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HE defign of this Collettion
" being to emancipate the minds
of men, and to free them from thofe
chains in which they have been long held
to the great difgrace both of reafon and
chriftianity, I beg leave to dedicate the
firft volume to you: and I do it with
great alacrity and pleafure; as I am tho-
roughly perfuaded that every attemipt to
ferve the glorious caufe of liberty and .
truth, will be acceptable to a man of your

generous and excellent fpirit.

~ In countries enflaved, all truth is rigo-

. roufly fuppreffed, all the averiues to re-
ligious knowledge and free enquiry are
A2 care-
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Icarcfu'lly blocked up; and it is pendl,

fometimes capital, to gainfay and oppofe
what power hath decreed and eftablifhed.
A few ages ago, our own country was
in the fame doleful’ condition ; when no-
thing could be publithed but what fup-

" ported fuperttition and tyranny, when the

Priefts had the direétion of the prefs,
and reltrained it o their own vile pur-
pofes; to keep the people in ignorance
and bondage. ~But, thanks to Heaven !

" our lot is fallen in happier times : and

the’ only way to preferve our llberty, is

“to affert it; and to oppofe all fuch prin-

c1ples and . praltices as are inconfiftent

“with it, or which threaten and endanger
‘the lofs of it.

The worth of hbcrty is mcfhmable 3
it compre‘ht-ﬁds all human felicity: and
it is impoffible for any man to- love God
or his country, who does not ftudy to. pro-

.mote the principles of liberty, and to ferve

its caufe. . Where liberty is gone, all is

~gone that is precious and dear to men !

Fot
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. For this reafon, it may be juftly expected
. that all who are friends to mankind, will
-ever oppofe prieftcraft and fpiritual ¢y-
ranny, as thefe have been ever found the
greateft foes to truth and the happinefs
of men. In the profeflors of chriftianity
this is a moft indifpenfible duty, both
from aregard to men’s temporal good, -
and from that concern which they ought
to have for the honour and purity of
their religion. [t is certain that nothing
has been a greater hindrance to the re-
ception of this religion among men, ng-
thing has more obftructed its progrefs
in the world, than the abfurd and felfifh
“doétrines, the fuperftitious and foolith
practices, which have been blended with
it and fathered upon it. To free it from
" thefe, would be the means of recommend-
ing ittoall men : and it is very probable,
that when once it is feparated from all he-
_terogeneous and forcign mixtures, its di-
_vinity will be acknowledged, and all men
, will readily e nbrace it.

oM ’ A 3 _ When

a4’
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When chriftianity firft appeared, it was
-u light to the worlds it comforted ‘and
-.made glad the heart of man: but the
corruptions, inventions, and additions of
- sfter-ages, rendered it a difgrace to hy-
man reafon, a burden and curfe to human
kind. For many centuries it was buried
under fuch a mals of fuperftition, that it
- could not be diftinguithed from,the worft.
fort of Paganifm itfelf, In Cbriftendom all
was darknefs, horror, and chains. Here
is an everlafting reafon for oppofing all
Priefts,. and an unanfwerable argument
againft all their claims of power and au-
thority. For, from the power and pride
of priefts it was, that all thefe terrible evils
arofe. Not content with being paﬂ:ars
and minifters according to the primitive
inftitution, they fet up for Lords and
Rulers: And when they were become
‘mafters of all things, and wielded both
the fpiritual and civil fword, it was death
and damnation to refift them.

‘Does it not highly concernall cﬂriﬁiax}-s,
to know and confider thefe things ? If
2 men
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+~men hadiexercifed their reafon, or vnder-

ftood their juft rights, their chrifianliber-

= 2y ; could. they poffibly have been thus
. blinded and .enflaved ? And is not this

ample warning to all Proteftant States,

" that have in fome meafure recovered-their

liberty, to'guard againft all prieftly en-

:"croachments, to break every remaining

‘yoke ; 'and 1o encourage a fpirit of freo
‘enquiry in their people, as what alone can

* preferve and perpetuate their liberty ? If

neither the bitter experience of paft ages,

“nor the dreadful condition of Popith

‘countries at this day, can open our eyes,
.and teach us wifdom; we muft be the
blindeft, the moft infenfible, the moft ftu-

- pidand infatuated of all people.

- Of late years religious knowlcdge hath

. greatly encreafed in this nation, and the
‘nature and defign of chriftianity are now
better underftood than ever : but of what
avail are 3ll our improvements in know-
~,1cdgc, if we muft ill be Oaves to the laws

it
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- and cuftoms, the doétrines and pra&ices
of dark and barbarous ages? How cin
we blame Papifis for following Traditios,
tho’ contrary to the light both of reafon
and revelation, when we ourfelves are the
moft proftrate worthippers of cuftom, and
reverence error for antiquity’s fake ? Bet-
ter be in igporarce, than thus hold the
Truth in unrighteoufnefs, 1o flath in our
faces and condemn us !

" Whoever compares the fcriptures with
the articles and canons of our national
‘church, will fee how little ‘we have of
‘chiriftian’ truth and liberty, and what re-

. mains there ftill are of popifb corruption
and tyranny. Can any man reconcile the
right of private judgment, and the apo-
folical injunion to prove all things, with
the twentieth article of the church; by
which the Priefts claim a power over all
thuman underftanding, and by écnying
us a right ta think for ourfelves, treat us

as brute beafts?- 4
Let
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> Let them thew us, if they can, bow the
ufe of reafon and their damping; creeds
agree; and the confiftency of curfing in
churches, or that it is lefs fhocking for
men to damn their neighbours in the
worfhip of God, than in an ale-houfe or
a gin-fhop!

]

It can never be a juft defence of thefe
things,totell us, that they are ¢ffablifbed by
/ow. Human authority is not the ftan-
dard of Trath; nor is it in'the power of
any:.men to make that which is wrong, to
beright. A law campelling us to. eat

_-what we do not relifh, or cannot digeft,

would be lefs unnatural than . a law com-
manding us to believe. what we .do not '
underftand, or judge to be falfe. . If our

- Jaws are. inconfiftent with reafon. and

truth and public good, have, we not.a

* . right to abolith them ? If not; what a

ridiculous and contcmpnble, what a bafe

.and unworthy nation are we, to boalt of

knowledge and freedom ? "
g, Sit,
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. 8ir, T memtion not thefe dmigs for

© yout infiradion, but Fofyourediﬁcmm 3
* o anintate and' foréify you inf the noble
- oppofition you have hitherto made to
© ¢fablifped falthood and folly, In matters

of Religion, neither the great vulgar,
nor the fmall, have any concern what

- they profefs or att. Where honours,
* wealth, and preferments are annexed to

any opinions, the  great will ever profefs
and maintdin themn, how falfe and wicked

- foever they: biey whillt truths that are at-
" terfded -with réproach and poverty, or

sny degree of perfecution, will have few
friends, few advocates and followersin this

. world. .But if there be a God, the love
© of trutk is a fure title to his favour ! and
" hereafter They fhall thine . with diftin-
- guithed’ honour, that here ftood up for

intereft amongft men.” Who would de-

Truth and Liberty in a degenerate age;

“and by their example, influence, and all

their abilities, ftudied to promote their

fert

B &
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t fo glorious a caufe, with fuch rewards
profpect? That you will never defert
I have the greateft reafon to believe
1 Therefore I thus publicly deglare
felf to be, with great efteem and
Sien, . , Tk

"Siw, - | ‘
 Yawr bightyubliged friend,
- dudwep bl farvem,
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ADVERTISEMENT.

HE death of the Reverend Mr,

Baron, the Editor of the fol-

lowing valuable Tra&s, has not only

given his friends much concern, but

-has likewife difappointed them in their

expeQation of a fpmtcd addrefs by
way of preface.

Mr. Baron’s charalter was one of
~ the moft artlefs and undifguifed that
~ éver appeared in the world,

He was a man of real and great
learning—of fixed and fteady integrity
~—and atender and fympathizing heart.

He firmly believed in Revelation,
and jfor this very reafon was infinitely
more concerned to promote the caufe
of TRuTH and VIRTUE in the world,

“than to procure any emoluments or ad-
vantages to himfelf,

Vo, . [ A] No



ADVERTISEMENT

‘No man was ever more zealons in
the caufe of ¢rvilgnd- rd:gtm Llhrq
_than Mr. Baron.

‘The whole bent of his ﬁudies lc&
him this way—well did he underftand
the caufe in its utmoft extent—warm-
ly was he animated whenever it was
the fubje® of debate, and zealoufly

indignant was he, when he thought it

attack’d, or in dapger of fubverfion,

Could he havereftrained the paturql
_impetuofity of. his temper, no nan
“would have had more friends or better
‘deferved them.—With many virtués
‘and a few faults—which only wanted

the elevation of an higher ftation and a
.better fate to have affumed the form
of virtues——Mr. Baron paftthe greatest
pest of his life in penurious circups-
Atances——which acither abated the.ge-
nerous ardour, or overcame thelaud-

able

— — e

e — — — ——— .



ADVERTISEMENT.

able independency of his fpirit. Thefe
are virtues, which, when exerted
in a low fphere, feldom: bring their
reward to the poffeffor; yet thefe, with
their blefled effecs, are all this good .
man left behind him for the confola-

tion and fupport of a widow and three
children..

Virtus laudamr et alget..

~ Mr. Baron to the laft moment of his
liferetain’d a truly grateful fenfe of his
obligations to his friends.—Juft before
he expired, (his gratitude ftruggling
;thh nature for expreflion) Thank,
s#bank, 2id he, my friends for all.they
bave,and all that they are doing for me.

The public may depend on it that
'Whitever profits may arife from the
following work, they fhall be all faith-
fully. applied to the benefit of Mr.

-Baron’s family.
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" Preached upon the 1oth of Fune, being the
Birth-day of the Pretender, many yeais
“fince, '

Firlt printed in the;ycar 1715.
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ISATAH Ixvi. %, 8.

- Before foe travadled fbe brought forth; before
ber pain came, foe was delivered of a man
child.

Who bath beard fuch a thing® Who hath fien
fuch things ? Shall the earth be made to
dring forth in eme day, or fball a nation be

" borm at once ?

HE works of nature, which we

every day cogtemplate, lie within

the compafs of our reafon, and if

we cannot fee into their firft cavfes,

yet we can trace them in their powers and
effeds, fo as vo be able to give fome cafe
and fatisfallion to our natural defire after
knowledge. Our oblervations on material ob-
jeéts being frequently repeated, and our fenfes
giving certain evidence of their truth, lead us
into a competent ikill to judge of the rifey:
progrels, and decay of many fubftances, or
natural beings. Various are the inftances of
this kind, in which we may fafely fay, that we
cannot be deceived, or that we muft firlt for-
feit both our fenfes, and our reafon, before
we caa foffer any delufion to pals upon us
in thefe common occurrences, There are in~
B2 deed
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deed fome truths which are equally certain
with thele more obvious ones, and in thefe one
man may be more capable of being impofed
upon than another, from the unequal degrees
of knowledge, or the indifferent exercifes and
attainments of their rational faculties; but
ftiil there are commen cafes in which every
man above the clafs of an ideot is an equal .
judge, and wherein the clown and the philo-
fopher are upon the fame level.
I
If a man canoot tell what degrees of motion,
kindle a Aame, yet he can certainly koow
as well 4s the beft patoralift, that one flame
will ‘kindle <m.ther 3/ if he cannot tell how
the food fupplies the body with additional
parts for its prefervation and increafe, yet he
" can perceive it is novrifhed and increafed by
the food that is conveyed into the veffels.
- In thefe operations of nature, which are the
obje&ts of our daily experience, we may lay it
down as a maxim, that it is impoffible to be
deceived. And yet there is a church, and a
mighty one too, which in direét contradition
to the evidence of fenfe, the natural refules
of reafon, would, and does impofe the groffeft
" cheats imaginable upon its members, under the
notion that thcir forfes are deceived in the
moft obvious and plain experiments in life-
With them it is no difficulty, for a bsdy to be
; n
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in ten thoufand places at one time, for the
- fubftance which you fee, fee!, fmell, and 1afl,
to be a different fubftance to what all thefe
fenles reprefent it to be; or, in the inftance
of my text, for a weman to b-ing fo-th, before
fhe. travails, and be delivered of a man rb.r!d
befo ¢ ber pain comes.

And now if we [hould add with the pro-
phet, whs has heard fuch a thing, who bas feen
Juch things? Their anfwer is ready, the <burch
out of its holy treafury of legends furnithes
us with a thoufand inftances equally improba-
ble, equally contradiftory to the received no-
tions, and certain experience of all mankind.
-There are pot only thofe who have beard of
thefe natural impoffibilities, but thofe who have_
Jeen them, and will witnefs to their truth;
they have ocular demonfiraters againft common
fenfe, and bearfay evidences jonumerable for
the proof of falls which never bave deen.
The carth Jta!l be made to bring forth in one
day, and a maticn fball be made at cnce; that
is, the ordinary methods of a beginning from
fome certain principle, and a gradual encreale
by regular and natural means fhall be fuper-
feded, and that which requires time, pains,
and induftry for its growth, be formed and
perfefled at.one inftant, or in fo fhort a fpace
as to be equally the objet of wonder, as i
‘B 3 it

/
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it had been produced and finithed at once.
Such a cafe as this, in which J/iab appeals
10 the teftimony of the world, if ever they
had heard of, or feen fuch a thing, is a flight
and common matter with the church of Rome,
whofe forge of miracles is always at work,
and fo many conftant artificers employed in
thar pions drudgery, that though it has pro-
duced woander after wonder for thefe many
a ceptury, it flill labours on, and with very
litle pains, and a competent ftock of aflu-
rance, flill brings forth more.and more, fo that
they are now become like the multitnde men-
tioned in the Revelations, which ns man could
number,  But that ye, brethren, may~be warn-
§d from falling into the errors and fuperfti-
Yions of thofe whs lay in wait to deceive yosus
and that you may fly from the fnare, which is
fet for the weak and igonorant; I fhall take
occalfon from the wards I have named to you,
to fhew you in particular,

Firfl, The mooftrous ablurdity of that
shurch in its perpetual forgery of pew mis
rack:, and bhow much it derogates from the
honour and truth of cbrifianity.

And in the fecond place, I will plainly telt
you the end and defign of their pretenfions to
mniracles. .
: And
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And in the laft place, make a particolar ap~
plication of the words of my rexs, to tho
occafion of the prefenit time,

Firft then; It is abfurd in the church of
Rome for to pretend to the exercife of a mi-
raculous power in that filly and ridiculous man-
ner it does, and brings a very great diferedit’
upon miracles themfelves, and fo reflets a
difhonour upon Chri/f and his followers, who:
never had recourfe to that method of convition,.
But upon proper and extraordinary occafions.
"The miracles which were worked by our blef~
fed faviour, were in teftinony of his miffom,.
that he came from Gvd for thofe purpofes which:
Yie joformed’ his Wearers he did, and there-
fore he very often for the trath of his mifs
fion snd do&rines appeals to his miracless.
as when he fays, if they world not belirve him,
they fbould believe bis works. In the fame:
menner the apoflles have recourfe to the mighty
works which they wrought for the confir-
mation of the doftrine which they received
from their mafter, and propagated in his name.
And certain it is, that whoever offers any
thing to the belicf of another, pretending that
he comes from God, muft have fome evident
proof of his divine miffion: fince no man is

obliged © believe him meerly upon his own
B 4 teftimony.
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teftimony. For this would make way for a
perpetual feries of delufion, if every preteader
to divine infpiration was to be believed with-
out proof. Now the proof is the extraordi-
nary afliltance God affords to the perfon who
really comes in .his name,.and this affiftance

appears either in the fpirit of prophecy, or’

the power of miracles ; both which, but elpe-
cially the latter, were vifible in the apoflles,
and were an evident confirmation of Lhe doc=
fcizes which they taught.

Now there can be mo occafion for new.

miracles, unlefs there be new de@rines; and
_ here indeed the church of Reme [eem to have
made the firft neceffary, by their pleariful in-
trodudtion of the latter. But have they really
any of thefe which may be depended upon ?
Have they fupported their additional articles
of faith with codfirmatory works beyond the
power of natural agents? Here they glory,
here they trinmph. Their flock of miracles
is inexhauftible, for there is not a relqu,
of theirs which has not wrought mighty
wonders, not a ccuniry faint (for they make
a difference) but that the curare of the place
fhall tell you more miracles of his perform-
ing, than you can read in all the aés of the
apofiles.  As if chriftianity wanted more evi-
dences now a days, and that in a chriftian

countrys

Py ey ———
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country, than when it was to firogele in its
infancy againfl the cumning of the Groet, the
ebffinacy of the Few, and all the perverfenefs of
a feduced, vnenlightened world. But it is not
only their /fwing faints that do mighty things;
there refides a power even in their athes, in the
minnteft trifles that the good men wore, to per-
form the fame; nay a bair of many of them
has worked as powerfully at a hundred miles
diftance after their deceafe, as if they themfelves
had been prefent, and upon the fpot. As the
bones of Scanderbeg were toinfluence hisfolfowers
to conquer their worldly enemies, fo thofe
of their fain's by an equal virtue are pioufly
bequeathed to fubdue fatar, and the powers of
darknels. Here indeed I am upona fad fub-
© jeft of lies and fi&ions, but fuch a one as
dcferves to be difplayed in its proper colours.
How fhamefully ridiculous are even their own
accounts of their miracles? Was ita worthy
piece of the angelical miniftration, for anpeli
‘to go trotting over fea and land with a lcad
of timber and ftomes of the Virgin Mary’s
Boufe, till at length they fet it down at Le
refto, that it might be honoured with. greater
devotion ! This ftory feems the more filly,
becaufe if it bad ftood in the fame place where
it 'was built, their re/igisn gives them a war-
sant to have vifited it at any diltance, and
the merit of the pilprimage would have well
on . B s : 3EC0M=
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recompenced the tedioufnels of the journmy.
Is it oot a goodly ftory to tell of a faint that
walked a vaft way after his head was cut off,
with it in his arms, refting in fome places
to draw breath? And yet any one would pafs
for an infiZel that fhould doubt of this at Se.
Dennis's church. The miracles of the chri-
ftian faith, were grave and folemn adtionss
but what fcenical ridicelous flories, not to fay
blafphemous ones, make up the miracles of
their faints! Again, the miracles of Chriff
and his apyfles were acled in a public manm-
ner, in. the view of all, and even before the
_ face of their adverfaries; but moft of thefe
wonders were tranfatted in corners, mone be-
ing witnefles but perfons concerned to own
and vindicate the cheat: From hence it comes
to pafs, that they abound with fo many fables
of Chriff’s appearing in the bg#, fometimes
as a child, and fometimes as crucified, when
but very few of the whole company prefeat
were honoured with thar amazing fight. Now
when once it has been received as a truth
that {fomething miraculoys may be performed:
among a great multitude, and yet may be only
difcernible by a lelet number, it foon becomes
impiety to queftion any the moft monftroug
- fiGtion that can be invented ; apd thus a foun-
dation is laid for the jupgling pricflbeed to trump .
up as mapy miracles as they pleafe, Gnce they,
may
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fhay be cafily furnithed from their own fociety
with proper evidences.

Further, the miracles of the chriftian:
faith were written in the times in which:
they were alted, to the end that enquiries
might have been made into their truth, ot
their falfhood ; and the  powers who then go- -
werned, being adverfaries to the chriflian faith
if there had been any forgery, it had not:
only been fafe but meritorious for:its enemies -
to have difcovered them, and publithed them:
to’ the world. But moft of the miracles of:
Reme, have flept with their prétended perfor-
mers - many years, if not-ages, and 'are never-
heard of ‘till they are fecure from- the. after= -
game of .difcovery, and then they-are bla=
zoned out'with mighty: pomp and devotion. .
And here, when the inventor’s head is at work, .
he may as well trick up. his. faim, with a.
huadred miracles as.one ; nay-he has the whole
creation before him; and nothing to- obftrudd:
~ his choice, and fo may pitch:upon what won-
ders he thinks moft likely to prove:new 'and
fathionable. But we may fairly alk the que<-
flion how it comes to pafsy that in.hererical !
countries - (as they are pleafed to call them);
where there is a greater neceffity for thofe mi- -
racles, and where .they might be proved, if:
tsae, by a mose inconteflable esideace,. fince<

3»6?- the:
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the examivers of them were not to be faf-
peed, yit none of thofe mighty works do fhewm
themfelves furth ? Are they confined to Jtaky, and
Spain, and mult we never be bleffed with one .
for the converfion of multitudes in Brifain ?
This gives good grounds to believe their
whole account to be a forgery, a bold impo-
fition of 2 cunning imperious priefhood, work-
. ing upon the igoorance, the credulity, or the
fears of the laity., And indeed the contri-
vers of thefe (tories have not managed their
defign with fuch dexterity, as one mighe
have expeéted from them ; for they have be-
flowed as many wonders fometimes upon
one perfony as might have fainted half an
order. And now, if any one is not fatisfied with
S5, and their performances, let him confider
farther what .confermity the prefent Rome
bears to the arcient, and what a low debafed
wimickry they have reduced the Chriftian re-
ligion to of Heathenifh fuperftition. It will
bear, Ifear, too jult a parallel; let thofe who
make it, tremble at the effefts and conle-
quences, :

. Yet there s Qiifl fomething more dange-
yous behind in thele miracle-morgers of the
R:mifh charch. TFor the people being tanpht
'to believe thefe forgeries, and the real mira-
cles of the golpel with an equal ceptainty,

S ~ fiace
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fince ' they have the teftimony of the church.

for- both, and at the fame time feting fuck
evidént charafters of fraud and forgery in
thefe fuppofed miracles, as comvince them of

~ their falthood; are thereby in danger of fuf-

pefting all the miracles of the gofpel to be
of the fame ftamp, and only the artifices of
a fet of cunning-men, whofe defign was to
delude the reft of mankind. This opens a
way to direft Atheifm, fince finding the ose
falfe, they conclude the other to be fo too;
and by confequence, caft away all religion
at once, as a piece of political delufion, con<
trived only Tor the intereft of the deccivers.
Joltly therefore may we fay, that this prac-
tice of the church of Rome, brings a dilcre-
dit upor miracles themfelves, and is fo far
from promoting the real intereft of chriftia-
nity, that it difhonours. it to the greateft de-
gree; it being certain, that fo much as the
beft caufe is promoted by the worft means,
fo much in the eye of the generality of judges
it detralts from the goodnefls of that caufe.
Yet we who are placed im a happier light,
as we by this fee the falfe fpirit that reigns
in that charch, fo we diftinguith the true one
ia * moft particular manner, which canoot de-
ceive, and which has given it us, as an indi-
cavion of the fou of perdition, that his comirg fhovld
be afier the power of fatan, wid oll power

" aud
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Jsns and bying wenderi, und with oll deceive
ablenefs of anrightesuf. ofi, 2 Thefl ii. 9, 10..

And now, fioce we have féea the ablurdity of
this pietended muldplication of miracles, and
the dangerous confequeaces that it has upon the
chriftisa faith, ler me open to you the real end
aud deiign that the church of Rome has inall thefe.
contrivances ; which was my fecond propafal. .

If we then ge-behind the fcenes of thiy
ridiculous pageantry, we fhall fce the fprings
and movements that fer this engine of fuper-
ftition at play, aod dilcover the great fecret-
of this myfltery of iniquity. The charch you:
may be fure does not play its tricks for no-
thing; there muft be fomethlag to be got by-
Jpiritual legerdemain, or the ators would ne-
wer be at the pains of fhewiog fo oftea. The-
defign then of this continual fcene of mira~
cles, is no. other than iatereft, which is of
two kinds ; frA, the great gaio that it brings.
to the church; and fecendly, the tyrasay that
it maintains over the minds of the people.

~ Firfi thea; though the Rumifb cburch has-
many ways of enriching itfelf, yet the - /a.nts,
and their feats, bring no {mall addition.to ther
holy, treafury.  Gregory’s dialogues firft' bew.
gan the trade, which foon proved fo thriv-

ing:
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ing @ one, that the mallers of the myftery were:
refolved mot to part with it on any terma
The cafe of Demetrins, who made the filver
thrines for Diana, is much the (ame with the-
pricfts of Rome ; for Diana was proved-a god-
" defs by no better argument, thaa the fons of
that commusion are proved' faints : the hea-
then, indeed, was more plain and open in his
dealing, when he fairly told his-brethren, Sirs,.
you kmow that by this craft we bave onr wealth,
aad then they fouad a coavincing reafos to cry
out, Great is the Diang of the Eph fians | Our
fare-fathers have heard the fame in £nylard upon:
the like occafion : Grat is 8t,. Bechet of Canter-
bury! has been s popular and as gainful a cla.
mour to the zealots of Reme. The multitade
of offerings from every degree of people, (far
sooe that can give caa be excufed from giv-
ing) valtly encreafes the fandlified treafuries
of every particular charch, aad at the fame time,
adds to the general ftock; for the pope be-
ing himfelf a greater faint tham any of the
dead omes, muft bave 3 fhare in all the con-
tributions to them. And here we may take
notice what lengths men will run, when tbey'
once take up a new vaia foperflition; for fince
their trade commenced, feints have been ap- -
poioted, not only to every cowntry, but to every
baufe, for every trade, and every difeafi. So
that however poos and milcrable the inhabis
N - . tantg

-
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tants of any place are, they muft have a con-
flant tax to pay to the fainr of the necigh-
bourhood, or that of their profeffion, or if they
have an inclination to live well with the prigf”
their mafters, to both. Thus is this kind of
godlinefs in the literal feafe; great gain.

Now there is not one of all this train that
ftuff the pomtifical calendar, but has been a
mighty wonder-worker, and has a fofficient
number of teftimonies to maintain his credit
with the people. It is true, fome of them
grow old and unfathionable, but not from an
decay of real power to do the fame great
things they had done before; but becanfe
the direftors of the holy machinery have got
fome new impoftor to amufe the vulgar; and
it is well koown, that new faints, and new
reliques bear a great price at their markets,
Befide that, faintfbip itfelf cofts very dear,
and whatever may be gained afterwards by
the bargain, the faints family, and the religi- -
ous ‘houfe where "he is to keep his refidence,
and perform his miracles, pay fufficiently to
the apoflolick ckamber for his admittance into
that dignifted order. 8o that the power of
working miracles .is fir fold at 2 lump by
his holigels, and then retailed out by the por-
ebalers to their cultomers. Such are the ar-
uifices of the wicar of St, Pater; thele the de-

; : lufions.
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. lufions of an avaricious infatiable pack of priefis,
to maintain the outward fplendor and mag-
pificence of their church, that the inward de-
fects of parity of faith and do&rines, may be
the lefs pryed into and obferved. Which leads
me to the fecond end of their multiplication
of miracles, which is,

To preferve an arbitrary tyranny over the
minds of the people. The church of Rome weld .
koows that no tyranny is. more abfolute than
Juperfiition, that when it has once taken root
in the foul, it grows and flourithes into a thou=
fand abfurdities, and is hardly removeable with«
out taking away that religion itfelf upon which
it is grafted. This then is to be cherithed
and kept warm in the bofom of their deluded
members by a continual thew of falfe appear-
ances, that flrike an awe upon their fenfes,
and fire their imaginations with ideas of ter-
ror and admiration. Hence proceed all their
folemn pomp of feftivals, their proceffions, and
their publick exhibitions of their fasmes, The
poor wretches have not time left them to exa-
mine into one gaudy wonder (if they were
inclined to it) before another ftrikes upon them
with equal fplendor; and thus the fthow con-
tinues with their lives, No fooner has the
c:agulated bl:od of one faint begun to flow, but
the /mage of the wirgin keeps up the amaze<

ment
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ment of the valgar, by a thort /peech to fome
holy man; and the virgin has not long been
dumb, but fears, or blwd, ria down from the-
face or fide of fome martyr or other; or, if
none of them be at leifure, from our lbrd him-
felf. There is fach a fucceffion, and fuch an
artful variety in it, of thefe pretended miracles,
that a laify not prone to queftion, nor at all
encouraged to do it, may well be kept in fla-
very to their mafters.

What is thepe fo difficalt, that 2 man would’
not be perfoaded to avwewpt, what fo irratio-
nal that he would not believe, ¥ he might
but have the vaier of Lewven o eacourage Rith g
sad this the_prizf/ can let him have every
day of his life 7 Does e want an approbation
of his defign, and would have a miracle to
palure his fuccefs, the firk Aotur e fees Mall
bow, or the aurste hisfelf (hall affure him from-
a vifion, that all will be right. Behold ona.
of thele poor creatisres profivate before a fhrine,
sad perhaps wafisg the feet of it with his.
tears, and with great affetion kiffing the hems.
of its garmeat: and then, if through the tricks
of the pricft, the image feem to nod or fmile.
oa him (which. is @ot wofrequent) with what
§9y dots he go away, as if fome angel had-
fafated him from heaven ? What will not men.
do when they. beliere that their. minjfer com:
L charm.
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charm watery falt, wax candles for the driving
eway of devils ? That he can ballow oil, touch
beads and pebbler, which fhall have a virtre
againft ficknefs of all kinds, thunder and light-
ning, and the temptations of the devil, Ope
would think, that there fhould be little need
of having recourfe to dead faiwts, when the
living can perform fuch great things ; bat every
art has its particular gain, and is worth fo
much, and there lies the fecret of muliply-
ing miracles. It is amazing that any thing,
a degree above patural fnpidity, (hould con~
tioue in a fervile oblequioufoels 1o thefe im-
pofing tyrannies ; but the unhappinefs is, that
bigotry is become an article of sheir faith
and to feruple or queftion, is to incur the pains
of purgatory, if not of damnation. Thus the
power of the prigfhmd is fertled, beyond the
poflibility of being thook off by any human
means, efpecially fince the focular arm is em=
ployed in its fupport; and thus a fmal degree
of fuperftition, with a vaft fear of {uffering,
confirms their fubjeftion, till it become ha-
bitnal fometuncs, even to belicve againft their
fenfes. . No wonder then, if by thefe means
of of’untmous miracles, they can iofpire their
members with a falfe fear, a falfe love, and a
falfe conrage, and work all their paffions, fo
as to make them fubfervient ¢o the carrging

o8 the great syflery-of iniguity. And pow {
_ thisk
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think that I have plainly declared to you, the
two great ends that the church of Rume pro-
pofes to herfelf in her fbam-miracles,” which are
worldly gain, and fpiritual tyranny. 'May we
who fee through their artifices, fhun their de-
vices, and holding fincerely to the true nnfophi-
fticated word of God, never ftand in need of
thefe vile and abominable prattices to fuppurt
our holy religion| -

"1 come now t6 make a particolar applica-
tion of the words of my text fuitable to the
prefent time; an application, in which every
hearer that withes well to the proteflant faith,
and its continuance in thefe realms, is dccply
concerned. :

The prophet fays, before foe travailed, P
brought forth; before ber pain came, fhe was
delivered of a man child. Who bath beard fuch
a thing? Who bath feen fuch things ? Shall the
earth bring forth in one day, or fhall a nation
be born at once 7 Now this impoffibility, be-
yond the powers of nature and its ordinary ope-
ration, is come to pafs (if yon believe the pa-
pifis) in thele our days. A woman too well,
and [ fear, too fatally known to thefe tingdoms,
thas brought forth a man child without the leaft

- tokens, or previous fymptoms of travail; the
power of Romi/b miracles has done this mighey
thing

«

l
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thing in one day, and made, as they vainly ima-
gine, a nation at omce. And that it muft be
done in this fhort fpace of time, and that this
is agrecable to the oftentatious promifes of pa-
pal wonders, let us obferve the -conduét and
progrefs of this whole affair, in which we fhall
difcover enough to make us abhor their miracles,
and the produd of them.

When as yet there was neither hope on one
i fide, nor fufpicion on the other of the queen’s
being with child ; when as yet the thought
did not feem entertained by herlelf, nor was
dreamed of by any necar her perfon; yet the
good men at Rome, out of their zeal to give
- us an heir,-could not help difcovering their de-
fign, by an unlucky prophfy, -which we have
had fince occafion to regard. For among many
compliments of the Fefuits to the Earl of Cafile-
main at Reme, before thijs affair was talked of,
there appeared in publick this prophetical de-
vice. An emllem was reprefented of a lilly di-
. Jilling drops upon the ground, which fAower, ac-
cording to the old opinion of the naturalift, by
the fhedding of the water from its leaves, pro-
pagates its fpecies, and the motto was Lachry-
mer in problem. But to make it the plaiaer,
this ditich was written beneath,

Fre
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Pro natis, Facobe, gemis | flzs candide regum @
~ Hos natura fill /i neget aftra dabunt.

Difl thox grieve for children, James, thou beff
of kings? If nature denies them, beaven fball give
them o thee,

A fufficient teflimony both of their defigns and’
their modefty ; and they were indeed refolved
to make good their promifes of a miraculous
vomception. The Fefuits, that bleffed fociety, in
their publick difcourfes foon after, did notfcruple
to aver, as if from infpiration, that the gueen
muft be with cd¥d, and with equal confidénce,
that it meft be a male child. When matters
wete a little riper for their beloved proje&, on
which the hearts of the whole cotholict caufe
were {et, and for which every good proteffam
and Englifbmen, was pierced- with a thoufand
fears; then they began to appear flill more
bold and pofitive, deelaring that God was coe-
cerned as mach in'the cafe of the future birth
for his own glory, as he was for the fulfilling
of his promife in quickening the dead swimb of
Sarab. 7

And now, that this child of wonder might
not be blafted in the womb, or be deftroyed
by any other unforefcen accident, the confeceated

trinkets
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delivery, and preferve the life of the infant,
And indeed it was very fitting that every ftep
of this. affair fhoeld be attended with a due
folemnity, fince the contrivers were to have a
babe, who was to exalt the iripple crown fo
high, and make fo large returns as the facri-
Jice of a kingdom for the bleflings of the bl
Sather. -

But this fcene, whether you will call it
a miracle, or a pht, (and fure it has as good
a title to the latter as to the former) was
earried on like the reft of théir wonders, with
the privity of a few only, and thofe concerned
aot ta difcever the impofition. ‘The doétrine
of eguivocation, which that church teaches,
was afi excellent cordial to make any sath, or
depofition go down without a firain of con-
fcience, and was not unluckily propagated not
many years before their members had fo juft
an occafion for its ufe. And fhall then a wo-
wan before fbe travails, bring forth® Who bas
theard fuch a thing? The church of Rome. -Shall
Jbe befire ber pain comes, be delivered of a man
<hild? Who bas feen fuch things? The church
«of Rome, Shall the earth bring firth in one
day, or a nation be made at once? Who believes
! this impoffibility ? The church of Rome.

e e

Yet

trinkets are fent from Rome to enfure a fafe:
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Yet let us obferve a little farther into the
conduét of the altion of this day. There are,
as we have faid in thc beginning of this di(-
courfe, fome things, which from the evidence

of our fenfes, and our daily.experience, we
cannot be deceived in, and of this nature ls.

the prefent cafe. For fo little care was taken in
the di(guifing an affair of this importance, that
the gueen was undetermined till jult before the
time where. fhe thould lie in, and of a {udden,
without any previous fymptoms of her labour, it
muft be at §t. Fames's. It was not perceived
that (he was ill on the Seswrdey night, and the
next day between nine and ten fhe was brought
to bed, and in the language of the prophet a
nation was made at once. W here were the heads
of the Jefuits not to give a more folema pre-
paration; a more regular and decent manage-
“ment to an aftion on which all their hopes
depended? So many, in fhort, feem to have
been let into the fecret, that the time was ge-
nerally known among the papi/ffs to an hour or
thereabout, and it is well known that fome of
them inadvertently told it before the pretended
delivery.

But what gives ftill more fhrewd fufpicions
that this is a troe Romifb miracle,-is the time
chofen to work it in ; when all thofe whom it

moft
E 4
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moft concerned to be prefent, were by ftrata-
gem ordered to be abfent. The flory is too
well known, and {till fo frefh in our memories,
that it needs not a repetition. I complained in
the foregoing part of my difcourfe, that out of
the great number of wond.rs that church beftows
upon almoft all countries, it had not vouch-

~ fafed to give Britain one; but I now own that

Rome has made us amends for her palt unkind-
nefles by one that exceeds all the has performed
in the territories under her-own yoke. We
thank her, and fhall from hence learn to meafure
the goodnefs of her inclinations t> a land of
bereticks, fince {he chofe that for the fcene of the
moft wonderful exploit fhe ever attempted.

And now, my brethren, if you can be per-
{uaded in contradiftion to your fenfes, and-be-
lieve in oppofition to common reafon, and that
in faéts which all men are equal judges of, then
liften to the voice of Reme, fwallow down
her miracles with implicit faith, and take up her
yoke with implicit obedience, Let the grofs im-
pofitions of pretended faints, and pretended prin-
¢es, be the burthen of your necks, and the load
of your conlciences. If you can be reconciled
to impoffibilities, and think every thing muf
be true, that the prief? tells you is fo, then
fit down tame contented creatures underadouble
blindnefs both' of reafor and religion. If you

VOL. L C have
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have fo unjaft a notion of the purity, the truth,
and the divine eftablifhment of the chriffian re.
ligion, to think it ftands in need of the afift.
ance of new miraculous gifts and powers, for
to cvidence its certalnty, then lay hold of thofe
altars that promife thefe mighty works, adhers
to nodding tmages and fmiling wax-work ; theg
fix your faith upon that moaftrous abfurdity,
the infallibility of meer man.

But I am perfuadcd better things of you, bre~
thren, from the pure and fincere milk of the
word of God which you have received, from
the untainted principles of reafon, and that open
integrity of heart which is the charafteriftic
of this mation, and which difdains the mean
artifices and dilguifes of a Fefuitical confcience,
You have feen too plainly the fpirit of that pers
fecuting church, ever to be allured by its fpes
“cious promifes, or convinced by its fallacious
arguments: as you have been taught not to
bear a fpiritual tyranny, fo have you felt enough
never to {ubmit to a femporal one, knowi
well that whichfoever bégins firft, the other
naturally follows,

You know what you muft expe& if infalli-
bility of any Tort takes place in thefe ifands,
vand that a king who is above laws, and a pricft
who is above errors, are equally daogerous to
this
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this conftitution. Who can then doubt, but
that out of a due fenfe of the duty you owe to
God, to your country, and yourfelves, nayto .
your memories, and your poflerity, you will
with a noble and generous difdain refent the
impofitions which wicked ahd cunning men
would fettle and entail upon your church and
nation ? You muft exped that the old Romifb
artillery will be planted againft you; but thank
God, there is courage left among wus to refift
them, and reafon enough to confute them.
Let them confine their miracles to the countries
where the {word and the church (always friends
in the caufe of fuperftition) can enforce their
belief; but we know not, I fay again, either
their preiended faints, or their pretended princes.

~ In fhort, as our anceftors have delivered to

us fuch valuable bleflings as a pure reformed
church, a temperate monarchy, and Englifh liber-
ties, let us take care to deliver them fafe to our
pofterity. And laftly, in defiance of all the fop-
peries of Rome, hold faft to that faith which was
once delivered to the real fairts, and which, if
we take care to preferve, and pra&ife according
to the precepts of its divine anthor, will bring
us to everlalling glory, and make Jaints of us all.

Which God in his, &c.

Ca
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D. “Qq HE reverend Mr. Eoans herel
) l This is a favonr indeed; I hope
you have not been come long ?

E. About half an hour; I have been amu-

fing myfelf in your little library; upon my
- word you have a pretty colle®tion of books
and well chofen.

D. You know, doftor, I have in a great
mealure left off bufinefs; my friends give me -
a tolerable education ; I was brought up at St.
Paul’s {chool, and I was pretty near the top;
I have taken care to preferve at lealt the learn-
ing I had, and can ftill underftand a Latin au- .
thor reafonably well ; my - father defligned me
for a clergyman, but haviog a difpute witk the
minilter of the parifh about his dues, he put
me into trade; Mr. Ewvans, you are a happy
man, you were brought up at the univerlity.

C 4 E.



32 The Pillars of PRIESTCRAFT

E. I thank God, Mr, Dobfen, 1 have fuck-
ed the breaft of a'ma mater ; 1 was feot to Fe-
Jus college before 1 was twenty ; in two years [
was made fenior [pb, and had not feen four and
twenty when [ was datchelor of arts.

D. I fee you have my filio common prayer-
book before you : I bought it when I was church-
warden of the parifh.

E. 1.thiok I always find it open upon the
table; I am glad yon put fo great a value npon
that excellent book; I am fallen accidentally
upon the sffice concerning the erdaining and con-
Jecrating of bithops. 0

D.1 am glad of it with all my heart; I
have longed 4 great while to know fomething
about that bufinefs, but you will never have
patience with all my impertinent queltions.
[New nnft I bunour th's choleric Welch divine,
or 1 fhall get nothing out of bim: heisa flrange
wmixturry, God knews. * Alde.]

£. 1 fhall be ready to an{wer any thing that
lics in my power, but it is a ferious matter, and
requires great gravity and confideration.

D. To be fureit does; then Mr. Evans,
fince you are fo good, pray rell me inthe firft
place what’s properly meant by a bijfbop £ -

E. A bihop z2ccording to the Greet deri-
vation is an everfesr.

D. Why is he called a bifhop 2

Y
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E. He has that name from the Saxen word :
¥ifcop, which we derive from the Greek opif~
eoposy fpeculator, explorator, a fpy, & lecker-out, -
a fentinel or watchman ; i fhert, heis, as [
may fay, a fupervifor of the bufi nefs and af-
fairs of the church: this before us you fee is
the form of ordaining or ccnfecrating of bithops,
that is of Englifb bithops, of chriffian bifhops.

D. God forbid there fhould be any bithops
that are not ¢hriffian bithops ; fure there are no
beathen bithops.

-E. There were beatben bifhops and good
bifhops too ;- the old Grecians had their epifeopor,”
20d fo had the Romans; 1 remember that the’
divine Cicers, i one of his epiftles, télls us,.
ghat he was a bifbop.

D. What was the bufinefs of thofe bifhops 7

E. Toenquire into the manners of the people

wmder their jurifdi@ion, and take notice of theis
condu& and behaviour, .

D. But are there no beathen bifhops now ?
£. No net one upoa the face of the earth.

Rara avisin Nrris mgroque ﬁmi'.’lfma eygno.

You'll excule the Latin Mr. Dobfau ?

. D. O dear dodtor, I love it of all things.
‘This facred office, 1 find, begins with an ex-

cellent prayer. I wifh thofe that are concern-

&d wahi frequently refle& upon it with thoa
Cs attention



34  The Pillars of PRIESTCRAFT

attention it deferves Give grace, we be-
fesch thee, to all bifhops and paftors of thy
church, that they may diligently preach thy werd
- and duly adminifler the godly difcipline theresf,
The venerable compilers of this form, I fop-
pofe, had no notion that a bifhop, as faon as
he was confecrated, was difcharged from the
duty of a prieft, or was immediately to bura
his commonplace book, as if it was beneath
his dignity to preach diligently, that is come
Slantly in his diocefe; whereas a bithop has
" without doubt the principal care of every foul
within his diftri¢&t, and is more efpecially bound
not only to fee the offices of the church, the
duties of praying, preaching and adminiftring
" the facraments are faithfully and regularly exe-
cuted by the parochial clergy, but to preech
diligently him(elf in one or other of his churches,
as he finds moft conducive to the edification
of his people, and the fpiritual improvement
of the flocks committed to his charge, This
muft be the meaning of the words,-if they have
any meaning at all, and how they acquit them-
felves in this important cafe, I (hould be glad
to be informed.
£, That may be eafily dome; for when
they are refident in their fees, they are a mighty
relief to the parochial clergy; they travel from
~ church to church in all weathers, through
&Dﬁ and foow, over hills and high wouatains
they
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“Wrey preach here, read prayers there, catechize,
‘expound, todfirm. They are never idle, for
they well know, that woe be wnto them if they
‘preach kot the grfpel. Do you think they wrap
theif talents in a hapkin, and let them grow rufty?
'Cait you imagine they do nothing but walk to
‘the cathedral on a Sunday in ftate with the
vergers, with their filver-maces, before them ?
D. Why, Sir, fome of them do not refide
in their diocefés at all ; others are there for
‘a month or two, to take the benefit of the
fommer air, and tafte the'venifon of the coun-
try, and then, perhaps, thcy may preach once
or {o, and a mighty favour it is; but the chief
account of their preacking we have from the
news papers; you hear now and then of a
¢harity fermon, or a fermon before the lords.
and exceedingly feldom, they will vouchfafe to
‘afcend the pulpit of the parith wherein they
Yive, and fet all the congregation upon the
ftare, Some of them do not preach five times
in a year, in their own diocefe, and many of
them nof once. I would recommend to them
the reading of old bithop Latimer’s fermons,
‘and particularly this remark, which I took
‘down in my pocket-book. ¢ While they con-
¢ troul in great towns and about court, who
" is it that controuls the devil at homie} Whe-
"% ther they refide or not, the devil is not want-
Ting on bis part hé is never wuhoccupied,
c6 ¢ he
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¢ he is ever in his parith, he keeps. refidence
¢ at all times, he ever applies his bufinefs,
¢ he is never idle, his office is to hinder reli-
¢ gion. Oh that prelates would be as
¢ diligent to fow the corn of good do&rine,
¢ as fatan is to fow cockle and darnel.—
¢ The devil is no unpreaching prelate, he is
S o lordly loiterer from his cure, he ftill ap-
¢ plies his bufinefs ; if you will not learn of
¢ God, or good men, learn diligence in yons
¢ bufinefs even of the devil, ad erubefeentiam
¢ veffram dico, 1 fpeak it to your thame.” This
indefenfible praltice of nen-refidence, muft one
time or other be of pernicious confequence
to epifcopacy : the church of Rome, with all
her abfurdities, all her obligations to favour
ignorance and blindnefs, could never fwallow
that monlftrous contradi@ion of nen-refidence,
The council of Trent (as 1 have read) decrees
exprefly, that every bithop who was fix months
abfent from his bithopric, of what title, or
preeminence foever he fhall be, he fhould for-
feit a fourth part of the revenues of it, and
if fix. months more, another fourth, and the
contumacy increafing, the metropolitan was to
inform the pope againft him, that he might
infli® fome fevere punithment, or remove him
from his bifhopric, and place a better in bis

room. What a miferable cafe it is that a

Poor clergyman, whole family wants Weag_a
home,
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hime,jf he' has any bufinéfs with his bithop,
mauft be obliged to run after him from one end
of the kingdom to the other, and be forced to
beg his way home again ?

E.: There’s no.fuch.-thing. The bithop
Iaffure you defrays every farthing of the ex-
pence out of his own pocket, and gives his
poor brother fomething to buy agood book with
when he comes home.

D. 80 much the better ; but we are rambled
from the fubjet; fpare me a word more,
when eplfcopacy was run down in the civil
wars, @ great objeftion againft the bithops
was that they never preached.  They were
called the moft opprobrious names upon thap
account, - idle [bepberds, blind watchmen, dumb
w——— | do not care to repeat the diftin@ions
and. charafters beftowed upon them in thofe
times : I remember Mr. Fiennes, in his (peech
opon that oceafion, fays, that ¢the bifhops
¢ neither can nor will preach; they cannot,
¢ becaufe they are fo entangled with the af-
¢ fairs of this world ; they will not, becaufe
€ their dignities and honours. make them fo
¢ ftately, that they think it not epiftepal to
¢ preach often.  They are fo fat, and live fo
¢ much at their eafe, that they are overrun
¢ with idlene{s, and camnot bring their minde
stoit. I wilh as well to the epifcepal order an
aoy maa ia Ergland, aor do I think it reafon~
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able to argue sgainft the ufe of 2 office {*om the
sbufe of It, but I am forry to fay—s

E. To fay aay thisg to the purpofe yow
mean ; why that Fiemws was a rebel, a re-
publican, a fanatic } h¢ was condemmed to be
hanged for the cowardly furrender of Brifl 16
prince Rupert, Have you no better authority
than this; read oy read on.

D. What is meant by dwly edmingfiring the -

&odly difcipline ¢f Gid's werd, as memtioned in
this prayer 2

E. That expreflion relstes chicfly to the

cenfures of the church, thofe dreadful and ter-
rible weapons that God has cemmitted into the
hands of bithops to ‘punifls and cut off noto-
fious offenders, that caanot otherwife be re,
claimed, to fhut them out of the pale of God's
fold, and to deliver them Over to fasem, uhtil
by their penitence and fubmiffion they are qows
liffied to be re-admitted, and to be reftored
tothe common privileges of the cbriffies
church.

D, Is that godly difcipline adminiftted at this
tme according to the original dafign of its ih-
Ritation ! ‘

E. 1 hope fo; the offender I fuppofe, is
gited before the bifwp, who fits in confiftory
with his prefbyrers abouc him, and takes im-
mediate cognizance of the eanfe himfelf; thete
the finact is cuamindd, reproved; admonithed,

threatened,
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threatened, and upon his clatinged obftinacy
caft out of the church. The matter is not
tarned over to chancellorsy commiffioners, yfficialt,
and a parcel of hungry unhallowed /ay-offers
(who can pretend to no velatioh to the ¢om-
miffion of Chriff and his aepyfin) to perfecute
and fqaceze the poer wretch, to torment him
with cruel, tedious, and expenafive procefles,
apd when they have racked him to death, and
ruined him in his fortuoe, then at laft o exs
communicate him, and for any little failure in
the form of their enflaving proceedings, w
throw him out of all fpiritual and civil come
metce and fociety, to bunith him xs a vagas
“bond like Cain, and make him iofsmous to
sl about him ; aad as if this were nét emough,
to ¢all for help from the temporal fword, to
clap him wp in & goal, abd let him rot in 4
dungeon, www—- T'his would be fetting up an
ingeifion with 4 vepgeance ; from which, and
all other popifd crafts and cruehdes, good lord
deliver us | Do you think this was the manner
of bimding and dxfiny inteaded by the come
miffion delivered by Chrif to his apaffhes, and
by them to the ifaps, theit facceffors in the
church ? Can you ithagine, that the fentence
of fuch judges is ratiffed in heaven ? That God
will ever fign fuch dead warrants as thefe ?
Can this be the defign of that petition offered
upbythlUMiltk oﬁ«ofng'wmm ;

grens
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grant we befoech thee to this thy fervant fuch grace
that be may ufe the authority given bim, not to
deftruttion, bt te falvation, net 1o hurt, but -
20 help?

D. If the bithop bimfelf was to fit in judg-
ment, and to execute the cenfures according
to the defign of his lord and mafter, the fen-
fence, no doubt wounld be dreadful and of fatal
effelt, but when fo many excommusications
are thundéred out and publithed in a Ldicrous
vnedifjing manner, for the moft trifling occa-
fions, which the bifhop knows nothiag of ; when
he never bears nor fees the offender, nor takes
the lealt care of the happinefs of his foul, but
Jeaves that entirely to his officers to be faved
or damaned, as the fubtle unrighteous forms of
their unferiptural proceedings (firft invented for
the fupport of pafal power, and {pwa out into
a fort of trade, by camon lawyers, the fpawn of
popery) fhall think fit to pronounce; to con-
fign a poor creature to eternal flames for fome
pitiful matter, to enjoin him penance, perhaps,
and then for a little money, to loole him and
let him go; if this be the due adminifiring
of godly difeipline according to this. excellene
prayer, let the conlciences of thofe declare to
whom it belongs. What a horrid profanenefs
and mockery of God, it is to.give it folemnlp
in charge to a bifbop elell, whea ke is confe-
crated ¢ ¢xercife godly difcipline, s0 d¢ fo meg~

: B gful

L]
-
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ol that be is not teo vemifs, and to minifler
dilcipline fhat he forget mot mercy; when at
the fame time, he never knows any thing of
the-offender, nor of the canfe ——— I could
fay much more, but it has been often faid to
no purpole This has been a continual
fubje® of complint from the reformation” to
this day ; it remains ftill doredrefled, and is a
grievance of fo high a nature ; it is fuch a per-
verfion, fuch a burlefque of the moft {olemn
and tremendous a&t of church apthority, that it
hangs like a millffone upon the neck of epifco-
pacy, which I am afraid will one time or other -
fink it tothe bottom never to arife more.

E. God forbid ; I hope things will mend,
do not be fo hot. Come, we will go on: Ae
that defireth the office of a bifbop defireth a good
work ; - he defires the office of a bithop on pur- -
pole to enable him to promote the imtereft of
piety, virtue and charity, and to do more good
works than he was capable of doing before. ,

D. Do bithops defire the office only for
thofe excellent ends? Have they no worldly
profpeds in view to advance themfelves or thCII."
families ? Have they no ambition to fit in par-
liaments, or to appear in the courts of princes ?
Do they do mere good works in proportion ta
the increale of their revenue, and the advan~
tages of their (tation ?
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* E. Yes, mury do they; and were it ot f3r
thofe worthy ends they would be dragged by
o violence from their ftodies in the obfcarity
of a coltege, or the privacy of & country pa-
filh ; ard as for their families, if they have
any food or fuiment convenlent for them,
they leave the reft to providence. Indeed,
they have prefertients in thefr gifts fufficient to
fopport their fons ia 4 handfome manper, but
dstur digniffime is the word. I a bithop’s fon
be the moft learned clergyman ia the diocefe,
as it genterally happeas undet the infla¢nce of
paternal example, fmils frondefcit virga meiaiioy
as the poet fings; and if the father upon a
firi® _examination finds him fo, then indeed
be will advance him perhaps to an archdea-
conry, or to a good fiving ; but what of that?
He fends him out bare, and without furniture,
without giving bim fo much as a litrle fenfe, or
his common-place book, or one old fermon,
or the leaft hint or divifion, or general head,
but leaves the poor ydung man, whois not ufed
" to hard labout, to work and fweat, and make
it all out of his own brains; ia fhort, it is a
cruel dhing to be a bithop’s fon.
~ D. 1tis o at this rate, but one would think
they might make fome allowance, and incline
4 littke in favour of thelt own fleth and blood.
E. No doubt they have been often told fo,
. but they will not bear the thoughts of it ; they
wili




. and Ortéiosoxy fakss. 4

will have no tefpett of perfons ; ¥ my lady, the
mother, was to beg upon her bended knees, it
would fignify nothing; I do affure you, when
a bifhop examines Lis fon for orders, he weorks
bim about the pig-msrket; he alks him the
hardeft queRions, sad pits him ¢o the érabe
bideft placeia all the book. 4md thea for theic
danghters s

D. I knew a bithop that married hh daughe-
ters to clergymen, and provided handfomely for
them.

E. But bow is that? if a clergyman falls
in love with a bithop’s daughter (apd indeed
they are the moft beautiful and accomph(hed
young ladies in the kingdom) he knows he is
to expect nothing from the father but by his
merits ; the bifhop tells him fo beforehand.
¢ Ifyou have a mind to my damghter, God
¢ blefs you both together ;- but look for no pre-
¢ ferment from me upoa that accomnt; my
¢ fivours are the rewards of hard ftudy, of
¢ found priaciples, and regular behaviour; you
¢mult fhige fiiut inter Rodlas luna mineres, to
¢ be diftinguithed by me.’ $o that if you fea
the foa or velation of a bihop raifed to the
highoft preferments ia the church, you may de~
pend wpon it he is the smoft lesrwed, abd the
belt peeschrr fa all the diecefe. You'll find ig
a dificult matter & prove the tomtrery. ;

: D,
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D. Does a bithop give his daughters no for-
. tune in money ?

E, A very trifle befides his blefling; and
how can it be? What with charity at home,
and charity abroad, with endowing of be/pitals,
and founding of exbiditions, and buying books
in all the eaffern Manguages to convert the Fews
and Arabians, what can be faved? I think the
natural piety and virtue of a bithop’s daughter
is portion fufficient, and a competent ftock for
a young clergyman to begin with.

D. But I have heard that a female relation,
or a waiting-woman in a bifhop’s family, is
fometimes married to a clergyman,. who has a
l'mng given him upon that account.

E. Thereis no fuch thing ; I defy the rankeft
prefbyterian to produce one inftance of it fince
the reformation.

D. 1 hope then, they obfcrve the fame ng:cl
impartiality in prefering any clergyman upon
the ftrongeft recommendation from others ?
~ E., They do I affure you; for between you
and I, if the greateft king, or prince, or duke,
or earl in all the world, recommends a clergy-
man ‘to a bifhop, he firft examines him ftrictly
in Latin, Greek and Hebrew, and if he catches
him tripping he is rejected ; there is no regard
to the greateft power, or the hnghc& title, heis

fent away re infecld, with a_ flea in his ear, and
_ makes '
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makes as Tilly a figure, as if he had been recoms
mended by you or me.

D. Good lack !

E. Itell you it is merit only muft do t
bufinefs; and to encourage merit there is‘
molft laudable cuftom now univerfally followed
by all the governors of the church, which is,
to keep a conftant correfpopdence with the
heads of all the colleges in both univerfities ;
and when they find a poor lad of promifing
parts, and a good fober behaviour ; one of the
bifhops, whofe turn it is, immediately adopts
him for his own, makes him a handfome al-
lowance to live comfortably, fends for him at
proper times to his own palace to have -him
under his eye; there he dire&s him in the me-"
thod of his {tudies, fettles him in good prin-
ciples, and particularly in a love and veneration
for the dotrine and difcipline of the eftablihed
church ; and when he is qualified for. orders,
-he advances him gradually to the higheft dig-
nities, and gives him the preference to all fons
and relations in the world.

D. But do not bithops generally appoint
one of their relations to be their fecretaries
orfo?

E. Very rarely; their way is to look out
for fome worthy clergyman in their diocefe,
who is reduced to misfortunes, or fome young
ftudent jult in orders; fuch a one they take

into
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iato their family, and allew bim the {mal
perquifites of that employment, snd fmall

enough they are, God knows : but if mo fuch -

caa. be found, which fearce ever hap-

s, then they will make ufo of 3 nephew

* of thining parw, or fomo diftant relation ; and
where is the mighty harm in this ?

D. None in the leaft.

E. Then, as for pride and ambition——

D, Have bifhops no pride or ambition ?

B. No more than a fucking child; and

though it is well known that the bifhops in
England are defcended from the beft and moft
ancient families in the Kingdom, you never
hear them talk of their pedigrees ; they are ra-
ther the more humble on that account. One
jsthefon of a duyke, another the fon of a
I tell you they are not like mufhrooms
fprung up in a night, or raikd in a minute
like puff-pafte; they have na occafion, like
wpltarts in other profeffions, to buy coats of
arms at the Herald's office : they aond their
ladies have them by defcent; ab avis & prog-
wis, & avi numerantur avorum,

D. Do they not affett to make a figure at

court?

E. Affe®, a fiddle; they had rather live in
a cell than undergo the fatigue of attendance
at any court in Chriftendom ; but there they
go te dikharge a good confcience ; they are

x
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8 fort of pedtcBapt confelflors ready to folve
gll dificult cales, to fupport the weak, to
comfert tha aflifted, . so relicwe the dilreffed,
to chear up \be poes-fpirited, to dhie fuch s
are troubled with ewil thomghts, to deliwer
fuch as are under flroag tempration. They
hase always before their oyes, that excellent
canon of the council of §ard's. The fathers
of that fynod oberving, that bifhops ufed to
£0 to court upon by-eads, and private defigns
of their- qwn, ordaingd that no bithop fhounld
" go to court, unlefs immediately fummoned by
the emperor’s lettogs, or that their affiftance
. weas required to sight the widow, or orphans,
and to pefcuc them from the unjuft grafps of
potent and mercilefs opprefPrs, I will tell
you a fecret : if the greatelt king, or peer in

. . the werld, wes known to live in any habitual

fin, they would not faffer the fin upon him
one momend, they would reprove him to his
face, though they were all fure to perith in a
dungeon.

D. Well done, doflor; bot do not bithops .
delight to fit in the parKament houfe?

. K. They delight to ferve their country, if
you will : there they fit facere vota pro repub-
lica, to make prayers, or vews, or wotes for
the commonwealth, for fothe phrafe may be
tranflated ; thue we read in Merace, voti com-
205y & man has & good vae; v vore vivitar,

when
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whea a man lives according to his velte; meae
woto vivitur ‘uno; when he keeps a good houfe
by giving a double vote. They fit in parlia-
ment, ne guid detrimenti capiat ecclefia, that the
church fuffers no wrong. And it is “moft
comfortable to obferve, how they are all in-
fpired with a wonderful fpirit of concord and
unanimity; for they all .pray, or vew, or wete,
the fame way; yet every one feverally follows
the dictates of his conlcience, and vefesr as the
merits of the caufe require. They a& bya
fort' of divine inftint, without any manner of
communication with one another. They are
like the feventy interpreters, that -tranflated the
old teftament into Gree, they were locked
up feparately in different cells, yet they fay,
there was not a {yllable difference in their fe-
veral tranflations ; fo thefe interpreters of holy
writ, without {peaking 2 word to one another,
agree always in their prayers or wites; they
rife up as one man, they are of one heart,
and of one foul. Delight to fit in parlia-
ments? {o far from it, any more than their
duty obliges them; that they never concera
. themfelves about the ele?ion of parliament-men
in the country where they live; they never
offer to clofet; to fend circular letters to in-
fluence, or menace their clergy, their tenants,
or their tradefmen, but leave them all to their
berty to vote as their confciences direQ,

' with-
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without favour or affeflion. They do not
hurry their fervants abroad at all hours, nighe
and day, and make them fcour about the
¢ountry om the coach-horfes through thick
and thin; or keep their cellars open to make
a party, but every man that belongs to thcm
remains free and unbiafled, according to aét
of parliament, and the eftablithed liberty of the
fubje®, and fundamental rights of the con-
" MRiwton, '

~ D, That is glorions ! bat have bifhops na
pride?

E. Did you ever obferve them to firut or
fwagger, or puff out their fcarves ? Do they
fpread open or dilplay their filken fhining cir-
cingles over their caffocks? No, they wrap
themfelves clofe in their holy veftments, they
walk foftly with their eyes downward upon
ths ground, iawardly lamenting and bemcans
ing the fagrant wickednefs of a finful nation,
¥ou may be fure thole thin lean bodics, and
pale fad countenances are the effeéts of long -
fafling, ftrong crying and tears, of hard ﬂudy,
sad_continual mortificaton.

D. 1 do pot know what you mean by pale
faces, butl havc fcen a bifhop with a red face
before now. . -

£. Aud have you. not feen. lad:es with red
faces, by drinking of too much witer 2

VOL I D 2 " D,
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D. But dear doflor, are pot bifhops cxcced-
jngly pleafed to ride in coaches?
E. What would you have thofe ride. in,

who have almoft crippled themfelves by a ftu- |

dious fedentary life, and their limbs are be-
- numbed, fo that they are fcarce able to walk?
But -then they always pull up the blinds, for
the huzza’s and acclamations of the people
would be ‘troublefome to them, if they were
feen as they pafs along; popularity gives them
offence. O Mr. Dokfon, give me leave, in-
dulge me, or my heart will burft: there is
fomething fo peculiarly noble in a bifbop’s lady
as fhe fits in her coach, whether you obferve
the beauty and dignity of her perfon, the ma-
jefty of her appearance, the genteelnefs of her
drefs, nothing of the dowdy about her ; with
what gracefulnefs fhe fits, as if fhe was bora
for greatnefs: O they are the ornaments of
their fex, the patterns of politenefs, elegancy,
and decorum, the delicie humani generiz, raifed
on purpofe by providence, to be the nurfing
mothers of ‘the Did you never obferve
a bifbop’s lady in her toach at a mercer's door
upon Ludgete- bill, how humbly fhe looks with
her little daughters, pretty-moppets! about her,
teaching them to #xot, and fay their catechifms?
, You might {wear fhe was an #p/feopal gentle-
woman, without [eeing the golden m:tre on the
outfide. - e e

' D.
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D. 1t is wonderful, I confels; but, deftor,
let us goon; @ bifbop muf? be the hufpand of
one wife; no doubt of it, he ought not to have
two at one time.

E. Pray, Mr, Dobfon, leave the expound-
lng of fcriptare -to me, I thiok it is more my
province. This injunion does pot relate to
a plurality of wives, but it is as much, as
if one fhould fay —— what would you give to
koow ?

D. Not much ; but pray, dn&or, was there
ever any fuch a thing as a bifhop’s com:mmng
fornication ?

£. No.

" D, Nor adultery !

E. No, never.

D, But did a bifhop never look upon a wo-
man to luft after her, and fo commit adultery
with her in his heart ?

E, Yes, popifp bithops in abundance: they
all commit adultery with the whore of Ba-
bylon, and with other loofe hufleys, or they
are much belyed. But I never heard nor read
of a proteflant bithop’s being a whoremonger,
nor adulterer, name one if you dare.

D. Nor archbifhop?

E. No.

D. Good lack! but do thcy never look up-
on a pretty woman with delight ? Do they never
drifk tea among the ladies ?

D2 E.
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E. They look upon a fine woman as you
do upon a beautiful horfe, to admire the works
of the creation, but withont any mannet of
concupifcence I affure you.

D. And then, they wear fuch huge broad--
brimmed hats, on purpole to keep their eyes
from wandriag upon ftrange obje&s.

E. Well obferved, they do fo; and as for
drioking tea among the ladies, they do it to
have the better opportunity to draw them off
‘from the pomps and vanities of this wicked
world, and all the finful lufls of the fleth.

. They are ever meditating vpon thefe wverfes,
which, (as you may fee in the office) they fing
when they are confecrated.

Our weakn:fs frengtben and confirm,
(Fory Lord, thou know'f us frail)

That neither devil, world, ror flefb
dgainfl us may prevail.

They do not fpend their time upon triffing
fubje&ls, pinching of fouff, admiring the rib-
b:ms, or gallanting their fans, but in explain-
ing the catechfin, or expounding fome difficult
aext. - O, itis a heaven upon earth, to fitata
tea-table with a bithop, or, indeed, with a
b:fhop’s lady.

D. Do not fome bifhops keep ladies in their
houfes, whom they call coufins, or micces ¥
E.
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E. No, pever; and in this they are truly
primitive; for in the firft ages of the church,
particular care was taken, that oo bilhop, un-
der penalty of being depofed, fhould entertain
any woman in his family, either relation, or
ftranger, that fo all pretence, citber of temp-
tation or {candal, might be cut off.

D. But, dear doftor, may not a bifhop have
wandering thoughts ?

E. Mr. Dcbfan, afk pertinent queflions:
It is no jefting matter, ludere cum facris: you
will atk me by and by, if bithops do not go to
. plays.

D, Now you fpeak of that, I will not fay,
that bifthops go to plays, but I am fure fonre
of them read plays, and very fmutty ones too.
Pray, did not a bithop publith fome Latin
plays, Terence’s comedies? 1 am f{ure there is
bawdy in fome of them; I have read them:
there is a plump juicy girl, would make your
tecth water @ and then there is a plot to de-
bauch a woman, by a man that pretends to
have no flones. 1 thought a bifhop might
find himfelf better bufinefs, than to recom-
mend and explain fuch ftuff as that. I faw
lately an A————"s name among a lift of
fobfcribers to a colle(tion of old plays, in
which are expreflions fo obfcene, fo filthy,
lewd and impious. Ah, doftor, there ase

: D 3 other
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other futs in the world, befide the whore of
Babylon.

E. 1 have a good mind to cite you into the
fpiritual court for defamation: I fee you ob-
ferve no bounds: I will have no more to fay
to you: I renounce all communication with
you: here am I taking all the pains to edify
and improve your underftanding, and you af-
front me to my teeth: I will never darken your
doors again. _

D. Pardon me, reverend Sir, this one
time; do not, I befeech you, let me lofe your
learned acquaintance. 1 beg you would bring
good Mrs. Evcas to eat a bit of reaff pig with
me to-morrow.

E. Have you broached the barrel of ak
‘you told me of? I am fomewhat hafty, I
own; but, upon your fubmiffion, I pafs it
by. _

D. Do bithops love their wices as Chriff
loved his church ? )

E. Yes, they do, and would lay down their
lives to fave them.

D. Do bithops (as the office direfls) mk
their wives well ?

E. Yes; mighty well.

:D. Is not a bithop’s diocefe, faid to “be his
Jpiritual wife? How then comes he, for the

fake of a richer dower, to leave his fir/! /ves
' and
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and to give fer a bill of divorce, and to marry
himfelf to another bithoprick ?

E. The old prefbyterian cant! a bifhops
you muft know, is not married to any partis
cular diocefe, but to the church in general,
I find you are nibbling about the tranflation
of bifhops; that praétice, ‘I do affure you, is
juftified by the ufe of the firlt and pureft ages,.
from the apoftles days down to the times we
live in; it is jure divino, and may be proved: -
by undeniable authority. Do not you read ex-
prefly that Enoch was tranflated ?

D. You have convinced me ; and yet, nots
withftanding tbis plain préof, I have read fome-
where of a bithop of Rechefler in former days;.
one Fifber, who, whien he was offered a richer
bifhopric, was ufed to fay, his church was his
wife, and he would never part with her be.
caufe the was poor.

E. He was a- popifb b.:mop, do not mmd
him ; foxes and firebrands ! papiff and prefby.
serians! all againft the poor church of Enge
land! God help-her!

D. I remember now; it was in Coller’s:
church hiftory, where I read that faying of ‘the -
‘bithop’s ;. and the fame writer, in another plage,
{peaks fomething of the tranfltian of bithopsy
I will turn to the- index ; here.it is; lcnnc
fee ; look here, door,. he fays, that ¢¢:

“ is decrecd by the.apoftles canens,: tham:
D4, *is

L
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s« is pot lawful for a bithop to leave his dwa
¢« diocefe, and remove to another, withouta
¢ jullifiable motive; that is, unlefs he hasa
“ fair profpect of doing more frvice to the
*¢ church upon fuch a tromflatien. But even
“in this cafe, he is not to remove withont
4 {irong foliciration, and by the arder of a
¢ great number of bithops. The cooncil of
“ Nice {ays, if any bihop quits his own fee,
¢ and fettles in another, his tranflation (hall
¢ be vsid, and he fhall be returped to the dio-
“ cefe to which he was at firft copfecrated.
* And the council of Sardica tomplained, that
¢¢ covetoulnels and ambition had broumght an
«¢ jit cuftom wpon the chorchy that it was
% too common a pra&ice for bifthops to re-
“¢ move from a lefs fee to a greater, and that
* an inftance the other way was feldom or
‘¢ never to be met with; from whenee it
« was plaim, they were governed by confidera-
* tions of intereft.” Now, fpare me a que-
ftion or two. Are bithops tranflated merely
becaufe they can do the church more ferv.e:
in a rich bithopric than a psor one? Do they
deny to be #ranfated, till they are prefled by
the ftrongeft folicitation ? Do all the reft of the
bithops go to him in a body, and beg of him
1o be fronflated? Do they ever defire to be .

tranflaied from a rich bithopric 10 a poer one,
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becaufe they may be able to do more fervice to
the church? '

E. Al forgery! popery ! forgery! that Col-
lier was a rank Facobite! a Nonjurer! give
me my hat and gloves. That book ought
to be burnr by the hangman. I will not
ftay 2 moment, left the earth fhould open and
fwallow us up, and the houfe tumble about
our ears, a

D. Patience, reverend Sir, 1 only refer you
to what I have read; you know I have often
told you I was pretty near the upper end of
Paul’s {chool, and, though 1 may not tilk
fo learnedly as you gentlemen of the univer-
Gty, I have read a great deal of Englifs hiﬁory.
Bat I am of your opinion all the while; I
thiok as well of bifhops as you do, and would
go as farto ferve them.

£. Sayeft thou fo! give me thy hmd-, then
I will fill the other pipe. I tell you, once for
all, that no bithop would endure the thoughts
of being tranflated, unlefs he was {ure it wus
for the good of the church ; and what think
you is the reafon, that the fame holy man will
be a bifhop of one church, dean of another,
prebendary of another, hold a living or two in
commend«m, and take the trouble of other
cures upon him, but only to qualify himfif
10 do the more good in his gencration ? and if
thcy thought that other clergymen would pro-

Ds moe
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mote the bufinefs of charity and religion in
thofe bencfices, with an equal or fuperior in-
duftry 4d care, they would inftantly renounce
them all; but, alas! Mr. Dcbfon, the harveft
truly is great, but the labourers are few, very.
few | could they find perfons proper to receive
them, they woutd foon refign their pluralities;
but when, upon ftrict epquiry, no fuch are to
be found, they keep them in their own hands
for thofe worthy and pious purpofes. Nay,,
they are fo eager and refolute to advance thofe
excellent ends, that you will, fometimes, fee
a holy man refufe, as it were, a bi/bopric, un-
lefs he be, likewife, allowed to be a dean, a
prebendary and a recior, for fear the duties of
- thofe places fhould not be fo properly exe-
euted, and their revenues not confcientioufly
managed for the good of fouls. I am well
affured, they do not fave a penay of the profits
into their own pockets, but lay it out in the
molft ufeful and extenfive charities, to fupport
poor vicars ; to fupply the wants of the in-
- ferior clergy; to found libraries in market-
towns, iw ufum cleri ; to build parfonage-houfes,
that are now runniag into decay all over Eng-
fand ; to repair.the epifcopal palaces, efpecially
in #ales; to relieve the fatherlefs, and make

the widow’s heart to fing. '
D. You were faying, dottor, that the bi-
fyops, fometimes, hold a living or two in
cormnendanmy
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commeendam, what is the meaning of that -
word ?°

-E. Sir, 1do not take upon me to be a re--
.gn]ar detor, but only.am talled fo by the:-
courtefy of England. Why, you muft know, . -
that in fome of the fmall bifhoprics, that
do not exceed above five or fix hundred, or-
- a‘ thoufand- pounds a year, -(and what is that
for the reprefentative of an.apofile?) therels -
fometimes a goed living. annexed, and, fome~-
times, the king (God blefs him and his royai.-
houfe for -ever!) is fo gracious 2s to permit -
the holy man te hold a living, or-a dignity,-.
which he had before, along with his bithop-
sic, to aflit him to fupport the chara&er of -
his fun@ioa; to cmable him to keep a better -
table, and to ealarge his charitable heart;
and thefe good defigns, I dare fay, are cxe-
cuted to a tiule; a very tiifle is laid up to~
make provifion for his family; the poor are -
his penfiopers, they_are his children. .

-D. But, how is it, that the fame¢ holy man -
fhould be the. bedd -of a church in one dio-
cefe, and be 2 parifh priefl, and fubjet to -
another bithop, in another bithopric; how fuch .
unbecoming condefcenfions, fuch fhifting of
fcenes, fuch mean finking in their chara@ers, .
from being bifbops to. become parachial priefis -
in other dioecfes, how fuch a pralice, fuch an «

irregular kind of plurality agrees with the ca-.
‘D6 © heas:
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pons and difcipline of the church, I could never.
yet be able to comprehend.

£, What fignifies it whether you can com-
prehend it or not? Will you deny the king’s
Jupremacy ? Pray, was not Amos a prophet of
the lerd, and, at the [ame time, one of the
berdmen of Teksa?

D. Very true, dotor; I am fatisfied.
Now, if you pleafe, ‘we will go on a little far-
ther. A bifbip muf be vigilanty fober, of gocd
bebavi:ur, given to b-fpitality.

£. That is, he muft be temperate, and oot
indulge the rapacizus cravings of his fto-
mach ;-he muft keep a good lock-out, and be
upon the watch; and above all, and for the
fake of all, fapport a generous and well-fpread
table, to entertain ftrangers, to receive his:
clergy, and welcome his neighbours ; not that

“he is to make his houfe an inn, or a tavern,
open at all hours, and free to all comers.

D. I take you right. But how can they be
faid to keep vp to this precept of the apoftle,
when not one in fix of them lives in his own
proper diocefe ?

E. What of that? though they do not re-
fide conltantly in their country palaces, becaufe
they are obliged to take care of the church,
and the king, and the nation in parliament,
yet they provide that as plentifal a houle be
kept in their abfence as if they were them-

7 | - Klves
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felves upon the fpot. They do not when
they come away faften up the doors, and let
the grafs grow in the courtyard, but they
leave a regular table behind them. Thereis
a chaplain to reprefent his lordfhip, a feward
and proper fervants, and the éell rings, aod
the ¢l:th is lnid, and fumpruoully covered, where
the clergy, the neighbouring gentry, and the
yeomanry are handfomely received, and theis
horfes put into the ftable and well robbed
down, and the poor of the adjacent villages
are comfortably fed, and fent away with fuld
bellies, and fometimes with a piece of me~
ney in their pocket befides; there the tra-
veller, and the franger are welcome, at all
times, to a flice of bread, and 2 cap of ale;
the people of the country do not feel the
want of monafteries and rcligious houfes,
which ufed to beftow their alms, and their
hofpitality fo liberally among them, as long
as their room is fo well fupplied by the boun-
tiful difiributions of the bifhop of the diocefe.
——— They remember faithfully the queftion
put to them, when they are confecrated,

Will yeu foew yourfelf ga::tb, and be murci-
 July for Chrif's fake, 22 poor and meedy,
* andty all Rrangers deflitate of belp 2 v

Antwer,'
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Anfwer. .
I will fo foew myfelf, by God's belp.

And, then, when the bufinels of the natiom
calls them’to Lendin, they do not, like fome
" members of parliament, hide themfelves in
obfcure- corners, that their people do not-
know where to find them. They do not take.
private lodgings, or hire litde; pitiful houfes
of two rooms on a foor, in dark  lages o5 -
alleys, but (if they have no. palaces in town
that belong: to their fee) they chufe the moft
openrand. public ftreets, and the moft {pacious-
houfes, where they live nobly and magnifi-
gently, like peers of the realm; here their:
clerpy, when' they come to town, are wel-
come ; .here they are entertained at bed and:
"board ; here they have the benefit of my lord’s-
library, to employ themfelves at leifure hours ;.
the poor young candidates for orders remain
here, and are fupplied with every thing, till-
they are eordained: and the peor are daily
selieved™ by the porter, in the great court.
You may eafily know where a bithop lives, by:
the crowd of poor people in the ftreet be-
fore the doer, fo that paffengers can fcarce:
go alongs it is really a grievance to the
neighbours, they have hardly room‘to go about
theie-
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their lawful bufinefs, efpecially in cbriffmas time,
when the fteward is delivering out the beef
and coals, and fitting the elder fort with their
grey gowns. ‘To prove how unbounded is
the extent of prelatical charity, how foft and
tender epifcopal bowels are toward the mi-
feries of the poor, do but look into the lift
of benefadtors for the relief of the fufferers
by the fire at Crediion. O, Sir! when a
bithop goes to fleep with his fathers ; when
he is taken from us by the ftroke of death;
when he is hid from our ‘eyes, and is no more,
what a thunderclap is felt throughout the na-
tion ! what rupning to the churches and the
altars! what beating of breafts, wringing of
-hands, and dithevelling of hair; as in times
of national calamity and diftrefs! be is gome !
be is gome! my father ! my father ! the cha-
riot of Ifrad, and the horfemen thereof!
then; then we find the lofs ; wvirrutem incolu-
mem odimus, fublatam ex oculis quarimus invidi,
Were he not like the golden bough, in the evan-
gelical poet, v

. Prima avulfo, non deficit alter aureus ;

We fhould be utterly inconfolable The
death of the great St. Bafil ftrikes full upon
my memory. When that worthy prelate lay
adying, the whale city came about himy not

: able
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able to bear the thoughu of his departure ;
they prayed as if they would lay hands upon
his very foul, and by force detain it in his
body; they were diftradted with the thoughts
of fo great a lofs. His funeral was folemnized
with all poffible teltimonies of love and ho-
pourable attendamce, and with the abundant
tears, not only of Chriflians, but of Fews and
H:ath.ns. ‘The confluence was fo great, that .
maoy were prefled to death in the crowd, and
fent to bear him company to his long home.
An exa& #ype of the pious times we live
in!l faving, that not quite fo many are trod to
death now as were formerly. '

D. But, Sir, I have often heard the derg
complain, that when they have dined with the
é/bop, and are coming away, they are forced
to run the gantise through a lane of impu-
dent footmen and fervants, who look upoa
them as the devil over Lincoln, if every one
does not give them a fhilling a-piece, whea
fome of them have not one more in theic
pockets. This is a great hard(hip upon the
poor clergy, who pay dear for their dinners,
‘Where is the bojpitality of this prallice?

E. 1do not believe a word of it; I neves
gave a bithop’s fervant a farthing in all my
life; not the value of a pipe of tebacce.

.D Pray, Mr. Ewvans, who does London-

lﬂgﬁ in dldtg@au fret belong to?

. B
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E. Why, to the bijkop of London.

D. There are no fuch doings in that place
as you talk of.. No bjfsp has refided there
for many years, nor any body to reprefent
him. That ancient building is all ruinous,
and ftrangely perverted; it is let into fcurvy
lodgings and apartments; turned into ware-
houfes, fhops and wine-vaults, and made ufe
of bya fort of tenants that do (mall reputa~
tion to the fabric or the landlord. T be~
lieve the bifhop would call the minifter of a
parifh to a ftri& account, that thould let out
his parfonage-houfe to fuch odd ufes, and fufe
fet it to run to rujn in fuch 3 difmal manaer.
That venerable pile, where fo many kings
and princes: have been entertained, and fat in
council, fo many learned and renowned pre-
lates, Ridley, Bameroft, Sandss, King, and
many other great reformers, and the glory of
their times, lived with fo much honour and
bofpitality, is now become a neft of e
Would a chriftian believe, that one end of the
archbithop’s palace in Yord is converted to a
~ dan.ing-fcbool, and the other end into a play-
Bowfe 7 The epifcopal Noule at #orceficr, and
in many other fees, is all in ruins. —— 1 do
not fuppofe, but Jarge fums have been received,
from time to time, for dilapidations; they look
fharp enough after that; Pray, Sir, if fuch

momcs are not honeftly faid ount, where lies -
the
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the remedy, or who muft call the bjfop to
account ? I have looked into the codex, and
cannot find a word upon this fubje&t.

E. Let me tell you, your infinuation is vile
and athciftical. The inferior clergy, if you
will, look fharp, as you call it, after dilapi-
daticns, and, perhaps, are too rigid and hard-
hearted nupon that account; but the right re-
verend prelates proceed, in that refpe@, with
all tendernefs and humanity ; they eonfider the
circumftances of the family left behind, and
are more likely to affift them out of the re-
venues of the enfuing year, than to hatrals
them with dilapidations. Come, call a new
caufe ; read on.

D. A bithop muft be ap? to teach.

" E. They muft be qualified, by their ftudy
of the feriptares, and their great (kill in ex-
pliining them, to inftro& and feed the fock
committed to their charge. Aad how can
they be otherwife, when the whole bufinels
of their lives has been to turn over and medi-
tate upon thofe facred pages? when they have
the bible ad wnguem, and have {fpent the
choiceft of their time, their breath and ftrength-
la catrehifing, in expounding and preaching ?
They unravel all difficult places, all the fié
miles, types, parables, examples, allegories)
they reconcilé feeming contradiftions, and

can rtgeat you. all the parallel. texts &o;n
_ i the:
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the beginning to the end. They are no sé-
Jeure perfons that the world never heard of
till they were called to the ¢hsir; they are no
novices, or (as the old tranflation has it) no
young fehalars, leflt they {well and fall into
the judgement of the evil {peaker ; they are no
frefb men, no raw, unfledged, pen-feathered
divines, but ripe and in full plumage, the
moft ftannch and celebrated dotors of the firft
clafs, the admired orators and preachers of
the age. They have taken their degrees,
regularly, in our univerfities, where their
names will be immortal ; they performed their
exercifes with applaufe, and the fchools rung
with the acclamations of the audience ; they
preached Latin fermons, read /lctures, were
folid and acute in difputations, famous for de-
fending the primitive and pure doQrines of
‘Chriftianity, againft Arhicfls, Deiffs, Sicinians,
Papifts, Fanatics, Enthufiafis, Methodifts, Turks,’
Fews and Heathens ; their doficinal and con-
troverfial writings are admired, and almoft
adored all Eur-pe over; their found is gone
out into all lands, and their names, and their

- fames too, vato the eads of the world. How
can they be but apt to teach, when they have
. read over all the expofitors, the commentatorg
in all languages, all the dottoss of the caffern

snd wy, ﬁu:u charches ? There is not a man of
them,
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them, but may fafely fay of himfelf, what the
Oxford mule fo (weetly warbles.:

Notior at nulli vox eff fua quam milli quicquid

Graius, Arabs, Italus, Chaldzus, Hebrzus
et Affur,

Zthiopefve fonant facrum aut Memphitica
Coptos,

Is fum qui latices ex ipfo fonte petites

Mealim, guam longo circum deducere rivs.

Hinc, ut me laudem, legi Targumque, Ma-
foramque,

Onkelon ¢ Kimchi, gue t¢ vel nomina tor-
rent,

Commentatores Rabbinos, Kabbala guiopuid

Implicuit nedis, cecoque @nigmate tesit,

1 was exercifiog my poetic fancy, fometime
ago, in tranflating thefe lines into Englif,
verfe; you know I have a pretty knack at
poetry, though I do not make it my profel
fion; but, o

Dignum laude virum mufa vetat mori.
My mufe forbids the worthy man to die.

Iam glad I can repeat them; for, I am fore.
you will be pleafed. '

There't
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There's no man's voice 15 te himfelf more knowon

Than is to me the h:ly religion

Of Grecian, Arabian and Italian,

Chaldzan, Hebreean and Affyrian,

What the Fihiopians teach, and wkhat the
Copti,

1 am the man ; with bucket and a rope 1

Chufe to draw water from the fiuntain-bead, -

Than from the wand’ring fireams the rivers

'd..

A1 praife myfelf 1 buve read the
Targum,

T he Malora, Onkelos end Kimchi’s Fargon,

Whofe very names wonkd fright 1hee, and the
devil inte the bargain,

The Rabbins cemments, and 1he Kabbala,

'That foldeth up its meaning, 1.do fay, }

In twified knots and dark ®nigmata,

What thiok you of that, my boy! but if you
chule to haveglg rather in feripture phrafe, it
will ran thus: Partbions and Moedes, and
Elomites, and the dwellers of Mefopargmia,
and in Fudea and Cappadecia, in Pentus and
dfia, Pbrygia and Pamphylia, ,in Egypt, and,
in the parts of Lybia about Cyreme, firane
gers of Rome, Fews and Profelytes, Cretes
and Arabians, we do all hear them fpeak in
ous own tonguethe The world would
5o not
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In this cafe, I' fay, they are the Mellei Ha-.
reticorum, Papiflarum, Paganorum, the Mauk,
the Beetles and Wedges of Heratics, Papifts,
_ and Infidels ; if a blafphemous or wicked boak
creeps out, onc or other of them foon cuts
it to pieces, to the utter fhame and con-
fufion of the gainfayer. They have an an-
tidote ready to expel the poifon; they pray
againft it, preach againft it, write agaioft i,
and encourage and follicit their clergy to do
the fame. Such reverend champions they fa-
vour and dlﬁ:ngm{h, and prefer them before
all the relations in the world. They buy
and difperfe their books, they affilt them in
* their fludies, and warm them in their bofoms,
They do not as the great dons, in other pro- -
feflions, negleft, depreciate and brow beat
writers of their own order out of a fpirit of *
party, or from a principle of envy, as if they
gibfcm:ed their own chara&ers, or in
- tThort, Herefy and Infidelity never had fewer
friends and followers than in thefe Blfid
times,”and all owing to the unweatied in-
duftry 2nd vigilance of thefe fhepherds, thefe
watchmen of Ifral. 1. will tell you what,
_I was at church in the city about three Sun-
dayr ago, where two great prelates were im
the fame pew, and at the repeating of the Aba-
nafian creed, they both reverently *flood op,
apd made their refponfes aloud with their
‘ eyes
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| ¢yes tawards heaven, to the great comfort
- df myfelf and all the congregation: neither

of them took fuxff, or lelled fauntringly over
the pew, or tafked to 'anybodyncar ‘him all
thc while.

" D. You have taken a deal of'pains to prove
that the Jiops are a learmed body, which
feems to bé out of dilpute; for you fee here
in the office before us, that the 'bithop elect.
fhall be prefented by two bifhops'to'the arch
S/bep of the provinae, ‘in this forta.

Mot rrverend futher in'God, we prefent usite
you this gedly and well learned man 125 le
© ordained and confecrated bifbop.

‘Bat I have a fimall feruple upon me in this
© ohatter ; how do thefe ‘two bithaps know that
the bithop elef? is well learned ?

E. Do you thidk they give this teRimony
of "him ‘by heaifay, or By common fame, for
favour or affeCtion’? Can you fuppofe they
would prefent him ‘in ‘that -folemn annen,
in‘the prefence of God, and in the face of
aH “the congregation, unlefs they could do it
with a fafe confcience, and from their own
exprels koowledge? No, no; they examine
him ftritly and feverely in the polyplot, I
fuppole, ‘thefaurus rerum ecclofisflicarum, Lber
valoram, and other godly books; and find-

VOL, I. - ing
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ing him 2s learned as they expect, they jultiy
beftow that charater upen him, they would,
be unjuft if they did,nok; I belicve the whale
wosld weuld pot prevail upan, them to gs

. againft theic firm belief and conviction ip

that matter, even their .epemics themfelve
being judges.

D, Who doubts it? But admit that the
bithops are ,picked men, well difciplined, and

called .out of the bady of the jpriefthood ea

account of their profoupd eradatisa, yot if.
they be ever fo learned, or fo apt to teach,
you will allow, If{uppafe, that it is impofiible
they fhould teach or feed their flock, ualefs
they be able to #¢ach the people in a Jangpage
they underfland.

£, I allow that, and what then?

D, Why then, I fhauld be glad to know.
how a bithap of a diocele in Wales, is ca-
pable of doing his duty with 2 good cosn-
{cience, when :he does .not underftand one
fyllable of the Wb tongue, and the people
do not uoaderftand a word of Englifh?

E. The an{wer is plain, I deny your fup-
pefition ; you are to confider when an emi.
nent dvjne fnds himelf improving in fpifitual
kaowledge, and Jfpreading, and Jfretching, aod .
thickening, and reachmg further, and wides-
ing, and emlarging his capacities, and bud-
ding and blofiming, and growing. ripe, and .

F o T @
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% WEré mialyus opifispat, Ke thed “pre-
Tddy applics Hiadlelf td the fudy of the
Welfb linguage againft the time combs; his
He ‘finds a ot eafy ‘add " delightful enter-
“talntmebe ; for the AB i 4 fof, hartonions
ufid Wetiifibos tongee, I mmfc aid ﬁzﬂar
dy; dof thickénéd With ¢mforaits, nor throt-
Wing you ‘with gutturdly; "%t does not make
your ‘tongué Wiike double a'g'a‘ii:ﬁ the roof
of our mouth, or knock ont your _'féretgd'l.-%,
~or hake your ghinders like many of your Nor-
thern dialeqts, And thea it has abundance of
Hebrew words intermixed, and: fo the holy
man being, perfedly, mafter of the: Orientals
‘before, finds it -an eafy matter to attain the
Cambro Dritannic. 1 verily believe, that A
dam {poke fomething of the F7eh tongue
in paradife, when he was talking to the brutes
and it is my firm opinion, fhat every biftiop
‘of a Welb diocefe, is qua!i‘ﬁcld‘to‘inﬂr'u& hig
Hock, to' freach and pray in the language of
the country; | am fure the laft good lord of
§t. Davids was, for he was a mighty deey-
therer of tongues. The prelates of “Wales,
mift, and do préach and pray, in feafon, and
-out of feafon, or elfe, what do they do there?
A bifhopric is as much, or rather more a cure
-of fouls, than a parfonage or vicarage, and it
‘would be ftrange they fhould cloath them(clves
with the wool, and take no care of feeding the
: ’ E 2 flock ;



46  Tbe Pillars of Priasvcrarr

flock; but to preach, or pray to the people in
an m}muw tongue, would be m dowa-
tight pop

B > It wonld fo; but.not 0 nrge thuiur-
‘ther at prefent, I cannot be altogether of yoor
.opinfon, that the. bithops in /¥ales underftand
the language of the country,. for I have a Jittle
book in my library, (as you are pleafed to call
§t) that gives a quite different account of this
matter, and likewife of the bopitality that is
preferved (as you fay) in the palaces of difbeps
of that country, cither when they do, or de
pot refide in their diocefes, You koow the
Dihopric of 8t. Davids ? . )

E. 1 had the honour to be born ig that
diocefe ; it is a fee of a very large extent, and
takes in the countics of Pembrote, Cacrmar-
then, Cardigany Brecon, and all Radnor, ex-
eept fix parithes, a confiderable part of Gle-
morganfbire, and many parifthes in the coun~
sies of - Hereford and Manmewth; O it js a cur
riotis &iné bifhopric !

D. The book I fpoke of is called, 4 view
of the fate of religion in the discefe of St.
Davids; it was written by a dier of divinity
in that principality, and his obfervations are

- founded upon his own knowledge ; here is
fach a fcene of mifery and diftrefs, of bar-
barifm and barbarity, fuch fcandalous abufe
of difcipline and church power! but it is no

3 woader,




1
'
!

‘and ORThovoxy fbaken. - 77
wonder, for a Welp blfhopnc is' commonly
oo more thar & Mepgap, an earmefi of higher
promotion; you feldom find a bifhop die ia-
poffellion of a fee iu that country, they hope
not to continue there long, they bhave mo
time. if they had an inclination, to make
tHemfelves acquainted with their clergy, or théir
people; fome never go there at all, and others
but once; or 5, to take poffeffion, to fettle
thteir ‘rents, ‘and’ receive their prefents, they go-
in foug, and fo they go out, they keep their
ewn counfel, their honfés are tumbling down,
and fo there is no pretence for refidence, one.
focceeds another, and takes things as he fiods-
them; ‘alter et idem! the country lies in a
rcmote corner of the ifland, not much fre-
quented or inquired’after ;- thee gentry and peo-
ple. of fifhion' make nocomplaint; they emjoy
their impropriations, and generally live in-Lons
dom, and fpend their money therey or in other
places at a diftance, and do not regard how
the livings are ferved, how the people are
taught, and how the clergy are ftarved; but I
will reach' the book, here it is, I remarked
fome particular paffages, that made my heart
bleed ——and firft, doltor, for your hefpitality
in the bithop’s palace at §t. Davids.

" E. 1 never was at St. Davids, but I have
been received with great bofpitality, and. drunik’

very gzad ale, at the palace of Abarguyly.
E 3 D.-
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D. To begin thea; ¢ Se. Davids, ORGE &
‘celubratcd leas of lesring, . and an qime
“ mater of the mufes, once the bappy abodg
Cas. of qur archbifbops and- bifbegs, fo of ous

¢ archdeacons; camons and - prebendaries, who .
¢ were encouraged, apd thought themfelwes.
¢ obliged to maintain the honour of religiony
¢ to attend the fervice of their church, to res
* pair their fabric, and their houfes creditably,
“to {pend the reft of their revenues in byf-
¢ pitality and- charity, in kiadly welcoming.
¢ and entertainipg pious vifitors.and ftrangers,
€and relievitg the poor as. liberally. Thefe
¢ were the good laudable practices of the an-
*c:cnt times: but alas! what ap amaziog
¢ change has now befallen us; the college of-
‘ our ftudents is long fince diffolved, a great
s part of our facred and moft ancient cathe.
$dral 1s in rubhagc. and of the bifkp’s pa-
*.Z:m, there is nothing to be feen but fately
< ruins, and almoft all the habitations of our
¢ dignitaries demohﬁmd, fo that lbcy have ipa,
¢ manner left us, aod confequently b;g/ﬁ:tafr!y
“and charity, arc ‘gone away too, and the
< marks of forfaken poverty and defolation,
¢ feem to overfpread the whole neighbour-
¢ hood ; there remaips fearce any thing befidg
¢ poor lodgings, for the chapter to keep their:
¢ audit, for a week or a fortnight at St Fames’s
¢ tidey and then, We axe to hope f fo:: the plaas.

. & fm
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* fare of fecing them mo mere ¥l the next
*{eafon comes again:® That is' as much as to-
fiy, that they come on¢e = .year to receive
their money, and the church, and the palace,
tnd the cathedral, ahd the fervice, bofpitality:
ad charity my go The poor con-
tinve maked, miferable, and uorelieved, the
revenue is carried away to Lowsbm, and'other
places, nene of it is fcatrered upon the ground
from whonce it came, it is confomed'ia other
diocefes among, foreigners, commonly in a
fovenly umgenteel ristous: way of living, or an
subspard affeilation of greatnefs; for few of
thofe fort of ¢lrgy die worth a fhilling, but
leave their families in- the u¥moft mifery and
diftrefs ; as they aré generally vain, igno-ant;
and haughty, fo they are expenfive, prodigal,
and wafteful. They {wagger among the little
curates, agd the gaping clowns ia the couptry,-
wader the title of Mr. Dean, Mr. Aichdeacon .
with this diftinctiorr they.ftrut in a title pags-
if-they chance to writé a /illy pampblet or print:
a- flelen firmon, but as for the funlions of
their office, to vifit their jurifdi®tions, and re-
gulate the difordors of it; .Gallio cares for
noac of thefe- things. And the cafe I am afraid:
is-much the fame in ali‘the osher bithoprics-
of the principality.
8. Go on, have you apy m:cx’ I ﬂuil
camo over you by asd by R
E 4- D
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- D. Truly I bave much more than I conld
with. . The fame pious regard obferved in fup-
portiog bofpitality in the palace of the bifep,
appears notorioully in .keeping up the bemfes
of the parechial clirgy, *and providing them
habitations comfortable and proper for theis
refidence and abode; the cale; in fhort, is
this. “Did you but fee what very forry and
< mean cottages. (if any) that are left for per-
¢ Jinage and visarage honfes ! In molt parithes
¢ there are no provifions of any kind for thae
¢ ufe, o glebe, no ground to build upon;
¢ but where there are any, they are common-
¢ly fo mean and inconvenient, as.that the
¢ clergy, poor as they are, cannot think them
¢ habitable for themfclves, ands therefore are
* obliged to part with. them- 10 any one that
* will pleafe to rent them ; but very often they.
“fall. tq the festen’s lot, who to get a forry
¢ maiotenance is allowed the privilege of felling
¢ ale by the church-yard fide.)’

E. How. can this be, when to my. know-
ledge there be fo many. recks and enmes in
that caunotry ready.at hand » When the arch-
deacons of the diacefe, and the rural deans,
who awe officers under them, are folemnly
appointed to vifit the houfes-of the clergy,
and to order the repairing of: them, that they
may be kept in order, and not be fuffered to
tun o tuin, The bithops have authority ta

compel,
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compel the imprepriator to End a fuitable ha-
bitation: for his curate, as well as to provide
him a comfortable maintenance; the archdes~
Com i3 alfer sculus epifewpi, as-the:dean is the
other ; he ‘is one of the gvs -of the bithop,
and his -jurifdiCion- extends chiefly to thefe
affairs; if the houle of the minifter be.our
of repair, the churchwardens are:obliged tor
prefent it at the vifitation, and the archdeacon -
is bound-to take cogpizance of it, aad to pro~
vide agnmﬁ it

D. What . fignifies - where . the po\nr is
lodged,..if it.be never executed? The arch-
deacons - do-'net ~refide, though they are ob-
liged to refidence.by.law;. and the bifhops. -
take no care to compel them to it. Watfen..
in his - Compleat. Incumbent- (which 1. bangh:
when I was. churchwarden) fays exprefly, if-
an archdeacon. be wilfully ablent-from his dlg-
nity for the fpace of a. mwnth together, or
for the fpace.of two menths, to be accounted
at- feveral times in the fpace of “one year,
and for fuch a time refides in-any other place,
he fhall for every fuch. default, forfeit tem
peunds. What. havock would the execution .
of. this law make ameng the /7%//b archdea-
cons, and among many of .the Englifb ones
too ! What advantages would accrue to reli-
gion, what {capdalous imputations would be:

filenced by the conflant enforcing of it 2 Tt is
: Es ’ theis
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their duty to tifif two years in thyee, yobiff
“tpey chasce to coms iatp the diaesfe at all
they do mot hold. their wifitations in agy re:
gular manper, fo that ncither clergy par pep-.
ple know when, or where, or how to gppige:
An erchdeacon may be oac of the eys of the:
bifhop, yet thar officer muft have g werg
firong fight to. fee from Highgate, into Care.
d::ganﬁf'rc.. And then to help the matter,.
the bithop, who feldom  refides at all, fome-
times holds an archdeacinry or two, along.
with his bifhopric, and fo deprives the church.
of that ufeful officer, when there are many.
valuable clergymen in the diocefe (notwith-
flandiog the poverty and 'diftrefs of moft of-
them) who are well quahﬁcd to fill the place,’
and difcharge the duties of it. The bifhop-
of Bangor (I think) is archdeacon of Bam- °
gor and archdeacon of Anglefzy; the bifhop
of St. Ajaph is archdeacon likewife of St
Afaph; what a monftrous thing is this ? What:
a firange accumulation of prefermcnts, in their-
own natures utterly inconfiflent and untena-
ble, and of the moflt fatal tendency to the
difcipline and good order of the diocefe, the:
clergy and pqu:c? If they appoint archdea-
cons, they do not eblige them to refide, or
hold their vifitations, as the law requires ;.
and if they are archdeatons thémfelves, it is-
impofiible they fhould do: their doty.in that:
office,
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' offes, what), as they are bithops, they do not’

live in their diogsfe, and confequently cannot:
be abieat as bifbops, and prefeat as archdea
cons: gt the fasw time; and yet atfin de-
qlazes- it for law, that thangh a-bithop perz
baps Be not tied to refidence, by the ftatyte
of the 21ft of H. VIIL, yet he is thereto ob-
liged by ecclefigflical law, and may be com-
pelled to keep refidence by e::feﬁaﬁm! cen=
Juregs And if a bithop hold in commendam.
a8, arcbdeaconry, deanery, or like inferfor dig-
nity, parfopage or vicarage, with his bifhopric,-
Ke is punifhable by the {ame ftatute, if accord-
ing to the fame, be be not refident upon fuch:
dignity, parfonage or vicarage, and that thoughr-
he be conﬂantiy refident upon his bifhoprie,
he¢ fhall not be excafed thereby. But the
difficulty is, how to put thefe laws properly-
in execution. The bifhops difpenfe with the
refidence of their archdeacons, and it would”
be ftrange they fhould infift upon' it, when-
they make fo light a matter of difpenfing witly
their own ; but (as the poet {weetly warbles).
defendit numerus junétaque umbone phalanzes.

E. Is the man mad ? What a terrible thing-
would it be to fee a bithop excommunicated bf
bis metropolitan for non-refidence ?

D. 1 cannot help that. And ‘now F am=
vpon this fubjet, I muft take notice, that the

bithops, confcious of their own neglet of - re-
E 6. Sidencey
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Jidencey are obliged as it were to difpenfe withs
the refidmee of thofe parochial clergy, whofe
livings. are fufficicnt to afford them a hande
fome and comfortable maintenance ; for though
many churches are fiript of - their revenues in-
a deplorablle- manner, yet fome of them - (I have
heard) do ftill enjoy theit full tndewments, and'-
afford. provifion for the incumbents whereby
they may live repotably upon the fpot, and -
do good fervice to religion, and fupport their-
chara@ler with credit and honounr. Bat thefe’
fort of clergy leave their. flocks ta wretched:
miferable birelings, and run-out of tire covn=
try into a warmer fun, and hunt after prefer~.
ments generally in London; there they creep:-
into cauracies, and little lectures, (and their,
modefty will fometimes raife them into a pal~
try popular chaplainfbip) where their broken. .
and unintelligible Englih, and their {queak:
ing Welb diale give great offénce to all fe-
rious' and devoutr chriftians, and. adminifter.
mirth and mockery to giggling girls and young
Sellaws, who make their reading and preaching,
and even their comman converfation, a matter
of fport and ridicule, .
E, What is that youm fay, Sir? Dd-not
L fpeak as proper. Enmglifh as any of you
all, though I would not forget my Weifb,
for all your linfey woolfey. mungrel . gibbe-
rifh 3 . '
D.
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' D. You, Sir, have had the advantage of ‘2

. good education ; your language is polithed by--

keeping the beft of company; you dine -once -
2 year with the doftor of the parifh, your-
accent is fofrened by your frequent fpeaking -in -
public. I have heard you-preach at §r. fn-
thlin’s in a morning, with the general. 2p-
pltaufe of -that elegant and diftinguithing affeme -
bly. You fhall now fee what regard-
ithad by thefe fpiritual - goruernors to--the de- -
¢ency- and conveniercy - of divide worthip,: by
taking a (hert furvey of the miferableand.ruinous-
condition of the parochial churchbes in that coun~
try. “Some churches are totallp neglefted,
 and - very- rarely, if at -all, have asy.fervice -
¢ performed in -themy and which, if they are
¢not converted to-berms and flebles, do onlp
¢ ferve for the folitary- habitations of ewlsy
¢#nd jackdaws.  In . fome places we have -
¢ ¢hurches without chamces, in others we have
¢ but fome piece of a church, that is; one
¢ end, or a fide ifley and the defolate appear~
¢ance of moft of ‘thofe that- are yet ftand-
¢ing, fpeak how difficelt they- fubfift, and
¢ how miferably they .are negleéted. In fome
s not only the bells are taken away, but the -
¢-fowers are demolifhed,” and in many others,
*there are fcarce any feats, except here and .
¢there a few ill contrived and broken../fools

. lld M:bﬂ; their little windows are with~
¢ ouk.
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“out glafs and dagkeped with boards, magts;.
©or lagtices; their roofs decaying, totteringy
“and leaky; their walls green, mayldy, sud’
¢ paplegus, and very ofien withept wafli:
“or. plpifter; and_ their fowrs ridged up with
“agifomy grosus, Without any. pavengent; and
¢ only cavered. with a few rufbes, Did yom
‘ fec fo many perockial churches and cha-
- & pels of the bithops palaces, and’ of almoft
- ¢all the. parfopage houfes in the diogefe; iy
¢might well tempt you. to- thigk, that we
¢ had laip in. the road of the Tuxks apd Sa-
“raceys, in fompe of their wild exgurfions,.
¢ or. that we had but very. lately paffed the
¢ diligence and reformation of an Okwveriar
“army,’ Such are the: bleflad effe@s of the
due adwinifiration of gedly- difeipline in t]m-
cauntry ! fuch

E. What is the man talkmg of?" I do now
foy our churches in Hales, are as fine as
yours in Londen; asd adorned with piffures-
and paintings, and: Ged kmows what; it is
not the walls, or the bells, or the: psws, that:
“make a church. Do not you:read, that Mojes
made the altar of burnt-offering of sarth and:
sough unbewn flones? Our churches are buoilt
of the very fame ; there is a great deal of plainy
nefs and. fimplicity in them, nothing to draw
the eyes of the congregation . into fwﬁmw
and idilgiry..

D-.u




i
|

Mmmwm% §7

B, Yonwetig ¥P%- Brafl asxt (gg, what-
Lfrpde, fort of, clergy ae 3PPP#“'Fd- i thefe-
Sompie chigghess as po. call them.  You capg
lomgwhat young opt of the copntry, apd
thezefare, it. may- be & ourigfity, te, hear the
defcription of 3 el cusate, ¢ In fome
¢ plasen. the chrifien {ervice is; worglly difnled,.
¢therg are. ather fogye, that mz be, f4id tq-
“be, hut balf ferved;. there b keveral
“chupches wheys ws. ape. but, rate Y. if ag
¢all, t, mpget with Pr.leféigx, cafechifing; ot
“admisifsing the holy, mwy,nm, In ‘others,.
¢the fervice, of the praysrais but partly read,-
‘an,d that, perhaps, bt ance 3 month, ot

“ongn im & guarter,of.a year; por is it indegd-
¢ reafonablg to-expect, that they fhould bg-
“hetter ferqu. while the fhpcuéo allowed for -
“the fefVice of them, are fo fmall; that a.
¢ paor curate mufk fometimes {abmit to ferve
“tbres or four churches for tun or rtwelve-
‘-ponads a year, and. that, pechaps, when they,

¢ we’ 3lmofk as; many miles diftant from each:
“ather., .And- when it is-thus with them,.
“with what order, or regularity are they ca:
¢pable of doing: that fervice? And having
‘ fa listle time, and fo, many: places to attend:
“upon, how. precipitately, and if as out of
¢ breath, are they.obliged to read the prayers,

¢ or to- fhorten apd: abridge them ? And what-

“tme have. they, o& thejr. congregation tor

¢ compofe
6 :

-
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¢ .compofe themfelves for their devotion, white
¢ thus forced " to a kind of perpetual motion,.
sqnd like hafty itinermats, to hurry from.
¢ place to place? There is no time fixed 'to |
¢ go to church, fo it bt oa Swmday; fo that
¢ the poor man ‘muft begin at any time ‘with-
€ as many as are at hand, foomer or later, as
¢he can perform his rewnd. He-then ab-
¢ ruptly huddles over as many prayers as may- :
-6 be in half 'an hbur’s time, and thea retorns -
¢again-to his road 'fafting, till he has dif-
¢ patched his circuit,- and that wearinefs or
¢ ‘darknefs obliges him to reft, or perhaps,
¢ for want of a-little neceffary refrefbment at
¢ home, to go where he ought not, where
¢4t is odds, btt he will meet with- many
¢ of his congregation ; who, when their - thort
¢ fervice -is over, are-too apt to think: thew
* felves at liberty to fpend the rcmumng part -
¢ of the ddy atv an-aleboufe, or at-fome paflime
¢ or diverfion; as they-are- difpofed. What -
¢ bajpitality to neighbours, or -to-ftrangess, or
¢ charity to the poor, can they afferd to give,
¢ who are themfelves. {6 very indigent as to -
¢ be moft id the need of charity # How-conform~
¢ able to the -canons id théir drefe and b
¢ #its, fuch as are required, and 'becoming of
¢ their orders, viz. o their gowns.and caffics:
‘ are they capable of appearing when their
¢mean falaries ‘will fearce afford :them Jhacr . -
¢and &
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¢and flockings?” Tt feems, they hiteredly -obey
the evangelical precept : they provide neither
gold nor filver, noc forip for theis jouraey,
geither suv - coats, neither foeers alus! they
have. fcarce cloaths to cover their nakednefs;
whence comes the common proverb, A5 rag-
ged as a Wellh curate.  Would mot any
man of fenfe, and common picty fland amazed,
bow fach wretches counld ever get into or-
des ¥ How u. bijbep could devote fuch igno-
rant poor creatures to miueifter in holy things ?
What a fort of exemination muft pals mpon
them before they arc erdained * A Jifbep is
commanded to lay hands fuddenly on no man,
without a ftri¢t inquiry into his life and abi-
lities ; but furely he could not upon the leaft
deliberation ny bands upon fuch itinerant va-
gabend hirelings as thefe. But fo it is, and
And
now, as this worthy writer obferves, ¢ What
¢ chsiftian knowledge, what fenfe of picty,
¢ what value for religion arc we reafonably
‘to hope for in a country thus abandoned,
¢ when perfons are ordained that are con-
¢ temptible in themfelves, whea any Ilitle
¢ a-b~ darian fchool-mafier, 2 gentleman’s bus-
¢ Jer, & mauntebank, or what not, fhall be fo
¢ cheaply admitted to commence clerks, on the

« prevailing merit only, perhaps; of fome po-
< tent impropriater’s recommendation, who-.

& m’i
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«may be -folliditeus for & cheap chaplain or to
¢pack off an wfelefs fervans.’

What is the meaning of- that folimn :bargr
given by the difbsp to the -archdeacon, when:
he prefents a perfon to be ordained, cithes
deason or priefls #

Tﬁs bifhop.

Take bud sbat the perfon whom you prefas
yulo, ug by qpt and megt for his learniag,:
and godly congerfation, o exercife bis mis
niftcy quly to the honoyr of Gady azd tha

gdification of bis church,

The archdescon fhall snfwer..

I: bave enquired of bim avd alfs 'cxam'mﬁ?
bim and think him fo to be.

What i¢ the intention’ of the anfwer given
by the bifop elei? to the mbé.;(bap, when he
i confecrated ?

Will you be faithful in orda!nmg, fendingy:
or laylpg ‘hapds upon others 2.

Anfwer: )
Twilkdsfb by the belp of Godh



]
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How-siqes he do" fo. whep. ha- ordsion fach
Rllows who-are fcandaloudly illiscrate, apd are.
ipcapetic in sny. feale o do bogonr 19 Gody.
or 10 ¢dify his chapch ?

" When [ reflet pppen thele things, I.am uty
terly copfoyaded, they sam pewer be regome
ciled. I (hal] fay np mgre, thao that all
thele miferies, all thefe prophapations ang-
fcandals, it is in the power of the bifkep and
his officers, in.a great mepfure to remedy and
fapprels ; there are laws to fupport them ia-
the execution of-their dwty, the confequences.
muft therefore lic ap their owa doprs.

£. Between you agd I, Mr. Dabfon, I am.
afraid this is tgo trug; hut I heg of you fo;
the love of God, and out of refpeét to the-
chth, that you would not {3y fo much gbrogd ;
O tell it naot in Gath /

D. 1 am. come nqw tq that ablurd and-
indefenfible pra@ice of holy men (as you call.
them) who accept of bithoprics in Ralysy whe.
they are utterly, and in any fenfe lncapable .
of doing their daty, becaufe they do not
wnderfignd the language of the people they are
to inftru&t; how can. thqI (as. the office of
confccrauon enjoins) feed the Back over which
the Holy Ghoft had made them " overfeers,
and for which Chri ﬂ dxcd how can the fheep
know the {hepherd (RTIIN "when they do not

hnow the mcanmg of one jjffaﬁfc he fays?
WIthl
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With what reverence and complacency muft
they receive his bemediition, when he blefs
them in an snknown tengue ? To fee a bifhop
lay his baxd upon a perfon’s head, and mat-
ter a few words over him mot to be under-
foed, looks more like a cdarm than a Bleffing:
In the office of cenfecration, God Almighty
is addreffed to endue the biftop elef? with:
his FHoly Spirit, that he preacking the word.
may -not only be carneft to reprove, brfeech;
and rebuke with all patience and'dsétrine, but
alfo may be to fuch as believe, a wholefome
exemple in word and< comverfation, &c. But
what a fcene is this, when he is appointed:
over the fouls of people, to whom he can-
not fpeak a word" to de underflood, and is ute.
terly incapable to-. repreve; befeecki or rebube;
or to hold any manner of converfatiim witli.
. them? What i8 the meaniog of this felomn
queftion and anfiwer, much too folemn to b=
ufedonly for ﬁrm?

" The. archbithops

Will you infirut. the people committed to youur
_¢harge (which.fhews a bithopric is a cure
of fouls) and call upsn God for the true
wnderflanding of the [iriptures, fo as ya may
be able by them to preach and exbort with
mbdeﬁ:m dofirine, and 19 withfiand and
cagvince the gainfayers ?.

Anlwer..
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How can he teack and ;mmb, and av.
Bort with wholefome doftrine, and.inftro&
¢he people, withfland and convince the gaine
fayers in his diocefe, when the people per-
haps, never once faw the face of him, -or if
they had, he. may as well talk to them in
Arabic, and be as well underftood # For God’s
fake, have not bithops fouls to be faved ? Is
réligion a thing real, or is it priefleraft and
jugghing, and a frade to live by ? Is this office
2o more than playing of a farce, or aling
&ta drél ? 1s God the fore avenger of breaches
-of promife and truff, made and publithed ia
His own moft facred name? What can the
people think, or what refpe& can they en-
‘tertain of their paftors, when — But this
Doneft writer reprefents the cafe in a much
better light; though he fpeaks with great
warinefs and caution (for the fubjedt it feems
is exceeding tender) yet he fays epoogh te
expofe and explode fo unjuftifiable a caftom,
fo oppofite to common fenfe, and which can
admit of no glofs or fhadow of eafon to se-
<commend it,

&,
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E. 1 wif you had done with your dosk ; for
.my time is almoft -odmeé, 1 expet the derk
;every momeat,

D. < The difpofieg of #ab preferments
%20 fuch as are wholly ignorant -of the lan-
* guage, has- contriBited 1t & Fitde €0 the
€ deray’ and’ defolatioit of our relfgion; - The
* betiees of the chirch Meuld be atrepted
-¢for no other eird; but of btifg ufeful amd
*daing the férvice -of the' cMarrh, whofe
*‘bmd they eat; e Beitg joff sod -equitablé
¢ that they fhould be qualified for the duy
“where théy recelve the prafily end Tt cap-
4 not be foppofed thif they are o, il ehiey
¢ make themfetves mtt!f:g:&h to. the - floeks’
¢ they” are 6 ghide and overfee. For.as St.
€ Paul 61'5[':!“5 when the wveice ff bim - that
¢ Jpeaketh is not wriderffoofly then -boi% -be thai
¢ fpeaks, and ke that is jfchu 0, ap - muth-

< ally-barbrians 19 cach- -other'; and 3’ greater
€ yet infinitely. than St.  Paal hath told us,
*that it ought to go into the -chara@er of
“a good fBepherd, that the (heep thould know
< his wiicé§- which plainly enough - fgmﬁcs,
* that no ome can be fald to be an ufeful
“and good pafier whole fpeech or woice " is
© unintélligiblé to his pesple. . The reafom of

¢ the thmg is fo clear and unanfwerable, a8
S that it is in truth amazing, that ambitin
ﬁfelf with all «its fubtle inventions, fhould
¢ think
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“ think to find ont argyments to ;u[hf! the
4 contrary for of what ufe .can any ope be.
# (let his leatning in other refpeéls be ever
4 fo great) to Infiruct, and. teach shefe whom.

- %he cannot fPeak t02. And therefore what

“ benefit ate the .people ta exmpect a6 to.
¢ knowledge, or isformation - from -the mini-
¢ firy of fuch, who can meither "preach. nor

“ pray, (0 as o be -nuderflaed by them? Wil
-after-ages believe, that -there. .fhould. erife
-4 amoong - the leayned, and the knowing thofe.

¢ who fhould .not _doubt -of their fofficiency

¢ for, ar of their faithfulne(s in, the difcharge.

¢ of this: molt felemn. truff, without either,

- underflanding the language, or ever freing.
 the fqces of thofe they. are. {piritually 10

¢ feed and. overfee? While .things contioue
#.thus, with what kind of decancy can we
¢ declaim againft the popifp pralice of teach-

. “_ing. men, it is.peither neceflary they fhauld’

¢ read the fcriptuces, nor underfland the prayers,
¢ when what amounts to -fo much the fame
. thmg, and is fo like it, is pradifed and
¢ allowed among ourfelves, b}' affigning pa-
“ _ﬁ'or: that are aniprr!l@'ﬂc to. their congre-
¢ gation :
£, On my word, your author fpcaks good
{qpfc, his obfervations are juft; and whatever
has been - the: praltice of late in filling .the
F¥db hifhgprics with paflors that are framgers .
to”
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-to the language, yet that the cafe was other-
-whife formerly, appears by an a& paffed in the
reign of Charles II. which enjoins, that the
‘Bithops of Hereford, St. Davids, Xfaph, Ban-
gors and Landaoff, and ftheir fuccefors, fhall
take fuch order among thenfelves, for the foul’s
- health of the flock commited to ‘their charge,
that the liturgy of the church of England, be
truly and exalthy tranflated into the Britih or
Welpb rongue, and the fame fo tranflsted, and
by them, or any ‘three of them at lealt, view-
-#d, perufed, and allowed, be'imprinted, and the
‘whole divine'fervice be ufed, and faid by the
inifters and curates “throughout all #aly,
in the Britifh or Welfb tonguc ; and therefore
iit’is that 'if a-clerk be .prefented to a church
in /Wales, who does not underfland the lan-
.guage, the -ordinary may lawfully refufe hun
becaule he is incapable of the cure.

D, It is certain by the ¢& you mention,
that bi/keps were in thofe days appointed to
the #elfp fees, who perfeftly anderfivod ihe
Janguage ; for to what purpole were they
ordered to view and persfe (he tranflation of
the liturgy, if they were not able to wnder-
Sflandiv? Their fucceffirs, by this a&, are
likewifc fuppofed to be capable from time to
time to view, and perufe, and fee the lityrgy
imprinted in #2/b; and how fufficient the

prefent fz¢ are to difcharge, or “astend fuch
a
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abufiacfs may be eafily conje@ured, when I
‘believe mot one of them can read or under-
ftand one fentence in the ‘whole book. T
find there is a defign at,prefent .to publifh a.
Iazgs impreffion of /el bibles uader the
direttion of the bifbaps of the principality; tea-,
derly expreffed! I fhould be glad to know
which of them perufes the fheets, or .carredls
the prefs 7 How fhocking.is-it to cenfider that
the bible, on which the falvation of fo many
thoufands dcpcnds, fhopld be left to the mercy
of a hackney tran(lator, to add, to omit, or
alter what doClrines he pleafes? What havoc
may be made with the article of the Trinity
- at this rate? And’ then, with regard to the
pewer they have by law to reﬂ.lfc a clerky who
docs not sinderffand the Welb tongue, and 1o,
keep -him out of the diocefe, and ‘to fecure by.
that means, that the divipe fervice may be
performed in the language of the couatry, they
. are fo far from exercifing this authority, where-
~ in religion’ and the good of fouls are (o nearly
cencerned, that they frequently prefent to liv-
ings in théir own gift, and admit by the pre-
{fentation of others, fuch clerds as are Englifb-
men, and fometimes r;fugm of other coun-
tries, who cannot f{peak'sone fjllable, and
underftand as little of the language as 1Bem-
{clves.
VOL 1, F £,
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* £. What thiok you of Dr. Trewer, the bi-
fhop of 8t. Davids? Theére are masy‘-familiu
of the Trevers in Wales.

D, That may be; but et mego on with
my book, I have almeft .done. ¢ The emi-
¢ nently pious bithop BEDEL, when he was
¢ promoted to an Irifb fee, thought himfelf ob-

¢ liged to learn that language, to which he
¢ fo applied himfelf, as to be fo great a

¢ mafter of it, and fuch a critic, as to corre&t a
¢ tranflation which he ordered to be made of

“a the old teflament into Irifh, in order to
¢ be joined with the mew and the common-

- ¢ prayer, which were done:before. Having -
4 given this example in his own perfon, he
¢ with the more antherity could require his
¢ clergy, as he accordingly did, to conform
¢ themfelves unto it; he therefore plainly told
“ them, that fuch only he would encourage and
¢ prefer there, who could sficiate and preach in
¢ the Irifb language, which was, he faid, a qua-
< lification abfolutely meceffary in every minifter
¢ that had she care of an /r{/b congregation.

. ¢k was ypon the fame view, thatis, of
* being as mleful as poflible to his diocefe,
¢ that the late moft Jearhed and pioaus bithop
¢ Lioyd of IVercifler, -on his prometien te the
¢ bithopric of St. Afaph, thaught it his duty
¢ alfo to learn the language of the country,
s fo fur, at leaft, as to be able to read .it, to

“ ad-
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€ adminifler the facraments, to- confrm them,.
. % and to ¢fficiate publicly among vhem in their
€ own femgue ; which was ameans, not only
¢to render him more dorviceable, but of

¢ mightily esdeariog him to his people, whe
¢ could aot be iafenfidle of the goodnels, and
< fingulér coudefcenfion he exprefied, by be-
€ ing atthe pxiae of larming their langosge,
¢for no other ead, but to fhew bhis catneft

¢.defires of doing them more gosd. Again, it
¢ was upon the fame principle, {as I am in-
¢ formed) that Dr. Bradford, the worthy and

¢ learned bifhop of Carlifle, though there were

€ many motives to induce him to it, did yet

¢ decline of accepting a bithopric in /Fales,

* becaufe he was a franger to the language;

¢ and that he therefore confcientioufly feared

¢ he fhould not be able to be /o wufeful to his

¢ diocefe, nor fo capable of edifying and in-

¢ firu¢ting them, as he thought himfelf obliged

¢ to be,” What think you of {fuch men as thefe-?

. E. Thofe were brave men indeed; but [

admire, Mr. Ddbfon, why gentlemen of Eng-

dand will give themielves the trouble of learn-

ing a ftrange language, and clambring with their

portmanteaw’s and cl-ak bags into the cold hilly

<ountry of Wales for bifhoprécs, when there are

fo many of the natives, who are uled to the

roughnefs of the roads, and the fharpnefs of the

air, that are fufficiendy qualificd by under-

Fa ftanding
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Qtanding the Wl/b tongue, to' execute that ve< )

nerable office ; -for my own part, I can only an-
fwer for myfelf; I:fhall be always ready upon-
the leaft notice, when God and my king (hall
pleafe to call me to that laborious and impor-
tant truft; and I may fay without venitye—
but, I fec one of the dearers coming; they flay
for me in the church-yard; 1 muft take my luu:.
D. Remember the pig to-morrow.

-

AN
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ADDRESS

TO THE
Univerfity of Oxford,

@ccaﬁoncd by a SerMoN, intitled, The divine
Infli ution of the Minifiry, and the abfolute
neceffity of Church-Government; preached before.
that Univerfity by the Rew. Mr. Fofeph Betty,
on the 2iit of September, 1729.

By LW.L.

wee——ae}¥e knoww their boly jugglings,
Things that weuld fartle faith, and makt us deern:
INo# this, or that; but all religions falfe,

By education mofl bave bees wifled,

So they beliovr, becanfa they [o were bred,

The pricf contimues what the marfe begar,

And thus the child impofes on the man; - Devp,

. Nothing is more dangerous, nothing more dreadful than for
men to affume to themfelves a power which heaven has
denied them ; fuch men may indeed poffibly deceive the
world undera falfe charaler, but God will not be mocked,
the All-wife wilkpot be. over-reached by the crafty pre-
fomptions of feigned ftewards ; nor will the monarch of
heaven be impofed upon by the pretended credentiaks of
falle embaffadors. Mr. BaT7Y's Sermom:

Firft printed in the year 1730.
B3 _
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AN 5

ADDRESS

.*

by the fequel.

TO THE

Univcrﬁty of Oxford.

GENTLEMEN,

Believe you will agree with me, that it
I is very juft and reafonable, to expect

{omething uncommon, in a fermon preach-
ed before the Univerfity of Oxford; the per-
fons who are appointed to entertain fuch a
Jearned audience, being fuppofed to be every -
way qualified for fuoch an honourable employ,
This expeftation of - mine naturally led me to
purchafe and perufe a fermon lately publifhed,

. which recommended itfelf by being preached

before that Univerfity, 1 was pleafed with
the hopes of being agreeably entertained and

Anftrofted by an addrefs to fo learned and -

polite an audience; but how far, and: for
what reafons, I was difappointed, will appear

F 4 ‘1



10§  Tbke Pillars of PRIESTCRAFT

Ichufe, Gentlemen, to addrefs myfelf on:
this oceafion to yow, who are undoubtedly
the moft competent judges of an affair of this
pature ;_ and becaunfe I apprehend it is in fome
meafure incumbent upon the Univerfify, to take

tare that no difcourfes (hould be preached before
~ 2hem, at leaft net publifhed fo the world, which
are deficient in point of juft reafoning or charity.

That the difcourfe above-mentioned is re-
markably deficient in both inftances, through-
out almoft every paragraph, is what, in my
opinion, appears not difficult to prove, to the
fatisfaction and conviftion of any, but thofe
who have the happinefs of the fame grofiund
learning and intellefts "as Mr. Betty: and all
fuch I freely leave to that vemerable Perfon,
who bath an undeniable right, and undoubted
authority, to infirué, reprove and exhort, direfl

and govern them.

_Inthe firft piace, Gentldmen, I think your

. orator fomewhat unhappy in the choice of

his text; .which, I fuppofe, he would infinu-
ate as a diving proof out of the holy writings
of the main pofition in his fermon, -viz the
divine inflitution of the minifiry : whereas there
is not the leaft foundation in the words them-
felves for any fuch fancy, they being appli-
: ’ cable
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cable to the apoftle St. Paxl himfelf, and no

oné individual perfon befides. In the begin-

ning of his epiftle he tells the Galatians, that -
he_ was an apofile, not of men, neither by men,

but by Fefus Chriff, and God the Father;

which is very little different from his nfual man-

ner of expreffion, as is evident if we review

the beginning of any of his epiltles, for in

- them he calls himfelf, an apoflle by the will

of God, an expreffion which is very eafy and

obvious, and which none who are acquaint-

ed with his hiftory could poffibly miftake :

the reafon why the apoftle varies from his

more general form of expreffion, in the begin-

ving. of his other epiftles, none need be a

firanger to, who “will give himfelf she

trouble of reading the whole chapter.

But what reference bath this to the infli-
tution of a miniftry feventeen centuries after 7'
- what conne&lion hath the appoimtment of St.
Paul to the apofilefbip, which certainly was
by the will of God, and' that revealed in a
particular and miraculous, manner, with the’
inflitution of Mr. Jofeph Betty to the memi--
Jirn? or how doth it follow, that becanfe the’
former was by divine appoiotment, that this’
is equally true comcerning the lattet 7 I fear
if Mr. B. bad' not taken arders tilt he'’

had the divine appointment intimated in the
‘ Fs words
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words of his text, the world muft have been
for ever deprived of his uylmﬂm.r, reprasfi and
exboriations.

'Butif it was mot our preacher’s intention
to make this ufe of his text, yet as he bath
feparated it from the words preceding and
following, it was very likely to be underftood
i fuch a fenfe, agreeable to the tenor of his
whole difcourfe. He ought in juftice there-
fore, to have exprefly guarded his audience
againft underftanding the words in that fenfe,
which his choice of them would naturally lead
“them to

After our anthor hath given us a fpecimen
of his profound judgment, in the choice of a
text which hath po relation at all to the

difcourfe whichis fuppofed to be founded on

3; for with equal reafon, and the fame
propricty, he might have chofe the firft verfe
of the firlt chapter of Gemefis; I fuppole he
had amiod to furprize his audience with fome-
what bngbt_aud wrcommon. 1 am indeed an
catire ftranger 1o the perfos and charaer of
our preacher, but upon readiag his firf pa-
“ragraph, 1 prefently imagined, that when he
was preparing this. great and wonderful per=
l'ormnce, he was fomewhat diffident of him-

felf;

“
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fAf and bis abilities, for which reafon, left
the andience thould immediately fetde them-
felves to fleep, he took extraordinary care,
and uacommon pains about it: certainly the
. wonderous dicoveries in this frft paragraph,
muft be the proda& of great fudy and ma-
‘tare deliberation ; there are fome very deep
‘and hidden things, which a genius lefs faga-
cious and profound than Mr. B —y's.
could hardly  difcover.. He tells us, that
*“ though the lovelinefs and beauty of religion
‘® are motwes flrong enough to engage the
¢ gfteem and admiration of the world ; though
¢ religion itfelf be highly agreeable to all the
¢ Jaws of reafon ; though it be neceflarily al-
% lowed to be the ornament and perfection of
 our natere, yet were its difpenfers entirely -
+ pnauthorized, had their precepts received
¢ no fanfion, nor they themfelves any com-
¢ miffion; were there indeed no divine po-
"« fitive isftitution, all the plaufible argu-
#< ments, all the powerful obligations, which
¢ are generally pleaded in its behalf, would
¢ then be very precarious and uncertain;*
i. ¢. in other words, that all our obliga:ions
o virtue and religion, which are founded upon
is intrinfick beauty and lovelinefs, upon its’
<onformity to the eternal nature and reafon.
Qf things, and moreover upon its bemg the
F 6 ex-
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exprefs will * of the Deity, who as the ag-
thor of our beings, hath an undoubted  right
to our obedience, yet that all thefe powoerful
otligations, would be wery precarious apd un-
certain, except the difpenfers of  thefe truths,
had bcen 'autho ized or received a commiffiom
to tell us, that we are obliged to a life of vir=
tue and religion.  Strange indeed ! that the cer-
tainty of our obligation to virtue and religion
fhould depend upon a perfon’s being autboriz-
ed or not_authoriz:d to tell-us our duty: this
is bad reafloning, but worfe divinity; and yet
no lefs a perfon-than a mafler of arts, and an
univerfity oratir, out of his abuedant zeal for
he kooweth not what, hath been pleafed to
:}ﬂ'g:re the world, that all their ebligations ro
religion, and the pecefflity of their obedience
to the precepts of chriftianity, which arife from
the moral fitnefs of the duties and virtues which
it recommends, and the relation which we bear
toa Deity, to cur felaw creatures, and to our-
J[elvesy which depend upon the nature and rea-

JSom

*.1 add this, becaufe if our -author hath any
meaning to this expreflion, bad 1heir P ecepts recéived
to fansiien, he malt, 1 think, mean, had not the
precepts which the "clergy deliver to the people
(which by the way are improperly called theirs,
becavfe if they deliver ‘none but what are agree«
able to the will of Chiift, and the rule .of the Gok
pel, they are the preceprs of Chrift, and not thein)
received the fandtion of divine authority,
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fon of sthings which s elernally - unalterabl,
neither to be changed or defiroyed by the caprice
of men, nor by the arbitrary will of the Deity
bimfelf : yet 1fay that the certainty of thefe
divine principles, and the neceflity of our con-
formity to them, depends upon an appoint-
ment and defignation of fome whim/ial and
chimerical powers, in the hands of a particular
fet of men. Whether by fuch a condu&, and
Juch principles, our preacher hath recommended -
the chriftian religion, and’the conflitution of
our church in: particalar, which-in their na-
ture and tendency they are imemfiflent with, and
direé&tly contrary to, I leave to the impartial
'Qorld to determine.

What he 1mmedmely adds, is not indeed

'8 confirmiation of what he hath faid, a thing
that is falfe, being for that reafor, incapable

of a confirmation; but our anthor points out

* his medning, in yet ftronger terms, by add-
ing ¢ a voluntary choice might indeed re-

“ commend, or a difcretionary power would

“ perhaps naturally enforce its dotrines; buf

* an abfolute neceflity of ateal obedience

¢ would be entirely cancelled.” A voluntary

choice yecummendings and a diferetionary p.wyr.

waturally enforcing, are. certainly flowers of

wniverfity-rhetorick ; perhaps indeed peculiar

to lhg fellows of Exon cellege. .1 fuppofe our

) author
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author means, that if chere ‘were fic . dijfpenfors
autborized o mltrolt us in cur holy religion,
yet that fome perfons would chufe o be vis-
toous, and others from pradential comfidera~
tions would conform to its precepts and dos.
trines; but yet that wpon the above-mentioned
fuppofition, an abfelute neceflity of a€tual cbe-
dience would be entirely cancelled. What!
not only cancelled, buot emtirely cancelled; in
the former paragraph he only teld us, that ex-
cept difpenfers were authorized, all the power-
Jul obligation to seligion would be precarioms
and uncertain: bus upos fecond thoughts, I
jmagine that appeared wo fawourable; wheres
fore he now adds, that the necellity of qur obe~
-dience would be chuuly cmelled. .

And by way of illuftration, our orator tells

¢ That the harth and more fevere pres

_“ cepts of chriftianity would cafily find teo
«.good a friend in our corrupted satures to be
“ rightly oblerved and embraced.” In my
@pinion, the words themfelves cllry their own
seafon along with them; the hw/ and mwre
' fevere precepts of religion, for that very res-
foa, and becaufe our waturss are corrupted, are
pot rightly emdraced and cbferwed by us; bue
then this doth by mo means follow, which
eur preacher intimates to ue, from- the wane

of mbmm and commiffioned difpenfors ; for

the
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the fuppofition, of. fuch authorized difpenfers
would be of no fervice to ws im the prefent
cafe ; for without all doubt, thefe barh and
Jevere precepts would find the fame good friend
in our corrupted matures, whether we had a
divinely commiffioned miniftry or mot: pei-
ther will the odd and fanciful obfervation which
is immediately fubjoined clear up this mattey
aul!. - ’

And though Mr. B. doth cnceive, (won-
drous modeft !) -that the truth of the above
affertions are too phialy evident to be denied;
yet feor fear others fthould not conceive in the
manner that he doth, ke is pleafed to guicken
and promote their conception with a familiay
ebfervation, ¢ That the moft proper advicés,
¢t the moft prudent counfels, the moft ufe-
s¢ ful: admonitions, unlefs given by a perfon
« who has a warrantable right of admonith-
“ ing, and an yacontefled power of inltruci-
% ing, are commoaly looked mpon a3 valea-
¢¢ fopable, trifting, and impertisent.” ¥From
heace our preacher would infer, that ezcept
the clergy had 2 warrantable pight of admo-
withing, 20d am uncontefted power of infiru&-
g, their preachiog would be looked upon as
wafcalomable, trifing, and impertinent,

S And
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And really, if I may fpeak my own opi-
nion of this matter, I do not apprehend that
the cafe differs much at prefent; for though
they are allowed to have a warrantable right,
and an uncontefted power of inftru&iag, yet
I fear their difconrfes are generally efteem'd,
and if mapaged in the fame manner as our
preacher’s, very delervedly, umfeafonable, tri-
Sling, and impertinent,

But becanfe Mr. B. conceives that this ob=
fervation confirms the truth of his affertions, it
may not beimproper to enquire into its na-
ture and pertinence.

It is certainly a very juft remark, that when
a perfon unafked interferes in the common
affairs of life, we penerally thiok him im-
pertinent, and his advice unfeafonable; but then
this will not, as I apprehend, be of any fer-
vice to Mr. B’s caufe; for if we afk or de-

fire the advife, T think then we very feldom,

(T, am fore we ought, never) efteém it wa-
Jfeafanable or impertinent 5 pay, T doubt not, bur
fuch a requeft would be looked upon by any
perfon, as a better warrant and power, than
any commiffion or warrant which another for-
ward to give his advice fhould pretend te from
heaven : but our preacher’s” obfervation muft

-

"
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Be enlarged, in order to do him aoy fervice,

for as it now ftands it anfwers no end; he -

muft obferve further, that the advices and
counfels of a perfon, who hath a warrantatle
right of admonifbing, are (and’ for that rea-

fon, 1 mean, becaufe he hath fuch right) well

received, are efteemed Jfrafomable and pertinent ;
and in the cafe before us, that this warrant-
able right cannot be'as well given by the
people who are to be inftruéted, as by divine
appointment, i. e ke muft obferve, that of
two perfons, the one of which hath his powwers
from the people, who'aré to be inftru@ed, who
authorize and pay him for fo doing; and of
the other, who pretends a divine’commiffion to
‘teach: I fay, he muft obferve, that the in-
© fruftions of the former are reckoned unfea-
fonable and impertinent, and thofe of the latter
attended with fuccefs. Except Mr. B, is pleafed

to obferve thus much, his obfervation might -

as well have been fpared ; for as it now ftands,
to ufe his own words, it is m;fmﬁua&b, trﬁng
and impertinent, . .

Qur preacher adds, ¢ The truths t'ﬁem;

¢ felves, how important foever, are generally -

¢ neglefted, and he that. teo zealoufly pro-
¢ pagates them is, not always undefervedly,
€ ill treated.” This, I thiok, is very oddly

cxprcﬂ'cd » for who would imagige that by tee
zealoufly,
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zealoufly, fhould be meant perfons not asutho-
rized? He goes on, ‘ But what if noifly aod
¢ impudent pretenders are juftly punifhed, for
¢ prefumptuonfly arrogating to themfelves #
¢"claim to which divine laws have never gi-
¢ ven, and to which human laws can never
¢ give, any title?” T am fomewhat at a lofs
to know ‘who are thefe noify and impudent pre-
denders; it maft certainly refer to thole ia
the former fentence who ftos zealoufly propa-
gated unfeafonable truths, bat then I think it
is ftrangely conneted : in the former fentence,
they are ill treated for propagating truth #e
zealoufly, in this traly, though he certainly
means the very fame perfons, and thofe guilty
of the very fame crimes, yet they are juftly
punifbed for arrogating a claim, to which divint
lows bave mever: given, and human laws mever
can give them g title.  But what, pray, is this
mighty claim, for the arrogating of which thefe

perfons are punithed, and to which divine laws °

have not, and human laws pever can give
atitle? All the claim already mentioned, and
to which this can poffibly refer, is that of
_ fome perfons inftru&ting others without a war-
rantable right; and it is eertainly fomewhat
~wery ftrange and unaccountable, that humas
laws cannot give a perfon a right of this na~
. tare. ‘That divine laws have never given noify
ard mpudcnt- pretender; any tide to teach and
inftsalt
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Isftroft others, 1 am indeed very ready to ace .
| koowledge; and this makes' me iaclinable to
believe, that our preacker’s minifiry is of meny
and nas of God, |

After this, our orator goes on in a very
moving and pathetic ftrain, to lament and
 mourn over “ fome venerable perfons, who
“ have an wundeniable right, an undoubted
“ authority, a legal commiffion, to teach and
4 inftru®, tw reprove and exhort, to direft
¢ and govern.” He hath not told us” who:
thefe venerable perfons are, but whoever they
are, I cannot fee any reafon we fhould pity
them, for it feems they are “ the angefs
* of God’s church, the ftars in his right hand,
¢ apd have a power fuperior to ® angels and
“ archangels themfelves ;” and doubﬂcfs,
thefe wonderful privilegess and powers are

able to fupport them under all their czlamit’
and diftrefs.

Bat what is it thet thefe venerable perfons
have an uwndoubted right to? It is, he tells
us, to teach and inftru&, to reprove and ex-
‘hort, and at JAt comes out, to direl? and

' goverm;

", ® T think our preacher fhould have atquainted
us with the nature of this power, and wlwremu
confifts, _ _
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govern ;- which ‘is, I fear,  the grand fecret and’
maia fpring of this mighty machine, which
gives motion-to all its parts:.io the former
Ppages, we had never a word abont govers-
ment, though were it not for the fake of this,

I imagine, we fhould not have heard any. th'mg
about warrantable. pewers to admonifb,. teach
and inflruét; 1 doubt not, thefe venerable pe:-
* fons would have been very eafy in ‘their de-
mands of fuch a power as the latter, and the
people as ‘eafy in the grant of it; but. when
once they come to talk about govermment, and
prefumptuoufly arrogate a-claimy to which nei-
ther divioe nor human. laws,, ever gave them
a title, no wonder then, that they meet with
that fcorn and contempt, which our preacher
Jaments in fuch a moving ftrain. But it feems,.
he is not willing barely to lament,. and de-
_plore their hard and unhappy fate;. ng, he.
Ahinks it not’unfeafonable ¢¢ to vindicate their:
% miffion, to prove their authonLy, and mage
““ mify their office;” and 1 think it not’
unfeafonable to. fee haw he I:mh acqvmtcd-
himfelk . -

He- ‘begins w:t‘h endeavpuring to demonfrate
(wondrous modeﬂy!) ¢ Firft, that God has:
% inftituted and eftablifhed a miniftry by Chrift!
¢ and his apomu, to aét between himfelf and:

. (13 maw
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®-mankind, in the great apd i 1mjorunt affair
. of their fah'anon.

“He begins the proof hereof with a remark,
that there have been priefts in all ages and na-
tions, and that thefe priefts ‘were conftantly
~ looked upon, in a pious fenfe, as fuccefsful
mediators between God and men.

Tt is indeed a trath too great %o be denied,

and at the fame time a mélancholy “inftance
of the. degeneracy of the buman mind, that in’

almotft all ages and nations of the world, there
have been fome perfons of an infamous cha~
rafter; who, to carty on fome mean and
bafe defigns,-to promote .théir .own .intereft,
vanity and pride, have taken advantage of the

‘weaknefs -and ignorance of their fellow-crea-, -

tures; and it is pot improbable to fuppofe,
fometimes under the particular dire@ion and
afliftance of their mafter the devil, whefe Jfor--
vanis they were, and whofe proper work and
bufinefs they were doing, have put jn practice

® A very odd expreffion .in a chriftian diviné_;'

for though our great bigh prief, and author of our

holy religion, s fliled the meciator between God .

-and men, jet to apply this charatter to the priet-
hood, and call it a piows fenfe, is an inftance of
Uncommon wanity and aweaknefi, not to call it
worfe,

all
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all poffible and plaufible arts to impole upon.
the judgmemt and imagimation +f mankind,
and ¥ainly pretended to greater degrees of
favour with. the deity, or fome imaginary fa-
perior beings, and under that pretence have
feduced their refpeQive followers and admirers.

- jato grofs and fcandalous errors, unworthy of
men, or of reafonable beings; infomuch that -
they forfeited their proper chara@er, and a&ted ‘
far bemeath the rank and dignity of inteHi-
gent creatures, by an abje? aad fervile fub- .
miffion of theic reafon and underRlanding, t
the guidance and direftion of their priefls,
#nd by a conformity to. all their filly trum-
pery and ridiculous rites, under the folfe and
equally foolifp notion of religion toward the
Gods. This hath been the conftant bufinefs,
this the true charatter of thofe priefis which
our orator refers to: but why he hath thought
proper to bring this miferable ftate and.con-
dition of maokind into our view, except it
be to raife our abhorrence againft thofe vike
feducers; ‘and their fucceflors ia the office, [
canpot poffibly imagiae; for-this, I hopeé, is
far frcm being a proof, that priefls are of &
divine appuntment; not oply far from beiag
a dirc& proof, but likewile fer from adding
the lealt force or firength to his argument.

But
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Bat having dose with thefe, our preacher
proceeds to tell us, that the true religion hath
had its miniflers,, if not from the beginning
of the world, yet certainly from the patri-"
qrcbal eges, and that the priefthood was lodg-
ed in the firlt-born, which be would infinuase.
as an argument of its.dignitys or, as he hath,
exprefled it, that the dignity of it was reputed
very great. In the preceding feion he tells.
us, that it was the bufinefls of the priefts,.
to teach, exhort, and infirué?, and here, oh.
-admirable difcovery! he fays the priefthood,
was lodged in the ® firft born, fo that they
were 4ings and priéfis. at the fame time; and
from heace he draws his argument for its
dignity. I wonder much who our preacher
would have to teach and inftroét his family,
but its mafler or head; ought not he there-
fore, who is its king, to be its prieft # Cer-
tainly none is fo fit .and proper far that. of-
dfice ; which, in my opinion, entirely deltroys
his curious_argument for its digoity, which
perhaps he was confcious -of :* for though he
fays, from bence it dish manifeflly appear ; yer

' ' - he

1 foppofe our preacher means the mafer of
#be family, for it is hardly to be imagined, that
the fir/h-born wms king of the family while his father
was living ; or that after his deceale. he was king

* in the family of his brethren.
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he immediately adds, but be this as it will;
ihtimating, as one would imagine, that ne
great ftrefs ought to be laid on it; and if he
is content thus eafily to yield up his own ar-
guments, I fee no reafon why I fhould be con.’
cerned for them : wherefore let us attend to
what follows, whichis, ¢ that the office was’
¢ really executed, and that to no infignificant
&¢ purpofe, that its threats were neither looked
¢ ypon as mere miceties or dreams, Bor its
s cenfures efteemed as altogether wain and
¢¢ ineffeciual, s, 1 think, indifputably certain,
¢¢ from the famous ftory of Abrabam and
“ Abimelech.” The office, as he -before de-
fcribed it, was to teach and exhort, but by
this which immediately follows, it feems to
be of a different and contrary pature, for he
talks of threats and cenfures.” But he hath
abufed Abrzham, and p:rwrted th . feripure
in a moft fcandalous manner, in the inftance
which he hath made ‘choice of as a divine
proof of the truth of his pofition; for if
Abrabam, as a pricfly did threaten and cenfuré
Abimelech, in the inftance before us, he too
. much, I fear, refembled fome pneﬁs of our
days, and was without all doubt a very wicked
prief for fo doing; for “Abimelech had the
teftimony of the deity himfelf,. that what he
did was done in the integrity of bis beart;
fee the fixth verfe of the fame twentieth of -
Gmg/l},-
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Genefis, which our author himfelf quotes: nay,
if. we more narrowly examine the hiftory, and
confider it accerding to the account which
our preacher hath given us of the priefibeod,
he feems entirely to have miltaken the cha-
rafler of the perfons; for Abimelech feems to
be the priefl, and not Adbrabum: however he
certainly affumed the office in reproving Abra-
ham; for he tells him in the ninth verfe, he
did deeds which he ought not to have done,
which was undoubtedly true. I hope when
our preacher is difpofed to favour us with
another fermon on the divine inflitution of
the pneﬂhood, he will pleafe to review this
inftance. .

In the mean time, as though he was fen-
fible that this inftance was nothing to the
purpofe, he tells us, ¢ that it will be more
¢ fully confirmed, by the confideration of
% Nsab’s blefling Shem, and curfing Cangan ;
¢ of Ifaac’s blefling Facob, and of Facob’s
s authoritatively difpenfing his paternal bene-
& di&tions to his children.” If it be con-
firmed at:all by thefe inftances, I very rea-
dily agree' with him, that it will be mire

| fully confirmed by the latter than the former;

though, I muft confefs, I am utterly at a Jofs
to know what the patriarchs blefing or rurfing
their children hath to do with the priegffbesd,

YOL.1 G except
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except it be that our orator wonld infinuate,
that our priefts have the fame powers now,
that the patriarchs bad then ; and ‘when Mr.
B or his brethren can give an irftance
of this their power, whén we Have reafon
not to look upon their zhreats das mere nice-
ties and dreams, or nof to efteem thelr con-
Jures altogether vain and incffectual, then, and
sot till then I fancy, will maokind believe
their divine inftitution, in the fenfe in which
he contends for it. But to keep up the hew

and appearance of an argument, our preacher -

adds, ¢ folemnly to pronounce a benedition
¢¢ in the name of the Lord Jehovah, is a
¢ full and undoubted at of authority, and
¢ can never be valid without an exprefs com-
¢ miffion from God.” What he means by
this, I profefs I know not, nor indeed is it yery
material. How the pronunciation of a bleffing,
which muft be either praying God to blefs,
or elfe a declaration that he will blefs, can
in any tolerable propriety of fpeech be called
an wndeubted aft of authority, is what I can
by no means comprehend; though I eafily
imagine, that none can truly declare that the
divine being will blefs any particular perfon,
cither in general, or in any particular inftance,
except he hath received an exprefs commiffion
to make fuch a declaration: but what then?
To what purpofe hath our orator afferted this,

s ~ 4nd
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and in fo 'pompeus and rhetorical a firain?
The reafon, if we are to have any, is ftill
behind, which is ufhered in with a * now
¢¢ that thele bleflings, and thefe curfes, were
¢¢ really minifterial afts, and muft be ablo-
¢¢ Jutely confidered -as fuch, is plain even to
¢ demonltration ; bevaufe when they were
4¢ once dclivered, it was not in the power
¢ of him by whom they were publithed,
¢ though ever fo willing, or ever fo paffio-
¢¢ pately defirous, to reverfe cr alter them.”
What our orator means by calling thefe mi-
-miflerial alts, where the whole ftrefs of the
affair lies, is hard to determine; the pature
of his argument requires him to mean, that
they are fuch alls as are pecwliar and confined
to the office of the prigfthood ; but then the
" reafon which he adds, is fo far from making
this matter plain, even to demonfiratiom, that
it makes it neither plain nor probable, nor doth
he mention any medium to prove it by : and
there is neither reafoning nor connedtion in
his argument ; for it doth not by any means
.appear, that becaufe the perfon promouwcing
#be bleffing could not reverfe it, that therefore
he afted in the chara&ter of a prigf. It is
true, indeed, this aét may in a proper fenfe
be called minifferial, i, e. that the perfon who
pronounced the blefling, did not at, as we

may fay, in propria pérfona, but as the mi-
G a2 nifler
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mifter of another, and as the publither of the
divine will ; which indeed is fufficiently prov-
ed by the reafon which our preacher gives,
¢hat it was not in his power to alter or
reverfe the bleffing ; but then what .can be in-
ferred from hence? Or what relation doth
this bear to the prieflbeed ? In the former
fenfe of the word, his reafon is no manner
of proof ; in the latter, though it be a proof,
yet it is nothing to the purpofe.

But moreover, if thefe ‘alls were entirely
miniflerial, and it was not in the power of
the publifber to alter the bleffing, how can
this be called an undoubted a&? of authority ?
How doth it argue either power or authority,
to deliver, or publfh the will of the di-
vine being, in any particular inftance; which
will, as to its effeéls, doth not depend upon
its being publithed or declared ; for if it could
not be altered afrer it was publithed, there
doth not feem to be the leaft reafon to fup-
pofe it would not equally have taken place,
if it mever had been publithed : but fuppofe
we grant our author even more than he de-
“fires, that the fate of the perfon did in fome
meafure depend upon the pronunciation of
thefe blefings and curfings, the divine being
having regard to thefe in the difpenfations of
his providence towards the particular perfoms
- ’ thus
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thus blefled or curfed, which I think feems
not improbable from the hiftory of the pa-
triarchs; but-then this, which muft be al-
lowed to be an undoubted at of authority,
a power of a fuperior nature to any thing
which our preacher contends for, who refolves
all this power into no powrr at all, viz. the
publithing and delivering the blefling, hath not
the lealt reference to the priefthood, or our
preacher’s argument.

The true ftate of this affair is, that the
patriarchs were favoured, by the divine being,
with a privilege, which. none fince them {ceng
to have epjoyed in fo great a latitude, of
blefling or curfing their immediate defcen-
dants ; but that this power extended to other
indifferent perfons, doth by no means appear ;
and fomething apalogous to this obtdins
among(t us even at this day, which hath
given rife to that common and well known
faying, that the curfe of a parent falls bea-
oy: but then in feveral inflances this ought
pot to be confidered under the charater of
& power, but rather as a mere privilege only,
of fire-feeing and declaring the divine counfel
and will. God ab osrigine defigned to blefs
Facb, for Facob, fays he, have 1 loved, and
Efau have 1 bated, even before they were
born, or had a being; it was therefore upoa

G 3 N Iﬂ.
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all accounts neceffary, that by fome means
or other, Facob (hould have the blefling of
his father; for if the patriarch had a&ually
bleffed Efau, as this was contrary to the will
and defign of the fupreme being, Jfzac’s blef-
fing would have been vain and ineffestual, and
would never have been confirmed by God-
Agreeably therefore to this privilege, granted
to the patriarchs by the divine being, of blef-
fing their offspring, fome peculiar circumftan-
ces in thar affair procured the declaration of
the blefling in favour of Facd, the perfon des
figoed to be blefled by God.

But what hath this privilege, peculiar tq
. the patriarchs, and to them not as prieffs,
but as perfons in a particular manner favoura
ed by the divine being, to do in the prefeng
cafe? What reference hath this to the prieff-
bocd? What foundation is there, either in
the nature of the thing, or in the holy writ.
ings, to imagine that they alted in the cha-
ralter and capacity of prigfs? Or even fup-
poling they did, yet where is the conneélion
between them thus ating, and the divine in-
flitution of a chriftian priefthood In our days,
which confeffedly hath no powers of this or
the like kind? I fhall therefore leave it, with
this farther remark only, that even in cir-
cumftances of a lefler and more indifferent

nature,
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nature, our preacher is miftaken; for I think
it will puzzle bhim to give us an inftance of
any one, who after the blefling was pub.
lithed, was paffienately defirous to reverfe it
and if he cannot, his pofition, as it now
ftands, is very lame and defeftive. What he
feems to refer to, is the affair between }]&a;
and his fons; but it doth by no means ap-
pear, from their hiflory in the holy writings,
that * Ifaac was at all willing, much lefs pof
fionately defirous to have it reverfed, but cer-
.tainly there muft be allowed to be a vaft
difference between the father and fon. But

this is mnot the firlt inftance our preacher

hath givea us, that he is above confulting
h“ é‘ézﬁ

@ It is indeed faid, that when Z/aac difcovered how
he had been impofed upon by Faco5, ‘and that
he had gwen him the blefling, which he dcﬁgn-
ad for Efex, that he trembled exceedingly ;  but
this is no argument of his defirg, nor indeed doth
it at all appear, that it was his defire, after Fa-
ok had the blefling, to reverfe or alter it, but
rather the contrary ; for we are told, in the fol-
lowing chapter, that at a time when there dothi
not appear to be any occafion for it (Jacod hav<
ing already had the blefling, and Haac had told
E/au, that by vittug of that blefling be fhould be
hlefled) | fay, we arg there told, that Jfaac called
243.:?5 azd blefled bim.

C 4 Buot
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But our preacher not willing to dwell on
the < fcanty begionings of a religious mi-
* piftry,” (though, by the way, according to

bis own account, thefe beginnings were not’

fo very feanty) and I having as litle inclina-
tion to dwell there as he, will very con-
tentedly follow him to thofe brighter times,
when our bleffed lord ¢ founded and efta-
¢ blifhed that church, which, our preacher
¢ affures us, all men muft enter into, who
¢ will be intitled to the benefits of Chrift’s

¢ incarnation, paffion and reflurretion.” I

profefs he is once more got above my reach; -

if he had been {o good to tell us what he
meant by entering into that church, or whe-
‘ther he meant joining in communion with
the prefent eftablithed church, which by the
rant that follows I fhrewdly fufpe&, I could
then have given fome anfwer to it; but till
he is pleafed to explain himfelf, I mult even
Jeave it as I found it.

He then proceeds to acquaint us with the
methods which our Lord made ufe of in the
eftablilhing his kingdom, which he doth in a
pompous and rhetorical ftrain; but if lefs re-
gard- had been had to this, and a greater to
the fenfe and meaning of the words, it might
have been altogether as well. In one line

he



s Sy

and OxTRODOXY fhaken. 124

ke tells us, that ¢ our Lord’s divine miffion
¢ was fully confirmed by his furprizing mi-
%¢ racles;” and in the next he adds, “¢ that
<¢ the great feal of heaven gave an authea-
“ tic teftimony to what he did:” where,
thoogh the expreflion is different, and he
would be thought ‘to convey a different idea
to his audience, yet certainly he means one
and the fame individual thing: but after this
follows, what every one, who hath read the
kiftory of our Lord in the holy gofpels, muft
know to be falfe, * that he was glorified
¢ by all that heard Yim.” Afterward he
acquaints us, that Chrift made choice of his
apoltles to preach his gofpel to mankiad, and
that after they had reccived their commiffien,
he tells us, *¢ that they refpectively propa-
% gated their uniform doétriaes, and impofed
% the oblervance of them mpon all chriftian
% converts, as ablolutely neceflary to falva-
“ jion.” Thefe are fome of our orator’s
flowers, which, in my opinion, need a fmalf
explanation ; for what thofe uniform do@rines
were, the obfervance of which were impofed
en the chriflian converts, as abfolutely necef-
fary to falvation, is fomewhart hard to deter-
mine. The manner of his exprefhion fecms
to refer to thofe doflrines of our holy reli~
glon, which are the articles of a chmiftian’s

faith or bclief, {eparate from his pradlice;

G5 and
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sad then thele spiform dfirines myl be re-
duced to this fingk one of the divine wiffion, ox
mefliahthip of Chrift. )

After he hath given ps a relation of the
3&s of the apeftikes, in the firlt plantiog and
{ettlement of the chriflian churches, he comes
to ¢ and laftly, to keep up a lawful fucceffiop
«¢ of men qualified to adorn and explain the
<¢ do&rines of that great and glorious high
« prieft, God their favioyr, in all things; and
« that nope might profanely intrude into the
< [anGuary of our Lord, or facrilegioufly jn-
<« gade the sltay of God, they confisute and
“ ordais oficers in fuch 2 regular fuberdina«
<¢ tiom, as thould be moft effeftual to preferye
«¢ g laftiog cftablifhment of peace and good go-
< gernment in the church of Chrift, which
& w3s to cootinwe 1ill all its faithfyl members
% fhould be triumphently received up into
¢ glory.” §He {cems_to have referved this to
the laff, as being the moft important and ma- .
serial altion of the apoftles, and certainly in-his
prefeut. argument, all that goes before is wa-
ﬁaﬁm&k trifling and impertinent. But that we.
may have a clear and juft potion of his argu-
~ weant, {for by the way, he hath simed at nose
before) let. us add what immediately follows,
whach is ¢ now, the adverfaries of our chyrch,
& guay hem, if they pleake, be informed, ar

<é ﬂlhﬂ'
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# rather fplly convipced, that from hence it is
% we recsive our power, from hence we claim
¢ our authority, from hepce we derive our
&¢ commiffion, and from heance allo, in a ve

¢ juftifiable fenfe, we fufficiently prove our

“¢ upinterrupsed fuccelfion.”

Here is a great fhow of words, and by
bis mow then, fomewhat like the appearancg
of an argument; but really there is nothing
but 2 mete empty thadow, without the fub-
ftance. He fags, the apoftles ordained offi-
cers in the chriftian chorches : and what then ?
What have thele officers to do with geuera-
ment and autherity? Or how doth it appear,
that becaule the apoftles ordained them, thag
they were to ordain others? This our preacher
ought to have proved, cither out of the holy
writings, or from the nature and defign of the
office; the only proof, which in the natore
of the thing, the point in debate i capable
of : but I imagise, that he was copfcious of

his want of proof ; for which reafon be thoughg

it proper to fubfticute fome bold affertions to
{upply the place of evidence. The truth is,
as it was inconfiftent with the defign of the
apoftles conflaatly to refide any where, whep
shey left- any particular place, where they hagl
met with fuccefs in making maoy converts to tire

sdigion of Chrilt, they lhwght proper to make .
G.6

. <hoice

-
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choice of fome perfons to fapply their place
in their abfence, to teach and inflrut theic
brethren, and confirm them in the principles
of their holy religion; but that they confer-
red any power or authority upon thefe perfons,
as our preacher would feem to intimate, doth
by no means appear: or that they had a right
of appointiog perfons to fucceed them in their
office, is very unlikely; for though great re-
gard was paid by the primitive chriftians, to
the judgment of the apofties, and for a very
good realon, becaufe they were divinely in-
Jpired, yet it doth not from heoce follow,
that equal regard was paid to thofe who fuc-
ceeded them. It is not improbable, for the
realons juft mentioned, that they fhould ap-
ply to the apoftles, to make choice of a fit
perfon to teach and inftruét them; and no
wonder likewife, that the apoftles ¢ compo-
< fed differences, determined coatroverlies,
“* received accufations, punifhed offenders;
. % and cenfured the fcandalous;” but if the
fame fpirit relted sot upon their fucceffors,
where is the reafon that the fame regard thould
be paid them? The people, no doubt, were
es proper judges, and in fome feafe more fo,
- who were the fittelt perfons to fupply the
place of the immediate fucceffors of the
apoftles, and were as capable to give them a
_ptwa' w0 uacb and u.:ﬂruﬂ them, as their pre-
decefiors
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deceffors in that office ; nay, it is undeniably
certain, that no predeceffor could commiffion
his fucceflor, tp teach and inftruét’ any par-
ficular church, ‘without the charches concur-
rence and appr?banon.

But {uppofe w‘c fhould grant our orator, that
it was cuﬂomary for the minifters of the gof-
pel, and them only, to examine all fuch aé
were candidates for that office, and upon theif
being fatisfied of their abilities to teach and
inflru’t others, to give them in an impropet
Jfenfe, & formal oerder to execute it: yet what
mighty fervice would this conceffion do hig
caofe? Or what realon have we to imagine,
that this cuftom had its rife from a divine
inftitution, when another more probable and
natural caufe may be affigned for it: for it
is mot at all unfikely, that the people might
judge it neceffary, that the abilities of fuch
candidates fhould be inquired into, and who
more competent judges of this than their teach:
ers? It may therefore be very eafily fuppofed,
that they left this affair entirely to them :
but if they made an ill ufe hereof, and by
their orders pretended to confer any poter
or authority, in a ftrit and proper fenfe of
the word, which the perfon had mot priof
to fuch their order, they abufed and deceived

both themfelves and the people; for what
. ﬁ;ﬂ.
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foundatian is there for this ? Or what poffible
reafon can he afﬁgncd ; why the['e perfons had
not the fame power and authonty to tcach
apd inftrp& magkind, beforg, 2s after they
received this order ? certainly the very fame ;
with this difference ‘only, that probably the
people withoyt this approbation of their mi-
mifters, would not he equally difpofed to at-
gend to their inftructiops : and if the conti-
puation of that ceremony of the laying on of
dands, which obtained in the firft ages of the
church, ch people igto this grror, it was con-
ginued tq very ill pu goﬁ: We g;ant, in-
deed, that the Holy Gboff was conferred by
laying on qf hands, but when the Holy Ghoft
was no langer confcrrcd, the laying on of
hands, was a2 mere form, and infi gmﬁcant ce-
remony ; and ‘if any was fo weak to imagine,
that by the continwance of this rite, any
powers were oonfertcd it would have been
much better, that it had been cnm'ely laid
afide; better, when the fubftance was gone,
that the fhadow had in like manner vanifth-
. ed and difappeared ; and if it had, poffibly
our preacher would not have been {o mil-
gaken about the imaginary power and autho-
. gity of the priefthood. But fuppofe we grant
our -author all that he can defite of aus, I
much queftion whether he will ever be able to
wake bis argument bear; for though we
thould
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Ganld allow it t9 be the will of onr I.ord
that pape fhould publifh his law but ﬂ;oﬁ.-
whom he appoiated, and that they, and they
paly, appoipt their fucceffory, and fo on tg
. the end of time; yet [ fear, notwithﬂapding
- what opr orater fays, that « from hence, i
 avery joftifiable fenfe, we fufficiently prove
¢ our uninterrupted fucgeffign,” (a- manner
of expreflian I do not very well anderfland)
that he will he at a geeat lols to prove hig
wninterrupted {ycceffion; for if ope link of
this long chajs fhauld happea o be broke,
sad ftrange if in fevepteen cegturies it bath
sat been broke at legft feyepteen times; down
- goes chriflianity end our boly religion at qnge,
I admire our preaches fhould place his owg
power and authority wpon fuch a weak and
faady foyndation; for it is certainly very ime
-probable, that he hath derived his powers in an
i nmyprcd jx«gﬁm £rom the apofties.

we ha.vc the _very {ame mﬁty, tha: was efta.
blithed in the apoftles days, which, fays he,
““ i3 plain even to demanftration, becaufe the
“ firft writers are fleot about apy new or
f¢ different inftitution :” but thisis a very odd
 way of demonftration as ever was heard of;
their {ilence about any gew or- different in-

_ ﬂuwu,dad: by mo mcans demonfirate, thag
; there
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ghere was none; for lhough the remark may
poflibly bave fome force in it, yet it can
never amount to demonfiration. Or how doth
Mr. B. know that no intimation hath been
given us hercof in fome writings that are
foft? But I wonder much, why our preacher
fhould refer us to councils, and the autho-
rity of fathers on this head; for if it was !
the will of our Lord, that thefe particular
oOffices fhould obtain in his charch, if he had
" laid that firefs on them, which our preacher -
feems to do, without all doabt, we fhould
have had an exprefs declarction of this in the
holy writings, the omly rule of a chriftian’s
faith and obedience, with a particular defcrip.
tion of the pature of their refpeSive offices, |
and the proper boundaries and lmits of the
bne, in contra-diftintion to the other: but
to make ufe of our author’s words, with a
{mall variation, to which I think I have muoch
the beft right, *¢ thefe being eatirely filent
& in this affair, it amounts to demonfira-
¢ tion, that the three orders of ecclefiaftics
¢ we now hdve, wcre never inftituted by |
< Chrift and his hely apoftics;” but ghat
this affair was left wholly iadifferent by them,
that chriftians might hereafier make choice
of fuch officers as would belt anfwer the |
end of religion, and at the fame time theuld be |
belt fuited 0 the different circumBances
of |




and OrTHODOXY fbaken. 137

of the feveral refpetive chriftian clinrches and
nations in the world. '

The paragraph which our author adds to
confirm his affertion, bath certainly fomething
in it very remarkable and uncommen, God for-
bid he fhould have many followers; ¢ that
¢ the truth of this, 7. e of the divine in-
¢ fticution of bifhops, priefts, and deacons,
¢ ftands upon the very fame bafis, and is con-
* firmed by the very fame arguments, by
* which the authority of fripture itfelf is
" ¢ demonftrated.” Ileave this to our preacher’s
ferious confideration-and review, wuhout any
remark.

But to proceed, I think our author had
much better have omitted the argument from
the promifcuous ufe of the terms, except he
bad given a more fatisfaltory anfwer to itj
for it is certain and undeniable, that no are
gument can be drawn for difins? offices from-
the ufe of diffiremt terms, if thefe differcnt
terms are promifcuoufly ufed, and indifferent-
ly applied to thefe fuppofed different officers :
I mean, that no argument from the mention

of the terms * &:jbop and elder In the holy
Wris

® Perhaps, the following inflance may .explain

this matter ; i there is mention made in any
is mat 'nppoé i me st
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writings, (which by the way, i3 the only ar-
gument made ufe of) is conclufive for a dif~
ferent order or office comprehended in and
denoted by the different terms, when they are
allowed to be indifferentdy applied to the

fame

author of the terms ‘conflable and Beadborough,
yet nonme, § believe, would imagine, that

merely begaufe he made ufe of twa words, that

he meant two, diftin& offices, but rather that he
meant ope and the fame by both, if he made a
promifcaous ufe of the terms, and indifferently ap-

jed them ta one and the fame perfon, calling

im fometimes a confable, and fometimes an head-
dorough : neither can T imagine any {0 weak to think,
that becaufe I fometimes call Mr. B. an orator,
and fometimes a. preacher, that I mean a different
perfon, or ditingt order; when it is certain, I
make an indifferent and promilcuous ufe of the
ur:-ls. and apply them to the fame individual
psrion.

But qur suthor {eems not ta have apprebended
the natare of the argument, or where the force
of the objedtion lies, which doth not confift in this
oply,” that ‘the promifcuons tfe of the terms, is §
dire& praof of ‘the identity of the offices ; but where
the matter, which i the prefent cafe, is left un-
fettled and undetermined by the apoftles, where
we have no exprefs declaration that the offices
ape differens or difiod, mor any thing in the na-.
tgre of the thipg which fuppofetl‘ fuch 3 difference,
there n6 ‘argument can be drawn from the ufe of
two different terms, if thefe terms are allowed at
the fame time to be indifferently and promifcu-
eufly ufed, - T "R

.
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fame indjvidugl perfoa; fo that he who is
called an elder, is called bifbsp, and wicg
verfa.

But our preacher not being difpofed  critie
cally to purfue this fruitful point, adds this
unan{werable remark, ¢ that what he hath
¢ advanced i3 ackmowledged by catholicke,
¢ by hereticksy by {chifmaticks, by men of
¢ oppofite interefts, different fentiments, and
¢ coptrary parties, who have all agreed to
¢ acknowledge the fad, as being infupera-
¢« bly overcome by the native evidence of
¢ tryth,” H what he hath advanced refers
to the divine inftitution of the three orders,
which I think it feebs to do; ¥ Mr. B. hath
afflurance enough to affert -this, there is no-
thing, I belicve, but what he may preml upos
himflf to fay.

After what hath been already fiid, | lhink
it needlefs v remark upon the yfe which he
‘hath made of the fathers; though, probably,
if a narrow inquiry was made into this affair,
our pregcher might appear as fullen as St. Fe-
rome, whom he is pleafed to compliment with
the charater; I fhall therefore beg leave to
pafs on to his fixteenth page, where, having

once eftablithed his pewer, he graws outra-' -

gtous, raves and rants in the moft fcanda-
lous

]
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Jous extravagant manper ; by virtue, fays he,
of their divine miffion, ¢ the evangelical prieft«
¢¢ hood tranflates us out of darknefs into God’s
¢ marvellous light ; raifes men from the earth,
“ and brings God bimfelf down from the
¢ regions of heaven. By bleffing vifible cle-
% ments, it makes them invifible grace. It
¢ difpofes of that body which was given for
¢ the life of the world, and that blood which
$¢ was poured out to redeem mens precious
% and immortal fouls, Oh miracle of good-
% pefs! oh adorable bounty of God! that
¢ fuch tranfcendent power fhould be given to
¢ the fons of finful men! what amazing dul-
¢ pefs is it therefore not to admire! what
¢ fhocking propbanensfs is it not to rewere fo
¢6 great an aothority!” and he immediately
adds, “ temporal princes have indeed a power
¢ to bind, but that affe@s the body only,
® whereas miniflerial power binds the. foul,
8¢ is extended beyond the grave, reaches even
% to heaven, and triumphs even with eternity
% jdfelf.”

. But now let us fee what we can make
of all this rant. That the evangelical pricft:
hood brings God bimfelf down frem she regions
of beaven, and by bleffing vifible elements, makes
. them invifible grace, is, in my opinjon, a very
oddexprefjonin a proteflant divine ; it fmells very

' ' ftrong
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firong of popery and tranfubflantiation, not withe
out a mixture of conjuration and legerdemain ¢
for no fooner are the words bec ¢ corpus
. (orin the corrupt conjuring flile, bocus pocus)
pronounced, the mighty wonder working words
from the mouth of the priefls, but the vifible
elements we are told, vanifh at once, and
what pray have we left in their room? why
it feems, invifible grace, or rather God himfelf;
for if our preacher did not defign him for
this purpofe, I cannot poffibly conceive, what
other reafon he had for bringing him down
Jrom the regions of beaven; and therefore well
might he in rapture and extafy cry out, oh
miracle! oh tranfcendent power! and well
might he call it Pocking prophanenefs not to
revere fo great an authority, an authority it
feems infinitely fuperior to that of kings, for
their power affeits the body only, but this fame
miniflerial power binds the foul, and is extended
beyond the grave, and triumphs with eternity
itfelf: fo that if his majefty, or the flate
fhould happen to be at variance with our
preacher or his brethren, 1 fear, they would
come off by the worlt; for though he might
bind their bodies, yet I dread to think what
a vaft and mighty revenge they would take;
a revenge, I doubt not, equal to the very ut-
moft extent of their power; which brings to
my mind the noble carl of Aarwick’s with,

which,
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which, upon otir predcher’s principles, is nel-
ther unfeafonable nor impertinent at prefeat.

® Ob might I live, to blefs the bappy day,
When Rome no more ufurps tyrannick fiway;
‘Or, that deny*d; may our defcendants fee
The land throughout from fuperflition free :
With kings, who fill an indspendent throne,
And know no power [upreme befides their own.

But fure our preacher is not in earnefl,
whea he thinks himfelf poffeffed of this mighty
power ; God forbid he - fhould have it, for I
fear he would make furious work : npay, [
am fomewhat in pain, left I fhould be made
to feel its dreadful and wondrous effeéts. [
* think whoever gave Mr. B. orders fhould
have previoully confulted the temper apd dil-
pofition of his mind, and not have intrufted
fo great a power in the hands of a perfon,
who feems fo very unfit for it; bat how-
ever, as he hath not that fame temporal power,
which he feems to defpife, which affets the
body, I am, methinks, pretty eafy, and fhould
not be very much concerned if he did try his
other power upon me ; though perhaps, I might
be in the wrong. for he fays, *¢ that it is
*¢ the very utmoft extravagance of madnefs, to

* Humfrey duke of Gloucefler.
7 ’ :‘ de-
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¢ defpife or deny a power, Without which we
¢ can hope for no ‘falvation.” How! not
hope for falvation withont the power of n
prict ?  Very fad truly: but hdw doth this
appear ? Why, for our comfort, the next fen-
tence begins with a for, .and there I fuppofe
we are to look for the reafon,. if perchance
we can find any, *for if mone, fays our
¢ preacher, none in a regular way, can enter
“ into the kingdom of heaven” (but by the
way, I hope none enter there by an irregular
way, or if they do, if.they are once ‘there,
I believe it is much the fame thing) ‘¢ un-
¢¢ lefs he be firft regenerated with water and
¢ the Holy Ghoft; if he that eateth not
¢ the fleth of the Lord, and drinketh not
¢¢ his blood, is abfolutely deprived of eternal
¢ life; and if it be by the balliwed and wp-
¢¢ lifted hands of the minifiry, that all thefe
¢¢ things muft be done; how can cither the
¢ inextinguithable fires of hell be avoided,
¢ or the radiant crowns of glory prepared
¢¢ for men in heaven be obtained, without
¢ their help and affiftance?”” We have abun-
dance of ifs here, and yet if any one be de-
ficient, I fear our preacher’s fine {cheme is
entirely deftroyed ; and according to Mr. B.’s
ufual maoner of reafoning, it would be no great
wonder, if they are all defellive. By the
firk aod fecond, I apprechend him to mear;.f
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if none can enter into the kingdom of heavea
except they are baptized, and receive the com-
munion : his argument and manner of reafon-
ing fuppofeth they cannot; whereas nothing
is more true than the reverfe, nay, our preacher
feems to be an entire ftranger to the prin-
ciples of that church whereof he is a mem-
ber and prieft, which never efteemed fap.
tifm, and the reccivipg the communion, necef-
fary to falvation, and much lefs according to
our preacher’s manner of expreffion, that he
who did not receive the communion was abfe-
lutely deprived of eternal life : nor doth there
feem to be the leaft foundation for this idl
Jfamcy of his in the holy writings, or in the
nature or reafon of the thing. Is baptifm,
or receiving the communion, recommended or
eoforced in any particular marner in the fcrip-
tures, upon chriftians? not in the leaft, there
is no firefs laid on them, nor are they prefed
upon us as our duty ; mentioned as fuch they
arc indeed, and that is all. As to the e-
chariff, 1 do not remember, that through-
out the whole gofpel or epiftles, the apoftles
do in a particular manner infi# upon this as
a chriftian duty; it is mentioned, I thiok,
but ooce by St. Pau/, and that is a bare
parration of the method obferved by our
Lord, in its primitive inftitntion; whereas
was the praltice hereof neceflary to falvations

be
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he would, withont all doubt, have recommen-
ded it in the flrogeft terms, and have fre-
quently preffed it upon Chriftians. And it is
a yet wilder imagination, to fuppofe bapiifm
neceffary to falvation; for as infanis them-
felves are incapable of having it done, if they
fhould die in their nonage, or when they
are adult, they fhould omit it upon fuppofi-
tion they had been baptized, when at the
fame time, we beg leave to fuppofe they
bhad not, this neceffarily makes their fal-
vation to depend not upon their. virtuous
or vicious conduét, but upon the will and
condué of another ; whichis fo precarious and
foolih a foundation, as is utterly unworthy
the God of infinite merey and wifdom. But
fuppofe we grant our orator his affertion
in both thefe particulars, which, by the way,

-he ought to have proved, and not place the

main ftrefs of the coatroverfy upon an if,
and then prefently tell us, he hath proved
the point in debate; yet except his other if
be proved true, which unfortunately for him
and -his caufe is manifeftly falfe, it will be
to no purpofe: * and if, fays he, it be by
¢ the hallowed and wuplifted hands of the mi-
% piftry, that all thefe things muft be doge,”
i e. that baptiflm and the facrament of the
fupper mult be adminiftered,

VOL. L - H .
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Tn anfwer to which, I beg leave to obferve,”
that there is not the lealt foundation in the.
holy .wri(ings, for us to fuppofe that baptifm.
ought to be adminiftred by the hands of the °
clergy only; nay, our preacher is condemned,
if not by his own, yet by the church of Rome,
which is too fond of power to fhare any part’
of it to the laity, but upon a jult and proper
occafion ; which, though it prefers the pradice
of bapul'm by the clergy, as moft agreeable
to order and decency, yet doth not efteem
this ¢fential to baptifm, fhe allowing it to .
be valid when bndmnmﬂered by the_hands of
a midwife; and certainly there is nothing in
the nawure of the thing, that it _cannot be
petformed as well and gf2ctually by the equal-

- ly ballowed and wplifted hands of the later
as the firmer. The fame holds good with
regard to the other !'acrament, but as I de-
fign to refume this argument before I con-
clude, I beg leave to difmifs it at prefent,
with this farther remark, that what hath been
elready faid, doth entirely deftroy the ima-
ginary force and ftrength of Mr. B’s reafoning .
wpon this head. |

We iare now arrived at our preacher’s fe-
cond obfervable, (any one but an univer-
fity orator, it is very probable, would hive

been
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“been content with the old word obfervation)
which is, ¢ that all oppofition to this mini-
¢ fhiy, really is, aod muft be looked upon
¢ as exceeding finful.” He begins his proof
of this point thus, ¢ if the religion of Chrilt
¢ cannot be duly propagated and performed
¢ without a conftant fucceifion of preachers and
<¢ miniflers ; if the office and fucceffion of the
¢« miniftry be attually implied and ioftituted
<¢.in the holy fcriptures; if thefe very men,
<¢ who by God's own appointment are the
¢ minifters of his word, are alfo the mini-
¢ fters of his holy facraments; if they who
*¢ have.laboured in the minifllry, without be-
¢¢ ing regularly appointed to it, have been
<< conflantly condemned by the whole church
-*¢ of Chrift; then it i_i; certain, that all op-
¢ pofition to this miniftry, is an oppofition

" *¢ o religion itfelf, and confequently muft be -

“ a fin.” Butif all thefe ifs fhould prove
to. be falle, which it would be no difficule
matter to make appear; nay, I doubt not but
moft of them appear fo already, then the
conlequence drawn from them is weak and
mvalid; nay, if all of th:m are allowed to
be trae, yet no fuch conclufion can be juftly

* - drawn from {y¢h premies: fos upen fuppo-

fition of their truth, how will Mr. B. make
it appear, that all oppofition to this mini-
flry, is an oppofition to religion itfelf 2 None

H 2 ' are
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are fo foolih to oppofe a minifter of the
gofpel, merely as fuch ; for where is the wrong
done to any people or party in being tanght
“or inftru&ted ! or why fhould they oppofe fuch
for no reafon? No; our preacher hath cer-
tainly miftaken the true ftate of the cafe.
If the minifters of the golpel do not a& agree-
ably to their chara&er and profeffion, if in- -
ftead of teaching and inflrudling, they are only
defirous of rule and gevernment, no wonder
they are oppofed, and certainly not without

jult reafon, and confequently this is far from
" being an oppofition to religion itfelf. ‘To
which, in anfwer to his premifes, I beg leave
to add, that if thefe men had never been
born, our holy religion would have been duly
propagated and performed, with equal, or ra-
.ther greater fuccefs; perhaps indeed, by per-
fons not. regularly appointed, in the fenfe of
our preacher ; and perhaps, for want of fuch
an appointment, they might bhave been con-
demned by fome very weak and ambitious men 3
.yet this would have done them no differvice,

nor have been any hindrance to the progrefs of
our holy religion.

But our author was perhaps conlcious, that
what he advanced was no fervice to his cavofe ;
he goes in his next feftion a ftep- farther :
<« But farther, fays he, if Chrift has received

3 . mean




[l
€
'
.
ac

R
&
€
I
<

13

(1]
&€
'
"
&
13
(11
(13

and OrTHODOXY fhoken. 149

men to falvation upon terms and com-
ditions propofed and offered by him, not cal-
culated and contrived by them, then itis ne-
cefary that thefe terms and conditions hould
be nicely weighed, and ferioufly regarded;
if Chrilt has a power of making any in-
ftitutions, the impious confequence of de-
nying which I dare not purfue; if Chrift
([ fay) has a fufficient power, or 2 divine
right, of making any inftitutions, then cer-
tainly thefe inftitutions ought {riftly fo
be obferved. And laftly, if Chrift has a
right to our obedience, he has undoubtedlya
right to prefcribe the rules, the forms, the
meafures of that obedience; and for men
to violate thefe rules, would be a profana-

¢ tion of his laws ‘and injunétions, and there-

fore cannot but be a fcandalous comtempe
of heaven.”- 1 ¢annot but remark, that

this feCtion differs from the preceding ; in the
former, neither premifes nor cmclufion were
true, but in this they are both fo; but at the
fame time, they are attended with this unhap-
pinefs, that they are nothing at all to the:
purpofe ; therefore our preacher is difpofed to-
_ try it again, to fee whether he can mend tha, )
matter at the third trial.

s Agam, fays he, if chnﬁiknit‘y itfelf en»

“ titles us to falvation, no.otherwife than azit.

H3 l‘i._
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% is a covenant of grace, if the only ade-
¢ quate and proper obedience to chrift’s laws
“ is friQly obeying them in the very fame
¢ fenfe that Chrift really intended them; if
¢« for very wcighty reafons we are obliged
% to affent to fome of Chrift’s dotrines, in
¢ the fame fenfe in which he taught them,
« it will alfo for the very fame realons fol-
¢ Jow, that we are indifpenfibly obliged to
% obey fome - of his inftitations in the very
¢ {ame manner in which he has prefcribed
“ them ™ This feftion is of the fame na-
_ture with the preceding, both its premifes and
conclufion are true, but have no relation to
the prefent argument, wherefore our preather
is willing to try it ence more. ¢ Gnce more,
¢ fays he, either divine inflitutions are to be
*¢ complied with, or they are not. If they
"% are not, (why I pray) may not divine re-
¢ velation alfo be laid afide ? This we are
‘¢ fure of, they ftand on the very fame ‘foun-
& dation ; the reafon and pature of 1théir
¢ obligations are perfe@tly and entirely the
¢ fame, they are both the indifpatable will of
- & God difcoyered to mankind; the one of
¢ them to be nicely obferved, the other to
¢ be fully believed. If, therefure, we are
4 not bound te comply with his will in the
& one cale, it will feem very difficult, to any
& impartizl judge, to determine wpon what
5 oo ‘¢« grounds



and OrTHODOXY fhaken. 151

¢ grounds we are obliged tofubmit to it in
‘¢¢ the other.”,

!

Here, I muft confefs, I am fomewhat at a
lofs to know what our preacher drives at:
fuppole we grant, which I believe none will
deny, that divine inflitutions are to be com-
plied with ; what then ? What fervice will it

"do him ? Why then, the order of the prieft-

hood mult be complied with; but what is
meant by complied with? Doth any one re-
fufe to be taught or inflrufled? But perhaps
this is pot fufficient; for befides this, they
muft fubmit to be rwled and goverred: but
this is a thing of a quite different and con-
trary nature, which is by no means efential,
proper, or fit for the office of the priefthood 3
no wonder therefore, if they are not complied
with here. Butif any one fhould be fo fullen
to deny, that divine inftitutions are to be com-

* plied with; What then? fays our preacher,

¢ why, pray, may not divine revelation alfo,
¢ be laid afide? And perhaps, the fame

- perfons may be willing to - oblige Rim in this
-inftance alfo; and what then? Why then

nothing at all. It was certainly our
author's bufinefs, to have proved thefe prin-
ciples, and then have applied them in a firick
proper way of reafoning and argument, aod

ot talk with his ifs and ands, in {ucha loofe,,

H 4 Falk-
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rambling way, about an affair which hath long
been, and, I doubt not, ever will be, matter
of debate. ¥

Our preacher having trifled fo long under
this head, is willing at laft ¢ briefly and ef-
¢ feltually to difpatch it ;" and, I confefs, I
think it time ; Jet us therefore attend to him,
and fee how he acquits himfelf: he adds,
¢¢ If thie power, the mifffon, the aunthority of
¢ the miniltry be conftituted of Hheaven; if
¢ it Be'commanded of God for a perpetual
‘¢ ordinance ; if it be impofed upon us by
¢t Him, whom all things in heaven and earth
¢ giadly obey; if it Be appointed’ to be for
s¢ ever obferved in his church, woe! eter-
“ nal woe he to him that fighteth againft
« God'l- THhe true, the Humble, the
< pious chrififan; can no mere be the crea-
« ture. of his own frail * opinions, than he
* can be the author of his own eternal falva-
¢ tion.” This i§ as little to the purpofe as

® Tt ib certainly a very mean argument, either
of piety or humility, for a* perfon to be guided.
by the opinion of others 3 o that upon a ftrifler
enquiry intb this affair, I' doubt not but our preacher
wil allow it to bethe duty of every chriftian to Be
guided and aluated by his own fentiments, though
really -pever fo weak in themfelves, or in the opi-
nion of others,

.y
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any- thing that goes before ; our preacher feems
to be contending only with fome adverfaries
of his own fancy and imagination only; for,
I dare fay, no perfon living would oppofe the
preachiers of the gofpel fo long as they kept:
within their proper province ; his eternal woes:
might therefore have well been fpared for thof?,
‘who, for jufter reafons, are.the.obje@s of his-
difpleafure.. s ' o

We: are now at laft happily arrived to-
our preacher’s third and laft obfervable,
which is, ¢ that no excnfe can poffibly be
¢¢ found out by men, which will induce God-
¢ to pardon thofe that obftinately perfevere. -
¢ in.oppofing. the eftablithed miniftry.”

I'am really weary- of following our-authos;.
ftep by ftep, through his feveral wanderings,.
I fhall” therefore beg-leave only to make fome-
general remarks on this head, not forgetting .
to take particular notice of what appears moft:
remarkable; with a promife, that if ever it be
required, 1 will fubmit to the. drudgery. of
examining every individoal. paragraph, and!
doubt not to point out the folly and iocon~
fequence of- his: reafonings, 1. might have faid *
ravings, throughout almeft every fentence, jo
the fatisfaltion. of aay reafonable peifon.. -

Hs ] _ In.
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In the mean time I beg leave to obferve,
that.our preacher is an entire ftranger to the
.matirre of fchifm, which he makes to confift
in a feparation from the efablifbed church of
a country, whereas nothing is more true,. than

this is falle,

A feparation, or the not joining ia commu-
nion ,with the eftablithed church, is in itfelf
a thing of an harmlefs inoocent nature, and
ought by no means to be confidered in the
‘odious light 'whereia our orator reprefents it.
Is not the diffenter a chriftian equally with our
felves ? Doth not he equally believe that Jefus
is the meffiah ? Doth not he equally depend:

- upon the merits and interceffion of the fame *
common faviour and mediator, for his accep-
.tance with God? Have we not one hope,,
.one faith, one baptiim? Where then is the
difference between us, or where doth fchifm:
lie? Why, it feems he differs from us about
the ufe and fignificancy of fome external modes
and cevemonies, which, itis agreed on all hands,
are not at all #fential to our holy religion:
but this- difference in opintons. is no matter
of ftrife and. contention, and though he dif-
agrees eoncerning thefe leffer wrifling things,,
yet he flill continues in. peace and charity.
with us;, fo that here is no . rmdmg the body .
ot of.
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‘of Chrift, or deftroying that harmony, ‘uniom
and peace which ought to obtain among the
followers of the bleffed Jefus. But perhaps
it may be objected farther, that he doth nov
Jjoin in communion with us, which, though
granted, does not prevent, or cut him off,.
from being a member of the fame wndivided:
Body; for though he joins in communion withs
thofe, whofe modes of worfhip are in his opi~
nion, more agreeable to the wil] of our Lerd,.
yet he may ia a f{iri€ and proper fenfe be faid!
to be in union with us, and that equallyfo,.
as if he fhould receive the communion in our
* churches, and accordiog to-our manner.. The:
~ nature of fchifm, which the apoftle fo earneflly:
guarded us againft, confifls in a facfioms con~
tentious temper, and difpofition of . mind, dif-
covering itfelf in our malice, eavy, or hatred!
again®t our brethren, againft thofe members.
of Chrift’s holy body, whom.it is eur dury
* to love, cherifh; and affift: this is traly fchilm,.
-of which the members of the fatme particys
- Jar religious fociety are as capable, as-ihofe:
- of differént communions ; and' this, according:
o our preacher’s del¢iiption. of fchifm,y ¢ i
s« dire€tly oppofite Yo that fpirit of love andi
- % ynion, that -meéeknefs .and goeodnefs, that
44 gandour and tendernefs, that patience a2ndi
“inng {uffering, which is. 'the Ecenﬁan nmll,.
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¢« the diflinguithing charaer, the bright and
< effential badge of Chift's difciples.”

A perfon of this temper and difpofitior of
mind, is a fihifmatick, in the frick. and’ pro-
per fenfe of the word; but he that differs

‘from his brethren in {mall'and trifling mat-
ters, though we fuppofe him to differ in what

' are generally effeemed the fundamentaks of
chriftianity, yet if he continues in charity. with:
" his brethren, (and a.meer difference in opinion
hathi certainly no natural tendency, to de-
firoy peace and charity amongft mankind), doth-
by no weans deferve the fevere charaller,
or treatment of a fchifmatick ; for the bonds:
of peace and love are not broken, nor thie body:

- of Chrift rent or divided, but the fame divihe

- harmony fubfifls,.as though they agreed in eves
ry the moft minute. particular:

But to purfue this argument a little farther,
the diffenters have an equal right-to infift upon
our agreement with their modes of worihip,
and our joining in communion with them,
and ta charge us with /chifm upon our re-
fufal : for what right or pretence have we to-
infift upon thei¢ compliance, mere than they
bave of ours? Perhaps it may be faid, that aur

"modes of worlhip are prefesrable to theirs ;.
but how doth this appear? "We iadeed think
' the
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- the one, and they, perhaps with equal res-

fon, think the contrary. But ther our aa-
thor fays, that we are the ¢flablifhed church,
and they ought to comply upon that account:
a weak argoment truly, and if it proves any
thing, proves too much ; for truth is not efta-
blithed by nomber, nor reafon by a majo-
rity; and though the minority in leffer in-
different matters, for the prefervation of ma-
twal peace and charity, ought to febmit to

- the majority, yet when this end is not to

be anfwered, as in the prefent cale, (for why

- muft any want of peace of charity be fop-

pofed to attend our different religious fenti-
ments) then the “argument is of no force,
and the minority may as well preferve their
chriftian libesty and freedom, there being no
seafon to the contrary.

But if the diffenter is obliged to pay that

. deference and regasd to the ¢fablifped church,

merely becaufe it is offablifbed, 1 fear our
preacher, if he had lived in 48, or goes but
on the other fide -of the Tweed, muft either *

~ venounce his religion, and thofe favourite prin-

ciples on which he lays fuch.a mighty firefs,
or elfe yield up his canfe-as entirely defence-

- befs; for the fame arguments on which he

founds the abfolute neceffity of conformity to
the dﬁ#MjM c&urcb of Epgland, are equally
valid
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valid ia Scotland, with relpeét 1o the kirks for,,
as he obferves, thongh with what juftice ap-
plied, I leave otbers to judge, * that the
¢ eternal and immmeable nature of things csa.
¢ pever be altered; and thar it is ablolute-
* ly impoffible that truth, siways fimple aod
< pniform, fhould ever become falthoed, or
% that falthood thould become heavenly truth.™

¢ As long therefore, adds he, as the church:
 requires no terms of communion, but whae
€ are in themfelves /owful (and no longer
¢ is it the true church of Chrift than when
% it does fo) as long as the church impofes
“ no articles either of faith or religion, but
% what are entirely confonant to the holy
% fcriptures; as long as the - agthorized mi-
¢ pifters preach no dotrines, but what are
« grounded upon thefe very fcriptures, fo long:
¢ will all oppofition to the ¢fablifbed miniftry,
¢ be a rending the body and bowels of our
« bleffed faviour, be a deftroying the peace,
¢ order and government of the church, be:
% a promoting the defigns of hell, and en~
% largiog the fpacious kmgdoms of intolerable
% darkoefs.”

But cannot this. be pleaded with as good
8. grace by a prefbyter of the kirk of Srotiand,
a3'by 2 priek of the chorch of England ? 1€

‘ R . thefe




and QuraoDORY fbaken. 1-59.

- thefe arguments, aad this plea are valid here,
they muft neceffarily be eftcemed equally va-
Jid there; for that the kirk of Sctland re~
quires anlzwful terms of communion, or im-
pofeth erticles of faith difbnant to the holy
fcriptures, or that their minifters preach doc-
- erines, which nre not grounded npon thefe
fcriptures, is what, ia my opinion, will not
be aflerted, much lefs proved in hafte: or
, fuppofe our peeacher fhould thiok fo, yet he
. feems to have entirely precluded himfelf from
the benefit of this plea, by telling us, *¢ That
¢« as for the plea of confcience, which men
¢¢.{o loudly trifle with in this important point,
- ¢¢.jt muft be fuperfeded by the only great
¢ and adequate rule of conlcience, which is.
€¢ no other than the fcriptare itfelf, which
¢« highly condemns all fchifans and [ parations,.
¢ and openly denounces the feverelt ana-
¢ themas againft them:” by which he would:
feem. to intimate, that in the prefent cafe,
there is no poffible relief, but that our obli-.
gation to a vifible union with the effablifbed
.church, is abfolutely and indifpenfably neceffa-
7y, and that mething can excule it; though
by reviewing the paragraph jult above quoted,.
one would be apt to imagine, that this is
not his feafe and opinion: for there he feems
to place our obligation to communion with the
eflabifbed church, wpon. this {uppofiiom, :l;:
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fhe requireth no wnlawful terms of commu-
pion. But then, who is to be-the judge ia.
this cafe, concerning the lawfuloefs or um-.
lawfulnefs of the terms required-? If the per-
fons themfelves, then I think owr author muift
admit, that their judging: the terms of com-
munion required to be unlawful, is-a fofficient:
excufe for their feparation. But I can hardly
fuppofe, he will' allow the’ liity power and-
- authority to judge in fpiritwal matters; no,.
this power mufl’ certainly be lodged in the
priefthood : but then, without al doubt, one
prieft who hath equal power and autho-
rity with another, hath an equal right of
judging for the laity; fo' that a French, ‘a.
Remifb, a Spanifb (or even a prieft before the.
reformation) has a right-of judging in the room.
of the people equal to Mr: Bm-)a

But notwithftanding I have examined’ our:
author’s meaning very exaltly, I am ftill*ae-
a lofs to know whether he doth allow any
thing whatever, to be a juft ground of fepa-
ration from the eflablifbed church; for though
by the paragraph laft referred to, he feems to
do it, yet prefently, as though he had made
too large a conceffion, he feems to retratt it,
by telling us, ¢ That the eternal nature of
¢ things is the fame, that notwithfanding
¢ people’s fcruples and pretences, fchifm ‘is

s fchilm
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& [chifm fill, and can never be made to be '
¢ union ;" and thea he adds the paragraph laft
quoted, *¢ that the plea of confcience muft
¢ be fuperfeded by the fcripture, the only
¢ great rule of conicience, which highly con-
¢ demns al// fchifms and feparations.” Here
again, he feems to own and deny it in the
fame breath : firft, he calls the fcripture the
great rule of confcience, intimating, as one
would imagine, that a chriftian ought to alt
purfuant to the guidance and direftion of
the fcripture, which is the very plea that all
our feparatifis ufe for their juflification; and
then immediately adds, that the fcripture high-
ly condemns all fthifms and feparations, which
intirely deftroys what he had juft granted:
for it is impoffible, that the fcripture thould
both' juffify and congdemn men in the fame in-
dividual alion; for if, as our feparatifts affure
us, that the fcripture is the rule of their con-
fcience in their feparation (whether this be
reality, or pretence, does no way concern us,
that muft be left to the great fearcher of
hearts) that fame fcripture cannot at the fame
time condemn them for feparating.

With regard to the truth and foundation
of this plea, whether, I mean, in their fepa~

“ration they aét according to the direction of

the fcr:pturc, is a queftion ‘of a different na-
ture 3



162  The Pillars of PrigsTerarr

ture; poffibly they may be miftaken concern-
ing the true fenfe and meaning of thofe particu-
lar parts of the holy writings, upon which their
feparation is grounded ; but if they have taken
due and proper means to inform their judg-
ment, and a& .in the integrity and fincerity
of their hearts, nothing is either more true
or more plain, than that they are excufable
for their error; and our preacher himfelf, I
doubt not, vpon fecond thoughts, will admit
the juftice of their plea, and acquit thém of
this grievous fin of fehifm: for who, T pray,
muft be judges, whether they underftand the
fcripture in its true and proper fenfe, they
or we? they without doubt have the fame right
to judge for themfelves, as we for onrfelves,
and an equal right to judge for us, as we
for them, ‘

The next thing which our preacher takes
notice of, is epifcopacy, and there he goes
on in his ufual ranting pompous ftrain: to
give him his due; he doth not aim at an
argument, 1 fhall therefore only point ont fome
+of his flowers. He fays, ¢ epilcopacy is the
“ wery pillar and foundation of all pure re-
¢ ligion, and the é¢f# and greateff, if not the
“¢ ¢nly fecurity of our prefent happy eftablith-
¢ ment,” If this be true, I am very forry

' fox
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for it; we are, I think, in a very unhappy
-condition, both our religien and the fate have

" -.but a very flender piliar and fupport. This

<account of our.religion and government, though
perhaps it may be agreeable to the charatter
of an Oxonian grater, is certainly unbecom-

« ing a chriflian divine, and a true Englifiman :
I truft in God our holy religion® hath a much -
fironger pillar and foundation, and would fub-
fift in all its gurity, and fplendor, if there
was no lifhep in beiog: nay, I ceaonot dif-
cover any reafon we have to boaft of greater
purity than our neighbours 4n the nwrih, or
our brethren of the refirmed churches abroad.
As to our .prefent. happy eflablifpment, if etif-
capacy was its only, or iss deffy or grearft
fecurity, I fhould fincerely mourn over. and

. Jament its weak condition. . Nor, by the way,
can I fee any reafon why our preacher fhould
mention this, if he did not defiga it as a ta-
cit refletion upon the diffenters for their want
of hyalty; and if fo, he doth, in my apinion,

- deferve .a fevere rebukte; for they, to their
bonour, and our Jbame be it {poken, have al-

. ways approved themfelees to be hearty friends
‘to the prefeat happy eftablithment.

Much of the fame .natuse with -the fore-

L .going, is what follows in the fame page,

"% the fpiritual powers that be, are ordainc%
LA+
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¢ of God; to rebel againft them, is to rebel
¢¢ againft heaven; to invade their authority, is
* to infringe upon Chrift’s peculiar property.
* And we have demonftrative arguments, drawn
¢¢ from the worth and excellency of the foul,
¢ to prove that our obligations to ecclefia-
‘ flical obedience, are ftronger than thofe
¢ that flow ecither from civil or natural re-
“ lations.” Our preacher feems here to be

got into the third heavens, or iato the gloomy
" regions, where, furrounded with clouds of thick
darknefs, he is far out of our reach: what

wavth, or excellency there is in ecclefiaflical obe- -

dience, or indeed what obedience is due, or
how any argument to this purpofe can be
drawn from the worth and excellency of the
foul, is all above my comprehenfion; but as
he thought it needlefs to mention his argu-
ments, I think it equally needlefs to give any
guels, or be at any concern about them, The
next remarkable thing our preacher prefents
us with, is-the charalter of thofe wife and
wicked perfons who have prefumed to inftruct
their brethren, without epifeopal ordination ;
and here he hath fet his invention on the
rack to abufe and wilify his brethren. One
would think it impoffible, that any thing in
the fhape of a man, much lefs a gentleman,
(though upon fecond thoughts,- there are not

many
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many. priefts who deferve the charaler)
thould difcover fo much malice, envy and rage
againft his innocent brethren, guilty only of
the imaginary crime of teaching others their
duty, without firft receiving an order from a -
bithop to do what they can as well do with-
out. “ They profane, fays he, the facred
“ funflion, and make a trifle of the moff
% dreadful fin. They crucify their blefled
¢ Lord afrefh, and put him to an open (hame:
¢ they are inceffant troublers and feducers
s¢ of the people: they are infallible fubver-
*< ters and deltroyers of fouls, They take.
¢ away all diltin&ion between the thepherd and
#¢ the flock. They are ufurpers of the broad
«¢ fea) of heaven. Blind as Samfom, they exert

. %< all their ftrength, to pull down the pillars of

s our ecclefiaftical conftitation ; ; and bold as
% Pbharton, with a glaring ignorance, and uncon-
¢¢ {cious impudence, they hurn wp the fpiritual
s¢ world.” After our preacher hath painted
4hem in thefe colours, no wonder he fhould
.add in the next paragraph, that * with regard

%¢ to thofe prefumptuoully arrogant teachers,

“ and their obftinately blind followers, charity
<¢ herfelf, that heaven-born virgin, repines

4¢ that it is not in her power to think fo
4¢ fayourably of them, as Origen did of their
4¢ father the devil, who fallly imagined he
“ might be faved.”

' Much

{
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Much of the fame nature and- firain is.

the laft which 1 fhall take potice of: ¢ Af-
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ter all, fays our preacher, how rigidly fe-
vere,. or exalted foever, our notions of a
divine miffion, or the abfolute neceffity of
church government may feem; yet in cafe
of a real and abfolute, not a falfe and
pretended neceflity (not the daring and
prefumptuous plea of the 4ir4, not the feign-
ed, but more plaufible excule of Geneva,
not the boafled moderation of thofe who
fallly call themfelves churches reformed) we
would not willingly think thofe men, who,
though uvnauthorized, pioufly preach the
religion of Jefus, to be guilty of facrilege,
or to incur the dreadful penalty of dam-
nation. Noj; in pity to their unavoidable
misfortune, in compaflion to their uncon-
querable neceffity, we confign them not
to the indolent ftate of a gloomy depriva-

' tion, nor fhall we commit them to the

mercilels and irreverfible fate of eternal
mifery. They are in the hands of a mer-
cifal creator, we leave them to their guardian
angels, and to that providence which conti-
nually preferveth all things.” ¥

1 believe thefe three paragraphs laft quoted

are originals in their kind; I.fcarce think

I © the
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they are to be parallcled. by any thing to
. be mer with, in any controverfial difpute,

fince that famous one which the devil had
with Michasl the archangel: and it is poffi-
ble, as being agrecable to his temper and
charater, that he might manage his difpute
againft the archangel, much in the fame maan-
ner that our preacher doth agaio{t his bre-
thren; but whesher fuch conduét is confiftent
with the charalter of a divine, a chriftian,
or a gentleman, 1 leave to the impartial world
to judge. As for mylelf, I profefs I ftand
amazed at his confummaté impudence, weak-

nels and uncharitablenefs ; for thongh I would -

kindly draw a veil over every buman ill, yet

in vain I flrive, in vain I labour to excufe him ;'

and if this be a fpecimen of univerfity reafon-
ing and charity, God forbid it thould have any
admirers or followers.

Our jpreacher hath at one ftroke configned

.to. eternal damnation about one third of the

Englifb nation, all Scotlend in general, with:
only a very {mall exception, the church and
{tate of Geneva, and the whole body of re-
Jormed churches abroad; and for what2 Why
only becaufe they happen to differ from him
in their opinion concerning the ufe, neceffity,
and divine inftitation of the epifiopal order;
wherein it is certain, except our preacher is

: in-

B |
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infallible, and I can hardly imagine him vain
cuough to pretend to it, they may be in the
right, and he in the wrong.

As for thofe amonglt us, who wickedly
and impioufly prefume to inftru& their brethren
in the principles of our holy religion, with
regard to fuch, I fay, and their blind followers,
it feems charity b.rfelf, that heavin-born vir-
gin, canoot think fo favourably as Origen
did of the devil; but I fear, that charity,
which cannot think thus favourably of them,
inftead of being an beaven-born virgin,

ought rather to be eftecmed an bell-born_

swhore.

_ As for the kirk of Scotland, whofe. plea it
feems is daring and prefumptuous; and Ge-
neva, though it hath a plaufible excufe, and
though the reformed churches have modera-
tion, yet thefe are guilty of no lefs than
Jacrilege, and incur the dreadful penalty of
¢ternal damnation. - But our preacher is not
willing to think (a manner of expreflion which
feems to intimate, that he is fomewhat du-
bious about it) thus hardly of thofe, who un-
der a real, abfolute, unconquerable, and un-
avoidable neceflity, (pray obferve how it is
guarded) though unauthsrized, do pisafly preach
. the religion of Jefus ¢ fuch he doth not
- ¢ confign

o
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¢ confign to the indolent flate of a gloomy
¢ deprivation, por commit to the mercilefs
¢ and irreverfible fate of eternal mifery.”
but yet notwithftanding this great peceflity,
it is obfervable how unwilling' he is they
fhould be faved ;_for he oply leaves them in
the hands of a merciful . crestor, and their
guardian angels, where I am in like manner
defirous to leave them and our oratsr too;
* for I thank God I have at laft done with
him, and perhaps, gentlemen, you think it time,
for it is not improbable that I have wearied
ouy I am fure 1 have myfelf, in following him
through all his wanderings, unchamablcnefs,
fcandal and raillery.

I thought it improper to deflroy the con-
netion of the remarks, by any particular ap-
plication to ycw, but now I beg leave to re-
fome my addrefs, and afk you how you think
your orator hath acquitted himfelf? Has he,
in the performance under our confideration,
bebaved like a fcholar, or a divine? He himfelf
tells us, methinks he might have had it more in
~ view, * that the gentleman, the {cholar, the
‘ wit, and the politician, the philofopher and
‘¢ the chrifiian, fhould complete the charadter,
¢t and exhauft the idea of a divine;” bat whae
there is peculiat to either of thefe charaders
io this difcourfe, lies, I fear, in a Very nur-

VOL. L I row
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-fow -compafs. Are ‘fach harangues as thele
any- credle ‘to ‘the univerflity ? or rather, if
they are encouraged, will not our nobility
and gentry fear to fend their fons thither,
‘left their teader minds, capable in their youih
of almoit my impreffion, fhould be poifoned
and corrupted -with {uch perwicious principles?
Principles not enly falfe in f{peculation, but
when reduced'to praflice, having a fatal and
‘natural tendency to-deftroy the peace of ewery
fociety. What encouragement, or rather what
-difcouragement, doth this give our gentry, for -
the endowment of fchools, .or places of K-
terature, or to join in ‘the expence, or dmy
way promote the education of one.of their poor
neighbour’s fons; when they are no fooner
fent to the univerfity, but prefemly they im-
bibe-falfe und pernicions netians of the grind-
~deur, power, and authority of a prief # Upon
which account, it ceafes t0 be @ wonder, that
after they have been infiructed in thefe prin~
ciples, by perfons fer whofe fuperior know-
ledge and learning, they have entertained a
‘great ‘veneration and eftesm, and at an age,
when they themfelves are incapable of judg-
iog between right or-wrong, truth or falthood ;
Ifay, it is no wonder, that when once they {
get ordersy they fhould be ‘puffed up with
pride, felf conceit and arrogance, and upon ac-
count of ‘their imaginary power and aunthority,
fhould look down with fcorn and contempt

aupon
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.apoa the laity, thiaking themfclves f{operior
to their patroms and all mankiad: and it is
. ¢hig, that doubilels gives rile to the bicker-
ings and quareels, {o common ‘between the
gfquire and the parfin in moft of our country
willages : this very eaiily and naturally accounts
for the ‘fmall progrefs of our holy religion,
aad the fmall fuccefs which attends the
preachers of ‘it : for when their heads are
turned with fancied powers, and inftead of in-
Nruing their parith ia théie duty toward
God, their difcourfes tend oaly to dire& them
in their. duty towardl themftives, no wonder,
that they meet with that foorn and contempt,
which theie arrogance and pride, and that
manifeft wbu/z, and pcrwrfm of their office, o‘fn
juftly defcrve.

Would it not, wpon thefe accouats, have
beem more sgreeable to whe charafter, of a
cbriftiom Wiwine, aod wn Oxomion -omator, -
{tead of attempting what he calls, the proof of
his miffion, and the divime inflitution, of the -
nifiry, to have proved what i certaialy of vdft-
ly move importance ; I mean the mfion and
meffiabjbip of our Lerd; and to have vindi-
dicared the drvine inflitution of chrifiianity it
felf, which at prefent, with grief and concern
1 fpeak it, feems to be the only fubje@® of
controverfial debate 2" If our preacher had done
{hu,he -had afted worthy of his charader,

12 and
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and had deferved the thaoks of every chri-

" ftian: but inftead of this, he hath done all
within his power to weaken and defiroy it, and
hath given the adverfaries of our holy reli-
gion an unanfweratle argument, if true, againft
its divine origin: nay, upon the fuppofed truth
of our author’s _principles, 1 will at any time
undertake to demonftrate the falthood of chri-
tianity, and fhall think it no hard tafk; for
his principles, when pur{ued through their joft
and natural confequences, which I have cha-
rity to think Mr. B. might not {ee, would
introduce nothing but confufion apd diforder
" joto the world, are diredtly conirary to the
peace, bappinefs, and good of fociety, and are
entirely ‘deflructive of all the civil and . religious
rights and privileges of maokind. Are we
therefore guilty of any wrong or injuftice to
fuch a religion, ia calling it dialdlical, inftead
of divine, and in judging it impoffible, that
fuch an inftitution fhould come from God,
which is fo contrary to the purity and per-
. ffection of his pature, whois a God of peace,
and in all his difpenfations confults the good
and benefit of his creatures? For it is in-
confiftent with all our notions of infipite wif-
dom and goodoefs, that the divine being
~ fhould fix the happinefs and falvation of man-
kind upon a fel/ib foundation, and make it
fo precaious an