendered the kingdom tr.ibutary to the 
fie of RtJmt, the latter procured the figning of 
Mag•a Ch11rta, that bris of the ftbcny ci 
Englt~nti ever .liuce. 

It ·will ·perhaps be faid, that 'after the recoa­
ciliatioll of Jllhn to the PQpc, from whicli 
time he condemned 'be baroos oppo.fition, aocl 
feat a. legate to Rconcile the king to the 

' dergy, -yet they ftiJI refu.fed to coanply with 
the terms propofed, and fev~raJ af them ad· 
hered 'firmly to the cauk of tfte barons. 

But .we may with great. teafoo ccmclade the. 
(l)efidcratit>n of tlteir own particular intereit: 
wu · w.hat io&ueea:d them chicty on thiit ec:.-: 
.a.fiou 1 for the reparations fettlcd by the • pope· 
for 'Cbe damages, the clergy had fufiained from 

• M. P,.u. 
the 
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_ But that thdr tcgard ~r tlut ~- of tt. 
laiC)' wu PQ &rcatet than at OlDer tidlO., plata.­
Jy appear.s f~ tbe opeca attempts they daea­
ielvcs made. cow,r4fs f,bvcrtleg:tlle la.'WJ, whidl 
~J lord: c;H, ID$li®J'ia .hb ·pr~ • cbe 
.,-hull; ,/,; •. " iD . tl!te · forty·k&:ond JQt of 
~ H;, :Ill. IlPifo" ardJbUhop- ~ C.W­
f'· llttry, IIJaCk dimfc anci maay CIDODI aad 
~ conftitati<* pro,iadal, dl~y ~id tbe 
~ laws of the .realm, ·and-teodiog t6 ofurp and 
\' . .au:roach 8pob :mao,' matters- which appt· 
~ JeMly btlenged· to ~e :cOmn10a law ; bat 
• ~thftaoiing the gr~tne& · of -Bonifau, 
• 'ani that dmne of the judges or the realnl. 
• were of the clergy, aud ail the great o111cen 
• of the. realm, as cb~or, trcafarer, privy 
" fell, · ~c •. were prehttcS; ytt the judge!! pro­
" _ceeded according . to the; Jaws' of the realm, 
" arid mn kept, .th~agh , with great difficUlty,. 
.c the eccle6aftical courts\vithin their juft an!! 
" proper limits.'' . w c: may reafonably con­
clude, had the kiog taken the method, fome . 
qt' his m!)re polltic fuccelfors. have done, of 
attaching the clergy tQ his ~terell, by thew-_ 
ing a zeal for th,eir pretended rights, and a. 
readincfs in .contributing to the advan(:CJDent. 
of their riches and power, and· ~~d himfelf 

• Smllli <rJQ/, if l11;f. 

only 
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only plundered and haraffcd his other fub· 
jeC!s; 'he would' have met with their full con· 
eorrcnce· in·· hls defigns: and all.prccautions iti 
the laity for the feciuity of their libertyi would 
have been cenfured as unwarrantable, and re· 
beltious. For what coufd not be expeaed 
(rom a fet of men1 whofe power and weafth 
were·bei:oina: fo dangerous-to liberty, and their 
endeavo\us to encreafe them fo firimuoas,'·tbat, 
tis the great man jufi .quoted fays, it was with 
great difficulty the laws of the land were refcued 
(rom their all-engroffing amJ?ition ? 

, In thi~ and the following. lfiga,· we· may 
obfcrve, how difficult it ~as by the wlfcft 
provifions and reftrielions of the law to pre­
v.ent the clergy· from -evadjng fuch fiatutea as 
!et any bounds to thdr wealth or power. A~ 
the time of .figai.og Magna Charta by Henry, 
the barons were fo fen.Gble of the da.ngerous 
cQnfequence of the immenfe riches, the church 
was every day acquiring, that they inferted a 
c.laufe to prevent the further difpofition of 
lands t.o religious houfcs. But the clergy found 
fo many ways to creep out.of that liatuto, and 
their polfeffions continued fiill to encreafe fo 
fa!\, that in the 'feventh of Edward I. the lla• 
fute of mortmain was enaaed to the general joy 
-of the people. The words intended to provide 
agaiofi their devices arc fo llroog, that I will 

VoL. II. c iofert 
\i 

.. I 
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' , infert them here : " • ~rmJ ""llr11 rtGgiD/111 

~' aut a/ius gui'""'l"' t1rras 11111 ltlllmtnl• 

" alifJUtl 1mtr1 TJtl ""''''' fu/1 e~lort tU11tJ­
" tio,is aut ttrmini,'' (and to prevent all 
other inYentions and eyafions, tbcfe general 
WOrds Were added) " lllll Ttltil,l a/ttnUS ti• 

" tuli ttrras tlUI ''""""'til ab 11/igu• r·~eiptrt, 
" tmt ali• fUifJis mDdl, fJJ It vel i ngmi•, foi 
" o~ropriart pr~ejumat, fub ft~risfatiura IIITtln• 

" d~rNm.'' 

A mao would have thought, fays my lord 
CDite, that this fhoold have prevented all new 
devices ; but they foon found out an evalian 
for this ftatute alfo. 

lb the progrcfs of this reign we fee the 
~unds of their oppo1ition ia the former fully 
tnade out by the willingnefs, the clergy lhewed, 
in making ufe of ,the pope's authority, when­
ncr it chimed wich their own interell : they 
now made a bull of Bonifa'' VIII. t a pre­
tence to ex(mpt them from the payment of 
any taxes to fecular princes, without the con­
fent of the holy fee; and by fo doing, openly 
put themfclvea upon a foot of independence 
on the reft of the kingdom; and even alfumed 

• s, l11ri C11lrs lrlfJZ"" tharttt, th. jl). 
,t M. Wtjl. 405. Wa!fi-z. I• 68. 

a 
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·a ru perierity' by deClaring they were not obliged 
to join with them in contributing to the public 
expences. • 

In the clofe of this reign, the bilhops give 
us a further more convincing proof of what 

. I have be(ore f;,id, that hitherto whenever 
they lhewed a difapprobation of ~ny innoYa• 
tions or oppreffion~, it was merely becaufe 
they had no lhare in die profits. Etiwartl, 
:notwithfianding the encomiums of fome hi­
fiorians, had no lefs fondnefs for arbitrary 
power than hjs pre~eccifors, though his fuperior 
underftandiDg made him ienlible, how neief­
fary it was to conceal it ; of which he was 
convinced· by the refolute behaviour of fome of 
the barons~ · Howner, towards the decline 
of his life,· he began to alt with leli refem 
in that refpell-; and hning procuN:d· from 
R1me a difpenfation of his oath, in regard ro 
the two charters, · he by virtue of a grant 
from thence levied the tenth of all cccldialli­
cal revenues for two years ; io con1ideratioll 
of wbicb, the pope rcfe"cd to himfelf the 
firft-fruita of all ··the benefices.· Hcte otle 

, would imagine, tha.t the chief men of; the 
clergy were concerned in ~he grearell degree 
to prevent any innovation_ ef this kind; which 
fo particularly -affected their Own body; but 
in this ·care was tateR, · t~at the bilhops thould 

c a have 
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ha~ a fellow.feeling, and therefore they quiet­
ly fubmitted to -it: for • M. of W tjlmin. 
j/tr tells us, the pope was induced to this 
through the covetoufnefs of the bilhops, who 
.fubmitted to this innovation, on conqirion 
a hat, they might cejoy one year'~ profits of all 
.racant bcqcfices in their gift •. -. At the fame 
time the parliament t fuewed a ·more di6o~ 
-tcreGed regard for the clergy, than their on 
heads had done, by prohibiting the colledors 
to gather the tax, though the power of the 
king P\llde their prohibitions ufelc:fs. 

Never was the parliament more fenfibl~ of 
the ecclefiafiical yoke, or more ready to come 
·ro refolutions of pulling a· .flop to the papal 
oppreJiions~ than under Edward II. But the 
weakn,e~ of: that k,ing, · and the circumGanccs 
~ wa• i,g, made all their .endeavours ~effec­
~~aL The clergy were fo {atisfied of his 
.weaknefs, and fo intoxicated with their own 
pride ~nd power, that they committed the 
JDOfi unparalleled infult and violence to pub­
ll_c ju!Hce, th.e Jaws of the realm, and therein 
~P. tho w,hole nation. AdtJm Orltt~n ;t:, biJhop 
9i ·IIIrtfori, having been indieled of high• 
treafon, for being concerned with Mwtimtr 
ca.rl of Mar'h in his open rebellion; the arch-

• Mat. Wtfi'!f· H7· t Rapi~~o t Wa!fi"l·l· .u.cr 
bilhops 
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bf~ops of Canttr'bury, Y11r~, and Duh/in,· with 
fevetal of their fuffragans, came ~o the bar~ 
~~d l;>y force took. him away, threatning to 
excommunicate all that lhould oppofe them, 
and proceed againil him : and this they. di4 
¥der pretext of the canons • of the .church, 
though the benefit of the clergy, howeTcr they 
iu~d found means of late to extend it, was 
never allowed to reach t~ high-trcafon againJl 
the king. And all this was done. in defenc~ 
of a man the moil abandoned by every vir,. 
tue, and of whofe charalter nothing can con­
vey a more perfea idea, than his own ordet 
1lfterwards to the keepers of the unhappy 
Bilwat'd: " EdwardMm D&tidtrt · ni/itt timtrt 
" ll1trum ¢•" 

Under Edward III. (moil cmlDeDtly t~ 
bell: and grcatefi of our princes, who UDdCo:­
.niably· deferves thofc eJKomiums given him 
by hifiorians, which flattery, or w.aDt of dif-
. I .. • 

.cernment, made them too apt to beft~w Oljl 

others) niorc vigorous meLbods were takea 
by the king and parliament, to deliver ~he n.,. 
tion from the fo long complained of papal OP:· 
.Prc:ffions. With that intent the ftatutef of 
provifors and praemunire 'were enaaed : ' th~ 
firfi to prevent the court o~ R111111 from dif-

• ttf lord 'CoAe's zi lnjl, p. 634, anti 635 •. 

~ C 3 po!inJ 
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poling of ecclefia!lical benefices contrary ~ 
the right of the king, or any other perfoo; the 
fecood to prevent the fubjefls of E"tlantl car· 
rying caufes to any foreign or other c.ourt, the 
cognizance of which belonged to the kio,g's 
courts. However, notwitbRandiog tbefe pre· 
cautions, we find the grievances Dill continued, 
and; the pope exaflcd as a tax from cccle.fia· 

flic:&l dignities, " five • times as much as the 
" tax of all the profits that appertained to the 
" king by the year of this whole realm." Ac· 
cordingly we find hardly any meeting of parlia­
ment in this reign, in which thefe grievances 
~re not COJJ?plaioed of, .notwithftandiog the 
tlatu~es. made, and fo frequently confirmed for 
preventing them. 

Now when we confider the unanimous and 
eonttant opinion of both king and parliament 
·on this head, and the vigorous refolatioos, 
1hey fo often came to; can we reafonably ac• 
~ouor, why the meafures taken by them 
fhould prove inciFeflual any other way than 
from the timidity or connivance of the clergy 
tben_rl'elves? .Both of which I think· appear 
pretty plain. The parliament exprefsly men· 
tion the fidl, in faying '' t the whole clergy 

• C•tto,,s Par}. RDil. so EJ. 1[[. 
t Pari. R.JI. so Ed. III. 

'' were 
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" were fo obedient to the pope's coiJeaor, that 
._,: mey did not dare difpleafe him." And that 
they did more than barely connive at appeals 
fc.om the king's courts, contrary to the fiatute 

. ef, prll£8l.unire, appears, in that they t~felves 

. pufumed to tak.e cognizance of appeals from 
. tbofe courts in their own ecclefiallical c:ourts. 
" And to rcvcrfc judgment given in the king's 

. " courts, to the prejudice and dHlu:rifon of the 
" king and c:ommonalty :" as t~e parlialllCnt 
of the twcnty·fidl of Eduuzrd III. r"it~A~·their 
complaint. 

That the parliaments in this reign wtre no 
Jefi appr.ehenfive of the pOwer and encroach­

. meats ·of the dergJ at home, than of the fee 
· of R.mn, appears from tho feveral parliame}ltary 
· petitions· • and refolutions on that head. At 
-one tilllC we 6od them ·praying the . king, 
· that remedy might be had agahifi the oppref· 
fioa of ordinaries, and their o.ilicers. At an­
other time they made their reqoefi .to the 

. king, that " no t ordinant'c might .be made. ac 
"· the petition of '~he clergy. without confent 
.. of patliament, and· tbllt. oo man might be 

. ".bound by any their confiitutions made fur 
" their advantage.~· 

• Par/, Ro!l. 25 Et1.1TI. 
t Pari. Roll. s I Ed. m. 
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The clergy had for fome time pafl: intruded 
themfelves into all the great places. of traft, 
power, and profit in the ftate, the civil courts, 
and king's houfhold •. The lords and coirr­
'Jnons therefore reprefented to the king,- · rhat 
the realm had long be('n governed· by church­
men, to the great prejudice of the crown; ·and 
therefore required, that for the future the great 
officers of the king's courts might be only 
laymen.-

The jullnefs of thefe complaints, and of the 
·precautions o( die parliament~ is fully confirmed 
·by the condua of the clergy in the following 
·reign. Ri,hard II. had not been long on the 
throne, before they took the advantage of th<; 
youth -and weaknefs of that prince to pro­

. cure his confent to an ordinance for the im­
prifoning of fuch, as they fhould think fit to 
declare heretics : and .this entirely without 
confent of parliament, a mofr notorious out • 

. rage, if ever there was any, upon the ella-
blilhed confiitution of this kingdom. But 

·what meafures would they not take to dellroy 
:a. growing fea, fuch aa the Widijfttes, 'who 
· propagated principles of fo damnable a nature, 
as tended to defiroy tha tc:mporal gran~eur 

• Waljin;. ,. 186. E.:! Pari. 'Roll. 

, . and 

. ! 
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and power of ·the church ? A dolhine that 
in all ages will never fail being cenfured by 
mofi of ·them, as highly heretical. But thl! 
houfe of commons were· fo fenfible of this 
heinous encroachment upon the rights of the 

, people, that the ordinance was repealed by the 
king next parliament·; and the declaration -of 
the commons on this -occafion had fo much 
becoming refolution and fpitit in it, that it 
may not be amifs to fet down their own words, 
" that • it was never their meaning to be juf· 
" tified, and bind themfelves and fucceR'ora 

. " to the prelates, no more than their an· 
" cefiors had done before them." A refolu• 
tion ever worthy to be remembered and fol­
lowl!d by all fucceeding parliaments, 

· I took notice in the lafi reign, that the 
continued oppteffions of the pope, notwith.J 
ftanding the repeated refolutions of the king 
and parliament aga.infi them, mufi have beeD 
owing to the connivance of the clergy:. tho 
following infiance under Richard, is a furthca 
and full confirmitio~ ~f their backwardnefs 
to retrench any of the pretended prerogatives 
of the fee of R1m1. " The t archbUhopi 
'' of C•trtl'f&ITJ and .r,; fo~ themfcl,ca, 

• Pllrl. Roll. 6 Rich, II. 
t P•r/. R.U. 13 Rich. II. 

c 5 ~· and 
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" and the whole clergy of their prcnince, 
~~ make their folcmn protefiation in open par• 

. " Jiament,, that they in no wife meant or 
" would atrent . to any .fiatnte or law made 
" in .refiraint of the pope's authority, but 
.. utterly whhfiood the fame:, 

The following pro.llitotion of the clergy, (an 
expreffion aptly made ufe of)' and their fupe­
rior talents . in doing with. a better grace the 
very fame profligate and fiavifh jobs, in which 
tb.c laity have at 8/JY time equally concurred, 
is wor.t.h obferviog from a palfage in an hi­
ilorian that treats of thaf reign. When 
Rich11rd II. had at laft by corruption, or put· 
ting out fuch returning officers, whofe com--

. · tJlaifance for h's de6gns he fufpelled, ·got a 
parliament chiefly packed up of fuch perfont, 

. as he knew would be at ·hi• devotion, (the 
fidl, if I miftake not, that was openly pro­
cured in that manner;) after the feffion was 
opened by a time ferving fpcech of the bifhop 
of ~xcter, it was propofed by the kiag's mi­
nifiers, that the alh of grace palfed nine years 
before in favour of certain lords, who had op­
pofed the king in his attempts upon the pub­
lic • liberty, fhould be repealed. The pre­
lates withou~ aoy befitatioo not ooly gave 

• WaiJi•t• ,. 3H• 
their 
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their atrent, but, by the exprellion of the bi­
flori;tn, feemed to have ufcd arguments to'Ptc• 
thofe · alls to be revocable: upon which, 
fays he, the temporal lords feeing the clergy 
approved of h, gave alfo "their aa'eot, moro 
induced to it th.rougb fear of the ki.og, than any 
coavielion of _their minds. Now thovab thew 
concurn:nce is abfolurely inexcufablc; yet t• 
reader, 1 believe, will agree with me. in ob­
.ferving a maoifeft dilfcrcoc• !o their beh~­
viour. For the clcrl)', oo reafon is a.ffigoed 
by the hilloriao, but their forwardnefa io tho 
a.ffair feems abandoned like that of men hack .. 
uey'd in profiirnrion ; the other haft the ex .. 
ample of th ·clergy., .and the fear of the 
king mentioned u determining them. ADd 
that I may not be thought to bau exagge­
rated this matter,· I will give the reaflicr II'MI• 
fingbam's own words. · 

" Hi illlp.rtu,is tlllmlrilw ,nitrllnt 111 
" thart~~: ptrtitm•til•llm in primis rtWttWI,. 
" 1111' l$ annulltzrnlllr, [""' tuibus rtf~Ji./ili 
" pr~lati i1 fr.uilt ;,tJi,·aru"t ta/11 (bortM 
u j'wl rt1Jitt1bil1s, 11'11 Dlflr.tit1fllt fJUDII --­
•• jus tr11ti111 rttJDtlltio p1rj1n111 rtgis llltJJriN 
" rtft!tllabat ; ,.,,. •ifirtrordia fit filii ~ 
u galis ""firlfl(ltio, &I pi t1/fit mij,i.·~rdi­
"' •m, ttl/it filii TlftJ./I's ftrmll.ullhtm. c.,. 
~ /IIJIIInttr Mini lntfPortlUI t~idtr.tll •ffm-

C 6 ·~ fo., 
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"fum cltri, cmf•trunt & ipfi hujus charlal 
·cc annu/landas, magis timort · regis .dilli, guam 
cc mmtium rationt.'' 

• Glorious pre-eminence of th~ clergy, even 
in a parliament compofed of men culled out. 
from amonglt the whole people for fcrvility 

, .clod corruption ! 

· Henry IV. a haughty defigning prince, who 
though he owed his crown pu'rely to a par­
liamentary right, yet ever affelted to' build his 
claim on other foundations, not only weak, 
but abfolutely falfe, was fenfible, that' he hl\,d 
•gainft hiin a powerful faction in the king• 
.dom, . and that his conduel was fuch, 11s 
could not fail adding to the ·number of his 
enemies. 

His policy in taking all methods, and being 
molt· vigilant to fecure the ppffeffion of his 
crown, was the mofi difiinguHhing qualific.t~ 
lion 8£ his genius : and he had too much 
difcecnment not to fee, how neceffary it was 
for carrying on his ends to have the clergy 
firmly in his interefi. That body was now , • 
become more than ever wealthy, powerful, 
a.Jl.d ipfolent. Accordingly, Hmry made it a 
maxim, to do. nothing, which might difoblige 
theJ:Q, but to tue every opportunity of ;tefti'-

fying i 

J 



' 

I 

And Oa THoooxv jhaktn. 37 

fying a regard for their intereft. He knew 
~y that means, however ill he ufed his other 
iubjeas, he Jb9uld ftill preferve:tbe teputatioa 
of ·a ~us prince, ·zealous · for . the· caufe and 
honour of God; which could not bat greatly 
c:onuibttte to ba1Be any oppolitioo to · his 
meafures. The clergy had aH along fo con• 
nivc:d at the pretenfions of the , con rt of R,m,, 
that the ·endeavours of former . parliameuts te 
put a ftop to that abufe, proved ineft'ellual. 
The people groaned for a reformation ; there~ 
fore. though the king was obliged at 6rfi io 
tOmpliaoce with his par Jiament to revive the fia• 
totes of przmun\re, yet never was the breach 
of them more winked at, than in this . reign~ 
To · give the ~ccldiaffi'cks a more public in­
fiance of his zeal, Hmr1 at· their petitioD 
procured· the bloody aa: to pafs in parliament 
for the burning foch as they lhould declare 
heretics. Immediately the poor Lollarlis, 
who· had i.ilcurred. thdr unrelenting difpleafure 
for broaching doCl:rines · repugnant to- their 
temporal grandeur, arc without. mercy dell- · 
vered. to the BaiiiCS 1 and tlie churches fotlnd 
with the encomiums of a king, who had gift!D 
filch unquefiionable proof of his piety and 
2eal. · ~ . 

But a parliament,. that m~t fome time affer, 
Ud;not the fame comp&aifance for the clergy. 

This 

' 
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This was ~hat which by way of reproach, they 
have called· the illiterate parliament, reprd"ent· 
iog them as a fet of men cbofcn accortiiag ~ 
the kh~g•s private letter~, merely on accQUnt 
of their ignorance ; an error mot ptopfe: fmce·, 
and amougfl the rell: a very eminent mania 
our law t, has been led into. But lbefe let~ 
cers were in reality writs' of fummoos, in 
which there were direaiooa, io purfunce <5f 
a ftatutc made. in Edtuard JUd's· time, ex• 
eluding. all lheriffs and practi6ng lawyers fr~ 
being elec!ted : the rcafon of which wall, that 
fucb procured themfelv.es ~o be eleCl:ed merely to 1 
jC:rve views of their owri, and did not'fmthfuJJy 1 
clif<:harge their duty fP their country •. Iofiead 
tberefore of looking upon this _p;uliament. in d'c 
light, in whlc<h it ha,s been ~prefenlied, we are 
t!) confider it as compofed of honeft, difintereft. · ! 

ed country gentlemen, who having uo private 
Yi.ews to ferTe, came up fraught with the fen• 
timeata of thofe they reprefented, w.ho im­
patiently wilbed to fee tbemfelvcs freed froga 
&he eccldiaftical yoke. 

Accordingly, when the king, laying hie oe .. 
ceftirics before th~m, demanded an aid, they 
r.cmonRrated the hardlhip of burtheniog hi• 
fubje8s with further taxes, when at the fa~ 

f P?'•'sprtf. 11 J~~rl. roll. 
a 
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time the clergy contributed nothing to the 
necetlities of the ftate, though pofl'efJ'ed of the 
third part of all the lands in tbe kingdom ; 
wallowing, to the neglea of their duty, in 
luxury and idlenefs : that therefore it was their 
defire that his wants lbould be fupplied out 
of the ecclefiaftical revenues, as nor only jult, 
and agreeable to the feutiments of the people, 
but in the main of real fervice to the church 
itfelf.-

We may eaGly imagine, what treatment a 
propoidon of this kind met with from the 
clergy. .The t •rchbilhop of CnttriMry, 
who was prefent, could not forbear. treating 
the commons in the moft arrogant and io­
folent manner :. he even told them ift a mena· 
cing way, no attempt of that fort fhould be 
o1Fered the church without impunitj 11 and that 
it Olould be at their peril if. they feized any 
of its revenues ; that for his part he would 
fooncr lofc his life than fee it depriYed of 
them. 

The king, in purfuaoce of the max.im he 
had laid down, to keep well with the clergy, 
took this opportunity to afi"ure the arcbbilbop 
of his rcfolution to m~ntain tbe church i~ 

t ,~.,.J. 371· 
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its full poff'effions, and of his deure rather to 
iocreafe than diminHh its fplendor. The 
.comiJ)ons, not intimidated by the threats of 
any dignified church-man, weut on and pre­
pared a bill for fupplying the king's ncceffitics 
_out of the revenue~ of the church; but when 
the bill came to the lords, they refufed their 
~oncurrence, through the cabals of the billiops, 
who had gained a confiderable party in. that 
houfe, for having oppofed the comm_ons not 
long before in a laudabl~ delign they bad 
offupplying the king·s wants, by a .revocanoa 
~f feveral lands alienated from the crown by 

- sr;mts in the late reign, and fquandered Upoil 
f~vourites, to the great impoverilhing of the' 
s;rown,,. ud bur~beJiog the pepple; wbica " 
revocation woald .greatly have affeCled feveral 
JJeers, who. at that time were in pofi<:ffion of 
fu~h la_nds. Here we fee the bilhops> oppofer1 

in general of every {\ep taken for the cafe 
9f the fubjca, _ and treating the reprefentative 
body of the whole people in parliament witt. 
infolence, ill language, and threats for the 
¥ottempt. 

Though the commons were difappoiated 
this time in their defign, yet the grievance was 
too generally felt, and a redrefs too much de­
li red by the 'people for lh~m t,!) fit dow!J dif­
mayed at this repulfe. In a parliament alfem· 

bltd 
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bled fome time after, they renew~d their for­
'mer inllances in regard to the clergy's revenues; 
the confequences' alfo of the llatute againfi the 
Lo/lards obtained by inBuen'ce ~nd cabal were 

'!lOW known to be fo t~rribJe, tbak they like-
• 't . . . . • • • . ' : ' 

·wife de fired a rep~al of. it; at ~call an. am~qd~ · 
1 ' • ' • ' ~ 

ment. As. to their firll inllances, they fet fCj)r.th. 
. that the king might cafily fcize out of there­

venues of the ecclefiallicks, what would be fof. . ( . : . 
ficient to provide in a moll ample manner 
·~or ~fteen· n.rls,. fifce~n. hu~dred ~nights, fix 
'thoufand tw.o hundred efqu1res, and a hu~ 
,dred hofpitals. But they had the.mortHicatioa 
to have th~lr remonfirances meet with DO bet~ 
,ter fuccefS with the .king, who was now m"orc: 
than ever confir!Jled in his refolution of being 
'well ~th" the church. - Therefore he not only 
'refufed his aR'ent, but did it in a mofl arbitrary 
·manner, forbidding them for the future to 
pre.rume to meddle with fuch atF.airs •; and 
·as for the fiatutes againll the L11/ards, he was 
Io far from a_llowing any mitigation,. that he 
·faid he conid wilh they· were made more ri­
·gorous. To plelife the ecclefiafti~ks flill fur­
'ther with an open affront upon the commons, 
"be affefled at that time to fign· a warrant for 
the burning of a poor Lollard; who fuffercd 
death with ·great refolution. · 

If 
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· If the parnament (as Rapin fays) that firft 
~oved the l~e.ninl th( clergy's reYeDaes w~s­
tlilec;i unlearned, it may: well be fu ppofed this 
met with eo better treatment. The names 
of LillarJ and Htrtt~ were plentifully. be­
flowed ! they were fet forth as a fet of mel,) 
'Who were for the defiruaion of religion i~elf. 
They were however fo (enlible of their ill 

-ufage, that upon the king's demanding a power 
to levy a fubfidy during life, thou...sh the parlia­
ment tho_ut~ not {it, tht'y boldlJ. refufed it him. 
The commons would atfo have denied him a 
fnpply for his prefeot occafions, 'nee he bad 
·not thought proper to receive it by the me­
thods they propofed, had not the king forced 
them to a com plil19(e by the fame arbitrary 
manner, whiCh he had fuccc:ed_ed in once before& 
that was, by keeping,.them .fitting, till the inco11~ 
venience of not being difmilfed, obllg~d them 
to confent to his 4emands: a .moll remarkable 
abufe of prerogative, and tending to deftroy 
all freedom i~ ~heir refolutions I But notwitb­
fiaQding this, . he had done _ eoough in this 

. meeting to be looked upon as .the champion 
of religio~ · and darling of its priefis. We 
find him cried up by them as a prince endued 
with mildnefs, piety, and every virtue ; 'though 
whoever will carefully look into that· nigo, 

' · . will find his coadua perf~ly tyranaltat_, aod 
mon 
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moll ungrateful in a prince, who had no other 
title to his crown than the good-will of the 
people, and free gift of parliament, whofe rights 
he ever tried to fubvert. To ~onclude there­
fore with Mr. Rapi11's obfervations on this 
ceig_n·: " When I confider (fays be) the ex­
·" c:.eBive , commenda&io~s bellowed oa that 
·" princ~ I cannot btlp fufpeaing, that abe 
" glory of being the firfi: burner of here­
" tics, and of protel\ing the clergy agaioft 
" the attemptt of the houfe of commoot, 
., were the maio fprlngs of. all their tnco­
" miums. It ia well known, the ecdefiafticl 
~' are as zealoua. io prailing their benefaaon, 
,. u in blackcaiug their oppofcra." 

No fooncr was Ht*'1 IV. dead, than the 
clergy determined to fecure tbc:mfelves for ,the 
·future ·agaiJ:~fr all attempts to lcifen their re­
venues, by taking -advantage of the com­
plaifaoce, that is ufually met with from you\Jg 
princes in the beginning of their reigns. They 
did DOt doubt, but fuch attempts had been 
greatly pr:Omoted by the doEtrine of the (..DI• 
lords. Therefore as thofc principles were coon· 
tenaoced by feveral men of the greatefi rank, 
and higheO:. dleem ~f any in the kingdom, they 
refolved to' lay the ax to. the root of the tree, 
.and by boldly attacking the patrons of tho 
feet, dc;tcr aU others from prefumios to ad-

vance 
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vance any propofitions, which the)' fhauld dif· 
approve of, that might render them liable to 
be fufpctl:ed of.Witkli.ffitt principles. In pur· 
fuancc . of this refolu tion, the archbHhop of 
l;(IJ7tlrbuf'1· waited . 011 the kiog, and rcpre• 
fented to him the great growth, of herefy~ 
which could not fall draWiDg down the wrath 
.of )\eaven on the kingdom J and the glory it 
would be to .: young mona,ch to begin 1m 

.. 1eign with engaging in the caufc of God, by 
.defending· the church from heretics, for which 
pea-fen would certainly crown all his undcr\o 
.pkiogs :~it~ fuccefs. , Thus faid NljifiTitu 
once to the_ younger 71mtJ,fJUs a " Give me, 
" 0 emperor, the earth weeded from here· 
~~ tics,· and I in .my turn will give you hea·. 
J' veil ; dcfiroy with me the heretic, and I 
" will deftroy the P1ljta11 with you." The 
.arch.bHhop ~hen informed him, that Sir Jt~bn 
0/du':filt, baron of CtJbham, a domefiic of his 
·own, was the mofi open abetter of the dotl:rine 
of the Lsliards • ; and therefore he defired, he 
might be -allowe'd to pr.oceed asail;lft him with 
.the utmoft feverity and rigour • 

. 

. , The king anfwered him in fuch a manner, 

.as ihewed, he was far from approving of force 
for reclaiming people .from cr~ors in rcligio~; 

¥i Wa!fi·l· p. 381~ 
but 
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~ut .however told him, that if be could .aot by 
talking to Sir . John Old(ajl/1 refiore him to 
the r:ight way, he would then give leave for a 

, . procefs againll him. · 

This lord was a mao· the moll. cftec~ed. of 
any in the kingdom, and particularly dear tG · 
the king, as Walftngham the moQk owns, for 
pis confummate pJ:obity. Notwithllanding, the 
king finding him yomoveable as to his opinions, 
no longer oppofed' the clergy's requefi, and 

'he was accordingly condemned to be burnt, 
th~ugh for fome time he avoided fuffering t~c 
fentence by an efcape out of prifon. . -

Th~ king ill his difcourfe whh the arch­
bithop had difcovered too much moderation 
in his opinions, for the clergy to be able to 
have their full defirc upon their enemies, ef­
pecially as he did not feem. v~ry follicitous to 
have 0/dul}lle retaken. ft. was thj:ir. incercll: 
(fays Rapin) that the king lhould have .other 
fentiments more agreeable to the barbarous 
zeal, with which ecclefiall:icks arc generally 
animate~. In order thereto they reprefented 
the Lo/lards as. men, that not o~ly fought tq~ 
dcR:ruaion of the eftabliS}led church and rFli~ 
gion, but even of the king's perfon and ftat~ 
itfelf.- To confirm him in fuch a belief, they 
fathered upon them a more abfurd aod f~~fe-

. ·. · 'lefs 
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lefs' plot, than ever was Invented by the moll 
profligate di'latores employed by the craelleft 
of the Romott emperors for fuch purpofes. 
The poor Lollards, fince a • proclamation tbe 
king had made to fupprefs their affemblies, 
had continued their meeting with great fc· 
t:recy in woods, and other unfrequented places 
in the counrry for the worfhip of God in 
their own manner. ·Upon thefe occafioos ' 
fome of them chofe St. Gil11's .ft./ds near L1111-

1 

don where they thought to be concealed by 
bufhes, and lhrubs, that grew there : but be­
t~g difcovered by the clergy, the king was 
immediately told, that 0/rltoji/e at the head 
of twenty tbouLnd Lo/iords were io the .fields, 
with a defign to kill the king and his brothers, 
and all the lords fpiritual aod temporal, who 
were not their friends. Alarmed at this io· 
formation, H.nr1, who was a_t Eltham, im~ 
mediately marched to Lo11don to attack: this 
powerful· body of confpirators. He arrived" 
about midnight, and finding about fourfcore 
perfons, fell up«>n them, and killed about 
twenty, and took mon of the rell prifoners. 
The poor wretches, knowing h9W liable they 
were_ to the infults of their perfecutors, _!lad 
unfortunately btougbt arms with them, which 
probably ferved as a pretence to convince "the 

I 

king 
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king of the defign ;' ~nd that tbdr accuf~tioti 
might have the greater weight~ means· were 
found by threats . or promifes to prevail witb 
fome to confefs the faa, though the abfurdity 
was unfurmountable to every confidering man. 
For inflead of twenty thoufand 'to execute fo 
great a defign, there ~ere only a few m~ 
people, w,itb none 'of great rank ; and as fo~ 
0/dci!f/le himfe.lf, he was. ilot prefent. But 
it feems the clergy gained a great point by ir, 
in rendering the Lollards odious to the king, 
and obtaining a va1\: price to be fct on 0/d­
toftle's head, who was foon after taken, and 
fell a facrlfice to their malice and cruelty: The 
whole behaviour of Hmry towards this great 
man· gives us no advantageous idea of the inte· 
grity of that prince, fince he alt:ed intirely ia 
oppofition to his own declared fentiments, and 
facri6ced a man, he had the greateft elleem for ; 
to which he could hne no other motive than 
to gain the clergy t'o his intereft, and to pre• 
vent from them any interruption in the ambitious 
projech, he was probably at that time medira. 
ting. As to the pretended confpiracy, he had 
too much fenfe really to credit it, the abfur­
dily of which, if not at fir~, yet he certainly 
loon after mufi have been convinced ·of, though 
he had never the ingenuity to OWD it, ot aa 
accordingly. Sir RfJbwt Cett1n, in his abrid&­
.Ot of t~ parliament·roU., fpeakiog of the 

parli• 
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padiamcnt that. met !'t .this tim~,. ip which 
the Lo/lards :were fp perfecu'ted, mjlkes ·this 
t:e.mark. . " The clergy, at t~is their own 
" parliament, ceafe not to rage and :roar af­
'' ter chrifiia·n blood, tanquam lconu ru· 
" gimte;; and who(oever did the fa~lr, they 
" put John Porter in the flocks, and cried, 
" crucify Cbri.JI, and deliver us Ba,rral;as ; fot: 
~' oow all horrible mif~hiefs· wh~tfoever were 
c• imputed to the poor Lo/lards'.'' . · 

Bifuop * Burnet, in his hifiory of the refor­
mation, tells us, .the diflngenuous and inhuman 
~ay, the clergy had, 'of dealing with the Lo/­
lards: ''which v.tas in their proceedings againfi 
~,··.~h'em always to mix fome capital errors, 
"· which all chriflians rejefred, with thofe, for 
'' which they accufed them: and fame parti-. 
~· culars being proved, they gave it out, that 
,, . they were guilty of them all, to reprefent 
". them th~ more.odious," of wh~ch he gives 
us rome e:Kamples. 

It was not the Lo/lards alone that in this 
~eign were conviaced of the neceffity of lelfen­
ing the revenues of the church : for a parlia­
~ent, that agreed to the feverefi: fiatutes again!\: 
thofe miferable people, thewed the greatefi ear· . . 

.• Hijl. if th1 rtfiN'tnllt, wl. 1. 1· ~9· 
~efinefs 
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nennefs for reducing the clergy within proper 
bounds. 

It was an artifice of the clergy at that time 
to confound every body, that oppofed their 
temporal grandeur, under the general name of 
Lollards., and to render them and their dcfigu 
odious, they reprefented them as aBing from 
heretical principles; in tile fame manner as in a· 
latter reign every man, that difcovered any zeal 
for liberty againft the arbitrary detigns of the 
court and church, was branded with the name 
of ·puritan. And in this I have the concur• 
renee of the learned autboc Jaft mentioned, 
who tells us, that " when • the clergy had. 
" their authority fortified with fuch fevere 
" laws, they became more crael and infolent 
" than ever. .And if aoy man denied theaa 
" any part of that refpea, or of thofc advan­
u tages, to which they pretended, he was pre• 
" fently brought under the fufpicion of herefy, 
n and vexed with imprifonments, and articles 
"' were brougl}t againft him." 

But the parUament I jnft now fpoke of, 
were fo apprehen1ive of this artifice, that they 
agreed to every propofal of the clergy for the 
extirpation of what was then called hercfy ; 

• Hift. of the rcfor. vol. •· p. •7• 

VOLI II. - D fo 



so "!!'be Pillars q'PRIESTCRAPT 

fo that all the pulpits in the kiogdQID found­
ed their praifes. Therefore, when the com~ 
mons prefcnted an addrefs for feiziog their re.., 
venues, they were· thunder-O:rnck. There was 
no having recourfe to their ufual method of 
reprcfenting a11 Lo/Jards, whomfoever they dif­
liked; fo that they had no way of diverting 
the impending danger, but by animating the 
young king to a war with Frana, and in or­
der to carry it on, to compound for the relig­
nation of the alien priories. Though of all the 
numerous and bloody wars, the clergy have en• 
gaged the world in, they may be f.1id to hue 
the befr e.xcufe for this ; yet I cannot think the 
archbilhop'• fpeech on the occafion quite 
agreeable with the peace making charaCter of 
a chrHlian divine, howfoever it might have 
appeared from the mouth of an enterpriziog 
fiatefman. 

:From . thia time to that of Henry VIII. the 
kingdom was fo much engaged in other • mat­
ters, that we have few or no accounts of the 
proceedings of ecclefra.O:icks worth taking up 
the reader's time. It is probable they would 
have made great advantages from the weak­
nefs of Henry VI. had not fo many troubles at 
.court, the war with France, and the misfor-

' . toaes 
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tunes of this reign, prevented any attention to 

church-affairs. The fame reafons for the moll: 
part fubfi~ed in the following reigns, which 
were alfo taken up with domefiick troubles. 
As for Henry VIr. his whole thoug~ts were fo 
employed in maintaining· a quiet porfeffion of 
the crown, of which he- was beyond meafure 
jealous, and on hoarding up money, that he 
avoided ail occaGons of fuch difputes, which 
might have given difiurbance to either. 

During the firl\ eighteen years of his reign, 
king Henry VlU. was a moft faithful fon ot 
the fee of Romt, as the learned author of the 
hifiory of the reformation tells us, except i11 
one matter only, which feemed to lefl"en. the 
greatnefs of the clergy. As this one affair. was 
of very great importance, and will ferve fully 
t~ fe.t forth the ~mper of the clergy at this 
time, and alfo furnilbes us with a mofi: fla­
gliant infiance of the power they had afl"umed, 
and their nwfr pernicious and infolent abufc 
of that power.; I will give the reader as lhort 
an account of it, as poffible, from bUhop Bur­
net, efpecially, as during the courfe of this af­
fair a fceae of cruelties came- to light to­
wards a perfoa, who had ofFended the eccle­
liafiicks, which were nothing inferior to thofe 
of the mofi inbuaum.tyrant.s. ' 

D ~ In 
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· lo the fourth • year of this reign it was 
enalted in parliament, that all murderers and 
robbers lhould be denied the benefit of dergy. 
Though the reafonablenefs of this law, one 
would have thought, was fu.fficient to make it 
pafs, yet to take ofF all objeaions there was 
added, that all fucb as were within the holy 
orders of biJhop, priell:, or deacon, lhould be 
excepted ; and it was· alfo continued in force 
only till the next parliament. Though this 
gave tho grcatell: fatisfaaion to the people, the 
~ergy were fo offended, that the moft infe­
rior perfons, who were any way! related to 
the church, fi:lould be proceeded againft by the 
laity.- that the aa by their oppofition was fuf­
fered to determine next" parliament. But fee 
the etFeas of an ill-judged compliance with 
whatfoever that body of men lhall at any time 

· be pleafed to call their privileges : they were 
Dot fatisfied, that it was futFered to expire, but 
with great audacioufnefs refolved to fix a pub­
lic cenfure on this aa of the legiflature. Ac.;. 
cordingly, the abbot of w;,uhtiC~JmiJ openly 
preached againll: it at St. Paul'u:r'.fs. 

As this could, not fail of making a aoik, 
the temporal lords and houfe of commons cOD-

• Hill. of w rcfo~~o vo!. 1. p. 1 3· 
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curred in petitioning the king to fupprcfs the 
srowing infolence of the clergy. Upon this 
a h~aring was appointed before the king with 
all the judges and his temporal counc.il. It 
will be too tedious to infert here the particu· 
Iars of the difpute, which are to be fttn in the 
hiflory of the reformatiqn: but in lhort, Dr. 
Standijh, who was eccle.Gaflical council for 
lhe king, maintained his arguments againfi: · 
the immunities of the church with fo mu'b 
reafon, and fb clearly confuted the affertions 
of the abbot, that all the laity prefent were 
fo con.6rmed in their former opinions, that the 
bithopl were· moved to order the abbot to make 
a recantation of his fermon fn the place, where 
he had preached it; but they all flatly refufed 
to do it, and openly jutli.6ed the aO'ertioos of 
the abbot in every point. As this was fol­
lowed by -iery great heats in parliament, an 

. affair, that fell out jufi: after, made the matter 
to be profec:uted fi:ill more warmly tlfc Michatl· 
IIUIS term following. 

One RiciJ.,.tJ Hr~n111, a merchant-taylor ·ia 
L,nt.U,, was fued in the eccleGafi:ical court by 
a Midduji~t clerk for refu.Gng a mortuary, 
which the clerk pretended was due to him 
on account of a child of Hr~n111's that bad 

· died .6ve weeks old. As this fpirituat court 
fat by the legate's authority, therefore was a 

D 3 • foreiga 
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foreign court, Hunnt was advifcd to fue the 
clerk in a pr2munire. The clergy were touched 
to the quick at this, and ufed all their arts to 
fallen herefy on Hu7171t; and having found 
Wicllijfi's bible in his Cl)ftody, he was taken 
up, and put in the Lo!larJs to'ver at St. Pours, 
and had feveral articles of herefy objefled to 
him by the bifbop of Ltmdtm. On -his ex• 
amination he denied them in the manner 
charged upon him ; but owned he had f•id 
feme things, which might feem ·to tend thlt 
way, for which he was forry, and aiked God's 
pardon~ and fubmitted to the bilhop"s correc• 
tion. For this, fays our author, he rhould 
have been enjoitted penance, and fet at J1berry. 
But as he IHII continued his fuit in the_ king's 
court, he was u(ed in a barbarous m::mner; for 
foon after he was found hanged In the cham• 
her, where he was prifoner. This was given 
out to be done by himfelf; but when the 
coroner held his inquell on the body~ fo many 
_circumllances appeared, that made it undeni­
ably evident, he was' murdered ; upon which · 
the dead body was· acquitted, and the mur­
der charged upon the offi~rs of the prifon t · 

and by other proofs, they found the bifhop's 
fumner and bell-ringer guil ty of it; and by 
the depofition of the fumner himfelf it ap­
peared, that Dr. Horfty, the bUhop Lo~t-

dm's 
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tlln's chancc~or, and he, aDd tbc· bell-riDger 
did murder him, aad then haag him tip •. 

At the fame time the bithop began a oew 
-procefs againft Hunne for herefy ; of which 
being found g&ilty, he was delivered over to 
the fecular power to be burnt~ which was ac­
cordingly done in Smithfttltl. When judg­
ment was given, the bilhops of Dt~rham and 
Li.,ml•, with maoy doaora · both of divinity 
and canon-law fat with the 'bilhop of L•n­
do'1; fo tbat t:his (faye our Author) was looked 
oo as an aCI: of the whole clergy, and d~ 
by com moo confent •. · Tht 'intent of this was 
t.o lHBo all enquiry about the murder;· for it 
was fuppofed that whn once the de<:eafed had 
been declared a heretic, no m11n wuuld be 
fo bold at t-o appear for him. But it fell out 
quite otherwife. The city of lo111lon, was en­
raged to' the greateft degree at t_he cruelty of 
the ·clergy, and made ·it ·a common caufe. 
That a poor fellow for fuing a clerk according 
to law, lhould be long imprifoned, and at 
]all murdered, and the reproach of it call: 
'l!pon himfelf to defame bim, and· ruin his 
fami~y ; and theft to burn the dead body that 
had been fo ufed, was thought foch ·a com. 
~icatioo of cruelties, as few Barht~rillns had 
evor been guiltf of. 

D4 So 
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So that notwithfianding the very great paid'f 
taken to flop the proceedings, and the endea­
vours of the cardinal to forbid their going oo, 
the thing was fo foul and evident, that they 
were incffeCl:ual : and the trial went. on, and 
the chancellqr and fumner were indielcd as 
principals in tbe murder. H11n111's childrcn 
were alfo refiored in parliament. 

The convocation, which was now fitting, 
.finding all this fiir made, refolved to call Dr. 
Stt~,dijh to an account; whofe arguments in ·the 
affair before mendoned they thought greatly to 
have contributed Ia nUiag this flame. WhcO. 
he was 6rfi fumm011ed, Come uticles were: ob­
jeaed to him by word of mouth concerning the 
judging of clerks in civil courts; but the next 
day a bill was delivered to him in writing, to 
which a day was appointed for his anfwer • 

. 
Standijh finding they were determined to 

opprefs him, begged the kiog's proteCUon for 
what he ~ad done onlY. in difcharge of hit 
duty, as his counfel: but the clergy pretended 
to the king, that it was for fomething he had 
{aid in his lectures, which he had read llt St. 
Paurs and therefore begged him to maintaia 

. the rights of the church. On the other hand, 
the temporaUords and ho\Jfe of commons ad­

drclfed 
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drdi'ed the king to maintain the temporal ju­
rlfdiel:ion, and· protelt Sta,dijh from the maJice 
of his enemies. Upon this the king appointed 
the matter to be argued at Blati-friars, where 
he ordered his council fpiritual and temporal, 
all the judges, and fome of both boufes to 
"be prefent. I tball not relate the arguments 
on both fides here; but after the debate all the 
judges gaYC their opinion, that all thofe of the 
co.ovocation, who did award the citation 
againtl Sta11dijh, were guilty of a pra:munirc. 
The court then broke up. But at another 
meeting foon after, the king having exprefs'cJ 
his opinion in favour of Stantiijh, an~ that he 
was refolved to maintain the rights of the 
crown and temporal jurifdiCtion ; the arch­
bilhop of Canur!Jurj begged the matter miaht 
be fo long refpited, till they could get an an­
fwer from the court of Romt, and they would 
then conform themfelves to the laws of the 
land in whatever was confitlent with the Jaw 
of God. To this the king made no anfwer 
then, but upon hia command Sta11tlijh was 
foon after difmifs'd out of the court of convo­
cation. And the king, not willing to break oft' 
with. the clergy about Hunnt'l alfair, came to 
this expedient, that Dr. Horft,·, who bad ab­
fconded in the archbithop's boufe, (tho' it was 
pretended be was prifoner there} fince war­
santa had been out to apprehend him, tbould 
' D 5 reodcr 



sS CJ'be Pillars o/ PM.IiSTCRAFT 

render himfelf prifoner in the kiDg's bench; 
where. upon his pleading not guilcy, the attor· 
Dey· general lhould acknowledge it, aAd with· 
draw the indiCtment ; the king tbioking be 
had maintained his prerogative, by bringing 
him to the bar. 

Thus ended this great afFair, which though 
far from giving the people in general fatisfac­
tion, as they thought jullice had DOt been 
done againfi the criminals; yet it made fbe 
pretenlions' of church-men appear very weak, 
and gave all men fuch a deteftation of their 
con4uCI:, as difpofed the public to be well 
pleafed with the alterations, that followed in 
this reign, and every attempt towards reduclog 
their power. 

It cannot be fuppofed, thata clergy with this 
difpolition would countenance any reformation, 
which at all lell"ened their ricbeg or power; 
accordin~ly this, which' followed in the pre­
fent reign, was entirely againft the will of the 
greatc:Cl: part of them, It has been jully ob­
ferved, there was never any reformation, but 
the clergy was ·againft. Indeed what was 
done in th~ reign was more properly a few 
fleps towards a reformation, than the thing it­
"felf; and though outwardly moll: of them paid 
a fubmiffion to the. king's will in the altera-

1 tions 
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.lioas thn made, yet at the fame time we 
find them ufing all their artifices to prevent 
their being carried on Lo fuch a length, u 
41ould render the breach with R1m# irrepara­
ble. With thofe views, when they bad brought 
themfelvcs to own the fupremacy, yet they 
1\ill endeavoured to cherUb in t~e king a ~­
gard for the moil abfurd do!trines of the R,_ 
man church. And left the few fieps the 
king bad taken towards a reformation, might 
encot~rage the followers of Luth1r . to be more 
open in promutgiog their opiniou, the grcatcit 
arts were ufed to make the kif\g difcourage 
·them; and therefore we lind perfecution never 
raged with greater violence and injufUce, than . 
under this reforming monarch. 

For the fame reafon, and in oreier to make 

the clergy lefs fenfible of the abfurdity of fe­
Yeral dofuines of the church, and of the im­
plicit aod fervile obedience claimed by it, 
they eodeavoUTed to fnpprefs the tranllation of 
the bible in this reign ; for it was their ma:ltim, 
'to ore the laity, as Htr•dttlll tells us, th~ 9cy­
thians did their fines, which was to depri•c 
them of their eyes, that they might churn their 
mafter's milk with more attention. 

Therefore, whatever merit there was in K­

complHhin& the reformation, the tlcrsy have 
• D 6 DO 
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no pretence to any part of it ; and the few cl 
them, that really and with fincerity laboured 
to bring it about, of whom biCbop Cra111Mr 
was at the head, were ~ very incon6dcrablc 
number in refpea to that whole ~dy. 

And fince I have mentioned that great mao, 
upon whofe charafler fllch encomiums have 
been made, I muft here own ·my opinion, tbac 
if we confider with attention his •hole con· 
dufl, we fu.all find fome parts of it, which 
cannot fail very much .. to lelfen thofc idcu, we 
are at firfi apt to conceive of him. 

It is far from my intention to derogate from 
the merit of a man fo much celebrated, by 
making no allowances for the frailties of hu· 
m•n nature, from which Jt would be uorca­
fooable to expea, that he or any man what· 
ever lhould be exempt J;>y the fan~Hty qf. 

· his profellion: and as fuch, I am very willing 
to confider his recantation in the latter part o.f 

' . his life; and whatever other nips he might 
. Jiave been guilty of, which 102y be allowed to 
be confequeocc:s of human frailtyr are. rcadlly 
to be excufed, provided they are mere frailties : 
but we caonot confider in that light fome 
of his alHons. The proteflatioo, he made at 
his confecration•, whm· he took his oath to. 

• Hill of therefor, vol. J, p. :1 .z 9• 
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the pope, was a deliberate aa i and however 
agreeable it might have been to the maxims of 
canooifis t and cafuifts at that time, was very 
aofoitable to the integrity of his charaaer. 

The taking of oaths with referved mean. 
ings and particular explications, can have no 
other tendency than to deftroy all faitb amoogft 
men. And it was formerly obfervable, that 
the clergy in general too much countenanced 
the taking of oaths with mental rcfcrvations 1 
though in juftice to the prcfent clergy, furely it 
muft be owned, they never allow of any pri­
·vate explications in what they fubfcribe u 
aecdfary to qualify them for their hoJy fuoc­
~oo, or on any other occafion. 

His compllance, as well as that of the whole 
convocation, with the king's will, in annulling 

• In how diS'erent a li&ht were oath• conaderctl 
by the ancient heathen•, when at ~lhnu, one of 
their greateft. tragedians brought upon him(elf 
rhe highcft indiguarion of hia audience, by putting 
into the moath of a worthy chara&r, a fentiment 
agreeable to the bebaYiou of thU great and pioua 
cliYine. 

'H ~.,.,_· ~JIM/A'OX'• ~ ~~ ,,,, ,;,,:,..,..._ 
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Eflripitl. HitJtl. I. 6 u; 

the 



61 tJbe Pillars Gf PRII!STCRAFT 

tho marriage with tl""' of Clt!Ues, is ex­
tremely unjufiifiable, and not to be excufed by 
the fear of incurring the k-iog's difplcafure; 
which, if allowed, will equally jufiify the 
worft aaions committed at the commands of 
the moll unjufi tyrants. The author of the 
hiRory of the reformation fays, " this • was 
" the greatdl piece of compliance that ever 
" the king had from his clergy : for as they 
" all kaew there was nothing of weight in 
" that pre· contraa, fo they laid down a moft 
" pernicious precedent for invalidating all pub· 
" lie treaties and agreements ; fioce if ODC 

" of the parties being unwilling to it, fo that 
" his confent was not inward, he waa not 
" bound by it, there Wit DO faf~ amons 
" men more." , 

Aod again, " for that argument, that was 
u taken from the want· of coofummatioo, 
" they had forgotten what was pleaded on the 
·" kiog's behalf ten years before, that con· 
" 'rent without confulllmation made a mar-

~-. '' riage compleat.-Bat as the king was rc­
" folved on any terms to get rid of the queen, 
" fo the clergy were alfo refolved not to in· 
" cur his difpleafure; in which· they rather 
"' fought for reafons to give fome colour to 
" their fcntence, than parred their judgment 
" upon the .Rreostb oft-.." 

• Vol. 1. p. 181, 



But what alone is fufticient to dellroy the 
great veneration for. Cranrrur, is ~he treatment 
fome Anabaptifls met with in th~ fucceeding 
reign. As that young prince Edward YI. 
was entirely under the direcUon of proteftant 
bi!hops, we might expec!l to fee religion pot 
on a much more amiable face, when its chief 
reformers were now no longer obfiruaed by 
that great refiraint and fubmiffion, to which 
they were fubjec!led, by the imperious will of 
the late. king. We might expea to fee the. 
clergy recommending the protefiant religion 
by the reafooablenefs of its doc!lrines, by 
gentlenefs, moderation, and diLintcreftednefs 
in its teachers, and by the reverfe of a behavi­
our fo much complained of in the popifh church. 
But alas! we fhall foon find ourfelves miftaken 
1n thofe pleating hopes. The fword of per­
fecution had only changed hands, and, an im· 
pllcit compliance with the pre{ent clergy, was 
likely to be .. as much claimed, as ever it had 
been by the church of Rome. The young 
king, in whofe difpo6ti<?n good-nature was as 
prevalent as h~s good fenfe, ·was lhocked at 
this unexpec!led behaviour in the protellant 
clergy; and being pre fred to Jign a warrant 
for the burning a poor frantic AnabaptUt wo­
man, could not at fir!l be prevailci with to 

clo 
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do it, " but • thought it • cruelty too like tb4t 
" they had condemned in papUl:s, to burn any 
" for their confdencet.'' And when at laft, 
by the fophifiical arguments of good bilhop 
Cran1111r, he was rather filenced in his ob­
jeaions, than fatis6ed in his compliance, "he 
" fet his hand to the warrant with tears in 
11 his eyes, faying to Cranmtr, that if be 
"' did wrong, fince it was in fubmiffion to ,.: 
" his authority, he ·fhould anfwcr for it 
" before God." 

It is plain from hence, that perfecution lor 
opinions in religion was never difiiked by oar 
clergy, and we might probably have feen it it 
as great a height in this, .as in the fucceeding 
reign, bad it not been extremely impolitic to 
furnith the vall number of enemies the re­
formation then had in the kingdom, with the 
power of retorting the fame obje8ion againtl: 
t~e proteftant religion, that ha-d been fo fuc­
cefsfully urged againft popery. Indeed it is 
pretty extraordinary, their policy lbonld fn.tfer 
the clergy to give tbofe open proof& of their 
difpofition which they then did: but it is at 
the fame time a very powerful argument of 
t~at difpofitioo, fince neither policy, which 
generally much governs ec:clefiafiics, DOl' the 

• HUt. of tlle rcfor. vol. a. p. ua. 
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con~dcration of what t~ tbemfelya had fo 
lately felt, coald prevail on them 'entirely to 
fupprefs it, even in thofe early days of their 
power. And though the legifiature bas wifCiy 
thought fit to pare their talons fince ; yet in 
fome later reigns, .when any of our princes 
have through wcaknefs or ill dc.6gos countenan­
ced their ufurped power, we find it employed 
with no lefs feverity than for~erly againft all, 
that feemed to difapprove of "t ; and thou gil 

. they could not extend it againft the live• of 
fuch, yet they have done it to the greaten de· · 
grce againft ·the liberty of their per font, their 
cbaraa~, and fort1uaa, 

The fucceeding reign of queen M.,.,, in 
, which the church of R11111 was again u pper• 

moft, is an infiance of the miferies of a ftate 
1 governed by a woman, over whofe paffiooa 

bigotry, and a falfe zeal for religion, had t~e 
whole afcendant. She delivered herfelf up to 
her confed"or, "and • was as--much addilted 
'' to the humours and intereAs of the clergy, 
" as they could wifu." The intereft of the 
ftate was entirely negleCled, Calais, which 
had been for ages maintained, and was the 
lafi monument of our forJDer vi8:ories in 
Franll~ acquired at the expence of fo much 

• a.,..,. 
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blood IDfi treafure, was now loft : and at 
tbit properly may he confidered as a reign 
of prieis, we never find one more mean ani! 
contemptible. 

The reformation, which was re-ellablilhed 
under. queen Elizoheth, met with the fame op· 
pofition from the· majority of the clergy, that 
it bad formerly. It would be foreign to the t 
defign of" thefe few fheets, to enter into an ac- .· 
count of the particular lleps taken in that af­
fair; but it was obfervab1e, the clergy for the 
moft part made it a maxim to give what op­
pofition they could to the reformation: but as 
foon as any fieps towards it were fettled by 
parliamentary authority, they chofe to recon­
cile. them to their confciences, notwithfiand­
ing • the dif.1pprobation they had exprdfed, ra­
ther than quit their preferments. But though 
the reformed religion may from this reign be 
faid to be perfeC\Iy fettled in the kingdom, 
we lhall be very much deceived, if we expel\ 
to find any great amendment i.n its· clergy, 
We !hall foon perceive much of the old leaven 
fiill remaining. The fame purfuit of wealth, 
power, and independency was fiill refolved 
upon: but as all changes in government pro- ! 

duce the fame in politics, fo their fchemei 

• Hill. of the rcfor. 
for 
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£or the accomplifumcnt Qf their deGgns were 
to be a little altered ; ani this llkc fubtle po­
liticians they 'did not fail to do. 

It now became more nece!fary than for­
merly f« the clergy to pay their court to tem­
poral princes. In order thereto, we lball lind 
them deviling new doctrines pernicious to tb.e 
happi!!efs and liberty of mankind, and from 
being the janizaries of .the papacy, as they are 

. aptly fliled by a great author, become thofe 
of arbitrary power, a$ we iball fully fee thesn 
in the following reign. And the event has 
proved the prophecy, io a letter imputed to the 
famous ll4a.hiavll, but too true, where fpeakiog 
of the miferies brought upon mankind, and tho 
corruption of religion by the eccldiafiics, which 
caUed for a thorough reformation, we find 
thefe words : '' • I would not be underfiood 
" to dilfuade any from honouring true apofio- . 
" lical teachers, when they lball be ellablilbcd 
." amoogll us, and from allowing them (even 
" of right, and not of alms or cowtefy) fuch 
" .emoluments, as may enable them dtearful­
" ly to perform the duties of their charge, to 
'' provide for their children, and even to ufe 
'' nofpitality, as they are commanded by St. 
" Paul. But this I will prophefy, that if 

• MatS, Englijb tran. p. 541. 

" priac:es 
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" princes lball perform this bnfioefs (meanm, · 
" a reformation) by halves, and leave any 
" root of this clergy or prieftcraft, as it now 
" is amoogft us ; or if ~at famous reformer 
" Bed fome years Iince out of PicartiJ toG,,,_ 
" fJit, who is of fo gteat renown for learning 
" and p!lrts, fhall not in his model wholly ex­
u tirpate this fort ol men; then, I fay, I mull 

" foretel, that a.s well the magiftrate, as this!. 
" workman, will find themfelves deceived in 
" their expeaatioo, and that the leaft fibra of 
., this. plant 'flill over-run again the whole 
" vineyard of the Lord, and turn to a difFuuve 
" papacy iO every dfoccfe, perlBp• io· every 
" pari~ ... 

Whoever Impartially confiders the reign of 
y,,, I. cannot but difcover, that the arbi­
trary .notion• which that weak and felf-fuffi­
cient prince had got into his head, were 
greatly promoted by the difcourfes and excef­
five Battery of the clergy : and it was from 
thofe principles, all the miferies this kingdom 
foon afterwards felt, have entirely proceeded. 

The dochine of unlimited paffive obedience 
to princes is a plant purely of prorellant 
growth ; I mean, of protcfiant priefi-crafi : 
or at leaft if it had ever a being before io 
the brain of any enthufiaftical or interefted 

prie£t, 

• 
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pridl, the clergy of the reformed church of 
E"tlmul may claim the fole honour of bu.# 
iog cherilhed, and brought it to perfedioo. 
How m~Kh foever the clergt had hitherto 
contributc=ti towards tbc oppreffioos of the peo· 
pie, yet we neva- 6nd U1ey had the impudence 
10 maintain it wu a part of religion incl 
their duty to fubmit to them, t1ll tbefe times 
I am fpeakiog sf. 

_ The firft ufe fhey made of this difpofitioo ia 
tiog James I. was to render the puritans more 
obnoxious to him; towards whom already he 
was far from beiog w.eJI inclined, thopgh he had 
formerly declared quite the contrary in St•t~ 
14nJ. Their difFerent opinions in regard to 
t~e hierarchy rendered them extremely odious 
to the bHbops, and they dreaded the growth 
of their opinions more than thofe of popery 
itfclf, as appears by their conduel through· 
out this reign. The bithops therefore repre­
rcnted the puritans as men, whofe principles 
were ddlru8ive to monarchy, no lefs than to 
the _gcwernmeot of the churc:b by bUhops ; a 
charge. chat could not fail confirming a prince 
{)(his fentimentt in his averfioo towards them. 

. In a conference • appointed at this time for-
1 ftrm's fake between the biJhops and puritan 

mini· 
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mini1lers, the archbiChop of Ctmterbury (a mo· 
derate mao reckoned, as times went} did not 
fcruple to make ufe Qf an expreffion of flattery 
to the king fo high-firained, u tO. be almoft 
blafphemoll9; for, upon the kiDg;s replying 
himfelf to the ohjetHoos of the IJIIieillm, .he 
c£ie<l eat, he verily believed it was by the fpirit 
of God, the king fpoke what he then did. 

But it was not by words alone, that the 
bithops .flattered the king, and lhewed their 
approbation of his arbitrary principles. Arch· 
bHhop Banmft, like a true high-flying church­
mao, was refolved to lead the way in an at· 

~ tempt to make the laws depend on the fole 
will of the king. He • therefore in the name 
of all the clergy exhibit~d to the king in 
council articles cont~ining twenty-five pre· 
teQded grievances, which he defired might be 
reformed in granting prohibitions from the 
dvil courts. The archbilhop .could not but 
know, that in fuch cafes the judges alted'ac­
cording to the fixed laws of the land ; and 
that if there was any hardlhip in their pro- ' 
ceedings, they could not be reformed but by 
authority of parliament. But .the archbilhop's 
<liift in thie conduCt waa to poiat out a me­
thod to others of app~yiug iJW»Cdiat~ly to t.b4 

~ See Cde's articuli ~r;. %Q intl-. . .. •· . . . 
king. 



ftma 0J.THODOXY jhalen. 
'king, without regarding the parliament, in 

· things, that were undenlably within their ju· 
, rifdidion; which opportunity, he imagined, 

king James would readily have embraced, by 
which alfo the clergy would have gained a 
point, they could not have expetled from the 
jufiice and wifdom of the whole Iegillature. 
It is not improbable, but the king might have 

· been gained to their .caufe, had ·it not been 
: for the una11imous and ftrenuous oppofition 
~ of tbe judges, who reprefented the illegality 
\ of tb.c _archbifuop'i nqueft, and the dan­
\ gcrous confequences, that might happen from I .it. . , -

Soon afterwards tw~ books were publicly 
liceufed ; the ooe wrore by Dr. CtJwel, pro- · 

. feffor of civil law at Catnbriti~, and •icar-
: geoeral to archbilhop Bmrt'oft; the other by 

one Dr. B!a&kwtod, a clergyman, iQ whic:ll 
were palfaaes in farour of the moft extrava­
g~ot maJtims of arbitrary • {)O'Wr. The firA· 
laid down tbefe tbn:e prin<:iples. 

sfl, That ttle kiog was. not bound by laws, 
. or his coroeation·oath. -
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2i/y, That the king was ~ot obliged to 

call a parliament tQ make laws, but might do 
it alone by his abfolute power. 

, 

3i/], That it was a great favour to admit 
· the confent ofthe fubjccb in giving fubfidics. 

Thek principles were fo grofs, that evea 
the king found himfclf obliged to forbid the 
reading thofe books, by proclam~tioo, in· order 
tp prevent the jufticc of parliament upon ,the 
IWthors. 

The fnccefi"or of the arch bUhop juft men­
tioned, indeed proved a man of more modera­
tion in his principles, than is ufually met with 
in church-men : but as fuch a temper made 
him unfit for promoting the defigns of his 
brethren, we find him always hated and 
branded by them. He could not approve of 
the rigour ufed to dill'enting proteRants, at the 
fame time that the Rrlma" catholics were 
openly tolerated by the king, and winked at 
by the clergy, contrary to the declared laws of 
the realm : his • letter to the kiog on this oc­
cafion, and the freedom he ufes in condemn­
ing the dif pcnfing by proclamation with the 

~ R•/J· •ol. s. p. Bs. 
efta-
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e!\ablilhed laws, will ever redound to his ho· 
nour ; notwithfianding the perfecution and ill 
ufage he met with from his brethren, who 
firove to reprefeot him as a puritan; a name 
at this time indifcriminately made ufe of, not 
only towards the prelbyterians, but likewifc 

' towards all fuch, who did not .11pprove of the 
notions countenanced by the king, and propa· 
gated by th~ clergy, nay even towards thofe, -
who expreifed any dUlike of the libertinifm, or 
falhionable vices of the age, 

As the fruit of the feeds fowo in this reign 
came to their full maturity in the follo.,..iog 
one, I will dwell no longer· oo this than fbft 
to obftrve, that if the reader pleafcs to fcc a 
fpecimeo of true priefily p11ocgyrick carried 
on to the mofi ridiculous and fulfome extra· 
ngancc, he may meet with it in an cxtralt 
of the fermon preached at king Jamts'& funeral, 
printed in t R11jhworth, 

Under Char/11 I. the fpirit of our church· 
men difplayed itfelf without referve ln its moft 
lively colours, and fiript of all difguifc what­
foev~r. By their means E11glond was on the 
brink of being eoflaved by the king, and clergy 
at the fame time. The views the church had, 

t Vol. r. p. a6o. 

VOL. II. - E rn~ni-
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manifefily appeared as early as the coronation 
of the king. The form of th~t ceremony 
was compiled chiefly by bilhop La~d, who 
officiated as dean of W ejlfllinjier in the room 
of bHhop Wiiiiams lately fallen into difplea­
fure, and therefore fufpended from that office. 
I will not trouble the reader with feveral fm­
perftitious ionoYatioas introduced into the ce­
remony, which could not but give offence; 
but will fct down one paffage, which foffi.­

ciently 1hews the fchemcs the church had 
.formed. 

After the coronation was performed, and 
the king conduaed by the nobility to the 
throne, this remarkable, and unprecedented 
paffage was read to him. 

" Stand t and hold fall from henceforth the 
" place,- to which you have been heir by the 
" fucceffion of your fore-fathers, being now 
" delivered to you by authority of almighty 
•• God, and by the hands of us, and all the 
" bifhops ·and fervants of God : and as you 
-' fee the clergy to come nearer the altar than 
cc others, fo remember that (in all places con· 
" vtnient) you give thent greater honour, 
" that the mediator between God and maa 

't Ru/IJ, vol. 1, p. 2oo. 

" aay 
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" may ~ll:ablilh you in the kingly throne tp 
cc be.a mediator btrween the clergy and laity, 
" ·and that yoa may reign for ever with Jefus 
" Chrift, m·e king of kings, - and lord of 
" lords.'• 

As the dJit of this fpeecb is obvious to 
every one, who reads it, I fuall only obfenc 
what a profpca there was of the clergy's ea­
tending their power to the height of their 
~iibcs, whenever they fhould have a prelate 
at their head (which foon after happened) that 
alferted their fuperiority on fo public, aod 
folemn an occafioo. 

Since Laud afterwards made fo conliderable 
a figure in this reign, efpecially in the direc· 
tion of all ecclefiafiical affairs, it may not be 
improper to mention the account given of 
him, and his firft appearance in the world in 
the late reign by ai:chbi.lhop .A!J611 his pre­
decefi"or. 

" This man (fay t he) is the only in­
" ward counfellor with Budringham, fitting 
" with -him fometimcs whole hours, and 
" feeding his humour with malice and 
" fpite. 

t Bujbw. YOl. I. ?• HQ• 
Es 
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" His life in Oiford was to pick quarr.els 
" in the JeCl:ures of the public readers, and 
" to advertife them to the then bUhop of 
,. Durham, that he might fill the cars of king 
" Jamts with difcontent againft the honeft 
'' men, that took pains in their places, and 
" fettled the truth (which he called purita­
" nifm) in their auditors. 

cc He made it · his work to fee what books 
cc were in the prefs, and to look over epifiles 
., dedicatory, and prefaces to the reader, to 
1u fee what faults might be found in them. 

" It was an obfervntion, what a fweet mao 
u this was like to be, that the .firft obfervable 
" ;~Cl:, that he did, was the marrying the earl 
" of D. to the lady R. when it was notorious 
.. , to the world, the had another hulband, the 
" fame a nobleman, who had diverfe childre11· 
'' then living by her." 

We thall foon fee the clergy did not fail 
profecuting their defigns with vigour, of which 
they had made f• early a difcovery. The 
uo1verfiry of Cambridgt, in the beginning of this 
reign, in order to make their court to his rna­
jelly, took a public occafion to offer a noto­
nous affi·cnt to the reprcfentative body of the 

whole 
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whole people, the commons in parliament, by 
chnling the duke of Bt~ckingham, at that time 
onder an impeachment, for their chancellor. 
Accordingly we find the commons entertained 
tbe higheO: fenfe of this indignity offered them, 
as appears in their anfwer to a melfage of the 
king's ton this occafion: though his--majelly's 
efpoufing the part of the univerfiry prevented 
their proceeding in a manner, they were other· 
wife inclined to do. 

. This parliament was no fooner difi'olved, 
which happened in a fuort time, and the king 
determined to furnilh him.fclf with money by 
loan, and othu illegal and oppre.ffive methods, 
but the pulpits founded wirh the doarine of 
paffive obedience, and compliance with the 
king's commands, without any examination 
of their lawfulnefs. Parliaments were now 
faid to be only ufurpations upon the unlimi­
ted power of facred majefly, which alone 
was fufficient to impofe laws or taxes an tho 
fubjea by its own authority. Amongfi the 
feveral difcourfes on that head, thofe of Dr. 
Sibtbrop and Dr. Manwaring were particularly 
remarkable. The one preached at the lent 
affizes at Nartbumpton .a fermon entitled 

• apoflolical obedience; in which he fct fonh, 

•R•fh· vol.1.p.373• 

i:3 cc tbat 
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" that • the prince who is head, and make& 
" his court and council; it is his duty to di~ 
" reel: and make laws, EccJ,f. viii. 3· he doth 
" u hatfoever pJeafts him. Where tiN wml 
" of a ling is, thtrt is /DWtr, a11d wh11 mOJ 
" jay URIJ him, what a11tjl thDI4 f---

" If princes command any thing, whi~ 
"' fubj::Cl:s may not perform, becaufe it i1 
" agaiofi the laws of God, or of nature, or 
" impoffible; yet fubjeCl:s are bound to un­
" dergo th.e puoilhment without re6fiaoce:. 
" r.:iiing, or reviling, and fo yield a paffive 
4 ' obedience, where they canAOt exhibit aa 
" a~Hve one. 

'' I know no other cafe, but 'One of tho~ 
n three, wherein a fubjea may excufe himfelt 
" with paffive obedience, but ia all other he 
., is bound to active obedience.'' -

Dr. ManvJoring promoted the fame bulinefs 
in two fermons preached before the king ~r 
Whitehall, where he delivered for dothine co 
this purpofe, " that the king is not bound to 
'' obferve the laws of the realm concerning 
" the fubjcCl:s rights and liberties, b.ut that his 
" royal will and command in i.rnpo.Gng loaQs 

" and 

• 

i . ~ 
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•• and taxes without common ·con(ent in par­
e• liament ddlh oblige the fubjed:'s confcience 
" on ·pain of eternal damnation. 

" That thofe, who refufed to pay this loan, • • 
•c offended againll the law of God, and the 
" king's fupreme authority, and became guilty 
" of impiety, difloyalty, and rebellion. And 
" that the authority of p.uli.1ment is not ne-
" celfary for the railing of aids and fubfidies, 
" an4 that the now proceedings of fuch great 
" affemblies were not fitted for the fupply of 
" the llate's urgent neceffi ties: but would ra:-

. " ther produce fundry impedimenrs to t~ 
~' jull defigns of princes. 

· For .refuting ,to lianre the firll of thefe 
fermons, that archbilhop ( .1hhot) was fufpend­
ed. The fermon was afterwards licenfed by 
the bifbop of Lond~n. As for the preachers 
themfelves, they were foon rewarded with con-
1iderable benefices, and Mo;woring was even 
.promoted to a bilhopric, though he had hem 
fentenced by the houfe of lords to pay a large 
fine, to make a public fubmiffion, and declared 
incapable of holding any dignity . . 

It was not difcourfes of this kind only, that 
were publickly preached, and afterwards en­
couraged and. licenfed by the bifi1op:~; but 

E 4 we 
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we find by a petition of the bookfellers and 
printers to the • parliament in the fourth year 
of this reign, that books wrote againfi the 
fundamentals of the reformed religion, and 
in favour of popery were licenced by Laud, 
at this time advanced to the fee of undon; 
\Vhile books wrote in defence of the ell:ablilhed 
religion were refirained, and of thefe feveral 
infiances were produced. 

. Every one, who is at all verfed in the hillo­
ry of thefc times, caanot but have obfcrved, 
that in order to carry church-power as high as 
poffible, the bi!hops then affcfled to make the 
religion of this country approach as near popery,· 
as they could, without aflually declaring for it, 
or allowing the pope's fupremacy. As bilhop 
Laud was the chief promoter of the indepen­
dent po\ver, they were llriving for, and had 
hilrifelf the dircaion of all ecclefiafiical af­
fairs, it would not have been for his intereft 
to have efiablHhed any other fupremacy, ef­
p~cinlly after he became archbilhop of Cmr­
t,,·/;ury; for he then was in a manner himfclf 
pope, and even. affc8ed to be called his holi· 
ocfs, and moll: holy father, as he was lliled 
by the univerfity of Oxford t in many of their 
le"tters and addre!fes. 

• R,jhw. vol. r. p. 655• , 
t HIJfi,'s Life of L1111fl, p. 297• 

Bdides 
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Befides the licenfing of the books, whic!i 
I have taken notice of, the many fuperAi­
tious innovations introduced at that time into 
divine fervice are notable proofs of the af­
feC\ation of popery, the clergy then difcovered ; 
of which the confecration of St. Catherint's 
church, is a very remarkable infiaQce. The 
the reader may fee the full account of it in Rujh­
ll;tJrth or Rapin. The leafi oppofition to any 
of thefe things was an unpardonabl~ crime.; 
which we fee by the procefs formed. againl\: 
Htnry Shtrjitld, recorder of Sarum, for. only 
removing by confent of the vdlry fome 
pieces of glafs from the church-window, in 
which there was a ridiculous reprefentation of 
G~d painted in the form of an old man, with 
a pair of compalres: for which high offence 
the poor • man was fined, committed to the. 
Fleet, and removed from his recordedhip, and 
bound to his good behaviour. 

The bilbops were become fo intoxicated 
with their darling ·fcheme of church power, 
which they did not doubt ro accomplilh, that 
they fet up for inquifitors in their feveral 
diocefes, by obliging the church-wardens to. 
turn informers concerning the lives and a8iuns 

• Rufou•, 'tO}, lo P• 1 5 3• 

Es •• 



8 z 'l'h.t Pillars I/ PuuTc P.ArT 

of their parHhioners, to which the bilhop o( 
Win,hejler obliged them by oath • in his pri­
mary .vifitation, and thereby committed an 
outrage oa the laws of the land, and jurifdie> 
tion of parliament, which alone has powet tpo 
prefcribe oa~hs to the fubjelh. 

Nor can thefe lttempts of the clergy in thi$ 
reign be faid to be only the acHons of par­
ticular men, and therefore not chargeable 
upon the whole; the contrary to this appeer$ 
in that, a~t.er the parliamep.t of 1640 was dif­
folve4, the convocation, .in which the whole 
£lergy were reprefented, continued to lit not­
withfianding contrary to the ufual method ;. 
and by their own authority took upon them 
to make canons, and enj~in an oath, which 
all graduatt:s and clergymen in the univerfities 

. Slould Qe ob1iged to take; they alfo granted' 
the king a fubfidy, a moll: public and :;tvow· 
ed encroachment on the jurifdiCl:ion. of parli~­
:~~~eot. 

Thcfe prO£eedings were fo notorious, tllit 
my lord Clfe7fdo1f cannot help condemning 
them, th~ugh he does iD with his ufual tendec-

1lefs for the caufe in which he wrote. '' t The 
" convctati.on \,fays he) the regular and legal 

• Rujbw. vol. 1. P• &86, i Vol. J, p. 116. 
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cc a&bJy of the clergy, cufiomarily begin­
" niog aild ending with parliaments, was af­
u ter the determination of the laG, by a new 
" writ continued, and fat for the fpace of 
" above a month under the proper title of a 
" fynod : made canons, wh~h it ·was thought 
" it might do, and gaYe fubfidies out of.par-. 
" Jiament, and eojoiued oaths, which certainly 
" it might not do. In a word, did many 
" things, which in the heft of times migbt 
~' have been quefiiooed, and were fure to be 
" condemned in the worfi." But as impudent 
as this coo.dult feems to be, it was aot at all 
furprizing, Iince the bilbops llad fome time 
before that fcrupJed publickly to declare their 
independency on the fiate in defiance of the 
laws of the b.nd, and the principles, thereby 
dlablifhed at the reformation, and in violatioB 
of their oath of fupremacy. And this was 
done, as !1/hitucl informs us, in the high· 
commi.ffion court, at. the time that Btif/wic~ 
appeared there, aad was fo feverely puniibed 
for writing a book in anfwer to one Sho,t, a 
j>apifi, who had maintained the pope's fupre­
mac.y. The author jufi meotiooed, relatta it 
thus: " • Ill the cenfttre of Btjlwtdc, all the 
" bifi1ops thtn preftnt denied openly, that 
" they had tbeir jurifdiCl:ioo, as bilhop~. fru&n 

. • 1Ybi1l. Me• P• u. 
Ei "the 
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" the k.iog, for which they might hne be~D 
'' cenfured themfelves in king Hen? 11. and . 
" king Edward III's times. 

" But they affirmed• that they had their ja­
n rifdicHo~ from God alone; which denial of 
" the fupremacy of the krng under God, king 
" Henry VIH.- would have taken very ill, and 
'' it may be, would have correCled them by 
•• his kingly arguments, and regia m11nu. But 
" thek bHhops public~ly difavowed their de­
" peudimce on the king. And the archbHhop 
" maintained the book of c~nwn, {who had 
" wrote a book at this time in defence of the 
" church of R1m1") and that the R1mijh 
" ch.urch was a true thurcb, and erred not io. 
" fundamentals~'' 

The court of high-commiffion was now 
become an unfupportaole grievance to the 
fubjeEI:, not only by a tyrannical exercife of 

power in ecclefiallical affairs, but by alfuming 
to itfdf an univerfal jurifdicHon, by tramp­
ling on-the laws and-the rights of aJl the civil 
courts; fo ·that the fubjeEI: deprived of his 
refuge, had no 1helter to Ay to from lnjufiice 
and oppreffion : and for this I chafe to quote 
lord Cla·1ndDn't--Own words, as I am certain, 
he cannot be thought to have misreprefent­
ed the matter ill disfavt>ttr of tlw clergy. 

"'Of 
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" • Of late (fpeaking of the high-commimon 
cc court) it cannot be denied, that by the great 
" power of_ fome bilhops !1~ court, it had 
" much over-flowed the banks, which fhould 
" have contained it; not only in meddling with 
" things that in truth were not within its con· 
u nufance, but extending their fentences and 
" judgments in matters triable before them 
" beyond that degree, that was jullifiable: and 
" grew to have fo great a contempt of the 
" common law, and profdrors of it (which 
cc was a fatal unfkilfulnefs in the bilhops, who 
" could never have fuffered whiJ!l the com· 
" moo law had been prefervedJ that prohibi­
" tions from the fupreme court, which have, 
u and mull: have the fuper-intcndancy O'Ver 

- "all inferior courts, were not only neglea. 
" ed, but the judges reprehended for granting 
" them (which without perjury they could 
" not deny) and the lawyers difca.untenanced 
" for moving· them (which they were ob­
" liged in duty to do) fo that thereby the 
" clergy made almolf a whole profeffion, if 
'' not their enemies, yet very undevoted to 
"them. 

cc Then lt was grown from an eccleliallical 
'• court for the reformation of manners to a 

~~court 
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" court of revenue, and impofed great io45 
" upoo. thofe, who were culpable before them, 
" fometimes above the degree of the offence, 
" had the jurifdiaion of tining been unquef­
" tio.aable, which it was not. Which courfe of 
" tining was much more frequent, and the 
" fines heavier after the king had aranted all 
" that revenue (whatfoever it lhould prove to 
cc bj:) to be employed for the reparation of~St. 
" Paufs church; which though it were a glo­
" rious work, and worthy the piety of thofe, 
" that advanced it ; and the greatoefs of his 
" mind, who principally intended it, DJade the 
" grievance the he a vier." 

In another place the fame noble hilloriao 
fp~aking of the aoimofities between the law.­
yers and churchmen, attributes the hatred 
on the part of the latter to their opinion, 
that their not enjoying fo many of the great 
pofis in tl!e civil government as formerly, was 
owing to the oppolition of the lawyers. A 
true infiance of the al8bitioo of priefis, which 
rather than not gratify, they were ready to 

, dellroy the laws tbemfdves. " It • cannot 
'' be d~nied (fays lord Clarmthn) that the 
" peevi!h fpirits of fome clergymen have ta­
'' ken great pains to alie1;1atc that profe.ffiora 

• VIJl. J, P· Zit• 

8 "(mean~ 
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cc. (i»tllnjpg the lawyers) from thern: ancf 
c' others as unfkilfully (.finding that in former 
cc Jimes, when the religion of the fiate WilS a 
" vital part of its policy, many churchmen 
u were eOtployed emiDeotly in the civil govcro­
u ment of th4= ki4tgcfom) iQipurcd their want· 
c• ing thok or~mcnts, t.&.dr ,predecc:Jfors wore, 
c• ao the power ani! prevalency of the lawyers, 
u of whoat fome princip11l JneQ in all times, 
" they covld pot bllt obferve to hue been 
" their avowed eoc~cs: aJld fo believed the 
•4 flraitfting and .confinlna the prof~;ffioo 1Jf 
'" the cvmmon law muA »at~rally extCJ)d 
c• and enlarge the jurifdi~joQ of the churc!J .• 

· " Thea<:c t~rof, their bold and unwarrantable 
.u oppofing, and protelling againfi prohibitions 
u 11nd other proceedings at law, oa the behalf 
'' of the eccleu:\ftic.al courts~ and the procu· 
'' ring fome orders and privileges frOQit the 
" k.ing on behalf Qf the civil law, as rhe arch­
•• biGlop of CtJifJtrhury prevailed with the king 
'~ to direfl, that half the mafiers gf chaQcery 
" ihould be always civil lawyers, and to de"' 
.. , clare, that no Qthers of what condition 
,, wbatfoever ilould ferve hinl as mafiens of 
"rcquefi ... 

It is well known that archbilhop Larul, t~c 
principal promot(:r of all the doetrines ad­
YaJiced m this rcian, azu! of the erievances,. 

• · which 
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\lthich flowed from them, is evan at this da7 
the darling of the clergy, and looked upon as 
the champion of their rights, and a martyr 
for the caufe of religion. The greateft en· 
comiums have heen bellowed on his memory. 
And my lord Clamzd1n in his hifiory fets him 
forth, as a man of the higheft probity, learn­
ing, and fenfe, and feems willing to attribute 
no other fault to him than a little hafiinefs ia 
his temper for accomplifhing his defigns, OC· 

calioned by the fervency of his zeal for pro­
moting the cau~e of religion, and glory of his 
prince, But in forming a juft idea of his 
chara8-er, we need be determined by nothing 
bnt the lhare he had in the tranfaaions of 
thofe times ; and I will venture to affirm, that 
my lord Clartr,dtm himfelf does in fome par­
cular pafl"ages fay enough of Lallli to prove, 
he was far from deferving that amiable and 
good character, he feems tludious to make his 
reader entertain of him. Whoever reads an 

hill:orian in the proper manner, that is, with a 
view of fearching out truth, muft form his 
judgment of things from the matters of faa 
fet down, and not be fo led away by what 
the author fays concerning them, and his re­
flections upon them, as blindly to adopt his 
fentiments and opinions. And I am confident, 
that to any reader, who wm·auend without 
prejudice to the words of tha~ noble hiRorian 

juft 
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jufl: mentioned, La~d muft appear of a weak 
and over-bearing temper, apt to be tranfported 
with the higheft and moft indecent paffion 
at mere triBes, unforgiving towards thofe, 
who had formerly offended him, con_i\antly 
introducing innovations in order to ellab!Hh 
an. independent power in the church, and not 
fcro pulous of ufing any methods to increafc 
the king's revenues under pretence of pro• 
moting the fervice of his fovereign. The fir.ft, 
and ]aft particulars· of this charge are fo very 
obvious, that I cannot help fetting down both 
pa0:1ges relating to them at length. " • The 
u 1barpnefs of his language and ex preaions 
" was fo natural to him, that he could not 
" debate any thing without commotion, when 
" the argument was not of moment, nor bear 
" contradi8:ion in debate even in connell, 
" where all men are equally free, with that 
" patience and temper, that was neceffary; of 
" which they, who withed him not well, would 
" take advantage, and would therefore con· 
" tradi8: him, that he might be tranfported 
" with fome indecent paffion: which upon I' 
1' lbort reflecHon he was always forry for, 
" and JIIOA: readily and heartily would make 
" acknowledgment.'' 

• Vol, r. p. 7i• 

AI 
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As to the laft particular, his condua, wh9 
ill the management of the treafory upon the 
death of lord Portltmtl, is related thus : cc Be· 
'' ing • obliged to it now by his trull:, be en· 
" tered upon it with his natural earnefinefs 
cc and warmth, making it his prindpal care 
" to adYGnce and improve the king's revenue 
" by alltbe ways, which were offered, and fo 
" hearloened to all· infbrmarions and propoli· 
" lions of that kind ; and having not had 
".experience of that kiod of people, who 
'' lleal·io that traffick. (a coafidect, feofelefs, 
" and, far the moft parr, a naughty people) 
" be wu Jometimes milled by them to think 
" better of fome proje&, than tbef deferved : 
" but rhen he was fo entirely devoted, to wlm 
" would be beneficial to the king, that all 
., propolitions and defigos, which were for 
cc tbe profit (only or principally) of particular 
" pufone, how great foe'ler, were oppofed, 
" and fiiiled in their birth by his power ami 
•t authority; which .created him enemies 
" enough in the coort, aod many of ability 
" to do mifchief, who kDew well how to 

. " l'ecompenfe difcourtefies, which they al· 
'' ways called injur~es. 

• Vol.t.p. 7S· 
I 

cc The 
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" The revenue 'of too many of the oonrt 
" conlified prinopally in ioclofures, and imo­
" provements of that nature, which he fiUl 
" oppofed paffionately, except they were 
" founded upon law J and then if it would 
" bring profit to the king, how. old and ob­
" {olete foever the Jaw was, he thought ha 
" might jull:ly aclvife the profecutioa : aod {() 
" he did a little too mucll COQilteoaoce the 
c• commiaion concerning depopulation, which 
" breught much char'e aDd trouble upon the 
" people, atul waa likcwU'c caL\ upon hil 
~' atconnt ... 

~ ~ e hue a r4!1W'kable io.llanoe in this reign. 
' bow excellent cafuifis the clergy are, ao~ 

'

. what a notable knack they have of difiiogui~ 
jag in c:afes of cqnfciencc fuitably to the lhapc 
.and .conveniency of the times. WheD king 
.Chllrles, bciogprelfed to paf5 the bill foe attaint­
jog the earl of Str"lljfird, difcovered grell-( u .. -
willingnefs to give his conk:nt to what, he faid, 
his cookience told him was fo unjufi ; he 
w~ ddired by his council to confer .,itb bia 
bilhops on that .poiat. Acoordingly. "• the 
•• archl>ifi1op of .Yori, who was at band. 40 
u hi• afpJDCDt ~ coofdcDce, tol4 him there 

• C/.,.,,,. hii\. of reb. vol. 1. p. zoz. 
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" was a public, and a private confcience: 
" that his public c®,fcience, as a king, might 
. " not only difpenfe- with, bot oblige him to 
cc do -that, which was againft his private COD· 
6 ' fcieJ!CC, as a man.'' · 

Were I to give a full account, and all the 
particular iofiances of the mifchievous coD• 
dua: and behaviour of the clergy in tbefe 
times, it would be taking upon me to write a 
hifiory of the reign, which is very foreign 
from my defign : for in thort, all th~ trou· 
bles in. this reign arc in the greateft meafure 
to be fet down to their account: All the 
innovations in church and ftate, all the at· 
tempts to cred: an independency in the firft, 
and a tyranny in the latter, were connte­
Banced by their doClrine, and promoted by 
their aCtions. And in this I am confirmed by 
the tefiimony of a great man, whofe autho• 
rity in this point cannot be queftioned, fince 
his zeal for the efiablHhed church, and his 
attachment to his prince were fo great, that 
he loft his life in their defence. This 'is the 
lord Fall/and, with part of whofe f peech in 
the houfe of commons, upon the bill for the 
ex.clu6on of the bithops from the houfe of 
lords, I thall condudc DlY account of this 
reign. 

"Mr. 
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"Mr. • Speaker, he is a great ftranger ill 

I " lfrot/1 who knows not, that this kingdo&D 
1. " hath long laboured under many and great 

" oppreffions both in religion and liberty; 
" and hls acquaintance here is not great, or his 
" ingenuity lefs, who does not know and ac­
" knowledge, that a great, if not a principal 
" caufe of both thefe hath been fome bilhops, 
" and their adherents. 

" ·Mr. Speaker, a little fearch will ferve to 
" find them to have been the deftruC\ion of 
" unity under the pretence of uniformity, to 
" have brought in fuperlHtion and fcandal 
11 under the titles of reverence and decency, 
" to have defiled our church by adorning our 
" church, to have flackened the firitlncfs of 
" that union, which was formerly betwixt us 
'' and thofe of our religion beyond the fea, an 
" aaion as impolitic as ungodly. 

" As Sir Thomas Mort fays of the cafuills, 
" their bufinefs was' not to keep men from · 
'' tinning, but to in(orm them, fUOtn tropt fill 
" pmotum fint ptuotl /iuat aattkrt : fo it 
" feemed their work was to try, how much of 
" a papifi: might be brought in without po­
" pery, and to dellroy as much as they could 

• JUjbw. Yol. ~· p. t 84-
"of 

• I 
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" of the gofpel without bringing thc&lfekca 
" in danger of being deftroyed by law." 

" Mr. Speaker, to go yet further, fome of 
" them have · fo iodufiriouOy laboured to de· 
u duce tbemfelves from Ro~nt, that they have 
" given great fufpicion, that in gratitude tbey 
" defire to return thither, or at leafi: to meet 
" it half way. Some have evidently lal;loured 
" to bring in an Englijh, though not a Roma'll 
" popery; I mean not the outfide of it only, 
" and drefs of it, but equally abfoh.ite, a bliltd 
" obedience of the people upon tbe clergy, 
" 1lnd of the clergy upon themfelves; and hate 
" oppofed papacy beyond the fea; that they _I 

" might fettle one beyond the water: nay, 1 
" common fame is more than ordinarily falfe, 
" if none of them have fouod a way to recon• 
" ~ile the opinion• of Rmu to the prefer· 
" ments of E11gltmd, and to· be fo abfolutely,. 
cc diretl:ly, and cordially papifis, that it is all, 
" fifteen hundred, pounds p1r atmum, can do, 
" to keep them from cohfeiliog it." 

I would not be underfl:ood from, any thing 
I have faid of the protefiant clergy to infi• 
-Jnrate, that their conduct: had any necelf~LrJ 

conne8ion with the principles of our ella­
blHhed religion: but my defign is only to {hew 
the ill confequen<:e qf throwing fo ~at a 'thaFC 

· of 
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~ of power and property into the haada of any 

(et of .men, as fhall naturally occafion them 
to have a diftinC\ interefi from that of the 

' community. And therefore I mufi obferve, 
the pre!byterian minifiers difcovered no left 
fondnefs for power than thofe of the chorea 
of England, or lefs inclination to opprefs all, 
who thought differently from them, during that 
fhort time, in which they vainly imagined every 
thing was to be carried on according to thofc 
wbimfies, they had formed in their heads •• 

It is furprizing to confider how little effe8: 
r the confideration of the miferies, this king­

dom fo lately felt, had upon the minds of the 
clergy after the relloration of Charlts II. It 
was to be expdted, they would have thunned 
with horror thofe fteps, which had been found 

· · ·by experi~nce to have expofed their country 
to ruin, and have blulhed at the bare mention 
of thofe doClrioes, by which they themfelves . 
bad been fo eminently accetrory thereto. 

But compa.ffion for the fufferings of their 
country, and a regard for· the refi of their fel­
low.fubjeas, weighed very little with them, 
when put in the ballance with the hopes of • 

preferment 

• A very good reafon this, againft eftablilhing any 
priefta whatever, or giYiag them any power at al_l. 'I bl ,,,,, .•. 
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preferment under a new king, and an irre­
coocileable hatred to the prelbyterians. They 
fell into all the maxims ami ddigns o( an 
abandoned, licentious and corrupt court, and 
extolled the jufinefs and wifdom of its 
meafures. 

Nor did they .lhew any greater regard for 
the religious than civil rights of the kingdom, 
though the difpofition of thofe, who were near­
eft the king, claimed no fmall circumfpeCtion 
from them • in that point. And though they 
could not but be fenfible of the dangero, which 
fo evidently threat ned r.cl~gion from a popilh fuc· 
celfor, yet they were the mofi violent exclai. 
mers againfi the bill of exclufion t ; and when 
it came into the houfe of lords, moll of the 
bilhops prefent, if not all, voted againfi it : and 
with fuch zeal did they run into the humour 
of the ~ourt at that· time, that if was obferved, 
they fully verified the proverb in the gofpc:l, 
" where the carcafe is, the eagles will be ga­
" the red together." 

Nor was the zeal of the clergy for the 
deligns of the court the over· fiowings only 
'of an incontinent joy at the king's refioration, 
which might have engaged their whole atten­
tion in fuch a manner, as to prevent fo early 

t Burntt, p. 48a, • 
• 
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_ a d'ifcernment of the wrong meafures then 

taken ; but when the IWl-lk was quite thrown 
olf, and the kiQg, having quarrelled with his 
Jafi parliament, difcovered his refolution never 
to be cramped with one for the future, " • the 
" clergy particularly. difiinguilhed themfelvct. 
" by fuewiog their attachment to the printi­
cc pies and maxims of the court, and feemed 
" to make it their bufinefs- to furrender to 
·u the king all the liberties and privileges of 
c' the fobjeCl:s, and to leave them only an on• 
" limited obedience. According to the prin· 
" ciples publicly preached, no eafiern m'l• 
" narch was more abfolute than the king of 
'' England." The conduCl: of the late par­
liaments was arraigned, as feditious and trea­
fonable: and, at the archbilhop of Canter­

bury's- own t motion, the clergy were made 
the heralds for opublHhing the reafons, the 
king in his declaration pretended he had, 
for dilfolviog the parliament, which was to 
be read ia all churches throughout Eng· 
land. -

It is llrange. how prevalent the moll: ab­
furd and dell:ruClive opinions are over the 
minds of good and wife men, when propa­
gated as the general fentimcnts of that body, 

* Rapin, vol. z. p. 725. t Burnet, p. soz. 

V 0 L. II. F of 
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of which they ·are members. And of this 
we have an extraordinary infiance in a great 
man, whofe name I cannot mention on this 
occafion without reluClance : I mean, the fa~ 
mous archbi!hop 711/otfon, who from his let• 
ter to my lord Ruffil, when under condemna­
tion in Newgatt, the' latter end of this reign,~ 
appears to llave held the doCtrine of unlimited 
paffive obedience, in the ftriCl'eft 'fenfe of 
the words; though afterwiuds experience of the 
fatal confequences, that Bowed from fuch doc­
trine; it is to be prefumed, made him aa 
upon principles very different from thofe, 'into 
which he had been before mifled ; and no 
one appeared a more ftrefluous well-wifher 
to the revolution, that followed in the next 

·reign. 

Since then the·prevaltncy of general opinions 
may have that force 'in miileadiog .more dif­
cerning and maturer judgments, with what 
detefiation ·mull: we look oa the behaviour of 

" . I 

thdfe, who having the education of a gceat 
• part of the youth of the nati.on, and thofe 

too of highdl: difiinCl'ion, committed to their 
care, !hould, in order to recommend tliem­
felves to a prince, endeavour to corrupt th~ raw 
and uninformed minds of fuch youth with the 
moll: ungenerous and flavi!h doCl'rines? ThilJ 
was what the univerfity of Oxford did; .who. 

not 

1 
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not content with • giving the king a mani­
fet1: proof, by a folemn decree, of their own 
mean and profiitute compliance with all his 
de.figns, whatfoever they fuould be; infamoufly 
ordered, by the fame decree, all tutors to in­
.fi:ruCl: thofe under their care in the fame fervlie 
notions, th:it they themfelves had therein ex­
prelfed. What ·treatment did not thefe be• 
trayers. of the moft important charge, their 
c:ountry could i1ltruft them with, deferve from 
it ? Who, infiead of forming the minds of 
their pupils, by an early acquaintance with 
the celebrated authors of antiquity, to an imi- · 
tation of Greek and Romon virtues, and of 
~nimating them by the nobleft examples with 

• Amongll other dochines, thefe following were 
condemned as damnable, ahd dellruaive to all lo­
cietf, vi!:G. 

All civil authority is derived originally from the 
people. 

There is a mutual compac'l, tacit or exprefe, b~­
tween a prince and his fubjeas; and that if he 
perfo~m not his duty, they are difcharged from 
theirf, · . 

That if governors become tyrants, or govern 
otherwife, ihan by the laws of God and man they 
ought to do, they forfeit the right they had unto· 
their government • 
• Thtre lies no obligation on chrill.ians to paffive 

obedience; and the primitive chri!Uans chofe rather 
to die than refi!l, becaufe chrillianity was not fet­
ded lily the laws of the empire. , 

. , Vide Rapin, vol. ;z, P· 7 jO. 

F ~ t~1e: 
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the love of virtue, freedom, and tbc:ir coun­
try; who, in !lead of fortifying their minds 
with a generous courage, and contempt of 
death, if ever the public fervice fuould re­
quire it, taught them to become fubmiffive 
flaves of o_ppreffion, fit onlJ to execute the 
will and commands of tyrants. 

After the death of Charles II. the duke of 
10rl fuccceded to the crown with the gene­
ral· appearance of approbation and joy in the 
clergy, though the principles of his religion had 
been fafficiently known ; and there was great 
reafon to believe, that the wrong fleps, and 
violent meafures taken in the latter end of .his 
brother's reign, were greatly pufhed forward j 
by the natural earnefinefs of the duke's tem- ·j 
per and councils. Thefe confiderations, one 
would have thought, fuould have more parti- -
cularly obliged the clergy to the greateft cir­
cumfpeaion and ~aution in all they faid or 
did, to avoid giving the )call countenance. to 
any opinions, which they were fenfible mufi: 
hurry a prince of Jamts's complexion of mind 
more precipitately into fuch defigns, as his re­
ligious, and other-principles of courfe inclined 
him to ; and in which they could not but dif­
cern, he would have no other check than the 
:~ppearance of difficulty and oppofition, he might 
meet with in the accomp!Uhmentof them. ... . . 

'But 
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But fo far were they from ufing any pre• 
caution of this kind, that after king Jam,s · 
came to the crown,. unlimited obedience was . 
trumpeted,~ if poffible, with more indufiry · 
tl1an ever in the pulpit, and all other places •. 
And how necelfary, an.d icfeparable a pnrt they.· 
thought it of the chritlian religion, as dla­
biHhed here, is manifefi from the infulting im­
portunity (for furely it can be called no other)·. 
with which the unfortunate • duke of M:n· 
mouth was preifed to acknowledge it on the · 
fcaffolcl'- by thofe appointed to attend him, 
who were the bHhops of Ely, aild of Bath·. 
and IYtlls, together with Dr. T't1Jifon 1lnd · 
Dr. H:Dptr. Nay, fo careful were fome of th~" 
clergy, that the regal power thould not feem .. 
liable. to any refiraints or limitations, that left. 
the .king's own gracious promifes, which he, 
had 111ade at his coming to the crown, might 
be thought to bind him down to the pcrfor· 
mance of them, Dr. Cartwright, afterwards.· 
bifuop of Chtjl.r t, alferted in a fcrmon 1,. 

" 'that the king's promifes were free d6natives, ... 
" and ought not to be too llricUy examined or · 
" urged, and that they mufi leave his majetly; 
~1 to explain his own IJlCaning in them.'' 

• See Dr. Sacbl'l!, tryal, p. 169. 
t Rap;n, vol. 2. P· 7 54• 

After 
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After a vjew of fuch principles and condua 
hitherto, it 'may feem fomething £lrange to. 
find on a fuddeo, that the career of this king's 
illegal proceedings, met with 'one of the firfl: 
itops from fome of the clergy; this was in 
their refufal to read the king's declaration for 
liberty of coofcience, on account of which, 
feven of the bilhops wer~ committed to the 
v-.wer. But in this non-compliance with the 
court (unufual as it was) they fwerved not from 
their ufual maxims of policy. They plainly 
now bega'ci to fee, that their qwn intere!l:, and 
the defigns of the king were no longer com~ 
patible. A Roman, not an Englijh, popery, 
as in Charles l's time, was now to be e!l:ablilhed 
here. The affair of Magda/m college in Ox. 
ford had opesed their eyes to a fenfe of the 
danger they run, in being further tools to his 
defigns~ and that they were likely to hold 
their ccdefiafiical polfeffions by the uncertain. 
tenure of the king's will. In fuch a cafe it 
was impoffible not to forefee, that their prefer­

mc!nts would be foon given from them to fucb 
men, who having had their education in the 
church of Rem(, would be more relied on by 
a bigotted king, and who indeed would be 
more proper to execute the work, he was in 
fuch a hurry to accompli!h, than an E11gii/h 
cleray, who if they could be difpofcd to cm-

bn.co 



I , . 

a1td ORTHODOXY jhakm. 103 

brace his religibn, yet could with a very ill 
grace and fuccefs be fuppofed ·to propagate it 
amongfr the people. What was then to be 
expected, but to fee large bands of foreign cc~ 
cleliafiics pouring in upon the nation, as in 
the times of Hmry HI. and the plentiful har­
vefi', which the king flattered himfelf was JJO\V 

ripe, gathered in by the hands of Frmcb and 
lta/ia1z priells? Was it not therefore .the cauf~: 
of the church alone, not that of public li­
berty, nor a regard for the intereft of the peo• 
ple, that wrought this fuddc:n a\ter:uion in the 
clergy r The attempts upon civil liberty bad 
remained ,uocenfured, and unoppofed, nay were 
enforced by them on pain of damnation; and 
none of tbefe very bilbops had fcruplcd, or 
thought it even indecent to publHh in their 
pulpits the. late k!ng's abufive de~Jaration again A:: 
the conduct · of his parliament, infomuch that 

. this.fame archbilbop, who was now one of the 
feven, was the perfon, that propofed it in 
council, as has beep mentioned above. So 
ufed had king ]amiS been to hear an abfolote 
obedience to his commands preached up by the 
tlergy, a~d to meet with a full compliance 
with them iii other matters, that on this op­
pofition he very naturally faid, " I • did not 
" expect this from the church of England, 
" efpccially frotn fome of you.'~ 

• Rtz1itt.r voJ. 2. p. 76J.i 
F4 Behold 
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Behold now tM clergy all at once running 
counter to thofe doClrines of their own broach­
ing, which they had with fo much vehemence 
maintained, and becoming guilty of what 
they themfelves bad fo very lately denounced 
the heavieft ceafures and damnations againft, 
both in their particular fermoos and difcoutfes, 
and in their more folcmn and poblic decrees ~ 
This is their fo much boafied ftand for the 
liberty of the people:! This, their ever-me­
morable conduCt!· 

When toon :~ftc:rward's th,e nation was a&­
der t necdlity of calling in the prince of· 
Orang1 for the prefervation of their rights, 
though the clergy thought proper to fwim with 
the fiream, ·yet we fee how awkwardly moft 
of tbofe thiftiog motley politicians came into 
what they were confdous. was entirely c~otra­
ditlory to thofe maxims they had fo avowedly 
inculcated : nor had king William been long 
on the throne, before a difappointmeot in 
thofe preferments, many of them expected, 

' or a relapfe into thofe dotldnes, over which 
they could no- longer bear to wear the malk, 
made them return, like the dog to the vomit i 
giving great reafon to fofpea, that too man! 
amougft ·them would gladly have feen the na­
tion agaiD expofed to its former perils by a. 

reftoratioa._. 



1111d ORTHODOXY jhalcm. 105'~ 
reRoratioo, with the aggravat.ion of having- ! 

taken the oaths of allegiance to klag IPi/Jiam,. 
and abjuration of 'Jaws. 

With this remarkable period in our hiGory •' 
I {ball clofe the prefent account, as the be-· 
havionr of the clergy Jince that time •W .. fo- • 
kno\\'0, and frdh in the memory of every oM, . 
that it will be needlefs for me \O f•y any.tbiog ·. 
of it here. 

And as I have had no other indotement i~ • 
la-ying this before. the public, than a fincere 
zeal for the liberty of all my fellow fubjeCls · 
againll every oppre.ffion of what kind foever;... 
fo. if. in this :attempt any millake has beco.·~ 
committed (though I am not confclous of any a.t. t 
p~efent) I fuall always be ready ~ngeuuou.O.y ~O·• 
adwowledg!; .it •. 

Fs· 
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S WE R 
T 0 .THE 

Country PARSoN's PLE_A, &c-. 

r ,., Rt'V11'1M, 

A Pamphlet hatb been deHvercd at tlaf 
doors of both hoofes of parliament, 
lind fent under the franks of diverfe 

6f my lords the B....;.._ps tO the parochial 
clergy, entitled, PAPEJlS RE.LATING 
T 0 . THE Q...'U AKERS T Y THE .. 
lll L L, rviz. 

J, Extro!ls frDm th1 Jlar/y tpiflks 1/ m1tt• 
;,g if Jtualm hild in London, in rlla­
tiDII tiJ '/jthtt •. 

2.. &marls upDn a Bill trDW tlepmJi,g in 
parliammt, to enlarge, amend, and ren• 
der more etFeaual the laws now in be-­
iog, for the more eafy recovery of tythes, 
c:hurc.b.-rates, oblations, :uad othe~ ecclo:-

iallic:al 
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fiaftical dues, from tile people called 
' Q.!!akers ; ..Jnd lllfo; rtmarls up1n a prinl• 

ed paper, entituled, The cafi if iht peoplt 
·· called ~uaktf's. 

'. 
3· THE C 0 UN TRY PAR S 0 N'e 

P L E A A G A I N 'S T T H E Q._U A­
KERS TY.T HE-BILL, humbly ad­
drtjfid t1 fht tiiiiiMM if Grc~ Brita~ 
ajfombled in pllTiiamtWt. 

4· · Tht taft if the pe~le called Q.!!akers. 

The method of bundling up thefe paper~ is 
:P&ttittlatl¥ to be --d~ .. 

FC>I: that, . 

. ·The -BILL, thouglll ·acll i~ei&Ped. 

Jgaiofit Is .oot .regularly,,. ia dt•; and 

The CASE, which is· the ground of the 
debate, is printed at the md of the papers de­
Jigned to confute it, wbich.feemetl\, u if the 
compiler intended to prejudice the reader . 
again!\: both the bill and the cafi, before ht 
fuould read either. · 

So very unfair a procedure deferves animad• 
verfion; and, . 

This atifwer is dire8ed to the nthor of 1/ 
the mmtr1 parfm' s p/ta, and not to either of 

bis 
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his co1legues,. becaufe I would not be charged 
,;it~ defigriing to expofc the naludnefs of a fa­
ther, or .:,ith deriding the dotage of a motbttt 
in the church ; 

I would not be charged with direCl:ing my 
anfwer either to the lightifi, or the httnJi!ft of 
the triumvirate, whilft there is on1 to be ani­
madverted upon, whofe parts and cap~city 
have raifed him above contempt, even in fpite 
of his fowfing • profiitutiori - of whom the 
caufe of liberty and virtue might fear as much 
mifchief, as be is known to bear malignity to 
it, wer~ not his abilitiu _fo happily qualified by 
his rtputation, that the .mpfr impotent cannot 
be more harmlefs. 

This m~ntry parfon' s 'lta addrefies itfelf tq. 
the commons of Gr1at Britain, in a mannes:, 
fecmiugly h)JIIlble, modei, aad fair. 

J, c n is pref~ lt~J..~ t!iJ aut!Hr, that 
c it c:ao be no ~of ~:_meaneft to offer 
" reafoDs to the · · · i · 

.... ' . 3• . 

2. 'Nor- a reproach to any man to have;· 
' a s:edonable concerQ for his own property. 

• A phrafe ufcd by lord Bt~linlmlu in his charaaer 
Gf a cercain prelate; ru. D!fftrtlllion IJII pt~rtits. 

3· ~TruLl~ 
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. 
3· c Trufiing to thefe prefumptions, l 

c make bold, &c.' 

This. fpecious preamble might induce us to 
believe, 

That this country parfon is humb1y ·ru·b! 
mittiog his cafe to an houfe of comnroni 

better informed ~ 

And not that it ls the faa in this, as i.i­
every iofiance where a bill for the _reforma­
tion of the church is"btougbt into parliament, 
that one or ·two· vmtrable jages draw up an· 
inveflive againfi 1he bill before it b:tth · had 
a fecond reading, and fend it franked by the · 

' pofi .. to the clergy through · the kingdom; to 
rai(e a·clamour from their pulpits againfi the 
proceedlogs of parliament. 

This invalion of the rights of the houfi of 
tommons hatb ·been fo· ampty pra£lifed by their 
Jpiritual L--ps, that cirtuf-ar Tetters to the 
clergy of the feveral diocefes and ·of the two 
univeriities -have been llfued, under covers in~ 
Ccribed ·with R. R. Names, on· the bringing · · 
in of bills in three feveral . years, viz. Fi.{ Cl, 
lhe Tythe-Bill, · 1731, . next, the mlifwjlit~ 

UllTa 
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collrt BiU, 1733, aad lafily., the !(.ualm IJibt· 
bill now depending. 

With infolence 1li11 more alarming, the 
perfons who iffued thofe letters have as open­
ly menaced tbe memhtrs who brought in thofc 
bills; threatning to oppofe them in fubfeqoen~ 
el~Cliona with the weight of church influence, 
which that it hath intimtdated the worth,· 
membtrs I prefume not to believe, I am furc 
it llilall never ln~imidate ~; eut if the faa: r,c 
enquired into, there: arc not w.anting thofc whe> 
will make it full1. appear. 

Not that any one lamoatt to have heard' 
tbefe menaces fo frankly poured out again!\: 
tile rNmhm, becaufe if that tJmtrtlbll h•t11 op­
pofe their intcrefi ·in. the. .Janda of E,gJa,J• 
againfi the rights of an IH*.fo If ,,.,s, it will­
fpeedily move the wifdom of par liameot to check 
flle exorbitance of that power which is fo bold 
with their liberties. 

Whatever lhall threaten the reprefeatatives· 
of the people in the free e:itercife of their 
noble{\ p~ogati9e, the ntJ>ti1fs of trittianw, 
muft ftrlkc at the life of their authority and 
reputation: and moft infamoutly treats them a.· 
a body of men called together for the bufioefs 

. o£ 
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of tax.ing, and odt at all for the rbfing of tht 
fubject: 

As if the commons of Grtat Britain were 
in duty boqnd to grant money, fqr building of 
chuuhts. and repairing of abbies, but were with­
out a 'ompetent jurifditlion to examine abufes 
commit.ted by the dergy in their fuits for tyth(s 
and dues, and ·for more than their due. 

· This, .abfurd at it is, will be found to run. 
through the plea before us, as a ptin<.iple on 
which the efiablilhment of ~burch and fiate it­
founded, and without whlc:h the clergy tan 
have oo maintenanc:e. ' 1 

· c It i~, fays tht! pltll, a reproach to no 
c· mao to have a reaf~nable. coocern for hla 
c· own pr#ptrt!.' , 

And the wliole .atgalhent treats the bill as 
a violation of the par-fin's property, becaufc it 
direas in what manner he fhall fue the layman 
for tythe. 

·This is · con·ttiv.ed to enBame the clergy 
againfi the houfe of ceanmoas_, as r~bbing 
c~urcbmcn of their propttiJ. 

But 
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• 
But I think the word propert1 was never 

lefs warrantably ufed, than it hath been on this 
occa!ion. 

The tytbes of the clergy, are the wages,. 
which, as fervants of the public, they receive 
from the bounty of the laws; and their right 
in thofe tythes :ailing purely from the grau, 
their remedy in fuing for them muft depend 
wholly on the will of the legifiative power. 

A layman's freehold. accruc:s to him ·by in­
heritance from his father: a churchman's free-

, hold accrues to him by the gift of the pubiic, 
on fuch conditions, as are or lhall be dec.lared 
to qualify the tenure of the poffc:ffion, or tho 
recovery of any rights incident to ,it. 

By no_!l-compUanc.e with thcfe conditions, 
as declared in a lingle act of parliament~ i. '·. 
the lafl: uni[orm:t,-aa, thoufands. have be~ 
deprived in a year, not only of their tythes, 
but their churches, with the high approbatiOQ 
of all zealous churchmen. 

And I mull: fay, for the reputation of the 
fufferers in . that cafe, that as fenfible as they 
were of their hardfuips, they had greater ma­

.te£tt 
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&felly. than to call that a proptriJ which they 
knew to be only a tr'!ft.: 

Nor would it have been endured ; and much.. 
lefs, that, knowing their polfe.ffions to be held 
o£ this public donation-, they thould have ha'd 
the iofolcnce to treat any intereft incident to 
their polfeffion, as a matter of proptrty, not 
belonging to the difpofttion of parliament. 

· Every private intereft, even rights of inhe­
ritance, mull: be governed by the con!ideration. 
of public interelt. Salus populi; foprtma ltx. 

And, nothing can be more idfolent or In­
congruous, than- to challenge the donations of 
tbe public, as a property not to be reformed' 
for the convenience of the public.-

• No free fiate, no wife people, ever fa&recf 
fuch a· dOClrioe to pafs unreproved. The 
Agrarian laws of the ancient republics in direC\: 
contradiCl:ion to it, ordained the equal difiri­
bution of lands, ·and reformed the grievance of 
txctjfiu1 proptrty, by limiting and refuaining the 
polfeaions.of their fubjecls .• 

The laws of England are not witho~t the 
!lrongefl: declarations of the fame wifdom in our 
kgitlators ; the rtfirmm if ••r church, t~ 

thei.: 



.tt11d 0.R"THODOXY jhaltn. I'J 7 
1beir honour be it ever remembered, were the 
men who avowed this power of retrenching 
vzormiJus property to be the prerogative of 
parliament. 

The aC\: concerniag Ptttr 1';nti and dif­
·penfations, 25 H111. VIII. (ap. J S· hath· this 
remarkable preface. 

,, WHEREAS, It fiandeth with natural 
' equity and good reafoo, that in aH and 
' every laws human, made within this r~aJm, 
' or induced into this realm by f11ft'erance, 
4 confenr, and cuiom your. royal tna­
' jelly, and :your lords fpiritual and temporal, 
' and commons, reprefenting the- whole llate 
' of your realm, in this your moa high court 
' of parliament, H.A V E full power and -au­
' thority, IJ'Ot on~y t~ difpenfe, but alfo to au­
' thorife .fome elec!t perfon or perfons, to dif­
' penfe with thefe and all other human la\n in 
' this your realm, and with every o.ne of them, 
' as tht quality •{ tht perfons and manner jhalt 
.. rtquirt; arid alfo the faid laws and every one 
' of them to abrogate, amplify, or diminHa, 
' as it lhall be feen unto your majelly, and 
' the nobles and commons of your realm, pre­
' .Cent ·in your parliament, meet and conve­
' nient for the, wealth of your realm. 

'And 



u 8 CJ"'be Pillars of PRIESTC~AFT 
' And becaufe that it is now in .tbefe days 

• prefent feen, that the fiate, dignity, fuperio-
• rity, reputation, and authority of the. impe­
' rial crown of this realm, by the long fuffe­
' ranee of unreofinable and uncharitah/11 ufurpa-

. ' ti11ns 11nd exatli~t~s, pracUfed in the times of 
• your moLl noble progenitors, is much and fore 
' decayed and dimioilhed, and the people of 
' this realm thereby impoverilhed, and fo or 
'_worfe be like to continue, if remedy be not 
' therefore lhortly provided: 

1 
' It may therefore pleafe your mofi 11Uie I 

• majejiy, Bee. (to take away Peter Pm" and 
• payments to the fee of R11me. )' 

This afl provided againfi the claitt1s of fo• 
reigoers; we fuall in the next in.lbnce fee how 
our ancefiors dealt with the claims and pret11nd- i 

ed properties of churchmen W H 0 W E R E 
NATIVES. 

The afl ·for fuppreffiog of monafieries, 
~hich had not lands above 200 /. by the year 
(27 Hm. Vlll. cap. 28.) 

DECLARES, 

' The lords and commons by a great 1 

• deliberation finally be refo1v~d, that it is and 
' fuall 
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• ftlall be awch .more to the pleafure of al­
< mighty God, and for the honour of tqis rea)Jn, 
~ that the poifeffions of fuch religious houfes 
' now being fpent, Jpoiled, and wajltd fw in­
~ trtaft and mfl.inttPf~n.:t ofjin, 1h<?uld be ufed 
' and coll}lll~ttc_d ~o better _ufes; ~od .the ,,_ 
' thrifty rel!gious fo f.P.enqiog the fame, to be 
'6 coippelled to reform .~b~ir ~ives; and fpere­
' upon moll: humbly d~re the kiJlg's higboefs, 
'. it may be enacted ( tiJ fopprtfs them.) 

. To this aa for fupprtj/ing the ltj[tr mlt­
jiaftical Jou>;dati~ns, fuccecded foon afterwards 
the general furrender and dilfolution of ;tll the 
.monafieries in the, kingdom, when fo many 
impropriatiom if IJthe became lay-fm, and 
were alienated from the church by authority of 
parliament. 

Whoever reads thefe aels, will find, 1. That 
the r~gulation of ecclefiallical property is fo far 
from contradicting, that n~thing can be more 
uatural to the genius of this free kingdom; 

2. That fuch regulation of property in the 
church, i$ the only ·means. by :which any pc:o .. 
ple can obtain a reformation of religion. 

3· That the· parliament of this kingdom, in 
divefting the church of tbofe impropriations 

6 if 

... , 
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~ tytht, did not allow churchmen to ha~ any 
1ryerty in tythe ; 

And, 4• That if the legiaature now in be· 
·ing, proceeding in the fame courfe as our .firjf 
1'tformtrs, ihould think it expedient to abolilh 

·IIIII tythe1-remaioing in the church, or to convert 
it into lay:fees, they could not want a full and 
proper warrant from the aas of their prede­
-celfors, fo long as the acts for non-payment of 
Ptttr Pmu, and for fuppreffing of mone!Jferits 

• flmll remain in the fiatute-books. 

'But we are not debating the quefiion, whe­
ther tythes ought to be continued: the quakers 
tas ·a people who think them to be abolilhed 
by the gofpel of Chrifi, and not lawful by the 
principles of religion for them to pay) defire 
the authority of parliament to be in fuch man­
ner interpofed, that fo long as they are levied 
upon them, it may be in the lc:aft oppre!Jive 
·courfe, and by the mofl: fummary procefs. · 

The houfi if commons, in compaffion to their 
grievances, with the moft unanimous, cbear­
"ful, and ready confent, ordered a BILL to be 
brought in, to enlatge, ammd, and rmder more 
"..fit7ua/ th1 laws now in being, for t·he more eajj i 
recnury if tythes, 'hurth-:ra/11 and oblatirms, 

anti 
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'tl1l4il'lkr ltcl'.ftfllical d111s from tht pt#pll call1tl• 
Q!!akers. 

The bill, by \heir command, bath beea . 
printed. 

It recites: 

c That by an a£1-, 7 & 8 of TP. III. :t re-. 
c medy is provided for the r·ecovery of tythes 
' and church-rates, not exceeding the value· 
• of tm pounds, where ~akers tefQfe to pay. 
• them, 

• That by another aa, I Glo. I. the [aid 
c remedy is elttended as well to tythes as to all 
• other rights, dues, or payments from any· 
' ~akers belonging to any church, chapel, or . 
• ~he minifier or -curate thereof: 

And it further recites, 

• That it may be convenient to ex.telld this 
c .provifion to a further fum. 

It therefore ena~St 

• That where any ~akers fl1a1l tefufe to 
- 1 pay or compound, any two or more ju!lices . 

' of the peace (other than fuch jufiice as is pa-
V 0 L. II. G ' tro11 
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c'troo of the church, or ie'ra-eAed ·in the tjthf.t) 
" upon complaint of the 'P•rfoo, or proprietor, 
" or colle8or • fhall fum moo fuc:h Q!!aker to 
" appear before them, and either upon appear· 
• aoce or default of appearnce (fucb fummont 
6 being duly proved upon oath) Jhall proceed 
" to hear the complaint, and to fiate what it 

· ~ due, and by order under thek banda aad 
" feals to dire£t die payment thereof, fO that 
• the fum ordered do noi exceed (a fum to , 
• be limited by tllis bill;) and fhall ordu 
' reafooable cofis not exceeding (a fum to 
6 be limited by t~iS bill ; ) and upon tbe rt­
c fufal of fuch Q.!!akers to pay according to 

• fuob order, it fliall be Jawfal for the faid 
' jullices by warrant, to kvy the money by dif­
• trefs and fale of thegoodsoffochQ!Jakers, ren­
e dering the overplos (the necetr.uy charge of' 

, c dillrefs being thereout fir£1: dedn8ed.) And 
" an}' perfon finding himfeJf aggrieved by this 
• judgment: may appeal to the .next general 
" quarter feffions, and the jufiices there pre· 
• fent ftlall proceed finally to hear and deter. 
'mine the matter, and to reverie or affirm 
" the faid judgment; and if they cantinue 
• the judgment, tlaey fuall give fuch coils a· 
' gainft the . appellant as they fuall think rea· 
",fonable; and no certiorari or writ from 
"any court lhall remove or fuperfede their 
' l'r«ccdings. 

I It 
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It is furlher eoa!l:cd, 1 That if the aoDual 
• 'Value of fat:b tythes or dues doth not es ... 
. , coed the 'fum (to be ihoited by this aa) no 
-s Qgakec thall be . fued in lr!Y other court or 
.. miLilaer, ualc:fs the thlc of fudl qtbcs 1ball 
·c bo lnqudiGDJ 

' And that lf the perfoo asaioft whom 
, ' filCh j~at JJaaH be hid, SW1 RDJ09C out 

"'of tbeoo•!J, clfiirifion, or c:cwpantion, aftrtr 
' fu(h .ja4ismeat1 the jofticea who m.de th.e 
" ordc:r'fhall certify it to any juftice of fuc:h. 
' place to which the faid perfoo 1haJI be re­
' m01'Ctf·, whic-h jufiicc is authoriZed to order 
' fach fum to be levied on the goods and chat-
4 tels of fucb petfon, in the fame maltaer ·as 
'"the other .juftices might, if fuch perfoo had 
' not been removed·. 

· • Profided always, that no diRrers thaU 
. ' oe exceffi\'e or unrtafOnabJe, but proponion­
c cd, n near as may be, to the value of the 
'fum. 

' Provided alfo; That where ·any Q!Jaker 
1 complained of, for fubfit-aCHng, . with·ho]d .. 
c ing, o~:_ not paying, or compouading for fuch 
'· tythes or dues, atall in,lifi: qpen any pre­
' fcripdoa, compoliti.on, or mpdus ieamandi. 

G :& 'ex-
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1 exemption, difcharge, agreement, 91' title, 
•-whereby he ought to be freed from the pay­
~ ment in quefiion, and fhall deliver the fame 
• in writing to the faid- juflices, that then they 
' fball give no judgment in the matter, but 
' ·that the. perfons complaining Qutl be at ft­
' berty to profecute in any otlter court;· as if 
4 this aa had not been made . 
. · 

·',Aad it is ena8ed, That fo much of the 
'·before recited aCt as relates only to the reCB· 
' very of tytbes or dues fhall be repealed ; 

' And that any · perfon fued for any thillg. 
'. done purfuant to this aa, may pkad the ge­
~ neral i{fue, and on tbat, or any other, give 
' this aa and' the (pecial matter in evidence; 
' and if a vercli8: or judgment lhall be for the 
• defendant, or -if _the plaintiff be nonfuit, ex 
• difcontinue the a8:ion, the defendant lhall re­
' 'Cover (treble] cofrs; and no fuit fhall be 
• commenced for any thing done purfuaot to this 
1 all', unlefs it be brought within a limited time 
' after fuch caufe of aaion arifes. 

'1 Ana la&y, This aa is dec:lared. to be a 
"' ·-p?blic a8. 

'T-his is the tenor of the bill : 

A'bill, which by a · peculiar fate, no fooner · 
'Val .-brought iDto parDament, than it uitcd cer­

tain 
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lain right reverend prelates in the clofcCl com­
bination agaiofi it ; and they, whofe reciprocal 
hatred was as fierce as the rivaHhip for power 
which occalioned it was unchriLlian and fclln· 
d'aloos, at once laid afide their animofities to 
o~p6fe . this moll reafonable bill ; dr~adfulty. 

co1Je8ing the force of their abili:ies in a for­
midable pamphlet, after having in thdr firds 
for fupumacy been hardly prevailed on to fL1 P· 
JOrt the provocation of each other's compally • 

. . From this unexpeCted alliance, hath arifcn 
the clamour of "the country par/on againfi this 
bill ; a clamour indefatigably promoted, but by 
nothing more fuccefsfally than by the words of 
tl\e plea~ viz. · 

• As I am a fubjeCt of Great Briflilin~ as 
·~·well as a minifiet of the gofpel~ I have a 

"· hit th-right in tht /a,.v, and in having aU 
··-qJJefiioos relating to my property determined 
• in tbe.·metbods of jullice ufed in this king-
• dom, and not referred to an arbitrary ded-
• fion. Nulli tugaUmus jujlitiam) is the Ja._ 
·' guage of!'!agna &harta.' · 

: 'this is ll: fuggc!li~n •.. that the bill dep.rives 
.lhe clergy of their ~irt~·right in the law, that 
it fubjelts them to a determination of property 
BOt ufed in this kingdom, that it refers them to 
.... GJ I.D 
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an arbitrary declfioo, and ~ies them tbe jufiic~ 
which is promifed by rnatu cbart11. 

Some of tbefe complaints appear upon ex-. 
amination tO JaaYe DO mraoillg, and others.­
to have no force; that is, they might be ob­
jell:ions, did .not they want the foundation. o( 
truth. 

The allegation of the clergy's llirth-right· 
;, tl" ltlw, as appficablc to the dfair of tya!les,. 
would make a ftranger imagine, that either 
they were born with the ;,tJdiblt charaflec 
upon tbcm, or that every priell had inftitution. 
aad induBion of a benefice, even ;.,., his 11111/Jn.' s 
w•m!J. · 

If the tytb.,, if ~ due~ i£ the: maiJ)tc• 
11a~e which ia now paid to the cl.er.gy, w.e~;c 
entirely t~ken away, they would lofer no birth•. 
a igbt •hicb they hu:e iD the Jaw; they mig~t 
We tbe beanoleac~ whlcla they receive from. 
the }4w, aad which the Jegi&ture hate the 

· fame rigiJt to rcfame, as eYer they bad to ell-· 
lUb, if the fame reafon. which induced tbct 
grant fbould .req'Qjre the rd'omption ; if pu!Jhi.­
zHti Olo~d caU 11poll them to ~ what 

· their anceAon coofe~tc4 to from ~po other c;oli· 
fidcrattoD. 

.. .,:j 



llut tle bill huh QQt pr.opofe41 tb4; taldog 
away c.f their maiMeaance. It gives ~ 
fuch methods of fuing for it, as may be Jeaft 

. Yea•niou&. i-. the proc~~ t~~d leeft·opprdiwe 
~ the -.4.: a ~tlaod ef rccoftfi.Dg their maia­
teuaDce, whicA 8181. ~ c:Gaf8• rbe fubllaace 
qf thole whole Jaboar aaaiatains the& 

This reeoftl'y lteiag giwn by alae judgment 
ef t-.. jtftkn of d..- pe~c ia the county 
where tlae complaiot arifes. or~ upeo appetl 
.by the general 111•arter· feffioo of the couoty 
--- by WNt colo• or pre«eace can· fucb 
•a:Wiodou ba llr.oagtd ·•aaW it I 

Tie werch ol dM great eb.rter~ ,IIi ,,, ... 
,.,, j11jlili.-, tM fpokco by ·tho king, wbo. 
te fuppe&d ·~ t'- loti·C..W) te- be pr•t 
lo hil courts fJi iuttke, cladariltst Wi will '"'' 
j"'iCI II ., ..... 

The wOtCit iatncled, ~fiat t1ae fUjea thall 
.. YC rcfort to & certaia ceurt wherein he Olall . 
'- detcrmiecd:; Hd aot "•• he fhaU fue ta. 
uery court accordiDI to_hia fancy : 

OtherwiGt, be might file in the high. 
eoan of parliamcat fOI' tba fum rX fi~ ad light 
1!""1; Cw, doubtleft, the. kiDS -it pre{ont • 

G 4. well• · 
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well there as in any inferior court, and is 
· (peaking the fame words, nulii ntga/Jimllt ·juf 
tit.:tlm.-

The words then give no man a right to 
be heard in what court he pleafes, but in fudt 
as filaU be appointed him ; 

And this is the tmo/·birth-right, which either 
clergy or laity ·can pretend to have in de­

. termi.napons. of qocfiigos relating to· theif 
properly • 

. , ·. 
If. tbe court of chancery by ·injunll:ions 

lhall flay pr~ecdiogs in th,e CQilrts of common 
law ; if the courts of common law by pro­

. hlbitioos fhall ftay the proccediog• of ecclefia­
ilical courts, is the: jufiice promifcd by ~~~agu 

:£btuta dtnU;d co the paf.tJ. w.ba,mq. not pro• 
.C~.ut~ ip \hof~ .'our.tJl. 

---· No: for, he is not to have the 
ad·nntage oi ·/(I'W c:ontrary to good m(tinul ; 
nor is any man to fue in an improper coart, DOl' 

jollny cour.t to have coa¥i~e of Wl impro,. 
c.1ufe • 

. All'li if the c:oarts Of CIOIIl'llOn law com pre· 
bend, within their' jurifdiaioo, the fgll view 

. ,JOel fupuintcndanty of tbc cctlcft.tt\kal tour.t&f 
. . if 

I 
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if the courts of equity have the fame compafs 
in reviewing and fuperiatending· the courts "of 
common Jaw, with power to abridge and reftraln 
-Hlei.r proceedings as jufiice ma, ~cqoir.e .;. 

Hath not the legifiative power, the par­
iialDCDt of !!he ldogdom, /Mprmu t#g,izlf~t of 
.all coor&s ao4 methGds of recovery, with likt: 
· ~er to rdlraiafwts •. as t~y ilall fee caufe 1 

By 11111pa charta the kitsg is fworo to tim:! 
110 man ju.ftice, to dtla1 ,., ""'" j'!fti&l, ~ 
that is, he is (worn to txuut1 the lawJ. 

:But is the par1iaJDent bound not to aJtet 
·tJle Jaws, or not to amend, explaio, and re­
peat them, as the _good of the kingdom fhali 
requird 

The king, as chiif mog'ijlrate, is undcc 
1nis refiraint; in rltis capacity he cannot have . 
cognizance of public ·convenience: but• the 
king, lords and commons, as ltgifl11'1N coo-

. not be refkrai'oed-. They mull provide for 
I'Qjiic ~r-m~mimt.l, aa f~pellior, te -all .other con~ 
4iderations: fo that tof.mit porl:o~t~~nlatJ pnutr, · 

· as if it were r"Cnl power, is incongruous wirla 
·Jegillation, aod not to be charged 011 the WPJd.l -

. «.lfth.e gr:tfll tharl". 
. \ . . • 

.G S ' li 

-. 
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/If tlmefc>re the tflllll"1 !JBfo" is caal.l .. · 
hy parliament to fuc ia, uy tertai• tfllrl, aa4 
may receive a deta:m1aatioa ac:cOrdiPg ta t.bc. 
11fage thereof~ jofticc is ,., dlllitd llim. · 

The ~de.. of tiM. II"'• in fcttiog fartla.tbe 
••rd~ps which· the potf• md fuftr fraa 
this bill, fa""'~ that t-he power of ;.tHe• af 
tbc j,eacc to determine queftioos of property 
withoot· appal, is &.aactbod. ol julli£c. 110t ufed-: 
io this kiogdoa : 

:A fuggeftioa fo falfc, and f~ fully to . be· 
.tifproved by every. day's ufage, groaodc~on. 
the laws of the kingdom made u,nder maa7 
kiogs, tha~ I will charitably. hope, the author. 
of the plea rather. fergot .tbaa. cooccalecl·. t:be. 
fafu which coofatc him. 

1 t is_ a method of jofiice ufea· i" qaeftiou, 
of property. between the king and the fubo­
jefl, where the 'pq,blic rc.'felluc aacl the trade 
Gf the kingdom.. arc .cooceroed, ad :where. ibr 

· yaJae of the property io quefiioo mutl, befoecl 
all comparatiw.e proportiooJ exceed the talu ti 
the whole ·ty&lbe of abi JUDgd-. 

Thn the flatwte r 2 Car. II. 11p. '+· ...... 
tbt gtllU~ 'luarterfefiiouof.tbccoaaty. po~ ... 
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to adjadge, to lCYfl mitigate; compoalhf, or lcf~ 
h dte.Wtihlrcs od peoaldcs of perfooe of• 
&adios again(\ tbc.law• of cadfe. 

..., .. no. (lrlimwi ~ {•wred• tllleil'· 
~eediop, 011· aq.9i· th.cjr '!"4ut: r~ t., 
a.dfo.. -

By tile. 14·Ctu" •. II. t•P• 11. _, jufikc mall· · 
COIDIDit perfDos binda-insodicen of die oaftom .. 
iiJ the exeewioa of their oftices; lnd ·tt.e jof-­
dc~ lt the 'luarter fcflions IDIJ. inSla: tJae J!l• · 
~ty 9fJOO /. up9D ~em. 

BJ. 1 7•e. II. up. 19- tlfe jultrc:c•- of th•· 
.. ta· WiQQI-~ yu.riJ, ~t $aftw-aod Mi­
lllctU.,s, CC)-~aiA .th• ma'tkc.t·f'i<:e.~ carAt 
flf J'aiD ittpprted. . . - . 

At-by· 5 a 61J'. a.M. t"1· 1• ~art tch . 
.feme the pr:ice of·fak aDd roct.fa~r. 

ADd· bf the (Uf\lte 8~ Arm~~~; t4.18. fW9• 
!dices JUY Cettlc tbe aJiiu of bread; froah 
wholu tlaer~ may. be. 111 ap~al;to.tJaa.g~GCrat~ 
,..,,.,, f'.fm fiOIJ-

Alfct ·bJ·die ft"i&ace ·tt'..liftw; p.,.r.· 2~ P1f. r ... 
,.. 1&. dlrec- joft-haw pawr co- a4j~ft thlt.: 
cbar&~Gf fal.iD& ftt.Ued goo4t •. 

0;;6; lald1 
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-.ADd f~ther, jufikes of the· peace h~ 
,awer given them. 

1Jy tbe 2.0 ~ 31 Car. JJ. to convUt per­
font- 'WhO dffend a·gainfl- the aas prohibiting 

_ th_c importation of great cattle, (!!c. whom they 
may ..lmprifon for thr.ee months. 

: By ;he ~_·~me, cop. 11. they have power 
to cowiCl perfons kriowin,gly receiving, or b'uy­
i~g goods'clandefiinely run or imported, -whom 
they may (for want ·or dlllre!s) imptifou- for 
~hcec .months. 

- By the 2 & 3 ..fnn4, cop; 1'4-. they lla~ 
~ower to"conviCl: peri(ms who do llor pay die 
penalty of 20 s. per buiber for fait btougfit 

!rD~p_ ~UJ!~tl,. wbom lh~J -~a~ ~fr~fo~ fi& 
.months. 

# • 

Power .is likewife .given by the 1 o &. 11 

1Y. nt. c~p. 2-1. that the ju~ices (>f'·t~e 'peac.e 
at their _gen.er;'w 'quarter fetiians fhall_hear and 
~eierml~e · oiatters' 'relating to the 'dillies··~ 
.falt, -u.pop a.o_y appeal by the. pedonS: grieved bj­
.&he judsmont -of .two julllc;es.; and the detcr­
.min.~uon_a( ~u:.b seaeral 9.uar.ter 'ieaioa·s dlaU 
Ale .final, . . . . • 

: •• .. 4 • ........... ·'""' .~,· ., 

·~ 



·.And by the aa I Gift lo ""-· 10. I'IU ju .. 
flice of tl;le .. peace aay «;;nvia pcrfoos of. 
fending in the nlh-trade and levy the Pe­
odty of 'twmty ,,ondc by dilrcfs~ or, for 
want ·of it, commit the olfeeder& to. twclM 
months imprifoomebt. 

. . . 
A ad l>y the ach,6 Gto. I. cap. 21, and 8 . 

?;to.· I. cap. 1.8. twi j'!fiim rending near the 
place ~here feizures"o(brandy or Tdfels of 
the 'burthen· ·of fifteen !nns 4tall. be mad~, 
by virtue of 'any a~b ·relating to -the cutloms, 
for carrying oncu1lomed ptohibired goods from . 
~.ps. inwards ; or for ~Jandin,g certificate 
or,debenture goods from lhips outwards; an';{ 
where feizures of hwfes, or other cattle or 
c;a~riages lh~ll ·be ma_de~ f9r being nfed in the 
re~ovloi,an4 Q?n1leyaqce o( fu.cb ,goods..: . .. . . . . . 

· SHALL examine! into, hear and determiee 
all fach {eitures, an(f their judgment 1hall be 
'final, and 110t liable to any appeal ( """ ;,. th1 
~uaYitY fijfiltts J aor'to any. wtit of &ITti.rari. 

AQd ~\laf tbejofiices oft~ peace may be~a· 
ap;~:'st' to hca'r .and -'f~~niline quefiions of prD­
fel-i}, is en-aae:'<lti] ·. · :· ·. · 

. . ' . , .. . .. .. 
~- l'Hc.aa: 7 '* 8-IP'. llf.. ·'~· 30. that -per• 
'-aia1iog. ·~{dwuhnnwl.bJ !ucbj•fiicea ... 
~ .. , . 
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to appar-aod give ctidcoce on uy iilformatiOit: 
bcfo~fucfl. jolttet, for . .re~ac:ea apiaft tl» l&ws 
of cxdfe; AaJ..fod.tt • ~· 

It will- mwt ~ i-.btpt oa the ci018T;. 
er .Wr:· ac:lwliale:.W.IM.-.., p.rf;w. 10 llew. 
why the clergy•s property ia tytbe fbOahl aoa 
for the cafo oft~ fu~jeas .of EJOgl•tUis 4od· forr 
the aqaiomcn.t of fp~dy joftic:e, be beard au.cli 
4ctenuined by tb.fa~merhods1 which thc·n'ce..­
f~re of the uown, aod tho propu.'Y. of mer• 
c:ban" and ~rfons intercLlcd in 'ali brallChes,., 
of uadeJ QtUfi fubmit- to withllll'fi/JIIIk . 

The(c Jaws aff'ca riot ooty the liberty aac:li 
~operty of. private dealer~ DOt OD!y the .rceo 
YCOUC which. fu.,pporta: the civil sovernmeat;. 
but the iptereft aud dlatel of that· Yafl bodj. 
the oatioaal crcditon, who have trafted thcit.­
JllropeJUet to-the faith IJUf hoa_ow:· .£- flll'lia .. 
1111Cllts ; qor Jo thcfe 1a.wJ .aca the f~ 
oa which the curreat fcrv*- of ~ par_, -.atl• 
the fafety oftbc kiag and. ·.W.doa tH{l:aJ •lL1 
times greatly-depeod. 

Thefe. Jaws as th-ey. were eoafttd• ro .. dtt.cf~ 
mine quolHons oi-propcrty, ia ~c:s of this trail• 
kendentvalue and importiace, lare bien ahrayt­
dlce~laws oE rigoroa ....... io fawa,., 
of the JPP.«ty. whicb.tla'loaa ~.raceur...-.. 

~-
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They arc, laws whick by. thofc · pnf- "'h'~ 
•1 fwd in c.o-*J~ of tU8tt a.nd accorct. 
iog to the methods ~c:riW io tbcm, kte· 
ever: been.coaceived lefs indulgent or cligibl&: 
ckaa •Y o.her 1.-apoa whidl faik,. p~:o. 
fec:Gtiooa.m., be srou~ 

A1acl• till cueafioa1 of thtCe lew• to o&lacr· 
1traacbaof· trlie, as il ..., latelf propele4,. 
oec:a4ioaed th.. ~ft~tclt. utu:aGoef••GPii tho'=· 
•• aN U.W. a it jiwlia.tladil _....,. t•t1 
O'fer was kaowo in our times. 

Y.ec, *' f..ue IIMl.ri...,..·aeehei·afjo­
tlee ba'IC die ....,t. celJid ~...,, ...... •· 
the lcg~W¥e. J!OWI'. b .tlu: NGO'ICI'J -. IJ'h• 
tipill}ltiNrtt, rather than cootiouo liable to dr.e.· 
mabiplicitr of fuiu, the pJO&raaiou of caure.,. 
and o&ccm.e cofta. of· fait, wWch art not Jefs. 
gricv0111 to tbattllns, ,.._ ocfioal tothe IAwt,. 
and rep1J8111Dl lA DaUIIaJ j.,ake. . 

They widt.DOt: to be. faed ia tbil-JMdlocft 
becaofe it is io.Wigeot·J tbq and aU man· 
kind knew it ·ao.IM a ~hod fuJ6cleod, fC~rcre 
apoo chofo "* .,.. jr11ti: bat they. pray It' 
from a.reabaable ...,_, tbat they may aQt .be,· 
ruined by f\lits.in alL.Qaap. Qrricd.·oa wiab. 
ou end. . . . 

Tlae.:p. 



t.j6 tik ·Patars t( P'llii$.TCt:Ar:r /" 
; 

They know it to be a fur' method of i:ecover­
·lng tythe: and are only follicitous for it, bcicame 
it is fhort and fpeedr· · . · 

· This may be the CIUnlrl par.fot~'s real ob­
jeilion to the method. For, h_e may ~elite 
to perfccute the !!{:<aktr as an obfl:inate Noll­
. -M~fmmjl; be may gmtify · unchril\iao rercnge 
.againft them ; aod may for thls equitable nc­
·foo complaia,. that any renrailll of fucb faits 
·«nics ·him the . •eth!Jii1 if jflj1it1 ufed ia this 
.kingdom. ' 

l't •PPttn• from 'the ftatntes altQ<ty aa'ed, 
<to be a method of jullice ordaiaed by Jaw in 
cafes of the moftpcral,itapprtaat. J.Dd valu­
·~ble coilcef.JJ. 

'But wh1le tb1s rmwmtl order oppofe it, as 
,. method of jufiice not ufed in this king­
dom, and therefore not· fit to be nfed ill 
determining quell:ions which relate to their 
·property: 

Can it be fbought·credible, that the de'lJY 
fint:ited, purfued, and eJ}ablilhed it tbemfelves, 
'lAS a_ method of jufiice in punHhing the ftudlrt, 
-aad all other· protcllant diffenters, for the U!or­
Jhij tj' GtJJ .according to their con.fcic:nc~ 

in.llUl-
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io6i8iog a,Poo them fines, imprifonment, and 
baniatmCIIt &om their country by ·t~ fame 
•riHirary dcd6oo; which las zealoutry .,.. k 

' .was fought· for in taking away ·the efiates of 
nonconformifis, is fo grieYoafiy complained of 
as taking away the birth·right of the clergy 
in toe Jaw; llad 4epriving them of their main­
·tenance l-

If wo look back into the aB: made in the 
fourteenth year of C/Hu/11 tiN J~t~llll, eatided, 
All all to tr~VInt miftbUfi 11rul i""'lf"l llrifow 
bJ tht pt~ple uUlttl ~akers 1 

There it will appear, that juftices of the 
petce~ at the quarter fciioot, had power to COD• 

.9ia by no1tri111s lflidnttt tf IIJtfall, aad to fiue, 
pani1b, ancl trauf~rt Q_uakera, oa coavi&lOD af 
tbeir bolcliog tbu pcrfii&Goa. 

Strange f that the dcrgy lhoald dunk the 
vwbitrfW1 cledGoo of a quarter ldio'lla compe­•nt to take awy the f~ of tbil people, 
and to banUh them from their country ; yetlar 
competent to .determine fuits brought again!\ 
tflem. fiX tytbct ! 

. With regard to protdantdi&Dten of ali de­
nominations, the Jamt IIUthotl of profccDtloD w.u 
ctlabli1hed by the inftuen~e of the dergy. 

TM 
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- caw it relai..t ..,.,,. ~Mt~Nn, &oat 
mJaias !Within jirM .UIM of IDJ corpentioD,. 
17 a.r. II. azt· •• 

· Eaa&s4, tba tW1f' fl!jti111 mlgM cemait' 
oft'enders of their own con•iaiog to no Jefa thaa. , 
fix months imprifonment. 

A1ul·hJ the _..to fbppre& f.Jili,,. NIIWIJio 

allla, ftl.. 

I. The ltatu.te •6 Car. Jl. «<I• .f"~. 

Two jeattea ,..,. utbwfucf for tie i"rtt: 
..-.. • &M the p~rty lift poaads. or ro­
_,.,._.,..,_ W b.._ moat.ha,acl 
thdt certUicatc. \UI. IDi ~ a. llalal. of oar 
witti.on:. 

- t. ,_ rae ....... oSlo• thq. .,.... .. 
.ildi&· a &be of -..,....., wh IDCIIldtt i8r 
,pdf ... :: .. 

3· Aad', for the third offenc:c tlley might 
tnu{port the offender for feven years, nnlofs 
Ire paid·oae hiiDiillcd paaacb bcfor.e the ad ot: 
.... eQJ, 
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ll. Tho ftll8te 2J. C. .. II~ .p. ~'· 

The cooviiHoos were to. be by twej•llcea 
of the peace, and the fines to be le-t-led by· 
theic warrants GE dlllJefs. tboup ia Come 
tafCI to the. YakJc-f!l tfl/1111}' fOIDPo 

~ The appeal of &1M partp ~ggriesre«l wu 
to be te die fiiM"W {c.ftioas. aDd ·o• court ••· 
to hitermeddle with any caufes of appea upon. 
this aa, but th~ were to be finally detet• 

i llliocd. by the ~cr fc.ll'bls Qllly. 

· 3· Aad a jotlice of the paace in. one C:OUD• 

ty, was to certify to the juiiccs in. any othc& 
of the .Right of tb.c offmder. 

'tlu;fe laws which were obtained. before­
the happy rtflllMtim, and· 'Which were difpeofcd~ 
"ith afterwards by the '1'iluati111-1111, ia £av011r 
of tb-= protellan~ dill'cotcr.s in general, and by 
tbc A.ffirt~~~~til.n·.S ia. faJOJlf of ~c Qs&Uu iA. 

. partlcularl 

SHEW the tkt!fo• •I fttflicn to ~e a me.­
tMa in great repute and eainlmon wkh tho: 
derBY \)cfore the rew:oluriou, 

And though they aow fuggeft it to be .. · 
Wth.od of ju(\i~ "" •[ttl ill thlli•,._• :: 
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the clergy themfelves, after the revolution, ia­
ferted the daufes in the .tfjJirtlllltiDn-aa, . wflich 
gave juftices of peace the jir:fl · cogniu"" if fUJI· 
urs tythts. 

They inferted them in a law which had 
no relation to tytbe, and they would not agree 
that the Q.!!akers affirmation thquld be taken i-n­
ilead of an oath, unlefs jufiiees of peace might 

·be trufted with this flT'bitrar1 decifion of their 
tythet. 

A decilion which they;- t&inl reafonable ro 
c:onclude the ~aker, but not the . parfoo, in 

• qucfiions relating to tythe~ 

Thus the power of jtfftim if p1au 1i a 
· good aud wbolefome provUion1 when . alvea 
for the benefit of the clergy : . bot an anjuft aod 
arbitrar1 method when u~d for. the eafe o£ lhe 
·~aker. · 

· Thus 1t If rlght to fhut the Q.!!iker out of 
.all the king'• courts, wbea the parfon hold• 
Jt .e~c~J;eut to ·recover tytbe in the conn• 
.&ry _; ~at. it is denying the parfon the jr,­
jliu of the great charter, if contrary to bis 

_ ()ption he is referred to a decifion in the 
'OJIDtiJ• 
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· ~has· the 'Q!!aker- fhall bave· no oprioD 
· of ~ourts of j_ufiice to defend the prof'C'1i 
which the la4lr. bath given him in fli~t~-tntthsof 
his fubfiancc. · 

Bat the parfen fhaU' claim Jibei'tf 'to ~ro· 
fccute in town' and (oinury, ' itl '! Fi/lmi'!ftrr­
ha/1, the mlifllljiical court, and the · fllllrtlr 

i fi.f!u•s .. witbont reflraint, "for the lingle tythe 
• in which he hath an interdt, or be wur · 
I • 

! complain that the juJlice . of llllll'"'· tbttrttl ·is 
1 denied:him; 

And, the ~aker lhall have faff'ered pro­
fecution at the Q.!!arter fe.aions for forty years 
«~gether.; 

Yet the country parfon lhall tell us, that thia 
decifion by jujlicts if th1 p1att, takes away 
the clergy's birth-right in the Jaw, and is a. 
method of jufiice not ufed in ·this kingdom. 

The country parfon, 1 fay~ fuggefls it; 

For, I can hardly believe, .tha.t any man 
above that ltJW charatler, would be fo fcanda­
Ioufiy weak, as - to fuggeft a fall, . which the 
pooreft cou11try pl1Wmiln1 from daily experience, · 
muft know to be falfe. - · · 

7 And 



: l. ,: ... . . 
~· ·For this.I had.reda IO·;IM::thankful, and . 

~ have always chofco the ocw method mr my · 
~ own fake and my neighbour's fake. 

· After fach an ·aaa<N'ledgmeot that the 
remedy ia eafy, that. the · P.:lrfort ·had rafon 
to be thankful for it, and always had c;bo­
{ea it ; · would any man ·believe · that ii~e 

thofe aas hne . taken place, the ~clergy have 
carried on in the moll oppreffive methods no 
lefs than 1 1 s 3 profecutions ? 

The reafon ofwhich rigorous fuits.feems:·to 
be, thAt the more gentle do oot anfwer the par· 
foa's ifltmti• in fllilig. 

Thia intention is beft to be underfiood 
froin the ~or~s of the tfJII~t~y p.tj'oll s pka.: 
wJlich aff'erts, that. the law was de1igned to 
p11'Mijh the Q.!!aker with-holding tytbe from the 
parfoo. 

So that the recovery of tytba is not fuf- . 
ficient to the parfon, unlefs he can p~n~ijh by 
the method in which he T"fJVtrl, 

The parfoo, as a .principle of his religioo41 • 

h9lds tytbe to be of divint right, 

The 
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The ~flllhr,' as a Jniociple cl his rrDgioo, 
ltolds tytbe to be abolitbcd by the iaftiattioo af 
the thriflian church. 

The law gi•es the parfon tythe · at a 
timl•r•l inteorcft; and the parfon goes to law 
nor only to ·recover tyrhe, but to avenge the 
tiivitu right of his order upon the p1111r ~lfltr, 
who calls tt fJtflidw!Jii•"· 

He knows the Q!laker cannot yield that 
tytbc, which all of his fea hold to be againft 
cookiencc. 

He can by Jaw rec:onr it in any court ; 
and if the proceedings of fome courts are mors 
cxpeofi•e than othera, he will foe in thofe 
ce>urts, that he may punijb, the ~aker in the , 
method of rttwerittg tythe •. 

This may agree with the boundle{s am• 
bition, and caufelefs cruelty, of folfifh. ec:clefia­
nicks, but it would be reproachful tO•tbC jufiice 
of a legi!lative power, ·that fuould allow one 
part of the fubjelb to take advantage of the 
unhappinefs, the infirmity, or religious preju. 
dice of another part, . for the. ends of vexatioD 
·and oppreffioo. 

VOL. IJ: ·H Yet 

• 

... I 
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Vet tWa Is die -. •btlA Ole parfoll 
•If worry Q!.._s for cythe iD in'ery Q)W't IIi: 
his will. 

If the Jarfoa fites in the scbequer, or pro· 
lccuta ia the eGCicliatlicaJ couru, be QJt 

.opprefi the .f(.wdn- with ha-.ia' coh ., 1111cl 
J»Cfbaps, hrlitiftieafncfs, ,..Y fer the lrcMfit of 
his church, add the teMh part of a 'fartbi~~g., 
the rate of his tytlie. 

Will 'tbe pUfon then · be fo charitable • 
to foe before the jufiiccs, who can Oldy leiJ bll 
tythe, but not opprefs the Q.!laker with cofrs! 

No; for the Ja1r, 1111' 4/H *1'11111'1 P.rf•, 
'Was made to PUNISH ~ ~aker for dc­
fNudinsmeofmy tytha. 

'Therefore, 

To make ecddianical power terrible .a .. 
tnongll nonconformills, to fubdue their oppe,. 
fttion to the p~ide, the infolence, and ufur• 
»ation of unconfcionablc churchmen, .to make 

. {evere examples .of thofe who o,ppofe diviM 
right, and to indulge a Dtigious infatiably­
covetous temper; 

'the 



T.he parro. wm rae for tythe, ~ where 
Le may eafily -recover it, ·bat w!lere he can with 
greater advantage at ollte r«Wtr and •ptrtjs. 

This is called l foal char&e eo dae dergJ, 
and their advocares want a ipecificatioo of 
!pi¥, .that .they .mq .be abtc to ftadic;a&c dacir 
tPDdQct. . 

The fuits fball be fped6.ed in the proper 
'l:ourfe of enquiry In this place it it 
enough to obferve, that as foul u the. charge 
t:ao be, it is a praflice which every clergy­
man hath at his option ; and whether it be fit .. 
tiog that th~ c;lergy fhould be trolled with 
.pow~r to opprtfs, is· a quefiion of fo eafy a di!­
-cuffioo, that they have aot a friend in the 

. \vorld., who, as to his own particular, would 
'Chufe to /ivt ~ thtir mtrcy. 

It is taking away his power to opprefS, 
•hich occafions fo gr-eat an -alarm. 

The ''fll"l'1 ~"'' zealous .for his power, 
·pretcqdl.that the waat of it will cxpofc him to 
injury • 

. ' The Q.!!aker, fays ht, knowing that I 
1 have no refort to the law, but mull: be eon• 
' cllldcd by thejafiices in the country, will not 

H s · 'only 
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' only keep all my tythe from me, bat wut ure 
• all his art and application to ·reduce the value 
.' by the judgment in the country. 

' The jufiices in the country will be under 
' a temptation, to ufe this power to caltlvatct 
• an eleaion-intereft. 

• -Many Q.!!aken are freeholders ; and u 
' they are great traders, have inJJuence oYer 
• many others, and will aa as oae mm -iG 
' oppofitiQn to the parfon. 

' I have but ,,, vot• for the county, and Jr/1 

' inttr'.f/.' 

.This objecHo.n is grounded altogether on ~ 
fuppofition, 

That the Q.!!akers, one o( the Jdl"er . bodic~ 
of dilfenters, are ftronger in property and inte· 
rcft, than all the clergy of the chtmb if Engltlnd, 

- the two univerfities included ; 

Confequently, that the Q.!!akers weight in 
trade will bear down the clergy's weight in 
land; and, 

That country gentlemen will court -~ 
.tc8ion·ioterefi rather amongthe~akcrs th.ln 

&he 
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the dergy; whereas in faa, two thirds of tbo 
counties of E•tla7Ul are governed io their county 
eJcdions by church interefl : 

And, in fuch connties will the Q!aker or 
the parfon be ~of\ likely to prtnil, by the par­
tiality of country gentlemen ? 

·This parfon fays h1 h.th l11t ""' wtt, 
which is hard upon him; bccaufe, to my know­
ledge, he bath m.r1 than or:1 b1n1jiC1. 

H.e fays ht hath no intl"tfl~ which I am 
equaUy forry for ; bec:aufe, if it is· true, it is 
owing to his"''' l!ad ,haratler. 

But c;:an this allegation be general ? Can 
a beneficed clergyman have no intereft, where 
be hath fucb a property as tytbt, and where 
every farmer muft fubmit to his will, to avoid 
oppre.ffive profecutioos l 

· · This power of maiotaihing a multitude' 
of fuits is t~e moft formidable power of the 
crown. An<\, if an ojfiur if excijt can in fome 
degree inftuence votes in elcaioos by his 
power to opprefs (which many ftatutes pro­
Yidcd to reftrain fuch influences have declar­
ed) can a clergyman, having power to profe­
cute, be without the fame influence over the 

H 3 wotca 
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11D&Cs of the people l Aod, t. there oot the 
fllu. reafo& to re&waia it ~ 

Every clergyman by his interell with tho 
more devout and yielding fox, by his ioter­
coorfe• with the Jick, by his kllowledge of all 
the family-affairs i~ hia parUb, ~ by recon ... 
ciling even the quarrels which he foment•, may 
procure to hil.1lfelf the Wgbdl' inill~occ over th• . 
votes of his people. 

When the weight of his property in their 
lands is added ao his ioterpofition in their pri­
vate affairs ; when· fear co-opera&Cs wi&h liiod­
nefs, and he can awe tbofe into wbm.i.Clio~ 
whom he cannot perfaadc to love hiDl: 

What parilhiooer, havi~ a vote in ~ 
&ioRs, cu refufe it to the~ ofbia patfou.-l 

· I \¥as eyer of opinion, t&at a clergyman moll 
have -the worll judgment of any man in his 
neighbourhood, if he hath DGt the heft int=A. 

And, the prcte11ce, that trials of tythe by 
jullices of peace will become fabferYient to. 
ao clecUon-interefl, might naturally ipaie a 
~aker fear to abide this trial, wbete the biaC. 
of the court mu.ll by fo great a probability be 
be in favour of the clCJISf• 



!Jut this is the Uercace between the parfoo 
and the Q.!!aker ; ~ 

The juiliccs. if ever fo much biafl'cd, caa 
only by a fpeedy dc.ci1ion levy the cythc .; and1 

this will not aggrieve the QE.akcr : 

Whereas the pat fon covets a protraCled fuit 
in an apenliYC c:ou.rt, which may not only Ie­
tover ws tythc, butg~a.tify his revenge. 

With this view he mae~es the Q.!!aker,a 
dealings io trade, and interells ia eJeClions; 

At if thefc could tranftend ;that intereft 
Ill laud,. and power in eleaioas which the: 
tythe of the clergy, ~c ~ndowJDents of chap­
~rs. college~ and univerfitics, and the epiCco-: 
pal reYenues of the kingdom, hnc ellabliiUd 
in fa 'fOUr of the church : 

A power, that every man fees to be daily 
ioheafing fram the capacities of chat corpora­
tion, which is eoablcd to purchafc all tho 
lads of Enzl.u in IIIOTtmJlill. 

A power that ..-ill, in the courfe of time, 
if it be unchecked in its progrefs,. extend it• 
{way over all the property of the kingdom, 

H 4 though 



152 'l'hePillars Dj PRIESTCRAJ'T 

though contrary to the genius, and tending te 
the deftru8ioo of this free government I 

With the view of fupporting this exorbi­
hlnt power, the e~untry pa·r fon takes the infamous 
liberty of taxing the jutlice of all mankind. 

It is his grievance, that, 

1. ' By this bill he mull be tied down, for 
• the value of his tythes, by the judgment of 
• tw.e juftices, out of whofe lands 'the tythe 

· • a1 ifcs, and whofe lenants pay it. 

2. ' The two Juflices who gave the fen-
' tence wilt be on the bench at the quarter feffi- · 
• ons, or if they are not, it may happen that 
• their brother jufiices may think it more expe·, 
• dient that a parfon a.ould lofe forty or fifty' 
• lhilliogs (a great part of the demand) than 
·' that two worthy gentlemen juftices of the 
' peace fhould be fufpe8ed of partia1ity. 

3· ' The eftablifhed miniflry will be left 
' without a mainten:Oce, by the iniquity and 
' partiality of witnefres, who are generally far­
' men and countrymen; and undervalue the 
' tythes, though -by evidence upon their 
• oaths.' 

This 



T.his is the _decent and charitab.Je manner 
in which the country parfon e:xprefTes him(df of 
the whole people of E~~gla•J, from the CQUiltry 

sentleman down to the country farme~ ~ 

As if the gentlemep in the mnmijfon -J 
IN P,«l for the feveral t11111ti1s if E11gla'IU!, had 
not as a fair a reputation for jufiice, and u few 
temptations to be partial, as the judges of an 
eccleliaftical court, who, though the creatures 
of the clergy, fit there to decide the propertiel 
of laymen.: _or, 

As if it were a foul charge on iny- man who 
wears a caJTock, to fuppofc, that he will be 
oppreffive in his fuits, or enormoai in his cxac• 
·tions, though manifeflly for the enriching of his 
family, and impeverHhiog his adverfary; 

.. Yet a model\ and fair accufation, that none '· 
of the ·gentlemen of Engla,J are fuffidently 
impartial, to render ju{Hce between clergymen 
and ~akers. 

The firtl allegation, 
. . 

• That the parfl)n wiU be tied down for the 
' value of his tythes to the judgmeot of two 

H 5 ~gentle-
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c gendemen, oot of whofe laods dac t}tk 
• arifew, or wbofe ·teamtt pay it; 

Becaufe, t. The bill excepts fuch ju!Hecs= 
14 are 1111J Wii!S illttr¢11l ;, tb, l}thu i 

2. The parfoo who may complain to 11"1 
tWII jujlim, never Will COmplaiu Ill 0111 snt, OUt 

of whofe land the tythe arifes, or whofe tenaac 
rys_it; but 

He will haTe the whole commiffioo if t~ 
~"'" to pia two juftices oat of, and wilt cer­
tainly apply where b~ hath motl apea&tioa of 
partiality to his order. 

The next al!egatioa, 

• That when two jut\ices f1f the ptae:e 
• ha•e giYen fenfeace, thttt•lnnm '.fiM 1114111! 

• may think it more expecfiertt that the parfOD 
• lhould Jofe forty or fifty lhilliogs (a great 
• part of his demand) than that two of thci6 
' brethren fhould be fufpe8:ed of partiality;' 

Is abfur~, malkious, falfe, aDd fcalldalous. 

Ia 
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It net ooly; rcae& oo &be honour of thct .,....._D of En,J,,IIJ; but fuppofes, that twq 

jullices cannot err in their · jod&mcnc withoGC 
fufpiclon of partiality: aod, 

Ia fu.ppofcs, tbat all th.e ptlcaMo of • 
~OUDti'J will be plltialaad aojuft, rather thao 
that two of cheil- brethrCD fhoold be ~ore~! 
uraaeou~ io auy particolar jadgmcot. 

Did the tllllllrJ p.rfm lean t' think ,.., of 
jtdicial proceedings from thofe in ttcltfojlitd 
cflllrl1 1 Is the tha•ullor of the diocefe, partial 
in &Your of the clergy, Jell the church {ulfet 
fcaodal from the fuppofrtion that a clergyman., 
who lofes his caufc is .unjull in his fuit l 'Or, 

.... 
Is the dtan if tbt arcbts accuftomed to 

think it more expedient, that the appellant in 
his court fboold lofc his fuit, rather than that a 
jr1th1r dDtlw (the chancellor againfi whofc 
iudgment the appeal is brought) fhould ~ fuf­
pcac4 of partiality in his deduon l ' 

What have the landed gentlemen of this 
kingdom done to offend this parfon, that they·, 
who of all others are moft interefied in the 
public happiaefs, ~ould be treated as Jcall 
of all qualified. to adminifter public juftice ? 

H' ·o,, 
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Or, that they lhould be treated as a band 
of rapareell1 Combined tO fupport each other iD 
atb of injufiice; 

And, lefs to be fufpelled of deciding faits 
· impat·tially, than that wooden implement· of 

church power, who judges by commi.ffion from 
the clergy, who owes them partiality io, ., 
requital for his promotion, and is tempted ·ro 
encourage a multitude of fuiu to encreafc his 
own fees of office ? 

I hope the gentlemen· of the county wh.ere­
io this lat~did parfon relides, will make him 
the moll public acknowledgments of tbefe . in­
difcriminate refle8:ions, which fo remarkably 
difiinguifu his humanity as a gentleman, his po• 
Jitenefs as a fcholar, his meeknefs as a clergy­
man, and his charity as a chritlian. 

But I lrope at the fame time, that he will 
never be admitted to fit amongfi them ; be­
caufe a man, who can think of them as fuch a 
partialjit of miftrtats, may probably be aD 

example to jufiify his own refleaions. 

And ~· to the charge on the farmers and 
countrymen, who are reprefented in every part 
Qf the pltll, as robbiPg the dergy of their main­

teoaoc~ 
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tenance &,. tbtir· ;,;pit, aod ,-j,.,, io under­
nlaiag tht tytba, it will he a fufficient anfwer 
in general, that if there was lefs avarice ancl 
injull:ice in the clergy, they would be lefs for­
ward in accoling the country of iaiquity 111d 
perjury. · · 

It is fait, that the ftmnws in general Defer 
pvc .rhc·I'Wfo" ~co high a rate for his tythe, 
but he l<JOk~d oo it as below his due, aDd were 
they to give him niru-ttnths of their fubftaoce1 

it would oot fatisfy the ravenous fpirit of fome 
dergymea, fo long as the farmers retain ortt jl#l 

U. ltn to the~Ufclves. 

Is this feverely fpoken of the clergy 1 Let 
any man judge, whether it can be more fever~ 
than warrantable, when pro-.okedhy acl,gym""t' 
who is capable of defaming all the gtlllltmtll of 
£,gland as partial and ulljull: judges, aad the 
whole yeoma11ry of E11glantl as knaves in their 
dealiogs, and ptrjuufi tJilllli11s in courts of juftice. 

Perfuadiog myfelf, that fo much as hath bC'ell 
· faid on this fubje<!t will vin~icate the honour of 
Et~glijh gentlemen, and their competency for 
the jurifdiaion whic;h is given them by thlt 
bill; 

I proceed to examine the rell: of the prc­
tcatca, that it muil iujuc the parfoa 's property: 

Of 



Of wllicll aooe caa be more. en&amias. abm 
the complaint in the 16th p4gt, 

' No Q.!dter, fils thl ptwf,,. will,. aft« 
' fuch a law ihall be made, fet out his tytlles. 
' bot will retain them to his own ufe ; and 
• I 8lalt be debarred of huiag ~CD ;,. a•d, 
I bow JICCeffaoy mer tbeJ be to IDJ OWD1 .. · 

• ., &.il:p's {ubfiilmcc. · 

c By Jaw ttre par(ou caanor lef oat hit owa 
• tythe, and carry it aW8y, but the 0CC11pie• 
• of the land muft fct it out; aact if the ,.,... 
' fon intermeddle with the corn before the oc• 
• copier hath fct out the tythe, he is nable to 
~an aCl:ioo. 

' The Q!aker's.. coofdeac:e ~ill· not per• 
• mil him to fet oat the tythe : fo that with 
• the law OD oae fide, aad the Q!aker's con-
• fcience on the other, no tythe can ever be fee 
• eat in thi.s cafe.' 

· Would aay mao imlgiae, after this grie-
. IDUS complaiDt of the law on one ftde,. and tbc 

Q!aker's confcience on the other, that the bill 
aCl:ually gives the parfon a better remedy than 
eYer to receive his tythcs in kind'/' And, that 
it they are really. .ccMI'ary to bil' owo,. or hit 

fami1y's 
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_ iamilJ's fub6hlce, he aay baov• them ia kiaJIJ 
ef tbtQ!akca bJ tiM' aid of lbie Will 

He »ys- die Q!abr's ceafi:ince wiU DOt pet'" 
.athbn. 10 k' OCll tho .,me; 

Bot theo, tiN jiO /t1Jt, dle jtr.Rkes W'IJ:JUI' 
fha1l immediately leyY tbefc tythes. 

So th:rt the diftre& may be made upon rh 
tythable matter, aad the parfon may ha?e lt &. 
kind, with bett« meafiue ~ if tbe Q!!_abr' 
had fot out his tythcs i 

• 
A~ rhe Q!!aku thai prj tile collt. 

This is eafy jQftice. 

But the parfon hath aUcdged, ~ That &, 
' the laws in being, he may recover trtllll' 
• dtlmttgn of C'fefJ Q!ra.ller not letting oar hi• 
• f)'tbe.· 

T~it the parfon't re~lobjeaionagwinft the 
the_ bill ; ed a llbOA tollj'tirntiout objeaion it 
Will appear to be; for 

The- parfOn, knowing the Q!aker tD be 
rcthaincd h1 f"'llp/' '.1 conjcimc1 from fetlillS 
wc hie CJtlae, loots upoa the penally of"'"'­

da~ct 
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damages to be a fure later~ which be; bat.b. at 
prefent in every Q!!akcr's property; .and w.herc­
as be bath but '"' tyth1 of any other man, he 
UkeJ thr11 of every Q!!aker, or fo .fiPllilll' i• 
th1 p.n4 from the pr~uce of the land,. bdido 
cicftroyiog great part of the remainder, byload­
·iDg him with cofts of fuits. · · 

Can you think then, that the ~M"fi,. wiU 
~t to a Jaw which may pin .him do~n to 

· his tyth1 •n!J, and not allow him to recover tr~hll 
IJthes of cvecy Q!!aker in his P,arilh l · 

Can you think that, whiUl: the <l!Jaker'• 
default of fitting 1111 tytht is fo profitable. to 
the parfon, he will ever confent that a jlljli11 
of the peace fuould ftt thtm 1ut [fir th1 !t,11tlltr, 
and fave the poor man from the penalty of a 
default? 

This is rHJfln with a parfon againft tbe 
provifion of this bill, but can never be a 
reafon with any other man. It may be an io­
.tereft of precious concern ·ro the clergy, but 
it would be a reproach to public juftic~, 
were they fuffcred to ~emand thr11 tim11 th1 
tJa/ut of their tythes in the king's courtt, 
on pretence of their "'' /Jting ftt aut, when 
any two jujlim of the peace in the neigh­
bourhood may graat their warrants to take 

them 
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them in the lield, in the barn, or whereYer they 
may be found. -

If this does not fatisfy the parfon, there is 
an expedient, which, as I have heard and be­
neve the ~akers will not oppofe, and which 
muft .filence the parfoo's objeaions. 

The two jufiices of the peace, who have 
P.OWer by their warrant to leVy the value of the 
rythes, when they arc withheld, may by their 
warrant author1~e a fit perfon to fet them out, 
when they ought to :be paid in kind. 

The law, in this cafe, will not impofe it on 
the Qeaker to fet out tythes contrary to his 
confc\ence, nor will the Q.!Jakcr be fubjea to 
pay ·three tythes for· not having fet out one: 
but an officer will be appointed to fet out the 
tythe, which the Q!lker, from his fcruple of 
c:oofcleoce, is difabled to fet out himfelf. And 
the parfon will not then have the plea of neccf~ 
.Gty, to jufHfy his goiog to law -for. his tythes, 
nor the fcandaloos temptati9n of.fuing th4 ~­
ker for three times the value of ~em. 

The parfon may anfwer, that this will be 
a provifion for the recovery of great tythes, 
as &IT11, boy, &e. But how fhall he take his 
fuull tythes l ' M_uft I, foys ht, in the 2.7tb. 

page~ 
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,. page, wa~b when a cow- fills into labour, or 
' moft I keep a regiller of all the calves and 
c pigs that arc born in my parifh l' 

This leads as to the &bjeCl:ioos -whk.h he 
makes, in the next pag.e~ ap1ntl this bill i. ' 

' As the law now llaods, the parfon can 
• bring a bill' of difco~ry ia courts of eqoiry ; 
' irt which cafe tfle farmer is obliged to (et 
• our his tytheablt. matter and the value, anc:t is 
'' Uabi'e'toprofecntion for perjury, if he is guilty 
• of it. But· is every julice in t~ kingdom to 
' be ereaed into a chancellor ? If not, by what 
& proemftoi iiJalt the ptrfOo. mab I cfifCOYCI'J. 

c ia thcfc czks ?' . 

. It iS tao a atrrer.ct,. that tlae panoa. firft': 
p~~u a.cai: of a Jill -.f tli/Qifle? to· be broagU 
ia-the ctr.cheqwer, afte" lhitlaw Alall·take placet 
yet ia the oc•t paragraph complatos, · thllt ao 
fwch bill caa be IN'ousht dlcrc. He irft com­
pains of the harda.ips wWch he lball fulrer in 
brinainc AJ.Ch • bill, Hd Mlit Rl'l it forth •• hie 

.. hard1hip that he canaot briog filCh a !mi. This 
is extraordinary I 

l toow not, that the Jaw propofcd wilt 
take away the jarifdlllioa of courts of equity 
-ut retain ~ills of tlifcwt,.,; I am aot ccrraio, 

tba.t 
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that the proceeding by !Ji/J ;, IIJMitJ is the moft 

' reafomble method to.&e ufed for fuch difcovery. 
-But in anfwer to that arch. queffioo---

! k I'Dn'J j'!}lice to be erelled into 11 chanctllor 1 i 
mutt fay, it feems as reafonable that there thootd 
be a chancellor in every court of quarter r~r ... 
ions, n in ~err courr of the clergy : and, l 
think, if rfre law mutt compel a Qyaker to di£:. 
cover the value of his tytbes, •hat in this afc, 
the cheape.ft method of Jfjkovcry will be the 
hell ~ethod; and that th~ juftices at tile quar .. 
ter G:ffions,. may examine him. with as gpo4 
cffel!\. (tnoogh DOt ·wWl fo milCh cofi) U tht 
paa:foo. ca~to intcrroptc .him with, ill tb.c com.t 
o( CXchCf!.llCr• 

There is a fiight objeaion in tbe fame page 
w~ked up into a loud complaint, 'that the 
' jufUccs cannot compel witacffes "> a«cod 
' them.' But to remedy thiJ, the fame daqf4' 
may })e provided ia this bill, as in relatioll t<l 
the excife, by the aa 1 &: 8 W. III. whka in· 
8ilb the penalty of ten pounds .on any one who 
fball aot appear u a witnefs, on fummoas fJom 
a juftice of the peace. And, 

Tbe ~klr MUfl be equally fotriCito•s for 
fuch a.dauf~:r • llcliUI& be equally a&elted bt 
the wao.t of meaDS to compel tho appearaace .of 
witncifcs. 

s~ 
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So that, in the manner of working up this 
objell:ion, the tfnmtry parfon !trains it beyond 
what truth cim jufiify, and endeavours to make 
the clergy thi~k, from this prefent want of power 
in jufiices, that this bill denies ·it, becaufe it 
does not mention it; and that in the manner of 
drawipg the bill, it feemeth intended to leave 
the propeny of tythe precarious. 

Whereas a bill of this comprehenJiye nature 
can hardly be prepared, Co full or (o correct 
in the .fir£1: drawing, as to want no additional 
elaufe or amendment; and the ordinary forms 
of parliament gift ample opportunities fcir in• 
fcrting them before it becomes a. law.. · 

It is next objell:ed, tb,at 

' In the original caufe before the jufHces1 

\ the parfon is fuppofed to have jnft canfe .of 
c- complaint, and to recover 'in fome thape or 
' other, and to be entitled to co£1:~ 

And that 

• It Is probable he may ordinarily be the 
' appellant to the quarter remons, and cons 
' may be againft him. 

'How 



' How is it then, fo11 the Pllrfo,, that rh, 
. ' bill limits the cofis in the firft ln_ftance, -
' ,c when the parfon is to receive them, and 

' leaves them arbitra? in the fecond, wbco 
' the parfon· iS to pay them l' 

There is nothing more in this objeltion, than 
that tu:D juftices are limited to give coOs, and 
.the wholt bench, at their quarter feffions leti 
to give cofts according to difcretion. A11~, 

J. In the ~rft ioftance of complaint, it may 
be reafonable ro fpedfy ·the cofts, which Osall 
not be exceeded ; . to the end tb.lt the two ju.· 
fiices, though ever fo partial to the complaint, 
may not opprefs the defendant with cofts. :iar. 

2. In tb~ appeal, if the parfon or Q.!!aker 
appear to be litigious, it may be reafonable, 
that all the juftlces of the county fuould have. 
power to give tx~rnplaTJ cofts, thouah it might 
be lefs fafe to leave it in the difcrctioa of any 
'two of them. 

. . 
And oow we. como to the trinmu objctlion 

againft the bill; (page 29) that 

' If the 'parfon brink aD indilbnent or in·. 
' formation, agaiDft the Q!!akcr or his wit~ 

'neO"es 
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"oetfes for P E R J U R Y, and fhall fail to 
• make a legal proof (as is fuggeftcd b.e .eaSily 
c may do) ia that cafe, till .billf;;JI, the dcfcn­
' dailt .Qlall recover tnhll ~'!fls. 

Extremely hard I that a f4lft accuGttloa 
of perjury Oaould be liable to T R E B L E 
'COSTS! 

If the ptrfon cannot .,rove pnjury, why 
fbould be charge it ? If the nature of the proof 
is mf6cult, docs not joftice impofe this dtfli• 
tulty ? Ouaht any man to be convi&ed: of 
fuch a crime from llight appearances ? From ~ 
tovetons par!on's fufpicio~; or from a difap· 
pointed parfon's rcfeotttlebt ? And if the parfoD 
wants the evidence which the Jaw rcquirest 
thould the Jaw allow him, unpunHhed to pub­
liih fo much infamy ? 

This is the manner of moving COJDpaffion fat 
tbedergy; · 

, J. lk rcprefcots the t\Vo jafiices• bcfort 
whom he complains, as unjufi judget. 

2. He ~prekots the •hole bench of )ua 
Rices, before whom he btingt hit appealt 
as parti11J to tbc iojufticc Df thdt nro 
brethren. 

If 



If he brings a bill of di.fcoYery io the .ex4 
'dtequer, 

3-- He reprefellts 1he Q.!!aket", u perjurtns 
bimfclf to defraad the parfon of his tythes. 

i)r, if "AD iliae be dite&ef by the achc:­
tpW" for the ·value <If tyfbe to be ·tried by the 
COUDtrJ, 

-+ He rtfre(eats tile Ya'dia ef the jury to 
be fJIP:J .p.rtial ; anda 

s. The witoe.IJ'es in every cafe and every 
court to be perjured and corrupt. 

Su-ch acombmation is fnppofed to be inae• 
ty country a,gainl\: rbe claim of tythe 1 

If the parfon (holding all thefe artidts -.f 
ft~ith as ntttJ!tlf'J ttJ fo!vation) cannot prove this 
INjtfSTICt, PAR. TI ALITY, PER• 
JUR.Y, and CORR. UPTIOK; 

What then l 

Why thto, he muft pay INbk ·t~s f 

Did ever the thrijJiatl church fuf'er fdc.h 
tm':c•tk»o t 

J. 'Yet) 
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.' Yet, a layman would be fet hi the pillory, 
for a tytbt of that defamation which this par• 
J•n hath pbblilhed agaioft the jaftic:e of his 
COUQtry. 

I confefs, if I might judge of a man ·s con­
fcieoce, who fhould publUb fo mucll flaodcr 
againA: all ranks and degrees of men, l lhoulcl 
take it to be of the blackefi complexion. An 
honeA:· man wiR repofe a reafonable confidence 
in the honefiy of other men, bu't 1M who would 
have no man thought to be jut\, feems to with, 
that no man fuould be in a condition to do him 

"jufrice. 

However, lince the oppofi-tion tQ this bill 
hath had its chief fupport from the cbmoar 
againft the power of the jufiices, finc.e the l'"" 
!ltmtn if England have been charged with {ucb · 
corruption, partiality and iojuftice, it hath bcell 
propofcd that the judtt if o.Jlize fhould be ap-­
pointed, infiead of the court of 1Juart1r fijJ~Dm, 
to hear and determine appeals;· and, the Q!!a­
kers h~ve not objee\cd to this propofition, bt­
caufe they dcfire no other than fpeedy juftice, 
and will be glad of receiving it any where. 

Nor can the parfon objeel: to this tin:tl 
decifion by the judge of. a.llizc, who c~ have 

no 
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•o ioterelt to cultivate in the counuy, wh11 
;eannot ha.ve _any u~clue regard to the ju1ijcc .. 
from ~h9m 1he party appc:als, and who will 
no~_be-~ {ame per~ at 1Ul1·two ~in tho 
fame circuit. 

There are, n<:Vertbelefs, 'tome objeaion• 
pgatitll tbi$ alteradoa of the bill. 

'' 1. It is not yet known, that the judges are 
wllling to be charged with this additional 
load on the bufinefs of the affizc. And, lt 
may not be reafonable to impofe it upon them, 
if it can be odier ways difpofed of, becaufe the 
late afls of parliament, efp~cially t~ofe relatjog 
to the difcharge of debtors, have already occa. · 
liooed mo.re buunefs to'Coine'before them, thao 
the ufual tinie of affizes will' a11ow them con: 
venieotly to .determine. 

·· 'Ana, 2. ·ne next obje~Hon is of 1lili 
greater weight. Such an alteration would 
countenance the fcandalous obje8ions againft 
the honour of tht gentl~men of Englund. 

And therefore, I declare myfelf freely on 
the matter, llhall give my ntgativt to it. 

Every gentleman by this time hath formed 
his judgment whether the jufiices of peace de· 

V 0 L. II. 1 fc:rve 



170 'J'j, Pilars-ifhrn~·AfT 

ferve tbft t1'1fth or whether- tJJe. power wftft. 
which this bitl· inds them, wilt be effi:&uat to 
tbe ends for which it- is ptoopo(ed~ Alrd- tl!ere­
fore-1 Eh•ll not cX8tllioe arty farther the ~tiU11trJ 
parfon's objeaions, either to their qualifit:arioos 
for . the cognizance of tythes, or to the fuf­
ficleacy of their jarifdltllon for tbe recovery of 
tyihes.. But, 

The gmeral tfflll,. which their decilions 
will have, upon the ,intoereft of the clergy iq 
tythe, as it is foretold by the ~outry parfo,, 
deferves very pimic:ular notice, 

' The quarter feaions priCe, fay.t ht, wnt 
c be a fianding rule for the value of tythes 
c in every ~unty. And 

c The bill will probably, in procefs of 
tillJe, intr_odu'e a general llllllm dtu•t~IUU 

·' for the whole kiog~om.• 

To this I aafwet,. thac. 

I C&JlDOt fee tbe probability of toy fuch 
confe"JUCGCes to flow from. this bill: or, that 

. when the juftic;es have determined the value; of 
tythe in one farm, it wtll bo a rWe . fOr the 
YaiUC of tytbe in any otlaer. 

Por. 
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FM, if the foil ia feldn,a of equa1 S®c:l~ 
i!efs in any two men's la~ds, (and the produce 
B111fi always be in vllue .according to the .aM· -
aefs of the la.od ;) 

Wilt il: be (u.fficiettt for any far~er to f;IJ 
before the jufii<:es, _JJU htlfle detirmitud t!Je 
rJflltlt of onot·htr moll'S tythe a_t fuch a Tate; 

·yru Dlg.ht thtnjtre f¥ cblfrge ntl.ft'O higher, t&ug!J 
tb, liVId which I ftHtt ir .of weble f)(lnu, IMIIl 
1rotlutts a rrel:lle trDpf 

Or, wi!i it conclude the parl<m, wit'h ·~ 
!peel to a.ny particular ellate, rhat the juAice 
detei'ltrinm ibe: valae at fad) a rate in any p•· 
fitttl:tr y~ar t Will he not: fttew that the land 
bath been impto\'e&, the produee increafe\1~ and 
t·hat the nl\1e .eft hi~ tythe is gt'eatcr than wht* 
it was laft'4etetufitred 1 

. This infinite '\tarim-y of cafes, this frequcot 
d~re!n.ce between btle fAnner's land and aoo­
ther's, oa7, betw~o the fame land in dilfereot 
years, willm"ke it impOiftibJe that the qur.tll" 

f;/Jio11s price, as declared on aay ooca.fion, caa 
· bec:ome the fiandiog rule for the valne of tytbe 

iA that coooty, or evea in that parilh .wbere i4: 
.arifetb. · 

I a But 



· But if a. general modus dttimandi for '·the 
whole kingdom were to eofue; if a lmtiW" ill· 
#lrminat,. tJflltu could be.eftablifued for t~e tythe 

· of every :e:ounty, though I fee no hope of ._t. 
1aining it, I think fincerely, that it would be 
.a general good, . a& -woll to 1 the .clergy as the 
·laity: For, 

The clergy would be endowed ~ith·a·bet-­
·.tcr maintenance, though they were ~lowed a 

lefs rate, ancl the laity woald -be charged 
. w~b a lighter .burthen, thou.gb they paid a 
)ligbtr· rate. · . . 

The urtainty if tbe mDdiiS would rave tbe 
..e¥pcnce of tbefe unhappy controverlies which 
impoverHh the parfoo., who even raifes the va­
lue of his tythe, and which beggar the farmer. 
though he brings it belQw the valu~. 

The title · '' the mfltlus would be fimpJe, 
c:lear, and un perplexed ; tbe recovery of it eafy 
aqd fhort. There would be no cccaf10o· of 
.raekiog the layman's confcience to difccwer on 
·his- oath agaioll the biaf• of his iotereft. And 
\here could not poffibly be an opportunity of 
c~eating the parfoo of his maintenance, .as'1s 
now feid to be pracUfed, ·by PtrJu,.,, Pttr.tia• 
lity, and lnjujliu. · 

T~ 
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The advant11ges of· this mt11in ap})9inlment. 
for the maintenance of the clergy, are. ma­
nifefi iri tliofe parifhes where it· i•levicd, by a·· 
PO UN 0 RATE upon the inhabitantS;. 
nor will 1 deny the rrotmuJ order this juAice, 
that, tenacious as tbeyare of·llte di'Villl right 
of.1Jtlm,. they. hare pever fcrp pled to prefer a . 
parliamtnlary righ1 to· a pquNJ rate, wh,rl: 1' 

promifed them a better revenne. 

In general, it may be faid ,ith trmli,· 
there never was an impofitioo oft mankind m1r1 

frttirflll if law:foits,-than the claim of tythe,: 
which never knows a certain ·value,· 

Nor, was there ever. an impolition mon~· 
grievous and·oppreaive tban ·.the-claim of fydic, 
which takes a tenth from the produce of the­
poor man's labour, who manures the land, 
who empioys his own fiock to rai(e the tythe~ 
and·furrenders the choice of the harvdl to the-­
priefi, who neither ptoughs nor fows. 

The improvement of the land is at leaft . 
eftUal to the value of the }a-nd, and a tenth part 
of the produce free from aU cbJlrges of railing.. 
it, is not a tythe, but a F IF T 1.1 part of every . 
tnan's property; a ftanding LAND T A X 
OF FOUR SHl LLlN~S iti the pound,..:­
upoA all the fubjeCl:s of England, 

I l. 1£' 
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If it b.e copGdered with refpe8: to f•.~lt 
tjthu, the grievance is heavicfi upon the 
pooreft of the people. Thofe who are rather 
9bjells of diarity, and .fit to receive alms. 

·are the fubjccb of ecclefia!Hc:al opprdiioo, and 
~ompelled to pay tythe. · 

If a poor widow, the labou~ of whofe 
!lands, a11d the produce of whofe garden, aFC 

the only fubfillence of herfelf and five or 1ix 
children, bath an llflplt·tru, ihe mull give t·he 
tenth of her frwt • if lhe keep a hm, fue mu{\ 
give every tentb egg; oc eTery tenth chicken i 
:mJ if lhe hath a IH1 bi"'• Qu: ~n yield a 
tenth of her wax aad her lloney, 

TO Tfi.E PARSON OF THE 
lARISH; 

Who, if he is not fatt.~d ~itb her coD:­
tJ'ibutioAa, will profcc:nte ber in the ecclefaaftic:al 
cowt, and make her depofe U~Q Qatb, ho• · 
·many pippinr grew upon her tree ? . How many 
ciJir ls were: batched ? How many «ill were 
addled? And what cafualties .happco.cd ill -
management of her B-Ei.·B 1 V E. -

This was the complaint of C&lum's. pJow-
111:\D, agaiofi the pricft of bis- times • 

Fw 
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F.tJr t!Jt tyth.i'ng ~1 a tltrd, 
Or an applt, or an a11, 

7:h'y mDkt ntt11 Jwtrt upttt d I•,A ; 
~bus tiNy foMid Ghrifttsfa''' 

Is it then unreafonab,Ie to eomplai11 of this 
tytht of the clergy, as the eafi·wind that wi­
thers the fruit, the caterpillar that de~lroys •he 
Jaarvefi in the ear, the locufi that preys upo~t 
the property of the rich, and eats up the brell,(} 
ef the poorl An hnrpy that carries law-fuiu hr 
one daw, and famine io a-nother? That deJ 
tours what the public taxes fpart, and is mor~ 
maorable than an excife i 

This prodigious ufW'pation upon the pro.: 
perry of Dlankind, maket the bill before us the 
lllOl'e abfohttely t.aeceffliry; and moves all indi&­
aation a~ainfi the perfon, who foggefis, ' Tbac 
~ the biH will encourage the Quaf(er in fetting 
' up a rig.ht, upon the plc:a of confcience, to 
' another man's iflati.' 

I faid ~ ltly{elf,. 

Doth not the country parfon appe!\1 to I'IJtry. 
man's confcience, when he demanils tythe o£ 
liifJU.t right.?. 

Wheri 
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When he claims it· as a duty to God 1. 

And, muft he not td f.tr allow the Qya· 
k:er's conjci1"" to decide? 

But, fays th1 parfin, · 

• I wilh the Ezyaker's confcience could be 
'· examined in this poinr. Is he aland-owntr ? 
' Let him be afked, upon his confcience, 
•. whether he paid any con6deratioo to the 
• vender of the land-; beyond the ufual- price, 
~ ancl upoa a fuppo6tion that no tythes would 

' bca due from his land 1 fs he a farmel'\ 
' Let him be afked, whether he pays more 
' FCnt, . than a church m1111 ufed· to giYe fOr the 
' farm, and in confideration of his paying DQ 

• tythe ? If he canQot fay that he eifber bought,. 
• or hired tlle tythe (and he ·can., ~J neithec}i 
' · whaJ title. h4th.h~ to it?.' · 

I mu.A:· here obftrve, tha.& 

The country parfon lays down a ltlfll if 
proptrty, by this exa!Jlination of the Q.!!aker's 
(,QP(cknce ; 

. A '!ropoJJtio!l, 

That. 
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That if any burtheo upon land lhall ·con­
tinue, till it 1di'eo the value of. our lands; it' -
theo·becomes·a property in the· ufurpers,- and" ! 

the landed m~n fuall · never- be' di!tbargect; 
becaufe all fubfequent purchafes ue-·made with 
the confJCferatioD- of. fucb an incumbrance .upon. 1 

tbe JaN.· ·· 

.. There are three remarkable tafes'in our- hif~ ·_ 
tory, which will fall .under this pr9po[ltio~; .~.: 

I .. The. aocient. Rcmtfoot,. .or Ptltr-pt1fft0;. 

was a pe~ny( ·charged upon every hottf~, . by, • 
Ina, king of the· W if/. Saxons, being· at R~m1 · 
in pilgrimage, AnniJ · 720, ·and by' O.ffo; king· -~ 

o£ rhe· Mercians, .Anno 79!1-, . to· fn~~i.o the· ... 
£nglijh: fcnool there .. ~t· amounted· to thr~a· 7 

Jiundred mark• and .tt 'noble yearly for the~ . 
whole realm,. and was paid to the fee· of· R1Jm1· • 
on the feail: of· St. P.ttr ad PincuJa, being the : 
fidtda.y of lft~gtifl, till it was abolifhe.d :by p:w· 

-liamenJ., 2!J..f./tn. Vlll. Anllo~I$.3+·~ 

II. The aocicua ·DMI,·gtfr,wu a~tribrtter,. 
of one lbilling,. and.after*rds of two fuilliags, 1 • 

\Spon every hide ef land.; originally .levied for .. , 
clearing the fcas of.,..Dallifo ·pyfates. -or .for.._. .­
p.urcbafing: peac;.~ o£..t11-em, . as, Wj;.Eihliml.,,. 
who.rai:fed for this purpofe, lidlJO,OOfil.IH!~<'!t; ::. 

: 1. $:·. • lb,ooo.k :. 
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J6,ooo /, then 24,ooo /. then· 36,coo I. and\ 
~tlly, 48.100Q,I.· Edw.tlrtl. t.M collfdlhr. rdeafectr.~ 
this tax-. It wu levied again..bJ the C'rtf""" ;~ 
~. ~1 W. R"/111 ; but it w.u rckafed b~ 
1:*~~.,1. .. aad fiully hy!K. Stflht.~~,. 

. Ift. .The andcrat di.ftM., or· tht. dtrit~~~~~i.• of' 
all the fubjcu!h goods, was the nfuai fobfi4}"' 

· given from. time to. time by· parliament, andi 
was levied~ as is tile tythe of the:-Giergy1 b~ 

tbll tmlh o£eve~ tMog ;, ltmrJ •.. 

Thas.in the parlllmeot-rolh3'·H'. lit No~ 6:, 
The lords grao.t to the king, tiN te~tk ./hc«fi· 
of all' the carD.· of their dcmefacs, ex.-cept of thei&"; 
bouad · tenants;. thct t,.th· jieu.e.. of w8ol,. ancL 

• the .tt•th ~· of'ttgir owo. .fiore, to be. paid ia.­
.. t-wo. years; t~llll. prax. tb4J this. 8f1D.t. tur,. ""~ 
i•tD.a cuJlo~ · 

So, ia ttle pArl1ament·' roll· of the next~yea~~;. 
14 E. III. Nli-S· his entered·, tbi prelilt.M, INJ-­
rons, and llil tht commons if thil realm, grant• 
tD the lint the. ninth lamb, liN ninth'.fleru,. ·lhl· 

ninth jhtaf, and if citits anti NrDughi th# tJ~ry: 
"'inth pnrt of all their goods and:-ebattels,: t• b• 
tdm by tWI years. t• comt. And. with· this,.. 
agrees the fiatuto. bcxJ~ A., 14,Ea. IU. 8t.t. r • .. 
cilpn'l. . 

.......... But;, 
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Bat, wlen the aiel pea was a..pin·J:.fmt •. 
or jijltlfllh, then, the king appointed two a[... 

flmn io enry coant.r a and they appoiated 
a./w iD every h~Pdrcd,. WQO made a true va-. 
.luation of avcrJ man's perfonal eftate, and: 
owfed, the Ji/itllltb part to be lcvlcd •. 

Thit word· difmt or tlitiin• is equally ufed; 
It wcH ·for the reftmaes Of .th" oburc:h, u fa~~ 
d\efe of tile c:rOIW.a·; arid tM ftatutb ~ aftd 3 8 .. 
'Yl. '"'· 36• ttrma the tr11th1 of tht ti<'J1 (w.bich• 
we•e anciently paid. to the j11 Df Rlmt., ·aoii 
given by p.pt Ur!Jan to RitiJarti II.), P. E .R.--
2ET'U4L JHSM·ESI . 

The &ity if'L'"''" paid this year for· die· 
fi/ttmlh, 28 6o I. 13 ,, 8 fl. and the- abbot of 
St. Edm1ntb, 6661. 13 s. 4 d. which was by. 
co~poation,. and thmapoD he had all hls tem­
poral good!l, and the goods. of bls,convenr, dif .... 
~barged of the jijt1111th •. 

Somttimes, the tlifml and· tJtliiMJljrlll W.re 
granted both together, as in the bE. 111. one· 
tiij111t1 and.. one. f~i•difm• wt:re. glvm to .the 

I. 6. king,. 
! 
j 
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king, to be levied of the lail)', in aid ofbisr: 
expedition againn the Se~tt• · · ' 

At other times, the tl'rfmt ·or·' t'mtll was 
granted fingly, as ln the aforenieritiboed in­
fhtncet, Il E. III. by the lords of their ow~ 
ftore; and 14 E. Ill. by the clergy, nobilty1 

aod commons for the whole realm. 

ADd· the guin-difmt or ftfi~tnth was Jike"' 
\\life granted ftpartltely, of which the iollances 
occurring ia fuc:ceffive ages arc fcar.cely to be 
numbered. 

Thefe methods of· chargibg the fubjell: wer4 
confiantly made ufe of, till the reign of king. 
IJII•rlts. I.. whenlthc grc.lt d~ds· of mooey, 
which the civil war occafioned, intr.C¥iq_ccd out 
~odcrn exeift and land-ta~ 

Now in all thcfc cafes, t~iz, 

. I. In the cafe: of the PeJer.-pmu, which 
continued, a reo~ c,haJ."ge up;on houfcs for th~ 
fpace of eight hundred years i. 

2,. In the ·cafe of Dmzes-ge/1, w~icb con-­
tinued n rent charge for the f.eace of three hun· 
dr.ed year~.;. agd,, · · 
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3; lil the cafe of the di[m1 iod quin·dijm11.; 
which arofe, within· little -aaore than the cen­
rury·after Dmu-ge/J expired, aDd levied the tenth• 
or Oftccnth Of .the fub,;.a's.goods, frOII{ timet~ 
time, for tbe.fpaco of \hrec.boodrcd yeario: 

The value· of' tbe·lands of' Engla11d becartJ~ 
ltnpaired; by reafon of the charge, and every" 
purchafer paid a Jefs price, wbilfi fuch incum~ 
brancoet·GOntinued, upoo them.. · . 

BUt, wout<i' our antet\ors nave fUffe'red ·either · 
the pope, or the crown, to examine the con­
tdences of the people of E11gla!fd in the abfurd· 
manner of this. co1171try parfon' Would It have 
been endured; either to fet up a right bt mr.;. 
foimu to the perpetuity of Peter-penct, or Da,e..: 
gelt; becaufe every modern purchafer had boughr 
his houfe or land the cheaper, by reafon of fuel{ 
burthe09' upon.tbemJ 

-
Doubtlefs the. fame q~,teflions might hav4· 

been a!ked, in the cafe of P.ter-pmu, and of 
Dant-gelt, as iJuhe. cafe. of tythe, and the faai~ 
an(wer muft have been ie.turnc'd; and, . 

When the- a~ient aid~ of difines and guiir, 
tkfmu had gained efiablilbment by courfe of 
lime ... :~ t'-e laDd was. become cheap~r ... by; 
. . ~~01 
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nafon (){ tlacfc Unlhs· and J/fiNntiiJ granted · 
continually tc. tM-lliog ; -would ao• tlact cto-. 
1r.we had an efbde M'· perpe&aily· iu tile mrtli 
lemb,. dw: ntth. fimre, tile us/J a.£, aad· the: 
ttnth part'of *guocb of the falijefta-;. or; ia. 
the fifit~nth, accordiog as thefe rates and impo­
JiriollS .ai'cJTtd rbe-valuo of propertJ~ W"Oald· 
aot tha. kins hue daiacd bi&-U~Jt.lr.or. fift,;,u, 
b1. the -fame r11/,,. I{ tMfoi'"'~· as< the dlrg fet­
up to eflabliih thllil'. dlate io~ t1tbe? And, be· 
c:aufc the continuance of the iinpofition had~. 

lbwere4 tba rent of all the lands, might nouhe 
king, . with as mucb. reafon, ha.-e told the fub· 
j~cb, , tba.t the ttnth, or fifutntb of their e.llatea: 
had been· pai4 of fo long. cootinuaoc:e, as had' 
extin~i{hed the rights of the fii:Ji owners t 
Migbt he not have arg.ed, in belialf' of fuch a: 
i.cnt chargo,. (as· the clergy now urge for their· 
tythe) that. every man bought his land, and' 
hired his farm, · in cxpeClation of being fub~fr 
to fuch a charge ; and, that the price of the 
land, and the rent of the farm, being lefs oa. 
·this account, no man could haYC right ever to. 
be ea{ed, 1ince no man could havre property io, 
thanvhlch be did not purchafe ? · 

This may very fully evince the aoreafon. 
abJae&of the. e~u111rf pwfoll's plea·: 

But, . for a Olozut decifion of the qMftiODt. 
' & Jf 



.. Ti 1<m hoqgid y®r J,;aedi and tcae .. 
1' meats .with· lh.CO ~bra&KiCS opoa &bear, 
• .- tiglrt· ha• J'>•( ow •· bo cefc.t. a£ 
" tbem,i~ 

I anfwer, that· I hai'CJ. 

Th~ right of a free fubj_e&, to_ enjOy tbo­
Jtod uce of his own, labour. ; 

The right ot· • .,, E"')ijfimtm, to, en;oy. bit 
own po!fcffions ftee- aad clear- of au; UDfft'­

fonable incumbrances ;. 

&Jd, mr tkto to. Me ibcumbered' plrt" of 
my ell ate is fo far gpod, u any- other. maa's 
title to it ia- bad~ 

If I buy an. eClate wirh a rt,t•tharg~ ao­
tmmtity,_ or ·a mw1gag1 upon ito, sad: thefo- ib .. 
ourabra-na:s lball be con4idered io thb pu~chafe ~ 
yet, if afterwards it- appears that the perfons. 
~laiming this rmt•ch-argt, this armuity,_ or this 
tnfJrtgagt, never. had any jull right therein : 

Am I bound: to make their bad title goocJ; 
in law or confctence, becaufc I bought the· 
oltate cheaper, on. fuppofition that they had· 
lawful incumbranc.es u11on.id. 



· In the poffeftion of land I am in the con­
dition of the pr'illlt "~11111: I am not bouott 
to 61ew my tide to· any qan ; I am o~t bounct 
to lhew that· I bought it, or inherit it. . It is 
wfficient that I pofi'efs it, unlefs he £an lhcw a 
prior or better right rb it. · 

And; _whether 1 bought my fmhi!d clieapet 
or dearer, I am by law and confcience enthlecl 
to-hold .. i.t .as free and dear, as if I had held _it . 
from the creation of the .world • . 

This doarine of gaining an tjlatt in prrpto 
tuity through any i~po.fition upon land, which ·. 
by length of time .. makes the ."awe .of it ltjs in . 
fubfequent alienations~ and, by prctendod eq~-: 
ty., the intertji in it lefs to all new purchafers; 

Is of dangerous confequence to the whole 
LANDED. INTEREST of this kingdom. 

It eLlablilhes a riaht fonuu.:hir:e in a PER-. 
PETUAL LAND-TAX.; becaufe within 
forty or fifty years time:, fince the land hath 

·berne this charge, the value of limd bath' di­
mioUbed in proportion; and two. thirds of tha. 

_lands of England, having within that time by . 
aurchafc: or exch:w~ge patTed into the hands o£ 
tfiiW «~min, (as. may probably be the cafe ol 

" an. 
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.Jl· our lands before. this ta&. ,a,. be relcafcdi: 
therefore the 14,d .wtur, wbo.boqg~t his land.: 

, fubjea. to the ufual land· tax, lball ~ equiry .. 
and. confcience be for ever liable to pay "'"• 
thr11, or four lhillings in t.be pound, by rca(oQ, 
of his having bought.the.land..cptater.. 

And, th &111111"1 ptwfoll· ~aU atk him thofe· 
fuetle quefiions, • It he a land owner ? Let· 
• him be alked, upan his confciencc, whether 
' he paid any coofidcration to the vender of· 
' the land beyond the ufual price, and upon 
• fuppofition that no land-tax would be due 
' from his land l Is he a farmer l Let him belc 
' afked, u.pon his.confciencc,. whether:- he· pays. 
c more rent thau ufcd to be given for the; 
c farm, and in con.G.deratwn of hie paying no, 
.. land-tax l If he cannot fay .tba.t he either. 
c bought, or hired, the lan~-tix {and he can.. 
' fay neither) what title barb he to it ? and· 
' tllerefore, there mufi be anothtr owner who., 
'·hath a.jtUJ. title. to it.' 

From ,.11f;s tf. pr,ptrty and· rights •f tjl'at,,· 
fuch as this country parfon would· ellablilh, it· 
mull follow, that· no u.furpation on- the lands·. 
of a kingdom could ever be ufumed, con-·· 
illently with confcience ; that the foundarion" 
ef. ecclefiallics, in the church of R,,, itfelf, 
eG(tht oot to b.c taken away,. becaafc the P.ricft•· 

. . have-: 
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haw- the lega!"e!&te •efted m ~el'rr; th'at the 
impofitiom . of arbitrary power b'eeome mrner 
oi ri~t, ia peorfom wtlo can work the aftcienr 
ltmti «mrws out of their inheritances ; 11ud,. 
tbat, if.SHI P MONEY bad. been exatted 
for a length of time, tiU the nhui of aU our­
lands had funk under the exaCtion, ntW ptlr• 
clla{n-,s would have had a · rigft.t to have been 
eafed .91 the burden:, becaufe they would have 
bougbt the l«nd charged with it~ andcheaper 
by rearoa of it. 

le dlort; fnch comequenees· ale unuoid­
am1e bom this part of the mmlry parjm's plea,. 
dlat were he to fue.w himfelfin hi1 pro1er fit*"'' 
fpeaking io this manner againfi the right of the 
people of EttgloNd to enjoy their own lands, 
ail IMPEACHING PARLIAMENT 
might probably charge hitn a'S an 111emy 14 jTTI­
ptrt,; a .bttra,W if thl' ,;;ghtl 1md lilurtier Df 
liN leopl-; advancing falfe d1t1rin1s ef dange­
rous conftqumce to the mrjlitutim· if thl kif~!~tri,. 
and which tend to fubvert the protefiant religion,. 
to •lftru/1. all r'.{or~~tstiflll in the· ehrifiiao ~eh, 
t• rttl4i'Vt pepery QN popifh jHIItfiptiMs, 11ntl tf 
fiJb}tll tk# {,flflfRDN,$ If this mmn to tlw JDkl 1/ 
llfii'IMTd fte/..folj1i&ai potwr. 

. LeaYiog him eo· me difcipfine oE fuch aa­
~juiice, wboacvcr i~ Jball fiiid. him..~ I 

tocallJ 



I • . 

l tl'ltJ 0RTRODO:XV' jluzle11. 187 

r
. totally deny him, or any perfon livi~g. to pof· 

fc:W: apy eftate ill the land. ~ nafon of itt ha-Y­
~ illg been lowered in valae, thrgugta an. ooj&ft 
~ ilnpo.lition ; I coAcci..-e his cJaim if tytlu to ha.fo 

no other. fouodalirui, ill law or cGofdcnc:e, thao 
Pt•tr-Pr~~u bad befor.e iJ was aboliihed by·aot of 
parliament; I cooceive them both to haft beeo 
ufurpations of tl:le fame ·lll\ture, which grew 
and obtained in .the. times ·of da.rkaeC• iiDd de-

', Yoti.on through the craft of a rnw«,.,, clergy, 
and the fuperllition of a bllad ilhldJ laKy~ 
I likewife apprehend, that as the wifdom of . 

1 parliament utrerly aboJHhed tlu QJI#, beqnfe it 
impoverilh.ed the .kingdom, fo the reprefc!Wh. 
tiv.es of the people h.nv~ Got ooly a righr, bu.l 
are bound in duty to moderate th1 r.ther, who~· 
ever it lhal.l be exorbitant i_n its an\.Pl\lll, or op. 
preffive ill its c;xa.di.Q~s. ~ut. 

lkc:~fe t~ en~ pf the clergy i,o tytlie, 
is fo much infill:ed on as their right in &on­

fcimu, it may be fit to. enquire on what c;~nw 
-',ideration they had their original gra\}tS. Tbe 

1 confirmation of king S T E P H E N ia an evi­
dence of this lc.i·od, the prQmble to which is 
aa follows, 'Viz.. 

15tt~t through · i~t providene~ if di'lJine­
-iurcy. WI l11Q·W U II bt fo Kd1T1d, ANd by IR*' 

,bur&b's pu~liJhing it far tlJII} tUar,. IIINT-1 udy­
hmh, 
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h4tb heard, that bJ· the diflribution of alms per-­
fins m•y lu abfrJI'IJttl from tht 'btJ'Iflis of fin, and · 
acquire the rewards of htawnly joJs: '] fl&te­
p~tn,. b1 the graet if G1d ling of England; 
btin.g willing to have a part with them, who bJ 
a happy lind of trading tMl-aTJgt hlavtnly things 
for tarthly ; anti Jmittm with the _low of God, 
11.11d for the .JalvatiQrt if my fi'Wn'foul, ana'·tho 
wuls of my fathtr and mother, and q/1 my fort­
fathers and. onttjhrs (confu·m tythes and other 
doa.uions..to-.thc church~.)· 

After fuch· a fpecilhen u this, 'I cannot 
have the lean doabt that efiates given under fuclf 
oon.fi.deratlons, are of all others the moll proper 
for the difpolit-ion of parliment. But with re• 
terence to the mmtry parfon'i charge again£t 

the ~akcr, that " his tonjcimu, which wilr 
~' aot allow him to pay tythe, is a mtjcit~~tt . 
" \vhich- wiU not permit his neighbour to take. 

•~qgoniam divina mifericordia providente cog­
'ftOvimus e~ difpofitam, & looge lateque przdi­
c:.a"ate .ecclefia,_ fooat omnium.auribus divuJgatum, 
q_11od EJ.UMOsYRARVM.Iargitione po«'unt abfol­
Vl vincula peccatoru'm, & acquiri ca:leftium pra:­
mia gaudiorum ; ego Stephanus D~i ~raria An~Io­
:rum rex parltm halurt volens cum illis, qui fa:lici 
t;,~"'mtrc·, . cceleftia pro terreois commutant, Dei 
am ore coiunchs, & pro falute anima: mez, tl ,Datris 
,,; matri ''" ,,,till, & omnium parentum .meor.um,.. 
a&.Mt~ 11m, t.Sr.... . . 

. "··and: 
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~ ~ and enjoy his oW11 property.'' It feemeth rea-:­
fonable to hear the Quaker fpeak for himfelf.J 
and" the ftrongeil: writer on this fubjeet: amongfi: 
the ·O!akers, being tfnthony Pturfon; formerly 
a julli£e of peace in Wtjl•nr.rland, let us h.ear 
what he fays in his great ta·'i of tythu, on the 
que!\ion that .tytlt1 ought to /11 paid 111 11 reat 
charge ll}ln lfl rj/~1'1. 

tlnto which, jays ht, I anfwer, 

·u That though it were true, and ec;u1d 
<·be proved, that my anceil:ors gave tythes, 
' and that for ever, yet am I not thereby bound. 
' to pay them, or lland a·ny way chargeable . 

. " with them. It is true, when they were·owncrs 
· ' of land, they might themfelves yield and fet 

' forth what part of their increafe they pleafed, 
' or might have given the tenth, or any other 
' f!art of their land as they would, ·or they 
' ·might have charged upon the land what rent 
c they liked; but they could not charge their 

1 • poil:etiry with that which was no ways theirs, 
' ·no~ whkh, in any true fenfe, confirucHoo, 
' or underil:anding, they could be faid to have 

' c any property \n, and which is not p~id by 
' reafon of that which is d·erived from thettl. • 

I··' fo~, tythe is nc:ith.er paid of land, nor by the 
i • ,.eafon of the land, but is paid by the reafon 

' ·of ~he ·increafe·or renewing; aad t'herefore t'hc 
• aoltrincs 
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' doc!hincs of the old fathers, and the pt>piJh 
' Iaws for tyd1es, do as \\rell require the pay• 
c ment ot the te'nth pan of men's profit Qf 

' gain, whether by trade, commerce, or· mu­
i cbandize, as of the fruits of the earth. Yea, 
,- the tentl'l part alfo of wage~, and perfooal ia-
' creafe, though not raifed immediately by ' 
c land: and fureiy oo man will fay that he pays 

· c tythe of thefe becanfe his ancefio.rs charged 
' him with them;- nor will any man allow, that 
' another perfon, by any gift of · his anceltor, 
c can have another dHl:infr property in abe 
' tenth part of the f~uits of his labour; and tho 
t cafe is the' fame as to all tythes, whether pre­
c dial, per(onal~ or . mixed. If I lit fiill and 
' plough not, oo corn will grow ; if I dt flill 
' and work not, no prone will rife; fo that it 
1 is my labour, my diiigence and i~d~firy that 
c raifetli rbe tythe, and· in my power it is to 
, · make-it lefs or more; and (ometime, yea of­
' ten it falls out, that the tythe of corn is thrico 
c more worth than the.yearly value of the land 
, · on which it grows; and herein tythc; of com· 
,· is far more hard and unequal than· perfood 
' tythes; for the one pays but a tenth, all 
' ·charges dedulted; the other pays the tenth­
' of 'barges and all.' 

' Miiie ancefror could not charge me with 
' that which do.th DOl accrue by. rea/On of 

. l ' that 
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c tllatwiUch I hmfrombim:; ,., •I bOuni 
4 . .tNaU&! 1111Dcr ~ Wt lb~ 1-,. to ttat 
'" ~-. wl\i'dl isso«·patd by rtaliDo of rmland, 
C' bat-of the- int:rcif1, unto whiti hat DC:\J more 
• tied bJ law,- caau le· 18 vtho hllt.tl idc&'eafeci 
c wldroat Iandi. l!f 1 ha'tt!IAd aiJd. no·latrak; 
c I p.y· nn. t)Tthe~ 16 l bave iuc:rtafe; •Iao.gl\ 
• eo. Iandi,.. I oughr'by Jaw to par !}'ths. If I 
•· lutband· my· laO\\ fo thllt' the i11arealt: is: not 
~ to be (.,...ed, no tytbe em ~recovered of 
, • .wre J ad tberefbfe if I patturo my I add, no 
• tythe AtaU be paid" for the grafnthioh is eatel:l 
'' u:afeftMICI; but- only.a ,.,,.,,.,.for daaCI which 
• dbth. cli:paftune oa it J whidvdllte~it.p1aid 

•' •u tydle is' net peid by the re1fon ot: ·dlc! 
• lllllitl. but of tbe itock J and, in that aUb ic 
• lin· ·ia my power to mat.o th.e tydle attth, 
' llu}i., or aothing·; tr fo ·pkN~h,. and. fovt · 
., corn, tfrte tenth part· of the ir:tcteafcr is gee 
~ oenlly·WJOre·wofth· tb•u' tile Jal1d m wbiclt 
~ it gtJOWs-, whloh co.cw· IIOt byrthe laad that 
'' &ncmds · from· the altcefiior, but · belaufe of 
' the iaorafa won ....-ith the-gtdt charge,. in.J 
' <iuihy, aDd Iaboat Of tbt hef'bcudiDSD. If 
• I· patlure ay- gtroancl with lhec~p tba.t. yield 
,. a. hce, the tythe will be- coftlider~~bte.-

. . •· tboush aet· fo tt't~h as ·by com~ Jf· I pa.frt!K"d­
" with cows· ar breeding;..cattle, a mach· }efs 
• tythe is paid: a'ld if r eat· up tht: pafl"re:·byr 

1 ' borfes. or· batten· cattle; · a. fatdl aod ii'R!OO· l , ·.·· . • fiderablc 

·' • I 
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•c fiderable rate . is 'cioly requ!red' though i1l 
'·few places ofthe nation· would that hAYc bee11 
., recovered ·in the ~imes when FPifh laws were 
c at greatetl height. But if I plan! wood, 
' and let ·it ftand f()r rimbcr; or, if I lf:ore 
' my land with ·bcltil:s which be fme ·ut11ra• 
' wherein there is no pcrfonal property, no ~ 

_ ' tythea fhall be paid ; or, if I will let. my 
c ·land lie wafte, (whicb :may be fnppofcd, be­
' caufe it -may be done) or will eat my mea­
' ·dow·or com ftanding, no tytbe·cao be rcquir _ 

. ' ·ed. All thefe inftances manifeft that tythe 
' fiill hath relation to the iock and ·pcrfonal 
'·efiate, and not to the land; and is paid by 
·c the reafon of the ftock, and not of the hod. 
' And fo no anceftor could lay and .perpetuate 
' .fucb a charge as tythe upqn it, nor (()uld he 
' ·bind ·his fuccefi"or to pay it. If by my an­
' ceftor I am bound to pay tythe ratiDtU tmu­
' rllf, or in coofideration of the land which 
• he leaves me, to what value muG it be of? 
·, I -may yearly pay more tythe than the laoli 
' ·he leaves me is worth : if I keep it in . ! 
~ tillage, .and if I pafture it I need not pay the 
c twentieth· part • . Have I not herein (with-
' out fraud to my anceftor) .power to· pay 
~him much or little? How then is tytbe 
' like a rent certain (which is by fome ob-
' jetted ? ) If tythes were pai4 by reafon of 
~ . the land, fur ely there: is moft .r~fon, that 
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"' the tenrb .,Jrt of the grafs reoewiftg upon 
' all paftarc grounds filould be paid ; for the 
• ~and ruu . brmgi that with it i and, it is 
' eafily dividable by rent, or let by mooth. 
' H tlftlltfJir_ hath as good right _to the tenth 
• part of the increafe, as the owner bath to 
' the nine why cannot he rake it with­
e out the owner'S' · fetting it out, or recover 
4 it by aaion of debt or trefpafs ? Bur it 
·, is clear there is no title till it be fet rorth ; 
' and .then, if the owner of the land carry 
~ it away, an a&ion of trefpafs lies, becaufe 
c he had fet it out, and given it to another, 
c and fo altered' his property, as one mao 
c doth· by marking his cattle for another m110; 

' and therefore it is, that the law which com­
' mands tythes, doth not give power to ady 
c one to take the tythe, becaufe he had no 
-c tirle, but enjoins the owner to fet it forth ; 
' and in fo doing to make it another's h1 
'-his own mifint. If any man claims tythes 
' by my aocefl:or's gift, may I not afk him, 
' to whom. or for what my anceftor gave 
c them l And, it is plain beyond denial, that 
c all thofe gifts of land or tythe in Eng/an:/. 
c (li11ce Aujiin the monk planted the popijh 
' faith, and preached up the new payment 
' of tythea) were given to popijh priell:s, for 
c faying prayers for the fouls of the givers 
' and their decc:afc:d ancefiors, as cld confc-

V 0 L. II. K • crations 
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" cratioos do witnefs : and therefore in reafoa, 
' if- the con !ideration and fervice be ceafed, 

-4 fo o11ght alfo the wages ; for no man in 
' Jaw or equity .ought to cla1m wages, when he 
., will not do the work for which it was given; 
' and feeing thefe popijh priells and 'prayers 
.. are laid afide, the gift (if any fuch were, 
., and could be binding) ought to return to 
" the donor; and may not, w-ithout his confect, 
• be perverted to another ufe. 

• But fomc objcCl: (as the uuntryparfon hath 
" done in his,p/ea) th«t: 

1flhm I 1r .,, ~met/lflr !Jought tht lanJ, it 
·-w•s folti -<:hcaper .( lutaufl it Will foH'.fed it 
... ght to .PIJI·Iytb~) thtln 1 .Qr 111J 1171c!fl•r mi/J 
.ht.N1 bought fwb -land a.s was l:nown to ~~ tythe­
frc~:.; .and :thtrifGrt, ha'lling a cbcaper ~argain, 
J.am-bound in ttjuitl to pa; tjlbt. 

l anf.wer, 

' That, I have already proved all land is 
" tythe-free; and that the charge of tyt~ is. 
' upon the flock and perfonal e!tate, and not· 
" upon the land. And, the ftrength of this . 
• abjeCtion lies in comparing thofe ~bo pay 
" tythes, with · thofe who are free. Thole who 
• :bu.Y laDds t;thtfm arc ~afed of this oppret-

. 6 .Goo, 
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• ftaD, and are m no haurd : and, thO'Ilgh aU 
• others oogbt to be fo, yet it being a que­
c fiion, wbetber they can cafe themfelves of 
5 the barthen, they buy un~er a hazard, and 
' are fubjetl: to foch a charge. But if they 
' caft off the yoke, th1J g,t hut u•hat is tl:lir 
• own ; and feeing we have denied the p,p,'s 
' authority and fupremacy, we may, fo foon as 
c we can, wholly Clfi off the burden which he 
• laid on us: and thus, he that buys lands 
' in the years of trouble and heavy taxes 
• may, perhaps, buy much cheaper than when 
• none or- little is paid : fha 11 lie tl.ercfore be 
• required to pay taxes when others nre dif-

. · ' .charged ? Or, lhall he that bought cheap 
• pennyworths on the borders between En;­
' land and Scotland, \\·he.o thofe parts were io­
' fcll:ed· with mDfl-troqpm, always pay u-ihoatc 
• to thieves and robbers? We bought land 
• when the pope's yoke was upon our necks; 

·• ' and if we cafi it from u5, we may by as 
' good reafon be eafed of our ryrhes, as they 
' of their taxes. But if I &ught it 'btaptr, 
• what is that to the ftate or the priefi i' 

This is the Q.!!aker's defence agninfr the 
charge of fotti"g up 11 tit.'t DIJ · th1 pita if wa­

fii""' to another m(Jn's tjlat1; wherein he 
provers,· that his tenth, which the parfon claimi 
in the produce of land, is neither hi& right 
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·by aoy condition anncsed to the inheritance 
nor by any con&deratioo allowed in the pur-

. chafe ; that neither the doDor of the land 
gave, or could ~ive it; and that neither cOD• 

fcience 110r equity can require the Q.!aku. t'O 

.pay it. 

The quefiion will then depend upoo the 
judgment of the legiftative power; and ·we arc 
·fiill in the proper method of debating, what 
·mealures the legiflative ought to prefcribe, be­
tween· the parfoo and the ~aker in th~ caft of 
tythts. 

We are told upon this footing Of ·tbe judg· 
ment of the legiflative power, and with fome 
air of triumph, that perfons withholding tyrhes 
·aft lliled tvil-difpiftd ptrfmt, 27 Htn. Vlll .. 
not rtgrmJi,g tl·eir tlutiu tD God and tht lmg., . 
32 Hm. VIII. and acnng of an ungodly pmJtTji 
"WiH -and mind: to which the parfon might 
have added, mofJtd and ftductd hy tht injHgation · 
Df ''" tl,fJil: it would have made the 
fame imprcffion on the c:mmons if Grtal Bri­
tain,. before whom he is pleading; and. it 
would have been as full an anfwer 'to the cl!arge 
11pon the clergy of opprtjfion, avarice tmd 'in· 
jitjlhe in thtir fuits for tytbt. 

The 
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. The woras ptrutrfi, ""l'd/y, undutiful t~ 
Cod t~tid tlw lri,g, pro'R nothing but that the 
priefis, who had power to obtain a penal fiatute, 
had leue to call pet>ple nam,es in the preamble· 
10 it. But 

I£ it be urged as the fenfc ~f thofe times 
ctonccrning non-payment of tythe, will the par­
fin allow me t6 cite other fiatutes, made about­

. the fame time, ·aa the fenfe of the law-makers. 
upon other ecc:lcuanical preteo~\ona ~ · · 

I fear, tlae feofe of parliament hath very 
lhtlc weight with the. clergy, when it is not on. 
the fide of their ambition; and therefore I may 
not perhaps hold it conclufive, when, inRuenced 
by their ungodly management, it lets them loofe · 
to defame and d.amn their enemies, as e.njmies t~ 
6.od an1. tbelting. · 

The ftatafe of the firfi year of Eiward Vf •. 

~·'-

B)(G[ilttS$, 

' That elefrions of archbHhops and bilhopt;·" 
'by deans and chapters-, are I!S well tO thee 
' long delay, as to the great cofis and charges, 
' of fuch· perfons whom the. king gives· any,· 

· K, 3.. 'ar.c:h .. -
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• archbilhoprick or bilhoprick unto, and that 
• che fai:d elc8ions be .;, "''Y tit~tJ n• elte· 
• ti1ns,. b1:1t only by. a writ of C 0 N G E 
• D ' E L 1 R E have c11111rs,. Jhatl~ws, or prt­
". llnctJ of tletlims, firvi.ng ni'Utrtheltji t1 "' 
• pu•pift, and feeming alfo derogatory_ to the 
• .king's prerogative n>yaL' 

Tbis aa of parftament, though not held 
at prefent to be in fore~, doth certainly fhew 
'the Jtnfi of cur aru!ftws on the fubjea of eiea­
ing bi.lhops. 

Will the clergy anow as to fpeak of the~ 
;rttmJcJ eleaioas of bilhops in the terms of 
(his aa of parliament? No- it is againft 
<livioe right. If then they will not allow the 
ifl_j/itut,."on if !Jijhops to be tied' d'own, to tbe 

·preface of a law made in EdWilrd VI"'s time, 
-will they tie nery man down, in tht tfjUiiJ '.[ 
1ythts, to the preface of a law made ia Henry 
VIIi's time? 

I trull in th right of u E"g'ijh f"'.jea,... 
'that we lhall not' be refiraioeJ, from a larger 
<onflderation of fo im-portant an ~ff.lir, and 

-chat neither our .:luty to Goa -or the king 
llhal\ be •qoefl:ioned, for no ·better rearon ·than 
tour -dilfercnce <Jf !ent.imenu in the alTair of 
'I; tl·es. 



., 

1 reverence aa aCt of parliament as much· 
as any man living.- It it the aa of that power 
whic:h we are all bound to trnft and obey. 
But I am not fo far concluded by an aa o6 
parliament~ that I ought either to believe im­
plicitly whatever it declares, or DOC lG folliclr. 
the repeal of what it may enad, 

And, I cannot but obferve, 

1. That when H11tr1 VllT. unravelling hi• 
ewn reformation, went -retrograde into the 
worll: meaforcs of popery, ,he pall the all if. 

'th1 fix articlts in his 3 J ll year, wherein he 
dlab;Hbcd (;.llri&ular e~nft.fli.n and.tr .. njuhjlaiJ~ 
tiatiDL And: 

2.. That iJl tbe next year be paft the aa fo• 
the paymtnt '.[ trthn, wherein is the fam<>us 
cspreffioD of perfcJos 1111 regardi11g tluir duties 
to God and theli•&· 

If therefa&:e tythl"t, tranfu!jlantiati'"' an<t 
auricular confiffion, are of the fJme growth and 
f-amily, we fhall find that the fame reafoning. 
from aCts of parliament, which makes the Par 
m~nt './ t1.lhts a DUTY to God and tht iinJ• 
by the fiatute of 31 Hm. VIII. would ns fgr­
(.ij)Jy prove= tra".fubjlantiati;n-a-qd· aurieular c,,_ 

. :{._ + fllf .. 
-~ 



200 'l'h( P.ilJars t{PRIESTCRA~'I' 
· f1fion to be a~:ticles of faith fit for a chri-lli&ll 

to believe ·in,· becUJfe they are {Q dc.dared, 
by tho fiau:ue of 31 Hm. V UI.. wbich impofed 
thofe fi.~t t/,qdy. orticlts falnous in the "1lory oi 
thofe times. Aod, 

To fay that the aa o{ the /~.~t •rticiiS ia 
repealed, but t~t the tytiM. tUl is flill i11r 
force, would make the mall~.r infinitely ridi· 
culous.; for 

Thi& would· fuppGre that our did, t• G.J'" or­
our Jatth. in Chrij11 depend• altog,e~her oo th~ 
cxiO:ences and· duration t>f ads of parliam.ent :· 
So that i.t may be a. duty t.o, God, or not a dut1 
tD GDJ; an Drthod/Jx crttd, ar not aQ rwihodt:t. 
crud, u different parliaments happen to be of· 
difFer.ent opinions. 

·If the countr.y paJ'fon i.s difp.leafed, that fuch.. 
abfurditiu lhould be laid at his door,. he._. 
fhould be lefs forward to pre.fs the fe11fe of our 
an.cefiors, and authorities out of the flatntc 
books, in proof of fuch points as dutits to God, 
wherein every man Jilay take the bible and his. 
own confcience to be fafer gaides than any act 

' of par liamenP. 

If be is difpleafcd-, that the fcnfe of OUJ 

a.acc:Llors, and authorities ou.t of tb~ Llatute 
·b~b 

l 
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books filoald be urged in fapport of the righ~· 
of the .l~ity agai.oft the ufurpations of the -
clergy, I muft tell ltim, that to prot~ the_ 
people from injullice; is the proper and eflea• 
tial care of parliament; bat that to define· 
tlutirs to God, is beyond the bounds of hnmaa.> 
authority i and though parliaments may fpe· 
cify what dolhines clergymen fball feach, yet­
they nrmot require fl111 ma11 to l~tli"'' tiHm, . 
becaufe though the parfon it theftrDant .o£ th&l: 
legifiative power, yet every ·man .is ,I'Jia.ftln of his~ 
tJWn cmftimce. 

Our tluty. '' God, as· to· the paymett o£4 
tythes, is therefore in eve~y rcfp~a as quellion··, 
alllc, aacl at c•fii,,.tuufl.v to be deoied, as··if:-­
tho{c J.•a k<14 HYCr been caaaccl: Aoct,;, 

The. pay~nt of. tysbcs, u a . .rJt~fJ t1 C«4•. 
· ~ deoicd by the. ~era.·"'"· ~y.-a~all: 
other mcDJ· 

Tbc C~t~V~~~n g11otl can ·be the only j!Mti&bt• ~ 
reafon for impaling it as..--ii CQmmoa..cbatge. 

Tlw~ we are once .:>r& itt •he· cafe; whltr~· 
:we ought to 'be, of debatiftB •be illeri.ts:-«>hbi.ll-• 
bill. upt?~ th• ~iadple& of"'*~ ... 



'2.02 Y'he Pillars. of FluESTC1l4FT 

The people called !i?.Jial.ns who are moll 
~prdfed by fuLts for tytliF, apply for the bet-. 

ter regulation of fuch fuit~ that tb~y1 lila! ~ 
kfs oppretfed hy thCPl •. 

As a people profeffi.ng. the Feligion of Chri.ft ._ 
they cannot pay tythes or wages to the clergy., 
becaufe they believe in their confciences that. 
Chrif/ .abo!Hhed tythes, and forbid. the sa>;:­
.ment of wages tp the Eriefihood •. 

lf they are in au error, it is tbe error· of; 
'heir confciences, and the1 ousht n9t to be~ 
vunifbed fOe it. But, 

As fobje8s profc1ftng a dutiful obedience 
to the government und«r which they live, the' 
yield according to the Gofpel of Chr!fl, fub-. 
miffiof! to the ciYil ntagifirate, IBd- what· bet 
takes &om .them, ft;r the maintenance of the. 
dergy, they patiently atCJ,.Piefce in;; 

· They ~ake no rellfbnce 1o the officer wbo. 
diflrains their good's for tythc. And) . 

Can ~ny thing be more rcafooable, tbaa to. 
appoint an o4ficer, ,...~o ilia II at their charge ·fet 
<>Ut the· ;&Jtbe. whcl) it is doe itl kind, or I~ . 
.it, WheB it ougJlt to be paid ln. money-t Or, 

::Z· Qa . 
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ean any thine be more- ot~rearontls~e, tllan­
to authorize the parfon to fuc the Q.!!aker, 

..eot only for tbe tytbe,. but for· thrH · ,;,.,, tiN 
Wl/11t, becaufe· he batlt not fit t't 1ut, when he 
iii difablcd by his confcience, and when any 
other man ~y be appointed by law to.J41: 
il Dill for !Jim ? 

We are tol<J tiy the tDU11try parfon, thlt 
-oyery wift clergyman, for his own fake, aud·< 
.every gDqd clergyman, for his neighboor's­
fake, will take the 111/y and cheap, meth041· 
. which is left to his option by_ fotm~r.aas of _par .. 
Hament·.; and~ 

Therefore, it i§ iofe·rred, tne legmature·· 
ought not tb til!: the clergy down, to thi& -1o.fy 
and chttip mtthod., b~caufe the wife!t and b.cft 
of th.em already ufe it for their own.. fake, andt 
their. aeighboilrs. Bur, 

if"the wifojl and· bifl..uf= it..: of choice, thls 
-will be an argum~ot, that the unrtnjonohlt and: 
JlnjtJI fuould be Jdbained to,.4.. For41 

Are the fcbjeEls of E gland to have no• 
!'letter fecurity agaio1l oppre..'Hon, than ·the wif-: 
~and g_oodnc.fs of the clergy l Or, . 

X...6.. Ought~ 



Ought the clergy ~ be ttufied with a power,. 
which, according to tl1 ptl".fon~s coofcdliGD• 
aeither a wife cJ.rgJJQan nor a pd clergy--. 
can ufe, withoat mi!chid' ~tber. tQ hiaUClf 01: 

JUs nc.i~hboar t 

Whore the p1Wtf' if ~PPrt./fon is, aSs of 
Gppre.ffioo will undoubtedly be. No church, 
ao fta~, no body of men ever had this pa.wcr. 
but·· they ufed it. And, 

. Whoe\'er gi•es· an aothorify to opprefs, i~ 
the author of opprcffion. 

This truth, which i~ w-ritten in charatlers­
ofbloodin all the hill:ories .of mankind, is rea­
foo and· ·evidence to jufiify. a bill which reftrains. 
nn oppre.ffive power in the cburrh : 

A reafon fo convincing,. an evidence fo. 
clear, as makes it trifling with Ju jujliet of par­
liament, whe"ll the clergy demand proof that 
they 44 opprefs, whilft every man who hath. 
eyes mull fee that they maJ opprefs. 

If they 111., maay of them will: bat, 

If t~ey ma1 11Dt oooe o£ tfaca tiUI (OJPmill 
&Jprc.{ij.QD.. .Andt 

!f 



If they htl'Ue ,,,. opprefled by that power­
whereby they 'mtl1 opprefs-;. yet, it is incumbent· 
on the juflice of all houfo of oommoos· to reftrain , 
fuch 1ppr'./fif11 p .. tr. nec:aqfa, 

lt"i$ more the duty of puliameet 1o pN• 

"tent · grievanees thaa it is to redrtfs them; · 
-it is more compat!onate to fne men from• 
iojullice than to relieve thmt under it; it is­
an happier effeCl of law. to preferve property. 
than to repair it ; it is· a nobler aa of jufiicc · 
to reftrain a crime than to pooifh it; and It is-. 
a.- more per.ka conffitutioo of g~W«nment,_ 
u~dcr which- oppreaion is not. praalcabte,. 
thaa that under- which it is praaifed, and 111111· 
Jepunifhed. · 

By a. paper wbieh I hue feeD, in the 
tfands of Gentlemen (fiDc:e this biH bath been 

. depeodmg) earitled An ou1unt· If priftcumns . 
'f the ptopk called Q!akers in the fcwra/ 
court's, finct the [lfltnth and tighth 'f ling· 
Wllliam- tiN third, Anno 1696, wht11 tht-, 

Affirmatioo-Aa was "tai1~tti, which l'l'" 
juftices 'f tht ptllct power · lfl jiltlg• if tytht, 
dtma11ded JINI.,. tin wlue 'f ttn p~~r~11d1 i . 

lt:apaears that thorct hue bee~ . 

J 



Prljit~~tin!,. Pri.fon. Dud.in Prifon .. 

Ja tHift1'1 381 10 I ~ 
1a the: t;ttWfJUtr 787 185 2 . 
lo the eccJefia- l 26 . · 8"r · 2 

-ftical courts ! 9 1 l 
lathecommoo··l 16. 0 

~" c.ourtt 5· $9 f 1-
~ all 1153 1 29a 1· 5 

The Q!akcrs add, daat ' tlley arc: VC:IJ 

«- imp~rfea as to the whole number of fuit5 
< brought, becaufe feveral timesfocb faits were 
«- made an end of in the country, and no ac.-:­
' c.ouot given. of them. to, their mntinz of foffir­
• ;,gs l and many times, when friends wtre 
«. difcbarged from imprifonments hy ntls for n­
.._ Jiif, ".f infolvtal titbtors, there were no.ac· 
., count given.; and, the like deficiency ofte• 
1. happened·. when their rd:uioiU Rtid to . re.~ 
• - lc:afe them out. of goal.' 

T~ey , allcdg~, . ' .That. the. demnAds f« 
•. tythe haye been . innumerable, within forty 
• .. years pall ; btU that. the 'nature of the 
4 . profecutioos, and fums le'lled by them mar 
«-be judged of, they have colleaed forty-four 
"- 4;afes, -wber~the demands.amount to J$8 h .3 s._ 

·~.ad. lAd. the. fums levied to 2:ljl I. 6 s. 1 oJ. 
. ~~ 



c One lfoae A'vtril was profecuted three 
• {everal times for three feveral fums amount­
' ing to 19/. for which he had takm from him 
c. 18.7/, IOJ• 

1 There Wat ODe mend' I prifo.acr hll JUR-

6 fq• f~t'IJ /hilling" 

~ Another, a prifoaer f•ur years fop '"' 
• lhi1Jmg. · 

• Two-were pr·ifboers fo;t years for tw1,. 
or. filiUinga. 

' {)no .was a prifoaer ,;,; yean. For fmall 
-~ tyt-lie, 

'-0n~ was a, prifonorfiN years:for.fiutr j~~MI'Nis 
" ttn,jhi/Jit~gs •. · 

· ' They find·an accounioffifteen perfons pro,. 
"' feGuted for above. ten. po~nds each •· 

'-The. demeodr oo the whole fifteen beillg, 
~ 313 /~ 9 s. 6 d. tberc :wn taken from tbem fer. 

. "that demand· 1068 /. 7. s. 4 d, l.IJ•. 

"'· They; furthtr.{pecify the names of thct fot­
~ loWiPs_ perfon:s with the tithe demanded ·IDJIIn> ..... 
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'·thcfla/Mt ift.m lounds, and the fum levied OQ. 

'·on account th~of, v!z. 
L .r •. tl. 1 •. s •• i;. .. 

7am11 Hfl'Uiland - 8-oo. 0 tr-oo·· -o-·. 

Cf'hmas Strong . r zo· 6 IS II 6, 
RH~Mzrltl c.;._ AI# " ; • Q •l 0· 31 11 6· 

'ihemas Drape + ~~ ' so 00 0 

RfJbtrt Holliday - OII 6 fgo 00 0-· 

HI•,., Wt#h ' 4 (). 30'00 0· 

1o/iah Wil/i4ms - 2. 00 0· 30 00 0 

1~hn 'Taylor - . I · S 8' 44 IS 0'' 

~-114fc,. _,6 IS II. S, •:r.6··11 

'Jeremiah El/i1- j I·~ oo 0 MQO CJ 

George Bewlty .3· 10 01 93 IO 0 

s .... r~aatfff.W....,..il3. ~ 8; 7J 16. 0~ 
W'iJliam-Pearfon -~ o· 13 0 ~ 19 .. 16 o~ 

yor,athan Peafi/y - "i 7 0 o· 237 s 0 

INfti,jJi'i/JiiiiiU· - ~Q I 6 IOQ 0 0 
'Thomas Eilw~od -. o 12. o· 24 't 6'·: 
Ahrt~ham Butttrfold - s:~ 0 0 go 0 6. 
Rlgt•7t!IIMns 0 1 ... 6 . 84 tO 6 

Richard .AJiM I; t.S' ~ So 0 ~-

?'/JDmas jenkins I 5 0. 67 10 0· 

JibR.T~,,~ 4; O:l 0 71 14 0· 

Fr~Qb~.,_ '1 16 0 73. 0 o·· 

This it. a fpecific:ltion ·.of fuits, which ~­
~try p/Jr.fon and Ilia colleag~es complain of~ ... 
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as omitted ;, tht caji if th1 . ~ualtrs. I am 
told, that the reg~fler.s Qf their mutin~ if.fof­
firi,gs have re.corded 'the "'fes atlar£1 1 tlld'. 
that ~hey will inform any ientlemaa ef the par-. 
tic.ulars of their har.d.lhips ·i whic.h 1 Ql.entio~a,. 
becaufe, luviag no acquintance amoagft th,e~ 
~ am without fuller illfOfftlation my.k.lf, . .OO!t 

have I applied. whe.-e, I l~r~c.li'c.vet I GQil.J4 not ~ 
l'cfufed ; be~au.fe, if I knew the cx..clc.O: .(\¥§ o£ 
every CAfe. it could not· be dif.courfcd. af·withu. 
a 'he ~tc:o.t Gf thc:fe papccs. 

Tbc ,.,b, r{ foi# !Jtr• 'f~,. &lt4 
jtr4,fo71n'1, tM d!fl#~, 11d ttle 1~ ~ 
pacity bctweco. thp ~all4 a.a4 fu~ ~aw 
iA fuita for tytlle, &lollft raifc abbomo~o '- . 
uy compaffionate mind. The ling~• article 
qf 0 N K H U ;N p Jl, i. 0 P 0 tJ N D S tam. 

· for tightml ptnu would ·be. jWl pr~tioe. 
for abolithing aH the tythes .of the clergy, 
i£ thew Wits could '-Ot be worit:cl OQ. ia JDtrc 

llumane me'~ ~ucb IG ia~DQe fii op. 
preffion io. aay ci¥11 .:oocet~Q 'Waltld r.afe • 
mfgrre8ion : aad, tll~ Pllt elldurc it &oat 
~cir fpidLaaol. gu~s, Qacwa ~ uwmtil ,-;. 
.._ b an Letoreft ia aaDther world ;. thoqgh. 
th ulmri ilKo oJ. imtginatieo ngDCIC paint 
an H E L L more terrible . eo- ot1r &:a£1,. thaa 
what the cruelty of the clergy daily fets before· 

tiJE C:JU .. 
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In ete\'en hundred' and' fifty-three fuits they.­
made two hundred and ninty- two prifoners; 
in fifteen fuits where the claims amoantecl" to-
313/. they exaaed Jo68/. which was at 
tbe rate of '"' hu11firtd pounds for Jefs than 
lhirty pounds; in forty-four faits where the 
claims amounted to 188 I. they exaftec:t 2.2521. 
which was at the rate of ,,, hundrttl pound~ 
for little more than 8/. and, in twenty-twct 
faits where the claims amounted to 661:. 
they exaaed •484/. which was the rate of 
"'' bundr1d pounds for tefs than fo~~r PD•fls 
tm fotl/i,gr. Or if we take the(c eighty-one­
Suits alJ togetha. the fums demanded make 
567 /, which compared with 4804/• the totat 
Ium taken, is in the proportion of eru hundrttl 
pouwsleried, for e•ery fwa of tflwll pDttnlt 
jitH j/JI"IIz"ts demandea. 

Compltte the medium or the charge m •or 
manner it is mooflrous 4nd enormous. Sui~ 
attended with fuch c'.ftt uc a fcandal on th& 
jafiice of the kingdom, not to mention the 
profefiion of tho- gofpel. And therefore, thit 
bill, wh4:h is defigned to fhonea fuits anft. , 
limitcolls, will viodicatc the laws as maca as it 
wlU eak: the people. 

J 



11ft <?RTRODOXY j/Jil/ct11, 2U . 
I perfe!tly agree with the tiU1111'1 p.rfo" io 

• this plelf • That to fecure property is ODCI 

1 main end of government, and that therefore 
• all opimDns, all pratliw incoofifient with the 
1 preferwatio~ of property, arc alfo inconufient 
' wiL.b government and fociety.' 

No man can be more tender of property 
than I have ever been, nod alway• fball be. Bat 
I think, that -the laity have a property iD their 
goods, ae well-as the clergy in tythe ; 

That ,;,, p11r1s ;, 1111 are a more nluable 
pr_operty than a fmglt t1ntb c:an pretend to be ~. 

"That the property of a tmth ouRht not to 
·icvour the property of all tb1 ,,,,. ,;,, • 

And, that it is deltralHYe of all property to 
lety fMrlb.ufoWII 1igll1 bundrttl and four pt.11t1dt 
on the laity, where the fum of s67/ .. is tbc 
whole demand of the clergy. 

"The t••ntr! ,a,.fnz hath a conceit, that thit 
but is the only infiance of an application to 
any government in the known world, to coon .. 
tenance an opinio11 dcfiruaivc to tb~ pro,eertJ. , 
.of anJ of tbe (ubl~cb,. 
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But C.rety, if it be his conception, be is, 
woo~ vaia., aacl unwarraotabk. 

Tlaat lands hell£ in m~·tmai~r, or that the 
Q:agnatioa of property in dead hands, is con­
trary to the good ol the kingdom~ hath beta­
the opinion of our parliamc:nts,- and the principle 
of our izu.,, ewr fiace-· the foundation ot this. 
government, however delk11Bive it muft be to 
whas ,~~w,,,,. caU their property. 

Bu&- further, that the Q!akers hold the maio­
•auu of the clergy to be aaticbrifiian an<l. 
uaaakloabM, "aa.; for,_ 

TbJt a&jl fe& fboald accovot it a fafticient· 
'barge upoa them to~ their owa teacbcrt;. 
i1l but re~on : ' 

And· tbat the ~akert-, wtto pay nodt;or 
at ail t<> their own teachers; fhould. be oblig• 
c;d to maintain the teachers of any other felt, 
is to them not only. an ~ardtbip, but. an abo.­
mination. 

Now this . which tends to take away tltt 
maintenance ofthe priellhood, may to a parfoo 
feem very naturally deftruaive of what bt ul/s-. 
hi~ property •. But, 

Becaufe 



Beeaafe tltc Q!!ak.cr witdah.Ws the t<nth 
'Which tbe law gives tbe perfoa ·a tttle to, ~~ 
he take the 1ther nine which the law can gi\'IC 
him no title to ? And, by reafon of a claim of 
.567 /, c:on6uu Jt~~~r tht~~~Jnd light J.ttdml 
tltlt.l fq,ur ~uruh ~ the ~aiDer's fDbiwnce·? 
Acd, more prodigious ·t ilu.ll he .take aJJ .,_.,14 · 
~tis for eithu.n ~"'"' f 

I envy the clc:qy ~o maiat.caaaec wbich 
the laW gi.ves, or ~c.aa gllfC thfla ; eut, the 
maintenance of the .pricAhood ought not to 

'devour the Klbfiance Gf tlw whole paopJ~ 
:Jike the· 111r1 of corn in PH A R A 0 H's 
D R E AM, t!Mt fpntwg '¥ 'fllilhwttl, thin, 
tmrJ !JII!fled witbth1 ea:tl wind ; aad tltv.uMJ the 
-e.ars that were fall aDd· good. 

I have not conteAded either b· t.akiQg 
·away, or for maki.ng lefs, tbat .mainllluan12e 
which the law allows thctm. But· I hne 
always been of opioio,g, diat to alk it fr4m the 
.good-wlll of fociety, and to la.ke it without 
·cruelty or oppr~ffion, w.ill more-n11mly ciab!ilh 
their revenues than the moft ar-r~P.t .claimt of 
divine·r.ight, or .the mofi: r-igorous D)e.-furcs ef 
-ecclefiafiical tyranny. 

1 firmly believe, that to feek for no more 
thlWl their due, would be 'the furefi means of al· 

ways receiving their due; 
6 I~" 
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I have ever obferved, that the more they 
talk of their privileges, the lefs other people 
think of them: 

And, whatever light I may ftand in with 
the ri'Demtd trdtr, I believe, I am a better 
frlend to their interefis than many of them• 
(elves can pretend to be; for they would main­
tain that exorbitant ufuipation of power, which 
they cannot make ufe of without making thcm­
felves moft odious ; whereas, I would difoh/, 
th~m from hurling their calling, or the caufe of 
religion, by tyranny or by injuftice. 

I am of opinion, that if the church fball on 
every occafion oppofe itfelf to the loud c~m· 
plaint if the land, and perfift in thefe obfiinate 
claims of powers, too heavy to be borne, the 
clergy \Vilt"make the caufe of the church 1\Jch 
a load upon its friends, that the torrent of 
public refentment will be fironger than any 
minUler can fiem ; the paffions of mankind un-

. reafonably provoked, will not beeafily appeafed, i 

and· though a [mall focrijict might have-coo.. , 
tented every one in the beginning, yet whev. 
popular rage is too far incenfed, 11 great '"' ! 

will not fatisfy in the end. 

Nothins 
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Nothing fo much calmt and fweetcns mao· 
"kind, as the frank redrcfs of a crying grie­
vance. Any fingle hardlhip gcneronfly taken 
away, difpofes the balk of mankind to endure 
a thoufand ; they are fubdncd by gcndcncli 
aud mercy, but grow rcfliJF and hcad-ftrong 
under opprcBioo. 

In all focieties •nd Bates, it is fecn from 
the parifo pri!fl to the prince and ruler of the 
country, that he who aOts with the greateft 
moderation, is paid with the grcateft libe­
rality. 

I am therefore moft dear> that the tlllllf"J 

Par["' is an enemy to the intcreft of his order, 
by obR:inately oppofing that cafe which the peo­
ple aggrieved by tythe are likely to obtain by 
this bill. 

' He fays, indeed, that paffing this bill in 
• compliance to the obflinate Q.!!akcrs, will 
' make them be etleemed as coofe1fors, who by 
' their tleadinefs have. made the law give way, 
• and exalted their mifguided confciences above 
' the property of their fcllow-fubje6s.' .But,, 

May it not be wd with greater truth'? 

That 



That rejeEllag this bin, ia compliance to 
l'he ~ftinate clergy, wm make them be confi· 
odered n a a dtad wtight "P'" tbt cdjlituti~t~; 
which, by its coatinual obftruaion, keeps 
commoD jufficc at a nand, and exalts the am· 
bhion of churchmen above the rights of their 
fellow-fubJeth. 

Is ~ prppeiay in the kiegdee facred from 
rogldalion befida dleire t or, is it fit dW any 
'tbould &c t 

Hath not the wifdom of parliament provi­
-ded laws, for the limitatitJ, if fuits, and fot. 
the prellfttion offriwltJtU ~tJ wnhiUIM'r¢s! 

' . Hue DOt aas been made, to regulate tbe 
courtt, and officers.,{ jMRice, to difcbargc pri- i 
foners for debt, and to reform the gaols t 
Yet, 

Did aoy man oppofe thefe a~l:s by claims 
of birtl'righfin the law, and infolent demands of 
property, as if the law coul~ ftand in obllrucHon 

·to public jufiice, or property in any one be .• 
· reafon for the oppreffion of all ? 

To adjuft the bounds of property, and to 
make the power of every fubje~ compatible 

- with 
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~ith ·the fafet,y gf all the rcft, .arc tM higheft 
'ODds of gover.aunent.; 

. · And therefore ell •Pit~i111s, all Pr•tliut, 

. whic~ tend to the ·exemption of any &Nler « 
mea from .public enquiry, or public julfke, 
are uttcrl,y incOQfi.ftent wjtb .govorament an4 
Iocie~y. 

It· an oraer of men bave advfltltages 'froin 
Jaw, which arc inconfi!\ent with jufiice, ought 

. aot .the law to give way for the free courfc 
of ju!\icc? Or ought the ltgifla·lifJe ;•-w~r t~;t 
exill in vain P 

. .J~ ft' to be a power,. whic'h, in arry ·care 
bavin'g be~ niifguided ·to oppre(s, fuall for 
ever remain withou~· capacity to right the in .. 

·jured fubjeel? · 

lf arguments df this fort had pre-vailec! with 
~ur fathers, we thould have continued, as ab­
folut~. big,ots a!)d flaves to the ~burch, at this 

·hour, as our Jillw ,hrijlia•s .are io lterl] :and 
'Spain. 

If arguments of this Cort prevail for th~ 
time to come, we Olall never be allowed to 
repea~ or amend any law beneficial to the 
.prie!\hood, however grievous to the people, 

V'O r... Il. L SinCG 
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fince the pric:fls claim . a !Jirthritht in tl1 
llw, to bound the legillativc power. But, · 

The blll ought to pafs, ·were it ~nty for 
the fake of an example, that it is Dot in 
the power of a mitmJ J,n,,., by his lntws 
mijflfJI flirriog 'up petitions from every dioc:efe, 
to intimidate an houfc of commons in a matter 
of'tbis high concern to the jufticc of the 
kingdom. 

If fuch arts are !uccefsful to encreafe the 
tuf!/lt p.pw ,. t/11 tlwls toJII, I hope, a body 
of E•tlifb gentlemen will never weigh pedtions 
in_fUf!1ltiiJ againfl any bill whatever i cCpccially 

' . bills for the reformation of the church, againft 
whicQ, they are . certain of baring aa mauy 
remonffrances as there are deaneries, arch­
deaconries, chapte~, coJJcgcs, . or ecclefiafiical 
preciuCls in E"tkmd, W11ltJ, and the town of 
Berwicl upon '1' wttd. 

Another ~e~fon that t~c bit~ fhould paC., 
is, that if it pojs, the clergy · arc dtjinus t1 
br.ve it mfldt gtntral. 

This feems ~o be the o_n~y equitable pro­
. pofition in the, e~u111r1, p~rfo,'s plea; though 
I hate been told, thaJ .hia brethren wifely 
hoee to defeat the bill, ·by ea.teodiog the be­

nefic 
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aefit of it to ALL the· people Gf E"t/QJU! 
But, 

I cannot beline, that aay· man lwittg·wm 
;diflikc a biU, bec:aufe he and his frieada aH 

to fbare the good dfoda of it, as ~ell u tbe 
people called ~llaltrs. 

Nor, will I imagine, that any fct « mea 
can be fo limple, as to he againft this aB: 
for the cafe of the Q.._uakers, on account of 
its being Co highly expedicat for every GDe' 

elfc. 

I am exceedingly dclit"'Us that it may be 
made .general; and that the Cmrmitt11 '.1 tb, 
flJhou b611fi may fec:ure not· only the Q!akcn. 
bat the whole people of E•/!Au froa ecdci· 
afiical oppredion. Yet, 

If it fhoald pafa coa6ncd to the Quaten 
only~ (which I am Cftldibly Wormed daas ,_.. 
plc do DOt defiret) . 

It lhall ncverthclc6 ban •J bCAI11 tOll• 
C11rrcoce. 

lecaof~, 'Wbtn • law It obtained of fO 
much good lC) oee part ~f ·~ fabj~&, lc wU1 

L2 be 
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be more eafy to procure the like relief for all' 
ahe reft; and, 

Aa boafc of cOu:unoos wUI have litis all: 
of indulgence to build upon, as the found.ttioa 
of uoi•cr(allibcrty. For this reafoa, 

We ought to favour the Q!!akers as the 
Jirft mwm ;, th1 ttlMft of Jibtrty; and notw.ith­
ftandi.ng the unhandfome and unwarrantable 
language which fomc of the clergy beftow upon 
this innocent people, 

I will fay what my experience of them 
can jufiify, (nor was~ with~ut a full know. 
ledge of them in the former part of my life;) 

They defcrve proteBion and indulgence as 
inuch as any part of his majefty's fubjcll:s: 

They are unquefiiooably attached to the 
fuccetlioo in his pr•tt}1a11t royal family, and 
zealobl in promoting the felicity of his reign ; 

They are naturally iotercfted in the liberties 
·of E11gla,ti, u a people whofe religion an have 
.PO other refuge : -. 

T·hey are unlverfally employed in trade 
-ocl induftry; they have the !malldk Dumber 

~ 

---, 
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or members either unprofitably rich, or mi­
ferably poor; and, they are the leaft to 1>4 
accofed of luxury., tDrrr~pti,,, or L A W • 
S l.T I T S of any fet of men i.n the kingdom. 

And, in jufike to their principles,, 

1 han ever thought their religion to be 
well deferving of to!]nteoan'e from a free and 
"'ife governmeD.t, i~, 

Ir tends to ellabli!ll 110 hierare'h-y, to mo­
nopolize no property, to invcfi no lands iD 
ufeleft or dangerous focietics, to form no i'ote• 
rect fepa.rate from the common good, to detac!. 
no part of the people froar MturaUDdafiry, nor 
to. enaa.ve aay other part bJ bigotry and blind. 
dependence. 

If rome ltttle fingularity ia their forms 
may occafion witlefs drollery oa their per­
tons, wife men wm excnfe them, from the­
good efFects even of their moft rigid- inflil. 
tUtions. For, 

By this means they prefe"e a modefty o( 
apparel amongft their people, which no Jr~mp­
tuar1 laws that have been made in Eng/anJ 
could produce amongft us; and, a purity of 
manners, which filews- oar rifwming jideties 

L 3 to. 
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to be as defpicable 11 they are ufclefs, or 
worfe. 

If they are defcribed, by thofe that do 
~ot know them, as jliff and ungraceful ia 
their deportment, fo far is it from being true, 
there are not any people in the world of 
more Bowing affability, more focial kindnefs, 
and eafy humaui1y than ltlany of the Qua­
kers, who are 1axed whh fiift'nefs of beha· 
\'iour by the priefthood; thopgh there is not 
a day of fuo-fhioe, but the t~tprtfi i11111g1 of 
a41 prit/i-croft may be feeo in St. J••ts'l 
Parl, cloathed in clnlrch·hlltil'tlt#, with that 
irif.letll grt111tm, and p,u·trll}i fi1'tMiity, which. 
would not lefs move the contempt of a Qua~er, 
than the indignation of a geatlcmaa. Laltly, 

lf the Qyk~rs are traduted, by a, defaming 
p_arfo,, as "~ l'lgarding tht:r d*ti11 11 G 0 D 
4IUl tbt K 1 N G, bccagf~ they will not yield 
tythe to the· clergy;. 

It may for the cooclufion of this dif­
~ourfe, be juftly obfernd io their fnour ; 
tbar, · 

1. As to their duty to almigbtJ G 0-D, · 

Not 



Not conceiving the clergy to have any right 
of maintenance from reawn or revelation. 
tbia people who do not pay it~ are jufiificd io. 
r:efufing it.. But, 

That the clergy, who whenever they id­
~inUler rbe gofpel by deputation, rarely sive 
their (ubfiicutc a better maintenance, than any 
gentleman gives to' a livery ftrtJaiu, · 

Sbou1J tax the laity, and encumber the 
land, to be maintained in the luxury of l9rds, 
and tbe pl"idc of fovereign princes: or, 

. Should, in the iollance of every ""!!'? 
,.,.fo,, think it rcafooab1e to d~mand in re· 
eompincc for the (r.rl of fot,tl!, five tililcs,- nay 
lrequently ten times, as much as ·any parfon 
alive will P•1 their u~rat• for difchargiog the 

• OBicc in bit !lead ; 

Ts fuch a contradilliort, fo fun· of enormity 
and impofiore,' · as gives not only every 
~aker, bnt every man caufe to conclude, 

,that all 6f the profc1Jion atk more th'n any of 
them .defene, by _their own rule of payiog 
t!iY/s. wg11. And, 

a. AJ to the~ duty ~o tho K IN o, 

L+ the 
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The Q!!akers never were quefiioned, til) 
they were rcftcflcd on by this cou11try par:fo,, 
whofe loyalty perhaps wants a better argumcnt9 

to convince the world of its jinuri11, than tbi$ 
i111modm1lt zeal for tyth1 : 

A perfoa •, ot whom it may be fairly faict, 
becaufe it is notorioufiy true,. 

That he had fo far abandoned the obli­
~tioQ of his oaths, as to have no method 
of making the world fufpel!l: him of ortiina'1 
olltgionu, but by the moLt prDjlilult comp/t-

\ o'l'lm: aodl that he was a JACOBITE 
ilt atl men's opinion.. till, 111 t.be lowell: illl­

plement and ~)loa offiCious advocate of c•r­
r:uption, be fuew.ed the: H'hi;gr,_ that, fervilc 
b~ nature, i.nd Yeoal by profeffion, he could 
be the S LA V E · of their power, thoug,h 
incapable of becoming a profelyte to thei'r 
principlc:s of li.be~;ty i. and that, ~ could 
be recon.ei.led. to the: ptnjo11r Q{ the coqrt~ 
though not -tQ the: title of a. pr•tfllawt. 
{uccc.II'or. 

From fuch a man, fuch a charge of "". 
ltgartlit~g d11ti11 to G 0 D· and the K· IN G~ 

• The ellaral\er e( Dr •. Sltr~~l, thea blfhop of 
lt~lifoNf'J, late of L••''"• . 

o.uebt 
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ng!lt t~ be coofidered as pare defimariol!lll 
on the Q!ak~rs. proce~ding from mal~vo-­
leace to~~ rights of aU mankind\ 

It can make ao imprdlo-.. to- \licit eli&; 
ad\'antage; 

ADd tberel'Drt 1 lanablJ llop,. t'Hfl tJ;, 
lli/J ,140 p_afs. 
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SERMON 

Preached before &he Hoaoarable . . 

Houle of -CoMMONS., 
f I • • ~ • ., ' I . , • · • • • ., 

. . . 

.Being an Anni~ s E ~~aN, . . 
for the DAY. . · • 

!}' "f!!~~IAM S!f'EPHENS, B .. D: 
Reaar· oT SiiJi,. in 811rry. · • .~ 

,· ·. 

· : --~ · From a Copy correCted by the Author. 
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Advertifemeill~ 
I . .., •, -~ . 

N. B. 'f. he Hbi~o~Wahl8. 'AuJilory before· ' 
lrhom the following fermon was preached,. 
~aving eXP,refi'ed their miffike, . I never· 
defigned·. tO ·have. bad: .it: .plinttd : but 
fince it . is il:olen uncorrectly into the· 
world, without my privity, I hope it· 
will nOt:~be: impu~.f: u ·a. crime, tbat..i 
1111end the '"41(1 9f t~ p~e{s. 

• • .. . l 

........... 
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P· R· E ·A· C·· H ·E· R. 
. . . ~ . . 

.. 

S I N C E the p,.;,,,. informed me, that lJe. 
will' m1ke a fec:ood· .impre~D of: you 

{~Ql~-, I. d\Ought it might be lit ·to olf'cr you 
fome fathfaEHoo fo~ erinting it without ~ur.: 
c.oofeot. For although I was told, that you 
were obfiinate in rcfufiog to print it, yet ~ 
lbought it might be ufeful: to the public, aocl 
Do ways dUfcrviccablc to yoa- to pubWh it. 

W.herefore, balling. gouea •· copy. I gaYO it. 
1o a printer, only wlth this charge~ that ho 
fhould mak.e tho. imprefiioa as cheap . as bct: 
could. for as. I obferved, that the preaching of· 
k made )IOU. fomc enemies, fo..I coach1ded•tha• 
the printing of it might gain you fome friends J.. 
kaufe the mifreprefcotatioos. whieh were 
)i'MD abroa4 g)DWDi.P&. it 'WOuld .vau.Ub .. away.. 
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And u to the rtJWii• which was made 
.apoo· yoa by a fupPc»idou derpaa, I ap· 
peal to my Lord ArchbUhop of C•llftrW,, i£ 
be 4i4 aot receive )atisfa~oa ~9!n a !~rthy 
mcmber « parliameot, being a mao of ao­
fpotted n:pata~, . t¥t ~'. objeBed agaioft 
yoa bf the rtjlt!ler u to your Bying from a 

fifa~~~ed ~~~Oil~•; w,- ~b~! fa/!! aocJ 
ttlrUUIIIIUo 

. SIR, 

1 fPi/111• wt/J, and am Jlllfl, icc. . . 



T l T 'U S IU, •· • 
P1!1 ~~- (11 ,_,;.,.J tfl ft jUhj~tt to print;pa/i~ili 

'!"~ fJttWws, tfl ollty m4fiflra11f1 11ni tl H_ 
t'tafi! ,, iimy z•od wlrl. . 

T O andcrRand the reafoa of thit, and 
f~h· ~ke · admo~i~os, which f~­
.queo.dy occur in· the apoftlc's writ­

ings, two things may be Pr-emifed : 
1. That about the tlme of oar Saviour 

Chriil, there aroa one 'jr~,tltu -of Galiltt (wbe 
it mcn.tioaecl .Mis Yt 37•) prcaeb'rD, feditioal 
dotlriQes to the people, and teaching, (as Sto' 
,,,., in his tomment oD 'my t~xt o~feries1) 
Tbat they ought to own ao Sovereign Prince; 
bat God alone : and if they paid their tyt~~ 
to the_,prieft, ther ..ftre difc:hargcd from paying 
tribute to the emperor •. And upon t)lis ac· 
count it was (as St .• Jmm believed) tha~ the'· 
lllarij11s alked our Saviour that captlous ·que.· 
ftion, Is it Ja~Jt~l 11 giv1 tr!bine t• CII!Jt~r~ or~~ r. 
Mauh. :x.x.ii. 17. Now to this .accou~t 411~· 
jlll[llls Nicmt~s acids, that the follqwers of tltis 
juit11 were v~ry numerous, .and caJ,lcd .byt~ 

• In the firft edition o( thi• volume; I had the' 
mis.Cortune of printing the fflllo~ing difcourfe frQm 
a very incorreB: copy J bat this is print~d from the J 
.... qd , .... 4:IJ!p'J of tbc aa&bor. . ' 

. ·~ 
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umc of C?•liuan~, .and com~onlll~ked upott­
at men ilt af'c:fied to the ·RI111ali government; 
prticularly, becaufe, ~hen tliCf oft"e~c.d· faai. 
&e, they refufed to make. fu&plication for the 
emperor and· peopfe of RoiiU ;, upon which 
account lt· i1 tbought that Pilatt, the R.mnlnl 
dcpu~: of· JF~' ct11111 upt• lbtltl wiJi/jl t~ 
'WWI focrifoing, a'I!IL putting. tb~m. ~~ tb1 fwwtl, 
mU.gud tb1ir 11/HII.-w#h tbt ~ '.fdn.focrijius;.. 
u you may read, LM11 ~· 1.. . · 

Aad from hence it was, that our Saviout"" 
C';:brift and his difciples were fufpcfied Of fa • 
.,ouriJJg feditious dofirir:aes, bec:aufe they came: 
-out of. Galih1, u is QbfU'fed, ~y. S.t. ~lwy.ftlllm,. 
iD. . bis· ~wenty~third INmiiJ ,. tbt R1111t1111s,. 
"'herein be faith, that great rej)Orts were.fp.rcad· 
~road, as if the dlfciples ware a faCtious,. 
Ccditious people, and ·ddigning againft the­
gove~nmen.t. It muft alfo be confelfed, tbat1 
Qlanyoi tho 1nut, 'wb.o w~ CDPYcrtccLto..&he: 
~hr!fiian' faith, w~e . .Dqt &.fticieatlJ'. refpeafu1. 
1e the higher powers which.God's proYidcnce: 
had fet over.them.: for. which Mr. am,;,. gives. 
this.rcafon, Sia~e tbe powers that were then in\ 
~.iog oppofed th.e~fcl:rcs to our.Sariour.ChrUt ... 
they thought them unworthY. ·of rcfp;ea. and. 
fumour. 

Now.. what huh, hec~· fai.d: coecor.oiDg.. the~ 
C:alilu.• Ffua1loo,. Jhc.wa,. ·&be. ~Do-whf th&. . .,a.. 
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~fHes do fo frequently in their Jetten dire£! 
tbe chrillian churches to loyalty, or a due 
fltbmi.aioo to magiftrates. 

I. To clear themfelves from the falfe and 
fcandalous imputation of having hnbibcd the 
dollrioc of ]11dtzs the Gt~liltaw. And, 

2. To undeceive all tbofe that had beeo 
perverted by that fc:Cntious doClrine. . . 

II. The fccond thing 1 would premiCe, is. 
That about the time when St. Paul wrote this 
epillle, the people of Crttl {which was '1it111 
his di'ocefs) were uaruJy and mutinous. Grl­
tiul fays, that they were always a fatlious 
people; and for that reafon St. Pa11l wrote to 
Cfitul, their biJhop, to ~"' tbtm in millll to ,,. 
foiJjt!t 11 primip.litiil 11ntl Joflltrt, t1 •"'t 11111zj• 
jlra111, 1111tl t1 l1 rlfltiJ 11 """ gHtl wrl. 

I. I thall take occafion from heac:e, Flrfl<, 
To make a juft comment upon tlle tat. 

II. To fet forth the reafons aocl poaodt 
upon which the apoates founded their doarloo 
of obedicace to c:lvil. magiAfatc:s. And, 

III. To apptr 'thefe rearons in tonjunBioll· 
with the. occafl.on of this day't humUiation. And· . . ,· . . .. 

J. 
\,,· -. 
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I. Firft, It may be obfcrvedt that St. Pnl 

does not direA Tit11s to teach the dochine of 
civil obedience as a new thing, but only to 
refrefh their memories therewith, t• put th1111 
;~ mi11ti, &c. For men cannot be fuppofed 
ignorant of ·the abfolute neceBity of- govern­
ment, to the defence and fupport of fociety ; 
~hich were, in effeCl', to fu_ppofe, that 'twcre 
better to lead the Jives of- beans than men, 
.and that the world were willing 'to lie u~der 
the contioaal c~amity of war aqd opprefiion, 
filled only with a rout of fools and madmen. 
'Twere to fuppofe every finglc perfon williog 
tp expofe himfelf . to the uncontrolled world, 
and bid defiance 'to the unbounded power, 
rase, and malic~ of manki~~r We cannot but 
fcc ourfelves _linked toget ~er. by common wants· 
ioto public focieties, and that tbefe focieties 
cannot 'ru~fift, unlefs t~ey arc upheld bj the 
power of government, wbofe wifdom ·_ and . 
jp1U~e mu~ appear by a due admioiftration of 
good la~s:. ~cl froui hence w~ canoo~ but f~ 
a necefiity of pri11cipa/itits fllld pow,;.s, of fupe­
J'tor and Inferior · m•gfllratls, without whom 
laws can be neither made nor executed. From 
whence· 'tis very vifible, that fubjec!lion to a 
IJPOd gpvern~cQt ia ·~ much oqr lntereft as it 
~ our duty. This ~as. cvidept to the Pytba­
llriiiM fell: of old, who would not fuJFcr the 
bloocl of auy creature to be ~.for their ufe, 

· but 
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but yet allowed the fword of the magillrate to 
cut olf malefaa:ors. 

The fqllowing wotds io'my text, a~, p,;,.. 
ripalities and Powers. Now the word in tho 
original fignifyiog fomething which is prime 
and principal, mull denote the fuprcme efta­
blilhed power, from whence inferior. authorl• 
ties are derived~ and is the fam~ with thCI 
hgher powers m~ntiooed Rom, :x..iii. 1. But 
becaufe St. Pan/ fpeaks of printipa/itits and 
/JfJWtrs 1n the plural number, 'tis li){ely that he 
alludes to the difiinetion (which was fo com· 
moo among the Roma•JJ of the, greater and 
lcfiCr powers, the formtr of which, daring the 
commo.nweahh, were t~e coQfuJ,, pretora, and 
ce11fors; all whi~ powcri,. ill St, /fa,.ra time. 

. were veiled in. the emperor, and awde up the 
imperial dignity. The lelfer · powera were all 
tbofe deri~d fr~ hepce, a~ wue.fubordioate 
Jr.crcup.ro. Ao4 this dilli&aioo wu fO nicely 
obfer~d aspqog t~ ~lfft t~a.t 'J•li•s Ctii}'D 
punilb!:d a tribq~ becaqfe. b, fa.fti:llCG bhufc;lf 

to be ftUcd one: of the higher ~era. '""'•· 

Bot in the tat it moft be obCcmd, that oar 
9hedieocc becomes dae, not only to the fo­
tremc, but inferior authorities 5 for tllc Crll•tiJ• 
to whom TiJ111 prc~hed tke. pfpd,· were part o( 
a R1ma11 prorince, governccl by iofcrior officer,. 
depatecl from R.,,.,, who were the masifirata 

' lhCJ 
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tbey were exhorted to obey. For though tbe­
fuperior and inferior powers differ greatly, if 
compared among themfelves; yet, with refpefi ·. 
to the fabje8s obedience, they are to be re­
garded alike ; fo that we cannot wilfully dif. 
obey the inferior, without affronting the fo­
Yereign authority. If then the Crttans would 
obey the emperor, it mull: be by fubmi.ffion to 
the ordinances and officers which he had ap· 
pointed to their i.Qand ; and if they behaved 
themfelves fuitably to thefe magiA:rates, they 
dii'charged their duty to the imperial power 
which deputed them.,_ .. 

W c fee that a farge famiTy cannot be go-o 
9crned by the perfonal prefence of the mafler, 
SDtteh left can an empire; fo that there will bet 
aced to call in to the priace's aaiflancc, fudt 
perfoos into whom he may diffufe fome meafurcr 
ef his political foul, and thereby unite them •• 
111emben to bit own body politic J wbereupoD 
they arc to be treated as the hands, arms ancf 

. eyes of-majefty t and hence titus 'admonHbecf 
tl:aem, Dot only to H fuhjnl tl pri~~tipalititt a1111 
#"1Wn'S1 but 11 UIJ ll'lflgijlratls, . 

JI. The fccond thing I propofed to fpeak 
to. were the reafons upoa which the apoA:fet 
arounded their doarine of cifil obedience J I 

which •re two r · 

The 
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The one is given by St. Paul, who teaches,. 
That, "'"' foul jh;u/d ht fuhjttl ta tht hightr 
P'"Jit's, becaufc tbt magijlrat1 is the min!Jitr if 
(),d to us for good, Rom. xHi. J, 4• 

The fecond l'eafoa is given by St. Ptttr, 
· 111'z. bccaufe Jall goveramcnts and governors 

.do Jarlfe from our owu confent, S11hmit JIIIT• 

jtl'flts (faith the apofile) 14 nJiry ordinall&l '.{ -
man,. fir .the Lord's folt, wh1t~r it."' t1 tiM 
linz 11s f~~trt~n~, &c. Wberc note, That the 
king is .called the ordinance, or creature of 
.man, becaufe the foverclgn po:wer ltfelf is 
velled in men, according to human compaa : 
and froqs hence our {ubje8ion is urged by the 

. apoftJe .St. Pf.lu:, in his firjl Epijile, jmnd 
~lxlpter, tmji 13 •. 

I. To begin with St. Pours argument, who 
.calls magUlracy a divine ordinance, becaure of 
the excellent ufe of it, whereby good magi· 
flrates refemble the divine power, wifdom and 
goodnefs, in fecuring to all men their rights 
and propertieG 1 in prcferviog the peace, health 
and {afety of focieties, both with· rd'p~ CG 
body and foul. Bu.t to be more particular. 

J, 'Iht prtfirflati•n if pr.ptrt, was tht fir.JI 
}Jmtjit for which mag!flr«~ ~as dlft.gntd. Now 
property is originally attained by the labo.ur of 
"'thet body or mind; for fuppofing the earth 

- ~ 
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to have been commoo to its firft inhabitants, 
it wUl follow that whoever took the pains to 
cultivate any part of it, and lay up necefWy 
ftores for his ufe, had by this his- indll1try 
made himfelf the true proprietor thereof. 
ADd could we fuppofe this new proprietor to 
be as well guarded,. as that man we read of in 
the Gofpel, wbt was wtl/ armtd, 1111tl ltpt his 
· ,.,." •llllt•llll ;, llatt, yet it may Jikewife bo 
fdppofed, (as it there follows) thtlt if a}lrt11gw 
tHII IJI jM/1 """ .,, him, ht will talt Jr•111 
him all his .,.,,. wbtrti" bt tr'!fltd, and tliflitlt 
his j;dils. And this uncertain condition of 
JH'Opctty lbcwt the reafon of men's uniting 
into fodeties, and fetting up forms of govern­
meat, which is for mutual defence and prefer­
vation of property : and that, not only for the 
benefit of the .,reCent poffclfors, but of future 
generations. So that, what becomes a man's 
own, either by labour, gift or purchafe, ~J 
with fafety be enjoyed by himfelf, and alfo 
conveyed down to his pofierity. 

2. Life and liiribs are 'on'rs by the gift of 
God. And thefe properties arc liable to bo 
ilmcted and deftroyed :' though· they cannot 

· (like other goods) be transferred to the ufe of 
~be fpoller. And fince there 1.-· fo much 'nri· 
nee and malice, pride and tlrtle among man;. 
kind, what ill o!ices·may not one man appre­
hend &om another l ·But ·when dcdrofl'' .. c 

malice, 

l 
I 
i 
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malice, a fiend of hell, !hall transform ltfclf 
·'into an 11ngel of light, and perfuade men that 
they are then infpired with the fpirit of God, 
wheo they are poft"ell'ed by the ApDJI,,, the 
·great enemy and dcftroyer of" mankind, when 
under the pretence of religion ttfeJf, mea lhall 
.exert their lharpeft malice, not only agalllft 
the polfeBioos aocl Uberties, but againft the 
lives of one aaothcr ; how great need is theie 
of the magiftnres lnterp<Wog power. to diCarm 
them of their fpiritual as well as carnal weapons 
.of WJlrfare, to take away the J?all of conteotloa 
fro• among t.heiD, and the power of ml·dolaa 
from aD contending parties l And, 

3· In this the magiftrate is God's minit\er 
to us for good, not only with refpea to the 
prefcrvation of our liberties and Jiyes from de­
ftrall:ion, but of oar fouls from fin J for whilft 
this juft liberty, thiJ natural right of worlhip­
piog Gocl, according to that koowledse be 
hath given .us, is fupported by law, no man is 
forced into hypocritical complianees, contrary -
to the diretlioo of his ~nfcieoce, but nery one 
may wodbip the One True God in finglenefa 
of heart ; whereas oo the other hand, if io 
matters of rcllgio~ force be fafrered to take 
the place, t1l reafoo, all religions will be alike, 
and (u colours iD tbe dar~) udiftioguUbablc. 

A ad 
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And although the magiftrate can bedow .0 
c!iviae grace apoa tho fouli of men, yet whilt 
by punilbiog vice, immoral prallices are rc. 
4\rained, he preveats the over8owiag of fin io 
a land. And if ccafing to . do evil, be OGC 

Dep towards learning to do weU, whilft the 
civil powers re.Rraio as from immoralities, they 
turn us o~t of t\le broad way of perdition into 
.the paths of ~ghteoW.efs ~od peace. 

From hence th~n it appears, tlJat thty who art 
, wanting in tb1Ir fu~C,i.ffion and ~Jlijlanu to th1 
. tifJil miniflr1 if God, a'rl fa!ft ti their OWII 

i11t1rl}l, as well ,as . that" D/ their pojlni11• 
Whereas on the other hand, he who is reac!}r 

. to every gwl worl which m.ay fupport this 
divine minifiry' 10 us· for good," will be fure, 
:ln the performance of bls ~uty, to find his 
accouqt. 

· Let us then take a view of our goOds and 
. chattels, houfes and lands, wives and children ; 
·let us confider the bleffing• of health, fafcty 
·and liberty : let us think bow to prefeive our 1 

'liver from dcfiruClion, our fouls from fm: ) 
whether we cat or drink, or fieep or wake, 
or whatever we do with comfort or fafety, 
we hereby difcover our continual obligation to : 

·the good magiftrates care over as, :whereby J• 
we are P.! ;, mind 11 h .fobjtO, . Brc:. . 

· LT~ 
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2. The other reafon of fubmltlion given by 
St. Peter is, bmJuft all gooernments and gooernors 
11riji .fr•m th1 peoples cot~ftnt. · They are the or­
dinances and appointments of men,_ the crea­
tures of human compaa. For we do not find 
that God did appoint any firm 11' political gDOern­
mmt fw a pattern tfl bt followed by an1 foriety 
ntJW in !Jting upon tht tarth. We fee no fuch 
rule in the book of nature ; nor do we read in 
fcripture of any particular polity prefcribed to 

all, ·or any people, now imbodied in the world • 
. ~ e read there, that all go1'ernments aod go­
~eroors are appointed by God's providence, B1 
rttt ling~ ,.,;,,, &c. But we lind no particular 
adminifiration, no particular family, or fiogle 
perfon, now in being, ordained to government 
by divine precept : but each magifirate. an<l 
magifiracy is left to the ordinance and appoint-

• ment of tbofe men who hnc joiaed themfelves 
tegether in foeiety. 

· . The great variety we fee in civil government, 
thews, that they are all the' tffitrs of huliitm cltl­
trioance, •nd juittd ttJ the froeral illter¢s lj' tlil 
rifPttriot fcitties: thus the ancient charter of 
the neighbouring city •, containing all thofc ufe­
ful and. necetrary powers, by whic;h fo great a 
body is governed, Was it not t~e wife contri· 
vance of their ancefiors ? And did it not re­
ceive its efi.ablHhmcnt fro~ the principalities 

V 0 L. II. M · and 

LD•"'"• 
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llnd powers of the realm ? the great charter of 
the realm itfelf is no more than the wi'"e ordi­
nance of our forefathers : and the dates of its 
royal confi•mations are llill remaining among 
us~ And as feveral fmaller focieties have their 
free culloms dUlinfi from one another; fo io 
diifcrcnt nations there are various lodgments, 
even of the fovereign power, which appear to 
be the effeCts of free-will ; becau(e in every 

. rational government, fomething may be ob­
fcrved which ~ fecnliar and ditlinguifhing. 

Furthermore, ·have we not fc:en the forms of 
government, even in the "fame nations changed 
from what they formerly had been 1 as in 
Su·td,, Frtmu, and Drnmarl. And have not 
our eyes beheld of late years, the legal form of 
the Enzli/h mooarchy degenerated into tyranny, 
and again recovered, through God's bldliog, 
together with the courage and coodua of. 
the mao of his own right band, who by re­
floring our ancient liberties, juRJy recom. 
mended bimfelf to the imperial crown of this 
. realm by the free confcnt of the people ? 

Nor was it otherwife of old, when MD.fis 
was by meeknefs and miracle recommended of 
God to be the father of hill country. For tho• 
by a divine power he wrought out lfratfs de­
liverance from Eopt by condull:iog them into 
th~ wlldernefs, yet there was no form of go-

vernment 

! 
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~rument efiab.Hthed ·among the tribes ·tilt Jtthr• 
made a 'Vilit to his fon·in-law Mifts, to wboft 
COII'nfd it wu owing that a found polity was i:t 
up in the land of Ifratl. For inRead oi the 
whole burden of the government lyins upoa 
Mofis, which Jethrll told him was n11t guda 
he diretls him to pr()f)idt. flllt sf all th1 ptqp'k, 
t~'lllt mtn, foch ils /it.r G~rlo m1n lj' tr'll:h, but:n6 
ClnJdllll"llji, tmfJ p.1aCI juch rutr thtm lfl l11 ruUrl 
·tNir tholl.JIQ .. ds, r11!1rs '.[ hundrtds, ruins '.{ fil­
UIS .,, rulm •f IM.i; ana ut thtm jt.ldgt Jhl 

ft•pl• at all fiafon~. And it jhall bt (Caitb ]nhr1) 
thllt lfJerygrtf.lt mlllttr thtJ ,/haJJ /Jring lllllfl th11, 
Nit "'"J [•all matter thiJJhall judgt, Exo4. X.Yiii. 
-,·;, .~;u, 22. Thus the burdea of the civil 
government Jhould Ut eafy upon the jOVer.nGrs, 
and the people Olould receive a quick difpatcla 
Qf their affairs. 

Mojis {as you read) follows this advke, and 
joins him'fclf with the tribes of /frad in the 
choice of perfons fit for this adminiLlration, as 
wm appear by comparing the 25th vcrfc o£ 
the for~citcd chapter with the 6rft chapter of 
DtllltrflnflmJ• ID the former YCrfe we read that 
Mll}is ,!J,fl ~ab/1 "'"' t111t if lfraei anti matle thtllt 

beads fi'IJtr lhe p111pil~ But the latter place fhewa 
that the people~s confcnt was had in the elec­
tion of thefe officers. For fo Mt1Jis repeats the 
circumft:ances of th•t aeUon, Dt~ll. l. 9, ~t. 
And I ,htd.t fUltl ,.,. ., tbru tirm !•1iw1, I .,. 

'· . M a rut 



144 '!'be Pillars Q,{ Pa.usTCR.Ar'l' 

,,, '"' II IJtar ''" "'1Pif auu, &c. '-lt , 
tbwtfort wifi m1n tJU flfltltr;/ltJPiding, a•tllflftllll 
.,,,, 'JIIIr triJu, ••d I will mtJlt tiHm rllltrs 
ftJW you, From hence it appears. 

1. That the old coDfiitotion of lfratf• 
government, w.u 'the contrivance of Jtthr• an 
Htatb111, and the magUirates who were in the 
adminifiration were chofen by the joint confent 
of MDjis, and the people. And, 

2. That no one perfon, though never Co 
' able, fo wife, and valiant as Mofis, is fufficieni 

to govern a nation without the advice and joint 
affitlance of inferior magifirates. Much Jefs 
!uch a mao who hath no pretence to the fpirit 
and character of this divine Jegifiator. 

It has been thought by fome, that a great 
~ueror might form. a civil government in a 
conquer'd nation, without the coofent of the­
people by the fole power of his own will. 
And fuppofe it were fo, then that government, 
would be an human ordinance, becaufe the 
conqueror is but a mao. But I deny it to be 
poffible for any conqueror, though never fo 
great, to make himfelf a king over·any people 
without their confent. For to let pafs what 
our hifiories tell us of the capitulations which 
followed the refpective conquefi of the Saxrms, 
Dt~nts, and Ntnmr.ms, before 'they erected any 

· form 
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form of government in thia land. Let us fup­
pofe that a great general, with a powerful 
foreign army, fuould fo far over-run a nation 
tbat the people thereof could not be able to 
make any con fiderable rcfifiance ; in fuch -a 
cafe the relations of lord and jla'Ut are aCl:ually 
introduced by the conqueft. The conquerors 
are lords and the natives jlavts: but then this 
ftate is a fiate of war ftill, but no political or 
civil confiitutioo. The abfolute lord and his 
j/av1 arc as yet, upon no civil terms with one 
another, no obligations have as yet paffed be­
tween them, but they are both left to their 
own wills ; and if the lord may take away the 
llfe of his flave, the llave is under no obligatioll 
of dealing otherwite with his lord. So that if 
rbis great general intends to rule in peace over 
tbe conquer'd people he will find himfelf coo-
11:rained to enter into fome terms of compact 
with them, upon which they arc willing to 
accept him for the head of their government, 
and oblige themfelves to obey him. But put 
the cafe tha~ a nation, to avoid pre(ent de­
JlruClioo, would confeot t() make themfelves 
legal flaves, this can no more oblige them than 
an honeft man is bound to keep promife with a 
batbarous hiahwayman; for ini'luity cannot be 
eftablilhed by a law, much lefs can it biPd 
pofterity, of whofe Uvea and liberties they had • 
no right to difpofe. And confequcntly, they 

M 3 may 
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J.ufily rellore tbemfelves to a ftate of .freedom~ 
whenever they are able. 

And if a mighty conqueror canoot attain a. 
dvil power over a conquer'd people without 
their coofent, how (half be obtain it over hir 
o-wn conquering nation, without their fr~c 

concurrence ? Did this viltorious .people leave 
lbeir na.tive countr.y, with all the liberties they 
cDjoyed therein, to follow their chitf into a 
{oreigu lan.d .. wherein they hoped to find . a 
better fettlem~nt for the.mfdves and pollerity a 
would they indulie all the hardlhips of war, 
:tnd by their fweat and blood parchafe an in­
we cooq,ucft that they might be Eedu.ced to. 
'he mifetable condid.oo of the cooq,uer'd pcoplel 
that is, to become flaves to their general. 1 
allow, that this chief may by the help of hi&. 
Qwn people, mak.e himfc:lf owned by the coo-

. 'luered upon adVlUltagcous 'terms. But bJ 
what invilibie power lhall he gain to be (I will 
•ot fay abfohlte maller but ev~n) the ci.vil head 
gver his new fettled colony ? It can· be nothins 
elfe but their own free coofent which can invclt 
l'lim with a political headfhip over them. 
And then, how great reafon have they to pay 
a due fubmiffioo to that ordinance which them­
(elves have made, and to fubmit to priocipalitic.s 

.11nd powers which were their own appointmcJtt, 
•nd for their own beae61 t 
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III. Having thus fc:t forth the apoRolical 

grounds of civil obedience, 1 crave leave to 
make fome improvement of them: fir.fi by way 
of general applicatil.ln, for to infift on tbe difmal 
e.ffeas of this day's tragedy (with whkb yoa 
have bet:n annually acquainted all your lives) 
would be fuperftuous labour. And therefore f 
fb,all rat~cr endeavour tfl 'ifir jim1 ca11ti~"' 

f~!huh ma1 prohahly pr1v11lt th1 /.l1 mif.hiifs for. 
~h• f•:urt, But,. 

rjl. The apoftolical reafoas of obedie~tt 
being duly confidered, may ftrvc to allay the 
fears and Jealou1ies of fome good men, who 
hAve. conceived, that a national government 
bath. not fo blre a foundation u is neceffary, i£ 
it be enly bottomed upon human compaa·: 
becaufe mens minds being fubjea' to· freq!Jent 
alterations, all governments will, a.s they think, 
be very unlleady. · 

And it mull be ,acknowledged, that in all 
dubious matters, wherein the judgment cannot 
IOIDC· to a· determination, the minds of men 
will be uofettled. So likewife in fmalltr mat• 
ten, fcarce · worthy of ferious deliberation; 
men will aa difFerently. Nay, in mattefS of 
moment, rome men may fufFer themfelvcs to be' 
carried away by unaccountable capricio's: but 
}'Ct· DOne of tbefc things can any ways endanger 
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a confiitutioo fettled upon the f9undadons 
before mentioned. 

Firjl, Becaufe a good govt>rnment is a matter 
of fo nece!fary importance, that no man in his 
wits can doubt, whether he lhall concur to its 
fupport or not. And 

Srmully, 'The cDmpafl !Jy wh."ch all gwermJrs 
t~··t introti11ud, is I'Utrrnort fo!tmn ·and tielihtrflfl; 

t~"tl otterultd wi:h the jlrr;,.,gtjl 'J' to tht fovertign 
P'Wtr h] u·bi.-h 'tis pojfib/e J•r a man 11 ratift 
tht foltrnrt ohligatins ht hns carttraned. For fuch 
a bond is, Tht oath if the Lord; by which the 
allegiance of the fubject is confirmed. And if 
a deliberate compaa, freely entered into, upon 
the wifefl and ftrongeft motives of advantage. 
fon.firmed by fo)emn oaths and promifes, ~ 
not a fufficient eftablifhment, 'ds hard to fay 
what iduch. .And notwithftanding fomc men 
may fufFer themfelves to be carried away frOIIl 
a ufeful and nece!fary eftablifhment, by rea­
~niogs contrary to the general ftream · of a 
aatioo, ir cannot be prefumed that the number 
aod abilities of fuch men will ever be fofficlala 
eo unhinge aoy tolerable admioiftratioo of a 
government thus efiablithed. • 

Indeed, nothing but an ab{olatc nw:eJlity, 
and fuch -as is vi.lible in an extraordinary man-. 
uer, w.jll be etreCkual to work a thaoge in aDJ. 

fettled 
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fe.ttled conllitution, fuch an one, as renders 
mankind fully fatisfied, widioui: the lea·fr re-· 
mamingfcruple, that the government then in 

. being, is not the ordinan'e of God to- them.· 
for good. • 

2.. From what hath been {aid it a]fo appears, 
~hat 111 man's prltmu tiJ tht tn~mhtrjhip if any 
purt apo/Mic church, can tJtctift, much ltfi war­
rant his dffo.lfilllflll tD that gwtrntiu'nt which 
Got/'s pr1vidcnct 1111ti man's confmt hawt fit ot)(r a 
ptDf"k fi" their goad. 

I fpeak this to take away that fcandal which 
fome have endeavoured to fi:x upon the church 
'.1 E11glanri; as if the had laid any obligation 
upon her fons, in oppofition to the prefent' 
conLl:itution : whereas the contrary truth is felf­
evident. For does not our church, in her jixth 
articlt, receive all the books of the NewTefia­
ment, as they are commonly received, and ac­
count them canonical ? Is not my text part of 
that canon ? And are not all our bilhops and 
clergy thereby obliged, as much as 'Titus was, 
to put their hearers in mind of their fuhje&lion_ 
t1 prit~cipaliJits and powers? Or can we pretend 
to be members of an apollolical -church, if we 
carry ourfelves uofeemly toward fuch a govern­
ment, whofe adminlllratioa direaJy . tend& to 
our coKQmoo good, and was alfo ~or owo ordi-

. . M s JlaDce 
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napcc and appointment, which are the a~­
U~l. reafons of civil. obcdi~:occ.l 

l {peak not tbi•, as if by virtoe of the mi• 
Qifterial· f'unaion we could pretend to prefcribe 
!Qrms of civil government to nations, to de•. 
l!ei'.IPiat: t}le, r:tg~lia of P,rillc.es,, or the fabordj­
ll~fe powc.:s of ipferior: magi_ftrateJ. Y'h16DDI· 
-f: G•tl dpes_ Q9t f~rni(h us with, abilities for. 
tl}is wor~, . mucll. lefs req¥1r~ i' of ue. . It ia­
jQin' at to rqake. ~ace aQtong. our neighboau, 

· by endeavouring to incline mens minds to a. 
jeaceable temper ; but it does not enable us ro 
j!Wge the Jan point of lcg~l right whkh is in 
CQntrover!y. bc~e•. them_. much lcfs dGCS. it. 
t~h. a._, to. determine tbe rlgbcs, titles or. 
ppwer.a of priuces.a,od maginrates.; but y~ it. 
cQjoin,_ tU to p11t m111 in mind 11 Ill rtafl, t• l'fltrJ 

gt~.iWGrl,. which.may,co•:uriblUc to Juppprt '­
gpod gov.crnmezu. 

Thlrtllj, From the docMne ali'eady fet forth, 
in conjuotlton· whh the- misfortunes of that­
U;vercign prince whitb we arc th1s day calted· 
to rerq~~nbranc.e,. arifeth · anattcr of: caudoa. to· 
a.wo forts of p_eople .. 

Firjl, To all tbofe who have the honour. to. 
· ft•re the public admioifiration, that they make 

IP their equal care tbat the government which, 
~ profcnt.wa cnjoy1 may, be ~wav tlu mioV/'1• 

tf 
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tf'G,fll• iu f,: ''"· · Foi fach aa adminUlratioa 
applies the telLt in the moft feofible manner,. 
coovinclag every one that be ought· to be f~Mjlll· 
t1 lrill&ip.litils 11111J f*llers, t. ·oily rilfllij/rllkt,­
lllld 11 l1 rtlldJ 11 ftJtry gwi wurl~. 

lt· ii weH · koowa, that· the charictero( a:· 
good pdncc.il raifed fo high in the Holy Scrip-· 
fure; that fuch ·are called fitds filM lllrth; tOO 
admonUh them of that continual over Bowing • 
kindoea, that uaiverfal beneficence, that tender· 
aue and co~eni· fOr their· peopid ·welfare, 
which tbtir high. office requires. And· from: 
tke Scri'ptures we arc a~fo informed, that th'e· 
kind providence& of God are immediately coa.;. · 
vey~d to. men by his holy, angels, . who . are: 
therefore called mi11ij!rihg Jpirits, HebriWs. i: '4•. 
and are moil. efp~cially.employed in works o£: 

. deliverance ... B.y.t~ir means LoJ was-delivered. 
cwt of S2d1m..,. Jfoat. from . the arm that was. 
ftrctched forth: to make. !Hm a facri&e, Ijr11J: 
'Yas.-.condu£ted. through .the. wil~ncfs- to Ca .. · 
naan, Eiijf!h deUvered from famine, and at lafl:, 
carried from. earth to heaven. RJ their .means. 
Danitl. was delivered . from the lions,. and the : 
t~ree .lfratlitls from.. the fiery furnace. Thcfc : 
w.ere the heralds· who firft . publHhcd. the re- . 
d,:mptioo of the world., by .our .. Savlour Jcfus" 
Chritt, who likewife delivered Ptw fram his. 
dlail:lS, Pauland .. Silas from thelt imprifeom~ot .. 

M 6 _ Whcuby_. 
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Whereby a patt•m is fee up to the mi,;flr1 o{ 
a. great and good priaee ; who arc bore~· di­
rta:ed to ·cultivate. Mid &doNI· tllat cWIMraac& 

whi.c:b their Gt-1s M-jlw. laatk wroaght out· 
for his people. 

Firjl. Br ·the · beiDg aWf,.agers 111d · pro­
moters of tbofe methode. which may b: cv~ 
hereafter fcan\e our liberties &OlD. ci11Jstt. of. 
rclapfc. ' 

See~ndly, By a dilisent avoiding of all. tbofc. 
methods by which th~ glorJ of former princes! 
has been eclipfed, and the hearts of their 
people alienated fro!Zl tlleJ.1l. 

The fubordinate minifl:ry is the vifiblc ma­
jefiy of the king, whereby he is made known 
to his people, and more efpecially in time of 
·peace ; ·for, though during a war, the perfonal· 
courage and conduit of a great prince is made 
very public, whilll his perfon is expofed to 
the view_ of multitudes; yet when peace fhaU· 
refiore him to a more private ftate of life, his 
perfonal endowments, though never fo illntlrious 
in themfelves, cannot become vifiblc to the 
body of a people, any other way than by the 

.confiant. care and condultl the great diligence 
an.d public fpirit of thofe to whom he hath 
cummltted the trufi of his people's welfare : 
The want Q[ this oecdl'ary ton<:erg for p.~Ji~· 

. gHI., 
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,gnd, did, in rome meafure, affif1 in bringing 
on that tragical fcene, which is this day com­
memorated. As 'tis commonly feen, that men 
in a private. condilion of life are. reduced to 
great Qliferks, by the mate' admirufiration of 
t\tofe to whom they had COD;lmi"tted their pri-
vate trufis. ' · 

aut when a puh/1; ,;,;.Jiry. fhall join together 
hearts and· hands, only to promote the public 
Wlal, without the loafi:· defign of warping the 
prituis fll'Uour toward11 any one party of mm, 
which like the light of the fun,_ an(\ breathings . 
of the air,_is defigned for common comfort and . 
refrelhment,. no.jealo.ufi'es, fears or di{affeClions 
can arife; 'twill then be impo11ible for the moll: . 
'W.iclted and -malicious to dill:urb the public 
pellet, but the king's throne will be iflablijhtd 
i11.righttDufot.fs, and the voice of the pe~p/t will 
be, 0 ling /ivefw lfJer. 

Sm11dly, A fec:ond caution affi:Cl:s all thofe 
~o are concerned for the !Jody of the people, 
that they let flip no opportunity wherein public 
ad'lJQntages are offered to them. The fupreme 
magill:rate is the greatefi: minijltr of God to 111 

for good: but God himfclf is not wont to en~ 
force his kindnefs upon us; but e;rpells our ow11 

concurrence for our own behoof: and when a gra­
cious prince fhall make it appear, both by 
111frds and falls, that he ttllllln baflt tmy ftparatr -

· . - inttr!JI 
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intmjl fr•m that if hil pt~pu ; when be fbew. 
bialfelf rNJJ II IWt'JfHd WlrK whi'h U if/mtutl 
Mtltfoial 11 his '"'II.; though his compliaocc.. 
thc:re.with mai be compli,atcd with fomc cit· 
mmO:anccs of felf-denial,. 'twowd be. a. matter 
of fad reBellion, if the ptt"'i' weo/. fbould DOt. 

be improved by the advantages which fo gNil. 
. tnr4 gr•aflfll •• intli•ati•n t~dmin!Jiers *"'' us. 

AA unanimous coafent in aoy matter of fnl/Jic. 
li.rfit will .c:ertaioly.. proair4. tt.. 2i hlt.w wbal , 
is.gHd fir ru, is. to.llltain it. . 

• There ii alfo one r.ute whiCh our Saviour · 
Cbrift has left with us, tending to the im­
provement of knowledge, which when reduced" 
to praffice, wilt (ofFer no man to be ignw1111t · 
Df what" is g~od tmd·f.!J 111 ~l .tknt; 'tis·onl1 to · 
c~rry 1 jlhgli tyt about us, . according to what 
ls-laid, Matth. vi; 22. 'Tht.light of·thl "'rr!.. iS": 
tlit IJI, if thtrtfort thint IJI lu .fin'glt~ thj wh1li 
Hd' jhfl0 1;, full ¢ light: if the eye of a man 
be- carrkd on , fing!y (without any . biaaiag 
afFcElion ). toward either p!Jblic or private good,. 
he. will .certainly difcovcr the good which he. 
looked' for. .Bot if in the feuch after p~blic 
w.eal, . any private...by:ends be aimed- at; if a. 
private love to oncfelvcs, or a . particular r~ 
fentmcot againft any pe'fi.ns or partits, fliall 
over-rule; if either the admiration or difefteem 
of others, lhall incline men to. refufe gctJd pr~r 
t~i,font~ or embrace fi'.[pi&i•us prDPJfals; if &OJ .. 

thio& 

1 
I 
I 

I 



aJ 0R.THOD.OXY j/JidttJ. 255 

tiling bc.Gdes a .finurt difzrt to prtmott th1 pt~ll­
lz&. wtal, lhall bear (way in a public to•ndl, ~~ 
no llrang~ thing if Jarlntfi ,filall be called light,. 
and lig.ht darlmifs •. 

It may alfo be obferved, that among!\ the 
many quali6~~:ations which have recommended 
our holy religion, no one has more forced it•· 
way among ferious and confidering men, than 
ill !Jnng fo admirallly adaptttl, to th1 happin'.[s '.f 
mankind, and thl good'.! foeittilt. 

Unbelievers have denied its mirael1s, and its 
waJJ.·rits have been dif.eated and derided by 
JCtptical and'pr.ifant mtn. Bot.the greatefl op­
pofers of the chrifiian. name,, can nehller. dony 
nor difpute the real, tendency of mttt'nifs, m•­
dtratitm, puntltJa/ juftiu, and univerfol good· will, 
to. make m~n live well one with another, doint. 
to others as•Wt·f()Dttlil b~vt th11n tD do to 111, and" 
loving our 'UtrJ tntmiis, leave no room either for 
P.rivate oppreiliQo, or public dUlarb.lDce.. The 
fp~rit of this relig_ion will not fuffer us to per­
petuate animo.lities, or. car.ry on fUfpicions too 
far: to think that men who have once been iil. 
the. wrong, ca.n ne.ver be c.onvinc.ed, never. re­
P,Cnt of their. errors : · 'twill fu.ffer no fufpicions 
t~ hinder from a due confideratil>n of any pro­
Jpfols ·in. behalf .of public g~otl, from whatc'fer 
quarter· they, may come.: where the.fingu 'I' is. 
t.Aas dirc.acd. in. & Llrait llile toward•· the public. 

l. ~a~, 
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weal, the whllt lmly '.[ Juth a mmcil will .,, 
fuR if light, whereby they will certainly dif­
cover the things which lul•nz t1 1ur pea". 
Thefe things can never ,be hid~ when a ··prince 
aod people arc thus in quell of them. 

God forbid therefore, T!Jat this da1 Df fo· 
limn b11miliatiDn fo•uld /11 mad1 uJi '.f 11 jlattlr 
prinm with n1ti1ns •{'arbitrary p~wer, hy drflfll­
ing any condufiDns [r11n the ancitnt g•vernmmt if 
G1d's · pecu!iar 'p~Dple, which may e~IDur fl'lNr 

1111itr11 tyrflrin1 •. 

God forbid I That the RDman· imperial 
power in the hands of Claudius or Ner•, 
~ould be owned as God's minitlry, uode( 
which the apofiles of Chrln CofFered martyr­
dom. To entertain people with the melan­
choly thoug~ts of fetters and chains, which 
when laid upon them by ill princes, yet they 
muft not endeavour to remove under penalty 
of etenial damnatio!l, tends only to exafpcrate 
human nature, and make way for fuch another 
day of humiliation as that we are now cele­
brating: which, may divine goodnefs, for ever 
prevent ! God forbid, that this day ihould be 
made ufe of to continue heats and animofities 

· • From the beginning. of this paragraph, to the 
er.d o( the fcrmon, there appears the mafterly hand 
or Mr. <Jr,.&INu-tl, tile agdaor'a friend, who wwr.. 
dlia fhining conclufion, 

8 among 
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.unong· us, which ought long .fince to have 
been buried in oblivion. Efpccially when the 
tragical fcene of this day, was not then the all' 
Qf thCJ whole nation; and few fpell:ators of it, 

· fcarc;e any aCtors in it, arc now remaining. 

But finco the c:ooditioo of the greatett mea 
upon earth is fubjec!t to futh fatal &atajlrophu, 
as tha.t was which this day brings to mind; I 
cannot but lament the unhappy fate of thole 
princes who are born in purple, and bred in 
luxury; encompaifed with flatterers, aild fo 
intoxicated with the gaudy orDaments of ,power, 
al· to forget the end for which tley were cle· 
tated, aad made gods upon earth. . They llttle 
imfider that this greatnefs is l'upported by the 
iohcrilloce of the ptleman, the hazard of the 
aercbaDt, and tke.fweat of the labourer 1 who 
reacHly contribute out of their {mall ftock to. 
fupport a government they themfelYes have fet 
up. Who are contented to part 'with their 
natural liberty to thofc who formerly (it may 
be) were their equals, for their common. sood 
and protcaiml ; which is the oaly cud of go• 
ternmcnt. A due re.8c6ioo hereon wOQld: 
make th@J firft of all ado;e the goodnefs of 
Pod whofe providence hath fo diftinguilbcct 
them, aod aliO Io10' and chcrHh that (ocicty 
of ~eos who hatb railed them to fo high a 
Jlatio~ and fu~ictcd tbeulYcs and tbcit 

fortunes, 
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fortunes, in a great meafure, to their dit­
eretion. Then the world would fee the bcft 
men in the higheR places, fenates in authority, 
magifirates in efieem, and the temple of virtue­
the only pafTage to that of honour. Am­
bition and corruption will be out of couote­
Hnce, and the world will·triumph in an un­
d-iAur.bed felicity. The prince wi:U be happy 
io t~e reverence and eA:eem of hfs people, ando 
•he people fafe in the generofity of rhe·prioce • 

. · All this and more we may ex pea from his­
majefiy's moft happy reign, who was not (like 
others) ourfed up in flattery, but tailed eariJ 
pf the cup of aJBiltion; that his greatoefs. 
might be owing to his ow.n coucase, •ir.tue 
and integtity, and not the u~mrtain gift· o£ 
{ortune. Wife by·natore, improved by early 
adverfity, and 'coofummated by long e,:perieoce 
in all the paths of greatnefs; a prince loved 
and obeyed by his own fubjeas, honoured 
by his allies, dreaded by his enemies, · aod will 
be admired by late po£lerity. 

Nor do I here iofift npoo his great perform:. 
ances in the art of war, in which other princes­
have had their fkare, and are often themfel\'e's' 
the ·wretched trophies, ePCtfled upoa the tears 
of miferable ·IJ'eo. But io-_his ewly years, to 

. aftore his natitc country; aad' lince that, 'the 
ibcrties of thNe mot pOtent natiool', are 

&Ioria 
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atorics peculiar to flimfeJf, and CIBDOt be 
equalled by the exploits of the moft renowned 
~hiefs, ehber of tlle JIJ!jrian, Gr~eia11, or Romr. 11 

monarchs And to confummate all the felicity 
that can happeD to mortal man, it hath. been a 
J&nicular honow rcfervcd by pro•idcnce f'>r 
him alone, that aa whercYer he fet his fool', 
Qa very Bed before him like a phaarom, fo ia 
b\s dominions and under his prote8ion, are 
almoG all the rcmaiaa of liberty now known ia 
the world. 

Not that I fpcak this, or any thing clfe 1 
have here faid, for your loformadoo, (for I 
know from what hrJtlo•ra~ll ajfiabl,. I ought to. 
receive loftru~lloo) but •• IDJ tot cUre&• 
•• for tour rcJMabraact .. 
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Non-rcfill:ance to the Higher Powers: 
With fome Relle£liona on the Refilbnc:e made to 
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ne following advertirement, prefixed to the 
original edition, is here preferved. 

Td E a: tl.,. If this Jifc••rfi h.s l11n atl!ihi.J ; .. 
ftJ• ,,;, that fo"'' 1•rJo11s !J,tb firnur) •~i l.ui.J, 

ha'lll 'W''" tithtr Ill,,,. ai1.111 bi•-tJ fo"·t·bi"',; 
( ht ta""ol <u.•ll/ 11/J wh.t) inlbt tiiiiiii(JII llt<Ws-p11f"-'• 
wbicb ht tlo11 11111 oflttl rtatl. He tb.rtfort, tdts this 
1(/'D"Iktri'J II ajfof'l tbt Wril'l"l !{ tbat rank, ali i11 
that form, •lltt for al', 'bat tbty "'IIY j/t~tllkr hi• •' i ,,,b as thty p1eaj, ru:itho11t his ,-.,;u, t~~~tl, 'f;tr} 

1·ollahly, 'U.itbo .. t bis l.n,'Witlgt. B .. t ifa"1 wfott 
*f common fenfe anti ccmmon honefly, jball­
lt./ctll' to ••i•ati<rltrt ia • differrnt ou.·•-'• "''"IIIIJ ! 

tbi~rg rwbitb bt has ,,l,iijhrtl, hi "'IIJ tltltrul rpn btlt.• 
i111 r.J/ JroJtr r•z•rdfht·w• :o him. 

J. M. 



p R E F A c 
:f'H E mfui11g difiD''rft is the lojl of thrtt "P"' 

the fame fubjetl, withfomelittu alteratiDns and 
additions. It is hoped that bu• ftW win tbinl the 
fohjell of it an improper Dne to be dfiourfid on in the 
pulpit, 11ntler 11 nGtiln that that is preochit;g pDiitiu, 
injitad of CHRIST. Hlwtver, ID t·emlve_a/1. 
prljudim of this flrt, I beg it m 'Y be rememDered, 
that " aD ftripture-is pr'.firable fir Jotlrin·,for 
rtpr~f, for CORREC'IION, for in.JlruEfio, 
in righte!111fr1tfs•." H'hh then jh?u/d not thoft 
parts of fcriptur.-, wbich relate 11 civil government, 
lit examinuJ and explai11td from tht tkft, as wen 
111 nhers ? Obulienu to the civil mog!Jiratt, iJ a 

• chri.Jiion dufJ : and if fo, why fhould nDt the na­
t~.re, grflt~nds and extent of il he CfJ".fidered in a 
chrijlian ajfomhly f Btjides, if it IJI foid, tlat it is 
1111 of charatler fir a th: !Jtion 11.inijler tfl meddlt 
with Juch a fr.hjefl, this ttnfur~ will at 14}1 fall 
upon the holy apojl/eJ, 'Ihty write upr-n it in their 
tpiflus tD chrlflian churches : and Jure!] it ca1111ot 
be dtemed either criminal fir impertinent, fD attempt 
1111 explanati111 of their doflrine. 

It was the near 11pprfloch y the Thirtieth of 
January, that t11rntd m1 thlughts 11 this fr~bjctt: 
., which jJnnnity the fiaviJh Mrine if pajJifle lile­
tiit'llct and 11&n-refijlo11le, is ?fte11 warmly ajflrted; 

• ·,.Pee. ill. 16. 
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_.the diflmtm frnn the tjJab/ijlmJ chreb, rt- -, 

·lrtftnted, ntt "'" as fthifmatics, (with ""'' of _ 
triumph than If truth, atld -J"tholer than chrifli-
tmity) Inti alfo tiS perfons 1/ fiditi~t~s, traitlrN 
11nd rebel/iqus primipus-GO D be th1111ltd '"' 
may, in a11y pan If the Britilh daminions, fpeal 
fm/y (if a dmnt reg~~rd bt paid to thift ;, aa­
thority) both of gflfJernment and religion J tl1ld 
ttJm giflt fome broad hints, that he is tngag~d mr 
theftdt of liberty, the Bl BLE and commm fmfi, 
in oppDjitian to tyra1111y, PRIEST-CRAW rmJ 
•on-finfi, without Jeing in d•nger eithtr of the 
Baftile or th1 lnquifition :-Ylm~ghthmwil/ al­
ways be fome inter!fltti politicians, tontratled bi­
gots, and hypocritical zealats .f'r a party,_ ta tail ' 
ojfinte at juth fr~tdoms. Their unfure is praift: ·I 
Their praifi is infamy-A fpirit of domination is 
olways to be guarded ogainjl both in church and 

Jlate, t'lltn in times of the great!fl ficurity i J~tch 
as the prtfont is· omongjl US .i at le'!ft as to th1 
latter. Yhofi nations who are nnu gr~aning undtt' 
the iron fitptre if tyranny, were ance Jre~. So thtJ 
might, probably, hQ'Ve remained, by a fiafonablt 
precaution againjl difpotic 71110fores. Ciflil tyrannJ 
is ufually j11111il ;, its htginning, lilt u the drop 
" if a bucket•,'' till at length, like a mighty tor• 
rmt, or thl mighty r11ging of the {ta, it bean 
Jown all btfore it, and tklugts whole countri1s and 
empires, Thus it is as II muji'!ftica/ IJTIITI11J a!fo, 

• Ifaiah A •s• -j 
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.;..tkf 1111!11 entiA iaultrabU Mul i"'Pi.ar, tf •"J• 
,,_,,,_// 61fiN'IJirtff, U d IX MIS itjJ.f fiii#J!I a.f 
" thdt i1 c•lltd GO]) aTitltbtN is worjhip,-•.',., 

_ l't#/# hllflt ·• fico~~rity ~~g•i.11JI Mf ltftllln'•if•t#J 
prieft-ridden, btJt by .ht,mg all ;,.,;"# Bl· 
GHOP~. ~ t11l-Mr CLERGYMEI/r* 14w• 
" lrmJ;, flfltr (;Oil' 1 /Jtrittlfl," fro,;, gttti"t 611i~ 
foot;,.,, tb1- .ftirrap at 1111. Lt'l rhtm Je '"'' J•irt, 
mouated, tlllll tUir "6ttifll, tiM 14itj t ... •9 
praacc •ml ftouaoe •"-t to ., ~{I : acd Ill." 
f!liJI, llli!ft:th, H fi jaded and ba~ "' thlji. 
r:,.-,nJ j~, tlH.ft they w#l not IV'." h4'111. 

. (pirits cm•g4 to ~•lfl1/ai'4t Ill,_, lOti,. b•c~ u~r• 

. saUcd; w, likt ,8alaam'1 ,ji, to '~ r"lltJ' till 
~41 madll•fs '.( IIH prqp!Jit ;. " . 

L • 

"' Y'h1 tlllfi1'1 of illitlliiJ •« .. • Cl ~~~" nu• 
i• '~ • tf /.., " llu ~·· 1lf4l ,b, ling· 
·- if btidwijl flJIU """· .. .., ~4/ltth JiM 
tht -li"'tlo"' •f lliiiW~t, l»w"HH" 4ifferw11t i~t .il 
f.lhws.-It was '' 111 a ,wi• ':{-.jlor4 fwd 4-·') 
n;~ grt~in fl/111 /, ;, Italy, ,bat jruitful.fitid: 
Allli t/»' it wtrl " 1111}1 of alJ f-s," it jHRN• c., I! might1 trfl. It,. l"'f fintt •v•'flrtaf, 
tiiUi darkened tiN grtottjl p.rt yellriReadom, ji 
tb~ w llftll !fll/1. ifJ it wPM. il foil/ Y. 1/Jt l.t',. 
t(ibicb Nebada~ .fotc1 ;,; f,it flifolt- ~' f'h1 
11 biigbth. tbtr~tf rtacilld lllfll blllflm, 111fli tht 
c. fi .. bt..,.. to .1111 nc-1 ~ 4& .tbt qrl~b4 

. •, z Tbet lt .f.• t Mr. 4/lit. t a Pet. ii. 16. 
·t z n.. .~ "- ,. • M•t. ,m. ~ .. ·vot..'"k· T ·~· N' ~ ",'IRE 
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that fubmU,tioo, which perfons of a private cha­
raficr ought to yield to . thofe who are vefied 
with authority. T Ws a1ull he .allowed by all 
who acknowledge the divi11e original of c_brHli­
~nity. For altl\ough there be a (cnfe, _.ad..a 
very plain and important feofe, io wh~h 
CJuHPa li"Stl'ln is nfJI of this wwld • ; his in­
fpc~. a.pofilu bat_e, uevcrthdds, Jald dowa 
{ome general priaciplp c:oo.ceraing tile etiG"e Q{ 

c:iJil rulersa aod the ducy of. fubjea~. -~c;lher 
with dae reafoo ud obligatioa of tb&t . .tuty. 
:And from hence K follews, · that it is proper 
for all who acknowledge the authority of Jefot 
Chrifl, and the iofpiratioo of his apqfiles, tJJ 
endeavour to underfiand what is io faa ·the 
~oarine which they have delivered concerning 
this mauer. It' u the duty of thrifiilln ma­
gitlrates to inform tbcmfclvcs whar it is which 
their religion teaches concerni~g the nature and 
4~gn of their office. And it is cqQally the 
tluty Of all tlrijlitJII people to infor-tn tbecD{clves 
what it is which their religioo ~aches COD• 

ctroing 'ttiat fu.bje8i~o wriich they owe to the 
higher powers. It is for tbc:fe n:afons that l 
have attempted to examine into t-he fcriprare• 
account of th_is matter, in order to Jay it bcfQre 
you with• the fame frmiDm which I coalleotly 
ufe with relation to other dotlrines ~d pre­
cepts of chrifiianity; not doubting but YOG 

. • JA!.n~Ui 'J6. 
wilt" 



IJ1IIl -ORTHODOXY j/Jaktll. 26~ 
•HI jat1 upon. every t·bing- offeret to yOur· 
toa'idcnttloo, with the! fame fpirit dtftudofn 
aa4 /Nif11 with •bicb ·it is Jp•lutt. 

The ,.tragc rO*d, is tbe·moft fall aod.exprcft 
ef tay lo &he, ocw-telbaatC~~&t rclatioe tAa rulers 
- fub~fl's :. aod. therefOre l th•~&bt it pro• 
pet to gromd upGm it,. wb.t lltali to· propoi4 
10 yn with· refer~ .tO' tbc aet~erity.· of the 
ciril magilbate, and the .._jeftielt wbicb is 
due to 'hitn. Bat lxfbre I arer upoa aa ex­
plartation oftbe fttoral part• Gi this pi&gc, it 
wilt be proper ,to obfervc oac thing, whkh ·m•J 
fetve as· a k~y to- riM wtlole of ire. 

· I( is to be obf'erfe'd, thee, that there were 
rome petfons amot:~gfl the cllr!ft;a,J of the 
apaftollc' agC', and purtlculariy thofc at Romt, 
to \tlrom Sr. P~ml ·is flere \frlting, who fedi· 
ttCiully dlf'clat!Ued an fabjeaioo to civil, autho­
rity pefuiing to pay taxes, and the duties Jaid 
UpOO their traffick and merchandize ; and who 

fcrapled not to fpeak of their rulers, without 
any due regard to their office and eharltler. 
Some of thefe turbulent cllrfllians were cooYerts 

-rtom )udllijm, .tnd others from pogr.nJtn. The 
j,;ws in general had, long be-fore this.· time~ 
taken up a ftraoge conceit, that beiog_ the /''"' 

- tulill,. aod Jdl people of God, they were thc:re· 
(ore exempted from the jorifdi8ioo. of any· 

N 3 butht!'j J 
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luatbm princes or governors. Upon this.gwrouni. 
i( wu, that fome of th~, duririg the publiG 
mioifuy of oor bletred fuiowr, came to him 
with that queftion-Is. it lawfJ t•giv1 tributt 
tmto Czfar or nDt • f And litis notion many 
of them retained after they were profclyted to 
the cht-ijlitm fahh. As to rhe ft'IIHI converts, 
fome of them grolly mUlook the nuure of thae 
lilltrt1 which the gofpel promifed ; aed thought 
that by virtae of their fubjeaioo- to ChriA:, tho 
11111] king and head of his church, they were 
wholly free• fro• fabjealon to any other princet 
as thobgh Chrift's li~ ~ ht•lft/Hs u;wU, 
in fuch a feofe as to interfere with the driL 
powers of the earth, ~od. to deliver their fub· 
jells from ~bat •Uifliallcc and dot)', which. 
they before owed to them. Of thefe viG­
onary CbriJII•"! iD general, who difowncd. fub­
jellipo to the civil powers in. being where theJ 
rcfpedively lived, there is meatioa made in fe>! 
veral ·places in tbe oew-tefiament : The ~ 
po(Ue.Peter in particular, charaaerizes them iq 
this manncr-thfm thot-defpiji tllfJtrtJtni(Ct­

prifutRitwus (Jrt th1J, fJf-wilkd, thty arl 1111 

11jraiJ t1 fptd I'Vil './ dig~ities t. Now iJ i~ 
with reference to thcfe dotiag Chrifiiam, tbt 
the apofilc {peaks in the pafi"age before u~ 
And I. fhall now give, you the fcnfe of it in a 

• Matt. xl!M. 17. t· 2 Pet. ii. to. 

para· . 
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pa;aphra& upon tach verft in its order, defiring 
you to keep in mind the charaacr of the per· 
fons for whom it is deligoed, that fo, as I go 
along, you may fee how juft and natural tliis 
iddrefs is ; and how well fuited to the circum~ 
1\ances of thole agaioft whom it is levelled. 

The aponle begins tbns-Ltt roery foul• 
lie fubjttl unt1 the higher p1wm; t for thtrt i.1 
t1t1 p'wtr I hut if G1d: thl p1Wtri that he t art 

• :&.!"J fi•l. Thit it an 61/Jrm/tlt, wbic~ fig~ 
nifies HJtry ma• ; fo that the apoftle docs ncn ex­
empt the dtr;J: fach as were endowed with the 
gift of prophecy, or any other miraculous powers 
which fublifted in the chlii'Cb at that day. And br 
hia a6ng the Wrttw idioaa, it feema that he had d•e 
j""'Vl!_ converts principally in his eye. . 

· t 'Tbt hithtr p~wtrs: more literally, the twtr­
rlllurgr;~tru whith tena.extoada to all civil rulers 
ia common. 

· U BrJ~r. the apoflle intenduot law!efs Jrt.,tb 
and brutal foru, without regulation or proper di­
reaion; but jutl aaJbority; for fo the word }\ere 
ufed properly lignifies. There may be po:u.·tr where 
there is no Rulhority. No man has any authority to 
do what is wrong and injurious, though he may have 
1•-u.·tr to do it. · 

t ffht P'<wtrslhllt ~~: thofe perfons who are ·ill 
fat\vefled with authority; dlofe who are in pof.. 
feffion. And who thofe are, the apoftle leaves 
Chriftians to' determine for the!Jlfelves; bGt who 
ever they are, dley are to be obeyed. . . 

N 4 flf'it~ineil 



·~il t.J'ht PiltarsD/PittiSTCRArT 
•~J•:IIIIl if God•, nr. t. q. d. " Whcrnr 
" fome prQfetfed Chrijlians nioly iaaainc., that 
•• ahey arc wholly c.xcukd fro. all IMIIDCr of 
~· duty aad fabjcflioo to eM\ autboriry, rc• 
u fu6ng 10 ltooour their rulers, and IQ paJ 
u taAts; which opiaioa iii not ooly uarea. 
u fooable in kfclf, bDt alfo. teads to fix a b.fr. 
" iRg reproa£b upon the &hrijiU.. DIDIO aucl 
u profeffioo, I now, as aa apo.tllc aDd ambaf· 
•• fddor of Cari.lt, exhort ewery ooc of you, be 
" he who be will, to pay all dutiful fDbmiJlion. 
"' to thofe who arc veftcd with aoy chil oftkc. 
"'·for tQert is, Jllropcr.ly {peaki~.DG aulbq,· 
..., rity but what is deriftd· ftGllll Glkl. as it is 
'' only by his permiJtion and provjdencc that 
u any poill:C. it. Yea. l may adcf., tllat aU 
'' ciYil •agiftratet, at fath, although thef 
u ••Y be IM11thtlls, arc ap,Pointed aod ordai&Jed 
,u of God.. FOf ic it cataialJ God's wiU, (JaM 

· • Orailrd..Jl:.oi:: u it fa Dot wilbold· God~ 
providence aad pcrmiS"JOI•._ tbat any uc dothtd widi 
authority; aad at it isag•e~ableto the pofitive wiU 
and purpofe of Ood, that there fboold befi,. }"'" 
.f.•s vet\ecl wil:h authority for th.e goo4 of fbcicty :. 
IIOt that at17 nden llne their UMD•i8ioa immedi. 
ately from God the fupreme Lollli of ~he u11ivcrle. 
If any a«ert that kiiig~. or any other rultn, are OFo 
dained of God ia the latRP f'enft,. it it incambeDt up· 
lln1 them to fhew the tommiSioa which dtey fpealr, 
•f, under the broad fc~l of heaven. And' whcu lhey 
do UU,., th.e)l will,. no deubt, be kJi.c:n4 · · 

• • I 

{t 

• j 
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• (o u(efal aa infiitutioa u that of magiftra.cy •. 
•to .lhoold take place ia the world, for- the 
•• good or C.U focietJ.,. The apoftle lro­
ceeda-"""'"'' t/,rtf•tr r'.fijleth the ~~ •• 
"".ft.,lltth tbl wdi""'"' r;f (J,d • au ,,, thllt r:e- . 
jijl·.fotlD rtteiveto th,mfi~s tlam11atiM. 'Y~r. 2 •. 

q. 4. " Think 119r, therefore, that ye are goUt· 
.,_ lcli of aay (rime 01', lin againil God, wbeQ. 
" -ye .f.aioutly di(Qbey and refill the clvU aa .. 
" thoritr. lor IDISiftraCJ ud gov.ernmeat.: 
-. beiDa• u 1- batre fiid., tile ordinance aad ap.. 
"pointmeot of God, it follows, that to reG~,. 
" magitlrates ita tbc execution of their ofti~,. 
" is really to refill the wiU and ordiwcc: of 
" God himfefF: and· they who th11s .relit,, 
" -w.ill ac:cordiualy be punilhcd by Gcxl for •. 
"-this. - in, ~OI81110Q- wiJ& ~·· T~ 
apoile goes on-Fu nhrs .,, •• • tn-rw to, 
ptJ tu.wll,_ Aut II the. lfl.il. • •. IF.ilt: thl• t""-. 

·_ olli; Ft~r fl'llltrJ arl till tll,.r« II 1-! ..,.,. lfll. tl 
•ht rvil. 1t cannot be f11ppoW $at lt. apoftle d.,.. 
~nt here, or ia any etf.the {ucc~iaa nrb, 10, 
I'YO &N trac -clla...t\er of N.-. •. or at1 oct.. civil• 
EOWUS then in being, •• if thq .,. jo r.a . fuca. 
perfone as he de(cribes, a terror to . evil worlu ooly. 
aftd ae»tt.o the good.. For (uch.a chtrM.ler· dW 1IDC 
~long to them ; and the apoile wu no f~baat~ 
orJarafite of power, "'hamer G»me of, 1¥• pre-.. 
k ed fuccc:1fors hav.e beru •. Ha CUJIJ te»t wbat. 
rulers wo&dd be, provided they~ llp to to tllcir, 
cbaraacr. aud oftice. · 
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1111 he tJfraitl if the p1Wer' Do that which it, 
gHt/, anti thou jhalt have praifi if the fame. F,r 
he is the minijltr if Got/ to thtt for zcotl, vcr. Jd, 
and part of the 4th. q. d. '' That J[OU may 
u fee the truth and jufinefs of what I alrcrt~ · 
" (viz. that magifhacy is the ordinance ot 
" God, arid that you £in againil him, in ~ppo- : 
•• ling it,) confider tbat even pagan rulers,..are . 
• , not, by the nat~re and defign of their offic~: 
a• enemies -and a terror to the good and viT- . 1 
" tnous a€Uons of men, bot only to the in- · 
., jurious.and mifchievous to focicty. Willyc: ·~ 
!' not~ ~en, re\'erence ·and honour magifiracy,. 
" when you fee the good end and intention ·of. 
" it ? How can ye be fo unreafooable ~ Only. I 
" mind to do your dnty as m~mbcrs •f fociety; 
"'' and this will gain you the applau(e ·and Fa-
" vour of all g~ ruiers. For wllile )'ou do 
-&c t~us, they llrc, by their o11ice, as mioiflers of· 
.t God, obliged' to eocoarage and protctl you ~ · 
u it is for this very purpGfe that they a.-e 
&~clothed •lth po\ver:•~ T~ apof.\le rub­
joins- But if th111 Jo tiJat wllicb is tvilp 

. bl tifr•id, for ht htarelh.__ nft tiN f'wlrd in wilt. 
For ht is the m!nijltr if G1d, ·-.. rtvmgw, t• 

exe'llil# . Wl·llth "I'" bi111 thtlt Jgtb tviJ*, ver. +· 
·.. latter 

. • It is manifc:ll that when the apofile fpeak~'-nf 
it~ as' the office of civil rulers, to encourage what it. · 
l•rl, ar.d to punith whac is wil, he fpeaks only of· 

I RW 
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·latter part~ .t:i-: d. · ". Bat upon the other 
~· eaod, jf. ye refufa to do . Y9Ur duty H 

4 ' ·members oF fociety ; if ye. refufc to bear 
'' your ·part in. the fupport of gourDment ;. 
"--lf ye are -diforderly, aa4 do tllings wllich. 
" merit ci•il chafiifement? then, iodeetf, ye, 
" have reafon to be' afraid. For it is not ill 
'' vaio that rulers are vdled with. the power 
".ofinBi~Hng puoUhmeot. They are by their 
'' office, not oolf the minitlers of God for. 

cliviiguti and 1-vil. They are to conCult the good, 
of fo~iety 111 foch; not to dicbte in religious CO!l~ 
cerns ;-·.not ao- make Jaws for the ·gOYemment of' 
.en's confciences; and to inflia ci¥il peoahies foL" 
religious crimes. It is fWiicie~ to ovcrtlarow the 
dotlrine of the authority of 'the civil magi!lrate, in 
alfaira of a fpirieual ·nature, (fo f.tr a• it is built upo,_ 
any thing whiclt ia here (aid by St. p,,/, ·or uport 
aay .thing cUe ia the IICW-teftament) only to ob.­
ferve, that aU the magiftrates then in the world were 
htathm, implacable enemies to chriftianity: fo that' 
to giYe-tbem authority in 'reliJioos · mattert, ·weullt 
bavr:·bcen, in efFca, to give them a11tho1itv ro· ex­
tirpate the ,chrillian religion, and to ellablifh the 
idolatries and fuperftitions of paganifm. And catt . 
any one reafen,Wy ~ppefe, thaDthr: apoftle had any. 
iatention co extead._ 1M authority of wlars. beyonll­
concr:ms mere\y civil and political, to lhe -cver­
t'hrowin~ of that religion wllich he llimfelfwas'fo 

, zeaklus m propagating"! Bet ids natUJ'IIl f~ thofe~· 
whofe religioa·caanca be t.ppel'ted upon tile foot .. 
iog of reaCon and •r&Umeot, to have recour{e to. 
.power and force, wricb will ferve a bad caufe aa 
well as a&~ one J and indeed much better. 

, : -N -6 "tooa 



. ~7~ 'IDe ·l'Jtfars t( PRnJ~Tea$ 
• good to thofe tbat do weft ; ·bet .are rM 
• miDUhrs t• aaeege, •· Clfcoaoteaaoee uct 
• puoillt tbofe rbat arc ....,_ aad iojuilaaa 

, • to thdtt. aci~b~.''. .T~ i,oftle Jkt>­
eee~- "'J1trlj'JJtt ;, mWJ1 mn/1 Jt ./Mfo/1 111t 
_, .for ~lith,. ,,, 'illfo for t•Jti111" foil, 
ftl'. f'· q_. 'd'~ "Since 'therefOR, mtgiftftcJ 
" 1a the orctea.ce of Gxl- ;. aticl liKe nlers. 
u a-«, by tbeir oftice, '-tfa8o• to ~iety;i. 
·" by 4Ui:~g wllat is W, 1Mld eeeou .. · 

. "ug-, wbat iJ gpod,. •ad Co. prefCrriDe­
. " peace ·aDd- · prd:cr. amoogft D)cn. ,. it is cvi-

. • deat tMt JC oa&ht to plf a tidJliag (a\,. 
» jcaiDII. 10 dtea.;. not to OMJ. merely &.· 
., fear d ctltj)OfiDg: yoorfdves to their wrat~ 
"llOd cJifpleaforc, ltut alfo. ia poiDI of .._ •. 
~-foa, fttJ aM- eookiCIIlte :. Ye .,. aadcf.· 
• asa..bldlfpenfible obligat~ as Cbri.Jiia•s, to• 
•• honour t!Wt · efliu.,and- to fubmit to tlacm. 
"' ia-. the ollealtioa. Of it... .'Ate apollc ..­
" on.- FIJI',f«' this ttnl}i I"J !#IL' trllndt •!fo :· 
f•r· ,,._ tlrl GolFs lllinijl~. filM~ t~atinu:. 
111/!j ,_,., t:., ti.U.g, _... 6. • d1. '"Aact. 
•· h•re is. •· plaiD reafon. a1lO. \!Ny yc 4houtd: 

. c• p.1y trlbatc. ro them; for they are God's • 
.... mioalers, .oxalred aoovc thC common !covel. 
• ol •Dkiad; aot tllar riley. may. iadalgo. 
••· themfelvcs io foftndJ and luxury, and be: 
-..entitled to the ferv-ile hom.1_je of their felt 
~ 1avf.-lllCII.i, Qat that they. may execute . an, 

"O:ffk• 
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f6 office DO Jefs laborious than hoaourlble ; 
., aod atteocl coatio'dalJy gpoo tile publiC' 
4' welWc. This being: tlalir bu4ioefs aad 
• ·duty, lt la bot ieafooabte, that they fhotthl 
• be recpnted' for 'their eire ind iUftgcace ia 
"performiot•if; Ud enjbJedl, t., ·tan te­
~c Yle4 upon ·the fubjeilr, eft~uitly to pro-· 
~ fecate the great end of their iat\itatio~tt 
" the ~ of fOclcty .. •.. Tho .pllc fftla. 
•pallia tbc'foU..Jaa·,.or#-.~ ••· 
jiir1 11 •/1. lw ~: ,,.;w, • u . .._ m­
J.J, ;, .,,, ~·•s u..., lfl//•·f p.r .. 
'- wb. fiP; h"'nr, If wlmtJ IM••r, YCI. 

7. q. cl. '' .Let it ~ thearera., tie Mif· ·of 
., any ooe of yoa hcreafte•, ca.t 7~ Oolat•• 
"go-.cromcnt to the reproach of yourfciYa. 
~ aad·Of tb• Clw,.,~Jaioe. Nelttier yeur 
.. being Jml by · natieO, tiOf JDUl becom-
u iDI the fabje&t « ~-· kiagdDe, gi11ea 
., yoa •DJ aupcnEattoa fW maktog cllftDI.Moca 
M lD · tbc goTetDmeftt aDder Which- JOQ ftq. • 
., ApproYC youcfeLYes, therefore, 11 pcqblt 

• G1-otlr11 obferves, tl!at me' Cittl worc1.,'llere 
vfed,·a.cwe. to •• tri!M- Hd 41HJ;glll ef ttte 
~·; tlte forcaer wu tht taODq patJI £or 'b• 
fpil a11d poll ; the latter... th• dutin laid. upon fome 
forts of merchandizt.. And what the apoiHe here· 
C.y~;, defervea · to be- ferioufiy confidcml by •11 

· £hriftiant coacernecl in that COJQmon praaice of 
carrying oa ao illidltrait, anti rp•i•g if'loltis. 

s ... 1116t 
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4 ' aod dutiful fubjeas. · Be ready to pay to 
'' your rulers all that they may, in refpefr1 

" of their o,fflce, jutHy demand of you. Ren­
" der tribute aod c:ufiom to thofe ~f your; 
·~ .g~v.ernors to who~. triq~te; apd cufiom be­
" loog : .aod chearfully honour and· reverence. 
" aU who arc veiled with civil aut.horit)', ac-
e' cordiog to their 8c:ferts.~· .• . . 

The apoale's doarine, in the patrage 'tbus 
explained, concerning the office. of civil ru­
lers~ and rhe duty of fabjefu. may bt fumed up 
ia the follo'wing obfervations ; • "is. · · · 

That tbe end of iDagUlracy is the goo4- of 
oivil· foQcty, as fwh : 

. . That ciYil ruler.s,·.as fo.cb. :are tbc ~tdiaancl' 
~ inini~ers 1 o{ Gosl i :it . beU.g ·. -by h~ pu· 
qaiffion a~ providence t~at any b~ r~le s and. 

·agreeable _to his will, that there &ould be .foae 
ptrfons veiled with. authority in fOc:iety. for the. 

I 

'!ell-being of it; . i 

Tha.t which .-.is ltere fai4 ceoc:eroiug .. cail 
r~ler., extends to all .of thm in commoa ·:. 
it relates- indiderenPit l$ mosw~hidl_ repBb.; 

· licao. 

-. ·The feveral obfervatioru here only mentiene4. 
-were handled at large' in two precedi11_g d,fcousb-. 
GJ>?ll :his fubjea. - .. · . 

'· 



, a11d O~TH,OOO~Y fh~ken.. . ~i9 
Iic::an ~~d,arillocratical government; and to 
all other forms. which truly an(wer the foJe· 
end of government, t~c happinefs of fociety ;,' 
and to all the different degrees 'of authority' 
in ailJ particular , Bate:; to inferior. ofticen no 
1~ tll;w ~he fap,reme. · . =· : • . i 

That difobedicoce '.to clju' ~i~ in the due' 
eserc:ife of their. aathoclty~ is .not merely a.' 
pt~litual fin, but an heioous -.fi•1 .j11itV/ Qlll. 
and religi111 : 

That the true. g~ound and reafon t of ~ur 
9bligatwn to, be fubiea to tllc high,. llrJIW'• 

ia 
; 

-t Some fuppofe the apoftle iA tbil paffage, b.­
fplu• the duty of fubmipion, with ,.,. argumen~ 
quite diflina ~rom eacli other; one taken fitmi' 
this c:onfideration, tllat rulers arc the ordinan~. · 
and minillers of God, (ver. 1, 2, and 4.) and 
the other, from the benefits that ac:crae to foc:iety. 
from civil government, (ver. 3• .f• and 6.) And 
indeed tbefe ptay' be diftina mOtives and argu­
ments for fubmiffion, as they may be {eplrate!y· 
viewed and contemplateJ. But -htn we CO!lfider 
that rulers arc not the ordinance and the mini­
fters of God, but only fo far lordl. aa the1 per­
form God's wi.I. by aaing ilp to ·their .office and· 

. c:harailer, and fo by being 'benefaaon to foclety. 
this makes thefe arguments coincide, and ron up 
imo ont at la!l: at leaft fo far, that the former 
.Of them 4:annot hold good for fubmiffion, where· 

· ·· tho' 
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if: the Ufcfuloefs of magifttacJ (whell propertr 
aercifecl} to buman focicty. aad its 'fG!Mnienq 
to the .seoeral welfare : 

· ·na:t ~ce to dYII~ Is here e«JUaiL. 
1J requirecl uadcr all f011t1S of government,. 
which ~J,n(wcr ~ the fole cod of Ill pemmc.t,. 
th' good Of fodcty; ...a 'to 'le'fer)" degree ci 
aothotky;iu. all'f Aaa., whether 'fDpmae « fM,. 
erdtoate~ 

(Ffom wh~ac:c ;.t foll01n, 

1'1w il unmired: obedience aad JlOD'o._ 

tftaace, be here required 11 a duty under aa, 
eo& form of p>ftrnmea.t, ia: is alfo required: 

d•c latter W., ~c,lhc (Dppofitifn, that any man. 
beariaa the Iitle of a ID.ag.iJ!Nae, fboalcl exerdfe. 
hi• power iD '-'h • ...,..er a• ·to have DO daii .. 
to obcdicJK& by virtut of th'at ...-gameot which it 
ji)uoded liptiJ t~ ufefqlne(s of magiftraty ; and­
you equally take oil dae fbr~ of the. other argu­
ment alfll. whidl is fouoded upn his being tbe­
or.ditlance- end the ~~ainifter o( God. For he is no 
longer G.oc:r• ordioanco aad minillcr, than he al!tt 
•P ~o hia oflic11 a(l.d ~h..-.au, ·by e:rercifUlJ bia 
pPWtr for Jhe good t>f IOciety-ThiHs, in 
brief, the reaf~>n why it is faid· above,. i~ the Ji­
tJ!Iflr Dpmber,. th4f tht ;,.UI ,,.Q'41Pif4•tf rtl'jo,, kc,. 1 

The uw ••d propriecy o( this rc~k m~y poifibly· 
lt.e aao~ apparon' ip she procefl.of the ar,llmcott 
'll~eaung re.fiJlanco. 



· .41111 O~T~oDOn jhllle11. 2h 
a.s .a dU(y aoder all ot~ec form~ ; aod as a 
~uty to {ubordinate rulers aa well as to the 
fupreme.J 

· Aod lallly, that tbolC ciril rulers. to tttho~ 
the apolUe injoioa fGbjefiioa, are the pcrCont 
in tfl!~m~ J thl' l'fiJirl thM ~~; thak who arc 
•liND, 11eftcd. wirh au.dlorjq •. 

There it oae ftfJ Jmportaet ••cf iottrdt· 
iog poiot which r~ns to be enquired into • 
namely, the txtlal of that fabjcruoa 11 th1 

hipt' 

. , Thit'M-.1 J:Nt ~ft~ witb dats ~­
that they do not aroay -~ their power and 
tt.uft; but exerclfe it ·for the .Jood of thole that 
ire got'triJCd. Who -di~ -perblt wetc, whttbct 
.~~ .... &c. or • .,, . tbe .,otie ... - (q ; .... 
.. vet it 10 be . de&umiaed by tbok· .to whGID . I.e 
•dres. ,Gocl does. !lOt in!~lpQ(~ !A a -.iratdlut 
•*Y• to polot cmt ~ perroos wli~ 1balt bar rill~ 
tad to wlaoM fab}ellfbn is aae. Altd .. lb tint 
•uJic.-able. iocleWble Jiiht of tt;.~,;,,.,, tW 
kriptu.tet ate entire1y filent: ot ather plainly COJioo ' 
tradia it : $.1 bein.$ the firA kiag among tbe 5 ,; aild ippomted to the ro.yal dltaity, 

.Ilia ewn fadler'• ti{e.tnae·: .... he •-* ,__ 
, 01 raahcr {~Gda by l>wWJ·IJu ld W. 

(!IO•l . ..., 6rctbr111~Now If 04' haa aqr il\­
•ariably determined thia DW\cr~ it mutt. of toi!!i 
"' .._....eel by ,.,.. ADd if il be dnerm 
~1 ,., ic mllft be de&ermiaed c,itls4r ia the wa1 
•£forti or of crJIIi/1111• · And which of tliciC ia eM 
-. 'f.llilllllt, cu 114 ao ~ 
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IJig&r pnom, which is hete enjotned as 4 

duty upon all chrinians. Solile have thought 
lt warrantable and and glorious, to difobey the! 
civil powers in certain circumftances s and, ia 
cares of -tery great and general oppreltion, 
while humble reanonftrances fail of having any 
eft'etl ; and when the public welfare cannot 
be otberwife provided for aod fecured, to rife 
unanimoufiy even againft the fovereign him­
felf, in order to redrefs their grievances ; to 
'tindicate their natural and legal rights : tct 
break the yoke of tyraqny, and free them­
felves and pofterity from inglorious fervitodc 

. and ruin. It is upon this principle that many 
royal opprelfon have heeD driven from their 
thrones into baniJhmeot ; and many Oain by 
the hands of their fobjcas •. It wu upon thia­
princlple thtt f'arf•i" was-expelled from RMU J 

and ·Julit~s Ct~~for, the conq tteror of the· worlc.i,. 
and the tyrant or his country, cut otr in the· 
fenate-hoofe. It was upon this priaclplc, that 
king Char us I. was beheaded. before his own 
~aoqoeting-houfe. It was upon this princi~ 
pie, that killg ]filiUs 11. was made to fty that 
Gountry, which he aimed at enfil9ing: And 
tlpOn this principle was that rtfllltditm brought 
about, which bas been fo fruitful. of happy 
coofeqaences to Gret:/1 Brit4U.. But iR·op­
pofition to this principle, it has often been 
affected, that the fcriptorc in g~neral (and tbCl 

· paffage 
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patrage. aa~. toJUider~tioa io-panicalar) makn 
aU rc.fi,aanc:c to priaccs a. criGle, io aay cafe 
whatcycr ~If they taro tyrants, aod be­
come the COIDIDOil oppre.ffors of t\lof~, whofe 
welfare they ought to regard with a paternal 
atJ:ell:ioo, we muft DOt pretead to right our­
fclvcs. u~s it be by prayers aod·:tears and 
JnunbJe aflaties: and if thefe methods fail 
of procariag redrefsp we muft not lla•e re• 
courfe to any other, bot all fulfer oarfelves 
to be robbed and batchered at the pleafure 
Iii the Lml' s ••inffll ; left "ft thould incur 
~e Jin of rcbellioo, and the punilbmeot of 
clamn•tioa. For be fw God's authority and 
commi1lioa to bear him out in the worA: of 
crimes, fo far that ho may aot be wlthftood 
or contrqol~d. Now whether we arc ~ged 
to Jipld fuc:b aa abfolute fub.mimon tc7 ·our · 
prince i or ·wbetber difobedicnce and refi~ 
aeee ·may not be jaftifiable in bne cafes, 
Qot'NithRanding any thing· in the pall'age be• 
fore us, is an enquiry iD whieh we arc all 
concerned ; and tid& is the iaquiry which ia 
the main dcligo of the prefcot difcourfe. 

. .. 
;Now there does .not 'feem to be ~ny ne.; 

c~ffity offuppofing, that an abfolute unlimited 
obediem:c; whether aaive. or .. paffive, is ~ere 
~~oiiU:d, m.ercly for this reafon, that the pre~, 
cept is delivered in ahfolt4tl t~r~s, withqot 

l ..... . 
aaJ 

\: 
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ny ~- Ol' lirllifMrW,' apre«y ftle'btielled: ~ 
We are djoided, ('v«. 1.-) r• &e fobj"tn '' tiJt ·j 
llit/Jb" ,_,,: tad (Yfr. S•) to t:Kftljdl j'lr l 
cM.foU.U. fM'· Aad ~ofe theft exprdlons 
arc al*la• aed nbllttd, (ot more ,roper­
ly. geaeral) ~ baYc iDfcrrtd'; dJAt die fob· 
je8ica reqaiRd. iD them, malt k .t.f'olu(& i~ 
aalialtecl ~ 1 at leail fo fu t\vda 8· ro mH.e 

• pedin obeclietce aaci' ac;a..Nfltuce, a dotJ 
io all caa whatclftr, if DOt .a;.,. obcdleoce 
Jik~ifc. Thoosb, by the W.y, tllcre is here 
. ao diftiaaiOo .. <k betwcea Rtift ad paffi•e 
obedicece; aed if cidlcr. of tbtm H ~quite• 
Ia aa ulimited f¢ilfe. tile odlri IDIIft be r~ 
quitcd io the falbe fcaft II~ ~ 'riftlle of 
the preftet argt.atcat; betaefe the cxprelliotr$ 
are cqollJy abfolatd •lth refp«t · to beth. 
Bat that un&mited obedleaec of 1GJ fon, caa• 
BOt ~ arlued morely frooa tM ialleialle do 
prdioos iii wba o),;dkoce is cajGiued$ Afl" 
fdrs from belice, tbac txprdloiiS of til~ iiele 
llftlfts &tqatnilf ~car iii fctlptUre,. upoD 
•bleb It is GlDfdltd 6n llll htnda, that bo 
focb abiOtua - alllaitC!Cl feafe ettgbt to be 
pot. For exa~ple, Loflt "'' th1 wwltl; ••i­
lhtt IM tbittgl tAiJt flf'l in t!J1 WrJriJ•; i4J 
*"' ap fw jl'llrjilflll tf"III[IITIS ttpdl lfll lh t i 
!" dt th~rtfor• lib thlllght for th1 morriW ~ a. 
~ prttepts exprefred ln at Jeaft equally ab· 

• 1 ]oh-..IL •s· t Matt. ri. i9- t Matt. vi. 34-• 
. (abtt~ 
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f91~ .. ~d, ~~ :'PrPJ,J,: \lt« Jt,.Js •gao& .. 

rally ~l)p\fed, t)Jat th~y F~ t9 W: Mdc:rfiood 
with certain reflri~~ ~4 . ~~QI J '-­
degree of love to the world, and the things 
of it, bciaB . ~liP"{a~l~. ~r. ~'Hl~. ~ . ,he 
~ght. R~trVJd Fat.hm ;1'4 GH/, ~ ~er 1/ig-. 
nijie.tl ,/erpmtn. of the ~ftabWh~.d ~Pl,lrCl!! fee~ 
to. be altggerb~r averfe ~o ~~mi~tiqg !J[ re.Pri~­
tions in the J~t.ter cafe, how. Wl\rm focver any of 
them may be. againft reftriC\ions, and li~hations, 
in cafe of fubmiffion to authority~ whether civil 
or eccleGafiical. It is wortb r~arkiog alfo, that 
patience and {ubmi4ion under private injurie$, 
are .enjoined in ·much lftore peremptpry and 
abfolute terms, than any tlut nre ufed with 
regard to fubmimon to the inju.!lice •nd op-· 

· preflion of civil rulers. Thus, lffl1 untq ''"' 
that 'yt rt[zjl not tfJil; !Jut wb'.focvtr jhallfmite 
the• on tht right thetl, ,,,., II him !he tJther 

a!fo. Ami if 11"1 nia• wiD )21 th11 ~~~ the lllw, 
tMtl talt awtry lhJ tltlt, Itt him havt thy tule • 
.tlntl whofilfJtr .fool/ compel th11 11 go a mik 
with bi111t g• wilb him taJOi• •. Any mao 
may be defi.ed to produce f~h ~oog cx.,rcf. 
fwus io fa•our of a paaiYC and taine fubQlif• 
&a~t to Ullju&, t:llr•pQJcal rplen, as. alC bcrc 
u{od. to .in force ~"miiioo to pr.ita~ .iDjuria. · 
But ~ fCJII are there that uader.ftan.cl tllofe 
e5p'c(lioDs llserally l Ancl ~c Jcaion why they 

· ~ ~rtan. !!• 39, ·4?• f I • 

' 
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donor, is:Waufe · (wlth{ubmiftion "to the ~ua. 
hrs) common fenfe fhews· that they were not 
iatcndcd to be fo underftood. 

· Eut ro inflance in fome fcripture·precepts, 
which are more dircflly to the point in band. 
--- Children are commanded to obey their 
parents, and fervants their mailers, in as ab· 
folute and unlimited terms ai fubjeCl:s are here 
commanded to obey their dril_rulers. Thu1 
this fame apotlle Ch!14rt11 Dhty yDur pa- .. 
rents in the LDrd; far this is right. HrmDur 
ihyfathtr and mathtr, which is the Jir.ft 
commpndmmt with prqmift. ---Servants, In 
Dhtditt.t tD thtm that art your m':Jitrs. accDrd­
ing to th, fojh, with ftar and trnnbling, with · 

1
-

finglenifs. sf ]OUT heart as rmtD Chrijl*. Thus 
alfo wives arc commanded to be obedient to 
their huibands Wi-rm, fuhmit yor6folfJtt 
~nto JD&r hufotmtl.r 111 un!D the LDrd. For. tht 
hufland is the head~~ th1 wife• nJtn as CHRIST 
IS THE HEAD OF THE CHURCH 
--- CJ'htrljirt 111 the cbwch is fubjtil wtt 
CJJrifl,._fo /,t iht WRJII hJ II tbtir DW11 huf­
btlrulJ IN EVERY THINGt. Jn all 
thefe cafes. fu~ifiion is required in tenus· 
(at leaft) as abfolutc and univerfal, . as are 
ever ufed with refpc:Cl. to rulers and fubjeas. 

• Eph. ri. r. &r: t Epb. v. zz. zs, 24. 
I But 
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But who fuppofes that t.he apoftle ever in­
tended to rc8cb, that children, fervants an4 
wives, Jhould, in all cafes whatever, obey 
their parCnts, mailers and buibands refpetlive­
ly~ never ~g any oppo.fi.~on ~o tb~r will. 
«:ven although they Oaould require them to 
break the commandments of God, or thould 

. aufelelly make au attempt ~poo their lives l 
No one puts fuch a fcnfe upon thefc cx­
preffions, however abfolutc and unlimited. 
Why then fiwuld it be fup~fed, that the apo .. 
l\le defigned to teach un~verfal obedience,. 
whether altive or pa~ve, to thi higher pouJf.rs, 

'merely becaufc his precepts arc delivered in, 
. abfolure and u~limited terms? And if this be· 

a good argument in one cafe, why is it not 
. in others alfo ? If it be faid .that refiftancc 
and difobedieoce to ·tJN higher prwers, is her~ 

faid pofitivel1 to b~ ~ lin, fo . alfo is_ the dif­
obedieoce of ch~ldren to_parents; fervants to 
mafters ; and • wiYes to hulbands, in other 
places of fcrip_ture. But the qnefiion fiill re-­
mains, whether in all thefe cafes there be not 
fome exceptions ? In the three latttr, it is 
apowcd there are. And (rom _he~ it fol .. 
lows, that barely the ufe of abfolute expref­
fions, is no proof, that obedience t~ civil ru­
lers, is, ia all cafes, a duty ; or refiftance, --in 
an cafes a fin. - I thould DOt have thought it 
worth while to take any llOticc at all of this . . , . ~ 

argument 

, 
\ 
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argument, had it not been .much infifted upon 
~ fome 6£ the advocates for ~ve-obedience 
•d nen-reltftance : b- it Is, ie ltlelf, per­
fcaly trifling; eod reede~ ro~le only 
b7 the .ftrcfs ·that has been laid upoa lt for ~ 
of better. 

There itt lodMd, oae P .. &e in the aew 
teftament, where it may feem, at irft view, 
that ae unlimited ft~bmidion to dvil rulers, is 
enjoined. Srtimit jour.fohlts t11 tVn'J w­
Mflf/nct if man /,. tM LGr.-t folt•. --­
To tt11ry ordin111tct if mtm. ·· . - ~·owever, 

this expreffion is oo flron~ tl)an that be· 
fore t~kep notice of, with relation to the duty 
ofwi~~ - So ~.t tht wif?ttlll fu6tl1 t1 thtir 
11W71 htlfoands-1 N EVE R:Y T fll N G. 
But the true folution of tbis difficulty (if it · 
be one) i~ this: by "''" •rdi1lti11CI if man t, 
it not meant every eommaad of the dvil ma­
giftrate without exception ; but "'try ~rd, fl.! 
magijlratts DPP•i11t1d by m(J" ;· whether 
.foptrio~ ~r i~trior: for Co the apofile explains 
him(elfin the very next words ~·11'/Mthtr 
it lit til tlit ling •s [,,,.,,, 1r 11 l"'"",.,• 

• 1. Pet. ii. 13. 
t Literally t'tmy ~-·~~ ·i'!ftit··tiM, ~~~ PHfitn­

"''"'· By w~i~h llli'D~er !lf .xpreffHllll we apdl!• 
f!~ply iutl_m~~e~. tl!~t '.~J.ers. q~(i~. t~~r •• u~prif)' 
t . .,,,titate~; nOt' ttoJll God, but 1r6m a111. · · 
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tiS unto tiJnn that art font, &c. But aitbough · 
the apo~le had not fubjoined any fuch ex­
planation, the reafon of the thing itfelf would 
have obliged us to limit the expreffioo [ftltry 
ordinance '.{ num] to fuch human ordinances 
and commands, as are not inconfiftent with 
the ordinances and commands of God, the fu­
preme lawgiver ; ·or with any other higher, and 
antecedent, obligations. 

It is to be obferved, in the next place, that 
as the duty of univerfal obedience and non­
refiflance to \be higher ''wtrs, cannot be ar­
gued from the abfolute unlimited expreffions 
which the apoflle here ufes ; fo neither can 
it be argued from the fcope and drift of his 
reafoniog, confidered with relation to the per­
fons he was here oppofing. As was obferved 
above, there were fome profcfi"ed chriJiia111 in 
the apoft:olic age, who difclaime~ all magi­
flracy and civil authority in general, tkfpifing 
gruernwnt, and fpeating evil if dignitits ; fome 
under a notion that Jtws ought .not to be 
under the· jurifdilUon of Genti/1 rulers ; and 
others, that they were. fet free from the tem­
poral powers, by Chrifi. Now i~ is with 
perfons of this licentious opinion and c.harac­
ter, that the apoftle is concerned. And all 
that was direltly to his point, was to thew, 
that they were bQund to fubmit to magi-

V 0 L, ll. 0 flrac 

J 



'90 !be Pillars 1/ Pa.I!STCR.AF'r 

Dncy ;, gPMraL This is a circnmltaacc veq 
tnaterial to be taken notice of, ill order to 
afcertain the fenfe of the apolUe. For &his 
Jleing coo1idered, it is fufficient to account 

. for all that he fays concerning the ddty of 
{obejtl:ion, aod the .Go of ;~liftaocc to tb.c 
highn- /JfU'trs, without having rccoorfc to the 
dofirine of unlimited fabmi11ion and pa11i"t 
obedience, in all cafes whatever. Were i~ 
known that tho{e in oppolitioo to whom, the 
apollle wro~e, allow~d of ,.ci•il authority io 
general, and only alferted that there were fcmt 
~afts in which obedicnc~, and non-reliftance, 
~ere not a d11ty; there would, then, indeed, 
be seafon for interpreting this palfage as cofb. 
taining the doC!rine of pnlimited o~dieoce, 
Jlnd noo-rdillance, as it muft, in this cafe, 
J>c fuppofed to hl!-ve been levelled againll: fuch 
~s denied that dotl:rine. But lince it is cer­
t,ain that there were p~rfons wha vaiqly ima• 
gincd, that civil government in general, was 
not to be regarded by them, it is moft rea­
fonable to· fuppofe, ' that the apollle defigned 
)lis difcourfe Qnly agaioft thtm. Aod agree­
ably to this fuppofition, we find that hear­
gues · th~ J.Jfefuloefs of civil magiflracy io gc­
geral; its agreeableoefs to the will and 'pur­
pofe of God, who is wer all; and fo deduces 
from he~ce, the obligation of fnbmigioo ro 
jt. But it will not loUow, that becaufe civil 
. .,., IJOftr.ll• 
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covernment is in genera'l a good inllitutiou, 
and neceJTary to the peace and happioefs of 
human fociety, therefore there are no fup­
pofable cafes in which refillance to it can 
be innocent. So that the duty of unlimite4 
obedience, whether .acHve or paaive, can be 
ar~d, neither· from the manner of expref­
Cion here ufed, nor from the general fcope and 
defign of the· paffage. 

And if we attend to the nature of the ar­
gument with which the apo(He_ here inforces 
the duty of fubmiffion to the bigbtr powers, 
we lhall .find it to be fuch an one as cou. 
.eludes not in favour of fubmiffion to all who 
bear the tiile of rulers, in common; but only, 
to thofe who otlualiy perform the duty of 
rulers, by exercifing a reafonable and jull: au­
thority, for the good of human fociety. This 
is a point which it will be proper to enlarge 
upon; becau(e the quellion before us t~ros 
much upon the truth or fallhood of this po~ 
fition. It is obvious, then in general, that 
the civil rulers, whom the apofile here {peaks 
of, and obedience to whom he preJTes upon 
Chrifiians as a· duty, are good rulm •, fuch 

as 

• JJy gcoJ rul"r, are not intended (IK.h as ~re 
good in a .,,"/ or rtligiotll1 bat only a polilual 

0 % fenfe; 

.. 
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as are in the exercife of their office and 
power benefall:ors to fociety. Such they arc 
defcribed to be, throughout this pafrage. Thus 
it is {aid, that they are not a ttrrw to z•tl 
worls but to the l'tlil; that they arc God's 
mi•!Jins fw gHt.l; tlfJt11gtrs t1 tlrltllll wrath 
flP'" him that tiiJth lfJil J and that thq attnul 
e~~rtin•ally up.• this '"''1 thing. St. Plttr giws 
the fame account of rulers : ~bey are fir a 
praiji t1 th1m that d1 wtll, anti th1 punijh­
mmt •f t'lJil iUm. It is manifeft that this 
charall:cr and defcriptioh of rulers, agrees only 
to fuch as are rulers in fall:, as well as in 
name : to fuch as govern well, and aa agree­
ably to their office. And the apollle's argu­
ment for fubmiffion to rulers, is wholly built 
and grounded upon a prefumption that they 
do in fall: anfwer this chara8er; and is of 
no force at all upon fuppofition of the con­
trary. If rulers art a ltrrw 11 goli worls, 
and not to the tflil; if they are not minijlns 
for go~t.l t.o focitty, but for evil, and dift:refs 
by violence and oppreffion; if they exuutt 
wrath upon fober, peaceable perfons, who ct" 
their duty as members of fociety; and f"tfer 

. rich and honourable knaves to efcape with 

fen'"e; thore who perform their duty fo far as their 
· < fti :e extends ; and fo far as civil fociety, as fuch1 

ia cuncerncd in their aaiona. 

im-
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impunity ; if, inO:ead of attmding continually 
11p.n the good work of advancing the pub­
lic _welfare, they atttnti only upon the gra­
tification of their own luG and pride and am­
bition, to the defirullion of the public wel­
fare; if this be the cafe, it is plain that 
the· apoO:Je's argument for fobmiffion does not 
r~ach them ; they are not the fame, but dif­
ferent perfons from thofe whom he charac­
terizes ; and who mull: be obeyed according 
to his reafoning.- Let me illuO:rate the 
apollle's argument, by the following Jim iii· 
truu : (it is no matter h~w far it is from any 
thing which has, in faa, happened in tfie 
world.) Su ppofe, then, it was allowed, in ge· 
neral, that the cltrty were an ufeful order of 
men; that they ought to be tjluirud 'IJ.ry 

bighly in /ovt for-th ir ttJ?rls Jolt •; and to 
be decently fupported by thofe whom they 
ferve, the lobourtr being worthy if his ri'Ward t. 
Suppofe farther, that a number of Rtvtrm.J 
and Right Rtvtrtnd Dronn, who worktd not ; 
who preached, perhap,, but on,·t a ytar, and 
t'tn, not the ggjptl of Jefus ChriO:, but the 
ditJint right of tythtJ; - the dignitJ if thtjr 
Dj/ict as an.bofladors ·if Cbrijl, the· equity of 
ftnt·curll, and a plurality if btntjim; ---

• 1 Thcr v. •J· t 1 Tim. v. 18 • 

.Q, 3 the 
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the excellency of the d. vot:ons in that prtiJtr­
hD,k, \vhich fome of them hired chaplains to 

ufi fir them; ---or fome favourite point 
of durch-l;rar.ny, and ar.ti.-hrijlian ufurpation; 
fllppofe fuch men as the-fe, fpcnding their lives 
in dftminacy, luxury nnd idlencfs; (or when 
they were not idle, doing that which is worre 
than iJlencfs; fuppofe fuch men) Chould, 
m' rely by the merit of orrlinatim and c:nji:­
cr~o~.m, and' a peculiar, odd /)[;bit, claim great 
refpea and reverence from thofe whom they 
dvilly called the\htnjls cf the laity •; and 
demand thoufands per annum, for that -good 
fttvice which they-- lft'Utr terformed; and 
for which, if they had performed it, this w~uld 
be much more than a f{lit.illlum mtrllil : ibp­
pi.lfe this fhould be the cafe, (it is .only bJ 
"ay of .fi'r.i/1, and furely it will give no of­
fence) would not every body ~ aftooilbcd at 
fuch infolence, injutlice and impiety l And 
ought not fuch men to be told plainly, that 
they could not rea[ooably ,expeCt the cfteem 
and Teward due to the minifien of the gof­
pel, unlt:fs they did the Juties of their Q.ffice i 
Should they- DOt be told, that thdr tit., ana 
hatit claimed no regard, reverence or pay, 
feparare from the cart and fAio•k, and various 
,Juties of their funllio~? And that while they 
negle!led the lat:tr, the firmtr ferved only 

to 
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to render them the more ridiculous and con• 
femp'tible ?--The application of this Jimili· 
tud1 to the cafe in hand, is very eafy.--­
lf thofe who bear the title of civil rulers, 
do not perform the duty of civil rulers, but 
aa direClly counter to . the fole end and de· . 

. fign of their office; if they injure and op· 
p•·efs their fubjech, infiead of defending their 
rights and doing them good ; they have not 
the leaft pretence to be honoured, obeyed and 
rewarded, acconfiog to the apofile's argument. 
For his reafoning, in order to fhew the duty 
of fubjecHon to the higher pou·trs, is, as was 
before obferved, built wholly upon the fup· 
pofition, that they do, i11jall, perform tho duty 
of rulers. · 

If it be faid, tha.t the apoflle here ufet 
another argument for fubmiffion to the higbtr 
pM.t~trs, betides that whkh is taken from the 
ufefulnefs of their office to civil fociety, when 

properly difcharged and executed ; namely, 
that their power is from God; that they al't 
•l"'iaintd of God; and t,hJt they (lrt God's mi­
nfjhrs : and if it be faid, that tnis argument 

for fubmiffion to them will bold good, a] .. 
though they do not exercife their power for 
the benefit, but for the ruin, and deftroaion of 

human fociety;. tbi& obje8ion was obviated, in 
0 4 part 
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part before. Rulers have no authority from 
God to do mifchief. They are not G1d's 111'• 

dino11e~, or God's minif11rs, in any other fenfe 
than as it is by his permiffion and providence, 
that they are exalted to bear rule ; and as ma­
gillracy duly exercifed, and authority rightly 
applied,· in the enaCling and executing good 
Jaws7-laws attempered and accommodated to 
the commoo welfare of the fubjeas, mull be 
fuppofcd to be agreeable to the will of the be­
neficent author and fupreme Lord of the uni­
verfe; whofe kingdom rulttb ov1r aD t; and 
whofe ttndtr mercits art ,,,,. a// his works§. 
lt is blafpbemy to call tyrants and opprdrors, 
C6lrs minif/trs. They are more properly tb1 

111tjfingtts if fat•n to ~~~ffu 111 I· · No rulers 
nre properly God's minijltrs, but fudl as are 
jujl, ruling in tb1 ftar of God•. When once: 
magiArates aa contrary ··to their office, and 
the end of their inftitution ; when they rob 
and ruin the public, infiead of being guar­
dians of its peace and welfare; they imme­
diately ceafe to be the ordinanct and minijltrs 
11{ G1d; and. no more deferve that gloridus 
charaCler than common pirat11 and highway• 
miTI. So that whenever that argument for 

t Pfal. c:iii. 19. 
- S Pfal. cxiY. •9· 

• a Sam. xxiii. 3• 
II z Cor. zii. 7• 

fub· 
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(ubllilllion fails,· which is grounded apoa the 
ufefulnefs of magiftracy to civil fociety, (as 
it always does when magHlrates do burt to 
fOclety inftead of good) the other argument, 
which is taken from their being the ordi­
nance of God, maft necelfarily fail alfo ; no 
perfon of a civil chara8:ea: . being GHI's mi-' 
nflla, in the fenfe of ·the apofile, any farther 
than he performs God's .will, by cxercifing ll 
jaft and reafonablc authority ; and ruling for the 
good of the fubjefl. 

This in general. Let us now trace tbe 
apoRle's reafoniog in (avour of fubmi1lion to 
the hightr pNtrs, a little more particularlf 
and esa8ly. For by this it will appear, on 
one hand, bow good and conclufive it ia, 
for· fubmi1lion to thofe rulers who exercif~ 
their power in a proper manner : and, on the 
other, how weak and trifling, and inconneet­
~d it is, if it be fuppo{ed to be meant by 
the apofilc to lhow the obligation and duty 
of obedience to tyrannical, opprcffive rulers in 
common with others of a different chara{ler. 

The apofile enters upon this fubjefl thua 
~LII ttJtry J~ul IH fubjt!l u11t1 tht. highfr 

prwtrs ; for thtrt is no powtr hut of God : 
Jh1 ,P'fP'rs that It, ar1 mJuintd if God•. 

• Vcr. J, 

os Here 



~98 Y'ht Pillars 1/ PatiSTCll.APT 

Here be urges the duty of·obcdieoce from thic 
topic of argument, that civil rulers, as tbeJ 
are fappofed to faUil the pleafurc of God, 
are the ordinance. of God. But how is thia 
ao argument fur obedieoce to fudl rulers at 
do not perform the pleafure of God, by do~ 
iog good ; but the pleafure of the devil, by 
doing evil ; and fucll as are not, therefore, 
Gat/'s miaijlers, but the devil's! Whfjiftltr, 
lhwljirt.1 rt/Yfttb tht pr.u·w, r'.fiftttb tf.1 orili• 
•aiiCI if God: a11d th1J th11t r'.fijl, /lull rl• 
ce:v1 ta thnnftlvtS damnati111 •. Here the apo­
ftle argues, that thofe who refill a reafooablcs 
and joft authority, which is agreeable to the 
will of God, do really refill: the will of God 
himfelf; and will, therefore, be punilhed by 
him. But how does thi.s pro~, that thofe 
'Who refill: a lawlcfs, t1nreafonab!e power, 
which is contrary to the will of God, do there­
in refill: the will and ordinance of God ? Is re­
Jifiing thofe who refill God's will, the f.1me 
thing with refifiing Gc<l ? Or thall thofc 
who do fo, r mive to thmtfil'VtS damnatio11! 
For rulers art not a terr1r to g1od wor,ft, hut 
ta the , vii. 1Pilt tb1u then not lie afi aid t( 
tht pew r? D11 that whi, h is go1d; and tho¥ 
Jhalt have p• afi of tbt Jamt. For he is th• 
mit,iji r of c~d I!J thu fr go~d t. Here the 
apollle argues more explicitly thao he had 

• Ver. a. t Vcr. ,Jd• and part of the 4th •. 

_befor~ 
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· before done, for revering, and fabmitt1og to 
mag)tlracy, from this conlideratioo, \hat fuch as 
really performed the duty of magifirates, would 
be e~mies only to the evil ac9i0bs of mea. 
IDd would befriend and eocoarage the good 1 
and fo be a common bleffiog to fociety. But 
how is this an argument, that we muft ho­
nour, and fobmit to fuch magifirates as are 
not enemies to the evil afiions of men ; bnt 
to the good ; and focb as are not a commoa _ 
bleffiog, bot a common curfe, to fociety I But 
if t h1111 d11 thQt whith is 1vil, h1 afraid: fir 
ht is tiN minijler if God, 11 rwnrgtr, to ~~~­
lUll fm!otb upon him that doth ,-ui/ •. Here 

. the apo1tle argues from the nature and end 
of magillracy, that fuch as did evil, (and 
fucb Ol)ly; h~d reafon to be afraid of the highw · 
pawtrs ; it being part of their o11ice to puoilh 
evil doers, -no lefs than to defend and en­
tourage fu~h as do well~ But if magifiratel 
are unrighteous ; if they are rejptll1,.s if ptr- · 
pns; if they are· partial in their adminillra­
tioa of jullice; the~ thofe who do well have 
as much reafon to b~ afraid, as thofc that 
dQ. evil: there can be no fafety for the good, 

nor any peculiar ground of terror to the un· 
. ruly a(J.d injurious. So th.u, io this ca(t", the 
main end of civil go.vc:rnment will "be ·frufirat­
ed. A&ld what rea.foo is there for fubmil~ 

• Ver • ..,th, latter pare. 
0 6' 

i 
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tiog to that government, which does by 
111eaos aofwer the defign of 

· ll'btrifwt 11 Wlll}ltllttls ~~ fubjtll nffl 
wrath, ~., •!fo for ~Mfnmct folt •. Here 
apoftle argacs the duty of a chearful and 
fcientious fubailllioo to civil government, 
the nature and cad of magifiracy as he 

. befere laid it dowo, i. '· as the defigo of 
was to punifh cvU doers, and &o fupport 
encourage fuch as do well ; and as it 
if fo· exercifed, be agreeable to the will 
·God. But how does what he here fa,., 
prove the duty of a cbearfol and coofcienti­
ous fubjeaion to thofe who forfeit the 
raCier of rulers l To thofe who encourage 
bad, and difcoarage · the good l The 
ment here afed no more proves it to be a 
fin to refiLl fnch rulers, than it does, to · 

fiJI thl tltvil, that he may fot from JISt. Far 
·one is as truly the min!Jltr if God as the 
other. For, for this ta11ji poy yo11 trihutt •/fit 
fot' th'1 art God's minijltrs, tJitmtlirig conti-
nunl'y uptJn this ""1 thing §. Here the apoftle 
argues the duty of paying taxes, from this 
confideratioo, that thofe who perform the duty 
of rttlers,- are continually attending upon the 
public welfare. But how does this argument 
conclude for paying taxes to focb princes, as 
are continually endeavouring to ruin the pub-

... • Vcr. 5• t James iv. 7· S Ver. 6. 
. lic:l 
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gard to the apofile's cbara8:er as ao infpire&l 
writer, or even as a man of common under· 
.ftandiog, will not reprefeot him as reafoning 
in fucb a loofe incoherent manner ; and draw­
ing conclufions, which h~vc not the lea.ft rc• 
latiqo to his premifes. For what can be mor4 
abfurd than an argument thus framed ~ ~' Ru· 
" lers arc, by their office, bouqd to coofult 
" the public welfare and the good of fociety: 
~' therefore you are bound to pay them tri­
" but~, to honour and to fubmit to them, 
" even when they deftroy the public wel­
~· fare, and arc a common pelt to focicty, by 
~' atliog in direa cootradictioo to the. natur• 
~' and end of their office." 

Thus, upon a careful ·review of the apo· 
lHe's reafoning in this palfage, it appears that 
his arguments to enforce fubmiffion, are of 
fuch a nature, as to conclude only in favour 
of fubmiffioo to fuch r11hrs us ht himfi!f de­
firihn; ;. ~~ fuch as rule for th~ good of 
fociety, which is the only end of their in-
1\itution. Common tyrants, and public op-

1 prdfors, are not in titled to obedience from their 
fubj~:tls, by virtue of any thing here laid .dow11 
by the infpircd apofile. 

I now add, farther, that the apoAle's ar .. 
aum.en~ it fg far f101i8 prOJioa ic co be th' 

dury 
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duty-of the people to obey, and fabmit to, fach 
rulers as aa in contradifiion to the public 
good •, and fo to the dcfign of their office. 
that it proves th1 tlirl£1 lltttra,.,. For, pleafa 
to obferve, that if the end of all ciril go­
vernment, be the good of focicty ; if this 
be the thing that is aimed at in cooftitat• 
iag ciril rulers ; and if the motive and ar­
gument for fubmiffion 'o' government, be ta­
ken trom the apparent ufefulnefs of ~ivil au­
thority; it follows, that when no fuch good 
ead can be anfwered by fubmUBon, there 
nmaios oo argumeot or motive to enforce it ; 
aad if inicad of this good end's being brought 
about by fubmHBon, a tiNirarJ tnd is brought 
about, and the rain and mifery of fociety ef· 
fcaed by it ; here is a plain and pofitiYe rca­
{on agaioll fubmiffioo in all fuch cafes, Glould 
they evtt happen. And therefore, in fuch 
cafes, a regard to the public: welfare ought. to 
·make us with-bold from our rulers, that obe­
dience and fubjelUon which it would other­
wife be our duty to render to them. If 
it be our duty, for example, to obey our kio8, 

•• Thie does not intend, their al\ing fo in a 
fiw partic~tlar i".JJa•ce~o which the b, ft of rul~ra 
may do through miftake, t:fc. but their aaing fo 
ba~itwnlly; and in a manner which pldnly fhowa, · 

. that tbey aim at making thcmfelvca great by the 
~uia of U1~ir Cubjcat. . , 

merely . 
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merely for this r~fon, that he rules for the 
public welfare, (which is the only argument 
the apoftle makes ufe of) it follows, by a 
parity of reafon, that when he turns tyrant, 
and makes his .fabjcib his prey to devour and 
to dellroy, inftead of his charge to defend and 
cherUb, we are bound to throw olf our al· 
legiance to him, and to refift ; ~nd th.at ac­
cording to the tenor of the apoftle's argu• 
ment in this paffage. Not to difcontinue oar 
allegiance, in this cafe, would be to join with 
the fovereign in promoting the finery ancl 
mifery of that fociety, the welfare of which, 
we ourfelves, as well as our fovereign, arc 
indifpenfibly obliged to fecure and promote, 
as far as in us lies. It is true, the apoftle 
puts no cafe of fuch a tyrannical prince ; bot 
by his grounding hit argument for fubmif­
fion wholly upon the good of civil fociety; 
it is plain be implicitly authorifes, and even 
requires us to mak.e refillance, whenever this 
lhall be oeceffary to the public fafety and 
happinefs. Let me make ufe of this eafy 
and familiar ftmilitudt to illaftrate the point 
in band-Suppofe God requires a family of 
children to o)>ey their father and DOl to refift 
him; and inforces his command with this 
argument; that the fuperinteodence and care 
and authority of a jufi and kind parent, will 
cOntribute to the happiocfs of the whole fa-

mily; 
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mily ; fo that they ought to obey him for their 
own fakes more than for his : fuppofe this pa• 
rent at length runs difiraaed, and attempts in 
his mad fit, to cut all his children's throats : 
now, in this cafe, is not the reafon before af­
figned, why thefe children fhoold obey their 
parent while he continued of a -found mind, 
namely, their common good, a reafoo equally 
c:orrelufive for difobeying and refilling him, 

. . 1ince he is become delirious, and attempts their 
ruin ? it makes no alteration in the argument, 
whether this parent, properly fpeakiog, lofes 
his reafoo; or does while he retains his under­
fi~nding, that which is as fatal in its coofe­
queoces, as any thing he could do, were he 
really deprived of it. This fimilitude needs no 
fOrmal application.---

But it ought to be remembered, that if the 
dnty of univerfal obedience and non-refillaoce 
to our king or prince, can be argued from this 
patrage, tbe fame fubmiffion under a republican. 
or any other form of government ; and even 
to all the fubordinate powers in any particular 
Llate, can be proved by it as well : which i. .. 
more than thofe who alledge it for the men­
tioned purpofe, would be willing fhould be in­
ferred from it. So that this pafTage d~s not 
apfwer their purpofe ; but _really overthrows 
and confutes it. This matter deferves to be 
more particularly confidered.-Tbe advocates 

for 



go6 c.fJ,e Pillars of Pans'tcllAiT 

for unlimited fubmiffioo and palt.ve obedieuc~, 
do, if I mifiake not, always fpeak with refe.o 
renee to kingly or monarchical government, 
as dHHnguiThed from all other forms ; and', 
with reference to fubmitting to the will of th.­
king, in dillinclion from all fubordinate ofliccn,. 
a~Hng beyond their commiffioo, aod the au• 
thority which they have received from th~ 

crown. It is not pretended that any perfont' 
befides kings, have a divine right to 4o whae 
they pleafe, fo that no one may refill them, 
without incurring the guilt of faaioufnefs and 
rebellion. If any other fupremcr powers oJ'* 
prefs the people, it it gener.~.Jty allewed, that 
the people may get redrefs, by refrfiaoce, if 
other methods prove ineffeGlual. And if any 
officers in a kingly government, go btyood ths 
limits of that power which they have derived 
from the crown, (the f11ppofed origiosl fource 
of all power and authority in the flare) and at• 
tempt illegally, to take away the properties and 
lives of their fellow-fubje8s, they rtray be for­
cibly refitled, at leafi till application can be 
made to the crown. But as to the Cove­
reign himfelf, he may not be refilled in any 
cafe; nor -any of hili officer.s, while they c.on· 
fine themfclv~s wirbio the bounds which he has 
prefcribed to them. This is, I think, a u-ue 
tkctch of the principles of thofe who defend the 
doCtrine of pafiiv.e obedience aDd non·refiftance. 

·Now 
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Now there is nothing in fcriptare which fop­
ports this fcheme of political principles. At 
to the paR'age under confideration, the apoftle 
here fpeaks of civil rulers in gmtraJ; of all 
perfons in e~mmtJn, velted with authority for 
the good of fociety, without any particular re­
ference to one form of government, more. than 
to another ; or to the fupreme. power in any 
particular ftate, more than to fubordin~e pow· 
ers. The apoftle does not concern himfcl£ 
with the different forms of govcrnmeDt •. This 

Ale 

• The c~rw;e of JOVernaaent (I m~n I"'~ 
vernment; and this 11 the '"!! government whu;:h 
the apoftle treats of in tbia pafl'age) eonfitla in the 
••li•g and 1~1t"'i"f if''" I4901-Iawa attemperccl 
to the coquaaon felic:Jfy.of the f.I'Utrllltl. Ami iftbi, 
~. i•fUI, doae, it is evidently, in itklf, a thing of' 
110 confequence at all, what. tile l""tic•l"' (orm of / 
government is ;-whether the legifiative and exe­
.cutive power be IQdged ia ltu aJ till fo• perfotl,. 
or in Jf/futlft perfoas ;-whether in ,., perfoo, 
whom we call an aEfohlllt ""'"arch; whether in a 
f,.,.,, fo 11 to conftitute an arift•m•CJ ;-whether in 
llllliiJ, fo as to conftitute a rtp.~lic; or whether in 
tbr11 "..qrJi•lltt 6rawbu, in fuch manner as to make 
.the government part4l1 fomething of ttub of thefe 
.forms; and to be, at the fame time, ':ffi•ti41/y 'iffi· 
r1111 from them all. If the '"' be attained, it is 
enough. But no form of government feems to be fo 
unlikely to accompliJh this '"" as ahfilutl tr.flnar,hy 
-Nor ia there any one that bas fo little pretence to 

a tli'flilll ~rigii11J, unlcfs it be in th.is fenfe, that God 
' fi'll . 
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be foppofes left entirely to human prudence and 
difcretion. Now the confequence of this is, 
that unlimited and paffive obedieqce, is no 
more enjoined in this pafrage, under monar• 
chical government; or to the fupreme power in 
~ny ftate, than unde~ all other fpecies of go­
vernment, whlch anfwer the cod of govern* 
ment; or, to all the fubordinate degrees o[ 
civil authority, from the higheft to the loweft.­
Thofe, tbere(ore, who would from this paf· 
fage infer the guilt of refilling kings~ in all 
cafes whatever, though alUng ever fo contrary 
to th~ delign of their office, mui, if they will 
be conlifient, go much farther, and infer from 
it tlic &uilt of ·rctiftance under all other forms 

of government; and of refilling fliiJ ~It] .jfictr 
in the ftate, though afiing beyood his a>m· · 
miffioo, in the moft arbittary, illegal· manner 
poffiblc. The argument holds equally ftroag 
in both cafes. All civil rulers, as fucb, are the 
•rdinanu and ntinijltr1 './ G•d; and they are aU, 
by the nature of their office, and in their rc­
fpecHve fphetes and ftations, bound to confulc 

jiryf imroduc:ed it into, aud thereby overturned, the 
commonwealth of /ft•tl, as a c•,.ft upon that peo". 
pie for their fo01 and <wicltlrrt/s, particularly in dc­
fi.,.itrg fuc:h a government. (See 1 Sam. Vlti chap.) 
1oft fo God, before, feat f"ailt amongft them, as a 
t'ittgzu, ~nd a tt"ji, and not as a M.flin.;. .. Nt~m6. 
dlap. XI. 

the 
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the public welfare. With the fame reafon 
therefore, that any deny unlimited and paffive 
obedience to be here ipjoined under a republic 
or ariftocracy, or any other eflabll!hed (orm of 
civil government; or to fubordinate power~, 
aaing in an illegal and oppreffive manner; 
(wilh the fame reafon) others may deny, that 
fuch obedience is enjoined to a king or mo­
narch, or any civil po_wer whatever. For the 
apoflle fays nothing that is pet:uliar ID lings ; 
what he fays, extends equally to all other per­
fons whatever, vefl:ed with any civil office. 
They are all, in exa!Uy the fame fenfe, the 
wdinant:t if GDd; and the m;n!Jiers if GDtl; 
and obedience is equally enjoined to be paid ro 
them aU. For, as the apofl:Je expre.ffes it, thtrt 
is NO POWER lut if God: and we are re­
quired to rmdw to ALL their DUES; and not 
MORE than 'heir DUES; And what thefe 
duts are, and to whom they are to be rmdired, 
the apoftle foJnh nit ; but leaves to the reafoll 
and confciences of men to determine. 

Thus it appears, that the common argu­
ment, grounded upon this palfage, in favour of 
univerfal and paffive obedience, really over­
throws itfelf, by proving too much, if it proves 
any thing at all ; namely, that no civil officer is, 
in any cafe whatever, to be refifl:ed, though 
aaing in c:~tprefa 'ODtradiftion to dle de.fign of 

' his 
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Ids oBice ; wbkh DO IIIID ill his fcofes1 ever di4' 
·« caa affcrt.; 

. If we .:c:almiJ a.WJcr the nature of the 
thing itfelf, nothing can well be imagined more 
direltly contrary to common fenfe, than to 
fuppofc that miHi1ns of people ihould be fub-­
jeBcd to the arbitrary, precarious pleafure of 
.,, fottlt ""'"; (who bu tud~~rllit, no fuperiori­
ty over them in point of authority) fo that their 
eftatcs, and every thing that is valuable in life, 
and even their lives alfo, 1bould be abfolutely at 
his difpofal, if he happens to be wanton and 
capricious enough to demand them. What 
unprejudiced man can think, that God made 
ALL to be thus fubfervient to the lawlefs plea­
fore and phreozy of ONE, fo that it thall al­
ways be a fin to refift him I Nothing but the 
moft plain and exprefs revelation from heaven 
could make a fober impartial man believe fuch 
a monftrout, unaccountable dofrrioe, and in­
deed, the thing itfelf, appears fo fuocking­
fo out of all prop,rtion, that it may be qucf­
tioned, whether all the miraclts that ever were 
wrought, could make it credible, that this doc­
trine rtoll] came from God. At prefent, there 
is not the leaft fyllable in fcripture which 
gives any countenance to it. Toe hereditary, 
indefeafible, divine right of kings, and the 
dc>arinc of noa-rcflftaaec, wbkh is built upon 

tlte 
2 
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tile fuppofition of fuch a right, are altogether a1 
fabulous and chimerical, as tranfubfiantiation 1 
«any of the moft· abfurd renries of ancient 
-« mod era vifiooaries. Thcfe notions arc 
fetched neither from di"inc revelation, nor hu­
anan rcafon ; and if they arc derived from nei­
ther of thofe fources, it is not much matter 
frDm whlnu th1y c1m1, 1r whithn- thtJ l'· Only 
it is a pity that fu,;h dollrines thould l>e pro· 
pagatcd in fociety to raifc faBions and rebel­
lions, as we fee theY have, in fall, been both 
in the lajl, and in the pr,ifent, REIGN. 

But then, if unlimited fubmiffion and paf· 
live obedience to the hightr powm, in all pof- , 
~ble cafes, be not a duty, it will be aikcd, 
~s How far are we obliged to fubmit ? If we 
~' may innocently difobey and refill in fome 
.. c;afes, why not in alll Where fhall we 
u ftop l What is the meafore of our duty l 
~' This dofirine tends to the total ditrolution 
"' of civil government; and to inrroduce foch 
'f fcenes of wild anarchy and confufion, as are 
" more fatal to fociety than the worft of 
~' tyranny.'' 

After this manner, fome men objea; and 
iod~d this is the moft plaufible thing that can 
be faid in favonc of fuch an abfolute fubmiffion 
a. they plea4 for But the wodl (or rather the 

bell 
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beft) of it, is, that there is very little ftrength 
or folidity in it. For limilar difficulties may:bc 
raifed with refpeel to almoft every duty of'na,. 
tural and tevealcd reUgion.-To inftance our, 
in tvo, both of which are near akin, and ill· 
·deed exa6ly parallel, to the cafe before Ulo 

It is unquefiionably the duty of children to 
fubmit to their parents ; and of fervants; to 
their maO:ers. But no one alferts, that it is 
their duty to obey, and fubmit to them, in all 
fuppofable cafes; or univerlially a fin to re­
fiLl: them. Now does this tend to fubftrt the 
juft authority of parents and maften l Or to 
introduce confufion and anarchy into private 
families l No. How then does the fame prill­
ciple tend to unhinge the government of that 
larger family, the body politic? We know, in 
general, that children and fervants are obliged 
to obey their parents, and mailers refpeaively. 
We know alfo, with equal certainty, that they 
are not obliged to fubmit to them in all things. 
without exception; but may, in (ome cafes. 
reafonably, and therefore innocently; refift 
them. Thefe principles are acknowledged upon 
all hands, whatever difficulty there may be in 
.fixing the ex.aa limits of fubmi.ffion. Now 
there is at IeaO: as much difficulty in ftating the 
meafure of duty in thofe two cafes, as in tbc 
cafe of rulers and fubjeas. . So that this is 
nally no obie6ioo, at leaft no rcafolilble one, 

8 againft 
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againft refiftance to the high,. pw11r1: ·Or, 
if' it is one, · it will hold equlally agiioft tc­
fiflance in the other cafes mentioned.--· -· 
It is indeed true, that turbulent, vicious-

. minded men, may take occafion froGl •:this 
principle, that their rulers may; in fome cafe_t, 
be lawfully refilled, to raife faflions and dif• 

· torbaoces in the ftate; and ·to make refif• 
f'ance where refilla.nce is need'iefs, and there­
fore, finful. But is it ·not equally troe, that 
dlildren and ' femnts of turbulent, vicioiJ'S 
minds, may. take occafioo. from 'this principl~ 
that parents and mailers may, in' fome cafes be 

·lawfully .refilled, to refrft when refiftance is un­
nece1faty, and therefore, criminal? Is the pritt­
ciple in either cafe ·falfe · in· itfelf, merely 'be­

. c-aufe it way · be abufcd ; and applied to le­

. gitimate <!if obedience and rdiftance in thofe 
'inftaoces, io which it ought not to ·be ap­
plied ? Accordibg to this ·way of arguing, 

·there will be· no· true principles in the -world; 
for there arc none but what may be wreft­
ed and perverted to ferve bad purpofes, either 

'through the weaknefs or ·wickednefs of men•. 
A 

. ._ We ·may very rarely 'afi'ert theTe two things in 
general, without undermining government: One i1, 
That no civil rulers are to be obeyed when they en­
join things that are i'nconfillcnt with the commands 
of God : All fuch difobedience is lawful and glo-

VOL. II. P tious; 

~ I 
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Ue.&ree by their fovereiao; ..caDJlOt well be in· 

fenublc 

tious ; particularly if penons refufe to comply with 
any /,~ '.flAWi,.,•t of' rtliKi411, bcc:aufe it ia a grofS 
perv.,liea aad corruftion (a• to d.oarine, worlhip 
an.d d~fcipljne) of a pure aud divine-religion, brought 
from heaven to earth by the fi• if God, (the only 
king aad -head of tbe clwifiM• churc:h) and propaga· 
tlld through the wodd b7 hia ia~d apoJUos. AD. 
commands ruoni'l& counter to .the dcclare.d wiU of 
the fupreme legiflator of heaven nnd tarth, are nail 
and void : and therefOI'e .!i"'"dite!JCIC to tbe"' i• a 
duty, not a crime. ARother &Gin_g tbat m11y iJe atlertcd 
with equal truth andfafety, is, ·1 hat no government is 
to be fubmitted toJ at the o;pmce of th~t which is the 
fi/1 111ti·of all government,-the common good ancl 
fafety of'fociety. Becaufe, to fubmit in this cafe, if it 
{hould ever happen, would evidently be to fet up 
the mtal!s as more valuable, and above, the au/; 
than which there cannot be a greater foltc:ifm and 
contradi8ion. The only reafen oftbc intlitutioa of 
civil government ; and the only rational ground of 
fubmiffion to it, is the common fafety and utility. 
If therefore; in any cafe, the common fafety and 
utility would not·be ptomoltd by fubmillion to go­
vernment, but the CO••trary, there is no groun.d or 
motive for obedience and fubmillion, but for the 
contrary. 

Whoever confiders the nature of civil govern­
ment muft, indeed, be fet~lible that a great degree of 
implicit wtjidtncr, mull unavoidably be placed in thofe 
that bear rule: this is implied in the very no­
~ of authority's being origina!ly a tr11j1, com-

. mitted 
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(cQf.Pie·whco they are foopprdfed. And fuch 
• ~p.le (jf I may allude to ae ancieQt f•blt) 

have 

•i«Cd· by the .people) to thofe who are vefttd w:th it, 
JS all juft and rrghteous authosity is; all befide3 is 
~ere lawlefs force and ufurparion ; neither God nor 
uaturc having give&J any man a right of dominion 
aver any fcciety, independently of that fociety's ap­
probation, and confen..t to be governed by him-now 
as aU men are fallible, it caunot bef<~pp(Jfed that the 
pjo~blic affairs of any tlate, Jhould be always admi­
niftered in the beft manner pqllible, even by perfons 
'Of the greateft wifdom ~nd integrity. Nor is it fuf-
6.cient to legitimate difobtdiencc to the higbe,. pD'Wtrs 
that they are not fo adminifiered; or th~t they are, 
in fomc inftances. very ill managed; for upon this 
principlr, it .is fcarcely fuppofable that any govern­
ment at all could be fupported, or fubfill. Sucli 
.a principle mlmifcllly tends to the di1folution of 
gQvernment; and to thrt)W all things into confufi.on 
a.nd anarchy.-B11t it is equaJly evident, upon the 
other hand, that thofe in ·au1bority may abufe their 
·trtdJ and power to j11ch a deg•tt, that neither ~he law 
of reafon, nor of religion, requires, that any obe­
dience or fubmillioo lhould be paid to them; but 
011 tile ccmtrary, that they thould be totally tlif­
cardtd; and the authority which they were before 
vefted wjth, tramferred to othtrs, who -may exer­
cifc it mf)l'c to thofe good purpofes for which it is 
gjven.-Nor is this.principlr, that refiftancc to the 
higlur pD<Wtrs, is in fotne extraordinary uafes, julli­
fiable, fo liable to abuft, as many pertons (eem 
apprehend it. For although there will be always 
fome pehtlant, queruloua men, in every ftate--men 
of fattio.u~, turbulent and carpina difpo.fitions,-

p z · glad 
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·have, like the HtfPerian fruit, a_DRAGONfdt 
their prlltflor and guardian: nor would they 

.have 

·z1a4 to 1ay'hold of al'ly trifte to jaffifyand legitimate! 
their caballing againft their rulers, and other fedi• 

·tious praetices; yet there are, companuively (peak­
ing, but few men of this l'ntemptihlt cbarae,-. It 
does not appear but that mankind, in general, havf! 
a difpofition to be as fubmiffive and paffive and tame 
under government as thry ought tt> be. --Wit~fs .a 
JfCat, if not the greatefl, part of the known world, 
who are now groaning, but·not murmuring, under 
the heavy yoke of tyranny! While thofe who go­
•ern, do it.with any tolerable degree of moderation 
and juftice, and in any good meafure aa up to their 
offic:e and chat atler, by being public beoefaaors, 
the people will ~enerally be eafy and peaceab'e} 
and -be rather -inch ned to Batter and adore, -than 'to 
·mfult and refut them. Nor was there ever any 
gtntral complaint againft any adminillratian, whwb 
lajltd lang, but what there was good reafon for. Till 

, people find themfelves greatly abufed and ·opprefi"ed 
by their goveroors, they are not apt to complain; and 
whene~er they do, in faa find themfelves thus abu­
fed and opprefi"ed, they muft be ftupid not to com­
plain, To fay that fubjeas in general are not pro­
per judges when their governors opprefs them, and 
play the tyrant; and when they defend their riglfts, 
adminiller jufiice impartially, and promote the pub­
lic welfare, is as great truzjo11 as ever man uttered; 

. -it is tre::fon,- not againfl: one Jingle man, but 
the ftate- againll the "hole body politic; -it ·is 
.treafon againll mankind; -:-it is treafon again! 
cemmon fenfe;- it is treafon againft·God. A nil 
this impious priru;iple lays the foundation for ',jufti· 

fyiog 
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have any reafon to mourn, if fome H E R· 
C U L E S.fuould appear to difpatch him.!...For ~ 
nation tbus abufed to rife unaoimoufly, and to 
refill:. their prince, even to the dethroning him. 
is not crimjnal ; but a reafonable way of vio.,. 
dicating. their liberties and jofi rights; it is 
making u[e of the means, and the only means. 
which God bas put into their power, for mu ... 
tual and.:felf-defence. And it would be highly .. 
criminal in them, not to make ufe of this . 

. means. It would be fiupid tamcnefs, and un. 
accountable folly, for whole nations to futter-· 
1ne unrcafonable, ambitious and cruel man, to · 
wanton and riot in their mifery. And in fuch· 
a cafe it would, of the two, be more rational to 
foppofe, that they that did N 0 T rtjtjl, ihan 
that they who did,., would r~uive· to thtmfii'Ws.. 
umtUIIion. And . 

(ying alt ·the tyranny and oppreffion that ever any 
prince was guilty of. The people know for what · 
end they fet up, and maintain·, their governors; and 
they are the proper judges when they execute their 
tc•ft as they OUJtht to do it ;-when their prince ex­
erci!es ~n equitable and paternal authority o;·er 
tbem.;-when from a prince and common father, hct 
exalts himfelf into a tyrant-when from fubjeas and 
c:bildren, he de&radea them into the clafs of flaves._­
plundersthem, makes them his prey, and unnaturally, 
fports himfelf with th.eir lives and fortunes.-

P.::.1 . .-
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. T H IS naturally brings us to make fom'e re-
flections upon the refiAance which was 

made about a century fince, to that unhappy 
prince, KING CHARLES I; and upon the 
ANNIVERSARY of his death. This is It 

. point which I fhould not ha\·e concerned my­
felf about, were it not that [cmt mm continue 
to fpeak of it, even to this day, with a great 
c!eal of warmth and 7.eal; and in fuch a man­
ner ::s to undermine all the principles of L I· 
BERTY, whether civil or religions, and to in­
troduce the moll abject flavery both in churcb 
tmd llate: fo that it is become a matter of uni­
\·erfal concern.-What I have to offer upoa 
this fubjeet, will be comprited in a fuort an­
flfer to the following qutries, 'Uiz. 

For what reafon the re.6.ftance to ·king 
t; bar ItS I. was IDadc l . 

By whom it was made l 

Whether this re6ftance was R E B E L· 
LION~, _or not l 

• N. P. r (peak of rebellion, treafon, farntlhip, 
~~tartyrdom, &c. throughout this difcoune only ia 
the firiptt~ral and thtolo~ic~tl ;;,;;. 1 know not 
how the l..w defines them; the ftudy of that not 

·tieing- my employment-

How 



How the annifmjary of king Charles's deatk 
came at firfl to be folemni~ as a cbay of. 
failing and humiliatioo l 

And lafily,. 

Why thofe of the epifcopal clergy, who are 
very high in the principles of ml'.ft'!flical au­
t-hority, contiDue to fpeak of this unhappy mao, 
as a great S A I N T and a M A 1\ T Y R l 

For what reafoa, theu, ~aa the Fctifiance 
to kiog Cbarlfs made? The general anfwer 
to this inquiry i~ that it wu otl accoun~ 
gf the tyr(lllny and otpr1Jion of hia reign. No~ 

- a great while aft(;C BiAI CKU.IliOD &o .tbe tbrone; 
-ht; married a Frakh colh•li£;. aed with her 
fecmed to haYe wrtiti11i the politics, , if aot . 
th4 religioa of Franu, alfo~ icX- aft~rwards, 
daring a reign, or rather a iyraoay of many 
;ears, he governed ia a perfetlty wild Ud ar!t 
bitrary mann-er, paying·no regard to the con· 
ftitutioa aad the laws of tlte kingdom, by 
arhich the power of the c;rown was limited; 
or to the foltttm oath ·which he had taken at 
his coronation. It woold be cndlefs, as well 
as needl~s. to give a particular account of all 
the illegal and defporic meafures which he took 
in hi's adminilh:ation; --partly from his 

f 4t OWD. 
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QWD natural lull of power, and partly from· 
the influence of wicked counfellors and · mi­
nille;rs.-He committed many illullrious 
QLCmben of both houfes of parliament to the. 
'Eaw,,., for.oppoiing his arbitrary fchemes.-­
He levied many taxes upon the · people with­
out confeot of parliament ;--and then im­
prifoned great numhers of the prinCipal mer­
chants and gentry for not paying them.­
Hc ere8ed, or af leaft revifed, feveral ar­
bitrary courts, in· wbieh the molt unheard .. 
of barbarities were committed with his kn.9w­
ledge and approbation.-He fupported · that 
more than .fiend, · archbithop La11d and · the 
clergy of his ltamp, in all their churclHyranny 
and hellUh cruelties.-He authorifed a .book itt 
favour of j'plrts upon the Lord'StliiJ; and .fe­
weral clergymen were perfecuted by· him· and 
the mentioned pi111s bifhop, for not reading. it 
so the people after tii'flilll ftr'fliu.-When the 
parliament complained to him of the arbitrary 
proceedings of his corrupt minifters, he told 
tb'a.t a11g11jl h•tly, io.a rough, domineering, on­
princely mapner, that he. wondered aDy one 
thould be fo foolith and infolent as. to think 
that he ~ould part with the mealien. of his 
fervants Y'" tbtir amullt-:-He refufed to call 
JD)' parliament at all for .the fpace. of. twelve: 
years together, during all which time, he go­
venled in ilD. abfolute )awlefs and . . de.(poti~ 

Ul.-nll~;.. 
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manner- He took all opportut1ities ·-to ~ 
Geurage the Popijls, and to promote them t() 

the higheft offices· of· honour and troll-He • 
(probably} abetted the ·horrid malfacre in /,.._ 
lt111d, in which two hundred thouf.·\Dd pro• 
telhlnts were butchered ·by the roman-ca• 
tbolics.- He fent· a large fum of money; 
which he had raifed by· his arbitrary taxes; 
ioto Gtrmt111y, to raife foreign troop~. in order 
to- force more arbitrary tases upon his fubjetls. 
-He• not only by a long feries ()f- otli.ns, but · 
alfo in plain · ttrtrrs, alfertcd aa-abfohltc ancon-4 
troulable power; faying even in- one of his- . 
fpeeches to parliament,. t~t as it was blaf .. 
phemy to difputc wbal God might do ; fo it;· · 
W4S . feditioo in . fubjeCls. to difpute what­
the king. might do.-Towards ·the end of hi~· 
ty_ra.nny, he. C&.lP~ to the. houfc. o£ COBHnons 
with an armed for" •, and demanded five o£ 
its principal members. to- be delivered up te> , 
hi01- A-nd. this .was lL prelude to that unnn ... 
tural war which he foon · after levied againlt 
his own dutiful fubjelh ; whom he was bound < 

by -all- the laws- ' O~ honolM', -humanity,- pietr._, 

• Hillorians liCe not·- agreed, what number of.· 
IOldien attended him in tbi1 monltrous invafinrt 
of_ the. privJicgee of parliament- fomc f~y.. 
three hundred, fome four hundred-: and the author · 
of 'The bifto'7 tJ tbe l.itrgs of S"tltz11l• faya fi\·e · 
lasmdred. 

!· -5:. 
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aod I mitJht add, of intmjl alfo, to defeod aa4 
dterilh with a pateraal alfcttioa -I b&ve oaly 
time to billt at cbefc faaa in a geocral way~ 
all.whicb. mel many moro of the fame ttaor; 
may be proved by good authorities: ~ that 
the fig~~rllliw langwage whim St. ']oh11 ufca 
coocerolng the jall :~od bcncficctnt_ deeds of aut: 
ble{fcd Saviour. may be applied to the on­
righteous and execrable ~ceds of this prince, 
tJit&. And tlurt art 111j1 mQ111 llhtr thi11gs VJhitb 
kiog Charles did, tlu wbicb, if tbq j/Huld ~~ 
writttlt lfltrJ fife., I f11f'?fo tluu l'rllll tlu ww/J 
itftlf, cott/J "'' tfllt~in tht hG9ll tb.t ./MIU. b. 
written•. Now it was · on account of killl 
ChtWits's thos a.lfoming a po~er abofe the laws~ 
in direa cootraditlion to his coronation oath, 
ond governing the greatcfi pa~t of his time, in 
the moll arbitrary oppreflive atanaer ; it was 
upon this account, that the refiftance was 
11ade to him, which, at length, iffucd in the 
lofs of his cro·., n, and of that head which was 
unworthy to wear it. 

· But by whon1 was tllis rdifiance UJade ? 
Not by a private }rmto ;-not by a {mall fe­
~itious tnrty; not by a ftW dtfrtrad.es, who, 
to mend their fortuoes, would. embroil the 
llnte1-bttt by the LORDS and COM-

8 
• Johr. xxi. 2S· · 

MONS 
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M 0 N S of Eflllat~tl. It was they that almoft 
unanimoufly oppofed the king•s·meafores fer 
overturning the confiitotiofl, and changing that 
free and happy gll•ernment into a wretched, 
abfohite monarchy. It was they that when th~ 
king was about levying forces agai8fi his fob· 
jeel-s, in order to make himfelf abrolnte, com• 
miffioned officers, and raifea an army to de­
fend themfelves and the public : and it was. 
they tha:t maintained the war againfl him all: 
along, till he was made a p~ifoner. This is. 
indifputabte. Though it wa! ·not pro-perly, 
{peaking the parliament, but the army, which• 
put him to death afterwards. And it ought 
to be freely acknowledged. that moft of tl:xir 
proceedings, in order to get this matter effeCted;· 
and particularly the court by which the king; 
was at I all tried and condem\}ed, was a· ·little 
hetter than a mere mockery ofjuftice.-

The next lJUefiion which naturally arifcs, 
is, whether this rcfifiance which was made tO· 
the king b] the Parliament, was properly re• 

hellion, or not? The anfwer to which is plain,. 
ihat it was not; but a mofi righteous and glo­
rious, £land, made in defence of the natural and' 
kgat rights of the people, againft the unnatural• 
and illegal encroachments of arbitrary power. 
Nor was this a ralh and too fudden oppofition ... 
The nation had been patient under the o_p .. 

1? 6.. nreffionll; 

.. 
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pre,Aions of the crown, even to u11g{u_ffirinr; 
-for a courfe of many years ; and there was. 
ao rational hope of redrefs in any other way­
Refifiancc was.abfolutely oecetrary in order to 
preferv.c the nation from llavery, mifery and 
ruin. And who fo. proper to make thi~ re· 
fiRance as the lords and commons;.-- the 
whole reprefentative body of the Pc:ople ;­
guardians of the public-welfare ; and each o£ 
which was, in point of Jegillation, vefied \Vith. 
an equal, co-ordinate power, \Vith that of the 
crowa •? Here were two braoches of the le-

gifiature. 

• Tile E•gli.$·conftituti011' is originally and e~ 
fentially fm.. T.he cbaraaer, which J•li•s C.,fo,. 
and T'llcillls, both give of the ancient Britlli11s fo· 
tong a~o, is, That· they were extremely jeallt~s of 
rl:tir l' trties, M well at a people· of· a tn•rtial {pi .. 
rit. Ol' hare there· been waatiog freqacn~ in. 
fiances and proofs of the fame glorious fpirit (in 
botll r~fpetls) remai•ing in their poaerity ever fince, 
-in the ftruggles they have made for liberty,. 
both againft foreign and' domeftic tyranrs.­
Their kings hold their• tide to the throne, folely 
by grallt of parliament; i.e. in other words, by 
the voluntary co11fent o£ the fCOple~ . And, agrce..­
ably hereto, the prerogative and riglits of-the crown 
are ftated', delined and limited by Jaw; and that 
as truly and flrillly as the rights o£ any inferioJ 
offic~r in the fiate;· or indeed, of any privdte fub­
jefl. And it is OBly in this refpetl: that it can 
~e faid, t~at." the king can do no wrong." Be· 
1ng rcfiratoed by the lo&w, he cannot, while he 

conlincJ 
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giftature agaioft ont; -two, which had Jaw 
aod equity and the. con£Utution on their fide, 

again1L 

conines himfel£ within tb.ofe jail: limits.whic:h th& 
Jaw prefcribes to him as. the . meafure of his au­
thority, injure and opprefs the fubjea. --The 
king, in his coronation oath, fwears to ex~rcife' 
only foc:ll a power as the coallitution gives· him :.. 
and the fubj::a, in the oath. of allegiance, fwears 
only to obey him in the exercife of flich a power. 
The king is- as much bound by his oath, not ta 
infringe the le,al righu of the people, as the peo •. 
pie are bound to yield fobjeaioa. to him. From 
whence if follows, that 11 (oon as the prince fets 
himfelf above law, he·lofes dte· king .in the ty• 
~ant: he dou -&o all intents and· purpofes, on king 
bimfelf, by aaing out of, and beyond, .. tbat fpberc 
which the c:onftitution allows him to move in~ 
And in fach cafes, he has no more right to be 
obeyed, than any inferior ofticer who aas beyond 
JW commiflion. The fobjefu obligation to. alle,. 
gianc:e '"'" cea(es o( c:oulfe: and to reJift him, 
is no more rthtl!iotr,. than to refill any foreign in­
vader. Tlaerc ia aa effential di&;ercnce betwixt gc­
<tm·•mt•t and tyrllii"J ;. at leal· under fuch a. con­
ftitution as the Exglijh. The former confilh in 
ruling acc:ordin.a; ·to law and equity; the latter, 
in ruling contrary te Jaw and equitr. So alfo; 
there is· an elfential diftrenc:e betwixt refilling a 
tyrant, and rebel!ion; the fermer is a fuLl and rea. 
fonable felf defence; the latter conlitls in relifiiag 
a prince whofe adminillration is juft and legal ; and 
tbia is what denominates it a crime.-Now it 
ia evident, that king Charkls government wu i). 
legal, and very oppreffive, through the g:eatell part 
ef his reign : and, therefore, to refill him, was no 
more rebGllion, than to oppofe any· fOreign · iAva• 
licr., or uy other do~Jlic opprcffor. 
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aogaintl one which was apioofly attempting 
to overtart law and equity aod the cordlitutioo; 
~d to exercife a wanton licentious fvereignty• 
over the properties, confciences and lives of all. 
the people: -Such a fovtreignly, a! fome itH:on­
fiderately afcribe to the fupreme governor of 
the world·.-J fay, inconfiderately; becaufe· 
Cod himf~lf does not govern in an abfolurefy 
arbitrary and dt:fpotic tnanrier. The power of 
'his Almighty Kiag (I fpcak it not without 
caution aod revertnce ; the power of this Al­
mighty King)· is /il/.ittd hy law; ol>t itideed, 
by otis if ,_arlitmnnt, but by the eternal laws 
.f truth, wifdom and equity; aDd the ever­
lafiing tt.blts of right reafon;- tables that 
cannot be repEaled, or tbrtJWn down and hr1k111 
lske thore of Mofts. - Eat king Cborln fat 
himfelf above all thefe, as much as he did 
above the written laws of the realm;. and. 
made mert humour and caprice, which are no. 
rlJie at all, the only rule and meafure of his ad· 
minifiration. And now, is it not perfectly r-i· 
diculollS to call reliftance to fuch a tyrant, by 
the name of. r·tbdiion ?-tht gr•nd rthtlli'" I 
Even that- parliament, which brought king 
C,har/ts II. to the throne, and which run lo,aily 
llfarl, fcverely reproved one of their own mem· 
ber-s for condemning the proceedings of that 
parliament, which firfi took up arms agaiotl the 
forlllcr kiD&. And UfOD tile {ame principles. 

tllat: 



.,J Oa.TifODOXY Jh'llen. 327 
that th' proceedings of this parliament may be 
c:~furcd as "Wicked and rebellious~ the pro• 
ceedings of tbofe 'tVho., fince, oppofed king 
James II. and broDg~t the printc o.f Orar-ge to 
tbe throne, may be cenfured as~icked and re• 
l>ellious alfo. The cafes are parallc:I.-.8ut 
whatev.er fome lh~ may th!nl, it is to be hope" 
that, for their own fakes, they will not dare to 

fpeal againfl the RE.Vpt.UTION, upon the. 
ju!\ice and legality of which depends (in p:ut) 
his prcfent MAJESTY's right to the throne. 

If it 'be faid, that aitho'ugh the parliament 
which firft. oppofed king Charlts's meafures~ 
and at length took up arms againfi him, \Vere 
not gailty of rebellion ; yet certainly thofe­
perfolls were., who condemned, aod put hilll· 
te death; eveA this perhaps is not rr~. For 
he ftad, io fa&, uniting11J himfelf loog before. 
aud had forfeited his title to the allegiance of 
the 'people, fo that thofc who put him to death• 
were, at moLl, only guilty of m11rdtr; which. 
indeed, is bad enough, if they were really 
guilty of that~; (whkh is at leaLl difpntable.) 
Cr.tnWtJJ, and thofc Who were principally COD• 

cero~d ia the ( nqmi,al) king's d~ath, might 
poffibly have· bee11 very: wicked and dtfigning 
men. Not lhaU I fay any thing in •indication. 
of the rtigning h,on-ijy of thofe times ; or of 
CrtmtNII'a Dlale·admioifiraeion dariog tlle ;,. 

ttr• 
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,,.,.,l"um: (for it is tnlth, and not a partn 
that I am fpeakiog for.) But tlill it may be 
hid, that Cromwell and his adherents were not 
properly {peaking, · guilty of rde/lim; becaufc­
he, whom they beheacted, was not properly 
{peaking, their ling; but a lawltfi t!rant.­
Mach lefs, arc the wbole body of-th~ nation ·at 
that time to be charged·with·rebc:llioo ·on thllt 
account; for it wu no natio~t~~l all; it was 
aot done by a frtt parli~ment; And much 
lefs mu~ is the nation at prefent, to be cliuged 
with the great lin of rc:bellioo, for what their 
anajlm did", (or rather dtd NOT). a century 
ago. 

Bat · how came ·the annivn-for1 of king 
eharles'• death, to be folemniied as a djly of 
faffing-and humiliation?· The true anfwer·1n 
brief, to which inquiry, ·is, that this faA: was 
iofiitoted by way of tD•rl and C6mplimtnt to 
king Char/11 IJ. upon the rtj/mttiu. · Alt 
were derirous of making their court to him; 
of io~ratiating themfelves ; and of_making him 

.forg« ·what baa been dooc·rll oppolition to his 
.fother, fo as.aet-·to t'evenge it. To eWe& this, 
they· raG into the mofi· extravagant profe.ffions 
of affe&ioo and loyalty to him, iDfomuch that 
he. himfc:lf faid, that it was . a IIHid and hair­
kairud loyalty which they profeffc:d. And 
aaoagft other firaogc. thinss, which his 6r~ 

p~rliam~t 
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~rliamen.t did, they ordered the thirtieth o£. 
JP""a" (the day on.. which hi$ fath~:r ~as be'! 
headed) to be kept as. a day of folemo humill .. 
ation. to deprec.ate.the.judgmeots of-heaven foe 
the rebellion which the nation had been guilty 
of, in that whic;b was no national thing; 
and which was not rebellion in them that di4 
it-Thus they foothed and flattered their new 
kJng, at the expence of their liberties:- And· 
were ready to yield up fmly to Charles II. aU 
that enormous power, which they had ju(Uy re-: 
.fi:fted. Cbarlts I. {or. ufurpiog to hi&Ufelf,. 

The laft. query mentioned, was, _ WhJ thof~; 
of the epiftopal clergy, who are. very: high in .the: 
p,rinciples of ttclt.fi'!ftical authority, continue ro 
fpeak of this unhappy prince as a grtat faint. 
and a· martyr 1 This, we know, is what they_ 
~nftantly do, efpccially on the thirtieth of ja~ 
1111ary ;-a day. facred to the. ntoUing of him, 
and to the rtpr11ruhing of thofe who are. no.t of' 
the y/ahlijhed church. Out if tht jam1 m11uth on 
this day, prtumkth !Jitjfing and curjing•; there­
with hlrfs tbty their Gild, evm Charles, and 
therewith UJrfi thty the dHI'enters: And their 
t.1mgu1 can n11 man tanu; it is an u..nt'ulj roil;· 
full if deadly po.ifon. King Charles is, upon 
this folemnity, freq.~ently compared to. O\lr 

•- JaJQca ill •. 8, 9• .to. 
· tord1 
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Lord Jefus Chrill, both in refpefl' of the 1Jo.. 
/inifs of his life, and the greatnefs and in­
juftoice of his fuffn-i,rgs ; and it is a wond-er they 
do ttot add fomething concerning the mtrits of 
I\ is death alfo- But 1;/tjftd jai11t and r_tJ')"al 
martyr are as h tlm bte titles as ltD}' tbrt art 
thought worthy of him. 

Now this may, at firft view, well appear tt:J 

be a v~ry firange phA!nlmtnD7t, For king 
Charlts was rully a mao black wich guilt, and 
ladm with iflitjuity •, :u ap~rs by his crirnev 
before mentioned. He. lived a tyrant ;. and it 
was the oppre1lion and violeace of his reign, 
that btoeght him to h1s t)Qrime1y artd vlolt:n'l! 
end at' fait. Now wbat of faidtfhip or mar~ 
tyrdom i's there i'n all this l Wb-at of hillr­
fhip is there: m encouraging people to p,.ofan"l· 
the Lord's Day? What of faintlhlp in fallhoo~ 

. and perjury ? Wli:i"t of {aintlhip in repeated 
robberies and depredations? What of faintdiip 
fn tlirowfog real fai~ta, and aforious patriots 
into gabJt? What of Gtiodhip in OYerturniog 
an excellent civil coofiitutioo ?-arid proudly 
gratpiog at an illegal and moofirous power r 
What of faintfhip i"n the murder of thoufands 
of Innocent people ; and invofvlna a narii)D in 
all the caTamirlei of a civi.t war 7 And wnat of 

• ICiiah i. 4· 
mar· 

l 
I 
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.IBal'ty:rdom Is there, io a man's bringing an im· 
marure and violent death upon himfelf, by he­
i•g wiclttl ~tJerm11ch t? Is there any fuch 
thing as grace, without goodnefs? As being a 
follower of Chri!l without foHowing him ? As 
being his difciple, without learning of him to. 
be juft and beneficent? Or as faintfhip wirh~ 
out f!lntHtyt? If not, I fea:r it will be hard 
to prove this man a faint. And verily ono­
would be apt to fufpea, that that ,burch mutt 

t Eccle(. vii. 17. . 
t Is it any wonder that even per(one who cJo. 

ilot rfAJall 11fltr rbtlr 1Wn luj!J, thonlct ftoff al jucb. 
,Jili11tr as dtis, bock i1l ~ ftr.ft aad in tbe ~ "'.!,. 
e~~~en fn• l'rltrl~f'i'ng 11 w~rla)i•t1 z Pee. ih. l• .of1L 

· .;.... But perhaps it will be faid, that thefe thing. 
are MYSTERfE3, which (.tthoagh very true 
ill tllerafdvn) 14,'4l11Atr.flt~~~iiwgs canftot cempre>o 
hmd: or, Hldeed, any other p~!rf01U among I} -., 
llefides thofe who being INWARDLY MOVF.Il 
BY THE ROI}l GHOST have taken a trip 
ll4fr6fs t~e .tltltmk to· t>btam ijifioptll orHtzatroll and. 
IJw ;,Nt;blr dnzrllll1r- Howem, if t1\e:tt. tlllf"i4. 
•r11Uti go~.rkfiiPI do oor qAlite tlelpair oi 11" it it 
hoped that, in the abundance of theiJ tharity. they 
will endeavour to iUucidptt thefe· darlt points; and;. 
at ht {arne eime, e<xpl'aill tbe ctoeed of 41HI'br;> oF 
t..beir 1111'ne111 f.ittls, wbiob we are told, that n~ 
lefa we !Jeluve ftlitlifuiiJ, (i. e.) hJievina'J} w# 

ca11no/ !Jt /a'lltri: whiCh creed, (or rather riddle) 
flotWitblta11ding aR 1fle !abo an .of the pi11a-I --­
and metaphyjical Dr. Water/anti, remains fomewbat 
llliJJ/IIIlliuzJ ftill, 

be 
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he bat JNrlf .JI•detl w.ith faints and martj~~ 
which is forced to Adopt fuch.~normous 1inners 
jpto her ~a!l,•da1', i~ ord.er: to, {well th~ 
numbC1. 

Bul to unravel this m1fltry. if· {nMjmji as 
'lll(ell. as of) iniguity, which has already worlud 
for a long titrU amongfi us •; or, at lcaft, te 
g.ive the mofi .probable folqtion of it; it is te 
br. remeiilberCJi, that kiog Charles~ this h11.~ 

··lfgue upon faintlhip ~tnd martyrdom, though 
fO great-an opprefl'or, was a true friend to die­
Church ;-fo true a friend to her, that he was 
very well aJFeaed towards the r1man cath11iia ; 
and would probably hue been very willing to. 
unite L11111•11h and_ Rome. This appears by 
hjs marrying_a t-cue daughter of that true mo~ 
ther if harhtst ;. which he. did with a difpenfa.., 
tion from the· P•pe, that fupreme B~SHOP;. 
to whom when he wrote, be gave the' title- of 
MOST HOLY FATHER. . His queen--. was 
extremely big9tted to all the follies· and fu­
perfiitions, and· to the hiwarchy of R,,.,; and 
had a prodigious afcendency_ over him all his 
life. It was, in part, owing to this, that he 
(probably) abetted the mafl'acre of· the pro­
tefiants in lrtland; that he affified in ex.tir­
ptting the Frmch protefiants at R~&htlle ; that 

... ~ Thelt ii. 7· t. Rey, xyjj, )• 
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Jle ·aJJ along encouraged papijls, and popilhly 
affeaed clergymm,' in preference to ·au other 
perfons, ·and that 'he upheld that moofter 
of wick-ednefst AllCHBISHOP LAUD, and 

. the bilh6ps of his ftamp, in aU 'tb"eir church ty­
ranny and diabolical cruelties. fn retutn to his 
lindnefs and indulgencdn which refpet!h, tbey 
caufed many of the pulpits . throuAhaut the 

· nation, to"ring With the divine abfolute, inde­
fea1ible ·tight of 'kings; 'with ·the praifes of 
Char/1~ and his reign ; and with 'the damnable 
fin of refiftiog the LDrd's anDinted, let him do 
what he would. So that not Chr!JI, but 
Charles, 'Was cOitlmooly preached to the peo­
ple.-In pl11in E1tg/ijh, there feems to have 
been an impious bargain ftruck llp betwixt the 

. ftepllr and the furpliu, for 1:nfiaving both the 
hDdies and fouls of men. The king appeared to 
be willing that the clergy fhould do what they 
would,-fct up a monllrous hierGrchy like that 
of RDmt,-a montlrous inquifition like that of 
Spain or Portugal,--or any thing tlfe which 
their own pridet and the devil's malice, could 
prompt them to: prD'Uidtd alwaJs, that the' 
<Clergy would be IDols to tJle crown ; that they 
would· make the people believe, that kings had 

·'God's authority for breaking God's law; that 
they had a commiffion from heaven to feizc the 
eftates and lives of their fubjctls at pleafure1 
aad that it was a damDablc .fin to re.fifi them. 

6 ~n! 

.. 
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·c~c:o when they d1d fuch t.bja1s as cleiavecl 
'Qlore than damnati9n-This appears.to be cbe 
true key tor (;Xplaioiog the mlfleri. .. s do.&tiao 
'Of king C• •rils's flintfhip ••cl. m;v·tfrG.f:w. ·He 
wa.. ... a taint, not becau!e he .WrJs io his life a 
.sooo m.an, but a goad chJJTthnrtlll; DOt b~ufc 
b.e was a lo.ver of htJ.i.~,fs but the !»IITilrth,,; not 
becau(e he W.ll$ a frie.o.d to Qr¢, bm the 

· crtlji. 1\nd he was a mar.tyr iD his ~t\1., n!)t 
becap,fe he bravely {offered death in the c,ap{f 
-of .truth and righteou(o.efs, but bec•ufe b,= d.i.ed 
a,o CDCIDf to liberty- and the rig.bts oi co•. 
f~iepce; i. e. ®t g~cau(e ,lle died ao o.nt~ to­
fin, but di.fftnltrs. F.or thefe rcafOQs it is tbat 
~1 b~otted clergyme~, and fofiends to ~hllKh· 
power, paint this man as a faint io his life, 
though he was fucb a mighty, f11ch a ""1'1/ 
f•nu; and as a martyr .ia bis death, thougb 
he fell a facrifice only to his own amb~tion, 

avarice, and unbounded lull: of power. And 
from proll:ituting theit praife upon king Chor/a, 
ud offering him that inceofe whkh is not his 
due, it is na,ural for them to make a tran­
fition to the dHfenten, (as they <:ommonly do) 
aod to load them with that reproach which 
they do not deferve ; they being generally 
profeffed enemies both t<1 civil and ecdeliall:ical 
tyranny. We ar.c commonly cllarged (upon 

. tbe thirtitth of Ja'lll•ry) ·witb the guilt of -ptlt· 
liog the Jdog to doatb, ~nder a ootion that it 

· was 
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'CN9 our an<:e.fiors that did it ; l¥!d .fa ~c ar.• 
T_qu-efented in the hl11ckc:fi cQlou.rs., not 0oly as 
fc.bifmatics, but 4lfo as trai.tQrs ll.~d rc;Rels ~114 
all that is bad. A.lil.d thefe /tJj~y a~tiQmCQ 
'Ufulllly ran upon this head, in fuch a mann~ 
as plainly lhews, that they are either groily 
·ignorant of .the hUlory of thofe dines which 
'Uley fpeak of; or, Wihich is worfe, that they 
ac-e guilty of the m;oft lhamuul prevaricaticw • 
.Gander and faHhood.-But e.v.ecy ~ty pri(/1 .. 
with a roil ~nd a gtJWn, thioks be muft do 
fomethiog in imitation of his luJt«s in IMu, 
·and fuew himfdf 1\ tnu fm of the cburcb : . 
And thus, thr0ugh a fo<llith ambition to ap .. 
pear con}idtr-flhle, they anly render thcmfelvee 
•!lnltmp~Ue. · 

Bot fuppofe o11r fore-fathers did lUll thek 
J110CR faint and martyr a cc:ntury ago, what is 
that to us now? If. I mill:ak~ no~, thefe gen­
tlemen generally preach do,~n the do8rioe of 
the imputation of Adam_'s jin to his p'!fterity, as · 
abfurd aQd unreafonable, notwithll:anding they 
bave folemnly fubfcribed wha~ is equivalent to 
it io thtir own articles· if religion. And there­
fore one would hardly expeCt: that they would 
lay the guilt of the king's death upon uf, al­
though our fore-fathers had been the only au- · 
thors of it. But this conduCt: is much more 
furprifing, when it does not appear th~t our ' 

ancefiors' 

~ I 
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· dceftors had any more hand in it than tbeir 
IWn.-However, bigotry is fufficient to ac• 
ctlnnt for this, and many other phenonu1ltl: 

· which caanot be accounted for in any othet 
way • 

.Although the o_bfetvation of this anni'Utrja,., 
fcems to have been (at Jeafi) fuperfiitious in its 
wigin•l; and · although it is often abufed to 
very bad parpofes by the eflablUhed clergy, as 

·they fene themfelves of it, to perpetuate firife, 
a ·party f pirit, and divifions in the · chrifiian 
church ; yet it , is to be hoped that one good 
end will be anfwered by it, quite· contrary to 
their intention; ·it is to be hoped, that it will 
prove a fianding mtmtntfJ, that -/JrilfJIH will not 
be j/O'IJts; and a warning to all corrupt coun­
feltots and min!Jfm, .aot to go tO() far in advi­
fiog to arbitrary defpotic meafures.-

To conclude: Let us all Jearn to be frt,, 
and to be loyal. Let us not profet's ourfelves 
valrals to the lawlefs pleafure of any man on 
earth. But Jet us remember, at the fame 
time, government ·i~ facrld, and not to 'be 
trifod with. It is o~r happinefqo live under 
the govermbeot of a Prince, who is fatisfied with 
ruling according to Ia:w; as every c;>ther gfJ1d 
prinu ·wm-... We ·enjoy under· his admini!l:ra­
tion all the liberty that is proper and expe­
dient for us. It becomes us, therefore, to be 

coiitentect, -
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contented, and dutiful fupjeas. Let us priz~~ 
our freedom ; bat DOt 11fi '*r libtrty fir a ' 
&Jolt If molici•tifntfs •. There arc men who · 

· ftrike at libtrty under the ·term lictllti•ufntfs. 
There arc others who aim at pop11lority under,- . 
the difguHe of llltrMifm. Be aware of both. -
Extrtmtl are dangerous. There is at prefent 1: 

amongft us, perhaps more danger of the 111tt1r · 
than of the formtr. For whioh reafon I would\ 

· eKho~t you to pay all due r~gard to the-go• · 
•ernment over us; to ·tho KING •and all in'· 
aathority ; and to !tad a fUitt -ild pttmohlt , 
lift t.-And while I am'fpcaking of loyalty to-~ 
oar· t11rthly prince,. fuffer me jtlft to put you in · 
mind to be Joyal alfo to the· fuprem~ RULER • 

·' of thi: ooiverfef !Jy wlnm lings rtigtt, and prinm 
· tl«rtt jujlittt.;. To wbich'·king eternal-, im- · 

mortal,. invifiblf; ·CYOD to the ONLY WISE : 
OOD I; be all hOnour and·' praifc, DOMI- -
NION aDd • thaakfgiYing, through JESUS·~ 
OHIUST. our LORD. AMEN; .. 

• r Pet. ii. 16; t 1 Tim. ii • .a. ·t Pror. viii. 1 )'• . 

I• Tim. i •. '7• .. 



-



The M A N N 1! It. of 

•c 0 N S E C R. A T l O. N 
··- OF TH-E 

B I' S H 0 P S. 
JN 

D ·u B L I N, · 

By the Lord Primate in the"year 166o.· 

W HE'R E A.S we ha.yc tbought'fit to 
appoint the 27th o~ this ioft~~;tl 
]an1111r1 I~. for the coofecra• 

ti011 of bilhops ; to the aad therefore that the; 
fam~ q,ay be fo ordered, u decency. and the 
digaity of fo holy ao office Rlall require ; we 
haYe tbought fit, by the advice of our brethreQ 
the bHbops, who arc to afiift in that facred ad­
mioiftratioo, and with whom we have coofulted 
io that bch.al{, te -order, ' 

That at-~ o'clock ln the aonaiag of th9 
(aid day, the lords bUbops elea clo at&aad· u .. 
at tbc deaD of Chrift chnr<lh his tloufe, and 

•· Tht'editor- cma6dc;ra thlt fmall piece a.s a pre-
. Jatk comment on the words of ChriP 1 "'J li,?do, ;, ' 
1111 ~ tbis tf»R'Ii; a&ld aa fuch it is here publi&ed. 

Q_l &bat 
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that all the bifbops confecrators be there alfo ill 
their corocrcd caps, rochcts and chimers. 

That notice be-gi•en. to the- faid deans of the 
two cathedral churches of D11bJin, that the1 
li.ke•e arc apeaed to. attend at the fame time-. 
-and place in their for~alities. 

That ~e faid deans PefpeC\ively ~aU give: 
erders to the tfignitarics, P,rebeadaries., canons1 

.retit·canons, vicars, choral; and 'cborifters, thae 
ahcy do attend at thefame hour, in their refpe~­
tJ'\re formalities in tbe body of Chrift·church. 

That tt e Ylce-cbancellor, or pro· vice-chancet­
ror of the uniyerfity, all dbaors of divinity, anct 
fi>f the law, as alfo all the minifters·snd civilian> 
in. this city, with the whole uni\'erfity, do like.;. 
wife repair thither, fo far as they can conveni"• 
cndy fur.nifu themfelves with gowns and forma­
)ities to· their. · refP.eaive office$. and dignities 

apperta~ning_. _ . . 

'That thurder ofpromtiJ;g !Jnu f•U.Ws t 

. Tbat the purfuinnt of the court of preroga ... 
tiJe, and the apparator general bare-headed. 

·'The verga& of the !aid two. cathedrals. alfo 
.rc headed. 
:·· The chorifier~ two- and two, and. the reft' of 
'the procedents alfo iA order, two and two u 
iOUowetb. 

Vicars 'boAls. 
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mu1 Oa.Taoooxv follien; s-t-• 

Petit-canons. 
P,cebeodarics. 
Dignitaries. 
The faid two deans. 
The bifhops eJea in their albs. 
The lord primate's gent. ufher,and fecretary 

~re-headed. · 
The J.i,rd primate. . 
The other bifhops coafecJ'Itors two aad two. 
Tbe beadte of the aeiver6ty. 
The vice-chancellor, or pro-vice·c.haocelor1 

aud provoft. 
Deans and dollor.s two and two. 

· That the abovefaid orders may proceed with 
a filent, folemn, and flow S»aced gravity, until 
the time of entrance into- the weft·ptct of St. 
Patricl's church, where the vican and chorif­
~rs_ are to proceed tinging into the choir, and 
-drere continue lioging the· tt· tlm111, accompa­
nied with the orgtn, until the arcbbilbops, 
bUbops, and the reft of the principal precc­
fleats fhall be placed: aDd fi:ated ia theit r .. · 
f~ive ftalls. · 

• TMt the office of morning prayer be folalo• · 
J, cclebralld by the deao of the faid chorda• 
Which ended, Dr. Jw. Y'ayur, lord biQwp 
•le~ of DIW~r,.'dcfigned to preach the c•mi•·atl 
cllrum, is to afcend the. .pulpit datiDj the ling· 
~of ftr fJtni nl6i1. 
~ · l Thu 
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. That after the faid bilbop bath encfed hie 
fctmon, he be conveyed bytbe verger.tobisllall· . . . 

That upon his lordlbip's defcent· from the 
pulpit aD andmn be· fang. 

That from the end of tbe anthem. the voice. 
of t~ organ be heard; aad CQDtiuod. uptil 
tltc: lorcl prhtu.:- aed t:hc other ~~ ~o 
are to confecrate,. afcz* into U. eodofbre 
wiabiR th rail-. ~ad ¥2iHWhall ~ ; ac 
leafi till the noife, whicb may be oc~oned bJ.-
&he ufaal moibt!cif· tile. ptottl~ fu>aul¥:if places 
.t'ter f~rmoo, jha}J ceafe. 

T:hat af.ta the: pdalate llld bialops C:QD• 

f.:rato" afc fatM iD- thclr cllails, aAd ~ 
bad of tlte. orgaoa c:®t.inaing. U.. vicar·ge• 
ocral (u fcnt by. •he faid primate) is to go tQ 

tlfl lords e1ca, il'tiag ill their ftalls, aoci fO 
with tk daft w St •. Pa.lri,j to conduB: dacil: 
lorcUbip~ to the eadofare •. flld these to raoa­
ttaca hi tbeir Order a.:cordiog as cUrta»n W 
be given by the primate. 

Tlaat tbea t.bc otiee of ~afccraili)n De ce­
lebrate4, wbicll Clllded, the aothem tG dw ,.r­
pofe compo{ecl·by tlae dean.of St. Pt~tricl's, fl'­
led fllllllt M'* #JitMttltJI"' Q.;_, QTfiii(J., bo 
tug as it lacrc feltow&Q. 
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. . . •h• aftw' '" IMifitrMil-.. 
., I 

Treble • 
.Mw tbatl~t Lord btlth rtdllvan&'Jtht trDwn, 
Whith tbirjl tfftoiJ lllllifrantitz.talthrtW do.u.;11. 

Tenor. 
Now tbar tht l.wtl tf,, mitrt h11s rlj/or'J, 
IYhith with tbt ~'w" laJ i11. tD! ~ flhll."' tl. 
Treble-Pr•!fo him 11 lillts 1 CbW111 flit · 
Teoor-Praifi him 1' twitfis 5 .fine 

CUr] ID Chrifl DIN" high priljl, hit~fllint~ . 
. . 

Treltle. 
MIIJ JIH/IIh'l r,M fi'IITtjiUI Ji- t/,.;, 

Teaor • 
. J44tAuon's hiiJ.rllljliiJ~ HM-. 

Treble aDd TcQOI. - .... 
.&,put tm4 ml r11lt fiill. tnultuilk ''" J.w!-A 
· And th,fi tuh.- G11d.t11Ui•s foil"' r,dt, iall) 
MIIJ /wt,ptlltt, plm!J, flltlit m crown aruJJJ4v 1 
Anti ma1 /nth Jl:art ;, bkJ!illfs 111 ;, '""· 

Chons. 
-.A,gtiiiHl diWII, 1111tl j•J to ftt, 
Lilt that abwt, 11 IIIMarch, • 

. 4,nttk1Hi .thrun,· IIU ,ifiJ ~o fl~ ; 
Lib that ilhvt, till bi,rarthJ. 

That 
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Jfs fw the rtndiftg of the chut"ch, we haw many rta­
Jons to think it is net that wfJich ye labour to p_re• 
t~ent,fo much as the rending of your _pontifical 
jltews: Th_atfchifm would be the fore/ffchifm t• · 
JOII• .1\'l J!. TON, 

Neither can'religion mei'Vf 01f! wound hy difgract 
thrown upon the preiates,jmct religion and thty 
fur ely were 11t'Vtr mfuch amity. They rather art 
the men who ha'Ve WIJUndtd religion, and the;,.-
firipes mujl heal her. IDEM. 
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T 
TO THE 

E 

R:ev-erend Dr. S N A P E, • &c. 

RJ.vermd S I R, 

S INC E writing letters in print to :r 
friend, is fo much in falhion, I hope I 
lhall not incur your difpleafure, if I rurr 

in with the herd of thofe, who, following: 
your footlleps, have with the utmoll familia· 

• rity addrefs'd themfdves to their fuperiors: 
snd, though but a country curate, prefume to 
apply myfelf to you, who are at prefent one of 
the mofi renowned champions of our diflrifld 
thurch, which has been fo violently attack'd o£ 

! late, by men whofe interejl as well as profeffion:.. · 
lhould have led them to defend htr. 

• Thefe two·tetters to Dr. Snapt have been ge~ 
nerally afcribed to Bithop Flttlw~tul: and the late 
Dr. Birch, a gQOd judge in thefe m;ltters, told me­
that he always undedlQOd Bifuop Flttt·wHdto have 
been the author i but that Dr. Herring's timidity 
made him omit them in the calleclion of th~ 
Bilhop'a works. 
VOL. III. - A... Wo• 
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We-all fc;e how the has been torn and man-­
gled of late, how her power hath been que .. 
ilion' d, her honour debafed, and her true gran­
deur viJify•d ; aod all this hath been done, 
only to-make way for: uwnal reafon and bar~ 
rtligion; as if po',Ver, honour and rkhes were 
no elfential part of our church. 

J t is true, reafon a ad rtlig,iDn are very goo~ 
things, when tocked up amoogfi the Arcana of 
a churcb; but when they come to be once pro· 
1lituted t~ the ~aods of the ·'flu/gar, they ar-o 
the mo11: d~ogerous iafiruments of its .-uin. 
Then wi.Jl the foHp begin to judge of thm 
jhtpbmJs ferDl.OllS, and calllng loudly for their 
hiblu~ pretend to be their own interpreters; 
and this detefiable liwue thall be commended 
'Under the fpccious name of chrijiian Jilmty~ 
Qur great adverfary the bUhop oLBallgQF•_ 
hoping to get all the fanatics on his fide, and 
•hereby more effetl:ually accompli!h his perni_; 
cious de!igos againfi 11r, has trump'd up this. 
doCtrine of jumhi11g the firipturt, and fubmit­
'ing our confcimu to ntJ man's dirttfion. Ta 
fupport which hmfy, De teJls us, ' that no fet 
'of men (not even the clergy whom we very 
'jufily call the church) have any authority to. 
' direfl the confciences of men; that Chrifi is 

- • king in his own kingdo~ and that QO power ' 
con earth can add by·laws to the laws or 

c Cb.rift ~ 
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c Chrift; and that ,.to ad4 fanfiions, rewards. 
cor p~nifhmeqt~ tp his l~ws4 is to d~thronc · 
' Chrift; that we priefts are not by difJine rigbt, 
' but only a laudable humane inllitution ; and 
' that oqr dah.a fO our Jacmlotal powm by 
'aQ tlflintvrMJIIJ [~~tc'./fW~~t fr:OP..l ~~e a-poilles,, 
• is a dW!lcra 5 th~t our eJCCQ"mQllkatlons flrc . 
' idle terrors of ~ll ; -~ th4t th' l~tity may 
' go t<> he.a:veo withoQt . opr i.ntervemion, 
• without b111tjil of dn-o.' .If this be oot 
wrcftipg out of ~r hands the very leading­
fuiags of tb~ !airy, and at once de.ftroying the 
power oi the clergy, if this bt oot making th• 
church ~ Chriji a Balul, and hiS kingdom a· · 
r~m of confufien,. 1 kBow not , wh;at is. 
Thus does a . govcraor of our cliurcb thew ' 
himfelf lefs 7.calous for her, than the fllver• 
"'iths at Ephifus were for th~it- Diana; whiHl 
they cry. Gm.lt is the goJtiefi if th1 Ephefians• 
lie cries, s,4/J is thl power of tiN church of 
England. However fmce your great ji!f are 
pleafed to enter che lifts againtl llim, lince 
you' have be~o follow'd by fuch an a~le fecoo<l 
as the della of Clicht}hr, and fiQce Mr. Law 
has laid down his plan of chur&h power, to the: 
utter c.onfufion of the new her~fy ; I !halt llOl 
fear to throw in fome few of my. allfwer$ 
to the biibop's arguments; which 1 w.iU vtn­
ture to fay no one has handled with more: 
iceedoiD, nor declared. tllcmfel~s a&~nfi w~ 

A .s more 
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more fincerity, nor has any one fpoke out: 
the fentlments of the orthodox prieLlhood. 
wjth more chriLlian zeal. 

Fitll _then, the bllbop afltrms, that DUf' 

church has n~t an:t pDWtr ID odd by-laws tD the 
laws ~ Chrffl.· I would fain know whether 
he doth· not allow; that any little -btJdy P•liti& 
hath a power to make bJ·lawt for their own 
honotH", profit or fafety ; iffo, fhall not our 
cbzmh or dtrgy, a-!JodJ the·moft pDiitic in the-­
world, .be permitted to have a poor privilege,, 
which is not deny'd to the pettieLl borrough,. 
or to the meaneLl corporation l Tbat our bi .... 
fhops, deans, .ardldeacons, and thereft of oun 
hretbren, whofe reYenoes exceed, tbofe of all ~ 

the b~diu ;tDrporatt io. Eng/apd, fbould not bQ 
admitted to an. equality with. any other fett of, 
prophane l.aymen, who ar~ filled, mayo..r, alder- . 
men atld coiiJIIIon.coun&il, fecms to me not oniJ,. 
blafphemous, but even ridiculoua to affirm., 
Oh! poor chur.ch, to.what low ebb· art tho'IJ, 
reduced?· 

In the fecond 'place, the blthop affirms, thtJt :. 
tD add fanllions of this world to the laws of· 

( Cbrfj1, is to ail·again.ft Chrfj1, for his lingdotn. 
is not: of this world. I- muft alk· the bUhop . 
another queOion here, and that is, Whether in , 
the time of Chrift and his apoLlles, men were. 
llOt aiB.itted, for their want. of faith, and· for~ 

their; . 
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tfleir fins; by corparal and temporal punillr­

. ments from heaven; fuch as 11/intlnifs, lamtntfl~ 
pa!fy, Bee? ·I tbiak, from our Saviour's· com.­
mon phrafc in curing thefe ia6rmities,-thy .finr. 
11r1 forgiwrn th11, that it plainly appears tbao­
thefe were temporal punifhments for fin : and ' 
y~t no one can affirm that thefe temporal punifh­
ments were a bar to. the eternal ones. So now in. 
thechrifiian. difpenfatioo, corporal puoilhments · 
aad temporal oifcouragements may be annexed. . 
to the want of faith, nd to-the commiffion of 
particul•r fins, and yet no · way interfere with 
the eternal chafiifements referved for fioners in . 
t1t1othn- world. And indeed, -as the punifh· 
ment of fin here on earth . has by the greatefi · 
divines been .believed to be an alleviation of it · 
hereafter, I c:aDOot fee but 'that claifiian cha· 
rity and ·common humanity .. teach us to fall · 
heavy upon all· injdtls, filJifmalics and he;ttiu, 
and to. perfecute them with the utmoll rigour ·· 
out··of mere good nature: at leafi ·,~ie cannot ­
blaQ~e thofe of our brethren that all upon fo , 
good a principle. · 

Thirdly, The bilhop denies,. 7'hat any fiit '· 
of mm can haw a p_owtr O'lltr other mens confi·i· · 
encn, or tha~ they can interpret tht laws ifCbrijl . 
autho,itativtly for any ont, for -no church ir ;,. 
fa11ihlt. ln· anfwer ·to this affertion, l Chall ! 

d<!'al more fincerely with the-prelate than any· 
ofhis ~ntagonifis have done; and own at once, . 

A .6 . dnt 
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that I thiGk G'&lr dturc:h is i11ftJiubk. Aocl 
though at this momeat you may think I fay 
too much, yet I fhall ill its proper place prove 
that you haTe faid the fo111t thing, and theo I 
am fun: I need oot fear my beiag ia an error. 
To return to the thing in queftion. I readily 
agree with the bidlop, that it would be aon­
fenfe io terms to fay that a church that was 
Jallihll ~ould att it~faiiWy. Which if a eh~~rcb 
cannot do, lhe caaaot pretend to impofe bcr 
interpretatioa of Chritl's laws opoa others,. 
becaufe they may be io the right and 61• 
in the wrong. And indeed though no churcJ, 
bUt the Rom•n has daimed infallibility ia 
'lt.Jords, yet none in the \YOrld but claims it io 
fall. To cooviftce mankind of this truth, I 
defy any one to thew me an infiance of a 
thurch, that hath acknowledged itfdf in aa 
error. Did not the fymd of D~tt proceed 
every whit .as vehemently againft the lflinn-ity 
(which is in other words the herttiu) as the 
coiuuil o{"Yr1111? Indeed they had not fo 
many mgintS of this WDT Jd at their Command, 
but they feemed to have a fpirit to have fet as 
many at work. I have known many worthy 
men· who have believed the infallibility of a 
general ccuncil; nay all pious chrifiians do en­
tirely fubmit to the decrees of the four fidl: 
gentral cou>~cils, as i11fillible. And why a 
divine of the ,burch of EP1gland, may not al-. 

low 
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Joy the coiiWCatillf i".ffl//i!Ji/ity, I knO'I not., 
For my own part, I fee no abfurdity ia allow· 
ing, tiMt when ;m aff•IJ '.f r1gularly lrtitzi•tfl. 
tliYJilftS mtll to !ftablijh a tl4lirinal pDint, there 
ma1 he 011 ittjalli!Jit .JPirit prt}int, direlling th1 
rt.folrtti••s· if tht majwiiJ. Omitting all the 
cloud of witned'"es, which I could bring from 
the fttthtrs. from the mmcils, and from the 
,,pe's declarations, to evince this matter, I 
Jhall only mention that wife llrtitlt in the dt­
crm of the council of 'rrent, of which fathn' 
Pttul gives us an account: That all fic•lars 
,.gbt ID ,.miw thlll iotlri111 of faith which ;, 
git~m tiHM ly th1 chl4rch, vitho•t difputing ,. 
tbinli,g fartiNr ahDut it. . And among the 
'Tbtfrs propounded by the 7tfuitr to be main­
hilled in their public hall at C/mn,t, there 
were thcfe two remarkable ones. 

Thefts XIX. \ Y'htfo XIX. . . 
• Chr!ftum •4 ~bus we acknowledge 
tta caput ' llgtrl- Cbntl: to be the head ohhc 
ftiaru., at illifll church, that at his depar-: 
,.,1;111111, ''"" ; ture. into heaven, when he 
ttzli ahiit, pri- was no longer to govern ~ 
mum Pttro dtin- church in perfon, he com­
it fumjforibu mitted the government of it 
tjl4s commiftrit, to his apol\le Peter, and theb 
t!l ean.t1tm fUO"' to his fuccdl'ors, in \Vhom he 
ipft hahuil infal- lodged the fame powtr's even 

u- of 
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/;,;Jitattm c6nuft·~·of infallibility, which werer 
ri-, quDiits ex ca- veiled in himfelf, as often··• 
tludra loquuntur. ~hey fpeak from the chair. 

Theus XX. Yhtjis XX. 
Dotur ergo in There ia therefore in tho 

l&elejia contra-. church an infallib!e judge of. 
ruerjiarllm. fitieJ faith cvee wlthout a generalr, 
j._udex inJallibi/is, coun~U; 
ttiam extra c~n· 

cilium gen.eralt. 

And-now· gille me leave, worthy dolt or, tG, 
quote a p~ragraph ost of yaur • firft letter· 
tolhe bilhop, wherein you thui -acknowledge 
Chrift to be the head •of the church. At hif 
dlpprture.jntfJ httlV111, whm he waJ ntJ. longer 1•-• 
govtrn his church in pt,rfon, he.pr.ovidtd. for tlu · 
good governmmt of it hy others, wh:m he commif­
Jirmed to baar. ru/1 o1fd authority over hisfuhjeflr, . 
'lube his viNttrenll, to ali in his "a me emd )lead, . 
·411d io ptrpttuote of~tcctjfion of men; thro' all tbe 
fuccuding agu in the world, in U'bom tht. fame 
powers -j}mtld be- lodged; .- and tho' he made nr.JU . 
tif th1m in[alliblt, &c. 

Now tho' at fitftlight this may.-feem to be 
a.total renouncing .any title to infqllibilit;·, yet 
lJhall in iti p~opc;r place, lhew that y()u mean . 

no.. 
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aothiog tefs. · This therefore may by·• int~~­
t'icus reader be taken for a tranfcript f-rom the 
ghojlly fathm above-mentioned,. but to a critical­
eye will appear. to be a great improvement o~ 
their narrow fclleme, which confines the fuc­
ujfion to one armed chair. A poor local buli­
~fs! If we UDderfiand one another, this, 

, Dr. Snape, il your· meaning, That when Chrijt 
f!lelll to./Hflflltl,. JH.prf'Uidtd for th1 gHd .gD.vern. 
melll of hii church hy othm~ 'b.t is,. by his 
twelve apofiles, (at the head of whom, he 
placed St. Peter) whom he ccmmijforud to ex­
pound his laws, to hear rule and authority over 
his fubjells, (even over our. fellow-fubj~fu • 
tie fallen angels, whom they often cafr forth . 
.and difpo.ffifs'd cf their fajlntffis) to /11 his tJice• 
prent.t to ail in his .name and.jlltld ;. a power· 
which they could never have prefumed .to ex, 
crcife~ had they · not for that purpofe been· 
made injallibu by the Hcly GhDjl. However, 
as they. were not made immortal, it was nece(­
fary for. the prefervation of tbc church, that · 
when thefe. af~ks w~nt to heuen themfelves,. 
they fbould leave. others in. their rmn to per-." 

. form their funllicns in the church, that fo there · 
might be.a ptrp~rual fuccejjicn ofmen, thro' all 
ft~ccuding ages, in wbom..the famo powers (if · 
illfallibility, 'Uit~~rtncy; and the like) were tc I" 

._SIIIIpbfccond.lettcr, p, 43• ·· 

.. 
' 
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ufit6il: Datr trgo infalli.ilis tDntmJe,.[1111'11111 

.ftdei judeJt. That it, we havo itifaJiibi/iiJ 
fomewhere, and fome· how or other lldttti io 
our church. F oc what ligni-fies an tt11interrl#p­
te4 fuutjfim from the ato/}lls, if their /t~.mffirs 
are notvefted with the SAM£ PoYEJl.s which 
they had l But why do I caU wm.fou'.lfors, 
fince they can have no right to be filled fuch, 
unlefs they hne the SAM• Powns? Will 
any one fay that a doge is or caft be properly 
faid to JucwJ a mDifflrth 1 Though be fhould 
pretend to ftt Oft the fame throne, and to put 
on the fame drefs and pageantry with the king 
that preceeded ; yet if he does not fucceed to 

' the ltgal autbwity. 11ntl "'"'"' a man filaU as 
Coon perfuade me that ll!jop's btoj/ in the lion's 
Dtin was what be pretendecl to be, H that 
fuch a doge can continue the fuuejJIOn of a ml­
flllrchy. So that to deny infallibility 1:0 our 
church, is at once to defiror its whole tide to 
an uninlwrupuJ fom./fton frDm the t~p'.flks ; it is 
taking away the tiivint rigbt if epifcopacy; it is 
dimini!hing or rather (( fear) abrogating aU 
cburch.autharity, by founding it upon the poor 
ficular hafts of a decent human injlitutian. This 
may ferve to thew the danger and folly of 
difclaiming infollibitity. 

Jconfefs at the end of that paragraph, which 
I aheady citcci ouc of your fiiji lttt#r to the 

bi1hop, 
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bHhop, you fay that IH (Chrift) 'math none if. 
thtm (the apolHes fucceJfors) ijallihle. Thit 
the world has underftood to be fayin,, thllt 
lhiJ had antl ihat tley hatl nat the fame pi'Ulerl 
tuith the opgfl/es, in the fame breath. Such · 
exprdlions in the bij!Jap mull: indeed hav• 
pafs'd for grofs ~onfenfe, becaufe. that he, be­
ing unacquainted with our ehuK&h-la&ic~, cotlld 
not have brought himfelf oJF. But I will u~~ 
dertake that, thro' the help of fame nic, 
diflineHons, you lhall appe.u very· confitleot, 
with all us true fons of the church, and whic~ .• 
is harder yet with . your owa folf. · For it it. 
plain, that you do not any where alfert that 
the fwctjfors of the opojlbs are llbt infalliblt~ 
bot that he (Chrifi) madtmne '.fthemfo. Now 
every one knows that injallibiliJy was the gift 
of the Holy Gh#, a confiderable time after 
CIJr!fl wat afcended into heaven. And fince 
we are, nose of us, Arians, (as many of the: 
bilhop•s frieMs are) but do allow a difiincHoa 
of perfons in the Trinity, it is evident that you 
affirm a truth, when you fay, Chrf/1 madt no114 

'.fthem infallible. Thus may you fee how, by a 
fubde difiinClion kept in Pelto till a time of 

. need, we can avoid the charge of nonfen(e and 
contradi~Hon. A liberty ne\'tr communicat­
ed to the laity; as being a right only annexed · 
to the indelible charael:er. And indeed, wo 

. fc;ldom fail of making IUc of o~fri"illfl ~for 
whell 
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when we write for prottjlantifm we never 
forget to tacl a popijh falvo, and when we 
write for pop~ty, we put in ·a prot!flimt falvo. 
In which art of writing, our good friend the 
dean has difcovered a moll admirable talent. 
Jl'r~m what has been faid, it niaoifeftly ap­
pears, that you never really declared again£! 
infallihility, as the generality of readers thought 
you did~ But, worthy dOCtor, your f(emiog 
fo!'Uo, I confefs, was very prudently fub]oined 
to your claim of apeflolical p1wers, that thereby­
{as you • term it) our cla~m might appear the 
more INNOCENT. For thofe fuperficial 
readers, the laity, lhould we be fo imprudent 
as to claim ful/nefs of power and infa//ihi/ity at 
the fame time, (tho' the one does necelfarily 
include the other} might be fo alaPmed and· 
provoked, as to deny us both. NO; Sir, let· 
us but _get our power once con4i.rmed, and we 
fhall not aik any body leave to be. irifa!Jible .. 
For we fee that the power of our fecret friend 
toe pope, does not fo much confift in his infal~ 
/ihility, as his infallihiliiJ is built on his p'wer. 
Thus, Sir, tho' our church politics utterly for­
bid us to fpeak out, unlefs we are dro~e to a. 

pinch ; yet you yourfelf, as well as all other. 
true churchme~, do know, that the apift/u left. 
behind them a fumjfiqn of men vefied with the. 

• Second letter,_p. S•· 



ana OR 1'HODOXY jhaken. 19 
fomt towers with themfelves, one of which we 
are fure was infallibility ; and tho' we do not 
think it expedient to mention the word (whieb 
like Balaam's angel might open the mouth of 

0 our beait the laity} yet tacitly we claim no 
lefs. And therefore I cannot think the bithop r. has aaed a fair part in bringing an argument 
againft us which is only. founded upon an opi­
nion that we dare not fpeak our mind freely, 
and fupport our juft claim.to authmtative pDWir 

in interprttingfiriptum, by owniag our injaUi­
IJility, which that learned trelatt knew was the 
only thing that could entitle us.to it. ·· · 

The laft argument which the bHhop has 
urged ag~inO: our th&rch's interefr, whiCh _1 
£hall take notice of; is, that the notion if.. an un· 
inttrrupttd fumffion of hijhops is 1111 to 01 fop­
ported from any words if firipturt, and is not tq 
Jt madt out in hijlory; and that 'twould ht wicled 
to maltfuch a niuty a thing on w.hith ourfal­
flation jhould depmd. I· anfwer to tnis, I was 
once determined to have produced • thofe 
many ttxts oat of fcripture, which you affinn 
that you could bring to evince tile contrary. 
Now as I knew that you could not mean .the 
common edition of the fcripturea, I looked into · 
~n .old bible in my O:ady ; ,w~ich unluckily .hap· 

• Eirft letter, p •. :zo. 
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etjJ1411 at the fame time, and ·mark ·out the 
man whom I prefer. Farther, reverend doc­
tor, I -can aifure you that there is no one 
faa related ·here, for which I cannot cite 
as my authors, either Pliztina, Barmi111, On· 
phrius, Conci/, Conjltmt, B•ll, 4grippa, H't/­
filus, · or father PRul. 

A 
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A 

·L I s T 
OF 

Chrifl:'s ·vicegerents., 

·W·I T .H 

'An account of many of their aCts of 
- infallibility for the good. government -

of the church • 

.4. D. 44• Sthifm jir]l. St. Peter anii ·st. Paul. 

T H E Jill of our vicegerents does un· 
fortunately begin with a fibifm, for 
Paul as anti-pope did withjland St. 

Peter ID his fau. And although without 
quefiion St. Piter be our man, yet was he 
not a PDPI after our own hearts, for he- did 
Dot •tar rule, and befides was a married man, 

57· 2. Linus. 
Hinorians have very much quellion'd whe­

ther there ever was a bHhop of this name, 
which would make our futuflion doubtful, ~ut 
that we arc fure this difficulty was Jlarted ·by 
hereticks. 

s 



A. D. 67. 1· ClniH. 
'Alfo caltec1 .tfnark'its; he dic1 oot Uve Joftg 

>enough in his odice, to leave many marta of 
his infallibility behind him.-

t8. 4· C/,.,nt 
Being banilhed to an iOand, where tWo 

tboufand chriftians were flewing marble, fur­
Difb~d them with a fpriog of frdh water .by • 
miracle. 

84-. S• Jlnadttus 
Onkred prieArs not lo let their beards not 

!lair to srow. . 
- 96. 6. E~arjj111s 

Ordained that priefis aiould be honoured 
and lbaven ; and that DO ac:cafation of the 
liity lhoold be receif'd againfi a bithop. 
· 109. 7• .Aluanaer 

.oraer•a that the people lhould .be married 
l>y none but priefis. 

1I 7. 8. SixtiiS I . 
. Invented holy water, and order'd it to be 

bleft wi\h falt, and fpriaklcj, in order IX? abacc 
away and coerce the rthtllitJIIS fohjetls of Chrilt, 
the dt'lliis. He '.6.rft brought up the ufe of 
linen furplic.es. 

127. 9• 7'ekjphtJrus 
.Ena8ed that no layman .fhould ptefume .to 

touch -the garment oi a c:ltrsyman. 

6 A._ D. 



r 
' ! 

111i 0R.THODOXY jhake,;; ~$ 

.4. D. 138 . . IO. HIJ:iW 
l)rought,in fafiing-in ullt; 

· .• 42.. · :ax. · P:nu t. 
Founa out cbrifm. 

ISJ• n. .Anic1t111 -
Condemned st. p,f!c•rp for •.his wea,ririg 

long-hair • 
. J6:f- 13. OmtwJi11t Soter11·1 

. Decreed~ marria,ges to be null without 'h• 
ienediaion of a prieft. . 

-174• 14-o .Eieuthma 
Was-a gr~t lover or' fweet~breade. 

· _ 186. 1 S· Pinw I. 
Excommunicated tbe Wt}lm. churclles fOl" 

-11ot keeping Lent~ at dle · fame time when 'bet 
did. . ·. 

· 19!. 16. Zepberimu 
Ordcr'd that the wine at the commuriion 

4bould not 'be confocrated {at 'before it had 
tlcen?' in wdld or gltifl, but 'in gold or jiJver: 
Alfo that no bijhop accufcd by his patritrrlhi:lr 
fntlr.polita, lhO\tld be condemned, but by the 
•1'JI•lit ftt. 

2-18. 17. Calijllll 
Died « a fi.ftala. . 

226. 18. Urit111 I. 
Invented the ferm of coofecraring church:. 

Jlrds; and ordaiaecl that lands aod farms 
might be given to God, but ouaht to be divid-
ed amoqg the ckrgy. · · 

V 0 L. 111, -B .4. D. 
. I 
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/ A. i:J. :13.'· 19, C.t/~fiT•iiiS 
Order'd pfalms and mattins to be fung ill 

churches, to drive away tbe evil fpjrits tllat 
tr~bled poor people in tbdr grm:s. 

2J6. 20. Anin'•s 
Wrote a legend. . 

, 237· 2 r. Fatia11us 
Order'd that &lJrifHI ufed in th~ !,<'lrd's f.up­

per fhoatd be renewed once i year, and the 
old burned. 

2SI· 22.. $c'hifft!flcolf4,.._Cbr11tltus, Ntl'fJiltJ'ar.IJ,S. 
Corntlilts was C:e,-~aiaty a true fumffir : for 

with ex.orcifms and hdly · ~ater, he dr.ov~ aU 

·the rats out of a churc~ near Rt:~"'"""· 
· 253• 23~ LtNius · . 

Ordained t~t he,etics fho!lld o.ot be rc­
b~tized. 

~ 5 ~·- 24~ SJ1p/Jilflw 
Or.d~i~ thillt hore~c• fhQ~ b~: r"~ 
~ 

. ~£1- ~6~ s;,..,. It. 
Invented copes, and other vefi~te­

'JJAQ. ,6 •. (JiottJ-
Ailotted to every miollJa. his GWB .daurcll, 

parHh and falarya. 
271· 27· Fl/l)f 

: Ordered mafft:s to ~ Cung in c:hurches fqr 
the dead Iil3rtyrs, 

. . .. . -.At D. 

I 

j 
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Or4ered aU frviw. MHI clfed.t:Jr bcdus-tod 
8fapes, to be coBkuattd upoa dte alD&r; tA: 
lillewife would bM'e mar.cyrt-.Hriccl· ia f"l!plo; 

:1&]. 29· C.iu,~ 

Like aA bODefi .pope, ordcre<l that *>·1•1· 
m.n- Jllould commence a {uir apinG- a ckrsr-
waa. 

t'}6. li'• Mr~4/JM•: 
S~.-H.rtilht. JIIJifn'84 latMW,·io 

the tem.ple of Ytjla. 

3b+· 31 •· · MM~t11/Ms 
Di,id•d R.4111t' iatt)· tM!K)" ~; was 

grOIDDl'-of. tlte Jablct- to· M~iiJ/1111, in whidl 
4)flice he.dy'd. 

. ~- p~ Ettfoi•t 
Ordom tbat.-e~Nillep ffiotrf! fft!.fued. 

3u·. 33'· ~41frftidtfis ' 
Ordai&M d:ltt· eo: fllft5' lhottl(f!. be' ke-pt dll 

.7' .. /ikl]« 8~7Hio,. . 
314. 34• Silvtjltr. 

Under luudmieiflradon, t9 by his appro­
bltbt, At.tb_fnr the birmir fet up the ~ic 
ari oAife-. tJ,: ...-the'ffrftpope-dratwore 
a crown of gold. . 

33f• 3S• Martrll 
Otderecf·that tlie· Nfcmt m1d atould be ftu1g 

iil churc&es. 

B i 
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A. D. 337. 36. j11liru I. 

Ceofored the Elljlm~ bithops for calliog a 
couocil at AntiDth, without his leave; order'd 
that · no dergymao daould plead before a lay 
judge, or be fcnteoced by him. He was the . 
~ft that confirmed the Atbanajilln creed •. 

· 3H· 37· Sthifm thirtJ. Li~tri11s, Ftlix I." 
Li~n-iiiS was by the church efteemed as the 

true pope : tho' he condemned the Athaa.fia• 
.creed, which his infallible prCdeeeBOr hacl 
confirmed. 

36r. ·3s. Ftli~ II. 
Inflitated plumb-porridge at Chr!Jimas. 

He ran with the Arill1ll, but held with the 
Atballllfoas. 

366. 39• Sthijm fo•rth. Domafus, Ur:Jin. 
Do~~~t~foi was an adulterer, but Utji11 was an 

heretic. So that the former muft by Dr. 
SnaP~ and me be allowed the heft ft«tt.ffi,. : for 
herefy in an infallible chair is infinitely worfc 
than adultery. 

38s· .o. Siritius . . 
. Ordered that whofoever lbould marry a 
. widow, or a fecood wife, lhould lofe his be· 
• acfice. · 

.. 398. .p • . At~~~j/afou 
Granted a pardon from fin for five hundred i 

days to any, that lhould fay a prayer of his i 

-poli•l• aad bqlooiogJ!fo Cbrifii, ~c. j 
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A. D. 401. 41. ln11ottnt I. 
Ordered a fa11 io the church every Sa-­

turday. 

416. 43· Zn.intll 
Ordained the blcffing of wax-tapers upon 

Eajltr-eve ; and confirmed the decrees of the 
£ortncil of CarlhQg,, or io oth_er words the Pc­
Jugian btr'./y. 

419. Schifm.ftflh. · ~+· 'Bonifoet, E~Jlrdius. 
Bmifact was the true vicegerent, for he or­

dered that DO Roman lhould touch the conre: 
crated .pall or inceofe" and aUo that AO(er­
\'.\Ot or debtor thou!~ be ~diDltted. amoni!\ ~be 
.clcrs~ 

423. 45· .Ctltjlint I. 
Was an excellent fidler • 

.J.32. 46. 8imslll. 
Got a nun whh child. 

446. 47· Lto·r • . 
Invented proce1lions on faints days, aad ~~-

naments for their tombs. • i 

46 r. 48. Hilarius 
Built almoft fifty new churches, and invent-

ed ·the litany·. . · 
· 467. 49~ 8iff!plidu_s 

Found, by his" f~llowers m~ans, the bones 
of Elijha, the body of St. Barnall.s, ·and the 
gofpcl of St. MatlhtW, written io his ow_n-

B 3 • b&lld .. 
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.ftaod. He alfo decreed that no dqgymaa. 
fuould hotd a benefice of a lay!)lan. . 
• ;!. D. -483. so. Feli.dlf. 

Ordained that churches thoU1d only be coa.. 
fecr.ued by bilhops. 

492. s• · G_ela/ius I. 
Eltcommunicated the emperor . An~ftajius, 

and anathematized the king of the r llttdolt. 
He regulated the canon of. fcriptnre to liis 
own fancy, decl~ring it herefy for laymen to 

judge of it. · 
496. 52· ..lnoji(Jjillr 1(. 

Excommunicated the emperor ..ln"ffr.jid 
'for ·boing :m ErdJcbiafl, when he himfelf (for 
being .one) ~as afterwards forfakcn by hia 
whole dergy. H.e 4ied bJ voWios bis bowell 
io a privy-houfc. 

498. 53· &bif•)IIJb. IJI'Itllldlll, Lawrenrt, 
Ptt,e.r Jl, 

. $11111114thUS, bJ £he aJii{laQU of I hundred , 
ud twenty ;bilhO;P' with their clergy, in ar.ms, 
got c.be .4Jy from his other two rivals. 

5 J 4• 54• HGrmifd~ 
'Left beiUod bim many natural thllifrea •. 

. 523· 55• John I. 
Was a heart}' ftie.nd to the Ad ant. 

. s26. 56 • . FeliJt IV. . 
fn,'cntc8 extreme unl\ioo~ and for tho be-· 

nefit of th~ clergy, divided the chancel from 
'1hc ~hurc1t. 

A.D. 



r 
A. D. sao .. 57· S&bifo jt'Vtn~h. Bmifau II. 

Di6fiGT!IS~ 
Bon!faet was tne right pope, for be re• 

tanted nis .4rilln notions in order to qualify 
himfelf for ihe chair. But his antagonifi was 
a Sim~nia.:k. 

531. ss. J4hn u. 
\Vas a great proje8or. 

534· 59· Agapttlls 
Was a great friend to 'rbmlatus, who mur­

Bered that miracle of the ageJ .Amalofuinthll, 
(jiJeett of the G~ths, 

5~5· 6o. Sthijm e}g1Jth. St1vtrius, P;giliur. 
Silvtri•s _w!\s nati1ral foil to Hormi[Ja,· bat 

a heretic; we fhall therefore efteem Pigilius at 
tmt ti'Ge faccerfor fo st. P11tr, Iince he was 
euly pity of perjury s a fma/1 ft~:./i nn.v a 
61s i• 11 d~trtbmtm, · · · 

SSS· 61. P1!ogius 'I. 
poifgned ?igili11s, and decrC'td fhat the (c-. 

t11far am oogbt tD ·be callecl in to f&PJKef$ 
11'-ltill abd ftllifmatm." · 

561. 62. 'Joh11 m. 
Eftablifhed the cnaftom of \tdfOJippiDj tht 

bones of faiou. · 
·SH·· 's· &MJiill •. 

m:a « grief. 
572. 6-J.. PU.gi"' II. · 

Di(puted witll the bilhop of C,"jl""tin•pil 
ltcailla the rcfurre€Uon of tllc boGy. 

B .. .4. D. 
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.tf. D. 590. 65. GrtgDrj I- : 
Iov~ted purgatory., the invocation of fauut. 

wfrrations on the purification of the virgin, 
ftatioos and pilgrimages; caufed all pricfrs to 
put away their wives, but foon condemned 
this infallible dtcr.ee, wben UPQD draining one 
fifb-pood, he fonnd the heads of fix tboufand 
infants there •. 

604-:• 66. · S~J!Jin'ia~~s. 
Orpofed. all that bis infallible prt.!dccdfar 

had done; and was torn in pieces by. the 
people of RDmt, for keeping up.a vaft hoard 
of COOl ii\ a_ tim~ of famine. . 

. 6o6. 6·7· '&nifau HJ. 
Obtained the title of lldtMj'ill 8 /h'i frpm 

t.he ufureer. PhDUJs, . tJpon hi$ approving lt04 
confirming his title. H~ 'began to .. ~ Jh9· 
JIU)dc(l' phrafe of YDlumuJ 11 Ju/l,lfllls, · 

.6Q6. 68. B~nifatt IV. 
J oiDed. with P hDttU ItS bis prede«:effor ~a4 

done; and thereby ob~ained great privile,aes 
for the church. With thcfc two Btllifam 

· properlJ Qcgao..thc pllfJIM priJ11119e 

6n. 69- Dt~UI• 
M.de a .law that no woman. ilou)d inariJ 

• mao, wbofe fa~her had beca her Pfather, 
u being too near of kin. 
. 616. 70. B•"if4tt "1. 

Made the dtUrch an afylam. for the greatei 
tiliaaies, by privilegi~Jg all tbieYes, murderers.., 

f.1 &.. 
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llhe· ,_.~, .,, ltd'Jog ptkJplt bUDd, ., often ... 
h is for the intereft of the church, dtat thf1 
Olould Dba (ce. Thia !Jl&ll Ol'l1crci prlcfis to 
lalwoo &air pGUI ftaaft8, · 

. .1 • .b. 654. y6. Ofltt*lttt . 
Wtt 10 ~Mtftdtle and ·lo hmble a .an, 

ud did f~ li~ tc)lfttsmeitt the 'J'C'Wer flf the 
~h•rtb, that were it not. to keep flur Jut!t/li~" 
1"ttlfloid, yoa and I, doBor, wou1d fbrc:c 
ewn Mm f~ a ~Ht{ffllll. Tlfls fad man ctr• 
·dered tbat bUheps 4hetitd baft ,C,M m con· 
fine t1l(orderfy prleltt ia, wfmoeas -we kttow 
rrif~ns ought.~tlly to be made .for the laliy. 

. 6S7• 17· Yhalfllmu 
Was the: ijrfl that inrro4uce.d org,an.a into 

the church, as a mechanical help to int~rnat 
devotion,. left J:Oen fi1ould pray without isa-,. 
t~ofeocfs of heat. 

672. 78. I>t~d.t•s ll~ · 
Built churdu:t, •od introdu~d the cuflO. 

-oHallil&j \J..POP irh io Lint. 
fl76. 79· DHI6 

. Pnttl Sf, Pttff's .POJcb willa CllarbJe, .ad 
wi!bed her ~ ba\10 don~ b 9it.b the ("all• 

6'79- So. A.it~~h• 
Ordained tllat all ~pes deCJ'CIIII O..ld h. 

llfe~ived as if they WcR etltOHd by St. P111t"a 
owli JDOuth. 

4 A.D. 



·.A; iJ. 682.-' 8r; 1, tr. · 
. Rtt 'ret liiJI fblatd\ f@llfke tb Muk.· 

&B4• 82. Bttr,dl!l a. 
06tlffted of t11~ ~tllflerot, tbat popes ~oulcl 

lit tflofeft by die· clef~t ~lttfout b~t1ltig hil 
coofirmatfdtt. ftl! ftrlt idhtned the title of 
Cbr#ji's "i"P,.nd. 

- · - · 6ts~ 't-· 1~~, v. · 
la,•c:t t~btd ·~dt' hfg _po~dom, an4 was&­

aaoos for writing a book cdtleefaidg the dig-
aity of the· P•/1. · ' · · · · · · 

· ~;6. a:,. CHI, .. 
Poifon•ci flimfclf, betng, u foftl~ dlntt, = dt; 

&naed. . . 
· · ·· . 6•1· &s. ·~n-gm I . 
. Pna true nltbe '\fas Bmo li l'wnf Of s.Jii,_ 

hnlt ; bat t~ot trkmg 1Ht lit~Be, Me llofrociuud 
the fafbioo er tbt papa 4bangilrc their names, 
which has continued na iaoe• He \tM a 
DOtoriOUI afWltertr. 

"J41'· 16~ "}Jnt VL 
·. lt•ittcl ftfte dMttch.. 

· Tfl'S: · a-;;. ~ vn. · 
t.e1uftd· fd t3fh (ysrod t'o fefde ~ pol1lff 

..r faith then i~ _difpute~ .. He was a bdhird te 

1Jm VJ. add. ~e N1h11tht1ti'llt'JJ'.r.ar, dt:rf 
~re ere~ed images, aQd mzde the people 
fail do~n aod vrorll1ip them. .. 

' 70 7. 8'8. &"fiittlllll " . 
Dhd of the gout. · 

B6 
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A. D •. 707.. 89. C~~tjtutiu 
Prevaila.d ·with. fiat/,.,. th~ cmperoCI'a. ·lef:.. 

.Ural. in /ra!J, to fcizc:. upon, the arcbbifhop of 
&v1111111,. for dcayiog the pOwer. of the chair. 
and. to-burn out his eyes. TbiJ was thQ Jir4 
pc>P.C that. o.ft"cred hil f=t tQ be kilfcd.. 

716. 90. Grtg,, ~ . 
. · Raifed a rebellioo. agaiaft the emperor. Ll .. 

Qttur.Ms, bccaufe he caufcd images. iA. Clb~ 
to be ewlcd dow.o.. . . 

7 p. 9 r. Gr't'? Itr.. 
Made a golden image of tbe Yirgi• Mary~ 

~kb he or.deced tQ bc:wor-4liRpcd Oil ~o-. 
of excommunication. 

Z+I. ~· 2t~chil"1.:· 
ExcOIDIDunicated f'irgilius, u. a.detdtable.· 

/Hrtlit, for alfertiog that there were. atit_Mtlo 
~ 93-. SJqi¥11 lL .. 

Wu-pope three d_,s • . 

752. 94· Sttthilt 'IIYl 
Was the fir.{\' pope rbat•Wal carried on me• 

lbouldcra. He addcd.tbc aarcbat .af..Rnm­
,., to the patrimooy..ofSt, Ptttr,. as knowing~ 
that.Chlifl'sli,_J.,. mar fometimes,be. ef.thit. 
~r/J, 

75-1• 951 St/Jlfm mtllb. PtJul II~. Y'bt'IIHJM.s• . 
· ' . . Co'!f/R_ntinl, Philil• 

Pa•/'wa-the true vicegcroot. HQ. wrote a. 
book. io defi:oce · of what. is commonly calledl 
il!olatry, adlin& images t~ Lfl1111i11J.'s. Kfl~­

iftrW• 
..Jii.D .. 
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I. D. 768. · 96. 8t11htn IV'. 
AO"embled' a eoancil at Rlllll to al1crt the­

. 'honouf' of images, agamft. tile lmn1ltljli (imap-
ltreaken) of the &fl. · 

· 771:. 97•. H11/ria f. . 
'Eftal;lilbed image-worthip, at the feccud­

wouncil of Nict. Covered- the poor filherma• 
h~r witlt &lver and gol~ aa4 adde .. 8;ikt• 
ucl BIIIIWIIt'IUII. to his patrimony. 

7¢· · .98-~ Lt• HI. 
Was fet upon by confpirators; wJ.o not 

()nly whipped his breech, but alfo plucked oue 
IIi& cyos- ~nd' his tongue, which (as th~ Le­
gendary fays) . were C. welt. reftored to him. 
acst day bJ the· apot\lcs, that he pronouc:cdt 
{cnteac:e go. thofe that did. it,. and fa. them. 
Gecutcch· · 

&r6. 9.9• Stl/hm V .. 
. I.Jycd but.fc;yen,months iafall~ble. 

81.7. 100.. Pt~fihal I • 
.Joined ill aD aJra11inatioa. plot, in whic~ 

many. of the CIDJICrol' LIWi,.._ &fUt men were 
murdered. iD the L•ttrall. He 1irft {oundcd: 
she college of cardinals. who were at firft but · 
21fiCb ;ridls. ia,Rtnrt, but fGon ~-mate~> 
for kings. 
82+, 101. lkhifotUIIIb •. EugtniusJl. z;,_;,, .. 

.EflllllitU -was tbo right pope, for he ex-. 
ummaDicaeed. all that. did. DQt ~wn, him. as 
flldh. . . 
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A . ..O:k1. 102. • Y-',_,;,, 
W.,Gh .. WwiM. a i'b-aoae; i.,nyllays 

after hlr .t•ru-. lk """ we pei • .._ 10! 
be a good pope. 

. 828. · JO,SO Gr'l~r1lV. 
~\! ·~ f,cai pf 411·S4intt," 

/ .. :·· · -iA+ •o• ~;~~~ u~ . 
· ati*C4-• .,.t .. ,. Ca;a.t. &lQQc• to""" 

graves. 
8.f7~ ,os . . Lt6 V.I. 

Iatr~ctd PtJ,,. .. ;,,m. . · . 
8$s; • ·JG6~ . 'j ... ,. Vlf.l,. 

:· By fo8JC f.-.u, . ailed: p,ll 1•"'" _ .S. 
-.· .a Ellflil#· 'liio•aa,· Q;Mtw~ by .naac f 
lied lllw NWJig dlfglliW ,_folf i• ma's ap­
JIMlrel, .fk ••died. se .Jdu,, whh.Jaer Nllor: 
where (be became fo great a profidtnt ia 
learning, that~~ ~e cle~gJ loeked upon her 
as the abfeft. dlnne In dte W'twlw e'hottb. 
S,he .was ~r length chofen pop,, ~ after ~c 
bad codferted •rtltrt, -mde dH~J, crdalfled 
iijl;pps,prly!r, and 4~,;.-~,s, c~rated_,htl,.Jtu, 
~aptiz.~(! infantt, and plafed die ~1" for o~ 
yenr, four rnonrh~, an.t fottr days, fhi!r litn'ttl 
fl·hm of /ja~flm, bet we~ the C'll#tttt UJmtfY, 
end St. Cl.mmts, fell io labour, was deJt-.ertd 
ef a baQard-dllkt,- atMI 4itG oa the . fpar." 
Por fh1s Rtfea, fuoc:eediog,..,'WOie placed 
ia .. ,...phyl'y-..chair withahoit iD uo~. 
ud immedwcly after the clcaion, tl;leW 

gmitals . 



ntl OllTHODOrf:j/Jaln~.. St 
.tmittlls w_crc ~ be fearchect. by dao ·.,ftl,l¢ 
t/uUL NMV, thoogla .trno& fifry dtl"ercnt 
avrhqn coofinD tblt Aoty, yet W# tr~ ehardt· 
lbeo muft inGft upoa il, chat ]JM •as a troe 
tlictgtrtlft, no WfM{Ifl, bet. rep/p; pritjl, and 
riFt.falfflfq{for of s.t. P tltr. lor if. 9M were 
aot jQ, we may thaa" .n .. lQ h;tJC ooe /Ji,j;al 
w OlllGIJiad prielt in all B"f/"·t:d. For wbo 
kDOWt bP& the prc~Dt fctt 111i1Y be fudt 8 

'Were or~ained by other•• wil.o wee or.daiaal 
by men, ~ ot~inadoo or.iglnally ckmc 

(rf)tA our fot '*rt"'•"'·· WWt ript and 
4JDiliiclliln U.mi>r~ if. w iloold bit: 6r • 
prudent as to deny, we ~ight a& .MCA«ir"J' 
the whole li'llitit riillt of ?i.fcf11Rtj., and re­
~ '~ pt0r tiH,rtiJ Pj' Ent~H• to futl a 

· Jll(e, N to 0~4 uwdJ tiP. dit ftrtJar ~-
of an aa of parliam~t. . · , · · 

. 8s7-: .to7, l!_tllftlin 111. · A~fdfafius . IIJ. 
Bnm/i(t is the map wbpm t prc:!er, .wbe 

was himfel£ buriJd by hls own direaioo boforc 
St. fdp-'s thrdhold, an\hono!Jt; St._.Ptt1r ha4 
DCYer received from any po~ before, 

._ . &,58• ·108, -NidH/m J. 
!Auodu~~ ~ f~op of pr•}lilta \n .o ... 

knowll tongue, and for the honour · of G~ 
made eve'J oae · •ddre& lb~felfa to him io 
IJJ4j,. . 

A.!J. 
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· .4. D. -867. . 109. Hadrian II. 
. Was put into the chair .by .·a fatli•• at 
lUmt, and then excommunicated the emperor 
for not owning bam iiDIDCdiately. 

872· IIGh Jti.IX .. 
· Toek it iote his· head t~ difpofe of ero~on.s, 
and aooiated- LIWit emperor, . for which ho 
was· forced to fty; and -after-wards tb retaia 
me chair; fubmitted t• Char/IS tht Wd; ao"' 
!ooioted him-eiDporor. ·· · · 

Sh. :u r. Martin If. 
He was only given to forcery ~ fo lollg u 

lac abflaioed from berefyt. we ma;. recciwt.him 
for a fliut~NIIt •. 

884. tr~~ HaJNt~~~ Im 
By a decree deprived the emperor• -of.tbat 

sight, which · theJ. bad arways- daiiDed and· 
enjoyed, of clel\iog the popes• 

88s. u3.. · St,lbtn VI •. 
Was. tfleemed the beft cheA·~layer of hit 

time. Shewed" himfelf a great friend .to · 

witches,, adulterers. -aod lik.ewifc to. the 
dturch. 
190• II··~ Schifm IWi!fill. Fwmiftts, s,,.,;,.s nr. 

Fmntj'11t · obtaiilcd · tbe · chair by bribery, .. 
and by forCle obliged· hi• riftl to fty out".Gft 
Mal]; · 

. . 39S'· r·•1· B•iftit' VI: 
~ardioal.Barmi11s af&rms thtl'tbis matr'WU 

~ ~aicl.allf.,ddea. AIU I 4oaor; ·citbe&\ 
WI.: 

l 
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we muftdiiFer from a cardinal (which we do 
DOt are to do) or we mu.(t _give up our un·. 
interrupted fucce~on. ,_ 

A. D.·89S· u6. Sttpht, VII. . 
Dug up the body of his predecdfor, F,,._ 

tmfus, to .try ~im for hereTy ;. and having coo.: 
Yieled his' infallihilitJ, cut off the. three fiogers 
~ his right hana, wherewith he ufed to giyq 
bleffing, aod to confecrate. · · 

897~ I 17. Romanus • 
Condemned his infallible predecelJ'or for his 

l»arbarity to ,Formifus. 1 

8 97. l I 8. Th1.otl«rus 
Refiored all the decrees of ForiTlljMs, whic4 

St~ had abrogalcd •. Which of their injat:. 
li~iliti11 wu in an error,. we will aot 'here 
determine. · 

. . 897· ll9· job, x. ·' 
Called a council 'to condelllD all Sltp/Jtti"t 

'decrees: .. . 
'Bgg. 110. Bmtiitl IV. 

··was pope bot fiye motithi. 
Y'h' th~~rtb was witb.ut tmJ 'lJitlgWIIIl foui' 

11ars, wbidl f.lltiS t1 .fotl lhl11g. 

<;oj. ux. Stbijm. thirtrtlllb! Ln V.\ 
Chriflophtr~ . · . • 

: Chrijtophtr onpoped leo, after he had gO­
~crned the church for forty days ;. upon which 
~e poor maQ broke his heart alld; died. 

A~ D. 
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A. D. 904. 122. S"zi•slV. 
t1npdp-e4 Chf!ftop'htr; 1cJ1t Marozi~1 • 

aot)le woman, ts _·his whore; and laflly ioni­
tuted the b~~ing of candles at the kall o£ 
the.Jiuri&:ation, which from thence has been 
eafted Cattdltmas-Ja,. . 

. 9II• ~.1.3· ha}lfljius IV. 
Was a quiet man, anll did nothing either 
}~ Or 'ba4 doting his whdfe j)QDtifkate. 

9 I 2. 124. Lont/4 · 
Was 110 admirer of L-ilt-~Bt aDd egs, ud 

Yery famous for failing. · 
9'3- HS· J•h" XI. 

The ballard of Strziut, and much fetfc4 in 
the art of war. · · 

g28. u6: ln vr. 
tieing thrown into prifon, it the en<l of 11t 

months, his chrifiian patience .being quite 
worn out, be died of grief, fOdle fay of poifon. 

928. 117. Sttpbm Vltt.• 
By fome-\J.c:alled ~c Vlltb. Was i ptace­

able man,' ud did nothina for t'he ~ of 
the church. 

930. .1a8. 'J•Im XU .. 
Aneth~ f!( S1giws's bd;ards, and .a no· 

torious· friend to reUques. He poifoned L'tt 

and · S~tpb.l"• &tis prel!e.celfors. ~ ad being 
caught in adultery, was llai9 by an impuden~ 
layman, tlm faid he was the huiband to h&a 
~liaefs•s mitlrefs. 

.A. D. 
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6111 fuTRODOXT j1J6lcm, 4! 
J. D. 9l.5• U9· J.,, Wl. 

Was a great patron tlf' monks and friart. 
939· s 30. Bti/hM rx.. · · 

WH.all bit ttme ·btt(ie4 .ie dwiJ wan. . 
943· J31. Mm .. ,. 

All that's remarkable .elf him, iJ that foipC 
'Writers all bim Ah·till m. . 

946. 13~. Agtlfrttlll U. · 
was the ' 6rft that inftiuued moe .at 

·1'4Ptrt. 
956. 133. JDhn XlH. 

Was accufed in a fynod before tbt ••Pflr• 
Othl, for having pat out the eyes of fome of 
his cardinals, plue!dog oet the MApes' of 
orbers, ctrttirrg otr the lr.mds, feet~ fi...,.:, 
aofes, aQd genitals rJf ~: ·for~ . 
de-coos (to perjtCtuate ·ow fac:ecjion) in a . 
ftablc, for makiDs bdys Whops for 11101lef, 
for ravUh4lg both vir.sios a~Cl pi1srlms, aa4 
lallJy for c:aUiag upon the devil f.or ..ailittanc:c . 
at dice, aod dripkina ro bis healtb~ For 
thcfe fpirituat &as of vietgt.r~11q,_ the emperor 
fet bim afide, and placed ln in ·bis ftead. 
But no Cooner was the emperor gone from 
R#IIU, than ']oh11 returned, dr.ove z, Qur, 
aod rep~&ffed tbe thair. Ia which. be wn· 
tinued te .a as 'IIUtt.m"t.' till bei.og cauaht ia 
bed with aaothcr .mao's wife, l)e wai li* }U, 
predecelJ"or John XIl. Jlain by the ha£ba~ 
ia the very aa of adultery. 

A.D. 



A. D. 963· •34- Sthijmf,..te~lllb. Lt• VIU. 
BtMditl v. •. 

L11 like· a uue pope call'd for a11Hlance 
from the fmur ar111, whi'h feized upon hi• 
rival, and made him eod his days in a prifon. 

965. I 35• John XIV. 
Invented the bleffing and baptizitlg of~~~~ 

which, before his time, were unhallowed 
things ... · 

97"· . I 36· D,,, II. . 
Was a lazy pope, and a grea~ eater, which 

is all that we, hear of his holinefs. 
. 972. · 137· Ftnttlitl VI. 

Was impr.ifooed, and afterwards tlranalcd. 
ill his pri~, which p uti lUI Ufirms wu math 
&oo gentle a death for him. . 

· 91"· 1_18. B••!fau '{U. . 
Came to the popec!om by two mu.rder.1, 

that of Bt7Udit1, and that of Jolm, a deacon 
.that oppof'Cd him, whofe eyes he firft plucked 
.DUt, and then killed him. Tbis vicegerent 
alas ! ftole all the churc:h·treaftlre. ·· 

97 S· 1 19· · Bnudia Vll. 
Lived a whole Lmt upon almonds, railins 

and milk. 
9!3. I..f.O. Jonn XV. 

Died in a gaol for want ~f neceffaries, baY• 
iog ~thrown iDto that phtce by t~·peoplc 
-of Romt,. whom he had· moft violently op­
pefl'ed. 

. ~ 
I 
' 
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A. D. 985. 14-1. Jflhn xvr .. 

· "Sold the church-plate and jewels to enrich 
his kind.red, whofe example hath been for 
the moft part followed ever 1ince. 

. . 995• 1.+2. J~b. XVII. 
BMmi~ qoeftioos much, if there ever wa-. 

fo.cb a pdpe; but . you and I, de>aor, will 
not p~mit ·a popHh cardinal to rob us of a 
focu./for: ; for if he does not bow the ·church's 
)otereft, we do. 

996. 14-J• &hifm fifttmth. Gr~gD? V, 
J'"" xvm. · 

· Grtg,., -was the right naao, who iiWcnted 
-the ringing the little bell bef~rc maff. . 1 
ca1mot deny that J•lm ·bad fomc claim to the 
chair, for Pl.tin• fays· fae wai a thief and a 
'robbet'. · 

99'8. 144· 8ilwfltr u. 
Was a great occromaacer : be fet up a. 

jr•ZI'I btt~t/, which he confulted, as many 
catholics have done !iace. One day,- as he 
-wai officiating at high inafs, at lt. CrDji '.1 
Jn-ufoltm at R.u, thofe rebeJJioas fubjeas of 
Chrift the devils took ·bis 'Vicegerent away1 

and. he was oever heard of more. 
1003. 1-4-S· JDh" XIX. 

· Js iooked upon by the hiftorians as no PDp' 
at all, bot ia always counted oae by trae 

· dlarthmaa, who .are determined aever to 
give up the divine right of bUhops. He is 

·{aid -to baYC been an excellent magician. 
A.D. 
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46 !"~ Pillar&if Ps..tu'l'ORAF"C 

A. D., 1003· z.;.6. John. ~X. 
'till. lli11 tiwe the. pt!Ople of Romt always 

4hofc. thci~ ~D·I"P': but this. man cook thil~ 
privilege out. oi their hand&. and vefted it ia 
the clergy,. io whom i~ bu ever fioce con-
li®ed. tp be jMFI dif;jnf}, . 
• roo9. 147. &rtius V. 

Co~M~ly. called·lY. He was a PytbogtJ· 
,_,,. aod,fof~ aU. ~ tlel'·£'1 eating .beans: 

. He was the .firft vic,gertnt .of the pritUe. tJ' 
l"'u• that-~onma~ fwordt • 

. J ou. H8~ B.wtdit1 Vni . 
. W••'• C8f',flni~RI·~ . tha,aa~tlic:life, 
w~<.---~ 81ld. Gieli&f . blc uul Alia. '-il.J of 

·p·~· . 
. 102.4· . J-t9· Jo"- ur. 

Platina and others. affirm he aever waa ill 
boly ordern lnlt . .6nce · b, otclained tij};,pl, 
pr.ujls md. ""''""' we- DW.aht. ;u .. weU aive~uo 
the. SlQ•Y of P~ ]f'JIJJ¥, u- a.Uow this aaa ro 
bava btoa a.!IIJ-'lJiDtg~,a. . 

IOJ3· '59· &bij"mjf&Jdi,.,b., BIIUtlill ~ 
St'Jw.fi.u w.. '~5J· G,...,.,.vf. 

B.mtdUl. wa.a a .forc•tF., Ss~tr. a.J.,.iy 
and Grtgory ~•"". Thsee pcd'.s· fo Mdl 
gifted, tlnrt.l aa at a ~ to. determine who 
lwl tli~ befi daia To 8lfoid llllli68lde-. let 
us j~ the-three t.D8Jethcr; ~md'wt:-ma.y affitln 
that •o118ft ~ they ...tc JIIPI om:: •r 
~~ify' 41tft. . . 

~.D. 



..,,4 OaT Hoooxv JPalce,. .,7 
A. IX ro+r· •S~· Clinu11t u. 

Di4 nQtl\~ r~.l!arkable. beftdes makia( all 
the people. iQ RP!"' ~rjurc · tllt~mk.lva_. a 
thing commonly pracHfed. bJ · div~aa. 

IOll-8,. IJJ.. .D'~s.l~ . :. 
Poifoned his predreeAr, and enjoyed the. 

- - .. At IDii:UftltlJ'd.,..aftm 
ro-49- r S'4· Ln rx. 

ltl11ettt"ed the afeful dotltioe of -ttanfub­
._ntiltioo; am! to m~ke die· abfurd'ity {wal­
low", ga~ oat mar Chrill and' he. bad ma.o7 
perfooal c.oaverfations. 

ross. rss· r;o,;. ,r; 
Ex_s:owa~Picafed maay_ af hi&. dugf. for 

fotnfcatigo,. by whom ~ wu poif~ : aa a 
tyrannical viceg.erent. · 

1057· 1¢. &thiflnfiW.enttll, Sttp~e• X. 
'Bn-eMX. 

S'ltJihl" was QUJ right. fw:c:c!J'os:, for. b&.felb 
tcnced ·a man to death for fayit:ig St·. Ptur did 

,. . . \ 

aot • at ·R~I1U• · · · 

IOS9· 1-S7• Ni,IJI.'as Il. · 
EJcp~uJlica.ted a.il.d. pei-.f~ed. ·aU thoff 

that d!=nied traa{ubJ\a¥iatiQO. . all4 ratde: B.. 
rmgariru recant -hi- error'~ · which . were t.be 
(am e. tenets~.:. -t~at the .chureh of E1cJalki. oow 
holds. · · • 

A. D. 



4'8 tfbe PUlars of PRIESTCRA~ 
A.D.1061. ISS• Schifm tightuntb • .A/t;cantltrH. 

· . Hqnwius II. 
· · A!txantler,. 1ike a true bead of the churcn. 
t!eprived aU laic'ks af the right of ioveftlturc 
to facred funtl:ioos. 
107 3· I 5~ Schifm nilllltillth.: Gr-#gor1 VII. 

Cltnullt III. ' . 

Greg"J (byorhers catted Hilddrtmtl) made 
his way to that dignity by poifooiog five; of 
hls-predecelfors; acammu~ted JUnrt·III. 
and made him wait bareheaded and. barefoot 
·three days# before he would readmit him into 
the church. 

1086. 1~0. Scbifm twmtietb. Ytll1r IlL 
Cltmmtlll. 

Y,tlw eicommunical'ed Henry Ill. as his 
'Predeceffor bad done, and was poifoned in a 
chalice for his pains. 

1088. 161. tliitmusll. 
Made a decree that no layman lhould gi~ 

an ecclefiafiical benefice. From his quarrel­
. fome tempa- was aicknam'd Tur!J.niU. 

I . 

1099· 162.. Schifm twlnty-firjJ. Pafthtll.JL 
~ l;uibert, fllberu d' Att/14, Fmieri~l, Magi .. 

nulphut. · , 
· 1'4hal was the true pope,· and had been a 
creature of Gregory VII. He made a leagqe 
with the emperor Henry IV~ and confirmed . 

'lit with the mofi folemn oaths; · but no fooncr 
Wit$ 



· · 711111 ORTHODOXY jhtden. 4·; 
·"Was "Henry gone out of Ita!J, wbeo 'be revoked 
ill thnt he had done, and excommnaicated 
'him; nay, and made b1m wait at 'his door 
bare-foot, before .be would recall the excom­
muni~tiob. 

rn8 •. 163 . ..Schifm.twenty fmr;il. Gllnfms ll.o 
Gt:ttGIY VIII. . 

Gelafnts was the true fuccelror, 'to Wlof.e 
piety the·world owes the wundati4)n of the 
~nights tnnplars. 

1119. ·164. Calijlus IT. 
Decreed that coo ·toufy petfon Ihould enter 

.the church, •na declared it was adultery for 
a-bi1hop .to forfilke l:iis fee; by which we may 
uoderftand who my lady bijhop is. · 

JI2.f.· 165. Sch.if"' tfiJmty-third. Honorius II. 
. _ Ceujlin 11. . 

rJqnDrius, to manifeft his lincere leve to 

:&he cbQrch, put .to d~th Arnulphrts, a lrNJ­
,biD'th preacher in thofe times, for inveighidg 
Jt_gainll: the _pride and ..Uurped power of tbe 
Romifh church. · 

1 I_JO• 166. SthifmtW#IIfJ fi1D'th. Imzou•t Il. 
A,atlttlll H. 1'1tJor lV. 

l11WNnt donbtle.fs was the trnefl: vicegerent, 
for ·be -ordained that no layman fuould pre­
.fume ·ewer tQ lay violent baods on a clergy~ 
mao. 

VOL. III. ·.C 
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A. D. 1143· 167. Ctlejli" Ill. . 
-commonly called II. Was the firll inven­

tor of that chrifiian mcrbod of curling by /J,H, 
·lml and tantllt. 

1144· 168. Ltuius ll. 
Brought up the orthodox cullom of eatioc 

paacakee and fritters on a Shrtlflt~'r•tJU,. 
1145. 169. E11g",;'" 111. 

R~pairtd fevcn ~hurcbot. ' 
1153- 1.70. .4~tajl~s W. 

"Cotiverted the P nthun, ·Whore :the 'heaths 
deities were worfilipped, iinto the Maria R.­
t•ntla, where popilh ~ints.are ·prqed to. 

u 54• I 7.1. Har.lria11 IV. 
From a beggar at ·st. A&l11.1, -came to be 

pOpe; and being ·thus mounted, ·to try how 
well be could ride, made the ell)peror Frt­
tltr.icl Barhr~ hold his ftirrup, ·after which 
he excommunicated ·him, becaufe he would 
IIOt bold 'the empire as a uef or tributary to 
the .pope. He abfolved all the fubje6\:s of 
William king of 6itil] from their- allegiance; 
and, ill a word, was a true friend to ebe 
-church. 
u 59· 1 72. Schifm trtHniJ fifth.. .lu~t1111Jw I& 

· Yi!t•r IV. P•Jcha/JU. 
Auxantltr was my man, for :he trod4Jfi4Ml 

the .ecn.peror Fr.td,.id's ,head, fa}liog, S.pn­
aft id1111 1t h4filiftum IUIIbt~blbis ·; the emperor 
(as if he had been tutored·by the bilhop of 

Balflw) 
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BtmgDr J anfweied, No11 tibi fid Pelrt, that 
'is, 1'71u ~anTffJt pretmd to that pM»W ibt' 'Petet 
might, who was au apoftle, and infallible; ts 
which the pope replied, (~ -if you and I had 
been by i.o advife him) •et 'll'lihi It Petr11 tht 
{ame powers twt lodged in.ml as were in. Pecer • 

.A. D. 118 I. . I 7 3• Ltuius :III.' 
Attemp~ to aholifh the whole confii-. 

tution at Rome, aad bring it iato fMbjecHoa 
to himfelf; in which~ fucceeded fo far, aa -
to deftroy the wllole con(ufar power. 

- 1186. If+. UrJn11 Ill. 
Was a great mcearagor of •the :&oly war., 

but died .of a fright. 

1187. IH· c,,6or1 vm. 
Was pope two moaths, and lick all rht 

time, whether infaUibility did not agree with 
his coafii:tutioa, or what elfe :ailed :him, I 
~nnot tell, 

1188. l-,!(6. '0/tmlflf III~ 
Pardooed all fms that were committed 'hf 

any that thould afterwards die in the holf 
wars. He ·excemmunicated t'he DaniS for 
maiataiaiag the marriage of rl\eir clergy. 

119I. 177-. Cle;lm IU. 
Firn with his feet pat tire crown a~ the 

•mperor Otho's head, aod then kick'd it off, 
''&yt&g, Per "'' .,.,g1t1111t ngts, tbat is, A-.iy . 
. fi,glfm is lj' this tutrU.. 

ca A. D. 
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A. D. 1198.- 178. ln~~Demt III. 
Excomman1cated the emperor Otbo IVdi. 

made king John of England hold his crown as 
· tributary, and confirmed the heavenly doc­

trine of aurieu/ar mtfejjit~~~.. 
1217. 17cj. H1noriw III. 

By this vicegerent''sinnigatioe, St. Dominiel 
fet the ·nrg;,tls if this wn-/d at work, and pr.ac­
tifed wbolefome feverhies againft the heretical 
Waldtnfll and Albigtnjis; of'whom not above 
a hundred tboufand fuKered for believing what 
is now the dolhine of ""' ehureh, bat was 
then a damnable herefy, the lojl det,:miMblll 
g the ehureh being ·againtl it. · · 

1227 • . 18o. Gregor1 IX. 
Excommunicated his patron Fmlerid ~ n. 

by wbofe means alone he was made pope : 
to thew that gratitude cannot influence the 
church in favour of .a mao that oppofes their 
power. However, to thew that there is a 
way of infiuenting the ehurth, (tho' not by 
gratitude) he abfolved the emperor upon 
paymeat of one hundred and twenty ounces 
of gold. 

124-1. 181. CtlcjliniV. 
Died of poifon eighteen days ifter his elec­

tion, before be knew that' he W8.$ infallible. 

T2.p. 182. lnntJUnt IV. 
Pcrfecuted Rohert Gr~htad, bilhop of 

Li~tcoln, for calling him .dnti·Chrjjl. He firft 
dit~ctcd 
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d"K«led the cardinals to wear rtd h11ts, which 
1Mr1tits fay, was ·a certain token that they 
belonged to tbe fiarltt whou • 

.A. D. uS+· 1 g 3- .lfltJftltllflr l V. 
Declared all the Sar•tns were in a ftate of 

damnation, and not l:iadiog tbey fought 'lbc 
worfe, died of grief. 

12.61. 184. Urfn IV. 
Excommunicated MainfrDJ king of Sicily, 

and poblUhed a croifade agaiofr him, pro­
Bouncing a great oamber of pardons and be· 
aediflions to thofe of his fubjeas, that thould 
either dethrone or kill. him • 

. 1265. 1&5. Cltrnmt IV. 
Was firfr a foldier, then a lawyer, aocflafr 

of all a pope. 
~h1 fit '.f Rome was tllnctll two Jtllt'l1 

t~~bicb was ll fad thing. 

12; I. 186. Grtgory X. 
Exaacd of all. the clergy a teath part of 

tbc:ir liYiogs towards the charge of tbe holf 
war : bot no occaGon happening, applied ~t 
all to hit owp private ufe. . . 

U.7S• 187 • .. l1111mnt V. 
Was the firft that kept a folemn coronation. 

U76. 188. 'HaJritm V. 
Died thi.-ty..;fiX. days after he was eteaed. 

17.76. 18'9. Tllhn'XXII. · 
Wu a very good phyllcian, and an expert 

aftrologer; notwitbfrandiog which great hclps1 

Pltltiu aftirms he aBed very foolifhly. 
C 3· .4. D. 
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A. D. 11.77 • . 190. Niclxlas III. 
Wat the nal author of that very whol• 

lome feverity ·to the Frtnch in' Si.-i!J., know~ a., the name of the Sitili•n "tjpws. 

uir. 191.. M1W1i11 IV:~ 
Entirely aDfwcred tbe dof\orine which yoa· 

aod I, Sir. hue fo often Ai"erted. For he 
Gertaioly fate io Chrifi's ftead, when the am:­
balfadors of Paltrml, kueellDg, repeated thrice 
tQ him thefe words, - Tb,, that tal!fl IIWay 
tht jin1 if tbt w~rld, · havt ,. tr'1 U/ 1n 111. 

Whiclt addrefs his bolio~ rectived· very gr~ 
c;iou.Lly.. Uo kept f()r many. years.. a. &ancubine 
Q{ his predecdfor. Nithtl.ls. 

u85. 192.. ·llanwi•s IV. 
Excommunicated P 1._ttr king of A"llf&,._ · 

and his fon; and oppofed o~r E~~&lfo king: 
,U. Je~ying taxes. · 

1288. · I-93'· Nicb.lt~s IV~ . 
Made himfel6 ~cdiator· to all the princes i~ 

Eunpt, aud- would have fent thea all faun~ 
1tring into the holy war~ 

1294• 194• Cll!flin V. 
Was too fimple and too hoDC.tt a. man to 

do much feA·ice to the: thurch~o. 

13.94-. 19 ;.. Ba11ifau VIII •. 
Made up for the ioatlivc fpirit of his pre- · 

decelfor; invented· the market of inJulgmus, 
and for every. hundrtkl year~ founded · a jttiil11 ;. 
~at· w-hich. time· uc~ maJ.l.'s .~ ~r.e. fora~•en, 

. ~~ 
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1pon his vifiting St. Ptttr and St. Patti at their 

• ehurches in RiJmt. Philip, king of Frawct, 
t!ODTifred him in open parnament of fymony, 
murder, acheifm, nfury, adultery, and alfo 
of a fec:rct league whk the SalfltfiiJ. I 1111 

Mrry to fay that; for oar· argumenfll fake, 
yoa and r, dofror_, mull: a~cept of this' mau.. 
for one of Chrifi's fJittgtrm/1. . 

A. D. 1303~ 196. Bt,IJitJ 1Q. 
Was poifoncd for !lis probity. 

I J04· J 97: · C/,mttit y.; 
· Wu the 6r1\ thai fixed ldlandibg price 
~n ind u lgeaces. 

111 S. J 9 8 ~ Schifm fWtnly-jiA t1J. 1~hn XXllt. 
· Nich6lot V. 

johit WH" die true head of the cfn:atch. He· 
aufed p,,,,. a monk ltt'ld- rttany of 'his·ror.o --·----
lewers (who: taught that Chri!t had oo .,ro-
perty, ·and· alfo that hi• difcipln had none) 
to be burned alive. He was alfo of opillicm-
that in the text M, lhrgi'"' is 11ot oftbir 
t~~trld, the word NOT was fpurious, and· 
ooght not to remaio· ira any fll'thod~ liMt. 
Tbis·ia an anfwer to the modern hercfy thaf 
we never thought of, and defcnCIS well to bc.. 
confidered. 

1334-- 199. Btntdi!l XII. 
Excommunicaced the emperor Ltwil, and : 

P.'C away: all his dominions ia Italy, 
. C. 4· .A:: D~ 
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.A. D. 1 3+~ 200.- Cu1111nl VI. 
·ordered· the jubilet to be. kept every fifty 

years;, the hundred years market cocniog. 
' · round' too fddom•fw tlie church's benefit. 

1-352. 201. IM«mt VI. 
Burned J•hlutiUs. IU R•pt &ijfo, for pre­

tending to alfert, &bat. the Scriplurt might be-· 
inttrprlttd l)y a priwtt jutlgmll'll; by which it 
appears, that had tbe bHhop oi Bllllgw lived 
then, he might have been burned' for Ills 
aotions. 

I 362. 202. · Urba11 V. · 
Excommunicated Barna"'" kiog of Miftl'lf, 

for denying his infallibility J- was a great 
fticltler for tbc privileges of holy church, · and 
c:olliirmcd the order of St. Brid,ell. 

1370· . 2.oj. Grtt.''' XI. · · 
~--r JO ..... .& ., 1t1m1, tlll upoD his folJ>end·· 

iug a bUhop for non-refidence, he was alked 
how he could punilh a fault he committed. 
himfelf. 
1Ji8. 204. Scbifm tultnly-fi'Umth. Urb111tVI. 

Cumint VII. . 

Ur/Jan, the true foccelfor, took fivci of tho 
cardinals that had voted agaioft h~m, aolt 
putting them into facks, threw them iiito the­
fea . 

1389. 205. Bmifau IX. Bentdill XIII. 
B•nifact, the real pope, ·while the other 

lived At Avign1n, feized a prieft at the head of 
a coo-
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a c:oD1iderable number of p~efts in white gar­
IDCDU, and fufpe~Uog he had a defign of 
making himfdf pope, ordered him to be burned 
alive. -

.A. D. I<f.O'<f.. 2oct· St/Jif, tf1Jt7tty-tighlh.-
lu~tml vu. BmttliB xur. · 

, - I~~~~«n~~, oar Yicegereat, upon being · -..e:. 
procacbed by tho eiciuos of R.rrr, ~ for bread\ 
of his oatb, ·ordered eleYcn Ol them immedi;. 
atcly to be behead~, fayiog, that WIU tbt "'" 
w., t• rnllllflt fthifm a11d flliitin. 

1406. 207. Stbifm twm~nintb. Greg"1 XII. 
Btt~tdill XIII. 

Grttiii"J, the true head of the church, di<J 
nothing of_.confequence, but excommunicate 
his- opponeaa. Which he did in order to 
make him a lmttic, and fo re.oder Yoid the 
oath whicll he bad made to him, that if he -
were chofea Popt; he would r.efigo to him ;. 
but fitkl cum btrtticis "'" !/1 firva1'1da. 

I 

I+09• 208. Schifm !hirtitt_h. A_uKtmikr. V-r 
. Btntdttl 1CIIl. _ · 

Depafed Lodijlaus king of Naplts, a~~ ga~ 
his kingdom away ·to Ltwis of Anjou. 
1414. 209. Schif~ tlJI'rty fif}f. Jihn XXIV .. · 

• Bnrrdin XIII. · ' 
1ol,n was depofed by the cou&dl of Ct,.. 

.flonu as a druakarcf, an inceftaool perfbo, ~ 
pedlar of pardo~ and an i1tfideL In die ianre 
council, Blnedill was filcc:wife depofed. Onet 
of ihe rc:folutions of the council was, T1iat a 

Q S gen~ra/ 



g8 'l'he. Pilta~s- al P.uuTtlt'A-rTr 
flneriJl mmci/ llt•IIJ fuf'lfiiJalllt/, wa' i~wf!.rdi 
fAJith the /¥Jrl11lt-IJI4.tllorit} 111¥1 . u Jifus ... ~VJ. 
TheQ it Wi$ .t~t infcf/;bilitJ :CJW'I~ a.~1,111,. 
raJ CDUIIIj/,_ • . • , . 

tf .. D •. .t+l7• t .to. ~ S(hiJt• t6irty-fiu.ctl. 
Alfrrilf V~. 04tltMt.:VIIL• 

. ~be l4tt4Ni tbcfo- abdicated the JIPPC'dom,_ 
f~tuft~r, hi had ~taiiiCCl ie. lint ~. 
llkc.• wife maa. thought Dt· te .dlfaaift the· 
l»~il4,· C911}JA~, ' u.pflA..lta Wltg Pf& .. fctl .; 
ther~ to confuic:r,.of~ a- rdor&Hri~·oflftaOoers·.· 
~(l the c~rgf. TN.s "as the good pope­
'that condemned; W.cllij[, . and · df«lually . 
qfelle.d tbe!O d!(l.,rjm ()[ dz chtuc:ll'a •aif],­
Jq~" Hufs ~d;JtrttiH of .PT~tz¥Ct. tr,.t~ bel,.-~ 
of! tbQ(e.- JHf~,f..lci•-·C~ fi~; WJ 
.faggot, . 
·J-4a}· 2Ii. · S-,hijm·thirt,.,thirel,.· Eut.~•it~slV: _ 
· Ftli;t IV. . . 
' Eugnius, the.-true vicegerent ·to t.,_·pri~cc: 
c,{1 ~- wu, dWli~& his., 'Whok. pp~do~. 
caiaged io'a:war. . . · · · 

J4-f..Y· . Z;U • . 'Nicb#/lis.VJi., . 
Unc aD iadQI~nce.. to a.Jri~d of. hls.- t• • 

so · \G · a. 'fou:.e.ter. fWi \he.. ~ery: of Jldnh ,,Jj. ' . 
, J 45>-- . i11-. C•l!}l.li.s Ill. 

c;l4l0Qir.C4. ~~~~~. Fe~ritr. a .ootorieus ~~ -
~ . . . 
~~rck . . · .· ,. ., ,- _ . 
~ 1408; 2~4· . Puts II .. 
· ~: a ~iel maD,. aQII ~· n.o.' ufe, tO. t}le.~ 

clwrch; . 
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111n1 OR. TRODf1RY'jJHJiim. ~' 
cb~ucb, wllielt Rands ia need « men of aai.,.- . 
•d eoterpriziog geniafa-. 

A. D. 1464- 215. P11r~lltl. 
. CoaimobJy catted II. He deereed·aU Jearainc~ 

to be berely-, and very truly dcdared.ig~r•r~~ncl•' 
to be the mtftlw if' dtt~t~lillf. He told Pllltintl 
that all Jaws human and di•ioe were lodg~d.! 
a his breaft. · 

1411• 2.16. Sixtus IV'; 
Murder-ed ono of the princes of the .Mttliii 

&may by-hired atrallios, whilll he was at mafs., 
He permitted public bawdy .. houfes to be iept·' 
In R•mt, u.pon their paying him c~rtain fines J 
aad brought iatbe ufc.of beads.· 

1484<4 211~· lmuCIIItV11I.-
Golle&cd oa.·nft fom· of money · for a war .. 

ifAintl tbe. f"~trls, aod cmploJ'd it all in a war• 
with tho kla& of N11f>us, who was a cb1ijlilllk 
He was m•dl &iv•n to cxcdf'eS 1n drinking and : 
te wocry. 

14-92-- :us. .4u ... Ur-.VI. · 
Obtaiaed tbo ~oa, .. by llOtbiAg bat br~ 

. btry. Ha WM.poifOD'd by a miftakc witb. the· 
·fti'J n.fo, which. lait fon bacl PfOpareG for a • 
·ridl cardfaal that · f.ppe4 with him•i fie vc,. 

,-fra~tkly owo'<l all hit> bdtanb, JJ!alcb'wcre­
no (mall' numllcr' . waa -acc:ofed of !aiiiiDitting · 
i•ccfl with hi• fifter, and ofhaviagcntcrcd in· 
. a.. a c:GIIlpaa with· the cte~l. . 

C . 6- - ~ · A •. A . 



6'o f'h1 Pitlan ofPauSTCJ.AF'r 
4. D •. ISO]. 219· p;., III. 

' 

Was poifon'd twe~ty fix days after h~ W&4 
cbofoa. 

I 505. 220. 1.Jit~df. 
· Was a true member of the church militant, 

·for he never was out of war~ all his life· 
time. . He fodo.mitically ravUhed twG n&'btc 
Ytllll~(171 youth$, bad two baJlard•, and dy'd 
of a fever at feveary years of age. He was 
remarkably zealous for tb~ Pflfll• r of tb~ ch~U&h, -
which one . good quality may cover . Q multi~ 

twli of fin·;, in the opinioll of 111 fiaundi_~ 
churchmen, foooer by much than cb~rity.' . 

-1514- 221. L, X. 
He fold pard()ns at very reafonable rates. 

And was heard by fame !Jmticr (as they havt 
affirm'd in print) to fay that the gofpels might 
more properly be called the /"bits' of Chrif!. 
But this we fuca.Jlilnij/s believe to be fabolbOS',-

• 521. 212. ddria" Vi. 
Acknowledged that he himfelf was fallibf~, 

and that the church of R,inl was a link of 
vices. This therefore is the worft of ail our 
fuutJfo"'• and we fhoakt difowo him, could 
we perpetuate our jt~Ct'./fon without him. This 
we tn:\y fay, that he deerved as little to be pope 
as a certain perfon does to ~ a bHhop, fioce. 
both of them betray the ftcrtts of thtir trd~r. 

IS 12. 22l< Clnm'!l IX. 
·In this vicegerent•s rime, then: arofe a fett 

U a&eo with lh~ bithop of Bq,gw•s notions, 
an:i 



. 11fltl O~~HODOXV fiu~m. · 6t · 
add to the great difturbance of the churchrs 
peace aod uDity, taught thefe heretl~ doe­
trines : That no mao was infalfible, · and 

! . therefore no maia was qualified to' ·aa io 
Cbrijl's jltad: ·That Chrift was lmr in his 
""'" li11g1Hm ; and therefore no man could im­
pofe their interpretations of his Jaws upon 
others : That all his laws were contained in 
Scripture, and that every thing neceJfary to 
falntion was there· Co plainly deliYered; that 
·the meaneft capacity might uoderftand it : ancl · 
that eury one was to read in that book, and 
judge for · themfelves. At the fame · ·time, 
trao6ations of the bible were made in' all Jao­
goag~. Thus was the "'il ._r tht ttmpu ,.,,, 
;, tu~ai11, and hidden myftmes wft'e expofed 
te the eyes of the vulgar. Thefe free-thinking 
notions prevaUed fo far, that at length &be 
feeular power in this nation embraced tbem·j 
and cutting off a noble revenue from the 
chnrch, (what now a-days would amount ·to 
teo or twelve millions ptr flllnllm, for which 
IIWlY bOocft churchmen ugh to this day.) 

Stllijin thirf!-f•llrlh. · 
King H,., VIH. made himfdffupr.ttiulnt~J 

._., tbt tb~trcb, whitb example.·all our kioss · 
b&Ye followed. And as this title h~ been 
confirmed by aas of parliament, which make. 
it a PN"*"lrt to.fpcat. agaioft : it~ fo avo~:~ Once 
·that time, it bas bcca·&he :£a0Uoa ialiltlkl~rtl 

to 
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&i., m Pillati t1/PinSTctA:FT"' 
te look a~o the R.,. C..Wth u .W. 
flhifmatics. 

()qt ;Q{ pnlMDCC 1 p~ DO farthu in .,.­
U, but ·Jhall leave ~vetJ hootfi · cl\urcbmao to·. 
,aucfs wm, lfC the reO: o£ my1 lice&erent.s.; 1. 
_doubr.not bu-t we Awll und.edl:.aod cme ano­
ther's mcagioa, is wcU • · _i£ we fpoke 0111. 
Ho.weycr i£ aay of ow-·fric:Qd& fbould be~ dull ~ 
.as 80' &o kao• wlaat .we woWd have, let thea· 
ceefJJlt Dr. lMtis's woru,. •4 ll}tis C.fo lj; 
.tl» PWijct~~lt .P"..IIt JUrl#k.. ne,. he ma:r.­
dikev•, n~ · o~y where lh. finccctft of us . 
»dge•bc/fiPrlfiiMh. but alfolcaralbe abfol~ . 
·DCftGity of JD ni111wr"'*" .focu.Ji•• . ..t ,.,. 
IJ(Ji«l .,;u, that ff~F,.MJ,.. witboul wb:cb. it· 
·fCICms, we. llrill\ · aR b1t lltltiWtithjJ,. """'._ . 
.tad' aklro118h fclm~ we&k.. a,.tltrea-· .. J be, 
;pWlcd ia thia-a&ir,. bceaJN: th.y koow we 
·bnc fwail.Olllrcd "ClCC'taia .cxhl.-.is, which fceaa­
'to coacndill bods 0111f'l~JMi•aD/J Ulhitu: 
,et, if they will but'COOfidcr .bow uareafonablc. 

· and · haw aotichrittiaa·it' il,. that 1111 Cpiloiu* · 
members of tb& ~&ould ~tied down by . 
.,,, -~·by;Ar,.... they miJJ~ cr~ 
wrwherc it it,. that wc·pltce our llltiiii'"*PW , 
fotuJ/i!lll if.Ghrijl'~ 'lliwfWIIItl. 

· Y oa fte, Draccl doa01• tliat I h&WHlearcd ... 
-vprJI6/,;r~ « O.r. tbatlh.IA4 r.cplKol" 

the: 



di"OaTJif&~" ~·- 6~!o 
fllle,Jivi•t ri,M. -1' 'lift .. t~ apoo·-•tt·tnle ud' 
/IJiJ #NJ.fit; Ll baYs qot. to· be 0..\eo- .by the 
.lli!IMh of ftCrJ fcdliigf'N~ • . Let thea.­
-~ ao4l his fec:aods; tilt .U.Uu -f.•lt 
r..,,.; .. , read llmuand. be CODfouodcd. Let 
.tllcm-fce· .1tae·a JWtt~IMIIWl foe".#.-'¢ il(aJa/4 ' 
- fr• *·~I IIIIJI; .th--.h iadced·daeJ· 
are ...,..of tM •gailq o{ &at, wlrich il) aoy. 
U,. aisht ba~&rftj.for foils to the a&iooa­
el a N_,•or lh/illt•fl•••. yet iiaee-tbcy .were 
comaicted ·by.,~,..are oolJ· to bo regard• 
ed as fi~ trUies, aad vcalal Pec:tadillo'~ 1 
u appears from. · dlo pious . aDD(Jtatioos iu oac 
• Ort6t.,._ Yl}l11111"" oo- ~e- 23d-cbaptcr of· 
St4 M411hN, wbidt· ..CUm, crhat IIMWilhjltnJ­
;.6 tlu ~ 'f·lLome. ww1 IWr .fo wi&l1a t(' 
lift i JU., .. IMg4 ji1114 ITIUIIr 41· t'lJiJ.ii/.S Jqd_," 
t.n-1 kiH t#Mnfi· it Jh•ula·••t k pnJwiUit~l u·· 
1M tb~~rd. Thus, rc.vcread•SU, .it is .plaiD,, 
&hat no®§«lio• ofwcight•<aD . bo... &arted a,. . 

. pqft .us-: lor wero our /~~«#••. compOfcd of· 
1/lfJih in..VIf,.tt, .pravlded· they were reg~&larlf •· 
ordained, it wo•d4 be never. the wwft; nay in· 
dae coadition: thinga now ftaod, it would be. 
JUch· the ~ter. Fos: the more. power Sdta 
Iliad ~Dd hc.c,ertaialy ~.ld ·bavc•vaft.power• 
were he a Jtf1 1 tb'c- grea&er would 'tbe· oblisa.. 
tioo.qeDJPa the lfli'1 of.· keeping 111 up,· .as &·. 

. . 
•~ P.aia&c4.at &"". 158~. 
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f~ritu•IJI.ui•z .,.,;, agaioil hial. To ft1 
the truth, were oor coeaty (or dlall r tall' biia 
·our friend) t- lltl'llllrciJ lj JJJI tota1ly (ubdlael 
aod·crufhe4, I doabt it woala fare with ·as, as 
it did witfl: many· of the gentfeme11 ·of the 
fword, iioce the death of LetiJis XIV.~We 
fitoufd either be dUbanded or reduced to half­
pay. A misfortune which thol'e gentlemen of 
a carnal warfare might eafi1y ha~ noided, had 
they taken ulfpirit••l milili• for their elDIDple-, 
and either {ought· booty, or taten care not to 
ct!jl f6rtb omJ tiifpgf/tfi the e11emy too often of 
'their fujbuffis. A pri¢1, fmjight, which the 
rafh D. of M- wanted in Flalulm. He was 
a layma,, but thank our fiars WI of the clergy 
have more prudence thm to root our enemies 
too much, and therefore we fbatl never run 
the rifque of being laid afide, as be was. To 
which end, infiead of attempting to remoVe: 
the wickednefs, the ignorance and fupcrfiitioo 
of the vulgar, three main pr.ps of our focwa.:. 
to/ powtr, let us preach up I1otbing but pariJ 
{trmms, let OS cry Up OUr OWn "authorftJi amf 

continually alarm the nation with the datrgtr Dj 
the church; and I cannot in the' leaft doubt, bot 
we fhall fee the honen /aiiJ content ftill to 
follow os with ftrings in their no{es. To fhew 
you, doClor, that I have not beeft idle in this 
grand a1F.lir ;- I can atrure you that, though I 
am but a mmtry tur11t1, I have· bec'o for thdC 

IDIDJ 



.,J Oa TH&JlOtt jhaint. 65 
aaay years ioculcatiog iato my coagregation 
the belief of my mifo" from heaven; I have 
often told them that I am Gills •miNz.lfodw ; · 
that I ought to be treated by the be1l of my 
parifh,. with a fubmi.ffioo due to fo great a-per• 
foo, otberwife it was an affront upon him that 
ftnt me : Aud I hue fo far foccecded, that the 
leaft contempt of me fixes upon any man the 
name of fanati': A title, which I have taught. 
my Bock to dread, more than that of athtijl, 
Jltlj'pbtmtr, tlrunlard, wbDrlmojltr, or jwtartr. 

Thu~ Sir, though our office be originally 
to prtachChrif/,.yet you know it is very whole­
Come and for the good of the church to preach 
ou•ftltm too. And as we can thew no crttkn-, 
tials for our tmbojfotlorjhips, fo it will be very 
~pedient for us to keep the laity from making 
any ftrie enquiries into theoi; for which good 
purpofe, iet us true churchmen fiand by one. 
another; and if anyone thall be fo bold (which 
of late too too many of our own order have 
been) as to quefiio~ our authority, let us 
never flick a moment at branding him ·with the. 
aa10es of fanatit, alhtjjl, fru-thinltr (Jnt/ uu-, 
tum} ttJ all rwelatipn. And as a great lmpt­
ror of Romt led the way, and you have honeft­
ly followed his example, let us drefs up all our 
enemies in woh!ts and hear-skins, and then we 
aced not fear their beiog worry'd alld. baited. 

Dy 



f6, n, Pitflrs DrPtunfckAJ"r· 
by a true church".moh; whenuet' they have aa· 
opportunity.; And as our own bully rtputatiotJ 
will eafsly weigh down· that of another mao, 
wbeo·it is crack'd··or almotl wafted away; (a, 

it will not· be improper taemploy all the hands, 
we can, ill raking for dir.t to throw at' our­
~dverfaries, efpecialty thofe of unblemithed:, 
~haraaers. In which plealing ta&, I can pro. 
mife you the pious endeavours of many of my. 
brethren here, who -have taken indefatigable · 
pains in fpreadiilg your works~ 

· I hold it prudencoi.o all ca~s· to-follow the: 
advice of the old proverb, and try whort Jir:JI·: 
for which reafon I think we ought to lligma.­
tize aU our oppofers with the name of ~ijl 
as welt as of fanatic. For fince our dcoyio&: 
the liZtriJ if privatt j•dgf11111l may· be· ~QlQn- ­
flrated to be direcUy oppofite to the fouoda.:. . 
rlon on which the riformation was built, we· 
lbould not eafily get otr· the imputation -of po-­
itry, bad we not been before-band with our· 
adverfaries, and called them papflls and mtmits 
;, Dttr cbttrch, firft. Again our fcheme of 
church gc;~vernmc:nt it the. fame with that 
which the Jefuits maintain to .&& their public · 
thr.Jis, and our doarine of p.jfihilitits is exceed­
ing like theirs of probabilities • ; oow )eft our 
arcat eocmr the bilhop of· Ba~~tW lhoald 1 

• J 
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h a,,n us the reproach~of adheriug to Jtf•· 
i~i'c11l ui•ns,. which Wt: could not VA:ll clcar­
oud"elv~ from, we begin with him, and not 
only charge him with inclining to J'.foitifm., 
but likewife with enMrtaiaing 1ne '.f. tlht fr11• 
twnity in his bt*fi. It is true the poor rifug"· 
has fufficiendy coovioccd os that he js no Jt­
fojt, but that ihail never fatisfy us ; whilft be · 
continues under the fame patronage, lie 1ha1ll 
alb continue uodecr the fame o.ame : and wbilll 
lac (Jlnvufes among the fecoods of our grantl 
lllifle"f11111• wo wiD admit of no proof of his . 
.,M~Wrfo,, b11 t .deem him as muclt a Jtjuil, qs t­
if-wt j.whi111 cf!icillti11f •t higi t110ft. 

And here, Sir, though we ufe the words Jt­
jun and high moft to frigbt~n our weak brc­
tbrca from joiniog with- our enemies; yet l 
would not have any one imagine that there is 
any harm io the things tbtm{J.uts. I confefs 
had Mr. PiH~tiniwt ftill c§i&itrttd 111 high 11111ji• 

he would have found better quarter from us.; .. 
for 'tis not probable tbar any fett of true: 
Jlri!fls Lbould be real epemies to fucb a rtliti•n · 
as that of the R•mi./D chureh, which is fo ad-. 
mirably ulculated for the power, honour, aod·l 
grandeur of its derg'f. Alas, hath· be.. been' 
eoe of tbofe quick-fightecl fatbers,,aod., nott 
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found out, that we loog for tbofe ooioDJI,. 
fweeter than any that ever grew-in Egypt : Ha<t 
he bten a mao of penetration, he muft blV'e 

long ago found out the drift of all our pious 
endeavours-. Ht might have obferved that 
when we had a tllthtJiit prifltt on the thron~ 
then it was that oar famous do8-rine of PAS.,. 
SIVE OBEDJENCE aad NON~·RESISTANCE;­
was moll inculcated, as the only mediuQt for-a. 
papijb king to e.Oablifh hia t~lligio• here b)' .. 
He might have obferved how carefully -'* . 
hava propagated 'he dolhine of dit1i~~e illdt­
ftoji6u h1mlitory right; which ·had it tll.tea 
its defired· etrea,_lleave the world te judge'/ 
wh.t re/igi111 ol4r aing woald aow have been. 

The bHhops 7tfoit might have obferved' what 
·we meant by the word thurth, whofe dangef 
(like mercury in~ barometer, wholly govern'd 
hy the power of external air) was obfetved to 

rifi or fall, juft as piptr1 loa or got ground 
here. Thus in king Ch11rlts the lid's time, 
the church was very healthy ; in king J11mu 
the Ild'a,}ht ftourHh'd exceedmgly, till he an­
wifely began to pot our pojivt tloflrines. ia• 
pra~\ift apon ,u,ftlfJes, which made ettr not.Ur.t· 
a little rtje/ 11fai1ljl 11U1' prmtiple. In king 
1Pilli11m's reign, the poor church languifbed 
under a deep confumption ;. which was fome­
what reftored by the two firft years of ~M,,, 
bn1: But as fooll as ever the Dtd1 of Mt~rl-

jw~~~to 

_j 
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w111gh .beat our friends beyond tea, our eccle­
jjaftical weatbcr-glafs r(t, and the Ghurch wu 
aever io fncb dangtr : Bot this was fooo over,. 
for the queen at a t111ch-cured all our lfJil, br 
patting an md to the chllrch-iujlru!livt war, 
clspplng up a JttW, that had we been beaten. 
we could eat have obtaiued .one more for th~ 
benefit of our -ch~~rch; and Jam,, .bf degrading 
the conquering general, and .placing -one in his 
JOOJD, who wa! a zealoui fon of our ch11rch., 
for which he now fnft"ers exile with his and 
oar FRIEND. Tbefe indeed were glorious 
times! But a'las·! oar pious queen and our 
motl chriilian aMy died juft 'in the nick of time; 
what (l!! ALMS our poor church bas bad ever 
fince, muft needs be known to Mr. Pillonnim • . 
Bcfidea aU this, he can never reaJiy think we 
bate him for bciug one ·of the Jd'uit1, if he wilt 
bot farther CQnftder in bow many things 1111 of 
the IJi~urJJi.ollow tbek 1lepe. · . 

\ . 
Toe Jif,its io ~heir thtfts of L-.w:s, ia the .. 

year 1645, fay •, It is onl] a vtnia/ fin to ta­
lttmn;lltl and imp'.fo jtJlft crimts to r11i11 thtir crt• 
dit, who JPtlll ill if 111. Jl?ow can any man that 
read's the dta11 of ChiciJtjltr's, Mr. Law's or 
your writings, conclude from them, that any 
of 111 true fons of tht church dift"er from this te­
act of thofe worthy fathers ? · I am fure our 

• ullrts Prnincialtl. . Let. XV. 
treat~ 
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1reatmcrnt-of 'the bifbop of Ban,_,.· fWmes that 
-we are of their mind • .And as the good fathers 
ef Ll'lllli11 prove thelr right of calomoiating by . 
their matchlefs dolhine of~ fr•habi/itits; fo 
we bY' the help of p?Jli•ilitiis fupport our ca­
lumnies. As tOr example, Pi/lonnier<~ may pif .. 
fibly bt a Jifuitjlill, ergo, ht is a Jifuitjli/1. 
This is .our peculiar chtir'lh-kgic, and as yo11 
fay f ·lfllf'J '"' w!J1 .,dlr:Jiands rtafoning (.whick 
indeed none but we fiaunch churduneri doJ 
will Ill' u .oith JMI• 

Again, the reverCDd Utben the Jtfoits hol4 
it la.wfgl J1 th wil~pr~tJithd it Ill for tiN t.H 
•f HI church. Now if this wcn: QOt alfo oar 
religious ;rincipll, bow coald we juftify the 
IJlany bonci 'burch fll()bl whidl we bne tarred 
up· to burn aad plunder tNtli"'-b•Mfis for the 
fak-e of the thurth : or bow could any of out 
g~Wn ha'Ve appeued at Prtj/1n, had DOt ~ 
g10tl if th1 cbtmh been thought to licenfc our 
mQkiog 0111" laths, and fanaified r61Jt//ifJII , 

. ' 
Ag3iD, thofe shoftly fathers the Jtfuitr 

teach the tiirtlli•n of the int~nti1n, with that 
excellent do.."lrioe of 11tmta/ rtjerwti1n, bj 
which !l man may ·comlllit any ~t·ime, and avoid 
the .io. Now if fome hm9l .., amoogft us 

l Lettre5 PrO\ inc. 11/Ji fol""• 
t Snap,'• feccnd Letter, p. 9•· 

3 
bad 
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-ltad not fome fuch fmall btlj>s, they could never 
'have fwallowe!l the oaths of allegianu and ah~ 
juratiGIJ HEARTILY, WJLUN·GLY, aol 
TRuLY' as mofi of us do; But as thc:fe oatln 
.are taken for the good if flu ch'urch, and f~r the 
.retaining of benefices in tJrthotlnt hands, the 
uprigbmefi if the intention atones for the lin of 

Jerjury, if we thould chance any of us to be 
·guDty of fo venial a fin. PU£fuant to this 
principle too; if we nnd one of the iaiiJ im­
.plicit in his obedience to •s (let him be ever fe 
~jlig«t, or ever (o .great a ~angor .to the 
iofide of a church) w~ pronotmee !him a .1Jttltr 

th•rchman than a follower of the ;bithop of 
Btmgw, thm1gh he were C1'er lO regu1arin his 
.Jife, or ever fo confiant in goiQg to cbnfch : 
'IJec:aufc tbek aBions can hue DO 'true merit ia 
:them, while this ir~~mU." ~~ tiiabtJ/i,a/11 tiirllktl 
'tO the Jt}lrutli:tJn .Gf tbe true aoc! unlimitei 
tlutbwiiJ '.{1/H cb.,.b, which is t~e chief thing 
othat .a .hcliewer dhould ·be attached to. 

TM J1uits, aa well as aU other catholickt, 
.deny the laity the ufe ef the jtript11r11. And 
<Cftn in .this .point we de not differ from them, 
{o much at we would make weak brethren be­
•ve we do: For form fake iodecd we put the 
/Jib!t into the people's hands, bunheo we do­
oy them the ~tfo of it, as much as aoy Jtfuit 
can. Foe if any one pretends ~ read it with 

more 
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more uader.ftaoding than a boy at -a readiog­
fclloOI ; if any one lhaU dare to chalk out to 
liimfelf from thence rules of life, of confiience. 
or of faith, without confulting us, the foucy 
f/mmalur will quickly be told, that he is gona 
. heyoNi his lajl : Negati'IJe Jifi,uragmullts alld 
(if we have them in our power) pojitiflt pu11ijh­
rru11ts lhall foon teach him that his foul i1 11ot 

!Jis '"'"· 
. To proceed. As the fathers the Jefuits bold 

it lawf\11 • to morder and alfaffiaat,e princes, 
who are not for the uldimiteJ p~Wtr of tiH 
thunh, and can prepare for that purpofe Bar· 
rieres, Cho/Jels aod Raviiliacs-: So we never 
wanted our Perki11s, ·Friends, Fenwicks and 
ShepheardJ, whenever we thought our ch'IIT'tb 
was in dt111ger. Not to run parallels farther, 
by comparing the extmji'Ue1Uft of charity a­
mongfl: the Jifujts with wh_at -we praflife, 
'which ~ould be only proving one Sofia was 
like another ; I am fure I have faid eqough to 
convince any hearty Jefllit, that it is much 
more prudent for him to join with us or the 
high-chur,·h, than to alfociate with the bilhop 
of Bangor and hia fanatical companies. 

Therefore I beg you to communicate this 
letter to Mr. Pil/cniert; a Jefuit he urtainly 

• See appendix to the Srunm117 pj' R~ligi11•s. 
Hq~~fis is E:1gland ll11i Wale,, p. 8i to the end. 

Wlll 
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v.r, and tTmt/111"1 is fo IIDW; and I doubt DOC 

but as he is a Jifuit, upon duly weighing what 
is hero urged, he witt defert that fcandalous _ 
caufe, which be is now embarked in, to fiock 
with birds more of his own feather. And · when 
we have bereft our antagm!JI of the mim who 
helped him to all his tvafons, tguitJDcations, · 
and mmtal rtfiroations; how eafy will it be to 
nn down an heretic, that hath nothing bqt 
NtJfon and flrlptrm left to fupport his caufe: 
·rrt~jm a•d fcripttm, two weak lupports, when 
fct ia competition·wlth the tngilits if this WDrld. 
w.bich ought to be employed by us, the t~ice­
ztrmts of Chrijl•, for r!ftraining Djfmders a­
gai".ft us, and to ktrp in IIWt tht dijlurbcrs Df tl-1 
tbiirtll's ptoc1 11ntl unity. Let the bilhop re· 
aember the fate of JDhn Hufi, JtrDmt of 
p,.agut, Cranmer, Ridlty, lmimtr, and the reA: 
of the f'aDarkable ditlorbers of the church's 
1111ity; and whatever ill-grounded opinions he 
may have entertained concerning us, becaufe 
we wear the name of pretiflant, I can alfure 
him, he would find be had a wiful cnft to 
defend, were we intrufted with thofe tngints 
If this tiMid, by which out happy · brethren 
beyoad fea daily prefervc the auth.ritJ, ptacr, 
and 11nit1 of the church. 

· ~· • S••l''• firA Letter, P• z• 
. VOL. W. D 
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Having thus fully confllted the bWhop.,-ar­
guments, and fettled the fJillgere~1 ;, Chrifl'! 
lingdom in the popes till the rifor,ation ; tho~ 
where it now continues, I neither dare oor .will 
b1unt1y affirm : In order to put in ·every hoaeft 
churchman's mouth a defeQCe of Qur "- of 
ch~trch-g,wrni1Wit, I iha.liJay dow~ a ai.ort {pe­
ctmen of it, fauoded on the foreg()ln.a thtirtb-. 
maxims. And to do ~is wit.h more eafe (uace 
I have pr<?Vcd that tbe ii•gd#ttJ 'f Cbrifi, not .. 
withfiandiog all texts to the c:ootrar.y, may be 
if this world) I will liktn it to fOmething lflat 
is aClu.ally now in tbh ww/9, and ~~ fiWl be 
to your DionJ}ian tMtrar,chy at Eatm. 

Firll then, as you fit fupreme goveroor, . ea-~ 
compatred round witbfotultrr ll!tinll, and vell~. 
ed with power to fet them 9Jl·wo,k, for the. 
t~rrifyio.g and keeplog i11 aw~ 1\)l.tbofe, who 

. attempt to difturb the Plt!te of your ft/xJII: So 
QUr· grand fJiugrrtDI (whether he be a pope, 
a king. ao uchbHbop, or a collellive body.~ 
~lergy) ousht to lit fupr-eme in the fpifitual 
kingdom, affifted with ftcu/pr '118inls, a~ 
vefied with po~r to fet them at work. as.oftea 
~ tl)c p1114 (HI.a unit, of tbe tb.niJ Jl»>l -6i 
mole fred·. 

As you have the fiwr' pn»W's whh the fitft· 
.. ft. that ever tauglli io your JChoo4 whkh 

were 
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•ere banded ·4iown to you by the precedioa 
mafiet, and which, whc:n you leave the fihqo/, 
'fOD will traofmit to another, wh~ will upon IUs 
.demiffion fubllitutc likewifeanother, the•eby to 
Jerpetullfl 11/t«u}Jin~ of fthod mylers 11t Eaton : 
So 'Oar prefent fpiritqal head of the church bath 
.ttiefa#ze powers with tht= firfi 'flicegmnt dele­
gated to him; which pou•e;i, whto he can no· 
longer remain' fupreme on ear'h~ wili 'be tnlilf­
aitted to others, ~q are to ~trpetllllle a Ja:wf­
fon Dj' fuch 'fli(tgweallthrlllgh 1111 jfJtcttt4ing 11gr1 -
t"tbew.rld • .. 

As kl' your 'Eatonia., kingdom it fometimes 
flappeos,' that when negative difcourageme~tl 
are not fufticient to keep your (ubjefrs .in _or­
cter, you apply pojili'fle punfoments, and th.at 
.effectual engint the rod: ·So in our ecclcliaAi­
cal- kieg.dom, whm little flttlti'll~ diflott!age­
mtnts, fa<:h . as ou~h•l ~Jnd fthifm biiJs, afe 
f.ound infuffident towards. preferving ,ch-urch 
.,.;IJ, a pfJjiti'f11 t1pplicatio11 of-jitus and pm'fJltlelt 
aod focnetimes of. fire 1111d Jagg~t is not a me­
t.b9d wholly difplc•fiag to.ftatulch ~hurchmto. 
.at bottem. 

. As none of your children have any r~ht to 
judge fo·r themfelves, or to queftio~ youf inf~.:. 
Jibility iG expounding the c/ajficks, even 'hougll 
you taught tJla.t :&vius aD.d. M1611iui wero 

D 2 better 
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better poets than Yirgil or Horau: So nope , 
of thofe hahes t~ l•iiJ fhould pcetend to joog{: 
for themfelves, or quetlion tbc _church's ioter­
pretlltions of Scriptt.ort, but receive t~em ~ 
inftollib/e; nay, they ought to f~bmit to th~­
cburcb'sllutboriiJ, though fhc taught that Suar~ 
and. BtllarmiiU were great~ div~~s t4ao S~ •. 
Paul and St. J llnus. · 

As no hoJ ought to plead confclepce for ~ .. 
iag abfent from ftb.ol; or refuting to come to · 
r6pttitio,, or for not performing any ttljk yoo 
!hall fet him: So no layman ought to plead 
confcience for not coming t~ church, or for n:- _ 
fufiog to join in the common-prll)'tr, or for. not 
fnbmitting to all the impDjit.:ons the chur.b lhall­
think fit to lay npon him. · 

Lanly; As you have many fJict-pr~Zctptors; 
who a&under you; and fhare with you in all 
the privileses of your government, as well as in 
tea,hing and punilhiog your fubjefls, who 
cannot call chofc tJiu-ptctpt~rs to an act:ount 
without rebelliag againft your power : So our 
~ritul zww•~r bath Ill his ., gwlf'llors 

co aa onder bfm, as well in teaching and pn· 
nilhiog, a& iu. all. other exerclfes of dominioo 
over' the laity, who are not to queilloo us his 
·1111, 11/ln-s for any thi.Pg we do • 

l 



Thns hove J thewo you, learned doaor, 
that the laity. are no better than fthool-boJt,, 
whofe teafon; whofeconfciences, whofc backs. 
and fides, in fhort, whofe body and fouls' 
ought to be under our dlfcipline. This is the 
·ftlorious th~ttth-flhttnt we ought to fiand by. 
This is what the u:ift anti P~litic among 111 

have always been endeavouring to eAabli!h. 
Since the b~ of Bangor therefore, and a fc:lt 
t>f frtt·thi•li•t JgiiJ pretend that "'"1 mtm 
ht11 a right 11 jlltig1 for bimft!f, which dcfiroys 
our whole goodly defigns at once ; let all 
honefi churchmen, fuch as you and I, join 
heart and hand in defence of our tburth•, 
,_,. 5 let as leave no llone unturoed to ma~c 
our ac!nrfaries cbaraaer odious J for whicb 
boly purpoCe, let us ran into company, betrar 
coanrfatloo, lonnt fcanc!al, and to fupport it, 
print chUc!rcn ~nd old w:w1 takt. Nay to fenc 
the dlll'tb, let the faying of ']11111 be written ill 
all oar hearts, 

FUa,.,,fi "lfiiH, fliP""• «h&rtnla ""l!U' 1' 
that is, . 

f"•/wtN '"' u111ji, if hltJVI" Jhftltl prl'lll lllla'Uil, 
Wi IJ h11111M, tratll ajJ!JIIllltt •f th1 tii'Vil • 

.SO till another occ:aGon, I remain, 
R1'U1r111tl S l R, 

Y IUT mojl hMmb/1 jmJtlllft 

D 3 S. T. 



N. B, By church, dvgy arid ehurehmm, · l 
~o not mean tbofe of our gown in gener~J, 
but only thofe chofen vdfels th~t are chiefly 
7.ealous for our pfi'Wtr, and our digniiJ, and our 
ri,htt. Aod io this feufe I delire you, reverend 
Sir, to uaderlbod \hefe words throughout IDJ 
/etttr, 
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H 1 S 

Second L E T T E R 
To the Reverend 

Dr. S N· A P E. 

~""'J Sir:, 1 ., HE i~~ ~i~<>.P· of Bang1r fia~Jng 
repl~d, ·~o wr worthy brother Sht. · r~ 

. ~·s ~a karntd and ""Jiftmt vin­
iicatiOI(orthofe locks and bolts of our excel­
ie'oi chorcla~ the wJDration and t6}111ils; ancl 
believing that grtot 1110n is DoW perfe~Jy tir'd 
11'ith- the IDW and ttd111s work of aofweriog 
Lis Jordfhip; I fhall, in his defence, and. under 
your patronage, fully confute, not only all his 
Jordfbip bas faid io ·his Iaft book, but all he 
l1.u a' aoy time {aid, or fhall at any time here-

l> S after 



h efbe PiDars of P:R.IES'I'CR.AJT 

-after fay, in tlejinc1 of the ,,__. rigbls if 
n.ankind; and fhall lhew that aH national 
churches have and may deprive men of as many 
of thofe rights as they think fit; and in order 
to it,- may make ofc: of any means, tho' never 
fo i~pr.oper, enn of what his lordlhip.calls a. 
profiinirion of the holy facrament; aod may 
infliCt aoy pe~talties ott tbofe, w~, agreeable­
to thQ{e common rights of mankiod, dare t~ 

· difagree with any fuch eilablillcd. national 
'-burch. 

I fuy, rrthre,J Sir, I fhJll ci~ aU this, in atJ 
addrefa to you ; becaufe, how well foe•er the 
mojler of the ltmpk may have dc:fea<kd thefe 
poi·tlfS, or any other very foreign to them, i!lo 
thi: c.ourfe of thh debate with his lordaiip; 

"-· I know that modtjl writer will readily toPfeot 
"that your "c.hara8:er fboufd be mol\ coofpi­
cuous 'in the dofe of this controvnfy; and·, 
Dotwithllanding his iBd·efatigable paias, would 
gladly be now not fo muc.h· as thought of, thlf 
you may finifh gfqriouny what you at firll fa 
fagaciouAy begun. Therefore, that I ma·y 
not rob you of any applaufe,. at the fame tilDe 

·· 1 revive your name in the wortd, I fhall bor­
ruw my maio argument from a pa!rage in your. 
ft.rJnd lt:ter*; and which, I thiclt,.continuc:sill 
~very edition. 

• P. 6o, l.~ 
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--Ha•ias. iD the former letter. lJDaofwerabr, 

made appur that oar fucceiion of biihops is 
poioterrupted from the apoftlu, and that your 
pofitioo, that tbeJ are veiled with the fo• 
powers, is therefore undeniably true : I be­
lieve you doubt not of my abilitks for the pre­
feat uadertakiog r wherein I lhall maintain a­
nother of your remarkable alrertions, and oq 
which, as I.lhall make .appear, the whole ftreft! 
of the controverfy depends, 'Uiz. ' That ever.: 
' ftnce miracles ceafed, the temporal powers 
' were commi1Iioned by Chrill, iQ their .ffead .. 
' to aid and a.tlul his fpiritual vicegerents, th~ 
'th~~nh.' From whence it will plainly follow,. 
that the religion ellab!Hhed by Sues tempo· 
ral powers, that is, the tccl'.fiaj1ital to'!Jiitutitll 
tf any realm; is· of equal divine authority, as 
thal whkh o&Maioed by the-power of mlr~Jes.. 
[I have d:g,uify'd the wor~ fwh with capitaJ. • . 
that every reader may fee I intend to draw no 
lbndiJfaolls hlirtftd: to the JJ,W.,~, 91\ta I (OD• 
.fidcr rhc tetnporal·magifiTate.,. ChrUP~com• 
aiSioec .. : Bur I dcite her~ it mat be Amark,d· 
oatc for aU, that his oomlliUiiCIO is only- valid,­
aen ,ti.-oxerotedia aid aod·aiifteDce:of.Chrift'l· 
fpilitual ticcgor.eata, the 'wo. J 

.IIbaH not concern myfelf how far this argu· 
mtllt cxtcodsJ Ol what iofluenc:c it will ' have 

D. i on 
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en churches eftabli1hed by Mabnnttiln or P'P 
·gmr te~ral powers; but at prefeot ffiall 
confine what I have to fay to our own eccle• 
:tiallicai· conJlitution, cftablillied' by Cbrijl'i 
CtJmmiflioner, tbe civil magiftrate ~ And· lhall 
thew tliatthc bin\op of B. has widely mU\akCil 
die principle upon whiCh this ellabliOimenr. 
"'hicli be cans tlie rtformation, was fettled ·., 
which was, not t6ot of every man's right to• 
judge for hiinlelf·; but that or the tempotar 
inagifi'rate's riglit to iudg~ what ellablillimeot: 
to fettle : And therefore, that all, who ·are 
fubjeCb of the tcmporall'l;lagiffrate, ought ta. 
Be the fubjeffi of fuch. his ecclef.atlicai ella .. 
bli!hment The argument, as I have coll«led: 
t~om your book, £lands tlius,; . · · 

. ehrilh:ommiffionecr fpiritual vicegerents to• 
.a· und~ him ; to make new laws, &c. '· 
. • ' 

. T.o infor<:e which new laws, miracl~ were.: 
!oJDCtime contiooed in. the church. 

· But miraclos- ceding~ .Chrift c.om'arlllionedt 
likewife temporal vi'cegen:nts to~aid · and l'llift> 
his-fpiritual Yicegerentt-, io. puttios their 1llfll• 

laws in.execotiQo.; and· to add civil. fonlliiiiS~. 
J.y virtue of that (i()Dlmiffioo. 

And that civil governors have thiS co111mif- · 
kolli fwm Chrift~ of beins, nllrjing-fatb~~; and· 

. ,llrjj-

' 
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1111tjing mothm to his fpiritoal vicegerents, aocf 
ef punifbing all dilfenters from their fettle• 
'meot; you plainly prove by an tfJident pro­
phecy, and fr-om the chrij/illfl. example ef Da­
t~itl, who hated right fort the llttmits of the 
thurch, lflm as ibaugh they wtrt bis ~n tnemil! .. 

TO' appl'y this your ~co1lnt of Chrift'l 
lettlement of vicegerents, fpiritual and tempo­
raJ, to the ccclc6aftical: conRitution, of Engtr 
Ani .. 

Our bHJiopa (or clergyJ are unioterruptedi 
fuccelfors of Chrift's fpiritual vkegerents,.delc.r 
pted by him to make n~W Jaws, &c.. 

At prefent thePC are no miracles te ffippoDtJ 
mcir tiiW laws;. 

.- Therefore oar temporal" powers are cemmiC: 
Goned by Cbrid to aid and affift the fpirituat 
wi~gc:rents,.the eicrgy,, ~, ... 

· Accordingfy oar temporaf govemon tiav"' 
added ciflil jtilllliMs . ·and penalties, in aid ancl 
effithnce of the •w· /auu' enaC\ed by the{~ 
Cbrift's ~p~tuaJ· and' temporal· vlceg,ereots:,. · • 

. ADd how CODformablt:'·o111' praaa r.- tOo 
. rlie behaviour of the Pfalmift, needs not to bc­
.aeoaioDect; for we IMtr rit~fori.O. W, iif· 
./P' ftm "'! . . 

I 
.....:...-- ·~ 



I know, Sir, that many arguments and or;; 
jellions have been brought agaioft the tem­
poral magiftrate's power in religion; aod th~t 
'twill be faid this example of Daflid's canuot' 
be .urged to cbri!Uans, who are commanded to 
la'Ul th1ir 1n1mi1s; yet, I doubt not, but you 
bave a fufficieat a~afwcc to CYefy fucn little 
cavU. In the men tiiiM, tbc rador ia 4elit;cd 
to obferve, that in defending ecclcuafiic:al c~ 
llitutions, 'tis not fo much as pretended that 
the laws of Chrifi, (wbjcb are the chriftiaa 
religion) but the ntw laws of hia vicegerentJ• 
(which are theeftablil'hment) are to be defend~· 
td. And how necell'ary their dtfeece hH 
oniverfally be«n tllou&ht, may be judged fPOm 
the rigour with which all oppofers bav~ eva: 
been treated. For as you fay, t On whtJt 
woUld his lwd/Ji! lillfJt our c/Jurclt dtfntd 1 o, 
6od's pri'Oidmu, wi/1 ht fo1 1 0, th# pr1mip 
#f Chr!ft 1 I admire yoar anfWn to futb de"­
fcoder$ of aa e.ftabll0lc4 cbardl : • ~ wr, 
,JoriDus en&illl'aglllUIII, I unfefi J •ftt~~ritJ: tW 
UMnot fail I No, my_good lord of lla,.,., we. 
know better the meaau. of fccuriog· eft~Dlllh· 
meats, than to admit of any rights in comq1om 

to1Diilkia~ whi• Wf im-aiilo aaJ. -~ 

. -~ 
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the chur~h's_: And as our brother Shtrlotk 
!las ltarntdly proved~ bolts and bars are a fal' 
Jlrooger, and therefore a far better defence; 
than redon or argument, or any of Cbri!l't 
fromifa. 

At to what his·lorcJ41Mp hi mged, that tM 
llmc motboda of ch:feodi~tgoftablifhed -church~ 
woa14· aacffitChlally han pt'CYOIIted drcipread­
iag of chrUUaaity kf•lf, · aad· would hate pre• 
Yeoted the ref01matioo obt61Diag at aU, and 
will prereet ic where it i& not: I bridty an ... 
&r.:r, tbat..bis lordBlip'sobjoatoo, with refpeE!' 

--to chr-iRianky, is cntit-ely fereip to the pur­
pGfe : For tho queftioo is, not, What would' 
fiayoar or pRjudke c/J,ijtifHfifJ; but, What: 
will·flWOGr or. prejwiic:e the.chu.r.cb? And as to 
the rcl'ormat¥>n itfelf, 'ris plain, IUld IDUft be· 
f'o ackoowlcdgad . br ua, that at that time 
Cbrift's tempor-al. v-ialgerents aacd toa.auc~ 
asainft the tburt11; net' might poaibfy haver 
roia'd: the ch.r&!J, if the fPiritualYit:esercnts 
bact oot ncrt~ed thcmfe~es, ahci· pre9eoted. it5' 

geiag far.tbar. But how~er that was, 'tit 
certaia, that dtc l!eformmen itfdf was began: 
by tho temporal1111giftrate's power, fupported' 
aod carried • bJ the ... giftn.~~s power, and' 
carrie4 OD no farther tba~ tba magiftrate's 
pewcr etrmlttcd. • 

lkoow 
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i know, indeed, there were many perfou 

1ben, as well as before, who claimed a right of 
Ji!r~vatejudgmeot; But that right was fo far 
from being the foundation of the refomtation, 
in rtaliiJ; that, whtn the civil magifirate bad 
ciftaed the reforma~ that right was not 
.Qllly no~ allowcdy bua cney. m~n. who did'ered 
i.Jl the ka4 from aoy chbliW church~ wu 
declared, as before, a .ner:ttic :or khifmatic. 
.Nay, at the timc.of abe refora&tioo, .. wheo the 
~mporal Ti,egercots thought fit to take off 
odium from fome, who before wac· deCIIled 
the. fchifmatica, and to declare them Cbrin'• 
fpiritual vicegerents, in the room o£ the di&· 
placed ones; thil .gave .little eouoteaaoce too 
the right of .P'inte jodgmeat ; : the aco wb& 
ebtaincd thia favour ·being only thofe, whof• 
kQ9wo prindples agreed wid'· tile doarioe an" 
worlhip eltabiHhed by tbe temporal po'ftrs. 
They lmew beater things, t.baa· to f1aw ""'1' 
~~~ ttJ m•lr~ th1 IHJI '.{his 6~/1 ; wbkb was· 

only left in faa eo J>e eoofnlted by nery maD 
iD ordcr.tG fupport what was then: cfta.biHhed• 
AOt to d·ifcover any tbiog contrary to· it. 
Which l think undeniably plain from· hence,· 
tllat notwitbftanding mankind ha.•e geocraUJ, 
'by the liceotiou• ufc of fc:ripture and reafoa 
'ru:e the reformation, feen the fallity of maGJ 
4oarmes tbcD eftablilhed, they have aot yet . . .. w 

l 
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had power to make their general judgmeat 
uncei fuch eLlabiHhed doCtrines ; for fear left 
the: right ol private judgment being allowed, 
it ~ight fbew many myjltril~ to be only thofe 
llf iniiJiti:y ; and prove dangerous in the Ufuc 
to the power of the prieLlhood. 

And, I believe, rlfJtrmtl a11!111r, we may 
challenge any one to fbeW that thn founda· 
tioo·princlplc, as his lordihip calls it, bas met 

. at any time, or in any country, where there· 
formation is efiablilhed in one national chore&, 
with better treatment, than at firfi: Nay, {o 
far are Cbri!l's fpiritttal vicegerents from at ll1l 
approving it, that I challenge aay one to dcay 
that it baa not met with much worfe, whcrt 
t,be temporalllidn' aac1 lljfijlw1 hate DOt re· 
b1aed tho hands of the tlnlrtlll 

. Fr~. aU which it plaioly follows, that ec· 
. defiafiical COD.tlitudoas, howner reformed, 
. are fo far from aUowiog this right c:oofifieotlJ, 

or owing their fettlemeat co this right, that 
the:r .have dono all in their power to baoilh 
{uch a right out of the world; which, if once 
admitted, they have thought might endanger 
every efiablitbmeot in it. •ns not dean Slur· 
I~Cl alone, but eYery writer in England againft 
wifenters, who bas ridiculc4 this right ; and 

· .aotl foreign protefiaots, as well as papifis. 
· - • · have 
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have treated every claimer of this right witk 
the high.eft reproaches, and fometimes with the 
feveretl penalties. · 

•Tis true, we do not always lodge this right , 
tolely, or at all~ in the temporal powers, when 
we argue on this head ; but we contlaptly and 
Uniformly keep it out of the hands of private 

·.men, when difputiog with fchifmatlcs: Nor 
bave any been fo weak as to afTert this claim 

· equaUy for all men, but in difpntes with the 
Roman catholicks; which was owins to n~t 
conliderws. the reformati?n as. the effeCl of 

. power, rather than of the prevalence of truth • 

. · For however truth migtlt then a:c.cid'enut1y 
preyaiJ, our concern ~nee bas b.een ralher tbr 
the excellent dlablilhQlent or bithopricks, d'ea· 
neries and other emolumeors of ,rhe church 
that r.emained .to it,_ ~ha~ for .any of the. doc· 

'1ines determined to be . true at the refor.pa· 
tion. Nor have we at any time devi2ted" frdm 
this regard.; for tho' it is certain, tbat·m~ft 
ofthe doarines then fenled, we &Ow ditbe· 
lieve; yet we have appeared·, at al1 times, with 
great zeal againft every private innovator, who · 
tither would not implicitly fubfcribe our 
church's artides, and fubmit to her detet:mina• 
tions; or who, after fuch fubfcription, flu 
dared publickly to quefiion their truth. This 

be-
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behaviour of ours proc:eediognctt ftotn-ourowa' 
approbation of the dollrini!S, or dUlikc to the 
principles avowed by fuch perfons we con­
demned ; but from a fear left the iatearity af 
thofe perfons ihould lead them on farther, and 
t.htreby lay open the pales of the church, ill 
foch a manner as to admit others to enjoy i(~ 
good things. And I doubt not but I could 
produce fuch in&ancea of our zeal on the(e 
occafioos, as Jnight ~ufficlently. deter otbOJ;S · 
from daring to fcruple OF cQntradiel 1\nf ckcl· 
Jion of the church. Nay,. if our banda WCP5 
not now tied up, and the temporal pow.w did 
not refafe their necelfary aid, his lordfuip o£ 
B4~tgw,.miaht fe¥1 W¥C. mao. I. QlaU 
fay at pr~fenc. . 

lJ poll the whole, 'tis .ID,ol!Qi&Qiy Uvio• 
tblt aU. dl~d c:bu~e.e, \he llrilnltci • 
wdl as liQIJiaaies, laan .. -.i:c• tbill riP of 
pFivate. j.U.d&QIICnC to ail tbdr m.etnhes: Ad 
~ enqu"" in.t~ 'twill be-fouw lktiJI'.i& drat 
all fpods aad '~ N.Ye dctermiacd.at a)( 
times aga.ioft the altow..aa: of dlia riglat ; and 
have cenlu..red and eoodcmoCIII every mau, who 
has J>eeo koowo to make ofe of it,. coatrary t() 
th4 judgment of an.y ellal)IHhed church : Na.J!. 
'twiU b.c fou04f, ~poG cxamioation; that am 
~y of thofc: wh\\4ave cont~clcd. ilr it, hav. 

·,· have 



!12 lJ'he Pillars of Pttn:sl'CRAF'l" 

·have afterwards given it up1 and difclaimed It; 
'~od fometimes have wrote and aacd' violently 
·againfi it. So prevalent is the force of truth­
or fomethiog elfe. 

- - . 
· . I come nd\v to confider the foN"ainenlol tt}l; 
'which wa'.s made for the farther fecuring our 
ecclefitfii~l coriftitution; when we had the aid 

"and affifiance of Chrif{'s commi.ltioneci officer,. 
the civil magUlrate: And I doubt not but bil 
·Jordlhip's :tccotmt of that will be fopnd equal,.. 
· Jy repugnant to ttuth, ~ith his account of the: 
·rcfotmatlod. · 

• Ae to what 11 laid about prot}ltutias an Ia· 
flltatloo of our blcB'ed Lord's to a parpo(e· of 
tbls world, which wu orclaiaecl folety to • 
parpofe of auother ; I think. ""'"1111 s;,., lt 
"'' Jikewife oo ·,place in ,tbe preCent debates 
Nor iflt had, I cannot fee lt wUl anfwer any 
.purpofe of bll lordfhip'l in that part or the 
-:argument I am about to refute. For admit• 
tiog fuch an a a of parliament as the tfjl an is, 
.10 be a prollitotion of a· Jaw of ChrHl ; I be• 
Jieve his lordlhip will ~ deny but the le· 
giflators at that ~ime, might · pafs fticb a 
Ja\v : Nor can I fee that his lordthip la.ts 
proved they· could not enaa it for one of the 

. -.rr11ry coda Dr~ ·Sb.:rlad .has aSigt'lCd, tml~ 
. .. . .. 
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his lordfuip can prove, t~at legiilators ha..e. 
at .all times know~ the ond for which they·: 
~ake bnvs; and that lhcy have always feeo the, 
laws they make aofwer the ends. they propofed, 
by them. The contrary of which, I. thiq)l:, , 
his lordlhip has prowed in. the c.afe of civil pe .. ; 
nalties. Indeed I do not fay, it could be 
qla&d for a proof of a·mllli's affeCtion to our 
ecclcfiafiical .cllablilbment; but if his lordlhip' 
w~ll pll it Wlll.kJUfi, I'll venture to fay they· 
were tt~cak .e.nough to enaa it~ . in order to• 
]tcep opt ~f offices aJ.Huch who were not fo 
atk&d to our ccclefiafticai· eftablilhment, u 
to prefer it to any other. 

, The arguments his · lordlhip has brought 
a,gainft fuch a.. profiitution of an appointme~t · 
of Chrift to a different purpofe, I allow~ inighc. 
have their weight with chriflians, os fudJ •. 
Bot, I beg his lordlhip to confider us as fcttlcd 
by ecclefiaflical and temporal vicegerents of 
Chrift ; by laws of 'the land, in making of· 
which tbe various tempers of mankind were 
iDtereficd ; tho', as I hne proved before, ex-· 
afily· ·tgreeable to your fchemc· of Chrifi•s· 
fettlement: ·I fay,' let" his Jordfhip con1ider 
thit, and 'twill entirely overthrow allllis ar-' 
JUmcnts ; and he will find that what ought 

· ftrongly to ai'ca thriffians 111 tbriftifms, can-
. DOt, 
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.not, by any ID'Wtr of his lordlhip's, at all ill~ 
llueoce eftablilhed churches. To be a chrif· · 
1ian, his lordtbip will find to be one thing., and 
to be ameanber of an :efiablilhed church, ano­
ther; ami fontettmes, another JJ:ery diff"ereD( · 
.ftom 'CW:2l the potlibtlity of being .a c:hrHHan.. 

HowCYer uochrUtian thertfore petfecutioa 
.-ay be -in itfelf, yet when "us thoe£bt ·necdrarr 
hy aa eflablilbmeat for fdf-dtfence ; or hO'W­
.ever profane, the proftit"Gti!g an iclHtutioll 
.elteemed by aJ.l chr41liaM the · .moft ft(red ; 
Yet 'Wheo Chrill's .ted)poral l'k~ereot~ fee· 
.eithe~ or 'beth of tbefe .nec:e~,,for the. ~Jf_. 
defeoee, or pleafur-e, .of his fpiritual vicege-
nttts;J they ·beoome ce>mmendable, and fit tB 

,~ def~nded by fuel! great meo a'S the worthy : 
.dean .Of Ghichtjltr• has lhewn himfelf through-
.oat·die prefent controverfy. · 

·I <*lfefs waile I was writing the abo•e, r' 
,.as ¥at fo. fully fatisficd .ia yoar proof of tbe' 
com~Bion Chrift bas given to his fpirituat 
v~egerents, aod &empo,rtl. vicegereots, to make 
niW jaws __ fo · feemiogly coatradiftery to hia . 
ow,n =i But aa I doubt not of yoqr c:apadt:Y to 
make~that appear, llhall-pr~d in joftif}'io& 
what1vu fhalJ. be dooe by fach. OOIBDliffionera. 

·, ' ·•. -~r. ·sbrr~cl, late biJh_ op ot.·r.... '"'· l r&Aii 
I 



~d 0& THODOXY foam._ 95 

f !han oext r1fHf'mti Sir, coofidcr the necef· 
fity Of ciW/ pcnaltin OD account of mtri dttftr .. _ 
coccs in relijion J wbueby all men may fe~~ 
the uorufoubleoets ~ tepealios any law~ 
which eaaCls any fucb ~~ ; . I m~ th~ 
U!lreafoaablenefs at prd:eat of re~aliD& thl 
"tqfi1nal io~ftllifm .tis, . 

'-To proYe the nece.fti'ty of wd1 pend laws, 
l1tted on!y .call them fi!f-.difenu,- (as the ju• 
cJtcious Dr. Sh~rlod has done:;) and 'twill be 
lufticieut. Every man ha5 fo feeling a fenfe of 
{elf-defence, that 'twitl ju!HfJ· the knocking a 
heretic or fchifmatic on the head, as ealily as 
the excluding him· from an office : And there­
fOre our diffenrers, jnftead of complaining of 
the modtrati penalties now laid ' upon them, 
Jbould thank God our apprehenlions of felf~ 
defence have not made itfilecelfary to ill'lprifon 
or murder them. For what may' at we feai' · 
from tbofe 'wicked people, who will not fubmit 
to Cbrift'-s co~uniffioned vicegerents, if they 
jhould get power • and fancy tbeaifel ves vice­
gereots too, and go on to fancy, that for their 
{clf-defe.Dee they migflt perfecute us, who' 
·-.ould tbeG necemtily diiTent from thc!ir ruw 
Jawa; bectafe"' are fure we arc now in the 
iight. "I 

·4 The 
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The objtaion againft force being a proper 
means of perfuafion, we readily :admit. But 
thea this objeaion is fo far from condemning, 
thtt it approv-es oar praaiee. For as our ' 
tkfign is felf defence, it muft be Jllowed It ic : 
very likely· to pr~t perfnfiori ; aud there- ' 
fore .ery likely to prevent any heretic's or ' 
fchifmatic's return to the church, who gene­
rally are fond of truth and convicuon, and 
wbo, as I have ob~n'ed before, if in the church 
might Jnake "mad work. I otm the cafe of 
t~ofe m~ may feem very bard tP Ill/ who have . 
not a due regard to the felf·d~f~nce of the 
c)lurcb; but that duly conliden:d will clear 
up all difficulties. For at the fame time th~t. 
we fhut fchifmatics out of the chu.rch, and 
punifh them for their being {Q, and ufe the 
mofi prob~ble means of keeping them out; 
we weigh what dangers might accrue to the 
c'hurch·, and for her (elf-defence Pll/] we thus . 
punilh fuch malignaots. 

'Tis to be prefumed that a very reverend 
prelate bad · well pondered this fcheme o£ 
church-feJf. defence, when, intlead of confect­
ing to the repJ:al of -any of her (equities, be 
would have guarded her by new penalties, from . 
Cu1Fering any of her members to innovate evm. 
in the moft fpcculative points. He doubtlefs. 

well 
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well .£onfidered . how much the peace of th.c 

.church depended upon curbing the unbounded 
-ufe of reafoo; and therefore gravely and wifdy-
propofed to ftop all enquiry, thereby.to fecure 
her, quiet .and repo{e. 

In lhort, rlf/uen.d Sir,.all .penalties, negotiw 
or pojitifle, if ufc:d for lhe good of the church, 
arc proper means, and fit to be ufed. By 
them we keep all the offices, and confequentty 
all the. incomes, of the church, in the hands of 
good churchmen; -that· is, of men who know 
llow to value them: Thereby we keep-good 
churchmen in the fiate; that is, tbofe in it. 
who augment rather than decreafe our power: 
And thereby, .in way of felf-defence, all the 
Wcaings of this· world are equitably taken out 
of the hands of others, and fec.ured .to tbof~ 

.of the chur.ch. 

I koow this ·tan method of denying to others 
the fame rights with us churchmen, and which, 
as you ·fay, is only a ntgAtifJt Jiftouragtment, 
has been ridiculed by our adverfades as .impo­
litic; and I have lately feen a p~per, • (whofe 
continuance may prove fatal to the church; as 
u. encourages what . the church has always 
molt: difcouraged, fm-tbinling and free en-

• lfbt Free-thinker~ Dtc. u, 1718. 
V.O L-. lli. E quiry ;) 
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quiry :) which has afi"t.rted this ho'f-~'fia.tictt 
to be 11M /Miglt if f•lln and ·has-proved that if 
that be jufiifiable, the inlJIIJiti~.n i6 more fe. 
To which I reply ;_ that all ~rfecution, as { 
have .provea before, is allowed to be juflifiabJe, 
if thought necelfary for the felf-dc:fence of the 
.:hurch. At prefent modero:e penalties arc 
thought fufficieat ; at 1eaft no' more can be 
obtained from the. oiders and o.ffijltrs, the c:ivil 
powers: ·But if we fhould fee danger encreafe, 
(and our enemies cannot deny but we fee 
danger, at Jeaft as foon as .it appears,) the 
clergy ar.e a watcbwl gu.ud, and would fooo 

. give the alarm; and, ojf "they -had intereft e­
tlough with the magiftrate', would not fail te 
augment their fecurities, and carry on their 
felf-.dcfence, till they fhould not be qpbraide4 
with doing things by halves. 

To.prove this, I need but mention the coO.:. 
dua of a -vigilant churchman even while oor 
Sit?n fits ·in tears, and power is kept too much' 
out of our hands. No fooner did he hear of 
the fpreadiog of latitudinarianifm, by-condema· 
ibg the abuft of crmfi./fons if faith; but he plib-­
lilhes a letttr • to .prohibit the author preach· 
ing in aoy of the Frm,b ·pulpits: He has 

• See this letttr in Mr. Ro's account of Frencb 
perfecutit a , t~tpmtiix. 

not 
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-110t' recourfe to the l1w m«h~ .of reafon aftJ 
.arguiBent; btlt. exerts authority, and gains. 
the heretic. And we have feen, but a few·. 
4ays fiace, the f.wne great aun's care for r.Mr . 

-mrfiiJily ft~ith, and for Lhe p1a~1 aad flli~t of the 
.~burch, in a circ11lor lltttr 11 hi1 inc•mlmls : 
Wt.ich beiog writ w4th fwgulaS- perfpicatity, l 
refer the reader to it. 

So that thofc who iof11lt our lecity, may fee 
from htnce, aad other imlancc$ I might bring; 
that, if we had fufident author.ity, they lllighc 

· have lefs reafon to kleer at our forbearaoc:e. 
The difohediut of every kiocl woulcl then fed 
othe full force of felf-defence ; and be taught 
·more modefty tbae to think diiferently from 
-what is eftablitlted. For though !lftrt-opinioos 
can never be; hurtful itt. themfelves to any fo­
ciety; yet in· the cb.rch they ...are· equally p11· 
.nilhable with the vilefi praaices ; as they 
betra-y an oppootion io. the judgment to the , 
determined fenfe of the church, and thereby. 
-bt'iog her •utlJDrity into qudlion; which, next 
<her wealth, is the great thing to be cohtended 
for. · 

I 

You fee, rtWf"tni Sir, the many reafoos 
tllore arc to continue the ·laws· now in for-ce 
agaiA£\ di.icnw.rs : How oe,eLrary they arc for 

E 2 the 
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the fclf· defence and fecurity of all· that's val•~ 
able in the church; and the imminent danger• 
it ~ould be expofed to, if thefe laws were 
repealed. Dift'enters would then be thought 
as hood\ as churchmen, and .as capable of 
places of profit and 'truft; and thereby a li­
berty be given to all ·men to think dilfet:ently 
from the judgment of our .eccldiaftical conru .. 
tution, without their fear of lofing any thing by 
jt J and how many doarines and praaices of 
our church may theB be departed from, let 
every true churchman thiok of .with ·horror. 

We believed indeed, that the old fubfiantiai 
reafon that it is nn 1tow tht timt, would have 
prevented even the attempt of a repeal; but 
feeing that has not had its ufual· weight, but 
the bill is gone through one houfe, I have 
thought it neceffary to urge all the other ar­
guments that can be urged t~ hinder its fuc­
cefs.in the houfe of commons; and I doubt 
not .of your thanks and the thanks of aU 
ftaunch.cburchmen, fuitable .to my fer.Yice. • 

Perhaps that part of .my letter about the 
Jatramtnta/ t!f/ ~y be thought needlefs, as 
the claufe was rejelled in the upper houfe, 
which related to k: But though oot~ing 

fhoulcl be attempted. farther illite Jepcal, I 
' thought 

. ::. 

! 
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l'llougbt proper to prefs the arguments on its 
lide, as fat as I could, that all perfoos may fee 
how well the topic of fclf-defence will bear 
tmt any-eftablilhed church, jn whatever it Chall 
filo for that end-. ,. 

' : :But let us fuppofe, that other reafons tboulJ 
~revail with.fome".in the houfe of commons. 
and that not onTy the claufe rel'ating to the 
focramental trjl, _but even another ~laofe of the 
moll extenlive nature, !hould be admihed 
ioto the bill ; what dreadful outcries might 
we not raife I That you may the better judg.e 
of what I mean, I fuall infert the cl"au.l.e as •tis 
banded about in print • 

. ,, w H E R E A S in a late aa mad'e 
cc :. primo G~l. & Mo. for ex~mpting 
·cc their inajefiies protefiant di1Tentiog fnbjecls 
" from feveral penalties, ~c. there are feveral 
., reftrUHon-s and limitations, whereby divers 
" of his majefiies peaceable and good fu-bjech 
. " are left uncapable of the benefit of the faid 
u exemption : Therefore for the eafe and 
" quieting the minds of all fuch his majefiy"s 
., good proteftant fubjeas, be it enaaed, ~(. 
" that every onewho lhall, inftead of the feveral 
" fubfcriptions and declarations therein re­
~ quired, declare and fubfcribc his unfeigned 

E 3 "atrent 
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., alfent to, and belief o(, the holy ebrijiitJw 
u religion, as contained in the · fcriptutes of 
" the DIJ and ntW tefiament, and of the uud~ 
.. commonly C'olled the ato/f/es trml, and o1all 
u altO cake the oath, & t' and make--the decla· 
u ration again(\ popery, in_ the faid aa requir· 
64 rd ; fh.ltl Aave the full benefit of all the faid 
u ClltOlptions by that at\ intended, in the fame 
" manner as if he had performed all the con· 
" dhion1 and qualifications by that alt hither· 
•• to required ; any thing in the (aid aa or in 
.•· any other alb to the contrary ill ID1 wife 

· •• DOt\vithfianding. 

·You cannot but {te to what a ctread(ol ftate 
we moO be reduced, lhouldiuch clauf~ obtain. 
The church would, by the repeal of the t!fl. 
be ·left much more \1Dgoarded, than by th~ 
•epcal of the «t4uul andfihifm aas i bec:aufo 
lllftJ of the fcbifmati.cs, ha'ing too much 
jtlllillg coofcieece, will Aill be kept out if the 
latter abtaios, rather tbao pro!litote ao inni· 
tutioa of Chrifi'a to the purpofes We have 
appoioted: But by the removal or the td/, 
aR4 the admiffioQ of the Dthtr daufe, our 
thQreh will be fo laid opeo, that c1Jrijtia11ity 
alooe will be made the teft. There will thell 
k ao end of the power of [om1 o-.er the con­
Icience• of otiHrs ; and men wnt be led to form 
thtir judgtmDts_, oaly b-y the laws of the gof • 

.ofel-,. 
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pet, :md me ntotiYes of !ftOther world. If fMh 
pernitious daufes Rtould be ~a•!t~d, the djf. 
turbers of th~ church's "'P1i wouJd ba~ no 
e~tbtr rcnraiot, bot the preccprs of chrHHilnhy; 
and all ttfliformity inJeniim.tot would be alN · 
ltlhed, bat wha.t ariks from tr•tb, and afou.rl 
toqairy afru it. By- tbek and a fe_w I!Kh 
111can3, c:hrifliaaity woald be reduced to the 
tobditi~ in which Chrilll~ft it ; ·and all the 
aaDy, and fnqoenrly coatrary, decilions of 
'tk 'harch io all ages g~-u~ to the aoerry,g 
tlcciGQGl « Quill, of which then every mtG 
wW be allowed to judge for himfelf, and noc 
1he church for him. Chdtl•s {piFitoal vice­
terCiltl m1rtl then fubmit to Chritl; and his 
temporal •ic:ege~ots would then no longer ail! 
aad aiift them io potting .their r.tw J~.ws in 
aec.eioll. In tl«t, there woald then be aa 
«Del oi yuuE..ou kbemt ei Ykqcrea~ • 

• 
Let tU melaQ(bQJiy conJideration of the(e 

things, bciag you, rn:trtnd dol/or, froDJ your 
kat at Eaton; and make yott fufpeod your ar-

. 4ous a~plicatioa to the d4/fos for a while, t<> 
atteDd the finking canfe of the chu~ch. 1. 
might alarm you and others on tbis occafi9n, 
ia your ewa pathetic maaoer, awake, ye 
8114{" I ye ShtrltJth I' y~ Car:o1UI ye '' 
lllttrtl s of tAe c1111mitt• I Are yc all afleep 

E 4 wbco 
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when your honour and your darling fchem.­
o( chur<;h-power is at tlake ? Is there none of 
your fraternity that have ttlflllity, uif~~re or 
;,tJinati611 for this oecelrary work-? For ihame, · 
let us not fit tlill ; but ler all tongues and aU 
pens be employed in the bonell purpofe .of 
fllf dtjirtr1; VIe koqw all·things are lawful, if 
expedient for the welfare of the church: Let 
fome of US' therefore call calumnies on the 
great author of this mifchief, that eoemy of 
oqr power, and· ~lrerter of the liberties of ~an­
kind: Let us endeavour to make him-appear 
folemnly perjured ; as injuring the charaaer of 
our Lord and Saviour; and· as dellroying:all 
the common notions of right and wrong, if . 
they h.tppen to ftand in the way; or elfe let 
lis exhibit him· to· the populace, a~ a whining. 
complaining, low and tedi~s writer, fit only 
to make women and children weep ; . or elfc aJ 

artful cunning and prevaricating; and all tbis, 
only in order to advance his own worldty ia-
tereft and advantage. · 

Let us not be wealj in well·doing; but let · 
us go on clamouring for the church, aod re• 
proachiog all we ditlike as enemies· to lt. Let 
us talk loudly of fecret defigns among the dif­
fenters ; reprefent them aU as fchifmatica ; and 
all fchifmatics in a ftate of d~tmnation ;- aotl 

· thea· 
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tlaco when we have fuut them out of God's 
favour, 'twill _not be diiicult to make them 
~ted by men. 

Above all, Jet the pulpits ring, on die great 
anoiverfary . of this month, of the mifch'ief 
perpetrated in the times of confufion i let us 
~barge it all on the dilfenters, and on any part 
of them t,hat ~e would have appear moft odi­
ous ; and let us charge it upon them, not as 
aocidentaJJy·dooe by them. or as provoked ta 
.it by any ill ufage ; but as aecelf;uily .Bowing 
-from their principles; which we caupot then ·' . ..,, 
render coo monftrous : Charge . them as hating 
.aU government ; as. enemies to all chrHlians. 
but thofe of their own party; but .efpecially 
charge them with an hereditary averfion to. 
·every individual of the church-_of England. 

By tbefe . aod the like means the populace: 
may be wrought up to madncfs; and wet ' 

·know what effeCt~ their madnefs prodo~c:cl 
in the late pious queen's time, the great tem­
poral ticegerent of Chrift; and what deva-

' flations followed all over the kingdoms; 
• till at lafi fue was fo eo:ligbtened as to part 
· with her minifiry. But of that I need fay no 
· morer it beiog freili in every one's memory • 
. Let us comfort and encourage · owf~lvca in 
· • -~ E S · tho 
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the ufe of the fame means ;- and tboug& arrf 
bill lhould now pafs prej.ddidal to our ambi­
•ioue hopes, we know . not what etraases '!10 
JQay be ~blc to eata: At leafl: if wo arc . no~ 
•blt to work 1tpon the inhibit ~mp« of 
the praCeot · telDpGral ?icegertor, wet lhall b)l 
thcfe z~d!J methods have the pleafa~e of em• 
'arraaiag aod perplex-ing his atf'.tirs, a we diet 
tlrofe of hi's pttdecc.ffur kiDJ. Willi6flll. 

.,Yonll:e, r~t~wtnd-' Sir.., I haft doae all that 
. . an. be espelted frem a tolllftrJ t:11rtlll; I bn• 
;~· de(end'cd', upon JODI' print~ tbe- dr•in• 

ltlthol-jty of our eftabJilled dnnh, ae fntld: 
b.y Chdft.'s commilione• die dfil •aetftrate-._ 
lrt aid and aSi&atu:c of his fpificvat. rite;. 
gereJ:}ts, the <>lergy. I !tate infefted the -. 
utlity of fttbmiffioa. to- futlt •kegeNat& .... 
the fame principles; and.ha-.e dlewo·that thefO: 
t011l1Di4oner~ Gl Chritl maJ .. ke aft ofanJ 
meatts-,. hewe'ftt unehrifliaO) or apropeor, ..,.. . 

. Jecare fuclk efbblilbmcnt J aact may iaflia 
what · peDalt~s they pteale oa aD di&atn!­
froe it, cfPeci.Miy if thy appNhCod. it aeetf. 
&ry for dicit felf.:.ddeoce : To fttcngtbea t~Jt 
argulbeat, I hut !hew& it to be &k pra&ic• 

· fif all ch.llf'Che., the refor~~tad o wdl ae ,.,.. 
pUb, wbcMYer ••Y hJWe-aoaay time tftousht · 
it proper .for tllltit fclf· u._e: AJIII buer 

wu, 
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laaty, added what ad•ice I think proptr ro be 
taken in the prefent junlture, drawn. from 
my obfe"~tions oo the ptaflicc of all trur 
cburcbm~o. 

I have only to reqaelt of you and oar bre­
thren of inftoence, in return for thefe myla..­
bours, that, for rhe benefit of my bookfeller • 
.Jon would recommend this fmall Jraa to aU 
7oung dergymm and others, who · preach 
ciNltfl-f,.mtJIIs in the crty i>f LtJntlD• and_ parts 
adjacent~ as containing proper b;nts for fucb 
compofures. Which will oot only forwar<l 
aUt laMd~ deiign; bllt wUl mudl obli&o 

R. F.· 
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L E T T E R 
· _ To a Friend in LatJctifhii-t·-,. · 

CccaGooed by a Report, concerning !11-
. ju11!lio11'S and J>rcbibiJiPn$ by .dut!,_ 

rilJ ~ &~.... . 

$/~ Y 0 ttlt lajl litter e~pre!J"cdr • muchl 
greater mu,.,, than I ba11e eftr dif~ 
covtred in ~co 8ft7 ether accoo~ 

You ten me, thar yo~~; hue affUrances frOJnl 
·many ia. yCMJr paru., wbofC iatelli!eace i .. ftiJ! 

good, that there- it certaiely. a ddga on foor,. 
amongft the '\'Jt rlfi#TI1tll.fotlltrs of our thllf'eh.­
to procmre from the ci"iJ t~uiHiriiJ, fuch· diulli­
llts, ittjwn!li•n1, or proh • .,.as may elfeeluai­
IJ pat a ftop to tbc tl.Ht,,. w&ai,h have been: 
el tate retincl CGaCUaio& alae dotlrinl of th~ 

• That cl1il tratl was wr.ittea by bifhop Hoadb·.., 
the judicious will kc from the ftyle, and manner of 
poinliag, pccuNar to the- bifbop: alld I add, J;)r. 
6i.• ftc:la* lliaOp 1hru/IJ II be rho audlor. 

killiiJ. 
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trinity. Upo~ which, you expollulate wit& 
• ari unufnal warmth: You declare the pr•tt~ 
jlant taujt, ( confidertd as diftinll: from the­
popijh,) to be left defiitute of all fupport ; and 
:fou condu_de, at }aft, Y"tliit not ;, Gath, pul· 
lifo it not in tht jlrtds of Aflalon. 

i do not at ail wonder, that you abound 
.in thofe parts with all fuch reports andjloriu, 
.as carry any teflexioo along with them upc5n 
·the prot¢ ant caufi. You ,are th'ttt, perfedly 
furrounded with thofi, whofe bu:tinefs it is tO' 

invent, propagate, and improve, every thing of 
that fort : As we have multitudes about- this; 
grtat eityf to help f.orward the fame work ;-and 
to diftrall: the minds of men from feeing or· 

. improving the prcfeot glorious view of public 
happiaefs, w~ic.h God hath wonderfully plat:ed 

· before our eyes. Nor do I wonder that y~u, . 
• being perfuade~ of the truth of the report, 

fuould grow warm. -wi4hin f,__,t the uneafy 
- thouglit of fuch a proced-ure , becaufe I know 
· you to be a followef' of Chrf/1, _and not of aDy 
' mqjler upon ·eatth; and a pr1tljlan1 entirely 
: upon that avowed principle of prot!f/antifm,-

"iz. that all 11un ht~vt u right to eqnfult th1· 
· Scriptures, as the rult d( tl-eir o'Uin faith t~nd 
. prailiu: Which I havt:: heard you often a.tiirm 

dJ11 (an~t 111, flnlifs a perfttl liberty h lift for 
de~ating 
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Je!Jating their true fe!lfe, in all points,, tina' •t . 
all times equally. 

But you will excufe· ·Die, if I d'o not' expref's 
the fame warmtli of concern, u pod the fame 
occa6on ; when I tell you that I am fo far from 
believing the truth of the rtport, that I canoot 
help being confident that it is on1 of thofe nu· 
merous inventions~ with wliidl. onr pvpifo ad~ 
tJerforits are continually at ttiis time loading 
our cauft, and keeping op the fpirits ef an in 
their inttrl}l: whiCh; I mull ten you, would 
not be at the heighth they now are at, with' .. 

. ~llt the grcatefi art and martat~~n~nt. 

Can I poaibly admit ~ iato my thoughts, 
.th-al my lords the bijhops; tlian whom oo mog, . 

. -,:apoo that bmch, fince the riformation, ever 
more thoroughly underflood. the cauft of rtli• 
gi•tr; ot firenuoufiy oppofed every degree of 
1'1"'1 and antithrifliatrijm : Can I .ever believe 
that pnfons of fach underfianding, and fuch 
iDtegrity, can poffibly be cm.bark'd in fu~h a 
aelign, ,which mufi in effctl defiroy the weight 
of all their own argummts againft the church o£ 

· Rt1m1; and not only weaken, but roor up the 
foundation of the reformation itfelf? Far be it 
from me, to entertain ~ven the fufpicion of i.t. 
Their /mijhips underfiand the gmmth of pro­

. trjlqntifm too well, to think of f!lch mtth•a's. 
. . • • ADd .. 
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And the undtniable etidence of fuch argr.mrntr, 
., we have often ditcourkd OYer, ia roo clear. 
to tl:nn,. I verily believe, ever to permit tbtm 
to attempt the remedy of any imagined I'Uif 

tr~~tJifiU'tttt, at the exgeo.<:c of. the cl:rijlia» 
caufi itfelf. 

lf, when we writc·a1ain1l the--p11pijli, it be 
true, that points, tho' fcttled by all mlljiajli((tf 
t~uthDrit1, may and ought to be £rcdy difcuffed 
and debated : thall it noc be true, when a:, 
ourCelvet arc concerDCd 7 

If we are ~114., te an oar ftbatet wim tw,. 
to fly 10 tM. &ripturts; aad co declare tlum to> 

be the "''' of fmth : StJatt 'ft not permit t&at 
li~lrlJ to all othen; which w' can only claim, 
•• lt is the ccmm111 right of all chrijli1111s., aad 
aot as any tbhlg appmprlattd to ourfelfcs. t 

1f tbe Stripms be the '11th of my fllil~ 
l~ed tod I!IOt in 1mrdt· onfr: ftow can lt be 
fo, if I be not to jadge fer my&lf, what i!1 in iP, 
and what is not~ for, il tfre thtwmi~tlltims of 
e>thert, are to bind me up, or ti~ tne down, to 
(uch a particutar inttrpremtiDn; then, it is not 
the Script11r1,. wbica is the rule ot my faith;. 
bit thofe tktcrmir.atims of uth(rs • 

• 



If the Sc'l'iphlfw be the rlllt of fllith, ancl 
11pon this very t('OOUnt, an .pptal coollatlf 
to be made to it : ftow can this be doue, if 
tlt6"t" aod eng11ir its are fupprelfed l 

. Jf .it be the r11u of faith, it mull be (o equal· 
ly in all points. If not in 111/ points ; then in 
"' point. And, if in all; how can any one Cf(" 

more points be excepted, without S}'lllng up 
the whole? or declari11g, that ·it lball be ou 
,.1111 or Dot our r11k1 as Wt ahiok .fit l 

IE we be not iajallilk ia all things ; we are­
Dot infaOiMt in any '"'· And {o reciprocally,. 
if in any ""; then are we equally infallible io-­
a/1. But infallibility is laughed out of counte­
. aaace, in all o~ar difpetet whh abc R..,.,ijl,. 
How is i1 po&blo · tbeo. to except aey OQO· 

.nicJt, or tfirtt, oat oi the aUlllbtr; wit~ 
r«orriog to that imaltibllity, which we fo. 
juftly eq,Jode t caa lt poaibly bt alirmcd,. 
that, tho' we are aot iafatuble ia 1111 our de­
cifiODS ; yet in tlis we are : aDd therefore 
ordaio, that no farther light, cao, or lhaiJ,. 
brtak in upoo us l 

Ifweheaot inf.Jlilk,wemay trr. Ifwemay 
"'• we may"' in aU poia;s, equally. 1f io aJt 
' puUu'• 
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point; then in any ont particular point. An~ 
fo, if we allow·debates, and enquiries, in any ; 
there is no remedy: We are obliged~ in eori-
fcience, to allow theeh in an. . . 

If tbe whole proldlant cau{t be (o entirely 
'built upon this, that it would never have- fub· 
_failed in the world, but by calling an private 
perfons to die Scriptilres themfelves ; and· per· 
fuading them to labour after a right under· 
.Aanding of them : How can this fame cauft 
poaibly be defended, witliout the fame allow· 
ance in an ca(cs equany, ofan opptol to tlitm, 
about the true meaning of the. fame Scriptum l 
·or, was that meth-:d only a fort of ftojfolding in 
religio, ; to be pulled down again, as foo11 as 

.- :thefulnic w.lS ereacd to our mind- ~ 

· If the Scriptllrt be the ru/1 o( faiih, in 1111 
things; then, aU chriflians have a: right to 
-eonfult and debate about the true meaning of 
this rule, in· a, particular poi&it. And·, if fo; 
fhen, what is· it to uctpt a111 particular point ·1 
out of the number; and to declare thar, about 
this, there fuall be no farther Jtbtltts,· but all 
,AlaU acquiefce in the flttltd inttrprttation of the 

• ftxts that relate to it: What, is this, l fa}', 
but to fay that the Scripture is not the· rult of 
faith to private pcrfons in . this plrbcolar· 
paint l 

.. -" 
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1f:it ·be cooflaptly Qbjelled againtl the Ro­
;T~tani/ls, as the ,greatell e1dl, that they ihut up 
~he S&tiptum from their ptoplt; and only di!h 
out to them fuch dollrints a.s th.eJDfclves pleafe : 
J.low filall :We ever be able to o~jell: chis again; 
,or to infifi upon the wlckednefs Q[ it ,; if we 
~qr(elves, .as to this one point, .do tbe very 
.f,upe? I fay, thttlliJ famt. For, what is it to · 
fop,.prefs ~11 debqtts ~bout the true meaning of 
the ttxts, relating.to OJle arti&le; but; in truth, 
.to .fout up ~hofe .particulllr t1xts, as .etfell:ually, 
.as if thc:y were not in being ? And what is it 
to jbut up any particu~r texts, ~ut to declare 
jn effea that we have .a right to .fupt up t~ll, 
)Vbenevc;r we feelit.? · · . ' 

When ·texts of &riptur1 are 'in words pro­
,pofed to us, with fuch a particular iotecpreta­
tion affixed to t\lem ; and fuch a particular 
lht1riJU. deduced from them ; and no allowance 
for dthlltes about theQl : Can they be faid, any 
more properly1 to be t1xts of Scripturt for ou.r 
ufe; than if thefe interprttations , or daflrints, 
were given out to us, \tithout th1m 1 And, do 
not the wmls of &ripturt, in this method; 
-become only af.wm, for diQIIUJ .and ttrtmo11J 
fake.-? 

lf 

l 
., 
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If the popijls drcree you lhall not dtb~ I 
·the meaning !)f ~hofe words, this is my l~>dJ' 
but take them according to the dettrmillfJti~~~ 

of thdr chtmh, to lignify a ch::mge into Chr~'t's 
11atural bvdy, without any farther t'-'fjllirits i 
.and the pn;td/ants declare this to be unchrijliu11 
and unwPtTantablt: With w~at grace can they 
-themfehres afterwards decree, that tho' this be 
,fo unchrifiian, in this point, ·Or any other that 
·we ourfelves do not admit ; yet, in the d~llri111 
of the trinil)·, it is very ju~ and right, and 
.very chrifiian, to ordain, that -oo one lhalt 
difpute·about any .particular Wtt relating t<J 

.this·; either, whether it be found in any ma,u­
ftript; or, fuppofing it genuine, what is the 
ttue meaning of it i Let the ~hings be placed 
-together in the light of comporifi"; ·And then, 
kt the tiiffmnct of pn;ettiMr. be found oot, if 
flOffible ? 

Is it truth, or fa!jh~~ti, we defire to preferve~ 
1fit ·be truth; it ftands not ia need of fucll 
.flldhods. If f.dfouod, it ought not to be tak.ea 
.care of. 

Is it tratll, or f•lfh,J, we ddire to guard 
.againft? lffa/jhHd; this mttluti is rather likely 
to make -it pafs for.tr11tb~ when it is not per-
mitted to thew itfelf. If trut~; then we 
arc fc:lf-condemoed. Or rather, remove atl 

- dtbates; 
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:I hates; and lrU.th and fallood, are ooly fo 
~~nany Jjl!ob!ts put together, fignifying no more 
-than .!Jioblijhti, .and na !flab 1jhti, 

- . ' 

If it be faid, that it is reafonable to fuppofc 
ft«h poiftts we!l fet!lcd after fo many year~ 
.polfe6ioa .; the pop!fls muft have the advantage, 
in this argument; who have .fo mach greatec 
ltngtb of tirtu, ao jallify their moft abfurd 
>ltllttl : befides that they man be now., lrllt or 

. falft, j uft wt{at they wm at the beginning of 
<the rtjtmllfltitll, wheD they were fettled : un-· 
lcfs tif!U can alter thofe two properties; or turo 
follillt men into in.fol/ihlt. It is allowed 
•that no one inttrpr~tation of any ttxt, or doc .. 
trine drawn from :it, can be ftttled i ifollihly • 
. And therefore, whatever it be, it ma1 tt falfe ; . 
. and therefore, it is ahuys certain, it nuly and 
ought to be examine-d. ~pecially, •his mu£1 
hold good in ~II points of a ,nict and c:x.traordi-. 
-nary nature, fettled all at once, before there 
.could be oppottuoity for exaa and diffufiv~ · 

.apiries. 

[s it all at fall to be ·refoJved into ptatt, and 
~t•itt 1 This.removes t,.uth or JaljhH t, out of 
the fUtjliflfl. And, if this be a good argument 
ofor civil difcouragunmts, and prohibitims; thea 
b1etfed be the ;,,quijitio'~, which moll etfell'ually 
.keeps all things quiet: and bldfed be that 

JluJidity· 
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JJ•piJity .and il"oranu, which .BoarHheth under 
fudl difcipUne. Let us recall thtft into the 
·world : and all will be as nlent, as dljllatioll 
itfelf. But, .indeed, .we know how to give a 
Ju/dWnbal anfwn .to Ulis, when the papijls urge 
this. · W..e can reply to .tlum, " This is a fatfe 
~' notion of the PIM' of &be chtuch: which 
" conlifis not in the 11nity of priftffon, but the 
"unity .of ajfi!lion. God r~uires of 1,11, to 
" fearch into his truths: and we arc to be. 
"judged atJaft, by oarownjudgmenta. We 
" have a right to be borne with, in our ditfe. 
" rences of opinion from one another. For 
'~ the tflmt ; we leave it to God. .But we 
" think nothing c~n prefervc a true peau, but 
" the •lkwanCt of mutual de!Jates ; and the 
" exercifi of mutual forhtaronu.. This ends ill 
" charity. The otber method, befides the 
" makin,g truth and fol/hood, and all religio~~J­
".egual, promotes peace only by promodng 
" fgMrance; and coofults quiet, at bell:, no 
« dtherwife, than as the dcfiroying all cifli.l 
" lihertJ, prevents tumults. The remedy, be· 
" fides the flandal to relz'gion, is worfe than 
" the Jtftoji. Nay, it is but a partial unequal 
" r.1medy. It could not prevent the refirma-: 
" tion.. 'which was a terrible breach of th~ 
" peace of the church, in the Rnnanijls opi· 
~~ Dion ;) nor many other ldfer e1forts.. :r., 

" fa)JJ 
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u falls hard upon none, but fuch honeft fouls 
1 ' as will tlill dare to fpeak what they think 
~' trllth and right. But it js a glorious advan­
~' tage to all, who are more concerned about 
"prif,mmts, than about true r4!igirm.'• 

T .bis, and much more, can we fay, wlien 
the papi/ls preclude us from all rtligious debates, 
under the poor pretence of pum and fuiet~ 

Let tH apply this to ourfelves, in Godts name : 
or, let us give up our caufe: which muLl have 
{uut in its very infancy, if t-his argumtnt had 
been good in itfelf; or thought good by us. 

How much more might be added ? And, 
can you poffibly imagine, that my lords tho 
bijh1ps, who have the cleareft view of what is 

, of importance to the pm!ftant tlltJfi; and, 
what is more, who are truly thrifiians, not to 
be moved to promote truth itfelf by any me­
thod, which Cbrijl himfelf never -pointed out 
to them·: Can ,you poffibly think, that fuch 
men; .prot!flants, and ~hr!Jlians, with that 
'fJtnerab/e good man at their head, whofe life 
hath been worn away by his unwearied ual 
for the protiflant ~ouft; will ever confent, 
either to give to poptrJ, in any one point, a 
frelh tlrengtb~ ~y inculcating an impli~ite JaithJ 
or to recede one ftep from the fpirit of that 

V 0 L. III. · F gofpel, 
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g'.[pel, by which they firmly expell to lu: 
judged. ' 

No, my frie,nd, I hope httttr things: I be­
lieve better things: I am confident of IJttttr 
things. My IGrds the bjhops are as f~nfible, .as 
any ~en living, 

"'That the prote/lant cauft muft fuft'er ex­
" ceedingly in the world ; when it is fiill ob~ 
" ferved that their main and hDaj/td principii',. 
" is maintained and celebrated by them, only 
" when they arcr writing againfl P•P"1; but 
" upon any other occafion, is utterly forfakco . 
'' and forgot by themfelves. They know per­
" feCl:ly well, 

· " That if we be not infallihlt, we arefolllile;· 

. . 
" That if we be fallihlt, we are fallible itl 

1' all points ; · 

" That if we be Jallihlt in a//-points1 we 
" canriot poffibly claim an indifprrtablt aulhl-
" rfty In an1 ; ' 

"That if the Scripture be the rule-of faith; 
" i~ mull be fo, in all points, at all times, to 
" 111/ perfons, equally. 

''That 
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cc That if it be fo; it mu!\: lie open equally, 
" at all times, to ll11 perfoRS, · to be enquired 
n into io all points. 

" That, if dt!Jtzttl be not allowed in any. 
cc one, or more, particolar poinu, about the 
"rigbtfntji D.{ it; it is in thofe points,jl;td 11p, 
'' as an ·inacceilible arcanrnn. · 

" That no anfwer can be given to the pa-· 
"piJh~ by thofe~ who, in any infianees, or any 
" degree, deny that to others, which they 
" themfclvcs claim from them, as the lfJmmon 
" right of chrijlians. . 

cc That any fort of indifptdahlt audui11, 
" call it what you pleafe, is the fame, in dfell, · 
" with abfolute injal/ihility ; and every degree 

- " offuhmiffion to it, as fuch, is the very fame . 
" with implicitt faith and fuhjtlliin. 

" That.the ptatl of the churth, in any good · 
" fenfe, can never come in competition with· 
" the "mmon right of Cr!Jiians, or their liher­
" IJ of debating points of rtligion: But, in a 
'' true fenfe, is thtn it its heighth, and in its 
" glary, when mutual firhtarance 6ourilheth; 
" and not, when a profound jilt~ is efta-
" blilhed. · 
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cc That all parti11, and all ptrfint, fee ancl 
" own this to be the truth of God, when they 
" themfdves are untbrmqjl: And therefore, 
~' that they mull ackn9wledge it to be fo, 
5 ' when they are uppermqjl. 

" That t-tligi,,, and ev.ery .thing rclatiog to 

" it, is a matter of dHiu; and not of foret. . 

" That the riformation was wholly founded 
" upon our common right to debate about the 
~' Jin:fo of Scripture. 

" That the chriflian religion can approve= 
" of no method of propagating truJh, colt­
" tr ary to this.'' 

Thefe things, I fay, are perfeCHy well 
known to my lords the hijhops. And that is 
enough to arrure you, that your neighbours 
the papijls have no reafon to infult yon, upom 
what you will, I trufi, find to be a caiumny 
raifed, and propagated, by their ·own friends. 

Believe me, their lmijhips have good {enfe, 
learning, integrity, zeal for the ·honour of 
chritlianity, as well as the protefiant caufe, in 
a moll defirable degree. They are chrif/i6ns ; . 
they are pritUJants; they are Britons; they 

arc 
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are the fupporters of trut ulurty: Which is 
but a word inj!fi,if the chief and 'moll: -defi­
rable libtrty of a rtafonablt crttlturt, be either 
taken away, or broken in upon. And, there­
fore, I fay, depend upon ir, it is not concciiv­
ab.le that men of fuch chorat1ers, can efpoufe 
a dtjign, of which 1 will fay no more than I . 
llayc already faid. 

1 lllllt 

London, D1t. 15, 
. J71.ft 

.ti11r m~jl finurl Jri1ntl, 
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T R U E C H U R C H M A N,.a 

REASONS 
For Repeallog tbc: 

Corporation· and Teft-Aets, &c.• 

- -s I R, 

I N compliance with your requell: in yours 
of tbt 13fh inllant, I have under­
written given you my deliberate thoughts 

on oar brethren the proteftant dilfenters, · 
who, you tell me, are endeavouring now to 
obtain a repeal of the aCls above-mentioned, 
which r .fball &ive you with the utmoft plain­
nefs, freedom, ~nd lincerity, and as fuiJy as 
my other affairs' and this lhort letter will allow 
me to do it; and as one that confiders, aDd 

• Dr. Hou/1, when bifhop of StJifo,.y, gave 
the manufcript of this ttall to Dr. A'1Jt'J• with. 
Jais leave to p.hlidl or fwpprefs it. as the doaor · 
tboQ&ht it. The ftile fbews the bHhop to be the 
aulhor. · 

Fs 



130 f'ht Pillars •/ PlliESTOR.AFT 

• ought to remember, that my adnnced _ ~ 
will fooa bring me to give an account (among 
all my other aaions) for what I now fay to 
you, and that before the moll righteous 
judge of the world. 

1 need not fpeod a great deal of time to 
remind you of the narrow views of thofe who --~ 
got thofe afls pafs'd, . nor of · the dreadful 
confequences of the vile profanation of the 
higheft and mofi facred infiitution of the only 
Son of God, and the ~nly innocent Son of 
Mao; who commanded, that till he comes to 
judge the world, it ihould be done (not as a 
qualification for f civil or military office) but 
in remembrance of him, and ef what he did 
and Coffered for us :·.in which folemn remem-
brance is necdl"arily implied~ and required of 
us, the flrongeft love, the greateft gratitude, 
and the moll exafl obedience to our glorious 
Redeemer~ and to all his commands, that we 
are capable of. Now, my friend, can you 

· f.rppofe that our great Lord and Saviour ever 
intended that thfs high and moll folemn feall 
with himfelf, fhould be laid in common to 
his declared enemies, as well as to his pro­
felTed friends. 

You tell me 7udas, that betrayed him, was 
one who received the facrament with the 

other 
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other eleven, which eleven were our Lord's 
profefs'd and real friends: I aofwer, I grant 
you that, and .more, even that 1udas at die 
fame time was known by our Lord, (who, ·as 
be was God, knew all things) . to be his 
enemy. Bot it is plain, by the folidtous 
examination that the difciples made of them­
felves, upoo our Lord's atfuring them,.that 
one of them would betray him ; that Judas 
lflariot was a profetfed lover of his Lor~, 
whom he knew, by his afionilhing miracles, 
by his holy life, and heavenly doCl:rines, was 
God and Man, and, in that capadty, came to 
pay a mofi perfeCl: obedience for us to the 
laws of heaven, which the firft Adam, and all 
his race then in him, had rebelliouOy broken; 
and to Jay down his life for all that ever had, 
did then, or lbould thereafter believe oo, 
and accept of him, as their . liege lord and 
{overeigo. In all probability, .if Judas's vii~ 
laioy aod bypocrify had beeo known to the 
cle~n, (as it certaiolx. was to our Lord) 
Ptttr and the refi. woQld have endeavoured to 
have defeated his intention of betraying him: 
but then how would that prophefy of him be 
fulfilled, that his own profeffcd and familiar 
friend lbould lift up his heel a~infi him~ 

·And how could his being betrayed by a pro-
feffed friend be fuch a part of his humili-

t' 6 atioJl 
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ation for us, as 'fas before- hand told as \nl 

to be a mark of his being the true Meffiah ? 
Who, though his heel wu to be bruifed by 
the old ferpent, yet was he to break the 
devil's head or power, and fo gloriouay aod 
triumphantly to deliver; by his life and death, 

. all that believe on laha, and accept of him as 
·their king, put_ of Satan's kingdom, and to 

reflore them to the favour of God, and put 
them into a much happier and fecurer ftate 
for ever, than they would have been, if their 
firft father and common reprefeotative had 

· ne-rer joined with the apoftate angels in re­
belling againft hea'fetl. Though I do ·oot 
believe that infinite wifdom, power, and 
goodnefs, could ever be at a Jofs to find oat 
a way to fave a rebellions world, (with a falvo 
to his own jullice, which had declared, that 
man dlould die if he rebelled) yet liDce the 
oflended majeRy of heaven thought fit to take 
this method, and to accept of an equivalent, 
that he might honQarably {ave us, I cannot 
help believing that it was the beft wa7 that 
even infinite and united wifdom, power, and 

· goodnefs, cQ_u)d contrive, moft expreffive of 
his love to his enemies, who had once borne 
the ima$e of tb«ir mak-er, and the moft likdy 
method to taro our fixed enmity qf God ioto 
love, admiration, and gratitude. The AI- · 

lllighty 
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mighty bimfelf feems to fpeak thus when he 
fays, What t:fiUid I· hatJe done more than I hav1 
tlo111! But did any of the apofiles of our Lord 
ever encourage ok' force openly profane· 
fweaien, drunkards, whortiDOngers, Jyars, 
covetous perfons, (or idolaten) and the likt', 
to partake of the facrameot of the: lord's 
{upper. Are not all focb declared to be 
cbUdren of the devil ? Do not fuch as arc 
thus optaly wicked carry the . ·mark of the 
devil in their forelleads-? And did ever Chrift, 
or his aporues, make · the table of the Lord 
the table of devils l Did the greateft king 
that ever was on earth, the king of kings, 
ever make a law, that if Judal would nbt 
partake with him of that his fopper, he Otoold 
no longer hold his o.ffice of treafurer l No ! · 
far from it; even J11das's thea .eating and 
drinking with our Lord and his difciples, 
were .{in bim) voluntary atli~s, though 
forefeen by the God that made him, and 
whom be betrayed: and hating no Teft-aa 
to extenuate his crime, his wickednefs was 
the greater, in betraying his very belt: tiiend 
with a k.ifs.; for he made the fame profeaion 
of Jove', gratitude, and obedience, that the 
eleven did. If you will but ferioully and 
impartially coofider this thing, I am furc 
:roa ·will ~oada\lc (as 1 han done for maay 

years) 
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years) that the proil:ituting the moll folemn 
and farred fu·pper of ottr Lord to fecure· places 
·of profit or honour, to thofe who, though 
uer fo notoriouOy wicked, will (by comply­
ing with the faid afr) intitle themfeives to 
be called church men, is a high affront to 
God, and a foul blot upon any chrifiian 
church that encourages fuch n corruption, 
of which church I profefs myfelf an unworthy 
member: bat one that mourns for all our 
imperfe8iops, and would rejoice to fee all 
chrillian churches firmly eflablilbed and' flou· 

. rHh, upon the doflrine and pradices of tlie· 
apofiles and prophets, Jefas Chrift himfelf 
(ana no other) being the chief corner !lone. 
I hope our ftability will never depend on the 
proflitution of the moft facred inllitution of 
our Lord, to ferve fecular and nnjuftifiabJe 
purpofes. But you fuggdt, that you believe 
the protefiant dilfenters, in their prefent 
endeavours, (or at leaft many of them) are 
11ot fo much aiming at the honour of their 
and our great lord and mailer, and at re­
moving this blemilb from our church, as at 
being capable of having civil and. military 
offices.; And you feem to fear, that if the 
king's hands lhould be untied. and he lboul<l 

' have liberty to employ as officers proteftant 
di.lfcnters, as well as churchmen, (as all our 

kings 
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kings ever, by the aforefllid a~ have bad to 
employ a few of them in the navy) thu, ge­
acraJ.ly fpeakiog, they being (in appearance 
at leall) {oberer men than the generality of 
_our oificers that pafs for churchmen, by R­

ceiviug the_ facrament as .the faid Tell-aCts 
require, though they ar-e feldom to be feen h1 
a church at other times, it will put very great 
difficulties on many who are of our church: 
they mull either make great friends, and grow 
fober and diligCJlt, whiCh · is not very agree· 
able to many of them, or theJ cannot get into 
an employment fa .ealily ·as they can, now 
there arc fewer competitors; I . have obferved 
(you fay) by many .of -us, who have -li5erty 

· . to employ what fcrvants we pleafe, that we 
choofe to truft a protefrant dHfenter, th:a we 
are well affured is an honell, faber, diligent 
mao, rather than one who cannot hone fac:h 
a recommendation, though he tells us he .is 
a true churchman : and they are frequently 
chofen as conAables, yc:a, as wardens of .oar 
churches,. or any other troublefome office, 
provided it has no profit attending it. 

To tbis I reply, that I wUl not anfwer for 
all the dHfen ters ; that their chief views ate 
.at the honour of our Redeemer, and at the 
J"~OYing'Of a bleuWh ill our dlurcb. kis 
_, probable 
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probable many of them aim cbi«4y at belag 
upon a level with us iA civil and military 
affairs; ancl1 for my own part, I cannot feo­
any · rcafon to deprefs them. They agree 
with us in all the fubilantials of our holy 
religion ; and as to lelfer and indifFerent 
things, that we all agree ue Co in tbemfelves, 
I wilh to God they were left fo in their ofe, 
and that none 1tould take on them to lord it 
over God's heritage. They ar~ as good 
friends to king Gnrgt, and his faithful mi­
nifiers of fialle, as yoo or I, or the beft 
churchmen can · be; and t~y are the only 
friends that the true church of Engltr11d haYe,· 
and can depend on. We all profefa we are. 
journeying tO\Vards heuen ; why then lhoold 
we fall out by the way l Is it any detri­
ment to ·us to .have our rruefi frieDds able 
to affifi as with their perfons and purfcs l 
Po they not reafiily join us in all eleBions, 
when our civil ancl religious rights depeed 
Oil fuch eleltiODS ? Did they DOt ftand firmly · I 

by us in ouc ftreatefi difirelfes, whco popery, 
fiavery, .aod all forts of debauchery, thrc!akn'd 
to .invade and defiroy us, and our religion? 
Did we not then promife, in our danger, 
that we would come to a temper with. them? 
And what haft we ever dooe fol' them, 
except giviDg *• 1oM - .wodblp God in 

- · the 
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the manner that they beliue in their coo­
fci~:nces is moft pleafing to him; which is 
giving them nothing but what their Lord and 
ours had given tMm before : for, as they • 
always preached Jefus Chrift, and him cru­
cified, though they did not follow us, our 
pallionate predecetrors -errtd as much in fi­
Jencing and perfecuting them, as our Lord's 
difdples did, .who were for fileucing and 
ejec9ing all who caft out de.;ls in his name. 
nly becaufe they did not follow them.· If 
the difl'enters, in tbelr turns, hiYe been guilty 
of the fame fault towards us, their faults will 
JIOt excaCe aa io coatbiuins to do that whicla. 
we OWD was a fault iA them : for their Lcri 
•od ...,. · bH Jbi&Jy COIDJDioded us to cle bJ 
.U .,. 'DGt 'U we are done· by) but as we 
·woald be dooe by ; to Jove one allotbcr u we 
love oorfet.es, and as he loved us., and by hit 
veat apoftle Pall/, to give DO occafion of 
o.fFence; to lay no ftumblint-bloas in .the 
way of our brethren: if we are tlrong, not te 
o.fFend our weak brethfen, even by eating of 
meat; though that is a· thing undoubtedly 
lawful in itfelf, much lefs have we any power 
to force our doubting weak brethren to cat 
meat, which they fcrupte, or cannot digeft,, · 
or'to ..abllain from it, when they think it 
lawful and expedient ; or to make fuch things 

terms 
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terms of conimlinioo with us, which our Lorcf 
tnd Maller has not made f~ as the church of 
Rome take upon them to do by the laity. 
'Woe be to any that ihaJl add to his words ; 
I me;m, that lhall lay any firefs, or occafion· 
any fchifm, by their own additibos, or weak 
and doubtful iHuftratlooS' or explanations of 
God'~ Ja•s. Our bletred I:.ord, aad his 
apoflles, never refofed to own aoyras memben 
of the vifible chrilHan church, who repented­
of their fins, and profetred . their belief on­
him, as the great Meffiah ; and fucb and 
rbeir famUtes were baptiKd in the name of 
rhe Father, and of the Son, and of me Holy 
Ghoft~ and' dare we eaft fbch 01tt ·of our 
church w1rom God has received and owned l 
Let the enemies of chriftianity ·unchurch 
"them if they pleafe ; for my part I never will, 
but will always endeavour to do by them as I 
would have them do to me. But yon· afk 
me how· fhall the fiate b~ fecare? And· Olall 
we not endabger the protelbnt ituereft if we 
by afide this facramentat teft, and fo put 
'Papifls, .tfthtfjlt, DJfls, Muggletimians, Arzti­
IID111iims, Aria11s, S«i'lliaws; Frm'h (or falfe) 
prophers, and the like enemies to chrifiiaoity, 
into places of' power and profit. I anfwer; 
snuch better than the government or the 
~burch are oow fecured agaii.ft diem; by pre• 

fc:n:ing 
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:ferring nooe ~ut fuch as prodo~ a certificate, 
~gned by o~ of the minifters and three or 
·four principal and noted worthy members of 
the church . or congregation of which he is a 
member, (without fee, gratuity,· or re~ard) 
tellifyiog . that fuch j,erfon is w profefs' d 
protellant, and attebds the worlhiP' of God 

. in fuch particular proteftant congregation 
-. when in health, and his affairs do not call 

him abroad ; that they bc;lieve him to be a 
- good~ proteftant, and a faber, dili-gent, re-
-ligious, and honeft man; A fevere penalty 
may be laid on the counterfeiting and altering 
fach Ceftifi~tes ; aild aJfo OD any tliat filall 

·· fabkribe- any· of them, wheteby they gite any 
parfon a. cbanaer contraJ1 to what they 
know fuch perfon -deferves. Such a method 
as this would foon empty our taverns; ale-

. honfes, brandy:..fhops, and fields,- and fill 
oar churches and proteftant congregations on 
811111ioys, and other days, when our Maker-is 
to be wodhip~d : and many a· poor wretch, 

. that now never goes lato- a church, bot to. 
get or keep bi9 qualification, may, while he 

· is feekiug for loaves and fioftles, be carigbt ·in 
a net, which oar Lord has commanded· to be 
fpread for men. And, in a little tim-e, oar 
armies _and nav~ would not be terrible to 
fober religious men, as they have been for 

many 
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tnany yean laft pafi, by reafon of the moll 
· horrible, execrabie, and n~·ioveoted oathf1 . . 

curfes, imprecations, and other abominations, 
that are now beard and leen in our armies, 
nuies, cities~ towns, countries, vnJagci, 
rivers, &c. where wickednefs is generally and 
very ea.fily learnt, by the examples Df mea i11 
power and authority. This repeal (in. aU 
probability) . will fooner reform the maaocn 
of fucb as have any hopes of . ever .bciQi IDPf8 

than what· they Dow .are, or that w~ld DQt 

be always fervant,, tbao a thouf~d rcfor­
JQation-fcrmons, while tller.e. is notbiD& ,nOJC: 
required to. qualifJ a ~il for IJl ~ ~ 
bil receiving tla, _f.tcriiD•t :Of -JIM : ~· 
!upper tarM w iear .ti!IMS. a if~*'• •htltbcr 
.he be lit fqr it w. GQt. If lie -.sea., ~c 
auft JGfc liis place, •od be pat uader ot~r 
.w.ery fcvere Penaltia. If he tats and drinks 
unworthily, not . difccraiog the Lord's body, 
he eau and driaks damoatioa to himfelf: 
aDd if a- poor miniaer, that knows the oSicer 
that oJf~ to receive it is a devil, .or a child 
and frave of the dtvil's, and trembles at the 
thought of profaning the Lord's table by ad­
mitting him, fuould da~e to refufe- him, while 
in this deplorable condition ; this poor mi- · 
11iftcr (as the-law fiaods at prefent )· may · be 
rui.lled by fncll rcfufed officer: therefore 

whatever 

. ~ 

• ! 
I 
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11(1satever :views fome may have io r.eforming 
wh~t is amif.s, it can· never be too ·foon to 
ame'pd whatever dilhonours God, and the 
holy r~ligion he hi• infiitoted, and which we 
profef11. 

· As to the laA: quefiion you afk me, viz. 
Wherher I 'think this is .a proper time to 
addrefs for·an amendment of this law, which 
has kept fo many out of our churches, and 
~mbittered their fpirits againft us far treating 
tbeoi, as we tho.uld' D'Ot like to be treated by 
by them, .if 'the tables wer_e turned. I an-· 
fwer, That in my confcience I think it a 
proper, and the moft proper time; for the 
CoUowiag reaf90s. 

1. That none but· tbe· prefent tirtle can 
properly be called our' O\Vn: the time 2aft is 
not, nor will it ever be ·ours again; the future 
is not, and never may be . ours : and. we ate 
com~nded to work while it is day; and 
whatever our hands · fiqd us to d~ to do it 
wi~h all our ~.ight. ' . . 

2. We ha~ now a nio1l excellent king on 
the throne, ahd, ·bletred be:God, he is happy 
in a faithful mloillrY: ·and it muft certainly 
be a very pleafaOt thing. to him to make all 
his datifttl and lotiug fabjefu eafy, by be· 

fiowing 
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fiowiog favours -with ·an tmpartial band to 
thofe wbo equally, or moft, deferve them, 
and ar-e -fitteft for them. And we bave ne 
reafon to doubt that fuch· a prince wilf, with 
pleafure, firengthen the hands of his trueft 
friends of the efiablilhed church, who have 
been found, ever fincc the happy revolution, 
to he too powerful for all his majefiy's 
coemies among us, {tboqgb very nQmerous 
and mighty too) arhcn· we arc joined by the·. 
beam, purfe.s, counfels, and hands of ·.our 
prote8ant dilfenting friends. W c .are not fo 
vain .as .to im~gine that we, who arc his ma­
jefiy.'s heft friends of the efiablilhed church, 
are (by ourfelves) numerous, rich, and firong 
enough to gain a majority of heaJty friends 
to his majefiy, in. 0\lr arproachiog eleCtions, 
if our wemics have .art enough to breed a. 
mifu.nderftaoding between us, by making our 
only friends believe, that w~ of the eftablilhed 
church, who ar.c true fdends tQ his majefiy. 
would fain continue the greateft blemilh in 
our church, on purpofc to keop them out of 
their natural and civil rights, who chearfully 
and c:qually contribute, by their pcrfo11s, 
purfes, and labours with Ut, ··to fupport that . 
h.appy efiablithment in dte .£\ate, that God 
b.u blelfed us with, and to render his facred 
majeRy eafy iA the admiDUlratiOA of juftice. 

. Ancl 
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.And therefore, if we had no ~ther motive • 

. _but our own true interdl and prefervation. 
we ought to do our utmofi to enable and 

·oblige.our brethren, the protefiant dilfenters. 
_to join us in our common defence againfl our 
common enemies, which I have before-named. 
I. with there ~ere no other names or di­
fliklions among cl}ritlians than that of Pro-

' tdlants and Papi!l:s,; but then .there woul• 
not be fo , many exercifcs for charity or love, 
and mutual forbearance, as there arc: and if 
'!e have not thofc graces, and ihew (on aU 
proper occafion~ th&t we have them, what•. 
ever we call ourfelves, and whatever other 
angelic qualifications we may be polfetred of, 
we are nothing, "but as founding brafs, or a 
ainkling gmbal. 

l.believe, there.•s not a true.churchman in 
Gruzt-1J, ilf.in, either clergyman or layman, 
that Coberly confiders the mifchief and dif­
ullOur the mifcon!l:ruGlion .(or mifapplication) 
of the faid T eft-at\ has done, and will do, to 
the church of England, but heartily. withes 
(as I do) that it were refirained to what was 
faid to be the true intention of it, when firft 
cnafled ; (or' rather exchanged for a much 
better tefi; whereby no man will be allowed 
to witncfs for himfelf, as be docs by the pre-, 

fent 
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feat tefi} I ~eao, to keep out of places ol 

. truft and profit, only thofe who· are eDemies 
to the protefiant religion. · 

POSCJ'SCRIPCJ'. 

B E F 0 R E aoy of my brethren or ad:­
. verfaries undertake to reply to what I 
have faid on this fubjell, I defire·they will 

. wiU duly conuda' and aofwer the following 
queries. 

1. Is our Almighty Saviour (the Lord Jefus 
-Chrifi) fupreme head of his church' or not? 

2. Will he at lafi moll righteoufty judge 
the world in his united nature, as true God 
and true Man, and punilh all lhe obftiaat; 
tranfgreJfors of his laws, or no l 

3· Has he wifdom and authority fuflicient 
to infiitute ordinances and facraments in hit 
church, and to declare the facred ef!ds for 
which he iofiitutes them, or docs he ftand ill 
need of the affiftance of any mere creature, 
to add any thing to his appointments, or de­
ftgns, and to make thofe, their additions, 
eJI'ential thereto. 

4· Will 

~ 

I 

j 
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4• Will he not feverely reprove, and add 

•ll the plagues that are written in the Book 
of God, to them that fhall add any thing of 
their own to his word ? 

S· Has not our Lord,. in his !aft fupper, 
told us the end of our facram~tal eating and 
drinking his body and blood, _viz. that we are 
to do it in remembrance of him ? 

6. If we receive that facrament once, twice, 
&brice, or ofrner, .in a ·year, ro qualify us for 
any civil or military employment, or to 'Cave 
soo 1. that may otherw_ife (if we have it) be 
torn. from us, for any one omiffion, and to 
preferve our natural and civil rights, of being 
capable of fuiog for our ]oft l:fues, of receiving 
and enjoying a legacy, and the like. Are 
not thefe additional ends to the only end our 
Lord has told us we ought to regard, when 
we come to . eat and drink with him at. his 
tablel Or can it be a fufficient excufe to tdL 
the great .judge of the world, in the lall day, 
that notwithftandiog we made bold ~o pro­
ftitote his infiitutions to ferve our fecular 
purpofes, when men commanded us fo to dO, 
yet we did not ~holly forget him · at ftich 
times, though we cannot deny but · that the' 
chief delign we then had was to ferv~ our 
temporal interefis? 

VOL. III. . G 7· Is 
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1· Is it oot perfccatiog the mioifters of 
oar own efiabiiJh.ed church; to compel them 
to adminitler that holy facrament to foeh as 
they know are unfit or (if left to their liberty) 
unwilling to receive it, by fucb penalties as 
they are. not able to bear; which penaltiea 
the perf on refufed has always in his .power, by 
the Teil-acls, to bring them under, to. the 
utter ruin of the confcientious minillers and · 
their families.? 

8. Is it not too fevere upon our dvil and 
military officers, to fubjea them to utter 

/ 

ruin, if they happen to forget receiving the 
facrameot fo often as the Tdl:-afts require! 
Or if they, for want. of their pay in due time, 
have not money to fatisfy two witnelfes, who 
mu!l: be able to tefiify their receiving it, as 
often as the faid aas require ? 

9· Did the corporation and Tdl-aas ever 
preferve our etlablifbed church from the 
dangers and invafions we were threatened 
with, by a popifu king and a popUli pre-
t"ttlder? · 

10. Can it be fuppofed that a papifi, who 
lulows the pope will fell him pardon• for an' 
.fins, efpecially if they are committed to ferve. 
holy church. will make any fcruple to .receive 

• rhe 

1 
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the rac:rammt Ia. cur eftablilhat thlfrthesthreo 
or fo.r times ntry year, If ·he eao bat' mere: 
by featre to bimlelf a prc;fitable ~ce,. and 
lie fcreeaed hal aaer rQia bJ1 intOrmatioas 
a profcsc:utleas oa tho aa~' beforo-me .. 
tioatd? ' I ' 

11. If tho corpGratten 11id tcft-aas are not 
arievaocea to thofc who han: ao more thaa 
tile bare aame of churchmen, and dcfire no 
Diore thaa tbc Dlrbe J lfC they not VCfJ grcaS 
grieYaoces aad pcrfc~utioni to every c.oofcl.-. 
~ DJCmba' of the church of En.glanJ, that . 
has always been a coafiant and wortby ~m· 
municant at tbe ta'ble of our Lord; aod it, ia 
aU refp«h, filly l}Dalified to ferve hii Jting 
and country io fome ci•il• militarJ e,nploy .. 
ment or other, but dare• not accept of aDJ 
public office, becau(e he thinks in hls con• 

· fcience (as I do) that· he would titt agdofl 
God if he fb~ld receive it for any other cod 
than what our great Lord has appoince4, ~it• 
in' ECDlembram:e of him; much more Jf his 
fecalar. end fhould eclipfe or annihilate the 
facred and only end our Lord !-.Gd in that 

.fo\emn ~nd Cacred in!litution l 

I 2. Whether thofe ~embers of our own 
efiablilhed churcll, who have ( !ince the Cor­
poration and Tefi. aets were in .beios) accepted 

G 2 of 
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of civil or miiitary eoiployments, and till 
fuch their. acceptaQce, were-coafiaat .comma· ' 
nicants in our church, and -received -the fa­
crament of our Lord's fupper, onlyin-remem-
braoce of him, but tQ keep fuc!l tbeir-offic.es., ~ 
and to preferve themfelves and famili~s from j1 

u~ter ruin, have been overcome (contrary t~ 
their judgments) to Tcceive the facrament 
three or four times a year, fn obedience 'to 
the faid a8:s, as well as in remembrance of 
their Lord; and, ·while they ·have been fo 
receiving, have doubted that they offended 
God, by prollitnting the mofi fncred ·things 
to fecuhr and common ufes: I fay, ·would 
they not (if they ·had any fear of God before 
their eyes) have rf']oiced, -in being delivered 
from fuch temptations and !nares, as tlio(c 
aCl:s werc.to them.? 

For my own part, I always thol!ght, that 
in the worlhip of God, whatfoever I do, if [ 
believe I ought not to do it, it is a fin in me;; 
and that if 1 do that, whic.h I do but doubt 
is a fin, I expofe mytelf to damnation. • 

Rea4 what bHhop HooillJ ·bas writ on this 
(ubjetl : read_ what the great apofi!e Paul has 
writ on this head : read the Corporation and 
Te£1:-aE\:s : and read fome Confiderations on 
re-pealing .the )eft ~8:, printed in the yw 
-17l2.· ' 
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L E T T E 
T 0 THE 

ltiGHT HONOURABLE 

THE 

R 

Earl of NoT T 1 N G H A M. 

MY LOllD, 

A, S your Jordlhip's great name com. 
auiods a particular regard to be paid 
to whatever your lordatip thinks .fit, , 

to publith, no wonder that mol\ men were 
pleafed to fee your Jordlhip engaging yourfelf 
in a controverfy of fo much confequence to 
chrifiianiry. Perfons of your lordlhip's fiation 
llave this adnntage above other writers, that 
thty always fpeak with •~tbority. I was not 
therefure moch furprifed · ta fee our famoul' 
•niv~rjit, of V:tJ rd returning to your lordfbip 
their public t},.,,ks for the ·r~rvice you ha-ve: 
done in relation to the cootroverfy concerning 

• the trinity; 'becaufe principles or dotlrioes 
G + . recommended 
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recommended to the world by a -perfoa of 
your lordfi1ip's quality, and with that firi•uf­
nefs and gravity with which your lordlhip has 
wrote, are always embraced fo readily, and 
are affected to with fo .little helitation, that 
'twill be deemed prefumption by many to make 
doubt of any thing maintained in your lord­
i11ip's book. 

When the univerlity of Oxford had fet the 
example, it could not be thought abfurd or 
unreafonable to attempt to bring the clergy 
inro the fame meafures. Haw far 'tis ufual 
foE the Lo'ldon Clergy to addrefs their thanks 
to any perfon who has vjndicated any doEhine 
of thriftianity, I know not. But as I could 
not come into the motion made by the arch­
r/.:ocoll of Londm on that· occalion, I mull beg 
lc.l\'e to Jay before your lordlhip and the 
world, the grounds upon which, I thfnk, 
thofe are to be jufiified, who refu(ed com­
plia'nce with him. 

'Tis not my deliga to enter into the merit• 
of the cootrovtrfy concerning the trinity with 
your lordlhip ; but only to point oat fomC' 
natural confequences of feveral. principles j" 
your lordthip's book, whkh they mull avow­
and approve, who return your lordlhip their 
thanls foe your anfum tfl Mr. Whijfott. 

When 
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When fuch great bodies declare their fenti· 
ments of any hook, the impretlion is fiamped · 
fo deep, that few can refill: the weight of fucb. 
authority. Yet who would imagine that in 
the very book fo much recommended, th$ 
lawfuln~fs of perfecution lhoold. be alferted ;• 
aod Juch notions maintained, ·as are iocoo- · 
1iflent with the propagation of that chriftiaoity · 
·which your lordfhip.has defended~ 

The firft· thing, in which I am ·fprced to: 
differ from y9ur Jordthip is this, that 'yoq 
approve of tlie adviu of Mt.ecmas to Augt!flus,. 
and 'recommend it to the world as right and-. 
good. . ~ It was · the advi<:.e of Mteemas- to · 
' ilugujlus,' fays your lordlhip, ' never to 
• fufter any innovation in · rtligion, becaufe the 
• pta&e- of thejlott d~pcnded upon· it: that 
' prince had peace iri all the world ; but wha~ • 
• dijlurbt111m, what mijries, innovations in · 
~ religion have caufed in this natioo, the · 
' hitlory of the laji age informs us fufficiently; 
' and how fatal the ftuds and animofiti~s, oc- -
' c•fioned by pretenders to relig~on, in this' 
' may be, no man can fqretel, every good 
'rnanfiors.' p; 157· 

I' readily acknowledge' that this was the 
ad-vice of a very great fiatt[ man; and I c~nnot 
llut obfene_, that Jlattfmm_ aad pgliti£ians of 

G s. aU -
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all religions generally efpoufe there notions 
and regulate their praaice•' accordingly. 
MMtftlls (who was a htt1tbe11) gave the ad­
viCe to .Aug'!f/rll, '4 That he fbould follow 
u mr.Jitml/y tM ~~~~/ifo,tl 'V/igio11 *.f his mmtf1,: 
Ct becaufe all iRDOVatiOOS ill that would foment 
" feditioa in the ftate, and be a means to 
" f\lbvert hia government:" and •• if thi1a 
were an a xi"" io f"litics, that }lt~llj'llltiN is 
fcarce to be found in the world, who does 
not embrace this notion. Mr. Hoblm (who 
found mankind bad enough, but left them 
much worfe) has worked up a fyftem of 
jiate-religiu1, whereof the main principles 
are, that ' the interpretation of all Jaws as 
• well facrtd as Jecular depends upon the 
' authority· of the Juprtmt pDWtr. • That ' the 
• 'civil powers have a right to command the 

• manner of honouring God.' That ' obe· 
' dience is due to the fovereign in all things, 
' as well Jpiritual as temporal.' And /t¢/y, 
that ' whatcYer is commanded by the fovereign 

• power is commanded by God bimfelf.' No~ 
admi.tting thefe for principle:, it plainly fol• 
lows, as Mr. Hobbts has more than oace dl:' 
duced, that ' the fuprcme power. bas a right 
' to prohibit fuch dotlrines to be taught as 
' he judg,ca improper:' that ' every one com .. 
' mits a ~r.i~e, and may be juLlly p~ni.tlfd for 

2 ' the 
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,.,}le fame, who -perfaades men to receive a: 

' new religion:' that ' diffestioos in religion 
'·are the caafes of war, and therefore- the · 
' ejla6Ji/hed rcligiqn, (or that which . the fo­
' preme power commands) ought to be fol­
' lowed.' Such are Mr. HoP!m's princijln.·. 
and fucb the confo'lumw drawn from- them I 

Statefmm and politicialfs · fetdom pa; too · 
great a regard to religion ; and as feldom to · 
the truth of things: 'tis ufual therefore~­

·them more panicularly . to condemn men n 
falhcur, and their writings as tendi~g to ' 
tlijlurbanm, if th·ey rec:ede a hnir•s · breadth i 
from common- opinions. Right or · wrong, , 
true or falfe, . is frequently not· fo much the 
point,. as how it fuils with- a· particular in- · 
terefl:.- Whether this: condufl anfwers the· 
end propofed, ( tho'• 1 cannot ·but think. that : 
the. continuation· &f ·feCls -and faCtions in re-­
ligion is entirely -owing to lhefe pqlitica/ ar- · 
tifim) whether this condua,- 1 fay; anfwers ; 
the end propofed ·I. fhall nat inquire; fint:e · 
'cis not- my defign · t~ confider this -advice in a l 
paliti(a/ view, bur whether it be right ot. 
u-rmg, fit or unfir in itfelf to be giY-en,, 

In this light I mull obfcrve, . 

I. Tbat if this ad rice be good ;~~d right r 
io itftlf~ it plainly follows that all, who at any.· 

G 6 time -: 
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time by the reformation of any errors feem 
innG'Uators in religion, ought · to be punifhed; 
as diflu•lms of the peace of the public. Now 
this advice being given but a little before our 
Saviour came into the world, 'tis very unfor­
tunate that it fuould be given at fuch a time, 
when it mufi have entirely prt'Vtnttd the 
fpreading of his doCtrines, and the teaching 
mankind that the gods which the heathens 
.wor!hipped were no gods. Our blelfcd Lord 
oughr, iri confeque.nce of this advice, to have 
been punHhed as ptrfJtt1i11g the llat!on, as in­
novating · in rtligion, and as fowing fedition 
and difcord ·among the people, fuch as it 
feems ' no matz could forettl, t'Vtry good man 
• mightftar.' · 

2. This advice mull nece!rarily ha~ pre­
vented the rt.firmation from po·pery had it been 
followed at 'that time, becaufe that ~as a 
remarkable infiance of innovation in rtligion. 
-t>uppofe that any fiatefman had advifed Hmry 
Vlll. or Edward VI. or· queen Elizahtth in 
~at manner, and they had admitted it, mu.fl: 
not the fuperfiition and idolatry of Rcme have 
continued the tjlaiJ/ijlmJ religion if this country? 
Mull: opt we have been ·kept in .the dregs of 
corruptioq fiill ? And mull: not the light of 

' the gofpd have beep tbut from o.ur .eyes? 
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3· If this be right, then aU thore princes 
that have followed this advice, have aaed a 
righteous part in perftcUJing to the utmoft an· 
that have attempted .to- innovate in religiott. 
The late king of France did right to dragoon. 
his protdJant fubjells; and the duke of Savoy 
jufily drove out the Piemont~ ift; and every 
prince that is moft barbarous and cruel, aas 
an upright juOifiable part, and what is moll 
acceptable unto God, whe~ he refu{es to 
fuffer any fuch under his government, whom 
he ma·y charge with dHlurbing the peace of 
the ftate by not complying-with the ¢a6i;_;httr 
rtlig;,,. of tbt _countrJ• 

4· Every n:ttion in the world . thinks, or 
pretends to think, that the religion efiablilhed. 
amoo.gft them is acceptable unto God ; and 
that the way in which they pay their h9nour 
and worfhip is fuch as is fit and proper, ·and 
will draw down the bleffings of heaven upon 
them. Every nation too has its peculiar 
orthodoxy, and a fet of tenets, the truth of 
which it alferts as the words of God himfelf. 
'Tis impoffible that all thefe can be tr•e, nay 
that every particular chrifHan church can hold 
opinions contradi8:ory, perhaps to their next 
neighbuurs, and yet be in the right. Or were 
this poffible, fore we are that the htathtn and 

the 
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the mabomdtln - nations, are in the grofl'eft: 
errors. Jf therefore it be a· duty incumbent 
oa eNery mao to keep-his mind ·open to truth, 
and to rece1ve it when offered to him, the · 
advice 1Ufltr to ft~ffir innovulior.s in re.igion mull: 
be a•Jurd in-itje!f, becaufe it would be to pro­
hibit a great part of mankind the knowledge 
of truth; . and i~ would be to prevent the 
reception ofthe gofpel hi all foch places where 
the benefit -of it is not 'at prefeot known. 

Your lordfuip, I am Cure, would not ~o 
auy account propofe a feheme fo defiru8iYe to . 
truth and to common chri~nity as this. But 
under a plenary convi8ion _of' mind that your 
Jordfilip's notions are trut, and that we of this, 
natiOD are fo happy as to have the truth ej14-­
llij1mi here ; and rbat in conlequence..of. that;. 
lf}try nftm:ation hwe. necdfarily being: for ·tho . 
wllf'ft, y&u tbint the advice to . be- jl)ft and i 
~gh't,; 

But thea your lordlhlp knows* that hitherto-· 
we have io vain been fearehing for a fure and~ . 
iufallible ci'iterion of uuth; .that eTery natioo,, 
and nery mao, ·how -erroneous foever, is 
orthodox to himfelf; and that thofc who ar-e . 
under the mlsforfuoe of error, are as potitive 
and confident, as _thofe who have trllth on 
their fide. 'Tis therefore of liule confe-

quence 
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qileace in the prefeot cafe, a ad in ou.- . pre• 
fent iaquiry, whether ooe or mother has the 
troth on his fide ; fol' wbUfi. every body ia 
f!llly atfurecl. of the t~uth· of his ooti~, wery 
body will plead ~he fame rigbt; aod in the 
confeqtteoce, error 'Will reap eYery privilege 
which truth itfelf can claim. . 

Bot your lordtbip oot infiftiog on this, bat 
on the evid~nce of faa for the reafoo why 
;..w.t;,., if r#ligi~" are ooJ to be foffmd; 
and M•enuts (who was an btt~tb111) pretend­
ing that aa innwati.n •f r1ligi111 was the means 
Ill fu/rptrl tin t•wrntnetd, this will deferve our 
moft ferioas confideration· And here, 

~t mufi be granted that ufually innovatio.ns 
in religion have been attended with di­
iurbances io the Rate. But .then the reafon 
why innovatioos in religion have been attended 
with feuds, and animofities, difiurbaoces and 
miferies in the fiatt, i1, bccaafe the flatl 
intermeddles in that fort of property to which 
it bas no right. The people .alw;ay• atrert 
and viadicate this, as a firft pri.ociple, that 
'tis hdtw .ID lky Got/ IHII m41IJ and whiU\ 
that is allowed to be troe, (which no body I 
think will dmy '~t.f11• tho' they may explain 
it away) whatever the confequences ·of it are, 
they will alfert ~ll· _.raja it. A mao can . · . 

no 
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no more refufe· his afi'ent to truth, when it-. 
appears clear· to him,. than he- can , rcfufe to 
fee the. light at noom-day when his eyes are­
open.. Jf there~re· aoy .Gate refufes to fu1fer 
men to chlloge· thdf" fentiment-s; or pretends· 
to binder tbc:m from oiHyi"g what-they think 
to be the will if, God,. oppofltion. mufl be. 
expefled ; and ·if dillurbances enfue, they are 
not to ·be imputed to .change ifr,.Jigi6n, fwhich 
has nothing vicious•or- evil in it, nothing that 
is diforderly and in<:onfifient ·with the publiC 
peace,) · but"to -the IH condult of fuc:h.advifers 
as that heathen ·M.zrt'llas, who refufe to per~·­
mit men ·to follow their own confciences illt 
things pertaining to God and ·not hurtful t~ 
au.y.man, and will have.them obey men rathcc 
than-God.' 

Innomions in r:rligion have no natural or· 
11ecelfary connexion with difiurbances or difJ 
orders c;f thr: Jia't: and 'tis Juft the fame 
abfurdity to impute the· one to the other, as · 
'tis to pretend that to alter a man's notions of · 
-worlhipping GOO muft d!f/roJ his private pr~ 
perty, or at lea.tl muft eaure confu.fion· in. it. 
'Tis evident that the one has no relation to 
the other, but let ·What changes you pleaf<! 
happen in property, relig~n is the fame; or 
let the ways of honouring G&d be altered, 
;riJplriJ i9 the fame, exetpt in the cafe where 

a man 
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a man thinks to pleafe God by partiog with 
his property. But rbis does not affea tht: 
civil government, nor make the magHhat¢ 
lefs able to do jufiice~ or to fecure his fubjells 
in the enjoyment of their civil interdls.. 
When indeed the magillrate.rd"uks to tolerate 
any who dill"ents from the iflablijhtd rdigia;z, 
oppreaioo that inRant begins: but as the 
caufe of all difturbaoce is removed when op­
prellioo is removed, innovations in religion, 
where there has been no ptrjiCJdon, uor any 
attempts to egflave the fubjelh minds, can 
11ever a1fe8: the ftate, er ct~uft any dillur­
bances. When any llate alfumes a power 
over the confdences of its fobjecb, they are 
forced into a llate of war with_ their civil go­
Yet:nment; and they continue fo long , in that 
ftate, as they are injured in a property over 
whkh the ·civil government · never had ~nt 
power. In this cafe the peace of the fotitty 
is broke:· but then 'tis no.t broke by. tboC. 
who riform from any puhlic "'"or .. but by the 
magillrate, who affumes a, power- which never 
was committed to biin. Ner are t~fe evils·, 
thefe difturbances, feuds; or. animalities, 
chargeable on innovalions in rtligio11, bu f on 
tyrim,y; and ufurpatiol'l, on unjufi pretenfiona· 
to power, and .arbitrary dominion over thet.. 
minds of me%h . - . 

At 



t6t CJ'he Pillars 1/ PRIESTCRAPT 

At moft therefore, innovations in religion, 
are but. the tJccafions, aot the cau[ts, of di­
fiurbances to the fi-ate; and a man can witft' 
no more jutHce impute to them; as to the 
cauft, the. breach of pubnc peace, than he 
can impute to chriflianity aU that hatred andi 
Yariance lhat has abounded in the chrifiiaB 
world. Suppofe a man fhould wam any one 
agaiiltl the do8rines of the gofpel, becaufe 
they ha!e unhappily occafioned much hatrerf, 
much dlfpute, and many abominable'praaic :s,. 
which otherwife would not perhaps have bc:en 
heard of. Would fuch advice be good and. 
fit? . E:>r ought any man, notwithfianding. 
ihefe accidental inconveniencies, to· refufe his­
fubmiffion to it purely on thofe accounts l 

· There is not a greater, nor a more common: 
impofition .on mankind, than to affign a wrtJng 
e.aufi of any event, and to argue from thenco. 
as if it were the. trut one. M~eunas, I beg 
JOUr lordibip to remember that M~emttls Wat· 

an heatbm, imputed to tllllovati~ns in rtligitJn:. 
the great dijiuroanw if Jltitt; whueas the 
tlluji of diforders in the public was fome-, 
t.bing very different ; either the 'perfecutions 
which men had· undergone, which upon oc· 
cafioo given tpey refolved to rrtaliate; or elfe 
fome-- felfilh interefi ·which the pretence of 
relisjon ferved to cover. Mt:e&tnas confounded 

therefore-. 
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therU'ore. rither artfully, or lgaoraatly 
enough, the ctUJft with the accidental "ctJ.ft~• 
~f diforder; which is, as if any one now· 
!l·days, thould lay the hatred of nearell friends 
upon chrifiianity itfelf; or charge enmity, 
malice and revenge upon tba~ ·very gofpel that 
deGgned to root thofe evils out. His advice 
there(ore is wrong in every view·; •tis founded 
upon a very falfe principle; it naturally tendS' 
to p'revent the propagation not only of tru~h 
in general, but of chrifiianity in particular. 
It will j~fti'fy all the perfecutions for religion 
which have been in the world; and after all,. 
it foppofes innovations in· religion to be the: 
caufts of evils, of which they are not the 
taufos. Your lordfblp will judge if fuch ad­
Yice is fit to be ritber given, « takto, or rc:­
c:ommeoded. 

' A fmmd point your Jordlhip argues for is 
-this, that becaufe fevere ,_wa were mad~ 
againft iJDia~ry and lllafp!Hm,, words which 
had then one clear and determinate Jignifi· 
cation in the Jtwijh difpenfatign, therefore 
the laws of any particular country may punilh. 
as idolaters or blafph.emers, men who ac• 
cording to the dift'ereot notions that prevail­
)n different countries, may on different and 
perhaps cont~ary accounts. be. called by thefo 
aamca. 

For 
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For this your lordlhip· thus argues ·' If tile: 

PLord Jefus· be a cretture arid you ·worthip• 
••him, 'tis idhlatty: ·if· he be GOd a ad· yoll 
.. deny him; 'tis· blo.fPhtfiiJ: and what ptmifh~ ' 
,.. ment 'Almighty God ordained for both thcfc 
•·forts ofotfenders you know·~· p. t 59· 

The· pooilhment i~ the Mojaic law fo~· 
idolatry wasfo?i"$ t? dtalh, and the fame was 
inffi8ed for bl,afpheplj, v. Let~. x.xiv. 1 o-23,.. · 
and D!Uir x.iii. I-10. 

' Upon · thlS .'your ford'flllp proceeds, and 
afks this quetlion; ' 'What texts havt y6u ttl ' 

• guott for ·mr txtmptionfrDm thofe pmaltiu, fJI' 

• at ltojlj11ch 111 tiN ltlws if tht land injliti.' 

I anfwer, all the fame texu which any 
religious and good man· has to qaote for ari 
exemption from the. penalties.' tl:> ~e inflicted 
on the greatefi of criminats: The hlo.fphtf!l!' 
11gainfi which the penalty of death was de· 
nounced in the law of Mojis, was a prefump· 
tuous, irreligious, contemptuous reproaching 
or revili'ng of God. The idolatrJ again& 
which the like punilllment was denounced in 
the fame law., was, tlfe departing frqm the 
worfhip of the know~t true God· to the wor­
iliip of the heathen idols or fitlitious deities; 
)1ocs f.OlK' loPdlhip- DOW thiuk, that becaufe; 

.Ofl4e~t 

1 
1 
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'tinder the :Jiflli/h . thH&ttiCJ~ G~ .Abnighty 
•Jhooght 6t, by an .uprefs and .particulac 
. .comiiWld, to puoHh Jn fuch ·a.maaoer tbefe 
crimes, about tbe nature of which there ... 
no r.oom for difput~, and into the commiffioa 
of wbictb no .Jew· could :pollibly fall by a mere 
error of the underftanding, that therefore the 
mnl gwernmmt in other nations, (affixing 
the~ names according to their own particul~ 
notiaDs in difputable quefiions -~pou .perfoos 
and thiogr which have oo iimilitude to -thofc 
iOent-iOJied -in-the law of Mifts,) may juftly 
ioffict by their own authority the like pe· 
nahies with tbofe -commanded in the law of 
Mofts? One mao ·thinks jefus -Chtifi . to . be . 
. himfelf the One Supreme God ; and worihips 
him as fulh: -another thinks jefus Chrifi not 
.to be himfelf the One Suprcmt Gotl, 'but the 
6ne Mediator httwun·God and man, and wor-­
·filips him ,as .fuch a Mediator to ·the glory of 
the Qne ·Suptt~me .God and Father of oil. Does 
your lordibip now ·fincerely think, that by 
virtue of ·the law of M".fes againft hlafphemers 
ond idclattrs, one of rhefe men has a -right to 
put the other to death ·for -worlhipping 
-Chrift only as a mediator; and that the other 
:h.as a right to put this firft man to death · 
for worthlppiog Chrifi as the ~ne Supreme 
God ? Each of them thinks he h::s an equal 

right 
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right to· call the other an· .itl#lattf' and· JJ.f­
phl~~t~r. ODe for gi'fing f111J fWr/hil tit' 1111 to 
a perf on who is "'' rhe ODe Stl pr-eme God 
and Father of the univerfe ; aftd the other for 
worthipping as the Ofte- Sapreme G11d, Him 
owllo is only the Mediator between God and 
Man. Your lordthip ·eafily fees what roont 
here is for uncha~itablenefs and perfeeution. · 
By what methods lha1l this evil be prm:oted l -
The only remedy I caa fee it, that meu- would 
be careful' not to ,-anic~ themkl•es, much 
lefs ·to imp'.ft upon others,. any thing in the 
wflrjbip of Got/, founded upon any particular 
hypothdis of their own, beyond what is very 
dearly and exprefsly comtnanded. 

By this method, and by this only, misht 
be cut oi' the very root and foundatioa of 
all uncharitable cenfures and wided perCe­
cutions upon this head. 

The nut thing your lordlhip proceeds to, 
is to lhew that thofe whom you call Arians 
can. have no pretence to toleration confidering 
the condua of fome heretofore- called. by that 
oame. 

" With what face, fays your lord(bip, can 
" Arians a{k fuch favour from any who have 

· L" ev.er read the hifiory of their barbariti(s.­
" They 
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"They have t•ught :.,a 1'./fon "'ainjl tll1m• 
4'1""'1·" P• 159· 

r. Allowing it, my Jo~d, to be aever fo 
true, that Come iD former ages called Aria11s, 
have been perfecutors, and as ~IIT~IlTftn as 'tis 
poffible.; yet the argument is no better, noc. 
qther than this,-Some monarchs h~We beea 
tyrants, therefore monarchy is not to be CQ• 

dured. Or, 

2. If this inference be true, Come of thofc 
'flhom your Jordiliip will call Drthodox, have 
~n at )call as barbarous; t~refore they alfo 
have taught us a 1!/fll againji t~·tmfil'Uis. And 
thus. the circle may be run in accufing and 
condemning all 1ides. without any jufiice, 
or witbOllt any reafon. 

Bot this muft· not be paffed over thu• 
Gight~. Not that it is of lftY coofequence; 
wbG wet~e the Jirft perfecntort, or wh'o not~ 

· fince the real debat~ is, whether any of either 
fide have 11"1 right to perfecute another:· 
whether tbofe that have the truth on their 
fidtt ha•e more right to perfecute tho(e who 
are in wror, than thofe who are in error have 
to perfecute thofe th~t enjoy the benefit ol 
truth. Yet becaofe this eviHs ufually thrown 
upoo thofe, who are fi,. thr tilf:l bring callel! 

b • .,.,t:u; 
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1Jerttics, I cannot but take aotice, that if we 
confult the tccltfiajliul hijloritms we fhall find 
that thofe whom your lordfhip etleems vtry 

orrhodpx were the ftr:ft that taught the world 
the method of perfecut1on ; 'twas thefe that ' 
firft broug'ht 'in tile ficular power to drive 
rbofe · whom they called heretics out .of the 
church. As foon as the Nicmt c.unci/ had 
condemned Arius and his opinions, the em­
peror banijhed him, and Eufebius, and T'htognis, 
and othlrs~ He Hfued-,out an tditl, that " if 
" ·any book of Arius's could be found, it 
" lhould be burnt : that if any one conceale'd 
u any book, and did not produce it th~t it 
" might be burnt, he ~imfelf fhould be put 
~· to death intlantly." After this we find the 
" emperor refolviog to root out all forts of 
htrtjits-; and accordingly he ilfued out an 
c.dia ' againO: the Nft1atia11s, Palmtinitms, 
' Marcionijls, Pau/ians, and thofe called Ca-
' taphrygia11s, and in general all hereti.-s, firft, 
c that they lhould not dart to have any public 
• meetings: and that all the houfes wh~re they 
' were wont to alfcmble fhould be taken 
• away; thep, that they fbould not mttl 

' t~gethtr privately ; and .latlly that their 
~ church11, if they might be called fuch, 'fhould 
~ be given to the catlo/iu. Their books 
' likewife were to be fearched for and ·taken 
~away.' 

Thus 

l 
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Thus did the .•rtlwbz !Jtgin this deteftablc 

method againft the htrttics; which fome of 
them perhaps when they grew in power, 
returned ; and from that time to thefe ltljl 
liaJs has that impious courfe been profecuted. 
But the fir }I breach was made by the mhtJtitJJt; 
•twas they !Jtgan to employ the }ic•lar ar,. ; 
~twas they /Jtga1J to !Jrmijh; 'twas t~ey /Jtga11 'o hinder the public meetings of thofe whom 
they called hwnics; and what wonder then 
when the tree of evil was planted, if it took 
I'OOt downwards, and ftlot forth upwards, 
and brought forth its natural fruit. If there­
fOre the uffin ht to ,, ltllrnt againft men of . 
any denomination from this, tllat fome of 
them alfo have b~en harbar1~s when in power, 
'tis a lt.ffin that all parties have taught thofe 
that have been unitrmo/J, and if fome of 
them who were called Ario1JI, behaved them­
felves in a cruel manner -under· Cmjlontius 
and Yt~fast and afterwards in Spain ~nd 
.Afiica, let othe~s look into the "'h,dojian 
C1u; and upon the pellfccutioos of all that 
have had ar~y odious name affixed upon them 
for · 1 300 years together, and fee if they 
have any room to boaft upon this head: 
Still this is certain, that perfecution was /Jt-
1"" by the orthodox; and one very remark­
a~e d~r~ncc appears throughout all our 

V 0 J,.. III. H 'burch 
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'church hifiorians, that whereas the crttds~ 
.which thofe th~t ·were called orthodox, pro­
pofed and inlifled on in all.their waicib, wer.e 
j!}ways made the tjJ, of parties; and in order 
to this they ·a/a·oys contained fome human 
docrrines, fome partkular inventions of de­
Jigning men, fome notion or other that was 
unfcriptural ; yet in the cruds propofed by 
thofe on the ,thtr fide this temper was con­
ftantly obferved, that nothing was ever .put 
into them but what all might fubfcribe and 
alfent to ; the very -terms were .gener.ally 
fi·ri{'turol; nor did they attempt to put on a 
1evel the doctrines of men with .the revelation 
-of God. 

Give me leave to add one remark more 
llere; and that is, that as M~~:unas was a 
htothm,. and gave :]lis advice to a htatbt,, 
it mull: have been to perfecute chrijlions, 
{o had Jl.-ftec1:zas lived in. Co'!flantint's time, 
and been what was called orthodox, his advice 
had been to perfecute ..Iritis ; had he lived 
in Conjlan:ius or l'iz/,ns' time, when. the. 
power was entirely iu hands called ..fri .n, 
(tho' there oeter was any Arianifm impofcd ia 
their .&rttds) his advi·ce to fuffer no inno­
vations in religion muft have ,pu!hed on tho~ 
princ~s to have dcflroyed the orth~ dox; and 
had he lived under LtWis XIV •. not a pro~ 

lcfiant 

l 

I 

I 
I 
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I 
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telhnt :muft or· could have !lee~ 'fuftered iq 
Frrmct, 

. The wxt thiDg io.')'bud«dftUp's·poftfc,ipt 
which I thin.Jt· myfelf obliged to coofidcr..is; 
the declaration .which. )'lOUr l<>rdiliip has, is 
c1fefr, made agaiofi ail op'" toleratifn. 

Your lordlhip ·begins with an intimation 
~hat an " ill .uft ~as bun '!lad~ Of. ·t/J1 te~t for 
"fuffiritJg the ta,ru which u:ert fown by the 
,, enemy, to grow' up with tne w~eat/' and 
jou add, "furt/y wear~ not_to iaj our}: he• to 
~~ Jlcep on purpofe to give tbt tnemy an oppor-
'1 tuniry to fow t~tm.'' · 

. I will not 'prefliine to guefs at any pdrticular 
expofiiion of this 'text \\·hicll your lordlhip 
inay perhaps llave met witb; but how far it 
telates ·to the prefent deb'ate, J•u endeavour 
to lhew. As i~ t1le expofition ofthe.parab!e 
of the }fier, Matt xiii. 23 • . the fmi ·is ex­
plained to me~n the word pre a• bed; fo ~ere 
fikewife, v. xxi~. good fled is . t-bat docrrioe 
which realiy pr.oduce~ virtue and goodnefs. 
7'am, here oppofed tO gDtJd jtt.J,' and Which 
Were jown CJ a" I1Ufii.J1 reprefe.nt.ja'fi doc­
trines which are taught by 1/rl 11/tmy, i. e . . ~vil 
men. Good and virtuous perfons, when they 
fee .fucb falfo doCtrines and eYil men fuc~ 

H 2 ceediog, 
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•octe4iGg, woald rejoice to have their falfo 
·opiolone , rooted 'up, and would rejoice that 
,the fitltl,. i •. 1, . the church, might confift c;f 
·dilly. good· ..mWs; ~tour Saviour-deter­
.-iocs; thet the ,.,,w,g lid of the tares, i. '· 

' .dac •iOleot caftiag oat Of falfe notioas by es­
cmaitiea, ought not te be praaifed f ·but that 
..good men Oloald take ;heed, left while they 
g.,lm· liP thr ltlru, thq rMt not up olfo thr 
wh1111. Our Saviour has ,fo ·explained this 
parable, that it cannot be much miftakeo, 
when he tells us the tinu whrn th1 rightr~us 
foal/ jhim, viz. not at .prefent, but'thrn, w_hen 
tiN fon of manj/JoP ftnd forlh his agrls, v. 43-
plainly determining, that the tarrs lhoul&f 
arow up with the~whrot till the end of the 
world. Our Lord does 'not tell ns that 'tia 
our duties to give appommitirs .co the enemy.: 
he does not fay that we ought to loy -,llrfi.lwt 
11fl-p, or that we fhould · not .guard againft 
the -enemy as much as poiJibly we can : bot 
ibat we mull ufe all fuch means, and onLy 
fuch, _ u are · right and j'!fl, to prevent the 
grow&h of falfe dotlrines; that we mull not 
trrad dawn the wheat in order, as we perhaps 
imagine, to root out the tares. A wife man 

· wUl not take fuch meafures to deRroy .a wmJ., 
as nec:effarily muft deftroy his cor-n ; and thia 
is what cnir· Saviour only aims at. , 

Now . 
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NoW perfecodon for opinions fs ·what mufti . 

Deceffarily deftroy the u•htat as weU as th_, 
torts, the truth as much as it can do falfe• 
hood. Where there is {o much ·ralfehOod in·· 
the world, and that too in {o much powu,. , 
by this way of proceeding the truth moft< 
11eceffarily be rooted up. The Mahomttans 
imagine, no doubt; that they are in the tr11th, 
and that dni£Hanity is a tart in , their field ; 
therefore they upon this principle are obliged 
to root ir out. Amongfl chritlians, the papifls 

. ought to root out the· prctt}lants; and. the· 
prDt¢/oms to root out not only the common· 

.. enemy, the papfjh, but likewifo to arm eacb 
particular fea againfl its neighbours. W-hat 
a fcene of woe and defolatioo muft 4his pro­
duce l Whilft fucb -contradi£l:ory orthpdoXJ 
e.ery where appears, every w¥rc JPUfi · ap­
pear, tlorc of taru to be gatb.rtd "' and· 
WIJt, till at laft wtl»du, and dac )Qn~ 
{u"ivors· of cruelty, muft lignify· the f~ 
thing. . But then upon the fcheme of 0J1i1!D · 
toleration nothi~ i; more natura} ~nd eafy J' 

For here our bufinefs is not to /a1 Duifcl~·s· 
afl•·tp, but to watch ; 'tis to .rtprDvt, r1bule 
tJnd exbort with all Jq,g-foffiring ,ll(Jii patitnFt• 
Every man has the right, which· yqur Jprd­
fhip has .ufed, to endeavour ~o conviii.ce .gain .. · 
!ayers. Reafon is the weapPn.. of , rational· 

H :3 ag~nts~ 
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ageats, and never fails to be rev~oged on thote 
who a~e en~q1ies to it, that is, who either 
miiotain an,errqr, or cye,n hold the truth io 
unrighteou[~_efs. · With. this fence we are to 
guard. ourfelvcs. And if ~~~enemy furmouots 
this, and cannot b~ convinced, or is obfiinare· 
sod wUI 1\or, 'tis out of our powers to hinder 
the growth of th.e{e ta.res :_ we mufi do all 
that i$ .. in ou,r powers .to . convince him, we 
mufi pr~y. f.o~ him, but not treat his perfon 
ill; nor aiuft we, to. ru.in him, ma~e ufe of 
fuch arts as in confcquence mull ruin our 
Q~ fc;Jves. . 

Y.our lor.dihip will call this, perhaps, givi,;i 
an (pp~t·tu?ity to the enemy to fow the tares. 
But Is it givi11g an epf ortunity wheo you- watch 
and oppofe him ? When you fpread the troth 
as fafi as the ene-my does his errors?· When 
you refute or endeavour. to refute his prin­
ciples? But if you witl not a-dmit this for 
fofficient watchfulnds; but think it necelThry 
to make u(e of·Jorrc, and the flcular arm, 
'twill be gi,·ing an opportunity fiill, or may 
be called fot .. till you come to tht ufe of racks . 
aod gib.):>ets ; oor. can any fiop, be put, till 
tl}atetfe~ual OQ.C of death itfelf is applied •. 

One reafon which your Jordil ip has made 
·ur~: Qf. in. ,your prifat~ry_ difcourfe fa.r tb~ print­

iog:· 

l 
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I 
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iilg this book is, ' hccaufi it is n:t enough lb 

' believe with the heart, hut with the moutH 
' confellion is made unto falvation ; and mt 
' coofefliog the Lord Jtfus brfire men, is· nod 
•·to the denying him." p. 3; 

Your lordfuip, I dare faf, will conceive 
a man, how-ever erroneOus~ to give the htjl 
marks poffible of his ir.tegrily, \vho futfers 
great temporal incooveofulCies, (fuch as im· 
prifonment, or the lofs· of a very creditablo 
and handfome fupport of a family) for think­
iflg; that not to confifs th1 L,rd J~fos hifm 
men, fuch as he co.nceives him really to bo 
in himfelf, and in office afld rc:lation to us., 
is m;t to denying lim. But notwithfianding 
thtir ir.ttgritn and their fears lefi they ftcu.'d 
be thought proftJytts ·to -.yhat. they think an errol" 
of the utmotl: confequence, yet your lordlhip 
conceives, that the want of inftitHng punifh· 
ments on thofe y~u ca11 Arians, for their no: 
tions, is giving on opportunity to the ent111J 
which we ought not·. ' 

Bu,t my lord, the opportunity which you~ 
lordlhip fears fuould be gi'lhn to the e11emy, bas 
been carefully guarded again!l ; and modertJt( 
penaliies have been applied, tho' tbefe whol .. 
fgme.Ceverities, as they have been called, bave 

proved ineJfeelual. Mr. Em'yn was fente~c~4;·. 
H 4 . ~ 1i' . 
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'' fo.lfir imprifonmmt for a year tmtl a tlay, IIIUl 
to pay o thoufa~d pound fine; (that is, many 
·hundred of pounds beyond the prifooer's ut­
moft.abilities) and to give ftcurity for his g1.1tl 
behaviour during life. Mr. Whfflon's cafe is 
more univerfally known, and efpecially to 
your lordibip, who is acquainted 'with his 
expuljion from his prifilforfhip, and from a 
lcllure in Camb•iJgt; and turned a ftarviog 
·with a wife and a. numerous iffue. But fiil:l 
it may be faid that the opportunity is given t• 
th,:fe memies to fow the tares, notwithftanding 
thefe attempts: and accordingly _ heth thtie 
ge-ntlemca write; and write fo well, t~t 
they have great weight with many that . read 
them. [f fines, imprifonments, and d~pri­
V.ttions are not fufficient to put a flop to 
them, I fee not what can do it but gr(lter 
extremities fiiU, that is, death; which furely 
not aoy '"' prill<:iple of rtPfb"• or . aoy · .,, 
e4ltrine of Jefus Cbrifl go ju~ify. . 

Your lordfuip goes On thus: 'Tlu 'jlflll 
· • rllltm thl} art for hid e'UIII !Jy tht law if Mofes 
• to revile thl g1d's of _flther notions which wtrl 
·•. DO gods: l11t 'that the SoD ~f God, wb11111 w,. 
• o11d oil Chrjjlmi•• adore as the God of our 
• Salvati6o, jhDIIJtl he ~iled, trampled on, 
• tm~ pat to open Chame ~ th(l of our 6W1J · 

.--;; ;. . 'nat~, 

' I 
I 



! . /l1IJ ORTHODOXY jh1Jl:111.' 17/ 
'·nation, ;, &1111""11 -.f tiM laws q tiM land,. 
'·t~s wJI 111 of God, DDCO&troolcd, tuitblfd, 
'· • ., animadver.GoJ;i ~is lltl(lrmmJahlt, .lotll ;,. , 

• ' pradeoee and religion/' ~· I 58. ' 

The reader is here· tol«< · (with whitt Jaftice · 
·JODr lorda.ip will collfider) that thofc nom •. 
JOUr lord4bip is pJeafed to ftilc bians, rtVilt, . 
tr•-tll ,., tm~ put · u , 1pna .foaltle thl' ~~" .., · 
GM. ·Wbeace fach·. a charge .could arife 1· 
eaoaot coaceive. Do they- rl'flilt, whom· thq: 
.u,.,, Do they trt~mpll tJ•· that perfon whom : 
they-daily l"lliJil' Da they lui 1f·Dpm·footM,. 
him, wbollt they-tht~nl for· hit kindncfs; con· 
dcfcea.fion~ Joye and benefits· cowards them l ' 
S\lrely: tbit muft ·appear very f&ockiag, to fay' 
that a maa• .rtfli/ts the. being whom be- daily: 
praifea; and 'FIIY' to; for whofe· fake he daily , 
fufters, aGt! it ready· to -o11dcrg" the fevereft t 
trial · tttar· em be inOitled;.; Whar .re th'C'.· 
aaru of' left; cf · sratlt.ude, aql of the moft: 
proloud refpc&, i€ a. rndinef•· to. fu~mit to • 
UJ· tempord inooevenienciCJ · for.· &Of . ooe't, 
fake it deemed .,.I'Vi/ittg and msttmpt? S~ould' 
Mr. II'. retort ·this charge on'. hit advcrfarics, . 
Hcl opco1y aKert that in confcq'JeDce of their·· 
~me, . lMJ ri'IJik ad t1amp/, Dn the peer lea·, 
•Jefty ~ · the God and ~thtr of all; fute ll 
am·, _that cYcry fcrioua chrifiian .would dctelh 
dac iatputadoa, and think dw religion. fllf.· , 

· H .s , ~I 
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feroct IJiore from· fuch oncharltable· cenfures;. 
than it--could do from the denial of any point;. 
;0 whic\1 the- Scriptures . have · determiaed". 
nothing. clearzy •.. 

. There is but Dni . point mere . thnt I 1hall· 
. troubfe your )otdfhip With, and: that is Olr 

account-of the fuggoflion which your lordthip. 
base made, that t-ho~ \Vho art ;,. aulhtJrity 
htl'Ut tht rtol guilt···# hling part.fkers of otbel" 
tnens · fins; if . they. do sot provide a fpeedy 
remedy· to the evils your lordlhip· complain~ 
of; foP, gui · ncn.. prJJiHI, a.nc · puljl, j~et:: 
P· ISS, • 

That ajUfi and proper re1nedy ought· to b• 
' applied to every rtal evil is rea~ily acknow~ 
. )edged ; and thc:refore.I d«lared .for, the only.. 

remedy that appears. to. D;le to . bt: -conlifient · 
with . reafoo~ and with rCNelatiQil ; a11d I aa­
hearti~y dc.Gre.that every man ma¥ be .brouglu 
to fee the errors of his. "'-lys,_ as ,your .lord~ 
~hip does. B~t l hope lam not a pt~rtaitr if: 
11r.o:hlr's fins, if I .cannot come it1to a fc:bemc­
of ptt:ftc14tion; or if I cannot but think tha-t 
•he only proper method of deali.Jlg. with. reh 
"nable me~ is coavi~Hao, aad ·the prc:ffio3 . 
them. wi1h arguments from reafon and reve .. 
lation. This makes me admlre ·at what you~ 
lordlbip._alludes to, when .you. iotim~tc thaa. 

· there...· 
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th"ere·is not at prefent given to the proper chamw 
piows if Dur faith an Dpp~rtunity ttJ refute and · 
reclaim [mm}fiom·their trrurs, p. 158. Are 
· tlte clergy, my lord, now riflraintd from 
fearching into Scripture, or f.-~m fearching : 
into amiquity, in order to find proper mate· 
rials to refute any error? Are they rljlraimd .'/ 
ftom writing or from puUijhing their thoughts?· · 
Or what way of refuting and reclaiming men . 
from error is prevented by his majtjly? Trul!: · 
it is, that • DifPidtr ·if the faith · is ntJt a• 
• empty title,' ibid; Yet permit me; my lord, . 
to exprefs my wilhes, that if the faith can no , 
way be dtftnded. but by .finu, imprifonmeht~, . 
or deaths, that it may ever continue an emffy · 
tit.'e. 'Tis better · that that lhould be & ' 
emp'y title, than that ·ever h:llroold be.niai~~ · 
rained by that which. is antich1 ijlian; anti:: 
which if profecuted by every crwntd l:uui, , 
muft make the chritlian .world .a fce-ne of r 
btood and cruelty • . 

But by -comparing what ycmr tordfuip fayr ,· 
htre, with what you have faid p. I 56. 'tis 
e-afy to fee that -ye>ur lordfhip bJames ' ·lhaji 
• who a're· in· oatl»ri't.v, thfll do net ad'O~/i lfis 
'"majljly to gi:U,. "tht fathers and p:rt\ors of oar ,. 
' church leave to fpeal fr thrmftlvts, anJ· iti- -
' dttd f•r tht lri11g .' i. e. that the convociuion • 
fSauld .. ~etermine this tontroverfy._ Tkat •. 

lt&v "&Jb~t 
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.. 'THI ./IJfiiU 11 ,.,Uttt4 , ut tmJ aa io tat­
" ing care of that Sock" of Cbrift, -.! wbicb 
"tbe Holy ·Ghoft has ·made them overfccn, 
., and whitb tiN Jaws -.! U, laod llllt1l ua.illld 
"II tbna,tt p. 156-7. 

BefOre I conGder the thU., propofed · b1 
JOUr lordlbi§t, ·I canoot bot obfene, that your 
lordfhip ia the former paffi&ge wanted tbe 
tllftJ«4ftillit to REJitlf'E crron : here 'tis to 
jilllflll iJO. •1 thiDk abe ufaalmethod in ti11-

WUJtil11 is aot to rtj'ut1 erron; 'tis Dot to 
c•nitJtl meas judgments, or io produce rt-fins 
for whar they do, bot to determine the truth 
or faUhood of a ootion •lllhfri.••tiw/y. s,,,. 
dieD/ afFairs are always traofaaed ia a juJicial 
maGDer ; whilft jritltltt ptrjfi1U, i c. mea in 
abeir private upaciti~ ufoally attempt to· 
rifldl &nJ error tbat happeu to arife. 

As to the method by yoer lordthip pro- • 
_fOfed, that 7'hlfi wh• .,., ia authority ate. 
firtalters •f odter IDCDS jjus bccaufc they do 
~ot fuB'cr tile ooavocatioa U, fit 1111d 1111, I will 

.. I" bd~c JOur lorcUbip the feotimeats of twl 
very I"Cit ~. wbo ha•e 1teeo reputed or­
mcqentt, tile oae of dac 11111U.t church, tht 
o~cr of o8r.,.,. duvct.. 

The .firJI is, Grtt•r1 Na~iati'.U1l. that J1ttr 
jiilfld oE BajiJ. · Maoy bUhops · btini met. at 

. C#'!f/llllli~ll, 
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C.ll}l•111in•pk, aad fummoDing this l"HII ,.,. 
who for his exaA:nefs ud fkill in fcripturs 
was called the DIVlN~, to that Jjn.6, ho 
refafed to come ; " Experience haviog taught 
" him bow little good cou!d ba Cllpeltecl­
•~ froiD /f'IIU ; they umlly wicleting more 
·~ thaa curing differences-. Nor wll I (fan. 
" he) be prefeat· at aoy /J'mls, wb~re they· 

. " cackle like geefe or creos : jq tJ!o(e a&.D­
'' blies there is coatcatieo, aod iqu-.le;. 
" and Olameful a~ions, which we.-e hid be­
., fore, are there made public, me .. ' of boftiJc 
5 ' minds towards ooe another being alfembled 
" together l'' Thefc reilei!Hona were oc­
cafaooed by thofe meetings of the cltrgy at 
Cn.fomtimplt a firll and fecond time ; and at 
ot~r places; from whence this great DIVINE·· 
found fo little comfort, that nothing could 
perfoade him to come near the{ll at Jafi. So 
little did he ex~a frolb jjnods towards the 
,.,.;,g of controndial e'f'ils. 

The othtr, is oar· prefent: primate•, who(e 
jadgmeot ia fyoodical afFairs every man muft: · 
•al11c and pay a w~derful deference to. 
• :rbere is karcc any thing in ont;fuiiJ, fays 
'he, that either more. expofed our chrUliaQ 
' profeffioo heretofore, or may mQrc. d~..-ve 
' our ~riow coofi~a~n at · tliis d•J• ,. 

• Dr. Wdl, thea uc:hbifbop of C.lltw'-7· 
- a · .alae 
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' the f;illentt, the pajfi1n, the ma/ict, tbe fo/ft4 
c ntfs, and the DPPrtJfion which reigned in mol\ 
'-of thofe fynods that were held by ConjlantiM 
' fuft, and after him by ·the following tm­
' pmrs, upon the occafion of the Arion con­
' uoverfy. Bitter are ...the complaints, which, 
' we are _ told that great emperor made of 
'them -And what little fuccefs other fynods 
''have oftentimes had, might eafily be made 
• -appear, were it needful to enlarge upon fo 
'·known and melancholy a fubjed. Now 
• this; as . it has obli~d not onl)' the beLl: 
' men, but the wifd\ emperors, to be very 
• careful, how they .either called, or encou .. 
• raged fuch alfemblks, unlefs .they had fome 
• reafon to hope for Jl good efftll of them, fo · 
' may it (u.ffice to convince us !HI!, that neither 
' ale ali timts, nQJ' all caufts,_ either prop~ 
• for, or worthy of; fuch meetings: and that -
• the exp~diency of thtm ought .to be ver.y . 
' clearly made out, before it can with any . 
c reafon be expee\ed, that the prince lhoula 
'c•nfent to . their affem-bling·' Authority.. if ' 

.Cbriflian Prinm, P·. 307-8. . . 

Your loicfLhip moll certainty -wiH tity, th:tt 
the prtjtnt tiw, and the puftnt couft, are molt- -
tertainly prcptr for, and wmby if, fuch mul· -
ings. ' A time when the dollr:nn of oll'r: 
,._ m.ofi -boly faith-; and the op~o/i(o/ injl:t-utU.., 

• . ' -a>t : 



. ·tmti;OR THODOJCY jhal.nt. · ·. 1 ~.J 

"efthe g(J'f)ertiment of our church are fo viru~ 
"-lcntly.lntaA:ked, and info open and infolenr 
"a maoner.' ,. IS7•. 

Permit me, . my lord; to -reply.to this in the 
words of . that great man, _ our prefent metro, 
t_oliton. ' Thae may. be fome Jimes in which, 
'·it would l>e .altog~ther.unaa'vljtable to alfcmblc; 
'·it . [a collVocation.] When mens po.ffims are 
c~Jet loofe, and their minds difordered; whe~ 
• their .. inur1fs anq dtjigns; their friends and · 
' their parlier, nay tlleir own pdglfltnts, 311d 
'prin,ip!u, lead..them.dffirmt ways; and t~! 
~ -agr.ee in nothing fo much, as in being very, 
rr-puvijh and angry with one another : whe!l ­
• ·tbeir very rtafin is depraved; and tll{y 
'judge not according to t'rrnh .or 't'llidenre, bbi 
•·with rt/ptll of prrfoN, and every one oppofd·· 
' what. -al'lGth« ·of· a tiiffmnt perfoajion either-·. 
,..,Dflll< or--opprwes if: -what. good can the 
· '·-prina propefe to himfelf, or-any wift ·mall 
' hope for, from an.y alfembty . that can be- . 
• brought together, under the unhappy io.~ · 
•.flaeoce of ttfefe-, aDd the like prepolfeffions. . . 
, '.It \'ollas,..lhe (enfe.of~tbi9, made a wife mao; 
' ·in therlaft·.atc',. tell.Charks the Vth, 'That il 
'-·aHtared ~ e:tpirje•u, antP.might jm11- reafi• 
14--6,. d~llll}lrored, thaf-th'fi afl;,irs fildom Jut• 
~ Tudlti will, which w,u ID ·le~d~nt-Dy maDift 

Aod; 



• 

tt~ ne . .-Pmars--1/ PaiuTnAI'T 
I ·AJld' if filCh be the iDCODYeDieace to whtcJe. 
•-•••hr alone, upofa fu~·mcetiegs; in· the· 
'·be{\ times; fare I am~.botk ,.,~fin aad ·.u­
·'·ptrie~~te will mac:b mere. cozwioce- u•, that in· 
'·times of th11bt and tiij{Mttlrt,.. tbis·will be the 
•·more likely to l:le the. cak• and that ODder 
•·fach circumtlaoces, tlxre-u Iittk good, to ~­
•·expe~hd from them.' .4UJhtn-i1] ifC/Jrillitlll"• 
Prinm, p.· 3~6-17 .. 

As to the. caNfo, upoa whiclr yowr lOrdJbipo 
thinks- it fit for· th~ coJWOcatjon to fit •ntl11tf,.. 
hnuft: .ftill reply itt ~ -tlle .ordt· of:OUI" 1118ft_, 
MJtrlftdt'flt.'cbbi,fo/Jp. · 

•·It would be not· oM.,. 11W&fls bat· •Jfwtl ... · 
.C·for a fynod to be. called to ~bate OVCI' aaaia.< 
' the fond-amen4als ol piety.-AU that they; 
' would gain by doiog it, WODld be.q~aly this~­
• cbat they would fOe their. authority a•d de-­
' finitioas def pi fed b;r them; aad might pro­
c bably give offeoce to goocl me~ u i£ thcJ\i 
' had fo much reafoo. oo tbeir fide, or there. 
' were fo much difficaltyla this calC, _.. », 
' need the folemnity of a c:oowocatioa tQ hater• 
',afe ia.i~' Thit his fro~, fpealt c•nccro .. 
iogf.tptitl, and /ilm·t.J·.,, no., tk ..... . 
>Gf chriRi•nity. Bot thea Iris traN goes on to 
affirlll, ' that neither there is aDJ aced wa. 
"IIIW fpr•tl to declare alae cloatiac of 1be 

'dwr~ 
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1 church in fuch points, in which it bas, by -
• as grtot, ~r even grtotw authority, been 
• before declared. A convocation may ftt, 
' fays be, ·and draw up what trtllil and cln­

' ftjftDnl it will ; but if they expea that thofe 
• who dcfpife the authority of the antitd 
• gmtral c~uncils of the church lhould be con-
• duded by their definitions, it will, I doubt, 
' appear that they have but flattered them­
• {elves with vain hopes : and they will find 
' too late, that thofe, who are not to be re­
' ftraioed by ·what bas already been detcr­
'-mintd, · will muc:h Jcfa regard any tlrlll 

• -Mcifionl that CID · be toade agalnft them: 
!liil. P· ·. 3 I 3• ' 

'Tit not, my lord, a crlme I hope Jo me, 
to defire tMt the rDJ'tN foprtm•t! mf11 gn th1 
htt~r •! th1 fomtflal jurifdia;,,. ' If the 
• meeting and ·aaiog of the convocation doe• 
' cfepend upon the grau •nd pltafurt of tho 
'i prinu, {o that they can neither 'affemble, 
• .oor confult; wltbout his permiffion, nor is 
••. he any farther obliged to allow of tither, 
' than he is perfuaded their meeting and aCting 
' Will be for the public benefit.of the church 
' and k1ngdom•- perhaps ' his maje1ly may 
'"have as good or better reafons again1l their 

., r.·triog under the p~efent circumftances of 
~- 4ffairs,' than can be offered for it. ibid. p. 3• 

The 
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The charge of part<Jkir.g in ~th.r mens fir.! 
is certainly very fevere: it deals about a heavy . 
rcfleCHon upon all the min!Jlry; and how fa~ 
his mojd/y himfilf may be concerned, I know 
not. E\·ery reader, I beline, will be apt t~ 
conceive that the charge is point~d th.re, a~ 

well as upon others, wh.en your lordll.ip fays. 
That.' ·Dtftnder of the jtJith is not an empty 

' title : the df'mct Dj the church of England is 
' -tte Jtn.ndaticn of the rt'Uolution, and of 
' his majefiy's fucceaion to tle throne,' p. I 58. 

B_ut what is a11 this grou.nded upon? Be­
.caufe a jjmd is not permitted to a.Jftmh!t, 
where- 'tis ' very likely to fly into heats and 
'partin, and after much contention, nothing 
' to be done. And then the enemies wilhoor, 
' will fmile, and tell the world, .that when it 
' came to the trial, the convocation itfelf 
' could not agree, about this matter i and 
'from thence draw an untoward coofequenc~ 
' againft the verydoarine itfelf( of the trinity. 'J 
Authority of Chriflian Prinus, p. 330. 

I would willingly, my lord, call a veil 
over this una~countable behaviour of cor.nd/!; 

· ' where pride and ill-nature commonly do.:. 
' mineer ;' that I may flill· keep to that great 
man's words. Appeal. Prif. p. 24-. Whtn 
<Nle fees the arts that have been ufed to con· 

dema.. 
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demo or to acquit a· perfon, the intrigtJes, the 
corruption, the malice and oppreffion, which 
appears in the very fir{l a.ffimhlits of tht cltrgy 
under CanjJ11111i1u; and by what tricks their 
points were carried, thm, and have been too 
often lince, I am- borne down by the weight 
of his grau's judgmmt,- and cannot but acquit 
his majtjly and all othen of all imputation of 
no, in not permitting, in our prefent drcum­
tlances, the tfJiffJfJtlltian to fit and· all. 

Pardon ml", ·my lord, for the tron~le I 
bave put your lordfhip to on this occauon. 
But · when the humour of addreffing, begun 
at Oxfo' 4 encouraged and promoted by the 
Lontion cltrgy, and 'tis faid ('l do not pretend 
to fay for .what end) that 'tis- to be carried on 

- in many djitatims over Engltmd this fummer, 
-when this humour of addreffing tha•ls for 
a /;o~l, which contains the very e.ffence of 
f.trjm:tion, is promoted, I cannot but openly 
prot!fl ;~gaiull fuch proceedings. It fecms to 
me. an artful method of fame to catch the 
unwary, that under pretence of declaring 
again_) hcrefy, they may declare for perfe· 
cution. Your lordlhip, no doubt, is not . 
accountable for any actions of other men. I 
therefore propofe it to the conlideration of 
all thofe who are fo zealous for thefe thank~, 

thai 
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that if this public approbation of your lord!r 
thip's book be thus tefiified, whether it br 
not in all tbofe that are CQilceroed, as that' 
trut prtllltt fo ofteo qeotedy expreJTes it, ,., 
arraign the government f~r ••t f*ffering tb.· 
CONYOCATION to 111Ht, •Ni If· tt/J tht 
w.rld, thM iiDtb tht honour. ¢-roligioo, aid tiH· 
100d qj tb1 cJturch; tiN mtttrwtf in iJ, tzni 

. ta,nqt ht ('rtjWfltd tuitli.ut it. Authtrity gf 
Chriftian p, in.-,s, p. 5· Is oot tbia to make 
as ;,.flidi,us a jugztjli11• agaiofl our. fovereign• 
lori ·king GEORGE, and agaioA- •II in a•· 
tD11rity M111il1' hi111, •AS 'tis , poffibJe tO maltc p• 
Is tbia foggdlioo Jt aDd right at thi1. ti~,. 
wbco a f9irit of f.aioa· .it raifcd. aad pro­
moted over the aation on 1tb~r acc.ounts ; . 
aad when difc9oteqts ha11e clouded. in &· · 

arcat meafur. IDCI1J uodtrftaodiags l~ 

But if thanks muft' be voted, as I perceive· 
the unitJtrjity of Cllmbridgt likewife hath jut\ 
now done, yet let the do8rine of ptrftcutitJII 
be excepted; let the h~ath~n's advice, which 
mull have prevented chrifiianity's coming into 
the w-orld, and mull hinder the rtj'tJt matitJn of 
puh/ic trrors in an countries, be excepted •· 
let the cha1 gt 11ptJn th# gGfltrflmtllt be excepted ; . 
and let the trrtm of the bookF whatever they 
be (for which I am fure your lordlhip would· _ 
&lot accept any, one•s tharis J be excepted, that, 

. th\>fc= 
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~e who Yote · their thanks may not be 
.ch~rgeablc with tlmn, and then I think the 
_,fouwt/1 thtmls are due to your lordlhip; nor 
·would· any IIWl lllOfe ·readily GODCUr io givias 
<them, thao, · 

My LORD, 

Your Lordjbip's 

' Moll: obedient Servaat • 

.P 0 ·S T S •C R I P T. 

T H 0' in the preceding lttltr, a fuflicient 
-anfwer is given to what your Jordlhip 

!Jlad faid concerning punilhment for h/afphnnJ, 
-yet I have judged it not improper to fuggeft 
a few things upon that topic more particularly. 

Blt~h'INmJ is an irrellgious, prefomptoous, 
cootemptooas reviling of God. When there• 
fore y~ur lordJbip fays, p. 159• If l11 [ChrjftJ 
l1 God, and ''" deny !Jim, 'tis blafphemy, 
)'CMir lordibip confounds 111t irulifi•as, ~~« 
fotn~t~~a~~s, ClntnJrltuws rmli•t " Gill, with 
a •iJI•l"' ,.,;., w mlflpti•• if G•tlwbich h• 
u coutempt, "'reproach, • rniliPg of Gocl 
-deJigned or i~tc~ in it. 

There 



190 CJ'be Pillars of PRJESTCllAFT 

There is not a more mifchievoui abufc of 
words, than to apply a term, which always 

Jn its pr1ptr fenfe fiands for a lkfigned pr':fomp· 
tuous reviling, to cafes wh~re. '" ddigned 
reviling is intended. To execute therefore 
Jaws, made againfi rtal blafphtmy; and under 
the cover of that word to draw in, aS' guilt], 
thofe who hJ mtjiqumm and r~'!ftrutli~rl only, 
can be deemed blafpbtmtrs, is to enfnart and 
to entrap men ; 'tis to punilh perfons for 
crimes which they never th1ught of, and from 
their hearts abhor ; and therefore with equal 
juOice, they might be treated as felons, or 
mur~rrtrs, as they can be !llaflhuners, 

. Let blajphe:ny, my lord, that which is rttliiJ 
fuch, be puniG1~d as feverely as your lordiliip 
withes ; but ·let not men be deemed 111-
pbemm ·b,y conftgumw. I lc.now not where 
this evil can flop, if once this pratHce lbould 
take place; every Calvini}J is charged with 
blafphtmy by his adverfaric:s, for making God 
the au:b;r '.[fin.; and ht in his turn charges 
thtm with the .fotnt trimt, for maintaining 
fmdlm if will. . 'Tis jufl the fame benvixt 
prottjlants and papijh: each . of ·them. ·dealiog 
about the word hlofphemy, U<pOD the other, by 
a horrible abufe of the word, for a (IJ"./tfWIIlftt 

which is utterly . d~oied, and detefled, by 
thofe that are charged with it. 

When 
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When the word, hlojpbemj, is applied for, 
ottribut.'ng t1 Qoi what dotS ml belong to h;'m, 
or for, denying what doli belong to 'him~In 
thefe cafes, and fuch like, which are infinite, 
it does not lignify any tJiu, but a mjluke_; it 
do~s not relate to any thing firiClly e'llil in a 
man, but to any error or inconfillency of 
notion about God: 'tis taken not in its proper 
end emi'ltnt fenfe, but in a large extent, for 
whatever, OfiJ way, by conftqumce~remote 9r 
near, hurts the name and reputation of any 
.one. To punilh men for blajphrmy, in this 
fenfe of the word, is to puoilh me-n, in dfeCl, 
for being fallible, and becaufe they are not 
'!ble to fee all the conf-equences, that thofe of 
the moll ~xol·ed underllandings really, or in· 
imagination, · ~o fee. A punifhment which 
where 'twill fall '' no man can .foretell, t'lltt'J 
.c' go!Jd man fears.'' 

5 
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. 
REMARJts upon a BILL now depending 

in PARLIAMENT, entitled, A'bi/l to 
prevmt Juits fsr tythes, where no;:e, ncr 
ti"J c1mpoji1ion f'r tbe fame have been 
paid 'IWthin a certain 11/Jm/Jer of years, 

By a Reverend PRELATE*. 

T HE Jaw coocerniog txnnption fl·om 
t)thes as it !lands at prefent, is thus: 

. If tythe be demanded by the incum. 
bent, aGd the proprietor of the lands pleads 
an txtmptian, the incumbent infills upon com­

mon right as the general rule of law ; and it 
rells upon the proprietor to prove the exemp-

. tion. And there is great reafon it lhould be 
fo; becaufe in all cafes, whoever pleads exemp­
lion from a general rule, is bound to a.ffign t_he 
fpecial grounds and reafons, of fuch exemp· 
tion c And becaufe in this particular cafe, it is 
fappofed that the proprietor of the lands hall 
the nidences in his hands ; and it cannot be 
fuppofed that he or his ancellors would pay for 
an efta,te as tythe free, without clear evidence 

• Dr. Sh1rl«k, then bifhop of. StJii.foll17· 
I ~ . that 
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that it_ was fo ; when they knew the law to b~ · 
fuch·, that an incumbent would have it in his 
power at any time to demand tythe of .co~n.· 
mon right, and mu.fi prevail, if le_gal e.vidcnce 
~f the eJ.em,pLio.n coHld !lot be prQd1lc.cd .• 

But by this new :bill, t·he proof ihall not reA: 
upon the proprietor of the lands, who isfuppof­
ed to have the evidences of it in his hands, and" 
he and his family concerned in ioterefi to·pre­
fc:rve them; but the proof that payment has been 
made within the term of years to be fixt by 
this bill, if it pafs into a "law, is to refi upon 
t.he incumbent; who comes a firanger to the 

. pari!h, unacquainted with what was done in the 
•imes of his predeceCfors, and not lii>e to be 
affified by the parilhioners, confidering the in­
·terefi they have, and the influences they are 
oft times under. · 

In this ·way, eRmprioos may ealily be fe.t 
up for aU Jand!f, the tythe whereof has not­
been taken in kind, but (which is ~he moll ufu­
al method) paid in money, whether as a mo­
dui, or upon .the foot of a pdvate agreemt:nt 
between the incumbent and proprietor. For 
the receipts for the money are in the hands of 
the proprietor, and the fucceeding incumbent 
may know nothing of any agreement made ; or 
if he do, he canQot oblige him to produ~e tbe 

receipts 

i 
: 

' ., 
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teceipts in proof ofi,. Whereas the Jaw, as It · 
fl'an~s at prefc:nt, by which he is enabled to foe 
for tythe of C6mmon right, and prevails, if the 
proprietor do not prove the exemption, effec­
fllally fecures the clergy againil: all fuch frauds 
and impofitions, and nothing elfe can effeClUo· 
~lly fecure them. . . 

Many of the reelories impropriate-bc:)pnging 
to bHhops, deans, and chapters, and other ec­
CieliillHcaf perfons, and tQ the colleges in the 
two univerliti'es, are, and have. long been, ill 
the hands of lords of mannors, or other pro­
prietors of lands within the fame parilhes; which 
teafes defcend from . father to fon, and enable 
them to let their own efiates 'tythe-free. · And 
all lands, which by reafon of fuch unity of 
potre1Iion, lhall have paid no tythe within the 
term to be limited by this aCl, arc exempted 
b~ it from paying tytbe for I'Dtr. 

· Some of the religious orders, particularly 
the Ci/lercians, were privileged from· paying 
tythe of iands while they · e~ntinuttl in their occu­
pation, and not otherwife. And though all the 
lands of the re~igious came into the hands of 
the crown, and from the crown to the grantees~ 
in the fame manner as the religious en}oyed 
them ; yet by this bill, if the gtantee of the 

I 3 crown 
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c:rown filall have kept fuch lands in his oWB· 
· occupation, during the term therein to be li· 
tnited, all incumbents are ' deprived for ever 
of the right they had to tythe, when fuch 

' lands lhould be occupied by a tmant. 

Warrens, woodlands ia particular countries~. 
and l~ds that ha•e laiD walle, from all which. 
tytbe would be due, if converted into arable 
or pafture, will be entitled t~ a pwptttttJI tit· 
*mptiolf by this aa j and it may have the likt 
eiea in many other cafes, not. now foreG;en. 

lf it be candidly confiderect, by hQw many· 
• ·itduc ways exemptions may and do grow, wc:­
fhaU {ee no rufon to take from the cl4181 •~Y 

· adrantase• againfi them, which the li.W giveJ-
as it ftaods at pR:fent. Some diiicultics have · 

·been mention~~! already, which cannot be a­
Yoided by incumbents, though never fo carefaJ,_. 
and wholiJ {Me from rdlraintl and· influences . 
of ldl ki#ldJ t 1 m~ their caming ftr~gers to­
their ll,gPII• aad. tbe difficultJ of procuring 
evidence acnonttthe pariQlioaers. But befides . 
thefe, the clergy who come in un.uuftommed · 
to fccular affairs, are more liable to he im PQfed ' 
upon tlaan others; and fome of $em are not fo · 
careful of the rights of their church, as might 
be withed, for want of rcflefiing that they are-

not._ 
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aot barely concerned in i~tereft for their own 
time, but ate .moreover the guacdians of rllofe 
tights fOI' the ufe of their fucce.ffors. Some 
arc uru.d:ive aDd fedentary, . aad care not to 
enter into eaquiries, which may lead them into 
rroublefome law-fuits : Other!\ are not in need, 
and forefe.ciog the uneafincfs they lhall raife 
to them~lves by coatetling exemptions, flt fiill 
and acquiefce :· Others are poor, and have nQt 
money to fupport cootetls with rich ni_en, and 
fo mtfl acqoi.efGe: Many are known to come in 
•oder the retl~aiot of general bonds of rc.Gg­
Dati~, with heavy ~oalties, aQd mu.fi either 
go on to indulge the ell ate of the patr~n, or be 
ruined : Many livings are given to the fons· or 
eear relatio111 of pa·rons, whO: are naturally 
difpofcd to be rcfpecrful to the efiate of the 
family ' and if others alfo did not the fame, 
rbey are fometimes thought very ungratefnl for. 
the (avoor of their prefentation. Many of the 
poorer liriogs all over England are held by fe-

. ctoeftratioa, without either infiitution or in· 
dull:iou ; and the clergy who officiate in them, 
not being properly incumbeq.ts,. cannot bring 
fuits for the right to tythe ; and if an incum­
b~nt c;ome in, who is willing and able to .do ic, 

· le wUl be wholly precluded bJ this aa: after a 
.· tertain number. of years .. 

l·f It 

I' 
I 
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. · It is eafily feen, how difcontiouances of pllf• 
ment may have grown by any one or mote of 
thefe ways; and it would be very unreafooable, 
that fuch difcontinuances, to which -all th1 tythu 
in the kingdom are expofed, thould be turned 
into perpecual' exemptions: for no other reafon, 
but becaufe it may now and then be doubtflfl, 
and need the determination of tlie law, whether, 
a particular parcel of land is really exeMpt Or 
not. And it would be extremely hard, that 
the livings and the fucceffors in them, thoutd 
be made to futfer withou-t any poffibility of 
remedy, by the poverty, indolence, or unhappy 
compliances of their predeceffors; who may 
have fatisfied their minds with this, that it 
would be in the power of their ftrccetfors, at 
any timt,· to do right to themfelves and their 
church agalnft pretended exemptions, by ex­
erting their dai'm to tythe of common right; 
little fufpealng, that this ancient right would 
be extinguithed' by an)' future law; when tl'lt 
ftanding rule of atr coorfs, civil and ecclefta­
fiical, fince the riformafion as ·Well as before, 
had been, that no plea de non deci'mandtJ ought 
to be admitted; and when it appeared not, 
that the jtijlict and tquity of that rule had at 
any time been called in quefiion by the J'egi­
llature. 

Th'o' 
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Tho' the. prefent bill goes no further thao , 
to efiablifu a perpetual exemption .upon a pt!ft . 
difcoiltinuance of payment of tythe ; yet as the 
feveral taufis and lltcaf:o•s of thofe difcontinu- · 
ances ·hitherto, will ftill remain and. have the 
like eetfea, (particularly, the infilling upon · 
genet"al bonds ofrefigoation, is well known to 
be far more commoe, · a11d more openly and 
nowedly praaifed, of late days, than ever;) 
fo will there be· the fame pretence htrtofler for 
new aas to eflabliili uemptions, under colour 
Of Jofs of evidedee, aad preventing Jaw fuits, 

·and quietiog pofl'cffions ;. and, in this way, 
there muft be· a gradual diminution of ·the 
maintenance of the clergy in every generation, 
if they be deprived of the benefit they now 
hate, of claiming tythe by t11mman right. 

From tbefe confiderations, and from the 
manifefi difadvantages the cler~y lie under in 
being far lefs ablj to kn11u·, and prll'lit, and. 
llj[ert their rights, than thofe who enjoy dlates 
by inlmitan:e; no fiatutes fot limitati~n of fuits 
.have ever been extended to the revenues of 
the church, but the fuccdfors have hitherto 
been left at full liberty to affirt their rights, 
at any time. So that it is very groundleOy 
infinuated in the preamble to this bill, that the 
ftatutc of Edw. 6th, on which it pretends to 

I S found 
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· f®nd itfelf, had created a prefcriptioa ~ bty · 
years, fo as to debar the clergy of tbQfe days· 
(IOID claimiog tythe in ey 1tiHr manaer tbm· 
they had been 'paid within that term, aad· 
from clt~ilni"t any anD, if laada had DOt Jlllitl 
·~y at all for fO loog a timo. · For tbe W)rdf.. 
of ·that atl: are, that all predial tytbea fball. 

· be paid, in Ju&h ,.,.,,. awl f,.,. tn hath .,_ 
'[rigiJI yit/J~tJ au ptzid fllit}m, foriJ JNI"I Uti 
ltfort tiJt malmg-lj' this all, Oa. OF UGHT 08. 

CUSTOM OUGHT TO HA,B BHN I'AID. The 
meaning of that retrofpea of M Jlllrt wu­
plainly this~ that in the infancy of the rtfl,.,•· 
,;,, many of tbe people we~.~e anwilliog to. pay 
tythes to the proteftant cJergy, and cUd DOt M. 
Jievc they had aoy tide to them ; u ;, plaint, 
intimated- in the preambles to two forme.: afta 
for the payment of tythes,. 27 H. 8. c. 20. and· 
32 11: 8 c. 7• Againft whom it is plainly the 
intention of this all, to provide that they aiall 
be opliged to pay tythes to the prot!flam incum· 
bents, as punltually, as they bad paid them to­
the p~pijh; and if they do not, that they lbaU. 
be ll.tble to temporal coercion, as well as ec­
clefiailical cenfures. So that the aa of Etlw. 
6. was made wholly in fa'IJour of the clergy, 
and to fac.ilitate the recovery of ttleir tythes ;. 
and then, as to the right, though no tythe at 
aU had been actually paid withill that term.·· 

the 
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the powe.r Qf Cuing for it is fully referved bJ. 
fhe additional words, -oa oF RIGHT oR. cus_­
TOM OUGHT til .hfiVI lm11 paid-And,, iu a 
fu.bfequcnt clanfe ((eel:. 4·) all exemptions and 
difcharges ftOlll ·tythe, are left to !land or fall 
aecqrding to the laws in being,. before that aCli 
provifion. beiog only made, that if they were 
l'ftlly.exempt before, they fhould not be made 
liable to pay tythe by any thing in the aa~ 

·Whereas the prefcnt bill is- wholly in favour 
of the parithioners againjJ the clergy, and 
takes from incumbents the known and ella- · 
blUaed privilege of claiming tythe of c.nnmDw 

ritht; and', after a difcontinuance t>f: payment 
for a certain time, utterly deprives them of theic ' 
right, even though they fuould be able to· 
prove it by records and evidences of undoubted 
authority. · 

Bat if that retrofpetl to tht: forty years 111-
. fire the act of Edward· the Vlth, had been· 

made the Dnly role 'of the clergy's right ; it had 
been a much more favourable ·rule, thab the 
like, or even a larger term of years before the 
making of ihls acl, would be. Every one· 
knows in what view tythes were coofidered in 

· the times to which that retrofpeCt reache:s, and 
· how religious the people were in paying thellll 
to the full. Bur it is to be feared, ·that in lat­

. cr clays that antient principle has loft much of 
16 its 
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its force. There is.one whole fe8: among m, 
who_ plead ccinfcierice for refufing to pay any 
tythe at all. Another fort, however confcicn­
tious in not converting tythes to their own u(e·, 
do certainly think them better employed to.: 
wards the maintenance of popilh priells tha11 
protellaot incumbents. And the people, ia 
general, are not eafily brought to feel the force 
of that unanfwerable argument for the cl_ergy's 
'right to tythe, that they or their ancellors 

· pur~hafed no more than nine parts. 

Orre great pretence for this bill, is the Jafs y 
tfJidence; namely, original grants from the 
crown, and other evidences relating ·to them. 
Concerning which, it may-well be fuppofed in 
general, that families are very careful in pre­
fcrving the evidences of their ellates ; aod 
what preferves the evidence of the cfiate ex­
empted, preferves alfo the_ evidence of the ex· 
emption. Thefe are, of courfe, tranfmitted 
from father to fon, and, being grants from the 
crown, were to be recorded and prefe,rved in 
chancery, and may probably be found t!Jere; 
and in ~ny cafes, futficientevidence, whether 
lands are exempt or not exempt, may be had 
from the office of augmentation, which is open 
to every fubjea, and contains the ftate of the 
lands ' and impropriate tythes of many reli­
gious· houfes (as they 'l4Jle to the trown, and .,,. 
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by coofequeoce to 'the grantees} under the . 
names of the ho!lfes to which they belonged·, 
and with accounts of their being in leafe or 
manual occupation at ·the time of the dilfO'~ _ 
Jutlon; upon which circumfia.m;e~. th~ poiot 
of exemptioo or no-exemption chiefir depends. 

All fuch .rewrds, in what hands (oever, if 
fairly produced, may be proofs again.Jl p~t­
tmded exemptions, as well as proofs for real 
ems ; and yet this bill not only puts the pro­
prietors of tQ.e lands under no obligation to 
declare in a 'egal manner that the e.vidences are 
really lofi, or to produce tbem, If not I of!: ; 
but, after a term of years in which no tythe 
has been paid, the. fucceltor of one or more 
incumbents who were indolent, or ignorant of 
their rights, or under undue refiraints. from 

· claiming them, is utterly deb_arred by it from 
c'aimiog tythe, tho' he lhould be able to prove 

· never fo clearly from records to which he can 
have accefs, that there could be no lc:gal e:&­
emptioo. 

As to the other pretence £or this bill, viz. 
the preventing difFereaces and law.fuits, a free· 
dom from them, and a _quiet and peaceable 
enjoyment of our own, are certainly very great 
bleJlings ; and the greater the bleffings are, the 
greater is their guilt, who will not fu.fFcr their 
odghbours to enjoy them on a,oy terms, but 

the 
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die giving up tbtir juft rights,. and the oecdt 
fary fubfiftence of themfelves and their families~ 
But on which fide the breach of peace and 
friendfhip, as occa£ioned by fuits for tythcs. 
does chiefly lie, appears from calculations t•at 
have been made by praaitioners in the court 

. of exchequer, ~hich 1how that the infiances­
wherein the profecutors for tythes have failed, 

. be~r no kind of proportion to the number of 
mftances in which they have pr~t~ailtd; and, as 
·to the nuiiWw of fuits, many of them haYc 
been the fuits of Jay impropriators, and not 
parochial incumbents. So far are the clergy 
from being jufily chargeable either with mul­
titudes of profecutions, or with bringing fuch· 
fuits as have been deemed vexatious or frivo­
Jou$ : The truth lies on the other tide, that 

· thro' the unwillingnefs or inability of fome tO· 
engage in troublefome and txpenfive law-· · 
fuits, and thro' the refiraints and influencet­
which others have been under, the rights of: 
their churches have greatly fuffcred> and ~ 
degrees been loft. · · 
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REMARitS. 

T HE rftlmlld Prtlatt firfi Jays down the· 
LAW as, he fays, it ll:aods at prefent; l 

with that he would vouchfafe to lay down· 
li.EAsoN. When a bill depends in parliament, 
the legifiature are to-. confider what ought to ht· 

.low, and not what is lllw; for if they were· 
bo11ncJ. by cuftoms or ftatutes, they woul(J be. 
ufelefs to the people, who often find themfelvcs. 
aggrieved by the· 11fage and inflitutions of 
former times, againll: which they tan hne DO• 

relief, but from th~ IegUlative power. 

The Ufooi' obfe"e~ that as the law Dow 
.fl:aD.ds, ." If tyt~ be demanded by the incum­
" bent, and the proJ>rietor of the lands pleads. 
" an exemption, the incumbent infifis upon. 
" cnnmo11 right, as the genti-11/ ru/1 of law, and 
" it refts upon the proprietor to prove the ex­
" emption.'• And he thinks, thc:re is gre~t 
reafon it fuould' be fo ; " becawe in all cafes, 
" whoever pleads an exemption from a general­
., rule, is bound to a.ffign the fpecial grounds 
" and rcafons of fuch exemption/' But he­
ought to have told us, ·not that the incumbent 
infifis upon comm1n right, which we all know;. 
Llut wh] h1 jhn~ld ia1ia upon ~mmoa right, 

:which 
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\vhich the wifejl of us· cannot ac-count fot. 
What is admitted ia courts of judicature., 
ought not to determine us • . The quefiioo 
now is, Jnat jhou/d he a/lowed 11, a· Britilh ltgi­
jlaturt? And though it is c:ertain that when a 
proprietor of lands pleads aD exemption in 
ll'ejlminfltr-Hall, it refis upon him to prove ir, 
yet it may well be confidered in a hou(t if com­
mons, whether that proof ought to refi upon him. 

If the cofo if l)'tbes be fairly and jufiry con­
Jidered, many objeCtions will arife- againfi its 
being a cafe of common right ; which mull: in 

· Pariiament be tried, not by mhmon law, but by 
tornmon /enfe. , There can be. no right in the 
world but that which arifes from nature, and 
the reafon of 'thi~gs: Shew us from thene~ 
that the clergy have a right to niainrenance 
from the laity, and we will then allow that 
the laity ought to m~intain them. No obli­
gation can be laid on any one, unlefs an equi­
valent really received creates it.; We do not 
owe the king himfc;lf allegiance, but on the 
terms· of equal proteCtion ; and we cannot owe 
the clergy t)'thn, but on the terms of an equi­
'Ualmt. Where then is this equivalent? Or, 
why fhould the clergy exaa tythes, as arifing 
·to lhem of rightP 
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· No ftlila by confcience, or for his own ltap• 
pinefs, or for the public good, is obliged to 
conform to any church, or advife with any 
priefl, bur fuch as himfelf approves. 011· the 
contrary, to compel his conformity agaiofi his 
opinion, is agaiofi: all co'Ofcience, agaioft his 
own happinefs, and the public good. If he 
does conform to that church of his own choice, 
it is for fome advantage ; and fo far as he coo­
forms· and enjoys that ·advantage, (o far is he 
tinder an obligition, and owes a maintenance 
to that clergy,from whom he receives an equi­
Y!llent. But if he cannot and does not coo· 
form, what advantage does he receive? What 
obligation· is he under, ·or what ~aintenance 
does he owe to aoy on~ ! It may be netclfary 
t~at priy/s, as well ph,jicia,s, lhould b-e pro­
Yided, for the C.uK of fouls as well as of /1(J(Jus. 
But wo\J}d it not be very unreafonable that 
the Ja;v' lhou·Jd oblige us to give phyfidans re­
laini,/g Jtts, aad compel us to maintain them, 
by pa'ying them when we do not wnnt them, 
as much as when we do want them ? Is it not 
fufficieDt that they are paid when they are ap-

. plied to? And is there any difference between 
thyfoians and pritjis, which creates a greater 
obligation to the latter than to the former t· 

Mea 
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Men having a natural right and a Jegaltole-· 
ration to' choofe tlleir own religion, do often: 
affociate thermelves ia particular chur-ches-, anct 
diffent from the national rea, or eftabJiSlcd' 
church. Every member of a ftp4f"ate church 
fiands obliged to fupport his IWfl paftor, whiltt 
he reforts to him ; aDd fball he alfo ftand obli­
ged to fupport a· paruhUJ paftor,. whom ltc 
never reforts to? Shall he not only pay the 
priell whom he applies to, bat Jikewife one 
whom he De\'Cr applies te)-l By tho fame rufey 
lle might not only tlaod obliged to fee t6e 
phyfician who attends him, but alfo one who· 
BeYer attends him. And might not the fame· 
pretence be laid· claim to by the phyf~ian 81' 

by the priett, that he whom the fiatt fball 
choofe, is as ready to undertake the tate, at 
he whom the 14titnt fhall c:hoofe P 

If thts be the cafe, I do not fee bow the 
dergy can fue their pari.Sics for lythe of ll.._ 

.,, ript, aoy more than· that phyfic:iaos c:aoo 
fue for p.roehit~l ftes. And . therefore why 
n.ould this be fuS'cred to·c:ootinue &,., J.w r 

If then the c:ler~ have not from reafoo aad 
nature a common right to t)the, the laity have 
11 co1111110n right to exemption; and therefore: 
whca a pridt fuall (ac for IJtht, if the parilb 

gleadi 
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plead an exemption: the gmeral rtile of joftice 
will be on their fide,. and the pri¢ ftand 
~uod to affiga the Jiecial l"llmdt e4 rtafons 
ef his pretence tO·IJt~eo. 

The uv~rendprtlate imagines~ that ' cc It caa• . 
" not be fuppofed .that the proprietor or his 
•• aocefiors would pay for an cfiate as tythc­
u free, without clear evidence that it was fo; 
u and therefore be at all times ought to prove 
" that it is fo." But every man knows that' 
in any other cafe, a long difcoatinuancc of 
an incumbrance will' legally be an avoidance of 
that incumbrance ; and therefore it is, that 
ct~iel polfeffioot eQjpYed ffX a con6lh:rablc· 
tiJnc, ia a g~ll tide lA l•w, wbatevar aqdc:at 
. c:laiJu !ball bo renewed. ThiJ is well kPOWI1, 
and isvcry rc:afonablc; whereas the power· of 
~ clergy to demand and 'ecover tythe of 

. eommon right, agaio.fr a long enjoyment of 
difcontinwance, is neither well knowll nor iJl. 
any dqrcc reafonabl.e~ So that men may 
'fCry eafily pay for eftates as tytbe·free, ill­
cafe there hath been a long difcontinuance; 
and fuch a purchafc ought to be entitled to• 
exemption, jufi as it is in the cafe of quii-re~ts;. 
if they arc long difcontinued, they cannot be 
legally laid claim to ; for the law fuppofes. 
·~eafonably that they were dikontinued, either 

b:caufO: 
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bccaufe they were not due, ·or .c:Ife by agree. 
meot. And after. a long eourfe of time, evi:_ 
,den~e naturally grows dark or defkient, in 
whl.ch cafe the law wil_l not difiurb polfeffion.. 

_ If the law i~ ony coft does allow exemptions­
.from tythe, as it does in many, why net in al~? 
·Since it it is not an inJury to one incumbent~ 
:that llis parilhioners are exempt, it cannot be 
:to flny. ·And ir'it is. a commongaod done to one 
parilh, it ls o( common right due to ali in t,he 
iingd,m ; which may weil be con(ldered by the . 
iegiaa~ive power. · 

All this having its due weight, gave rife to 
the bill now depending in parliament, by 
\Vhich the proof of exemption· lhall not .rell: 
upon the proprietor of land, who'nl'many caf~ 
.hath no title to th'e Jand i'tfelf, muc!h Jefs ro 
enjoy it tythe-free, other· than that which arifes 
from long and guiet polfeffion : An evidend: 
fufficient at all times ; and indeed no better is 
demanded · itr any cafe, e:rctpt wheritht clergy 

· tJre co1~eernetl. 

lrdlead of obliging the lanri~ownws, as by the 
Jaws. in being they are obliged to prove ~ fpo­
E:ial exemption, the bill now depending enafls, 
d1at the clergy fualt prove a fpecial right to 

tylbt, it havina bee~ proved, beyond contra-
. diCtion,. 
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diaion, that they have not-a tommtJn right by 
.reafon or the nature of things. · 

. . 
The rt'Vtrend prtlate -pr:etends .that t~~s proQf 

ought not to lie upon . th.em, " .Becaufe t.Qey 
",come Llrangers to their parilhes, unacquaint~d 
"with what was done in the .time of the).r 
~· prq:leceffors, a'nd not like to be a1Hfied by 
'' .the parilhioners, confidering .the intereA: 
,u they have, and the influences they are o(t 
".times under,:' . . · · ' 

This will not by any means ·bear the tefi.of 
examination ; for a clergyman mufi come into 
a pariih with a very odious charaaer indeed~ 
-that no man will give him affifiabce. It is 
.Very eafy to know by livi11g witntjfos, what 
.bath been done. within forty years .pafi by his 
.predec~ffou. A ad let the generar inter ell: or 
influence be ever fo much llgainft him, fome 
.perfons will certainly adheJe to him. If he be 
.fl worthy man, he need not -defpair of f".fficient 
friendlhip and affiftance. lf he be the worl\: 
man alive, he will find fimt perfons for their own ' 
.profi'-t affiduous to give him' informations, and 
to c.ourt his favour ; nay, if deferted by all 
men, ftill· he may file a ;bill' if difta'VtrJ in the 
e~urt of txchrgutr, agatnfi wh<'m he pleafes; 
and can never want tviiltntt, if he is not with­
out right : An advaDtage which the prtlatt 

prudently 
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:prudently concealed, when he fet forth their 
Jlfetended difficulties. 

It is· therefore patt/tryjluffwhich hath dropt 
from this prelate's rena to fay, that receip:s 
.which incumbents give the·.Jand-IWrHr.s, where 
there is a mtJdus or an .sgrumtllf• remain in the 
:hands of thofe /and·tJWners; and that r~cceed­
iog incumbents cannot have recourfe to focb 
nceipts. He very untruly fays, that incu~­
bents cannot compel fuch receipts to be pro· 
-duced : If they are minded to foe for tytht, 
-they maY at the fame time foe for I'Vitlettct; 
.and on the difcovery of the latter, they etrec .. 
tuilly may recover the former. But where 
the tythn are paid in kind, the ch~trch-worrkm 
or~urs who colleCled them, may be fum­
mooed on any tcial, and give an account n pon 
oath, viva·wct, what bath bceo the ufage: AU 
which the rever nul preliltt conceals, nay dmits; 
which in one fo well acquainted with thefe 
affairs is inexcufable, and in one of his IJql] 
eharalfer is much to be lamented. 

As to rttl•us i"''r'tf'itltt, leafed by e.Ottll, 
lijhrps, 1i11J1Is onJ· e'h~s, whioh may tontinae 
by fuch leafes in particular familiea more thaa 

! furty yHm, and · by the lejfm may be let' to 
unckr tentata 1jtiJ.-jrH1 ia Wbic:h cafe there 

will arife • ~1-cxUtffioD. : I dan apder-
4 - take 
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lUke t() anfwer for the wifdom and circum­
;{pelHon of thofe bodies or perfons thua 
;poffeffed of impr6priations, that if this law fhall 
,Pafs, they will oever grant any leafe allowing 
the lefi"ees to let them tythefru forty years to-

. Bether, or in any .manner what~ver . whick 
·may create an exemption. Eccleflaflicks ar.e 
.not ufed to be either fo negligent or fo dijintt- ' 
r!fltd', nor arc they likely to be fo, .efpeciallf 
.after this biJh•P bath favoured them with fo 
:timely a _precaution. 

Some of the religious orders, particularlt 
.the Cijln:eians, were, .it feems, privileged from 
,paying tythes of lands, whi!fl thoft lands mrti­
mud in their mupation. When the crown 
.refumed thofe lands, they were granted to be 
held in focb manntr as thofc monks enjoyed 
them ; and yet the bijhop complains that if this 
:bill take place the exemption will not ceafe, 
·tho' the grantees do not occupy the lands 
tbtmfllves, but the lands arc occupied by a 
tenant. Neither can I fee why it jhould, it be· 
ing mYch more due to inthljlri011s landed mm, 
than ever it ·was to 14zy, idlt, Juptrj/itious 
moab, lht '""min antll«tf/ls of mankind. 

"Warrens, woodlands, and LAN.DS THAT 

~~ BAVE LAIN "!fMTE, /llJI tb# /njlup, from 
'all 
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n aU -which. tythe would he due, if converteif m:. 
"-to atoiJ/e or pajlure, will be en tided to a 
" perpetual exemption by this aa. . 

Js this then an argument againjJ the law 
BfOpofed P In my bumble ap.p.rehenfJPn th.e~ 
<;iln be none .firoogerfir any bill wbatev~f· It 
is well known that ~be w A.STE L.ANps of this 

-~ingdom would .be of infinite value, if coil- . 
·:~erted into arah/e or pajlurt • . They would be 
an addition to the wealth of the kingdom, of 

· greater value than the prifent national tie!Jt. 
And can there be too great encourag~ment 
given to i~,Dprove them ? Or can a greater dif­
.cou~agemept be in the way, than that, after 
r.o ~uch labour and ex pence to improve them 
(wherein the cltrgy pear no Jbare) they thall in 
a ftw years time, j u fi w b~n they become of any 
value, fall under the heavy incumbrance of 
tythe, and pay a tenth part of their neat pratlute 
to tht:cle.rgy, which is aperp,tua/£AND TAZ: 

·on the kiugdom of TWO saJLLI~Gs.iri the 
p.Dunrl, and, without .improving u;":Jle lands, 
amounts to abqve a millim per annum? Weho 
would improve wajle lands on fuch conditions t 

This tharitah/e prelate, who thro• the whole 
argument is fo kind to the laity, as every where 
to fuppofe them rogues and thieves, continually 
and unanimoufly (htati,g the p11r tltrgy of their 

righltDUI 
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righttous does; I fay, this very 'harita!J/e prt­
lau, comes now to .befpeak our candour for 
the clergy, and e:x.borts us to believe, ·u That 
" thty art ~tnauuflamuJ ttl ficular afl'airs, ar~ 
" mort li1Jb/i to bt irnpofed on than othtrs, and 
n fo111t if th1in nat fo c•rif•l of tht rights '.[ tht 
"' ~hur,h, tls might IJt wijhed. Some, he fays, 
n art ltnalli'flt and ftdtritary, and care DOt to 
.. , eng·age in. ·troublefome 1aw-"fuits : Othen 
ft are not in need, and forefeeing the uneafmefs 
" occ.tfioned by qmtefts, fit frUl and acquiefcc : 
" Others arc poor, and oot' able to carry oa 
" contefts, and fo m'!fl acquicfce: Many come 
" in under the reftraint of gtneral bonds o£ 
"'' refignat'ion, with .blavy pelltllties, aod fo ttustl 
''go oa toindulse the e.ftate'ofthc patron, or 
" be -rained : Many livings arc given to the 
'! foos or ncar relations of patrOJls, which 
" creates a natural difpofition to be refpcflful 
'' to the efta~ ofme f~ily ; and if others alfo 
" do not the fame, they are fometimes thought 
" ungrateful for the favour of their prefen• 
.. tat ion." This is the general cafe of the 
clergy, io the candid bilhop's account. 

Tbofe who hue nothing to gaio ~flattering 
tht ckro, may poffibly give another account of 
tbeaa. Who, in the na1111 if Modt}ly, would 
tbiok tMm lllltUflltlinttd with''f~cuklr off.irs, 

VOL. III. K that 
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•that {ees them {o bufy in lhoals at W tjlmin.Jitr­
Ha/1, fo coofiaot qt levm, fo alliduous ia 
d~awing rooms, and fo ambitious for p~wer l 
.Js the prefeotation to a .living to .be conliderei 
I?S a Jpiritual or att111f11ra(call t And when we 
fee the whole ,body fiudy the gofpel for the 
{ake ofJo ~lith a_jrar, who can 'fay that th~ 
:f,&OJ men are wh11lJ1 llna&guainttt.l with feculae 
4,/[tJirs! ,: 

. Would aay m.O Jmacine.frcmt tile argument 
Jt&W onder cotdideration, that 'tiN ~i/IJoi who 
framed. it .is llr.# of the htllds of an order, .,. 
~quoint11i wilh fo~ula,. {lJ'airl-1 I ·caenot but 
do him the jufiic:e to fay, that it is hard td 
decide~ whether he Olewed more acuteoefs ia 
sJdence of the &briJIHn r6/igim or tbe .gm1t. &aft 
of tyt!Hs f 

No man would think from the e/4.11Jb11f" a.od 
· o~t-cry wbi~b u./1 of them m~ke agalnft thie 

bill, that they are more liahlt 111 1¥ impoftd 011 

than others. No man would tbink it'who rans 
over the lifts hanging up in the ~J«btfJuir-tJj/ice9 
of caufes to be heard in that court. Nor did 
any man evec· come amoag tu11 or'tbrei pri!fls 
at any time, but their tythes and their dau made 
n part of the converfatioo. Let any one.go to 
Child's or the Chapter coff~e-h•uft~ wlsenevcr 
he pleafes, and he .will ~ofiantly e~peri~ce 

the 
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_the t~uth of. this obfervation~ If gentlcme11 
.,.recolleCl the behaviour. of the clergymen ill 
iheir feveral countries, they will find 'that the 
~mjjities 'of fome, the avarice of others, and the 
luury of many, . c~ntioually put t~~l}l on. rtuk­
_iTJg and Jqrmz.ing their parilbioners.: that t~~~ 
who feldom refide on their livings, ~re out 9f 
the reach of uneafioefs ~cafioned by ·cxa£\i~~ 
and. cootefis : That· thofe who haunt lev~ 

' aad follow great per4>os, aod aim. at prefer:­
ment, cannot otherwife fupport the expence o.f 
coming to town, and living far difiant from 

·their cures, but by t#ortion and lpw7uits. ·~· 
That y1ung clergymen in fmall livd1gs hope' for 

· great ones, and do not much regard the ill wiU 
of pariibioners : That they have all the famJ: 

\ 
appetites which other m·en have, and having 
more power; . do ID9re to gratify their lulls: 

. That ba~ing been bred ~x·penfively in oniver­
filies, they will frequently Jive above their ia­
'comes; and fpeoding all and more than aU, 
make their parilhioners eternally qneafy, and 
kave their families cwtain beggars. There is 
no man alive 6f any experience, but hath feen 
numberlefs,infiances of thefe pra8ices. And 

'how fuch men as 'thefe can be defcribed as 
41 wholly unacquailfled wiih fecuhir (Jffairi, or 
.,., lildJ tt IH impofld on than othtrs, ttmnot 

K 2 - , pojfhly 
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Pt.lfth!J iu thnt, without. tht ht.'p of this bithop'­
'!flonijhing ca,uJqur. 

1 wilt be fo jufi to the f"lf!trmi prtlatt as to 
admit, that fimt among the c~rg1 are fidt,tary 
and .,.lliw men; nay, I will allow with 
.~Ieelbre, fu ·from being unduly 'prejudiced 
agldnft tbdr order, that j~t~~t amoog them are • I 
b1cewife Jifi,twtjlld and lnlmtn:t. Such may 
ft>metlmes tvllfll t1leir /lgtd rights rather than 
.lllftJKt ·in t•nY!fll. l(o man of feufe wiD mif­
Teprefent any man, or body ofmcn ; but to fay I 
·that this order hath a greater !proportion of 
·-ruch ·perlOns than falls to thelf lharc, "Compar~d 
with the mafs of maludnd, is gnfs and f*'fo•t 
'flattery J I might fay d~JWtWight falfoHii, bad { 

·11ot fome concern for the tpifnt•l thflrllt1w. · 

W-e all know what lnllna• ,,., is, an4 
.. abat the ,,.a~ or fttitattlrJ, the di.fo.J~ry/tti 
or bJtiiUIIfUfC "'ef'J /I1IJ Hl, number, COtDpafei 

with the tllllltitutlt-of tlm~iiUIU, rtUrttnflry, and 
.,-tjjiu, men: iodecd .aoft.mca are fucb, H 

.(avoored by p.wer or •1J•rtJtnifJ; neither is 
there any way to make the-m ot-herwife, hut by 
.a!lowiag thdb as liltlt IMMr aod._•s fn.u •ll'r· 

.111'1fitin as potlible. Wherein doth the P'Pifo 
and pr•t!f/alll clergy differ bat io this, that the 
former, being allowed by law greater fcepe 
for lntJWf'J and tbi~t~try, do much more cwtlt . aD. 
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:tod plundw the people, while the latter, hav­
iog lift law on their fldes, are hMtjl, at , 
leaft harmlefi, in proportion to·the rellraints-·: 
upon them ; as indeect arc the bulk of man~ 
kind, which aU will allow who have much 
coooverfed among them. 

·This being the ·nature of mrn, aad (OA('e­
queotly of prit/ls, who ar~ at oo time b.t.tt,.,. 
bot are very often worji than 1tlm mnr, ha v1ng 
greater la:ltudt of doing wrong, hning th~ 
hoi, onlm , to command refpcft, and their f, .• 
trtd dlarailtr to co\"C:r much reproach J b.,,. 
ing alfo the awj11l name aod word of G,4 Al­
migbty to make ufe of for the advaDCCment ef­
vmld/j inttr!fls and• fllfijh 'IJitws; wit~ wh~t 
pretence of tandour or of htJ11tj/J can.any one. 
defcribe them to be men wholly tl114tfullint~tl · 
'IPith fecular 11/fairs, tmd mort lile/y to lu imptJ/itl' 
on tha11 other ptDple P Or how can it be"fug­
gelled, that thro' this t;,e~fs of grt~,·t and virt"•· 
their lcJal rights are in gc:eater danger of be­
ing loll, by the limitations of foits at law de .. 
fig ned in the bl11 d~pending, thaft thofe righ.ts 
belonging to the rea of mankind· are, nnder.­
the fame reftrlfiions. 

This rtvtrttrd prelate imagines, 

lllcumbents of'1ivings negle~Ung 

K. 3_ 

that many.· 
their own 

iaterellls 
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iotere!ls thou,ght that they did no ~rqog_ a.~ tbto; 
lurmifed th.at their fucceff<;>rs would' have an cafy 
P,ethod t~ recover their rights. on 'the g't11 ral 
'"''' of cocnmon law? never fufpe8i~~ that the 
kgifotivt p.wer wo~d at any time quel\ion the!· 
~qulty and jujliu of th~! rule, wbich he Cay.s, 
was ptm •! p~trJ itfelf, and was ·never once 
JlrQc.k at HJltc the Nj.,.,r~tiqn. 

· Mull then the folly and dotagt 6( a few ·ra­
pine tcdjiojlicks, who never imagined that we 
f11ould quel\ion what was 1g.ual and jujl, de­
bar us from rhe enquiry, and foredol'e the 
quefrion fir t'!Jtr; If a gtneral ru/1 is not built 
.on tguity Jtn'd h/l:"~e, it is agaiofi the gmeral 
inwljl, and •ught no longer to"' a general rule, 
·whoever hhve been mifiaken in their- fimpl! 
.'co'njedures, or whatever privati men may be 
damaged in ptrflnal intere!\s, Let it alfo be 
.conlidered, that cufiom and ufage, the mo~e 
.tJ1lcimt it is, the more liable it is to be (1rr11pt, 

_and therefore more fit to be IJtQI1lined. The 
_reformation, however happily obtained, or be­
.neficial to us, left many errors and enor~nities 
. unreformed : Be fides, new crimes and coru p­
tions naturally arife in the courfe of time, 
whidi may make ref6rmatioo as neq:ffary now 
as it was 'twqbundred.,vesrs ago. And which 
. ~ocruitions,. ii thef contin.uc or f,Pread. will 

one 
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i on~ day make it juft the fame thing _as if o<J'o 
1 reformacion had ever been at all. - -· 

'--·-

Thofe who reAefi on the rife and progrefS·· 
of the rifwmatio,, muft know, that the paffions 
of Harry tht eighth had a much· greater fuare · 
in that work than the interetls of the people;. 
and howe~er the latter demanded it, ytt it 
was done to gratify the former. No wonder 
then that a prince, whofe principal view was 
to cfiablrtl~ himfelf in the place and power of · 
the p~pt, lhould fu.ffcr fo many grievous parts -
of popery to (ontinue. .And tho' a doe regard. · 
to the gentral iatetdlwould have induced our 
lhft rifPrmm to abolHh tyth1s, yet the political : 
fiews of the prince pretenteci it. Ht: meant . 
to make the clergy as nfefal imd fubfcrvient to · 
Mmfilfat tPley had been to tht R1fha11 p•ntiffs. 
Be fides, be had many fioracltJus· /tffJm-itts to 
gratify; and inftead of remitting thefe t:fthts, 
or this duimation ta~, to thofe -on whofelands 
h was ~aifed~ which indeed was the juft and· 
tqua/ Rleafure that ought to ha1e been par­
fued, he ~ill left the tythes fublHllng ; fome 
whereof were given to laickf, other~ to pritjls~ 
iDI'tgt.<, chapftrs, dta11ari11, and Z,ijhqpritls, . . 
whilft thofe which were given to l11ymm, have · 
&ce been made liable. to become mltfiPjlical 
,.~atats., notwhhfiaoding the . ftatute. of,· 

(! ..+-, Mortmain; , 
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Mortmat'n; which is effectually taken away, as 
a torporaticn is efiablithed with perpetual fuc­
ceffioo -and a revenqe which will in time buy 
lip all the impropriations in the kingdom, in 
which cafe we iball be very little the better for 
the reforfllll.tion. 

The rt'Uirtfld trtlalt hath, by the mo!l la­
boured account he could poffibly devlfe, en-: 
deavourcd- to lhew how the right '.[ tytht may 
be univerfally loll: to the clergy by the opera­
tion of the _law propofed. He-imagines that 
~ome are fopint and ind~ltnt, others &logg'd and. 
rtjlrained, as alfo, that many ar~ hyoJ!id by theit 
family relationfuips, dependencies and friend­
lhips; which, ~fit were all true. would be far 
from proving the point he advances; for very 
few men enjoy a living forty years together, 
the indolttrt give place to the ll!liw, the difin· 
ttr!/Jtd to the atJuitious, a whole generation is 
changed, and the face of the world altered ill 
thirty ytars or lefs. So that things are like­
wife varied, and the right- of tytbe willljten '" 
ojftrttd, very ftldom ntgltOtd, -a.nd probably . 
nttJtr lojl through any operatiou of the bill 
depc:ndiog. 

But fuppofing what he furmifes was realJy 
true.; fuppo.fing that there would be in confe­

quenco 



· tRid O~THooqxY jhidm.. 2~5; 

quence of fu~h a law, a gradual dif!linuti,, of 
~.bt mainttna"'' of th~ cltrgy in nJtry g;n~r(ltio~, . 
if thus they be deprived of claiming tythe oF 
·ummon right, as in truth they cannot ground; 
their claim upon.com.moo righr,-whateve.r. thd1 
may do by fit1io1J. if law: ·Why, what tbeni- · 
How WO!Jld lhis affeC\: fociety, but by Ielfen .. 
iog the numbert and reduc.ing the power of: 
the clergy, very much to. the advantage of a. 
people who ddire to improve their. freedom 
and happinefs 1 It would draw great numbers 
of lazy, idle, unprofitable men into the-ways (If 
indullry, and make them ufeful to their na.. , 
ti-ve country. It would eafe the landed-in- . 
terell: of a grievous and oppreffive burden. 
It would make tho{e clergymen, · who 1hould 1 

adminifier. tbe: go{ pel, .more faithful to the 
charge, and dpetrdmt on thofe frQill whom. 
tlleyought not. to havefiptJratt intuel-ls, 

Yet, if the clergy muCl be maintained in a · 
lbte of ,·,d,pendmcy ·and dom 'nat ian, if they are 
to have efiablllhed revenues for their main:- . 
tcnance, why mull: thefe be. exa8cd in tytht,. 
the moll: grievous. of all; impalitions ? · W hf · 
mull: they . take from the- poor indull:rioos- ' 
far.mer, who hath . but one . hundred 'peunds 
~~r annum (the oe.u p~oduce of his land) to 
liwc .. Oil i why muft they antJua/1] .take .. fiJI · 

:(.. $ ~ /lf11R4 • 
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p'u114's of the money, which, in a few ycaf's, if 
tbe nfe of it W'll!l allowed him, would provide 
for a chiUt aad thereby gi•e a uji{~tl ~ u. 
the commonwealth ? Tbis is th• more imo­
terable grievaoct, confiderirrg that .font iiM1, 
who ttJIIt aod whi111 fur the maitttenance c# 
their· c:letgy, do at the falM thb• polfefs- ;,_ 
IIH",ifi ,.wenuts, mor-e tbae follicient fOr tbe· 
.pojlks focu.!f,-s, ai'Ki moth more than t/11*1 
t~pDj/lt, or indeed o/J if thtm pttt tctrtllet, w6uN' 
ever have prctcaded to: Let them fhew ex­
amples of care for the clergy, not in tbordJ, but 
ro· real oils of 5harity. Let them propofe the 
augmentation of p,;r li'Di,.gs, by the divifton of 
u~rbitant church tnd.Wmmts • . Let tl\em quit 
their anti-ch, iflian car11 in toammJam, and· 
Jive with but half the ha111iuty and· rtHdd/y of 
the holy opojllts, they need not to11 the illtiuf­
tri;us landed mtn, on acwunt- of cilrgy IJJII;,. 
tMQ11(t, 

: · S~ppQfe a· bijhopri.:k of soool.. ,,,. ·~~"""~ 
(.apd .fucb there are in this kingdom) tbonld b~ 
redu.-ed to soo, how many parHhes wonld th~; 
refidue,. daly difiributed; honour_ably endo~ ?' 
Throw alfo into HoTCHl'OTCH, dtanariu, 
PJapter fands, prebmds, and jin1 Cllrts-; What a · 
fond would this raife for · the curt '.t fouls, 
.without one ft~rthing raifed in tyt;.,, only ji1111 . 
· thoufand · per arm om llllilt1J ;, fpiritllt~l btKIIrJ ? 

h. 
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It Jpay be faid, how cou14 ilifo4ps lu this cafo · 
(ttppo~t the.. e-.peoc:e- of. foUowme ""!lrls, and ·' 
~iog -u,. ~oa year. tG·'L,_I :Bet mq ,. 
j.C•n9l ·~ tfktd., WhtJI· 1/Jq hllW. ti . d. tlurtl 
Doea ~o.H1& .GIMJI call-them· tlrithtr l Be· 
Jid~t, if tfifof#al ':ffim were not w.,rJb 11110r• ,. 
than ~oo 1 . .. pW. .,.,..,,we lboold f~ldroaa fe•" 
bHhops flaws tnd t1ols, the.drudtli·Of govcre­
ment, or •ttendants on great men. 

Some ·p~tlat~s ~1 thlak it vefi bard, thac • 
they lhould c;oAcribuce to tbe.maintcoance o£ ~ · 

their inftrior clergy. wlro, perhaps, are not be- · 
iow them in any kind of merit ; yet. this wUl : 
be much ' more reafonable than fome thioga~· 
which have been talked of as praflifed, even-: 
ji11ce the rljormatim. P.trticularly, fuppofe if·' 
ever happened that a gt~vtr11ing prtltlll was · 
f1'11'1trtd upo11 hi}hvpriclt which he .bad re- · 
commended to, and received ji1111niara/ ptnjions· < 

from thofe whom· he h~d raifed to ·th~ mitrt, 
by way of acknowledgment for their promo-­
motion; I believe th~t fuch- u11godl]jlipmas" 
would better have been 'employed to -fupport.' 
#Inure if fouls thau to gratify fuch. prelatitar;· 
•uarltt • . 

Howc:Yer, if DetMag· but IJdll 'will pleafi::: 
tla:cJ.craJ for &IM\r maiutcDaDCe,. 1 am · furew 

~ ..,, 
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t.hat .. i~ ought. to. be confidered, whether. we 
and ~ur · potlerity are to be •lwaJ·s at flrifi wit~ 
ihife mejftng~rs of p~t~ct, and, whether it is not 

~or thy the care Of a Britijb · parliament to lay 
fome rtjlrai11t oo f,;ts for t]lht, u well u oa 
a!liom ariling from tifJil tfllltralls, whether they 
ref pea lands or money, real or perfonal elbtet', 
a~l . which arc already under' the jiritltjllimi .. 
tlftifllllo 

It bath not been from ~ny ".ifibu difad.an­
~ge which the clergy lay under to lntJW and 
profit and oJ!irt their rights, that the law1 if 
Eng/anti );lave left their fuits without limitation 
or refuaint. No men more diligently fiudy, 
or more yigoroufiy. affert their prtttlltitd rights 
than the clergy have always done. But it 
bath been owing to the inttr!fls which thtJ (11/­
ti'lJattti in tht cflurts of princes, the vilt tiruigtrj 
formerly done for men in power, and the in­
jluenct which they thereby g4ined upon them, 
that the clergy have been favoured in a man-· 
ner which ought not to be approved, and thilt 
they have not hitherto been placed ., tbt ja1111 

f1Vt with th1 lllity. 

The rt'llwniti prtlatt'a objeltion.: to the pre-: 
~bk of tl)e b.ilJ, for· that the jlaJ(IItiJj. Etlw. 
the b.\th, on w.h.i.ch it is ;, par~ foe\l~d, dodl 

not 
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~f t~ly" ~eate a prefcription of f•rty 1!11~i as· 
a litrii~ed t1me'to fue'for tytile in:· I fay, tbis­
objetl:ion amounts to not'hing at all"; for. it is 
ittrwal triiih and good fmfo on which we woufd 
found thjj bitl, as irideed all laws can have 
DO othei .g'o6d' fotindation: . An1f in cafe thar 
the 't~ndmt' Jl•t'ult created no pre(cription~ yet 
the rlafonablmtft of foch a · pr.Cfc'ription will 
be the fame as if it hild been created a th•Ji.;. 
fond years ago. 

Aod allowing the meaning of the retrofped· 
in that tbiute of forty years pitft, allowing it 
ro be as he would have it underftood, 'ihat ;, 
1h1 i".{anc1 of tht reformation many of tht ptop/4 
fDirl umiJing to pay tythl to the proteftant 
Jtro, anti did notlle!ii'V.e thty had 11n1 title tD it,. 
611 whi(b oce~llnt·tbis 1111d liM tills Wtrl 111/JM t4 
nt4lJ tfllu • 

. Let us confider tbi• matter freelY : · Docs-it 
not thew the g1od finft of mar aocefiorl; and 

. that as they were promifed a riformati., if r~ 
ligi1n, they juftly looked for it in a tklivtranct 
from rtligi•ui bur dins ? Elfe, in whar were we 
the better for any reformation at all ? The 
cler8Y might have fiiU gdne on with thG~fiznds. 
.j P•ttr.·no/f.,.s," and with tm tb,.fontisof Avi.· 
Alm-1s: Tlley Jnisht have burnt fiHIJt eantllti,. 

and 
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aad ba..-e worfhipped ormflcrlltui wajirj. TlicfC · · 
4id nQ.body aoy great harm; but it ·was the 
u(lOiptt of·=•ty from the, people, withjpiri­
t,uol unflt:tJr and temporal cctrclon, which this . 
bi!hop is fo .foed of, that were the very dfrne~ · 
of ftcpi/h tyrar.n, •. and ·ifthefe were mu to be.: 
ooetinoed, the rifo,.mation.wae all n.~.;lery, and ... 
dle prote;1 ant religion • tltrJ lillie wor,b. So thai': 
the; hi/hlp hath · done no great honour to the · 
church of England by explaining the m1tming of' 
thofe laws. . · · · 

. He then teH!t . as· how rtl:gi(JtJf the P"Ple' , 
were it1 payi11g tytht t~ tht [111/ before the rifor­
fHtllim. This· was owio g to their ;gnort1nc1·and:; 

.fopw}Jilit111 ;· but ~· him(elf allows a very dlf- . 
jtr111t tura-when their IJI,S WH'I. •p1,ned, Which •. 
»the mitfor.tuoe be complains of; an¢. tho•, 
the point he drives at is, that amtdfi t~ blef- . 
fi11gs of, light and i1iti'Witdge, we lhould be the. · 
fame religious dupes· and'bigots ·u w.e-were · 
in our. fiatc of.dtwkmfi, and.uodcr ,kiritu~J.., . 
H.dagt... 

· 01:1e gdeTMlce to thii prtl4tt' is, that rh•- ~ 

fWI~rs plead~(,nftu~JCt for not ·:pa)'i11g fJtb,s., 
wbich; l think, they have much , betrer· gro11n<i· ~ 
tG do tbao the. ckrg1 han to plead difJmt Tight· 
tu.eufiiat .. tbcm:: . .A~, it.foemubat-·. R#1-. 

laan.N 
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llltln utl»licls think tbcm better apply'4 to-­
Mifo pajlm than to Jret!f/a71t illtUiflhmis ~­
which furely is but rcafonable, Iince the fi'}lut 
their jpiritUIJiguitks, and the laft are men, whoa., 
they have nothing k> do with, as alfo· men who· 

· dq nothing for. them. Now. if thislijh6p will 
ftle\v, why pDpjh laym_tn ought to p~y tyt~e t4J 
prDtefiant pr:itjls, I will fhcw him by the fame 
clcmonfiratioo;. that the prdyJant ·laity ought · 
to pay tytbe to the P"Piffi clergy, aad that th~.· 
high prid/ of the J••s may as well claim tpbt . · 
&om all th~o ptfl/lt Df the gentiles. 

But thdi.fop's majl,--:flrslt i& .lUll to come. 
He f~Js, " That tht people are mt ea6Jy hrDUght 1 

" tD feel the force if that.·unanfwerable argu .. 
" mmt fir the tlwgy's right tD tytht, that th., ._ 
'~ (the people) Dr their a11ff/lors, furchilfitl tiD.· 

'' mDre than nine parts.'' In- which the rlflt- . 
r~oJ prelJJte is · molt amaaiogly acute; though· 
he ought to have coolidered, that with the .. 
11iRt partr, . which were the original p~rchafe,. 

abe cart tf a I tilth came to our hands to till and:· 
111111111rt, to fow and to rtap,. for the folt uft 111111 . 
HIUjit '.{the thrgy, without any .aQ:cqqate con.-. 
lideration received; aad thus the clergy have· 
aot only the nu1t prlliuu, bat the fweat Df Dur 
lr1ws gratis i not only the ~~~p, ·but alfo the 
lnl. aA<i txit""' of. ~rothtciDg, the Clop.. So~ 

~ 
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that here is ao article which runs away widl 
f•t tf tht puts which WI really parchafld, 
•akiog ,,. lhare lefs than ,;,t, and the c/wo~s . 
pretended ttnth about a FIPTH part of the 
etlate.; for-the- expeoce of coltivatioo is always, . 
at lcaft; equal to the value of th land, aod. 
-very often more in value. · 

The bijhop therefore might in-deed obferve, 
with much propriety, that thtpt•plecatm.t eaft­
ly {ttl tht. fortt lj. his onenfwerable argumml, 
whilft the &ultllrt of the cltrgy's 11111h is fach a 
duid wtight on thtir DWn nine parts, which the · 
/Jifl»p himfelf allows that they or their anceftors . 
purchafed. I mightily love t!Hs bifh¥ for Ms 
unanfWtrablt argaments. 

Belides, if this is confid~red 'as an incum­
brance, taken along with the bargain ; tf it is . 
looked on as a cujl1mory ftrvi(t attending the · 

. tenure ·of- lands, and that they who take the · 
one,' do aHo confent to tht other : Yet if this 
be the cafe, what a bletred condition are the 
pt~lt of.EIJfland iD, that the clergy who bear. 
no proportion in· a umber to the poor iodu.Ori­
ous laity, that thefe. worthy difciples of the 
meek, the humbJe, an~ the futiC:riog l\1c.B"tab,. 
that th4y have no lefs than a FIFTH PAR.T o( 

all the lan(Js of En~..Jand,. which tbcJ mode:ft~ 
calt; 
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call by the name of iytht;. and e:xpea .f'houl<t 
be allowed them to hold abd polfefs, .. even 
'Miii!JD11t t/11jlijl /imitahntS jnJ rif/riaioill~ Whldt . 
all other lands whateVer are fubjea to by law; 
thereby making their fifth part devour thefrMit · 
and prlliuu of our four parts, through th~ 

plague and expeace of rutrlajli11g law-fuirs, 
which are, for want of limitation, entailed 
UpOn us and our innocent children l 

If the rlfltrtnd prtllltt's argument be allowed, 
that the clergy's right if tytht is no grievance 
to the people, bccaufe that they or their an:­
~efiors, as ht fays, paid for no mort tba11 nino 
piirts: Why then the la11d-tax is no burthe~ 
on the _people, for fince that tax hath been aQ, 
tmn11al rmt·cbargt, there have been no por­
·chafes made wherein it hath not been allo~ed· 
for. And thus thofe perfons who bought 
their laads under this con.fideration, have no 
right or pretence e~er to be difcharged from· 
ic. Iofomucb that if it fhould continue till alt 
our lands have changed their owne.rs, in the 
way of bargain aoc:\ fale, why &hen the LAND• 

TAX mull become, by this · hijht~p's .. R uu o~: 
RIGHT t Qlf I'Citr[ajling ln(llmbr.lllltl till AJ. L tht 
lands ifEngland, and ntvtr ought to.b.t talm off 
IT rt/taftd b) tbt/tgijlatitJt p~tr; Which .how­
eYer i~ be a dot\rioc ef IIJIIOI weight · wlth thQ. 

r lfltr Ifill: 
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rlfJtrllld prtlatt's unanfwerable argtnnl11', yet 
aotwithfiaading . this, fhould any man ad· 
'\'Aooe. it among us~ I leave it to the peGple to 
coafider how fuch a man ought to be treated. 

1n p1pijh countries. where the rig/,ts of tht 
~f.er.gy, as they arc called; are a llillgreattr rent-· 
charge on the people, tl;lere. is fiill th~ fame · 
unanfwerahle argument fdr their allowance. 
And thus whatever inc.umbrance or burtheo, 
however grievous, unjuftt or· oppre.ffive, ob­
~ains upon' the lands of the people, whether· 
by ~tfurpati~n or by tonfint, induced either 
~rough the nec;eJlities of times, cr the frau· 
dulent arts .o( deceivers, fuch iD?pofttions, l);y.· 
this rule, are never to be remoYcd; bccaufc,, 
fu a courfc of time i~ will ·be objeCted to ·the 

. people, that they or their ancellors paid f'o, ,. . 
mort than thl unincumbrcd paru qf tluif lands. 
Uence in all the parts of Europl where fupt,.. 
jJitiM ;revails, property is become wholly m­
tra.J!td· by a frw co'llttmptillh· mfcrea1tts, and the 

grt«t~ part of the people ttJtm out of thtir 
Yfattr; nay excluded' from ever retrieving them,. 

by a fucuffht of tccltftq/Hcal caterpillars, who 
i.~pioufiy call themfelves, fumjfors to tb1 · 

Dpojllcs. . This too will one day be ~~~r: ~wn 

ci{t~.i.f ~e. allow· Q{ fuch .[piritwi ufurp~tirms,. 
aQ., 
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and of fuch unanfwerai;k t~rguments Cor their 
ptrpttlllll eftablifhment. · 

One great pretence· of this bill is, he obfe"es,. 
ltjs if roitknrt to prove exemptions. Now, 
he fays, that fami/iu are generally fuppofed to 
be very careful to preferve fucb evidences~ 

which is not true, neither is it poffible that 
they fhoul4 be preferved, fOnlidering the in· 
ftnitt accidmfi which have happened lioce the 
the rtfQrmation, How much ellidence did the 
devaflatioos of the &ifJi/ war, the .ftrt of LmdQn, 
aod othtr pu!Jiit cll!.'.rititS deprive us oft How 
ikfcitnt are the rttori1 .In the public offices ?· 
Even twpwotims, where the care of eftatea Is 
urried on in ptrpeU~•I fomffi•n, have loft many 
of their grantt J and what CRO priwlt falllilill 
be fuppofed to fave, witft aU abeir care aad 
.sood management l Look into the tw1 •rri­
tJtrjitin themfelves. In Oxford, the lady Alllf'-. 
ttJrtt's pr'f!ffir If dit~irrity is paid his jlipmtl 
out of the Ji11g's titJil l!fl, though it be no 
''1'11 inftitution. Grants of lands, and 6Cil 

lands themfe!Yes, are loft in the courfe of 
time·: And thus the foundations of pritJatt 
perfons, ltlluru, priftlfir;/hips, &c. which had 
no relation to the crown, throw themfelve• at 
Jan on the royal bounty for their fupport, 
when their evidences are lofl, and time hath · 
4eftroyed their b.eft titles. 

How. 
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How many ellatcs of mighty value. ba'e no, 
·other title in the world to produce, than an._ 
citnt and guitt potfeffion ? How many church-. 
lllnds are at this day in wealthy fami.lles, whp 
have h~ld them ever Iince the time of Harr1 
the lightb, yet cannot find an inch if p~~rchmtnt: 
in the world to prove a grant from the crown, 
n~twhbfianding that the clllldit/. iii/hlp wUt 
allow the Jahy DQ confidetation for their ufi. 
'.[ t'flidlnct r · · 

" The lli/Jop allows,.a freedooi from law· fait'-
ud the enjoyment of peac~, to be very gr~t 
bleffings ; but it fecms· that the l.il] are fuch 
111ih, wrttchts, . that :they will not fuff~ tbe 
pow cltr11 to enjoy· them, without giYing up 
the fubfifienco of tbemfelvcs..and their families. 
This he proves by fuch wwthy witntjfis as the 
pr•Ditio,ltS in the mwt if IXCIItfUir r wbo it 
feems, on a nice calculation, have· found that 
~be fuits where profecuton for l]tln ha'fe ftliW, 
bear oo kiod of proponion t• thorc iofi•~s 
where they have pr.lfJai/id. Now if this ~u 
ever afferted by thofepractioners, w.hich I very 
much doubt, it is manife.CUy calculated only 
for priflatt 111ds; and is in truth an artj111 
foart, to draw lhe clergy into that court, and 
make them .r1111 mad with the fhougbts of; .. 
mafing tbe.ir tytht. Nor is. it to .b~ wonderc,d .., 
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·:rt, that thefe ingtnious protlitinurs can Come­
times make uft ofthtir immtti8.n for the good 
ef their calling, ~hen their hiritiUll climts Co 
frequently give them fuch laudahk and right 
r~'lJlrtnd examples. 

Thus it feems that all the hroils, and hrtaeht~ 
of partchial.ptott, arc the fruits, of IIIJ·PirfJtrji­
'ufi ; fo far are ihc'-tkrgy, in the hijhop's o&­
c•unt' &om beirJg )nfily chargeable with mul­
titudes of p1'tijt&lltiD111, or with thofe wliith 'have 
been aeetned Cither jri'liiUIIS or fltkotious; 1 
'fuppofe that be meaDS that his .oracks, the~ 
hony'l prol1ition~r J , never deemed that to bo 
ftifloUUI or 'Untotioll!, Which they found 'UIT1 
·tr6Jittdlt to themfelves : And I dare aofwer for 
lluir ·ca11d1Ur ih ·every cafe of this nature. 

However that be, l mttft 'ftill 'takC·lene ·tO 

IDalte ufe of "'1 rmm obfervatioo, and I •pped 
1o 1be experience of all who are "fi illtt'f"!/hll 
1b ecddi1rftkal'ftlitt than tht )~ or the.,~/, 
.,..aitintn t>f the, ~•urt if txchtiJUtr, whether 
"'"1 gmt/nnan of t'be long r~ht bath not feen 
11111Mwltji profecutions brought by the tlergy, 
·where they j/Jt~~~~tfoU, ,Ufta"itd: And I ~yfeJf 
'haTe made one 'remark oa many of their ,,.._ 
jlla•s whom I have ~own, thlt they often bc­
uepe btlpltfs tbreagh the IMxury, but mucb 
more often tlaro' the J.w-frMII of their fathers; 

whitb 
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which gives the cbrmh Dj England no great 
credit frem h1r Dff-Jp•ing, as the wifdom of 
llfPdt:ra zealots hath mightily affitled to call 
them. 

Doth not every one remember Dotlw BEN­

NIT, late of Cripplegate, Lmdm? In how great 
efieem was this trthadox divine ~mong his re· 
".uerend brethren? And what was he ever re­
markable for but fuits for t;·tbu and_ tndltji 
jlrift, with a parifh where his yearly income 
was many hurrdrtd pound1, which he wanted 
,to augment only to t~o or thru tho11jands ? .If 
he had fucceeded, what would have been the 
confcquence ~ Why, the l!viog_would have.~f­
terwards been tacked to fome !tan bifhDPTitk; and 
held in commendam by fome la~y, luxurio111 pre.:. 
lott, t'o the equal bentftt if the parljh, the """. 
ttiti~ of .. the :cb.rcb if-England, .and the ghr1. 
-of the cf;rijJian religifn •. At. he· did not foe:-

. ~d, -.be b~amlf a btggor ~ lhe midi!: of pil!ltn 
.aQd ~is-pvor 'RI(i w, like· too many other. fpiri­
. ltUI.Iriwag~r.s, )ives on the Q/ms and hljpit.UIJ 
·.of her friends and telations. 

· • This pra8ice ofholdmg livings in e~mmt11tlm., 
which tbofe wbo hold can nevet" take care of. and 
.{Qmetimes never fet their ey~' oo, hath givea fo 
IIIIlCh juft offence, and been fo highly refented, that 
the Hov ; B oF CoMM.oNs have provided fpccial 
daafes in all the atl& to mdow the "'"" t;h•rthtt 
aprefiy caatling, that n<>Df oJ thqfe charc:he; 
. tJuill ~ver be held in cotllflll nikl111. . , 

S I ~ate 
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1 have thus ellamined the whole argument 

4\gaiofl: the bill ; an_ argument grtatl] /abtJIUNe 
.not a little artful. very foila<ious in its moO: 
plaufible appearances, and grounded on noto­
'rioulja!Jhoods, wh.ere its fouodatious are boafte4 
.~o. be ill)pr7~nable. . 

· · T~e ·tltl'fJ have fo long fc:ulked behind the 
1tJW, that it is rime they . fhould now come to 
the fair tifl •f 'mifo, .; 'They haYe often told . 
eil, that. tMJ clailh thoir right Jrom law, and 
.Uat.,.ib gi'lleidt:to' them; le't tbem now 
~\t' .,._1tb· ~~that ,.,J11 Ud jilj/ite the Jaw tboulcl 
@i'fe 1t W): tllum~ -d.: ·oUit ttre!J~g;_jJar.,-# that g«w 
*'Y· pe~bly WI iJ •W..,. · 

. ' ~· . 
I a~. not fojtm~ld•1 as to think that the fo~­

teji of this bill will be equal to tln; jii}Jit1 of it· J 

efpecially at this juullure, when, to ufe the 
6ijhap's words, the inttr!fl of fomt, and tht i"Jiu­
tnu of Gthers, are fo well underfiood: But 
lhere may be a feafon, when thofe perfons lhall 
be laid low who are now mofi concerped io 
this aifair ; a feafoo, perhaps, better foited to. 
fuch a delign ; nor lhall it be fai~, that the 
fpirit of thofe gentlemen who brought in this 
bitt died with them, if I am ali'Vt at that time, 
and fliiJ WflJS t~bll to revive or to promote it. -

What 
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What I now haveol'Fered is very little meut 
to determine the fate of the bill ; we know, l 
fiar, where that hatb been Axed already; but 
what !'have here undertaken, was for the glory 
of truth, and for the deteCtion of fraud. And 
fo long as tbc ooe is undcrftood, ·or the other 
feen through, tl»ji fltllinnl1s who formed this 
bill, will Jhare thofo h~~~M~Ts, W'bich ocitba- the 
,,w,r if e~JWII, aor tbe devices of ,,u,;,J 
inilju_iiJ, cao e.er take frcJm their cbara&rs 1a 
life, or from· their memoria in the miads · ii 
pofterity. This bill, whatcftr hs faro W be, 
will ever be looked oa u dloir iU'!flri•s lit~ 
not to thofe hirtlint jttw1, wh.o prifotll/1 ui 
themfelves the thTWcb, but to · that 'Which Ia 
mach more worthy of tender regard, .,. oer 
llttWtjl tMml'f • . 
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T 0 THI 

Rev. SAMUEL CfJANDLEa, o: 0. 

N,.;,;~. &pt. S4f 17~ H AVING hear4 yOU publicly afl'ert 
' fome time aso, H That c'he doarjae 

· Gf tJIIIlibi/.tiM, or, that tbe- tOuJt of 
wicked men lhall be totaBy dcftroyed lD the 
fatuJe ftate,~• is utterly ioconfifteot with tha 
chri.ftiall fcbeme 1 aod ·as· you· dld not at thar 
time produce any argument of reafba, or 
authority of Scripture, to pi'Oft what you hacl 
ldFerted ; it raifed ia me a curiofity to kDow 1Jf · 
what proof you are able 'rctfappon you d"er-' 
ti_on ; in _h~pe of receiving fucb fatilfaffioo, 11 

may be expe&ed · from a ·geottea.all ot your 
known abilities, aDd ftudy of the chrlftiaa 
t:eYeJa~D. 

IIIII 

' 
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I am"more ready to gratify my own curioflty 
in making you this ·p.Wlic requetl. a$ I am. 
perfuaded, that there is nothing more cond!l­
c.i•c to. th~ difcO\'CI'y of -tflfth1 than if th* 
who tludted the fame fubje8, yet are of con­
trary opinions, enter into a mutual difquifition 

· of each. others arguments, and, with ~ ami· 
cable- fpirit of free inquiry, examine the 
ftrength ·of what may· be alledged on both 
fide$. 

That I am of an opinion·direCt~J:9PJ19fite 
t.o yours, you need not to be informed : · Nor 
4o I fee the leaL\ reafon to avoid. ~it~ a pub· 
lie· declaration, .or· defence, of my opinion. 
For, as: loQ~ as I remain fully convio~~~ as I 
am. ~~ prcfent, that that doCtrine, which you 
afkrf:ed1 more than once, to be abfol~tdy in­
cooo6llcnt with the chri.lliap fcheme, is th~ 
fJH'y . .J1&1Ti,n1 p{cbrifUtlftily ·; it will not alfetl 

·IDe i~ tbo~l~ll, .whether the opi.nion.whicb I 
maiot~,:b,e thought old, or new,· c:qmJD001 

Qr 1ifil.auJ.4l:, ,popuJaa;,. or .unpopular; . 
; ': .. ~ . ; : :' . •.. . ;~ . . . .. . .' . 

· 'l. 't~ ~JJlCI) .. who ~pply their mi~ds ~o _the 
(ludy of feligion and t~e Holy Scriptures, 
lhould be of' different and even contrary opi­
nions, is certainly oo new thing in the chiifiiao 
world. But that fuc:~ ftlould confpire, lly a 

joint 
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joint examihati~ and friendly <anrroverfy., to . 
iovefiigat~ trn.th for themfelves and others~ io 
a f11bjefl concerning which th~y totally ditfer ; 
is (I am forry to fay) fomething new and un· 
commotl. But as .the author oflhe epillle to 
the Hf6rtws exhorts them T'a.p,.IJIIJfllu '"' ono. 
ther (as our trantlators have rend~red it) to IO'Ut 
nntl gfJfJd wo,ks'; fo I do not doubt, but you, 
as well as e'fery other reader of this pamphlet~ 
will approve my . condua, in inviting and 
urging you in this public manner, to a friend­
ly difcuffion of fo important a fubjelt as this 
~efore u1. 

The importance- of it will; I apprehend, be 
readily allowed; efpecially, by thofe who have 
a real concern for the credit of the chrifiian 
religion: At Jean, it appears of fo. much 
coofequence to me, that if it lhould be proved~ 
thlt the tinll puoilhment threatened to wicked 
men in the new tefiament, is not a total de­
ftrocHon, )?ut an endlefs prefervatioa in a 
ltate of mifcry and torment; this would, in 
my opinion, fix a greater odium upon chtilli­
anity, and raife a fironger objeClion to it, than 
all its adverfaries have yet been able to pro­
duce: And, I will venture 'to affert, that there 
are many per{ons in this n·ation, of no incon­
fiderable uoderfiaoding, who would be firong-

L f · ··Iy 
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Jr difpoftd to rejea tbe De-N teftaiDefll ai a 
~iite ·reYelatlOU, if tbey Wert ~viflCed that 
it conlalni ftttlt a do&tiil~. 
. . 

· For, tbal ~J doariae fboold be true. and 
!lave .the real flamp·of divine aotbotity, whi'b 
afcribes to tbe· fuprcme governor of tho uai· 
nrfct a coaclall anw,;wtby of any princ.e,. ot 
8QYctr.oor oa eartb1 aa4. tepugaant to -ov ~ft 
cwaceptiGilQS of the. meaftlrcs 1IDd ends of gooct 
government; ~BDoteafiJy be admitted by per• 
fe~s of a theughtfol aod iDCeauous miad. To 
overcome the antipathy of a good heart; and tht 
remonftrance of a reafoning mind agaiofl it. 
·wm. require a~ im1801lfe weight ef ·external 
evidence. 

~ A limitation of puniffiments Is dfentwl· to 
all eooii government : To exreod them be­
yond I he limit• of reafon, or of law, which • 
tlle public reafon, .is 004: c.harallcrillic of 
tyranny. Where punHhmeots are exteued• 
or increafed fo far as the public fafety anti 
\velfare require, ao'd no further ; i. '· where 
they are always limited and direfled by a view 
to the happioefs of tho whole • there is good 
eovernment : But where they are incteafed, 
either in degree, or duration, beyond what is 
requilite to .lhat end; therds tyranny: Wher~ 
they are ulillmltcd, or infinite ; there is tbc 

artateft 
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: lf4;lltCI\. ~raQDJt: . :Fo~ t~ PJlDi~ a c~unil}al in 
ao cxcefave degree, aud·bejo¢. wb.at . tJ.\e eoch. 
« good goveroment require •• is as real in­
jtdlic~ and cruelty, at to ioflUl a tefi'er .degree. 
of purufhmeot upon an_ innocent p:rlon. For 
in both cafes, it is eqaaJJy inlliCling mifery • . 
.UO£ to anfwer any nece!fary; or ufeful end, but. 
f~ the mere fake- ofhtcroafmg mifery ' which . 
ts the w•r:/1 end that c:an be conceireci. 

There neither i's, nor Cl\D be, any· other 
4itference, between the bell and the worft go­
verosmnt poffiblt; than that the former is ad­
minittr.ed with a vie" to produce and maintain 
the g1't:&teft vlrtoe and ha.ppinefa, and to pre· 
vent, or c:xtinguUh, u much as poflibfe, wic· 
ledo~fsaad mlfcry; and tbt latter with a view 
to proldng and enereafewlekedoele •nd mtfery. 
Mow, whether the lfl4kjs prefenatioo. of 
•icked fpirits, im .order to ioftia upon them 
i.,iAullileries, be 110re cooft&eat with the. 
f""''"• or the lt~tttf' kiod.o£gommneot lis not · 
§cult to be deter10ined. TlteirwitkedDtsftr, 
Ql' their mifery. m~y he • ·reafo~t in t.he •W. 
of a gQQd gOYeraor, for deAroyi•g 'h•ia: But 
the CQntrafy, u;s. prek.rviag them b over ... 
e ft.lte of wickedocfJ and mi~ry., appears mor' 
c:ouducive to tbe eoda of tbe .W.tjl govun­
DWQt, tbao of the Ill:, 'I. 

To 
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To alledge that human ignorance is ·10 
great, and our ideas of what is fitteft and belt 
fo imperfeB-, that we cao form no judgment of 
what the ends of divine government may re­
quite; and that therefore, for ooght we know. 
inftnitt pnnilhmerit, and the mdlifs ,exitlence of 
fome beings in the grtattjl mifery, may be 
ltlllde · fubfervient, by the incomprehenfible 
wifdom of. providtnce, to the greateft virtue 
and happinefs of the uoiverfe ;-is only argu­
ing from afuppoftd fMJfiDi(ity againft the greateft. 
pr,babilitJ ; and endeavouring, under color of 
burna~ igl)orance, to fcreen a doCltine appa~ 
rently moft injurious to the character of the 
Supreme Being •.. , · · 

- In human $overnments, e~treme an~ lioger-: 
bag punilhment' are a certain mark of barba· 
thy, and a criterion by which to diRioguHh a 
t,pant from t jttjl and gwd P'-bm. In the bell 
CbnfUtoted go\'ernment$, punifbmelits are the 
hlildtll, in the. worft, the fevereft. Fot a· 
t»erf'ec!\ tjraMJ, is fupported folely by ftar; 
but a juft ~tnd legalgoterntnent, by better-prln-· 
dples abd afFeiHoni• And whether, the bt}l, 
or the tt>'Jt'jl go'lernments on earth; are moft· 
Ji-lt the tJ,'tJitJi; whether thegreatetl IJrrmls, or· 
the m()ft beneficent and ·1nmij"u/ tr<iwCtS, DM)ft 

rtftmblt 

. j 
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rifem!Jit the perfea· gwmior of tht-uni'fJtrft ; no 
one will ~lhate in. dtclding.' · · · ' 
. . •"' . . ~ ~ · ~ . : ~ ' 
· But\· inaeed, · in all htiman goven1ment~. 
eft'n the worft,-ittith (whiCh is -.nnihilatiDn hi 
mpea 'to liam'ao fodety) is:the ultlmate p~ 
nilhm~ : ~od . all t'hat is • added, · by .thofc: 
jud~s wbp . .pr.oceed to the extremell r~gor is 

· a~ lllJ~rpta~jq~ ~or ~ lhort fpace of ~me,. o~ 
the bor~or~. and agonies pre.ceding, or attend­
iTig).he .exe~ution • . A.nd.it is hardly to be con~ . 
l~i~e(t'; tb#'arfy prince;· fh~ugh · abf61ute iri 
pow~r;· tjr~ntiitll'in: di(polition, ailcfboth in.: 
ju;ea abd· incenftd 'to the big heft degree, would 
B<>t~ 1in length of time, 'think jnfiice fatisfied; 
if riotlfeel1iis own refeotmeot fatlatcd, by the 
extremd atullidling · mlferie« of the criminal :· 

· An.d·.\be idea.of,anakiog-.the!fe mifedes everlafl­
ioglt wu !tkis in· his· power, woald be found 
\00. a.bboreiJ' eo reafon -and hiHllanity, ·to be 
.loag eatertained in a bamtln bteall. 
; . : ~. ' ...... . ;, '· 

,. 
"·flow ·;fbe~tt:cl!n we tMttk:of -imp1'ttittg ~ pr~ 
cedul1: exceeding the fcverity':of the greatell 
tty.nant' .aild . ..of .tbe .. worft . of .go'fef'omeatl 011 

~ateb• toith» &iflg. :who~"c JUle tiM ben J· 
#, hiliq •~rDitS· ·'!fY# · :•vw . . gJJ .his .. 'IVfrls'J 
'vhom we ought to lo~ .wieh . all a.r:··.htatts, 
aud .to ~ontean_pla~ with the greateft delight • 
.:-:: . ·, L S . .W 
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'JQCI ia whofe defigas and meafures we eught 
to place an entire confidence ? Why do- we 
tile ..bia m,ft •wtiful t . Why addrefs him u 
~H.a FA TBII. or M.ns;IN,.D ?-:-A fotMr, 
indeed, 11117 puniil a.wkbd altd ~obedient 
foa: i. uMaJ widut~aw his iaYouat fro• ~Haas 
may dHibberk ~ Dilly inJlft ftdpes; • GIMJ! 
feoildes upon hltrt ; ttay, a8i6g as ~tgff!raa. 
Ud jod"g~. litlf pbt l1tal .to ·dellth. ~Ut WhS.t 
Aoutd we thint or ihat foilur, who 'ah~ni 
ln t&c capacl.ti. ·of a jodgc .Pvcr bl- cairendiD& . . . . - . . 
ofipdog. would 110t be f&tisfied (be their 
4limcJ ever fo gr.cat} .eitber with their to&al 
clcftrutlioa. or their fu6ri111 fer aDJ Jimi&ecl 
d11ration; w the ad4hiop of the former t9 th• 
JatterJ b11t who wo..td ra•hdt jb .. tbeaHc. 
Jiw for "'"' than to ·pmfo for tfJir1n jVtn .. 
flllllcbd/; f....o.-HQW c:oalcl foch ·a judgment 
~6ft eit~ wiih the equity of gom1MIIent,. 
or the deJQeacy of a jadge ? How much fc(s 
,.ith the difpofitioo of a parmt1-How vaiu 
bjt to complimtot. •• Almighty With,·Che 
'titlf!t of"'"' jttjl add •JI n11rd.fol f if at 1tho 
feme tblle we albibe to him a c:oQciutt, aQtl 

MIJ iDC:.o$\'eDt with .the ,_...l._...h,. 
&lot irrccoodleable 10 ... r clcarei BOiiOils oi 
)'!f/ilt as well u inii1Ty 1 

J.lotbmc 

l 
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Nothing is of greater; impottaaco to rdi- . 

gior.a, than to pnf~rve the· ch~llcr of,,tbe 
. Supreme Beiog iav~la,tc : For wirh~ tlls 
foup4atiop it c~ . be fuppGrtod ; .Mit' will 
w "pt tt> de~ge~Mr.te iluo fla•- fUf*ftitkm, 
,Of a 4>li® and C.vage entha&ac.. Yer, J*I­
Jiaps, no .charatlcr ia the worl4 baa ~ll 
mor~ .ulake». ()f t.radua:4, and. cocUCC)UCBt­
ly, fni'e,..4 more rep~h aod. it\jury from tbe 
tonpc, aac;l JlC~. of mCID : W\lil.Jl not oodetf... · 
.lland~ the oa~r~ .fnd end of a~..-.m~ in 
. g~neral ; nor bawiUJ fe)rmcd. aoy clca:r .• 
.cOQlH\ent notioll8 of jufiice aoo merit. OT qf 
tb!l~ p.u\>1\C utilhy, which ~ht ai~ays to 1\e 
i.Rtend~4 an~ anf\Yered~ 'by : puoifhi!a& • 
wctl.-' by rewtrdi~S ; they h~v~ cre~ed, iA 
their. own im.agin4tioq, il k~~~ 9f eovcr.a­
ment, accordiqg to t~eir owp pllfro,_,, farda1, 
arbitrary, or eothufi.aflic co~e~s; . $ltl .ha~ 
fondly imputed ~his fcbecne, to th~ mo~ {~ 
lime .~eiog, wbo~e wif~m and ~efs ate 
jnnnite, .whofe thoughts and deug!ls excel 
thofe of the wifefl and heft of men, 11s. th1 
.htiWtns (lrt dqtU1 ~hl1arth. 

· Notbiog tbei can he more bec:Ofn1ng' tbof"e, 
•ho are . appointed ·to t>e minifters of rett­
gion, ,and guardians of its · trUth.itbd purity, . 
·than tf> viadieate God'a government ·of lhe 

L 6 world, 
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world, and to refcue that mofi fublilne .and 
facred chara8er, which we thould alw.tys con• 
teanplate with the bighcft veaeratiOD' and Rf 4 

fotlioo; from ·t~fe wworthy notioos, which 
.'~Den are ape tO-iQtetmiK with their belief of a 
.~tn t~td;e{flicially,.f;om thofc.black ~ 

· Dies, by. which he is reprefente<hs:ao bettcF, 
.il'l cffe&, than' the. great eft tyrant, mftead of 
.being. tbc1mbft juft, bentficent ud merciful 
·governor. :For the: influence which religion 
·hu iUp()b' the flifpo:fitiOBS and Diora}s of man­
kif14, !MU be ufcful; or hurtful, iil proportioa 

, aa:thdr felidments of the Divine Nature and 
· goft:rilmeot ·are good, ot evil. ·'the wodt 
e~iiS of ftrPerfiition and e.nthu.fiafm }\ave their 
fouke in'ail'onjufi1 or partial opinion of the 
•doi\y.' Noi cm·the belief of his exlfience, or 
almigt,.ty powei','prdduce m·aDy good 'effeets, 
fep~rate ·rroili a Belief .of his perfe£\' j uftice and 
goodnefs. ; A · juft efteem of the deity, ther( .. 

·fore;is that fprtng of true· religion and virt~e, 
~which ·ought to be preferve4, as much as po(­
. Jib~, pure a~;~d untainted iO: tbe mind$ of me.n. 
' ' i ·- .. : • . • . J t 

It is more curiou's and difficult than nece(­

farY• to acconn~ for the prQPCn1ily of mankind, 
Jo. , r~eiv~, a~d . i ret~ in -fuch ill ispp~cai~-•f 
ihe dei\.y, . and hi$ goYernmeQ.l of the world. 

~ W~t:~F. tJ1sy txiay be . ~~rilxd tQ.,t.\wfe f~s 
' .· - ~d 
.... J . - • ~ 
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' and horrOI'!I which are apt fometimes, efpeci~ 

ally in fome perfons, to feize and wholt'y 
pb{fefs tbe imagination, and thereby diRurb · 
and over-power their reafont-Or, to;·theii-

, \'iolent refentmeot& agaioft thoft! who offena 
and injure them, which tempt fhe_m to avePJg't 

: themfelves in proportion. to their own powei, 
rather than to do jallice in proportion ~~ 'the 
offence ; aod benet lead them to imagine;· th:it 
the greater power the perfoil ofFended is pof­
fcffed of, th greater puuifhment he' wift co~:.._ 
fequently itlflia :-Or, whether· r_hey 11,1ay· ~,e 
owing in fome inltances- to tht: flrength of any 
other paffions ;-fo much is certain; . that 
human paffions and:affe~ions, tither feparate 
:or 1,1nited,· have a gr:eat ioflu.en~c upon their 
o·nd~tllaO'dings, and c~ntribute both to' 'r9nn 
and confirm their 'particular 'tentiinents o(t·h'e 

'charaller and difpoJhion of th~ Supreme 
Being. · · · 

lt may be equ·any ~itlkult 'to trace ou·t ~it~ 
2ny precifion, how foch opiriibns 'have ~Cl~al-

-Jy arifen and fpread in .ttie w~rl~ ; ·particularly 
this barbarous notion of a fbte of never-end­
log·mifery and torment.: Tlie heathen poets 
adopted· the vulgar fables, in regard td th'c 
different fpecies of the Infernal torments: And 

l Yi"fil affigns a perpetual dura\lon of mifery tC, 
••• · l . fom.e 
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fome . criminals ; -" &J t tlettr!tlllnfllt jtJtiit 
)njtNx Y'luftus :''-tlloagh to others he is fo 

' fa~owablc •• t() allow, in procefs ~time, a ' 
.releaft c So that tbis doftriile hal a remukable 
co~y t~ sb$ popnh bci and pwgatory. 
-But it wu t:he hufanefs of the poets tO a6'd 
the in:laafaltioo : At!GI to thO end, they a. . 
tlle like ufe of tbe fabalous ttadirioM of their 
times, as S~u.Mj,.&r ~ oi hts wir~hel smi 
apparitioi:lls,....JJ'htlt wetcl the ptJ«tm~• ~ liP­
.t.~u"' ,,.lt•ta., wlrieb Ci(u, at a ph\.W<lpher., 
{,peaks. of with fo ·much con-., .tiS tO faJ 
. &i Who. cap Pe Co fc;D{ele4 as rp ei~ tllftJ ~ 
dit to them i'" 

Mointnn feems to adopt the d~rioc of 
~teroal torments ici_ good· .ear'\eft ; aJld ~- · 
·den t( . out, not only ~gainft l:riminals, . b~t 
againft all who do not reccive·his KartJII. HiJ 
language is, h They ihall undergo t~e rigou~s 
"of an io6ohe pain.-They 1hall never be 
" eafed j~ their tol'lllent&.-They . thall be 

· '" eternally~confined in tbe fire ofbdl • ..-Thef 
~ filall dwell there eternally.- God witl 
"' change their burneld 1kin ioto a Dew Jkin, 
" that tlley may fuffer the mor~.-He ,bath 
'' prepared . bell· for : tbtm, wheHI tbey .at.K 
u •emala etcnaaUy.-Tb.: in1idds 4baU be' Q• 

• '' 'o~~tpafl'e.d. wi~ .ftam~s .ef be".-TIK!y ibaU 
I 

, 

I 
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~ ba~e Chirtsof &re.-Boiliog·water lhall flowr 
" in qpoa their heads :-The fire fhall bun1 
" what it in their bellies, and Jhall roatl their 
tt dan.-They 1halY be beaten wiih clubs of 
.. ifC)ft,-Wheo t~ey think to gO. out of this 
'' S.re, they thaD toter fot'ffler into.it.-Tbej 
k fttall ,., Jlt in tbofe totoJents, and their tor­
" ture lball iaarer be atrwaged.-They lhall 
" in vain implot~ foccout of {}O<f,-'J;'he.j 
kftl*'J dttn:md or the keeper of the. Jire, 
"Will thy lord PCYcr denver ·us 'from tnefe 
f' ,paios;i-:-.}1(; Gull u(wfl :Wm.. :Y e fhall . 
. "·abid~ t~e eter~ally.--:rMJ fllalli~r ·Jft 
" out of tbia 6re, "Qekher k •IM tO tepcot•­
" T~ .paloe,.W, b4 wgllleoted. _. ptiol 
~'· lnvHI -oaau..··· • . . ' . . -r--:- ... --;-.1-- , • t I • 0 

.. .. :. ·\f ·. . . ~ ; . ~ . ! ·:~ [ . .. . 

. It •~JS·~• ~ dli!l 4oftrlat. ttf e&eroal 
torments,· is r.ertai.DtJ· a"Jf~, if1 q~;~ 
Htlllhin dcflriDe. .. B~ .whc\be&:· • be a 
JI'Wi.fb, or a Chriflian iotlrU.e rcmalAJ a fob· 
jea ofinquiry~ . ·: .. · .. 

• f ''' f ·, I ' • : J ; '• 

· I have_oQt yet -~. abl,c to·difcover lDJ 
thing Ilk~ it,~. t~e w.ri.ti~• of tbci .O!J·tfll..~ 
'!IIIII.: And am. fully c~·~~cf:.that liNp w~ 
Jets ia the New, which b~c ·bccb t.h...pt·tO 
imply it moll flNogJydio dirca&f, aad ~:tbe 
ftro~gdl m&llllCr )mllY. ~o c:oot,ra~y--And, 
. . ; '- . . fgr 
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fo'r proof of this, I beg leav~ to refer you· t() 
a difcourfe, .now going to be -publilhed t~ 

· If the expr;m~om of h!i'!~ ~~Qwlr,i~.'!~· 
'nou iffirc-c'!ft int4 ~:, lp~t: ef.fi~·-~'!.t~.t~r~ 
!o.JI_i~i ft!'!r:-iWol hlll~.~lwt; lh~ ~r'(l ~~~~b :'fot, 
'!nd tht .firt is _ rr.~t.gutllchtd_;-:-dQ nQt inpport :a 
total ~efiru8_ioo, o~;~noi~il:\fiC?D.1 ~ m~A. con .. 
fefs myfelf tq be ~.tterly a\ .a lofs; .and mutl 

be~. you[ .~ip~ ifflf\flncc,' 'ir,.· o~~~r t~)fi~4 ~ut 
~he.tp~amog~ttbeJ11 •... , 1 ... :·· •• · .1 1•• , • 

• J • • ~ ... • t " " 'l ' "' • " . • • . • 

. : Ill h~l «·mim ·wJior.e: h~ is :On~re; tbat 
that. fite•it· •ilgw'tikll'nlt ;- tHe·:ri1ta1Jh\g ·is.tlit 
fametas if I toW hlili, ~tbai -Ms1io11fe. would ·t>e 
eotirefy-deltr~;:. -:Jf f·le4l ~t-~r~~hote 
plants, or the bloffoms, ·are i~l :b' ttie 
worm, That he cannot kill that worm, or, that 
It- .w;Jt.Jtt¥1 iJ/jt t ~Is ~lie ti~e•ffiibJ":ii ·1f •i told. 
liiiftl: ,·f.ia,, h;-Htilft ·wUrc~~io ·norhitrg', Mi hi~ 
planis ~ePl()Tf'·lf a· pat:ent · is' 'a.ffth~ltd' ~itl\ 
a•diftelm~,lWbich 'is fuppoftd ttl pfo~ted'ftOIIl· 
worms, aod he is told that th~ -:-worm ui/./1 n1t 
tiit; the !Xl~ning _of the p,hra(e muft be; t,bat · 
i~ dlk'.ife-witfena ·it~. r~~;de~ih pi· ~h~ ·p,atient •. 
A~\l\iPI'tii:li phrilf~:b't 'to~fl'ddrecl as; pro~erbiat 
:un~gihc! Je,;s;~ th-at ·~hen· a~y perf on' feii 
4Qt& 'al\y diRem~r,:~~ calamity~ · that :Would 
certalo1y to.d 'io delbufliob-, if 0 'Was ufgal for 
: • •·• •• .• • l 

. ·· t Ste th~ 'Au'tlo;t: S':rmons,· vol. . .z. .. 
· . .;t thtm 
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them to fay," That is a worm that will not. 
die;" oi, " That is a .fire that will not be 
quenched;'' ~h~ fenfe is perfe8Jy intelligible:. 
They meant that it was a loft cafe; that lher~ 
was no poffibility of preventing the deftruclioo. 
of the perfon, or thing, to which they applied 
the prova b. 

Befides, there is (omething abfurd and con­
tradillory in the image made ufe ·of, if we 
fuppofe chaJF, wood, or other ufelefs mate-' • 
rials, thrown into an utaquencbable fire, and 
yet not to be confomed and defiroyed in that' 
fire, or, a ·living creature call ioto.it, and yet 
preferved alive for ever in · it : For; throwing 
into the fire -is always underfiood, to be the 
tnotl eJFeClual way to Jtf/"'1 a thing : And ~be 
l(s txtinguifht~IJ~ the fire is, the mwt rtrtain!J 
will the fubjea thrown in be "''.fomtd. · And· 
t~e original term, lC~1'"'"""' properly .traof· 
lated, Js; to. h~~rn 11p, or utterly mtfowu /Jy fir*: 
which is direaly eontrary to a being preferved 
in the fire. Tl'hi./h•ll btlrn ·ap .tbt cb4ffwith­
•"futncha/JII firt. John iii. 12. The expref­
fwn here is probably borrowed from Mafachi 
iv. 1. F.r /Jthlld tiN ·tkz] e~m.tth th11t fl. all """" 
ns 1111 """; a11d 11U tht pr1ud1 11d; o11tl all tlurt u 
wkltd/y jholl /Jtjllfllj/, ; t111ti tl:t lhy ·thtJt mntJIJ 
foal/ burn them up, foH the ,,:tl if hrflt, that 

it 
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it jiHI/1 Utllft· thlm .nt_itbw t'f.lt 111r lmnrtb.­
S'rtni1ar to tbts · is tl're expremon i~ tl\t ~pifite 
tO the Hebrews! .Our GDtJ is ll CONSUMING 

jln, x~1"~>-.,tr~ov: Which tigoifid, utterlt 
derlroyiug ; the very rc~rfe of preferving.­
There Is, indeed, !o dtrea a conttadUUon be­
tween the idea of prefcrving any creature alive, 
an<J that of tlu.owing·it into a lite, a lire that 
C~not· be .CXUJ?guitb.ed .; that if du)J cODfider,. 
cd, it is amaiing how men ca~M to join f~ 

)'pofite ideas together, or Imagine them to be 
c.on6ftent. Thia i~conillcnay Mah;wut .ridi .. 
culoufiy attemprt to reconcile by laying. 
., That God will change their bur•ed ficio 
iht~ A DCW 1kM11 that tbq may fuft"er ·~~ 
more." 

-
1ire It, Indeed, an hlftrtraeat of llrlttfl, ri ' 

well as of ·;p~U.. he why mea fttoald­
t&iok it more bec011aing the moft joA and lt!er· 
dwl ~vemor of the world, to make it an in· 
Ar .. tattOf. •wrlafong Wmnd to his ofC:ndiDg 
,ci"eaturea, ratbet lbaa of their IVtrmjJI"t ti~ 
JI,.•Ri•" J otr why, they llould be dlf9ofed to 
talc the words of Scripeure in a fcnte cootra-
dtaery to reafon, jttfilce and humanity, when 
U\ey will oot Qoly admit ci, but are m!f'IMI•· 
ra/J1 ~odecllood in a different fenfe, agreeable 
IOj'ffi~ aod ~lemepc7; ii t~ Qle iO(onceivable. 

The 

l 



::- ··· 

~59 

·The·fubjt& Is ttduc.,.l&, as fair at tht-dttil,;, . 
tiaa· rnchtia. · it · COIMietaed, to fh4j fieglo 
,udloa: Wbttlitr ·tHe' . .M-ideotiooed es• 
~ ._.e IDO!Dded co 'CI)DJet to us the idea­
of nedalting lt>rtllte, or of ~erlaftiog ddkuc• 
tioa, i. t. aumibilation P-Perhaps (omt may 
h iaclieed to thittl, that they (~rve tO convey 
ideas, both of torment, and of total de.llruaton. 
With fuch perfons (if there are any.) I ddiro 
to have no con trover If. Becau(e oo tbil fup­
pofition, the: torment or mifery. ca110ot be in~ 
fin itt . . And it is only tbat Mahomcrao, PaiJ!l~ 
and' (as I' murt confcu it appcavc to mo aa 
prefent) mof(~b{urd. cruel anti-. .chrii\ian~·~n4 . 
~iaboJiw doc!hiae· of itrft•ilt, or ""'"~"";• 
inifcry and torment, which J 1111t ~ppo.GDg, aod 
codeafouring to eradicate : " ~~~~~~~~ uadll"' 

~niotUm (to ufe the words of Cictr1) mihimd 
wlui radieil•s•'' 
. . 
. That there are pa&aga ill tlae ~ T.Aa­
ment which implJ, tbat dac fcmtace of eteraal 
death .(hall be e~ecutad upon crla1aa.Js .. with 
4iircu!Ntances of ianominy, horror and palo; ,.,_.,;.Met to their guilt, I readtly allow aacft 
adirm ; Yet am not of opiofoa, that the fi­
.surcs of beiDJ •'.II ;,.,. ""f""""nu jr, ID6 
abe like, .arc iotondcd to c:oovey to us .,, idea 

· of 
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of tDrmlnt, bat· foMJ that of total d!flrul1ion,. 
or aonijlil~o, ·or pealing &o cxUl; .And ~tbe 
palfage in the }>ook of ,RevelatioDS, w.here it -i!J' 
{;lid, that ilalb 4,J. btU .(i.-:e. HizJn):./hall b1 
tnjl inti thtlllh if firt, fetms ~0 me deci6ve in 
this point. For certainly .the meaning thel'c­
is, not that dtath •nd Radts fuall be t'r.mmt1d 
(which. is ridiculous) but that \hey lhall be 
~b•lifhed. . . . 

. . 
: But it is not my ddign, either to trouble. 
you with a fuperfluous repetition of ~hat hath. · 
been fuggefied in the dlfcourfe ~:eferred to, or 
to txhaujl the {abjeCt: Bat only to reprefent 

_ to yon in few words, the view 'Yhich I have of 
it at prefeot ; ·and t~ ifttreat your friendly 
tffifianc-e, in ·rurther explaining the fubje~; 
and either reCtifying, or' confirming my fen: 
timents. · · · ' 

And give me leave to fay, Sir, that it is a· 
fubjea worthy .of your pen : That ~c~ordi.ng 
anhe do8rioe 'of future punilhment is diffe .. 
rently explained and beiieVed~ ·-i~ . ~iW very 
difrerently afreRmons opinion of the Supreme 
Being : And that in a caafe, in which the ho· 
itour of God, and the credit oftbe chriflian 
revelation, are fo immediately concerned, you 
caon~t find yourfelf unconcerned. · 
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· For my own part, I am perfuaded, that the 
vulgar · notion of eternal torments has been 
prodoClive, nor of virtue and happinefs-,"bot of 
wickednefs and mifery in the world, where it 
has been moO: ferioufiy and fieddily believed. 
However, confequences are not the fubjell of 
our -~nquiry, but the truth of the doClrine. 
The proper quefiion is, what is the docuinc 
of our Saviour ?-When that is determined; 
if, any mao, after allowing the doelrine to be 
his, )'Ct fuall impute ill elfeCls to it, or alfert 
that it ought" not to be preached, or publi1hed; 
;he pretends to .be wifer than our Saviour, and . 
is guilty of ao arrogance inconfiftent with hia 

.' chrifiian profeffioo. 

_. That you bear a more free· and noble mind. 
than to be inRuenced by vulgar prejudices, or 
infeCled with an itch of popularity, or bialfed 
by any IJ\Can confiderations ; I am moil willing 
to believe. And therefore hope, that you will 
favour myfelf and ~hers, with a public eY.• 
planation of your fentiments; and, if you think , 
proper to take pen in hand, cannot eafily 
doubt of your doing amplejufiice to fe impor .. 
tant and interefiing a fubjea. -

lam, with jinur1 tjltmr, 

Your's, Sec. 

SAMUEL BOURN. 
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.THE 

Merciful Judgments · 

OF 

, High-Church Triumphant 
On ofFending 

CLERGYMEN, 
And othen 

In theREIGNofCH.ARLES I. 

Better it wert tbtrt wtrt tu ri'Utaf J rtligion, anJ 
that hu11111n tlllturt wert lift to tht c.ndulf if it1 
IIWII principlts and inclinations, which art much 
m~rt mild fllla merciful, much mort for tht ptae~ 
and hatPiwifs if.. humn fociety ; than 11 bt all ttl 
/Jy a rt1igim that injpim m"! with fo vilt a 
L111'1., and tr~ts thtm to c.mtmt fwh outragts. 
Tillo~n s Seim. Yo/. 3• I· •9· 

Firft printed in the Year 1710. 
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CJ'he_Md-ciful Jupgf1111JIS of H~h~Clntrci . 
-·CJ'riiJIIIPballl, &c. . . . . · . 

... T _HE High-church .clergy,_ ever..Jiocc 
one of their brethren • has been un-

. . der a parliamentary p~ofccuti.~n. for 
his . .feditioos fermoos, talk in a ·v¢rf .u,nuf~al 
ft~ain. for liberty of fpeech, an~ c;ft.he injullice 
·of punitbing men for their opihion.s_; and cry, · 
if they are not permitted to difcharge their 
confcienc;es in the pulpit, and to tel~_ the people 
without any rellraint' t~e.i_r duty, efpecially in 
mat\crs-~f _the -' htghe.ll canfequente, the great 
uf~ Of preaching wiil be loft : · for who will re­
gard what ~h~y fay, when they dare' not 'fpeak . . 
theic thoughts, but mun be forced to fuit 
their doCtrine to the humours, paffions, pre­
judices,. or defigns of great men? Nay, the 
bol~ell among 'em do~'t fcruple to furmife, 
that if the power of preaching what they judge · 
to be .the truth, be.derived to 'em from a di­
vine commiffion, they can't fee how they are 

• Dr. Sachw~rtl. 

VOL. Ill. M 
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neeeuJt_tAele. t&-~ laity. Co& ~ ~ Nf~ 
act i.n execution of fuch a commiffion: ancl -
that if they are fubjeCl: in this refpeCl: to 
powers infinitely inferior ~ God, from whom 

t • . ~ ' • • . ... \ • • • • • • •• \ 

:olone tbey·rt.:ef'Cl. tneal" C:OmlliBbl>,; l1lef"ma 
have no pretence Gf ·tliiDg_i~ndent in any 

· other point, by virtue of a divine comcpiffion. 

·After they have ·,u~d thts,. a~d all· they call 
th_intc. Qb. _lor -Al;l __ unconttouted ·li~ett~'of VtOt• 

ing what they pfeafe in the ·pulpit;· then they 
cry,· if they m.uft. be ·p~nidied for difcharging · 
their c~nfcience$ (here, H ou~ht' to be .w~tli all · 
due reverence, regard_ and tendtrne& to theit . 
facred . charaaer, as they were tr~l}ted il'l the · 
reign of. that pious martyr Clia.rlis r. who at 

. his cqrona~ioo, _to ihew w.hat ~ .regai:d he was ·. 
refqlved· to have.. fur. tbdr. holy · fu.n.etfdo, . an4 
ho~ be wpuld, ex~lt them aboYe th~ nobifity : 
and. gentry, ca'ufed this exhortation to: be .. re,d · 
to hill.l by the .archbifhop, in die prefence of rh~ · 
pc;ers and all tbeother great perfons who at- . 
teQded the foletnoity •; ·As JoiJf~e rhj CJLERGY . 
rome ncarer to t~ altar- (whith' 'WGS' afttrward't 
tail'd in, to exdudi the Jaitr &om •iproach- . 
ing it too near)·th&n r~tlierJ-,fo remmrbn--tlxlt·l• 
oil plam ccmmritntyrJU·tiw J/innt.ttMIIw ~­
t l:•IJt the medialor of G&d ond m.t:JIJ 11ZilJ ljlahliJ! 

• .liift. ef En_gl. in fo'4 yo!. 3· P: •J· . 
' ,,, 
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1'U in tht lint/1 thrmt, t1 At a mtdiatar lutumn 
tht tltr(y anti tht laity. Such a bletred reign, 
fay they, when the reformed religon did 10 
much ftourUh, and the church was maintained 
ill its genuine purity, free from lfl popilh and 
fanatical fupl!rtlition, ought to be a precedent 
to all future ages. · 

Tbc tdllisg after thle a.te iH becoiBes tbofeo, 
whc. ate for lb&Dacliog and lhad:ting the 
dergy with eatly ru~fcription to certain creetk, 
articles,' and canons ; and are not only for de­
prlriog them of aH their pref'ermentr, but 
OthtMfe .potllfhittg them, if they prefume ro 
Jftlch COMrary tofuch tteeds, ~t. tho• iD the 
dOft i;etula!We pohtts. 

T~ auaoft for which .men of the greatelt 
frced&a coateni, alld whieb makes them to be 
called. arheift• by thcfe !Ji&bliers, b, that ia 
fuch · things wherein neither the publi~ nor ' 
pivat.e is injORd, lnlt which relate oaly to 
Oocl aad a IUD•s own felf, liberty of cookie1JC41 
eaght to be preferred inviolate to all perfons, 
and the pulpit as well as the pre& left intirely 
free. 

But 'tis the papifis, and fuch ot~er rigid fana. 
tks, woo main• that preachers are not at all 

I 
ac;coantablcto the Jar-powers for wllatever they 

M 2 fay 
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fay in the pulpit : But certainly fcdition is 
as much fcdition in the pulpit as out of it; 
nay, 'tis more criminal for being fpoke fo pub­
licly, and from a place where 'tis like to have 
a gre~er eff'ctl:; apd from one whofe bulinefs 
it is to preach all that tends to the peace and 
welfare of human fociety. Whoever therefore 
is guilty of this crime, moft grofly abufes that 
li.berty the government allows him, of talking 
without interruption for an hour together: 
and the proper punilbmcnt for men 'Who have 
fo publicly vented feditious do~rines, is for 
them to be as publicly expofed, that th~ pillory 
JJ)ay expiate the crime of the pulpit J and the , 
nearer that is placed to this, the fame perfons 
_who hea.rd him aloft in one, have the better. 
opportunity of viewing him on the other : by 
which means, their being· blindly led into· a 
belief of his doarine by too great a reverence 
for his ,perfon, may be. happily prevented. 

I don't fcc how that profound . reverence, 
which the priel\s pretend is due to them, can 
fcrve to any other end, than to impofe on the . 

· people, alld make them (wallow the moft ab­
-furd doClrines which they dog-matically diaate 
from the pulpit. The preachers indeed can·'t 
well treat the pc:ople with too much reverence, 
un<:c the ·word of G()Q JlOt ooly makes them 

the 

1 
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·tbejodges of their dc>arines, but obliges them, 
if they judge them to be falft tltlcbtrs, ftduurs, 
·atttiwn {and c:ertain)y common beautefeus ·and 
iatendiaries are the greatefl) tfJ fly andjhulf thrm, 
·as they would the moft poifonous and infectious 
animals, or-as even. the devil himf~lf, the great 
feducer and deceiverpf mankind. And he who 
is to be treated thus by every body, can pre­
tend to no charaCler, whkh may exempt him 
from the · moft infamous puniJhment, if it be 
othei'wife proper. 

The chief bufinefs of a clergyman is to fet 
a good example to his congregation; and if 
he difcharges hi-s duty in that matter, he aCtt 
honeflly in his profeffion: but if he takes a 
contrary method, be aCls like a witnefs who 
perjures himfelf, or a retailer who ufes falfe 
weights or meaftires ; becaufe they are alike 
guilty of a breach of trufl in their own proper 
callings, and therefore ought to be alike {ub­
ject to the fame punifhment. 

But fince high-church refen us to the reigtt 
of a prince, who was ambitious of the honou~ 
-of being thought the mediator between the 
clergy and laity (tho' in truth he aCted more 
like a party-man) vte will fee whether the 
treatment which clergymen as well as others 

M 3 met 
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.saet with .in hit reiaa• whtD they wore fe _. 

.happy as to fall · uoder the difp)eafare of hi,cla­
<hur~ w~cll thea rid triumpbaat~ are fit 
prcc.edtatsfor t~is reign of gentleot& ucl 1110. 
deratioD. And in doiJis this, I caa't but kt 
the reader fee, whether thofe who then gGP 
•cmcd the church, were for prefervillg it free 
from fuperftitioo~ and maiDtaiamg the refoc­
·mation in its oatiYe purity. 

And the firll inllance I fhall give of the­
,ender regard which was had · to clergymen,. 
fuall be the treatmeDt of Jux•ntitr LtitbJ•n,. 
D. D •. who for re8ecUog on the prc:lacy, and 
.charging the bifhops with perfectition,and caL­
ling the queea a daughter of Hetb, with fuch­
like exprefflons, in a book in titled, An •PPifll 11 

to parliamtttl; was fentenced to a perpetual 
imprifoomeat, to a fine of 10ooo L to be de­
Jraded, .to be pillory'd aad whi-pt, to have hi$ 
ears cut otf, his nofe llit, and his fac:e branded ~ 
all which fentence wat moll fevercly executed 
1iJ'OD him. . 

The oextioftaoce I fhall gi•eofbiah:.cbarcb. 
JDOdcration, is the pilloryiag of the three pro• 
feaiooa of divinity, Jaw and pbyfJCk, all at 
ence t; F.or m tbe 13 Cw. 1. lihere was Ill 

• Hill. of E•21. vol. 3· p. 6o: 
t Rlf/h'U'., c:.olfct\. abrid&'d, voL z. p .. :n. ~cL 
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inforaaatieo to the ftat-databir againft: · the 
··..rtwaFCIId Mt• Bllrt,,, a di\>iae ·of the·chor(lh 
·.E £•ghmll, and a Lt»tJq•mioitl!ei ;:Mr. Ptynfr~ 
·a ·~>mUter of Li"t'lflinr-'i1fn; lmd J:)r. Btiflwicl, 
• ·phyfician; 'far \¥riti'og feditioils ,fc~ifutatkal 
'bbbke agaiDft tbe hienu-chy of tbe thurch, ru 
"'the kandal "()f the goYern!tlent: Tbe defen­
dants tendered tbtir anfw(:rs tbemfelves to the 

·amrt i but becaok all their council ' had- not 
·~d ihem (which none •lilt v~y. bol4 men 
would thea Yeoturo to Ito, :an4' M.r, Hi/rwas 
threat~e~N:d co have_ his gown .polled ·over Ms 
1ean fot drawing llttrl"t's anfwer) the couft 
·'90k the advantage ().f t'bio, aad -whhout -mofe 
«do ordered ctadl of them to be taken prfJ eon­
frlfo ; ad the piUory, JoQ of their ears, their • 
fates· .and fotehtad& braudtd with . hot ·irons'. 
1Jtt'peli.Jlal im}'tifonmect, aad. nne of' scoo f. 
d(b, wllnhe&t fenteoct: aay, Ml!. i'rynh Wa'3 
sot only to tofe the remainder t>f h!s ears, bLM: 
to be fligmati~ted on both cheeks with' the 
letter L. S. lignifyi.ag a feditibus Jibdltt ; ancl 
the reverend 'Mr. Burton wlt6 ~cpriYed of bi5 
balance io Lmtldn, degraded from hi~ fe11c~ 

tioo,- and degrees in the ariiverfiry, where h_t. 
had proceeded bal:tbclor of diYihity. This 
IJubarQUI feateDc:e WBI roo(\ ,barbatoufiy 1!x~· 
ctlted : for B"rtoa's and B;ji.,icA's-eats wert-

! Cltu,.U.., Yol. 1. fol. p. 73· ]!.rlfow. ibii. 

M 4 rared 
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pared lb clofe by the- high·-chnn:b executioner, 
that ' he :ttit thtii artc'ries, ana thereby caqfCd 
a grent-~ff~fion of :blood ; and he not only 
feared ·Pr;;rm'~ -cheeks with· ·.an exceeding hot 
iron, . b.ut in takiog: away what: was left of ollC 
of his CJars, p:lired off a piece of his cheek; and 

.left a piec;,e of his other ear hanging on for 
fome tir.per aft~r he bad barbaroutJy hacked it. 
~uq~fs illhJJman ufage of Mr. Prynn did· not 
-fl!t~f~ · Jqth~r. Laud, -but he· moved the· c:our:t 
-.~h,n ,fiati.ag· tP b~v~, him gagg'd, and fome-
:fanher puni(bment inflieted on him, for fayiog, 
·' 1£ all the mauyrs that fuffered in queen 
' Mary's days, are called fchifmatical hereties, 

•, fatUous felfows, traitors, and rebels, con-' 
· ·' :demned by ·holy church, what can ~e look 

'.for-? Yet fo they' .are fiiled by Dr. PDclcliflg· 
' ton in his lf.ltare Chr!Jiianum, licenced by the 
' archbi!hop's own chaplain;' for which Dr. 
·Pdck/ington a,nd the arcbbHhop's chaplain were 
both afterwards cenfured by the lords. · But 
tho' the merdfnl ·arC'hbilhop could not prevail 
on the reft of the judges to inBitl greater' 
cruelties on Mr. , Pr.vr"'~ yet to gratify . his re• 
venge, he caufed fc,-eral who .at Chtjler • aod 
other places had lhew'd· civilities to Mr. Pry,, 
as he was carrying prifoner . to Carntlr'lNIII 

~~file, tho~ his kc,epers were not forbid· to let 

.• Rufo~·. abr. ·-rol. i . p. i9>• &e. 
·' any 
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any vifit him, to be fined foiJle soo I. fome. 
300 I. others 250 I. But Mr. Prjnn was not 
long at Carnarvon cafile (which, tho' a oally 
hole, was thought too good for him) ere. he 
was removed to Motmt Orguile in the ifiand of 
Jerfey; where by an extraordiosry order under 
Laud's bed, none. but his keepers were per• 
mitted to fpeak with him, and all ·his letters 
were intercepted, . and ho not allowed -pen, 
ink and paper 'to write for ~eceffaries, or to 
petition for relief. And in his petition to the 
houfe of commons, when releafed~ he fays 'he 
. •-fent to tbe·archbifhop, to delire him to re-· 
•. leafe or bail his fervant, that he might attend 
• hi!D during his fores ~ ; .which out of his· 
• grace and charity he utterly refufed, faying, 
• He \Vould proceed agaioft him in the high 
• commiffioo, where hf! has ever fince becll' 
c vexed, and fent from prifon to prifon, only­
' for refufiog to accufe him the petitioner.'· 
Nor was Dr. Bojlwick, or Mr. B11rton notwith­
ftanding his indelible charaaer, ufed after a 
more humane manner; both their wives being 
forbid to fet their feet on the ifiands where 
they were prifoners • 

. H!'ving mentioned Mr. p,Jnn's former fuf­
ferings, 'twill not be improper to let the reader 

•. R.•Jb<w.· vd. ·3· p. 3co. · 
· Ms know, 
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J.Qow, !hat thit poor geJttlCIUIIle., only for w..-.. 
iag againQ i\age•playa• (tlto' ais book is ill .. 
~oocr traof~ oat of the fathers, bcia~ 
·full of fJ•otaaious from thaD, aad was lk.eoccdt 
.b7 archbidlop A~Ht'• chaplain) wu IIOC ODiy. 
cpmmiuea to abe Tower, without bail or· 
maiopriie, fer a whale year, aad deakd acaf• 
to bit CODnc:U, or eooveoitot lime to examme· 
yltnelfea; bu.t aUo iDCd JOO(J./. npelled th~ 
~iv~ruty of O~f"J aad Lil!llin's·i•a, cJesra4-­
·cd,. put from his fll'ofdion· of the l&w, fee 
twite in the pillory, where ba loft both bil­
oars, and had . ls.is faicl licenecd !took burnt bet­
fore his face by the hangman J aod liter aU hct 
waa c.oodemDCcl to:pc;rpctoal imprnofllaCDt. 

p,ynn's book agaiaft plafS WClS tkc more­
provoltlog, becaufe the court was extremely. 
addiCted to'thefe ludicrous entertainments, ad 
the queen fo fond of them, that- lho did not 
fcrp pie to aa a part in hc:r own royal pertOO t: 
and therefore this treatife aaainft fi:age-play•· 
was f~petl:ed to be levelled at the pratl:ices oft 
the court, and the example ~f tbe '}llCCD. And; 
there. being in the table of the boo~ this re­
ference, ""mtn 11llors, mtoriot~~ whorts; this· 

- 'ft'as confirued by an innuendo to rellca· on. 

• Rujhu·. vol. z .• p. 179, &<:,. 
t Hill. En,gl. vol. 3• P• 64 

. the· 
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tile queto't faGrltd pcrfon~ · BUhop Llutl._ 
at hb was dae ibtlrt1meet .00 abettor af aotk 
oth1lt Wilt! thlngi, f&l he was of this profecution, 
by d!eOWitg PfJM's ·book. tb· the king, ao4 
pblntldg ll't &bt ufrtA4i'fo pan Of lt,· and tllto byj 
cmpleyiog his thaplruri Or: Ht~Jiill (• lit bali-· 
~ for foch ll '\fbtttiy · ditin6) to pitk out alii 
thofe pttraget to which ht toulU giVe the: 
fevettft turns; aDd htftl~~ .by carr1)bg thofe: 
notes' tothe llttotliey~rllt ft>t matter eflnfor..: 
mation~ ahd "'rgint · hiitl earneftly te proceed! 
agafftft the llufhOll. '-'Tl1i5t tbe rt!Wr~nd dean . 
._ tJl PiNt/l;~wgh fttys;' !C Wa& look~d · an by fomet 
• fmb\ls Mtll as gtting countetlail<:e ttnhe Ji..-
• tebtlo\d'•f• aad profauieliefs oftbc ftnge.•,:" 
Btlt \fbo · c:nkl, whether feri.ous or not (e .. 

Jlioas, -ex.pea .any othu from an atcbbUbop tbab 
app~lred fo zeakJus. for profanjng the Sabbath• 
atld ruined a gl'eat ma11y god-ly miuil):ers aadf 
their famtl~ laocaufe they would not read lhQ: 

proclamation for fports on. th.e Lord's day ?, • 

Bot as LtMHl ba4 no ngard to cdDfcience­
himfelf, fo lie took. .fpecial tare that other!t 
tu>uld laan.as litdc ; witncfs tJlc·canoos· framed: ; 
"'him and his tnfiruments for tbe clergy of 

· GtrJtlond, which obliged. the whole clergy .Pf 
tllat nation, to fwear to fubmit to, and pay t~ll: 

• Hift. o£E»gl~tul, by Dr. Kt~uut, vo'q. p. 6z. 
M. Q.. obedieo<c:: 

_I 
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obedience to what ·was enjoined by the litur­
gy, tho' tM}' knew not what it contained, il 
Dot being ~eady till a year after or th~­
abouts t• Thii·no doubt ·was politidy dooe 
by-biiD, noc:e he CQU}d DOt but fee, that if be· 
once made the wbol~_body of that clergy blind~ 
Jy fwear t~ they k~w ~t what, they could 
with a very ill grace· pretend confciencc for 
refuJing to comply with any of his impofitions. 
And much of a piece with this was the oblig· 
lng the Entlifh clergy to fwear, as they were 
bound by the canons of 40, to a government. 
uf, &t. New were there no eft. in·tbe cafe,· 
yet an .oath that obliges meo, efpecially thofe- · 
who aT~ concerned' io the JegiOature, not to 
endeavour to alter the government of the 
church, mull be, to fay no worfe, a very rafb 
oath, becanfe it is defigned to hinder men from. 
doing their duty, if ever they come to think 
thi$ government inconvenient or unlawful. 

But to return, during Pry,m's imprifonmeot, 
Dr. '&flwidt was brought into the high-com· 
miffion · court, for a book entitled Elmclnl1 

· PflpijnJ, writ ia anfwer to a book of one Sltm 
a profefs'd papUl; for which be was condemn­
ed to a fine of a thoufand pounds, to be ex­
comunicated, debarred his praaice of pbyfic, 

t o,.,.,,lll. W. fol. bcok z. p •. b. 
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his book to be burnt, and he to be impdfooed 
till he made a recantation.; or,- •in other 
words, difowncd the king's prerogative; the' 
defending of rbat·being the great fault · of his 
book. . : . 

. ' 
. And what·· made tbs>fc:. g~tl~meo, p,,,, . 
Bwt,, end B~witl. fo very criminal, was .. 
th~ complainipg of feveral innovations in the : 
church (in defence of which, at their ~enf~re,. . 
IAIUJ made a very large fpeech, which is print• 
ed in the hiftory of his troubles) and for qot. 
allowing bHhops to be Jtm. Divin1. t,;and for.· . 
maidtaining that they incroached on the kiog's 
prerogative, particularly in keeping courts,. 
and ·~Jfuing out procelfes in their own names. , 
For this they exhibit a crofs biJt agaioft the 
bilbops; upon which the archbUhop demand­
ed the opinion of the judges, whether they 
could not be punifhed ·as libellers, who all but 
one aofwered negatively; for that it waa ten- · 
dered io a legal way. Upon this the ftar­
chamber prevailed on eleven of the twelve . 
judges, who bad declared for the legality of : 
ibipmony, to declare Jikewife for the legality.· 

of biOtops iffuing out proceJfes, and keeping . 
courts in their.own names. : • 

• Wf.ithcl's Memoirs, p. zr, u. 
t R fow. abrirlg. vol. z, P• 11 S. 

High· 



Hi&h·c:buc,h· have io. partkulat great re81> 
A»n to thank God fc?r the fraedom men eqjoy 
under tbe prefeot admiDiftratioo ; for had Lhq· 
lwed in thofe days, and took the fame liberty' 
to nul at the bUhops then· as they de now, in. 
~pre(eolliftg them ,u eaemia of th* order,. 
betrayoH of the ri!hts·ofthf dlriffiui chvtb,. 
~,.they would bne undergone as fevere 'PO~ 
alfhmerlt .JS tbefe three coofelfors, whet bore: 
ail rh~tir foiferiogs~ rho' they had ao profpea 
of feeing an end of them, With. iDC~Ic cog,..: 

-. aDd refolotioa. 

The next I Qlal\ meatioa. is the reve­
••d Mr: SIIIIWt, 1 ptebendary of D.,.bthlt, who 
w• .kepr prifooer at r.rA four months bcfwtt· 
aoy articla were ubibited agaiaft him, ao(fi . 
fiYC befoto a pro€lor was allowed him • : 
Thtac:e he Wit remavea to tbe aigb•collUbif­
lioa · at lambctiJ, aad after leng trouble re­
maodea to .tilr.f,. ined soo I. committed tQ. 

prifon, ordered co teeaot, and for rwfioe 
ined igaie, exCQIDtonolcated, de&raded, and. 
.tepriYed ; his damage amouating io tbo whole· 
to tho.Wuads<Of pounds : aad y.ct all the crime· 
this poor man was guilty of, wu his prefum-. 
iDg to preach againfi fome innovations that. _~ 

• FtJ/,r's Chortb Hiiioryt·P• 173• 

8. 
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. J7F. c~:~: ~ cre&tUPC of LaJt had intro..­
aced imo the church of Darll.m, where he: 
had fet.ap a marble al.car,.witb all tbe appur­
teDaoca, namely, ~cOpe with tho Triaity,. 
and Gad the Fat:btr in the· 6gllioe of. "' old• 
8Wl-; ancather with a crd~ aDd tM iml8e· 
ef Cbr'ill with a. re4 beard and: blue c:ap ~· 
wmith· was every whit u fc::aadalous as IAuJ'• 
uufing the popilh piaure of tho Trinity, 
wbcrc God the. FMber wu dnwa like a liule 
eld· mao, tO he paillcod· air~ at Lattbttlt • : 
or his fpcaklag i.a<faJOur of that paia11tr1 wl!• 
to cxpreft God the Father, had' pai~c.d on· the 
alafa.~vers lktle old mea· barefooted, a.id ia• 
long blue c;oats, beuufe God· i• called in: 
lkriptore th1 Attlim -f /!IIJI• Bet I refer th~ 
~~eadcr to RMjhwfllth f,. where- he will. fee tbat 
.the m:o~er of S11r11111 for porfuing an order of 
~ftry for breakbig dowa thi& moil {caooaloa. . 
pi&U'ct, depri~d of his rec()rderfbip, fiaed; 
soo I. an4 obliged to acknow!Cdge his offeoct 

· to the bithop of the diOcefe; tho' the church;. 
in wbkh this piCture was; was a.by-feo, aBel 

, exempt f'rom. all cpifcopal jarifdiaioo •. 

- I. ihaU &QW giR fome account of Dr. C'.ftn'• 
iaDO¥atioal,. whicll wore fo very kandaloua,. 

• 'See Laui'a def. in Prynn, p. 463. 
11 ~~fhrw. abridg. vol, a. p. 1o 24.• • 

that 
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that he was impeached in parliament for them, 
and the commons prefercd twenty one_ articles 
•gainft hlm •; fome of which were, that he not 
only ufed many ex.traordiury bowings to the 
altar, but violently compelled others to do the 
fame, and called fome gentlewomen whores, 
jades and pagans, and tore their clothes for 
omitting it : Tlmt at the firft Condkmos after 
his coming ·to that -church, he can fed three 
hundred wax-candles to be lighted in hooour 
of our Lady, and placed fixty of them upon or 
about the altar. ( F11lltr adds, that he forbad 
any pfalms to be fung before or after fermoo, 
but fubfiitnted in 'their place an anthem ill 
praife of the three kings of Colm) That ·he 
framed a fuperftitious ceremony at lighting the 
tapers on the altar, in canting a company of 
boys to enter the church with ~urning torches, 
and to bow thrice towards the altar, and then 
to retreat with their face towards it : That he 
beat in the church, to the great diflurbance of 
the congregation, the dean's man, for ofFering 
to put out, at his maher's·commaod, fome of 
the many unnecelfar'y lights he had fet up in the 
church : That in a fermon he faid, that our 
reformers, when they abolilhed the mafs, took 
away all good order; and infiead of reforma· 
tioo, made a deformation : T-hat be (aid, that 

• Rlljbw. abridg. vol. 3. p. 38 J• 
the 
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the king· had ao ~e power over the ·c~urch 
than, the boy that rubbed: his borfc's heels.; 

· and _not only ~cd one of. the canons rogae,­
rafcaJ, ~'but laid violent hands on him io his 
ow,n. ·houfe, . for complaining of thefc words ; 
~d afterward he endeavoured by many uojuft 

.ftratagcma .to have him turned out of his place. 
What happy days ~n~ glorious ti~cs were 
thefc, whe~·hig~-chur.c:,h could rub~ a man,fQ.r 

. but preaC;hing ~i~!l fuch innpvations, for tqe 
fake ~ whi_cb Dr. Cofins was _prcfc:red -~o J' 
good deanery by lAutll And what are we 

- !}OW to expea, if the Lli~Jtt~, faction rides 
trit.ampbant I 

: . Nay, bigb·cburch prletls were . th.C~,g~o».Jl 
fo, infolent, th~t tf¥: rcv~rend Mr./::larrijUJ 
~to the common-pleas bar, all the cl}arts 

. then fitting, and cried ·aloud, I auufi Mr. 
jujlit~. Hutton if high trtafon •: and foitl that 
h1 m•tl# ch1ict fl/ this. pwbJic WfiJ, o/tllllfo tiH 
fJihtr bad as publi&ll] tklifJtrtd his 1}ini111.again.ft 
jhipm1111y. .An.d being . alked what point of 
high. tr~fon be accufe~ l}im of; hc·!lnfw.erc4, 
" That he denied the ~iog's fa,prcmacy, io. 
" affirming the kiog had no lawfal power· to 
" levy lhipmooy; contrary to the opinion of. 
"all .the orthodox div~ in the kipgdo~.'.' 

• Ibid. vol. 2~ p. +74· 
Indeed .. ·. 
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Indeed "if the oP.Jtliont of all the orthudox di­
fiotS' tlnlt pmttlred tiJ' the 'iawftrlnefs of tbe 
tiaf(s levylng taUS without. tonfellt Ofl'at­
liaarent hac! been printed; lt ~outd hn~ made­
as large a book as the hijlory of Pa.ffnu'(ilJe­
Ji~t~n; where the opinions of as orthodo:t dl­
Yines are metrtk>ned, to proYelhat·dhr ·aH, om 
.Yery JIYes depend oa the·witl.atrd pWure of one 
'Who is inttu'tled with power by the- J~g\tl:rtOTe,. 
~ 110 -other reafoo thn ·me defenc:e •fotir 
:lites •nd JifJertiet. · · · ~ · · · 1 · 

I ' 

Bat to 61Cw tfWre .-.. M- cHr«afr· 6t· poft 
in cbtnch or fiate ·that could exeritpt one fro~ 
being treaJed after t,h~mo(} baJ:bac:ous manoer~ 
"W1tt> "\tim~ 'aor· colh'e: tn 1o. · t~ ,rrti:ttsaq 
'lntafutes ·~f cbOthih'it~, f ihtlt tnftatu:~ 'IIi :Ot. 
11\'Ritutn ·bHhbrp of li~!n, who -'Wit~ fo ~'U'Ch 
·bO'Dotlr fappotted the -d)gnity of lord keep-er 
'BJtder king j'amts, and loft the !eals with as. 
·~llt hono_ur under k'ing C1Jofl~s, f~ htvihg 
joined with other patriotS in (Jppoliog ·1he dub 
of /Juc1Jnghttm ht ·patliimmt •: -aay; he _half 
110t only t~ feahl · tlkk~ froiD him, bu·t wn 
'80t allowikt H) do Ins · ll'otrrage to tbe king 
with tbe rc!ft-ofthe!fplritu*l Jordt at the eoro­
aatioit, Jtlld to extcute his oflke as dean of 
IY~,. ia aflilMng· ~t k j aad after that 

• Hii. of E~l.•i_;, :vot. )• p~ I 4• 

•• 
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"'IGS denied- a parJ,iameat.uy &.nlilone: :wbich 
. tho'· ~t la.Ll, upoa a •• ia .J*lian.t, It 
. wu ~aiDed, ,._ he .llad • f*tiraslu. cllafge 
. from tlae lord ~ oot to appear iD pna. 
aod it tNS whla Ccae diJiiculty thar he got 
leuc to make a proxy •. Bat what flfe¥Okecl 
·the coert maR. was, that 1\c had the hootfiy 
and courage, while the court-bHhope .anti 
dergy were jufiifyi~g the Jting's levying mQney 
·•tthout parJi~nt, to declare agaioft the 
Joan {which obH~d people to pay after· th& 
iate of four fubfid.lesaod three fifteenths) This 

·~cafioned an information of other matters tc. 
·\e prefered agalnft him ia the ftar-cbamber~ 
-aDd other hardtbips to be put on him by the 
~rt. Bot that which eff'eetuaJly ~td his 
'hftoefs was, that he aBed like a chrifiian and 
protefiaot, and a true promoter of the king'i­
u well as the kingdom's real intereft, in pre· 
•entlng the fubjetls from being ruined .by the· 
ecc)efiafilcal'courts for mauers of opinion, and 
their atfetlions aJienated from the prince : and· 
lberefore he advifed Dr. Lamb dean of the· 
arches, Dr. Sibthn-p, and fo~e proClors,. who· 
were at dinner with him at Bugtltn, ' to take-

1 
· ~oft' their heavy hands from the puritans; in• 

4 iormiog-them that his majefty intended here:.. 
I· 
!~ . 

. .. 
. • Rift. o£E,gt p. z8,.311e. 

• aftat 
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' after to ufe them . with more miidn'efs, as a 
1 confrderable patty tbtt·had· ioftuenc~ on· th.e 
' parliament, without whofe:afliRance the king 
1 could not comfortably fupply 1\is neceffities : 
• adding, diat the king had c<immunlcated to 

• him; by his own mouth, his refolotion of 
' dealing more gently with men of that opi­
'aioo•.' 

Some years after tqls advice, _an informatica. 
.was giv:en in the fiar-chamber, by Lamb .and 
$i/;thorp, that the -bifhop did give great difc~ 
ragement to their proceedings again£\ the pu­
ritans, and that he .. afked Lamb whether the 
puritans did. not pay loan-money t; to whicb. 
he anfwered, they did coofonn in that part, but 
.that nevertheJefs they were puritans, DOt COD• 

formable to the churcJt. To· which the bilhop 
replied, lf they pay their msntJ fo readily tfJ tht 
lint, the puritans ort the ling's b!fl fubjetls, au 
lam fore they will tarry all at lojl. But as to 
this information, either the matter was tho'ught 
too frivolous, or even fuch a poor ftory WaQt• 

ed fufficient evidence to fupport it ; and there­
fore the attorney-general let fall this bill, and 
preferred another again£\ tbe bUhop for tam· 

• F.l/~r'a Church Hiftory, p. r 55. 
t Hiftory of EngiiUitl, vol. 3· p. 84. · 

periog 
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peeing with the klag's witneJfcs iD this very 
caufe, which himfelf had dropt. 

' 

All the vilefi meth~~s_w~n; nft;d to frighten 
the bUhop's witnelfes, .and fome of them not­
permitted, after a long and cl~fe iq1prifonment,_ 
to have their liberty, till they owned. under . 

• ther hands, crimes both againfi: th~mfelves and 
- the hi !hop.; which afterwards they denied on 

their oaths; while no e~ceptions were allowed 
againfi the king's witnelfes~ but their·· credit 
was to be elleemed facred in all they avered 
or depofed for 'he kiog. But -I · refer the 
reader to Hadut' s life o£ Williams, to fee what 
villainous infiruments, perjuries, fuborna­
tions, expunging_ and raiing of records were 
made ufe of by his grand adverfary Laud to. 
ruin his benefatl:or, whofe greateft crime was, 
that he had been fo iofirumental-in pnJerriog 
fo vile and ungrateful a man. 

Indeed the whole management did appear 
fo very grofs to the parliament, that they not 
only ordered aU the records relating to that 
foit to be o~literated, but it did hafi:en, as the 
hifiorian t obferves, if _not chiefly caufe the · 
fuppreffion 'of the court of fiar·chamber •. 
The judgment was {uitable to all the reft of 

t Ibid. 
the 
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t1ao-proceedings.; for the bilhep was fined tea­
thoufand poun<H. fufpeaded 11 Mlrjltio l:l '!{foi'• 
.and to be imprlfoned during the king's plea-_ 
fOre. Befidts tbis, lte was condemned to pay 
tO Sir y,m, ~wfon ·a thoufand marks., for 
faying that the order, be and (ome other 
jaftic:es made agairrft Prigto7J, a witnefs of the 
bifhop~s, ~s a po&lttt-ordtr, and made iA aa 
ian. 

This ~itmrweaeet~fed, ill order to inn­
lltlatebis. teiliJDooy, of ha\'iog a baftard, which 
was baadod at L#uolfl a5zes between him arid 
;mother• ; ODe feffioos fathering it on him, 
the next clcarlog him froQl it, tlle third· re· 
turalng lt upon him agaiD ; which order was 
agaia dimlmcl by the ting's btncb, and Pri­
E"" cltarecl from the d!ilcJ. And becaJJfe the 
biAiop's fvftots concernecl themfelvcs in be­
half of Prigmr, therefore their mafier was not 
only condemned, as above-mentioned, for 
tampering with witncffi:s, but three of them­
were Jikewife fined, and ooe in oo lefs than a · 
thoufand marks\ and Lau.d ma.de a fpeech of. 
~lmo.ft an hour long in the fiar-c:hamber, to 
aggravate the crime, · and yet at the fame time 

· pretended he had been five tjmes ~ his knees 
to the king in the bi1hop's behalf. 

• R~!Ji.w. abn!dg. vo!. z. p. 3 17, &c. 
The 

1 



Tbc -~P 4ur.iclg· his~ imprifowacnt 
~- the. ·f'ow,., w~ch, wu abo~t· four Jarr. · 
w.as esami~d ~0 a. .. ~~ o£ :~~cs of 1. 
flleets, written on ~ ~. in. order ~ ~ 
prive him of his bilhoprick•. One article was, 
'Ehat aU boO• ~ by'his ~ chap­
bins, as Chrtnl and Sa/a, popHh books, with · 
Manwaring's fermons, ar~ prefu_IJ)ed. by all 
true fubjeas to be orthod<n!~ and agreeable to . 
found religion. This the•billiop utterly de~ 
Dk£\, ;&O.d .Wt>rul~e4 ~t theq i,lnplldfQCe: to 
propound fu.cb a.n .ar_ti~ ~o hun. . 

... ... c.. . 

Another article related to tb~ licenfing of . 
~l wbida he: faid,. '' b-~:ooly to-bi­
.• , fuops, and to-•11 bi'fbops aUk«! ;aDd DOt tel tbeia- • 
"fervants: however, his Grace had 1bQ1Bed 
"·1a his chaptams ifl · the Ia& printed fiu. 
•'1:1'tamber decree!'p' But more frivolous weriC 
the enfuitig atticles: · . · 

Tbat he had ·called a book i&tided, A C••l 
frwn t!M.AittJ,., a- pamphlet; 

\ • , • j 

That he faid·, that_ all _Befi:t iJ;t' England had ' 
corrupted their ways. · 

Thar 
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That he faid ftoffingly_t he ·had heard of.. a 
-mother·church, but not of a mother-chapel •. 
meaning the ·king•s; to ·wb~n:au··cbufclieS in'' 
cerentohy were tO'conform. 

That he had wickedly jefted on St.:Martin•s 
hood. · 

That he faid, the people are not to be lathed 
by -~very man's whip. 

'that he f.&KJ, dtiog ~ national coaocll for 
it, ·that the people are God's and the kiog's, · 
aod not the prieft's people. 

That he does not allow priefts to jeer, and 
make invetl:ives againft the people. 

. . . 
It fu~s what: a temper his adverfaries were 

of, ·~be~ .t~ey tho~ght t~e(e artic~es of fu~h a . • 
criminai nature, as that a bi(hop might. be . 
deprived for them: and it likewife lhows what 
a regard they had to the charaCl:€r of a bi.lhop, 
when of five perforis who ~re ·to lit judges of 
his doCl:rine, with a power to deprive him of 
his ~ifuoprick, three of thtm were lay·doc­
tors: And tho' the bithop objeCted againft 
his lay-judges, yet this was over· ruled, and he 
as one of the king's fubjetl:s required to make 
his anfwer. 

AU 
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All that had been hitherto done againtl the 
hllhop of !-incoln did not fatisfy the malice of 
his enemies, bat they caufec,f him to be fined 
again five thoufand pound to the king, and 
tlwee thoufaod pound to archbifhop Laud; 
becaufe forfooth one Osbaldijlon, a fchoolmaf· 
ter at Wtjlminjler, writ letters to him, where. 
in were thefe words : The little vermin, th1 
urJJm, and hQcus p1ctts, is this jlormy Chri.ftmar 
at varitrnet witb the lt'Vit~than •. .And the wit" 
oeii'es againft the bUhop were his two krvants, 
who were before confined in the court of ftar­
chamber for tampering with \vitnetres; whereof 
one was his fecretary t, " who the bilhop 

· ., faid bad a commiffion to open his letters ill 
u his abfence ; and if any focb letters were 
.; found in his boufe, they were laid up and 
"' concealed by his fecretary ; and tho' he had 
" receiY(d fu& letters, no Jaw direaed t~ 
" fubjea to bring to a jufiice· of the peace 
•'. enigmas or riddles, but plain, literal aod 
u grammatical libels againfi a known and 
•' tlearly decyphere~ perfon .: and that Of­
u baldijlon denied that he deflglled a-rchbifhop 
~' Laud and the .treafurer Wyl.on by thofe 
~' words, but depofed on oath he meant other 

• Fuller's Church Hlftory, p. 165. 
t Rujhw. abridg. vol. 3• p. 1 i, &c. 

VOL.IU. N "per· 
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" perfqns, whom 'twas proved he ufed to caH 
c• by thofe riames." But this did no more ex­
cure the bilhop than the fchoolmafl:er, who 
wa& finell 'coo J. to the king, and to pay 
sooo J. to the archbi1hop, deprived of llll {pi­
ritual dignities .and promotions, a"nd his ears 
nailed to the ,piiiOFy iil the prefence of his 
fcholars. If m~n lhould .be fcrved fo oow for 
railing, not oQiy in e~gmas and ridclles, but ­
openly a~d .plainly, at an archbilhop, there 
would fcarce be a high·churola prieft .in the 
kingdom with -any ears on. 

But aU this- ~id _pot put an e~d to the bilhop 
of Lincoln's troJlblc:s ~; for there was a new 
information of ten a~ticlcs drawn up agaioft 
him, tho' for the main thq were hilt ~.con­
feqoenc~ ~nd dedualons of thefuppofed for~er 
fault, in tampering with witncifes, _.for which. 
he had been fo feverely cc:nfured before. But 
the broils with Scotltmd, and other things in­
tervening, put a fiop to this profecution; and 
not long after this tamperer with wjtiU.fles was 
made archbiihop of 1'irk. · 

But the higheft pofl: in the cburch;the me­
tropolitical fee of all Engltmd, in a reign fu P'" 
pofed fo tender of the rights of t~e clergy, 

• F.Utr'a Chun:h Hiflory, p. 165. 
4 could 

1 
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could.not fecure the good and wife archbilhop 
AbHt from being treated very inhumanly, oo11 
for rcfufing to licenfe a ·fermon of Dr. Sib• 
ihlrp's, which dire8Jy fubverted the whole 
conllitutloo,.. and detlroyed all property; in 
maiutaining that the king had a divine right 
eo impofe taxes without COIIfent ~of oparliament, 
and that the fubjea, on pain of dalllllatiOo, 
was obiiged to pay them; and this be termed 
apoftolical obedience. Nolhing could fatisfy 
good king Charlts, but that the an:hbilhop 
moll licenfe this fermon ; which when he re­
fofed to do, the king fc:nt him menace. on 
.nenace, in order to £1 ight him to a com. 
pliance; and Laud, the~ bitho,p-of St. /)avids, 
was ordered by the king to anfwcr the reafons, 
wbkh the archbilhop, who was then lick at 
Lamhtb, fent to the king to excufe himfelf f<;>r 
not licenfiog Sibth•rp's fermon: and for this 
forvice he was made a privy councellor. But 
the ktng being fenfible how little his champion 
was able to cope with the archbHhop, would 
notfoffer him to have a copyof!oud's anfwer, 
or even to read it himfelf; and when he found 
the archbi4hop was immMable, he not only 
forbad him meddling with the high commif­
fion, but banilhed aod confined him to an old · 
boufc of his near C.tlttrbiUJ. · But feeing tbis 
difgracc aacl CODfiaemeot did aot break the 

N 2 heart 
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heart of the good old man, miferably :UBiacd 
with gout and fione, nor make him aCl: againft 
his coofcience, there was a commitlion granted 
to Laud and fome other bilhops t~ try him f()r 

an irregularity, for which he had been acquit-: 
ted {even years before by bilhop And,.m1, Sir 
Edward Colt and others •, whom king james 

had impowered to.try him for this very thing. 
Bot 'tis not tlrange he lhonld be now found 
goilty and fufpcnded, when his judges were 
to be introtled with his archiepifcopal power. 

The good archbHhop h01d the fatisfaaion to 
fee thefe doarines he rcfufed to licenCe difap· 
proved by the king himfclf, in the proclama­
tion be fet forth for calling in Ma,wt1ri11g's 

fermons : But the world, which faw how foon 
after be had preferments heaped on him, could 
no more believe the king was in earnefi, thaa 
Monwaring himfelf was when he made his re• 
c:antation, efpecially when they faw this prac .. 
tifed with relation 10 others, and that Melli• 
f~' t, foon after a proclamation tocenmhia 
for his book, had letter• .patenta for .a b1-
-6oprick. 

• F.Jiw's Chun:b Hitlory. 
t Hia. of Engii#IJ, Yol. )• P• 51., U• 

s The' 
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Tho~ thefe were the deep policies of the 
_ wurt at that time. yet the arch~ilhop had the 
fatisfaaion ro fee the parliament very moch it\ 
eunefi in approving what he did, by cenfuring 
both Sibth'orfs aod Ma.'lwaring's fermons : 
And the articles on which the latter was im• 
peached by the commons and condemned by 
the lor~&, were •, 

J. That he laboured to infufe into the con- -
frience of the king, that his p.lwer was not 
limited by law; which king Ja""s in his fpeech 
t.o the parliament called tyranny, yea tyranny 
~ccompanied with perjury. 

' 2. Th~t be endeavoured to perfuade the 
COnfcieliCCS of the fubjeas, that they are QOUOd 

te obey. illegal commands; }Ca be duoas them 
for oot obeying them. 

3· He r_obs the fubje&s Of the pr.opricty of 
their goo~. 

, + He eodcnoars to Jet a diYifioo betweea 
tbe head and membcn, and between tbe me_...· 
ben themfclves. · 

• 'Hill. of Eeg!. P• S 1. 

Nl 
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S· That like F41ft\'and his followers he fedtt 
to blow up parliameatt aod puliamentary 
powers. 

· Are not all the prcachera of ab(olute power 
in the prince, and U1llfmited obedience in the 
fubjec!ts, guilty cA tbefe. damnable crimes r 
What can more effeflual!y blow up parlia• 
ments, and all parliamentary powers, than 
making the llvea and fortunes of all the good 
ptople of England depend on the wilJ and plea· 

- fure of a lingle perfon? Suc:b a precarious· 
tC<nure makes us all TurliJfiaves, and not free­
born Engii}bmtn : and confequently the preach­
ieg up that doarine is the greateft trcafoa 
that can be againft the conftitotioo. 

If the clergy tbemfelves, even the greateft 
of them, bilhops and archbUhopa, were fa 
barbaroufiy dealt with, that would not come 
in to the ~arbitrary,meafures of high church. 
we can't think the laity had better ·ufage, ancl' 
therefore I lhall only give an iollaoce or tw~ 
of their treatment. Li~ and 1l'btn1. 
were put into the ftar-chamber CQDrt, for 
printing feditious books contrary to the d~ 
of that court • : but rcfufing to take the oath 

! ¥w· abridg. 'fol. a. p. 3H~ 
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,:r D/JitiD, and infifiing that no man was obliged 
to accufe himfelf, and that impofing this oath 

· was contrary to the rights offreeborn Engli/h­
'mn~, were for their refufal fet, in the pillory, 
and fined soo /. each, and Lilhourn whipped 
from the Fleet to the pillory ; where for 
the liberty of fpeech that he took,·and for 
difperfing of fome pamphlets faid, tho' oever 
proved, to be feditious, he was by order of the 
court offiar-chamber gag'dduring the refidue 
of the i:ime he was to ftand in the pillory, and 
afterward ordered to be laid alone in the wards 
of the prifon, where none but the meanefi fort 
arc put, with double irons on his hands and 
legs, and none permitted to refort to him, and 
all letters, writings and books brought to hisn 
to be fcized and delivered to the court. 

Wbeu his judges were impeached in parlia­
ment for this fenteuce, the cruelty of his being 

· whipt from the F/111. to W!ftmi,yitr, where he: 
had at lean 1 soo ftripcs, was much infafted 
oo. 'Twas urged, ' That even in Fraflt~ the 
• judges would allow no more than 13 blows 
• to a prieft, who bad perfuaded a poor maid 
' that St. Frafl€is had a mind fucb a night to 
•lie with her, and fo feigning of himfelf St. 
' Francis, was taken in bed with her : and that 
' for the pillory, tt was not defigncd for 
'gentlemen as Mr. Lilil•urn was, bot was firft 

N ~ 'invent· 
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6 invented for mountebanks and cheats~ to cx­
•·ak tbem in the fame kind as they bad exalted 
~ themfel~cs upon benches aad forms to abufc 
• the people.' And whether this reafon does 
DOt extend tO mountebanks in divinity, when 
1teing exalted in their wooden boxes, they 
abufe the ~ople with feditious difcourfes, l 
1eave the reader to judge. 

The next infiance I fhall produce, to thew 
that no fiation could exempt a mao, in thofc 
ble.lfcd times, from beiug prolecuted contrary 
to all Jaw and jufiice, ilieill be of Sir John E 1-
/iGt, Mr.. Denzil H~l/is, and . fever.al other. 
members of ttte houfe of commons, wbo:Wera 

- Jrocec:ded againft in the fiar- ch;uaber fur U­
~erty of fpeech, fa elf~tial to all parl~ame~tal')'! 
d::bates: but after they had lain in prifon abou.t 
l:alf a year, the procefs againll them in that 
court was let f:1ll, and they were profecured 
in the Icing's b~nch, where the defendants put 
.in a plea to the jurifdiclion of rhe cotJrt ·• ~ 
which being over-ruled~ judgment pall againll 
each of them on a 11ibil dicil; and Sir John EJ. 

• liot was fined 2ooo/. Hollis xooo marks, &c. 
and every one of them to be imprifoned during 
the king's pleaf1:1re, and Dot to be delivered 

out 
L 

' 
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out of prifon without giving fecurity'for thei£­
good behaviour, and owning their offence:­
which rather than do, like good patriots, theJ 
. wer.e content te fuffirr a long imprifonment 
(where feveral Gf them died) before they woal4 
betray the rights or par lament. 

This li.beFty of fpeecb was looked Oil as a 
.-eater crime in EJ/iot than others•, becaufc­
:he had before been enjoined .filcncc in t~ 
boofe, by a command· of the king, deliverecl 
~ by the fpeaker; and had befDi bei:>rc im· 
prifooed for p•efoming'to coacero himfclf, tho" 
by order of the houfe, in the impeachment of 
the duke of Buclingham t, and for whi<:h he 
obtained a vote of tbe houfe that he bad DOl 

dc~ded his. cummillioo : and he was after 
t~at commiued prifoaer to the Gtktt&uft t, fot 
IIOt cOmplying with the demanci of the toan •. 
and his petition for his difcharsc was rejca:d,. 

'What provoked high-church chiefly againft 
EllitJt, was reAecHng on that paFt of the king'$ 
declaration prefixed to the 31fi article, where: 
'tis affirmed, If t~trt be any d1Jimice in opi• 
nion conrernint tht intwprtt.ation of tlu ortidtl,.. 
tht wsvacaJiQif l#Js pow1r to fittll thoft dijputes t .. 

• Hillory of E,g/,,J; P· 4?• t Ibid. p. 23, 24-
t Ibid. p. 37• I Ibid. ('· 4-7»- & 5+ 

:N .s · Ttris 
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This he faid was giving them a power bJ­
which popery might be introduced : and tb~ 
commons were fo fenfible of the fatal confc· 
quences that miaht attend religion if the con­
vocation was trufted with fuch a power, that 
they entered a ~rotdlation againft it. 

Thus it was that all forts of people were 
oppreffed and ruined, without any more regard 
to their ftalion or charaaers, than t~ law or 
juftice ; and the jttdget were fo miferably over­
awed, that if a man did not ftand right in the 
opinion of la11d aod hit minio~, he 'was te 

expec.'l no right in ll'tjlmin}ltr·hall,: and it was 
urdy, very rarely, that they durft fend any 
prohibitions to · the ecclefiaftical courts, how 
much. foeYer they exceeded thek bounds, evea 
tho• the ecclefiaftical hi£h·commiffion court 
look to themfelves a pow.er of fining and im­
prifoning. And the coort of co.mmon pleas 
fending a role, in Sir Giles Allingtou's cafe, to. 
the high commiffion, to 1hew caufe why a 
prohibition filould not be granted, was, fays 
my author •, 'fo bold a ftroke in tbofe days, 
• when the clergy had got tbe . whole power of 
• the kingdom in their hands, t~at the king 

• himfcJf interpOfed, and ~y the lOJ"d keepc~r 

• R4~v. abridg. vol. :. p. 87; 
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• reprimanded the judges; . and Laud, tlleo 
• bifhop of London, threatened to ex.communi-
• ate them in his own diocefe, and to declare. 
• it at P1111fs n-ifs, in' cafe the arcbbifhop of 
• Ctmttt:lnry did not do it in his province! 
Which fo overawed the judgel, that they, left 
Sir Giks to the mercy of the high commiffioo 
court, wMre eight bHhops and four civilians 
fined him 1 ~ooo I. to the kinifo ' · 

. My lord CltJr111i1n fays •, • It can't be de­
' nied, that by ·the great power of Come bUhopt' 
'at court, the high commiffioa court had ' 
' ,mach over8owc:d its baoks, not oaly by med· 
' dling with things not within their. coglir­
' zance, but extencling their judgments .in mat-' 
5 • ters triable before them beyond that · degree· 
' that was ju"ifiable 1 and arew to ~ve fo 
' great a contempt of the cc:Jmmoo Ia_,, an<l 
' the profefi'or• of it, that prohibitiobs from· 
'the fuprcme courts of law, which have·aoa· 
' muft have tbc fuperioteodency o11er aU iofe~ ' 
' rior cour&s, were not only negleaed, but the 
• judges repreheodecl for grantiDg them, which 
' without perjury they couJ4. not deny; and 
' the lawyers difc:ountenanced for moving 
• •hem, which they were obliged in duty to do; . 
• fo that thereby the clergy made almoft the . 

• :Vol. J, p. iu, ui. . . N 6 'whole 
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')V.hole profeffion,. if opt their· en~ies, -,et 
' very undevotcd to U1em. Them it grew from 
'an eccldiaftical ~to a GOOFt of rovcue• 
~ and impofcd gc:eat· tines; whi.cb Q!ll.lr.C. pf 

· ' fining w.as much morc.fr-eqpent,. aad .cbe·bu9 
' heavior afr.er the ki081 bad graA&&d all tbar 
• roV-cnue, whatfQever it lho.uld prOIVe~, to be 

. ' imploxed for the reparation of P atif's:chur-ch. • 
And in another plac.e he fays •, ' ~bar the 
·• peevHh fpirits. oi' fome elergyrmn, h_ad taken 
'.great: paios to al1eaate the profefl'tOa of the 
c oommoo. law from tbem ; aod that OltMrs· 
•·bcflieved· the tlraitaing lhe profefiioo of that 
' law mol\ nece&rily ialarge ttJe jarifdia.\on 

. • e£ the charch. Hen«., fays lit, arofe their 
' bold aad unwarrantable oppo(lllg prohibi­
~ tions, and other proceedings of law in behalf 
'·of the ecclefiaftical ·courts.' .At~d thm odds,. 
q never yet fpoke with one clergyman, who 
' hath had the experience of both litigations-,· 
' that hath not iogenuoufiy confefl"ed, he had 
• rather, ~n refpea of hit trouble, charge, aod' 
'fatisfaaion to his nnderftanding, hue three 
• tt1its depe11ding in W'.fltni'!fltr-holl, than one 
' in the arche':. or any other ecclefl.alticakourt ... 
•Tis vifl.ble from this great man's opiaion, how 
natural a 'tendency the principles ofhigh-churcb 

11 -Vol. J. B. -t• p. :4•, %.f.Z .. 
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•» Oa-r fi'Q])QK.T fbais gar 
haft to-lead tltc dergy.iato a contempt of tbr 
COIIHIIOO law, aod the p1ofe80u. oHt; aod io 
c:oofeqqeac.e tO: traillpk upou all tbc dghis of 

. tlae'ptoP,l~ nidure Gbly·lecurecl ·bJ a~­
admioi!}raliolt o£ that Jaw. . . . . 

. . 
Had not higb .charch beta coati_aaaUr 

prea~i•g. up, that Wnp are fuperiM to-!'11' 
1KIDlaDi laws. -.. hiWiDfl })y-divia.e tifJht an a8-
i0luu IIJ'OWCI ewer tk propcrtiea of Dbcir fub­
jelts, . 1-aot nti~y- pl(r{ulded kiQs .CJ.rks's 
,.._ .baQ BQt. beeQ lbllaed with. fo many alt9 
of Ci19freffioe:P w-hich weff cnore an greater 
than the people _£elt ~n an.y, I IJligbt Almolk 
:y~ure t() fay in all the reigR& ftace th.c ce•· 
queLl ~ill \hat time. Is one Jet~ the- Jc:;og 'de­
mallds IOC?OOO l .of rb,. QtJ oi LA1f!M,- by way· 
o£ loan ;-and. not ool.J' f()(cea them to pay· h, · 
but io fit put t.w~tJ ~-'If warM thftr owa• 
upence t· Beades .other taxes impofcd by his 
owJuu•hofit), my 1om Clur,n.a'• fays •, 'Sup-o · 
• elemcn~l a£b Q€ Oatc ,wcra macle to .fupply 
• Jlef«\ of. l~w~; .fO tD~nage and pe~age-, 
~ p!Ki ~or d:aties . upoa mcrchanEJ.rzts, •\vere 
• 4~~cllcd bJ .ot.Gr of the board, wbicl\ W 
c been l,)Ofitively. rc:fuied to be fettled by aa of 
' tt'liaB~CDt, and DO\¥ gJcateJ bnpofstioD laid: 

l R11jhtw. ~ift • .C,oll. abridg. yo). r. ll• a( 7_, 26~. 
_ U.,ni,il s Hlll. B .. 1., ·p.:s,-t, ,.,.,. . · 

'eo 
J 
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1 on trade. Obfolete laws were re'ri\'ed aad' 
1 rigoroufiy cliCCated,. tliz, Foreft laws and 
' knighthood (which laft obliged all perfoas 
that bad for the three ]aft three yean 40 I. PI". 
t~n11•m in their hands, or for their afe, to re• 
ceive the order of knighthood] And be adds, 
• That oo lcfs unjoft projdls of all kinds, 
a many ridiculo01, maoy fcaodalous, and alt 
• very grievous, were kt oa foot; and that 
•:the . coaocil-cham~r and ftar-cbambcr held 
I for hOQOUf&ble that Which pmafcd, aDd for 
c juft mat which profited ; aod, bciug the fame 
' perfoas ia feveral rooms, grew both coarrs 
• e>f law to determine right, and courts of 
• revenue to bring money 1irrto the treafury r 
' the cooncil-t~tblc by proclamatiorr enjoining 
· • to the people what was not enjoined by the 
' law, and pl'()hibiting what was nor prohibit· 
• cd 1 and the ftar chamber · ceofuriog the 
• breach of thofe prOC.amatioas by very JarF 
• Jines aad impriMlmeat t : And thet there 
'were very few perfons of .qaatity who had 
' not fu&red or been perplexed by the weight 
'and feu of thofc judgments aad ceofuret; 
• and that no mao- could hope to be longer 
' free from ~e in'lUifitioo of that court, than 
' he rcfolved 'to fubmit to extraordlnarJ 
! c:ourfes.• 
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·A tyrasny made familiar by Tong ufet fs 
lb'IIGh ea1ier to be borne than a new one : a uli 
therefore the Englijh, the f~eft people in the 
world, mutf be in a terrible conRernation and 
confufioo, when they found themfelvcs all of a 
{uddeo overwhelmed with a vaft inundatioo, 
of oppreffion of all kinds; and that the Jaw~ 

~ inflead of redretliog tbefe grievances, ~as per· 
verted by mercenary judges, to entail fiavery 
on themfelves and their pot1erity; And· that the 
parliament, wliicb was their Taft refuge, when. 
it met, whicli was very feldom, was coilftaotlJ 
iofulted, and the members upon its uofeafon­
able difoiotion were fined aDd imprifooed.­
duriog the king"s pleafure : And 'that martial 
law wu pra!Hfed in time of peace, and projeas. 
oo foot for bringing in foreiga force, and the 
cliurch in a wor(e condition than the .fiate, bJ 
the clergy's carrying their ecclefiaRical tyranny 
higher than ever it was io tbefe kiogdoms·io 
the times of popery {to which they were dail1 
making advances) by thefe two courts ot in­
quifitioo, the higb-commiffioo, and the ll:ar­
tha~ber, which. ioaified fuca terrible pueiJh­
meots, as that death itfelf,. compared with 
them, ought to be ell:eemed a. favour. And a 
mao lDUfi be ll:rangely in love with life, who 
would not prefer dying before the fuff'erings 
wbidl bigh·churdl iDBitled OA the reverend 

. J),. 
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• Dr. Oolll, or even Mr. j1hn[on, tho' they 
efcaped feveral of the cruel.~ies that the Bar­
chamber ufed to infli~ on clergymen; fuch as 
nailing of ears to the pillory, cutting them oft", 
llitting of nofc:s; branding them in the face with 
hot irons. And I can't but think Mr. 'ruuhi" 

· was very much in the right, who rather than 
endure the whippings, to which Jtjferies, ia 
the bloody affizes of the TP1f, condemned him, 
upon no other pretence than not owning his 
right name, petitioned king JomtS in the fol­
lowing manner : ' That he humbly conceiYes 
' that the fentence pall on him by Jtjferiu is 
' worfe than death , and therefore humbly 
• prays your majefiy will be mercifully pleafed 
' to grant him the favour of being hangeJ 
,. with thofe of his fellow· prifoncrs that are 
' condemned to die j and till then your pe-
e titioner, & c · •. ' 

Bot it not be)ng tbe bufinefs ol this paper 
a confider the cruelties oi thofe reigns, when~ 
tllit· king's beaeb ~pplied .the want of the ftar· 
c:ftarnber,. by impofing immoderate fines, and 

· iaftieting exceffiye corporal punilbments; l 
ltall refume the tbreact of my difcourfe, rela· 
tiog to the cruehies of' the high commHiio~ 
and the .llar-chamber, wher-e if there bappeoed 

•· If"~,., Mart;prology, p. u5 • .. . , . 
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to t;e· any difference as to the degree of punUh­
ment, tht ecdefiafiicks ufoally voted with 
tbofe who were. for the fevereft. Nay, I tha11 
give an ioftance where L6ud had not aathority 
enough to get ooe man to join with him in the 
punHhing of a man, and that was in the cafe 
of Gi/librand an almaoack·maker, who was by 
his order put into the high commiffion courr~ 
for leaving out of his calendar the names of the 
popifh faints, and putting in tliofe of the pro­
tenant martyrs •. Aad tho' at the.hearing of 
the caufe it appeared it was the fame with FoJr'l 
authorifed calendar, and that almanacks of that. 
teind had been fOt-merl'y printed ; for wbicb 
reafon Gil.'ibrand was .ac.quitted· by archbifhop. 
Alnt, and all the ·re.fi of the court; yet Laud 
WOUld by DO m~ans Confent, . and cried, fi1 

grlmr htrftlf had mnp/4ined to him t{ this alma­
tiac!t, uhith gavt great oj/inct to thoji if her fl• 
ligion, arrd thmJirt he hoped it foould not pafs un ... 
pimijhtd in that lourt. And when be faw .ho • 
could not prevail, he told the almaoack· maker. 
with a great deal of fury, .You have tnrJde afac-· 
ti,, in this co!lrt,fir whilh yo• ought to !Jt pu-. 
nijhed; and then threatened him with a fecond 
prOfecutioo, which put the poor man into a 
fever, of which he died. This was more 

• La•i'• trial by PrJn•, p. 183• 184, SOJ, ~o6. 
CeQ. 
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fcandalous than preferring Dr. Potllingtbn.­
wbo hid fo (candaloufiy libelled the pl'Oteftao• 
martyrs ; for which, a'l has been already· eb-> 
ferved, he was cenfared in parliament. 

Laud, wlietherlt was to promote his intereft 
at court, -or for any other motiVe, appeared ro. 
great a favourer of popery and· popifh books, 
that even while he was bHhop ofLond•n ho­
was petitioned againft by the pPinrers· antl 
bookfellers, for rdlralniog books written a­
gainll popery; and they complained that 
diters of them were in the hands-Of purfivantS: 
for printing againft popery; and that the 
books againft it were not allowed by him or 
his chaplains; who had then the fOlc liceo1Ulg 
~fbook.s ~ 

fn a word, LauJ's chief de1ign was td ad~ 
vance tbe ecclefaaillcal power above the law of 
the land (one of the articl~ on which he waa 
iMpeaChed) And' therefore while he was aim ... 
iog at a papal power himfelf, aff'el\iog to be 
called· His Holintfl, and' Mojl H•/y Fat!Nr, and 
&mmsts Pontift~ t, titles niGh cullom has­
appropriated to the pope ; and fcveral as Bat .. · 
terioa tides, aa .lrthangtlus,. Ct "' g.ui{l nimis 

• R•fo<w~ i~ fol. voJ. •· p. 65 )• 
t Hey/itt' a Life of L4t~i, p. 1.97. 

' I 
. I 
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Spiritll &IIllo tffufi./Ji1114 plmus t : 'tis no won• 
der be were no friend to . the pope's fupremacy 
or infallibility. But for the other popUh doc­
trine$ which ferved to fet up_ an Eng/ijh popery. 
we need go no farther than his life writtea 
by his own chaplain Heyli;,, to fee bow ready 
Jte was to fuour all who promoted them, and 
how feverely he treated all who oppofed them ; 
the books of the ranketl: papiRs being eitfler­
licenfed by his chaplains, -or approYed f>y 
hlmfelf; and nOt only new books agaioft popery 
were hindered from being publilbed, or called 
1n, and patragcs againft popery deleted in others 
( o( which yon havca large account in p,.,_,.•a 
hiftory of his trial) but the beft proteftant 
ones, as were formerly licenCed hy authority, 
were oot permitted to be reprinted : fuch as 
Fox'• Aas twJ MontmUIIIs (of which every 
churck is obliged to llave,oae) Dr. TPilllt, and 
&he famous bilbop JtWtfs works; nay even 
the Pratrice of p;,,,, wbich had been printed 
fix and thirty times, could oot now obtain a 
DCW licence. And had not his creature bUhop 
Wrm, the fame de1ign, when he put this into 
the articles of his vifitation, Cfhat tht ~h.,.J,­
tAlartkns;,. iv1r1 parijh if his di•ufi jboultl ;,. 
pirt wbtthtr fl111 ptr/MJ trt/IITIIIIl to- t•ll '.1 

:t Hi.llol')t of~s O'Oublc~, p. Z$.f,.l2).' 

rtligifll 
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rtligion at thtir tables, and in their families? 
Since fuch a grofs ignorance as thie mufi caufe,. 
would' as much he! p to briog in popery, as the 
refiraint of protefiant beoks. . . 

: The befi argument Hey/in h'as · to prove 
Laud was no papift, was his marrying the earl 
of Devorjhit·e !O my lord Rich's 'Yife, while he· 
\vas alive, and not divorced a vinculo matri· 

~oni.i"'" ; which he fays may ftrve for a fofficient 
orgumem that he was no papijl, nor cordially of· 
fieted to that religion. But whether he was fo 
or no, I refer the reader to wbat this chaplaill 
of his fays concerning the projeCI: of the uni01i 
with the pap.ifis ; which he does not deny his 
Grace was concerned iQ t· 

: But becaufe he is magnified by high -church 
for ·his great fervice to king and' chord, I 
fball fuew from my lord Cl~r«ndon, thar be 
was the chief caufe-of the ruin of both. For 
he owns, 'That when he was made archbifuop 
•• (w.hich was in 1633-) it was a time of great 
• eafe and tranquillity: . The king had made 
• hilnfelf fuperior to all thofe difficulties lie 
• had to contend with, and was now revc­
~ renced. by all his· neighbours ; the general 
6 .temper and humour of the kingdom little 

• HIJJin'• life Of La•JJ p. S3; t Ibid. p. 238. 
i incli.oed 

l 
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~ • inclined to the papift, and Jefs to the puritan 

' -The church was not repined at, nor the-leaft 
c inclination fhewn to alter the government or 

' difci pline thereof, or to change the dothine ; · 
' nor was there at that time any conliderablc 
' number of perfons of any valuable conditio~ 
' throughout the· kingdom who did will} 
' either : and the caufe of fo prodigious . • 
' change in fo few years after, was too vilible 
'from the effdh; the archbifhop's heart was 
' fet upon the advan~ement of the church, 
• &ct.' Then he goes. on to dedare wha·t 
methods he took to bring about fo prodigiou$ 
a change, and fays, ' He provoked men of all 
' qualities and conditions, who agreed in no­
' thing elfe but their averfion to him •: And 
how could it be otherwife, fince he concerned 
himfelf in eve;y thing; and, as C/arendm ob~ 
feFVes, • never abated in any thing of his feve~ 
• rity and rigour towards men of all condi-
• tions, or in the tharpnefs of his language an.! 
' expreffioos: which was fo natural to him, 
• that he could not debate any thing withotX 
• fome commotion, nor bear contradiCtion., 
• even in the council, where all men are equal­
' ly free, with that patience and temper that 
' was necelfary, of which they who wifhed him 

1 C/art~rJ,•'sHift. vol. 1. p. 6r, 71. 
• Ibid. p. 79· 

'not 
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• .oot well took suaoy advantage!!: parti~larlf. 
• my lord Cottingtm, who knew too wcll how 
c to lead him into a mifia~,aod then clrive hiBl 
c into .choler, and then expofe him upon the 
• .matter and the manner,. to the judgment of 
• the company •. He entertained, fays this 
' noble lord, too much prejudice to fome per­
• foos, uif they w.ere enemies to the difciplin~ 
c of t'be .church, becaufe they 'coocurred with 

. • Calvin in fomefdolhioal points (as th1 1119 '.{ 
c tbt dtrgy then did) when they abhorred his 
c difcipline, and reverenced the government of 
c the church. and prayed for its peace with as 
• mnch ual and fe"eocy as any in the king­
' dom ; as they made manifeft in their fives, 
• and in their futf'erings with it and for itt! 
And another hifiorian, who is not backward 
on aU occafions to commend L(llltl, owns, 

. ' That the proceedings in the fpiritnal courts, 
coot bnly againft open feparatifls and profefs'd 
' puritans, but even againfi: many true mcm~ 
• ben of the church, that did not come up to 
c new meafures ; were fo firill: and fevere, that 
' it gave occafion to firike at the jurifdiClion of 
• thofe courts +· • -And when fo many of the 
true members of the church were afed fo 
feverely, the dilfenters could not cxpea better 

• Clttre1UI11"'s Hill. vol. r. p. 7-7• t Ibid. p. 70. 
:t Hift. of £,gfllllli, vol. !· p. Bs. 

ucat· · 
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treatment.: who were not permitted to 'feek 
their repofc abroad, nor futrered to enjoy any 
quiet at home·; but were treated with the Ut• 
moft rigour that malice armed with arbitrary 
power could cont~i,e. 

As-•o eKprellions <:ould .more fully fhew the 
lmperious infoleat tCIDper of this proutl prelate, 
than not .to be able to bear a jeft frQm the 
kwg's fool, whp{e bufinefs it wauo make jefit 
QD his mailer, as .well as the reA of tlte C01lrt; 
J'Dd therefore La11i obtained an order from the 
.counail, the kiJ1g heiog prefcot, to get the 
fool's coat,pull~ .. over .his ear5t to be difcharg­
ed the 1kiog's (ervice, aad to be baoHhed the 
-court (and 'tis, well he cfcaped being fined in 
.the flar.,.chamber) for a1kiog him upon the 
aews of the difturballce in 8e~t/a11d about the 
liturgy, Wh~as tb1 f1Wl niW? So nothing 
-could Alew more the weakoefs of hia mind, 
than that dreams, as 'tis plain from his diary, 
were capable of making fucb an· imprefiion on 
him•. 

Had not that houfe of commons which fat 
three years before his trial, plainly feen that 
nothing could prevent. the utmoft coofufion. 
while Laud was at the head of a1fairs ; they 

• Wt/.'twooi'a Memoirs, p. 58. 
would 
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, w~ld .ept abc-v:ery ~ ~h-4-tb.eil~~ 
'·when there .w~s ''Wtr:~e l~Q: ~undcdtotlltliq 
. il>etwe;en 'hQ ·kiag ~d: the_(9, .~\avo ·dcf;J•.t~d 
him ntmilre ~ontraaiunte a tr~it<;>r: t. ·;..-

., .. ~ . .. ,,;. 

And none w~o is the Je~il: acquainted wh 
&lte ·hiftmt Of tbGfe times, ·bot ~ft bt·t»a­
~mccd that if Lai had not prcwaUed ·on· .the 
king to itnpafe on the &•u, by bis own :htf.._ 
rily, canons at\ litorgie5 cf'his framing; fh·e 
JciiJg ~ould. De~Ver, by :f'eafon ·of the'-ci~tltn­

·~ances of the times, ha~ thought himfelf et).. 
iiged to pafs an aa for the abolithing of epif­
~cy in ScDtla7lli: In which acVti6 declared, 
·~hat the gDtlrnltTNtlt oJrh; ;hurtb hy ·IJifhfJ~s'.,s 

,t•i'!ft tbt wml '.f G.J, 1111d tiN prlfJIIgilliltl -f 
rJigi•n•. ·Nor would he, in purfoanee·of that 
a8:, havegive'Daway the bilhofllaods.totltofc: 
.who were ·lhe greatcft enemies to opifcopaq.; 
oor N1 all likelihood, afterw.a11d ·have cooi:aml 
to, nnd ligncd a contraa with tbt &otst·, ib 
which ·he obliged himfelf t() confir:m·,by aft 
<>f parliament in both kingdotns the .R)IcmD 
League and Covcnanr;af\d by aa of parliament 
in England prdbyterian gpvernment, the di· 
t"eaoty for worlhip, and atrenibly of divines at 

·. . . . . .· . 
t 11'tllw~od's Memoirs, p. stL 
• C/tJrmi'•• v, J, p. 2~ 4-· 241• 
t ibid. vel. ·3•· P• 1~,· 79· · 

J 
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11'1}/,i•fttr for ·thr-ee yean: And that upoa a 

· .coofultatioa with the ,aft"emhly of divines, to 
~Which tweaty ibould be a.!ded by the kiog, 
·with fome from . the -church of Scllt/a'lltl, it 
6ould ·.be dete1111ioed by the .king and parlia· 
..mcot what form of cburch"''O'reroment tbou!d 
.f)e eftablWhcd after theupiratioo of thofe years. 
•Whieh wu in efrea as -compleat an ef\abliAl-

. meot of prefby~F.y-as could 8e J becaufe no 
•legal eftablifbmeot can ·be COilcei~d in fuch 
abfolute and unalterable terms, but muft be 
:fubjcfl to be changed after the faille manner 
.as this ef\ablilhment was: to which no ead . ' 

.. could be put, but bJ the coofent.of every part 
d the legifiature to aa alteration. And yet 
.the clergy have the afl'uranc~· tG maintain, that 
this gncious king died a martyr to epi:fcopacy: 
though m trttth ·he granted thefe terms to the 
&111, to encourage them to invade E "tla,d, 
end to create a new civil wnr, while he refufed 
them to the Englijh;·when by cooeeffioos far 
Jefs.dilbonourable than he granted to the Scots, 
·he might have fecwed himfelf, aud the peace 
of the kingdom. 

· I thought myfelf obliged to mention thefc 
few, among the many infiaoces that might be 
f»roduced of the infupportable infolence and 
cruelties of a prelate, who fcarce appears to have 
ooe good quality to attone for all the ill ones he 

VOL. III. 0 was 
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was info high a degree poOCtlfod of; who took 
· all the·methods imagiaablc to aliena tube molt 
,urcoaquaratlle al&cuoos ·of the prople from rhc 
king aod chutch.; ·and. . a£\cd. after fnch a 
tnaooc!r., as if he .defpalrecl of· btiaging about 
·his wicked deftgna, till be had put all tbiags ' 
in col\fufion. T ·hls mull ·appar c!vidt!Dt to 
any ooe, who takes ·mens char.aaers ftc1m 
their Ul:ioK¥. aod not . from . fhc ~negyrics 
whidl Baucriag 'hiioriant give ·of !them. 
Thefe things, l fay, l tbOaght·myfolf bowad 
to obfe"e concerning b~ IIOt on bls o1itn 
account, fince hc·has long ago f&Jifer~d what 
he deferved ; but for the fake of high church, 
who efieem him the very pattern in the 
mo,unt~ and ce>ndemn the belt churchmen ·as 
pn.ftdious Grindals, loading them with all 
manner of obloquy, t,hat will not tread in his 
fleps: wb,ich plainly .lhews-what they would' ·I, 
be at, if ever the natiol) be fo infatuated as to 

truft them with power. 

My Jord C/armdon, in exppfiog the weak-. 
nefs of the S(ots, fats, • The inftlli~us /n·1ath 
of tbtir finftltji and wrttchtd dttg] (fJrruptuJ 
o11d g~vmwJ'tiH ptvplt. And will' it ntt be as 
great a refteelion on the Englijh, to be cor· 
ruptcd by as.fenfelefs and wrcu:had a clergy 

• Vol. 3· p. 83. 
·as 
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as ever thofe of Scbt'and can be fuppofed to 
be~ 1'hufe I mean, who· propofe LotJd and 

: his ·parry as the llandard and model by which 
they would govern themfelves; and would 
h«ve all that won't come into their meafures. 
be treated as enemies to the church. For 
whieh reafoo, it will not be improper to re-

. peat the charader my lord Falkland gives of 
thtfe ftaodards and' patterns of high-church; 
and I chufe him, becauk his ·7-e(tJor the 
church is as well known as his Jlbillty to de-

. fend it ; and becaufe he died a martyr in 
figbfing for the royal caufe, when his pofi oE 
fecrctary of fiate to Charln I. exempted him 
fro~ any military engagement ; and becal\fe 
my lord ·ctartndln, w.Jto fpends above three 

· pages in one p1ace in his commendation, gives 
, him the big heft charaelcr that can be be­

ftowed on a mortal : among other things he: 
fays, • 'He was fo fevere an adorer of troth, 
' that he could as ealily ·give himfelf leave to 
c neal .as to dilfemble: that he was a perfon 
' of fucb prodigious parts, learning and know­
' ledge, of that inimitable fweetncfs !lnd de­
' light in. cooverCatioo, lijld of. fo aowing.aod 
'obliging humanity and goodnefs, and of 
' that primilive .Gmplicity. and integrity of 

~ VoJ •. •·· p. z88; 
0 2. .'life, 
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~ life, that if there were oo other brand n 
• that odious and accurf¢d civil war tbaD that 

. " fingle lofs, ·it moft be mot\ infaiD(JUS aad 
" execrable :to all po.fterity • . .' And therefore 

. what fo impartial, fo candid, ,and fo able a 
judge ea,. of things, wbi<;h happened withill 
his own knowledge, cannot fail of gaining 
cs:edit even with the moO: prejudkcd. YuJ. 

_ , Rujhwo folo vol. 4· po 184o 

'.lpe Lor.J F'alklancl's JPeecb. CD1Ktr.ni1ig. 
. Epiftopacy 0 

" Mr. SPBAxn, 

• HE is a great flranger1n !fa,/ who know.s 
• not that this kingdom hath long Ia­
' boured under many and great op.preffioDB1 

' both in religion and liberty; and his ac-. 
' quaintance here .is not great, ·Or his in~-
• ouity lefs, who doth not both mow and -
• acknowledge that a great, .if not a principal 
• caufe of both thcfe have been fomc biJhops 
• and their adher.entso 

• Mr o Sptakw 1 A little fearch w:ill ferve :to 
' find them to have been the deftruaion of 

· • ooity, under pretence of uniformity; to 

, • Vol. Zo fo r'o 
'have 



IIIIJ ORTHODOXY jhalcm; 3 ''J 
• llave brought i.Jt fuperftition and. fcandal, 
' under the titles of re,ereoce and decency ; 
• to hate ddited our church, ~ adorning . 
• ou·r churches; to hue Jlaciened the firiet-
• ncfs of that union which was formerly be-
• tween us and tbofe of ovr religioa beyond 
• abe fea; an aaioa as unpolitic as ungodly. 

c Mr. Slltllu, We ffiall find them to baYe 
• tithed mint and anife, and have left uadoae 
• the weightier works of the law; to have 
• been Jefs eager upon tbofe who. damn our 
• lhurcb, than upon thofe who, upon weak 
• confclence, and perhaps as weak rcafous 
• (the diOike of fome commaoded garment, 
• or fomc uncommanded pofiure) only ab­
' llained from it. Nay, it hath been more 
' · dangerous· for men to go to fome neigh boor's 
• parilh, when they bad no fermon in .their 
• own, than to be obfiinate and · perpetual 
' recufants; wbUe maJres , have been faid in 
• fecurity, a conventicle hath been a crime, -
• and which Is yet more, the confor,ming to 
• ceremonies hath been more exa8ed than the 
• conforming to chriflfanity ; and whilft mea 
'for fcruples have been undone, f9r actemptt 
' upon · fodomy they have ooly been ad-
• .monUhed. · 

' We Jhall find them to have been like the, 
' hea ia IBfop, which laying every day an egg 

0 3 'upoa _ , 
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• upon fuch a proportion of barley. her mi­
' ~refs increafing her propouion in hope Ole 
• would increafe her eggs, .the grew fo fat upoa 
• that additiOn, tllat fhe never laid more: fo 
• though at tlrtt their preaching were the oc• 
' cafion of tlidr preferment', they after made · 
• 1heir Jllefetment the occa.lioJJ of their no& 
'Jlreachin,g. . . ·· 

.' • We fhall find them to ha"Ve refembted ' 
• anotne'" lable, the dog in 'the manger; to · 
• · ha\·c ncif her preached the'lnfelves, nor e~- · 
' ployed thofe that thould', nor fu.lftnd· thofc · 
'. that would : to have brought in catecbifiog, . 
' ·only to thruft out preaching, cried' down. 
• lechsres by the name of fa8ions; either. 
' . becaufe their indufiry in · that duty appeared. 
•:a reproof to their neglel!t of it? or. with in-. 
• tention to have broughr ip d'arJtnel\, thlt . 
• they might the ea(ier fow tneir tares, while . 
' .it was night i and by tliat ihtrodutlioo o~. 
• ignorance, iotrodnce tlie betler tllar religioo 
• wMch accounts it the mother of devotion. · , . 
: • J.ftl. 8!ialw-, 'lit- t}ji& thef hv• MW·his · 

'·mWjdty~ w 1H1t e If~ people : .,. w ftea 
' llfty• M4 \f.ldl. gA!IIff WilU.nt ~ dully · 
• the thildren of darknefs are wifn . in t.kir · 
' generation than the childrc:D of light> filenced 
• on both p:rrts \·haft: opinions which have 

. • oftcA' 
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. -, ef\en tor-mtnlad• th c'urda, aft4 J.ne, and .. 
_ • .SU-'eJt.Jnlyw ~ the- -lcboek• they made 

' ..- of "'-·I.Mllacsa,lbiJ.'t~lc ,:P.ooe lift, aocl ·• 
·' Jers tbii>Ot~ lOGCe;; -.ahoru~-.&hoJJ.ottgbt ei1het 
' ia· Noredtnr. ~-be.· equally• ...-tleaioed, or. in 
' ~l\A;e to· !jav,, baa equally laerated. ltnJ 
' h is- obiei:Mble; that that pariy ~-which thty 
' gave tft1s licence~ was that w~ofe dollrin{', · 
• tho.ogh- they were not eoasrary to law, \\as 
c con'rrar.y to cuR-ant, and for-a long· -whtle ill . 

,, tbi~ ~fn~dom _wa~ fio oftener frcacbed thaD ·. 
' rtcantcd'. · 

• Tho trtih ie, MF. ~ahr, t~t as Come 
I Ut· 81ialfter~ lD QUr date tm\ ~ away OUI.' 

• M4Ul•Y · -fi-Oe ·~ 'a~ aftu- todc»\IOOred to 
1 tuaWe .oM II!O&C)' DOt.WQrttra: the- tiakii:lg, bf ' 
• turftiog it _l~a ~rafs tty· a kind of an1iphito .. · 
' !tipher'~ 1\'ofte • ~ t~efe _ men uf\:d- ns in rhe · 
1 point of pMaebiag, fir.ft 4epreffieg ir to 

' thelr power, and ndtt tabour1og to·make it 
' fucb; as the hirm had not- hea mseh if it 
' tiacflbeen depreffeth t!lie meti frequent fub­
'jeas,' e-feo itl thi 'm(Jfr fa~d a~di!Orles, . 
'i:)eing the }at· Ji'fJ!wum Of bilhops and tithes; ' 
' the f!t~r~d11efs ef the c~ergyt ·the fl&orilege of 
• impropriattQns, tl)e demqJUhlng of pur~ta· 
~ n!fm and prQ;niery,_ the b!lildi~g of the 
~ prero~ativ~ at Pa,~rs, the latroduaion · of 

" 1 0 ·+ • fuch 
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• fuch doflrioa, as, ada».ttiag ~m . ~~ 
• &he .truth would ~ot. fCCOIDpCDCC the ~-
• dal ; or of {uch that were fo far falfe, that. 
• as Sir Y'brnus MHrl fays of the cafuifb, 
' their bulioefs :was not to keep mea from 
• linning, out to i,Uorm them, Jtuatn ~ . 
• al peaQhlm j111 ptceato Ji(lflt lltttlhrt: fo it· 
• feemed th~ir work was to try, bow much of . 
• a papift might be broug~t in wjthout .po­
~ pery, . and to ~eftroy as much as they coolcJ 
• of t~ gofpeJ, without bringing themfelves · 
c into danger of being defiroyed by the law. ·: 

'To go yet fwther, fome of the~ bave fct 
' indu&rioufiy laboured to deduce tbemfelvu · 
' from, R•m,,. that .they have 3iveo ..-• ' 
• fufpicloo that in gntitude they ~clirc to· 
' return thither, or at leaft to mcc;t it half · 
• way. Some have evidently . laboured to 
' bring io an E11glijJ, though not a &,... . 
' popery : 1 mean DOt o~Jy the oatfuJe and • 
' drefs of it, bat equally abfolu~, a ~~ , 
' dependance of the people UP,)O th~ C~N.• . 
c and of the clergy -upon thea;lfelv~;, and .­
• have oppofed the p~pacy beyoad .ne feil. 
' that tbey might fettle one beyo~d the water. 
'Nay, common fame is more than ordinarily 
• falfe, if none of them hue_ found a way 
• to reconcile the opinions of Rmu to the 

t • · · · · ' ,Prefermeati 
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. c preferments of. Englll'id; and· be· fo abf~ 
' Jutely, · direaly and cordialiy papifts, tha~. 
' it is all that fiftl:etl hmidred pounds a year 
• caD do to keep them from confcJJing it. · .. 

' Mr. Sp1llltr~· I come now to fpeak of our 
c Jiberties ; and confidering the great ~nterclt 
• thefe men have had in our common mafter,, 
.• and how great a good to us they might have 
• made that intercft in him, if they would ; 
' bne akd it to have informed llhil of our . 
• general fufferhags; and cooadering bow little ' 
• of their freedom of fpe«h at M ittiNIU might 
• bate fncci us a great deal of the ufe. we 
' hue now of it in the parliament hmi'fe, 
• their aot doiog this alone were occafioo . 
• enough for •• to accore them as the be~ 
' trayers, tbougb not as the dc1lroyers of : 
• our rights and Jiberties: though, I confers, . 
• if they had lleen only filent io this patti~ . 
'cular, I had bten. fJlent too. Bat, alas~ , 
• ibey . ~bofe anccRors io the darkeft · tllD~ . 
• acommu11icatcd tbe breakers of Mag~" 
• C&.tia, did oow by themfelves, and theif 
' adherents, both write, preacb, plot, ~nd 
' aa agaiaA it, by encouraging Dr. &t~l, by . 
' preferring Dr. MtmW~~ri11g, appearing fllr· 
• ward for moaopolies •nd tbip-moiaey ; and' . 
~ jf 'mr were dow ~nd ~adtwarcl ~o. comply~ . . 

. 0 s ' lllaftiDg 
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• bfat\iDg both them ~ their prcfcrmept 
• ~ith the utmofl: apre1Iioo of their hatK:Cd~ . 
• the title of Puritans. · . 

c Mr. 3pta!ur, We thall find (ome ol thel!l 
• to b:we laboured to exclude both . all per ... 
'Ions, and all caufes of the clersy, from tile 
' ordhiai-y jurifdlc!Hoo of the temporal magi- ' . 
. ' l!rate, and by hindering prohibitions (fir!\ · 
4 .by apparent power agaioft the judges, ao4 
• after by fecret agreemtnts with the.m) ttt 
• ·have· taken away the only legal bound to· 
' their :trbitr.ary power, and. made "k werl: · 
.•':t conqudf tipod l'he contmOft law bf tht' 
'l~d, which is Ottr temmou illheritant!e ·r · 
• and after made urc ,of "that ,,Wtr to tum 
' their .brethren ont of their freeholds; fbr 
'not doing that which no law of mao requirei!' 
' them to do; and which (io their opinions) 
'the law of Cod reqnired them nOt to do.· 
• ·we lball · find ibein in general to have eo· 
• couraged all the clergy to faits, and to'ba're 
.. brought all fuits to the council-table; tliltt · 
• having all power io ·tcclefiallktl mattett, · 
.. ·1hey labou-red for e'}ual power in tClUporal, 
' ·caod to difpofe as well of eYery alfia, n · 
' every benefice : which lo!t the cltr8}' math · 
• revenue, and m·uch re\'ereace, by eaco.-' 
• raging them iftc!ifcreetJy to ftt6·· .aare· et 
• "''h than ;,., dae J fo that iadee\l·.t'he ftlllb• 

'of 
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'of t}l~!r ,st'fatll~fs1 Q.ten4ed.l>Q~ tQ a few o£ 
' tQA~ Qrder, th9uih the ~>iY e~u:nded upoa 
• all. ' 

' WOe lbali find them· to have !loth kindled 
' an.d blown the common fire of both nations,· 
• 'to have both fent and maintained; rh~t book,' 
' of 'whkh the atnhor ·no doubt h~th lOng 
'.fince wiChed with Nero, Vtinam 11tfti.flnn 
'littras! and of which m?re than one king· 
• doin hath caufe to with, that when he writ 
• that, he had rather burned a library, thd' 
' _of the value of Pt1bmy'e. We fbafl lind 
• them 10 have beeQ the firft ·and prineipal 
~ .taufe t~f· rbe bre.cb, I ,.111. not fay of, hut 
' (ieee the pacUlcadon at Btnuicl. We lhaJI 
• dnd them to have. been the almoft fort 
• abettors of my iord Btrtljffll'tl, whilfi- h. 
• 'Mit pr~aUing upon another kio~dom that 
• lll80~r of gofernillcnt 'Whicb he inteaded tct 
; fettle ie thi1; whctro he commkred ftt many. 
•fo mighty; and fo maoifdi·•ct~orairies and 
c. oppreflions~ as the like hate not been com• 
c mitted by any governor in any government, 
' 1iocc Y1rr1s left Sicily: and after they bad 
<caned him over from being dct'uty bf frt-
• l11,d, to be in a lbanoer deputy of E,g/t1tUl · 
•. (aH tluosa hc:te being governed by a ju11tlW, 
•_ an!i that j~tnti/f, governed by him) to have 
'C afiAcd hlm in me giving of futh counfe~, 

0 6 ~and 
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• aod the purfulog of futh· courfcs, as itis: .. 
• bard and meafuriog eatl; whctbcr they ·wedJ 
' more onwife, more uajuft, « ~ ~· 
•-tltllate, and wbkb had infaBtMy '*-'-oiit 
' deRru.!liosv if by the grace af God, tlieit 
• Olare had DOt been as fmall io the fub· 
c tilty of f'crpcau, as ill :the inooecoey of 
'doves.' '· .. 

. -
: At every eoe that is couerfant in 401')1 

~aft allow this to be a faYOOrable defcrip­
tioo ol tile then bigh-charch tfergy-; fo he 
·maR own, that th~ high·churcb laity were 
· then for the moft part DOt only groly ig­
•orant in rdigloas matters, bat withal vuy 
much addi&£ to druakenncfs, and aU manner 
pf debaoehery,. and remarkable for theit grca~ 
t:ODttmpt of all that'a facrcd or fefioas, ud 
abGmiaably guilty of all manaer of lewd 

· boi'90ncry, and of fwearing, prot'aaiog,-aad 
. blafphftDiog tlac holy name of G~; uad ia 
a word, were ·a yery· fit people . fw foth 
pri~Rs~ 

~Tis oo wonder this tlefcriptioa the aboft> 
acntioa'd lord givea of higb..Uureb in a.,/ .. 
the Firft'a reiga, · is fo lively a pifture Gf them 
at prefcnt, · feciag they. have ever fiace made 
it their baGoer. to copJ after chat origiDal; 

u4 
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and therefore in the. followilig·reigDS; Whell 
the':cour.'t fcaued. tO ha•o no other afm lmf 
popuy :2nd. Jkvery, they cane plumb int~ 

-'"-itt- ~ataf•d. an4 weDt haad in: h~ -~~ * cottrJ. till an ind..-Jgence was aUow~··.to 
the clilfenten. 4od they haYe. fvtfimndr 
Dw•o ~ world, tblrt no goverament,, t~o' 
it parts with the ftifl-fr11its and ~tmtl»,, ~ IJD1 
other branch of its revenue to the church, is 
,.to ~~a ·them robe h' -itt.ioterell, if.they are 
.ltC)t aUowcd m. power of p«fecot$g i rprq­
.aea.t dUi:nten. . Perfecution with ~m, is 
.J;W charity with . true .chriftiant; with~t 

wbich. -d& wllat 4~fc you will fQr tbem" JQG 
-~re bu.a asfllmliing ~aft aJUI tirdling. ,.~~,. 

- Bot &bo' higb church propofes. die rei,gn ~r 
· Cha,.~s t. when L1111tl and his faiUon,govcrned 
: cMry thing~ at & precedent for •aU future 
: reips, ·I fuppok it .it with tbit ·tacit exception 
· to the trcatmeot . of dergymeo of (heir r.~, 
:. ihbey- c~. to be ·tried for any mifde-

meanour; except we can fuppofe ~beJ ~ 
williog to hne Dr. Sach~t~w1lfs ears cropt, 
his nofe Sit, bis-'fac:e ftigmatized, to have 
an exc:effive fine pot on . him; aud to be 
condemned to pcrpe&ual iGaprifooment, • 
'clergymen· and othen then were, .who were 
aot goUty of tho thoufiDdth. put of the . - c:r· amo. 
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crimes thi' r~verend diyipe .fi3ods aet.Dkd. 
of. And fG far I agree with the~ that I 
would DOl have any of their · proceedings, 
w~h ~t all times favoul'e4 Qi violc~e 4nd 
injum~, prop9fc:d ,11.$ a pattCS!J ~a l'.oig~ fo­
famoas for iu gentlfn4fs and_ ~4er4tjop : 
~ would I ba.v.e the whig~ pr(v~i~ ~ br 
aay praaiu a£ t~4 torief9 or by apy JPooahtt 
Qf rc&.aliadoo o~ p~ion, Of 11ny pnereoco 
whatever,. to eurcr<l th~ d~ \M>Qndt of im­
penial juiicct ; but <wly t~ ~kt: ~h ewe at 

•a¥ prcwnt' both. -~b and Jln~ 1r.ora 
h.llieg un,Ju Cuch· .de.plorabJc eircQJQQane.:s.. 
~ thPr •liC ifl wM& biJth·c;llu.r~ .. r~ t~ 
umpb-. 

I • 
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THE 

P R E F A C ·E., 

. T H 0' this is the place of a preface~ : 
what I have to fay, more than the: 

contents that follow, ~iag not the fabjec!l ' 
of the day in the title-page, but of the prefent . 
tfmes, I think it may not improperly be caUed, . 
• P!(Jfiript II] Wll!U Prifa:'· . . . . 

There il now mach talk about alterfaa the 
C.mmm p,..,,. ; ao one doobtl of the ·aeed of 
doing it, but pur-bliad bigots J bat how to · 
alter it to pleafe eft11 ooe, il an unformouDt• 
able dUiicalty. I own I bave read none of 
the arguments . pablilbcd oo this fabjta ; 
however I will give my opiaioo, thit if it be 
at all altered," it ought to be in 'faeb a manaer, 
as will beft pleafe oil tMftimti,$ t~lltl rlaf,.•l# 
,.,, and that iD my jOdpeot will be, ·not tO' · 

alter the book, but the · afe · of it ; not to . 
abolifh a fyllablc or ceremony of it, bot let it 
remain jult as ·h is. · Let nery parifh prieft 
citha afe the whole, or leave ou' what pan. 

lle 
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he plea(~, or let it all alone, not allowing 
bim,.to jntrodncc aDJ ~UULcere«nogjll, to~~ J!S 
would be. a leading toW'.ir.ds popery ; but leave 
out as many of th=. <Ill ones as he thinks 
proper; that he who is to pray for others, 

.may pray in. what .maruter he judses bcft, 
either by that form, or by any other of bfs 
own compofing, or by none. So the pricft 
coioyln&, lipelitf . of ~opfc.ieoc:e. · 1aimW; lll'iJI· 
fee~. the fweetnefs 9t ir,. . a.o.d. J>erw,UUQ_g thpr 
others ' 1h?qld t:njoy the fame. ~li~i~l· Hv~ ~ 
c~n any-one pray, or tea.cb, ~ccor4il!g to \bt . 
bell of ·his j11dgment~ in ~he ij11c;esity of bt. 
con(cience, that is .denh:d the 1i bert~ e( doi&g .• 
it? Upon the rock of private! judgment and 
li~•rl' ~· ~§•~· iltCib thlt •fiireudan. 
Th84 :. AP· ~r:~ iaaPbh "o itnpl>W -.· 
~ ilt (e~~~· ·~eft• .IPII 4:>6hib~ bat 
fueh ..- acr.at 'Iilla ta tabl ncl ,~a Bil'je, 
lt- the fo-tn4t.tiett Gf ,An&acy ;. au if tbie. 
\ta$ · ftqty Ptt1DiJHds 4ll lliptrJ ie. lditfoD• 
~*h . if; tht C...t!H: of h .. .,.w. ~ ... 
a't"6JI• .Mel& will: fioe, thea pedi:m•. oaa 
altothu iA WClCdlt · or dettls, abottt tbillga: ifl .. . 
dilf«41tt, · Jlctt f.l9tca dct.m ofeatia~ Adl 
·g~ a~ ~:ij RICil botfl dugy, ·~'laj'J wllt 
be pleafelll, •nd OOQ. tlifpM;.~ bQt r .. per-
1li~. arQitrary. ap4. •ora{"pabJe: ~~pcrs . 
~QdJ. iKh aood . costfequ~c:c. it • ... . u 

tall 
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can be ox peeled or deft red, when anr alte. 
ratiqn is made, oa any aGCOUDt,. in aDy time. 
or place in the world~ An uQaltet:able ~,. . 
formity to any one fyfiem·, is prefump~ to. 
expetl, ·and tyranny to impofe, unlefs the 
men appointing it were infallible.. But infal­
libility is God's peculiar property, according 
to protellant doCtrine ; and is doubtlefs an 
infalfiblc truth: therefore to leue men free 
in religion, is true proteftant pra8ice. To 
give· this liberty in public· devotion, is to 
make but"" alteration; but to alter the book,. 
'\Viii be to make an alteration, which, how• 
ever made, will want altering again and agaio 
without end. But by this met~od, all the 
people as well as all their guides will pleafe 
themfelves, for then if too many or too few, 
too much or too little ceremonies, be ufed at 
one church to pleafe any perfon, thofe that 
d,iOike may go ·to another, where the wodhip 
is more agreeable . to them, All the confor­
mity that God requires, is to the diCtates of 
a pure coofcieoce; and all the religions con­
formity necelfary for fodal life and happinefs, 
is, that fopplicatiDns, proym, and git•ing ef 
t,anlJ ht 111od1 for all 1111n, fir lings, and all 
that art in ath•rit1 ; the manner how filould 
be left to the difc;retion of him that docs it, 

.fo thM wt 111111 !tad guut aNi puz.-ttdu li'CIIS, i• 
llll 



gg2 'l'IJ1 Pillars of PansT~RArT 
11Jl tlilirufi tllld b.n!f/1; and that men thould 
be 'advifed and counfelled flow to. aa as tlle­
reafOD aud nature of their circumtbnces rc· 
fiUire, with aU moral' · and commcadabl• 
CODd1aa. 

I 
1 
i 
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A 

DIS C.O U R S E 

G 0 V E R N MEN T, &c • 

. A'F TEll a ·handred 1ears contentioo 
. and animofity about the good or e•ll 

.of IJilt action, it is \ime that meas 
.pallions (hould fu.bude, and ~at they growing 
.c:alm and fedate, without enthWiafm and 
.bigotry, lhould reftea and reafon on the fub­
Ject ; and 'tis fit that thofe :who have the 
favour of good fenfe fhould exercife.it.-ThoCe 
who are oot able to fotm a rational judgmCllt 
.of tbingt, are liable to every deception ; they . 
. cannot pollibly tell '!hen they arc deceived, 
.and for want of judgment .can .nover ~ con­
.Yioc:ed : therefore fuch mull go •heir own 
:W?-Yt till fu.fferiog opens their underfiandings; · 
·then they wifh, too late, they had reflected 
io time, As ·when men feel the effi:lb of 

llavery, 
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flavcry, they with for freedom, who never 
va:ued it, when they eujoyed it; nor endca· 

·. voured to pr~ferve it, when they ·were 1n 
imminent danger of loftng it. But were it 
not for the cartltfi and the (tJWard, mankind 
could never be enfiaved.-As for my own 
part, I am determioed ~o· write fOI" llht;ty, 
'While I ha•e ·Jibeny to wfite, feeing in thefe 
ltappy days ·of freedom, we now enjoy that 
aataral and rafonable fib«ty, which is the 
natural and reafonablc right of mankind, 
.and rcafoo therefore may fpeak 'Without fear: 

. but wheo tyrtNits reign, reafoo for liberty is 
fupprei'ed, bec.aute tt is feared.-1 am of 

,·no J~eHing fpirlt: I think fovereigns are 
.made to rule, and .fubjtfls -to ebey, the laws 

· governing ·both; the laws I mcao made by 
the governing powers, that are according to 

·equity, and m«»r:ll jofiice.-Such a govern­
. ment ought not to be abufed, nor to fuffer 
abufe from malecontents, that enjoy equal 
liberties with theit fellow fubjech; whofe 
murmuring is dilly to make men defpife the 
heavenly maTI!ftl they at prefent relilh, to bring 
them back to the aotient flavery of Egypt, ro 
lordly and prieftly tyranny, which ftee--bom 
-fouls abhor; or to the flinking gorlicl of 
popery, which is loathed by men of tafte.­
Some men arc of fuch fervile and ftupid ·dif-

pofitioos, 
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pofitlooa, that they think whatever is the will 
of .Cbc.f9TeNign, ia law. If he was God him­
{d£,. a .tieing DOt capricious, bot nec~tra:rity 

· fo p«ftti, that it is abfolutety impeffi9le fflr . 
ht\tl 110 be fbe altthor of an ruil M'fQ, it would 

, be~,. tnd sight in lkiag ·fo. If his laws like 
G6d'• Wll!re perfe81y jlill, becauf~ his will is 
.abfohnc, good; nOt ·becaufe he ·is abfolutely 

. fbwwi'tll-; :fdr. power ·and · goodnefs ·are di-
. ·.flioa ifti different tHidgs 1 therefore ·the one 
· may·'be ~he~e the other is not; and nry 

feldom•meet'tt:lgetber ia nran. :They ClfD only 
be · cemented by "'ifdoai and jaiUce. This 
-caeoot be •here weak·h~aded men are_ pof­
feffed of power; for wbere ambitious ud 
{elf-conceited .men be:tr rule (which is the 
natural confequence of llrong pa.ffions and 
weak in~ellecrs) the e•ent naturally is, that 

. .dctftrutlion a:ttends not only all t-hofe th~ir 

.arm of vengeaece ·is capable of reaching ; but 

.alfo, th-at· they over- reach themfclves to th~ir 
own fatal d~nfal alld jufily merited ruin.­
Jf tO· eallave a n:uion is an intl,riDUJ and dif-. 
JHI,~~trlbJI ·thing to the doer; to redeem· a 
-natloo ftGm Oavery 'k 'a gk"i'11s and an hcnam·­
aJ/t at\ioo, Jf men ·haTe a n:\tur:tl right to 
the enjoyment of civil and religious liberties, 
they l:lave a natural right to affert and main· 
tain tbofe liberties, and to deftnd them by 

what 
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what means they can. W·beo neceBit1' alta 
for it, it is not any uoaatural rebellion, but a 
.Datoral aad .Doble ftaad fw liberty: but to 
t"ebel without this ca11fe, 111 lias 111111 /otJ1 
.t/ont, is to atteJQpt the deftr.uaioa of our moft: 
.valuable libcllties •. and to fet up tyrtnoy aa4 
Jlavery in its room ; which if attempted by a 
,king, render.s him tbe moll dcteftablc of all 

. .kings i and .if by a people. proves them the 
.moll bafe and uqgrateful .of aU people. A 
.king is then a tyrao.t, w.beo he wiU :Dot be 
,governed by ·the .laws of the couotq he ought 
:to be governed .by : .but as long as he governs 
.himfelf by them, thofe laws are his prote8:ioo • 
. On the .conu-acy, he that makeshis .arbitrary 
. .and defpotic w.ill, the law of the nation, is a 
.tyrant ; and as be does aDd would reign 
without the law of reafon and juftice, he is, 
,or ought, in reafon and juftice to be outlawed • 

. And every .pdeft that . preacb'es up the doc­
itine .of paffive obec\iencoe and .noo-refiftancc 
to fuch a prince, is a tr.Jitor to the liberties 
of the people. When the people's liberties 

~are intended to be taken •wllf, then, and oDly 
then, fuch doarine is necea&ry to be preached 
to the ftupid and unthinkiog bercl; that while 
they are luUe4 aJkep in fpiritual iapefalHoo, 
their properties may be invaded without ob· 
tlruekion i aod their uatural rights ~ frQID 

them 
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them without illlpodiment. The king and the 
pridl, Co joioing to play t_heir part, arc like · 
two robbers, that, at their attacking a mall · 
apoo the highway, one of them throws duil: 
an his eyes, while the other robs him of what 
..b~ haJ. What's the reafon that prieRs don't 
FCacb this bigh-Aown dotlrine now? It ir111 

frft, becaufe the prince intends no invafiom 
op th~ liberties of his fubjc£h, aqd fmndly,. 
becaufe they have got a king they can't make 
an ecclefiaftical noodle of • . When fools reign, 
tbey have always knaves at ' their elbow. 
When a king is defirous to entlave the people, 
tberc are always fome hlad counfellors at­
hand., that (eek their Qwn advancement in 
the common ruin. If he take it -into his head 
to fide with the chnrcp aQd clergy in doing it, 
tbey will fanclify all his aCtions, atrert his 
·birthright from above, ·cafi a ray of glory 
around him, and make him appear a f11int, or 

. ooe of the minor fons of God. 

Notwithfiandiog the wicked, fiopid, and 
damohtg dodrine of paffive obedltnce and 
non-refafiance, men have a right to fiand 
up in their ·own deft nee, whtn. their li•c.o• 
al1d liberties are invaded ; fCIIr ftlf-dif"'tt is 
the grcatefl Jaw in nauuc, It is inrerwOYcn 
in the confiltutl6n of every crtature, ana fuch 
uunatoral d~riDes canoot ex.titp.uc jt •. 
· VOL. lJl. P Let 
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· Let not kings be delleived.. by falfc notions;: 
vthen by wiclf.ed aoHon.s, they bQve Jolt the: 
Jove of the people hi ge~ae.;a~ they can ha:ve, 
no.fafa1y from.thc.peopk:; .hut are in the cafe· 
of·poor dc.btor.s, tbat -dare not truft tbemfei'Vct. 
a}lroad fur faaf of a baHiit. But a few.male-. 
cpntent!i, .anil a facHon againft the court, witl 

always be,, Jjl. By [Qmc, bccaufe they are 0111: 

of·place.- lzdly., By .others~ becaufe they fuf-, 
fdr thtmfelves . eafily to be .deceived, and are. 

generally difiittisfi1crd. Aud 3111,, Thofe that 
are jealous of their l~berties will always fear 
the worlr, and therefore grumble at whatever 
dm:s not feem to them to have a favourable 
afpeCt, or appe.ars to have· an ill tendency; . 
thefe I may call 'eour~ fpiu; but it is a fign of. 

~iber'ty in ihe fiate, when the peop~e are per­
mitted to be watchful of it, and even allowed 

a jealo~ murmur or complaint. 

The aClion of this day, being done con­

tfary tQ the interejl, and therefore contrary ta 
t~e .dlfpr;jition' of the pridls, it was policy in 
the~ t6 ~\:~chn it, and make it a fin, which 
qow they have' prayed above thefe hundred 
y~rs. to be'. forgiven. And if it is ~ot for­

givon .l>r . this .time,. they eithc.;r pray to a 
flraoge- God1 or they are a flunge fort of 
(U'ayers,. ~hat work no manner of eifeCl up~n 
· , him: 



~ 
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Kim :-He either hears· th.eat- nGt; or don·c 
think them w()rthy his regard, -and fa thef. 
may pray on till doomfday.-When God, the 
kin~- and -the people are to· bcr mocked, ther~ 
is-. no better way of' daihg it, thcan by prac. 
ti6ng it with the face of religion. The ca• 
valiers pray for the forgivenefs of a fin the1 
never committed ; and fo th.ey have mocked 
God; eYer fince they ha-vt begun to praetifo 
repentance on this fcore--Thofe that arcs 
mofi guilty of hyp~Krify, cry out mofi againft 
others for being hypocrites. What is it but 
hypocrify, for ll!~n to prete.nd to repent oi 
what no man in thr age they live in is 'guilty 
of; or to attempt by four penitence to atone· 
for ao a,ion of the generation now dead, 
aad which thofe that commit,ed, w..erc not 
confdous of its being a crime in the ilatorc 
and reafon of the thing ?-But however it be,. 
if they have committed a crying fin before 
God, and have not anfwered for it by this 
time before God, there is no truth in our 
religion -Why .then Chould we, a degenerate 
race, condemn ; and whining, pretend to 
repent of the aCiioQ they did, and thought 
themfelves right in doing? If we are to lnfwer 
for it, where is the jufiice of God ? If we 
believe we thall be anfwerable for their faults, 
wbere's the r·ationality of our belief? Btl~ I 

p :lo- expca 
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.txpeCl: to be told that the Ltmi tt~ijits the int:;. 
~uitits of the fathtrs 11/J'" tluir childrm to thi 
third and fourth gmtrati'"· What upon .thok 
children. who had no band in the a8ion of 
their fathers, and who cannot be guilty of it! 
To a!Iht this is as ridiculous, as impious. 
This is jufl as right, as it would be to lalh 
a boy at fchool, that never· played truant ia 
his life, becaufe his father or graodfllther 
played the truant, and was not whipt for it. 
1?%tlitl (chap xviii ) tells us, that God faid 
thm, ·and I fuppofe he has not ·changed his 
Jnind lince; tht fo,./ tb"t finn!th jha/1 dir, tht 
fin jha/1 not btar th! iniquitJ of the faihtr, &c. 
This chapter is a good explanation of the 
threatening annexed to the fecond command:. 
ment.-The truth is, there are fami/in, as­

well as nations, that tread in their predecelfor!l 
fieps, and the fon goes on in the fame wicked 
path the father did (as James II. followed 
Char Itt 1.) till their iniquities are full; that 
is, till they can be borne with no longer; 
and then jlfiiht fully iocenfed, whets her 
•engef.ul fword, and cuts them ofF. Seldom 

· cloes it. happen, that tyrannical kings treadiog 
in the lleps of their wicked aoGefior-6, ,pro(per 
to the fouY'th generation ; but according as 
their iniquity is, as to time and .me~fur-e, 
they are cut down in the fmntl .or third fuc-

cdlion. 
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~on. So the fins of James I which his 
fon .Cbarltt walked ln, helped forward llis 
fall.-It is the mercy. of God to mankind) 
that tyranny and oppreffion (hall naturally tlic 
ep the vengeance of an incenfed people; t~ 
~i11d tht htt~tbm kings with chains, and thtir 
11obles with Jttltrs of iron. Such honour hat•# 
~II his fai,ts, praife yt tht Lord,. fays the • pfal· 
mill.. This is an honour' due to none but 
faints, that is, to ·a people worthy Df tedemp· 
cion. And kings that perfecute chrifiians arc 
heathens to them. 

· It is tne duty oHubjeas tcrdefend and-obey 
a g3qd prince, and oppofe a had one; for ail 
oppolition to evil is good. The people,· thu 
obey a wicked prince, wilt be wicked ; fot • 
tame fubmiffion to his vices, wilh:orropt their 
morals. And his rtligi~ut vir11, mofi of all1 
becaofe they are not feen as vices, btiog gild~ 
over with religion. -By this means fiavery 
and iniquity mar be planted, and· take deep 
root in a nation~ ' . 

' Right government is, when the goycrogp 
end govctacd mutllally agree, and arc mutually 
be~e6ted : . when they harmonize, they m~e 
cadl other bappf. The chief cod of goverq.• 

• Pialm cxlilC. s. 
P 3 mint 
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ment is the fafety and tranquillity of the 
people, in which the prince finds his account: 
their duty is to ferve and proteCl: each other. 
-SubjeCl:s difobeyiog. a, lawful prince, are 
juftly punilhcd; ·and he is a lawful prince, 
whom the .power and will of the people ap­
point, and who rules according to law.-He 
that redeems a people from fl.IVery, or from 
.thole arbitrary meafures that prefent them 
whh an approaching profpeCl: of it, has a 
1 ight to rnle over them; and as he is their 
rightful, fo he is their /awful prinu if he don't 
.-nfiavc them.-Kiogs ar~ the fervan~ of lhe 
public, and if they deferve well of the .public, 
•hey ought to be well rewarded by the public~ 
l!ut fervrults that do .not their duty, Qu~ht to 
be difcanled their fervice. He that defiroys 
the pubUc reace, wbofe duty it is to prefcrvc · 
ir, defefves public puoithment, whatever his 
office or .fuuioo be in the publt<: fervice. AI 
it is .hard to pJlniili goveroors, without iajury 
to the governed, if they can get rid of them 
at any rate, they muft. be contented; for 
formal jullice ca.on&t. be executed on lhofe 

• that are above U.e reach ef joRice. jullice 
cannot always be executed. where it ought, 
but ought a-lways where it can, 'l'itheut regard 
to perfons.-He th;lt reigns according to the 
)Aws of the eountry1 is not to be efteemed a 

bad 
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1fad prince;· but if bad ·laws are complained 
·ef, and he can reCtify them, but does not, 
he ·is not a ·good prince ; for every one that is 
'tnade fenfible of his duty, ought to do' it, if 
it be in his power. A prince tnay 'be fo far 
mifled, as to agree to the making laws that 
may be produCt-ive of. grievances' to a nation; 
becaufe.he may not apprehend they will 1urn 
out fuch; but when he finds they do, by the 
·complaints of the people, if he don't endea­
'Vour to redrc!fs the.m, he 'is' ·a 'bad governor.­
·Necefl'ary taxes mttft be· raifcd to fuppot1t ' 
'governments, nod •when n 1s ·done hi a legal 
way, according to.'the.laws of the country, 
and applied to the neceffary emergencies of 
ilate, it is a proof of difaff't'tfion, 'in perfon• 
1hat can afford to· pay .their taxes, 'to grumble 
-..t payitlg them. And .'if people at this time · 
'pay blore taxes than formerly, 'they are much 
isnore 41ble 'to do it, becau~ of -the great in-

·l:Rafe of trade; though the poor have always · 
enough to do to·Jive, and ll9e honelHy; there­
fore thofe only ·that are able to pay raxes~ 

.lbould . be taxed ; for to. aeniand of any ·man. 
what is nor in his power to do, cannot be the 
aemands . of •that law which is holy, jujJ dnd . 
gsod.-·Bat kings rhat · impofe taxes od their 
fobj_e8s without Jaw, ana take away their 
rights and properties becaofe · they have c 

P 4 poWer 
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power to do it ; and do it, becan{e it is co 
.their advantage, are but more powerful rob-. 
bees. And tbofe that dillrefs aod dellroy theit 
fubjecb, that they may the better fubdue and ·I 
tnfiave them, to enh.mce their ov.cn ~bitrary 
power, are tyrantt aod wicked rulers. ,4, a 
r·ar.'ng lion and a ragin: b1ar, fo are thrfi D'llir 

the po,..,. pe11ple.-Is it oat juLl to remove ·the 
caufcs of common calamity by rbe death of 
the principal perfon, wh~cb noth~og put biJ 
death could remove, or the death of tltc 
people from their oppreffions ? Is it betur, 
.iD fuch cafe, thai '"' mlllJ Jlie, ~ th1 natiD;, 
ptrvh' 

The promoters and abettors of llavery en­
deavour to enforce and fanflify tyranny bJ 
one text of St • . Paul, R1m: xiii. I, 2. Ld 
tvery juJ be fubje .. 'l tiJ 'lh1. higbd jiiWm; for. 
1h1re is n1 p1uer b1.t if G1d; tnuJ l~e pn»erl 
I ~·at /11, ore 6rdained if G1d. Tl'bofot'Utr tbtr,_ 
fire rtJ!fltth the fiiW• r, rtjlfieth tiM mJiM1ftl .J 
GJd ;, and thq thfl~ rt}i/1, fo.tdi r~eeiw t1 i/u,;. 
fthm . d4nr11ation.-Thefe words have been 
made a lliameful b~odle of by tha~elefs priells, 
for lbameful. ends and purpofes.-Accordiog 
to the feemiog feofe of thefe words, if by 
higher pwurs, be meant p1rfms in power, every 
~oc that is iovell.ed with power, has his 

powet: 
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power from God ; and every foul muft fubmic · 
t~ it .Oil the peril of damnation. As there is. 
nothing ef hn'lllitary right in the text, it docs 
Dot patronize the flavUh principles of paffivc . 
obedience and non-refi1lance. to · one family •. 
~ fet of men, more than to another; But if 
every one in power mufl: be paffively obeyed. · 
on the peril of damnation, a .worfc doClriqw 
c·annot be taught to en.fiave the · world·. tham · 
this; and favours more of a revelation from . 
the· infernal tyrant, than the revelation ·of the· 
glwious lihtriJ if tht · foru if God. This thell' 
is. the d~Clrine . not · of Paul, but of. priefl:s: . 
'tis not gifptl, but pritjlcraft ; for the devil · 
then 'in power· mufl: not be refifl:ed, but' 

obeyed.-! apprehend this doEhine is againft · 
l•t~tllm i agaioll tbofe · that would be· fubjea · 
to, or governed· by no power; who are for• 
no king iti this world, but !ting, Jtfus; nG · 

governor to :ex.ercife- the authority1>f rule over1 
them.: whereas God has ordained,: that there· 
fhall be fome men having higher power thau· 
the reG, to govern the refl: ; and he that 
refills this ordinance of God; and -order of · 
nature, is a rebel to God and man·; and will 
meet with his jul\ly· merited condemnation; 
for this is to overturn all order and govern­
ment among men; without which, all manner· 
of evil may.bc committed with imp\tDity • ....: 

P 5 The 
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The apO'fl1e ~'t fay, allptrjms in tower are 
t& be obeyed; -but ·the pDwtr, that ·is, nery 
order, and office, appointed by the public, 
for the public good. E-very one in a foperior 
oflice ought to be· obeyed in {uch a 1lianner as 
is neceffary. 'Tis the office, the fubjetlion ' 
is due to, for 'tis this that gives the power to 
the perfons polfeffiog it, whoever the perfon 
be, not for the fake of his perfon, but of his 
dtice and authority: fo far as his ·office, 
place, autharity, or power requires he filould 
~ obeyed, in fucb manner and degree he 
ought to be obeyed ; and he that .does fo, 
fubmits himfclf to the pQWir rather than to 
the perfon, or only ·to the perfon for the 
Dffice, power, and authority fake• not be­
caufe fo it muji be, but becaufe fo it foDuld 
be, or it is right {o to do ; for governing 
powers are the ordinance of God.-But if 
he in Qiice does not ufe the. power right 
which he is poffelfed of, he has no right to 
polfefs it; he forfeits his right by the ill ufe 
he makes of it: obeying him iri fuch cafe, is 
not obeying the ordinance of God, as his 
miniller for good ; 'tis obeying maa rather 
than God; what tht man in qffiu, not what 
th1 offiCI if the m11n requires. Thus we fhould 
dillinguilh between the perfon aod the power. 
-Every man in life ha~ a powc:r given him t.o 

l fome 
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i6ltHt IIUI. ~ddf be ·W.es .. fi9W~ ~ a ;:differ 
ftnt ebd tbao. w.htt he QU&Jlt '<» ·w,.be abuleJ · 
it:.; nd aot u6og it .right, it is r\gbt t0 tak• 
it .&.,a him.~lf kings -caa & Db ..woog, ·it i• 
becaufe as foon as they do~wrQ&g,, they ce;U~ · 
'.{ right to be kings. A good office muft be · 

aecut~ ·l'f .a JG!Od maa. . The man lliould 
be. liual f~tr tbe oilice .he is to CMCilb:; ot' 
lle is difqllalilitd for the office, aod fo cannot ' 
fervc iti ··caUot 'be what .he is aPfOiated, . 

~caufe. he :is not qualified for it{ &t taat ' ' 
king r~t1ing ·wicktdly., i9 nut a king·; thete .. · ~ 

fere the people that kill, or caft oW·fuch·a. 
man," don't kill, or call: of~:_ their king,- only · 
onrc th:tt would have been their ·Jt.iag .if be bad : 
been properly qualified for that·.high -~oe · 

ar1d 'facred dignity; and one that has Ol\king.cd 1 

hh11felf by difcoyering his inability to reign •. 
He is not a hulband, that takes ho care of his 
wife and family, and. lhe that is a whore, is ; 
tlot a wife. 

It is catife of won4er, how ic fuould ever ,. · 
come 4nto the bead of an-y man ta i!llagine,. 
1e ongbt to be obeyed .ns a God. It. is an · 
evident fign .af the ,d¢vil in '\liP, that f~• · · 
tlialfelf t1p i.o r.b~ place of God. It is m.tkiog · 
ao idol of a 1Jriace, to bring.the:judgment$ pf · 
God upoo him. It is a do.~rine thi\t 09t~ina · 

P 6 but · 
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but a prieft could iovent, or -one cht in .. 
tended to raife hts king the hipu, : that ·he 
mighdall the ~Dwfr. A fpiritual trap to ·catcb 
an unwary priocc in, to fetter him to hie eYer~ 
lafting and irretdcvable ruin. 

lf Cht~rh• had not been· a great cothu6aft, 
it could newer ba.e come into his head, that 
an.y king on earth could poffibly be fo mueh a 
favourite of God, as that he indulged him to 
do wbat he pleafed, without being account­
able as ·men ought to be that break the laws 
of fociety.-Are not kings men ? and no body 

. but prietb, madmen, or fools ever fuppofed 
or {aid they were more than men ; and if fo, 
then they arc under theJame Jaws of Gbd ill 
this world that all mankind are. Their office 
aod power indeed makes it reafonable, that 
if they reign well, they fuould be more valued 
and re!pefied than other men; bec:aofe they. 
are the authors of more good ·and. benefi[ to 
men ; but if they reign ill, . they are lefs · 
1'alued than other men ; becaufe they are the 
.caufe <1f much more evil 'and injury to meo 
'than others are.-Or rather why ihoutd .God 
hatt kings more than other men, that he 
fbould indulge them ia. the prafiice of more . 
'Wickednefs than others, to ea~ave the ·world 
'With . impunitJ. The rod·. of wrreaioa is 

·· ·ufcd · 
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afid lor · the ·. good o£ children, . w bich- I& 

.loviag father will excrcifc when nece.flity 
·calls for it, to reclaim t.hem by rcafonabl~a 
puoiftunent. To fuffer a king to be a cti.­
mioal without fear, is to debauch the office 
of a king, and d~bafe royal dignity. To 
wppofe God does it, is fuppouog partiality in 
God ; thus to do, is to debafe God, to cult 
the king. 

Men are made lings by the grace of God', 
-but not IJrants, becaufe they have not the 
grace of God in them. . And that zrtm· if 
·G,d which makes kings, comes by mean• of 
the gmJ-wiJ/ of the peopu • . · Tnofe that hold 
their power by this right, as th1 prtfinJ raJal 
ftJIIIi/1 dfJ, have the bell, the jufiefi,. and the 
moL\: natural right in the world. Properly 
fpeaking, men are made kings by th1 grac1 of 
th1 ptapk, and they behave as worthy of fuch 
office, by th1 grace o/ God. Let thofe that 
deny this, thew their commi.ffion to be from 
God, and not from the people; Jet tbern . 
plainly prove it fo, without the fophifiry of 
prietl_~;raft, that the world may believe it. 

What king did ever come from heaven ! 
.. -that any of them· fhonld prefume to claim 1\ .. 

divine right to any kingdom on earth? Or 
what com million was ever. given from hta'Vm .. 

to 
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t'o any mae, to polfefs a kingdom em ~arth 1 · 
The di'flint right ef 1dags to .rule ewer ~ople, 
'Without, and agaK!ft their confdnt, is •1rtifaa.· 
jtjl; though 'tis like-maoy other things that · 
are ·d!Hed di•ine, which -of all tllings hne the 
leaf} relation to divinity. And yet nat1oas · 
have been fo far deladed,- and impofed on by · 
their teachers, by the goveraors ana guardians" 
of their liberties, that they have fuffered their ' 
natural rights, liberties aod .properties to be . 
gi~en away, by will, at the pleafure of a . 
. departing king, like a paternal eft ate ... If a ' 
king has a right to difpofe of the 'people at his · 
death, without their confent; why not to fell ~ 
the kingdom in liis life-time without their · 
confent, as a man to fell his ell-ate ? or to fell : 
his fubjdl:s, as -cattle are fold in the market l · 
but if he cannot juflly give away the kingdom • 
at his duth, nor fell it in Ms life-time, . 
without confent of the people, rben 't{s evi­
dent that the power of .governing thecn lies · 
in thcmfdves, and no · man has a right to a . 
kingdom, as a man hath to an eflate; but 
that, the right and powtr if gDvtrning a noliDn, 
is in ihe p~wer if the na·tion, t\ff 'tJ'I'anny and 
Clppreffions rob them of it,· aod .render them 
for ever inc:~pable of rcc~veriog their n-'1tiw 
,igbt: then f.uewcl all tbat is dear and va­

lu;~ble to a free people.-When a whole 
' nation 
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natron ·beecme. the ·property .of Q! <king or.. 
prieft, or of botb ·unitecf to make ·the chei~ 
that binds them the lhonger, who dare fay 
hd foul ·or boay is his own ? And as kingly · 
majefty, (o the -priefihoOd' is ·continued by 
the people. " Whoever is' declued :to be ·a 
" ptieft by aay'fodety, ·in priell: to them;.. 
K and ceafes tO be One, ·the moment they 
" declare him none.'' -·Bat all pretended 
r!ght that is maintained by power, force ~nd 
Yiolence, is no longer right than 'the foun­
dation can fupp_drt it: He polretrcs my pro­
perty, as a robber does that is ftronger than I, 
and can hoi~ it'n:)longer than he hol0s his 
fhengtH; for when I can, it is my right to 
difpotfefs him of his nnjufi: gains.-He that 
would enOave a nation, is himfclf a fi.1ve to 
fome other perfon, or to his paffions, and to 
re!llefs ambition.-· He has a weak bead, and a 
w.:chtl 'heart; and if fuperffition and bigotry 
may . pafs for religion, he may be a ver'J 
religious man. · 

The ScDtch pri1ltt alrumed a tyrlllloical 
power mer the coofiitotioo of this rc:alm, and 
the tonfcieoces .of men, throughout his whole 
reign. He endenoured . to. encroach on the 
privileges of parliament, and to fet himfelf 
Abfi'Ui 1/H laws. In tbe(e pri,,citles and prac· 
tiuJ, · be was flattered and encouraged by his 

fycophant 
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i,cophaot,inioilb:r~t·biChof'$ •n~.~ler8J. Wit~ 
tbcfe falfe 11otioD8 of power, the .foo'i:bcart 
was corrupted, .his bead was turned .and: OYer• 

turned. Ambition• mm. &Qld.· thenr, tbeil 
perfoos and authority were difliiU, to e~t 
themfelves thereby; .they {wallowed .the F#:-1 
jan1 bait, ancl were:into:&icated with it ; : tb~ 
reeled. and ftaggered, with licentious powc:c. 
like drunkCD men. 

' 
Whatever.is dt''llint, mull beJo iil:tlie nature-

of the thing ; and if Co, then fuch .as are ~ 
nature ~ng1,. are kings by divine light: md' 

• fuch his fuc£dfoF fcems to haV<: been~ who· 
kept by his \yiCdom what he gqt by his valour, 
Nature herfdf could not forbear difcovering 
her diforder, groaning for the nation, at lhc 
lofs of fo great a.man.-But nature feemed · 
Dever to delign .the mao; whom this day· has 
almo!l deified, a hit,hcr fiep. than thu of a 
/;ijhop ~ nor his. father, than that of a ftho?/., 
mofl r. Both father and· fon millook their 
abilities, in conceiving themfelves kings by any 
ilatu1·a/ qualifi/otion they had for that office, 
or by any thing like ditJiM rig/it inherent im 
their petfons.-To can:y on this juggle unco 
their reigns, and t<> deceive the populace into 
the divinity ·of the Stuart Jan«ilj, th~ir fuc­
cdfors pretended to work miracles, ''itr curi• : 

dif~:afes 
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difeafes by a touch, and the biJhops aad clergy 
countenanced th~ fraud, aad carried ou the 
impofture. Some fools now have f<&ith enough 
teD believe (and when -have not fools a foolilh 
faith) that the feed of the St11arts have this 
gift, and have been as far as Frtnm or Rom• 
to partake of it. A fuf6cieot demonftratioa 
of the i'11pljitio" and jl11pirli1J of that party. , 
Rut truth and tighteoufnefs are not fupported 
by religious knavery. 

Enthufiafm enraged is madnefs; if the pcr• 
fo!¥ fcized with it are exafperated, they grow 
mad. The king was e~ahufiafl enough t~ 
believe, that he of all the nation wu the foil 
jafJotlritl of heaven.· The people who ha4 
k:ratiniziog eyes, feeing nothing fuperlative 
in hila, worthy the delight of heaven or of 
~th, began to conceive, that if he &J tb, 
gr•u if GtUI, was GOd's peculiar favourite, 
they bad as much right and title to thot gratl 
as he. Thas the eothufiafm whicl;l the prietls 
)lad kindled in the king, bega11 to fpread 
among the people; and the wild fire being 
caught out of the priefls hands, it was no 
Jooger under their direClioo. Every one of the 
l-ord's people was as good as a priell or a king. 
And bow indeed could it be otherwife-, 
unlefs the king and prieft bad by their better 
doarine and coodua taught the people bett~r l 

And 
I 

j 
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.Atld fo all thought themfelves to be A:ings-a;,J.• 
.1ri~/ls ta God, rom the it111fb, even that lamb-· 
rwho is convertible into a Ji.n. As the king 
himfelf, in his way, was baptifed with the 

lire of this enthuf.tafiic fpirit, fo from him 
:the fl"ame cafched the peopl~ ; his priefis 

._fuwed the feods pf it in him, and he .among: 
tall the people. It begun at court, and ex• 
tended over all his dominions. Such- as men.. 
fowed, they alfo reaped in full meafure, mak­

illg good the righteous fentence of ftriptnre, 
which faith, W-ith whatjuttJtr mtnfur~ 1' l!tlf'-t· 
itjhul/·ie nmrju1rd to '}Dll agairr. 
' ' 

I read that, ' The bad policy of kiag 1tJmH 
" apf)earell ln 11otlliog more than 1m faHiDg .. 
• -.out with his J'llrjuunents. This was princi­
.. palty owiag to his 11fJrliVIIla•t nltmu if r'fal 
&. pow,r, which ·he oarr.ied btghu 'limn mofb 
~of-his .prmeoetlbrs.,. aad ·il·f.l:r-·as was mma• 
" .fifteat with~ 'limiu:a· mouar.cbf., fach ·u ia-­
• ·the wife and happy confti1011icm of Engit~rul. 
' This brought many and -great inccnnnien­
' des upon .him; and happy had' it been, if. 
c his only furvlring foo and fuccetfor Char-les I. 
' had taken warning by the imprudent ma .. 
'nagement of his father; 'for thcn.·he might­
~ have avoided the rock on whiCh he ullhap­
• pil1 fplit. But being broug~t up. i1.1 the· 

• famca.: 
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' fame high notiruu t1J preroaativt, he trod io 
' the fame fteps, nay took larger jiridcs towards 
' arbitrary pow.r than even his fal'her had 
' done. By this means, .tne people tbat fide& 
4 with the ·party againfi the coui:t, grew every 
' d~y more formidable, mens . paffions on 
c both fides were heated, mutual diftruft and 
• je-aloufy took place ; and religion alfo mix-ing 
' in the quarrel, the patrons ·of civil liberty 
" made their advantage of it, till enthufiafm, 
~ which g.tthered ftreogth from the artitrary 
"promdingsof the· tourt, and the jt'fllf'ity· of th1 
'hirrtlrthy, grew rampant in. its .. turn, and 
• overturned not only the hierarchy btit the 
' ~TUntJrthy too.' ·This is the fum Of th·e ge­
Geral.hiftorj·of tMfe times, of·which p.atttiCI.l• 
lar . fa~s are but .fo many ·predft. . 

· Thefe were ·the :mifmanagements -of king 
Charles, "hii exerci6ng an unla,wful -power, 
that ·is, a .power ·tO raife taxes without coofent 
of parliament ; his infohing, provoking, and 
falling out•lNhh them, infiead of a becoming 
eadeavour to· pleafe fhem, as if 1t1ajtjly con­
fdled in haughtintfs-nevcr convoking them 
but .when compelle.d by want, and wh:n his 
wants were fatisfied, fuddenty adjourning or 
dilrolving them again in a lbort time after 
their meeting; and at thofe times feizing fome 

of 
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of their members;. calling men to account oac 
of parliament for what. was faid in it,. w~icdt 
ou_gbt to pe tht fonllutrYJ of fi:ud!Jm; 4nd try .. 
ing all the illegal ways he could to- fupply his 
Deed without them. Eltt•ltt jrars did fJt:t:l.ll­

~icat powtr nl_n uncmtmdtd by parliament-. 
The king's protetling and defending evil 
Jrlioifiers, that pafoaded him into fuch mea ... 
fures, both abroad and at home, as were pre­
judicial to the .nation.-His fuewing favour t<> 

papills, apd puttin3 many of them into pofis 
of power and authori~y, whom all- proteClanta 
bad reafon to dread and abhor, remembering 
qoeeo.. Mary's hur11ing rtign. . Au.thorifing· 
archbi(hop La11tfs tyranny, who li-ned men i~J 
hl& high-co01mi.ffion court ·.at his · pleafurc:., 
while the king's minifiers, by his (ole autho! 
rity, did the fame in' the fiar-chamber.-His 
BiYing men reafun to eomplain b,~ hard· and" 
uojuft ufage, and denyi_ng them the liberty of 
complaint.-His railing an army againtl · his 
Scqtcb fubjetls to- force them to conformity 
aod obedience to- l.a11d and . the liturgy. It 
was grievous to. the king to redn;fs tbe.grje. 
tances of hls fttbjeas, which were often re­
lijOnfirated, and perpetually augmented ; an<! 
when he fuffered them to ~ redrelf~, iJ 
feemed to be by confiraiot, anc;l with a delign 
to. renew them.-The. · ~arlir.ment's being 

neve~~· 
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.-.er able ·to depend on his promifes being 
i!Uilled, if he had power to brdtk them.­
Thefe things were the u'nhappy mifmanage. 
ment of that ltiog~ which in· tire end brought 
on him the hatred of the people, and his own ,, · 
defiratHon. . And as 'the kiog took extraor-

dinary and unprecedented ftrides towards 
arbitrary power, the_parliameot'wc:re obliged 
to take extraordinary and unprecedented 
firides to prevent his engroffiog it to the 
ruin of the people's ~~~rties .and liberties~ 
Though neither fide were---entirely ianocent, 
or all their aaioos jufiifiable; and in fuch 
confulion of affairs, lt Is impoffible they could 
be void of blame; yet 'tis enough .if ~e fee 
dearly which fide was mojl in fault, and was 
the real occation of all the faults of the other 
lide. -It appears by the general conduCt of 
Char/d's reign, that he ufed. his people not u.S 
~ nu'Ji''g father does hiJ children, but as ~he; 
Lord ufed .his enemies, a.nd made them fucb 
to bimfetf, fur !u ruled them as with a to {of 
:rcn, and lrou them to piws as ·a ;ott(r's vd;'el, 
-1'\l-C commons fuewed tht:ir fiddicy to the 
nation, in often entering into the coofiJeratica 
of the liberties and properties of the fubjeet, 
and Q{ the multitude of grievances c.omplained 
of by the people, as it was their duty to do, 
who are ~hofta to be guardians of their 

liberties; 
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liberties ; aod not t~ be creatures of the·court; 
or tools of dominiont- to. enrich thcmfclvu 
and beggar. the nation, bUJ:. defenders· of the 
kiogdaa~, to red refs. an. in jared people from 
cautt·oppreffions. They had. a right, as it 
was their bufinefs to hoar and e¥amioe into 
griroan.-ts, and do their endeavour to redref11 
them. To whom lhould the people feek 
redrefs in fuch cafes, but to their reprefenta-, 
tives ? and when fought for in a ltga/ manner, 
it was i.1/tga/ not to do them jufliu; for that 
is to crufu them with injtijlict.-Such vile 
infringements of the laws were fo often made~. 
that the parliament then muft have had no 
regard to themfeives, nor their country, not 
to be inccofed at it.-The feverities of the 
church and fl:ate iocreafed the enem1es to both.' 
I may here fet the church btfore the llate, 
becaufe the llate was ruled by it.- Many then 
forfook their native country, forced by the 
inclemency of government, for lhelter among 
the favages of America, hoping to enjoy life 
more to tht:ir fatisfaCHon abroad, in an un­
known and foreign country, than what they 
could c:xpeCl: at home. 

A~ the dukt cf RucHnglXlm wns rhc man to· 
whom (at the beginning of CharltS's reign) 
the people impored the caufc of all their grie­
vances, one litlitmant Ftlion·undertook, at the 

ex pence 
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etpeoce of his life, to attempt the redemptioa· 
.of the nation, by fiabbing the duke to the· 
-heart,· fo that be fell down dead ; and happy · 
had· it been, if Felton's fuccefs· had· been equal 

to his g~od intention, and undaunted atl'ion. 
Happy had· it been, if the king could have : 
learned care and· condMtl from it, by endea­
vouring to eafe and· pleafe the people; and 
not by an obftin~te difregard, or invincible 
fi~pidity, opened the fountain of t~eir blood, 
'vhi~h inevitably drew after it the lofs of his 
own.-Atl:ions well defigned, b'ut without 
fucccfs, are often blamed when men fee the 
event, • but not before. Many things are: 

r 
known ' to be wrong when they take·a wrong 

· • turn to our expctl'ations and dciires .. - The 
putting Charles I. to death, was not cficemcd· 
a ·4in hy the nation, till Charl.:s II. came in: 

·The nation did n.ot repent of it, till then; 
and till then, God did not feem di(pleafed 
with them for the acHon ; and then the Lor.d 
was difpltafed, 9r the priefis belied him, as 
they have often done. Chads tl.•e . martyr 
gives us'a fample of what many other martyrs 
h.avc been, who died for their folly and ob- . 
fiinacy, not for their wifdom and goodnefs. 
The mo. her church has n:any fuch martyrs in : 
her calends ; nod its excufeable for the daugh­
t.r to have 'ne.-The power that is of God is 

a good 
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a good governing power, or a power 'that 
governs us for our good : This excites a love 
to God, . when he puoUhes us only for our 
r~formation, not 'flijits th1 ini9uitits if th• 
fatb"s fll thtir innocent childrm, for this pre­
vents our loving him. The more dreadful 
we conc;eive him to be, the lefs Jovte we have 
towards him .. -A religious f~nfe of deity mull 
needs be, that God makes, or knows the 
difFerence we make between good and 
eyil, and rewards or punifhes accord!ng to 
the regard we have thereto. But·, what is 
good and evil to man, is r.:~JilJ and iuuJ!arilf 
fo to him, whether it be the fame to dod or 
no, and we mull: form our conduCt by our 
r~ufe and knowledge thereof in all things re­
lating to ourfelves and fociety, tha"t is, we 
mull: judge, whetl1er a£Hons are fit or unfit, 
as they may be prejudicial or beneficial to·our­
feh·es or others, by the nature and neceffity 
of their circumfiances.-Jf we ae for. our 
own private good in oppotition to that of the 
public, 'tis a vice; and fo much the greater, 
as the aCtor is a more public perfon, or perfon 
eiHrul\ed <A·ith the good of the public; An 
aCtion for the puhlic good, is an txitnfiul 'l.Jirl~tt; 
and the gooduefs is greater or )cfs io degree, 
a~ it more or lefs redounds to the public in­
tereft or adyantage. This is good aod true 
poli~y, • aod better than any bad an·d falfc 

religion, 
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•J'eligion. Apd aU rollgion is falfe and baCJ 
· ttuat has oat · this true policr in i.t. Seein·g 
··peceffi~y 'requires, of t\vo evils 'we fuoutd 
·chafe· the lea;!f; 'rivau good, when it com~ 

. ! in cocnpetidoo with the pWIIit, ~uld be macle 
to fubmit to it: If then takiag aw.ay the life 

·of u11t IIUin, will redeem a nation from tivll 
·,and iote.LH.oe wars, he knfiWr llDthing 111 all who 
· d~s DO( t~n/idtr, that it is gHd Dnl mtm /b~ulrJ 
· tli1 fir th1 p~apu, ihat till nfition pn-ijh · r11t. 

The king's mdea"VOUr ·to force epifcopal 
'.government, with the dlfcipline, ceremonies, 
.and fervice of cbe chtu:~h of England, on the 
· SCDts ~ation, · fet the Se~ts againfi him u:ith no 
·Jefs zeal on their fide, which produced the 
···solemn League and Covenant, to maintain their 
~own mode of religion againfi all innovations. 

: 

~Religion •is a thing of that nature, that 
i t~ugh by pretending it, nothing is more eafy 
. ·than to wheedle people out of ·their feofes, 
••• appears by the pageantry., trumpery, ~dols, 
raDd breaden god of R.Mnt; or though ·people 
. JUY be brought up in :what is called religion, 
• witbout .any fenCe at all of right ·or wrong, 
. but aa tb~y are taogbt, 1as perfe.cutiog apd 
:'burning men for coafcion~ aDd· jqdgmeqt• 
. 1ak.c, evidently thew ; yet neither can rtligiqn, 
? or what bears that name, briDB forth the 

v.o L. ur. Q.. fruit 
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iroit ·of·good worln, which is fim:ibly,olbi:recl 
in, ·and put on as a yol:e with fcverity. 
1te:tfon m:~y fometimes prevail, buh:ompaifion 
11ever, to make men abandon what they eft«"tD 
{acred ; for violence committed on the facrcd 
veneration men have for what they eft~m, 
nod have been accuftomed to elleem rtligiolt,­
nirs up their abhorrence to that violence, ancl 
turns their veneration to zeal, ·to enthuliafar, 
to frenzy ; and then it is, m~n fo irritated are 
fit to burn or be burot. · Whoever atte~pts 
t.o fill Got/'s hotift bJ camtdling miff t1 mnt in, 
'Will find 'it the onlY. way to t"'fty · it. This 
mctnod·, in!lead of driving any_ttfeful members 
io., wUl drive mauy ou~. Hnhat endeavours 
to force mens confciences, in matters not 
injurious to the governmeat, has ·no tight 

·notion either of gO\'ernment· ot of religi~: 
for he . that fuppretre5 · rtn bonell confcience, 
fupprerfes religion. The qJD(cience that:wou:Jd 
injure -another, is an evil confc:ience; · becaufe 
1t is an injurious one ; ·therefore a po)'iih 
confcience is fuch as deferves no toleration 
among protefiants; becaufe it- faffers paplfts 
-no't to tolerate any other than their own. If 
it have toleration, therefore, · amoeg pro­
teflaats, it is more than it deforves ; and that 
toleration ought to be•under proper reftraiots 
and l~ititions, to B'lard their own liberfi.ea 
· ~g~nfi ! 

I 
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;agalafl its•oanlfulleiluer~ce. It i's much l!lore 
•fafe ··to tolftoate Mahometllnifm, Judaifm~ .or 
.Pag.are, ·· fhail.l?opery._,.A right .cQnfcience 
....,..-ds God; .. CtP nevu illjure others for 
"C!!OIfclente.d'akc.~~/ip" •is nothing elfe bUt 
JrrliRing in, · Mid worjhippi~tg God, . am;rding t• 
:1h1 diilal.tl if confiimu, and ~f it ~urts no 
llody, nor bas wy ttoi:Mncy·to ·it, iL ougln: 
.tO be tolerated·; for aot:to. t~ente fuch faith 
aad worfbip, is defiruai9e o( lincerity and 
-rnnh;· . An4 kindling a ~rfecutioo againfi lt 
_.,.aawarraritab~ OpPf?Gtion, kindles tht flanm 
..of ·enthufiafm ·in the ·perkcttted. He· that 
•ere& a chnrth -on the ruins of humanity; and 
.carries a fpkitual conqueR· over Saoghteretl 
•eonfci~, is igaorant -of Hivine and human 
· nature, knows. nothing of religion, and is ·a 
~~cl to the majefty of heaven, which 'he pre­
'"tcods to •wotlbip; but 1ti& ·the majefty of the 
.,. praeft· be •really -promo~s "and pays ltis ado­
·imioo to.-Cerem~ies are·infit.11ifo4111 as well 
.au itldiffmnt things 1 but he. makes them tjfm­
. tiill•·who ·:raifes conteations and bloodlhed ia 
:dofenc:e · of them. Such ceremonies and en-

" croacbments as 'lire fet up to pun down 
-·:Uberty. men ·'may ·warrantably guard aga~bft 
1•>81ld- oppcfe.-W-here liberty is rooted· out, 

fiacerity is rooted oat; impartial juQice and 
goadoef~· in futh a ftate finds Jio, place.-If 

· · ·· Q..2 Go~ 
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, God is a reafonable nature~ form ·or no ~ 
equally pleafes him, for alih fineerity in. a«; 

.lftujl be Dlile acttptflllle from ail, by whattver 
·mode, or in whatever manner the liaceri~· 
,•ppears J .as we are-told, • The.Lord fiitb nit 
as man fieth., but the /.ml PYgDrthtb th1 hHJJ't, 

. .And again, t 71N t¥1« urfoippm ww.Jhip tbr 
Father in j;irit and in truth. The beft ·an4 

.only .heft things pleafe the only bell being; 
-Modes aod externals pleafe \Re men of 
,mode . and of fuputiclal j'(ldgmebts;- w~ 
.:ever way men ufe, .which plea£e. "theatf.clns 
in ferving 9od, ~ot ·difpleafe him; for tbe 
heart fanai6cs the aaion, without.which ltll· 
·is no JllOre than.mere faotafiic falhioo, empl.f 
ceremony, and foolilh forG~ality •. ·Qod .Jovt& 
that men fuould pleafe thcmfelves in~eanog 
him, if he ma4e us, as we arc· told; to give 
us pleafnre and happinefs, not to iocreafe bis 
o~n.-He M'ho underftands that I!JUtll}i•mily 
in all religions is eguaJ/y acttpta6/e to Godr .will 
.Give. liberty of confcienc~ ·to all; hut'h~ dMt 
·fees it not, is . religiQUlly blind, aod pi~y 
fiupid.-He that denies ~n ~ib«rty of ~-

. fcience, make.s .fop1e .men bypocrites, a~ 
.defiroys thofe that cannot be fo made. I1Ic 
. defiroys that..fincerity amoog lllJ~ ·.wb~h..ia the 

• r Sam. xvj. 7• t John iv. ~l- . 
- · onlJ 
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OtJij'pure religion all the world over. Liberty 
of confdence to every man to worlhip God1 

and endeavour to pleafe him in·· the belt-' 
.manner·that appear~ to him; is as much the · 
divine right of every fubjea~· as pawer is the . 
divine right·. of the beft and. moft right(Ql 
k-ings on earth.-What .I call the worlhip of · 
Ood, is; that action which concerns only 
God. and the wor(hlpper, and has no relation· 
t() mtumand tuum. An action which hurts no 
man, iuid which benefits no man brit the wor~ 
~tpper; And as God is tht Gid of tht fpit ·:ts 
of t~/1 jlt/h1 he muft have an equal regara to 
the fpirhual worlhip, which is fincerity in all. 
-_.Jf it was evident to all, what (ort of wor:.. 
Alp · God loves or 'hates more titan anothet;· 
lhete would be fo!IIe reafon' to value one better 
« worfo.tban another. But till that is ·tto~, 
Or appe~ OQ ~ood proof, ·all fides have 
CC!}Ual · pret.enfions in their own way.-The 
ceolideration of mao's ignorance of God, is 

, ftdficlent· to humble die fpiritual pride of the· 
moll conceited eothutiaft ; for though there 
is• DOt any thing in the world is more talked 
of, than of God, there .is not any thiag io the 
world lefs known; and the grcatefl prictls 

• kaow as little of him as the meanefi men • . 
Therefore · methinks they 4\ould not prefumc 
f.I)G aacb, feeing though they bear the name 

Q..3 of . 

• 
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:filf di~inis, they are but little acqaalntt!d'Wifi, 
4wtnity; therefore gtatltnde'liod1mo<loJ11tioll 

·become all.parliu. •· . · · ' ~.:; 
... '. ·. ~~· 

The king went· to S#tiPnJ. ~th. @_, ar.my_ of 
2o,oao DU!o,-to reduce the &«s ;to t~ . .oJ?c­
dience of:prelati~ power .and 'ODlmon. prqer.. 
So the. kiag: fir A raifed armt asainft Ja.is Cub .. 
jefu, and t·aught. tb.cm to lla1,uLup i.o &heir 
own defence agaiall a. dt;luge -of artmr:ary 
power. True k is,. that he did not afeJus. 
army againft the Stfltl; ltecau(e the En;lifo 
\vue not fond. o( aailling fw:h pow.er.. the 
king being advifed aot to. 11enture a. b•tik: 
but if he had not intended it, wby an that 
_parade of pdwer, and· MJoning tbe 'nation te 
fuch an uonecea&ry. expence, when he wu 
always -in want of money ? This wound wu 
fkinncd over between the king and the Sntt 

_· by a fort of truce rather than peace.-The 
.· ScDts obftinately determined not to fubmit to 
.. any alteration in the~r religion, and the 'king 
. as obllinately to make tbcni, urged on by 
'archbitbop Laud, who managed· the kiDg's 
confcieoce, as men manage bealls of borden~ 
Such llupid animals are kings· who arc enDaved 

· by prieLh.~ The king refolving to redu~ th• 
• . &Dtl by force ofitrms to 'hls will~ • mimer'Ous. 
·umy a raif~, but wanting. money ther~ waa 

ll~'-
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<tt;Qe¢ctllifrt~9- .~all ··~n·,.f!!lg~ parliament,,. lc!\ · 
'>flltrher-·im~ti~ ~tal~ f~n·tw alie~te th:e> 
aifeaioos of the people1· kt t~e; padiam~jl · 
when called ·had no de1ire to aggrieve · the 

· &&s ~ but,to have cbek owo·grimooes re .. 
dtc:JICd• . Braft meo:, that . wowd not h 
bfitfJfed: by-· court-threats nor flatteries J "'an<\ 
·th-Ough .We;pray ·for tho patden of thtir ·ftns1 

~ it•lWcit\ld '~~e M illOte l'()omeDd our own. 
:..:;..Thi'B ·parliament n~t<complyiog with ·ths 
king·s demaods, nor • he with thehs, it Wll!t 

·di1J'olved in llbout··three wc~:ks.i• .and- as W.l9 

"'Bfual with him, he Cent [()me of.the m~mb~rs· 

. 10 prifon -When powet il in the hand of · • 
:Jdolifh . pdoc;e, his cserdfmg ic expofes his 
, ,foUy~ . Hie. prieel lhpuld have. raught ~bin . 
. . s,u.,.•s- afly.ice •, Be '"' haJIJ i11 thy fpirit 11 

h ttngrJ, for 11ng~r rtjlttli .;, th1 ~Djim if f•als•-
....,.Now . the kibg prepares ag!Unt the. S(its, 

• . .aad .the Slits agmnJl the king, and in the end 
.t~ Sc.au had the advantage. , The king. ia 

. ®W Qbliged to call an Englijh parliament ·t9 
fc~tle ,the diQorbed ftate of the nation\· This 
was the taft parliament, which. met i~ . N1• 
fllmlw 164-0. ADd ·as the nation had beell. 

· aJways oppr~ll'cdo without being able to ob.l 
·eaio any rcdrcfs; and all former parliame~ns . •c1 .bceu bubbled ; they firft •.Ppqin'red ·• , 

fclecl:'.,; 
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ftlefl.:committee 'to d,aw.-up a retnonltrancc:.· 
tf. all the grievames .of the oatien, which, wert. 
IIGDierOOit but. DOt prrfentcd till a year. after;, 
The . king weU koowiog. !fhat he had 'tG . 
~xpca, . thewed. great· compliance. io giviog . 
.bisaBCnt to al~ thcir .billa. bciag. awed~ .''fit·. 
likely~ into .a fott of. t:ta~lablcoc"~ by aa. 
auny of St•ll beiug.io..t.lte nat:ioa.-The par· 
liament weot a grel\t way. in ~cling ·tbe. 
matioo'a grievances, aod. pPGiihiog. tl,c a.utbonr . 
of them; whic:h rQdercd them- popular. Ear'l · 
$Jraffirti wa$ . brought to- the block. Thtr . 
l·igh cq,mmiJ!Un-c~rt. aod . jlar~_ham/Jtr wcr.­
aboliCbed, an~ me.ny gr-eat · aod -gPQd. tJaiflla, 
were donc·..at the begioeing of t~s. padiluMet.. 
~But though the kiog . .fuif~c4 tbeiD to &•. 
Dn great lengths, .ia deliveriog the u.tioo {rQD~ 
great oppreaioo~ they knew. it w.as conrr.a.ry .. 
fo his natQral difpofition-; for he .hated to • 
lla'e his aptbol'ity limited by parl.ia~eot~ a~ 
wa~ dctirout of .nothing more than .o£ reigniqa~~ 
without them; thereae. though . they ha4,1 
'patred a bill for triennial parliaal~P~, J.hey ·. 
could not dep.and lJIQil the fecurity qf that· 
)aw; for what Jecurity can ~W. a1fard, fro01.. 
one- that .tramples upon law; t~refore tb~J-· 
procured the killg's affenJ to _the~r !flaklifo;-: : 
ttunr durinz their ow!l P,leafure, _and ~.avi~i ·. 
{o done, tbey carried their point in all thing a: 
'"~_uJldertook, to tranfact..-And well know- -

. Uli.,': 
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U..tP,elc .pqw~r·pa~ bet~ defpifed, ~Dd:as i~ 
JI{Cr.e,. ;aqaullCld, for. ftm~ time be(orc. theJ 
loolwd.witb a j4~qus eye on aU tbe a&ions·o£ 
t~ k~ ~d rcfolv~, by way qf (elf de· 
fc«e. to t\aqd by and protetl oqc apotq~r ,. 
fftd rp prefcrilte .dtJC liq1its to. that tyraanical 
power, WlNC~ h~ ~nflaved the Dilti~n fifteen. 
Jears befQre.-They kuew ~hat to make lions 
.._.e, is· to fet~r the~P, and &bat then, thougq 
they may fcem tame, yet as foon as they flip 
their fet:tePS, they appear to. be lipqs 1liU. 
Whether the king feare4 tbofe: he. ha.d. bef.on; 
iafulted and irritated ; for tyrannical .tempera 
uader powe~, or in fear, a~ the·moft abjea ;. 
or whether he was ~nder fome bettev fort of 
tukioo, like Nw1 under S111tta, that he be- · 
baftd io. a tra&.lble manner for a w.bile ; I 
lUll-not pretend to determine; but eerttio it 
was, they knew the man. ' Therefore they 
had a jealous eye on aU his a!ljo11s; . aqd .a.s. 
tbcy could never trufi him with fafety, · wht:n 
he went afterwards to Scotland, they had as 
much reafon to fear, he would contrive .. tp .. 
bring a .Swch army agaioQ them, a~ l;le had 
before .raifed an Englijh army againft t~~ S!tJts, 
contrary to the will of the E"'.lifo p;trliam.en.t 
and peopk.-Mea ef fenf~ aod pcaetrati.o~­
J.avc the gifts of difccmiog the fpirits of other· 
.aca, m.orc cbao the imprudeRc· and unwar1 
· QJ, can·. 
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can difc~m their own; and time' made it q­
pear, their mil\rnft aftd·; jealoufy was wot 1)11. 
founded. The king, who was always as w~ 
in his coadac!l-, as he was tyrnoical ia tttlnpit; 
. coula Do tonger be reftnined : tlte. feverity 
and 'fafty' of his difpofition difcovered itfetf; 
'though at' the moft imprOper feaLOn ~ for:aa 

· the proYerb fays, .M"'..ffld cots ., no t~tl 
·mouftrs, It was now too late· to l>egtn again 
to attempt the fhewing his great power when. 
he had futr'ered 'his head to be fboro ; and 
though ht flfllllt 6114 foid, I wili t• fiJrlll t1s I'll 

· itblf' timil, 111111 jhew my trltlt· jlfAtrit.tb.; h. 
· lni'W not tbllt tiH Lvd was li"tlrtM Jr-• In•, 
and was now with the parliameat1 fdl' tho 

· Lord is never on the fide of Wtllhlifs (ltfl/ f.ll]. 
Undoubtedly thia condefcenfion ia the king't 
'debering fo much of his rtgali• to the par-
1iameat, was ~ proof of. weak jUdgment, if 

· ·)lc was right in maintaining it at filft fo ftre· 
· nuouny, that he always difobligeGI his parlia­
. m'ents, and would jf he could · kne reigned 

without any ; bttt if be Was right in his com.­
. placency; betaufe lie faw his former errOr; 
why did ·be foolilhly alfume fuGh:. authority 

.· again, 'ia 'feading officers to the hoafe of lords 
aod comixions, to feize fome of their members, 

)nd to deliver artides of impeachment againft 
them· Qf blgh trcafuo, attd at cbc fame (Hbe, 
. .. . ' bJ 
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.JaJ ~sJol:e,. aut~§>rjfY., to fend pcrfoos- w !cal · 
·•I> ·l~ir- .dOQrs, tr.u~ • . and pajlet~.? · · An.d 
~'W.tw .4ld_ ~- col_lle. bimfelf wirb .an armed band ' 
, t~ --oex.t day to -demand. their . delivering up · 
. tbGfe mcmbus ~ Docs thia. look like a tho._ 
. tonab conviaion of his error.r or was it only · 
. &he dfea of re)iraining grac1.? Was oo~ this 
, like 1/u dog's rttltt'ninito his wmit·•gain, and . 
, 1Pie 1p1 ftw that 1.vos w(l/hld. trJ; h1~ wajkw:n~ · 
,_ ;,. thl rniref Did it. not evidcntl)l thew tho 
: nature -of. the man, that: tht~tJid •llllln, the old 
.tyrannical oatur~ was yet in ·him• and that ha · 

' had nit put him ·'if wilh hil dmis; that he had . 
, at>t .put · on tiJ1 NW• man in rigbttM~foifs anti -

_ . fotwity, ·bot in profe.iften · ancl·· ateraal aP" ~ 
. pear~· o;ly l Di~ not . tbofe -clear-fighte& : 
: JDeD the cosam011s .fee through himl. Wu 
net .. thci.l' inw.ud jealoofy. coo.fir . .med and. int 

. crcafcd by this outward proof ,of his uncon- . 
wned}UuJ Had not.then the co~oss; the: , 
guardians. of• .the people'.s liooties, .. reafon ,tQ ,. 

be on their guard again.ft. all Ms a8ion~ 1 Did- ~ 
n~t they well, in·witbftandiog· futh 'tynank,al ,: 
fpirit,- and .in fending a fefjeant at arllH io 
break· opes- 1he- fcals, · aatl .·apprehend otho(o 

. that put t!Mm on ? for •U• they -bad Dot mado , · 
: ,..nan(againft th,eC. arbitruy pr95eedioge, .'ju}. . 

: .tlley had don~ befor.c had be.en to·no pucpofe1 
. .A¥.· .9i~ -~Y. -not well, , to.mak._e. a~ ~rdp:., 

Q....6 . !orbiddi'!&..; 
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forbkldiog tile Jeiting •ny of the~ mecaherf. 
witbout leave. of the bo~ •. autbpr~ aUt 
members to tland upon. tbeir guard, aad all 
(.00{\ables and other ot&ers to aiift them f 
For bad they not done this, they bad efta .. 
J;Jiilhed tbemfe!Yes as membCrs of parliament 
in vain; nay, they had not eftablilhed them· 
feh·es at all ; for if they had left it in the 

. king"s power to apprehend ant of them at bit 
pleaf11re, he might have gone on~ and bJ 
£och repeated aas, (oon demolUhed the par· 
llament. No doubt but if they could have 
trofied the .king to the 14ws, aad permiuecl 
their triennial aCl to take place when thcJ · 
1Rre dUwltcd, they would a~t have cootiouedi 
ahemfdves by a niW aB:; which, though it· 
was cqotrary to any Jort~~~r, Wa$ howe.'fer '""' 1 
becaufe ·it was agreed to by the king, lords. . 
and commons ; for fuch agreement makes 
l.lw by the coofiittttion of this realm; and 
•xtraordinary cafes ma1 require extraordin.ary 
ads, to be mad~ :. for to every new necellity ~ 
aew law mull: be adapted, and proportioned . 
to the ~xigeocy of the cafe. But Jf a king~ • 
Gr his minillers by his command, afi contr!lrlf 
t,o law, it is uoh1wfuJ, .ud they are culpable. 
oi the breach of the Jaws of the la~ .-+orc~. 
mol\ be oppofed by force, and deceit may ~· . 
. fubtett~d by deceit~ when oth~ m,ctAQds.fa),l~_. ~ 

· et 
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tlf · t~~Mt·' hilt· DOt IJ.b. ~ 'ftgard ·for' relf~ 
defence • . W.htre· there it good grou~ for , 

. jeatoufy., meo· ought· alw_ars to be. Q~n tbeif 
guard; and· neve( part \Yith their power,.. 
when they fear being attacl.£e4 ;, apd ft> moe~ 
the more exert tbemfelves~ as the enemy i$ 
1.ri1Jt hi authority. Kings that ufe their pi:>wer 
to prey on t~ people, Solomon compares to 
roarint lions 111ft{ ragint ~e{lrs ; a~d they are 
aot mor~ merc;if~JJ wheJ) the4' i~ig.n~ion ~ 
(}irred u~ and reJenae is iP: lbtir, rc!lch..~ 
ae that takes a.way a peopl~'s Iiberti~, ~its a 
cJelign on their properties ; an4 dse~r lives are 
oext at his merc;Y.· l..f:t ~i.Pss. alp~e to .eQ~rof~ 
power,. aDd the propert1 Qf hit fubjetts •. an~ 
their libertieJ and lives wilL fpJlow.-If 
'Chllrl# did not' grafp at this, why di~ h~ . 
frctend ~!lee tQ his Jarli4spenr,. ~nd PJc:parr. 
tor war again£\: them, by fending his queeQ. 
to Holltmd, to buy up arms and ·ammunition, 
~d putting the crow~·jewels ipto ~er hand\ 
for that par,pofe~Arbltrary power .is wha~ 

· •o mao breathing o~ght to b~ trulted with.,i 
therefore 'tis good policy, to ·f>verturn tho 
tlad m'achinations that any p.erfon makes ur, 
~f to obtain it : for ~heo ' i~ is obtained by . 
any king, there remains no J:emedy to an}t 
people : feldom aoth the death of the tyran~ ! 

redeem them,· if h~ heirs f\lC,ee~, though i. 
• iha 
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ita ·of blood be {pitt, to. rcccnrer their loi. 
Uberty. 

After this frelh provocation given the par:. 
liameor. the king, p,erceiving how unpopular 
be bad rendered himfelf, feot two melfages tq 
them in a. comp,lying humour ; telling them 
he would wave his proceetlings agaiofi the fix­
members,. and be as. careful of their pJiVileges, 
as of his own nfe and· crown : and offered a 
general pardon. Btu pardbn could: not be­
grateful, _when 'himfdf was the aggreffor.-. 
Now either 'he parliament faw that this wat­
llmparizing and· JalttrJ, knowing his naturat 
difpofition, or _it appeared to them, he was•. 
like thofe chdlti.ans that are a-lways finning o11tl 
rep1!fiing~ who(~ tepentan.ce and reformatioa 
oever laft· tooger than the itiflbence of· die. 
•ufe that occatiOned it.. · Whether of thefe 
ways they judged, his word appeared to them 
J¥)t to be.confi(led in; their jc;aloufy was con­
firmed, . tlie fire was rekindled, they judge.d"­
their lives. and'libe.rties were in danaer fro.m­
!iis p,ower, and · therefore. it was. to be . ~e~ 
trenthed as much as pQlf~le. Things were... 
Qow carriod. to that pitch,. and .mUl.W je~lo_!J­
iet rai(ed- {o hi&h, that the ptoP._lc; cou.Jd 
oeithec troft .t~ kiog, nor the kiog the p_eQple._. 
Had they fub!Diltc.d t~. the. ki~g's au~boriiy,-.~ · 

. .U: probabilltJ they would) have bc(D ciulhea~ 
Ao~ 

1 
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·«ad the tilfg fcemed· ·rdblYed not· to fUft'er a. 
eaninution of his tlifli11t power, as his courtiers. 
and fuourite prieRs· perfollded him- that he 
was a Jivinitn and·weak b'eads exalted·on an . 
eminence, arc always made giddy thereby-. 
~Ambitious fpirits chufe rather to reig-;rin heir,. 
'ihan ferve in beuen~ 

· · The fud(fen fiarts of mif&ief"and·' treaehery. 
·In the king, were a good fdondation of jea• 
· lanfy to the parliament and· people: AD1l 
when , will not fire increafe fire whet=e there i; 
fuel 1• It· iocreafed· h•rc tO'· a fta.me, till the 
king was burnt in the fire which bimfelf ·hai 
ltiodled : for in him was fulfilled the tbreateao. 
iog·of tbe·Lord by .the prop}let lftioh, (1. n .. ) 
JJ~h.IJ 111/ ~ that. liul• " fiu, that """"P 
Jlll"fduts. a/mil witb fpa,.lu: tbat wall. in IN 
. li&ht. of tiM )irt '"~ iit tht fpar~s :p haw lintilt"A 
This jhtlii,JI haw of"!;'" luznd, Jt fotd/ lit ~· 
in firM~J. And fo it came to paCt with tlwfe 
that had kindled the fire.-Qo both fldn 1 ad4 . 
if the Lord bath executed the liercencfs f,f 
his wrath· OD them already, . will he do it 
agaici on U& i D~;ath he not. bow whco ,co 

', ·laave done l that the nation· je• fa(l ancl hoacl 
before the Lord, and rather pelt ·him. wilh 
pay.er.t, if lmay·fo fay, than pray w~th trtac 
.,icty ~ for as .Ifaitib faith,, ·lvii. · ,., Bthiltl ;:, 

, . . .: , ' • . , , I .fojl 
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fdjl f~ Jlr#i 4!'!1 ~~'D. qiU( to~~~·~. #A( · 
jij! t{ ~ilhdlttfi. I~ tbis forA - /t~fl. ~ I.li4fJI ·· 
&boj,l!,. a drl1 fw tJ lfl~ tQ fJ./!Jitl ~i1 JG!I/1 Jf'il~ 
t/;J;u. ~a}J this a fo./1,. atlli ll1l t«etJIPble daJ ttJ tht 
Lwd?.,.. They f~, Bray, and preacll in fP.~ 
&o their br~thren ; therefore · he th~t fits ;,. .· 
heflfJm laughs them · to ftor11, arlfl h'!s tlum if 
•erijion: the~fore this tbeir righteoufrufs is .as 
filth, r11gs, and they Qught tq pr.a.y ~ to · 
forgi~~ ~m ~ ;,;IJWIJ tf thtir h~g tb~"lf.· 
T~ wife Go4 heareth ~o~ t~ p~a,ers of 
fPolJ; ~fe they arc foolifh pr•ycrs.-:---:--. 
Not, bu~ I W()uld h:&v.o :tltii · d.rPQing. dl\y. f"r­
ner bpt, to &cw the world tlae modleiJ of. 
rri8Ual IIOw oac party, preteading piaey, 
~ails 98 G~ cO pl\l'don that Go Q£ tbQinl -
'\fhicb they DeYe( OOmmitted; Whil~ the otiler · 
p.lrty that did the allion, and in ~ke cir4:.tHft~ · 
lane~ would do it again, think it ,.-a~ .ail 
1aion wortby of as much praife e.s ftabbiog -
C18for in the capitol. WbCn "Mlofe that did. 
the aaron ruled, God was ~ot mocked by ~. 
national repentance for it, and yet in all ap-. 
pearance, he is not in better friendfilip widi 
lis, than he wes with th~m, oGNvithftaadiog: 
all oltr prayers and penitence, whi'h appear rO'{ 
be all in Y~n; fiute bciog J'll c:ontiDQ~ 

they have JlOt Jll anfw:ered their end, io m~­
ip.g atoa~ac aw:l procuri~ pardon: a.od. 
. ' 

I 
I 
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110:. wondel', for· God, lovis not fools, nor 

, I 

hypocrites; and therefore wifely . rejeat-their, 
feolilb, ot hypoerkical humiliation. How· 
ci'.er, it is very fit apd neceffary. 'this d:ry, 
fhould bc for ever- kept-, to remind kings .that> 
if they- are defil'ous of living the lift, theY"· 
may expea to die. the dlath of that king ~ 
w~ this day celebrates. 

.. The flatnc whi<:h oegun· in -Eng!tinJ, burnt 
to the utmofi bounds of Scotland, and reache<l r 
even ·to 1-cJatlli, wllere tht lrijh, to make ufe 
9f the advaRta!e, dtfirayed 49,ooo proteftanti' 
fctlled tMre, . b)' inauuurabte. alb' of barba· 
-1ity ; -whicb,. if. oaly d®e to frc.e- thomfelvu . 
{•om ·the· .e.g/ifo-yoke, wbetber ~enanceci • 

· by the kiag or, not. , Certaia· it is, d!at he .. 
rqattled not the life oE his· prO!Idbot fu~­
je&; bttt · t~c- only, thing be reprdcd· wu, 
that he. micht have foht dominiGD. OYer -tbeaat ~ 
t(t this end; hc.ca.Ucd foe.his forcei .from~ . 
IAiul. that he 1Jii8bt emp.t.y .tb&~gaft·.bk , 
pdiuu:ru: • E•glimtl; whereby it~ plain, h~ , 
j~dgcd that the fettliag his own .ao.thorby Qll ' 

the dell:rwftiotl. of tlac· conftitution, was -more 
*cetfary, tbara reVJnging the blood of+O,OOO, 

protdlaots,. or fccurmg. /rllAu uDder· :the,·, 
dominion of the crow.q of-- &.;laatl; :aa4 ( 
Uacrc:for.C, ·he eith(r kD, die· In~ P'Pifti ... 

tllM.; 
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sbar comOJilted thofe ma«a~ · wer' 1M 
friends, and be c~uld· truA tMID ·to •fftete 
lrtland to his obedieace ; or he was willing 
to lofe a kingdom, to have reYenge of his 
proteftant fubjelb. And he- that· thidls. for~. 
dominion by blood, or that endeavoprs io 
wade to it through a fea of blood, deferves 
a bloody reward.-~n' lho.rt, tt.e confequen~o 
was, what is very natural, and in fuch cafe 
will alway! be, \bar both king, courtiers, and 
lligh-Bying priefts on Gne fide, and the par-

_. liament aad people oo the other, (ecured 
what power each party could' for tbemfelves ~­
for it was sot fafc for the parliament ·to trua. 
their perfons in the power of. the kiug, .no• 
did the king think it .fafe, te truft his poweJ.. 
.with their perfons. And the ftepa that eac;la 
party took, _but enraged the other ; w~ch 
of oecc1lity terminated iQ the utter ruin of 
.oae of tbem. And as in nature the . fame 
caufes will always ·baJC: the fame. c:ffeas; fo 

.. abc fam~. cilcum~aoccs. would always .prod~co 
dte &me evtot, was· the aJWr aaed in aoy 
Age or couotry ill tbc worlcL-lt happcued at 
the cod · o£. eight years. intediae wars .. ~hidt 
foll9~ to . terminate by the deatlt-of tbc 
JWag, : aad his death ;doQecould put. a~.cm~l.te 
. U.C bl9CXI that was fpilt on his .acciono~- . , Aod 
.(',rc i~ 'ffS bcucr . that . 1r11. """' jJm4d. 4Uf.w 

"''i.~ 
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1/Je prefervation of the ptcpft, · tba11 th1 w.'JGu 
lllllitn .fhguiJ perijb. . . -

If Ch~r/11 rece~ved. his- roya-l• pow~r froOt 
~od alone; ir i~ more than .any king in this 
world ever dia.-aut Char/11 mifiook hiS 
kingdom, foc- Jt w•s IJ#I ¢ this w•r/d; ·there­
fore h• was Rmovcd out of ir, to fcte!t a' 
bcnteJI, for whiCh he was doubtlc:fs. bett~ 
qualified ; for I doo't dif,pote the goodoefs of 
the ma.,, but the goodnel8 of the ling; who 

· fecms to me to have been the r~erfe to wh:~t 
fome · have faid of king David, that be wae. 
one of the b':ft if lirrgs, but one of the. w'rjl 

'mtn. Whereas on the contrary, king.Cbar/11 
·who 'tis faid was oae of the ltjJ •. of mm, Will 

one of the w•rft li»gs i~ the world~ as arcb .. 
bifhop Lil11d was a veey fa.wus churchmta., 
·bat a very infamous chrHlian. As for re­
ligion, 'til certain Cbarus had enough- io him 

·to fet up a bifbop, and a greater ftock of t"Ht 
fOrt than. kings ought to have. Y ~ this ali­
happy priacc dd"enes our pity, as well as the 
aatioo under bis goYcramcnt ; he being fta .. 
· pidlyinftruaed·by abe pedant, his dogmatical 

· father, tn his youuger years, was fo fitted Ia 
maturer age to receite the maligoaat im­
preffioas of hit fpiritoal LnJ aad eoutt 
lattercn, who fowed thofe feeds in him, that 
.l'"owiog u~, broug~t ruba to the aatlon aadt 

. . biaU'dt.. 
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biDlfelf. And one. would think, that h1 /w"ng 
m11dt ptrjtll thr~ugb fufrrings, and happy · 
before his natural. time, it does not require a 

hundred nars pCflaoqe of a.wnole.narioo; for­
fondiqg the fo11l of fo good a ~' ameog. 
the fouls of. tlle blelfe4 : aq<l that the eJC­
cbangiag. a mortal. i11gloriow. crown. f«- ·• · 
crown of immortality aod gl<N'y, W¥ fucb..a .• 
fa1ficleot and · fatiafaaary adnotage to .him~~ 
that he.and his frie'!d•··haye rel\foD: to than 
.God and the.·n<\tion, for fuch; happy tranfia­
tion. Aad h11d it been done· Cooner, it. had ·• 
fa~d the. lives of thoufands more than lt did, 
Necelity ID1lket. thin~- unlawful, to be Jawfuh 
-Th:lt w,bkh ju&ihoi .war; in the defenc•. of 
the rights and liberties .of the peopla, 'frOID· 
11fraDay fr.Om abroad,· .. will juiify ·whatever, 
meafuFea .ne<leBity obliges :people. to tafle, to . 
defend their riglw and liberties a~nft tyraaas .. 
a.t home. Bat oo man's liberty or propertJ~ 
it now at all iuaded;· evCGy mao. fos u•thr 
his DW4 v;,,_, IUid ruuur hi1 .wn fig-ll'u; ea· 
jC?ys tb=.&ui&s ~f,~s.labour; aod..miy,~fhip .. 
God aaordiog to his-~ce, if a., has . 
any ~ ·conf~c:oco fUll t if, his coaf~q: . 
don'a:mi.Bud· him: to overtarD till: .fia~, .aad 
the CODfciODteS o£ ail thoce that arc Je.d bf ' 
..ore.realOo aad ho.m.anitJ thao himfclf,. 

' 
l~ . al1 pr:ob,al)~lity; the pre~tte.riaos would ' 

• IIGC hrqc . .Auemp~d :to oveuurn the cpifcop:rl ·, 
chW'Cb;'!. 
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~~burch, if that Church, when governed by 
,.rchbHhop Laud, · had -not en'deavoured to 
. overturn them. It mull be owned,. the church. 
.,as the aggreffor, or his tyrannical· behaviour 
. oYenhem ·in lr, which had the favour an-d 
, .. protel\:ion of fovcreign power. As both king 
-.and pontiff confederated 'together, and en­
, c:ouraged each other, to~ humble and di:molith 
:the power and liberty ·of nonconformifis, 
·both civfl and religious ; "What was more na­
-tural, than fQr them to Rand u·p io their 'own 
deferice,. to· gr.afp that power which was ca­
, pable of def'enaing them again!l both civil and 
. religious' tjraany! ana when they had grafpe(t 
it, to ·ufc it as a fcourge on their adverfaricS~ 
and pay them in their own coin by way d£ 
.retaliation l M~n may talk what they will, 
·that 'religion being1he fubjecf ~f the· quarrel, • 
·by the ·principles of that religion ·tJley ougl1t 
.not to have gone fuch lengths as· they ·did,; · 
.the lawt of religi~n will always fubfide when 

·.-1hey arc again~ the laws of Daturc, as f0on 
as ~at.ore has power:·t~ prev~il; an~ tla~y wi,ll 
find Jc;a~ns to coltlpreheod the·laws of reta­

. :Jiati~n in thCir reli,jioo,.whicb· before ap~d 

. ._oppofite to ·it. For though the doar!ne 9£ 
J.ui;,g. wr numits may be preached, and em-
braced in fentiment• w~en 111en have no ene­
.U~ or may fcCiiD to be embraced and prac-

tifed, 
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'ifed, when retaliation-is out .of their power• 
yet when the power is turned, ibe ·tables ariS' 
turne<l; ·when -wrath prompts opponuraity to 
ac\ion, then you lliall hear another 'fort of 
rt!Tigious dochioe maintained by the afcendmt 
party; then the vengeance if ·the Lord if h¢i 
is to be executed to maintain his haNollr~ 

Then you find i~ t:om1Daoded, • RtWard'ht'l' 
fVtn as jhe·has rewarded you; 'n:ry more, dollh/t 
tmto ·ber double t~ccording ·to ber works: ;, thl 
cup whi,h jhe hath filled, fill 16 hlr t.Utible, then 
'torment and forrfJW, p!agues, dealh, famine a ~ttl 
pre, follow to the 'Conquered •party. Ana 
this gives .Joy to the conquerors. 'thus it 
'eYer was, and thus 'it \Vill e\'er 'be; men"'s 
·_paitions will dicea: men's conaua, . as polit:J 
aoCl ·power g1ve Iil;lerty to their all1ons.- j 

:Tho' revenge is not always 1audable, yet it 'is .1 
generally jufiifiable, becaufe oecelrary to aw.e · 
-m-en in power, not ·to exerCife their powtr 
tyrannically . aud . wicke31y. · Retanation of 

'1ajuriet, not -exceeding mcafure fur ineafute, 
•is therefore juft, needful; and proper to be 
·executed, b.eiog 'thit cbietly which. awes tbe 

· 'Wicked, aod 'keeps men within the bounds· bf 
duty or moral ben..-iour. If I a1Jow fhu 
-:ch~ffians, ~ fuels, ought ~n~ re\'elige in-

. .. Rev. xvlii. 6 • 
. •. 
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;uries done them, yet it mbfi: be allowed too, 

· that-chrifiians are men, nn tnore divefted of 
paaions than others, and thofe paffions ha-ve 
the fame inRuence, on the fame occalion·s; 
over chrHHans as over other men ; therefor~ 
they,· in fuch cafes; will aa: as other Olell, 
eve!\ as heretics and infid.ls do; for when was 
it known that ever they did otherwife ? I 
don't thlnk there is an injitltl, dtijl or oth, ijl 
in the world w~uld burn a man for his re­
ligion, but if they were burnt by people of 
any religion, as foon as they bad it in their 
power, they would deftroy the power of that 
religion; and reafon juft, and praa:ice goot'l. 
And thefe (if they feared not God) ~ldtfe 
as obedient td a mild ~nd mercifol king th~t · 
&fled for his fubjelb good, as any fubje!b 
the king bad; but if like Sato.n on Job, he 
put forth his band ·to defiroJ their _prqpcrties, 
and their liberties, and tormeat ~heir flelh, 

. they would be as lit to rebel, and as .~ea!Qos 
ia the caufe as other men, that are prompte'd 

·on co a!t:ioo by the fury- or enthuf~afm of re-
. ·religion. An~ all -men, reJigiou~ or not · 
-religious, =-Will do the fame whea extited by 
.pprt/Jitm, which _males a wifi man mad. . · 

' . 
· He that redeelns nien from tyniaic .p;~er, 
and brings liberty .. and peac~ to an enOaved 
.aatioo, eveD tho' it. is but already begun, aod 

a certain 
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:r.a cert'aia p.Ocpea of it ippean..f he tlat ia 
f>lfach a ftae, frea a -kiagdom lly hia Wftle llil 
,.valour, is J, ,.,,., • JUr, ·ud..,.. 6t rfjp, 
··therefore bas io himfelf tlifJi11# ritht froa.Gocl, 
··bit acUons :are a fuilident .pEOOf .of it •· .-l 
.. that am& rdigioo wbith is a: friead tQ arbi­
. trary power in 1be. prince t.n4 prieft, in aay 
·'Dation, ls iDimical aDd ·iojurioa to the pc¥e 
ud happinefs of mankind. And fuc:h reli&ioll 
~oplcl be ltept •in-a n~e of fub~o, w~ 

. leaders aDd abettors are promoters of flavcry 
4n . civil IJld religiOUS .. gGweroment, Both 
·civil 'and religii)Qt tyrants Me faCh faft frieodt 
·to each ~ther, · that ·they wmot wclll>e feea­
rated ; they· rife and ·fall together .. 

- . 

One ~ay generally know ·the. l~/s f5f 
meos re"gton, by the fpirit that main~ns it ; · 
for the worft opiniODs.are gcnct:aUy maintain~ 

'·with the worft fptrit by thofe that embrace 
'them. Aod it is DO WOnder, if ftapid prin• 
"Ciples or fr~iuic opinions, ~oUld ·have thapid 
·'Or frantic effe8s in praaia. B:J tlltlir .ftails 
Y' }h41/ lw thmt.-That r.eligioa -wJUch 
·teaches men' to damn alld burn tbofe that 
cannot embrace it, ought' to be condemned by 

-all men. · ·Better would i~ be for maokiad., 
'than ·maincria· fach religioo:, to ~ all 

· 'Riigion <CIU·t· of the -world. It. iluure to-the 
-Ito a our 
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• -lloa~ of Qod, to fay he requires oo worfbip 

of us, tbaa fucb· a wodhip as makes mm 
labaman, and tbe world miferabfe. What it 
if bOt religious. madocfs to affirm, that all 
ateD wiD be damoed who are Dot of this « 
that faith, or who do not conform to this 
or that church difciplioe, or fort of wortl)ip ! 

· For feeing thefe all d11mn one another, don't 
they all prove tbemfelves to be mad l Needs 

• there a greater proof, when neither party 
will be dlreaed by cool reafon, which alone 
can cure their madnefs ? The furious and 
bigotted fpirit is equally bad in all reli­
Jioot • it .is the fpirit of popery in them all, 
which nothing bot time and reafon ran expel. 
-Aoger and rage oo one fide, breeds angef 
·and rage on the other, fo does a perfecuting 
·fpirtt In a church, tUr up the fame fpirit in 
that which is· perfecuted. Thefe who are 
fir~ ia tbe quarrel, are the caufe of the ef. 
rea that follows. If the prefbyteriane per: .. 

_ fecated the epifcopal church, it was a fign of 
a bad fpirit, but it was firft tltrred up by 
the epifcopalians ; they were firfi, and there­
fore greateft_ in fault; tb~sh nothioc is Dloro 
comiDOQ than to lay the wb~le blnmt on the 
pro•oked~ not on tbofe that · gave the provo. , . 
catioe, ~d yet nothing is more wrong, for 
it ls .. natural for user, indignation, and 
·. V 0 L. IlL B. rcfcntmen~. 

. ..., 



g86 tfke Pillars 4/ PatES'l'CtlAfT 

~~ntmeat, to ari{e &om oppretiioo, abafe. 
and injury gi,ven, as for .fire to kindle fire; 
·and men ID\lft be devoid of paffion to be 
otherwife, which is more than any men are. 
Therefore to the public peace· breakers aU 
the conf.equcnccs of the ·public d!.fiarballc:c; 
are owing. 

0 ! cry churcbmen, ~be prelbyteriao$ are a 
rack of wicked rogues, they pulled down the 
church f Nay, fay I, not fo ; for they poffetred 
themfelvts of the churches, and fo .became 
thurchmen. But' the church· folk pulled dowa 
the meeting-hotifes, in my timt, and would. 

· have puned, down all in the nation, if they 
·had not been flopped by force. Was not this 
religious high-church frenzy and fana,ticifm ? 
though this very party called the other fana. 
tics ! fo madmen know not their own mad­
nefs, and think others mad : but the church· 
men, to have been eveo with the ooncoo-

. formitls, infiead of pulling down their meet~ 
ing houfes, lhould have gone and preached ia 
the'm. The pre£byterians indeed pulled dowa 

··the cemmoo pra7.er, becaafe.Ood lbould not 
be .on the fide of the church ; for if they did 
pot pray, to be f11rc the Lorcl could'oot bear 
t~em. and they coQld not pray without book, 
a.t the fame time the prdbyteriant themfelna 
pa:ay'd for. dear lifo-and liberty to pray. 

But 
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B~ Juppqfe.· they. di( pull.~own the ~:burch', 
was ~ot' the Church as bad which would. hav~ 
pull~d down · the· prefuyterians at the fame 
time l They wanted not will, but power. l 
"don't. fuppole any nonco.nformifis would bav~ 
had any intention or thought of. _robbing the 
chU¥ch of her bilhops and gQdly gea_c, if 
arcbWiliop LaMd had been a good m.an. anc! 
not, lilce a wolf in fueep's cloa~hiog, have 

. worried ChriU's fheep in his fp.iritual courts, 
No doubt but the chur.ch might have drntd 
ill peace,- had .lhe lel her filler chprch tonttl 
in ,peace. . But at the end, the fortJJne. of 
war tJJrued fQ.r the c:kiTenting party, an~ wJlat,. 
eJaer party lofe Jhe ~ay, they mull: be ;at tb4 
mercy of tbofe that get it. Tpofe di;.t fall 
uoder~oll: mull . fubmit to . them that get 
uppermoft. · W bat was the fate of the epif­
eopalians and common-prayer· mongers, would 
have beea the fate. of the prefbytcrians, h"ad 
they loft the fi~ld. Bot t~ey fou_ght wirh ilie 
ifirit, as well as prayed by the fpirit ; and it 
happened at_ that time to htlp thtir infirmitiu. 
Indeed, in my opinion, it is_ the faireft way of • 
living to live and let live, not to have anr 
bufinefs monopolized. Religion, like-.trade, 
ought to be free. It is bell dealing at an· 

. qp~ market ; by that means we have a m:ore 
reafooa'ble choice, and at a more reafonable 

R 2 · rate, 



'. 
3'88 ne Pill~rs of PuESTC"RAFT 

rate. Wiien yc;>u . have only. Ho$fon's' cbpice. 
you mull: pay HDbjin's price. · 'ParfOns, whca 

. . they find people c.ao by no means help · them:. 
felves, but muft deal with them alone, are as 
great ~xtortiooers as any pawnbrokers what~· 

~er. Why ihould not every .mao chtife for 
tlimfelf1n ·.fpirituals, ;as well as in temporals, 
and buy thofe wares 'be 1ikes bell, -or think~ 
he has moll need of, .feeing be m·un: .pay fot · 
them. Religion 1s a thing of choke, and "he· 
~as no -religion, that nev.er cb.ofe any 'himfclf1 

· .for "himfelf; but if he feems to have ~my, it 
is t~e religion of another he puts on, but not 
his own. ·It was the religion of the perfoa 
chat firll: .chofe it, bst is not his that wears it, 
and that perfQD might, per.haps, be his great 
grandfather's _great grandmother ; and it· may 
ttave .been, of a very diS'ercnt fafuion from 
ilis, worn .in the family till ~t becomes quite 
thre3d-bareA Manfl~milies ba~e religion by 
hmdita,.1 right, and this they take to be difJint, 
hut if lt was fo, it would be by o~letlion and 
gract, both on the fide of Chrill and the 
cluiflian. Let .either d them cbu.Ce 1irll:, 
they t;nqft /Joth chafes or .elfe neither does the 
prbfdfor chufe Chrill, uor <;:hrlfi t.he profeffor~ 
Tlaeref.ore, in the day of .judgment, will not.'. 
Chrift· fay to fuch, Dtpart from mt, I ~nflfll · 
1'11 1111; and the profdfor, if he fpeaka the 

truth, 
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truth, mull anfwer, N"· do I lmw you •. What 
'Yilt become of thefe in that day, the day muft 
d¢clare ........ But· thould a~y be fo honell (for ht 
that 4ay mea q~ay .be allowed· to fpeak the 
truth} u to fay, t'he priefts of his· couAtry 
would Dot .let him chufe, for they woutd 
damn him if be did. Aod l fuppofe this will 
be. tbe.(X>arplaint of millions. Let the priefis: 
~k to it. I think it is but juJt that they 
ibowiJ· be damn'd for 'em. If any had liberty 
to chafe for himfelf, but depended on the 
pried. t~ chafe for him ; how can be think it · 
anjuft, that · the prieft filould· be faved for 
.aim. :But as Pfidts· in all fuch ·cafes, chafe . 
fOr others what is .moft conlifteot with thelr 
~wn-intcrdl, they are· paid lur1, ·therefore it 
is unreafonable for. them te expea to be pakt 

· again b~tafter: therefore both thefe we may:. 
reckon the Lord's chaff,. which he will win­
now from him with the fan of his word.­
~nd fu"pofe one is called to the bar, . wbp, 
OpGn be~g alked his religion, declares upo.o 
his confcience, that as he lived in fuch days af 
fury, .wherein every religious party damneci . 
each other, for fear of being damned (by all . 
the rcfi) he chofe none; aod Dot thinking it 
fafe to depend on mercenary pricfis, thought 
k be~rer to preferve an honell con{cieoce, and! 
&o place his whole dcpeudence on· the mtTit•· 

RJ lfi 
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. ~ the fon, or the mercies if thf father Dn'f.. 
Will not the fm or the fot~er take pity of 
him, think you, and fave him for his honeay 
and fideli'ty, iF rtbt for faith and formanrt~ 
fake ? God cannot coodemo a juft man, and 
be jufi himfelf. But he whofe faith and 
wor!hip makes him inhuman and injurious to 
meo, mifiakes the true God for Mo.'tich, or 
Mafs, and he tbat make~ his inter¢ the moti~e 
of his choice, infiead of fetving the God r:4 
heaven, · he ferves the god of this wotld, 
worldly pfJ'We,., and a w~r/6/y dfhojltitm. Mea 
that will not do jufiice here, will furely there 
fed juflice done thedl, ·for die dnit ii jufHa 
hb o\llll docni'nion• ; hO\f' el(e call lie be the 
executioner cJf juftlce? and there muft be 
jutUce in· hell, if there is mercy ·in heaven. 

Nothing· I . think thews more the govern-:_ 
ment of a good God, or his regard· of this 
world, than that great criminals armed with 
power l'eceive condign puni~meot hl it;· for 
what they receive ia another world, thok in 

·this, know nothing of: tberefi.:lte G<kf's ctsri· 
•ua in th111 u·~r/J, is no proof to us of hts 
moral 'chal'a8¢r in this. Certain!}'- poWer and 
greatoefs cannot fanlHfy wictcedneft to h~h 

·places. Jl it · be crnniaal to coodc:tba. Pflll 

·,.,;,n;11't11s-rjuftia:. is a!l a fat«l ao.O ' ,.,._..is 
®ly_ right, whether ' h be exe,uted rigbtl1tlf 

~o; 
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rro ; and power it facred .in them that hue it, 
howf()ever it. be profanely ufed, and impiouOy 
proftituted for the fcreening villainy, and the 
worft of all .vilhiiny that of tpanny. Ctafar · 
was a IJrant, betaufe he overturned the con­
~itution of hi~ country. Charlts did not this, 
becanfe he could not ; but he endeavoured to 
reduce the ftatc into an abfolute monarchy. 
C•far knew bow to procure to bimfelf favour­
able opportupities, and make the beft ufe oE 
them. Clulr/u knew neither. Ctefor warrecl 
with glory, but Char/ts was inglorious in all 

· ~is wars, and. never filewed more bravery 
than when it lean became him, in the unne­
celratJ war he raifcd againfl his own fubjell:~. 
Jn ooe refpell: they may be compared togethtt ; 
• when we reftell: upon the prodigious number 
' fff me~ wbofe death, poverty, or flavery 
• they occafioncd, we ean hardly forbear ab­
c horring them. Their falfhwi and t~mbitiDII 
• brought oo a ewiJ war. They ufed the 
• arms of their: country for the oppreffion of 
~their country." The people iocked in Romt 
and Bri1ai11 !tid not tamely fubmit: therefore 
aey shat made the noble ftand for the liberty 
of free-born fubjeels 'in oppofition to tyra•nJ, 
are damned by their favourites and prie.Os, 
who·elldeavolired to eoRave mankind by their 

· wicked cOUGfclt and doetrioes, aad. lead weak 
R. +- bead;-
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heads to their own ~odoiog. lla~ if nQJ bee~ 
for their ambition to rule. ,as they,ougbt oot, 
both might have /itw/ ~nd died in pet~ce. , ~ 
that makes a p1 ince's head giddy with unlaw-

• f~l power, paves the way for his d~firuetioo·. 

'\Ve blame that age, but ftOt our own. 
They put a bad king to death. We expelled 
a-nother, not killed -him·; becaufe his liee.Tt 

.fJYed his head. But we do worfe· ch:ui they, 
-.hen we bla-me our redeemer, the U.LUS .. 

1'1liOUS WILL/,-fM, for the alliin ifredmning 
•s, and fiu/:ug libertj on that glo1 ious fo•,ndatiiJ11 
'" u-hich ·it · now Jlunds. We were again re.: 
deemed by the branry and condutl of anothet 
II'JLL/.JM, from .Oavery rolling on like. a 
deluge, and him, and that very glory wh~c" 
freed the nation, we now depreciate. The; 
cat ofF a head that was troublefome to the 

~'''; we· have fe\'eral times rebelled again~ 
ou·r htad, in which the lift, foft'1• llnd h1n/IIJ 
-J th1 boJ1 tltpends, againfi tbofe that havC: 

. fcttlrd and {ecured thofe .civil aod rc:ligipat 
liberties to us, which they prayed and fo.ugbt' -
for ; and is delirable and acceptable tQ aiJ · 
wife and good men, in all nations and in al~ 
ages. 0 let this day be ·for ever kept, to 
perpetuate the ;infa~1 ~f hit. tyraDo~,rqian. 
and the holioefs and power of .Pilll4uf"'-' 
that .it.i_s capable of ~~rUin,& ooe, who was fo . . great 

1 



. a•J Qli THODOXT jb~/utl; 393'· 
· steat 1 finner in hi.s life, (o glorious' 1 fai'~t· 

and martyr ·at h~s death ; . c9ofecratin$ not · 
ooly- the man, bot tyranny, oppreffioo, aocl' 
bigotry i · attd that geberatiorts yet uoboro ·· 
may koow the bard' and bloOdy ftruggle· their·. 
aocellom had to proferve.thc liberty they have· 
COQ~ to them; and·· awalte to the feufe of' 
its indlimablc •aloe. And wheaeur they 
are iD like danger of Jofiog it, let them Cf1 
unto tho I.ord; and fay io- the words· of JM· 
prophet oi· old; · • ~~, •will•, p)ll ,. , 
Jlrtllgtb, 0 11rm if tht Lord; tJwUt 41. ;,. th1 
1111,i1nt Jays, ;, tht gmtratims if Did. llrt ,,,• 
th111 tht fotiu llnn tllln . hlljl wountittl thi tr•ui, : 
t~ndt.b~t~tn _thl tlrllgm in pitcn I. · 

It- cannot~ denied, that affions are koowa.­
to be good or evil by dre intentions and ·con-:" 
fequences •. Now to judge by: this max.iiQ,,· 
tbe potting king CbMus to· deatb, being in ... : 
tended to put an end to civil wua, aQd the' 
cOnfeqUCllCe was, that it did fo, and preYCDteciJ 

· the death o£ maoy men, ud valuable memben• 
~f the commonweahh, everj one of • wbia~' 
could not be lef$ ufefol to. the public:, thaa• 
the king. For bow could he .be ulcful to.• 
the . public, who deftroycd &be I*'Ct pro-: 

. ; ·! 
,., 'lfaia'h li. 9· So the olif traniJation readers th~ 

Wtu·pan Gf tk •erfe;· · .. · · · · 

R S per~ 
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~~tics, aod llv.:s of the public l-lf he~ a 
kin; appo.int~d by. Go.dt he was fudl . a ki~g 
over thit Uland, as. ~ 4\ork WIJS,. which. 
.kvo1~ed the &~ whoiJl Jtipillf' fcPl ·~ 
rule ever ~.-To p.Iead or pretc.ad, that 
his f()f' Dltn'•fou. fwch kiop are COIIIIDiiloaod 
br At4Vt& ao -n" ewer ahcat,. ls • iporaat 

, Mnr~rftllf'; fe)f.d~ tky make aa llfl fi11fu4 
aad ll'tt rat)Jcr IIIUGh fr'IIIIW ~& than th~ 
'"fC .befor~l uolefs rlilltrJ ao4 _..-.., .abc 
oecdfary con~ue~arM ·of war, aro . no Gnt. 
Does God puoUh 6a willa fin l or . does ua 
JDake an atonemeDt for Ull i if fo, a lefs degree 
of .fin difpleafes GOO, bur a gr~cr degrct 
propitiates him. Or does God . diCapprove 
.of Come fort of iins, and approve of others l 
li. ae .d~ it may be hoped, that the .fin of 
putting kiog Chrwks to d«atb, tnight atone 
fo.r the iilli of the kiag, and or the n&tion 
OO.~itted on his accouat, · as rtafoflabty as 
tpe fin of putting Chrifi to death, . atoned for 
the fios of taco. Is heavm atorc pleafed with 
Cjll'\h when fct in a tallllllr,. w is there fume­
timet ·a difocde11 in tho · di¥iat mind, 'anci 
allayed by tho 4ifdrdtor of mankiod ? ·This, 
., my retfoo ioferms me, .is a falfe and ftopid 
imaginadoa, Doet God rtgard men iQ fuch 
.degree, as they are advall(ed to pow.er aQd 
dignity by tnen r Ia his ju6Jgmeiu ,ondull.ed . ... . . .,by 



r ' 

ll1ld 0~ ntoDOXv 11al1~. ;. J"' .:J95 
by · 11r1 in · the ellimation of .things ? ." ·I am 
fore, jf God exalts men in 'allJ:I over the flatet 
according to the value he has for them, :sur' 
judgments ·are not cooduatd'byhis.-Kia~ 
reign by divine right, when they reign as 
they ought; but to fay they reign by divia 
right, when they trample· upon right divine, 
upon law and juflice, and reign as they ough~ 
not, is a facrilegious doarine,. and profaning,. 
if not bla(pheming, divine nature. If the 
perfons of kings are divine, and facred in the 
1ight of God, let them rule u ~hey wiU, theca 
power is divinity, nod authority is fan8ity; 
and lawlefs fway may be lawful govcrnmnt ; 
then the office of a king is · not an ordination 
for the public good, but the public- were or~ 
dained for his good, and then to be fure, 
God makes the people for the fake of · the 
king ; and his life al<?De:. is oi more· value 
than the lives of all the kingdom. If fo., 
what the high priefl fpake, by the infpira­
tion of the Holy Ghoft, is not true, that it 
·Is lttltr 11111 ·man dit, than tht natisn ptrijli. 
If this was true when applied .to . Chrilt, 
one would think, as Charlu was not;' to be · 
furt, (o good a mao, it was better, at Jeaft 
to the people of this land, for thlir ttmpot'tll 
jlat1, that their fovereign ChDrlls lhoutd die tt> · 
!ave the further ~lfufion of the ~atioo's blood, . 
· ·· R.6 · aD~ 
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aftd their liberty, than that ·the Lord. q.!Jr¥/· _ 
•ould --die to fave the temporal.ftate ,of ~-
71WJ, wbich ,was all tha~ Cailfpbllt meJJit.- _ 
though the Holy Ghoft ,might have a further_ 
meaning. -If God only regards· kings, ~nd 
the good of the people are below his ootice-.,. 
at mun be the cafe, if the doctrioe of paffive­
obedienc::e and oon-relillance be right; thea 
are the people in evil cafe I in evil cafe nOr 
doubt ! But this is contrary to what we are 
taught, that God is. no ~t)Peller tf .l"fo•s, and 
if a Jparr#W tal'm~ fall ID lhi_JtrtiUI'Ij without 
bis notice, and we are btttn' than thtj, in biJ: 
fight ; if hi tales tt1r1 if ~'" oaJ, for ..,. 
jaktSt, fure we ought to take care of bdng 
gored, for our t~wn fakes, by any perfo~ 
armed with power, or clatming a power over 
us. ·'Tis reafon)lble. to th:nk that thofe to 

whom God has .a peculi.lr regard to, more 
than tq other men, he has given them Como 
grtatcr end#Wmtnts of body or mind, more 
than he has to other men ; but if eotbiag of 
this app_e~rs in them, ho_w d.oes the proof ol 
_it appe•r l It feems .Ifo .reafonable to believe, 
that God guards his .peculiar favourites in a 
peculiar ~aDDer1 and yet what king cares to 
.~ull himfclf to God's guard only, if be_ c:ID 

! --

• 1 Cor. ix, 9• 10~ · 
get 
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get · Oiher gnard beftde ?::_ Tl)at this· diflf~'"·· 
right 1hoa1a be lruiifeaj/ble a'rid !uredf{a? · ~oo ... 
is Gk!i a ·pi~ce ~ pritjimift ~nd 'imP'fiti.~ on. 
tbe·commoo uoderflaildings of men, that ther.c 
i& 00 ~an ' of ·any cammon underlf.odiog7 bu~: 
what aruft fee the fOlly, abfurdity, and villainy 
of it. .Let them produce the original grant;, 
warrant, c:ommiffion, ·or itidentrire, writtell 
abOve, fJgoed · and fealed bei~)\V, .and · th~ 
Wknefl'cs. 'Tis not' fit we lhould take the 
prieft's word, who afferts what he is ignorant 
of, or contrary to what he knows: H~ that. 
does, will be prieft-rid · with a witnefs; . it 
beiag an evident witnefs ofprieftly impo.Gtion. 
Or to prove that a~y partiiular line of princes. 
are fo eminently ex\lted above the reft of au· 
~akiad, to have their authority from God 
al9nc; furc they ought to be · proved to be 
defc:eadants from above, that the· firfl of. the 
racz came down from heaven, or was begotte~ 
bf fome.G9d originally, not an imagi~tar1 but· 
a r•l_.Goti, not Jave. or Mars, · whofc god-, 
fhit" are aow dead and· buried ; ·and that the 
br"d hu .not dqJCDerated down to manhood. 
Le~ tbe atrertors .of this doflrioe.:alfo prove 
that. the S11111rl race: are of this heaTeo-boro 
bloqd ; for 1 think they have neYer confermf· 
that· h~11n1r on any other family, ~or preached­
the dot\rhlc of ta./JiT!I· llldi,tt' to any othe~ 

princes, 
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princes, an hmflrn- peculiarly great to thtm of 
afl 'others ; becaofe. tbl] of all otbGrS dcfervelf: 
it fo little ! This is an -they have to prove, 
and' if they cannot prove this tJ111 thing, of 
tb1ir indifHfoli hmditory- right, who have 
all'erted it _with fomuch warmth, cafilog about· 
Jre·brotJds-, orrtJWs, and dtoth to fupport and· 
vindicate it, and- therefore ought to have been 
very {ure, they were very right· in dbing fo : 
I fay, if they cannot prove this, who can · 
beTieve them in any other point, or, who 
ought to believe them without producing their 
authentic credentials ? ' 

He that fufFers f•ch _ dofuinn to be preached, 
tfl him, or if him, bas a- mta11 luad, and a 
,.,.ftrtJIIs htar.t ; for he moft be a mm of fllttm 

j9dgmeat, and a ·f!HIIrjltr in the judgment of 
other men that hB"Ie uoderftanciing.-If we 
10. te fcriptare ror oar nsle, God gave to '. 
David and to his defccn6aats the kingdom of 
lfr•tl by oath, and yet God cbofe rather, not· 
~ iofift too firiEHy on the performance of his 
eath, than dibblige his people. Nay, God 
aa•e up bis lflltl prmgotiflt rather than tlui.,. 
liw,. He let them have a litrg to tbetr- _ 
mind, and let the king have a Gill to bit 
mind. God himfelf did not force men to 
worlnp him contrary to their own indi• 
Dltiolls. If therefore uy odicious fet of men 

prctcDd 
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well... Betides, tiN pfp#l giws ,. · ""' aiJtNtt. 
,tsti,a/ gDfhrll1111111; tbercfGfO. ~ Jeuca · •ll· 
clwijlia11 oatiOos II tiNill ;, tMir Mr/11 .-.,. u, 
he did tbe aatioa.s i• t4tupajl. Tbcraforc it 
is not the bufioefs of c&ritllao prie& to direCt 
cbrUliao gover.oon ;. 'tis iin~rtiaeot io them. 
to prefcribe or meddle io ftate-mattus. Walefl· 
their aditlanc:c or ad vice is called· for, .or com-, 
aaanded by the tlate. Aod .as Cbrijfs o"'·· 
tl•m was evidently "'' '.[this . wwltJ, what .have. 
thtJ to do to interfere aod coneern theQ){~lves · 
with worldly kingdoms aod afFI&ir.s. Chrift. 
came to fet us free, and is ·it their b!HiQefs,. 
who profefs to be hit_ fervaots to cnllav~ as l. 
It· ii both ridiculous and iofolcnt, fs:>r til~ fer-. 
vant to p.reteo4 to have more aut\lority tban 
the mafter~; lh1 /trwlll i.s tut trNIII' tl1a his. 
/A rd. How then ca.o · thofe wtio call tbe(D­
fe\ve.s Cbrift's minitters, pretend· to .worldly, 

· power and authorhy, wheo thci~ mafter had. ~ 
· none, had Mt wh,., 11 laJ .·· his but/ • . Were 

they to h~ve oo wages, b111 what Jhcir aaafter 
Chrift is to give .them, there wpuld be very, 
few but what woufd quit his feryic:e ; . th~ 
thofe 'Chrifl fends, he will DO .doubt reward. 
They that pretend t9 have 'their miffioa ~ 
him, not from the llate or the pc:Opl~ and: 
therefore claim civil domioioo, claim- wbac 
their maftcr never · did, . fJaould have ao rc• . . . 

. war4,• ' 
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ward.· hut fuch u he thinks fie tiJ give ~~. 
-feO&n whom tbey pre&end to .he *:ot: for this 
"lery goed · i'eafoa, becaofe they Ufume .a ty-. 
raaoital authority over thofc em whom they 
arc -dc:peodeots for their- livings. aod who pay 
them their wages 5 efpec:ially when humility. 
aDd obedieoce ao lawful· kings and magifirates 

·is their lawful ·and jufi duty, that they may, 
by their esample, teach men to lead pitt attd 
J,.mz!JU Jiw1 ;, alt g•tlli~ttft ntl · h(ll'l!f/j. 
Their do&ioe aDd .beba'fiO~lr ought to be 
fach, as may bring giMy to G4J, fJt(Jtl oa t11rth, 
•11tl g•tl-w:JJ 14 mm. This is goff'tl; aad tbi• 
.is the · bufioefs of the ,.;,;flm Dj' tiN gof'1tl. · 
They ought o~t to Jwtl it ntr'Gul's htritptA· 
Their duty it not to rule, bot to obey, not 
t() ofe ·force and violence, but meekoefs ancl. 
loAruaion ; both ia life and doarinc pro-
moting righteoufoeft. · 

. Be it known t& all kings aod princes, tha~ 

thofe who preach unlimited obedience to t-. do it for fome bafe cod J but will. 
fr&&ifO it no more than thofe that maiotaio 
oppoGtioo in fomc cafes to be lawful aod jofi. 
for there is no fuch obedience in mao's nature J· 
tbcr prCilch a doClrioc unoatpral which cannot· 
be:. pr.tli{ed. ~ the~cfQrc ,viU . be no mo~er 
rcaar~d by them than 117 others: for (ucQ. 

doarioca. 
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doftrines of religion ·as are agaioft nature-,. 
whatever glofs may be put upon them, cannot, 
and will not be obeyed; and are therefore 
arbitrary, tyrannical, and u·njcft. Religion 
fbould reftrain and regnlate mens ·paffions, 
Dot prefame to crucify or extirpate them; for 
that is a prefUmptuous aiming to make IMft. 

ether creatm-es than eYer God defigned rhem ; 
therefore fnch aims are ~quaUy .ftepid and 
widced. Should any king pDt forth his hand 
10 opprefs the clergy, aa king Char/t1 oppreffei 
llis fabjeCls, and Loud the latty; the clergy 
will be a& ready as any other men- to- blow tiN 
vump11 f.! Jt«itin, (lttti lh1 olflrm 'i" f.Nr; nor 
will they be conceut -wilh bare aerciliog tb.eir 
{pi ritual rcrrors in t.be aext world,. aod faffi:J:. 
iogs io this. The btlll/1 will be the Lwtl's ef 
wbateYCr regiment iaa reltgioD t.he clergy be;. 
and I have always obfcrved, that tile 100& 
zealous afi"crtoFS of paffive obedience, have 
been men of the moft refilling and tnrbulcilt 
tempers. That they loYe tyranny, is ver7 
apparent, becaufe they always promote it1 
and always deify that khtg who deifies them ; 
who· gives his power and dominion· to them ;. 
though by his aflions he be apparently tiN 
.;Jejl of mt11 : wlfich lhcws, in a-be moft glar­
itlg light, their extreme partiality, being ai-

J •a.yt feadJ to farufr aacl agp.iawi whatever 
mGJ~~. 
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. men or meaf~rescontribute. to thdr advantag~ 
to ·. heap on them wealth and dominion, · thougli 
they are of 'the darkell hue that moral tharac­
ters can reprefent. . . . 

God who for the good of tnan,JpareJnDI his 
ntlll Jon, for the good· of the kingdom, fpared 

, &ot the king ; efteeming· it htllr that on~ "JO* 
·lmJJ li1 for tlu ptf!Pie, than the nati1n. pe,.ijh. 
Nor does It appel1" to me that the one was ]efs 
ilece1fary in the di.ffhent nature and. reafon of 
rhing than the other. For had the nation fub-
1b1tted to the kiog's wiJJ, it had, in all perad­
'ienture, remtined enflaved at this day 1 for 
when fait vengeance had been irritated. by op~ 
poAtton, ·in aU ptobabifity there · would ~ave 

. bden no ·~d, tHI' tyranof had efiablilhed its 
bt by Mood, a11d popery ,by .fire. But what if 
t1re c:barch had dot been fubjea to the pope at 
Rme; if.it eOOed a pope at Canter~ury, would 
mat bavt mended the matter ? What if it had 
tlot all the popilh trumpery and ceremonies, if 
it had her ryranny and cruelty, how would the 
matter hne ~n mendtd ? His grace of Can· 
ttrl,., was gracloofiy plea(ed to declare, that 
!J1 h.pttl t1 ftt thi time whm rtlfJtr •Jatl gent lt­
mfnl ill Eoglendfo,uld tlar1 I# }land with his hat 
• Hftttl tb1·1111nt}l P'Nfl· · This wufuilicient 
to fhew, ·that he drove at makiog every sentle· 
mall fcrvUe aad fubmiilive· to every muo r .,.. ... 

tua 
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tual tyrant, .and that be hoped td. iDak• all 
pH~_hs rampaat ia po'_Ver. . .. · . . 

· Though I may have feemed to ha~e treate~ 
the divine riaht of king Chari" without divine 
homage or veneration, yet if we coofJdtr right· 
ly of the ma.tter, there .,as a fort of ,/fhizn~tfltlll 
a:vinity, fometbing like tri•i1 .itt •nitr] ~ ~ 
family;_ for 'fucii as Chark~ 'Vll~ (~h wauhe . 
f:tbtr 1gmts, aod fuch was Jarn11 lbt j-, .io 
majellic prerogative ca-cq.ul\1, io ~eligioo co­
Uternaf. As was the tree, fuch was.tbefroit.: 
And as we found the fruit .naugbt, we contr~ 
dill ourfelves to mourn over the tree, as if ~ 
. had been good, which tlicre wa~ j~.to "­
a aeceffity to cut down. Qgr.fa~!jS:bepo•hQ. 
ftruggle 'for liberty again a. an. arbisnu:y: family,. 
a11d we finilhed it with glory. CaD tbao whidt. 
is glorious in tis, be iogloriQus ia them l They, 
for the peace and fecwity of the fiate, cut otr 
the head of t~e fa,ther ; we, for the fame reafoDtt 
cut ofF the tail of the ron ; tbpu&.}l it had bee"' 
been better for us if we had cut off his bead. 
alfo. But this was the j.udgmeotof God cxe-· 
cured' uwo thtm, that be; might buo ~ 
upon us ; for his judgmeots are always mixc. 
with mercy. Such jQdgments the Lord tbrca~ 
lcned to.his lfra•l·of old, • Tt1 JMil. fMiJJ w.. 

' • JAiah ix. J 4• . 
4, 
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tfffrom lfrael heatlonti tail, llra:tch and r11jb ;,.· 
D'lteday. _ · 

.. ' .. 
·: lf.~maJrjudgeofmeo'sdi{politioilsbytbeir . 
aC\io41a, ·if .tbe klee be known by ita fr.uit, this 
princ~ wau:ertainly weak in his judgment, tOit­
fiinate,.and vindi8:iYe in his tempt:r, and -very 
loG~ u hypocrites are ; and· therefGre ne 
wonder if he affed:ed to be thought religious,. 
and fo folld of ignorant devotion and religious 
c:er.cmonics, chat he became .a fiave to' priefis-; 
~nd.cndcavour.ecl, as.kltored by·them, to infiave 
the people. Though it Q!ufi be oonfclfed, the . . 
kiqg .bad a oop{cience, and a very great OnC'f 
for wheo· &le had •to do with the confcieDCCi of 
others that wer.e.diJferent from eis; i.t fwaUew­
.ed rhem lfll u.p, ae .Aaron's rod fwal~d up 
the rods of the Egyptian. Magi. And 'tis well 
known, -tbat the ·red . of the ·prieR's power al· 
Wllf' eftdea.oun to fwallow up aU other power, 
and often does fo.-ln Charlu's younger years 

· he -as looked on ·by all that knew him to be 
ef a very obfiioate difpofition, \Vhich his mo­
ther mach lamented i and pubfickly coofetred, -
that jhw flared he wo11ld liw to 61 th1 ~ui'n of him~ .. 

/1/'. tntd· oecafi"' tht /,fs of th1 thru kingdoms ~~ 
.hi.s •rbjli~~t~cp.-lf any thing hindered· hili. . 
from being a papilt, it was his lov~ ofprn-tJfa• 
tivt; for notwithfiaoding the· frriflnefs of the 
laws agailift papilla at the besiDniog of his 

reign, 
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.:eign, be granted the.m a gene~al pardon ~d 
fndttlgence ; and declared, it was his will that 
1111 the l.ws againjl them jh1111d .ftand tlifchargefl. 
Thus · be· early difcovered himfetf a friebd to 
popery and tyranny .-And u the ·ling and 
prieftbood grifped at abfolute authority, and 
~~ in the exerdfe c:k it oYer tbe peoples 
~ the 4ire etrdR af their tyraooy md cruelty 
lac:rcafed. · Thek eew ieveotec! aocl erc:aed. 
bigh-commiiion courts and ftar...chamberwere 
ec~rlr . ~aklil to popith ioquifttion, 'by 
Yih.ieh · aacmftrous cruelties were committeds 
and prodisious ·fiae& knpofed on greet numbers 
~ pcrfOilf, fome of w,hom were IlDen of the 
\left reputation, ·parts and learning, of which it 
m.tJ oot be isproper to gh'e a fampte, where­
DJ to jedge of others. 

Mr •. P,.,,.for re8cfH11g .oo the QOurt and 
irchbHbop lA11d in hls writiags. WAS pr.Cea~J..o 
ed in the ftar-chlunber, ansi fcotc:.D(:ed to Pf\Y 
sooo/. to the king, to ftand twice ip the pll­
Jory, to have both his ws cut off, one at,eac:ll 
ti.me, to be !lfterwards imprifoned d.oriqg pk.a· 
fore without ufe of pen, ink or paper, .and .t:G 
be ftigmatized on both cheeks with S. L. de-
noting a feditwus libeller. . .. 

Two or three years after, the fame PrJ'""• 
tDd Bl!ftwi&l, and !Jurtln, 'for' wii(Ulg fome 

reftcc:- i 

J 
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~~efteClions on the hierarchy and government, 
were fentenced to pay sooo/. each to the king, 
to. llaad in the pillory, to ha~ their cars cUt 
~ff, and PrJ""' 'that part of his ears which were , 
Jeft. 

lr{r. -pm. Llll'lt"'' for writiog ·in Mr. 
P"1M4'• wiadicatiOR, wu coodemocd by arch­
bi1hop Lru~tl ia his .fiar-ch.1mber to be wbipt 

· uit'b a treble· knotted cord from the Flut prifoll 
to Jl'lfimi".ffer-bail, and had 500 lalhes. 
Afterwards i.n this deplorable and bloody C91l• 

ditioo h~ was oblig~d to ~aad in the pillory. 
and was there gaqed for ~mpWoing of this . 
cruel and barbarous nfaae..; 

Dr. Lnghum for offending the hierarchy, 
was fentenced to pay Io,ooo/. to the king, 
and by two of Lawls officers was hurried into 
a mofl: difmal ce11 in Ntwgatt, there kept almol1: 
two days without food,. and his eJfeas feized~ 
received when very ill thirty-fix lhipes with a 
treble cord, afterwards ftood in the pillory all · 
bJoody as' he was almofl: two hours in a time' 
of frofl and (now, had there one ear cut oJF, 
01,1e ooftrll flit, and one of his cheeks branded 
with a red hot jron, then carried away to the 
Flttt prilon again by water; and that day fe­
ven ·night the fores on his back, nofe, and face 
not bciog cured, he was again wbipt and pil-

3 lored 
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~gred in Chtapjirk, and the~ bad the remainder 
of the fentence executed, by cutting off' the 
other ear, flitting up the other ooftril, aod 
brandipg the other cheek. 

' 
Innumerable were the torments and troubles 

of the fubjeds, in the reign of this pious li11r. 
And wherever the clergy reign, or a bigotted 
prince, they damn the laity, that is, they 'make 
them daiDfted jlavu or 'Villai•s : and if they 
drive them to heaven, it is through hell. None 
facrifice to mammon more devoutly than they. 
When tyranny is intended to be eftablilhed, .it 
is the work of mercenary priefts to begin the 
{ally againA: common fenCe: the better to bub­
ble, bully, and infiave the people; the terrors 
of damnation are of facred ufe: by thefe they 
endeavour as much as in them lies, to annul 
all the laws that fecure to the people their 
rights and properties. Laws cannot poffibJy 
be of any fervice, if they· may not be defended, 
againft a powerful robber and perverter of 
the~. Or agaioft a band ~f men combined to 
rob the nation of their properties aod privilege$, 
which arc as much their right, as what the 
Jtiog holds by law is his, becaufe both hold 
them by the fame rightful power, the law 
of the nation ; and therefore· fubje8s have 
equal right to po!fefs aod defend, what the law 

givq 
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pes tl1em, as the fotereign bas. 'NoTHING 
IS MOll! SACRED 'PH.AN LAW; itis tJle·power 
ohvtfd'om and goodhefS, or' ~th, united for a 
,gobd end·, and is c~d j'asTICB. It is}tif/t'u 
that is law; .J'uftice-is the proper·ruliog pe~er, 
net th6'pawer of tM ruler; for power·is·giYeD to · 
~·re~r, to a- pelitiea~head,for the fake ofmain­
ttitlinsj~~ '!'o'tfan4Bms tflelttw,j, a crirrii­
rtal·thlng ; i~ is doittg what it not .full', and- ~hcre­
&re renclier$ the- mQ{grdfor enminal, and an 
Uojuft·~, w~ftt" lie be; for. the law ts 
}Ike Ged; wblth is God'&· law, it iS' "' rifprller · 
IJIJNrtf'liMt ~· the la\9 of'natare if r!le nature' 
ofi that law. Whco tlso political head there-

. Cose is. ~e ubjuA, it is ullna~~ to the 
b<My pelkie~· ud oftonds it; ovght!DOI tlien 
tt.e- gofpel·prccept to~ prtaifed-, WhiCH' fays; 

• If thy right tye, ri~ht h.llJtd~ ( o.r ,~riocigai ~c.rn· 
~r) oj[nul.thtt,tutit'!f', an4 t'!Ji 11 fr• thll.;{ft' 
N U jWqjt11biJ fir thll thfu Dlltfj' t$JIIJII/Illt'l j.ij/J~ 
f'.llllur tba.tht r.ubok billJ i fQr dcf~ dWes 
aaa b4R-4d'pexatc-rcmcdies-.thoup it ~~h~ 
aot to. be in the. power. of pope. prieft, enthu­
.fiall, or aoy private, particul.- perfon, t~ de.• 
~ermine the public particular cafe; but it re.:. 
Gda in the united power of the publk body, 

• llllt&IMt n. •CJt so• 
v·o L. III. S frorn 

• 
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from w~ic_h t~c he~ receiv~ ._its ~w_er f# 
being head, foe the united goo,d of tb_c body. · 
or the public. For this ~afon, t,he7 confer. 
their power on one pcrfon, and veft their'aa­
t~rity ia him, not for his goOd in oppofition · 
to tb'eirs, bot for their own good in conj~U~8ion . 
with his. . Coofidering the end and intention 
Of tf:leir _aaion, _it is a power /m 1 . not given.; 
it .is their power. whp. arc lttiUrs, a~d, they ate 
_the body wh;o -~•ve it .in tbemfdves bJ ndlural 
rig~t,_ .tha~ i~, and. th~t. OJlly is ,Pvint ; .and. he:. 
that receives it from, them• has it bJ the fame 
ri,&bt; but·hfts ~ right to potrefs or execute it 
.longer than he rightfnllJ ufcs it. He that bas 
'toft his conduC\: cannot .be a conduaor. ·· Of 
~ t~t~uts what is Jeot.him, to hiso'Wil 
~~ i~f.p~jn4_i~ to the le_nd~r ; certainly the 
lender has a right to demand the refloration 
of wtiki: he lent, and oblige him io it by force, 
an.d'foul means, when fair means faii. No law 
ean b,ind men , d~wn for btlttt' for fD~rji till 
Mlllb, if -tfu.y are aggrieved, and caa find a 
remedy,: ~o more in political, thao in phyficaf 
C1fca. No laws of God· or nature ob1tge any 

· pcrfon or people to remain miferable if they 
. caa ~fed .fcoJ!l mifery, and nulkc thc:a,Uelr~ 

hlppy. To expel Or- kill a 'sovei'IIIOI'. DD• 

· doubtedly puts a OiUOD iPto J:QDDifioas i bat 
wbea 
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wheo his lift puts. a natiq~Jc . itlt9 c;onyplfi,o~~. 
'then his expullion or_ death is the ~nly remedy. 
When a . difeafe is bad, the_ cur:e i~ sQod~ Jf 
.the remedy 'is worfe than the difeafe. we muft 
Jeek another ; but fome cafes ad!Qit of but .one 
·remedy, one method ~f core, ~nd in tbofe 'afes 
·that muft be had, or none. Let the remedy 
·be what.it wiit, it is nof.the lela good becaofe 
· k is public; nor is jufiice the lefs jufiice, be­
cinife it is done in a julliciary way.-'I'o extort 

· monc:Y from a nation contrary to Jaw, is a na­
. tional plunder, and public rapine. And we all 

know what punilhment the law pronounces on 
· highway-robbers. Do they who rob a whole 
1 nation deferve lefs pnnHhment than thofe who 
: rob only Jingle perfons l or ought grtat cri­
' minals to cfcape with impunity, and little cri-
JDiQals only fuife:r. Or in defpcrate cafes, is it 
rut ntpedimt that OIU m1111 iit for tb1 pup.IJ, tlxlt 

. the uti•n ptrijb nol f 

Mr. Gtrilm, that.Hercule!n reafoner, in his 
·· d1fcoorfe1 on 'racit~s •, fays, ' An abfolote 
. prince is of all others the motl infecure, as he 
·. prc'iceeds by no rule of law, he can have no rule 
of fafcty J he afla by Yioleoce, and violeJU:c is 

• Vol. I. p. io6; 
s 2 tile 
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ihe.. only .remcdj ~&~inll .kiPf •. tHi~· i& ,,fl{ 
crueity upon wticulars,, ~~e~h~r ·d()OC fC!r r~ • 
venge or prevention, 4o but alaon other par-

• f ' • -~. 

ticulars to 'fave themfdves by dellroying him~ .. , :· . .. . ' 

· ·t ft is-rate for· a prinee limJtel by lrws, and 
eon tent with his 1'0'W'Ct, to reigtt in for:t"OW, ot . 
clie tragically, as it is aoeommon forthofe who 
have oe.bouads fet f'bem, or willfGfftt:ocme,• to 
efcape·a ~iferable reign and unbloody end; 

• The people fllcewife expea complaifaoce 
from a prince, expea to have their fentimeot­
and humours confidered '; while the prince 
~rbbnbly"thinks that they have no right to form 
2ny judgment of pubnc tnatters·, or to l!lalte 
any demands upon him, bot on the-contmy re­
quires of them \liod rewre11ee ao4·6bedieace-to 
hil aud&oriry; ·at~d aequlcfcace In hit fUpedor 
~ aael &iUt that all bit doings &ooW· 
pafs for jull; himfelf for a perfan altogether' 
faf:red and.aaw:coantable J and his warda for 
la\Yf• . If their behaviour .towards .him d8 aac. 
h4ppen to fqoare ua8ly wid\ thefe bjs ro._. 
reign notions and h!gh conceit of him'felf, ~e 
will be apt to think. or fomc o16cions. .flatterer 
•ill :~ req.dy .to pcrfaade him, 'l&ia roJalaa-, 

·' 

t Vol. r. p. nr, • ·p..a~;' 

... thority 
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'thority is fet at nought, the' people are .revolt­
ed;. ·and what remains but they take arms." 
To punUh therefore their difobedience, he 
. proceeds t~ violence, ·and exercifei real feverity 
for )magi nary guilt. Mifchief is prolific ; and 
violence io hi~ begets refennneot in them c 
The people murmur aod exclaim; the prioc:o. 
is thc.occ provoked, aod Jlie• to ..ugcaoce ; 
when oae .a of vengeance is rd'cnted aod ex· 
pofed, as it ever will be, more will follow~ 
Thus things go on; aff«lioo is not only loft, 
but irrecoverable on either .6de, hatred is be· 
guo on both ; aod prince aod people coo.6der 
themfclv~ oo longer as magifintc aad f&abjea. 
but one another as enemies. · 

Mr. Gwtl111 fays thus, ofthia r,.J ,.,.,. •• 
·rcip, io his hJ~t Whit• : 4 Now, if we 
aquirc illlo the firft cauk, from which all the 
Hil:naturally fOllowed, we ihall find that the 
Yio.lcoce of his reign caufed his 'fioleot end .. 

. It ia oot to be deoicd.llOI' difgoifed, that from 
lhe very beginning the court aimed at arbi­
trary .power, openly porfued it, and for fifteeo 

· .. ,.:an together praltifed it, 'iai1ing money with-
· OUt l.1w, and againft law; which was robbery 

• Vol. JII. P·. 361. 

S3 
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in thofe who.enforced tile colleaioa bfic.s'U.­

~prifo.Uoc men. the heft aod .sr~ •mt:D9 

without law, and againft 'Jaw: whieh wasJaw-
1efs cruClty : feiziog t'be land~ ancl clhttes « 
<>thers, without right, and againthight·; which 
·was flagrant ~ppreffion and violence : atrumiog 
and exe~ciling a power to difpenfe with ~~ 
that 1~ to Jllalte aad annul lawt, whiCh. JNU 

. 1naoifcft ·u~pation : ud. io lhort, dlablUhilag 
.an arbiti'QI'J •d f'I#AijJ at4ori&J oYar 4bc 
perfoos, * rigbtt:. and for&QOCI of tM!(¥0ple. 
wbich '-"aa ~pparent -•cl ~~1>14=-t,.-.,.J~." 

. ' . BetwceD law aDd -~ • .,.tweca figbt 
and tyranny, there iuao lllediaaa, IIOIIIlOI'C tlatla 
betweenjulli~c and oppreffion. Ifki.og ClWits 

· Jl1d GO right to aGl tbut, rtlllll hia -affiog thos 
was tpwtiiiJ.· . If be ~d a ~ht, of wh~ f~rc:e 
-are laws .aod oaths ; and ·where is oar caoaiaa­
tion, the boaied righta of &tli~ .aod ~r 
ancient M6g"a Charta/ Wby was his foct kiftg 
·1•m•s toroed out l why deelared · .ro hue 'b­
feitcd 1 And I woold a{k the admirers. aod do-
fenders· of king Ch~~rles J. bow they woo14 

.. have liked; how borne fuch ·violeoc:e~ futh 
Jawlefs ·doings. and ·mifr.ole in king WiUifiiiJ t 
bow in the late rciJn l .how iD · .tbia /. Hqw 
. S · would 
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. .Ould !they have reutbed · tk .imprJfbnmenr, -of 
. their pcrfoDI, taXeS 'laid OD, aad Uat\ed Withr 
.at .c®fent « par!iilnien~ arbitrary and excel'-
. five fines, their cRates .fclzed, their familiu . . ' . 
. impoveruhed or familhing? Doubtlefs no mea 
.would h~ve been louderin the cry of tyranny~ 

' and very juft and natural would have been' fuch 
a cry. How·do they reconcile fuch zeal aiid 
profeSicin with an ;approbation of the reigp of 
king Char/11 I. which was. one continued kries 
Of oppreffions, and abolilhed liberty and Ia~, 
and efiablHhed univerfal fial'ery ?'- .. 

: · _: , Was it ~ot cr_ying gu~lt in the cr~wn, -~ 
abaodon its duty, to violate the coronatiOJ)­
O&th, to tread o.pon law and jaftice, to perfo­
cnte confcience, to rob and opprefs the peopl4, 
-and from lianited and lawful to become Jawlds 
ud arbitrary? And is.it not equally teafoit­
abie, equally becoming as Ertg/jlm11n, and 
freemen, to commemorate and .dcteft an admi· 
.ciftcwoo fo pernicious and devouring, mf;ll· 
~rca fo black and lawlefs l Is it not our .c:Juty 

: .to take warning by them, ~nd whenever -n atc 

lhreateneGI with them, co gaard agaiflft lh~, 
to-watch eYCry priDClple of fiavery, and fup­

. prcfs id1ctia:s;. to ~ that we live in h.tp-
piot 
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pier times, live in afittgtl'fJ~rnmeu, and uiider 
"tht frtt mrfnf tht 14ws, to pray "for the cdn­
"tiaaaoce of fach an invaluable bleSiag, aad be 
6tatifol aaddliftiog tO that GOOJ) A•D OB.BAT 

•aJNCB who fecares it to us, ·and claim o.o· 
·thing to himfclf, but what our parliaiDtlltl aacl 
·uown laws gi•c him:-

Seeing we ha'Yc now the¥ if li1111 tcgovcrn 
us, which is the greate£1: of all natiooal blef· 
lings, let as not grieve that our fathers dcliYCr• 
ed themf~lves from ip:aMJ by their ftrugsle~, 
and us from the pernicious coofcqaeaces of it. 
·ane we not more reafoo to rejoice, that the 
·parliament's army had got the better' of the 
tiag's, than if the Icing's army had got the 
\letter of the parliament's? for wbereu we 
aow lament'"' day in the year, fhould we not 

-thea have lamented e'lltry .day in the year? 
We: might have fought the freedom we now 
enjoy in Amtri<a, we fhould not have found it 

·in /Witain. If we were not ungrateful to that 

God who redeemed us, he would give _us 
f,_.flmg for f':ftiwg, and tin oil of gl4d1Uji fwtiM 
birit if httfvineft, we fbould thank God for .his 
mercies to us, i~cad of complaioiDg ..ad n:• -
pining before him of his judgaaenrs to tbc:m, -

feeipg 
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Ct$~D- ;,. _t~tmidjl J/. j~d~milll ~o th'~ h~! ha~~ 
· Tt111nn/Jtrl41f111''1 to us. · . .. . . . ' . . . . .. . . 

. '~ the lell"oo for this ·d~y Js tJ.t C. ... 4f. · 
<Our ~died Lord, and as Clwils'a-dcrfot• ue . 
fond of making an analogy l»etwaeA ·t~ I · 
aun grant the~e was fomc ill theit ~ •• 
though tbere was none at all il;l thcU: Uf/4 1 : 
for. the ·one went about doing good; with h;is 
power, .and faving the lives of men ; the oth~r 
went about doing-mifchief with hi.-army, and. 
dcftn>,mgmea~t 'lifel, to defend his power. 
apd IDaiataio ·his pr~oga~wrc. B&U both-. • 
frielub•d··caemia allaw •tut ht J;u. tiOtl. 
JIIIIIJ..·- lt was a llltional.good that ,. .. 
tlUJ fw.th,-Pt~Jit, du dl. .. ., _,.,.;jbM ""· 
In fuch cafe therefore, it may be looked on u 
a titad of propitiatory facrifice, and hil death . 
m'IJ be im}MttJ rlghtt~Ujntfi, Which broagbt•· 
temporal redemption to the nation, · as tho 
death of Chri/1 brought fpiritaal redemption 

• to the world. As .be 11ic4 a g1_1tl '!'II"' we · 
muft all~w his death was unfortunate and is · 
caufe of lbouruiog ; but as he died a INtd ling' 
the death of fuch a oae is fortunate, and. Dt~ . 
ter of joy to any people. Thus julUJ 4acilll. 
both Sda of the account, we- may fet_ cqqal t 

· rorixls of joy apiaft cqoal caufc of !orrow, 
. co· 

... . 
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Co cancel each other, and make the baJ.aac. 
even. And as our fathers hate fent him to hit 

-heuenly father, and have followed him them-
. fclres, R.tfllitftt~nt Dmnts ;, p11u. If God Is 

recoocited with them, ai we ought in charitf 
·to believe, tlicre is ·a reconciliatioo bctweeo 
God and his people; therefore we oog.bt to be 
rcconcllcd with one another t. 

t Notwithllandina fome gnm .. tical erron, ia 
thi• traa, there is fuch an honeJl fimplicity of bearr. 

· (ucb good meaning, andfuch worthyfeotimena in the 
wlaole, chat I thought it defemng.of prefcrvation. 
How much better rcafoaing is found here, than io 

! man)' fermooa preached by great and dlzniacd mea 
0 .IJciQre Lt~ ucl c...; I 0 • 0 o • 
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1111d all/wtri~tg tbtir ruild writbtgl. Go& DON. 
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THE 

Difficulties and Difcouragements 
Which attend the 

Study of the Scriptures 
In the way of 

Private Judgment ; 
ReprefenteJ ilia Letter to IZ roung Clergymfltl. 

I~ order to fho"'• 

That. Iince fuch a Study oftht Scriptum is Mens 
indifpeolible Duty, it concerns all Chrilli 10 

Societies to remove (as much as poffib!e) thofe 
Diftauragtmmts, 

B) a Prt./b}ter of the Church ofEngland. 

To which is annexed, :rhe CENSURE of the 
IAwtr Haufi if CIJnvocatian upon this BooK.. 
And ll LETTER. written by the Reverend 
Mr. Jahn Ha/11 of Eaton. to Archbilhop 
LAUD, upon occalioo of his 

~raEl concerning SCHISM. 

From· the S!VI!.NTH EDITION. 

Firll printed in the Year 1716. 
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The Difficulties and Difcouragements 
which attend the Stlltiy of tbe Scripturts· 
in tbe WtiJ Df Private Judgment ; &c. 

S 1 R, 

I Do not wonder at the forpriu with which 
yoo received, when we were laft together, 

·. the aJvie~ I ventured t~ give you in rela-
tion to the 8t11rlf if th' S"iptures. For one 
who is a ckrvman him(elf, to fttm to ditruade 

'tl»ft ofbis own M"dtr, from. a ftudy that has fo 
·many arguments ·to .recommend it ; and which, 
iD the opinion of all gutl men, ought to be: 
their chiifbufine(s ; has, I confefs, the appear­
ance of a ftrange ptwatkx, and that of the w•rft 

·fort. It looks like p#pery and pri¢-a-aft ; 'and 
· therefore young and tender minds may eafily • 
be forgiven, if they ftartle at the firfi propOfal 
of it; tftofe efpedally,. who have a juft fenfe Qf 
the ex(e//m,y and infpiratift of the Script11r#, 
and are eagerly bent on the pnrfuit of faob. 
truths, as more immediately tend to the ad­
vancement of. 'flirtllt and rtligim. As 1~11 aro· 

· .· .,£ that numb1r, and went illlo orders with ao · 
• A + other· 



. ' . 'lJ)e Pill\trs of P'RRS'l"Cit-AI"T" 

.- ·etlfer" vkw, but that. you might the bettttr 
-.ftudy the Scriptum yourfelf, and advance die­
. ·xnowlcdge of them in the world ; i't was not to 
.-,e expetlcrd you fhouJd prefentl) come into. 
0.ther feotimallts. W.b.ich l am fa. fu fram 
taking aruifs, that I think it to your commenda­
tion, that neither the 11jftifiorz Or tj/Hm you f~ 

· ~ften exprefs for an old: friend could prevail 
witb you to aCt u part that ·might have the 

·appt>arance of levity in a matter of fo much 
«>onfequc:nce. · Nor is it lefs· for your ~redit, 
that you ca.n retain. your opinion, without lo­
ling your temper, or !hewing~ back.wa.nlilef&to 
liear. what is to be (aid againll it. Mofl tem­
pers run into extremes : Tliey are either t<» 
Jolatile to be fixed ; or elfe fo tilted, that no 
force of argument can moYe ~hem. But 'tis­
,;;, ha.ppinefs, that you caa adhere without 
obftio·acy, and change wkhont levity, and 
tbereMre I Olall think it no trouble to refumc 
the fubjc~, aDd lay before you in the befi man­
ncr I ca.B, the reafons tbatjiem to make agai11jl 
th1 jiltdy if tht S&riptum ;,. the fVaJ of privatt 
jutlgtmt11t ; which I bqpe·will not upon cookr 
thol.\ghts appear fo ft'range to you. Yo_u wm 
.confider they come from one, who is not more 
a friend to ''"• than be is to tbe £hurch. And,. 
if examples be of any weight, I can alfure yo_u 
this .fide of the qucRion i& by no means defii-

Ui1e: 



tlfJ(/ 0& THODOXY jhalm.. . 9' 
tote of profelytes ; and that. when yoa come· 
fo kDow the world more, you will find this 
ftudy negltflld to a degree you little imagin~. 
But 'tis rlaj•ns, not t:xamples, will determiao­
you.. To come dserefoa:e tG-th-em; let me ia 
the. 

_ 1. Fitjl pla-ce, obferve to you~ that the.ft.di' 
':{ tbt Script11w, fuch a thmugh fludy: of thcJJJ 
l mean, as- you aim at, it extremely dijfjcu/1, 
and. not to be fuccef,fully purfued, without "' 
..ery great and contlant applicatitm, and a pre­
vious knowledge of many other parts of ufeful~ 

. learning. The New <J: tjlammt cannot' be un­
derflood without the Old; the tnrth• rcveal\!(f 
io one, arc grounded on· the Jrcpbrfo; <:Ontai,. 
cd in the oth·er ;- whkh makes the ftudy of the­
whole Scriptures necelfary to· him, that woukt 
undcdhmd thoroughlY' a· part of them. Nor· 
ean the Ap~crypho/ bods, how much· foever· 

they are generally flighted, be fafi:ly oegleCl:ed; 
!here being a· great chafm·of five hundred year.;· 
between the end' of the Pr6phtts, and' the bt­
&iooing of the Gojptl; which period is of the· 
t'·tatrjl ufe for the Qnderfboding of' the New 
Tdlament, and· yet is tfte ltnj/ krrO\vm &t 
11ow, if the O:'d'Ty?ammtmuft be weB !fudied, 
a good knowledge ef rhe Or.'m:al ttmgrus·js, 
abfoluttly nc~:e!fo1ry. No mao~·~n. be igno-

A. S. an r,. 
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. ~a1;1t, ;W~? kQows any thing of letters, th'afno 
.. :.~t:rhoQ~· qf .ciid books can be thoroughly <le­
'· 01p:~ded on; .the mifiakes are fo many, and 
. J:fome~imcs of great moment; efpecially the 

verfions of books writ in a language little un4tr• 
flood, and maoy parts of it in a !lyle extremely 

. . ··fit•rtllwl; and thofe figures fuch as thcf~ parts 
-., .-cf the w.orld are .almoft wholly ftrangers to. 
~!Jut put·tbo cafe tblfl dilficllltil.s ~re lets. than 
l they aro; it ~ an, c;af}l matter to: add to .Gretl 

. ;·a Latill ,the :knowledge of fo many otbtr /an­

. ··tUDIIf 1 .. Do ·n(lt lluy two .alone find work 
~: . aaougll for inea. fcho).ars ?. Wbat poin.s f:bcn 
· · ~md(h.lbaa take, .if:hewi.U lludy fo--many M,_hers 
·.' bcfides? And if· tbe ·-knO'Wledge of tlle.P/d 
.) · "'f'ijlitmint could bc·difpcnfed with, gfve me 

'·lene t<Hetl you.thatthe laoguage. e~&n.Q( the· 
NtW t#flammtls not to be uodecllood wich tO 

· litt/1 ~ins ards: comJPODly ! ~map~., /Tis 
; leai'Eit .tod~cd in fdloolll, .. agd . frona .~ence 

· · .thought 10 ic .the eaJicR Gree~. t~at.~JI:P • 
. re$1; bur thty who harct-t·ead ~~ U...a~pth~ -~D•D­

. ~aef tlaao ftboci-boJs,. .know. i~ ;lp -~r,-tuite 
. otbe.-wife. · Not to meo~ion t.be- di~C\uhies 

peculiar to St. Pa,./, w.hof~ epilll~~- ~c ~:very 
. ·1reat pa~.c of lhe New Tefiamc:nt• Plot~ aud 
DIID!f/hllfu.,.ro in mauy_refpcCls u~t ~o; hard,' 
au:Yr;:D th~ _111for books • . Tbc fiyle ~ndeed of 
the bijl~r~J boo~s, ii p'Illio anflimpi~ i bot 

· ' for 
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• ~: ~l t~a~, even tkji -iarti have their diffi~­
.ty . .' And the whole is writ in a language~­
culiar to the jtWs: The idiom 'is Hdthll or 

• 'SJriat; tho'agh the words he Grill; wbidl 
makes Come knowledge of tl»fo Iango~ O:ill 
necelfary. 

Agillo, th01J8h it were not accdfary to ieacl 
the Old '1' ':flamml in the Drigin11/, yet the Gr11l 
wrfon of it muft ·bc read; and that ~cfull:u 

. it being oftentimes th.~ bcft, if ~ot the only help, 

. to explain the language of the NIW; bdides 
, that all citations in the New, are ~ne~ly 

made from it. But now, how la~Dri1111 a rhltlg 
'muft it be, to ftudy an ill vcr.6on of a n 'ry 

· hard b9ok, which w~ c:annot read in th«; orl• 
gi~all 1 call it an iO ~tr}ion ; for though it _be 
indeed a Ycry good one, conGdering the time · 
'ic: was writ ill J -yet as a 'VeatfiQ~~, it .. muft be al­
lowed by tlaofe who c:u judge of it,_ to be {ar 

· · ftom be\og ·aa& or true. A man Deed 011ly 
) ·'. eonfult it ()Q fbme ·bard plaGs in the. p,,ltl_ 
' "'ir*tb, ts ''ftll as· to the Poetick ·or Prophetick 

· •· ' 11 f)oots, to hecanvinctd of this • . 'Twas certaiQ. 
· : • · Jy fAr from perfea ilt jirjl ; lod is mtlde :much 
·. · ~ 'W6ife'b'y' ihe ~uptions ' it·· bas faffi=mi io 
:- ' i }iaciding doWn td us: ' So that! may vtature to 
: l. Cl tflirni~' that fhouicf ariy body DOW'-a-days make 

: · 1. a ~erfion fc;. imfetfc~ · ; iofitad ·ohdmintioo 
~·· .1 ' l · .•. ~ · c.; .• ·· ! ... A :6. ' ; :, . ·· : . . · . ·81ld ,. 
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JOd .. ellccJD, his worll ~oul'd o~ much dcfpifell 
~y. moil of our modern critidi: .. 

·· 1 might to tbefe add many· d-., diffic~l:i.! 
tbat attend a ferious ftu.dylif the NNJ r UJa­
ment. It req,\lireS. a gGOd. knowledge o£ t~e 
Jtu:ijh tlate at the tiine of our Saviour's coming,. 

. a knowledge -of their govemmcat, &otdrim. fy .. 

. Jiagogues, cufioms, traditioDII, ~pinions, fells;: 
the kinds of learning receiYCd' among them J~ 
wliat" they borrowed'ftom the Grttls; wbrn their. 

·· myfiical and allegprical'maaner of expounding.. 
U1e Scriptures began, and' on w.hat ground' ;. 
YVbat their Rarticular expe8atioos were, in te• 
lirtioa tQ the Meffiah ; aud· what tliey·tauglit,. 
and on wtiat grounds,. in reliuion to angels,. 
da:mons, polfeffions; or..ac1cs, miracles, E!h •. 

But 'ris in· vain~ you lly;. to .tclli}oon·.of dif­
.ficultits :' You·are rcfolved· not to be detcrrod~ 

· You have time before yoo, gooeLeyos, a .Rroltg! 
· eon!litution, a• mind prepared· for fatigue,, a. 

JIClfonable degree of !kill in the languages, and• 
are furnilhed with a competent .knowled~ ,in• 
all the parts of uftful.learning that are pre~· 
ratory to tbia.ll udy,.; {o that 4iJfi&llititJ aoimate: 
r.athcr than. dilh~o&tteo. y.ou. And I. am oot· 
ua~villing fo far to agree' with yo~. that were . 
ther.c no objc;Clion againfi this fiud:r., but the·. 
(lijji. ult1 ; tllis al.ooc.llwuld cot dete'r one who. ". 

. ~ . ~ 
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... 10 w•U p.epared ·for it. Butlfyott are able• tQ> 
so through fo /g!Jtriqur a· lludy, I prefume you 
are not fond of difficulties for difficulties fake. 
Yotr ~noot thiti'k. 'it ieafonable t~ take r.,. 
much ·pains, unlcfs it w.ill tu~n to. [lllt gp~t/l· 
4WJ1111t:· · -llhall tbu:efol:c ·in the: · · · 

:II. S'~Cwu/'plll«:e talte l~ave to aiR, Ciii'tontt F' 
What good can come of fuch· paihs 1 For it 
amy feem, that a .frtt, (er.'ou1, imp(Jrtial1111d Ia-· 
jlll'i,•~ itudy of tho St• ipt14rtt, wiU be of ao; 
peat .fcnice ;. fes: the following r.ealOns •. 

Jjl. Bw~~fc. 'tis .plain• tile ortbotlo~ foiildst 
aot founded on a nice and critical knowl~ 
ef the Scriptures.- Many of the antient chrif· 
lians, 'twill be allo\ved·, . were nor great critiCs~: 
but argued v-ery modi in a·myfiical way~ Ori­
l"' in particular, who·was the greatefi [chorar. 
Chrifiiani\y had· bred· to that time, pcrpetuaHy 
wrns the letter ~f Scripture into: allt>gory. 
Prom whence we may reafona61y conclude. 
that the knowledge of the bare ·li~tral feofe, 
was, io the judgment of many even in thQ(c' 
rimes, thought to be of little ufe •. 

But 2-i/y, 'TiS' certain· diat the mginol Pm­
pllgt of the Old Teftilment was known to Yef'Y 
flew, for the firfi ji~t centuries, in which thofe 
l,.tttll'fll· ~tm&ils wer~ held, w.hercin aU tho ar-

- tides 



:."t4, l".hi'PiJiua.,llf!P:aQ.s·'I'OtlAFT 
· · tltlos · of't)le or:~h,j,~t f~th. Wl:le.jnt./~ . .T.hey 
· goverJ:Md · ~fclves . iod. cletC11lli0ecl .-u. 

their controverted pqints by the Grul .. erfioa ; ; 
and thofe who knew Rihr1w beft, whether' 
they too~ to the myfiical or. literal way, had dse 
misfortune to be It~ wthodo~t. So it was with 

'.- t:Jrigm,: who kDew. the Saip~es f9 well, ~at 
he had them all :by heart. And Et~fobius aad 
others, who ftndied and uaderftood the literal. 
fenfe of the Scriptures btjl in the next-ages,· 
fucceeded little better. So tbat this lta4y 
fe~s to have been of little .u.fe. to the tjiahiijh..: 
11ltnt o£ the ~rthodox faith. Now if an cxaa 
and critical knowledge of the Scri'ptu~1s, was 

. : not necelfary . to the fiitl."lig of the faith ; it 
· cannot be neceffiu:y to the undetjlandir.g of it, 

. , Of _to the underfiandicg thoft wh·o hav1 writ he.JI 
_jn_the explication and defence of it. On the 

. ... «;ODtff!Y1JO:C4. a knowledge.tend_s to ltJfin. our 
., -efieem for, ,the fatlms of the ,church, ~y dif­

_co.yering, tb~ir mifiakes; .and may Wfiak,en ' our 
.• ~irmar4 tP. t~e dedfio.ns .of coun;ils by. expoliog 
d ahe,falfinrfi .if.tbt grou,d they feem to be bllilt 

on. A. man well /killed in the literal fenfe of 
. ,.tl\e•.SctiJ'tures, wiU-of~a fiod in t~e fathtrl ~,rJ 
'' -Hii"~ls1·t4JU$-O(, Si:rif~llr~;\lfsqd v~rf .inf'!ffi­

.... :IUr.tq; llll4igr.-t·,fir.tfs lakl upon ~~s1 
--~_. .wll~·tfil~aJlJ. Qll:plaicle~,~'~'. THJh.inz,. 

. ' ·~ ·,. or 
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::. ~!periia·ps maker ata¥-t~du:f .. . Wbtch· flfg· 
~ gefts tO Die a t"6iril reafon; 1rhy it may ·teem 

thatfoch a tl:udy ·an do· oo gciod. And that 
' is, 

3ti1J, Betaufe the tJI'tbllh~t faith dqe,,not de­
pead npon the Scriptum corifldcred ab~hnely 
in thmtfihm, but as t~tplained 6y Catboli& tra_di­

. li!"~ The. faith was preferv~d in creed,, and 
handed down fro~ one. orthodox hilltop. to 

. another, whore bufioefs it ·w~s to keep this 
. facrcd depo.fitum pure and undefiled,' and to 
, deliver it to his fuccefi'or entire as he received 
. it. It ~as by this tradition the mai11 articles of 
· ·faith were preferved in the church·; and not 

from any particular j/udy of the S(ripturer. 
The ground therefore of thefe articles mull: 
carefully be diflioguilhed, from the Scriptures 
that- have been brought in prtJ4f of them. 
Thefe proofs may be weak and inconclnfive 1 

bot the truth' ftands independent of them. 
·· 'Tis ~e· faith they had re&ttvtd; and if ar 'any 
· time they argue weally for it from the Scrip­

tures, 'tis an argument indeed ~gaiflft· their 
liarmn~, bot none againft thei_r wthtii•ltJ··· · .. 

Thtuherelote may Jm~~· another good· ar­
. ··gumeot to ptove, that an tJt¥111 a11l '"if•l 
,.'.JIIII] Dj' 'lbt•Scriptllt'ts; i,J1lot t1 fofi tnti- t'Wfit-
,.. uu 
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11&/, Jl•t1!· 'Tit a mach fafir, as weJI. a.s more· 
mnpmdio111 way to make a man orthQd4x, to­
iludy the tTadilion ifthe-chMr.b.. 

'But you will" fay, tliat to fend ·you from· 
Scr:pt~tre to-traditiqn,. is to turn you out of pa­
radlfe, the aarden of God~ into a vafi confafe<P . 
bewildered wood·;. and that this isfo far from 
mending the matter, that 'tis ten ti.mes more /a. 
IJwious than. the fiudy I woula diffwade you• 
f.rom. And fo, I.conft.fli it is; ifa'l' the eccle· 
liafikal wri"tera were to be carefully read~ ia· 
order to know the Cc.t!J,/it: tradition. 13ur 
that is not m>: meaning. Tile jRbjlalrct of 
C41holie traditio,, lies in much let's compafs •. 
The ljlahli.Jlud &fju,,b, _you will altow, is orthtJ• 
dox in all necelTary points.. If therefore y.o01 
know the fenfe of the .. !flablifotd church, you' 
h:rve in epitome the church Catholh; and: 
therefore you need only fiudy her opinions to• 
make you orthodox. And this, the mofi illite· 
rate mao may find in. the liturgy and ortidu•­
T his, I tru:ll you will allow, is as jh'ort a way,. 
at could be wiJhed, of knowing all" that ~ 
necdfary to be known. A very little tiine will' 
ferve a man to read, in his mother-tongue,. 
thiogs which all t,ogether will not fill a mode .. 
rate volume; and he wi~! be ort6odoJt cnougp, 
aild.haYe ll.&tCit de~ o£ tim~ tO fparc for otner 

' · · hdiei., 
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fudies 1 that will turn to 111Jr1 atmmt • . Bcfldes 
that 'tis of great ad.vantage to g.o in a. way th4t 
1a fofi as well as jhort; and wm lead you in.to 
the bow ledge of air ufefut truths; witliont· the 
llaza_r.d gf f~llina into any dangerous opiniOn. 

. ' 

J,.ibly, Bot if you will infifl: that·'tis Scriptllri, 
.and not traditilln, that the faith fa foanded 

on ; tlae~e ia one tbiog further I mull: put :Yfil1 
in miod ofw which may feem to prove, that a 
lr'.founJ aJid lf!!JwiiiUS jhdycf tht Scriphtrts will 
not make _you aa aU more orth1dr»r. 'Tis a 
fundamental principle among protdbnrs, tir:.t 
whatever is 1Uc1fory to be believed, is plainly IJPid 
tl~arly revealed in the Scriptures ; and confc­
queotly what is n11t plainly anti tltarly rt'V1alrt:l 
in them, ~aa!lot be nm.lfary. Now if what is 

· plai11 anJ cltar in ·scripture, is the only part 
that is n~ti}forJ to be known; then a /a;tWiD•t 
fearch into the Dbflurtr p~rts, may feem unnl· 
u.lfory to the obtaining a true orthodox faith. 
Eut yon will Cay perhaps, that, notwithtlarui­
ing this declaratiOn of protellaots, it may and 
has beea urgll!d· againft them by tlieir ad.Ycrfa­
rics, that they d' believe and maintain as ""if­
fary, articles that CIJIInlt bt p~ovtd by p/ain aDd 
cl·ar patrages of Scriptute· Thist I confcfs, has. 
tleeo urged, and may poffibly be true of all par­
bc:s.af them, except the tjlullljhtd 'hllr,h. Bat 

if 
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Jf it be, it proves only that they •re, not true tf1- · 

their principle J not that the principle is not is 
itfelf true and good. Aod he fureJy mull be­
allowed to be the bell proteftant, who adhere. 
belt to the principle on which the rcformatlos 
was founded. 

stbly, Once more : SuppofNIIJ tlie ftady of 
the Scriptures as Deccl'arj . 11 yoa .pleafc: ; . i~t 
the lojl place I .-,, •IHfll a. ·ftmt tho ·worlct 
. •ill ra, it with me, tlaat· tlrey havo Hen ft#­
ci~nt/yjiMMnJ alrtllliJ 1·aad if aay p1rt1 ~emain: 
flill obfcure, wb. can hope to clear 11p pafi'a1n 
that bnc puzzled fo ma.n.y grc:a.t men?. or wilt: 

. prefomc in: difputablc points to fet u.p his prj­
, 'fJatl jt~dg.IIUflt., agaioft theaa teat . were Qleo o£ 
more learning, of abler pa.rts, of greater ap· 
plicatioo, abd bet~er !lCqua,int,ed with the tra­
tlitilllll of the ch{lt'eh, thao aay oae will now be 
allowed to bel And (wbich is the befi guide In· 
lnowledge c1 religion) they were moreover 
inen of moft exemplary piety, devotion, aod 
humility; virtues, of which very littJe footfieps 
are to be found in the learned men df our 
times. 

Mufi not now a DliD ha~e a firo~g bent of 
mind indeed, who. cannot by. all thefe rcafoos 
be dilfuaded fr9m givinghimfelf up, to ajlutly, 
that may by many be -thought as U1Jpr'.fita~ll as •• 
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'rts la,.iMJs 1 but wUI go on, in defiance of all 
that hu bee11 faid to convinae him that he 
waftes hilllfelf in vain, md that there will be 
•• fr~~its of alf his labour, but to know he 
knows QI/Jing1 I call that llflbi•g, which will 
tum to"' ateo1111t. 

Bat to lbew you I am difpofed to make all 
poffible c:oncdlioos, I will grant that eveb this 
t.bjceion might be got over, were this tho 
worft of it : Bot I haYC one argument fiill ill · 
referve, that I am perfuaded will b~ decifivt. 
Mr· 

Ill. 'Ihirtl argument then is this ; That a 
1,a;,•J11l, txatt, impflt'tialjludJ if the Scriptllrtl,. 
wift by fome be t~ought not only to do no gQ1d, 

~- 'bot alfo a grtat dtal '[ h11rt, both to the pub/it 
,. . and ro Jlllrf!!f. 

• 
Jjl, It wUI do hart 'to the. pu,lit.,~-Jt wiU 

difinrb the ptatt '.f tbt cburch, and that cannoc 
but have a malignant influence on the fiate. 

'Tis certain that difputes in th~churcb, dif­
turb the peace of it. And 'tis a-1 certain thefe 
difputes have been generally raifed by men 
pretending to a fuperiour knowledge of the 
Scriptures, and to difcoveries that have efcaped 

- others. 'The Scripturts have always been 
~de this' ufe of by the h"tti&i of old: And 'tis 

the 
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the charaeler of the grut htrttics of tbis ao,~ 
tl'le latl age; who· have fet up for a frti a_"' 
i~partial fiarth into tht littral flnft of tht Serif. 
turn, abofe . tile relt of the chrillian . world. 
But with what (ucce(s r They have purchafed 
their pretended knowledge of the Scriptures at 
the ex pence of their rtputatim, and their fiudy 
has defiroycd their wthodoxy. And were no~ 
theif. books and opinions carefully fuppre4,, 
apd tbeir perfons rendered odious to the peo·. 
pie; who knows what dijlurhaNts they migbt 
have created to the church ? On· th¢ other 
hand, the prace the church has ~ojoyed _fQi 
many yca1samong its own members, feems to be 
owing to no one thing more, than to a geric:r~l 
ntglell of this fiudy; and the dangers tbat at 
preknt threaten· its tranquillity, come whoiiJ 
from men, who have en.deavoured to revive a· 
ftudy, that has fo often proved pernicious t~ 
its peace. 

Nor can it well ·be otherwife. ·For w~at­
fecnrity has a mao that fets out in this .w~; 
that attempts to Jludy the Scrip(um in a free 
and impartial manner, laying afide all prepof• 
feffions and pre'fious notions, refolving to fee 
with his own eyes, and judge for h'mfelf,. and 
to believe nothing that he is not upon his own 
fearch convinced is clearly contained in them ; 
wut fccuriry has fuch a ~al4 that he iliall not 

. farL 
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, . . . 
tall into fome opinions that have been alrtaJ, 
cmdtmt11d as erroneous and heretical, or which 
inay interfere ·with thofe th.lt are commbnly 
received? Whic~, if they do not immediately 
ftrike at any fundametual point, yet will be 
t/J,11ght to do fo i apd may have a tendency to 
put fcmplc.s into w.eak minds, aad to dillorb 
Jbc jtMt >~/the ch11rth, hy raifing do11bts aioiM: 
the meaning er ·truth of . fomc anides, or bJ 
affertiog that an eXrplicit belief of .them is nee 
mecelfary? 'Tis fo ·natural for curious .aod in· 
quwtive minds to ·deviate from ~be commoa 
road, and the examples are fo many, that 'tis 
edde-but you do fo too, uolefs you had moro 
l'ead .in ;your conllitotion, or a more reftgne4 
uoderAaoding, than any curious mao ~ver ·had 
yet: Other wife yau eaonot be fure, that 'YOn 
fbaU not 1ludy yourfelf into doubts at ·Jea1l, if 
oot into oppofite opinions concerning fome ,.,. 
tnwtl1lotions. ·You will doubt perhaps of the 
Htb~ritJ er authflr of fome canonical book, and 
think perhaps that fome .Palfages are inttrpD .. 
14tti, or that fome celebrated texts are n:.t gt· 
,,,.;,,, or ftlould be Dfherwift r.atl, er have not 
been "giJt!y Ulltkrjlood, ar do not pr11~i tht_p,;nt . 
""' t~ri eommoniy brought [Dr. You may f•U 
into notions that will be thought tending to 
Arit~nifoi or t~e like. · You may rejea argu· 
.lliints brought from the Old T¢•mtntato prove 

the 



st fW Pillars !(ParuTca..tt:T 
the 'rrinity; u trifling, and proviag nothing bnt 
the lgaoraace of thOfe · that make-ufe of them. 
·You my tblak a·~fo Jaas a Htwal mcaa­
iag, where eomatooly the 8JIIieal is thought 
thcooly OM.· Y oa may think that tun, tlkti 
in tlac Nlfll2iJ.,..,• which are .flrong agaioft 
the &cillit~~~~, do aot prove agaiaft the Aria 
notion. That the title of fi" 'f G«<., bu DOt 
always OH .uniform mcaoiag in the gofpel·J 
aod that that fiogle expreliioo, of itfclf, is ao 
proof o£ any thing in God aoalagoaa to,,,.,. •• 

. tift, ioiDCD. That · the. itlmtiull tonfuhfontitJi .. 
IJ of the jffl, the tltrul pnuffon of the fpirit, 
~d ~1 other notio~ relating to the irinit,, 

. ~ho' they may be true in tbemfelves, are not ·fo 
in virtue of tbe t~Jtti alledged for them. Thcfc 
notions, karned men have fallen iQto; and ftoln 
thence 'tis to be prefamed, JDU will not· ea&ty 
keep clear of them. I chafe to iafiance cbitfty 
in matters relating to the 'Trinil;·, becaafe 'lif 
the controverfie now on foot •: ·Bot the llkc; 
may be faid on many Dlhtr articles ; in dt.h tJ{ 
which the truth is but one, bot the crrorsildi­
~ite : And there is hardly any ootion with -l'f=­
fpetl to anY. of them, which fame learned aan, 

· by following his own prit~ate jrlfigiiU"', in!lcacl 
pf taking thedoBrine if the cbrmh for his gltiilc1 

has not fallen into. 
- · • See a late book, intided, f'hr tn• iA!Imt *.f·iiH 

Nt<W 'fljfa,,.t c.ruernitlg Jifu Chrijl: pria~d 
)f767: w.berc:in the Trinity ia dfJDo!Uhed fol' evn-. 

Now 

2 
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.. Mow if yoa Gloald lludy yeurfelf ·ia., <lUll 

. ..,.., opinions, or intO ild C)Des tb4t hate bctll · 
~ned, what 'WUI you dol Will yoa keep· 
them- co yourfclf; or pabllll them l Or .9W1 I 
ridler fay, 'tis ao qoeftibll ~ ·The authota Of 
eew DdtioM are apt· to be very fotJd oft'btm; 
they think .it batbarous and cr\lel, to filflc the 
«Dfaot la its birth. There is a fecret pleafarc 
1ft. fingalarity. To difFer from the wtgar, is 
ill apPeiran~ to be ablbt ·them ; and to be 
tlijli;,guijhtd from the herd, is too great a temp· 
-tatiori to be eafily refilled. ·But had you pru· . 
.deDCC eoougb tO !OVCr:O fOUr ambition, . tDII• 

ftie"" may come in here, and make you do 
•hM a~itim .equid not. . The trpths you 
d\iok JOQ iaave difc:;o~crcd; eh.he.r ~re, Of will 
h: thought by you. of too much itn;•rJiltr~t to 
the bonoar of God and the good of religion,. to 
be concealed. You will look on them aa the 
#kff~~~ts .j Gill on your tlu.diei ; aod tbink it a 
.,apital cr~e to extinguilh the light, and fqp­
prefs the ·k.Qowl~dge: be .has imparted to . .yoa. 
la fhort, · you will think yowfclf ~ the 
},ft/IIJI •/JigtZti•n ~t . to. dilfcmblc iD religiaas 
JP~tters, aod conceal from the church of God, 
opioioDS which you arc cODvioced a~e .npt ooly 
&rue bu,t o( gr~t fervjce to it. Let ~• chcq 
c:oacl.&Jdc;a that cl$c ~l"l$r fCVi.v~d. o~ 

· which 
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which yourjludJleads. you into, ~ill·bc pu'b­
lilhed' to· the world. What now will be die 

.confcquence? Certain mifchief. but no ~crtaio. 
~od at aU •. No good. I fay • fQf poffiblyyoiU' 
ootions. may be ~r~, or not of coofeq~encci 

. and, whether they .arc or no.t, the prifumfti'• 
·againfi you will be fe firong, that ·your .aotion1 
will not be rmivuJ, and perhaps ne»t uami11td :. 
They will be candti1Uitd as nmel . notions, ·or u 
e.x.ploded ones.· And, wh~tev~:r "you advaace1 

'twill be thought a certain proof of its being of' 
rio confequence, that in fo many ages it ll.as 
never been rmi'Vtd. There is .110 room there­
for.eto-expclt, that what you advance, .lhould 
be rmivtJ, -or d.o any good. But the mifihief 
b fore and certain. It win raife fir~tp/ts i:a 
weak arid unfiable minds, fap the foundations 
of the orthodox faith, and give a handle to 
fceptical men; whQ, becaufe fome things are 
Clilled in doubt, (though incidental matters 
on'ly and of tttle confequence} will think they 
h:rve a right from thence to quetlion evety 
thing. Thus the ·church and dfabli/htd Ja:th 
win fu'lfer by the fcruplts put intO' irs fritmJ,·, 
and the tandltgivcn to'its tn.-mit~. And whea 
religious difputes are brgun-, dt)ig"ing moi 
.know how to intermix affairs of flate With 
them j 1lnd lhen no body knows where tbey 
will end, or what · alifchiefs they may do. 

Where-



_. 6!J1! O.a-f~o.,oxr fl*en. · 25 
W-bereaa if you ·~D be coa~at ~ ge ~ ia tbc 
IHoten riad i .if JOU wm imPJkirl) .fubmit to tbt: 
riuiwtl n•ti11ns; and humbly think· t~e i!ltlt­
PIIIIII t( tht church, where 'tis not the fante, bet­
ter tltao Jlur·oum; you will be out of har"''' 
way, ~ oeither hurt the church nor Jflurj'tlf. 

2. I add, yourji!f; ·as another motiYe, that 
ought to ha-ve great ·weight with you ia this 
qoetlion. For you ctll1lot dillurb . the peoct if 
1M th.reh, without being greatly a fufferer ,.,,._ 
ftlf. If yoa r'o/1] tlo not diflurll itipta.,, 'tis all 
one, you will be inlt?rtttd to do it ; and that 
will bring on yoa more evils, than lwonld wilh 
to my greatefi enemy. In a word' you will be 
mought a htrtti~; a term, which there is a firange 
m11gic ia, though it has "' dttwmi1111te mtt.ming 
in the mouth of the people, nor any ill meaning 
in itfelf. rTis foppofed to include in it· every 
tbing that is bad ; it makes every thing appear 
odious and deformed ; ~t diffolves all friendfhips, 
tKtinguilhes alt former ldndfentiments, however 
jufi and well deferved: And from the time a 
man is deemed a heretic, 'tis charity to aa a- . 
gainft all rules of charity; and the more they 
Yiolate the Jaws of God in dealing with him, 
•tis, in their opinion, doing God the greater 
fervice. 

VOL. IV. B 'Th.lt 
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That yoa may not tbiok this is faid at .fiB• 

dom, purely to frighten you into a .compliance 
with me ; let me defire you to confider ferioofly 
the natural coofequences of being under the 
imputation of bertjj. And the firfi I would ob­
{erv4:1 !s, th&t from the moment your people 
have diis opinion of you, you are incapacitated 
from working much good upon them; and that, 
I'm fure, fo good a .mao as you are, mufi think. 
to be a great evil. While they think you ur­
thGif,x, your virtuous·and lnofi'enfivc behaviour, 
:your 1bi8: fobriety and temperance, your affable 
and famili~r manner of converliog with them, 
yoU(, generous and charitable regard to thofe 
who are lick or in diLl refs ; thefe good qualities, 
joined to your plain and eafy,· but afi'eflionate 
~d moving IQaoner of in!lruaiog them, have a 
IDigbty influence, and you may lead them as you 
pleafe: They admire and endeavour to imit.ate 
)'OV good example : Your virtuous condua is 
a coa(lant, though tacit, reproof when thc;y do . 
.W(s: The very fight of you, is. tt_lelt:ure of 
virtue to them ; and the influence you have .al­
ready had in the little time you have been a-· 
moog them, is too vifible to be denied. But 
from the time you are called htretic, much of 
the good you could have done, i~ at an end. 
Thofe who before. had a fecret veneration of 
y<m, think i.t their duty t? difam• and injur4 
you : your virtue, they call hypoctify ; your 

· humility, 
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hulflility, fpirirual pride. They look on you u 
an abandoned wretch; tharGod has withdraw~ 
.his grace, and rhat the d~ll is at the bottom of 
all you have been doing : That nothing can bet­
ter teLHfy their orthlti~XJ, than to throw olF all 
regard both to your dolhine and exam pie ; and 
for fear rhey fhould feem to be infeCted with 
yo'llr errors, they will return to· the vices yo~ 
.bad perfuaded them to leave i and for the fu..: 
tare, will take etf'ec!\ual care ·not to be the better. 
for you. 

No body can do mach good, whom the peo·· 
p~ do not think a good man ; and thac cannot 
be·expeaed, when fo much reproach and iafamy 
will, right or wroog, be heaped on you, if you 
do not continuccrtbDdf-*'· And this yoo cl'lnnot 
doubt, if you will but ieBca oa wbar pe4fea 
Ullder your own eyes. And therefore 'tis iA 
vain co fancy yonrvirtuorwill protdl y041. Ncr, 
the moll t~njpi&JUtls fJirtllt will not be believed. 
1f you are guilty of no open vices, f~cret OMS 

will bcfillliputed to you J yotlr enquiries will be 
called t:ai11; turi~•z and fwbi~tlen fludies. Pride 
and ambi&loa will be faid to be the fecret fprings 
of them. A fiarcb t~jflr truth, will be· called 
a·lbtJnf'"'lulty. The doubting of a fingle text, 
will be fttptieifm ; the denial of an argument, a 
,.,_,,,;,,.of tht faith. To fay what the Scrip­
tures bavc fatd, and in the •ery fame words too, 

B ~ if 
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if not explained in the common way, will be 
blafphcmy ; and the moft fincere concern for the 

· honour of almighty God, you cannot be fure 
Will DOt be interpreted dDWn-right otbeifm. 
Ever.y thing you fay or . do, will have a wrong 
turn given it. A flip of memory, lhall be ~ad<: 
wilful prevarication ; a miflake in-_ a citation, 

.. fhall be forgery and corruption; an error in a.a 
incidental_ point of learning, lhall be a good 
proof, that you know_ nothing. Every una_ccuratc 
expreffioo, !hall be preff'ed int~ a cri~J?e; aQy 
little warmth of temper, fhall be aggravat~d 
klto pride and pofitivenefs, into a contempt of 
authority, and m· manners. In lhort, all the 
iodifcretions of a mao's former life lhall be rip.t 
up; and nothing forgiven, that can be remem­
bered . or ftrained 'to his difadvantag.C. And 
where ie the man that can be fond of fuch ofage l 
For my part, I am free to declare, I am afraid I 
Rlould ·not have virtue or courage enough, to 
•ndergo fnch a fiery trial. · 

' ' 

.. _Now all this a man will draw npon himfelf, 
Jbat brings himfelf under tbe imputation of 
b.rrtjj. Whereas the· lrtbDdu man lives quiet 
and at eafe, uomolefied and unenvied. His 
f.aults (and who has not fome ?) ihall be ext<:­
. 1m a ted or excufed, if not quite buried in obli­
_vion ; his want of temper, fball be a commend­
able zeal; hi& indifcretion, good o-at ore;· his 

mifiakes, 
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miftakes, 1hall be imputed to b~ . or -in~ 
advertency; and, when·- they cannot. be de,;. 
fended, it will be argued "in his favour, tf,at tbe 
greateft mea fometimes err, and the writers· of 
the fic.n rank are not always in the rig.ht; or 
perhaps a miftake ihall turn-to his advantage; 
it wilf be ~own to be an erro~ on the right fid~-, 
aJ?d that a_ good ~ufe drew hi~n into it. His 
learning on the other_ baed (ball. be magni&d 
beyond meafu.rc ; cv~ry body will be. full of his 
aood qualities, and hts virtues {hal~ be fet in 
the beft light to fu()w thetnfelves and cover his 
faults. In a word, qrthotloxy atones for all vices, 
and herify ex_tinguifues all virtues. That this. is 
nothing but the bare truth; I appeal to what 
you every day hear and fee yourfelf~ 

There arc, yo\} koow, two tUr.gJIM»• of.tbc 
town, 'vho have fiudied themfelvcs .into hlf'tft, 
or at lea£\: into a Jufpirifm of it : Both of them, 
men ~ fair unblnnijb#d charatlw~. On; hail 
all his life been cultivating piety and. virt.ile 
and good learning. Rigidly conftaftt bimfilf 
ip t~c public aed private datiee of religion; aoct 
al~ays. promoting io fthm, virtue and facll 
learning as he thonght would conduce mofi t() 

the honour <Jf God, by manifefiing the great­
new and wifdo111 of his works. He has give~ 
the w.orld fofficient proofs that he has not mif- . 
pent b.4. time, by very nfeful works of pbilo.foJ:bJ: 

• Mr. ll'hiji111 ~d Dr. Cl~rke.. · 
B 3 al\d 
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~~ Jlllllbnuit/tlt. · · He has applied ''"'to tM 
Pflicalion of the •thw, and endeavoured b1 
l11b tg difplay the glory .of rhe Great Creator. 
An~ to his _.apdy of nature, he early jaiocd tht 
.nu~y Q( tlle &riptllm;. and his attempts, what• 
ever the fucccfs be, were at leall: well meant : 
aDd, c:oafidcriDfl the di.ficDlty of the fubjell:s he 

·has engaged iu, it mutl be allowed that in the 
JPaba they are w/1 a.i,llfl. Anti if he has not 

• fucc:eeded, oo more have others who have mcd­
led .,ith the fame fubjcfu. Nor is be more to 
be blamed, than they. To be ~lamtrl, did I 
{ayl I ihould have faid, not lc(a to be ttJIIIIIIInd4 

"'· For fure 'tis a tdmm,dablt deligD, to ex• 
plain Sc:ripture-dUficulti~ and to remove the 
objell:ioos of profane men, by thewing there it 
tothiag ia the Cacred writings, bua what iJ true 
and ratiQDII, · 

Jut what claes a life that fpent avail? T~ 
"f\'hat · purpoG: fo aaaoy wat~hful nights, ancl 
weary days P So much piety and devotion P So 
11ucb morti6catloo and fe}f,.denial ? Such a 
aral to do good, and to be ufcful to the world P 
8o maay nobl~ fpecimens of a great genius, anci 
of a ftae imagination~ 'Tis the poor man's II)if­
~rtuoe {for P'" he is, and like to be, not having 
the leafi preferment) to have a warm head, and 
.co be very zealous in what he thinks· the caufe 

of 
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of God. He thinks prudence the· worldly wjf.: 
iom ·Condemned by' Chrift and his apofiles ; and 
that 'tis grofs prevarication and hypocrify, ro 
cOBceal the difcoveries he conteives he has made. 
This heat of temper ·betrays him into fome in~ 
.difcrect expreffions and hafty a1fc:rtiont. De­
figning to .hurt no' body, he fandes no body 
dcfigns to hart him; and js .fim pie 'edough to 
cspea the fame favourable aUowaneee will be 
made to him, that ~e f~s made to thofe who 
W• ite againll him. As to his learning; 'tis his 
misfortune that he is not fkilled enough in the 
learned languages, to be a grett critick in them; 
and yet fcems not·~o be fenfible of his deficien­
cy in thia ref pea. And what advantage 111 rakctl 
of this, that he has not uft htat and tll(Jrt trititifm! 
His uarning is traated in that manner. that you 
would think he did not know the firll dements 
«>f Gru!t ; though even in that, he is ·much 
(uperiour to moll of thofe who make fo free with 
him : And you every day hear his performances 
run down as whim.fies and chimeras, by men 
who never rtatl them, and, if they did, could 
not rmdtrfiand them. Nor does his warmth if 
ltmptr come off better : 'ti9 all over oljlinacy, 
pridt and htrttiea/ praruity ;_a want of mod!fly and 
due dljirtn" to jull authority. They that 
fpeak oion favourably,_look upon him as traz!d, 
and little better than a matima"• This is the 

B 4. 
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j,oor man'$ charaAct; 1ad, ''"' at he is, they 
caooot be co.otent to leave him quiet in his pa­
.•erty. Whereas, had he aot been early polreft 
with a paffionate love for~ the Script11r1 and phi-
1-Jiphy; lolad be not tho-oght it his duty above 
all things to promote the gllry 11{ God, and beea 
perfuaded that Could DO .way be fo Well done U 
by the fludy of his word and w11rls; 'tis more 
.rh~n probable lie ha~ at this time been orthodoJt. 
And then, ill.ftead of his prefent treatment, hfs 
faults would have been merlooked; the Ieun­
ing be excells in, wou)d have been extolled, and 
110 defc8.s would have been found in other parts 
o{it; · He would have be~n cried up as an or­
l'lameflt of the age, and no prefe.rment wouJd 
line been denied or en.vied him. 

This you know·.to .be the cafe with on1 of tlie 
uw hlflliu. The •Jhtr • is fo prudent in hi• 
CODdua, that he comes under but aj11fpicion of 
fuouring the f.tmc notions. How nqw is h, 
treated l pr~ldm(l in him is as great a crime "?' 
thct want of it.in the other; The imprude•t ma~ 
is treated as a madman-, and a rank .Arian: The 
prtultnt-one, is kfi a h1rttic, but mort dangm11s: 
Sobri11t am.IJit ad tfJtrltndam tecl'.[lllm; and there­
fare the greater alarm mufi be raifed againfl hi~~~;o 
And what has he done? Why, he has·with ;a 
great deal' of pains brought together in the ben 

* Dr. Sa11lutl C'arke, 
manner 
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manner he could, all the pilrap in the N~ 
'Telta.Dent relatiogto'the d~chine of die~Tri· 
,;iy. And fo far, his work is what· thofe whO. 
differ from ·him, flould be pleafed with; fince 
he has brought the materials together, to cnabfe 
men to form a right Jodgment of the CJ.lreflion iit 
difpute.i and b'as put into their hands,- if he b·e­
in the wrong, the bell weapons againfi himfelf. 
But he bas intc~prtttd feme lt~ts, in a mannet' 
that is not liked : 'tis true, he has fo ; but nor 

once, that I remember, has he given an inter­
pretation that is puref}l if his own &atL lfe 
brings greaJ v.rufurs; and,. if he errs, it is alway.­
io g,NJ c(JJTipa"J. This is -his offence: He has 
maintained ~ith mlUly others, prricularly ~itb 
the fate dean of St. Paufs, • in oppofition to Sa~ 
lt/Jia,ifm, that the tbrtt ptrfons ;, the 'TriniiJ are· 
time real tlijliRt1 Beings: and the belief of thre.;. 
really diffin8 Beings ptrjittly t1Jual, he main.;. 
tains with Dr. S11uth to be 'Trithtifm: And, that 
there m".ft therefore be a fubwdinatjo•. · No., 
whether this no_tion oe right, or not ; if he en~ 
not efca~ ill trt~lmtnf, gfve me leaYe to fay~ 
that if yoor fludy fh01.Jia lead you into· any. opi­
nions contrary to what is generally rcceind, 
J'u can with no reafon ex pea htUtr qU~Jrtt"• 
He is ·a mao who h.ts all th1 g~~d qua/it its thai . 
ua meet together, to recommend him. He is 
JOffi:Jl of u/1 ~be patt.s of ktln•inz tha.t ·at4 -,.Ill; 

• Dr. ShtrkcJ, 
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able in-a clergyman, iDa <kgrcc that few polte£• 
any jinglt otu. He has joined to a good DUll in 
tl!t'tbm W.mtttl lti•t'"'l'l' a gt eat compafi of the 
befi phii4fiph; aud 1/UlJhtmaticls ; as appears by 
bis LaJin. works : And bia Englijli~'dcs arc fuch 
a proof of his own pitty, and of his lrniJWitdgt ;, 
divinity, and have done fo much ftroie~' 11 rt/i .. 
gim, a!t would ~·ake any other mao, that was 
not nnder the f\lfpicion of hmfl, fecure of 
the friendlhip and efieem of all good church• 
men, efpecially of the clergy. And to all the 
titty and learning, and the good ~fe that has 
been made of it; is added a temper happy be· 
tond expreffioo: A fwe~t, cafy, modelt, inof .. 
fenCive, obliging behaviour, adorn all his ac~ 
tions; and no pafiioo, vanity, infolence, or or. 
tentation,. appear either in what lle writes or 
fays: And y~t tbefe faults are often incident to. 
fhe befi men, i!l the freedoms of convcrfation, 
ind in writing ·again!\ impertinent and unrea .. 
fonable adverfaries, efpecially fuch as llrlke at ' . . . 
the foQndation of virtue and religion, This is 
tP.e ltarninz. fhis the ttmptr of the mao, whofc 
jJudy. 1-j th1 Scriptllm bas betrayed him into a 
fujp.:6iDn. of fomc heretical opinion's ; and becaufe 
it has, he muft be IJlacuntd and iUJt~mtd; he muft 
.be worried ou~ of the great and clear reputa• 
tion he is pofi'Cffed of: and he that has fo many 
lhioing qualities, mun be iofuhcd by every wmb-

. + itfi .. 
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l'.fl wrtt~h, 'as if be had as .little Jcarni.ng ~nd 
•irtue as the lowefi of thofe who are againfi him;_ 
What protection po.w can JDU promife yo!lrfelf 
from your virtuet when a mao of fo(b a charac· 
ter cannot be fafe iii his good name ? Whatever 
therefore you do, be orthodo:r: Orthodoxy wiU 
cover~ multit~e if fins, b~t a tloud ojJJirtuts can­
nor cover the want of the "minutcft particle of 
lr:hotf:oxy. 

•Ti; expelledt no matter how unrea(onably, 
that a man O!ould always adhere to the party he 
lias once taken. 'Tis the opini~n of the world, 
that he is all his life bound by the fubfc.dptions 
he made in his 6rfi years ;. as if a man were as 
wife at twenty-four, and knew 'u much 9f the 
Scripture and antiquity and could judge as weli 
of them, as he can at fifty. And· yet if a mao 
t~~iR ht jit~Jyi"g thefe things, he cannot be fure· 
he thall continue a year together in the fomi 
fontimtnlt: Aod, ifhe lhould riot," be mull: either 
ftift~ his perl\rafion, againfi the diCtates of hit 
conftierice ;' or be expofed to the worn treat-' 
bDf, t• be (iallad a ,.t,;gado, afalft hr1thtr, a. 
~Hrvtle,. or any thing that ma/itt can fuggefi·. 

But I have not ye~ done. This is not thw 
worft of it, This perhaps you may preknd to 
defpife, and not care what the world fays of you, 
{g.looa aa your "'tftietirt cannot itproadi yo~. 

Do 6· Well~ 



s6 2"be·Pillars of Pa.IESTCP.4FT 
~ell; let then aU c:oaccro for reputatJoo go.:. 
Can you be proof againft "" fllrth~r .lllljifjfiiW­
of lying under the imputation of hirth ? Caa 
you bear to fee yourfelf, your wife and children, 
ruined and undone ? This, I fcc, ftartles you.­
But yo a afk ; IPhat ungtr Cil,. thtrt 6t of that t 
An Englijhman, you fay, is out of the reach of 
p'rfuution or an in1Juifiti4n_: Tliat fpirit, Go.l 
be thank~d, is banHhed the land; and cvca 
c:nvitl htrllics are protcaed. from the flames. 
Very true; the fpirit of ptrfttt~ti•n is ei~~ 
gone~ or i' difumed ; and that ll~k on as one 
of · the) invaluable bleffings of ~e re~ohnion· : 
Bot can you be fure it will not return ? .ADd 
fuppofe it will not\ are you therefore fe.cuJ:C,. 
that-·an imputation of hrrtjj will not end in tho· 
ruin' of yourfclf an4 family? Yoa _ aod your 
~hildrcn will not be h~rnt indeed;_ but you maJ_ 
be as· dFeaually ruined~ as i£ you w:ere. Yo!! 
may be nmJmmutticated; and in virtue of that be 
~brOwn into jail, to rot there, _while your family 
arc .ftarviog. And ~which cannot be too well 
coDfidered) when once y6u come ioto. tbofe 
circumftanc:es, what is there can- deliver you? . . 
Your puoHhmcnt willlaft and beth~ fame, as long 
as you continue in the fame mind. A rule of 
·paDifhment, peculiar to the eccltjiajlicl flate. I~. 
tivil cafes, the offender, if his crime· he not c~ 
J:lital, (uffe~ a ttmporarJ puni!ha~enlt .propor~ 

tloned 
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lioaed to the fault he has conunitted ; and \Vh'~ 
be bat aadergone that, nothing furtbe~ i$ rc;· 
quired of him, except 'in fome cafes to find fecu~ 
rity for his good behaviour for the future. But 
ill cafes of bwtft, 'thel'e is no reganil to the dtgrt• 
of the ofFence, in the punUhment· iliflicred. Noll 
is there any ,,,; of it. 'Tis not enough to have~ 
fuffered the JIVtr!JI puoilbment, though for the' 
.Jm.IU.JI·o~nce; 'tis not enough to give fecurlty 
of riot ~ffendiog for the fature·: The ionocenc 
ofl'eodct muft deelare (what!ti,. often times im· 

· ptjftllt he fhould declare) that he has changed 
hi1 featiments,. and is become 1rJhodtJx • an4 this,, 
though. perhaps no methods of "'"';m~, have 
been ufed, except that of punijhmmt ~ one .. 
Tll1s bs the miferable condition 9f 11 cmt~iil hl­
rttit': The puoUhment which fell on. 'him fot 
tJti~'./Ji•t thoughts htrtticJ, Jw: mutl . mzti•IU tOr 
eod~Jr~ for /Jartl] thj,,linz• which is .a thiog. DOl 

ia his power, but depends oa tbc tt~UlmH thtl 
appears to hilll: He mu.O: for ever (cruc:lj~fiiqe I~ 
for' ~ver : fuB'er for bis pr_itJ.•It tblqhts. 'chouglt 
they·go aot beyoad his own heart,) the pa~ilh­
aeot. which fome overt-all hat once . drawn. 
upoa hi~. To punilb tni1s fJMitits, as often at 
tbofe overt-alb are . repeated, will not fatisfy 
·the h1/y •lm: Nor can a forbearance o( fuch 
. aas avail any thing, or a promife of .Grence for 
the f~rtare; which yet is all that i• fo a man's 

power, 
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power. · No; he mufl: rtca11t, whether he ca•· 
Of not; and generally 'tis required to be done 
in words' drawn up for him. So that,.. if 'he do 
not fee rcafon to change his opinion ; and will 
not fay he has changed, when he hat not ; he is 
In for life, and his pooHhment can only end 
·with it. 

Indeed; on every fuppofition, a man excom-. 
·DJunicated for hm/J has fad time of it. For if 
he dm not recant, he is (as I have faid) hi pri­
fon for life, and his fa~ily muft ftarve; and if 
be does recant, what does he get by it: his 
liberty indeed, but whnt elfe ? Will people be· 
Ueve he is 1incere ? Will· they not think h-is· 
recantation loofely drawn in favour of him, to 
make it· a- recaot.ttlon in ·apptaranu only?' Or, . 
if it be in the firoogeft words, will he not, if 
he fubmit to it, be fufpeaed to tquivocott 1 Will 
dwy not expect the reafons of his change ; will 
they not alk, (if he fays no more for the ortiHrltJt 
fi4~= than Jte has faid before) why, if there rea-·.­
foris are convinci~g now, he dJd not think them' 
fo before 1 Will they· not conclude, that 111 hi111: 
they .aro iocooclufive fiill ; unlefs he can find· 
llet.ter reafons than the bell that llad been be· · 
f~re offered him ? Which· l t~ke to be a con­
tradiClion. And will it Dtlt be arguad from · 
thence, that he is JlOt cbangc:d l that 'ti& the 

puoi.fh,.. 
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puniiblpeot only, and not his opinioas, he woulct· 
leave ? ·So that if he colltinuti i.o his opinions, he' 
aiofr 1\e under all the infamy and ponHhmcnt of 
htrl}j ; and if h.e dpes 111t, yet it will be fop. 
pofcd he 'does. He is punilhed for atting 
fmwdil.lg tD his co11Jtirn" ; and, if he would leave 
the bwtjy imputed to him, he will be faid to. alt 
Dtai".ft his .t6nfoimu; and perhaps be reputed a 
fllwjt man than be W!'S before. This in all 
events: once a htrttic, ·and always miferabfe. 
The repu~aliop (change, or not) ·is never to be 
retrieved ; no preferme11t or employm~nt to .be 
hoped .for. He will always .be fufpet\ed 6£ 
INrify, who is once guilty; and his wife and 
children moft fee him the perpetual fubjea of 
reproach and obloquy; and feel it tob : Feel it 
in their c:haraaer, feel it in their ~aintcnancc, 
as if the children of a h!rttic were a brood of 
monfrers, nuifance to the common-wealth, ancl 
iofeltecl the very air they breathe: iD. 

Thefe misfortunes a man of the moll uitbli­
mij}JNJ lift may draw upon himfelf and· family, if 
be will be mediing· with fo tia11giroi11' a ftudy, 
and cannot in cmftitntt ditremble the re(ult ofit. 
Mllfortunea, which the oiltft, 11Wtl1f, moll;,.. 
mof'a/ wretch upon earth,· is in no danger of. 
The greatell imnura/ities, nay, a Iottg cD'Urji· of 
th~~~D.t .lhall oftentimes· cfcape anpaniihed ; efpe­
dally if a man be very ortb1fiiK: But if. they do 

.DOt 
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aot, the pnDilhment extends only to the ptrfoM .o( 
tlte oifend.er. It derives no infamy on .him]djif he 
.-.eforms, nor on his. cbi/Jre• if he do not. They 
are rather pitied for having fuch a fathers and 
every, body is willing to be kind to them. Whe 
now, after. this, can be fo food of a lludy, that 
may briag on him, let him be never fo innocent) 
fuch a load of mifery and infamy, a loa"d with• 
out meafure and without eod? And if this will 
be the c~nfequeoce of ~~i'"'""'llicatit~,, tell me 
llow much better 'tis than perfmnHll. 

· · But you win fay, that 'tis:poaibli: a maa,.s 
Audics ma1 t11t bel him into aay litrdiuz/ opi .. 
aion ; and if they Jhould; yet 'tis not very eaty 
to ct~MJi!1 a hmtir, or to fay what is l:m.IJ.. To 
the .firjf I have alre~y faid enough : As to tlte 
-""', I coofe& 'tis not Yery eafy to·ct~m;it1 a man 
ef INrtfJ. ~he· law feems to Be dtjlei"'t kr this 
point ; but who knows how foon thls de feB may 
be fupplied ·by a ,ew law 1 Alld in tbe meaa 
&ime, it may be difli,ult indefd to conYia a maa 
of hmjj ; but perhaps it may be found not to 
be impojfi6l1. And, if it Jhould, 'tis but chang­
ing the word, and the offender may be come 
upon calily enough. If, through a defell in 
the laws, he cannot be coniiB:ed of hertjj, he 
may however be conviB:ed of writing or fpeat ... 
iDg izg.t#njl the ~blUhed dochine.of the church4 
. . . aad 

l 
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trtd' that w1U draw on him all the-tame confe~ 
&iueiices~ that hmjj would do: . For ht;ljj !i the. 
oppofing the dofuine of 'the' Catholii!t . church ; 
but the doClrine of the tjia6/ifoid church; wiK 
readily be foppoftd t& be th~ dOCtrine of the c~ 
th,/iclt church; and tperefore to oppofe the d~~ 
trine·?£ one,_is hi e.ffea to oppofe both. 'So that 
a man lha~l be deemed a htrttic to all intents and 
purp(>f~s, and fentenced to the fame punifhment; 
thou~ in .he f«~teoce itfelf, fur his coinforr,. 
the word- hirijj ma.y be' left out; · 

Bat you· are willing to think thtrtmt!tr of lhe 
B.,-Jifo clerfiy .more moderate, and the gener., 
Jity of them av.erfe to every thing ·that looks like 
the fpir:._it-tJf poptry; ~• the ·ruining• of- a: ~ 
mao,_ merely. (or matters of.gpioioa, mun .~teaL~ 
Jowedto.cfo •. .J wilh you may find ic fo, if.cvu 
~ere fhould be occafion.. I coofefs thcre.btl 
~ppeared a giDd Jpirit, a. very: humt~M ·and cbr.if.; 
lia11 tetQper iq f91tle late writing~,. where perl'\aM 
it was not much expeCted.; but fo~ .aiL tbaJ; ,l 
mo!l. beg lean= tG differ from you. . If indeed 1» 
o~ woulcf judgt in a caufe be did not . unde~.· 
1\aod ; if no one were anowed to underfiat1d ~ 
c;aufe of 6mfi, but who was a good judge. of ~ht: 
finfo ofScrijturt ancl ofprimitiwt antiquity_; if np 
o~ .were e1leemed' to know S~ripture ;1nd a~.t~· 
quity~ but _tbof.'e who h~djj11dit~tli~m wt/1, wli? 
~d read them carefgJJy with thtir nvn·,,s; and 

- . ~ 
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did DOt take the fenfe of them •P'" truft froer 
mod~m writen; if .die •"8111Nnts for his opinioa 
Wt:re to be tKaminttl, before 'his opinion Wen: 
coademned·; if a mao, before he gave his vore,. 
•ere to lay hit haad upon his heart, and declare~ 
himfelf thus qualified ro judge ; that he had 
C:onfidered the matter, and would fpeak nothing 
ht what he thought ; oR thefe-fuppofitions, I am 
.apt to think, a number of judges would not very 
ca1ily be found ; and,. when they were, it ID'ay 
reafonably be prefulll'ed that they ·would n'o't 
be very forward to condemn. They would be 
:f,nfible there waa room for honefi minds to be 
·min~, from what they had read and obfervect 
'themfelves; they would know that there is more 
to be faid on the other fide, than the generality 
at all dream of; they would b~ careful how 
''they difcouraged learning, by difcouragiag the 
enquiries of learned men. They would be very 
unwilling a. man ihould fuff'er by thelr fentence, 
whofe life they are fure· is innocent and vir­
tuous, but whofe opinions they cannot be fo fure 
'lfe falfe or dangerous. They know difcou. 
ragements in learning and virtue to be of fuc.h· ill 
'confequence. that a man's opinions muft be very 
bad indeed, to make it necetrary to come to 
'fuch extremities. But gi\re me leave; to fay • 
. you have no reafon tq ell~ fach judges, or 
Cucb. a backwardnefs to judge. 'Tis always. 
· ·. ffltp.Jul 
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J.,..J. thlt abe doariuc of dre churtll you .are 
a, is rjpt ' that it. is. ac .toBriR of Scriptwe 
a,pd a"qqoity •. Aod &his. t:~ery body. thinkl he 
uQdcrftaads •. · • t~M littlcJeatDing or rcldiDB 
.is ~eaAry, tQ .lllako~Jdcr&JIDI&&jGdp cm11 
the learnedca maa .Iin. 

Another thmg I .take leave to tell you, Is till~ 
moft_ men ~ink they.can do conflitntiliif/J, what­
ever tbey can do ltgaUy. Men of rtfitttd aNI tJt• 

•Itt/ ndtrJI•ndi•gs, who hue a large · c:ompafs 
of thought, and have ·lookt into the principia 
of things, know that writ1111 lt~tlll are but de· 
fiftioaa ef the /QW if Mh4rl, \fbld\ it prior to 
~ IJ11111M1 i11jlitrJti••: That thefefomctimes cte­
ff'i&Cle fr.om thar tm'CfiP'itt"' law ; aQd, when· ttley 
•• ue of no ~ inttinGc authority. Tbey 
bow tbat a tblog is DOt jrft 111fd rtll.fo11ahlt bc<­
caufe it is lfll'lltd ; but, in geod governments, 
is tlltl8-, beeaufe 'tis j11jf ll11tl. rt4joNI~k. They 
know .that MatJ are fomctimes obtained by fur­
p:ize and corr•ption, by piety-management, 
by craft or fuperfiitlon. Thq know that penal 
Jaws.' in matters of religion, are feJC!Iom advife• 
able. They would not eafily contribute to the 
makiag tbem 1 and, when they are made, would 
1te glad to hue them generally lie dorQWtt. 
They kbOW that no athwity '.f ma11 em altet 
tile nlltllf'l tf thillf'• or luLlify a ""'/or ""j'!}l 

· featcn'c 
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fea.~ente in the fight of God·. They are ~n(~; 
'bat. ·if to puaUh men for.'their opinions be not 
""' right, tlte~ is DO meaium, it mu.A: be ""7 
wr"''~ •Tia poblic robbel'f or murd"er · to deo­
privea,m.aof.hialife or goocla for his religioD'; 
if it be aotjujl itzitjilfto do fo, as well as/,¢ .. 

Some perhaps may think in this manner; .but 
thef~ JJ)Ut.t be men of ·refio' d and exalted unde~­
fiaodings; and therefore mull be very fiw. 
The g.tturtJiil! think they may do jujlly, what­
e~r they can do ·/,plly. . And it is~ no doubt, 
for thtm, a good rule. They . cannot judge of 
the nature of things for tl~tmft/ttll • •nd. tbece­
fore ~h1 law is th_e .~ol/l pr9per gQide apd dirCCf 
tioJJ thty. can have. As long there(Ofl: as thcr11t 
are laws to puoiJh .tbe afi'cr~ra of bm#e•l lpi.­
ni!J!Is, or fuch as qpp-.ft. thl !fldli/btd·th8ri1Nr.J 
you may depend on it, they will not be fa& 
fer:ecl to lie. dormao.t. There wiU -never -be· 
~anting great Qumbers, who will calf alou4: ~ 
have them ~t'. iq exec,utioa· ; and .tltay wifJ· 
tb~nk t~eir zeal iiJ, chis .matter, the lu.fl ferviGt 
th~y can do the churck. 

Thil ia human utu,,: thus- i' hae been iu ~H 
. ~mea. And no experience of rhemifcbiehlone i 
co chriftiaaity by 'a f<)rwardoefs to pronBunc~ .. 
~~a~ewa' s ~ tbofc who-difFcted from: the Th 
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tlivtd opiriions, ~ill make. us wifer. lt may, I. 
doubt not, be demDnjlrated with the greateft 
eVidence, that all chriflian,churchcs have fuJfered 
more by ·their Z.,4J. for orthoduy., and by the vio· 
lent methods taken to promote it ; than from 
rhe utmon eJforts of their greatejl memier. But, 
for all that,· the world will tl:i11 think the fame 
methods oecelfary. The fame :&1111 will prompt 
to the fame perfuutitJns or prljicutio11s, (call them 
which you will) without confidcring thal.the 
famt mtans inuft nc~cffarily pro(\uc:c, at long· 
~n, the fame fatal tD".Ji1umw. 

Let me· therefore entreat you, not to faucy the · 
w&rld is altered in this point. Do uot think. 
your opinions ca11n1t ruin you, becaufe 'tis n~t · 
mf••llle ·they fhould. Do· not flatter yourfelf, 
tltat tnnp~r, ,r.athnc1 and matkratim, caa in reli· . 
Jlioos . controur.fies get the ·better of indiflreei · 
:~~~I, NgflrJ aDd fuperjlitif111.. In 1hort ; be not 
llafty in efpouung of opinions, which can have 
QO other effe6t; but to lay the b!fl m111 at the 
mercy of the.wwjl. Every mtan perfon, who has 
nothing to recommend him but his orthDd~xy, 
and owes that perhaps wholly to his ign~ralfu; 
wiU thiok he bas a tight to trample on you with 
coutcm.pt; tQ, afperf.e your c:baraaer with vira­
leut· reftcaioDJ ;_. to n~o !iow.o JOUr writings as 
meao IUid pitiful ptrformaoces, ·.and give harfl 
llllmts to opiiliGDS he dm n11 1411dtrjlatul; which 

you 
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y9u mufi bear, without the leaft hopes of beiJl« 
heard a word in your defence. . · 

Let me obferve one thing more ; that 'tis the 
misfortune of a cltrg1man, that he is confined to 
tml pr'.[ejfo11. Other PlCn, if they cannot life ia. 
,, way, arc at liberty to try a11ftlm: But a maa 
who has once t!U= indtlihu charaCter, mufi life 
by the ont profeffi.on he has made choice of. ·If 
therefore that livelihood be tak.en from him ; 
'tis in vain he has ltar•ii.g, pt~rlt• inti'lfi?, aod. ' 
app/i,atiDn, He will DOt be allowed to take •"1 · 
•thtr 'ourfi to repair the lofs he fuffcrs by hia 
opinions as a clergyman. His ti!DC, aDd for­
tunes, and £ladies, have been {pent to make him 
ufeful in tJaat on1 profctlipn; and, if he had. 
~bilities to maintain himfelf in ll"Y 111m-, 'tis too 
late : He has made his choice, and muft abide 
by it. This thco is the unhappy dilemma a 
rtpllttd btrttlt is reduced to ; he will oeilber be 
fuff'ered to lttp the profeffion, nor to /Niut it 1 
he ala II neither Jiye ;, it, nor llU -fit. So that, 

· notwithflanding his lttzrlling, parts, 'Uirt111, and. 
indufiry ; though he could make a good Jaw,,., 
ph_¥jician, · 11Ur&ht~~~l, or m~thanic a if he be not 
wthodl3, all potlibi1itie1 of liYiog comfortably, 
at lealt, and reputably, are taken from him. Go 
now, and think, if you can, that the ad,·icc I 
give you, is not the advice of a friend. 'Til the 

. advice of ODC! who loves virtue and. learning, 
who 
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"Nho is a friend to all good men, and is in parti~ 
colar greatly concerned for your fuccefs and · 
adnncemeot in the world. ·'Tis advice: fecond-· 
cd by the examples of ~he greatell men. For 
aame me aoy one of the men moll famed for 
Aeamiog in this or the laA: age, who have feri­
•lly turned thcrmfelve& to the Jludy if tht Scrip:. 
ltffll, I might oame to you the moll eminent 
tneu do\vn frQm Stalit" and Cafau/Jqn to the 

' 'pre(ent time. CoptOus indeed, -and the excellent 
Gr1till4 ate exceptions ; but they met with fuclr 
-for,,, that one has littb: encouragement from 
their examples. Bat not to go beyond our own· 
country; who are the men &bat have excelled 
aoft .(extepting·always Sir ljaat Newtm) in 
philofophy, aA:ronomy and mathematicks? Have 
they not been elt"gpntr~ ' And was not th_eir lkill 
Ill tbe(e {den<"es, the elf'ea of their great and 
conJlaot application to them? Was not that 
time (pent in thtji Jluditt, that yDu think fhould 
have been applied to lhejludy if tht Scriptum 1 
Oft the other hand, take out two or three from 
fo great a body ; and where is there a clergy­
man of a great ge~ius, and that has made a chief 
Bgore in the learned wcrld, that has writ upon 
the Script•rts 1 at leaR with any mallefly "tkill 
in cridck l 

And what. is it, that all this ean be imputed 
tQ ? Did thefe learned men decllnc this ftudy, 

becauft 
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becaufe .they waotc.d the a/Jilitus proper for·it 1. 
Surely that will not be faid of men of tlaeir coa­
{efi learning. Or was there want of itrdimltN• 
an~ gDotJ-wi/1 to it ? No, they were mea .of ow­
tut, and t~Dtl p,.ettjitmts, -as •ell as fc:holan and 
men of lettcn. What tbeo? Did they, wbo 
have taken fo mach pains upon 1thtr books, and 
with fo much faccefe, thiak tht s~,.,~ the: 
only ones that nutJ1tJ .,, their help l Nthhcr 
can that be .pret~dcd. They faw the faaed. 
books, through the it•jury if ti• ancl .the ;,,.. 
""'"' if fuilm, hadfuffmtJ u well as olhc:n; 
and ·much miJrl by Ja!JI IIMtzbfr~rtJ in11rpr1t11tiOJU. 
To be plain : the 0111 thing that t!K'ncd them 
from fo noble and neccfi'ary a ftody, was the 
want of liblriJ, which, in thisjlat/1 '"''' is de- . 
aicd men. They found it was tia,gw•s to 
cxamine impartial],, aoo fpcak fmiJ; that they 
muft write withlra J,,,,,, or with "' fofttJ ; 
that it would be expe!ted of them, to firaia all 
their wit a~d learning to patwriu and palliilt1 
gJ:Ofs errors, infiead of t:tf'.ftng or tniiiMIIg of 
them; and to fupport the ,.tctiflltl inllrprlltltillls, 
however abfurd, ioftead of fnch at r1•fo• and 
J,a, ning convinced them were the only ,,.,, 11111. 

But this was a talk, which men o£ i"llfl•out 
mifuJs, whofe inttgrtty and lwt '.{truth was equal 
to their penetration and great abilities, could 
.aot fubmlt to. For men to have eyes and Uft-

dertlaodings 
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iletftaliliibgl ef Utelr own, aBd ytt not fcc :or 
.uderamd, .but 1$ they were bid, .and thu ·by 
._ who.coaldootfce or und~rftaod themfelvts; 
~~or- ... ~~,.._! To make fuch a blind ufc 
of-their leamiog and abiHties, wu, they thought, 

\to perYert the very end ·of them; and really to 
· dUhoaour· God, ·whofe fervice they were given 
. · ·mr. stnce therefore they could DOt bear the. 
· 'thoughts of ftadying the fcriptutes m thlji terms• 
· ao part was left men who could not be idle, but 
'tot,., 11 ji1111 othwfiutly, in which, without fear 
~f danger or offence, they might freely go whi-

. tiler tr11tb and rtll.fo,·led. The confeqneoce of 
·....,&icb, bCfid·es the ~provtlnents made in ·arts 
·'aniHcienccs, has been, that many of them have · 
· fi:parately made ·til.ore : ~ood emendations; and 
.:happily explained more.difficuhies; in the Jmalltjl 
Pozan writer; than tbey ·have done, take diem 
all together, in fwo hundred years upon the 

_ ~h-,/t' !Jody of'tht Scriptures. · · 

Wbat then I would tdvife you, is, to follow 
"'facb exlftfples. :rura yourfelf to the fiudy of 
lhea.•thm 1Hjl»riaru, ·p1tts, wators, and philofo­

•'lhm• Spend 1111 or twtlrut 11tirs upc1n Umm or 
ftrmc1. To illuftrate a !Jillet•doux, or a tir't4nkm· 
-rllteh; tb rip1iia an I!Jftmt jrfl ; to · make a hap-
11 ~' on 1l-patfage that a modeft lll&D 

· ·woard JJiufh·at , will do you more credit) and be 
V.o'L, IV. C of 
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J!g~ater fervi~e· t~ y~·u, than the ~ofr ;a!c:fiJJ 
.en,p'toyment of your ti~e upon r.he Scr.:iPtur.~s:; 
unlefs yott can ref1?tve' to conceal your feo.timeQU, 
.and fpe_ak always with the vuJsar. You.fec.a 
prefent example in the great Bedlty: Wilat,.a 
reputation pe has ~cquire,.d by .the nol;>le ~itiQo. 
.he has given us of Herat~? ,.Ho.\V are h~ ab~!l­
.tic's coofdfed and ~dmired by all ? But ba4 ~~e 
fame geo~us? the fame fagadty and J;.b,P"'~' bClell 
applied to the fiudy of the Snipt~res i to fettJe 
the text i.a doubtful. _places, .to mend cw:ruptcd 
()nes, ex plaiD hard ones, fix the meaning of ob­
:i:ure oties, . .1\od t() tr.ace out. the lltera,l.f­
where it. ca.n be don~ .; fi!ould h~; f .fay, ·have 
auem pted a work of this kind i inGead of 
thanks and applaufe, 'tis more than ·prob.abJe he 
would have be"en treated as a rafu man, of no 
judgment, of little le~r()iog, .and Jefs religion ; 

· and, if his worlcs bad .beeJl f~nteoced to the 
flames; a majority wouJd have been for throwing 
him in after them. · · 

Confider wdl therefor.e, how you engage 
where there is no retreat, no repentance, 1;1.0 

room for pardon, if you once offend. You have 
two w,a'ys before you. Ont will enable you to be 
ufeful in the world, without great tr~ubJe to 
yourfelf; it will crown your labours with fuc· 
cefs.; it will bring you reputation and cfiecQJ ; 

7 ~ 
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lt will put you into a way of niakirig a .d~cc.n~ 
pNMrron for your family,' and give. a good ·c·~­
iatiOii to thofe two fine children God bas bleJfed 
you wit&, and you may have many more. 'rhc 
ttbw will itfelf fatigue you with many difficuJ~ 
'des, -and cxpofe you to the moft fatal copf!=.., 
quences·: It will draw o_n yo~ an infupp,or~ablc 
104d of infamy, as a difiurber .of the cbllrcb,,_l~D~ 
2ti enemy to . the ~rthotfoJt faith i an4 in aJI pro­
blbtlity end in the extreme 'poverty and' ruin of 
'ybUrreJ£ and family. Which Goci forl>id fuould 
eter be the cafe of one who has. no ?ther v_iew1 
ht to dedicate his fife to'God's fem,e, I am, 

' ,. • I • • ·I l : '1 .. ·~'· 

.... ~ 
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· -.The C o -N .c L U S I 0 N: 
. . . 

A. FT E R all that has be~n &id iu this loog 
letter, I am perfuaded that many rea<lera 

Yill fiill think whatis here advanced, a Ilrange 
-paradox ; or perhaps be fcand~lized at it. as« 
very wicked one ; . and will on no · terms alloJr.. 
·that clergymen ftlould lay afide what Gllgbt to be 
their chief jltzt(y. And, to be iogcnu~ I will 
confefs I am mtirtly P.f the jM~~t milld. l ~ . .at 
unwilling, as tbty can be, to admit the cooclu• 
fion,- that the jiudy o/ the Scriptufts.. fuould be 
i:lflrtul; and yet cannot deny, bot, humanely 
(peaking, this muft be the coBfequ~ce rna 
tbefe' premifes. If therefore we will not ~ 
the tmdufion, we mufi lbow the p.rnt1ijis to· bel 
llOtrUC:, Rlld &hat tbis '.ft~)t WUI Ul be 'atteJnt.W 
with fo much danger. :But this ~~~B ·id. rai~ at\ 
tempt., if we do not our parts, at leall, th;wtbcfe 
may nDI be the confiqumm. -For as._ long. U th~ 
are, thejluiy if tbe 'Scriptum ~ill urJainiJ co .. 
tjnue to be ntgletlui, as it now is ; and all .moa 
who contrihute to thefe confif11111US in any degr~ 
<Jo fo far dijcDurag,. tho j/11tly if IIH Scril,tW'~Ie 
wbat~ver they preten.d~ 

· In truth, there is nothing mere abfurd, t~n 
to fay the . glorious, things -we -do daily of tbC. 

. .Scriptures ; 

1 
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Siriptures; and, at the f.1me. time, make the 
~· Qf them, to mea of fiocere and hotrefi ·· 
miads, {o extremely hazardous and incanvmit~ti · ' 
If ·then we would not be' guilty ofdiflouraging a ,' 
Mdy, which we acknowledge to be- the &rtlll -
.,,of the dergy~ ns we are· chrijlians; it w~ ; ­
weuld be troe to the fu11dammtalpriruiples of· ·. 
tee riftrmatiDn, as prDttjlanfl; that the Scripturn 
1/tr tlu Dn/y rtllt· if faith~ let us ufe out" bell en­
deavours to rt111fJ1l/t th!: gr1at · al:Jlades that lie 
againO: the ftudy of ·them f let us do whu W·e 

. c:au; that learned tnen may have fuli liberty to 
ftudy- the Scriptures fmly and impartially ; good 
i«Hirllgtmtritgi'9e.n them to go through the Ja­
lnw tllld dijjiqu/tils of fuch a fiudy, not llighrly 
adfuperficlafly; but with applicarion and·dili-. 
FJce as the nature of the .thing requires; and 
line· lttl'IJI to fpeak their fenfe with all manner 
~/11/i,:, That their ~PiniGns may be •~amined 

· jlliriJ aacf wiJb tRnptr.: That their names be not 
aajafUJ loaded with talumny 11nd fonder ~ that 
their words and aClions may be interpreted wit" 
the fame ttmdo11r, as islhown to thofe that differ 
&om them : ·That, if what they' a~ance- be 
ript, it m.ay be reuivtd; if wm1g, their errors 
aay·bc rtfuted, as the mifldti of ltarntd men on 
flhw fabjeCls; if doubtful, and the Scriptures fay 
fo little, or fpeak fo o~fcurely, that nothing caq., 
certainly be dec:ided either way j tbat then· rro-. 

· C 3 . body 
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~ey .may be ollliged to take 1it~er fit.U ~~~ tHuf­
fory: That, whether their 1111itns be right or 
wrong, the~r ptrfins may in all events be fa.fe. 
and their maintenance Dot affected by it : That 
as long as they litJt 'llirtu•u.f1y, and write with aU 
due wdl}ly andg~od mallntrs, afllli advance no­
thing that breaks· in upon tmralily qnd gtivmr­

tnent~ they may .be treat~d in aU ref peels as thofe­
are or ought to be, who empfoy_themfclves i" 
any other part of ufefullcarnicig •. 

I mufi adO, let them be never fo much in the­
<Un·ong, I can apprehend no danger from it to the 
dJu,.th; or that the errors of a few men, can 
bav~ any -confiderable influence In oppofition t~ 
a great body of a vigiJant and learned clergy, 

• who will be always able and ready to dtfi_nd the. 
r'ttttvtd not ions, if they tan h~ defen4cd ; and if 
they can1111, it mufi be allo~ed they ought not. 
But if fome · in:onvmimcits would arife f~om thc:­
)ibetty I contend for, they are notping in c•mpa• 
rifm of thofe that muft follow from the want 
~~ . ' 

Till there is foch a liberty allo9ect to clergy­
men; till there is fucb a fecurity fOr thtir' repu:. 
tations, · fortunes, and perfons; I fear I m\tll. 
add, till fo difficult a fiudy meetS with propor­
tionable 11f(DIIragtmtnl; 'tis impoffible a fi,,~;,, 

-impart/a/ and laborious flfpliuztion to ir, fhoul.d 
· generaJJy 
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gtuerany prevail': And till~i'r ·does~:-!t. ts:'as i~·: 
p'b{ftble th'e Scriptu111 lhould be u:tll'u'nde')looi:• 
And rill they :ire; they are a rule of faith in r.arm 
only. For 'tis not'lhe wo'rds o( Scfipture, but 
the fmfr, whh:h is tbe'ru/e; rmd fo far ~s ikat i~ 
not undtrjlood, fo. far .the S&riJ.turtJ are not ~"!: 
ru 1t, w~atever we pretend; but the f.:nft tbat 
nim hotu put,, thtm; tnen falliMt as ourfelv·e·s~ 
~nd who \wete by no means f~ well furnijh~d, as 
tl\e fearned at prefent are, with the proper heips 
to find out the true meaning of Scripturt. AnJ 
While we take the ftofe of the Scriptures in thi' 
manner upan conttnt, .and' fee not wit.b our ow-n 
eyes; WCi iofenlibly relapfe into the princi}~4 .of 
t'P"1• aad' give up the_ on)' ground oo wh~h w~ 
~an jufiify our fepar~tion from the c;hurch :9f 
~. 'Twas a _,.;ght to jludy and jutlgt if th1 · 
Script11m for thtmftlvtt, that our firft rt(ormm 
aa:erted wirh fo good dfca ;. and their fuccdfirf 
can dcfc'nd 'their adhereace 'to them, oo ,;, fih~i-
princil'le. . · 

·~ ' 
. If then we are c~mntti for the fiudy of'the · 

Sc.rip~u{q, further th.an ~ w•Js.; if. we. in 
earn~{\ t~i11k them. the '''" ""~f if faith; le.t .u• 
~~~ .fS ,if~~ t~o~ght fo : Let us hca~tily ~ncour 
!'NP.~frff .afld.. il(lp_art[al fludj of.t~e~; ,let .u~ 
1•1 afide that malignant, arbitrarJ, ptrjttu#ng. 
ropijh' fpirit i, let ~s put no fetters on m.ens ~0· 
derilandings, nor any other bounds to their 

C + cnquiric~ 
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enqniries, bat what-God and trl!th have fet. ~¢, 
., if' we would ooe give up the prottjlant prin-. ' 
cipk, that tht Scriptum are plain IUld cltar in the._ . 
,jfcdfory articus ; declare tro!hing to be •tu!fory~ . 
llu.t what .is clt4r/y rtvJt41tdin them. 

Thea may we hope to fee the iudy of thefe _,. 
div~ne books {o happily cultivated by the uoite4; 
labours of the ]~rned, when under DC) difc011~ 

r~gements. ; that all may in the main agree in , 
the t_rue meaning of them. Places that can h• 
""d"/lood, they wm agree in under !landing alike. 
f~ch at lea(l as. are. of miftiJ.utiiC.t to the faith.. 
And for fuch as are t>Oo ohfturt to /u cltllrtd up . 
with onturtqintJ, thof~ likew.ife they wUI agree._. 
about, and unanimoufly confe{s they are fuch 
u. no ortidt of faith can ht gr1utttlld ll/fJ1.1, ,,. . 

provtd from. Nc;x.t to the uoderftaading .a text , 
Q{ Scrip:ure, ia to kDGw it caa'.t be certaiolJ . 
'Qilderfl:ood. Wb~n the clear and dar.k pfttCJ of .• 
Scripture are tho$, difiiogu.ilbed, an unit! may. . 
tllen reafonably be hoped for among prottjlants 
lA ••'.!for, p.ints J and a difo:.trKt if opini~" in ., 
filch -.are 1111 "'t'./fory, can.have ao IUN~~r .j' 
ill tonftqumu, oor any way ·di!l:urb.the peace of .. 
the church; fi11ce . there w.lllthen be nothing .. 
left in its doClrines, to infozmt mens pa.ffio•J, or-.· 

fttdtheir corrupt i"tertjls, when we are all agrwl 

~ut what ~ !jintiA/. tQ.rcligjoru ~d what is_· 
II.((-
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,, './l,;ttial~ is looked on as indiffermt, {o that a 
man may take D'fll fide, or the otbtr,._ or. ntfthlr, 
or may thangt, as 11e fees . rearon. without 
oKence. · · 

~ UpoD the wM>le, a frrt tmd impattiQ/jludy if 
tb1 Striptures, either' Dught to be encouraged, or 
it-t•ght Jilt. There is no med,'um ; and therefo're 
d~~tfc who are againji ~ntjide, which ever it be, 
are neceffarily tjpoufirs ifth~ other .. Thofe who·, 
think it ought nat to . be encouraged, will,·~ 
hope, think it no injury to be thought to de­
fend their opinion upon fuch rtafi'ls a~ have: 
bore been brought for it, till' they give hitter, 
On the other hand, thofe who think thefe rea­
Cons inconclufive, and can't find better; wi:l .. 
find ·themfelves obliged to confefs, that [uch a · 
ftody' ought to be encouraged; and confequently • 
mnfi take care how they are accelrory to fuch · · 
pra~Uces, as in their natural confcquen£e can't : 
but teod' to its difconragement; len they come · ~ 
into the condemnation of thofe who IO'Vt dprknifs. 1 · 
,.ather than light, and, for their .punitltmcnt, oe ~ 
finally adjudged to it. There is in this caf/'np ·. 
orbcr medium between' mc~uraging and dif•u-
1'tlling, but what there is between li!;ht and 
tfarlntji. Evef.y degree of darknefs, is a want 
.X:fo much light ; and all want of light, is n 
certain degree of darknefs. To refafe then a 
weater degree of light, where it ca~ be had; ia 

C s io 
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i~ truth to prcftr darkacfs : Which, in my 
hamble opinion, can nner be reafonable·'Or-ea,­
cnfable. Thofe who are of another mind, 
plainly tlf/lrujl thtmj(/fJIS or thtir tauft. Which 
i( it. can h1_6r the .ligiJt, '\Yhy Jtioulcf lt ncit)e 
fhown ln it ? Bot if k cannot, 'tie not the caofc: 
of qDtJ, or of thl' So11 of G1tl; for G1tl is ~~~~t, 
1111ti i11 him is liD tlarl111js J and the So11 ·of G.J is 
the trtu litht, whiciJ ligbrttb "'"1 "'"" rhtll 11m1t6 
in'q tht ww!J. 



. . 
·. · 411id'0RTHOD()XY }Jiakt11. #j. 

I . 
· ~ 4 ; :.. ' " • 

• ' : J • 

.- '.. I ., .. ·" 

'l•". 

··C E N·S U· R 
"' . .t 

.: f?f ~~ L~er Houje of 9onv.oi:ation ·u~~ 

.. . this· BoQ.K. ·~ , ~ . · .. ~: ~ . . ' . . .. . ,, 

1. IT treats of things facred, in" a ludicrou's 
. and prop bane manner. 

:z. It cafta injurious refleBions on the fathers 
and councils of the antient church. 

3· It iofinuates that the doCl:rines and articles 
of the efiablithed church, are not grounded oa 
Scripture, but are rather inconfifient therewith. 

4· It reprcfents the body · of the clergy as 
neglefling, and the governors of the church aa 
difcouragiog the fiudy of the Scriptures. 

5· It expofcs the difcipline of the church un·· 
der the notion of ptrjicutiflll, and invidioufiy re· 
fleas on the laws provided for its fecurity. 

· [The particular pa.fTages upon which thcfe 
obfervations are founded, are not ~iftrrui to.] 

• Note, this cenfure of tbe Convocation upon this 
excellent traCl, was bafely omitted in many fucceed• 
ing editions, but is here reftored to fhew the uue 
Spirit of that body of JDCD. ' 
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Written bJ tbe RevermJ· Mr. John Halcs­

D/ Eaton, l!o .drcbbijhop LAUD, up· 
~n Ouafio, · 1j bis Tract 'conccrniog;_ 

SCHISM.: 

May it pltafi JDUI' Grau, 

W HER. E AS of late aa abortive dif­
courfe, indited by me for the ufe of 
a private friend, hath, without law­

ful pafs, waodred abroad; and millaking it.S 
way~ is ar1ived at J~ Gracls hands; I have· 
taken the boldnefs to prefent myfelfbefore you, 
io bcbalf_of it, \Vith this either apDitJg] or ex&'!fo 
indiffi:rently,. being refolYed ;, utram'fJis aJeam, : 
to beg either your t~pprtlhatitJII or. your pari/qn. 

for ir.yfelf, I have marvelled, whence. a f,:rib· 
bled paper, dropt from fo worthlef; and iGCon .. 
fiderable ~ hand as mine, Chould recover. fa. 
much flrength, as to be able to give olfmu •. 
13ut I coofefs it to· be moll true, that B11/~m ;,.. 
&hllant inertt!,. fortu finiunt; and a weak band· 
ofte'n kindles that fire, which the coocourfe of 
the whole vicioitf cannot q.uc~. 1f therefore . 
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6·t· .. 
uy fite can arife ·out of f.o poor a (park, (whick~ · 
f-. can hardly conceive) I am myfelf here at 
band to- pour oa-water, · to.· pr_event a. farther'_. 
mifdtief. . ·: . 

Whatfoevcr there is- in. .that4chedule, which 
may feem apt to give •Jfet~ct; confifis ·~ither in--. 
phraft and 1/lllnntr if tJtprtjfi.on J or in the ,,,_ 
t~plt, and things tlmnfi./fJtr~ ·there, prelfed a!ld ' 
i.afifted upon. ~r thefo..fl.h~.Whofoivtr hath. 
the misfortune to read it, fhall find in . it, for 
1\ile, fome things t~U~r-Jami.'iar -anrlfuh-'Tujlick ; . 
fonae things more pltafani than. needed J fome. 
things more fttw and fatirical. F~r theft, iny: 
apology i$- but this, that your Grace wcruld be:. 
pleafc:d to take in .conlideration, fitft, what the. 
· liJ,,. of a.httw might enti~ me to.· SmntCy~ 
I am, by genius, 1/111· and uruauttlo•s ; and­
therefore fome pardon might be aftbrded to 
lrarmlefs frnd,, and g4Jdy if JPirit, utterly de­
YOid of all dlftemper and malignity. Third~·, 
fGOle part of the tbtmt I was to touch·upon, was. 
(or Itt 1-feemei_ to me) of (ofma/1 and inc on· 

.folero/J, a moment·; and· yet hath raifect that 
noife and tumult in the church, tbat I co~fefs it 
drew from me tllat 'indignation which is there 
cxprelfed. . When. .Aigaflus th= emperor wai. 

· a!ked, what was become of his Aja.x; (for he 
made a tragtdJ upon the life and fortunes of 
that mani) he anfwcred; in,uo~tiJ m JPflrliJairl. 

For: 
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Eor· .. t~ things whicll I U.e abort t~ehetf 
apao,. my aD{w~ i'a, iilt•mllml ;, f1n«i11111~ Ari-d 
I C»Uf.d heartily wUh, {for, m tbe _cafe I · at&, I 
hate nothing but gHil wijh1s to help me) tlrat 
they in~o whofe .hands th~ paper bas unlatkily 
f\llcn, would fa your me {o much as to h•"l' 
tbcmout. · 

Now concerning the thit•gs difcull'ed in t~ 
pamphlet, I humbly beg lcayc, befOM I come tQ 

particulars, to fpealt for myfelf thus mu~h il~ 
general. If they be '""s which 1 haft here 
vented, (as ptrt~lmlt they arc;} yet my .,;n 
hath no part in them, aad they arc but the 
iffues of unfortunate ing•iry. Galnt, that great 
phyfician3 fpeaks.thus of himfelf, ·~ I lix :,i' · 
G?rt.J~ iu3-~,, &c. J ln1w rtot how (fays .rhat 
.;,.orthy perfon) If!'" from my J9uth up,;, a Wll'l­

tltrful ma11ntr, whtthtr hJ tlivint infpirati111, w"' 
fury and pl}ftjjiDII, 1r hiWtfltr Jill mtlJ. p/toft. 111 
)lilt it, I hll'fJt much ctJnttmntd tht DPilliD'I if tk 
MdNY; /Jut tz'RUTH ond KNOWLEDGE,, 

, 1 hfl'Ut ahDVt mtafort offillta; tJtrifJ .,.{{upt~j,.g 
myftlf, tllat a fairtr, m~rt tlivint f~Ttunt, to11li, 
nrotr htjal a ma_n. Some title; fome· cl!lim I 
may_ jufily lay to the words of this excellenc 
perfoo: F<lt' the ·purfuit of TRUTH ~th been 
iny only carr,· ever fince I .6rfi undcrftood the 
meaning of the word. For this, I have forfakeli 
uU hol?es, all frie~ds, all defirc~ which migla.t 
• · · · bia& 



· ••• ()a TA!ODOXY jl;al:t11• : 6J' 
Wf:•·•,t• biader m~ from·drivmg· dgbtat 
~~t 1 ~c:d. For this, I have fpc:at,my, ~ 
Jli~ Dly .. mean.s, .my yc;~uth, my-age, aDd.:all I 
~lave; lhat I might remov.c from. myfelf that 
cellf&Ue of r lf'lttl/illtl,-8111 fJiti• pil fliitl. ;, .. 
rw-f!t. If.with all this coft and pains, my pur· 
chafe is ~ut trr~r; I may fafely fay, 111 err bath 
coft m1 more, than it has man1 ~o find , the 
truth:· And truth itfilf fuali give me ~~is . ~e.CH­
mony at laft, that if I have miffed of her, it is 
ilot my /flu]t, but my misfDriUI'U. . . . 

Having begged JIIUr Gracls pardon for this 
""t'czu'I'OAGyi~Z, (peradventure uofeafonaple ;) ~ 
'\Viii rake liberty to confider of the things them- ·· 
fl.'vtt difcufi'ed in the p~m.phlet. Aud firjl. 

I· bowfoever I have ~ifcaft fome pamls of my ac;, 
count, yet I am mo~ _certain that the tot~/ fo• 
ll right i for it amounts to no more than t~at 
precept of the apofile-.As far as it is pofliblt, 
b,avt pttlte with all men. For this purpo(e, hav:­
ing tummo~d up fun dry occafions of 8_CHIS.M, 
and vaiulng them with the beft judamcnt .l: -
tould; I fiill ended with advice to 11ll pojJib/1 
iluDmmodati•n and commu.oioo,' 11111 ,,z, 1xctpted.._ 
Now certainly there could be no great harm io. 
~c jrimifii, whc.re. she ""'lujio.n · wai JlOthing 
~lfc but pea&~.. . . ; · . .· . . ·,. 
... ,. i . I 
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One of the anCieut grammarians, dcliV~erill8. 
the laW~ of a comtll, fomewhat fcrupnlotitly, 
thought N.n p1Ji Ferrum nominart in CtmediJ, 
nt· tranftat in 't rogtedir11n ; that to name a /wfrl:; 
ia·a tDnlldJ, was enough to fright it into a tra­
gtdJ. The very themt I handled, caofed me ta· 
fall on words of dijftntim and •oife and tumr4lt. 
and.flirr : Yet I hope it is but an unnecc;Bary~ 
fear, that the laft fcene being J>~tKe, the dif• 
coune ·wm prove any. other' than ((Jtt)ital. ' 

To touch upon every jaring firing ~n' it, were 
too much to abufe JDUr Groce's patience, of 
wbidl once already you have been fo extraoroo: 
dinary liberal un-to me •.. All that may feelfi to lie 
open to exuptio11, I -.will comprize under tWfJ 

beodJ; within ca,;npafs of which, all other pet­
ty and infc:~;ior maders will · eality fall. The­
fi.rfl, concerns my carriage•_ towards antiquity;. 
t~ JtcQnd, towards authority: Againfi both 
ttbicb,. I may be f1,1ppofcd to trefpafs. For the ­
fojl,'·l am though-t to have been too jhrzrp in · 
c.enfuriog antiquity, beyoad' that goDJ- r'tjpett 
wh~ .is· due unto it; In this point, my error, _ 
il any .be, fprang fro~ this ;-that taking allitms 
to be tl\e fruit by which men :1re to be judged; 
liud_ged of the pt~f"'s by · their a!li_Ru, and oct» . 
ofallians by the perfons from whom they pro· · 
qedc:d. F~r, to judge of atliQns, by ptrfinl and · 

limu, . 

1 
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ti,tM, I haM· alw.,. taken· it to buuoft-:_,.U(~ 
r1l. Heocc it is, tbat haviOf no good co~tetlt .. 
(for I will f peak the troth) of ·•ur rll/1 ~~ fll~b \ 
tuitrilirllll t!J1 fi'!ft '.! E.aJiw.; ( Firjl, be~~-· 
'ti• borrowed of Mofts, without. ·toy. warrant.. • 
for ought I know; StmuJ/y, bc=caufe it is of II#.; 

'lfol for, wbic)l·.way is.tbc fenic:e of·God.ot. 
maJtuy jot more:. adv.aocer1 ~y making that fca& • 
w~nder bctwix~ day .and da.y, than .b, .fixing i~ ~ 
oo one known iiay 1 'Thirdly, becaufc jt iuljtur1 : 
•114 i•tricatt, few fcbolars a'quaintiag themfebes .. 
therewith, !lDd there beiQg nothing more ridi· 
olous· than. DiJ!i.eilts Nug111,. ufc:lefa. intr.icacie&. . 
and obfcuritie.s :) I coald not with patience . . 
fJICik ·tlltl/y of. tho(e., whe>. ufed, !o fiu1l aocl• 
contemptible an occafion, to the great diftor· 
blnce and rending of the churches ; and, ia · 
ruintenance of a ,., arid jititplr ttrllltlfity which.·. 
it. is no way beacfi.cial· to pre(ene, to. fall · ioro . 
that trrw,· thaQ whicb ·thcmfelves t'verj' wh-ere ~ 
kJf us thert can fcarc.cly any · bo marC. . duge-, . 
roas. 

Whereas its one .poiDt, fpealdag of chaf'Oh... 
uthorlty, l bluntly added, [which. it .,,;]I · 
110ft ickDow~dge it wu 14ncaflli•IJ fpokcn;. .. 
IUld, being tiken in a glntraiiiJ, is falfe; tho" 
as it .refers to the otc6fo• ~hich th~re I fall . . 
~~'til (as [ tiWalr.lmay fafcly fay) "'ffltru,. _ ., . . . 

F41r f#, 
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For chu;c&.auth"IIJ, ·that 'is; aattldrity reliailtfr 
irt ca:lefiantctl· petlbns, it either of f•rif.ll!li:,. 
ht th,.eh ct111fts, and mdtttr if ftt&l; or of dtti­
p, in point of cburch f.Uiflior.s, and·· tiifoa.ttihl#" 
opnim. As· for tl\e- firji; in cbr.t'cb• carifis or 
llllllt!r if fall, crcclefi2fiical =perfons in·caks of 
tfleir ·cognizance have· rhe fame tJutbo, it} as a·ny­
oilien have, ro whom power of jurifdi8ion Is 
committ~d~ Thdr co',fi.jiDril's, th'eirmtrts; rheir' 
tlittrmintJtiilru; ·lland upon as· wanantati·le evi­
Choce, as tfle decificni·f>f Dlhw /Jmchu·a,d.toll''l¥ 
d·o. I counr in point of tlttifo" if chtm/J'.gul{­
tio~ts, if I fay of the allthDritJ_of tbt ·~hllrth, that 
it wu ,;ru; I·know no atlvtrfory that I ·haYe, 
the i~ureh '![ R.,,. only excepted. .for tlds 
ttnlwt-lulnt, cxa:pr we make -the. church ftiAI• 
ljefllll't'lfl~s; the t~lllr•ry to which, we-;geoo; 
r.ally mailllai" againO: that church. Now· it 
plaiatJ.appcJ&rt, that upon this occafion I fpake­
ic: For, I;Jeginning to fpeak of fcb;jm ariUtlg by 
rel{qo: o( ambiguaas opioioll, . I brought lb 
aakedly tbofc words which ·gave- occaftom·.'Cif' 
effe•e~; which if I had fpokea with due quail· 
fiattion, I had not erred· at all.: Agaio, w~reas 
I did too plai•ly deliver myfelf D1 . o,-;,;,, D,:. 
,;,p;, aod denied it to be fou~ded either iD ••­
tllrl or in rliigirJn, I am very weJ.I conlent ~to& 
pat oft' the decifion of this poitlr tiU!Eii6s com6~ 
Ia tbe .meill tille, whe.d:aer It be lrOe OJ 'falM'. 

lea 
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~.~. pafs-for my mNlake; for.. 'ti•-bal a'.poiar 
of,JR~ fpeaalatioo, whicll.wc faJl:upon whta 

· we fiQ.dy ArifJ•tu's p.liti&ls p and in coDUDOB· 
~ aod ufe, bath no place at all. For •uth~ritJ 
itoot.wonl todijputt; and it goes but lazily c:So,. 
wh~D. it. mull. defend itfdf by argum~1tt in th.: 
fchOols. Whether dominion in CilJilihs, or U. 
&ltr;,js~ht XTirr1r. &t. or com~s in by dit~int !'igbt,: 
it cou~.er1r1~ tbtlll to loo~ to, who have dobllnioo 
committed tO them. Tcut}ur-s, whofe d11ty it is­
to obey, (and to mJfi/fabove all, who am bcft 
contented to Jlye and die a poor and private 
IUD,) it is a fpeculatioo meerly ufekf5.. Our· 
Suionr qucfiions nor HttvuJ's or J•g":fluJ's· 
lidc ; nd coofelJ'ed that Pilatt bed his power 
ft .. abiW ; which yet we · know came but by 
IJitatitJII from Tilurius C•for. Let titles o( 
booour aDd dominion, go as the providence of 
6ocl will hne; Jet quiet· and peaceable meo. 
wlllaotfail of their obedience. No more wlll r; 
of ought : fo be that G•d and gfiDJ tot~fti'mct com.;. 
·IDIJai not the contrary. A higher degree of 
dDtf, I do oot fee how any man can demand # 
my h•ods. For whereas the exception of gmJ 
tt".foi~t~c., fouDds oot well with many men J be- . 
ca8fc oftentimes uDder that form, ptrfi'llll'1 aecl 
. .DI[Mu..ji it fufpeaed to couch itfelf r In thi.J 
ca{fj, it ~~n• every: ntao flocerely to knoQW . 
. ~.aru.t}l of .hi~ _owo. h'art, ~JIIA (Q a(~rdiRsq 

~ 



t)fl 'I'bi Pillars Df PRIUTCRA·FT 

te d~erqline of his.own way, iuhatjOI'IJtr the· 
j"clgmeot of hls fuptrim be, or whatfoe'Vtr i¢Jmt :• 

ilefal him. Fot fiote in cafe of czonfclence, ma~ 
times there i•. a nece.ffi.ty. to fall either into ·the. 
blnd1 if nttn, or into th4 hands if G1tl ~ of thefe. 
t:wo, whethe~.: is the .beft, I lea:ve every particu .... 
Ill man 'to judge. Only I will add thus lllilch s 
It-is a fiaifui thi11g to triRe with e~~tftima :· For, 
aoft. · alfuredly, according. unto. cl ,.a .mao.-Aw:llil 
1\and or fall. at th~ laft .. 

One thorn more t.hero ·is-, which· I weuld, if.l · 
might, pull out of the. 'foot of him, wb.o .fualh, 
tread upon that paper. For, by reafoo-of a pa~,. 
f~ge there,. wberei~ I lhwp\f ta!ked...tpifioiM • 
tnnhition, I have beea fufpected by fome, ioto · 
whofe hands th.at fchedulc fdl · before ever it.­
camc to)our Gr11u's view, that in my hear-t I did·-'• 
fccretly ,lodge a mllljgrlit] a.pofi ·the . tpifi•~l or·· 
dtr, and tliat, UD!iet pr.etence of taxiag t"; 1111-·· 

timts, i fecretiy · ialh.ed at the· prtjtnt. ti~s.­
What obedience I owe untca 1pifi.ptlljurij~itl~'"• -
I have alr.eady plainly and fiacerely opooed Uf\lto" · 

JDU~ Gra~t ; and mr,truft is, you do belio.c me: 
So thM Jn tha.t regard, I iDtcod toNy· na c«e ,, 
zd the ..,,., conxderation of tbe ·tbints tiN• 
ji(fJts which there· I f pellk. of, frees me from all 
lufpiclon offecret gliding at the prtjint. For I 
f,Mk.e.ofjchif~ ·•rlfing either out of plurality of. 

bi.Jb.ops.· 
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'biJhops in one diocefs, or fuptriority -{)£ bilhops 
in fandry dioce{fcs : Both thrfi are firangers to 
· ~~~rs, and proper to the antimt times; the jir}i 
ari6ng from the unrulinefs of the- people, io 
1rhofe hands in thofe times the -nomination o£ 
~bifuops was; 'the Dthtr, from fomcwbat {whe~ 
thcr good or bad l know not) in the princes theQ 
living, who left the bilhops to thcmfelves, (a~ 
moog whom fomt there were: no better thaD 

·othel' men,) and took no keep of the antient 
-canons of the t:burch,- by -whidl the limits, ~r­
dcrs, and· preemlnences of all diocelres arid pro­
Yioces were fct. Bot •ur times have feen a prof­
.:perous change: ;:For the· nomination of bifhops. 
{which was fometimes in the pt~plt) is now moO: 
happily devolved into· the prinds hand, togethet 
with the care of the prefervation of the bounds 
-of bilhops fees,- and antient titles of precedency. 
·So that now, ·nnce that happy change, for wen 
near Dllt hrmdrttl years, we ha!t had oo cxperi-

. eoce o( any fuch 111iforders; neiiher. are We 
·likely lurtafttr to fear any, fo long lJ.S fo gHJ, Jo 
-trUitllf'tltt, fo gracious a royal hand lhall hold the 
Aero : which God grant may be either-in b~ 
er his.r'lill times be 110 more. 
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A 

SERIOUS EN~UIRY 
INTO THE 

USE and IMPORTANCE 

OF 

_External Religion. 
OC'CASIONED •v 

Some Palfages io tbe Right Reverend the 
·Lord BISHOP of DURHAM's 

~harge to the Clergy Dj that Dioceft, 
At his Lordlhip's Primary . VHitatioo io the 

Year MDCCLI. 

Hum!Jly addreffod to bis Lordjh;p.~· 

I cannot batt hold troth more ancient than error; 
every thing to be firmeft upon it's own bottom'; and 
•11 novelties in the church to be beft confuted by 
fbewin~ how far they caufe it to deviate from the 
fitll orsginal. TwvtDJtN'a Hi). Fi•iicaJio11 lj'1h1 
CIJIV'tb vExoLAltD; 

Firft printed in the Year· 1752. · 
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Part of a Letter writien· to the.AMib~r, rela-
tive to l_he ft4hjtfl fJj theft paptrs. . 

I Have,_ as you recOQ;lmended to. me, co.u-. 
- 1idered Mr. lf'arbl4rton's • COIDQltDt. 

oo 1 'lim. iv: 8. and agree with him 
·t~at the ho,ily exlnift there fpoken ·f>f has're· 
fereoce to tbe_ritulli o~firwanw of the J"lls; but 
whether to tbofe alone, as that learned gentle-. 
maa'a ar-sument fe;cms to me to require, l :lfll ' 
~ot to clear~ · 

There are two confiructions of the words­
'1t(Ot ;~,,.~, either of which will io~d iltlp!J 
tblt .no other but J twijh eurcifcs arc tbtrc 
iateaded • 

. I, The WOrd Xemll .may be. uodertlood, . 
and then the fenfe will bt!, as in the marain of 
our tranllation, for Q liftlt timt, that is to fay, 
for ro long, and no longer than the Mofoic in­
ftitutc continued in force. Or, 

I . 

z. neo~ ·~·,·~ .m!ly r_neao ;, flml dtg~u. that . 
a; ro flr as'hdily lktrti]i has the ~romtre ot fbis . . . . . 
. • Divine ~egarion.- book v. fc&. 6. 'fage 470, of 
~ fecond edition. · , . · 

VOL. IV. o· 1fe. 
'. '. 



1.-4· 2"M-:llilaa'4f.~•'.:rcaa~T 
... 1 'Jrlltfe·:tilcd..._eti:..-.at' ,lf(..tl.-:'.1 ...... 
........ ~~.-, ..... ::flltDiiatto:tho!f ... 
. ~ .. · ... , ' . ~~ ; ·! ;j .. :·;;li! 

' : ~ · · · . . · · ' · · •· · · · · • · ·~ il iiU 

.. ,..8a~ . tbaa, if die ~1/~a~fs of !"it••l#l~ 
·~~ ~~ to 4ttctminc whk that JW:t .ot~Jw 
.~,,.hicJl-~njoi~ them, or.iOt was ro~ 
... the p.romifc _of this 6Ji. wat fa~ br. 
the ktttr promifes df the gofpel (as _it~Jt. 
the cafe, If the apol\Je is to 'be aoderftoOd u: 
abowe) I c:alllot fee tht rafoo wby " ·~ben: 
u .~ 111tth be fome [rittul ~IIUs] 1ttdel' 
·~ . the .go(pel .. wberewcr there is a C.br~ 

·" , ch~rth,'1 at Mr. IY..: bolda J aalcfs f•ch ~~ · 
-r.,_,..ees ~c_ejth4!C.4criw~ · .. .. : ... h · 

c 1.·, frofd fci~ pl~~ and .pOfiUYe i~ita'tio·.s Jj 
di~o~· apj!Ointmeot; Spc:e, ~ fuch thiop ...e~· 
~f".~-~~-~J: _a~y w~rtae natural~y bcJOng .. 
ifi:. to .. ~h~, ~. :ha~e ~/~~c¥~ ~. 
qiP,c; a}!th~f~~~!he ~d.f\iin .c.hu,r(h ~·~~~ 
~ r~nJor:~~~i.oa:~~~r 1n: .t~~ ~c; ~ 
~~~ <lt.uu:b, t~lliJVfo. ilo!,fr~n~ .'~- -~: 
~ll.U:VJ•In, ~ t.J1 . ill~. ceacic-
tioD. Or, . :. ' .. 

... ~} Jf .. ~t/r « ~.tes..~ •ihq ..... 
• ·t~; ia. the ~hrimlia thVc:h be' dui-.· 
'fiOtD' ~ ,-..1 "~ Ia the thiugs ~ 
.fcly._ (as J am iDdiDed &o wufcdblwl the 

itollt'• 



••40an&ODU'-f·,;ltdt& " 
............ ) U.:-mq~.be:Jd ·felbe 
~QGa\f« •--·tlljaaa;.asw\bt-·ritut~ 
lilaitetl by thl •Ji -1 ,difli•g: Baa:thaa·­
maft _. the WI, '~•r.tif• here meatioaed ill 
a·~er (nfc, aild' DOt' uad~· lt of.dlf: 
~ or•io~es extlafive of others j Uct 
_defh'er thin .wm fair · th~ blterpi-et*tiotl Mr~ .. 
~ glws tl the tanc:t ;art of ti'le' .err~, ~ a .. 
aor qaiite f'adsfiecl. .. · : · · .. : .-.:. ._,_, 

• 1 • • • • · • ·.' :• •• 

· I ape& you will fay that Mr. F. :by litad· 
cb~ iD tbe CbriLliaD Charcll, md be' 
·araaerfioOd of filCh u are appotated· ira 'thfi 
,;J;.Jt• lbe'dt•ioe wifdom ~oglbe Mft'judge· 
«what is either necelfiry or npedleDt fot the! 
~arch iD. ~ period; aod, I (appofe, wbm 

· ~~ ineer~· you will afk •• for tome aecO..i'of 
this_ gmwfll 1:tpt_tli"'" I talk oi~·~For Mr. 11".~ 
f ~reteod · oot to aufwer ; 1114 for mJfelf' Brad' 
ooiy.' o.fi'cr; ''!bat ,ombty there may ·-~ J.itii 
i!lftb~ntarily'ta · hiiaaa' Jitc. toward•. ~- . 
Ml0ti\_t.ilf 1 't~~ fuch l~ameata~ ·aay· h,et 
'il!ilica'bj' tlic:ii' df'ear ana opndoDt apoo'· 
piitlcoiaFpeH'oas, thoolb yoa ucl I may hne· 
DO expcritJKe of tbe like. ~ _) .-:: 

~·n~t~~~~ o~n,: · ~ o~i;o~, ~or · kh& ~4,. 
Jl:~~,~~)~!'';Y~ .' t'·o~fcil'~~ a~d ''~*t~~Y 
•Al:J~I t.~ 1 J11U(~\, 1 t~ightene'd • by ~ht epif't6·pa't! 
'l'f:J: ~uiL.· .• .;, ~ -- :0 ·~ : .. ·,, · :· ·charge·. 
r , i,oq;: 
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eb'arge ,011 meotioaed. ~ mo Come .time ago, 
asad which .\9ae put into my banda this morn• 
iol, ·with · a· very hrgh char3&r, by my 
Mighbour Mr. • • • •. Perhaps his lord· 
Allp's dollrine might· have the lifs weight with 
,,,: fer having fl m11cb in the adverfarift 
ble ••• ·~ 

.•. 

... 
. .. · .. ·'· 

•• 1 ~ 

.I 



. ' .. . · ... ·. ·' .• . 
. . 

MY L 0 R. D•, 

W. HEN I fir£\: perufed your lordlhip's 
chargt, I could not but think fomc 

paffages in 'it, particularly in the 13th and the 
three following pages, liable to many juft ob.· 
jeaions. 

My -conjcaure was, that the papills, eY-er. 
yatdlfnl-to coulltc:nanc~ their fuperfiilion, by, 
pointing out the remnantsof it yet unpurgc:d out: 
of our church, and to make their advan_tage of 
the conceffions of fome of our unwary divine!, 
would certainly lay their finger upon wh:tt your 
lordihip h...as advanced concerning the import­
ance of txterna/ rdigivn. 

Still this.was but my conje&ure, which alone· 
<would never have afforded me fufficient reafons 
for troubling your lonllhip or the public on any 

occafion: But having now the misfortune to find 
them verified by a firenuous recommendation· ~f 
this very charge from a zealous and bigotted pa­
pitl to a worthy protefiant gentleman (both i11 

wy own neighbourhood) your lordlhip and the 

• The lord bifho~ of Dn,.ha.,, to wbom this letter 
was addrc:ifcd, w;u J);, J .fipb Bu1l.u. 

D 3 rcafon-
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,s. t.rhe Piltar.a If Pal!sT~•Ar'l'. 
reafOMMe p.trtof me t'ubDe wnr~ I trofty ex~wfe 
Die ~:froppittg aiN,tber relpe~h bUt wlsa'r an~ 
due tb · my· rdi8ioe ind altegiance, till 1 have 
freely declared my fcotlmentt of the dangerous 
tendency of your Jordlbip's doltrine c:oataioed 
~-J the palf~ges above referred to. 

~-YOUF JOrcttip~ hivlag told your clergy, I• i :J· 
~ ·That. their chief bofiuefs is t~ enden~ur to 
•• beget a pr:&aical fe&fe of religion upoo the 
'' hearts of the ~ople, as whatthey acknowledge 
" their 'belief of, and profefs they ougbt to con• 
-'• form themfelves to, •• procuds to {afi _.. and 
" this is to be done by keeping up, as we are 
l& ablc1 the for Ill a.nd f•" of religion with de­
"' cency UJd revereoc;c, aDd infwh a tilgrtt"as 
'·• t.o bring the thowghts of religion oft'" to 
. " thtir minds; and then endeavouring to make 
u this form mtr.t a,tl mDrt fubfervieot to pro­
~ mote the rtality and power of it." 

Tho• your lordlhip's expreffion in this pafl'age 
~ npt -.ery clear, yet the fubffqoeat parts of :dlo.. 
difcoorfe leact ns to underfiand your: lcmUbip· 
here of the clergy'• tntlttn;lll'l in their publie 
mioHlrations: and thereupon to remark, th.tt the · 
(lergy of the church of J!,gftln4 have 1lO war 
of .keeping up the form and ftJu of reUgion artf 
1ft•,., or io aoy •tlur dtgrtt, thaa is diFefu:d. by 
th,e pefcribecl 0141cr of the charcb 1 nor aD rheJ, I,,.. 



atuJ, O~'rRo~s:v :.{bdut;· VJ 
1- apprc'-end, co-.tti~i f9.~.thisf9r&n.tnl,i:l or 
ltfs {ql*rwiot to P.f.omoat~h~. I'!IHit# ·al!ll p.tQ(I' 

•frtliti'"' bey.oni t.he ~mea.ratioB of tile, 
form kfelf: an" wt.aqbacm~y b~ we fhall ha~ 
occ:aio1Ho .confider by ...S: by •. 

There are indeed fome methods ofkeeping'u·p· 
lJae for• and· fo(1 of relisioD. in.. tffo.. witJa..fome 
elergymen.of:our church (tho',·l&~P.k, butfewJ 
which are not prefcribed·ia o1r efiablilhed rittJal'f 
fucla as, bowing to the· Ettjl, taroing the face 
10 thai· qaarter· in·repearing ·the i:reeds, dipping 
'he fittger in water, and· therewith crofi1ag &he­
dtUd'e· forehead in baptifm; and Come others of 
the like fort: But, that your lordfhip means to' 

~ocourage a!ly thing of this kind by· the itt"'''· 
iA. which you ~uld have this form aadfQU of 
rertglOD ~ade tnWI and ,.,, j~!J}iroi1111, &c. f: 
canaot be ~rfuaded. 

A )ate eminent and pious prelate, well1kified 
iD tbe ritual of the thurch of &gullld, bath told· 
us that "altho' our-church daimsa power {in. 
••· comiDOO wilh other national thurches) m Gr•J 

* it~in._-.llgt, Dnd •/J,Iijh ttrtmtmi'l!s or ritu, " .. ~ 
"tl.;,,. 111/y II, mll,'i auth~riiy, fo that all thmgr~ 
-..bt· i•• t1 lliifyinz [art. 34·] yet of tbfs 1d~· 
c~"Z the dee!· not allow or make aoy 6~p;. 
'\jJPtfort, o\' ·,,.aiJ to be the judge, bui: ba~ li~:<f·. 
",thea doWA.fP-CCI'taiD rMils~tJa,o.,.,.~t~{·~~ ~ 

Iii I D 4. "· the-.; 
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" ~h.c co~ meW· pra)!Cr, wbicb are a1fo ~ ... ;~ 
"fiQnc:d.by the Jaws of the laad-Wbof~~" 
&~ does. ltfi [than is prefc.ribed in thefe .ntbrin] 
"' is an ~tfmder.; whoever does 11lllr.lt is !U1 u,,... 
" 'IJat~r, and do~~ it without authority, and iJ 
" fitter to be punijhed than followed •," &a. 

·But, as I have little inclination, and lefs au• 
_ &hority, to put a co.nll:rucHon upon your lord­

lliip's words inconfifient with fo plain· a £late of 
the cafe, for no better reafon than becauJe I 
.uonot underfiand them myfelfio any ather, I 
am obliged 10 leave them under their prefeot 
1Hnbipity, and pafs on to fomething more ia· 
'etliJible. 

" Tbe form of religion, .. continues. your 
, lord (hip, u may indeed be where there is .little 

;, ~f the thing itfelf; but the tbillg itG:lf caa· 
" .not be preferved amoCJgfi mankind wilhoot 
u .the form." · 

' Whi~h may be very true if yo~r lo.rd$ip 
'means th.e Paga11, the Mah~mtta11, the Roma11 
· q~tholiC!r thing called religion : Take aY'ay .th~ 
form from the religion of any of tbefe, and you 
ejfcaually defiroy the tJ.iRg itfelf: But, (urely, 
yqur lo~dChip, on fecood thoughts, will not.~-

. lend this maxim to ~he Chriftian relision. 

• Bp. Fittlt•ml'l workt, fol. 1737· p. 7"· :.. 
The 
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The Chrifiian religion wa1 revealed. and difJ 
penfed, as 'we are taught, to ma!Ge inankfbd happy 
);oth here and hereafter ; W'e are farther tllugbt 
that the circumftances of' dsia rtUgion, without 
the fpirlt or power of it, will' have no efficacy to 
pr;ocure this happinefs: NOw one or more parti­
cular ebri!lians may'be fo :Gtuated that 'they ron"' 
mt have the lm:rftt of the form [the public J•rm, 
of which your lordlhip is now fpeaking.J .Ap­
ply your iordlhip's premitres to the cafe of fuch 
people, and the confequeoce wilr be, that they 
can have nD rr/igiDn amongft them. · ·. · 

How different arc the fcntimeots of the.grcat 
.and good archbHhop Till•tfon. His ovinioo Waf, 

that a mao may be a very religious and goo4 
chri.flian, " who guirt!J, and witheut any ~ift 
11 and ho/11• minds the fubj{antiol parts ofreligion, 
" and is truly devoted towards Gop, juft an.d 
61 peaceable, and charitable towards men ; ~ck 
., and bumble and patient, kind and friendly 
" even to thofc that difFer from him." -Yet 
fucb a one, he tells us,, " fball hardly -cfcape 
" beipg cenfur'd for a lukC!war.m,f,.mal, morul 
" mao defiitute of the grace of GoD and of the 
11 IDflltr of goclUncfs • :"-But why tntfimi' 

why 
• Sermons, Svo. e.lit. t7J3· par. ~4;, ''"!.X. 

J fct ~owa this joi as 1 find it primed, bot cannc.t 
imagiu·bowUe word ffor-'] got iato dae fe.nte~ ... 
1 claic fay cho archbHhop did not p11t i1 ther"• as/w-

D ~ ,..,,!.1 



~~ ~~-Pi~ f.[' p--.,~~S1~:r­
wW.~~ r.;.ntai .. ~~ h ~~~ 
'4~..re .... ,... •• odliae&~~:pr~ 
Cft...S-~._IIiod· wkbottt·tJie f•• ID«i, 
¥.:drcnadh"'!C!I.W ita." 

:· .Sui..~ aa. afrJid J$Mil'· lol.'dfhip will have' & 
greitcr authority Allltoeoc:Oaoter,C:Yeo ~ blef~ · 
fed Sanour hiulfelf, betweco whom aod a certain 
"M!!UD!I!If~i· there ftS ODC:.C me difcourf~ 
~a. this '9QrJ .goiot, tJiJO. The r~i~ 
!*'~ Qf .thO: f,.. aod 1*Wu of relig#oa : oai · 
~qrd'4·words are rclll!P'.kable. J~•u s faith IIIIU · 
i,r, lft~lll!l"' lulilfJ, ,,, tbt h.w '"'uth, wb, ,.. 

. )baJI'Jii~btr in tllis mouataio, nw J11 111 J~rufalem, 
worjliip t/JI F.pthir. r; w~rjbip '' luw _nflt wb_at 
[i'. e. accordlng to your own ibventious ]; wdn.w . 
aJh111 wNiJifjht); for fo/{JrJti• is If tlu Jews. Bw, 
'Ill hour cometh, ,;uJ now ia; wlfnr tht troe. w.r­
/Jipptrl'f/iallwarfo'it: tiJi Fmhlr-[aot at 1ir•foum, 
or in diis ar dratmournain, but) itt SPIRIT ar~d 
in T1l. t1 TH ;for tiJI Ft~t!Hr feek~tb fucb td worfhil 
!Jim. GoD is • SPJlllT, tnuJ tiH, lhtlt W~rfbit 
~iM; mull wornrtp' in . SPIJUT. and in T& U.TH •. 

.Jo'h~ ~· 21, ac. · · 
€ao yo,.r .JordfAip pick youl'ptopo1kiea;. tJi~. 

"That the thing itfelf [KEi.J<lJQN] cannot be . 
. . ···. 

,...·;~ llelongs to. the dlua6lcr oppofite to that~ is . 
11crc· dc:{c:ribaag; ancl iodeed ia itfclfoppoJite:tO-thc 
11ther .,...or ~roach daer.e mcatioatd. . . · ' · 

. • " p,-tfer'Rd · 



IIIIi OR. THODOXY\jli4/tin~ I!~ 
•• ~.iltned aibODg mankind ·without the, .. .::· 
Ollt~f theft."'ffHst(W'o&i~tfl!))'OtWt wordi 
jb tbo·awutlaaadt,. Do·~.ad .. mbcr moa L 

eYidently an4 expreJly,decliirt that friu. rllifi• 
Oaall be prefcrvc~ .. and true wqr.foiptrs fought in4 · 
~cepted by GoD. without~ anj rc~a to form~ . 
atiJl.?'' . · ' ' · . . ·• .: 
•• ~ 1 •• '. • • • • • ! : f. .: !4., 

·· ~oot ·lordf!tip probably may faiSefttfwhat · 
Jlls''Often been faid ancl repeated uj,;oa•ccca'Bdn 
ofhlllidliag this fubje8) tbtt .. it i• the utaon 
"extravagance and entbafia(m to fuppo{e · that · 
11 oar Saviour. intended to.extlade4JH f~msfrom .. 
... religion,. reeiag that. ht. himftlf ioffituted ttl# 

"-ft~rms at Jeaft.~·-To.which I -anfwcr.:. · : . 

_.. That the formtinftitnted by ovr· ~viour9 · 

' · I«' .•111 thing,. and the fott and fmn of rcligiOQs . 
f~eo of by y9ur lordllalp, · CIDitc ,.,tbtr; if it · 
ia not (o, JGUr lordfhlp lbould hue told us. If 
xour lordlhlp only means,.'' that thc -IW•JI~tlll ' 
'.,' thing caUed ·religion; canoot bo prd'erve~ 1 

'f .montt ~ankiad · wir~out the l'f14flgtl;t.t 
u forms,"'· forely it: wu .very· necdlcfa co ,refer. 
to the H1111hms, the 7'11rls, ancl ·thc.Pt~Pi.ftl ill , 
cbir behalf. · I -aafwcr ' : ! . 

'"',l • ; • ' . 
2. J rtccin and comply whb the. forms ioAi· 

tql,l!d 'by Cbri.ft, '\'rith the..uroioft rcterencc ;· and , 
f'll-..~h~ re~, l all\ of opi~loo witlphe ~xcel~ent '· 
· ·•·: . , D:.6 prelate.c 



l.ct: . t.rz:t :tSillar! ·of ·Pari!T-e•~n' 
preflite iafreitdjl c:!ted~ ttiz. "·We-·mufl·~&M:t)t 
n. rult!. nor d'o' any (bing lhni it natumllylade:.. 
" cen·t in the worlhip ·of Gos.; this arhhot'hJ 
u Jhould rtjlroin; but farther thtm this, I doabt 
•• not but the tifPd hath left us fiu•." But 
what is it r<Y be kft free in this refpcCl,'· but jut\: 
to pay lefs or more regard to human form;, at 
we are inclined, without laying any firefs upon 
them, or giving them any impgrtana, in the af­
fair of religion ? But to anfwer more punCtu­
ally: 

I very much quefiion whether your }ord­
lhip's poGtion will be found true; even tho• the 
forirv> inllltuted by QUr Lord himfelf fhould be 
.taken into the account •. Wehave amongu~, as. 
your lordfr.ip knows, a feet of nGminal 'hrifiians 
~ailed ~uaktrs, who make ufe of ndtber of the 
two forms above· mentioned. Will your lord· 
(hip fny that thefe men " have no religion pre­
•• f~:rved amongfi th"m r·" It is more than I dare 
n.ffirm, becaufe they tell me very ferioully thi\t 
'' lhey have a JPirilual baptifm2 and a /pi ritual 
" comumnion, by which thc:y are firmly Pc:\!-fuadr 
'' ed they fulfil the coll}maod of Chrifi as effec .. 
" tually as we do, who praCiire the formal rite1 
" according to the vet bal in!litutioo." Io which, 
th.o' I t~ink they are mifiaken, and that I could 

• Ibid •. voJ, Vlli. pag. 371 r; 



: .. : IIINI; O*nao<>K11 /lt~brl: 85 
dlf';t.eve: then yet I d-are IJOf. c:oia ... ~ as 
1 cutainly~fhoald do .bY faying that they have 
Bo religion preferted ~moogft the~~!. To thoit" 
own mafter they: mull: ftand or fall for"''· In the 
mean time I obfer9C among the members of this 

. facicty much ferionfnefs of deportment, benc-
.:volence of heart, and a fo~(iety and circum­
fpcl\ion in their manners and converfation, not 
ooly extremely edifying in itfelf:o but extremely 
full of tacit ·reproach to 'certain chrillians with 
m1re religious forms. All this they afcribe to the 
inftoence and operation of the good fpirit of 
God, agreeably to the Scripture-accounts: And 
if among this people (who have too their religi­
ons worfhip in public afi'emblies) there is n. 
religio• pre/trved, we muft, I verily think, abid~ 
no longer by the gofpel-rule, but- judge both 
men and things hereafter not by their fruits, bat 
by their forms. 

Yourlordlhip, having Rated this ncccfi'aryand 
elrential connexion between the firm of religion 
and the thing itfelf, goes on to fay: " And this 
" form fre'lumtly occurring, in fome iollance or 

:" othtr of fc, will be a frequent admonition to bad 
" men to repent ; and to good men to grow bet­

" ter i and alfo be a means of their doing fo.'' 
pag. •+• . . 

Hardly, 



8':f' IIP.,PIIfan.-·~ ~IDToAA,..._ 
Hard~, ., lord, if c"c -~ ~rdlbi.op • ..­

drf#}~d _the uCC,_wbo ~.-~ccof~l Jcft .us ff~ _ 
[Jl• above] " _. the eod ~~~ Jbe ltji we are tied 
" to lxternll1 oh,#rt~atuts, *e lftlrt illf.lnt we 1houlcl 
"'be upon the.h,irit•t~l ap.4.[u"JJalltittl ~rts of 
u rdigloa. tho. conformi"!lg' ourfclves to the 
'' ·miod aad.wUl of' Goo, elldea"ouring to be: like·­
'' uauo GoD, a ~ad to hate our foll/s an4 IJ;riil . 
''engaged in_.thofe duJ,ies we p~rform to him· :•• • 
Which certainly was no good policy in the go(., _ 
~1, if the form aodf•u of rel_ig~on has a teoden- -
q to .beget a: ,ratli&al firrji o£ it uppn mens . 
h,earts : aq.d a greater .tendency ia prop9rtion to 
tbe fregumt occ:urreoce. of this fact or form iii 
fimt illflance. or. othel' in it; i .. e. if. iii_ every-.· 
fych occur.reoce it. is all _admonition to !Jad men':, 
tQ repent, Bee:. Bad. .men are Jo greatly iodi{po& _. 
e4. to PJlt. th~mfelve$ in ~he_ way_. of Cuch.admo~i:- . 
ti~ns, or to apply them, whenever or. howevec 
they occur, that it feems .quite oecetrary thty. 
JQ.()uld be titd .. to ,the1,1l, wheqever t~eir. onra- -
tiqns are fo pr.omi,(ing~- .· . , . _ . 

Aq4 th4'&'e{ore, jf, as. arc;hbUbop '111/«jin bAth· , 
fiated the cafe, menar.e ltflfr" as to tbe-fllti 
a~d fo_Nn of rcligi~n, _the p~cfu&Up~ioo. fccms to., 
b~, lhat the fau and. form of religion is ·eithe~ 
w,bolly void _of, or at lean mach lefs· conael!t:t'Cl . 
with· the !firiraod p1W1r. ofir; tbaa. your lord~: -
fbip't doarille would make jt • 

• , lbid • . 
Nor_., 



d.$BaiUlfJII)qn"~ '. ~ 

-~~--in;~~~~~~~t1e'·~ ·r~u,~a;~.~-!~i~a-. 
tiQil; 1baHhf~~~~fli!>P; h·llh;at}J! .~e,te:t-
rcnred.. the gof}iel in tbis- Diatter~. I O ' • I • 

. ~!. • . " .;. ~. . ~ 

._From-wr' :bol'd .. ~t learn- ·Jtow ap& tlie r~ligr: 
MIS fir•s, 4ut,;,J,-and trUdi11u, of Qlflll$re to 
·'lUte the cnnm-..immts !I Gol)l of •• "tjfi41'. 
Mt~ttb. sv.-I-21• Marl 'Vth '1, &_c. Prom Sr-. 
P.•l;. that obfcrvaaccs of· this kkid had,· iallea4. . 
oEftrwpdi.,, greatly sbjlrulltd his miailhy a­
aong the 04/atitms, chap. iv. 9~· IC>i 11. and ia 
Iris epiftlc to the Crmffillll,,_ chap. ·ii.._ 2o, 2 i, 22. 

'l'hc fame apeftle fpeaks of. mlir~~H~m after tilt 
a~s au ds!lrinll"tj' mm, as means and 
expcdiants. of men. Jivmg in thl.fiJir/d: that ia, 
tmng a mere carnal and fecolar life •. • -· 

• -I am not forgetful that our divines, in th~ir con­
tJOvmy •ith•-thc ditl'cotert abooc. ce'rlmooie•• haw 1 

all!:dged. that the formaancl ceremonies abQ)ilhs:d .Qt 

condemned ,liy Cbrijl and h~s, apDjlltJ, were either, 
•• Such as were f'llii••talor -tkmeniary, and'peculiar 
to . the }4.(4ic-fyftem : or z • . Such as were in tbem­
fdvea idQiatro• or at lead . .fuperftitiQUs: But if it is 
confidered w"-t a nrieqQf for_ms are fpecified in_th_e 
fneral paS"agea c:ommQnly referred to; as 'II a ill , tpe­
lit;..r, /Mat,..,,,]_, ganu•ts. rw•)li•g -f tttpi.. 
Ulf/itr#IIU ~iflt,.•hfir<~~.Utll -/ ,a,s, tdljlilllllct fr•• 
-.rs,. &c, it may not perhaps be fo eafy to avail ow;­
felvea oi thia diftinaion u is commoolr imagined': 
P~ mr own pan, I have always conlide,red the. re­
proof 1n the gOl'pel as ur.ending to mere human doc­
trim:~ nd commaadmC11b refpcaiog relilion in ~ 

.IICJ'Il: if lam wrong (which 1s very po~le) 1 wiJl 
be ~kf11l10 hiq~ who will fet ~UtC right. -

To~, 



· ; "'''o tbis ·agreenM e:tperienee of "tif•a~lfl.t• 
·m·all aguud ctmntries, both before an~~ 
the promulgation of CbrilHaoiry, who hav~ ob.­
i:ncd that tho tu~llfiHr,_ tJ.rin, ~d frtfll!f1! -~­
.currcaco.of forms io rdiaion_ha~e b~c~ c:oaJi4er.· 
cd by tiN t'""•lifl • ,,,ltUII11ti1111 QC ,.,.,p. 
ti•n1 for their vices -nd ioiq'!litics; as fomctb~~8 
jl4_bjiihltttlln lieu of repeataote, and difpeofiog, 
i(om tim~ to time, with lho thi"l itfl!f: A'Cid 
-accordingly, ever uQCe the gofpel hath confirm­
_td this obfcrvation by its fuperior nidenca, 
·Wife, and good, and reafoublc meo have com·:. 
plaioed of the "an'~'' · and /TifiUI'tt! of forms io 
rcliJion, as loads and incumbrances upon. true 
ChrilHan edificatiop; and not feldom intimate4 

.that they were too often fnares and traps to the 
fecul.u and fccure fiooer, u well as fometimcs 
to better men; teaching them to depend upon 
a virtue, and expea an influ.ence from forms, 
wbic.h ( u they have it not) they cannot impart. 
How things may be olltrtd fo, as to make this 
aftafinoble. doClrine ooly at certain tirt~es, as · 
your lord £hlp hath thought .(it to fuggeft, pog. 
16. we fhall have occafion to conGder when that 

• paiT.1ge comes to be examined in its courfe. 

Your lordlhip's next obfcrvation is, that 
" That, which men· have accounted religion iil 

-~, the Ceveral countries in the wo;ld, generally 

S -~~ Cpeak• 



dnd .. o'~~~-~oox·v j/J~lu~; · S~ 
"~Mdn~ ·bas b:.\xi.u-ar~~tl lad rnjli~Msrpil'rt 
Uo!Jh• aU: publit opPtiranw, aod: the ftia afit beoa 
u-keflt up with great revorence throoghoot ail 
'' ranks from the highefi tO fhe }oweft; DOt only 
" upon occafronal folemnities, bat alf~ iD.· thr 
:• ~aify courfe of behaviour." 

' 1n. giving inllances of this, it is remarkabl~ 
\hat your ~ordlhip ·bas only mentioned the an­
citnt·Paga,, the Mah~mttan, and the Roman-{tl­
tholuA relfgioos, wholly omitting the Jeu:ifh"t 
which undoubtedly had as grtal and as mtfpituoui 
a par.r, as well in all public apptaranm as in· all 
ordinary tranfalllons, as any of them, Now• 
~~d your.lordlbip fpecificd, or In the genflefi , 
tenns referr~d, to the gr1at and c~njpituous parts 
of the Mo.foit inO:itute, it mull: have. immediate .. 
iy oe_cured to the hearer or the reader, that thtji 
great and confpiiuous parts were a&ally tod 
eaprefiy aboli~d by Cbrijl, and his difciples 
~ojoined from thenceforward to lay the great 
~refs .~f religion upon worlhippingGoD infpiril. 
i_~d iq truth. 

· It is true~ yaur lordlhip, at a convenient di:­
fiaocc~ has made mcnt~oa of the j,ws, bat io 
~~t ~nner, and with what propriety, lhall be: 

~o~~dcre~ by .~~d ~Y· . · . . . 

:· fti: ·tht mean-· time,· my lord, permit me to 
~ wh'at fello,vlbip bath Chrlfi with B,/ial, the 

'T11rl, 
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~Nr.f, or the PI/" f Hardly. fit muda as •he.ftad 
with Mlfis. What help then can your lord"­
fbi_p's argnment recei-re fr_om thefe ibtlance!':t 
tmlefs your lord !hip could prove that the forms 
In thefe thice fyftems had and have a great~r 
tendency to beget pra8-icrrl religion iil the hearr,. 
or ~re mor.c effettnal admonitions to bad men 
to repeat. or to good men to grow better, than 
the forms i_o ether rit11;1ls ? How. the· cafe fiands 
io that refgea, let us now inquire. · · 

"In the heathen world th~ir faperfihion W:lf 

''-the chief fubjefl offiatuary, fculpturc, paiQt­
u ing and poetry. It mix'd.ilfclfwith.bulinefs; 
" civil forms, domefiic entertainment-s, a'nd 
" e~ry part of. cotnmon life.!'· 

t;oc)d my lord, what is all this to ut ChriAi· 
ans ?. Will .any mao fay to us, Go yc and do like· 
wife l Shottld• a tJtt~jqtm'tldl ia· tbe HIIJ""'''lr.ltd 
R advcrtifed in honour t>f the natiflitJ, or a ball 
at Ron1'ogh to commemorate the •fte•fl#tl, what 
would be thought of your lordlhip's bench Jf 
tl'iey dtd nor to a man rcmonOrate loudlyagainft· 
it?' A truellcr would hardty now a days b~ 
d.ecmed ~id ·of fupcrfiitioo, . evco by the mo­
derate papills, who rbould pack u.p among hit 
oecdl"aries-a· erwifot or a m•tlena of cxqoifite 
~l,er.u.rc. w.it~ a. cl~fian to pay b.is devotio~s .~ 

• i~. 



. illtJ· 0R:TAODOXY jhaktn;. 9'f 
~6mfbch lioleaaaltios u: might- f.1ll out- duiitti 
bUjolli!Dq'. ?- . 

· Ah; therefore, that, 1 conceive, your lordlbip 
can build upon this faa, is, that " though the 
oc xltes themfelves were fuperfiitious, yet might 
" they fill have a good dFea in bringing tb~ 
" thoughts of religion ro mens minds, and iD 
• being fubfervient to promote the rtalitJ aod 
"pftVIr of it." To which I would bumblJ 
aafwer: 

J. That the mzlity and p~wtr :or heathenifm 
~as little wor.th promoting by lmJ means : and 
what the philofophy of thofe times arid couotries 
contributed towards the bettering of the humall­
heart, was founded upon principles (as I doubt 
not bot your lordibip wery well knows) wbic~ 

•; MPrtnt ;nihi habto, guc'i'" tllm. Jimrtlachrflm ali.; 
tflin.Bwi _btl,,. /il~/4, tMtiitlllfl gtflqn; ii9111 tliehu 
Etj~ ,f/mre tJ Mer~ E::f ~~oliq11QIU/a YiBilllis foJ, 'it art; 
lays Ap11/tiu, [A polo~; pag. zg6. Lugd. Bat. 16z3] 
at a t~me w_hen pagamrm !!ad received its finifbing 
toacbes from the refiniBg Pla~ifts. 'l'he·learned 
Mr. W•rl!l£UII bas f41gg_etled, on very cQmpeteot evi· 
deote, that Apu ciMs'a adverfary was a Chriftian ; thia 
evidence is founded on the remarkable con trait be-. 
tween the two men io point of ~t'IJtnntl for rt/it!IIU 
fv•s; the ufe aad valpe of which a whole colleg~ 
~( J,foits could J)Ot fet forlh with more elegance, 
pcrunince, or colour of reafon, than i• done in this 
ap6lo.cr• · 

- . ...., 
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derive llttl. honour to the popular ·religion and 
!oras of worlbip. . . · 

t. That I am very credibly iaforaed by ~ 
tc:Ctimony of St. Pa141 and St. Pettr, that tho 
heathen fupcr!lition had no fuc:h good e&a. 
The former of tbefe apofiles, writing to abc 
$p6ejians> fays that tbt unC~nv~rttd Gentiles,f.UIIi~ 
'd in the J~anil1 of tho~,ir millis. btwi11g tht ,,.,.. 
jiandin1 Jlarlll'll!d, btinz. -Jimatttl from, tht l.IFa 
OF Gon, thro11lh tht ignoranu that WIIS i~_thf., 
huaufi if tht 11/indrttji o/ thtir htart: and t.hat 
~,;,g pqft fitling, tb9 gaw thtlllplviS ...,- 111'1111 

/gfiivu,jufs, to wock all uruiHMtjs with grttiitt 
aefs~ Chap. ir. 17• Ii, 19• ~ 

· And _left it filould be thought that thifi .Gn. 
tilts might be no regular obferven of forms, ~h 
tame apotlle fpeaking of other Gmtilts who were 
((lrritd tlU,'IIJ •nte dum/J idols, tVtll as ~h,_ tu~rt 
hd {that is to fay, who were under all the in-. 
Su·eoce of idolatry, and confequently parties in · 
all ~e form& and fuperfiitions of it) fays of 
them, th.tt they were fo•·nicators., adulterers, if~ 
Jtminott, ailuftrs of thtmftlotl with. maNiind, 
thitWs, cwttous, d1 un~ards, rrvilers, txfortiomrs._ 
t Cor. xii. 2 • . and chap. vi. 9• 10, 1 I. 

• • '!' 

. 7b4 time pnj1 of our liji, fays St. Peter,·-~ 
/Mff.tt us It havt 1uqught tht will of tl:t G.!:;'}_tile.~~ 
• . ~. wbm 

l 
I 
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..,; •· are ..,,ut.l ;;, J.ftkliwfotft• litJi, · r:terft I{ 
~~~~~ rtWIIings, banp1tl11gs, 111W ttiDJttiirtHit: IttGl 
LA TIUEI : Wbtrtm t'hly thbtle it jlt"tttlgt thllt 1oM 
,.. •fDillll:#wt'tt.fM/tmN tittjhfrilt. ·x Pet~ 
Chap. lv. 3, 4• · ' • 

This teftimony of the. aponte Pt_ttr is the 
mare eonfiderable,. as it proves that· thefe .Gen. 
tBes were not only under no reftraints in. there 
trimtoal exce'IRs from the forms of their owd 
Jeliglon, but CVell'\Vb~dered there fhobJd' be atty 
llltlr religion, which prohibited lhe fame (orr oE 
Qcentioufnefs: and. this was indc:e~ a reRoaion 

' that would naturaiJyoccur to thofe, who laid,fq 
much fire(, oo the form and fa~t of what they 
accounted religion, aa to mix it with· 6'1fintfs, ·t; __ 
t~il J~~rms, divtrfions, &c. So much of the fatl, 
and form could have no other eff'ee\ but t,o ex-. 
tioguifh the Jpirit and. p~wer of religion~ 'eveQ, 
where the prindjlles of it were much better~_' •• 

• There n liP reafoll for trmil~ia& this p~p ., 
"" 'fAMibJ ; the parcici ple fiiiTGf•IIP.'"'f no morF.._ 
azree• with ,jfA, than· with 19."'': and Ptitr himitTr 
IIC'fer tim walked: and tho' the apofUe tlllitht~ 
dekcnd co rank himfelf with tlaofe who had io ~· 
degree wrought ih1 rwi/1 ifthl Gentiles heretofore.. 
ytt WIJ&Jld lie hardty charge himfetr with thef'e rpeci- . 
6em crimea.· It would tberefere, per.aps, be bettet' 
to render it. iodefinltely, 'IIJb• bll'flf w•IJH: .ja dl• 
lJfljil editio.n of the Greek Teftilment, f 543• inlleacf.. 
·of .,.,.,oerllf"~>H;, it is 'lll'o~w•/-'PII>i and CurullteMs, (per­
hpa on better -aoth<mtr} hath ~ut this ani'O'rig his 
YfDQIU r~gt. If this. la~ter ~~ the tl~ .-eadiag, 
tbe' rw11l~i,llg .ia limited to the Gt•tilts only • 
•. · : Let 

..o l 
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-,Jrcct,• .... AorwJacdMtr ,what< the-~ 
f1111f IWZtiOUl ._oa dUM. UJ ;mare foc.tJaem; 
" T~." ·}0111' ler~tbi~ obfencs. 'f ale· obfistd. 
cc .• fhc¥t 4eyQtions JWe ti-. bldra&i'IJIOI!aiDg 
cc and CYCDins•" · · 

'T:~ lhi11_ ~bf~~vat~n I wili take the in;~~ to 
fubjoia a larger'P?rtrait of f:his peqpl~ ;aod ~~­
t~, 4ra~_6 by t_he_ p.1od of a moft el~t.. 
qmdid and fenfible.l"riter~ a~d ~ fk~~~~¥1 of. 
the <;b~;~rcbof E11gland. . .. _, • •• 
"·I,; ' ' . •' • 

•• Tlt~r ftb-e 1Woh1mttiin J t.eligion i.S lraineci,' 
.,.to keept)p' gr~at outward gravity and folt!in~ 

";ai\y, without ~get~~ng _tlie leaft rio~felbf 
••. Wifdom or virtna 'h1 tbe. mind. . y~--malt' 

. "' ,.ve t'hem an heir boud of prayer {•hicir ate' 
"fltir a clay alWays) add telling theai(elvrt·' tcf 

_ ... ,their de"fotioon\'lth the moft folemn' a del 'ti; .!' 
~ :dtal -wathings; 'always :in the"dtbl ::tfiia1iC' 
... plaCes~ wflere moil people are 'pa.ataiJj !i~b." ' 
.., moft towly ·a a~ moil regulaf proftr~tiO~~-~~cl! , 
•-a·Wf()w. tOile; ,;bicll' are ·timoo&ft :tti€Di·'¥lie! 
• pat excelleodtt of prayer~ ··1·Jllffe ~ttr' 
.. thc;mt iJl ~o a_tre~ed c~.uiry, ~ivc. ~OJ!C..l.fO 

· ·~-'bit'd-tat~be~s (wh? m~ke a t~ad~ of':_~tl;tQ}~ 
II ftor~ tbe poc?f C_a ptiVC$ . tO tbelr, D~tUrat J.~.t' 
-'( tY '; -an~t'at the ~a .tie ti~e h1old their own ':ri~~~3 
"ii the··htuiet\' bot\da~ ·';,t\a.·M-e~be~;titna 
.c iliey·•m buy'fteth toielitvc'f~&t d'b.&fan·~-. 

" cats: 

1 
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C~\,i.aD4!1Jct.c:tlffe~·fib,....... af·pft• 
"dHd.-..aH.all tbe..a llidelall t&leli:Mi~ 
lb•:wbiclt vtay.theW ctaOcm •dons bave-CG"­
~IIUd,- the. -a eJr48ilat rhetoric oftaay ·peo.;. 
•• pic ·opoa earth. They kno• bulllJ aoy 
• plafarc bat that of the fix.th ftUfe. And ,u 
ca. Wilh all this, they are inc~dibly conceited of. 
'' tbeir·owa rcJigioo, and contem1moos oE thiat · 
"'of others: whith I takc·to be the great ani~: 
" lice of the devil to keep thaD his own. Tiley l 
"arc a perfea Yiftble commeDt upon our bJct.. 
" fed Lorcrs defCriptioa o( the 1~wifo pharife'rs,. 
" Jo a word, l•ft, arroganee, cwetoolilet;, aad 
" :Jbc 1110ft esqoifite hypocrify c:.o..-plete tb4ir· 
~ .~er. The only thia& that ever, I could~ 
'! O;~e to commend iD tb,ID, is the OUtw.rd· 
~ deccac;:p of their carriagc1 the pr~ "-· 
~ ;fpcft tbeJ pay to religion :md to CftiJ rt.biag•· 
~ ~laaiDI to it, aad their great tclbpcraoc~ .qd 
• :ftNADtJ • .. " For which two .,.~ fi(F.t"''' 
4c,,J-~iaa .1Day perhaps bC tlaoagh' ~.h~tfO• 
~~~J ~ted without hniDg. J:q~Jfa· 
lf4llc illl•c:ec:e of their ·religious f•••· . : '· · • 
· H.ft~ ., ·lord, .. e: raeo haft nay th~: 
~~ to 'thc ~""·or,,.,; here, ts ~c: 
PfW and' COicouaiiJ of appeanau, coa.tlaq 

t')f L! \, ' '! • ' : ' . • .0 "' ' 

~f:~ ,......., ............ ~af Ek-
;~/a;,CI!' ~ ~.~ ~ ~ ~.f~d/IJ~CO • . 
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QiiltllCe, ~ • mhuortt bf•.-elltiGD ia -.JI, if 
dOt •II part. oP eommon Hfe ·; aod what ls the 
c:oofaanace ~. NOt khe leaAU168~ at .tfdcltn 
or Yirtuc ·&:>egot itt tht lbiad ; • dCa.H cbani­
'f, itdetd, .for bit-de acut· beafts, 'bdt the ft·· 

tila8ed cruelty to the humaa kind ; a detent 
Nfpisa tior · t~ owa rdigion, bot • peudlnt 
CCilteiBpt·for I'OtT1 .-.Jiglon hltt their·owa; and 
horrid uec:rationt d•nouncotl npoo thofc who 
profc{s any other. The hearts of~ DKD, fo 
lowly, fo folemth fo puqdual ad focritical in 
their devotions~ are fiill the receptacles of ,loft. 
arrogance, avarice, and the ~oft exquifite ~1 .. 
p,ocrify.· · 

From the 7'urls then your lord.lhip•s argu-· 
ment can receive.no aid ; perlups we may f~­
cecd better among the l<o,na~ Cath:~licks.-'.' In. 
''Roman Catholic~ countries, people cannot pafs 
6 ' ~ day without having R..EI.IGJON recalled to 
"' thetr thoughts by fome or oth·:r memorial of' 
.C"it j by {ome Ceremony Or public RELIGIOUS. 
" POllM occurring in their way : betides their· 
" frequent holidays,. .ae thort prayers ·they Jlte 
.. , daily called· to, .and the occafiORal.dcvotiou . 
t~ enjoined by CQQ~on.'' 

- This; myJonf, il'the p&Mge, which (taken 
aloog·wilh your l«dayp's pofirioos above laid 

· down) 
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,f~Qwn) 1DaJ wdl ai•e.oa:a6oo ef trinlpb·to the 
~i.(b. aad of grief aod refentlballt to ali-good 
.chrilliaas md tnJC proteftants :. Foe iftruc re­
·ligiQD GaOilGt be prefcncd ameog 1llCD witheuc_ 
forllll '-alldaf liN frtpPtt tl(cttnwftl #/' ,,.;,, ;, 
1-.iii}IMill ,. .rlm,·-tlj/'.rd fo lfltnrj trilM,Utifllrf 

· u.W· ,, '' .,.,_, -t~nd t• gwl., "~• l'""-INi­
. fir• the aafeqaeaee muft be, that cbe R•ifo 
~rengiooall~,.., of thefe iollanc:es aDd,..,_ 

fr'f'""' occurrences. of forms, is better tliaa 
.other religions, which have ft1Ptr of. thefe in-
fiances and oc.c.urrences. · 

. Nor is any thing faved by the interven~ion of 
the Pagans and 'Turls, as if your tordfbip ill­
tended we ihould make no otber·ofe of the Rs· 
nr•n Cotbliicl1 than of the other two; what your 
lordGtip it:~d otlled f~Yjlitl111 io "the former, 

\becomes in thi• period, RELIOION, lftd RUI• 

Gaous soavs,-which the papifts preta~c!iog;lill 
their fyftem, to coonc:Cl: with Chri~nity, and 
your lordlhip giving no hint that lhis is no more 
than a pretence, a plain reader muft needs tab 
this as fpoken by your lordfhip of the ·IIUftl aacl 
"""''rials of TRUI ll1LIGION1 and will &CCOM• 

ia_gly confider thefe u recommended to hia 
· praaicc and imitation. 

~ it ia llkcly yoar lordllip may reman· 
'Ante, and fay, that JOV have eaprdly·4ilto· 

V 0 L. IV. I &uiibcd 



~8 CJ'k Pitlars of PRI!STClUfT 

.&&Jifbed th' foperjliti~ of the Rtman Cotbolul, 
froJll their rrligion in the very next words. The 
words aJ"e.th~fc:. ''_By THESE MEANS;, (i. e. 
by tbcfe JDe.moriala, cereDJonies, public religious 
forms, frequent holidays, fhort prayers and de­
wotioos enjoined by coofetfors) "their 'fuper­
,_, fiit.ioo. Jinks dee_p- into ~ miod• of the 

. " people, apd [by thek mc.aJ~J] tbeir reUgio.a 

.• , alfo iGto the minds of fucb among them IJI 

.~~' arc (eriou~ and w~u difpofed . .'' 

' But if your lordlhip bo1ds with,tbe chur~b 
cf England, (aS'Imufl needs believe you do) that 
t~e nunuri11is, ClrtmDnies, &c. of popery are J11-

. i.er:Jlltious and fond things, the means and tl,~ · 
fuper:Jlition, in that cafe, arc one and the f"aul~ 

· .thing, and to be confi!lcred in this fcntencc no 
otherwife .ti,an ~s a common and convenient 

· ,~tbi&l• of ~eligion, necelfary to ji11k. it tktp t'nlo 
; ;he minds of the feri~us und we/1-difpofid. 

. And d.oes your lordlhip think; if fi,perjlititm be 
:· once allowed to do this good fervice for trpc 
. rellgion, that it would not quickly lofe th~Jt in· 
·~ vidious name,' and be called (as iod~d it would 

·"ell deferve) by the mpre refpe8able appelJatiQn 
~f nece.f!ary and tmporta'lt externtlls f And tb~n 
who would not lament the fate and the folly ·o£ 
unhappy England fol" throwing fo many of thefc 
ralaa~l~ f{l~m,rials to ~he mules and to the Ptzl/1 ' 

Wbo .. 



\lVlo would not deplore her blindneft in being 
guided by a rule of faith and edification which 
gives her audaQf'ity to treat thife anemorials, aad 
every tl!ing like UDto -them, ill the very manDCr 
.ih.e has done l -

1 am not~ my "lord, of the number of tliofc 
who deny to any people their joft commenda­
tions in the regular prac9:ice and reverend pro-. 
feffien of their religion, 'bcceufe it difFers from 
miw. Bot, to f~:rk my heart•s thoughts, I 
cannot afford to bcfimv any more or any other 
praife on the papflls, than juft what thdnge1li­
QUS Mr. Maz.nare!l above-cited hath ~ivoo to, 
the Y' uris, 'fJiz.. That, -gencraJJ.y fpeaking, a pr4-
fou•d rljpeil is p.id JJ, th~m to tilnr DWn fort if 
rJigim, and to t'lllrJ tilirag 11t/ating IIJ it. But if 
there is any tinaure of true wijdfJJn, tJirt11e, or 
liet,.io the individuals of that commonioD {as I 
truft there may be a great deal) I will be free ·to 
fa.y,.they deriye it.not either froDJ the Ktnius, or 
t~ m.tJdu of PoPE& v, which I hold with the 
great and good ar.chbHhop TiO•tfDil ta be," in 
•' the whole compux of it, a corruption of the· 
" whole ddign Gf Chriillanity •." Whoever 
among them atls according to the gofpcl.of 

. Olrifi, defe.rts, jo that infiaoce at )eafl, the ge­
nuine principles of the church of Rome, wh~c~~ 

.. 
• BiOlop B•rntt's fermon at his funeral, p. 9. · : · 

E ~ · being 
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. beiog adhered ta and foflowed as far as ·alC 
would carl\}' her .votaries, wUlleave no man obe 
moral or cbritliaa prind.ple to aa upon; aH 
faith and dttty, as it·mo!t notorious, being re­
folved, in that church, under the pretence -of 
infallibility., into an implicit. belief of, and blini 
obedience to the d1llrinis and· tom_mantlmtnts •J 
men. 

As to particular papi.tls, whatever their pri­
vate feotiments or perfon11l dlipoftdoos may be, 
it is· well known, they mull: no longer continue 
to condua thcmfelves by thl/t, than holy chnrcb 
forbears to call tl:aem to her fervice on fome 
rarticular emergepcy; when that happens, all 
private obligations of jutl:ice and mercy,-mul\- at 
once evaporate. Of this that unhappy prince 
James II. has been gw,cn as an example by more 
than one of our hifiorians. .And · if to. this 
there is one exceptioa i.n the whole range of 

.popery, if there is-a mao, who, at the hazard 
,of the ceofurea of his c.hurch, will venture to do 
jutlice or thew_ mucy t() a protefiant, upoa the 
true Chri.llian principle of dilinterelled charity, 
~I will open mya·rms t9 embrace him as a bro­
. ther, and require no other proof dlat he is no 
_more a papitl than the mufti of .Aitppo. 

: · _ ~ :-. -~ 1t ~uld_ ?e well i~deed f~?r PDpP"J if it QN!Id 
· lbod a fair trial with MahotNtijm. The mulful­

man 



mui OR:nroooxv .f/l.lllcn~... r91 
' mart is as clear of idolatry in his worlhip, and it 

fo far honefi in.~bis religjoos malic~, u bc•has 
the prcc:'cpt and eumplc of hi.s prophet for pr~ 
pagating his religioa by fire aad fword, and for 
treating aU tbofc with excuation who do not 
cooform to it; bot what name is bad ~gh for, 
thofe who would fix thefc infamous charaaers 
and principles on the meek and benevolent Jt• 

· flh, the gracious Saviour of the world, \Vho 
'£1~ loto it to feek and to fave· that whkh 
was loll, and not. to de.firoy men's lives, but to 
preferve them, whethu they would receive him· 
or not .l · 

The excellent prelate fo often quoted, ancf 
who had tluqied popery to the very entrails,. 
was fo far from your lordlhip's opinionJhat itt 
lxtmralforms ful r.lirian dttp in mms ininds. 
that "he thought (as his right reverend eulogift' 
u bas iOformed u~) the id6latry and .fupertlitiotl 
•• oftbc church of Rom~' did enervate true piety 
" aod morality ; aod that their cruelty was fuch 

·"a CODtradietlon to the meekoefs of Cbt-iJf, aocf 
" to that lovo aod charity which be made the' 
u cbara&r and diftiaaioo of his difdpla and 
M followcn. that he refolved to facrifice nery, 
,, thipg, but a good' coofcieDce, io a caure f« 
ec which be waa.rcfol.ed, if it fhould coaae tOI 

• extremities, lObe a facrificc hlmfelf .... 
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B'at perhaps tbefc opinions were only fa­
.f!Ji~•s of the times, feafonable enough for the: 
days of thofe :aealous- prelates; poffibly u.v may 
know better. and have fame rcafon to believe 
that popery is become a t111111 and ptattabh •, as 
well as aa ldifjitJg fupcrftitioa. Believe it who 
will for me, I lhall fiill contimle to make it a 
petition in my daily prayers, that neither we; • 

nor our pofierity may have 4»Cafioo to try. 

Here_ it may be faid that the •tliftttzti•n is nor 
placed to the account ofJupw.ftiti,., by your 
lGrd{bip, bot Jim ply to the umt1r and fr"JIItnCJ 

• So Mr. Wt~rtbitrgto•, Effay n t1t fiht1111 _, 
coni•EI, &c. /If ~~~~~~t's ,.,,,.,,;., p. lj6. To • 
faa a fatiafaflory ant\ver has_ been givm, in a 
fptall p'ece in!ided, •• The. true· Sp'"t of Po~ 
difpbyed,'' _pflnted 1746; and another more a& 
length, in a pamphlet printed in the fam~ year, 
.,;% , •• Popery at ways the fame."- Bat here it 
may be proper lt' ,.eflify a (mall miftake ia the 6rft 
page of the former of thefe pieces. The excellent 
author of the Co.i}itieriJ•i•ns ., rht Jlatt o/" tbt worltl, 
&r; there cited, h:ta indeed expreffed his hoper, that 
the criJCI fpirit bah of PII/IBJ aad /tf"~if• may 

· lie abated i and for the ground of tbok hopes with 
~rpea to the PaJiJh b~ cites Mr. Worthing/~"• .as. 
above, and, with refptfl to the Mahoi/Utri,s," S..l~'s 
aotes oB the K~•; aDd coofeqoently.is oo fo~rther· 

' anfwcrabk for the fafb than· thefe autborWcs wiU 
fupport them. For the reft, this honeft aud worthy 
;..riter, not attending to Dr. lc<U:'s context and re­
fcrmce, has put Mr; W~rt•i•p's. wonls into rhe 
moath oi Mr. S'illt, who is only an.ev~nce for the 
ltfabomellliis, ana a "better, I doubt; than the l"fiJII 
.)eire to produce. ' · 

of 
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of tbefe m1mtrialt. If this is your lord Chip's 
meaning, I humbly apprehend it lhould have­

been differently exJ'relfed ; and fome ioRanec! 
given of a religious fyftem with an equal num.., 
her and variety of ritu which are void of fy4 • 

perftition ; but fuch an infiance, I befievcs7 

would bC hard to find; and after all I am alraid 
tbat when we' want to illufirate any thing or 
lhis kind, we mull Ilill bring our examples froJa 
Roman-catliolick countries •. 

And therefore, to do as much juflice to' this 
plea as mat be, lee us afk, bow comes it drat 
&bcfe memorials are fo numn-flul and frtgrultl io 
l.omao-catbolick countries ? The plain reafon 
of wbh;h appe.ars to be the frtfJU1111 and nUIIH:­
roul fwarms of ecclefiafiicks in -thefe countries, 
who would have nothing to do if they were not 
thus employed, and (what would be worfe to 
them-than that) who would have no ps;-etence to 
_.mafs and appropriate to themfelves tbofe fump· 
\IJOUI palaces and large po(l"cfiions they enjoy, 

• o., in fiance of tltis we hue indeed in our own· 
country exhibited in Dt11mr's catecbifms;. but this 
performance having in it •• rath~r mtJrt forpery and 
•• f&lf'Crllition, than is to be found in the I•!Jh rituaJ;• 
wilt aoc help in -the prefenc aigcn,y. 'fhey who 
de6~~e 10 fee an abridgement of this work, may .find a 
very afeful oae in Dr. Mi ftl.'ttlll'l preface- lO hi' R, • 
..,,, oa t<WtJ P 1(111/Httl, &c. 

E 4 . if 
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if lhey could DOt perfuade the pcoPJc that their 
fun8ion was orcdfary to keep op the fe~~ft-of 
religion in tbrir minds by this variety in the 
[w111 and f•c~ of it. 

I lay no flrefs here, my lord, upon the fuper­
ftitious nature of the rites which thefe men per· 
form. Some of th~ir ufages may be u innocent 
and as edifying as fome of 1urs; and whether 
they are or no, they have that reputation, and 
mull have it among thofe who would edify by 
them. 

What I infift .upon is, that tbefo Mtttur:i.JJ­

coald not be fo ~r, «elln'i•t in /IJIU-;... · 
flti~~e' •r nhw, without a•faltable number of mm. 
who haYe nothing elfc to do but to -ply tbc ~ -
pte with them ; and who are accordingly fet 
free for this purpofe not only from family· ­
cares, but from all public charges bcfides. 

Now the acOOuftt we have of thtfe.mea,-nea: 
from ferioos, well difpofed and fenfible peHelltl 

in thefe very countries, is, that a 'large majoritf · 
of them are idle and" ufelcfs drone'&, and too Often 
worfe; that they are many of them intolerable 
incumbrances o.n the fiberty and induftry of 
mlJch better m~ than themfelves ; that rbey · 
occafion great inconveniencies and diforders in ' 
private families, even by the inftnen~ of thcfc 

,lllflrillls ; 
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_,.,.;.Is; ana that, apoo the whole, the edi.fi~-
ca&iOD of tbdr miniftry. is- in no reafoaable pro­
portion to the fcandal of their lives. . 

Perhaps, my lord, it· migh_t be poffible to de~­
Yife a ritual as fall of mnnarit~ls and circomftao- -
tials as the .RoJn~~~r,. and whicll·might have no-r 
thiog of what yo~ lordlhip may call fu perfiitioo. 
io it : Bot if fiiU we moft have 4 proportionable-: 
·number of men to ·difcharge the offices pre-. 
ftribed io it, how .lhall we avoid thefe griev- · 
aoces, or.caGooed, is it .lhoold feem, by a mol· 
tirade of fuch men ? The ec:cldiaflicts of tho: 
popifh cburtla are dertainly. booad- to good be~ 
Jlayioar by as . .ftria and fOkmn- oaths, profef-­
Aoo~ fubkriplioot, 'lows, 104· Alles of tbeil"­

heral orddrs, as il i&poffibJe·totay upon hamaDJ 
ageniJ. And-yet~· all<it· fcems,. wjthoDti tho de• · 
ired· effea. 

Upon the '\tib'ole, my lord, tlie more- I <enfij,.. 
w thefc ioftauces, dae lefs am I able to coa~­
a,r what porpofe JOUr lordOUp refared 'tot~. 
* ,.. fta8:ical ufc { ClOnf!lleot with oar: cluif-· 
tlao prOfcBi~) we caa ·malre oi the~~~•. 

The ~emals · of paganifm lane no better 
aame ginn them ia the New Tdlame~ thtf:l• 
,-,.;,.w. itltJatrits; and froiD thefe what your· 
JordSUp ~ the tiiJIIIflt'iah of popery, have, the -

E- $; Y"J'i 
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\'tr)' moft of them, been derived by VcrJ COni 

petent judges~ and in a very legitimate pedr 
gree. Thcfe then are equally ufelefs to us.­
Were they eVer fo ful.I of edification, the -tery 
can and temper of chrifiianity prohibits the 
adoption of the&n ; they art tbe tratlitia11s an4 
c~mtrumdmtntl if mtn; and what can we con· 
trive that will be equivalent to them in numbtr 
and frtfl'lt'llty, which will not be liable to 'the-
fame obje<!Hon l -

·The Turlijh wathings aod other clrcum£\an­
tlals partake more of the 1twifo formality :. But 
this, your lordlhip kDows, is gone; aever ro be 
recalled by chrij/itllrs. Thdr .pra:Ytrs in public 
plaees, and wher~ moft people an: patting, have 
a tenfure from our blelfed Locd~ which will. 
for ever difuedit the llk.cJ praaicc among hit., 
difci ples • 

. ·If your lordlhip· only meant in· geoeraho 
-~ggeft tha~ our religion- fbould have a grtal· 

•nd cMfiic•'*' part as ~~ as tbeirs, ~ muB 
call for your lordAlip's authority fw tkit, not. 
from the tbird or fourth «Qturics, ·but fro• 
the Scriptures •. If this was required of chrif· 
dalls, it is:'firaoge tbat ou:r Lord O.OUld promlfe 
bis cfpecial prefence whc:rc uoly · 'I'WO or 
'!'HilEE were gathered together in his name,• 
If this . was to.~ ordered bJ .couDCUs, (ather~ 

and 

l 
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nd bHhops in ages poilerior to the 
,.,by fhould.our Lord lay all the ftrel! 
lhipping God in/pirifand in truth, f. 
ding to the word. of.God f john xv.ii. 
wny fuould he direll: nis hearers' to go 
the meaning of thofe \Vorda · of Gc 
prophet, 1 \\rill hate llfercy and riot 
Mat .. ix. 13. · . 

Again, if a gttat and' cdnfpituoui pa1 
gion \t~s nccelfary, why did not the 
take the appointment of it upon themf 
father why did they fay fo many thin~ 
courage fuch appointment ?. To what 
was Stephen's obfervatlon that the fl. 

dwdl.th n!lt in. lflitfles made with hafttis 
lbould St. Pa11/ add to this obfer\'at 
God is tzot wwjhipp'ed dr miniflmd t~ 'l 

handr, as thDugb ht tttttfcd any tht'llgt 
• thould he obferte that the Aingd,tn if ( 

muzt at~d drinl :j:, i. e. is of a di!ercn 
from tholt ~iogdom whitbjll,d only in~ 
drinks, ond divers wajhmgs and CAltNA_ 

~AN CIS 'JMPOS!D until the time cf R!l 

'(JON § I W by lhould the(e aw1 fay al 
after tbls time of rcfbrmation, oth.·r rna, 
kmplev, Dtlur tODfpi<:uoas ordinanc~ 

• Acts •ii. 48·. t Chap. xvii, zs. 
xiv. 17. \ Heb. ix. ro. 

£6 
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lumptuoU$ miui!lrations an4 fenices of 111e111 

hands were to be impoftJ.as nec:eirary to prcfel"ft 
teligioll among mallkiDd ? · 

The fpirit and tenor of what Chrill asad bis 
aponJes taught ia this matter, is not only tO 
uniform and confi{tent throughout with the rca 
of the chriftian difpenfation, but is fO fully juf­
aified in point of wifdom by the produc!t of a 

· contrary fpirit in the chriftiaa church, as- for 
ever to difcredit the idle pretence, that the 
.implicity ohhc cbriftian woriliip, enjoined and 
implied in the gofpel, was only accommodated 
to the begianings of it ; to the times of povcrtJ 
aDd dilhefs. Was it not as eafy for tho apo4 

JHes te> haV'C provided for IHn~r tillles, if 111/Jnt 
proviiions were oeceffary fur othlr times ?. Diat 
they oot forefec what the exigencies of future 
times would be 1 Ha.ve not the a ponies faict _ 
ncry thillg that may poiat out the fpirit, tbe­
.,.ai'llll•m, the torrflptifiiU._ the muU, fi>f the 
ehaKh of Rlnu, and enn the Ycry impljiR" at 
t·hc head of it ?" Aad can uy enc doubt bnt 
they would: ha"fe precluded all this, aDd regno­
lilted· the plan of the cbriflita clum:h by a pre· 
,ife and authentic ritual, if "''" of tliis kin~ 
had beea either .necefi"ary or .cxpedlcnt thaa 
whaJ: they haY~ left behind them iD tbcic 
ttiJUta ~ 

Alu; 
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. Alu, mj lord,_ they £oun4f by ~~ fo~oWfuf. 
esperience thct fad effeib of the pride and 
hypocrify in which an attachment to ·and rcve­
rcuce for tllljpitl4flll atcrDall ended J they had 
fufticlcot warning from tlaeir heavenly mafter,. 
and were DOt without a mtafurc of fagadty 
lhemfelvcs to difcot"cr, that tbl: likc:aafcs WO!Illd 
.&ways haYc- tho like dfetts ~ uti wcrc not 
likely to fet religioo ooce more upoo a bottoJJJ · 
which had fo· mifcrably failed. It it too cvi:­
deDt, 1 doubt, for the juftificatiori of tJacfe latter 
ages, that they ncYer thought of this gr'41 AJld 
mrfliautls £opcrftruaure,.. u ia daclaft expe­
dient for., or tiYta Yoi<t ef mifdUef to the Qbrif .... 
tiao chnrdt ~ llld if . their fuccdiOn ._ .. d• 
rented themfelfts to han· enjOyed ud te& it i• 
its oripal1illlpHc:ity, there would,. I .. pea-.... 
iwlecl, by thiJ time ha.c been hetlit .. ..., 
dsriftiaos in tbc world, aad better bu.of th~ 
than 0~ later '"1'.}'!/Jical piili• laue era.. 
duccct. 

. And' now; 1117 tont, after ib macl faageflctl 
by your lord(hip m favour of the R.a Cath.­
lici religioa, it was ,aatural to ex pea )IOU lord­
ihip, ia f~g of our refGrmatioD, lhould 
alarow the balance pretty lkoogly iD fayour' o£ • 
t/Jat. by a full and concife rcprefeotation of the 
aroraaDd coRUptiou which•suc oa:a1loa to it: 

What 
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Wh:1t your lordlbip has thought fit to fay 011 
that head is,- that " our reformers .confiderfog 
,., tnat fome ofthef~ obCervances·w~re in them.:.' 
'.' {elves w,.ong and fopn-jlifiuus, and others of 
" them m•dt fu~ftroitnt to the purpof('S of fu..­
"' per!titicm, aoolHhed them." 

Why truly, my lord, this is "' g11tl rtport that 
W! hear Dj' tbrft thing1, bot oeitbt:r is it a_ VC'rf 
bad ooe. There may be {qrnc:i room to doubt, 
wltether it be quite bad enowgb to bear oqr rc..­
forltlers oat in this 111"/iti,n, efpeciaHy of thofo 
things whicl\J oQoly mighl '" motk fo!Jfiroie~t t~ 
the pnrpofes of fopcdl:ition; for tbefe Yery ob­
fervances themfelves being io their turafobfir• 
.,;,,, to the pur/Qjil of rruc re1igioo, it might be 
atktd, who made ·our reformers judges io fc. 
C(itic~ a car. ~ lf the obfervaQ«a of popery 
wcro really: mtMS,of fmting rtligioo dltp ;,. ·th• 
111iflliJ •f jiri:11s· anti Ultli-diffJ#ful ptrj;t.s., was ~ 
a fldlicien( caufc to {eparate a whole natioa­

from the church in polfeffion, that fome ofthef• 
obfervaoces were t/lttnud by our reformers to 

be f&pett\itlous f Is the chtnch of Ellzla,d h'tr· 
(elf contented with rhis meafere from·the dif ... 
(enters, who have ov:er and over obje9ed tO' 

fome of IU,- obferTaoCeS M WllrdS' full as firoog 
:ls thefc <?f yonr lordfbip? And how have th~1 
been anfwered ? Why, we fny, ~hat admit thi• 
to be the (a{e, "~• ~~ ~hat foUl~ of o11r cer~ 

~- moaia 
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~ monies or obfervanceJ .are -wrolli and ,fuper• 
" fiitious ;" yet is not this a f~ii,_~nt: cat~fe o£ 
fe.~ration ; . (~tl} a qpfe . as will ·ac9uit thelll of 
'he g.uil~ of(chifqt~ -tUJ-lefs lhcy c~~ alfo pr9vc 
•befe ol.lfervaDces to .&:Jifijul.; which, I trow, it 
will be .b.ard \O prove of ao:Y: thiog.wbich .a ~ 
means of. promo.tin~: true rtli&ion. . 

An ingenious gentleman, and one, who,- if~ 
miflake not, has full as much -ref pea" for t:Kttrna/ 
P'"'' as tbq deferye, feems to me to. haY.~ ~ut 
this affair \IPoA a very. diff«;reat footing, in fomc 
confidtratiGru ·of a la.ter date than your lord.lhip't 
c:harge. 

" Indeed,'' fays he, " ifidolatry was tar be. 
"now rooted out as it ~as ill ,th~ rei~n of Ed~ 
'' w~~rd Vt and an innumerable .nulritude·of 
''other. corruption~, and ~hofe of tp~ ~.ofl h~i·­
;, nons nature, to be·rem'oved, or r.e(or~, - ths 
,, fecular powers, i~ · c~fe".tbe <:lergy could "nnr 
16 be perfuadcd to examine 'their own· flate, 
'' JIVOUld ~e,~xc;ufahl~J ag~ fqm.ethiqg.Olore t~ao 
'~ ex~t!faole, in.4oing:lt f9r· the.m,:,lnd.i.n r~(cu.. 
~ ing rcuii<>n rrom Ncb' a.bQ..m.inatioos, evco.·ia 
" ·oppofitJon, do~ oofy [o' the majority', but to 
~; the whole 'bo~ 9f the clergy • .~~ · 
' . . 
· • Free and imp.-t.ial Confidtraslons on tfle 6-ee and 
~cUd Dif'iuiGtioaa~ pag. f+ . ' . · . . . 

· · '-9 T.hit 



Tbia is heaounble to; aad a fuD Jutlificatiow_ ' 
ef our reformer~. Jollead of fome wrrmg and 
.foltr.Jiiti'!l' ebfCtvances, and others fo"ftr'Diw · 
io th,. purpifes of f'aperftition, there were, it 
feems, idtl"lrJ aod tm · innumtr"ablt multitude of 
ether tmllptim and •!J.ini11111iq, of the mojl: 
1Jti71ous 1111turt to be rooted out; whicli, furely,. 
was enough in all confcieoce tojulUfy a refor­
mation by the interpo1itkJn.of an1 clllfs ~~men •. 

Bot now, my lord' oo the fuppo1ition that' 
your lordfbip has told us the uhsu troth,. how 
wUI this gentle1Dtl1l eome at his coodulion ? If · 
the obfervances of popery were barely wrmg,. 
Juptr:ftitious, or tmdinz that waJ,, I greatly (uf· 
pea this ttmjirl£rtr would have thought. the fe­
cular powers a little prematur# in thej.r ioterpo· 
ition, Iince he feems to be pretty clear that o~~ 
fttu/ar reformer! are on'Jy tO be jufii.fied OD t}w; 
fUppontion that tbiag, were in the diforder b~· 
hath rcprefmtod. 

' 
· · On the other hand~ ~Y lord;. thia gentle· 
~an's premiffes will equally. dilh;efs your 1or~· 
lhip in their turn; (o~ if the memorials- an4' 
obfenance9 pf popery· are llO better than it~Mit, 
tritl, cwi-uptims, . and al»llli111ltiiJ111 o£ the ~~~~ 
hU11111s. notllt'i, by what kind of operation will• 
they become. the mtflls of making religion, at• 

. J, diilU... 

'l 



a11J 0& THODO~Y jhalcen. I 13 
dillioguithed .ftom; foperiition;. 4inlc deep into 
the minds of the ft:rio~ and ftU-difpofed l 
Your lor.tOUp goes on: 

" Our reformers {havi_ng abolilheq the obfer· 
"vaoccs before.meotioned) red~ced the forr;n 
" of religion to sreat limplicity, and enjoined 
'' no more particular rules, nor left uy thing .. 
• , more .of what was external in religion, than. 
''·was, in a manmr, neutrary to preferv~ a fenfc;: -
~' of .religion itfelf upon the minds of . the 
" people." - · 

Not quite fo m11ny rules or externals, I fuould . 
think, if what gors before and what follows ~ 
true: But to let that pafs as none o~ _my bufi•. 
Qe[s-; 'your Iordlhip by this a.:couot of our r11!u 
and tKftr11a/s feems to bear. extremely bard. on · 

. great numbers<# ferions and, to all ap.eearance•. 
wcll-difpofed perfoos. · 

Your lordthlp has beeo reminded above of a 
people, pcofcJiiog chri1Uaoity, called quakers •: 

Befidet 

• lt is fO far out of all orthot!o:Jt rule to allow the 
fWtrl to bechrillian•. that lam right glad. on this 
occanon. to borrow I Uttle authority from a late {en-
6b'e writer, whofe jadgmcnt no man will call in 
'lueftion who has any tendernefs for hia own. The 
writer, I tnean, is the reverend Mr. Atlams. the 
llithorof a late dray in anfwcr"to Mr. H .... ,•s dray 
Oil Minda. This Mr. &,, it Ccemr, Jays claim 

&0 
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&Jides- thefe, are many thoufands of protetlaot 
dilfenters in this kingdom : There is too tbcr 

· body of the Scottijb nation, and great numbeR 
in proteflant countries and communions abroad, 
among whom the form of religion is reduced to 
much grtlller fimplicity, who h~ve not fi ma•i 
particular roles, and have much lifs of what if 
-external in rdigioo, than what was left us by 
our reformers, -nor have they any thing equin· 
lent to many of our roles and externals. 

Shall we fay of thefe that they have not f 

fenfe of religion itfelf prc:ferved upon their 
minds ? How is this ro be proved ? and wba­
among us will undertake it ? That is to fay, 
who win u~ertale .to thew in aiiJat llllllmtr oar 
roles aDd externals are ntc!/fory '' prejl'l"fJt 11 finji 
If religion liP'" the humtln mind, which, I fuppofe, 
ira refpefi.of imprefiioas from es.ternal religiou, 

to the rualws .. feiJow-profcfl'on with him in thw 
•yflery of Dtif•· To which Mr. iiJa•s anfwer1, 
•:· It is certain tbal the '}UakeF.I profd's tH belief of 
•: eluiAianity as univerfally as any fea whatever. 
n And what right has the a\lthor [Mr. H«mt] to 
•• charge a whole body of 111en with fuch flagrant 
•• infincerity.'' E.lfrJ.Y, pag, I)O. Jo return for this 
little aid, and tD make fomc amends for mentioniug 
his aaine in a pam ph let _ whofe futljea is oot of the 
r-ef}eOable rort, I do hereby give that gentleman, my 
poor, but moll hearty and fine ere thanks for. this and 
every oilier pa£Ja&e in. his accurate and aoaafw~r.able 
~nay. · .. 
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is, in moft of the common people of all deno­
minations, framed and capacitated pretty much 
alikel 

1 will not ~ politive what fome of our high 
chorchmenmay baYe affened and maintain'd in 
this matter of ruks and exttrnals, becaufe I ba.ve 
not all the books of our very warm apologifu at 
hand: And I know too that fame of the warmelt: 
of them have been difclaimed and g1vcn up by 
others who are warm enough thcmfelves •. Of 
our externals thefe defenders have (aid, that they 
are in'INullt,fign.Ji'a.,t, aod txptditllt; ''rnduciu, 
aad (perhaps fome of them may have added} 
•«t.ffo1'J &o the ~,,,· t/Ji of. the vifiblc church : _ 
Bat to make them ;, •'~1 mnntr ntcr,ffiz,.-, to prt• 

/trt•t a fnrft of rtligi1111 ·"PD" tlu mi'lds if tht Pt~~Pit, 
is a a rain of merit, which, I fancy, very few of 
our higbeft cbarcbmen have ventured to afcribc 
to them. 

• 
- It fhould fcem. howover, that oar earlier re• 
formers theiUfclvct bad no fuc.b ootiQn of thil 
fiji aod oirttu of oilr fo~JnS and extern~als : Tbe 
rem•iag ~i(lor.iet,of thofe tiQJes ttford us fof­
ticieot proofs that fome of the be:!l and w.ifetl 
of them would not, if they could have help'd it, 
Lave JC:ft ·us fo m~cb. · And even fuch. of them · 

• So Mt:~~'~"'• /(IJ/i,, 1 l.imriil1 111d Pa-·lt ,. are 
&ivcn op by Dr. JlllcholJ. Defence,.pag, 168, ·~; 

IS 
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as laboured the other way, have left reafons of 
a Yery different fort from this fu~~fied \>y y~11r 
lordthip~ -

In the ~onvocationof 1562, it was debated, 
as we are told by bilhop Burntt, whether the 
greatell part of our fefiirals, the er.ofs in baptifm, 
Rneeling at the communion, the furplice an<f 
organs, were to be retained or dropt. And the 
quefiion, it feems, . was carried for thefe exter­
nals qut by one vote of a proxy, whofe prin­
cipal, it is probable, kne\v little of the debate; 
and of thofe who were priftnt the majority were 
ilgainjl the l"itcs t. 

We likewife learn from the fame "right revc­
r.end hiftorian, that the. lingle reaf<m for.retain .. 
ing. thefc forms; entered in tbe record of. tltefc 
proceedings, is, that c~ the laying them afide. 
" would be contrary to· the auJhgri~J book of 
'' Common-prayer.;' Whence it appears tba& 
even they who oppofed tbe abrogation of tbefc 

things, did not fo ·immediately thiak of their 
nmjftty to priftrut • fmft if rtligitm upon th;. 
itti,tis-if tbt fJtl#t, as of rhe dartger f)f a prte­
tmmirt, of which . this c&"lltO£atioD &oetl· ia 
great awe, as appears by the po&fcript fubo­
~ined to their tubf£flption a£ the XXXIX. 
artkks•. 

t Hi&. Rdbnnat. vol .. trJ. ptgr 3oa, 303. 
~ B,.,t's dl&y, pag. 198. · eoo.: 

I 
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Cotlceniing one of thcfe fwms there tS a J"e• 

cnarkable .,alf•ge in one of ~Qp Tayu~s 
tlooks, whith.•ayhelp. ustoaiiDC~iq the nlac 
pat upoo th. of this· fort bj tbe churth t1f 
&glmul· herfclf. "' The!'C .is reafoa , to cede­
'' brate .aad honour," fays hie, · " the wifdoin 
" and prudence of the diurch of .EngltJnrl, 
"' which bath in ~u her oBic.es retaiaed but ~ae 
"riml, or ceremony, 'tlaat is not of Ji'llin1 or-
4' dioaace, or 11/'f}ltli«~lpn8ict:, and that is the 
" mfs .in uapt*n .... 

Now the fign '.! tlu trofs, fimply aud of irfelf, 
~at is to fay, without lome aplanatioa, can, I 
4hould thillk, convey or preferre no fcnfe of tmJ 
ibing upon the mind; * aeu~rdiDgJy the 
thurch informs gs that this.fi,p if the. tt~ · is 
made " -in token that the Pct"fon baptil.ed auu 
4 ' not 'be albamed to confefs the faith of ChrUl 
" tt'ucijied," &c. and indeed it muft be owned, 
that if it ie an efi'eaual t~en of this, the fenfc 
of nligion to be preferved by it is Yery 1m-._ 
l~rlant. ' 

And yet, ftrange to hear, the church hcrfelf 
declares that " without doubt a child baptifcd 
with111t it is lawfully and fufficiently baptized.'' 
So that there is no 11ttejfit1, we fee, for this form 
to prcferve the fenfe of any thing. . 

• Daaor Dubitantium, pag. 668. 
I do 
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· I do not preaend to underftand bUhop 'ray/Qr's 
{uageftion that all tht rljl of our riruals or cere­
Rl!Hlies ate either of JiwfH 11rdiflarut or t~poftJi­
~al JWallitt: :But howetier that may·be, there is 

. mtcftm of riift, that, it fuo'uldfeem, the church 
has ufs value for ftill, or lays; at leaft, lefs ftrcfs 

UpGD it. 

F.or tho' the furpliee is. often mentioned in 
our ritual, on fomc occaGon or other, yet are we 
on none of thefe occafions told of what t'he 
furplice is typi(a/or fignift(ativt; and Dr. Nichols ., 
is 6-tremely angry With the puritans for pre· 
ten4in8 that this garment is ufed by the church 
in token of purity if. lift, " becaufe, fays he, it 
•• is a tbin~wbich lhe motr mu rr.tntiolfs • ;" 

and (o leaves the people to gather any or rio 
feAfc of religion fiom this form, as they think 
Jit. . . 

But is then the fenfe of reli8ion pteferved 
upon the min_ds of the people by thefe rules aad 

· externals ? Nothing like it. " A gre"t part '!f 
" this is ntglet1td by t)le generality among us:­
" For inllance, the fervice o'f- the church oot 
., only upon ctfmmo" days, but 'al(o upon Saints 
" days; and feveral other tbiogs might. be 
"mentioned." pog. 15. 

• Defence, pag. 293• 
.. Was 
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Was I not in t.he right, my lord, toconjellure 
that our reformers might leave us ~»t fi ma•y 
rules or externals as are nmjfory? How fltould 
our people have fallea iilto this deplorable ne­
gle£t, if .thCfe 11111111s, memrwi•ls or llli},q,;tifnr 
)lad ~ .fu.tlicic.otly frtfllnll f 

Permit me however to obferve that your Iord­
fbip and .Jhe ingenious author of the Con.folera· 
tivns above-cited, are not at all better agreed­
about this faa, than the other concerning the 
popifla errors difcarde<J by our .refor.lllers, 

This gentleman having noted that a party in 
the nation [meaning the dijfintm] have all along 

. bad-Come exceptions to our public fervice; goes 
on tp fay," ~ut tben there is otJother party (the 
" 02cmbers of the church] far more ~oolider­
" able than tht)'• who, in general, are not.only 
,, r,tisfied with, but even FON,D Of' our prefcnt 
" litwgy and confiitution •." / How is tbis to 
be reconciled ? can it be faid that o_ur peoplo 
;, gmert~l are fond if what the gtn1rali1J of the~ 
11lgletl. · · 

Here again too, my lord, your~Jordlhlp and 
thia gcatleiDan, by adopting each other's pre­
IDiJfcs, mu.fllofC your fevcral conclufions : Your 

• Free aQd impartial Conliderations, p;~g. 6. 
lord !hip 
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tUNtldp thiii'P it. ~'lriglllJ fca~illruiaa 
.-tiJe·~·in 'the imporaanc Gf ..,.,....,,_ 
" ligi••·.. . . • l • 

u.e--.ble·l -; upm•8Cl011 .. ,4!f this 
, . .pa.l. Bat wbf{o, if.tiU··~c:adtor!ll·lirer 

iotelligacc be trae, flis.. · that -ae people .-c 
~ really fMd Qf oar .1nmuds already l . · • • . . 

• Qn the Qtber ha~, tf ·the· fervice of ~be 
. .cht~,ch .is aepaed by the generality among 
. ~ •. it oertaioly · caontJt be fo very tlt~agn-1111 to 

_. 1;11ake, alteratioas ia h at this geotlema,u would 
·. , )tau us belice. . . . 

~ . H~wever, my lord, I "am ready" to clofc ~th 
ll,. ,,. • • .... 

. ,.JQPdordlhip in t~is·reprefentatioo, ra$er than 
, ; tbi: l;flftjltierer; t_nd ~pon. occafion of your 'to:rd­
-.- dllp's mentioning the people ·s tJegkn of the 
. •fcnite oftbc church upon s;,;,,, days, I will 
}·-trtJDblc -your- ~ordlhip with an obfenatiGD of my 
_., OWD,,teocting to illuJlrate the value of txtcnial 

·--·~-· ., . ,: . . 
. I .. O~r comnmri" people, it is :true,- pay little rl/i-

J g;,,a· regard to the feafis of AD Angels or AIJ 
811iats, bar yet I have obferved them to cele· 

. bra~.f~ of our pr1t¢._nt fefiivals, as_ ~II as 
_ ._ ~J!IC. ~th~s of pop!lh. extraCHoq~ particularly 

Shrwttidt, with the feveral folemnities of borf~e 
r11cin1• !J.U-btiiting, e~c(ftghting~ &c; and "with 

all 

.-. 
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-.0..T .. Oia jbli1te11. -. ·lU' 
111.1-the .-oWes of. tlridi;,z, lt.flllilw, ~ •. 
aDd llfiNIM[s iae!Watt- ucl iofcparaWc fro.. . , . 
CDtCrtainmcats of that kiod. 

~oar politer parti•, iadeccf. plcafare.is 
the caplOJIImlt of CYCrJ day ; aod . they arc fro . 
CD011&b.frQm fuperftitioo in this aniclc t• r/1,_ . 
IW'1 tlf41~lilt: Whereas i.hc vUlgar alw•JS taH 
the adnntage of the ,btml/s t~ppoint,.t fOI' . 
thtir ·times -of · ialenclfs aod · re.elliog ; and I . 
know, at this hour, feve~al YCry worthy ana. 
very zealous members of the church of E"tf."4, . 
wbo kroplc not to-aBirm, tbat" the riot9as ae4. 
liceotiQOs paftimes of Chrifim••, Ettjlw a4 · 
IPhiiflfllti/:1 ~ribote ID()r~ to .COf!'¥t lha 
minds and debauch the mcxals of .oor COibiDOil . 

people, than auy other affignablc caufe whatever. 
If this be true, it were cenainlymorefor the cre­
dit of our common cbr~ftiaDity that the feftivala 
fitouJd 'be .e~panged from OW' book~ .aad ealea­
dars. than that thefe brutal, .pagaaiBl, profaoe. . 
and therefore wicked paOimcs ad clifordc,. 
fbould claim any alliance, or have aoy ~ 
with the folcmn commemorations of the tiirtll' 
and refurrel\:ion of the fpotlcfs aad ucldilea 
Saviour of the wor1d. 

Upon what srounds t&e apoftolic). aatbority 
for fuch forma b alltdgcd, may be juda-1 ia· 
.fatt from lbe tooer of the Scri,purd •boft•: 

V 0 L. IV, F 'uotel_ 
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quoted, as ~ell as froin ~the~, teUifying_ t~e 
cJifpofidon Of Si:. Pa11l to\vard~ ~calionat fo­
Jemnities of that kind. 

And there is the ftrooger prefu~ptiOo · that. 
they haYo no foch authority, in that we fddom 
,or ne-n:r find them enjoined, bat we find them 
aJfo io company with large indulgences· to tbe 
carnal man ; as if the more confpicu1ur exten~611 
in reHgion could not fubfiO: witboot the aid ~-
the fenfaal appetite.· · · · .. 

Tbas, •• your- loNlhip has -obf~, " ttte 
u tJtlmlah of pagtnifm mixed ibemf~lves with 
'lt·dte -llitJerf'ln'' of tlibfe d~s. '' · 'fn popifh 

·Cbtlatries, the ·people· are pondcaftr 'tribbgb 
prepared ·for and reconciled to the ·fortiialit~ 
of Lent, by· the ·licentioufocfs ·of i preceding 
Ctmival. 'Nor 'have we of 'the t ·,.tjmMtl 
·church of'Engl~nd been entirely fr~e from 'this 
\fretched policy. ·rt was ·once' the humour of 

·.our great churchmen to magnify tXternah, 'and 
:to rc:naer them as confpialcus as they oouid on all. 
«cations : The nation at that time was not 
aruVc:rfaJJy difpofe~ to come into tliis {\and 
rome men of reputation ·enough fet tli'emfelves 

.. . . .. . ., . . . . . .. 
· t •• The chrillian world u now c1irided· intO the 

" Rifw111e/ and Uwtfor•ti: 011. .. A THE a. into thofe · 
.. "'. wl.o AU xo:r aad tlaok wb~ ll!!t me:-. of ·the 
a ,41Uch o£RD.wl." Mr. Jorli11 • ..• . : ~ . . .. ' 

l ~ 
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:n,~~p~r~ it: {,i th.~ ~ige~y ef her.'~lf~i~s t~~ 
Cbarcb beth'Ollght herfelf ~f purchafin.g the. f;J­
vour of·tbe people by a !JotJk of fports : And how 
f.tr t~t may ·have ·contt«;ttred 'in its ·day, t~ 
perpetullte tbe ft/li'Ui1it~ of thefe folemo ti!Des,. 

Jtl<S· t'o \Vear o.ut the nligio¥s rife of -them, may 
·l!c worth the inquiry ofthofe whom lt coocerns • 

.. 'four lordihip prcceed-s: " Thus tbty [the 
" people] hue, no cufiom~try admo~ti9PSJ.flO 
" public call to retollect the thoughts of God. 
" .aud rtligiqn from oae Saaday lO aoolher.;, 

. ·_.._ A.nd why·ha•e they not, my lord l There is 
.ia ino4l exprefs law for it. .. All priells aod 
'~ d~ "e .to fay da4'1y the tDOmiag and_ 
'! ev~ prayq;.-either .priV'Itcly or. opealy, nat 
'~-~S )et ·~y UCJtll.iU «!dale oth1;r. utt ... 
'~ GJ_.'\' aq{e. · And the curate. that miolAretlt 
': J~ ~rJ ~Uh church -or claflpd, .being i:t 

~Ju.ll~e. ~ pQt bciJJ~ .otJMnrile ~l!bly 
" .hiallerc:~, thall fay; the 'fama hi the pari81 
·\· chui~h ·:.or q..pel whc:te he miaitlmh. -anct 
•.1.8aaUcaufc a bell 'o be·tollcd thercuoto•a~ 
··~ .~ ci.DM Worcr ho .tqia, tltat the·fllople!! 
'f IQIIJ .came to .lacar God's ~ord, and to pray 

. ~. lri&h .lk\.~' 
! • 

·. It ia DOl ~ the malt·ohlte-pt!ople; ·tf th!y 
haY• aot a •JI•m11r1 · ullrMilif11 or '111Jiicl cili 

F 2 from· 
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froia' olle luodaJ to another: The c~alt in, ,Y,. 
p:irHh tllnnot be w'.fonaUy hinde~ed every on~t 
of-tfac At. intermediate· days, and every w~k ira 
the year. 'And yet we .are i.old by a gentleman. 
who feems to have taken fome paios to be in-. 
formed, " that in teo thoufand churches there 
" Me· not five hundred where a bell t'l:lr tolls, 
~~ at where morning and evening pray~r are faid. 
u .upon a WU~J throu_gbout the year •." -

·.·This gen.temae•s accoant o( ·this ~gl~ 
feems to 'be fo reafonable and probable, and at 
tke fame time'fo different from what your lord- "' 
Oai.p hes fuggeRed. that l will take !he liborty 
M> Bive it .at -length: · -

' "· T~ what end,_ fays he, was fotb· an~­
" jJDi•tm1et fet down in the ·book of COID1Il0b• 

'~ ,Prayer l . Did our mother the eborcb moly 
~' boaft of her. ow.o piety, or -pmeocl -to a fn:• 
'' of ·,MJiwfji, ~itbwt -tht piUiU' 1hv'if' No • 
• , truly. •tbeaotber m~nt well; hut her f~s· · 

• ind dauglatt:r.s are -l:o blame. Likt peopl~· 
~like prie!L But ,iacfacd, -were· the- clergy 
~. DPU fo willing .to difdaarge their·dlltf ill thil 
P refpftl',· not mny arc the ·places .wkere thet. 
'f ca,n have all}' fort of co~atioo 10 join' 
-~ wit.b lhcm. But is Dot tlJc lorfthd-the.fer..;.;' 

~ . -· 'l .... 

. ·" ·llic.e 
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~-~i~ _ _tbe. upblfPY .~Oil of· cbJ~t ~~~ • 
~. W:p~ld not tbc peoplc::S attcndaocc· llJIOfl tb4 
~: P~Qlil: . wortrup take= uP 14<t ·•'"• ci tbeir tim~; 
~. a11d too gr~uy. iflttrfn-t with their fitldu 
•.' ·Atrairs i Does it. not <:a~fe a Wtorin'fi, aJMI 
·~ .b~me t1iio•s to deliCate ~us l Is not tkc 
.,·~d. fOmetimet· Co .pit:rdng, as to make lt 
~ Jlzillful to ~uder COI\ftitutioos, to be W long 
" det!lined from the fire, d'petially t~ heat 
· •c pfalms and c.!ra pters they c.an almo.CH'aJ bJ 
·Ji··rete • l.. · · · ·· · · 

\' . .. 
• ;- ~ qur tordlhi_p fs:c:• thllt. th~ geatlema.G is.: of 
~pinion that there is 1111 muclr of. OUf' :ext"~lfs 

~ild that grea~ iDCOD!CD~CDC.JCI ~jfc from ~­
.fmgtb of oor fcrvice, to th9fe whiJ lhonl!l. edify 
'bfif; and i:o 'tbls aJfo agre~s the autltol' of th~ 
·eo,;jil/trtstJiirs ~&e-meoti'ooedJ.: What tliea 
ibaffwe t!liilk woulJ" b'e ' the carciif tho(e 11111tlll• 

'nillr were: '&s}rtqat<lt · ·~~· io · Rimim~Cat'hoti."i 
cwniriesf~ar aut~ gOe~ oil r . ·: ... ' .... ··. 

. ~. ~ .! ~:.:-'": ·; J. .,,, ~ , , 

· • To thCce reafons for this common nee!c=a ma,­
le 813ded another, viz . .t~e aukwud t)q)es of fa1ing 
. JhOming and even in~ prayer in mofi places :' 1 en or 
-...e,.~or~toek in tb• bearion, ud'two or tbl'ee ih 
\he Jfter.~. tbCI tioa•. w.htm traclefiDCA ••IUI ·. IB&­
dbnks are in the nry throna of their lioneillabo~s. 
:· t "Yoq are not Indeed 6ngafar in.}'our opinion of 
.,., ..... ,.. 'frYIII(*""" ef otar rc"ice: Aad"to teft 

·" yw the lNth, my ow a itncimenta upon thit head 
:,.~CUIJ~Y·fi'•GOrclaa& wkh )'OIU».!' A-~ Util•P-. 
U.jt/#rMIIfllt Jill• -f.l• ' · · · r 3 "n~· 
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.. , '~ .'J:Pc~ IJPip. t))e ~ ~j~JJ.:~~~ 
~·:r.w~~ .tq .Ul~, i,fc i~J~ ~e oot \in~.h~ 
•,' .t?e~r .. di~~-· do IlQl, . .reG@ .. UJ!ID'\,4eh"t 
~~.c,tres~ ~·e qtlld,rt~.fq&QO.ti~UJ ?.tz..irw4;..,ofi. 
''. ~enc:r ~ithou~ rc~p.. So th.at, b1 P.fral 
·" :ccl'\fent (Jf both. P~~elt .ao.4 ~P.i;e,.,, ~lo,~iaf 
'' outwarii.o,r ~ubi~ ;l~nowlc:dP..".u.of ~P5ill 
" for !ix days out of fc:Yen, a foreigner; iliat 
'' fuou,ld ~ake an abode with us·.oalJ. forr ·JiJt 
".dars~ migbt have. rcafon tQ dollbt,. in tiM: 
, .. grc:ste!l part of ·E,tl•nti, · wbfthai< loPe i~ 
"' bitaots oftbat happy Ulaad did, 'in 'truth, be­
~ lievc· the· aiBCoto of that pcicnss net aJ. 
" mighty Bcial'-'•. 

; J • ; :~ 

. NQw~ lltY lo~d, w~d\ Wo\J·fGF•• ~ 

.~'r thi$ COJPPQWl4cd.QIIfe of ,_,lift., we~ 
avQil\ t}lc queOi"-.~J w.boJD is.it 10 ~~edrA­
~d ·? · J,f t~ fault be i~ the lJody . oE .abe. d""" 
py whom are tb.j to be ·~ l H .in · ~­
IJatuu aod fratr~~ of our pref~s ~r-. by ..._ 
ue thefe to be IIIDCDded ~ · .. t 

. SQ far indeed as the clergy arc ~~tcefl"arics to 
~~~\~8'~ it,}i~~r~cly l'iailt iA.JPUr ~ 
8lip to lay ia Wort them. Bttt· what ~ct 
:yotlt' lcn:dfhip have the dCfSJ to dO or fllJ. iD 
j.bis, c~f.c; ? . Lei tbcm, JM{l JJ Jqpa. a.J ~ !Qqdlf 
Jl eter thef· win·oo tlc i"''f1'1tnrt1 -.f ~~ 
r,;lig~t} lilt pcrfuadcd; ~~ ~~~~~~ .. ~~J~ 
........ .&. rt) :: 1 ~-
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llt'gttlllC!bri w~trbe' iil·.v:t1n,-'\\ihtM the '· p~oph: 
.fttiar·ahlttt1ldft'!t 'in~llildU'b~ · ih·~ preteni fiato 
ofdwir•zim externals: TheJWllfappeil to rbe 
tta[W~~~~Ii and 11t'trciful defign of the gofpei, and 

· ple~d thei.r cb~HHan liberty· a~ainft ail ~umaA 
dtdloances wh1ch not only edify not, but arc. 
~vtn burdelifome! At1d tbey will have reafon~ 
~ ·. . . : . ~ r . . . . 

:we are.oow. arri~d ·al''yotn' ·:lord~i-p's ac~ 

aunt -of 1he importimcc. of IJtiii'IIIJ/ >~"tligillll, as 
WOQDded OD-tbc ScriptufeS. . · · · . 

, BCf~re .I. could proc.ure a: light of your ~d. 
.fhip's printed charge, a friend who had foen;-ir; 
or beard it read (I forget which) had given me 
~St'aeral bnt pretty ju(hccoaot of this part of 
It» cooc~Qing abe im,,ortance ~ tJdtnl(l/ l'rligiin; 
which fet me 1pon amuung myfelf with C()tljeci. 
tu,r.es by what kinJ of gofpel a~ttboiity your 
letdOlip would revive the credit of. a 'doihiile-, 
which oflAfeyean, bad· not bad ma11j· abettors· 
iudong protefiaots. · .. · .. · .-: ·· ' ' · · 

. . . . . . l ' 

·· I had often .thought with myklf that t~e· 
church of England had been ~ore prelfed upon• 
this matter· of e:xtmzo/r iti her contr<Werfy with• 
th_e dilfenten, tban upon any other article:· andl 
.1: ~atinof lr,., tllit ·the aofwcn ·given· by ottr :tpo\. 

·~~Rhhnve. convinced me that oor.adberente. to• 
foDS~ fP:clSal fttel iD ou·r church, fD a fort of 

.... ~ . E + COD• 
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~--pelf; ~c-1,~ ... ~ \flitw~ .. t~ 
hoped tor"fr• dioftUt ~tm; \~.~~tift 
o~ v~rl'! .l.u~da~~·. . . ~ ··. ··~ ~,;T 

., 
· ()at~ chtJrc.h Claims .a power of lle~reelng !1t~ 
'C'dCJ ceretriontes 'in her twnti~th article; witQ: 
bat exhibhlng' her fcriptu~al wartantJor ft ~ 
an, cepte;· of the1e articles publHhcd by aut~cj: 

· Mr~ tbat'l bow ofi· nlllefs-tbe vice•chaneoll9.r 
~ Okford'-J U.prif1!iib~ may be aliowed .tG•.glM 
1 publit famlion to Mr. fP,/chmaws cdit!on." of 
than.• Mr. · Ro,~trs's book indeed carri(~ i~ its 
ftCWK .• pr&:ftce ·to· th.e lt~wful a_utho~ 't} of tb( 
.41-.IJ.-of Entlatrd·; but as there is no 'evi(h!n~ 
.tr.tttUiat· lltlthority . \Vas, or how·. obtai~ed: 
there is room t& donbt ; befidet, R/Jgtri~ iii c'x"­
plaiojng the aothoriry of the- church 'f!itb;ire-
l'pe~· to wttrovtr.Jiu Dj fa.-th, fayt that ~ 
inthoriey is given to the church, anch.o· I!V~J\~ 
REM»ER or souND JUOGMENT in the::~~.•,; 
which, . I donbt, will· extend . tbc fr.~ .ra . . . . . . . \.. 

lf?HJ ll!im/;n- to the •fozt of ~remo*1, 4.ftf': 
IUr_i'; contrary to Mr.IYikb,(/aa~s ·~~ 'liw 
telfralu• tltc · atathon'ty', jq botb b~~)Jcs, -~ 
tb* fu~}111u dl tccbfojiita ~.O.,;-.. . ... : 
~ , tJMr ·'his cJaatc, concerniag rite~ , ud. ~ere! 
JIODiOS. Mr. IYiklntum has referred tocEjlw ~ 

• On\licXXthartide, f81• . zoJ~ ~'-,;l.J~ ~ 
27a 
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- ' I 

....• ()a.~-.,.-~ ·l'21J' 
., .. 4,tJw' .... 7••· ~'~]*.,~.....-.' 
~--... ed: • ...-•. ~~,.···.!··· ~ 

. . ··~ ' - ·'. , . 
The paJTage of Ejlh,r inform• us. that thir 

jlflll., ia ~OCDD;lC~9ra,tiqn Pf, thfif d~iYcriDC»' 
(rom· the fiaqg~~r froJeClccl- by. H11..,. i~Aior 
'iiite~·th'c f"·n'P•ri, {of.locs] :~ . . oHaiN£1 

·tiiat it 4j~uld 'be kept ~od rellle~cci:I~J phe- · 
w!iole peopfe of ~e J~s at·~ .4~ ~ .... 
lif'th'c'jear.--The.dedic~tiop of tlle.altub, · 
{.u!ll.' a~,d hi~ ~~~t~r~n, ap~:the·~d··~ .• · · 
celebrauog that modeot from JCJr • Jcar,. •·• • 
raa ol the fame fo'rt, ~~ the ipfercoce C:OJIDIPQil-9 . 

Jj ~raw~ f~om hiftoriei ~, that -tb.~ Jiutifb .hU. .· 
·il~ colifequentJY the .ChTi.CHap church Ia_., tM.;.; 
~~i~J~ea.ofin the ac.udc~ . . . . , .,. : 

·~·But I YerJ1D'Dth' qae1Hon.the folidity of th~~ 
mfonmg ; · for ··b~rr lt'is · C:cin.Gdcrcd ·that :\ht · 
t'wmer fK ibtfe--feaft'S was ap~iJ\ted ~y Ejl ... 
~- ·'Mtiritdii • cm!y; it th~uld ·· rc~~- ·ih~c ·.tlls; · 
1~t&n'rlfhad··~~r.~· mudi io 4~, _in ... ~ · 
ia\ir-.tlfwrdauidf bas:ili ·the apP9iPtmetit~ 
.,.,. Jlltt~bol~·of.'NIIfJ. ·.'s~• .&Ia, .29th. ~C:.: 
u.l'boW mach that is, D)aj be fecn in th~ ~al ' 
.a. eX . padiUDenr rciatiog. to tboiC ·days, aod ' 
~. JQaj,&y's ·o~dtrs: fe' 'bc£v.rc;.. the,._ ~of; 
~Jcr.appoiatcd for chan. . . • · · .- ·: ·: .. :·· •"!t 

· - l ~ . 

t XXXIX. Articuli l.ccler •. An&li~ PIJ.· :c •. 
•·DIICcac;e, PI' jo7.: . . 

.... Fs~ J •. -, 

1 
I 
I 
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-~ ·2"k~r~y~~WlT 
. :.11-M,._ ... ~-~;.-.w., .... _. .•• 
-~h .th .. ~f,.;.,r..-. ~~ ~,.4fdl•..t. 
~~ v~ 59- bat h~-f~ QUI' d;ivioe. .. ~d- ~· 

, iul~y Mr. ~kbmart, . would admit either .fli 
tncfc to be the fenf~ 10 Which the Wl)r~ e$1U't}, 

il to be taken io- the zot.h atd~.l qnDQt . .­
.• a.~~ t~fay.~ "B~tb~ po..qofthccbur~h 
f'ayllotbe tea~ Mr.· 11'11it~, GDCI. of the 1atcii 
.tlbocatcsJ" to.dl:a= ritos- aod ocn=ine1Jlies, is. 
"'meant a' right· ip. the pdlors aQd'.g.ovcnlql&' 
.. thereof to ord_ain aod a.P.point fQch thiD.if',,fcJ. 
• bttJ ·ma~.ihrtJi,tiril] the ~¥ty Qft~ .t~!~ 
ct-·ro-<:onf(}mfto. them.•."· Which Mt !ffiu 
li'iafi mean e~cl~livcly. of :tb~ right.Jau·t~~ .. 
~ty df thtl civ.if powers~ ~r ~c; will not.,SF(dc:~t 
Of his adterfaries objel\'1ons-:: Aod it'Mi-: l.Pbit, 
Y.,ilJ not admiuhceU-il pl-'Wet;S ~ Ais tJ'1ipitfoa 
Mthe c.hnrc~·whicb.dea-ecs.rke$. and cere~ 
tics, ·.much· leG. wut''he' ,take· imo ic tbo, 'III/J,IIt· 
~,grrg61i•n, be(aqfc altat would· 1M: ~ ~ 
ihe enemies quart~r&J"er good;UJd ali-t. . 

Thcfc prceedcn•. tbcrcfom,. ue atitluw ··el 
~~..fgr·OUJlu,pptfc,.cxcpt..,._,,ftC!iore.: 



• 

• • • 6 

· ; llillf~riiooorv jGJtt,:· r~.p.. 

481til"'* the lltmdtirf paffage in·yo~Ht, -wMc~, . 
. ttwe:bwe Jt·io our rran1l~tion, inMIM 1111\blt. 
11/tif w& waiii.Ug ill &~,m,,·, porch -at·th~ titiic · 
.• the fteafl of the . (/ldit•tim and w&en .it was, 
winter; and from that· circumfiance ·our com-­
. mentators determine this to have beeil. the feaft: 
loftttated by the Maualms: for otberwife the 
.,nus .bad!divers .Ent4'nia, and the word x~c~. 
ioay · podibly d-enote onty. a · .flwm, as ia Aas. 
sx..u .. 2~.· 

Well-• but whar ~f this? -<._Why," fays DT •. 
Njchols, " this feaft was honoured· with 0,811 

'' LO,r4.'s ow_n prefence." . How honour!d ?, Di& 
~our ~or<f ,iOi~ in the c:elebr~tion ~fit, or in·:~ny. 
part 'of it? The context fa is riot a·w9id of that. 
{)ur. Lord hMt~~~rttl me)harifies with his pre-. 
'lerlce fo far as to eat wlth lOme of them~- It 1s. 
great Odds bot at fuch. a ti}De there might ~ · 
fome fl!6foing if tups and pl11ittrJ, &c • . But :wnt• 
it follow, that he did any honour to -t~e.u~ 
tions by his .Prefence ? · 
. . ~ I :. , , ~ . : . ;, 

.; ·-m. pldia tMh is,. ODI' bleAd· Lord"tMl:d(). 
esceptions to time~, places, or perfons, w~. 
wllcrc,and ampngwb~~.h~ · had a profpe4 of:· 

· dDioggood.; and I fbonld think that .Ca'Ofe not' 
~-ftoc:Jted :with meriu, which Wllnt. to draw· 
Jirihylfe·iHnce ·~d!i>ng ibe.JiWs,, at _a' ~tne when. 
gru.t oum bers. were a.IJe~bi toastlv:ft' i_, a 

.. ·•' E 6 WCCClo-



• 

· tP,.: f"kt !'~rt ff, &J i$f"(~l-tcfT 
' .. -~ j; w·n: ..... _..r.-;.. ._ 

·'i~t:.~·:·or· :· .. · ~~ ~~JOullmM.IIIWl 
fltCI. · A · .. ·<: _.: ,.· ~ . : · . i · . -- ~--·'-.:'!.1£ ·'I1!rnu ..... 

-: ~.a ·thlt tealid~tttiH ~tl~ i· a~fr~¥;' 
.... th! forte or •hat the pious and, learocCf~ 
bi4tefJ IJ.rad•bu.off&c:cf ib tic:ba!f of thtg cll\d-fe: 
iD the XXtb artklc.. wi&b.refp~tfto ~or Sa:tl:.: 
aur•s convcrfati(¥l.amoog_ the Jtfllt1 ~.h~J-e· li• certafolt ftreioed 1111 point to. fa:t~r ~"' 
c:hurcb~ abd" tliat is· by applying OO~.:Savjq~; 
ebfmratioD Mattb. niii. 1.J.-.Antl 1111 t• ~: 
H.jJ"tbi lfw. •tltntitorilll aJMI b.ffn- IUIIn"S fti., 

il• .· ., 
. ~- . .. . ~· 

. --." 
~ Par bW Lord iuberc. fpc:akinsof.1hcraiiti 

•f. tytt.ing .... ; ~:81iuutc.aod .u.bgaiicdt 'ai! 
t~ofc -artitlu-may fecm to. bt, aboet w.f'lich. di.: 
~arlf~·UICl·fcribcs were {o cu&; yet bad ditt· 
ao.ez:prefa. and ppfitivc law for tytbing theau/1,' 
Pl,llleJy, L..vit. xuii. 39-- And AL.I. t~l]thc.-J 

. tJ~ lund, :whtthtr D.[ thl /ttd if tiH l~ntl,_ M" f.~~ .. 
jhtitlftl. tt'tt, is tht Loan~ f . it is holy 1111to ·(hr 
&~~.· A c:afe widely dilfereot froDi · thilt ·of; 

• .ittr;a04b,#r illlllt•rs., of.wbidnht Jaw.d6lk~ 
ao meDJioo.. 

' ;·'(~ 

. ; ·Fo~ the rei), tllot tbis.e~lleoi pr~la~.h~.., 
wfth a'Vei!l of piely and. good fenre pecn!'tar ··\c,~ 
hUDM,:faid every thiag, th~· can~ ~4';FfU. 

•11''· · ;~ . •·. . . . . . ·' . · • _. t.11.T 

~-·lapoUiti~,. pal .. '91-: '". · ·· .. '.:•i.•::i.Ia ...,. 



• 

- -: -t~W-o~t-tiiO'&Okt~~r- t:ti 
Mit~~~; lOt at~s ena\til&~~~~ 

, ·luatan aatbority, yet hath he, upou the whoie. 
-~.~·-~tofit ~the D¥Jft:t~n'ble:tet.he. 
fid'ent dteumftanca of OQJ' ch'urdt_. a-.1'_.., 
J~fs fuch. a f-ICO~ ~Halt ~-witk ~ ~ 
~r;s-pofitiOot. _ .: . ) . . _ , ._. , . . . . . . :.. ~ " . ' . . .. ~ ...., 
'Hning~as I faid; ·m_rlerd;_o.ftp reNccF .. 1 

r. '· . • •• ,. • •. • , I. "'·' .... 

tht!o1Jeftncet:o( our c~~~I,.Wi~t ~·~ 
~~that fatisfaaion 1 very ~y ~~tfort. I. 
was io !lopes to~ with fomc n~ light from, 
)'Oar bdfuip'• diiCourfe 00 this ioterefiiog wb.-:t . 
,Fl J aod wu not a Jittlo difapP9inted when I 
famul...t• tcxt.q901ed by jour lor4Chlp.-&om 
. -llna ~ea-cot, aad 1Mt.1111 tiaa.~laC· Olti;l 
. .IJIMi•c 10-tbc ;"'~"_,_' of_ cxtaDil r~igiba : · 
.allfl _wb¥ -~ &*fasc·wiiNvaii-J08 bdaiip,:J~ 
llll DOW to ex~Qlipe. . ..... . . . 

, -y~r lo~dRUp,- h~viog obf~ ~at~: 
~~~'~' ~u~_QOc~fl~r? .~Qa0~~ -ft{1~., 

. ~'/it.cill ~()r~l~_l£.~the ~opts of ~oJ) Mt 
&I re)iJtoa- frooi·tOOI.. Sun4af. to,.IQet~·· ~­
Cceci'i_thui~- • - ·_ , . _ . _;• ~ 1 

_ ·~~t. ~~far. otlterwift under tlte_llw~. r,¥ 
~.-.vm:Js, ~~:p~tjiJ to the chJI4ren ~, ~Y..t-Hh-· 
~~~~ . .( '.~rJ t~tt," [yo~r: l,cJJcltbip~t 

· ws :tiA Y~. tliz; the day when the teo com.-
. .udmcDts were si11CA,:iD. J;f.r,J, whkil••u, 
<1-t~ ~ 



.2_34 f"Jt ·AIIars· ~Plliu'l'erttAF'l" 
---,;.G nJCitftt in the foTegoiag dl~ptec~ ..... 
an: t4e wrJJ ~re· refe&rcd .tot J C4 jha11 •. ;.;,.. 
'f .dliu IJIIITt. Ad th_., fotlli· tuch tb,,. dili~­
" ll!fllJ Wilt tJJ, cbil4rA, Qllll }/Mit 14/1 .[ thla 

~' whtn th#tt fi.tttft. if! ~~~ hwft, 1111tl -~ f"­
"walk!ft II] the WOJ., and when ,IHII 4i!fl 1/eM,. 
t.i and whtn tlxu riftJI•p.'• Deut. vi. 6, · 7·· To 
wlti,li ynur ~CJWp- f.qjo~: " Aad as they 
~ were: c::om•andai this, . fo. 'ti• obtioua. bow. 
'' IDIJdJ the ~tion of thd J.w 'Wll8. ~ ... 
"cd to dFc& JT, aoctlleop. ttligloa CRt ib-
" viJlw.'' 

ft was then ~ry itt, or at Iealt. very unw"iret, 
lone,' tt) abrogate that Jaw whofe conRitutiQn· 
was adapted to Co excellent a potpofe : But the 
troth is, !l!Y lord, the conftitotion of the 1nmf"· 
Jaw· was Juft as much adapted to ~lt the pc~ 

· fermana: of, or to keep in view the religion hero 
-~~ Qy Mlfn,. as- .t~ 111".{d aad· t~~.,81JlftiS iaa 

· t Compare:yerem. vii. 22, Zl· with 8xDtl.xix. ;, -
6. . TJa·right nweread aDd wertllt bllltop ,,.,, ift. 
.ll.il•~~--feca tile &if.#~ obfcuta the 
.. after Mojis had been the firft fOrty days with God 
" in the ·moan~ he brought nothing down ·bat die 
" . .,...o tahlos oftbo-Jilaral-law,.as if No o"'a.aa;laW'· 
-or bad.!ieen 'J'HU intended; but when he fp!Wld .d.-

. ·"' peoplc-orllippillg t'h~ gold,o calf, God feC.rn.,: 
.. .eth tbi. to have refbhted-to. klad ae-.,!Ji5b-~ a; 
... n.umber of religious rites and cetcmonie, •. io di~· 
... oppofition to U1e c:uftoms of lhc El.JJ.Ii411J1 '' ~· 

·pag •. 6z. · ... _., : ··~ . 



....• ~QNJt.-o~'JWil'm'.:·:· u~ 
, ..... -~!-..QltlreW.-~_.....,....,. 
.fR ur~r. .I~~ lQl; tba~~•cishuu 
~ rli~g~~JN,.m«'~U,f.d,a:.,we 
Ft(~~r.. ., 

. : . ' . . '. . - ' 
-_,: M~~ 1.a. tlie ,_two n.cxt. vetfC$ .fPCS ~- t~•·• 
Jlntl.tbdu ]halt Hnd ~hm~ for. a [zen MP~ thzlft h~ 
•nd. thiyjhall ht as .f~ntltts·b~n tbin1 «ps ;• 
flnlijlialt wriu them upon tht po/Js '{ tbbu·houj! 
n~ u10n thy gatu-. Now both thefrtqutflty ancf 
pr#itnity of 'thde tl!mujli' fignss make ja YICCJ 
~alit that the grtal and 'Mfpic.iuus parts of their 
seligiblr, the pullllc calls which they had br, the . 
~zuffo-, of' their· law, we~e aot' .!'dapeed -tO· 
tlftCa, what Mbfi~ in tlljs· palfag~ . wanted. ~ 
it&ve efft!Cted~ ·wz. obedieDCe to t~. moral Ia~ ·. . . . . .. 

For i.l is: to be :oMemcl ot tl\efe-.fign.r,' tMt 
!bey·w.eteoot! (like c:erelllaoaies- properlyfo cal­
Jed) J,wic r.p,rf~~UIItio,._ · kt the- precep~ 
t!acmfelsd oaeaRDfilii· iDr~ \thich it ii.. 
~.in )11'0(.Q of. time,. weAr aiNfccl ~· fb*:­
JJKpqfcs of fupcrftition t ~ aod when. that .time 
~&~DC,. aad tbcfc aatural and li~agk Malll ~cl, 
. ~ .JtJ t: ... - ' . . . I 

!:.,. fte-"rrrbbim fb aner:.tiJDes had made the{c fig. 
'flf~to: fome l't·~;i in fefpect ·or ~ell: 'o,ri-Jin.t. 
)Mlf~,-t!bat they etJjoiot>.d them to ~e written only.· 
iw~ btof charaCter. ~·- AJ Ph.JiaOtrillfS Schtd• 
'- /ft;f;~Mzfel-·'/,a,~.ali61 1uam AjfirilteDJ cllara(Jtm u-, 
.qlif'j: liltt, ;,;- lf!Jris .Vtrr~ jKr;s dt}tilmriis, l[ttril 
lt:Wittllf''GrMh •ti c•nrtdi'lu,.,fiJ hisfolis~ .. &t;..Mait 
..;«u~ 1-Yal!•fii/SoT..A, pag. 970~. .. 
. ·:;·_ . IDC-· 



Ia'. ne~·-f.~ll~~r.r 
..... ~~W.~iauo~~­
,.;-.ltc;llli9. ~~-.... ~-··-­with other thiogs which bacl a mor~. ~ 
tmdenc:y to foch abufe. A faSidalt iotimatioat 
..._weald tbiokt to all fuaa times. of.thc io­••1«18 11&Wre ol' fuperftitiOo; . whidi_ .ciMIW. 
CllaRtf fld a:paiiedtl ol plain awl bfcful ... 
....._, iato ~-·'*mere aftmt~ 
aad hy~fy! ,_ J~ 

. . . •• . •. "l 

Y 1hootd"h"e·thQuyJ\t,· ilidee~ ~ ~~{ 
were fome esprefiiOns iD- this P.affage 4tcd _bJ, 
jour lordthip, that· might have kept any ~~ 
60t of this miftake, and prevented his .COil! 

fctuodlag _the .Wfr-tls. thore fp9ke8 Or, W.~'~ ~·: 
i1Jwl1 o'£ · tlie urmunial Ia,."; which laner ·it.' 
(urely wu . never intended ·that fathers :l~tcl:' 
,uftC:rs · of families lhould teach .. their- hOUfi.. 
holds , . TlaiJ klad ~-tathinras- tile rOle pn.. 
~t:UJd.dllt)lof-.tbo P~-wbo ~ 
~ c:o11..UW. te\-tcac:b..aay ~~-~c~- fllllfa; 
. ' -' ·. . _ .. ~u. .. 
~"·- ~ .. . · .. , ~ 

l 



":"".f.f/:ei-Ai0uo'iv1~.&J,.~;· . · rJt/ 
61o,:U~if~.e. :trillde tb'fs ~1-;i •h!bS'/1 

:~me arulf'atnffiar iigns-fo mlldi t.hel~ 
i6!elliy; <. ·. . .. • . • .. 

,· ..... . .. ... 
. .:So that I YCrJ amch qocfiion whether JtMI' 

l6idtip 'couJd have fallea upon aoy ~ ia * Qlcl.Tdbullcot, wbicb rcla\tsac:all tD.JI:.t'. 
fM.jft't. that woold.Jsa,w bee-.Wsfuo_..,.a 
)oar lordfuip'~ argument. · 

· ... ~ut ,~9 pr_occed ; yoar lordlbip adds 1 "~d 
'~1 w_ii~out fim1Wb~t if this naturt. piety wll~ 
·~o~ laQguid even aJ:Rong the bettet . foit of 
· ~ Q;Jcdj and 'the worfi will go oa: qui&tlJ in~ 
c~u~oned coorfc. with fewer iattrrupf~ 
~!Tr~~ ·:wit.hin than. they wo\ll<l _have. w~~· ~'!~ 
~.~gtoas refi~Clions forud oftner ~pon thek 
-:Blinds, and confequenfly with lcrs prob,bilitJ 
u_ or their ameodmeD.t.'~ . pog, J6. . .. 

+"fttim· '*hat opcraticia cf txttrnol's oti tbe~hu;. 
Ala dod ~olit lordlhiy coDell's this : tbeo~ t 
c .. t prcCume tG fay; I, for my part, beline 
~t ~ ik.lJ :Of good lllCD llllf be JDiittaid 

~ ~ ~ ~edctached paiAp. !ldt fi;.: 
.....,.,. ..- _0/IW Ill is nlaabte perfbrmaare, where .,...._,._.(lltitfiaaioD ~ fi,!tlow Jhtfe1he-.t.; . 
........ 4t,f&..dtriliaa prieflha.lt to cfo· wi1ltC'ir~ 
-~ ....... i .. - hm-lbenct IMJ ,.~, 
- .:WHM. •IIM·fiiOPJietf be·~Odld ~~~~~ 
-.wi i•,..,.. .... ill,-riiiiiN ~~~··· .. ' '~ 
ta::~ ~-:# Ia 



·13B CJ"he Pillars. If PJ.I.ESTCR.AFT . , . 
' . ; - ' • ~ I , . ' : I '} ·; 

in'its vigour with <imy litt.', o~ this naque,i;~~ 
this I tun pretty ·fure of, that tf religions reflfC:. 
tioos muft be j~ra.J opoo the mind by ~:rtli:i*h, 
it Is not .a fmall fo'fltfD_hat J/ this nfllurt, that wiR 
·do i·he work. · 

But to f~k freely: tb.is method .of f"U/tt 
.religiool . rcfleaioos by ~trnnonits aod. ~tlnltl/ 
forms, I doubt, is Hark naught~ accordlog te 

yoQr)ordlhlp's .d<K\rine, it thould b.c OQC qolf 
gtiDd p~/i.;y, but wh.ltfomt tlifiiplin,. to fn-e~ ""' 
in E,gfa11d to come to church, and in Frt1m1 ~ 
go to 111t1fi; io both places for tbc fame: r~ 
namely becaufe the dHJ"eoters ( whofc obj~IP'\I 
io cere41Jooies .and outwar:d fotms .ace. t~ ~-
1o )?otb kingdoms) have not fi m•h of.c~ult 
·as is nutffo'1 t1 priferut a fi".ft aJ rtligitJ11 i!folf 
ttJon lht minas· iftht pttJpu. · · 

Aod yet,.my lord, tbe.~ty bcft of this~ 
bas ~eldom procluced·any tbiog better th~ .h~1 
potrlft t· Proba~ilitJ o! aQle~~~eot .~~r~ .~~ 
· ·. . . :lac 

~ t •• En Poitou. & en XaintOoge. ~. ies .~ 
:&. 1 s pillS lien· a, le' c.ou ps de .011. Ia terrev llrr~ 
'.~ inl\,lence· dll SoldAt fuivent • pres let prciD;.;~ 
"fommatioo' . .Par ce .. oyeo QD oe maDq~,p~,flfl 
".~1gner ~i!ucoup cJe gens. daPs.Qo_aede ~·fa­
~ ntable.devotion rl.l rare par.w-.4)a Jf~lf'M 
" mirerabl.e. Cea Mcffie•r• I• coovcrttlfcuq~JJ~Rt 
'' d't.fpr ~ ~r q'etie p~t~ c«?"~a.illi;IU CJ~tl~cflP 
... cbangemens fontfii•ts. lls voyeot que ces · noo-

•• YcaDX 



l~{.9_R_"f..Bf!~O~Y ~~(··. -~ 1;39-
~ .I~ttle_ ~-~·-~ 1wb~r~:rpen att~ rcJjai~. fp:-. 
~&,~~e~ mer~J;y _to ~!0\d p.uni~~t ~ e«:n{otr 

.-~ a~dlft. ao f.W.t religfd~ ·r~ 
.cbia way. -Bar perhaps :your·lord~1p ·might 
UIUD, that "firms and 11dt1'11.Js ha'e·in them'­
" fe1ft:s an inbcrmt aod oat ural 'tirfUe to fore~ 
~-:religioos -rdlcaions upon the mind; and to 

. _..,..,.. f*ty '8lld repentance upon the lieatt.w 
.Abd1this; ·iiMkcd,-1 fbouid have lhooght th.e 
iDore . ._ ... im£. of ~ur Joi'CU&tp'• words. 
iad·ir not been that I thooght it alfo the lefs ,._lb1c of ttic two, btcauf~ it ~ill ~ impo!­
:Ne-to prove tflis to be true of ,., fort of forms 
4ilf. not•df tntDiblr ; ·and what a door this will" 
..,... toi ·aU· maooer of foperfirriOD · and even 
....,.,.JI!Ia1it4t' edl~ conceifcd,. :· tt--~ng. 

~ ~ux mnvertis ne wmt a Ia Meffe pour pfGpart qaie 
·~ Je .~ins Cia.>ila peuvent, qu'il f,at les ijitr & les 

:'& .,~~nr, fi on veac qa'jl y atnllent.-Ne voili·t-il 
.~u dc6iBfvnApohli'!'Ml .. k. •c. BA-Y~.• 
&Wt~ ,.,. ,, r f!i.Aur#. «• ~11)· ~~t Mr. 
'Jffjift!\i~r_g, ·"""'· 1- kt. Vlll. pag. \34-o t H·-~ 
W-L.ve-ocular tellimony or the good clf'em offorcr•r 
tdigious reBellions upon the mind by ~he means of 
.cXIImal religion ; anct as- tWo (and'dlefal!le' will hold 

, -~of ot~r. fyftema)·an to be t}nufi,oM'~ ere~ 
cuallave eve o thefe· df'etb, may we net JUftly co.a• 
·Hf4~ ttiat'forms l\ave flat-.rai!J no }orct or efficacy ol 
daeft own to dif pok. the mimi to rdigi®? . · 
~ •-T~ profile aatm-e of ,,,,,.,aJs is rcple!eoted ~ 
M11~:in-the CMClfent bith.p Ekuw""sJcuer.to a• 
liliMra.-i"if thijtirif6 ·.J'~t. Aridrcw~• .Holqo~.• 
·~;~Nfdit'$','·7~;,~, I . J ' . • '• " 
....... ,, ,) , ,; -!•. •• . •: • . • . ia-

·~L't:~tt . 



•-to 'lie .:Pillars. of P~u.~q&trr 
. ind~ .the_v~ry _principle _on whi~~J~ .fN?~ 
jtlfttft · the adoration. oE Jmaa~ .. · -ll9l lirid~ 
c~c~ thlli do we get clca of;tlafs-'-· kiacl':o& 
_force.; for if 1_;cl1rnah hue ta~ vic'tuc .t~TM 
r1lig;,., rljklli11s1 &c. it mnft be riglat co,~ 
pel thofc who are indifpofed to fas:h rdlctlio~ . 
tO aUeod tbcfe memorials; aod if, as ]lOUr." lOI'd-;. 
lhil' hal! ob(crYcd,. the people &n:Jlow in ·getlld:d 
nfglignrt in their a1Seadana, I ·do lJOt- ·fed- .t.cfttt 
c:~m,ppijlon of fomc kind cap be al!llidcd~.. :. . , .: 1 

'"\ 

But loft~~ ¢ c.oojca~Jri,Dg ltl!lW Jt1>Qt -*clot\ 
~ip. w~nud ex pia~ this matter coaJit\oallylllllidlll 
pro~(4nt principles, I wil' bfg ~Yilt:~ 
lh.c verJ,cJijferent a~unts-,wc htntCiftlllc'~ 
giuiog ~ prosrcfs o{ rdjpa ~ ~ 
apo~les~ · .. . ..... ;-,,., . .-~ . . , ~,. 

H, Jbat e~mtth 11 GN mUjl klitwtGiii !;·is!.: 
.IIIIi tlut b1 ;, 11 rlfiJ~rlkr if tb1m tbtlt . ~~~~ 
_foil:,.,,, .:;&flt foklj ii ii' ~mp_'.(Jibli ~~ t'~~~ 
Gem. H•. xi. · 6~ . . · . . __ .. -'~t·· .: .• 

. ' - .. ~--~ · I,_ 



: ·•nJ·Oit"ia~ixv }iMIIn~ .. l_ft 
~'tri!i, ·'plliimt~, giali~,fi~ · lmth"P/i;ndi.;fl •. ~ 
NitiiJ; Pi~ if tht.fo tbingi; fays the aponle,P~Ir ... 
•• ; •. ,, allfl il/mpuJ, tiJt'J malt 1;/llftitlurharrtti 
.,._,,.,;if,.1 in the ln.u-ltdg·, if Dur. LDrd ]1~us, 
Cwau~ ; that .is, they .perfeCl . and com _plate. 
~ut ~l~ion. l Ptt. ~· 5, ;&t;. . . . t 

: :tlut-llfe -not f4rms ~ l:rltmkts •neceffary · ·te · 

nmiecMhc people of thefe tbidgs·? ·1 'fhotil<f 
think n0ba1·eyutther than hearing the w~rd' 
of God may be fo catted. If more was necetra­
ryiller&J'*Is·1ptea"feiy-;be ·pta'te .-h~·re · Pit,._ 
MNicl ha.e · ieferted • his · ritual• ;· for in this· 

! ~flU he ·ill #ltinl'fl;u,.;,g··thadrls readers: 
' . ..., ;e\rtw ,,.. 1bntt~ ohu.Jt· m mtml1"o"r.ci, 
-1!{1# his flltNi[~- .tJ. 1-5. a~d -yet.nothing appears ' 
: .cf·thefe etideaYditr~ ~fides his religious e~h~r-
; 1uiou tnd inft!oAioDJ in tbefe. two· e_i,ifUc:s. · · 
i 4" • . •• \; • ~ • • 

1 ~'th.l~-ex~nal 1lljd1sare'in fome cafes ufefdl, 
\ anifiiiO!Iiers deceifary, ·to remind ·us·'of"our. 
\ .ebriftiaa duty .and -devotion, ·is true _enough~. 
I. -I•(< -.. • • •· • • . ·. . • 

. • ~· JtOt ••ly OJOitted hi& ·llitual MN.-IIiar a~· 
~ ,.~'''farjot .to leaace it·bc:IU.MI ~~: fJ»~ ·~· 

p,.,.ipit. tbeiilft!lvn c:oGld neYer recoyer more.pf .h1a 
ifJ than the Lord'• l'rayer. NMill j ·i• "b-et ~tJ11t: 

PLATllfA, fpeakiag of tlle cereiDOIIiel or dae" 
l$ ,._'Rf'.!" ,!.~;~itif~ tr_~·&iU!fl'• ,~ .. ..,. 

! ltli:il~ilt, lr•ti.irl Pater ooac:r. IIJIII ~·· 
~._,.,..,t" .... h .... ~ ... &c. -f.1t. Sr.rr\ !f. A 

· ... whJch pnMCft.taca a.owcihavc aaba bla aao· 
..... u. *Ibt 



.r4z 'Ihe Pn.t~ ifPutsi-cR'Ar"T 
crhe hiatJms declare tht g4rJ of G og•. itrii/ tiM 
firma.mmt theweth h!s bruwly·J,Wrl. PJ. xix.. '1'0 
excite us to partkular ~s of charity~ it is. fome• 
times neceffary we 1hould sJ!x that Dllr brt~tl:er 

htlth nmi. But when: a mao i~ blind and d­
to tbefe aaturaJ. and familiar admonitions, the!(l: 
is, I doub_..t, but little hopes of his.bccomigg 61 
U:·a fwideofiow and chatitahlc.oo the;figM -t 
•. &.htP''h• .evc:o.. of t.. &llthi.Jr.l. \& .temple .._._ 
with hao4s, an.d.where,_if the.~ 

. ~.1 Get• WC· UoW the Moll High_ d,..oUetb ~ 
i!l-llPY hlg}.la:far.(q tlla,a ·he ~ .i4 .a.et 
places wber~ two « dRe are ptha'e4_ ~ 
·•do. Ills D&JDe~· • · • " 

~ ~ ... -.. . 

· · It was, we may well fopPc>fc, fom~ ~ 
rations fuggdle:d .,.V ·thefc and the ~ ~­
of SCripture, which gave occafioo, cc il!l ~ . 
·u.aps of the church, ~o the care of_ r~~ ~~ 
'~ JDeB to drt~w th~ people off from la~~-

•" 8feat wc;ight upoa nttm.J thiogs; U~/~b ! 

. cc tlllll a& of piety •" and for this we,· ~Of! 
lordSUft allo\vt, there hGt beeb,f,. tilt ~~ 
OCG~oa.· B~, your lordfhip goes _ _'o~~ tf, 
" fiate of matters is quite changed now '"whh 
'' us.. Thefe [ nrttr•al] tbillll ............. 10 
" a degree, which is, . and cannot; ~ "-Jll­
.- tended with a decay .of~ lbat·~ P,.." ' . 

' • f : •• • . .. ,} : I 

Strange 



. · .. Straage. aed mifer.tble reverfe of th:ngs ! . 
!What was. a reafoaable care in t111Jjl agu o'f the 
cbriftiao t.hurch, and for wtlich thefe has bten· 
for tht 11111/J part occalion ; aed a care too, as it. 
painlJ appears, excited by the very genius arul 
fpjril of tbe sofpcl of Chrifti is at length foper­
fcded ey a chaDge of whkh · we · have bad tto 
•a~raiog,. nor had aoy reafon to expea ; and it 
u.aew bctame higbl] JiafonaiJit to 14, the weight 
.,.. ~ ruzj.ukman .badraJI along· toltll it 
11.-t" hi&WJ fcafonable Now to iufin& ahe­
f~rfi:Oilelo.t:hcimpo~UD(Cofateroal tdigioa.,. 

.,~. thcn'die ~pel· of .Chrla fo. kkle llld 
changeable, that it•s provi1ioos and expedients 
of ct~J life may be accoaamcxl_atcd. like bu-. • ..... r . . . . . . 
~ ,P.?ltticks, to. the b~mo~rs and_ interdls of 

1tt;Ji,. f~thle(s . and ~rverfe g~nml&ion ? . Nq, 
~~~~ the ~cans of falvatipn thro' Clvifl 
~lti.e' .thc;if .ever.·l?ldfed aathor, tiMJallll '~'f 
~~ t1 tlaJ,. _,;.fir rotr •... O{b~r fflllll/tl!• 
~."' 1II/J1I JtJ1• th~t". is. Jtlitl +· If in lliiJ .ftate 
~·~: ~'hr'flli~· ch.ur~h it was reafonabte to d~ 
~e the htgtarlj tltmtnts_ of cJterna1 religion,. 
ft.i.'jan as'reafon_abl~ at this verJ bo11r. 
1J• Jl _, ' f.l,. il I • .. . ' . . 

OJ fiPir*-l.t ·t·w-from fixirig upoo your lar.t­
•J" ..,.'aD idn!!adon, that the care -of 

· ·.hUi··A '): .:,· •. 
• Hclj). xiii. 8. t 1 Cor. ill. u. 
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m(ow& men aboYe meatiooed bath io any de­
gree contri~uted tottbe tl«tiJ '.{ •11-tbtJI.is K*­
y ct C.tdy your lordfhip fhoold haft apprtred 
111 here, how this tl«aJ and this •~tkll ·amc 
in company together ; and ._hat d~pendamce they 
have upon each other: your ·Jordfbfp's filence 
00 tliw head you will give me Uave 1oi"upply, 

_ from {oaae memoirt of a very good judge of 
fach matters. 

-" I bne em--etlttmed oat' reformation from · 
" popery a grht work, and blefa God fCR' it 

. n daily; and yet I am f6metimes ·apt to call. 
cc Come of_ tbofe, who had the title of reformers 
,; ( efPeci3lly of the- latier fcts in .queen .£/iza-, 
" kth's time) very littk men ; and think_ ·tiN, 
ic rather a~rcrvc the charaacr of refor~ .. 
Cl WhO JaJ:>ourcd, &t the ex pence Of their ale 
"and fubliftence, . aqd fometimes of their rwes., 
•• to convince the natipo tbat, ai cluiRians and 
" proteftaats, we ~ad common principles ao4 
.-. precedetltS enoujh. in the New Tcilalllea't. 
,, upon which to unit~ and to dify each other •. 
"without having recourfe to idle and uoaetcf-. 
11 faty hu-man inventions. , TheCc_ men CouJcl 
" hardly ever obtaui an equitable or evea a pa• 
" &icot beariog from· the peOple ill power; .WJao 
" .Dever, cbat 1 caD lcam, gne ioy betterJ'ellfQe,. 
'' for Dot takiaJ cbe c:oarfe rccomaeadccl to 

. cs t'bcla, 
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..,'.them:..~ tha,t ~·~ ,tbefe outward circnmflam­
c'-ees We$C indUfe"f~t t!Ungs,a~d..th~t theyhad 

. c' _.,.;_, te do AS tbtJ pleaJ.IIi about tll~ ... 

:·" La~er ;~ges have' had the adyaritage of ad­
" ding to this weighty a_rgument, thfl.t of long 
"RDIJtJiion ;. and w~~t -is there that humm 
l• authority and ~ntiquity toge~he-r, h~ve not . 

" coined into religion.? A ad thus it -is, t~t our 
'' 1Jiter1111/s bave been blown up fo fa£ beyond 
'~ their. &)atural fue and 4gnificaoce i and have 
"·ro ·l90g taken place of better 'things, that we 
•' fecm to have forgot where we began ; and 
u' -moft of llS are as much at a lofs in this age for 
.. tru~ religion ~s· ever. But tho' tl:iefe piec~s 
u .of antiquity will do little for OJr annmon. 
"' .. people, who {eem, indeed, of late to care as 
'"'.lit~~ foc them as wifer men; yet they wiiJ 
u Gill do for one fort amoog us ; They will fave 
·~ them a great deal of trouble, and p.;rhaps 
'' fomething dfe, wbic.h they migllt otherwife 
n (uA:ain by bciog put in~to G.~ laborious c_ourfe 
u of reforming and edifying the pc<>ple com­
" mitted to their care, by the toilfotne methods 
n of the gofpet. Let you 31ld I be filent, and 
u make as good a tlWft with them as we ca11 ; 
n for, arrure yourfelf, we fhall bave nothing 

• . ¥ter iil this ~ge • ." · 

=~ ,i'rnm a private L.c:tcr ~i tt~n. 17 3 '! .• 
· -l'OL. IV. G Whether 
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Whether this account of the tlteoJ of all tbat 
is good, or your lordlhip's has more of truth 
and teafon in it, mufi be left to the judgmeat 
of the· public .; in the_ ~ea~ -t~, permit me 
hnmbly to reprefent to yoor lordlhip, that, io 
our prefeilt circumfiances, J. It is not feafon­
able to intlrofr the people in the importance of 
e:lltt,·na/ religion ; and, wer~ it feafonable, that 
2. It is not praaicable to revive any greater 
reverence for our own external religion, than it 
has at pre~ent, by any fort of inflruflion what­
ever. 

I. Infiruelion in the importance of external 
rf;ligion is not feafonable. That papery is gain· 
ing ground upon us daily, is a matter of faa 
attefied by very con.fiderable witneffes. Befides 
othc.cs .of no obfcore efiimation in the world, 
an eminent and leading prelate * hath on two 
public occa.fions, one in Ii45• and the other 
I 7 so, _given the nation warning of it: What the 
con(cquence of this may, and if it goes on, muLl: 
be, is eafily apprehended. "Every heart alie­
c• nated from the prottjlont, religion (to ufe the 
u words of the fame judicious bilhop with a 
" little variation J carries•otr with it a pair of 

• Bp. SINrloclt in hh fermon on the late rt.he/Ji•"• 
and in his Jette. to the clergy and people of Londn 
arid Wd'o,injler,ul'onoccafionofthc l.ateearthqu~kes. _ 

· 2 u hagds 

l 
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'"' hands from the defence ef our gracious king 
'' and his government t.'' -

I will not fay but there may be ditferenr ways 
of accounting for this increafe of popery ; but 
of this I am certain, that there is not an argu­
ment for it, which can be fuppofed to ioftuence 
our common people, that does not derive Jt's 
weight from the 'Ualue and imparta11a of external 
rtligi~n. 

And this deferves to be confidered by 11s o( 

the church of E,g/ond fo much the rather, as 

the diffenters affirm " that the converts to po· 
" pery are gathered from our church by tholl­
" fonds, whereas it is hardly ever known tbat 

" '"' is gained from them • ." 

When 1 firft met with this i~terefiing fall:, 
I bethought me of coofulting Mr. White's de­
fence to fee what confolati n might be bad from 
t~at: and his anfwer, which is remarkable, I 
fhall now_ fet down, as greally to my prefent 
purpofe. 

- This gentleman having intimated, " that the 

"foggdlion may be groundlefs, or, if true, may 

t Thankfgiving fermon before the commons, 
Jum 7, 1716. 

• Difi"enting genllemao's 1ft ayfy.er to Mr.11'liu's 
Jette as, pag. 1 z.. 

G:& "be 
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"be·well accounted for by the difproportion ja 
" the numbers belonging to each party ;'' goes 
OD thus : " Andif more, in proponion to the 
" number of each, have been gained from 
*' amo.ng.ft us, the reafon why .is not t/Jat which 
" be has fuege.l\(d [vi2;. the tDJI(tjfons ;, ~tb. 
"ort.ic)e if Dur eh.ureh] but another, even the . 
"multitude of feels that are among us. We;. 
4' for the moft part, are tdt«ated and i'!Jir~tOtd 
" in juft notions of the natwt, u"ifJ and e~mm•­
" 11i111 of the .catho\kk church, maintained ia 
~• the church of E,ngland, and of the great IM­
u J'.Oll'I',UICE and .NECESSITY thereof; while 

I 

" their people <\J:t, generally, fo iofupUed, ~· 
'~ to have no kind of notion of thef!= JD~ter.s, or • 
"' if·any, it is only of the no~nccelfJoty,.or rat4ef, 
" the iofigni.ficancy thereof. And hence it is 
" natural for 1ur ptopk to be more eafily fcan­
" dalized at thofe fchif~n;s and di:v.ifions which 
" they fee among. us, and more fufceptible of 
" impreffions from the artful inli.ouations of 
'' .Romi/h emHfar1es co.ncern\ng them • . This ia 
•• far more like than that he affigns to be the 
"true reafoo that more converts •," &c. · 

See here, my lord, the di(J'eoter's charge nQt 
only coofelfed, but dearly made out by this 
acute advocatefor the church of Engla11d !-

• 1Jl Defence, pag.-a6. 

"Far 
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• F11r m1Jr-1lil1 ?" Why, is ir notth~ veryf.unc, . 
eoly pulhed more home, and cxeinplUied in 
plainer and' fironger terms ?~Thedia"rch <1£ 
England cla;m5 a power to decree rites or cere· 
monies, and authority in controverues of faith, 
and thereupon founds the NEclssiTY and IM'­

,oa T ANCE of unity and commm1ion·with her.·­
-Here the Romanijt ·firikes in and -fays, "Aye. 
" but tbe church-of Englo.'td does nor pretend 
" to be the €athcli<k churcb, and confequent-ly 
~' can mainrain no fuch claim. The catholick 
~ church is With' us:, and ttS only, aed it is theri 
" that you mufi look for -the nm.flity and impor­
"" 1a11ct of unity and communion." 

· lt ,,; tt .. ; • .,ro .. ., r.,r the h011our of the church 
of England, ·to obferve that Ote gives none of her 
members any fuch n3tioi1s of unity and commu­
~ioo as Mr. Whitt prctends. Shct acknow·ledges 
and prays for all as memb~rs of . the catholick 
church~ who' :cc call themfelves" chrifiians. and. 
" hold the faith in unity of SPIR.I'l' i'o the' bond 
~c·of _pl:ace and in rightroufoefs of life." · The 
'9iuble church of Chrifi, lhe defines [att. xix.] 
to be " a congregation of faithful men, ia the 
" whicb·the pore word of God is preached, and 
c' the facraments"be duly miniftered according 
" to ChrH\'s ordinance, in all thore tbings that· 
" of nntjfity are requifite to the fame;., and · 
what is ,not "of neceffity reqnifite to the fame" 

G 3 ~c 

"1 
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lhe tells n!, art. xxxiv. 'lli'Z. the rites or ce~ 
monies of every particular or Mtional chard~ 
cc ordained only by MAN's AUTHORITY," 

Whatjujl llllumutow can the church of Ettt­
Jond give, confifiently with thefe her capital 
dochines, of the imporlonu, and more efpecial­
ly of the r.ta.IJity of communion with her, or 
with any other particular -or national church-.. 
where the peculiar diftinBioos are huma" rites. 
and ttrmuuries, or, in your lordfhip~s laogu3ge, 

firms and tKltr1111ls ? And how lhould her 
members who are jlifily edocated and inftruaed, 
be fcaodalized at divifions, at which the chnrrfl 
herfelf is not fcandalized ! For mv _own part, i" 
there u -y -- whu leaches Ol propagates IDJ 

fuch notions, as tend to create tho fcandal and 
{ufceptibility of Romijh inlinuations that Mr. 
lJ "b ·r, {peaks of, I am for having him. feverd]t 

cenfured as all u11found member of the chnrcb 
of EtrJ.Iantl. 

fn agreement with thefe de>arines and defi­
nidoos, it is abfolutely neceH'ary to uaderftanci 
the word ellurth in the xxth article. So Mr. 
R~g1rs undedlood it, namely for l'Dtry 111tmh1r If 
foiiJitl j11Jgtnnrt i11 tiN fom1 ; aad R1gws, writing 
under the wiog, and probably by the direllicm 
of Btm,.,fl (as high a churchman as ever pre­
fidcd ia it1 Ltlu excepted] was not likely to g~ 

,,~~w_. 

l 
I 
i 
·i 
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l.lnAJ the fenfe of the church in his-expofitioo r _ 
whatever fenfe may have been put upon the· 
words fince thofe days, concerning w~idl I think 
the churcli of England (much, I am afrai'd, tO' 

her lofs and detriment) has been-too filent and 
paffive. ' 

And here I cannot but ftop a while to co~· 
template the dexterity of our champions in 1hifc­
iag their ground, a~d changing .their -batteries • 
again£!: the dilfe.nter!. Heretofore it was pre..­
teoded that our feets were the fpawo of the ')t­
Juits, that Jtfoits bad been known to mill' among 
them, and- that many of their tenets were th-e 
f.1mc with thofe oOhat order of meq*, &t. But 
furely the Jifuits were viler politicians than or­
dinary m this mifapplicaridn of their craft; the 
feflarie!r, in vi-rtue.'of their education and in­
=ftrulHon it feems, have ftood their ground, ancl 
bid 'defiance to all their artifice; while the mcm .. 
bers of the church of England-But forbid it 
heaven that this lhould be the truth of th~ . 

• There ftems to be ad 1Jtclfnadon iw a .late -lcantr 
etl and fpirited writer, to lix·a charge of lhis nature 
upo~ th~ met~odifis [t'!;hujiafm Dj'tbt papilis andm~~ 
thoddls compared, part n. pag. 179. lo Jbe tnd} Whe<­
ther popery will thrive better in this t~N fett _m-an it 
lwdoneinthofe of longer ftanding, time mid\~ 
However, whanhisingenious author fays, about the 
middle of -pag. 17 8. is well worth remarking, and 
DOt foreign. to the cafe in hand. ' 

· G +: cafe;. 
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cue; and as Mr. Whit, himfelf, and more thaa 
he are difpofed to queruon the faa, may I with 
all deference to your lordlb.ip!s-bench humblf 
fuggefr, that this matter may be e:iamined to 
the bottom, and fatisfa.Bioo giYea to all b~ 
majefty's faithful -and affeCl:ionate fubjeds.; 
which may eafily be done by their lordfbips re­
quiriug punasal :mfwers to t-wo fhon queries, 
fent to the minifter and chur-chwardens of every 
.parilh. 'tJiz. '-• How many parfons in your pa~ 
rHh have bee!)-pe"ertc.d to popery within thefe 
laft: ·--years? aod- 2. How many of thofe Co 
perverted had been of the church of Ewgi.J. 
and how many of them protefiant ditrenter-. 
and of what de11.aminatioa ? But 

- - . 
. 2. I am afraid, my,lor-d, inftrnlHon in. th~ 
~pc)rtance of external religion would, at. this 
time, be unfeafooable on another a:ccount ; the 
people who- would mofr want thefe inilrulkioos, 
~r~ it is doubtful, uninfisnlkcd not only in the 
lmpwllln&l, bat in the-very principles of OIIJ rc:.­
ligion. The ignorance of our common people 
even in thofe· Rllgious matters which are eafieft 
·to underftand', as well as t~- remember, I mean 
the hiilorical paffage!t of the New Teftament, it. 
hardly to be concei.ved bf thofe who have not 
had fome particular occafion of conv.ediog with 
'them on thefe fubjefu; much Iefs do they know 
th~ faving truths o(the gofgel, and _the rerms of, 
l ctcrna.l 
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eternal l~fe grounded on that . hifiory ; would 
'your lordlhip have the infiniclion of this fort 
begin at the importante of externals in !~igion·~ 
Thefe at the befi are but ufeful_ or e'¥fying as 
_modes of expreffiog the faith and piety thl is 
al~~a~y in the heart: but what protcftan or 
chnfiaan ufe can they make of them:~~ to w om · 
externals have nothing to convey worth their 
having, and who have. nothing to · exprefs by 

, . their means ? But, . 

. 2. It is not pratlicable, I imagine, to revive 
any greater reverence for our ~Wnextemals, thaa' 
they have at p.refent, by any fort of infrru8ioa. 
For, 

1 ;) If the flrefs. of this infirucHon is~ to be · 
laid on the edifying. nature o(thc; things thcm­
felves, they have had their weight for a courfe­
of no lefs ·than two hundred years, and canna­
l'uraJ/y. make' no .fironger im preffions than they­
have done •• EYery argument has been ofrerec;l · 
in their behalf which the mofi ingenious an~ · 

learned men in the kingdom· could think of. 
And if it might be foppofed that nc:w arguments· 
and topics in thei-r favour could be found out; 
yet, if, as the hone!~· gentleman above quoted 
has remarked, thde exteraals are inconvenient 
and difgufiiog in the praClical part, thefe new 
arguments will be fo f.1r obfiJ:YCled in their ope• 
ution,. and fail in their elft.:Cl • 

. G 5 2.} 
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2 ) It will ~ remembere~ that there llav~ 
been men in our communion of e'lual judgment, 
•nd:r perhaps for the moft part, in equal num­
bers, who have been differently perfuaded con­
cerning the edification to be had frog~ our forms:. 
Neither will it be forget," that thefe very forms, 
com prized in the word, church, have giYen coun­
tenance and occafion to much diforder and ilt 
temperJand to much faCtion and fnry in the­
kingdom : and tho' this circumftance of itfe!f 
'fhould oe no argument againft the things them­
felves, yet it wiij be made one, and I doubt more· 

pains muft be taken to teach people to d!Jiin .. 
guijh in fuch cafes, than the clerg1 weU can~ 
or will be willing to fpare from other bufineft­
The intrigues of Cbarlts the fecoad's time, and· 
the ·inconfifteocy of the acfr of uniformity with< 
his two declarations, nothing can glofs over. A 
late fenfible afld !uffidently cautious writer,.. 
whom I have quoted above, has indt!ed ventured> 
to hint that the government at that time in mak­
ing this law had fome ftnft of incomJmit11m, and· 
were directed by confiderations of proprit11 
in the alterations they made in our fervice. Hi~ 
words are thefe: " At the time of the rcftora­
" 1ion of the church and monarchy-our Ji­
" turgy had been out of u(c, as well in private 
\c as in public alfemblies, almoft twenty years. 
•• Yet it is obfer~able, that nun tht11, the go-

. '' veroment 
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~- vernrnent was fo fe".ftble of tbe incurrunzimm 
" of any great alteration in forms ·which the 
" people had yet fome remembrance of, as to 
" think it prqper to dire~ the co.mmiffioners, 
" appointed to confider of thofe things, to avoid, 
" as much .!Is may be, wen (J/1 abbrt'fliatnvs that· 
'' thould be found necelfary • .'' 

· Here we fee the efiabliihment of fo muc" more 
than fome people hoped for, or, coniidering the 
declarations abovementioned, had good reafon· 
to hope for, is afcribed to fen.fibility and tendtr­
nifs for the people ; perhaps this writer may 

. belie•e fo, arid perfuade fome othen to be of: 

chat mind~ 

B~t however that be, the fheets of this paUl .. 
phlet w~rc fcarce dry from the prefs when aoo• 
ther made its appearance, in which the author· 
gives us leave to think very differently of this· 
matter. What he fays of the all of uni[ormil1 
~s as follows : " How thefe words• tu the- uje if, 
" came to be orpitted out of the exprefs form of 
" words that are ordered to be read in church 
" for a legal qualification, I cannot·. fay, nor. 
" whether they were oJPhted out of negleCl: or 
" by defign : but I own, it feems to me, when.. 
" I confider the humour of_ the times when that 

• Fr. and Imp. Confid. pag. S• 6,, 
G6 . uaar 

., 
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cc aa was made, that it was done with dtfigw; 
cc as a sNARE to oblige poor £o9fcientious mea 
4 ' who did llOt read the a8: of parliament at' 
"length, to give up their livings, rather.thaB' 
" declare thdr unfeigned atfent and confea~ -to· 
cc ~~ and every thing contaiacd ia tb1 hni -f 
" cDmmD71·praJer.~" 

. .Your lordlhi p here fees -two very dHfereat 
C?Pinions of the men and times when tbe DlJ 

tf'!nifDrmiJJ, which eflablilhes our prefent ex­
ternals, was made. If the opinion of the latter. 
is to be rigarded, all may not be right with the 
1xtenrall, t4emfelvcs in favour of which fuch a 
bafe and cruel artifice was projefled. It ·is tru~ 
the other gentleman would give us a different · 
idea o_f the difpofitioo aod councils of tbofe 
times; but why lbouldwc believe the one, rather 
than the other ? If, as f:ommOD fame Teports~ 
and the 1\eotleman himfelf intimates, the-eonfi­
deFer p\lliliflled his work tmder the wing Of 
authority; the other declares himfelf to be , 
nt1'1JIIltl11 'ifthl !flahlijhed church. And the ej[oy 
(peaks fuiiciently for his good fenfe and integri· 
ty. And, if be alfG may have the aid of com· 

• The a11thor fubjoins tbu note : " A11d- accord­
•• ingly there were 18oo perfons, that wae aCluall1 
•• deprived of their livings rather than fubmit to the 
•• terms prefcri}>ed-'' aud it is worth our notice, Je-
jri<lMd by llll ~brl'Viahill. · 

moo 
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mdtl fame, his ftatioo. in. the church- is io the 
bigheft rank~ 

Thek aae dUiimlties., mY lord, which, whe11 
&bey fall io a. clergyman's. way, will greatly ob~ 
fhull his inftruffions in the importance of ~~~r 
externals. Nor,, 

3--}Do·I appreliend'he will nave mucb. better 
fuccefs in ur-giog the authority. of the church. 
The time was indeed when. the language. of mo/1 
of our clergy was, Stir niJt a fiep 1ut Dj the- diretl 
paths '.[ th~ehurcht; an4 thtn.(:onfiderable·num .. 
bers of the people were inclinable enough to 
iften to them. Bllll the .Jiate if matttrs is· quite 
ch•nged witb-us IJIJUiiD this refpefr alfo;. and ma ... 
ny ~dents have intervened, which. will· pre­
~t our retreating into· thisjir()flgbfJid, or, how· 
cver,.our fortifying it into a tmable p4)1. 

The incomparable billi.op Burnet ia the dtdi­
UJti,, of the &bird volume of his hiftory of the 
r4~rmation,.printed· 17 I 5,.has·thefe remarkable 
words. "Your majefty, we truCl, is doligned 
'"'by Gon to ~~mpleat tho reformation itfelf; to 
" rtllifj w~at may. be yet omifs ; and to-foppt, 
41 what is -defttlive among us ; to oblige os to 
"' llve and to labour more fuitably _to our profcf-

't Memorial of the church o£ Eng'-.J, in Cole's 
4ctcaion, vot, iii. pag. Zf7• 

~.bon~ 
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... .fton ; and tixite tis more firmly among au­
" felves, to bury, and for ever to cxtinguilh the 
'~fears- of our relapfing again into pop~ry ; and 
., to efiablilh a confidence and correfpondence 
'' with the protefiant and reformed churches: 
'"abroad ... ,.. 

We have here thetefiimony ofq,, bilhophowr­
Httle expedient it was tC? adhere~ withoat devi­
ation, to the paths- of the church: About the 
fame time mflrt of them gave th::ir united opi-­
nion of the confequences of this doetrifle ofth~ 
memorifil to this effect: 

- " \Ve are the more concerned,_ &G.-becauk­
"fame who have valued themfelves, and have 
" been too much valued by others, for a pre· 
"·tended zeal for the cburch, have joined with• 
"papijls in thefe wicked attempts t." &c. 

Since this time it hath been obferved that our 
~rear churc_hmen io general haYe, greatly to· 
their honour, . laid afide much of this ignorant 
and impatient zeal of coatending to the utter­

'Dlofi for every appendage to the church of 
£,gland; they are known to be friends to tole­
ration, and to have more moderate and equitable 

,fentiments concerning fome particulars in our 

t The bifhops declaration teftifying their abhor-
. nncc uf r,bellioo, 1715. · 

prefent 

J 
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~ ec:clof..aical o&blill:~n, than· theiv 
mrefathers aprcffcct. 

In thefe eircumllances it WGuld IJe in vain for­
the inferior clergy to attempt to build any great: 
matters in favour of exttrnai religion upon ~zeal 
for ihe ch~Uch; accordingly that fpirit hath alfo· 
gready fubfided among them, and one perhaps. 
might go back Come years without finding any. 
thing of that furious kind in print,. which ofed' 
to· pe.fkr the public io.. the ~Y• of S~cht'fltreJ •. 

One thiag, in~ed,. my lord, there is· in aU; 
this, which.lfiodamnfes thinking people a good; 
lieet-: Siuce a departure from the paths if the· 
tiltrth i9, of late dayst, neither fo o1fenfive to-· 
ewch or jhde, as heretofore; bot on the con­
srary, may 'fUJ· well. be borne with ; it is won~ 

• So. I thought, when I wrote this •. But fauntering 
into a bookieller's fhop, not long after, the firft thing 
I laid my banda on was a pamphlet, written, as the 
title-page imports, by fomething of pr':foyttr, which 
on the firft. opening, .exhibited a charaaer of th; 
petitio11· to parliament from the city of BriJM~.in fa­
vour of a bill for the naturalization of foreign prote­
ftants, in the decent tfi!'DM of 1111 attemfl to fill tin 
rfllliM <with btxgarslllltl fihif•aJids. I am told the 
fappofed author i! an elderly man. What a miferable 
time mull he have bad with this teizing~ hungerftarv­
ed, folitary da:mon of Scbfm at his elbow fot the !aft 
{wenty or thirty years ?---But, ~a:.e·-·What n the 
proper rc;llgioas appellation. of an Englifh proteJlan.l 
ef our national c:b!Kth at Ge11will 

dmd • • ...,. I 
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dered what fhould hinder a free and implrliar 
inquiry whether the taths of the church· are 
really fct tlirtll as to admit of no jofl: ameod­
inent, an-d efpeciilUy as fo~ fnggeftioos to the 
contrary hue been offered'to the public:, wbldl 
appear to many pious and judicious members of 
the dlablifhcd church to have gre~at weigh"l, 
anct will, I apprehc_nd, be another means of 
:rendering ineffeauai our inflruaions~in the im­
pDrtllnCI of exttrnal rdigiDfl, as it· is circum~ 
.fianced in our church at this time. 

For- my own part, ·my lord, I am-firmly· ~r· 
fuaded that:if every' thing · be abfolotely right 
ia the church of,Eng/11nd; our fo~fathers aaed 
not only more wifely, but mOM righteou4ly thaa 
we, in comptlling poople to come into ·Jrer, and 
ill diflrelling tbofe w~?o would not : On this fop.-. 
polition, aU who deviate from the church, devi­
ate from the word ; of God (for that is the.­
chnrch's rule). and · ought on no account to bO 
tolerated. But if tb'er.e-is. any conGderable room 
for amendment 'and alrera-tioo for the better, we 
:ire, upon our own priiici pies of pr~vi"l oil thi r g J 

1J1 tbt word of God, evidently: condemned ; fiir­
rlng, in faa and inpralliu, nt~t· ajltp Dut t~f th1 
paths of tbt· church, even wbilfi · the mo(l of us 
perhaps are confcious that fome of thefe paths 
are far from being fo Jirttl'aS the appliaation o~ 
eur great rule would' make them. 
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ln-the1ear 1718, .when the bill repealing the 

ll«1fo•11l and fchifm llt1s was in debate, bifuop 
KI1Ufd defined the church of Engla11tl to be, f 
ftript~~ral iaftilatim .pm 11 l'llll glahlifomtnt • :· 
with which . .defiohien I have always been c»­
tremely pleafe4-, and at tbe fame tilpe extre~lJ 
defirous to have it verified. 

Concerning the legality of the efiabliiliment,_ 
there is not, nor can. be, any difl'utc; ;_ It 'Y~ 
adinit of no controllCrfy amang thofe who hoi&. 
all their civil rights and privileges under .. the 
fame authority w b~h efiablilhes the church~. tlu: 
quefiion upon whicm.we are chidly diYidet4 has. 
been coacer.niog tbe ftriptul al io/Jitutiv.n. 4. 
·point, w hich:a. in reverence to an higller Jegi.lla.­
lllre, &o~ld · certainl:~ · among protei\a~ bit 
equaily. clear: If this matter is cot yet fu.llicico~ 
Jy decided in our favour t, it is by no me-ans- . 
opedient to-tdt it for. grant IIi, or to confider it 
in the light of a pM1lt of hm811r, fioce·by.focla 
indolencoe, or fuch arrogaoae, vie are lofiog the · 
mofi valuable advantages and benefits of oqr 

•fiablUhment ; the true original end of which. 
vndoabted'Jy is, the edification of the peogle Qf. 

• <fiutJI's Continuation, ltvo. vol •. xxvii.pag• Z4CY. · 

t Whether it is or not, we may fornt fo.me judg­
ment, perhaps,.by the contro•erfy between Dr. Ni­
~ws aRd Ml'. Pi1,u,- and more latt-ly between Mr. 
II 'bill and the iijf1.11ting gmtltll!llll, &c; &t:. 
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God, worlhipping him with one heart and ~it&" 
one mouth : nor can we enr be joftly vindicat­
ed, by barely conniving at, and permitting the­
ft paration of {o many of our chrHlian brethren, 
•poo fcruples fo imp.rtant to them, ancf, as we­
are oftentimes dri'fcn. to ~afefs, fo little impqr­
tont to us. 

cc Wnere-unity and peace are difregarded',. 
•• devotion mull: be fo teo, as it were by natural­
" confe-quence t :" and difregarded out of all' 
Cfoubt they are, whilft we fuffer it to remain a­
'ludlion (which has fome undeniable probabi· 
1tties again{\ us) wh17Ttt and /J'I fubom the offmu· 
<Hmttb. If tbat may noe-·be eltarly determined' 

fly tbe word of God·, lt wltl nor be very caiy 
to afcertain the groondlt upon which fo (evere­
a WO, is denounced· :rgatnft the c5ffeaaer. 

So that; my lord·, In whatever light we con:. 

lder this fubje8, it is neither feafonahle no't­
expedic:nt, nor at all conducive to revive prac­
tical religion in the hearts of our people, t~ 

t I have bonpwed thefe words from the t 7th page 
ef a fermon preached at Halifax in. r,,J.fbin, July 
1 is 1, by ]11b11 Wat/o11 A. M. fellow of Br•fin Noft 
college in Oifml and curate of Htllif~ZX: wtiich if 
auy man, who bas fixpence to fpare, will purchafe.­
perufe, and lay to heart,. be will lay Olll· his time and 
his money very well •. 
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preadl up tM impwlt~~~tt of t:tt1rr.als in general, 
or of our own in particular. 

The imp1rta11ct of txtmtal r1/igiM is the grand 
engine of the papUb, which dwy play with the 

- greate.fi effeCt upon our common people, who 
are always foondl taken alld infnared by fir, 
and jhtW ; and, fo far as we concur with them 
In the pfin~iple, we are doing thei~ work, ftnce­
if ~xteraals, as fuch, are importiJ.'It, the plain. 
nator:1l confeqaeace is, tbt mart ¢ thu!' tiM 
}utur. 

, On another haQd. our .adwcate1 for tht 
c;hurch obferve and dedare, " tbat oar c;ontro­
" verfy with the protefiut dilfencua is DOt 

" about m.ltters if faith, fer they fubfcribc the­
" fame articles of faith that we do ,.. coofe. 
.quently the difpute i-s about txtnnllls and forms • 
a ad to iofiruc!l: the people iu the imp~rt•nu of­
our own pm;~fillr modts, as difiiofi from, and CX• 

cluftve of any other, is to widen this breach, and 
weaken the protefiant intereO: Ibis way too; and· 
aot to re"live pr.aakal religion, but to foment 
and ioflame contentioo, ud every evil work. 

In the aext place, the exceHent author of 
abe 1fo1 tn1 Jpirit fays, that " :a man who fab­
"' kribes only for peace fake, and the prefcrva­
v lion. of the outward for .au offociety, may, for. 

'' pru.• 
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,, prudential reafons,. hondlly fubfcribe amr 
11 fubmit to tht •ft of "'" efiablilhcd form; 
" though he, in ~is own private opi~ion, may 

· •~ think llnfllhtr to be better!' There is, my 
lord, great rcafoa to belieYe, that the hone-ft 
and thinking fubfcribers among the· clergy of 
the church' of" Englaml are, many of tliem, in 
thefe circumfiances. With what heart and 
oonfcieoce can thefe men fer about· inllrufling 
the people in the impsrtaner of any thing which 
·tncy believe to be oot;fo edifying as fomething 
clfe in the room of it w9uld be l 

Upon the whore, tfiar- a- praaical fcofe of 
religion is at a very low ~ebb· among all ranU 
of our people, I very readfly agree with your 
Jordfhip·; tli.tt this matter ought to be very 
ferioully confrdered by· chrillian minifiers of 
_au orders and degrees, none will deny ; whe~ 
ther the methocf pointed· out ISy you~ lordlhip· 
in thiS part of your cllarge, fs fo ~lik'ety to re• 
vive either the credit or the. influence of reti:. 
gion, as ibme ot-her mettiods defcribed arid ·en~ 
jOined in St. Paufs charges to <Jimothy and' 
Titus, or whether indeed your lordlhip's me~· 
thod is at all proper for the purpofe in ·our 
prefc:nt fituation,-....:.and lafily, wlietlier our 
externals iil religion, and' the circumrtanccsj, 
ap.eendages, and conditions reliltiog . to them,. 

do.-
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.tlo not rath.er obflrua, than forward true 
,.chrifiian edification, is freely fobmittcd to the 
judgment of the ferious, difinterefted, and 
·impartial part of the public, and moft humb­
ly reco~nded to your .lordfuip's fec®d 
thoughts, by, 

M, Lon(, 

nur Lmlfoi( s 

.1114jJ rifpt!ilful Strtlllflt, &c. 
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IN the 12.th page of this. charge ~our lordlhip 
fpeaks of the Jaw if vzrlu wrztli11 uptm 111r 

h(arts, as a topic proper to be infified on by 
the clergx from the pulpits by which, I fup­
pofe. your lordfuip may mean what is cotnQlOD• 

. 1y called the law, or the religion of natllre. Now, 
my lord, if there is really fuch a law fllrittlll ;,. 

I'V"J man's heart, will it not dearly follow, that 
religion may, and indeed mufi be prefervcd 
among mankJnd, whether there is any DlttfiJttrJ 

t~rm of it, or not l · 

I lhould think too, that, whatever becomes 
of externtll forms in religion, it greatly concern~ 
your lordfuip, that this dotl:rine of a natural law 
fuould be, not only true in a philo(ophical 
theory, but birly exemplified in a practical 
fyfiem, viGble and intelligible to the whole 
world; your lordlhip having -exprelly affcrted 
elfewherc, that " if in reue/.;tion tpere be found _ 
"any pojfoges, the fleming meaning of which is 
" contrary to natural religi?n, we may mofl cer­
" tainly conclude, that fuch jt1ming meaning is 
" not the real one t." But who can pqffibly 
conclud.e thus, till he has a mQ}I certain fyfiem 

t Ep. B~~tl.r,s Analogy, fag. 160. 
of 
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..r natural reli&ion to ..interpret thefe finni"l 
aupiogs. hJ ? 

The firft t~me I took particular notic~ of this 
~· was· ia a coatrMerfia1 pamphlet up(m 
tbc~afe. oi.. fuW'c:riptioa to the xx~ix articles of 
oar ci\1Jf~b. where it was cited, as I remember, 
to difucdit fwfuipti,., eYen to the Scriptures, 
~plaiDed. any other wife than· by the fldfcribtr's 
(IWIJ ftsft of them, without adlllittiog any man, or 
aey body of men, to jodge of the orthodoxy, the 
tr:uth, or the propriety of·.that feofe; and I 
thought this authority from your lotdOlip very 
full to the writer's purpofe. 

But how will this agree with the imp"tance 
if exttrna/ religion, the great fupport of which, 
among ur, is fubfcription to human forms aiid. 
compofitions ? Are thefe txtwnals written in 
our hearts too, and a part of the code nat11ral? · 

However, it is but jullice to your lordlhip, 
to obfer-ve, that this incautious doclrine of the 
a•r.-/,gy is mofi effetl:ually confuted by an obfer­
ntion of your lordfuip'-i in this very charge, 
P<rK· 11, YJiz. " The infinite greatnefs ofGon's 
"· fcheJDe of government, both in extent and 
u duration, togcrher with the wife ·connexioo 
u of its parts, and the imp~lfitility of owunt:ng 
~'fir the fevcral f"l"t&,. :withont ft1i11g the whole 

'' p/cn 
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c\ "*if ,.lflih1ll'l-to whick they: !dare; which 
4' i• M,oad the: aimtJ jlrdd1 Gf··ear· wuJ,._ 
4'jltmtiit~g!' ~ 

I .am ~er; fure youdoidihip wiU. aot make 
the leafi: difficulty in admitting the feYeral otf­
penfations arid.drc~ftances of reveafed religioll 

'."to be part~ 'of this jthmtt of zwmtmnrt, this 
plan of prD<vidence: · A-s, therefore, 'to 'fee· the 
'wijdom, -proprietj~ or tonnexion of tJU theft parts.· 
. or·to fee t'he whole' pl~n if prt,'Vttlmct, is beyond . 

. the utmoft ftretth 'of human underftanding, to 

. wl{icli '.this great interpn:iter;. natural rtligi071, 
.: P.rete~~s - onlr to ~e to~menfurate~ what" lhould 
· hinder us from concluding, t~at many flemi11z 

meanings in ·o'ur 'bibles ·may be ·real ones, any 
, thing to the conlr.my in natural re/ighn not-

with.flandirt.g. · 

To fpeak my own- feotiments f~~eety, I haYe 
. no b~ter opi,Qio~ of the clearntfs, ctrtaintyJ wri­
. Jom.ity~ univc;jality, ~~· of this law of "irhu 

Wr-ittm in the l;_umon h.eart," than I have of the 
i"!Purtance_ of exter~1.1/ religion : There is a Cir­
cumfi~nce , attending .this dochine which ·ren­
ders tbe. truth as well as the. merits of it 
e~treaU:ly d~~btful, ~d. tlult, is, that in its 
application to pra~ice~ it is -QQt ~nly not ufcful 
fpr want_pf prope~ ex.p1a~alion, but,.fo far as it 
is u_nderftQOd; aceedj~gly ~nitioas to the 

prio-
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priaciplea aod JIIOrl1t of ow COIDIIIOil j)ee)ple, · 
aad, to fay tbe truth, to tbe great as well as the 
(mall vulgar. 

The cenaiD coo(eqaeoce of referriOJ ma~ 
kiad 19 a ltM If. tMirlt't w flirt• writt111 .,.. 
thtir hllll'ls, is,· -their having recoarfe to thtir ,_ 
/i.fi if tbi"t' 011 all occafioas, which beiog. ia 
a gtOt .. jority, DO better than family faperfti• 
tioo, parlJ prc!iadice, or felf-ioterefted artifice 
'(perhaps a compoaad of all) will be too apt to 
over-rate the plaia, gcoeroaa, fdf-deo7iog aocl 
bumble pm:epta of the gofpel, after aU that cam· 
be faid to 4if&race thCJD ; and much more wbea 
tbq. paf• f~ the di!ltllts of 114tllrlll rtligi.,, and 

. people are told into. the baigain (which, I am 
.rraid, is too often the cafe) that tbefe diattet 
differ oo otberwife f.-. tbofe of the go{pel, 
Jhao u the Iauer are enforced by more explicit 
proaUfa, aod pofitivc authority. 

If tbcreforc ·natural religion (be it what 1011 
will u to iu .iotriofic merit) il liable to be thus 
miftakco, it is high time to have done with it ill 
the pulpit ; very few of our common people are · 
pbilofophcn, or caa fee far enough ioto the na­
ture of things to a:oaly(e virtue ioto its compo­
nent parts ; aod if they are once Jed into a mif­
take fo faYODnbJe tQ their OWD CODccitl ao4 
pr.epoffedions, oo fobfequeot explaoatioas wUl · 
fcrft to fct them right: For, baring feat tlaaa 

VOL. IV. H .. . to 
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~-o their owp heads and hearts for a rult if lift, 
JOU will be greatly difappointed if you es.pe& 
they will allow you to maaag.e it for them. 

• · Upon this ac-count, my lord, I would have 
celigion proved, defended, and taeght· by the 
~hrifiian miniftu from the B I B L E ooly J and 
I. would have t:Yery fuch minifter plainiJ and 
h~nefily tell his . people that .he has tu ,,hw 
proof of its original, its truth, ~ts ~bliga~ions, 
i1s prefcnt ~efits, or its fature rewards, to lay 
before them. tha11 what is. con\ained in the 
~cripturcs; which I would alfo have him 1.0 

~hort them to fearch and fiudy for themfe)vea 
'\Jith tho utmofi diligence and application.; and 
tpep he may fafely let the refi be at dleir owa 
.peril. . 

• And here I can~ot buf take notice, before I 
make an end, of my lingularmisfortune in dif­

fering from one· of your lord iliip's difiinguithed 
Sl)erit,.and emioendlation,io two fo confider able 
.apicles1 · lilt, • .A:.IPw if virtw writtne upm our 
hf11~1s, aod 1ht ;illlflortona of txurnaJ r-tligioll, 
"Ybic:b, iadeed,. it is· not abmtnon to find among 
tbe faur;urita :ofitsiom of one and the fame man • 

•. · r. .. 
·•' .. 

: Perhaps it may be as uncommon to find them 
lrviijgrtu with one and the fame man: But fo 
it·.JH.ppeas,: I have had a long, and, as I am·· 
vcnlt llC:rWaded, a reafooabie quarrel to 'them 

· J bo:!l, 

l 
I 
I 
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loth, as well on account of the unfriendly con­
t-rafi between the theories on which' they are 

fever ally fu pporte.l, and 'the genume ground's of t. 
the chriflian difpenfatioo, as for the incredible 
mifchief they ha-re done to pra8ical religion t 
being adopted as principles by infinit-e number• 
of our people who neither know the •ttmittg of · 
the ont, nor the ufes ofthe oth<!r, and to whom . 
they have been~ in dilfcrent ways, infiruments 
to mifiead them from the wholfome and living 
waters of the gofpcl, to the broken and muddy 
cifierns of h11man JujJicitncy and h11.ma11 authwitJ. 
To the firft we owe the Aourilhiog !late of in-
fir./lliiJ aod i•s ·legitimate progeny, a profligate 
\:orruption of mallners, among all ranks and de-

:. grecs oi our people; to .the latter we are behol­
den for the progrefs and advancement of poptrJ .. 
(the bafdl ahd motl fbamclefs of all fuper!litions) 
to the manifefi hazard of our ci~l and religious 
liberty, which will be no longer fafe than our 
gracious and righteous fovereign, and his pro­
tefiant defcendants, are fecure from the incetfant 
and diabolical machinations of Ramijh emilfa­
ries ; from which may Goo's good providence 
continue to protefr them; in which prayer, 
ootwithfiaoding my opinion of the lt71dtnC] o£ 
your lordthip's do&rinc, I am perfecHy alfured, 
your lord1hip will join with, 

My Ltrd, (once more) 
r,,. Lord/hip's, &ti 

H2 
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COMPLAIN·T 
OFT HE 

CHILO,REN of ISRABL,-
R.EPR.ESENTINO 

·Their GRIEV ANCE.S :rinder .. tllc 
PENAL LAws; 

And praying, 

Tbaflf the TilTS are rel"al~d,." the jEW I may 
ha•e the beDcfit af·thil iodalgeace Ia comiuoa 
with all tbc other fabjeas or Et~zl.•tl. 

IN 
A . LJTT!ll to a ReYeread High Prieil 

of the Clnmh "' JAw tJI•fllifhtd • 

. From the E 1 o R T R ED 1 T 1 oN. 

By SOLOMON· .IBRABANE·L, 
oftbc H•Mfi of D ~ 1'1 D. 

Firft Printed in the-year 1736. 
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l M;.· Ar.Jli, audmt J thA iftg~ious traft';· an.f 
.r th~ hi•aivtrfiDIU on a certain P~lia11's R1,.rl~ 
&c. inferred in the 3d v'~. cit this work, waa a man fa 
ftn(lar and extraordinary that a fhort ac~~un! ofbim 
"lri ~ ac(tp6b1~ to thcneaddr. r . . 
·· e Wis-'cte~ tb :In . attm'ney, ··wbeti being" rCcOm• 

mended to Sir RP~trt W.t~'Job u a man of moft ready 
wit and inv~n'tion in writing, he took him into his 

' f~t,vice,.llllcl.~plq"d ~ fe>rra ccmfe ~fy~in 
• ~·nting 1111 -F,-11 ~il~•. ·.net ot~t pipl!rs Jn defencCJ 

· (Jf his admipi4rttion, _{or w)l_ic;b lie •_aBigned him a 
thouknd pounds yearly out of the treafury : and be­
fides tl!ofe public papers, he wrote feveral occafionat 
tra8s in defence or his Patron, who laid the treafury 
open to .his qemands. But when Sir RDhtrt ref!gned, 
-.JI his {applieS< ~ing ftopptd; and fl~vin_g {pent hia 

•• JIIOQCJ as:fdRa luLniceiNdiitJ~ud.-lag in'Hbt a 
thoufa~d. ~~F!.Jltod~e~ f!l ~ . ~r+,p ~l!~ti~ the 

·26th year orms age. · , 
His inl·ention was fo quitk, that Sir RDhtrtafed to 

Ji!y, n9~t11 in IE!'tH ... <:OJllq,wJite ~PIIflptl~l iq{o 
ll.ile t ;me as .Jrliall. .lfis.e.xrences wne boundlefs, 
1laving ar one 't1me- ir:iq futl1ifhed lo~glngs in three 
wtiiCJedtparN t!lf the cilj, ami--keeping a ~tb attd 
1i.r. ' .. ' . ' ' ' . ' . .) ' . ·. . l • 

- - ·-lttwanmrlmr of the Lmrr~r.·t"C:'r.fa'h'2x~o,:-!~il 
"'"tfi iffir.Wf''! ~ ·~- '"'l~.-~ ··ill r_t,he ~~ Q{,'JPr • 
.illlt~d!t, ap~OIIlfCQ 9i:lh~p _of Lf".tfo•i'!"(l_: h~ · alfo 
wrote O,'fo/itlcrt w Pt'if of f>l.f-~,,,~ ;· q,Ji111 ll1fli 

-:G\ ~t ·tad IIWl)':othtt. palitjgimB:a;Jdl:::w:pu­
g"nious and plaufible apologies for the adminiflration 
of that time. It is faid, that he alfeaed to be a 
/'11/il':'_'!:~- bJzf ~~'in all ~~triCJ atraR 411,_-
'".J J cw•te. · · 

•. 

I 
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THE 

COMPLAINT · 
OF THE 

.CHILDREN of ISRAEL. 
&fc. • 

JlnJtrt1uJ SIR, f 41 

A LTHOUGH I am a. Jawt -a:dtcmifitl 
jtW, it wiJl be all~ed me to,addreit 

. .myfclf to a thrijiian bi&h.pri!fi·tt D« 
;wUl the ra/J!Jim of out rdig!On (Oo'demn IDC f<*' 
.this application,. lince I come to' you i• behuf 
.Gf a nnmeFOUs innormt .people, groaning \1Dd..­
opprefiif.P• obliged to contt"ibute to every: pull­
lie ch•ngt, yet e:xcluded from ev.crf .~ eat• 
' ploymc:nt ; and this, on no other ac;~ount •ball' 
that of religion, though you koow,.al)d"' I <loui~ 
Jlot, ~re ready to avow, that the c~tliSTJ ... N­

,.,/igiM .wa1. ni'Vtr i~ttNl,d, BOJI qqahr, ~IJ l.·llfl•· 

t Dr. Gi~fo.w,.biihop of Lo•lo•. 

li-t.-
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t!Jt I.JGH'I'S O.F IUIIKIJID i• II .,_,.fl tfllllitillt 
· tb11n .it f•llllll tiN& 

The truth is, that we, the Jnw of ahis kiog-
4om, who baYe aJW.ys been peaceable well­
Jik'aDing men, fabmiued with patieocc to this 
hardfhip, beiau(e we never yetf.w onr cln-ijlitna 
countrymen agreed .in opinion, whether ·cbrif· 
tio,J in general are qu:ilmed by tbrij/iti•il! itfel£ 
for public employments i. and we were led to 

. believe, that if the faith ifChrijl adaiitted of (0 
· inuch difiintlion, if thr!Jiilllll might be fepuated 

from chr!Jiiails, and only thofe of a fiiWtlritt 
complexion entitled to offices, the Jtws in this 
cafe could not hope for much iodalgcncc froa 
a people who haYC! fo littllfw lnt 111U11Hr. · 

· llat fince this.JI•mllli"l J!Ml if '.ffi~~« is likely 
to be takeli aW.y, Jince it is propofcd that DO 

maD~ RII.IGIOVI OPJNJONI Daall be any 
1oap his .mnl qoaiUiutioa or difqaaUficatioa, 

-~hope, that lrfl.l}/a ,l;ff.,.s.will not be &be 
· _,,. rceciml withia this rJahteous CO.JR• 
·lacofioo, bat that ,., Sir, wbofe equity we 
I'C'femtee. though we difFer. frc:lm your faidr • 

. wil be ,.. ,_., oo the pripciplc of .MJwf.l 
d.tm,,; that u the ,.,.t .,.;Ju .or your I'C'fC­

. ·latioo gloried to be fiiled the .-Jilt tf t1w G..,.. 
tius, you will ·think i.t no dUhonour to be- the 
aiSHOP OF THE jEWS1 IDd that as your Sa• 

l 
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· · atl"OP.-titooorr)~l;,;· r7'7 
~~r hlmfelttaid td£ o~J tldiii ti~e.! ~;..~ ··ui~1 

. fir. of you with equal ~; BtliottJ· •• · If-. 
r~eUte_ ;~:~~~~'if. ~.l)lile •. For,, _,.· i" , 

, We ~. ~ •.avdHeealt!• •right to ,)llllllr 
l!~l#-. i( JOD · •e uaqadlioaaWe ,in· .JGK 

. J~Kiri'l.; (as ~-darc,cu:a ~it l.) .... 
told.-~y foaae ilwipu. wbo Coau:tim,cs: at ... 
chore~;. ~t ~ · JOUJ; 1"./pit where you ncv~ 
.dcceivC, ~CJ ~- yowr ,..,~, ~here JOD nevct 
diirembJc.. you befcech Gil! f9t· J...,. i"wl~s 
ind l11ft~l1t ~~ u the pn:fcreaec of tbofc 
who f?elicve che AT•Iii.,. pr•fhn,.'-' JOU.,. 
Mob.mdal before tbofe who bdieYe nODCat all~ 
Now, it would be DDJ'CifcmabJe. to throw ~· 
wboll~ o~p~c ca!~. q£ ~Ca.veq, w~.c ~e~ip$ 
fame regard to as on your_ own part : It wopkJ 
be impoftng a bOI'tben on the prowidc..ce of 
God, and t,siat bi• ,, fOWl 111irt~clts, whilft 
you negleft the ilataral means Gf demg as~~: 
If therefore you refufc- eU1' 'ruf__, reqedsl 
and M'ftMir us With ·~~· prayers, -,ou i&" 
the part ef clllrliw•, who profefs a· wothl ·of 
rcf.,e&·fot dicirfriebds; wlliJlhhey noht eM1 
fpportaalty of ·fer'riog tlacal, ·aad ,get· rid of 
thea. at baa by r~DCtiog thea· to pitita 
Gr pill 11'fou., wbo have oitber no lcifore-co 
8lilld dlca, or 110 olilliguion SG·prd'cr lbem.··.: 

W.,c ho~ for greater .ando~r from·,,.,, .i.af.~ 
-.4 "'e tbctcforc thus free to trouble you with 

a 5 GUI 



. ~.7\s ~~~ -~j~ .'(~~~-~f~.~t-r 
obr ~on ~ea~~na~le ~P~~~en6o~,,.~~a~ thons~ 
'from 1he 't/ttil lnftltnttons of out re!•g\on 'r!f 

*fety"'utle ofttl' ~dtt fu~· cHJain m'ulilatlrmJ:;t 
. xiN fojb, ~ -.e·ought''troi t?otd 'ili; c~hllaer:. 

ofiala, eithllrt h111hil •OiifltetMq u A&~ 11ilh a 
~ cPtt1rlllklifo.:•PJ~e~Utltllft dE aft~ptdf­

. ••t=Yoh3n~ Gdye':o~-.,iido•~i'f~ 
wtGIDeot-:wiU:JCc:UtbdllttJ·W·)iWe'~,~Ht! 

· 'Whnfe d~blidtRRnl · ·'" Mt~ ~P.Ptflrelt: ~lt_h 
fucb: .imlpr.oadbabtt ··M\;Iilf·; 6.rici litrar1Miii!t'ei­
refh! 18l; .. thiit ~r~ · ·,;mripJjifliJii Gp!z j,:Ais 
·~noi f~rgetttBk ~fRJi~~~~·~'f~h(tu;atY •£~ 
~ tft-tllti '~aGons· Mvi "bten!tiitbti~~d .~Jth 
~he .tni~~ ~n~· ~o_ade~:'~r~'t~.~ '6~ith\!e~. ~t:~~~ 
royal family, would be flanereJ berona . :whiit 
thHr moc:lefty ean· bear, wae:k (aia 'in lh~} 
priife, ·tlhat!th«y hin'e;noi liha,fltihl't!J~ gove~n~ 
trteJ11 woits.E THAR'VtRY ]E\_vt. :~· : • .:. -. 

~ . . :t. 0\ ~~ • . • ! 0 • ' 

ln·fal\, our prcfco.t Ufagcds;;mote .gri~ 
tti3b. what we encht~d, ·~: itt tbC laJJ f 
llg,pt. We weJc:'fo farfroriliRittg'OJl&i!in• 
<•padtieao · dlete, ;that !JosEPir,· .. ··a 1ei't\:'lilltdfil 
JtW, was·ttiog PIJM-t~bll~s .p.R.h.li•:'M'uf~Tt'\t} 
'6ader -.boll: ~fttle adm1olftratidh'Wt:ltoui>Ifhelf 
exceedingly; which1 ·~ lllort thlll1 \yC ·iaVe trec'a 
done by the fcJMlr ...t 'mirrijlm, thbugit iHany 
have b~a In f•rtt~tr trMtJ~' who:wttruea·. jt~lj·P,~ 

· -tumlijimto make them PE.~F.E.c:r jE~!'.~· .. , , 
- · • Mr; I' Mit'!/" · ' · · · • · · ;: - .' . , • 

. . . - . :. . .. '. - . . .. :' .. TliiiA 
:.·j ·~ ! .. 
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Tliis e._clufton from the trufis of that fociety · 
which we belong to, is the more intolerabl• 
g;ittJawt, beeaufe, fhou!H you ·look into ~tl ~be· 

. ' . . ) 
-.1/im if.hufinifi, whether ciflilor mlt}io/fical; we: 
ma}' fafeJy a_ppea} tO your C;lndid opinion, Whe• 
tber you know man1 perfons employed therelll• 
w/J, l~tba'Ut tiJimft/ws B£TTEit THAN:jEWI •• 

. I 

. Weare notto b~ anfw~ed:. as the dijJimn-1· 
l'lave been, that repealing the t!fls would be ~f· 
{mall adV'antage to us; for,. God2 . and yo.u.ar 
wb,leorder know, we ever had iriore fcrupulo~s· 
confciences, thaR to be ouafiottal co".formijli. 
And though hread and wine are ext~emely pro·· 
per. to be eat and · drank with the pofcho/ lam~,. 
ye~ we llrialy adhere to our own p(ljfo~·er,. anli~ 
aover in our lives made free with yourfacramm~~ 

Nor· are. we to Be anfwered1 as the papi/ls ver}r: 
s. 

jtJfil] are, that we favour the pretender; or, thnt' 
we feek to efiablitb a fmign_ jt~rijditlirm. wit hi~ 
h~ majefiy's roalms: for·y,u, Sir, can bear us-­
witnefs, tha~· wo feek for no ki~ b~t o.ur 1~"1 
1Jtpe~ed Mtjfiall s and that we folicit n.o ~inir-· 
dom within Jefs difl:tnce than_ the ?oiJ. citJ, whe~r 
we might fafel:y be -ttu!led, could we rcfcqe ~_t: 

·eat of the .hands of the infidels. . So lbat as tbC.· 
Popt and Turk would und~btc:dly be th~ chief' 
enc:IJl~· to our empire, we ·havo. all the mer~r 

• • ~ • • • .. • •• ~ •• - f ••• 
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of lf'llflats in oppoGtioo both to PIPWJ ud 
.,AtJtliJ..tta.if-. And perhaps it ID&J be faid 
with the tlrifietl truth, we haYe DOt CODtn"bat­
cd, like too many Pr«1/•llls, to make ofU' 
ClOUPtr)'IDeD groD'cr BIGOTS than Papijls, ud 
pater II. A ns than T M(ls. But this is (o ,,..,. 

a point, that "c may not, without iociriliry, 
colarge upon it in ao addrefs to you.' 

However, without giving o1Fcoc:e to tl«< ,-.._ 
tljlats by unfcemly reBellions, we infift that 
'the jEWs arc in all rcfpclh of equal merit with 
1he _FrtrJtb HuaoNOTS, who thew thcmfclves 

· 'eoofcioas of our fapcriority, by their coDtinaa1 
, ·attempts to outvy us in the fr,.,.;tUfs '!{ t!Mir 
'Jtrfo•s, and the folhunufi './ tbtir tlmp/ai#iu, ia 
magnifying the Jofi"cs they have fuff'cre4 tiJm,gb 
l"f~ttdi•• t~$rutl, and hoarding .up the gains · 
they have acquired. I] IIJIITJ lit ht•t: DaJ, w~ 
are ready to acknowledge, that, as far as tlir_t. 
·t~tN~rie~, and IJttwtiDn can make them jEws, 
'tlacy might be conti&:d upon any ftatutc againft 
1wJa.if,; and cYCD circfiiNifi- is not wanting 

- to m,oft of them, though we will not fay As 
· • :P.aOSilLYT!I. Bat then you wUl do ui the 

)onice- to owu, that we were Jed by wi(~ meo 
·aad great · captains; by MDjis and A~~r.,, and 
11}11uz, with other extraordinary pc:rfonag~ 

. which will at any time fet the cbi/Jrtt~ '.flfr•tl 
.above a rabble c( · iiwcalou cothu&aJts, whO 

wm 
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~ ttcl:..tiy <tbtft'i~~-'WitJiil, :~~ 
z.,, aid'-1111 l'fmter•~ 6te·o&~-~,- ijt·· tire 
~Ptvfi.Jftti-~ :· · ·. ·: . -. ·.'-· .. . ~- / .:~ 

·. N~~-~ :," . 1~ .oppoCt ~~ .i.Js~-
.._... .dle kgiflltture may bD difpofcd.-to :gtlldl w• :re.cral fillllrin io Rlif&ioB ·: ; but - hope 
•batever toleration is 8AJ~Rd, that: we' ·1hiatt 
ha~ •~~r jbar1 if it; _that it wlll not be par.dal 
IDd U~jafl j or lim~ to a few, WhO_ COJl?plai~ 
of every church which will ~ot ·receive th~ 

. . ' . I 
within -thl pllh .., itl immtlllititl j and ~ho.... 
when they are tak~ in) ilut the d()!:)r upo11: ~ 
who difth from them. · .sodl confine. aU cliarity_ 
to 'tbofe wholf&Keilt from the thirty~nin1 /Jf'lic/ls~ 
lt if people were not as mach to. be pitied, that• 
caDilOt &JieYe the crtiJ itftlf; and, as if mor~ 
indolgence were allowable '? win :men cjver ~: 
the tbarch, dlail to bring them over to the ,¢pn. . . . .... 

. . \ . ·~; 

· · -Jf tbc-ri,Ms of,_,, are alledged · in maiateL! 
nancc of· this cWm ·to public o.flices,- whtretit' 
have me tlifltlltlrl a better title·to emplo:f'meiltt 
tbaD rhe/]n»s 1 AR we not liEN, becaufe we 
arc-.Ur-c-..if#ti 1. Are.wc oot under the prot~ 
tioo of. the liw ·if ,.,.,, · bccaafe we arre tuulcr-. ,. 

"'O~e W_;;_W.;__, a p,,.,IJ 1~1Jd. w.lao fee. 
up tach a <w~tl/y jq•r•al, to have the tflll rcpcal_cd 
for the bcncfb.ofhiii"Jbt/Ji"' brethrcll. 

.tho 
4 



:fh .-"" ·~ibrs ~:PansTc.-.u,.-
dte ~fpcufatiou. 9f the klw •f M'.fisl If it is 
of jufiice dac _to them · Can it with juftice 
·be denied to us ? And if a_sa .a o_f parliam~at 
Is to pafs, which iballgiYe this capacity of cse­
-c.•ting public o&ee. to 11/J wlio live. io.ObNiencc· 
:to publiC aet~ority___..._Can fuch an-a& be 
$Oofiftcoc wid~ itfdf, .without comprebcodintr 
the JnAlSI . 

: If the ,al~_rt~.frlg~t of ~e 'lfUJ.f to fuch ano 
1ildulgence might need fappoJt from other con· 
rliderations, i .couta write a ?OI'ume, 'i.oftead of 
:a pamyhtei, ~to lhew ~e' 'h~rd.fo.ips which we Ia­
'bo~r under. . You have Jaia· iiold of the pao­
'MisR wliich was 'rit~de to ~~r jaihfl. At~alxl~;­
~ri4 have -~ken the k'ngd<m of ~tfl'llt" as your 
1nheri~ance, 'in right of the cbildrm ¥I lfra~l_; 
:whiffi 'you 'have cxcl:~<kd the' whole t~tlv~ uilus-
1rolil e've'ry privilege_ of the foc~ety 'in which any 
~f' tllem 1ive. You have converted lttr MOIETlF ..r th1 Bib/1 to your own ufe, and have .utterly 
_pro~ibitcd us from making· •DJ advantage of 
-"~ Ntw Y:yjtJ_'fl«lrl, which might fatisfy ns for 
.our lofs: of tiH 0,/d. You have violently j,ia~~ 
_ppon MQSII;S ~d A••oN, •nd the TJ!N COM• 
.J4t'N1lMJ!NTs, which were oor oanval' pro .. 
.pe!ty,'aqd have plJICed them over your t'rmnaii­

..Un tabl1s, yet make this pretence of chr!jli1111' 
nmmunion -a· reafon _for excluding us from all· 
«dnRtages as meinbers of the commonwealth : 

·--'. . .. -So-
~ !t 

l· 



-,. ~;£4Wtw*~-tf/TIIU... ~~~ 
~~ tba~ 0!1". lawamd 11ttr pr,pbtts can _afford :US 1W 
~rot~ffiq~ though. 1.~ ~te: eulte'a t~em to 

~~~r /irf!:tJ!ffs of:~or~p. ·:.'ro~~ave fOb\>c4 
~ o(qa~p;y~~ ~~i lfr.~'." ~~ Ptun~ 
.(J.,:w~~~4h~fll/ tl~,~s.fcar~elY. ~bie to-'*r; 
;9~ .-.~}~n.f.r9Jn-J1SO\If "TYTHJr$-;. )'Ct;J'M'. 
have glven us ·ootblog _i~ C?ttbangc I?ut- ,.,pr•b4"f 
ti• and tlalllllat;,,, if after we--have loft our 
p;ds ft-d .gtar, &¢mt ·tlltl bc-fo£h ·a dtiteAog 
t.Mas1tdtald::•.:: ~-·.,h .. :. r: ~-·~ . . . . . . 
'I • .. • '~ :. \ • } .. ' j '• I~ - ' ' : ' ; ~.: • 

~ .f~.~~d's fa~,Cf~rtf~~~,.foo~.Df911,US _ 1tWf 
~sa _pec;>pl~-~~-h?m :Yc:>~ 1 ~ve uuured, _,and: . ~Q 
iYbom yon are indebted. We are not in the 
cafe: of iifffiiiJr;s, whO:jare (aid to llave ~njured 
t~~ .= ~~ e:n.~~et 'Pr~~~ ~~u. ~n! pf J.O~_£hur;chtf J 
~c :Qrter{c! ~.f~P~~~ li1f4t._ ,to_ f.a.le ~~or: -p'?ll~ 
'!-~,~16~ ki!~~~~'bl:~ ~~,. .~the ~~DJI'I,lry, i~ i• 
11 us that ~o~- o..Y~ ,7~ur. "'.'!['' -~nd your· rt'IJ!-. 
fluts, your privileges and pre-eminences. If any 
~DQ ~, ~~c;o~ ·f.~ Cikrivc yoUT p~;ljlhllji 1 
You ~now io.yo~r c~nki~ncc:s tliat Chrv.f bim-,, 
(e.~ -w~s ~ _}(Jy~n! ~ou fetch yo~:" ~9i~ f~~ 
the'br.itji of A(lren, an4 m_~e_mor~ ~fit, to ypur1 

il(~_er ~f th~f'PI -~•• f[ /'4tji1,_ ttJan 9f all,&~ 
~,.r_t_'U,Il~jHiJI_I~ . . . . _ - __ ~. , .. :_ · . :1 

·. ·As you -are bebol~~n t~ us ~9F th~ ~{valu.' 
~ble ~r yo~r t'!1_olrm-:t~ts, you QWf ~h~ mO!l ,Cefl~: 
(.f.J, · r.fr..J'Ii:i~J:s -~~:0\1~~t~q~~u~4o1Jit;. "X ou hA~ t ·· ' ~ · · lcameg 



184 Y'be Pillars tf·ParEST.C'R:AP1' 

learned from as, that the rigbtttllll .,., ntit/J 
.,, tiJt whtlle tarth ; you ,.a'fe reamed &om as to 
INw 1i11r ,;tm;,i tl ·pittis htfm thi Lw4J you 
llave learhed from as t~ J1aJ man atuJ wt~lllll,~ ;., -
jin1t .,~ fwlling, to make ali your eneaiics-'GM's 
llfltllits, and to tltjlnftllnn whh pt'tulll.{wfrtl, 
from pare zeal for his fervice. · · · · 

I beg yoa, by the mutual dvility which Cab­
lifts between us, not to imagiac that I lay this 
debt to the ch.arge of the. w~ OQly : l 

. ought to acknowledge:, that the iiiJ!n.tws luive 
their due Jhare of all thefc gifts· and graces ; 
and· I make the fame nfe of the faa, in reafoo­
ing with either Me, tb'at .fincc you have pur­
loin'd your moft profitable prt~BiC.l Mer;,,. 
from the cliildrin fl.{ lfratl, you are nngntefa( 
beyond examptc, in· debarring· the JIWI &om 
the enjoyment of their natiirat rights.: ··. 

· This injufiice is the more unprecedented, be­
canfe all 1thtr fttts in religion have· perfecuted 
only .thofe who either "wonhipPed flthtr gt~tls,. or 
made innovatlotis i~ the ancient and ljiahli.f/Mtl 
form ;1/ 'WM"foip. In the fuft cafe . it hath been 
afual to abufe their DiviNITY himfelf,_befont 
it ~ath. been .held decent to punijh people for 
adoring him. In the Iauer cafe, fthij~W~ti,h 
Jiave bad the odintll ~.Pon them of hrtalite U. 
., tM PTIJ/If'IJ :ot ali . eftabWhed refigroia; ·and 

. . ·.: .: of 
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of illfl!ltii!'l priviugu •bich the aatloDal rca bad 
hecn loag ~ of. Bot rw, tiM JlfiiS, are 
uot within tbc defcriptioo of eidltr rl tbefe _ 
cafes. Yon 01n1 oua Goo to be a trw one, 
and you know that w:e were io poffdlioa ol him· 
,.,. t'-follll years before the oame of your 
opioioo was mcntioocd in the world. lo this 
cafe, we are oeitbcl' i•.fithls, it~Jmw,. aor fibif­
tulitls ; we neither difowo the l1w Gill, DOt 

adore a falfo .N; Do.- have we beea guilty of 
·tooontioos. bat are paailbed for adhering to 
wr .It/ f.-.u, acl for DOt rec:ci"fia& lrftQ,. 

. W C might ueftnbcJdi abfoJteyoa, in I great 
mcafare, of this crying ia~ could we .fiDel. 
that ,_,. r11igi• bad impofed it upon you ; 
wbcnlu we .-e f.uy ittisfied, that,. btzw ia· 
,.pfl it aposa JOGr n:ligioa, llld have takea 
meafares apinft the Jlflls 9hich ar~ not to ~ 
jaftified bf the gofpcl of Jtftu. If the mert­
rerioda cbanBcr of a S.W.,. might be plead. 
act with tboCe who bclieYe, or pretend U.t hi 
lliMJ a ftlW t"'-; ii it not maoifelt, that aa 
who,...,_ JOII wu a ]If!/; that sa whom 
you preach as a 6iht '' •IJ ,.,;, wu a Jlfll; 
that BE wbofe c;Jafc bath cloathcd you in par .. 
pic. bath adnuccd yoa to hoooar • and load~ 
JOU.witb riches. UCDCHI.JST HIMiaJ.J', WAS 

A Jaw l Aocl c:aoyoa forget, tbu,.., rt/igia 
had 



7 

r'86 'Ihe Pillars of PRJESTCR.AFT 

. bad wanted the evidence of a principal mira ell 
to confirm ir,. had it not been from his fpeciai 
regard ud tender aft'eaion to 11s Jrl.os? For 
b1 raifili 11p th1 dlatl, as we are. told in your Mw 

· ~ !f/«mrnt'; aod, reftored a tbildlefs father to 
.his da,ugbrer, only becaufc it was told him, that 
,1\V~N.TORION k'rlliJ lllr ;1Jti111, aNi had b11ilt 

- liS II j,..g•glle.· 

; .If theq. t~~J fourui_er. '.1 -cltri/1."11 hoaound 
. an ldqlatc~, ;all nnc~verted ~17;- :to lowed 
us; an~ bpilt .M:a fYP!'&Qgtle ;· ho? ltlbc •• grr_atcr 
indulgence would ht nave expeSed in our be­

. half from c!wiflions- ol>ligiog tllcunfCJ-res to o~y 
.his preeepts~-~nQ imitate his example? Would 
,h:a~ed, . rcF.oach, ~ ~~nal- Waf upon his. 
.p.c:_apl~ t~e J~1 J ~~d tn~llipg them out ef 
r'~ei~ J1na~gutb or l~yi~ t~ ul}der pmaJIIltlls 
f~r ~eforting t~ theai., have .been more JICCCpt­
:able to J~us _tbe ·]tW, or mor.e· endearing~~ 
him ·in the condna of chriftians, thao the con­

:trary nfage was in the inftancc of the aofpitable 
!.~f~n fttjt_uritJn f , 

" HO..V oppottte lucb proceedings a~e to the 
whole :teno'r of hisgOfpel, the .. writers of his life, 
·the·aBs of his opojlln, and above all, the tpijilts 
of your great apofile PAuL, may ·abundantly 
fbe.w. It was your _ Sofli,ur himfelf who faid~ 
&!ration· it of the JeWs,: And are we to have no-
.. r~ 
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tdribu~ion b~t obloquy~ hard~ips-, and j1111ll 

.Jaws?' W~_,-whpm -the.P'-Y.~fi ~nc;J,'all the iro­
pher~·~~e ~o~fie~ tp • b~ .'~e~(io~inio~-tbe ~ .. -
cf!?iflr,_.the in_;eri.'ance.ofGod ; .Jfwl34m,.:J,S P4W.. 
_bl'ci?,teif ha~h- iefii~~d~- i•rtpin~h tpr_ adC1ptjoo, 
·ana'ihi glory, ~nd the coveilaots,.ond the givmg 
-of the law~ and tlu fer.vice of God, ani the _pro-
mifes : IYhoft or~ ~ht T~thcrs, and if wb~m, as 

Ji~'-~f!!{"l tpt .1/.f/h~ ~6.P,-l~'f; 'INIJf-.. W/1' is ri.N~'! aU. 

~ ~~-~-r~;~.t¥ ~r 11.JI~~ in~~~ ~s~~~ ~~~i~~ ~ 
_'Ma~thn.v, that h_e,g~vc: it iQ his -c.h~g&· tc:P hls 
. twelve· :~P?fil~~~; G_o ~~ into. !h~; 'If' Of~ of. th•.Gel\~ 
_til~~ ~ut l'l T!l!!:y..r l_fJ_ t~1Iqfl fhcep if tb1 /J•aft 
0 !/rll'!·: J'r(!l~_otp~r P~'~ -~e_,_apf'f~r~ to~'fle 
~~~&~~(~a~1~~~; ! 4m_'!o,tftJ! ~~-t f!l!tJ ~~~ 
~:~~If. if! be hoi1! _of!.{rfit/;. JlQC\ _wh_tn ~~ ~_!Be 
'"ttrd ~'fdfiMJ hi~~ c~yh~g:,' Ii._rd, ktlp me, ltc 
.niW,-!Jf ·;, ;;,~ lttttt to t/ih the cliilarC:n·~·bread tlllfl 
~jl it .~tf~.re· ~gs.:. ·PE'I,'EJt, t~e.p}ince. of h.is 
-~~l'~s, fp_ea~io~ ~o_.our __ ·p_~qo~~~ ~~ys, !~me~ of 
·.lf!a~l~ ·ye a_r~--~~~ ~pil~rc:_o -il!P.~lr-ff.~tl~ -~'!~·.if · 
"thl'cO*O:ionvbrcb God. made w;tb. o1,1r. fathers, 
faJi1g:'l".!~/,.~r~~a·in; [n iVfiedfo_a.i? ~{lib~ kin~ 
mli of tbi tarth bi b/1fid. ·p Au h proclaim!> h\s 
million to be to the jEw FIRsT, and. alfo 11 th1 
'ccotit~. ·To hooour-'the)~s, h~ declare~ tp 

-the 'Ro1'.La:N.~, 1 a 'fo ~m 011 If~~c~it~ 1'.[ t11Ji~d.if 
~~r~:_¥boftg~.'{l~l v~~j~~~~· t J:~. y~~.h·~}f!l 

- t~ .. ' 
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them, he boafts to the CORINTHIANS, An 

.. tiN, Hebrews l fl ,. I: Ar1 tiN, tiM fotl 'f 
Abraham ? fo .., I. And in the epiftle to tlic 
114r1'1111, be tells thtill of. the CoVENANT 

which GOd almighty had .Dade with the hoa': 
of /.frtJII, that HE fWilltl AI to thtilf a God~ 11Jil, 
THEY j/JnJJ H to billl a people. .-

Having aB thdC tcftimoaies iu- ,_,. ,.,. r~t> 
wi.tiM to entitle as ~ fall ~Oii mel iu-
4a1gence from you, wflence is k tfiat we iidrcr 
fach multiplied opprc8ioos 1 and, ioftcad « 
GJs ~. ve treated u tile lllk':fl -f •• 
1111 1t111IJ I Do you pretcod that the !Jri~s ia . 
die days of oar fathers ddlroyed CIJrijl, aacl 
perfec:utccf the fojl clwifl"nu I Ia truth, theJ 
bchaftd ~bemfc:lvcs U P&IIITS gaacral1y ~ 
·~~ave, wi&I.Nll,, amtintJI!, crwO, llllll i-ti••.!J. 
Bat, are the whole people to bear the Jios ud 
impieties ift- twU.Jis oo tbcir beads, tbroag.h 
an generations l Seeing tlaat it wu priljlaljt, 
which either dcfboJed the ioliOCCDt, or fedo~ 
the vulgar, and that the ~ p.pk had oo 
hands in the iaiqaity, but through the inftiga­
tion of theic 'rillaioous pitln, whe charged it 
oa their coofcicnc:es, and exa8:cd it of them ~ 
the name of the~ hizb Gill, that they ~aW 
commit barbarities tbockiog to IJ11t111111 ,.,.,,. 
If, theroforc, an; zealou• clwijlifl• iJ aff'eDdCd at 

the 
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.lohumanida d the Jnuifo prit/IIIW, and 
wiUiog to rcvco.ae them oo 111 JIWs, Jet biaJ 
make it his .own- cafe ; let him think bow hard 
ud uojaft it .OUld be. to puoUh him or his fa~ 
aiily for the wickcdocfs of any cbri}li1111 priffi, · 
either ll"riog_or dead, tfpeclallroffuch as allecl 
their iDjuftice iM thMlfoNI years before he wu 
bOm. Did c.~v;. bam llrfltllll, Might Dot 

then aD the followers of 8mJmus opioioos as . 
jullly bum all ~~ dikipl~ as cllri.f/illlls pa­
Ditl JIWS, bc:taafe the JlflliA prlelb aacified · 
Clwifl 1 Say then, are we ~ acmuDtablc f« 
what ~ done in Oar churcli. before n· ~ 
ioto the world, than other churches will owa 
thcmfelYes to be ? ADd are we not entitled· to 

die io&lDlgcoceaod toluatioo of lhrijliiJIIS, by aJJ 
tbo(C priociplcs of equity and charity which 
U., can o&t to ibcw, that ""fmbn-s ought to 
UYC puat.e4. this ~Jgeace Pd tolcratioli fO . 
t/Nirsf 

. It il broapt • a reproach upon oar wh.ll 
u#., t11at fome of .Qilr aac:efton pat Chrijl to 
clcath. lt is MJP~d by the circomftaoc:c 
dlat.he wu the Ml~ '.1 foJwti,; hot if oar 
aoc:dlOr~ kae\f him D9ll• II fwh, they bad not 
abe· pUt OD their c:oofcicoccs of pattiog.fo tlioi~ 
• tp .fot to death. h is DOt pretcaded tbtlltht] 
MlfiJ ao_y Cacb cirauDftaoce, but rather, that 

their 
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daeir hearts were btirtlintd ~."and tb;t their.· ~es _ 
were ~/iruittl, with dther ·matrers, whi_cb rather 
eotitle them to pity than i-~t.Gq£h. lf:then i\lis: 
aa of .crutlty and tjttriny b~ vi_e~e~ (n its' fu.ll 
horrot0 it ~~DO othe~ ~~~n:an at(D,fln}ljJlit~_.t~'" 
ab ionoceftt or righteo~~ ·~rti>o·. And fi:air 
pofttrity 'llre -invol\"ed in. 'iuill anci pqQ.illim~nt ~ 
'Jjytbe cafual'~efirua~on of ioo?C~ce,!lruf~ir:. 
toe, all nations In 1hc .world muff be accurfcd 
tO tl\e e~d oF the worla,; ii~~i DO a_ge.o~ ~unro. . 

t r • ~ 1 ' • ' • - • • • ' • ~ • f 

hath b~en ~iiboo~ _i~Il~c~~---~b:er~ t.~~ w~teft. 
and wotthieft pe~fons ~ay~ bee~;Gn8te4 ~yt. for 
deAnt~dn "by the violcl,lce of preva'iliog" F. ties, 
frequently ~tterided with popu,lar ac~;lamatioos •.. 

! Y~u, Bir,· who are an IJigh-pri!fl yoar~ff, 
18ft.owo_ that Ct~iiJphlls-\'llil~ a tnan of more-de­
q~ncyand temp¢than.fdine-"6fydtir oWif order;· 
ftt be :ufed. oo W. weighty aD itgu~ent f« the 
dcfiruClion of Jifus, than that ;, was luttit' thsl 

one mtm jbqaltJ ptrijb than t1n whole P"P'-· 
Which of you, .Sir; woutd:JJ.ve ki:upled a mo­
qcn& to coocpr ·in-a feote~~<:e wblefl wi!S urged 
by.this/1/u 'if' nnl;fflt)'? :Or; -whiCh of you wou1d 
not have put an•·Jm,i[f~·- ~to deatb; t&t~ 
thaa thit :yOu own hi;,oart~oioufdbe b_rought-

. into danger -~ · : - • · · · · ; ., :! _, . ' -, 
t - .-. · . ' 

. You muft hence" allo~s .Jbat tbr> baroar.ou. 
~~ '?f pimi~g -Chrifl to death, and the d.tceitful 

arg_•· 



·-ad Oa THOOO~Y jhake11: - I' [ 

srgument tbat oude it popular an.d plaufible, 
wu a very ordinary effett of pritftly impojlurt# · 
omhitim and trlltft)', which1 are prOD!='- tO fhed . 
blood, itod to-~~~ ~a~ock~ofmankfnd'\for __ th~ ~ 
gratification of revenge, _br t~t advaneement OE 
.tynnny: And this being fo·commop. a bl~milll 
oo the profell'ors and leaders of aU- religions, 
-1111'S, I hope, are no pwrc· to· be branded witll 
TeprQach, tbaa the reft of.our oclghbOora ·-wb<» 
hue. not kfs de(erved i&o .. · . · · ; -

It is indeed very c;xtraordieary, .that .the~­
Jiles fucceffirs, as you .4iall yourfelves, fuoulcJ take 
more liberty of ahufing us ]tws, than the pP,fi.l1s 
were allowed to do themfelves. . A great .prt 
of the E:P'x'STLE To the RoMA~si_s wr,U qpr4\f-, 
Jy to reprove. t~e. ungrateful Gm#lts for 4efp(f-; 
ing and reviling our nation. Your apoftl.e ~~~~( 

• loads us with no fuch unreafonable charge, as 
tbe guilt '.{ blola'·wbich was-fhed before we were 
born, nor impu~es it to the Jtws ev:en of that. 
tim~ who had no band in ~edding it. O~tbc · ' 
.contrary lie declares, Brtthr,n, my_ k•art' s d!fir'•• 
tmd prajer ~~ qii for. I{fa~4h~ _thaJ._Ihg may· i1 
Javul. For, {bt_ar ih~m_ r:.cord ,tppt -rbty 1hllflt. •I 
ml of God, thDugh not acc~rding t• -l,Dwildgti 
And in the next chapter he affirms prophe~ical-
ly~ .All /frail sH.&.Li. /11 fovtd. . . 

E~en to thofe who urged their unberif as an. 
argument· of their ·reprobation, he faith, Hath 

· G•tl 

I', 
~ i ., 
'I 

1. 
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GM call llfllll1.his ,U I Gill for/JiJ; fil, 1 
•!fo .,. .. lb.cll~ Hlw thq . tlumbled 
tl.wt tbty jb.llld F.U.L·l G,J Jorlitl, T.t r/IIIJw. · 
lhr•gh thlir falljtJva~Ua is tMII~ to lilt Gentiles · 
--1 Jptu ,, ,. Geotilal; ;, •• Mlltil-~ 1 
,;, a apoftlc lj' till Geatilcs, I ""'Pifl *i~~t,. _ . 
-.ffie q tilt jrjl-fnUI IJI bJj, tbt lllllt{il; ~ 
.y; w,,- if tiM rwtis JJJ,,fo ., 11M llrtnltiHt: 
A1J if.follit .,,.,_,.,.,, .. ,,,.,§';- ,,_, 
Jti11g 11 wild olit'e-tree, tJJirl grltftttl ;,. 11,.,QI 1 

th•, - with thtm ptwt~t}l if the /llllltji " 
THB 0LlVE-TU a; Hajl"'t againfttht branches; 
., if lh"' llltljl~ ... wt}l .. , till rill, "*' tbt 
reot tlw-'f6-· wilt fo1 tblfl, tbt braocbcs WIT( 

~- 6ft that I Might H zrtifUd ;,. well; H­
llJIIji '.{ unbelief thiJ Wtrt ir.U. '.{{. 111111 thou _ 
jftnflkjl bJ faith~z IIIOT HJGII MlliDED1 

b1Jt F EAB.o · 

I cannot omit the paraphr• wbkb a great 
dr!Jiiall phUofopber, the late Mr. LocKa, bath 
given us, becaufe he hath opcoed tbe feofe my 
folly; and the E•glijb reader will Jiod it more 
itlteWgible tiWl this paffage can be, tlriflly ad- I 
bering to the HtbrtUJ idi1m, 1n which the New 
Teftament is written. 

'' tf Abraham, If•, and Jm•h, from whom 
cc the Jewijb nation had .their originals, were 
~·holy, the branches alfo that fprang from this 

''root 
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"' ~t are holy. If then fome of tbe natuul 
"'branches were broke& off, if fome of the na­
" taralJews of the flock of David were broke11 
11 ofF llod rejeCted, and thou an h1atlmr of the 
ac wildGtntile "!1" .wert taken in· at)d ingraft~tl 
"into the cb~rcb of God in their room, al'ld. 

... " there parJakeft of the blcilings promifed to 
" Abraham an4 his: fee:d, be not fo cmcnt-1d o£ 
cc thyfelf liS tl jiNw 1111} DISll!SP.BCT TO TH It. 

"jEws. H uy fuch wnity potrefs thee, re­
cc member that the privilege which thou haft 
" io being a chrijli1111 is derived to thee from 
"'_the _promife which was made to Abraham and 

" his fee~, but -~thing ac;crues to .AIIraham or 

'' bia feed from thee.'' 

_From ~hcfe full and irrefragable proof's it ap­
ptars, that not only the law if nature, but the 
·LAW OF CHRIST entitles·us to the protetlion 
of fociety ;· and it is a monfiroas oppreffion of 
111 Jtws, that we fuffer any ufage frorn chrijlirms 
which is repugnant to chrijlianity itfelf. If all 
the lvtl11ge.'ijlsand apo/lles prove the perfecntions 
and pmal laws which _we labour under to be 
oppt>fite to the intentions of Jifus Chrijl : If ali 

the diffirmt jtlls in_ the chr/jlit~n religion main· 
uio, that · perfecution for r1/igiDus opinions is· 

contrary to the law if God, and to the ,-drrif . 
P111tur1 : What argument can be o.ffered to ex-

VOL. IV; I t cmpt 
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empt us from any indu1gcoce which can be 
allowed to .,.,. br~thr1n of the dilfintinz. per•, 
fuafiona? 

And yet it hath happe_ned, as rnuch to our: 
amazemen~ as to our ind_ignation,,fince the de:­
bates concerning the focramenta/ ttjf have been. 
revived in this kingdom, tha~, having_ appij~d 
(jUr{elves to certaia rftltrmd lt1JI(Jrs if tftJ!t•tint) 
t"'l''fdli•ns oft'eriog our friendly ~ffifia.oce to' 

. tbeaa in tlte profecution of their deli go; aflbriog · 
them of the dcfire which we Jincerely profefs to' 
remo'fe thefe nnjufheflraints on thenatu,·alrights' 
of mankind, and propofing to join with theorin' 
their petition to the king's mojl txetllmi mojtji,,' 
and to both hor(n cf par/iamrnt, th~y ·h~ve ut­
terly refufed to countenance 011 to ·con!=ur wit~ . 
us ; they have found out difiinClions to prove. 
thit thtJ ho'U( rights by natllrt, "'!!hich we. h4vi. 
/~ by rmlulitj; that they have a frivilt.gt hJ. 
grae~, which we cannot lay hold -of hu.l by "IIJ"" 
i~ over 11 thei' faith: And in thort, have flady. 
told ~s, that none but chrijJiMs ough-t .ao be, 
capable of employments in a chrijlia11 "_.,,., 
So little does it avail any body of men to bt/i;_. 
;,,Goo, that they are nevcrthelef$ to be perfc· 
cute.d,. as though they btlii'UtJ ;, 111111 at aU, UD!' . 

lea th~y Jubfcribc to all the rcil of the &rlt4. 

We 

.j 
I 
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We told 't'bem thar 'We were' the childr~ti if 
(frail; tbat M'o!ES \trt(at le~tl: a~ dMtl'tlt in:.' 
(pll·t:d a1 C'A L 'fiR i dia't' ~ liad as mueh refpeetj 
fOr tbe-n:M COMMA'N'J:)M!NTe, as pres'hytltiaitt, 

' i'rtdtpendeltfs, tlMbapt!Jis, or Frmch prop'hiti j t'ba~ 
'\ttrrll'otJght: the· o'Dfervance of' our Jli\V-wouttf -
tnllte u~ gootlfuhje!ls, though we were· Jt()l' l'lapo.~ 
py ~naugb td be fatisfi~ ·in our confcie1kes\ of' 
·the truJh '/ fhe chritlian reli&iin ; that ~o (odety, 
na~ any right to ex.ta -more 0~ it~ m~mb~rs t~-alll · 
we had alWajS :fielded ; al'ld, that u we h4tl 
never_ been wanting in dutiful fubm~a'ioa to:ou.l!: 
fuperioun, we hopecf it was no immode.l-1: ~a ... 
maad to be admitted on the fame footiog witfi 

. • . ·t 

~the, foas of dijfo11ters; that it is tr·ue, we are 
'Charged with too violent a paffion for the-main-· 
m1n if U'fll'ighttoufne.fs, but that We nod the mo{f 
flrtllifiul cbrijha,s; iil n:fpeet of WDr/4/y JltCfe, 
ulilth: fcrupulousoftakiog thc ·p~-to therft• ' 
Jclves,- as tAOIJ art -of -throwing the fi«ndlll upOJl.o 
uu That r.w ~.ET wlutt· WI can, tllld K li£1> • 

wiJ•t tw GIT, not by -any p•iooiplod reli&ioa.., 
bat of• coovenit_ac.e ; ..md- tat tflis · prioci,.., 
rag. ia adall.ptrfeaian amooBatHe'foints . ..-. 
H~altu], !IS amoag. the &llilllrm if /fr8tl·in·/h'7"t 

jlrvd., or Dm•s plate. ' . 
W~ cannot but admire at fuch uncivil ufage ' 

from 1ur brtthr1n the tli!Jinters, who have laid" 
f :1.' them· 
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· tbemfc:lves und~r fo many obligations · to 11i 
Jlws, have turned us out of the pofi'effion. q£ 
all our ancient pr.ivilegc;s, and allow us as little 
right in the · eld Jtrufalem, as we pretend to 
have i!l the new. In lhort, th~y make as free 

· with Siot~, as ~f they were lords if the man'ur; and· 
appropriate the fonts of Sion to themfelves, as .if 
tliey were hymns of-their min CDmpdfi"l· They 
have made pri:te of. all the· pfalms of Dtlfiid, ae 
if he had not been king if lfra'tl; ancl all the 

· ~jfings of cbe LA'!, aii~ all the curfts in . the 
p~oPHETS are converted to their own u'=, aa 
if the lfrailites had no property in them. Aft~r 
thi•; it is marveloully tlrange, that they .. will 
Dtare with us none of thi.ir tmclumttiJs, and that 
they would debar us of a.'J induJge~tm whkh they 
lay claim to iliemfelres. · 

You, Sir, who are aa Drth.?doxbigb Prilji, will . 
judge betwtmus Jews, and the dijfonten,:wbe­
ther we have not the fame right as the bdt ·of 
them to tmploymmts ? Or, what pretence tht~~e 
can be, that againft the coofiitution ·of the 
amntry· in which we live, we; of all other ~. 
pie, thould ·baYe no ibare in coacUog or exc;. 
cutiog the Jaws whic.h we are boasod · to. obey .! . 
Why might not the LAND OP CAN4AN. be as. 
profitably reprefented i1_1 parliament as tile 
J[JNGDOM OF ScoTLAND, ·and with as little 
prejudice tO the &burch if England, from ouR. · 

IYNA-
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· srN~GoGuE, as from THEIR. KlR.K ~ Why 
may -we pot adorn .one iide of St. Sttpha's tbfl:' 
Pfl w:ith ou~.f/4«,, ~igs and fa//Qw fa~es, i~ as 
'becoming t1. manner as our n'wthnn brethreD 
'ap;e~r on _th_e other fade in their IJ/acl ones ? 

·- With regard to publick _ employments, arc 
·lherc- not abundan~e of them in this htzppy 
·-i}Jantl, \Vhicb are fitter for Jtws,- th:_tn for 
'chrfftians, and which have iofen1ibly transformed 
:good cbrijlians into real Jtws, by the prevalcn' 
;force of example? What may 'you ·think, Sir, 
'of us Jtws, "in tbe capacity of txcife ~urst 
'Or, what think -you of 'excife officers, as diff"ereut 
' in any thirig from. us pws; but that- the cnr­
' euxcnED are in all refpefl-s fit to be txciftmtll; 
and·th!Jt the E'%CISEM'-£N are molt of fheill fit tO 

be tircr~mcijit11 
• • t t t 'I ,.. ' • ;•~ • • • ~ 

• , 1-coald, Sir, pc you many: rcafons to COD• 

•.'riol:c you• t.lut natural ihrijfUm: pcliq fhoald in ... 
cla4:c JOG to faTour us . Jtflll ; , that you .bare 
JMilY. oWigations to us as a curl,_,, .thoap 
JMI. forget all relation.. to us· as a cbrijli1111-; that 
._..,.,. rtlilim -was .the pareat of Jollni our .IY"• 

NAGOG UK is fb~. Hdtr_ifs of' ·the tbrijlia 
CHURCH, an evidence of its estrallion, an au­
·tlloriry to prove its antiquity, a living record to 
tefiify -Whtntt 1n1 btHl ;.ur rn~tlmio11 5 and that ,. 

· therefore you_ c:auoot.be too. indolgeot to a.~ 
\. - 13 pie, 



..,91 ~!J1 "'P.ilkrs I{ Pat~R -Aft 

Jit; whofC· efiabllfhmcmt CtiiMtt . k ~· 
~tbout-t:emo-riag the fouodadoa- of -lfiiW ._. · 

~t th.aJ /uc!l. a.rl~I~ Wbiclt I b,avc ~~ 
~~~~ ·~,;ipilfl '.izl;t9tf :Tf~I!Nt•WJMdi 
.ia the fource of all your plenty, might make the 
./)IIi Ti/!41JII»l . .lllld tbc Jtw of fa.wuritc ,CQDG.dc,. 
~~~iqn J!iCh .~\l; d"pec;~q wh~ Jfl.U r;icl\",~~ 
~1-~.th.tfl!ls.la:yoJ.tr ow~ reliji~n#~J J.O~ ~ 
-jqJi.fhln tllat the-~ ;AQR~ h~llit H~ to par 
.them, iijld fufcr all cxp-cm,Wes J'jlthq tht.o aa 

. ..inft their coofcieuees ia fo tell~ ·a t-il-_; 
.. the pcoptC o£ Q)J ~thlr perf~. lao}6 
~~ tp be Qf h~J~~WJ i11fltnui•• aa4 b.daosUIJI 
to ·rhe..~aaa: of lt.;.rlll ,_,. i :-.d.,.U.­
~- ,.Ao allow tacal ail he hw/tt4 4o IJQt • 
...U RdiciC ~-lP.bc r14ji1W.II.Pr 111/fHim,t.. _ . 

. Your brethren of the tln-o, m ret1mt for thta 
tfUt4blgakm"ia the ..,illll{ ,.,.might 
.,t~ly ud ptCIIfiaaWt .......... ,_. 
,. :be:1JIClllr.""" gllliiiTtte~•; Ad fbh IOQ, -~ 
......... ~ •• peopie'wu,-,.,._,..._ 
.-, ~--.en:elf balic•, ea. the ,_,. m._. 
c-.~ •. .,., IDID .;aw~ •• u. 
.-..uty·af tburth. ,jiwl. . . . . . 

. . . 

. ~ wft-..ci ,.,,.f.ag , • .., ••• • 
"' hf (uch rMf-~ n:tw.Pt t>f ~iJadt1e\e •P.IJ­
~~ ~ 'WP. aPPI qpc& J')D ~eQ 11AIA~ 

tuni.W-
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sarally call upon us to ferve parijh '.fPm, which 
you will '"' ftUfir ItS to difcbarge ; yet punHb 
us with foil and penalties, becaufe we tlo ,,; 
tnfchatge them. Are you not more cruel in 
·tim tefpea than the- tojk-mPjltrs if Egypt, who 
compdled o-ar fore· fathers to make /Jricl without 
]trow 1 For, if they bad al!l:ed by policies like 
~l's, they Would 'not have {otfeted us l!J on; 
·fYJidnno mat• the ·hricls which t1iey 'bad com­
mllbdea~ ytt WtJnld bt\'e punljhti/ Us flr OOt mak­
tas wbllt tbtJ 1.0611/lllot fu.fFek' 111 to mlllt. 

' y oa •• ;.mfW thtl'rttn~~~mfo/wfllgll cin, 
" lllcdsin~ tbtt ie the faae ·maaatr 1• "P 
.. dMIIW; aucl· I owDcc1 in tbe ksfaaiog, ·that 
..e could aot apta betM of you aadct' tbll 
drcOlb~. Bt~t· tlml yoi MTt lll.fNtforl~ ah 
~ottU*J to •o as juRtte. For, inte· ..ve al'b 
tnldtr the faflrc·hardtbipt aild ·iaea~tiii.Wlth 
,.,.. tli.ffitrUrs; )ou Otlght to lkdlll'c, tbat JOb 
look upon the Jlf»> Wirh th~ feme tcuder'&aft a1 

you look upon fltbtr dilfnrtvrs; that wbeo rb1D 
»JSPVTE iball be t~tljll}lt4 about what tw is 
F'~"' you willl&ew the fame Indulgence tO 
llte cbiltlrttt "J/ratl, at to the diftipus if c.w;, J 
that either fe~ fiand Ia tbe fa~e predicame~ 
with you; and th~t after the example of ~be 
•poflle PAuL, you will give toleration to the 
JEwlirft. t111d •lfo trJ tbt Gen}ile. 

I+ 
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. It might .be .a.pcaed, confideriog: ~QW 

. loetg we have fuffered ill ufagc, that you .might 
tbiak. it time to give us bet~. From a pafi!age 

, which I find. infected in your leu ned countrJ­
: mao CAMaDJN•s B.a.1TANNIA10 by the prefc~t 

. ··Lord B-lstlOJ' "L()tiDON [wl. I.J. S3S·]St 
appears, ihat ·' ~c: Js.ws 1loqri1bed mj,ghtiJJ ill 
' Ltmdln a _little after the EDIIf.ll!/1 i, ~m& .en~®­
• raaed particularly by /Pilliam Rufus. But 

· • ~heir .~ealth, foJs his Jor_djbip, io fucceeding 
·. c ti111e1 did thCID great iojory10 .whell t8c:y. wtr,.e 
,6.miferably tornuei b7 litft ']lhn to ~(QJVer 
,• and dctliwer up. their hiden trc.l("res. · 1A the 
.• Jllb .of ·Et!~r;, ,tP, jirfi, .t.l;lcU: ,fJD!Ig~ 
.. • wcrc.alJ pJack.'d down.; and 4l ~h~;.'I6t.h ·re.u 

c d lbat JUng tf¥=y '¥CCC all bao.~~C~. ~ . t~ 
'IIUQlbcrof fifteen thoufand •; but their ridles 

• ' were all to be left behind,' a~d ~ey. ~ere 'oPt 
' allowed .to t~ any money or goOds alo!Jg 

• 4 .willa ~m, f.wc only for the necdi'ary charges 
' of their ~raaf pertuio.o. • 

.·;. I was exceedingly glad of this impartial tdli· 
.mony from a chrijiian hijhop of fD great credit­

. _and autho(ity; bec:aufe a learned E"glijh lawyer, 

• ·Lord .Chin JoA:ice Cole, w.ho fpeak1 of their IS][· 
pol lion from tbe view of recorda, numb~ the Jt 'fA'S 
who went away at fifteen thoo(and aad thteci:w-c 

:. ;, Cll. i'!ft. St•tat. '' J•i•if••· . 
the 
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the Lord ChiifJujlict Cox: a, h~th adhered to 

. 'the letter 'of'the Ia w agalnft us t ~s !t'be ·lrotb of 
·our· cafe·; 'he hath affigncd · o'tlr expalfib'l\ 10 rio 
'other caufe thfn DWr .pry, 1100 relates1t to 'hate 
been etreiled by no othft' mcaas than: P"ftiagra · 
·YI~ 11 tt1r afllf'J·; whereu the .fald: lwtl ~ 
1.-plitts if· truly -aDd canclidJ.yto·th~~ 
:and awiricl·of the times,· 'rather tbaif ~·tite.,;r;h­
. ·•thadi_.-of our people:'. 

.. 
· The laborioauNtifllaey STow_E. i.q: h~ $fir• 

''W!ifLOttd••, relates, [B. 3- P·,S+] ~ That:lt.iog 
•. joHN; · io the nth year of hil reign; .com· 
• manded all J.mJS, both mea afMI.weriM!nj bJ be 

. · • imprifoned and grievoun, punithed, · •~er~tifi 
~.hi wou/J ha'Ut an thtir mtlntJ. S<ime of them, 
• fo1; ht, gate ·aq they bad, and promifeCI mote, 
• to efcapc fo many kinds of tor~ru:Dt s fot i9ett 
'one of thein bad at the Jeaft thtir i;ti plwcPd 
· ·WI. "AiDoogft whom there Was'one,~bobC • 

. • ing' tormeDtcd many ways, WOUld Dot tailfom 
'himfelf tiU the king had caufcd (everyday) ont 
1 ofhisgrlllt t11:h to be pluck'd out by the(pace . 
• ofjwm days; and then· he gave to ~he 'king . 

. ~ ''" thtujand marls of fi/wr, to the end ; th~y 
' filould puli out no more. The faid king at 
• that time fpoiled the-JtWs·of pry-fo tJoll{a,fl . 
~ ~rls if jJ1ur.'. 

I ·s' . . 
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fT.J... 1i tl.. r tiniiUL tJ.,_.. • •'-• 
.. # -~- 4Rft: ~ ... q IJM~ '""". ~ pr~ 

"JJCJlp rJi ~J.w~:4 tjl fir.fla f ~' j ltWU~ 
' lllf'Wi1~. lltr1t ~ ~-. ~;--.. Stllllf/ff4 
~-~. •"' RbW a1MI fJQ!WI i IUMi •~ 
~1"od~r.G t• Nll\er.of '- -\irtil.:~ 
4 ~ and ebjlclroa, 1U.d: atewr .. f:i. * 
.\MfVI. pr'lliriPI IAfiD.tf. t9 lJf . -i• fw~ of 
~-their lives, but the '~ wRtl ••w· 
• it; "fhereupon they cut the tbroatt of their 
1 OWJl wires aad ohifdrfa. M adl·· tMa avc:t 
\ ·liM: ... , .. oo ·~~~~~ ....... IIMllh~-. 
c; tt4Pa \he lliog's lafaiog •. ah1J; lwlv:t\ Qqtli. 

~--Mlfa··~ . . 
· •Jp ~h~ :t(}th of Ifenr) t/u t~iri/, t~e. Ylf!'.$ 

• .~~re conffrain~d to P.aY. ·tQ the king tweo'tJ" 
' thou.f~v4 qiarks 't . two t~rin!t in the 1c.ar, 01 

~ ._.elfq tQ reJP.lm i~ pc;tfc;~ual f.r~?· ~-. . , :. 

• I~a hit 35-1h ynr u aaW itl.e.fii~bl• 
, --~·toms of all rich lll.eo, pamely, f'l Aa.RQJ!(. a 

'"1(¥1 {,oro at Ywri., t'Puuc«rn tlwt~fl~Pit .. ..._,, 
.afo{ hiinldf;. and t~ll th~qfQ4 ~s;b for- :tb•· 
~·queen. Aed befilre. 'h~t ti»l~ b' ·h\\41 ta~n 
\.of tu fame j(fl) ~J!l.rp.o.£h as·~tw.tcd-in all 10 

'tl~irt}! tbDVfiltl\llla(l)$.qf .filyer,~~ tw~~·· 
•-,~~ 111~r.k~ of ~ol.4 :ronhe ·';1\ICtl).'. · 

• In the 16th of Edward theft".ffaU the J-• 
~j.u . .tn:J.Rdwcrc (m OQe day) apprehended by 
· 5 prcc~ 
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• precept from the king, bot they redeemed 
a.-thetnftfvts t'or twelte thoufand pounds of fll­
.-tel': Not\vithllanding which, iD the 19rh .,. 

" • his reign he banifhed them· all, as is afore­
•. ibetltioncd, giving them only to bear theit 
• c:hatge till they were out of the tealm-. · IU 
'.ft!ad'e a _dlighty mafi tJmflnty Gf their hour~;. 
1 'Whttfl: ·he fbld, ~f tb'UotnatOtlS b~d paidhlid. 
6 :t jlflillllfl. d aU their goods to compenfate hi• 
'·1ofi. in bani4Liog them." Far Lt-d Chiif Juf~ 
tie~ CoJC.i takes llotice, 'That from· the Ijtll 
c of Dittmhw, In the seth year of a.,,,., tiJ, 
• third, uatit Sbr.rw~ 1" ru{ti'OJ in the fecond' of 
' Edward tht firfl, (.bc:iog ab6lnt -the !paco- of 
~f. 'I'" '-ears) the crown bad reccive<f. fiur hu•a-; 

, • !'a ~,J' twl1ftJ · t!mJfond po"nJs,.fifltln jhillings~ 
•·and four pmtt, dttx:tihus Jwlaifmi; .at whic~ 
• ·rim~ the flunct "/ft'vtr was but twenfy' ft1i{l~ 
• aod now it 1i more thao. t1·eb/, {Q. much/ · · 

!'rom rhit' peri'oct) ·ttn,n r 2'9 r., "e bad ItO. 

JC-admiffioo iato Entland riH. t6S.s,.'being kePt­
~ ba.oilhme.nt· t-hrct hupd~ed and .fixty ·f.oun· 
years. It was tl\c:ra .the wifdQm_ of 0LIV.I!J';. 

CaoM wILL tliat brooght llS H1to this c.ouotrj .. 
J&ain, by a. tt~aty with Man":.{fo~' !J,n· i[r1114. 
-.tlrma. the 7.twiJB 11tJtio11 were rei\'o~d· to th~ 
~Ufe of tbdt ~de aad ~r.fh~g in; E ttgltmJ.. 

lt 
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·:: As it is but f••rfurt yean finct our re-admif; 
Goo, our fathers, for the -mofi part, were oH111s 
by birth. and could uot claim a irot'!ral right to 
9.Ae privileges of the community: They toulcl 
only be received as fortignlrs, with ·proper en· 
cpgragement Jo. tr~fi their f~ilics. a_nd df'~' 
u.nae~ ~he publi~.prote.aio~ •. Btu ia tbit.~rfe 
of_ timet~ Jews 9fCromrwL•a days ace dead. 
and we their children are lllltural-born foJJjdls of 
Britain; ro that what incapacity or difabiiiry 
m~y r~main upon us, is entir~ly to be laid to 
the charge of rdigiou, ·and is 'an hard'llit: 
upon us for dilfi•tingfrom the national ejloblijb­
meat • . This is oar .grievance~ and ·this we ho~· 
will at length hllve redrel8; that the war whidl 
~th been carried on againft us ·a]moft ever 
fUlCe the Norman conquell, may now be brought 
to a cooclufion, and that we may not be op-: 
prdkd _any longer for no otflcr reafon, d1aii· 
t~at ofttr tiN WllJ wbicb men ~d/lhciefy wt tlllr-

. ]hip ~h~· God .Jour fathn-t. · 

• We ought not to impute any cruel difpoli,; · 
~ion to the good pe~p/, of Engload, but to the 
prejudices againll us, which . were fomented by, 
die arts Of hig~try and priljlc~tift. o~ encouraged 

· by the privati views if prinm: Info~ch. th"' 
it was our misfortune to be banilhed from·Rf• 
~~"11~1rius, fotthe fraud ·g£ a fc:w of out: r~ 

giOOs 
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gion, in.fecfaciog a R,.,·lady(. We wereb 
no better. reafon baDUhcd out of Fran ill '12,9~ 
aod the catbolick tiog J•h• tiN. fitt~~~tJ· forctd 
THUE HUNDRED THOUS-'IID jnrs in~ 
day out of the domiaioos of s,.;,. ' . 

I have already faid, and I cannot btii in.iill" 
'With bumble fubiniffioa,· t!Jat it is 'lime we' 
fuould be differently treated ~Y tlie. chrifiia~: 
1rorld ; and that as you have taken the ~w11a,;,· 
'f v•u entirely from us, you ought in comoioo 
juftice to leltfe us in q aiet poJrc:mOii of die rights , ,.,.,.,. . ; . 
. Jo what manner, or to what degrec._the kif~ 
folllrl ought to indulge us, muft be fubmltred 
to their confideration, and muft be detet'1tlitte! 
from a variecy of cln:umftaCK:cs: bat ·whatever 
they grant to 1tblr tiijjinttrs will by undeoiabl~ 

· . pa~:ity of reafon 11 '"' to 11s, unlefs jt could a~ 
ICU that we are not dijfintws, becaufe·We are 
7niJs.; whereas there is' DOt a more co~iilcur'. 
cafe in this great city, than to fee cbe JIW. and 
the diffi"'" blended together in oae .and· ibt 
fo!IU pwfon. . 

It were aeedldi t• o~me a great ~•ba- or 
penonsin this predkament, when. there are.~w• : 
offac.}r notoriety as 'die venera~lc J!-:-r. : 
IP-t~, Efq; and the worthipful Sir G-1. 
C ., I, KDisht. . The former ii fo estremcly 

lcnfiblc 
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if'lfratl ia. this emergelit af\lr, w'e 'NiU pro;. 
mite you,. ·whenever you come amongft as,· the 
Jirjl cut¢ tht pafcballamb, and the 'hiif fiat ;, 
tbt /Jut~llll· ' 

I am, willa all n:fpca te your perfoa aDd 
chuaau~ 

y,. •JI tflfJitttl, 

Hu,M~ firw•t~ . . 

Ffctn lhe place fJi my fojoana­
ment in SJIIIIt.•tu lue,B.,. 
Arcet, the kcth day .of tile . 
1 .ach montll called .41t~r. · 

Solomon Abrabanel 
... 

\ l 

... 
• I 

• . i \. 
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L I'N l T Y *· ·~ vr.,. ••"' '*" 
, · effcaually weakellt4 W. irqstll "" 

numbers of pnttjlant tlijJintm, thaa 
_.. .S*•" •~rtwe.: 01 tb.t~ooanq; the 
Hifls .IMAro "".W ~GCIO aad {Qr~ .. 
""'·~ cocrap&ioQ pat .v.Umbe!P~ }loth .io 
tllUr religioP aDd lophy. What accoaut tbcD 
Qn bl: tiVCO of OJM gen"atio.o of ~ifo'IJ, bciac 
/AI'fllllr•w ~talous. io coadio~ alld caecut~ 
lllw4 .aiUl 9J?,p.r~ve Ll~s aca~D't iiJUntm, 
. . · '- ·aid 
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and of the prefent .race rrfufmg to appear in 
any manner again.ft the papijls: .Or, is th~ 
troth in this prc:Vailing opinion l Let i\s attcod 
to falls. 

In part of qoee~ ELIZAlJETH's reign, many 
of them owed ~the~ p.rQID~i9os to fach at 
were fnoorers of p#ptry. In the four followa 
log ones, the p.pijb int,trell:. gencr~y. J>Uva~ 
ttl t«~rt, When o~r prinw aod minifltrs haYe 
been luul, they ha\re coo&ntly and ca.Gly had 
their rcfcmbla!lce in ~heir prr/Qtrs: but the 
conn~iOo ha• not bc~n fo futc amh1u~ whea 
we. have had fucb rol~as have been tolerably 
g.U. This mayeafJly.be·ac:tOdllted·.fer; thercr 
is a.fall_ uniformity in i~iq!Ji~7 pot fo _i!J ~~ 
liefa. Betides, fPeeioai•ppeattaces-an'll clccJa;,. 
ratioas impofe on the bell:~ and the moft wary 

. are often miftaken in fckfiiog what is good; 
-, but eftl agents every w.berc •ab<>ubd, ancflfc 
.Acady bnhcir ways. · . . . · ~ . '~ 

.• ·. · ·:- . 
. Hiw~~rmictrl po•trs ud pr~ttM ·IJm 
giYCD oar prrlmrs coane&ioos·witti ~·, Th4 
priocipics· cL all Pllm· ·Jijfolt,r ·at~: rtgattl~ ii . 
unfriendly, and oppotite to their high data 
Ufage and conftrudion of laws· have been ia 
fuonr of papijls; efpeclally with regard to the 
•tl '.1 ••ifmlliiJ, there hath· been notoriods 

- partialitJ· 
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partiality. Accordiag to this aa ,, form of 
gtring'tmitrs, .excepting What is contained hi the' 
IHfl '.f nmrmn-praytr, is kga/ ud wlid; there-_ 
f&re our bHhops are obliged to N-mlain papijls, 
as wcll·as prtS/Jylmalts. However, the law has 
~ difpenfed with, io favour 0£ popijh orders. · 
Is not this an 1\igh coo tempt of law· in the r11i:.' 

· i•t clwv; and ;mean and low fubmiffion· in the. 
llil].aod.~irJ 1 But tctproceed. · '- · 

I ..... . ' 

. In the: 35th ofr quem El.lZAitETH, ·ala··~ 
..... eulkd of . the atmoR: har{boefS and . 

. • erity,.ptJrdy. acid merely for /#fJdralilfg from' 
tbe fervice of the church. . On refuting to Jigti: 
ao acknowledgment of their forrow for jipart~·~ 
ti•n •. and to promife eonformily for the future;: 
they were obliged within thre~ months to ab•' 
itf.rt ·the realm, and fuffered as filns, if they: 
Tentnred tG rdurn : but there was a claufe to ' 
cxc~t popifo r«t4fo,ts. Receiving and retaining' 
into any family, a fervant or vilitor for IJ)ore' 
than one month, who did not go to church, in­
carred aforfeiture of n/. By aliother aa im­
mediately following, ~apifls had the much gen- · 
tier ofage· of beiog only confined not to travel 
above five: miles from their ufual places of· 
a~e without licence. Snch were the proceed· · 
itlgs, wber;a the ca!-lfe of the church was prioci~ 
pal, and t~e archbHhops aod l>ilhops_-dire8-ed-

\ . 
. . the-

.-
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the qaec11'1 re'=atmalts. .. To ·tbCIIIl tbe-lbcJw. 
laws are foldy to. be afcribo~h .frCIIa __... 
fwerablc ~i'Res io tbe hoafe of GOIIIIItbll•it• 
is DOklftOQa_ bow SlUt the Hera tiJ. • .._;. 
tG thi1 bUL But they. du&i aet. 90llft c;111t. •· 

_ rdUfal,buiDg foofa:o-feluba !.CiinU~ 
ef&aS- of the fOYCRip's· diCplctdilrc~ Wbbt· 
wben.dais-WD i~.~-..-('01 
their perfoos, -pA)plftJS; lldl 'prilrilep.- TU.; 
high o.ffences and provocatioas, w~b pro.. 
dliODd:fw::b rcnib!c.cftas,aofofibla- tbebcb&oo' 

· vioar of fomo pitrit11111ad ft;lrr~~ ,._.._. · 
flldtlrdiiJ matlt ad·ofothwl, ag' wcsc _.. 
by •IJtrtJfi.nr. 

Rude and iadec~t behaviour and Jaaguage to: 
fuperioun, ever fincc the. revoluti""• has been a: . 
prevailing fa!hion with thofe, who have afi"umed: 
to themfc:lves the difiin!tion of being. the 11111] 
truuh111cbr•'"' ThK manQer gTew in tbe late .• 
reign; bas been greatly. improved in the. pre• 
fent; and is. now advanced to a height far be .. 
yond what was then prafrifed by thefc people. 
In our time, government has been reviled and 
defpifed, becaufe mild at~d merciful. How 
great then would be' the clamour;· how infuf­
ferable the outrage did thefe men endure ~ 
tenth part of what had been inflicted on the 
pqritans, previous to this oppreffive law. Tbeir 
loyalty and atfeaion to tbe qaceo, were real 

~ and 



atl·OI.THOD'O~Y flaltll, •iiS, 
ad undnubted. In the aEt there ltre no colourt 
uor fuggeilioos to the contrary, The punitb.­
ments which were the coofequence·of thls.aa .. 
and all the h.ardlhips with which they were at-. 
tended, do not appear to baye g~veo LhC. qpeea. 
IDllCh concern, though by this mun.s.depi:Wed 

,.of many ufefnl fubjeEts. All ~h~ imputatiCillt-· 
to their prejudice con.G!l:ed in rude compJ.alnte 
of hardthips and fufferiogs, and in difowning 
dre qwtOD's.folrtr~~¥~q - in matan P*"HJ ~rc/efiQ· 
foal. This they thought ia<oo~nt· with:· 
CaB.J al''s.beillg bt.J. O'lllf' aiJ thi11fJ lflllis clltrth, . 
ht .ifthi• was • ftifc aad eethufraftic concdt, · 
with regard to the ftate, it was harmlefs, com-· 
p..ued with the opioioa of the pyt's foprtmllt1' 
and inf'tliJi/lility. And was the. danger · of tbeir 
bitter words in any degree -eq»al to the triajtm­
M./4 ·ao.d mijcbi~'Uous praelices of the Pltfifts, who 

• were -rc:filcfs in their endeavours agaiuil the go· 
~nment, attended with the utmoft bigotry to 
the Spaniard, the queen's moft malignaat ene-· 
roles, and t\)e moll cruel opprelfors of the prott- · 

.flants,,and had been guilty o6 plOts, confpira~ 
ci~ and opeo rebellions. And Jft, fucb was 
the policy of the griat tburcbmmt as to contrive> 
tile keeping the one. at ho_me, and fending the 
uher abroad. 

When the folemn dying fpeeches of Pmry and 
Qthcrs, were reported, the queen is faid to have 

rc-



... 

! 16 t'f'be Pillars D/ PitlESTCR AI'T 

regretted the death offochgHd fubjefu. The 
IJr-chhijhtJps and bijl»ps were cbitfs in all thrfi 
profecotions, and penalties. Sometimes t\ey 
were conviaed, as obllioate and incorrigible, 
and, after the manner of the i•g•foitJII, deliver­
~ to the civil magiftratc: but at other times 
purfued to death; fOI' the .,..,b!Ji,M was the 
fitft who figned the warrant for P111ry"s sc· 
anion. 

They feem to have reafoo and truth aa their 
·fide, w~o afcribc the t•"""s renouncing of 1,_ 
· pu,, oot to tlflerfoll, bat ntc~t1: For her le­
gitim•? aocl ,.;gbt to the crown., ~e maft have 
been wholly indebted to Rmre. Maoy previous 
conditions borthenfome and inconvenient to re­
gal power, would have been -'lipulated; and 
io thefe circumlboces, the ft!ljtlli"t herfelf and 
kingdom to Spai11, by accepting for a hu!baod, the 
fevere and unrelt!!tiug Philp, would have been 
unavoidable. The title of !Nod if the chat,h, is 
fuppofed to have been, the great endearing and 
eagaging particular. in her 1r•ttjlo11t profdlion. 
Under fuch a ruler, how naturally and readily 
were they promoted ~nd encouraged, who en­
tered into all the pride .and oppreffion of pt~pery t 
The courts eccleliaftical wid! great rigour pu­
nifhed d!ff,tn-s, bot favoured aod avoided as 
~guch as po.ffible. the notice of p.pfjls. 

King 
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_ Xipg jAM's I . .feared only the power and 
. ~lky _of &mu; but he liked ma11y . .patticultrs 
· iD -tht.ir religio.o. and bad .made great· prQfef-

. ·~ of ~gard to toiiJ c:oart. He bated p11ri.:. 
lllllif•, 011 tbe.acc;ouot of tt.c rigour and rllde­
iicfs<Of theb' }tir~. :Ia our ,/JI,rcbmm lle founcl · 
• fttU CoDID,plian'e •ad connt~nce, · .ia ,all his 
pretenfwns to abfolutt ptJwiT. Ile reacijly .p~cl 
foch at the htaJ of the church, who were harjhw 
in their feverities ·than their predeceiiOr,. :D.;c­
trina/ «rots, and fomc grofs and rode contr4• 

. &&ions of !flahlijlmJ orthodoxy, were crimes 
punHhed whh ftrt and fagDt. In the fev~ral 
iofiances of burning herct.icks, which haepened 

. in this, and the forUle{ re~n, "in feveral-pa~ts of 
the· ·kingdom, till church begun ao.d denounced 
the crime, and ihtjlatt coacluded ·with .execu­
tion. The dominion and power .of mean and 
worthlefs favourites in this reig!J. who were the 
authors of nothing great or good. eith~r ·at 
home or abroad, and who procur-ed large: grants 

. .dfthe royal 1eveoue, na,tu.raily dimioilh,e.d the 
reverence and infiae~e of the. CfOWil• 

The temper, principles, and opinions of X:. 
Charles the Ifi, difpofed him t~ exercife the 
prwogativt in a more ungracious manner than 
aey of his pred'ecefi'ors. Jn 'order to promote 

VOL. iV. I~;: hit 



~ tS <.fhe :Pillars:tif;PUESTCRAf~ 
:hi~ de.fi&Jls,. he · fupported and encouraged (be 

.moft fevere and oppre.ffive ·meafares of eharch­

.tnm: They were the chiefs in thofe couts; 
where power and .prerogative, in oppofitioo to 
law and equity, prevailed. The Vigoiw of 
cburch-difciplioe,.was not applied to encourage 
fobriety and dCCCDcy, but to ·inforce di1folute­
nefs and diforder. DifPenfations aod~deprlva­
. .fions were the fure confc:quences of refufing to 
publifh the /;Dol of Sport~. ,Royal and ecdifia-: 
jlittJl ordinances, defeated ·the obligations of 
reveaitd and natural religion. ·Was not aU thia 
in compliance with the-manners of pap~ry, which 
was. in ~very ref pea favoured and encouraged l 
How much this was the cafe at coutt is evident, 
from the concurrent teftimony of all forts of 
hfllorians. Sidney's Letters affoul feveral itn.­
portant additional informations ; many other 
letters and informations have been deftroyed 
by the bigotry and partiality of the fuccell'ors io. 
other great families ; but' if what yet remains ill 
private hands becometh public, maoy .. more af­
felting particulars, will be expofe~. Scrupul~~ 
prDtejlants, were diftrelfed and perfecuted with 
all poffible heat, while immunities and favo.urs 
were every where bellowed on papijls. The 

language; in which the church of RDmt had been 
treated, received then a great ~Iteration. ]d,. 

lizlrJ and the· pqp1, being anti,hrf/1, were the 
c:om-
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c6tbmon imputations of our ftrjJ. reformers •.. 
Th'e aeformities, the detefiable ways and quali~ 
ties-·ofthis falfi ch11rch, are without any referve 
fet fottli in our homilies. But the reviving and· 
repeating thefe appellatives ·the, became matter· 

of great o/Jillce ; foft and honourable colours 
were only in fafhion. The books of zealous 

_ trt~t!Jfants were prohibited, while thofe of zea~ 
Jous papijis were either licenfed oi indulged. · 

The foo, who was his immediate fuccetror, 
did not give the proofs of his adhering to the · 
RIJmijh religioa, for which his brother was di- . 
fiinguilbed ; but we have no reafon to doubt 
of his inclinations. No religious confiderations 
coald much affeCt the mind of fo profligate and 
carcJefs a -creatore while iu health, bnt wben 
the approaches of death forced him into fobrie­
typ -lheo be wholly fubmitted to the rule and. 
difclpline of tbis church. , In h~s reign, laws of 
the bardefi .and moll uoreafonable kind, with 
regard to the liberty and property of prot1Janl 
iijJ~~ttws, were cnatled and executed with the 
utmolt firiCtnefs and .rigour. While tht church 
waa thus avenging itfelf on its enemies, the pa~ 
pifll purfued their meafures without much dif~ 
to~tbance in a private and public way. Far 
_frwo being difiurbc:d, the principal poils in the 

government were polfcffed by fuch as were well 
lC 2 known 
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'ltnown or jufily fufpefied. The principal w~ 
the duke of l'Drl, lord treafurer Clifford, Ar.Ji,g­
''"' and others ; yet, no infiances otcur of the 
rMiws if tiM church expreffing, in .thofe days, any 
concern for _.the ptT.Per and grouth of p6ptry ; 
but they earnefily contended for the in forcing of 
:.inflaming end eofnaring oaths : This was done 
by WtmJ, M1rlty, and others, in feveral fe'ffiom; 
ef parnariient, and they treated non-compliers with 
all imaginable p'!fltmzl feverity. The hijh11ps 
andpepjh part1 readily concurred in thefe cruel 
and o,ppreffive laws. ·Revenge and the prof­
pea of'fub)eaing. every thing to their power, 
was a motive with the o,u, and the profpea of 

· producing lafiing hatred and avc:rfion amon~ 
prottjlants; dire£\ed the otbe~. 

Though this was evidently rhe cafe, it ·had 
·flO elfefi in «bating the progrefs of ~ur churcb­
mm's furious ~al. Dtjlrullion-of diffinurs was 
tlie favourite point ; therefore, during the in­
fluence of Frmch or popijh councils, by Jarge 
-grants of fupplies they purchafed ntW laws of 
srea~er feverity, and vigorous r-evival of profe­
cutioos; and towards the conclufion of this 
rc·ign, when arbitrary and popijh meafures re­
>tnrned with full power·, the hijbops and thtir 
adherents were uJgtrf, employed in compJeating 
the rf4in of no~~wiformijls. Lomplugh, of Ext~ 
.ur4 in 1684, commanded his cilt'g;• to pubiijh ia 

- thrir 
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rheir c liurcbes-on Sunday an order of the j ufiic~g­
promifmg the reward of forty /hi/lings for· the' 
apprehending of a 4ijfmting minijltr *. 

During the dominion Qf the t~riu, in tlte 
reign of b~ brother, it was highly ctiminal to 
call the duke of rark, a popffl; though this was 
notorious, and it became his public prif.rffion 
immediately after his acceffion to the thro~. 
But ~his gave n11 apparent co11urn tfl the /eodd1 
of high-church. They begun with gratifying 

: the king in the atfJir of his revenue ; and, im­
mediately after this-grant, defired him to Hfuc 
forth his royal proclamation to_canfe the pt110l· 
lows, to be put in execution agt~injl dijfiattrl 
from the church of Eng/anti. All the cetebra~ 
ted names of the puty were every-where bufy in­
caufing the proClamation to h:m: its full effeCt. 
Had the king gone on in humouring tbtir info~ 
lent and oppreffi've ttmper-, and been contented · 
with the fure and flower methods of promoting 
his DWII rtligirm, be would have' met with no in.­
terruption and have been attended with full 
fuccefs. But the court fcbem-es were for libir11 
and tDieratifJII; they required the compliance 
and affifiance of the clerg,, attempted to punijh 
them for their non-compliance, and d!Jlurbid 
them in their rightt aad · pro'perties. Then 

• Nttlr. Hilt. of PPrittuu, P· sz6. YOl. -+· 
K 3 their 
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their prallice flllly confuted all .·their foJtma 
prtfeffons of abfolute and unlimit~d pi/Jil- ph­

. dienct and n:n-riftjlanct. Theyf .)Yhp ..had 
treated, 'as perverfenefs and unreafoaable oblli­

. nacy in olhtrs, the pi£ as ¢ tonftie•ct, and ~r 
for liberty, rights and priviugtS, felt for tb~­
felves what they would not f£e before .io the 
cafe of their neighbours. How fully thell We:le 

their eyes opened ; how fuong were their de­
clarations of Larrow and concern for what was 
pa£1:; and how obliging and many were their 
vows! When oar wonderful deliverancew.as ac­
com plilhed, the Mtration atl could not be rc­
fufed, after the many folemn promifes in tbe­
d~ys of peril and terror. But feveral reafon­
able attempts to end our religious di.fferenc~s 
were difa ppointed by thofe, whofe pre-"lmiamtl 
and rrinciples give thc:m an aY'Crfion to all com­
pliance and moderation. When the convocatio11 

. met, all abatement in point of cercmonJ and ri­
tual, all propofals for the fmalleft reformation 

and alteration were ~ibfolotely ~eJeCl:c~. No/11,­
m•s ugts .J!t~g/it~: f!ZUiart, WaS the popular, but & 

"Rty anfair plea. Might not this wit~ cqu~l 
truth have been urged agaioft the riforma~;,,, 
and for the continuance of the fanguinary Ia~' 
of popery f For the fame reaf9n the penal ~~ 
of.the CQUrch, w~ich, with fo much mifchic:f, 

IWld in(o a.>;ti·lhriflian a.manller, had been exe-
cuted 
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. atted· above 2o·years, fhould not _have been 
rcpeal~'by-the tfliwatim all. The contri~ets 
aud aktton of-pwfle'-ti"g meafures have con­
Aantly had tbf: diflinBio'll of being for tht 
tbtlt'lh; and the friends qf civil-· and religious · 
r.berty, of being: its mtmies. All opportunhi<;s 
jintt the r'nJQ/ution blve been improved to re~ive 
diftrcffd and· perfoecutiom The bijhops, who· 
have been acli"R on thefe occ:tfions, have been 
ftllerated as-true fathers; white tbey who have· 
been inOoenced·by due regard to the obligations· 

• of natural and·reve-aled religion, which in force · 
mercy ami" charity, have been trened with ·an 
{Grts of repro~hes~ 

In the taft .6o years rhe immunities· of con.;. 
~ene:e, and the full rigb_rs of all quiet and &o6d' 
fabjech, ha.e been flated and eipbined, in' the 
moft fatiefaaOf'y 01Qnn~r. A gmtrti/ t,/rat.=orr, . 
which in the days of our forefathers was treated' 
as impious and abominable, h~s be~n ·fince fully 
juftified. They, whofe pra8ices, when they 
have.had the folfndl of powt:r, have confrantly 
C:ootradiGled every principle of rhis kind; have 
lately affumed the charafler of being the mofl: · 
nalous advocates for an unbounded liberty. · · 
How great is their truth ana modefty ! For. 
have not they, who glory in being the ,,, tr•e · 
font ofthtchurch, when they have had fall power· 
10 purfUe their own· devices, proceeded froat · 

K 4 fmall~· 
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fmatler to· the highell: oppreffions 1 Such was 
il,e /biftn aft, the Jall: legacy of their "glorious· 
queen ANN • .ArcbhijhfJjJ D.AwEs took the chair 
in order to model and .6nilh that ini~ito11s biU~. 

Bromley, the trull:y agent for Oxfort4 at the 
fame time publilhed the ch11ra/s de.Ggn of e;c­
tlading, io another feffions, ALL forts of diffen­
t.rs» from their rights of voting in elell:ionsJor· 
members of parliament, and of being magill:ratcs 
of corp~ations. All thefc great things were· 
done for the church in order to have its zealous· 
and aaive afiiftance in tmd.mz thejlatt. 

On good afrurances of being thus rewarded, 
the pulpit and prefs recommended the giving 
up the fruits of all our viaories, of all our 
blodd and treafures. · They applauded the 
fcheme for leaving_ the houft Df B1ur~ in poe-·. 
ftflion 6£ wealth and power, terrible and dan-· 
'gerous to the liberties of Pur.pe. The deli­
vering us to the dominion of a fJIPifh pretendct"~ 
was the notorious pnrpofe of the principal ma­
nagers. Far from conceiving any fcnfe of dan­
ger from fuch a profpell:, this· was the general 
hope and expeClation of the grt(lt'.flch-urchmtn. 
Peace became chiefly delirable; as preparing the 
way for the fuccefs of htrcditary right. Dt~mg 

fer the chrmh doth not import doing any thing 
for the promotion of piety and tirtue, and for 

the. 
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~he r~Rraint of profaoenefs and immoralit:r~· 
Doiog foinethiog by way of grie.vaoce. and dif~ 
trefs to prottjlant 'diffir.ters,.- is the meaning of 
the word, when u~ by tbofe, who calL them~ 

fdves the ONL y.·g~od cbttrchmm. 

~ut has .doing fir the cluirch. had as pfual a p- ' 
plication to the aff.1ir of popery! This is .repre7 
fented as wholly appertaining to the fiate. Bu.t 
is not· the gaining ·profelytes to an idolatrous 

· fu,Perfii'tious religion, and whofe doctrines in·· 
culcate perfidy andcrudty, a matter of rcligioui 
coocen~ ? Have not the number ofdiffuiJm, Jor 
~any years ,paft, decreafed, both io the capita!~ · 
and throughout the kingdom ? w.hen the f.i • 

. ther& have acquired ceofiderab!e fortunes, do 

. Dot ·the fons think it below gentlemen to go t& 

a meeting? When people of. any condition of. 
•ither fex marry into the efiabli&ment, they gcr 
perally fooo claft to be diffinters. 'But the cafe · 
is ·-quite different with regard to pqpfjls. .;. the 
~ttflaMJ i$ too c.omlllj)o]y lofr in . alli®ces .of , 
_di.~;kind •. 

P~ery for many years has deca-yed very- in;...~ 
con.faderably in great famiiles. 1f it has been ,. 
defetted by fome, others have returned to that 
commuuion: Strong. and very undeferved·. fup·. 
ports. have been procured· to this wi(kld caufo, -

. b)!- us iuttre.fis and. Alliances t,t home... h_ha.s . 
-; K. 5 al~ · 
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• 11K'o had the ald and countenance 'of all tbe~ 
tilighty pomrs abr~d. Far from diminilhing, 
the number of pap'lfs is jufily fuppofed to have 
greatly increafed in this century. They are · 
wife in their arts and fthemes of government. It ­
is known in faCt, that additions ~ue continually 
'inakitig to their rzligiotts JurraJ. Thefe muft be -

-·very conGderable by virtue of their faith and 
· policy. Nothing <an be more properiy adapted 
to make impreffious on perfons of all ranks and 
tharaC\ers. How great is the fecurity promifed 

·_bY. infallihility I ·How comfortable and plealing 
. are the do8rin~s of abfolutio'rl, of dijJunfatims aJld-
'indulgt'ncies ! both to fahits and finners r 

t . . From thefe and many other con6dcrations, 
. the -dfl11{« of the preve1ancy of popery is too evi­
-"ent ; but this cannot be pretended of any of 

-- •ur folts; no, not on the impoffible fuppofitiolt 
·. -of their mtire union. Nothiag is more common 

·in- tl1e mouths ofmany -ualotu churcbmm, than 
· -C'leclarrng the'y would much · rather 'be papijis 

· than p-eshylt,rians. But he mu1l be a blind and 
' J'erverfe zealot indeed, who-can pretend to diC-

·pute from wbiCh quar~nve have moft to fiar~ 
Can any thing be mol'C dear -and <OD•inttug 
from jull experiments at home:, and -from-what 
is praCtiCed among pap~ 'Is and Calvimfts -.~adt 

· · As they would · be good men -and goOd fob~ 
: · it becomes ~burlhmf11 -e'lutlly -with · fl•hf~. to 

. -· COD--
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cootribate tbc utmofi to oor .delivcnpcc (~, 
this adhering plague and mikhief. P., · 
wherever it bas a full influence, is the 1111tbw fj" 
tmfufi1H1t~ •nti~tJ.ery ftH"i worl, aad difcourageth · 
the mofi: amiable and valuable virtues in fo­
c:iety. It is ao impoffible· and vain ·pret.c:Dcr.­
that a r#oi popijl Jhould r.taliy be a 1-' fubjca: . 
If there is any .neccility for producing preofs , 
of_ tbis, we-have much reafon to complaia of -a-• 
carcle!s and unre8eaing.race of pr•t':JIIllilh- · · 

. 
The papers of S'hlldon, -fupericiur ·of the J~­

fuits, feized in N.-uemiltr 1745, atfo.rd many ja• · 
fisw:es <>f the · ab~u_tc fubj~lHoa of the P'1"J/I · 
clergy aod,Iaity;aod thc1Jn£ootrouJable autbo- · 
rity of their : ditedors.' For th~ fupuion of • 
other. order•·may· juft.ty be prefumed to be·-

. equally :.afbittvy ifHheir.·in6tJeoce. We have 
in . thefe papers preofs of comtnands being obq­

-.eel; w bt:n gentlemen of the fiHl: rank -ao,d · dltir · 
chaplains have been bath averfe~o. • feparatioo • 

. None are allowed ·to cb(Jfc-: dliCir own pritfis;, -
~or to retain themauy longer .tt.o is ag~:ceablc: to · 

, :the pleafure of tbe fnperior: How -Gangc:foUJ· · 
JlUill fu.ch bigl)try anct &o0awe4 di(pofitiop be to·· 
.the.(~ollerncncot; for thtrc can'bt no doubt of • 
Jbcir r.eady obeditntc -in ;aij oth« ioftallt;es t : 

When thhc: are· anr ~f. their· miffiooaric;t;: . 
. . who bJ' reading, c:onYCrfatioo; iod probity of~ 
· · · .E . 6 •mtt, · 
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aind, •re difpokd to bctome· toov-erts ttJ oat' 
church, 'bow unhappy and difttJal are their eirw: 
cum fiances ; they are fore of feeling aU pCJJiibl'c 

. effclls of the malice and re-renge of the party· 
they-defert, and have the difcouraging profpeet . 

. of ntglell, coltinrfs, and fiifpid'n with whlc.h w 1!: 

. have tho1Jgbt fit to treat fueh mrrmtr. ·with . 

. a Yery ftw exceptions this has gcneraHy been 
the ·care, ever Iince the revolution. Some of 
our gentlemen~ to their. great difiionour; ha"'JC 
countenanced mean· and proJligate charafiers, 

· and worthy perfoDs have been impofed upon, 
: which are fofficia:nt motives for the ntmoft care · 
· and caution : but do not juffify the prodeQCC 
·and pi~ty of a t1tal 11tgkt1, and aru6fohtte diftou-
. ragetilclll. · · 

Nothing im,nfijltnt with h•ma11ity and chrf[. 
;,. tianityi! rcguired from-the leoders.of Dur church"~ 
·Their predecefTors, in the cafe of prDt!flant dif­
/l••ters, have been proved t<? be concerned in 
. p~tj14illg thtm II death, in ligning Warrants 
._for theit execution: They- were the abfolote 
· direc9ors of arbitrary and unequitable courts. 
They were the chief promoters of laws, whiCh 
fubjetted every thing nluable to Yile informers . 
and 'riler jufiices, armed· with abfolute power. 
And, lince the full light and eftablifhment of 
liberty, they have befiirred themfelves in dif-

. ·treffing thofe, .\vho, as prot!flrmts, fuoul~ .l>e 
regarded asfrtthrtn. Is it not very inexcufabfe, 

•. · that 
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tllat their. ·zeal' foo · the jNII.fliml focrrfo, has·' 
'baea .the· great offimce- and• pro'vocalion ! 'This 
· will appear from a careful review of the known 
temper and ddigns of the generality of their 
difturbers. 

Precantians.~aiDft tbe-papijls are needful, U 
they are, and mull ever ranaio, mnni11 to th~ 
gofJtrnment, Their impudent pretences to U,. 
fallibility; the abfurd and impious powers All .. 

nex.ed to their tfmfttrations ; the dilhonour doae 
to chrifiianity by many itklatrolis apd foptrj/iti~~t~s 
praflie~s, are what they are accountable for only 
to ~e. governor of the univerfe. But as their 
cafo!flrJ and J,tlrirrls cocrupt all true goodnefs· 
and morality, the go'IJtr11ors ef our church for this 
reafon {eciJl to have as proper and ncccffary a 
concern as thegwtrn~rs. if tin .fiat~. 

. . 
The clergy have complained, apd. too often 

'With great reafon, o( the total neglea of th~ tifJil 
magijlrate; for, wilho~t proceeding to e·&tr..enli-· 
ties, many things might have. beCll done to 
difcourage the impudence of thefe eDCQ)ies of r~­
ligion and government, and their nnfair m~hods 
of m!lking profelytes. But the truth is. the map1. 
laws, now exifting, Cannot be pot in executiop. 
·Befides,fucbpmtniary andja11gui'!Jlry penalties as 
they enaa, arc quite difagreeabte to our mild. 
government, and inconfifieot wi.th the mabiiete. 

. ~f . 
6 
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of the age. Attempts to execute· them ~ · 
been rare and uncommon, and only ·in times of · 
great danger, and upon great provocations • 
. They were chiefly made in terrtJrtm. Mo.fr of­
them were es.torted from thofe princes under 
whom they not only enjoyed many immunities, 
but places and power. The repealing ali thlji 
and ful'.flitllti.'lg iri-theirToom·oNE eofy and prac­
ti&oJJJe_ linD, of the dtftrfiw and prtjtrVati'IJt 
kind, is wllat oLu--times-and circumftances all- · 

.foluttiJ require. Thefc, laws have afForded· 
matter for damoar and fcaodal-; ct>mparifons 
&om ltenoe ha-n bcea made· betwixt PtJPifh and ! 
pnt!flam fevcrities.· But in thi& the clamorous · 
h'ave been- •equaHy impudent and· 'ungr.ucfu1 •. 
Have drey not· -generally-·.beeo·a dt:ad. letter, and·· 
a mere name without e.f"ttt ?-·Can any thing" 
then more bect>me · tbe -. biiPlfJUT of our Tcligion, . 
and nation, thAn tjfitluaJJ, to remove this re-

- proac:h·? Laws hard and fevere; and whidr · 
- lllnnot,.O. ortnlll, to be-txecuttd, procure --hatred-' 
and' contCOtJit ; than which, nothiug worfe can·· 
·happen to any government •. The· fufpicions· 
-entertained of tJW hifh•ps , muft be groundlcfs. _ 
They were promoted·· oa aff~ranies tivco of' 
'their tetnpers and deGgos,. being·quitc.oppoftte­
.,o IIHir pred~ttjfors onder Charles the Ild; wtJo .. 
llave the latliDg reproaczh· of beiog DIWlitllO&IS' 

~ chcir ~O'Uag ~ft sbc IC~ of ~ 1!.1~ 
Dr 
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.br Htrttico CDmburtlld~ (t677.) We cannot -
iinagine the majority of this /m1. h are for the· 
eontinuaoce of fuch feverities, and averfe to­
provide for our fecurity, by ONE fohtr and rta- · 
(onahft LAW. 

In order-to the framing ftKh a,faw~ the ut-­
moft fagacity and pradence, and all alfiftat'lces ,, 

-are requifrte.- Aftd ·nothing can better de(erve · 
the illilnfl cue aftd · confideration. What we -
have feen and·fett; lhould make us fenfible .of·· 

·the t,u,fpirit of plptry.. But as there are too · 
many fymptoms of the prevaleacy of i".[m.ftbilit' 
1Hid iiUJttmri•n, Jcl us ¥ecell'ta wiJat an 171t11J1 

-wa ri.IJy ha.e. There are fome conflderatiooS, 
of a general nature, and 'fome in which we are 
more peculiarly tonceraed. The policy and · 
-defigos of Rotl# ue ·ttiU the fame. None Qf 
thcir:.rntu~rl claillb aad·prKlices· hav4 been,..,.. 
.. ,,ttl. Nor con Ulcy be given- up, though 
~ircutDflanccs obHge rhem to fufpeuf100 and 
Jorbanoce : No iatCITCiltion of time aad acol­

.fCDts can weakeny much· lefs dellroy wh-at i$ 
fQooded oa diviu mul infa/Jihlt right. Thofe 
·powers, who have been fo mean and fertfe!ers, 
·as to cootiMJe in dteir de1"0tioa to -dle infalb.., 
·hc•tl, have ttceivcM gr-e;at beatfit · &otn the._,._. 
fmnflli~"· The &oundlef$ pawtr Of elifiof'lltc 
·of crowns and domlaioos, aod Ji.flfl.t ""'; fialCis 

· by Ut<)IDIDUDKatl~ aod intcnti&, are 'bOW 

for bora 
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forborn ·on the account of their. huard and 
danger. 

· As the po\Ver and praaices of the fucce!T'ors 
of St. P tttr arc little regarded and rell!ember­
ed, it will be proper to produce a few iuftances 
io the very words of the PAI'AL·IIItll<, The 
JJ11ilt1rium Mag(lum, . printed at · L~xtmbargq 
1727~ vol. I, at pag. 2.7. Ad• 1073. Gr1g. Pap. 
affords an accoont of. the ex"mmunhati•n of 
He11ry, fon of the emperor of the fame name ; 
of his being dtpDftd from royal dignity ; and of 
his fubjells being ab)ktd from their Hths of air 
legianu, pag. 28. The prayers, tears, tbe m. 
ferablc arid humble fubmUlions of t.l!is prince 
procured him ahfolutiDn. But for filbfeqoeM 
'offences, the excommunication was repeated, 
and his depofition we han in the followinft 
terms, pag. 29. 0111ntm p•t!fMttm 11 digflitm• 
illi regiam TOLLO, tt at· NJ/us ChrifiitiiiM'um ,;.., 
fieut R.EGI, wtdiat INTER.DICO; om11iftplt, fjui 
. ti jurtl'TJtrunt 'lltl j11rahu•t dt. regni dmnilltltitmt-i 
juramenti promifiionc A BSot vo. 

The excommunication o£ 0\'lt Henry VIII~ 
was in I 535• We lia!e the particulars, p. 7 IQ. 

Among many which might be mentioned; (only 
. recite-lpfa_fgut mifcdtra~a tt oMtatillftJe 

tam fa£1o' fUOm i11 po/Jirum facittulas_-N~tllius 
roblris fill fii,OII'Itfjli nu//afqut2 irrit11s2 . ~'!/fos_-t~c 
, • ,, .· ~ pro. 

. I 
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ir• Uft!lii baJIIulas fir• D~S<:ERNf'MVS .II Dlf.­
t1.AllAMUs. As his bolinefs thus · dcclar.e-4, 
a.1/ agretmmts, prf1111ijts, and alli1111tes, utterly 
VOID ; (~ in what followeth, ALL the paJiiffions 
of his fobjtils and favot~rers ~ fea and laad, ar.e 
tleclared the lawful prizts.of piratu and robbtrs, 
bona lDCrcantia,. pecunias, na.vigia, res.et ani.­
m~lia, ·aueloriiate, fci~ntia et poteLlatis plooinJaooo 
dioe;-captoribus concedimus. 

In t11l. II. 1570, P"l· 324-S• In tlie ex~ 
communication ofqu~n EtizA&ETH1 be pro­
oouncc:th-.!trtin etiam ipfam . prett".fo regni 
1rieJini j•rt ntmon ,,; tt fJtliCungue dDminio, 
~g11illlte, prifJiltgi«JUI privatam. It afterwards 
difehargeth all from their oaths-Procmi,. 
fuJtiitiS tt P'1tUtl "fiiilte rtgituz, ·& (leltrDt omnis 
fW i/Ji IJUomoJocu11tfut j ura'Utrunt hujufmoJi, &e. 
--.-ABSOLVIMUSo .. 

· But the feafon of :~ealous aad general obedi'· 
ence to all the ditl:ates of Rf»M, was aow over, 
aod the effect was oot anfwerable t& wha~ wat 
aeligned. Such fulminations againft particll'" 
lar princes have fincc ccafed. · The Rmttlll P•• .. 
tiff cootenteth bimfclf with 111111ual Jnnineit1ti1111 
againft htrtticli in the Ctn11 D~mini bull. 
This is indeed very full and .fignificant, and has 
from time to time received additions and im .. 
provcments. ..1.11, who bavcf'tartlttd fro~ ·tlu: 

chtmh> 
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th•rth ef /l,,, <?f whatcwer dtnomiaatiea, ~~"~'= 
.111M fo~em&Jr tM•1/II1lflll~tile. · · ' 

From wiiet~ce it plainly followeth~ that ~ 
comiog good and obedient ful>jelb to Pf'l'l!fillffl!' 
·princes is inconfifient with the faith aod rdl­
·gious duty of a popifl. Ncce8ity and feat aweth" 
·them into a qnict behaviour ; but whenevtr< 
they have any profpcll: of foccefs every evn ·cf­
f~ of bi&9trr and wicked. zeal is· to. be. cx­
l#led.. 

Tfie coDJ.&D.On· plea; of' men's being Jhtli-' 
il'ljltUMul h.,.,.,~;,;,, priiUijus. ·ia·· tnttpflr•l a~­

.f.lli.r.s~ mull: not be. a«c--aUowed~ T-4> ~r gtat.r 
ilil\IDC how few are tbeliC asaoPg ue, ·who have· 
.•"1 priilciples : -and· therefore· ne-1/Jilil oan bt: 
expeCted, where there is ae·-uz•fo• Bat·!Mfills,. 
who live among·• prot!ftonts, are well feafoned · 
.with the fuoda!Detltals of their pcrfudinn. Of 
what grfat· aad.good tbi.ngs are they b.uebf 
Atif.ured, ill thls a&d 'the world to comt:-1 They 
.arc confident of h:aviog oa -their fide infallibiJiiJ, 
..MfoftiJ of being fecur.ed from· all forts of· 
·.eYils : facb a ri"retted opinion muft prodli(:C 
whatever can be defired. The tltertts of the 
.;.fa/Ji/1/e h;•J, or what their priefia alJ"ure them · 
-are- fuch, are heard with the fame venerati?n bJ• 
the generality of I•Pifil, .as an immcd~te •oic;c. 

from· 
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..ft:om.o.bcavca. _ ~~~ain~n- proors of th~- r~U'­
hood and vanhy ef l-kelr bigh ana 1ficked p~~ .. 
. Sen lions art! inligoilicant. Groaodlefs ud-Ge06 

..jd-eat. cqnaeits AEe ~ illore &rmly retained/ -~ 

. ..,ate with ·g~atcr tl-~e!ngth ·thaD' arrf neafon­
~ble pcrfoafton. Deiu.fion is infinite; and will 
not_ fo.ifer us to giW'e any attention to .the moll 

·miCc:hicmus- confeqtteo~&. flow elfe could· 
.man, who ls .. fociable being, ronive, without 
-abhorJence, difpdlfaUons foe taking of oathl. 
and abfolutions from abci.F obfuvance, after 
ahey are t_a.kCG~l · 

_ 'theft are die lllftllll d"oS:tfnes and pratlices ~ 
-#'J11¥J ;- tblilug'b they: have been Elreo dlfownetl 
·.w.itb theic ufoal' aiedcttly -aDd veracity.: Ae-
-. .cording to their. jjjillllthe wbole itftltir of fwrar- · 
·inc on any oc'af~n befo"' brrelilfJ! mBgillrateS' 
moil ·be ·a mtliii.J. They ·are, as brntic!rs, iii-· 

r competent judges, and Are all by Tirtue of the: 
Cm.a D1mini boll, in· a flate of excommunica~ 

tioo J and as fuch can have no privileges and 
powers; .all their doings:mvll be- itlicit and of 
D!> e.ffea. They can have no fenfe of any obli-­
gations; and therefore mull ever be- ready tO"' 

take any oaths of allegj~nce and fidelity. But­

onr oaths, as now formed, ~nnot be fwallowcl; 
becaufe, by fo doing, they would renounce fomc 
of the prill&~l ppints of their rdiaion. Y c.t 

foe..· 
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~or great and weighty purpofc:s eYeD 'jitcb · fo~ 
e>f fweat:iog .is. allowed ; but fach permi:Sion. 
are only granted' to particular and· felt:a per.. . 
CoDs. · This can never be • general, ltecaufe ft 
would be a p11-bllc and repeated difowtliDg t~ 
pro~ffion. , 

:.; 

Th~ pope's power to grant any fort·of-lca'fe 
is readily believ~d. Far from being 'confined 
to things \awful and hooefi, he can beO:ow what 
cha.JaClcr• .and colours lae pleafeth, on perfons 
e,nd things, in contraditl-ion to nature nd 
truth. Di.fpenfations for taking unlawful oaths, 
were they_ generally known a~d o~ed. would 
be a~ intolerable dUhonoar and difaedit to tbif 
communion •. T.his is what no governmeat 
fuould endure. However, there is no doubt cf 
this having been a ~mmoo pratl-ite wbeoeVer 
iudged expedient and oecelfary. A proof of 
this ~ppeared fo late at 1678. Printed joamal 
8w. 168o, in pag1 1-52, is an account of a fa­
culty under the feal of cardinal Barkrirri . fd 
difp111jing with the taking the •aths, aod ltb.r 
things. 

This f~cutty was entered into the j'urnal of 
tht H,11ft if CfJmtnDIIs, and probably into that of · 
the LfJrds. -flf this entry was not deftroyed in 
the "following years w.herein P•Pifh councils and 
power· prevailed~ a prefent pablkatioo.·would 

. be 
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t>e very feafonab{e. Thefe permits are for thole 
whofe religion -has not _yet made them iofetUible 
of hODOOr JDd hoaellf in the moll (olemn tran~. 
faruons with pr~t.~JI•,tJ~ Hereby what thn 

_ fl;ruple, as unlawful, .is .not only fatisfied, but it 
beco~s a laudable performance!: The gr.eat 
end and purpofe of (erving the. &athQ/ici etntft. 

,. confecrateth cvecy ineans, efpecially wheo. di· 
R&d by Juch ~uthority. · · 

.. when oatbs:have ·been taken with, or ·with­
out a difpeofation, in compliance with bmtieal 
Ja.ws, all &heir concern muft be how to evade or 
break them with fafety. Thus they pay a du­
liifnl regard to their Jupreme Jir#ll1rs. The1 
bt¥efrequently renewed confiituiions and.de­
crecs egainft tbofe who fwear or oblige. others 
·to fwear (what thty call) un~wful, impcjJi!t/e 
and tltmuulblt oaths, and which contradict the 
rights and liberties of the church, and the de­
·crees of the council of Trmt (fee Bu/Jarium 
Mtzpum, vol. IL 1584. pag. 513.) . lmiocati• 
c111)fit'!~i'nis"Nic. 3i. tl aliorum Jarrtlionum, &on­
lril jrwantts et jurart faeimtts, iUidto, imp'./Jibilia. 
tiamnofa 11 tctlifllljlittZ 1ihwtati, ae dttretis tmeilii 

·yridnttini-lldvtrfontia. 

Thia hu been the conftant and continued 
l.aoguage f>f their /llfln'tign pontiffs; all oaths 
aad tontraGts made io the moll folem~ and 

bind· 
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biJdmg manner, are declared N•lli~biCIIiit. · 
the Xltb, when they· contradia: what ·fie· 
-etkems prior and fnperior , obliga'tiofls~ Thi~"' · 
~~ properly applied by the bHhop of 'Oxford, in· 
his fermoo m tl11 rthtlli~,, ·preached O&to/m• 
I1~S· to vain dependences on the words and' 
aft:urances of tbc pr1tentler •. · · 

What bas been produced, fofficiently pcoves 
the points we have under cenlideration. Mol­
tiplyiQg. authorities ·would be needleft. How-

. ever it would be a nfeful performance to make 
an entire cQlletHon of whatever is to be fouad 
·on this fubjetl. The decrees of councils, what· · 
ever has been poblilhed by popes in all forms;. 
the occafion and confequences of all th~fe de-, 
terminations and ordinances, £hould be_ explain:-, 
ed by lhort hillorical narratives. This would 
expofc in full colours ·and proportions the m11a. 

if fin, tht fon if pmlitiDn ; who has long appear­
ed in oar world, not for the quiet and welfar~, 
but the difiurbance and mifcry of huma~ facie-· 
ties, and· wbofe true devotees can 1U'IJ_tr c.eafi ti . 
dD ,WI. As they are not their OWB . mafiers, but" 
nmR obey their diret!lors, thty ctJnritJt lit lrttJted 
with any Jin-t ifcrmjidmce and tr,yi. 

·From what bas been faid, it "plainly follow­
eth., -there- cao be ·no entire •dtpondanee on "the_ 

• Pag. 16. • 'The moft form"al declaration "he can 
make,' &c, Sec an:hbiJhop Slfltra fir~ ·vol!lme o( 
~Lrmons. 

evidence 
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.rii~11ee·they-giv~ upon olfrh, ettbet"io'ciVif or . 
• criaainat eafes. The· penalties ·of perjory, ·and' 
-the. ~avenieocics which attend the lnfahiy of­
·beiJig a .falf.: witnefs, ·.are their only refirai,nts~ 
Tbe feofe and importanee of an ·o;t_th, becatife 
taken before-· an antlthemataed, and conf.,_ 
queody.~ocollfpetatt judge; cannotire duly re­
.garded. When the controverfy is bet\tixt one· 
of thc!r ow~ c~;>mmu.nion, and a htr!lic, what 
arts o( faHb.ood and prevarication may not be. 
.expetleiH · 

The revival of lttzNimg in the t.wo taft centu­
ries, and the frm/4• of tnq11iry, introduced by 
the ..refcirmation,fuould naturally have produced 
the difgrace and diminution of P'P"Y· · For no· 
ca~fe can be incumbred with grolrer abfnrdities 
ud more offeoGvefooleries. But tJrt and poli&J, 
great and growing wealth and power, have 
giveo it efFeClbal fupports, and hHe caufed fr· 
to grow and iocrcafe both at home and abroad: 
To the J,if•its belong the chief praife· of thi~ 
w011derfnl managtme:ot, They hav~ de·preffed 
and almoft totally extinguHhed the long boafied 
rights- of -the Gallirem churcfr. All tht: brave 
and reptat~d efforts of parliaments and lawyers 
have been inetreaual, an~ .have on)-y difcove~d 
the power of their adverfaries to .be great be .. 
yond imagination. Nor have they only got the 
better of law ao.d argument,- but have fubdued 

a fpirit 
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a fpirit of eothuf.afm, which was raifed ~ their 
·prejudiCe:. Thus t~ court of A-..-u, 6r fo 
s~ny high conte1ls, has bees, .for fonle ~. 
•ntirt/y tkuat.ld t~ R1111t1. . T~. btall of :··c 
bcaft, which feemed w~nnded to death, has 
been healed, and all that . pc\ft ·of the wodll 
~ondereth .after the bcaft and worlbippcth•his 
ilnage •. 

. Some plaufible · and · fuperficial o)?ftryf" 
among prottjlants, have propagated a grouod­
lefs conceit, of the abatement of popifh. cruelty. 
),tccaufe the puoifumeots by· .fire . and faggot 

· · ha.e ceafed ;. therefore mildoefs pr~aileth. 
But do not the burnings in S,ain and·Pr!tiigol, 
and the difmal apparitioas produced to light 
fr.om the d111Jgt~~1s if lht inquijition, afford the 
moft jtiJ.us fpeaacle. to a mulritude of aU ra~s, 
which is confiaotly .. alfemblcd on thefe-oc_ca-
1ions ? In. ha/1 they have great.advaotages fr.om 
travellers, an~ from none fo confiderable as the 
expenfive Englijh. Thefe refined politicians 
wifely avoid offending taeir viurors with: fuclt 
fitews. Amongfi them; all is perfotmed withi• 

, the _impenetrable· pr.ecinCls of ·their·.horrid 
tribunal. 

· • Since this traa was written, there 11as been 
a change in Frtttire for the better, by the expulflon 
of the.Jtfoits; which we hope will lte prOductive of 
areater gcod io time. -

vAma:-



. . .~iq is the fllpP.Oiition of an · aba(lmtnt 
d t/lo· worft kind 'of perftcutio,, while the iri­

.. -.uifitioo fubfiileth in ~ta full force, and with 
. ·all Irs arbitrary; fecret, and moll inhuman 
. praflic:a; A• pr:otyJantifm has in a great mea-

fare been totally extirpated where it prevails ; 
the fubjeas of its vengeance are greatly dimi­
nifhed ; but there is no d~OJlnution of its vigour 
and. diligence~ ... · · 

In P,.uee, when-minijlers are dlfcovered, the 
paiafut death of breaki11g M the whulis comrn~n­
ly inRi8ed ; u for ~hers, they are become fen .. 
Jiblc of the evil policy of lofing ufeful ha[lds; 
and therefore they are confined to the ptrpttual 
Jltltwry .of the gallies, which, all things confider­
c_d, of the two evils, is lefs eligible than the 
fuort, tho' mn't lhocking ponilhment of perilh­
ilig in the flames. How gladly woul~ the other 
fex change their difmal confinemeilts for mar­
tyrdom ? As thefe things are certainly fo, ho\Y 

' affd}ed moll the ignorance be, how great the 
infeDfibility of the real Jirt'lllgth and true fpirit of . 
p.ptry, whic.h for many years hath been f<> 
common. 

They, of this communion, who live amongll: 
tls~ have had the impudmce to tlifown thls as 
dutch as poffibie ; and for the riLl, they have 

'VOL. IV. L manx. 
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.JDJDf difguifes. 'fhie is ene of the. ma.t:lyin.­
:ftaoces of their alfuraoce and faUhood. -.,As 

their whole fou~dation. is fa ICe, fo. every pah of 
-the fuperfirnfrure has been. carried on by /jint: 
and by all tkctiflaMenifs of unrighteoofnefs~ 
Their -eccl6flajli(al fthemes an'd ~rders ·.in Great 
1Jr~i11< and -JrdaTJd_. fife ,kJ;JQWn i fo arc. thy 
Jarge fqms _wbiGh are Cl~pcilde«f ?D ihi.$ acc_OUn:f 
both at home,and abroad. The many altetlin' 
and dangerous proofs we had Of their e!lmity to 
.every thiag .valuable in our ct.Jnfiit!ltioll, have 
b~o fo often, .and fo· letely repeat~d, at to .reo.­
.dcull:rema-r~sof ~hi~J.ind ufcle~.-- · _ 

. . 
- Jull:intiplations h~ve beengiven, how .a nli:. 

gion~ unfupporte~ by a.II true reafon, and'void 
of every good quaJtty, has been mairdained and­
increojed. As :it is not abfolutely necelrary, we 
will not auempt to open and explain fome of 
the~, for fear. of givi'ng high- offence _to th~ -
great people of both fexes. . One thing only 
fuould-not be omitted. Since the marriage of 
Char Its the Ill, the devout and hcly w:m.n of this 
ccmmunion have been its moll ufefu'i advocates 
and fupports. They have been; and are emi· 
nently fo in our days. When the bulband ha'S 
bec:n well difpofed, the teizing 2l1d importunity 
of the wijt has abliged him to defifi from hi~ 
good 'defigns.- And when they have h!id th~ 
1c:folution to carry them into execution, domtjlic 

- · 1ife 



M · Olrt-llfOOOXV }!'nften. . . . ;4j 

life his generally prnwd'difagre'ettble; lrt:per•·. 
foll$lof · r.aok and ciN:umllan~•i the~ are *:111'1 
iAibncas-, if1 ally,: of rt!Sird be~ paid to the' . 
battet~ judgment of the elm. The endearing­
benefit of!abfohltioo; and' a perf'eff deliYerance' 
ff'OID. frights aod fears of tlui moft affi:aing· 
~iod,. mua be- verr mgaging arguments ~itb 
the wtaktr fli·. Strong a9d -c:onAdent, afJ'ertioDl. 
high and mighty promifes, with which the 
agents of Romt 'abound, are to them far more 
a.ffetling and convincing, than the utmoft clear· 
nefs and 'llrength of argument. I will not pro­
ceed to many o.tlier confiderations, but conclude . 
with a wry inttrd/.ing parti<ular, which feems I . 
not to have .b~en commonly known. It mull: 
have been of great and comfortable importance,· 
in fixing the adherence of the ladi,s to fuch fa~ 
cuhies and privileges. 

In 1-he colleaion of letters nod other writings 
relaJ.ing to the p~pifh plot, in the hands of G. 
Trrhy, Efq; and publi!hed by order of the Houft 
cfCommon', x68o. at pag. 122 and 123. we 
ha~e the Latin triginal, attended with a traof­
Jatioo, fa. u.'tits and priviltgts granttd to the right 
r.'fJ. Jatlxr in Gcd, John Laker, an Englilh. 
priefi ; ta he by him txt ended unto and txtcuttd, i11 
tbt ltingdams of England and Scotland, and all 
other lhe dominioos if the king ifGreat Britain, 

L :l. except- • 
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1.1«1/¥1~"1 Ireland. Th~ 4th, which is · to -our 

, prefent _purpoCe, is as followeth, Of graining a 
.Uberty and allowing a right to all from whom 
clue beoevolcoce hath ban with-held, or tG 

whom upon any preteace it bath been refufed, 
of d11111Jrulillf and tlaimittg the duties of the DJar'• 

t;iage .bed.-The Latin is much ·fhorter.,.:.; 
Rjllitu•di jus puiUi tliPiiMIII amf/Jidll· 



M ·A. C H I It V E. L ~~ 

VI N D- I' C A T. I o· N 

OP 

HtMSBtF and his · WRITINGS,. 

A' O A INS or· 

' The lMPUTATI'ON of IMPIETY,· ATHIJSM'1 

ind other H1oa· CRJMJS.--: 

EXTRACTED Fl.oM• 

Bli~ I.ETTER: to hlr· Fu~N'D · ZENOBtuS; ' 

• 
And TuN n.A -z:ao hi to B N G L I "S fi: 

By.. M~.- N- E V I• L L E •. · 

• See the tife of Mr. llt'llille;, prefixed to the latl 
edition•of his Dial'l"" o• Gl'fltr'IIIIIIMt, priated fw 
Mr. Milltv, in the Sfrand. 
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V I. N. D I. C A . T 1 0 N, · 

OF 

Wi.ltfsELi ·and· Im. WaiTn.ios~ 
:file. .... 

'I. "HE dlfcourre.. we bad ·lately ( &ar Zen~· · 
Ml) and the preffing impartonity of 
(i,.i/1, Solvioti, that I would ufe fome · 

aeaos to wipe ofF the many afpcrfions can ·opoa 
rsy writings, gives· you the prefent trouble o( 
rea~iog this letter; and me the pleaful'e of 

·'· . , \lJrl~JDg it.- . . , . 

: I have yielded, you fee,. to· the entreaty of: 
Gtiilio, and the reff·of that company, for truat I 
.efteem it a duty to clear that excellent fociety 
from the fcandal ()f having fo dangerous and per~ 
Dicioas a perfon to be a member of their con­
vcrfation ; Foe by reafon of my age, ·and frnce 
the lofs of my 1iberty, and my fufferiogs under· 
dlat monfter of tuft and cruelty, tfltxander r/t 

L +. ' Mtrlici, . 
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Mu/i(i, .C.t over us by the divine ..engeance fo• 
our fins, I dn be capable of no other defign or 
enjoyment, tl)an to delight and be delighted in 
the company of fo many cihoice-and virtuous pcr­
fons, who now alfembte tbemfelves with all fe­
curity, un~er the happy and hopeful_reign..of our 
new princeC~m11; and we may fay that tho• our 

commonwealth be not reftored, our &very is at 
an end, and that he corlling in 11 tJid-fiWfl ~huice, 
, may prove, ifl have .. good 1kill in prophefying 
as I have had formerly, :incdl:or to many re-

_nowned princes, who win govern this flate in 
great quietnefs, and ~itb. great clemency; fo 
that-our poflerity is like to c:ojoy cafe and f~cu­
.rity, tho• not that grcatncfs, wealth and glory by 
\v,hich our city hath for fome years pafi, even in 
t.be mofi faaious and tumnltuous times of our 
democracy, given law- to Italy, and bridled t!i~ 

ambition of foreig!_l princes. Bist that I may 
avoid the loquatity ~cident to old men, I will 
come to the bufinefs. 1f I remember well, the 
exceptions that are taken to thofe poor-things I 

bave pubiHhed, ar,e reducible to three:. 

Firll, <fhat in all my w~iting1 I injinuaft m1 
grtat ajfillions to the democratical goYernmenr, 
rum fo much as to und.rvalut that of monarchy ;~ 
rljpell if it, which laj1 I do nvt tJ!Jjclll'el] in_ 
m~ny po./foges teach, and as it were, perfuade th~ 
peopk tr; tAl""' off. 

Next, 
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~ ·'~~~. 'Thtll..in.:/.utrt p_l,.m I -pmt "."'1-:t~taJ_ i(f::­
littils, Jligbting, and ;-qilifyjng· t.ht church ti,S..f!'l'~~ 
~ diJ tbt mifgptlmrm""l in the ,wor/J~ llnd Dt Jucb 
tolli#mpt. malt way for atheifm on(/ profanenefs.;. 

. And lafily, ~Ill in m1. "'~ 'I t.be prinfe,l 
tttHh monarch,.s aU tht !.~&~cr_able vi/kV,ies. th.rfu71 
h invmtta, ant! injlrutt.ihe'!l how 111 break faith.,, 
apd ,; .pprifs Q1Ja to mjlave ihei~ jilbJitl s: · 

llliallanfwerfomethiog toevery one ofthefe; 
and that I mayob{ervc a right method, wiU bC4.· · 
aio with the firft;-·- . . 

· I lhall fpeak to thac wbkh' ii indeed fit to be-· 
wipeii off, an.d which, if it wer~ true,. would not' 
only'jufny expofe me to the hatred and venge;,; 
·a nee of God and all good men, but even deftroy, 
the deRgn and purpofe of all my writing•;· 
which is to treat in fome fort, as well as one of. 
~y fmall pa~ts can hope to do, of the politic is: 
Aod how can any ·man pretend to write con­
cerning policy, who deftroys the moll e.!tentiai 
part ofit, whfc.h is obedience to all governmentsl· 
It will be very eafy then for Guili11 Salfli'llti., . 
or any other member of our fociety, to belteve 
the protefiatioo I make, That tht animating if 
1"ivatt men, either diretlly or indiretlly, t~ dif-

''"'' much ltfi to jhalt 11jj" any goveroment, h1w 
L 5 - ~ fk., 
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thhoJicmjuwr, WIU·IIe&IT mmy tlJ.11ghts fW' wrif':-­
i.lrls, Tbofe who>arc unwilling to ·believe this •. 
may take the pai.ns to a.llign in any of my books~ 
tbcpalr~ they huagine to teod thu way. (for 
I can think of none myfelf) that fo I may give 
fuch perfoa more particular f.atilfatlion. 

I•mull.c:oufdi I have a difcourfe in one of my~ 
books to ~.ncoarage the ltlllillll nation, to affume­
their antient valour, and to expef the Barba­
s-ians, meaning, as the antknt Romans ufc the 
lWord, aU firangers from amoag us : but thai: 
was before the kings of Spain had quiet pofref. 
fion of the kingdom of Naplu, or the emperor 
of the dutchy of Milan; fo that I could not be 
1ntcrpreted to mean that the people of thofe two 
dominions Choilld be flirred up to fil8ke offthcir 
princt's becaufe they were foreigners, .6ncc at 
tbat time Ludovh Sfo'u was io poJfeffion of the 
one, and king Frtdtrick refiored to the other., 
both natives of Italy. Bot my defigli was to 
exhort our countrymen not to fuffer this pro· 
~ince to be the fcene of the arms and ambitioa 
of Charla VIII, or K. Lrwis his fuccefror, who 

· when they had a mind to renew the old title of 
the houfe ef Anjor~ to the kingdom of Naplts, 
.came with fuch force into !tal], that not only 
our goods were plunde,red, and our lands walled, 
biU even the liberty of oiir cities and government 
. . . 

en· 
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endangere4 ; ,. but tQ .. unite and oppofe them.-. 
and to. keep this p..rovince in the .hands of 
princes of our own nation, this my .intentio-n is 
fo vifible in the chapter itfelf, that I need but 
refer you to it. . Yet, that I may not anfwer · 
this impu~iDn- hardy by denying, I }hall a.Jftrt 
in this pia~ what my principles 11r1 in th11t wbich 
tie w~rliJcatls REBELLION; which I bellel'e to· 
-~e.oot oqly !1 ri)ing ;, arms agaiofi any go\'ern ... 
~ent we live under, but acknowledge that · 

'; word to extend to ~I dondrjlint confpirr.ICits too, 
by whicl) tbe peace and quiet of any country · 
may be interrupted, and by confequencc the lives 
and efl;1tes of innocent perfons en~aogered, 
REPELLION then fo dcfcribed, I h:ld to ht · 
tbe greuttji c• im; that can he committ-t! omo11g rnt1t~ , 

both again(\ policy, moralitj and in foro c:njcier.- ­
ii..z·; but notwithftandiog.all this, it is an off. net · 
which will bt committtd .whii;l- the world lujli~ as 
#J!en as princes tyramrize1 and by enOavlng and 
~epreffiog their fubjeas,-make magillracy,wbich 
w-as intended-for the benefit of mankind, prove .a . 
PJague and defiruetioo to it : for )e!P the teho~ 

. ~od the guilt be qever-fo g~eat, it is impoliible 
that .human nature," which confifls ifl paffiqn as . . . ' . . \ 
well as virtue, can fupport with patience . and 
fubmiffion the grcatefi cluelty an~ inji:Jfiicc, 
whenever either the weaknefs of thfir princes, 
the uoani'Qlity of fJle,. peop.~, or aoy otlu~r fa-

L -6. _vour.aW. · 
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vourablc accident, &all. giYe ·them rafonablc­
bopn to ·mend thdr ·condition. :and ·provide 
httttr for their own iuterefr by infarri:6ioo. 
Sb that princes and ftates ought· in the coed o8: · 
of their affairs not only to confider •hat 
their people are bound to fobmit to, if tbq 
were infpired from heAven, or were· all mo• 
ral philofophers ; bot to \Veigh liltewife what iS. 
p~obable tU fat7o to fall out m this·corrupt -age' 
of. the world, and to rdlea upon thofe daoge..._ ·. 
rous tumults which.. have happened frequently:.. 
not onlJ upon orpreBion, but even by reafon of 
,malverfation, and how fome mmarchie1 have­
lx:en wholly fubverted and changed in!o J~mo­
aacii:s by the t;·ronn; of their prioces ; as we fee, 
rofay notl:ing of Rome, the powerfur can.tons of 
Sw."tzer/and brought by that means, a little be;. 
fore the JaA: age, to a confider.able commo~­
..;..ealth, courted an~ fought to by all the pot~n­
·tates in Chrificndom. If princes . will ferioufly. 
confider . this m~tter, ·1 · make no quefiion but 
tbey will rule with clemency and moderation, 
and rerurn to that excellent maxim of the an­
dents, almoll exploded in this age, That tb1 
int1rtjl 1{ li11gs r;'llli if their ptDp/, is th1 fomt: 

Whic~ truth has ~en the whole d.efiga of IDJ 
writibgs to convince them of. · · : 

. NQw having gone thus {,uin tbe defcrlpion 
of .R.EBELLlON, I thinl "'1J'ilf 16iiluJ to tell~~~~ 

u:bal 
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wliai-J·cewreiv1 ,., ,~ /J', ;ebellion. ll'hofotwr 
t&in ·ui1s iJrmr to m.iintain· till politi' co7fjlitlllifJII -. 

or g#Oinmullt ofiJis· nrllltry in tht Cfflrlitim ii tb111 
;;, I mean, to defend it from being'c:haoged or 
iavaded by the craft or force of any man ( ttl• 

. '"'ugh it IH the PRINCE or chi'.[ magijlr:at1 
himftlf~ proTldcd;. that fach taking up of arms 
be commllldedor authodztd by thofe, wbo are­
by the order of that· government Iegallyeotruft­
~d with the cufiody of the liberty· of the people 
and fouod:ition of the government : this I-.hold 
~be fo far from rel~tiiH•, that 1 believe i~ laud­
able; nay, the dnty of every member of fucla, 
commonwealth ; for that he wb1 fights to /i!J":. 
port pnd difmd the gfJfJernmrnt he 'P'{IS horn and 
li-z•es und.r, cartnot ieftroe the 1dio~s nome if R.E., 
BEL,. hut h~ svho endeav?urs to djlroJ .it. If this 
be not granted, it will be in vain to frame a.nJ 
miY.ed government in the world : yet fuch· is a' 
dlis day the happy Jorm und_er whicll a.lmofi al~ 
~U.rope lives, as the people _of Frana, .Spain, 
Gmn.ar.y, · Poland, Swu)iJa,t!, DtlltnRr1, &c,. 
~~erein the prince hath his lhare, and_ the peo~ 
plc. tbeirs: Which laft, if they have no mean~ 
of recovering_ their rightt if taken away f~o~ 
them, or defepding them if invaded: would-be 
in the . fame eft at~, a.s if they ~ad p~ titl~ . .J.P 
lhem, but lived under the empire of Y'urky or 
A-!ufi'"JJ': and fioce-tbcy have au bt~r \'emedy 

· · : : .;but 
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11\zt by INDS, -a{ld that it ..:~uld be of iJ1 confO:.­
¥Cm:c to ma¥c e1/Wy priv.ate ma11 jod~ when· 
ne rights of -the _people ,arc innded (to which. 
they -iiava as lawful-a claim as a ·prince to his ;) 
w-hich would be apt to .produce {reqoont; aod: 
fometimcs caufelcfs tam\llts, therefore it hath : 
been the-great wifd0111 of the fopatilers of fucll ' 
lnln~~rclllii's, to eppoittt ~iaN to thtrit·~r/fl 
whkh if it bc·not' ot!Krwife expr~Q,,. is aod< 
eughc to· be uoderfiood;, to refide io tl!le dl~' · 
of the country·; wbiob for that reafon {as alfo · 
t'o exercife their· tbu~s in the fo¥ereignty, as-' 
making laws, levying money) arc to be .fre--­
quently -a trembled in all the · regions of E~r#/t 
before-mentioned~: Thrfe are lO< alfert and~; 
maintain ·the-ordera of the government -a'nd the_ 
laws dlablilhcd, and (if -it cannot be done othtr· 
wife} to arm tJle people to defend-and repel the· 
for<<: that b .upon,them: Nay, the government, 
of ArrqgD11 goes for-ther, and becaufe in the io..­
tc:rvals of the dla-t_cs -9r courts, many .accidents . 
may inter•ene: to the prejudice of theic right~, 
or ]11rcs, as they <:all them, they. ha.ve ·during 
the· iotermiwon appointed a mllgillrate c;alled ' 
EJ Ju.flicia, which is by the law and conflitu· 
tioa of that k.ingdom, to alfemble the whole , 
.people to his banner, whenever fuch rights are, · 

.ucroacbed upon; who are not ~nly jufiifit:d by.·­
&he laws, for f~h comiag toget~r; but are fe• 

- ftrely 
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'IIH'&dy puoiiDable in cafe· of rd'uWil :· fct t~t-· 

shere is-poq-.effioa, but that if the k:i~s of :Jr­
rog~rz, at this day nry powerful by the addition• 
of the kingdom of Nopks; and oE GiciJ,. and th.ct: 
anion· with ~,4!',,-dlould ia time to come in· 
Yade their kingdom-of·..f.n-.rg,•, with the forces-; 
ef their ocw domilliou;, aad eadeavour to .t~k.e -
from -them the rights and pr-iwleges they eojgy 
lawfuUy by their ceoftitutioa-; there i~ no quef· -
tioa, I fay, bat they JV8f ( rht/ tl11ir ling hi thm · 
ilrperfon t~gcti•fl tiJrm). affembfe under Jujiicia,.. 
aad defend their liberties with -as m11cb ,Wfiice · 
as if they- wcrce innded by the French or by: 
tbe Turk. F~r it wer:e obfu"l to tlillk, /tnu thl' 
peupltmay he ltgolly .ojfim~ltd to opprth4nd t'fJhbtN!­

noy, 11. deiifltr pojf1fonfo1'cihJ, dettJinuJ ogoi'!fl tiN-· 
fintmct of fotRt i11firior·mtrt, that lbi!J rnaJ andt 
•ugbt n~t t1 h!flir themftloes, l6·lttp in being; mul 
trtfiror that tffltrnment which maintai11s thtm ;,., 
ft!../Jtfftrm '.[ thtir libtrtitS anti' pr.ptrlies, tmti ut .. 
finds tbtir liflll tH from ~ti•g ar6itrarily to/~:<~1 · 
llU.'Il1· But l know this dear· truth receives .. 
0ppofitioo in this unrc:afonable and corrupt age, 
when men are more prone to Batter the lufl: of 
princes than formerly, and the favourites are 
more impcuicnt to bear the impartiality of laws 
than the Coos of Brutus were, who co~plained 
Ieger tjJi firdar ; that is, tho' tbey were fi11e 
gentlemen~ in fuour with the ladies and mini-

!'. ftcn 
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ften of kings p1eaforc, yet th~ couJd no~ 9p;a- _ 
prcfs, drink,I\YboFe, nor kill the officers of juf~ · 
rice· in th• ftreets; returniog from. their 'night­
revels ; but the execution of the ·laws wonld · 
reach them as well as others, who in the "t1m~ 
of 1' tiT'guin it feems found the prince m9re ex-or­
able. Nay, tht divines tbtmfthm ·b,lp wiib tiJeir 

f•llanes '' DPPIIf" this doltfi11e ·by ~iing us ·he~ 
/inu, as I faid before, that it's God's- wil/"ti/1 

-pr:inmjhoulti /11 abfobttt; ~nti orr-fo fttr i11 mt• · 
fp.:ro.:y agai.yl all mankind, that t~ ajfert, that 
in the ttxt, thisjha/1 he tht manner if your lings; 
~'od was gi'Oing that people the Jus Di-vinmn if go- ­
'1Jtr71mtnt, when in,truth ht!' was threatning them · 
with the plagues of tyrants. But I fpare the· 
tii'llinet here, Iince I lhall have occafion ia dif­
courling of my next accufation, to lhew how 
that fort of people have dealt with God's troth,· 
and with the interet\ of men ; and to be as good · 
as my word,'llhall prefently fall upon that point, 
havinfl been tedious already in the former. 

1 om chargtd thm in tht Jmntl plact with im­
p:tty, in 'Oilifying the church, and fi to make wa1 

for athtjm. 1 do not deny but I have very fre­
quently in my writings laid the bl:u:ne upon the 
c:hucch of&~. not only for all the mifgovern­
mcnt of Chriftendom, _but even for the depra­
Yation, aod ahnoll total defiru8ion of chrillian 
religion itfdf in this province i but that this 

difcourfc 
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cllfcourt'e of mide do~h or·cail r~d to teUh men 
impiety, or to make wa.:y for athti[m, I peremp- , 
torily deny : And altbongh for proOf of my in· 
nocence herein, I need but refer you and all o­
thers to my papers ihemfelves as they ate now 
pablilhed~ where you will find all my reafon!l 
drawn from experience, and frequent examples 
cited,which is ever my way of arguing.; yet. 
Iince I am put upon it, I lhall in a few lines make 
that matter poffibly ; little; clearer, and tbalt 
firft make protefiation, that as I do undouhtidfJ 
!J,; e by t!Jt merits of Chrift, and hy faith in him. 
to attain eternal falvation, fo I dfJ firmly lltlit'V4 
tht chrijl,ian proftjfiun ta bt tht cn/y true rtlition-· 
nrrw in tht world. Next I am fully perfoadid that 
Ill/ divine 'Virtues, which God then dt}igntd tfJ ttacb­
lht wlrld, art co:ttained in the ~~lu of the ho/j Scrip­
lures, as th1J are ~ow extant and receiimJamong us. 
From thim I underjland, that God crtated man ;,. 
purity and i1111ocenu, and that the jirjl oftbat jpuit1 
11] their frail y lojl at fJ11ct th,·ir inttgriiJ a11d"their 

. partrtlife, and entailed fm and miftr1"P'" their P.~~ 
jltrity: fiat almighty GDd, to repair thi1 lifs, diil 
11ut if his inji11itt mercy, and with unparalleled . 
gr11ce and gc~dnifs, find hi1 o~rly lltptterr fim brt,. 
the world to ftach us 'ltW rntths, to /11 a· f'trftR l;f-

11mplt if virtur, giJIJtinrfi and olmiimu, t1 rljlw#­
frul rtli:im, degnurat"l am1ng the Y(Ws inttJ Ju­

Jttj/ition,formality and hyp~crify,_ta die for tlu flli-
'IJatilll · 
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1Whl" ._,.,..,;,tl, IIIIi i• jiit'• h titn IP ·IIJ tlir 
/11/y fpirit 11 rtgmtrate our h.tt•; f"''pwt· IJIIr" 

j.Ztb, aJ k~ttl·lll lnlt all '""h •. 

· Now -ifit fhall appe.u-, than~ the lufl of our-· 
Jidt parents did at that time difa-ppoint the-­
pd intention of God in making a pure world;. 
and brought in by their difobedknce the -cor-· 
ruptions that are now in it ; {o that fince like wife.: 
tbc bilbops of Rmu by thek unfatiable ambi­
tion and avari6>C, have ddignedly,. as much as: 
in them li~t &ufuated ·the merciful purpofc ·he 
bad lo the happy refiaura~ lie intended the · 
world·by his Son~ and iO the:rcocwing and re· · 
fanning of humaa .nature; aod beve wbolly de• 
aced aDd· f~led chriOiaa. rctligiao; aud. made 
it a worldly and' heat.beR)Ih thing, and altoge-­
ther uncapablc, as it is. praCl:ifed 1lJDOog. them •. 
. either of direClieg the way&- of its profeifors to· 
Yir.tue aud ·a good-life, or of fav.ing their fouls 
herufter.;_ if- I fay cllis do appear; I know no 
rcafon-why I, for deteCl:~Rg thus much and 'for· 
aivins~ warning to the world to lake. heed of· 
their ways, iliouJd be accufed of impietJ, .or· 
tJtbtifm; or why his HOLINESS Jhould ht fo i•­
rt~giJ 11gainP tht poor inhabitanJ s of tht vallics ;,. · 
iavoy. lllfri agai~fllbt Albigeutes fir t:t~Jii11g hira 
an&icluiR. Bot to nod that •his is an undoubted: 
truth., I. mean that the popes have corrupted; 

'h{i£Ha~~~t 
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.:brHtiao roligian, we need but read the 'Ne""' 
Teft~ment, ~di.oowledged by tbemfelves to ~ 
of infallible truth, and there we fball fee that 
the faith and religion preached by Chrift, ~llld-· 

feu led afrerwards by nis apo{l)es, and cultiuted: 
by their facred epifiles, is fo diffeFeot .a thing 
from the chriRianity that is ~O\V profeffed and 
taught at R11111., that we thoold be cotWinccd· 
lhat if tbofe hOly m.en fbonld be fent by God· 
again into the world. they -would take-more 

jlains ro c.oofute thiS G'•llim111fi '' than ever:ther 
did lo preach down the tradm~q of tbe'Phll'l'i· 
fus, or •he f,bJes and idolatry af the Gentiles,. 
and would in all probability fu1fer a new martyr .. 
d?m ill that city uder the Yicar of Cbrift. for 

· Lh~ fame doarine which once animated ·the· 
:- ~11-IJI!IHIIs •g!UQft them. NaJ uw h~fmn­

tJM~ _,, u foJ ag~m.ft tbtfi S.JCRILEG/OUg: 
PRR.Y'ENDERS h C.d's t•ww; for whereaa, 
.Il ..other falfc wodhips have beea fet .up by· 

· fome fOlitic legifiato..S, for the {uppert aod j)re· 

"nation -of goYernlneot. this fa.lfe, tbis-fpnrlous. 

religion ~ought in upon the ruins of chrifiia• 
mity by the popes, bath deformed the face of· 
gGVernmeot in Ear11p1, ddlroyed all· tbe goocf-1 
principles and .morality left as by the heamens­
t~f!es, aad inuoduced iafiead thereof for­
d" awar-dly, impolitic notions, wh•eby they· 
have fabieeled !WID~ an~ er~o great pr:ioceS>-

and 

\ 
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-'Aates to tlieir own en;tplre, and 'nivu j~er· 
u-, .wlfn-s v maxims tl talt pl11u tiJhtri thiJ h.,, h.tl ptwir, th11t might md1 11 1111ti•n wift, 
hau.ft, grtot ,. fiJIIlltll,. This I have fet down fo 
plainly in thofe paftages of my book which are 
complained of, that I lhall fay ootbiog at all for 
the proof of it in this place, bot refer yoa 
thither; and ~ome to fpeak a little more parri .. 
eularly of my firft airertion, That the pope and 
JJis clergy have depraved dlriftian: religion : 
1Jpon this fubjea, Icould infinitely wifh, now· 
letters begin t<? revive again:, that fame learnt!d 
pen would employ itfelf, and· that fame perfOG 
verfed in the dironolog1 of the churclr, as they 
can it, would deduce out of thc·ecddia.Aical 
writers, the time aad· maoaa how thef~ abufes 
crept in;" aad by what arss.aod· ft&p&' thi• Bahll 
that reaches at heaven, was. built by tbefe. fons 
of the cartb. · But this matter, as unfoitable t.o 

the brevHy of a letter, . and indeed more ~ say 
fmall parts aoilenniog, I ftlall not pretelld· to, 

·being ont who never hitherto ftudied 'or· \vrit 
of theology, further thano it did natUrally con· 
, cern the politicks ; thCRfore I ftlall· o ot deal 
by. the New. Toftament, as I ba.v.e. doae· furmer-

.ly by r,,, Livias, 'that is, ~He oW'~rvatiODS" 

. or ~e8e8ioas.upoo it, and J~ve you and Mr~ 
: (;.uiD aod' the reft of oor fociety to 'nH'k~ .. ~ir 
iJd&mcmt, oot citing) iike Jtr~acbers, the ch·aptet· 

~ 

1 
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or )t!rfe; ~~fc thu·~,tb~ Jtplr Sa:i~tuu 
i~lft~e-ufcd~ ~n~l'in~·.hardly penllitted a• 
s:no~s. \1•·. . ' . . 

: To begln at the t~p~ r ;.oQld ba~e .aoy t~~ · 
'fOnable man to tell me whence this uruqc:afurabJ~ 
power, long claim'd, and .now polfdfed by tho 

. oilhop of Rame is derive~ ; Firli,' ~f .l>c:J.!lg 
Cfirifi's vicar, and by that, as lmaj fo. ~y. 
pretending. to a monoj't, if #e hot, Jpirit,. which 
-\Va.s promifed and given to' the whole chq~ch, 
that is, to the el~fr or faints, as is plain . by ,a 
claufe in St. Peter's fermon, made in the very 
fa.me time that the miraculous gifts'~f .the fpirit 

'-of God were firft given to the apofiles, who foys 
to the Jews and Gentiles, Repent anil Ill ~aptiZtd 

·everyone of )'Ou, irz the name oJJejusChrifl,for the 
rnniflim of fins, and yrJu foal/ reteivi the gift of the 
HoiJ GbfJjJ ; for this pr1miji is to JIU and yiJIU' 

children, and to all that ore ·afar off, ewn as. m:z11J 
•I the Lord rJur God fball (a/1, 

. Ne~t, to judge infallibly of divine truth, and 
to forgive fins as Chrill: did, theQ. to' be the 
head of all ecclefiafiical perfons and canfes in 

. the world, to be fo far above kings and princes, 
as to judge, depofe and deprive them, and to 
hue an abfolute jurifdicuoo over all the aff.airs 
io. CbrHlendom, in Drdim ad Jpiritua!ia; yet all 
this tbc canonifis allow him, and he mites no 

fcruplc 
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·fcru.rL: to al~Mte~ wQU& it iii pia~ tHat ill tbw 
whql~ Ner~~ CJ;d}«tJ~tnt .dWle :ja no dafcripti«lll; 
made of fuch' an officer to be at aoy·time;ia the· 

church, except .it be in the prophecy of the 
.Apocalypfe, or in one of Sr. Pu1ffS epilUes, 
where he fays', Wbo ii is that }hal/fit in the temp/,. 
of Got/, jhtwj,rg h'irnfe!f tbal he is ·Gotf. Chrifr 
tell~ us, his kingdom is not of this world"; an.d· 
jf any ~ill be the greatefr among his d!fciples, 
that he i'rlufl be fervant to the refl ·; which fhews, 
that his followers muLl be great in faneUty and 
-humility, and not io worldly power. 

Tbe. apo(\Je Paa/-writing to the chriflians of 
'the(e 'tim~s, almoct in every epillle commands . 
,them to be obedient to tho higher powers or 
·magifir:ues fet ovr:r them: And St. Ptt.r him­
·felf (from whom this extravagant empire is pre­
~tended to be derived) in his tirfi epifile bids 
4JS j11bmit ourfllws tiJ ''Je' j ord:',ance if man fir · 
-the Lord's fake, whether it be to tie king, or, &c • 
.l).nd this is enjoined, ahhoush it ii plain that . 
they who governed the world in thofe day$ •. 
w'ere both bcatbms, fJrants and &jw·p,·s: and 
in this fubmiffion, .there is no exce.ption or pro· 
vifo fo,r uclejiajlical immunity.. The praCtice as 
well as precepts of thefe- holy men, ll1ews plain­
ly, "that they had no intention to leave fuccef­

fors, who lhould derrive hereditary prinm from -· 

their 
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lltWr right of\~g';'.for· dVPttibg 10· r~ligiuD.e 
-cs•ifhout alhJQ~bf\lN:~ tt:r· \!lit apPf)intftlt:bt 
.~ dl" ~/.r.miH~y ~~ prltttlj;Jcrs 'of' thrlftia. 
>Oitf, Uf.. bet. cibeyethtnd .fabmitted' to in thinge 
.wttet:eio :the func:tamenttl lllws ·of the go•em • 
.-agae·tht:m power, though they were Jews 
OftScotiluo . . If I (hopld ttU· ybu by wllat rest11 
io Strijtt~ the· popes ct'lim the powe~ before 
lbmlioncd,.ir .,u)d 'ftir up jour !Jaifgh'ter, ind 
~,tOO;ligbri for fofcrfous' a. .. matfer•; 'yet, be .. 
. caofe polfilily you may neNrhava heard fo much 
of tbit- fabjftl befon, r thall' inlr~nce in a few ! 
1bt)l Joll you. .~hcrri'ore, ~hai the- jJirif~ltiion 
tbey .prctm,fe¥t-c the church; and th<P power .0{ 

pardooin~ 'fins ·coznes &om Chri'fi,·f() St. Pttn>-. 
211d from him to them; Thou art· Peter, and 11p:n 
tbis rocl J.will build my .hurth; I wiil give tht 
IIJi iftht lingdom ofhHi'Vtn, wf.atjm::er tboujha/t . 
. lind (Jfl earth jhaf/ b~ tfUnJ in htaVefl, O'fld what:. 
fower th~u jh:dt Iooft on eartb, &c. From thefe 
two tom, ridiculoully ·applied; comes this great 
tree, wtl\ich hath wirh its branches overfprcad 
tms whole earth, and killed all the good and 
wholefomc plants growing upon it : The firft 
ttxt will never by any man of fen.fe be onder;. 
llcod to fay more than that the pr<a,hings,fuf­

ferings and minijlry of Peter was like to l t a gr,·at 

fiundation and pi/far 1' .tht dotjrints of Chrifi: 
the other text, as alfo lloorhc:r fpoken by our .. ·s,.:· 

I 
~ 
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&M,. t() hw· tiJflflu,, IPIIIJi fi- , ,.,.,;, ,-, 
an r1miUM, tPI4 WJ!Hji .fun 1' rdt1m tht!J .,, ,.,.. 
tt~irud, •rc by. all primitive fltbcrs iluerpretecl 
iA thia manner, Wbtrtfotfltr '' jJHIIJ · tfta.all] 
pm1th thlg'.fpll, JOfl jhtl/1 ear,., with ,.. gTWtc 
lltld r1111iJ/i• '.! fim 111 theln which /hall ftll.tw 
,_,- i'!ftr118io111 : Bt# th11#fpk wbf fUll,., lww 
thlfi j.yj't~l tidings tlllltllnUatMI. ~ ,. 11 tJJ., 

· jh./1 rtmili• in tlarhujs tmd ;,. thlir ji11s. But if 
any will conteft, that by fome of thefe )aft k:tts., 

· that t'Utlllgtlical t:tcomm•micati~rt, which was af­
terwards brought into the ch•mh by the IIP'.filn, 
was here prefagni6ed by "" gr1at IIUI}Iw ; How 
unlike were thofe wrjurts, to tbofe now than· 
dered out, as he calJs it, by the P'1P' 1 thtfc I 
were for edification and not defiruaion, toaJBia -1 
the. Befh for the falva~ion of tbe foul ; that ap•- 1 

jlo/ica/ ordinance was pronounced for tOme no- 1· 

torious ftand~l or npojlacy from the faith, and · 
.firll decreed by the ,bur,h, that is, the wbf4 
mrgrtgation prefent, and then denounced by the • 
pojlor, and reached only to debar fuch perfoD 
from partaking of the c~mmu11itm of fellowlhip 
of that ch111'ch till repentance lbould re-admit 
him, but was followed by no other profecntion 
or chafiifement, as is now pr~ctifed. But fup· 
pofc all thefe tcJtts had been as the} WGuld have 
them ; how does this make for the fuccetrors of 
Sr. Petlr, or the rell ? Or bow can t'his prove 

the 
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.4aollil-~. eLi~ tia have right to fuch fuc­: _.qJ ;Bud 4Qike hafte from thit.fubjc:Cl:, and 
~ .Wg_e but 'ODC tu.t-m,or.e, whicb is, 'fl1e /pi­
- -,iaGJ t~tap. jl4dtllb lliJ men, but is himftlf j u.dged :y­
.· ...., : frtot·. whence 'it is iQferred by the &a,_ 
~ •. tltlt fir.{l, liN 19Pe.is:the Jpiritu/.man; anrJ. 
.. .tilleD tbAt. he is u h jwit1 of tUJ .tiN ~rid i 411!1 
.. ..\ail,-~¥ ~~-js 41nltr. $•-lu liaiJJe t1 ~IIJ jllligmint. 
-•bitt{tlf: wherea,s it is obvious to the meaaeft 
.. ~erllan~g, that St;. Paid in this tat means 

.to difiklguUh between a ;perfon infpired witlt 
t~ fpirit of God. ~od one-remaining in-the fiate 

_,.of nature; which ·latter, he C.ys~ cannot judge 
. Gf thofe he~"enly gifts a~d graces, as. h~ ex-· 
·:·Plains himfelf, when he fays_, The natura{ man_ 
. ~ntfQt. difcer" ihe things if the fpiritj hmz'!.fo tp~ 
_.,., foi1ijhnl[s unto him. · 

.. . 

> • To take my leave ot this matter, wholly out 
~the· way Of my ftodies, I be& Qf Y9\1, Zmobio, 
aad of G11ili1, and the- refl of (lur fociety, to 
read ewer carefully thcNifl/7' ejitJifUnt, and then 

. 10 fee what ground there ·is for purgatoq, by 
. -whichalhhe wealth and·grea&oefs bath accra'd 

to thefe men ; wh~t colour for their idoltltr4su 
'fllorjhip. if. foi11t1 and tbcir-inHrgts, and .particu1 
-fatly for fpeakiag irt their· hy111111 and prflf"' to 
a t>iece of wood, tburDji I mean, Salw Ligtnun, 
_&c. And thea fM m dignrJStJ11rtfiu•r•m Chrijli, 
.. VOL. IV. . .M ai 
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-as yau may read in that ofite ; -what col011r, er . 
,f'athcr what oxcufc for that horrid unchriftiaa 
.and barbarons cogiue, called dte iltf•!fo;., 
. broos.ht in by commaad ·aad aatbority of the 
;pope; tbeioventorofwhich Prtw, ·a Domiai­
can friar, bning bfttl ·.fiaio .among the Alli· 
gmfts, as be well deftr'ftd,inow taoooiied .fGI' 

.. afaint,.and ftll~ &tlll·p;,~r., M~~rtitlr. 

In the dreadful ptifdns Of this iatqui1ition, 
.many faithful and pious (hriftians, to fay no­
. thing of hoaseft moral 'Moors or Mahometaos, 
are tormented and familhed, or Jf they out-live 
their,fuiferiogs, burnt pubUcldy to death, and 
.·that only for differing in religion. from the pope, 
·without having any crime or tb.e leaft mifde-

' -,meanor proved or alledged againA: them ; aod 
this is in.fliaed upon· thefe poor creatures~ by 
·thofe who ptofefs to belieTe the ''ScriptUre, 
·whiCh tells us, tbat'faitin) thr gift ifG6tl, with. 
rOut whofe fpctial'ii1u·mimttion no•tnan catl ob­
jain it, and therefore i$' Mt in rc!afon' or huma. 
nity to be pnnBhe'd for. wanting 'it. And 
Chrift himfe1fhath-fo clearly decided thaqx>lnr 
·In bidding us fet the 111m ""tl tht .wbt11t 11'6'111 
t~~gtthtrtz11 tbt harv'.JI, thllt 1 ~II""''"' male ~"7 
if;ffi,ultJ '' eafl him ·.ANTJCHRTSY', wh" }hall . 
rift the lu!ft prrfttMtlln ·wbarfotv~'"lt~injl ;.,, tlif-
ftring in mmlm·'.#f faith .r•• hllllft!f, wh111Jw 

··IIJr 
/ 
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lne perfonfo dij}'mting, he heretic, Jew, Gentile 
ir Mahometan. 

:Next 1 befe~h you to obferve in reading tb]lt 
hD/y _bool, though chriflian fajls 'are doubtlefs of 
divine right, what grond thn-1 is for 111joining 
fifo to it lllltn, at IHJjljlljh to !Je •!Jflained from fr 
ondhird part if the year, by which they put the 
-poor to great hndfhip, who not having purfea 
to buy wholfome filh, are fubjeeled to all the 
miferies and difeafes incident to a bad ami un­
'.healthful diet : whilft the r_kh) and chiefly 
·themfelves and th~ir cardinals, exceed Lucullus 
in their luxury of tryjlers~ turbats, tender crabt 
-and carpi111i, brought ·fomc ·hundreds of m"iles 
-to feed their gluttony ·upon thefe penitential 
-days of abfiineoce from lmf and perl. It may I 

-be it will lie in the way of thofe who _obferve 
'this, to enquire what St. Paul means, when he 
fays, that in the latter da1s fomejhall dtp.rt.from 
th1 faith,forbiddi•g to ma.-ry, and commanding #II · 

.n}lain Jrnn meals, which God hath created to-be 
rmiwd with t~nlfgruing: bot all tbefe things, 
and many other abufes brought in by thcfe per­
wrters if chriflianity, -will I hope e~ long be 
-coquired intQ by Come of the difciples of that 
/Jold friar •, who the very fame year which I pro­
phcfied, that tbcftourgt of the thurch was not 
fu off, began to thunder againfi their indul-

• M.rtia Lt#tiHr. 
M1 seoces, 
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gences, and .fince hath quefiioned many tenets 
long received and impofed upon the world. 'f 
lhall. ccoclude this difcourfe, 11fter I have fa~ a 
f.'/Ord of them~ hll!i}h of all the innavoti~ns hrougbt 
in by the popes, .JWich is, tbe CLERGY; thefe 
.are a fort of men, u.nder .pretence of mini firing ta 
1he people in holy things, fet apart andfiparoted 
ftom the rdJ of mankind, from tvhom they have a 
,;ery diflitJtl and a very oppojite interl}l by a hu­
_,nan ceremony, called by a dif!ine_ nat~u, .viz. DR· 
IJINA1ION; theft, wherever ~hey are found 
.with the.who.le bo.dy ~f the monks and friars, 
,who are called the regular clergy, make a /;and 
.which may /;e called the J ANJZ4R1ES ofth4 
papaty ; thtfe have .lmn the coufos of all the fiks­
cifms and immoralities in government, .ami of all the 
,;mpieties and abominations in religion, and by • .tfJ~ 
.figuence of all the dijimler, villany and mttuptif!J 

•f.Vt fuffer. under in this deti/laUt·oge; theft men, by 
•the bifuop of Rflme's help,•have crept inti all JIM 
.g(JI()trnments oj Chrijle!Wkm, where there is ~ 
.mixture'.[ monarchy, and mode themfilws a third 
!fiatt, that is, have by their tem~ro/itinwhicb are 
t~lmoft a third part of all the lands· in -:Eur•p1, 
·gi.ven ·them by the blind -zeal, or rather folly of 
the. mrthern plflple, who over-ran this part of 
·the-world, .fttpt i•io the throne, and what thqv 
cannot perform ·by thefe fecular helps, and bs' 

iJhe ~ependency their valfals have upoa them, 
•. they 
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they fail not to claim and to ufurp by the ·power 
they pretend to have from. God an'd ·his vicege--

. rent at Rome. They exempt themfelves, their 
lands, and good:~, from all fecular jurifdiaioiJ, 
that is, from all .courts of jufiice and magifirac)', 
and will. be judges in their own .caufes, as in. 
matters of tythe, & c. ;mel not content with thit, 
will. appoint courts of their own to decide fove­
raignty in tefiamentary matters and many other 
caufes, and take upon them to be the fole punilh­
ers of many great crimes, as witchcraft, forcery, r 

adultery, and a:I uncleannefs. To fay nothloR of 
the afor-e-mentioned judiCatory of tho in-qQif,... 
tion ; in thefe Iall cafes, they turn ·the './finders · 

·ti'Vtr to he punijhld (whtn they have given ftntenct )- . 
~1 the flcular arm, fo they ca11 the magifirate, 
who is bliud'l to ~xecute thtir decrm _under-pain 
if hell-fire, as if chrijlian princes and gov~rnors 
were appointed by Got/ Dn/y tD he their hravo's or 
htmgmm :· they give proteaion and fanltuary_~o . 
all execrable oinnders, even to murderers them­
fe[ves, whom God commanded to be indifpenf- · 
ably puniChed with death, if they come withia- · 
their churches, cloyfiers, or any· other place 
which they will pleafe to call holy gr'ound ; and it" 
the ordinary jullfce, nay, the Cbvereig·n pow 
do proceed 1tgaioft· fuch offenders, they than· 
det out their excommunitatim, that is, cut off . 
frOm the bo"y of Chrift not the prince only:. 

M 3 but 
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bot the whole nation and people, lh1o1tting the 
c-hurch-doors, and commanding divine officei 
to ceafe, and fometimcs e~en authorizing the 
people to rife up in arms, and confirain their 
governors to fubmiffioo, as happened to this 
poor city in the time of our ancefiors, when, 
for but forbidding the fervant of a poor _Car­
melite friar who had vowed poverty, and thoul<!~ 
have kept none, to go armed, and punUhing his 
difobedieoce wilh imprifonment, our whole 
fenate with cheir Gtmfalonier were confirained· 
to go to Avig111n for abfolution, and in cafe of 
· refafal had been mafi'acred bf the people .• 
It wo111d allllo}lllj/onijh a wifi man 11 imagin~ bvw 

· tlufi follsjh.u/J acq11ir1 a11 1111pir.' fo tkjlrutlivt t•. 
thr!flian rtligilll, and fo pmtici1111 11 tht illttr!ft · 
-.I IIUII: but it will not feem fo miracalou.- to, 
them wbo·iball fedouLly confider, that tbt cln--
11 hath httll f~r mn1 tba11 this tbt•fo•d Jlllrl­
"i'"' tht &lltch, tWl a fwtnlll 1111ittd ,,.,,.;,. 
,gainjl tbt pllrit] if rtligilll aU 11H illllf'ljl if· 
tnlldind, and have DOt oaly wreJ}cd the holy. 
Scriptures to their own adnotage, which thep 

.!lave kept from the laity. in unknown langua­
ges, and by prohibiting the reading thereof;, 
but made ufe Ukewife, firtl,. of the bllod devo­
tion and ~I'I.JlCof the Goths, Y1111UI1, llMtu.t 
&c •. IUld iiocc. of ~ ambitiOA ud avarice oi 

chrU\iaa 
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diriftian pri.nc:es, ftirring them UP' one again(~ 

another, and fending them upon foolifh el'• 
•nds to the hoi7 land, to lofe their lives, anll to · 
leave their dominions in the mean time expofell · 
to themfelves· and their accomplices; They· 
have befid~s, kept ieamiog and· knowledge· 
among· themrelves;- ftiflitlg- the· light of the gof­
pel, ~r.ying. dQwR· moral' virtaes as fplendid: 
Jiu• defacina human poJic;y, dofiroyiog the 
purlty of the chriiliau. faith and profeflioo, and 
all. that- wa:t virtuoQS, prudent, regular- and · 
orderly u p,on earth : fo that whot'Vtr would tlo- · 
God (lllti good men fir'IJict, get himft!f immortal : 
hlnfl_7lr ·i11 tl!is_lifi, and eternal gl1ry in the next, 
gould rtjlprt tht good policy ( 1 had almojl faid -' 
with my author Livy, the fon,llity too) of th# 
htathcru., with all thtir 'Dolour and othlr gloriour ·' 
tHtlwrnmt1•; I f•y, wholf11r wotdd io this, mtift· 
JIHJ!tt hi111ft1f powtrful 1111ugh· t~ t~l;rpate tiNs 
~arftd and a~lltt-rtltl out of th1 'flm'ltl;; AncP 
that.yoo.ma'f-lte this is- klwful as weft as aecef- -
fary; llbalt fay but-oae word -'of their calling--­
~original., and' then leave the fubj~· The,· 
word CLER:GT is 11 '""' wh1lt, u,btM.tJ,,,. -· 
lilt 8cript11m-, othenrife thatt iR t~ ftofe, a • 
tmJifH' ptt~~lt, or- God's M; 11[td Dftn~ for thl 
whJt Jewijh nation~ who are likewife cal­
l"d a kingd'om of prieftt in fome places. -
ia. the New Teftament,.tllo woriJ Cltros is 

M--+-- takCD" 
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taken· for t~ tr11e htlz'twrs, who are atro cal­
led ·the e!ea, and often the thurGh, which is 

the tt./fimhly if the faithful mtt fltethw, as is 

eafily . feen by reading the beginning o( mo~ 

of St. Paufs. epiftles, where writing to _ the 
church or churches, he llfually explains him­
felf, T'• Ill/ th1 foi•ts ;, Chrift, fometimes, cr, 
.n wh1 hatJe 1bt•inul lih faith witb us, rome­
times, 7Q a/1 wh1 in aU plam tall 11}011 the Mmt 

o/tht Lord Jefus, b"e. by which it appears, 

that neithtr tht word CHURCH "'" CLER· 
Gr, was in thoji days tVtr appr~priated t1 the 
paftors or elders, of the Roc~, but did jignify 
indifferm!ly all the f.eople qffimhlui together; 
which is likewife the literal cooftrulHon of the 
word Eultjia, which is an ojfimblj or mtding. 
]p thoji ""$rtgations 1r chllrthts was performed 

. their ordination, which properly lignifies no 
more tban a decree of fuch afi'embly, b..ut .is 
particularly ufed for an tu!lion of any into the 
miniftry ; the manner was this : fomttimts tbe 
apoftles thtmfthm in lhejr ptrtgriMtin.s, 11nd 
fomttimtl a., oth11' 1milunt munber if th1 thllfth 
did tr•ptfo to tbtfotittJ, (upon vacancy or other 
.Deceffity of a pallor, elder or deacon) "[fllllt 
zNd holy man to ~~ tutl ed, whi,b ptrfon if bt had 
tarts Qr gift!, fu'b QS tbt ,btmb ctqltJ tdih v, 

was 

' • I 



._ llmi Oa1-Honoxv jhaie,; 213· · 
·~rch.jin II] tht lifting up if ha11ds, that is, by 
f•/frllll J and oftentimes hands wer~ laid upon 
him, and prayer made for him : thtft mm fo · 
fit apart; did not pretmd ttl' ·any cottftcration ,. 

focrtdntft "'"' thfl11 th9·had btf~rt, mudJ lift to·. 
bl,tDmtll dijlintl thinj frlm . tbe rljl if mal'llind DS: . 
ifti:IJ htNJ bten metamorphlfttl, 'but did· attend .• 
to perform the fc:vc:ral fun8ions of their cal-

. ling, as prophefyiog, that is, pt'C:achklg tlfe· · . 
gofpel, vifiting the fick, &c. and ""''" intermil­
t~d the ordina,., !Jujinrfs if their tra,dt or pro-­
fe41iQn, unlef• .. thdr church c~r t~11gregatun was­
very numerous, in whicbcafe they.,,., mainttU.tc- . 
td by alms or ~cn!ributi~nr, which was laid ·afidc·· · 
by every memoer, and colleCted the firft da1 : 
oF the week by the. deaeOD; this· was faid to. • 
be given to the ~burch, and was employed by ·: 
fuff'rage of the whole collecHve l>ody t<rtfle 
poor and to other incidencies : fo far was ft. · 
from facrilege in thofe days to employchnrcl). 
goods to lay-ufeS'. Froflt thtfi w~rm; Chure&, .. 
Ckrgy, Ordioation1 Paffi)r, (Wbilh' Jojl· h.th • 

leen tra~tjlattd if latt ]tars Bilhop) you fu WtMt · 
c•lr,JitMs IJ.fo_..._....., .. ..., i~· 
a jlrullurt tbty bav~ raifeti •Pm fi littlt. p .fou•­
datiorz ; and how eajiiJ it wi.ll fall ID tiM .grQIIIIJ, . · 
w/Mn GQd. .foaJJ illjpir1 . chtlllian pri.Aces 1111111· 

M S , · ftace.. 
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&tes 11 r~mn his truths t111d his p,. ~t~j/4wtl 
~m 4#1 if th,;r clllldm, find u.bri"' btUi: 
(Jgtl;, i•t• tiM "!-" ld tht ,,.,., •rigilflll thrifiu• 
fa4th with· tht apofrolical churches, pafrors 
and ordination, fo conlHl:eut with moral virtue 

·and integrity, fo helpful. and conducing. to the 
beft and' moil' prudcat pfJii&y, Co .fi&tod for obe­
dience to magijlra(y and g~vmunmt • !lll which 

. · the ·world bath for many years beeD cleprived 
·d by the tx«rt~IHt 1111d in1ttll1 ill tulil.1 whicb is 
inftpa,ul' fr~~~t~ prieft-craft, _·au th1 c.njt~ratt'm 

flf' fpell if thtir new immrlld mliNtifll; by which 
· lhey cry with the poet, 

jam ju11r b,,.,,,. "~" M pHUrl fot/•m 
Expulit, & tiJumJPirant pr,-.wdia Plu .. llullt. 

Which makes them fo jan-Ill t111tl h.t1. that thq 
have nothing if inttzrit,. cr intleul if· hulflll,jq· 

lift· in tbmt. I hope I ihall not be thought , 
·impious any longer upon this point, I mean for 
vindicating cbrifiiao relig\on from the IUTaafiS 
of thefc men ; who having the coafidcmcc to ' 
believe, or at lcall: profefs themfelYes the oaJy 
inll:rameuts which God hath chofen, or cao 
cboofe to teach and reform the world, though 
they bavc. neither ·moral !irtaca aor natural 

f:Ut' 
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puts tqllal- cQ o..tlwo ... ~ thG aoa' 
parts hav• by tJU. pretence proniRd fo far · 
•poa the common fort of people, aod apom ·• 
tOme too of a better quality; that they arc per• 
fUaded thdr falvation or . eteroal dJDUlat,ioa. • 
depends. UPQD . believing or not believioa of ... 
what they Cay. I would. not be uoduftood tCJ · 
dUfwadc any. Will honouring the trtu ap.jlo&i · 
twhlr.s when they Q}all be rc-cftablifhed IIDQDg · ~, 
us, or frnn allflVIi"l tbtlll {evctt of· right, aac:l · ' 
not of alml or coortefy) filth tmoltmtmts as "'111. · 
'"al/1 them thttrftJ/J to ptrfflf"m-tbt d.tits of · 
thtir tharzt, to prflfJitk fir t6tir childrm, anti ' 

''"" 11 ufi b,fpita/itf,- as they are commande4 I 

'by St. Paul. But-this I wiJi~l'lp/Jt/Y. bcfQte l l 
~ll.'lud~~ that if pri11w foall~trfmtt. thu lufi· · 
111/s 1, hAhJ11. •tui W.w1. ·t1111 .,u, -f"'" .-0 ~t •· 
IJTil/l-n-Qft m if MW is ;, tht l'•flllll• or if th•t • 
UMOOS R.BFORMER •, jltl f,., ,.,., -. 
.Jw,. •IIA 1/ :t»iccardy ttl. GcQQY4, wko is of C. • 

· tp~Cf.t fCJtC)WQ lqr lcafpiqg 4n4 pw.u, INid w" •. 
,_,;ju tl Ji ;.-fill • r''.fontMiiMI.; }Ja/J _, i• • 
M1 tiMIIill wblll, atvtm tilu Jm If_.; thnt 1 ' 
)111, I -.J1 ftr.uJ lbtlt ., WIN tlu aagUlratc; • . . · 
lfit workmao~ will jilld thtmjihJn dfCtiwd m l(,,j,.. ,. 

~ CJ'fJ'ilto · 
t1fC, •. 
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wptOation, INIIl thtll tht I~•JI fibra '.f tbis plant will 
ffltr•run ag11in tht t.~~holt vintyard of tht L•r:t4 
tnd tum to a diffufivc: papacy in every diocefe, 
perhaps in every. parilh: So that God in hi~ · 
mmy infpirt .thtm to cut out tht ,,., if tht ulur, 
pnd the hag of rhis . impo/Jhurnt, . . that it may 
ttefJir rank/1 or jtjler any more, nw IJrtlll Dflt 

hirtafttr to di/Jufl niw corruption · itnd Plllrifac:.. 
. t ion thl'ough the bodi •f Chrlft, whicb is his holy 
cha:"ch, tfJ vitiatt and inftll tht gofJa 1rthr turd 
;,,, ~/icy. of ~er~nt. 

I come now to the tall branch of my charge ;: 
~hich is, 'That 1 ttach prinm villtmy, and how 
to tnj/avt 1111tl •PPrtfs thtir fobjetls. If any mao 
will read over my book of t.he Pri•u with im· 
partiality· and ordinary charity~ he wiD eafrly 
perceire that it is not my intention therein to 

recommend that government, or. thofe mea 
there defcribcd to the world ; · much lefs to 
reach men to trample upon gOod men, and all 
that is facred and Yenerable upoo earth~ laws, 
religion·, bonelly, and what not. If I have ~ 
been a lit~e too- punfrttal in defcrlbing tbefe 
monflers, and drawn thClB tQ the Hte in .all 
thei.r lineaments and colours, I hope mankiDd 
will know them the better., to avoid them, my 

· treatifi being both a fatir~ agalnfi tllcm and a 
true ,harfJ!Itr of Lh'"m.- · 
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WhtJifJir in his empirt is titd 111 fill other ruJei 
t!Ja11 thofi if his 0111n will and lo/f, m'ujl tither Ill 
• faint or tl}i a tmy deYil incarnate; or if he bi" 
Mtitbtr iftbift, b~th his lift atld his reign art /il~ 

to IJe fJtry /hlrt: fw whojotfltr tales "P"' him fo 
e:xtcrfllllt 011 tmpl4Jmtnl as t1 r11le mm againjl tht 
/tluls if nalrut and reafin, mu.JI tr~r• all topjil" 
'""''' a11d IUfJW jliclt at any thing; for if once 
he halt he will fall and never rife agaiA, &c .. 
Aad fo I bid you farewell • .. 
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RE.STRAINI.NG. 
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p R E s S*'· • 
~ I F any re.ftraillt d.to b'e put upon the prefg;. 

it muft be either on·a JI.ELIGIOU·S· OR 

CIVIL· account. . : .... 
· All that an be pleaded. for it on llie fcare of 

rellaion, is, that 'tis nece(fary to prevent meDJ 
being led into error ; and as a confequence. of 
that, nothing is to be printed that may tempJ: 
them to queftion the truth of any pa(t or point 
of the eftablUbed reliaioa; 

. • I .have a copy. .of tbia traa, which belouged ,to 
'A11tbo"7 Collins, Efq; wherein it. is afcribcd to Dr. 
f".7•'al• and therefore there can be ao deubt that 
-.. wou thc.real. author. · 

la --
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In order to anfwer this,. I muft beg leave to. . 
obferve, that nothing is more certain than that · 
God does not require of men impoffibilities, aa-

.·a. mean~ to obtain theil' future .happinefs; and 

~onfequently all that , he de.tircs of them, is to. 
ufe their rational faculties after · the. beft man­
ner they can, for the. difcovery of his will: He! 
therefore that docs . this, .. tho'- nevor . fo much . 
millaken, is as acceptable to God,. whD is nt~ 

refpiller of ptrjons, as he that's not -mifiakenlli. 
fince he hu done all that God.requ_ires of himt.. 
and the othe.r could. do no more • . 

To affirm liis millakes are finful, is to makt:-· 
· God the author of .fin, in fo · framing hi$ ua.­
~erfianding, tl¥t after he bad done all he could·· 
to avoid error~ he necelrarily fell iato i~ An4·· 
iE it be lhe height of impiety to condemn one 
of fin for obeying God's command• in · impar .. 
tta-Uy examining, it can be no lcfs -impiou• to · 
affirm. tho opioioo. uoavoidably-caufccl·by fo.d~· 
iig to be a fia. · 

How · happy would mea tbea ~ if. aocP· 
withftandiog their difiMence of-opinion, they · 
weuld allow on all fides, that impartiality and :! 
£aor.rity were fufficient to recommend them to.·· 
Gec;t,. aad.bJ;eonfcq.qencc ro oac IDOdlor l Oo-
•. iog.· 

I 
'I 
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ing a llep furth~r than this, junifies thi feverel\: · 
method of the inquilition : for if men can be 
guilty of impiety, blafphemy:. and other damn• 
able opinions, tho' on the fidfleft examination 
they judge them agreeable to .the will of God 1 

and if it 6e the duty of thofe that are in power 
in every nation to prevent this, they are 
bouod to refirain not only the liberty of print­
ing, but of preaching ; and. to ufc the fevereft· 
methods they can, to hinder the fpreading of.. 
whatever- they apprchen4 to. be fuch opjniona. 
iut, 

If God wiUjudge men--as . they, are. account• 
able, that is, rational· creatures-; their rewar~. 
whether they hit or mifs of truth, will be ia au 
uaa proportioa to the. u~ thef make of their 
rcafoo: and· coafequeotly no opitlion.caa-bc .... 

I _ .Ond, bat- ford. wut ofban haimp,a::~~ ezamiaatioa1_;: 
ao - atCOr •DB at- t at .1· ~a more or WI'\. 

omitted• fo .oac ia more Ql' lcii. accou..a.WO.. · 

H this, how p.aradozicai·foever at &ft· light~ 
it inay appear- to foae, is- apo&, ouaiaatioo. 
demeaftramely tru~; W.hat-c:an· bet more ua'­
rnfoaable, than ..on .pretcace of preveatlng the­
growth of dangerous errors, to reftrain the · 
.arefs, aad·thereby.hiador mco- frHt feeiog, and~ 

con{~ 
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confcquently from examining the reafons -tlfat · 
make againfi: the efiablilhed religion ? when 

·without an impartial examination, let our 
religion be never fo true, we hold it guiltilt, 
and with it, though never.fo falfe, ianocently. 
But,. -

' . . 
. , What can be-more i4Confifient with this grattd 
duty of examination, than a refiraint · on the 

prefs, unce there can be no other caufe alliga­

ed why 'tis unlawful to "pllblith argu~m& 

againfi the fiate religion, but becaufe 'tis· ·un- ­
lawful to-read .tbem, _that being ,the fole reafon' 
of · forbidding the publiihing of. them.? And 
i£it. be once fuppofed unlawful to read, it molt 

~ as unlawfuL ta hear or think any thing,. 
. that inclines one to que~ ion the truth _of any 
p.art or point of the national religion : allCl 

, confequently it makes it every one's duty, in.all 

connt»ies.whatever~ to profefs. tllat without: the. 
leaft examination.- But, 

. If one has-no realOn to ex pea: a heaft~-~l.to 
_will not be. at , the pains to examine what 'tis­
Qod reqqires. of him, in order to his .comil)g 
there ; what a condition muft he :he in, who 

DOt onlJ.. negteaa this himfclf, but.. labours 
top 
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., 6btain a ·law to make all others .. do 1hc 
·fame? 

' "The ex.amining tbe reafons on alludes (for 
·prevention of which the prefs is to be re· · 
llrilined) not only makes the mill:aken accept· 
able to'Goct,. but is .the only method that can 
be taken to prevent Diinakes.; for which end 
God has commanded every one to judgt of 
.himftlf, to try tht fpirits, to profit _all thingr., 
.&c~ And therefore thofe divines that are for 
mens tryiJ:?g nothing, or knowiog.Dothin,g, but 
·what ple{IJes the; licenfe"d guides in every .cou~­
t.cy, give God himfelf the lie, after the w_orft 

manner that can be. .And 

The more people are fubjeCl: -to miftake, 
the tefs reafon there is to rely on any one .Gde, 
but ·with care .and diligence to . examine the 

rearons of aU, and confeqnently the prefs 
ought to be open to aU. And when a ·dif· 

.-conde 'is ·printed, men by Yiewing and review· 
iog it, may form a better judgment, than wheu 
"tis only fpoken. 

Jn anfwer to this, 'tis faid, and · alike faid 
..every where, tbat mea may have an i8lpartial 

ill• 
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· ioformation from the cler~ of the efiablithe4 
church. Bat 

Are not they under 'a greater-rtflraint than 
·()tbers, being obliged to profefs thofe opinions 
tO which their pr~fcrmcnts ue annexed, or 
etfe to ftarve ? to that · io this cafe, ~tis . not the 

.· maQ, but the bHhopric:k, the deanery, the pre­
',bend, ·the reaory that preaches and prirJts 
nnnin1 tlntr•diunll, .popery ia ODe place, Lu­
theranifm io another, Calvinifm io a third;, 
and they pefiibly 'IBIJ think it 'but fair tG 

·maiot~in fueh opinions as mai~taio them.; 
though '"to ·fpeak the truth, the opinions gene• 
rally miin'tain the-priefts, better than the priefls 

·-maintain the opioio'ns. Arc men, fo bouna 
and lhackled, l~ely to gite a fair r~rd'enfa­
tion of \Vhat "dD be f•id tgainfi them, WhCA 

the only caufe they can alledge for r.crfirainlog 
the prefs, is to 'binder '.people ·from kno'wiog 

·lt? Do not the'bltnd·lead the blind, wbeD the 
guides oa which others arc wholly to depend, 
.are not trolled to guide thcmfelvcs ? 

. I 
I 
I 

In a •ord, ·ill ·other ·methods but this 0£ , 
ftlmi11lng; wili.equaHy fcrve to ··pr01Jlote 'ad1 
religion, ·mougft "aeter iO :&lfe, ·and c.pnfo• 

.. ·q,ucndJ 
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~uently cannoi: be the ·way to dilliQguilh tho 
·true from the many falfe · oaos; bat ve the ' 
:pious frauds and holy cheats,-of not·-very pious 
-~d very holy IDeo, to ·te~p the ptople iil « 
:Wind obedience. 

_ As this m~od 11 the ·onlf -way to·~et · 
•=• fo ~tis -1his -t~ makes· it·mctft·-dfctlaah 
"Where men ·wklaout -aamialltiOD eatcrtain " 
~elif!ioo, it will ·baYC bat Htdc ;lnflo~nce oa 
"lbdr prfta. w-hat clcJes : aot ~mince th'e 
'ltft'derftmdktg,- ean baore ·bat a -fmafl :.eft'ec!t on 
the will : And as far as t'he reafonablenefs of all 

~pinion is feen, fo far 011ly can it operate on a 
rational creature; and the more examinatiolt. 
-renders it fo, the more force it will have oo 
the alre'Uions, which· are not moved . without 
foai~e~fible coonexio9 between the caufe and -
·the effec!t. For this reafon thinking men, 
truth being·>endcared to them as the difcoverf 
-of their own indufiry,. are for the moft patt 
·.,cry confcientious; while thofe that owe their 
·relig)ea_to tbe chaDce of eclucatloo,·have-geue­
·rally ~ more rcprd 1to . it, tlaan if they owc4 
it_~ ·tile daaace of -a 61ie, ·If~ the freedom 
.r the -prefi ceatribuces not only :to endear 

truth 

• 

I ,, 

..0 I 
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- troth when difcoveretl, but to· tlie ,.difcotery 
of. it ;-and if that falls, to make-eveir error irfelf 
lnnocent,•all-fhe·argume'nts on the -account· .. o£ 
Teligion ~.0 mo1l: refigioufly COiltend for . its 
entire liberty. 'fo which let me add, that 

· Tke ·o6'ble -~rt Of :pinting, mat by· dtitne 
]~rOvidenCt!! was difamred · ·te free mCD hiD 
the tyranny of the clergy • they tmn groane4 
under, and without· which the proteftaat reli· 
gion maR have proved abortive, ought nat ro 
be made a .means to i'eduoe us, again uader fa-
Ftr.dotal-Aa~ery. AD4 . . , 

1f our anceftou could not fecure theinrewea 
~rom more than Egyptitzn boodag~, which the 
pulpits brought on them, wlthont the. aflift­
ance of th8 prefs : What hopes have we to 
a.efend oarfclves again£l: ):>othi when .by the 

· · !Deane · of the Jattet,' the dergy bayo · IIIIIch 
Breattr ' opport-an'itiea, :as \vell as ablUries, -~ 

accomplith their defigas ·? · 

· The teftraim· of · the· · prefs is ·c:onfifient 
~nough with pOpCIJ ~, ·b8t for. p-otdlnta to 

attem.pt it, is fhiking at the foundatibn Of the~!:-
. religion, 'which is ~bu'ilt on 'lfte tr.fftlr~ .-igM 

, 'CVCJ:Y 
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tterf one has of judging for himfelf in matters 
of religioP.. Bot what .can fuour more of a • 

blind popilh compliance, than fo entirely to 

give up the coodua of ~eligion to a few liceo­

fing prielts, as that nothing thall be publi!hed 
bot what they think fit ? The learned Dr. 
Cl•uet faith, (and after the fame manner do 
all our clergy write when they have to do witll 
the papifts) " • They that have a good caufe, 
" will not fright men from c:on1ideriog what 
n their adverfaries fay by their books, bwt 
5 ' rather encourage them fo to do, that 
" they may fee the dilference between truth 
u and error, reafon and fal.lhood, with their 
" own q'es. This is the effea of a weH; 
" grounded conficJeoce ·in troth, and there is 

" the 1ign of • good caofe apparently difccrn­
" able, in the application of the clergy of the 

•• church of Ent!.nd, both to their friends 

u and enemies. They delire the one aod 
" t'otber, to confider impartially -what is faicl 
cc for us, as well auga~fl us ; and wbenfoev« 
•5 guides of a party do otherwife, they give 

" jaft caafe to euiDine tllcir doBrines more 
" carefully, by bow m~ they are unwilling 

• Perf11afiYe to aa u...maoaa trial, p. z8. 
V,OL. lV. N to 
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c.· to liavt tbeltl ~x:amibfd. TtS' i ·bat •ligri, 
<CI when ·meo art Iotti 'lo· hawe. their -~~ 

· '" feen 'ill the clay, bat lote ~arknefs lbOre \bin 
. ~4 light." 

'Every one thiob he has ~ natural right lb 
~,~att«S. of learning and knmVJe~, except 
'What relates tO religion aad goveroaeot, to(«: 
_what can be faid on all fides, in -order. to fom 
his jodgmeat aright-; aad tllere caa he ttb 

tc:ifoo ·wtay tbc!e flould be excepted, · fince 
. to havt A rJgln· ~odetfbodillg ·in thtm; is wbiit 
ls mofhvortby'a rational bei'og. . -

T~ mt>re 11fefal My rtiencc it to m:urldut\ 
·the grtatct'· 9ill its abufes be: D~blty, Jaw. 

}>byfidt are fad ioftanc:es of tbi$. But how 
can th~k abuf~ be difccmred, if thti prefs lie 
in their . bands that gain by them ? What cati 
-be mort -ofeful thto hifu>ty, eC~ially c:l on~s 
own country l and ccni we ·~Fa a. tr.e izr~ 

formatiob, _•ben cnly one ftde is ro ]kiotl? 
And there 'A~ fe-ar pei-fo~, ~ped&11y ~t·a ·d·tr­
tllOCe from L..,th,, bat w~l4 tbiok k a :hartt­
Qlip to be ciepri•rd r:Rn of f~ tPfks .as tile 
c:ommoo oews~papers,_ which W()~l~ oot be 
allowed onder a reRraillt of the ptefs. Nay, 

,, 8 ' -- -~ 
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• ~}.d: not the hope .lOt .an - l~artial ac.,.. 
~~' ~~eo iG n~turai thilt~ Jioce •Q e'V'id.ent. 
'r!lth in .pbilofophy, has been thought a mon­
ihous error in divin-ity; aod a rational difcoorfe 
oo any fubj«t may be hiadred from being 
printed, left, as the late bifhop of WtWctjler' 
!lid 9f the ·mc)f\ rational that ever was· writ t,. 
it might be applied to otbu ufes tlaaa- what the 
author defigtied. 

- . · . Nothing cao more difc~urage lll!eJ1 of abill• 
ties from writing, tbao to fubjea their dif. 
a.fe to. the m(rcy ot .0 ignorao t, or at leall 
aa unleifured-Jlc:enfer :: faeh a hardO\ip on th4-
commoowealtll of learning, will be apt to-­

eake: •a itn~rinz•tu, fignify no more, tba11 
tb• the book is.foolifh enough IQ be printed. . · 
. . 
. As the people retain a right to offer tbeil."' 

advice to their reprefentatives, fo there cao:. 
~ot but happeti feveral .. thi.ilg,s, wherein they _ 

may· receive fatisfaaion fro~ what is' publifi1ecl' 

by thofe without doors (as happened'. in the 

cafe of the !landing army, and fcveral other· 
matters) which may in a great meafure be hin• · 
Cil~red, BY. the licenfers of the pr.efs being in• .. . . ; . 
· t The Elray oa Human Underftacding, by Mr-

IM;de.. . . ... 

- J. N a, fiuenccd; 
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Buen~d by thofe, . whQ have an intqell tOt 

1liffc truth. _, 

. In a word, as many things as are worth 
underllandiog aright, fo many arguments are 
there for the liberty of the prefs i though the 
Qnly reafon that is pleaded for its rcilfainC 
upon a civil accouut, is to prevent falfe repre­
fentations of peoples deligos ~nd a~Hons, efpc­
cially of fuch as are disoified with a publi~ 
chara£\er. But 

. T.hough this may be done by fpcaking, who 
ever thought it reafonable, that all but one­
party of men fhould have a padlock on thei~ 
lips ? And yet this is all that's meant by a re:. 
ftraint on the prefs, fince what is to be printed; 
is left to the arbitrary . will of men of this 
·~r that party. And there can be no manner 

of 'reafoh, why writing and talking lhould not 
be on 'the. fame. foot, fine~ what's contrary to. 
law is In both caf.:s equally punifhable ; and a . 
. reftraint of the prels cannot hinder books from 
coming out by ft~alth. 

j • • • 

-What ean be more unconfcion~ble, confider. 
. ' . I 

ipg ho\v the nation is divided, than to have aU 
b•t oat: partyreftrained from 'writing in theil­

owo 
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them as barbaroufly as they pleafe? With 
•hat unchrifiian temper· and inhumane in­
folence will partymen treat thofe they arc 
tmplbyed to write againft ? and :wh~t niifrc.:. 
prefentations, lies and calumnies .will they not 
then, be gtirlty of? 'Tis the danger of' being 
dett6ed· and expofed, that makes men write 

With more temper, as wen as mor.e regard to· 
truth. 

Jf the honourable houfe of coi]Jmons h~ve,. 

'bf~n ~ {qlemn drbate, tb~Y~ht fit to publifll. 
ib~ir proce.edings to preven.t . !:>eing mifrepre­
fe~ted, why _fhould t~y deny tbofe they re_ .. 

prefeot the fa~e liberty l. And whe~ both· 
boufes have thought it neceCfary co print, (and 

one 'inay veot1,1re ro add, that neither houfe; 

w.hhout Jhis liberty, would h.t~e rhought· 
~eir re_putatioos fafe) it cannot be prefumed 

tbat either houfe will be putting. fucb a hard-
fhip on- the nation. · · 

As bonaur and r-eputation fecure their vo­
~uies from committing ill and bafe aaions, fo 
'11hey incite them to all good· ones; but If the 

Jrefs be in tl1e hands of defigoing ·people, ~t 

N 3. ma.y.· 
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may have a quite different , etreCl:, and Je 
wholly ~mployed to traduce; as· it was· ia 
former reigns, the bell men both in churtll 
and .!late. And 

It will be a great encouragement for mf• . 
above the otdioary reub of the law, to cruth 

tbofe. beneath them, when the prefs fuall fpeak 
only in their favour, and the injured are de,o 

prived of the 13ft fatisfaClion that oppreft vir-. 

tue has, of appealing to the peopl~,_ ana 

jullifying. their innocence to the world. And 
therefore I cannot fee how one, that has aay 

Yalue for his reputation, will be content ui 
roo the hazud _of having it put out' of his 

power, to jufiify himfelf as publickly as he is 
injured. Whether what is· {aid of trutll~ 
that none .is againft truth but where that is 
fidl: againll them, may be applied to the' prefs/ 
.I will not determine; but thofe whofe aaions­

canoot bear examination, will, DO doubt, be 
,glad of ita refiraiot, and polnbly may add ini-· 
quity to iniquity, by pretending they defire · i:t" 
out of affcllion to the goternmeot, or :ual to· 
the cburs;h. ·- ' 

•• .Tho 
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; . Th~ .. rellraining the prefs may Dot be fo 
much for the inter~ft of aoy party, as fom~ 
fondly imagine ; becaufe their beiog for it, wUl 

be apt !O make men believe the very worl~ 

i~s •heir eoe~ies fay to be true; and that 

'ti4 ·the fear of having _their pernicious defigos 
difcovered, ·which makes them take a method, 
that till now ·they themfelves oppofed, and 

which in former reigns was made ufc of to ad._ 
tance llavery and popery. But . ' 

. lf.tbis .be of no weight, let .it be coafidered,; 

that the. prt:fs, jackanapes likt; ( u a 8t~ll: gentlc­
tnan faid ~£ their king) may be made . to bite: 
whc;Mufocver they, in whofc cuftody it chance• 

to be, . think fit; and a reftraining law no 
fooqcr made:, bot Jhe fc~:ne of affairs may fo 

alter~ that the party whi~h promoted it, may 

be fconrged .with rods of their own providing, 

and be themfelves debarred . of that Jibeny 
ttlcy deligned to exclude others from. And 

po~bly fome may be glad of foch a bill, the 

better t() deprive them of thofe advantages, 
~hich .withou.t it they would not think pru- . 

-dent to attemFt· But though this might not . 

&le the ~ofec:,ueQce jlt prefcot, who can b• 

faro 
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fure in what }land$. the prefs ·h~re~~~~·:·~~~~­
placed? · · · · . · · · · · · ·· ·• 

As the chief happindS· as· ~II as dignit)'.o£ 

ratiOQal creatures\ cooqfts in haYiog t~ li-. 
berty. of thinking on what fu~ea thef ~ 
~od of~~ freely comm-gnicatiog_ their thoughts ;. 
{o all good aovcrn&nen~s that hale allowed d"" 
freedom, were fo far from fuiferiog by it~ that: 

it wonderfally endeared the~q to tbcu _people~- ­
And oo mioiftry un be hurt_ by the Jibcrty.of: 
• profs, "fiiiGC they b~. ll1IDIIJat af tlepaa• ' 
6aats~ · teady •fOB all ~: ·to 'Wflto id­

joiificatioo. ei their coo4"a J uy, ~·gild 010'· 

the worft. of. taeir aaioas, aocJ giye a fair co• 
lour to that moft- peraicioas dcfisos ; aod at 
~e fame time fo to mifreprefaat the true pa• 
triots of their C:oUDtry, ·that the people, thei11 
teal friends, being deprived of the liberty o( 
publickly juftifying thcmfelves, may millakc· 
them for their co~ie~,. and wcfs. thoio that ar• 
~uly (o. 

The ~iberty of the prelk muft: keep a miniftry 
JWithio fomc tolerable bounds. by e:xpoJiog· 
.&k~u ill defigns to t~e people,. with whom if · 

.... thCJ' 
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they once lofc their aedit, they will be very 
u'n~t t~ols for a court to ~ork with~ But 

T~c arts of Llatc in moft places being to c:n­
flaye; or keep the people io fiavery, it became 

ll crime to talk, much more to write -about . 
ft.ue.mat.ters. Ahd the prefs i~ moll countries ; 

of E14"tf•fpeaking nothing but court-languag~i 
tlse people, who. till the invention of printing 

' had tolerably well prefcrved their liberty', were ' 

by degrees gulled and cheated eut of thofc · 
it!dlimat* bleffiogs. And there's nothing, · 

citba: •ith refpdl to religion or politicks, b · 
ddlraime to marikind, but may be made; · 
where the pulpit nd prdi:coafpire togetbu, to. 
pafs for divine truths. 

. ' 
The fiavUh condition the mo~ part o£ man•,. 

kind in all ages have been in, lhews bow mucll 
they have been waoti~g to themfclves in not 
taking alarm fooo enough a.t ·the chains that 
were prcparh}g for them. And as there ate: 
few, very few ioilances .of ·people's having 

perceived the intended fiavery, fooo enough 
to prevent it; fo there are fewer ioftap.t;es _pf 

...their having taken arms, but upo~ very juft 
-ocean on, 



. .. , . ,,. ..... , .... · 
In a \V()I"d,. •.t~¢t~.is. ~~freed.~ eithei 'Oil.~ 

or.eccle'ifiical, but where the liberty of-~ 
prefs is maintaialed ; jO wltere that » &csm~, 
ail others are fafe. That_, . Hke a &ithf!ill-" 

centioel, prevents all mrprize, and gives timely 
warning of any approaching danger. And 

therefore 'tis to be hoped) that the truftee~· 
or the people's liberties will prefervc; its free­
d~ entire ; for if its facred liberty is but: 

o~ aft'cfl~ though by oeYer fo ~enllo a. 
)\w, 'tia to be fc"'"~cl.- tb.lt t.Aw wUl he Wed, 
•• aa a.rgwueat to. r.cllraiu it as QlQch a. ever •· 
fqr thea 'twill be eafy to eograit a now law ... _. 
on pretCDCc that the old did not aofwer the 

eod, as we fee 'twas w.ged in the cafe of th4 
cOnformity bill~ 

. As to the obliging aqthors to fet their namu .. 
to their works, that can ooly ferve to hindef 
the pubrUhiog the moft nfeful .books, viz. 

thofe_defigoed to relHfy abofes. Belides, this. 

prejudices people for or againft a book, and­
ferTes as a handle for fulfome ftatterie9, or­

grofs abufes ; and we- hue too frequent in- · 

4ances of Qlens thinking_ to attont:, for n~-

aofw.er.-
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anfweriog the arguments, by railing at '!lc 
authors. A~d . therefore . thofe writers, fuch 
:~ the ~thor o( lb. 11!1J,u lJidj 4f Mlm, f:fl. 
that defign the utmoft ~, 'haYe induftriou~J 
concealed their WUDes • 

• 

'. 
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B 0 0 K. s latlly pu!Jlijhid JJ RJCHAl!J 
BAI.ON, .wiz. · 

A CORDIAL for' Low SpiritS, in three 
1• Volumes. The third Edition, witb 
sreat Improvement. • . 

2. · Milton's· Anfwer to Charles I. The fe­
c:ond Edition, with many Pafi'age~ unknown t• 
all former Editon. 
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