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     We must admire the courage of the people who originally wrote and
published the articles collected in these four volumes that was published
in 1768. At that time it was still very dangerous to criticize the
established religion, and these volumes are a collection of older articles
that date back to the 1680s. So it is not surprising that many pretend to
be defending the very beliefs they were attacking.

     The only real miracle of the Christian religion is the fact that, in spite
of every horrible torture and death that the fiendish religious mind could
devise, progress has been made to the point where Christianity can now
be criticized with relative immunity. People may still suffer by being
ostracized by religious “friends,” and even, occasionally, loss of
employment by a religious owner or pious supervisor, but generally,
morality has advanced to the point where people can give their honest
opinions without fear of serious reprisals.

     And it is to those brave individuals who did speak and write the truth
as they saw it, at a time when Christian reprisals were indeed serious,
that we are forever indebted for the better world we now live in. But it
has been a slow progress. This collection of thoughts that was published
in 1768 would certainly have gotten the writers tortured and burned alive
had they been published two hundred years earlier – and it was those
brave thinkers who did get tortured and burned alive in earlier times that
these later ones escaped that fate. Remember that the Rev. Robert Taylor
was sent to prison in 1826 for his lectures showing that the Jesus myth
was based on Astrology, and that the phases of the year correspond
exactly with the religious holidays of the Christian religion.

     So it is with great pride that Bank of Wisdom republishes this
collection of brave writings by those who, in spite of great danger, could
not withhold their spleen against the most horrible system ever to darken
the pages of History.

Emmett F. Fields
Bank of Wisdom, LLC
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H E de@ of this C?ollcAion 
being to emancipatct the minds 

of men, and to free them from thok 
chains in which they have been brig held 
TV the e di&acekoth of%xfon an<1 3 
chrifkiinity, I beg leave to dedicate the 
firit volume to you : and I do it with 
great alacrity and pleafure, as I am- tho- 
roughly pe.rfuaded*$bat every atteppt to 
Eerve the glorious caufe of liberty and 
truth, will be acceptable to a man of your 

’ generous and excellent fpik 

In countries enfiaved, all truth is rigoi 
roufly fuppre&d, aH the avenues to re- 
ligious knowledge and free enquiry are 

A2 care- 



carefully blocked up ; and it is penal, 
fometimes capital, to gainray and oppok 
what power hath decreed and efiablifhed. 
A few ages ago, our own country was 
in the fame dolefi.11 condition ; when no- 
thing couId be published bat what f+- 

‘ported fuperfiition and tyranny, when the 
Priefis had the dire&ion of the prefi, 
and reflrained it to their own vik -pur- 
p&es ; to keep the propIe in ignvraqce 
End bcn,!cge\. Bd, thdiik5 to Eeavc-n ! 
<;ur lot .is Lkn in happier times : and 
the only way to pr&xve our liberty, is 
to a&-t it ; and to oppok all fuch prin- , 
ciples and praRices as are inconfifient 
with it, or which threaten and endanger 

-the lofs of it. 

The worth of liberty is inefcimable; 
1 it comprehends all human felicity : and 

it is impoffil$e lfor anJ; man to love G& 
odis country, who do& not fiudy to pro- 
mote. the principlts of liberty, and to ikrve 
its caule. Where liberty is gone, all is 
gone that is precious and daar to men ! 

’ For 



For this reafon, it may be jufily expeaed 
that all who are friends to mankind, will 
ever oppofk priefkraft and fpiritual’ ty- 
ranny, as thefe have been ever found the 
‘greateft foes to truth and the happinefs 
Of men. In the profeKors of chriitianity 
this is a moit indifpenfible duty, both 
from a regard to men’s temporal good, 
and from that concern which theybught 
to have for the honour and purity of 
their religion. It is certain that nothing 
has been a greater -hindrance to the re- 
ception of this religion among men, no- 
thing has mere o@ftro@ed its progrek , 
in the.world, than the abiizrd and kl’fiih 
do&rines, the fuperfiitious and -foolish 
prktices, which have been blended with 
it and fathered upon it. To free it from 

* thek, would bc: the means of recommend- 
ing it to all men : and it F very probable,, 
that when once it 4s feparated from all he- 
teroieneous and foreign mixtures, i:s di- 
vinity will be ackriowledged, and all men 

l will readily o ?,brace it. . 

A3 VVhen ’ 



* Ch DIIDICATIOPR 

When chrifiianit; ‘firit appearetf; it wa.s 
a light to the world; it comforted and l 

made glad the hearc of man : but the ‘ 
corruptions, inventions, and additions of 
after-ages, rendered it a djfgrace to hu- 

,hlan reafon, a burden and curfe to human 
kind. _ E’or many centuries it was buried- 
tmder filch a rnafs of ilperitition, that it 
could not be difiinguiihed from the wore 

. fort of+PaganiCm Self. In CbriJtetidom all 
was darltnefs, horror, and chains. Here 
.is an everlaaing reafon for oppofiog all 
Trie&s, and an aaanfwerable argument 
againit all their claims of power and au- 
thority. For, from the power and pride 9 
of prnits it wa,, c that all thefe terrible evils 
arofe. Not’content with being pafiors 
and minifiers according toAhe primitive 
iifiitution, they Tet up for Lords and 
Rulers : And when they were become 
mailers of all thipgs, and wielded both 
the Spiritual and civil fword, it was death 
and damnation to refifi them. 

Does it ndt highlyconcernall chrifiians, 
to know and confider thefe things ? If 

men . - 
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men had exercifed their reafon, or under- 
’ fiood their .jufi rights, their ch~~~mZ,,ber- 
ty ; could’ they pofflbly have been thus 
blinded and enflaved ? And is not this 
ample warning to all Protefiant States, 
that have in fame meafure recovered their 
liberty, to guard againit all priefily en- 
croachments, to break every remaining, 
yoke.; ad to encourage a fpirit of free - 
enquiry in their people, as what alone cati 
preferve and perpetuate their liberty ? Tf’ 
neither the bitter experience of pafi ages, 
nor the dreadful condition of Pop& 
aJlaa@~ chis,.&b .wbq?&= &% 
ad teach us witiom ; we mufi be the 
Mindefi, the moit inMible, the mofi 0x1~ 
pid and infatuated of all people. ‘ ’ 

Of !ate years religious knowledge bath 
greatly encreafcd in this nation, and the I 
nature and defign of chrifcianity are now ‘*; 
better underRood than ever : but of what 
avail are. all our improvements in know- 
ledge, if we rnult Ml be Qaves to the laws 

4 and 
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and cultoms, the do&rines and pra&ices 
of dark and barbarous ages ? How can 
we blame P~tpfJi~ fo~~following Erudition, 
tho’ contrary to the light both of reafon 
and revelation, when we ourfelves are the 
moft profirate worfhippers of cufiom, and 
reverence error for antiquity’s fake ? Bet- 
ter be in ignorance, than thu 
#Truth in ~unri&t~xtfneG, to flak in our 
faces and condemn us ! 

Whoever compares the kriptures with 
the articles and canons of our national 
church, will fke how little we have of 
chriitian truth and liberty, and what re- 

. 
ma*kxz there itill are of pop@ corruption 
and tyran;ly. Can any man reconcile the 
sight of private judgment, and the apo- 
fiolical injun@ion to prove all tl(ngs, with . 
the tweketh article of the ,c~ux~ 3. by 
which the Priefts claim a power {ver all 
human underfianding, and by deny!ng 
us a right to think for ourielves, treat us 
as brute beafls? -4 

* Let 
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. Let them hew W, if they can, &w the 
ufe of reafon and their damning cree& 
agree ; and the canfifiency of curfing 21 
churches, or that it is lefs ihacking for 
men to damn their neighbourg in the 
work+ of God, than in an ale-hbufe or 

. a gin-fiop! ’ 

It can never be a juit: &fence of th& 
things, to tell us, that they are &Iz&‘z@d Jy 
Ziw. Human .authority is not the itan- 
dard of Truth; nor is it in t&power of 
any men to make that which b wrong, to 

.be &2&w. 4la-# car 
what wi: do not ieliib, or cannot digefi, 

*wcMd be lefs’ unnatural than a law corn-. 
Fanding us to believe-what we do not 
underfiand, or judge to be faNk. if-our 
laws are inconfiitent with rearon and 
truth and public good, have we pot 0 
right to abolik them ,Z lf not-; what a 
ridiculous and contemptible, what a baCe 
and unwortliy’nation are we, to boafi of 
knowledge and freedom Z, 

I sir, 



Sir, lc m&on not. tide things for 
yew i&r&iQn, but for your edificatioft $ 
SQ animate ad fort;+ ~4x1 in the noble 
~ppofition you have hitherto made to 
IpabZzJvd faNhood and fcllfy. In matters 
of Rrligion, neither the great vulgar, 
nor the fmall, have any concern what 

.they pmf& or a& Where h~nmr~, 
wahh~ and ptdkrments are annexed to 
any opinions, the great wifl 0x3 profefi 
a4 maintain them, how filfk and wicked 
fitr they be’; dilft truths that are at- 
tended with reproach and poverty, or 
any degree cf perkxmkn, will have few 
friends,fewadvomtes andftillowersin this 
world. But if there be a God, the love 
of truth is a fure title to his favaur : and ’ 
hereafter They fhall fiine with &‘I$- 
guifhed honour, that h&e itaod up for 
Truth and Liberty in a degenerate age ; 
and by their example, influence, and all 
their abilities, fiudied to promote their 
interefi amongfi men. Who would de- 

fert 
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1 ksu Co glorious a caulk, with iuch reward6 
j in proCpe& ? That you will never dekrt 
t it, I have the greateft reafon to believe 6 
: and Therefore I thus publicly declare 

nryfelelf’ to be, with great &em and 
I amon, 

Sr 8, 
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AbVER*T‘ISEMEN+. 
No man was ever more zealous in 

the c&e of civil nzzd m?z’giou~ Liberty 
than Mr. Baron. 

* The ,wh& bent- of his fiydies led 
:kim thkway-well did he underfiand 
tke caufe in its utmqfi extent-warm- 
! y wasJk a492katg&wHk~& GlFW48 

the &bje& of debateixnd zeAouffy 
indignant was be, when. he thought it 
tit&p’& or $I danger pf, fuby&ob. . ,.. .% L * . :I . 1 . ) . . / , . , . :* 

Could he haverefirained the ~~tiural 
impetuofity of his temper, no man 
would have had more friend9 or better 
dcrerved them.-With 
,and a few faults-whk 
the +vatip4 of an 13i 
$ei;eF- fi.& to .have 
*of vir,tu&Mr.-B aron p& thk ir&rek 
‘&t ,*f his, life in pen&ous ciscum- 
G&s -w fch n&her abated the ge- . ’ ‘h* 

1 . - 

ne&~s aid&r, or. o&came the laud- 
, able 



ADVERTISEMENT,- 

able independency of his fpirit. The6 . 
are virtues, which, when exerted 
in a low fphere, feldom bring their 
reward to the poffeffor; yet the@ with 
their bleired effe&, are all this good 
man left behind him for the conibla- 
tion and fupport of a widow and three* 
children. 

Virtus laudatw et alget. 
. 
Mr. Baron to the lafi moment of his . 

life retain’d a truly grateful knfe of his 
obligations to his friends.- Juit before 
he expired, (his gratitude _ firuggling 
with nature for exgrefiion) Thank, 
thank, fi&i he, nty friends for all they 
have, ani! q& that they are doingfor me. I) 

The public may depend on it that 
whatever profits may arife from the 
following work, they ihall be all faith- 
fully applied to the benefit of Mr. 
Baron’s family. 
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Preached upon the r 0th of rune, being the 
Birth-day of the Pretender, many years 
he. 

Firfi printed in th: year I 7 I 5. 
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I S A I A H lxvi. 7, 8. 

Before fie travhiled @e brcqht forth; tef~re 
her pain crime, fie was delivered of a man 
chiJd. 

h?ho bath bard j&b a thing ? Who bath ~ctz 
jicb th ‘ngr ? Shall the eivth be ma& lo 
bring forth in me day, or pail a aation be 
tom at once ? 

H E works of nature, which we 
every day contemplate, Jie within 
the compaC of our reafon, and if 
we cannot fee into their firit caufes, 

yet we can trace them in their powers and 
eff&s, fo as to be abie to give fame cafe 
and fatisfaeian to our natural defire afrer 
knowledge. Our obfervaGons on material ob- 
jet% being frequently repea~cd, and our !&f~s 
giving certain evidence of their truth, lead US 

into a competent ikill to jadge of the l-&e, 
progrefs, and decay of many Cubfiances, or 
naturnl beings. Various 31-e the infiances of 
this kind, in which we may &teJy Cay, that WC 
cannot be deceived, or that we ml;11 firfi for- 
feit both our fen&,’ and our reafon b t&e 
we can fu,Ter any delufion to pars upon us 
in there common occurrences. There are in- 

B2 deed 



4 The Pillars O~WRIESTCRAFT 

.deed fame truths which are equally certain 
with the&z more obvious ones, and in there one 
man may be more capable of being impofed 
upon than another, from the unequal degrees 
of knowledge, or the indifferent exercifes and 
attainments of their rational faculties ; but 
fii;l there are con~mon caf% in which every 
rnw above the clafs of an idqot is an equal 
judge, and wherein the clown and the philo- 
fopher are upon the fame level, 

If a man cannot tell what degrees of motion 
kindie a flnmc, yet he can certainly know 
as well as the befi naturalifi, that one flame 
will kindle b~hcr ; if he cannot tell how 
the food filpplies the body with additional 
paris for its p ;eiCrvation and incrcafe, yet he 
can perceive it is nourihed and increafed by 
the food that is conveyed into the veirels~ 
In thefe operations of nature, which are the 
obje3s of OEI- daily experience, we may lay it 
down as a maxim, that it is impoable to be 
deceived.L:And yet there is a cb~rcb, and a 
mighty one too, which in dire& contradiCtion 
to the evidence of fenfe, the natural refults 
of reafon, would, and does impofe the grofl%it 
cheats imr,ginable upon its members, under the 
notion that their J>Y;/~ are deceived in ehe 
mofi obvious and plain experiments in life* 
With them it is no dificulty, for a bdy to be 



and ORTHOD~XT j%ken. 5 

in ten thoufand places at one time, for the 
fubftance which you je, fee!, /k,//, and taJr, 
to be a different fubfiance to what all there 
fenks reprefent it to be ; or, in the inftance 
of my text, for a woman to bvizg fo, th, bcf9r.e 
fhe travails, a?ld be dclitvcred cf a nun rh!‘kf, 

btfwe her paiu comes. 

And now if we should add with the pro- 
phet, ~153 h.ls hem-d /u&h a ti:lx;, ‘IL~J ins /;I:~!z 

fkh things? Their anfwer is rezdy, the r~?*~?.:h 
out of its holy treafury of legends furniks 
us with a thoufand inftances equally improba- 
ble, equally contrndi&ory to the received no- 
tions, and certain experience of all nunkind. 
There are not only thofe who have heard of 
ohefe natural impofflbilities, but thofe who have 
j&z them, and will witnefs to their truth ; 
they have ocuZar demonzrators againfi common 
fenfe, , and beat$ky evidences innumcrsble for 
the proof of faAs which never have Ire?. 
The earth /jail be made to bring forth in oze 
day, and a naticn &/I Ee nr.;de at Lnce; th:t 
is, the ordinary methods of a beginning from 
fome certain principle, and a gradual encreafe 
by regular and natura1 means fhall be fuper- 
fedcd, and that which requires time, p.litls, 
and indultry for its growth, be formed alld 
perfeEted at one initant, or in fo kort a ipace 
as to be equally the objefl of wonder, as r-f 

B3 it 
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it had been produceJ and finished at OIIC~+ 

Such a cafe as this, in which i/Taiah appeals 
ICI the teftimony of the world, if ever they 
had b,.n:c! of, or feen /UC/J CI thing, is a flight 
and common matter with the &urch of’ Rome, 
whofe forge of miracles is always at work, 
dnd fo many conilnnt artificcrs employed in 
that pious drudgery, that though it has pro- 
(!uced wonder aCter wonder far thefe many 
a century, it ftill labours on, and with very 
iittle pains, and a competent flock of aKu- 
xnxe, Gill brings forth more and more, fo that 
they are now become like the multitude mcn- 
rioned in the Aevelritions, which no mnn car& 
iili?d’il-. Eut that ye, brethren, may be warn- 
ed from falling into the errors and fuperfii- 
t i:w~s of tr’ 0~2 zLh3 I.xiy ii2 cwait t3 deceive you9 
and that you may fly from the fnare, which is 
fet for the weak and ignorant; I fhall take 
occar;lon from the words I have named to you, 
:G Clew you in particular, 

KrJ, The monflrous abfurdity of that 
&rcill in its perpetual forgery of new mi- 
racle!, and how much it derogates from the 
honour and truth of chrijb’anity. 

And in the fecond place, I will plainly tell 
you the end and defign of their pretenfions to 
miracles. 

And 



dtnd ORTHODOXY jiaken. 7 

And in the lafi place, make a particular ap- 
plication of the words of my text, to the 
oc&on of the prefent time. 

Fir& then; It is abfurd in the cburrh of 
i?ome for to pretend to the exercife of a mi- 
raculous power in that filly and ridiculous mau- 
ner it does, and brings a very great difcredit 
upon mir-n&s themfc!ves, and PO refleCts a 
difhonour upon Cht-ijt and his followers, who 
never had recourfe to that method of convi&ion, 
but upon proper and extraordinary occafions. 
The miracles which were worked by our blef- 
fed fa’ilour, were ia trf&r;ony of his M@HI, 
that he came from Gall for thofe purpofes which 
he- informed his heare:s he did, and there- 
fore he very often for the truth of his mif- 
fion and do&irres appeals to his miracIes ;, 
as when he fays, if they WOSU not believe him, 
they @ovld &el!‘eve his wsrks. In the fame 
manner the +$/es have recourfe to the mighty 
works which they wrought for the confir- 
mation of th e rlo,%ine which they received 
from their mafter, and propagated izl his name. 
Aud certain it is, that whoever offers any 
thing to the belief of another, pretending that 
he comes from God, mufi have fome evident 
proof of his divine miihon : fince no man is 
obliged to believe him m.eerly upon his own 

334 teitimony, 
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tefiimony. For this would make way for a 
perpetual feries of delufion, if every pretender 
to divine infpiration was to be believed with- 
out proof. Now the proof is the extraordi- 
nary afi,rtance God affords to the perfon who 
xdlly comes in his name, and this aGfiance , 
appears either in the fpirit of prophecy, or 
the power of miracles ; both which, but efpe- 
cialjy the ldtter, were vifible in the apoitles, 
and were an evident confirmation of lhe doc- 
tr&es which they taught, 

Now there can be no occafion for new 
miracles, unl& there be ney defirines ; and 
here indeed the church of Rome feem to have 
mzde the firfi necerary, by their plentiful in- 
trodunion of the lattx. But have they really 
any of rhefe which may be depended upon ? 
Have rhey CL;pported their additional articles 
r;f faith with confirmatory works beyond the 
power of natural agents ? Here they glory, 
here they triutnph. Their flock of mirac!cs 
is iccxl;~u~tit:!~, fcjr there is not a 1-el:prq 
of theirs which hns not wrought mighty 
won:icrt, not a ~62.02 1-y /;l;:;t (for they l?I2litZ 
a JIi%tcl;ce) but that t!-ie curate of the pldce 
j?!i.:il tell you more miracles of his perform- 
ing, than you can read in all the nfl-is of the 
ap$!er. As if chriltianity wanr<d more evi- 
dews now a days, and that in a chrifiian 

country, 
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country, than when it was to ftruggle in its 
infancy againfi the cunning of the GYM&, the 
ob$%acy. of the yeu), and all the perverfenefs of 
a feduced, unenlightened world, But it is not 
only their living /;izir that do mighty things ; 
lhere refides a power even in their aks, in the 
minute0 trifles that the SD& ~HZ wore, to per- 
form the fame ; nay a hair of many of them 
has worked as powerfully at a hundred miles 
&fiance after their deceafe, as if they themklvcs 
had been prefent, and upon the fpot. As tk 
dunes of Scana’deg were to inff uence his foHowers 
‘to conquer their worldly enemies, Co thofe 
of their /bin/s by an equal virtue are pioufl)r 
bequeathed to fubduefitan, and *he powers ctf 
drrknefs:S Here indeed I ~pl upon a’ fad rub- 
je6t af‘lks z&d ~&&d&, but fuch a one ,a3 
dtfmes to “be difplayed in its proper colo~,~r~. 
How ,kamefully ridicuIous are even their owa 
accounts of their miracles ? Was it a worthg 
piece of the angelical minifiratjon, for aflgfb 

to go trotting over fea and land with a load 
of timber and ffoues of the firgin &+ry’r 
hx$e, Al1 at length they fet it down at L+ 
vttto, that it might be honoured’ wkh greater 
devotion ? This fiery feems the more fiIly, 
becaufe if it had flood iti the Lime pJace where 
it was built, their religion gives them a war- 
rant CO have YiGted it at any difiance, and 
the mzri;t of’ the gi&%a,nrP would have well 

Bs TKOrn- 



10 The Pillars of PRIESTCRAFT 
recompenc,ed the tedioufnefs of the journty 
1s it not a.goodly itory to tell of a faint that 
walked a vail way after his head was cut off, 
with it in his arms, reiting in fame places 
fo draw breath ? And yet any one would pafs 
for an inj.&Z that should doubt of this at Sj. 
Lhi?liS’S church. The miracles of the chri- 
ftian faith, were grave and iblemn afiions; 

- but what fcenical ridiculous itories, not to fag 
blafphemous ones, make up the miracles of 
their Gn-ts ! Again, the miracles of Chr$ 
and his apgy’lles were aEted in a public man- 
ner, in the view of all, and even before the 

date of their adverfaries; but moit of there 
wonders were tranfatied in corners, none be- 
ing witneKes but perfons concerned to own 
and vindicate the cheat : From hence it comes 
to pars, !hat they abound with To maqy fables 
of Ch$J!‘s appearing in the ho/l, fometimes 
as a child, and fometimes as crucified, when 
but very few of the whole company prefent 
were honoured wirh that amazing fight. Now 
when once it has been received as a truth 
that fomething miraculous may be performed 
among a great multkude, and yet may be only 
difcernible by a feleti number, it Coon becomes 
impiety to queition any the moft monfirous 
fi&t;on that can be invented; and thus a foun- 
dation is lajd for the jtqgh~ pricJhood to trump 
-up as many miracles as they pleafe> fince they 

may 



may be eafily furnifhed from their”ijftfta fbciety . 
with proper evidences. i* 

Further, the miracles of the chriitiaa 7 
faith were written in the times in which s 
they were aOed, to the end that enquiries 
might have been made itits their truth, or 
their falihood ; and the powers who then go- 
verned, being adverfaries to the chriftian faith 
if there had been any forgery, it had not ; 
only been fafe but meritorious for its enemies \ 
to have difcovered them, and publilhed them? 
‘to the world. But moR of the miracles of\ 
Rome, have slept with their pretended perfor- 
mers many years, if not ages, and; are never - 
h;eard of, till tfi-ey aye. GSWX from the- after& - 

. game dF* dikchry, and tiicri they are bla-. 
*zstied out. %vith mighty pcimp. and devotion. 
And here, when the inventor’s head is at work, 
he may as we11 trick. up’ his jbint, with a ’ 
hundred miracles as one ; nay he has the whole 
crtition before him, and nothing to obfiruti 
,his choice, and ib may pitch upon what won- 
ders he thinks moft likely to prove new an& * 
‘fa’kionable. But we. may fairly aik the que- - 
ition how it comes to pars, that in heretical : 
countries (as they are pleafed to call them) , 
where there is a greater necefiity for thofc mi- -. 
BICISS, and where they might be prove,!. if.: 
true, by. a more incontefinbie evidence, .fince : 



f' them. were not td be fu& 
of the/e mighty works do &k-w 

re they confined to I/ah, and *I 
2$&z,;-and mu‘& *we never be bleffed wirh one 
for the converfiori. of multitudes in Britnin? 
This gives good grounds to believe their 
whole account tom be a forgery, a bold irnpo- 
Jition of a cunning imperious prieJhood, work- 
ing upon the ignorance, the credulity, or the 
fears of the Lity. And indeed the contri- 
vers of -the& fiories -have not managed theic 
defign with fuch dexterity, as one migt-at: 
lqve expeCted from them ; for they have be,- 

‘.ltowed as mai3y. 3Wnders GXnetimes upon 
,one pm)m, as might have fiinted half an 
&order. And now, if any one is not fatisfied with 
fiin++s, and their performances, let him confider 
farther. whar conformity the prefent RG~LV 
bears to the anrirnt, and what a low debafed 
mimickry they h.ave reduced the Chrz/la’nn re- 
ligion to of Heathenifh fuperftition. It will 
bear, I fear, too jufi a parallel; let thofe wrho 
make it, trez&le at zhc effetts and coafe- 
quences, 

Yet there is Ml -fomething more dange- 
rous behind in thefe miracle-mongers sf the 
.&,$I cburth. For the piople being taugtrt 
to believe thefe forgeries, and the real mire. 



F 

fc+ both, and at the fame time’ 
*evident charaaers of fraud and 
*thefe~ fuppofed miracles, as convince them of 
&eir falfhood ; are thereby in danger of Suf- 
Z)efiing all the miracles of the gofpel to be 
of the fame fiamp, and only the artifices of 
a fet of cunning men, whofe defign was to 
delude the refi of mankind. This opens a 
way to direti Atheifm, fince finding the one 
falfe, they conclude the other to be fo too ; 

, ml *‘by confequence, cafi away all religion 
*at once, as a piece of political delufion, con- 
trived only for ~ the interefi of the deceivers. 
~JuRly Aherefore Bay we fay, that this prac- . 

+ church, pf &LW,. brings a &ire- 
$,ji&,&&$j&~&$~~&, - &d & f. far 

f&l -pi+&odng~ the Seal interefi of chriitia- 
p)ity, rhat it d&onowrs it to rhe greatefi de- 
gree; it being certain, that 40 much as the 
befi caufe is promoted by the -wo~fi means, 
6 much in the eye of the generality of judges 
it detrafis from the goodnefs of that caufe. 
Yet ve who are placed in a happier light, 
as we by this fee the falfe JGuh that reigns 
.* au that C~UIT~, fp we diftirrguilh the true one 
in a mofi particular manner, which cannot de- 
ceive, and which has given it us, as an indi- 
+ion of the,& of prrrdt;r:bn, that his ronli~fistJd 
be offer fhe pwer uf fafm, wi.4 all jhebur 

. 
4d 



And now, fince we have feen the abfurdity of 
&is pretended multiplication of miracles, and 
the dangerous coniequences that it has upon the 
chriltian faith, let me open to you the real end 
and defign that the church of,Rarn; has in all there ’ 
contrivances ; which was my fecond propofal. 

If we then go. beh”ind thk fcenes of this 
ridiculous pageantry, we &all fee the fprings. 
and m3vcmcnts that i;t this engine of fuper- 
flition at play, and d&cover the great. fecret 
of this myftery of iniquity. ?‘h? LehZWCllj YOU p 
may be fure does not play its tricks for no- 
thing ; there mufi be fomething to be gvt by 

/p i~itual ieJnerdemi2in, or the a&tom would ne- 
ver be at the pains of lhewinf: fo oftem ?‘he 
defign then of this continual fcene of mira- 
cles, is no other than interelt, which is of 
wo kinds ; $r$‘, the great gain that it beings ~ 
to the church ; and jmmdi~, the tyranny tnat 
it maintains over the minds of the people, 

Fi$ then ; though .the Aorn$3 church has-s. 
many ways of enriching itfelf, yet the fi,nts, 
and their feats, bring no fmali addition to the 
holy treaftq. Gregory’s dialogues firit be- 
gan the trade, which foon proved f’~ thrivh 

ing: 



ing a one, that the mailers of the myfiery were 
refolved not to part with it on any terms4 
The cafe of Demetrinrs, who made the filver 
fhrines for Diana, is much the fame with the 
priefts of Rome ; for Diana was proved a god- 
defs by no better arinment, than the ,ions OF 
that communion are proved /binis : the hea- 
then, indeed, was more plain and open in his 
dealing, when he fairly told his brethren, Sir.r, 
you know that by this crloft we havt our Tuealth, 
and then they found,a convincing reafon to cry 

L 0111, Grent is tht Diana of the Eph+-ms? Our 
fore-fathers have heard the fame in Eqland upon 
the like occafion : Grzat is St.. Becket of Canter- 
bury ! has been as popular and as gainful a cla- 
mour to the zealots of Ramr. The multitude 
of offerings from every degei of people, (fop 
none that-can give can be excufcd from giv- 

ing) vaitly encreafes the fanMied treafuries 
of every particular thu~ch, and at the fame time, 

- adds to the general ftock; for the pope be- 
ing himfelf a greater joint than any of the 
dead ones, mufi have a fhare in all the con- 
tributions to them. And here we mny take 
notice what lengths men will run^, when they 
once talG up a new vain iuperftirion ; for fince 
their trade commenced, Jbints have been ap- 
pointed, not only to every country, but to every 
houji, for every trade, and every dl>uJe. So 
that however poor and miferable the inhabi. 

2 tants 
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tants of any place are , they muit have a con- 
ftant tax to pay to the faint of the neigh- 
bourhood, or that of their profef?ion, or if they 
have an inclination to live well with the prie/EJ 
their maffers, to both. Thus is this kind of 
godlinefs in the literal fenfe, great gain, 

Now there is not one of a11 this train that 
ftuff the pontifical culendar, but has been a 
mighty wonder-worker, and has a fufficieet 
number of teflimonies to maintain his credit 
with the people. It is true, fame of them 
grow old and unfafhionable, but not from any 
decay of real power to do the fame great 
things they had done before ; but becauk 
the direoors of the holy machinery have got 
fame new impofior to amufe the vulgar; and 
it is well known, that new /b&ztr, and new 
reliques bear a great price at their markets; 
BeGde that, faintfiip itfelf cofls very dear, 
and whatever may be gained afterwards by 
the bargain, the j&s family, and the religi- 
uus houfe where he is to keep his refidence, 
and perform his miracles; pay fufficiently to 
the apoJoZic4 chamber for his admittance into 
tha$ dignified order. So that the’ power of 
working miracles is firfi Cold at a lump by 
his holinefs, and then retailed out by the pur- 
chafers to their cuitomers. Such are the ar- 
?t*&es of the x&car ‘of 51, PM-; thefe the de- 

lu iions 



~~~ORTHODOXY finken. “7 
luiions of an avaricious infatiable pack c&prieJis, 
to maintain the outward fpIendor and mag- 
nificence of their church, that the inward de- 
feats of purity of faith and doBrines, may be 
the lefs pryed into and obferved; Which leads 
me to the Gzcond end of their multiplication 
of miracles, which is, * 

To preferve an arbitrary tyranny over the 
minds of the people. The chrrrch of Rome well 
knows that no tyranny is more abfolute than 

&wj’itiopl, that when it has once taken root 
in the- ‘foul; it. grdws and fiouriihes into a thou- 
&nd abfurdities, and is hardly removeable with- 

S out taking away that religion itfelf upon which 
it is grafted. This then is to he cherifhed 
gaQ $!ept m I ti the b&# ++%? && &Suded 
%r&&rs43~ &tStihu~f &eti oi I%fe appear- 
ances, that itrike an awe upon their fenfes, 
and fire their imaginations with ideas of ter- 
ror and admiration. Hence proceed all their 
folemn pomp of feftivals, their procefions, and 
their publick exhibitions of their f%nts. The 
poor wretches have not time left them to exa- 
mine into one gaudy wonder (if they were 
inclined to it) before another firikes upon them 
with equal fplendor; and thus the ihow con- 
tinues with their lives. No fooner has the 
aagulated b/cod of one faint begun to plow, but 
,$he image of the vhgin keeps up the amaze+ 

ment 



menr of the vulgar, by a fhort*I~~~ech *to fame 
holy man; and the virgin has not long been 
dumb, but tears, or blood, run down fro’m the 
face or fide of fame martyr or other; or, if 
none of them be at leifure, from our lord him- 
fey. There is Fitch a fuccefflon, and fuch an. 
artful variety in it, of thefe pretended miracles, 
that a laity not prone to q&ion, nbr at ali 
encouraged to do it, may well be kept in fla- 
very to their mafiers. 

Whit is there fo difficult, that a man would 
not be yerpdadcd to attempt, what To irratio- 
nal that he would not- believe, if he might 
but have the ~&+zrf huarucrr t”o encourage him ; 
and this the pr$ can let him have every 
day of his life ? Does he want an approbation 
of his defign, and would have a mitacle to 
enhre fiis ~.ccc~~ the fir& jkttoa kc kes 0x111 
&ow, or the curate himfelf [hall affure him from 
a v~‘/ion, that all will be right. 13ehold one 
of thece poor creatures profitrate before a fhrine, 
and perhaps washing the feet of it with his 
texs, and with great affeCtion kifing the hems 
of its garment : and then, if through the tricks 
of the priefi, the image feem to nod or fmile 
on him (which is not unfrequent) with what 
joy does he go away, as if fame angel had 
Saluted him from heaven ? . What will not men 
do w.hea they believe that their min@c can. 
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cbarn water, j2Zt, wnx candle fb the driving , 
auroy of &Gfs ? That he can * rlw oil, touch 

beads and pebbh, which fhdi h;ve a virtue 
again0 ficknefs of all kinds, thuc ‘~1 and light- 
ning, and the temptations of the d,viI, One 
would think, that there fiould be little need 
of having recourfe to dead faintI, when the 

great thiagr: ; but every 
gain, and is worth To 
the fecret of multiply- 

ing miracles. It is amazing that any th_ing, 
a degree above natural ff upidity, fhovld con- 
tinue in a krvile ,ohEquioufiCs to there im- 
pofing tyrannies ; but the unhappinefs is, that- 
bigotry is become an article of their faith, 

and to fcruple or q&ion, is to incur the pains. 
of purgatory, if not of damnation. Thus the 
power of the pri@ood is fettled, beyond the 
pofibility of being shook off by any human 
means, efpecially fince the fecular arm is em- 
ployed in its fupport ; and thus a {mall degree 
of fuperfiition, with a vail fear of fuffering, 
confirms their fubjeaion, till it become ha- 
bitual fometiines, even to believe againit their 
fenfes. No wonder then, if by thefe means 
of ofientatious miracles, they can infpire their 
members wirh a falfe fear, a falfe love, and a 
If;ilfe courage, and work all their pafions, fo 
as to make them fubferiient to the carrying 
WI the great myjery of iniqtti/y, And now 1 

think 
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think that I have plainly declared to you, the 
two great ends that the chrrvch of Rame pro- 
pores to herfelf in her J3ammhach, which are 
worldly gain, and fpiritual tyranny. May we 
who fee through theipartifices, fhun their de- 
vices, and holding fincerely to the true unfophi- 
fiicated word of God, never ftand in need of 
the& vile and abominable pra&tices to fupport 
our holy religion! 

1 come now to make a particular applica- 
tion of the words of my text fuitab!e to the 
prefent time ; an application, in which every 
Bearer that withes well to the pr-ute+~~~t faith, 
and its continuance in thefe realms, is deepIp 

I concerned. 

The prophet faays, brfove fie travailed, ,4?v 
brfmghr fort& ; ’ before her pain cam, fie wa.F 

deliut.7ed of a man chih! Wh bath heard fkh 

a thing ? ?Vb had feen fucb things 9 Shall the 
earth bring forth in one day, or @ai/ a nation 

be born at once ? NOW this impoflibility, be- 
: ; 

“4, 
Bond the powers of nature and its ordinary ape- 
ration, is come to pafs (if you believe the pa- 
p;JIs) in thefe our days. A woman too well, 
and I fear, too fatally known to there Kingdoms, 
has brought forth a-man child without the leafi 
tokens, or previous fymptoms of travail; the 
power of Ram$ miracles has dong this mighty 

thing 
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thing in one day, and made, as they vainly ima- 
. gine, a nation at once. And that it mufi be 

done in this short fpace of time, and that this 
is agreeable to the ofientatious promifes of pa- 
pal wonders, let us obferve the condufi and 
jrogrefs of this whole affair, in which we fhall 

! d&cover enough to make us abhor their miracles, 
I 
’ and the prod& of them. 

When as yet there was neither hope on one 
fide, nor fufpicion on the other of the queen’s 
being with child ; when as yet the thought 
did not fekm entertained by herfelf, nor was 
dreamed of by any near her perfon ; yet the 
good men at Rome, out of their zeal to give 

- us an heir, could nQt help difcovering their de- 
fign, by an p&&y p@l/r, which we have 
had fince occafion to regard; For among many 

* compliments of the rel;;ts to the Earl of Cay/e- 
main at Rome, before this affair was talked of, 
there appeared in publick this prophetical de- 
vice. An emllem was repre/nted of a IifZy di- 
ji’illing drops upon the grourd, which flower, ac- 
cording to the old opinion of the naturali@, by 
the fhedding of the water from its leaves, pro- 
pagates its fpecies, and the motto was Lachry 
mor in problem. But to make it the plainer, 
this diltich was written beneath, 

Pro 
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A ii~flicisnt Mimony bQ,th of their defigns and 
thtir n~iet?y ; acd tl-:eg were indeed refolved 
to make good thc:ir prom&s of a miraculous 
CGl?CEpti 72. The yqz;its, that bleffed fociety, in 
their publick &f?ourCes foon after, did not fcruple 
to ;i’!FT , as if from ini-piration, that the queen 
prufi be with-c&d, and with% quai confidence, 
that it mufi be & m/e ch2d. When matters 
wcx a little riper for their beloved projefi, on 
which the hcnrls of the whole catkoiirk cauf” 
were fet, and for which every good proteJlant 
and Eql~~man, was pierced with ‘a tho&nd 
fears ; then they began to appear itill more 
bold and pofitive, declaring that God was con- 
cerned as much in the car:: of the future birth 
for his own glory, as he was for the fulfilling 
of hr? t7romife in quickening the- dea’at womb of 

SnruO. 

And now, that this child of wtnder might 
not be b!aiied in the womb, or be deitroyed 
by any other unforefeen accident, the conjkrated 

trinkets 
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Qiinkets are Cent from KPCZC ro eofure a firfe 
$elivery, and prtferve the life of the infant, 
And indeed it was very fitting that ever-j itep 
of this affair morlld be arrended with a due- 
folenmity, fince the contrivers were to have a 
babe, who was to exalt the tripple crowa fo 
‘high, and make fo large returns as the /&ri- 
f;cc of a kin,odom for the bleflings of the 604 
j&her. 

But this fcene, whether you will call it 
a miracle, or a @t, (and fure it has as good 
% title to the latter as to the former) was 
&rried on like the reff of their tionders, with 
theprivity of a few only, and thofe concerned 
sot to d&over the impofition. ‘i’he doQrine 
of equivocath~, _tijch that @ulna teaches, 
was afk j+Giti c&Hat to &al& any uuth, or 
depoffcion%o down without a itrain of con- 
fcience, and was not unluckily propagated not 
many years before their members had fo juft 

an occafion for its ufe. And Lhall then a wo- 
man before fie- travails, bring foyth ? J$‘i/o has 
.heardfuch u thing ? ‘7’k church of RWIE. ShnIZ 

fie belflre her pairt cmcs, Co :~~iivtr~-J ff a man 
child? Who has feen fuch thin,gs ? The church 

of Rome. Shall the earth byiq Jrth i?z cue 
day, or a nation be made at unt:. ? Whg bclievcs 

this impofibili ty ? The chu/,& 01 Ro~c, 

Yet 
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Yet let us o%erve g little farther into the 
condue of the afiion of this day. There are, 
as we have faid in the beginning of this dif- 
courfe, Game things, which from the evidence 
of o.ur fenfes, and our . dqily experience, we ’ 
cannot be deceived in, and of this ziltture ais w 
the prefent cafe. For Co little $+re was taken in 
the difguifing an affair o’f this importance, that 
the queen was undetermined till jufi before t‘he 
time where fhe ihould’lie in, and of a fudden, 
withOut aw -pre$pl of her labowr, it v. 
&n‘it be a; &. JameJ’s. It was not perceived 
that ihe was ill on the Safuvdq night, and ;he 
=xf day @ma+-+& ,+x&~>p: fhe we broight 
to bed, and in the language of the prophet a 
nation was made at once. Where were the heads 
of the yz/;jfs not to give a more folemn pre- 
paration, a more regular and decent, manage- 
ment to an a&ion on which all their hopes 
depended ? So many, in kort, ikem to have 
been let into the fecret, that the time was ge- 
nerally known among the papzJls to an hour or 
thereabout, and it is well known that fame of 
them inadvertently told it-befcxe the pretended 
delivery. 

But what gives itill more fhrewd fuf’icions 
that-this is a true Rom$3 miracle, is the time 
chofen to work it ia ; when all thofe whom it 

Iid 
7 
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gsb(t concerned to be prefent, were by fhata- 

; p ordered to bc ibrent. The llory is too 
&l known, and f?i!l fo frefh in our memories, 
&at it needs not a repetition. I complained in 
,Ge foregoing part of my difcourfe, that out of 
the great number of won&-s that chrch beflows 

Y, upon almoR all countries, it had not votich- 
’ @jid to give Britain one ; but 1 now own thar 
F Rome has made us amends for her pail unkind- 
& nellPs by ore that exceeds all fhe l-as performed 
f Jo the territories under her own yoke. We 

thank her, and fhall from hence learn to meafure‘ 
; the goodnefs ,of her inclinations to a land of 

&rrtilkz, he fhe chore that for the fcene of the, 
mofi wonderful exploit fhe ever axtempted. 

And npw, my brethren, if yod can be per- 
fiade&io cant.radi&ion to your fen&s, and be- 

C-, lievc in oppofition to common renfon, and that 
‘m fafls which all men are equal judges of, then 
lifien to the voice of P,~mf, f~dliow down 

,her mirtrcles with implicit faith, and take up her 
. yoke with implicit ob-zdience. Let the grofs im- 
pofit’rons of pr&ndedj%il;fs, and jretcnded privz- 

ccs, be the burthcn of your netks, aud the load 
of your confcicnces. Jf ycu can be reconciled 
$0 impofibilities, and think every thing nz~~2’ 
be true, that the tr;e$’ tells you is To, the!r 
fit down t;irne contented creatures underadonble 
blindneCs both of TEU,& and ?~/i~;on. If yn:; 

YOL, I. C 11 .‘.vz 



have fo unjufi a notion of the puvit)r, the truth, 
and the divine efhM&ment iof the chr$%n re- 

. ligfon, to think it ftands in need of the affiit- 
ante of- new tiiraculous gifts and.powers, for 
to evidence its certainty, then lay hold of there 
altars that promife thefe mighty works, adhere 
to mddtvg images and f%ij~~~ pax-wu~ik~; then 
fix your faith upon that monflrous abfurdity, 
the infaZlibiIity of meer man. 

But I am perfuadcd betier things of ym, breb 
thren, from the pure and Gncere milR of the 
word of God which you hawe received, from 
the untainted principles of reafon, and that open 
integrity of hearc which is Fhe chara&eriltic 
of this nation, and which difdains the mean 
artifices and difguifes of a Jefiitical confcience, 
You have Ceen too plainly the fpirit of that per- 
iecuting church, ever to he allured by its fpe- 
cious promifes, or convinced by its fallacious 
arguments : as you have been taught not to 
bear a fpirituaf tyranny, fo have you. felt enough ] 
never to fubmit to a femporol one, knowing 
well that whichfoever begins firlt, the other 
naturally follows. 

You know what you mu fi expe& if z’nfa!Zi- 
bi,‘ity of any fort takes place in thei;: $anh, 
aad that a king wh3 is above Znws, and a prieJ 
wobo is above errors, are equally dangerous to 

this 
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this conltitution. Who can then doubt, but 
that out of a due fenfe of the duty you owe to 
G&-to your country, and yourfelves, nay to 
iour memories, and your poflerity, you will 
with a noble and generous difdain refeat the 

b. rmpofitions which wicked and cunning men 
would fettle cn3 entail upon your ~ltli~~ch and 
nation ? You mufi exp&t that the old Romrj’3 
artillery will be planted agninft you ; - but thank 
God, there is courage left among us to refift 
them, and reafon enough to confute them. 
Let-them confine their mirarics to the countries 
where the fword and the chzrrch (always friends 
in the caufe of fuperftition) can enforce their 
belief; but we know not, 1 Cay again, either 
their p-e/ended fair, ts, or their prcteuded pirues. 

In fhort, as our ancefiors have delivered to 
us fuch v&able blefings as a pure vtfi*rncd 
church, a temperate monarch), and Lrq$G I:‘&-- 
tits, let us ta-ke care to deliver them Cafe to our 
iofierity. And laftly, in defiance of all the fop- 
peties of Rome, hold fail to that flii!h u?hich WL:(~J 
me de/it-erPd to the real ftii/,fs, 2nd which, if 
we take care to preferve, and pratTif% according 
to the precepts of its divine author, will bring 

- as to everlafiing glory, and makej’2;il:s of us all. 
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may well be the ones needed to bring peace and human
progress to our world.  One thing is certain, the belief
systems we have are not the ones we need.

Emmett F. Fields
Bank of Wisdom

Bank of wisdom
P.O. Box 926

Louisville, KY 40201
U.S.A.
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If every American does his or her best for America
and for Humanity we shall become, and remain, the
Grandest of Nations – admired by all and feared by none,
our strength being our Wisdom and kindness.

Knowledge knows no race, sex, boundary or
nationality; what mankind knows has been gathered from
every field plowed by the thoughts of man.  There is no
reason to envy a learned person or a scholarly institution,
learning is available to all who seek it in earnest, and it is
to be had cheaply enough for all.

To study and plow deeper the rut one is in does not
lead to an elevation of intelligence, quite the contrary!
To read widely, savor the thoughts, and blind beliefs, of
others will make it impossible to return again to that
narrowness that did dominate the view of the
uninformed.

To prove a thing wrong that had been believed will
elevate the mind more than a new fact learned.

Emmett F. Fields
Bank of Wisdom

Bank of wisdom
P.O. Box 926

Louisville, KY 40201
U.S.A.
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i>. H E reverend Mr, Evam here ! 
This is a favour indeed ; I hope 
you have hot been come long ? 

E. About half an hour; I have been amu- 
fing myfelf in, your little library ; upon L mg 
word you have a pretty colleAion of books 
and welt choi’ei. . 

D. You know, do&or, I have in a great 
mcafure left off bufinefs ; my friends g\ve me 
a tolerable education ; I was brought up at St. 
Paul’s fchool, and I was pretty near the top; 
I have taken care to prtferve at leafi the learn- 

’ ing I had, and can frill underhand a Latin au- 
thor reafonably well ; my father defigned me 
for a clergyman, but having a &fpute with the 
minifter of the pnriIh about his dues, he put 
sqe into trade ; Mr. Evans, you are a happy’ 
man, you were brought up at the univerfity. 

c4 &* 



E. I thank God, blr, Dchfov, 7 hsve Tuck- ’ 
ed the breait of a!‘ma mntcr ; I was font to “Y,P- 
fix college before I WE. twenty ; in two years I 

had not ken four and 
/G?- of arts. 

Il. I fee you have my Jl,‘o common prayer. 
book before you : I bought it when I was church - 
ivnrden of the pnriff2. 

E, I think X alwsys find it open upoa the 

rsbre; I am glad yon put To gvca~ a value upon 
that excellent bcok ; I am f:illen accident?lly 
upon the 0$i2e concerning the orddjkzi~g and core- 
JL7 ntiq of bihops. 

~9. I atn glad of it with all p1y heart ; I 
have longed a great while to know fomething 
about thnt buhefs, but you will never have 
parience with all my impertinent queltions. 
[hTgw mtiJ I Pumur th’s choleric Welch divine, 
or Ij%all J-C? nothiq out of him : b: is a Jrawge 
t?,ixtZZ~-~1, God kp?OiVS. Afict&.J . 

E. I fix111 be ready to anfwer any thing that 
lies in my gxxve f, bitt it is a ferious matter, and 
rtquires glen: gravity and cor:fi&rariun. 

D. To be fule it dots ; then P;Ir. Eunxr, 



, 
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: V E. He has that name from the Saxon word, 
’ &@p, which we derive from the Greek epp 

JGfvS, fpcCub2tW, exphtor, a fpy, a looker Out, 

a’ fentinel or watchman ; in Short, he is, as f 
may fag, aJ$erv;/br of the bufinefs and af-. 

, fairs of the church : this before us you fee is 
the form of ordaining or _r:z$crating of billlops, 
that is of Engl/$% bifllops, of ci.r$ian bishops. 

D. Cod forbid there should be any bikops 
that are not chr$‘ian bifhops ; fure. there are no 
beatherr bishops. 

E. There were AeatQcn bifhops and good 
bifhops too ; the old Grecians had thei‘r epzjbpoi, 
and Co had the Roman: ; I remember that the 
divine CiL.ero, in one of his rpiitles, tells us, 
that he was a bijop. 

D What was-&e b&nefs of &ore bifhOpS ? 
E. Toenquire into the ma?nels of the people 

under their jurifdi&ion, and take notice of their; 
Eondue and behaviour. 

D. But are there no henthen bifhops now ? 
l. MO n’ot one upon the face of the earth. 

’ You’ll excufe the L&a Mr. Dobf~ ? 
D. 0 dear dolor, 1 love it of all things. 

This facred oI%ce, I find, begins with an ex- 
* celleat prayer. I wilh, thofe that are concern- 

ed would frcqtlently I-&e& upon it wirh the 

C5 attention 
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34 _ The IWars t$ PRIESTXRAFT 
atteqion it defems -Giur gtare, we be- 
&ech thee, to all bishops and paitors of ST: , 
church, that they &zy diligently preach thy ward. 
ami duly admin$er the godly difcipline thmof. / 
The venerable compilers of this form, I ,fup j 
pofe, had no notion that a bishop, as Soon as 
he was conrecrated, was difcharged from the , 
duty of a priefi, or was immediately to burn 
his commonplace book, as if it was beneath 
his dignity to preach diligent~, that is con- ’ 

J&U+ in his diocefe; whereas a bifuop has , 
without doubt the principal care of every foul ’ 
within his diitriti, and is more efpecially bound, ’ 
not only to fee the offices of the church, the 
duties of praying, preaching 8&d adminiitring 
the Igcraments are faithfully and regularly exe- . 
cuted by the parochial clergy, but ato preach 
Ugentb himfelf in one or other of his churches, 
as he finds mofi conducive to the edification 
of his people, and the fpiritual improvement, i 
of the flocks committed to his charge. This 
mufi .be the meaning of the words, if they have ’ 
any meaning at all, and how they acquit them- 
felves in this important cafe, I fhould be glad 
to be informed. 

E. That may be -eaGly done; for when ’ I 
they are refident in their fees, they are a mighty ! 
relief to the parochial clergy ; they travel from I 
church to church in all weathers, through 
fr$t and In?, over bills and high mountains ,I 

n the-y ' 
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~beg preach hefe, read prayers there, Catechize, 
expound, confirm. They are never idle, for 
they well know, that* zc’oe be unto thwa ;f thy 
preach not ihe g@J. Do you think they WEIR 
their talents in a napkin, and let thetigrow.rufty? 
Can you imagine they do nothing but tvslk to 
ahe cathedral on a Sun~?~y in itate wirh Ihe 
vergers, with their /illvcr.-.rnticer,. before them ? 

D. Why, Sir, fome of-them do not rel:de 
in their -diocefes at all ; oihers are there for 
a month or two, to take the benefit of the 
Eummer air, and t&e the venifon of the coun- 
try, and then, perhaps, they may ZreGth once 
or fo, and a mighty favour it is; but the chief 
account of their plrnching we have fron-&he 
news papers 4 you hear now and then of a 
charity fermon, or a fermon before the lo!& . 
and exceedingly feldom, th’;ly will vouchhfe to 
&end the pulpit of the pariti w&rein they 
live, and fet all the congregation upon 11~3~ 
-itare. Some of them do not preach five iirnes 
jn a year, in their own diocefe, and many of 
them not once. I would recommend to the& 
the rending of old bishop La~imer’s fermons, 
and p.lrticularly this remark, which I took 
down in my pocket-book. c While they con- 
* troul in great tovns and about court, who 
4 is it that conrrouls the devil at home ! Whe- 
4 thgr they refide or not, the devil is. ~;o~~want- 
4 ing on bis part:, he is never uaocarlpied~ 

c5 112 
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.4 he is ever in, his pa.445, he kieps refidencre 
‘ at all times, be ever applies‘ his bufin.e& 
c he is never idle, his office is to hinder reli- 
s @on. -Oh that pr&ter woul,d be as 
g diligent to few the corn of good do&-ix, 
‘ as fatan is ro few cockle and darnel.- 
:’ The devil is no unprca;hing prelate, he is 
c no,l0rsi’ly loiterer from his cure, he itill ap 
z plies his bufinefs ; if you will not learn of 
‘ God, or good :IWI, learn diligence in your 
‘ bufinck even of the devil, ad eudefcentiam * 
g veJratn &a, I [peak it to J’OW kame.’ This 

b indefenfible prafiice of non-l-e$Ienre, mufi one 
iime or other be of pernicious coniequence 
to epifcopacy : the church of &MTZ~, with al.1 
her ahfurdiries, all her ibligations to favour 
ignorance and blindnefs, could never fwallow 
that monl‘trous contraditiion of non-rejdenie. 
The council of lrent (as I have read) decrees 
expreflg, that every Whop who was fix months 
abfent from his bifhopric, of what title, og 
yrceminence ioevcr he 0~~~11 be, he should for- 
hit ‘a fourth part of the revenues of it, and 
ii fix months mark, another fourth, and the 
c.ontumacy increafing, the metroplitan.was to ’ 
illform the pope a&nit him, that he migh,s 

-iaflicct f0me fevere punihneit, or remove him . 
from his bikopric, and place a better in his 
room. Ll’hst a mifernble cafe it is that a 
go& clcqplan, whufe family wants bread at 

1 homes 
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. hime, if he has any bufinefs with’.%% bifhop, 

mhIt be obliged to run after him from on& trod 
af the kingdom to Jthe other, and be forced to 
beg his way home again ? ‘- 

4. There’s no fuch thing,. The bi&op 
/ ‘I arure you defrays &very farthing of the ex- 
1 -pence out of his own pocket, and gives hii 
L poor brother fomething to buy agood book with 
) when he comes home. 

D, So much the better ; but we are ramble& 
Corn the fubjeCt ; fpare me a word more, 
when epifcopacy was run down in the civil 
wars, a great obje&n again0 the j bifhopi 
was t&t they never ~reacbu?. They were 
called the mofi opprobr)ous names upon that 
account, idle fiepberds, blind wntrhmen, dumb 
- I do not care to repeat the diG&io& 
and chara&ers beftowe-d upon them in th& 
times : I remember Mr. fiennes, i’n his fpeech 
upon that occafion, Cays, tRat ‘ the bifhops 
4 neither can nor will preach ; they cannor, 
c becaufe they are fo entangled with the af-’ 
c fairs of this world ; they will not, becaufi 
‘ their dignities and honours make them fo 
4 ftately, that they think it not e,/z$upul to 
L prcacb *en. They are fo f%t, and live fo 
.d mqzh at their cafe, that thCy are overrun 
4 with idleneEs, and cannot bring their minds 
a to it. I wifh as well to the ei!hfjupal order 8s 
any man in Engimd, mr do S tl~kk it re&a- 
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+bk. to argue q#& the ufe of aa d&&m thd 
obufe of i&, but I am lorry to fapA 

B. To fap any thiag to the purpofe you 
mean ; why that FiElll~et was a rebel, a re- 

f: 
yblhq, a fanatic ; he was condemned to be 
anged for the cowardIy furrender of Brr&l ia 

prince Rqwt. Have you no betrer authority 
than this ; read oq, read on. 

D. What is meant by dwb admin@-hg ibe 
gc& dl$ipline of G:d’s word, as mentioned in 
this prayer i 

E3 That expreirEaa x&es chiefly .fo the 
ccnruresof the church, thofe dreadful and ter- 
rible weapons that Cod has sommitted into the 
bands of,bilhops to punifi and cut off noto- 
rious offenders, that cannot other;?Jife be re, 
claimed, to fhit them out of the pale of God’s 
fold, and to deliver them over to fitan, until 
by their penitence and fubmifion they are qua- 
fified to ‘be re-admitted, and to be reflored 
to the comlqon’ privileges of the cht-i/lion 
church. 

D. Is that godb dijiph~ adminiftred at this 
time according to the original defign of its in- 
fiirution ! 

E. 1 hope fo; the offender I fuppofe, is 
cited before the bifiop, who ii ts in confifiory 
)lyith his prejSy!crs about him, and takes im- 
mediate cognizance of the csufe himfelf; there 
a& her is cmt@ncd, xegroved, admonished,.. 

e , 

7 c 
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tjxeatened,.and upan his continu& ob&mcp 
ai) out of the .&mh. The ma&r is ON 
turned over to &~&Ikz~ CotllmilJonefs, @ck&, 
and a parcel of hungry unhallowed lay-~@iivn 
(who can pretend to no relation to the com- 
mi@on of Chr$’ and his up45/21rz) to perkcute 
and fqueeze the poor wretch, to -torment him 
with cruel, tedious, and expeafive procefk, 
and when they have racked him TV death, an& 
ruined him in his fortune, then at laft to ex- 
communicate him, and for any 1itEle failure in 
the form of their enslaving proceedings, to 
throw him out of all fpiritual and civil corn* 
merce and fociety, to banish him OS a vaga- 
bond like Cain, and make- him infamous to 
all about him ; and as if this were not enough* 
tu caI1 for help from the tempoial Ewlord, to 
clap him up ia a goal, aad let him rot in a 
dungeon. - This would be fetting up an 
inpui/ition witi a vengeance ; from which, and 
aI! other pops@ crafts and cruelties, good lord 
deliver us ! Do you think this was the manner 
of bit?di’trg and I:o& intended by the corn- 
rnifion delivered by CbriJ to his apo)‘Zes, and 
hy them to the bifiops, their fucceffors in the 
church .Z Can you imagine, that the lentence 
of fuch judges is rat;lS9din heaven ? That God 
will ever iign fuch dead warrants as there 3 
Can this be the defign of that petition offered 
up by the wcbb$?qin t&e &Ii@ of i1pn/kTo~ 
*.4 ,‘b gmni 



grant we befeech thee to ttis thy /fluant f&h gvacc 
&at he may uJe the authority given him, not ta 

defirufiion, but to falvation, not to hurt, but 
to help 2, 

D. If the bilhop hz’rnfir was to fit in judg- 
ment, and? to execute the cenfures according 
to the defign of his lord and mafier, the fin- 
tenre, no doubt would be dreadful and of fataf 
effe&, but when io many excommunications 
are thundered out and publifhed in a I~u’icrous 
onedifying manner, for the moit trifling occa- 
Goas, ~~which the bifhop knows nothing of; whet+ 
he never hears nor fet+i the offender, nor takes 

‘the 1eaR care of the ha .ppinefs of’ his foul, but 
lea+& that ent’rrely to his officers to be faved 
ar damned, asihe fubtle unrighteous forms of 
their unfiriptwal proceedings (fit-fi invented for 
rbe Support of papa3 power, and fpun out into 
a4ort of trade, by canon klwyers, -the fpawn of 
bopevy) lhall think tit to pronounce; to con- 
i;ign a j3oor creature to eterdal flames for fame. 
pitiful matter, to enjoin him penance, perhaps, 
and then fot a Lf:Ie money, to loofe him and’ 
let him go; if this be .tbe due adminvring 
ggodb JzjYfdine accordlnp to this excellenr 
prajsr, let the confciences of; thofe declare tcu 
whom it belongs. What a horrid profanenefst 
and mockery of God, it is to, give it folernnly 
&J charge to a G&p &A, when he is conk+ 
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ciful fh,7t be is not too t.emiJ, and to min$er 

difcipline tht be forget not mercy ; when ar* 
the fame time, he never knows any thing of 
the offender, nor of the caufe - I could 
lay much more, but it has been often faid to 
no purpofe - This has been a continual 
fubjeti of complaint from the refbrmation to 
this day ; it remains Ml unredreired, and is a 
grievance of Co high a nature ; it is fuch a per- 
verfion, fuch a burIefque of the‘ molt folemn 
and tremendous ‘a& of church authority, that it 
hangs like a m$J#one upon the neck of epifco-‘ 
‘pacy, which I am afraid will one time 0; other 
fink it to the bottom never to arife more. 

E. God forbid ; I’hope things will mend, 
do-not be io hot./ Come, we will gs on-:, &, 
that dejreth thr o8.e of u Sr;/op dpfweth a good 
+ork; he d&-es the office of a bi!hop on pur- 
pofe to enable him to prom&e the intereQ of 
piety, virtue and charity, and to do more good 
works than he was capable of doing before. 

D. Do bishops defire the office only for 
thofe excellent ends I Have they no worldly 
profpe& in view to advance themfelves or their 
f+milies ? Have they no ambition to fit in par- 
liaments, 
Do they 

or 
do 

to appear in the courts of princes Z 
more good works in proportion to 

the increaie of their revenue, and the’advan- 
tages of their itatioa ? 



E. Yes, mgpry do they ; md were it not for 1 
thofe worthy ends they would be dragged by 
no violence &-on their fiudies in the obfcurity ’ 
of a college, or the privacy of a country pa- 
rik, ; ‘and as for their families, if they have 

any food or raiment convenient for them, 
they leave the refi to providence. I ndeed, 
they have preferments in their gifts f’ufEcien\ ta 
fupport their fans in a handfome manner, but 
detur digriJ%zo is the word, If a Whop’s fot~ 

,- + t&y~ g&i &;osld +xgpmua in the diocefe, 
as it generaIIy h&ppens under the l influence of 
paternal example, /imilefr~n&Jit virga melalla, 

is the eet p fiqg.. iw ag4.i.f t& f&q upon a 
f&3 exa.mi’tia&cn fin& him. fo, then indeed 
He will advan,ce him perhaps to an archdea- 
conry, or PO a giiod living ; but what of that ? 
He fends him out bare, and without furniture, 
witbou t giving him fo mkh as a 1&b San/b, or 
his common-place book, or one old fermon, 
dr the leafi hint or divifion, or genera1 head, 
but Ieaves the poor young man, who is not ufed 
to hard labour, to work and fweat, and make 
it alI oat of his own bra-ins; in fiort, it is a 
crael thing to be a bifhop’s f&. 

D. It is Co at this rate, but one wouId think ’ 
they might make fame allowance, and incline’ 
a little in favour of their own ‘fleh and blood. 

E. NO doubt they have been often told 6, 
but they will not be.ar the thoughts of it ; they. 

urill 
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$31 have DO refpe& of perfons ; if my lady, the 
mother, was to beg upon her bended knees, it, 
woglcj figaify nothing; I da affqre ybu, when 
a bibhop examines his fon for orders, he works 
him about the pig-market ; he a& him the 
bardefi quefiions, and puts him to the erab- 
hideit place in all the book, And then for their 
daughters ” 

D. I knew a biihop that married his dough- 
ters to clergymen, and provided handfomely for 
ihem. 

4. But how is that ? if ^ a clergyman fails' 

in love with a bihop’s daughter (and, indeed 
they ark. the moff beautiful’ and- accompkfhed‘ 
young ladies in the kingdom) he knows he is 
TV expegt. nathlng from the father but by his- 
&&ts i the bi@op tells him fo bef&@andr 
i If ydu ‘b&e ztL- mind to my dsiughtkr; CS&- 
‘ blefs you both together ; but look for no pred 
i ferment from ,mk upon that. account ; my, 
8 favours are the rewards of hard fiudy, of 

‘Iound principles, and regular behaviour ; YOU- 

“ mufi fhine &t in&~ j&&s Ema minores, tQ 
6 be diflinguified by me.’ So that if you feee 
the Con or relation of a bishop raifed to th,e 
bighefi preferments in’ the church, you may de- 
pend upon3 he is the mofi learned, and tha 
heft preacher in ali the diqcefe. You’ll find it 
a difficult pouta 00 Qrone the coarrary. _ 

0; 
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D. Does a bishop give his daughters no f&r- 
tune in money ? 

E. A very trifle befides his blefing; and 
how can it be ? What with charity at home, 
&d charity abroad, with endowing of hofpitals, 
and founding of exhibitions, and buying books 
ih all the eaJern languages to convert the Jrws 
and Arabians, what can be raved ? I think the 
natural piety and virtue of a bifbop’s daughter 
is portion CufTicient, and a competent frock for 

- a young clergyman to begin with. 
*D. But I have heard that a female relation, 

or a waiting-woman in a bifhop’s family, is 
fometimes married to a dergyv, who has a, 
living given him upon that account. 

E. There is no fuch thing ; 1 defy the rankefl 
prefiyterian to produce one infiance of it fince 
the reformation. 
~ D. I hope then, they obferve the fame rigid 

impartiality in prefering afty clergyman upoQ 
the it rongeIt recommendation from otheis Z 

E. They do I afire you ; for between you. 
and I, if the greateff king, or prince, or duke, 
or earl in all the world, recommends a clergy- 
man to a bishop, he fit-it examines him f)‘riCtly 
in Latin, Greek and Hebrezv, and if he catches 
him tripping he is reje&ed; there is no regard 
bo’the greaten power, or the highefi titfe, he is 
ht away TC infe#& with a yea in his ear, and 

makes 
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makes as filly a figure, as if he had&en recorp- 
@ended by you or me. 

IJ. Good lack ! 
23, I tell you it is merit only muft do th” 

bufinefs; and to encourage merit there is a 
plolt laudable cufiom now univerfally followe 

P by all the governors of the church, which i ; 
to keep a confiant correfpondence with the 
.heads of ali the colleges in both univerfities ; 
and- when they find a poor lad of promifing 
parts, and a good fober behaviour ; one of the 
bishops, whole turn it is, immediately adopts 
him for his own, makes him a handfome al’- 
Iowance to live comfortably, lends for hi+ at 
proper tities to his *own palace to have him 
under his eye; there he dire&s him in the me-’ 
thod of his fiudies, fettles him in good prin- 
ciples, and particularly in a love and veneration 
for t-he do&rine and difcipline of the eltabliked 
church ; and when he is qualified for orders, 
he advances him gradually to the higheft dig- 
nities, and gives him the preference to all fans 
and relations in the world. 

D. But do not bifhops generally appoint 
one of their relations to be their fecretaries 
or fo ? 

E. Very rarely ; their way is to look oui 
for fome worthy clergyman in their diocefe, 
who is reduced to misfortunes, or fame young 
.fiudent jufi in orders; ruch a one they take 

into 
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ifit their family, ti SkW hi& thf2 ffmIi 
perquifites of that e+y%&t, slrid imall 
enough they are, God knows : Bnt If no fuch 
pe&i b&f4 ,Ix fbhd, whkh f”a’rCe eoek hap- 
pens,- t?reh thefr ~witl make ufe of a nephew 
aof @nlng parts, or fome alfiant relation j and 
$#h&k’is the mighty harm in this ? 

-lY. None in the leai). 
E. Then, as.for pride and ambition- 

‘. D, TIave bishops no pride or ambition ? 
E. No more than a fucking child ; and 

- &oCgh it is tie11 known that the bifhops in 
Enghd are defcended from tfie befi and moi) 
ancient families in the kingdom, YOU never 

. hear them talk of ,&sir pedigrees ; ‘they are ra- 
ther the more humble on that account. One 
is the fon of a duke, another the ion of a 
- I tell you they are not like mushrooms 
fprung up in a night, or raifed in a minute 
like -puff- pafie 4 they have no occafion, like 
upffarts in other profeffrons, to buy coats of 
arms at the HeraM’s office : they and their 
-ladies have them by defcent ; ab a& W proa- 

vis, & avi numeraniur avorum. 
D. Do they not afEe& to make a figure at: 

court ? 
E. Affefi, a fiddle; they had rather live in 

a cell than undergo the fatigue of attendance 
‘at any court in Chriltendom ; but there they 
go to difcharge a good confcience ; they are 

a 
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a fort of protefiant confeRn M6y te Solve 
- dl dif%cult cafes, to fupport the dPeak, to 

camfort the affli&d, to relieve the dift&&d, 
to chear up the poor-fpirited, to cafe fuch as 
are troubled with evil thoughts, to deli& 
Cvlch as are under firong temptation. They 
have always before their eyes, that excelleht 
canon of the council of Sard’s. The fathers 
of that ‘fynod obferving, that bishops ufed to 

- go to court upon by-ends, and private defigns 
af their own, ordained that no bishop Should 
go to court, unlefs immediately fummoned by 
the emperor’s letters, or that their afifiance 
was required to right the widpw, or orphans, 
and to refcue them from the unjufi grafps of 
potent and mercilefs opprelfors. I will tell 
you a fecret : if the greatefi king, or peer ip 
the world, was known to live in a’ny habitual 
fin, rhey would not fuffer the fi’n upon him 
one moment, they would reprove him to his 
face, though they were all fure to pet-iih in a 
dungeon. 

D, Well done, do&or; but do not bishops 
delight to fit in the parliamenl houfe ! 

E, They delight to ferve their country, if 
you will : there they fitfacere voia pro rep&- 
&a, to make prayers, or vows, or votes for 
the commonwealth; for fo the phrafe may be 
tranflated ; thus we read in Horace, voti com- 
pos, a man has a good v4fe; ex vofo vivituf, 

whea 



when a man lives accordiog to his 90fe ; n:~ 
wto vivitur uno, when he keeps a good hotif+ 
by giving a double vote. They fit in parlia- \ 
merit, ne quid detrimenti cupiat eccle/ia, that the. * ’ 
shurch fuffers no wrong. And it is mo@ 
comfortable to obferve, how they are all ia- 
fpired with a wonderful f&-it of concord and 
unanimity; for they all pray, or vow, or vote) 
the fame way ; yet every one feverally follow? 
the di&tes of his confcience, and vctes as the 
merits of the caufe require. They aA by a 
tort of divine inflinfi, without any> manner of 
communication with one another. ?‘hey are 
like theJventy interpreter:, that tranflated the 
old tefiament into Greek, they were locked 
up feparately in different cells, yet they fay, 
there was not a fyllable difference in their fee- 
veral tranflations ; fo thefe herpre!ers of holy 
writ, without fpeaking a word to one another, 
agree a!ways in -their prayers or voles; they 
rife up as one man, they are of one heart, 
and of one foul. Delight to fit in parlia- 
plents ? fo far from it, any more than their 
duty obliges them, that they never concerr) 
themfelves about the eZeL?ion of parliament -men 
in the country where they live ; they never 
o%r to clofer, to fend circular letters to in- 
fluence, or menace their clergy, their tenants, 
or their tradefmen, but leave them all to their 
liberty to vote as their confciences dir&, 

with- 
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without favour or a@e&ion. They do not 
hurry their fervants abroad at all hours, night 
and day, and make them kour about the 
country on the coach-horfes through thick 
and thin ; or keep their cellars open to make 
a party, but every man that belongs to them 
remains free and unbiared, according to a& 
of parliament, and the eitablified liberty of the 
fubje&, and fundamental rights of the con- . 
ltitu tion. 

D. That is glorious ! but have Whops no 
pride Z 

E. Did you ever obferve them to firut or 
fwagger, or puff out their Ccarvcs P .Do they - 
fpread open or diiplay their filken fhining cir- 
ring/es over their calfocks ? No, they wrap 
themfelves cbfe in their hdy vefimeots, they 
walk foftly with their eyes dosvpwlard qpc~n 
the ground, inwardly lamenting and bemoan- 
ing the flagrant wickednefi of a finful nation. 
You may be Cure thofe thin lean bodies, and 
gale Iad countenances are the effeCts of long 
faffing, ftrong crying and tears, of hard it&y, 
and continual mortification. 

D. I do not know what you mean by pale: 
faces, k+ut I have ieen a bishop with a red face 
bef;ore now. 

E, And have you not feen ladies with red 
faces, by drinking of too much water ? 

VOL. I. D D, 
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Jl, But dear d&or, are not bifhops exceed- 
3ngly pleafed to ride in coaches ? 

E, ,What would you have thofe ride in, 
ulho h*e almofi crippled themfelves by a flu- 
dious fcdentary life, and their limbs are be- 
numbed, fo that they are fcarce able to walk? 
Eut then they always pull up the blinds, for 
the huzza’s and acclamations of the people 
would be troublefome to them, if they were 
feen as they pars along ; popduri~‘y gives them 
offence. 0 Mr. DoE/Son, give me ietve, in- 
dulge me, or my heart will burit : there is 
i’omething fo peculiarly noble in a bl$vp’s Lady 
as the fits in her coach, whether you obferve 
the beauty and dignity of her perfon, the ma- 
jelly of her appearance, the genteelnefs of her 
drefs, nothing of the dowdy about her; with 
what gracefulnefs ihe fits, as if ihe was born 
for greatnefs : 0 they are the ornaments of 
their fex, the patterns of politenefs, elegancy, 
and dezorum, the de/G@ humani genrris, raifed 
on purpofe by providence, to be the nurfing 
mothers of the - Did YOU never obferve 
a bi&op’s lady in her coach at a mercer’s door 
upon hdgate-hi&, how’ humbly fhe looks with 
her little daughters, pretty moppets! about her, 
teaching them to Knot, and fay their catcrhijnr? 

1 

You might fwear Ihe was an epr&al gentle- 
woman, without keing the golden m&e on the 
outfide. 



: D. It is wonderful, I confefs ; but, doFror, 
l let us go on ; a bi@op mu/i7 bt the huJband of 

une wife; no doubt of it, he ought not to have 
two at one time. 

’ LL Pray, Mr. Do&‘&, leave the expound- 
ing of fcripture to me, I think it is more my 
province. This injunfiion does sot relate to 
a plurality of wives, but it is as much:, as 

_ if one &ould lay - what would you give to. 
know 3 

D. Not much ; but pray, doeor, was there 
ever any fuch a thing as a biihop’s committing 
fornication ? . 

B. No. 
D. Nor adultery ? 
E. No, never. 
D. But did a bifhop never look upon a woo 

man to luit after her, and fo commit adultery 
with her in his ‘heart ? 

E. Yes, popi@ bifhogs in abundance: they 
all commit adultery with the whore of Ka- 
Jybykn, and with other loofe hulfeys, or they 
are much belyed. But I never heard nor read 
of a prutfjattt bifhop’s being a whoremonger, 
nor adulterer,’ name one if you dare. 

D. Nor archbishop ? 
B. No. 
D. Good lack ! but do they never look up- 

on a pretty woman with delight ? Do they never 
drink tea among the ladies ? 

D2 E. 
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E. They look upoh a. fine woman as you 
do upon a beautiful ho&, to admire the works 
of the creation, but without any manner of 
concupifcence I afTure you. 

D. And then, they wear fuch huge broad- 
$Cnmed hats, on purpofe to keep their eyes 
from wandring upon firange obje&s. 

E. Well obferved, they do fo ; and as for 
drinking tea among the ladies, they do it to 
have the better opportunity to d;aw them OR 
from the pomps and vanities of this wicked 
,world, atid ail the finfui lufis of the Reid. 
They are ever meditating upon there we~fis, 
which, (as you may fee in the o$ice) they fing 
when they are con&rated. 

They do not fpend their time upon trifling 
fubje&s, pinching of muff, admiring the riQ- 
beans, oc gallanting their fans, but iti explain- 
ing the ~~~MTJGI, .or expounding fome’dificuit 
text. 0, it is a heaven upon earth, to fit at a 
tea-table with a bifiop, or, indeed, with a 
b,#op’s lady. , 

D. Do not fame bikops keep /a&es in their , 



E. No, never ; and in this they are truly 
primitive; for in the fir0 ages of the church, 
particular care was take;, that no biflmp, un- 
der penalty of being depofed, fhould enrertaio 

‘any woman in his family, either relation, or 
, firanger, that fo all pretence, either of‘ temp- 

tation or kandal, might-be cut off, 
. 

D. But, dear do&or, may not a bifhop have 
wandering thoughts ? 

E. Mr. Dobjn, a& pertinent quefiions t 
It is no jefiing matter, ludm run fin-ii : you 

will afk me by and by, if bikops do not go to 
plays. 

D. Now you [peak of that, I will not fry, 
that bishops go to plays, but I am Cure fame 
of them read plays; and very fmutty oRes too. 
Pray, did not a bishop publish fomc Lath 
plays, Tenwee’s comedies ? I am fure there is 
bawdy in fame of them ; I have read them : 
#bore is a +np juicy girl, wodd make your 
teeth water : and then there is a plot to de- 
bauch a woman, bY a man that pretends to 
have no J’ones, I thought a bifhop might 
fiod himfelf better bufinefs, than to recom- 
mend and explain fuch fluff as that. I faw 
lately an A-- ‘s name among a lift of 
fubfcribers to a colIe&ion of oId plays,\ in 
which are exprefions fo obfcene, fo filthy, 
lewd and impious.- Ah, dofior, there are 

D 3 oth& 
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other /tit, in, the world, b&de the whore of 
Ba bylow. . 

E. I have a good mind to cite you into the 
fpiritual court for defamation: I fee you ob- 
ferve no bounds : 1 will have no more to fay 
to you: I renounce all communication with 
you : here am I taking all the pa& to edify 
and improve your underflanding, and you sf- 
front me to my teeth : I will never darken your 
doors again. 

D. Pardon me, reverend Sir, this one 
time ;- do not, I befeech you, let me lofe your 
learned acquaintance. 1 beg you would bring 
good Mrs. Evens to eat a bit of rouzpig with 
me to-morrow. l 

. 

E. Have you broached the barrel of ah 
you told me of ? I am fomewhat haity, 1[ 
own; but, upon your Eubminion, I pa6 it 

bY* /’ 
D. Do bifhops love their wiz.es as Chrf;f 

loved his church ? 
E. Yes, they do, and would lay down their 

iives to Live them. 
D. Do bishops (as the of&e dire&) rule 

their wives well Z 
E. Yes; mighty well. 
13. Is not a bithop’s diocefe, faid to be his 

fpiritrral wife . 3 How then comes he, for the 
S&e of a richer dower, to leave his jr- E,ue, , 

and 
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aad to give her a bill OF divorce, and to marry 
himcelf to another bit’hoprick ? 

E. The old prtflyterian cant ! a -bishop, 
you mu A know, is not married to any parti- 
cular diocefe, but to the church in general.\ 
I find you are nibbling about the trun/lr,tiuB 
of biIhops ; that pra&ice, I do affure *you, is 
juftified by the ufe of the firlt and pureit ages, 
from the apofiles days down to the times we 
live in ; it is jure diuina, and may be proved 
by undeniable authority . Do not you read ex- 
grefly that Enoch WGIS tranJotedP 
d 23. You have convinced me ; and yet, .not; 
withfianding this plain proof, I have read fome- 
.where of a bifhop%of RoclleJer in former days9 
one J’i&r, who, when’he was offered a richer 
bishopric, was ufed to fay, his char& was hi& 
wife, and he would never part with her be- 
Caufe ihe was poor. 
. B. He was a pop$6 bikap; do not mind 
him ; foxes and firebrands ! pap@ and preJzlr- 
wians ! all againit the poor church of ,?$q- 
lurid! God help her ! 

D. I remember now,; it was in Collier’s 
church h.ifrory, where I read that raying of rho 
bilhop’s ; and the fame writer, in another places 
fpeaks fomething of the hanration of bifhops, 
I will turn to the index ; here it is ; let me 
fee ; look. here, do&or, he fays, that ‘6 ih 
“-is decreed by the apofiles canons, that it 

JJ4 CC i; 
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“ is not lawful for a IShop to kave his own 
*‘ diocefe, and remove to another, without a I A 
“ Jufiifiable motive ; that Gs, unlefs he has a 
“ fair profpeQ of doing more jhice to the 
l ( church upon fuch a tratt/latkz. But even 
6c in this cafe, he is not to remove withoat 
‘( flrong felicitation, and by the order of a 
“ great number of bifhops. The council of 
“ A&e fays, if any bihop quits his own fee, 
“ and fettles in another, his tranllation fhall ’ 
“ be void, and he halI be returned CO the die- : 
‘( cede to which he was at firfi confecrated. 
cc And the counci! of &W&CO complained, that 
6‘ coverpufnefs aad ambition had brought ata i 
u ill cni)om upon the church; that it was i 
Lc too common a p ratike for bimops to re- 
4~ move from a lefs fee to a greater, and that ’ 
6‘ an inftance the other way was feldom OT 
6‘ never to \be met with ;. from whence it 
“ was ph~in, they were gouerneh by conGdera- 
Lc tians of interek” Now, fpare me a qne- 
fiion or two. Are bishops trrin~atcd merely 
beeaufe they can do the church more ferwlc~ 

in a rich bifhopric than a pear CIWZ Z DO they 
deny to be tron/lattd, till they are prefkd by 
the ihongelt felicitation ? Do a!1 the reft of the 
bibop go to him in a body, and beg of him 
to be trany%trd? Do they ever dcfire to be 
granJa:ed from a rich bihopric 0s it $6~’ one, 
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E. All forgery ! pup-y! forgery ! that CU. 
Rir was a rank JacobiteI a Nonjum ! give 
me my hat and gloves. That book ought, 
to be burnt by the hangman. I will nou 
flay a moment, left the earth fhould open and b 
iwallow us up, and the hot&e tumble about 
Our ears. 

D. Patience, reverend Sk, I only refer you 
, to what I have read ; you know I have often 
told you I was pretty near the upper end of 
Paul’s f’chool, and, though I may not talk , 
fo learnedly as you gentlemen of the univer- 
fty, I have read a great deal of EngIl, hiflory, 
But I am of your opinion all the whiIe; I 
&ink as well of bikops as you dv, and would 
go as far to ferve them. 

E. Sayefi thou fo ! give me thy hand ; then 
I will fill the other pipe. I tell you, once fc.r ’ 
all, t!xxt no bit’hop wocld endure the thoughts 
of being tmn/i’atd, unlcrs he was fure it WAJ 
for the good of the church ; and what thiRk 
you is the learon, that the fime holy man wif& 
be a II~JO~ of: one church, &an of another, 
pzeben,lary of another, hold a living oc two in 

cdnarr~end~~!rm, and take the trouble of other 
cures upon him, but only to qualify hi.n&lf 
to do the more good in his generation.? and if 
ehcy thought that other clergymen would pro- -- 

1’ s mcxe 



rhtote the buGnefs of charity and religion ia 
thofe benefices, with an equal or fuperior in- 
dufiry and care, they would infiantly renonnce 
them all ; but, alas ! Mr. Dsbjn, the harveff 
truly is great, but the labourers are few, very 
few ! could they find perfons proper’to receive 
them, they would foon refign their pluralities; 
but when, upon fiti& enquiry, na. fuch are to 
be found, they keep them in their own hands 
for thofe worthy and pious purpores. Nay, 
they are fo eager and refolute to advance thofe 
*excellent ends, that you wiH, fometimes, fee 
a holy man refufe, as it were, a bifiopric, un- 
lefs he be, likewife, allowed to be a dean, a 
pt~ebenda~y and a reflor, for fear the duties of 

* thofe places should not be fo properly exe- 
cuted, and their revenues not confcientioufly 
managed for the good of fouls. I am well 
affured, they do not fave a penny of the profits 
jnto their own pockets, but lay it out in the l 
mofi ufeful and extenfive charities, to fupport 
poor vicars ; to fupply the wants of the in- 
ferior clergy ; to found libraries in market- 
towns, in ujim cltri ; to build parfonage- houfes, 
that are now running into decay all over Eq- 
land; to repair the epi&copal palaces, efpeciaily 
in AKales; to relieve the fatherlefs, and make 
the widow’s heart to Gng. 

L). You were faying, do&or, that the’ bi+ 
Jhops, ,fomeCmes, hold a living or two in 

commenda2nflll 
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mntnendum; what is the meaning of &a&. 
word ? 

i?. Sir, I do not take upqn me to be a re-9 
elar do&r, but only am called fo by the 1) 
eourtefy of England. Why, you mufi know, 
that in Come of the fmall bifhoprics, thdb: . 
do not exceed above five or fix hundred, 05 
a thourand pounds a year, (andqwhat is that . - 
for the reprefentative of an up~~?le ?) there ijr . 
fometimes a good living annexed, and, fome- 
times, the king (God blefs him and his royal 
Aoufe for ever 1) is fo gracious as to permit 
the holy man to hold a living, or ,a dignity, . 
which he had before, along with his bishop- 
ric, to afifi him to fupport the charaAer of . 
his fun&ion, to .enable him to keep a better. 
table, and to enlarge his charitable heart; ,. 
and thefe g,o,od defigq 1 dare fag, *are cxe- 
cured to a tittle ; a very trifle is laid up to 
make provifion for his family; the poor are 1 
his penfioners, they are his children. 

D. ,But, how is it, that the fame hoIy man 4 
should be the head of .a church in one dio- 
cede, and be a pnrifi pricJ?, and fubjcti to T 
haother bihop, in another bifhopric; h@w fuch :. 
unbecoming condefcenfions, fllch ,fllifting of . 
.fcenes, fuch mean finking .in their charafiers, 
from being .bi@ops .to become pur:cbiul tr$‘/s - 
in’ other diocefes, how fuch a pr.a&ice, fuch an. r 
~,tireg\ilar bind of plurality agrees ivith the cn- 
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xxms and d&ipliac ~4’ the thy@, I ccMlld IMP 
yet be able to comprehend. 

E. What fgmifies it whether you BUM. com- 
prehdDd it QP ‘ttot ? Will you deny the kiog)s 
jiiprrmacy ? Pf ay , was not Amar a prophet of 
the h-d, and, at the hme time, one of the 
&srdmepI of T&m ? 

D. Very true, dofior ; I pm fatis&& 
’ Now, if you pleafe, we will go on a little far- 

ther. A &IJ%JP mz+’ be vigihnt, fiber, of good 
Mwviour, giwn to h9JpitaZity. 

E. That is, he mufi be temperate, and not 
indulge the rapnciws cravings a5 his Ro- 
math ; he muit keep a good look-out, and Ix 
upon the watch; and above all, and for the 
fake of all, fupport a generous and well-fpread: 
table, to entertain fir-angers, to receive his 
clergy, and welcome his neighbours ; not that 
Ile is to make his hot& an inn, or a tavern, 
open at all h4xu-s, a.ndTree to all comers. 

Da I take you right. Iht how can they be 
fnicl to keep up to this precept of the apoitIe, 
when not oae in Lx of them lives l m his own 

proper dioccfe ? 
E. What of that ? though they do not re- 

fide conflantly in their country palaces, becauk 
!hcy are obliged to take care of the church, 
‘and the king, and the nation in parliamenr, 
yet they provide that as plentiful a ho& bt 
kept in their abfence as if they were &xm- 

d gives 



f&es upon the fpot. They do. not wh,ea 
they come away faiten up the doors, and let: 
the grab grow in the courtyard, but they 
leave a regular table behind them. There k 
a chaplain to reprefent his lordship, a yeward 
and proper fervants, and the bell rings, an& t 
the chth is laid, and fumptuoufly covered, where 

. the clergy, rhe neighbouring gentry, and -the 
yeomanry are handfomely received, and thek 
hordes put into the fitable and well rubbed 
down, and the poor of the adjacent villages 
are comfortably fed, and fent away with full 
bellks, and Cometimes with a piece of mo- 

‘--ney in their pocket befides ; there the tra- 
Weller, and the &anger are welcome, at al% . 
times, to a flice of bread, and a cup of ale i 
the people of the country do not feel the 
want of monaiteries and religious houfes, 
which u&d to befiow their alms, and their 
hr$pitality fo liberally among them, as long 
as their room is fo well fupplied by the boun- 
tiful diflributions of the bifhop of the diocefe.. 
- They remember faithfully the queftion 
put to ihem, when they are cmjicrated. 

WiK yeu Jew yourfey gentle, and be merch 
fd, for CbriJ’s fah, to poor and ncm” 
cpnd $0 alr’.8taogers deeJitute 0J help ? 
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Aniiver. 

A”nd, then, when the bufinefs of the nntirjn 
011s them to Londcn, thty do not, like fame 
members of parliament, hide themfelves iti 
sbfcure corner’s, that their people do not 
know where to find them. They do not take 
private lodgings, or hire little; pitiful houfes 
of‘ TWO rooms on a floor, in dark lanes -or 
alleys, but (if they have no palaces in town 
that belong to their fee) they chuk the mofI 
open and public fireets, and the mofi fpacious 
IlOUfCS, where they live nobly ‘and magnifi; 
ccntly, like peers of the realm; here theisi 
chqy, when they come to Fown, are wel- 
come ; here they ‘are entertained at bed and 

’ +u-d i here they ham the benefit of my lord’s 
Ziharp, to employ themfelves at leifure hours ; 
the, poor young ccndidutfs for orders remain 
here, and 31-e Cupplied with every thing, till 
they are. ordainrd : and the poor are daity 
rciieved by the porter, in the great court. 
You may eafily know where a bifhop lives,. by 
the crowd of poor p.eople in the IIreet .be- 
fore the door, fo that paifengers can Gzarce 
go aiotlg ; il is rsnlly a grievance to the 
g-J&!” ,.rbours, they have hardly room to go about 
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&eir lawful bufineSs, efpecially in chr$nas time, 
*when the fteward is delivering out the be@ 
and COO,?, and fitting the eider fort with theirs 
grey gowns. To prove how unbounded is 
the extent of prelatiral charity, how foft and 
tender ep$opal bowels are toward the mi- 
feries of the poor, do but look into the lifi 
of bcnefaAors for the relief of the fufferers 
by the fire at Cvedi:on. - 0, Sir ! when a 
Whop goes to fleep with his fathers ; when 
he is taken from us by the itroke OK death ; 
when he is hid from our eyes, and is no more, ’ 
what a thunderclap is felt throughout the na- 
tion ! what running to the churches and the 
altars ! what beating of breafis, wringing of 
hands, and diI&velling of hair, as in times 
af ,national calamity and difirefs ! he is gone / 
he is gone! my father ! my father ! the cha- 
riot of Zfraei, and the horfemn thereof! 
.then ; then we find the lofs ; &-lute- ilor& 
rnem odimu, fublatam ex oculis pzrimus invidi. 
Were he not like theguldetz bough, in the evan- 
gelical poet; 

Prim0 av+, non deJ%it alter aweus ; 

We fiould be utterly inconfolable- The 
death of the great St. RuJ1 itrikes full upon 
my memory. Whep that worthy prelate lay 
a dying, the whole city came about him, no.~ 

able 



able to bear the thoughts of his departure g 
they prayed as if they wouId lay hands upolp 
his very CoUl, and by force detain it in his 
trody ; they were diltra&ed with the thoughts. 
of fo great a 1063. His funeral was folemnized - 
with all pofiible teftimonies of love and hoa 
nourable attendance, and with the abundant 
tears, not only of Chr@ms, but of Jews an& 
JYea&tns. The confluence was fo great, that 
many were prefid to death in the crowd, and 
fent to bear him company to his long home. 
-An exa& iyps of the pious times we live 
1n ! faving, that not quite fo many afe trod te 
death now as were former@ 

D. But, Sir, f have often heard the ckrgg- 
Complain, that when they have dined with. the 
b:@op, and ape coming away, they are force& 
to run the ganilope through a lane of imps- 
dent footmen snd&roanJs, who look upon 
them as the de61 OWE Lhcol’n, if every on&. 
does not give them a fhilling a-p&e, when. 
fame of them have not one more in tlaeiw 
pockets. This is a great hardfbip upon’ the 
poor clergy, who pay dear for th$r dinner-s, 
Where is the hulpifatity of this praaice ? 

E. I ds not believe a word‘ of it; I neveq 
gave a bifiop’s fervanti ;P farthing in all my 
fife; not the value of a az$e of rubaee~. 

D, Pray, I&. EVatis, Who dQe§ j!hndbfh 



L E. Why, to the bifiop of Londm. 
D. There are no fuch doings in that place 

’ as you talk of. No G&p has refded there 
for many ,years, nor any body to repreknt 
him. That ancient building is all ruinous, 
and itrangely perverted; it is Jet into fcurvy 
lodgings and apartments; turned into ware ~ 
houfes, kops and wine-vaults, and made ufe 
of by a fort of tenants that do fmall reputa- 
tion to the fiabric or the landlord. I be- 
Keve the bikop would call the minifier of B 
pariih to a firi& account, that lhouId let out 
his paribnage-houfe to fuch odd ufes, and fuf- 
fei it to run to ruin in fuch a difmal manner, 
That venerable pile, where fo many kings 
and princes. have bzen entertained, and fat in 
council, fo many learned and renowned pre- 
lates, Ridlcy, IJam@, Santfys, i&g, and 
many other great reformers, and the glory of 
their times, lived with fo much honour and 
bo&itality, is now become a nefi of - 
Would a chrifiian believe, that one end of the 
archbifhop’s palace in 25~4 is converted to a 
dancing-fibGo/, and the other end into a p&y- 
bonj ? The epifcopal ho& at WorEeJ17rr, and 
in many other &es, is all in ruins. - I da 
not fuppofe, but large fums have beea received, 
from time to time, for &Zupi&tiorzs; they look 
sharp enough after thar. Pray,. Sir, if luck 
mou$s are zmt honcftly Idd oqt, where. lies 

the 
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theremedy, or who muA call the bt$bp to 
xc&t ? I have looked into the co&x, and 
cannot find a word upon this CubjeLL 

E. Let me tell you, your infinuation is vi10 
and atheiflicsl, The inferior clergy, if you 
will, look fbarp, as you call it, after difapi- 
iia&nr, and, perhaps, are too rigid and hardr 
hearted upon that account; but the right re- 
verend prelates proceed, in that refpe&, with 
all tendernefs and humanity ; they confider the 
circumflances of the family left behind, anh 
are more likely to a,fiit them out of the re- 
venues of the enfuing year, than to harrafs 
them with Jif+&fations. Come, call a. new 
caufe ; read on. 

I?. A bifhop rnufi be apt to teach. 
E. They mufi be qualified, by their fiudy 

of the fcriptures, and their great fkill ia-ex- 
plaining. them, to i&u& and feed the Bock 
committed to their charge. And bow can 
they be otherwife, when the whole bufinefs 
of their lives has been to turn over and medi- 
tate upon thofe &red pages ? when they have 
the bible ad unguem, and have fpent the 
choiceft of their time, their breath and firength 
in cateck~+g, in expounding and preaching P 

They unravel all difficult places, all the ii* 
miles, types, parables, examples, allegories 5 
they reconcile feeming contradi&ions, and 
GM repeat you all the parallel texts from 

the. 



’ the beginning to the end. They are’ no ob- 
I/ WY perfons that the world never heard of 
k till they were called. to the choir; they are no 
i, novices, or (as the old tranflation has it) no 
i young fcbolars, 14 they fweI1 and faI1 into 
[ the judgement of the evil fpeaker ; they are no 
fi ~‘Fefi men, no raw, unfledged, pen-feathered 

divines, but ripe and in full plumage, the 
mofi ftaunch and celebrated do&ors of the fir-it 

I clafs, the admired orators and preachers of 
‘the age. They have taken their degrees, 
regularly, in our univerfities, where their 

r names will be immortal ; they performed their 
;,, exercifes with applaufe, and the fchools rung 
L with the acclamations of the audience ; they 

preached Latin fermons, read Z~%res, were 
folid and acule in c@utations, famdus for de- 
fending the primitive and pure dc&ri;l& of 
Chrifiianity, againfi AhipJjlS, DeJJs, Sxinianr, 
.FapiJ’s, F’crprcltics, Enthujj~jIr, MeihodiJls, Turks, 
‘yews and Heutbens ; their doEtrina1 and con- 
trove&l writings are admired, and ahoft: 

adored all Eur,,pe over ; their found is gone 
out into all lands, and their names, and their 

fames tqo, unto the euds of the world. How 
can they be but apt to teach, when they have 
.read over all the expofitors, the commentatons 
in all languages, all the do&ors of the e$er.n 
and wfl&-n churches ? There is not a man of 

them, 
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them, %ut may fafely fay of himfelf, whal the : 
Oxford mu& Co fweetly warbles : 

Noriar at nulli vox eJ fia pan2 mibi quicqui~ 

Graius, Arabs, Jtalus, Chaldzeus, Hebrzus- 
et AfI’ur, 

Bthiopefve jnanf facrum aut Memphitica 
Coptos, 

Is fum pi laths ex ipj fonte petitos 
Ma&n, prratn long0 circum deducere rho, 
khc, ut t-ne laudem, legi Targumque, &la- 

foramque, 
Onkelon et Kimchi, gu~z: te uel nomina ter- 

rent, 
Cammmtatares Babbiaos, KabbaIa p&p&i 
Zmplicuit mdis, c&cope axigmate texit, 

I was exercifing my poeiic fancy, fometime 
ago, in traaflating there lines into Exrg& 
verk ; you know I have a pretty knack, at 
poetry, though I do not make it my profeE 
fioa j but, 

J?ignzm laude virwn mufa vetat mari. 

My mufe forbids the worthy man to die. . 

I am glad I can repeat them ; for, I am fura 
you will be pleafed. 



I, 

%re’s no mm’s v&-e is to kiml+?f more AWWfl 
Than is fb me the hoZy rehgion 

r ’ Of Grecian, Arabian and Italian, 
Chaldzan, Hkbrzean and Aflyrian, 
What tbe AZthiopians teach, and wht tb# 

Copti, 
1 am the man ; with h&et and a rope I 
Cbufe to drsw water from the fountain-had, 
fban from tbe wan&ring Ji’reums the hers 

fled; 
And the’ I pra$ myjy 1 have read the 

Targum, 
The Mafora, Unkelos md Kimchi’s Jgrgon, 
Wbo[e very names would fright tbce, and the 

devil irlto the bargain, 3 

Y&e Rabbins chnnaexts, and the Kabbala, 
?&at fi&tb np its meaning, ,I do Jay, 
In rtul$ed knBts ati dark xnigmata. ’ 1 

What think you of that, my boy ! but if you 
chufe to have it rather in fcripture phrafe, it 
will run thus: Partbianr and Medes, and 
.EZumitre, and the dwellers of Mifipotamia, ‘ 

and in Ju&a and Cuppudocia, in P&US and 
/#a, Pbgpk and Paepb$ia, in Egypt, and 
ia the parts of Lfin abotit @em, itraa- 
get-s of Rome, Jews NK! ProJ+esb Cretes 
,and Arabians, we do all kar them fpeak in 
aus own tcraguc t&--- The world would 
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not be furprized to fee a new tranflation of 
the bible from the prefent bench of bifiops ; : 
there is not one of them but is capable zo ese- 
cute the whole, had he but time and - 
They can repeat you every fyllable of Mure 
&woch, Medrafieoth, Prike Avoth, Kether Mal- 
cuth. - And yet to look them in the 
face, you would not think it, fuch is the 
feeming Jimplicity of their venerable afpe&s ; 
but fronti nuh jdes - 0 iibrorum he/- . 
Zuones ! 0 gormandifers of books ! they have 
fwallowed and digeiIed all the fathers, the 
codes, provincials, decretals, pandeh, councils, 
cans75 ; are mafters of all the fcboolmen, not 
to fill their heads, and’ fIuf%’ their writings 
with quiddities and quoddities, and far-fetched 
unintelligible diitin&ions, but to be abie to 
reafon clofely, to argue folidly, to rebuke, to 
confute, to reply, to rejoin, to iyllogize, to 
criticize, to apologize, to advertize, to fermo- 
size, to decypherize, to - 

D. Weyday ! the dofior is in a rapture. 
E. They pafs to the cp$opal chair through 

all the lower ecclefiafiical offices ; they do 
not, as a learned writer obferves, commence 
divines and bifiops the fame moment; nor 
are they like the drogon’s teeth that Cad- 
mu fowed at Thebes, which immediately 
fprung up giants out of the earth armed cap- 

a-pee, perfe& men and perfe& warriors in one 
5 dlY 

AL 
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- Look into the, afla crudi~orum, 

ill fee their names mentioned 
with honour, and their worthy labours re? 
‘commended to pofieri ty,- 0 Mr. Dobjn; 

could you but peep into a bi@op’s library, 
and fee the holy man fitting in his purgle cam 

with his table covered with 
the learned languages, and like 

Julius C&far, dictating to two or three ama- 
nutn/ks at the fame time, and dir&ng a corT 

among the liter& over the known 
- Their Lo& is neat, chaite, ele- 

gant, anh’terfe, and fo is their W$@ - 
They are cZa$cal to the back-bone. The 
B&$?J bikops are better known abroad than 
they are at home : but a prophet has no hoc 
nour in his own couatry-- LUu@l~nai 

liferarum fautores 
or indtfi ti~abili@ni, as 

y the learned Siberians. 
There and iuch are the compellations ufed 
to our grelotes when they are addrefTizd by 

-And then, as to that folemn in- 
junOion of the archbs$op to the S;/hop ele&; 

Arc you toady with all faithful dih’gence to by- 
ni$3 and drive away al1 erroneous and 
firange do&&e, and both privately and 

I openly to call upon, and encourage others to 
do the Jame ? 

In 
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In this cafe, I fay, they are the &l/e; 2% 
reticortm, Pap$Faruns, Paganorum, the Mauls, 
the Beetles &d Wedges of Heretics, Pap@, 
and l..j~eIs ; if a blafphemous or wicked book 
creeps out, one or other of them foon cuts 
it to pieces, to the utter kame and con- 
fufion of /the gainfayer. They have an an- 
tidote ready to expel the poifon; they pray 
againlt it, preach againit it, write againit it, 
and encourage and follicit their clergy to do 
the fame. Such reverend champions they fa- 
vour and diitinguilh, and prefer them before 
all the relations in the world. They buy 
and difperfe their books, they aififi them in 
their itudies, and warm them in their bofoms. 
They do not as the great dons, in other pro- 
fefions, neglec”t, depreciate and brow beat 
writers of their own order out of a ipirit of 
pauly, or from a principle of envy, as if they 
obfcured their own chqra&ers, or - in 
-fiort, fire/y and ZnJdeZity never had fewer 
‘friends and foI!owers than in there blfld 
timer, and all owing to the unwearied in- 
dufiry and vigilance of thefe fhepherds, theie 
watchmen of ZkaJ. f will tell you what, 
I was at church in the city about three Sun- 
days ago, where two great plot&s were in 
the fame pew, and at the repeating of the Atha- 
n+ban creed, they both reverently flood up, 
and made their refponfes aloud with their 

eyes 
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f *eyes towards heaven, to the great cod&~ 
I: & myfelf and all the congregation : . neit& 
,.s Pf;‘them took fn~f, or lolled fauntiingly ovw 
5 de pew, or‘ talked to any b&y near hix~~ a!l 

the while. 
I\ 

f 

s D. Ylcti have taken a.deal of’paihs’ to prbFc 
that the CzJ~ps are a learned body, which 

f feems to be out of difpute ; for* you fee here 
in the oJ%e before us, that the bifiop eZe& 
ihA1 be.prefe~ted’ by two bishops to the .arch- 
bf@op of the province, in this fora, 

..JJoJ revercndj8thrr hima, I&Z prefht tipiio 
cyo~z this go&y and swell learned man to br 
d,ordained and confecrated bz,%op. 

. 

But I have a’ l&all fcrupfe upon me ia this’ ’ 
mtter ; how do rhefe two bifhops know thkt 

. ‘the .bifiop SeB is well learn&? 
3. Do J+OU think they give ‘this teftimbtip 

l of -him Iz>y heatfay, or by common fame, for 
?avar or affe&ion ? Can you fuppofe they 
would prefent him in that folemn manner, 
in the prefence of God, and in the face sof 
all the congregation , unl& they could do it 
with a Fafe confcience, and ‘from their own 

” eliprefs knowledge ? No, *no ; they examin@ 
him ftrifily and feverely . i-n the po$g/ot, I 

‘luppofe, the/am-us ream eccl~fi/iicarwn, Lb: I* 
~lorun~, and other godly books j and fiud- 

VOTA, I, 2? * inEg 
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iag him as learned as they expe&, they juLU+y 
beftow that chara&er upon him, they would2 
be unjufi if they did not ; I believe the whole 
world would not pevail upon them to gc~ 
againit their firm belief and conviAion iR 
that matter, even their enemies themf$lbeq 
&zing judges. 

D. Who doubts it ? But admit that the 
Whops are picked men, well difciplined, .and 
culled out of the body ,of the prkfihaod on 
account of their .profoand eru&ion, yet if 
they be ever fo Zeurned, or fo apt to teach, 
you will allow, I fuppok, ,that .it is jmpofible 
they &ould teach or feed their. J-hxk, unlefs 
they be able to ieach *he people 6n a language 
they underyand; 

E. I allow that, and what then ,? 
D. Why then, I should be glad ‘to know 

how a bifhop of a diocek ip K&k, is ca- ~ 
pable of doing his duty with a good con- 
iciezlce, when he does m urrderftand one 
fyllable of the V@.J tongue, and the people 
do not underitand a word of Eng&3? 

E. The anfwer is plain, I deny your fup- 
pofition; you are to conlider when an pmi, 
nent divine finds himfelf improluing in fpiritual 
knowledge, and fpreading, and /retching, and 
thickming, and reachbg further, and wih- 

ing, and enlarging his capacities, and bud- 
&ng and bhJooming, and growing ripe, and 

. . . as 
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‘ds 3t ‘were mafurus ep~+iru, ix? &l!rx pre- 
‘fently applies ‘himfelf to the fiac?~“’ &’ the 
&Kel@ language againft the rime comes ; ‘.t#?3 
he finds a moR eafy and .delightful enter;- 
trainment ; for the %Ifi is a foft, harmonious; 
ad niellifiuons tongue, $11 tiz.& and m& 
dy, not thickened with cqhants, nor thrrst- 
tling you with gtlthuafs; it does not m%ki: 
your tongue firike dot&e ag&‘R the roof 
-of your mourh, dr knock out ‘your j%etpet6, 

. ‘or ihake your grinders 1ike”rnany of your Nor- 
thern diale&s. And then it has abundance & 
Lh!v-ew words intermix& and f~ t’he holy 
mat-r being perfeAly maRer of the OrienM$ 

‘before, Ends it an eafy matter to ‘attain the 
Cam&-o- Britannic. I verily believe, that A- 
dam fpoke Comething of. the ?Vd& tongue 
‘in paradife, when he ~&.t’all%& to the brutes; 
and it is my firm opinion, that every bishop 
of a V$fi diocefe, is q<uaiified to i&u& his 

‘flock, to preach and pray in-the language of 
the country ; I am Cure the lafi good lord of 
$2. Davids was, for he was a migfity decy 
pbcrer of tongues. The prelates of mlef, 
muit, and do preach and pray, ‘in feafon, and 
out of feafon, or elfe, what do they ‘do there ? 
A bifhopric is as’ much, or rather tnore a cure 
of fouls, than a parfonage or v&rage, and it 
would be Itrange they Should cloath themfelves 
nlith the wool, and take no care of feeding the 

E2 fIo& ; 
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:flock ; but to preach, or pray, to the people in 
an uuknown .tongue, would be pop4vr, down- 
right popery 1 

D. It would ia; but not to urge this fur- 
v*her at prefent, 1 cannot be altogether of your 
Fpiaion, that the ibifiops in Wules underfiand 
the Ianguqge,of the country, for I have,a little 
book in my &zry, {as you are pleafed to call 
3t) that gives/a quite different account of this 
matter, and likewife of the &,$itality that is 
grtferved (as you fay) in the palaces of bz$‘hpr 
of that country, either yvhen they do, or do 
not refide 3n their diocefes, You know th,e 
bfiopric of St. Dawid~ ? 

E. I had tlg &onqur to be b.orn in that 
diocefe ; it is a Tee of a very large extent, a&i 
takes in the counties of Pembroke, ,Caermar- 

then, Cardigan, Brecon, and all Radnor, ex- 
cept fix parifhes, a confiderable Bat-t .of G/a- 
morgan$?drc, and many garifhes .in the coun- 
ties of Herefwd and Menmouth; 0 it .is a cur 
rious fine bifhopric ,! 

D. The book I fpake of is called, A vz’rw 
of the Jjlafe of rflligion in the Criocffe of St. 
Davids; it was writtep by a do&k of diviniry 
jn that principality, and his obfervations arc 
founded upon his own knowledge; here is ’ 
fuch a fcene of mifery and diltreis, of bar- 
barifm and barbarity, fuch fcandalous abufe 
&f difcipline and church power ! b.ut it is no 

wonders 



wmder, for a W./J bi(hopric is commonly 
m more than a /@gap, an came/ of big&t 
promotion ; you feldom -find a 4iIhop die in. 
@EiIion of a fee in that country% they-h+ 
not to continue there, Ion-g, they have ‘no 
time. if they had an inch-n&on, to rha’ke 
themfelves acquainted with their clergy, or their 
people; fome never go thereat all, and others 
but once, or lo, to take pofifion,2 to fettIe 
their rents, and, receive their p-dents, they gcx 
in hug, and fo they go out, they keep their 
pn eounfel,, theic ho&es are. tumbling down, 
and Co there’ is no preteAce f;lr refidence, one 
fucceeds another, and takes things as he finds 
them, ohr et idem? the country lies fn a 
remote corner of the i-&nd, not* mu&+, fre 
quented or k@x%after ; ,tbcgenv &d tpm, 
pie of fashion make no complaint, they enjoy 
their impropriations, and generally live in LOW 
don, and fpend their money.there, or in other 
@aces at a difiance,. and do not regard how 
she livings are ferved, how the people ara 
taught, and how the rlergy are itarved ; but 1 
will reach the book, here it is, I remarked 
bme particuk pairages, that made my r heart 
bleed -and firfi, do&or, for your hoJ~itali~~ 
in the bikopTs.palace at St. Dauids. 

. E, I never *was at St. Davids, but I have 
been received tith gteat. k@M3~, and.drunk 
very pod ah, ,at the palare of Abcugw& 

E3 D.. 



! matm of the mufes, once the happy ahode 
4 as. of aur archb@ops and S~j%~pzps, ib of 0x1~. 
a4 arcbdeacow, canons and prebendaries, who. 
IL Were encouraged, and thought themfelves. 
‘ obliged to maintain the honour of religion, 
-4 to attend the f&vice of their church, to re- 
‘ pair their fabric, and their ho&es creditably,. 

+ to f’pe-ad the refi of their repenaes h ~QJ:- 
4 pit&y and &Y$, in kindly welcoming. 
a and entertaining pious vifitors and itrangers, 
6 and. relieviog the poor- as liberally. The6 
6. were the good laudable pra&ces of the ‘ap: 
‘- Gent> tiraes : but alas ! what au ox%aqing* 
&change has now befallen us ; the college of.- 
‘-our fiudents is long fince difilved, a greatr 
6 part- of our, faced. aqd. m& ancient c&t-. 
i. drdq tp. in rubhagc,~ad~ ~6 the b@$s pat 
C&e, there is natBn.g to he feen. but $ateb 
6 ru;fu, and,almofi all the habitations of ourC 
* dignitaries demolifl>ed, fo that they have ia a, 
l manner left us, and coaiequently &@aliiy; 
t and charity,. see gone away, too, an4 the 
6 marks of forfakcn paverty and? defolation, 
6 feem to overrpread the whole neighhour* 
c hood ; there remains fcarce any thiag b&de. 
~6 ‘poor. lodgings, for the chapter to keep the& 
6 Pudit, for a week or a fortnight at St. James’r, 
-6 iide, and then wt are to hope fw the plea: 
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kftie of keing them no more t,iIl thg next 
“ feafon comes again.’ That is as much ‘8s to 
fay, that they come’ once a year to receive 
their money, and, the church, and the palace, 

. and the c&hedcal, and the fervice, h~#?a@~ 
and charity may go - The poor coti- 
‘tinue naked* miferablc, and unrelieved, the 
Fevenue is carried away to Lcmh71, and &her 

/ places, none of it is fcattered upon the ground 
from whence it came, it is confumed in other 
diocefes among foreigners, commonly in a 
J7o@m& ktigenteel riotous way of living+ or an 
aukZm+-d tffiiVm*ti 43f gl%%nefi j. f6r fiw of: 
thofe fort of clergy die worth a Wling, but 

_. leave their families in the utmoft mifery and- 
difircQs ; RS they are generaliy v&n, igaoratit, 
and haughty, fo t%ey are’* &&en&e; @@al, 
md &ftC They fwagger am&i. the Rtthk 

i curates, and the gaping ciowns in the country, 
f,i under the title of Mr. Dean, Mr. Aiddeacon; 

&th this diltin&tion they firut in a title page 
if they chance to write a/i:ly pamphZet or print 
a. Jolen fermon, but as for the funfiions of 
their office, to vifit their jurifdifiions, and rem 
gulate the diforders of it ;. G&o cares for, 
none of thefe things. And* the cafe I am afraid 
is much the fame in all the other bishoprics- , 
of the principah ty. 

E. Go on, have you any more ? I fIraH: 
come. over you by and by. 

E 41 , Ds. 



8s The PiIlars of ‘PRU~%CRAFT 
D. Truly I. have. cm&h more than 1 coul& 

tvi~. The Carnti pious regard obferved in fup- 
pprting) hofpitality in the palace of the &?q, 
appears notorioufly in keeping up the h02& 
of the purorhiul clergy, and providing them 
hlib,itations comfortable and proper for their 
refidexg and abade 5 the ca&, i@-short, is 
this, c Did you’ but fee what very forry and 
d rnqn cottages.. (if any) that are left for par- 
( fonage and vicarage houfes ? In mofi parishes 
6 there. are no provifions of any kind for that 
c ufe, no glebe, no ground to build upon j 
6 but where there are any, they are common(l 
4 ly fo mean, and ticonvenieqt,. as, that the 
( clergy, poor as, they are, cannot think them 
( habitable for themfelves, and therefore are 
6 obliged to part with them to any one that 
6 will pleafe to rent them ; but very often thex 
f fall ,to the jw&s lot, who to get a ferry . 
6 mainyaance is allowed the p@ilege of Mini 
6 ~1’ by thg church-yard fide.’ 4 

E, How: can tl-ris be, when to my know* 
ledge there be. fo many. vocks and Jones ia 
that country ready at h,and ? When the arch 
&arms of the diocefe,. and the T-U& deans, 
who ar,e officers under them, are fo]emnlp 
appointed to vifit the, ‘ho&es-of the clergy, 
apd to order the repairing of them,. that they, 
may be kept in order, and not be. .fuffered to 
run to ruin, The b$hops have authority t9 

compel, 
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compel the impr@r$W to find a @@le hay 
bitation for his curate, as well as to-grovide 
hipl a comfortable tnaintenance; the +rc&&i 
con is alter oculus e$yfopi, as the dean is t.hF, 
other; he- is. one of the e~gr of the bifhopi 
and his jurifdi&ion extends chiefly to th& 
affairs ; if the. houfe of the mininet be OUI 
of repair, the -churchwardens are obliged tQ ’ 

. prefent it at the sifitation, and the archdeacon 
is bound to take. cogpizrlp.ceof it, and 40 pq~- 
vide againlt it.. - 

n D.. What fig.nifies. where the power is- : 
lodged, if it be never execqted;? The arch- 
deacons do not: reJ&, thc%$% ‘they are ob- 
liged to. refidence by law ; and the bilhopq . 
take no care to co.mpel them to it. . &Vat@ 
in’ his Cornpleat Z&&ent : (~@&“I “bought 
when I “was cbtirchwardH5) ~j&x~~tly, - ‘if - 
an archdeacon bd wiifully*abfent fr&& his dig- 
n$ for the fpace of a mofith together, or- 
foi. the fpjce of tw3 months, to be accounted I 
at. feveral times in the fpace of ‘one year, 
and for fuch a time refides in any othe place; , 
h& fM1 ‘for every fuch default, forfeit *~HZ 
poyds. Whtit havock would -the’ execution 
06 this law make among the IS?@ archdea- 
cons, and among many of ‘the ~A’TzJZ~~ ones - 
too ? What advantages wouid accrue to reli- 
gio,n, what rcandalotis imputatiolis would’ be . 
filenced by ihe conflnnt enforcing of it I’ It is,1 
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their< duty to vifit zw+ F&B h t&m, p”at ‘5 
they chance. ta I ctie iwo the diocefe at &, 
they do not “hold’ their, vr+2atiuns in any EC- 
gular man&p, fo that neither:&rgy nor pea- 
pje know-when, or where, or; how. to app@ 
‘An archdeacon, may be one of the eyes of t&.. 
bikog, yet thaa officer mu&’ have a very 
Rrong fight to fee from:Hgkga~e, into C)zr-- 
~igati$ire, And then. to help% the matter,, 
the bishop, who feldom re/ides at all, CQIW- 
girnqs holds an arcbdeacmry pro two, along: 
with his. bishopric, and $5 depiives the church.4 
of ‘t,hat ufeful of&er, when there are many1 
valuable clergymen in the diaefe (notwith- 
&ding tlxe p&erty. a&‘ ‘difltefs of moft oE. 
them) who hte well qualified to fill the place, 
2nd difcharge the duties of it. The biihop,$ 
of Bangor (ii think) is archdeacon of Bun- 
& and v&deacon of Ang/ejy ; the bifiop 
of St. A/T& is archdeacon likewife of St. 

J$fiph ; what a monfirous thing is this ? What 
a ffrange accumulation of preferments, in their- 
OWR natures utterly inconfiitent and. untena- 
ble, and of- the mofi fatal tendency? to the 
di{ci’ciplhe and good order of the diocefe, the:. 
qlcrgy and people Z If they appoint archdea- 
cons, they do not oblige them, to rejde, or 
hold their vifistations, as. the law requires ; 
and if they ;.;e archdeacons themfelves, it is 
impgK]ble they filould do theirs duty in that 

@ccp) I 
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@b, wheh as t-hey are bishops,’ t& do not- - 
live in their diocefe, and cMequend$ PnnoF 
B9 aMent as bifhops, aad preknt as kakhc&+ 
etms at the f&me time; and pet Watjn de 
dares is for Iw; ~that though a bifhop per- 
kap~ be Rot tied s to refidence, by the fiatute- 
of. the 2.1fi of H. VIII. yet he is thereto”pb- 

_ li$@ by ecclPfipl?ical laws and may: be corn- 
pelled to keep refideace by- ccclejk~kuZ cm- 0 
f WBS. And if a bishop hold ia*. comnendar~~~ 
an archdeaconry, d&army, or like inferior dig- 
nity, parfonage or vicarage, with his, bifiopric, - 
he is puGMAe by the fame fiatute, if accor$- 
ing to the fame, he be not r&dent. upon fuch 1 
dignity, parfonage or vicarage, and that though * 
be be conltantly r&dent upon his biihoprio,.. 

- he ihall not be excufed thereby. But the 
difficulty is, how to put*tbef% Jams-projerly, 
in execution . The , bithope difpenfe with the.- 
refidence of their archdeacons, and it would 
be itrange they mould infifi, upon it, when 1 
they make fo light a matter of dif’enfing , with 
their own ; but (as the poet fweetly warbles) , 
defend& numerus junh’~que m&one phoianaes, 

E. Is the man mad ? What a \errible thing . 
would it be to fee a bifhop e~communi~a~ea! by 
his metropolitan for non-refidMce ? 

D. I cannot help that.: ,And now I am I 
upon this fubjcfi, I mufl take notice, that the .* 
bifllops, confcious of their own negle& of YP 

Es 6 , /i&?a?~ 
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J&I&H, are obliged as it were to. dif’nfe with 
;the reJden& of thofe parochial clergy, whofe 
livings are fkjiiient to afford them a hand* 

. fame and comfortable maintenance; for though 
minp' churches are aript of their revenues in 

- si deptor&ie manner, yet &me-of them. (I. have 
heard) $0 fiiil enjoy their fuikndawmuts, and 
afford’ drovifion fbrc the incumbents whereby 
thei may live reputably upon the fpot, and 
do good’ fervice to religion, and fupport the+. 
charaaer, with credit and honour. But theG 
fort of clergy leave their flocks to wretched : 
miferabie hirEl;rtgs, and -run out ‘of the cound . 
try into a. warmer JGfr, and -hunt after prefer-4 . 
in.ents generaliy in tmdun ; there they creep 
into curacies, and little ZeL?Mer, (and their 
modeity will fometimes raife tliem into a paid 
try popular chaplain~ip) where their brdkcn 
and unintell&ible Etig/i_F, and their fqueakr 

$-~g JK@ ditil&. give great o&nee to all fea . 
-;iqs and devout chrifiians, and adminiM _ 
mir+&and mockery to giggh’hg girls and young 
$J/?w&i who make their repding and preaching, 
.w+v~n, their common .converiation, a matter4 . 
of {port and ridi&3!e, 

E. What is that you fay, sit ? Do not 
I fpeak’ as proper &ng@ as any of you 
all, though I would not forget my-, ?E+% 
fat:. all your linfey woolfey mungref gibbe- 
rip ? . 

D* 
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_ .D.-Ydu, Sir, have had the .advantage of.. a, 
kod education ; your language is polifhed~by s 
keeping the befi of company, you dine once _ 
a year with ‘the d&or + of the parifh, your ) 
accent is foftened. by your frequent fpeaking $n 1 
public. I ; have heard you-preach at ,St. An& 
tbiin’s: in a morning, with .the general ape 
pIaufe of that elegant and diltinguitiing a&n& 
blye - You ihall now fee what regard . 
is had by theSe &iriturzli gwernors to the de- 
ccncy and conuenienry of divine worihip, by 
takidg a fhort furvey of the miferable and.ruinous 
condition of the paraebial churches i&that coun- 
try. ‘ Some churches are totally negIe&ed, 
c and very rarely, if ,at all, have any fervice 
C-performed-.in. them, and which, if they a,r+t 
T not converted to ,bns I a4 J3abk& . do onlp , 
4 ferve for the folitary . habitat!& of owt, 
c and jackdaws. In fome placts we have 
c -churches without. chancels; in others we have 

but fame p’kce . of a .&WC& that is, one 
+ 6 end, or .a /;ne zJJe, and the. defolate appear- 

‘< ante of mofi *of thofe that. are ~yet- iiand; 
6 ing, fpeak how difficult they fubfift, and 

i’ 4 how miferably they are negleeed. , In fome 
6 not only the bells. are taken away, but the 
( ~UWMS are demolished, and in marry: others, 
L -ihere are fcarce any feats, except hem and 
a-there a few. ill.. contrived and br&en,&L 
L aad benches ; their little wina’uws are witi . _ 

,’ out 
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’ Q oatkglaJ and--dttdbd iiti bUarzf$; patsy. 
%f htt5ces .i their roofs decaying, totteri%+ 
‘*and IS&~; their walls green,.@dy, and ’ 
‘ -GNUS** aQd Ery often Wjtht m&i 
0 at. #dihr ;. and theirfior~ ridged up with 
g Wte gmsm3 without ’ aq, weazeq ad;. 
%~lf. claot~ed with z . few @es. Did J,Q~ I I 
liee fo masaT pS R&& churches and char I , . 
6 pels of the bi4bops palaces5 and of almofi- 
&tall the parfouage houfes in ‘the diocefe; it 7 
+nigkk W& tempt LOU ts think, that we 
8 h& I&I in the road of the E.&S and &P 
6 racpp~s, ia. fame of their wild excurfioas, , 
c-tir that we had but v&y IateQ~ paffed the 
Y diligetice and r&rmation of an Oheriun.. 

I 

“‘m-my.’ Such -are the bleired ef&& of the 
due adminiPratioM of god4 @@‘Iw in that 8 
country ! fuch - 

E. What is the man~~tdkiag of? 1 do not * 
fay our dwrchcs in W&es, are as I fine as*, 
yours in London ; and adorned with piAuver 
aad painhgs, and’ God! knows what.; it is. 
not the WCIIIJ, or the bolls, or the pews, that 
make a church, Do not you read, that Mu/b~ 
made the altar of burnt-offering of cart-h and-: 
rough srn,&wrsJones ? Our churches are built 
of the very fame ; there.is a great deal of pia& 
1118~s aud Jmplicisy in them, nothing to draw v 
the eyes of the congregation. into fupt$itiua:~ 
sod id&try, . 

D.: 
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, ’ D. Y04a.ai-u rig& ; you &all next** +4 r 
&kph fort- of clergy are appointed in &qfc.: 
jfim$e cbwcbef, as jWtB Cd t$etlk You .w 

2 knewhat young gutc ofx the coudtry, andi 
therefore it mzty, be a curiofity. to .hear the 

’ defcription ~-4 a j We1@ curate.. a IIIF fone 
’ 4 pkes the d-v-ipian Service is totally difufed,. 

CLthere are other Come3 thtt may be kid to 
4.l~ but half ferved ; there being feverd V 
“xhurches where we are but rarely, if at: 
‘ all, to meet- with preaching, catecb@g, or 
‘ adminifiriag the holy coz~~~~l’ott. In others, I 
‘ the fcrviee of the prayers-is but po13f9 read,* 
‘ .and that, perhaps, bue once a met~rh, or 
6-once in a quarter of a year ; nor is it indeed ! 

* 6 reafonable to expe&, that they+ should be., 
g-better ferved, whik the f%ipendr allowed for* 
F the fervice of them, are f6 fma11, t&t a a 
6 poor curate muft fometimes, fubmit. to ferve 
‘.tbt’ee or few: churches for ten or twelve 
g-pounds a year, and that, perhaps, when they 
6 are almofi as many tniles difiant from’ each I . . 
‘,other. And when it- is thus with them,, 
6 with what order, or regularity are they ca- 
6 pable of’ doing that fervice ? And having 

/ *$o ,little time, and lo >many plaoes to attend 1 
~*u.pon, how, precipitately, and8 if as out of: 
6 breath, are they obliged to read the prayers, 
C. or to ihotten I an& abridge them ? And what 
6 time have they, OF their. congregation to 

: compok 
6; 
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~~ornpoie themfelves for their devotion, while 
C&thus forced to a kind of perpetual motio& 
‘6 and like hafiy itinerants, to hurry fro& 
&place to place? There is no time fixed to 
6 30 to church, CO it be on I Sunday ; fo that 
? the poor man mofi begin at a&y time with . 
‘ as many as are at hand,, faoner or later, as , 
s -he can perform. his .rouhd. He then ab- 
-9 ruptly huddles over as many prayers as may 
A be in half an hour’s time, and then returns 
4 again to his road faiting, till he has dit’l 
c-patched his. circuit,- and that wearinefs or 
,C darknefs ob&ges hi to Irefi, or perhapsi; 
6 for want of a little necelIgry \ refrefh?neob .a* 
6 home, to go where he ought not, where 
c ft is, odds, but he will meet with many 
6 of his congregation ; who, when I their short 
6 fervice is’ over,’ are too apt to think them- 
‘ felves at liberty to fpend the,: remaining part 
6 of -the day. aa an ~~alebouf&. or at fame paff ime 
‘.or diverfion, as they are .difpofed. What 
a ho/“piraliiy ,to neighbours,--or to Orangers, ,or. 
6 charity .to the poor, can they afford to give, 
4 who are, themfelves ib very indigwt as to 
‘ be mofi, in the need of charity ? How .conform? 
‘ able to the canons in their _ &-fj and ha- 
6 hits, fuuah as 
4. their orders, 

are required, 
viz;. ‘m‘ their! 

and becoming of 
gowns and caJ&pr 

c are they capable of appearing when their 
QMGUA falaries. wih. Scarce afford them fioes , 

*‘ and. i 
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j* 
.; %mdJoctings. 9’ It feems, they Jitcrtd& obey 
L the evangelical precept : they provide II&& 

gold nor./iluer,. nor /trip for their journey, 
; #either two co&, neither Foes ; aIas ! the%. 
’ have fcarce. cloaths to cover their nakednefs ; 

when& comes, the common proverb, As rag, 
ged as a We& curate. Would not any 
man of fenfe, and common piety itand amazed, 
how fuch wretches could3 ever get into or- 
deri? How a bz-op could devote fuch ignot 
rant poor creatures to minifier in holy things ? 

, What a fort of exatninotion muit pafs upon 
them before. they, are, ordained ? A b@op is 
oommanded to lay handsfiddenb on no man, 
tvithout a firi& inquiry into his life and abi- 
lities ; but. furelg he could not upon the leafi 
deliberation r&y hands upon- f&k ittirant wa- 

sg 
abond hirelings as thefe, But fo it is, and 

. tiith a good confcience no doubt - 2Qnd 
now, as this worthy writer obferves, L What 
~Acl~riRian knowledge, what fenfe of piety, 
6 what value for religion are we reafonably. 
< to hope for in a country thus abandoned, 
4 when perfons are ordained that are con- 
C*temptible in themfelves, when any little 
6 a-b-c darian fchool+naJkr, a gentleman’s but- 
1 ler, a mwatebank, or what not, fhall be lo 
6 cheaply admitted to commence cZer& on the 1 
dsprevailing merit only, perhaps+.oE fome po- 
4 tat: improp+ator’s recommendation, who . 

‘ wy3, C., 
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and.godly ccmvetfittion, to exerczp his mi- 
nifiry duly to tllp honow of Gcd, atrd A& 

#difjc9tigp @f his chsrrfh, 

The archdeacon fhall anfwer, 

What is the intention> of th>e anfwer givers. 
by the bijap eZe&? to the archbijhop, when hc 
is ronJecrated ? 

?flZl IOU be jXtbfu2 b ordaining, fending,, 
QT laying,hands upon otkrs ? 

Aalwer. 

,?.. t&i7 do;/p by tbE. bep of God. 
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, Ebwdoes he do ji when he ~TA&P%&. 
fellows who are fcandaloufiy iltierate, and me. 
iqcapable in any Gznfe to do boneerr to Go& 
or to edifV his chumh 2; 

Wheq ,I r&e& npon, thefe things, I am ut-. 
, terly confounded,. eheg can never %e recm- 
tiled. I &all fay no more, than that a&, 

a Ehef?z miferies, alf thefe prophanations and- 
Tcaudals, it is in the power of the Sr$+ and? 
his officers, in a great, meafure to remedy au& 

&pprefs ; there are laws to fupport them in. 
Yhe ex&utiou of their duty, the confqaeaces. 
muit therefore lie st iheir own doc)rs. 

E. B&w.een you and-I, ML nob@, f am. 
qfraid this is too true; but I beg.of you for. 
the love of God, zmdt out of Ape& to the 
&b, that you would sot &BY fo Katz& abr@g, 

’ 0 tell jt not iu’ Gatb ! 
D. I am come now to that, abftlrd and- 

iudefenfible pra&ice of holy ruin (as you ca4.l 
them) who accept of bifhoprics in JKXes, when. 

, they are utterly, and. in any fenfe incapable 
of doing their duty, becaufe they do nor 
srnderJad the Iart+guuge of the people they are 
to i&-u&i how can they (as the ofice of 
confecration enjoins)->& the flock over which- 
the Hob G’ho/? had, made them overfeers,. 
aad for which Cby;/t diedi how can the fheep 

, +uow the kepherdrs W&P, when they do not 
lgww; the meaaing of one IryUabk he fay-s ? ; 

W,itii 
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With what reverence and, complacency mu& 
they receive his benedih?on, when he b/e@ 
them in an unknown tongue ? To fee a bifhop 
lay his hand upon a perfon’s head, and mut# 
ter a few words over him not to be under- 
jood, looks more like a charm thap &Zeiing. 
IO the of&e of MJ@&&z, God Almighty 
is. .addreffed to endue the bishop c&i?’ with 
his Holy Spirit, that he preaching the word 
may not only be earnefi to reprove, b&d, 
and rebuke with al& pat’wnce and do&?rine, but 
dfo may be to fuch as believe, a wholr/omc 
example in word and ronverfation, 8x. Bti 
w.hat a- fcene is this, when he is appointed I 
over the fbuls of+ people, to whom he can- 
not fpeak a word to be u&e+ood’ and is uta 
terly incapable to, reprove, befeeab,, or rebuk+ 
or to hold any manner of conver/athn with 
tkm ? What is the meaning of this filema 
queition and anfwer, much too folemn to ba; 
ufed only for form? 

The archbithaR.x - 

lJWpou i~~ruriz the people’ committed to your 

charge (which hews a bifhopric is’ a cure 
of fouls) and ca0 upon God for the tvuc 
un~erJanding of theJclipiures, fo as ye may 
be abIe by them to preach and exhcrt with 
wholeJome do&i’rine, and to with/land a*&.. 
cqr~v~‘nce thegainJayers ? * - 

AnG+ver.. 



Anfwer. 

&XV can he tmh and pea&, and #.~a 
Sort with wholefome .do&rine, and i&-u& 
the people, witl@nzd and comvlince the gain- 
fayers in his diocefe, when the people per- 
haps, never once Eaw the face of him, or if 
they had, he may as well talk to them in 
Arabic, and be as well underfiood ? For God’s 
fake, have not bikqps @Is to .be faved I .Is 
religion a thing ’ real, or +s it puieJ?crofi and 
juggling, and a trade to live by ? Is this o&T&? 
no more than playing of a farce, or aEking 
of a BvoZZ ? Is God the fure avenger of breaches 
of gromife and truit, made and publifhed in 
his own mofi facred name? What can the 
people think, or what refpe& can they en- 
tertain of their pafiors, when - But this 
honeJ writer reprefents the cafe in a much 
better light ; though he fpeaks with great 
warinek and caution (for the fubjefi it ‘feems 
is exceeding tender) yet he fays enough $0 
expofe and explode fo unjuitifiable a cufiom, 
ti oppofite to common fenfe, and which can 
admit of no glofs or fhadow of retion to=- 
:cammend it, 



E. I wiih you had dank with’your book;‘for 
:my time is 1 ahnofi me, ~1 c?xpeti the clerk 
:every moment. 

D. c The dXp&g 6f Wd& ‘prefermerits 
8 to fuch as are wholly ignorant of the lan- 
cguage, has *contributed mt a htt!e to tRe 
* decay and’ @Xvt~%- of: our te&ion. The 
*‘bencAts of thk c;huuch should be accepted 
‘*‘for no other ,end, but of being ufefuZ and 
*#*d&g the fervice of the ~chtrrrh; whole 
‘a had they eat; it being .j& and, ,sequitabie 
6 that they ?Iiould be qualified for the duiy 
6 where they receive the PFOJ%; and it can- 
*not be fiippofed %hat they are fo, ‘till they 
6 make themfelves inteZZ;gibZe to the flocks 
s they are to guide and overGee. ‘For as St. 
4 Paul obferves, when the woiie .of him that 
*Jpeaketh is not tinder-cod, thn both ‘he that 
*Jpcaks, ‘and he tbaP is fpoken to, ar4 mutu- 
*g aZb barbtirians 1 id eeti orher; $nd a greater 
‘ yet infinEtely than St, Paul hath told us, 
6 that it ought to go into the charaAer czf 

y a good fiepherd, that the iheep should know 
“r his uorce; . .which plainly enough Ggnifies, 
‘ that no one c&n be faid to be an ufeful 
** and good paJor whofe Speech or voice Es 
c unintelZigibZe to ,his people. The reafon of 
4 the thing is lo clear and unanfwerable, as 
6 that it is in truth amazing, that ambiricn 
“5tfelf, ,with all its fubtle ,inventions, fllould 

‘ &ix& 
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Y ihink to find out arguments to junifik the 
* contrary; for of what. ufe can any o&.-be. 
* (let his learning in other re$pe&s be evei: 
4 ib great) to $?1~u~, md teach thofe whom 
6 he cannot ‘/peak to ? And therefore what 
* benefit are the people to extpe& as to 
* knowledge, or information from the mini- 
4 ftry of fuch, who can neither preach nor 

‘4 pray, Co as to be wlo&$‘ood by them ? Will 
* after-ages believe, that there? should ari& 
-X among the learned, and the knowing thoE 
6 who ibotid not doubt of their fufficiency 
4 for, or of their &NfnlneG in, the diiharge 
6 of this’ mofi f&-nrn PMJ?, without either 
Y under/landing the language, or ever feting 
l the faces of thofe they are fpiritually to 
‘$ed and ovp$e ? While thiogs continue 
6 thus, with what kind of decei~cy 6rn we 
6 ,declaim againit the p&pi/h :praAice of teach- 
** &g men, it is neither .neceffary they should 
:C reud the fcriptures, nor underjiand the prayers, 
* when what amounts to fo rfiuch the fame 
6 thing, and is fo, like it, is praAifed and 
6 allowed among ourfelves, by afflgning paA 
JJorr that are uninrelligible to their congre- 
SG @ion ?’ * 

A?& On my .word, your author fpeaks good 
genie, his obfervations are jufi ; and whatever 
has been the prafiice of late in filling the 
JYeZ@ biikaprics with .pafbrs that are &angers 

to 
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& the language, ’ j& that the ’ cafe was &her- 
44fe formerly, appears by an afi paffed in the 
,reig6 of Charh II. Which enjoins, that rho” 
Whops of Hereford, $t. Dc;vids, Afaph; Bati- 
gor, and Landof, and their Jacceprs, fhall 
ttike fuch order among themfelves, for the”fml’s 
health of the flock commited to their charge, 
that the lz’tutgy of the-churth of England, be 
truljr and exa&?4 translated into the Enitifi or . 

Klfi tongue, and the fame fo tranffated, antI 
by them, or any three of .them at leaf& view- 

ed, pert$d, an ahwed, ‘be.imprinted, and the 
whole divine, ririce ‘be ufed, a&I* Cd by the 
mkilters -atid L es -throughout 311 Wales, 
-in the &&~-or ?elfi tongue ; an’d therefore 
:ifis that if a clerk-be prefented to a church 
,in Waler, who does not underj’and the Ian- 
Aguage, the *ordinary may’lawfully refuj him, 
:be&[e he-is ‘impable &the cure. 

D. It -is certain by the at7 you mention, 
that bifiops were in thofe days appointed to 

*he EV$$ fees, who perfe&ly under-oad the 
Janguage ; for to what purpofe were they 

<ordered to view and pp~j2 the tranflation of 
the *liturgy, ‘if they were not able to under- 

Jand it ? Their. /IlcceJ?rs9 by this afk, me 
likewife fuppofed to be capable from time to 
time to view, and peru/“e, and fee the liturgy ’ 
imprinted in ?Ve@; and how fufficient the 
@relent /;t -are to difcharge, ‘or attend fuch 
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a’bufinefs may be eafily conje&red, when I 
Glieve not one of .them can read or under- 
itand one fentence in the whole ‘book. I 
find there is a defign at prefent to pubMh a 
large imprefiion of J#%l/h bibles under the 
diref.ffion ofthe bzJ50p~ of the principaliry ; ten- 
derly expreffed-! I kwuld be glad to know 
which of them ‘per+ the fieets, or corre&s 
t’he prefs ? H ow fhocking is it to confider that 
the bible, on which the falvation *of $0 many 
thouiands depends, fhould be left tothe mercy 
of a ‘hackney translator, to add, to omit, ‘or 
alter what doBrines he pleafes .Z What havoc 
may be made with the article of the Trinity 
at this rate .Z And then, with regard to the ’ 
power they have by law td refufe a &rk, who 
does not w.zderJa*d the JVGZ@J tongue, and to 
keep him out of the diocefe, and to feecure by 
that means, that the divine fervice may be 
performed in the language of the country, they 
are To far from exercifing this authority, where- 
in religion and the good of fouls are fo nearly 
concerned, that they frequently prefent to liv- 
ings in their own gift, and admit by the pre-’ 
f&tation of others, fuch Jerks as are Elrgi& 
men, and fometimes 1-+gees uf other ccun- 
tries, who cannot fpeak ONE Jrlilluble, and 
underfiand as little of the language as them- 
iElves. 

v 0 L, I. F AYP 
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E. What think you of Dr. CTuevor, the bi- 

fhop of St. Davz’ds? There are many families 
of the %vors in Wales. 

D. That may be ; but let me go on with 
my book, I have almofi done, 6 The ‘emi- 
6 nently pious bishop BEDEL, when he was 
‘ promoted to an It-i@ fee, thought himfelf ob- 
‘ liged to learn that language, to which he 
* fo applied himfelf, as to be fo great a 
8 maiter of it, and fuch a critic, as to corre& a 
6 tranflation which he ordered to be made of 
8 the old te/ament into Ir$S, in order to 
6 be joined with the new and the common- 
‘ prayer, which were done before. Having 
( given this example in his own .pdrfon, he 
6 with the more authority could require his 
6 clergy, as he accoidingly did, to conform 
C themfelves unto it ; he therefore plainly told 
6 them, that fuch only he would encourage and 
4 prefer there, who could uJ?..z& and preach in 
6 the It-ifi lawgunge, which was, he laid, a qua- 
‘ Jification~ ab/cilutel~ neiefiry in every miniiter 
4 that had the care of an Zrl$S congregation. 

4 It .was upon the fame view, that is, of 
4 being as ufeful as pofflble to his diocefe, 
6 that the date ma0 learned and piorcs bishop 
6 L/OJd of ~firq#er, 6X3 4his proQ?otion to the 
6 bifhopric of St, A/‘alab, *thought it his &sy 
6 alfo to learn the language .of the country, 
6 fi) far, at led, as ta be able to read .it, to 

( ad- 
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C adminiJIor the -facraments, to conjnn *them, 
( and to cji’ciate publicly among them in their 
c own tongue ; which was .a means, not only 
c to render him more ferviceable, * but of 
* mightily endearing him to his people, whs 
‘ could not be infenfible of the goodnefs, and 
g fingular condeCcenfion he expreffed, by be- 
* ing at ,the pains -of lea, ning their language, 
‘ for no other end, but to hew his earnefi 
< defires of doing them more good. Again, it 
( was upon the -fame principle, (as I am in- 
J formed) that Dr. Bradford, the worthy and 
* learned bifhop’of CarZ$‘e, though there were 
J many motives to induce him to it, did yet 
J decline of accepting a bishopric in hTaZer, 
8*becaufe he was a Jlranger zo the language ; 
* and that ,he therefore confcientio&ly S&x$ 
( -he fhould not be abIe to be $0 ufefu1 to his 
‘ diocefe, nor fo capable of edzyying and in- 
~J+-Ming them, as he thought himfelsf obliged 
J to be,’ What think you of fuch men as there .Z 

E. Thofe were brave men indeed ; but I 
admire, Mr. &@n, why gcntZemen of E:llg- 
land will give them&es the trouble oflqarn- 
4ng a Orange language, and -clambring with their 
,pwtmanteau’s and c&J bidgs into she cold hilly 
country of Wiles hr’hi/%oprics, hen there are’ 
fo many of <the natiwes, who are uCed to the 
iroughnefs of the roads, and t&e fharpnefs of the 

t sris, that are fuficiently quaMe by undes- 
F2 &anding 
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fianding rhe %@ toogve, to execute that vei 
nerable office ; for my owtt pbrt, I can only an- 
$wer for myielf; I fhall be always ready upon 
the leafi notice, when God and my king fhall 
pleafe to call me to that laborious and impor- 
tant trufi ; an+ I may Cay yithout vanity- 
but, I fee one of the bearers coming; they itay 
for me in the church-yard; I muit take my leaue. 

D. Remember the pig to-morrow. 
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AN ’ , 

ADDkESSt 

1 Occafioned by a SE RMON, intitled,, Tile divinct 
InJi rft :on of the MiniJ2ry, and tke abjd* 
nece~/‘Tty of Church-Governmen;; preached before 
that Wniverfity by the Rev. Mr. yojph Betty, 
on the 2 r i)_of September, I 729 

.t l 

By I. w. L.. . 

-----We know their holy jugghgs, 
Things tbat would/tartlefaitb, and make us dem. 
&‘ot this, or that, but all religions fal/c. 

,i’ 
, By education n@ have teen mi/ed, 

So they believe, becaufe they/o were Lred, 
The prie,fi continues what the nurJe GegarP, 
Avd thus the child impo/eer on tbe man. DRYD. 

Nothing is more dangerou:, nothing more dreadful than for 
men to alrume to themfelves a p.ower which heaven has 
denied them j iuch men ma>; indeed pot?ibly deceive the 
world undera falfe chara&er, but God will not be mocked, 
the All-wife will not be over-reached by the crafty pre- 
fumptions of feigned ftewards ; nor will the monarch of 
heaven be impofed upon by the pretended credentials of 
falfe embaKadors. Mr. BETTY’S Sermon. 

Firlt printed in the yeqr 1730, 
4; 

F3 



AN 

ADDRESS 
TO THE 

Univedity of Oxford. 

GENTLEMEN, 

Relieve you will agree with me, that it 
is very jufi and reaconable, to expel 
Comething uncommon, in a fermon preach- 

ed before the Univerj”ry of &ford; the per- 
fons who are appointed to entertain fuch a 
learned audience, being {uppoled to be every 
way qualified for fuch an honourable employ. 
This expefiation of mine naturally led me to 
put-chafe and per&e a. fermon lately publiked, 
which recommended itfelf by being preached 
before that Urriver/St). I W;IS plerifed with 
the hopes of being agreeably entertained and 
infiru&ed by, an addreis to io learned and 
polite an audience ; but how far, and for 
what reafons, I was difappointed, wili appear 
by the fequel. 

F4 1 



1 chufq Gentlemen, io addrcfs myfc-lf ow 
this occafion to you, who ale undoubtedly 
the mofl competent judges of an affXr of this 
nature ; and becnufe I apprehend it is in fame 
mcafure incumbent upon the cit~i~ve?$ty, to take 
care that no difcourles hou:d be preached before 
thetn, at lea!? net $u~/:/~kf to tSe wtrhf, which, 
ax r[ffiLint in poirif .f ju) m$ning or charity. 

That the d&out% above-mentibned is re- 
markably deficient, in both infiances, through- 
out almoit every paragraph, is what, in*my 
opinion, appears not dificult to prove, to the 
fitisfa&ian and’ convifiion of any, but thofe 
who have the happinefs of the i;dme frof~~nd 
Ieurx&g and intelleRs as Mr. Betty : and all 
f’uch I freely leave to that vmerabh Perfon, 
X&I hutb an ttnhfeniable right, and undoubted 
uutkority, to h$hk, reprove and exhort, dire8 
and govern t/em. 

Tn the firft pface, Gentlemen, I think your 
orator fomewhat unhappy in the choice of 
his text ; which, I fuppofe, he would infinu- 
ate as a divine proof out of the holy writings 
s’f the main pofition in his fermon; vi2 ibe 
d’viae inJittit”oa of rbe mzh$ry : whereas them 
is not the leafi foundation in the words them- 
fJvcs for any fuch fancy, they being appii- 

cable 



cabIe to the apoftle St. Paul himfelf, Z@ no 
one individGa1 perfon befides. In the begin- 

ning of his epifile he tells the Gola~ia~~, that . 
he was an ap.vfZe, not of tl;m, neithw by n/en, 
but hj Jp/uss Ch$, a.Td God the Path- ; 
which’is very little different from his ufual man- 
ner of’ expkeffion, as is evident if we review 
the beginning of any of his epifiles, for in 
them he calls himfelf, an apojfe hy the ~‘12 
of God, an exwefion which is very eafy and 
obvious, and which none who are acquaint- 
ed with his hifiory couId pofflbly mifiake : 
the reafon wh) the apoitle varies from his 
more general form of expreffi-:n, in the begin- 
ning. of. his other epifiles, none need be a 
itranger to, w,ho will give himfelf the 
trouble of reading the whole chapter.< 

Rut what reference bath this’ to the inffi- 
tution of a minifiry feventeen centuries after ? 
what conneCtion hath the appointment of St. 
Paul to the apo/;llefiip; which certainly was 
by the will of God, and thar revealed in a 
particuIar and miraculous manner, with the’ 
inJ;lt’tlttioQ of Mt. Jofeph Betty to the mini- 

pry?’ or how doth it follo:v, that becaufe the 
former was by divine appointment, that this 
is equally true concerning the latter ? I fear 
if &jr. B-- had not taken orders till he 
had the divine appointment intimated in the 

F5 
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words of his text, the world mufi have be6 
for ever deprived of his z+rutljons,yeproofs and 
exhortations. . 

But if it was not our. preacher’s intentiot) 
‘to make this ufe of his text,. yet as he: hath 
feparated it from the words preceding and 
fo!Iowing, it was very likely to be underfiood 
in fuch g fenfe, agreeable to the t&or of his 
whole difcourfe. He ought in juftice there- 
fore, to have expre/y gunr&d his audience 
againfi underfianding the words in that fenfe, 
which his choice of them wbuld naturally lead . 
them to. 

After our author, hath given US a fpecimea 
of his profoound judgment, in the choice of a 
text which hath no relation at all to the 
difcourfe which is fuppofed to be founded on 
it;, for with. equal reafon, and the fame 
propriety, he might have chafe the fir0 verk 

0 ofthe firfi chapter of GeneJs ; I ‘fuppofe he 
had a mind to fur-prize his audience with Come. 
what bright and unrommon. 1 am indeed an 
entire ftranger to the perfon and charafier of 
our preacher, but upon reading his firJf pa- 

ragraph, I prefently imagined, that when he 
was preparing this great and wonderful per- 
formance, he was fomewhat diffident of him- 

klf 
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felf and his&abilities, fdr which re,zfon, lelt 
the audience should immediately fettle them- 
ielves to fleep, he took extraordinary care, 
and uncommon pains about it: certainly the 
wonderous difcoveries in this firfi paragraph, 
muft be ‘the prod& of great Rudy and ma- 
tare deliberation 3 there are fame very deep 
and hidden’ things, which a genius lefs Gga- 
cious and profound than Mr. B --J’S 
could hardly difcover. He tells us, that 
<‘ though the lovelinefs and beauty of religion 
a< are motives itrong enough to engage the 
“ elteem and admiration of the world ; though 
“ religion itfelf be highly agreeable to all the 
(l laws of reafon ; though it be neceifdrily al- 
6‘ lowed to be the ornament and perfeaion of 
‘6 our nature, yet were its difpenkrs entirety 
6~ udauthorkdj had their precepts received 
6‘ no fan&on; nor they then&elves any corn- 
“ inXion ; were there indeed no divine po- 
“ fitive inltitution, all the plaufible argu- 
6‘ ments, all the powerful obligations, which 
at are generally pleaded in its behalf, would 
6‘ then be very precarious and uncertain ;” 
i. e. in other words, that all our ublz’ga:iom 
to virtue and religion, which are founded upon 
its intri:lfick beauty and lovelinefs, upon its 
conformity to the eternal nature and reafon 
of things, and moreover upon its being the 

F6 ex- 
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exprefs will * of thg DeIq, \uho as the an; 

thor of our beings, hath an undoubted right 
to our obedience, yet that all there pozue,ful 
oJlixations, would be VEY~ prrcarious and ulz- 
rertnin, except the d~;$rnfSs of tJ?+e -truths, 

had hen auth~ized or received a ,ommifion 

to tell US, that we are obliged 10 a Ifi of vir- 

Strange indeed ! that the rer- 
Gnt~ of our obligation to virtue and religion 
fbould depend upon a p&on’s bqing aurborix- 

rd or not authori’x-d to tell us our duty : - this 
is bad reafoning, but wcrfe divinity ; and yet 
no lefs a perfon than ;L ?T?i:fer cl- nu;s, and an 
univerjfy oratx, out” .of his abucdan t zeal-for 
he know& not what, bath been pleafed to 
afTtIre the world, that all their obligations to 
religion, and the necelS!y of their obLdience 
to rhe precepts of chriftitianity, which arife from 
the moraZjitnefs of the duties and virtues which 
it recommends, aPd the retatian which we bear 
to a Deity, to GUY fi/$bw creatures, and 
j&es, which depend upon the Izatwe’ 

to utr- 

azd rra- 

+ I add this, becaule if our author hath anv 
meaning to‘ihis exyrefion, had their p ereps wceiwd 
to /;?t~ iim. he mu8, 1 think. m-11, had not the 
precepts which the c!er:y deliver to the pecylz 
(which by the way are Improperly called theirs, 
becauk if thi-y de:iver none but what are agree- 
able to t!?e will of Ch:ifr , a;.d the ruie of the Gof- 
pel, they are the precepta of Chri3, and not theirs) 
received the fini1 on 0f’uivir.e zutnosirf~. 



fan of things which is eternal~ urzaZte~ab!cF 
neither to be changedor dejroyed by the caprice , 
of men, nor by the arbitrary will of the Deity 
L&&y: yet I. Cay that the certainty of there 
divine principles, and the necefity of our con- 
formity to them, depends upon an appoint- 
ment Rnd de&nation of Come whim&al and 

chimerical powers, in the hands of a particular 
fet of men. ‘Whether by fuch a conduti, and 
jkh principles, our preacher hath recommended 
the chrifiian religion, and the conflitution of 
our church in particular, which in their na- 
ture and tendency they are inconfflent with, and 
dire&ly contrary to, I leave to the impartial 
world to determine. 

What he immediately adds, is no-t aindged 
a confirmation of what he hath Lid, a thing 
that is f&e, being for that reafon, incapable 
of a confirmation; but our author points out 
his meaning, in yet fironger terms, by add- 
ing ‘6 a voluntary choice might indeed re- 
6‘ commend, or a difcretionary power would 
6‘ perhaps naturally,enforce its dofirines ; but 
‘6 an abfolute necefity of a&al obedience 
‘6 would be entirely cancelled.” A &m*ary 
choice recmmetzding, and a dzJb-2fimmy p.wir 

n&at-cllIy cn$v-cing, are certainly flowers of 
univerfity-rhetorick ; perhaps indeed peculiar 
to the fellows of EWJ college. I fuppofe ,our 

author 
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author means, that if there were no dl#enftir 
authorized to in[tru& US in our holy religion, 
yet that Come perfons would chufe to be vir- 
tuous, and others from prudential confidel;a- 
tions would conform to its precepts and doc- 

‘trines; but yet that upon the above-mentioned 
fuppofition, an abfolute neceffity af a&ual obe- 
dience would be entirely cancelled.‘ What ! 
not only cancelled, but entirei’y canceled; in 
the former paragraph he only told us, that ex- 
cept d$p nf e ers were nuthorized, al1 the power- 
ful obl&tion to religion would be precarious 
and uncerfain : but upon fecond thoughts, I 
imagine that appeared too favourpble ; where- 
fore he now adds, that the necefity of our obe- 
dience would be entirely cancelled. 

And by way of illufiration, our orator tells 
US, “ That the ha& and more fevere pre- 
‘6 cepts of chrifiianity would eafiIy find too ’ 
‘6 good a friend in our corrupted natures to be 
‘6 rightly obferved and embraced.” In my 
opinion, the words themfelves carry their own 
realon along with them ; the bar4 and more 
,jhere precepts of religion, for that very rea- 
fon, and becaufe our wntzrres are corrupted, are 
not rightly embraced and obferved by us ; but 
then this doth by no meaus follow, whi$b 
our preacher intimates to us, from the want 
of autborixed and comm@oned d$en/ers ; for 

the 



the fuppofition, of fucli authorized difpenfers 
would be of no Service to us in the prefent 
Cafe; for without all doubt, thefe bar- and 

’ jk~e precepts would find the fame g.ood friend 
in our cour@ted nattires, whether we had a 
divinely commifIioned- miniitry or not : nei- 
ther will the odd and fanciful obfervation which 
is immediately fubjoined clear up this matter 
at all, 

And though Mr. II. dbth conce& (won- 
drous modefi !) that the truth of the above 
arertions are too plainly evident to be denied ; _ 
yet for fear others fhould not conceive in the 
manner that he doth, he is pleafed to quicken 
and promote their concepthn with a familiar 
obkrvation, (‘ That the mofi proper advices, 
4~~ the mofi prudent co-u&Is, t)re mofi ufe- 
cc ful admonitions, unlefs given by a perfon 
u who has a warrantable right of admonifh- 
‘6 ing, and -an uncontefied power of inltru& 
a‘ ing, are commonly looked upon as unfea- 
*C fonable, trifling, and impertinent.” From 
hence our preacher would infer, that except 
the clergy had a warrantable right of admo- 
nifhing, and an uncontefied power of ink.&- 
ing, their preaching would be looked upon as 
unfcafonrible, trifling, and impertinent. 



And really, if I may ‘ipeak my own opi- 
nion of this matter, I do not apprehend that 
the cafe dipers much at prefent.; for though 
they are allowed to have a warran table righr, 
and an unconeefted power of infiru+lg, yet 
I fear their difcourfks are generafly e&xm’d, 
and if managed in the fame manner as our 
preacher’s, very defervedly, un/E$onab/e, tri- 
P;ng, and imp0 tinetri. 

But becaufe‘ Mr. B. conceives that this ob- 
fervation confirms the truth of his sETCons, it 
may not be improper to enquire into its na- 
ture and pertinence. 

It is certainly a very juft remark, that when 
a perfon unuJxl interferes in the common 
affairs of life, we generally think him im- 
pertinent, and his advice uufeafonable ; but then 
this will not, as I apprehend, be of any fer- 
vice to Mr. B’s caufe ; for if we a& or de-’ 
Sre the advice, I think then we very feldom, 
(I am f’nre we ought, never> etteem it ZUZ. 

fcafomb/e cr imp, rf:’ n&; nay, I doubt not, but 
fuch a requefi would be looked upon by any 
petfon, as a better warrant and power, than 
any commifion or warrant which another for- 
ward to give his advice fiould pretend to from 
heaven : but our preacher’s obf’ervation mufi 

be 
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be enlarged, in order to do him any fervice, 
for as- it now fiands it anfwers no end’; he 
mufi obrerve further, that. the advices ,and 
counfels of a perfon, who hath a z*ar,,alrtatle 
fight o/f adnronijh’ng, are (and for that rea- 
f&l, I mean, becaufe he bath fuch right) well 
received, are efieemed fcafoonuble andpel ikent j 
and in the cafe bef&e us, that this warrant- 
able- right cannot be as well given by the 
people who are to he inftru&ed, as by divine 
appointment, i. e. he mufi obferve, that of 
two perfons, the one of which hath his powers 
from the people, who are to be i&u&ted, ‘who 

authorize and pay him’ for fo doing; and of 
the other,. who pretends a divine comm~~oon to 
teach : I fay, he mufi obferve, that the in- 

Jhflionr of the $~rner are reckoned unfea- 

/;onable and impertinent, and thofe of the latter 
attended wa’th/irccej. Except Mr. B, is pleafed 
to obferve thus much, his obfervation might 
as well have been fpared ; for as it now itands, 
to- afe his own words, it is unja/tnable, trz$ing 
and imperhnt. 

Our preacher adds, 6~ The truths them- 
Cc felves, how important foever, are generally 
“ negleaed, and he that too zealouflyy pro- 
“ pagates them is,. not always undefervedly, 
w i4b treated.” This, I think, is very oddly 
exprefid, for who would imagine that by tar 

zenlohfly, 
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zeahwfly, fhould be &ant per/Pm not at&s- 
rized ? He goes on, “ But what if noify and? 
“ impudent pretenders are jufily punifhed, for 
“ prefumptuotdly arrogating to themfelves a 
a6 claim to which divine laws have never gi- 
CC ven, and to which human laws can never 
“ give, any title ?” I apn fomewhat at a lofs 
to know who are there no12 and impudent pre- 
ftnders ; it mufi certainly refer to thofe in 
the former fentence who loo xecduw~y propa- 
gated unfeafonable truths, but then I think it 
is itrangely connefied : in the former kntence, 
they are ill treated for propagating truth loo 
zea/owJy, in this truly, though he certainly 
means the very fame perfons, and thofe guilty 
of the very fame crimes, yet they are juftly: 
punified for arrogating a claim, to which divine 
laws have never given, and human laws never 

can give hn a title. But what, pray, is this 
mighty claim, for the arrogating of which there 
perfons are punished, and to which divine laws 
have not, and human laws never can give _ 
a title ? All the claim already men&oned, and 
to which this can pofibly refer, is that of’ 
fame perfons inflrufling others without a war- 
rantable right ; and it is certainly fomewhat- 
very firange and unaccountable, that human 
laws cannot give a perfon a right of this na- 
ture. That divine laws have never given no;/v 
aPrd impudent grtiewders vy title to teach and 

idhIlt 
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MM2 others, I am indeed very ready to ac- 
ltnowledge; and this makes me inclinable to 
believe, rhat our pr6acb&s mini&y is ef me 
and not of God. 

After this, our orator goes on in- a very 
moving and pathetic itrain, to lament and 
mourn over 6‘ fame venerable perfons, who 
“ have an undeniable right, an undoubted 
“ authority, a legal comzrriffin, to teach and 
‘6 infiru&, to reprove and exhort, to dire& 
Ir and govern.” He hath not told us who 
thefe venerable perfom are, but whoever they 
are, I cannot fee any rdafon we fhould pity 
them, for it Gems they are $4 the angels 
I4 of God’s chwch, the fbrs in his right hand,, 
u and have a power fuperior: te * angels and 
‘6 archangels themfelves ;‘* and doubtlefs, 
*here wonderful privileges and powers are 
able to fupport them under all their calamity 
and difirefs. 

But what is it that thefe venerable perfons 
have an undoubted right to ? It is, he teller 
tis, to teach and i&u&, to reprove and ex- 

e &ort, and at lafk comes out, to. dire& and 
govern ; 

* I think 
us with the 
confifls. 

our preacher fhould have acquainted 
nature of this power, and wherein it 
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govern j which is, I fear, the grand fecret an8 
main fpting of this mighty machine, which 

gives motion to all its parrs:- in the former 

pages, we had never a word about govern- 
ment; though were it not for the fake of this, 
I imagine, we &ould not have heard any thing 
about warrantable powers to admom& teach 

and inJruH: I doubt not, there venerable per- 
fans would have been very eafy in their de- 
mands of fuch a power as the latter, and the 

people as eafy in the grant of it; but-when 

once they come to talk about government, and 

prefumptuoufly arrogate a claim,, to which nei- 

ther divine nor human laws; ever1 gave’ them 

a title, no wonder then, that they tneetrwith 

that fcorn and contempr, which our preacher 

laments in fuch a moving itrain. But it feems, 
he is not willing barely to lament, and de- 

plore their hard and unhappy fate; no, ht 
thinks. it: not unfaafoaable~ Cc to vindicate their 

& mit?ion; to prove their authority, and magr 

‘6 nz$jj their office ;” and’ I think it not 

unfeafonable to fee how he hath acquitted: 
himfelf. 

He begins. with cndeavourhg to demonff rate. 

(wondrous modeity !) Cc Firfi, that God has 

“ inflituted and eflabliIhed a minilb-y by Chrifi 

c6 and his agoflIes, to a& between himfelfband 
“ mas- . 



tzftd ORTHODOXY;~~~~O.Z; ’ J r7 
a .mankind, in the great and‘important afTair 

A‘ of their faalvation.” 

’ He begins- the proof hereof tiith,a remark, 

that there have been prieits in all ages and na- 

tions, and that thefe priefls were conitantly _ 

looked qon, in a pious jnfi, as fuccefsfuL* 

mediators between God-and men. 

It is indeed a truth too great to be denied, 
and at the fame time a melancholy infiance 

of the degeneracy of the human mind, that in 

almofi all ages and nations of the world, there 

have been fome perfons bf an infamous cha- 

raEter ; who, to carry on fame mean and 

bale defigns, to promote their own interei), 

6anity and pride, ,have taken advantage of the 
weakneis and ignorance of their fellow- crea- 

tures ; and it is not improbable to fuppofe, 

fometimes under the particular dire&on and 

t&fiance of their mailer the devil, whofe fe,; 

vants thy were, and whoJe proper work nnd 

bu/ine/ they were doing, have put ‘in praCtice 

all 

+ A very odd expre&m in a chriffian divine; 
for though our great high priey, and author of our 
holy religion, is itiled the mediator between God 
and men, let to apply this charaAer to the prieff- 
hood, and call 3t a picur fen/e, is an infiance of 
lsncommon wanifg and WeaRne/s, not to call it 
wo&. 
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all poifible and ,pIaufible arts to imgofe upoa 
the judgment and imagination of mankind, 
and vainly pretended to greater degrees of 
favour with the deity, or fame imaginary fu- 
perior beings, and under that pretence have 
feduced their refpeaive followers and admirers 
into grofs and Ecaaddous errors, unworthy of 
men, or of reafonable beings; infom,uch that 
they .forfeited their proper charaaer, and a&ted 
far beneath the rank and dignity .of intelli- 
gent creatures, by an &je& snd firvile Jub- 
nzzj%n of their reafon and underfbmding, to 
the guidance and dire&Eon of their priefts, 
and by a conformity to alf their ~24 truw 
pery and ridiculous rites, under the fa@ and 
equally fooZzj2 notion of religion toward the 
Gods. This hath been the co&ant b&e& 
this the true chara&er of thofe pri~JZs which 
our orator refers to: but why he hath thoughe 
groper to Cng this miferable aate and con- 
dition of ,mankind into our view, except ?S 
be to raife our abhorrence againit thofe vile 
feducers, and their fucceKors in the office, I 
cannot pofflbly imagine; for this, I hope, is 
far from being a proof, that prieJs are uf a 
divine appointment ; not only far from being 
Q dir-c& proof, but likewife far from adding 
the leafi force or ftrength to ,his argument, 



But having done with there, our preacher 
proceeds to tell us, that the txue reli$on ha&, 
.had its tninij’ers, if not from the beginning 
of the world, yet certainIy from the patri- 
archal ages, and that the priefihood was lodg- 

,ed in the fir-it- born, which he would infinuate 
as an argument of its dignity; or, as he hath 
expreired it, that the dignity of it was reputed 
uer;y great. In the preceding f&Son he tells 

,US, that it was the bufmefs of the priefis, 
to tea&, exhort, and inJru&.f, and here, oh 
admirable difcovery ! he .fays the prielthoad 
was lodged in the * firit born, fo that they 
were kings and pt-iej?s at the &me time ; and 
$rom hence he draws his argument for its 
dignity. I -wonder much who our preacher 
would have to teach and inAru& his farnil-y, 
but its maiter or head; ought not he there- 
fore, who is its king, to be its prieft ? Cer- 
tainly none is fo fit and proper for t-hat of- 
-&e ; ?hich, in my opinion, entirely deitroys 
his curious argument for its dignity, whick 
qerhaps he was confcious of : for though he 
&ys, from hue it d$th mani&?~ appem- ; yet 

he 

* I fuppofe our preacher ,means -the m@r of 
.-the firnib, for l it .is hardly to be imagiaed, that 
thefirp-born was &ng of the family while his father 
was living ; or that after his dmafe he ww J&g 
in the family of his brethren, 



he immediately adds, but be this as it wilt; 

intimating, ‘as one would ‘imagine, that no 
great 4lrefs Qught to be laid 6n it ; and if he 
is content thus eafily to yield up his own ar- 
guments, I fee no redon why I fhould be con- 

cerned for them : wherefore let .us attend to 
what follows, which .is , s6c that tche office was 
(‘ really executed, and that to no infignificant 
6‘ ,purpofe, that its threats were sneither looked 
cc upon as mere niceties or dreams, nor its 
Cc cenfures efieemed as altogether vain and 
Cc inefeAua2, is, I think,, ind~$u~ably certain, 
“‘-from the famous Tory of Abraham and 
cL AbimeIech.” The office, as he before de- 
Bribed it, was to teach and -exhort, but by 
this which immediately follows, it feeems to 
be of a different and contrary nature, for he 
talks of threats and cenfures. But she hath 
abti/ed Abraham, and perverted the /Eriptwe 
iin a mofi fcandalous manner, ia the infiance 
which he bath made choice of, as a divine 
proof of the truth of his pofition; for if 
Abraham, as a prieJ, did threaten and ceh/ure ’ 
Abimelech, in the initance before us, he too 
much, I fear, refembled time prielts of our 
days, and was without all doubt a very wicRed 
pr$ for fo doing ; for Abimelech had the 
teftimony of the deity himfelf, that what he 
did was done in the integrity of his heart; 
Gee the fixth verCe of the lime twentieth of 

Gemfls, 
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Gene/ir, which onr author himfelf quotes: nay, 
if rite more narrowly examine the hiitory, and 
confider it according to the account which 
our preacher hath given us of the p&$%ood, 
he feems entirely to have miftaken the cha- 
racter of the perfons; for Abimelech feems to 
be the pr;e/t, and not Ahabam: however he 
certainly allkmed the office in reproving Abra- 
ham ; for he tells him in the ninth verfe, he 
did deeds which he ought not to have done, 
which was undoubtedly true. I hope when 
our preacher is difpofed to favour us with 
another fermon on the divine inflitution of 
the prieQhood, he will pleafe to review this 
infiance. 

In the mean time, a# though he was ien- 
Gble that this initance was nothing to the 
purpofe, he tells us, <‘ that it will be TAJOYE 

61 filib confirmed, by the confideration of 
(4 Noah’s blqfing S&n, and curfing Cazaart ; 

6 c of i+faac’s blefing Jacob, and of yarob’s 

(I authoritatively difpenfing his paternal bene- 
c‘ diEtions to his children.” If it be con- 
firmed at all by thefe infiances, I very rea- 
dily agree with him, that it will be mt~e 

f”/b confirmed by the latter than the former ; 
though, I muit confefs, I am utterly at a l& 
to know what the patrjarh bl@ng or rurj~~ 
their children hath to do with the ~riy?hocd, 

VQL, I. G except 
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except it be that our orator would infinuate, 
that our priefis have the fame powers now, 
that the patriarchs had then ; and when Mr. 
B- or his brethren can give an infiance 
of this their power, when we have reafon 
not to look upon their threats as nzere nics- 
h’es and dreams, or not to efleem their tend ’ 
fires altogether vark and ine&&$al, then, and 
not till then I fancy, will mankind believe 
their divine infiitution, in the fenfe in which 
& contends for it. But to keep up the Ihew 

and appearance of an argument, our preacher 
adds, cc folemnly to pronounce a benedioion 

. ‘4 in the name of the Lord Jehovah, is a 
SC full and undoubted a& of authority, and 
‘6 can never be valid without an exprefs com- 
c‘ mifion from God.‘,’ What he means by 
this, I profefs I know not, nor indeed is it very 
material. How the pronunciation of a blefling, 

’ which mufi be either praying God ta blefs, 
or elfe a declaration that he will blefs, can 
in any tolerable propriety of fpeech be called 
an undoubted a& of authority, is what I can 
by no means comprehend ; though, I eafily 
imagine, that none can truly declare that the 
divine being will blefs any particular perfon, 
either in general, or in any particular infiance, 
except he hath received an exprefs comrnifflon 
to make f’uch a declaration : but what then Z 
To what purpof’e hath our orator afferted this, , 

and 
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and in Co pompous and rhetorical a itrain ? 
The reafon, if we are to have any, is itill 
behind, which is unlered in with a CC now 
f’ that there blefings, and there curfes, were 
cc really minifierial a&, and muit be abfo- 
‘c lurely confidered as fuch, is plain even to 
CC demonflration ; becaufe when they were 
“ once delivered, it was not in the power 

’ “ of him by whom they were published, 
cC though ever fo willing, or ever fo pafio- 
Cc nately deiirous, to reverfe or alter them, %, ( 

What our orator means by calling the& mi- 
n~ercd a&, where the whole ftrefs of the 
affair lies, is hard to determine ; the nature 
of his argument requires him to mean, that 
they are fuch aEtr as m-e peculiar and cqfned 
to the ofi‘e of ihe prieJZhcod; but then tie 
reafon which he adds, is fo far from making 
this matter plain, even to dtmo@-atim, that 
it m:tkes it neii;hcr pL& nor pl-&able, nor doth 
he mention any medium to prove it by : and 
there is neither reafoning nor conneAion in 
his argument ; for it doth not by any means 
appear, that becaufe the perfon pronoun&g 
the Llefiq could not rrverfi it, that thmfoore 
he aCted in the characCter of a pie/. It is 
true, indeed, t!lis aCt may in a proper finfe 
be called miniJ?e?-ial, i. e. that the perfon who 
pronounced rhe bIefi,ng, did not a&, as we * 
may by, in propria per--ona, but as the mi- 

G2 ngw 
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nz/?er of another, and as the publifier of the 
divine will ; which indeed is fufficiently prov- 
cd by the reafon which our preacher gives, 
that it was not in his power to alter m 
rever-e the biefing ; but then what can be ia- 
f&red from hence ? Or what relation doth 
this bear to the pricqi’hood P In the former 
fenfe of the word, his reafon is no manner 
of proof; in the latter, though it be a proof, 
ye: it is nothing to the purpofe. 

But moreover, if thefe a&s were entirely 
mini/eriaf, and it was not in the power of 
rhe publ@er to alter the blefing, how can 
this be called an undoubted ah’ of cruthority ? 
How doth it argue either power or outhoriry, 
to deiicer, or pub19 the will of the di- 
vine being, iu any particular infiance ; which 
will, as to its ef$%&s, dot11 not depend upon 
its being publifhed or declared ; for if it could 
not be altered after it was published, there 
cloth not feem to be the leafi reafon to fup- 
pofe it would not equally have taken place, 
if it never had been publiked : but fuppofe 
we grant our author even more than he de- 
fires, that the fate of the perfon did in Come 
meafure depend upon the pronunciation of 
there blefings and curfings, the divine being 
having regard to there in the difpenfations of 
his providence towards i the particular perfons 

thus 
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thus bleired or curfed, which I think feems 
not improbable from the hiflory of the pa- 
triarchs; but then this, which mufi be al- 
lowed to be an undoubted a& of authoriry, 
a power of a f uperior uature to any thing 
which our preacher contends for, who refolves 
all this power into RO pbwtr at ail, viz. the 
publishing and delivering the blcfing, hath not 
the leafi reference to the priefihood, or our 
preacher’s argument. 

The true fiate of this aEdir is, that the 
patriarchs were favoured, by the divine being, 
with a privilege, which none fince them feem 
to have enjoyed in Co great a latitude, of 
blefing or cu&ng their immediate defcen- 
dants ; but that this paver extended to other 
indifferent perfons, doth by no means appear ; 
and fornetting analogous to this obtains 
amongft us even at this day, which hath 
given rife to that common and well known 
faying, that the CW- of a par-cm’ fills hea- 
WY: but then in feveral inftances this ought’ 
not to be confidered under the charaAer of 
a power, but rather as a mere privilege only, 
of fbre-fee&g and dedaring the divine counfel 
and will. God ab trigine defigned to blefs 
Jacob, for Jacob, Cays he, have I loued, and 
E/au have I hated, even before they were 
born, or had a being; it was therefore upon 



4 all accounts gecefiry, that by fame means 
or other, Jaccb fhould have the blcirng of 
his father; for if the patriarch had a&ually 
bleffed &JJ;iu, as this was contrary to the will 
and detign of the fupreme being, Ifinr’s blef- 
fing would have been vain and incfifl~nl, and 
would never have been confirmed by God* 
Agreeably therefore to this privilege, granted 
to the patriarchs by the divine being, of blef- 
fing their offipring, iome peculiar circnmftan- 
ccs in that affZr procured the declaration of 

. rhe blcfing in favour of Juccb, the perfon de- 
djgwd to be biefid by God. 

t 

But what hath this privilege, peculiar to 
the patriarchs, and to them not as prieJs, 
but as perfons in a particular manier favour- 
ed by the divine being, to do in the prefent 
cafe! What reference hath this to the p&J?- 
b&d? What foundation is there, either in 
the nature of the thing, or in the holy writ- 
ings, to imagine that they a&ed in the cha- 
raCter and capacity of priejs ? Or even fup- 
poling they did, yet where is the conne&ion 
between them thus a&ing, and the divine in- 
f?itntion of ,a chrifiian priefthood in our days, 
which confelfedly hath no powers of this oc 

the like kind’! 1 Iha31 therefore leave it, with 
this farther remark only, that even in cir- 
cumfiapces of a lefir and more indifferent 

nature, 4 
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nature; our preacher is mifiaken ; for I think 
it will puzzle him to give us an infiance of 
any one, who after the bleffing was pub- 
liked, was paflonately de/irous to rmerfe if ; 

and if he cannot, his pofition, as it now 
ftands, is very lame’and defebive. What he 
feems to refer to, is the affair between Ifaa‘ 
and his fans ; but it doth by no means ap- 
pear, from their hiitory in the holy writings, 
that * Ij2;ac was at all wilLrag, much lefs p~j 
fionately defirons to have it reverfed, but cer- 
tainly there mufi be allowed to be a vati 
difference between the father and jn. But 
this is not the fit4 inQance our preacher 
bath given us, that he is above confulting 
his bible, ‘: e! 

* It is indeed &id, that when .ij&c dikovered how 
he had been impofed upon by Jaco4, ar.d that 
he had given him the blefing, which he defign- 
ed for E/au, that he trembled exceedingly ; but 
this isno argument of his dclire, nor indeed doth 
it at all appear, that it was his defire, after Ja- 
ra& had the blefling, to r-ever/e or alter it, btit 
rather the contrary ; for we are told, in the fol- 
lowing chapter, that at a time when there dot11 
not appear to be any occafion fx it (Jacob hav- 
ing already had the blefing, and Ifaac had tcild 
J$/~u, that by virtue of that bfefling he fhould be 
bleffed) I 6y, we are there toid, that &at called 
Tacob. atld b/eJed kim. 
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But our preacher not willing to dwell OQ 
*he cc fcanty beginnings of a religious mi- 
“ niltry,” (though, by the way, according to 
his own account, there beginnings were not 
fo very fianiy) and I having as little inclina- 
tion to dwell there as he, will very con- 
tentedly follow him to tho& brighter times, 
when our bleifed lord 6‘ founded and efta- 
“ blifhed that church, which, our preacher 
4( allures us, all men mufi enter into, who 
44 will be intitled to the benefits of Chriit’s 
*‘ incarnation, paffion and refurrefiion.” 1 
profefs he is once more got above my reach ; 
if he had been fo good to tell us what he 
meant by entering into that church, or whe- 
ther he meant joining in communion with 
the prefent efiabliflled church, which by the 
rant that follows I Shrewdly fufpe&, I could 
then have given fame anfwer to it; but till 
he is pleafed to explain himf?If, I mufi even 
leave it as 1 found it. 

He then proceeds to acquaint us with the 
methods which our Lord made ufe of in the 
eDdbli!hing his kingdom, which he doth in a 
pompous and rhetorical itrain ; but if lefs re- 
gard had been had to this, and a greater to 
the fenfe and meaning of the words, it might 
have been altogether as well, In one line 

1X 
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!be tells us, that ‘6 our Lord’s divine miffrom 
*C was fu.lly confirmed by his furprizing mi- 
l racles ;” and in the next he adds\,, (‘ ;thac 
J‘ the great feal of heaven gave an autheen- 
(* tic tefiimony to what fe did :‘” where, 
t,hough the exprefion is different, and be 
would be &ought to convey a different idea 
to his audience, yet certainly he means one 
and the fame individual thing : but after this 
follows, what every one, who hath read Ihe 
hifiory of our Lord in the holy gofpek, RIUR 
know to be falce, &‘ that he was glariSed 
“ by all &a-t heard him.” Afterward he 
acquaints us, that Chrifi made choice -of his 
apoitles ao preach his gofpel to mankilnd, .and 
that after they had received their commaon, 
he tcl!s us, 4c that they refFeEtiv&y qropa- 
u gated their uniform dollrines, and dmpofed 
6~ the sbL&-Vance of them upon all chtifIian 
“ converts, as nbfolutely neceffary to falva- 
f-‘ tion.” There are fome of our srator’.s 
flowers, which, in my opinicm, need a fm& 
explanation; for what tho& uniform doEIrin.es 
were, the obGervancc of which were imqofed 
ma the chdflian cmverts, as aMolutely necof- 
fary .-to faI’alwation, Eis ibmcwhst hard to dew- 
mine. The manner *of h& .expre&n feezns 
$0 rdec to thafk &Lc1riwS of our ?hslg celi- 
@on, which ace the articles, of a chrilltian’s 
&ith .otr bdief, fepat-a$e from his pr&e ; 

G 5 and 
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and then thefe un$clrm’ doflrz’rzec mufi be rt+ ’ 

duced to thisjkgle one of the divine mi&n, air 
meifiahlhip of Chrif. 

After he hath given us a relation of tlm 
afts of the apofiles, in the firlt planting and 
fettlement of’ the chrifiian churches, he comes 
to g‘ irod IaAly, to keep up a lawful fucce&on 
46 of men qualified to adorn and expbin the 
s( do&rines of that great and glorious high 
(6 :priefi, God their faviour, in ail things ; and 
4~. th2t none might profanely intrude into the 
6‘ LmCtuarg of our l.ord, or facrilegiouflp ino 
u Tade the altar of God-, .they conititute iad 
L4 ordain officers in fuch a reguIar fubordina? 
“ ticm, as ihoufd be molt effe&ual to preferve 
A-( ,a Ming efiablikment of peace and good go- 
‘CC vernment in the church of Chrifi, which 
4‘ was to continue till all its faithful members 
6‘ (houid be triumphantly received up into 
6 ‘ glory.” <He feems to have referved this to 
the loJi!, as being the molt important and ma- 
tetial a&ion* of the apoltles, and certainly in his 
prefent argument, all that goes before is un- 

hfia,‘ivaliZe, fr~@rlg and imp&ineni. But that we 
may have a clear and jufi uotion of his argu- 
nnent, (for by the tiay, he hath aimed at, nonie 
before) let us add what “ImmecPia~elg follows, 
kvhich is CL now, the adverfaries of OUT churc#., 
sc may 3hm3 ifa they gkafe, k informed, w 
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N rather fuHy convinced, that frm hmce it is 
“‘we receive our power, from hence wtt Claitn 
1c our authority, from hence we derive, our 
6‘ commifGon, and from hence alfo, in a very 
SC juitifiable fenfe, we k&icientl~ prove GM 
(6 uninterrupted fucce,%on.” 

Here is a great kow of words, and b 
fiis now fhtn, fomewhat like the appearance 
uf an argnmen? : but really there is noEhhg 

but a mere empty thadow, without the fub- 
fiance. _ He faays, the .apofMes ordained &- 
Cers in the chrifiiarr churches : and what then ? 
What have thek &ficers to do with gsverm- 
merit and authority ? Or how doth it appear, 
lthat becaule the apoGles ordained them, *h&9 
&hey wtie 
ml& to 

to dafn otherrr ? This our prea&& 
have proved, ei her out of the holy 

writings, or from &e nature and defign of the 
o&e ; the only proof, which in the nature 
of the thing, &e point bn debate is capable 
of : but I imagine, that he was coafcious of 
his waut of pro&; for which realon he thought 
it proper to fubltitute fomc bold aflert’ions to 
Cupply the place of .evklencct. The truth -is, 
PS ir was’ kxonilfient with t-he defign of the 
apoltles eonftantl$ to r&de any where, when 
&ey left <any par&cular place, where they had 
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choice of fame perfons to &ppJ~ rheir pIa= 
in .their ablence, ,to teach and in#hd? their 
Brethren, and confirm them in the principks 
of their My religion ; but that they confer- 
4xd any ptwer 4x authority upon thefe perfons, 
as our preacher would Seem to intimate, doth 
by no means appear : or that they had a right 
d appointing per&xx to fucceed them in their 
&ice, is very unlikely; for though great re- 
gard was paid by the primitive chriflians, to 
the judgment of the apoflles, and for a very 
good r&on, becaufe they were divhely iz- 
fpird, yet it doth not from hence follow, 
that equal regard was paid ~G&hqf$z who fuc- 
ceeded them. It is a& improbable, for thp 
aeafons juit mentioned, that they fhouid ap- 
ply -to the apofitles, to make choice of a ti 
peAon to teach and infIru& them ; and no 
wonder l&wife, that the apoftles ‘6 compo- 
4‘ &d differences, determined controverfieg 
a4 received accufations, punified offenders, 
4‘ and cenfured ihe fcandalous ;” but if the 
&me Spirit r&ted .not upon their fucceirors, 
w&-e is ahe reafon that the &me regard should 

be paid them ? The people, no doubt, were 
as proper $dges, and in fame fenfe more d;% 
who were the fittefi per&ns to Supply the 
piace af the immediate fuccelfors of ehe 
zqxdiks, and were as capable to give ihem a 
g.wtzr so dtacb sund &Jr& &an, as hir .p-c- 

a3adhrs 
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&ceffors in that office ; nay, it is utid$I&b~y 
certain, that no predece%r could comm&a 
his fuccefir, to teach and infir& any par; 
Gcular church, without the churches concur- 
rer.$ce and approbation. 

But fuppofe we kouid grant our orator, that 
3 was cuftomarg f~ the minifiers of tbe-gof- 
pel, and them only, to examine all Such s 
were candidates for that o&e, aad upon their 
being fatisfied of their abilities to teach and 
in$ht~ others, to give them in aa improper 

/en), a fir~&l order to execute it : yet what 
mighty fervice would this conceffloa do his 
caufe ? Or what reafon have we to imagiq 
that this cuftom had its rik from a &pi* 
iaftitution, when another more probable and 
aatural caufe may be aligned for it : for it 
is not at al1 unlikely, that the people might 
judge it necefiry, that the abilities of {u& 
candidates fiould be inquired into, aad who 
more competent judges of this than th& tea&- 
ers ? It amay therefore be very eafily fuppof& 
that they kf’t this affair entirely to them: 
but if they made an ill wk hereof, and by 
&ir orders pretended to confer any peer 
x.x azdority, in a firi& and proper feenfe of 
the word, which -the perron had nc~ -pr& 
40 fad aheir order, ahey abu6ed and ckxeived 

. &ah tMam aud he people; for 3affiat 
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ftmadat’km is &em for &&I ? “@ WI& poiEbie 

1 reafon c&a Be4&ned ; why thefe per-ions had 
not tha fame power ati authority xo teach 
and id’lru~ mankind, before, as after they 
received this order ? certainly the very fame ; 
with this difference only, that probably the 
people without this approbation of their mi- 
aifiers, would not be equally difpofed to at- 
aend to their infIru&ions : and if the conti- 
nuation of that ceremony of the laying on DY 
&a&s, which obtained in the firia ages of the 
church, led peop&e into this error, it was con- 
dnued to very ill purpofe, We grant, in- 
deed;,. &tat the Hdy’ Gh@ was rodeferred by 
Jaying on of hands, bat when the Holy Ghoa 
was no’ longer conferred, the laying on of 
hands, was a mere form, and infignificant ce- 
remarry ; and, if any was fo weak to imagine, 
&at by the roatinuance ti .&is rite, any 
bowers W& ‘conferred, it would have been 
much better, that it had been entirely laid 
&de; better, when the Cubfiance was gone, 
Phat the tiadow had in like manner vani& 
ed anh riifappeared ; and if it had, pofibly 
our preacher would not have been fo mif- 
daken about the imaginary power and autho- 
city of the priefihood. But Cuppofe we &ran& 
rDur author all that he can de&-e .of ns, P 
much queflion whether be will ever be able to 
plake his argument d3eW; &7x IhoUgb w-8 

tbdi 
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should allow It to be the will of ot~r-I+rd, 
that none fiould puMi& his law but t@& 
whom he appointed, and that they, ad they 
only, appoint t41eir fucceffors, and fo on to 
the end of time ; yet I fear, notwithflanding 
what our orator fays, that “ from hence, in 
“ a very jufUiable fenfe, we fufficientIy prove 
4c our uninterrupted fucccfflon,” (a manner 
of exprePiioa I do not very well underfiand) 
that he will be at a great lofi to prwe his 
uninterrupted fucceffion ; for if one link of 
this long chain should happen to be broke, 
and Rrange if ia f&venteen centuries it hatk 
not been broke at leafi feventeen times; Dow 
goes chrifiianity and our holy religion at oa~ce. 
I admire our preack &ou4d place his OWR 
power and authority upon fujl a we& a& 
fdndy foundation ; for it is certatnlJt very im- 
probable, that he hath derived his powers in alp 
uninlerrupfedSwce~~n from the apoji’les. 

Our preacher proceeds to acquaint us, that 
we have the very fame miniitry, that was &a- 
Blii%led in the apoftles days, which, fays ’ he, 
“ is plain even to demonitratioo, btiaufe the 
i‘ firfi writer+ are iGent about any’ sew OF 
(‘ diEerent infllturion 5’ bat this 3s a w-y odd 
way of demonitration as ever was heard of; 
aheir Gaence about any new or diffeese,at in- 
ihd3n, 425th by aa5 ineans &moadhte, thar 
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there was none; fbr though the remark ma7 
pofibly have fame force in it, yet it can 
‘never amount to demontrahn. Or how doth 
Mr. B. know that no intimation hath been l 

given us hereof ia fame WritingS that are 
Qofl? Iht 1 wonder much, w.hy our preacher 
.&o&d refer ‘us to councils, and the autho- 
zitg of fathers on this head ; for if it was 
the will of our Lord, that thefe particular 
offices Oaould obtai:n in his church, if he had 
hid that ftrefs on them, which our preacher 
kerns to do, withmt all doubt, we fhould 

* have had an expre/ deckarcti.cn of this in the 
holy writiags, the 08ab vulr of a chrifiian’s 
faith aad obedience, with a particular d&rip- 
4ion of the nature of their refIe&ive offices, 
and the proper ,boundaries and limits of the 
one_, in contra-difiinfiion to the other : bur 
ti make ufe of our author’s words, with a 
&nail varia4ion, to w&b I thinPr I have much 
the befi right, 4‘ there being entirely filent 
J1 in this a4%k, it amounts to detnonfira- 
~1 tiaa, that the three orders of eccMaftios 
u we now have, were never Infiituted by 
* CBriB and his holy ~~poitles ;” but &at 
&isa$air was left wholly indifferent by them, 
that chriltiatis migha hereafter make choice 
Qf f~ch ofI&-s as would beti aufwer a he 
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of the j&era1 refpeaive chrifiian churches and 
nations in the world. 

The paragraph which our author adds to- 
confirm his affertion, hath certainly fomething 
in it very remarkable and uncommen, God for- 
bid he fiould have many followers ; <‘ that 
4c the truth of this, i. e. of the divine in- 
“ fiitution of bishops, priefis, and deacons, 
c* itands upon the very j&~e Sa/;s, and is con- 
“ firmed by the cvevy fame arguments, by 
“ which the authority of /crip~e $felf is 
“ demonftrqted,” I leave this to our preacher’s 
ferious confideration and review, without any 
remark. 

But to proceed, I think our anthar h+l 
much better have omitted the arguhent from 
the promifcuous ufe of the terms, except he 
had given a more iatisfaRory anfwer to it; 
for it is certain and undeniable, that no ar- 
gument can be drawn for di/?in~? offices from 
the ufe of d$rent terms, if thefe difirenf 
terms are promifcuoufly ufed, and iodifferent- 
iy applied to thefe fuppofed d@renf officers : 
I mean, that no argument from the’ mention 
of the terms * ‘S~$ap and elder in the holy 

Wd- 

* Perhaps, the following idance may ~xpkdn 
Ithis matter ; iuppofe there is mention made ;t;j; 

I 
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writings, (which by the way, is the anly ar- 
gument made ufe of) is conclufive for a dif- 

ferent orde ‘or oflce comprehended in and 
denoted by the di$erent terms, when they are 
allowed to be indifferently applied to the 

fame 

author of the terms ron)able and hea&orougf, 
yet none, I believe, would imagine, that 
merely becaufe he made ufe OF two words, rhac 
he meant two difii& offices, but rather that he 
meant ane and the fame bv both, if be made a 
promifcuous ufe of the term;, and indifferently ap- 
plied them to one and the fame perfon, calling 
kim fometimes a 07~2@2&, and focoaretimerr an head- 
&vv& : neithv gan I imagine any fo weak to think, 
that becaufe I Cometimes call Mr. B. an ora~r, 
and fometimes a pr~cher, that I mean a different 
peribn, or diQin& order; when ir is certain, I 
make an indifferent and promircuous ufe of the 
terms, and apply them to the fame individual 
pet-ion, 

.But .u= *or ti m te We apprehended 
the nature of the argument, or where the force 
of the objeation lies, which doth not confiit in this 
mly, chat the promifcuous ule of the terms, is a 
dire& proof of the identity of the offices ; but where 
de matter, which is the preknt cafe, is left un- 
fettled and undetermined by the apofiles, where 
we have no expre6 declaration that the offices 
are different or dinin&, nor any thing in the nad 
ture of the thing which fuppofeth fdch a difference, 
here no argument can be drawn from the uCe of 
two different terms, if thefe terms are allowed at 
tk.fame time to be indifferently and promikul 
oaffy ufed, 
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fame individual p&on ; fo that he who is 
called an elder, is called b~p~p, and t&e 
verjk , 

But our preacher not being difpofed criti- 
cally to purfue this fruitful point, adds this 
unnnfwerable remark, ‘( that what he hath 
“ advanced is acknowledged by catholicks, 
“ by hereticks, by fchifmaticks, by men of 
Cc ~oppofite interefts, different fentiments, and 
cc contrary parties, who have all agreed to 
“ acknowledge the fa& as being infupera- 
Cd bly overcome by the native midencc of 
(‘ truth.” Jf what he hath advanced refers 
to the divine infiitution of the three orders, 
which I think it feems to do ; If Mr. B. hath 
airvrance enough to aff’crt thii &eri-G-:-O& 
thing, I believe, but what he may prevail U~CJQ 
himfelf to fay. 

After what hath been already faid, 1 think 
it needlefs to remark upon the de which he 
hath made of the fathers ; though, probably, , 
if a narrow inquiry was made into this *air, 
our preacher might appear as fu@z as St, ye- 
~OV.V, whom he is pleafed to compliment with 
the chara&r; I IhaIl therefore, beg leave to 
pafs on to his fixteenth page, where, having * 
once eitablilhed his paler, he grows oratra- 
&us, raves and rants In the mofi icanda- 

i&s 
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lous extravagant manner ; by virtue, fays he, 
of their divine mifion, Cc the evangelical priefi- 
1‘ hood tranflates us oot of darknefs into God’s 
(6 marvellous light ; raifes men from the earth, 
4‘ and brings God &-filf down from the 
‘6 regions of heaven. By blefing vifible ele- 
‘6 ments, it makes them invifible grace. It 
Cc difpofes of that body which was given for 
(‘ the life of the world, and that blood which . 
6‘ was poured out to redeem mens- precious 
‘6 and immortal fouls. Oh miracle of good- 
“ nefs’? oh adorable bounty of God ! that 
I‘ fuch tranfcendent power should be given to 
6‘ the Cons of finful men ! what amazing dul- 
‘( nefs is it thtre?otie not to admire ! what 
* fhocking prophaneneJ$ is it not to revere io 
‘6 great an authority !” and he immediately 
adds, “ temporal princes have indeed a power 
‘6. to bind, but that affe& the body only, 
46 whereas minQ’?erial power binds the foul, 
(6 is extended beyond. the grave, reaches even 
I6 to heavga, and triumphs even with eternity* 
fc itME” 

But now fet us Ge what we can make 
of all this rant. That the evangelical priefi- 
hood brings God lh@lf down j;om the regions 
of heaven, and by b/e&g v@fe elements, makes 
them invi/ble grace, is, in my opinion, a very 

‘4XWx~ceffion in a p&e&nt divine j it fmells very 
. l 

fkOI$g 
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fhag of popery and tranfubJantiati&, not with- 
out a mixture of conjuration and legerdemain :’ 

for no fooner are the words hoc eJ car& 
(or in the corrupt conjuring Me, hocur pocus) 
pronounced, the mighty wonder working words 
from the mouth of the prie/i’s, but the vz@ie 
elements we are told, vanik at once, and 
what pray have we left in their room ? why 
it feems, invf@le grace, or rather God himfelf; 
for if our preacher did not defign him for 
this purpofe, I cannot pofibly conceive, what 
other reafon he had for bringilzg him dowpt 

from the regions of heaven; and therefore well 
might he in rapture and extafy cry out, oh 
miracle! oh tranfcendent power ! and well 
might he call it /hocking propbanenefs not to 
revere fo great an authority, on a&&y it 
feems infinitely fuperior to that of kings, for 
their power afetts the body on/y, but this famr 
n&$~erial power binds the Joti/, and is extended 
beyond the grave, and triumphs with eternity 
itfey: fo that if his majefty, or the fiate 
Should happen to be at variance with our 
preacher or his brethren, I fear, they would 
comeoff ‘by the worfi ; for though he might 
bind their bodies, yet I dread to think what 
a vail and mighty revenge they would take ; 
a revenge, I doubt not, equal to the very ut- 
mofi extent of their power ; which bringszto 
mg &ad the noble earl of WczrwicR,‘sV wifh, 

which, 
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which, upon our preacher’s principles, is nei- 

ther unfeafonable nor impertinent at prefent. 

* Ob might I Iiie, fo bIeJ the happy day, 

When Rome no more ufurps tyrannic& &ay ; 

Or, that deny’d, may our dejcendants fee 

The Iand throughout from/;rperJifion free : 

With Kings, whofill an in&pendent throne, 

And Know no pouer fiprenre be/ides their own. 

‘But fure our preacher is not in earneit, 

when he thinks himfelf poffeffed of this mighty 

power; God forbid he fhould have it, for I 
fear he would make furious work : nay, I 

am fomewhat in pain, lefi I ihould be made 

to feel its dreadful and wondrous effcfls. I 

think whoever gave Mr. B. orders fhould 
have previbufly conluited the temper and dif- 

poiition of his mind, and not have intrufled 
fo great a power in the hands of a perfon, 
who feems io very unfit for it; but how- 

ever, as he hath not that fame tcmpsral power, 

which he feems to defpife, which aff&s the 
body, I am, methinks, pretty eafy, and should 
not be very much concerned if he did try his 

other power upon me ; though perhaps, I might 

be in the wrong, for he rays, ‘6 that it is 
“ Ehe very utmoft extravagance of madneis, to 

l Humfrey duke of Gloucejer. 

F @de- .- 
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** defpife or deny a power, without which we 
*‘ can hope for no falvation.” How! not 
hope for falvation without the power of a 
prieft ? Very fad truly :- but how doth this 
appear ? Why, for our comfort, the next fen- 
tence begins with a far, and there.1 fiuppofe 
we are to look for the reafon, if perchance 
we can find any, “ for if none, fays our 
“ preacher, none in a rquhr way, can enter 
“ into the kingdom of heaven” (but by the 
way, I hope none enter there by an irregular 
way, or if they do, if they are once there, 
I believe it is much the fame thing) ‘c un- 
“ MS he be fir0 regenerated with water and 
“ the Holy Ghof?; if he that eateth not 
“ the Clefh of the Lord, and drinketh not 
<a his blood, is abfolutely deprived of eternal 
“ life ; and if it be by the ha&wed .and up- 
“ /IFed hands of the ?r~i~$‘~y, that all there 
“ things mufi be done; how can either the 
Gc inextinguhhable fires of hell be avoided, 
“ or the radiant crowns of glory prepared 
(4 for men in heaven be obtained, without 
SC their help and afflitance?” We have abun- 
dance of 2~5 here, and yet if any one be de- 
ficient, I fear our preacher’s fine fcheme is 
entirely deitroyed ; and according to Mr. 33,‘s 
ufual manner of reafoning, it would be uo great ’ 

wonder, if they are all defeaive. By the 
firlt and fecond, I apprehend him to mean, 

ib 
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if none can enter into the kingdom of heaven 
except they are ‘baptized, atid receive the cam- 
munion : his argument and manner of Fearon- 
ing fuppofeth they cannot ; whereas nothing 
is more true than the reverfe, nay, our preacher 
fkems to be an entire firanger to the prin- 
ciples of that church whereof he is a mem- - 
ber and priefi, which never eiteemed bup, 
+v, and the receiving the comnuni~n, necef- 
fary to Mvation, and much lefs according to 
our preacher’s manner of exprefion, that he 
who did not receive the communion was ab/-- 
Zuieb deprived of eternal life : nor doth there 
feem to be the leafi foundation for this idle 

fancy tif his in the ho!y writings, or in the 
nature or reafon of the thing. Is baptifm, 
or receiving the communion, recommended or 
enforced in any particular marmcr in the fcrip- 
tures, upon chriitians ? not in the lea&, there 
is no /reJ laid on them, nor are they prefid 
upon us as our duty ; mentioned as fiich they 
are indeed, and that is all. As to the eu- 
char$, I do not remember, that through- 
out the whole gofpel or epiM.es, the apofiles 
do in a particular manner inffl upon this as ’ 
a chriflian duty ; it is mentioned, I think, 
but once by St. Paul, and that is a bare 
narration of the method obferved by our ’ 
Lord, in its primitive infiitution ; whereas ’ 
was the prafiice hereof neceky to fa’alvatidn, 

he 



.he would, without al-l doubt, have’recommen-. 
,ded it in th,e j’ronie/Z tn*ms, and have fib 
quentlpr pre$d it upon Chriftians. And it ‘is 
a yet wilder’ imagination, to fuppofe baptifin 
neceK3ry to falvation ; for as infan:s them- 
{elves are incapable of having it done, if they 
.fhould die in their ncnage, or when they 
are adult, they Should omit it upon fuppofi- 
tion they had been b.lprized, when at the 
fame time, we beg leave to fuppofe they 
had not, this ncceffarily makes their fal- 
vation to depend not upon their virtuous 
or vicious conduB, but upon -the will and* 
conduA of another ; which is PO precarious and 
foolifi a foundation, as is utterly unworthF 
the God of infinite mercy and wipom. Bll-t 
fuppofe we grant our orator his affertion. 
in both thefe particulars, which, ‘by fhe -way, 
he ought to have proved, and not place the 
main itrefs of the controverfy upon an if, 
and then prefently tell us, he hath proved 
the .point in debate ; yet except <his other ij’ 
be proved true, which unfortunately for him 
and his caufe is manifefily falfe, it will be 
to no purpofe : C( and if, fays he, i t beby 
u the hallowed and uplifted hands of the mi- 
‘6 niitry, that all there things muit be done,” 
i’. e_. that baptifin and the facrament af the 
lilpper .muR be adminifiered. 

37 0 L, 1. H la 
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In aniiver to which, I beg leave to obferve, 
that there is not -the leafi foundatio; in the 
holy wri Cogs, for us to fuppofe that baptifm 
ought to be adminiltred by the hands of the 
clergy ot7ly j nay, our preacher is condemned, 
if not by his own, yet by the church of Rome, 
which is too fond of power to fhare any part 
of it to the laity, but upon a jufi and proper 
occafion ; which, though it prefers the pra&ice 
of baptiim by the clergy, as molt agreeable 
to order and decency, yet doth not efteem 
this @ntiaZ to baptifm, fhe allowing it to 
be valid when adminiitered by the hands of 
a&&u+; aud certainly there is nothing in 
&e nature of the thing, that it cannot be 
performed as ~4 and efidually by the equal- 
ly hallowed and up&d hands of the lcrlter 
as the fovmer. The fame holds good with 
regiird to the other facrament ; but as I de- 
Sgn to -refume this argument before I coq- 
elude, I beg leave to’ difmifs it at prefent, 
with this farther remark, that what hath been 
already [aid, doth entirely deftroy the ima- 
ginary force and firehgth of Mr. B’s reafoning 
upon this head., 

We are now arrived at our preacher’s fe- 
cond ohfeervrtble, (any one but an’ univer- 
Gty orator, it is vkry probable, would have 

bee? 
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been content with the old word obfervation) 

\vhich is, 6‘ that all oppoiition 10 this mini- \ 

“ Et1 y, really is, and mufi be looked upon 

(4 as exceeding finful.” He begins his ~IOO~ 

uf this point thus, ‘6 if the religion of Chrift 

t‘ cannot be duly propagated and performed 
dc witbout a conitant fuccefion of preachers and’ 

“ minifters ; if the office and luccefiion of the 

‘6 minifiry be aCtually implied and inflituted 
$6 in the holy fcriptures; if the& very men, 

C‘ who by God’s own appointment arol the 
‘6 minjfters of his word, are alfo the mini- 

<‘ iters of his holy facraments ; if they who 

s‘ have laboured in the mini;?ry, without be- 
“ ing regularly appointed t0 it, have been 

‘6 ‘couflantly condemned by the whole church 
<‘ of C’hrifi ; ,then it is certain, that alI op- 

‘( pofition to this minifiry, is an oppofition 

6L to religion itfeelf, and confcquently muit be 

“ a fin.” But if all thtfe ifs thould prove 

to be falle, which it would be no dimcclt 

matter to make appear; nay, I doubt not but 
molt of the!;: appear To aheady, then the 

confequence drawn from them is weak and 

invalid ; nay, if all of th:m are aliowed to 

be true, yet no fuch conclofion can be jufily 

drawn from fuch premires : for upon iup20- 

fition of thtir truth, how will bIr. B. make 
it appear, that all oppofi!ion to this mi!li- 

flry, is an oppofitioo 10 religion i&If .) IGCI~C 
Hz a r;’ 
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are fo foolik to oppofe a minifier of the, 
gofpel, merely as fuch ; for where is the wrong 
done to any people or parry in being taught 
or infiruAed ? or why fhould they oppofe fuch 
for no reafon ? No ; our preacher hath cer- 
tshly miitaken the true ftate of the cafe- 
If the minifiers of the gofpel do not a& agree- 
ably to their chara&er and profefion, if in- 
ftead of teachiq and i~fl~~~in,g, they are only 
delirous of rttle and pvernmen~, no wonder 
they are oppofed, and certainly not without 
jufi reaion, and confequently this is far from 
being an oppofition to religion i&elf, To 
Evhich, in anfwer to his premifes, I beg,leave 
to add, that if there men had never been 
born, our holy religion would have been LB+ 
propngnfcd and perf~~?~e~, with equal, or ra- 
ther greater fuccek ; perhaps indeed, by per2 
fons not rpgularb arpointed, in the fenfe of 
our preacher ; and perhaps, for want of fuch . 
an appointment, they might have been COW 
A?nned by fome very nzuak and ambitious men ; 
yet ,this would have done them no difkvice, 
nor have been any hindrance to the progrek of 
our holy religion. - 

$&t bur author was ,perhaps confcious, that 
what he advanced was no Service to his caufe ; 
he goes .Sn his next frtiion a itep farther : 
‘6 But farther, fays he, if Chrift has received 

3 “ men 
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men to falvation upon terms and con- 
ditions propofed and offered by him, not cal- 
culated and contrived by them, then it is ne- 
cefiry that thefe terms and conditions thould 
be nicely weighed, and ferioufly regarded ; 
if Chrifi has a power of making aoy in- 
ititutions, the impious confequtnce of de- 
nying which I date not purfue ; if Chlilt 
(I fdy) has a fufficicnt power, or a divine 
right, of making any infiitutions, then cer- 
tLliilly there inftitutions ought firi9Iy to 
be obferved. And laftly, if Chrifi 1~13s ;L 
right to our obedience, he has undoubteJ!y 3 
right to prefer-ibe the rules, the forms, the 
mcafures of that obedience ; and for men 
to violate there rules, would be a profann- 
tion of his Iaws and injunfiions, and therc- 
fore cannot but be a fcandalous contempt 
of heaven.” I cannot but remark, thx 

this feation differs from the preceding ; in the 
former, neither prcm~~s nor cmiIu/ian WC? e 
true, but in this they are both To; but at the 
fame time, they are attended with this unhap- 
pinefs, that they are nothing at all to the’ 
purpofe ; therefore our preacher is difpofed to 
try it agait?, to fee whether he can mend the- 
matter at the third trial. 

U Again, Cays h e, if chriitianity itfelf en- 
“ titles us to falvation, no. otherwife than as it i 
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is a covenant of grace, if the only adc- 
quate and proper obedience to chriit’s laws 
is itrialy obeying them in the very fame 
fenfe that Chrilt really intended them ; if 
for,.very weighty rcafons \ve are obliged 
to afTent to fame of Cbtifi’s doBrines, in 
the fame ienfe in which he taught them, 
it will alfo for the very Lme reafons )I- 
/OW, that we are indilpenfibly obliged to 
obey Tome of his inltitutions in the very 
fame manner in which he has prefclibed 
them ” This feeCtion is of the fame na- 

ture with the preceding, both its premifes and 
conclqfion are true, but have no relation to 
the prefent argument, wherefore our preacher 
is willing to try it t72CP Mure. 4c Once more, 
(6 lays he, either divine inltitwtions are to be 
6‘ complied with, or they are not. If they 
‘6 are not, (why I bray) may not divine re- 
‘6 velation alfo be laid ‘sfide ! This we are 
‘6 fure of, they fland on the very fame foun. 
6‘ dation ; the reafon and nature of their 
‘6 obligations are perfe&Iy and entirely the 
6‘ fame, they are both the indi$utable will of 
Lc God difcovered to mankind; the one of 
‘6 them to be nicely obferved, the other to 
Cr be fully believed. If, therefore, we are 
6‘ not bound to comply with his ~31 in the 
6‘ one cafe, it will feem very difficult, to any 
t( imparM judge, ta determine upon what 
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*( grounds we are obliged to fubmit to it irs 
“ the other.” . 

Here, I muff confefs, I am fomewhat at a 
MS to know what our preacher drives at : 
fuppofe we grant, which I believe none will 
deny, that divine inftitutions are to be tom- 
plied with ; what then ? What fervice will it 
do him ? Why then, the order of the priefi- 
hood muf’I be complied with ; but what is 
meanr by conq&d with ? Dotk any one re- 
fufe to be taught or inJrlrRed? But perhaps 
this is not fuficient ; for befides this, they 
mufi fubmit to be ruled and governed: but 
this is a thing of a quite different and con- 
trary nature, which is by no means ~$kinl, ’ 
proper, or jt for the office of the priefthood ; 
no wonder therefore, if they are not complied 
with here. But if any one hould be fo fullen 
to deny, that divine infiitutions are to be com- 
plied with ; What then ? fays our preacher, 
‘6 why, pray, may not divine revelation alCo, 
‘U be laid afide ? And perhaps, the fame 
perfons may be willing to oblige him in this 
infiance alfo ; and what then! Why thea 
- nothing at all. It was certainly our 
author’s bufinefs, to have proved there prin- 
ciples, and then have applied them in a firi& 
proper way of reafoning and argument, and 
sot talk with his ifs and anA, in fuch’a loofe, 
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rambling way, about an affair which bath lodg 
been, and, I doubt not, ever will be, matter 
of debate, 

Oar preacher having trifled lo long under 
this head, is willing at lafi “ briefly and ef- 
6‘ fefiually to difpateh it ;.” and,. I ‘confers, .I 
think it tkne.; let us therefore- attend to him, 
and, fee how he acquits himiklf: he adds, 
cf If the power, the mifion, the authority of 
“ the rniuil’tr)r be conOituted of heaven; if 
cL it be conxnal?ded of G,od for “a perpew% 
Cc o:-dinznce ; if it be impofed upon us by 
cC bin, whom all things in heaven and earth 
cc g!adIy obey,; if it be appointed to be far 
8L eve!- obkrved in his church, woe ! eter-- 
c~ nal woe be to him that figh-teth againfi 
&‘ God !- The true, the humble, the 
‘6 pious chrifiian, can no more be the crea- 
‘( turf: af his own frail * opinions, than he 
u can be the author of his own eternal fiIva- 
CC, tjon,” This. is as little to the purpofg a5 _I 

* Tt is certainly a very mean argument, eitlikr 
of rjcty ar hurnjlity, for a perfon to be guided 
by rile opinion of o;:hcrs ; fo that upon a itrifler 
enquiry into this a&k, 1 doubt not but our preacher 
wi 1 allow it KI bethe dllty of every cbrifiian to be 
gaided and a?aated by his own fentiments, though 
rer!+ never Co WA; in :hcmiclre.c, or in the opi- 
2ii3n of others. \ 
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any thing that goes before ; our preacher fee& 
to be contending only with fome adverkries 
of his own fancy and i,oginat;on only ; for, 
I dare Pay, no perfon living would oppofe the 
preachers of the gofpel fo long as they kept 
within their proper province ; his eternal woes 
might therefore have well been fpared for thofe, 
who, for julter reafons, are the obj&s of- his. 
diiplearure. 

We are now at laft happily arrived to 
our preacher’s third and lafi obfervable, 
which is j ‘6 that no excufe can pofibly be 
“ found out by men, which will induce God 
‘I to pardon thofe that obltinately perfcvcrc 
sv in 0ppoIing *the eftablifhed miniltry,” 

I am really weary of fdll-onitig .our author, . 
fiep by fiep, through his feveral wanderings, 
I IhaIl therefore beg leave. only to mske fame 
general remarks on this head, not forgetting 
to take particular notice of what appears moR 
remark;tble; with a promife, that if ever it be 
required, I will fubmit to the drudgqry of . 
examining every individual paragraph, nr,d : 
doubt uot to point out the folly and incon- 
fequence of his ren!onings, I might have raid 
ravings, throughout almoft every fentence,. to 
Ihe Iatisf,;&ion of any renroxbie i;t~Ccti. 
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In the mean , time 1 I beg leave to obferve, 
that our preacher is an entire itranger to the 
nature of ~Sx$%z, which he makes to cot&t% 
in a feparation from the e$‘abl~@ed church of 
n counivy, whereas nothing is more true, than 

‘this is falfe. 

A reparation, or the not joining i:n<ommu- 
nion with the efiablilhed church, is in itfel6 
a thing of an harmlefs innocent nature, and 
ought by no means to be confidered in the 
odious light wherein our orator reprefents it. 
Is not the diffenter a chrifiian equally with our 
Selves t Doth mt he equally belkve that Jefus 
is the meifiah ? 00th not he equally depend 
upon the merits and intercefkn of the Came: 
common Caviour and mediator, for his accep- 
tance with God ? Nave we not one hope, 
one faith, oti baptifm ? Where then is thc- 
difference betweeh US;* OF wbt~ doth &$ky 
Ne .i Why, it feems he differs from us about, 
the ufe and fignificancy of fame external modes 
end ceremonies, which, it is agreed on ail hands, 
are not at all eJ?ntiaZ to our holy religion : 
but this differenke in opinions is no matter 
of firife apd contention, and though he dil- 
agrees concerning the(e lcfir trilling, things, 
yet, he itill continues in pace ana charity 
with us,: io that here is uo reuding the body- 
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of ChriR, or defiroying that harmony, union. 
and peace which ought to obtain among the 
followers of the bleffed Jefus. But perhaps 
ic may be objefied farther, that he doth,so%: 
join in communion with -us, which, though? 
granted, does not prevent, or cut him aIF,, 
from being a mrmhr of the fame utidividel 
bndy; for though he joins in communion with. 
thofe, whofe modes of worfhip are in his.opi- ’ 
nion, more agreeable to the will of our Lord, 
yet he may in a fit-i& and proper fenfe be faith 
to be in union with us, and that equally fo,, 
as if he should receiwz tlhe communionin Z)UE 
ohurches, and according to our manner.. The. 
nature of /‘hy L I 112, which the apofile fo sarneltly: 
guarded us againi), confifls in a fa~iour cd*-- 
tentious temper, and difpofition of mind; ..di& 
covering itfelf in? our malice, envy, ‘or haCre& b 
againfi our brethren, againfl thofe members 
of Chrilt’s-. holy body, whom it is- our duty 
to love, cherilh; and,affifi : this istruly fchifm,. 
of which* the members of the i&me partirs- 
lar religious fociety are as cap&z, as thofe: 
of different communion8 ; and this, aCoor&ng; 
to our preacher’s d&riptionL oft :f&i6R-, rc.i$+ 
‘6 dire&y: oppoiice to that fpir& of ~IW an& 
Sc union, that meekne& and goodnef& ,thntr 
G aandour and tendernefs,, that patictxe- ~ndl 
6~ lmg fdkring, which is the Exnliar. mar;&, 
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‘6 the diflinguilhing chat-a&r, she. bright antY 
‘6 eKential badge of Chrifi’s difciples,” 

A perfon of this temper and difpofition of 
mind., is a fihiJGz&ck, in the firi& and pro- 
per ienle of the word ; buL he. that differs 
from his brethren in fmall and trifling. mat- 
ters, though we fuppo’ie him to differ in what 
are generally efieemed the fundumentds of 
chriftianity, yet if he csntinues in charity wi& 
his brethren, (and a meer difference in opin:on 
hdth certainly no. natSural, tendency, to de- 
Troy peace and cha.rtcy amongit mankind) doth 
by no means dekrve the fevere chara&r,, 
or treatment of a /;-hi/“mn~i~~; f6r thd bouds: 
of peace and love are not broken, nor the body., 
of Chrifi renr or divided, bu.t the kme divlee 
harmony fr:bfiits, as though they agreed in eve- 
r~ the .Q.IQQ minclte. pasticulac, 

_I But t6 purfbe this argument a liitle farthm, 
the diKenters have an equal right to infift upon. 
our agreement with their modes of worlhip,, 
and our joining in communion with them, 
and to charge us with &h~~+z uipon our re- 

4 fufal : for what right or pretence have we to 
in filt upon their compliance, more than th’ey 
haveof ours ? Per haps it may be raid, that our 
modes-of woslhip. are preferable to theirs ; 
but how doth this ‘appear ? We indeed think. 

the 



the one, and they, perhaps with equal rea- 
fan, think the contrary. But then our au- 
thor fiys, that we are the eJlrrbli/hed chrcb, 
and they ought to comply upon that account: 
a weak argument truly, and if it proves any 
thing, proves too much ; for truth i‘s not efia- 
blifhed by number, nor reafon by a majo- 
rity ; and though the minority in leffer in- 
different; matters, for the prefervation of mu- 
tual peace and’ charity, ought to fubmit to 
-the majority, yet when this end. is not to 
be snf‘wered, as in the prefent cafe, (for why 
mult any want of peace or charity be fup- 
pored to attend our different religious Penti- 
merits) then the .argument is of no force, 
and the minority may as well preferve ‘their 
chriltian liberty and freedom., there being no 
reafon to the contrary. 

But if the diffenter is obliged to pay that 
deference and regard’ to the rJab&ed church, 

merely beeaufe it is e/ob!$3ed, I fear our 
preacher, if he had lived in 48, or goes but 
on the other fide of the Tweed, muit either 1 
renoulice his religion, and thofe favourite prin- 
ciples on which he lays fuch a mighty itrek, 
or elfe yield up his caufe as entirely defence- 
Iefs ; for the fame arguments on which he 
founds the abfolute necefity of conformity to 
the t$‘alilfied cbwch of England, are eqrjally 
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valid in Scotland, with refpe& to the bir,=4 ; for;. 
as he obferoes, though with what jufiice ap- 
plied, I leave others to judge, Cc that the 
Cc eternal and immutable nature of things can 
‘( never be altered ; and that it is abfolute- 
rJ ly impoffrble that truth, always dimple and 
“ uniform, should ever bgrome fahhood, or 
u that fai&ood fhould become heavenly truth.” 

cc As long therefore, adds he, as the church 
cc requires no terms of communion, but what 
St are in themfelves lawful (and no longer 
iz( is it the true church of Chrifi than when 
u it does fo) as long as the church impofes 
*( no articles either of &id] or religion, but 
u vdhat are entirely coafonant to the holy 
(‘ fcriptures ; as long as the authorized ml- 
“ nifiers preach no do&rines, but what are 
~6 grounded upon thefe very fcriptures, Eo long 
‘6 ~$1 all oppofitioo to the cJiG)%~d minifiry. 
u be a rending the body and bowels of our. 
U bleffed faviour, be a d&roping tb: peace, 
6‘ order and government of the chnrch, be 
u a promoting the deiigns of hell, and en-~ 
*‘ larging the fpacious kingdoms of intolerable. 
‘J darknef!” c 

But cannob this be pleaded with as go& 
a grace by a prefbyter of the &-A of Scothmd, 
.a~ by 9 Brie& of the church of+ &g&d @ &f ’ 
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there arguments, and this plea are valid here, 
they mufi neceKarily be enteemed equally va- 
lid there; for that the kirk of Scotland r-e+ 
quires unlaufil terms of communion, or irnb - 
pofeth articles of faith di@zunt to the hoIy 
fcriptures, or that their miniflers preach doc- 
trines, which are not grounded upon thefe 
fcriptures, is what, in my opinion, will not 
be alerted, much lefs proved, in hafie : or 
fuppofe our preacher ithould think fo, yet ho 
Seems to have entirely precluded himfelf from 
the benefit of this plea, by telling us, SC That 
“ as for the plea of confcience, which men< 
Cc fo loudly trifle with in this important point, 
‘c. it mufi be fuperfeded by the only great, 
6‘ and adequate rlule of confcience, which is. 
l 6 no other than the fccripture itf?lf, which 
‘6 highly c&&mns a# fc8z$h and fe~arations,. 
6‘ and openly denounces the feverefi ana- 
gr themas againfi them :” by which he would. 
feem to intimate, that in the prefent cafe, 
there is no poflible relief, but that our obli- 
gation to a vifible union with the e$‘ab/i,hd 
church, is abfohely and inAl~ptx/ubZy ticefla- 

r~, and that.. nothing can excufe ic ; though, 
by reviewing the paragraph juit above quoted, 
one would be apt to imagine, that this is 
not his fenfe and opinion,: for there he feems 
to place our obligation to comnWzion with the 
eJsb’;‘zd church, upon this. fuppofition, that1 
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fhe requireth nd unlawful terms of comrm+ 
nion. But then, who is to be the judge in 
this cafe, concerning the lawfulnefs or un- 
Inwfulnefs of the terms required ? If the per- 
fans themfelves, then I think our author muA 
admit, that their judging the tertis of com- 
munion required to be unlawful, is a fufficient 
excufe for their feparation. But I can hardly 
fuppofe, he will allow the laity power and 
authority to judge in /piritual matters; no, 

is power mufi certainly be lodged in the 
prieithood : but then, without all doubt, one 
pliefi who hath equal power and ’ autho- 
rity with another, hath an equal right of 
judging for the laity; fo that a Ereicb, a 

Kmy?, a Spatlij% (or even a priefi before the 
reformation) has a right of judging in the room 
of the people equal to Mr. Bttty. 

:’ But notwithfianding I have examined our 
author’s meaning very exa&ly, I am itill at 
n lofs to know whether he doth allow any 
thing ‘;lirllatever, to be a jufi ground of fepa- 
ration from the eJubl:ped c/~rch ; for though 
by the paragr-aph lafi referred to, he feems to 
do it, yet pr-efently, as though he had made 
too large a concelT;.on, he fcems to retraCt it, 
by telling us, “ That the eternal nature of 
CC things is the fame, that notwithftanding 
4‘ people’s Ccruplcs and pretences, frhifm .is 
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4‘ fchifm ftiil, and can never be made to be 
dc union ;” and then he adds the paragraph lait 
quoted, “ thrt the plea of confcience mufi 
“ be fuperfeded by the fcripture, the only 
“ great rule of confcience, which highly con- 
CL demns ali JZ+IS and &aratiorls.” Here 
again, he feems to own and deny it in the 
fame breath : firfi, he calls the fcripture the 
great rule of confcience, intimating, as one 
would imagine, that a chriftian ought to ati 
purfuant to the guidance and dire&ion of 

. the fcripture, which is the very plea that alL 
our feparati)?s ufe for their jzg?t+ation; zmd 
then immediately adds, that the fcripture high- 
ly condemns all ~hi&ms and fifarntians, which 
intirely deffroys what he had jufi granted : 
for it is impof?ible, that the fcripture- dhawld 
both j$zyy and”rondemn men in the &me zk- 
dividzfal a&ion; for if, as our feparatifis affure 
us, that the fcripture is the rule of their con- 
fcience in their feparation (whether this be 
reality, or pretence, does no way concern us, 
that mufi be left to the great fearcher of 
hearts) that fame fcripture cannot at the Came 
time condemn them for feparating. 

With regard to the truth and fandation. 
of this plea, whether, I mean, in their feps- 
ration they a& according to the dire&on of 
the fcripture, is a quefiion of a diffb-ent na- 
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ture ; pofibly they may be -miitaken concern- 
ing the true fenfe and meaning of thofe particu- 
lar parts of the bly writings, lpon which their 
feparation is grounded ; but if they have taken 
due and proper means to inform their judg- 
ment, and a& in the ihtegrity and fincerity 
of their hearts, nothing is either more ~-ue 
or more plain, than that they are excufdble 
for their error; and our preacher himfelf, L 
doubt not, upon fecond thoughts, will admit 
the ju&ce of their plea, and acquit them of 
this grievous fin of fc!G~Tn : for who, I pray, 
mufi be judges, whether they underfiand the 
fcripture in its true and proper f’enh, they 
or we ? lhry without doubt have the fame right 
to judge for ibemfdves, as we for ourfehs, 
and an equal right to judgcr for H, as w& 
for tdm. 

Tbr t~ext thing pphich twr pea&w takcir 
notice of, is ep$e$acy, and there he goes 
on in his ufual ranting pompous firain : to 
give him his due, he doth not otim at an 
argument, I katl therefore only point out fome 
of his Jowerr. He fays, (‘ epifcopacy is the 
Lb very pilh- and foundu:ion of all pure re-. 

. 4‘ ligion, and the bej3 and gmatep, if not the 
6‘ tnly fecurity of oilr prefent happy efiablilh- 
6‘ lgkeflt,” If this be true, I am very ferry 
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for it; we are, I think, in a very unhappy 
condition, both our religion and the /ate have 
but a very fle 

Ii 
er pibar and f$port. This 

account of our r Igion and government, though 
perhaps it may be agreeable to the chara&er 
of an Oxmilan orator, is certainly unbecom- 
ing a cbr.$?im akhe, and a true EnghjSman : 
I trufi in God our holy religion hath a much 
ii r-ongcr pillar and foundation, and would fub- 
lift in all its purity, and fplendor, if there 
was no Li&?p in being : nay, I cannot dif- 
cover any reafon we have to boait of greater 
purity than our neighbours in the nmh, or 
our brethren of the refhwd rhurchpz abroad. 
As to our prelent happy e/ia@hent, if e/g- 
copmy was its only, or its beJ3, or greatefl 
fecurity, 1 fhould fincerely mourn over and 
lament its weak condition. Nor, by the wa), 
can I fee any reafon why our preacher fhould 
mention this, if he did not defign it as a ta- 
tit refle&ion upon the d&hers for their want 
of loyalty; and if fo, he doth, in my opinion, 
deferve a fevere rebuke ; for they, to their 
hour, and our Jame be it fpoken, have al- 
ways approved themfelves to be hearty friends 
to the prefeat happy efiablikment. 

Much of the fame nature with the fore-. 
going, is what follows in the fame page, 
5‘ the fpiritual powers that be, are ordained 
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‘6 of God ; to rebel againfi them, is to rebel’ 
6C againit heaven ; to invade their authority, is . 
“ to infringe upon Chriit’seculiar property. 
“ And we have demonfirative arguments, drawn 
Cc from the worth and excellency of the foul,. 

‘( to prove that our bbligations to ecclefia- 
‘( flical obedience, are itronger than thofe 
“ that flow either from civil or nitural re- 
“ lations.” Our preacher feems lrtre to be 
got into the third heavens, or into the gloomy 
regions, where, furrounded with clouds of thick 
darknefs, he is far out of our reach : what 
wor:h, er ex;elr’eu;cy there is in ecc:‘ej~flicaZ obe- 

/ dience, or indeed what obedience is,due, or 
how any’ argument to this put-pore can be 
drawn from the worth and excellency of the . 
foul, is all above my comprehenfion; but as 
he thought it needle& to mention his argu- 
ments, I think it equally needle6 to give any 
guefs, or be at any concern about them. The 
next remarkable thing our preacher preknts 
US with, is the chara&er of thofe vile and 
wirked perfons who have prefumed to inftrufi 
their brethren, $thout epzj2opaZ ordination ; 
and here he hath fet his invention on the 
rack to abufe and v21yy his brethren, One 
would think it impoirble, that any thing in 
the ihape of a man, much leis a gentleman, 
(though upon fccond thoughts, there are not 

many 
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many priefis who deferve the chat-a&et-) 
fhould difcover Co much ma/ice, envy and rage 
againfi his innocent brethren, guilty only of 
tbe imaginary crime of teaching others their 
duty, without firfi receiving an order from a 
bishop to do what they can as well do with- 
out. ‘( They profane, Cays he, the facred 

fun&on, and make a trifle of the mo/2 
dreadful fin. They crucify their bleffed 
Lord afi-efh, and put him to an open fhame : 
they are ince&nt troublers and feducers 
of the people : they are infallible fubvcr- 
ters and defiroyers of fouls. They talte 
away all diftinfiion between the fllepherd and 
the flock, They are ufurpers of the broad - 
feal of heaven. Blind as Samjjn, they exert 
all their ftrength, to pull down the pillars of 
our ecclefialtical confiitution ; and- bold as 
Phaeton, with a glaring ignorance, and uncon- 
fcious impudence, they bum up the fpiritual 
world .” After our preacher hath painted 

them in thefe colours, no wonder he should 
add in the next paragraph, that Cc with regard 

to thofe prefumptuoufly arrogant teachers, 
and their obftinately blind followers, charity 
herfelf, that heaven-born virgin, repines 
that it is not in her power to think fo 
favourably of them, as Ur@n did of their 
father the devil, who falfly imagined he 
might ‘be faved,” 

Much 



r66 1;5t? PihB 6” PRIESTCRAFT 

Much of the Lme nature and itrain is 
the lait which I ihall take notice of: 6‘ Af- 
‘( ter all, Cays our preacher, how rigidly ie- 

6c he, or eialted foever, our notions of a 
6‘ divine mifion, or the abfolute neceffity of 
4‘ church government may feem ; yet in- cafe 
6‘ of a real and abfolute, not a falfe and 
6‘ pretended neceflity (not the daring and 
~6 prefumptuous plea of the ,&irk, not the feign- 
“ ed, but more plaufible excufe of Geneva, 
CC not the boaited moderation of thofe who 
CC falfly call themfelves c/Arches reformed) we 
CC would not wifliqfy thiak thoi;: men, who, 
‘6 though unauthorized, piously ‘preach the 
(‘ religion of Jefus, to be guilty of facrilege, 
6‘ or to incur the dreadful penalty of dam- 
4b nation. No ; in pity to their unavoidable 
‘4 misfortune, in compal?ion to their uncon- 
6~ querable necefi ty, we confign them not 
6~ to the indolent itate of a gloomy de&-iva- 
66 tion, nor &all we cdmmit them to the 
6‘ mereilefs and irreverfible fate of eternal 
C( mifery. They are in the hands of a mer- 
‘6 ciful creator, we leave them to their guardian 
‘6 angels, and to that providence which conti- 
‘6 nually preferveth all things.“’ 

I believe thefe three paragraphs lafi quoted 
are cviginals in their kind; I fcarce think 
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they are to be paralleled by any thing to 
be met with, in any controverfial difpute, 
Gnce that famous one which the devil had 
with AAckzel the archangel : and is is pofi- 
ble, as being agreeable to his temper and 
chara&er, that he might matlage his difpute 
againfi the archangel, much in the fame man- 
ner that our preacher doth againit his bre- 
thren; but whether fuch condu& is confiifent 
with the characcter of a diviwe, a cbriJ?ian, 
or a gentjeman, I leave to the impartial world 
to judge. As for myfelf, I profes I fiand 
amazed at his confummate impudence, weak- 
nefs and uncharitable&s ; for fbongh 1 would 
k;nd(y draw a veil over every htlman ill, yet 
in vain I Jrive, in vain f lahour to excufe him ; 
and if this be a fpecimen of univerfity reaibn- 
ing and charity, God forbid it should have any 
admirers or followers. 

Our preacher hath at one Broke configned 
to eternal damnation about one third of the 
EnglzJ-3 nation, all Scothnd in general, with 
only a very imall exception, the church and 
fiate of Geneva, and the whole body of. YC- 

formed churches abroad ; and for &hat ? Why 
only becaufe they happen to differ from him 
in their opinion concerning the ufe, necefflty, 
and divine inftitution of the e&/i-opal order; 
wherein it is certain, -except our preacher is 

in- 
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i$/fible, and I can hardly imagine him vaitr 
enough to pretend to it, they may be in the 
right, aad he in the wrong. 

. 

As for thofe amongfi us, who wickedly 
and impioufly prefume to inflruA their brethren 
in the principles of our holy religion, with 
regard to fucb, I fay, and their blind followers, 
it Gems charity t&r)& that heaven-born vir- 

gin, cannot think fo favourably as, Ot-igen 
did of the devil ; but I fear, that charity, 
which cannot think thus favourably of them, 
inltead of being an hemen- born virgin; 

ought rather to be eitecmed an hell-lot-n 
whore. , ’ 

As for the kirk of Scotland, whofe plea it 
feems is daring and prefumptuous ; and Ge- 

, neva, though it hath a plaufible excure, and 
thoqph the .-re/formed churches have modera- 
tion, yet there are guilty of no iers than 

facrilege, and incur the dreadful penalty of 
eternal damnalion. But our preacher is no,t 
willing’ to think ‘(a manner of exprefion which 
feems to intimate, that he is fomewhat Ilu- 
Sour about it) &us hardly of thofe, who un- 
der a real, abfolute, unconquerable, and un- 
avoidable aecefflty, (pray obferve how it is 
guarded) though unauthrized, do pi+$y‘preach 
the religion of Jefus ‘6 fuch he dorh not 

L( zonfign 
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6~ coafign to the indolent ftate of a gloomy 
“‘deprivation, nor commit to the metcilefs 
u ati- jrreve?fible fate of eternal mifery.” 
but yet notwithfiandiag this great: necefity, 
it is obfervabie how unwilling he is they 
fhould be raved ; for he only leaves them in 
the hands of a mevrrfid rrea~, and their 
gunrdian angelf, M here 1 am in like manner 

-defirous to leave them and our oratw too ; 
for I thank God I have at lait done with 
him, and perhaps, gentlemtn, you think it time, 
for it is not improbable that I have wearied 
you, i am f&-e I have myfelf, in following him 
through all his wanderings, uncharitablenefs, 
fcandal and raillery. 

? rhtmght it imp to d&q tb COQ- 
the&* of tk fdW+ by ~*tiCitM*p- 
plkation tU pu, bUt t!IOW I bog klftrC t0. re- 
f~ my add&, ad a& FU hgw you think 
y-r or-r huh acqjded himfelf ? Has he, 
ia the pcrfbma8~e andcr OUF tinfid$Fntion, 
‘shaved like a jiholar, OF o dtim? He himfelf 
db ttq, m&inks he dgbt Iwe h;td it more in 
wicw, ‘* &at the pinban, the Tehol;rr, tk 
” wit, md tht pdkkim, tbr pbiJ&phcr aitd 

‘m the chrifliau, fhotdd eompkte the chara&, 
*a and exhanfi the IdraM. a divine ;” but what 
there is. peculiar td &h;c~, Qf the6 chara&rs 
in this dikourfe, lirs, I. fear, ig a very n,lr- 
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row compafs. Are fit& h~~grtes as the& 
any crqdit to the uaivcrfitp ! or rat&r, if 
they are encouraged, Will pot uur nobility 
and gentry fear to &d their foas thither, 
lefi their tender minds, capable in their youth 

of almofi any imprefion, fhould be poifoned 
and corrupted with Cuch pernicious principles ? 

Principles not only fulfi in fpeculation, but 
wheu reduced to pra&e, having a fatal and 
*natural tendency to defiroy the pecicr of’ eue~y 
./lbc;pru. What .encouragement, or rather what 
difcouragement, doth this give our gentry, for 
the endowment of fchools, or places of Ii- 
terature, or to join iu the expeuce, or any 
tiay promote the education ofone of their poor 
neighbour’s Cons ; when they are no fooner 
fent to the univerfity, but prefently they im- 
bibe falk and pernicious notions of the grand- 
deur, power, and authority of’ a pie/? P XJpy 
which x-t,.& CM&S&@ bg a wondq, thit 
after they hate been igdhw&ed Ep thqfe prti- 
ciples, by perions for wk$e., .&&G,r know- 
ledge and karaiug, they have ~#qdJa 
great veneration ati. &em and at a 
when they tkmfelves aas incapable of ju& 
ing between right or wrong, truth or fallhwd ; 
1 fay, it is no wonder, that when once-+&by 
get o~,&Ys, they should be puffed up with 
.pri&, {elf conctit and arrogance, and upon ac- 
count of their imaginary power and authority, 
fiould look down with fcoro a4d contefnpt 

upon 



upon the laity, thinking themfelves fuperior 
to their patrons and all mankind : and it is 
this, that doubttefs gives rife to the biker- 
ipgs and quarrels, fo common between tbe 
e&ire and the ~CV--PI in mofi of our tau~try 
d!ages : this very eaG!y and naturally accounts 
for the fmail progrefs of our holy religion, 
aud the Ima) fuccefs which attends the 
preachers of it : for when their heads are 

j turned with faked powers, and inltead of in- 
druQing their pariih ia their duty toward 
GO, their difcourfes tend oajy to dire& them 
in their duty toward i&+&es, do wor&r, 
that they meet with that fcorn and contempt, 
urhich the** arrogance and pride, and that 
manifefi abfe, and power-on of their ofie, do fo 
$I Rly deferve. 

., 
W&d it uti, ppon rhefe ‘&C&MS, have 

been more qreeable to the &u-a&r, of a 
&$ian diviqe, sod an Oxoni~n orator, in- 
ftcti of a.ttejiqpting what he ‘calls, the proof of 
his m$~n, and the dioirtc iy%Miw, 6f the tic 
.n$+y, to havq proved wbt is curtai*oif: van- 
Ig mws *kxqxvtanW i I axan the mfioe acjd 

. nJeBah@ of o.~ Lo4j and to have vindi- 
dicatcd @e dih #Won of chj/?iadty it 
fe’elf, w&h at Heat, with grief and concern 
I {peak it, kerns to he the only f’ubje& of 
coatroverfial debate ? If our preach had done 
this, &e had aAed worthy of his charatier, 

I2 aad 
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. ..anh had delerved the thanks of every chri- 
’ itian : but inRead of this, he hath done all 
within his power to we&km and dejroy it, and 
bath given the advesfaries of our holy reli- 
gion an unan/icerable argument, if true, againit 
its divine origin : nay, upon the fuppofed truth 
of our author’s principles, I will at any time 
undertake to demo&rate the fallhood of Chris- 
hanity, and fhall think it no hard ta&; for 
his principles, when purfued through their jtl4I 
and natural confequences, which 1 have cha- 
rity to think Mr. 23. might not fee, would- 
introduce nothing but confujon .and dzprder 
into the world, are &e~?+ colt~ury to the 

* peace, happinej, and good of fociety, and are 
entirely dee/lruLfiuo of all the civil and religious 
rights and privileges of mankind. Are we 
.therefore guilty of any wrong or injufiice to 
fiuch a religion, ia caltiog it diabohl, infiead 

. of dwinr, and in judging it impofible, that 
filch an inftitution fhould come from God, 
which is fo contrary to the pm-in)’ md per- 

&&on of his nature, who is a God of peace, 
and in all his difpenfatiorss coafults the good 
and benefit of his creatures ? For it is in- 
confiltent with all our notions of infinite wif- 
dom and goodnek, that the djoioe being 
fhould fix the happinefs and falvation of man- 
Cind upon a fotl@ foundation, and make it 
ab precarious and unc81 hn, as to depend upon 

_ a the 
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the will of a proud and ignorant priefi : for 
Cppofe, what has ofte’n happened, that a man 
kould not be able to procure fponforo fur’ 

- his child, or that he miRakes the ufe of thee 
crofs in baptifm, as Dvouring, in his opinion,” 
too much of popery and fuperfiition, it being, 
without all difpute, xo effential part - of bap-- 
t&n, neither appointed by our Lord, nor for 
aught appears, in de amonglt the apoffGs ; 
and fuppofe the above mentioned perfon fhoulci 
addrefs himfelf to a priefi of hlr B’s. temper 
and complexion, and he fliould, as is very 
likely-in eith’er of thefe infiances, rcfufe the 
chitd ba’ptifm, is it poilible for &y man to . 
be fo weak as to ima@e, that this child fhoutd 
be damned for want of it ! Or fuppofe, which’ 
is anothk very common cafe, that a chrifiiati 
fhould be dXpokd to receive tly ~~HWBY&Y~ 
but lb&Id have foixte f&$es, rkl&ng to 
the gc/urrc, efieemiag a f&e po$wc molt pro- 
per, (it being &dent that our Lord and hii 
difciples, at its firft inftitution, received it fo) 
and fiould be unwilling to comply with kneel- 
ing, not only for the reafon jufi ‘mentioned, 
but bec,aufe, in his opinion, it might Eeem to - 
countenance the do&in:: of tranj&Juntiniion, 
or the corp:rul pre/eqce, which, I make no 
doubt, firit gave rife to the change of the 
poflure ; and fuppofe this perfon should offer 
to r_eceive the communion from the above- 

13 men- 
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mentioned p.ieit, and he, which is not uni 
likely, fiould refufe him ; can any i,magine 
that the fatly of our prief), thotild occafion 
this mau’s eternal damnation ? The very men- 
tion of there infiances withoot farther reafon- 
ing, may fuffice. Res ipja hquitur. 

Once more : would it not have been more 
agreeable to the chara&er of a minifier of the 
g?$e/ of peace, (of that difpenfation which 
recommends nothing more to its profe&on 
than charity and love, iafomuch that it feems 
to make that the criterion and diflinguifhing 
charaAerifiic of a &i&n) lo have preached 
up pm and ckity, that grea toil of all vii- 
tues Z Might he not very agreeably have ek- 
tertained his audience with a particular de- 
Ecription of the perfon and charaoer of that 
heaven-born Virgin, iet her fortk in all her 
&king gmctss ad tWdc bblr appear As IWe- 
Jr MCI amiable to them, as fhe is really in 
k--/f? Here his oratory and rhetark would 
have been wel imployed to his own credit, 
the honoer of the uuiverfity, and the advan- 
tage of his audience : but infiead ,of this, he 
breathes forth nothing but fi7y and mge, ftirs 
up the coals of wrath and cotztentim, preaches 
up J~VJ and karreJ among chriflians, rails 
a@& and abufes his brethren, with all the 
eloquence he is mailer of, mifcalls them 

;l;b$ 



/hi/;l.~t.:CI and b. AU, and coniigee them 
over to eternal torments and datirrah; and 
doubtlefs, if he had power equal to his in- 
clination, would configa them over to tempo- 
ral burnings as well as eternal : nay, it is 
very probable, this is one of the powers which 
he exprefly claims, but if not in words, in 
jui, confequence he doth ; for if the peace and 
/bcrrri!y of the church should require it, of 
which they, and they only, are the fuppofed 
judges, it would, without n!l doubt, be reed 
Roned expedient and nec&lry to have Cuch 
obfiiaate adverfaries to the church’s peace re- 
moved: but though as yet, he hath not 
thought proper to fpeak his xnind fully and 
plainly, pet he hath made a very handfome 
beginnIng, and hrth one paragraph in his fetl _ 
morr, that, iti my opinios, k&r wry much 

this wrty; where he tells us, tha’t ‘4 it tias 
a very ferious confideration of this tmpor- 
tant affair, i. e. the dreadful nature of 
ehifm, that animated the firit chriffians to 
the pra&ice of fo laudable a cultom, that 
whenever * hetics, oy /sh~jkatjcr were 

“ PJO- 

* The fame realbning holds good with refpe& 
to the promotion of any heretic and ichifrnatic 
in the Itate, as in the church, and, J doubt not, 
our preacher would be underflood in this fenfe ; 
but as he bath only pointed out the promotion 
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6c promoted to any eminent pod in the church, 
“ both clergy and laity remonflrated to the 
(6 emperor, and the patriarch or metropolitan 
(‘ piouffy refufed the confecrarion. 

‘7t is no difficult matter to know where our 
preacher, and there of the fame mind with 
him, would ff op; for the fame principles, viz. 
the dreadful nature of fchifm, and the good 
of the church, which juflify the one, wou!d 
quickly leave them, if other milder methods 
ihould be found incfKeOua1, and not fufficient- 
4y anfwer their end entirely to root out and 
Jetiroy their adverfaries : there principles, and 
thefe alone, are the mtin fupport of that grand. 
xnyftcry of iniquity, the papal iqt$tim; for 
if once the clergy are allowed EO dir& and 
govern, there is nothing left for the laity 
but Q fiate of mere flavery and bondage, 
and how or by what redous to account for 

it . 

& kprei;rs ar,d ~/chif;nnriss in the church, he doubt- 
lel?s had his eye upan fame particular perfon, or 
pedim, under this charafier, who have hen pro- 
moted ; and deligned this obfervat’on (for it cer- 
t in!y anfwcrs t!o o:her er.d) as a .tacit refl&on 
on his mzjeity for promoting, and on the bithops 
i-ijr 130t pioofly refuiing to conkcrate, fome par- 
tical i!‘&W ‘cn’ and JcGJkztical bishop. I IhaIl 
IIOW jtave it with him, whether this ought not 
SO be elkmed high-treaion and rebe)!ion againfi 
the fpiriwnl pcwers. 



perkace 4woughout all ages ‘Ed nations, it 

bath been found that the dergy .are the.leafi 
fit of any perfons whatever lo be entrufled with 
power and authority. 

- Having done with our preacher, and 1313 
performance, I beg leave to fubjoin my own 
fenfe and fentiments concerning the inflitu- 
tion of the miniitry, and fame incidental re- 
marks about the nature of the chriitian re- 
&ion. 

When the divine being thought proper tl~ 
make choice of the Y~WI to be his peculiar 
people, whom he would in a particular man- 
ner favour with the knowledge of himfelf, as 
the a& true and living Got!, in oppofitiua TV, 
2nd diJXn&ioa from, that vail variety of id& 
and go&s, whore worship obtained throngb- 
out the feoeial habitable parts of the earth ++ 
he found it neceffary in compliance with the 
freward temper and genius of that prrve~b 

generation, to give them a religion full of 

* Nothing but this can. f think, reconci!e the 
.&G’nc inltitution of the jewith religion ; a riligion, 
I ~vvas going to add, unworthy of irs 4livioe or@- * 
nal, and fit for no other people, but thqre to \\hvrn 
it was given, and to uI:ofe genius it was in a par- 
&x&r mamez Cuizd and adapted, 



numcrow ritea and pdnlpous ceraonies 4 md 
as God him&If tells as> q @C@c them ita- 
6‘ tutes that were nut gogd, and judgment9 
ct whereby they fhoofd not live :” for the 
JWS, by being fo long converfant whh the 
~gypiam, whok priefI$ were famous9 I mean 
infamous, for their t&x” jrdgglings and pious 
~u~pef”p, had entertained fuch a fondnefs for 
a ritual icheme of religion. that even the di- 
vine indulgence above mentioned, could fcarcc 
Jeffrain them from idolatry : but in order to 
preferve them from it, and keep them wttk- 
in the proper boundaries ef their duty, he 
fent them one prophet after another, to teach, 
guide and dire& them, but there they abufed 
and evil entreated, and their relision they 
rendered wholly void, by the -neSteLk of the 
WZ:I-U~ and July rlligious part thereof, and an 
attendance to nothing but its rnfre rig and 
bezga* ly ce?emonies. Now therefore, when the 
fidnek of (time was come, it plcafti the 
aimighty, ‘frona a tender and compationate re- 
gard to the whsknefs aad igaotance of man- 
kind to fend his beloved fon and oar Mefled 
Lord, to retrieve the languithing djling ffate 
of religion, to teach and ink-u& the world 
in their duty toward their God, their fellow- 
creatures, and themfelves : having receiired his 
divine commiflion, the bleITed faviour of man-- 
kind came to dwell amongQ us, and not only 

give 
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gave US a pure and perf&, religion, but was 

himfelf a bright pattern, and exaqxie of that S 
purity and perfe&ion which his religion re- 
commends. He abolified the auraerows rites 
and ceremonies of the Jewish polity, and ftrlj- 
fiituted in its place, a religion every way wor- 
thy of its divine original, worthy of a deity 
to give, and of rational creatures to receive 
and obferve ; for the chriflian religion, like 
the great founder and author thereof, is holy. 
jufl, and pure ; its .dofirines, thofe I mean 
which relate Dot to = prake, have nothing 

diKonati 

* Sucft as the r&-re!lion of the body, ot f 
might even add the divine mifion and mdliahfhip 
of our Lord ; for the truth thereof being fuppckd, 
uhich, by the way, admit- of as eary proof as any 
faA at equal dilkkce of time, yet it cannot, L 
think, be iaid in a/4? 611 I proper Cen&! to have 
any O&Y- influence upon 6ut prtice or cmdu&t 

in Jifc, than that we hsve I di~inc teffimohy, thit 
the praaice 6f thofe duties, which arife from the 
eternal na*ure and rearon of things, and the rela- 
tiun we Aand in to a deicv, mankind and out&Ives, 
are agreeable to the wiil of God : and it is in 
this light, that chri/iimity, as a J;~~LvB of tcligion, 
ought ‘to be confidend as an improvement, and 
enforcement of natural religion any, from which 
it differs merely in the inititution of the two facra- 
menu, of which more hereafter; Co that fiporate 
from the&, nothing can be faid to be the d&y of a 
r~rr&-zn, which was not the duty of a mron, prior to 
the infiitution 6f chrifianity. 
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diilknant to the reaCon of mankind ; its pn- 
rcepts, or zhe duties whi& it nxommeztds, 
are foanded upn, and +conformable unto the 

(eternal 

As Tor thofe do&rines 0P a merefpdatiwe na- 
ture, peculiar to the chrifiian inititution, they can- 
not in a it43 and proper fenfe be faid lo be any 
.part of, rcli;ion, The beiief, or difielief -of there 
1)eing no oiherwife religious, or irreligious, than 
as a peifon is 0p02 and d&rfed to convl&ion, and 
gives a greater, or fmal er attenthn, to the evi- 
dence on which the truth of the doQrines depend : 
For a mere 6tbeP or dz$efiff of any principle, 
argues neither rvirlue, nor cuite, becaufe neither the 
one, nor the o:her depends on our will, or any 
thing within our power ; the very makt and con& 
ZU~NI of the human mind being hch, that when the 
evidence of any truth appears great and firong, 
we cannot, how much foeJ;er we may be difpofed 
to the contrary, refufe our belief or tint to the 
truth of that principle : and on the other hand, 
if the evidence appears weak and defeetli<*e, our 
inclination, ,how firong foever, cannot fupply the 
place of evidence ;’ and in that GA, it is abfolutely 
impoffible for us 10 believe, or to affent to it : 
whence it appears, that tie are no otherwife com- 
‘mendable for our belief, or blamea& for our d$ 
belief, than as we are more or lefs willing to ati 
tend to the evidence on which the truth of there 
dcArines depends. 

‘I he confiderations above-mentioned,- give us a 
clear intight into the nature and importance of 
ahe prefent controverfy concerning the truth of 
.chrifiianity, and which ail our writers &em to 
have .&ken no notice sf; though one would ima, 

ging 
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ltternsl nature and ceafon of. things, and 
are perfeAive of the human miad. His re- 
Jigion, even as our -blcfid Lord did Mu&if 
in percon, recommends nothing more thaa 
peace, charity and * love amongfi his fol- 
lowers : would to God, that a greater regard 
was paid to the example and precept of our 

Lord 

gine, that wlxn they were difpputiag concerning 
the truth of chriltianity, they ought fira to have 
defined and fettled vhat chriff ianity was ; which 
coniidered under its proper&araAer, as to its &I,I 
and fubltance, is SIQ~ at all &e&cd by any ob- 
je&ions brought againfi it by ,its adverfaries: and 
if thefe perions defigned their prelent attack only 
as introdutiory to their future defigns upon true 
and real reiigiun, I mean the pra&U ‘part of 
<c hrifiiani ty, which,. for reafbs juit mentioned, 
may not improperly be called its jk+~ and J%% 

&me-, better they had began hire, and not have 
vainly amufed both them&Ives and the world, 
with what is entirely foreign to the main inten- 
tion and defign which they have in view; for b 
their plauJ& objeQions againA fame particular parts 
of the chriitian fyflem, they have artfully m@d 
ibme weak and intonJiderate perfons to doubt co* 
cerning the truth and reaiio of religion itfelf. 

* A new cornma83dme7zt, fays our Lord, I g&w 
unto ~0% that you lows ane another: a manner QF 
expreflion which feems to intimate, that ‘befides the 
prafiice of thofe duties, our obligation to which 
ariGs from the nature aad rear-n of things, it was 
the defign of our Lord, ghat his fbllowers fiould 
in a very pay%ar manuer oxiprefi .aregard to Ihe, 
duty of char&y and love, 



Lord in this initancc. But ns our Lord him- 
fdf WBS but t fmall, time olt earth, that be 
might complete his great and good defign, 
and diffuft the knowledge of his divine reli- 
gion throughout the world, he gave particu- 
lar dire&ions to his apofiles to teach and in- 
fir&Ii mankind in the knowledge of the deity, 
and .of hi&elf their favioar ; and that their 
mifion might be attended with fuitable and 
&Cable fuccefs, amongft the great variety of 
barbarous nations, who in all probabifitp 
would be fondly tqnacioos of the rites pectr- 
liar to their own religion, he qualified the 
apoflfes in an extraordinary manner ; for they , 
were divinely Spired by the Holy Ghofi, 
and endowed with a power of working miracles. 
And thus qualified, they went and preached 
the gofpcl to various people and nations ; 
and their tuccefs, as is eafy to imagine, 
was different, ,according to the different tem- 
i)crs of the peoplex to whom they addreffed 
~6th~ : ~OS~C of them ddgi6d the apofiles, 
and the holy religion which they taught ; 
others, perfuaded of its reafoqablenefs and pu- 
rity, forfook their former folly and idolatry, 
and became profeffors to the chriflian religion ; 
but as it was impofible (it-being inconfiflent 
with their defign of vifiting other people and 
nations) that the apoitles should refidc wholly 
with any particular city or probince, they3 

left 
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kit their laboW fhould prUI’6 Otiu and ‘& 
ell%&al, appointed foome pxtiruLW perfons 
mmgR the people, who had a Cu~rior krmv- 
jedge in the grinci pies of their holy religion, that 

frr their a&ience they might confirm. and 
ftrengtben their brethren in the faith, and that 
by their pious condtw9, and the purity of thar 
religion which they ‘taught, they might make 
contrerls of others. Thcfe, as is very na- 
toral to Cuppofe, were cbofen from amangfi 
the fen&s of the people, which probably gave 
tik to the n8mc of prefiyfer Or eider j and 
that due care might Be taken of rhe pow, 
tbllt of&e was afT’i’ined to fmrm or other parti- 
cular perions, called &.xuns, left, if both of+ 
&es were joined in< one, they might be bur- 
denfom and inconvenient. That the& officers 
were appointed By fb apoitlizs, under ,the zm- 
tion of their &ring di&& ~XYWFS oi au4 
thotity upun them, or of their giving them 
any particular commiifion to do what others 
were not allowed, or were forbid to do, doth 
by no means appear. Another plain and ob- 
vious reafon may be affigned, why they were 
appointed, & at kafi approved, by lhe apofiles, 
becaufe they were certainly the molt com- 
petent judges, who yere the properefi per- 
fans for fuch an office, I mean the of&e of 
a~ &I“‘; for, I think any, man of tolerable 
fenfe and common honefly, is Mliciently qua- 

,@4 . lified 



lified to take care of the poor ; nor does 
there feem the leafI occafion dfor an apofio- 
lical appointment, or approbation of fuch, 

* Nor indeed is it at all improbable to iup- 
pore, that the people very often made choice 
of their own * elders without the privity of 
the apoltles ; for doubtleCs it very often hap- 
fened, that they had no opportunity, or con- 
veniency of conWing them; and that ;one . 
.eldek upon his deceafe, bequeathed his church 
as a legacy to another,. is what I cannot fee 
the leafi foundation for. That there was a 
particular form made ufe of, when ‘thefe elders 
were appointed, or fet apart for that office, is 
not unlikely to fuppofe ; it b&o@; very probable, 
and certainly very proper, to implore the di- 
vine bleffing upon their future i&u&ions; 
but that any circumflance u>btained, which 
should denote their receiving any diJint3powm, 
k@r proper authorir)t, which they had not be- 

fore, 

* It is certain and undeniable, that when the 
deacons were firR initituted, they were chore by 
the people, on whom the apoitles praying l&4 
th~ii ham&, which in the prefent cafe bad fame- 
thine particular in it, and ought not to be con- 
fide&d as a mere empty form ; for it is immec 
&at+ added, that Stephen, who was one of them, 
fjlil of faith and power, did great WGB~P~S and 
miraf les, This indeed L po.wer in the AriA and 
sprqper fenfe of the word, and which in all pro- 
&&&y was conferred by tie laying <on of hands, 



\ axd ORTHODOXY. Jaken. 185, 
fore, more than by fuch, a fortp it, was .evi- 
dent that the elder was difpofed to. iafiru&,, 
and the people difpofed to be taught, is a mere! 
groundlefs conceit, a conceit fraught with no- 
thing but pride and vanity. 

It. is not at all improbable, to fuppofe it 
to be the will of our Lord, that. there of- 
ficers thould continue to the end of chrit’ttia- 
nity, if we confider the corruption and 1 de- 
generacy of mankind,’ how prone they are to 
vice and impiety, how regardlers of their duty, 
and unmindful of their obligations- to the,. 
pra&e of virtue ; whence it appears, if not: 
abjlutely ueceirary for the good of mankind,* 
yet wery fit and expedient, that there should 
be fom; parti&lk perions, who& more iin- 
mediate bafioefs and de@ tt- should ‘be, .to.. 
teach and i&u& their fellow creatures, and 
remind them df their duty. This account 
of the nature of their ofice, reprefents the, 
cZe+-gy in a juft and proper light, and con- 
vinces us of the fervice and advantage which 
hat order is of to mankind ; and fo long 
as they a& agreeably to their charafter aud 
profellion, they. not only are, but Sdoubtlefs 
would be eReemed by all perions worthy of 
double honouP : and thofe libertines, both in 
principle and ~&ice, who make the .dergy 
the conitaar Cubje& of theii iafipid jeffs and 



raiI!ery, onIy difcovet tkir OWII My and want 
af judgment, in ~~akiag that the fubj& of 
theirjorn and ri&&, which in itfeIf is nei- 
ther tdatiimprible nor ridiculous, but when per- 
formed as it ought, is both ufeful and ho- 
nourable, and tends to promote the happineis 
and good of fociety ; upon which account it mufi 
be acknowledged, that the Jegiinatsrc a&ted- 
a very wife and prudential part, and confulted 
the benefit and advantage of the nation, in 
making fuch a protifion for the clergy, as - 
fhould ret them above poverty and want, which 
would neceffarily expofe them to do fome things 
laawmthy of their charafter, and beMath tbo 
dig&y of their Qscer 

But then ua the tiher hand, if the cfer- 
gy, fiozlgettiag their duty, and the nature of 
their o&c, ialtesd of preaching peace, cha- 
rity awl &WE, ftir’ t5p &q, Arid and con- 
matiolr- ammgfl &r*%kms, they arc then the 
mitlllters of fatan, and not preachers of the 
gofpel of peace. If Mead of infirnRing and 
teaching mankind their duty, their difcourfes 
are full of fancied @andcur and power, and ia- 
Aead of re$Gng, they r-ant and rave about 
government and ~uthsrz’ty ; if they miibehaoe 
rhemfelves in fo fcaadalous a manner, and 
a& a part f6 very- difagreeable to their cha- 

c ra&er and profeflion, it is no wander that they 
meet 
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nheet with that fizorti and contempt Whi& their 
cdndu& fo jtiftlg disferves ; for, ble&d be God ? 
the mifis of etro~- and ftqerAition, which fop- 
mcrly darkened and operfiadowed the Iand, 
are no* vanithed and gone; truth feems to 
have refumed her empire amongfi the ions 
of men j we no longer now are fond of a 
Aate of darknefs and ignorance, but a dif’pcp- 
fition to a free and rational enquiry into the 
nature and reafon of things ihems univerfally 
to prevail. The EngAp clergy have it no 
longer in their power, (wodd to God thag 
none had an inclin&tion I) to abuii and de- 
ceive the people with their piorrs frana%, and 
MISICW& trutnpety ; for they feem determined 
tu inake a pep ufe of their faculrta, a& 
ik that with tkir oprti- eyes, which raone au 
Ib wet1 f&i fix thum, md to jif* &sbM 
far &#&VW {the kKMjNeBb!e 4tBd l,%#tr* 
n-able right of mank’md, and which it Es not 
in their own power to give away) in matturs 
Pelatiag to their eternal faloat*btb, in mrarters 
which concern none but thetnfelves,artd where- 
in no man’s judgment can be of aq fervicc to 
bra, IxcauCe they muft eternally &hi anrf 
fdn by their own. 

That the three orders of BI$~OPJ, priejs am? 
deacons, did obtain in the spoRolica1 ages, or 
were defrgned to be continued ‘in t& future, 

is 
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is fo far from being certain, that it is not 
even probable. The two laxter we have al- 
ready accounted f& ; bat then it mufi, I think, . 
be allowed, that the ofice of our deacons is 
vaflly different from theirs ; f~ that we have 
retained the bare name only, and given their 
office to officers of our own choice and ap- 
pointment, I mean the C&Y&-wurdpn~ ; but if 
we rightly confider the nature and reafon of the 
thing, the office of a S~$op kerns to hav: no 
foundation in the .holy writings, or in the truly 
primitive prafiice. 

When chriitianity was firit, preached in 
any particular Ij place,. a&d .the .apofiks 1 fub- 
aituted one-or more elders amongI the peo- 
ple, to teach an4 i&a& 1 their br,ethren, ,it 
mui) be iuppofed, that thek perbns were- befi 
tilled: in the principles .,of oar holy religion, 
and - yet doubti& d&r : knowlqige ,was but 
compat;r$yely f&all ;. no : wonder tlpzn. that 
in matters of difficulty they- should apply to 
the apoitles for their advice and dire&ioa, 
or if they had no opportunity of confuiting 
them, or after their deceafe, that they should 
apply to fome,particular elders of neighbour- 
ing churches, who, by their longer itanding 
in, the church, b.y a greater acquaintance with 
the apoftles, or other intelligent chrifiians, 
S;ad .ateair,aed to a fuperior knowledge in the 
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principles bf their religion : but that they ap- 
ply to thefe, I mean the latter, under the no- 
tion of their being a different order of priefts, 
or having fuperior powers, is a vain and filly 
opinion : and yet .doubtlefs this gave -rife to 
the order of bilhqs. Men are fond enough 
of power Rnd authority, and defirous of lord- 
ing it over their brethren ; no wonder then 
that Come more ambitious than the refi, tho’ 
perhaps lefs knowing, made a handle of this, 
and ufurped a power, which neither God nor 
nature defigned - them : for when all infpira- 
tion ceafed, and one elder was upon a level 
with another, what pofible reafon can be af- 
figned, why one fhould be obedient or fub- 
je& to another ? But fuppofe this was fo ori- 
ginally, and fo defigncd by the‘ apofiJs,-yet 
when one bHhop d;Fd, what becaine .of the 
clergy ! Ishope the bishop did not bequeath 
them by will, as a man doth a flock of 
fheey; it is very likely, in that cafe, that the 
people made choice of another to fuppJy his 
place, or that the clergy agrceii ommgQ t hw 
felves, upon a prop perha to pre&de ova 
them, and f& m apart to that o&e bp the 
laying on of the &tads of the pt&my ; bur 
in either cafe, I fear, we have 10 la##ance of 
perfons conferrIng a power, whkb ori#naJJy 
was not in them. 

But 
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hds any power of any kind wktevw, e+ 
cept that the hip rnufi be fuppokd Ed have 
*me power over the infer’kr clergy, but hi4 
is vaflly different ‘fqtl any imaginary pow~ 
fuppofed to be 1ocI~A in the clergy, over 
the laity : they are @deed to teat) and in- 
fb-u& them, but this argues neither power nor 
authority ; except we mufi confider them under 
the char&et- ofjchool-maJ~-s that if the people 
will not be taught, Aey pz;uQ be rorrgREd 

aad cbaJlli/;d, 

But hqqwfe we advance a fiep fadwr, gad 
@ant all that can be Wired of us, that fame 
pczwers of an o&i unaccwrtqble nature, neither 
fit w jwtgper in thcnnfelaes, nor agreeable fo 
the aatw of&~ &icg, wire defigoed to he 
atwtl# w ‘iha -me .&w&t c1-ljs @i&&ii 
yowar huh t&e Came fdsrad&on, aad is ey- 
aAly upon tbe fame footing, with ~mp~uol 
govervamecrg, rhere beiug a divillp in&don of 
both powem alike.; but who &oak! be the 
Igarticular perfans with wham the& powers 
Iqhould be innuitod, mnft be loft to tht peutple 
to judge &f&d dWmiq ii? t&t St Ml the 

‘power in both caks is derived #kom the k& 
the pqk :* kr we may with equal reafon 
fuppofe, that one kiiag fiould hand down his 
power and autho&y to his fucceKor, without 
the confent of’ his &ingdom, and Ib on to 

the 
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the end of time, as -that the priefls, with- 
OLX the ‘concurrence or confent of the peo- 
ple, fhould bequeath theirs to whom they 
pleafc. 

This account is not only agreeable to the 
nature and reafon of the thing, but likewife 
to the very confitution of our churrh itfeIf, 
and the laws of the land. Is not his ma- 
j&y fupreme in all caujs, and over all per- 
/-m, eccl~j.i$?ical as wells as civil? Are not 
the powers which our clergy have, derived 
from him their fupreme head ? For it is he 

. who makes b@ops, who ordains them, and 
by their orders gives &tm th&migtrty poets 
which they are fo proud of: for +cept his 
ruajefiy firft granted the conge d’ e$itr, what 
follows confequent upon it would be but tie 

$ng and inefihal; for the whole bench of 
Whops Mthout him are sot a& to create 
another, whereas he by his fde authority tag 
do it without ihem ; for a& cxqting his 
choice and appointment, that is darw, ought 
to be confideied, itriAIy and properly, as 134 . 
more than a mere form and empty pageaa- 
try. Nay, we have had a late inflame, not 
only of his majefiy’s power to create, but 
even when created and con&red in aI11 its 
due and proper forms, of t& itate’s power td. 

defiroy this rpi/t~poZ pswh. IS nut biip * 
A teirbury 



&tcrbury a melancholy and’ recent inflan~-e 

of this truth ? Was aot his bihopric t,lic’zn 
away ’ from him ? His power to teach and \ 
infIr& in the B&I@ &minions entirely de- 

_ flroyed, Ill relation between him and his 
clergy diflolved, and all their obligations of 
obedience to him ?‘uperfeded and cancelled ? 
Nay, I much queition whether a deacon’s 

order, granted by him in his prefent un- 
happy condition, would be valid in Great 
Britain. 

And though our orator hath told us h his 
curious fermon, that (6 no human laws can 
(6 give a perfon a title to teach others,” yet 
if we ad@ce a ftep higher, and reyiew the 
commorr- snd .wcli knvn cafe of Dr. $a&- 
vereli, <that dear brother ,of ‘MS,- both in his 
reafoning and divinity, it wjll be very evi- 
dent, that though no human laws coul$ give 
the * title, they could toke it away ; whit), 
by the way, is fomewhat itrange, that they 
iflould have a power to deflroy, what they 
have none to create : the legiflature -thought 
proper to fufpend him for three years ; and the 
very Came po&er,/ if it had been- agreeable to 
them, and if they had punifhed him equal to ’ 
his crimes, might have done it for his whole 
life, have taken his orders from him, and 
have entirely filenced this authorized dfjenfer, 

v 0 L, I. I( not- 
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notwithfianding his pretences to a diwine rn$ 
Gon and infititution : but. what need we re- 
cur to there particular initances .Z It is, I think, 
a principle univerfally acknowledged, that by 
,the laws of the land, a clergyman may be 
degraded for fame crimes of a heinous and 
,particular nature j and if a fentence of this, 
or the like import fiould be pronounced again& 
him in a civil court, it would be altbgether 
valid and effeoual, though it fhould not pafs 
.through any particular forms in uCe in the fpi- 
Jitual court. 

Upon the whole, it appears impoliible, 
that any perion, who is but tolerably acquaint- 
ed with the confiittition of our church,’ with 

- the laws of the land, and with the naiure and 
end of an scclefiafiical miniflry, fhould run 
into any error concerning its divine infiitution, 
or whether any, or what powers are annexed 
$0 i;ts CefpeAive .O%cGg. 

Before X difmifi this point,‘ i de&-e that 
nothing which I have raid, .may ,be underfiood 
inrfnch a fenle a.s to fuppofe me to be an enemy 
to our ecclefia-fIiCa1 conltitution, or to epifcopacy 
in pai titular. With regard to the order of 
the priefihood, or the inferior clergy, I have 
1 think, fufficicntly explained myiilf already ; 
$0 which I beg leave to add, that I have a 



and ORTHODOXY fiakew. ‘95 
great kegard for the epifcopal office tind cha- 
ra&er : and though I may not entertain the 
lame high opinion of it ‘as others do, nor 
believe it to be, in the fIri& and proper fenfe 
of the word, a divine inititution, and confe- 
quently think, that an undue itrek ought not 
to be laid upon this order, nor that it fhould 
be matter of itrife, or contention a&ong chri- 
itians, yet I eiteem it highly ufeful and ex- 
pedient,’ of great fervice to our church, and 
in a particular manner fuited to the temper 
and genius of the Englp nation : and though 
feveral may not agree with me therein, yet 
there are few, I believe, but what will allow it 
to be of ufe, if for no other reafons, yet for this, 
that it may be a check upon fuch preachelk as 
our oraror. . 

I could eafily point out fkne of that ve- 
nerable order who are a rredit and an ovna- 

ment to their profefion, who are an h now 
to the Bril~j3 nation, who are hearty fri’emh 

to their CUZO.ZP~~, and the prefent happy eita- 
blifhmen t, and fieady ad;.jocates for our civil 
and ?Vh$GUS i’ihrtlcs. I believe no protflanj, 05 
true Englfiman, but nhat will agree with4 me, 
thaf this chara&er doth in a particular manner 
fuit the great and good Lpo? of Sarum *, for 
whom, 1 muft confefs, it was principnlly drawn. 



Perhaps fbme perfons may be fib-prized, ’ 
that in our account of the iafiitutbn of the 
chriitian religion, I have-taken no notice of the 
two Sacraments of Bopti@n and tke eurkari); - 

but theie I have referved till IaR, that we may 
make a more diflinA and .parti,cular inquiry in- 
td their nature, and the defign of our Lord in 
their iqfiitutbn. 

It will be very eafily granted, and indeed 
I believe denied by none, that the author of 
our holy religion, had a right to appoint fome 
pujtz’ve inftitutions, which it is for that very 
reafon, (I mean, becaufe inflituted by him) the 
duty of a chriRian to obferve: but then, aa 
the obligation of our obedience in there in- 
fiances, is not founded upon the nature or 
reafon of things, there being no natural good- 
nefs, religion, or virtue in the a&ions them- 
delves abfiraaed from, and prior to, their in,- 
fiitution, but is refokable entirely into the 
fole will of our Lord ; it is neceifary that we 
inquire into the nature, end, and defign of 
thefe inltitutions, left we lay an undue fire& 
and pay a greater veneration and regard to 
them, than was ever defigned by our Lord. 

The mere afiions themfelves, Ceparated.from , 
the circumfiances, which, according to &age 

and 
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and cwfiom, generally attend them, and which 
ought not ,to he confidered as effential .to 

- them, are of a common indifferent nature; 
what is there in wafiing the Body, or in eat- 
ing bread and drinking wine.9 Neither good- 
ncis nor virtue : when therefore thefe a&ions 
are adopted into our religion, and the per- 
formaace of them required of chrifliaus, vve 
are to carry our views farther, to confider 
the nature and defign of the inflitutions, and 
what are the principal things dignified and 
reprefeoted to us by there ceremonies; it is 
this , that we are chipPy to attend unto, for 

, the mere outward aEon was infiituted, and 
is per-for-d, for: abt fake of that OS& tiirhich 

, it dignifies and denotes. If therefore tbe thing 
Qnified is fufficiently attended unto, and re- 
garded by us, we do, I think, anfwer the 
great end and defign of the infiitution, tho.ugh 
we omit the outward a&ion. Thus, for in- 
fiance, we are to eat *bread and drink wine 
in reuxmbrance of our faviour, aid of his 

* body brokt s like bread, and his blood poured 
forth like wine, for the romifSon of our 
.fms ; but if this be done as we11 and effec- 
tually (and without al1 difpute it may) with: 
out the performance of the outward material 
a&ion, is not the end and defiga of our 
Lord in the iaititutioa of this ordinance, as 
well and e&Sally anfwered, as with it : I 
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fay this, not that I think, that if it is the 
exprefs will of our Lord, that thefe oatward 
a&io.ns should be performed, we may difpenfe 
with out obedience, and refufe the performance 
of them; but to abate and take off that un- 
due fireis which perfons place upon the mere 
a&ions themfelves: and if we make a firi& 
and narrow enquiry into this affair, I doubt 
liot it will appear, that chriitians generally 
lay a greater ftrefs upon thefe ceremonies, 
than our Lord himfelf did, or ever defigned 
they fhould : for it is not at all iinprobable, 
that our Lord infiituted them, ptincipally and 
ch~ejj, in compliant with the temper of the 
Jews, the ceremonial part of whore digion 
he having entirely abolilhed, he kuew it would 
be a!mofi impollibie, to prevail upon that 
people to accept of a new infkitution, fo coa- 
trary to their former, that &ould be perf&Jp 
hqde, and’.mithout asp rite or ceremony 
whatever ; I for we find, not&thaanding the 
inititution of the two facraments, how fondly 
tenacious they were of the law of &Z$s, and 
that they would have impofed the obfervance - 
of it on the chriflian converts, infomuch that 
the apoltles found it necef&y to comply 
with this froward temper Qf theirs in other 
more material initances. 

ThUS 



Thus much is certain and undeniable, that‘ 
our Lord took the two facraments from the 
J ews : baptif’m is aHowed by all our befi 
writers, to have been in ufe amongit them, 
which cutl’om of theirs, is Dr, JVall’s chief 

, and’ principal argument for infant-baptifm, 
That the feait OF 11:s fL,p;:r, mt:h all the 
minute particular Li!~CUl~!tLl~iC~s a":tendli;g it,, 
were taken from &t; cuitom and ufage of 
the Jews, in their religious f&Is ; that the 
particular appointment of brend and wine for 
this &cred repaft, the method of their being 
con&crated, tile breaking the breafl, the dif- 
ttibutioh of it to th2 compq, the gitlng 
thanks, and !aftlp, the finging a pfalm er fpi- 
ritual Song ; that thefe were feverally taken 
from the cufloms and ufages of the Jews, wiN 
appear’ plain’ and evident to any who will 
give thelhfelves the trouble of reading Mr. 

* Gotlw~n’s account of the Jewifh feat&. ’ Upon 
thefe accounts it. feems not improbable to fup- 
pofe, that our Lord’s chief end and defign 
in the infiitution of the facraments, was, as 
3 hinged above, in compliance with the temper 
of the Jews, and to recommend chriftiani- 
ty to them, by making it more agreeable to 
the Jewi& inititution, and to their ceremonial 
temper aad difpofition; 

KI( 
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It is, very certain, however, that neither 
OUT Lord, nor his a>poitles, laid any great fir& 
upon the facraments : baptifm feems to be 

I mentioned by them only en p&nt, and we 
never find the obfervance of the fupper re- 
commended by him or his apofiles, as ne- 
ceffary to Glvation, or as what in, any par- 
ticular manner was required of chriQians. As 
to the former, as our Lord never gave any parti- 
cular direfiions concerning it, the cufiom df the 
Jews muR, I think, be neceffarily fuppofed 
to be the rule of chriitian baptifm, with whom, 
as it was cufiomary to baptize their profelytes 
&, it is not at all improbable, to, hppfc 

it to be &reeabIe to the will bf our Lord, 
and confiitent with the original defign of the 
inffitution itfelf (which doubtlefs was to make 
a diitin&ion between a chrifiian and a gentile) 
that the pie of it &ould be * d&ontinuql, 
w&n a ,,wh.ole people and nation became 
chriftiaas ; for if the root is holy, fo are the 
branches. 

* This matter is fet in a very clear light by the 
author of Dr. WALL’s hiAory of infant-baptifsn 
improved, printed in the year 17~9, an author of 

Findifput~ble learning, and good fenfe. Vid. alfo - 
Mr. Em$‘s previous quetlion, which, in fome parts 

, of it; feems unanfiverable, 
As 



As for the facrament of the fupper, it doth . 
by no means appear, *that our Lord Eaid that 
Crefs upon it, which his followers have done 
fince; the notion of the corposeal prefence, 
which obtained in the early ages of the church, 
[which doubtlefs was a contrivance of the 
pr-iells, in o d r er to promote their own power, 
and advance their ofice sad order,in the opi- 
nian of the people) was what firIt gave rife to 
the inanifefi abufi ar(d perverfion of the nake 
and defign of this religions feat%, 

It doth not, appear, from its original in%- 
tutiqn, from any part of the holy writings, or: 

, the nature of the .feafi itfelf, that it was thai 
will or defign of our ,Lord, that the admini- ’ 
itration of it fhouid be confined to the p&J- .~ 
ho&. As our Lord Ieft this affair undetermin- 
ed, nor gave us any particular dire&ions con- 
cerning it ; the cultom and ufage among the 

J ews, from whom the iaftitutioo itfelf was* 
taken, ought alone to determine this matter, 
I mean, what is eRentia1 to it ; and it is cer- 
tain, that the mailer of the houfe, or any 

other indifferent perfon, piefided in their re- 
ligious feafi ; he confecrathd the cup and the 
bread, and gave thanks, And what reafon 
can be aligned why this feaQ fhoulQ not be! d 
performed io the fame manner ? what bin- 

.1cs ders , 
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&t-s, when any number of chriftians are met 
together, that they may not eat and drink in’ 
remembrance of Chrifi, and that any one of 
the number may not confkrate the elements 
and return thanks ? And this feems to have 
been the pra&ice amongfi the primitive chri- 
flians in the apoftolicai ages, according to the . 
account which u;e have in the holly writings, 
who feafied in this religious manner as oft 
almoit as they met together: neither, by any 
thing which appears, did they apprehend ii: 
ncceKary, that thefe feafts fhould be confined 
td the place of their religious airemblies, or 
confecrated chmches, or that their teacher 
fllould prefide over them, though it is not im- 
probable to fu-ppofe, that when their teacher: 
was one of the number, they paired the com- 
pliment upon him in d&ring him to con& 
crate ihe-bresd and wine, and return thanks; 
.(in like manner as is dual amungfi us, yhen 
%tly clergyman happens to be in company with 
us at our common meals, for the mailer of 
the houfe to defire him to crave a blefing and 
return thanks) and from hence it is not un- 
likely, came the cufiom of their teachers con- 
flantly officiating at there i-eiigious feafts, till at 
MI for the reafons above-mentioned, they 
thought fit to deny this power to the laity, and 
confine it to their own order. . 

9 Having 
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Having now finifhed my account o# the ori- 
gin and nature of the chrifiian inftitution, and 
uf the office of the prieithood, a~ it ftands 
oppofed to Mr. B’s, I leave the world to judge 
whore is rnoft agreeable to the general nature’ 
and rearon of things, to the particular in- 
ftitution of chriflianity, SO the codlitution of 
the church of England, and the fen& of man- 
kind. I’or fame reafons I have not thought 
Foper tollubjoin my name at length ; though,. 
as on the one hand, I have not the vanity to? 
imagine, that my name would have been-of zny 
i&vice to the caufe wherein I am engaged ; fo,- 
on the other hand, I am far from thinking 
that it would do 3~ any difirvice or dikredit. 

I have on3jr farther to obferve, ttiat if Mr. R: 
will apprize me of having either through haff8 
or icadvertcnce omitted any material argumeilt 
of his, or that in XIY part of his I~~formancej I 
have ncglelxtcd to give his reafuniags their julz 
xveigilt (which may not be improbable, if we- 
confider the itort diitance of time between the. 
yub!iffAg of h c is errnon* and the fending thefe 
remarks to the prefs, the far greater part of 
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in their full extent, and the feveral confe- 
quences arK&g from them. In the mean titie, , 

I am, c 

GENTLEMEN, 

wiih great regard, 

London, OEtob. * 
29s ‘729. row nt$ humble fb-vant, 

L w. L. 
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If every American does his or her best for America
and for Humanity we shall become, and remain, the
Grandest of Nations – admired by all and feared by none,
our strength being our Wisdom and kindness.

Knowledge knows no race, sex, boundary or
nationality; what mankind knows has been gathered from
every field plowed by the thoughts of man.  There is no
reason to envy a learned person or a scholarly institution,
learning is available to all who seek it in earnest, and it is
to be had cheaply enough for all.

To study and plow deeper the rut one is in does not
lead to an elevation of intelligence, quite the contrary!
To read widely, savor the thoughts, and blind beliefs, of
others will make it impossible to return again to that
narrowness that did dominate the view of the
uninformed.

To prove a thing wrong that had been believed will
elevate the mind more than a new fact learned.

Emmett F. Fields
Bank of Wisdom

Bank of wisdom
P.O. Box 926

Louisville, KY 40201
U.S.A.
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ACTS XVIII. 14, 1.5 

hd z( hen Paul was now abrut to o$vn hi;< 
mo!rth, Gallio faid unto the Jews, If it were 
a matter of wfong, or willed Lwd~~fs, 0 
ye 3ews, reu$n wou!d that lJ3?9uld Iear wirpS 
yu : but if it be a queJl’ion $ words and 
names, and of yqr law, !jok ye tu it j for 
I utiU be no judgi8.f /uch matters, 

HE crime which the Jews here laid 
againit St. P&d, and for which they 
brought him before Galii’o, WAS 

* Hafpbemy againif their religion, affirming, 
that the religim eltablilhed by the law wx 
now no. longer obligatory, and profeiIing a 
religion difirent from that, and periirading 
others to embrace ir. Fior thus they repre- 
fent the cafe to GuZl.‘o, at the 13th verfe, j2j- 
ing, this fellow per-f.undcth men to worj;Yp God 
ccnlrar-v to the law. To which accuktion tNc 
apofile was going to reply ; but Gal.io prevented 
and Caved him that trouble, and put an end 
ro their pleadings on both iides, by declaring 

. ait once, that the caie did not co.me before 
Km, nor fall under h% cognizance. 
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GaIlio /aid unto the Jews, &c. 

This chapter is the only place of fcrip- 
ture, where we find any mention mad,e of 
GaZlio; but from the account which we here 
meet with of his behaviour upon this occa- 
fion, is well as from the charder which other 
writers have given us of him; we may juitly 
conclude, that he was F&an of great can- 
dour tind humanity, as we11 as a wife and“djf- 
Greet magifIrare. 

He was the Roman praefefi of Achaiu, a 
confular province under Az&/%us; and a bra- 
ther of Senaca, who gives him this chara&r, 
Q that he was a man of a f’weet temper, UUi- 

verfal’ally beloved, free from all vices, and the 
breatefl hater of flattery. 7kitus -f alfo makes 
mention of him to his advantage, and 8ruiitrr 
gives l$~ the iame teflimooy $. 0 

+ Solebam tibi dicere, Gallionem fratrem meem 
(quem nemo non parunl amat, etiam qui amare 
plus non pot&) alia vitia non noffe, hoc etiam 
(viz. adulationem) odiire, ab omni illum parte ten- 
tafti -Nemo enjm mort ium uni tim dulcis efi, 
quim hit omnibus, UC. # 
Inirio. 

cnec. Nat. .Qej, 1. 4, 

-t Annal. 1. 15. 
1 Aut dulcem genera& Ga!lioae!n, S:arius, 

Syfvatwm_ 1. 2. Genellihon Lurad. 

Not- 



Notwithffanding this, iome have feverefy 
Cenfured his condu& in this affair, as if it 
proceeded from *careIefTnefs and indifference 
in religious matters ; and to render him the 
more .infamous, have irivented a new name 
for this fin, and called it GaZfim$m. * But I 
hope to jufiify the Dtputy’s behaviour and to _ 
fhew, that what he fpoke on this occafioo, 
was wifely fpoke ; and that if he had a&e41 
otherwife in this matter than he did, he had 
tranfgrefid the bounds of his duty. 

It is worth while to take a nearer view of 
his words, and examine more clofely into their 
drift and meaning. 

qit wtfe a rndttsr s) + wr#tgt,’ ‘tr wk&d 
hwhnc/j, Ogc Jrws - If you could accufe 
this man of any injuftice, whereby he ~ had 
invaded any one’s r$t and property, or could 
lay to his charge any other flagitious and ril- 
lainous a&on, done with a mifchievous defign, 
and whereby he had dilturbcd tbt pub/k ptact ; 
t rtafon would that Ir fioald bear with ,yu. It 
would be but right and jurt, that I should bear 
with this trouble tihich you would now give 
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me, and henr with patience what you haye 
to fq. I should then be obliged by the duty” 
of my place, to take cognizance of your mat- 
ter. But if it be a qu$ion Qf tzords, and namess 
and of pr ,law. If the rcntrover-9 as it 
feems to me, be, nut about &vil, but rcligi- 
024s matters : as about the word which Paul 
prEached, and the truth of that word, and 
whether it be agreeable to your Iaw ;*or about 
n&e~ of diffircnt f~2s in religion, and of their 
founders ; as whether the name of tq&zh, 
or Chr$i belongs to t!-:t yq%s whom P&i 
preaches, and what appt:: Sa*:~~n is to be given 
to his followers ; or-about the Cctife and rnw- 

’ ing of thok prophecies wiiich Pnd applies to 
Ch $2 : or if the difpure reLtes to the I:ites 
and ceremonies of your law, as whether rir- 
rumc&n be Aiil in force, and all that are 
unchwnxijed are out of God’s favour : I fay, 
if the matter about which you are at va- 
riance be concerning your mcJ%b, who he is, 
nnd what is agreeable, or contrary to your 
laaw, or any thing elfe of this kind,. /MR ye- N 
10 it. Make it up among youdelves, or dir- 
pute as long as you pleare about it, Au I 
wib be no judge tf ft.& matters. It is none 
of my busnefs to determine fuch difputes. 
Th:fe things no way affeti the public peace 
o;ld pl’ei, which it is my duty TV take care 
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of; nor do they make any one guilty of any 
crime againit the law of the land, 

And this was a wife anfwcr, and fhewkd, 
that he was well acquainted with the nature 
and extent of his office ; and he was too good 
a man to Iiit himfelf in any party, and to 
abufe the power which was lodged in his hands, 
by applying it to purpofes foreign to the origi- 
nal defign of it, and executing zcratfl u/~on tbm 
ulho had done n0 cuil, 

The words thus opened, naturally lead me 
to treat of the nnSurc and sxtent ojc the o$; e 
of the civil flq$uafr. And becaufe tl+s is 
a &bje&, ,which would take ap more time, 
than is u&alIy &owed upocl fuch occcrfiorm~‘ as _ 
this ; I ihali confine mpfclf, to that #&&k , 
ivhich Gair’io here makes between matters of 
a ~‘a/‘/ and a rcl~gz’~s nature; between the 
%&irs of c-iv;1 goucrcmrfft, and thofe of te- 
$2 ion. Thefirmer, he lays. claim to, as fdl- 
ling under his cognizance, and belonging te 
11 is jrrrjydi&jion : but the latter, he - difciaim& 
as wholly foreign to his ofi~e, and what he had 
nosing to do with, 

This diferugt between civil gs,wrrpnent and 
religion, is what I fiall endeavour to illuftrate 
and confirm, and to kettle the jufi bounds 

th 
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’ that lie be’tween’tke one and thk oiher. And ’ 

this I fhall do, by co&dering dil)in&ly what j 
the ad and defign of civil gdvernment is, and 
what is that of religion. 

COdld4X the trod and dcjgn of 

It is plain, that civil government was in& 
tuted for the prefervation and advancement of 
men’s ciwii inter&, for the better fecurity of 
their lives, and liberties, and external p&fIions. 

Mea fin became fkniible of the necef- 
fiti of civil gavtrnmmt, for thefe en&, from 
the inconveniencies they fuffeied by a private 
life independent on each other. For in (uch 
a Rate, anlef’s every man would keep flri&ly 
to the rules of jufiice and equity, which t’he 
pravity bf ha’man nature, and long experience 
forbid us ever to hope for ; the weak would 
become a prey to the ftrong, every one would 
Iii at the mercy of him that was mightier 
than himfelf, and the world would be full of 
fraud and injuflice, cruelty and opprefion. 

No fooner did mankind begin to multiply, 
and to contra& new relations and new du- 
ties but their interefis interfered with one 
another, ;iad gave rib to thofe wrongs and. 

injuries 
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injuries which daily increafed in the world, and 
quickly moved men to enter into f&-it&s, for 
the m,utual fecurity and defeoce of their per- 
fans and properties, both againfi violence from 
abroad, and rapine and fraud at home. Fol; 
the6 ends and purpofes,&&~ were at &it 
ere&ed, and grounded upon the mutuaf com- 
pat% and agreement of thbfe who entered into 
them, to Rand by, and afilt each other, both 
ogaiofi foreign uioleace, and dome& wrongs, 
To repel the &I of there, there mufi be 
external ’ force and itrength, which confiit iu 
arms, riches, and multitude of hands ;‘ the 
remedy of the other, lies in wife and wh& 
fome laws, agreed upon by the Society ; and 
the care qf both is,. by commou confent, com- 
mitted to the civil nrag@~&, who is mare-1 - . 
over armecl. with the fi3rce. and fk+& of 
ali his CubjeQs,. in order to put thefk iaws In 
execution Ir. 

From this brief account of the nature and 
dcfign of ci~uilgovernment, it plainly appears, 
that the proper bufi~efs of the mag@wte is 

, to preferve the external peace of the world, E 
’ and the temporal good of the community over 

which he prefides; to protea every man ia 

+ Lettrr cwcernizg toleration. Mr. Locke’s .work~, 
Y. 11. p- 249. 

his . . 

i 
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his jufi right and property; to fee that * no * 
tnan go beyond, and defraud his brother in any 
tnn~er, or do any wrong of any kind t.o his 
neighbour ; and to this end, to inAiA proper 
punifhments, and -j- < execute uva/h upon them 
that do evil; to reitrain and chafiife thofe who 
are unruly, who tranfgrefs-the laws, and “vio- I 
late the rights of others ; who are guilty of 
aiiy of thofe fins, which . are injurious to the 

J”o&ty, which difiurb the peace and quiet of 
the government, and endanger mens lives and 
properties ; fuch. as fraud, injufiice, and op- 
prefion, lying and perjury, theft, murder, adui- 
tery, and the like. 

L All thefe fall under the cenfure and cog- 
nizance of the civil magz,/?rate ; and it is his 
office and bufinels to reflrain men from fich 
outrages as thefe, by bringing the offenders to 

. condign punishment. 

But then it is to be confidered, that thefe 
tranfgrefions are fubje& to be punifhed by 
the &vi! magiftrate in a civil fenfe or caprt- 
city only, and not in a religious one. They 
fall under his cognizance, as they are injuri- 
ous to mens civil interefls, and deitru~tive of 
the good order. and government of the world ; 

* I TheT. iv. 6. + Rom. xiii. 4. 
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and not as they have an inherent turpitude 
in ‘them, and are immoralities and tranfgref- 
Gons of the divine law : for in that capacity, 
I conceive, they are out of the magilt rate’s 
power, and not cogn&able befare any ,tour.t§ l 

of human judicature, 

The not obferving &is diJin&‘ion has in- 
troduced,no fmall confufion in this fiibje&. 
For fiace the fame a&ions, which are viola- 
tions of the divine law, are alfo prejudicial 
to &man /p&y, and fo many breaches of 
the pub% prace and quiet ; hence it has been 
thought as much the mag@ate’s duty to pre- 
vent the one as the other, and that reZigion was 
as much his rare and concern as civil gave&- 

pnent. 

Whereas, in truth, if the ili infiuence ‘which 
shefe vices have upon the peace and we&we 

’ of buman fociety, could be feparated from their 
i~~~orali~y, and their being tranJgrefions of the 

laws of Gd, the magz$rate could have no- 
thing to do with them ; his buJne/j being no- 
thing clfe but to preferve the public peace dnd 

quiet, and to proteA men in thfir civil rights 

and pperties, and to take no other notice of 
the a&ions and behaviour of his fubjeAs than is 
neceifary to this end, 

But 



2x6 The Pillars QJPRIESTCRAFT 

Rut becat& fuch a fepaiatioo is impofib16,’ I 
and thok rices which are fo many tranfgref- , 
/ions of Gbd’~ laws, have alio a natural ten- 
dency to ibjtxre our ncighbour in his civiI in- 
teqy?s, and to *dittnrb the good or&r and gc 
wrnment of ibe world; (it being hard to in- 
fiance in say vice, which doq not fome way 
Or other, immediately or tcmtely, do this ;) 
therefore it unavoidably happens, that the ma+ . 
g$‘rat+ in the due execution of his office,’ 
d?s indim%) intermeddk with reZzg!bn. I fay 
in&reL?'~, b&auk religion is not his proper 
bujncfs, nor ought he dire&j$ to intend it 
in the execution of his office. For T H AT 
I fhall fhew is the care and concern of a 
higher power, and is to be promoted by rewards 
and puniflhments peculiar to itfelf, and fetched 
Corn another world-. 

But though we CannOt a&tdy fiparate the 
ill iyfuence any vice has upon &e f~riety we 
live in, from its being a trarrf@@on of fotire 
divine law ; yet in our minds we may make 
this feparation, aid confider every vice as a 
mixed a&ion, as a trangrefion c+f the laws 

of man, and of the laws of God, In the fiJ 
capacity only, it is fubje& to human - judi- 

’ cdtures ; in the fecond, it is cognizable only 
before the tribunal sf heaven. As it is a 

4 matter 
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matter of wrong, or wicked lewdnefs, i. e. as 
it is an injury to any private perfon, or a 
breach of the .public peace, it is certainly the 
magt$rate’s .duty to reitrain and puniOr it. 
As it is a tranfgr&on of the rules of mo- 
rality and virtue, of any of the laws of na- 
ral or revealed religion, it is equally certain 
that it belongs only to the &~eme law- 
givr, even God himfelf, to exaQ an account 
of it. 

For this reafon, becaufe vice aad wicked- 
nefs are punifhable by the civil maggrate only 
upon a civil account, fins are differently efti- 
mated and indifferently punifhed by h~,~n, 
and by diuint! laws. human laws make an 
eflimate of fins from the damage they do to 
private perfons, or to the publick good, and 
it-r%& the greaten punimment upon thofe fins 
which are mofi injurious in this refpe&. For 
there being no fianding law of God, which 
has annexed any civil punifbment to any fin, 
(if, perhaps, we may exce,pt murther) this is 
the only rule the magz$r?te has to dire& him 

. >fhing offenders. c And therefore, if 
there be any fins wherein the Jociety is no 
. , concerned, which it neit’her feels, nor is 
affe&ed with, the mag@ate has nothing to 
do to punik them. And even thofe fins, 
which in their own nature, are prejudicial to 

voI.4, I* \ L mens 
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mens civiZ intereJs, if they could be io clr- 
cumltantiated, as to do no prejudice to any, 
nor to have any ill influence upon the wel- 

’ fare of focietg ; they could not, in thofe in- 
fiances, be the proper fubje& of civil pz&%- 
mcnts. Nothing is fo, but what does fame 
way or other injure a private perfon, or the 
public weal, Confequently, fecret intentions 
and defigns of wickednefs, if they never break 
out into a&; treafonable thoughts, rebellious 
wifhes, and feditious purpofes, can never be 
liable to civil punishments. Nothing but cvert 
a&, whereby the ~C&JJ, or any member of 
it, afiually buffers, or is brought into danger 
of fufferipg, can lawfully be punished by the 
civil magi&-ate. 

But with regard to the laws of Gcd, the 
ca‘fe is far otherwife. He takes an eftimate 
of our fins by other meafures, from thofe de- 
grees of Jight and knowledge againit which 
the offence was committed, and often punifhes 
thofe fins mofi, which are leafi, or not at 
all, cenfured by the civil powers. T$IS an- 
ger and revelJg,oe, with him is murther, and ZUJ?~ 
fil thoughts and dejres, adultery ; and the de- - 
tcrmined will and intention of cornmixing a&y 
fin, with him, amounts to the fin itfelf, though 
through fear, or fhame, or want of oppor- 
tunity, it was never a&ally committed. And 

thofe 
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thofe fins which the civil mg@atc does not 
punish, becaufe they do not prejudice men’s 
Gil intert$s, do yet render men highly guilty 
before Cod, and will be feverely accounted 
for : fuch as covetoufnefi, pride and vain 
boafting ; fenfuality and voluptuoufnefs : mur- 
muring and difcontent ; furlinefs and ill na- 
ture ; difrefpefi to fuperiors, and ingratitude 
to benefaaors ; envy and malice ; calumny 
and detrafiion ; fraud and circumvention ; I 
fay, there, and numberlefs other infiances, 
which human laws can take no hold of, can 
neither punifh the firmer, nor prevent the fin, 
are exprefly condemned by the laws of God, 
and have fevere penalties annexed to them, 
And other aflians there are, which though 
juflly punifhable by the civil powhs, are in 
their own nature guiltI&, and do not difpleafe 
God, but by being tranfgrefions of that general 
law, of paying ali due obedience to ~$2 whotl~ 
*be has& over us. 

To which we may farther addi that cri-. 

minals may fatisfy the law, and Co ftand clear . 
before human judicatures, and yet remain as 
guilty before God as ever ; and on the con- 
trary, they may have made their peace with 
God) and procured his pardon, and yet bc 
equally guilty in the eye of the law, and equally 
liable to civil punifhmen t. 
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From all which, it is abundantly evident, 
that the end and defign of civil gezrernment, 
is wholly taken up with the care of men’s 
civil rights, and confequently, that the office 
of the civil magi/rate, is confined to this 
one thing, and4 that religious matters, CIS Juth, 
lie out of the verge of his power. But if 
this wants any further $ht, it will receive it 
from what comes next under our confderation, 
and that is, 

‘II. BZe end and dejign of religion. S 

Though reZz’g&n is a great friend to C;UZ’Z 
government, and the pratiice of the duties 
which t,hat enjoins, tends very much to our 
prefent htappinefs, and makes this world a 
much more eafy place than it would be with- 
out it ; yet all this is but remotely the effe& 
of religion, and makes no part of its main and 
principaC deJgn. 

Religiozz, in a true and proper fenfe, and 
as the word itfelf importsr is an obligation 
upon us to God, and was defighed to recom- 
mend us to God, and fecure an interefi in 
his f&our, by performing acceptable fervice to 
him, and doing thofe things which are well 
pleafing in hisJght. 

And 
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And therefore, though men formed them- 
felves into jcieries for civil reafons, fuch as 
have been already mentioned, they did 1 not 
do it upon any religims account ; becaufe re- 
ligion, as it relates to God, is tranfaAed be- 
tween a man’s /erf and God, and is what no 
body elfe is concerned in. So that it is nei-’ 
ther neceirary in itfelf, nor elfential to O-W 
religion, that great numbers of men should 

- meet together, and be incorporated into/o&ties, 
for the better difcovery, or the more due ex- 
ercife of it *. 

Hence it is, that they who lived before 
the inyitutim of civ’l government or the fo~(n- 
dation of comnunwecz,lths, were as famous for 
their pz’ety and religian, as any who have been 
fince. They who liwd in the fir-it ages of 
the world, when the earth was but thinly 
inhabited, were not therefore deltitute of true 
rcligi,n, but performed it in a manner that 
was acceptable to God: and lo may any fingle 
perfon, or any fmall number of men, who 
happen to live in a defart place. They are 
not to be looked upon as having no religion, 
becaufe they do not live in towns and cities, 
becaufe they cannot make up a great affem- 

* See Puffendorf of the rehion bet.ween church 
andpate. Se&Y, 3, 5, 6. 

=3 Yzr, 



bly, and are not formed into a ci~il~ak 
For r&gion, as I before f&d, is tranfafied 
between God, and a man’s /f& and equally 
obliges US at all times, and in all places, in 
folitude as well as focietp, under whatever ’ 
goverriment we live, or whether we live under 
my at all. And that which makes religious 
nuorfiip mofi acceptable to Go4 is open to 
his view alone, as he is a dlJkner of the 
heart ; and that is jkerity and integrity, the 
war-lp that is in Jpirit, and in truth. ThYs 
r-&gion took place before@irs were erefied, 
and is of an older date than any civil eJl’a- 
bi~jmwnts, as well as of a dlrerczzt origin. It 
commenced the moment we were created: it 
is contemporary with human. nature, and be- 

- gan with the race of man, though it came 
not from rhe will and invention of man ; 
but is grounded upon the will and law of 
God, who fees men in the dark, has in his, 
bands rewards, and puni.fhmeuts, and power ’ 
enough to call to account the proud.elt of- 
fender. Whereas cor~lzon~ akhs were found- 
ed, and governmen/ initituted long after, by the 
will and invention of man, and, for quite other 
reafons, and different ends. 

In this /?nte cf na:ut.e, I mean before the 
inititution of civil govcmml~zt, religion, as it 
related to God aJone, had no other hold upoa 

kaeL$ 
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men, but from the fear and reverence of God, 

I and was a perfe& Oranger to all hmman power, 
and outward force ; and every one embraced 
that digion, which either his own rebfon dic- 
tated, or v~velatio~ dii‘covered to him, and had 
a right of ordering for him&If the external 
circumffances of relr’gious worfiip. Jn all thefii 
things, every one was left to his own li- 
berty, and was accountable to none but Gtd. 
In this ftate, no man whatever could require 
me to conform to his judgment in religious 
matters, nor could I require him to conform 
to misc. But if any man out of charity to 
my foul, and becaufe he believed himfelf to 
be in the right, had a mind to bring me 
over to his opinion, he muR convince me by 
proper arguments, that he was in the right, 
and I in the wrong; but mult uf’e no outward 

firce or comp~J12oa of any kind; and that for this 
plain and kort reaion, amongfi others, becaure 
the care of every man’s own foul which is the 
whole concern of religion, belongs to himfelf 
alone, and is to be left to himfelf ; and to ufe 
any force or violence here, is not only unjuit, but, 
as ihall befbewn, wholly ufelefs and infignificant. 

This was the cafe of religion in a/ate of na ’ 
ture. Let us next fee, whether any alteration 
was made in this caSe’ by the in/ii:uthn of civil 

governmP&f. 

L4 Now 
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NOW fince thofe wrongs and injuries which 
men daily received from one another, and 
which firfi moved them to enter into ficA&~, 
did not affe& their religion, but their Iives 
and liberties, and goods ; it fohows, that when 
they waved their natural freedom, and com- 
bined together, they did not at alI fubmit 
themfelves in refigiuus matters to the wil1 of 
the civil maggrate, as they fubmitted their 
perfons and properties to be difpofed of by 
him, for the obtaining the end of /OS&~, the 
mutual defence and prefervation of one ano- 
ther, Men might, z&d did itill retain their 
natural freedom in religious matters, very con= 
fiitently with al1 the ends of. civil government, 
which obliie them to give up their natural 
right in other things. For there is this re- 
markable and eirential difference between mens 
cizril or thzporal, and their r‘&$$our or /‘pi- 
rituul rights, that the f‘rmer are alienable, * 
and may, by their own conknt, be rehain- 
ed, or remitted in fame cafes, for the better 
fecurity of them in others : but the latter, their 
religious or /piritual rights are their unalienabk 
property, in which they cannot be reitrain- 
ed, and which they cannot give up in any 
cafe, or upon any account *whatever. Men I 
cannot abandon the care of their fouls, as 

they may that of their bodies and efiates, and 
blindly 
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blindly leave it to the magiltrate to prefcribe 
*That faith or worship they fhalI. embrace. 
For befides that the care of every man’s fou1 
beIongs to himfelf, becaufe every utle of us 
mr/2 give an account of bhfelf to God, Ram. 
xiv, 12. And the nature of religion is fuch, 
as makes it a fIri& perfona1 duty incumbent 
upon every man ; and whatever of this kind 
is done, mufi be done by ourfelves : I Gy, 
befides this, we cannot, if we would, con- 
form our faith to the di&ates of another, and 
believe jufi as he believes, and becaufe he be- 
ficves To; nor can it ever pofEbIy be lawful, 
upon any account, to cornpry with, or agree t43 
any thing in religion, that is contrary to our 
judgment, and ths i’nward perfuafion of our 
minds; to profefi for truth* what we believe 
to be a wrong faith, or falfe do&%x; and! 
to worfhip God after any other manner than 
that which we conceive to be mofi agreeable 
to the divine will. In thefe matters, we can 
neither give, nor can another ufurp any au-. 
thority over our confciences; nor can we fiub- 
mit t :hem to any other rul’er, but God, and out 
own reafon. And therefore the mag+-a&ought 
rrot to i&E upon terms of pure4 a; religi’ous 
nature, with thofe who are under hisgoaern- 
merit, or exercife his power and authcxity over 
tt,kena in this rcfpefi. 

LB T.ns 



This will quickly appear, by taking a view 
Qf the chief and principal parts of religion. 

To begin then with morality and virtue+, 
which though unhappily diffinguiked from re- 
digion, are the chief and main things where- 
in it confifls. There are founded in the eter- 
nal and immutable nature and reafon of things, 
whereby fome things are evidently fit, and- 
others as evidently unfit to be done, what- 
ever the coufequence of them be here. This 
being plainly the nature of things, and there- 
being this effential difference between them, 
we jufiiy, conclude it to be the wz’Zlef God, 
who made us what we are, and puts this 
difference between fame things and others,. 
that we fhould cbferve this difference in our 
a&ions. And herein we are to be diretie& 
by our own reafon, or confcience ; which’ is 
uothing elfe but the opinion or judgment of 
our m’ind concerning the moral pravity or rec.. 
titude of our own aations, for the condu& 
of which we are axountable to Gcd alone, 

If then I be fatisfied in my own mind of 
t-he lawfulnefs or unlawfulnefi of any aLItion ;. 
and do, or forbear it upon that perfuafion ; 
the civil magifirate has no ‘right to lay any. 
sefiraint upon me in this cafe, becaufe he 

judges. 



judges me to be in the wrong; for one man’s 
confcience is no rule to another, and there- 
fore * one ma1z’s liberty JTotild not be judgpd of” 

L$ an&xv man’s con/Eience; but in alI fuch cafes 
ag the& every one mufi jlcdge for birnferB‘ 
and take care to be fully pfrfuaded in his ow~r 
mind, and not to + ctndemn. hiqfelf inS that 
thing which he allow6th.. 

But what if any one upon pretence of hw 
fiienct, and to ihew his liberty, fhould corn; 
mit any matter of wrong or wicked lewdne-s,, 
invade any one’s property, or difiurb the pub- 
lic $eac&? Why then, I fay, no pretence oft’ 
religian or conjience can flireen him from the, 
civil powers. He ought to be refirained and 
punifhed. But then he does not fuffer upon) 
a religious, but upon a civil account ; he buffers 
as a $ murtherer; or as a thief, or as an evildoeri 

- or as a hkf@ody in other men’s matters. 

If we place religion in the belief of any 
i&t of doBrines or in the pra&ice of any 
particular forms or modes of divine war-ip : 
here too, every man mufi judge, and chule, 
fir himfelf, mult believe thofe do&rines whichl 
he thinks to be true, and war-J+ God in fuchi 
a manner, as he is perfunded is molt accepb 
table to him; The mug$hate has nothing to) 

f” b Cor..x., 29.. j- Kom. xiv,, 2a. $ I Pet. iv,. 15.. 
L 6, da) 
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do to interpofe in this cafe, to apply fart& 
of any Kind, to bring them over to any par- 
ticular perfuafion. This is plainly forejgn to 
his office, and itepping beyond’ the bounds of 
his duty. The peace and quiet, and good 
order of the focieiy, are the onZy points which 
he is to take car& of; and fince thefe are 
as confifient with mens holding dzj%ent opi- 
nions in religion, as they are with their being 
af +j%ent fentiments in other matters; the 
mag$rate is no more concerned to intermeddle 
in religious di$p,tes, than he is in thofe of pbih- 
&hy, lciw, ar PbJ$C. 

Indeed, if men hold any opinions in re; 
Iigion, which are deftruEtive of the peace and 
quiet of the world, and undermine the ga- 
a/ermwnt, and a& in purfuance of thef’e opt 
nions, their a&ions then are of a civil, and 
not of a religious nature; and they render 
themfelves obnoxious to the &;I powers, and 
j&y deferve to be punifhed. OF if men 
manage their Pelz’gious difputes with Cuch heat 
and eagernefs, and carry their differences fo 
high as to fz4 foul upon, and offer violence 
to one another, h is the mag$‘rate’s duty to 
i>nterpofe, to defend, and avenge him that 
buffers wrong, and t9 pun& him that did it. 
And therefore GolL’o was certainly to blame 
in taking no notice of that infult, which the 
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Greeks committed upon ~oJbenes, the chief 
ruler of the fynagogue, by beating him in 
open court, v. I 7. This is what he, ought 
to have prevented or punifhed, both as an af- 
front to himfelf, and an injury to one of his 
fubje&s. -But in this cafe, the maggrate does 
not make himfelf a judge of ctntrover-es* in 
religion, nor ufe his power and’ authority to 
decide them ; but he a&s in his own proper 
charafier, as 8 guardian of the public peace 
of the /b&y, and of the civil intere-s of his 
fubjec%; both which are invaded in the pre- 
fent cak 

And therefore, where men demean them> 
felves quietly and peaceably, and their d9 

firent faith and pa&ice have no fuch effe&, 
and concern only God a@d their own &Js~ 
the magi&ate is m judge of fuch matters ; 
and whatever their errors be, muit ufe no 
outward force or violence to compel them, but 
leave them to the jufi judgment of God, as 
to their own proper maJjr, to. whom they 
are toJand ar fall. 

For the ma&&=-ate to interpofe, an8 make 
himfelf a judge and a revenger in affairs which 
are pure4 of a religious nature, is to tranfgPe& 
tie bounds of his duty, and to invade the 

prer* 
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prerogative of GuJ; it is (to borrow the words 
of an incomparable * author) to judge and ml? 
2bfe the fervantr of snsrher mafler, who are not 
at all .acccuntab~e to him. For ,nothing can 
be more clear or certain, than that as re- 
ligion has C;od onb for its author, fo it is 
properly his care and concern only. The laws 
of religion. are the laws of God onb, and he 
himfelf has appointed rewards and punifhments 
&or the obfervers and trani‘greirors of them. 
I& has taken this whole matter upon him- 
&If, and referved it to himfelf, and has no, 
where authorized any man, or any number 
of men upon earth, to be his deputies, or 
&egerents. in this behalf, So that it is highly 
wicked and unjufi in any man, to ufurp any 
authority over others in cafes of a religious 
nature, in matters of faith and conhience. For 
here God himfeif has laid down the rule 06 
our a&ons, and not left it to others to pre- 
icribe to usa He himfelf has fet before us. 
Qur duty, and has told US, that he will judge 
of the performance: and for any man, aften 
this, to pretend to any power over us here+ 
i’s to foreitall the judgment of God, and to take 
God’s caufe out of his owa. hands, 



But fuch attempts as thefe are not only 
wicked and unjuft, but very fooMh and fruit- 
lefs, as will appear, if we confider, that the 
nature and the virtue too of all religion, cot+ 
f& in a free and willing choice, in the con- 
fent and approbation of our minds, in the 
fincerity and integrity of our hearts, in our 
being fully perfuaded of the truth of what 
we believe, and of the goodnefs of what we 
gra&ife. Whatever we do in re&on, we 
pnuj do if heartily, as unto< the Lord, in obe- 
dience to his commands, and compliance with, 
his wilJ, and becaufe we believe it will re- 
commend us to his favour. VVhatfoever is 
not done with this affurance of faith, is net 
&her well in it&If, nor can it be acceptable 
to God. 

But of what ufe can human laws, enforce& 
by civil penalties, be in all this ? They may 
make me do things which are in my power,. 
and depend upon my will : but to believe this, 
or that, to be true, is not in my power, nor 
depends upon my will, but upon the light, 
and evidence, and information which-1 have 
And will civil difcouragements and incapacities, 
fines and confifcations, itripes and imprifonment,. 
enlighten the underilanding, convince mens. 
minds of error, and inform. them of the truth F 

I can. 
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Can they have any fuch efficacy, as to make 
men change the inward judgment they have 
framed of things ? Nothing can do this, but rea- 
fan and argument. This is what our minds and 
underfiandings will naturally yield to ; but they 
cannot be compelled to believe any thing by 
outward force. So that the promoting of true 
religion is plainly out of the mg$?rate’s reach, 
as well as befide his ofice: and though tem- 
poral rewards and punishments are very proper 
means to produce an a&al external compli- 
ance with humal laws, which is Cufficient to 
anfwer the end of their inititution; yet thefe 
are very improper motives to be applied to 
the Jaws of God and religion, becaufe they 
cannot produce that inward obedience in fin- 
cerity of heart and cmf2ience which there laws 
require, nor that thorough perfuafion of the 
truth of what we believe, and of the good- 
ne/l of wha.t we pra&ife, without which ns 
outward compliance with the d.‘vine Iuws, nor 
any thing which we do in religion is of any 
account. 

And therefore, if the rns~$r~tz interpofes 
here, and either chufes a rehgitn for me, or 
enforces ttjat which I have chofen, with tern- 
poral rewards and punishments; he defiroys 
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ever I do under that name. If he impofes 
upon me, and forces me to profek, (for he 
cannot make me believe) a religion, which I 
do not think to be true; he makes me a 
hypocrite and a di$‘habler, and expofes me to 
the reproaches of my own heart, and the jufi 
vengeance of God: which is highly abfurd and 
unreafonable, confidering that the end of all 
religion is to recure the favour of God, and 
the peace of our own confciences, If he 
forces me to profefs and praEtife what is true 

religion, and what I myfelf believe to be Co, 
he at the fame time deitroys the virtue of 
this religion, and deprives me of my reward 
in heaven. For whatever I do in religion out 
of force and confiraint, upon worldly motives 
and confiderations, out of fear of the ciail 
powers, or the like, is no religion at all, nor 
is there any virtue in any a&ions which are 
performed upon fuch principles as thefe. For 
relz’gim mufi be built upon our regard to God; 
and whatever regard we pay to men in the 
performance of religious duties, takes off fo 
much at leafi from our regard to God, and 
fo far diminifhes the virtue of what we do. 
So far as temporal motives and temptations 
prevail with us, and are the fprings and caufes 
of our profeffing or praEtiGng religion ; fo far 
mofi certainly we are not influenced by the 
love of God, and fear of offending him, 

which 
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which is the only foundation of all true religion, 
Which confifls in intcmaljmerity, in the obe- 
dience of the heart and conJciPnc&, and in wor- 
/hipping God in fjirit and in truth. And for 
this reafon, no doubt, God thought fit to an- 
nex no other penalties to the tranfgrelfion of 
his laws, but the fpiritual and invilible ter- 
rors of a future Itate ; and no other rewards 
to the obf’ervance of them, but the joys and 
happinefs of the world to come ; becaufe .pre- 
fent and temporal rewards and punikments, 
the countenance or terrors of men, have no 
tendency to promote thofe things wherein true 
religion confifis, can neither conuiwce the UN- 
&rJanding, nor rule the heart, nor lead mea 
to the truth with/incevi,+y; but are much more 
likely to have the dire& contrary effXt : and 
if they were applied to religion, might make 
men outwardly comply with it, merely for 
the prefent temporal benefit they received from 
it; but could never make them Gncere in the 
belief or pra&ice of it. And what our Clvi- 
our faid to the people who fought for him, 
John vi. 25. might fitly be applied to fuch 
converts and difciples as there, ueui+, uerib, 
I lay u&o you, ye /-ek me, 7rot CecauJe ye fawd 
the miracles, but beca.vp ye did eat of the loaves, 
and were filled. 



But further; as veligz’un confifis in fuch a 
belief and pratiice, as we, in our confciences 

’ are perfuaded to be befit, and moft acceptable 
to God, as it lies in the fincerity and in- 
tegrity of the heart, as it is truth in the in- 
ward parts ; Co it can be fubje& only to ths 
judgment of the great God, whofe prerogam 
tive it is, to be a /‘earlher of the heart, and 
a tryrr of the reins; who fees the fecret fprings 
of our a&ions, and knows our thoughts and 
intentions afar off. Upon which account, no 
man upon earth can be a judge in religious 
matters, nor take upon him the cognizance 
of this caufe. He knows not the thoughts 
of our heart, cannot tell upon what princi- 
ple we aAed, or whether we were fincere in 
our religion or no; and therefore if he mould 
undertake to dirpenfe rewards and punifh- 
ments ; he, through p&on, weaknefs, and 
frailty, might eafily err, and in&ad of exe- 
cuting righteous judgment, might confound 
right and wrong, by punifhing the innocent, 
and rewarding the guilty. The apoitle’s ad- 
vice therefore is very feafonable in the prefenc 
cafe : * yudge nOt&Jg bq4we the time, until the 
Lord come, who both will bt il;g to light the bidden 
things oJf darhefs, and wiL/ make manlyeJ the 

* i Core iv. s,* 
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counJeh of the heart : and then fiall every ma8 
bave prafe of God, 

By this time, I hope, it appears that Gal- 
Zio aaed a wife and confcientious part in this 
aE:dir, and that if he had proceeded to the 
hearing and determination of the caufe which 
the Jews here brought before him; he had 
done what he could not juflify by virtue of 
his office, and had given himfelf much trouble, 
without doing any good to himfelf or others, 
but pofibly much hurt to both. 

For mofi certain it is, that the duty of 
the magi/rate is confined to the care of t$e 
civil and temporil good of his people, and does 
not extend to their /piritual and eternal afiirs. 
And as long as men behave themfelves quiet- 
ly and peaceably in the government under 
which they live, as long as they do no wrong 
or injuitice to their neighbour, nor prejudice 
any one in their civil rights, they may and 
ought to be left to themfelves in the choice 
of their religion, and be allowed to worfhip 
God in that manner, and after that way, 
which they think befi and moft acceptable 
to him. This is their natural right, and there 
can be no greater infiance of injufiice and 
opprefion, than any ways to abridge it, or 
deprive them of it. 

so 
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So that toleration, or abJoZute liberty in mat- 
ters of religion and confcience, however it has 
been vilified, and exclaimed againfi, is as 
much every man’s jufi right, as any other 
thing which can be mentioned : and pev/ecu- 
bon, however meritorious blind zeal and bi- 
gotry have made it, is as flagrant an infiance 
of cruelty and oppreffron, as any of thofe things 
which are often praQifed in confequence of It, 
plunder and devajations, Is;nes, imprqonment and 
murther. 

The magz$?rat’e ought to be fo far from 
thus perfecuting any of his fubjeAs, upon ac- 
count of their differing from him in religion, 
that it is a principal duty incumbent on him 
to take care that different f&s and parties 
do not perfecute, or treat one another ill upon 
this account. His bufinefs is to protea peo- 
ple of iI1 opinions and perfuafions, not in- 
confifient with the ends of government, from 
being infulted by thofe from whom they differ, 
or fuffering any thing on the fcore of fuch dif- 
ference. It is nothing to him, what falfe and 
erroneous opinions men hold, what ridiculous 
and abfurd dobrines they profefs, or, in a 
word, what they believe, or diibelieve in re- 
ligion, fo long as hereby they do no preju- 
dice to their neighbour, nor make any alte- 

ratioa 
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ration in men’s civil rights, nor difturb the 
public peace and quiet. For the end and 
defign of civil gwmment, was not to pro- 
vide for the truth of men’s opinions, bur: 
for the fafety and fecurity of their goods and 
perfons. 

But here it may be objefied, is the magi& 
j&ate to fhew no zeal or concern for the 
honour of God, and the authority of his laws ? 
1s he to be altogether indifferent what reli- 
gion his iubjeAs are of, or whether they be. 
of any religion at all? Is he not to exert his 
power in favoar of the trz~ Mgion, and to 
fee that the rules thereof be duly obierved 
and prallifed 2 

To this I anfwer, that fince God, who is 
mofi certainly the properefi judge in this cafe, 
and beit -knows what are the fittefi means to 
be made ufe of for there ends; has not thought 
fit to enforce his Zriws with any o:her /bnrh 
tivm, but the rewards and -punifhments of a 
future and invifible ftate, nor to promote his 
honour and true religion by any other mo- 
tives but thej : what authority has any man 
to make any alteration in what God has 
efiablifhed, and to enforce his laws with any 
other fim%‘onz than what he him,5lf has ap- 
pointed ? God has given no ma8 this authority ; 

and 
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md men cannot give it one another, And 
therefore for any one to alfume it, is not 
only encroaching upon God’s prerogative, and 
invading mm’s rdgiotds rights, but it is calling 
in queition the divine wi/lom, as if God who 
made man, and gave him there laws, knew 
not what furdj’ions were moft proper to fecure 
man’s obedience to them, and what motives 

- and arguments were mofi likely to prevail with 
him, to be truly good and virtuous. 

And as to true reI@on, and a right Se&f, 
every man is orfhodox to himfelf, and thinks 
his own religion to be true; and therefore 
if this be any argument, why the maggrate 
f’hould ufe force in promoting his own reli- 
gion, it will plead as itrongly for faI/; TC- 
Zigions, as for the irue one; it will hold as 
well for Prpery in PO@ countries, for Maho- 
metanifm at ConJantinople, as for proteJrniij2n 
in Great Britain. But is not the honour nE 
God to be confulted ? And are not vice, and 
immorality, and prophanenefs to be reflrained 
and punifhed ? Nlofi certainly they ought; 
but upon a civil account, and becaufe they are 
prejudicial to mens rid inteyk As for God’s 
honour, he himfelf is the beit guardian of it, 
and will mofi certainly take care of it in 
his own time and way ; for he is a jeahr 

God, But then I add, that for men to be 
re- 
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r&rained from thefe vices by the power and 
authority of the civil magi/h-ate, and out of 
fear of his Jword, is no honour to God, what- 
ever it may be to Chfar : it is obeying. men 
rather than God, and ihews that we are more 
afraid of men than of God, It is indeed for 
the interefl and honour of the civil govern- 
ment, that all vice, immorality, and prophane- 
nefs should be fupprefid, becaufe they are 
preju.dicial to it, and the contrary virtues tend 
to the good and welfare of fociety ; and fo 
far the magijiG-ate ought to interpofe. And 
becaufe all manner of wickednefs, even in 
;hofe inifances, where it does not direAly 
injure any private perfob, nor difiurb the pub- 
lic peace, has an ill influence upon /j~;q, 
tends to make men bad fubje&s, and worfe 
neighbours, and indifpofes them for the due 
difcharge of the relative duties of life; it 
were much to be wihed, that human laws 

&uld be fo contrived, as to take in a greater 
compaJ here, if that’ could be done without 
any public inconvenience. For the wtj2 man’s 
obfervation is founded in the nature of the 
thing, as well as in the decree of almighty 
God, that righteouJne/j exalted a natioq, bht 

Jin is a reproach to any people, Prov. xiv. 34. 
As the virtue of a nation increafeth or di- 
miniiheth, fo does its firength at home, and 
credit abroad. 

And 
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And further : as they who f&&and honour 
God mofi, ar’e likely to make gbod fub- 
jeAs, and do difcharge their duty bei), while 
they do it, mt only fwr wrath, bzd for cols- 
fiienrc Sate, Rom. xiii. 5. So molt certainly, 
upon this account alf6, it is incumbent upon’ 
the civil magi&ate, and one great end of his 
o.$&, to maintain and fupport the fear and ho- 
now of God, by p:m$?Cng tbo,h who do evil, and 
p++zg t/+nz that ii0 well, 1 Pet. ii. 14. 

But then it is pIain, that thefe confidcra- 
tions are of a poZ t&al, and .not merely of a 
religious nature : for the hn;ur of God, con- 
CIdered abflratiedly from the good of chit 

jkiety, and as it concerns himfelf only, can- 
not be thus promoted ; and is, what he has 
infinite ways of maintaining and &king care 
cf, without.bei.ng beholden to thc)cu4‘rt- arm, 

To conclude.: fince religion and civil go- 
vmmat are, in their original, end, bufin&, 
&d in every thing elfe belonging to‘ them, 
thus perfettly dinin&, and entirely diRerent 
from each other ; it would put an end t$ many 
controverfies, and make very much for the peace 
and quiet both of church and itate, it men 
w-cul i obCerve this difIinAion, and each party 
would keep within their refpcQi& bounds. 

v 0 L. I. M This 
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This would hinder them from clashing and 
interfering with one another, and would pre- 
vent’ thofe heats and animofi,ties, thofe a& OE 
vioIence and rapine, cruelty and opprelfion, 
that have abounded in the chrifiiaR world upon 
account of religion. 

Let the minifiers of the gofpel keep, or 
be kept, to their duty. Let them preach the 
goj)ei of peace, and not J&d the tyurnpet of 
war. Let them mind their own bufinefs, 
which is the /bhation of men’s JXr, by teach- 
ing and perfuading them, both by their doc- 
trine and example,’ both publicly and ;pri- 
vately, to deny zqodline/i and world/y ZuJs, 
and to live rigbteo$y, foberb, aad godry in this 
pre$zt wdrld: and let them .not firetch them- 
fclves beyond their line, by meddling with the 
“fait-s of Jute, and making themfelves more 
minifiers of the government, than mir$ters of 
the go/rpel of chr$- 

Aoci let the maLf{/!rate too confine himfdf 
to his own proper bufiners, and attend to the 
wctMy%elfare of the commonweahb, and in- 
&d of exercifing his power in binding other 
men’s confcicnces by human laws, let him 
take care to conform his own confcience to 
the lairs of God, and direa all his counfels 
+d eudeavours to promote univerfally the civil 

weifare 
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weifare of all his fubje&s. * And let him 
not think that he bears the iword in vain, 
utllefs he employs it in the caufe of Gud and 
religion. It was mt put into his h,ands- for 
this ufe, nor can it be applied to this pur- 
pofe with any good effe&. It was given him 
for quite other ends, and he wifi fi3~I work 
enough for it in deciding CIVZL controverfjes, 
without meddling with thoie of a religitus nar 

\ ture ; + in rxcrsrting judgment and jL/lice te- 
tween one man and another ; in hokin,a the jazus 
of the wicked, rind phking $be fpoil out 9e his 

, tee.4 ; in eheeking and controuling the arro- 
gant and ungovernable, in preventing or pu- 
niching all fraud and injufiice, violence and 
opprefion, and in fnpprefing fafiion and tu- 
mu1 t, fedition and rebel lion. I fay, thei‘e and 
fuch like particulars will afford the magzjfrate 

fufficient exercife for his sword, without turn- 
ing the edge of it againit fa@ doL?ril.e, bere[j, 
aud fc” ~,hm. 

And if civil magiitrates, and minificrs of 
the gofpel, would thus contain then&Ives within 
their own bounds, there would be the moit 
exaCt harmony and agreement between them ; 
and we might hope to fee the prophet’s pre- 
di&Iion fulfilled, concerning the happy ftate of 

* Lr:tPr concerning Jolet aticn, fou.)ard the end. 
t Job xxix. 17. 

hl 2 the 
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the church or kingdom of Chr$; * when the worf 

@ali dwell with the lamb, and the leopard @all 
lie down with, the kid; and the cuy, aA the 
young lion, arsd the fatling together, and a little 
child pall lead them. When the cow and the 
Eear fiall feed, their young ones fitill lie dowto 
together ; and the lion fish’ eat Jraw like the OX, 
IiKben the Sucking cbb’d @all play on the hole of the 
o/p, and the w:aned child /IbalI put his hand on 
the cockatrice dew. When th y pall not hurt nor 
deJzroy iri ail God’s ho!y mountain. -f- Then would 
mercy and truth meet together, righteoufnefs and 
peace would ki/s each other, Which God of .his 
infinite mercy grant, &c. 

* Ila. xi. 6, 7, 8, 9. t Pral. Jxxxv. Ip8 
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TO THE 

R E A D E R. 

Jr is the Cu/i)om of moJ? per-fins, when they pro- 

fiefs to prove the principles or praAice of others 

erronraus, to ufe more words in exclaiming again@ 

hem, than would exprefs the whole of what they 
have advanced, which might be caihd rea/‘on or 
argument : but as I have always judged it better 

for f~cb perjns to ham bow their cwn paflons 
?n@y be governed, than to attempt the carreAitn 
of otbert mflakes, wbiie thcj write 6th a temrcr 
q&e rev+ to the charity and meekne/ of a tree 

f&uer cf Cbr$’ ; 1 have tberefze, in the fofiow- 
ihg eriquiry, ufed no mgre, nor no other words, 
tban what were neceJary to give the reader a 
cleur view of the arguments there ujd, and the 
mafter enq.rired after ; my df&n being to had 
others into a true notion of their oun opinr’o~s, and 
thereby, in a friendb manner,*to convince them of 

their mgakes, and not to caJ any uncharitable re- 
Je&Zions upon them ; and fo this end, I deJre every 
me to read the following lines with Jnrerity and 
calmness offpirit, to con/deer that God views their 

hearts, and d$erns their Secret thoughts ; and that 

M4 be 
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ht W’II phnifi them in a future /ate, u.40 are 

CfireIIefs of trulh, or a&l nfit according to the per- 
J;I+n of thir own minds, but ure binJ;d with 
JJ?ionatle opinions, and aim more at wealth and 
Lrnnde2r, than at tru:h and the real kwowledp tf 

de a’dh%e 6f ye/us chytil ; find when they h&e 
* thus rend it, to Lt their own con/Eience be judge, 

wLrtl~frr my al;guments at-e too zcyal, 01‘ whether 
they have mt J fi<itnt JIl ength to Prove what. I 
n(;luRnce, azd to dcmon$?rate my nflertions. For 

t ‘0’ no:hing can feem more c’ear to my und: r@‘aTd- 
’ 1.8 thalz th e t rllth of the fo!lowing conch/ins, yet. 

I zuculd lave no man believe them wit&t exami; 
n:9tiov, or I-e romv.‘nced cf their truth, otberwiye 
than ly renfon or Jctipture. Far be it from he, 
e.7 ey1 50 u+3 sty cne ts /urn unto mine opin;‘on, 
j7 om ar2y 0 her mstiues bkt Gnly as /cripture an-d 
rcfpa move h’m. 

Tt5e reader is deJrrd to take notice, that fhis 
el,qrrlry was writtin original+ in a $rivzite lettir 
to a member of the rhtirch of England, r;nd r’s 
liow publ$5d with fame a.-‘disions, for the perujd 
dfperfhr in general, 
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AN 

ENQUIRY. 

S I am perhaded your defign toward 
me was good, when you began ver- 

‘baily to attack me for differing frotn 
you in opinion concerning the baptizing of 
infants, I think myfelf under an obligation to 
have the fame good will toward you; and as 
mine own opinion could never appear more un- 
reafonable in your judgment, than yours does 
in mine, I think *it is my duty to be free with 
you Ii kewife, and to give you my thoughts . 
concerning your opinion : whereby you may . - 
perceive, that infant baptifm hath not fo good 
a foundation as you imagined, before you 
knew the arguments that may be broughl 
againft it. 

By what converfation we have already had 
upou this point, I am perfuaded you find that 
I have many more and much ffronger argu- 
ments to urge againit the praflice of pzedo- 
baptifm, than ever you expeoed ; and I make 
no doubt but when you read the foilowing ar- 
guments (if you are calm and rightly under-. 

MS Aand 
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iland them) you will perceive yourfelf miflaken, 
arid confefs that the praAice of infant baptifm 
is contrary to the very firit principles of things, 
as well as not taught by Chrifi or his apofiles, 
in any pldin paffage of fcripture. 

But as I delight not in many words, I 
@fall. RQW proced.; and to prevent any mif- 
un&&anding;. iball begin with the following 
d&nitinos. 

. 
DEFINITION I. 

That being whom we call God, is of him- ” 
ielf perfeA, and could not be made better by 
any alteration. t 

DEFTNI T. 3r. 

Cruelty is either the affliCting of an inno- 
cent perfon, or the punishing of an offender 
with more pain than his crimes deferve, with- 

- ant defigning cithm of them a reward for the 
fame. But, 

D E F I N I T. m. 

Meq is the omitting to punilh a guilty 
perfon according to the full de&t of his crimes. 
And, ’ 

D E 1TM I T. 1.v. 

Jr&ice is the rendering to a perfon what& 
ever is his. prsper due. Bue# 

D E-- 
.2 



DEFINIT. V. 

InjuRice b the withholding fame good from 
a perfon, which he has a right to enjoy; or the 
caufing of him to feel fome pain, which was 
not due unto him.’ 

But there definitions being fufficient (I think) 
in the preient enqtiiry, and becaufe P would 
exprefs every thing in as fhort and clear a 
manner as poffible, I will ROW lay down fomc 
plain propofi tions. 

PROPOSITION I. 

God is fupreme over all beings, and go- 
verns them according to his own will ; agree- 
able to the words of I/hid, perfonating God, 
1 have made -the earth, and -jretched out 
lbe heavens, and all thtir br/i’j have I command- 

ed. -.- For I am God, and there is none eye. 

rfa. xlv. 12, 22, 

P R 0 P. It 

C,od is merciful, and not cruel to thofe 
whom liti thus governs : or, as David expref- 
feth it, the Lov‘d is good to all; and his tender - 
mercies are over till hir WOYRS. Pfa. CXlV. 9. 

M6 PROP. 
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P R 0 P. 111. 

He is alfo a God of truth, and doth not 
deceive his creatures : Deut. xxxii. 4, I&& 
be /aid, andJ%lall Je not do it ? Or bath be f$oken, 
andpall he n:t make it good? For God is not a 
man that he&&d /ye. Numb. xxiii. 19. 

P R 0 P. Iv. 

He is likewife jut% and righteous, and no 
injuftice is to be found in him : For all h’s I;va:,s 
are judgment, a God with iniquity, ju/? and 
rkt!d is be. Deut. xxxii. 4. 

.l?ROP. v. 

He is the fountain of wifdom and know- 
ledge, anb nothing is, or can be hid from him t 
0 the depth of ihe fichec, both of ihe wildom 
and kngwlcdge of God! Row unfearchable are 
h’s judgmeuts, and hii ways paJ finding out !- 
FN of him - are CIl tbhings j to whom be g’ory 

f or ewcr. hin. Rom. xi. 33, 36. 

- !. P R 0 P. VI. 

+;‘The things which are contained in thofe 
hooks called by US the fcripture, proceeded 
origiaally from God, and contain fo many un- 
doubted truths ; 
- ? 

as faith the apoflle, God 
wo - f$ake in the puJ by ibe propbets, hait3 
~&%befe IaJl days Spoken unto us by his /tn. 
.Htb, i. I, 2. . 

The 
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The artions contained in the preceding 
propofitions, being fuch- as are believed by al- 
mofi every proteitant chrifiian, I think it is 
needlers to ufe any arguments to prove them; 
and therefore I proceed. 

p R 0 P. VII. 

Whatfoever appears cIearIy unto us, by plain 
reafon, as truth, is certainly fo. The truth 
of this propofition I am perluaded you will not 
call in queition j becaufe thereby you would 
alfo queltion the truth of the holy fcriptures : 
for we have no other way to prove the truth 
of them but by reafon ; and therefore, if rea- 
fan cannot be depended upon, we cannot de- 
pend upon the Scripture. 

And that we are capable of difcovering truth 
by reacon,‘is piain from Chrifi’s own words ; 
. l And ulby even of yowl&es judge ye toot 
&at is right. Luke xii. 57. 

From there two lafi propofitions it nece& 
rily follows, 

Firfi, That the true meaning of any part of 
the Ccripture, is not, nor can be, contrary to 
any propofition which may be proved by plain 
aud clear rcafon. And, 

SecondIy, 
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Secondly, That all’ interpretatim of fcrip- 
ttrre, which have been or may be made by aen, 
and which ate contrary to redon, are falk 

P R 0 P. VIII. 

All confequenees neceh-ilp flowing, or which 
are truly drawn, from any true propofition, are 
true. And, 

P R 0 P. Ix. 

All fuch confequences as do necefl’ar’ily fol- 
low upon the allowing any falfe propofitivn to 
be true, are falf2. 

From hence it necefl’arily follows, 

Firlt, That if any confequence truly drawn 
be it&if true, that propofition from whence it' 

was drawn, is alfo true. And, 

Secondly, That if any confequences necef- 
family Rowing from any propofition be falfe, 
that propofition from whence it proceeded is’ 
alfo falfe. 

If is needlefs (I think) to ufe any argu- 
tients in proof of the two lafi propofitions, 
or of what I have inferred from them ; it- 
being clear to the meanefi capacity, that knows 

what 



what reafbrt is, that i6 thefe afkrti~ns were 
fit&, there codd be no Lwh thing a+redoning. 
I therefore proceed. 

P R 0 Y. x. 

An all-wife and merciful being cannot, a&, 
or order any matter in an unwife or cruel 
manner ; for thereby fuch a being would i&elf 
become unwire or cruel,: and therefore as it is 
morally impoaible for God, who is of himfelf 
omnifcient and merciful, to change his na- 
ture, and become unwire and cruel; it there- 
fix-e follows,. that it is morally impofible for 
Cod to a& or order any matter in an unwire 
6): cruel manner, 

P R 0 P. xr'. / 

The afiions of parent& cannot make their in- 
fiats any more out of favour with God than 
before, or procure to them any torment in the 
world to come. For it is evident, that infants 
are no ways concerned: in‘ their parents a&ions; 
they can neither afifi or preve,nt them : and as 
they are no ways concerned in the operation 
of fuch a&ions, they cannot in any refpe& be- 
come guilty by them ; for to fay, that they 
become guilty by them, is the fame as to hy, 
that Come infants are guilty of very wicked ac- 
lions, which they were never able to commit 3 
than which nothing can be more abfurd. But,’ 

if 
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if parents commit the vile@ and worfi of ac- 
tions, yet as their i[lfants are not therein con- 
cerned. they are innocent (for it is felf-evident, 
that all perfons are innocent of all afiions in 
which thev have no ways been concerned ;) 
and tofay that God do!h cafi infants out of his 
favour, or will torment them in the world to 
come, becaufe of their parentL a&ions, is the 
fame as to fay, that God duth cafi perfons, 
while they remain innocent, out of his favour, 
or that he wi 1 puniih them in the world ta 
come ; which would make God a& either un- 
juftlp, cruelly, or without true wifdom. But 
will God cafi infants out of his favour through 
their parents n8icJns ? God furbid ; JVO, leb 

. Godl;e true, bat ever) man a /jar. 

But having laid down there (which I judge 
qre undeniab!e) propofitions, I ihall proceed to 
the following 

ENQUIRY. 

Whether it is pofible for infants by hap- 
tifm to be made inheritors of the kingdom of 
heaven ? 

And firit I fhall fuppofe it p&Iible, and ob- 
ferve what coniequenceS will arile from fuch 
a Euppofition, 



CONSE&UENCE.I. . - 

Xf infants are by baptifm made inheriiofs 
(or have thereby a right given them to an iti- 
heritance) in the kingdom of heaven, then it 
follows, that before baptifm they had no fuch 
right, neither were inheritors of that kingdom. 
This is plain and perfpicuous at fir0 vie\v, and’ 
air0 that 

CONsEQ: If. 

God has then given mea power to make 
+ infants inheritocs of the kingdom ~4 heaved, 

And that 

G 0 N s E Q& m, 

There tianjr infants which die u&q&x!; 
die without having a right to inherit in the 
kingdom of heaven ; and that only becaufe 

’ men are ignorant and carelefs, and do not 
baptize them, 

It alfo follows, that all, men have power to 
prevent all infants dying in infancy, from a 
prbper right to heaven. And, 

CONSEQ v. 

That thofe perfons who are fo wicked as to 
kill unbaptized infants, do thereby not only 

pre- ’ 



prevent their lioihg in this wotld, but do alfo 
kinder them from having a right to an inhe- 
ritance in the kingdom of heaven, and as if 
were, kill them in the world to come. 

c o N S Ei Q: vr, 

And if the preceding f’uppofition be trire; 
it is true alfo, that though a man who is 
appointed to baptize inf’ants, be never fo wick, 
ed, and guilty of the mofi enotmous crimes, 
yet, if he be able to admiuiiter baptifrii to 
them, he can give them a true and proper P 
title to an inheritance in the kingdbti c3f. 
heaven, though he hi&elf has right to no- 
fuch inheritatice, btit perhaps entirely out of 
the favour of God. But, 

c 0 N S E Q: VII. 

Yet the death of Cht-ii), atld wkatfo&& 
he has done for mankind, is not ftif#clent t6 
give Co much as one infant a proper title to 
an inheritance in the kingdom of heaven, withy 
out fotie help from men. 

c 0 N S B f& ViII. 

I mai alfo add, that accdrdidfl to this fup- 
pofition, God hath left infants in a very dubi- 
ous and uncertain condition, to be prevented 
from, or have permittance togo into,’ the king- 

dom 



dom of heaven, according to the fiokle humour 
of frail and oft uncareful men. 

Thus you fee, what unreafonable aK&tions 
you are obliged to believe, fo long as you ea- 
tertain the do&me of infant baptifm, and are 
perfuaded, that infants by it have right given 
them to inherit the kingdom of heaven. YOU 
mafi believe and confers, that God has left 
fuch infants, as are to die before they arrive at 
the knowledge of good and evil, in a very am- 
biguous Me, and has given men great power 
over them, either to prevent them from inher- 
riting in the kingdom of heaven, or of giv- 
ing them a proper title to fuch aa inheritance: 
that the death of Chrti is an imperfe& fayi- 
fice, and cannot give Co much as one fuch ia- 
fant a right to an htav&y inherittice, with- 
out fame help from men : that fuch infants 
as have ,right to inherit in heaven, obtained 
it, however, partly by the a&ions of men, 
whatfoever good the death of Chrift might 
do them : that fome men, who have no right 
to inherit heaven themfelves, can yet give fuch 
infants a true and proper right thereto: that 
many infants, fame through their parents ig- 
norance, and, fame through their negligence, 
cannot inherit heaven, thowgh they are the 
creatures of God, and are as innocent, and as 
vduabJe of themfdves, as soy of thok infants 

are 
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rare that will inherit therein : and that men ha* 
not only power to Ml unbaptized, infants here 
on earth, but thertby to prevent them alfo from 
having hereafter a proper right, or title to inhe- 
rit in the kingdom GE heaveni 

How frightful foever, thefe things may ap” 
pear, w>en viewed in a clear light by an UE- 
biaifed mind; it. is plain and evident, that they& 
are no more than necefiry confequences, which 
do clearly flow from the preceding fuppofi- 
tion ; and therefore if you believe the fuppo- 
fition, you cannot deny the confequencess: 
.for if you difown fo much asone confequenca, 
.you deny the fuppofition, and all the othw 
confequences : for by the foregoing eighth and 
ninth propofi tions, and from what is there 
obferved from them, it appears, that the fup- 
pofition and its confequences, are either all 
true or all falfe; and therefore, if you give 
up one, you give up all : and that they are not 
all true, I think plainly appears by comparing 
them with the propofitions before laid down. _ 

For, if infants are by baptif+n intitled to an 
inheritance in the kingdom of heaven, it will 
follow from our own experience, if we obferve 
how many infants die unbaptized, as well as 
from what I have obferved before, that infants 
.ae left in a very ambiguous itate, and their 

title. 
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&tle to heaven left, as it 
;manner by the deity. 

were, in a casxlefs 

-Now the giving co, or procuring for, the‘ 
many thoufands of infants, which die in in- 
fancy, an inhefitmce in the kingdom of hea-’ 
ven, either is, or is not a matter of greai 

, concernment ; to fay ir is not, is the fame as 
to fay, that the kingdom of heaven is of fo 
little value to infants, that it mltters but little 
whether rhey p~*fIXs it or no ; which I am 

. perfiuaded you ai e far from thinking : and if it 
is a matter of any great concernment, the 
,merciful and al!-wife being has uot, nor ever 
will entail the l.ingdom of heaven on fuch dy- 
Mg infants only as men have pleafed to bap- 
tize. For that is the fame in words, as to 
fay, that God (who is perfe& in wifdom) has 
left a m&r of great concernment, no 143 
than the giviny or hindering of thoufilnds of 
thoufands of infants, to, or ff-om an inheri- 
tance in the kingdom of heaven, into the hands 
of men who are frail creatures; and m:lny 
are ignornnt of having this powtr, f’ome un- 
C,arcful, and the greatefi part wicked, and out 
of the F~I’OW of Cod. And by the matter’ 
being left thus, many thouCJnds of infants will 
never have a proper right to heaven, not be- 
canfe tI,zy arz guilty of any evil, but by rea- 
[on mcu are ignorant and carclefs, and do not 

COLI- 
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congey to them that right : which I think, 
upon a ferious confideration, differs but little 
from affirming, that thaugh God is perfe& in 
wifdom, yet fometimes he a&, or orders things 
unwifely. And as it is impoffible for an all, 
wife being to aA or order any thing unwifely, 
without becoming thereby imperfe& and un- 
wife; it therefore follows, by a plain and clear . 
demon4?ration, that God, who is perfe& in 
wifdom, has not, nor ever will order things 
in fuch a manner, that infanrs dying ia infancy, 
will have, or will not have, a right to inherit 
in the kingdom of heaven, according as they 
have, or have not, been baptized by men. ’ 

But if you obje& that your opinion is not 
that infants are made inheritors of the kingdom 
of heaven by baptifm, but that they will have 
only fome privilege or greater degree of happi- 
nefs in heaven, by virtue of their baptifm : and 
if you aifert this to be your opinion, I could 
draw much the fame frightful conrequences as 
the preceding, and bring it to the fame abfur- 
dity as before. 

For if baptized infants have right to more 
happinefs in heaven than unbaptized infants 
have, then God has given into the hands of 
men, power to difpofe of Come part of the hap- 
pinefs of heaven, at leafi to infnts; but it 

is 
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is clear, and evident to every rational pcrfoa, 
that giving men fuch power is leaving a rn@- 

ter of great importance in an ambiguous, and,, 
as it were, carelefs manner; and as ag all- 

wife being will never leave a matter of aqr. 

great importance in a carelefs ambiguous LQPB- 
ner, (for that would be aEting or ordering a 

matter unwifely ;) it therefore follows, that 

God, who is an all-w& being, will never 
,increafc the .happineis of infants in heaven, 

becaufe of baptifm, or decreaie their happi- 

nefs therein, for want of it, or any ways vary 
their eternal happinefs through the a&ipns 

-of men. I might fay more of this opipion, 

and confute it in other views, but judge it 
needlefs. 

However, I think it proper to infert one ar- 
gument more, which fuficiently overthrows 

either of the preceeding opinions concerning 

infants being benefited in the kingdom of 

heaven, by baptiim ; which argument is as 

follows. 

Tn the great day of judgment, when the all- 
wile and omnipotent God comes to pafs fen; 

tence upon infants, who went out of this would 
in their infancy, b:fore they could difcern be- 
tween moral good and evil; 1 fay, when he 

comes to do this, either, he will diflinguilh 
between, 
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her ween, and put into di’fferen t conditions, 
thofe whidh have, and thofe which have not * 
been baptized, or he will not, If God makes 
no difference betwixt them, then baptizing of 
infants wiil in no way whatfoever increafe 
their happinefs in heaven, and therefore it is not 
proper to baptife them, except the fame was 
plainly commanded by God : and if ‘God will 
make a difference at the day of judgment be- 
tween baptized infants and others, then it clear- 
]L follows, that God will pafs different judg- 
ments upon creatures equally innocent, and 
that from other motives than their unequally 
buffering in this life, which is abfurd to think, 
and daring to affirm. And what can deprive 
God of wifdom, more than alrerting, that 
when he -will judge the world, the negle& of 

-1 men toward infants, who died in infrlncy, w11 
be a prevailing motive with him to determine 
the eternal condition of fuch inf:ints, and fet 
bounds to his ounattribute of mercy, and the 
meritorious fufferings 0fJefus ChrifI ? An.I yet 
this is what they do necclLrily afirtn, who 

arert, that infants dying without baptiTm> will 
on that account, be deprived (in the life to 
come) of even the leaf1 benefit whatioever. . 

I do not in this enquiry pretend to limit the 
power of God, but all that I affirm, in hart, 
is this, that God is a wife, jufi and merciful 

being 
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being; and as the doarine which &ache& that 
the eternal happinefs of infants dying in in- 
fancy hath any dependance upon their being 
baptized before death, is inconfiltent with the 
forefaid attributes of God, that therefore God ’ 
never did, nor ever will teach men fuch a doc- 
trine : and in affirming of this, I affirm no 
more, than that God never a&, or orders any 
thing in a manner contrary to his own nature, 
or inconfiftent with what is truly perfe&ion. 
Rut before I conclude, I thinkit proper to take 
notice of that which fame learned men have 
thought an argument fufficient of itfelf, to 
prove the lawfulnefs of infant-baptifm, which 
argument they draw from the innocency of 
infants, and from the words of Chrifi which 
he fpake concerning infants, related by St. 
Murk, in the 14th and 15th verfes of his 10th 
chapter. They fay, if infants are fit to be ad- 
mitted into the kingdom of Chrifi in heaven, 
they are certainly qualified to be received as 
members of his church on earth. But I take 
this to be a very wrong way of arguing, and am 
perfuaded you will think fo too, when you have 
confidered the following arguments. For, 

Fir& fuch infants as are permitted to -go 
into the kingdom of Chrifi in heaven, will en- 
joy the blefings which are therein enjoyed, 
which I think no chriltian will deny (for, if 

VOL. I. N Whet3 



266 The Pillars of PRIESTCRAFT 

when infants are in heaven, they do not en-’ 
joy the blefings thereof, what good will be- 
ing there do them ?) then according to the 
forefaid way of arguing, fuch infants as are 
capable of eating and drinking, ought to par- 
take of the Lord’s fupper ; for I might fay, 
if infants are fit to partake of, and enjoy the 
blefings of the kingdom of Chrifi in heaven, 
they are certainly qualified to partake of, and 
enjoy whatfoever they are capable of enjoy- 
ing in the church of Chrifi on earth, and 
therefore of being partakers at the Lord’s 
fupper. 

From hence it appears, that this argument 
is of as much force to prove infants quali- 
fied for the Lord’s fupper, as for baptifm ; 
and therefore according to this way of argu- 
ing, if infants ought to be admitted to baptifm, 
they ought alfo to be admitted to the Lord’s 
fupper. And, 

Secondly, I would have you judge, whether, 
it is not acre reafonable to fay, that bccaufe 
infan!s are already fit to be admitted into the 
kingdom of Chrifi in heaven, that tl,ere is, 
t hertfcre, no manner of occafion to baptize 
them; than to fay, that becaufe infants are 
fit to be admitted into ttie kingdom of Chrifi 
‘m heaven, that therefore they ought to be 

bap- 
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baptized in fo folemn a manner, as the name 
of the Father, Son and-Holy Ghofi, when it is 
not commanded, neither can it be of any ad- 
vantage to them. aIt, - 

Thirdly, to argue for the baptizing of infants 
from their being fit to enter into the kingdom 
of Chrifi in heaven, is not an argument to 
prove that baptifm ought to be adminifh-ed to 
infants, but only an excufe for fuch a praQice ; 
for I thiuk none will be Co unreafonable as to 
pretend, that becaufe infants are fit to be ad- 
mitted into the kingdom of ChI-ifi in heaven, 
that therefore they ought, but only that they 
may be baptized. And here I might obferve, 
that if thofe who baptize infants, excufe them- 
feelves by raying, that it is lawful to baptize and 
admit them into the church, becaufe they are’ 
fit to be admitted into the kingdom of Chrifi 
in heaven, may not they who are againfi the 
baptizing of infants, fay (and that with as 
much reafon too) fince infants are already fit 
to be admitted into the kingdom of Chrifi in 
heaven, baptifm is unprofitable for them, and 
therefore we judge it proper to defer it until . 
we know it may be profitable unto them ?,but 
further for every one to take upon him to prave 
that infants may be baptized, and at the fame 
&me not to prove that they ought, is to take 
upon him an uklef.. talk : for as baptilm is per- 

N2 formed 
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formed as an ordinance of Chrifi, al):1 3r1 the 
name of the Father, Son and Holy ~:1:;~1:t, it 
cannot bea matter of fuch indifferency, as that 
infants may or may not be baptized ; but I 
think it is very obvious that they ought not, 
withour it can be proved that Chritt commnnd- 
ed, or that his ,apoftles pra&ifed it. But, 

Fourthly, If you obferve the reafons givin 
by the church of Eqlamd in the book of com- 
mon prayer, for the admitting infants to bap- 
tifm, you wiil eafily perceive, that thofe who 
plead for the baptizing of infants, becaufe they 
are fit to be admitted into the kingdom of 
@hrifi in heaven, do itri&ly oppofe the church 
of Enghd, and argue in a manner inconfifienr 
With her arguing, and in a way which (if it 
really pfoved that infants ought to be baptized) . 
would entirely defiroy the rearons given by the 
church of EngZad, for her baptizing of them. 

-_ I might add more concerning this argument 
(or rather excufe) but judge what I have al- 
ready written Sufficient, and therefore I ihall 
now proceed to the 

C 0 N C L U S I 0 N. 

I now intreat you, as a friend, to weigh 
impartially the preceding arguments, and if you 
do, I am perluaded, you will confefs, that infant- 
baptifm is not Co reafonable as you formerly 

5 hp- 
* 
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fuppofed, if you do not entirely change your opi- 
nion, and for the future oppofe fuch a pra&ice. 
You know I can have no advantage in writing 
on this matter to you, but only your good, but 
only a defire to convince you of error: for fo 
long as I have liberty to worship God accord- 
ing to mine own conicience, it is much the i;lme 
to me, whether ‘others agree with, or differ 
from me in opinion or p&-Lice. But as I think 
myfelf greatly obliged to any perfon who endea- 
vours toconvey truth to my underitanding, fo T, 
think it is my duty to be as ferviceable as time 
and opportunity permit, in conveying truth to 
others. But to be short, I have clearly demon- 
Orated in the preceding enquiry, that thofe who 
teach, that infants by virtue of their baptifm, 
will enjoy any more happinefs in the kingdom 
of heaven, than unbaptized infants ; or that un- 
baptized infants, marely becaufe they are unbap- 
tized, will be deprived of the leafi degree of 
happinefs in heaven : I fay, 1 have proved to a 
demo&ration, that this is a do&rine irreconcil- 
able with perfeti wifdom and goodnefs, and 
therefore contrary to the very attributes of God; 
and therefore God never did, nor ever will teach 
men fuch a do&rine. Which in mine opinion 
entirely overthrows the pracfltice of infant bap- 
tifm : for this proves that it will be of no bene- 
fit in the world to come, and we all know, that 
in this world it is no advantage to them ; and 

N3 there- 
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therefore it follows, that baptizing of infants 
doth them no manner of good whatfoever : and 
why then thould men baptize them, efpecially 
fince no man could ever yet prove that Chrifi 
commanded, or that his apoftles praMed it ? 

I would here a& thofe what they mean who 
call the baptizing of infants a charitable work, 
and fpeak againit us as uncharitable, becaufe we 
do not baptize them ; and I would have fuch 
confider, which is of the mofi commendable 
opinion, they who believe baptifm necefiry 
to ma!te ir,nocent infants happy; they who 
believe unbnptifed infants excluded from the 
merits of Jefus Chrifi, and thereby, as it 
were, confine the mercy of God toward in- 
fants to the atiions of men : or we who believe, 
that as infants are all equally innocent, they 
are therefore all equally valuable in the fight of 

l God; or we who believe that the merits of the 
death of Jefus Chriit, are not extended towards 
infants by the atSons of men, but by the mercy 
of God, whofe mercy is as extenfive toward all 
the offspring of Admz as is confiflent with ju- 
itice. I have alfo by feveral arguments over- 
thrown the reafon, or rather the excufe which 
fame make for the baptizing of infants, drawn 
from their innocency, and from their being pro- 
nounced by Chrilt inheritors of the kingdom of 
heaven i and have oblerved that according to 

the& 
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there mens own argument, baptifm is of no 
benefit to infants, and therefore (as it is per- 
formed in the name of God and Jefus Chrifi) it 
ought not to be pra&ifed without a command 
from God the father, or his fan Jefus Chrifi. 
Befideo .,, what excuie can they make, who per- 
form a thing in the name of God, and as if it 
were commanded by him, when he hath not 
commanded it ? Will it nof be kid unto than, 
W&I bath teguired this at your hand ? Moreover, 
it may deprive many of the benefit defigned hy 
God, to man, in the ordinance of baptifm. 

NOTE. 

‘In the preceding lines, it is always taken for 
grankd, that every thing concerning this world, 
will be fo regulated in the life to come, as not 
to require any further regulation. 

N4 A 
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L E ‘I’ T ‘E R. 

Friends and Ncighbours, 

F TE R two late coavulfions of the 
earth, or the air, or of both, and 
after a third alarm from a late folemn 

addrefs, perhaps fpreading more terror than 
either, give me leave to offer you fame corn- 
forting confiderations. 

One earthquake is not always followed by 
another, nor a fecond by a third, nor a third 
by one itill more ttl rible ; neither do their 
havoc in one country imply the fame in 
any other country. Where one of them has 
fwallowed a city, or putheci the fea over the 
continent, how many have been remembred 
only by being felt ? Nobody is frighted at 
the fight much lefs at the f0ur.d of a fllower; 
yet inundations caulked by raitx have ruined 
countries and communities, ltft more euten- 
five dcfolation, and produced more frequtnt 
calntnitieq, than earthquakes, at leait here in 
Britain, and all over Zurope. 

NQ Ear tb- 



Enrthqu&es too are produced from nztn- 
ral caufes ; fire 2nd floods in the cavities of 
the earth, violent explofions or rarefahions 
there, fuch as no weight or bulk can refifI, 
not a fhell or globe of iron a thoufand miles 
thick ; and as the fmallefi fpalk will blow 
up a thoufand powder mills, a fmall ferment 
in the earth, even in the center of the earth, 
will ff~ake it to the furface. - 

We are not to feek for, or to fuuppofz fu- 
pernatural caufes, where natural ones are ob- 
vious and certain : the latter will fatisfy every 
reafonabIe mind, and fupernatural caufes are, 
only fought and urged by vifionaries, dealers 
in judgments, and by harpers in theology, 
lfuch as pretend tP foretell wrath to come, 
and to avert i: ; nT:y, f’ome of them have 
threatened to bring it. 

There men of prophecy and forefight ac- 
count for all awful and firiking events, by 
intelligence from heaven, and .afe, or feem, 
confident, that the almighty will do what- 
ever they think he ought LO do, referving to 
themfelves a ~&.ht to prevnil with him co 
change, or fufpend his rnezfures; as if they 
could rcpcal his decrees, even ft:ch terrible 
decrees as they had foretold he would ter- 
1 ribiy: 
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ribly execute, but for their interpofition and 
charms. 

They therefore, hate, an,d pretend to de- 
fpife, the tracing of any tremendous appear-. 
antes from nature and reafon j a courfe that. 
would ‘rpoil their warnings and importance. 
No wonder that they treat the mofi learned 
atid able inquirers into the powers of nature, 
as little philt$pbers ; as men who would ut- 
terly fpoil and difgrace th’e theory of judg- 
ments, and fink the iblemn chara&er of judg- 
ment-mongers. 

judgments which they threakn, zre not ob- 
3iged to frill, nor even their moR Battering 
prophecies to be accomplifhe83 fkor if the 
people who are threatened, efcape, their ef- 
cape is derived from the warnings and prayers 
of their monitor, and from his credit and in- 
tercefion above ; and if the+ hopes from any 
of liis kind predi&ions fail, the people have 
not repented enough, or finned too much. 

Many a noTed prophet, chimerical and po- 
fitive, and almofi all pious impoflors, have 
perrevcred in foretelling and miBalting 211 their 
lives, yet itill pafled for authentic prophets : 
- fo fafe it is to foretell what will never, 

happen, 
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happen, provided the foreteller be clothed with 
proper folemnity and colours. 

If there were no philofophers, great or 
little, then might grave augurs monop&ze all 
interpretation, and derive every earthly, every 
moral event, from revelation (a rare acqui- 
fition !) nor would they .then be obliged, nor 
indeed concerned, to offer fa&s or reafons, or 
circumfiances, to prove the truth of their pre- 
di&ions, but would juitify their omiffion, by 
charging infidelity upon all who blamed them 
for it, expofing them to the wrath of Men, 
by reprefenting them to be under that of 
God, 

Here is a warrant for power and controul 
without bounds or end. Whoever has the 
art or luck to gain the reputation of explain- 
ing judgments, or of. applying judgments, 
xnay create judgments, and is thenceforth able 
to fubdue and govern mankind without a 
fword, and to convince them without an ar- 
gument. Whence comes the force of falfe 
miracles, but that they are a&ted by men 
whom we believe, and are therefore received 
becaufe they are airerted ? What falfe miracle 
would itand a moment’s examination Z None 
would, 
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The fame is true of falfe judgments, as 
all are but fuch as God himfelf declares to 
be true. And it is agreeable to his divine 
nature to declare them as often as he fends 
them. But who dare to examine, or even 
to doubt, after they are frighted or bewitched ? 
Who would lofe the merit of faith and 
devout fubmifflon, when faith is a divine gifr, 
fubmifion a divine duty ; and when reafon is 
no more than the common lot of human 
nature ? 

Judgments and miracles are the daily topics 
of the jeiuits, atid other popish emiKaries, to 
cheat the hdians into popery; fame of their 
great engines of converfion, are eclipfes and 
comets, with whatever can frighten ignorance, 
and terrify dupes. Whoever can read, mufi 
have found what dreadful alarms have been 
raifed in armies and communities by eclipfes, 
and how improved by artful men, amongfi 
weak and credulous men ; nay, what dreadful 
doings have followed dreams, miitaken for vi- 
Cons and infpiration ? Even afirologers have 

. caufed the death of princes, by pretending to 
foretel it. For then the prophecy warranted a 
confpiracy, and prompted the confpirators, 
Me, therefore, who could hire a mercenary 
afirologer to prediEt the murder or depofition 

8 of 
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of an emperor, had thence a call to commit it, 
and a chance to fucceed him. 

Befides, credulity, and even peevifhnefs, 
are as quick in forefeeing judgments as anger, 
or ambition is in applying them Such tempers 
wi(h for judgments, and are always extremely 
clear-fighted to perceive them. 

A cIown threatened a gentleman with a 
fevere judgment for ordering a poaching dog 
to be fhot, then fet fire to his Itable, and ‘when 
it was burnt, declared that hc had forefeen it. 
He was tried and condemned for the fa8, 
but perceived another judgment overtaking the 
judge, who pnfi fentence upon him : as the 
judge died of a fever before the fentcnce wxz 
executed, the iilcendiary comforted himfelf, 
‘6 That he had again provrd a ~rnc pro-’ 
6~ phet, and that providence had vifited his 
64 enkfnies.” 

To rnife frightful apprehenfions from itna- 
ginary dangers is at befi oficious zeal ; to 
drefs up natural and forlr:itons events in dread- 
ful colours, is worfe. It is to be lamented 
that the meaneit initruments, and the weakcR 
i mpofiors cnh fcatter terrors, a:ld alarm 
ndtions ; old women and aftro!oge;-s can do 
it, and do it daily. No rnq not the wifcfi 

man, 
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man, can guefs, no modeft man will affirm, 
againft whom, or for whom it is, that the 
powers of nature are at any time particularly 
difplayed ; why black clouds frown, and where 
lightning is to dart deftrufiion ; whofe grounds 
a flood is fent to -enrich, or whore fheep to 
drown. Such do&rine would difcredit the 
deity, and infer notorious partiality in him, if 
one city or country were thus dekoyed, and 
;Inother, not better, efcaped. 

His almighty providence is undoubtedIy 
ever armed with equal power to crufh haru 
dened offenders ; but not blindly, nor is his 
thunder launked at random. He not odly 
ties guilt, but more or lefs guilt, and doubt- 
lefs fpreads the wings of his mercy over in- 
nocence, and even the degrees of innocence, 
To advance &e contrary do&&e, feems blaG 
phemous, and is maleiih’io jilpremi numinis, 
a rep!-oath upon divine jufiice. Let not 
thofe, who are not hardened againit his mer- / 
cy, be expofed to his avenging jufiice. Di- 
vine warnings againit particular places and 
particular fins cannot be dumb and unintelli- 
gible ; cannot be fent by God to men, yet 
not be underftood by men, like a law made 
not to be underitood, therefore impofflble to 
be obferved, yet fraught with penalties, and 
worthy not only of a tyrant, but of the worff), 
, the 
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the mofi cruel tyrant, Would it not be blaf- 
phemy to father fuch a diabolical ordinance 
upon the merciful God ? 

To fay, that in all nations there are fins 
enough to merit and invite judgments, would 
imply, that every day calls for judgments upon 
every firmer ; and thus every pot of ale too 
much, and every idle word, invites an earth- 
quake to fwallow every man who drinks, and 
every idle woman -who talks : a judgment, 
which would not only imply no equal provi- 
dence, but no providence at all. 

God may fend his judgments ; and we 
ought to believe them to be Cent by him, 
when he declares them fo fent. When he 
does not, it is daring impiety in a human 
creature (uninfpired) fo to de&y them. Are 
fuch blind warnings to be believed, yet can- 
not be explained, or explained by proofs that 
rather darken than convince ? Who will un- 
dertake to unfold the unfearchable purpofes 
of’ God, or even all the defigns and cafual 
operations of nature ? 

Vulgar and fuperfiitious minds d&over 
judgments in the fmallefi accident, efpeci- 
ally if it be bad ; and in the mofi unmean- 
ing appearances, if they be but Striking. A 

Waterman’s 
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Waterman’s wife in an angry tone, fuch as 
generally aeompanies the denunciation of 
judgments, ‘6 ble&d God for fending a judg- 
c( ment upon We/l’min/ler-Bridge, in fink- 
“ ing rhe pier ;’ declared (he had forefeen it, 
“ and owned that fhe had prayed for it.” 
She did not flay to confider, that the remain- 
ing piers were full as guilty, and that, had the 
whole bridge funk, the calamity would not 
have been ib Coon removed, and therefore 
more pleafing to her praying fpirit. A ma- 
fon who heard her, contradifiing; and thereby 
enraging her, fhe curfed him copiously, u for 
“ having a cdnfcience as hard as the /(lanes, 
‘6 and the tools he worked them with.” 
The man laughed; that laugh incenfed her 
more ; Lhe fwore, and threatened him CC with 
CC the vengeance of heaven for laughing at 
CC judgments,” and called him atheifi. 

Jave Wenham, tried for witchcraft at Her!- 
ford (I think in Queen Afine’s Reign) was 
acquitted. This alarmed the profecutors, 
chiefly clergymen, and fo incenfed them, that 
they threatened the country with fome rc- 
markable vengeance, parGcularly the judge 
and jury, for not believing the lying mar- 
vels and miraculous transformations fworn 
againit the poor wretch. They publiihed 
inveAives again0 judge Powell particularly, 

and 
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and repreiented him as an atheift, as he 
t00 able a man to be their tool and dotard 

WilS 

Witches are accounted by the mob, and 
the leaders of mobs, the initruments of di- 
vine wrath, and judgments are derived from 
nonentities, Old women, poor, and peevik, 
are always unpopular, A law was made to 
murder them, and King James the author. 

Self flattery is extreme : the low&, the 
mean&, and fuch who have no one good 
quality to make them liked, often like them- 
felves, though they pleafe nobody e:fe ; per- 
haps the more for that very reafon : they 
conclude their merit is too fhining not to be 
envied ; and their fpite being equal to their 
other defe&s, they hate all who do not love, 

( or not enough love them ; and being fure that 
God loves them equally, and equally ,hates 
all whem t+~y hate, they are continually and 
diabolically awarding divine judgments to all 
around them. Such a devilish fpirit may have 
marked out old women for witches to vulgar 
and fuperftitious eyes. 

Old women, fcolds, and bigots of both 
fexes, have been always forward to fee and 
in&2 judgments. Their language is, like 
their fpirit, peevifh and pofitive. Their wifh 

that 
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that God may reward you, is a praJ.er tb 
God to curfe you. Yet the low& of there 
tvretches, Co blind and rancorous, are jufi as 
fit as the learned and dignified, to afcertain 
what no man can afcertain. Mother Shipton 
could foretel public calamities, and explain 
why they were fent, as well as both houfes of 
convocation. 

I n g2neral diftrefs people are generally 
humble, and their fears furnifh them with 
caution to fly to the fafefi cou16zs. But when 
that diitrc,f‘s it. to befall t!lem, or t!ozo, no foul 
can inform them, unl~lrs God iirfi informs them, 
as he did Jo.!as and Ahafaw. The contrition 
and humiliation of theN;nevjtrs faved .A%uwE~, 
and their efcape enraged the prophet, becaufe 
it contradificd his prediaion : his pride 
touched him more thzn the &ape of many 
thoufands. 

The flate of Sbdom was fingular, as their \ 
pollution was fhocking. Yet DO‘ man fore- 
faw any judgment approaching till God de- 
clared it in perfon to A,4yahm, who even then 
perruaded God to fpnre it, if there were ten 
righteous perions found in it. But it kvas 
configned to flames, being not bleifed with 

that 
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. that fcanty number ; it was 
from heaven purpofely fent. 

confumed by fire 

But there is no arguing from the calamity 
and overthrow pf one city, that the like, or 
any will befall another : though ill deilerving, 
it may not perhaps be equally ill deferving. 
All nations are not alike ; all people of 
the fame nation are not alike ; and, as I 
have before obferved, the creator, preferver, 
and judge of men will not equally punish 
pious and impious men, punik a whole city, 
becaufe fame, perhaps many, in it deferve 
to be punifhed. Thank God, the univerfal 
guilt of Sodom, is not the univerfal guilt 
of hdon. What inference alarming to 
London, can be drawn from the fate of Sodom, 
or to ErzgliJhen from that of the JIwj, ever 
prone to apoltacy and idolatry; a fpirit not 
&en&e&?. I .- G .A r-z 

I have the comfort of being perfuaded, 
that there are more than ten times ten righ- 
teous perfons in London, even among the laity; 
befides feveral hundred clergymen : are not 
clergymen righteous perfons, and is nor London 
fafe ? 

I remember, during the late rebellion, when 
a iermon was preached and published by an 

eminent 
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eminent prelate *, full of warning to thisnation, 
from the judgments which once befell Yu- 
L&O ; a learned divine t, in another fermon, 
removed our terrors, by fhewing to us, that 
as there was no analogy between *our cafe and 
theirs, we might reafonably hope to efcape 
their punithmcnt. He likewife Ihewed, how 
groundlcfs, how iniquitous, yet how ufual 
it was to draw Dch contrary unreEembling 
parallels. 

. Whatever vicious habits, however various 
fins may abound, numbers are innocent. 
There are ladies who do not intrigue, nor 
game ; there are men who do not fwear, 
nor riot. God’s mercy is equal, to his dif- 
cernment. His wrath is qot blind, like that 

l of fooliih paffronate men. When he intends 
a general vifitation, his goodnefs will give 
warnings that are difiinfi and intelligible, and 
not puzzle us with cracking in the air, or 
the nodding of houies. If a volley of thun- 
der maim a church, and f-pare the parifh (as 
I have known it happen) is it to be con- 
itrued a divine rebui:e to the parfon, as a 
worfe man th%n his parishioners ? Or if, in the 
late concufflons, any of the churches in Len- 

* Dr. Sherlock, then biiEIop of S~~z~Zwy, late 
of London. 

f Mr. Wurburmz, 
don 
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dun thould be hurt, and the playhoufes efcape, 
t;vould it imply any fin&ity in a theatre fuperior 
to that of a cathedral ? 

Rome, the center of the catholic religion+ 
is perhaps the moft debauched, the mofi pol- 
luted city in Europe, and the religious men 
the moft vicious men in Rcrne: I would hum- 
bly afl~ any cafuiit in judgments, who ob- 
ferves, Gc that a city without religion, can ’ 
‘6 never be a fafe place to dwell in,” whether 
the Rom$3 fyfiem of impofiures be religion ? 
L could aflc another quefiion, whether the 
Bible be not a fufficient fyfiem ? Is Rome a 
fafe city to dwell in, where all iniquity, all 
impurity prevails, and where no bible is per- 
mitted ? It is my own firm opinion, that true 
religion cannot prevA, nay can hardly fub- 
fift, in a city where all religions are not 
tolerated, and nw& puniaed. Laws againfi - 
confcience make men criminals, when the 
men obnoxious to them do not obferve them, 
and often make them hypocrites, when they 
do. In matters of mere cbnfcience men 
fiould be fubje& to no fear, b,ut to the fear 
of the Lord. 

Moral afiions 3-e proofs of religion ; mo- 
rality is religion, and every man truly reli- 
gious will be for tolerating every religion ; 

and 



’ tm?O~mmmxu fiden. 289 

; m,l, whatever any mm thioks Feligistl, iir 
reli* to that man, whateuec grimacwi -an% 
faaaticikn may attend it. Londvn and Am- 
Jcrdam *atiund in relig’rcrtl, becaulk theg to- 
ierate all religions. Let us blefs Cod, that: 
Londm is a fdfe place to dwell in.. 

Rome too is fibje& to earlhqualxs. Have 
thefe .ear&quakes only, oc chieffy afflified the 
monks amI prielts, men who are principally 
immerfed in tie f?n of &dom, ati ot,her in& 
quit& IS mocking to xiigion, as that is to 
matme, immerfed iz~ continual frauds, &per- 
fiitioa, asld idolasry, preaching the fame, 
pra&Xng the fame, cru%ing and burning ali 
gainfayers ; yet f&b boid hypocrites, that, 
emgroftiq .the trade -of &I& prophecy and 
impofiwre, t&y twe the m~fi ea& FQ for&f& 
judgments, tad the *cdl m&&s to apply 
them.; never to themfelves, but to tJxir eqe- 
mies ; chiefly to proteltanrs, men of reafon 
and inquiry, who are for refxing tru& 
from impofiure, t&e word of God from &e 
kati& of monks, defending confcieacc dram 
con;[Eraint, and tke GhiIdren of the go@4 from 
&e f&x of the inquifition. 

The everlaiting lies and judgments upon 
Luther and C&&U, and upon alB the lights 
of the refoimation, we:e rung loudly an8 

wnl, I, 9. b 
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incelTantIy in the ears of Chr~~ndani, and A 
are itill rung, and believed by all blind ca- 
t holics ; and Fuch as are not blind Catholics 
are not good Catholics. I should not wonder, 
to hear that the fame inventors of calumnies 
and judgments Rid Pent one againit Cm&-idgc, 
for Dr. Middleton’s unanfwerable writings 
againft page+ ,. . 

I: have often thought that the common 
preachers and difcoverers of judgments were 
of all men the molt obvious marks for judg- 
ments. Who could be more fo than chafe 
Engli/h d000rs, who had long perfecuted 
protefian t difinters, -and flattered lawlefs 
power ; enemies to confcience and law, con- 
fequently to -fociety and their country be- 
fore the revolurion, and to legal Vgovcrnment 
after the revolution ? Did not the famous 
Oxford decree, in the reign of King Charles II. 
feem to be a call for divine vengeabce, as 
it was a doom pronounced by that univerfity 
againfi the confiitution, furrendering, or rather 
f&iming law to will ? That no judgment 
befell a college there fince, for the fin of 
Sodom, was MS to be admired, as the fame 
was perfonal and limited. The earthquake 
was not felt there. 

CC The men, who fee but little into na; 
4~ ,tnral caufes, yet offer to account f& the 

Cc opera- 
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tr op,eration of nature, are fuiely little phi- 
& ~0Jophers ?‘, But able philofophers, indeed 
any &nGble man, may find obvious natural 
caufes for fuch oper.ations, for thunder and 
Jightening, and inundations, nay for earth+ 
quakes. Sir I/bat Nwfon particularly has 
.done it, and has even taught us hotv to 
makd an earthquake. He was no lift/e phi- 
hjbpher, nor fmall divine; he did not pre- 
#end TV derive crazy warnings from fortui- 
tous fignals, but profeffed to promote con- 
vi&on, as he had received it, by reafon 
and figures, and the exprefs word of God. 
Fortune-tellers and jugglers take another me- 
thod, and inftead of ipeaking to the reafon of 
people, fpeak to their credulity and fears. 

The northern lights, though always known 
in Eurapr, , had been fo little obferved in 
England, that about thirty years ago, ap- 
pearing very Gngular, as they were very re- 
markable, indeed amazing, the colours fo 
various and glowing, the agityions fo vi?- 
lent, and the rays fo pointed and rapid, 
that, wiihout the aid or declaiming cant of 
dealers in prophetic wonders, the people were 
greatly alarmed, and fome of them poireffed 
with horror : fame feared public calamities, 
others rejoiced, as they faw fuuch judgments 

02 declared 
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declared agaiafi the qerfons, or party obnoxiogt 
to them ; for fo atrgry and credulous vulgar 
minds argue : they were fare of approaching 
changes, national vengeance- and a generat 
gcvohr tion, from fiery dragons, nay armies 
embattled and encountering in the iky. Some 
hoped, Come dreaded the refitoration of po- 
grry i and to many, efpecialJy in the north, 
heaven was feen manifeiting its wrath for 
the execution of rebefs. I do not remember 
that any boding fermons, or dole&i addrefles 
followed thoie fights. 

Loofe books, lewd women, and broth& 
abound in C6r~ottBEm BN.E~ mora than in 
Zurkey. Is Ckr$mBem lidi under the pro- 
teaion of providence tban Turkey? The chri- 
itian clergy indulge in wine infinitely more 
than thofe of Turkey; are the Mahometan 
moliahs lefs obnorGous to divine jadgments 
tbaa our Chrifiian doflors ? 

Do loofe books f’v~arm ? It is a. bad, a 
common, 1. doubt inevitable effe& arifing 
from a good caulk, public Kbertp, and the 
Iibertp of the prefs. Take away public li- 
.bertg, sad you check the public progrek 
of boo4cs: but with the fu.ppref?ion of the 
bad, the good wiil be fupprefid. Who can 
fettle the bounds aad di’itit&ioa -between 

them Z 
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‘&em ? The worft are fometimes liked au& 
esouraged ; f&metimes the befI are offer&x 
and decried.. Wbo can fix the itandard ? 
None but the Pope, or the great T&-k, 
the only officers fit to abolik the conftitu- 
tioa and 
the prsfs 

books, the licentioufneC3 of 
that of the pulpit ; though 

acre be fame obj&ians to be made to the 
great Fw&, by the advocates for rigid uni- 
kbrmity, fince the Grand Seignor allows liberty 
of confcience. 

F~orc abounds with free-thinkers, no 
kingdom in Fwqpr more, dor fo much : 
fioQwda abovg all countries, abounds wit& 
prishg-p-c&s, with free-thiaking and obq 
noxious books, which are from thence d& 
per&d aU over the world. $‘~nee ~3 B//ad 

. . . -- -P at lea& -- 
me than we are, Yet Amaferaarn rat 
exceeds (or perhaps it will found more arch 
aad fatirical to fay 6‘ be&r) all the world, 
‘6 beats even London, in the traffick of in- 
‘6 fidelity.” 

This word infidelity, which is little UQ- 
derfkood, is for the mofi applied angrily, in- 
deed at random, to afperfe and reproach all 
men who differ from bigots : it is become a 
fcolding term in craft and bigotry, as other 

03 g&s 
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grofs words are in markets and mobs. Nd’ 
man, who is not an infidel In the fight of 
God, ought to be treated as one amongff 
chrifiians, nor Ss Co treated among& candid, - 
weI:-bred pagans ; y et the befi men are often 
marked and blackened as fuch by craftfmen, 
and pious rai;lers, who having firit given them 
an odious name, boldly deliver them to fame 
doleful doom here, and then to devils an& 
flames hereafter. There have been few great 
men; of difiinguilhed taIents and abilityg 
but have fallen under the rage of bigots, 
and the obloquy of craftfmen ; witnefs Rakgh, 
Lode, Bqle, ??X+m, indeed all who laughed 
at’ holy &mm, and left the beaten track of 
their important whims and grimaces. The 
charge of infidelity, were it nor fo common, 
would appear too ridiculous to be ‘believed ; 

.eb;l” tn n4- - -I *- . ..” l “” UJII- 

temptibk tcr be repeated. The vu&r‘ no- 
tioap of if k-e agreeable w the prieftly no- 

, tions; fo are the vdgar appiehemfioas of ’ 
judgments. 

All the public calamities befalling the 
Roman empire for fome ages, hurricanes 
and earthquakes, invafion, 1 fiaughter, p&i- 
lence, and war, were derived by the pa& 
gan priefls and divines from the anger of 
their Gods againft the chrifiiak, who, dif- 

believed 



~~ORTH~DOXY )!mkeK 2~ 
&eIieved the Gods, and contem’ned the fa- 
crifices; a pop&r charge amonglt the pagan% 
and blindly fwallowed by the pagan mob* 
Oro/ius wrote a large volume to confute that 
prevailing calumny, thoroughly refuted, that 
popular Ilander, and demonitrated, by a CO- 
pious deduAion of fatis, that public calamities 
of all* forts had ufually and equally affliaed the 
.i?omaa itate. The. chriltians afterward re- 
turned the charge upon the pagans, and per- 
ceiving infinite guilt and horror in she fuper- 
itition of the pagan worfhip, priefis, and 
idolatry, boldly derived every pubiic miC- 
fortune from that fource, and pronounced 
ckry public misfortune an, evident efFe& of 
divine judgment ; and every phcenomenoo, 
however natural, paffed for a wa@g of tcr- 
ribti events t4~ follow. - .< + 3. ’ -(t- : - _-- --__- 

--_- ! 
This wild fpirit was found in chriltims 

againfi chriltians ; and every fe& of tbem 
faw judgments threatening and overtaking a’ 
different feeft ; and it produced higher bar- 
barities than ever was produced by the fuper- 
flition of pagans. The pagan priefis- chiefly 
atoned their angry deities with the blood”of 
bullocks : chriftians facrificed chriitians in 
pious fury, invoked wrath diviae, and ap- 
plied it to fatiate their own wrath ; thus the 
frenzy of chriitian zeal proved more fierce 

04 ’ and 
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and peftilent, than the Rupict fuperAitIon & 
heathens. 

The mifleaders d chriAians ilnd of pz+ 
gans (for the thoughtlefs many will. always 
be mified by the crafty few) had otse eternni 
advantage aad mptarion: they were al- 
ways fur-e, by any Orange tale or any awful 
found, to make the people itam and trem- 
ble, and thence fubje& to any imprefions, 
efpecially thofe of blind reverence, obedi- 
ence, and li.berality to the clergy; no won- 
der the clergy fattened and muMplied, a-& 
took a thou&r& f&i+s,i hat&e@ Pk &ix&i&$ 

creeds, and hid ten thou6nd &fpw, Morr& 
at’ fit-it, fingle am3 iolitary, infjjired’ by era- 
zinefs, enereafid by craft, fed by cred&~ 
and lying wonders, appeared in hefts, c& 
vered countries, darkened and fubdued them, 
at -,I& CogrojW tb~tt~ i &W~S t&h+ d&la 
and-terrors, aI%~ys exorcifing them, yet never . 

s fuffiring them to be laid : fince 8 fiqa1 con- 

Qu& of Satan would have finifhed the hrcra- 
tive and important trade. An end of the 
enemy would have put an end to the army : he 
was therefore growing every day itronger, thd’ 
they were every day routing him, yet every 
day magnifying his power, and the adreadful 
increafe of his empire. 

Equally 
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‘~cI&II~ politic was thetr conch& about 
judgments. It was they who foretold them, 
thence they were prophets ! an exalted cha- 
ra&er : it was they only who could deprecate 
and avert them : this was. a miracle, and 
it was they who worked it. What could bc 
mare god-like 3 Was it any marvel that mee 
fo divine, controuled all men ? and that 
holding ma&kind by the Itrongefi ties, their 
hopes and fears, they gaverned mankind, 
and gained the wealtb of the world; another. 
powerful means of fwaying i.t ! To fecure 
their importance, or ret&e their finking 
credit, they need only raife fome public pan- 
&z, or imp-rare it when it was already raifed ; 
a blazing fiar, a hurricane, weather too hot 
or too moiff, ma&qts veq lopr, or very high 
were fertile #&bje&s for declamation and de- 
3runciationI, a mauifefi ’ warning to reverenci . 
the f&rs, wd a divine rebuke for aot doini 
$ enoegb. Heavy was in wrath whenever 
r&y were, ae,d there was no way of pacifying 
beape& but by pacifying them : then thegF 
apad tEg idurbng office, ‘ad WCWNAMX$ 

@lk fi,&,q arsd, exemptia, II 

I have hemd of nw of tR& dechii~ 
beral&+ who h@&g lo& 6omc apples, fcolded 
&iqpuilsI for &x Sundays fucceffively, and ip 

04 cveq 



-every fermon threatened them with fame ‘tn- 
gry judgment from the Lord, unlefs they 
averted it by difcovering the prophane rob- 
ber of his orchard. And if the good man 
had not been preferred to 3 richer living, it 
was thought the fame zeal might have ani- 
mated many more feimonsr .His; :eloqueace 
and terrors had already fo prevailed, that 
many of the good wives were earnefi with 
their hufbands to leave that wicked pariih, 
jufi ready to \be fwallowed up. He had be- 
fore given a fpecimen of his prophetic or de- 
nouncing fpirit againit a young gentlewoman 
*in a neighbouring 4llage, O&Z very ‘come- 
ly in her perfon, but afterward terribly 
marked with the fmall pox. The good man 
declared it to be a judgment upon her for 
her pride. The do&or had courted her in 
her bloom, and was refufed. A reverend doc- 
tor, in Nottingbamfiire, when the diitemper 
amongd the cattle raged mofi there, and all 
over the county, yet faw the cows in his I 
parik fwept away by a particular judgment, 
for that the farmers would not pay him more 
tithes than w&e due to him, and had caft him 
at the aifizes. He abferved it particularly bet 
falling a farmer who had lofi fix cows more 
than tiy of the refi ; for that he had been the 
xigg-leader in the oppofition. He forgot to 

a 
remembeR 
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remember that the farmer ha-d &scecows than 
any other parifiioner. 

The Scotch covenanters, sEn hundred ye&s 
ago, were for ever perceiving judgments fall- 
ing upon the malignants, that is, ,all who 
differed from their peevish divinity, and nar- 
tow politics. The covenant was the cry, 
and wherever the covenant did not prevail, I 
.the faints Caw nothing but irreligion and uni- 
verial prophanenefs. The danger of the &rrh 
was a cry like it, and f&towed by 41 VE 
rolence; Rander, and a call for divine judg- 
xneots. Both thofe cries are now defflfed, 
but new ones will every now and then be 
aritng. 

Do Ioofe books [warm ? So 6, or may, 
books againit them. c Let books aniwer books, 
Is there any other way of anfwering ? The 
prefs is open ; fo is the law which punifhes 
unlawful books. Pains and penalties only 
would be remedies worfe than the difeafe, 
and deitroy all books at la& , The clergy 
have’ all encouragement , all admitages ; great 
and exciufive advantages, laws, revenues,’ and 
learning ; they engrofs the pulpit, and fur- 
nifh an army of anIiverers, It wou.ld. difgrace 
them to get all books refirained, and bone 
to be read but their own. Befides, mother . 

06 law 



law would Ail1 be wM.ng agrid all pkcs 
of refort, coffee-houfes, the Excbtvzge, the Put-h 
and at laf?, another againit fpeech and conver- f 
fitkn. En&ufiaAs armed and let loofe, and the 
recall raging perfecutien, even the fires of the 
inquifition, which is only a higher degree of per- 
fec~tb, add sot @Eekt fuch a thoiwgh 6% 
afitian. But popi& priefis, and thofe who arc 
like them, find nothing too high or impra&ica- 
ble, to grat*Sy their fpirit, whenever their fro- 
wardnefs is piqued; not power without bounds, 
wr &ames and punishment without mercy. 

r)oes it not aeflelk fame kmdal ~pos the 
arergy to complain of infidelity, with fuch 
‘mfinite fuccours and champions for orthodoxy ! 
If writings be falfe, truth will confound them; 
3’ abfurd,. reafon will expofe them. E 
hate all immoral writings, as I do all falfe 
and: inmoral iermpns,, Sq~,eIy, there have 
been”“many fuch:; and I have heard of times, 
when the immorality of the pulpit has been, 
glaring: it has done more harm; $ muf$, 
have done more, than any infidel produEtio$s 
among@ the mi@ght vulgar caa do. V?ere 
&~~h~weret's mad mob, or the mad man et 

the head cf the mob, ever fuf’efied of ip- 
fidelity ? No ; they were poifoned by ma,c~ ffr- 
mans agaiafi peace and diifeuters, and lived;. 
in the coofiant Br&ke of drunknnefs. Lt 
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w nti infidelity that filled tb h’&TehtiB 
mbbb with gin, and tlx fireets with fwesrt 
ing. Drinking and f’wearing are not ths vices 
oE difinters ; Come of them have been’ CM- 
covered and abufed for betrsg &Eaters, becaufe 
they refufed to drfnk and fwear. Is rot thisl 8 
remark worthy the atteptiQn Qf the b3h~ps and 
clergy ? 

Perhaps the greatefi good that Lard an$ 
Bis brethren ever did to religion, was, that 
by their headlong rage againit conkiene~ 
they multiplied puritans, and by preachii 
againfi law, roufed patriots to defend law 5 
and thus raved the fiate, whilfi they labour- 
ed to deltroy it. If thefe prelates had been 
infidels, and preac,hed infkkltiy, thap COLG 
have made no ~011vects (for the people ha& 
an oppofite tarn) and conkquently cow@ 
have done little hurt‘ ; but, as furious zealots 
and time-krvers, they brought upoa the 1~- 
@ion the heavieft national curfes, opprrffq 
n&3-y, am3 exile, and made w&s up0a cjv;it 

and religious iiberty. 

Few men oppofe the truths ef reI$$on, 
or opinion6 peJ1y pious ; bu& a# aen, ~43~. 
&em rrutb anh fen&, will i%-t;iFe to binder 
the falle mafks and ctifguifes OP religiob fqs& 
kdk fjdcrms of fituaf% a&i3 tiredie q&u- 

ries, 
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ries, from being tmpofed for religion. . AxJld 
for fuch virtuous and laudable endeavours, 
the befi men are branded with infidelity by 
hypocrites ; the eternal principles of truth 
and liberty, are called atheifm, and the main- 
taining fuch principles, blafphemy. Infiances 
Of this Gould ) be ctidlefi. The- tki%- in nob 

. torlous, and ever has been ; as it is, that for 
the highefi publick bIefing, mifreprefented 
and blackened by bigots and craftfmen, the 
public hath been threatened with divine ven- 
geance, efpecially for the revolution, and the 
aa of toleration, religion and coafc$ence fecur- 
ed, and the itate reffored, 

There can be no certainty that there is 
any religion in a country, where none bat” 
one is iuRered : for all men, and the worft 
men, may comply with it; but where all 
religions are tolerated, on? of them is likely 
to be the true one, at leafi the true one 
has acce6 there. Confcience and fincerity 
are the true criterions and trial of religion. 
Whoever annoys the pdefis any where, is 
Eure to be an infidel. Enthufiafm and im- 
gofiure I are more pernicious to religion than 
infidelity, at leafk the infidelity commonly im- 
puted. He who allows others to think and 
dray as they Iif), will hurt no man for his 
thinking and praying, however different from 

the 
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&e mode i he who would hurt. any .mqn for 6 
differing, is a’ bad member’ of fociety, and 
would difirefs it if he could, s 

I AI1 that djffe? from a b&t; even in trvh’ims, 
and gri@aces, tire obnoxious to his Gowns 
and detra&on ; nay, often configned to Ta- 
phet. He fets up a fiandard of belief and 
forms, and whoever do not blindly fubmit to it, 
are marked with ‘bad names; that of infidh 
and de$s is a current calumny. 

We live in an age of light, and confe- 
quentfy of inquiry; an age of liberty, con- 
Lquently of knowledge. No marvel the 
age is vilified by narrow and defigning men, 
railed at for incredulity, and menaced with 
judgments. J 

The wrench clergy, and the deluded bi- 
gots their friends and followers, faw divine 
vengeance jufi impending over Francs, for 
the damning fin of the reformation, and 
growth of the Hugono& and afcribed to 
thofe caufes every public calamity, even the 
,calamities of their own bringing. Every 
event falutary to the kingdom, paired with 
thefe madmen for a. curfe, and every curfe 
of the pope, inferred the curfe of God; an! 
they paid their court to the almighty by ia- 

crificing 
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crifkhg men, For ail bigots would he ~4% 
tutors, and all perfecutocs are champions far 
humain facrifice. 

The Hlgmts too, thought tbs crying pa- 
t’mnal fins called for a divine rifitathn ; but ir 
was ~$p forr the 6~ 9$ the Fruzcb glegggy, their 
worldly purfuits, the turpitude of .their lives, 
and their implacable fpirit. 

The cities of Londm and ?S?$?~inJ~, 
doubtlefs abound in vice, lewdnefs, licenti- 
.ouCnefs anb bx.ur;y ; ib: do other, indeed all, 
*pm # ei*. Wbare~. &arc is we&.t, is 
wiill d-ways be abufed, a& ‘men will riot 
when they can, even when they are little 
abb. Continual ill examples, and their awe 
wanton inclinations, will be conGnualIy prompt- 
ing them; and in a free country no refiraints 
will be found fufficient ; nor 00 thq moR 
&itt;ary government extinguish eolrrupt a- 
aWe, without cxtinguiihjng f6ciety.. 

Here in Bq+afit4 w61 wmk no8 re&ain; 
it3g laws, fines, and fbcks, for dWnkar& 
‘abd fwearers; . pillorles, ja’ils, and gibkts, fior: 
theft and fraud ; as a% for unnatural pot; 
..ktion+ a~ enormity fhocking to aatuae, ex- 
pdbze wfd &%dfmbs, aad gsiedy a&$qrred. 

E- 



Even without laws, all vices bring certain 
retration, even in this world: diflrefs and 
poverty follow idlenefs and enrtravagarbce, a,s 
*infirmities aad pain do debaucherg. Difgraca 
&trends knavery; every enormity h-as its 
checks, and, what ought to be the &ongefi 
of all, we have the ties and terrors of t-e& 
gton ; w-e have a numerous clergy, nobly erbT 
do wed to presc h religion, which fiourilhes LWQ~ 
aud perhaps is only Lfc, where every one e@ 
joys his own, 

The teachers too’ of rcl’B@n are fb, manyl, 
fb end&we.@, and & ,prote&I,, that’ perhapr 
it becomes t.him the leafi of aII men, to bd 
inveighing agalnlt the moraIs of &z age, 
as it me probably imply fome failure in 
t hemfelves. Where they are fober, diligeut~ 
humble, and difinterefied, wedded to foufs, 
ztnd, ‘not to the world, h’beral, charitable, 
~tieot, and meek, they malt‘ ’ fion fee gloi. 
r?ous fruits of fo many vfrtues, and fo much 
Iabour. A minifier who hardly ever fees 
his flock, is not likely to mend them by 
railing at them once a Mek.. The infIuence 
of his con&St will be &-anger than that of 
his preaching. 

The 



The country fellow had greatfy the_ ad- 
vantage of his parfon, who having jufl ptenchb 
ed a Jacobite f’ermou, and fceing the fellow 
in the church porch, charged him harshly 
with fome breach of promife. “ Sir, By3 
1‘ the ~10~x1, I bavd kept tiy word, as well 
81 as you have kept your oath : did not you 
4‘ fwear to King Gewge ?” A dreadful re- 
proabh ; the more To, as the parfon was con- 
itant and loud againit the growth of irre- 
ligion and impiety, yet had committed tbe 
greateft that a man can commit 1 I hope 
fixh crying e%amplcs aIc very ,rarc. The 
time has, been when there werq many fuch, 
$ince the revolution. What could be more 
provoking heaven to vifit the land with judg- 
ments, if heaven poured down its judgqeuw 
promifcuouff y ! 

, * ‘.‘*. ’ ” 
Were fuch men fit to combat popery, to 

recover itrayed proteitants, or. to inveigh a- 
gainit any vice, or fin, when they had comF 
mitted the high& the fin of perjury, and 
lived in the courfe of that fin ! 

. . .* 
Can loofe books be f’o crying a crime ? 

We have had many fuch ; many from the 
hands af clirgymen. This was boldly aG 
lrcrted by a reverend do&or in convocation, 

even . 
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even in the good reign of Qeen Anne. Hi3 
words were firong and remarkable: 6C W’tth 
gL what conf’cience ‘catn we cornpEn of the 
u licentioufneis of the lay-writers, when *%‘a11 
(c the books agal& religion atid the fcrip- 
ad tures; againfi the laws of the And, and 
l ‘ the confiitntion of the church, were pack- 
6‘ ed together, I would undertake to pick 
4‘ out the wori), by pointing at thofe writ- 
&C ten by clergymen, even of the mull prc+ 
a‘ f&gate drollery, a8 well tb mo& fefiows 
4‘ her&y ?” 

How glad mu& we 81! ‘be to find from 
a great authority, that though guilt and pro- 
fligacy, and bad books prevail amongit us, 

duous in thiir duty ? 

The books chic+ complained of were 
moQly imported from abroad;: ore cfan’de‘itinc~ 
1y printed at home. $0 were the pi&ures 6 
efphlly from Italy, where lewdnefs and 
prieitcraft have fo long reigned : the t9ergy 
there are not fo pure and pious as ours arCr. 
Here thefe detcfiable performances wetie fdd 
by ftealth, and fame of the venders takea 
up and punished. Such books and pifiares 
never fell in my way, though it feems they 

t mighq 
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might, with hm paips, hark been found, 
l GWx3t thi& Wg virltuous maa w&d tab 
fiad pins I kmtv fme magibtes who 
were inclined to loize and pro&cute them, 
but could IJQ~ corns at them, Jt is plain 
&-me very revere,sd perfons have fully peru- 
fd ths@b dpuWs- Bs ka4-44 ha &t&aMc 
hy we, 

, btb%s are wt cc&iwd to this country : 
They aw fix& ia aI1 tfates, and even to- 
krazed in iome of the be& to prevent evils 
ff ill greater. Haunts of idknefs,, aud places 
d #dim Me fwwb ia, a& Tge~ @err, - snd 
~QWUW~& ia all. &h cities, Jc,ek do nat ak- 
~~pk~it~ earrthquakes, The IWO late fhock~ 
were not mwe felt at Rat&@ and W&‘r, th.ap 
ia the fib\pr, Extravagant gauhg: dA&- 5 

to be expofed, but will not, I hope, bring 
an earthquake upon fuch who do not game 
qxtraAgant.ly. The &me may be faid of 
other diverfions. Even the multiplicity of 
churches and religious houfes, have been fre- 
qusnt fubjefis of complaint and declamatim 
3n tr.utb, feditions G~mons to @ftam~ and 
falk do&Cues to miflead the people, and 
bad tramples from holy charafters, where- 
ever they happen, aze matter of jufi forrow 
,nd indigaation. A declaiming an8;“y pen 
ic?n never want a khem% euen In fiwour of 
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the popish lent in a protefiaat country ! Nor 
can the bishops and clergy always &ape the 
upbraidings of a warm haranguer. How many 
eloquent inveAives were made after the re 
volution by the nonjuring ddAors againfi all 
the churchmen who took the oaths and kept 
them ? (for all the Jacobites were not non- 
jurors). The fame raging declaimers were 
daily threatening judgments up’on the nation, 
for the national fubmif?ion to the goaern- 
ment ; and the earthquake after the revo- 
3uGon was, reckoned a judgment for it. .To 
the conforming chxgy, who frill repa*med 
difaffe&ed, the bane angry orators gave g-t 
quarter. -. 

The increafe of pofiery is a great and 
growing evil, to the misfortuae of protetints, 
and to the difgrace of pap&, who bu.y con- 
verts at fo much a head. But this evil doth 
not lie at the door of the laity only, Much 
of the remedy depends upon the clergy, their 
diligence and do&ine. They mufi drop aI1 
the felfilh tenets, a11 the wild claims of po- 
pery, whatever is derived from popery, or 
geI’embles popery. ‘The contrary conduA bath 
kad a -natural effe%t, kept popery in count+ 
trance, and poifoned prorefian”ts. WIoper 
would curb cbnfcitice, and denies toleration 
to .coaf~eta?~s -trp*?n%ms, is a p”pi’lI; who- 

ever 
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43ver maintains prefbyterians,, or ani feet of 
jcioteflants, to be worfe than pap&, is an 
advocate for popery. The principles and dif- 
cipline of the olonijurors, .are dire&iy and ef- 
fintiallg popifh;. their jargon of apofiolic fuC* 
cefions their keys of heaven and hell, their 
auricular confefion, and abfolution, their in- 
dependent priefily power, coercive over con- 
fcience, their conferring the Holy Ghofi, their 
antic po8ures and ceremonies, and train of pious 
buf’ioonry. 

. He who defends or favours thofe nonjur- 
ing pofi tions and claims, which are literally 
popih, is unfit to expofe popery, or recover 
perverted protebts. There latter being 
.chiefly the loweit: of the people, wretchedly 
lodged, it requires great patience and zeal,, 
and fome drudgery, to viGt them in cellars 
and garrets, ftables and italls, to converfe 
with them, and it&u& them. I hope there 
are fame, as there ought to be many, who 
chearfully fubmit to the toil. 

Some money in charity may likewife be 
wanting, and there are, churchmen who can 
well fpare it. A late venerable prelate, a true 

‘and tried protefiant, told a friend of his upon 
this fubje&, that it coil him four hundred 

. pounds a year to Mkn the ppe’s f’bjeas 
in 

4 
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$n Englrrnd: he told a ‘itory at the fame t’lme. 
of one of his brethren, very zealous, buk 
very fordid, who preaching OPC~ upon the 
duty of bithops and pafiors to preach and 
convert, one of Jibs hearers faid humouroufly, 
4‘ I beiieve my lord would fave l%uls, if it coR 
64 him nothing.” 

To conclude. I doubt, my good friends 
and neighbours, whatever iniqkies and er- 
rors are found, and whatever want of re- 
formation, ycm mufi be chiefly your OWR 
reformers~ You may ealily fee your faults., 
and your own interefi and cafe are contic 
nual motives to remove them. The exam- 
ple of fome reclaimed from vice and folly, 
will have a firon g &St upon others, make 
many atbamed, many afraid- to purSue kame.- 
ful and ruinous courfes, in ‘the face .of neigk 
bours jufi reclaimed from them. Every one_ 
,will find the fweet benefit of a .good life, 
which being feen by all, muit encourage all 
who fee it. A& righteoufly and fear God, 
and #then you need not fear earthquakes. 
Shsw your fear of God, by fearing to offend 
him in hurting o.ne another. Be honeit and 
virtuous, and you are fure to pleafe. him. 
Your gracious creator cannot fend down 
fuch vengeance as makes no difiinfiion be- 
tween guilt and innocence. Certainly yotx 

are 
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are not ~11 guilty, it MI q9aUy guilty; 
bvt as crimes are eontltgicws, and as de 
bauchery and riot may have hurtful con&- 
quences, even upon fuch as abhor them, 
and upon the *hole coanmnity, it is ea- 
cumbent upan every man to curb and d& \ 
courage them. 

it is therefore y~ff duty and inter& to 
make the office of the magifirate ufelefs, or 
kfi wanted ; yaur vigilance i;or the epablic 
is vigilance for you&Ives : and then great 
*Ricers mry be nfelefs without being per- 
nicious ; and fo may great churchmen h 
decent and indufirious; there are many fuch 
~mong’fi you : would to God you were all 
To ! The good are ihcurity to the bad, and 
will fin<d their account in con-e&ing and re- 
‘chtimiag~hem. 

Swearirsrg md imprecations se ihocking 
habits, a difgrace to fociety, and #make mea 
worfe than favages : they are proofs of im- 
Fiery and giofs morals (To is drunkennefs :$ 
furely they require a fpcedy cure, and every 
man is called and inter&ted to work a cure. 
Let every one mend as many as he can; 
and in order to it, mend himfelf MI. With- 
m.t fuda a difpoilrian, and [uCSZ ze& Cer- 

mons, 
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mons, inve&iv&, and even laws, kill be in- 
effe&ual. 

You of courfe frequent fuch preachers as 
you find moit edifying. Shew that you are 
edified by them in the fobriety and integri- 
ty of your lives, A good life is the Cure 
proof of a good man; without it, pious pro- 
f&ions, repeated devotions, and all the parade 
of ordinances, furnifh no folid proofs ; for the 
worfi men, and great hypocrites, may a& 
the fame part, and wearing a religious mafk, 
may pafs for religious men. 

It is far from being an affront to reli- 
gion to try it by morality, which is the law 
of nature ; and the law of nature is a per- 
fed law, as many able writers and divines 
have amply ihewn, particularly your prefent 
bithop in a fermon preached many years ago, 
before the fociety for propagating the gofpel 
in foreign parts : he there avers, and thinks 
he has proved, that chriJiatCty is as old 
as the creation, and, when it appeared, was 
no more than a republication of the law of 
nature. 

Agreeably therefore to his Iordfhip’s doc- 
trine, whatever is not warranted by reafon, 
ought not to be received as reQion, A ddc 

v 0 L. f. P principk ! 
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. principle ! which had it been attended to, 

would have done infinite good to the world, 
by preventing infinite evil in it Mahome- 
tanifm, and all other impottures, enthufiaits, 
crazy fyltems, and falfe zeal for them ; 
that zeal, which is always keeneit when 
blindefi, monks, perfecution, and fpiritual 
tyranny ; all lying prophecy, fdlfe alarms, 
and pious panics from the common works 
of nature 

Upon an earthquake in queen Elizabe#s 
time, the bishops applying to her, to appoint a 
general fafi, had a negative anfwer, and her 
reafon for it : fhe told them, 6‘ her people 
66 were frightened enough already.” 

During an earthquake in Cotanea (a city 
in Sicily, deflroyed by it) the inhabitants, 
crouding firit into the itreet, then into the 
fields, were perfiaded by the,*prielts and friars 
to return, and repair to the churches, parti- 
cularly to the great one dedicated to St. Agathe, 
and to pay their devotion to the reliques of the 
faint, for delivkance. The poor people did 
fo, and all perished, above eleven t ho&and, 
moR of them under’the ruins of the church. 
Had they followed their firit guides, their eyes 
anA their fenfes, they might have hved their 
lives. The monks were then certainly fatal 
~ulcfts, and always are when their guidapce is 

not 
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not warranted by common iknfe and reafw, 
more efpecially when it contradi&s both. 

Let us all live good lives, and then we qeed 
aot fear death nor earthquakes. 

I am, 

My good friends and neighbows, 

With afeflionatr zeal, 

Tonrjncere humblefirvant, 

A LAYMAN. 

P2 A 
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A SEAsONABLE 

APOLOGY*, 

I T is not .every one that is dubbed a 
knight, but every man ought to -have 
the fpirit of knighthood in him, and va- 

loroufly do all the goad he can. In this 
fenfe I myfelf am a confiderable hero ; my 
pem is my fpcar, my inkhorn is my arms, 
and for my crefi, I bear a burning tobacco pipe, 
with this dreadful motto, - which in a 
time of codpiracies is not fafe to be utter- 
cd. 1 live in a lonely room, frightful and 
high, ~knd’ &en there is any fun, I have my 
full fhare of it ; I wifh I could not boaIt the 
like civility from the rain. Here I ipend*my 
time in the dafence of the diftreffed, and in 
abfiinate fafiing. All the unhappy are under 
my pro te&ion, and myfelf among the refi ; 
iavifible to all the world, but a certain hob- 
goblin, who will be mentioned in the begin- 
ning of the next paragraph. I have already 
half finihed my apologet:c digertation upon 
Sally Salz$Lry, with a manifefio in favour of 
the Soply of PrrJia ; as alfo an elegy upon’ 
the defeat and lofis, and mournful flight of 

p4 the 
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the northern heator the enfuiog campa_ign ; 
and moreover, Lord IV-’ s laft dfing fpeech 
and confeflion ; likewife an amphibious fpeech 
for a noble lord and commoner ; a fpeech of 
two fentences and a half; befides a certain 
general’s lamentation for his difgrace next 
AZichae has : to which is added, an appendix 
upon politics, embroidery, and good eating. 
-There is too this minute upon my table a 
quire of paper clofe writ, entitled, A windi- 
cation of a great dead miniJer, from the unju)? 
rahnnies of fame ill informed Jacobites, as if 
he had been their enemy. N. B. This vindi- 
cation is clear and full ; as is likewife my 
It ttcr to Sir John Blunt, proving that him- 
ftlf and his brethren of the South-Sea, though 
reduced by the parliament’ to great poverty, 
will fuddenly be full as rich as they were 
before. But I am particularly fond of my 
advice to the pretender, recommending to him 
“John Barber and Mrs. Manley for his firfi 
minifiers, Mr. Alex. Pope for publiking and 
correAiag the memoirs of his reign, and a 
certain univertity for a dry nurfe for his Ton, 
I fhall only add here two more performances 
of mine, v~‘x, a confolatory epifile to thofe 
who have profitable places and fmall fallaries, 
with a reproof to fuch as have free quarters 
upon certain offices ; and a word of comfort to 
the public creditors four years hence. 

All 
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All thefe are elaborate pieces, and &pi& 
to fee the light. But Mr. Curl, who let me ’ 
have half a crown upon my note this morn- 
ing, befides fix pennyworth of paper, infifi- 
ed upon my difpatching this jobb firff, and 
invited me to dinner. There was no an- 
fwering this argument, and therefore in hopes 
of a dozen meals, and half a dozen editions, 
with a joyful heart, and a watering mouth, 1 
fet about my work. Mr. Curl, who is an 
eminent critic in authors, not to mention his 
equal ikill in procuring them C- and a 
cure for C- told me, that a haughty au- 

. thor now in town that overlooks his brethren, 
began his fame with an apology of this kind, 
an apology which happily degraded him from 
the fummit of the houfe to; a ficR floor ; a 
downward preferment, which I muit acpire to, 
and would willingly exchange my long ac- 
quaintance with the cold tiles, for the com- 
fortable imell of a warm kitchen, 

Pray, fays MP, Curl by way of encou- 
ragement to me, did yau n9t know two j&e- 

taries once up02 a titne who bedame roqT:k~:~~ihle 

min$ers fYom the pure merit, (he one of zurit- 
ing ba Ih’s , and the other of JngYng the,7 ? 

Sir, you have ~2s keen a genius as either of 
tb&m, and for your external conduh?; it is in 

ps your 
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your owz power to Sneak ar humb& as Joe, and 
to muke mouths as ficcejsfd~ as Jammy, when- 
ever jou /hall think ,6t tq put forth thofe laudable 
and thriving talents. 

1 knew all this before; but as it is a piece 
of fl,attery, it weighed more with me than 
my own knowledge. For as ’ bikop Beve- 
ridge lays, with his u&al force, 0 what a 
bad thing is jattery ! 0 what a Sad thing Jut- 
tery is! But I doubt he borrowed this from 
St. Chyfi$%m’s perfuafive to humility in the 
laity, or from the late pious Mr. NeJfoq’s 
devout manual again0 
FridaJr. 

eating breakfafls on 

I now proceed to offer to my couatrymeu 
fame confiderations in behalf of father Fratp 
cis, And firfi let it be tenderly confidered, 
that a confpiracy without a biflop in it, would 
have, been a thing incredible. A plot without 
a znny is a ContradiCtion, and no man who 
judges by hifiory and experience but would 
laugh at it. We have heard of, miracles done 
once in feventeen hundred years, and the apt 
pearance of a phcenix once in fix hundred; 
E.:;J both are believed, becaufe they fame- 
times happen ; but the other would be a mi. 
racie beyond alL belief. That what has never 

happened 
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*pened fince the creation, will never happen 
ro )he end of it, is according to all a probable 
q&ion, and according to fame a certainty. 
We often find’ that fatan’s work does not thrive 
half fo fuccefsfully as when it is carried on 
in the name of the lolid ; nor is that name 
ever fuccefsfully ufed and abufed, but by his 
f’worn and forfworn - Some grave divines 
and deep cafuifis maintain, that the father 
of lies endeavours to ape the father of liiht 
in many things, and works by fecond caufes; 
and IO, cry they, the devil has his deptier 

and’ mingerr too ! by which they mean his 
- To prove this hierarchy of .fatan’s, 
they aifert, that all God’s miniiters, in qvery 
church which differs with theirs, are the. 
devil’s minifiers; and thefe minif? ers. fay the 
fame of them; and fame too (particularly the: 
quakers) are wicked enough to believe both, 
efpecially when they fee Co many fcrigture- 
proofs pretended to on each fide for the 
faid do& ine. Othfrs keep themfelves neuter? 
till they fee the two heritages fairly parted, 
and therefore go from day to day to their 
grave, alas ! without any extreme un&ion at1 
all. 

Rut befide alI9 there advantages, which the: 
rb@ve reverea;d.caiuiflts Gompiiment Catan with, 

P6 (whether 
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(whether as a friend-or an enemy, I *leave* 
himfelf to judge) and by which they feem 
to make him more than an equal match for 
WC. - They likewife hold, and bring 
proofs for it ; that he has numerous female 
deputies in every corner of the univerfa: for 
what are witches but the devil’s embafTa- 
dreffes, the zealous pafiorelfes, who feed 
his familiars and his daily negotiatrixes to 
win people to him, and bring in his har- 
veil ? For this end, he has an old withered 
journey-woman or two in every diftriti. 
The learned ‘j’~lr;c Wenhatn was one of them : 
fhe was tried fame years ago at Hertford, 
for holding a fchifmatical conventicle of cats 
and gofips, who were great heretics, and 
went a caterwauling from the church. The 
neighbouring foothfayers were the profecutors ; 
for as the proverb fays, two of a - , 
can never agree. Let us remark two mar- 
vellous things on this head : firfi, how very 
cheap fatan maintains’ this branch of his ad- 
minifiration : their only equipnge is a broom- 
itick, and their only revenue is now and then 
a cold treat in the church-yard. Msrvellous 
facrilege, that fatan and his haggard cura- 
tefres, fiould prophane a place dedicated to 
better purpofes ! we fee they thrive according- 
ly, and are never the fatter ; whereas the right- 
ful owners are in rare cafe, and as plump as 

you 

. 
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you pleafe. Secondly, let us remark the 
marvellous diligence and fuccefs of thefe lean 
and unhired doareffes, even according to the 
teitimony of their own cafuifis, who are daily 
lamenting, as well as combating the devil’s 
great and growing power ; which looks like a 
confeffron, that though they themfelves have 
good artillery, and the belt caufe, yet fatan 
has very formidable fol-ces ; perhaps, becaufe 
they are not over-fed : a remark which fur-. 
niches an inltru&ivc moral. This puts me in 
mind of a raying of the famous Daniel &rgej ; 
Sirs, Jays he, what trow you may be the ca+. 
of Belzebub’s prevailing intere/ in the world? 

Why I wil/ tellyou : tbegreateJ part of the world 
maintains an army again2 him, of whm he 

Jandeth not in awe, Think ye that be is to be 
bullied with a Lord rebuke thee, from Such feb 
lows as they ? No, no- it brnmetb none’but 
a rbrt$Gan IO take the old brh’or by the beard, and 
kick bim downJZairs. 

Behold we here likewire two probable rea- 
fans why fatan’s wizards do not, like our non- 
juring fort, intermeddle in plots and confpirn- 
ties : Firit, becaufe the other fort fave them 
the trouble, and appropriate that work parti- 
cularly to themfelves, with unrivalleh induff ry 
and zeal. Secondly, becaufe rhefe, his ffle- 
gentry, are eminently modeit as to their fe- 

cular 
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cular claims, aud even filent about them; 
they do not pretend to ‘the riches and domi- 
nion ’ of the globe, wx even to revenues and 
dignities : nor do they publicly curfe and fwear 
at thofe who refufe to furrender them their 
wealth and their wives, and to hold their itirrup, 

IQTNZB alJ rhis reafoning, I think it is plain 
that the plot, how fully foever proved, would 
never have been fatisfa&orily proved, had not 
my client been at the head of it : fome gen- 
try of that faculty in popifh countries, have 
been fuch regular and: co&ant combiners 
againfi the peace of Rates, &at all confider- 
able and extenfive treafons have been almoit 
engrcsffed by them; and lay-traitors only ad- 
mitted collaterally, and as acce&ries : nay, 
matters of blood and aKafination, the glory of 
the whole fcheme, both in ths projefiion and 
~~~~ution:, has been generaijy theirs; ,and all 
this in a fuccefion fo uninterrupted, that plot- 
ting feems to be of clerical infiitution, and fe- 
cured to them by a right of poffefhon : nor 
is fuch a &aim more wicked and abfurd than 
fame others of theirs. 

In truth, thofe of them who, either abroad> 
or at home, are aded by this fpirit, (how 
many they are, let others -determine) have in ’ 
ef%% fit up an office for licetiog wbeilions ;r 

8 for 
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for what elfe means their haranguing and in- 
flaming their votaries to be rebels ; and then 
not only abfolaiag them from the crimes of 
perjury and rebellion, but making thofe hor- 
rible villanies, marks of fanMy and ortho- 
d>oxy ? Is not this a declaration, that .virtue 
and vice derive their exiftence from the fiat 
and good pleafure of thefe gentlemen ? Are 
not all the enemies to the eflablilhment, 
and all the fcorners of oaths, their Aauncheit 
friends ? A4d do they not mark as their ene- 
mies, all who adhere to it ? And is not re- 
,verence for an oath, a mark of difaffe@ion: 
to them; and an hone0 confcience a proof 
of fchifm ? It Es certain, that the chriitian 
religion lays indifpenfible ties upon the minds, 
of believers : now what fort of ‘religion mufi 
they have; what f&t of believers mufi they 
be, who-mock and break all the bonds of 
chrifiianity ? They have a religion tro ~-e na- 
t6, an occafional religion, which varies with 
the weather and their paffi;oas; a relig?on 
which prompts and warrants all ungodlinefs, 
and damns all piety and common fenfe 1: 

Their reafoniog is like their religion ; the 
reafoning of an almanack, never two days the 
fame, or fteadily wrong. Once it was down- 
right damnation to rebel, nay to r&I upon 
any pretence whatfoever ; now it is damnable 

not , 
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not to rebel without any pretence at alI. 
Formerly kings were vice-gods, and to be 
obeyed and reverenced with fubmifion, and 
refignation due only to God, and had they 
honoured their maker bat as devoutly as they 
did fame princes, who refembled a very dif- 
ferent being, they would have been no fcan- 
da1 to chriitianity : but now a days they ex- 
ceed porters in the brutiihnefs of their lan- 
guage and behaviour toward a prince, who& 
greaten crime is, that he thinks that his lay 
fubje&s have as good a right as themklves to 
be ufed like freemen; and that the unfearch- 
able heart of man is only fubjeEt to the cog- 
nizance of the infallible tribunal of God, and 
not to any angry fa&ion of pedants, who 
would make the authority of God truckle to 
their paItry ambition, and facrifice reafon to 
delufion, and religion and peace to grimace 
and fury. 

If the liberties of the nation were in dan- - 
ger, as I hope they are not, (from him I am 
fure they are not) yet ltill it would be im- 
pudence in them to hold up a finger in their 
defence ; they who have eternally been a dead 
weight upon liberty, and at ali titnes, made 
formal and profelred, and canonical libels 
agaiaft it, concerted regiftered libels ! as to 
King Jclmes, their behaviour to him is no ex- 

ception ; 
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ception ; for meddling with Auru~‘s bells, 
they rung him out of the kingdom ; fo much 
more prevailing with them &as- rage, than the 
fear of their own anathema and damnation, Co 
frequently denounced againit refiflance. 

But this, perhaps, is foreign from the tatk 
which I have undertaken, to write an apo- 
logy for father Francis, and therefore I 
beg, fecondly, that it may be confidered in 
his behalf, that there are diffenters in Eng- 
land, a fort of people he could never bear ; 
and Gnce the king and the two houfes, would 
not in duty defiroy them, he conceived a 
zeal in his foul for deitroying thofe who 
would not defiroy them : D- me, fays the 
captain *of -a man of war, 27 Ihe. ad~aliy 
will not hang my rogul f~‘2i ~?~ufenhzt,~ by * 

G-3 I will /ink the fiip. DiITenters were 
not hanged; and my client found himfelf pro- 
voked, that men of fuch plain and clumfy 
behaviour, who made no fine bows to the eaJi7, 
and approached it in no birthright garments 
and furtout shirts, were fuffered to eat and 
drink, and live as well as he who was a great 
beau in devotion, and the very pink of tour- 
tefy toward a place which our homilies very 
uncivilly call fuperJitiou5. It was indeed a 
diverting thew to fee with how many pretty 
airs, croCfes, cringes, forms, and coopees he 

aAed 
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a&ted at the houfe-wtirming of a certai’n new 
building at Greenwich, and made’it thereby 

. holy.. Whereas the diflenters were enemies 
to the mode, and met in pieces of ground, 
which, for want of holy water, remained fiili 
in a fi;)te of paganifm. 

Thirdly, my client had taken the oaths, 
and this is no uncommon reafon for. break- 
ing them. There is a reverend fociety of 
men in a neighbouring church, whofe authority 
has never wanted wejght with many who 
pretend to be of ours :, they hold the doQrine 
of probability, that is! that any man may 
with a ‘fafe confcience do what any grave dot- 
tor holds to be lawful. Now an eminent high 
churchman has declared him&f very fully in 
this point ; for, fays he, 

And again 

He that impores an oath, makes 2, 
ATof he whofb cumtenienre trikes it. 
And how then cnn a man befaid 
7, bwak CT= Ruth he never made ?’ 

Fonrthly, 



Fourthly, my client had got the keys of 
both worlds at his girdle : and it was ‘Orange, 
if having them both in his power, he could 
not make bold with a fmall part of one of 
them. It would be as if a monarch who had 
an Europe, could not difpofe of Brcl~ffurd. 
My greatefi wonder is, that my client cannot 
with this mafier-key of his, open the fublu- 
nary lock that holds him fait in durance, efpe- 
cially when they fay, even witches and necro- 
mancers can do it. 

.Fifthly, my client has an indelible cha- 
ra&er ; a charaAer which, his holinefs fays, 
will render the priefi free, fecure, and invul- 
nerable, though the man may be imprifoned 
and degraded. We mu&, w betwixt 
plain Francis, and do&or Francis. The 
former Fvtonri~ is really a human creature, 
and fubje& to all the infirmities of huma- 
nity ; but the faid do&or Frawis is not of 
earthly mould, but- of a contexcure and qua- 
lity altogether myfierious and incomprehen- 
fible to mortal underitanding. We mufi 
therefore carry the fame diftinAion along with 
us, when we judge of his guilt and punilh- 
ment. As a Per-n, no doubt, he may be 
criminal, but- as he is a reprefentative of 

and all that, it is atheifm to charge 
him 
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him with guilt, let him be-as black ‘aand as 
guilty as he will. His head -may be taken off, 
but the indelible ftain (which flain is invi- 
fible) can never be wiped off. But becaufe 
this do&iae, however orthodox and prevail- 
ing, may feem difficult to minds not thus 
illuminated, I’ will explain it beyond a pofi- 
&ii ty of cavillink. Let us fuppofe, if you 
pleale, an indelible clock ; that is to fay, a 
clock which cannot be unclocked. You may 
indeed take away its weights, itop its wheels 
and its motion, and prevent its going, and 
make it entirely ufelefs, yet itill it is a true 
clock, though it performs none of the offices 
of a clock, Here now is a familiar ill&a- 
tion, which puts this matter in a true light, 
and out of difpute: Thus my client, if he 
is degraded, may be a very good B- P of 
the univerfal church; tli6ugbhe eaanot be one 
in any one part of it. Jufi as a foldier may be 
a foldier, though he never go to war, nor 
does any duty. What can be plainer than this ? 

Fortified wirh this indelible charafier, his 
aforefaid holinefs holds, that any perfon may 
forfwear, plot, and rebel, and affafinate, and 
commit whatever fins he will, and yet be 
qz.40 ad hoc perfeAly finlefs ; or if a fpot now 
and then flick, he could fcour it off in a mo- 
ment by a certain fovereign walh 01 abfolution. 

He 
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He may be a traytor without IefEning the 
privileges, and reputation of a faint Could 
mortal man have more tempting qualifications 
for perjury and treai^on ? 

Po@‘d Gf a$htc dominhs 
Q’er pecph’s purjh and opiniotzs ; 
And truJted with the double ktys 

Of heave@, and their marehoufes 5 
And ca) it jtter model for 
The prelent ufe of church and war ! 

In the opinion of cafuifis abroad, a popish 
bifhop may be a very go?d and unexceptirjn- 
able bifflop, let the man be ever fo filthy ; 
io that though he may be unqualified by his 
crimes for every office of civil fociety, yet he 
can never be difabled by ti -warfI of crimes 
from ferving at the altar, Complcbahtur ten+ 

. pejimis jkuitiorum. 

Behold in the following lines, what is {aid 
of the popifh clergy. ’ 

Hoe omnes tanquam ad 
i&ueis rcs n&a donri, 

v&aria currnnt, 

% uos - aut plagoj dextra mag$‘ri 
Territat, aut legum timbr, uut quos deditajmnr 

Exe&et nullis lrtha ignavia curis : 

D&de 
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Deinde #bus gel& ci~ cum prdcordia f~qpis 
OhJ?ifit inge;lb ; quos [acre a for& cumRpdtrt, 
&of Pallas Phcebufquefigat ; qvos&re t&o 
Ajpici? irfausfo valucer trgeaticus ortu, 

.. Hi cum infrir, fercsr J~atium triverc juuenta 
&hjarum i-2 /i;aiis frt&a; jam mollibus umbris 
23:‘~ fr aAl, nel he&a&& ?zpc +ceye remos, 
.Nec terram incurvo norunt fT.~pmBere ar&ro : 
HicJbi a’e/;n;e portum atque ignobilis otr* 

.E’Ji rati, hut properant.- Francifcanus, 

A worth/@ frj of cubs, in qve/lr of food, 
From orders feek a kazy liuelibaod; 
?be Spawn of baggars, ztranting had awd tIcldpt, 
The refuj of Ihe/chool, the hangman’s claim, 
Slqgards in focial h) the la’ty’s flame, 3 
The OOI of natvre and the mgesJsorn, 
Doom’d dunces by theirJars ; in ddnefs born ; 
Pr~fanc tompanis#s@-&J&ed no&, _- 
And on4 accomp ZfJ??d for tbleir frode &he : 

. AII tbefi (in books m$ent thei? youthfuly<ars,) 
Nor hinds, norJ;-hlars now, but ia%rs, 
And drones for life, unmcet far ww ar trad4, 
To ply the oar, or tbeJlernfie t’invade; 
AJotbful refuge from the altar find, 
Andfatten on the& afhyfflankind. 

So that according to this chara&er of the 
church of Rwm. the king of kings is ca- 
filly pleafed ia t&e .&AS nf $2 ii&i&~ ; ’ 

. and 
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I and accepts of fuch as mofi kings would re- 

je& : they ferve him accordingly Their mofI 
important bufinefs often lies Ail1 for a bottle 
and a game at backgammon. Nor dares any 
pan amongit them, take the part of rhe mailer 
againit there his privy counfeilors, for fear of 
being reckoned-an atheiit,. 1 or whoever re- 
proves the prieits. has denled the faith, though 
he has the bible on his fide ; a book which is 
full of threatnings againit laymen ; but is never 
angry forfooth, at the clergy for the time be- 
ing, or to come. And in this refpe&, the 
antient prophets are according to them &if- 
courteous old grumblers : they make the prielts 
of old the fad& dogs, and liars, and cheats, 
and whoremat+ers in their generation, and yet 
never prophefy as if the world were often to ex- 
peQ much better. St. Pad too tells us of ra- 
venous wolves of this fort in his Tire, and hea- 
vily complains of the reverend impoflors, who 
were to come after him, and would be right 
or wrong his fucceffors. I hope he did not 
mean my client Frami+ and a few nonjur- 

_ ing doQors ; for I am fure he could not in- 
tend to blemish the reverend ra~obite~ of our 
time; for whom the fathers of old had a 
particular affehion, as you may fee in the 
works of the reverend do&or - and the 
reverend Mr. - According to them, the t 
Paid antient fathers fully explain and vindicate 

the 
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the’new diicipline and ceremonies of the non- 
jurors, and ‘are fadiy out of humour with the. 
difinters. Nothing’ efpecfally can be finer 
than their invefiive againit John Calvin, and 
their defence of king Charles 1. But 1 am RilI 
more charmed with their vindication of white 
fleeves, and of ,good perferments: and wirh 
their exhortation for refioring thi church lands, 
and for bowing to the eait : nor is their af- 
ierting divine right in the prieits to the peer- 
age, lefs remarkable. The encomium of( the 
fathers. upon Dr. Hi&s’s, litany, and others- 
like it, is really fine ; and fo is their recom- 
me‘ndAtion of the repeal of th‘e i)atute of 
mortn1llin, and their plea of excommunica- 
tion for a groat. What can any direnter fay 
to their diifertation againit extempore prayqs, 
and praifing God without book, and to their 
ma:ny rules for itewing plumbs, and keeping c 
Chr~@nst P What zealous foa Qf this igme 
church can forbear to mention, with eitultation, 
the fevere reproof given by the fathers to Dr. 
Hoadly,~ as the fame is fet forth at large by a 
reverend dean. The fatire! made by/L- t, and 

f- t and/- 1 and/---- i and/--t in folio, 
upon round-heads an4 the modern whigs are 
likewife admirable,. with their curious diftinc- 
tions about rebellion, and fwearing and for- 
fwearing, recommended to a.venerable nonfitting 

Aft 
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ARmbly a9 whem’ I need Qot mention,- the . 
f&ne being out. of Engbnd. Ic ’ Tid‘ &logy 
of the ,faths for the. morals 6f the facred 
brotherhood of the catholic &ec-mafot& ,irlc - 
~11, worth -&ding; ‘as are ‘moreover *the.:’ 
mai& . iAd down by ’ them fm diitingdi&i~- 
their genuine fucceffors, ti~m ieCp h~-&%+~ 
bed all g&at ‘lords and princes, endowing them- S 
at the fame time with hig&crown@ hats, and 
trueing thm ‘more efpcc;iaUy*with the keys of : 
the cellar. (N. 33.) There’ is aa$iGtg Jai&l tAti- t”‘- 
A+- rigblbling their j%under. l . 

Sixthly, A certain gr%krt prince + wodci not 
,put himfelf into father Frurxis’s hands, who i 
perhaps had a mind to enrich zhe. blendat ’ . 
with another martyr, by the fame counfels 
and mea&es that father William $, about four-. . 
fcore years ago, had6frjllo 
and fit&he !!ould.’ not “ti 
one* way, h&&s’ refolved to do ‘it another, 
No -pFinoe who. -*k h&ye &.@&y : any 
th&, 6ut the Jeatigs &.;t&&.*; =a*;+ 
mu&g father * of the tiurch,, &@&her Ftwt&s 
mind. The late tiverend Mr, L$&y, in his 
book of the divine rigk ‘of tythes, in~anf’xver 
to this que&ioP, fays, Of what ‘,$&es of skr* 

I . _’ . 
+ The Convoqdon, >I 
$ Ar$bifhop La&: -., % j 

t ,,&a;,- ! 
_ : , 

. v 0 L. I. ~: 



fub)aw we arc to giw titb ?- Entrn of a@ 
that thou ha/, quoth he, without excepting 
one’s wife. But befides all this tithe of. 
bread, and bed, ‘and beer, and cuitard, and 
ati that a man has; Mr. Lc@ty made a modeft 
demand of all the god lands in the kingdom, 
for the temporal good of the clergy, and the 
fpiritual good pf t&&&y; lo that his way of 
feeding us lay-fheep, was’ to take all alir food 
and paiture from us, and put them into his 
own belly. I h ope- he did not mean that we. 
were to have all our good things herc&er j 
but for him&and his brethren, their only hope 
was in this life, and that having their only 
portion upon earth, they-were to be the only 
happy men in it. So that here was a di- 
vine fight in Mr. LeJey’s clergy to itam Us, 
and woe to the prince or fubje& who hindered 
them. I hope my client was not entirely in 
this holy fcheme. ” \ 

1 
Seventhly, The C!onoocadon hai’aot Iately 

* fat, and lay-parliaments have made laws, ilad 
given money without them. This pierced 
the foul of my client, who thought all au- 
thority upon earth, nay, above the earth and. 
below it, ought $0 be veffed in a parliament 
of prielts, or derived from them :’ and that 
when he fwore to the prefent government, he 
Cwore to a - and that therefore his fwear- 

ibg 



We haa a ney, church rifen up amongit 
as, WI&h feparates from the ei)abHhed church, 
and fets .up agdnfi her, and which holds 
all oaths to tie pre&ent government to be pn- 
iawful. Thefe nonjuring doAors do not thiak 
ii convenient to meet together to re&ify abufes, 
though it Iis f&id that there are manifold ufes 
of their meeting, and that much remaius. yet 
to be done by t.hem, They have already in* 
‘deed furnished us with a fyitem of their-faith, 
called Dr. &L-&J’s thirty-nine articies ; but 
they have omitted a great many other things 
equally necefibry to be done, and which Fe- 
quire- their meeting again in an holy Synod. 
I $haU mention fame priucipal things. 

FirA, there are ma* &F&al opinions 
gone abroad amongfi us, which require the 
cure and curfes of the faid meeting, or holy 
council. It is even maiutaiaed*, and (beu pu- 
dor, proh dolor 1) maintained” by - fame of 
ACIYOIZ’S own bairns, that laymen may make 
laws for the church, and bind the unbindable 

, hofis of Levi; and that God may have a 
church where the priefis have none : nay 1 ome 
are not afiamed to hold that L@akcr~ may be 
faved, though they trufi but in one faviour, 
and not at all in his deputies. I tremble at 

Q-2 the 
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the thought! But I doubt, if thefe profane 
principles go on, fome may be bold enough- to. 
itrike at another precious branch of their pre- 
rogative, and call in queAion their privilege of 
damning. Befides ?t is incredible how free- 
thinkers fwarm ; audacious free- thinkers; who 
do not fear the devil ; and therefore are gs- 
ing to him ; and therefore ought to be Cent to 
him; and therefore the &id council ought 
to fit. 

But there is fomething .beyond all this, 
which feems to call for their meeting. We 
yet want feveral offices to be compofed for 
important purpofes. Bells are put up in their 
feparate churches as ,profa,nely, that is, with 
as little ceremony, as if Ithey Ywere put up in a 
hall to call folks. to dinner. A form of bene- 
di&ion upon this occafion is v&e dejderata, 
and the want of it much lamented. Let me 
reafon with you, 9 ye reverend , nonjuring- 
fathers, upon this great occafion : why are 
you fo negle~ful .of the fiate of your beIls, 
which fummon us to your fpiritual affemblies 
and make fuch holy melody in our ears ? VVhy 
hang they up thus unhallo.wed ; they which 
are *not the leafi part of your ghoftly toolsp 
and *clerical gear ? You confecrate coarfk: 
-walls before you will enter therein, and blefs 
dead earth before you will fet foot thgreoa; 

t are 



atid’ CXTHODOXY J&km; 341 
‘*ate not belis of as good metal as itone and 
lime ? And is a ipeechlefs floor, however fa- 
wed, -more kred than there fweet fingers of 
the fieeplk ! In’ vain you make broad your 
hats, and short your perriwigs, _ and long 
your petticoats , if you fanfiify not alfo your 
Bells ! your other bells may go aftray ; but 
thefe never dab 

Nor liatie we yet an office for the confe- 
era&xi of coffins and h b nted houfes, ff ence 
rhe evil one often makes the dead to walh’, 
and ktleps po%~cu of tenements which he 
‘never paid fob. You, reverend firs, you onl’y 
can barricade our houfes and our graves againft 
this vile intruder, by words and holy wate?. 
For words uithout,chrifnl, I’doubt, make but 

‘an impeEfe0 exorcifm ; elfe why does this old - 
ferpent itill make bold to ho!d KS noc?urn~~l 
cabals in the very heart of your temples ? This, 
firs, merits your ferious cohfidtiration, anif 
a fpeedy -cure, Therefore the Lid council 
ought to fir. 

My next acgument for it is this: Lil.j’s 
grammar wants to be correCted, and is a pro- 
vince referved for you ; unlefs perhaps in a 
thing of that moment you might differ too 
much, and proceed to heats and anathemas 
about it, as a learned and venerable a&nbly 

i Q3 of 
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of cteigpmen- once -* did upon . t’he fame 
oceafion. ’ , 

Rgnin, th.e faid council ought to fit for the 
Interefi of uniformity, and for the i&-u&on 
of caylors. .TLere- is a kameful and fchif- 
matical variety. in the gowns worn by non- 
jurilrg pieits, and indeed in other parts oi? 
their dreCs. Some wear prur,ella, iome cloth, 
fome filk, and fame plain crape, like io many 
feAalies, or men of #arious faith. Xaj, they 
sre dilTenters from each ocher in the fhape G& 
their gowns. Some have a great fXt in their 
sleeve (which is a teft of true orthodoxy) thb’ 
which they fiew a fmart wrift-; and ;! good 
qnantity of their linen. Others bury the% 
MS in their sleeve, a token of clumfy apo- 
&ltcs. Some wear dark wigs, and ion& 
light, and have no manner pf orthodoz itans* 
dard as to the fine ;tad MEnefi=Or their bands 
and beavers, This is lamentable ! and of% 
example : For ought I know it may in yout 
opinion be damnable ! fure I am it is ichif- 
mntical ; and .we all know the crying crime of 
fchifm ; and the decency of unity and order, 
Fie, fie; turp eJ? do&ri. Let us not with 
our own hands give fuch a deadly blow tQ 
uniformity, aed thereby ftrengthen the argu- 
ments bf fanatics againfi us. Let our uuity 

* [l’he w~ocation in king Cbor k$ Ild. reign. 
ia 



in hoods and* cap be: knoyn uhtd al1 men. 
We know thedreadful war of an hlindred years 
between two powerful and orthodox bodis 
of divines +, about the fbape of their coul, a 
war in which it is faid many fbouls perished, 
damnation being their chief and co&ant ar- 
tillery. Prevent ihe horrib!e canfequence ! ’ 
You ofren quote, and upon le(lirr occafions, St. 
Paw’s advice for d&t% rrli th&s in decpcy md 
in order ; which Saint Somtboa’y would err- - 
plain, lot yuut c~lfs and cczffotbs be aIZ:of II cut ; 

and if we muit be uniform in bowing, let-us 
be uniform in our covering of the backs that 
b&w. Therefore the uoajuring council ought 
to meet. 

La& that venerable a&nbly ought ta 
meet, that the O&JqIq f;beit kwml CCNI~~&S 

may have time to grow itale. 

I fay nothing of the obvioqs aeceliity of a 
new tranflation of a certain book, the prefent 
tranflation w t&2 plain, itbl-d n&h the fame 
with that crf G~WZ : a thing B& tg be fbffered. 

‘The prevaletxx too of carnal reaioR feems to ‘ 
call 1eudLy for a check from fuch a holy coun- 
cil. People talk of human%reaion, and human ’ 
juc&metit. ‘Why, what are they ! The only 
Brb gt&?es, fo&&, that God his given us; 

l Domhicaw and Fraupi/cans. 

Q4 which 
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which is true, and yet nothing to the purpof$. 
It is plain that our reafon- was not giv_en us to 
.&e ufed, but to be Submitted to them, and to 
be employed by theti upon evident matters, 
which it cannot underfiand. But, cry fame, 
that is imp@blqT And what if it be? Is it 
the lefs -orthodox for “‘that ? 0 tempera! 0 - 
Blackmure ! Lend, 0 valoroti and voruminotqs 
knight, 0 lend thy potent-,and poetical hand, 
and mow down with thy’keen faulchion, with 
thy rapt’urous and fotinding fabre, this uncir- 
cumcifed realon, this daring and darling Gnth 
of the Phil$‘hes, and of free-thinkers ! Why 
fleepeR thou over dry hiitory ? Why loitereft 
thou in cold narration, which yet thou dciCit 
animate and adorn wjth all rhe verdure of the 

’ bays, with arl the f’ublimity of the Dc&hi~n 
Cod! .When, lo ! h ere is a fubje& worth tfiy 
poetical pw4$ j i -Jl&j& 5 4$ only for ‘a 
poet ; . a fight -fbr ihx imagiaation ; ati a 
bloodlefs field ! 

Parce, grad metuerrde TibyrJo - 

, Jij E G. leave to trouble the reader wifi 
another argument in behalf of my client, 

though the fame was not in my brief. . ’ 
Fath 



Father &WI& as he was already ati holy 
man, had-a mind to %e more hdly ; and #here- 
fore grew a traitor ta grow a faint : the moft 
certain f&le TV ~IWUIS the Rsmn XaleRda~. 

. 
Hat arte -jerox Bcrke:us 

lnnixus arces &&ii Igneas - 

‘She firit ficp in that church, to rife to CS- 
Qoni2Xion, is to %egir,S.at the gallows, -or by 
de&&g ahqrrp, .TI+e fur6 way th,ere ‘to ‘-be- 
ame a kxd lieutenant to almighty God, and’ a 
worker of miracles, is co be a determined enemy 
to mankind, a cheat and exectitioner for the 

*charch, a futious broker of ceremonies, a zcd- 
Jorss maintainer of occu!f qt;aZit&, a great 
%m-f&,-&d a great pe&cutor ofcommon fenk 
NC ic to bd a great advocate for de+otion, ari’d ’ 
a warm- promoter of damnation; a mighe 

qnan-for chaithy ; but dif$l~~ t&c befi natins 
,g& ‘psreflrpiro-& fh. h&&&~&&&;+x&gna~~m 
many. He is a $rbdigious declaimer againfi 
wealth, and a prodigious engrofir q the& 
of: he avers that the church. was bult 

. upon a rock, and that , the gates of hell cannot 
‘prevail againfi her ; and yet ftvearsthat fhe is . 
in danger of tumbkq at the fight of every 
Qinatl her&c ; and if a pvor taylor creeps into 
8 barn to pray, he throW%- her into a more1 
&ue ati ~n~&ions, He preaches charity’; 

, but 
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m dut damns all moderation and forbearance. 
HI is a profeffed orator for peace, an& a 
trumpet for war. He preaches humility, ad ’ 
treads upon the necks of Mugs and kingdoms, 
He is the ftrongefi loyalifi in the world, arrd 
the moft unbounded rebel. A mighty reafoner, 
and a mighty champion againfi reafon ; al- 
waysicattering blefings and curfes, and mafis, 
and mifery. He ‘fpiritually feeds you{ and. 
temporally f)arves you. He iilu+aates yC%W 4 
underfianding, and fills it with igaorancet; 
and profeEs no weapon but the fpiritual arm, 
which however wears a fword and ~buckler, 
and knocks down governments and uaEionS. 
He tells you that human fociety cannot fuh-’ 
fifi without fuch as he; and to prove the famea 
is eternally throwing human fo;siety into p 
verty, chains, and-defolation. To do goad to 
the world be &fpc+es%. Se t+kp+u& ~6 
t,rufi in God, wd td &w. how-mmb hu #m 
of it himfelf, will rely upon God for nothing: 
but m-am his ncfl with the we&h of the 
worl’d, to prove aDd’ difprove .his difirtiktt in 
providence. 

He is perpetually .ha;ranguing you into a 
good life ; and to fet yes a good example, ri- 
dicules morality, and rails at it as the fooMlb& 
thing in the world. He &mw you if yo@ 
do not believe the bible 5 and damns you if* 

rat 



7s~ read -or underfiand it. He+ is ever ap- 
pealing to your’ fenfe’es, and making them 
judges ; but if yea believe yotrr fen&x+ woe be 
to you ; you have denied the faith, and are no 
chriflian. He is for ever proving myfieries to; 
you, and for ever proving that they cannot be - 
proved. Ceremmk, lays he, .are very jg- 
nifjrant ; and yet they are things indz~erent : 
yet you are damaed.if you omit them : though 
damnation, in my opinion, is no indifferent 
thing. Then he tells you that the bible is a 
wonderful initruAive book, but wonderful un- 
intelligible ; and for your i&u&ion, keeps it 
from you. AZ! your pdg@nJ, quoth - he, a~# 
by divirrc righf ; and as a demo&ration there- 

’ of, holds out a fecular parchment of human 
itiitution. He boafls of the daily miracle 
worked in his church to convince believers ; 
for they mer travel forth to convince here- 
tics and unbelievers ; aud h, brags, of hfs 
greqt powqr over the devlf ; m*‘lrer is etctnaliy 
frighting you w&h the devil’s great and in- 
vincible power. w 0, fays he, how m~~erabk 
were the antlent pagans, who wa(rted us : ana 
at the fame time m,akes the world, where he 
prevails, ten times moie miferable than ever, 

* paganifm made it. Repent, quorh he, andjiek 
the Lor&&fe yuu camt be fiaed: and yet pott 
beed not repent and feek the Lord ; fur he the 
faint, and his brethren, can Cave patt without 

eEtk 
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either. Fly from @an, adds he : but y~tt 
**need not, for 1 the priej wiN j’irt /;mr hly 

water in his face, and fend him to the devil, 

Be&&, Cays he, we -faints are as 1 lambs I 
omangJt wolves ,: and to fulfil the raying, de- 
vours you. He has a wonderful antipathy to 
the heathens, and rails bokntifully at them ; 
but if you put in your word againit the hea- 
then religion, and the impoflure of kheir priefis, 
have a carp, Cays he, that you wound‘not us 

tbrozqb their jdes. By which, he confeffkk, 
that rhere.is not a fword’s length between them 
(which is not my opinion) and Co he takes 
thefe his near kinfm& under his prote&ioh. 
Ribs, kys he, a;e pernicious tr’lings, and 
po$~ to the /bul, and j is pride: 0 bow&s 
of riches and pride ! And in ki’ndnefs to ynbr 

, foul, or’ to ihew you that he values not. his I 
own,’ he talk all &AC ;il;&ks ini $3~6 of ,&- 

, world to himrelf. 

For a full jufUicatioIP af this. my levili- 
cal treatife, let me add ‘a paff’~gc out of the, 
&romata of that early and. eminent fat&r 
St. Clemens Alexano’rinus, and indeed obe’ 
of the clearefi in him, ITo!@ ?UZ,UT~~U qa&- 
#a; Japdu Prprmirha\u, xa-r’ 7rapv xaxci7pG 
~pp,, ~$5 E&p&hGra~al vmp IYI.aMlts[~a~. Stvomat. 
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d cannot ‘forbear inferting here another 
quotation ,from the faid moft learned fa- 
ther ; a quotation full of my&try. and beau- 
ty ; it contains an account of fome indif- 
creet amours between the angels and the 
antidiluvian ladies, who, accordiag to him, 
were enchanting coqtets, and drew out of 
there their -gallants, ficrets not fit to be 
named. But hear the holy-father : ‘0 ~i7p,or 

&fEiiOb 01 7V& C&W %h;;fOU .EbhV~drP$, %U7OAr4& 
tmv7~g ~15 uag, CE&ou rd dac”p’pi7u 7aTq yvvar&; 

UC. Id. Sirom. 1. 4. p-a 227. 

’ And now I wiM make bold to fay and pro- 
phefy of my&f and this my work : 

Exegi mem&wtum cure perenniw 
Regalipc/itu pyramidurn al&s. 
- - I q$+- - - - - 
- - - c - I - - .I 

, hha~omnis mwitzr, ifiaqileplkz rnd. 
Yitabit libitinam - - ’ - - - 

\ 
Suite fuperbinm 

&x&&n met itis, et mihi delphica 
Law-0 dttge dens, Melpomene, ,coi++2am. 
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LONDON. 

A $ this Volume <TonfiRs of vev 

inf&Bivc treatifes, I inkribe. 

it to you ; both as a pudlic acknowledge- 
ment of your favoursk the Editor,. an& 
affo that I may have an opportunity of 
exhorting you to ze.4 and ardour ‘in af-. 
krting the principles of: liberty. 

YOU will here f&e, that the crbrifliam 
religion which contains every motive to) 
geodnefs perfonal and foc.&& and the: 

\ A. 2_ . defign;l, 



defign of which wq m,biefs al1 rxxionsx 
_ and io m&e men knTvertlly good and 

happy, hath been fo perverted and abukd, \ 
as to. bxome the intirumenx QF oppreffknr 
and tyranny, and producctive ofthofe very 
evils that it was intended to prevent or 
remedy. \ 

YOU will perceive that all the&z mif- 
chiefs have arikn from invefiing its 
miniiters with worldly power and do- 
minion, contrary to the defign- of its 
author, and to the precepts and p&tern. of 
his gol‘pel. 

You will find, that th& men To de&- 
generzced from th,eir firlt infiiiution, as 
to fi:t up for ruling, i&ad cf infiru&ing ; 
and though they prtttended a zeal for 

, kuls, yet their behaviour plainly fhewed, 
that they cared not what became of iouTs 
if they could but obtain power and wealth, 

the 



tie confiant obje& of their purfuit :- 
that far many ages they manifeited eithtr 
the groffZk ignorance of the nature and:: 
de@ of chtifiianity, or- the molt wiiful 
and wicked oppofition to it ; and thztz 
they Eo blinded and Muded the people,, 
that temporal ideas were conitantly annexi- 

ed to a re@jcn that is f’iritual.; and 

C%-ist’s kingdom, which is not of this+ 
wo:ld~ was made a worlJy. kingdom 
indeed r 

You will fee that what they called the- 
C’L~cb,.was a mighty Bakl, built upon: 
the ruins of reafon, rjghteoufne6, truth+ 
goodneis and mercy, all that is dear a&: 

facred to men ! You will obf&ve, t ha@: 
notwirh&‘nding it was the de&n. of theie 
holy oflice to lead men t6 a% happine& 
they have ‘been the grratelt. km to she. 

e-are and comfort of men, Rreferring tic 
at1 t’mes t/:eir own p&k and gxndeur tat 
&e peace ,and welfare of nations.: That+ 
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fx this end, ‘they have promoted and 
encouraged CupAition in the people, 
op@-elfion and tyranny in princes ; have 
foothej and flattered wicked kings in 
all thtir violent and ruinous meafures; 
have preached do&rines of flavery, juf: 
tified all defpotic and arbitrary encroach- 
ments ; have taught that obedience to 
the will of. the piince was the indif’en- 
Bible duty of tile people, and that where 
the la&r ~oul:I not in confcience corn- 
ply wirh the demands of the former, 
thy muit not Lonever refit%, but be 
pa@ve where ti-.ey could r.ot be active: 

ind that by thek felfifh and lying doc- 
crir-es, they have brought this nation to 

the very bri.ik of ruin and perdition. 

It will here be manifeit to you, that 
they were the men that bred all the dif- 
cord betwixt King Charles I. and his 
parliament ; rhat filch tirebrands as Laud, 

Mhwaritzg, 



Manwaring, and others (the SaPbeverels . 
of that day) advifed and promoted all tha 
cruel and pernicious High-Comm@on andi 
Star-Chamber courts, and .hurried on that 
prince to thofe illegal prabices,, which 
afterwards jufily brought him to the block:, 
for it is evident that he deferved it, and 
that the people were under a necefity 
either of cutting him off, or of being 
ff aves then&&e’s +tbi).ut t&mption. 

Hence you will learn, that it muit be 
the extremefi itupidity and infatuaticn, 
the effe& either of the greatefi. ignorance 
or the greate’ti malice, to countenance or c 
fupport any *power in priefis ; and that; 
it is the duty of all men to oppofe and 
break their power by all pofible means : 
that it is. poiCon and detfiru&idn both to 
religion and civil government, to give 
the minifiers of religion any power, ex- 
cept that of reafsn, and perfuafion ; thie 
being all the power which ~~~fifis with the. 

/ -7. nature 



namre QE chrifiianitg ca f&e and rationa!’ 
aligi9n) and with the p&x and happine&i 
of l&mm k&q : fm &at: whtrevm- 
piells- had more power;- they altiays em- 
ployed it to, the worfi purpoti, to t&n&, 
deceive,. and enflkve the world. 

XGU will learn alfo from hence, not- tog 

k &u&d- sy4 &es up ~ by. vm-ds4 
and founds, and particulkly by the word 
C&r&, the moIt fknfelefi found of aItll-* 
other-s, which~asno~~~ingfbut,a.wick~d, 
me ; for the priefis never u& it but either4 
fior fond fuperfiition or terrible dcminio~ :. 
and when they damn a man in,their creeds,. 
worry him in their 8iabol-A courts, and: 
throw him into prifon,.and till this tie 
Rzwr of tbc Cburck, they can mean no- 
thing by that phrai‘e but their in peerer %: 
the& things being ,a contrary to khrifti-- 
anity, as they are to all redon (and nat.urakr 
jut&e, And indeed, iif the rbrifliuli re. 
k&n *gave&e kafi countenance. .to fu,c.h . 



pra&ices, no miracles could fipport 2s 
di.vine pretenfions, at leafi it could never 
prc.ceed from a righteous and good bei& -j f 
You will hence rej-& with fcorn the grea$“T 
argument urged by priefis in fipport of 
their opprrffive doings, viz. that they 

-. have the laws on their /;de 5 which will 
jufiify Popery, the kzgw&on, the BujiWe, 
and every tyranny wder heaven. You 
will be amazed, that in fgch an age as this, s 
an age boa&g of’ ligh? and kn&ledge, 
there should be To mqny abfurd do&rines 
and fueh iniqktous pra&ces itz the @z.i 
B&d religion : witn& the A$atia&zq * 

creed, UC. and witnef% ;he confifcatioi 
of \men’s goods, and the imprifonment 
of their perfons for non-payqent of tpthe, 
UC. And finally,. yotI~ will hence plainly 

_ ke, that thofe men arc the greatefi friend;- 
to fociety, and worthy sf+aH’ fiipport and. 
encouragement, who ax -.for itripping 
pi-i& of a!1 theis power : that to vilify 

aed3 



and abuik fuch men,. is mo&ous fob 
and a fort ofhigh treafon to the cowww 
we&h ; face the p&fic ctEFI have no fi?- 
curity 6x its Jiberty and happine& whilfl! 
priefis are rampant and mighty; and they 
aqd their trdmpery wilf flourifh eternally,. 
8 no man iball dare to contradie an!: op- 
pofe them.. 

The@ Sir, sib- tc&&ns, w&h a mm, 
of your underfianding wiil naturally make 
on aperural of: tke followin& t&Is&which% 
being of great worth ati value, on very 
btcreiting and important fubje&, are 
here colIcBed and preferved : and, I per- 
i+ade myElf, that they will have a place. 
‘m every library, among other defences of 
Ebcrty and the tights of mankind,,againfi. 
all’ invaders and oppmfkrs thereof, 

I only add, that it will$se me a~ fin- 

gu!ar pleafure to find that this dedication, 
~oauibutes., to, your firm elt&.Mhment in 

the: 



the. primiplesaf liberty, and that I am with 

the fTbofi ’ hearty w&es for your wdfY 
and happin&, 
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A 

* SHORT VIEW. 

T H E behavionr o’f the clergy having 
feemed to be very extraordinary on 
fame late occafions, I was led by 

my reflc&ions on t&a@ head td make Come 
further enquiry, than I had hitherto done, 
what the conduEt of that ret of men had been 
from the morGeaTlp times of 42ur:govetnment 
down to the prefent, and what had been, 
the opinions of the w,iCefI of our anceitors 
glbo!lt it, 

I thought it was far from 3mproper.at this 
time to know not only what reitrifiions to the 
power and wealth of the church, the legi- 
flature had formerly deemed reqGte, but -alfo 
whether the clergy had not by thtibehaviour / 2 
made thofe rc4trXtions abfolu tely neceQ&-y. 
From thence we may befter know what to 
think of their clamowrs of late, upon any at- 
tempt to put the leait limits to their property, 
or reflriAions to their power, in Lch cares, 
where it might be made ufe of to Oppltfs any 
of their fellow-fubjefis. 
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For though the reafonableaef2 of laws tta 
prevent the abufe of power, br an exorbitam 
increafe of property in any fet of men, where 
there is only d probability of either, is kielf 
fufficient to recommend the enaRing them, 
even though we had not already been fenfible 
of fuch abufes ; yet the necefiity of fuch 3aws 
is frill further enforced, when founded on ex- 
amples and experience, and confirmed by the 
opinions of our wife gredeceffor:s. 

It is for this reafon, I trouble the ptib- 
lit with the following fheets, that by laying 
before them in as Short and compendious a . 
manner, as I am able, an hiflorical accounk 
of the conduti of the clergy of this nation, 
as far as it any way affetied civil affairs Once 
the time of Wil’liam I. they may form :a judg- 
ment from matters of fa& how far necefiry 
all precautions in the laity againit rhe defigns 
of the clergy are, according as they fee this 
conduEt of theirs has promoted the public good 
or otherwife. 

Whoever looks into our antient hifiories, 
will find the clergy have been always guided 
by a difiin& interefi of their own, mofi fre- 
quently contrary to that of the nation : i.nltead 
of afirting the liberty of the people, they 

have 



and ORTHODOXY Jib&n... 5 
have been molt infirumeotal in all attempts 
to deitroy it ; inffead of propagating, generous 
notions of freedom, they have confiantly eni 
deavoured to infJi1, into the. minds of men 
the mofi flavi0-r maxims, and taught lelfons 
of the molt blind and abje& fubmii?ion. 

Their oppofition to power, whenever they 
have made any, has generally been faAious 
and felfifh, not grounded on motives of re- 
gard for the good of the commonwealtl7, 
but occafioned by fame attempt upon their 
temporal inter& or privileges, which was 
often no other than a jufi intention of retcrhcl~; 
ing iheir encroachments upon the crown4 and 
people. 

Accordingly we my obfcrve, that the msft . 
dangerous defigns againit the public h,itve 
been formed by fuch of.ouc princes, who be- 
gan with fecurinb ‘the clergy to their interefi 
by great condefceafions to them’; fkr we fel- 
dom find the clergy to haxe ‘failqdrreturning 
the compliment by Qconcurrence in promot- 
ing the mofk arbitrary attempts by their doc- 
trine and a&ions. 

The ufe the clergy have made of what 
power they have acquired under fuch princes, 

B3 - has 
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, has always been moft infupportable to th+ 
laity, ei‘pecially to fuch as have oppofed it, 

I will. not detain the Yeader any longer 
from forming his awn judgment an this fub- 
je&, but ha&n to my relation of fa&s, by 
which only I d&ire he may be determined, 
as he &all find them agreeabIe to truth, tQ 
which I have endeavoured to have the itri8eft 
regard.. 

The battle of Hu@‘ng.r, gained by the duke 
of Nmmzndy, would have been very far from 
determining the fate of this country, had the ’ 
En~l;Jh fufficientJj7 united in its defence. He 
was in polf~fflon of but one caflle in the king- 
dom, that of Doz.er; The .earls &‘~car and 
Edwin, who had diflinguilhed themreEves aI- 
ready in the defence of their country, had 
ihut th<mf+es up in Lo&on with -the re- 
mains of the army defeated at &$Vn~r. 
PTilZitm could’ not without evident danger 
march into the hecrt of the kingdom, and 
1,eave that city behind him in poffefion of 
his enemies ; nor could he lay liege to a place, 
that would coil him much time, and employ 
the greatefi part of his army, which was no 
large one, without leaving all the remote 

’ counties in Eng,?~nd at liberty to take pro- 
per meafures for their fecurily, and to raife 



M&era1 armies, which might have been greatly 
- fiuperior to his own. 

Whilfl he was in thb perplexed fituation, 
the Ettglifi had no reafoa to defpair ; and in- 
deed the twoearls juft mentioned 
efforts to animate the London~r~. 

ufed all their 

To unite them the more, it was propofed to 
, declare young Edgar king. Jn this generous 

defign it was reafonable to think, the clergy 
wou!d have unanimoufly concurred. One 
would expe& to find thiht body- of men mak- 
ing ufe of all their influence over the peopfe 
to infiire them with a fenfe of the duty, they , 
owed their country, and the obligations thei 
were under to venture their lives in defending 
it from an army of rapacious adventurers : 
that they would have employed their inter- 
cefion with heaven (which they woul$ wil- 
lingly have thought to be fo efficgcious) to 
‘avert the impending slavery, and by it have 
promoted a confident zeal in their countrymen to 
exert themfelves with intrepidity in fo glorious 

- a caufe. 

But how little was the public good any 
motive of their condufi! they could not think 
of continuing a war, which expofed the lands 
d the church to rapine and defoIation, W~SZD 

34 b 
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by a timely CaCrifCce df the IiIiertjr’ ofb tFi& 
fellow-fubje&s, they had it in tMr poui&r 05 
make their own terms : they could not help 1 
being +&al in favour of ohi, *ho had un- 
dertakerx his eaterprizi: with the c’ouhfenan& 
of the pope: and thq thou@t the dhurch 
might make an ac+uZtion of wealth and pow&- 
under a prince, that had the chara&er of be- 
ing religious, and aho could not but think 
himfelf under the greatefi obligations to them, 
fiould the people by their mear~s be prevailecI 
on to receive hiti f&r t.hCiP ‘Kiti& 

With the‘fe vi&S they Qppofed the defigns 
of the peopIe, who had now come to 8 iefo- 
lution of placing young * Ed&w on the throne; 
but by the bifilops declaring for Wihm, the 
citizens were by their example at lait pretiail’d 
on to open their gates, and receive him, 

Thus by ttic inrerelted cabals of the clergy 
were the Etiglifi diffuaded froti unitirigS ia 

- deferice of tBtit tiount’ip’; and the defirabie 
itate of liberty, foundkd MI ahd fecured by pruk 
dent and wholefome laws, which they had 
enjoyed under the race of SaxolPz kings, wrls 
changed for the oppreAive government of a 
Norman invader. 
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Nor was. it long before the clergy themfelves 
found, how ill grounded their felfifh policy 
ha& been, nottiithltanding the monafieries had- 
a Ihare in the diilribution of king HaroMs- 
t&&-e ; but what oppofition any of them 
made td the in&on of their own rights,. 
when they had given up thofe of their coun- 
try, ferved only as a pretext for a more rig+- 
rous treatment. 

WDuring the life of,WXum Rufus, the cler- 
gy felt fo great a fhare in the general op- 
j@km .ef hi+ +gp, an4 1 wqe -aJqayo 619 
difregyded by him, that they had xcy little 
.opportlmity of furniting any circumltances 
,by their conduEt worth relating here. It may 
mot however be am& to obferve, that the 

-promoter and inltrument of all this oppreflioa 
and violence, was Ra&$h FZamber~, bishop? 
of Dwbam *. 

. 
Hmry I, had not bean long on thk throne, 

before the encroaching fpirit of the church. 
difcavered itfelf in the perion of hfilrn, arch- 
bi&op of Chferbury. That haughty prelate. 
refolved to wrefi from the king his right of 
invefiiture of bifhops and abbots; a prero- 
gative his predeceKors had enjoyed without dif-‘ 
turbance, and with great feafon; for other- 

T M. Paris. 
. 

B5 nih 



wife the clergy might “have made it one of 
their pretences for denying, they owed the 
foundation of their authority to the civil power. 
In purfuance of this defign, upon the-king’s 
ihewing Come refolution at fir& to maintain 
his right, At+&, attended by feveral prelates 
who had refigned their bifhopricks, iafolenC]p 
carried his complaints to Ram, and defired 
-the pope by his Cole authority to re-i&ate 
them in their fees. We may infer from 
*)‘M. Paris, the good archbhhop judged it no 

‘Amony. in fo righteous a caufe, to make ufq 
of the rhetorfk of gohA wit.& I& ~~ofinefi, 
who faiIed not to grant his requek In this 
manner c?id the am,biti:on of that prelate not 
oaIy invade the juft rights of the kits& but 
introduceda precedent, through the want of re- 
folution in Henry, tending to render both him 
and his fucceKors fiaves to the papal authority, 
which never failed by its titerpofition in all 
affairs of this kind to improve them to its OWA 
advan tag?. 

Upon the death of’ Henry, we are furnikedi 
with a mofblively initance of the regard, the 
clergy paid, to the molt folemn oaths taken ih 
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&e moft public manner. Eefore the depaa- 
ture of the late king to, Normand’, he called’ 
an * afGmb1.y of the great men, in which the 
bishops were the fir-it, that fwore to acknow- 
ledge his daughter the emprefs Matilda for 
their fovereign, in cafe Henry died without 

L ifhue male. The right of birth undoubtedly 
pleaded in her behalf, and her defcent by 
her mother’s fide from the, race of Saxon 
kings, was a circumflance, which could. no@ 
but greatly recommend her to the Englifi.. 
However, Henry’s death, which fell out in; 
a fhort time after, was no fooner known, than 
the 4eyw dc@ared ia fapsuc. of ,sfcpben, an& 
by their exanqle, not. only countenanced part 
of the nobility in the violation of the oath 6 
lately taken to Matilda, but by their fuperior 
power in the kingdom deterred others from, 
oppofng their defigns. The archbishop of 
Cantrrbury, the bifhops of Winche~e~, an& 
S&,&ry, were three of the rich& fubjeas in. 
England: the I’afi owed his rife, from nothing, 
as it were, to the late king, whof% will he: 
was ungratef;llly now going to‘fubvert; .I will 
$fi mention what Rap.‘n fays on this occafion,. 
who entirely attributes Step&n’s advancement! 
PO the crergp; cc It was (rays he) a great a&- 
p vantage to. Steiben to have for him three: 



‘6 prel;ites, t;vhoie inrerefi fictrred Gm the ft&- 
;C frages of the clergy. *his body was theh 
(‘ fo potieiful, that the I+lords who weie 
(< not in the plot, did tiot think th&nfeWs 
‘c abli tb oppofe _&e defign, which they fad%+ 
“ was entirely f?&i$, of pkici$ Stephen on 
‘6 the throne; fince all the bifhops declared in 
cc his favour, not one attempted to fpeak for 
(6 Matilda,. for great in influence had the ex- 
6‘ ample and authority of the clergy over the 
a‘ minds of’ the nobles and people.” Hoti 
falfe the. afirtions I - on wh@h the bifh.op’s, 
groutidgd the evalion. of (heir 6a&$, aj$ea~% 
from the opinion of Malmsbitry. That hiito- 
rian mentioning the reafon, which the bishop 
of SaZisdury alledged ‘in his hearing, ‘condude’s 
with faying, that he * does not mention it 
there as giving any credit to thofe words of a 
man, who could fo well accommodate liimfelf 
to all times, as fortune fbifted the fcene, but 
in order to difcharge his duty as an hifiorian. 
Let us now fee how they behaved to that &e- 
p&n, whom they had placed on the throne. 
They were not long before they ihewed the 
ufe, they intended to make of the advancement 
of a king, who was indebted folely to them- 
felves for it. They fuppofed, he would not 
think it his interefi to dilturb them in the 

* Muhsb. fol. gg, 

de fign 



&@I &qif had for-mid, of embracing the pre- 
@nt opportunity to rendet rhemklves formich- 
able, and become independent of him and his 
fdc&i~~ for the ftlture. ‘III otdei. tii ac~om: 
~Isli’Ih this proje&, they not only .fortified fuch 
caftles, as they had already in their hands, but 
rre&ed feveral new one%. They outvied till 

. the nobility in the magnificence of their houfes 
and retinue, and affeAed to appear fo nume- 
rliufly attended on all occafibns, that they 
looked much more like military chiefs at the 
head of fo many little armies, than the meek 
and peaceab!e pafiors of Chrifi’s frock. 9 , ., . r ./ . ,I_. . * * 4 ?> > -, . ,: -1 I _ . _. ’ . 

It cannot be iondered at, that a beh&i& 
of this kind alarmed the king, and almofi ne- 
cefitated -him to take thofe fieps towards de- 
pri,ving fame of them of their caitles, which 
&e&lards involved him in fo much trouble. 
It was not only his own private fentiments,, 
which determined him in that point, but the 
advice of molt of the nobles concurred with 
,his own opinion, that fome -.op ihbufd be 
put to the formidable power of the bi&ops *, 
which increafed fo fafi. But however de- 
firable this might be, it was now not to be 
effe&ed : the clergy had Co great in it&ence 
over the lower people, that the nation was in 
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a flame at the king’s feizing the bifhop’s cafiles. 
Religion itfelf was looked upon as invaded, , 
which, as Rapin fays, was now thought to 
rtonfifi in upholding the church in whatever 
privileges and immunities fhe he&elf ;was 
pleafed to affume. The bishops openIy ra-lked’ 
of oppofing the king by arms, and became Co 
Arong, that great numbers of the lay lords 
thought it fafeft to go over to their fide. 
Stephrn had indeed fame time before given 
the peopre in general too much cau6 to alter 
the good opinion they had once entertained. 
of him j; and’ we had’ feveral barons had then 
taken up arms againlt him in defence of the% 
liberty : but that affair had at this time been. 
made up, and, as I before obferved-, it was 
now the fcntiments of. mofi of the lay-Iords, 
that ‘the power of the bifhops required a itop 
ta be put to it :. though when the attempt had 
embroiled the king in thefe troubles, but few 
of thofe lords had recovered their efleem for 
him fo far, as to affert his caufe with the zea?, 
they would otherwife have done, and draw 
upon themMves the fury of a body of men at. 
that time more formidable than their own, 

But that the ground of this quarrd was no. 
national aaufe, appears further from hence. 
JrIad the pint in difpute concerned the publk 
liberty, the king mufi hav.e anCwaed for his 

co&- 



condu& only before the great council-of the 
kingdom; whereas in this cafe he was cited 
before a cynod at ?F%&eJer *, convened by 
the bifhop of that place’.as legate : which oat 

, only ihews the difpute ‘to’ be particular with. 
. thcbifhops, but was itfelf a greater infult o&red 

the community,, than ever Stepbea had been 
guilty of+ 

During this djfpute, ikhtilda thought it a: 
. favourable junfiure to land in England, and 

claim her right to the crown. She no foonea 
arrived, than the clergy were forward to de-. 
,clare; for her : but the Whop of W%cb&r, 
&c&&I hitier to. c&&y.“@&~ ‘z&d ‘protioted; 

.. the uoubl?s of the king his brother, begun. 
now to f”ee his error r”n raifihg the fiorm 
Co high, and that his own ruin would be i&pa-- 
.taMe fEom that of his brother, W.ithq this, 
confideration, he, at fir& did him fbrqe.fervice ; 

l but no fboner had the chance of war declared 
itfelf in, favour of Matilda by. Stephen’s be- 
ing taken prifoaeb than he again; tirew up. 
fais brother’s c&e, and WXI by a promife, that 
he should difpofe of a11 ecclefiaflical prefer- 
ments, undertook tom ptocure Mbtifda the fuf- 
f+ages of the clergy to ele& her queen. In 
-erder to. this he convened a fynod by his. lega- 
sine authority, the day before the opening, of; 
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which he conferred in private fit4 with the 
bifhops, then with the abbots, and laftly with 
the arc h-deacons. When the time appointed 
for their meeting was come, after he had made 
a fpeech, fn which he publickly afTerted *the 
principal right of chufing a prince belonged to 
fhecfergy, the fynod declared Matilda queen. 
It was thus with an unheard-of, and unprece- 
dented infolenre the clergy alone pretended to 
give the nation a fovereign without conful ting 
the barons, nay contrary to the fentiments of 
many of them4 w)l~ had at this time .fent 
their c&put&$ with &ore. C& ‘the city of. Len- 
don to demand S:ephen’s liberty. But this 
melfage.had no other effefi than to draw an 
excommunication upon the king ‘and his ad- 
herents. 

However monltrons this conduO appears to 
be, the meafure of their infotent and treache- 
rous proceedings was not yet compleated : far 
in a very short time afterwards the bifhop of 
W?w!yTer having been difobliged by &&i/da, 
he once more deferted her caofe ; and aifem- 

. bling anot&er fynod ‘at Wy?tninjer -f- he found 
his brethren nothing loath in undoing, what 
they had fo lately done at ?YiacheJer. Sic- 
ph \Ivho wits now at liberty, having been 

* Malmrb. for. I 06. . + Ibid. far. 108. 
em- 



ezehanged for the duke of GZuvreJer, was again 
&WUkw Bji th?ai;’ as kin’g, atid J&&U4 
j& hei turh e%cam~~c#ted with her idhe- 
rt%t& ?)hi6 change foon rend:ered her aff’Air$ 
69 dd’@rej that fhe was obliged tO quit this 
kingdom, and leave Stephen in ~&Effiotr~ of a” 
crown, which he firit: obtained, afterwards 
lad, an& again recovered by the intrigues and 
power of the eccleiialticks; 

The power the church aITumed to i&If in 
the next reign, 
or+ hre 

and the entire indepelidenct 
fW& f&t q :iti &i&-’ &titi’ -tb; etridetitrj 

appears in the contefi between Hw~ II. ai7.d 
R&et. The laity were reduced to a kind of 
f&very by the clergy : whatever outrages they 

- ~~i%red from them, they durit not repel fof 
feat df excommunication (the effe& of which 
ddtre at that time fo terrible) nor co1118 
C!y Cxpe& any redrefs from the laws, fix~c~ 
t”he e&lefiafiicks claimed a privilege oz &&ig 
tfiecf otily id @fir otkin ctMZs ; trikrc &r&-f 
thing was carried ori tiith the tiofi open 
par tiaii ty ; the ecclebafiicks were only Ea- 
ble to flight corr&ZEons, and for the moft 
heinous crimes punified no further thah with 
degradation, fhart fufpenfion, or fiort con- 

finemen t. 
, 
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It was proved i, there had been above a 
hundred murders committed by churchmen 
fince the king’s acceaion to the throne, of 
whom not one had been punifhed fo much as 
by degradation. 

For attempting to redrefs fuch an unpa- 
ralleled enormity, the king and the whole 
body of peers in parliament, were treated by \ 
this haughty prelate with that indolence, and 
open contempt of their<authority, as fiiis every 
reader of this part of our hiltory with the ut- 
molt indignation, 

Of fuch confequence is it at all times to 
prevent every fiep, which may infenfibly tend 
to procure fuch wealth and power in the clergy, 
or any other fet of men, as may create an 
independency in them ; fince we fee a prince 
of fo much fpirit, as- &WV II. is allowed Eo 

be, for endeavouring to retrench that part of 
ecclefiafiiGa1 ufurpation, which proteCted cri- 
minals from juftice, forced to attone for th’is 
fo unchrifiian and wicked attempt, by the 
moft abje& condefcenfion and ,fubmifIion ; 
though his defign had the good wifhes and 
concurrence of all the nobility in the king- ’ 



dam, who at this time groa@ undetz the 
tccIefiafiici1 yoke. 

‘Richsval I’s was a reign, in which WC find 
very Iittle faid of ecclefiaff icd affairs or per- 
Ions. That prince was but a few months in 
England after he came to the crown. The 
accounts of that time chiefly concern that ro- 
man&z expedition of his to the &$-land, 
fo expenfive to his country, and 4atal to 
himfelf in being made pri!bner by the em- 
peror. 

The tyrannicalgovernment of king rcbn ma& 
the oppofi tion, which he met with from his 
barons, an indifpenkble duty, they owed them- 
felves, their country, and pofterity. The tem- 
per of this monarch was fuch a mixture bf 
folly, pride, and meannefs, that it was impof- 
,fible, but he fhould embroil himfelf with all 
Gzts of men, however different and oppofite 
their interefis might be. Therefore though 
the clergy feem to have a great Ihare in th.e 
events of this reign, we Should however, care- 
fully diititiguifh the motives of their conduO, 
as well as confequences-of it, from that of the 
barons, The firft troubles of importance in 
this reign were merely ecclefialtical. Th,e 
pope’s nominating cardinal Langton to the fee 
uf Can!erbrsry, plunged the kingdom into very 

great 



great’ diffic’ul’ties and m&ry; The king’s rcf&b 
fal to admit him as archbitbop? brought an itkc 
terdi& on the kingdom ; and thk clergy were 

: 

fo farm from being. difpl+xtfed at- this ufarpation ! 
in the pope, that thofe few of them, who woul6 ’ 

, willingly have IeKened the general confufio& 
o&afioaed- by the in~rdi&, by continuing to per- 
form% the duties of their &ice, fuch as rracling 
prayer, burying the dead, and the like, met wit& 
6ontinual infults from the zealots *. This 
drew upon the ecclcfi~fIi&s the king’s utmof? 
geeverity, who feized on their lands, imp+ 
foned their perfons, and committed all manner 
of outrages on them. The interdiEt was foon 
after followed by an acommunication of the 
king, and the people were abfolvedr by tlx pope 
from their oath sf sllegitiace, 

The mtion Sn general had beeu fa. much 
opprcffcd, that the barons took this occaiioit 
to throw off aafl obedfence to king yur?m Had 
he been a prince in the efieem of his ftibje&, 
no doubt they would have greatPy refented 
this inCult to their fovareign. But the eon- 
Gqnence was, the kie to fupport \himfeIf 
againit the lords, fobnnd kimfeif obliged te 
fubmit !o the holy fee, whofe reconciliation 
ws to be put-chafed on no other terms than it 

refignatioa 



i’, &nation of his crown after the mofl igno~ 
r *i QCaiaus manner to rhe ‘pope, in th.e perfon of 

T&s legate ; which he was to receive back, and 
hold ever after as his vairal, and as Eueh to 

’ pay a yearly tribute. The general defeCtion of 
I t&e barons, which -followed, though they made 

apolitical ufe of thefe troubles, yet was a thing 
g&e difiin& from them, and founded wholly 
++n principles of liberty. And as the grounds 

1 were different, fo were the confequences : the I 
&fi rendered the kingdom tributary to the 

1 gee of Rome, the latter procured the figning of 
iH+g#U &%UW9j : dWt *iBaGS Of +?E--%hr3.+~ of 
J&gland ever fince. 

I 

Ig v. k will Perhaps be Ed, that after the recon- 
. S&&n of John to the pope, from which 

time he condemned the barons oppofition, and 
Cent a legate to reconcile the king to the 
clergy, yet they itill refufed to comply with 
the terms propofed, and feveral of them ad- 
hered firmly to the canfe of the barons. 

. 
But we may with great reafon conclude the 

confideratiou -of their own particular interefi 
*. was &hat influenced them chiefly on that pc- 

cation ; for the reparations fettled by the * pope 
fqr tfie damages, the clergy had fuitained from 

+ M. Paris. 
the 
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the king during the interdiA +,’ fell infinitefy 
&ort of their real loffes : for which reafon 
they were entirely diflatisfaed at the legate’s 
determination. 

Nor can we well imagine, that archbishop 
Langion, who, for his own private advance- 
ment, could Cuber himfelf to be made the 
caufe of- .fo much mireri- to the kingdom, and 
of the mofi ignominious ptofiitution of the 
honous of the EngZ@ crown and nation, could 
afterwards a& in defence of its Liberty, fram 
th\e generous and difintereffed motives of pub- 
lic fpirit. 

Nothing could be worfe concerted than the 
defign Henry III. formed of freeing himfelf 
from the refiraint he thought the lords had 
laid on his father by Magna Chauta. Infiead 
of gaining the clergy to his interefi, and there- 
by making them fubfervient to his defigns, he 
not only made them partake of the general 
opprefion of his reign, but buffered them to be 
devoured by the infatiablgr extortion of the 

’ pope’s legates. The king vainly thought all 
he had to do, was to keep fair with the holy 
fee ; the pope knew how to make the proper 
ufe of this temper in the king; and’ fince 
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. $Bn’s relignation feemed to confider l?ngZand 

b’a tributary country, which he might plun- 
der at difcretion. He had now no occafion 
for the afifiance of the clergy, who, whilit 
hey found their account in it, promoted all 
his defigns, an’d exalted his ufurped power. 
But-as the cafe now fiood, they found a blind 
complaifance for the orders of the pope, and 
his demands of money, would only ferve to 
ruin them. They had nothing to hope from 
the king, who kept no meafures with them : 
they beheld with grief all vacant benefices 
#eltowed on foreigners, infomuch, that, at one 
time no Ief’s than three hundred ecclefiafiicka 
‘were feat over. Whofoever looks into 1M. Pa- 
&, will find him every where full of infiances 
of the pope’s extortion and opprefilon towards 
the Engf@ clergy, in which the king went 
‘hand in hand with him. The clergy were 
aot fo blind to their own intereft, as not to be 
ferrfible it w as now their bufinefs to join with 
the people in condemning Hem-y’s proceed- 
‘Ings : accordingly we find through this reign 
they always fhewed great backwardnefs in 
complying with the exaAions of the king and 
pope, and fometimes they had the relblution 
to give them a down-right refufal, and opebly 
to declare they would no longer bbmit to fuch 
oppreffions. 

/ But 



Bat &at their regard for the jnterefi of :ghe 
&ity was no greater than at o&x times, ,plaio- 
lp appears from the open attempts they she@- 
ielves maqe towards fubverting the laws, whii 
my lord Coke mentians in his preface to the. 
rortic.arli deri +. u in the forty-fecond year of 
6‘ Hettry III. Bps$kt a&.&i&~p of Cettr- 
6‘ bu& made dive& and many canons ankl 
tc confiitutions provincial, dire&y again0 the 
+ laws of the realm,.aud tending to ufurp and 
;C anc&ach tq& many’ matt&.,which appa- 
4‘ rently belonged to the common law ; but 
a notwithstanding the greatnefs of Bonifacc, 

4‘. and that diver& of ,the judges’ of the realm 
‘6 were of the clergy, and all the great officers 
‘6 of the realm, as chancellor, treafurer,- privy 
‘6 feal, C3c. were prelates, yet the judges pro-‘ 
u ceeded according to the laws of the realm, 
‘C and Ml kept, though with great difficulty, 
a the ecclefiaitical courts within their jufi and 
64 proper limits.” We may reafonably con- 
clude, had the king taken the method, Come 
of his more p&tic’ fucceffors have done., of 
attaching the clergy to his interefi, by fhew- 
ing a zeal for their pretended rights, and a 
readinefs in contributing to the advancement 
of their -riches aRd power, and had himfelf 

* Second vol. of h/3. 

only \ 

4 
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plundered and haraffed his other fub- 
l he wouId:have met with their fuli con- 

ce in his defigns : and all precautions in 
ty for the fecurity of their liberty, would 

* ’ kve been cenfurtd as unwarrantable, and re- 
j@lious. For what could not be expeCted 
from a fet of men, whofe power and wealth 

P Were become fo dangerous to liberty, and their 
; eudeavours to encreafe them Co ftrenuous, that, 1, 
j as the great man jufi quoted rays, it was with 

great difficulty the laws of the land were refcued 
from their all-engrofing ambition ? 

I i 
’ In ‘this and the following reigo, we may 
obkrve, how difficult it was by the wifefi 

i‘ “p l r rove Ions and refit-i&ions of the law to pre- 
fent the clergy from evading fuch itatutes as 

* , fet any bounds to their wealth or power. At 
\ fi’d time of figning Magna Charta by Henvy, 

the barons were fo fenfible of the dangerous 
coufequence of the immenfe riches, -the church 
was every day acquiring, that they inferted a 
claife to prevent ‘the further difpofition of 
18nds to religious houfes, But the clergy found 
Co many ways to creep out of that itatute, and 
their poffeffions continued ftill to encreafe. fo 
fait, that in the feventh of Edward I. the ita- 
tute of mortmain was enafied to the general joy 
of the people, The \Frords intended to provide 

, againit their devices are fo firong, that I will 
’ 5 v 0 L. II, C infer to 
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iafert thein here : ‘( * 2&dod iuZZus teligioJ&$ 
6‘ aut aiius quicunque terras aut tenement! 
SC aliqua emere vel vendere fub colore dha- 
‘6 tionis uut termini,” (and to prevent all 
other inventions and evalions, there general 
words were added) cc aut ratione alterius ii- 
4C tuli terras aut tEnementa ab aliquo reci’ere, 
Cc aut alio quovir mode, aHe vel ingenio, Jbi 
< ( appropriare prtifumat, Ju b forisfa&ra eorun- 
6 ( dmim~” 

A man wouId have thought, lays my lord 
Coke, that this fhould have prevented a# new 
devices ; but they foon found out an evafran 
for. this fiatute alfo. 

In the progrefs of this reign we fee the 
grounds of their oppofition in the former fully 
made out by the willingnefs, the clergy ihewed, 
in making ufe of the pope’s authority, when- 
ever it chimed with their own interefi : they 
now made a bull of Bgniface VIII, + a pre- 
tence 40 exempt them from the payment of 
any taxes to fecular princes, without the con- 
ient of the holy fee.; and by fo doing, o~qly 

put themfelyes upon a foot of independence 
on the refi of the kingd0.m ; and even airumed 

a 
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‘5: -+kperiority, by declaring they were not obai@ 
:x I_.. ta join with them in contributing to the public 
j expences. 
i 

In the clofe of this reign, the bishops gie 
116 a further more convincing proof of whale \ 
I have before f;lid, that hitherto whenever 
they fhewed a difapprobation of any innova- 
tions or oppreiiions, it was merely becaufe 
they had no fhare in the pmfits, JdwarQ, 

notwithitanding the encomiums of fame hi- 
itorians, had no lefs fondnefs for arbitrary 
power than his predeceffors, though his f’uperior 
underfianding made him fenfibie, how neeef- 
fary it was to conceal it ; of which he was 
convinced .by the refolute behaviour of. fome of 
the barons, However, towards thqr decline 
of his life, he began to ati with lefs referve 
in that refpe& ; and having procured from 
Remc a difpenfation of his oath, in regard to 
the two charters, he by virtue of a grant 
from thence levied rhe tenth of all ecclefiaiti- 
cal revenues for two years ; in confideration 
of which, the pope rcferved to himfelf the 
firit-fruits of all the benefices. Here one 
would imagine, that the chief men of the 
clergy were concerned in the greatefi degree 
to prevent any innovation of this kind, which 
Co particularly afE&ed their own body ; but 
$I t&s care was taken; that the bifiops Lh%u+d 

C2 have 
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have a fellow-feeling, and therefore they quieG 
ly fubmitted to it : for # A4. of Wejihin- 

Jer tells us, the pope was induced to this 
through the covetoufnefs of the bifhops, who 
fubmitted to this innovation, on condition 
that they might enjoy one year’s profits of all 
vacant benefices -in their gift. At the fame 
time the parliament + chewed a more difin- 
terefled regard for the clergy, than their own 
heads had done, by prohibiting the colIe&ors 
to gather the tax, though the power of the 
king made their prohibitions uklefs. 

Never was the parliament more fenfible of 
the ecclefiaftical yoke, or more ready to come 
to refolutions of putting a ftop to the papal 
oppreGons, than under Edward II. But the 
weaknefs of that king, and the circumitances 
he was in, made all their endeavours tneffec- 
tual. The clergy were fo fatisfied of his 
weaknefs; and Co intoxi’cated with their own 
pride and power, that they committed the 
mofi unparalleled infult and violence to pub- 
lic juftice, the laws of the realm, and therein 
to the whole nation. Adam Orlfion $, bifhop 
of Hereford, having been indiAed of high- 
treafon, for being concerned with Mbrtimer 

earl of March in his open rebellion-; the arch- 

* Mat. Wejn. 457. t Rapin. $ N’$hg. p. I I 9. 

” . bishops 
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&hops of Cmterbury, Yirk, and Dublin, with 
kreral of their fuffragans, came to the bar, 
and by force took him away, threat&g to 
excommunicate ali that fhould oppofe them, 
and proceed againfi him : and this they did 
under pretext of the canons * of the church, 
though the benefit of the clergy, however they 
had found means of late to extend it, was 
never allowed to reach to high-treafon againit 
the king. And all this was done in defence 
of a man the mofi abandoned by every vir- 
tue, and of whofe charafier nothing can con- 
vey a more perfeEt idea, than his own ‘order 
afterwards to the keepers of the unhappy 
&iwusd : at Giiwardum tccidere nolito iimere 
‘4 bonum ej.” 

’ Under Edward III, (molt eminently the 
befi and greatefi of our princes, who unde- 
niably deferves thofe encomiums given him 
by hiftorians, which flattery, or want of dif- 
cernment, made them too apt to befiow on 
others) more vigorous methods were taken 
by the king and parliament, to deliver the na- 

\ tion from the fo long complained of papal op- 
preGons. With that intent the fiatutes of 
provifors and praemunire were ena&ed : the 

. firfi to prevent the court of Rome from dir- 

* See lo1.d Coke’r zd I..). p. 634, ami 63~~ 

pofng 



30 The~.Pil-l.us gf PREBSWRAFT 

pdkg ..d ecclefialtical benef&s csntrafg. ta 

the l-$&t of the king, or any other perfon: the 
f&ond to prevent the fubj&s of England car- , 

rye&g ,caufes- to any foreign or other cduft, the 
cognizance of which belonged to the kin&s 
tplirts. However, notwithitanding thefe pre- 

can&on& we find the grievances ftill continued, 
and the pope exa&ed as a tax from ecdefia- 
Cal dignities, cc five * times as much as the_ 
CC t& of all the profits that appertained to the 
f’ king,by the year of this whale realm,” Ac- 
cordingly we find hardly any meeting of pa&t-. 
ment in this reign, in which thefe grievances 
are not complained of, notwithitanding the 
Batutcs made, -and fo frequently confirticd $ur 
preventing them. 

Mow when we confider the unahimofis and 
Conflant opinion of both king and parliament 

on this head, and the vigorous refolutions, 

they fo often came to ; can wto r~fonably ac- 
count, why the meafures taken by them 
fbould prove ineff&ual any other way than 
from the timidity or connivance of the clergy 
themfelves ? Both of which I think appear 
pretty plain, The parliament exprefsly men-~ _ 
tion the firfi, in faying cc + the whole clergy 
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a* -were fo obedient to the pope’s colle&or, that 
.%‘ they did tiot dare difpleare him.” And that 
2&y did more ‘thaa barely connive at appeals 
‘froth the king’s courts, contrary to the’itatute ’ 
-li;f pramunire, appears, in that they themrelies 
‘j+ef%ned to take cognizance 6f appeals from 
:t’hbE courts in their own eccIeGaftical courts. 
‘& ‘Ahd to rtverfe judgment given in the king’s * . . 
‘gk courts, to the prejudice and diIherifon of tht: 
‘.u king tibd i;‘oinmorialty :” as the parliament 
of the twenty-firft of Edward III. recite in their 
complaint. ‘. 

., . . 
y(.pr.. ‘< 

at t e par lamenis ‘i’n &rills r&n were no 
llprs apprehenfive of the power and encroach - 
,ments of the clergy at home, than of the l’ee 
of Rame, appears from the feveral parliamentary 

*- petitions * and refolutions on that head. At 
,&e time we find them praying the king, 
.that remedy might .be had againit the oppref- 
fion oi ordinaries, and their officers. At an- 
other time they made their requefi to the 
king, that (‘ no -f ordinance might be made at 
Cc the petition of the clergy without csnlent 
a‘ b;f parliament, and that no man might be 
‘( bo’iind by any their confiicutions made for 
a their advan take,” 

l Par/. Ro!Z. 25 Ed. III. 
f Parf.. iW. 5 I Ed. III, 

c4 The 
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The ctergy had for fome time pafi intruded 
themfclves into all the great places of trui), 
power, and profit in the fitate, the civil courts, 
and king’s houfhold +. The lords and com- 
mons therefore reprefented to the king, that 
the realm bad long been governed by church- 
men, to the great prejudice of the crown ; and 
therefore required, that for the future the great 
officers of the king’s’ courts might be only 
laymen. 

The juflnefs of there complaints, and of the 
precautions of the parliament, is fully confirmed 
by the cond’u& of the clergy in the following 
reign. Richard II. had not been long on the 
throne, Before they took the advantage of the 
youth and weaknefs OF that prince to pro- 
cure his confent to an ordinance for the im- 
pi-ironing of fuch, as they fhould think fit to 
declare heretics : and this entirely without 
confent of parliament, a mofi notorious out- 
rage, if ever there was any, upon the eita- 
blikd confiitution of this kingdom. But 
what meafures would they not take to deitroy 
a growing fe0, fuch as the EKcli&es, who 
propagated principles of fo damnable a nature, 
as tended to deitroy the temporal grandeur 

* n?i?p.r~. p. 186. kf Pad. Rd. 

and 
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1;‘ aad power of the church ? A dofirine that 
1: iu all ages will never fail being cenfured by 
3 m& of them, as highly heretical. But the 

houfe of commons were fo fenfible of this 
heinous encroachment upon the rights of the 
people, that the ordinance was repealed by the 

’ king next parliament ; and the declaration of 
-the commons on thjs occafion had fo much 

i becoming refolution and fpirit in it, that it 
may not be amifs to fet down their own words, 
“ that * it was never their meaning to be juf- 
“ @ied, and bind ,tJemfelves -and fucceffors 
“- tQ the- p&-tes; ad more than “their -an- 
“ ceoors had done before them.” A refolu- 
tion ever wgrthy to be remembered and fol- 
lowed by all fucceeding parliaments. 

I took notice in the laQ reign, that the 
continued opprefions of the pope, notwith- 
Aanding the repeated refolutions of the king 
and parliament againit them, mufi have been 
owing to the connivance of the clergy: the 
foliowing inltance under Richard, is a further 
and full confirmation of their backwardaefs 

! to retrench any of the pretended prerogatives ’ 
9f the fee of Rome. 66 The t archbifiops 
M of Canierbury and York for themfeefves, 

c5 I‘ and 
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6‘ and the whole clergy of their province, 
6‘ make their folemn protefiation in open par- 
&C liament, that they in no wife meant OF * 
‘6 would a&nt to any fiatute or law made 
“ in reltraint of the pope’s authority, but 
4‘ utterly ulithfiood the fame.” 

The following profiitution of the clergy, (an 
expreihon aptly made ufe of) and their fupe- 
rior talents in doing with a better grace the 
very..fame profligate and flavilr jobs, in which 
the laity have at any’ time epually concurred, 
is worth obierving from a paffage in an hi; 
ffor!an that treats of that reign. When 
RiAzrdfI. had at laff by corruption, or put- 
ting out fuch returning officers, whofe com- 
ylaifance for his defigns he fuf’pe&ed, got a 
parliament chiefly packed up of fuch perfons, 
as he. knew would be at his devotion, (the 
firfi, if I miflake not, that was openly pro- 
ured 

& 
in that manner ;) after the fefion was 

opened by a time-ferving fpeech of the bifhop, 
of Exrter, it was propofed by the king’s mi- 
niflers, that the a&s of grace paired nine years 
before in favour of certain lords, who had op- 
pored the king in his attempts upon the pub-, 
lit * liberty, fhould be repealed. The pre-. 
lates without any hefitation not only gave 
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their afint, but, by the exprefion of the hi- 
fioiian, feemed to have ufed arguments to fiz& 
thofe a&s to be revocable : upon which,, 
fSys he, the temporal lords feeing the clergy; 
+pro&d’ of it, gave alfo their affent, m’orc 
induced{ id it through fea’r of the kixig, than any- 
oon’vi&tion of their minds. Now though theia. 
concurrence ia abfolutely inexcufable ; yet the 
reader, I believe, will agree with me in ob- 
ferving a manifeff difference in their behat- 
viotir. For the clergy, no reacon is aiIigned< 
by the hifiorian, but their forwardnefs in the, 
a%& fie& abandoned’ like-that of men l&c- 
ney’d in profiitution ; the other have the ex- 
atn$e of the clergy, and the fear of the 
king mentioned as ddtermining them; #‘AZ’ 
that I may not be thought to have exagge- 
rated this matter, I will give the reader WuG 
Jnghm’s own w/ords, 

‘C. Hi importunir ._ rlmmid‘~s ptit&nt .@t 
u chart& perdoG2tio fiiwn in pFimis revoraren- 
‘6 tur kf annullarentur, j$er quibtis. requifiti 
6c prdlati de j2cilr indicorunt tale; rbartas~ 
CC for& reuocabi!es, n’n at:etrdlnfes quod hu-- 
b3 jus gratiu3 rtvoratio perfona regis maximu 
d‘ repugnabat ;. cum mi~er~ardia yft jZii re- 
c;r gulis ronjrmatio, W qtai tokit mi/eri4*ordi- 
c6 am, to/lit foL’i* regal& fimamentum; CON- 
: &pent& damhi: kmporales videl;tes. a&2. 

6 6 ~6‘-&m 
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Gc j.kn h-i, cen/uerunt & ip/ hujur chartuf 
66 annullandas, mogis timore regis dih?‘, quarry 
cG mentium ‘ralione,” 

Glorious pre-eminence of the clergy, eveti 
in a parliament compofed of men culled out 
from amongfi the whole people for fcrvility 
and corruption ! 

Henry IV. a haughty defigning prince,, who 
though he owed his crown purely to a par- 
liamentary r@ht, yet ever aft;efte&-to build his 
claim on other foundations, not only weak, 
but abfolutely falfe, was f&GbIe,, that he had 
againfi him’ a powerful fa&on in the king- 
dom, and that his conduA was fuch, as 
could not fail adding tQ the number of his 
enemies. 

His policy in taking all methods, and being 
mofi vigilant to fecure th.e poffeiron of his 
crown, was the mof’i diflinguiffiing qualifica: 
tion of his genius : and he had too much 
difcernment not to fee, how necefiry it was 
for carrying on his ends to have the clergy 
firmly in his interefi. That body was now 
become more than ever wealthy, powerful, 
and infolent. Accordingly, E&-y made it a 
maxim, to do nothing, which might d&oblige 
them, but to take every opportunity of tefii.- 
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a regard for their interef). He knew 
by that means, however ill he ufed his other 
fubje&s, he kould frill f;referve the reputation 
of a pious prince, zealous for the caufe and 
honour of God, which could not!buF greatIy 
contribute to bafle any oppofitio”fi to his 
meafures, The clergy had all along fo con- 
nived at the pretenfions of the court of Ron+ 
that the endeavours of former parliaments to 
put A fiop to that abufe, proved ineffe&ual. 
The people groaned for a reformation ; there- 
fore, though, the king was ob.&ed .at firit in 
compliance with his parliament to revive‘the fia- 
tutes of pramunire, yet never was the breach 
of them more winked at, than in this reign, 
T o give the eccIefiaiticks a more public in- 
France of his zeal, Henry at their petition 
procured the bloody aA to pafs in ’ parliament 
for the burning fuch as they should declare 
heretics. Immediately the poor Lollards, 
who had incurred their unrelenting difpieafuro 
for broaching qoctrines repugnant to their 
temporal grandeur, are without mercy del- 
vcred td the flames ; and thi churches found 
with the encomiums of a king,, who had’ given 
fuch unqueffionable proof of his. piety and 
zeal. 

But a parliament, that met fome time after, 
had not the fame complaiiance for the cl‘ergy. 

This 
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This was that which by *lay of reproach, they 
have ctiled the illiterate parliament, reprefent- 
iug them as a fet of men chofen according to 
ahe king’s private letters, merely on account 
of their ignorance ; an error mofi people fixed 
and among& the refi a very eminent man in: 
our law t, has been led into. But there let- 
ters were in reality writs of fummons, in 
Which there were dire&ions, in purfuance of 
a Statute made in Edward IlId’s time, ex- 

_ &ding ali &e&s and .gra@i@g iawyers from; 
being ele&ed : the reai’on Gf wh&h- &a& ‘&at 
/uch procured themfelves to be eleCted merely to 
Grve views of their own,,and did not faithfully, 
d&barge their duty to their’ cbtiriiry. inffead) 
therefore of looking upon this parliament in the 
Eght, in which it has been reprefented, we area 
tb confider it as compofed of horieit, difintereit; _ 
ed country gentlemen, who having no private 
views to ferve, came up fraught with the fen- 
timents of thofe they reprefented, who im- 
patiently wished to fee themfelves freed from 
the‘ ecclefiaflical yoke. 

Accordingly, when the king, laying his ne- 
e&tics before them, demanded an aid, they 
Pemonfirated’ the hardhip of burthening his 
&rbje&s with further taxes, when at the lame 
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time the clergy, contributed nothing to the 
necefities of the fiate, though poKefled of th& - 
third part of all the lands in the kingdom 3 
wallowing, to the ncglefi of their duty, ia 
h~u~ury and idler&s : that therefore it was their 

. de&e that his wants ihr>uid be fupplied out 
of the ecclefiafiical revenues, as not only jufi; 
and agreeable to the Gxtiments of the people, 
but in the main of real f&vice to the church 
i&elf. 

W.e may eafi-ly imagine, what treatment a- 
propofitiaD of &hi%’ kid. met -with from the 
clergy. The’ f archbifhop of Camedrlry, 
who was prefent, could not forbear treating 
the commons in the mofi arrogant and ini 
folent manner : he even told r-hem in a mena- 
cing way, no attempt of that fort should be 
offered the church without impunity, and that 
it Should be at their peril if they feized any 
of, its revenues j that for his part he woai& 
‘fooner lc& his.life thab fcg-$ deprived of! 
them. _ 

i 
L ,’ *-# A’ r bT i o&.&. 4, vd: < 

The king, in purfuance of the maxiin he 
had laid down, to keep well with the clergy, 
mok this opportunity to affure the adrbifbop, 
of his refolution to maintah the church in: 

its. 
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its full poffefions, and of his defire rather to 
increafe than diminifh its fplendor. The 
commons, not intimidated by the threats of 
any dignified church-nian, went on and pre- 
pared a bill for fupplying the king’s neceifities 
out of the revenues of the church ; but when 
the bill came to the lords, they refufed their 
concurrence, through the cabals of the bifhops, 
who had gained a confiderable party in that 
houfe, for having oppofed the commons not 
long before in a laudable d$gn they had 
of fupplying the king’s wants, by *a revocation 
of feveral lands alienated from the crown by 
grants in the late reign, and fquandered upon 
favourites, td the great impoverifhing of the 
crown, and burthening the people; which 
revocation would greatly have affeaed feveral 
peers, who at that time were in pofifion of 
fuch lands. Here we fee the bifhops, oppof& 
in- genetai~--of every ftep taken for the P ea e 
of the fubjefi, and treating the reprefentativc 
body of the whole people in parliament with 
infolence, ill language, and threats for the 
attempt. 

Though the commons were difappointed: 
this time in their defign, yet the grievance was 
too generally felt, and a redrefs tom much de- 
fired by the people for them to fit down dif- 
mayed at this repulfe, In a parliament aRem- 

bled 
a , c-i 
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bled fome time after they renewed thejr for- 
mer infiances in regard to the clergy’s revenues ;- 
the confequences alfo of the itature againfi the 
LoZZurdr obtained by influence and cabal were 
now known to be fo terrible, that they like- 
wife delired a repeal of it; at leait an amend- 
ment. As to their firit infiances, they fet forth, 
that the king might eafily feize out of the re- 
venues of theecclefiaiticks, what would be fuf- 
ficient to provide in a moft ample manner 
for fifteen earls, fifteen hundred knights, fix 
thoufand two hundred efquires, and a hun- 
dred hc$pitals. . But they had themortifG.atioa 
to have their remonfirances meet with no bet- 
ter fuccefs with the king, who was now more 
than ever confirmed in his refolution of being 
well with the church. Therefore he not only 
refufed his afint, but did it in a moit arbitrary 
manner, forbidding them for the future to 
prefume to meddle with fuch affairs *; and 
as for the itatutes againft the Lo&a’s, he was 
Co far from allowing any mitigation, that ‘he 
faid he could wifh they were made more ri- 
gorous. To pleafe the ecclefiafiicks it ill fur- 
ther with an open affront upon the commons, 
he affe&ed at that time to fign a warrant for 
the burning of a poor Lollard, who f‘uffered 
death with great refolution. 

If 
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moved the leffening the clergy’s r&enues was 
Mled unlearned, it may well be fuppofed this 
tiet with no better treatment, %‘he names 
of Lullavd and fi~&c were plentifully be- 
flowed : they were fnt forth as a fet of men 
who were for the delIruL’tion 6f religion U&If. 
They were however lo fenfible of their ill 
ufage, that upon the king’s demanding a power 
to levy a fubfidy during life, though the parlia- 
ment fhould not fit, they b&Iy tifufed’it him; 
The commons would alfo have denied him A 
{upply for his prefent occafions, fince he had 
not thought proper to receive it by the me- 
thods they propofed, had not the king forced 
thetn to a compliance by the f&ne arbitrary 
burner, which he had fucceeded in once before ; 
tfiat %+a~, by keeping them i’itting, till the incon- 
+&ience of not being difmiffed, obliged them 
to conlent to his demands : a II& reintirkable 
abufe of prerogative, and tending to deff roy 
all freedom in their refolutions ! But notwith- 
ffandlng &is, fit: had done enough in ‘this 
meeting to be looked tlmn as the champion 
iif r*eligion, and dtirling of its priefis. We 
tind him cried up by them as a prince endued 
with mildnefs, piety, and every virtue ; though 
whoever will carefully look into that reign, 
will find his condu& berfe&ly tyrannical, and 

ml-k 
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mofi ungrateful in a prince, who had no other 
title to his crown than the (good-will+of the 

9 people, and free gift ofparliament, whofe rights 
he ever tried to fubvert. To conclude there- 
fore with Mr. Rapin’s obfervarions on this 
,reign : , u When I confider (fays he) the ex- 
(3 cefive commendations beitowed on that 
“ prince, I cannot help fufpeCting, that the 
“ glory of being the firit burner of here- 
“ tics, and of protefiing the clergy againfi 
ic the attempts of the ho& of commons, 
zc were the main fprings of all their enco- 
a‘ miums. It is well known, the-sclefiafiics 
“ are as zealous in praihng their benefaoors, 
kc as in blackening their oppofers.” 

No fooner was Henry IV. dead, than tbs 
clergy determined to fecure themfelvcs for the 
future againfi all attempts to 1efTe.n their re- 
venues, by taking advantage of the corn+ 
plaifance, that is ufually met with from young 
princes in the beginning of their reigns. They 
did not doubt, but fiich attempts had been 
greatly promoted by the doorine of the Lol- 
lards. Therefore as thofe principles were coun- 
tenanced by feveral men of the great& rank, 
and highefi eiteem of any in the kingdom, they 
refolved to lay the ax to the soot of the tree, 
&d by boldly attacking the patrons of the 
feA, deter all others from prefuming to ad- 

VanCB 
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Vance any propofitions, which they kould dir- 
approve of, that might render them liable 1 to 
be fufpefied of WSJQe principles, In pur- 
firance of this refolution, the archbishop of 
Canterbury waited on the king, and repre- 
fented to him the great growth of hereby, 
which could not fail drawing down the wrath 
of heaven on the kingdom ; and the glory it 
would be to a young monarch to begin his 
reign with engaging in the caufe of God, by 
defending the church from heretics, for which 
heaven would certainty crown all his under- 
takings with fuccefs. Thus iaid NeJorius 
once to the younger 7hodGfw; 4‘ Give me, 
“ 0 emperor, the earth weeded from here- 
“ tics, and I in my turn will give you hea- 
6‘ ven ; deBroy with me the heretic, and I 
6‘ uill deftroy the Pcr/ian with you.” Tk 
archbtfhop then informed him, that Sir y&li 
QldcaJle, baron of C’obham, a domefiic of hi3 
*own, was the mofi open abetter of the doarine 
of the Lo&n-ds * ; and therefore he defired, he 
might be allowed to proceed -againit him with 
the utmofi feverity and rigour. 

The king anfwered him in fuch a manner, 
as hewed, he was far from approving of force 
for reclaiming people from errors in religion ; 

but 



and ORTHODOXY&~~B. 45 

but however told him, that if he could not by 

talking to Sir yohn Oldca)le refiore him to 
the right way, he would then give leave for a 
procefs againit him. * , 

This lord was a man the moit efieemed of 
any in the kingdom, and particuIarIy dear to 
the king, as h%&gham the monk owns, for 
his confummate probity. Notwithfianding, the 
king finding him unmoveable as to his opinions, 

‘no longer oppored the clergy’s requeit, and 
he was accordingly condemned to be burnt, 
thdugh for’ fome time he avoided fufferiag the: 
fentence by an efcape out of prifon, 

The king in his difcourfe with the arch- 
bishop had difcovered too much moderation 
in his opinions, for the clergy to be able to 
have their full defire upon their enemies, ef- 
pecially as he did not feem very follicitous to 
have Oldca/?Ie retaken. It was their intereit 
(fays Rapin) that the king fhotild have other ’ 
fentiments more agreeable to the barbarous 
zeal, with which eccleGaitickB are generally 
animated. In order thereto they reprefenied 
the Lolia.rds as men, that not only fought the 
defiruflion of the efiabliked church and reli- 
gion, but even of the king’s perfon and itate 
itfelf., To confirm him in fuch a belief, they 
fathered upon them a more abfurd and fenfe- 
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le$s, plot, th,an ever was invented bytt;,mu& 
p,rafligate dm employed by tPhe2Fruelk& 
of the Roman emperors for fuch pm-p&es. 
The poor Lollards, fince a * proclamation the 
king had made to fupprefs their afimblies, 
had continued their meeting with great fe- 
crqcy in woods, and other unfrequented placeg 
in the country for the worfhip of God in 
their own manner. Upon there occafions 
fame of them chore St. GzleJ’s jillds near L~nr 
&n where they thought to be concealed by 
b&q and fhrubs, that grew there : buk be- 
ing difcovered by the clergy, the king was 
tmmediately told, that OL!C~I~P at the head 
of twenty thoufand Lolards were in the fields, 
with a defign to kill the king and his brothers, 
and all the lords fpiritual and temporal, who- 
were not their friends. Alarmed at this in- 
formation, Henry, who was at El/ham, im- 
mediately marched to London to attack this 
powerful bo.dy of c&pira,torp. He arrived 
about midnight, and finding about fourfcore 
perions, fell upon them, and killed about 
twenty, and took moit of the reft prifoners, 
The poor wretches, knowing how liable they 
were to the infults of their perfecntors, had 
unfortunately brought arms with them, which 
probabiy ferved as a pretence to convince the 

king . 
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kiqg of the defign ; and that their accu&&r) 
might have the greater weight, means *were 
found by threats or promifes to prevail with 
fame to confefs the faa, though the abfurdity 
was unfurmountable to;,every confidering qan, 
For initead of twenty thoufancJ to execute Co 
great a defign, there were only a few- mean 
people, with none of, great rank ; and as for 
OidcaJle himfelf, he was not prefent. But 
it feems the clergy gained a great point by it, 
in rendering the Lof!alds odious to the king; 
and obtaining a vail price to be fet on O,flr- 
cajle’s htad, w ho was foon after. ta&qg, and 
fell a facrifce to their malice and cruelty. The 
wh& behaviour of Henry towards rhis great 
man gives us. no advantageous idea of the inte- 
grity of that prince, Gnce he atied intirely in 
oppofition to his own declared fentiments, and 
faclificed a man, he had the greacefi efteem for ; 
to WI ich he couid have no other motive than 
tCJ g,iin the clergy to his interefi, and to pre- 
vent from them any interruption in the ambitious 
projefls, he was probably at that time medita- 
ti,og As to the pretended confgiracy, he had 
too muth fenfe really to credit it, the abfur- 
dity of which, if not at firit, yet he certainly; 
foon afrer muft have been conviu<ed of, though 
he had never the ingenuity to own it, or aQ 
accordil:gly Sir Rohtt Cst!oa, in his abridg- 
merit of the pailiament.rolls, fpeaking of the 

iarliar 
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parliament that met at this time, in which 
the Loflards were f’o perfecuted, makes this 
remark. ‘6 The clergy, at this their own 
(I‘ parliament, ceafe not to rage and roar af- 
“ ter chriflian blood, tanquam leoms YU- 
CC gientes ; and whofoever did the fault, they 
“ put John Porter in the frocks, and cried, 
46 crucify &-t/i, and deliver us BarraLas ; for 
6‘ now all horrible mifchiefs whatfoever were 
‘( imputed to the poor Lo/lards.” 

Bihop * Burnet, in h!s ‘hiflory of the refor- 
mation, tells us, the difingenuous and‘inhuman 
way, the clergy had, of dealing with the Lo/- 
lards : 6‘ which was in their proceedings againit 
5‘ them always to mix fame capital errors, 
‘6 which all chrifiians rejeCted, with thofe, for ’ 
(6 which they accufed them : and Come parti- 
gr Qulars being p roved,they gave it out, that 
6‘ they were guilty of them all, to reprefent 
4~ them the more odious,” of which he gives 
us fame examples. 

It was not th,k bllardr alone that in this 
reign were convinced of the necefity of lefin- 
ing the revenues of the’church : for a parlia- ’ 
ment, that agreed to the feverefi fiatutes againit 
thofe miferable people, fiewed the greatefi ear-, 
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ecitaefs for reducing the clergy within proper 
bounds. 

It was an aMice of the cIergy at that time 
to confound every body, that oppokd their 
temporal grande.ur, under the general name of 
Lollards, and to render them and their deligns 
odious, they reprefented them as aAing from 
heretical grinciples ; in the fame manner as in a 
latter reign every man, that difcovered any zeal 
for liberty againit the arbitrary defigns of the 
court and church, was branded with the name 
of puritan. And in this I have the concur- 
rence of the learned author lalt mentioaed, 
who tells us, that CC when * the clergy had 
6‘ their authority fortified with fuch fever-e 
‘c laws, they became more cruel and infolent 
‘6 than ever. And if any man .denied them 
“ any part of that refpe&, or of thoCe: advan- 
5‘ rages, to which they pretended, he was pre- 
6‘ fently brongh t under the fufpicioa of her&y, 
‘6 and vexed with imprifoaments, and articles 
6‘ were brought again0 him.” , 

But the parliament I jufi now fpolce of, 
were fo apprehenfive of this artifice, that they 
agreed to every propofal of the clergy for the 
extirpation of what was then called herefy 5 

+ Hik of the refor. vol. I. p, 27, 
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fo that a11 the pulpits in the kingdom found- 
ed their praifes. Therefore, when the com- 
mons prefcnted an addrefs for feizing their re- 
venues, they were thunder-itruck. There was 
no having recourfe to their ufual method of 
reprefenting as Loliards, whomfoever they dif- 
liked ; fo that they had no way of diverting 
the impending danger, but by animating the 
young king to a war with Fra;itcr, and in or- 
der to carry it on, to compound for the refig- 
nation of the alien priories. Though of all the 
numerous and bloody wars, the clergy have en- 
gaged the world in, they may be faid to have 
the befi excufe for this ; yet 1 cannot think the 
archbilhop’s fpeech on the occafion quite 
agreeable with the peace making charafier of 
a chriitian divine, hwfoever it might have 
appeared from the mouth of an enterprizing 
fta tefman. 

From this time to that of Henry ViII. the 
kingdom was ii, much engaged in other f mat- 
ters, that we have few or no accounts of the 
proceedings of ecclefiafi,icks worth taking up 
the reader’s time. It is probable they would 
have made great advantages from the weak- 
nefs of Henrys VT. had not Co many troubles at 
court, the war with IGwzc~, and the misfor- 

tunes 
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tunes of this reign, prevented any attention to 
church.affairs. The fame reafons for the molt 
part fubfilted in the following reigns; which 
were alfo taken up with domeflick troubles. 
‘As for Henry VII. his whole thoughts were fo 
employed in maintaining a quiet pofCefGon of 
the crown, of which he was beyond mesfure . 
jealous, and on !loarding up money, that ho 
avoided all occafions of fuch difputes, which 
might have given dilturbance to either. 

During the fir-it eighteen years of his reign, 
king Henry VIII. was a mofi faithful Ton of 
the fee of Rome, as the learned author of the 
hiftory of the reformation tells us, except in 
one matter only, which feemed to lefin the 
greatnefs of the clergy. As this one affair was 
of very great importance, and will ferve fully 
to re’t forth the temper of the clergy at this 
time, and alfo furni!hes us with a molt fla- 
grant infiance of the power they had alTirmed, 
and their molt pernicious and indolent abufe 
of that polker ; I will give the reader as kort 
an account of it, as pofible, from bifhop / zq-- 
net, efpe&l/y, as during the courfe cpC r:iis af- 
fair a fcene of cruelties Came to light to- 
wards a perfon, who hzd offended the eccls- 
fiaflicks, 1~~ hich were. nothing inferior to thoie 
of the mofi illhuman ryranks. 

35 2 fn 
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In the fo_urth Q year of this reign it was 
enaRed iti parliament, that all murderers and 
robbers fhould be derlied the benefit of ciergy. 
Though the reafonablenefs of this law, one 
would have thought, was fufficient to make it 
pa& yet to take off all objefiions there was 
added, that all fuch as were within the holy 
orders of bikop, priefi, or deacon, should be 
excepted ; and it was alfo continued in force 
only till the next parliament. Though this 
gave the greaten fatisfa&ion to the people, the 
clergy were fo offended, that the mofi infe- 
rior perfons, who were any ways related to 
the chur\h, fiould be proceeded againit by the 
laity, that the a& by their oppofition was fuf- 
fered to determine next parliament. But fee 
the effeCts of an ill-judged compliance with 
whatfoever that body of men ihall at any time 
be pleafed to call their privileges : they were 
not f&isfied, that it was fuffered to expire, but 
with great audacioufnefs rerolved to fix a pub- 
lic cenfure oa this aQ of the Jegiflature. Ac- 
cordingly, the abbot of WincheZcomb openly 
preached againit it at 2%. Pml’r crO/j. 

As-this could not fail of making a noife, 
the temporal lords and ho&e of commons con - 

+ Hilt. of the refor. vol. I. p. I 3. 
curred 
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curred in petitioning the king to fupprefs the 
growing infolence of the clergy. Upon this 
a hearing was appointed before the king with 
all the judges and his temporal council. It 
will be too tedious to infert here the particu- 
lars of the difpute, which are to be feen in the 
hiftory of the reformation : but in fhort, Dr. 
StandzJb, who was ecclefiafiical council for 
the king, maintained his arguments againfi 
the immunities of the church with fo much 
reafon, and fo clearly confuted the afirtions 
of the abbot, that all the laity prefent were 
fo confirmed in their former opinions, that the 
bishops were moved to order the abbot to make 
a recantation of his fermon in the place, where 
he had preached it ; but they a:1 flatly refufcd 
to do it, and openly juffified the affertion- ok 
the abbot in every p&t. As this was f;,l- 
lowed by very great heats in parliament, a~ 
affair, that feli out jufi after, made the matter 
to be profecuted itill more warmly tfie Micbal!- 
mus term followiog. 

One Richard Hunnc, a merchant-taylor in 
London, was fued in the eccletafiical court by 
a MiddZejix clerk for refufing a mortuary, 
which the clerk pretended was due to him 
on account of a child of Hunne’s that had 
died five weeks old. AS this fpiritual court 
fat by the legate’s authority, therefore was a 

D3 foreign 
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foreign court, Hww was rdvifed to f’ue the 
clerk in a przmunire. The clergy were touched 
to the quick at this, and ufed all their arts to 
fafkn here@ on Hrrnne ; and having found 
rjGk~$::‘; bible in his cufiody, he was taken 
up, and put in the Loi;l.~r;/s tower at St. Paul’s, 
and had feveral articles of he&y objjefted to 
him by the bishop of Lonrio~. On his ex- 
amination he denied them in the manner 
charged upon him ; but ov,ned he had faid 
Rome things, which might feem to tend thar 
way; for which he was furry, and a&ccl Cod’s 
pardon, and fubmitted to the biihop’s correc- 
tion. For this, fays our author, he should 
have been enjoined penance, and fet at liberty, 
But as he flill continued his fuit in the king’s 
court, hemas ufcd in a barbarous manner; for 
limn after he was found banged in the cham- 
ber, where he was prifoner. This was given 
out to be done by himfelf; but when the 
coroner held his inqueit on the body, PO many 
circumI)ances np~carcd, that made it undeni- 
ably cvidcnt, he was murdered; upon which 
the dead body was acquitted, and the mur- 
der charged upon the officers of the prifon : 
and by other proofs2 they found the bifiop’s 
fumner and bell-ringer guilty of it; and by 
the depofition 0E the fumncr himfelf it ap- 
pcarec’, that Dr. HogiGy, the bithop Len- 

don’s 
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dm’s chancelIor, and he, and the 
did murder him, ,and then hang him 

bell-ringer 

At the fame time the bishop began a new 
pracefs againfi Ilu~ne for herefy ; of which 
being found guilty, he was delivered over to 
the fecular power to be burnt, which was ac- 
cordingly dor,e in Smitbjekd. When judg- 
ment was given, the bithops of Durhnm and 
J,inceln, with many dolors both of divinity 
a:?d canon-law fz.t with the bifilop of Len- 
io~z; Co thnt this (kys our Author) was looked 
on as an a& af the whole clergy, and done 
by common confeent, The intent of this was 
to fiifle all enquiry about the murder; for it 

was Cuppored that when once the deceafed had 
been declared a heretic, no man would be 
io bold as to appear for him. But it fell out 
quite otherwife. The city of Lordou was en- 
raged to the greatefi degree at the cruelty of 
the clergy, and made it a common caufe. 
That a poor fellow for fuing a clerk accordicg 
to law, fhoulci be long imprXoned, and at 
lait murdered, and the reprkch of it cafi 
upon himfelf to defame him, and ruin his 
family; and then to burn the dead body thar 
had been fo ufed, was thought fuch a COW- 4 
piication of crurlries, as f&v Barbarians-ihnd 
ever been guilry of. &.*i 7 6 

i 
m- so 



So that notwithfianding the very great pains 
taken to itop the proceedings, and the endeab 
vours of the cardinal to forbid their going on, 
the thing was fo foul and evident, that they 
were ineffe&ual : and the trial went on, and 
the chancellor and fumner were indiaed as 
principals in -the murder. Hunno’s children 
were alfo reftored in parliament. 

The convocation, which was now fitting, 
finding all this itir made, refolved to call Dr. 
Stand.@ to an account ; whore arguments in the 
affair before mentioned they thought greatly to 
have contributed in railing this flame. When 
he was firfi fummoned, fame articles were ob- 
j&ted to him by word of mouth concerning the 
j !dgl:tg of clerks in civil courts ; but the next 
<iay a bill was delivered to him in writing, to 
which a day was appointed for his anfwer. 

Slondf$S finding they were determined to 
opprefs him, begged the king’s proteAion f& 
what he had done only in difcharge of his 
duty, as his counlel : but the clergy pretended 
to the king, that it was for fomething he had 
iaid in his lebures, which he had read at St. 
PuuI)s and therefore begged him to maintain 
the rights.of the church. On the other hand, 
the temporal. lords and ho& of commons ad- 
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idreffed the king to maintain the temporal ju- 
rifdi&ion, and protee Stnndi@ from the malice 
of his enemies. Upon this the king appointed 
the matttr to be ;irgued at Black-f;-Ynvs, where 
he orderer! his cQuncii @ritual and temporal, 
all thr judges, and Ctime of both houfes. to 
be pi-&n t. ! ii!Cili I!ct relate the argumtnts 
on both licies 11::e; L?l!t :!fter the debate all the 
judges gfi~~‘ their o~i:~ion, that all rhofe of the 
convocal;m , V;!IO did award the citation 
againfi St(:.:!,.‘&%, vtre guilty of a praemunire. 
‘The court then broke up. But at another 
meeting foon after, the king having exprefh’d 
his opinion in favour of Stnnd$, and that he 
was reiolved to maintain the rights of the 
crown and temporal jurifdifiion ; the arch- 
bifhop of Can+evbwy begged the matter might 
be lo long refpited, till they coufd get an an- 
fwer.from the court of Rome, and they would 
then couform themfelves to the laws of the 
land -in whatever was confiftent wirh the law 
of Cod. 7’0 this the king made no anfiver 
then, but upon his command Stand$3 was 
foon after difmifs’d out of the court of convo- 
cation. And the king, not willing to break off 
with the clergy about Hnnne’s affair, came to 
this expedient, that Dr. HoY~~I; who had ab- 
fconded in the archbiihop’s h&fe, (tho’ it was 
pretended he was prifoner there) fince war- 
rants had been out to apprehend him, ihoujd 

D5 render 
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render bin-&If priloner in the king’s bench ; 
where, upon his pleading not guilty, the attor- 
ney-general should acknowledge it, and with- 
draw the indioment ; the king thinking he 
had maintained his prerogative, by bringing 
him to the bar, 

Thus ended this great affair, which though 
far from giving the people in genera1 fatisfac- 
tion, as they thought jultice had not been 
done againit the criminals ; yet it made the 
pretenfions of church-men appear very weak, 
and gave all men t’uch a detefiation of their 
condn&, as difpofcd the public to be well 
pleafed with the alteratizx, that followed in 
this rc,Izn, and every attempt towards reducing 
their power. 

It cnnnot be ftippofed, that a clergy with this 
difpofition would corrntcnance any reformation, 
which at all IcrSned their riches or power; 
accordingly this, which followed in the pre- 
Cent reign, was entilciy Zlgiliilfi the will of the 
greatefi part of tlI&m. It has been jufty ob- 
ferved, there was never any ‘reformation, but 
the ‘clergy was againit. Indeed what was 
done in this reign was more prcperly r”L fe-\V 
lteps towards a reformation, than the thing it- 
ilf; and thol:gh ourwnrd!y mofi of them paid 
a fubmi&on to the Ling’s will in the alierad 

2 I Cons 



tions then made, yet at the fame time we 
find them ufing all their artifices to prevent 
their being carried on to fuch a length, as 
ihould render the breach with Rome irrepara- 
ble. With thofe views, when they had brought 
thcmfelves to own the fupremacy, yet they 
ftill endeavoured to cherish in the king a re- 
gard for the n&t abfurd AoArines of the Ra- 
man church. And leit the few fIeps the 
king had taken towards a reformation, might 
encourage the followers of Luther to be more 
open in promulging their opinions, the greaten 
arts were ufed to make the king difcourage 
them ; and therefore we find perfecution never 
raged with greater violence ind injufiice, than, 
under this reforming monarch. 

For the fame reLxri)n, and in order to make 
the clergy 1eTs fenfihle of the abfurdity of fe- 
veral dotirines of the church, 5nd of the im- 
plicit and fervile obedience claimed by it, 
they endeavoured to fupprefs the tranflation of 

, the bible in this reign ; for it was their maxim, 
to ufe the laity, as Her.o&tx tells us, the Sry- 
thians did their flTves, cL hich was to deprive 
them of their eyes, that they might churn theic 
mafter’s milk with more attention. 

“rherefcre, whatever merit there was in at- 

complifl~ing the reformation, the clergy -have 
x.26 no 
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no pretence to any part of it ; and the few of 
them, that really and with finceiity laboured 
to bring it about, of whom bishop Cra~~cr 
was at the head, were a very inconfiderable’ 
number in refpeA to that whole body. 

And fince I have mentioned that great man, 
upon whofe charaoer fuch encomiums have 
been made, I mufi here own my opinion, that 
if we confider with attention his whole con- 
due, we ihall find fome parts of it, which 
cannot fail very much to leffen thofe ideas, we 
are at firit apt to conceive of him. 

It is far from my intention to derogate from 
the merit of a man fo much celebrated, by 
making no allowances for the frailties of hu- 
man nature, from which it would be unrea- 
fonable to expe&, that he or any man what- 
ever fhould be exempt by the fan&ity of 
his profeifion : and as fuch, I am very willing 
to confider his recantation in the latter part of’ 
his life ; and whatever other flips he might 
have been guilty of, which may be allowed to 
be confequences of human frailty, are readily 
to’be excufed, provided they are mere frailties : 
but we cannot confider in that light fame 
of his afiions. The protefiation, he made at 
his confecration*, when he took his oath to 

* Hifi af the rcfor. vol. 1. p. 1 zg, 
the 
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the pope, was a deliberate aQ; and however 
agreeable it might have been to the maxims of 
canonifis + and cafuiits at that time, was very 
upfuitable to the integrity of his charaLter. 

The taking of oaths with referved mean- 
ings and particular explications, can have no 
other tendency than lo deitroy all faith amongfi 
men. And it was formerly obfervable, that 
the clergy in general too much countenanced 
the taking of oaths with mental refervations ; 
though in j&ice to the prefent clergy, furely it 
muft be owned, they never allow of any p& 
vate explications in what they fubfcribe as 
oeceffary to qualify them for their holy func- 
tion, or on any other occafion, / 

His compliance, as well as that of the whole 
convtiation, with -the king’s will, in annulling 

* In how different a light were oaths confidered 
by the ancient heathens, when at Arbenr, one of 
their greatefi tragedians brought upon himfelf 
the highefi indignation of his audience, by putting 
into the mouth of a worth cbaraaer, a fentimene 
agreeable to the behaviour of this great and pious 
divine. 
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the marriage with Atine of L‘k‘wes, is ex- 
tremely unjuflifi,lble, and not to be excufed by 
the fear of incurring the king’s difppleafure ; 
which, if allowed, will equal!y juftify the 
worit a&ons committed at the commands of 
the mofi unjuit tyrants. The author of the 
hiitory of the reformation fays, cc this * was 
6‘ the greateft piece of compliance that evtr 
6‘ the king had from his clergy :- for as they. 
6‘ all knew there was nothing of weight in 
6‘ that pre-contraa, fo they laid down a moit: 
‘6 pernicious precedent for invalidating all pub- 
6‘ lit treaties and agreements ; fince if one 
‘6 of the parties being unwilling to it, fo that 
‘4 his confent was not inward, he was not 
4‘ bound by it, there was no fafety among 
“ men more.” 

And again2 (6 for that ::i-gument, that was * 
6‘ taken from the want CJ~ confummation, 
(6 they had forgotten what \YSS pleaded on the 
1‘ king’s behalf ten years before, that con- 
4‘ Pent without confummation made a mar- 
&L riage camp leat .-But as the king was re- 
(6 folved on any terms tc get rid of the queen., 
‘6 To the clergy wer- e alfo refolved not to in- 
6‘ cur his diCplenfute; in which they rather 
6‘ fought for reafons to give Tome colour to 
‘6 their fentence, than paKed their judgment 
6‘ upon the Itrengrh of them.” 
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But what alone is fufficient to deflroy the 
great veneration for Cr*c0zmer, is the treatment 
fome Anabaptilts met with in the fucceeding 
reign. As that young prince Edward VI, 
was entirely under the dire&ion of proteftant 
bikops, we might expe& to fee religion put 
on a much more amiable face, when its chief 
reformers were now no longer obfIru&ed by 
that great refiraint and fubmifion, to which 
they were fiibjeoed, by the imperious will ol 
the late king. We might expe& to fee the 
clergy recommending the proteftant religion 
by the reafonablenefs of its dofirines, by 
gentlenefs, moderation, and difinterefiednefs 
in irs teachers, and by the reverfe of a behavi- 
our fo much complained of in the popish church. 
Bnt alas! we fhall Coon find ourfelves miltaken 
in thofe pleafing hopes. The fword of per- 
fecutioh had only changed hands, and, an im- 

plicit compliance with the prefent clergy, was 
likely to be as much claimed, as ever it had 
been by the church of Rome. The young 
king, in whole difpofition good-nature ’ was as 
prevalent as his good fenfe, was lhocked at 
this unexpeoed behaviour in the proteflant 
clergy ; and being preffed to fign a warrant 
for-the burning a poor frantic AnabaptifI wo- 
man, could not at firfi be prevailed with to 

do 
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do it, 6‘ but * thought it a cruelty too lik,e that 
‘6 they had condemned in papiits, to burn any 
<‘ for their confciences.” And when at iafi, 
by the fophiflical arguments of good bishop 
Cranmer, he was rather filenced in his ob- 
je&ions, than kcisfied in his compliance, 6‘ he 
6‘ fet his hand to the warrant with tears in 
‘(* his eyes, raying to Ct-aamer, that if he 
“ did wrong, fince it was in fubmifion to 
6‘ his authority, he fhould aoiwer for it 
6‘ before God.” 

It is plain from hence, that perfecution for 
opinions in religion was never diiliked by our 

clergy, and we might probably have ften it at 
as great a height in this,, as in the fuccecding 
reign, had it not been extremely impolitic to 
farnifh the vail number of enemies the re- 
forination then had in the kingdom, with the 
power of retorting the fame objeQion againit 
the proteitant religion, that had been fo fuc- 
cefsfully urged againit popery. Indeed it is 
pretty extraordinary, their policy fhould buffer 
the clergy to give thofe open proofs of thek 
difpofition which they then did: but it is at 
the Came time a very powerful argument OF 
that diPpofi tion, fince neither policy, which 
generally much governs ecclefiaftics, nor the 

+ Hifi, of the refer. vol. zr pa I 12. 
coa- 
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,confideratioa of what they themfeIves had fd 
Jately felt, could prevail on them entirely to 
fbpprefs it, even in thofe early days of their 
power. And though the legifiature has wifely 
thought fit to pare their talons fince ; yet in 
fame later reigns, when any of our princes 
have through weaknefs or ill defigns countenan- 
ced their ufurped power, we find it employed 
with no lefs ieverity than formerly againit all, 
that feemed to difapprove of it; and though 
they could not extend it againit the lives of 
fuch, yet they have done it to the greatefi de- 
gree rgainlt the liberty of their perfons, their 
charaaers, and fortunes, 

The fucceeding reign of queen h’ivy, in 
which the church of Rome was again upper- 

moft, is an inftance of the miferies of a fiate 
governed by a woman, over whore pafions 
bigotry, and a falfe zeal for religion, had the 
whole afcendant., She delivered herfelf up to 
her confelfor, 4‘ and + was as much addifted 
‘6 to the humours and interek of the cIergy, 
a‘ as they could wifh.” The intereft of the 
ftate was entirely negleaed, Calai~, which 
had been for ages maintained, and was the 
lalt monument of our former vi&tories in 
Francr, acquired at the expance of fo much 

blosd 
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blood and treafure, was now loll: and as 
this properly may be confidered as a reign 
of priefts, we never find one more mean and 
contemptible, 

The reformation, which was re- eitnbliIhed 
under queen’Eliztllelh, met with the fame op- 
pofition from the majority of the clergy, that 
it had formerly. It would be foreign to the 
defign of thele few f?leets, to enter iii:0 an ac- 
count of the partrculdr fieps taken in that af- 
fair ; but it was obfervable, rhe clcr?y for the 
IJlOfi part made it a li-iZl\iiX Co give WhAt Op- 

pofition they could to the reformation : but as 
ibon as any iteps towards it were fettled by 
pariinmentary authority, they choCe to recon- 
cile them to their coniciences, notwithfiand- 
ing * the difapprobation they had exprelfed, ra- 
ther than quit their preferments. But though 
the reformed religiou may from this reign be 
laid to be perfeoly fettled in the kingdom, 
we fiall be very much deceived, if we expefi 
to find any great amendment in its clergy. 
We Ihall foon perceive much of the old leaven 
Ml remaining. The fame purfuit of wealth, 
power, and independency was itill refolveci 
upon : but as all changes in gc,vernment pro- 
duce the fiJrne in politics, ij their fchemes 

* Hifi of the refer. 
for 
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accomplishment of their defigns were 
little altered ; and this like fubtle po- 
they did not fail to do. I 

T 
It now became more neceKary than for- 

merly for the clergy to pay their court to tem- 
poral princes. In order thereto, we fllall find 
them deviling new do&rines pernicious to the 
happinefs and liberty of mankind, and from 
being the janizaries of the papacy, as they are 
aptly Oiled by a grest author, become thofe 
of arbitrary power, as we ihall fully fee theq 
in the following .reign. And the event hq 
pro&d the prophecy, in a letter imputed to the 
famous M~lch,‘az~l, ‘our too true, where ipeaking 
of’ the ml!eries brought upon mankind, and the 
corruption of religion by the ecclefidfiics, which 
called for a thorough reformntion, we find 
there words : ‘* * I would not be underflood 
“ to difluadc anv from hououring true apofio- 
6‘ lical teachers,-when they &all be eGabliffle$ 
“ SlIlYq$t us, and from qllowing them (eve0 
SC of right, and not of alms or courtefy) fuch 
CC emoluments, as may enable them chearful- 
CC 1 Y to perform the duties of their charge, to 
LC provide for their children, and even to ufe 
“ hofpitality, as they are commanded by St. 
a( Pd. . But this I will prophefy, that if 
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princes fhall perform this bufinefs (meaning 
a reformation) by halves, and leave atip 
root of this cstergy or prieficraft, as it rioti 
is amongfi us ; or if that famous reformer 
fled lome years Gnce out of r’icardy to Gene- 
va, who is of fo great renown for learning 
and parts, hall not in his model wholly exd 
tirpate this fort of men; then, I fay, I mufi 
foretel, that as well the magifirate, as this 
workman, will find the&elves deceived in 
their expetitation, and that the leafi Jibra of <./I 
this plant will over-run again the whole i 
vineyard of the Lord, and turn to a diffufive 
papacy, in every diocefe, perhaps in every. 
par%” 

Whoever impartially confiders the reign of 
James I. cannot but difcover, that the arbi- 
trary notions which that weak and felf-fuffi- 
cient prince had got into his head, were 
greatly promoted by the difcourfes and excef- 
Gve flattery of the clergy: and it was from 
thofe principles, all the miferies this kingdom 
foon afterwards felt, have entirely proceeded. 

The doArine of unlimited paffive obedience 
to princes is a plant purely of protenant 
growth ; I mean, of protefiant priefi-craft : 
or at leafi if it had ever a being before in 
the brain of any enthufiaftical or interefied 

p&At, 
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pricfI, the clergy of the reformed church of 
England may claim the fole honour of hav- 
ing cherished, and brought it to perfefiion. 
How much foever the clergy had hitherto 
contributed towards the opprefions of the peo- 
ple, yet we never find they had the impudence 
to maintain it was a part of religion and 
their duty to fubmit to them, till there times 
1 am fpeaking of. 

The firit ufe they made of this difpoftion in 
king James I. was to render the puritans more 
obnoxious to him ; towards whom already he . 
was far from being well inclined, though he had 
formerly declared quite the contrary in Scot- 
kurd, Their different opinions in regard to 
.the hierarchy rendered them extremely odious 
40 the bishops, and they dreaded the growth 
of their opinions more than thofe of popery 
I&elf, as appears by their condu& through- 
out this reign. The bifhops therefore repre- 
fented the puritans as men, whofe principles 
were defirufiive to monarchy, no lefs than to 
the government of the church by bithops ; a 
charge, that could not fail confirming a prince 
of his fentiments in his averfon towards them. 

Tn a confef ence * appointed at this time for 
form’s fake between the bishops and puritan 

mini- 
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minifiers, the archbifllop of Canterbwy (a mo- 
derate man reckoned, as times went) did not 
ccruple trj make ufe of an expref?ion of flattery 
to the king fo high-iirained, as to be almofi 
blafphcmous ; for, upon the king’s replying 
himfelf to the objefiions of the minifiers, he 
cried out he verily hzlicved it was by the fpirit 
of God, the king fpoke what he then did. 

But it was not by words alone, that the 
bifllops flattered the king, ;,nd fiewed their 
approbation of his arbi:rary principles. Arch- 
bishop Bancl if ‘, like a true high-flying church- 
man, was refolved to lead the way in an at- 
tempt to ‘make the laws depend on the fole 
will of the king. Fe *-therefore in the name 
of ail the clergy exhibited to the king in 
council articles containing twenty-five pre- 
tended grievances, which he d&red might be 
reformed in granting prohibitions from the 
CM coul tS. ‘The archbishop could not but 
know, that in fuch cafes the judges atied ac- 2 
cording to the fixed laws of the land ; and 
that if there was any hardfhip in their pro- 
ceedings, they cc uld not be reformed but by 
authori:y of parliament. But the archbifhop’s 
drift in this conduEt was to point out a me- 
thod !o others of appiying immediately to the 

* See Ccke’s artiru!i cleri, zd init. 
king, 
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king, without regarding the parliament, in 
t&ngs, that were undeniably within their ju- 
riCdi&ion ; which opportunity, he imagined, 
king James would readily have embraced, by 
which alio the clergy would have gained a 
point, they could n’ot have expe&ed from the 
juflice and wifdom of the whoIe Iegiflature. 
It is not improbable, but the king might have 
been gained to their caufe, had it not been 
for the unanimous and firenuous oppofition 
d the judges, who reprecented rhe illegality 
of the archbithop’s requefi, and the dan- 
gerous confequences, that might happen from 
it. 

Soon afterwards two books were publicly 
Iicenfed ; the one wrote by Dry Cm-e/, pro- 
felfor of civil Jaw at Cambridp, and vicar- 
general to archb;lhop Buncr$t; the other by 
one Dr. Blackwood, a clergyman, in which 
were p&ages in favour of the mofi extrava- 
gant maxims of arbitrary *‘power. The &it 
bid dowh there three principles. 

IJ), That the king was not bound by Iaws, 
or his coronation-oath. 

+ R pin, vol. 2, p. 176. 
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zd+, That the king was not obliged to 
calt a parliament twake laws, but might do 
it alone by his abfolute power. 

3dly, That it was a great favour to admit 
the conrent of the fubjeAs in giving fubfidies. 

There principles were fo grofs, that evea 
the king found himfelf obliged to forbid the 
xeading thofe books, by proclamation, in order 
to prevent the j&ice of parliament upon the 
authors, 

The fucceKor of the archbifhop jufi men- 
tioned, indeed proved a man of more modera- 
tion in his principles, than is ufually met with 
in church men : but as fuch a temper made 
him un&t for promoting the defigns of his 
brethren, we find him always hated and 
branded by them. He could not approve of 
the rigour ufed to direnting protefiants, at the 
fame time that the Rumat, Catholics were 
openly tolerated by the king, and winked at 
by the clergy, contrary to the declared laws of 
the realm : his + letter to the king on this oc- 
cafion, and the freedom he uIes in condemn- 
ing the difpenfing by proclamation with the 
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eltabliIhed laws, will ever redound to his ho= 

nowr ; notwithfianding the periecution and ill 

ufage he met with from his brethren, who 

Arove to reprecent him as a puritan; a name 

at this time indifcriminately made ufe of, not 

only towards the prefbyteriaas, but likewife 
towards all fuch, who did not approve of the 

notions countenanced by the king, and propa- 

gated by the clergy, nay even towards thofe, 

who expreIied any diflike of the libertinifm, or 

fafhionnble vices of the age. 

As the fruit of the feeds fown in this reign 

came to their full maturity in the following I 
one, 1 will dwell no longer on this than jufi 
to obferve, that if the reader pleafes to fee a 

fpecimen of true prieflly penegyrick carried 

on to the moIt ridiculous and fulfome extra- 

vagance, he may meet with it in an extra& 

of the fermon preached at king James’s funeral, 

printed in + Rujhworth. 
- 

Under Char(cs I. the fpir-it of our church- 

men difplayed itfelf without rererve in its molt 

lively colours, and fhipt of all difguife what- 

loever. By their means Endland WJS on the 

brink of being enflaved by the king, and clergy 
at the fame time. The views the church had, 

t Vol. 1. &160. 

v 0 L. II. E mani- 



74 TbPillars of PRTESTCRAFT 

manifefily appeared as early as the coronation 
of the king. The form of that ceremony 
was compiled chiefly by bishop Lnua’, who 
officiated as dean of &jmin$‘er in the room 
of bishop J#‘Zz’ams lately fallen into difplea- 
iure, and therefore fufpended from that office. 
I will not trouble the reader with feveral fu- 
perititious innovations introduced into the ce- 
remony, which could not but give offence ; 
but: will fet down one parage, which fug- 
ciently chews the fchemes the church had 
formed. 

After the coronation was performed, 
the king condut’3ed by the nobility to the 
throne, this remarkable, and unprecedented 
p&age was read to him. 

‘4 Stand -+ and hold fait from henceforth the 
61, place, to which you have been heir by the 
6‘ fucc&on of your fore-fathers, being now 
‘6 delivered to you by authority of almighty 
‘6 God, and by the hands of us, and al1 the 
‘6. bifhops and fcrvants of God : and as you 
(‘a fee the clergy to come nearer the altar than 
(4 other-p, fo remember that fin all places con- 
u venient) you give them greater honour, 
‘6 that the mediator between God and man 

3 Rrr/R, vol. I. p. zoo. 

“ nwy 



SC may efiablifh you in the kingly throne to 
iC be a mediator between the clergy and laity, 
(C ‘and that you may reign for ever with Jefus 
cc Chrifi, the king of kings/ and lord of 
(6 lords.” 

As the drift of this fpeech is obvious to 
every one, who reads it, I ihall only obferve 
what a profpea there was of the clergy’s ex- 
tending their power to the height of their 
.wi&ess whenever they fhould have a prelate, ! 

- at their head (which foon after happened) that 
aflerted their fuperioritg on fo public, and 
folemn an occafion. 

Since Laud afterwards made fo confiderable 
a figure in this reign, efpecially in the direc- 
tion of all ecclefiafiical affairs, it may not be 
improper to mention the account given of 
him, and his fir-R appearance in the world in 
the late reign by archbifhop A&ot his pre- 
decefli>r. 

SC This man (rayA-+ he) is the only in- 
‘g ward counfellor with Burkingham, fitting 
61 with him fometimes whole hours, and 
u feeding his humour with malice and 
cc fpite. 

t a$?w, vol. I. p, 440, 

E2 a I-lis 
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(‘ His life in Uxfoord was to pick qugrrels 
in the lefiures of the public readers, and 
to advertife them to the then bishop of 
Durham, that he might fill the ears of king 
Jams with difcontent againfi the honeit 
men, that took pains in their places, and 
fettled the truth (which he called purita- 
nifm) in their auditors. 

~4 He made it his work to fee what books 
were in the prefs, and to look over e$Iles 
dedicatory, and prefaces to the reader, to 
fee what faults might be found in them. 

G It was an obfervation, what a fweet man 
6~ this was like to be, that the firit obfervable 
(1 a&, that he did, was the marrying the earl 
6‘ of D. to the lady R. when it was notorious 
6‘ to the worldffhe had another hufband, the 
CC fame a nobleman, who had diverfe children 
6‘ then living by her.” 

We iErzl1 loon fee the clergy did not fail 
profecuting their defigns with vigour, of which 
they had made f* early a difcovery. ‘The 
univerfity of C’unz3; iu’ge, in the beginning of this 
reign, in order to make their court to his mn- 
jeity, took a public occafion to offer a noto- 
rious affront to the reprefentative body of the 

‘whole 1 
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whole people, the cornmans in parliament, by 
chufing the duke of Bmkivgham, at that time 
under an impeachment, for their chancellor. 
Accordingly we find the commons entertained 
the highefi fenfe of this indignity offered them, 
as appears in their an6ver to a meffqe of the 
king’s + on this occafion : though his mr?jefly’s 
efpoufini the part of the univerfity prevented 
their proceeding in a manner, they were other- 
wife inclined to do. 

This parliament was no fooner dirolved, 
w+ich happened in a fhort time, and the king 
determined to furnik himfeV with money by 
loan, and 0the.r illeg4 and opprefive methods, 
but the pulpits founded with the doBrine of 
pafive obedience, and complinnce M’ith the 
king’s commands, without any examination 
of their lawfulnefs. Yl~rliaments were now 
faid to be only ufurpations upon the unlimi- 
ted power of faged majefiy, which alone 
was fufficient to impore laws or taxes on the 
fubje6 by its own authority. Amongit the 
feveral difcourfes on that head, thofe of Dr. 
Sitthrop and Dr. Mtinwaring were par tizulariy 
remarkable. The one preached nt the lent 
aGzes at Northomptm a fel m0n en titled 
apoltolical obedience ; in which he fet forth, 

+ Ru/h. vol. I. p. 373, 

E3 (( that 
c 
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“ that + the prince who is head, and makes 
6‘ his court and council, it i’s his ,duty to di- 
6‘ reA and make laws, Erclr/: viii. 3. he doth 
i L u batJoever pleafu him. Where the w;rJ 
cc of a Ring is, there is pwm, and wbs ma2 
(( lay unto him, what &eJ? lbou ?- 

4‘ If princes command any thing, which 
1< fubje&s may not perform, becaufe it is 
*L againit the laws of God, or of nature, or 
“ impofible; yet fubje&s are bound to un- 
L( dergo the punishment without refiflance, 
6‘ railibg, or reviling, and fo yield a pafftve 
6‘ obedience, where they cannot exhibit an 
“ Aive one. 

‘< I know no other cafe, but one of thofe 
u three, wherein a fubjeti may excufe himfelf 
Cc with pafive obedience, but in all other hc 

“ is bound to alive obedience.” 

Dr. Manwaring promoted the fame bufinefs 
in two fermons preached before the king at 
JR’hitebalZ, where he delivered for do&rine to 
this purpofe, cC that the king is not bound to 
Cl obfervc the laws of the realm concerning 
‘c the fubjc&s rights and liberties, but that his 
4‘ royal wiil and command in impofing loans 

+ Ri&w. vol, I. p* 423. 
6‘ and 
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and taxes without common conlent in par- 
fiament doth oblige the hbjefi’s confcience 
on pain of eternal damnation. 

. 

cc That thof&, who refufed to pay this loan, 
offended againfi the law of God, and the 
km@ fuupreme authority, and became guilty 
of impiety, disloyalty, and rebellion. And 
that the authority of parliament is not ne- 
ceffary for the raifing of aids and iubfidies, 
and that the flow proceedings of fuch grear 
aremblies were not fitted for the fupply of 
the-itate’s urgent necefities, but would ra- 
ther ptoduce fundry impediments to the 
jufi defigns of princes. 

For refuiing to licenfe the fit-it of there 
fermons, that archbih.op (A%t) was fufpend- 
ed. The fermon was afterwards licenfed by 
the bifhop of Londun. As for the preachers 
themfelves, they were foon rewarded with ion- 
fiderable benefices, and Manziat-ing was even 
promoted to a bifllopric, though he had been 
fentenced by the hoofe of lords to pay a large 
fine, to make a public fubmifion, and declared 

\ incapable of holding any dignity. 

It,was not difcourfes of this kind only, that 
were publickly preached, and afterwards. en- 
couraged and licenfed by the bifnops ; but 

E4 we 
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we find by a petition of the bookfellers and 
printers to the * parliament in the fourth year 
of this reign, that books wrote againit the 
fundamentals of the reformed religion, an d 
in favour of popery were licenced by Lauct; 
at this time advanced to the fee of Landun ; 
while books wrote in dcfence of the efiablified 
religion were reflrained, and of thefe feveral 
infiJnces were produced, 

Every one, who is at all verfed in the hiito- , 
ry of there times, cannot but have obferved, 
that in order to carry church-power as high as 
pia. ble, the biChops then afFe&ed to make the 
religion ofrhis country approalh as near popery, 
a~ they could, without a&tally declaring for it, 
or allowing the pope’s fupremacy. As bifhop 
Lmd was the chief promoter of the indepen- 
dent power, they were itriving for, and had 
hlmfelf the dire&on of all ecclefiaftical af- 
fairs, it would not have been for his intereff 
to have eftablilhed any other fupremacy, ef- 
pecially after he became archbishop of CQU- 
t,~bury ; for he then was in a manner himfelf 
pope, and even affc&ed to be called his holi- 
ncfs, and mofi holy father, as he was Oiled 
by the univerfity of Oa@-li -f- in many of their 
fetters and addreffes. 

* Rr@w. vol. I. p. 655, 
+ lle$in’s IXe of Lad, pS 297. 

Befides 
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Befides the licenfing of the books, which 
I have taken notice of, the many fuperffi- 
tious innovations introduced at that time into 
divine fervice are notable proofs of the af- 
fe&ation of popery, the clergy then difcovered’; 

s of which the confe~ation of St. Cut&-i)lp’ti 
church, iS a very remarkable infiance. The 
the reader may fee the full account of it in RqL 
uorth or Rapin. The leait oppofition to any 
of there things was an unpardonable crime ; 
which we fee by the procefs formed againft 
Henry Sserfieid, recorder of S~~rum, for only 
removing by confen t of the v&-y Corn&. 
pikes of glafs from the church-window, in 
which there was a ridiculous repreftntation of 
God’ painted in the form of an old man, with 
a pair of corn: &s : for which high offence 
the poor * m~?n was fined, committed to the 
Fleet, and removed from his recorderfhip, and* 
‘bound to his g&d behavibur. 

The bishops were becotre fo intoxicated. 
with their dnrling ilh~n,e ctf churcil power, 

’ - *which they did not doubt to accomp:i:h, that: 
they Get up fur i;iqr:ii;tors ii1 their itvera 
dioceies, by obliging the chu:-ch wardens to 
.turn informers col;cer;liug the lives aud altitins. 
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of their parishioners, to which the bifhop of 
?VincheJrr obliged them by oath + in his prt- 
mary vifitation, and thereby copmitted an 
outrage on the laws of the land, a&d jurifdic- 
tion of parliament, which alone has power tB 
prekribe oaths to the fubje& 

Nor can there attempts of the clergy in this 
reign be faid to be only the a&ions of par- 
ticular men, and therefore not chargeable 
upon rhe whole ; the contrary to this appears 
in that, after the parliament of 1640 was dif- 
folved, the convocation, in which the whole 
clergy were reprefented, continued to fit not- 
withfbmding contrary to the ufual method ; 
and by their own authority took upon them 
to make canons, and enjoin an oath, which 
all graduatts and clergymen in the univerfities 
should be obliged to take ; they al&o granted 
the king a fubfidy, a moit pubiic and avow 
ed encroachment on the jurifdiCtion of par-l& 
merit. 

Thefe proceedings were fo notorious, thae 
my lord Clarendoon cannot help condemning 
them, though he does it with his ufual tender- 
nefs for the caufe in which he wrote. (( t The 
‘6 convdcation (fays he) the regular and legal 
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‘6 afim’b-iy of the clergy, cuitomarily begit+ 

_ 4‘ ning and ending with parliaments, was af- 
*u’ ter the determination of the lafi, by a new 
6‘ writ continued, and fat for the f’pace OF 
6‘ above a month under the proper title of a 
$6 fynod : made canons, which it was thought 
“ it might do, and gave fubfidies out of par- 

.-“ liament, and enjoiued oaths, which certainly 
‘I it might: not do. In a word, did many 
ci things, which in the heft of times might 

have been queitioned, and were 
condemned in the work” But 

fure to be 
as impudent 

PS this condu& feerajs to be, i4 was mt at al1 
&&-prizing, Ence the-’ bi&ops had lome rim-e 
b&e r,hac fcrupled publickly to declare their 
independency ou rke ftate *m defiance of the: 
-laws of the IJnd, and the principle+ thereby 
eflabliflled at the refotmariou, and in violation 
of their oath of fuprernacy. And this was 
done, as Wb’tlock informs us, in the high- 
commiilion court, at the time that Bap?wick 

appeared there, and was fo EverJy puniQrad 
for wrking a book ia. anfwet to one i%ott, a 
papifi, who had matntained the pope’s fupFe- 

‘\ macy. The author jufi mentioned, relates it 
thus: “ * In the cenrurc of &fleoicR, all the 
‘6 bishops t-hen prefent dcn’ied openly, that 
6‘ they had rlxir jurifdi&ioe, as bi!%op:, from, 
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the king, for which they might have been ’ 
cenfured themfelves in king Henry 11; and I 
king Edward III’s times. 

(6 But they affirmed, that they had their ju-, , 
rifdi&ion from God alone ; which denial of 
the fupremacy of the king under God, king 
HEnry VIII. would have taken very ill, and 
it rn‘ly be, would have correfied them by 
his kingly arguments, and regia manu. But 
there bir’hops pubiickly d&vowed their de- 
pendance on the king. And the archbifhop 
maintained the book of C’hcwney (who had 
wrote a book at this time in defence of the 
church of Rome) and that the Romifi 
church was a true church, and erred not in 
fundamentals.” 

The court of high-commifion was now 
become an uniupportable grievance to the 
i’~~bj&, not only by ‘a tyrannical exercife of 
power in ecclefiafiical a$airs, but by aifuming 
to i&If an univerfal jurifdiOion, by tramp- 
ling on the laws and the rights of a11 the civil 
courts ; Co that the fubjecit deprived of his 
refuge, had no ihelter to fly to from injuftice 
and opprefion : and for this I chufe to quote 
lord C/a e’l~‘a~‘s own words, as I am certain, 
he cannot be thought to have misreprefent- 
ed the matter in disfavour of the clergy. 

“ Of 
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b * Of late ‘(fpeaking of rhe high-comm‘ifion 
*‘ court) it cannot be denied, that by the great 

1 ‘<‘ power 6f iome billiops at court, it ha& 
- SS much over-flowed the banks, which fhould 
‘U havecontained ic ; not only in meddling with 
“ things that in truth were not within its con- 
“ nufance, but extending their fentences an’d 

’ ‘6 judgments in matters triable before them 
“ beyond that degree, that was jufiifiable : and 
u grew to have PO great a contempt of the 
“ common law, and profe‘eirors of it (which 
“ was a fatal unfltilfulnefs in the bishops, who 
‘f could nkver have fuffered whilfi the com- 
‘* mon law had been prefert’ed) that prohibi- ’ 
“ tions from the fupreme court, which have, 
6‘ and muft have the ftlper-intendancy over 
4; all inferior courts, were not only negleEt= 
‘( ed, but the judges reprehended for granting 
6‘ them (which without perjury they could 
“ not deny) and the lawyers difcountenanced 
*C for moving them (which they were ob- 
‘4 liged in duty to do) fo that- thereby the 
CC clergy made almofi a whole profefion, if 
‘6 not their enemies , yet very undevoted to 
‘(6 them. 

Cc Then it was grown from an ecclefialficnf 
‘c court for the rcformatim of manners to a . 

* VOI. I. y. 2;:. 
“ couI’t i 
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6‘ court of revenue, and impofed great fines 
6~ upon thofe, who were culpable before them, 

’ 
‘6 fometimes above the degree of the offence, 
‘6 had the jurifdi&ion of fining been unquef’ - 
6‘ tionable, which it was not. Which courfe & 
‘4 fining was much more frequent, and the 
‘6 fines headier after the king had granted alt 
CC that revenue (whatfoever it should prove to: 
‘6 be) to be employed for the reparation of St. 
‘4 Paul’s church; which though it were a glow 
CC rious work, and worthy the piety of thofe, 
(6 that advanced it; and the greatnefs of his 
‘6 mind, who principally intended it, made the 
4‘ grievance the heavier.” 

r 

In another @ace the Cmre noble hifforian 
fpeaking of the animofities between the law- 
yers and churchmen, attributes the hatred 
on the part of the latter to their opinion, 
that their not enjoying fo many of the great 
polls in the civil government as formerly, was 
owing to the cppofition of the bwgers, A 
true infinnce of the ambition of prieits, which, 
rather than not gratify, they were ready to 
deilroy the laws themf’elves, ‘6 It + cannot \ 
6‘ be denied :fays lord Clarendun) that the I 
‘6 peevi% Spirits of lome clergymen have ta- 
‘6 ken great pains to alienate that profefion 

* Vol I. p. 24’. I 

8 cc (mena- 
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u (meaning the lawyers) from them : aed 
“ others as nnfkilfully (finding that in former 
‘( times, when the religion of the itate was a 
4‘ vi& part of its policy, many churchmen 
‘6 were employed eminently in the civil govern- 
‘f ment of the kingdom) imputed their want- 

6‘ isg thofc ornaments, their predcceffors wore, 
3 to the power and prevalency of the lawyers, 
“ c$ whom Come principal men in all times, 
cc. thq tsnld nti but obferve to have beea 
(c their avowed enemies : and fo believed the 
6‘ firaitning and confining the profefion of 
‘4 the common law mufi naturally extend 
w &ad enlaw the j-3&&& cd the church. 
u Thence arofe thcbr bold and unwarrantable 
60 opp&g, and protuljing againIt prohibitions 
w and c~her proceedings at law, OR’ the behalf 
w of the ecclefiafiical courts ; and the procu- 
~4 rieg $ome otders and privileges from the: 
61 king on behalf of the civil la,w, as the arcb- 
4‘ bilhop of Cutie~bz~ry prevailed with the king 
CC to dire&, that half the mailers of chancery. 
6~ &ould be always civil lawyers, and ro de- 
“ clue, that no others of what condition 
(6 whdoever fhould ferve him as mailers of 
cc requefi.” 

It is well known that archbXhop Eamd, the 
principnl promoter of all the dofirines ad- 
raPc& in this reip, aad of the grievances, 

WlGCkE 



‘8'8 The Pillars Of PRIESTCkT * 

which flowed from them, is even at this day 
the darling of the clergy, and looked upon as 
the champion of their rights, and a martyr 

.for the caufe of religion. The great& en- 
comiums have been beitowed on his memory. \ 
,And my lord Clat ~nd~n in his hifiory fets him 
forth, as a man of the highefi probity, learn- 
ing, and fenfe, and leeems willing to attribute 
no other fault to him than a little haitinefs in 
his temper for accompliflling his defigns, oc- 
cafioned by the fervency of his zeal for pro- 
moting the caufe of religion, and glob of his 
prince. But in forming a jufi idea of his 
ch,ar&er, we need be determined by nothing 
but the thare he had in the tranfactions of 
thofe times ; and I will venture to affirm, that 
my lord CI~redon him&If does in fame pa+ 
cular parages fay enough of’ Laud tQ prove, 
he ~2s far from deferving that amiable and 
good charaaer, he feems ttudious to make’ his 
reader entertain cf him. Whoever reads an 
hiftorian in the proper manner, that,is, with a 
view of iearchirig out truth, mufi form his 
judglnent of !hings from .:he matters of fatft 
{et down, and not be ib led. away by what 
the author fays concerning them, and his re- 
BeLtions lipon them; zs blindly to adopt his 
icntiments an:! cpinions. And I am confidenr, 
that to any ~adtr, who \vill attend without 
prejudice to the words of. that nobIe,hiitorian 

jun 



‘jut mentioned, Laud mufi appear of a weak 
and over-bearing temper, apt to be tranfported 
with the highefi and molt indecenr pafion 
at -mere trifles, unforgiving towards thofe, 
who had formerly offended him, conftantly 
btroducing innovations in order to eitablifh 
an independent power in the church, and not 
fcrupulous of ufing any methods to increafe 
the king’s revenues under pretence of pro- 
moting the fervice of his fovereign. The firit, 
and lafi particulars of this charge are fi, very 
obvious, that I cannot help Cecting down both 
pafiges relating to them at length. ‘6 * ‘The 

fharpnefs of. his. language and exprefions 
was Co natural to him, that he could not 
debate any thing without commotion, when ~ 
the argument was not of moment, nor bear 
contradifiion in debate even in council, 
where all men are equally free, with that 
patience and temper, that was neceKary ; of 
which they, who wifhed him not well, woufd 
take advantage, and woGld therefore con- 
tradi& him, that he might be tranfported 
with fame indecent pafflon : which upon a 
short refleflion he was always ferry for, 
and moft readily and heartily would make 
acknowledgment,” 

* Vol. 1. p* 7s. 

AS 



As .to.the IaR park&r, his comTt& vvhcn 
in the rnwagement of the treafury upon the 
death of brd Purtlmd, is related thus : (6 Be- 
4~ &g + obliged to it now by his trufi, he en- 
a tered upcjn it tith h’is natural earneftmeEj 
u and wrath, making it his prizncipal care 
et to advance and improve tk king’s revenue 
<‘ by all the ways, which were offered, and fo 
‘( hearkened to all informations and propofi- 
St tions of that kind ; and having not had 
Gc cxperieuce of that kind of people, who 
4‘ deal in that traffick, (a confident, fenfelefs, 
cc and, for the mofi part, a naughty people) 
4c he was fometimes mified by them to think 
64 better of fome projeas, than they deferved : 
a‘ but then he was fo entirely devoted, to what 
a‘ would be beneficial to the king, that aI1 
cc propofitions and de!igns, which were for 
‘6 the profit (only or pGncipnllyj of particular 
do perfons, how great foever, were oppofed, 
“ and AMed in their birth by his power and 
“ authority ; which created him enemies 
CC enough in the court, aad many of ability 
cc to do mifch’Ef, who knew well how to 
“ rccompe& difcourtefies, which they aI- 
Cc ways called injuries, 

“ The 



zc The revenue of too many of the cour& 
‘6 confified principally in inclofures, and imp 

* cc provements of that- nature, which he itill 
$6 oppokd pafionately, except they were 
cc founded upon law ; and then if it would 
!’ bring profit to the king, how old and ob- . 
‘6 folete foever the law was, he thought he \ 
Y might juitly advife the firofecution : and fo 
8‘ he did a lit& too tiuch countenance the 
6‘ commifflon concerning depopulation, which 
(‘ brought much charge and trouble upon the 
6‘ people, and was UewXe cafi up~ his 
6‘ account,” 

We have a remarkable inftance in this reign, 
how excellent cafuifis the clergy are, and 
what a notable knack they have of diltinguih- 
itig in cafes of confcience fuitably to the th~pe 

I and conveniency of the times, When king 
Charles, being PI effed to pafs the bill for attaintl- 
iq the earl of Str;.$k.‘, difcovered great UP 
villingnefs togive .his confent to what, he faid, 
his confcience told him was fo unjufi ; h 
waq defired by his council to confer with his 
biiops on that point. Accordingly “ * the 
a6 archbi(hog of 2%k, who was at haad, to 
66 his argument of co&ence, tdd him there 

- l Chmv’, hi& ofreb. vol. I. p. zcz, 
/ “ was 
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6‘ was a public, and a private confcience : 
“ that his public confcience, as a king, might 
<‘ not only difpenfe with, but oblige him to 
‘6 do that, which was againit his private ccn- 
<‘ fcience, as a man.” 

Were I to give a full account, and all the _ 
particular inltances of the mifchievous con- 
ducCt and behaviour of the clergy in there 
times, it would be taking upon me to wriie a 
hifiory of the reign, which is very foreign 
from my defign : for in fhort, all the trou- 
bles in this reign are in the greaten meafure 1 
to be iet down to their account. All the 
innovations in church and ffdte, all the at- 
tempts to erecC an independency in the firit, 
and a tyranny in the latter, were counte- 
nanced by their d&Sine, and promoted by 
their a&ions. And in this I am confirmed by 
the teitimony of a great man, whofe autho- 
rity in this point cannot be queltioned, Gnce 
his zeal for the eltablithhed church, and‘ his 
attachment to his prince were fo great, that 
he lofi his life in their defence. ‘1 his is the 
lord Falkland, with part of whore ipeech in 
the houre of commons, upon the bill for the 
exclufion of the bishops from the houfe of 
lords, I fhall conclude my account of this 
reign, 

“ Mr. 
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. <‘ Mr. * Speaker, he is a grezt ftfanger in 
I’ji-ael, who knows not, t !I +f 61 f> r:;rJ+y)m 
bath long laboured under IL’..,‘: .i;:<‘; ‘L;i cat 
opprefflons both in religion arr,i I;;cI ~1’; 
and his acquaintance heI c is not zrcar, 0:’ his 
ingenuity lefs, who does not know an:! ac- ’ 
knowledge, that a great, if not a principal 
caufe of both the& hath been fame bi&ps, 
and their ad heren ts. 

“ Mr. Speaker, a little fearch will ikrve to 
find them to have been the de&u&ion of 
unity under the pretence of uniformity, to 
have brought in fuperfiition and fcanlial 
under the titles of ~evcrencc and decency, 
to have defiled our church by adorning our 
church, to have flackened the itric?nefs of 
that union, which was fottnerly betwixt us 
and thofe of our religion beyond the fea, an 
n&ion as impolitic as ungodly. 

cc As Sir Tljamaz Ah-e fays of the’cafuifls, 
their bufinefs was not to keep men from 
finning, but to inform them, quam irope ad 
fe;catum jbe pecccjto Z;cfat nccedere : fo it 
feemed their work was to try, how much of 

‘6 a papifi might be brought in without po- 
6‘ pa-y, and to deftroy as much as they couId 

* RlfiW. vol. 4. p. 184. 
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SC of the gofpel without bringing themfelves 
6‘. in danger of being defiroyed by law. 

‘L Mr. Speaker, to go yet further, fame of 
CC them have fo induflrioufly laboured to de- 
“ duce themfelves from Rome, that they have 
‘C given great fufpicion, that in gratitude they 
CC de&e to return thither, or at leafi to meet 
Cc it half way. Some have evidently Iaboured 
‘6 to bring in an Englijh, though not a Roman 
CC popery ; I mean not the outfide of it only, 
6‘ and drefs of it, but equally abfolute, a blind 
66 obedience of the people upon the clergy, 
<‘ and of the clergy upon thernfelves ; and have 
6‘ ,oppofed papacy beyond the fea, that they 
6‘ might fettle one beyond the water : nay, 
6‘ common fame is more than ordinarily f&e, 
‘6 if none of them have found a way to recon- 
6‘ tile the opinions of Rume to the prefer- 
“ merits of Erzglalod, and to be fo abfolutely, 
6‘ direfitly, and cordially papifis, that it is a]], 
6‘ fifteen hundred pounds per annwn, can do, 
gc to keep them from confefflng it.” 

I would not be underflood from any thing 
I have faid of the ptotefiant clergy to infi- 
nuate, that their conduti had any nece&y 
connedion with the principles of our &a~ 
bli(hed religion : but my defign is only to fbew 
the ill confequence of throwing fo great a fhare 

OE 
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of power and pro,perty into the hands of any 
ikt of men, as fhall naturally accafion them 
to have a diitin& interefi from that of the 
community. And therefore I mufi obferve, 
the prefbyterian minillers difcovered no lefs 
fondnefs for power than thofe of the church 
of England, or lefs inc!ination to opprefs all, 
who thought difTerently from them, during that 
Short time, in which they vainly imagined every 
thing was to be carried on according to thofe 
whimfies, they had formed in their heads,* 

It is furprizing to confider how little effe& 
the confideration of the miferies, this king- 

- dom CCJ lately felt, had upon the minds of the 
clergy after the refioration of Charles II. It 
was to be expc&ed, they would have fhunned 
with horror thofe iteps, which had been found 
by experience to have expofed their country 
to ruin, and have bluffIed at the b.ire mention 
of thofe do&ines, by which they themfelves 
had been fo eminently acceflory thereto. 

But compafion for the fufferings of their 
country, and a regard for the refi of their fel- 
low fubje&, weighed very little with them, 
when put in the ballance wirh the hopes of . 

preferment 

* A very good reafon this, againit eilabliihing any 
priefis whatever, or giving them any power a.t all. 

Ihe edil ore 
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preferment under a new king, and an ir-rel 
concileabie hatred to the presbyterians. They 
fell into all the maxims and defigns of an 4 
abandoned, licentious and corrupt court, and 
extolled the j uftnefs and wifdom of its 
meafures. 

Nor did they fhew any greater regard for 
the religions than civil rights of the kingdom, 
though the dii‘pofition of th&,.who were near- 
efi the king, claimed no fmall circumfpefiion 
fr,om them * in that point. And though they 
could not but be fenfible of the dangers, which 
fo evidently threatned religion from a popifll fnc- 
ceKor, yet they were the moft violent exclai-- 
met-s againfi the bill of exclufion I- ; and when 
it came inro the houfe of lords, mofi of the 
biillops prefent, if not all, voted againit it : and 
with fuch zeal did they run into the humour 
of the court at that time, that it was cbferved, 
they fully verified the proverb in the gofpd, 
‘6 where the carcafe is, the eagles will be gaw . 
‘4 thered together.” 

Nor was the zeal of the clergy for the 
defigns of the court the over-flowings on?y 
of an incontinent joy at the king’s refioration, 
which might have engaged their whole atten- 
tion in iuch a manner, as to prevent fo early ’ 
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a difcemment of the wrong meafures then 
taken ; but when the maik was quite thrown 
off, and the king, having quarrelled with his 
laft parliament, difcovered his refolution never 
to be cramped with one for the future, ‘6 * the 
‘6 clergy particularly. diftinguilhed themfelves 
‘6 by ihewing their attachment to the princi- 
u pies and maxims of the court, and feemed 
“ to make it their bufineCs to furrender to 
“ the king all the liberties and privileges of 
cC the fubjeCts, and to leave them only an un- 
-G limited obedience. According to the prin- 
‘6 ciples publicly preached, no eaflern mo- 
66 narch was more Bbfolute than the king of 

‘. cc England.” The conducft of the late par- 
liaments was arraigned, as feditious and trea- 

- fonable: and, at the archbifhop of Canter- 

bury’s ‘own -t motion, the clergy were made 
I rhe heralds for publilhing the reafons, the 
king in his declaration pretended he had, 
for dirolving the parliament, which was ‘to 
be read in all churches throughout Eng- 
land. 

I 

. It is itrange, how prevalent the moIt ab- 
furd and defiru&ve opinions are over the 
minds of good and wife men, when propa- 

: ,gatcd as the general fentiments of that body, 

I, v 0 L, II. F of 
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of which they are members. And of this 
we have an extraordinary inflance in a great 
man, whore name I cannot mention on this 
occafion without reluAance: I mean-, the fa- 
mous archbishop 55/Z+, who from his let- 
ter to my lord Rz@, when under condemna- 
tion in Newgate, the latter end of this reign, 
appears to have held the do&rine of unlimited 
pafflve obedience, in the itri&efi fenfe of 
the words ; though afterwards experience of the 
fatal confequences, that aowed from fuch doc- 
trine, it is to be prefumed, made him aa 
upon principles very different from thofe, into 
which he had been before milled ; and no 
one *appeared a more itrenuous well-wifher 
to the revolution, that followed in the next 
reign. 

Since then the prevalency of general opinions 
may have that force in mifleading more dif- 
cerning and maturer judgments, with what 
detefiation mufi we look on the behaviour of 
thofe, who hdring the education of a great 
part of the youth of the nation, and thofe 
too of high& difiinfiion, committed to their 
care, thouid, in order to recommend them- 
felves to a prince, endeavour to corrupt the raw 
and uninformed minds of fuch youth with the 
mofi ungenerous and flavilh JoCtrines ? This 
was what the univerfity of Oxfurd did; who, 

not 
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not content with * giving the king a mani- 
fefi proof, by a folemn decree, of their own 
mean and profiitute compliance with all his 
defigns, w hatfoever they should be ; infamoufly 
ordered, by the &me decree, all tutors to in- 
fir&I thofe under their care in the fame ferviie 
notions, that they themfeives had therein ex- 
preffed. What treatment did not there be- 
trayers of the moit important charge, their 
country could intrufi them with, deferve from 
it? Who, infiead of forming the minds of 
their pupils, by an early acquaintance with 
the celebrated authors of antiquity, to an imi- 
tation of Greek and Roman virtues, and of 
animating them by the nobleit examples with 

* Amongfi other doBrines, thefe following were 
condemned as damnable, ahd deitruAive to all IO- 
ciety, wix. 

All civil authority is derived originally from the 
people. 

There is a mutual compafi, tacit or exprefs, be- 
tween a prince and his fubjeQs’; and that if he 
perfo;m not his dory, they are difcharged from 
theirs, 

That if governors become tyrants, or govern 
otherwife, than by the laws of God ar:d man they 
ought to do, they forfeit the right they had unto 
t&ir govern men t. 

II~cre lies no obligation on chrifiians to pafive 
obedience ; and the primitive chriftians chore rather 

-to die than refiff, becaufe chriitianity was not fit- 
tled by the laws of the empire. 

Vide Rap:;t, vol. 2, p. 730, 

F2 the 
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the love of virtue, freedom, and their coun- 
try; who, infiead of fortifying their minds 
with a generous courage,-and contempt of 
death, if ever the public fervice should re- ’ 
quire it, taught them to become fubmiGve 
flaves of opprefion, fit only to execute ihe 
WI and commands of tyrants. 

After the death of Charles 11. the duke of 
22rR fucceeded to the crown with the gene- 
ral appearance of approbation and joy in the 
clergy, though the principles of his religion had 
been fufficiently known; and there was great 
reafon to believe, that the wrong iteps, and 
violent meafures taken in the latter end of his 
brother’s reign, were greatly puthed forward 
by the natural earneflnefs of the duke’s tem- 
per and councils. - There confiderations, one 
would have thought, ’ fhould have more parti- 
cularly obliged the clergy to the greatefi cir- 
cumfpeaion and caution in all they faid or 
did, to avoid giving the leafi countenance to 
any opinions, which they were fenfible mufi 
hurry a prince of James’s complexion of mind 
more precipitately into fuch defigns, as his re- 
ligious, and other principles of courfe inclined 
him to ; and in which they could not but dif- 
tern, he would have no other check than the 
appearance-of difficulty and oppofition, he might 
meet with in the accomplifbment of them, 

But 
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Btit fo far were they from ufing any pre- 
aution of this kind, that after king Jums 
ame to the crown, unlimited obedience was 
trumpeted, if pcfible, with more indultry 
than ever in the pulpit, and all other places. 
And how necefiry, and iafeparable a part they 
thought it of the chrifiian religion, as &a- 
biiihcd here, is manifefi from the infultiog im-- 
portunity (for furely it can be called no other) 
with which the unfortunate * duke of M.P 
nouth was preifed to acknowledge it on the 
f&&old by thofe appointed to attend him, 
who were the bifho.ps of ~94, and of. Bath 
and IV&; together with Dr. Tenlptt and 
Dr. tiuoler. Nay, ib careful were fome of the 
clergy, that the regal power should not feem 
liable to any reitraints or limitations, that MI 
the king’s own gracious promif&, which he 
had made at his comiag to the crown, might 
lie.rhougbt to bind him down to the perfor- 
ma_ace of. them, Dr. Cartwrigh, afterwards 
iamp of CheJ3rr t,, alferted in a fermon, 
‘6 that the king’s promifes were free dooatives, 
cfi and ought not to be too itI-i&ly examined or 
4‘ urged, and that they muit leave his majeity 
a to explain his own meaning in them.” 

* See JIr. Sachew. tryal, p. 169. 
t;.Rapin, vol. 2r p. 7 54. 

_ F3 After 
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After a view of fuch principfes and conduo 
hitherto, it may feem fomething itrange to 
find on a fudden, that the career of this king’s 
illegal proceedings, met with one of the firfi 
f-tops from fome of the clergy ; this was in 
their rtfufal to .read the king’s declaration for 
libel ty of confcience, on account of which, 
fcven of the bithops were committed to the 
Tiwer. Gut in this non-compliance with the 
court (unufual as it was) they fwerved not from 
their ufual maxims of policy. They plainly 
now began to fee, that their own interefi, and 
the deligns of the king were no longer com- 
patible, A Roman, not an Ehgl$, popery,‘ 
as in Chnrks I’s time, was now to be eitabliihed 
here. The affair of Magdalen college in Ox- 

ford had opened their eyes to a fenfe of the 
danger they run, ia being further tools to his 
defigns, and that they were likely to hold 
their ecclefiaflical poffef3ons by the uncertain 
tenure of the king’s will. In fuch a cafe ir 
was impoffrble not to forefee, that their prefer- 
ments would be foon given from them to fuch 
men, who having had their education in the 
church of Rome, would be more relied on by 
a bigotted king, and who indeed would be 
more proper to execute the work, he was in 
fuch a hurry to accomplish, th.an an EngZf$ 
clergy, who if they could be difpofed to em- 
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brace his religion, yet: could with a very ill 
grace and Cuccefs be fuppofed to propagate it 
amongfi the people, What was then to be 
expeCted, but to fee large bands of foreign ec- 
clefiafiics pouring in upon rhe nation, as irl 
the times of Henry III. and. the plentiful har- 

. wit, which the king flattered himfelf was no[V 
ripe, gathered in by the hands of FWX~ and 
Itnliau priefts . $ Was it not therefore the canrtt 
sf the church alone, not that of public li- 
berty, nor a regard for the interefl of rhe peo- 
ple, that wrought this fudden alteration in the 
clergy ? The attempts upon civil liberty had 
remained uncenhred, and unoppofed, nay were 
enforced by them on pain of damnation J and 
none of there very bifilops had fcrupled, or 
thought it even indecent to publilh in their 
pulpits the late king’s abufive declaration againit 
the conduCt of his parliament, infomuch that 
this fdme archbifilop, who was nottt one of Ihe 
feven, was the perfon, that propofed it in 
council, as has been mentioned above. So * 
u.fed had ki ng James been to hear an ab[oIute 
obedience to his commands preached up by the 

l clergy, and to meet with a full compliance 
with them in other matters, that on this op- 
pofirion he very naturally faid, Cc I * did not 
Cc expe& this from the church of England; 
(( efpecially from fame of you,” 

* Rap+ vol. 2. p 763. 
F4 Behold 
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Behold now the clergy all at once running 
counter to thofe dofirines of their own broach- 
ing, which they had with fo much vehemence 
maintained, and becoming guilty of what 
they themfelves had fo very lately denounced 
the heaviefi cenfures and damnations againfi, 
both in their particular fermons and difcourfes, 
and in -their more folemn and public decrees ! 
This is their fo much boafted fiand’ for the 
liberty of the people ! This, their ever-me- 
morable condu& ! 

When foon afterwards the nation was un- 
der a necefity of calling in the prince of 
Orange for the prefervatioq of their rights, 
though the clergy thought proper to f&m with 
the fiream, yet we fee how awkwardly moft 
of thofe Shifting motley politicians came into 
what they were confcious was entirely contra- 
di&ory to thofe maxims they had fo avowedly 
inculcated : nor had king WXam been long 

on the throne, before a difappointment in 
thofe preferments, many of them expe&ed, 
or a relapfe into thofe doorines, over which 
they could no longer bear to wear the mafk, 
made them return, like the dog to the vomit i 
giving great reafon to fufpe&, that too many 
amongfi them would gladly have feen the na- 
tion again expofed to its former perils by a 

refioration, 
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reff oration, with the aggravation of having-> 
taken the oaths of allegiance to king ZW~iam,. 
and abjuration. of 3amcs. 

With this remarkable period in our hifiory, v 
I kall clofe the prefent account, as the be- 
haviour of the clergy fince that time is ib. 1 
known, and fresh .in the memory of every one, 
that it will be needlers for me fo fay any thing , 
of it here. 

And as I have had no .other itl&cemenr in q 
laying this before the public, than a fincere 
zeal for the liberty of all my fellow fubjefits 
againit every opprefion of what kind foever 5. 
fo if in this attempt any mifiake has been _ 
committed (though I am not confcious of any at c 
prefent) I ihall always be ready ingenuoufly te 
acknowledge it, 
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AN I 

A N S. w E R 
TO. THE 

Country PARSON’S PLEA, &fir, 

Very Reverend, 

A 
Pamphfet hatli been delivered at the 
doors of both ho&s of parliament, 
and fent under the franks of diverfe 

of my lords the B ups to the parochial 
clergy, entitled, PAPERS RELATING 
TO THE QUAKERS TYTHE- 
% ILL, viz. , 

r. ExtraL?s from the year@ ep$?h of. meet- 
ing of ~uahs bell t’n London, in rela- 
tion to T)thiv. 

2, Remarks upon a Bill now depending ia 

parliamen/, to enlarge, amend, and ren- 
der more effe&ual the laws now in be- 
l mg, for the more eafy recovery of tyshes, 
church-rates, oblations, and other, ecck- 

lid? ical 
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fiaflical dues, from the people called 

a @akers ; And a& remads upon a ,pprint- 
ed paper, entituled, 5Qe cafe of -the people 
called L&aRers. . 

3. THE COUNTRY PARSON’s 
PLEA AGAINST THE QUA- 
KERS TYTHE-BILL, humbly ad- 
drefid to the commons af Greas B&riot 
aflembled in parliament. 

4, Tibs cafe of the people called @ahers. 

The method of bundling up there papers is 
particularly to be rtoted, 

For that, 

The B I L L, though much inveighed 
agai&, is 1101 reg&rly opened in them; and 

The C A S E, which is the ground of the 
debate, is printed at the end of the papers de- 
figned to confute it, which feemeth, as if the 
compiler intended to prejudice the reader 
again& both the Lill and the lob, before he 
jbould read either. 

So very unfair a procedburc dekrves animad- 
verfion ; and, 

This anf’ver is dire&d to the author of 
the couniry parfen’s plea, andnot to either oI! 

hii 
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his collegues, becaufe I would not be charged 
with defigning to expofe the nakednefs of a&- 
ther, or with deriding the dotage of a mother 
in the church 5 

I would not be charged ‘with dire&ing my 
anfwer either to the light@, or the heav$? of 
the triumvirate, whilft there is one to be ani- 
madverted. upon, whofe parts and capacity 

I have railed him above contempt, even in fpite 
of his&&g * proftitution - of whom the 
caufe of liberty and virtue might fear as much 
~ikhief, as he is kmwn to bear malignity to 
it, were not his ahX&s fo happily qualified by 
his reputation, that the mofi impotent cannot 
be more harmlefs. 

This country parfin’s plea addreffes itfelf to. 
the commons of Great Britain, in a manner 
f;eemingly humble, mod&, and fair. 

I. c It is prefumedm, f~ys the au&or, that 
6 it can be no offence for the meaaefi to offer 
a reafons to the greatelt;, 

2. c Nor a reproach to any man to have 
6 a reafonable concern for his own proper ‘ty. 

* A phrafe ufed by lord Gtw%zbu& in his charafim 
&a certain prelate : yido Pf&%tatio# an parties. 
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3( 6 Trufting to there prefumptions, I 
4 make bold, UC,’ 

This fpecious preamble might induce us to 
believe, 

That this country parfon is humbly fub- 
mitting his cafe to an houfe of commons 
better informed : 

And not that it is the faA in this, as in 
every infiance where a .bill for the reforma? 
tion of the church is brought into parliament, 
that one or two venerable fages draw up an 
invefiive againit the bill before it hath had 
a fecond reading,. and fend it franked by the 
poff to the clergy through the kingdom, to 
ra?fe a clamour from. their. pulpits againA the 
proceedings of parliament. 

This invafion of the rights of the &$e of 
commons hath been Co amply praAifed by their 

/piritual L ps, that circular letters to the 
clergy of the feveral diocefes and of the two 
univerii-ties have been iffued, under covers in: 
fcribed with R. R. Names, on the bringing 
in, of bills in three feveral years, viz. Firfi; 
the 7jjthe-BiZZ, I 731, next, the erde~a~hd 

caur& 



ltlsd OamoDoxY @aken. I*3 
met-t Bill, I 733, and laflly, the *akerr ty&- 
bill now depending. 

With infolence Ml more alarming, the 
perfons who iffued thofe fetters have as open- 
ly menaced the mrmber~ who brought in thofe 
bills; threatning to oppofe them in fubfequent 
eleEtions with the weight of church influence, 
which that it hath intimidated the worthy 
members I prefume not to believe, I am Cure 
it fhall never intimidate me; but if the faA be 
enquired in to, there are not wanting thofe who 
will make it fully appear. 

Not that any one laments to have heard 
thefe menaces lo frankly poured out againft 
the nemliers, becaufe if that venerable Sody op- 
pofe their interefi in the lands of England 
againit the rights of an houJ1, of commons, it will 
fpeedily move the wifdom of parliament to check 
the exorbitance of that power which is fo bold 
with their liberties. 

Whatever fhall threaten the’ reprefentatives 
of the people in the free exercife of their 
nobleit prerogative, the redrefs of grievances, 
mufi firike at the life of their authority and 
reputation: and mof? infamoufly treats them as 
a body of men called together for the bfinefs 

Of 
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of taxing, 
iubjeCt : 

and not at all for the ea/;ng of the 

As if the commons of Grlat Britairt were 
in duty bound to grant money, for building of 
churcljes and repairing of abbie~, but were with- 
out a competent jurifdi&tion to examine abuFes 
committed by the clergy in their fuits for iyfbcs 
and dr!es, und for mare ~hn?? their due. 

This, abfurd as it is, will be found to run 
through the p+z before US, as a principle on 
which the e.fIabliihment of church and itate is 
founded, and withcat which the clergy can 
have no maintrnanr;e. 

‘ It is, fays the plea, a reproach to no 
g man to have a reafonable concern for his 
g 0 w-n pro@Yy.’ 

And the whole argument treats the bill as 
a violation of the palj^on’s property, becaufe it 
dire& in what manner he Ihall Cue the layman 
for lythe. 

This is contrived to enflame the clergy 
againfi the honk of commons, as robbing 
churchmen of their ppptlrty, 

But 



But I think the word property was never 
lefs warrantably ufed, than it hath been on this 
occafion. 

The tythes of the clergjr, are the wages, 
which, as fervants of the public, they receive 
from the bounty of the laws ; and their right 
in thofe tythes arifing purely from the grare, 
their remedy in fuing for them mufi depend 
wholly on the will of the legiflative power. 

A layman’s freehold accrues to him by in- 
heritance from his father: a churchman’s free- 
hold accrues to him by the gift of the public, 
on fuch conditions, as are or &all be declared 
to qualify the tentre of the poffefion, or the 
recovery of any rights incideut to it. 

By non-compliance with thefe conditions, 
- as declared in a fingle a0 of parliament, i, e. 
the lafi un:Jrm:ty-a&f, thoufands have been 
deprived in a year, not only of their tythes, 
but their churches, with rhe high approbation 
of all zealous churchmen. 

And I muit Cay, for the reputation of the 
fufferers in that cafe, that as fenfibie as they 
were of their hardkips, they had greater mo- 

defIy 
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&4ly than to call that a ~roperfy which they ’ 
knew to be only a truJ: 

Nor would it have been endured ; and much 
MS, that, knowing their pof?Xions to be held 
of this prtbih donahz, they should have had 
the infolence to treat any interefi incident to 
their pofkfion, as a matter of properiy, not 
belonging to the difpofition of parliament. 

Every private interefi, even rights of inhe- 
ritance, mufi be governed by the confideration 
of public intereit, Saks PO@, jlbprema lex. 

And, nothing can be more infolent or in- 
congruous, than to challenge the donations of 
the public, as a property not to be reformed 
for the convenience of the public. 

No free itate, no wife people, ever fuffereci 
luch a do&ine to pafs unreproved. The 
Agrarian laws of the ancient republics in dire& I 
contradi&ion to it, ordained the equal diftri- 
bution of Iands, and reformed the grievance of 
cxctfivc property, by limiting and reitraining the 
po[Tefions of their fubjeEts, 

The laws of England are not without the 
firongefi declarations of the fame wifdom in our 
legislators ; the reformers of our church, to 

their 
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their honour be it ever remembered, were the 
men who avowed this power of retrenching 
gn~rnt~u~ property to be the prerogative of 
parliament. 

The a& concerning Prter Pence and dif- 
penfations, 25 Hen. VIII. cap. IS. hath this 
remarkable preface. 

‘ W H E R E A S, It fiaadeth with natural 
4 equity and good reafon, that in all and 
6 every laws human, made within this realm, 
6 or induced into this realm by fufferance, 

1 ‘ ronf’ent, and cuitom - your royal ma- 
‘ jelly, and your lords fpiritual and temporal, 
6 and commons, reprefenting the whole fitate 
6 of your realm, in this your mofi high court 
‘ Uf parliament, H A V E full power and au- 
* thority, not o,nly to difpenfe, but alfo to au- 
c thorife fame ele& perfon or perfons, to dif- 
6 penfe with thefe and all other human laws in 
2 this your realm, and with every one of them, 
8 as de quality of Ihc perfons and manner /ha’fl 
g require ; and alfo the faid laws and every one 
6 of them to abrogate, amplify, or diminifb, 
Q as it Gall be feen unto your majefiy, and 
6 the nobles and commons of your realm, pre- 
6 lent in your parliament, meet and copy* 
6 nient far the wealth of your realm. 

‘ And 
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c And becaufe that it is now in there days 
l prefent feen, that the ftate, dignity, fuperio- 
‘ rity, reputation, and authority of the impe- 
‘ rial crown of this realm, by the long fufi- 
* rance of unrea/lonable and uncharitable z$urpa- 
6 lions and exaRhns, prafiifed in the times of 
8 you,r moit noble progenitors, is much and fore 
‘ decayed and diminiked, and the -people of 
6 this realm thereby impoverished, aad fo or 
G worfe be like to continue, if remedy be not 
6 therefore fhortly provided: I 

6 It may therefore plcafe your mofi noble 
6 majeJy, &c. ‘(to take away Peter Pence and 
6 payments to the fee of Retie.)’ 

This a6’k provided againfi the claims of fo- 
reigners; we fhall in the next infiance fee how 
our atxefiors dealt with the claims and pretend- 
ed properties of churchmen W H 0 W E R E 
NATIVES. 

The a& for fupprefing of monaiteries, 
which had not lands above 200 I, by the year 
(27 Hen. VIII. cap. 28.) ’ 

DECLARES, 

c The lords and commons by a great 
4 deliberation finally be refolved, that it is and 

‘ kall 



* ihall be much more to the pleafuse of al- 
* mighty God, and for the honour of this realm, 
6 that the poKefions of fuch religious ho&es 
’ now being /pent, Jppoiied, and waJed fb~ in- 
‘ creafe and mainteHan<e of jhz, should be ufed’ 
a and committed to better ufes ; and the tin- 
‘ thrifi religious fo fpending the fame, to be 
6 compelled to reform their lives; and there- 
‘ upon moft humbly defire the king’s highnefs, 
S it may be enacted (to /upprefs ihem.) 

To this a& far JuppreJing the leJSer e&e- 
/i~jhbd fou~i~darzhr, fucceeded foon afterwards 
the general furrender and diffolution of all the 
monafteries in the kingdom, when fo many 
impropriationr of tythe became lay-fees, and 
were alienated from the church by authority of 
parliament. 

Whoever reads thefe a&s, will find, I. That 
the regulation of ecclefiafiical property is fo far 
from contradiEting, that nothing can be more 
natural to the genius of this free kingdom; 

2. That fuch regulation of property in the 
church, is the only means by which any peo- 
ple can obtain a reformation of religion. 

3. That the pariiament of this kingdom, in 
divefiing the church of thofe impropriations 

6 \ Of 
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uf tythe, did not allow churchmen to have any 
property in tythc ; 

And, 4, That if the legiflature now in be- 
ing, proceeding in the fame co&e as our J$? 
reformers, should think it expedient to abolik 
all tythes remaining in the church, or to convert 
it into lay-fees, they could not waut a full and 
proper warrant from the a&s of their prede- 
ceKors, fo long as the a&s for non-payment of 
Peter Pence, and for fupprefing of monaj’eries 
fhall remain in the flatute-books. 

But we are not debating the queition, whe- 
ther tythes ought to be continued: the quakers 
(as a people who think them to be abolifhed 
by the gofpel of Chrifi, and not lawful by the 
principles of religion for them to pay) defire 
the authority of parliament to be in fuch man- 
ner interpofed, that fo long as they are levied 
upon them, it may be in the leafI-opprefive 
courfe, and by the mofi fummary procefs. 

The hot@ of cornmans, in compafflon to their 
grievances, with the mofi unanimous, chear- 
ful, and ready confent, ordered a B I L L to be 
brought in, to enlarge, amend, and render more 
8ferZual the lauu now in being, for the mom euj% 
recovery of tytbes, cburcb-rates and oblations, 

and 
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and other eccleJaJical durs from the peopie calied 
Qakers, 

The bill, by their command, hath been 
printed. 

It recites : 

S That by an a&, 7 & 8 of X III. a re- 
C medy is provided for the recovery of tythes 
‘ and church-rates, not exceeding the value 
‘ of ten pounds, where Q@crs..refufe to Pay 
( them; 

‘ That by another a&, I Gco. 1. the faid 
< remedy is extended as well to tythes as to all 
( other rights, dues, or payments from any 
‘ Qakers belonging t o any church, chapel, or 
c the minifler or curate thereof: 

And it further recites, 

( That it may be convenient to extend this 
c provifion to a further fum. 

It therifore enaA9, 

‘ That where any Qakers iZlaIl refufe to 
( pay or compound, any two or more juff ices 

* 6 of the peace (other than fuch j&ice as is pa- 
vo L. XI. G ‘ troll 
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6 tron of the church, or interefied in the tythes) 
c upon complaint of the parfon, or proprietor, 
6 or colle,&or, fhall fummon fuch Qaker to 
6 appear before them, and either upon appear- 
‘ ante or default of appearance (fuch fummons 
4 being duly proved upon oath) fhall proceed 
6 to hear the complaint, and to fiate what is 
‘ due, and by order under their hands and 
‘ feals to dire& the payment thereof, fo that 
4 the fum ordered do not exceed (a fum to 
6 be limited by this bill ;) and fhall order 
‘ reafonable COOS not exceeding (a fum to 
6 be limited by this bill ;) and upon the re- 
6 fufal of fuch Qakers to pay according to 
‘ fuch order, it fh~ll be lawful for the faid 
6 jufiices by warrant, to levy the money by dif- 
‘ trefs and fale of the goods of fuch Quakers, ren- 
6 dering the overplus (the necefiry charge of 
6 difirefs being thereout firit dedu&ed.) And 
c any perfon finding himfelf aggrieved by this 
6 judgment may appeal to the next general 
‘ quarter feflions, and the juitices there pre- 
6 fent ihall proceed finally to hear and deter- 
‘ mine the matter, and to reverfe or affirm 
6 the faid judgment ; and if they continue 
6 the judgment, they kall give fuch co’its a- 
‘ gainfi the appellant as they fhall think rea- 
4 fonable ; and no cevticrari or writ from 
6 any court fhall remove” or fuperfede their 
6 proceedings. 

I Ib 



It is further enafied, ‘ That if the annual 
value of fuch tythes or dues doth not ex- 
teed the firm (to be limited by this a&) no 
@aker fhall be fued in any other court or 
manher, unlefs- the title of &ch tythes fhail 
be in quefbon ; 

‘ And that if the perfon againft whom 
fuch judgment fhall be had, &all remove out 
of the county, divifion, or corporation, after 
fuch judgment, the juflices who made the 
order fhall certify it to any juitice of fuch 
place to which the faid perfon fhall be re- 
moved, which juitice is authorized to order 
fuch fum to be levied on the goods and chat- 
tels of fuch perfon, in the fame manner- as 
the other juflices might, if fuch perfon had 
not been removed. 

c Provided always, that no diitrefs fhalf 
be eircefive or unreafonable, but proportion- 
cd, as near as may be, to the value of the 
r &urn. 

‘ Provided alfo, That where any Quaker 
complained of, for fubflra8ing, with-hold- 
ing, or not paying, or compounding for fuch 
tythes or dues, fhali infiit upon any pre- 
fcription, compofi Con, or ma&s decirnandi, 

L @2 ‘ ex- 
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‘C exemption, difcharge, agreement, or title; 
6 whereby he ought to be freed from the page 
6 ment in quefiion, and kalI deliver the fame 
6 in writing to the faid j&ices, that then they 
6 fhall give no judgment in the matter, but 
6 that the perfons complaining fhall be at ,li- 
‘ berty to profecute in any other court, as if 
* this a& had not been made. 

C And it is enaaed, That fo much of the 
4 before recited a& as relates only to the reco- 
r very of tythes or dues lhall be repealed ; 

6 And that any perkm Cued for any thing 
* done purfuant to this ati, may plead the ge- 
6 neral iffue, and on that, or any other, give . 
c this aQ and the fpecial matter in evidence ; 
6 and if a Verdi& or judgment Ihall be for the 
.‘ deFendant, or if the plaidtiff be nonfuit, or 
6 difcontinue the aEon, the defendant halI re- 
‘ cover [treble] coils ; and no fuit ihail be 
6 commenced for any thing done purfuant to this 
‘ ati, unlefs it be brought within a limited time 
6 after fuch caufe of a&ion arifes. 

6 And laflly, This a& is declared to be a 
g public a&k 

This is the tenor of the bill : 

A bill, which by a peculiar fate, no fooncr 
~as:brought into parIiament, than it united cer- 

tain 
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fain right reverend prelates in the clofeft com- 
bination againit it ; and they, whofe reciprocal 
hatred was as fierce as the rivalfllip for power 
which occafioned it was unchriltian and fcnn- 
dnlous, at once laid a&de their animofities tu 
oppofe this moit reafonnble bill ; GreadfuIly 
colle&ing the force of their abilities in a for- 
midable pnmphler, after having in rheir J&C/S 

for/u~~~cmacy been hardly prevailed on to fup- 
port the provocation. of each other’s company. 

From this unexpefied alliance, hath arifen 
the clamour of the counrry par-,&z againit this 
bill ; a clamonr indefatigably promoted, but by 
nothing more fuccefsfully than by the words og 
the plea, vii, 

‘ As I am a GbjeCt of GFJU~ Bdain, as 
‘ well as a minifter of the gofpel, I have a 
( Eirth-right in IMP /CPU, and in having al-l 
6 queftions relating to my property determined 
6 in the methods of juitice ufed in this king- 
‘ dam, and not referred to an arbitrary dcti- 
4 fion. Ndli nfgaLimu5 ju)itimn, is the Ian+ 
* guage of 9nngna chat.tn. 

This is a fuggeflion, that the bill deprives 
qhq clergy of their birth-right in the law, that 
it fubje&s them to a determination of property 
not ufed in this kingdom, that it refers them to 

G3 aa 



126 The Pillars of PRIESTCRAFT 

an arbitrary d&ion, and denies them the juftice 
which is promifed by magna cbarfa. 

Some of there complaints appear upon ex- 
amina$@- to have no meaning, and others 
to h&a po force j rhat is, they mighr be ob- 
je&idns, did not they want the foundation of 
truth. 

The allegation of the clergy’s liuth-r;ght 
in 1156 law, as appIicabIe to the affair of tythes, 
~ou!d make a itranger imagine, that either 
tllc;r v;cre b3rn with the ij:d LLZ: charafier 
upon them, or that every priefi had inflitution 
33~ induc’ion of a benefice, even in his mothet’s 

~x.niE-. 

If the tythes, if the d.ues, if the malnte- 
nnnce which is now paid to the clergy, were 
L-:iIit-ely taken away, they would Ioie no birth- 
right which they have in the law; they might 
ii:f~ the benevo!ence which they receive from 
the law, and which the legislature have the 
fame right to refume, as ever they had to efta- 
liih, if the fame reafon which induced the 
grant should require the refumption ; if prnbfic 
gtod should call upon them to reverie what 
their anceitors conlented to from no other con- 
fideralion. 

’ But 



But the bill hath not propofed the taking 
away of their maintenance. It gives them 
fuch methods of ruing for it, as mny be leafi 
vexatious in-the proceeding, and leafi opprefflve 
in the end : a method ,of recovering their main- 
tenance, which may not confume the fubfiance 
of thofe whore labour maintains them. 

This recovery being given by the judgment 
of two jufiices of the peace in the county 
where the complaint arifes, or, upon appeal 
by the general quarter-fefions of the county 

5y what colour or pretence can fuch 
nccuf~tions be brought againit it ? 

The words of the great charter, m&i nep- 
b;mus ju/iitiam, are fpoken by the king, who 
is fuppofed (fays the lord Ccke) to be prefent 
in his courts of j&ice, declaring, we will de,ry 
jrfltice to m mn. 

The words intended, that the iubjefi ihalf 
have refort to a certain court wherein he ihall 
be determined ; and not that he kall fue in 
every court according to his fancy : 

Otherwife, he might fue in the high 
court of parliament for rhe fum of/ix and eight 
pence; for, doubtlers, the king is prefent as 

G 4’ well 
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well there as in any inferior court, and is 
fpeaking the f&me words, nulls negabimus juf- 

$22 Yam. ,, 

The words then give no man a right to 
be heard in what court he pleafes, but in fuch . 
as ihall be appointed him ; 

And this is the onb birth-right, which either 
clergy or laity can pretend to have in de- 
terminations of quefiions relating to their 
property. 

‘If the court of chancery by injunOions 
fhall flay proceedings in the courts of common 
law; if the courts of common law by pro- 
hibitions fflall ltay the proceedings of ecclefia- 
Aical cotn-ts, is ithe j&ice promifed by magna 
char/a denied to the Farty who may not pro- 
kcute in thofe courts ? 

- No : for, he is not to have the 
advantage cd law contrary to good tonkJFCimt; 
inur is any man to file in an improper co~rC, nor 
any court $0 have cognizance of an improper 
acdule. 

An?l if the courts of common law compre- 
hend, within the% jurifdXtion, the full view 
;ansf fuperintendancy of the ecclefiafltical cotxts ; 

if 
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Sf the courts of equity have the fame compafs 
in reviewing and fuperintending the courts of 
common law, with power to abridge and reitr6n 
--their proceedings as ju&e may rquire 4 

Hath not the legislative power, zhe pnr- 
Siament of rhe kingdom, jkpreme cognizance of 
all courts and methods of recovery, with I.&e 
.pover to refirain fuits, as they &all fee ,aaufe 2 

T3y magna chnrta the k:ng is ,fLvorn to day 
no man judice, to delay ns mad jffdice, 85c, 

But is the parliament bound not to alter 
the laws, or not to amend, explain, and re- 
peal them, as the good of the kingdom ihall 
require ? 

The :king, as chief mag$?r&f, is undw 
this reftraint ; in this eapaciiy he cannot have 
cognizance of public convcniencr : but the 
king, lords and commons, as IA-gtf/Ltars can- 
not be reftrained, They mufl provide for 
public cLncrnie/lcg, as inperior *to al4 ocher con- 
hiderations : -Co that to limit prl:amerrtary power, 
as if it were regal power, is incongruous wiLh 
.legUntion, and not to be charged on the WOJ-& 
&$he 2rea.t darter, 
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If therefore the ruuntry parfin is enabled 
by parliament to fue in any m-lain COW, and 
may receive a determination accordiqg to the 
ufage thereof; ju fiice is mt denied him. 

The words of the plea, in fetting forth the 
hardfhips which the par@ muft fuffer from 
this bill, fuggefi, that the power of j&ices of 
the peace to determine quefiions of property 
without‘appeal, is a method of j&ice not ufed 
In this kingdom : 

A fuggefiion fo falf’e, and fo fully to be 
difproved by every day’s ufage, grounded on 
the laws of the kingdom made under many 
kings, that, I will charitably hope, the author 
of the plea rather forgot than concealed the 
f;& which confute him. 

It is a method of juftice ufed in quefiions 
of property between the king and the fub- 
jeti, where the public revenue and the trade 
of the kingdom are concerned, and where the 
value of the property in queftion muit, beyond 
a11 comparative propor Con, exceed the value of 
the whole tythe of the kingdom. 

t 

Thus the ffatute I 2 Car. II. cap. 24. gives 
the general quarter feiiions of the county power 

10 
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to adjudge, to levy, mitigate, compound, or lefi 
fen the forfeitures and penalties of perfons of- 
fending againfi the laws of excife. 

And no ur&wavi fhall fuperfede .their 
proceedings, or any of their orckrs relaJihg TV 
ex;cife. 

By the r4 Cur. II. cup. I I. any j-u&e may 
commit pet-Cons hindering ol%cers of the cufiomsS 
in the execution of their offices ; and the juf- 
rices at the quarter fefions may in&& the pe- 
nalty of ~00 i. upon them. 

By I ~LZC, II. cnp. 19. the jufiices of the 
quarter fefions are yearly, at Eaj?er and ML 
fb&mas, to afceitain the market-price of corm 
0r grain imported. 

As by 5 & 6 @? & k? cap. 7. they are to 
Gtlle the price of fair and rock-Mr. 

And by the Mute 8 Anvw, rap.” 18. twa 
juftices may fettle the afize of bread, from 
whom there may be an appeal to the generag 
quartw 4;fions Qdy- 

Alfo by the itatute 12 Ahnti, Pad. 2. fiJ? rc 

sap. 18. three juflices have power to adjufc the 
charge of faking ittanded goods, 

626 hd 
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And .further,. j&ices of ‘the peace -ha,= . 
-8ower given them, 

By the 20 & 32 Car. 11. to ccmvi& per- 
fans who offend againit the a& prohibiting 
.the importation of great cattle, WC. whom the?y 
may imgrifonfor three months. - 

;By tbe I JPZW, cap. 21, they have power 
to conviCt gerfons knowingly receiving, or buy- 
ing goods clandeitinely run or imported, whom 
>they may (for want of difirefs) imprifon for 
.rhree months, 

By the 2 & 3 Annq cap. 14. they have 
power to convia perfons who do not pay the 
qmdty of 20 5. per bushel for fait brought 
from Scatland, whom they may imprifon fix 
months. 

;Power is likewife given by <the IO & 11 
X III. cup. 22. that the juflices of the peace 
at their general quarter ieirrons fhall .hear and 
determine matters relating to the *duties on 
&It, upon any appeal by the perfons grieved by 
*the judgment of two juftices-, and the deter- 
minatim ..of -.&ch general guarler feffions &all 
d3eind. 



And by the aEt I Gro, I. cap. IO. one ju- 
nice of -the peace may convie perfons of- 
fending in the fib-trade and levy the pe- 
nalty of twenty pounds by Mrefs, or, for 
want of it, commit the ofkders to twelve 
months imprifonment. 

And by the a&s 6 Gee. I. cap. 21, and 8 
Gee. I. cap. I 8. two j.@ices refiding near the 
place where feizures of brandy or veirels of 
the burthen of fifteen tuns fhall be made, 
by virtue of any aQs relating to the cufloms, + 
for carrying uncuftomed prohibited goods ‘from 
Sps inwards ; or for relanding certificate 
or debenture goods from lhips outwards 3 and 
where feizures of horfeo, or other cattle or 
carriages fhall be made, for being ufed in the 
iaemoving and conveyance of fuch goods : 

SHALL examine into, hear and determiae 
all fuch feizures, and their judgment &all be 
&final, and not lizble to any appeal (even in rhe 
+prt:r fefions) <nor to say writ of ce%mri. 

And that the jufiices of tkpeace may be ea- 
abied to hear and .determine quefiions of #co- 
.$erty, is e.nafied by 
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to appear and give evidence on any information 
before fuch juitices, for offences q@inft the laws 
of exc;i~e, fhdl &&eit ten pounds. 

It will no,w be incumbent on the clergy, 
w their a&octie t&s. pleadiq parfin, to kew 
why the clergy’s proper&y is tythe fhould not 
for the cafe of the fubjefis of Eyglrrnd, and for 
the attainment of fpeedy jufiice, be heard and 
determined by the fame methods, which the trea- 
fure of the crown, and the property of mer- 
chants and perfons intereited in all branches 
of trade, mufi fubmit to witlout appeal. 

There laws afSe8 not only the llbertp and: 
property of private dealers, not only the re- 
venue which fupports the civil government, 
but the interefi and eifates of that vail body - 
the national creditors, who have trufted their 
properties to the faith and honour of pnrlia- 
ments ; nor do there laws affefi the funds 
on which the current k-vices of the year, and 
the fafety of the king and kingdom muit at all 
times greatly depend. 

There Iaws as they were enaAed to deter- 
mine quefiions of property, in cafes of this tran- 
fcendent value and importance, have been always 
efkeemed, laws of rigorous advantage in favour 
of the property t;vbich they are to recover and 
maintain, 

They 



They are laws which by thole pev/ons why 
are fued in confequence of them, and accord- 
ing to the methods prefcribed in them, have 
ever been conceived lefs indulgent or eligible 
than any other laws upon which [u&s or pro- 
fecutions may be grounded. y 

And the extenfion of there la.ws to other 
branches of trade, as it was lately propoGzd, 
occafioned the greatefi uneafinefs amongfi thofe 
who are ZiabZe to befit-d in thefe methods, that: . 
ever was known in our times. 

Yet this fevere and rigorous method of Ju- 
Aice have the people called L&&us defired, of 
the legiflative power for the recovery of t~Ges 
again/t them, rather than continue liable to the 
multiplicity of Cuits, the protraQions of caufes, 

. and excefive colts of Cuit, which are not lefs 
grievous to themfelelycs, than odious to the laws,. 
and repugnant to natural juflice. 

They wifh not to be- fried in this method, 
becaufe it is indulgent ; they and all man- 
kind know it to be a method iufficiently fevere 
upon thofe who are /ired: but they pray it 
from a reafonable view, that they may not be 
ruined by Cuits in all fiapes carried on with- 
out end, 

They 
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They know it to be a /;re method of xcover- 
.ing tythe, and are only kJlic~t.tous for it, &cat& 
it is short and fpeedy. 

This may be the 0~7bfry parjk’s neal ob- 
je&ion to the method. For, he may de&e 
to perfewte the edakw as an obitinate Non- 
mnformij; the may gratify unchrifiian revenge 
againfi them ; and may for this equitable rea- 
ibn complaia, that any reftraint of fuch fuits 
denies him the metr5ods of juJ;ce u&d in this 
kingdom. 

%t appears, from the Ratutes already cited, 
30 be a method of j&ice ordained by law, in 
cafes of the moft general, important, and valu- 
*able concern. 

But while this revrrmd trrder oppofe it, as 
a method. of juftice not ufed in this king- 
dom, and therefore not fit to be ufed #in 
deterrniniag queitions which reiate to the+ 
property : ’ 

Can it be thought credible, that the clergy 
incited, purfued, and efiablifhed it themfelves, 
,as a method of jufiicein punifhing thequtiker$, 
and aI1 other protefiant diKenters, J$-.& wet- 
$+ip (If’ Gosi according to their confciencgs, 

iafli& 
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iofli&iag upon them fines, imprifonment, and 
banifhment from their country by the fame 
orbitrury decifion ; which as zealoufly as it 
was fought for in taking away the eitates of 
nouconformilts, is Co grievoufly complained of 
as taking away the birth-right of the clergy 
in the law, and depriving them of their main- 
tenance ? 

If we look back into the a& made in the 
fourteenth year of Charles ihe Second, entitled, 
An aA to prevent mi)hiefs and dangers at-z&g 
by the people called Qakers 4 

There it will appear, that jufiices of the 
peace, at the quarter fefions, had power to con- 
vi& by notorious ewidencr of thfal7, and to sfifine, 
punish, and tranfport ,@aLers., en conviCtion of 
Ltheir holding that perfuafion.. 

Strange ! that the clergy fhould think the 
arbitrary decifion of a .qaarter kfims Cmpe- 
tent to take away the fortunes of this peopb, 
and to banifh them from their country ; yet in- 
competent to determine fuuits brought againfr 
them for tytl3e-s ? 

With regard to proteifant diK’ters of all ded 
aominations, the fame method of proCecution was 
&abliked by the influence .of the clergy. 

The 



cde it refirained j ,d$%&g , teachers, from 
cckng within j%e u&s of any corporation, 
17 Car. II. cup. 2. 

Ena&ed, that two ju,@m might commit 
offenders of their own convi&iag to no lefs than 
J;x months imprifonment. 

f. The f?atute 16 Car. II. cap. 4. 

TWO jlufiiaes wexe authorized for *the firit 
Q-%&X to fine the party five pounds, or to 

.’ jnqx$oa k&opt bail for three months, and 
their certificate IXIW to SK a -ramd of con- 
ViAion. 

. 2. For the &mad &ewe they were to 
, infli& a fine af ten pounds, or fix months im- 

gribnment : 

3. And, for the third offence they might 
tranfport the offender for feven years, unlefs 
he paid one hundred pounds before the end of 
xhe feffions. 

II. 
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?I; The ftatute 22 Car. II, COP. I. 

The conviAions were to be by.two j&ices 
of the peace, and the fines to be levied by 
their warrants of difirek, though in fomr: 
cafes to the.value of twenty pounds. 

2. The appeal of the party aggrieved was 
to be to the quarier .&Gons, and RO court &was 
to intermeddle with any caufes of app.eal upon 
this a&, but they were to be finally deter- 
mined by lhe garter .E~%vIs *on@ 

3. And a juflice of the peace in one coun- 
ty, was to certify to the j&ices in any other 
of the flight of the offender. 

There laws which were obtained before 
the happy revoZution, and which were difpenfed 
with afterwards by the fileration-a&Z, in favour 
of the protefiant dilfenters in general, and by 
the A$irmation-aR in favour of the @akers in 
par tidular, 

SHEW the a’ectj%n of ju/Jices to be a me- 
thod in great repute and eitimation with the 
clergy before the revolution. 

And though they now fuggefk it to be a 
method of j&ice lrot u/id in the kingdom; yet 

the 
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the clergy themfelves, after the revolution, ic- 
ferted the claufes in the A$Yrmntion-aA, which 
gave juRices of peace thefir- cognjxnnre of qua- 
.JerJ tythes. 

They inferted them in, a law which had 
no relation to tyt&, and they would not agree 
that the @akers aSmation fhould be taken in- 
fiead of an oath, unlefs juitices of peaceSmight 
be trufied with this arlikary decifion of their 
.tythes. P 

A decifion which they think reafonable to 
corhlude thk Quaker,. but not the parfQn, in 
pflions relating to tythe. 

Thus the power of j@ices of peace is a 
good and wholefome provifioa, when given 
for the benefit of the clergy : but an un$afI and 
arbitvary method when ulk& fox the &of the 
Qaker, 

Thus it is right to (hut the Qaker out of 
all the king’s courts, when the parfon holds 
it expedient to recover tythe in the coun- 
sry ; but it is denying the parfon t& ju- 
Jice of the great charter, if contrary ta his 
option he is referred to a decifiou, in the 
couatl-y, 



“%‘hus the @aker fhali have no optiort 
of courts of juitice to defend the property 
which the law hath given him in nine-tenths of 
his fubfiance. 

Bo t the parfon kall claim%berty to pro- 
fecute in town and country, in W$%tinJer- 
hall, the eccleJaJical court, and the quarter 
Ireg;dti~, without refiraint, for the fingle t-ythe 
in which he hath an intereif, or he wilt 
complain that the jufiice of magna cbarta is 
denied him i 

And, the Qgaker kall have fuffered pro- 
fecution at the Qarter feffbns for forty years 
together ; 

Yet the country parfon 0x41 tell us, that this 
decifion by .juJices of the peace, takes away 
the clergy’s birth-right in the law, and is a 
method of jufiice not ufed in this kingdom. 

Tike country pa&n, 1 fay, fuggdl s it; 

For, I can hardly believe, that any man 
above that low charah’er, would be fo fcanda- 
loufly weak, as to fuggeit a fan, which the 
poorefi rountry plowman, from daily experience, 
mull know to be falfe. 

7 And 



And were it pofible, that one of grea&?r 
Emine~c~codd~ fo far be wanting in his duty+ 
to truth, to his GOD, and his reputation, it 
would hew him to be confirmed in that un- 
blujing proj’itution, which takes delight in the 
want of honeit frame, thmgh enemies rejoic% 
and friends are confounded- at his infamy. 

A per& 06 this habit only, could be ca- 
pable of adding to the nu-mber of unjufi 
complaints, the clamoar againf% the determi- 
nation of juitices in their quarter fefions, as 
an arbitrary dect$h ! 

As if it wile matte arbitrary than a de- 
&ion of a court of epuily, where a clergyman 

. mufi fue for his tythes if he is diffatisfied with 
cornmar law. 

Or, as if it were WYe arbitrary than the 
decifion of n csurt of dc(rlegates, where he mufi 
have his lafi refort, if he rues by ercllejo]Ji- 
cd procefs. 

It might be thought, from this complaint 
of an at-bitrayy de;$n, that the clergy mere 
remarkably fond of trials by juries, where 
the verdiA is in the judgment of twelve men 
fpecially impanelled at every afize : and that 

they 



they oppofe 
and dislike a 
jufiices. 

a decflIon by one 
dernict( refort to, a 

Yet itrange as it may feem, it is cer- 
tainly true, that cd-1 153 f&its fw rgths ag&& ’ 
the Qu_aksrs,+ I 094& t.b naber fought ei&e.r 
for the arbir~ury dcci&n of comts of: eqtityr- 
where the la& refopt is te the hotiCe,of lords+ 
or for the zor8 av-bit~ury deeSon of ec&fia- 
itical courts, where the lait refort $is. to. a court 
of delegates. 

And; t.he cotintry. $MGXS; is nut conrelid’- 
ing that judgments kould be Z$ arbhwy, 

than the bill allows : but that fuits fhbuld be 
mol-e unlimited; he approves this method of 
juitice,’ but would’ IIOT be codfihed to it; he 
would tie the L$WI~W down, but thlaks it 
mofi unequal and unjufi that the p~r-ti kould 

- be compelled to abide by it himfelf. 

- 6 The aas of king WiZz’am (fiys he) took 
c no remedy from me ; they provided an eaf’ 
‘ remedy for the recovery of @akers tythes 
4 aud {mall tythes ; they did not ihut up the 
6 king’s courts againit me, but left me at 
6 liberty to take the new method, or if it 
6 was neceirary, to re;fort to the old ones. 

c For 
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6 For this I had reafon to be thankful, and 
6 have always chofen the new method for my 
6 own fake and my neighbour’s fake, 

After fuck an acknowledgment that the 
remedy is eafy, that the parfon had reafon 
to be thankful for it, and always had cho- 
fen it ; would any man believe that fiace 
thofe a& have taken place, the clergy have 
carried on in the mofi oppr+?ive methods no 
lefs than I I 53 profecutions ! 

The reafon of which rigorous fuits feems to 
be, that the mOce gentle do not anfwer the par- 
f&h intention in /;ing. 

This intention is befi to be underfiood 
from the words of the country par-n’s plea, 
which aarts, that the law was defigned to 
puniJh the @aker with-holding tythe from the 
parfon. 

So that the recovery of tythe is not fuf- 
ficient to the parfon, unlefs he can pz~tiz$$ by 
the method in which he recvve~s. 

The pa&on, as a principle of his’ religion, 
holds tythe to be of divine right. 

The 
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The &aRer, as a principle of his religion, 
holds tythe to be aboliked by the inititution of 
the chr@‘an church, 

The law gives the parfon tpthe as a 
temparal interefi ; and the parfon goes to law 
not only to recover tythe, but to avenge the 
divine right of his order upon the poor .$&ah-, 
who calls k antichrijian. ’ 

He knows the Quaker cannot yield that 
tythe, which all of his feQ hold to be againfi 
confcience. 

He can by law recover it in any court ; 
and if the proceedings of fome courts are more 
expenfive than others, he will fue in thofe 
courts, that he may pun@ the Qalrer in the 
method of recovtring tythe. 

This may agree with the boundlefs am- 
bition, and caufeIefs cruelty, of fepfi kcciefia- 

, ,fiicks, but it would be reproachful to the juitice 
of a legiflative power, that should allow one 
part of the CubjeAs to take advantage of the 
unhappinefs, the infirmity, or religious preju- 
dice of another part, for the ends of vexation 
and opprenion. 

v 0 L, II. H Yet 
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Yet this is the cafe, ahiM $e parfon 
may worry wakers for tythe in every cotxt at 
his will. 

If the pa&on Cues in the exchequer, or pro- 
fecutes in the ecclefiaiticnl courts, he can 
opprefs the k@uker with heavier co& ; and 
perhaps, by litigioufnefs, may for the benefit of 
his church, add the tenth part of a farthing to 
the rate of his tythe. 

Will the parfon then be fo charitable as 
to fue before the j&ices, who can only levy his 
tythe, but not oppreis the Quaker with coils ? 

frauding me of my tythes. 

‘Therefore, 

To make eccIeGafIica1 power terrible a- 
nlongft nocconformifts, to fubdue their oppo- 
Gtion to the pride, the infolecce, and ufur- 
pation of unconfcionable churchmen, to make 
fevcre cltatnpIes of thofe who oppofe &z&e 
right, a,nd to indulge a litigious id$iably- 
covetous temper; 



The parlon will Cue for tythe, not where 
he CWY eafily recover it, but where he CLHZ with 
greater advantage at once mower and opprt$. 

This is called a foul charge on the clergy, 
and their advocates want a fpecification of 
fuits, that they may be able to vindicate their 
conduO. 

The fuits fhall be Ei)ecified in the proper 
courfe of enquiry - In this place it is 
enough to obferve, that as foul as the charge 
can be, It is a prafiice which every clergy- 
man hath at his option ; and whether it be fit- 
ting that the clergy fhould be trufied with 
power to opprefs, is a queflion of fo eary a diC- 
cullion, that they have not a friend in the 
world, who, as to his own particular, would 
chufe to litfe at their met-cy. 

It is taking away his power to opprek, 
which occafions fo great an alarm. 

The couniry par@, zenlous for his power, 
pretends that the want of it will expofe him to 
injury. 

‘ The Qaker, fiy~ he, kuowing that P 
have no refort to the law, but mufi be CUD- 
eluded by the jtiff ices in the country, will not 

Hz ‘ only 
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( only keep all my tythe from me, but will ufe 
6 all his art and application to reduce *the value 
4 by the judgment in the country. 

‘ The juitices in the country will be under 
6 a temptation, to ufe this power to cultivate 
( an eleCtion-intereft. 

( Many @akers are freeholders ; and as 
( they are great traders, have influence over 
6 many others, and will a& as one man in 
6 oppofition to the parfon. 

6 I have but one VJ~P for the county, and no 
( inlet.eJI.’ 

This objeCtion is grounded altogether on a 
fuppofition, 

That the Qakers, one of the IeKer bodies 
of difTen ters, are fironger in property and inte- 
rcfi, than all the clergy of the rllurch of Engfaud, 
the two univerfities included ; 

Confequentlg, that the C@akers weight in 
trade will bear down the clergy’s‘ weight in 

* laud; and, * 

That country gentlemen will court an 
JeEtion-interefi rather among the Qakers than 

&he 



and ORTHODOXY Jhaken. ‘49 

the clergy; whereas in fa&, two thirds of the 
counties of England are governed in their county 
eleaions by church interelI : 

And, in fuch counties will the @nIter or 
the parfon be moft likely to prtvail, by the par- 
tiality of country gentlemen .Z 

This parfon lays be hath b&t c?ze vstr+, 
which is hard upon him; becaufe, to my know- 
ledge, he hath m.re tbnn o E berlejce. 

He fays he hnii’l no jnterc/?, which I am 
equally ferry for ; becmufe, if it is true, it is 
owing to his ce y bad chsi otJ(;lr. 

But can this allegation be general ? Can 
a beneficed clergyman have no intereit, where 
he hath fuch a property as iythe, and where 
every farmer mufi fubmit to his will, to avoid 
oppreffive profecutions ? 

This power of maintaining a multitude 
of fuits is the molt formidnh!e power of the 
crown. And, if an oj’iter $exc$e can in forne 
degree influence votes in elefiions by his 
power to opprefs (which many fiatutes pro- 
vided to reitrain fuch influences have declnr- 
ed) can a clergyman,’ having power to profc- 
cute, be without the fame influence over the 

H3 votes 
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votes of the people ? And, is there not the 
fame reafon to refirfiin it ? 

Every clergyman by his interefl with the 
more devout and yielding feex, by his inter- 
courfes with the iick, by his knowledge of alf 
the family-affairs in his pariffl, and by recon- 
ciling even the quarrels which he foments, may 
procure to himfclf the highefi influence over the 
votes of his people. . 

TAThen the weight of his property in their 
Llnds is added to his interpofition in their pri- 
v:!te r,Ziirs ; when fear co-operates with kind- 
I,C!s 7 and he can awe thofe into fubmiffron 
\: kaom lx cannot pcrfuade to love him : 

What pariil:ioner, having a vote in elec- 
tions, can refufe it to the requefi of his pas-km ? 

I was ever of opinion, that a clergyman mufi 
have the worfi judgment of any man in his 
neighbourhood, if he hath not the beftinterefi. 

And, the pretence, that trials of tythc by 
juflices of peace will become fubfervient to 
an cle&tion-interefi, might mtorally make a 
Qaker fear to abide this trial, where the biafs 
of the court muit: by fo great a probability be 
be in favour of the clergy. 

But 



But this is the difference between the pnlfon 
and the Qaker ; 

The juftices, if ever To much biafl?d, cna 
only by a fpeedy de&on levy the tythe ; and, 
this will not aggrieve the Qaker : 

Whereas the pnrfon covets a protra;?cd f;lit 
in an expenfive court, which may not only re- 
cover his tythe, but gl stir’); his revenge. 

With this view he magnifies the Qakers 
dealings in trade, and il!tere!ts in elefliofis ; 

As if there could trnnfcend ‘that in:ertfi 
in land, and power in el&ions which the 
tythe of the clergy, the endowments of chap- 
ters, colleges, and unive! fiiies, and the cpiT10- 
pal revenues of the kingdoin, have eRabiiihed 
in f‘lvour of the church : 

A power, that every m3n fees to be daily 
increnfing from the capacities of that corpora- 
tion, which is en:ibled to purchafe all the 
lands of Er~gl~~ld in mytmain. 

A power th.~t will, in the courfe of time, 
if it be unchecked in its progreis, extend its 
{~vny over all the property of the kingdom, 

H4 thwgh 
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though contrary to the genius, and tending to 
the deitru&ion of this free government ! 

With the view of Cupporting this exorbi- 
tant power, the counirypa~fin takes the infamous 
liberty of taxing the juftice of all mankind. 

It is his grievance, that, 

I. ‘ By this bill he mult be tied down, for 
4 the value of his tythes, by the judgment of 
‘ two j&ices, out of whore lands the tythe 
6 al i!is, and whole tenmts pay it. 

2. I The two juitices who gave the fen. 
( tence uill be on the bench at the quarter feffl- 
‘ ems, or if they are not, it may happen that 
‘ their brother juitices may think it more expe- 
6 dient that a parfon fbould lore forty or fifty 
( fhillings (a great part of the demand) than *’ 
4 that two worthy gentlemen jufiices of the 
4 peace fhould be fufpeAed of partiality. ’ 

3. a The eitablilhed miniltry will be left 
6 without a maintenance, by the iniquity and 
‘ partiality of witnelfes, who are generally far- 
L mers and countrymen, and undervalue the 
‘ tythes, though by evidence upon their 
6 oaths.’ 

This- 
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This is the decent and charitable manner 
in which the tount~~ par-on expreffes himfelf of 
the whole people of England, from the country 
gentleman down to the country farmer : 

As if the, gentlemen in the ronlm@ba of 
the peace for the feveral counfiies of England, had 
not as a fair a reputation for juftice, arid as few 
temptations‘ to be partial, as the judges of an 
ecclefiaflical court, who, though the creatures 
of the ckrgy, fit there to decide the properties 
of laymen : or, 

As ‘lf it were a foul charge on any man who 
wears a caffock, to fuppofe, that he will be 
opprefive in his fuirs, or enormous in his exac- 
tions, though manifcflly for the enriching of his 
family, and impovtsriflling his adverfary ; 

Yet a modefi and fair accu[ation, that none 
of the gentlemen of Exglnl;d are fufficiently 
impartial, to render jufiice between clergymen 
and Qakers. 

The firit allegation, 

‘ That the parfon will be tied down for the 
r value of his tythes to the judgment of two 

@5 ( gentlc- 
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c gentlemen, out of whore lands the tythe 
4 arifes, or whofe tenantspay it, 

Is abfofute?y f&e : 

Becaufe, I. The bill excepts fuch jufiices 
as are any ways intereJed in the tyther ; 

2. The parfon who may complain to my 
Swoirgices, never will complain to any me, our 
of whofe lrmd the tythe arifes, or whofe tenant 
pays it ; but 

He will have the whole commiffion of the 
pence to pick two juflices out of, and will cer- 
tainly apply where he hath molt crpe&atmn of 
partiality to his order. 

The next allegatian, 

6 That when two juftices of the peace 
6 have given fentence, the getitlemcn oftbe comty, 
x may think it more expedient that the parfon 
6 should lofe forty or fifty fhillings (a great 
6 part of his demand) than that two of their 
4 brethren Should be fufpc&ed of partiality;’ 

Is abfurd, malicious, fa!fe, and fcandalous. 

It 
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It not only r&e&s ou the hbnour of the 
gentlemen of Errgland; but fuppores, that twb 
jufiices cannot err in their judgment without 
fufpicion of partiality : and, 

It fuppofes, that all the gentlemen of a 
country will be partial and unjufi;rather than 
that two of their brethren fhould be accounted- 
erroneous in any particular judgment. 

Did the country po$n learn to think thus of 
judicial proceedings from thofe in eccle/%a/lical 
court; ? Is the chancellor of the diocefe, partial 
in favouf of the clergy, lefi the church fuff~r 
fcandal from the fuppofition that a clergyman, 
who 1oCes his caufe is unjufi in his fuit ? Or, 

Is the dean of the arches accuftomed to 
think it more expedient, that the appellant in 
his court lilould lofe his fuit, rather than that a 
&other do57ur (the chancelior againit Whofe 
judgment the appeal is brought) should be fuf- 
petted of partiality in I;is decifion ? 

What have the landed gentlemen of this 
kingdom done to offend this porS,~z, that they, 
who of all others are mofi interelted in the 
public happinefs, fhoutd be treated as leafi 
of all qualified to adminifier public jrrfllce .Z 

H 6 4 Or, 
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Or, that they (h6uld be peated as a band 
of raparees, combined to fupport each other in 6 
a&s of injuitice; . 

And, lefs to be fufpec’ted of deciding fuits 
impartially, than that wooden implement of 
church power, who judges by cominifflon from 
the clergy, who owes them partiality in 
requilal for his promotion, and is, tempted ;o 
encourage a multitude of Cuirs to encreafe his 
own fees of office Z 

I hope the gentlemen of the county where4 

. in this carlllid parfon refides, will make him 
the moft public acknowledgments of thefe in- 
difcriminate reLle&ions, which fo remarkably 
diftinguifh his humanity as a gentleman, his po- 
litenefs as a fcholar, his meeknefs as a clergy- 
mao, and his charity as a chriltian. 

But T hope at the fame time, that he will 
never be admitted to fit amongit them; beA 
cnufe a man, who can think of them as fuch a 
partial& of m~jheants, may probably be an 
example to juttify his own refIe&ions. 

And as to the charge on the farmers and 
countrymen, who are reprefented in every part 
of the plea, as robbing the cIergy of their main- 

tenance 
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tenance by their iniquity and PP+U~, in under- 
valuing the tythes, it will be a fufficient anfwer 
in general, that if there was lefs avarice and 
injuitice in the clergy, they would be lefs for- 
ward in accufing the country of iniquity and 
perjury. 

It is faOt, that the farmers #in general never 
gave the pm-j& fo high a rate for his tythe, 
but he looked on it as below his due, and were 
they to give him nine-tenths of their fubitance, 

‘it would not fatisfy the ravenous fpirit of fome 
clergymen, fo long as the farmers retain onepart 
in ten to themfelves. . 

Is this feverely fpoken of the clergy ? Let 
any man judge, whether it can be more fevere 
than warran table, when provoked by a clergyman, 
who is capable of defaming all the gentlemen of 
England as partial and unjufi judges, and the 
whole yeumanry of England as knaves in their 
dealings, and perjuredvi&ains in courts ofjuftice. 

Perfuading myf’elf, that fo much as hath been 
&id on this fubje& will vindicate the honour of 
Engl$3 gentlemen, and their competency for 
the juriidi&ion which is given them by this 
bill ; 

I proceed to examine the reft of the pre- 
tences, that it mufi injure the pat-Con’s property : 

of 
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Of which none can be more enflaming, than 
the complaint in the 16th page, 

6 No Qpker, Jbrs the pm--n, will, after 
fuch a law fhall be made, fet out his tythes, 
but will retain them to his own ufe ; and 
I fhall be debarred of having them in kid, 

how neceffary f&ever they lx. to my own, and 
my family’6 Cu’ubfifience. 

c By law the pa&n cannot fet out his OWQ _ 
tyzhe, and carry it away, but thse occupier 
of the land mufi fct it out; and if the par- 
fan intermeddle with the corn before the CX- 
cupier hath feet out the tythe, he is liable to 
an afition, 

‘ Tile eaker’s confcience will not per- 
mit him to fet out the tythe : Co that with 
the law on ohe fide, and the @aker’s COR- 

fcience on the other, no tythe can ever be fct 
out in this cak.’ \ 

Would any man imagine, after this grie- 
vous complaint of the law on one fide, and the 
Qaker’s confcience on the other, that the bill * 
aftually gives the parfon a better remedy than 
ever tb receive his tythes in kind ? And, that 
ii they are really nec&ary to his own, or his 

family’s 
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family’s fubfiftence, he may have them in kind 
of the Qakers by the aid of this bill ? 

He fays the eaker’s confcience will not per- 
mit him to fet out the tythe ; 

But then, the bill fayr, the juflices Warrant 
fix41 immediately levy thefe tythes. 

So that the diftrefs may be made upon the 
tythable matter, and the parfoh may have it in 
kind, with better meafure than if the Qaker 
had fet out his tythes ; 

And the Qaker ihall pay the cofts. 

This is eafy juilice. 

But the parfon hath alledged, c That by 
( the laws in being, he may recover M4e 
* damages of every C&raker not fetting out his 
( tythe.’ 

\ 

This is the parion’s real obje%on againfi the 
the bill ; and a moft confcieniious obje&ion it 
will appear to be ; for 

The parfon, knowing the Qaker to be 
reltrained by fcrup!e of ronfcieme from fetting 
out his tythe, looks upon the penalty of irrb.‘e 

* damages 
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damages to be a Cure inter&, which he hath at 
prefent in every Qaker’s property ; and where- 
as he hach but one iytht of any other man, he 
takes three of every Baker, or Jxfiillings in 

thepaund from the produce of the land, befide 
deitroying great part of the remainder, by load- 
ing him with COOS of fuits. 

Can you think then, that the p+n will 
confent to a law which may pin him down to 
his t@e only, and not allow him to recover ~eble 
tyihcr of every Qaker in his parifh ? 

Can you think that, whilft the Qaker’s 
default of Setting out tythe is fo profitable to 
the pat-ion, he will ever confent that a jufliue 
of the peace fhould/ei ihem outfir ille .S@aRrr, 
and fave the poor man from the penalty of a 
default 2 

This is reufin with a parfon againit the - 
provifion of this bill, but can never be a 
reafon with any other man. It may be an in- 
terefi of precious concern to the clergy, but 
it would be a reproach to public juff ice, 
were they fuffered to demand t!rel times the 
value of their tythes in the king’s courts, 
on pretencc of their mt being Jet ulct, when 
any two ju/jiLes of the peace in the neigh-, 
bourhood may gr,lot their wnrrants to takk 

them 
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them in the field, in the barn, or wherever they 
may be found. 

If this does not fatisfy the pa&on, there is 
an expedien,t, which, as I have heard and be- 
lieve the Qakers will not oppofe, and which 
mult filence the parfon’s obje&ions. 

The two juffices of the peace, who have 
power by their warrant to levy the value of the 
tythes, when they are withheld, may by their . 
warrant authorize a fit perfon to Pet them out, 
when they ought to be paid in kind. 

The law, in this cafe, will not impofe it on 
the @aker to fet out tythes contrary to his 
confcience, nor will the Quaker be fubjek to 
pay three tythes for not having fet out one: 
but an officer will be appointed to fet out the 
tythe, which the C&aker, from his fcruple of 
confcience, is difabled to fet out hiqnfelf. And 
the parfon will not then have the plea of necef- O 
Gty, to juItify his going to law for his tythes, 
nor the Rapdalous temptation of fuing the @~a- 
ker for three times the value of them. 

The parfon may anfwer, that this will be 
’ a proviiion for the recovery of great tythes, 

as roan, hay, 6”~. But how Ihall he take his 
fmdll tythes ? ‘ Muft I, fiys be, in the 27th 

page* 
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4 page, watch when a cow falls into labour, or 
‘ mufi I keep a regifier of all the calves and 
4 pigs that are born in my parifh ?’ 

This leads us to the objeAions which he 
makes, in the next page, againti this bill ; _ 

‘ As the law now fiands, the parfon can 
bring a bill of difcovery in courts of equity ; 
in which cafe the farmer is ob!iged to fet 
out his tytheablematter and the value, and is 
liable to profecution for perjury, if he is guilty 
of it. I3ut is every juflice in the kingdom to 
beereCted into a chancellor ? If not, by what 
proceeding ihaIl the pa&on make a difcovery 
in there cafes ?’ 

It is to be obferveci, that the parfon firfi 
puts a cafe of a bill cf 8tpcvety to be brought 
in the exchequer, after this law fha!I take place : 
yet in the next paragraph complains, that no 
fuch bill can be brought there. He firIt com- 
plains of the hardhips which he fhall buffer in 
bringing fuch a bill, and next fets it forth as his 
hard/hip that he cannot bring fuch a bill, This 
is extraordinary ! 

I know not, that the law propofed will 
take away the jurifdifiion of courts of equity 
to retain bili5 of di~~v3yj I am not certain, 

that 
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that the proceeding by ti:l in equity is the molt 
reafonable method to be ufed for fuch difcovery. 
-But in anfwer to that arch queition- 
IS ewry juJl;ce to be evefled inlo Q chancellor ? I 
mufi fay, it feems as reafonable that there fbould 
be a chancellor in every court Qf quarter fef- 
fions, as in every court of the ckergy : and, I 
think, if the law mufi compel a Quaker to dif- 
cover the value of his tythes, that in this cafe, 

- the cheapefi method of difcovery will be the 
bsft method ; and that the j&ices at the quar- 
ter fefions, may examine him with as good 
effe& (tnough not with Co tiach cofl) as the . 
pat-ion can interrogate him with, in the court 
of exchequer. 

There is a flight obje&ion in the fame page 
worked up into a loud complaint, ‘ that the 
‘ jufiices cannot compel witnelfes to attend 
‘ them.’ But to remedy this, the fame cIaufe 
may be provided in this bill, as in relation to 
the excife, by the a& 7 & 8 K III. which in- 
Ai& the penalty of ten pounds on any one who 
fhall not appear as a witnefs, on fummons from 
a jufiice of the pezce. And, 

The Qaker mufi be equally folliciteus for 
fuch a claufe, as he mufi be equally af%Cted by 
the want of means to compel the appearance of 
witneCTes, 

SO 
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So that, in the manner of working up this 
objeCtion, the counfry par-on itrains it beyong 
what truth can juflify, and endeavours to make 
the clergy think, from this prefent want of poiver 
in j&ices, that this bill denies it, becaufe it 
does not mention it; and that in the manner of 
drawing the bill, it feemeth intendgd to leave 
the property of tythe precarious. 

Whereas a bill of this comprehenfive nature 
c3n hardly be prepared, fo full or fo correA 
in the fix-0 drawing, as to want no additional 
claufe or amendment ; and the ordinary forms 
of parliament give ample opportunities for in- 
gerting them before it becomes a law,. 

It is next objefied, that 

6 In the original caufe before the juRices, 
‘ the parfon is fuppofed to have juft caufe of 
‘ complaint, and to recover in fame shape or 
‘ other, and to be entitled toaofis. 

And that 

‘ It is probable he may ordinarily be the 
C appellant to the quarter fefions, and co& 
c may be againfi him. 

C How 
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‘ How is it then, fuys de parfin, that the 
6 bill limits the cofts in the firfi infiance, 
6 when the pa&on is to receive them, and 
6 leaves them arbi~at’y in the 
‘ the parfon is ro pay them .$’ 

fecond, when 

There is nothing more in this objeftion, than 
that two juftices are limited to give coffs, and 
the whole bench, at their quarter fefions left 
to give colts according to difcretion, And, 

1. In the firfi infiance of complaint, it may 
be reafonable to fpecify the colts, which fhall 
not be exceeded ; to the end that the two ju- 
itices, though ever fo partial to the complaint, 
may not opprefs the defendant with cofts. But, 

2. Jn the appeal, if the parfon or @aker 
appear to be litigious, it may be reafonable, 
that all the j&ices of the county should have 
power to give exemplary coos, though it might 
be lefs &fe to leave it in the difcretion of any 
two of them. 

And now we come to the grievous objsAion 
againit the bill ; (page 29) that 

a If the parfon bring an indiament or in- 
< formation, againit the Qyaker or his wit- 

‘ nefks 
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‘ nefis for P E R J U R Y, and fhall fail to 
c make a legal proof (as is fnggefked he eafily 
c may do) in that cafe, ibe dill/ays, the defen- 
* dant hall recover tr*etZe co/s, 

Extremely hard ! that a ful/;: accufation 
of perjury fhould be liable to T R E B L E 
COSTS! 

If the pat-ion cannot prove pevjtlry, why 
fhould he charge it ? If the nature of the proof 
is difficult, does not j&ice impofe this diffi- 
culty ? Ought any man to be conviAed of 
fuch a crime from flight appearances ? From a 
covetous parion’s fufpicion ; or from a difap- 
pointed parfon’s refentment ? And if the parfon . 
wants the evidence which the law requires, 
fiould the lam allow him, unpunifhed to pub- ’ 
liih fo much infamy ? 

This is the manner of moving compaiIion for 
the clergy ; 

I. He reprefents the two juffices, before 
whom he complains, as unjufi judges. 

2. He reprefents the whole bench of ju- 
itices, before whom he brings his appeal, 
as partial to the injuflice of their two 
brethren. 

‘If 



If he brings a bill of difcovery in the ex- 
chequer, 

3. He reprefetlts the waker, a$ perjuring 
himfelf to defraud the parfon of his tythes. 

Or, if an iffue be dire&d by the exche- 
quer for the value of tythe to be tried by the 
country, 

4. He reprefents the verdiA of the jury to 
be very partial ; and, 

5. The witneliks in evei=y cafe and every 
court to be perjured and corrupt. 

Such a combination is fuppofed to be in eve- 
ry country againit the claim of tythe ! 

If the p&on (holding all thefe articles of 
faith as necefiry to fahation) cannot prove this 
INJUSTICE, PARTIALITY, PER- 
JURY,andCORRUPTION; 

What then ? 

Why then, he muit pay irclle CO$S ! 

Did ever the chr$‘ian church fuffer fuch 
&rfecu tion ? 

8 Yet, 
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Yet, a layman would be f’et in the pillory, 
for a tithe of that defamation which this par- 
fin hath published againfi the juitice of his 
cowl try. 

I confcfs, if I might judge of a man’s con- 
fcience, who t$ould publish fo much flander 
againit all ranks and degrees of men, I fhould 
take it to be of the blacken complexion. An 
honeit man will repofe a reafonable confidence 
in the honefiy of other men, but he who would 
have no man thought to be jufi, feems to wiih, 
that no man fllould be in a condition to do him 
jufiice. 

However, fince the oppofition to this bill 
hath had- its chief iupport from the clamour 
again0 the power of the j&ices, fince the gen- 
tlemen of Eng!and have beeri charged with fuch 
corruption, partiality and injufiice, it bath been 
propofed that the judge of @ze fhould be ap- 
pointed, initead of the court of puarlrr fifion~, 
to hear and determine appeals; and, the @a- 
kers have not objeCted to this propofition, be- 
caufe they,defire no other than fpeedy juflice, 
and will be glad of receiving it any where. 

Nor can the parCon objeA to this final 
dccifion by the judge of affize, who can have 

no 



do interefi to’ cultivate in the country, who 
cannot have any undue regard to the j&ices, 
from whom the party appeals, and who will 
ncit be the fame peribn ataay two a&es in the 
fame circuit. 

There are, neveit helefs, ibme * obje&ions 
againfi this alteration of the bill. 

I. It is not yet known, that the judges are 
w&g to be charged with this additional 
load on the buGneCs of -the afire. And, it 
may not be rear&able to impofe it upon them, 
if it can be other ways difpofed of, ‘becaufe ihe 
late a&s of parliament, efpecially thofe relating 
to the difcharge of debtors, have already occa- 
iioned more bufinefs to come before them, t’han 
the ufual time of afizes will allow them con- 
veniently to determine. 

And, 2. The next objeAion is of itill 
greater weigh 1. Such an alteration WOLIICI - 

countenance the fcandalous objeEtions again8 
the honour of the gentlemen of EnlI~~nd. 

And therefore, I declare myfelf freely on 
the matter, I Ihall give my nqative to it. 

Every gentleman by this time bath furmed 
Ibis judgment whether the juitices of pence de- 

vo L, II. I ferve 



ferve this tmk; ot wktbtt tl~ p&w wkh 
w&h this birl irlvc& dlern; wliibt.*&at to 
tkk ends fk wMch is is propokd. Ad t&r* 
fore I ihall not exam’k my fia&er the cau~+-~ 
pav)n’s obje&ions, either to their qualiff cations 
for the cognizance of tythes, or to the fuf-” 
ficiencg of their jurifdi&ion for the recovery of 
tythes. Bp t, 

The gencral eflfl,, which their decifions 
will have, upon the inferefi of the ckrqy !n 
lythe, a~ it is foretold by the country par@, 
deferves very particular notice. 

‘ The quarter fefiions price, fiys he, will 
4 be a itanding rule for the value of tythes 
‘ in every county. And 

6 The bill will probably, i’n ppochrs of 
6 time, introduce a general mm &rimandi 

4 for the whole kingdom.’ 

To this I anfwer, that, / 

I can&t fee the probability of any fuch 
confeciuences to flow from this bill: or, that 
when the j&ices have determined the value of 
tythe in one farm, it will be a rule for the 
due of tythe in any other. 

For, 



Or, will it condude the parfon, with re- 
fpea to any particular eitate, that the juUice 
dettermined the value at fuch a rare in say par- 
ticular year? WiEl be PMX ffiew that the land 
hatk been improved, the produce incteakd, and 
tha-t the value of his tythe is greater than when 
it was lafi determined ? 

This infinite variety of cafes, this frequent 
difircnce between one farmer’s land and ana- 
ther’s, nay, ‘between the fame laud in different 
years, will make it impofible that the qzurtw 
JURORS price, as declared on any occafion, can 
become the fianding rule for the value of tythe 
in that county, or even in that parilh where ir 
arifeth. 

12 nut 
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But if a genera1 nroahu decimmdi for Qhe 
-whole kingdom were to enfue ; if a known dh 
~emzinate value could be eltab&hed for the tythi: 
of every county, though I fee no hope of at- 
taining it, I think fincerely, that it wouId be 

-a general good, as well to the clergy as the 
1% : For, . 

The clergy would be endowed with a be+ 
ter maintenance, drough they were allowed qt. 
lefs ra$e, and the laity woafd be charged 
with a .lighter burthen, though they paid aa 
higher rate. 

The certaiety of the* modus would fave the 
expence of thefe unhappy controverfies which 
impoverifi the garfon, who even raifes the vab 
lue of his tythe, and which beggar the farmer, 
though he brings it below the value. 

The Me to the modus would be fimple, 
clear, and anperplexe’d ; the recovery of it eafy 
and short. There would be no occafion of 
racking the kayman’s confcience to difcover err 
his oath again0 the biafs of his interefi. And 
there could nC)t pMibly be an opportunity of 
cheating the patfon of his maintenance, as-is 
now faid to be praLWed, by Perjtiry, Par& 
Zity, and INjt(j?i(c. 

The 



= 73:: 

The advantages of this certain appointment 
f& the maintenance of the clergy, are ma- 
nifefi in thofe parif’hes where it is levied, by a* 
PO U N D R’ A T E upon- the inhabitants; 
nor will I deny the reverend order-this juitice, 
that, tenacious as they are of the divine right 
oft~shes, they have never icrupled to prefer a 
parliamentary right ia a pound rate, where ” 
promifed them a better revenue. 

In general, it may be fetid with truth, 
there never was an impofition on mankind tnor~‘ 
f?-uitf~! of law*fiitr, than the claim of tythe,.,. 
which never kn‘ows a certain value, 

Nor, was there ever an impofition more 
grievous and opprefive than the claim of tythe, 

’ which takes a tenth from the produce of the 
poor man’s labour, who manures the land, 
who employs his own flock to raife the tyth% 
amd furrenders the choice of the harveit to the. 
priefi, .who neither ploughs nor fows. - 

The improvement of the land is at leafi 
equal< to the value of the land, and a tenth part 
of the produce free from all charges of raifing, 
it, is not a tythe, but a F I F T H part of every 
man’s property ; a fianding LAND TAX 
OF FOUR SHILLINGS in thepoundi; 
uponall the fubje&s of England. 

1 3. If, 
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If it be confidered with refpe& to /mnZ/ 
tythes, the grievance is heaviefi upon the 
pooreit of the people. Thofe who are rather 
objeEts of charity, and fit to receive alms, 
are the fubje& of ecclefiaftical opprefion, and 
compelled to p3y iythe. 

If a poor widow, the labour of whofe 
hands, and the produce of whofe garden, are 
the only fubfifience of herfelf and five or fix 
czfldren,, hath.at% q$e-i~~ the mu8 give the 
tenth of her fruit ; if fhe keep a .ben5 .fhe muR 
give every tenth egg, or every tenth chicken i 
and if flle hath a bet-h&e, Ihe tit& yieki a 
tenth of her wax and her honey, 

TO THE PARSON OF TfIE 
‘PiWiSH; 

Who, if he is srot fatisfied with her cod- 
tribut’mns, will profecute her in the ecclcfiafiicai 
court, and make her depofe upon oath, how 
many pz$$ns grew upon her tree ? How many 
rhirks were hatched I How many eggs wire 
addled ? And what cafualties happened in the 
management of her B E&H IV E. 

This was the complaint of Ck~trser’s plow- 
maa, againa xhe prieft of his times ; 

For 



For the tythhg of a dtrc&, 
Or aa atpIe, or an aye, 

7 hey make men here UJWI a bo+4 ; 
Thus they fouh CbY~tV faye.i 

Is it then unreafonable to complain of t& 
tythe of the clergy, as the e&-wind that wi- 
thers the fruit, .the caterpillar that deRroys the 
harvefl in the ear,’ the locufi that preys upon 
the property of the rich, and eats up the bread 
of the poor ? An hat-py that carries law-f&a in 
we <Jaw, ~nd’,firtine in aa&er ? Tbstt de- 
vours what tile public taxes @aye, and is more 
inexmable than an excife ? 

This prod*@ou~ ufurpation upon the pro- 
perty of mankind, makts the bill before us the 
Moe sbrolutely necefiry, and moves all indig- 
nation figainfi the parfon, who luggefls, c l’hat 
( the bill will encourage the Quaker in &ring 
‘ up a right, upon the plea of confcience, to 
4 mother marls flata’ 

I faid to myfeff, 
I 

Doth not the coun~vy par/on appeal to P2repy 
. tplat2’s confcience, when he demands tythe of 

divine rigbi ? 
14 When 
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When he claims. it as a dn#y to God? 

And, mufi he not fo far allow the Qua- 
ker’s con/cience to decide ? 

But., f~,+s the par+, 

‘ I wil’h the Quaker’s conf&ence could, be 
examined in this point. Is he a (and-owner ? 
Let him be aiked, upon his confcience, 
whether he paid any confideration to the 
vender of the land, beyond the ufual price, 
and upon a fuppofition ‘that no tythes woul& 
be due from his land ? Is he a farmer, 
Let him be asked, whether he pays more 
rent, than a church man ufed to give fOr the 
farm, and in confideration of his paying no 
tythe ? If he cannot fay that he either bought, 
or hired the tythe (and he can fay neither) 
what title hath he to it ?’ 

I mufi.here obierve, that 

The country par/En lays down a law of 
property, by this examination of the Qaker’s 
confcience ; 

A propofi tion, 



That if any burthen upon land fhal-1 

‘i77- 

COXl-* 

tfnue, till it leffen the value of our lands, iti 7 
then becomes a property in the ufurpers, ancF i 
the landed men fhali never bi dif&arged: 
becaufe all fubfequent purchafes are made wit-h-p 
the confiderat’ion of. fuch an incumbramze rt~rn t 
t&e laxA (1 . . 

There are thrte remarkable cafes in our hiG; 
tory, which will fall under this propofition ; _ ,, 

I. The ancient Romefcof, or Peter-pentl,. c s 
was a penny charged upon every~ houfe, ‘Erl, ’ 
ha, king of the Wej- @axons, b&g at ~+R%,m Iv 
iti4p,pilgrimage, Annv - 720, and _ by Ofi, l&g’ : 

I of the Merriam, Anna- 794.,, to fuMri- the . 
Englifi fchool rhere. It &noun ted ’ to-9 three- -- 
hundred marks and a nobk yearly; fcry th& . 
whole realm, and was paid to the feeaWof,Rome 
on the feafi of St. Ipzter ad %zculi belrxg the _ 
fidi day of AuguJI, till it was-&&M&d by P~)T- 
Lament, 25 Hew VlJL AWO 1x S&J. ;. 

II. The ancient Dane-gelt% was a- tribtlre,, , 
06 one ihilling, and afterward8 of two fhill~gs,, , 
upon every hide of land ; originally le&&fosc .- 
clear,ing the, f%as of .Qam$& pTy.rate% ort.fiwr - 
purchafing, peace, of>; tlxm, a&. by, Ethelred,., ~ 
~1x1 raifed for this purpofe, firit IC+OOQ A.ne.x,c I- 



~6,600 L then 24,000 1. then 36,~oo 1. and - 
lefily, &ow J EHtvard the co&kfTii releafkd 
this tax, It was levied again by the @queror i 
aad by W. Rufw ; but it was r&a&d bf 
Herr. 3. and finally by IL S~~J%H, 

IN. TM at&&t &jYm, or the dkitiathz d’ 
a11 the fubje&s goods, was the ufual &b&I) 
given from time to time by parliament, and 
was levied, as is the tytht-of the clergy, by 
the W& of every -thing in kind. 

Thus in the parliament roll 13 E. III. Nu. 6. 
The lords grant to the king, th tenth JM~ 
of all the corn of their demefnes, except oftheir 
bound tenants ; the tenth Jikce of wool, and 
the red lamb of their own flare, to be paid in 
tti0 jW4t3; UUd prg ‘that &ii pU4 WU 7ljt 
ht& 63 cufiom. 

So, in the parliament roll of the next year: 
14 E. 111. N.-s. it is entered, the preZates, bag 

$ons, and all the commons of this realm, grant 
ts the &kg the ninth lamb, the ninth @ccc, Ihe 
ninth &af, and of cities and borougk the ~.~t’y 
ninth part of all their goods and chattels, FO Bc 
taken by two years to usme. And with this, 
agrees the ftatuts book, Anti0 14 E, III. Stat. I. 
sap. 18. 

But, 



’ : $2 . 
But, when the aid give0 was a quirwlJi&~ 

or Fftcenth, then, the king appointed WM & 
Gf&rs in every mnty ; and they appointed 
twdw 3n every brtndred, whe made a true va- 
luatim cpf awry m&s p* e&ate, and 
c&cd &e,fftmtb pact tci &x kvie& 

This word @me or decima is equally uGd, 
as ~11 fur the tinuas of the church, as for 
thdk d the crown ; and the itatute 2 aad 3 E. 
Yf. cpp. 36. terms the tenth $ the d! rgy (which 
were anciently paid to the /eo of Rcme, and 
given by pope Urban to Richard II.) P E R- 
PETUAL DISMES 

The city of London paid this year for the 
jfleenth, 28602. ~3 J. 8 de and the abbot of 
St. Edmonds, 6661. ~3 S. 4 d. which was by 
~amp~fitlou, and theieapun he had all his tem- 
firal good+, tid the goods of his c&v~#, d& 
charged of the jj’teemfr. 

Sometimes, the 8@ and pin;tflJ~ v)ere 
@-ahted both together, as in the 6 I!!. 111. an& 
di[me, and one quin-di/;ne were g&m fo tM 

16 king, 



i&g, to be levied of the laity, in aid of’ l-G& 
expedition againit the SCHL 

At other times, the d$m or tenth w5h 
granted fingly, as in the aforementioned in- 
ittinces, 13 E. III. by the lords df their own 
fiore ; and 14 B, III: by the clergy, nobility6 
and commons for the whole realm. 

And the quin-d;/me or fifteenth was like- 
wife granted feparately, of which the ialtances 
occurring. ie fucceffive ages are fkarcely to be 
numbered&’ 

Thefe methods of’chargiag the fUbje& were 
confiantly made ufe of, till the reign of king.. 
C&r/es I, when the great demands of money, 
which the civil war occafioned, introduced oup: 
modernmap- and land-tax. 

NOW in all the& cafes, ZJ;~ 

I. In the cak of the Peter-penct, whiclt 
continued:a rent charge upon houies for the 
&ace. of eight hundred y+~s ; I 

2. In t-he cafe+ of &ses:g:goZt, which con-- 
tinued a rent charge for the fpce of three hunf 
&-ad years; and, 

. , 
3% I& 



~~RTH~D~~Y~~~~~~ r I& 
3,- IR the cafe of the dijke aki~q&-A~~& 

which aroii, within little more than the WI+-- 
tury after Dane=gdt expired, and levied the tenth; 
or fifteenth of the &bje&‘sgoods, from&me tQL 
time, for the @ace of three hundred >years .: 

. -, 
The vaIue- of the Iand of - E$@zd-became- 

&paired, by reafon of the charge, and every 
purchafer paid a lefs price, whilfi fuch incum- 
branccs continued upon them 

But, would our ancebors have fiffered ‘either- 
the pope, or the crown, to examine the con- 
fciences of the people of England in the abfurd- 
manner of this country par-on? Would it have 
been endured; either to- fet up a>rigAt in coti-. 
J&ce to.the perpetuity of PPter-pence, cw Dane- 
@, becaufe every modern purchafer had bought 
his houfe or land the cheaper, by reafon of fuch 
burthens upon them ? 

Doubtkfs the fame qveitions might hkve 
been alked, in the cafe of Peter-pence, and of 

’ Dane-gelt, as in the cak of tythe, and the fame 
anfwer mufi have been returned ; and, 
, fi . . 

When the ancient aids of dzjyes and puim 
&fmes had gained eflablilhment by courfe of 
t,&nq and the hmd was become chcap,er,..by) 

reafim 



reaba 4 thsCe t&&&s rtals @W&S @an&d 
txmiml~lf w th8 kiqij 3 %lwtdQ sot -i.h oto*a 
htrva ita% vial d&e bf perpwity ia tItd eutb 
Ia& khe stsktb fleece, the thntb fEsaf, snd the 

tenth part uf the gobds of tbc iabj&s ; ori 31 
the f;fieentb, according as there rates and impo- 
fith~ ~~elfed the goalie af property 2 W4d 
rwt the kiw hawe claimed MB tpvltb or fifjrt& 
by the f&W &P 8/ cef+n&, as the clergy ti 
up to efiabliih their &ate ia t& 7 An& be- 
caufe the continuance of the impofition had 
lowered the r+mt of all the lands, might not the 
king, with as much rearon, have told the fub- 
jeits, that the tenth, orfjfieenth of their ei)ates j 
had been paid of fo long sbntinuance, as had 
extinguihed the rights of the jr/ owners? 
Might he iiot haire urged, in behalf of fuch a 
rent charge, (as the clerkg notv tirge for their 
ty&e) that every man bought his land, and 
hired his farm, in expeAation of being khje& 
to fuch a charge ; and, that the price of the 
land, and the rent of the farm, being lefs on 
&is accoctlnt, fib man cotild have‘rlght ever to 
& e&d, fince ho man cotild have property in 
&-~r which he did not purthaie? 

This may very fully evince the unreafon- 
rblenefs of th sorr#~-- pq%i’s plea f 



I anfwer, that I havh 

The ri ht of a free fubje&, to enjoy the 
proaiirc 6 f hii wrl fi#mif $ 

find, tiy tit& CO the incumbctred part of 
tny &Bte is fo far $$Yu& ‘as aBy dtht @Ifi’S 

title to it is bad. 

If I buy an eflate with a rznt-charge, an 
rtndrdty, or a t)rsrtgage upon it, and there in- 
cumbrances fhall be confidered ia the ptirchafe ; 
yet, if afterwards it appears that the perfons 
daidng thi’i rent.chargP, this amity, ot this 
Ntorrgbgt, never had any jtifi right therein : 

Am I bound to make their b&I title go&d 
in law or confcle’nce, becaufe I bought the 
eltate cheaper, on fuppofitibh that they had 
lawful incumbrances upon it ? 



In the- p&&on *of land I am in the con- 
dition of the prim occupant : I-am-not bound 
to &ew my title to any man; I am not bound 
to ihew that I bought it, or inherit it, It is 
fufficient that I poKefs it, unlefs he, can Chew a 
prior or better right to it. 

And, whether I bought my fr&oM cheaper 
or dearer, I am by law and conicience entitled 
to hold. it -as free and clear, as if I had held it. 
Corn the creation .of the. world. . 

This do&ine of gaining an ej?ate in perpe- 

t&y through any impofition upon land, which- 
by, length of time, makes the vah of it ZeJ in 
fnbfequent alienations, and, by pretended eq+ 
ty, the in&-@ in it leh to all new purchafers ; 

IO-,oP. dangerous- conGzquence to the whole 
LANDED INTEREST of this kingdom, . 

It efiablifhes a. right /bmezohere in. a P E R7 
PETUAL LAND-TAX; becaufe withiu 
forty or fifty years time, Gnce the land h-ath 
borne this charge, the value of land hath di- 
minithed in proportion; and two thirds of the 

_ lands of Englad, having- w’ithin that time by 
piurchafe or exchange p$Gd into. the hands of 
ww owners, (as. may probably be the. cafe of 

61 ati: 



~&ORTUOD~~Y jib&en. I&~ 
&IZ our lands before this tax calz be releafed): 
therefore the land owner, who bought his land. 
fubje&$ to- the ufual land-tax, &all in equity, 
and confcience be for ever liable to pay NJB,, 
three, orfow fbilllings in the pound, by r&on 
of his having bought the land ebeaper. 

And; the country parfon fhall afk him thofe 
fubtle queff ions, 6 Is he a land owner ! Let 
‘.kim be asked, upon his confcience, whether 
( he paid any confideration to the vender of 
c the land beyond the ufual price, and upon 
6 fuppofition that no land-tax would be dile 
c from his Iand ? Is he a farmer ? Let him be- 
‘ aflied, upon his confcience, whether he pays 
6 more rent than ufed to be given for the 
6 farm, and in confideration of his paying no. 
6, 1and:tax ? Ifs he cannot fay that he either 
L bought, or hired, the land-tax (and he can 
( fay neither) what title hath he to it ? and 
6 therefore, there muft be another owner who- 
‘ bath a juJt title. to it.’ 

From rulis of‘ propcr~y and rights of @ate, 
fuch as this country parfin would, efiablilh, it 
muI) follow, that no ufurpatGm on the 1Qnds 
of a kingdom could ever be refumed, con- 
fiitentty with confcience ; that the foundations 
oF ecclefiaftics, in the rburch of Rome itfelf, 
ought not to be taken away, becaufe the priefis: 

ham- 



land owwr out of their inheritances ; and, 
that, 3f SHIP MONEY had been efafied 
for a length of time, till the value of all our 
‘3ands had funk under the exa&ion, new pur- 
&/b-r wonld have hlf$ no right TO have been 
edid of the burden, bucax%e they mid &tr;e 
bought the land charged with it, and cheaper 
by reafan of it. 

Leaving him to the di.kipline of fuch naa 
tiad jufiice, wheaiewr it &all fiad him - 1 

totally 



and Ch~rf0~0ftY fi62kn. I87 
totaMy deny him, or any peAon living, 10 pof- 
fef$ any &ate in the land, by reafwn of its hav- 
iq been lowered iti value, through an unjult 
impoGtiou ; I ccx~eitre ht claim tf @e to have 
no orher faupdariaa, in lag of W&%NX, than 
Peter-Peace hsd be%-+ it was abonkcd by & of 
parliament ; I conceive them both to have been 
afurpations of the fame nature, which gretv 
and obtained in the t&es & darknels and de- 
votion through the cr@ft of a #rc~nar)i clergy, 
and the fuperftition of a blind Lle&i& laity5 
3 likewife apprehend, that as the wifdom of 
par&went utterly aboWed rhe o~ak, beaaufe it 
irnpoveriIhed the kingdom, fo the reprtia- 

. tives of the people have not only a right, but 
are bound in duty to moderate the U&V, v&en- 
ever it Ihall be exorbitant iti its amouar, OT op- 
prelfive in its exaAions. But, 

BFauie the &ate of the clergy in tythe, 
is fo much inlifted on as their right in con- 
fcienle, it may be fit to enquire on what ten- 
fidsration they had their original grants. The 
confirmation QC king S T E P H .E N is an evi- 
dence of this kind, the preamble to which is 
as follows, viz. 

duct&! through the providence of divine 
mercy we knew id ts be Jo ordered, atid by th 
ch~rch’s publl$%zg it far an8 way, awry hdy 

bath 
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bath heard, that by the d@ibatioe of ah per-. 
fins may be +Johed:j‘rom tlii bonds -of J;n, and- 
squire the rewards of beaaenb joys: 3 &t~ 
p.jm, 4 th e grace of’: God king of England* 
being willing to have a.part with them, &JO by 
an happy kind of trading exchange heavenly things 
fir earthly ; asd /mitten with the love of God,, 
and for the /a/vat&a of my own foul, and tha 
ibuls of my father and mother, and all my fore- 

fathers and anceJcrs (confirm tythes and other 
donations to the, church *.) 

After fwh a fpecimm as this, T cannot 
*have the leafi doubt that eltates given under fuch 
mfiderations-, are of all others the mofi propet 
f;or the difpofitioo.of parliment. But wixh re- 
fwence to the country par@z’s charge again& 
the Quaker, that “ his CottJtjerzce, which wilb 
‘6 not allow him to pay tythe, is u corz~ienr~, 
~~~-which will nor permit his aeighbour to take 

+ Qoniam divina mifericordia providente cog- 
novimus efE difpofitem, & lorvge lateque przdi- 
cante ecclefia, fonat omnium auribus divulgatum, 
puod ELFEMOSYNAKUM largitione poffint abfol- 
vi vincala peccatorum, & acquiri coelef)ium prce- 
mia gaodiorum ; ego Stephanus Dei gratia Anglo- 
rum -rex partem hubeve &ens cum illis, qui faelici 
kommff c ‘0 cozI&ia prc~ terrenis cornmutant, Dei 
amore compunEtus, & pro &lute animae meae, et patris 
d matrjSgue mcd, & omnium parentum meorum,.A 
eL aatecefiorum, UC. 

“ and.: ._ 



‘U and enjoy hr”s owr~ property09’ It f&&eth rea,- 
Sonable to hear the Quaker fpeak for himfelf; 
and the firongefi writer on this fubjeEt among@ \ 
the Qakers, being Anthony Pcur&, former17 
a j.uitice of peace in W$?marland, let us heap 
what he’,fays *in his,grcat cafe of tytbes, on the 
queition that tytbe ought tu be paid as a rent: 
charge upon, the eJatc. , 

II + 
Unto which, fiys be, I anfwer, . , 

cc That though it were true,, and could 
6 be proved, that my ancefiors gave tythes, 
c and that for ever, yet am I not thereby bound 
6 to pay them, or itand any way chargeable 
‘ with them. It is true, when they were owners 
‘ of land, they might themfelves yield and fet 
‘< forth what part of their increafe they pleafed, 
Lx or might have given the tenth, or any other 
‘ .part of their land as they would, or they 

“< might have charged upon the land what rent 
‘ they liked ; but they could not charge their 
4 poiterity with that which was no ways theirs, 
L.~or.&hich, in any true fenfe, confiru&ion, 
‘. or underfianding, they could be faid to have 
‘ any. property in, and which is not paid by 
6 reafon of that which is derived from them. 
6 For, tythe ‘is neither paid of land, nor by the 
4 .rtafon of the land, but is paid by the redon 

. 6 of the increafe or renewing; and therefore the 
A doArines 



c dootiines of the old fathers, and the popi& 
8 Iaws for tythes, do as ~4 require ,the pay- 
‘ .ment of the, ter?th part ti me,n’s .~SI oc 
‘ gain, whether by trade, commerce, oc mer- 
6 cljandize, as of the fruits of the earth. Yea, 
6 the tenth part alfo of wages, aud perfQ4 in- 
c crea&, though pot raifed iqmediately by 
6 Iand : and f’urely uo man 14 fay, that h_e gags 
s tythe of the6e becaufe his anceltors charged 
6 him with them ; nor will any mao allow; that 
6 another petdbn, by any gift of his ancefior, 
4 can have another diflin6 prcqzr!y +I the 
c tenth part of the fruits of his labour ; and hhg: , 
6 cafe is the C4lme as to all tythes, whether pre- 
,c dial, perfaal, or mixed. If I fit itiN and 
‘ ploegh not, QO corn will grow ; if I ,bt Oil1 
* and work not, no profit will rifb; fo that it 
*’ is my fabour, my di@nce and indufiry that 
l raifeth the tythe, and in my pawer it is to 
C make it I& or more ; and fometime, yea of- 
‘ ten it falls out, that the tpthe of corn is thrice 
4 more worth than the yearly value of the land 
4’ on which it grows; and herein tythe of corn 
c is far more hard and unequal thgn perronal 
‘ tythes j for the one pays but g tenth, all 
6 charges dedu&ed ; [he Qther pays the tenth 
6 of charges and all.’ , 

( Mine ancefior cauld not charge me with 
6 that which doth not accrue by reafon of 

3 ‘ that 



d OltTWPB%P jfwa* Y 
!’ that crtich Z km 6ram him ; wr am E hmnd 
c bBdi!i mins ai~~xitar kfF me hi& h-2 pag 

6 wtbc+ whiib is nat paid by reafan ~6 the lasld, 
* but of t&3 increa& unto wbkh I 6~ 8~ Wre 
s tied ly lqw, tbi;m. he is who harh ktc&ea 
6 tihmlaad; ’ ti&um~aod.& aathfq 
6 I pry aen @a. If I bavc kmwak, tkwgh 
6 oa land,. I oughr by 3aw to: pay tykhm If 1 
‘ h&and my lard fo thti tk iarereale k not 
‘, ta be kmrclla), fm Fy3iflm aa 430 rmmed 06 
c me; and th& if;Zp&wra my Iaad, no 
f tytha ihaN be paid few the gtatk whih is &en 
( uafuver& Inppr on@ a fwh~dydw fur ti3td vi&h 
‘ &a* depdhre tan i&; whieb m&es & &-CR 
4 that tythe is not paid by the reAxz otf the 
‘ lan.4, but of the bck; ad, idm.dFpk 
6 lies in my prowet ta m&c rbe t@w nwch., 
‘ little, or nothing; if I plough, and few 
6 corn, the tenth part! of the increafst 1s ge- 
6 net-ally more worth than the Ia4 oa which 
L it grows, which comss not bg the laad &hac 
6 defcends from the: NWA?W, bppr becaufe ti 
6 the incrcafe won with the great charge, in- 
‘ duky, aad labour of the hufbaadman. If 
6 I paflure my ground with iheep that yikld 
‘ a fleece, the tythe will be confiderable, 
‘ though not fo much as by corn. If I pafture 
4 with cows or breeding-cattle, a much lefs 
6 tythe is paid: and if f eat up the pafiure by 
c ho& or barren cattle, a fmall and incon- 

6 fiderable 
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q fiderable rate is only required ; though ih 
‘ few placesof the nation would that have been 
4 recovered in the times when pop@ laws were 
c at greateft height. But if I plant wood, 
6 and let it itand for timber ; PY, if I itore 
6 my land with be& which be fenz natud, 
6 wherein the& is no perfonal property, no 
6 tythes fhall be paid ; or, if I will let my 
6 land lie wafie, (which may be fuppofed, be- 
‘ caufe it may be done) or will eat my mea- 
‘ dow or corn fiandiog, no tythe can be xequir, 
6 ed. AI1 theCe infiances n#raifeft that tythe . 
* Ml hath relation to the sock and +petfonal 
‘6 eftate, and not to the land ; and is paid by 
6 the reafon of the Qock, and not of thebland. 
6 And fo no ancefior could lay and perpetuate . 
6 fuch a charge as tythe upon it, nor could he 
6 bind his fucceiror to pay it. If by my an- 
‘ cefior I am bound to pay tythe ratiune tenu- 
6 rm, or in confideration of the land which 
6 he leaves me, to what value muft it be of? 
4 I may yearly pay more tythe than the land 
6 he leaves me is worth : if I keep it in 
6 tillage, and if I ,paifure it 1 need not pay the 
6 twentieth pat’t. Have 1 not herein (with- 
‘ out fraud to my ancefior) power to pay 
4 him much or little ? HOW then is tythc 
6 like a rent certain (which is by ibme pb- 
6 je&ed ?) If tythes were paid by reafon of 
6 the land, furely there is moft reafon,. that 

6 the 
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r,the tenth p*t of the grafs renewing upon 
6 al1 pafiure giounds should be paid ; for the 
6 land Oil1 brings that with it; and, it is 
c eafily dividable by rent, or let by month. 
C If atio&r hath as good right I to the tenth 
c part of the increafe, as the owner hath to 
a the nine b why cannot he take it &ith- 
‘ out the owner’s fetting it out, or recover 
’ it by afiion of debt or trefpars ? But it 
‘ is clear there is no title till it be fet forth ; 
(, and then, if the owner of the land carry 
i it away, an a&on of trefpars lies, becaufe 
‘ he had fet it out,! and given it to another, 
c and fo altered his property, as one man 
c doth by marking his cattle for another man ; 
‘ and therefore ic is, that the law which com- 
6 mands tythes, doth not give power to any 
6 one to take the tythc, becaure he had no 
4 title, but enjoins&the owner to ret it forth ; 
c and in fo doing to make it another’s by 
g his 0x22 confen!. If any man claims tythes 
( by my ancefior’s gift, may I not aik him, 
C to whom, or for what my anceflor gave 
c them ? And, it is plain beyond dcrid, that 
‘ all thofe gifts of land or tythe in En,n!an,i 

g (fince AuJIin the monk planted the pop;j;rJ 
c faith, and preached up the new payment 
‘ of tythes) were given to ~o/.Gf5? priefij, far 
‘ faying prayers for the fcouIs of the givers 
‘ and their deceared ancefiors, as old cot+- 

v 0 L. Ii. K ‘ era tions 
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* crations do witnefs : and therefore in reafon, 
1 if the tonfideration and fervice be ceafed, 
\6 fo ought alfo the wages ; for ao man in 
~Jaw or equity ought to claim wages, when he 
‘J will not do the work for which it was given; 
6 and feeing there pop+% priefls and prayers 
1 are laid afide, the gift (if any fuch were, 
6 and cou’ld be ‘binding) ought to return to 
6 ihe donor; a.nd may not, without his conrent, 
* be perverted .to another u’fe. 

‘ But fame oi$eR (as the rcramlryporSon hath 
* done in liis p&q) that 

When I or my mce~or bought the land, it 
was fold cheaper [bccuu$e it was Juppo/ed it 

ought to pa> tytbc) than I or my ancejor could 
hawe bought/irch land as was Rmwn tq be tythe- 
f&z ; .and ‘therefore, having a cheaper barguin, 
J amhnd in equity to pay ty&e. 

% anfwer, 

6 That, I have already proved all land is 
J tythe free ; and that the charge of tythe is 
6 upon the flock and perfonal efiate, and not 
* upon the land. And, the itrength of this 
* objeAion lies in comparing thofe who pay 
c tythes, with thoie who are free. Thofe who 
4 buy lands tjthe-free are eafed of this oppref- 

a fion, 
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I;on, and are in no hazard :- and, though a#1 
others ought to be fo, yet it being a que- 
ition, whether they can cafe thtmielves af 
the burthen, they buy under a hazard, and 
are fub.je& to fuch a charge, But if they 
cafi off’ the yoke, they ger but what is th+r 

own; and feeing we have denied the p6pC’S 

authority and Supremacy, we may, fo foon as 
we can, whcJly c~fi off the burden which he 
laid on us : and thus, he that buys lands 
in the years of trouble and heavy taxes 
may, perhaps, buy much cheaper than when 
none or little is paid : LlJ he therefore be 
required to pay taxes when others are ,dif- 
charged! Orj fhall he that bought cheap 
pennyworths on the borders between Eng- 
Zand and S~ollartrl, why thofe parts were in- 
felted with moj-troopers, always pay tribute 
to thieves and robbers ? We bought land 
when the pope’s yoke was upon our necks; 
and if we cafi it from us, we may by as 
good reafbn be eared of OUT tythes, as they 
of their taxes. But if I bought it rhoper, 
what ‘is that to the itate or .the prielt !’ 

This is the Qaker’s defence againit the 
charge of fitt%g up a tide on the pleu of coti- 

JrLnce to anotht r 777un’5 e/ate ; wherein he 
proves, that his tenth, which the parfon claims 

.in the produce of land, is neither his right 
K 2 b,v 
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by any condition annexed to the inheritance 
nor by any confideration allowed in the pur- 
chafe ; that neither the donor of the land 
gave, or could give it ; and that neither con- 
fcience nor equity can require the Qaker tt, 

‘pay it, 

The queltion will then depend upon the 
judgment of the legifiative power; and we are 
itill in the proper method of debating, ,what 
lneafures the legiflative ought to prefcribe, be- 
tween the par-fort and the Qaker ia the cufe of 
tythes. 

We are told upon this footing of the judg- 
ment of the legiflative power, and with fame 
air of triumph, that perfons withholding tythes 
are Oiled evil-dijpofed Per/;onj, 27 Hen. VIII. 
;rzof regnrding ibeir duties to God anh the king, 
32 Hen. VI 11. and ailing of an ungodly perverfe 
will and mind: to which the parfon might 
have added, moved andleduced hy the inJtigati0r.z 
of ;he dLvi!: - it would have made the 
fame imprefion on the r:mmons of Great B13ri- 
tain, before ivhorn he is pleading ; and, it 
would have been as full an anfwer to the charge 
upon the clergy of ogweflcirz, avarice and in- 
jujice in theirJ?uits for fythe. 

The 
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The words pel-verft, ungod.f’y, ur;duti,fzdt ELI 
God and thz Ring, prove, nothing but that the 
priefis, who had po\yer to obtain a penal itatute, 
kxl leave to call people names in the preamble 
to it, nut 

If it be urged as the fenfe of thofe times 
concerning non-payment of tythe, will the par- 

&n allow me to cite other itatutes, made about 
the fame time, as the CenCe of the fdw-makers 
upon other ecclefiaitical pretentions ? 

I fear, the fenfe of parliament hath very 
little weight with the clergy, when it is not on 
the fide of their ambition ; and therefore 1 may* 
not perhaps hold it conckfive, when, influenced 
by their ungodly management, it lets them look 
to defame and dalnn their enemies, as enemies 20 

-God and the king. 

The Mute of the fir0 year of Edward VT., 
rap. 2 

c That elefiions of archbikops and bifio(ps, 
6 by deans and chapters, are as well to the 
6 long delay, as to the great colts and charges 
c of fuch perions whom the king gives any 

K3 ‘ arch- 
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8 archbiihoprick or bifhoprick unto, and tkat 
a the faid ele&ms be in very deed no elec- 
c tionr, but only by a writ of CONGE 
8 B ’ E L I R E have colour~, /hadGws, or pre- 
8 fencrs 6f aIeRim3, ferm+r;g nevehhelefs to n3 
4 purprfe, and feeming alfo derogatory to the; 
6 king’s prerogative royal.’ 

This a& of parliament, though not held 
at prefent to be in force, doth certainly fhew 
-t&z fenfe of our anseJors on the CubjeA of eleEt- 
ing bikops. 

/ 

Will the clergy allow us to fpeak of their 
pretended’ eleCtions of bifhops in the terms of 
&is a& of parliament ? No - it is againit 
divine right. If then they will not allow tlie 
hJitut,‘on cf bz$5o~s to be tied down, to the 
preface of a law made in Edward VI’s time, 
will they tie every tian down, in the quip of 
phes, to the preface of a law made- in Henry 
V !f l’s time ? 

I tlut? in the right of an Erg’+5 f&jeB, 
th=lt wz Ml net be tefirained, from a larger 
COiliidCrAiiCll of fo important an afTJir, and 
th It nvitl:er our duty to God or the king 
thall be qucilioned, for no better renfcn than 
our di&w;~ce uf I&tiineuts ilr the aff,tir of 
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I reverence an aa of parliament as much 
as any man living. It i’s the a& of that power 
which we are all bound to twit and obey. 
But I am not fo fir concluded by an aA of 
parliament, that I ought either to believe im- 
j%kitl’y whatever it declares, or not to follicir 
the repeal’ of what it may en&. 

And, I cannot but obferve, 

’ I. That when Henry VIII. tinravellibg his 
ewn reformation, went retrograde into the 
worfi meafures of popery, he palt the aA oJf 
the jix articles in his 31ff year, wherein hc 
&bGlhed ci~irul~~r c0rfiJ.n aad ~ror.$&~?u~- 
hktion. And 

2. That in the next year he pnfi the, z& fit 
the payment ‘of t, ‘hes, wherein is the famous 
exprefion of perfons nor regaldiirlg hir duttrr 
to God and the king. 

If therefore t~f17er, tranfu’/?nntYc;tYo~, and 
ahricular co~~~J&z, 3re of the i;me growth acd 
family, we ihall find thnt the filme rfJo~)iilg 
from a& of parliament, which makts rhe pq- 
ment of t,tkes a DUTY to God atrd ihe kin;, 
by the fiatute of 32 Hen. VIII. would as for- 

ci:bly prove tru+bJwiation and au] icuhr CW-* 

K4 fJ- 1 Ia?& 
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j$un to be articles of faithUfit for a chriifitln 
to belleve in, ‘became they are fo declared, 
by tile ff atute of 31 Hen, Vifl. which impofed 
thofe /Ix Iljo~) urticles famous in the itory of 
thofe limes. And, 

To hy that the afi Gf the jx arfic/t-s is 
repealed, but that the ~yfbe a~? is itill in 
force, would m&e the matter infinitely ridi- 
culous j for 

This .would fuppofe that our duty id God, ox 
our faith in Chr$?, depends altogether on the 
exiftences and duration of aC;ts of parliament : 
So that it may be a lluty ;fe God, or not a duty 

to God; an ortho~Zox creed, or not an orfhod~w 
creed, as different parliaments happen to be of 
different opinions, 

If the ro~Lry par/on is difpleafed, that fuch 
abfurdities should be laid at his door, he 
fiould be lefs forward to prefs the fenfe of our 
zncefiors, and authorities out of the fiatute 
books, in proof’of fuch points as duties to God, 
wherein every man may take the bible and his 
own confcience to be fafer guides than any a& 
of parliament. 

If he is difpleafed, that the fenfe of our 
ancefiors, and authorities out of the fiatutq 

bOOki 



~~~ORT~ODOXY paken. 2im 
books fhouId be urged in fupport of the rights 
of the laity againit the ufurpations of the 
clergy, I mufi tell him, that to protee the 
people from injufIice,‘is the proper and ,e&n- 
tial care of parliament, but that to define 
datius to God, is beyond the bounds of human 
authority ; and though parliaments may fpe- 
cify what do&rines clergymen fhall teach, yet I 
they cannot require any man to believe them, 
becaufe though the parfon is thefirvant of the 
legiflative power, yet every man is n2~Jaer Of&\ 
own confcience. 

Our duty to God, as to the- payment of 
tgthes is therefore in every refpeti as quefiion- 
able, and as con/;iemiou/ly to be denied, as if 
thofe laws had never been enaCted,’ And, 

The payment of tythes, as a dtrty to God’ 
being denied by the quakers, and by almofi all ’ 
other men; 

The commu~ good can ,be the only jufiifiable 
reafon for impofin g it as .a common cllarse. 

Thus, we are once more in the cafe, where * 
we ought to be, of debating the merits of this 
bill upon the principles of public jufiiceo , 
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o.ppreKed by fits for ty,the, apply for the bet-- 
ter regulation of fuch fuits, that they, may by 
MS ogpreffed by them, 

As a people profefing the religion af CHUM,, 
they cannot pay tythes or wages to j the clergy,, 
becaufe they believe in their confciences that 
Chr$ abolifned tythes, and forbid the pay-- 
merit of wages to the priefihood, 

If they are in an error, it is the error of! 
their confciences, and they ought not to be: 
qunilhed for it. But, 

As Ii-rbjefis prof&ng a dutiful obedience 
to the government under which- they live, they 
yield according to the Gofpel of ChriJ’, fub-- 
mi.IEon to tfre civil magifirate, and. what. he 
takes from. them3 for the maintenance of tha- 
Jergy, they patiently acquiefce in;: _ 

They make no refifltince to the officer who, 
-diitrains their. goods for t@e. And,, 

(Zan any thing be more reafonable, than $0, 
appoint: anofficer, who &all at their charge fet 
cmt the +he, when it is due in kind, QIT levy 
&, when it ought to be paid in money ! Or, 

2‘ ~cha 



CZan atry thing be more unreafonable, than 
)b authorize the parfon to fue the Qu_aker,. 
not only for thq tyrhe, but for &et tin:es tAe 
waluc, becaufe he hath not p fct ii 0~1, when h% 
is dXab!ed by his confcicnce, and when any 
other man may be app.oinred by law to JEP- 
it out for him ? 

We are told by the rormiry pa~-n, that- 
every wife cltrgyman, for his own f&e, and: 
every gogrl clergyman, foe his neighbour’s- 
fake, wiil take the eaj and cfieup. method- 
which is left to his option by former,& &p&a- 
liament 5 and;, 

Therefdre, it ii inf&red; Se,, 12giflSture 
aught not to tie the.cleqy’ down, to this cq$. 
and &eap method, becaufe tht.wileeB and beit 
of them already u&e it foE their. own fake, a& 
their neighbours. But,, 

If. the wz$$? an& Se@ ufe it< of. cboi~e+ this: I 
w311,be. an-argumant, that theunreajonable andi 
.aulju$ fhould be. refirained 10 itc For, _ 

Are the fnbjT&‘s o4 Eiiglnnd to have no + 
&etter lecurit~~agai~~dppre~oa, thxn the.wil;- 
#m and gQodnefs ,of the clergy ? Or,. 

xi 6- QL.l&r 
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Ought theclergy to be trufied with a power, 
which, according to the par/loon’s confefion, 
neither a wife clergyman nor a good clergyman 
can ufe, without mifchief either to himfeif or 
his neighbour ? 

Where the power of o~pveJik;n is, a& of 
opprefiion will undoubtedly be. No’church, 
no fkate, no body of men ever had this power 
but they ufed it. And, 

Whoever gives an authority to opprefs, is 
rhe author of opprefion. ’ 

This truth, which is written in charafiers 
of blood in ail the hifiories of mankind, is rea- 
fan and evidence to juitify a bill which refitrains 
;II~ opprenive power in the church : 

. 
A reafon fo convincing, an evidence fo 

clear, as makes it f~lj7ing Wiih Ihe jrflire of par- 
liament, when the clergy demand proof that 
they do opprefs, whilfi every man who hnth 
e>es~&$+fee that they may opyrefs. 

If they may many of them will: but, 

If they may rrot none of them cm comm?t 
opprcfion, And, 



If they have nob oppreired by that ‘pbwer 
whereby they may opprefs ;. yet, it is incumbent 
on the j&ice of an houfe of commons to r&rain 
fuch opp-e&e power. Bepu,afe, 

. I 

It is more the duty of parliament to pre-- 
vent grievances than it is to redrefs them ; 
it is more compafionate to fave men from 
injuitice than, to relieve them under it; it is 
an happier effe& of law to preferve property 
than to repair it ; it is a nobler a& of jufiice 
to refkraia a crime than to punith it ; and it is 
a more perfeEt conftitu tion of government,. 
under which oppreflion is not pra&icable, 
than that under which it is prafiifed, and mug, 
be punifhed. 

By a paper which 1 have feen, in the 
hands of Gentlemen (fince this bill hath been 
depending) entitled An account of pro@tions 
of the people. called @akers in the feveral 
courts, /ince the feventh and eighth of king 
William the third, Anno 1696, whe# ~be 
Affirmation-A& was obtained, wlkh gave 
jufiices of the prase power to judge of tythe 
demanded zmier llje value of ten pozrnds j 

It appears that there have been, 



In chancery 38 
In the exchequer 78 2 
In the ecclefia- 

fiical courts 269 

&hl the common- : 
Jaw c0ur1ts 59 3 

In ai 

The Qakers add, that ‘ they are very 
* imperfeQ as to the whole number of fui!s 
h brought,,becaufe feveral times fuch fuits were 
* made an end of. in. the country, and no ac;- 
4, count given of them to their meeting ufbfir- 
6 ings; and many times, when ftiends were 
6 difcharged from imprifonments 1c~~ n~sfor re- 
( lief: of infdvend debtors, there were no% ac- 
*. count given ;. and, the like deficiency oftca 
4. happened, when their relations paid to rer 
1. leafe them out. of goaL’ 

They, alledge, ‘ That the demands for 
4 tythe have been innumerable, within forty 
4% years pat.? ; but that the nature of the 
(. profecutions, and fums levied. by them may 
4, be judged of, they have colle&ed forty-four 
c cafes, where-the demand;amount to 188 I;; 3 I. 
4~ &I. and. the fums levied to 225 2 I, 6 s. I o (3, e 

4 4.h 



* One I/sac Avcril was profech?ecI -three 
*-feveral times for three feveral fums amouat- 
( ing to ~9 1. fo& w’hich% he had taken from him 
6 I 87 I, I:O I. 

6 ‘I”helne was one friend a prifoner ten years 
c for forty fhillings. 

c Another, a prirdner four years for- 036 
5 fhiiling . . 

‘ Two,were p&oners fizye years for ~u’e~~~. 
c ihilling% 

‘,One was. a piironer nine years for fIrnaIl 
L tythe. 

‘.‘rhey fin&an account-of fifteen perfons pro. 
4 fecuted for above ten- pounds each.;. 

6. The demands on the whole fifteen being 
Q. 313 1; CJ 5. 6 d. there was taken from them fx: 
4 that demand 1068 1. 7 s. 4 d, 2-q. 



c the value of ten pmds, and the fum levied on 
6 on account thereof, viz. 

i 1. I* d 1. J, a’. 
yames Haviland - 800 o 61 00 0 

7bomas Sirong - IIO 6 15 II 6 

Richard Caj - 013 0 3711 6 
Tbsmas Drape - 41~ I 50 00 0 
Robert Holfiduy - OII 6 60 GO 0 
Henry C#G ke -I 4 6 30 00 0 
J$a h hWiiliums -200 0 30 00 0 
John 7aylor - I 5 8. 44 18 0 
Alexander &b-e -.$ 15 II 
Jevcmiah El/is - boo 0 

87 16 II 

!I 
44 00 0 

George Bewley -;3 10 0.z 93 IO 0 

Sam.Tu(yandT’~ar~r13 2 8 2 75 I 6 0 
William Pearj 12 -$o ‘3 

-+7 
0 2 19 16 0 

Jonathan Peflf$ 0 0 237 'j o 

Daniel Williams 7%~ I 6 I 00 I o 0 

fl-bomus Eliwaod - 012 0 24. 7 6 
Abraham Bu/tfr$ld - 8 0 o 90 o 6 
Roger 7enkins - 014 6 84 IO 6 
Richard A’ez - 115 6 80 0 0 
yl?on2as Jenkinr - I 5 0 67 IO o 
John Tcwnfimd -403 0 ‘;7 14 0 
Francis C’hairxw- 7 16 0 73 0 0 

This is a fpecification of fuits, which the 
ramtry par$n and his coileagues comgfain of9 

as 



as omitted in the caj of ths quakers. I am 
told, that the regifiers of their mceting~ffuf- , 
flr!‘ngs have recorded the cafes at lavgt ; an-d 
that they will inform any gentleman of the par7 
ticulars of their hardfhips ; which I mention, 
becaufe, havingno acquaintance amongfi them, 
I am without fuller information myfelf, nor 
have I applied, where, I believe, I could not be 
refufed ; becaufe, if I knew the exafiefi ftate of 
every cafe, it could not be difcourfed of within 
the extent of there papers, 

The aumber of fuit~ 4x&n fpecified, ths: 
p+20”5, ,the @r@s. and the immenfe dif- 
parity between the demand and fum exa&ed 
i,n fuits for tythe, mufi raife abhorrence i@ 
any cbmpaffronate mind. The‘ fingle article 
of ON E HUNDRED POUNDS takeq, 
for eighteen pence would be jufi provocation, 
for abolishing all the tythes of the clergy, 
if their fuits could not be carried on in more 
humane methods. Such an infignce of op- 
prefion in any civil concern would raife a@ 
infurreaion : and, that men endure it from 
their fpiritual guides, hews the univerfal p& 
fion for an iIJter& in another world ; though, 
the utmofi force of imagination cannot paint 
an H EL L more terrible to our fears, than 
what the cruelty of the clergy daily fets before 
our eyes, 

Im 
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In eleven hundred and fifty-three fruits thq 
made two hundred and ainty-two prifoners; 
in fifteen fuits where the claims amonnted to 
313 2. they exaCted 1068 I. which was at 
the rate of one hlrndp-ed pounds for Iefs than 
thirty pounds ; in forty-four fuits where the 
clair.& amounted to 188 1. they exatied 2232 1: 
which was at the rate of one tundrtd paunch 
for little more than $!, and, in twenty-two 
fuits where {he claims amounted to 66 1, 
they exa&d 14841. which was the, rate of 
ltne hundred pounds for MS than four pounds 
fen fiilhgs. Or if we take there eighty-one 
fuits all together, the fums demanded make 
567 I. which compared with 4804 1. the total 
fiim taken, is in the proportion of brie hundred 
pounds levied, for every fum of eleven pmndt 

jiveJJf&qr demanded. 

Compute the medium of the charge in any 
manner it is monflrous and enormous. Suits 
attended with fuch COJ’?S are a fcandal on the 
juflice of the kingdom, not to mention the 
profelfion of the gofpel. And therefore this 
bill, which is deligned to fllorten fuits and 
hit cofls, will vindicate the laws as much as it 
till ea6 the people. 



‘z perfealy agree with the country par/on ia 
‘ this ple4 a That to fecure property is one 
‘ main end of government, and thaz therefore 
* all opinim, afl pra&e~ inconfifient with the 
4 pr&rvation of property, are aIf0 inconfifknt 
6 with government and fociety.’ 

No man can be more tender of property 
than 1 have ever been, and always ihall be. But 
I think, that rhe laity have a property in their 
goods, as well as the clergy in tythe ; 

That nine parIf in tea are a more valuable 
property than o j’ngie tenth can pretend to be ; 

. 

That the property of n tenth ought not t9 
devour the property of all the or&r nina ; 

And, that it is defiru&ive of all property to 
levy fo:~r tbufimd eight hundrt d md four pounds 
on the laity, where the f’um of 567 /. is the 
whole demand of the clergy. 

The rouniry pa~jtl hath a conceit, that th’i 
bill is the only inftance of an application ta 
any government in the known world, to coun- 
tenance an opiniot2 defiru&ivc to the property 
Qf any of the fubje&s, 
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But fureig, if if be his cotxeptioa, he is 
wrong, -vain, and unwarrantable. 

That lands held in mot imain, or that the 
fragnation of properly in dead hands, is con- 
trary to the good of the kingdom, hath been 
the opinion of our pnrliaments, and the principle 
of our laws, ever fince the foundation of this 
government, however defiruEIive it muit be to 
what ch~~chrnen call their property. 

But further, that the Qakers hold themain- 
tenance of the clergy to be antichriflian and+ 
UnreafonablG i6i faQ ; for, * 

That any fee fhould account it a fufficient 
charge upon them tomaintain t.heir own teacher& 
is but reafon : 

And that the Quakers, who pay -nothing 
ttt all to their own teachers, fhould be oblig- 
ed to maintain the teachers of any other fe&, 
is to them not only an hardfhip, but an abo- 
mination. 

Now this which tends to take away the 
maintenance of the priefihood, may to a parfon 
feem very naturally deltru0iv-e of what he calls 
his property. But9 

Becaufe 



- BecauTe the waker withholds* the tad 
which the law goives the parfon a title to, fllall 
he take the other nine which the. law can give 
him no title to ? And, by reafon of a claim of 
3 67 I.. 4 co&me fob , thmfmd . eight hmldred 
asd four punds~ ~5 the Quaker’s fubfiance ? 
And;#more prodigious ! fhall he take an hundred 
ponds for eighfe& pence ? 

I envy the clergy no maintenance which 
the law gives, o& can give them ; but, the 
maintenance of the priefihood ought not to 
devour the fubhce of the whole people 
like the ears of corn in PHAR AOH’s 
D R E A M, that fprmg UP wiihertd, thin, 
a&aJed u&h fhe eafi wind ; and .devour& th;p 

ears that were full and good’: 

I have not contended either for taking 
away, or for making lefs, that maintenance 
which the law allows them. But I have 
always been of opinion, that to afk it from the 
good-will of foci&y, and to take it without 
cruelty or oppreflion, will more firmly efiablim 
their revenues.than the moR arrogant claims of 
dioine-right, or the mofi rigorous meafures of 
ecclefiaftical tyranny. 

I firmly believe, that to feek for no more 
than their due, would be the furefi means of al- 
ways receiving their due; 

6 I have 



I have ever obferved, that the more they 
talk: of their privileges, the lefs other people 

_ think of them : 

And, whatever light I may itand in with 
the rover nd or&t, I believe, I am a better 
friend to their interefts than many of them* 
felves can pretend to be; for fh~y would main- 
tain that exo~ bit ant ufurpation of power, which 
they cannot make ufe of withaut making them- 
&Ives mofi odious; whereas, 1 would di/bbZa 
&hem f&n hutting their: calltng, or the caufe of 
religion, by tyranny or by injuffice. 

I am of opinion, that if the church fhali on 
every ~ccafion oppofe itfelf to the loud. CMW 
pl&t of th. land, and perfifi in there obfiinate 
claims of powers, too heavy to be borne, the 
clergy ~111 make the caufe of the church fuch 
a load updn its f&ods, that the torrent of 
public refentment will ,be firongel than any 
minifier can flem : the pafflons of mankind,un- 
reafonabfy provoked, will not beeafily appeared, 
and though a @roll fucri$e might have con- 
teatzd every one in the beginning, yet when 
popular rage is too far incenftd, B great OTZ~ 
wilt not fatisfy in the end. 

Nothing 
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Nothing lo much calms and fweetens man- 
J&d, as the frank redreIs of a crying grie- 
vance. Any fingle hardfhip generously taken 

away, difpofes the bulk of mankind ro endure 
a thoufand; they are fubdued by- gentlenefs 
and mercy, but grow refliff and- head-ftrong 
under opprefion. 

In all focieties and itates, it is feen from 
the partJ3 p&J to the prince and rultr of the 
country, that he who afks with the greatefi 
moderation, is paid with the greatea libe- 
rali ty. 

I am therefore mofi clear, that the cmwy 
Par/o is an enemy to the inter& of h.$ order, 
by obltinately oppofing that eaIi: which the peo- 
ple aggrieved by tythe are likely to obtain by 
this bill. 

* He rays, indeed, that pafing this bill is 
6 compliance fo the obftinate @alters, W~I 
6 make-them be efkmed as cmfeirors, who by 
6 their iteadinefs have made the law give way, 
‘ and exalted’their mifguided confciences above 
6 the property of their fellow-fubjerts.’ But,., 

May it not be faid with greater truth Z 

That 



That .reje&tixig this &I!, in Compliance to 
the obfiinate clergy, will make them be ‘confi- 
dered as a a dead weight upon the co@itution ; 
which 9 bY its continual obftMXon, keeps 
common jufiice at a itand, and exalts the am- 
bition of churchmen above the rights of their 
fellow-fubje&s, 

Is any property in the kingdom facred from ,I 
regulation befides theirs ? or, is it fit that any 
fllould be Z 

Hath not the wifdom of parliament pro& 
ded laws, for the limitation cf Suits, and for 
the prevention of fr&lous and-ve.Gatious arrejs ? 

Have not a&s been made, to reguIate the q 
courts,,and:ofTicers.of j&ice, to difcharge pri- 
foners for debt, and to reform the @ols ? 
Yet, 

Did any man oppfe there a& by claims 
of &rt,! rig& in the law, and infolqt demands of 
pro@rty,as if the law could itand in obtIru&ion 
to public j&ice, or property in Aany one be a 
reafon for the oppreifilon of all ? 

To adjuit the bounds of property, ind to 
,make the power of every fubjeCt compatible 

with 
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with the fafety of all the refi, are the highelt 
ends of government : 

And therefore aI1 opinions, 211 pra&‘res, 
which tend 10 t’he exemption of any ordek of 
men from public enquiry, or public j&lice, 
are utterly inconfifknt with government and 
fociety. 

IC an order of men have advantages from 
law, which are inconfifient with juitice, ought 
not the law to give way for the free courfe 
of juftice ? Or ou&t the ZegzJ’ative peuw- to 
cxilt in vain ? 

Is it to be a power, which, in anp cask 
having been mifguided to opprefs, fhall for 
ever remain without capacity to right the itn- 
jared luhjekt ? 

If arguments of this fort had prevailed with 
our fathers, we should have continued, as ab- 
iolute bigots and flaves to the church, at this 
hour, as our fellow ch-$ians are in Italy an4 
Spain. 

If arguments of this f&-t prevail for the 
time to come, we ihall never be a&wed to 
re,peal or amend any law beneficial to the 
prieflhood, however grievous to the people, 

Y OL, II. I, Gnce 
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fince the prieits claim a b;rthright in ihe 
luw, to bound the Iegiflative power. But, 

The bill ought to pars, ulere it only for 
the f&e of an example, that it is not in 
the power of a lrritrtd do&lor, by his Zetttrr 

mi@ve fiirring up petitions from every diocefe, 
to intimidate an houfe of commons in a matter 
of this high concern to the juffice of the 
kingdom.- 

If fuch arts are fuccefsful to epcreafe the 
waj’e paper on the clerks table, I hope, a body 
of Engl$ gentlemen will never weigh petitions 
in quantity againfl any bill whatever ; efpecially 
bills for the reformation of the church, againit 
which, they are certain of having as many 
remonfkranqes as there are deaneries, arch- 
deaconries, chapters, colleges, or eccleiiaff ical 
precin&Is in h’ngland, LVafeJ, and the town of 
Berwick upm Tu/‘epd. 

Another reafon that the bill fhould pafs, 
is, that if it PL$, the clergy are d&w to 
hve it made general. 

This feems to be the only equitable pro- 
poficion in the com:ry purfirl’s plea; though 
I have been told, that his brethren wifely 
hope to defeat the bill, by extending the be- 

nefit 
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n&t of it to A L L the people of England! 
But, 

1. cannot believe, that any man living will 
diflike a biil, becaufe he and his friends are 
to fhare the good effe& of it, as well as the 
people cahcd ,5&&-s. 

Nor, will T imagine, that any fet of men 
can be fo dimple, as to be againit this a@ 
for the cafe of the Q_uakers, on account of 
its being Co highly expedient for every one 
elfe. 

T am exceedingly defirous that it may be 
made general ; and that the Comvnittee of tile 
whole bouj may fecure not only the Vu_akers, 
but the whole people of E&nci from ecclefi- 
altical opprefflon. Yet, 

If it fhould pars confined to the Quakers 
only, (which I am credibly informed that peo- 
ple do not defile ;) 

It fhall neverthelefs have my hearty con- 
currence. 

Becaufe, when a law is obtained of fo 
much good to one part of the fubje&s, it will 

L2 be 
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be more eafy to procure the like relief for all 
the refi; and, 

An houfe of commons will have this afi 
of indulgence to build upon, as the foundation 
-of univerfal liberty. For this reafon, 

We ought to favour the Gakers as the 
firfi movers in the cauj efliler~~; and notwitb- 
fianding the unhandfome and unwarrantable 
language which fame of the clergy beftow upon 
this innocent people, 

I will fay what my experience of them 
can juitify, (nor was 1 without a full know- 
ledge of them in the former part of my life ;) 

They deferve proteaion and indulgence as 
much as any part of his majefiy’s fubje&s: 

They are unqueflionably attached to the 
fuccefion in his protrj’ant royal family, and 
zealous in promoting the felicity of his reign : 

They are naturally intereited in the liberties 
of England, as a people whofe religion can have 
no other refuge : 

They are univerfally employed in trade 
and induitry ; they have the fmallefi number 

Qf 
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of members either unprofitably rich, or mi- 
f&ably poor; and, they are the leafi to be 
accufed of luxury, corrupiitn, or L A W- 
S U I T S of any fet of men in the kingdom. 

And, in j&ice to their principfes, 

I have ever thought their religion ;o be 
well deferving of countenance from a free and 
wife government. FOI-, 

ft tends to efiablith no hierarchy, to mo- 
nopolize no property, to invefi no lands in 

ufelefs or dangerous focieties, to form no iate- 

relt feparate from the common good, to detach 
no part of the people from natural induftry, nor 

to enflave any other part by bigotry and blind 
dependence, 

If fame little fingularity in their forms 
may occafion witlefs drollery on their per- 
ions, wife men will excufe them, from the 
good effe&s even of their molt rigid inlti- 
tutions. For, 

By this means they preferve a modefly of 
apparel amongft their people, which no fimp- 
tuary laws that have been made in England 
could produce amongit us; and, a purity of 

1 manners, which chews our I-efarming jcieties 

L3 to 
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to be as defpicable as they are uf&fs, or 
Vdorfe. 

If they are defcribed, by thofe that do 
not know them, as /by and ungraceful in 
their deportment, fo far is it from being true, 
there are not any people in the world of 
snore flowing affability, more focial kindnefs, 
and eafy humanity than many of the Qus- 
ken, who are taxed with fiiffn’efs of behn- 
\i’our by the priefihood; though there is not 
a day of iun-hine, but the pxptl/; image of 
all pizfl-mft may be ken in St. ‘Tcrnrs’s 
Par,-!, clonthed in church-luckram, with thnt 
inf lent pven2ace, and pgzl erleji firml;l.‘,y, which 

wr?uld nor I& move the contempt of n Quaker, 
than the indignation of a gentleman. Lait ly, 

If the Qakers are traduced, by a dcfdming 
pfov, as not regarding th.r duties to G 0 D 
und fbe K I N G, becaufe they will not yield 
tythe to the clergy; 

It may for the conclufion of this dif- 
courfe, be juflly obferved in their fatour ; 
that, 

I. As to their duty to almighty G 0 D, 

Not 



Not conceiving the clergy to have any right 
of maintenance from reafon or revelation, 
this people who do not pay it, are jufiified in 

L refufing it. Eut, 

That the clergy, who whenever they ad- 
minifier the gofpel by deputation, rarely give 
their fubftitute a better maintenance, than any 
gentleman gives to a i’ivery/ircant, 

Shou!d tax the laity, and encumber the 
land, to be mdint:Gnrd in the luxury of lords, 
and the pride of fovereign princes : or, 

Should, in the iultance of every cow//y 
pC+?, think it reafonable to demand in re- 
compence for the cr4re of @II, five times, nay 
frequently ten times, 3s much as any p;~rfou 
alive will pay th&iu tu~ate fur dii;harging the 
office in his ftcad ; 

Ts fuch a contra&&ion, fo full of enormity 
and impoiture, as gives not only every 
Qaker, but every rr~an caufe to conclude, 
that all of the profefion afk more than any of 
them deferve, by thejr own rule of paying 
prieJ7s wages. And, 

2. As to their duty to the K IN G, 

L4 the 



The @akers never were queflioned, tiii 
they were refleCted on by this ccunfry parfajz, 
whofe f~yalty perhaps wants a better argument, 
to convince the world of its /inccricy, than this 
immoderate zeal fir tythe : 

A perfon”, of whom it may be fairly faid, 
becaufe it is notorioufly true, 

That he had fo far abandoned the obli- 
gation of his oaths, as to have no method 
of making the world fufpe& him of ordinary 
cYl~gi~,zc~, but by the moft p+‘t’tuia com!li- 
Or;CCJ.’ and, that he was a J AC 0 BITE 
in a.11 men’s opinion, tiH, as the lowefi im- 
pietnent and mofI officious advocate of COT- 
rupion, he fhewed the Whiggs, that, fervile 
by nature, and venal by profenion, he could 
be the S LA V E of their power, though 
incapable of becoming a profelyte to their 
principles of liberty; and that, he could 
be reconciled to the pe~j~~s of the court, 
though not to the title of a pvote/aet 
fucceffor. 

From luch a man, fuch a charge of not 
regarding duties to G 0 D and the KIN G, 

* ‘The &ra&er of Dr. S,.‘e:i cfi, then b3ho.p of 
Sal~&q, kite cf Lanfih, 

sug ht 
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ought to be confidered as pure defawation 
on the Qakers, proceeding from malevo- 
lence to the rights of all mankind. 

It can make no imprefion WJ their di.L 
advantage ; 

And therefore I humbly hope, t&a& tbg 
bill J?au pa/s, 
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A? B. The Honourable Auditory bef&re 
whom the following krmon was preached, 
having expreffed their mislike, I never 
defigned to have had it printed: but 
fince it is fiolen uncorreAly into the 
world, without my privity, I hope it 
xi11 not be imputed as a crime, that I 
amend the errata of the prefs. 

WILL. STEPHENS, 



THE 

EDITOR 
TO THE 

PREACHER. 
S I R, 

S I N C E the Pvinter informed me, that he 
will make a fecond impreif!on of yo53r 

fermon, I thought it might be fit to offer you 
fame fat.isfa&ion for printing it without your 
confeat. For although I was told, that you 
were obflinate in refufing to. print it, yet I 
thought it might be ufeful to the public, and 
no ways differvicenble to you to publish it. 

Wherefore, having gotten a copy, I gave it 
to a printer, only with this charge, that he 
Qlould make the imprefTion as cheap as he 
could, for as I obfetved, that the preaching of 
it made you fame enemies, fo I concluded that 
the printing of it might gain you Come friends ; 
becaufe the mifreprefentations which were; 
given abroad concerning it would vanifh away. 

IE And 
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And as to the reJeAion which was made 
upon you by a fuppofitiqus clergyman, I ap- 
peal to my Lord Archbishop of Cateterbury, if 
he did not receive fatisfaaion from a worthy 
member of parliament, being a man of un- 
fpotted reputation, that was objeAed againfi 
you by the rej’eh’er as to your flying from a 
f@e&ed prokcution *, was whoily fo$h ami 

~andalous. 

S I R, 

I w;F you wdl, and am youys, &c. 

l ,I-%@-churchmen were b much exaf’perated 
againft the author for this difcourk, that they raikd 
and propagated a shameful lie, of his being obliged 
to fly from .Zh$ol for f3domy. 



‘I’ I T U S III. I.” 

Put them in mind to be Jusjeh to principalities 
and powers, to obey mag$ratesS and to k 
ready to every good work. 

, 0 nnderltand the reafon of this, and T fuch-like admonitions, which fre- 
quently occur in the apoltie’s writ- 

ings, two things may be premifed : 

I. That about the time of our SaViour 
Chrifi, there arofe me J&IS of C&Z&r (who 
is mentioned 45% v. 37.) preaching f&itious 
dofirines to the people, and teaching, (as St. 
Jerom in his comment on my text obferves,) 
That they ought to own no Sovereign Prince, 
but God alone : and if they paid their tythes 
to the priefi, they were difcharged from paying 
tribute to the emperor. And upon this ac- 
count it was (as St. ‘j’erom believed) that the 
Pharr$es aiked otlr Saviotlr that captious que- 
fion, 1s it lawful togive tribute to C+far, or no ? 

Matth, xxii. 17. Now to this account ha- 
$ujus Nicenus adds, that the followers of this 
Judas were very numerous, and called by the 

+ In the firit edition of this volume, I had th? 
misfortune of printing the following difcourfe from 
a very incorreA copy ; but this is printed from the 
true and,genuine copy of the author. 

name 
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name of GAw~J, and commonly looked upon 
as men 31 affe&ed to the Rtman government : 
particularly, becaufe, when they offered facri- 
fice, they refufed to make fupplication for the 
emperor and people of Rome; upon which 
account it is thought that Pi/are, the Reman 
deputy of Judza, came upon them wbiJ/? they 
wtre facr$chg, and putting them to tbe ford, 
mingled their blood With the blood of the /acrzJ%es j 
as you may read., Luke xiii. I. 

And from hence it was, that our Saviour 
Chrifi and his difciples were furpe&ed of fa, 
vouring feditious doarines, beeaufe they came 
out of Galilee, as is obirerved by St. C%ryfo~~mS 
in his twenty-third homily on’ ihe Romanr, 
wherein he faith, that great reports were fprea& 
abroad, as. if the difciples were a faLttious, 
feditious people, and defigning againfi the 
governmenr. It mufi alfo be confefid, that. 
many of the Jew’, who were converted to the 
chriflian faith, were not fufficiently refpefiful f 
TV the higher powers which God’s providence 
had fet over them : for which Mr. C&in gives 
this reafon, Since the powers that w.ere then in. 
being oppofed themieIves to our Saviour Chriit, 
they thought them unworthy of refpe& and 
honour. . 

Now what bath been laid ~concerning the 
Galilean perfuafion, fhews the reaboa. why the 

agofiles 
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apoflles do fo frequently in their letters dire& 
the chrifiian churches to loyalty, or a due 
fubmi%on to magifirates. 

I. To clear themfelves from the falfe and 
fcandalous imputation of having imbibed the 
do&ine of Judas the GaMean. And, 

2. To undeceive all thofe that had been 
perverted by that feditious do&ine. 

II. The fecond thing I would premife, is, 
That about the time when St. Paul wrote thirs 
epiftle, the people of Crete (which was Titus 
his diocefs) were unruly and mutinous. Gro- 
INS Lys, that they were always a faAious 
people ; and for that reafon St. Paul wrote to 
litus, their bifhop, to prrt rbem in mind to bti 

)bjeO to principalities and powers, to obey magi- 
/rates, and to be ready to every good work. 

I, I fhali take occafion from hence, Eirl), 
To make a jufi comment upon the text. 

II. To fet forth the reafons and grounds 
upon which the apofiles founded their do&rim? 
of obedience to civil magifirates. And, 

III. To apply there Seaions in conjunAion 
with the occafion of this day’s humiliation;. 
Ad, 

1. Fir& 
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1. Firit, It may be obferved, that St. Plzul 
does not dire& ‘23~s to teach the doBrine of 
civil obedience as a new thing, but only to 
refresh their memo;-ies therewith, 10 put them 
in mind, &c. For men cannot be fuppoced 
ignorant of the abiolute neceGty of govern- 
ment, to the defence and fupport of focietp ; 
which were, in eEe&, to fu,ppofe, that ‘twere 
better to lead the lives of be&s than men, 
and that the world were willing to lie under 
the continual calamity of war and opprcfion, 
filled only with a rout of fools and madmen. 
7were to fuppofe every fingle peLfon willing 
to expofe himfelf to the uncontrolled world, 
and bid defiance to the unbounded power, 
rage, and malice of mankind. We cannot but 
Eee ourfelves linked together by common wants 
into public foci&es, and that thefe focieties 
cannot fobfiit, unlefi t’hey are upheld by the 
power of government, whore wifdom and 
juitice muff appear’by a due adminiitration of 
good laws : and froth hence we cannot but fee 
a neceffity of principalities and powers, of fupe- 
rior and inferior mug@-ates, without whom 
laws can be neither made nor executed, From 
whence ‘tis very vifible, that fubjeaion to ‘a 
good government ,is as much our intereit as it 
is our duty. This was evident to the’ Pytha- 
gorean fe& of old, who would not ~fi~ffer the 
blood of any creature to be shed for their ufe, 

but 
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but yet allowed the fword of the magifkate to 
cut off malefa~ors, 

The following words in my text, are, P&z- 
cipulities and Powers. Now the word in the 
original dignifying fomething which is ptin~e 
and principal, muft denote the fupreme etI)s- 
bliked power, from whence inferior authori- 
tics are derived, and is the fame with the 
bgller pow:rs men:ioned Ram. xiii, I. But 
becde St. Pad fpeaks of pri~ripalities and 
powers in the pl~al number, ‘tis likely that he 
alludes to the diltinfiion (which was fo com- 
mon among the Romanr) of the greater and 
Jefic powers, the former of which, during the 
commonwealth, were the confuls, pretors, and 
cenfors ; all which powers, in St. Paal’s tim& 
were veiled in the emperor, and made up the 
imperial dignity. The leffer powers were all 
thok derived from hence, and were fuburdinate 
hereunto. And this diitinAion was fo niceIy 
obferved among the Remans, that Julius C&far 
puniked a tribune, becaufe he fuffered himfelf 
to be ffiled one of the higher powers. Suetan. 

But in the text it mufi be obferved, that our 
obedience becomes due, not only to the fu- 
preme, but inferior authorities; for the Cretans;, 

to whom ‘ZEUS preached the gofpel, were part of 
a Roman province, governed by inferior officers, 
deputed from Rome, who were the magiltrates 

they 
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they were exhorted to obey. For though the 

I fuperior and inferior powers differ greatly, if 
compared among themfelves; yet, with refpe& 
to the fubjeAs obedience, they are to be re- 
garded alike ; Co that we cannot wilfully diT- 
obey the inferior, without affronting the fo- 
vereign authority. If then the Cre/a~r would 
obey the emperor , it mufi be by fubmifion to 
the ordinances and officers which he had ap- 
pointed to their ifland ; and if they behaved 
themfelves fuitably to there magiflrates, they 
difcharged their duty to the imperial power 
which deputed them. 

We fee that a large family cannot be go- 
verned by the perfonal prefence of the ma&r, 
much lefs can an empire; fo that there will k 
need to call in to the prince’s afiitance, f&-h 
perfons into whom he may difI’ufe fome meafure 
of his political foul, and thereby unite them as 
members ,to his own body politic ; whereupon 
they are to be treated as the hands, arms and 
eyes of majefty : and hence Titus admonished 
them, not only to be Jbhjd fo principalities and 
powers, but to obey nzq~$lrater. 

II. The fecond thing I propofed to fpexk 
to, were the reafons upon which the apoitles 
grounded their dofirine of civil obedience ; 
which are two : 

The 
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The one is given by St. Paul, who teaches, 

‘That, every j&Z fi.uid be Juct;jeA t3 the higher 
plwrrs, becaufe the mag$+ate is the minij’er of 
God to us ftr good, Ram. xiii. I, 4, 

The fecond reafon is given by St. Ptiter, 
WI& becaufe all governments and governors 
do arife from our own confent, Submit your- 
j&es (faith the apofile) to every ordinance Df 
man, f&r the Lord’s fake, whether it be to the 
king ar fupreme, &c. Where note, That the 
king is called the ordinance, or creature of 
man, becaufe the fovereign power itfelf is 
veRed in men, according to human cornpa& : 
apd from hence our fubjeaion is urged by the 
apofile St. Plter, in his fi;/t Epg/le, fecond 
chapter, ver/ 13. 

I. To begin with St. Paul’s argument, who 
calls magiitracy a divine ordinance, becaufe of 
the excellent ufe of it, whereby good magi- 
Orates refemble the divine power, wifdom and 
goodnefs, in fecuring to all men their rights 
and properties ; in preferving the peace, health 
and fafety of focieties, both with refpeti to 
body and foul. But to be more particular. 

1. Ibe preferaation of property was the f;rJ? 
benejt for w&h maggracy was dejzned. Now 

Froperty is originally attained by the labour of 
either body or mind ; for fuppofing the earth 

to 
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to have been common to its firit inhabitants, 
ir will follow that whoever took the pains to 
cultivate any part of it, and lay up necefiry 
itores for his ufe, had by this his induftry 
made himfelf the true proprietor thereof. 
And could we fuppofe this new proprietor to 
be as well guarded, as that man we read of in 
the Gofpel, who was wel armed, and ReFt h’s 
palace andgoeds in peace, yet it may likewife be 
fuppofed, (as it there follows) that zyaJIronger 
than be fiall come upan trim, he will take Jkom 
him all his armotrr wherein be trzc/led, and divide 
his jjoils. And this uncertain condition of 
property ihews the reafon of men’s uniting 
into focieties, and fetting -up forms of govern- 
ment, which is for mutual defence and prefer- 
vation of property : and that, not only for the 
benefit of the prefent po&Kors, but of future 
generation& So that, what becomes a man’s 
own, either by labour, gift or purchafe, may ’ 
with fafety be enjoyed by himfelf, and alfo 
conveyed down to his polIerity. 

2. Life and limbs are ours by the gift of 
God, And there properties are liable to be 
invaded and defiroyed : though they cannot 
(like other goods) be transferred to the ufe of 
the fpoiler. And fince there is fo much vari- 
ance and malice, pride and itrife among man- 
kind, what ill offices may not one man appre- 
hend from another ? But when dei)ru@-: 

malice, 
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mlice, a fiend of hell, ihall transform itfelf 
into an an@ of Iight, and perfuade men that 
they are then infpired with the fpirit of God, 
when they are poffeged by the Apolly:n, the 
great enemy snd deflroyer of mankind, when 
under the pretence of. religion itfelf, men hall 
exert their fharpefi malice, not only again0 
the pof&eEqns and liberties, but againit the 
lives of one another ; how great need is there 
of the magifirates interpofing power to difarm 
them of their fpiritual as well as carnal weapons 
of warfare, to take away the ball of contention 
from among them, and the power of evil-doing 
from all contending parties ? And, 

3. In this the magiitrate is God’s miniff er 
to us for good, not only with refpeA to the 
preiervation of our liberties and lives from de- 
flrucftion, but of our fouls from fin ; for whilfi 
this jurt liberty, this natural right of worihip- 
ping God, according to that knowledge he 
hnth given us , is fupported by law, no man is 
forced into hypocritical compliances, contrary 
to the dire&ion of his confcience, but every one 
may worfhip the One True God in finglenefs 
of heart ; whereas on the other hand, if in 
matters of religion, force be fuffered to take 
the place of reafon, all religions will be alike, 
and (as colours in the dark) undifiinguilhdble. 

And 
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And although the magiitrate can be rf ow no 
divine grace upon the fouls of men, yet whillt 
by punifhing vice, immoral prafiices are re, 
fiained, he prevents the overflowing of fin in 
a land. And if ceafing to do evil, be one 
ftep towards learniog to do well, whilft the 
civil powers reftrain us from immoralities, they 
turn us out of the broad way of perdition intb 
the paths of righteoufnefs and peace. 

From hence then it appears, that ihey who are 
wanting in hir fubm@on and aJfj?ance to Ihe 
civil min$ry of God, are fal/L‘e to their own 
iutuej?, as well as lhat of their poflerity. 
Whereas on the other hand, he who is ready 
to every goad war-K which may fupport this 
divine miniflry to us for good, will be fur-e, 
in the performance of his duty, to find his 
account. 

Let us then take a view of our goods and 
chattels, houfes and lands, wives and children ; 
let us confider the blefings of health, fafety 
and liberty: let us think how to preferve our 
hves from deitruAion, our fouls from fin : 
whether we eat or drink, or fleep or wake, 
or whatever we do with comfort or fafety, 
we hereby dikover our continual obligation to 
the good magifirates care over us, whereby . 
we are pur in mind to Ee/ubje&T, &c, 

P. The 



. and OKTH~DOXY fiaken, 24f 
2, The other reafon of fubmifion given by 

SL Peter is, becaufe all gov?mments and governors 
ar;/- from the peoples confent. They are the or- 

* dinances and appointments of men, the crea- 
tures of human cornpa& For we do not find 
thclt God did appoint any form of pcliticalgovern- 
ment for a pattern to be folhw~d by any jhiety 
now in being upua the earth. We fee no fuch 
rule in the book of nature ; nor do we read in 
fcripture of any particular polity prefcribed to 
all, or any people, now imbodied in the world. 
We read there, that ail governments and go- 
vernors are appointed by God’s providence, By 
me kings reign, &c. But we find no particuldr 
adminiftration, no particular family, or fingle 
perfon, now in being, ordained to government 
by divine precept : but each magi&-ate and 
magiltracy is left to the ordinance and appoint- 
ment of thofe men who have joined themfelves 
together in fociety. 

The great variety we fee in civil government, 
hews, that thq are all the e$eL?s of human con- 
trivance, and /iriled to the feveral intereJls of the 
r:fpeL?ive f cieties : thus the ancient charter of 
the neighbouring city *, containing all thofe ufe- 
ful and necefTary powers, by which To great a 
body is governed, Was it not the wife contri- 
vance of their ancefiors Z And did it not re- 
ceive its efiabliihment from the principalities 

v 0 La IL M and 
Lonthn. ‘ 
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and powers of the realm ? the great charter of 
the realm itfelf is no more than the wife or& 
nance of our forefathers : and the dates of its , 
royal confirmations are itill remaining among 
US. And as kveral fmaller focieties have their 
free cuitoms diEnEt from one another ; fo ia 
different nations there are various lodgments, 
even of the fovereign power, which appear to 
be the efE& of free-will ; becaufe in every 
rational governmeut, Comething may be o$- 
ierved which is peculiar an4 diAiogoi4ling. 

Furthermore, have we not feen the forms of 
government, even in the fame nations changed 
from what they formerly had been ? as in 
Sweden, France, and Denmark. And have not 
our eyes beheld of late years, the legal form of 
the &n&5 monarchy degenerated into tyranny, 
and again recovered, through God’s blelIing, 
together with the courage and conduo of 
the man of his own right hand, who by re- ’ 
itoring our ancient liberties, juitly recom- 
mended himfelf to the imperial crown of this 
realm by the free coafent of the people ? 

Nor was it otherwife of Qld, when M$s 
was by meeknefs and miracle recommended of 
God to be the father of his country. For tho’ 
by a divine power he wrought out l&rZ’s de- 
liverance from Egypt by condutiing them into 
the wildernefs, yet there was no form of go- 

vernmen t 



‘aernment efiabliihed among the tribes till 78th~ 
made a viGt to his Conein-law Mofes, to w&p&! 

counfel it was owing that a found polity was f&t 
up in the land of 1frczeL For in&ad of t&e 
whole burden of the government lying tipor 
M$s, which Jdhro told him was not gwd, 

‘he direas him ts pz-ode out of all the people, 

sovetoz#ne/s, and place f&ch over thdm to be rziterr 
over thouja~~ds, rulers of hndreds, rrrlers of,r;f- 
ties cund ~ulrrs of tenj ; and let them judge th 
pop!! at allfigonr. And it J?uz& be (faith Jetbn) 
that every gre# matter they fiall bring wato thee, 
ht every/ma/I matter they@all judge, Exod. xvik 
17, 21, 22. Thus the burden of the ~$44 
government should fit eafy upon the governors5 
and the people should receive a quick difpatcla 
of their affairs. 

Mfes (as you read) follows this advice, anh 
joins himfelf wfth the tribes of @ad ia the 
choice of perfons fit for this adminiltration, as 
will appear by comparing the 25th verk of 
the forecited chapter with the fit3 chapter of 
,Deuteronom~. In the former ver’fe we read that 
Mo&~hofe able men out of Hi-ate1 and made them 

heads over the people. But the latter place lhews 
that the people’s cqnfent was had in the etecd 
tion of thefe officers. For fo &‘$s repeats th? 2 
circumfiances of ‘that afiion, 35cuf. i. g, WC. 
AHd I/paks unto pou at that time /byilpg, I m 
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not able to bear you my/elf alone, &c. take ye 
therefore wife men and undkrr/landing, and known 
among your tribes, and I will make them rtllers 
ocer ycu. From hence it appears, 

I. That the old confiitution of </?~ei’s 
government, was the contrivance of Jethro an 
Heathen, and the magiflrates who were in the 
adminiftration were chofen by the joint confent 
of MO/es, and the people. And, 

2. That no one perfon, though never fo 
able, Co wife, and valiant as Mufees, is fufficient * 
to govern a nation without the advice and joint 
nffiltance of inferior magiftrates. Much lefs 
fuch a man who hath no pretence to the fpirit 
and charaLter of this divine legiflator. 

It has been ‘thought by Come, that a great 
conqueror might form a civil government in a 
conquer’d nation, without the confent of the 
people by the fole power of his own will. 
And fuppofe it were fo, then that government, 
would be an human ordinance, becaufe the 
conqueror is but a man. But I deny it to be 
pofible for any conqueror, though never fo 
great, to make himfelf a king over any people 
without their confent. For to let pafs wha: 
our hifiorics tell us of thz cnpit ations which 

“r followed the rcfpeLOrive conquefi o the Saxons, 
CJKLS, and iVo:n~i;zs, before they ereAed any 

form 
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form of government in this land. Let US CUP- 
pofe that a great general, with a powerful 
foreign army, (hould fo far over-run a nation 
that the people thereof could not be able to 
make any confiderable rcfiitance; in fuch a 
cafe the relations of Zul-d and /?aue are a&ally 
introduced by the conquefi. The conquerors 
are lorA and the natives /70vrs : but then this 
fiate is a ftnte of war itill, but no political or 
civil coniti tu tion. The abfolute lord and his 
Jlave are as yet, upon no civil terms with one 
another, no obligations have as yet pa&d be- 
tween them, but they are both left to their 
own wills ; and if the lord may take away the 
life of his flave, the flnve is under no obligation 
of dealing otherwife with his lord. So that if 
this great general intends to rule in peace over 
the conquer’d people he will find himfelf con- 
ftrained to enter into fame terms of compati 
mirh them, upon which they are willing to 
accept him for the head of their government, 
and oblige themrclves to obey him. But put 
the cafe that a nation, to avoid prefent de- 
IIru$ion, would confent to make themfelves 
legal flaves, this can no more oblige them than 
an honefi man is bound to keep prom% with a 
barbarous highwayman ; for iniquity cannot be 
eitablilhed by a law, much lefs can it bind 
pofierity, of whore lives and liberties they had 
no right to difpofe. And confequently, they 

M 3 may 
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juftly reftore themfelves to a itare of free&m, 
whenever they are able, 

And if a mighty conqueror cannot attain a 
civil polvcr over a coquer’d people without 
their conknt, how thall he obtain it over his 
swn conquering nation, withour their free 
concurrence ? Did this vi&orious people leave 
their native country, with all the liberties they 
enjoyed therein, to folioW their chief into a 
foreign land, wherein they hoped to find a 
better fettlement for themfelves and pofierity 5 
would they indure al2 the hardAGps of war, 
and by their fweat and blood purchafe an in- 
tire conqueit that they m’ight be reduced to 
the miferable condition of the conquer’d people? 
that is, to become flaves to their general. 1 
allow, that this chief may by the help of his 
own people, make himfelf owned by the con- 
quered upon advantageous terms. But bp 
wh;rt invifible power &all he gain to be (I wiIf 
sot ray abfolute maiter but even) the civil head 
over his new fettled colony ? It can be nothing 
elfe but their own free confent which can invei) 
him with a political headlhip over them. 
And then, how great reafon have they to pay 
a due fnbmifflon to that ordinance which them- 
delves have rfiade, and to Submit to principalities 
and powers which were their own appointmens, 
snd for their own benefit ? 

IX Haeiug, 
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III. Having thus fet forth the apoRolicaI 
grounds of civil obedience, I crave leave to 
make fome improvement of them: firit by way 
&general application, for to i&it on the difmal 
effe& of this day’s tragedy (with which you 
have been annually acquainted all your lives) 
would be fuperfiuous labour. And therefore I 
fhall rather endeavour 10 ofir fame rautio~~r 

whicll muy proLaL+ preuext the IIke miJbi;f~ fol 

the fu!ure. But, 

JJ. The apofiolical reafons of obedience 
being duly conlidered, may ferve to allay the 
&CS and jealoufies of fame good men, who 
h‘lve conceived, that a national government 
hath not Co fure a foundation as is necefiry, if 
it be only bottomed upon human compG& : 
becanre mens minds being fidbjeti to frequent 
alterations, all governments will, w they think, 
be vrry unfteady. 

And it muit be acknowledged, that in all 
dubious matters, wherein the judgment cannot 
come to a determination, the minds of men 
will be unfettled. So likewife in irnaller mat- 
ters, fcarce worthy of ferious deliberation, 
men will a& di&rently. Nay, in matters of 
moment, fame men may fuffer themfclves to be 
carried away by unaccountable cnpricio’s: but 
yet none of there things can any, ways endanger 
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a confiitution CettJed 
before mentioned. 

upon the foundations 

Fir)‘, Becaufe a good government is a matter 
of fo neceffary importance, that no man in his 
wits can doubt, whether he fhall concur to its 

fupport or not. And 

Secondly, The cunpah’ by wh’ch all goz’tknorr 
dye i,ztrodured, is ever?noreJolemn am? de?ibera.+e ; 

und at/ended wi:h theJrovgr/i7 tye to the/bvereign 
power by whilh ‘tis po#Ue for a mm to t.atlyy 

tl,e[oleu.n obl;kations he ths contr&d. For fuuch 

a bond is, The oath of the Lord; by which the 
allegiance of the fubje& is confirmed. And if 
a deliberate compafi, freely entered into, upon 
the wifefi and itrongefi motives of advantage, 
confirmed by foolemn oaths and promifes, be 
not a fufficient efiabliihment, ‘tis hard to fay 
what is fuch. And notwithflanding fome men 
may fuf-&r themfelves to be carried away from 
a ufeful and neceifary efiablifilment, by rea- 
iouings contrary to the general ftream of a 
nation, it cannot be prefumed that the number 
and abilities of fuch men will ever be fufficient 
to unhinge any tolerable adminiftration of a 
government thus efiablilhed. 

Indeed, nothing but an abfolute necefity, 
and fuch as is vifible in an extraordinary man- 
ner, will be effeaual to work a change in any 

fettled 
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Ikttled confiitution, fuch an one, as renders 
mankind fully fatisfied, without the leafi re- 
maining fcruple, that the government then in 
being, is not the ordinance of God to them 
for good. 

2. From what hath been faid it alfo appears, 
7hat no man’s pretence to the member-+ of any 
pure apoJolic church, can excuJe, much lefs war- 
rant his d~$af&ion to that government which 
God’s providence and man’s con/;ent have fet ovtr a 
people for their good, 

I fpeak this to take away that fcandal which 
fome have endeavoured to fix upon the church 
of England; as if ke had laid any obligation 
upon her fans, in oppofition to the prefent 
confiituticn : whereas the contrary truth is felf- 
evident. For does not our church, in her@h 
article, receive all the books of the New Tefla- 
ment, as they are commonly recrived, and ac- 
count them canonical ? Is not my text pnrt of 
that canon Z And are not all our bikops and 
clergy thereby obliged, as much as Titus was, 
to put their hearers in mind of their fubjtd’F2’iun 
to princi$w!i:ics andpowevs ? Or cnn we prctcnd 
to be members of an apoflolical church, if we 
carry ourfelves nn&emly toward fuc:! a govern- 
ment, whore adminiltration diretily ten<!\ to 
our common good, and was alCo our own ordi- 

nznce 



nance. and a’ppointment,, which are the apofim 
i-kg1 rcafons of civil obedience ? 

Ffpeak not this, as if by virtue & &e ml& 
nifierial’ fun&ion we catrId pretend to pr&ribe 
f&ms of civil government to nations, to- de- 
tcrmine the, regst& of princes, or the fubordi- 
aate powers of inferior mag$Irates. The baok 
ojf GOJ does not furCih us with abilities for;” ’ 
&is work,. much I’efs require it of us. It in- 
jGno- us to .make peace among our neigbbours, , 
by ende,avouring to incline men9 minds to a: 
peaceable temper ; but it does not enable us to. 
judge uhe leaft point 06 legal right which is in? 
co~t~ov4dy bet,waen them; much I&. aloes it 
teach us to determine the rights,. titles or 
powers of princes and magifirates; but yet its 
enjains us- to p& men uh milsd. t&:/u ready to every 
gooh work, which may contribute. to fupp,ort a. 
good government, 

S‘hirdly, From the do&ine already fet forth, 
in conjunQion with the misfortunes of that 
fovereign prince which we are this day caLed, 
to remembrance, arifeth matter, of> caution to. 
two forts of people, 

Fir-, To all thofe who have the honour to 
&are the public adminifiration, that they make 
ir their,equal care that the government which, 
at prefent we enjoy, may be always iho mini,hy 
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of God to uJ)r good. For fuchan adminiff ration ) 
applies the text in the mofi fenfible manner,. 
convincing every one that he ought to be fubje# 
to principalifies and powers, to abey magijhter, 

and to bs ready to every good work, ’ 

It is well known, that the cbara8er of al 
good prince is railed fo high in theHoly Scrip- 
ture, that fuch are called Gods upon earth; to. 
admonish them of that continual overflowing 
kindnefs, that univerfal beneficence, that tender 
care and. concern for their peoples welfare, 
whi& tbei~ high of&~ requires. And from. 
the Scriptures we are alfo informed, that the 
kind provideaces of Cod are immediately con- 
veyed to men by his holy angels,. who are 
therefore called m+?ring fjirits, Hebrews i. I 4. 
and are mofi efpecially employed in works of, 
deliverance.. By their means Lot was delivered 
out of Sgriom, /+ac from the arm that was. 
fir-etched forth to make him a ficrifice, @aelI 
was conduCked throtrgh the wildernefs to Ca- 
naan, Elijah delivered from famine, and at lafi: 
carried from earth to heaven. By their means 
Daniel was delivered from the lions, and the. 
three ljaeh’tes from the fiery furnace. There 
were the heralds who fixfi publifhed, the re- 
demption of the world by our Saviotsr Jef’us 
Chriit, who likewife delivered Peter from his 
&ins, Paul and Silur from their imprifonment. 
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Whereby a pattern is fet up to the minijry of 
a great and good prince ; who are hereby di- . 
refited to cultivate and adorn that deliverance 
which their Great iMaj’cr hath wrought out 
for his people. 

Fir-, By the being meffengers and pro- 
moters of thofe methods which may for ever 
hereafter fecure our liberties from danger of 
rellpfe. 

S~cotod+$, By a diligent avoiding of all th& 
methods by which the glory of former princes 
has been eclipfed, and the hearts of their 
people alienated from them. 

The fubordinate miniitry is the vifible ma- 
jeity of the king, whereby he is made known 
to his people, and more efpecially in time of 
peace ; for, though during a war, the perfonal 
courage and conduCt of a great prince is made 
very pubiic, whilfi his perfon is expofed, to 
the view of multitudes ; yet when peace hall 
reflore him to a more private Rate of life, his 
perfonalendowments, though never fo illuitrious 
in themfelves, cannot become vifible to the 
body of a people, any other way than by the 
conitant care and condufi, the great diligence 
and public fpirit of thofe to whom he hath 
committed the truit of his people’s welfare : 
The want af this neceffary concern for putifc 
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good, did, in fome meafure, afifi in bringing 
on that tragical fcene, which is this day com- 
memorated. As ‘tis commonly feen, that men 
in a private condition of Jife are reduced to 
great miferies, by the male adminifiration of 
thofe to whom they had committed their pri- 
vate trufls. 

But when a public min$-y fhall join together 
hearts and hands, only to promote the prrG/ic 
r,~aZ, without the leafi defign of warping the 
prids favcur towards any one party of men, 
which like the light of the fun, and breathings 
of the air, is defigned for common comfort and 
refrefhment, no jealoufies, fears or difaEe&ions 
can arife; ‘twill then be impoifibie for the mofi 
wicked and malicious to difiurb the public 
ptace, but the king’s throne will be eJabIi_Fed 
in I ighteouj’keJss, and the voi$e of the peqUe will 
be, 0 king live for ever. 

Secmdly, A fecond caution affe&s all thofe 
who are concerned for the body of the teopje, 

that they Iet flip no opportunity wherein public 
advantages are offered to them, The fupreme 
magifirate is the greatefi nzint~rr of God to US 

fir gcod: but God himfelf is not wont to en- 
force his kindnefs upon us ; but expeAs aur own 
conrcrr’renie for cur own behoff: and when a gra- 
cious prince fia!l make it appear, both by 
words andfaQ that he cannot have any&wate 

intereJ 
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i&e@ from that of his peopk ;% when he ihews 
himfeIf ready to every good worR which is eJefmed 
he&at to his people j though his compliance. 
&herewith may be complicated witfi fame cir- 
cumfiances of felf-denial, ‘should be a matter 
of Cad refleoion, if t-he public weal kould not 
be improved 15p the advantages which fo good 

and gracious an inclination allmini/efs untg tl$. 

AD unanimous confent in any matter of partblic 
bgnfj?r will certainly procure it. %I Rntw what 
is good for us, is ta attah ia 

There is a% one rule which ow Saoiour 
ChriR has left with us, tending to the im- 
provement of knowledge, which when reduce& 
to pm&ice, will fufEr no man to be ignorant 
of what is gtod and j?t to be done; ‘tis only to- 
carry a /;n& ep about us, according ro what 
a% faigicf, A&lib. vi. 22,. %‘%s Lgbt G/ the body is 

fh eye, ff t&w-efore three eye be jhgh, thy Whole 

hd’ &ad be Jud of hght : if the eye of a man, 
be carried on Gngly (without any biafing 
a&&on) toward either public or private good, 
he will certainly difcover the good which he 
looked for. But if in the fearch after public 
weal, any private by-ends be aimed at ; if a. 
private love to ourfelves, or a particular re- 
fentment againfi any pe?Jns or parfies, ihaL 
over-rule; if either the admiration or difefieem> 
of others, fhall incline men to refufe pod pro- 

vfjh3~, or embrace jljjicihus propa/ais; if any 
thing 



t&kg befides C+ Jincered dejhe to promote the pub- 
lic Poeal, fhall bear Clay in a paClic caanciJ, ‘tis 
no Orange thing if darknej ihall be called light, 

uld light darkne/l.. 

It maraH& EW obkr&, tkWamatug8: t#c 
many qualifications which have recommended 
our holy religion, no one has more forced its 
way among lerious and confidering men, than 
Its being Jo adm+ab/Y adapted to the happhej of 
mankind, and the gcod of J&iet!es. 

Unbelievers have denied its mirmhs,. a& its 
mflfries have been difputed and derided by 
Jeptical and prqane men. But the greatefi op- 
pokers of the chrifiian name, can neither deny ’ 
rjor difpvlte the real tendency of meeknefs,. mu- 
deration, punfiualjuflce, and univttr/al good-w&, 

to make men live well one with another, doing 
to others as we would have thm to do to us, and 
louhg our very, enemies, leave no room either for 
private oppreflion, or public difturbance. The 
fpirit of this religion will not fuffer us to per- 
petuate animofi ties, or carry on rufpicions too 
far : to think that men who have once been ia 
the wrong, can never be convinced, never re- 
pent of their errors : ‘twill fuffer no fufpicions. 
to hinder from a due confideration of any pro- 
tofils in behalf of public gr;od, from whatever; 
quarter they may come : where thejqle eye is 
&us dire&ted in a arait line towards the public 

3: WflJ1, 
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weal, the whole Sody of fuch a council will be 
fz& of Zkht, whereby they will certainly dif- 
cover the things which belong _ to our peace. 
There things can never be hid, when a prince 
and people are thus in quefi of them, 

God forbid therefore, That this day offi- 

Zemn humiliation fiould be made ufe of to jlatt<f 
princes with notions of arbitrary phwev, by draw- 
ing any conclu$as from the ancient gov,rnmcnt of 
God’s pecu?iar p&e, which may coZour over 

modern tyranny *. 

God forbid ! That the Roman imperial 
. power in the hands of Claudius or Nero, 

should be owned as God’s miniftry, under 
which the apofiles of ChritIS fuffered martyr- 
dom. To entertain people with the melan- 
choly thoughts of fetters and chains, which 
when laid upon them by ill pr’mces, yet they 
mufi not endeavour to remove under penalty 
of eternal damnation, tends only to exafperate 
human nature, and make way for fuch another 
day of humiliation as that we are now cele- 
brating : which, may divine goodnefs, for ever 
prevent ! God forbid, that this day fhould be 
made ufe of to continue hears and animofities 

* From the beginning of this paragraph, to the 
end of the krmon, the:e appears the mafirrly hand 
of Mr. Trenchard, the author’s friend, who wrote 
this flining conclufion. 

8 among 
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among us, which ought long fince to have 
been buried in oblivion. Efpecially when the 
tragical fcene of this day, was not then the afi 
of the whole nation ; and fe_w fpe&ators of it, 
fcarce any a&ors in it, are now remaining. 

But fince the condition of the great& men 
upon earth is fubjefi to fuch fit& c@@?rcphrs, 

as that was which this day brings to mind; I 
cannot but lament the unhappy fate of thofe 
princes who are born in purple, and bred in 
I uxury ; encompaffed with flatterers, and fo 
intoxicated with the gaudy ornaments of power, 
as to forget the end for which they were ele- 
vated, and made gods upon earth. They little 
confider that this greatnefs is fupported by the 
inheritance of the gentleman, the hazard of the 
merchant, and the fweat of the labourer ; who 
readily contribute out of their fmall frock to 
fupport a government they themfelves have fet 
UP* Who are contented to part with their 
natural liberty to thofe who formerly (it may 
be) were their equals, for their common good 
and prote&ion ; which is the only end of go- 
vernmen t. A due reRe&,ion hereon would 
make them fir-it of all adore the goodnefs of 
God whore providence’ hath fo diflinguilhed 
them, and alfo love and cherik that fociety 
of men, who bath raifed them to Co high a 
fl.at)on, and fubmitted themfelves and their 

for tunes, 
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fortunes, in a great meaSure, to their dif- 
cretion. Then tbc world would fee the befi 
men in the highefl places, fenates in authority, 
magifirates in eiteem, and the temple of virtue 
the only pairage to that of honour. Am- 
bition and corruption will be out of counte- 
nance, and the world will triumph in an nn- 
didturbed felicity. The prince will be happy 
in the reverence and &tern of his people, and 
the people Gfe in the generofity of the prince. 

All this and more we may expe& from his 
majrffy’s rnofi happy reign, who was nor (like 
others) nurfed up in flattery, but tafted earfy 
of the cup of afRi&ion, that his greatnefs 
might be owing to his own courage, virtue 
and integrity, and not the uncertain gift of 
fortune. Wife by nature, improved by early 
adverfity, and confiimmated by long experience 
in al’l the paths of greatnefi i a prince loved’ 
and obeyed ky his own fubje&, honoured’ 
by his allies, dreaded by his enemies, and will 
be admired by Iate poiterity. 

Nor do I here in fiit upon his great perform- 
ances in the art of was, in which other princes 
have had their fhare, and are often themfelves 
the wretched trophies, ere&ed upon the tears 
‘of miferable men. But in his early years, to, 
reflore his native country, and fince that, the 
liberties of three mofi potent nations, ai-e 

glories + 



glories peculiar to hi&If, and cannot be 
equalled by the exploits of the mofi renowned 
cmefs, either of the AJjrian, G’rrcian, or Roman- 
monarchs And to confummate all the felicity 
t,hat can happen to mortal man, it hath been a 
particular honour referved by -providence for 
him alone, that as wherever he fet his foot, 
f&very fled before him like a phantom, fo in 
his dominions and under his protefiion, are 
ahoofi all the remains of liberty now known in 
the world. 

Not’ that T fpeak &is, or any thing elfe T 
have here raid, for your information, (for I 
know from wh,at hortoupabh ufimbly I ought to 
receive initrufiion) but as m)t text dir&d; 
me, f4)P your rcmkmbranec, 
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The foflowhg advmtifcmt, prefixed to thle 
original edition, is here prekrved. 

7 iiE ai,thor of this a’~$courSp has been credibb in. 
h .formed, that fame per-ens bofb f9rmery t21.d late&, 

me wrote eithrr at, a+ a&jut ha-01 foacz biq ; 
(be carPRot well tell ru;h~t) in tbe common neq.w-pqer.i, 
whch he does not ofren read. He threfbre, takes thrs 
opppwtlrnity to u&e the I/t/rritev of that rank, and in* 
that firm, once for a/!* that they may Jhnd,r hm as ~ 
Zurvb 0J rbey pleuff, without &J n~licr, and, Tery 
ptobabb, rLLtirtho~t his K8lmuleBge, Bnt tJ any fiev-on 

-of common fenfe and common honeity, ).5& con- 
defcend to animadvert in a difficnt ~$a?, upon my 
fhisg which be has puh~z$vd, be mzy depend upan ha%- 
izg aN proper regard/be-an to him. 



P R I3 F A C’ E. 

additiorzs. It c’s bq~d that but few wjll think the 
fid&jeD tif it an impr+r one to le dycour/dm in I&T 
pu#it, under a nlrtion that tht is preaching politics, 
iu$‘eaa’ of CHRIST. HOWWW, to remove all 
prejudices of thirfirt, I beg b rn~y be rememhred, 
that 4L allJcri~:ure-is proy%aGZe fh- doArinf, for 
repro/f, for CORRECTlON, for ,i@ru&ioa 
in righteau/;eJ *. ” bvx?ly, then fioldd nof tbofe 
purts of /;.riptuYe, whh? relate fo chit gdverntnent, 
be exarniwed and explained from the de@, as well 
as &et-s ? Obedkzce to tbtz civil mrPgQ%ate, is a 

chrz$‘ian duty : and sj’fo, why /fhouZd not the ‘iia- 
turc, grounds and extent of it be con/%dered in a 
cbr$Jiarr aJembJy ? Be/ides, ;f it be said, that it is 
out cf charaLTer for a chri$an n&@er to meddle 
wicbJ% a fubjefl, this cenfure will at Zq? faU 
ypoi the h0Zy Apaches. They wrife upon it in their 

ep@Ces to chr$ian churches : and furely it cannot 

Be deemed either criminal or impertinent, to atiempt 
an explanation of their doBrine. 

It was the near approach of the ‘I’hirtieth of 
January, that turned my thoughts to this J&!&D : 
an which folemnity the flavith doh’r ine of pafive obe- 
dime and n6n-rej/lance, is often warm/y aJerted; 

* z Pet. iii. 16. 
and 
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and the dY&nters from the e/abJfied church, re- 

~+h&d, not on+ as fchifrnatirs, (w&A more of 
triumph than of tru:h, and of choler than chriJ% 
anity) but a@ as perfons of feditirus, traiterour 
and rebellious principles-GOD be thankrd o&e 
may, in any part of the Britifh dominions, fpeak 
free4 (17 a decent regard be paid to thofe in au- 
thority) both of government and religion ; and 
tven give fame broad hints, that he is engaged on 
the/de of liberty, the BlBLE and common fen/e, 
in oppojtion to tyranny, PRIEST-CRAFT and 

non-fenfe, withut being in danger either of the 

Edlile or the Inqui fition :-Though there will al- 
ways be iome intereJed politicians, contra&d bi- 
gots, and hypocritical zealots fcr a party, to take 

oyj’ence at /ilch freedoms. Their ceqh-e is pralye : 
Their palye is infamy-AJpirit of dmination is 
always to be guarded agciinj both in chum cb’and 

jafe, even in times tf the greaieJ27 fhrity j fuch 
as the ptefent is among/i7 US ; at ZeaJ as to the 
Ialter. TboJe nafians who ar’e mw groani’ng under 
the iron fceptre of tyranny, were once free. So they 
might, probabb, have remained, by a feqliinable 
precaution again/ defk otic meaJures. C.$il tyranny 
is u/ually fmalf in its beginning, like g6 the drop 
~6 of a bucket*,” ti!l at length, iike a m2bty tor- 
rent, or the mighty raging of the fea, it bears 
down all before it, and deluges wb;Ie countries and 
smpires. Ths it: is as to eccleJa/ical tj7-nnny a&h, 

* Ifaiah xi. 15, 
-t e h 
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--the moJ cruel, intolerable and impiouc, of aqy. 
From fma II brginnhg c, 66 it exalts it/;& above aI1 
‘6 that is called GOD and iha! is wo jh;pped*.” 
People have no /;c.w i/y again/ behq rrnmerrl’fu’b 
priefl-ridden, birt 1y keeping all imperious &:I- 
SHOPS, and ot4er CLERGYMHV who IGVE io 
‘: lord it otler G:d’s l;et i:age,” -fryrn gelhug their 

foot info /he itirrup at al’. Let them be once/oirly 
mounted, and tteir u be@, the lai y t,” May 
prance and flounce about to n3 pur~~/se~: an.1 thy 
wi.1, ai length, be /; jaded anri hacked by tht+ 
rez erznd jockies, fhat they uill not even have 
fpirits enough to cotnplain, tht &e!‘r backs are 
galled ; or, lz’ke B&am’s afs, to 4‘ rebu.Je Ihe 
Lb madnt?/s cf the Prophet $.” 

6~ The,myJiry of inipiiy began ZQ work 11” even 
in the days of fame of the opaJtreeJ. But the king- 
d:m cf An&hi/t was tken, in one refjefl, like 
the kingdom of heaven, however d$rerlt in ail 
o,hers.-It was “ as a grain of muJlard feed 4.” 
This grain was/awn in Italy, that fvuitful~eld : 
And tho’ it were CC /eaJjr of all Jetds,” it jon ho- 
came a mighty Gee. It ha4 Img /ilIce overfpread 
aed darkened thegrcate) part of Chriflendom, fo 
that we may appIy to it what is /bid gf the trfe 
whih Nebuchadnezzar/trw in his VIJ?O~-~G 7% 
“6i heiibtb thereof reached unto heaven, and the 
cc j -1 bt thereof to the en i of all the earth-A,$ 

* 2 Thef. ii. 4. f- Mr. LeJze. $ z Pet. ii. 16. 
1 z Thef. ii. 7. + Mat, xii]. 3 I. 

v 0 L. II. N Gc 7HE 
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hc THE BEASTS OF THE FIELD bavcfia- 
hb dow uncftr it.” TJranny trings ignorance and 
brutality along with it. It degrades men from 
their juq? rank, into tb.e class of brutes. It dun@ 

their hirits. It /uppre@s arts. It extingu@es 
every Jpark of noble ardor and genero/ity in the 
brea/s tf tbofe who are enyaved by it. It makes 
natural’b/r ong and great minds, feeble and little ; 

and triumphs over ibe ruins tf virtue and buma- 

nity. 7bis is true of tyranny in every&ape. Ibere 
ran be nothing great and good, .zubere its injtience 

reaches. For which Tea/on it becones every friend 
$0 truth and human kind; every lovpr of God and 
the rb$?ian religion, to bear a part in oppof&g 

t&s hateful monJer# It was a de/ire to contribute 
p mite towards rarrying on a war againJ this 
common enemy, that produced the foj!owing djr, 
cegv/e. And ;f it )rve* in WY m&@-e, to Rdcp 
8~ a /p;yit of civil and reJigoaf;s liberty among/ 
us, my end is anJu~ered.- There are erirtuous 

and candid men in all iens ; all /irch are to be 
* q?eemed: T&re are agi vicious tften and bigotr 

in alI&Zs ; and all j’uch ought to be de&‘pi fed. 

6‘ Tov’ktue only, and her friends, a friend ; 
*a The w.orld &Aide may murmur or commend, 
‘6 Know, all xhe dditant din that world can keep 
‘6 &OHS o’er my grotto, and but Eooths my fleep.” 

BOPE. 

JONATHAN ~~$AYHEw. 
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I. Let everyfoulbefubjefl unto the higherpowers. 
FG~ tbere is no power but of God : the powers that 

be, are ordained of God. 
2. Wbojoever therefore rt@eth the power, f-e- 

ffleth the ordinance of God: and they that ref$‘, 
fball receive to them/rives damnatica. 

3. For rulers are not a terror to good u~rks, but 
t9 the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of the 
power ? do that which is good, and thou /2lah have 
p-a+ of the Jame : 

4. For be is the min$‘~r of God to th for good. 
But if thou dg that whirh is evil, be afraid ; for he 
bf ar-eth n: t the fwcrd in z,ain : for he is the minj/T~~ 
af God, u revenger, to execute wrath on him that 
dotb mil. 

5. ICaerefQre ye muJ needs be fubjek?, not GT+~G~ 

wrath, but al/of‘or ionjience fake. 
6. FG~-, f;;r ibis c3ufe pay you tribute a$h : fw 

they are GGJ’s tnin$er s, attending continual& U~GR 

this very thing. 
7. Render therefore to ail their dues : tribute to 

fvbom trihte is due ; cuJlm, towhomcuJoom ; fear, 
to wb,m fear; bonour, .to whom honour. 

I T is evident that the affair of civil govern- 
ment may properly fall under a moral and 
religiom confideration, at leafi fo far forth 

.as it relates to the general nature and end of 
aagiifiracy, and to the grounds and extent of 

.N 2 that 



that fubmiflion, which perfons of a private cha- 
r,&er ought to yield to thofe who are vefted 
with authority. 1 his muft be allowed by all 
who acknowledge the divine original of chrilii- 
anity. For although there be a fenfe, and a 
very pl,~in and important fcnfe, in which 
Chriit’s R’ngd:u is not tfdis world * ; his in- 
fpired apofIl$s have, nevertheIr& Lid down 
{ome general principles concerning the office of 
civil rulers, and the duty of Cubjefis, together 
with the reafon and obligation of that duty. 
And from hence it follows, that it is proper 
for all who acknowledge the authority of Jefus 
Chrifi, and the mfpiration of his apoflles, to 
endeavour to underitand what is in fa& the 
c-tolftrine which they have delivered concerning 
this matter. It is the duty of chr$‘ian ma- 
giltrates to inform themLIves what it is which 
their religion teaches concerning the nature and 
defign of their office. And it is equally the 
duty of all rha i/i)iurz people to inform themfelves 
what it is which their religion teaches ccn- 
cerning that fubjcflion which they owe to the 
big her pca’ers. It is for there reafons that I 
have attempted io examine into the fcripture- 
account of this matter, in order to lay it before 
you with the famefrLedOnl which I conflantly 
u(e ufith rflstion to other doSines and pre- 
icpts of chtiftianity ; not doubting but you 

* J :hr; xviii 35. 
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will judge upon every thing offered to your 
confideration, with the fame fpirit of fire&m 
and liberty with which it is_,ko#cn. 

The pafige read, is the mofi fu!l and exprcrs 
of any in the new-teltament, relatiog to rufers 
and fubjefis : and therefore I thought it pro- 
per to grcund upon it, what I had to propofe 
to you with reference to the authority of the 
civil magiitrate, and the fubje&on which is 
due to him. But before 1 enter upon an ex- 
planation of the fevet>l parts of this parage, it 
will be proper to obferve one thing, which may 
f&-ve as a key to the whole of it. 

It is to be obferved, then, that there were 
fome perfoos amongfl the chrfj?ians of the 
apoftolic age, and particularly thofe at Rome, 
to whom SC. Par,/ is here writing, who fedi- 
tioufly difclaimed all fubje&tion to civil autbo- 
rity ; refufing to pay taxes, and the Juries 1;li.J 
upon their traffick and mcrchandize ; and who 
f&pled n’)t to [peak of their rulers, without 
any due regard to their office and charaflter. 
Some of there turbulcut ~hr.;/Iiur.s were conycr:s 
from jf4dajJ;73, and others from p~f,:n/;l?. I he 
Jtws in general had, long brfore this time., 
taken up a Orange conceit, that being the PC- 
culiar and el&’ people of God, they were thcrc- 
fore exempted from the jurifdi8ion of any 
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headmen princes or governors, Upon this grwnd 
it was, that fame of them, during the pubi*= 
miniftry of our blelfed faviour, came to him 
with that queition- Is it lawful to give tribute 
imfo Cakir or not * ? And this notion many 
of them retained after they were profelyted to 
the rhr$?ian faith. As to the gentile converts, 
fame of them grofly miflook the nature of thar 
IGerry which the gofpel promifed ; and thoughr 
that by virtue of their fubje&ion to Chrifi, the 
on(y king and head of his church, they were 
wholly freed from CubjeEtion to any other prince; 
as though Chriit’s kingJam had Jeen ofthis zc,orld, 
in fuch a fenfe as to interfere with the civil 
powers of the earth, and to deliver their fub- 
.icfls from that allegiance and duty, which. 
t!wg before owed to them. Of there vi&- 
onary CbriJanr in general, who difowned fub- 
j&ion to the civil powers irf being where they 
refpe&ively lived, there is mention made in fe- 
vcral places in the new-teff ament : The A- 
pofile Peitr in particul’ar, charafierizes them in 
this manner -I hem that-dejpzye governmcnt- 
jWfhpruous are they, felf-zuilled, thy are not 
aJ+aid to Jpeak evil of dignities -j-. NOW it is 
with reference to there doting Chr@‘am, that 
the apoftle fpeaks in the parage before us, 
And I ihall now give you the fcnfe of it in a 

‘* LIatt. xxti. 17. f- 2 Pet ii. x3. 

para- 



paraphrafe upon each verfe in its order, detiring 
you to keep in mind the chara&er of the per- 
fons for whom it is defigned, that Co, as I go 
along, you may fee how jufi and natural this 
xldrefs is ; and how well fuited to the circum- 
fiances of .thofe againit whom it is Ievelled. 

The apofile begins thus--let evmy foul * 
be $&jet7 unto the higher powers; -j- for there is 

no power It but of God: the powers that le $ arae 

* E.veryJd. This is an h&r-ai/m, which i;g- 
nib3 sacty man ; fo that the apoffle does not ex- 
empt the cler,y: fuch as were endowed with rhe 
gift of prophecy, or any other miraculous powers 
which fubfified in the church at that day. And by 
his ufmg the Mrew idiom, it kerns thar he had the 
iew~Q% converts principalJy in his eye. 

f Ibe higher powers: more literally, the over- 
ruling-powers : which term extends to all civil rulers 
in common. 

11 By ~OWV, the apofile intends not lawlefsfiengtb 
and brutal force, without regulation or proper di- 
re&ion ; but jufi a&or+; for Co the word here 
ufed properly fignifies. There may bepo.wer where 
there is no alrthority. No man has any authority to 
do what is wrong and injurious, though he may have 
power to do it. 

d Tbep3wers that be : thofe perfons who are in 
faR veited with authority ; thofe who are in POT- 
feflio~. And who, thofe are, the apofile leaves 
CkriRians to determine for themfelves ; but who 
ever they are, they are to be obeyed. 

N4 ordained 



orda ‘ned lf Go/l *, ver. I. q. d. (6 Whereas 
6‘ fame profeired C~~z/lians vainly imagine, that 
Sb they are wholly excufed from all manner of 
“ duty and fubjeflion to civil authority, re- 
‘* fufing to honrrur their rulers, and to pay 
” taxes ; which opinion is not only unrea- 
d‘ fcnable in itfeif, but alfo tends to fix a Iafi- 
(< ins reproach upon the cbr$%n name and 
Jb profeffion, I now, as an apofitle and ambaf- 
cc Gdor of Chrifi, exhort every one of you, be 
*: he R ho he will, to pay all dutiful fubmifion 
r~ to thofe who are veff ed with any civil office. 
c‘ For there is, properly fpeaking, no autho- , 
“ rity but what is derived from God, as it is 
Cr only by his permifion and providence that 
*‘ any poffefs it. Yea, I may add, that all 
*‘ civil magifirates, as fuch, although they 
41 may be tL~&ns, are appointed and ordained 
‘6 of&d. For it is certainly God’s will, that 

* O+hined $God: as it is not without God’s 
provic’ence 2nd permiCr1, that any are clothed with 
authority ; and as it is aqteiable to the pofitive will 
and Fu’pofe of God, th:lt there lhould befimpet- 
j’ns veRed with authority for the good of fociety : 
not that Amy rulers have their commiflion immedi- 
arely frc:m God the Supreme Lord of the univerfe. 
ff any alert that kings, or any other rulers, are or- 
&ain:d of God in the latter fenfr, it is incumbent up- 
on them to thew the commifif\n which they fpeak 
of, under the broad feai of heaven. And when they 
do thi<, they wU, no doubt, be beJieved. 
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(6 lo ufeful an inititution as that of magiitracy, 
(‘ should take place in the world, fcr the 
“ good of civil fociety.” The apofile pro- 
ceeds-WJorver, therefore rej$?e;h that pcw~r, 
refjeth the ord;‘nanre rf God ; end they that r-c- 

f’i j&all receive to th, mthes damo t.‘on. ver. 2. 
q. d. ‘6 Think not, therefore, that ye are guilt- 
cc lefs of any crime or fin again,‘t God, when 
u ye fa&oufly difobey and refit1 the civil au- 
6‘ thority. For magifiracy and government 
“ being, as I have faid, the ordinance and ap- 
cc pointment of God, it follows, that to refif), 
4‘ magifirates in the execution of their offices, 
‘4 is really to refifi the wilk and ordi’nance ,of 
CC God himfelF-: and! they who thus refill, 
(a wili accordingly be punithed by God for 
CC this fin in common with others.” The 
apoftle goes on- For rulers are net a terror ta 
good works, ht to the evil *. Kft thau then, 

+ For rub are not a terror to good works, but tg 
Yh e&l. It cannot be fuppofed that the apoitle de- 
figns here, or in any of the fucceeding verfes, to 
give the true charaffer of Nero, or any other civii 
powers then in being, as if they were in fat? fuch 
perlons as he defcribes, a terror to evil works only,, 
and not to the good. For fuch a charafier did ncg 
beiong to them ; and the apofile was no fycophant I 
or parafite of power, whatever fome of his pre- 
tended fucceffors have been. He only tells what j 
rulers would be, provided they&ted up to, to. theics; 
charalter and office. 
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not be afiid of the power ? Do thnt which is 
good, and thou flu/t here pm@ of the fame. For 

be is the minyer of God to thee for pod, ver. pl, 
and part of the 4th. q. d. 6‘ That YOU may 
6‘ fke the truth and juitnefs of what I air&t, 
“ (vk that magifiracy is the ordinance of 
“ God, and that you fin againft him, in oppo- 
6‘ fing it,) confider that even pagan rulers, are 
‘C not, by the nature and defign of their of&e, 
‘I enemies and a terror to the good and vi+ 
6‘ tuous a&ions of men, but only to the in- 
~4 jarious and mifchievous to fociety. Will ye 
!C not, then, reverence and honour magi~itracy, 
‘6 when you fee the good end and intention of 
c* it ? How can ye be fo unreafonable ? Only 
6~ mind to do your duty as members of fociety ; 
GC and this will gain you the applaufe and fa* 
(C VOW of all good rulers. For while you do 
6‘ thus, they are, by their office, as miniiters of 
u God, obliged to encourageand protea you ; 
SC it is for this very purpofe that they are 
6‘ clothed with power.” The apofile fub- 
joins - But if thou do that which is evil, 
be afraid, fcr he bchreth mt the /word in vain. 

For he is the m.‘$er of God, a revenger, to 
execute wrath upon him that doth mi4*, ver. 4, 

latter 

* It is manifeft that when the apolIIe fpeaks of 
it, as the office of civil rulers, to encoyrage what is 
Hod, ad to punish what is ezi.‘, he fpeaks only of 

CiVil 
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latter part. q. d. cc But upon the other 
‘* hand, if ye refufe to do your diaty as; 
“ members of fociety ; if ye refufe to bear 
a8 your part in the fupport of government ; 
cc if ye are d&rderly, and do things which 
‘6 merit civil chaitifement, then, indeed, ye 
$6 have reafon to be afraid. For it is aot irt 
(c vain that rulers are veiled with the power 
‘6 of ioAi&ing punihment. They are by their 
64 office, not only the minifiers of God forr 

f i&l good and &l. They are to co&It the good 
of fociety arjkh; not to diAate in religious con- 
cerns ; not to make laws for the government of 
men’s confciences ; and to infliQ civil penalties for 
religious crimes. It is fiif?icient to overxhrow the 
dokine of the authority of the civil magiRrate, in- 
affairs of a fpiritual nature, (Co f<ir a9 it is built upot~* 
any thing which ‘is here faid by St. Paul, or upon 
any thing elfe in the new-teltament) only to ob- 
ferve, that all the magiitrates then in the worId were. 
beatben, impfacable enemies to chrifiianity : 6 that 
PO give them authority in religious matters, wouldj 
have been, in effe&, to give them authority to ex- 
airpate the chtiRian religion, and to e&a&h the 
idolatries and fuperflitions of paganifm. And cam 
any one reafanably fuppofe, than the apofiIe had any 
intention to extend the authority of rulers, beyond? 
concerns merely civiE and political, to the over- 
throwi- of that religion which. he Kirnfelfwas fo 
zealous m propagating ! But it is natura fbr thofe, 
whore religion canno& be Cupported upon the foot- 
ing of reafon and argument, to have recourfe ta 
power and force, wEich will ferve a bad’ caufe as. 
weU as a good one ; and indeed much better. * 

,N 6 64 fp@& 
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wgood to thofe that do well ; but alfo his 
9 minifiers to revenge, to difcountenance and 
8( punish thofe that are unruly, and injurious 
86 to their neighbours.” The apofile pro- 
ceeds - Wherefve ye rnuJ needs be fubjen not 
on4 for wmth, but al/o far ron/cience fake, 

Per. 5. q. d. “ Since therefore, magiitracy 
4‘ is the ordiaance of God ; and fince rulers 
4~ are, by their office, benefaoors to fociety, 
4, by difcouraging what is bad, and encou- 
6‘ raging whst is good, and fo preferving 
‘4 peace and order amongft men ; it is evi- 
4‘ dent that ye ought to pay a willing fub- 
“ jeAion to them ; not to obey merely for 
dc fear of expofing y our&Ives to their wrath 
“ and difpleafure, but alfo in point of rea- 
“ Ton, duty and confcience : Ye are under 
$4 an indif’penfible obligation, ns Cljrflians, to 
6~ honour their office, and to fubmit to them 
8‘ in the execution of it.” The apoflle goes 
“ on - For,Jbr iii caufe pay ycu tribute al/o: 
for lhty are G’od’s minzyerr, attend’ng continu- 
a//y upm this tcry t ing, ver. 6, q. d. a< And 
61 here is a plain reafon alfo why ye fhould 
6‘ pay tribute to them ; for they are God’s 
‘6 miniAers, exalted above the common level 
4‘ of mankind, not that they may indulge 
‘( themfelves in foftnefs and luxury, and be 
l entitled to the fervile homage of theiF fel- 
0 low-men j but that they may execute an 

“ office 
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6‘ office no lefs laborious than honour&Ie ; 
u and attend coqtinually upon the public 
c( welfare. This being their bufioefs and 
6‘ duty, it is but reafonable, that they fhould 
‘6 be requited for their care and diligence in 
“ performing it ; and enabled, by taxes le- 
6~ vied upon the fubjefi, effe&utilly to pro- 
“ fecute the great end of their inltitution, 
6‘ the good 06 fociety.” The apoitle fums 
up all in the following words - Render there- 
fore to all their dues : tribute + to whom tri- 

“bute is he ; cu/lom *, to whom cu4om ; fear, 

to whom ftar ; honour, to whom honour, ver. 
7. q. d. “ Let it not, therefore, be iaid of 
6‘ any one of you hereafter, that you contemn 
Cc government to the reproach of yourfelves, 
‘6 and of the Chr~ian religion. Neither ybur 
‘6 being JLWP by nation, nor your becom- 
61 ing the fubjetis of Chrifi’s kingdom, gives 
(6 you any difpenfation for making difiurbances 
‘6 in the governuient under which you live. 
4‘ Approve y ourfelves, .thercfore, as peaceable 

+ Grotius obferve5, that the Greek words, here 
ufed, anfwer to the tributum and veEtiga1 of the 
Rtmans ; the former was the money aid for the 
f&l and poll ; the latter, the duties lai 1 upon fame 
forts cf merchandize. And what the apofile here 
lays, defixves to be ferioufly confidered by all 
Chrillians concerned in that common pra&ice of 
carrying on an illicit trade, and running of goodz. 

3 6‘ and 
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*I and dutiful fubje&. . Be ready to pay to 
S-( your rulers all that they may, in refpe& 
Cd of their office, jufily demand of you, Ren- 
u der tribute and cultom to thofe of your 
6’ governors to whom tribute and cufiom be- 
ad long : and chearfully honour and reverence 
6‘ all who are veeed with civil authority, ac- 
‘6 cording to their deferts.” 

The apoitle’s doftrine, in the palfage thus 
expIained, concerning the office of civil ru- 
lers, and the duty of fubjeas, may be fumed LIP 
‘m the following obkrvations; * viz. 

That the end of magifiracy is the good of 
civil fociety, ar firh : 

That civil rulers, mficb, are the ordinance 
and minifiers of God ; it being by his per- 
mifion and providence that any bear rule j and 
agreeable to his wilk, that there should bejbt~~ 
perfons veiled with authority in fociety, for the 
well-being of it : 

That which is here faid concerning civil 
rulers, extends to all of them in common : 
it relates indifferently to monarchical repubb 

licark 

+ The ikveral obfervations here only mentioned,. 
were handled at 
upon rhis fubjek 

large iu two preceding diicou&z 
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licaa and ariflocratical government ; and to 

/ aI other forms which truly anfwer the iblc 
end of government, the happinefs of fociety ; - 
and to all the different degrees of authority 
in any particular it ate j to inferior ofkers no 
lcfs than the fupreme. 

That difobe&ence to civil rulers in the due- 
cxercife of their authority, is not merely zs 
poliiicaljn, but an heinous Q&%M tzgaht God 
and religion : 

That the true ground and reafon + of our 
vbligation to be iixbje& to the K&W powers, 

is 

+ Some fuppofe the apofile in this paffage, in- 
forces the duty of fubmifflon, with IWO argumenEs 
quite diRinQ from each other ;, one taken from 
tl& confideration, that rulers are the ordinance, 
and minilters of God, (ver. x, 2, and 4.) and 
the other, from the benefits that accrue to fociety, 
from civil government, (ver. 3, 4, and 6.) And 
indeed thefe may be diitin& motives and argu- 
ments for fubmifion, as they may be feparately 
viewed and contemplated& But when we confider 
that rulers are not the ordinance and the mini- 
fiers of God, but only fo far forth as they per- 
form God’s wi.1, by aC:ng up to their office and 
charaLter, and fo by beitlg benefaAors to fociery, 
this makes there arguments coincide, and run up 
into one at lalt: at leafi fo far, that the former 
sf them cannot hold good for fubmifion, where 
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k the ufefulnefi of magiitracy (when properly 
exercifed) to human iociety, and its fu bfervieacy 
to the general welfare : 

That obedience to civil rulers is h&e equal- 
ly required under all forms of government, 
which anfwer to the Cole end of all government, 
the good of lociety ; and to every degree of 
authority inany Bate, whether fupreme or fub- 
ordinate : 

(From whence it follows, 

That if unlimited obedience and non-r+ 
fiitance, be here required as a duty under any 
qne form of government, it is alfo required 

the latter fails, Put the fuppofition, that any man 
bearing the title of a maglfirate, fhould exercife 
his power in fuch a manner as to have no claim 
to obedience by virtue of that argument which is 
founded upon the ufefulners of magifiracy ; and 
you equally take off the force of the other argu- 
ment alfo, which is founded upon his being the 
ordinance and the minifier of God. For he is no3 
longer God’s ordinance and minifier, than he a&Its 
up to his of&e and charaaer, by exercifing his 

K 
ower for the good of fociety- This is, in 
rief, the reafon why it is faid above, in the JR- 

guiar number, that the true ground and reafan, &c. 
The ufe and propriety of this remark may poflibly 
be more apparent in the procers of the argument 
concerning refiftance. 

as. 
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as a duty under all other forms; and as a 
duty to fubordinate rulers as well as to the 
fuupreme.) 

And kitly, that thofe civil rulers to whom 
the apoitle injoins fubjefiion, are the perfoas 

in poJgion ; the powers that be; thofe who are 
a~%~lly vefted with authority +. 

There is one very important and interelt- 
ing point which remains to be enquired into ; 
namely, the extent of that CubjeQion to the 

higher 

* This mufi be underRood with this p~~z$, 
that they do not grofly a&z& their power and 
truit, but exercife it for the good of thofe that 
are governed. Who there perfons were, whether 
Nero, &c. or not, the apoftie does not Cay ; but 
leaves it to be determined by thofe to whom he 
*rites. God does not interpofe, in a miraculous 
way, to point out the perfons who ihall bear rule, 
and to whom fubjeAion is due. And as to the 
unalienable, indefeafible right of prkzgeniturc, the 
fcri tures are entirely filent: or rather plainly con- 
tra in it: Saul being the firit king among the dp 
Ifrueliter ; and appointed to the royal dignity, 
during his own father’s life-time : and he was fuc- 
ceeded, or rather fuperfeded. by David the IaR Eortl 
umarg many brethren-Now if God has not in- 
variably determined this matter, it mu& of courfe, 
be determined by men. And if it be determined 
by men it muft be determined either in the way 
offorce or of tompa&. And which of there is the 
mofl eguirable, can be no quefiion, 
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higher ptwers, which is here enjoined as a: 
duty upon all chrifiians. Some have thought 
it warrantable and and glorious, to difobey the 
civil powers in certain circumitances ; and, in 
cafes of very great and general oppreiiion9 
while humble remonfirances fail of having any 
effe& ; and when the public welfare cannor 
be otherwife provided for and f&cured, to rife 
unanimoofly even againft the fovereign him- 
felf, in order to redrefs their grievances ; to 
vindicate their natural and legal rights : to 
break the yoke of tyranny, and free then+ 
delves and pofferity from inglorious fervitude 
and ruin. It is upon this principle that many 
royal opprefirs have been driven from theis 
thrones into banifhment ; and many flain by 
the hands of their fiubjebs. It was upon thig 
principle that Turquin was expelled from Rome ; 
and Juliirr C&far, the conqueror of the world, 
and the tyrant of his country, cut off in the 
fenate- houfe. It was upon this prtnciple, that 
king Chavles I. was beheaded before his own 
banqueting- houfe. It was upon this princi-. 
pie, that king yutier II.’ was made to fly that: 
country, which he aimud at enflaving : And 
upon this principle was that revolution brought 
about, which has been fo fruitful of happy 
confequences to Great &it&. But in op- 
pofition to this principle, it has often been 
afferted, that the fcripture in general (and the 



paffage under confideration in particular) ti&?s 
all refifiance to princes a crime, in any cafe 
whatever - If they turn tyrants, and be& 
tome the common oppreffors of thofe, whofe’ 
welfare they ought to regard with a paternal 
affeCtion, we muR not pfetedd to iiig%X our’- 
felves, unlefs it be by prayers and tears and’ 
humble entreaties : and if there methods fail 
of procuring redrefs, we mufi not have re- 
courfe to any other, but a11 fuffer ourfelves 
to be-robbed and butchered at the pleafure 
of the Lord’s anointed; left we fiould incur 
the fin of rebellion, and the punifiment of 
damnation. For he has God’s authority and 
commMion to bear him out in the work of 
crimes, fo far that he may not be withfZood 
or controule~d. NOW wherhef we :SH~ obfigd 
fo yield iirch an abfolute fubtMi& to ou$ 
prince ; or whether difobedience and refiff- 
ante n5ay not be‘ jufifiable in Come c’a& 
nottiith%tiding ariy thing iri the paf@$e be2 
fore us, is tin *etiquity iti Which WC tit% &If 

concerned ; and this is, the inquiry which is 
the main defign of the prefeht difcodrfe. 

NOW there dbes not ieem to be aay tie- 
ccfity tiffuppofing, that an abfoIute unlimited 
obedience, whether affive or pafive, is here 
injoined, merely for this reafon, that the pre-4 
cept is delisered in ab/blute terms, without . 

any 
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any erreptiorl or limitation exprefly mentioned, 
We are enjoined, (ver. I .) to be fib&f? co the 
higher powers: and (ver. 5.) to be fbbje&? fv 
confcienre fake, And becaufe there expreffions 
are abfolute and unlimited, (or more proper- 
ly, general) fome have inferred, that the fub- 
j&ion required in them, muit be abfolute and 
unlimited alfo : at leai) fo far forth as to make 
pafive obedience and non-refinance, a duty 
in all cafes whatever, if not a&ive obedience 
Iikewife. Though, by the way, there is he;e 
no diftin&ion made between a&c and pafive 
obedience; and if either of them be required 
iu an unlimited fcnfe, the other mufi be re- 
quired in the fame fenfe alfo, by virtue of 
the pielent argument ; becaufe the exprefions 
are equally abfolute with refpe& to both. 
But that unlimited obedience of any fort, can- 
not be argued merely from the indefinite ex- 
prefions in which obedience is enjoined, ap- 
pears from hence, that expreifions of the fame 
nature, frequently occur iti fcripture, upon 
which it is confeifed on all hands, that no 
fuch abfolute and unlimited fenfe ought to be 
put. For example, I.-we not the would; nei- 
ther the things that are in the worM*; Lay 
mt up for Jourfeher Zreajiires upin earth t ; 
Take therefore no thugAt jh the morrow 1; 
are precepts expreffed in at leafi equally ab- 

* A John ii. 15. t Matt. vi. 19- $ Matt. vi. 34. 
folut e 



and ORTHODOXY flakes. ‘185 
foblute ,and unlimited terms : but it is gene- 
rally allotied, that they are to be under-flood 
with certain refiriCtions and iimitations ; Come 
degree of love to the world, and the things 
of it, being allowable. Nor, indeed, do the 
Right Rc~ercnd Fathers in God, and other dr’g- 
rz$d clergymen of the efiablifhed church, feem 
to be altogether averie to admitting of reitric- 
lions in the latter cafe, how warm foever any of 
them may be againit refb-ifiions, and limitations, 
in cafe of fubmifion to authority, whether civil 
or ecclefiafiical. It is yorth remarking alfo, that 
patience and fubmifion under private injuries, 

’ are enjoined in much more peremptory and 
abfolute terms, than any that are ufed with 
regard to fubmifion to the injufiice and op- 
prefion of civil rulers. Thus, Ifay unto you, 
thai ye’r-;lF1I’ no! evil; but W 50jrver j%all fmite 
thee on the right chrek, tsrn to him the other 
al/b. 

6 
And if any rnon w’/I fue thee at the law, 

and tnke away thy coat, let him bavt, thy cloke. 
And u;doJ.ever /hall compel thee to go a mile 
wit/j him, go with him twain *. Any man 
may be defied to produce fuch ftrong expref- 
fions in favour of a paflive and tame fubmif- 
fion to unjufi, tyrannical rulers, as are here 
ufed to inforce fubmifion to private injuries.’ 
But how few are there that underfiand thofe 
expreirons literally ? And the reafon why they 

l Matt, v. 39, 40, 41. 
cl3 
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*do not, is becaufe (with fuhmifion to the qua- 
Ben) common fgnfe fhews that they were not 
intended to .be fo underltood. 

But to ,initaace in fome kripture-precepts, 
which are more direAly to the point in hand. 
- Children are commanded to obey their 
parents, and fervants their mafkrs, in as ab- 
folute and unlimited terms as fubjeas are here 
commanded to obey their civil rulers. Thus 
this .fame apoRIe - Children obey your pa- 
rents in ihe Lord ; for this is right. Honaur 
thy father and mother,- which is the )i?J 
rommundrnent with promife. - Scuwants, be 
obedient to thena that are your mu/ers accord- 
islg to the ye/h, w&h fear and *trembling, with 

jinglenefs of your heart as tmto Chr$*. Thus 
alfo wives are commanded to be obedient to 
their hufbands - W&Yes, Jiibmit yourfelves 

unto your hu&zds as unto the Lot d. For the 
hlrfia~~d is Itbehead of the w;f.e, even as CHRIST 
IS THE HEAD OF THE CHURCH 

TberPjcbre as thb church is Jilbje8 unto 
L’hriJ, Jo let the wives be to their own hu/^- 
bands IN EVERY THING-/-. In all 
thefe cafes, fubmifion is required in terms 
lat leafi) as abfolute and univerfal, as are 
.ever ufed with refpe& to rulers and fubjefis. 

# Eph. vi. I, Src: $ Eph, Y. zz. 23, 24’ 
3 But 
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But who fuppofes that the apoitle ever in- 
*ended to teach, that chiidren, fervants and 
wives, should, in all cafes whatever, obey 
their parents, mailers and husbands refpe&ive- 
ly, never making any oppofition to their will, 
even although they kould require them to 
break the commandments of God, or fhould 
.caufeleBy make an attempt upon their lives ? 
No one puts fuch a fen& upon there ex- 
prefions, however abfolute and unlimited. 
Why then fhould it be fuppofed, that the ape- 
ftle defigned to teach univerfal obedience, 
whether a&ive or pafI?ve, to tk~ higherpowir~, 
merely .becaufe his precepts are delivered in 
abfolute and unlimited terms ? And if this be 
a good argument in one cafe, why is it not 
in others alfo ? If it be faid that refiitance 
.and difobedience to the higgher powers, is here 
faid pofitively to be a fin, CQ alfo is the dii; 
obedience of children to parents ; fervants to 
mafiers ; and wives to hufbands, in other 
places of fcripture. But the queition iti re- 
mains, whether in all there cafes there be not 
fome exceptions ? In the three latter, it is 
allowed there are. And from hence it fol- 
lows, that barely the ufe of abfolute expref- 
fions, is no proof, that obedience to civil rud 
ilers, is, in all cafes, a duty ; or refiitance, ia 
all cafes a fin. I fhould not have thought it 
worth while to take any notice at all of this 

argument 
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argument, had it root been much infified upon 
by fame of the advocates for pafEve-obedience : 
and non-reGfIance : for it is, in itfelf, per- 
fenly trifling ; and rendered confiderable only 
by the ftreis that has been laid upon it for want 
of better. . 

There is, indeed, one pafige’ in the new 
tefiament, where it may feem, at firR view, 
that an unlimited fubmilfion to civil rulers, is 
enjoined. - Submit g:u$hes to every or- 
dinance of man for the L6rd’s /a&e+. - 
To every ordiwnce of man. - However, 
this exprefion is no itronger than that be- 
fore taken notice of, wilh relation to the duty 
of wives - So At the wives be /ibjeA to their 
own hufiancls- IN EVERY THING. 
But the trye folutioa of this difficulty (if it 
be bpe) is rhi~ : by every ordinance of man I-, 
is not meant every command of Ihe civil ma- 
giltrate without exception ; but every order of 
mag$‘rates appointed by man ; - whether 

fiperior or inferior : for fo the apoffle expIains 
himklf in the very next words - Wbethcr 
it be to the king as fupreme, or to governors, 

* I. Pet. ii. 13. 
t Litera’ly e*Lty hutrar ;*/th thn, or npga&- 

ti en’. By which manner of evpretiion the aprdVe 
plainly intimates, that rulers derive their authority 
i;~ned~attl;, not from God, but from XMZ. 
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a till)0 them that are fenf, 23~. But although 
the apofile had not fubjoined any fuch ,ex- 
planation, the reafon of rhe thing it&If would 
have obliged us to limit the exprefion [every 
ordinance of man] to fuch human ordinances 
and commands, as are not inconfiitent with 
the ordinances and commands of God, the fu- 
preme lawgiver ; or with any other higher, and 
antecedent, obligations. 

It is to be obferved, in the next place, that 
as the duty of unive& obedience arld non- 
refiflance to the higher PGWC~S, cannot be ar- 
gued from the abfolute unlimited exprefions 
which the apoflle here ufes ; fo neither ca11 
it be argued from the fcope and drift of his 
reafoning, confidered with relation to the per- 
fans he was here oppofing. As was obferved 
above, there were fome profeifed chriJians in 
the apoftolic age, who difclaimed all magi- 
itracy and civil authority in general, dey)z/itzg 
government, and fpeaking evil of dignities ; fome 
under a notion that JUDS ought not to be 
under the jurifdi&ion of Gewtile rulers ; and 
others, that they were fee free from the tem- 
poral payers, by Chrifi. Now it is with 
perfons of this licentious opinion and charac- 
ter, that the apofile is concerned. And all . 
that was di;e&ly to his point, was to fhew, 
that they were bound to fubmit to magi- 

v 0 L, II, 0 ftrac 
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itracy in gemraZ. This is a eircumfianmvery 
materiai to &be taken notice of, in order .to 
afcertain the fenfe of the apoltle. For this 
being confidered, it is fufficient to account 
for all that he fayS concerning the duty of 
.$ubejaion, and the iin of refittance to the 
higl-er powers, with0u.t having recourk to the 
rio&rine of unlimited fubmifiion and paifivs 
obedience, in all cafes whatever. Were it 
known that thofe in oppofition to whom, the 

. apofile wrote, allowed of civil authority in 
general, and onljr afferted that there were/& 
tnfij in which obedience, and non-refiitance, 
were not a duty ; there would, then, indeed, 
be reafon for interpreting this package as con- 
taining the doarine of unlimited obedience, 
and non-r&fiance, as it mui), in this cafe, 
be fuppofed to have been levelled againit fuch 
as denied that doarine. But fince it is cer- 
tain that there were perfons, who vainly ima- 
gined, that civil government in general, was 
not to be regarded by them, it is mofi rea- 
fonable to fuppofe, that the apoitle defigned 
his difcourfe only againit them. And agree- 
ably to this fuppofition, we find that he ar- 
gues the ufefulnefs of civil magiitracy in ge- 
gcral ; its agreeablenefs to the will and pur- 
pore of God, who is over all ; atid fo deduces 
from hence, the obligation of fubmifion to 
it. But it will not follow, that becaufe civil 

: govurn- 



~efnkknt: is in general a good infiitutiof, 
and neceKary to Lhe peace and happinefs of 

- human fociety, therefore there are no fup- 
pofabie cafes in which refiftance to it can 
be innocent. So that’ the duty df unlimited 
obedience, whethei aEWe or pa&e, can be 
argued, neither from the manner of expref- 
fion here ufed; nor from the general fcope and 
de@ of the palfage. 

And if we attend to the nature of the ar- 
gument with which the apofile here inforces 
the duty of fubmifion to the higher powers, 

we fhall find it to be fuch an one as con- 
eludes not in favour of iubmifion to all who 
bear the title of rulers, in common ; but only, 
to thofe who ati~ally perform the duty of 
rulers, by exercifing a reafonable and jufi au- 
thority, for the good of human fociety. This 
is a point which it will be proper to enlarge 
upon ; becaufe the queflion before us turns 
much upon the truth or fallhood ,of this po- 
fition. It is obvious, then in general, that 
the,civil rulers, whom the apofile here fpeaks . 
of, and obedience to whom he preffes upon 
Chriltians as a duty, are good rulers *, fuch 

as 

* By goad rulers, are not intended fuch as are 
pod in a moral or rcl~~iour, bJt cnly a ~olriical 

02 fence; 
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as are in the exercife of their office and 
power benefaaors to fociety. Such they are 
defcribed to be, throughout this paifage. Thus 
it is faid, that they are not a terlror to good 
works blrt to the evil; that they are God’s 
minijers for good; avengers to exe&e wrath 
upotl him that Joth evil; and that they attend 

continuaLj upon this very th’ng. St. Peter gives 
the fame account of rulers : they are for a 

$raife to them that do we/l, ard the punr~?~- 

m0zt of evil docrs. It is manifefi that this 
chara&er and defcriptioh of rulers, agrees only 
to fuch as are rulers in fa0, as well as in 
name : to fuch as govern well, and a& agree- 
ably to their ofice. And the apoftle’s argu- 
ment for fubmiifion to rulers, is wholly built 
and grounded upon a prefumption that they 
do in fact anfwer this charatier; and is of 
no force at all upon fuppofition of the con- 
trary. If rulers are a terl or to good works, 
and not to the evil; if they are not min$‘us 
for good to /brieiy, but for evil, and difirefs 
by violence and opprefion ; if they exfccrfe 
wrath upon fober, peaceable perfons, who do 
their duty as members of fociety ; and fuffer 
rich and honourable knaves to efcape with 

fen% ; tbo% who perform their duty fo far as their 
c ffi .e extends ; and fb far as civil iociety, as fuch, 
ia cvncelned in their attiom. 
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impunity j if, infkad of attending continually 
upon the good work of advancing the. pub- 
lic welfare, they attend only upon the gra- 
tification of their own luQ and pride and am- 
bition, to the defIru&ion of the public wei-- 
fare; if this be the cafe, it is plain that 
the apofile’s argumxt for fubmiiiion does not 
reack them ; they are not the f&me, but dif- 
ferent pcrfons from thofe whom he chnrac- 
terizes ; and who mufi be obeyed accordin:; 
to his reafoning. - Let me illufirate the 
apofile’s argument, by the foilowing &j/d ” 
tude : (it is no matter how far it i-, from any 
thing which has, in fafi, happened in the 
world.) Suppofe, then, it ws allowed, in ge- 
neral, that zhe r&q~~ were an ufeful order of 
men j that they ought to ‘be eJice//rrd v j‘y 
high/) in he for th iv* aowfis /ale * ; rind to 
be decently fupported by thofe whom they 
ferve, the hbourer hint worthy of his reward+. 
Suppofe farther, that a number of Rearend 
and Right Revs~~d Drones, who wov,#ed vo! ; 
who preached, perhaps, but on:e a year, and 
t/en, not the g!$!el of Jefus Chrifi, but the 
divine right of tythes ; - tbe dignity cf th.,ir 
ofi~-e as amhjhdoo,-s of CLti,Q’, the equity of 

j&e-CUVYS, aud a flurr;li:y cf tt?Kejics j -- 

* I Thef v. 13. + I Tim. v. I 8.’ ,. 
03 the 
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the excellency of the ..dcpaii’ans in that prqeu- 
bask, which fame of them hired chaplains to 

U/r fdr them j -or fame favourite point 
of ckurrh-tJrux;y, and anii;J~-iJi7iun ufurpation ; 
fuppofe fuch men as thefe, fpending their lives 
ifl (‘KttniilXy, IUXUI y arid idlenrfs ; (or tvhcn- 
they were not idle, doing that which is worfe 
1 ha11 id lenefs ; fuppofe fuch men) ff~onld, 
rncrcly by the merit of ordination and c-n,/& 
CT 1 t ‘I. II) aud a peruliio-, or!cl hubit, claim great 
ref.peL? and reverence from thofc whom they 
civilly called rbr L q’?s cf ihe hity * ; and 
demand thoufznds per unntzrn, for that good 
fcrvice which they - nevw performed j a~$ 

for which, ifthey had performed it, this would 
be much more than a quantum m~ruit : kp- 
pofc this fhould be the cafe, (it is only by 
V::iy of J,v.ile, and furely it will give no of- 
teitce) would not every body be afionifhed at 
l^uch info!cnce, injufiice and impiety ? And 
ought not fuch men to be told plainly, that 
they could not reafonably expel the efteem 
and reward due to the miniffers of the gof- 
pel, unlefs they did the duties of their office ? 
ShouId they not be told, that their title and 
/khjt claimed no regard, reverenee or pay, 
iephrate from the cave and z~o~R, and various 
hties of their-fin&Son ? And that while they 
neglefied the Zrrtrer, the fwmer ferved onIy 

to 
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to render them the more ridiculous and con- 
temp?ible ? -The application of this finiif- 
Me to the cafe in band, is very eafy.- 
If thofe who bear the title of civil rulers, 
do not perform the duty of civil rulers, but 
a& direafly counter to the fole end and de- 
iign of their office; if they injure and op- 
prefs their fubjch, in’tead of defending their 
rights and doing them good ; they have not 
the leafi pretence to be honoured, obeyed and 
rewarded, nccording to the spoltle’s argbment. 
For his reafon-ing, in order to fhew the duty 
of fubj&ion to the b(~$cr pcT(:ers, is, as was 
before ob!‘erved, built u’holiy upon the {up- 
pofition, that they do, ;trfi~?, perform the duty 
of ru!crs, 

If it be kid, that the npolfk here ufczs 
ano:her argument for iubmi:Tion to the izi&r 
~OXICIS, befides thzt which is taken from the 
urefuinefs of their office to civil fociety, when 
praperiy difcharged and executed ; narhely, 
that their power is fram G&; that they nre 
crdaincd of God j and that they ure God’s mi- 
n$?trs : and if it be faid, that this argument 
for fubmiiron to them will hold good, al- 
though they do not exercife their power for 
the benefit, but for the ruin, and deftrucition of 
human fociety ; this objeCtion was obviated, in 

04 part 
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part before. Rulers have no authority from 
Cod to do mikhief. They are not God’s or- 

&‘Naace, or God’s miniJers, in any other fenfe 
than as it is by his permifion and providence, 
that they are exalted to bear rule ; and as ma- 
gifiracy duly exerciikd, and authority rightly 
applied, in the enaEting and executing good 
inws,- laws attempered and accommodated to 
the common welfare of the fubjeas, muIt be 
i;lppofcd to be agreeable to the will of the be- 
neficent author and fupreme Lord of the uni- 
wrfe ; whok kirlgdom rtil‘zh ocer all+; and 
Whofe fei7:lP vhrcirs are tver ffll his WolkJ $, 
it iz blalphemy to 1~11 tyrants and opprtffors, 
(,‘& 5 n!!‘n$?e’ s. They are more properly fl,e 
ftitl;:‘nger s of Jrtarz to bziJ% us 11. No rulers 
XI Y properly God’s tnini/ters, but fuck as are 
.,~;1/1, ruZ,‘ng ita the ftiar of God f. When once 
magiRrates a& contrary to their office, and 
the end of their infiitution ; when they rob 
and ruin the public, inftead of being guar- 
dians of its peace and weIfare; they imme- 
diately ceafe to be the ordinance and minr/?ers 
of God; and no more dccerve that glorious 
chara&er than common pirates and highway- 

men. So that whenever that argument for 

t PM. ciii, ‘9. 
4 Plal. cxlv. 19. [I 2 Cor. xii. 7. 
* 2 Sam. xxiii. 3. 

fub- 
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fubmiti fails, which is grounded upon the 
ufefulnefs, of magiftracy to civil fociety, (as 
it aiways -does when magifirates do hurt to 
fociety initead of good) the other argument, 
which is taken from their being the ordi- 
nance of Cod, &~fi neceirarily fail aIfo ; no 
pet&n of a civil charaAer being God’s mi- 
n$e~, in the fenfe of the apofile, any farther 
than he performs God’s will, by exercifing a 
juit and reafonnble authority ; and ruling for the 
good of the iubje&. 

This in general. Let us now trace the 
apoffle’s reafoning in favour of fubmifion to 
ahe higher toz~er.s, a little more particularly 
and exaEtly. For by this it will appear, on 
one hand, how good and conrlufive it is, 
for fubmifion to thpfe rulers who exercife 
Iheir power in a proper manner : and, on the 

’ other, how weak and trifling, and incoane6t- 
ed it is, if it be fuppoSed to be meant by 
the apofitle TV Ihow the obligation and, duty 
of obedience to tyranni.cal, opprefive rulers in 
common with othersof a different chara&er. 
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Here he ur$cs the $pty of &Fdiencc fim tbiq 
topic of argument, that civil rulers, 8s theg 
are .fj,qpofed to fulfil the pleafur of GO& 
are the ordinance of God. Byt bow is th$ 
an argument for obedience to fich rulers aq 
do not perform the gleafure of God, by do? 
ing good ; but the pleafure, of the devil, by 
doing evil ; and fuch as are not, therefore, 
God’s mini,/?err, but the devil’s ! liK!+~~VPY) 

therefure ref’$‘eth the p&er, reJ/eth tke ordi- 
nance of God: and they that refi, flak! re- 
ceive to them/elves dammtion +. Here the apo- 
file argues, that thofe who refifi a reafonable 
and jufi authority, which is agreeable to the 
will of God, do really refifi the will of God 
himfelf,; and will, therefore, be punifhed by 
him But how does this prove, that thoie 
who refifi a lawlefs, unreafonable power, 
which is contrary to the will of God, do there- 
in refifi the will and or’dinance of God ? Is re- 
fining thofe who reGfi God’s will, the fame 
thing with r&fling God ? Or fhall thofe 
who cb 6, rjceive to tbmf~ives damnation / 
For r&-s are not a ttw-or tp good works, hut 
lo Ihe lvil. Wilt t.sou ih en not be afraid of 
the PCW(Y? Do that which is good; and thou 

fialt hmu pralye of ibe’ /fitlie. For he is the 
m ‘I$? r of GG~ to thee j:r gocd t. Here the 

’ apoltle argues more explicitly than he had 

* Vcr. 2. ) Vcr. 3d, and part of the 4th. 
before 
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before done, for revering, and iizbmitting to 
magifkracy, from this confideration, that fuch as 
really performed the duty of magiflrates, would ‘ 
be enemies only to the evil ‘aEtions of men, 
and would befriend and encourage the good ; 
and fo be a common ble&g to fociety. But 

. how is this an argument, that we muft hGr 
nour, and fubmit to fuch magiitrates as are 
not enemies to the evil aflions of men ; but 
to the good ; and fuch as are not a common 
blefing, but a common curfe, to fociety ! Bat 
$7 iho a0 that which is eLiI, be afraid: fb 
be is the min$‘er rf God, a revenger, to exe- 

cute wrnth upon h!‘m that ad evil *. Here 
the apoftle argues from the cature and end 
of magifiracy, that fuch as did evil, (and 
fuch only) had reafon to be afraid of the higher 
powers ; it being part of their office to punifh 
evil doers, no lrfs than to dt;fend and en- 
courage fuch as do well. But if magiitrates 
are unrighteous ; if they are refpctfer s of yer-- 

f G?lS ; if they are partial in their adminiitra- 
!ion of joltice ; then thofe whd do well have 
as much reafon to be ~f~~ukl, as thoie that 
do evil : there can be no fafety for the good, 
nor any peculiar ground of terror to the un- 
ru!y aad injurious. So thnt, in this cafe, the 
main end of civil government will be frufirat- 
ed. And what rearon is there for fubmit- 

* Ver. +h, latter part. 
06 ting 
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ting to that government, which does by no 
means anfwer the defign of government ! 
h%erefore ye mj needs be fubje&? not only for 
wrath, but O~O for ctnfcience fake Q. Here the 
apofile argues the duty of a chearful and con- 
Ecientious fubmifion to civil government, from 
the nature and end of magikacy as he had 
before Iaid it down, i. e. as the defign of it 
was to punilh evil doers, and to fupport and 
encourage fuch as do well ; and as it mui), 
if fo exerciied, be agreeable to the will of 
God. But how does what he here rays, 
prove the duty of a chearful and confcienti- 
ous fubje&ion to thofe who forfeit the cha- 
ra&ter of rulers ! To thofe who encourage the 
bad, and difcourage the good ? The argu- 
ment here ufed no more proves it to be a 
iin to refiit fuch rulers, than it does, to re- 

/I;/‘1 the devil, that he may pee Jkr.z us +. For 
one is as truly the minyer of God as the 
other. FLY, fir this ta$ p.~y JGU tribute a//o ; 

.,f:r they at-e Gds mih i/jet-s, a:tcnding conti- 
rwi y upon IA’S very thin; $, Her; the apofile 
arglles the dtlty of paying taxes, from this 
contideration, that thofe who perform the duty 
of rulers, are contin;ally attending upon the 
public wclfdre. But how does this argument 
conciude for paying taxes to fuch princes, as 
SK continuaily endeavouring to ruin the pub- 
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Sic ? And efpecially when fuch payment would 
facilitate and promote this wicked defign ? 
Render therefore to all their dues ; tribute, to 
wbcm fribute is due ; ct44lom, to whom cuj?am ; 
fear, to whom fear j honour, to whsm honour 9. 
Here the apofile fums up what he had been 
faying concerning the duty of fubjefts to 
rulers. And his argument itands thus- 
6‘ Since magifirates, who execute their office 
(6 well, are common benefaEtors to fociety ; 
6‘ and may, in that refpeft, be properly itiled 
6~ the minijfers and ordinance of God; and 
8~ fince they are conitantfy employed in the 
6‘ fervice of the public ; it becomes you to 
6‘ pay them tribute and cufiom; and to re- 
4‘ verence, honour, and fubmit to them in 
“ the execution of their refpe&ive offices.” 
This is apparently good reafoning. But does 
this argument conclude for the duty of pay- 
illg tribute, cufiom, reverence, honour, and 
obedience, to fuch perfons as (although they 
bear the title of rulers) ufe all their power 
to hurt and injure the public ? Such as are 
not Gad’s minQ?ers, but hian’s 3 Such as do 
not take care of, and attend’upon, the pub- 
lic inter&, but their own, to the ruin of the 
public ? that is, in fhort, to fuch as have no 
natural and ju,lt claim at al2 to tribute, tug 
ftom, reverence, honour and obedience ? It 
is to be hoped that thoCe who have any re- 

* Ver. 7. 
gntd 
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gard to the apoitle’s charalter as au infpired 
writer, or even as a man of common under- 
itanding, will not reprefent him as reafoning 
in fuch a loofe incoherent manner ; and draw- 
ing conclufions, which have not the leaft re- 
lation to his premiles. For what can be more 
abfurd than an argument thus framed ! is Ru- 
‘6 lers are, by their cffice, bound to confuk 
‘6 the public welfare and the good of fociety : 
u therefore you are bound to pay them tri- 
CC Me, to honour and to fubmit to them, 
CC even when they defiroy the public wel- 
6‘ fare, and are a common peft to fociety, by 
‘6 ailing in dire& contradiAioa to the nature 
6‘ and end of their office.” 

Thus, upon a careful review of the apo- 
file’s reafoning in this paifage, it appears that 
his arguments to enforce f’ubmifion, are of 
fuch a nature, as to conclude only in favour 
of fubmilflon ?o /‘uch rulrrr NS he hinfelf tie- 
/2ribes ; i. e: fuch as rule for the good of 
fociety, which is the only end of their in- 
ftitution. Qmmon tyrants, and public op- 
pr&ors, are not intirled to obedience from their 
fubjefis, by virtue of any thing here laid dqwn 
by the infpired apoflle. 

I-now add, farther, that the apofile’s ar- 
gupent is io fax from proving it to be the 

duty 



&ty c$ the people to obey, and Submit to, fuch 
ruhxs as a& in coatqdi&ion to the public 
good s, and fo to the &fign of their office, 
that it proves the dire&’ centm-y. Far, pi&k 

go obferve, that if the eed of all civil g+ 
v4xnmcnt, be the go!$ of Ibci+zty 5 s t&s 
be the thing that is aimed a,t in c&itptr 
jog civil rulers ; and if the motive and ar- 
gument for fubmifflon to government, be 
k,en from the apparent ukfulnefs of civil 

ta- 
all- 

thority ; it follows, that when no fuch good 
end can be anfwered by f’ubmifion, there 
remains no argument or motive to enforce it ; 
and if inffead of this good end’s being brought 
about by iubmifion, a contrary end is bl-ought 
about, and the ruin and mifcry of fixiety ef- 
feAed by it ; here is a plain and pofitive rea- 
fan again& fubmifion in all fuch cafes, &ould 
they ever happen.. And therefore, in fuch 
cafes, a regard to the public welfare ought to 
make us with-hold from our rulers, that obp 
dience and fubje&iou which it would other- 
wife be our duty to render to them, If 
it be our duty, for example, to obey our king, . 

* This does not intend, their afling fo in a 
J&V partituIar injances, which the b it of rulers 
may do through miftake, UC. but their a&ng fo 
ba+it~,~lly ; and in a manner which pl~~inly ihows, 
that they aim at makirlg themCe2ves great by the 
ruiu oE their iubjeas. . 

mereJy 
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merely for this reafon, that he rules for the 
public welfare, (which is the gnly argument 
the apofltle makes ufe of) it follows, by ’ a 
parity of reafon, that when he turns tyrant, 
and makes hisfubje&s his prey to devour and 
to defiroy, infiead of his charge to defend and 
cherish, we are bound to throw off our ai- 
Segiance to him, and to refiff ; and that ac- / 
cording to the tenor of the apofile’s argu- 
ment in this pairage. Not to diCcontinue our 
allegiance, in this cafe, would be to join with 
the fovereign in promoting the * flavery and 
mifery of that fociety, the welfare of which, 
we ourfelves, as well as our fovereign, are 
indifpenfibly obliged to fecure and promote, 
as far as in us lies. It is true, the apofile 
puts no cafe of fuch a tyrannical prince ; but 
by his grounding his argument for fubmii- 
fion wholly upon the good of civil fociety ; 
it is plain he implicitly authorifes, and even 
requires us to make refiflance, whenever this 
fhall be necefhtry to the public fafety and 
happinefs. Let me make ufe of this eafy 
and familiar jbilitudz to ill&rate the point 
in hand -Suppofe God requires a family of 
children to obey their father and not to refifi 
llim; and ioforces his command with this 
argument ; that the fuperintendence and care 
and authvity of a jufi aud kind parent, will 
contribute to the happinefs of the whole fa- 

mily ; 
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mily ; fo that they ought to obey him for their 
owb fakes more than for his : fuppofe this pa- 
rent at length runs difirafied, and attempts in 
his mad fit, to cut all his children’s throats : 

’ now, in this cafe, is not the reafon before af- 
figncd, why thefe children fhould obey their 
parent while he continued of a found mitid, 
namely, thrir common good, a reafon equally 
conclufive for diiobeying and refiiting him, 
fince he is become delirious, and attempts their 
ruin ! It makes no alteration in the argument, 
whether this parent, properly fpeaking, lores 
his reafon ; or does while he retains his under- 
ftanding, that which is as fatal in its confe- 
quences, as any thing he could do, were he 
really deprived of it. This fimilitude needs no 
formal application.- 

But it ought to be remembered, that if the 
duty of univerfaal obedience and non-refifiance 
to our king or prince, can be argued from this 
pafige, the fame ftlbmifion under a republican, 
or any other form of government ; and even 
to all the fubordinate powers in any particular 
flate, can be proved by it as well : which is 
more than thok &ho alledge it ‘for the men- 
tioned purpofe, would be willing thould be in- 
ferred frond it. So that this paffage does not 
aoiwrr their purpofe ; but really overthrows 
and confutes it. This matter dekrves to be 
more prirticularly confidered.-The advocates 

for 



306 l2.v Pillars of PRIESTCRAFT 

for unlimited fubmifGon and pafive obcdieqcc, 
do, if I miltake not, always {peak ,with refe- 
retice to kingly or monarchical government, 
as diOinguifl2ed from a11 other forms ; and, 
tyith reference to fubmitting to the will of the 
king, in difiin&iion from all Cubordinate officers, 
Hating beyond their commifflon, and the au- 
thority which they have received from the 
crown. It is not pretended that any perfcns 
befides kings, have a divine right lo do what 
they pleat& fo that no one may refift them, 
without incurring the guilt of faCtiau!‘ne~s and 
rebellion. If any other fupreme powers op- 
prefs the people, it is generally allowed, that 
the people map get redrefs, by reiilfance, if 
other methods prove ineffe&uaI. And if any 
officers in a kingly government, go beyond the 
limits of that power which they have derived 
frond the crown, (the fupporeh original fourcc 
of all power and authority in the fiate) and at- 
tempt iilegally, to take away the properties an& 
lives of their fe&xv-fubje&, they may be for- 
cibly refiited, at leafi till application can be 
made to the crown. But as to the fove- 
reign himielf, he may not be refined in any 
care ; nor any of his officers, while they con- 
fine themfelves within the bounds which he has 
prefcribed to them. This is, I think, a tt ue 
Fetch of the priuciples of thofe who defend the 
dofirine of pafive obedience and non refiftnnce. 
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Now there is nothing in Scripture which Tup- 

ports this icheme of political principles. As 
to the paffage under confideration, the apoftle 
here fpeaks of civil rulers in general; of all 
perfons in common, v&d with authority for 
the good of fociety, without any particulal’ re- 
ference co one form of government, more than 
to another ; or to the fupreme power in spy 
particular &ate, more than to f&ordinate POW- ’ 

ers. The apofile does not concern himfelf 
with the diRerent forms of government *. This 

* The eil’ence ok governtieht (f mean god gb- 
vernment ; and this is the only government which 
the apofile treats of in this paffage) confifie in the 
mcrkiflg and executing 6f #GD~ &as-laws attempUl;efi 
to the commop feliuty c# the .gpvw& And ‘~,c&Is 

. be, in fad,’ done, it is evidently, in i&If, a thing of 
no confequence at aI1, what the particular form of 
government is ;-whether the legislative and exe- 
cutive power be lodged in one en+4 t&e f&e pdi?n, 
or in d$S.renr perfoas ;-whether in one perron, 
whom we call an abfohte monarch; whether in a 

j&l, fo as to confiitute an ar~~orvacy ;-whether in 
many, fo as to conflitute a republic ; or whether in 
thee cc-wdinate branch, in fuch manner as to make 
the government Iartuke Comething of cacll of there 
forms ; and to be, at the fame time, eJntial(y dfj>- 
rent from them all. If the end be attained, it is 
enough. But no form ofgovernment feems to be fo 
unlikely to accomplifi this elnd as nb/ii~te nonnr~h~ 
-Nor is there any one that ha; fo little pretence to 
a diviae original, unlefs it be in this fentc, rhat God 
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he fuppofes left entireIy to human prudence and 
difcretion. Now the confequence of this is, 
that unlimited and paffrve obedience, is no 
more enjoined in this paffage, under monar- 
chical government ; or to the fupreme power in 
any itate, than under all other fpecies of go- 
vernment, which anfwer the end of govern- 
ment; or, to all the fubordinate degrees of 
civil authority, from the higheit to the loweit. 
Thofe, therefore, who would from this paf- 
fage infer the guilt of refifting kings, in all 
cafes whatever, though aQing ever fo contrary 
to the defign of their office, muft, if they will 
be confiftent, go much farther, and infer from 
it the guiit of refinance under all other form~s 
of government ; and of refining any petty O$CW 
in the flate, though aOing beyond his com- 
millIon, in the moit arbitrary, illegal manner 
pofible. The argument holds equalIy itrong 
in both cafes. All civil rulers, as fuch, are the 
ordinance and mini~err of God; and they are all, 
by the nature of their office, and i n their re- 
fpe&ive fpheres and fiations, bound to confult 

fiJ introduced it into. and thereby overturned, the 
commonwealth of Ifrae/, as a cwfe upon that peo- 
ple for theirfolly and wicRedq/s, particl,Iarly in dr- 
,/;rI,g fuch a government. (See I Sam. viii chap.) 
Jufi rL God, before, fent q-ta~‘~ among0 them, a5 a 
1 AQy?, and a curfe, an4 nat as a blJ?n;. Nunb. 

chap. xi. 

the 
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the public welfare. With the fame reafon 
therefore, that any deny unlimited and pafive 
obedience to be here injoined under a republic 
or arifiocracy, or any other eflablithed form of 
civil government ; or to fubordinate powers, 
afling in an illegal and oppreme manner; 
(with the fame reafon) others may deny, that 
fuch obedience is enjoined to a king or mo- 
narch, or any civil power whatever. For the 
apoitle fays nothing that is peculiar. to kiqs ; 
what he fays, extends equally to all other per- 
fans whatever, veiled with any civil office. 
They are all, in exaaly the fame fenfe, the 
ordinance of God; and the m*npeus of God; 
and obedience is equally enjoined to be paid to 
them all. For, as the apofile expreffes it, therm 
is NO POWER jut of God: and we are re- 
quired to rends to ALL their DUES ; and not 
MORE than their DUES. And what there 
dues are, and to whtm they are to be rendered, 
the apoitlebj@ not; but leaves to the 
and confciences of men to determine. 

reafon 

Thus it appears, that the common argu- 
ment, grounded upon this pafige, in favour of 
univerijl and paffive obedience, really over- 
throws itfelf, by proving too much, if it proves 
any thing at all ; namely, that no civil officer is, 
in any cafe whatever, to be refifled, though 
aQing in exprefs contradi&ion to the defign of 

his 



If we calmly confider the nature of the 
thing itfelf, nothing can well be imagined more 
dire&Iy contrary to common fenfe, than to 
fuppofe that millionr of people fiould be fub- 
jeAed to the arbitrary, precarious pleafure of 
onejngie man ; (who has naturuZZy no fuperiori- 
ty over them in point of authority) fo that their 
efiates, and every thing that is valuable in life, 
and even their lives alfo, fhould be abfolutely at 
his difpofal, if he happens to be wanton and 
capricious enough to demand them. What 
unprejudiced man can think, that God made 
ALL to be thus fubfervient to the lawlefs plea- 
fnre and phrenzy of ONE, fo that it fhall al- 
ways be a fin to refifi him ! Nothing but ,the 
mofi plain’ and exprefi reveiation ‘from heaven 

- could make a fober impartial man believe fnch 
a monltrous, unaccountable do&rine, and in- 
deed, the thing itfelf, appears fo fhocking- 
fo out of all propwtiotr, that it may be quef- 
Goned, whether all the miracles that ever were 
wrought, could make it credible, that this doc- 
trine real/y came from God. At prefent, there 
5s not the leafi fyllable in fcripture which 
gives any countenance to it. The hereditary, 
indefeafible, divine right of kings, and the 
&Brine of non-refifiance, which is buil,t upon 

the 
2 
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&efuppoGtion of fuch a right, are altogether as 
fabulous and chimerical, as tranfubltantiation ; 
or any of the mofi abfurd reveries of ancient 
or modern vifionaries. Thefe notions arc 
fetched neither from divine revelation, nor hu- 
tqan rearon ; and if they are derived from nei- 
ther of thofe fources, it is not much tiatter 
horn when. e they come, or whether they go. Only 
it is a pity that fuch doarines fhouid be pro- 
pagated in fociety to raife fa3ions and rebel- 
lions, as we fee they have, in fati, been both 
in the ln/2, and in the p-e@, REIGN. 

But then, if unlimited fubmifion and paf- 
five obedience to the higher- puzks, in all pof- 
fib.le cafes, be not a duty, it will be aiked, 
‘6 How far are WC obliged to fubmit ? Ii we 
4‘ may innoc&Ay difobey and refifi in fame 
‘6 Laces, why not in all ? Where fhall we 
cc itop ? What is the meafure of our duty ? 
6‘ This dokine tends to the total difrolution 
4~ of civil government ; and to introduce fuch 
‘6 fcenes of wild anarchy and confufion, as are 
‘6 more fatal to fociety than the worfi of 
a‘ tyranny.” 

After this manner, fome men objiefi ; and 
indeed this is the mofi plaufible thing that can 
be faid in faveur of fuch an abfolute fubmifion * 
aa they plead for But the worfi (or rather the 

befi 
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beit) of it, is, that there is very little firength 
or folidity ia it, For ‘fimilar difficuMes may be 
raifed with refpeA to almofi every duty of na- 
tural and revealed religion.-To infiance only 
in two, both of which are near akin, and in- 
deed exaaly parallel, to the cafe before US. 
It is unquefiionably the duty of c’hildren to 
iubmit to their parents ; and of fervants, to 
their mafiers. But no one aiferts, that it is 
their duty to obey, and fubmit to them, in all 
fuppofable cafes ; or univerfally a fin to re- 
Gfi them. Now does this tend to fubvert the 
jufl authority of parents and mailers ? Or to 
introduce confufion and anarchy into private 
faLilies ? No. How then does the fame prin- 
ciple ,tend to unhinge the government of that 
larger family, the body politic ? We know, in 
general, that children and fervsnts are obliged 
to obey their parents, and mailers refpe&iveiy. 
We know alfo, with equal certainty, that they 
are not obliged to fubmit to them in all things, l 

without exception ; but may, in fame cafes, 
reafonably, and therefore innocently, refitI 
them. Thek principles are acknowledged upon 
all hands, whatever difficulty there may be in 
fixing the exa& limits of fubmifion. Now 
there is at leafi as much difficulty in fiating the 
meafure of duty in thofe two cafes, as in the 
cafe of rulers and fubjefis. So that this is 
really no objeCtion, at leafi no reafonable one, 

8 againit 
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,againfi refiitance to the higgher poeciev~: Or, 
,ifl it is one, it will hold’ equally agdnfi re-’ 
fif)ance in the other cafes mentioned. *. ‘51 
11 is indeed true, that turbulent, vicious- 
minded men, may take occafion from this 
+principJe, that their rulers may% in- fame cafes, 
be lawfully reMed, to raife faQiods and dif- 
turbances in the fiate ; and to make r&X’- 
tance where refiit-ante is needlefs, and there- l 

fore, finful. But is ie not equally true, that 
children and fervants of turbulent, vicious 
minds, may take occafidh from this principle, 
that parents and mafte’rs may, in Come cafes be 

*lawfully refificd, to refifi when refifiance is un- 
neceffaiy, and therefore, criminal ? Is the prin- 
ciple in either ,cafe filfe in itfelf, merely be- 
caufe it way be abufed ; and applied to le- 
gitimate difobedience and &fiance in, thofe 
inltances, to which it ought not to be ap- 
plied ? According to this way of arguing, 
there will be no true principlesin the world ; 
for there are none but what may be wrefi- 
ed a nd perverted to ferve bad purpdfes, either 
through the weaknefs or wickednefs of men*. 

A 

* We may very fafely aGrt there two things in 

genera?, without undermining government : Oce i:, 
That no civil rulers are to be obeyed when they en- 
join things that are inconfiftent with the commands 
of God : All fuch difobedience is lawful’ a;?d. g!o- 

v 0~. rr. P fli)3c, ; 
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A P E 0 PL E really opprefkd to a great 
degree by their Covereign, cannot well be in- 

knfiblu 

rious ; particula ly if perfons refufe to comply with 
any kgaL eJ?abli A mrnt of religion, becaufe it is a gtG3 
perveriion and conuFtion (as to drEGhe, wotfiip 
and difcipline) of a pure and divine religion, brought 
from heaven to earth by the fig of God, (the only 
king and head of the cbrlj?an church) and propaga- 
ted through the world by his Spired apofiles. All 
commands running counter to the declared will of 
tlae fupreme.legiflator of heaven and earth, are null 
and void: and therefore difobedience to t fi em is a 
duty, not a crime. Another thing chat may be afirted 
with equal truth and fafety, is, i hat no government is 
to be fubmitted to, at the ~sp~nre of that which is the 
f6le elid of all government, -the common good and 
Safety of Society. Becaufe, to fubmit in this care, if it 
ibould ever happen, would evidently be to kt up 
the means as more valuable, and above, the end ; 
than which there cannot be a greater folecifm and 
contraditition. The only reafon of the Ir$itut;on of 
civil g-cvernmeltt ; and the only rational gt-ound of 
fubmifion to it, is the common fafety and utility. 
If therefore, in any caie, the common iafcty and 
utility would not be promoted by fubmifiion to gc- 
vernment, but the co: trary, there is no grotind or 
motive for obedience and fubm6ion, but fcr the 
contrary. 

Whoever confiders the nature of civil govern- 
vent mu!%, indeed, be lenfib e that a great dcgreeof 
;qdici t con7Tiiencr~, rEuit unavoidablv be placed iI; thok 
tllbt bear rule : this is implied’ in the very no- 
&n of authority’s being criginally a PUP, com- 

mitted 
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fenfible when they are fo opprelfed. And fuch 
a people (if I may allude to an ancient fable) 

have 

&ted by the people, to thofe who are veiled with it, 
as all jufi and rlghtuo#? aathority is; all befkles is 
mere Iawlefs force and ufurparion ; neither G&i nor 
nature having giveu any man a ‘right of dominion 
aver any fociety, independently of that fociety’s ap- 
p’robation, and confent to be governed by hi&-now 
as all men are fallible, it cannot be i;ppLlfed that the 
public affairs of any fitate, should be always aCmi- 
niftered.in the belt manner polfible, t”vcn by perfbns 
of the greatefi wi(aom .Ind integrity. P+:lr is it fuf= 
ficient to legitimate dlfi>bfdleilce to the hz~&r powe.rz 
that they are not io adminikred ; or that tiley are, 
in folfie infiances, very, ill managed; for U~X;II this ’ 
principle, it is fcarcely iuppoiable that any ~:o~:~rn- 
ment at all could be Cupported, or fubfifi. S;;rh 
a principle manifeflly tends to the diffolution !of 
government; and to throw all things into confuf;gn 
and anarchy.-- Cut it id equally evident, upon the 
other hand, that thoie in eu<hority may abuie their 
tr14 and power toJ Aria u a’egfee, that neither the law 

of reaion, nor of religion, requires, that any obe- 
dience or f!+brnifikn ihculd be paid to them; but 
on the . contrary, that they ti~uld be totally dl/r 
r~r&d; and the stithtiric~ whrch they were before 
vcited with, tramfi !red to others, who may exer- 
cife it more to thok 
given 

--Nor is this ,“:;;:k k-rpo!rs fi;r ~5 kich it is 
, 9. 8 !>I, that refiti.I:~ce to the 

hik hi?’ pmS) is in fime ex\raordiDat y ca:k, jul‘ti- 
fiabie, lo liable to abufe, as many peribns kern ** 
apprehend it. For aithough there will be. a!,va!s 
fame petulant, quciuious men, in every kite--m,on 
of faAiou5, turbulent and cnri;ing dityofitioi;. .-- 

Pz t i .I’ 2s”‘ -- 
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have, like the Htfirrian fruit, a DRAGON’for 
their protenor and guardian: nor would they 

have 

glad to lay ‘hold of any trifie to jufiifyxnd legititiate 
their caballing againit their rulers, and other fedid 

.tious pratiices; yet there are, comparatively fpeak- 
ping, but few men of -this cmentptible cbaru&r. It 
does not appear but that mankind, in general, have 
a difpofition to be as fubmiflive and paffive and tame 
under government as they ought to be. -WitneTs a 
grea:, if nor the greatefi, part of the known world, 
who are now groaning, but not murmuring, under 
the heavy yoke of tyranny! While thofe who go- 
vern, do it with any tolerable degree of moderation 
and j&ice, and in any good meafure a& up to their 
o5ce and charafier, by being public benefaaors, 
the peop!e will generally be eafy and peaceab’c; 
xd be rather inclined to flatter and adore, than to 
infulr and refiR them. Nor was there ever any 
general complaint againfi any adminiltration, WI%& 
/aJed Zgng, but what there was good reaion for. Ti:Il 
people find themfelves greatly abnfed and oppreffed 
by their governors, they are not apt to complain; and 
whenever they do, in f$3 find themfelves thus abu- 
fed and oppreffed, they mufi be itupid not to com- 
plain, To Cay that fubje& in general are not prw 
per judges when their governors opprefs them, and 
play the tyrant; and when they defend their rights, 
adminifler j&ice impartially, and promote the pub: 
lit welfare, is as great freaJbn as ever man uttered 3 
-it is tredf3n, - not againfi one JFngle man, but 
the aate- - againit the whole body politic>--it is 
treafon againIt mankind ; -it is treafon againA 
common fend‘e ; hit is treafon againft God. And 
this impious principle lays the foundation for jufii- 

fying 
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have any reafon to mourn, if fame HE R- 
C U L E S should appear to difpatch him-For P 
nation th,us abukd to rife unanimoufly, and to 
refi.fi their prince, even to the dethroning him, 
is. not criminal ; but a reafonable way of vin- 
dicating their liberties and juft .rights ; it is 
making ufe of the means, and the only means, 
which God has put into their power, for mu- 
tual and felf-defence. And ii: would be highly 
criminal in them, not to make ufe of this 
means, It wculd be itupid tamen&, and un- 
accountable foilg, for whole,. nations to fuffef 
otle unreafonable, ambitious and cruel man, to 
wanton and riot in their mifery. And in fuch 
*cafe it would, of the two, be more rational to 
fuppofe, that.they that did N 0 T rej$‘, t,han 
that they wha did, would receive lo thern/Ehrs 
damnation, And 

fjdng all the tyranny and apprefion that ever any 
prince was guilty of. The people know for what 
end they fet up, and maintain, their governors; and 
they are the proper judges when they execute their 
jrufiao t)Pey ought to do it ;-when their prince ex- 
erciCe$ an equitable and paternal authority over 
them, m-when from a prince and‘common father, he 
exalts himfelf into a tyrant-when from iubje&s and 
children, he degrades them into the clals offlavesg- 
plunders them, makes them his prey, and unnaturally 
fports himfeff with their lives and fortunes.- 

p> 3* THIS; 
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T H IS naturally brings us to make fotne FC- 
fle&ions upon the r&fiance which was 

made about a century fince, to that unhappy 
prince, KING CHARLES I; and upon the 
ANNIVERSARY of his death. This is a 
point which 3[ fhould not have concerned my- 
felf about, were it not that fcm~ fflt3r continue 
to fpeak of it, even to this day, with a great 
deal of warmth and zeal; and in fuch a man- 
ner as to undermine aH the principles of L I- 
I3 E R T Y, whether civil or religious, and to in- 
troduce the molt abjcfi flavery both in church 
and itate: fo that it is become a matter of uni- 
verfd concern .-What I have to offer upon 
this fubjea, will be comprized in a mart apf- 
fwer to the foIlowing queries, viz. 

For what rearon the refii)ance to king 
Chr~es I. was made ? 

By whom it was made ? 

Whether this reiifiance was R E B E Li 
LION*, pr not? 

+ N. 8, I fpeak of rebellion, treafon, fain&p, 
martyrdom, &c. throughout this diicourie only in 
the fcriptural and tbrolonkal &n/e. I know not 
how the Iuw defines them ; the fiudy of that not 
being my employment- 

HOW 
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How the alzniver-ry of king Charles’s death 
came at jr- to be folemnized as a day of 
f;aff ing and humiliation ? 

And IaRly, 

Why thofe of the epifcopal clergy, who are 
very high in the principles of ecc/e,4aJical au- 
thority, continue to fpeak of this unhappy man, 
as a great SAINT and a MARTYR? 

For what reafoa, then, was the refiflance 
to king Chavhr IXEK%Z ? The general anfwer 
to this inquiry is, that it was on account 
of the ~yvat2ny and oppr/Dion of his reign. Nor 
a great while after his accefion to the throne, 
he married a French c&&c; and with her 
feemed to have we&d the politics, if not 
the religion of France, alfo. For afterwards, 
during a reign, or rather a tyranny of many 
years, he governed ia i perf&Iy wild and ar- 
bitrary manner, paying no regard to the con- 
ititution and the laws of the kingdom, by 
which the power of the crown was limited ; 
or to the folemn oath which he had taken at 
his coronation. It would be endlefs, as weI1 
as neeciiefs, to give a particular account of ail 
the illegal and defpotic meafures which he took 
in his adminiitration l , - partly from his 

p4 own 
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own natural hit of power, and partly from 
the influence of wicked counfeliors and,‘mi- 
nikrs .-He committed many illuitrious 
members of both houfes of parliament to the 
%wer, for oppofing his arbitrary fchemes.- 
He levied many taxes upon the people with- 
out confent of parliament j- and then im- 
prifoned great numbers- of the principal mer- 
chants and gentry for not paying them.- 
He ereQed, or at leafi revived, feveral ar- 
bitrary courts, in which the mofi unheard- 
of barbarities were committed with his know- 
kdge and approbation.AHe fupported that 
more than fiend, archbishop Laud and the 
clergy of his ffamp, in all their church-tyranny 
and hellifh cruelties .-He authorifed a book in 
favour of fporfs upon the Lord’s day ; and fe- 
veral clergymen were perfecuted, by him and 
the mentioned pieus bifhop, for not reading it 
to the people after dr’vine firvice.--When the 
parliament complained to him of the arbitrary 
proceedings of his corrupt miniiters, he told 
that augu/l Go+, in a rough, domineeringi un- 
princeIy manner, that he wondered any one 
rhouid be Co fooli& and indolent as to think 
that he would part with the mean& of his 
Servants zrton their arcount--Hc refufed to call 
any parliament at all for the fpace of twelve 
years together, during all which time, he go- 
verned in an ;bf(j!ute 16:w!efs and derpotic 

manner 
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tnanner 7 He took, all ! opportunities to en’- 
courage the PapiJ?s, and to promote them t6 
the highefi. c&ices of honour and trufi-Fiit 
(probably), abetted the horrid maffncre in Ire& 

land, ’ In’ which two hundred thoufand prod 
teftants were butchered by the reman-caL 
tholics. - He fent a large Turn of money; 
which he had raifed by hi3 arbitrary taxec, 
into Germany, to raife foreign troops, in order 
to force more arbitrary taxes upon hisfubjetits. 
-He not only by a long feries of ah%ms, but * 
alfo in plain 1mm, afferted an abfolute uncon- 
troulable power ; Oying even in one of his 
fpeeches to parliament, that as, it was bIal”i: 
phemy to difpute what God might,do ; fo i@ 
was {edition in fubje& to difpute what 
the king might do.- Towards the end of his 
tyranny, he came to the houfe of commons 
with an armed force *, and demanded five of 
its principal members. to be delivered up ta 
him ---And this was a prelude to that unna+ 
tural war which he foon after levied againiE 
his own dutiful fubjefis ; whom he was bound I 
by .a11 the laws of bonour, humnnity, piety% 

* Mifforiacs are noi- agreed, hd. number CP 
foldiers attended him in this monftrous invafior? 
sf the priv,;lcges of parliament - fame f:‘:!y I 
three hundred, fame four hundred ; and the author 
of 7he h7j?my of fbt Rings cf Scsrl~ind~ fays fist 
‘~~:lndrecl, 

?5 a3& 
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and I might add, of intereq? alfo, to defend and 
cherish with a paternal &e&ion -1 have only 
time to hint at thefe fa&s in a general way, 
all which, and many more of the Came tenor, 
*may be proved by good authorities : fb that 
the jgurative language which St, _7obn &es 
concerning the jufi and beneficent deeds of our 
blefied Saviour, may be applied to the un- 
righteous and execrable deeds of this prince, 
viz. h-i there are al/o lnany other things which 

king Charles did, the w’ich, ;f they /hould be 
written every one, I ful?p~f~ that even the world 
;#f, cmlJ not contain :he booRr that fiould be 

w:ritien *. Now it was on account of king 
C~GT!ES’S thus afftlming a power above the laws, 
iti dir& contradi&tion to his coronation o;ith, 
and governing the greaten part of his time, in 
the moIt arbitrary opprefflve manner; it was 
lipon this acmunt, that the rdiftance was 
&e to him, which, at length, iffued in the 
kds of his cromn, and of that bead ihi& was 
ufjwarthy to wear it. 

But by whom was this rtfiltance made ! 
Not by a private j~mtu ;-not by a fmall fe- 
ditious pi-ty ; not by a few defprrad es, who, 
tll mend their fortunes, would embroil the 
he ;- but by the LORD S and CO &I- 



M 0 N S of England. Ic was they that almoft 
unanimoufly oppofed the king’s meafures for 
overturning the confiitution, and changing that 
free and happy government into a wretched, 
abfolu te monarchy. It was they that when the 
king was about levying forces againit his fub- 
jeCts, in order to make himfelf abfolute, com- 
mifioned officers, and raifed an army to de- 
fend themfelves and the public : and it was 
they that maintained the war againa him all 
along, tiil he was made a prifoner. This is 
indilputabIe. Though it wa? not proprly 
fpeaking the parliament, but the army, which 
put him to death afterwards. And it ought 
to be freely acknowledged, that mofi of their 
proceedings, in order to get this matter effeAed ; 
and particularly the court by which the king 
was at laft tried and condemned, was a little 
better than a mere mockcry of j&ce.- 

The next queition which naturally ariks, 
is, whether this refifiance which was made to 
the king by Ih3 pnTl;ameni, was properly ve- 
ldlion, or not ? The anfwer to which is plain, 
that it was not ; but a moft righteous and gfo- 
rious itand, made in defence of the natural acd 
legal fights of the people, again& the unnatural 
and illegal encroachments of arbitrary power. 
Sor was this a rafh and too fuddcn oppotition. 
The nation had been patient under the op- 
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prefions of the crown, even to long.fifir~ng~ 
-for a courfe of many years;. and there was 
no rational hope of redrefs in-any other way- 
ReGftance was abfolutely neceffary in order to 
preferve the nation from flavery, mifery and 
ruin. And who fo proper to make this re- 
fiitance as the lords and sommons; - the 
whole reprefentative body of the people.;- 
guardians of the public welfare ; and each of; 
which was, in point of legislation, veited with 
an equal, co-ordinate power, with that of the 
crown * ? Here Were ~ZCO branches of the le- 

giflature 

* The Eql~/i confiitution is original?y and ef 
Fentially fret. The charaCler, which Julius Ca$r 
and Tacitus both give of the ancient Britainr fa 
long ago, is, That they were extremely jealous of 
rhrir i&-ties, as well as a people of a ?iz .rtial fpi- 
rit. Nor have thele been wantins frequent in, 
fiances and proofs of the f2me glorious fp’pirit (in 
bot!r refpefls) remaining in their poflerity ever Gnce, 
L in the itruggles they have made far liberty, 
both againit foreign and domefiic tyrants.- 
“Their kings hold their title to the throne, fblely 
by grant of parliament; i. c. in other words, by 
the voluptary confcnt of the Feople. And, agree- 
ably~ hereto, the prerogative and rights of the clown 
are Rated, defined,and limited by law; and that 
as truly and flriclfg as the rights of any inferior 
officer in the fiate; or indeed, of any private fub- 
je&. And it is only in this,refpe& that it can 
he raid, that (’ the king can do no wrong.” Be- 
ing refirained by the hw, he cannot, while he 

confines 
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g%ature againfi one; -two, which had IawY 
and equity and the confkitutioo on their fide, 

again& 

confines himfelf within thofe juti limits which the 
law prefcribes to him as the meafure of his au- 
thority, injure and opprefs the fubje& - The 
king, in his coronation oath, fwears to exercife 
only fuch a power as the con&ution gives him : 
and the fubje&, in the oath of allegiance, fwears 
only to obey him in the exerciik of fuch a power. 
The king is as much bound by his oath, not to 
infringe the legal rights of the people, as the peo- 
ple are bound to yield CubjeQioa to him. From 
whence it follows, that ac foon as the prince fets 
himfelf above law, he Iofes the king in the ty. 
rant : he does to all intents and purpofes, unking 
himfelf, by a&ing out of, and beyond, that fphere 
which the conflitution allows him to move in. 
And in fuch cafes, he has no more right to be 
obeyed, than any inferior officer who a&s beyond 
his commiffion. The fubjez’s obligation toa aBe- 
giance then ceafes of cour& :. and to refrfi him, 
is no more rebel!io-j than to refiit any foreign in- 
vader. There is xi: &en&l tiii?&cnce bctwxt gc- 
qz,ernment and qt’:~:q ; at leatt under fuch a con- 
flitution as the .E’:~~/~fi, T’he former confiitj in 
ruling accordil:g to law and equity; th2 latier, 
in ruling contrary to IZIV :lnd equity. so alfo, 
there is an efl’cntial di?crence betwixt refifling a 
tyrant, and rebellion ;. the former is a jufl and reaL 
fonable felf defence; the latter Con3ffs i;l iefifiing 
a plince who& admln.S. ;‘JIation i: Ju$ and legal ; and 
this is what denamindtcs it a crime.-Now it 
j, evident, that king Cbarle~‘~ government was i!, 
legal, and very oppreftive, through the greateit part 
of his reign : and, therefore, to refifi him, was no 
more rebellion, than to oppofe any fbreign invab 
der% or any other dome& ‘oppreffor. 
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again@. one which was impiotrflp attempting 
to overturn law and equity and the confiitution ; 
and to exercife a wanton licentious jverelgnry 
over the propertie -, confciences and lives of all 
the people :-Such a &ereignq as fame incon- 
fiderately afcribe to the fupreme governor of 
the world .-I lay, inconfiderately ; becaufe 
God himfelf does not govern in an abfolutely 
arbitrary and defpotic manner. The power of 
this AImighty King (I {peak it not without 
caution and reverence ; the power of this AI- 
mighty King) is linlited by law ; not indeed, 
by ads f parliament, but by the eternal laws 

of truth, wifdom and equity; and the ever- 
Ming ttrtles of right reafon ;- tables that 
cannot be repealed, or thrown down and broken 
like thofe of Mo,?S. - Rut king Charles fat 
himfelf above all there, as much as he did 
above the written laws of the realm ; and 
made mere humour and caprice, which are no 
rule at all, the only rule and meaf’ure of his ‘ad- 
miniflration. And now, is it not perfe&ly ri- 
diculous to call refiitance to fuch a tyrant, by 
the name of rebdlion ?-the grand Tebellion ,I 
Even that-- rjarliament, which brought king 
Char-/es II. to the throne, and which run loyulb 
ma&J, feverely reproved one of their own mem- 
bers for condemning the proceedings of that 
parliament, which fir-it took up arms againfi the 
former king. And upon the fame pr-incipjes 

that 



that the proceedings of this parliament may be 
ceafured as wicked and rebellious, the pro- 
ceedings of thofe who, fince, oppofed king 
James II. and brought the prince of Orange to 
the throne, may be cenfured as wicked and re- 
bellious alfo. The cafes are parallel.--But 
whatever /;ms men may think, it is to be hoped 
that, for their own fakes, they will not dare to 
Speak againit the REVOLUTION, upon the 
jufiice and legality of which depends (in part) 
his prefent MAJESTY’s right to the throne. 

If it be ikid, that although the parhament 
which firfi oppofed king Charles’s tneafures, 
and at length took up arms againit him, were 
not guilty of rebellion ; yet certainly thofe 
perrons were, who condemned, and put him 
to death ; even this perhaps is not true. For 
he had, in fa& unhinged him&& long before, 
and had forfeited his title to the allegiance of 
the’ people, fo that thofe who put him to death, 
were, at mofi, only guilty of murder ; which 
indeed, is bad enough, if they were really 
guilty of that ; (which is at leafi difputable.) 
CromweII, and thofe who were principally can- 
cerned in the (nominal) king’s death, might 
pofibly have been very wicked and defigning 
men. rJor 0x111 I fay any thing in vindication 
of the reigning hyp~j,ry of thofe times; or of 
Cuomw&‘s mate- adminifiration during the in- 

ter- 
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ier-regnum : (for it is iruih, and not a party, 

that I am {peaking for.) But itill it may be 
faid, that Cromwell and his adherents were not 
properly fpeaking, guilty of rebellion ; becaufe 
he, whom they beheaded, was not properly 
ipeaking, their king ; but a /awIej tyrant.- 
Much MS, are the whole body of the nation at 
that time to be charged with rebelIion on that 
account ; for it was no national ah? ; it was 
not done by a free parliament. And much 
lefs itill, is the nation at prefent, to be charged 
with the great fin of rebellion, for what their 
ance/?ors did, (or rather did NOT) a century 
ago. 

But how came the annz’vet-/;ry of king 
Charles’s death, to be folemnized as a day of 
falling and humiliation ? The true anfwer in 
brief, to which inquiry, is, that this fail was 
initituted by way of couri and~~C$mpii#J~?Ji to 
king Charles I!. upon the t.e/juat.‘on. AlJ 
were deiirous of-making their court to him ; 
of ingratiating themfelves ; and of making him 
forget what had been done in oppofition to his 
father, fo as not to revenge it. To effefi this, 
they ran into the mofi extravagant profefions 
of’ aEe&ion and loyalty to him, iniomuch that 
he himfelf Lid, that it was a mad and hnir- 
brained loyalty which they profeffed. And 
amongit other Grange things, which his r”ir3 

par liameas 
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parliament did, they ordered the ihiriieih of 
January (the day on wh.icb his father was be- 
beaded) to be kept as a day of folemn humili- 
ation, to deprecate the judgments of heaven for 
the rebellion which the nation had been guilty 
of, in that whi.ch. was, no national thing ; 
and which was not rebeliion in them that did 
it-Thus they foothed and flattered their new 
king, at the expence of their liberties : - And 
wag ready to yield up fiet~ to C&J&S II. al4 
that enormous power, which they had juitly ret 
fiiited Cborles I, for. ufurping to himfelf. 

The Iaft query mentioned, was, Why thoie 
of the epzj&pul clergy, who are very high in the 
principles of ecclejaJical authority, continue to 
fpeak of this unhaptFy prince. aaa great faint . 
and a martyr ? This, we know,-‘is what they 
conflantiy do, efpecially on the thirtieth of yuy 
nuary , l -a day [acreal to the extolling of L&z, 
and to the reproaching of thofe who are not of 
the eJablt@ed church, Out of the/me mouth on 
this day, proceedelb blpgit;g and cur/rig* ; there- 
with blxfs they their God, even Charles, and 
therewith ttir& they the diffencers: And their 
tongue can no man tame ; it is an unruly evil, 

$4/l of deadly po@z. King. Charles is, upon 
t&s folemnity, frequently compared to our. 

*k, James iii, 8, a! so. 
&or& 



330 Th Pillars of PRIESTCRAFT 
Lord Jefus Chrifi, both in refpea of the he- 
&$ of his life, and the greatnefs and in- 
j&ice of hisfifi&g~ ; and it is a wonder they 
do not add Glmething concerning the rner&~ of 
his death al&J - But bZefid fuint and ro~ni 
murrjr are as humble titIes as any that dre 
thought wsrrhy of MS 

Now this may, at firit view, well appear to 
be a very firange @z?zamenon. For king 
Char/es was really a man black with guilt, and 
laden with iniquity 9, as appears by his crimes 
before mentioned. He lived a tyrant ; and it 
was tbe oppreffion and vidence. of his reign, 
that brought him to his uatimeIy and ,viakeent 
end at IaA. Now what of fain&p or mar- 
tyrdom is there in all this ? What of faint- 
&fp is tMra ia ~~c@-ofkz~ 
the ton?~ Day f tihat d fairitfhipln falllAd 
aad perjury ? What of f$ntfhip in repeated 
kbbberies and depredations ? What of faintlhip 
in throwing real faints, ind glorious patriots 
idto g&Is ? What of faintfhip in olerturning 
an excellent civil conEtut!on ?--and proudly 
giafping at an illegal and monrtjrous pdwer j 
What of faintfhip in the murder of thoufands 
of innocent people ; and involving a nation in 
all the calamities of a civil war? And what Qf 

* Ifaiah i. 4. 
mar- 
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martyrdom is there, in a man’s bringing an im- 
mature and violeN death upon himfelf, by be- 
ing wicked ovcrmrrsh f ? Is there any fuch 
thing as grace , without goodnefs ? As being a 
follower of Chrifi without following him ? AS 
being his &fciplc, with- learning of him to 
be jufi and beneficent ? Or as faintlhip tith- 
out fan&ityf ? If not, I fear it will be hard 
Ito prove this man a faint. And verily one 
.would be apt to fuFpeEt, that tbut thurcb maR 

+ EccleL vii. 17. 
f Is it any wonder that even perfons who do 

not WV.& a/rtcr their own ~J?I, fhodd fcuf al J&b 
Jiintr as this, both in tlle#p and ia the iaj &ZJS, 
even from eutrLy%g to e ;. eria&g ? 2 Pet. iii. 3, 4. 
-But perhaps it will be &Bid, th;.t there tVti.np 
are lkfY!S.T&RIGvfj, d&c& 3!Bv am! 
in thet&lves) I&-vnkrja&ings cannot conIF 
hend : or, indeed, any other psrG.ns qmongfi us, 
belides thofe who bein lN-WARDLY MQVED 
IYY TKE HO&J? G&&Z have taken a tfip 
serbis dw dlh2&c to &U)n, @ioopdtJ tM&atioa an8 
tkr rid&& cbarbuA$r - 
Crated 

JMOW~, if- &du wfi* 
endemett do not quite def+air af as, it U 

hoped t ‘at, in the abundance of their charity, the % 
wi4l endeavaur to ikra’are thek dapd points ; an (Iy , 
at the Lme time, exptaia the creed C# uno. her 4 
their em!nent /hints, which we are ,Eold, that WF 
Iefs we beliezle faithJuiiy, (i, 4.) hhhgly) riot 
taxnat be fa-ved : which creed, (or rather riddb) 
no6withiliindbjj 261 r&f labours of the piaus - 
and metpilyhal Dr. Waterland, remains fomewhat 
RnQaatical 1W. 

be 
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ba but poorly Jocked with faints and martyrsi 
which is forced to adopt fuch enormous finners 
into her Calendar, in order to fwell the 
number, 

But to unravel this my/lery of (non+zfi as. 
well. as of) iniquity, which has already work& 
for a I&g iims amongfi us * ; or, at leait, to. 
give the moft. probable folution off it ; it is to 
be remembered, that king Charles, this bt;v- 
Zffque upon faintfhip and martyrdom, though 
k great an oppreffor, was a true friend to the 
Cbwch ;- Co true a friend to her, that he was 
very well affeCted towards the reman catholicss. 
and would probably have been very willing ta 
unite Lambeth and Kome. This appars by 
his marrying a true daughter OS that true mo- 
her of barlob f ; -urh;rrhhedirLulitha- 
tion from the Pope, that fupreme BISEkP; 
to whom when be wrote, he gave the title of 
MOST HOLY FATHER. His queen was 
extremely bigotted to all the f&es and fu- 
perfkitions, and to the hierarchj of Rome; and 
had a prodigious afcendency over him all his. 
life. It was, in part, owing to this, that he 
(probably) abetted the maffacre of the pro- 
tenants in Ireiand; that he afiited in extk- 
p+ing the French proteitants at Rochelle; that. 

I- Rev. xvii. 5. 
he. 
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Ihe all along encouraged pupz$?s, and popifbly 
&e&ted clergymen, in preference to all other 
perfons, and that he spheld that monfler 
of wickednefs, ARCHBISHOP LAUD, and 
the bifhops of his itamp, in all their church ty- 
ranny and diabolical cruelties, In return to his 
kindnek and indulgence in which refF&s, they 
caufed many of the pulpits throughout the 
nation, to ring with the divine abfoiute, inde- 
feafible right of kings; with the praifes of 
Charles and his reign ; and with the .damnable 
fin of refining the Lord’s anointed, let <him do 
what he would. So that not Chr& but 
Gbarlr~, was commonlg preached to the -pea- 
pie.-Ih plur’n Etiglifi, there feems to have 
been an impious bargain itruck up .betwixt Fhe 

figrer and the /urpZice, for enflaving both the 
bodies and /buZs of men. The-king appeared to 
be willing that the clergy fiould do what they 
would,- fet up a manitrous hierarchy like that 
of Rome, --a -monltruus inquifition like that of 
Spain or PorrugnZ,--or any thing eIfe which 
their own pride, +and the devi!‘s malice, could 
,prompt them to: provided ahap, that the 
clergy would be took tosthe crown; that they 
would make the peopIe believe, that kings had 
God’s authority for breaking God’s law; that 
they had a commiffron from heaven to ieize the 
efiates .and lives of their fubjeAs at pleafurer 
and that it was a damnabJe fin to ref3 them, 

6 even 
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even when they did kh ahings as defer& 
mote than drmn;ltion .-This appears to be the 
U-W kq for explaining the m~/?~-iaus dotSine 
qf &ng C. HYPS’S faintihip and martyrdom. I% 
was a faint, not becaufe he was in his life a. 
good man, but a good churchman ; not becaufc 
he WAS. a lwer of A&& bttt t&z hkartby ; not 
bgcaufe he was a friend to C%Y@, but tht4 
craf2. And he was a martyr in his death, not 
becaufe he brawly C’uffered death in the caufc 
of truth and rig&eoufnefs, but becaufe he died 
au enemy to liberty and the rights of con- 
iieace ; i. e. not becaufe he died an enemy to 
Jn, but di~~~ar-~. For thefe reafans it is that 
all bigotted clergymen, and friends to church- 
power, paint this man as a faint in his life, 
though he was luch a mighty, fuch a ru)ulZ 

f and asatpnrtrlr . . mner ; th, though 
he fell a facrifice only to his own ambition, 
avarice, and uqbounded lufi of power. And 
from profiituting their praife upon king CharZ,s, 
and offering him that incenfe which is not his 
due, it is natural for them to make a tran- 
fition to the diifenters, (as they commonly do) 
and to load them with that reproach which 
they do not deferve; they being generally 
profeired enemies both to civil and ecclefiaftical 
tyranny. We are commonly charged (upon 
the tbirtierh of Jnwwv) with the guilt Qf put- 
ting the king to death; under a notion .that it 

, was 
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was our ancefiors that did it ; and fo we are 
repr&nted in the blackefi colours, not only as 
fchifmarics, but aSo as traitors and rebels and 
aI]. that is bad. And thefe Idfirv gentlemen 
uiually rail upon this head, in fuch a manner 
as plainly Ihews, that they are either grofly 
fgnorant of the hiitory of thofe times which 
they fpeak of; or, which is worfe, that they 
are guilty of the moA shameful prevarication, 
flander aad f&&xxi .--But cVtq petty &f?, 
with a roll and a gown, thinks he muR &O 
fomething in imitation of his beft~rs in law,. 
and f’bew himfelf a irsce fin of the church ; 
And thus, through a fooMb ambition to ap- 
pear can$ferable, they only render themfelves 
contem~tit~e, 

Rut fuppofe OZP fore-faihers did kill- their 
morR faint and martyr a century ago, what is 
that to US now ? If I mifiake not, there gen- 
tlemen generally preach down the doBrine of 
the imputation of AJclm9s fira to his pflerity, as 

abrurd and u’nreafonable, notwithfianding they 
have iolemnly fubfcribed what is equivalent to 
it jn thir own articles of religion. And there- 
fore one would hardly expe& that they would 
lay the guilt of the king’s death upon UI, aI& 
though OUT for?,-fitherr had been the only au- 
thors of it. But this conduB is much more 
furprifing, when it does not appear that our 

anceftors 



-a~ceRors had any more hand in it than iM+ 
Own.--However,, bigotry is fufficient to a& 
count for this, and ~many other #M&w~~, 
which cannot be accouhted for * in any other 
Wfly. ’ 

Although the obfetvatiotrof this anniverfar;l 

&ems to have been (at leait) fnperfiitious in its 
original; and although it is often abufed to 
very bad purpofes by the Jefiabliihed~clergy, ,as 
they ferve tbemfelves of it, to perpetuate fir&, 
a party fpirit, .and divifions in the cbrifiiau 
church ; yet it is to be hoped that one good 
end&l1 be anfwered by it, quite contrary to 
their intention ; .it is to be hoped, that it will 
prove a &ding MCI;PIPIZIO, that Bvitonr will not 
be Jhves ; and a warning to all corrupt coun- - 
f+siioFB a&l zutij&~ not to er in advi- 
fing to arbitrary detpotic meafures,- 

To conclude : iet us all learn ‘to -be f~er, 
and to be loyal, Let US not profefs ourfelves 
va&ls to the la&e6 pleafure of any man on 
earth; But let us remember, at the fame 
time, government is j&red, and not to ‘be 
trzyed with. It is our happinefs t9 live under 
the government of aPrince, who is fatisfied with 
ruling according tb law; as every other good 

~princc will-We enjoy under his admi&a- 
tion all the liberty that is proper and exp& 

+ciient for us. It becomes us, therefort, to be 
contented, 
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contented, and dutiful &bje&s. Let us prize 
our freedom ; but not tr/- our liberty fb- a 
cloke of maZiciou/nefs +. ‘There are men who 
itrike at liberty under the term hntioufne/s.- 
There are ocher-s who aim at popuhity under; 
the difguife of pat! i.tiJm. Be aware of both. 
Extremes are dangerous. There is at prefent r 
amongit us, perhaps more danger of: the Zatier I 
than of the firmer; For which reaion I woUlb. 
exhort you to pay. all, due regard to the go- 
vernment over us.; to the KING ‘and all in b 
authority.; and to lead a quiet and peaceable 
Iifr +.-And while I am fpeaking of loyalty to+ 
our earthly fv-ince, fuffer pe jufi to put you in 
mind to be loyal alfo to the fupreme RULER< 
of thl nnivcrfe) by .whom kings reign, and princes 
decree ju@e 5. TO which king eternal, im- - 
mortal, invifible,. even to the ONLY WISE 
OOD I[, be all hohour and praife, DOMI- - 
NION and thaakfgiving, through JESUS b 
CHRIST our LORD. AMEN. - * 

9-1 Pet. ii; 16; + I Tim! ii, 2. 1 Prov, viii, II 
11 1 Tixn,j. 

5. 
17~~ 
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D U B L I -N, 

By the Lord Primate in the year I 66rS 

W HE R E A S we have thought fit to 
appoint the 27th of this initant 
jhmrry I&O, far the conkra- 

tion of bithops ; to the end therefore that the 
fame may be fo ordered, as decency and the 
dignity of fo holy an office ihall require ; we 
have thought fit, by the advice of our brethren 
the bifhops, who are to aOifi in that facred ad- 
minifiration, and with whom we have confulted 
in that behalf, to order, 

That at feven o’clock in the morning of the 
faid day, the lords bifhops ele& do attend us, 
at the dean of Chrifi church his houfe, and 

+ The editor confiders this fmall piece as a pre- 
la& comment un the words of ChriP, my &p&m ir 
sot of this world; and as fuch it is here publiihed, 

4_2 that 
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that all the Whops confecrators be there alfo ‘9 
&eii cornered caps, rochets ihd chimers.- 

That notice be given to the faid deans of the 
bwo cathedral churches of Dublin, that they: 
EikewjiCe areexpeeed to attend at the fam time 
and place in the2 formalities. 

That Jle faid deans refpet%vely ihall give- 
srderq to the_ dignitaries, prebendaries., canons,, 
Ipetit-rraaons, vicars-, choral, and*chorifQrs, that 
they do attend at the fame hour, in their refpec.- 
&ze formalities in the body of Chrifi-church. 

&at tE e v:cce-chancelloq or pro. vice-chance& 
Ear of the univerfity, all do&x-s of divinity, and 
of the law, as alfo all the minifiers and civilians 
in this city,Lwith t& whole pniverfity, do likeb 
wife repa& thither, fo far as they can conveni; 
ently furnik themfelves with gowns and forma- 
I‘ities to their ref’efiivc offices. and dignities 
appertaining. 

That the ordkr ?fproceedihg bc- asfol~ows ;.- 

That the purfuivant of the court of prerogd- 
eve, and the apparator general bare-headed, 

The vergers of the faid two. cathedrals alfrp 
bare. headed. 

?;he charifiers twoVaud two> and, the refI of 
the precedents alfo in order, two and two a$ 
follpweth l 

vicar3 ~IjOXillS,. . 



Petit-canons. 
Prebendaries. 
Dignitaries. 
The faid two. deans. 
The bifhops eleA in their aIbs, . 
The lord primate’s gent. usher, and fecretary 

bare- headed. 
The lord primate. 
The other bifhops confearators two and. two; 
The beadle of the univerfity. 
The vice-chancellor, or pro-vice~chaneeloq 

and provok 
. Deans and do&ors two.and two+ 

That the abovefaid orders may proceed with- 
I fileat, fble?m 9%&k p&sI gravity, until 

* the time of entrance into the weft-gate of St. 
Patrick’s church, where the vicars and,thori& 
ters are to proceed finging ihto .the choir, and 
there continue finging the te deum, accsqx+ 
nied. with the organ, until the archbishops, 
bifhops, and? the refi of the principal prece- 
dents fbaJ1 be placed and ieated in their;. re- 
fpe&ive italls. I 

That the office of morning prayer be folemn- 
1-y celebrated by the dean of the faid churchcr 
Which ended, Dr. Jeu. 5’%ylor, lord bifhop 
el& of Dwun,. deiigned to preach the concioad 
&rum, is to afcend the Bulpit during the fing: 
iag of per veni ntbiz, 
: 

3 That 



That after the faid bishop bath ended h; 
fermon, he be conveyed by the verber to his iltali~ 

That upon his lordfhip’s defcent froni the 
pulpit an anthem be fnng. 

That from the end of the anthem the voim 
of the organ be heard, and continued until 
the lord primate and the other bilhoys who 
are to confecrate, &end into the enclofiure 
wiihin the rails, and fomewhat longer ; at 

leafi till the noife, which may be occafioned by 
the ufual motion of the people from their places 
after fermon, fhall ceafe. 

That after the primate and bifiops con- 
fecrtiors are f&ate4 4s their &a& and the 
Cound of the organs continuing, the vitar-ge- 
aeral (as fent by the faid primate) is to go to 
the lords ele& litting in their italis, and Co 
with the dean of St. Pa&& to con’du& their 
Zordihips to the enclofure, and there to range 
them Ea their order according as dire&on &all 
be given by the primate. . 

That then the oaice of confecration be ce- 
lebrated, which ended, the anthem to that pur- 
p& compofed by the dean of St. Patrick’s, cal- 
Ied qupm &me exaltswit dominus coro~m, ba 
fung as it here foiloweth. 

Adem 



h7b;w that the Lgrd bath rrrrduanc’d the crowft, 
Jvj.&h tbir- OfJpoil andfrantic zeal threw down, 

Tenor. 
NOW that the Lord tbe mitre has r&r’d, 
Which with the crtwn lay in tbe day abhorr’d. 
Treble-R-aye him ye Ring.5 Chorus all 
Tenor-Praqe him ye ptit$s 3 &zg 

Glory to Cbrij OW high p?+J?, bigbe/? Ring, 

Treble, 

May Aaron’s hoZy rod/lill b]oJoms hr. 

Treble and Tenor. 
Sceptre and rod rule Jlill, and guide our land, 

And tboIe whom Gad anoints feel no. rude hand ; 
May love, peace, plenty, wait on crown aud rbuir, 
And may bothfiare in bie&ngs as h care. - 

Chorus. 
-- Angels bok down, and joy to firi 

Like ihat above, a monarchy. 
&gels look down, and jey tolee, 
Like that above, an hicrtzrhy. - 

Thaf 



That wEiile ZJ$ m&r is’ fbging, the: 

bjfhops to be confecrated mall hawe their ro* 

chets and chimers put on ; which done,, the 
cbnfecration ended, and the anthc~.~ and’ te 
&urn fung, the communion is to follow, and 

, after the communion-the’ bleffmg to be p,ro-- . 
nounced by the< lord primate.. 

’ That after the con&ration ended; the 
whole proceffron:do- attend us. to the p,rimate 
his lodgings. 

That the Lzt~fccetur & r@r be fung be- 
fore the lord primate, as he goeth from the. 
choirs to the outward part of the church. 

That in the returh of his grace from, the 
church; the procefion be fo altered; th2t ‘the 
new confecrated archbifiops ‘and bithops, I 
be difpofed with thZ ,ot&r bishops confe- 
craters, according to the ref’pefiive .dignitk 
of: their fees, quality, and’feniority. of confe- 
Wtion. 

Jo. Aimacaws.~. . 
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L, E T T E RI. 
T 0 T H E 

Reverend Dr. S N A P Ej* &CC. 

Reverend S 1 R, 

IN C E writing letters in print to a 
friend, is fo much in f&ion, 1 hope 1 
fhall not incur your difplesfure, if I run 

in with the herd of thofe, who, following 
your footfieps, have with the utmofi familia- 
rity addrefs’d themfelves to their fuperiors : 
and, though but a country curate, prefume to 
apply myfelf to you, who are at prefent one of 
the mofi renowned champions of our d$rcJ’d 

church, which has been fo violently attack’d of 
late, by men whofe interejj: as well as profeaon 
fiould have led them to defend her, 

Q There two Ietters to Dr. Stta;e have been ge- 
nerally alciibed to Bishop Fhetwood: and the late 
Dr. Birch, a good judge in thefe matters, told mz 
that he always underfiood Bishop Fleetcwuodto have 
been the author ; but that Dr. Herring’s timidity 
made him omit them in the colle&tion of the 
Bithop’s works. 

vo L, III, A4 We: 
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We all fee how %t has been torn and man- 
gled of late, how her power hath been que- 
Rion’d, her honour debafed, and her true gran- 
deur vilify’d ; and all this hath been done, 
only to mnke way for carnal ren/bz and Gare 
rfligion ; as if pow_e_r, honous and riches were 
QO effential part-of our chzh. -- 

It is true, reafon and religion are very good 
things, when IcGcd up amongfi the Annua 06 
a tbwch ; but when they come to be once pro- 
fiituted to thk hands of the vtrlgav, they are 
the moft dangerous inltruments of its ruin. 
Then will the Jheep begin to judge of their 
J%e;nherds fermons, and calling loudly for their 
Nbles, pretend to be their own interpreters J 
and this detefiable Lcence fhall be commended 
under the fpecious name of chriJl’i,in ZibertJf,~ 
Our great a&erfiry the bifhop of Baujgfir, l 

hoping to get all the j%mtics on his fide, and 
thereby more effe~ually accomplifll his perni- 
cious defigns againfi tij, has trump-d up this 
do&ine cffiarcbing tL?e JcrijVwe, ~2nd fuhnif- 
.~inq our ron/‘ri’ence to no mat“s db sRion. To 

/’ Liport which hrre/, he tells us, ‘ that no fet 
6 of men (not even the clergy whom we very 
4 juitly call the church) have any authority to 
< dir& the confciences of men ; that Chrifi is 
6 king in his own kingdom, and that no power 
4 0~. ear& can ad,d by- law? to the laws of 

6 C$ri&; 
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c Chrifi ; &d that to add fan&ions, rewards,, 
6 or punifhments to his laws, is to dethrone 
4 Chrifi; that we p&&s are not by divint right, 
6 but only a laudable hu~nune infiitution ; and, 
6 that our claim to our jmrdotcil powars by 
4 an z&~~r&ted f&e&n from the dpofiles, 
a is a chimera; that our excommunications are’ 
6 idle terrors of men ; and that the laity may 
6 go to heaven without our intervention, 
( without benejt of ilevgy.’ If this’ be not 4 
wrefiing out of our hands the very leading- 
firjugs of the !aity,,and aqrlcf: &firoying the: 
pbwer of the clergy, if this be not making the= 
church of C/+/2 a En&Z, and his kingdom a, 
realm of confufion, I know not what is, 
Thus does a governor of our church lhew 
himfelf lefs Zealous for her, than the filver-- 
fmiths at Ep/3r/us were for their Diana; tvhil& , 
they cry, Great is the godd@ of thr Ephefians, 
he cries, Small is the power qfl :lie church @ 
England. Ilotiever fince your grezt fiy‘ilre: 
pleafed to enter the liits againfi i;j~.~ fince- 
you have been follow’d by fuch an able i:con$l 
as the dean of CIi-&Jtr, and fince h~r.Lnw~ 
has laid down his plan of church powu-, to rhe 
utter confufion of the new herefy ; I fila!I not. 
fear to throw in fame few of my anfvders 
to the biihop’s arguments ; which I will ven- 
ture to i;ty no one has handled with more 
ireedcm, nor declared themfelvesagainTt tvithL 

A 5. mot-k: 
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more fincerity,. nor has ,any one fpoke OUP 
the fentiments of the orthodox prieahoocl. 
wilh more drriflian xed. 

Firit thee, the bifiop affirms, that OUP 
church has nst any power ta add by-laws to the 
laws of Chr$. I would fain know whether 
he doth not allow, that any little body politic 
hath a power to make byhws for their OWR 
honour,. profit ox fafety.; if ib, ihall not our 
rhurch or clergy, a body the moik politic in the 
world, be permitted to have a poor privilege, 
which is not deny’d to the: pettiefi borroughJ 
or to the meanefi corporation ? That bur bi- 
ikops, deans, archdeacons, and the refi of our 
brethren, whole revenues exceed thofe of alk 
the bodies corporate in England, kould not be 
admitted toan equality with any other fett of 
proi;hanc laymen, who are Oiled, mayor, alder- 

men and common.council, feems to me not only 
blafphemous, but even ridiculous to affirm. 
Oh ! poor church, to. what low ebb art thcu 
reduced .s t 

In the fecond place, the bishop affirms, that 

ta ljdd fanh’itns of ti:is zuorid to the laws of 
Ch$?, is to c;t!i’ agahJ Cbr$?, for his kingpom 
is nvt <of this world. I mufi afk the bifhop 
an0the.r queflion here, and that is, Whether in 
the time of Chrifi and his apo,fHes, men wer.e 
not a,Blli&d, for their w.at of faith, and for 

their, 
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their fins, by corporal and !emporaI punifh* 
ments from heaven, fuch as blindnef~, lamenefi, 

pal/r, &c .Z I thir&, from our Saviour’s corn= 
man phrafe in curing thefe infirmities, fhy,/inr 
areforgiven thee, that it plainly appears that; 
thefe were temporal puniflrments for fin : and‘ 
yet no one can affirm that thefe temporal punish- 
ments were a bar to the eternal ones. So now in 
thechriftian difpenfation, corporal punifflments 
and temporal difcouragements may be annexed 
to the want of faith, and to the ~mmifion of 
particular fins, and yet no way-- interfere with 
the. eternal chaflifements referved for finners in 
another worid. And indeed, as the punilh- 
ment of fin here on earth has by the great& 
divines been believed to be an alleviation of it 
hereafter, I cannot fee but that chr-i&an cha- 
rity and common humanity teach us to fall 
heavy upon all injdtls, j2+mfftics and her&~, 
and to perkcute them with the utmofl rigour 
out of mere good nature : at leaft we cannot ’ 
blame thofe of our brethren that ati upon fo 
good a principle. 

%!&-LL), The biffiop de’niek, 7&A any fitt 
of men call hntie a power over other mens COB/;-~- 
ejzccs, or that thry can infep-et the IGWJ. of C,(&J 
Ijuthoritat,‘uely jar uf~y axe, for no c/5;,rih is ill- 

fiIIibIe. In aniwer to this aifertion, I 111;lli 
deal more fincerely with the prelate than any 
of hisantagonifis have done, a!:d bwn at 011cc, 

A-6 s th.x 
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that I think OUT church is inpbll~h’e, And’ 
though at this moment you may think I Gy 
too much, yet I hall ‘in its proper place prove 
that you have t’aid the fims thug, and then I 
am fure I need nut fear my being in an error. 
To return to t.he thing in quefiion. I readily 
agree with the bitho+, that it would be nan- 
Gnfe in terms to fzy that a church that was 
fiU:Sle could a& info/lib&. Which if a chtpvch 
cannot do, fhe cannot pretend to impofe ker 
interpretation of Chrifi’s laws upon others, 
becaui‘e they may be in the right and ke 
in the wrong. And indaed+ough no charrch 
but the Roman has claimed infallibility in 
T.LV~~LJS, yet none in the world but claims it in, 
jk7. To convince mzmkind of this truth, I 
defy any one to &hew me an inltance of a 
~!~~rch, that hath acknowledged i&N in an 
error. Did not the_ fined cf Dot proceed 
every whit as vehemently againit the mimrity 
(which is in other words the heretics) as the ’ 
&&ciI of *Irent ? Indeed/ they had not fo 
&any ent)nes of this ZL’UT~~ at their command, 
but they f:etncd to have a fpirit to have iet as 
‘many at work. I have known many worthy 
men who have believed the infallibilify of a 
gl”ner~ ,I cczrnc~l; nay all pious chrifiians do en- 
tirely fubmit to the decrees of the four firfi 
genrr~~ comci!)s, as i~f~&bL. And why a 
&vice of the church of Enghnd~ may not ale 

lbw 



jeer the c~nwocation infaZfh%‘ty, I know not, 
For nq own part, I fee no abfurdity En allow- 
ing, tha# when 413 aJ&ldly of re&2rly ordained 
divines meet to eJnLl@ a der57rinaZ pa&t, there . 
may be an hz~‘hlDbls jjirit prejnt, direning the 
re/olutioss of the majority. Omitting all the 
cloud of witneffes, which I could bring from 
the fathers, from the tozx~c~ls, and‘ from rhc 
pope’s declarations, to evince this matter, 1 
fllall only mention that wife artz’cte in the de- 
crees of the 

f 
buncz’l of Gent, of which gather 

PauZ gives us an account : That all /;rz.e/arf 
ought to receive that doflrir;e of faith which is 
givra t-hem by the hurch, without dzxhting w 
&inking farther about it. And among the 
7’bejs propounded by the yef5.!ts .to be main- 
tained in their public hall at Chmont, there . 
were thece two remarkable ones, 

Thefis XIX. 
I 

T/‘&i XIX. 
C/w$um aosi Thus we acknowledge 

ita caput agno-;Chrifi to be the head of th>e 

J cimus, ut ii~ius’ church, 
I 

that at his depar- 
regimen, dum in ture into heaven, when he 
cadi a&it, p-i- was no longer to govern his 
QW~ Pefro dtin church in perfon, he com- 
de fucr~firibus mitted the government of it 
ejus commiJ&t. CO his apoftle Peter, 2nd then 
&, eandem quauf to his Iucceffors, in whom he 
;p/c habuit infu!, 10 dged the fame powers even 

Ii- Of 
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IMi~atem come/?- of infallibility, which were* 
rit, quoties ex ca- veiled in himfelf, as often as, 
thedra lopuuflIur. they fpeak from the chair. 

The& XX. . T-l+ X.X. 
Datur ergo in There is therefore in ths 

eccle/ia contro- 
vrr/iarum &lei 

church an infallible judge of: 

judex infillibilis, 
I‘aith, even witho*& a general 
counciE . 

etiam eAWa ctn- 
Lihim genera le. I 

And now give me leave, worthy do&or, ta L 
quote a paragraph out of your * firit letter 
to the bishop, wherein you thus acknowledge 
Chrifi to be the head of the church. At his 
departure in!0 heaven, whe?z be wns no ionger to 
govern his cthrch in per-h, he pkouided for Ih0 
go;d government of it hy others, UhW he ccmmi[- 
Joned to G~-ur rt;le c& authority over bis/ltbjeLir, 

to be 6>is viclggirents, la ch’ in his ?:a?ne cndyead, 
rind to perpetmte a fucreflon of men, ihro’ all the 
fucceeding ages in the zc’ol-kd, in uhm the lame 
powers &drl be lodgrd; and iho’ be made n&e 
of them inf&ible, &c. 

NOW tho’ at firfi fight this may Teem tohe 
a total renouncing any title to iyfhiiibll;tl,, yet 
1 fhall in its proper place, lhew that you mean 
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rothiog lefs, This therefore may by an incu- 
ricus reader be rdken for a tranfcript from the 
SphgJZy fathers above-mentioned, but to a critica& 
eye will appear to be a great improvement on 
their narrow fcheme, whi:ch confines thefic- 
reJ&a to one armed chair. A poor local bu fi- 
ae,6 ! If we mderfl-and one another, this, 
Dr. Snape, is your meaning, That when CKJ 
went to heaven, he providedfor the good govern- 
ment of his church by dhrrs, that is, by his 
t.welve apoflles, (at the head of whom, he 
placed Sk ?%ter) whom be tommr~ot~&d do ex- 
pound his laws,\ to bear m/e and authority over 
kis/itbjeAs, (even over our fellow-fubje& * 
tie fallen angels, whom they ofren caft forth. 
and di/poJeJs’d of their faJne+es) to be his vice- 
gerents to a&Z in his name and Jead; a powa 
which they could never have prefumed to ex- 
ercife, had they not for that purpofe been, 
made ixfulliblf by the Hob GhoJ. Howeves, 
as they were not made immortal, itwas necef- 
fary for the prefervation of the churrh, that 
when thefe ayoJZc~ went to heaven themfelves,. 
they Should leave others-in their roots to per- 
form.theirfuzflions in the ch~r05, that fo there 
might be a perpetual Jucceflon of men, A.0 all 

ficcerding ages, in whot?L the fame powers (of 
i#2!/ibifity, vicegerency, and the like) weye to be 



&p$ ; Qqty ergo infallibilis controver~~r~~,m 
jTdei j.zqlex. ‘@at is, we haye infaI/ibility 

fomewhere, and Come hay or other lodged in 
QUS church. For what fignifies an unin~ervup- 
red /ucce@on from the apoJ/es, if their fjL;ce&ri 
are not vefied with the SAME POWERS which 
they had ? But why do I call themj.$rcffirs, 
Gnce they can have no right to be @led fuch, 
unleis they have the SAME PO.WER~ ? VW 
any one fay that a doge is or ran he pr,operly 
Eaid to/;ucceed a monarch ? Though <he fhould 
pretend to fit on the fame throne, and to pus 
on -the fame drefs and pageantry with .the king 
that preceeded ; yet if he does not fucceed to 
the regal authority and @wr, a man kall as 
ioon perfuade me that K;-/i3P’p’s benJ in the lion’s 
&in was what he pretended to be, as that 
Cuch a doge can conti!ue &he fuccefian of a mo-. 
nar~hy. So that to deny infullibiiity to our 
church, is at once to deitroy its whole title to 
an uninterrtrptedf~ccr~n from the apoJi‘/es-;. it is 
taking away the divine right of rp(/hpa~;y ; it is 
diminiXng or rather (I fear) abrogating all 
(burr15 az!thtrit-.*. by founding it upon the poor 

Jyular bajs of a decent h:rlr:un in~‘iit~~tio~z. This 
may ferve to fhew\ the danger and folly 6f 
difclaiming infi//il;ilify. 

J :confefs at the end ofthat paragrath, which 
I already cited out of your jr/ Zeffer- to the 

bi&op, 



Bishop, you fay that he (Chrifi) tnnde gune of 
thrm (the apoitles fuccefGors) i~fullibb. Thiq 
the world has underfiood to be faying, that 
they bad and that they had *not the /ame powers 
with rke apo,h’les, in the fame breath, Such 
exprefions in the bifiop mufI indeed have 
gafs’d for grofs nonfenfe, becaufe that he, be- 
ing unacquainted with our chuck-lodick, could 
not have brought himfelf off. But 1 will un- 
dertake that, thro’ the help of fome n& 
difItin&ons, you fhJl appear very confiffent,~ 
with all U’S true fans of the church, and which 
is harder yet with your owlz /kF For it i; 
plain, that you do not any where affert thad 
theJucceJGrr of the ajo/t-les are not h-fallible, 
but that be (Chriit) made aone of themj. Now 
every one knows that infaZ.h’bilin, was the gift: 
of the Holy GhJ, a confiderable time after 
Cl+riJ was afcended into heaven. And fince , 
we are, none of us, hkzr, (as many of the 
bifhop’s friends are) but do ahow a diliinfiion 
of perfons in the Trinity, it is evident that you 
affirm a truth, when you fay, ChriJ made nong 
ef them infutlible. Thpsmay you fee how, by a 
Zirbtle &&&ion kept in Petfo ti1.l a time of 
need, we can avoid the charge of nonfenfe and 
contradiflion. A liberty never communicand 
&to the laity J as being a right only anneqed 
to the indelible chara&er. And indeed, ‘We ’ 
feldom fail of making ufe of our privilege ; for 

wheg 
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when we write for pro?eJlanti/;N we never- 
forget to tack a popifi @JO, and when we 
write for popery, we put in a prote~unt falvo. 

3n which art of writing, our good friend the 
dean has difcovered a moft admirable talent, 
From what has been Ud, it manifeitiy ap- 
pears, that you never really declared againit 
infallibility, as the generality of readers thought 
you did. But, worthy doCtor, your keming 
faho, I confers, was very prudently fubjuined 
to your claim of apgt’chal poU;erI, that thereby 
[as you * term. it) our claim might appear- the 
more INNOCENT. For thofe fuperficial 
readers, the Iaity, fhould we be Co imprudent 
as to. claim fL’/nefs of power and infallibility at 
the fame time, (tho’ the one does neceffarily 
include the other) might be io alarmed and 
provoked, as to deny us both. No, Sir, let 
us but get our power once confirmed, and we 
fhall not afl< any body leave to be infallible.. 
For we fee that the power,of our fecretsfriend 
the pope, does not fo much contilt in his zkfaZ- 

Zibiiit~, as his &faKbiiity is .bnilt on his power. 
Thus, Sir, tho’ our cburcb politicsutterly for- 
bid us to fpeak out, unlefs we are drove to a 
pinch ; yet you yourfelf, as well as all other 
true churchmen, do know, that the apoJl’k$ je{t 
beriind them a j&e& of men vefted with the 
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fume powers with themfelves, one of which we 
are fure was infalli6iliiy; and tho’ we do not 
think it expedient to mention the word (which 
like Balsam’s angel might open the mouth of 
our bealt the laity) yet tacitly we claim no 
lefs, And therefore I cannot think the bifhop 
has aAed a fair part in bringing an argument 
againfi w which is only founded upon an opi- 
nion that we dare not fpeak our mind freely, 
and fupport our jufi claim to authoritahe power 
in i~terpveting/cripturo, by owning our hfali- 
bilify, which that learned prelate knew was the 
only thing that could entitle us to it, 

The lafi argument which the bifhop has 
urged againit our C~UYC~‘S interefi, which I 

1 fhall take notice of; is, that the notion of an un- 
interrupted fuccej%n of b$Sops is not to be fup- 
ported from avly words of fcripture, and is not to 
be made out in hi/iory ; and that ‘twould be wicked 
to make fuch a nicety a thing on which our fal- 
vation fiould depend. I anfwer to this, I was 
once determined to have produced + thofe 
many texts out of fcripture, thich you affirm 
that YOU co&i ‘bring to evince the contrary. 
NOW as I knew that you could not mean the 
common edition of the fcriptures, I looked into 
an old bible in my fiudy ; which unluckily hap- 

* Firit letter, p. zc* 

pened 
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pened to be that heretical one tranflated bt 
7it.q-M; in which I could not even find thq 
word churrh, much lefs any account of lice- 
gerents and unin;rrrupted/;cce~,ns in it. This 
plainly convince.4 me that he did not under- 

. itand GYPL~ ; i-:: !Ind he Qilled it as well as 
Dr. SkerZ:ck and I.-me of us do, he would’ 
never have rendereLI the word &WWL~J goon- 
gregatian, but canzrocatL on CM- ch ch, nor Arc&ovo~ 
min$ers, but I;lvc;‘s. or ?*ulers, nor lSau’h@ &A& 
78 IricG Xp& Paul tk* &ruant of J{US 
ChriJ, but P& Chr$$ vkqerent : For as 
the dean very ril:h tly obferves A&+5 does not 
always jdnify a pbnnt nr Jave, but may for, 
rhe gad of the churciz lx wmfited, as his 
ho1inefs.s motto Seruus Grvurum, which fig- 
nifies the lord of lords. However thefe grofs 
errors of endal are amply made up by the 
pious and ingenious editors of the Rhemt@ 
tefiamcnt (which I am confident is the fame, 
which you -t brag of) where we can find to our 
great confolatioq, no{ only the words chqrch,. 
rulers, vicegeretis, and uninterrt+$ ficcefious ; 

but alfo a qq3xr of other wholfome texts, 
with very learned notes, as pat to cm~ kheme 
Qf church-gavcrnme3zt, as if you and I had, 
written them ourfelves, Now, reverend Sir,, 

+ Second letter, p. 42’ 
fincc 
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S&e ‘this ‘bible Gems 9r ‘a pecNar n?ann& 
cti, belong to you ; being myfelf f$r your in- 
%rior, I &all *not pref&ne to look for h&2$ 
,in .yiftir ~$~h+y, liut le&e yob to Rart th& 
%%I$ ‘r’eirs %vhich you fay you cari *find ; 
hl I ‘d&t&t ‘not but you will play M’t 
sgainfi iext, as much to your credit, tis 
formerly you did bz$op againfi Sz~op. Thus 

L relying wholly upon your performance 
in text-finding, I ihall proceed to an hifio- 
rical argument of no fmall importance to 
our caufe. 

I ihall fhew the bishop (notwithfianding 
his many infinuations to the contrary) that 
we have at this very hour, a *rntifi authentic 
lilt ot‘ fucce$rs ge+Mattd in ati uninterrup- 

ted fuccrgim down fro’n one of. the ap@‘Zrs to 
there our days, I MI be fo ingenuous as to 
confefs that if any man can overthrow the 
credit of the L I ST, which I here prefent 
my reader with, that then our fucceflon falls 
at once to the ground, this being the only 
une now extant in the church. I defign in 
my ratalogue frequently to fubjoin fame re- \ 

markable inflance of infah%ility in the aice- 
geretlt ; and kall aifo fairly mention every 
~!$%z, where two or more claimed the J;Ac- 
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reflon at the fame time, and mark out’ the 
man whom I prefer. Farther, reverend doc- 
tor, I can affure you that there is no‘ cmne 
fa& related here, for which I cannot cite 
as my authors, either Platina, Baronies, Onu- 
phrius, Concil. Cot$ant, Bale, Agrippa, Wd- 
felus, or father Pad. 
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A I 

i Id )! ‘ I S- T 

/ 

Chrifi’s Vicegerents, 
WITH 

An account of many of their a&s ‘of 
infaUibility for the good government 
,of the church. z 

l&d 
A D. 44. Sch++iy?. St. Peter and St. Pad. 

I” 

r 

H E lifi of our viccggrents does un- 
fortunately begin with afihi/;n, ior 
Pad as anti-pope did withjand St. 

Peter to his fare. And ‘although without 
quefion St. Peter be our man, yet was H!? 
not a pope after our own hearts, for he did 
not bear rule, and befides was a married man, 

4 
57. 2. Linus. 

* 

I 

Hiftorians- haire ,very triuch quefiion’d whe- 
ther there ever was a bishop of this name, 
,which would make our fucceflon doubtful, but 
that we are fure this difficulty was fiarted by 
hereticks. 

5 A D. 
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yf A. D. 67. 3. Clew. 
Alfo called 4zacZe:us; he did not live long 

enough in his office, to leave many ma&s of 
his infallibiiiey behind him. 

? / 
68. 4. Chent 

Bemg banished to an ifland, where two 
thoufand chriffians were hewing marble, fur- 
bifh’d them with a fpring of frent waJer -by a 
miracle. 

79 84. 5. Jfnacletus 

Ordered priefts not to let their beards nor 
hair to..groW. 

i& 46. 6. Evar&‘& 
Ordained that priefis kould be honoured 

and &aven; anh - that UIO accnfation of the 
laity kould be receiv’$ agakifi a bihop. 

10g. 7. Hexander 
O~der’d that t-he pkople should be married 

by none but priefis, 

w- 
I i7. 8. sixtus I. . . >*. i 

Inven@ ,Igcbjy Water, and order’d it to be . 
blefi with fal+and.fpr~akled, in order t,o chace 
away and coerce the rebeZiiousfubj&% of Chrif?, 
the dtiviis. He firit brought up the u&z of 
iinen furplices. . :. 

127. 9, .Ttd@A ’ 

Enafted that no Eaymanrfiould prefume TV 
touch the garment of a clergynianB I 

6 A. D, 
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vi&$ 

A. D. 138. IO. H~gkiuz 
.Brought in fafiing’in Lent. 

142. 31. Pirw I. 

J69 
c 

Found out chri/in. ‘,? j. / ; : (. : :s 
IfI 3.53. 12. Aarqtur 

<Condemned St. Poficurp for his wearing 
;long hair. 

~1s 163.’ I 3. Cancordi~s Soterus 
Decreed an marriages to be null without the 

benedifiion of a priefioL 
t77 ~74, 14. Eleutherur - 1’ 

Was a great lover of fweet-breads, 

93 186. , 15. YiEtorL 

Excommunicated the Wd$yz churches for 
not keeping Lent3 ‘at tke fame tie whe-n SW: 
did. 

9@f 198. Iti;* j 8 WF ipris 
Order’d that the IV*+ at. the cdmmunion 

*should not -be confecr&d (as before it had 
been) in w~ad or-g!@, ht ‘in gold of flvcr : 
Alfo that no bijhp accufed by his pairiarth or 
.metropoZilan fhould be csnde@cd, but *by the , 
0poJoiir fee. 

?I 
'238. 3 7 . . Cali& 

-Die of a fifiula. 
226. 18. U&m I. 

Invented the form of co&crating cbarch- _ 
yards ; and ordained that lands 1 and farms 
tiight be given to God, but ought to be.divi& 

- ed among the clrr~y. 

& @ 
Y 0 L, JK 33 A. D. ’ 



AI D.. 23 I. ICJ. ‘C*bl:urn;u‘s ,_. 

Order’d pfalms and matthIs’* to be ‘lung in 
’ e,chsrch.es, to “drive away the *evil @rits that 

troubled $br people iu thtir;graves. . 

?5* 236. 20. - Anmus * 2 

Wkte a legenti. 
237. 21. Fabianus . 

Order% that: tR+!j# tired ii-tie l;or 6 fbp- % 
per kniRl -be renkv&once a year, and the 
old burned. 
251. 22. &?i&q%lJCOd~ cvY~e~i~s,~*~~f~~~~~s, 

Cornelius was certAidly a tkue fk& Y : for 
with exorcika -wd.;+Sby :y&ty, he ’ ovc ali c 
the rats,,out oic ti &qrf+ *k$&$&~~~nna. 

253; r3. ~%&3 ’ 
Ordained t&t, heretics fllould na\.Fe be- 

baptized. i ’ , 
2u. ’ ::?4. Ste,9harrars ’ , 

Ordained th:;lt ‘fkreti~s fhould be reda,p- 
.w. .-.: 

.q-7, 25. Si+tfw EL 
Invented copes, and other veflqnti. _. 

tia.. ~26.. , @‘q$is i;, c 
All&ted to everjt miaifbx &s .~~&&wch, 

qarifh and fklary. . 
. . 271. 27. ‘Felix 

Ordered mares to he ~~JIII in churthes$r 
the dead martyrs. _I 

. “ d . A D, 



A. D. 275. 28. J%dJ~dh~~lYS 

: 6rd.ered all fruits, and efpccia:Iy b&nsand 
grapes, tq be co&mated upon the altar ; he 
1ikewiCe would have martyrs tZblrkd ip purple, 

283. 29. Chits 
Like an hone0 pope, ordered that ao IQ- 

manAaoul$ cpmmence a hit againit a clergy- 
,maa. 



. . 
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A. D. 337. 36. Jlcfius 1. 
Cenfured the I3aJer~~ bifhops for calling a 

council at Aniiucb, without his-leave ; order’d 
that no clergyman fiould plead before a lay 
judge, or be fentenced by him. He was ihe 
ii& that confirmed the Atbanajan creed. 

355. 37. Scb~$m third. Lib&s, Felix I. 
Libcrius was by the church efieemed as the 

true pope : tho’ he condemned the Athanufzm 
creed, which his infallible predeceffor had 
wnfirrpedl 

‘*’ 36~. 38. Fe/ix II. 
Inff ituted plumb-porridge at ChrziJmar. 

He ran wiih the Ariam, but held with the 
Atba Eajans.. 

366. 39. Scb$‘im fourth. Damufus, UrJn. 
Damafus was an adulterer, but Urjn was aq 

heretic. Sp that the former mufi by Dr. 
Snape and me be allowed the befijk$k : for 
herefy in an infallible chair is infinitely work 
than adultery, 

385. 40. Sirichs 
Ordered that whofoever should marry a 

widow, or a fecond wife, fhould lofe his be- 
nefice. 

Granted a pardon from 421 for five hundred 
days to any, that fhould fay a prayer of his 
compofinp, and beginning J$u ‘Ch$i, UC. 
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A. D, 402. 42. Innocent I. 

Ordered a fail in the church every Sa- 
turday. 

416. 43. Zozinus 
Ordained the blefing of wax-tapers upao 

EaJer-eve ; aad confirmed the decrees of the 
cmrkil of Carthage, or in other words the Pl- 
Zagian her-e/g, 
~$19. SchijmFfrh~ 44, Bonijace, Euhlitis. 

Boniface was the true viccgerent, for he or- 
derekthat= Roman should touch the confe- 
c~atcd gd or incenfe 4 and allo that pa&r- 
writ or debtor Ihouti be admitted amongfi the 
clergy, 

423* 45. GchjiYnc I. l 

Was an excellent fidler. fi 
w 

&&--k 

- 
432. 46. Sixtars III. 

Got a nun with child. 
I. 446. 470 &o I. 

’ * Invented procefions on faints days, and or- \ 
naments for their tombs. 

461. 48. Hilarius - 
Built almofi fifty, new churches, aad invmt- 

ed the litany; 
467. 49. Sim$icius 

Found, by his folldwers means, the bones 
of Ehpa, the body of St. Barnabas, and the 
gofpel of St. Matthew, written in his own 

B3 hand. 



hand. He aIfo decreed that no clergyman 
fhould hofd a benefice of a layman. r, 

. A. D. 483. 50. Fdix Iif, 
Ordained that churches kould only be con- 

fecrnted by liiff~~ps, 

492. 51. Gf42fi ,I. 
E~c~muuicated the emperor An?fl~j~s, 

and aoathematized. the king of the F,&afs. 
He reguiared the canon of fcr@ture to his 
O~VQ fancy, de&ring ‘it h&e*& for faymkn to 
jtd!Qe d jr.’ * 

496. 52. Anaqhju~ Ii. ’ 
Excommunicated the emperor ~+?CI/UJ 

I’or ‘king ~‘n +!Zti~kbia~~ w’kn he himfeI’f (‘for 
being one) wns afterwards forfaken by his’ 

-. wv)qle qkr*. +%t.&&-;BS ~y&lii his bowels 
in a brf+yZ%o& ,Yi . Q 

498, 53. liUijm$dh. LJ$nmatBmr, Lawrtnce, + 
Pet&r II, 

t+,m~cb~s,. -by the ,aG(tat~ce,, of a hundred 
and. twenty -bifllops with their clew-gy, in arms, 1 
got the &iy from his other two rivds, 

514. 54, - &?npu I 1 
Left behind him many nat&al children. 

523. ~5. John I. 
Was a hearty friend to, t he 41 $tlr; 

5g6. 56, ’ $k’i~ I? 1 
Invented extreme u&on, and’ for the be- 

n&r of the clergy, divided the chancel from 
xhe clwr-ch. 

A. D. 



B&pce was the right pope, . for be re- 
canted. his &an notions in order to qnaiify 
himfelf. for the chair. But his antngonifi was ’ 
a’ Simcn~ad. 

. t 532. $3. John II. 
ii’i great projettor. 

i 
534- 5.e Agapttls 

WG; a great friend to Thodatus, who mur- 
k&l that miracle of the age, Ainoi~~if~tba, 
queei &the. Gob. 

535. - 65. Scb;;in eigbtb. S~7zvt’~~lf, EgiZu f i 
Silverius w;Is natural fan to Horm~$la, but 

a heretic.; we lRal1 thereFore efleem YigZus as 
SW true fucceffor to St. Pd*ter, fine-e he was 

iEafhr arm aa@ to be called in to f~pp~ciz 
ibsgtia and fi&$katA-s. 

56x. 62. ‘John Ill, 

Eftabliflled the cufkxn of wmtippirrg the 
boneb of faiw.. 

577.. 6$ BcG&I. 
Did of griek . 

572. 64. P&~&Y II, 
Difputed witla the bishop of Cny?antino~Zt 

sp.ia.& the r+ehrre&ion of the body. 

B4 A I;>* 



- Invented purgatory, the invocation of faints, 

Y 

loitrations on the purification of the virgin, 
fiations and pilgrimages; caufed all prieits to 
but a.way their wives, but foon condemned 
this infallible decree, when upon drainingone 
filh-pond, he found the heads of fix thoufanrs 
Intanrs there. 

&)4, . . &.. &&~)J~Qq& * 2-*;,. 

&p&d, di ‘that -his infallidi&&!ecef&r 
had done ; and was torn in pieces by the 
people of Rome, fur keeping u$a vail hoard. 
of corn in a time of famine. 

60.6. 67. Bcn$m 11X, , 
0 btained the title of Un~vti-1 B$~op~ fron) 

! he ufllrper Phocm, upon his approving a.nQ 
confirming his title. He, began to ufe thq 

~ M mode0 phrak of YoItftmw ef ‘@PEMIA : 
6d6. 68. Btniface Iv. 

Joined with Ph ocar as his predeceifor haa 
done, and thereby ob!ained great privilege+ 
for the church, With there two Boqlpceo 
properly began the papal primacy. 

612. 69. Deoda/rrs 
Made a. INN that no woman &ould marry 

a man> whole father had beco‘her godfather, 
as being toeneat of kin. 

Gr 6. 70. Bonijke V. 
Made the -church an afylum for the greate@ 

vilknies, by privileging aU thieves, murderers, 
d ccc* 
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UC. that fhould take fasl&aarp in atry ch,urch 

I or chapel. 
1 1 A. D. ib2. p. Honorius 1. 

Was a Monothe~h Here&, and,itands .~on+ 
- demned as fiich by pope Agarho,. by the fix&, 

fevtath and eighth general councils, at&as; 
fiuch was excommunicated by LP(L IL. 

637.. 7 2. Sdve&w 
’ Was. a pious charitable man, - but aC badi c 
popk ; for he aot.only did nothing to enlarge 
the. pawe of the church, but even facrile- 
gioufly permirted I its treafures. to , b. din& 
airned.. 

. . 
638.> 73. Jo&n IV. 

Worthy do&or, you will doubtlefs be 
pleafed with this pope, who was famous fox 
his love of black-puddings, notwitMandingi 
tbi decrees of the council of JerufuPm; heldt 
by pope James, at which,.our ArfI z~icegprpnr~ 
pope P&r alTo* amOte& 

64 1. 7+, Weedfwtis 
Took the bones of SF. P&n&s, .and St-,. 

b Polluranus OUF of their graves, let theml irk 
fiftrer, and lefe them, in- SF. &p&en’s chqeL tap 
be wodhippd‘bg’ hlb goads aaaholicsi 

647. 7s... Mart&us 1.. 
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A:?. 707.’ 89. ConJfantinc 

Prevailed with Tbeuh’d~e~ the emperor’s ad- 
’ &al ia Itab, to feize upon th! archbiihqp of 

&wpnna,. far denying the power of the.chair, 
and to burn-out: his eyes. This was the fira 
pope that offered his feet to. be kiGd./ 

7.16. go. Gregpry IL / ) 
RaiGd a r’ebellion againit the.edp&or Leh 

&&NYU, becaufe he caufed gage & churches 
asa be pIled down. F ‘I 

731, grs Gr-tgo r$IIi 
Made a golden image of the E’r,&n Mat-~,, 

wlhich hh: ordered to be. wotlhipped .pq Fir, 
of excommunication. 

741. g,2. Zachary, 
Excommunicated V~q$~z+ as, a det$j&- 

B‘crctic, for ag d er ng that there wgre tytiti’p/eA 

7‘52. gf$*. Sre~hnn IL. 
Was. pope three days. 

752. g,+ Ste/hn IR 
‘VJ~S the firfi pdpe thattwas .carried on mew 

&oulders. Hq added. the exacchat of Ram+ 

30, to, the pattimony. of S t..‘Pe!fr,. as knowing: 
that Ch$?'s kingdcm ma% fumetimes h of&is, 

.Paul was the true vicegefent. He wrote ai 
‘book in defeace of what is qm&nIy calle& 
idohtry, calling ima@s’ the Luyk~‘r, .&. 
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, A, D. 768. 96. Stephen IV. 

’ A&mbled a council at Rme IQ af&r’t ihe 
Bonour of images, agaS the konock+i (image- 

: beakers) of the &a). 
772. 97. Hadriau I. j 

E8abMhed image-w&& at the i’&ndt 
tzouQci1 of N&c. Covered the poor fifhermsa 
P&r with Rver and gold, and addeQ&olrro 
.and .&neucntum to his patrimony. 

796. 9% Leo III. 
Was f& upon by confpirators, who not 

only whipped his breech; but al&o p&ked oue 
his eyes and his tongue, which (as the Le- 

l gendaty fuys) weae fo well refiored to him. 
Bext day by the apof’&s, that he pronounced 
fentence. on thofe that did it,. and iBw them 
executed. 

8 I 6. g,fj# , Steph V.. _ . ‘; 
1 r,lvEd but feven. months infallible. 

s.I.7. loo.. Pajbal I. ” 

l . 
:‘ Jpined. in an afiffination plot,, in which 
many of the emgeror Lewis’s great men were 
kurdered, in the Laterah He firit founded: 
the college bf cardinals, who were at fXt but 
Darilh, pri&s ia &r, bS ti. became mates 
fix king& , ’ 

. 8qg. lox. Schifn tenth.. EugrrkLs~II. Zinzbw, 
. Euge&r was the right pope, for he ex- 
cenwnuqiEatedi all that did IUX o,wn hi as ‘-7 

!+a&* J .’ .* 
F ‘* .I , A @t. 
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A. D. 867. ~09. Hadrian II. 
Was put into the chair by a faAion ae 

Rome, and then excommunicated the emperor; 
for not owning him immediately. 

872. IIO. J~I IX. 
Took it into his head to difpofe of crowns, 

and anointed Lewis emperor, for which he 
was forced to fIy ; and afterwards to retain 
the chair, fubmitted to Chah the Hid, and 
anointed him emperor. , .- 

882, I I F. Martin IX. 
He was only given to Corcery ; fo long as 

he abfiained from iierefy,. wsmay. xeceiue him 
for a vicegerent. 

884. I 12; Hadrian HI. 
By 8 decree deprived the emperors of that 

right, which they had always cla’kned and 
enjoyed, of eleAing the popes. 

885. 113. Stupben VI. 
Was elteemed the befi cheaplayer of his- 

time. Shewed himfelf a great friend to: 
tiitches, adulterers, and likeWife to the 
church. ’ ‘, 
890, I 14, ‘Scb*~m twt@, Form+s, Sergiur III, 

Formofus- obtained the chair by bribery, 
and by force obliged hi rival. to fly out o& 
Lab, ’ 
: 895. IY5. Bm$ace VL . 

Cardinal Baroniur a&ms that this mm W&S 
caBo&dly chofen, 
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we mufi differ from a cardinal (which we do 
not care to do) or we mufi give up our un-* 
interrupted fucceffion. 

A. D. 895. 1~6. Stephen VII. 
’ Dug up the body of his predeceiror, ‘FLU-- 
mu@, to try him for hereby ; and having con- 

- vi&ted his infullibiby, cut off the three fingers 
of his right hand, wherewith he ufed to give 
blefing, and to confecrate. 

897. ‘I 17. Romanus 
Condemned his infallible predeceffor for his 

barbarity to Furm$is. 

s97a 1 E 8. ?i5eodarur 
Refiored all the decrees of Form$k, which 

Step&n had abrogated. Which of their inzul- 
libili’ties was in an error, we will not here 
determine. 

897. rrg. Yohn x. 

Called a’ council to condemn all Ste$vn’s 
decrees. 

. 899. 120. BenediA IV, 
’ Was pope but five months. 

vicegerenl four The church was without any 
years, which wus aJad tt%xg. 

503. 12r. Srhrrn thirteenth. Leo V, 
Chr@pber. 

Chr~~plsher unpoped Leo, after he had go- 
verned the church for forty days ; upon which 
the poor man broke his heart and died. 

A D. 
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A. D. 904. 122. Set-g&s IV. 
UI~pop~d C6rtiJopfier; Rep t A%0zio, a 

(noHe WOilxtn, if5 his whore; atld laflly infli- 
tuted the beruing of candlks at the f”eaR sf 
the purilication, which from thence has been 
&lkd CanuYemns. hy4 

g1r. 123 A?zaJiJis IV. 
Was a quiet man, and did nothing eith,rjr 

good or Bad during his wholk pfintilkate,. 
912. 124. L&o 

Was,ao admirer ofi f&-f& a.& eggs2 and 
very famous for Ming. 

913- 1.25. Jsh XI. 
The bafiard of l&-g&,, and mu& verfed in 

the art of war. 
. 928: 126. L’& VI. 

Being thrown into prifon, at the end’oFfi;x 
months, his chriitian patience berng quite 
worn out, he died of g&f, fame, &y of poifon. 

928. 127. &e/den VXI. 
By fome k+c&ed tdte VIIth. Was a peace- 

able man, and did nothing for the gp4, of 
{hs church. 

930* z2Z3.J Sfobn XIk 

l+nstkr of SNgiacs’s bafiardo,, and a no-’ 
torious friend to raliquea. We poifoned Leg 
and SqidmrI, his psedecelkxs; *and being 

caught in adultel:y, was &in by an impudent 
layman, that f&d he was the h&and to his 
beli4efs’s milt’refs. 

c 

A* Di 
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A. D, 935. 129. L-to: VU. ’ 

‘Was a great patron of mbnks and friars. 
939. x30. Sttpha Ix 

Was all his time buGed in civil W&W. 
943. ‘3’. Mta,iF~~S. 

Al! that’s remarkable df him, ‘rs that fame 
writers call him Maptin ILT. 

946. 332, AgapPfus II. 
Was the firfi that infiiruted m&c at 

.Fejjkrs. 

956. 133. John ml: ” 
Was accufed in a fynod before the Erfij4e’rbr 

Orho, for having put out the eg’$s of fame of 
his cardina!s, plucking out the tong& of 
othi%, ctitt1+$ O$ tlTe h.xIIdS, f&e?. fi%gktrS, 
nofes, and genitdfs ~6 N’IY~ : for S&~n’4’ti~ 
deacons (to perpCuate ow fixkcf!ion) in 23 
fhble, for making tid)i’s l$lh’Ofls for titiey, 
for ravifhhiag both virgins an-d pilgrims, tin!8 
,laflly for cahg dpon the devil for 2ffifiani;k 
at ace, and drinking to his heal’th. PO; 
there fpirku4 a&s ofvicqtreng, the emperor 
fet him afide, and placed Leo iii his itead. 
Rot no fooner was the emperor gotie from 
&me, than John returned, drove tea out', 
and repofifftd the chair. Jn ivhich he con- 
tinued to ac3 as vicegerent, till beins caught i&x 
bed with another man’s wifsr he was like his 
predeceKor ‘j%hn XII. flain by the bulba& . 
in the very a& of adultery, 

A* D, 
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A. D. 963, 134. SrhiJm fiurteenh Leo VIII, 

lImedi& V. 
Les like a true pope call’d for afiItance 

from the jr&r arm, which feized upon his 
rival, and made him end his days in a prifon, 

965. 135. John XIV. 
Invented the blefing and baptizing of bells, 

which, before his time, were unhallowed 
ihings. 

972. 136. Dono II. 
Was a lazy pope, and a great eater, which 

is all that we hear of his holinefs. 
972. 137. RerhdiiR VI. 

Was imprifoned, and afterwards it rangled 
in his prifon, which Plutina affirms was much 
ioo gentle a death for him. 

972. 138. Bon~ace VU. ( 
Came to the popedom by two murders, 

that of Benedid, and that of rahn, a deacon 
that oppofed him, whofe eyes he firfi plucked 
out, and then killed him. This vicegerent 
alas ! fiole all the church-treafiure. 

975 1390 Benedit V IT. 
Lived a whole Len1 upon almonds, raifms 

ond milk, 
983. 140. John XV. 

Died in a gaol for want of neceifaries, hav- 
ing been throwq itlto that place by the people 
of Rome, whom ;he had tlzoff violently op- 
pCefkd. 

P 4% D. 
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A. D. 985. 141. John XVI. 
SoId the church-plate and jewels to enrich 

his kindred, whofe example hath been for 
the moft part followed ever hce. * 

995. 142. Jhn XVII. 
Baroniws queltions much, if there ever was 

iuch a pope; but you and J, do&or, will 
not permit a popish cardiaal to rob us of a 
fief@,- ; for if he does not know the church’s 
intereft, we do. 

996. 143. Schi/m fifieenth. Gregory V. 
Jvh XVIII. 

Gvtgory was the right man, who invented 
the ringing the little bell before mars. I 
cannot deny that John had fome claim to the 
chair, for Phtinu fays he was a thief and a 
robber. 

Was a great necromancer : he fet up a 
* brazen head, which he confulted, as many 
Catholics have done fince. One day, as he 
was officiating at high mafs, at St. G-o/j 01 
JerujXm at Rome, thofe rebellious fubj& 0~ 

Chrifi the devils took his vicegerent away, 
and he was never heard of more. 

x003. 145. John XIX. 
Js looked upon by the hifiorians as no po>e 

at all, *but is always counted one by true 
churchmen, w.ho are determined never to 
give up the divine right of bishops. He is 
Said to have ken an excellent magician. 

A. D. 



c 

Cho[e tkir osvn fope: but this man took that 
pt-ivilege out of their hands, and veited it’ in 
the clergy, In whom it has ever Ike con- 

Uh3t.e qa 
was marrki, he and 

moqafiic life, 
b$i ,f;ngxCly cf 

Platina and others affirm he never .w,as ip 
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1 that denied rranfubfiantiation, and made &- 
. rengariur re,cant his errors, which were >tbe 
“fame tenets, that the church of En&and now 
holds. ’ . 

A. D, 
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d.D, 1061. I$L &hi/m eighteenth. AZexanderIL 

Honoriur II. 
A&~&~$Gike a true head of the church, 

~eprived all laicks of the right of inveititure 
to facred fun&ions. 
1073: 159, Schi/m nineteenth. Gregory VII, 

Clement IIL 
Gregory (by ,others called Hi!d@-and) made 

s7is way to that dignity by poifoning five of 
his ,predeceffors ; excommunicated Henry Iv. 
and made him wait bareheaded and barefoat 
three days, before he would readmit him into 
-the church. 

1086. 160. &hifm twentieth. FiRor III. 
Clement IL 

ty ’ 
fiBor excommunicated Henry Ig as his 

predeceffor had done, and was poifoned in o 
.chalice for his pains. 

~088. 161. Wdanus 31. 
Made a decree that no layman should gis 

* an ecclefialtical benefice. From his quarrel- 
ibme temper was nicknam’d fir&anus. I 

x 099. 162.’ Sch~@a twenty-j@. PafcM II. 
Guibert, Alber t4 d’kella, Frederick, Magi- 

nuzp4s. 
Pa/;hal was the true pope, and had been 9 

creature of Gregory VU. He made a league 
with the emperor Henry IV. and confirmed 
Iit with the mofi ii>lemn oaths ; but no fooner 
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was ‘J--enry gcye out of Ita[y, when he revoked 
all that %e had done, and excommunicated 
+im ; nay, and made whim wait at his door 
bare-foot, befqre he would recali the excom- 
munication. 

Gela@ was the true fuccc%Jr, to whofe 
piety the world owes the foundation of the 

,&&bti ternpEar% 

14 rg. I@.. CaQbs II. * 

Decreed that no loufy perfon fhould en2e.t 
the church, and declared it was adultery ior 
a bilhop,to forfake his fee ; by which WC may 
underfiand who MY kru” b;/hop is. 

1124. 165, Sch.@ twmty-third. Honsrius 11. 

, Ce/eJin J 1. 

Honorius, to manifefi his fincerc love to 
the church, put to death ArriuljiJ3t~s, a Im- 
church preacher in thofe times, for inveighing 

%againfk the pride and ufurped power of the 
Rovjifi church. 

J I 30. 166. Scbt$m :weniy fcwth. Inmctnt II, 
Avacletus 11. J/iB?or IV. 

hacent doubtlefs was the trueit vicegerent, 
,for lie ordained that no lapmnn Should pre* 
fume ever to lay violent hands on a clergy- 

VOL. III. C A* D. 
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A. D. I 143. 167. Cde$Yn III. 
Commonly called II. Was the &it inves 

tor of that chriitian method of curfing by be/{, 
hok and candle. 

’ ICC40 168. Lucius IT, 
Brought tip the orthodox cufiom of eating 

pancakes and ffitters on a Sbwve-luef.hy. 

I 145. I 69. Eugenics U.I. d 

Repaired feven churchm. 
1153. 170. Anafl&s FV. 

Converted the Panthecn, whereethe heafhm 
deities were worfhipped, Gnto *the Maria RG- 
funda, where popish faints are prayed-to. 

I I $4. r-72. &adrian IV. 
From a beggar at St. Aibans, came to be 

pope; and being thus mounted, to try how 
well he cotild ride, made the emperor I’i-e- 
&rick Barbarofi lhold his fkirrup, after which 
he excommunicated him, becaufe ,be would 
not hold the empire as a fief or tributary to 
the pope. He abfolved all the fubjeCts of 
ZSC//iam king of Sicily from their a’llegiance ; 
and, in a word, was a true fi-iend to the ’ 
church. 
x 159. 172, Sihiym twrnfy f;fth. Ahxander UI. ! 

/??.for IV. Pajchd I B. I 

Ahxandtr was my man, for he (trod ,vpon i 
1 

the em per-or Fredcrick’s head, faying, Super i 
fiJ~‘idP?n Ct C,~&JXWI amhdnbir ; the emperor ; 
In, ,L(.J if he had been tutored by the bishop of ! 

Bangor) ‘i 
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%uqor) anfwered, Non tibi fed Petro, that 
:s, %JU cannot pretmd to thrrt power the’ ‘Peter 
m;~ht, who was an apofik, aad infallible ; teb 
which the pope replied, (as if you and 1 had 
;been by ta advife *him) <et tnihi et P&o, tbc 

hme powers are lodged in -ne as were im Peter. 
A. D. x181. 173. Lucius III. 

. Attempted to abob& the whole conRi- 
*ution at Rome, and bring it into iubje&ion 
-to himfelf ; in which he fucceeded fo far, as 
to deftroy the whole confuhr .power. 

I I 86. 1.74. Urbm III. 
Was a great encourager of the holy war, 

bat died of a fright. 

1x87. r75. Grqury Y I II. 
Was pope two months, and fick all the 

time, whether infallibiliry did not agree with 
his coaititution, or what elk *ailed him, I 
cannot tell. 
. t I 88, ,I 76. GZement III. 

Pardoned all fins that were committed bfr 
any that fbould afterwards die in the holy 
wars. He excommunicated the Danes for 
maintaining the marriage of their clergy. 

1191. 177. c zc/Gl III. 
Firfi with his feet put the crown upon the 

emperor Otho’s head, and then kick’d it off, 
iaying, Per me reprint ryes, that is, n/l,jl 
t(iingf@n is of this WB& 

CZ A. D. 
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A. D. 1198. 1.78. Innocent HI. 

Excommunicated the emperor Otho IV&. 
made king yohn of England hold his crown as 
tributary, and confirmed the heavenly do+ 
trine of auricular confefion, 

1217. 179. HOPZOT-i24~ III. 
By this vicegerent’s inltigation, St. DtminicI 

fet the engines of th’sworld at work, and pr.ac- 
tired wholefome feverities againit the heretical 
Waldenjk and Aibigenjs, of whom not above 
a hundred thoufand buffered for believing whti 
is now the doEtrine of our church, but was 
then a damnable hereby, the laJ determination 
ejc the chrzrch being againfi it, 

1227. 180. Gregory IX. 

Excommunicated his patron Frederick II. 
-by whore means alone he was made pope: 
to fhew that gratitude cannot influence the 
church in favour of a man that oppofes their 
power. However, to ihew that there is a 
way of inJ4uencing the church, (the’ not by 
gratitude) he ablolved the emperor upon 
payment of one hundred and twenty ounces 
of gold. 

1241. 18 I l Gq?irt IV. . 
Died of poifon eighteen days after his elec- 

tion, before he knew that he was infallible. 
1242. 182. Ivlnocent IV. 

Perfecuted Robert GroJilead, bifhop oj 
Liaccln, for calling hirn ffnli-C/v-j/?. We firfl 

dif&ed 



md ORTHODOXY ~&ken. 53 
dire&ted the cardinals to wear red hats, which 
htretics fa y, was a certain token 
belonged to the &-let z&are. 

that they 

A. D. 1254. I 83. Alexando- IV. 
Declared all the Saracens were in a fiate of 

damnation, and not finding they fought the 
worfe, died of grief. 

1261. I 84. U&an IV. 
Excommunicated M&@-G~ king of Siri&, \ 

a,nd publilhed a croifade againfi him, pro- 
nouncing a great number of pardons and be- 
medi&ions to thofe of his fubje&s, that fhould 
either dethrone or kill him. 

1265, 18s. Clmient IV. 

Was fit-it a foldier, then a lawyer, and lafi 
of all a pope. 

The fee of Rome was 
wevbicb was a fLd thing. 

vacant Iwo yms, 

1271. I 86. Gregory X. 
ExaAcd of all the clergy a tenth part of 

their livings towards the charge of the holy 
war : but no occafion happening, applied it 
all to his own private ufe. 

I 275. 187. Innccmt V. 
Was the firA that kept a folemn coronation. 

12~6. 188. Hadrian V. 
Died thirty-fix days after he was ele&ed. R 

I 276. I 89. John XXII. 
Was a very good phyfician, and an expert 

afirologer ; notwithfianding which great helps, 
Phtina affirms he aAed very foolishly. 

c3 A. D; 
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A; D. 1277. 190. Nichlas 111. 

Was the real author of that very wholes 
he feoerity to the Ei~nrh in Sir+, known+ 
by the name of the Scilian ve$pcr~.. 

r2t.h. 191. Martin IV. 
Entirety anfwered the do&ine which you, 

and I, Sir, have lo often aiFer.ted. For hr 
certainly fate in Chriit’s Itead, when the am- 
baiIgdors of Pahno, kneeling, repeatedsthriee 
to him thefe words, - ?bou that ta&? away 
the /rsns cf the wcrld, hzrs nercy u/on us. 
Which adds& his holinefs received very gra- 
cioufly. He kept for many, years a concubine, 
of his predeceffor Ni’chcZar’s, 

1285. 192, &Jotius xv. 
&communicated PEter king of Arwgcpf, 

and his ion ; and oppofed. OUF Engl@ king 
in Ievying taxes. 

1288. 193. .Nicholas IV. 
Made. himielf medhtop to all the princes iik 

’ E'wcpe, and would have lent them all&n- 
suing into the holy wars. 

1294, 194. CeIeJin V. 
Was too dimple and too honefi a man to. 

do much fervice to the Church* 

*294* x95* Bonqacs VIII, 

11 
Made up for the ina&ve fpirit of his pre- 

, ( deceffor ; invented the market of indulgences, 

‘i 
Ii 

and for every hundred years founded a jubilee;. 

I -4 wbic!I time every man’s fins were forgiven, 
upon ‘ 
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upon his vifiting St. Plier and St. PauZat their 
churches in Romp. Philip, king of Frunre, 
conviCted him in open parliament of fymony, 
murder, atheifm, uf’ury, adultery, and alfo 
of a fecret league with the Satarms. I am 
ferry to Cay that, for our arguments fake, 
ybu and I, dotior, mufi accept of this masl 
fur one of Chrifi’s vicegerezlrs. 

A. D. 1303! I 96. Bened XI , 
Was poifoned for his probity. 

Ipju+. 197, Cftznent V. 
Was the firfi that fixed a- fianding price 

upon ind u fgences. 

I.+JI 5. I $4. Schi/m~ tzuenIJ-/ih th. J&z XXIII. 
A’icholas V. 

John was-the true head of the church. He 
caufed Peter a monk and many of his fol- 
lowers (who taught that Chrifi had no pro- 
pq-ty, and alfo that his difciples had none) 
to be burned alive. He was a%0 of opinion 
that in the text My kingdom is not of ihis 
world, the w.ord % N 0 T was fpurious, and 
ought not to remain in any wthudox &‘ble. 
This is an anfwer to the modern herefy that 
we never thought o6, and deferves well to be 
confidered. 

1334, 199. Bent&D XII. 
Excommunicated the emperor Lewis, and 

gave away all his dominions in Italy, 
C-4, A.%. 
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A. D. I 34.2. 200. Clement VI. 
1 

. 
Ordered the jubilee to be kept every fifty 

years, the hu’ndred years market coming 
k round too feidom fez the church’s benefit, 

1352. 201. hnocent VI. 
Burned Johonnes de Kupe Srt&, for pre- 

tending to aifert, that the Scripture might be 
hterpretcd by a private judgment ; by which it 
appears, that had the bikop of BOH~OV lived 
then, he mi&r have been burne& for his 
notions. 

1362. 202. Urban g. 
&communicated Barngbon king of Mihn, 

for denying his infallibility J WJS a great: 
Tickler for the privileges of holy church, and 
confirmed the order of St. Bridget. 

1370. 203. Gregoy XI. 
Never lived at Ko~~e, till upon his fufpxdO 

ing a bi&op for non-refidence, he was aiked 
how he could punifh ,a fault he committed, 
himfeif. 
II 378. 204, S~hi/j, twe~gpfevenh Ut ban VI. 

Clement VU. . 

h%n, the true fucceflbr, took five of the 
cardinals that had voted againfi him, and 
putting them into facks, threw them into the 
Cea. 

1389. 205. Bonifase TX. Beriedifi XIII. 

Bonface, the real pope, while the other 
lived at Avigntn, feized a priefi at the ,head of 

a con- 
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a confiderable number of priefis in white gat-, 
ments, and MpeAing he had a defign of 
making himfelf pope, ordered hiin t;o be burned 
alive. 

A. D, 1404, 206. Sch;/nl twenty-eighth. 
Innocent VII. / Benedit X11X. 

Innocent, our vicegerent, upon being re- 
proached by the citizens of Rome, for breach 
of his oath, ordered eleven of them immedi- 
ately to be beheaded, faying, that was the on+ 
may to remove fchzym and feditiov. 

1406, 207. Sch;/in twenty-ninth. Gregory XII. 
Bened& XIII. . 

Gregory, the true head of the church, did 
nothing of confequence, but excommunicate 
his opponent. Which he did in order to 
make him a heretic, and fo render void the 
oath which he had made to him, that if he 
were chofen Pbpe, he would reljgn to him ;. 
b:lt fid‘s cum hereticis non e/ fervanda. 

I403a 208. Srhi/‘m thirtieth. Alexander Vi 
Benedifl XIII’. 

Depofed Ladfjlaus king of Mnp2~, and gave. l 

his kingdom away to Lewis of Ay’ou, 
;414. 209. Sch;/m thirty Jfrfl, Jobn‘XXil(~ 

i3enrd;tZ XIII. , 

J&J was depofed by the council of Con- 
Jbnce as a drunkard, an inceffuous pcrfon, a 
pedlar of pardons, and an infidel. In the fame 
council, BeneAG was likewife depofed. One 
of the refolutions of the council-&as, ?Kzt a 

c5 general 
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A. _ D. I 4.17. 2 I O. Scl$m thit tyfecoxd.. - 
Martin V, Ch9etit--VIIIW * 

The latter of thefe abdicated the popedomf 
foon.after he had obtained, it. But Martin, . 

like a wife man, thought fit ta Mnifs the 
council o6 Conjams, upon its being propofed 
there t0 confider of a reformaticjn of manners 
amongIt the clergy. This,was the,good pope 
that condemned ?fl~ckl;j$ and efE&ually 
quelled thofe dzj?wbrrs of the church’s unity, 
Jo6n EZufj and ~ertme of Prague, by&the help, ’ 
of thok necemry . onginss called fire and 
faggC3t; 
1431, ax 4:. &hijm thirty-third. EugeGus IV,* 

FeXx IV. 
Eugmiu~, the true vicegerent to the prince 

of peace, was, during, his whok gopedom%. 
engaged in a war. 

1447. 23 2i Nichobs VI. 
Ga,ve an iudul$erwe to a friend-of hisi t6 I 

6;a to. a. iorcerer fGir Ik Kecovery> of&f08 
g3odJ. 

r4j,g. 213. caz$4s III. ’ 
Canonized Y;tPCetrt Ft-rrieP, a ~rtstorious wi- 

IWas a quiet man, and of .40 uk to the 
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chtirch, which fiands in need of-men of a&o 
and enterprizing geniufes. 

A-D. 1464. 215. FauZJII.‘. 
Commonly called II. IIe decreed all learning + 

to be herefy, and very truly ~declared~i~noran~e 
to be the mother of dmotibjl. fi told f’latina 
that all laws human>and diGne\ were lodged ~ 
in his breafi. 

147x* 216. Sixtus IV, 
Murdered one of the princes of the Medici 

family by hired affafins, whillt he was at mars. 
He permitted public bawdy& howfes to l be 1 kept, * 
in Romp, upon their paying him certain fines; 
and brought in the ufe of beads. 

1484~ 2 I f.; lnnorcnt VIII. 
Collefied a %vaR fum of money fdr a war f .+ 

againit the Turks, and,employ’d it all in ,a war 
with the-king of I%ples, who was a chrijfian.~+ 
He was much given&to exceffcs in drinking and + 
to vanery.. . 

1492. 2 I 8. Alexander VI.* 
Obtained the popedom by nothing but bri- 

bery. He was poifon’d by a miitake with the 
very doj, which his ion had prapared,for a 
rich cardinal that [upped with him;, Me vee 
tx frankly own3 all his baflards, which were 
no fmall number; was accufed of committing : 
inceft with his fifter, and of haviegentered in- 
to a cornpa& *with the devil. 

C6 A. D, 
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A. D. 1503. 219. Pius ILI. . 
Was poicon’d twenty fix days after he WGG 

choien, 

J 505 220. Julius II. 
Was a true member of the church militant, ‘- 

for he never was out of war, all his life- 
time. I& iodomitically ravished two noble 
?bet:an youths, had two bafiards, and dy’d 
of a fever at feventy years of age. He was 
remarkably zealous for the paw. r of the cbu~~h, 
which one good q,uality may cover a muZ& 
t&e of Jn,, in the opinion of a$’ itauncli 
churchmen, fooner by much than chari:?. 

x514* 221. Les X, 
He fold pardons at rery reafonable rates. 

And was heard by fome heretics (as they have 
> 

affirm’d in print) to fay that the gorpeis might 
more properly be called thefilIcs cf CAra!/?. 
But this we jixieJon$r believe to be fabulous. 

1522. 222. Adrian VI. 
Acknowledged that he himfelf was fallible, 

and that the church of ~&MM was a fink of 
vices. This !herefore is the worfi of all our 
/UWJ’&I; and we fhould difown him, could 
we perpetuate our/;cr~J&n+ without him. This 

. -we may fily, that he deferved as little to be pope 
as a cert;lin perfon does to be a bi&op, fine 
both of them betray rhe&-Pif of t/i&- wdcr.. 

1532. 223, Clemenr IX. 
In this vi(.egerent’s time, there arofe a f&t 

of men wi[h rhe bifllop of Ra?lgcr’s notions, 
2n .I 
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irtid to the great difiurbance of the church% 
peace and unity, taught thefe heretical doc- 
trines : That no man was infallible, and 
therefore no man ‘was qualified to a& in 
GKJ’s’Jea~: That ChrifZ was king in his 
own kingdom ; and therefore no man could im- 
pofe their interpretations of his laws upon 
others : That all his Jaws were contained in 
Scripture, and that every thing neceffary to 
falvation was there fo plainly delivered, that 
the meaneft capacity might underfiand it : and 
that every one was to read in that book, and 
judge for themfelves. fit the iame time, 
translations of the bible were made in all Jan- 
guages. Thus was the Y&J Of the temple rent 
in twain, and hidden myheries were expofed 
to the eyes of the vulgar. Thefe free-thinking 
notions prevailed fo far, that at length the 
f’ecular power in this nation embraced them ; 
??nd cutting o,qF a noble revenue from the 
church, (what \norv a-days would amount to 
ten or twelve millions per annmz, for which 
many hone0 churchmen figh to this day.) 

Sch;lin thirty-fourth. 
King Henq VIII. made himfelf/upreme head 

Qf the church, which &ample all our kings 
have followe$ And- as this title has been 
confirmed by aB7s of parliament, which make 
it a pren]uGre to {peak again0 it: fo ever Gnce 
that time, it has been the fakion in &$alpd 

, 

,Qy-2,/ gifpiLl5/ # Al+ v #++ 
GA ~#-+-? 2 & _ /+ $j+.X 

i 
/$wG?yfmfirr. 

/c&.&j .phAMkh& t- 

/J&/y s”-j& &+f- G- .~@%f?? 



to look upon the Roman Cafbolicks & tha 
fchl~maiiis. 

Out ofprudence I proceed no ftirthtr in my5 
Iif?, but fhall leave every honeft churchman to ’ 
guefs who are the refi of my vicegerents: I 
doubt not but we fliall underfiand ‘one anon 
ther’s meaning, as well as if we fpoke out. 
However if any of our friends fhould be io dull’ 1 
as not to know what we wortld have, let them I 
confult Dr. Hicks’s <works, and Lejley’J Cafi of 
the Pstiificate, and the Regale. There he may 
difcover, not only j where the fincerefi$ of ~1s L 
lodge thej+-emac)r, but allo learn the abiolute 
necef?ityS of an uninterrupted /ucceJion of men 
veJed with that jipemacy, without wh’ch, it - 
feems, we mufi all be arnt&daHy dsmnrd. 
And although fame weak brethren:,may beg 
puzzled in this affair, becauie they know we 
have fwallowed certain odd o&u, which fea 
to contradia both our mtv~rfatjon and doBrine : 
yet, if they wilY%ut confider how unreafonaple. 
and how antichriftian it is, that we @iritual 
members of the cburcb fhsuld be tie+ dowa*by : 
oath invented by laymen, they may foon difco-. 
ver where it is, that we place our unhrrrupd 
fifc~@on of Ch@s uicegerents. 

You fee, learned dolor, that I have cleared 
up the hirra~~by of out church, and replaced 

the 



thk divine right of ep;/rropacy upon its true and 
filid Safd; a bails not tal be &ken by the 
breath? of every fcofl%gfree-tbi~krr. Let- thw ( 
the bi&op, aad hii Cecondsg &c+vw&~ afall 
revel&ion, read herqand be confounded. Let I 
them fi?e- hiie.a#erpetuatcd ficc$on q? i~fah’&k f 
mmfrom fhVF upoJlps days ; though indeed they. 
are manyof themguilty of faAsj which in any 
layman might have.ferved for foils to the a&ions 
Of a Nero OF Heliogabalus ; yet hce they were. 
committed by sZqyme#, are only to be regard&I 
ad as fa’as&ified trifles, aad venial Oeccadilio% ; 
as appears from the pious. annotations in ow 
* Orthodox TeJament on the 23d chapter of 
Sta Matthew, which .a&m, That netwitbJand- 
ing the bl@op Bf Rome were mer $0 wicked of 
x;fr ; yea, tbuclgk Jomr traitor as evil as Judas 
were b~$op thereof, it #W/d not be prejudicial ta 
tbk church. Thus, reverend Sir, it -is plain, 

’ that no obje&ioF of weight can be itarted a- 
g&c& us : kr Are our f&e&on compofed of 
&uiJr imzrnate, provided they were regularly 
ordained, it would be never the worj2 ; nay in 
the condition things now itand, it wouId be 
much the better. l%r the more power Satan 

fvad (and he certainly would have vail power 
urere he a 7popo) the greater would the obliga- 
tion be upon the laity of keeping US us, as. a. 
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fpiritualJanding army againR him. To fay 
rhe truth, were our enemy (or fhall I call him 
our friend) the monarrh of he/Z totally fubdued 
and crufhed, I doubt it would fare with usi aes 
it did with many of the gentlemen of the 
fword, f&e the death of Lewis XIV.-We 
should either be disbanded or reduced to ha16 
pay. A misfortune which thofe gentlemen of 
a carnal warfare might eafily have avoided, had 
they taken us fpiritual militia for their exampIe, 
and either fought booty, or taken care not to 
caJt forth and dlypoJ+ the enemy too often of 
their f0JneJes. A prieylj) forejght, which the 
rafh D. of M- wanted in Flanders. He was 
a IoJman, but thank our itars we of the clergy 
have more prudence than to rout our enemies 
too much, and therefore we Ihall never run 
the rifque of being laid afide, as he was. To 
which end, infread of attempting to remove 
the wickednefs, the ignorance and fuperitition 
of the vulgar, three main props of ourficerdo- 
tal power, let us preach up nothing but party 
[ermons, let US cry up our own authority, and 
continually alarm the nation with the danger of 
ih~ ~h:~rch ; and I cannot in the leafi doubt, but 
we fhall fee the honelt laity content fitill to 
follow us with firings in their nofes. ToIhew 
you, dofior, that I have not been idle in this 
grand aff%r ; I can a&-e you that, though 1 
am but a country crate, I h;\ve been for*thefe 

many 



many years inculcating into my congregation. 
the belief of my m;Dun from heaven ; I have 
often told them that I am God’s ambufidor ;. 
that I ought to be treated by the befi of my, 
parifh, with a fubmiflion due to fo great a per- 
Ibn, otherwife it was an affront upon him that 
fent me : And I have fo far fucceeded, that the 
leafi contempt of me fixes upon any man the 
name off0nafic : A title, which I have taught: 
my flock to dread, more than that of n&l;/2,, 
bla/rphenrer, drunkarc, whoremaJer, orJwearea*. 

Thus,. Sir, though our office be originalIy 
to preach ChriJ2,yet you know it is very whole-, 
fotie and for the good of the church to preach 
owjilves too. And as we can fhew no creden- 
tials for. our e~tbafidov~ips, fo it will be very 
expedient for us to keep the laity from making, 
any fIri& enquiries into them ; for which good 
purpofe, let us true churchmen O&d by one. 
another ; and if any one &all be fo bold (which. 
of late -too many of our own order have 
been) as to quefiion our authority, let us 
never fiick a moment at branding him with the 
names of fin&, o&J?, ji-ee-thinker and cne- 
nemy to all revelation. And as a great empew 
FW of Rome led the way, and you have honefl 

9 
@ followed his example, let us drefs up all our 
enemies in woioes and bear-skins, and then we 
rreed not fear their being worry’d and baited 
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l.~y a true-church-mob, whenever they have an 
opportunity. And as our own b&y reputation 
wiII.eaGly. weigh down that of another man, 
when,it is crack’d or almofi waited away; Co 
it wiI1 not be improper to employ all the hands I 
we can, in raking for dirt to throw at our 
rdveriaries, efpecially thofe of unblemished: 
charafiers. IO which pleafing tafk, I can pro- 
mife you the pious endeavours of many of my 
brethren here, who have taken indefatigable 
pains in fpreading your works. 

I hold it prudence in aIl cafes to follow the. 
advice of the old proverb, and try shore &‘I : 
for which reaibn I think we ought to ftig;a- 
+e all our oppofers with the name of papz/t 
as well as of fanatic. For fince our denying, 
the liberty of private judgment may be demon-. 
itrated’to Be diie&tly oppofite to the founda- 
tion oo.which the referm&on was built, we 
fhould not eafily get off the imputation ofpo- 
pery, had we not been before-hand’ with our 
idverf’aries, and called them papi/% and ,enemies 
fe our church, firit. Agairi ow fcheme oP 
church government is the fame with that 

, t 
which the J&its maintain to be their public 

l &fcs, and out doBrine of pofi6ifitie~ is exceed- 
ing like theirs of probabilities * ; now left our 
great enemy the bifhop of Bangor fhould: 



43 upon us the reproach of adhering to Jejb- 
h’cal NO&~, which we could not well cleap 
surfelves from, we begin with him, and not 
only charge him with inclining to Jefiifi/m, 
but likewife with entertaining one gf that fra- 
iemity in his hoi+. It is tFU&? dv2 pcmf rqi4gec 

has fufficientIy convinced us th.at he is no ‘+ 
&it, hut that fhaI1 never fatisfy us; whilfi he 
cantinues under the fame patronage, hc ihall 
alb continue under the fame name : and whilfi 
he converfes among the feconds of our grand 
adver-Ty, we will admib of no ploof of his. 
sonverjon, but deem him hs much a J&it, as j- 
iiiwc faw him o$?i~iathg st Lkh maJs, 

And here, Sir, though we ufe the words JP- 
&t and high rnuj to frighten our weak bre- 
thren from joining with our enemies; yet 1 
would not have aay one imagine that there is. 
any harm in the things themfehes. X confefs 
had Mr. P&nniere itill tflciated at hgh ma/, 
he would have found better quarter from us; 
for ‘tis not probable thatz any fett of true. 
PrieJi should be real enemies tofu& a religiurt J 
as that of the R~tfz,G church, which is To ad- 
mirably calcuhtted for the power, honour, and i 
grandeur of its clergy. Alas, hath he been.? 
one of thofe quick-fighted fathers, and’.not.~ 

* Snap& ierond Let. p. ,66. 
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6ound out, that we long for thofe onions, 
fweeter than any that ever grew in Egypt :’ Had, 
he been a man of penetration, he mufi have 
long ago found out the drift of all our pious 
endeavours. He might have obkrved that 
when we had a catholic prince on the throne, 
then it was that our famous do&ine of PAS- 
SIVE OBEDIENCE and NON-&ESLSTA?%E 
was mofi inculcated, as the only medium for a 
pop?&~ king to eitablifh his rehgion here by, 
He might ha.ve obferved how carefully we 
have propagated the do&ine of divine indec 
-fiaJbLe hcreditury right; which had it taken 
its defired effe&, I leave the world to judge G,? 
what religion our king would now have been, 

The bi&ps ‘j’efuit might have obferved what 
we meant by the word LLW-ch, whofe dangqr. 
(like mercury in,a barometer, wholIy govern’d~ 
by the power of external air) was obferved tu. 
1-l+ or fall, jua as popery loft or got ground 
here. Thus in king Charles the IId’s time, 
the church was very healthy ; in king James 
the IId’s,@e AouriMd exceedingly, till he un- 
wifely began to put our pagive doh’rines in 
pra&Xe upon o,urfelves, which made cur nature 
a littie rebel ugai,/ll our principle. In king 
WTlliam’s reign, the poor cbzmh languished 
under a deep confumption ; which was fomek 
what reitored by the two firfi years of seen. 
Knee: But as foon as ever the DuRe of Murl- 

bGrOZ4gb 
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&rough beat our friends beyond fea, our eccle- 
diafiical weather-glafs rofi, and the church was 
never in fuch danger,: But this was foon over, 
.for the queen at a touch cured all our evil, by 
putting an end to the church-deJ2ruAiwe war, 
clapping up a peace, that had we been beaten, 
we could not have obtained one more for the 
benefit of our church ; and lafily, by degrading 
the conquering general, and .placing one in his 
room, who was a .zealous ion of our churcll, 
for which he now fuffers .exile with his and 
our FRIEND. Thefe indeed were glorious 
times ! ‘But alas ! our ljious queen and our 
mofi chriftian ally died jufi in the nick of time; 
what QllALMS our poor church has had ever 
-fince, muit needs be known to Mr. Pillon&ere. 
BeGdes all this, he can never really think we 
hate him for being one of the Je/;its, if he will 
but farther confider in how many 
the Chigh-.churcA follow ‘their iteps. 

we of 

Tne yebits in their thefis of Loua:n, in the 
year 1645, fay *, It is only a uen:alJilz fo ca- 
lumn;atc and impfe fave crimes to ruin their cre- 
dit, whobeak Zof us. Now can any man that 
reads the dean of CI;I’Lh~?er’s, Mr. LLIW’S oc 
youi writings, conclude from them, that any 
sf UJ truefins of the chtrrch differ from this te- 
net of thofe worthy fathers Z I am fure our 

* Letirer Provinciafes. Let. XV. 
treat- 
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-treatmentof& Whop of Bwtgor paves tlxt* 
we are of their mind. And as the good fathers 
of Lovuin prove their right of calumniating by, 
&eir matchlefs do&rine of jr probabilities ; f6 
we by the help of p~JiMzXer fupport our ca- 
lumnies. As for example, Piifeberc may PO/‘- 
&$ be CI Jejiit Jfill, ergo, he is a ~e~tij’iZL 
This is our peculiar church-logic, and as you 
fisy -f entry one who wadeh~ands reajning (which 
&deed none but we itaunch churchmen do)‘ 
wiI1 agree Zbith gtm. 

Again, the reverend fathers the yefuits hold 
it lawful i-0 do evil, prcvidsd it be for the goo$ 
of the church. Now if this were not alfo oar 
&giour pr,imipk, how could we jufGfy the 
many hone0 church moB~ which we have itirred 
up to burn and plunder meeting-hoz&es for the 
fake of the church: or how could any of our 
gown have appeared at P~eJi%~, had not the 
g&of the church been thought to licenfe our 
breaking OUT o&s, and fan&ified mbeflitn ? 

Again, thofe ghofily fathers the J~,~‘I;F 
teach the dire&on of the intention, with that 
excellent dofirine of mental rejrvntion, by 
which.a man may commit any Gme, and avoid 
the fin. Now if fame han~$ men amongit us 

x Lettrcs Provinc. ubi/ip-a. 
t Snnp2s Cectnd Letter, p. 9* 
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%ad not fame fuch fmafl he&, they could never 
have fwallowed the oaths of allegiance and-al- 
+wdon HEARTFLY, WLLCINGLY, and 
TRULY, as molt of us do, But as there oath 
are taken for rhegoodof tlvchurcb, and for the 
retaining sf benefices in orthodox ‘hands, the 
uprighrnefs of the itrtetltion atones for the fin of 
pe+~y, if we ihould chance any of us to be 
guilv of So vmial a jn. Purfuant to this 
principle too ; if we find one of the laity im- 
pli& in his obedime to UJ (!et him be ever CQ 
proJig&, or ever fo great a ‘kanger $0 the 
‘infide of a char&) we pponounae phim ‘a htter 
~hu~cbrnan than a follower of the tbifbop of 
+23mgor, though he were ever fs tegalarin his 
life, or ever fo cot&ant in going to church: 
Becaufe thefe a&onsxan hare no true-merit ia 
them, while &a hedon is diaboilicah’y diretzeal 
m the deyt-uhon tof tthe true and ,unlimited 
authority of the church, which is the chief thing 
that a believer Azould be attached to. 

The rfiiti, as well as all other catholicks, 
deny the laity the ufe of the fc$/ures. And 
rv& in this point we do not differ from them, 
fo much as we would make weak brethren be- 
Sieve we do : For form fake indeed we put the 
bib,‘e into the people’s hands, but then we de- 
ny them the u/t: of it, as much as any Jt/kit 
can, For if any one pretends to read it with 

more 
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more underfianding than a boy at a reading- 
fchool ; if any one ihall dare to chalk out to 
himfelf from thence rules of I;fe, of can/;.ientc, 
or of faith, without confulting US, the faucy 
fioemaker will quickly be told, that he is gone 
beyond his lay? : Negative d~couragementr and 

*.. (if we -have them in our power) poJtivepunifi- 
tlleuts fhall foon teach him that his $0111 is nut 
his twn. 

To proceed. As the fathers the Jefuits hold 
it lawful * TV murder grid a&Gate princes, 
who are not for the unlimited pc;wer of the 
chltrch, and can prepare for that purpofe Bar- 
rierer, Chay?ds and Ravilliacs: So we never 
wanted our Perkins, Friends, Fenwicks and 
Shephearcl., whenever we thought our church 
was in danger. Not to run parallels farther, 
by comparing the exti-njvenej of charity a- 
mongfi the yej&its with what we prafiife, 
which would be only proving one Sopa was 
like another ; I am fure I have faid enough to 
convince any hearty Je/Lit, that it is much 
more prudent for him to join with US of the 
h&h-cturch, than to aKociate with the bishop 
of Bon;ror and his fanatical companies. 

Therefore I beg you to communicate this 
letter to Mr. PilLmiere; a Jefuit he‘ccrtaidy 

* See appendix to the ~urm-my of RL~$OUS 
Jior~Jfs in E igland and R’ales, p. 238 co r!lc end. 

URS 
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WS, and therefore is fo now ; and I .doubt not 
4x1t as he is a Jefiit, upon duly weighing what 
4s here urged, he will defert that fcandalous 
caule, which he is now embarked in, to flock 
with&-& more of l& own feather. And when 
we have bereft our antqgonj/? of the ?TWZ who 
helped him to pill his ewaJions, eguitjocatzbs, 
and mental re/irvaticns; how eafy will it be to 
run down an heretic, that hath nothing but 
reajs and Jh-iptme left to fupport his caufe : 
reafon md fcripture, two weak iitpports, when 
fet in competition with the en3ims of this w&d, 
which ought to be employed by ur’, the vice- 
gerenis of Chr$? *, for rflrainiq ofenders a- 
gain3 241, and to kelp in awe the rii/iut-birs of tle 
hmh’s peare and unity. Let the bishop rc- 
member the fate of John Hu/j, Jerome of , 
Prag 2, Cranmcr, Ridley, Latimrr, and the refi 
of the remarkable difturbers of the churcA’s 

tm’ry ; and whatever ill-grounded opinions he 
may have entertained concerning us, becaufe 
we wear the name of prctflant, I can af?hre 
him, he would find he had a IUO@ MZ-@ to 
defend, were UT: intrufled with thofe engi?:es 
of this world, by which our happy brethren 
beyond Tea daily preferve the authority, peat:, 
and zkty of the churrh 

* Snap’s firit Letter, p. 2~). 
VOL. III. D b-3 nrrng 
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Having thus fully confuted the Whop’s arw 
guments, and fettled the viregerency &J Ctb-flg 
kingdom in the popes tiII the r$rmation ; the” 
where it now continues, I neither dare nor wil{ 
bluntly &irm : In order to put ia every honeft 
&rchman’s mouth a defence sf our pla,n of 
thtrrch-ghuernment, 1 fiaJ1 l+y down a ;Ihort fpe- 
cimen of it, fsunded on t$e fq-goiqg ch~-~h- 
Maxims. And to do this with more eaEe (iince 
I have proved that the kiirgdom of Ch& not- 
withfianding all texts to the contrary, may be 
e,f h’s world) I will liken it to fbmerbing thqt 
is a&ally now in ihis world, and that ihall be 
to your Dionsun monarchy at Eaton, 

Firit then, as you fit fupreme governor, en- 
compared round with fcclrlar eqgines, and vefi- 
ed with power to feet them on work, for the 
terrifying and keeping in awe ail thofe, who 
attempt to diiturb theteace of yourjhool: So 
our grand viregerent (whether ,he be a pope, 
a king, an archbifhop, or a colle&ive body of 
clergy) ought to Gt fugreme En t”ne fpiritud 
kingdom, af?i&.d with fecular engines, and 
veited with .power to fet them at work, as often 
as the peace and tinily of the cbuf-~@aN be 
molefled. 

As you have the /ame powers 4th the firff 
mafier ,thrt ever taught in your fchool, which 

were 
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were handed down to you by the preceding 
mafier, and which, when you leave the f~hool, 
you will tranfmit to another, who will upon his 
demifion fubflitute likewife anot her, the1 eby to 
perpetutate a jkc@ota of /&:I ~I&PTS at Eaton : 
Soour prefent fpiritual head of the church hath 
thefime powers with the firft vicegerpnt dele- 
gated to him; which powers, when he can no 
longer remain fupreme on earth, will be tranf- 
mitted to others, who are to perpetuate a /f(x~j- 
j&n of/irc.Jj vicegerents Ihrough u/lJticreedin~ ages 
of the werkd. 

As in youc Eatonian Kingdom it fometimes 
happens, that when negative d$buragfments, 
are not fufficient to keep your Cubjec’ts in or- 
der, you apply po#;ve ~un@ments, and that 
effe&ual eng&e the rad: So in our ecclefiafti- 
cal kingdom, when little negative dr$cu?age- 
?ne?ztS, fuch as orcujonal and fchi/m bilh, are 
found infufficient towards preferving ch~ch 
unitjf, a pojtive application of finer and p:nn!ties, 

and Cometimes of jCe andfaxgot is not a me- 
thod wholly difpleafiag: to fiaunch churchmen 
.-at bottom. 

As none of your children have any right to 
judge for themfelves, or to quellion your infal- 
ii bility in expounding the rl~fizfis, even though 
you taught that Bavius and MaGus were 

D2 better 
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better poets than 1?&2;f or Ho&ce: So none 
of thofe bubes the la&y Should pretend to judgg 
for themfelves, or queition the church’s intert 
yretations of Suiptw+ but receive them as 
inf;;rllille; nay, they- ought to fubmit to the 
church’s authority, though ke taught that hares 
and Bdhrmifre were greatgr divipgs than St, 
P.&and St. yamer. 

As no 60~ ought to plead ccmf~kgce for be- 
ing abfent from /(hog/, or refuting to come to 
repetiticn, or for not performing any iufi you 
Ihall fet him: So no layman ought to plead 
copfcience for not coming to rlJu~ch, or for re- 
fufing to join in the common-prayer, or for noX: 
fubmitting to all the irnpoj#ipu &e churt~ fha,ll 
think fit to lay upon him. 

Laitly ; As you haw many vice-preceptors, 

mho a& under you, and Ihark with’you in all 
the privileges ofyour government, as well as in 
teaching and punishing your fubje&s, who 
cannot call thofe vice-preccliors to an account 
wirhout rebelling ag6nfI your power : So ,our 
jjir-i!rral govern r bath US -his deputy gwernors 
to 3&I under him, as well in teaching and pu- 
a;~?~ing, as in all other exer&s of dominion 
UVLK the laity, who are not to queition UI his 
;,;ij U/~ZUS for any thing we do. 

ThRs 



Thus have I fhewn you, learned do&or, 
that the laity are no better than fihool-boy<, 
whore reafon, whore confciences, whofe backs, 
and Gdes, in Short, whore body and fouls 
ought to be under our difcipline. This is the 
glorious chud+eme we ought to itand by. 
This is what the wife and politic among us 
have always been endeavouring to eflablifll. 
Since the bi/(hop of Bangor therefore, and a fert 
of free-ihiitrbing Zahy pretend that every man 
has a right 10 judge for him/-elf, which deltroys 
our whole goodly defigns at once ; let all 
hone0 churchmen, fuch as you and I, join 
heart .and hand in defence of our chu~ch’o 
power J let u5 leave no itone unturned to rn~ke 
our adverfaries charafier oditius ; for wliliL!x 
holy purpofe, let us run into comp.my, betr‘ly 
converfation, invent fcandal, and to fupp0r.t it, 
print children and ULU’ w.‘ves tales. Nay to f&e 
the church, let the raying of j%no be written in 
all our hearts, 

$‘ieL’tere,/i nequco, /uperos, arhcronta motlebt ; 

that is, 
7oJerve owr caHte, fyheaven fiouldprove unciull, 
JY?e’U humbly craue aJ$‘ance of the deuil. 

So till another occafion, I remain, 
Reve; end S I R, 

25cur mo/? hhmt Ze fervanf, 

03 S. T. 
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N. Il. By church, clergy and churchmen, Z 
do not mean tho&e of our gown in general, 
but only thofe chofen veffels that are chiefly 
zeaIous for our power, and our dign+, and OUY 
rishes. And in this fenfe I defire you, reverend 
Sir, to underftaad there words throughout ~3)t 
Ielter-, 
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‘, HE lord ‘bifiop of Bangor having 
replied CO our wortliy brother Shcr- 
lock’s mdt “learned and can@znt vin- 

dication of thofe locks and bolts of our excel’- 
lent church, the corporation aad teJ aAs ; and 
believing that great mm is now perfectly tirti 
with the low and tea&s work of anfwering 
his lordship; I fhall, in his d’efence, and under 
pour patronage, fully confute, not only all his 
3lordfhip has raid in his lafi book, but all he 
hns at any time faid, or alall at any time here- 

D5 after 
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afrer fay, in defence of the common rights oy 
uanbind; and fhall hew that a11 national 
churches have and may deprive men of as many 
of thofe rights as they think fit; and in order 
to it, may make ufe of any means, tho’ never ’ 
To improper, even of what his IordIhip calls a 
profiitutivn of the holy facrament ; and may 
iaRiA any penalties on thofe, who, agreeable 
to thofe cdmmon right of mankind, dare to 
difagree with any fuch eflabliihed national 
church. 

I Ly, rmt-end Sir, I fhall do all this, in an 
wddrefs to you ; becaufe, how well foever the 
m$‘er of the temple may have dcfinded theie 
points, or any other very fkeign to them, in- 
the conrfe of this debate with his lordfhip > 
I know that motley writer wiil readily confent 
that your charaOeP fliould be mofi confpi- . 
WOWS in the cl&e of this controverfy ; and; 
notwirhflanding his indef:atigable-pains3 would5 
g:ladly be now not Co much as thought of, thee, 
you may finish gloriouflj what you at fir0 Co 
fagaciouily begun. Therefore, that I may 
not rob you of any applaufe, at the &me time 
I revive your name in the world, I &all bor- 
HOW my main argument from a pafigein your 
/&nd letier * ; and which, I think,+continues irs, 
every edition. 
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Having in the former letter unanfwerably 
’ made appear that our fucceffion of bifhops is 

uninterrupted from the apoftles, and that your 
pofition, that they are veiled with the fame 
powers, is therefore undeniably true : I be- ’ 
Jieve you doubt not of my abilities for the pre- 
f&t undertaking ; wherein I fiall maintain a- 
nother of your remarkable afirtions, and on 
which, as I ihall make appear, the whole itrefs , 
of the controverfy depends, viz. ‘ That ever 
c iince miracles ceafed, the temporal powers 
6 were commifioned by Chri:lt, in their Bead, 
‘ to aid and a&it his fpiritual vicegerents, the 
‘ church.” From whence it will plainly follow, 
that the rehgion efiablifhed by SW2-I tempo- 
ral powers, that is, the eccle/i@icat conJjliiution 
ef any re&, is of equal divine authority, as 
ehat which obtained by the power of miracles. 
[I have dignify’d the word)& with capitals, 
that every reader may fee 1 intend to draw no 
ronclufions hurtful to the which, when I con- 
fider the temporal magifirate as Chrift’s com- 
mifioaer : FOF I defsre here it may be remarked 
once for aH, that his commifion is only valid, 
when ‘t&s exerted in aid ZWU.I affifiauce of Chriit’s 
fpiri~ual oicegerents, the rl~q-> ] 

. I &all not concern myfelf how far this argu- 
gaent extends, or what influence it will have 

436 cm 
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en churches efiabliked by Mahomettiv or Pa& 
gun temporal powers; but at preient ma11 
confine what I have to Cay to,outc own eccle- 
fiaftical conflitution, eitablilhed by CbriJ’3i 
commificmer, the civil magiflrate :’ Andd fhali 
fhew that-the bishop of R. has widely miflake? 
the principle upon which this eflablifhment, 
which he calls the reformation, was fettled’; 
which was, not &zt of every man% right to 
judge for himfelf; but that of the temporal 
magiflrate’s right to judge what eftabhihmenr 
to Cettle : And therefore, that all, who arc 
fubje& of tBe temporal magifii-ate, ought te 
be the fubje&s of fuch his ecclefiafiical efla- 
bliihment: The argument, as I have coJle&b 
from your book, flands thus: 

Chrifk commifioned, fpiritual vicegerents m 
a& under him 5 to make now laws, &. 

To inforce which new 1ms9 tiracles 
Gxnetime continued in the church. 

were 

But miracles. ceafing, Chrift com,mifGone& 
likewife temporal vicegerents to aid* and afiifis 
his fpiritual vicegerentq in putting their neu~ 
laws in execution ; and. to add civil fin&hns,s 
by virtue of that commifion. 

And that civil governors have this commif- 
fion from Chrifi; of being nur/jng-fithrr and’ 

nur- 
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mrj?g-mothers to his fpirftual vicegerents, and! 
of puniOGng all difinters from their fettle? 
merit ; you plainly prove by an evident prO; 
pfecg, and from the chti/liae example of Da 
vid, who hated right fire the enemies of the , 
c&d, even as though they were his own. enemieh 

To apply this your account of Chriit’k 
kttlement of vicegerents, fpiritual and tempo* 
ral, to the ecclefiaftical~ conltitution. of Eng! 
km-/, 

Oar biffiops (or cl’ergy) are unihterruptedi 
Gcceffors of Chriit’s fpiritual vicegerents,,deleW 
gated by him to make new Zkws, kc.. 

At prefent there are no miiacles to fuppor% 
their new laws. 

Therefore our temporal’ powers are u>mmii- 
Goned by Chrifi to,aid and a&it the fpiritual: l 

vicegerents,, tlie clergy, UC., 

Accordingly (wr temporal’ governors‘ have 
added civil fanh’ims and penalties, in aid an& 
&fiance of the new’ Zawr enaAed by thefe 
chrifi?s fpiritual’an&- temporal vicegerents. 

And how conformable. our pra&ice is ta 
&e behaviour of thk P”Zkj, needs not to be. 
mentioned ; for we; bat+ r&k&p wll wbc~di$ 

4c 
R pm u4 - . . 3 
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I know, Sir, tha; many arguments and ob; 
$.9ions have been brought againfi the tern- 
poral magiitrate’s power in religion ; and that 
‘twill be Gid this example of David’s cannot 
be urged to chriliians, who are commanded toi 
Z~ve their enemies; yet, I doubt not, but you 
have a fufficient anfcver to every fuch little 
cavil. In the mean time, the reader is defire& 
to obferve, that in defending ecclefiaflical con- 
Ititu!ions, ‘ti.s not fo much as pretended that 
the laws of Chrifi, (which are the chriitiam 
religion) but the new laws of his vicegerents, 
(which are the efiablifllment) are to be defend- 
ed. And how necerary their defence has 
tiniverfaily been thought, may be judged from 
the rigour with which all oppofers have ever 
been treated. For as you fay, -j- On what 

. would his lordflip have our cdurrh depend? On 
God’s procdideme, wib he fay ? On the promz,6 
of C/jr92 ? I admire your anfwer to fuch de- 
genders of an eftabl&ed church : * A very 
g/orious encou~ugement, I coifd; ; UJecurify that 
r/lnnotfail ! No, my good lord of BaPzgor, we 
know better the means of fecuring et?ablifh- 
merits, than to admit of a,ny rights in common 
$0 mankind, which we imagine may endangec . 
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the church’s : And as OUP brother Sherl~k 
has learnedly proved, bolts and bars are a far 
fironger, and therefore a far better defence, 
than reafon OP argument, or any of Chriit’s; 
prom&s,. 

As to what his fordhip has urged, that ths 
fame methods ofdefending efiablifhed churches 
urould as effetiually have prevented the Pprend- 
.mg of chrifianity itfelf, and would have pre- 
vented the reformation obtaining at all, and 
will prevent it where it is not: I b+fiy an- 
fwer, that his Iordfhip’s objefiion, with refpefi 
te chrifiianity, is entirely foreign to the pur- 
pole : For the queition is not; What would 
f&our or prejudice chr(/z’inrzi~ ; but, What 
will favour or prejudice the church ? And as to* 
the reformation i&S, ‘tis plain, and muft be 
fo acknowledged by us, that at that time 
Ehrifi’s temporal vicegerents a&ted too mucia 
againit the church ;. and might poGbIy have 
ruin’d the church, if the ipiritual vicegerents 
had not exerted themfelves, and prevented its 
going farther. But however that was, ‘tis 
certain, that the reformation itfeif was begad 
by the temporal, magiffrate’s power, fupported 
aad carried on by the magi&rate’s power, and 
oarried) on no farther than the magifIrnte7~ 
power gcrmitti:, 
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I know, indeed’, there were many perfonq 
then, as well as before, who &timed d right of 
private judgment I But that right was fo fat 
from beiog the founddtiou of‘thr Reformation, 
in r~~‘lt~ ; that, when the civil mlgiitrate had 
e&&cd the reformation, that right was not 
oni? ntit allowed, but every man, who differed 
i[: t$e lcalt from any eitablifhed church, was, 
dcclarcd, as before, a heretic or ,i-chifmatic. 

* Nay, ar -i-e Gx of the reformation, when the 
tempo-r21 viceg I c-n t Q fhought fit to take off 
odium trots;? ‘ome, who before were deemed 
the fchiim~~tirs, aud to declare them Chrifi’s 
@ritual vicegtrents, in the room of the dif- 
placed 01x5 ;, this gave little countenance ta 
the right of private judgment ; the men who 
obtained this favour being only thofe, whofe 
known principles’agreed with, the do&ine and 
worship efiablifhed by the temporal powers.. 
They knew beeter things, than to keuue every 
mm to make ths btjj of his bibh; which was 
only left in f&t to be conMted by every marU 
in order to fupport what was then efiabliked, 
not to difcover any thing contrary to it.. 
Which I think undeniably plain, from hence, 
that notwithflanding mankind have generally, 
by the licentious de of icripture and reafonl 
Ence the reformation, feen the.falfity of manp 
&&iqs then eflablifhed, they have not .yet .- 

PH 
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bad power to make their general judgment 

’ cancel fuch eftablified doCZrines ; for fear left 
the right of private judgment being allowed, 
it might thew many my/t&G to be only thofe 
of iniquz’ty ; and prove dangerous in the iirue * 
t@ the power of the prieflhood. 

And, I believe, reverend doflor, we may 
challenge any one to fhew that this founda- 
tion-principle, as his lordfhip calls it, has met 
at any time, or in any country, where the re- 
formation is eftablilhed in one national church, 
with better treatment, than at firff : Nay, Co 
far are ChrifYs/rpiri~zxaZ vicegerents from at all 
approving it, that I challenge any one to deny 
that it has not met with much worfe, where 
the temporal aidsrs and afi$‘ers have not rea 
arained the hands of the church P 

From all which it plainly follows, that ec; 
clefiaflical confiitutions, however reformed, 
are fo far from allowing this right confifiently, 
or owing their fettlement to this right, that 
they have done all in their power to banifh 
fuch a right out of the world ; which, if once 
admitted, they have thought might endanger 
every eltablihment in it. ‘*Iis not dean Sh~r- 
lock alone, but every writer in Enghd again4 
diirenters, who has ridiculed this right ; and , 
moQ fore@ proteflants, as well as papiits, 

have 
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have treated every claimer of this right with 
the highefi reproaches, and fometimes with the 
feverefl penal ties. 

‘)ris true, we do not always lodge this right 
folely, or at all, in the temporal powers, when 
we argue on this head ; but we conltsntly and 
tmiformly keep it oltt of rhe hands of private 
men, when difputing with fchifmatks: Nor 
have any been Co weak as to affert this claim 
equaIly for all men, but in difputes with the 
Roman catholicks ; which was owing to not 
confidering the reformation as the effeLCt of 
power, rather than of the prevalence of trut‘h. 
For however truth might then accidentalEg 
prevail, our concern fince has been ‘rather for 
the excellent eltablilhment of bifhopricks, dea- 
neries and other emoluments of the church 
that remained to it, than for any of the docq 
Fines determined to be true at the reforma- 
tion. Nor have we at any time deviated from 
this regard ; for tho’ it is certain, that molt 
of the do&ines then fettled, we now difbe- 
lieve ; yet we have appeared, at all times, with 
great zeal againit every private innovator, who 
either would not implicitly iubfcribe our 
church’s articles, and fubmit to her determina- 
tions ; or who, after fuch fubkription, has 
dared public!tly to queflion their truth, This 

be- 
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behaviour of ours proceeding not from our own 
approbation of the do&inss, or diflike to the 
principles avowed by fuch perfoas we con- 
demned ; but from a fear IefI the integrity of 
thofe perfons should lead them on farther, and 
thereby lay open the pales of the church, in 
fuch a manner as to admit others to enjoy its 
good things. And I doubt not but I could 
produce fuch infiances of our zeal on there 
occafions, as might fufficientlp deter others 
from daring to fcru-ple or coat&i& tip de& 
fion of the church, Nag, if our hands were 
not now tied up, and the temporal powers did 
not refufe their necefiry aid, his lordfllip of 
Bangor, might feel - more than 1 ihalt 
irry fit prefenr, 

Wljon the whole, ‘tls maniMty obvio& 
that all eltablifhed churches, the refp\rwed ss 
well- ss.romzMIs5 hate cieeled this right of 
ptivate judgment to all theit- members : And 
if enquired into, ‘twill be found likcwife that 
all fyoods and councils ha-ve determined at all 
tities againfi the tillo~ance of this right; and 
have cenfurcd and condemned every man, who 
has been known to make ufe of it, contrary to 
the judgment of any efiabliked church : Nay, 
‘twill be found, upon examination, that even 
many of thofe who have contended for it, have 

have 
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have afterwards given it up, and difclaimed tf, 
and fometimes have wrote and atied violently 
againit it. So prevalent is the f&cc of truth- 
Or fomething elfe. 

I come now to conider the/;arram&~Z #fj;, 
which was made for the farther fecuring ou? 
ecclefiaitical conititution, when we had the aid 
and afMance of Chrifi’s commifioned officer, 
the civil magifirate : And I doubt not but his 
lordlhip’s account of that wili be found equal- 
ly repugnant to truth, with his account-of the 
reformation. 

As to what is hid about proflituting an in- 
flitution of our blefled Lord’s to a purpofe of 
this world, which was ordained folely to a 
purpofe of another ; I think, reveverrd Sir, it 
has likewife no place in the prefent debate.: 
Nor if it had, I cannqt fee it will anfwer any 
purpofe of his lordfhip’s in that part of the 
argument I am about to refute. For admit- 
ting fuch an afi of parliament as the lej’ aA is, 
to be a profiitution of a law of Chrifi; I be- 
lieve his lordlhip will not deny but the le- 
giflators at that time, might pafs fuch a 
law : Nor can I fee that his lordship )r;ns 
proved they could not enaA it for one of the 
gmtrury cads Dr. Shtrhck has. aagned, unleb 

,hi4 
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$is lord&p can prove, that legiflators have 
at 3.U times known the end for which they 
q&e laws ; and that they have always feen the 
laws they make anfwer theends they propofed 
b, them. The contrary of which, I think, 
‘his lordlhip has proved in the cafe of civil pe- 
nal ties. Indeed I do not fay, it could be 
e&ted for a proof of a man’s af&%on to our 
ecclefiafiical efiablifhment ; but if his lordhip 
will call it weaRn$, I’ll venture to fay the) 
were weak enough to eaafi it, in order to 
keep out of offices all fuch who were not 19 
aReaed to .our eccleGafiica1 eitablifhment, as 
to prefer .it to spy ot,hcj-! 

The argumenas his lordfhip has brougmht 
againft ~fuc,h a proflitution of an appointnyn$ 
of Chdt to a different qurpofe, I ahow, might 
have their weight wi(.h cbriflians, as Jw/J. 
But, I beg his lordship to confider us as fettled 
by ecclefiafiical and temporal vicege,rents of 
ChriA ; by laws of the land, in making of 
which the various tempers of mankind were 
interefied ; t.ho’, as J have proved before, ex- 
aNy agreeable to your fcheme of Chrifi’s 
fettlement : I fay, let his lordship confider 
this, and ‘twill entirely overthrow all his ar- 
guments ; and he will find that what ought 
firongly to &Fe& chriflians RS cbra$‘kns, can- 

not, 



kg. The Pillars of PRIESTCRAFT 

not, by any ptwer of his Iordlhig’s, at all in- 
fluence eitablithed churches. To be a chrif- 
tian, his lord&rip will find to be one thing, and 
tto be a member of an efiablifhed church, ano- 
.ther ; and fometimes, another very different 
from even the poflibiiity of being a chriitian. 

However unchriflian therefore perfecution 
.may be in itfelf, yet when ‘tis thought necefGry 
‘by an eftablifhment for [elf-defence ; or how- 
ever profane, the proftituting qn infiitution 
eiteemcd by ali chriftians the mofi facred : 
Yet when Chriit’s temporal vicegerents fee 
<either or both of there neceflary, for the felf- 
defence, or plcafure, of his fpiritual vicege- 
sents.; they become cgmm.endqble, and fit to 
be defended by fuch great men as the worthy 
.dean of C~Sirhe/fer* has fiewn himfelf through- 
out the prefent controverfy. 

I confefs while 1 was writing the above, I 
was not fo fully fatisfied in your proof of the 
commi@on Chrifi has given to his fpiritual 
vicegerents, and temporal vicegcrents, to make 
HEW laws fo Geemingly contradi&ory to his 
own : But as I doubt not of your capacity to 
make that appear, I 01311 proceed in juitifying 
whatever fhall be done by fuch commifGoners, 

* Dr. Shphck, lay bi&op of Lonu’on. 
II hill 
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I fhali next reverend Sr’r, confider the necef- 
&ty of civil pena!tiez on account of tnere differ- 
ences in religion ; whereby all men may fee 
:the unreafonablenefs of repealing any law, 
,which ena& any fuch penalty ; I mean the 
Nnreafopablenefs at greceent af repealing ths 
.ucaJonuJ agd /chiJn ~8s. 

To .praue the uecefity of fuch penal laws, 
9 need only call them fiyd$nce, (a4 the ju, 
,dicious Dr. Sk&k has done ;) and ‘twill be 
{ufficieot. Every man has fo feeling a fenfe of 
&If-defence, that ‘twill jultify the knocking a 
heretic or fchilmatic on the head, as eafily 11s 
,the excluding him from ap 06% : And there- 
&ore our ditinters, initead of complaining of 
the mderafe penalties now laid upon them, 
should thank God our apprehenfions of felf- 
defence have not made it necefiry tdimprifon 
or murder them. For what may’n t we fear 
from thofe wicked people, who will not fubmit 
to Chrifi’s commifioned vicegerents, if they 
should get power, and fancy themfelves vice- 
,gerents too, and go on to fancy, that for their 
feIf-defence they might per&cute us, who 
would then neceK&-ily diKent from their new 
IWS, bc@uEe we are kxe we are now in the 
right. 

4 The 
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The obje&ion againit Force being a proper 
means of perfuafiqn, we readiIy admit. But 
then this obje&ion is fo far from condemning, 
that it approws our gra&x. For as our 
defign ,is feif defence, it mult be allowed it is 
very likely to prevent perfua.fion ; and there- 
fore very likely to prevent any heretic’s 0-r 
&hifmatic’s return to the church, who geneT 
rally are fond of truth and convi&ion, and 
U&D, as $%have obferved before, if in the church 
might make mad ~work. 1,own the .cafe of 
thoCe men may feem very hard to all who have 
not a due regard to the felf-defence of the 
church ; <but ihat duly confidered will clear 
qp all d&ulties. For at the fame time that 
we fhut fchifmatics out of the church, and 
punish them for their being fo, and ufe the 
mofi probable .means of keeping them out ; 
we weigh what dangers might accrue to the 
church, aud for her felf-defence on,Ij we thus 
punifh fuch maligmants, 

‘Tis to be prefumed that a very reverena 
prelate had well pondered this fcheme of 
church-felf. defence, when, inftead of confent- 
ing to the repeal of any of her fecurities, he 
would haveguarded her by new penalties, from 
Euffering any of her members to innovate even 
in the molt fpeculative points. He doubtlefs 

well 
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well confidered how much the pexe of the 
church depended upon cur&rig the unbounded 
ufe of reafon ; and therefore gravely and w:Cely 
propofed to ftop all enquiry, thc:eby to feecure 
her quiet and repofcl. 

In fhort, reverend $2, all penalties, x~gafisz!e 
or po/itive, if ufed for the good of the church, 
are proper means, and fit to be ufed. By 
them we keep all the offices, and confequently 
all the incomes, of the church, in the hands of 
good churchmen; ,that is, of men who know 
how to value them : Thereby we keep good 
churchmen in the Aate; that is, thofe in it, 
who augment rather than decreafe our power: 
And.thereby, in way of {elf-defence, all the 
blefings of this world are equitably taken our 
of the hands of others, and fecured to tbofe 
of the church. 

I krow this lafi method of denying to others 
the fame rights with us churchmen, andwhich, 
,as you fay, is only a negative difcouragement, 
has been ridiculed by our adverfaries as impo- 
litic ; and I have lateiy feen a paper, + (whore 
continuance rna”l prove fatal to the churc.h; as 
it .-encourages what the church has alivays 
mofi dXcouraged, free-tkinkin~ and free en- 

* 7/le Free-thinker, Dec. 22, 17 18. 
VOL, IIT, 

<’ 
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quiry :) which has affcrtcd this bn~~e~fk,t~:n ’ 
to be SLY heixlt of fc/& ; and has proved tht if 
Illat be juftifi~ble, the bqu?tlLn is more fo, 
TO which I reply ; that all petfecution, as f 
have proved before, is allowed to be jufiifiable, 
if thought necefky for the felt-defence of the 
church. At prefent modera+e penalties are 
thought fufficient ; at leafi no more can be 
obtained from the aiders and ~J$‘w, the civil 
powers : But if we fho~ld fee danger encreak, 
(and our enemies cannot deny but we fee 
danger, at leafi as foon as it appears,) the 
clergy are a watchful guard, and would foon 
give the alarm ; and, if they had intereit e- 
nough with the magiltrate, \vouId not fail to 
augment their fecurities, aud carry on their 
fclf-defence, till they should not be upbraid-ed 
with doing things by halves. 

ho prove this, I need but mention the con-- 
dttfi of a vigilant churchman even while our 
sion GO in tears, and power is kept too much 
cmt of our hands. No fooner did he hear of. 
the fpreading of latitudinarianifm, by condemn- 
ing the abr.4fi of co~fi~u?zs of faiih ; but he pub- 
Mhes a leftfr * to prohibit the author preach- 
ing in any of the Frenrh pulpits : He has 

-Ut Ste this Ic~ftr in Mr. Rg’s account OF Frtp.yh 
pel fecutic n , a,rpenAx. 

pot 
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not recourfe to the low method df reafon an3 
argument ; but exerts authority, and gains 
the heretic. knd we have feen, but a few 

. days fince, the fJme great man’s care for cur 
T,@ ho,)failb, and for the peace and qui,t of the 
fburch, in a circular let& to his i~zcuv,bentr : 

Which being writ v,iith fingular ger~~icuizy, L 
refer the reader toit. 

So that thofe who infu’ult our ienity, may fee 
from hence, and other infiances 1 might ‘bring; 
that, if webad fuf’kient authority, they might 
have lefs reafon to fneer at our forbearance, 
The difobedient of every kind would then feel 
<he full force of ME-defence ; and be taught 
more mod&y than to think differently from 
what is eflabliffled. PO; though mrreopinions 
can never be hurtful in themfelves to any ft.+. 
ciety ; yet in the t1!3zz!-ck they are equally pu- 
nibable with the vilelt prCIAices ; as they 
betray an oppolition in the judgment to the 

’ determined fenfe of the church, LUKI thereby 
bring her aut!vrity into qu&ion ; Whkh, next 
her wealth, is the great thing PO be contended 
for. 

You fee, reverend Sir, the many reafons 
there are to continue the laws now in force 
sgainfi cUTenters : How neceflary they are HOP 

E:z 
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the i;lf. defence and fecurity of all that’s valu- 
able in the church ; and the imminent dangers 
it would be expofed to, if thtfe laws were 
repealed. DiKenters would then be thought 
as hone0 as churchmen, and as capable of 
places of profit and truft ; and thereby a li- 
berty be given to all men to think differently 
from the judgment of our ecclefiaitical confii- 
tution, without their fear of lofing any thing by 
it ; and how many do&rines and pra&ices of 
our church may then be departed from, let 
every true churchman think of with horror. 

We believed indeed, that the old fubfiantial 
reafon that it is not now the time, would have 
prevented even the attempt of a repeal ; but 
feeing that has not had its ufual weight, but 
the bill is gone through one houfe, I have 
thought it neceffary to urge all the other ar- 
guments that can be urged to hinder its fuc- 
cefs in the houfe of commons ; and I doubt 
not of your thanks and the thanks of all 
itaunch churchmen, fuitable to my Service. 

Perhaps that part of my letter about the 
Jarramntal I~J ma)r;be thought needlefs, as 
the claufe was rej4e.d in the upper hot&e, 
which related to it i But though nothing 
should be attempted farther in its repeal, I 

thought 



thought proper to prcfs the arguments on its 
fide, as far as I could, that all perCons may fee 
how well the topic of felf-defence will bear 
out any eftabliked church, in whatever it fhnll 
do for that end. I 

But let us fuppofe, that other reafons Ihoui,l 
prevail with fome in the houfe of commons, 
and that not only the claufe relating to the 

facrnnmtal tcJ7, but even another claufe of the G 
mofi extenfive nature , $+uld be admitted 
into the bill ; what dr&‘dful outcries might 
we not raife ! That you may the better judge 
of what I mean, I Ml infert the claufe as ‘tis 
handed about in print. 

(I W HEREAS in a late aQ ma& 
SC prinro Gul. & Ma. for exempting 
4‘ their majefiies protenant diffenting fubjeas 
‘6 from feveral penalties, WC. there are feveral 
‘6 reftrifiions and limitations, whereby divers 
(4 of his majefiies peaceable and good i^ubjeCts 
‘C are left uncapable of the benefit of the Lid 
6‘ exemption : Therefore for the cafe and 
‘c quieting the minds of all fuch his majeity’s 
‘I gdod protefiant fubje&, be it ena&ed, UC. 
St that every onewho ihall, initead of the feveral 
cc fubfcriptions ‘and declarations therein re- 
6‘ quired, declare and fubfcribe his unfeigned 

E3 ‘I airent 
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CC afint to, and belief of, the hoIy ch$ian 
SC religion, as contained in the fcriptures of 
“ the oM and new tcfinment, and of the creel/, 
Cc commonly called the,apcjTles cr.eetl, and ihall 
L4 alfo take the oath, UC* and mnl;e the decla- 
a6 ration againa popery, in the i;id a& rcquir- 
“ ed ; fM1 have the full benefit of all the fa;d 
‘( exemptions by that aA inten’ded, in the Came 
‘4 manner as if he had performed all the con- 
‘( ditions and qualificaxions by that a& hither- 
“ to required ; any thing in the faid a& or in 
“ any other a& to 
“ noSwiML~nding, 

the contrary in any wifq 

You cannd but fee to what a dreadful ltate ’ 
we mufi be reduced, ihouId fuch claufes obtain. 
The church would, by the repeal of the ~9, 
be left much more nnguarded, than by the 
repeal of the occa/ional and/;cl61+5n a&s ; becaufe 
many of the fchifmatics, having too much 

jkmzin~ coafcience, will itill be kept out if the 
latter obtains, rather than proflitute an inlti- 
tution of Chriit’s to the purpoies we have 
appointed : But by the removal of the ~PJ, 
and the admiifion of the other claufe, our 
church will be lo laid open, that cbri$anity 
alone will be made the tefi. There will then 
be an end of the power of)me over the con- 
fciences of others ; and men will be led to form 
their judgments, only by the Iaws of the gof- 

P& 
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pel, and the motives of another world. If fuch 
pernicious clnules should be ena&d, the dif- 
turbers of the church’s rep@ wou!J have nc) 
,ot-her refiraint, but the precepts of chtiltinniiJ’; 
and all uniformity in fentiment would be ab+ 
liihcd, but what arifes from truth, and ajxlre 
enquiry afier it. Hy thefe and a few fuch 
means, chriflinnity would be reduced to the 
condition, in which Chrifi left it ; and all the 
many, and frequently contrary, decifions of 
t?re church in.41 ages given up to theunerring 
-d&fions of Chrifi, of which then every man 
will be allowed to judge fbr himfelf, and not 
the church for him. Chrifi’s fpiritual vice- 
tierents mufi then fubmit to ChliR ; and his 
iempoial oicegerents ti’ould then no longer aid 
&ii afirit tfiem iii E;ti tt3g their &SW I&w3 in 
Executiori. fh &or’t, tHere would then be an 
ehd of your famous fcheme of ticegerents. 

Let the melancholiy confideration of thefe 
things, bring you, reverend donor, from your 
feat at Eaton; and make you fufpend your ar- 
dous gpplication to the rl~@s for a while; to 
attend the finking caufe of the church, I 
might alarm you and othei’s on this occafion, 
in your own pathetic manner, awake, ye 
Snapes ! ye Shet-his ! ye Canons! ye it 
ccfera’s of the ccmmitiee ! Are ye all afleep 
. E4 when 



avilen your honpuc and your darling fchemq 
of church-pow& is at itake ! Is there none of 
::c;ur fraterni:y that have rnpcity, leijke or 
inci’mticn for this neceffary work ? For fhame, 
i;lt us not fit ftill ; but let all tongues and all 
i;ens be employed in the honefi purpofe of 
;-if d~$zce; \~e know all things are lawful, if 
zxpediept fqr khe welfare of the church : Let 
iome of us t.h.erefore cafi calumnies on the 
t;rent author of this. mifchief, that enemy of 
GUI‘ power, and afirter of the liberties of man- 
kind : Let us endeavour to make him appear 
foIemnly perjured ; as injuring the charafier of 
our Lord and Saviour ; and as deltroying a1.l 
the common notions of right and wrong, ‘if 
they happen to fiand in the way ; or elfe 1s 
us exhibit him to the populace, as a whining, 
complaining, low and tedious writer, fit only 
to make women and children weep ; or elfe as 
artful cunning and prevaricating; and all this, 
only in order to advance his own worldly in-. 
terefi and advantage. 

Let us not be weary in well-doing ; but let 
us go on clamouring for the church, and re- 
proaching all we diflike as enemies to it. Let 
us talkloudly of Secret defigns among the dif- 
ienters ; reprefent them all as fchifmatics ; and 
all fchifmatics in a itate of damnation; and 

tlm 
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then when we have hut them out of God’s 
favour, ‘twill not be difficult to make them 
hated by men. 

Above all, let the pulpits ring, on the great 
anniverfary of this month, of the mifchief 
perpetrated in the times of confufion ; let us 
charge it all on the diflenters, and on any part 
of them that we would have appear mofi odi- 
ous ; and let us charge it upon them, not as 
accidentally done by them, or as provoked to 
it by any ill ufage ; but as neceflarily flowing 
from their principles ; which we cannot then 
render too monltrous : Charge them as hating 
alI government ; as enemies to all chriitians, 
but thofe of their own party ; but efpecially 
charge them with an hereditary averfion to 
every individual of the church of England, 

By thefe and the like means the populace 
may be wrought up to madncfs; and we 
know what et-F&s their madnefs produced 
in the late pious queen’s time, the great tem- 
poral vicegerent of Chrifi ; and what deva- 
ff ations followed all over the kingdoms; 
till at lafi fhe was fo enlightened as to part 
with her miniftry. But of that I need Cay no 
more; it being fresh in every one’s memory. 
Let us comfort and encourage ourfelves in 

Es the 
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the ufe of the fame means ; and thougR any 
bill fhould now pafs prejudicial to our ambi- 
tious hopes, we know not what changes we 
may be able to effe8 : At ieafl if we are n8t 
able to work upon the inffexible temper of 
the prefent temporal vicegerent, we fiall bp 
there godly methods have the plearum of em- 
barrafing and perplexing his affairs, as we did 
thofe of his predeceffor kiq hWh~. 

You fee, reverend Sir, I have done all thaL 
can be expefied from a cor~ry cura&z ; I have 
defended, upon your principle, the divine 
authority of our eftabliked church, as Cattle& 
by Chriit’s commi&ners the ci.vil magiftrates, 
in aid and alN.bnce 06 his. fpititual vice- 
geren ts, the &rgy. I ha= inforced the ne- 
cefTGfity of CubmiGon to fuch vicegereats upon 
the fame principles ; and have fhewn that there 
commi4Iionar.s of,Chri& may make ufe of any 
means, however wnchtXian, or improper, tQ 
&cure &ch ef)ablifhmewt; and may it-&& 
What penalties they pleafe 0~ all- diffenters 
from it, efpecially if they apprehend itI ncc& 
$ary for their felf-defence : To firengthen this 
argument, 1 have fhewn it to be the pra&ice 
of all churches, the reformed aa well as po- 
pifh, whenever thq.have at any time thought 
it proper, for. their felf- defense : Ash havq* 



laitly, added what advice I think proper to be 
taken in the prefent jun&ure, drawn from 
my obfervations on the praAice of all trcle 
churchmen. 

I have onIy to requefi of you and our bre- 
thren of influence, in return for thefe my la- 
bout-s, that, for the benefit of my bookfeller, 
you would recommend this fmall trac’t to all 
young clergymen and others, who preach 
charz+/ermons in the city of Londm and parts . 
adjacent, as containing proper hints for fuch 
compofures. Which will not only forward 
that h&able defign ; but will much oblige 

Reverend S I R, 

Your humble fervent, 
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CE?“TE$k 

Cccafioned by a Report, concetning I!!- 
jun&?ions and’ Probi&itions by A&h- 
7-i@; &c, + 

*7’hat this tra&.was written by bifhop H..zzd(r, 
tk judicious will fee from the fiyle, and manner of 
point&g, peculiar to the bffhop: and I’add~ADr, 
Bit& ctachu& bi&g Hm7’4~t be the~a&or. 

%rbai& 
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0initj. Upon which, you expoitulate with 
aa unufual warmth : You declare the prote- 

Jjant caujk, (confidered as difiiafi from the 
popi’,) to be lefe defiitute of all fupport ; and 
you conclude, at lafi, Tellit not in Gath, pub- 
lrj3 it not ijz the/reets of A/a/on. 

I do not at all wonder, that you abound 
in thob parts with all fuch reports andJorier, 
as carry any refiexion along with them upon 
the proteJant raufe. You are thin, perfe&ly 
furrounded with t&j, whofe bufiaefs it is to 
invent, propagate, and improve, every thing of 
that fort : As we have multitudes about this 
great city, to help forward the fame work ; and 
to difira& the minds of men from feeiag or 
improving the prefent glorious view of public 
happinefs, which God hath wonderfully placed 
before our eyes. Nor do I wonder that you, 
being perfuaded of the trurh of the report, 
fhould grow warm within at the uneafy 
thought of fuch g procedure ; becauce I know 
you to be a follower of Chr$, and not of any 
majer upon earth ; and a proteyant entirely 
upon that avowed principle of proteJ?anti/“m, 
viz. that all mm have, a right to ronf~lt the 
Scriptures, as the rule of their own faith and 
pratfice : Which I have heard you often affirm 
theg cannot be, udefs a perfeA liberty be Zeft for 

debating 
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rLJai;ng their true f’mfe, in all points, and ai 
all times equally. 

, But you will excufe me, if I do not exprefs 
t6e fame warmth of concern, upon the fame 

‘occafion ; when I tell you that I am Co far from 
believing the truth of the report, that I cannot 
help being confident that it is one of thofe nu- 
merous inven/ions, with which our popifi ad+ 
M--&S are continually at this time loading 
our caT(j, and keeping up the J’pirits of all in 
their intereJ : which, I tnufi tell you, would 
not be at the heighth they now are at, with- 
out the greaten art and management, 

Can I poflibly admit it into my thoughts, 
that my lords the Sifiops, than whom no men, 
upon that bench, fince the reformation, ever 
more thoroughly under-flood the ca.yj of reli- 
gion ; or flrenuoufly oppofed every degree of 
popery and antichr~~i~ni/m: Can I ever believe 
that per/h of fuch underfianding, and fuch 
integrity, can pofibly be embark’d in fuch a 
defign, which mufi in effeA deftroy the weight 
of all their own argumuzts againit the church of 
Rome; and not only weaken, but root up the 
foundation of the refoovmation itfelf ? Far be it 
from me, to entertain even the ~u$?u%z of it. 
Their lordflips underRand the grousds of pro- 
tfJant;/;n too well, to think of fuch methods. 

And 
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And the uadeniabIe evidence of fuch arglrments, 
as we have often difcourfed over, is too clear 
to them, I verily believe, ever to permit them 
to attempt the remedy of any imagined evil 
con,Gquences, at the expence of the ctri/lian 
caufe i tfelf. 

?f, when we write againa the pafip-l, it be 
true, that points, tho’ fettled by all rccl,$uJl’icat 
wthority, may and ought to be freely difcuffed 
and debated : knll it not be true, when ~8 
ourfcIves are concerned ! 

If we are glad, in all our debates with them, 
to fly to the Scriptures; and to declare tLenr to- 
be the rzlfe of fairh : Shali we xsot per&it that 
liberty to all others; which we can onIy claim, 
as it is the common right of all thri)‘lians, and 
not as anything appropriated to ourfelveS ? 

I1F the Scriptures be the rz& of my faith, 
indeed and not in words only : How can it be 
lo, if I be not to judge for myfelf, what is in it, 
and what is not ? For, if the determinations of 
others, are to bind me up, or tie me down, to 
fuch a pal titular interpretation; then, it is not 
the Scripture, which is the rule of my faith; 

but thofe detcrminntions of others, 



If the S&we be the rule of fuitb, and 
apon this very account, an nppcnZ conitantly 
to be made to it : How can this be done, if 
&bates and enquiries are fuppreflcd ? 

Tf it be the u~le offaS, it mufi be fo equaf- 
ly in nil points. If not in all points ; then in 
tie point. And, if in all; how can any one or 
more points be excepted, without giving UP 
the whole ? or declaring, that it fhall be our 
I u!e or not our t’zrlr, as we think fit ! 

Tf we be not infill;bh in all things ; we are 
not infall;ble in any one. A nd fo reciprocal1 y, 
if in any one; then are we equally infallible in 
al.4 But infall;biZity is laughed out of counte- 
nance, in all our difputes with the Rcman$. 
How is it pofibble then, to except any one 
c&rZe, or point, out of the number; without 
recurring to that infallibility, which we fo 
jultly explode ? can it poGbly be affirmed, 
that, tho’ we are not infallible in allour de- 
cifions; yet in this we are : and therefore 
ordain, that no farther light, can, or fhall, 
break in upon us ? 

If we be not infnllible, we may err. If we may 
erri we may err in all poims, equally. If in 4 

points ; 
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point; then in any one particular point. And 
fo, if we allow debates, and enquiries. in any ; 
there is no remedy : We are obliged, in con- 
fcience, to allow them in a II. 

If the whole proteJant caup be fo entirely 
built upon this, that it would never have fub- 
fifted in the world, but by calling all private 
perfons to the Scri+~rcs themfelves ; and per- 
fuading them to Iabour after a right under- 
itanding of them : HOW can this fame cati@ 
pofhbly be defended, without the fame allow- 
ance in all cafes equally, of an appeal to thm, 
about the true meaning of the fame S‘ripiures .Z 
Or, was that mehd only a fort of fc@%&g in 
religion ; to be pulled down again, as foon as 
thefabric was ere&ed to our mind ? 

If the Scripture be the rule of faith, in all 
things ; then, all cht-ijians have a right to 
confult and debate about the true meaning of 
this vu/e, in any particular point. And, if fo; 
then, what is it to except tiny particular point 
out of the number ; and to declare that, about 
iLlis, there ihall be no farther Abates, but all 
Ihall acquiefce in thel;eitltdi,iterprelatlon of the 
texts that relate to it : What, is this, I fay, 
but to fay that the Scr,‘ptr,re is not the tule of 

$S~J to private perfons in this particular 
point ? 



If it b.exonitantly obje&ed againft the Ko- 
mani/2s, as the greatefl evil, that they fhut up 
the Sctiprures from their people; and only di!h 
out to them f’uch d&h-Gus as th.emfeives pleak : 
How ihall we ever be able to obje& this again; 
or to infifi upon the wickednefs of it ; if we 
ourfelves, as to this one’ point, do the very 
fame ? I Cay, the ve:y Same. For, what is it to 
fupprefs all debates ‘about the true m.eaning of 
the ~CX~J, relating to one arficle; but, in truth, 
ro/hut up thofe particular texts, as e~eP*~~ally, 
as if they were not in being ? And what Is-it 
to /hut f/p any particular t~x~“j~, but to declare 
in effeA that we have a right to ihut up all, 
whenever we fee fit .Z 

When texts of Scri+fu+e are -in words pro- 
pored to us, with fuch a particular interpreta- 
tion affixed to them ; and fuch a particular 
&kJrine deduced from them ; and no allowance . 
for debates about them : Can they be faid, any 
more properly, to be texts ot Scripiure for our 
ufe ; than if there interpretations , or doh’tines, 
were given out to us, l without theta? And, do 
not the words of Scripture, in this met~hod, 
become only a&In, for decency and ceremony 
Lke ? 

If 



If the p~p;/?s decree you ihall not d&an& 
the meaning of thofe words, this is my LLcl;,; 
but take them according to the determinatio :J 
of their rfiurch, to dignify a rllsnge into Cbui,! ‘S 
zatural body, without any farthec srguirics ; 

and the prdfJmts declare this to be Z;nchrIj2ir~n 

and umwat*ratz!al~le : U7ith what grace can they 
themfelves afterwards decree, that tho’ this be 
ib unchriflian, in GWpoint, or any other that 
tve ourfelves do not admit ; yet, in the d:&?tine 

of the trinit,,, it is very jufi, and right, aud 
Very chriflix?, to ordain, that no one &ail 
clifpute about any particular text relatiilg to 
?Iis ; either, whether it be found in any marlu- 
/L:ript ; or, fuppofing it genuine, what is the 
true meaning of it P Let the things he placed 
rogether in ihe Iigkf of cu7np-7$~77; And then, 
Ict the (Iid&E1Ice of PrGcctiire be found out, if 
pcfliblc ? 

Is it trath, or f~l/haod, ~.re de&e to preierve? 
If it be truth ; it ltands not in need of fuch 

methods. Iffi/fioorl, it sought nut to be taken 
care of, 

Is it t,rurh, OT falfiood, we defire to guard 
againit ? If faljood; this methd is iather likely 
to make it pafs for tratb, when it is not per- 
mitted to fhew itfelf. If frulh ; then we 
are felf-condemned. Or rather, remove a-l1 

dedel-akes ji 

4 



If it be raid, that It is reafonabie to fuppoft: 
Ji(cII pints 1~11 fett!ed af-ter fo nlany years 
poWSon ; thepq@s mult have the advantage, 
in this argument ; who have ib much greater 
Lw~R(LJ of time, to juftify their moit abfurd 
colts : befidcs that they mull be now, II-ue or 
fi(/2:, jufi what they WHY at the beginning of 
r he rglbrmation, when they were fettled : un- 
lefs l’tne can alter thofe two properties; or turn 
jXIii II: men into iptfillible. It is allowed 
that no one interprttatian of any text, or doc- 
trine drawn from it, can be fittlcd i fiI/iSb. 

And therefore, whatever it be, it may Le fdfe : 
and therefore, it is always certain, it may and 
ought to be examined. Efpecially, this mufi 
hold good in all pointr of a nice and extraordi- 
:::~ry nature, fettled all at once, before there 
could be opportunity for exa& and diffuIive 
stipirier. 

Is it all at Izft to be refolved intopeace, and 
:gz~~et ? This removes irz~fh orfi#oo i, out of 
the qut-pion. And, if this be a good argumeut 
for c-iv,‘1 dil;-ourazements, and pvohibiticns ; then 
blef%d be the ij pu$~ion, which mofi effeRually 
keeps all things quiet: and blered be that- 

J?x; id+ 
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JZupid’ty and ignorance, which flouriiheth under 
fuch difcipline. Let us recall tbeji into the 
world : and all will be as filent, as de;Olutivd 
i&if. But, indeed, we know how to give a 

fubJantiaL any&er to this, when the pa$jls tirge 
this. We can reply to them, u This is a falfe 
4‘ .notion of the peace of the cburrh; which 
cc.conGfis not in the tinily of pr~j@m, but the 
Gc unity of afi&i%n. God requires of us, to 
‘6 fearch into his truths : and we are to be 
((judged at la& by onr own judgments. We 
‘4 have a right to be bosne with, in our diffe- 
‘6 Jences of opinion from oqe another. FOL- 

‘6 the rv~ni; we lepve it to God. But we 
6‘ think nothing can preferve a true peace, but 
6‘ the al’hwance of mutual debater; and the 
aC exerctye of mutual fortiearance. This ends in 
SC charity. The other tne/h&, befides the 
6‘ making trztth and faljbooa’, and all religiom 
a6 equal, promotes peace only by promoting 
‘( ignw-anre ; and confults quiet, gt belt, no 
6‘ btherwife, than as the deltroyiug all civil 

c6 liberty, prevents tumults. The rmwdy, be- 
*‘ fides the fiandal to religion, is worfe than 
cd the deja&. Nay, it is but a partial unequal 
GC remedy. It could not prevent the refhna- 
‘6 rim, (which was ,a terrible breach of the 
6‘ peace of the dwch, in the Rcmar?j/ls <opi- 
‘4 nion ;) 110x many 0 ther lefir efforts. It 

‘6 falis 
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(g falls hard upon none, but fuch honeit fouls 
6‘ as will itill dare to fpeak what they think 
CL truth and right. But it is a glorious advan- 
‘* tage to all, &ho are more concerned about 
u preferments, than about true religion.” 

This, and much more, can zoe fay, when 
the pupiffs preclude us from all religious debates, 
under the poor pretence of peace and quiet. 

Let us apply this to ourf’elves, in God’s name : 
or, let us give up-our caufe: which mufi have 
funk in its very infancy, if this argument had 
been’good in itCeif 5 or thought good by US. 

How much more might be added ? And, 
can- you poflibly imagine, that my lords the 
l$~pps, who have the clearefi view of what is 
of importance to the pro/e/ant ca$; and, 
what is more, who are truly rhr$?ians, not to 
be moved to promote truth it Ielf by any me- 
thod, which Cbrzj’ himfelf never pointed out 
to them : Can you pofIibIy think, that fuch 
men ; protflants, and chrtjl_ians, with that 
venerab’le good man sat their head, whore life , 
hath been worn away by his unwearied zeal 
for the proteJant cazfe ; will ever confent, 
either to.give to popery, in any one point, a 
frefh itrength, by inculcating an impli~ite faith; 
or to recede one fiep from theSpirit of that 

v OL, III. F &l, 
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gg/pel, by which they firmly expe& to be . 
judged. 

No, my friend, I hope beitcv thingr : I be- 
lieve betfer things : I am confident of bprrer 
ihings. My iGrdS the b@ops are aS fenfible, as 
any men living, 

Cc That the pro#&znf cafe muit hffer ex- 
4‘ ceedingly ia the world ; when it is itill ob- 
‘c ferved that their main and boajed princ$le, 
‘g is maintained and celebrated by them, only 
‘( when they are writing againfi popery ; but 
r‘ upon any other occafion, is utterly forfaken 
u and forgot by themfelves, They know yer- 
*‘ fe6tly weii, 

‘( That if we be not infi.hW, we are fal&Ze; 

“ That if we be fallible, we are fil!ible in 
‘( all points ; 

“ That if we be fi/JaZe in all points, we 
“ cannot pof3bly claim an ind;/priablc autho- 
tt rify in any ; 

“ That if the Scripture be the rsrle offaiih ; 
St it mufi be To, in ali points, at atl times, to 
a‘ edi perfons, equally. 

6‘ That 
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GC That if it be Co ; it mult lieopen equalIy, 
H at all times, to all perfons, to be enquired 
“ into in all points, 

cc That, if debafes be not allowed in any 
u one, or more, particnlar points, about the 
‘( rigkt/e$2 ofii ; it is in thofe points, fh& up, 
“ as an inaccefftble arcanum. 

A‘ That no anfwer can be .given to the pa- 
bclpz&?!~ by thofe, who, in any infiances, or any 
a( degree, deny that to others, which they 
(C themfelves claim from tbrm, as the co~~nlon 
cb right of ch$?ians. 

CC That any fort of indiJpputable authit~, 
cC caIl it what you pIeare, is the iame, in effe&, 
“ with abfolute infal/ibiGdy ; and every degree 
Cc of/;ubm@on to it, as /;lch, is the very fame 
“ with implicite faith and jkbjeLfion. 

(C That the peace of the thzt~tf/, in any good 
6‘ fenfe, can -never come in competition with 
gc the CUWIIO~ right of Crij’ians, or their libw- 
“ iy’ of debating points of t-eligion: But, in a 
‘6 true fenfe, is thin at its heighth, and in its 
“ glory, when mutual forbearance flourifheth ; 
4‘ and not, when a profiund j&c& is efia- 
26 bliked, 

FZ ‘C T-h&l 
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cC That all parties, and all ferfhas, fee and 
SC own this to be the truth of Go& when they 
“ themfelvcs are ttn&rm~~?: And therefore, 
CC that they muit acknowledge it to be it>, 
‘I when they are u~permoJ. 

‘C That religion, and every thing relating to 
C‘ it, is a matter of choice; and not offouce. 

‘6 That the refirmatlcn was wholly founded 
CC upon our co?nrno~l right to debate about the 
“ /eii$ of Scripfur e. 

Cc That the rhr$?ian religfon can approvq 
8c of no method of propagating truth, cm- 

“ trary to this.” 

There things, I fay, are perfeftly well 
known to my lo~*Jz the tt~j~ops. And that is 
enough to aKure you, that your neighbours , 
the paplj2s have no reafon to infult you, upon 
what you will, I trufi, find to be a calumny 

IaXed, and propagated, by their own friends. 

Believe me, their lord/hips have good fenfe, 
learning, integrity, zeal for the honour of 
chriitisnity, as well as the proteltant caufe, in 
a moft defirable degree, They are chr~ians ; 
they ;Lre pore/ants j they are Britons; they 

are 
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are the lupporters of PZU Ziberry : Which is 
but a word in je/, if the chief and mofl deG- 
rable l&r/y of a reo/kz6Ze crtnfure, be either 
taken away, or broken in upon. And, therc- 
fore, I fay, depend upon it, it is not conceiv- 
able that men of fuch charah’ers, can efpoufe 
n de/gn, of which I will fay no more than I 
hdve already faid. 

F3 
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A 

,TRUE CHURCHMAN’s 

REASONS 
For Repealing the _ 

Corporation and Tefi-A&s, &c.* 

S I R, 

I N compliance with your requeff in- yours 
of the 13th infiant, I have under- 
written given you my deliberate thoughts 

on our brethren the protefiant diifenters, 
who, you tell me, are endeavouring ‘now to 
obtain a repeal of the a& above-mentioned, 
which I fhall give you with the utmofi plain- 
nefs, freedom, and fincerity, and as fully as 

_ my other affairs and this fhort letter will allow 
me to do it ; and as one that confiders, and 

* Dr. Hoadly, when bishop of Sal@ury, gave 
the manukript of this tra& to Dr. Ava~y, with 
his leave to puhlilh or fupprek it, as the do&or 
thought fit, The Me hews the bikop to be the 
author. 

F$ - ought 
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ought to remember, that my advanced age 
will foon bring me to give an account (among 
all my other atiions) for what I now fay to 
you, and that before the mofi righteous 
judge of the world. 

I need not fpend a great deal of time to 
remind you of the narrow views of thofe who 
got thofe a&s pafs’d, nor of the dreadful 
confequences of the vile profanation of the 
highefi and mofi &red infiitution of the only 
Son of God, and the only innocent Son of 
Man;- who commanded, that till he comes to 
judge the world, it fiould be done (not as a 
qualificarion for a civil or military office) but 
,in remembrance of him, and of what he did 
and fufferid for us : in which folemn remem- 
brance is nsceffarily implied, and.required of 
us, the flrongefi love, the greatefi gratitude, 
and the mo.fi exati obedience to our glorious 
Redeemer, and to all his commands, that we 
:tre capable of. Now, my friend, can you 
f,lppoie that our great Lord and Saviour ever 
i!!tcnded .that this high and mofi folemn feait 
v;it!l himfelf, Cnould be laid in common to 
his declared enemies, as well as to his pro- , 
f&cd friends. 

YOU tell ine T&as, that betrayed him, was 
one who received the facramcqt with the 

other 
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other eleven, which eleven were our Lord’s 
profeh’d and real friends : I aniiver, I grant 
you that, and more, even that ‘j%das at the 
fame time was known by our Lord, (who, as 
he was God, knew all things) to be his 
enemy. But it is plain, by the felicitous 
examination that the difciples made of them- 
felves, upon our Lord’s aKuring them, that 
one of them would betray him; that ~udns 
l/~r iot was a profelfed lover of his Lord, 
whom he knew, by his afionilhing miracles, 
by his holy life, and heavenly doBrines, was 
God and Man, and, in that capacity, came to 
pay a mofi perfe& obedience for us to the 
laws of heaven, which the firit Adam, and all 
his race then in him, had rebelliouffy broken; 
and to lay down his life for aH that ever had, 
did then, or fhould thereafter believe on, 
and accept of him, as their liege lord and 
fovereign. In all probability, if Judas’s vil- 
lainy and hypocrify had been known to the 
eleven, (as it certainly was to our Lord) 
P~tev and the rcfi would have endeavoured to 
have defeated his intention of betraying him: 
but then how would that prophefy of him be 
fuifilled, that his own profe5ed and familiar 
friend thould lift up his heel againfi him ? 
And how could his being betrayed by a pro- 
feired friend be fuch a part of his humili- 

F6 ation 
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ation for us, as was before-hand told us was 
to be a mark of his being the true Mefflah ? 
Who, though his heel was to be brtifed by 
the old ferpent, yet was he to break the 
devil’s head or power, and fo glorioufly and 
triumphantly to deliver, by his life and death, 
all that believe on Km, and accept of him as 
their king, out of Satan’s kingdom, aad to, 
r&ore them to the favour of' God, and put 
them into a much happier and &curer itate 
foi ever, than they would have been, if their 
firfi father and common reprefentative had 
never joined with the apoitate angels in rehl 
belling againit heaven. Though I do not 
believe that infinite wifdom, power, an& 
goodnefs, could ever be at a lofs to find out 
;\ way to Cave a rebellious world, (with a falvo 
10 his owns juitice, which had declared, that 
man should , die if he rebelled) yet fince the 
offended majefly of heaven thought fit to take 
this method, and to accept of an equivalent, 
that he might honourably Cave us, T- cannot 
help believing that it was the beft way that 
even infinite and united wifdom, power, and 
goodnefs, could contrive, molt exprefive of 
his love to his enemies, who had once borne 
the image of their maker, and the mofi likely 
method to turn our fixed enmity of God into 
love, admiration, and gratitude, The Al- 

mighty 
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mighty himfelf feems to fpeak thus when he 
Cays, What could I have aone more than I have 
done ? But did any of the apofiles of our Lord 
ever encourage or force openly profane 
fwearers, drunkards, whoremongers, lyars, 
covetous perfons, (or idolaters) and the like, 
to partake of the facrament of the lord’s 
fupper. Are not all fuch declared to be 
children of the devil ?’ Do not fuch as are 
thus openly wicked carry the mark of the 
devil in their foreheads ? And did ever Chrilk,. 
OF his apoftles, make the table of the Lord: 
the table of devils ! Did the greatefi king 
that ever was on earth, the king of kings, 
ever make a law, that if Judas would nor 
partake with him of that his fupper, he should 
no longer hold his office of treafurer ? No ! 
far from it ; even Judas’s then earing and 
drinking with our Lord and his difciples, 
were (in him) voluntary a&ions, though 
forefeen by the God rhat made him, and 
whom he betrayed : and having no Tefi-afi 
to extenuate his crime, his wickednefs was 
the greater, in betraying his very beff friend 
with a kifs; for he made the Eame profeaon 
of Jove, gratitude, and obedience, that the 
eleven did. If you will but feriouify and 
impartially confider this thing, I am cure 
you will co&ude (as 1 have done for many 

C years) 
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years) that the profiituting the molt folemn 
and facred fupper of our Lord to &cure places 
of profit or honour, to thof’e who, though 
ever fo notorioully wicked, will (by comply- 
ing with the faid afit) intitle themfelves to 

be called church.men, .is a high affront to 
God, and a foul blot upon-any chriitian 
church that encourages fuch a corruption, 
of which church I profefi myfelf an unworthy 
member: but one that mourns for all our 
imperfefiions, and would rejoice to fee all 
chriitian churches firmly eitabliIhed and Rou- 
rich, upon the do&rine and pra&ices of the 
apoflles and prophets, Jefus Chrifi himfelf 
(and no other) being the chief corner ftone. 
1 hope cur itability will never depend on the 
proftitution of the moit: facred inflitution of 
our Lord, to ferve fecular and unjuflifiable 
purpofes. But you fuggefi, that you believe 
the proteflant difinters, in their prefent 
endeavours, (or at leafi many of them) are 
not fo much aiming at the honour of their 
and our gre;t lord and mafter, and at re- 
moving this blemifll from our church, as at 
being capable of l:.:~ iog civil and military 
offices. And you feem to fear, that if the 
king’s hands fhould be untied, and he Rlould 
have liberty to employ as officers proteitant 
diirenters, as well as churchmen, (as ali our 

kings 
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kings ever, by the aforefaid a&, have had to 
employ a few of them in the navy) that, ge- 
nerally fpeaking, they being (in appearance 
at leait) foberer men than the generality of 
our officers that pars for churchmen, by re- 
ceiving the facrament as the faid Ten-a& 
require, though they are feldom to be feen in 
a church at other times, it will put very great 
difficulties on many who are of our church : 
they mult either make great friends, and grow 
fober and diligent, which is not very agree- 
able to many of them, or they cannot get into 
an employment fo eafily as they can, now 
there are fewer competitors5 I have obferved 
(you fay) by many of us, who have liberty 
to employ what fervants we pleafe, that we 
choofe to truff a proteitant diffenter, that we 
are well a&red is an hone& fober, diligent 
man, rather than one who cannot have fuch 
a recommendation, though he tells us he is 
a true churchman : and they are frequently 
chofen as conffables, yea, as wardens of our 
‘churches, or any other troublefome office, 
provided it has no profit attending it. 

To this I reply, that I will not anfwer for 
all the dif?%nters; that their chief views are 
at the honour of our Redeemer, and at the 
removing of a blemifh in our church. It is 

probable 
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probable many of them aim chiefly at being 
upon a level with us in civil and military 
affairs j and, for my own part, I cannot fee 
any reafon to deprefs them. They agree 
with us in all the fubitantials of our holy 
religion ; and as to lefler and indifferent 
things, that we all agree are fo in themfelves, 
1 wih to God they were left fi in their ufe, 
and that none would take on them to lord it 
over God’s heritage. They are as good 
friends to king George, and his faithful mi- 
nifiers of ftate, as you or I, or the belt 
churchmen can be; and they are the only 
friends that the true church of England have, 
and can depend on. We all profefs we are 
journeying towards heaven ; why then fiould 
we fall out by the way ! Is it any detri- 
mcnt to us to have our trueit friends ‘able 
to allift us with their perfons and purfes ? 
Do they not readily join us in all eleAions, 
when our civil and religious rights depend 
on fuch eleCtions ? Did they not itand firmly 
by us in our greatefi diftrelfes, when popery, 
ffavcry, and all forts of debauchery, threaten’d 
to invade and deftroy us, and our religion ? 
Did we not then promife, in our danger, 
that we would come to a temper with them ? 
And what have we ever done for them, 
except giving them leave to worfhip Cod in 

the 



~~ORTH~DOXY fiakerz. 137 
the manner that they believe in their con- 
fciences is mofi pleafing to him; which is 
giving them nothing but what their Lord and 
ours had given them before : for, as they 
always preached Jefus Chriit, and him cru- 
cified, though they did not follow us, our 
pafionate predecelli>rs erred as much in ii- 
lencing and perfecuting them, as our Lord’s 
dikiples did, who were for filencing and 
ejeAing all who caft out devils in his name, 
only becaufe they did not follow them, If 
the diffenters, in their turns, have been guilty 
of the fame fault towards us, their faults will 
not excufe us in continuing to do that which 
we own was a fault in them : for their Lord 
and ours has fkri&ly commanded us to do by 
al111 men (not as we are done by) but as wt 
would be done by ; to love one another as we 
love ourfelves, and as he loved us, and by his 
great apofile Paul, to give no occafion of 
offence; to lay no itumbling-blocks in the 
way of our brethren: if we are ftrong, not to 
offend our weak brethren, even by eating of 
meat; though that is a thing undoubtedly 
lawful in itfelf, much lek have we any power 
to force our doubting weak brethren to eat 
meat, which they fcruple, or cannot digefi, 
or to abitain from it, when they think it 
lawful and expedient ; or to make fuch things 

terms 



r38 T&e Pillars 6f PRIESTC~~AJF’T 

terms of communion with us, which oui: Lo& 
and Mafier has not made Co, as the church of 
Ro 

” 
e take upon them to do by the laity. 

Wo 
I B 

be to any that fhall add to his words ; 
m an, that fhall lay any itrefs, or occafion- 

a& fchifm, by theit own additions, or weak 
and doubtful iiluftrations or explanations of 
God’s laws. Our bleffed L+rd, and his 
apoitles, never refufed to own any as members, 
of the vifible chriitian church, who repented, 
of their fins, and profeffed their belief on 
him, as the great Mefiah; and fuch. an& 
their families wefe baptized in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, an& of the Holy 
GhoR: abd dare we cafi f&h out of our 
church whom God has received and owned ? 
Let the enemies of chrifiianity unchurchA 
them if they pleafe ; for my part I never will, 
but will always endeavour to do by them as‘ I 
would- have them do to me. Rut you afk 
tie how ihall the fiatt be fecure ? And fhall 
we not endanger the protefiant interefi if we 
lay afide this facramentai tefi, and To* put 
Pap@, Athr$s, Dez$Js, Muggletoniatiy, Anti- 
tto?t-rianr, AGans, Sorinians, French (or falfe) 
prophets, and the like enemies ‘to chriitianity, 
into places of power and profit. I anfwer, 
muck bet‘telr than the government or the 
church are now &red’ againfi them, by pi--e-- 

ferring 
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ferring none but fuch as produce a certificate, 
figned by one of the miniiters and three or 
four principal and noted worthy members of 
the church or congregation of which he is a 
member, (without fee, gratuity, or reward) 
tefifying that fuch perfon is a profeis’d 
protefiant, and attends the worfhip of God 
in fuch particular protefiant congregation 
when in health, and his a@ai’rs do not call 
him abroad ; that they believe him to be a 
good protefiant, and a Co&r, diligent, re- 
ligious, and honeft tian. A: fevere penalty 
tiay be laid on the counterfeiting and altering 
fuch certificates ; and alfo on any that kall 
fubfcribe any of them, whereby they give any 
perfon a charatier contrary to what they 
know fuch per&on deferves. Such a method 
as this would foon empty our taverns, ale- 
houfes, brandy-lhops, and fields, and fill 
our churches and proteifant congregations on 
Surzdeys, and other days, when OUT Maker is 
to be worfhipped : and many a poor wretch3 
that now never goes into a church, but to 
get or keep his qualification, may, while he 
is feeking for lo’aves and filhes, be caught in 
a net, which our Lord has commanded to be 
fpread for men. And, in a little time, our 
armies and navies would not be terrible to 
fober religious men, as they have been for 

many 
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many years lafi pa& by reafon of the moft 
horrible, execrable, and new-invented oaths, 
curfees, imprecations, and other abominations, 
that are now heard and feen in our armies, 
navies, cities, towns, countries, villages, 
rivers, &c. where wickedncfs is generally and 
very eafily learnt, by the examples of men in 
power and authority. This repeal (in all 
probability) will loaner reform the manners 
of fuch as have any hopes of ever being more 
than what they now are, or that would not 
be always fervants, than a thoufand refor- 
mation-fermons, while there is nothing more 
required to qualify a man for an office,! than 
his receiving the facrament of the Lord’s 
fupper three. or four times a year, whether 
he be fit for it or not. If he negleas, he 
mufi lofe his place, and be put under other 
Very fevere penal ties. If he eats and drinks 
unworthily, not difcerning the Lord’s body, 
he eats and drinks damnation to himfelf: 
and if a poor minifier, that knows the officer 
that offers to receive it is a devil, or a child 
and flave of the devil’s, and trembles at the 
thought of profaning the Lord’s table by ad- 
mitting him, fhould dare to refufe him, while 
in this deplorable condition ; this poor mi- 
niiter (as the law Bands it prefent) may be 
ruined by fuch refufed officer : therefore 

whatever 
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&hatever views Come may have in reforming 
what is am&, it can never be too foon to 
,amend whatever difllonours God, and the 
holy religion he has infiituted, and which we 
profefs. 

As to the lafi queitiotl you ai2c me, viz. 
Whether I think this is a proper time to 
addrefs for an amendment of this law, which 
has kept fo many out of our churches, and 
embittered their fpirits agaiafi us for treating 
them, as we fhould not like to be treated by 
by them, if the tables were turned. I an- 
fwer, That in my confcience I think it a 
proper, and the mofi proper time, for the 
following reafons. 

I. That none but the prefent time can 
properly be called our own : the time pafi is 
not, nor mill it ever be ours again ; the future 
is not, and never may be ours : and we are 
commanded to work while it is day; and 
whatever our hands find us to do, to do it 
with all our might. 

2. We have now a molt excellent king on 
the throne, and, bleifed be God, he is happy 
in a faithful miniflry : and it mult certainly 
be a very pleafant thing to him to make all 
his dutiful and loving fubjetis eafy, by be- 

flowing 
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itowing favours with an {mpartial hand 40 
thofe Jwho equally, or moi), deferve &em, 
and are fittefi for them. And we have no 
reafon to doubt that fuch a prince <will, wirh 
pleafure, firengthen the hands of his trueR 
friends of the efiabliihed church, who have ~ 
been found, ever fince the happy revolution, 
to be too pwcrful for all his majeity’s 
enemies among us, (though very numerous 
and mighty too) when we are joined by the 
hearts, purfes, counfels, and hands of our 
proteftant dilfenting friends, We are not fo 
vain as to imagine that we, who are his ma- 
jeity’s befi friends of the eiIabliIhed dhurch, 
are (by o&elves) numerous, rich, and itrong 
enough to gain a majority of hearty friends 
to his majefty, in our approaching ele&ions, 
if our enemies have art enough to breed a 
mifunderftanding between us, by making our 
only friends believe, that we of the efiablilhed 
church, who are true friends to his majefiy, 
would fain continue the greatefi blemish in 
our church, on pu~pofe to keep them out of 
their natural and civil rights, who chearfully 
and equally contribute, by their perfons, 
purfes, and labours pith us, to fupport that 
happy eftablifhment in the itate, that .God 
has bleffed us with, and to render his facred 
majefty eafy in the adminiitration of j&ice. 

And 
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And therefore, if we had no other motive, 
bllt our own .true inter& and prefcrvation, 
we ought to do our utmolt to enable an.d 
oblige our brethren, the proteltant diffenters, 
to join us in our common defence againfi our 
common enemies, which I have before-named. 
I wifh there ,were no other names or di- 
itinfiions among chrifiians than that of Pro- 
tenants and Papifls; but then there would 
not be fo many exercifes for charity or love, 
and mu tual forbearance, as there are : and if 
me have not thofe graces, and fhew (on all 
proper occafions) that we have them, what- 
ever we call ourfelves, and whatever other 
angelic qualifications we may be pofM&d of, 
we are nothing, but as founding bra&, or a 
tinkling cymbal. 

I believe, there is not a true churchman in 
Gnat-BI itaiu, either clergyman or layman, 
that foberly confiders the mifchief and dif- 
honour the mifconfbu&ion (or mifapplication) 
of the faid Tefi-aQ has done, and will do, to 
the church of ,EngIand, but heartily wifhes 
(as I do) that it were reitrained to what was 
fdid to be the true intention of it, when fir-it 
enaBed ; (or rather exchanged for. a much 
better tefi ; whereby no man will be allowed 
to witnefs for himfelf, as he does by the pre- 

fent 
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fent teft) I mean, to keep out of places of 
trufi and profit, only thofe who are enemies 
to the proteitant religion. 

POSI'JCRIPflT: 

B E F 0 R E any of my brethren or ad- 
verfaries undertake to reply to what I 

have faid on this fubje&, I de&e they will 
will duly confider and anfwer the following 
queries. 

I. Is our Almighty Saviour (the Lord Jefus 
Chtift) fupreme head of his church, or not ? 

2. Will he at lnft mofi righteoufly judge 
the world in his united nature, as true God 
and true Man, and punish all the obfiinate 
tranfgreffors of his laws, or no ? 

3, Has he wifdom and authority fufficient 
to infiitute ordinances and facraments in his 
church, and to declare the facred ends for 
which he infiitutes them, or does he itand itl 
need of the afifiance of any mere creature, 
to add any thing to his apljointments, or-de- 
figns, and to make thofe, their additions, 
effeiitial thereto. 

4 4. Will 
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4. Will he not fevereiy reprove, and add 

all the plagues that are written in the Book 
of God, to them that ihall add .any thing of 
their own to his word ? 

5, Has not our Lord, in his lafi Copper, 
told us the end of our facramental eating and 
drinking his body and blood, viz. that we are 
to do it in remembrance of him ? 

6. If we receive that hcrament once, twice, 
thrice, or oftner, in a year, to qualify us for 
any civil or military employment, or to Cave 
500 1. that may otherwife (if we ‘have it) b,o 
torn from us, for any one omiliion, and to 
preferve our natural and civil rights, of being 
capable of fuing for our jutI dues, of receiving 
and enjoying a legacy, and the like. Are 
not thefe additional ends to the only end our 
Lord has told us we ought to regard, whell 
we come to eat and drink with him at his 
table ? Or can it be a fuf-ficient excufe to t,lI 
the great judge of the world, in the lnit day, 
that notwithitanding we made bold to pro- 
ititute his infiitutions to ferve our fecular 
purpofes, when men commanded us fo to doj 
yet we did not wholly forget him at filch 
times, though we cannot deny but, that the 
chief defign we then had was to ferve our 
temporal in terefls ? 

VOL. Ill. c 7. Is 
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7. Is it not perfecuting the mioilters of 
our own eftabiiChed church, to compel them 
to admit-rifler that holy facrament to fuch as 
they know are unfit or (if left to their liberty) 
unwilling t0 receive it, by fuch penalties as 
they are not able to bear ; which penal ties 
the perfon refufed has always in his power, by 
the Tefi-a&, to bring them under, to the 
utter ruin of the confcitntiaus minifiers and 
their families ? 

8. Is it not too fevere upon our civil and 
military officers, to fubjefl them to utter 
ruin, if they happen to forget receiving the 
Cacfament fo often 2s the Ten-aCts require ? 
Or if they, for \vV;li!t of their pay in due time, 
have not money to fatisf) two witneffes, who 
mufi be ab:e to tci‘;ify their receiving it, as 
often as the iaiii At; require ? 

9, Did the corporation and Teit-a&s ever 
Dreferve our efiablifil-led church from the 
dangers and invafions we were threatened 
with, by a popith king and a popik pre- 
tender .z 

IO. Can it be fuppofed that a ppif?, who 
knows the pope will- Cc~i him pardons for any 
fins, elpcciaily if t!!ey are committed to ft;rve 
holy chtirch, will make any fcx~ple to receive 

the 



and ORTHODOXYj%akefl. ‘47 
the facrament in our eltablifhed chnrches three 
or four times every year, if he can but there- 
by fecure to himfelf a profitable office, and 
be fcreened from utter ruin by informations 
and profecutions on the a& before men- 
tioned ? 

I I, If the corporation and tefi-a& are not 
grievances to thofe who have no more than 
the bare name of churchmen, and d&e no 
more than the name; are they not very great 
grievances and perfecutions to every confcian- 
tious member of the church of England, that 
has always been a co&ant and worthy com- 
municant at the table of our Lord, and is, in 
all refpe&s, fitly qualified to ferve his king 
and country in fame civil or military employ- 
ment or other, but dares not accept of any 
public o.Gce, becaufe he thinks in his con- 
fcience (as I do) that he would fin againlE 
God if he Q~oulJ receive it for any other end 
than what our great Lord has appointed, viz, 
in remembrance of him; much more if his 
fecular end fll:iuld eclipfe or annihilate the 
&red and only end our Lord had in that 
fAcmn and facred inflitution ? 

12. Whether thofe members of our-own 
efiabliffxd church, who have (fince the Cor- 
poration and “I’efi- aAs were in beiilg) accepted 

G2 of 
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of civil or military employments, and til$ 
fuch their acceptance, wece co&ant comma- 
nicants in our church, and received. the fa- 
crament of our Lord’s fupper, only in remem- 
brance of him, but to keep fuch their offices, 
and to preferve themfeIves and families from 
utter ruin, have been overcome (contrary to 
their judgments) to receive the facrament 
three or four times a year, in obedience to 
the faid a&s, as well as in remembrance of 
their Lord; and, while they have been fo 
receiving, have doubted that they offended 
God, by proff ituting the moR Gcred things 
to fecul.lr and cotntnon ures: I fay, would 
they not (if they had any fear of-God before 
their eyes) hsve rejoiced, in being delivered 
from ftlch temptations and fnares, as thofe 
a&s were to them ? 

For my own ‘part, I always thought, that 
in the uorlhip of God, whatfoever I do, if 1 
believe I ought not to do it, it is a fin in rnes 
and that +if I do that, which I do but doubt 
is a fin, 1 expofe myfeEf to damnation. 

Read what bishop Hwdly has writ on this 
fubje&t : read what the great apofile Puul has 
writ on this head : read the Corporation and 
T&-a&s : and read fame Confider.ations on 
repealing the Tefi aQ, printed in the year 
J 732. 
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A 

L E T-T E R 

s your ioldill;p’s great nrin-re c1717?- 
mands ;L pilI+!iCUl21 rcgnrd to he ji2iJ 
to whatever your Ior~itiIip thinks IIt 

to publifh, no wonder that moit men WCI’C 
pleafed to fee your lordfllip enga>,ing yourfelE 
in ,2 controvcrfy of fo much confcquence to 
chrifiianity. Pcrfons of your IordKp’s itnticln 
ha\-e this advantage above other writers, that 
thcp always fpeak with a.riharity. I was not 
therefore much CurpriCed to fee our famous 
univerj~y of O~lfird returning to pour lord&-rip 
their pub,ic thsrnfir for the ftrvice JOU have 
done in relation to the controverfy concerning 
the trinity j becdufe principles or Jofirines 

(34 recommended 
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recommended to the world by a perfon of 
your lordfhip’s qmh’ty, and with that feriouf- 
ne,;s ‘lnd ~~a~.~i:y with which your lordfhip has 
wrote, are always embraced fo readily, and 
are aKented to with fo little hefitation, that 
‘rwiil be dcerned prefumption by many to make 
cjoclbt of any thing maintained in your lord- 
If-,ip’s book. 

When the univerfity of C?$xi: had fet the 
e~amplc, it could not be thought abfurd or 
unreafocable to attempt to bring the clergy 
into the fame meafures. Now far ‘tis u/iraZ 
for the London C!ejgy to addrefs their thanks 
to any perfon who has vindicated any doQrine 
of chriitianity, I know not. But as I could 
not come inro the motion made by the arch- 
dcuron of LOY&Z on that occafion, I muit beg 
leave to lay before your lordfhip and the 
world, the grounds upon which, I think, 
thofe are TV be juitified, who refufed com- 
pIiance with him. 

‘Tis not my de@ to enter into the merits 
of the conrroverfy concerning the trinity with 
your lordfhip ; but only to point out fome 
natural confequences of feveral principles in 
your lordihip’s book, which they mufi avow 
and approve, who return your lordship their 
tbanks for your answer 10 Mr. Wb$fon. 

When 
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When fuch great bodies declare their fenti- 
ments of any book, the imxefion is itamped 
fo deep, that few can refifi the weight of fuch 
authority. Yet who would imagine that in 
the very book fo much recommended, the 
Iawfulnefs of perfecution should be afferted; 
and fuch notions maintained, as are incon- 
fifient with the propagation of that chriltianity 
w-hich your lordship has defended .Z 

The ji#i’ thing, in which I am forced to 
differ from your lordfhip is this, that you 
approve of the advice of Mhenas to AiguJus, 
and recommend it to the world as right and’ 
good. 4 It w~as the advice?\of AAAecenas to 
6 Augldj?us,’ kys your lordfhip, C never to 
‘ fuffer. any innovtition iu rellg ‘on, becaufe the 
4 peace 06 the Jcite depended upon it : that 
4 prince hid peace in ail the world ; but what ~ 
‘ JiJurbance~, what ?/li/;riec, innovations in 
6 religion have caufed in tFir nati’oo, the . 
6 hiflory of ‘the luz age informs us fuffl2enrly ; 
d*and how fatal the fiuds and anirnojtics, oc- 

(‘cafioncd by pretenders to religion, in this 
‘ may be, no mau can- forelel, every. good : 
‘ man fears.’ p;* 1 j7? 

I 8 readily acknowledge that this WBS the 

advice of a very great /j’otel;:lan ; and I cannot 8 
but oblerve, that Jfa:P/jllen and politicians of 

G.5 all 
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a!i reiigions generally efpoufe . the6 notions 
and regulate their prn&ices accordingly. 
Micenas (who was a rhathen) gave the ad- 
vice to Augzq?us, 6‘ That he Should follow 
rc conJantfy the +‘ablz$ed religion of his country, 

‘6 becauSe all innovations in that would foment 
6‘ fedition in the fiate, and be a means to 
ac fubvert his government:” and as if this 
were an axiom ia politics, that Jfit,/;nan is 
fcarce to be found in the world, who does 
not embrace this notion. Mr. Hohbe~ ( who 
found mankind bad enough, but left them 
much worfe) has worked up a fyitem of 

Jute-religir n, whereof the main principles 
are, that 6 the interpretation of alI laws as 
4 well /aLred as jirular depends upon the 
c ‘authority of the fuprmc power ’ That ‘ the 
‘ c’ivil pov;ers have a right to command the 
6 macucr of horiotrring God.’ ‘That c obe- 
6 dience is due to the fovereign in all things, 
6 as well fpirilual. as temporal. knd laJ? j, . 

that 6 whatever is commanded by the foverejgn 
6 power is commanded by God himfelf.’ Now 
admitting there for principles, it plainly fol- 
1 \I au 6’S, as Mr. h’~t‘kes has more than once de- 
d iIced, that ( the fupreme power has a riglIt 
6 to prohibit fuch doArines to be taught 9s 
6 he judges improper :’ [hilt C every one cdm-. 
6 mits a clime, and may be juiily purified for 

3 ., ( the 
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J the fame, who perfuades men to receive a 
‘ new religion :’ that c diffentions in religion 
c are the caufes of war, and therefore the 
‘ e/ZatL’i/~ed rA’gion, (or that which the fu- 
6 preme power commands) ought to be fol- 
‘ lowed.’ Such are Mr. HoLb~s’s prinr2pLs, 
and fuch the c;nj’Eyurnces drawn from them ! 

Sta:e/nepl and politicians feldom pay too 
great a regard to religion ; and as &Adorn to 
the truth of thitlgs : ‘tis ufual therefore for 
them more particularly to condemn men as 

fiL?zctcf, and their writings as ‘tending to 
l/[/?urbnnces, if they recede a hair’s breadth 
fr-om common opinions. Right or wrong, 
true or fafk, is f!equ~ntiy not fo much the 
point, as h0w it i.t:irs wilt1 a particular in- 
terelt, TVhether this condull anlwers the 
ecd propofed, (tho’ i cannot but think that 
the continuation of fe~:s and fafiions in re- 
ligion is entlrtly owing to there pollri,-al nf-- 
t$ces) whc[her this co~duiS, 1 Lly, anrwers 
the end propoied I fil,iil not inquire; fince 
‘tis not m;r de@ to confidzt- this advice in a 
pliiicti.l view, bat whpt!ler it be right or 
7.4 yang, fit or unfit in i[Cclf to be given, 
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time by the reformation of any errors feem 
innovators in religion, ought to be puniked, 
as d$‘urlers of the peace of the public, Now 
this advice being given but a little before our 
Saviour came into the world, ‘tis very unfor- 
tunate that it should be given at fuch a time, 
when it mult have entirely prevented the . 
Spreading of his doBrines, and the teaching 
mankind that the gods which the hqathens 
wor!hipped were no gods. Our bleffed Lord 
oughr, in confequence of this advice, to have 
been pun&d as perverting the nation, as in- 
novaf i fig in religion, and as fowing fidition 
and* difcord among the people, fuch as it 
feems 6 no man couid fhtef, Every good man 

a might fear.’ 

2. This advice muff necefirily have pre- 
vented the ref!rmation from popery had it beeu 
followed at that time, becaufe that was a 
remarkable infiance of itlnovation in religion. 

Suppof’e that any itatefman had advifed f&l-y 
V1II. or Edward VI. or queen Ehabeth in 
that manner, and they had admitted it, muit 
not the fuuperltition and idolatry of &me have 
continued the $abiified ? ejigion :f this country? 

&hfl not we have been kept in the dregs of 
corruption itili .Z And mufi not the light of’ 
the goipel have been fiu.t from our eyes ? 

3. Tf 



and ORTHODOXY J&&n; “571 
3. If this be right, then till thofe prikes- 

that have followed this advice, have aEked a 
righteous part in pe~fccu~ing to the utmoi) all 
that have attempted to innovalc in religion, 
The late king of France did right to diagooa- 
his pro!eJant f’u bj&% ; and the duke of Savoy 
jufily drove out the ?‘iement;z$; and every 
prince that is mofi barbarous and cruel, a&s 
an upright jufiifiable part, and what is moft. 
acceptable unto God, when he refufes to 
fuffer any fuch. under his government, whom 
he may charge with diflurbing the peace of 
the fiate by not complying with the eJiabl;/hpJ 
rdigion of the counfry. 

4. Every nation in the world thinks, or 
pretends to think, that the religion eltablifhed 
amongil them is acceptable unto God; and 
that the way in which they pay their honour 
and worship is fuch as is )t and proper, and 
will draw down the bl&ngs of heaven upon 
them. Every nation too has its peculiar 
orthodoxy, and a fet of tenets, the truth of 
which it alferts as the words of God himfelf. 
‘Tis impofftble that ~l/l there can be tr-uf, nay 
that every particular chriflian church can hold 
opinions contradifiory, perhaps to their next 
neighburs, and yet be in the right. Or were 
this poflible, fure we are that the hathen and 
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the mdmwtan nations, are in the groireit 
errors. If- therefore it be a duty incumbent 
0~1 every man to keep his mind open to truth, 
and to recejve it whell ofFered to him, the 
advice n, ver to./LJ’ r ~nnov:. tio s :?L rc ixinn mufi 
be ahjurd zn iyL9. becdufe it would bc to pro- 
hibit a gleat part of mallkind the ktlo;v:Lclge 
of truth; and it would be to prevent the 
reception of the gocpel in all fuch places where 
the benefit of it is not at precent k~wn. 

Your Iordfhip, I ;rm fure, \vi)ufd not on 
any account propofe a fC;irtne fo deltru&ive to 

lordfl?ip’s notions sue t? u : 2nd that eve of tllis 
nation 
bl$?d 

are io 
here ; 

as lo have the ‘Ruth 
at! in confequence of 

e/iii- 
that, 

~~‘erl: ;Irn,. oli:rz icre ncL. iTLSli;y being for the 
zuq>, you thhir the advice to be juit and 
right. 

But then your lortlkip knows, that hitherto 
we have in v=li;l bee:1 &AI tiling for a fure and 

thtir fide. ’ ‘1‘ is there iore of llttle 
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quence in the prefent cafe, and in our pre- 
fent inquiry, whether one or another has the 
truth on his fide ; for whilfi every body is 
fully arured of the truth of his notions, evxzy 
body will plead the fame right; and in the 
confequence, error will reap every privilegz2 
which truth itfelf can claim. 

But your lordt’hip not inGOing on this, but 
on the evidegce of fa& for the rearon why 
iauovations of religior? are not to be /ifeyed; 
and M&enas (who was an beat,‘een) pretend- 
ing that an innovatian ufrelizion was the means 
tojY4bvwt the goaernment, this will dcferve our 
mofi ferious coniideration* And here, 

It mufi be grsnted that ,/,oZI~: innovations 
in religion have been attended with di- 
iturbances in the flate. But then the reafon 
why innovations in religion have been attended 
with feuds, and animofi ties, difiilrbances and 
mifeIics in the /late, is, becaule the J?ate 
intermeddles in that fort of property to which 
it has no right. T’he people always alert 
and vindicate this, as a fir11 principle, that 
‘tis Lset/er to obey God than man ; and whi!& 
that is allowed to be true, (which no body I 
think wiil LL my ~xp;~r?/ly, thu’ they may explain 
jt away) whstcver the confequences of it are, 
rhey will afkrt and maintain it. A m3n can 

no 
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ITO more refuk his afirtz to truth,. when it- 
appears clear’ to him, than he can refufe to. 
dee the light at noon&day when ,his eyes are\ 
open, If there&x-e any fiate’ refufes to fuuffert 
men to change their fentiments, or pretends. 
to hinder them from abl’yizlg what they think. 
to be the will ox God, oppoE tion mua be. 
expeAed ; and if difiurbances enfue, they are 
not to be imputed to change of ~rtl&vn, which 
has nothin~vicious-or,evil in it, nothing that> 
is difor-derby and inconfiiltent with the public 
peace,) * but ,to the il4 conduo of Cuch advif’ers c 
as that heathen AA~ce~as, who refufe to per- 
mit men to .follow their O.WII confciences in: 
things pertaining to God ‘and nor hurtful to. 
any man,, and wili have them obey-r/len rather \ 
than G& 

Innovations in religion have no natural or:: 
neceflary connexion with diiturbances or dil’- 
orders of the-/ale: and ‘tis juR the fame 
abfurdity to impute the, one to the other, as’ 
‘tis to pretend that to alter a man’s notions of 
worfhipping God mufi A$‘voy his private pro-~- 
perty, (,r at lcaft’ mu&I cdwfe confufion in it.. 
‘Tis evident that the one has no relation to 
the other, but let what changes you. pleale 
happen in property, rthgion is the fame ; or 
let the ways of honouring God be altered,‘ 
pqvq~ is the fame, except in the cafe where 
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a man thinks to pleafe God by parting with 
his property. But this does not affeA the 
civil government, nor make the magifirate 
lefs able to do juiiice, or to fecure his fubjefls’ 
in the enjoyment of their civil interefis. 
Whc-n indeed the magiflrate refuks to tolerate 
nny who difftrn ts from the cJiol/ified religion, 
oppreffion that infiant begins: but as the 
caufe of all difiurbance is removed when op- 
prcfion is removed, innovations in religion, 
where there has been no perfeCu'iGn, nor any 
attempts to enilave the fubjeas minds, can 
never affeA the itate, or cau/e any diflur- 
bances. When any Rate a[Tumes a power 
over the confciences of its fubje&s, ‘they are 
forced into a itate of war with their civil go- 
vernment; and they continue fo Iong in that 
itate, as they are injured in a property over 
which the civil government never had any 
power. In this cafe the peace of the fociety 
is broke: but then ‘tis not broke by thofe 
who refoym from any jtdlic eryoy, but by the 
magifirate, who affnmes a power which never 
was committed to him. Nor are thefe evifsj, 
thefe difiurbances, feuds, or animoG ties, 
chargeable on innovations in rel;gJ~~, but on: 
tyrcrnny, and u/ir?-patiow, on unjufi pretenfion& 
to power, and arbitrary &minion over thee 
minds of men, 

At 
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At moff therefore, innovations in religion, 
are but the OCC~/GNJ, not the ct7r~,~es, of di- 
fturbances to the itate; and a man can with 
no more jufiice impute to them, as to the 
cuti), the bredch of public peace, th:,n he 
can impute to chi, ‘f+inni:y all tk,at 11,i:rt‘d and 
variance that has abounded in the cijrifiian 
world. Suppofe a rn:m fhould warn any one 
againit the doL?rines of the goipel, bxaufc 
they have unhappi!y cccafioned much I:atred; 
much difpu te, and many abominable prLtic> ;, 
which otherwife would not per haps hzLve b. cir 
heard of. Would fuch advice be good ::!!d 
fit? Or ought any man, nctwithfla:~~~:rig 
there accidental inconveniencies, to ref L;Ic hrs 
fubmi%on to it purely on thofe accounrs ? 

There is not a greater, nor a more common 
impofition on mankind, than to affign a uxong 
cauf8 of any event, and to argue from thence 
as if it were the true one. Mee.enus, I beg 
your lordship to remember that Mmenas was 
an heathm, imputed to innovati.ns in *religion 
the great d(‘lurbanrts of J?ate; whereas the 
caufe of dirorders in the public was fome- 
thing very different ; either the perfecutions 
which men had undergone, which upon oc- 
cafion given they r&ved to retaliate ; or elfe 
fame felfifh interelt which the pretence of 
rtligion ferrcd to cover, &?~c~~Ns confounded 

therefol e, 



therefore, either artfully, or ignorantly 
enough, the CLU$ with the accidental occu~on 
of diforder ; which is, as if any one now- 
a days, Should lay the hatred of nearefi friends 
upon chrifiianity i&elf; or charge enmity, 
tnnii:e and revenge upon that very gofpel thdt 
defigr-ed to root thofe evils out. His advice 
~ii<:refore is wrong in every view ; ‘tis founded 
spin a very falfe principle; it naturally tends 
to prevent the propagation not only of truth 
in gcncrzl, but of chriitianity in particuIar. 
It will juflify all the periecutions for religion 
whrch have been in the world ; and after all, 
it fuppoics innovations in religion to be the 
iazdj!is of cviis, of which they are not the 
sa+. Your Iordihip wiIl judge if fiich ad- 
vice is fit to be either given, or takeD, or re- 
commended. 

A feco~rl point your lordhip argues for is 
this, that bccauf’e fevere laws were made 
againft idohtry and bla$hwy, words which 
had then one clear and determinate fignifi- 
cation in the Jc;wi/h difpenfation, therefore 
the Iaws of any particular country may puniffl 
as idolaters or blafphemers, men who ac- 

cording to the different notions that prevail 
in different counrries, may on dif&ent and 
perhaps contrary accounts be caiied by there 
names. 

For 



~54 The Pillars of PRIESTCRAFT 
For this your lordihip thus argues 6 If the 

* Lord Jefus be a creature and you worfhips 
c him, ‘tis id6Lfty : if he, be God and you 
‘ deny him, ‘tis ~ZQhenry:- and what punifll- 
’ ment Almighty God ordained for both there 
c forts of o&aders you know,’ p, I 59. 

The punilhmeut in the Mq%ic Inw for 
idolatry wasJZonirzg to da:h, and the fame was 
Inff ified for blafphemy, v. Lev. xxiv. I o-23., 
and Deut. xiii. I--JO* 

Upon this your fordkip proceeds, and 
aflcs this queftion ; ‘ Wbut texts have you ta 
B guote for an exemption from thofe penakies, or 
g at lea2 fucb as the laws of the land in$i&.’ 

I anfwer, all the &tns texts which any 
religious and good man has to quote for an: 
exemption from the penalties to be infIi&ed 
on the greaten of criminals. The LI$hemy 
againi) which the penalty of death was de- 
nounced in the law of &ZO~J, was a prefump- 
tuous, irreligious, contemptuous reproaching 
or reviling of God. The i,iolatry againit: 
which the like punishment was denounced in 
t-he fame law, was, the dep,:rting from the 
worship of the known true God to the wor- 
$hip of the heathen idols or fiRitious deities. 
Does your lorditlip now think, that becaufe 
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aJnder the JewzjS theocracy, God Almighty 
.thought fit, by an exprefs and particular 
.command, to punifh in fuch a manner theE 
crimes, about the nature of which there was 
no room for difpute, andinto the commifion 
of which no Jew could ,pofibfy Eall by a mere 
error of the underfianding, that therefore the 
civil gwernment in other nations, (affixing 
thefe names according to their own particular 
notions in difputable cluefiions upon perfons 
and things which have. no fimilitude to thofe 
mentioned in the law of A%&,) may juftly 
~infli& by their own authority the like pe- 
rralties with thofe commanded in the law of 
-R/lo/rcs? One man thinks JeCus Chrifi to be 
himfelf the One Supreme God ; and worfhips 
him as /uch : another thinks Jefus Chriit not 
to be himfelf the One Suprtme God, but the 
One Mediator between God and man, and wor- 
fhips him as fuch a Mediator to the glory of 
the One Snpremc God lznd Father of all. Does 
yo-ur lordfhip now fincerely think, that by 
virtue of the law of MO/es againit biaf’jhemers 
and idolattrs, one of thefe men -has a right to 
put the other to death for worfhipping 
=Chriit only as a medz’atcr ; and that the other 
has a right to put this firit man to death 
for worfbipping ChriIt as the One Supreme 
,$;od ! ‘,Each of them thiuks he has an equal 

right 
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right to call the other an idotuter and LZuF 
p hemer. One for giving any war-fp bt all to 
a perfon who is not the One Supreme God 
and Father of the univerfe ; and the other for 
worihipping as the One Supreme God, Hiti 
who is only the h/lediator between God and 
Man. Your lordship eafily fees what room 
here is for uncharitablenefs and perfecution. 
By what methods fhall this evil be prevented 3. 
The only remedy I can fee is, that men would 
be careful not to prah’ice themfelves, much 
lefs to ;IZJ~~~ upon others, any ihing in the 
worfiip oj’ God, founded upon any par titular 
hypothefis of their own, beyond what is very 
clearly and expressly commanded. 

By this method, and by this dnl,, might 

be cut off the very root and foundation of 
all uncharitable cenfiures and wicked perfe- 
cutions upon this head. 

The next thing your lordship proceeds to, 
is to hew that theft: wh:tm you call Ilrians 
can have no pretence to toleration confidering 
the condutrt of Come heretofore called by that 
name. 

CC With what face, fays your IordlEsip, can 
CC ,drinzzs afl< iuch frlvour frotn any who have 

“ ever read the hiitory of their tarbnriiies.-- 
“ They 
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‘6 They have taught us a /e&n ag&J them- 

ys.vs.” p. 159. 

I. Allowing it, my lord, to be never fo 
true, that Come in former ages called Arians, 
have been perfecutors, and as barbarous as ‘tis 
~pofible ; yet the argument is no better, nor 
other than this,- Some monarchs have been 
tyrants, therefore monarchy is not to be en- 
dured. Or, 

2. If this inference be true, fome of thofe 
whom your lordihip will call OY~~O&, have 
been at leafi as ~a~.kozts; therefore they alfo 
have taq ht IIS a hfln aguinJi t ‘~Pmjelues. And 
thus the circle may be run in accufing and 
condemnin a/l fides, without any jufiice, 
.or without ilIly reafon. 

Eut this muft not be p&d over thus 
fli~htly. Not that it is of any confeqnencs, 
who were the fir-!! perfecutors, or who not, 

fioce the real debate is, uihethci- any of either 
fide have q~ right to p&cute another: 
whether thoie that have the truth on their 
fide; have more right to perfecute thofe who 
are in fY7-cT, than thofe who arc in error have 
to .per:ecute thok that enjoy the benefit of 
*truth. Yet becalife this evil is ~;Tun!ly rhIown 
upon thofe, who are fir the :i~e 6:i?z;: calid 

lh&-s, 
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herthis, I cannot but take notice, that if we 
confult the ccclej&Jical l+?orians we fhall filnd 
that thofe whom your lordfhip efleems very 
orthodox were the fir- that taught the world 
the method of perTecution ; ‘twas thefe that 
fir- brought in the jcular power to drive 
thofe whom they called heretics out of the 
churc’h, A s foon .as the Nicene counci! had 
condemned Arius and his opinions, the er&! 
peror banQ%ed him, and Eu~ebiur, and Tbsognir,’ 
and others. He .iCToed out an e&3, that ‘6 if 
u any book of A’ius’s could be found, it 
‘C Should be burnt : that if any done concealed 
“ any book, and did not produce it that it 
6‘ might be burnt, he himfeif fhould be put 
6‘ to death initantly.” After this we find the 
6‘ emperor refolving to root out all forts of 
her-e/is ; and accordingly he iffued out an 
cdiA 1 agsinfi the Novatians, Vahhians, 
6 MarcioniJs, Paulianr, and thofe called Ca- 
G taphrygianr, and in general all beretis, fir& 
6 that they should not dare to have any pz~blic 
‘ mettir~gs : and that all the hot/fir where they 
6 were wont to afimble fhould be taken 
4 away; then, that they should not nzret 
‘ together privately ; and laflly that thrir 
6 churrbes, if they might be called fuch, fhould 
6 be given to the ratholks. Their books 
b likewife were to be fearched for and taken 
b away.’ 

Thus 
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Thus did the orthodox begin this deteftable 

method again0 the bcretics; which fame of 
them perhaps when they grew in power, 
returned ; and from that time to there la/z 
&ys has that impious courfe been profecuted. 
But theji$? breach was made by the orthodox; 

‘twas they began to employ the fecular arm ; 
‘twas they began to ban@ ; ‘twas they began 
to hinder the public meetings of thofe whom 
they called heretics ; and what wonder then 
when the tree of evil was planted, if it took 
root downwards, and ffrot forth upwards, 
and brought forth its natural fruit. If there- 
fore the lefin be to be learnt againfi men of 
any denomination from this, that Come of 
them alCo have been barbarous when in power, 
‘tis a Q&z that all parties have tgught thofe 
that 
them who 

been undermoJ, and if fome of 
were called Avinns, behaved thcm- 

ielvcs in a cruel manner under Con/jantius 
and Pa/ens, and afterwards in Spain and 
Af, ica, let others look into the Ibecdojan 
Code; and upon the perfecutions of all that 
have had any odious name affixed upon them 
for 1300 years together, and fee if they 
have any room to boalt upon this head, 
Still this is certain, that perCecution was bl- 
gun by the orthodox; and one very remark- 
able difference appears throughout Al our 

v 0 L. III. church 
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church hiflorians, that whereas the creeds, 
:which thofe that were called or~ho~oox, pro- 
,pofed and infiRed on in all their cowcih, were 
always made the t+$~ of parties; and in order 
to this they aZu~~ys contained fome human 
dofirines, fame particular inventions of de- 
Signing men, fame notion or other that was 
unfcriptural.; yet in the creedi propokd by 
.thoie on the ether fide this temper was con- 
flantly obferved, that nothing was ever put 
into them but what all might fubfcribe and 
affent to ; the very terms were generally 

$yipturui; nor did they attempt to qut on a 
level the do3rines of men with the revelation 
r>f God. 

Give me leave to add one remark more 
here ; and that is, that as Melenas was 3 
heathen, and gave his advice to a heathen, 
it muit have been to perfecute chriflians, 
io had b!menas lived in ConJantine’s time, 
and been what was called orthodox, his advice 
had ‘been to perfecute Arius ; had he lived 
in Canflan~ius or ir/alm time, \vhen the 
power was entirely in hands called Ariok, 
(tho’ there never was auy Arianz$n impofed in 
their creeds) his advice to fuffer no inno- 
vations in religion mufi have pufl:ed on thofe 
princes to have defiroyed the orthdox; zmd 
had he lived under Lezuis XIV. not a pro- ’ 

tellant 
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ttfinnt mufi or could have been fuffered in 
France. 

The next thing in your Iordfhip’s pofifcript 
which I think myfelf obliged to confider is, 
the declaration which your lordship has, in 
cffeCt, made againit an o,ten toleration. 

Your lordihip begins wit’h an intimation 
that an 6~ ill u/e has &err made of the text for 
l~/;t&rirzg the tares which ufere fown by the 
6‘ enemy, to grow up with the wheat,” and 
you add, c‘fi,eb we are not to lay ourfflze, lo 

“4/ce? on purpofe lo give the enemy a?1 opp’- 
(‘ tunity lo /o-w t&m.” 

I will not prefume to gcefi at any particular 
expofition of this text which your lo&hip 
may perhaps have met with ; but how far it 
relates to the prefenc debate, HI endeavour 
to fhew. As in the expol^lrion of the parable 
of the jzcer, Matt. xiii. 23. the feed is ex- 
plained to mean the word preached; rb here 
iikewife, TJ. xxiv. pad feed is that dotitriae 
which really produces virtue and goodnefs. 
Tut-es, here oppofed to goti jeil, and which 
were fawn by an enemy, reprefent fa@ doc- 
trines which are taught by a?z enemy, i. e, evil 
men. Good and virtuous perfons, when they 

fee fuch fip doBrines and evil men fuc- 
H 2, ceeding, 
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,ceeding, would rejoice to have their fa& 
qopinions rooted up, and would kjoice that 
the field, i. e. the church, might confifi of 
only good members; but our Saviour deter- 
mines, that the rootin,q out of the tares, i. e. 
the violent cafting out of falfe notions by ex- 
tremities, ought not to be praAifed; but that 
good men fhould take heed, left while they 
gaiher up the tares, they root not up aye the 
wheat. Our Saviour ,has fo explained this 
parable, that it cannot be much mifiaden, 
when he tells us the time when &e rightems 
/;halZJGze, viz. not at prefent, but then, when 
the /on of man J3ullfend forth his an&s, v. 43. 
plainly determining, that the tares kould 
grow up with the wheat till the end of the 
world. Our Lord does not tell us that ‘tis 
our duties to give opportunities to the enemy : 
he does not Cay that we ought to Zuy ou~fetver 
uJeep, or that we fhould not guard againfi 
the enemy as much as pofhbly we can : but 
that we mufi ufe all fuch means, and only 
fuch, as are right an! juJ, to prevent the ’ 
growth of falfe doArines; that we mu0 not 
tread down the wheat in order, as we perhaps 
imagine, to root out the tares‘ A wife man 
will not take fuch meafures to deftroy a weed, 
as neceirarily mufi defiroy his corn; and this 
is what our Saviour only aims at, 
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flow perfecution for opinions is what mu-it 

nedh ily d&troy the uheut as well as the 
tares, the truth as much as it can do fqlfe- 
hood. cNhere there is fu much fallehood in 
the world, and that tdo in fo much power, 
by this way of proceeding fhe truth mufi 
necq firily be rooted up The ~fahsmetavls 

iiG,isine, no dstlbt, thnt they are in the trr,t!?, 
and that cbliitianit; Is 2 z ;” iu their field ; 
thcrefc,re they upon this princi pie are obliged 
to root it out. Among@ chiiiiidns, the pap;/?s 
ought to root out the ~~~,~~jIunts, and the 
prcte/ian:s to r(, t out h3t only the common 
enemy3 the papys. but&kewife to arm each 
particular fe& agniriit irs neighbours. What 
a fcene of woe f di ,~l;iti,~n mult this pro- 
duce .Z Whilit I“ I tic 1 contr ;idi&ory orthodoxy 
every where appears, every where mufi ap- 
pear, itore of tar0 to be gathrld 24p and 
ht*fJf, till at IaCt G~thOdUx, and the longefi 
furvivors of cruelty, muft dignify the fame 
thing. But then upon the fcheme of open 
toleration nothing is more natural and eafy ; 

For here our bufinefs is not to lay ourfe1w.s 
tiJ&ep, but to watch ; ‘tis to reprove, rebuke 
and exhort zm’rh all long-jtftring and patience. 
Every man has the right, which your lord- 
lhip has ufed, to endeavour to convince gain- 
fhyers. Reafon is the weapon of rational 

K3 agents, 
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agents, and never fails to be revenged on rhofc 
who are enemies to it, that is, who eirher 
majntain an error, or even hold the truth in 
unrighteoufnefs, With this fence we are to 
guard ourfeloes. And if the enemy furmounts 
this, and cannot be convinced, or is ohflinate 
and will not, ‘tis out of our powers to hinder 
the growth of thef’e tares: we mufi do a#k 
that is in OUT powers to convince him, we 
mufi pray for him, but not treat his perfon 
ill; nor muA we, to ruin him, make ufe of 
fuch arts as in confequence mufi ruin our 
own f&es. 

Your lordship will call this, perhaps, giving 
an fppcrtuvity to the enemy to fow the tares. 
But is .it giuii,g UN opportunity when you watch 
and oppofe him ? When you fpread the truth 
as fail as the enemy does his errors ? When 
you refute or endeavour to refute his prin- 
cipks? But if you will not admit this for 
f%fEcient watchfulncfs, but think it necefirp 
to make ufe of j&-c, and the jculur arm, 
‘twiil be -giving an opprJrtunity fliil, or may 
be called fo, till you come to the ufe of racks 
and gibbets ; nor can any itop be put, tiil 
that effetiual one of death itfelf is applied. 

One reafon which your Iordfhip has made 
ufe of in your pvefcfo~y difcourfe for the print- 

ing 
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ing this book is, ‘ becoufe it is nit enough to 
‘ believe with the heart, bbt with the mouth 
‘ confeffion is made unto falvation ; arid nst 
‘ confeliing the Lord JeJr,s bufxe men, is next2 
‘ io the denying him.” p. 3. 

Your Iordfhip, I dare fay, will conceive. 
a man, however erroneous, to give the be/3 
marks pol?ible of his inttgn’ty, who fuffers 
great temporal inconveniencies, (fuch as im- 
p-xifonment, or the lofs of a very creditable 
and handfome fupport of a fami!y) for think- 
ing, that not to con)) the Lord Jfus before 
men, fuch as he conceives him really to be 
ilr himfelf, and in office and relation to us, 
is nrxt to denying him. Bat notwithftanding* . 
tbcir ictegrity, and their fears left they bou!d 
be thought prof2yres to what they think an error 
of the utmofi confequence, yet your lordfhip 
conceives, that the want of infliCting punik- 
ments & thofe you call Arians, for their no- 
tions, is g&n,0 an opportunity to the eneim;v 
which we ought not. 

Bu,t my lord, the opportunity which your 
lordfllip fears should be giwz to the enemy, has S 
been carefully guarded again0 ; and moderate 
penal&s have been applied, tho’ there whol- 
fome feverities, as they have been called, have* 
p.soved ineffe&ual. Mr. Em$n was fentenced- 

H4 to 
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to fufer imprtjhment for a ysar and a day, and 
fo pay a thou/bnd pouted fine ; (that is, many 
hundred of pounds beyond the prifoner’s ut- 
mail abilities) a?zd to give jcurity fcr his g3od 
b, havio:lr during lzye. Mr. ‘ZVb$?on’s cafe is 
more univerfaily known, and efpecially to 
your lordship, who is acquainted with his 
fXp.h~Gn from his prof~or$?$, and from a 
hL?!ure in CombridgP, and turned a itarving 
tvirh a wife and. a numerous iffue. But itili 
it may be &id that the opportunity is given to 
the$ cncmirs to few the tares, notwithfianding 
xhefe attempts : and accordingly b&h theft 
gentlemen write ; and write fo well, that 
they have great weight with many that read 
them. If fines, imprifonments, and depri- 
vations are not fufficient to put a flop to 
them, 1 fee not what can do it but greater 
extremities itill, that is, death; which Iurely 
not any 046 principle of renfgtt, or any unb 
doBrine of JeCus Chrifi can juitify. 

Your lordfhip goes OR thus : ‘ The Jews 
’ t e&on they arc_fbvlid even by th law of Mofes 
c fo revile Ihe gods if cthvr nt~t~ons wh,‘ch were 
c no gods : but tht the Son of God, whom WC 
’ and all Chr$‘~ndom adorf as the God of our 
g Salvation, Jhould be reviled, trampled on, 
d und put to open fhame 61 th- of our Lwn 

‘ nation,, 
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6 as well as 6f God, uncontrouled, wihut 

6 any animadvertion -is unaccountable, both in .J 
4 prudence and religion.” p. x58. 

The reader is here told (with what jufke . 
your lordship will confider) that thofe whom 1 
your lord&p is pleafed to Me Asians, .re’wik, 
trample on, and put to oprn flume tbt SUB of 
God. Whence fuch a charge cooId arife I. 
cannot conceive. Do they MJ~Z~, whom they; 
adore ? Do they tromp/e m that perfoa -whom : 
they daily praij 3 Do they put to open-&am+ , 
him, whom they:&& for his kindnefs, con-. 
d&e&on, love and benefits towards them ? ’ 
Surely this muit appear very (hocking, to fay 
that a man rrzlil~s the being whom her da$y~;r 
p~aifes,. sod pray to ; for whofe f&e f7~dailpi~ 
fuffers, and is ready to undergo the f&w& ‘t 
trial that t can be infMed.: What. are. the. 
marks of love, of gratitude, .and of the,mofi’- 
profound reipeR, if a..readineiS to’ f’ubmit to 1 
auy temporal incouvenkncies . fsr, any. one’s . 
fake is deemed reviljng and contom~l ? Should A 
Mr. K retort thisxharge on.*& a&e&&es, ). 
and openly a&r t th&t4 in coofequence of. their I. 
icheme, they rev&, and trample on the pee&lb - 
majeffy of the God and Father of all,! {tire I*i 
~1, that every ierious chrifiian\ would dete& c 
the imputation, and think that‘ religjon fuCuf- 

4. bred., 
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fered more from, fuch uncharitable cenfures, , 
than it could do from the denial of any point, 
in which. the Scriptures have determined 
nothing clearly. 

’ There is but onr point more that I fhall 
trouble your lordhip with; and that is on 
account of the fuggeftion which- your lordfhip 
has made, that thofe who a& in authority 
have the real guilt of being partakers OF other- 
mens fins, if they do nor provide a fpcedy 
remedy to the evils your lordikrip complains, 
of; for, qui ntn prohibet, cum poft$, jubet. 
p. 158. 

That a jufi and proper remedy ought to be’ 
applied to every real evil is readily acknow- 
ledged ; and therefore I declared for the onb. 
remedy that appears to me CO be cmfdent 
with Feafon and with revelation ; and I as 
heartily defire that every man may be brought. 
to fee the errorsmf his ways, as your lord- 
fhip does. But i hope I am not a partaker of’ 

ano?hr’s /jns, if I cannot come into a fcheme 1 
of peqhititz ; or if I cannot but think that. 
the only proper method of dealing with rea- 
fonable men is convi&ion, aad the prelIing. 
them with arguments from reafon and reve-. 
Mon. This makes me admire at what your 
lordi’nip alludes to, when you intimate that. 

there 
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there is not at prrfent given to the proper chum--. 
?ionr of our faith an opptrtunity to refute and* 

reclaim [men] from their errors, p. .IsS. Are- 
the clergy, my lord, now rrJraind front* 
fearching into Scripture, or from fearching* 
into antiquity, in order to find proper mate- 
rials to reftite any error ? Are they re~rat’md 
from writ.Gzg or frompuU$Gzg their thoughts .2- 
Or what way of re@ting and reclaiming men- 
ffom error is prevented by his rnajeJ7y ? True* 
it is, that L Defee’nddr of the faith is not an _ 
‘ empty title,’ ibid. Yet permit me, my lord, 
to exprefs my wilhes, that if thefaith can no. ” 
way be clefcnded but by J%PS,- impi-ifonments, 
or deaths, that it may ever continue an em/if 
tit.‘e. ‘Tis better that that fhould be an 
rmpry tit&, than that ever it fhould be main- 
tained by that which. is antichr$ian; and I 
which iF prokuted by every crowned Eeadj : 
muit make the chriflian world a fcene of ’ 
blood and cruelty, 

But by cornpaying what your lordfhip fays . 
here, with what you have faid p. 156. ‘tis 
eary to fee- that your lordship-blames 6 do,% 
4 who are in- autharit)~, thaB do not advt~e hir 

6 ~i~~+‘y to give the filthers and paftors of hour 
g church it+~,ve to fpmk )f ;- themfelves, and in- 
6 deedjbr the kin:.’ i. e. that the convocaGon 1 
$lxauld determine this c:~t?:xove.rfy:. That * 
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‘6 Tbot fiodd be permit/cd re fit and a& in tak- 
‘4 ing care of that Bock of Chrifi, of which 
‘6 the Hdy Ghofi has made them overfeers, 
64 and w&$ the laws of she land have committed 
‘6 to them,” p. 156-7. 

Before I confider the thhg propofed by 
your lordfbig, I cannot but obferve, that YOUC 

;tordfhip in the former paGge wanted the 
convocation to RE%T.‘. errors : here ‘tis to 
~?t and ~62. I think the ufuai method in ron- 
voration is not to re)2te errors; ‘tis not to 
convirm mens judgments, or to produce re(I/;NS 
for what they do, but to determine tbe truth 
or falfhood of a notion US4thGri!dVe/y. Syno- 
dical affairs are always tranfsfled in a juh’al 

manner ; whilft prbvate per/m, i e. men in 
their private capacities, ufually attempt to 
rcfite any error that happens to arife. 

As to the method by your lordlhip pro- 
poied, that rho/B who a-2 in authority are 
partakers of other mens &IS becaufe they do 
sot fuffer the convocation to& and aa, I wili 
lay before your lordlhip the fe~timents of two 
Very great men, who have been reputed or- 
qnnent3, the one of the 
r>ther of our ffzufi church. 

anfient church, the 



Cmji’antinople, and fummoning this great mm, 
who for his exaanefs and fkill in fcriprure 

\ was called the DIVINE, to that Jynod, he 
refufed to come ; u Experience having taught 
u him how little good could be expeAed 
(6 from fynods ; they ufuallg widening more 
6‘ than curing differences. Nor will I (fays 
‘6 he) be prefent at any bnsds, where they 
‘6 cackle like geefe or cranes : in thofe affem- 
Lc blies there is contention, and fquabble; 
‘I and shameful &ions, which were hid be- 
“ fore, are there made public, men of; hoflile 
es minds towards one another being aambled 
“ together ?” Thefe refleoions were oc- 
cafioned by thofe meetings of the clergy at 
ConJiatitinople a firit and fecond time ; and at 
other places ; from whence this-great DIVINE 
found fo little comfort, that nothiig could 
perfuade him to come near them at lafi. So 
little did he expeA from @ds towards the 
iwing of controverfial evils, 

The o&v, is olfr prefent primate*, whore 
judgment in fynodical affairs ever%y man mufi 
waiue and pay a wonderful deference to. 
6 There is icarce any thing in antiquity, fays 
6 he, that either more expofed our chriitian 
6 profefflon heretofore, or may more deferve 
6 our ferious confideration at this-day, than 

* Dr. I#‘&, then archbifhop of Canterbury. 
2 z the 
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6 t-he uiotfnce, the pason, the malce, thefalJ”e-- 
‘TM+, and the cppreD;on which reigned in moft 
‘-of thofe fynods that,were held by ConJ~ntine 
6 firft, .and after him by the following em- 
‘ percrs, upon the occafion of the Ariarz con- 
‘ troverf’y. Bitter are the complaints, which, 
6 we are told that great emperor made of’, 
f them. --And what little fuccefs other fynods- 
6 have oftentimes had, might. e&y be made* 
‘ appear,. were it needfuI to enlarge upon foa 
‘ known and melancholy a fubjeA. Now. 
6 this, as it has obliged not only the befi 
6 .men, but the wifefi emperors, to be very 
6 careful, how they either called, or encou- 
‘ raged fuch alfemblies, unlefs they had fome 
6 ~esfon to hope for 2 good $2” of them, fo - 
< ,may it f&ice to convince.us Ml, that neither 
6 ar.e all times, nor all catdjh, either proper. 
4 for, or worthy of, .Jwch meeting : and that I 
6 the expediency of. them ought to be very ~ 
6 clearly made ant, before it can with any, 
6 realon be expeaed, that the prince fhould 
6 conrent to their aKcmbling ’ A&m-ity. of 
Cbr$ian Frinces, p. 307-8., 

Your lordfllip mofi certainly will fq, that 
the prtffint time, and the +$+n/ cavj-, are mofi 
certainly proper for, and wvthy of, Juch m:et- 
in,os. 6 A time when the doBrines of our 
b molt holy faith, and the ap~Jolical inJtltuhft 

&.of 



6 of the governlnent of our church are fo viru- 
6 lently attacked, and in fo open and infolent 
‘ a manner.’ p. 157~ 

Permit me, my lord, to reply to this in the 
words. of that great man, our prefent metro- 
politan, ‘ There may be fame times in which 
6 it would be altogether uaadvijable toaffemble 
‘ it [a convocation. J When mens puJ?ixG are, 
6 let loofe, and their m’ndj difordered; when 
6 their intereys and d&ns; their friends and 
‘ t,heis parties, nay their own judgments, and I 
~~principler, lead them d$rent ways ; and they 
6 agree in nothing fo much,. as in being very.. 
‘.peeGfi and angry with one another: when. 
a- their very rea/;in is depraved ; and they 
6 judge not according to truth or evidence, but 
6 with re/psD ofprr/bns, and every one oppofes 
4 what another of a difirent perf~tifhz either 
c move5 or approves of: what good can the 
6 prime propofe to hi&elf, or any w$ man 
6 hope for, from any alfembly that can be 
6 brought together, under the unhappy in- 
4 fluence of there, and the like prepoflefions, I 

c It was the Gznfe of t-his, made a wz> man, 
‘ in -the lafi age, tell Charles the Vth, That it 
4 appeared by experience, amd might from reafh 
c bt demon$‘rated, that It6ofe afbirs feldom fuc- 
( cuded well, w3ich w,rIp to be done by many,. 

And” 



1 &p. $5,~ Plllirs of PRI ESTCR AFT 

6 And if fuch be the inconvenience to which 
6 number alone, expofes fuch meetiags, in the- 
6cbefI times.; fure 1 am, both reujh and ex- 
6 perience will much more convince us, that in 
‘ times of doubt and dij20~lf nl, this will be the. 
“more likely to be the cafe; and that under 
6 fiich circumflances, there is Me good to be. 
c-es ,‘e&d from ,them.’ 

P 
Pt-i&s, p. 3r 6-T 7. 

Authority of CbriJ3iatt~ 

As to the CO+, upon Lvhich your lord&$> 
thinks it %I for the convocation to,‘2 and a&?*, 

1 muf’t itill reply in the words of*our rn~$. 
reverend archbr/hop. 

6 It would be not on+. mevdIefs *but ai”&rd 
6 hr a fynod to be called to debate over again ’ 
* the fundamentals of piety.-Ali that they) 
6 would gain by doing it, would .be only this, 
* that they would fee their! authority and de- 
‘ finitions defpifed b3 them; and might pro- 
6 babiy give offence to good men, as if they 
4 had fo much reafon on their fide, or,there> 
6 were To much difficulty in this cafe, as to ; 
4 need the !;)lemnity of a convocation to inter- 
‘ pofe in it,’ This his race fpeaks concern- 
ing f.epfjCs, and I&&es, who deny the truths 
of chriftianity. But then his gl-ace goes on to 1 
affirm, 6 that neither there is aay need of a 
6 U~LU hnod UP declare the doC;trine of the 

‘ church 
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c church in fuch points, in which it has, by 
c as greof, or even greater authority, been 
‘ before declared. A convocation may fit, 
‘ fays he, and draw up what creeds and con- 
‘ fefims it will; but if they expe& that thofe 
4 who dcfpife the authority of the an&t 
c generaE co~nrils of the church fhould be con- 
‘ cIuded by their definitions, it will, I doubt, 
‘ cappear that they have but flattered them- 
‘ felves with vain hopes : and they will find 
* too late, that thofe, who are not to be re- 
( flrained by what has already been deter- 
s mined, will much lefs regard any new 
‘ dec~$onr that can be pade againfi them.’ 
ibid. p. 313. 

‘Tis not, my lord, a crime I hope in me, 
to de&e that the royal fipremacy may get the 
better of the fp;ritual jurt$diEtian, 6 If the 
a meeting and ailing of the convocation does 
‘ depend upon the grace and pleafure of the 
c prince, fo that they can neither affemble, 
‘ nor confnlt, without his permilIion, nor is 
c he any farther obliged lo allow of tither, 
‘ than he is perfuaded their meeting and aAing 
‘ will be for the pubIic benefit of rhe church 
‘ and kingdom’-- perhaps c his majefly may 
‘ have as good or better reafons agninlt their 
‘ fitting under the prefent circumfianies of 
s affairs,’ than can be offered for it. iM. p. 3. * 

‘I ‘he 
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The charge of partcrking in cthcr mens jh 
is certainly very revere : it deals about a heavy 
refleCtion upon all the mir2Q?ry; and how far 
his majeJy him/elf may be concerned, I know 
not. Every reader, I believe, will be apt to 
conceive that the charge is pointed ihere, as 

well as upon others, when your lordfl ip rays, 
?‘hat 6 Defender of the fiitb is no/ nn empty 

6 title: the ddflnce of iLe cbu~ch of England is 
- c --the foundaticn of the revolutim, and of 

‘ his majefiy’s fuccefion lo the throne,’ p, 158. 

But what is all this grounded upon ? Be- 
caufe a Jn9d is not permitted to aJ’&nble, 
where ‘tis ‘ very likely to fly into hats and 
a part&f, and after much contention, nothing 
‘ to be done, And then the enemies without, 
‘ will fmile, dnd tell the world, that when it 
( came to the trial, the convocation i&elf 
‘ could not agree, about this matter; and 
6 from thence draw an untoward confequence 
4 againfi the very do&-ine itfelf [of the trinity.‘J 
A~thori Sy of Chr$ian P&m, p. 3 30. 

I would willingiy, my lord, cafi a veil 
over this unaccountable bthaviour of cuuncil.c, 
‘ where pride and i,‘/-natwe commonly do- 
‘ mineer ;’ that I may Ml keep to that great 
man’s words, Appeal. Pref. p. 24. When 
one fees the arts that have been ufed to con- 

demn. 
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&mn or ta acquit a perfon, the intrigues, the 
corruption, the malice and oppreflion, which 
appears in the very firit azmblr’es of the clergy 
under Con/aloha ; and by what tricks their 
points were carried then, and have been too 
often fince, I am borne do.wn by the weight 
of his grace’s judgment, and cannot but acquit 
his mnjeJy and all others of all imputation of 
fin, in not permitting, in our prefent circum- 
fiances, the cosvocation tq/;t and aR. 

Pardon me, my lord, for the trouble I 
have put your lordfhip to on this occafion. 
But when the humour of addreifing, begun 
at Oxfovd, encouraged and promoted by the 
London cltrgy, and ‘tis faid (I do not pretend 
to fay for what end) that ‘tis to be carried on 
jn many vz,htions over EngLand this fummer, 
-when this humour of addreffrng thanks for 
a Losk, which contains the very effence of 
perfiwtion, is pron,otcd, I cannot but openly 
pro@ againit fuch proceedings. It feems to 
me an artful method of fome to catch the 
unwary, that uuder pretence of declaring 
again/ herefy, they may declar:: jbr perfe- 
cution. Your lordship, no doubt, is not 
accountable for any a&ions t!f other men. I 
therefore propofe it to the confideration of 
all thofe who are fo zealous for thefe tha;qks, 

that 
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that if this public approbation of your Ior& 
hip’s book be this teftified, whether it be. 
not in all th& that z-e conci:rned, as that 
great plate fb Often quote&, expreres it, to- 
arraign the government, or nut /ufirin,n the 

COnlPDCAT’IO N to meet, and to tell the 
world, that bctb the honour of reli~~ion, and the 

god of tb~ church, dre concerned in it, and 
rsnrot be prijerved wi:ho:ct it. . fUiEOri,y Of 

CL~$‘crz PI in. es, p. 5. 1s not this tw&ake 
as I , vir.‘. 521s I /.byg,/lion agninft our iovereign- 
lorcl kir.g C EORGE, ail2 againfi all in NU- 
tbo7ify iv iP: t hm, as ‘ris ptfib:e to make ? 
Is thib ii,::::: ition fit and right at this time,. 
when a !yiIit of fa&ioa is raifed and pro- 
mote,3 ( ver the nation on other accounts ; 
and when diCconrents have clouded in a 
grra: muafure mens undcriiandings ! 

But if thanks-m& be vote&, as Z perceive- 
the unherjty of Cambridge likewife hath jufi 
now done, yet let the doflrine of perfecution 
be excepted ; let the hathen’s advice, which 
muit have prevented chriftianity’s coming into 
the world, and mIltI hinder the refo;*mniion of 
puUc errurs in all countries, be excepted ; 
let the chajgc upon the gsvernment be excepted ; 
and let the ct’rors of the book, whatever they 
b: (for which,1 am fure your lordthip would, 

t not accept any one’s /hltnRs) be excepted, that 
tbofe. 
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&6fe who ,vote their thanks may not be 
chargeable with t&m, and then I think the 

-Jr- /?h Ka d mere I an s re ue to your lord kip ; nor 
would any man more readily concur in giving 
kthem, than, 

April z&h, 
My Lo RD, ’ 

1721. Your LorAhip’s 

Mofi obedient Servant. 

P 0 S T 5 C R I P T. 

T I-I 0’ in the preceding Zttter, a fufficient 
aniwer is given to what your lordlhip 

had faid concerning punifhment for bZ~@emy, 
yet-1 have judged it not improper to fuggefi 
a few things upon that topic more particularly. 

Bla/phemg is an irreligious, prefumptuoirs, 
contemptuous reviling of God. When there- 
fore your Iordfhip fays, p. I 59. If be { Chrifi] 
be God, tmd you deny him, ‘tis blafphemy, 
your lord&p confounds an irveligiow, pre- 
Jitmptssoarr, contemptuous reviling of Ged, with 
a mi/laktn notion or conception of Gld which has 
PZO contempt, no reproach, no reviling of God 
defigned or intended in it. 

There 
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There is not a more mifchievous abufe of 
words, than to apply a term, which always 
in its pr~pprr fenfe itands for a a?Jgnedprefump- 
izlous reviling, to caf2.s where no defigued 
reviling is intended. 7‘0 execute therefore 
laws, made againft real blufphny ; and under 
the cover of that wcrd to draw in, as guilg, 
thofe who by cor$igusnces .and cun$hAion only, 
can 
t0 

be deemed Nafphemerr, is to enfnare and 
entrap men j ‘tis to punifh perfons for 

crimes which they never thought of, and from 
their hearts abhor ; and therefore with equal 
juffice, they might be treated as fehns, or 
murderers, as they can be blu$hemers. 

Let biafjhemy, my lord, that which is really 
Fuch, be puniihe;f as feverely as your lordfhip 
wifhes ; but let not men be deemed tl7F 

phemers by conjpulnces. I know not where 
d-h evil can flop, if once this praAice flrould 
take place ; every CalvirIly’ is charged with 
blufphen;y by his adverCrr)es, for making ,God 
he auihcr of j?2 ; and he in his turn charges 
them with the f&~ CII’WIC, for maintaining 
freedom of wiil. ‘Tis jufi the fame betwixt 
protr#‘cint: and t;ap;/1s : each of them dealing 
about the word blo/rpLemy, upon the other, by 
a horrible abufe of the word, for a ~~/Pguence, 
which is utterly denied, and detefled, by 
thofe that are charged with it. 

When 
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When the word, blaJphemy, is applied for, 

attribut:ng to God what d~cs nGt belorl,o to him, 
,a- for, denying what does belong to him-h 
thefe cafes, and fuch like, which are infinite, 
it does not Ggnify any vice, but a m$ake; it 
‘does not relate to any thing firi&ly evil in a 
man, but to any (rror or inconfifiency of 
notion about God : ‘tis taken not in its proper 
and eminent fenfe, but in a Zut;gc extent, for 
whatever, any way, by conjqutnce remote or 
near, hurts the name and reputation of any 
one. To punish men for blafpphtmy, in this 
f&-rfe of the word, is to punik men, in cffe&, 
for being fallible, and becaufe they are not 
.able to fee all the confequences, that thofe of 
the molt exaZ;ecZ underitandings really, or in 
imagination, do fee. A punifhment which 
where ‘twill fall ‘6 no man can foretell, every 
v4g good man fears,” 

5 
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     There was a time, known as the Golden Age of
Freethought, from about 1865 to 1925, when it was
thought that the Higher Religions -- Rationalism,
Secularism, Deism, Atheism and other “thinking”
religions (as opposed to the lower “believing”
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these old works to republish in electronic format for
preservation and distribution of this information; if
you have such old, needed and scarce works please
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If every American does his or her best for America
and for Humanity we shall become, and remain, the
Grandest of Nations – admired by all and feared by none,
our strength being our Wisdom and kindness.

Knowledge knows no race, sex, boundary or
nationality; what mankind knows has been gathered from
every field plowed by the thoughts of man.  There is no
reason to envy a learned person or a scholarly institution,
learning is available to all who seek it in earnest, and it is
to be had cheaply enough for all.

To study and plow deeper the rut one is in does not
lead to an elevation of intelligence, quite the contrary!
To read widely, savor the thoughts, and blind beliefs, of
others will make it impossible to return again to that
narrowness that did dominate the view of the
uninformed.

To prove a thing wrong that had been believed will
elevate the mind more than a new fact learned.
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REMARKS upon a BILL now depending 
in PARLIAMENT, entitled, A bill to 
prevent fiils for tythw, where nom, nap 
any compo~tion for tke Jame have been 
paid within a certain #umber ofyears, 

By a Reverend PRELATE*. 

HE law concerning exemption fi-om 
tphes as it fiands at prefent, is thus : 
If tythe be demanded by the incum-. 

bent, and the proprietor of the lands pleads 
5 an ~~mp&n, the incumbent i&Is upon CO~Z- 

nm right as the general rule of law ; and it 
r&s upon the proprietor to prove the exemp- 
tion. And there is great reafon it Should be 
fo ; becaufe in all cnles, m’hoever pleads excmp- 
tion from a general rule, is bound to aiiign the 
fpecial grounds and realons, of filch exemp- 
tion : And becaufe in this particular cafe, it is 
iuppofed that the proprietor of the Iando has 
the evidences in his hands ; and it cannot be 
fuppofed that he or his anceftors would pay for 
an efiate as tythe free, without clear evidence S 

@ Dr. Skerkck, then bifl~ip of SaIz$ur~. 
12 that 



IC$ The Pillars of PRIE~TCRAFT 

that it was fo ; when they knew the law to be 
iuch, that an incumbent would have it in his 
power at any time to demand tythe of com- 
mon right, and muit prevail, if legal evidence 
of the exemption could not be produced. 

But by this new bill, the proof fhafl not rcfi 
upon the proprietor of the lands, who is LuppoC- 
ed to have the evidences of it in his hands, and 
he and %is family concerned in intcreit to pre- 
ferve them ; but the proof that payment has been 
made within the term ,of years to be fixt by 
this bill, if it pars into a law, is to refi upon 
the incumbent ; who comes a firnnger to the 
parifll,unacquainted with what vzts done in the 
times of his predeceffors, and not like to be 
3fiiited by the pnrlihioners, confidering the in- 
terefi they have, 2nd the inlluences they are 
oft times under. 

In this way, exemptions may eai;ly be fet 
up for all lands, the tythe whereof has not 
been taken in kind, but (which is the mofi ufu- 
al method) paid in money, whether as a zna- 
dtds, or upon the foot of a private agreement 
between the incumbent and proprietor. For 
the receipts for the rrjopey are in the hands of 
the proprietor, and the fucceeding incumbent 
rxl,ny know nothing of any agreement made ; or 
‘C , :! ::c- , ?o. 1:~ CnilnOt 0’~1ig? him to produce the 

]- ^I : . f.5 
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fcceipts in proof of it. Whereas the law, as it 
Stands at prefent, by which he is enabled to fue . 
for tythe of CGMMZQ~ +/lr, and prevails, if the 
proprietor do not prove the exemption, effec- 
tually recur-es thecleF& againit all fuch frauds 
and impofi tions, and nothing e&e can efFe&iu- 
-ally few-e them. 

Many of the reLtories impropriate belonging 
to bishops, deans, and chapters, and other ec- 
clefiafiical perfons, and to the colleges in the 
two univerfities, are, and have long been, in 
the hands cf lords of mannors, or other pro- 
prietors of lands within the fame parishes; which 
Jeafes defcend from Father to fan, and enable‘ 
them to let their own efiates tythe-free. And 
all lands, which by reafon of fuch unity of 
poffefioa, fhall have paid no tythe within the 
term to be limited by this a&, are. exempted 
by it from paying tythefar ever. 

Some of the religious orders, particularly 
the CiJercians, were privileged from paying 
tythe of lands while they continued in their occu- 
pation, and not otherwife. And though all the 
lands of the religious came into the hinds of 
the crown, and from the crown to the grantees,’ 
in the fame manner as the religious enjoyed 
‘them ; yet by this bill, if the grantee of the 

13 crown 
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crown fhali have kept &ch lands in his own 
occupation, during the term therein to be li- 
mited, all incumbents are Ceprived for ever- 
c)f the right they had ~0 tythc, when f’ch 
lands should be cccupied by a ienant. 

Warrens, woodlands in particular countries, 
and lands that have laia wafte, from all which 
tythe would be due, if converted into arable 
or paiture, will be entitled to a perpetual ex- 
grnption by this afit; and it may have the like 
eff”r& in many other cafes, not now forefeen. 

If it be candidly conkkred, by how many 
~rdue wag” exemptions may and do gov, w(= 
fi3zli Ice no reafon to take from the clergy any 
a3var;tages againit them, which the law gives 
8s it fitands at prefent. Some difficulties haye 
been mentioned already? which, cannot be a- 
voided by incumbents, though never fo careful, 
and wholly free fr’om refiraints and influences 
of all kinds 5 F mean their coming &angers to 
their livings, and the difficulty of procuring 
evidence among the parishioners. But befides 
thsfe, the clergy who come in unaeuflommed 
to fecular affairs, are more IiabIe to be impofed 
upon than others ; and ibme of t&m are not Co 
careful of the rights of their church, as might 
be wished, for want of reAeRing that they are 
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hot barely concerned in interefi for their own 
time, but are moreover the guardians of thofe 
rights for the ufe of their fucceffors. Some 
are unaEtive and fedentarg, and care not to 
enter into enquiries, which may lead them into 
troublefome law-fuits : Others are not in need, 
and forefeeiug the uneafinef’s they ihall raik 
to themfelves by conteiting exemptions, fit itill 
and acquiefce : Others are poor, and have not 
money to fupport contefis with rich men, and 
fo RZZ@ acquiefce : Many are known to come in 
under the refiraint of general bonds of refig- 
,nation, with heavy penalties, and muft either 
go on to indulge the enate of the patron, or be 
ruined : Mani livings are given to the fans or 
near relations of pa’rons, who are naturally 
difpofed to be refpetiful to the &ate of the 
family ; and if others alfo di;l not the &me, 
they are Cometimes thought very ungr:lcefuI fL:;,:r 
the favour of their prefentation. hlany of the 
poorer livings all over &gland are held by fe- 
quefiration, without either inititution or in- 
d&ion ; and the clergy who officiate in them, 
not being properly incumbents, cannot bring 
fuits for the right to tythe ; and if an incum- 
bent come in, who is willing and able to do it, 
he wiI1 be wholly precluded by this a0 after a 
certain number of years, . 

=4 It 
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It is eafily ken, how difcontinuances of pay- 
ment may have grown by any one or more af 
thrfe ways ; and it would bevery unreafonabk, 
that firch difcontinuances, to which all iFe teethes 
jn & kingdom are expofed, Should be turned 
into perpetual exemptions, for no other reafon, 
but became it may now and then be doubtfui, 
and need the determination of the law, whether 
ZI particular parcel of land is really exempt or 
not. And it would be extremely hard, that 
the livings and the fucceffors in them, should 
be made to fuffer without any pofibility of 
remedy, by the poverty, indolence, or unhappy 
comphances of their predeceifors ; who may 
have fatisfied their minds with this, that it 
would be in the power of their fucceffors, at 
OY;~ time, to do right to themfelves and their 
church againit pretended exemptions, by ex- 
erting their claim to tythe of romlnon right ; 
little fufpefiing, that this ancient right would 
be extinguifhed by any future law, when the 
fianding rule of all courts, civil and ecclefia- 
Gical, fince the ry%mation as well as before, 
had been, that no plea de nun dcrimandu ought 
to be admitted; and when it appeared not, 
that thej~/?~~, and equity of that rule had at 
any time been called in queition by the l’egi- 
&tare. 

Tho’ 
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The’ the prefent bill goes no further than 
to citablih a perpetual exemption upon a paJ 
difcontinuance of payment of tythe ; yet as the 
feveral caujs and orca/;ons of thofe difcontinu-- 
antes hitherto, will itill remain and have the 
like effefi, (particularly, the infifling upon 
general bonds of refignation, is well known to 
be far more common, and more openly and 
avowedly prafitifed, of late d‘iys, than ever ;) 
fo will there be the fame pretence hereuf’er for 
new a& to eitabliIh exemptions, under colour 
of lofs of evidence, and preventing law ‘&its, 
and quieting poffefions ; and, in this way, 
there muit be a gradual ditninution of the 
maintenance of the clergy in every generation, 
if they be deprived of the benefit they now 
have, of claiming tythe by CO~VAWZ Gghr. 

From there confiderations, and from the 
manifeit difadvantagts the c!ergy lie under in 
being far lefs able to ~COX~, and prove, -and 
aJ&t their Y~JJ/~IS, than tholk cvho enjoyeflates 

\ by inberiian:e ; no itatutes for l’mitalt’on of fuits 
have ever been extended to the revenues of 
the church, but the fuccefIbrs have hitherto 
been left at full liberty to ufiit their rights, 
at any time. So that it is very groundlefly 
infinuated in the preamble to this biil, that the 
fiatute of Edw. 6th, on lvhich it pretends to 

15 found 
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found itfelf, had created a prefcription of forty 
years, To as to debar the clergy of thofe days 
from claiming tythe in any other manner than 
they had been paid within that term, and 

’ from chiming any at all, if lands had not paid 
any at all for Co long a time. For the words 
of that ati are, that all praedial tythes kall 

_ be paid, ak/icch manner and form as bath been- 
1pf right yielded and paid within forty years next 
befire the making of fhilah’, OR OF RIGHT OR 

CUSTOMOUGHTTOHAVE BEEN PAID. The 
meaning of that retroipe& of forty years was 
plainly this; that in the infancy of the reftma- 
tion many of the people were unwilling to pay 
tythes to the protefian‘t clergy, and did not be- ’ 
lieve they had any title to them ; as is plainly 
intimated in the preambles to two former a& 
for the payment of tythes, 27 ?-I. 8. c. 20. and 
32 H 8 c. 7. Againfi whom it is plainly the 
intention of this aa, to provide that they fl~all 
be obliged to pay tythes to theprotej’ulal incum- 
bents, as pun&ually, as they had paid them to 
the pqifi; and if they do not, that they fhall 
be li;tble to temporal coercion, as well as ec- 
c!efi;lfiical cenfures. So that the aCt of Edw. 
6. was made wholly in fuvuur of the clergy, 
and to facilitate the recovery of their tythes ; 

.and then, as to the right, though no tythe at 
ali had been afiually paid within that term, 

the 
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tlie power of ruing for it is fully referved by . 
the additional words, OR OF RIGHT OR CUs- 

TOM OUGHT to have been paid-And, in a 
fubfequent claufe (fe& 4.) all exemptions and 
difcharges from tythe, are left to itand or fail 
according to the laws in being, before that a&;, 
provifion being only made, that if they were 
really exempt before, they Lhould not be made 
liable to pay tythe by an; thing in the a& 
Whereas the prefent bill is wholly in favour 
of the parishioners againz the clergy, and 
takes from incumbents the known and efia- 
blifhed privilege of claiming tythe of kommon 
right ; and, after a difcontinuance of payment 
for a certain time, utterly deprives them of their 
right, even though they thould be able to 
prove it byrecords and evidences of undoubted 
authority. 

But if that retroipeEt to the forty years be- 
fke the a& of Edward the VIth, had been 
made the on4 rule of the clergy’s right ; it had 
been a much more favourable ru&, than the 
like, or even a larger term of years before the 
making of this a&, would be. Every one 
kngws in what view tythes were confidered in 
the times to which that retrofpe& reaches, and 
how religious the people were in paying them 
to the full. But it is to be feared, that in lat- 
er days that antient principle has lofi much of 

I6 its 
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its force. ‘T’here is one whole ie& among us, 
who plead confcience for refuting to pay any 
tythe at all. A not her fort, however confcien- 
tious in not converting tythes to their own ufe, 
do certainly think them better employed to- 
wards the maintenance of popilh prieits than 
protenant incumbents. And the people, in 
general, are not eafily brought to feel the force 
of that unanfweiable argument for the clergy’s 
right to tythe, that -they or their anceftors 
purchafed no more than nine parts, 

One great pretence for this bill, is the Zo$s o/’ 
Pvideelzie ; namely, original grants from the 
crown, and other evidences relating to th& 
Concerning which, it may well be fuppofed in 
general, that families are very cl/refti/ in pre- 
fervlng the eviJ~t;ccs of their eftates; and 
what preierves the evidence of the eitate ex- 
empted, preferves alfo the evidence of the ex- 
emption. ‘I’hs~e are, of courfe, tranfnlitted- 
from father to fun, and, being grants from the 
crown, were to be recorded and preferved in 
chancery, and may probably be found there ; 
and in many G&S, fufficicnt evidence, whether 
lands are exempt or not exempt, may be’ had 
from the office of augmentatian, which is open 
to every fubje0, and contains the itate of the 
lands and impropriate tythes of many reli- 
gious- ho& (as’they came to the crown, and 
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by confequence to the grantees) under the 
names of the houfes to wliich they belonged, 
and with accounts of their being in leafe or 
manual occupation at the time of the diffo- 
lution ; upon which circumfkances, the point 
of exemption or no-exemption chiefly depends. 

All fnch records, in what hands foever, if 
fairly produced, may be proofs againJ pre; 

ten/l67d exemptions, as well as proofs fir real 
cnzs ; and yet this bill not only puts the pro- 
prietors of the lands under no obligation to 
declare in a legal manner that the evidences are 
really loit, or to produce them, if not loit ; 
but, after a term of years in which no tythe 
has betn paid, the fuccefror of one or more 
incumbents who were indolent, or ignorant of 
their rights, or under undue refiraints from 
claiming them, is utterly debarred by it from 
c!aiming tythe, tho’ he fhould be able to prove 
never fo clearly from records to which he can 
have accefs, that there could be no legal ex- 
emption. 

As to the other pretence for this bill, viz, 
the preventing differences and law-fuits, a free- 
dom from them, and a quiet and peaceable 
enjoyment of our own, are certainly very great 
blefings ; and the greater the blefings are, the 
greater is their guilt, who will not fuffer their 
ptighbours to enjoy them on any terms, but 

the 
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ghe giving up their jufi rights, and the neceCl 
fary fubfiftence of themfelves and their families. 
But on which fide the breach of peace and 
friendlhip, as occafioned by fuits for tythes, 
does chiefly lie, appears from calculations that 
have been made by pra&irioners in the court 
of exchequer, which ihow that the infiances 
wherein the profecutors for tythcs hnvefa&d, 
bear no kind of proportion to the number of 
infiances in which they haveprevaiM; and, as 
to the numbs of fuits, many of them have 
been the fuits of lay impropriators, and not 
parochial incumbents. So far are the clergy 
from being juf!ly chargeable either with mul- 
titudes of profecutions, or with bringing fuch 
Cuits as have been deemed vexatious or frivo- 
lous * The truth lies on the other fide, that 
thro’ the unwillingnefs or inability of fame to 
engage in troublefome and expenfive law- 
suits, and thro’ the reftraints and influences 
which others have been under, the rights of 
their churches hdve greatly fuffered, and & 
degrees been loit, 
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‘Animadve$ons on the preceding 
REMARKS. 

T HE reverend prelate fir-0 lays down the 
-LAW as, he rays, it ftands at prefeent ; ILF 

wifh that he would vouchfafe to lay down, 
REASON. When a bill depends in parliament, 
the le$lature are to confider zcbat ought to be 
hi, and not z&at is iuw ; for if they were 
bound by cufioms or fiatutes, they would be 
ufelefs to the people, who, often find themfelves 
aggrieved by the ufage and inititutions of 
former times, againfi which they can have no 
relief, but from the IegiLlative power. 

The hz$op obferves, that as the law now 
Rands, cc If syt& be demanded by the incum- 
‘6 bent, and the proprietor of the lands pleads 
‘C an exemption, the incumbent infifts upon 
~6 common right, as the general rzlIe of law, and 
“ it refis upon the proprietor to prove the ex- 
a6 emption.” And he thinks, there is great 
reafon it ihould be fo ; Cc becaufe in all cafes, 
‘6 whoever p leads an exemption from a general 
‘6 rule, is bound to align the fpecial grounds 
‘6 and reafons of fuch exemption.” But he 
ought to have told us, not that the incumbent 
infifis upon common right, which we all know ; 
b,u t why be fiould infifi upon common right, 

which 
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which the ~$9 of us cannot *account for. 
What i’s admitted in courts of judicature, 
ought not to determine us. The queftion 
now is, WkatJmM br allowed by a BriGfh Ifgi- 

jot:4re? And though it is certain that when a 
proprietor of lands pleads an exemption in 
U+,ffmi~Jer- HaU, it refis upon him to prove it, 
yet it may well be confidered in a hou,; ofiom- 
anon~, whether that proof ought to refi upon him. 

If the cafi of @es be fairly and juff ly con- 
fidered, many objetiions will arife againit its 
being a cafe of common right ; which mufi in 
parliament be tried, not by common law, but by 
torn~zonJ$/2. There can be no right in the 
world but that which arifes from nature, and 
the reafon of things: Shew us from thexe 
that the clergy have a right to maintenance 
from the laity, and we will then allow that 
the laity ought to maintain them. No obli- 
gation can be laid on any one, unIefs an eqc’i- 
valent really received creates it. We do not 
owe the king himfelf al!egiance, but on the 
terms of equal prote&ion ; and we cannot owe 
the clergy t;tkis, but on the terms of an epl’- 
talent. Where then is this equivalent ? Or, 
why fhould the clergy exntt Qfhes, as arifing 
to them of tight ? 

No 
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No man by confcience, or for his own hap- 
pin&, or for the public good, is obliged to 
conform to any church, or advife with any 
priel), but fuch as himfelf approves. On the 
contrary, to compel his confurmity again0 his 
opinion, is againit all confcience, againfi his 
own happinefs, and the public good. If he 
does conform to that church of his own choice, 
it is for fame advantage ; and fo far as he con- 
forms and enjoys that advantage, fo far is he 
under an obligation, and owe3 a maintenance * 
to that clergy, from whom-he receives an equi- 
valent. But if he cannot and does not con- 
form, what advantage does he receive ? What 
obligation is he under, or what maintenance 
does he owe to any one ? It may be necelfary 
that prie/s, as well phyjcians, fhould be pro- 
vided, for the cure of fotils as well as of bodies. 
But wou!d it not Be very unrenfonable that 
the law fiould oblige us to give phyficians YC- 
tain!‘ngfres, and compel us to maintain them, 

’ by paying them when we do not want them, 
as much as when we do want them ? Is it not 
fufficient that they are paid when they are ap- 
plied to ? And is there any difference between 
phyjcz’ans and prieps, which creates a greater 
obligation to the latter than to the former ? 

M‘en 



fz 10 %? Pillar5 of PRXESTCRAPT * 

Men having a natural right and a legal tofe- 
fation to choofe their own religion, do often * 
affociate themfelves in particular churches, and 
di&nt from the national fe0, or efiablifhed 
church. Every member of a jtarate church 
flands obliged to fupport his own pafior, whilst 
he reforts to him ; and Oral1 he alfo ftand obli- 
ged to fupport a parothial paftor, whom he 
never reforts to ? Shall’ he not only pay the 
priefi whom he applies to, but likewife one 
whom he never applies to ? By the fame rule, 
he ‘might not only fland ‘obliged to fee the 
phyfician who attends him, but alfo one who 

.never attends him. And might net the fame 
pretence be laid claim to by the phyfician RS 
by the priefi, that be whom the /are kall 
choole, is as ready to undertake the cure, a9 
he whom the pdenr lhall chook ? 

If this be the cafe, I do not fee how the 
clergy can fue their parifies for rythe of cotta- 
WLO~ right, any more than that phyficians caa 
fue for parochial fers. And therefore why 
fhould this be fuffered to continue common law ? 

If then the clergy have not from reafon and 
nature a common right to tJthe, the laity have 
a common right to exemption ; and therefore 
when a prieit ihall fue for tythe, if the parifi 

plea& 
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plead an exemption, the general rule of juftice 
will be on their fide, and the pr;eJ ftand 
bound to align the fpecialgrounds and rca/onr 
of his pretence to tythe; 

The reverendprelate imagines, that Cc It can& 
(6 not be fiippofed that the proprietor or his 
“ anceftors would pay for an efiate as tythe- 
6% free, without clear evidence that it was fo; 
u and therefore he at all times ought to prove 
cc that it is fo.” But every man knows that 
in any other cafe, a long difcontinuance of 
an incumbrauce will legally be an avoidance of 
that incumbrance ; and therefore it is, that 
quiet porfefion, enjoyed for a confiderable 
time, is a good title in la+-, whatever ancient 
claim Ihall be renewed. *This is well known, 
and is very reafonable; whereas the power of 
the cIergy to demand and recover #$he of 
common right, againit a long enjoyment of 
difcontinuance, is neither well known nor in 
any degree reafonable, So that men may 
very eafily pay for efiates as tythe-free, in 
cafe there hath been a long difcontinuance; 
and fuch a purchafe ought to be entitled to 
exemption, jufi as it is in the cafe of quit-rents; 
if they are long difcontinued, they cannot be. 
legally laid claim to ; for the law fuppofes 
Feafonably that they were difcontinued, either 
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becaufe they were not due, or elfe by agree- 
ment. And after a long courfe of time, evi- 
dence naturally grows dark or deficient, in 
which cafe the law will not dilturb poKefion. 

If the law in any c!,G does allow exemptions 
from tythe, as it does in many, u’hy net in a.‘/? 

Since if it is not an injury to one incumbent, 
that his parishioners are exempt, it cannot be 
fo any. And if ir is a com~nongaod done to one 
parifh, it is of co~tnon right due to clli in the 
kngdm ; which may well be confidered by the 
legiflative power, 

P 

All this having its due weight, gave rife to 
the bill now depending in parliament, by 
which the proof of exemption fhall not reft 
upon the proprietor of land, who in many cafes 
hath no title to the land itfelf, much MS to 
enjoy it tythe-free, ether than that which arifes 
from tong and quiet poiCeEon : Ah evidence 
fufficient at all times ; and indeed no better is 
demanded in any cafe, except where the clergy 
are concerned. 

Mead of obliging the hnd-owners, as by the 
laws in being they are obliged to prove a fpa- 
cial exemption, the bill now depending ena&, 
that the clergy kall prove a fpecial right to 
i~the, it having been proved, beyond contra- 

difiion, 



andO~~~o~o~~fin&erz. 213 
diflion, rhat they ,have not a c~~crn~n yl& by 
reafon or the nature of things. 

The rrvwendprelute pretends that this proof 
ought not to lie upon them, ‘( Becaufe they 
d’Scome itrangers to their pariihes, unacquainteh 
CC with what was done in the time of their 
(‘ predeceffors, and not like to be aifificd by 
cC the pnrithioners, confideriug the intereft 
6‘ they have, and the influences they are ofr. 
“ times under,” 

This will not by any means bear the tefi of 
examination j for a clergyman mufi come into 
a parilh with a very odious chara&r indeed, 
that no man will give him affr!lance. It is 
very eafy to know by lz’vi~zg witneBs, what 
hath been done within forty years pail by his 
predeceffors. And let the general interefi or 
influence he ever To much againfi him, fame 
perfons will certainly adhere to him. If he he 
a worthy man, he need not drlpair offiflcient 
ft-iendfhip and affXt;lnce. If he be the worfi 
man alive, he wiil findJ?neperjns for their own 
profit, aiIduous to give him informations, and 
to court his favour ; nay, if deferted by all 
men, itill he may file a hi/Z of dz+very in the 
court of exchequer, againit whom he pleafes ; 
and can never want euia’ence, if he is not with- 
out r$d : An advantage which the prelate 

p!Xcrenily 
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prudently concealed, when he fet forth their 
pretended dithculties. 

It is therefore pa&yJufwhich bath drops 
from this prelat~‘s pen, to by, that mtip:s 
lrvhich incumbents give the Za~d-owneu~, where 
there is a moAs or an ag~umcnt, remain in the 
hands of thofe Zun&twrzers ; and that fucceed- 
ing incumbents cannot have recourfe to fuch 
receipts. He very tlatru+ fays, that incum- 
bents cannot compel fuch receipts to be pro- 
duced : If they are minded to fue for tythe, 
they may at the fame time fue for evidence; 
and on the difcovery of the latter, they effec- 
tually may recover the former. But where 
the tythes are paid in kind, the church-wardens 
or O&&V-S who coll&ted them, may be fum- 
moned on any trial, and give an account upon 
oath, viva voct+, what hath been the ufage: All 
which the reverendprelu~e conceals, nay deniel ; 
which in one fo well acquainted with the& 
affairs is inexculable, and in one of his ho+ 

charaaer is much to be lamented. 

As to refiories impropriaie, leafed by colleges, 
’ ti~Aops, deans and chapters, which may continue 
by fuch Ieafes in particular families more than 

forty years, and by the ZeJ’&s may be let to 
under tenants tythe-free, in which cafe there 
will arife a perpetual exemption : I dare under- _. 

4 take 
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take to anfwer for the wifdom and circum- 
[peltion of thofe bodies or perfons thus 
poiftKed of improp~iatio~is, that if this law IhaIl 
pais, thq wijl never grant any leafe allowing 
the lefltes to let them tjibe-free forty years to- 
gether, or in any manner whatever which 
‘pay create an exemption, Eccle&aflicks are 
not uitd to be either fo negligetiit or Co dz+fe- 
reJ?ed, nor are they likely to be fo, efpecialIy 
after this bijhop bath favoured them with fo _ 
bimc-ly a precaution. 

. 

Some of the religious orders, particuIarIy 
:the L’j/teJ;cians, were, it feems, privileged from 
paying tythes of 1 ands, u&9 tboj2 lands conti- 
nued in their occt;P.rtisn. When the crown 
refumed thofe lands, they were granted to be 
held in fuch manner as thofe’ motiks enjoyed 
them ; and yet & bT@op compIains that if this 
bill take place the exemption will not ceafe, 
tho’ the grantees do not occupy the lands 
themzluer, but the lands are occupied by a 
tenant. Neither can I fee why it fiould, it be- 
ing much more due to indq%ious landed men, 
than ever it was to lazy, idle, fuperji’itious 
monks, the vermin and ZocuJs of mankind. 

cc Warrens, woodlands, and LANDS THAT 

&-IAVE LAIN WASTE,j$'s -- the b;/hop, from 
all 
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6~ all which fyfhe would Ee due, if converted in- 
1~ to arable or pa/l’ure; will be entitled to a 
‘1 *perpetual exemption by this a& 

Is this then an argument qaiy? the law 
propofed ? In my hutnble appreheniion there 
cap be none Brongerf.; any bill M hatever. It 
is well known,thae the WASTE LANDS ofthis 
kingdom would be of infinite value, if con- 
verted into arable or paJure. They would be 
an addition to the wealth of the kingdom, of 
greater value thnn the prcfe~t national debt. 
And can there be too g&c encouragement 
given to improve them ? Or can a greater djf- 
courngemcl;t be in the way, than that, after 
fo much labour and expence to improve them 
(whertin the dygy bear no fhare) they fhall in 
a few yzcr! 5 time, ju Tt when they become of any 
v;,luc, fall under the hellvy incumbrance of 
t;the, and pay a tenth part of th’tir neat produce 
to the clergy, which is a perptfual LAND TAX 

on the kingdom of TWO SHILLIKGs in the 
pound, and, without improving, waJfe lands, 
amounts to above a miiiioz per anmm ? Who 
would improve waJe lurzds on fuch conditions ? 

This ckavitaGZeprekute, who thro’ rhe whoIe 
argument is To kind to the laity, as every where 
to fuppofe them vogues and tGeves, continually 
aid unanimously chentiry the PUP rl~~rgy of their 

.~-f-,‘htfo.w 
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ri&tsazrr dues ; 1 fdy, this very charitable pre- 
iate, comes now to befpeak our candour for 
the clergy, and exhorts us to believe, ‘6 That 
6c they are iwmw~amrd to fecular afairs, are 
CC mare liable t’o be impofed on than others, and 
sL fame of fbem not J9 careful of the rights of the 
CC rhzrrcb, as might be wified. Some, he rays, 
SC are unrl.?Tive and Jedentayy, and care not to 
“ engage in troublefome law- fuits : Others 
‘C arc not in need, and forefeeing the uneafinefs 
!‘ occafioned by contefis, fit ftill and acquierce : 
6~ Others are poor, and not able to carry OR 
‘6 contefis, and fo mu/ acquiefce : Many come 
‘6 in under the refiraint of germ-al bonds of I 
g‘ refignation, with heavy penalties, and fo muft 
(6 go on to indulge the &ate of the patron, or 
u be ruined : Many livings are given to the 
‘6 fons or near relations of patrons, which 
u creates a natural difpofition to be refp&fui 
6‘ to the-efiate of the family ; and ifothers alfo 
‘6 do not the &me, they are fometimes thought 
‘6 ungrateful for the favour of their prefen- 
“ tation.” This is the general cafe of the 
clergy, in the candid bifhop’s account. 

Thofe who have nothing to gain byjattering 
Ae clergy, may pofibly give another account of 
them. Who, in the name of MOdeJy, would 
think them unacquahed with Secular afiirs, 

VOL. III, K that 
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that fees them fo bufy in fhonls at ?P$‘minj’er- 

Hall, fo co&ant at ilvees, fo afiduous in 
dr awrng- 1 oorns, and fo ambitious for p,w~- 2’ 
?S the prefentation to a liviog to be confidered 
as a,@~ itual or a fe~~j~~~rrl call ? And when we 
fee the whole body itudy the gofpel for the 
fhke.ofj nzucb D ysclr, who can fiy that the 
gcod men are wholly unacqtraintrd with fecular 
l&i? 5 ? 

Wougid any man imagine from the argument 
now under confideration. that bhz /,z!fiop who 
framed it is 011e of the hen~$ of an order, un- 
acqr4ainted ‘ZU,‘th ficr,lar rfilir s ? I cannot but 
do him the jufrice to Say, that it is hard to 
decide, whether he ihewed more acntenefs in 

’ defeuce of the chr$iun rrlrgion or the great cU/2 
Gj’ tytl’es ? 

No man would think from the $U~IOV and 
out-cry which u/l of them make againit this 
bill, that they me more 1iaGle to, De im ofid on l 

thnn otbrs. No man would think it who rnns 
over thei$‘Is hanging up in the exch:q’Aer-oj%e, 
of caufes to be heard in that court. No-r did 
any man ever come atfiong tT4 0 or three pri$?s 
at any time, but their t)thts and their A s made 
a part of the converfatian. Let any one go to 
Chilu”s or the Chapter cofie-howb, whenevcr 
he pleafcs, and he will eonltantly experience 

the 



tt,e truth of this obfervation. If gentkmen 
recollect the behaviour of the clergymen in 
their feveral countries, they will find that the 
trcctfltirs of fame, the avarice of others, and the 
~UXUYY of many, continually put them on rack- 
ing and/ylreexing their parifiioners : that thofe 
who kldom refide on their livings, are out of 
the reach of uneafinefs occafioned by cxa&ions 
and contefis : That thofe who haunt levees, 
and follow great perfons, and aim at prefer- 
merit, cannot otherwife fupport the expence of 
coming to town, and living far diitant from 
their cures, but by extoriiul: and I.~w-/tdi~s : 
That yaung clergymen in fmall l~.ngs hope for 
great ones, and do not much regard the ill wiil 
of pariihioners : That they hsve all the fame 
appetites which other men have, and having 
more power, do more to ;?ratify their luits : 
That hnling been bred expeafively in univer- 
Gties, they w/ii flequc-ntly iivc above their in- 
comes ; and fpending all and more :han all, 
mnlte their pariihionei-s eternally uneafjr, and 
Icave their families certain beggars. ‘I‘here is 
no man alive of any experience, but hath fcen 
numberlefs infiances of thefe prafiices. And 
how fnch men as the& can be defcribed as 
as wholly unacqua2ntd with fecular i@zirs, or 
more li,ht+ to be impfed on than others, cannot 
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@fib/y be Ame, witht Ihe be:k of this bilhop’s 
.+?onfj%ing candour. 

I will be fo juft to the reuer*endprc/Lte as tb 
admit, that fcnre among the clergy arejdentary 

and imuE7iue men ; nay, T will allow with 
pfeaf’ure, far from being unduly prejudiced 
againit their order, that/iome among them are 
likewire dzj?ntcreJed and hma~e. Such may 
fometimes wave their legal righs rather than 
ccgage in contr/s. No man of fGnfe will mif- 
reprefent any man, gr body of men ; but to fay 
that this order hath a greater proportion of 

fuch perfons than falls to their ihare, compar’d 
with the mafs of mankind, is g@ andfil/iime 
Battery ; I might fay dGwn@gh! falfiood, had,3 
not fame concern for the epzj2o/nlrharafler. 

We ail know what huma~2 nLoiUre is, and 
that the ma&be or fedentary, the diJntere/led 
Or humane are very few in number, compared 
with the multirude of ambitiou,, .mercenary, and 
opprefivf men : indeed mofi men are f&h, if 
favoured by power or oppoi hrzity ; neither is 
there any way tqmake them otherwife, but by. 
allowing them as little power and as few cppor- 
iunities as pof$ ble. Wherein doth the popifi 

and pro!eJlant clergy differ but in this, that the 
former, being allowed by law greater fcope 
for hvery and th,‘ezwy, do much more cheat 

and 
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2nd piunt1~~ the people, while the latter, hav- 
ing Iefj la7.U OfI thc4r Gdes, are honey, at 

leaf1 hdrmlE/j, in proportion to the reflraint3 
upon them ; as indeed arc the bulk of man- 
kind, which all will allow W/IO have much 
converfed smong them, 

This b.zing the nature of M?N, and code- 
quently of p?+;cll’S, Who iIP(= Rt no time bet:rr, 
but are very often wo~fi than olhir tp~cl’r, having 
greater la:zM~ of doing wrong, having their 
holy orders to commdnd refpea, and their& 
tred chavak?ter to cover much reproach ; hrw- 
ing alfo the GW~UZ name and word of God Al- 
mighty to make ui”e of for the advancement of 
w~la’ly inter.eJ’s and ftrfi/ views ; with what 
pretence of candotir or pf boneyy can any one 
dekribe them to be men w13011y unacqknt& 
wiih kcular nfairs, ad more iikt$y fo be impo,‘ed 

on than other peqde ? Or how can it bc fug- 
gaited, that thro’ this fxre/ ofgrare and virtues 

their legal rights are in greater danger of be- 
ing lolt, by the limitations offits at law de- 
figned in the bill depending, than thofe rights 
belonging to the refi of manltind are, under 
the fame refirifiions. 

This reverend prebfe imagines, that mary 
iwumbents of livings negle&ing their own 

K 3, here& 
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one day make it jufi the fame thing as if no‘ 
reformarion had ever been at all. 

Thofe who reflcfi on the rife and progreG. 
of the ?+mzti5n, rnuil; know, that the paflions 
uf Nlwry >tGc Eij . t71L) Irzd a much qrcntcr fifare . 
in that work than ti:e intcrefis of the people ; 
a~ld I;O\VCVC~ the I,it;ef demanded it, yet it 
was don: to gratify t’:ze f01:ner. St’0 woncier 

then that a prince, whole principal \.icw was 
to eltdblifh himfelf in the place and poster of 
the p;te, fhould f’uff~r fo many grievous parts 
of popery to continue. And tho’ a due regard 
to the general interei1 wouid have induced our 
f;rtI Y,$WMY~ co abolish ~jt$lJec, yet the politic&l 
views of the prince prccentcd it, He meant. 
to make rhe c!crgy 2% uMu1 and fttb&rvient to 
hifrfiyas they had b, nen to the Roman pm& 
Befides, he had many wl*aciazls favouriter to 
gratify ; and infiend of remitting thefe I$PJ, 
or this decimation ~DX, to thofe on whofelands 
it was raifed, which indeed was the ju) and 
quo1 meafure that ought to have been put--- 
fried, he itill left \the tythes fubfiAing ; fame 
&hereof were given to I~i~ks, others to priefls, 
cd ‘Ege>, chaptt’rs, dedxariec, and lifiopricks, 
whilfi thofe which were given to laymen, have 
fince been made liable to become eccleJaJicaf 

wdu~aents, ict,withfianding the ffatute of 
s.4, Mortmain j i 
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JZortmain; which is effeCtually taken away, as 
a corpara!i~ is eltabliked with perpetual ftrc- 
c&on and a revenue which will in time bny. 
IJP all the impropriations in the kingdom, in 
which cafe we kall be very little the better for 
th~nforma~iPn. 

The revPrc&preZaie hath, by the mofi Ia- 
boured account he could pofibly devife, en- 
deavoured to fllew how the right oftphe may 
be univerfally loit to the clergy by the opera- 
tion of the law propofed. He imagines that 
fame are &ice and imUent, others clogg’cl and 
re$‘rained, as alfo, that many are by:ynfid by their 
famiiy r&tionfhips, dependencies and friend- 
fhips ; which, if it were ali true, would be far’ 
from proving the point he advances ; for very 
few men enjoy a living forty years together, 
the indolent give place to the aRive, the* dr$zn- 
#ereJed to the avaritims, a whole generation is 
changed, and the face of the world altered in 
thirty years or lefs. So that things are like- 
wife varied, and the right of tythe will ofteo Ce 
a$%ttd, very Seldom scp!eL?ed, and $robablp 
P.UVO- lo/? through any operation of the bill 
depending. 

But fnppofing what he furmiles was really 
true; fuppofing that there would be in conk- 

quence 



quence of fuch a law, a gradual diminution .of 
the maintennnce of th e clergy in every generation, 
if thus they be deprived*of claiming tythe & 
ccmmun right, as in truth they cannot ground, 
their claim upon common right,,whatever they’ 
may do byjZ’iorx of law : Khy, what then?- 
How would this a@& fociety, but by lelfen- 
ing the numbers and reducing the power c$ . 
the clergy, very much to the advantage of a, 
people who defire to improve their freedom,- 
and happinefs ? ft would draw great numbers 
of lazy, idle, unprofitable men into the ways of 
indufiry, and make them ufeful to their na- 
tiv,e country. It would cafe the landed-in- 
terefi of a grievous and opprefXve burden 
It would make thoSe clerg-Imen, who should 
adminilter the gofpel, moFe f%hfu~ to the 
charge, and dqendent on thoce f&n whom: 
they .ought not to have j$r;rate intereits. 

Yet, if the clergy mufi ‘2~ maintained in a 

Rate of indfpendenc): and dom’natian, if they arc 
to have eit’ablitied revenues for their main- 
tenance, why mufi there be exa&d -in +qljP, 
the molt grievous of al!. impofiiious ? Why 
mufi they take from the, ~907 induftrious 
farmer, who harh but one hundred pounds 
per az+znum (the neat produce of his land) to 
She on ; why mufi they annul;& take teu 
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potin& of the money, which, in a few years, if’ 
tire ufe of it was allowed him, would provide 
for a &iZJ, and thereby give a ujful member to 
the commonwealth ? This is the more into- 
lerab’le grievance, confide: ::~g thatJct)le b$xp;,, 
who cast and tith;ije for the maintenance of 
their eiergy, do at the fame time poKeA Im- 
nmfe rmenuer, more than fufficient for the 
ap@h j&$&s, and much more than any 
a&‘/e, or indeed all of them put t~ge!hr, would 
ever have pretended to. Let them fhew ex- 
amples ofcare for the clergy, not’ in z~c’s, but 
in real 085 of charity. Let them propofe the 
augmentation of poor Zr’ci~zgs, by the divifion of 
.+-xwbitant church e&ou;metits. Let them quit 
their anti-chrz@an CWLS in commen&n, and 
live with but half the humiiity and m&e/y of 
the hc.$ apoJiies, they need not tizx the ind~f- 
ir-isirs landed men, owl account of [Zergy main- 
Cenan;e. 

SuppoTe a bz,/$o/wiL k of 50001. per annum 
(and fuch there are in this kingdom) should be 
td~~.d to 500, how many parifhes would the 
arfidue, duly diflributed, honourably endow ? 
'~hro\v a!fo into k~orS CEPoTCH, deunirrie.c, 
ch3pfer k:2rrtls, fu-cI~ez:is, and fine cures ; what a 

fhd would this I-ai:‘e for the CWE cf f&A, 
writhout one$.rtki:/g r-aired in tytlbe, only jme 
fh~~jiul per annum atafedinjjiritzrai Iuxury ? 

Is: 



It may be faid, how could b~pops in this ca& 
ftipport the expence of following COUW, and 
coming ‘up once a year to Londorz P But may 
ir not be atked, Wbpt they have to do there? 
Does the Holy GhoJ call them thither ? Be- 
iides, if epi,%opal o$l;ces were not worth more 
than 500 1. per annu*n, we should feldom fee 
bishops j7aves sod tog/s, the dt tl~(ges of govern- 
ment, or attendants on great men. 

Some prelates may think it very hard, that 
they should contribute to the maintenance: of 
heir inferior clergy, who, perhaps, are not be- 
low them in any kind of merit; yet this will 
be much more reafonable than fame things 
which have been talked of as pra&ifed, even 
jhcc the refomatim. - .Fa~ticularIy, fuppofe it 
ever happened that a gouernittg prehte was 
pnrtered upon bi,4?+rir,Ss u hich he had re- 
commended to, and received jmoniacal peul/ioona 
from thqfe whom he had ;-n&d to the mitre, 
by way of acknowledgment for their promo- 
motion ; f believe that fuch ungodly /‘@ends 1 
would better have been employed to fupport 
the cure of/&s than to gratify fuch preiaticai ’ 
avarice. 

However, if nothing but iy& will pIeale:- 
the clergy fctr their maintenance, I a(m furc. 

IL 6. atab 



that it ought to be confidered, whetheE we 
.snd our polterity are to be afma)s etJ;lrzfe with. 
&$ mefiqers ~fpeace, and, whether it is not 
wot thy the care of a Britij parliament to lay 
fame y/?raint on bits jh tytbe, 3s well as on 
~r,?i:tn arifing from civil contrafis, whether they 
refpec2 lands or money, real or perfonal eli’ates, 
all which ase already under the&iDe/2 limi- 
talions. 

It hath not been from any v$Ue dikduan- 
tage which the clergy lay under to know and 
PTOVL’ and a@t their rights, that the laws of 

Bngland have left their luits without limitation 
or reff raint. No men more diligently fkudy,, 
or more vigoronfly aITert their pretended rights 
than the clergy have always done. But it 

’ bath been owing to the infereJZs u;hich thy cur- 
tivatsd ifs the courts of princes, the viie drudgeq 
formerly,done for men -in p.ower, and the in- 

Jmnce which they thereby gained upon them, 
that the clergy have been favoured in a man- 
ker which ought not to be approved, and that 
they have not hitherto been placed PU t/k/ame 

goct with the hity. * 

The reverend prelate’s objefition to the pre- 
amble of the bill, for that the JZatute of Edw. 
the fix& on which it is in part founded, dot:r 

IlOt 
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not really create a prefcription of fdriy years as 
a limited time to Cue for tythe in : I fay, this 
obje&ion amounts to nothing at all; for it is 
etsrnat truth and gaad fenJe on which we would 
found this bii1, as indeed all laws can have 
no other good foundation. And in cafe that 

. the ancient Jalute created no prefcription, yet 
the rrufinabienej of fuch a prefcription wilt 
be the fame as if it had been created a r/zau- 
fand years ago. 

And allowing the meaning of the retrofbeti 
21 that itatute of forty years pafi, allowing it 
to be as he would2 have it underitood, That ia 
the infancy of the reformation many of the people 
were unwiZ!ing to pay tythe to the proteflant 
clergy, and did not believe ,they bud any title to it, 
on which account this and other a&i’s were ma& to 
eilcafi tythe. - 

’ Let us confider this matter freely’: Does it 
not fhew the good jnj of our anceitors ; and 
that as they were promifed a reformation of re- 
ligion, they juitly looked for it in a deliverance 
Jsrom rrZ;gious burdens .Z EMi&, in w-bat were we 
the better for any reformation at all ! The 
clergy might have ftill gone on witl-r h~hds 
of Paier-no/?ers, and with ten thou/ands of he- 

Murys : They’might have burnt ZUQX candZcs, 
and 
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and have worihipped mz$crated wafers. ‘II&e 
did no body any great harp1 ; ‘but it was the 
exa&$o~ rf mou,y from the people, with/pira’- 
tual C&~ML~S and t~n~ior.~:j c:eGuz, which this 
bi&op -is Co fond of, that were thf: very tfi)lce 
of pySi’~t tyranny , l and if thek were OilI to be 
conti~~ej, the rrfcr:,zafion <gas a$ nlo..kery, and 
&prot:-,.ju J I cligion ~yy li rle WOIV~. So that 
the hpi, harh done uo great honour to the 
churl6 of t;ng/aand by explaining the meaning of 

thofe laws. 

He then tells US how rel.i;czls the people 
were in paying :J the t7 th fu2 before the refoy- 
nmfisn. This was owing to their ~,:T,OT-OPZC~ and 

fiperjitien ; but he himkrulf allows a very d,~ 
feren! turn when their eyes sue u,!ened, which 
is the misfortune ;ie complains of; and thus 
the point he drive s at is, that amidIt tile ble{- 
fings of light and Kr,owle&e, we fhouid be the 
fame religious- dupes and bigots as we were 
in our itate of darkmfs, and-under fpirituu,? 

bcvdye. 

One grievance to this prelute is, that the 

qunkrrs plead covfcienre for not pq;j~f iy: ‘;es, 
which, I think, they have much better ground . 
to do than the cl-r,oy have to plead d:‘vine rt~br 
fix exa&ing them : Again, it kerns that KU- 

nu,;3 _ 
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man catholicks think them better apply’d to + 
ptp;F paJars than to frcteyant incumbents ; 
which Curely is but reafonable, fince thefig are 
their/“pirituaZguid~; and the iafi are men ,whom 
they have nothing to do with, as alfo men who 
do nothing for them. Now, if thi., S&p wilI 
ihew, why rup% lu);tt~n ought to pay tythe to 
proiejatzt priq?s, I will fiew him by the fame 
demonftration, that the proiefint I~ity ought 
ro pay tythe to the pcpifi clergy, and that the 
high prieJ2 of the yLws may as well claim f,vihe 
from all thepeopje of the gentiles. 

But the b@op’s maJer-Jroke is Ml to come. 
He fays, 6‘ ZXat the people are not eafily brought 
6‘ to feel the force of that unanfwerable crrg~~- 
“ ment fir the clergl’s 1.ight to tythe, tht ih y 1 

cc (the people) or heir azejors, purchaJed no 
L6 V1ore ihan nine parts.” In which the reve- 
rexd prelate is molt amazingly acute; though 
he ought to have confidered, that with the 
Gze parir, which were the original put-chafe, 

’ the care o-fa iel;th came to our hands to fill and 
manure, to few and to renp, for the fide u/e and 
benejf of the clergy, without any’adequate con- 
fideration received ; and thus the clergy have 
not only the mat produce, but the J/k~~~rrt o~otip’ 
brows gratis ; not only the crcp, but albb the 
toil and ex~cnce of producing the crop. So 
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that here is an article which runs away with” 
Jome of the parts which we realJy purchufed, 
making our ihare lefs than nine, and the clergy’s 
pretended tenth about a FIFTH part of the 
efiate ; for the expence of cultivation is always, 
at leafi, equal to the value of the land, and, 
very often more in value, 

The bij’hop therefore might indeed obferve, 
with much propriety, that thepeoplerannot eaG- 
ly fief theforce of h is u nanfwerable argument, 
whilfi the CU~W-P of the c!ergy’s tenth is fuch a. 
dfnd weight on their own nine pcrtc, which the 
bifigp himfelf allows that they or their ancefiors 
purchafed. I mightily love ;his bz@p for h$s 
unarz/ioerabfe arguments, 

Befides, if this is confidered as an incum- 
brance, taken along with the bargain ; if it is 
looked on as a cujcmory Service attending the 
tenure of Iands, and that they who take the 
one, do alfo confent to the other : Yet if this 
be the cafe, what a bleffed condition are the 
pe+fi of Engtgnd in, that the clergy who bear 
no proportion in number to the poor induftri- 
ous laity, that there worthy difciples of the 
meek, the humble, and the fuffcring hlefiah, 
that they have no lefs than a FIFTH PART of 

&l the lards of EE~,-~cuz~‘, which they modeMy 
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cafl by the m&e of fy&; and expeft fhoufd 
be allowed them CO hold and poffefs, even 
without thej$’ limitaticns and reJriRimr, which 
all other lands whatever are fubje& to by ZCTW; 
thereby making theirJ$h part devour thefruit 
and produce of our four parts, through the 
plague and expence of evcrluJinf law-fuits, 
which are, for want of limitation, entailed 
upon us and our innocent children ? 

If the rraerend$relatCs argument be allowed, 
that the clergy’s right of @e is no grievance. 
to the people, becaufe that they or their an- 
cefiors, as Ae/ays, paid for no more than nine 
parts: Why then the land-tax is no burthen 
on the people, for fince that tax hath been an. 
annual rent -charge, there have been no pur- 
chafes made wherein it hath not been allowed 
for. And thus thofe perfons who bought 
their lands under this confideration, have no 
right or pretence ever to be difcharged from 
it. Infomuch that if it should continue till all 
our lands have changed their owners, in the 
way of bargainand faIe, why then the LAND- 
TAX mufi become, by this bz$op’s RULE OE 
K IGH-T, an evrrla/i’ing incumbrance on ALL the 
lands of England, and neDcr ought to Jr taken of 
or releufed by the Icgi/7ative pozc,er ; which how- 
ever it be a do&-inc. of equal weight with the 

reererbwraf. 
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rczrcreud prflnt.‘s unanfwerablc or;,,u;la.n~, yet 
notwichfianding this should any nx?r) ad- 

vance it among us, I leave it to the people to 
confider how fuch a man ought to be treated, 

In pop.2 coun,trics where the r g!ts of thd 
tZergy, as they are called, are a itill iTr*l’ntei- reut- 

charge on the people, there is itill the Lime 
una,vfbrabh aqtmknt for their ~.llomnnce. 
And thus tt~hntever incumbrance or burtheu, 
fiowc’Jcr “‘:,A* 

I .&j, r,JOIfS, ui ju if, cr opp dive, ob- 
rains upon thd lands of the pcctpic, whether 
by z$u~~#~:P, or by csr~L!~t, induced either 
thrc!l:J!l tl::: necc!?Itics of kiin!:s, or the f&u- 
t? .~icrlt arts of CfeCCvCrs: fLch impofitions, by 
this r~;lq ai c titxr to kc rcrmvcd ; bccaufe, 
in ;I callilc cd‘ tiu~c i\ v ill k:~ s;l~r:Ocd to the 
pcoplc, that they or their anc~liors paid for no 
more than Ihe unincumbred purr: of tbcilr lanu’s;lr. 

Hence in aJ the parts of Europe where /irper+- 
&ion prevails, property is become wholly en- 
groJ?d by a few ctnteqttible nz$eants, and the 
greateJ? part of the people eaten out of their 
eJates, nay excluded from ever retrieving them, 
by a/;rre$,n of eccle@cal cate~pihrs, who 
impioufly call themfelves, f.k$‘Ss to the 
0p0Jkf. This too will one day be cur own 
c+, if we allow of fuch fpiritual ufirpa!ions, , 



and of fuch uwn$twabk~ mguments for their 

One great pretence of this bill is, he obferves, 
/oj of evidence to prove exemptions. Now, 
he fays, tha~fa:n~li:L~ are generally fuppofed to 
be very careful to pr&rve fuch evidences;. 
which is not true, neither is it poflible that 
they l’houid be preferved, confidering the in- 
$:i:e accidents which have happened Gnce the 
the refbmation, How much ,evidence did the 
devaflations of the civilwar, thefire of Lmdon, 
and other putlic calamitLs deprive us of ? HOW 

*ijfir;Pai 31-e the rmrds in the public ofices ? 
Even ctvp~ni;ons, where the care of efiates is, 
carried OII in $elp, fual f~c~.~$&on, have loft many 
of their grants ; and what can private families 
be f’uppofed to kve, with all their cure and 
go”d management ? Lbok into the IWO uai- 
vcrj2ie.c thcrnfelves, In Oxf’wd, the lady Mar- 
gard’s proj$ Lh of divinity is paid his pipend 
out of the Xinz’s civil 19, though it be no 
royal inftiru Con. Grants of lands, and even 
lands themfelves, are loft in the courfe of 
time : And thus the foundations of’private 
perjons, leh’wes, profe@$ips, SK. which had 
no relation to the crown, throw themfelves at 
laft on the royal bounty for their fupport, 
when their evidences are lofi, and time hath ’ 
deftroyed their befi titles, 

Mow 



How rqany eitates of mighty value have nz, 
other title in the world to produce, than an- 

cient and quid pofMion ? How many church- 
irna’s are at this day in wealthy families, who 
have held them ever fince the time of E..~rp 

* the eighth, yet cannot find an inch bf parchment 

in the world to prove a grant from the crown, 
notwithltanding that‘ the candid b$o;> will 
allow the laity na confideration for their 1oJ’J 
of evidence ? 

The Mop allows, a freedom from law-fuits, 
and the enjoyment of peace, to be very great 
blefings ; but it feems that the laity are fuch 
guilty wretches, that they will not fuffer the 
poor clergy to enjoy them, without giving up 
the fubfiftence of themfelves and their families. 
This he proves by fuch worttlly zczilnefis as the 
praflitioners in the court of exchequer ; who it 
kerns; on a nice calculation, have found that 
the fuits where profecutors for tjthe havefa;M, 
bear no kind of proportion to thofe infiances 
where they have prevailed. Now if this was 
eyer afkrted by thofe prafiioner5, which I very 
much doubt, it is manifefily calculated only 
for private ends ; and is in truth an a!-tJuZ 

Snare, to draw the clergy into that cturt, and 
make them run mad with the thoughts of in- 
rreaJing lbeir tythe. Nor is it to be wondered 

%, 
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at, that there ingenims prah’itioners can fame- 
times l?lake ufe of their invent;bn for the good 
of their calling, when their /rpirituaZ clicnt,s ib 
frequently give them fuch laudable and right 

rev.&end examples. 

Thus it feems that all the broils, and breaches’ 
of parochiril peace, are the fruits of iay-perver-e- 
n$ ; fo -far are the clergy, in the iS$op’s al- 

.COWZ~, from being jufily chargeable with muI- 
h&s of pro/;lcutions, or with thofe which have 
been deemed either frivoly or vexatious; 1 
fuppofe that he means that lhis orucles, the& 
hon~J pratritionerJ, never deemed that to be 
frivoIaus oc vexatim, which they found very’ 
proJ*nble to themfelves : And I dare anfwer for 
their-candour in every-cafe of this nature. 

However that be, I muti MI take leave to 
make ufe of my own obfervation, and I appeal 
to the experience of all who are /e~/2 int re/ed 

in ecclefniltical fuits than the &pop, or theable 
praflitioners of the court of exchequer, whether 
every gentleman of the long robe hath not feen 
numbcrle/;- profecntions brought by the rl~gy, 
where they fiamefulb m$arried: And I myfeIf 
have made one remark on many of their or- 
phans whom 1 have known, that they often be- 
came help/e/j through the luxury, but much 
more often thro’ the bw-fiits of their fathers ; 

which 
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which gives the church of England no great 
credit- from her @J$$! inz, as the wiCdom of 
tnodirn zealots bath mightily ufiaed to call 
them. . 

Doth not every one remember DOBOY REK- 

N ET, laie of Cl ipplqatc, LR&J~ ? In how great 
&em was this crthx+x d,z&e among his re- 
verrnd he/hen ? And what was he ever re- 
markable for but bits fir t’~hes and end/ej 

J?YI~~, with a prtrik wheie his yearly income 
was many buvdred $0~ nJ.r, which he wanted 
to augment only to two or three thoufinds ? If 
he had iuccecded, what wocld have. been the 
confequence ? Why, the living would have af- 
terwards been tacked to fome Zran l@cpr{ck, and 
held in commendsm by fame /RZ~, ~U~WZ’OUS pre- 
]Lte, to the equal b,nejt of fJlr pa;-I@, the reps- 
tat:bn of the chrLh of EFgluJ.d, and the glwy 
of the ch-i)?ian rchgittz *. As he did not fuc- 
teed, he became a bcgg rr in the midfi of plan,); . 
and his poor w’d w, li,ke too many other/jiri- 

, tuaZ dowagers, 
of her friends 

lives on the alms and 
and relations. 

Bofpitaiity 

* This prafiice of hcliiing jivir,ns ic cc.mmencjdnl, 
which thofe who hold .can never t&e care of; alid 
fometimes never l‘et their eyes or), hath given {o 
much jtilt offence, and been !O highly rcfented, that 
the HOUSE OF COMMONS have provic!rd j‘peci;i 
clau!es in all the a& to endorv the n2w &W&T:, 

exprefly ena&ting, that none. cf thoi‘e churches 
kaliever be he!d in csmmenkz. 

5 I have 
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1 have thus examined the whole argumer!t 
again0 the bill ; an argument greatly lcrboured, 
not a little artfuf, very fuila~i0us in its mofi 
plautible ap.pearances, and grounded on no/o- 
riouj fulfioods, where its foundations are boaRed , 
to be im,pregnable. 

The clerzv have fo long fculked behind the 
~OZO, that it is time they should now come to 
the fail? tL$? of t-e~$& : They have often told 
us, that they claim their right from lazu, and 
that t,!~ law gives it to them ; let them now 
fljew wirh what qtity andjz@Le .the law fhould 
givs it to them, or elfe the Zfgi$‘&ure’that gave 
may pofflbly take it nway. 

I am not fo Sanguine as to think that the f&- 
ce$i of this bill wi!l be equal to the jz$&of it ; _ 
efpecialfy at this junCiure, when, to ufe the 
tifiop’s wcrf!s, the ir ttTPji yjZi?ie, n4d t!*f iv&l- 

price of ar!Jers, are fo well underitood : Ent 
there may be A feafon, when tho!“e perfons fllall 
be laid low who are now mofi concerned in 
this :.fLir ; a feafon, perhaps, better fui,ted to 
fuch a defign ; nor’(hal1 it be faid, that the 
fpitit of thofe gentlemen who brought in this 
bill died with them, if I am aAbe at that time, 
and alsy ways ab.% to revive or to promote it. 
. . 

What 
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What I now have offered is very little meant 
*to determine the fate of the bill ; we know, 1 

fear, where that bath been fixed already ; but 
what 1 have hereundertaken, was for the glory ’ 
~of truth, and for the deteAion of fraud, And 
Co long as the one is underitood, or the other 
Gen through, thoj genilemen who formed this 
bill, will share thofe donors, which neither the - 
$ower af courts, nor the devices of prefqticul 
iniquity, can ever take from their chara&ers in 
life, or from their memories in the minds of 
pofierity. This bill, whatever its fate fhall be, 
will ever be looked on as their illzrJlviotls legacy, 
nor to thofe hireling/lavE.c, who profune~ call 
themfelves the th~rc/~, but to that which is 
much more worthy of tender regard, evea our 
&ar$ country. 
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Shall trot the judge cf the whole earth do right 9 
\ GENESIS xviii. 25, 

Ii/a fuf~icio intohrabili dolore cruciat, fi opinamur 
POT, puibw orbatifumus, ffi cnm uliquo /en/u iir i8 
mah, quitus zrulgi o$nantur. 
anem mihimet wok radrcitus. 

Harrc excutere opipini- 

Chc. Tuft. @. Lib. i, 

M. HecfortaJe metuiz, H idcirco mortem ce$es eJe 
/empiternum malum. A. Aleone me delirare cents, ut 
ita PJe cedam ? M. An tu kc non credit ? A. Minimc 
c&j. IVL lkl~ bercde narrar. A. Cur, qudfo ? 
M . ?@a di/ertus @e .~oJem, J .contra @a direrem. 
A. $&iz cnim non in tjufmodi caufa P ant quid negotii 
e/r, her poetarum U pi&rum portenta COizWincere ? 
M, Atqui phi /unt libri Philof$pphorum contra $a 
ipfa dzyerentium. A Inept2fanB: quir eJ enim tam 
EXCO~J, puem z$?a moveant P 
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TO THE 

Rev. SAMUEL CVANDLER, D. D+ 

REVEREND SIR, 
Nomicb, Sept. 24, Z~S$ 

I-I 

AVI N G heard you publicly afirt 
fame t?m ago, ‘6 That the do&ine 
of amihz’iatiun, or, that the fouls of 

wicked men ihall be totally defiroyed in the 
future itate,” is utterly inconfiffent with the 
chrifiian fcheme; and as you did not at that 
time produce any argument of reafin, or 
authority of Scripture, to pale what you hzd 
afferted ; it raifed in tie ‘a curiofitg to know bg 
what proof you are able to fuppopt your afir- 
tion ; in hope of receiving fuch fatisfaeioa, a~ 
may be exp&d from a gentleman of your 
known abilities, and fiudy of the chriftiaa 
revelat*Ln, * 
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I am more ready to gratify my own curiofity 
.in making you this public requefi, as I am 
perfuaded, that there is nothing more condu- 

_ cive to the difcovery of truth, than if thoL2 
who fludied the T-dme fubj&, yet are of con- 
trary opinions, enter into a mutual difquifition 
of ,each others arguments, and, with an ami- 
cable fpirit of free inquiry, examine the 
fiKengt;h sf what may .be alledged on both 
fides. 

That I am of an opinion direfitly oppofite 
~9 yours, you need not to be informed : Nor 
do I ,fee the leafi reafon .to avoid either a. pub- 
lic declaration, or defence, of my opinion. 
For, as long as I remain fully convinced, as I 
qm at grefent, that that do&rine which you 
alerted, more than once, to be abfoluteIy in- 
confiflent with the chrifiian fcheme, is the 
very dohikine of chr$ianity ; it will not affeQ 
me ih the leafi, whether the opinion which I 
maintain, be thought old, or new, common, 
?r fingular, popular, .or ur;lpopular. 

t ‘That men who apply thzir minds to the 
itudy of religion and the Holy Scri?ptcres, 
should be of different and even contrary opi- 
nions, is certainly no new thing in the chriitian 
FQ+~. But that fucb ibculd c‘onfpire, by a 

joint 
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joint examination and friendly controverfy, ta 
inveitigate truth for themlelves and others, in 
a fubjeA concerning which they totally differ f 
is (1 am ferry to fay) fomething new and un- 
common. But as the author of the epiltle tq 
the &brews exhorts them fi pt,ovoke eve am- 
t%rer (as our tranflators have rendered it) io love 
and gooti works ; fo I do not doubt, btit you; 
as well as every other reader of this pamphlet; 
will’ approve my condua, in inviting and 
urging you in this public manner, to a friend- 
ly difcufion of Co important a fubje& as this 
before us. 

The importance of it will, I apprehend, be. 
readily allowed ; efpecially, by thofe who have 
a real concern for the credit of the chrifiian 
religion : At leait, it appears of fo much 
confequedce to me, that if it fhould be proved, 
that the final punishment threatened to wicked 
men in the new tefiament, is not a total dd- 
firu&ion, but an endlek prefervation in a 
itate of milky and torment; this would, in, 
my opinion, fix a greater odium upon chri.fli- 
anity, and raife a itronger objeCtion to it, than’ 
all its adverfaries hnve yet been able to pro- 
duce: And, I will venture to affert, that there 
are many perfons in this nation, of no incou- 
fiderable uuderfianding, who would be itrblEgs. 

L3 
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3y difpofed to reje@ the sew teframent as a 
divine revelation, if they were convinced that 
it contains fuch a do&ine. 

For, that any do&ine fbould be true,, and 
flave the real (tamp of divine authority, which 
afcribes to the fupreme governor of the uni- 
verfe, a cooduA unworthy of any prince, or 
governor on earth, and repngaaat oo our befi 
sonceptions of the meafures hnd ends of good 
government; cannot eafily be admitted by pcr- 
;Sbns ofa thoughtful and ingenuous mind. To 
overcome the antipathy dfa good heart, and the 
rem&trance of a reafoning mind again0 it, 
will require an immenCe weight of external 
evidence. , 

A limitakn of punifiments is efintial to 
aI1 good government : To extend them be- 
yond the limits of reafon, or of law, which is 
ihe public reafon, is one charafieriftic of 
tyrauny. Where punifbments are extended, 
or increafed io far as the public fafety and 
welfare require, and no further ; i. e. where 
,thcy are always !imited and direfled by a view 
to the happinek of the whole ; there is good 
,government : But where they are increafed, 
either in degree, or duration, beyond what is 
requifite to that end ; thereis tyranny : Where 
they are ualimited, or infiuite ; there is the 

grea teii 



@eaten tyranny :C For to puni@ a criminal in 
x an excefive degree, and beyond what the end* 
of good govern-merit require, is as real in- 
juRice and cruelty, as to infli& a lefir degree 
of punishment upon an innocent perfon. For 
in both cafes, it is equally in%%ng mifery, 
aot to anfwer any nece&ry, or ufeful end, byt 
for the mere fake of increafing mifery ; which 
OS the WY/I cnd,tbat can be co&eived, 

There neither is, nor can be, any other 
difference, betw&n the befi and the worfi go- 
vernment pomle; than that the former is ad- 
minifired ‘with a view to produce and maintain 
the grcatefi virtue and happinefs, and to pre- 
‘vent, or cxtinguifh, as much as poffrble, wic- 
I<edaefs and mifery; and the latter with a view 
tb’ prolong and edcreati wicked&& hnd mifery. 
Now, whether the end@ prefervation of 
wicked fpiri ts, in ordzr to infli& upon them 
iqj~ite miferies, be more confifient with the 

former, or the la/to- kind of government ; is not 
&ficult to be determined. Their wickednefs, 
or their mikry, may be a realon ip the mind 
of a good governor, for d&raying them : But 
the contrary, v.Gx. preferving them for ever in 
a fiate of wiclcednefs and m&et-y, appears more 
conducive to the ends of the wo?-J govern- 
meat, than of the be,?. 

L4 To 
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To alledge that human ignorance is f’o 
great, and our ideas of what is fittefi and befi 
&I imperfeb, that we can form no judgment of 
what the ends of divine government may re- 
quire ; and that therefore, for ought we know,<- 
in$%i~e punifbment, and the eni/efj exiitence of 
time beings in the greatej mifery, may be 
tiade fubfervient, by the incomprehenfibIe 
wifdom of providence, to the greaten virtue 
and hsppinefs of the univerfe ;-is only argu- 

ing from a fupp~/kZp@bility againit the greatefi, 
probability ; and endeavouring, under color of 
human ignorance, to fcreen a do&line appa- 

tently moft injurious to the chara&r of the 
Supreme Being, 

In human governments, extreme and linger- 
ing punifhments ace a certain mark of barba- 
rity, and a criterion by which to di(tinguiIh a 
tyrant from a ju) ad good prince. In the befi 
confiituted governments, punifiments are the 
mildefi, in the worft, the fevereft. For a 
perfeA iyranlzy, is fupported foleIy by few; 

but a jufi,and legal government, by better prin- 
ciples and affe&ions. And wherher, the heJ, 
or the 7u3J governments on earth, are mofi 
Ii,& the divine; whether the greateit tyrantr, or 
the moft beneficent and merr$f ~Y:~c:s, molt 



rind ORTHODOXY &?kt???, 249,’ 
rlfeinCZe the perfeA g/v.~ nor of the t&verfe ; no 1 
dne will hefi.tate in deciding; 

But, iadeed, iti all human governments,. 
even the worfi, death (ivhich is, annihilation in b 
refpe& to human fociety) is thk uliimate 11’ 
dlhment : And all that is added, by tl % f& 
judges who proceed to the extreme@ rigod, is 
aa augmentation for a fhurt fpace.oF.tl3n!&, ot: 
the horrors and .agonies preceding, or attend- 
ing the execution. And&it is hardly to be con- 
ceived, that any @ice, though abftilute in -. 
power, tyrannical in dif’ofiti&, and both in- 
jured and incenfed to the hipheR degree, would f 
not, in length of time, think j&ice fatisfied, , 
if not.feel his own refentment fatiated, by thk : 
extreme and iafiing miferies of’ the criminal : 
Ahd ihe-idea of Lmai&g thPre*miferies everlafl- 
ing, was thissin his power; would be found t 
too abhorent to reafon and humanity, to be + 
long entertained in a human breafi, 

Hdw. th’en can we think of imputing a pro- . 
&dure.exceeding the feverity of the greatefi: 
tyrant, and *of th& worit ’ of *governments ‘0n.r 
earth, to that Being; whbm we ftileythe belt ; , 
aohoJe lender* mwrr’es are ’ over n& hi5 work* ; ; 
whom *we* oughr to love with .alf our t hearts;% 
and.. tot contemplate with the greatefi\ deligh 1: ; ; 

L- 5s and .i 
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and in whofe defigns and me$ures we ought 
to place an entire confidence ? Why do we 
$Iile him moJ me+fX? Why addrefs him as 
THE FATHER OF MANKIND ?-A fat&, 
indeed, may punish a wicked and difobedienr 

>Zbn : i. 4. May withdraw his favoudfrom him, 

tray diEoh& him, may infli&firipes, or other 
penalties upon him ; nay, a&in&ts magi&-ate 

and judge, may put hhn to ‘death. But what 

fhould we tMak of that father, U&O a&hag 

‘in the capacity of a judge over his offending 
6ffspriog, would not be fatisfied (be their 
#crimes ever fo great) either with their total 
defiru&ion, or their, Cufferiflg for any limited 
duration, oy the addition of the former to the 
latter ; but who would rather judge them to 
ihe for ewer, than to pec$” for Ever in fire un- 
qven:bn ble ?- How, could fuch a judgment 
)conGfi either with the equity of gpvernment, 
or the Clemency of a judge ? How much le& 
with the difpofition of a pa,-lnt ?--HOW vain 
is it to compliment the Almighty with the 
titles of m$‘juJ and moJ merc$%Z; if at the 
fijrne time we afcribe to him a cond.u& not 
only inconfifient with the patervlal charaLter, 
hut irreconcileable to our dearefi notions of 

jz$?ife, as well as nzeicy.? 



Nothing is of greater importance to reli- 
@on, than to preferve the charaoer of the 
Supreme Being isviok : For without this 
#onndatiop it’capqot be ftlpport+; bW WiH 
-&I qpt tg3 &generate into flavifl@fuperfMoar, 
pc q blind and favage entbtk(iaftn. Yet, per- 
haps, no charaLter in the “world ha& beea 
yore mifiakenA or traduced, and, confequent- 
,Iy, fu$kred more reproach and injury from the 
aongug~ and pens of we+ : Whilfi not under- 

_ fiaadiog the nature and end of government in 
- general; 9~ having formed any cleaf a& 

‘w~filtegt not&s of juitice and merq, LW of 
&at pub&F: utility, which ought always to & 
intended and apfwered, by punifhing aa 
well as by rewarding; they have eretied, in 
their own imagiaation,ea fcheme. of govern- 
‘merit, according to tJ@r *n narrow, partial, 
arbitrary, or ent\hufiaflic conceits; and have 
$ondly imputed this fcheme, to the mofl Tub- 
-lime Being, wOofe wifdom and goodnefs are 
@Inite, whofe th,oughts and defigns excel 
thole of the wifeit and befi of mea, as tb~ 
kkens are above the 8urth. 

Nothing then can be more becom?ng thok, 
who are appoimed to be minifkrs of reli- 
scion, and guardians (of its truth aad pur”sty, 
than to windicate God’s government of the 

Lb world, 
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world, and to rcfcue that moft fublime and 
facred charaoer, wl$ch we fhould always con- 
template with the,&ghefI veneration and af; 
fedion, from @ore unworthy notions, which 
men are apt to intermix with their belief of a- 
deity ; and efpecially, from thofe black calum- 
nies, by which he is reprefented as no better, 
in tSe& than-the greaten tyrant* infiead of 
being. the mofi: junk, beneficent arrd merciful 
governor, For the influence which religion 
has upon the difpofitions and morals of,maq- 
Bindi wit1 be ufeful, or hurtful, in proportiou 
as their fentiments of the Divine Nature, and 

‘government are good, or evil, The vqorfi 
evils of ftiperifition and enthufi‘afm have their 
fource in an unjuit, or partial, opinion of, the 
deity. Nor can the belief of his exiitence, or1 
almighty power, produce many good effe&s, 
feparate from a behef of his per-f& jufiice and 
goodtiefs. A- juk eiteem of the deity, there: 
fore, is. that. &ring of ‘true religion an# ,virtuc, . 
which ought to be preferved, as much as pof, 
$ble, pure ancl untainted in the miuds, of ,mep; 

. 
It .is more curious and difficult than necef- 

fary, to account .for the propenfity of mankind,4 
to, receive! and retain fuch ii1 impreffions of 
the deity, aad his government of the world. 
I&@e&h.er they mry be&cribe,d to. thofe fqans 
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and horrors, which are apt fometimes, efpeci- 
ally in fome perfons, to feize and wholIy 
poffefs the imagination, and thereby dif’krb 
and over-power their reafon :--Or, to their 
.v.iolent rcefentments againfi thofe who offend 
rtnd.injure them5 which tempt them to avenge 
themfelves in proportion to their own power, 
rather than to do jufiice in proportion to the, 
offence ; and hence lead, them to imagine, that 
the greater power the perfon offended is pof- 
feffed of, the greater punishment he will con.- 
ieqilen tly infli& :-Or, whether they may be 
owing in fome infiances to the itrength of any 
other p&ions ;-- fo much is certain, that 
human paflions and affe&ons, either feparate 
or united; have a great inBu.ence. upon their 
nnderfiandings, and contribute.. both to forrp 
and confirm their particular fentiments of the 
&ara&er and difpoftipn of the. Supreme 
Being, _ 

It may be equally difficult to trace-out with 
any precifion, how fuch opinions have afiualz 
ly.arifen and fpfead in the world ; particularly 
this barbsrousnotiod, of, a. itate of never-end- 
ing mifery and torment.4 The heathen poets 
adopted r the vulgar, fables3 in regard to the 
djfferent fpeeies of the infernal torments. And 0 
firgila@gns a perpetual duration of mifery- to . 
* fi.rne. 
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liome criminals’ ; - “ &d t titernumps fe Mt 

infelix Tb~ins :“- though to Qthers he is Co 
fayourable as to oll~w, in procefs of time, a 
aeleafe : So that this doQrine has a remarkabk 
confor&y to the popi? hell and purgatory. , 
-But it was the bufinefs of the FOSS to a&Et 
the im.agiaat’ion : And to this end, they made 
qhe l&e ule of the fabulous trg$itions of their 
limes, as i%ukQ/peat dcxq of.& ;uri+ches end 
~ppariGons.-‘J3xG were the JMCHV~~ & pict 
$arump~~erolo, which C&o, as a phifofoghqr, 
{peaks of with Co much coutempt, as to Cay 
JG Who can be fo feq&M~ a& to give any c:r+ 
dft to them !” 

Mahsmei kerns to adopt the c?oRrine of, 
eternal torments in good earn& ;-+ and thua- 
ders it out, not only againlt criminals, but 
againi all who do not receive h.is &l-an. 3%~ 
Ilanguage is, “ They ihall undergo phe rigours 
46 .of an infinite p&n. -They fhall never be 
s” eared iin xheir torments.-They fhall be 
gc eternally confined in the fire of hel&-They 
6‘ fhall d.well there eternallg. - God will 
J‘ change their burned fkin into a new &in, 
“ that they may fuffer the more.-& hath 
6‘ prepared hell for them, where they fibal 
‘c remain eternally.- The infidek lhBI1 be en- 
~6 corngaffed with fJamGs of h&.-The; fiall 
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JI have [hirts of fire ,-Boiling water &all-,#ow 
a .in UQOR th&r heads :--The fire &all burn 
* what is in their bellies, and fhaII roafi their 
a6 fkia .-They Ihall be beaten with clubs of 
Jt iron ,-W&A they think to go out of this 
~6 fire, they &all enter further into it.-T&y 
u &tli lrrit die in thofe tormerits, and their tar, 
.u ture fhall never be arwaged.9They IhaIl ’ 
‘6 iti vain implofe fucconr of God,-They 
* fhad demand of the keeper of the fire, 
4‘ Will thy lord never deliver us from there 
4‘ pains ?-He thall aafvver fhem, Ye fhall 
‘1 abide there e&mJJg.-They fhalf, never get 
,“ out of this fire, neither be able to repent,- 
&‘ Their pains, thaY he augmented, and paiw 
S‘s upon pains.“’ 

It appears then, that this doArine of eteraaI 
torments, ‘is certainly a Mahhetm, if not a 
Heathen d&rine. But whether it be k 
Jm$b, or a Chr~ji%m d&rine remains a fub- 

p je& of inquiry. 

I have not yet been able to d&over anp 
thing Eke it, in the writings of the Qldtfla- 

~CM: Aad am fully convinced that tbofe pa/- 

figes in the New, wGch have been thought to 
.implg.it moQ itrongly, do direaly, and in the 
8rongtdi manner .im$y the contrary.-And 

fQr 
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f6r proof of this, I beg leave to refer you’ tar 
a.difcourfe, now going to be publikd $: . 

If the expefions of b&g thwn into a ftir? 
nL7ce ofjm-cgJi7 into a lake of jrc-into euer~ 
Z$‘ing fire--in!o hell, whew 8. the worm d,;eth nor9 

and he jre ii n?t quenched ;-do ‘not import *a 
total de&-u&ion, or anni&iation ; I muft con4 
fecS- myfekf to be utterly at a lok; and muA 
beg your kin& amaxe, in order to find OUD 
the meaning-of them, 

l 

If I tell a man. whofe hjuf6 i9 on fire, that. 
that fire is unquenchable; the meaning is the. 
fame, as if I told *him, that his h’oule would be 
entireljl deltroyed. If I’tell a gardener, who6 
plants, or the bloffoms, are infebed bp the 
worm, That he cannot I411 that wormp or, that 
it ~w.X‘n~t .die ; it is the fame thing as if I .iold 
him, that his fruit will come to nothing. or hid 
p!ants die.. Or, if a p>t:ent is afE2ied with. 
a di’ftemper, which is fuppofed to jxroceed from. 
wortis, and he is to!d that the WOYQZ willnot’” 
die ; the meaning of the phraCe mufi be,. that 7 
the difeak will end ,iti .the death of the patiect,. 
And if fuch phrafes be confidered as proverbial 
among the Jews, and that. when any perfon fell 
itito any diflemper, or calamity, that would. 
certainly end in deitrufiion, it was ufual ‘for.. 

$,.See the Aukor’, S:r:nons, 101. z. 
them: 
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* them to fay, 6~ That is a worm that will not 

die;” or, 6‘ That is a fire that will not be 
quenched ;” the fenfe is perfeAly intelligible : , 
They meant that it was a loft cafe; that there 
was no pofibility of preventing the defIru&ion . 
of the perfoa, or thing, to which they applied 
the proverb. 

,Refides, there is fomething abfurd and con- 
. tradi&hry in the image made uf’e of, if we 

fuppofe chaff; wood, or other ufeIefs mate- 
rials, thrown into an unquenchable fire, and 
yet not to be conkmed and deflroyed in that 
fire; or, a living creature cai? into it, and yet 
preferved alive for ever in it : For, throwing 
into the fire is always underflood, to be the 
mofiefWua1 way to a?&~y a thing : And the 
ZeJ es&gt&zbh the fire is, the more ctrtcoinly 

- wiIj the fubje:A thrown in be canfunrenl. And 
the original term, XP.~C~XWEW, properly tranf- 
laced, is, to Lurn ‘IP, or utter+ ccnfime ly~%e: 
which is dire&ly contrary to a ‘being preferved 
in the fire. W..oj!~all burn up the chafwith 
unqucnchabkfire. John iii. 12. The expref- 
iion here is probably borrowed from Malachi 
iv. I. For behold the dry cometh that pall burn 
OS an oren ; and all the proud, yea, and n/l that do 
wickedb /hall bejhbble ; and the dny that comejh 

fial.’ burn them up, fG.lb ,bc h-d of ho/s, tht 

l 
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it j?wII leave them neitbq riot nor brancSI,I 

Similar to this is 4x expreaon in the epifile . 
to the Hebrews: &r God is U ‘CON!lUMING 

fire, xa7ccvachrmpy : WAich dignifies, utterly 
dehoying ; the very reverfe of preferving+- 
There is, indeed, fo dire& a contradifiion be- 
tween the idea of preferving any creature alive, 
and that of throwing it into a fire, a fire &at 
cannot be extiigui&e.d ; that if dtil) confidec- 
ed, it is amazing how men came to join fo 

ppofite ideas together, or imagine them to be 
confifient. This inconGfIency Muhtmet ridi- 
ruloufly attempts to reconcile by fayina, 
4‘ Thar Cod Ml change their burned &in 
into a ntw Go, that they may Mis rhs 
more.” 

Fire is, indeed, an infirrttient of twture, as 
sell as of a’@w%h. But why men ihobld 
zhiak it more becoming the ,rno@ jufI and mer- 
ciful governor of the wo-rld, to make it an in- 
Jtrusnent of euerla/ing turnlent to his offending 
creatures, rather than of their ~uerl&‘ng de- 
/fru~ion ; or why, they fiould ‘be difpofed to 
take the words of Scripture in a fenre contra- 
difiory to reafon, juflice and humanity, when 
zhey will not only admit of, but are mo@’ naiu- 
,ralb und,erfiood in a dir&rent fenf’e, agreeable 
&oJoftice and clemency; is to me inconceivable. 

# 

7-k-e 



The fubje& is reducible, as far as the &riC 
v tinn rea&ti~ is concerned, to this fingle 
que4ion: Whether the afore-mea4ioaed eX- + 
prefioas are intended to convey to us the idea 
of everlafiing torture, or of everI+fiin$ defiruc- 
Con, i. P. annihilation ?--Perhaps fame may 
be inclined to think, that they Cerve to convey 
ideas, both of torment, and of total defiru8ion. 
W.ith fuch perfons (if there are any) I deGre 
to have no controverfy. Becaufe on this fup- 
pofition, the torment or mifery cannot be in- 
finite. And it is only that Mah’ometan, Pagan, 
and (as I. mufi confels it appears to me at 
prefcnr) moft abfurd, cruel anti-chriftian, and 
diabolical do&ine of injnitc, or never-ending 

miCery and torment, which I am oppofisg, and 
endeavouring to eradicate : (a i@am rxcrttt~c~ 

opin?onem (to ufe the words of Cicero) mihimct 
viiui radicitus.” 

That there are pafiges in the New TeBa- 
merit which imply, that the fentence of eternal 
death fl~all be execu.ted u.pon criminals with 
circumitances of ignominy, horrw and pain, 

’ propartL~~crte to their guil,t, I readily allow and 
affirm : Yet am not of opinibn, that the fi- 
gures of being t&J into trnqurtlchable jire, and 
the like, are intended ta convey to us any idea 

Of 
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of torment, but /;leb that of total deJru&%n, 

or annihilation, or ceafing to exifi. And the 
parage in the book of Revelations, where it is 
iaid, that death and hil (i d. Hides) /hall be 
cay into the Me ofjire, feems to me decifive in 
this point. For certainly the meaning there 
is, not that death arid Hades fhall be~tmzenred 
(which is ridiculous) but that they ihall be 
a bol$3ed. , 

But it is not my defign, either to troubie 
you with a fuperfluous repetition of what hdth. 
been fuggefled in the difcourfe rtferrcd to, or- 
to exharc/l the fubje& : But only to reprefent 
to you in few words, the view which I have of 
it 8t prefent ; and to intreat your friendly 
&fiance, in further explaining the fubje&, 
and either re&ifying, or confirming my fen- 
timents. 

And give me Jean to by, sir, that it is a 
fubje& worthy of your pen : That according 
as the do&ine of future punishment is diffe- 
rently explained and believed, it will very 
differently affe& mens opinion of the Supreme 
Being : And that in a caufe, in which the ho- 
nour of God, and the credit of the chriftian 
revelation, are fo immediately concerned, y.ou 
cannot find you&f unconcerned. 

For. 
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For my own part, I am perfuaded, that the 

vulgar notion of eternal torments has been 
prod&Eve, not of virtue and happinefs, but of 
wickednefs and mifery in the world, where it 
has been mofi ferioufly arid fieddily believed. 
However, confequences are not the fubje& of 
our enquiry, but the truth of the doBrine. 
The proper queItion is, what is the do&rine 
of our Saviour ?-When that is determined ; 
if any man, after allowing the doArine to be 
his, yet fhall impute ill effe&s to it, or a&t 
that it ought not to be preached, or publifhed; 
he pretends to be wifer than our Saviour, and 
is guilty of an arrogance inconfiitent with his 
chriftian profefion. 

That you bear a more free and noble mind 
than to be influenced by vulgar prejudices, or 
infefied with an irch of popularity, or bialfed 
by any mean confiderations ; I am mofi willing 
to believe. And therefore hope, that you will 
favour myfelf and others, ‘with a public ex- 
planation of your kntiments ; and, if you think 
proper to take pen in hand, cannot eafily 
doubt of your doing ample juff ice to fo impor-, 
tant and interefking a fubjea. 

, 1 am, with/inrere eyeem, 

Ew’s, 6x. 

SAMUEL BOURN. 
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T HE High-church clergy, ever fince 
one of their brethren * has been un- 
der a parliamentary prolecution for 

his feditious fermons, talk in a very unufua1 
itrain for liberty of fpeech, and of ihe injuflice 

* of punifhing men for their opinions; and cry, 
if they are not permitted to difcharge their 
confciences in the pulpit, and fo tell the people 
without any reltraint their duty, efpecially in 
matters of the highelt confequence, the great 
ufe of preaching will be loft : for who will re= 
gard what they fay, when they dare not fpeak 
their thoughts, but mufi be forced to fuit 
their doQrine to the humours, pafions, pre- 
judices, or defigns of great men ! Nay, the 
boldefi among ‘em don’t fcruple to furmire, 
that if the power of preaching what they judge 
to be the truth, be derived to ‘em from a di- 
vine commifion, they can’t fee how they are 

e Dr. SvcbewereZ. 
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L?CC~U~~B& m the laity for what they Kay 01 
a3 in execution of fuch a commifion : and 
rhat if they are fubje& in this refpe& to 
i;o\vers infinitely inferior to God, from whom 
r:lone th.ey receive t-heir cmmifion,ithey can 
have no pretknce ef. b&ng independknt in any 
other point, by virtue of a divine commiGon, \ 

After tl@y fbe’arged this,’ and all they .can 
think on for an tlncohtrouled liberty of vent- 
ing what they pfeaie in ‘the pulpit,- then they 
cry, if they muft be ptmified for difcharging 
their confciences there, it ought to be with all 
due reverence, regard and tenderners to their- 
iacred charafier, as they were treated in the 
reign of that pious martyr Charlks I. \vho at 
his coronatim, to fhew what a regard he was 
refolved to have for their holy fun&on, and 
how he would, exalt them abovk t,he nobility 
and gentry, caufed this exhortation to be read 
to him by the archbikop, in the prefence of the 
peers and all the other great perfons who at- 
tended the folemnity * : As you/ie the CLERGY 
cg,rie nemer lo tbe ni’tar (which was afterwards 
rsil’d in, to exclude the laity from approach- 
jng it too near) lhsn o:beYs,fi remember that in 
1411 places con,ven~e?ityorng;‘e them gre&w honour ; 
dL-at the mediator of Gcd and man may e,?abbJ$ 

* Hiit, of Ez~ I.in fo’ol; vol. 3. p. 13. 
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p in-the kingly throne, to be a mediator betwen 
he clergy and the laity. Such a ble[red reign, 
Cay they, when the reformed religon did Co 
much fiouriti, apd the church was maintained 
,in its genuine purity, free from all popifh and 
fanatical fuperfiition, ought to be a precedent 
to all future ages. 

The talking after this rate ill becomes thofe, 
who are fm manacling and ihackling the 
clergy with early fubfcription to certain creeds, 
articles, and canons ; and are not only for de- 
priving them of all their prefermetits, but 

’ otherwife puaiIhing them, if they prefume to 
preach’contrary to fuch creeds, UC, tho’ in the 
moft fpeculative points. 

The atmofi for which men of the greatefi 
freedom contend, and which makes them to be 
called atheiits by there highfliers, is, that in 
fuch things wherein neither the public nor 
private is injured, but which relate only to 
,God and a man’s own feJf, liberty of confcience 
‘aught to be preferved inviolate to all perfons, 
and the pulpit as well as the prefs left intireIy 
free. 

But ‘tis the papifis, and fuch other rigid f’ana- 
tics, who maintaiti that preachers are not at all 
accountable to the lay-powers for whatever they 

A4 2 hy 
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fay in the pulpit : But certainly fedition is 
as much fedition in the pulpit as out of it 5 
nay, ‘tis more criminal for being fpoke fo pub- 
licly, and from a place where ‘[is like to have 
a greater effe8 ; and from one whore bufinefs 
it is to preach all that tends to the peace and 
welfare of human fociety. Whoever therefore 
is guilty of this crime, mofi grofly abufes that 
liberty the government allows him, of talking 
without interruption for an hour together: 
and the proper punishment for men who have 
fo publicly vented feditious doorines, is for 
them to be as publicly expofed, that the pillory * 
may expiate the crime of the pulpit; and the 
nearer that is placed to this, the fame perfons 
who heard him aloft in one, have the better 
opportunity of viewing him on the other : by 
which means, their being blindly led into a 
belief of his do&rine by too great a reverence 
for his perfon, may be happily prevented. 

I don’t ke how that profound reverence, 
which the priefls pretend is due to them, can 
ferve lo any other end, than to impofe on the 
people, and make them fwallow the moit ab- 
furd doArines which they dogmatically di&ate 
from the pulpit. The preachers indeed c$t 
well treat the people with too much Icverence, 
iince the word of God not only makes them 

the 
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thejudges oftheir do&rines, but obliges them, 
if they judg: them to be falj te&ers,/c’educers, 
-deceivers (and certainlycommon beautefeus and 
incendiaries are the great&) t!jy and$hn thrm, 
ZIS they would the moit poifonous and iafeAious 
animals, or as even the devil himfelf, the great 
kducer and deceiver of mankind. And he why 
is to be treated thus by every body, can pre- 
tend to no charaaer, which may exempt him 
from the mofi infamous punikment, if it be * 
otherwife proper. ’ 

The chief bufinefs of a clergyman is $0 fet - 
a good example to his congregation ; and if 
he difcharges his duty in that matter, he a& 

- honeitly in his profefion : but if he takes a 
contrary method, he a& like a witnefs who 
perjures himfelf, or a retailer who ufes falfe 
weights or meafures ; becaufe they are a&c 
gui!ty of a breach of trufi iti their own proper 
callings, and therefore ought to be alike fub- 
je& to the Came punishment. 

But fince high-church refers us to the reign 
of a prince, who was ambitious of the honour 
of being thought the mediator between the 

. clergy and laity (tho’ in truth he aCted more 
like a party-man) we will fee whether the 
treatment which clergymen as well as ahers 

M3 met 
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met with in his reign, twhen they were fo ns- 
happy as to fall under the difpleafure of high- 
church, which then rid triumphant, are fit 
precedents for *this reign of gentlenefs and mo- 
deration. And in doing this, I can’t but let 
the reader fee, whether thofe who then go- 
verned the church, were for preferving it free 
fi-om fuperftition, and maintaining the refor- 
mation iti its native purity. 

And the firit infiance I ihall give of tb 
tender regard which was had to clergymeo, 
Alali be the treatment of Alexan&- Leigh:on, 
D. D*. who for refie&ing on the prelacy, an& 
charging the bishops with perfecution,and cal- 
ling the quecna daughter of He& with fuch- 
like exprefions, in a book intitled, An appeal to 
lo parliament ; was ientenced to a perpetual 
imprifonment, to a fine of ropoo 1. to be de- 
graded, to be pillory’d and whipt, PO have his 
ears cut off, his nofe flit, and his face branded : 
all which fentence was mofi feverely executed: 
upon him. 

The nextinfiance I &hall give of high-church 
moderation, is the pillorying of the three pro- 
fefiions of divinity, law and phyfick, all at 
Once t : For in the 13 Car. I. there was an 

* Hik of EqI. vol. 3. p. 60. 
t Ru~u’.. colk& abridg’d., vol. 2. p. 273, &c. 
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bformation in the ftar-chamber agqinf! the 
reverend Mr. &vim, a divine of the church 
of England, and a Londm minifier ; Mr. Pryn~, 
a barriiter of LiftcAs-~~~ ; and Dr. Bcs$?w~c~, 
a phyfician ; for writing fedXobs f&ifinnti&L , 
books againR the hierarchy of ‘tht church, ttr 
the fccandal of the government. The defen- 
dants tendered their anlwers themfelves to ilie 
court ; but becaufe all their council had nul: 
figned them (which none but very bold men 
would then venture to &;and Mr. Hilt was 
threatened to have his gowa pulled over his 
ears for drawing Burfsn’s anfwer) the court 
took the advantage of this, and without more 
ado ordered each of them lo be taken pro CGIZ- 
&G ; ancl the pillor-y, lofs of their ears, their Q 
faces and. foreheads branded with hot ironer, 
yerpetual imprifonment, atld a fine of gcoo I, 
each, was their fenteqce : nay, Mr. PTJVUZ was 
not only to Iofe the remainder of his ears, but 
to be ffigmatized on both cheeks with tht: 
letter L. S. dignifying a feditious libeller ; and 
the reverend Mr. Burtarz was depritPed of hir; 
benefice in Landan, degraded from his franc- 
tion, and degrees in the nniverfity, where he 
had proceeded batchelor of divinity. This 
barbarous fentence was mofi barbaroufly exe- 
cuted : for Barton’s and BaJwirk's ears were . 

1" ChTdQ~, Vol. I. fd. p, 7 3. Rufi,, ibid. 
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pared Co clofe by the high-church executioner, 
that he cut their arteries, and thereby caufed 
a great effuf ran of blood ; and he not only 
feared Prjnn’s cheeks with an exceeding hoc 
iron, but in taking away what was left of one 
of his ears, pared off a piece of his cheek, and 
left a-piece of his other ear hanging on for 
ibme time, after he had barbaroufly hacked it. 
But this inhuman ufage of Mr. Prynn did not 
&:dtisfy father Laud, but he moved the court 
then fitting to have him gagg’d, and fome 
farther punilhient infli&ed on him, for raying, 
‘ If all the martyrs that fuffered in queen 
6 ,&‘~r~‘s days, are called fchifmatical heretics, 
6 faAious fellows, traitors, and rebeIs, con- 
c demned by holy church, what can we look 
6 for ? Yet fo they are itiled by Dr. Puckling- 
4 ton in his Ahre Cbr~ianum, licenced by the 
6 archbifhop’s owtk chaplain ;’ for which Dr. 
Pdington and the ‘archbifhop’s chaplain were 
both afterwards cenfured by the lords. But 

* tho’ the merciful archbishop could not prevail 
on rhe refi of the judges to in&A greater 
cruelties on Mr. Prynn, yet to gratify his re- 
venge, he caufed feveral who at &J&r * and 
other places had fhew’d civilities to Mr, Prynn, 
as he was carrying prifoner to Carnarvan 
caitle, tho’ his keepers were not forbid to let 

* R$3zc. abr, vol. 2, p, 295, &c. 
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any vi&t him, to be fined fomc 500 2. Ibple. 
300 1. others 250 2. But Mr. Prynn wamot 
long at Curnar~un caitle (which, tho’ a nafiy 
bole, was thou&r too good for him) ere he 
was r-owed to M~wnt Urgz& in the ifland of 
~et$iq ; where by an extraordinary order under 
Laud’s hand, none but his keepers were per- 
mitted to fpeak with him., and all his letters 
were intercepted, and he not allowed pen, 
ink and paper. to write for neceffaries, or to 
petition for relief. And in his petition to the 
hauie of comtqons, when releakd, he fays ‘ he 
* feat to the archbishop, to de&e him to re- 

’ 6 Ieafe or bail his fervaot, that he might attend 
6 him duriog his fores *; which out of his 
# grace and charity he utterly refufed, faying, 
( He would proceed agaiofi him io the high 
6 com,mjflioo, where he has ever fince been 
6 vexed, and fent from prifon to priCon, only 
a for refufing to accufe him the petitioner.’ 
Nor was Dr. B@wiik, or Mr. &rio?z notwirh- 
@anding his indelible charaoer, ufed after a 
more humane manner ; both their wives being 
forbid to fet their feet on the iflaods where 
they were prifoners. 

Having mentioned Mr. F~Jwz’s former fuf- 
ferings, ‘twill not be improper to let the reader 
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know, that this poor gentleman, onl)t for W&F 
ing againfl ftage-plays” (tho’ his book is in k; 
manner tranccribed out of the fath:rs, being 
full of quotations from them, and was iicence& 
by archbifhop Abbot’s chaplain) was not only 
committed to the Tower, without bail or 
mainprize, for a whole year, and denied accefs , 
to his council, or convenient time to examine , 
witneO& ; bt 44% Abd-~~tiL expelled the. 
uqiverfiy afOxfoPd and Limoha’s-im, degrad-. 
ed, put from his profefiom of th lay, fee 
twice in the pillory, where he 100 both his 
ears, aud had his fciid licensed book burnt be- 
j&e his face by the hangman ; and after all he. 
was condemned to perpetual imprifonment. \ 

Pr~,n2s book againfi plays was the more 
provoking, becaufe the court was extremely. 
addiEted to there ludicrous entertainments, and’ ’ 
the queen io fond of them, that iha did not 
&uple to a& a part in her own royal perfon +: 
and therefore this treatife againit fitage-plays- 
was fufpefied to be levelled at the praAices of- 
tte court, and the example of the queen. And’ 
dme being 3n the table of the book this reh 
fertnce, 7firnefl aAovs, notoriorrs whores ; this 
was co&rued by an innuendo to r&e& on: 

* R+v, vol. 2. p, 179, SK. 
1 t fiiit. En&i. vol. 3. p. 6~. 

the 
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the -queen’s facred per&n* Bifhop LcruG,~ 
as he was the infirument and abettor of moit- _ 
other vile things, fo he was of this profecution; 
by ihewing By&s km& to the king, SK# 
point@ at the ofinfioe ptr~t of it, and then b$ ’ 
employing his chaplain Wr. Heylin (a A~bnG~ 
nefs for fuch a worthy divine) to picIc:*out‘aW 
thofe paffages to which ho COIN . give rh#! 
feverefi turns j and lafily, by carrying thd@ 
notes to the artomey-general for matter ofinforL* 
mation, and urging h’im’earh~~~ to pro&e& 
Sgai& the author: c ‘I%; ihereveredd &an! 
‘ of Pmr bmlu3h fiys, ‘ was lmktd ‘cm by%&! 
‘ fmious men as &i&g countenance to the liu 
‘ centioufnefs and profanenefs of the itage Q :’ 
But who could, whether ferious or not I&S 
&GE, expe& any other from an archb&Jx@thait, 
appeared fo zea1aus for profati)tg the Sabbath, 
and ruined a great many godly minifiers an,4 
&heir families, ,becaufe they would not read tiir; 
proclamation for fports on the Lord’s day ? 

;’ , , . 
But as Laud had no regard to confciencq 

himfelf, fo he took fpcisl . mre. that otherq 
‘should have as little ; wit& dle;canons framed. 
by him and his inflrnmcnts for the’ cierg; of 
Srothd, which obiiged the whole clergy or 
that nation to fwear‘to Obmit to, and pq ~4 
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obedience to. what was enjoined by the litur- 
gy, tho’ they knew’not what it contained, is 
not being ready till a: year a&r or there.- 
abouts i-i This no’ doubt was politicly dbne 
by him, fince he c&d not but Gee, that if he 
Qnce inade the whole body of that clergy blind- 
iy {wear to they. knew not what, they could. 
W&h a vety ill grace pretead confcience fsr 
A&g to comply with any& his impofitions. 
And much 0f.q $iece with this was the obfig- 
tig the En&&$ Aergy to fwear, as they were 
bound by the canons of 40, to a government 
of, WC, Now were there no WC, in the cafe, 
yet an oath that obliges men, efpecially tbofe 
ivho qrc concerned in the legiflature, not to 
adeavour to alter ihe government of the 
church+ nruf’I be, to fay no worfe, a very rafh 
oath, becaufe it is defigned to hinder men from 
doing their duty, if ever they come to think 
&is government inconvenient dr unlawful. 

But to return, during PTWZ’S imprifonment, 
Dr. Ba/Zwick was brought into the high-com- 
rnifion court, for a book entitled Zlenchus 
Pap+, writ in anlwer to a book of one Short 
a profefs’d papift ; for which he was condemn- 
ed to a fine of a thoufand pounds, to be ex- 
comunicated, debarred his pra&ice of phyfic, 
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. his book to be burnt, and he to be imprifoned 

till he made B recantation + ; or, in other 
words, difowned the king’s preiogative, the 
defendii of that being the great fault of his 
bob . 

Abd what made thofe gentlemen, Pvynn, 
Button, and BuJJwick io very criminal, was 
their complaining of feveral innovations in the 
church (in defence of which, at-their cenfure, 
La&made a very large f’peech, which is print- 

- ed in the hifiory of hii trwles) and for not 
allowing bifhops to be Jure Divine t , and fqr 
maintaining that they incroached on the king’s 
prerogative, particularly in keeping courts, 
and Xuing out proceffes in their own names. 
For this they exhibit a crofs bill agaiafi the 
bishops ; upon which .tbe arcbbiiholj demand- 
ed the opinion of the judges, whether they 
could not be punitbed as libellers, who all but 
one aniwered negatively, for that it was ten- 
dered in a legal way. Upon this the ffar- 
chamber prevailed on eleven of the twelve 
judges, who had declared for the legality of 
fhipmqny, to declare likewife for the legality 
of bifllops iffuing out procefis, and keeping \ 
courts in their own names. 

+ t&itl,ck’s Memoirs, p. 2 I, zz. 
t R$Cw. abridg, vol. 2. p. 275. 
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High-church, have in particular great reab 
&n to thank God for the freedom men enjoy 
under the pr&nt adminifiration ; for hqd thy 
lived in thofe days, and took the fame li&&~ 
to rail at the bishops then as they do no-tir,, in ~ 
ztepref’tin’g -them ai &ernks- of their *order, 
betrayers of the rights. of! the chd&aa church3 
ETC. they would hapt tindergone. ~&VPR lo+ 
xPifhtrrefit k$ ~hopi three confeffors, tiho bore 
all their fufirings, tho’ they had no piofpe& 
6f keing an end of them, with incredible cou- 
rage and.refblution. 

The next I &all mention is the reve- 
xend Mr. Smart, a prebendary of Durha~~, who 
was lWpt prifoner at TorK four months before 

any 
five 

articles were exhibited 
befur e a pro&or was 

againfl him, and 
allowed him* : 

Thence he ~ttsaenaove~ to the high-commif- * 
Son at Lam&h, aad after long trouble re- 
manded to Y&-k, fined 500 1. committed toI 
prifon, ordered to recant, and for refufing 
fined again, excommunicated, degradqd, and 
deprived ; his damage amounting in the whole+. 
to thoulands of pounds : and yet all the crime 
this poor man was guilty of, was his prefum- 
iag to preach againfi Come innovnLbns that 
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Dr. Cajnr, a creature of Laud’s had intxo- 
duced into the church of Durban, where he 
had feet up a marble altar, with ail the appur- 
tenances, namely, a cope with the Trinity+ 
and God the Father in the figure of ark old 
man ; another with a crucifix, atad the image 
ef Chrifi with a red beard .and.. blue cap c 
which was every whit as f’cand~lous as Lat;d’s 
caufing the popish piaure of the ..Tr*mitt 
where God the Father was drawn 1.&e- a’&& 
&I man, to be painted afield at La&& + I 
or his ipeaking in favoud ?of %~XM pain&r,-d&e 
to exprefs God the Father, had pint4 m t& 
glafs divers little oId men barefooted,,and in 
long blue coats, becaule God is called in 
Scripture the Antient af Days. But I refer the 
Eeader to Kumatth +, where he witi fee r)laff 
the recorder OlE Sarum far parching an order C$ 
vefiry for breaking down this moft fcandalous 
pi&r-e, deprived of his recorderfhiq, A’& 
500 1. and obliged to acknowledge his offence 
ro the bikop of the diocefe; tho’ the church,. 
in which this pi&ure was, was a lay-fee, and 
exempt from all epifcopal j.uriidi&ion. 

I fhall now give fome account of Dr. Ce+i?s, 
ianovations, which were fo very fcandalous, 

Q See Lads drf. in Prynn, p. 463. 
‘ * R$~w. aSriJg. vo!. 2. p. 124. 

that 
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that he was impeached in parliament for them, 
and the commons prefered twenty one articles 
againfi him *; Come ofwhich were, that he not 
only bfed many extraordinary bowings to the 
altar, but violently compelled others to do the 
f&e, and called fame gentlewomen whores, 
jades and prgans, and tore their clothes for 
omitting it : That at the firit Candlemas after 
bi co&g to that chutch, he caufed three 
huedred wax-candles to be lighted in honour 
of mr Lady, and placed fixty of them upon or 
about the altar (Fuller adds, that he forbad 
any pfalms to be fung before or after fermon, 
but fubitituted in their place an anthem in 
praik of the three kings of Cokz) That he 
framed a iuperftitions ceremony at lighting the 
tapers on the altar, in caufrng a company of 
boys to enter the church with burning torches, 
and to bow thrice towards the altar, and thep 
toretreat with their face towards it : That he 
beat in the church, to the great diiiurbance of 
the congregation, the dean’s man, for offering 
to put out, at his malter’s command,(fome of 
the many unnecefky lights he had fet up in the 
church : That in a fermon he raid, that our 
reformers, when they abolished the mafi, took 
away all good order ; and-inflead of reforma- 
tion, made a deformation : That he faid, that 

+ R@?~kw. abrIdg, ~01, 3. p. 383. 
the 
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the king had no more power over the church 
than the boy that rubbed his horfe’s heels ; 
and not only called one of the canons rogue, 

- rafcaf, UC but laid oioIent hands on him in his 
own ho&e, for complaining of thefe words ; 
and afterward he endeavoured by many unjuti 
Bratagems to have him turned out of his place. 
What happy days and glorious times were 
thefe, when high-church could ruin a man for 
but preaching againft fich innovations, for the 
Ike of which Dr. CoJm was prefered to a 
good deanery by Laud! And what are we 
now to expeLI, if the Laudean faCtion rides 
triumphant ! 

Nay, Kghchurch priefis were then grown 
lo infolent, that the reverend Mr. Harrijn 
came. to the common-pleas bar, all the courts 
then fitting, and cried aloud, I accufe Mr. 
‘j%/lice Hutton of high treu/on + : and Jaid that 

be made choice of this public wag, becanfe the 
other had as publiclly delivered his opinion againJ3 
fiipmony. And being atked what point of 
high treafon he accufed hi~+f; he anf’wered, 
“ That he denied the king’s fupremacy, in 
w affirming the king had no lawful power to 
a‘ levy fhipmony ; contrary to the opinion of 
J‘ all the orthodox divines in the kingdom.” 

l Ibid, vol, z. p. 474. 
Indeed 
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Indeed if the opinions of all the orthodox dF- 
ties thzt preached up the lawfuhn$s of the 
kii’s keying taxes without confen< of par- 
liament had been printed, it would have made 
as large a book as tie b$?or~ of P&De Obe- 
dience; where the opinions of as orthodox di- 
r’mes are mentioned, to prove that our all, our 
very lives degen-d un the wiNand pkafure of one 
who % inmrRe&tith poiwer%y the iegi’flatare, 
f;or~~ -c&r Rzfun than the defence of our 
Iives and liberties. .- 

But to lhew th&e WRS no charaLter or’ pofi 
in church or itate that could exempt one from 
being treated after themoit barbarous manner, 
who would not” come‘ in to the arbitraqy 
meafures of thofe times, f fhall infiance in Dr. 
Williams bishop of Lincoln, who with To much 
*hanour fnppo-rted the dignity of lord keeper 
under king Jhrntf, and f& the Peals with as 
great honour under king C~LITZCJ, for having 
joined with other patriots in cppofing the duke 
of Buckingham in parliament * : nay, he had 
not on?y the feals taken from him, but was 
not allowed to do his homage to the king 
with the reft of the fpiritual lords ai the coro- 
nation, and to execute his office as dean of 
884j?ti,jter in affrfiing at it ; and after that 

* Hift~ of Enghd, vol. 3. p, 14. 
was 
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was denied a parliamentary fiummons : which 
rho’ at I&, upon a motion in parliient, k q 
was obtained, yet he had a particular charge 
.frorn the lord keeper not fo appear in perfon, 
and it was tiitk fame difficulty that he got 

leave to make a proxy *. But what provoked 
the cotirt moit, was, that he had the honelty 
and courage, while the court-bishops and 
clergy were jufiifyin,g the king’s levying money 

. without parliment, to declare againfi the 
loan (which obliged people t-o pay after the.. 
rate offour iubfidiesand three fifteenths) This 
occafioned an information of other matters t@ 
be prefered againfi him in the itar-chamber, 
and other hardhips to be put on him by the 
court. But that which effe.&ually did his 
bufin& was, that he a&led Iike’a Thriftian an& 
proteilant, and a true promoter of the king’s 
as well as the kingdom’s real interefi, in pre- 
venting Ihe fubj&s from being ruined by the 
ecclefiaitical courts for matters of opinion, and 
their affe~ions alienated from the prince : and. 
therefore he advifed Dr. Laml dean of the 
arches; Dr. Sibdorp, and fame proAors, who 
Were at dinner with him at Bugden, ( to take 
c off their heavy hands from the puritans ; in- 
‘ forming them that his majefiy intended here- 

= HiIlt. ofEn&, p. 28, 32’. 
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6 after to de them with more mildaefs, as a 
’ confiderable party that had influence on the 
‘ parliament, without whofe afiffance the king 
e could not comfortably fupply his neceffrties : 
* adding, that the king had communicated to 
6 him, by his own mouth, his refolution of 
6 dealing more gently with men of that opi- 
a nion*.’ 

Some years after this advice, an information 
was given in the Oar-chamber, by Lamb and 
Sibthorp, that, the bilbop did give great difcou- 
ragement to their proceedings againit the pu- 
ritans, and that he a&ed LamL whether the 
puritans did not pay loan-money “f ; to which 
he anfwered, they did conform in that part, but 
that neverthelefs they were puritans, not con- 
formable to the church. To which the bifhop 
replied, if they pay their moneyj readily to the 
king, the puritans are the king’s beJ fubje~r, and 
1 amjire they will carry all at lay, But as to 
this information, either the matter was thought 
too frivolous, or even fuch a poor itory want- 
ed fufficient evidence to fupport it ; and there- 
fore the attorney-general let fall this bill, and 
preferred another againit the bifhop for tam- 

Q Fuller’s Church Hiffory, p. 155. 
-j- Hiff ory of England, vol. 3* p. 84. 

pering 
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periag with the king’s witneires in this very 
caufe, which himfelf had dropt. 

All the vileit methods were ufed to frighten 
the bilhop’s witneffes, and fome of them not 

* permitted, after a long and clofe imprifonment, 
to have their liberty, till they owned, under 
ther hands, crimes both againfi themfelves and 
the bishop * ; which afterwards they denied on 
their oaths ; while no exceptions were allowed 
againfi the king’s witnefis, but their credit 
was to’& efieemed facred in all they avered 
or depofed for the king. But I refer the 
reader to Ha&i’s life of ~%%‘lljams, to fee what 
villainous inflruments, perjuries, Cuborna- 
tions, expunging and rafing of records were 
made ufe of by his grand adverfary Luud to 
ruin his benefaeor, whofe greatefi crime was, 
that he had been fo infirumentail in preferring 
io vile and ungrateful a man. 

Indeed the. whole management did appear 
fo very grofs to the parliament,, that they not 
only ordered all the records relating to that 
fuit to be obliterated, but it did ha&n, as the 
hiitorian -/- obferves, if not chiefly caufe the 
fupprefion of the court of ear-chamber. 
The judgrhcnt was fuitable to a11 the refi of 

* F&r, p. 158. t Ibid. 
the 



the prckcedings ; for the bifhop was fined ta 
thoufand pounds, f@emded a B~xz$$ & a&u, 

and to be imprifoned during the king’s plea- 
fire, 3eficPcs this, he was condemned to pay 
to Sir ‘J&n Mw.@ a thoufand marks, for 
fqing that the order, he and fame other 
j&ccs &ade againR Prigeon, a witnefs of the 
biItrop’s, was a piti-order, and made in an 
inn. 

. 
This Prigeon was accufed, in order to invac 

lidate his teitimony, of having a baitard, which 
was banded at Lincoln afizes between him and 
another * ; one fefions fathering it on him, 
the next clearing him from it, the third re- 
turning it upon him again ; which order was 
again dilfolved by the king% bench, and Pri- 
geon ‘cleared from the child. And becaufe the 
bifhop’s krvanqs concerned themCAves in be- 
half of Prigean, there&e thdr gaiter was not 
only condemned, as above-mentioned, for 
tampering with witneffes, but three of them 
were likewife fined, and one in no lefs than a 
thonfand marks : and Laud made a fpeech of 
almofi an hour long in the Oar-chamber, to 
aggravate the crime, and yet at thd fame time 
pretended he had been five times on his knees 
to the king in the bilhop’s behalf. l 

* ~zcu,/h~, ab:‘dg. vol. 2. p. 3 I ;, &c, 
The 



: The Idhop during his cMe inprifosrment 
in &e TOWN-~ which was about four years, 

, WA examined: ,VRQ~ a book af articles of 24 
beets, written on bath fide-s, in oxder to &. 

1 prive him of his bifhoprick*. One article was, 
That alI books Jicenced by his Grace’s chap- 
lains, as Ckuw and Sala, popish books, with 
Manwaring’s fermons, are prefumed by aI1 

. trne fiubje&s to be orthodox, and agreeable to 
found religion. This the, bishop utterly de- 
nied, ,and won$ered at .their iqudence ti 
propound fiich an article to him. 

Another article related to the licenfing of 
books, which he faid, ‘& belonged only to bi- 
‘6 ihops, and to all bifhupsalike,andnot ta.tb&= 
u fervants : however, his Grace had fhuflled 
‘0 in his chaplaius in the lai) printed itar- 

I 6‘ chamber decree.” But more frivolous were 
the enfiuing articles : 

That ahe had called a book intitled, A Cca( 
from rke Ahar, a pamphhz 

That he raid, that all fIefi in E.rgZand had . 
corrupted their ways. 

Thar 
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That he faid fcoffingly, he had heard of a 
motherechurch, but not of a mother-chapel, 
meaning the king’s, to which all churches in’ 
ceremony were to conform. 

That he had wickedly jefied on St. MurMs 
hood. - 

That he raid, the people are not to be lafhcd 
by every man’s whip. 

That he raid, citing a national council fo( 
it, that the people are God’s and the king’s, 
and not the priefl’s people. 

That he does not allow priefts to jeer, and, 
make inveoives againit the people, 

3t kews what a temper his advercaries were I 
of, when they thought thefearticles of fuch a 
criminal nature, as that a bifhop might be 
deprived for them : and it likewife fiows what 
a regard they had to the chara&er of a bishop, 
when of five perfons who were to fit judges of 
his do&rine, with a power to deprive him of 
his bitboprick, three of them were laysdoc- , 
tors : And tho’ the bifbop objeAed againfi 
liis lay-judges, yet this was over-ruled, and he 
as one of the king’s fubje&s required to make 
his anfwer. 

-. 

All 
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All that had been hkherto.done agai& tlx 

bilfiop of Lr’ncoln did not fatisfy the malice of 
his enemies, but they caufed him to be fined 
again five thoufand pound to the king, and 
three thoufand pound to archbifhop Lad; 
becaufe forfooth one Os&Z@/&n, a fchoolmaf- 
ter at W$?minJer, writ letters to him, where- 
in were thele words : The Me vermin, the 
urchin, and hocus pxus, is this Jormy Ghr$?mas 
at zraridnce rvirh the hviathara *. And the wit- 
neKes againfi the bihop were his two fervants, 
who vr’ere before confined in the court of ftar- 
chamber for tampering with witneires ; whereof 
one was his fecretary -f-, “ who the bifhop 
4: faid had a comrrifion to open his letters in 
6‘ his abfence ; and if any fuch letters were 
sC found in his boufe,- they were laid up and * 
C‘ conceaIed by his fecretary ; and tho’ he had 
‘6 received f’uch letters, no law diretied the 
*‘ PubjeA to bring to a j&ice of the peace 
‘* enigmas or riddles, but plain, literal and 
6‘ gramm&tical libels agaiiifi a known and 
cc c!early decyphered pet-ion : and that O/‘- 
‘6 baldi)on denied that he defigned archbifhop 
‘r Laud and the treafixer We$‘an by thofe 
6‘ woids, but depofed on oath he meant other 

* Fulhr’s Church Hiitory, p. 165. 
+ Rti&u. abridg. vol. 3, p, 12, &c. 

v 0 L, III, N Cc per- 
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‘6 perfons, whom ‘twas proved he.ufed,to call 
6‘ by thofe ‘names,” But this did no;mgre ex- 
cufe the bishop than the fdwolmafier, who 
was fined 5~00 1. to the king? alid tti pay 
5000 1. to the archbishop. depriacd cf’ aii fpi- 
ritual dignities and promotions, and his cars 
nailed tP !the pillory in the prefence of his 
fcholars. If men bould be ferved fo DOW for 
railing, not only in enigmas and riddles, but 
openly and plainly, at an archbishop, there 
would fcarce be a .high-church priefi .in the 
kingdom with any ears on. 

But all this did not put an end to the bifflsp 
of Lz’nroWs troubles *; for there w;;s a new 
information of ten articles drawn up againR 
him, the’ for the main they were but the cant 
fequence and dedufiions of the fuppofzd former 
fault, in tampering with witnefres, :for which 
he had been fo Severely cenfured before- But 
the broils with Scorland,‘and other things in- 
tervening, put a fiop to this profecution ; and 
not long after this tamper u;ith witnrfis was 
made archbifiop of 1&-k. % 

. 
But the highefi pofi in the church, the me- 

tropolitical fee of all BEngland, in a reign fup- 
pored fo tender of the rights of the clergy, 

* FuZ/er’s Church Hiftory, p. I 65. 

4 . could 
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could not f&cure the good and wiie archbishop 
4b0t from being treated very inhumanly, only 

.- for refufing to licenfe a fermon of Dr. Sib- 
thp’s, which direAly fubverted the whole: 
conltitutioa, and deflroyed all property, in 
maintaining that the king had a divine right 
to impofe taxes without confent of parliament, . 
and that the fubje&, on pain of damnation, 
was obliged to pay them ; and this he termed 
apoftolical obedience. Nothing could fatisfy 
good king Charles, but that the archbitiop 
muit licenfe this fermon ; which when he re- 
fufed to do, the king fent him menace on 
menace, in order to fright him to a corn. 
pliance; and Loud, then bifhop of St. David!, 
was ordered by the king to anfwer the reafons, 
which the archbishop, w‘ho was then fick at 
Lambeth, knt to the Mng to ex,cufe hi.mfeIf for 
not licenfmg Sibthorp’s fermon : and for this 
f&-vice he was made a. privy councellor. But 
the king being fexifible how little his champion 
was able to cope with the archbishop, would 
not fuffer him to have a copy of Laud’s anfwer, 
or even to read it himfelf; and when he found 
;he archl$hop was immovable, he not only 
forbad him meddling with the high commif- 
fion, but banished and confined him to an old 
houfe of his near Canterbury. But feeing this 
difgrace and confinement did not break the 

N2 heart 
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-heart of the good old man, miferably affli&ed 
with gout and ftone, nor make him aA againit 
his confcience, there was a commi Hion granted 
to Laud and fome other bishops to rry him for 
an irregularity, for which he had beer] acquit- 
ted feven years before by bifhop hdreu~s, Sir 
Edward Goke and others *, whom king James 
lhad impowered to try him for this very thing, 
But ‘tis not ltrange he ,fiould be now found 
guilty and fufpended, when his judges were 
to be intrulted with his archiepikopal power. 

The good archbishop had the fatisfa&ion to 
Pee thefe do&rines he refried to licenfe difap- ’ 
proved by the king himklf, in the pr&lama- 
tion he fet forth for calling in ~Mnzuuz~ing’s 

iermons : But the world, which faw how ioon ’ 
after he had prefermwts heaped on him, could 
no more believe the king was in earn&, than 
,&&nzllauing himfelf was when he made his re- 
cantntion, elpecially when they faw this prac- 
tifed with relation to others, and that Monta- 
gue -/-, Coon after a proclamation to cenfure him 
for his book, had letters patents for a bi- 
dhoprick. 

* ~u.!f~~‘s Church HiRory. 
f- Hill. of Efzgland, vol. 3. p. 52, 53. 

5 The’ 
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Tho’ thefe were the deep policies of the 
court at that time, yet the archbifflop had the 
OtisfaCtion to fee the parliament very much in 
earnefi in approving tvhat be did, by cenfuring 
both Si&horp’s and Mhwariwg’s fermons : 
And the articles on which the latter was im- 
peached by the commons and condemned by 
the lords, were +, 

. 
I. That he labouaed to infufe into the con- 

fcience of the king, that his power wrls no@ 
limited by law ; which king James in his fpeech 

‘to the parliament called tyranny, yea tyranny 
accompanied with perjury. 

2. That he endeavourcd to perlunde the 
confciences of the fubjefis, that they are bound 
to obey illegal commands ; yea he damns them 
for not obeying them. 

3 He robs the Cubjefis of the propriety of 
their goods, * 

4. He endeavours to fet a divifion betweee 
the head and members, and bet*ween- the memo- 
hers then&Ives. 

t HiR..of.En~l.. p* 5 I. 

N. 3 3.. That 



594 Th Pillars of PRIESTCRAFT 

5. That like Fauxand his followers he feeks 
to blow up parliaments and parliamentary 
powers 

Are not all the preachers of abfolute power 
in the prince, and unlimited obedience in the 
fub&&s,- guiity of thefe damnable crimes ! 
What can more effe&ually blow up parlia- 
ments, and all parliamentary powers, than 
makhg the lives and fortunes of all’ the good 
people of Engkuzd depend on the will and plea- 
fur-e of a’ fingIe perfon ? Such a precarious 
tenure makes us all Turkey flaves, and not free- 
born Engl;Fmen : and confequently the preach- 
iog up that do&rine is the greateit treabn 
that can be againfi the confiitution. 

If; the dergy themfelves, even the greatefi 
of them, bikops and archbifhops, were f’o 
barbaroufly dealt with, that would not come 
in to the .a+bitrary meafures of high church, 
we can’t think the laity had better ufage, and 
therefore I kall only give an initance or two 
of their treatment. LiIbotrrn r and Wharton 
were put into the iaar-chamber court, for 
prEnting feditious books contrary to the decree 
of that court * i but refufing to take the oath 
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ez ofi&, and infifiing that no man was obliged 
to accufe himfelf, and that impofing this oath 
was contrary to the rights of freeborn EngZ$- 
men, were for their refufal fet in the pillory, 
and fined 500 1. each, and Lilbaurn whipped 
from the Fleet to the pillory; where for 
the liberty of fpeech that he took, and for 
difperfing of fame pamphlets faid, tho’ never 
proved, to be feditious, he was by order of the 
e’ourt of Oar--chamber gag’d during the refidue 
of tlie time he was to flcdnd in, the- pillory, and 
afterward ordered to belaid alone in the wards- 
of the prifon, where none but the meaneit fort 
are put, with double irons on his hands and 
legs, and none permitted to reCort to him, and 
all letters, writings and books brought to him 
RI be ieized and delivered to the court. 

When his judges were impeached in parlia- 
ment for this fentence, the cruelty of his being 
whipt from the Fl’eet to ZK$hinJ2er, where he 
‘had at leafi I 500 itripes, was much infifted 
on. ‘Twas urged, C That even in France the 
4 judges would allow no more than 13 blows 
c to a priefi, who had perfuaded a poor maid 
6 that St. Francir had a mind fuch a night to 
0 lie with her, and Co feigning of himfelf St. 
c Francis, was taken in bed with her : and that 
c for the pillory, it was not defigned for 
‘ gentlemen as hir. LiZbourn was, but was firft 

N4 ‘ invent- 
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6 invepted for mountebanks and cheats, to-ex- 
6 alt them in the fame kind as they hadexalted 
6 themfelves upon benches and forms to abufe 
‘ the people.’ And whether this reafon does 
not extend to mountebanks in divinity, when 
being exalted in their wooden boxes, they 
abufe the people with feditious difcourfes, I 
leave the reader to judge. 

, 
The next’ inftance I &all produce, tb kew 

that no Ration could exempt a man, in thofe 
bleffed timec, from being prof’ecut@d contrary 
to all law and jufiice, ih;rll be ,of Sir Johvt E’I- 
Iir,t, Mr. DenziZ Hollis, and feveral other 
members of the houfe of commons, who were 
proceeded ‘.g 1 ainfi in the Oar-chamber for Ii-. 
berty of ipecch, fo efftn:ial to aIl parliamentary 
debates : but after they had lain in prifon about 
half a year, the procefs againfi them in that 
court was Ict fall, and they were profecuted 
in the king’s bench, where the defmdnnts put 
in a plea to the jurifdi&ion of the court * ; 
which beirjg over-ruled, judgment pail againit: 
each of :hem on a nil,2 d’cit; and Sir Jchn El- 
/iat was fined WOO 1. hT~1h.s 1000 marks, @c. 
and every one of them to be imprironed during 
the king’s pleafure, and not to be delivered 
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out of prifon without giving f&curity for th’eie- 
good behaviour, and owning their affence C- 
which rather than do, likegood patriots, they 
were content to fuffer a- l&g ~itiprifonmeh8 
(where feveral of them diedr) &f&e they woulQ 
betray the rights of parliament&. a ; 

This liberty of fpeech was looke& oa a~ P 
greater crime in E/Z% than others*, becauh 
he had before been enjoined filence in. the 
houfe, by a command of the king, ,delivere& 
him by the fpeaker ; an& had been before L 
prifoned for prefuming to concern himfelf, th& 
By order of the hou!e, in the impeachment of 
the duke of Burkilrgbnm +, and for which ha 
ebtained a vote of the houfe t&at he had pot: 
exceeded- hi$ ctimmifion : and :hs was afrep 
that committed prifoner to the Gn:ehgnfe $, for- 

I not complying with the demand of the loan,, 
and his petition fur his Uchnrge was rejefied~ 

What provoked high-church chiefly again& 
Elliot, was refIe&ing on that p:lrt of the king’s- 
declaration prefixed to the 3111 article, where. 
‘ois affirmed, If there be aby direr ence in of& 
&ion concerning the inter)retation of the &-tides,, 
tic tomomion has power to i; ttie lho/k uli/p,te~ 
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This’ he faid was giviag the? a power by 
which popery might be introduced: and the. 
commons were fo fenfible of the fatal co&e- 
quences that might attend religioa if the CQJI- 

vocation was trufkd with fuch a power, that 
they entered a poteftation againit it, 

Thus it wa4 that a11 fatts of pcopIe were 
opprtffed& ruined, without any more regard1 
TV their fiation or charaoers, thaa to law or 

jultice; and the judges were fo miferably over- 
tiw&l, that if a man did not itand right in the- 
opinion of Larrd and his minions, be was to 
exp& no right in WeJminJer- hall: and it was 
rarely, very rarely, that they durfi fend any 
prohibitions to the ecclefiafiical courts, hob 
much foever they exceeded their bounds, even 
the’ the ecclefiaftical high-commifhon court 
@oak to thediTeIv& a power of fining and im- 
prifoning. And the court of common pIeas 
fending a rule, in Sir G&s Mngttn’s cafe, to 
the high Commifion , to fhew caufe why a 
prohibition fhould not be granted, was, fays 
my author *, ‘ fo bold a firoke in thofe days, 
6 when the clergy had got the whole power of 
6 the kingdom in tlieir hand’s, that the king, 
%41 imfelf interpofed, and by the lord keeper 
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*reprimanded the judges; and Laud, then 
C bishop of Londoon, threatened to rexcommuni- 
6 cate them in his own diocefe, and to declare 
‘ it at Paul’s O-O/J, in cafe the archbifhop of 
4 Chnte~b jvy did not do’ it in his province.’ 
Which Co overawed the judges, that they left 
Sir GiZes to the mercy of the high commifion 
court, where eight bifkops and four iiViliah9 

fiaed him 12,000 1. to the king; 

My lord Clarendon Cays.*, 4 Its can’t be de; 
6 nied, that by the-great power of fome bifhops 
6 at court, the high commifflon court ha& 
6 much overAowed its banks, not only by med- 
6 dling with things not within their cogni- 
4 zance, but extendiug.their judgments in mat- 
‘ ters triable before theoa beyond. that degree 
6 that was j,ultifiabk ; and grew to have fo 
4 great a contempt of the common law, and’ 
4 the profefi’ors of it, that prohibitions from 
‘ the fupreme courts of law, which have and’ 
c mufi have the fuperiatendency over all infe- 
4 rior courts, werenot only negk&ed, but the 
* judges reprehended for granting them, which 
cwithout perjury they could not deny; and’ 
6. the lawyers difcountenanced for moving I 
6 them, which they were obliged in butyxo do;, 
+GJ that thereby the clergy made almofi the 
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c whole profefion, if not their enemies% y&t 
‘ very undevoted to them. Then it grew from 
6 an eccleGaCrica1 court to a court of revenue,. 
6 and impofed great fines ; which code d 
6 fining was much more frequent, and the fines 
6 heavier-after the king had granted ail that 
‘ revenue, whatfoever it fhoufd prove, to be 
kimployed for the reparation ofPaul’s church.’ 
And in another, place he fays *, 6 That the 
.a peevifb fpirits of fame clergymen, had taken 
6 great pains to alienate the profeaon of the 
6 common law frclm them ; and that others 
( believed the firaitning the profefflon of that 
‘ law muft necef&rily inlarge the jurifdi&ion 
‘ of the church. Hence, /&JS k, arofe their 
G bold and unwarrantable oppofing prohibi- 
c Cons, and other proceedings of law in behalf 
‘ of the ecclefiafiisal courts.’ And then adds,. 
f I never .yet {poke with one clergyman, who, 
c hath had the experience of both litigations, 
‘ that hath noe ingenuouffy confefGxi, he had 
‘ rather, in refpe& of his troublei’charge, an& 
‘ fatisfa&ioo to his underfianding, have three 
4 fuits depending in TV~flmin~er-ha& than one 
‘ in the-arches, or any other ecclefialtical court.* 
‘Tisvifibie from this great mar$s opinion, how 
natural a tenhency the principles of highSchurch 

* Vol.. IT B, 4. iI 24~, 242, 

wz 
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ha- to lead the clergy into a contempt of he 
eommen law, and the profelIbrs of it; and im 
confequence to trample upon, all the rights of 
the people, which are 4x19 feeeured by a juf% 
+jminiOration of that law. 

Had not high church been coatinuaIly 

preaching up, that kings are fuperior to al& 
human laws, as having by divine right an ab- 
blute power over-the properties of their ii& 
j&s, I am verily pe&uaded king ~hurL$s 
reign had not been itained with fo many a& 
of opprefion, which were more and greater 
rhan the people felt in any,. I might almoe 
venture to Gy in all the reigns fince the con- 
queft till that time. In one year the king de- 
mands .IC~OO I of the city. of Lonkn by war 
of loan ; and not only fexes them to pay in, 
but to fit out twenty men of war at their own 
expence t. Befides other taxes impofed by his. 
own authority, my lord CZureuJu’on rays +, ‘Sup- 
‘ plemental a&s of itate were made to fupply 
‘ deiitfi of laws; io tannage and poundage, 
L and other dut’& upon merchandizes, Were 
6 colleQed by order of the board, which had 
c been pofitively refufed to be fettled by afi of 
C parliament, and now greater impofition laid: 

+ i?i~@w. Hiit. Coil. abridg. vol. I~ p, zC7,268. 
5 ~hW&#dQtt'S Hilt, B. I. p. 54, 5sv 

‘al 
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“on trade. Obfolete laws were revived andt 
‘ rigoroufly executed, wiz. Foreft laws and- 
‘ kaighthood [which lafi obliged all perfons 
that ha&.for the three lafI three years 40 1. per 
an&m in their hands, or for their ufe, to re- 
ceive the order of knighthood] And he adds, 
‘-That no I& unjufi projeAs of dl kinds, 
Gmany ridiculous, many fcandalons, and alf” 
( very grievous, were Gt on foot ; and that 
6. the council-chamber and itar-c hamber held’ 
6 for honourable that which* pleafed; and for 
G juit that which profited ; and, being the fame 
‘ perfons in feveral rooms, grew both courts’ 
&of law to. determine right, and courts of’ 
‘ revenue to bring mouey into the treafury : 
( the council-table by proclamati’orr enjoining- 
‘ to the people what was not enjoined *by the 
f law, and prohibiting what was not prohibit- 
G ed ; and the fiar chamber cenfuring the- 
c breach of thofe proc!amations by very large 
6 fines and imprifonment t : And that there ’ 
c were very few perfons of quality whp had 
8 not fuffered or been perplexed by the weight. 
6 and fear of thofe judgments and cenfures; 
L and that no man could hope to be longer 
6 free from the inquifition of that court, than 
6 he refolvcd to fubmit to elrtraordinarg’ 
! courfes.’ 

# Clarendon’s HiR. p. 22 3* 
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A tyranny made familiar by long ufe, ii 
much eafier to 8e borne than a new one : an& 
therefore the E&g& ihe freeft people in the 
worl’d, muit’ be in a terrible confternation and 
confufitin, when they found themfeIvas all of a 
fudden overwhelmed with a vail inundation 
of opprefflon of all kinds ; and that the’ law, 
inflead of redrefKng thefe grievances, was per.- 
verted by mercenary judges, to entail flavery 
on themfelves and their pofierity : And that the 
parliament,. which was their iafi refuge, when 
it met, which was very Mdom, was conitantly 
innfulted‘j and’ tile members upon its uofeafon- 
able difolutibn were fihed and imprifoaed 
during the king’s pleafure : And that martial 
raw was pra&ifed in time of p.eace, and proie& 
on foot for bringing rn foreign hce, aad the 
church in a worfe condition than the flate, by 
the clergy’s carrying their ecclefiaitical tyranny 
bigher than ever it was in there kingdom in 
the times of popery (-to which they were daily- 
making advances) by there RWO courts of in- 
quifition, the high-commifion, amI the fiar- 
chamber, which infWIed loch terrible punik- 

- merits, as that death itfel& compared with 
them, ought to be efieemed, a favour. And a 
man mufi be firangely in Iove with life, who 
would not prefer dying before the fufferings 
which high-church infli&ed on the reverend 

Dt 
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Dr. Odes, or even Mr. ~uhn/;;n, tho’ they. 
&aped feveral of the cruelties that the itar- 
chamber ufed to infli& on cJergymen ; flxh as 
aailing ofears to the pillory, cutting them off, 
flitting of no&, branding them in the face with 
hot irons And I can’t but think Mr. T~~ri,iti 
was very much in the right, who rather than, 
endure the whippings, to which J&b-ies, in 
the bloody afkes of the WJ?, condemned him, 
upon ,no other pretence than not owning his 
right name, petitioned king ~~urn~s ih the fol- 
lowing manner : ‘ That he hnmbly conceives- 
c, that the frntence pa0 on him by ~$%i~s is 
( worfe than death ,, and therefore humbly 
I prays your majefiy will be mercifully pleafed- 
c to grant him the favour of being hanged, 
* with thofe of his fellow prif’oners that are 
c condemned to die ; and till then your pe- 
L titioner, ec-*. 

But it not being the bciinefs of this paper 
a0 confider the crux-lties of thofe reigns, where 
&.e king’s bench lilpplied the want of the itar- 
chamber, by itnpofing immoderate fines, and 
i&Wing e3cciGve corporal pilniC?ments; I 
&all refume the thread c!f EJ’ dircourfe, rela.- 
ting to the cruelties of the high commiflion 
and the ftar-chamber, where if there happened- 



L’ to be any difference as to the degree of punifh- 
) ‘merit, the ecclefialticks ufually voted with 
4 thofe who were for the feverefi. Nay, I thalf 

give an inftance where Laud had not authority 
: enough to get one man to join with him in the 
1 punifhing of a man, and that was in the cafe 
* of Gillibrand an almanack-maker, who was by 

his order put into the high-commifion court, 
l for leaving out of his calendar the names of the 
- popifh faints, and putting in thofe of the pro- 

tefiant martyrs +. And tho’ at the hearing of 
the caufe it appeared it was the fame with Fox’s 
authorifed calendar, and that almanacks of that 

’ kind had been formerly printed ; for which 
Fedion Gil ‘ib rcmd was acquitted by archbishop 

1 ’ Abbst, and all the refi of the court; yet’$+$ 

i 
would by no means confent, and cried, ‘Xhe 

“-4 .’ 

s 

ueen her/klf badccmphiwl to him of this alma- 
nack, uhicb guve greut cfence to thofe of hw re- 
ligion, aMd theyfore he hoped it J&d not pa$s UH~. 

i punified in that court. And when he faw ha 

% 
could not prevail, he told the almanack maker 

* t 

with a great deal of fury, Yog have made a fa& 
tion in this couri,fcr which JOK ought to be pu-’ 

p niped ; and then” threatened him with a fecond: 
! profecution, which put the poor man into a3’ 
i fever, of .which he died. This was more 

. * Ld’s trial by P~-nrz~ p.. 183, 184, 503, 5~6 
fc.w 
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fcandalons than preferring Dr. Pocklhgfbn-9 T1 
who had fo fcandaloufly Iibelled the protefianb 
martyrs ; for which, as has been already ob- 

_ ferved, he was cenfured i.n parliament, 

Lnud, whether’it was to promote his interefi - 
at court, or for any other motive, appeared fo 
great a favaurer of popery and p.opifh book+ 
that even whilk he was bishop of Lonu’on heI 
was petitioned againit by the ~priaters and 
fiookfelfers, for reitraining books written a- 
gainit popery ; and they complained that 
divers of them were in-the handb of purfivants. 
for printing againfi popery; and that the 
hooks againfi‘it were not allowed by him or 
his chaplains, who had then the fole lice&q 
sf books *., 

?h’a word, L&fs chief defign was to ad- 
vance the ecclefiafrical power above the law 06 
the land (one of the articles on which he was 
Gnpeached) And therefore while he was aim- 
ing at a papal power himfelf, aS&ing to be. 
called His Holinej, and MO)’ Hub Father, and 
$irmmus P&$x-j-, titles which. cuitom has 
appropriated to the pope; and Several as fiat-3 
Wring titles, as Archangehs,. M ne qtrfd nimi~~ 

* Rufi-w. in fol. vol. r. p. 65~~ 
+: Hcylia’s. Life of Laud, p. 297,. 

spliritul 
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Gpiritu .SanRo e~u@ne plenum $ : ‘tis no won- 
der he were no friend to the pope’s fupremacy 
or infallibility. But for the other popish doc- 
trines which ferved to fet up an Eng@ popery, 
we need go no farther than* his Iife written 
by his own chaplain Heylin, to fee how ready 
he was to favour all who promoted them, and 
how feverely he treated all who oppofed them ; 
the books of the rankefi pap& being either 
licenfed by his chaplains, or approved by 
hi&elf; and not only new books againfi popery 

* were hindered from being publiked, or calIed 
in, and paffages againit popery deleted in others 
(of which you have a large account in Pry&s 
hiflory of his trial) but the befi proteitant 
ones, as were formerly licenfed by authority, 
were not permitted to be reprinted : fuch as 
J’ox’s ABS and Monuments (of which every 

. church isobliged to have one) Dr. W&t, and 
the famous bishop Jewel’s works ; nay even 
the Pra&?ire of Piety, which had been printed 
fix and thirty times, could not now obtain a 
new licence. And had not his creature bishop 
Wien, the fame defign, when he put thisinto 
the articles of his vifitation, ?kat, the cbu~h- 
wardens in every parifi of his, diocefd fi~uld in- 
quire whe~bsr uny per-ls pfumed io talk cf 

$ HiRory of his troubles, p, ~$4,~325. 

rehghb 
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religion at tFeir tables, am? in their families a ‘4 ; 
Since Cuch a grofs ignorance as this mufi caufe, 1 
would as much help to bring in popery, as the 
refirairtt of plorefiant books. 0’ ; “7 , 

The befi argument Heylin has to prove : 
Lad was no pap%, w&as his marrying the earl ,, 
of Devm$%e to my lord Xc&s wife, while he ’ 
was alive, and not divorced a vinculu matri- 

monii * ; which he fays may ferve for a&?kieti 
arghtnent tht he was no pap$, nor cordially af- 

feLTed to that religion. But whether he was fo 
or no, I refer the reader to what this chaplaia ’ 
of his fays concerning the projeA of the uniotl 
with the papi& ; which he does not deny his . 
Grace was concerned in t. 

But becauij he is magnified By high church 
for his great fervice to king and church, I 
ibat1 fhew from my lord CZUWZ~UPZ,’ that he 
was the chief caufe of the ruin of both. For 
he owns, ‘ That when he was made archbifhop 
‘ (which was in 1633.) it was a time of great 
6 cafe and tranquillity : The king had made 
( himfelf fuperior to all thofe difficulties bae 
( had to contend with, and w$s now reve- 
1. rented by all his neighbours; the general 
I temper and humout- of the kingdom little 

* Heyfia’s life of Laud, p. 53. + Ibid. p. 238; 

c inclioed: 
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1 inclined to the papiit, and MS to the puritan 
‘ -The churc‘hwas not repine! at, nor the leafa 
6 inclination ihewn to alter the government or 
i difcip!ine thereof, or to change the dofirine ; 
4 nor was there at that time any confiderable 
4 number of perfons of any valuClble condition 
6 throughout the kingdom ’ who did wifi 

i ,c either : and the caufe of fo prodigious a 
’ 6 change in Co few years after, wns too vifible 

x from the efK.tts ; the archbifllop’s hex-t was 
advancement of the church, 

Then he goes on to declare what, 
methods he took to bring about fo prodigious’ 
achange, and ~JYS, ‘ He provoked men of aI1 
6 qualities and condi:ions, who agreed ii1 no- 
“thing e!fe but their averfion to him +. And 
.how codd it be otherwile, fince he concern& 
himfelf in every thing; and, as C,‘aI*tnd,:2 ob- 

iervcs, c never abated in any thing of his feve- 
6 rity and rigour towards men of ali condi- 
6 tions, or in the t%arpnefs of his language and 
* exprtffions : which was ib natural to him, 
6 that he could not debate any thing without 
‘ fame commotion, nor bear con tradic?ion, 
4 even in the council, where all men are equal- 
‘ ly free, with that patience and temper that 
4 was neceffary, of which they who wilhed him 

3 Clarend7n’:Hiit. vol. I, p. 61, 71. 
* Ibid. p. 79. 

c not 
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‘ not well took many advantages : particularly 
s my lord Coifingtolp, who knew too well how 
c to lead him into a mifIake,and then drive him 
c into choler, and then expofe him upon the, 
6 matter and the manner, to the judgment of 
c the company *. He entertained, Pays this 
6 noble lord, too much prejudice to fame per- 
6 f&s, as if they were enemies to ,the difcipline 
6 of the church, becaufe they concurred with ’ 
4 Cdvin in fome~doEtrina1 points ‘(as the bud’ of 
6 the clergy then &I) when they abhorred his 
4 difcipline, and reverenced the government of 
4 the church, and prayed for its peace with as 
6 much zeal and fervency as any in the king- 
Cdom; as they made manifeft in their Jives, 
6 and in their fufferings with it and for it +.’ 
And another hifiorian, who is not backward 
on all occafions to commend Laud, owns, 
6 That the proceedings in the fpiritual courts, 
6 not or&y againfi open feparatiff s and profefs’d 
4 puritans, but even againit many true meti- 
6 bers of the church, that did not come up to 
c new meafures ; were fo firi& and fevere, that 
6 it gave occafion to itrike at the jurifdic?ion of 
( thofe courts $.’ And when fo many of the 
true members of the church were ufed To 
feverely, the difinters could not expeti better 

* C/arenhn’s Hift. vol. I. p. 77. + Ibid. p. 70. 
$ Hik of Engknd, vol. 3. p. 85. 

treat- 



treatment : who were not permated to feek 
: their repofe abroad, nor fuffered to e?joy any 

@et at home; but were treated with the ut- 
L’ molt rigour that malice armed with arbitrary 
1 power could contrive. 

As no exprefions could more fully kew the 
imperious ini:olent temper of this proud prelate, 
than not to be ab!e to bear a jefi from the 
king’s fed, whoi;: bufin& it was to make jefls 
on his w&r, as well as the refi of the court ; 
grid theretcre Luud obtained an order from the 
Council, the king being prefent, to get the 
fool’s coat pulled over his ears, to be difcharg- 
ed the kiug’s fervice, and to be banished the 
court (and ‘tis .weil he efcaped being fined in 
*he Oar-chxnber) fur afkiag him upon the 
news of the difturbance in Scotland about the 
liturgy, Zf?-t?as the few; VOW ? So nothing 
could fllew more the weaknefs of his mind, 
than that dreams, as ‘tis plain from his diary, 
were capable of making luch an imprefflon on 
,him *. 

’ Had not that houfe of commons which fat 
three years before his tl ial, plainly feen that . 
nothing could prevent the utmofi confufion, 
while Laud was at the head of affairs j tl;cy 

, 
* @i&wood’s Memoirs, p. 58. 

wouId 
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would not the very firft month of their fittiag, 
when there was not the leaf3 mifunderitanding 
between the king and them, have declared 
him nemine ctntranicelzte a traitor j-. 

And none who is the leafi acquainted with 
the hiltor of thou% times, but mufi be con- 
vinced that if Laud had not prevailed on the 
king to impofe on the Scats, by his own authoa . 
thy, canons and liturgies of his framing ; the’ 
king would never, by reafon of the circum- 
fiances of the times, have thought himfelf oba 
liged to pafs an atSt for the aboMhing of epiid 
copacy in Scort’and: In which afi ‘tis declared, 
7but the governmnt of the church by b$ops, was 

again/ the wcrd of God, and the propagation of 
rehgion +. Nor would be, in puriuance of that 
ati. have given away the bi&ops lands to thofe 
who were the greatefi enemies to epikopacy ; 
nor ia all likelihood, afcerqard haveconfented 
to, and figned a contraCt with the Ycots $, ih 
which he obliged himfelf to confirm by a& 
of parliament in both kingdoms the folema 
League and Covenant, and by a0 of parliament 
in Ecglmd preibyteridn government, the di- 
retiory for worship, and afkmbly of divines at 

+ Wellwaoii’s Memoirs, p. 5 8. 
+ CIarena’on, V. I. p. 2 ;4, 24-5. 
$ Ibid, vol. 3. p. 78, ~9. 



I 

and orthodoxy &km 313 
*@?@r&aJer for <three years : And that upon a 
<onfultation with the affembly of divines, to 
which twenty fhould be added by the king, 
.fwith Tome fern the church of Scatlad, it 

.fhourd be determined .by the king and parlia- 
-mat what form of church-government should 
rbe eftablifhed after the expiration of thofe years. 
Which was in effe& as compleat an efiablifh- 
.ment of preibytery as could be ; becaufe no 
legal eltablilhmeRc can be conceived in fuch 
abfolute aad unalterable terms, but muit be 
4ubje& to be changed after the fame manner 
as this efiablifhment was : to which no e& 
.could be put, but by the con feat of every part 
-of the legislature to a-n alteration. And yet 
theclergy have the aflurance to maintain, that 
this gracious ,king died a martyr to epifcopacy: 
-though ,in truth he granted thefe terms to the 
Srots, to encotirage them to invade England, 
,and to create a new civil war, while he refufed 
them to the Englzj3 ; when Shy concefions far 
le& difhonourable than he granted to the Stars, 
he might have fecured himfelf, and the peace 
of the kingdom. . 

I thought myfelf obliged to mention there 
few, among the many infiances that might be 
produced of the infupportable infolence and 
cruelties of a prelate, who fcarce appears to have 
one good quality to attone for all the ill ones he 

’ VOL. Iii. 0’ wae’ 



was info high a degree p&E&d of; who to& 
)a11 the methods imaginable to,alienate the UK& 
urxonquerab1e.@eAions of the people from the 

,king and. ;church ; and a&d after fuch a 
. mautler, as if he defpaired ‘of hinging about 
his wicked defigns, till he had put ail things 
in confufion, This muff+ appear evidmt to 
any one, who takes mw chtira&ers from 
their afiions, aad not, G-MC thG pmegyrics 

.whict! flattering hiitoriaas give of them, 
I There things, I f:3y, 1 thought ‘@&elf bound 
to obferve concerning him, not on his own 
account, fince he ha8 Iong ago fuffeEed what 
he deierved ; but for the fake of high church, 
who efteem him the very pattern in the 
mount, and condemn the befi churchmen as 
pet$dious Grimials, loading them with ail 
manner of obloquy, that will not tread in his 
iteps : which plainly kews what they would 
be at, if.ever the nation be Ib iafatuated as to 
trufl them with power. 

My lord Chrmdon, in expofing the weak- 
nefs of the SCOO, fays, * 5’Y.e infefiicus breath 
of their fenJefefs and wr&rhed cleP-gy corrupted 

. andgmerned the petpie. And will it not be as 
great a refletiion on the EngZ$b, to be cor- 
rupted by as Eenfelefs and wretched a clergy 
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- +s ever chore of Scot bnd can be fuppoled.co 
be ? Thofe I mean, who propofe &.aud and 

* 31is party as the itandud and model by which 
(hey would govern themiilves; and would 
have all that won’t come itio their meafwes 
-be treated as enemies to the churqh. For 
avhicb reafon, it will not be improper to r-e- 

*peat the charaaer my lord I;;rlRland gives qf 
&here fiandards and patterns of high-church ; 
and 1. chufe him, becaufe his zeal for the 
church is as well known as his ability to de- 
fend it ; and becauie he died a martyr in 
fighting for the royal cau!& when his poft of 
Secretary of Itate to Charles I. exempted him 
from any military engagement ; and becaufk 
my lord Clurendon, who fpends above three 
pages in one place in his commendation, gives 
him the highefi charafier that can be be 
flowed on a mortal : ,among other things he 
faJ3, * C He was Co revere an adorer of truth, 
6 that he could as eafily give himfelf leave to 
‘ flea1 as to difimble: that he was a perfon 
6 of fuch prodigious parts, learning and know- 
4 ledge, of that inimitable fweetnefs and de- 
‘ light in converfatioa, aad of Co flowing and 
G obliging humanity and goodnefs, and of 
6 that primitive fimpliciry and integrity of 

* Vol. I. p. 268. 
02 < life, 
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A life, that if there were no other brand ot 
‘ that odious and accurfed c!viI war than that 
s fingle lofs, it mufi be moit infamous and 
c execrable to all pofkerity *.’ And therefore 
what Co impartial, fo candid, and fo able a 
judge fays of things, which happened wiehin 
his own knowledge, cannot fail of gaining 
credit even with the mofi prejudiced. Y;d, 
Rujhw. fol. vol. 4. p. 184. 

c Mr. SPEAKER, 

H 
E is a great ftranger in ljaelwho knows 

c not that this kingdom hath long la- 
‘ boured under many and great opprefions, 
6 both in reli@on and liberty ; and his ac- 
6 quaintance here is not great, or his inge- 
‘ nuity lefs, who 40th not both know and 
6 acknowledge that a great, if not a principal 
6 caufe of both there have been fvme bishops 
g and their adherents. 

‘ Mr. Speaker, A little fearch utill ferve to 
( find them to have been the d&u&ion of 
4 unity, under pretence of uniformity; to 

l Vol. z. F. 76. 
6 have 
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“have brought in fuperfiition and fcandal, 
‘under the titles of reverence and decency; 
l to have defiled’ our church, by adorning 
0 our churches ;s to have flackeued the itritit- 

nefs of that union which was formerly be- 
tween us and thofe of our religion beyond 

0 the fea;~ an a&ion as unpolitic as ungodly. 

/ ‘ Mr. Speaker, We ffiall find them to have 
/ *tithed mint and anife, and have left undone 
t e the weightier works of the law; to have 
1 .* been lefs eager upon thofe who damn our 

i 6 church, than upon thofe who, .apon weak 

; 
c coafcience, and perhaps as weak reafons 
* (the diflike of fome commanded garment, 
6 or fbme uncommanded polture) only ab- 
‘ fiained from it. Nag, it hath been more 
6 dangerous for men to go to Come neighbour’s 
6 par& when they had no fermon in their 
4 own, than to be obltinate and perpetual 
‘ recuiants ; while ma&s have been faid in 
4 fecurity, a conventicle hath been a crime, 
6 and which is yet more, the conforming to 
4 ceremonies hath been more exaQed than the 
6 conforrlling to chrifiianity ; and whilfi men 
6 for fcruples have been undone, for attemprs 
‘ upon fodomy they have only been ad- 
) monifhed. ’ 

‘ We hall find them to have been like .he 
c hen in Ejp, which laying every day an egg 

03 ‘ upon 
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4 upon f~ch a proportion of barley, her m&-’ 
* i9refs increafing her proportion in hope, kc 
6 would increafc her eggs, Ihe grew fo fat upon: 
c that addition, that fie never laid more : ib: 7 
‘ though at fir& heir preaching were the oe- 
d caG& of &5r pr4fermeat, thq after ma& 
l their prtiermctnt N CKCC&&A of t&r a& 
L preaching. ,_ , _ 

A 
. ( We fhalt find them to have r&t&e& 

‘ Ttnother fable, the dog in the manger 5 t6 
‘ have neither preached themfelves, nor em- 
* ployed thofe that fhould, nor fuffered thck 
* that would : to have brought In eatechifing, 
gwL !y to thrufi out preaching, cried howa i 
* IeCtures by the name of faAion.s, eilhqr 
c becaufe their induflry in that duty apgeargcf’ 
t a reproof to their negl@ qf it, or whh in-’ 
“ tention IO bavc ii&n ht I@ dMtn$& that 
a they migkt the tafitr ow their’ tares; whife $ 
&-it was night-; and by that introdufiion of 
(2 ignorance, iatreduce the better that religion 
* whii mzoknt~ it the rnothex of devotion, 

‘ Mr. Sprrobrr, In this thep have abufcd his“ 
s mjefiy, w wdj as his people : for when 
* they bad wvftb gmat wildom (fincc uft~alip 
* the children of darkneis are w&r Jo th& 
6 generation than the children of light) filenced 
4 Oa both parts thofe opinions which have 

‘ often 
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4 fuch doBrines, as, admitting them true, 
c the truth would not recompe-nce the fcan- 
‘ da1 ; or of fuch that were fo far falfe, that, 
g as Sir Thmar A4oore fays of the cafuifts, 
a their bufinefs was not to keep men from 
‘ finning, but to inform them, &WJ propr 
a ad peccatum /ine peccafo liceat accedere: To it 
a feemed their work was to try how, much of 
‘ a papifi might be brought in without po- 
a pery, and to defiroy as much as they couI& 
L of the gofpel, without bringing themfelves-. 
l into danger of being deftroyed by the law.. 

‘ To go yet further, fome of them have 5~ 
‘ isduflrioufly laboured to deduce themfelve+ 
a from Rome, that they have given great e 
‘ fufptcion that in gratitude they defire to, 
4 return thither, or at leafi to meet it half 
l way. Some have evidently laboured to 
‘ bring in an Epg@, though not a Roman 
‘ popery : I mean not only the outfide and 
‘ dreCs of it, but equally abfolute, a blind 
‘ dependance of the people upon the clergy,.. 
6 and of the clergy upon themfelves ; and 
‘ have oppofed the papacy beyond the fea, 
4 that they might fettle one beyond the water. 
6 Nay, common fame is more than ordinarily, 
c false, if none of them have found a way 
6 to reconcile the opinions of Rome to the 

6 preferments 
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c prefermenk of England; and be fo abfo- 
4 lutely, direaly and cordially papifts, that 
4 it is all that fifteen hundred pounds a year 
6 can do to keep them from confefing it. 

‘ Mr. Speaker, I come now to fpcak of our 
6 liberties ; and confidering the great in terefi 
‘ thefe men have had in our common mafier, p 
6 and how great a good to 11s they might have 
6 made that interefi in him, if rhey would 
C have ufed it to have informed him of our t 
6 general fuflierings ; and confidering how little 
‘ of their freedom of fpeec h at W%+hnZ~ might, 
‘ have faved us a great deal of the ufe we 
6 have now of it in the parliament houfe, 
c their not doing this alone were occafion 
‘ enough for us to accufe them as the be- 
‘ trayers, though not as the deflroyers of 
4 our rights and liberties: though, I confefs, 
6 if they had been only filent in this parti- 
6 cular, I had been filent too, But, alas, 
‘ they whofe aneeitors in the darkefi times 
‘ excommunicated the breakers of Mugna I 
’ Charta, did now’ by themfeIves, and theip. 
a adherents, both write, preach, plot, and 
6 a& againit it, by’ encouraging Dr. Beal, by 
6 preferring Dr. hftznwaring, appearing for- 
‘ ward for monopolies and hip-money ; and 
f if any were flow and backward to comply, 
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s bl&ing bmh them and their ‘prcferw&t 
4 with the utm& expr#!n if their hatrqd, 
‘ the title of Puritans. , 

6 MY; Speaker, We &all find Ebme c$ them 
6 to have Lboured to exclude both all per- 
@ FORS, awd all caufes of the clergy, from the 
+ oedtaary jurIfdi&ioa of the tentporal magi- 
* itrate, and by hinrferiag proh?bi&ons (fit-l?: 
4 by app+Fent power again& the judges, and 
6 after by fecPet agreements with them) tu 
6 have taken away the only !c& bound to 

I ‘r their arbitrary power, and made as it were 
~‘a cmquefi upon the ~ornm law of the 
‘.land,, which is ow common inheritance ; 
‘ and after ma& uTe of that ,pomr eo WED 
( their brethren out of their freehas, for 
6 not doing that which no iaw of ma43 requirect 
C @em to do; and which (in their opinions) 
4 the law d God required them POL to do. 
6 We ihal1 fiad the&~ l general to have Ed)- 
* couraged all the clergy to &its, and to have 
‘ brought all fuits to the auncil-tabie; that 
* having ati power in ecclefiafiical )en.ilttergt 
.L~tscy laboured for equal power in temporal, 
4 and to difpoCe as well of every @ice, as 
‘ every benefice : which k~ff the ckrgy much 
A revenue, and much reverence, b enc~- 
-‘ ra’ging theti in.diEcreetly to exalt more OF 
‘ both than wadi doe; fo that bd& the gti 

Q& 
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g of their greatnefs extended but to a few of 
S that order, though the envy extended upon, 
6 all, I - 

c We fiaII find them to have both kind& 
c and blown the common fire of both nations,’ 
6 to have both fent and maintained that book,’ 
4 of which the aurhor no doubt hath long’ 
6 fince withed with Nero, Churn ne,GJ+n 
4 liter-as I and of which more than one king- 
@ dom hath caufe to wilh, that when he writ 
6 that, he had rather burned a library, th$ 
6 of the value of PtoZmy’~~ We ihall find 
4 them to have been the fit-it and principal 
6 caufe of the breach, I will not lay of, but 
6 Gnce the pacification at Berwick. Lye ihall 
‘ find them to have been the ahnofi fole 
4 abettors of my lord Strafird, whilfi he 
6 was pra&ifing upon another kingdom that 
6 manner of government which he intended to 
6 fettle in this; where he committed fo many, 
c fo mighty,, and fo manifefl enortrAties and ’ 
6 oppre&ns, ss.the like have not been corm- 
6 mitted by any governor in any government, 
6 fince YOPW left Siri4 : and after they had 
4 called him o&r from being deputy of /ye- 
6 land, to be in a manner deputy of EnL~lar:d 
‘ (all things here being governed by a juntillo-, 
4 and rtrat juntih governed by him) to have 
6 afI%ed hixr in the giviag of Euch counfels, 

06 a and 



. 324 Il’he Pih=S #PRIESTCRAFT 

( and the purfiiiag of fuch cot&s, as it is s 
6 hard and mea&ring cai), whether they were 
g more unwire, more unjufi, or more unfor- 
‘ tunate, and which had infallibly been our 
6 8eftrufiiou, if by the grace of God, their. 
8 &are bad not been as imall in the fub- 
( tilty of ferpents, as in the innocency oi6 
6 doves.’ 

;16&;cvery one that is converfint in itory 
I&@ allow this to be a favourable detcrip- 
tion of the then high-church clergy ; fo he 
mufl own, that the high-church laity were 
then for the mofI part not only grofly ig- 
@orant in relig*&s matters, but withal very 
-much addi&ed to drunkennefs, and all manner 
of debauchery, and remarkable for their great 
contempt of all that’s facred or ferious, and 
abominably guilty of all manner of lewd 
buffooaerp, add 6f iwearing, profaning and 

1 blafpbemiag the holy name of God ; and in 
a. word, were a very fit people for fuch 
priefis. 

‘Tis no wonder this eleficription the above- 
meation’d lord gives of high-church in Cbarkr 
the Firft’s reign, is fo lively a picture of them 
at prefent, feeing they have ever fince made 
it their bufinefs to’ copy after that original; 

wd 
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and therefore in the following reigns, wherr 
the court deemed to have no other aim but! 
popery and flavery, they c&me plumb into 
all its meafures, and went hand iti hand with 
rhe court till an indulgence was allowe tO: 
the diffenters. And they have fufficiently ‘ 
ihewn the world, that no government, the’ 
it parts with thefir/i-@its and tenth, or any 
other branch of its revetiue to the church, id 
to expeA them to be in its intereit, if they are 
not allowed the power of perfecutiog pro- 
tefiant &Renters. Perkcution with them, is 
like charity with true chriflians; withour 
which, do what elk you will for them, you 
are but as [ounding bra/; and tinkling cp~bals. 

But tho’ high church propofes the reign of 
Chorkes I. when Laudand his fafiion governed 
every thing, as a precedent for all future 
reigns, I iuppofe it is with this tacit exception 
to the treatment of clergymen of their fide, 
if they chance to be tried for any mXde- 
meanour ; except we can fuppofe they are 
willing to have Dr. S&ewe&l’s ears crept, 
his nofe flit, his face itigmatized, to have 
a6 excefflve fine pit on him, and to be 
condemned to perpetual imprifonment, as 
clergymen and others then were, who were 
sot guilty of the thoufandth part of the 

crimes 
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crimes this reverend divi~ne Bands accuE$ 
of. And fo far I agree with them, that f 
would not have any of their proceedings, 
which at all times favoured of violence and 
injultice, prop&d as a pattern in a reign fb 
famous for its gentienefs and moderation 5 S 
nor would I have the wbigs prevailed on bp 
any praQice of the ~OC*ES, cx by any thoughts 
of ratalia@rJ or provocation, or any preteacer 
wbatevqr, to exceed the due bounds of im- 
J2;Mtial ju(tice ; but only to take fuch care as 
may prevent both church ,and Rate from 
failing under fuch dephxable circunrltances, 
2s they were ia w&n high-church. rid trb 
mrnlphanr, 
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: P R E F A C E, 

;. T HO’ this is the place of a preface, 
I what I have to fay, more than the 
): contents that follow, beiag not the f’ubje&, 
; ’ of rhe day In the Me-page, but of the prefent 
I times, I think it may not improperly be called, 
i a PoJfcripi by way of Preface. 
i 

There is now much talk about afteriag the 
: Common Prayer ; no one doubts of the need of 
I doing it, but pur-blind bigots ; but how ta- , 
j I alter it to pleafe every one, is an unfurmount- 
1 able difficulty. I own I have read none of 
j 4 the arguments publifhed on this fubje& : 
i however I will give my opinion, that if it be‘ 
i 
: 

at all alrered, it ought to be in fuch, a manner, 
as will beft plea& all confccientious and reafonabk 
mm, and that ia my judgment will be, not te 
alter the book, but the ufe of it; not to 
abolish a fyllable or ceremony of it, but let it 

:i remain jufi as it is. 
1 

Let every parifh priefl 
either ufe the whole, or leave out what part 

he 
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he pleafes, or let it all alone, not allowing 
&m t0.iKltrQd~c.e asp ntw term* for i&3 
would be a kading towards pppery ; but leave 
out as many of tlqe old ones as he thinks 
proper; that he who is to pray for others, 
mag pray 3~ what rnF?cr he judges be& 
either by t%at form, or %p any other of hb 
own compofing, or by none. So the price 
enjoy&g liberty of coafcience him&& will 
be1 the fweetnefs of it, and be wil1ing that 
others &oqld enjoy the fame: feljdiry. HOW 
can any one pray, 0t tea& secor$ina to the 
~t$i d his ju$gmelet, in the $incgrlty of hio: 
cbrrfcikhte, -that is d,e&$ @c .$&qrtg ofduiig~ 
it ? Upon the rock OF private li[udj$ent and 
Mwty of CQRtiW~ itaB& the f?ehnra9ci@b, 
T&q qo pmpopies @add be impof&d dca’ 
cww-iQ\r$&oit~ wet+’ a= c+%dws, but 
ftib M s%we wits- &is -mAwed tlac BibI+ 
IS the i+mndts~a 0-f prate%a$xy 1 and if, tfdrj 
wa4 frtxiy jx5tnEctedb all bigotry i;a re&+x3~ 
which ,is the f&n&l of ‘it, WQ~,&+ be &MM 
away. &lee Wial not then ger&cate One 
another in words, or deeds, $bout tb%gs in- 
diif’iient, nor efieem them efGepG&, AIL 
gmd and zi$ men bosh clergy aad I& ~ilf 
be pkaftd, and none didpkafed but fuper- 
‘fiitiuus, arbitrary and unreafonable tempers.. 
And fucb gcmd codieqtreoce is SS at& a9 

cart 
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can be expe&ed or delired, when any z&e-, 
ration is made, on any account, in any time 
or place in the .worh& An unalterable cou- 
formity to any one fyflem, is prefumprioa tr3 
expe&, and tyranny to impofe, unlefs the 
men appointing it were infallible. But infal- 
libility is God’s peculiar property, according 
to proteitant do&&; and is doubtlefs an 
infallible truth : therefore to leave men free 
in religion, is true proteftant praaice. ‘l-0 
give this liberty in public ‘Motion, is to 
make but urfc alteration ; but to alter the boc$, 
will be to make au alteration, which, how- 
ever made, will want altering again and agaia 
without end. Rut by this method, all the 
people as well as all their guides will pleafe 
themfelves, for then if mo many or too few, 
too much or too little ceremoaies, be ufed at 
one church to pleafe any perfon, thofe that 
dislike may go to another, where the worfhip 
is more agreeable to them. All the confor- 
unity that God requires, is to the dicCtates of 
a pure confcience; and all the religious con- 
formity neceffary for focial life and kappiaefs, 
is, tbut fupplicath, payers, and giving bf 

hanks be made for all men, ftir Kings, and all 
lhat are in atrthority ; the manner h&u fhould 
be left to the difcretion of him that does it, 
Jo that we mnay lca# qri6t and pea;caCle &MS, iw 
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ali g~dlinefi and hone$‘y ; and that men fhould 
be advifed and counfelled fiow to a& as the 
reafon arid nature of their circumflances re- 
quire, with all moral and commend&Is 
~oad‘u+% 



A- \ 

ISC&RSE 

.I? T E R a ‘hundred years contention .A and animofity about the good or evil 
of one action, it is time that mens 

,pafions fiould fubfide, aad that theygrowing 
calm and fedate, without enchufiafm and 
,bigotry, fiould refIe& and reafon on the fub- 
je& ; and ‘tis fit that thofe who have the 
favour of good fenfe &ould-exercife it.-Thofe 
who are not able to form a rational judgment 
-of things, are liable to.every,deception ; they 
Cannot pofIibly tell when they are deceived, 
and for want of judgment can never be con- 
,vinced : therefore fuch mufi go their own 
way, till fuEering opens their underfiandings ; 
then they wiih, too late, they had rcflekted 
in time. As when men feel the effe&s of 

flavery, 
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flavcry, .they wih for freedom, who never 
.valued it+ when they enjoyed it ; nor endea- 
voured to :preferve 3, when they were ia . 
imminent danger of lofing it. But were it 
not for the care!+ and the coward, mankind 
could never be ctiaved .-As for my own 
:part, I am determined to write for liberty, 
while I have liberty 30 write, feeing in thefe 
happy days of freedom, we now enjoy that 
xratural and reafonable liberty, which is the 
*atural and reafonable right of mankind, 
,add reafontherefore may fpeak without fear: 
%ut when fyvants reign, reafon for liberty is 
CupprclTed, bccaufe it is feared .-I am of 
no levelling fpirit : I think fmereigns are 
made to rule, and CubjcRs to obey, the laws 
governing both ; the laws I mean made by 
the governing powers, that are according tu 
equity, and moral jufiicc .-Such a govern- 
ment ought not to be abufcd, nor to fuffer 
‘abufe from malecontents, that enjoy equal 
liberties with their fellow fubje&; whore 
murmuring is only to make men defpife the 
heavenly manna they at prefent relifh, to bring 
them back to the antient flavery of Egypt, to 
lordly and prieflly tyranny, which free-born 
fouls abhor ; or to the ffinking gariick of 
popery, which is loathed by meu of table.-- 
Some men are of fuch fervile and fiu‘pid dif- 

pQfitiQ& 
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gofirions, that they think whatever is the will 
.of the iovertign, is l&w. If he was God him- 
&if, a being not capricious, but neccffarilp 
$0 p&e&, that it is abfolutely imFofi+ble for 
<him to be the author of; an evil Paw, it would 
be fo, and rigllt in being co. If his laws like 
God’s were ,perf&ly juA, becauce his will is 
abfolutely good, not bsanfe he is abfolutely 

.?powerful ; for power and goodnefs are &- 
Ain& and different things; therefore the one 
may be where the other is not; and very 
kldom meer to@tM in man. They can oni,y 
be cemented by wifdom and jufiice. This 
<cannot be where weak-headed men are pof- 
,icffed- of power ; for where ambitious and 
felf-conceited men bear rule (which is the 
.natural confequence of ftrong p&ions and 
.weak intelleb) the event naturally is, that 
+defb-&ion attends not only all tkofe their 
arm of vengeance is capable of reaching ; but 
nlfo, that thsy over- reach themfelves to their 
,awn fatal downfal and juftly merited ruin.- 
Jf to enflavc a nation is an ing:‘oricur and L/F 
horlourab!e thing to the doer; to redeem a 
nation from flavery is 3 gf~tious and an htn~r- 
n’le a&Con. If men have a natural right to 
.the enjoyment of civil and religious liberties, 
they have a natural right to affert and main- 
tain thek liberties, and to defend them by 

what 

4 
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what means they can. When neceffity cal& 
for it, it is not any unnaturaLrebellion, but a 
satural and .noble itand for liberty: ,but to 
rebel without this caufe, as has been late& 
done, is to attempt the defir-u&on of our moR 
.valuable liberties, and to 6zt up tyranny and 
flavery in its room ; which if attempted by a 
J&g, ,renders.him the mofi detefiable of ail 
,kiags; aad if by a people, proves them t&e 
.mofi bafe and ungratiful of all pecqle. A 
king is then a tyrant, when he will .not be 
governed by ,the laws of the country he ought 
to be governed by : but as long as he governs 
him@f by them, thofe laws are his proteeion. 
,On the contrary, he that makes his arbitrary 
and derpotic will, the law of.the nation, is a 
Jyrant j qnd as he does and would reign 
.without the law of reafon and j&ice, he is, 
,or qugh t, in reafon and -jufiice to be. ou thawed. 
And eyery .priefi that’ preaches up the doc- 
frine of pafive obedience and non-refinance 
to fuch a prince, is a traitor to the liberties 
of the people. When the peopIe’s liberties 
are intended to be taken away, then, and only 
then, fuch doOrin.e is necefiry to be preached 
ro the flupid and unthinking herd; that whib 
they are lulled afleep in fpiritual fIupefa&ion, 
their properties ‘may be invaded without ob- 
it&ion 5 and their natural rights it&n from 

them 
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them without impediment. The king and the 
priefi, fo joining to play their part, are hke 
two robbers, that, at their, attacking a man 
upon the highway, one of them throws duft 
in his eyes, while the other robs him of what 
he has. What’s the reafon that prieRs don’t - 
preach this high-flown do&rine now? Jt i:., 
Fiji, becaufe the prince intends n: invafion 
on the liberties _ of his fubje&, and fecondfy, 

becaufe they have got a king they can’t make 
an eccleGafiica1 noodle of. When fools reign, 
they have always knaves at their elbow. 
,‘&hen a king is’defirous to enllave the people, 
there are always fame bhck counfellors ar 
baud, that feek their, own advancement in 
the common ruin. Jf he take it into his head 
to fide with the church and clergy in doing it, 
they will ianAify ail his a&ions, a&r-t his 
birthright from above, cafl a ray of glory 

around him, and make him appear a faint, or 
- oae of the miuor ions of God. 

Notwithitanding the wicked, fl upid, and 
damning doAriue of pafive obeditxce and 
non-rcfiff ante, men have a right to itand 
up in their own defrnce, when their lives 
and liberties are invaded 5 for Je~f-d~Jhe is 
the grcatedt law in nature, it is interwoven 
in the confiitution of every creature, and fuch 
unnatural do&ines cannot extirp‘rte it. 

v OL. III, P Let 
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Let not kings be deceived by falfe notions3 

when by wicked a&ions, they have Ioft the 
love of the people in general,’ they can have 
no fafety from the people ; but are in the cafe 
of poor debtors, that dare not truit themfelves 
abroad for fear of a bailiff. But a few male- 
contents, and a fa&ion againit the court, wiI4 
always be,- I/I. By fame, becaufe they are cjut 
of place. 249, *By others, becaufe they fuuQ- 
fer themfelves eafily to be deceived, and are 
generally diflatisfied. And 34, Thofe that 
are jealous of their liberties will always fear 
the worfi, and therefore grumble at whatever 
does not feem to them to have a favourable 
;IfpeQ, or appears to have an ill tendency; 
there T: may call LOUI t fpi’es; but it is a fign of 
liberty in the flare, when the people are per- 
mitted to be watchful of it, 2nd even ;\lIowed 
a jealous murmur Or complaint. I 

The aAion of this day, being done con- 
trary to the here/f, and therefore con’trary to 
the difpcJtionr of the pricfts, it was policy in 
them to blacken it, and make it a fin, which 
now they have prayed above thefe hundred 
years to be forgiven. And if it is not for- 
given by this time, they either pr”y to a 
itrange God, or they are a flr,lnge fcrt of 

p*ayers, that work no manner of effc& upon 
\ him: 
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him :- He either hears them not, or don’t 
think them worthy his regard, and fo they 
may pray on till doomfday,--When God, the 
king, and the people are to be mocked, there 
is no better way of doing it, than by prdc- 
tifing it with the face of religion. The ca- 
saliers pray for the forgivenefs of a fin they 
never committed ; and Co they have mocked 
God, ever fince they have begun to pra&tifc 
repentance on this fcore- l’hofe that are 
moit guilty of hypocrify, cry out mofl againit 
others for being hypocrites, What is it but 
hypocrify, for men to preiend to repent of 
what no man in the age they live in is guilty 
of; or to attempt by four penitence .to atone 
for an a%on of the generation now dead, 
and which thoie that committed, were not 
confcious of its being a crime in the nature 
and reafon of the thing ?--But however it be, 
if they have committed a crying fin before 
God, and have not aniwered for it by this 

*time before C;od, there is no truth in our 
reiigion -Why then fhould we, a degenerate 
race, condemn ; and whining, pretend to 
rcpeot of the a&on they did, and thought 
themfelves right in doing? If we are to anfwer 

1 for it, w!iere js the juitice of God ? If we 
believe we thall be aniwerable for their faults, 
where’s the rationality of our belief? Rut I 

Pz tZXp2 
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expeA to be told that the Lard vl$ts the hi- 
4uities of the fathrs upon thrir children to tbe 

third andfkrh gmratiur. What upon thofe 
children who ,had no hand in the a&ion of 
their fathers, and who cannot be guilty of it! 
7[*0: afkrt this is as ridiculous, as impious. 
‘This is juft as right, as it would be to lak 
a boy at fchool, that never played truant ia 
his life, becaufe his father or, grandfather 
Flayed the %ruant, and was not uihipt for it. 
Ezrkiel (chap xviii.) tells W, that God raid 
i;S/rn, and I fuppoCe he has not changed his 
mind fince; the foki fhi. t jtln th jL7II die, the 

jn j!ba!l not bear th iniquity of’ the father, 802. 

This chapter is a good explanation of the 
threatening annexed to the fecond command- 
ment.- The truth is, there are families, as 

well as niltions, that tread in their predeceCfors 
Oeps, and the/ion goes on in the fame wicked 
path the fiither did (as ~UVICJ II. followed 
CLrles I.) till their iniquities are full ; that 
is, till they can be borne with no longer; 
and then jz4Ji.e *fully iocen%d, whets her 
vengeful {word, and cuts them off Seldom 
does it happen, thdt tyrapnical kings treading 
in the fieps of their wicked anceflors, pro$er 
to the four/h genera&n ; but according as 
their iniquity is, as to time and mcafure, 
@y are cut down in the fecanc4 or third fuc- 

cefisn- 
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Xeffion. So the fins of p4rne~ I which his 
f&r Cbnrles walked in, helped forward his 
M.---It is the mercy of God to mankind, 
that tyranny and oppreGon fllall naturally itir 
up the vengeance* of an incenfed people, 10 
bin I fhe h.m?t 5en kings with rbahs, and thrir 
nokles with ii, tcrs of iron. Such 1!3onour l,a7:e 
ail his faint;, pci/e ye the Lord, f+ the * pfal- 
miit. This is an honour due to none but. 
J;linfs, that is, to a people worthy of redemp- 
troll And kings that perfecute chrifiians are 
heathens to them. 

It is the duty of fubje& to defend and obey- 
8’840d prince, and oppnfe a bnd one ; for a!!. 
bppofition to evil is good. The people, that 
obey a wicked prince, ~111 be wicked ; for & 
tamt: litl~mifion to his vices, will corrupt their 
mor:lls, And his reiigi?rds vices, molt of all ‘; 
becaufe they are not feen as vices, being gilded’ 
over with religion. By this means her y 
and iniquity may be planted, and take deep 
root in a nation, 

Right government is; when the governor 
,cind governed mutually agree, and are mutually 

6 benefited: when they harmonize, they make 
1 ‘each other happy. The chief end of govern- 
L 

* Pialm cxlix. 8, 
p3 ment 
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mat is the fafety and tranquillity of the 
people, in which the prince finds his account: 
their duty is to fcrve and protea each other, 
-Subje& difobcping a lawful prince, are 
jufily puniihed ; and he is a Inwfirl prince, 
whom the power and will of the peopie ap- 
point, and who rules according to law.--& 
that redeems a people from flnvery, or from 
tllctle arbitrary meC\iures thar prefent them 
with an approaching profpe6t of it, has a 
right to rule over them; and as he is their 
rig:cIl)tfzlZ, Co he is their l(lwfZ~ulp~ince if he don’t 
enflave them .--Kings are the fervants of the 
public, and if they deferve well of the public, 
rhcy ought to be well rewarded by the public. 
But f~rv.~nts that do not their duty, ought to 
be diC”:%rt2ed their fcrvice. He that deltrops , 
the public 1 c-ace, whofe duty it is to preferve 
it, deferves public ponifhment, whatever his 
o&e or ffation be in the pubhc fervice. As 
it is hard to puniih governors, without injury 
to the governed, if they can get rid of them 
at any rate, they muft be contented ; for 
formal jufiice cannot be executed on thofe 
that are above the reach of juftice. Juff ice 
cannot always be executed where it ought, 
but ought always where it can, without regard 
to per-fens.--He that reigns according to the 
laws of the country, is not to be eftecmed a 

bad 
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fia& prince j but if bad laws are complained 
of, and he can retiify them, but does nor, 
he is not a good prince ; for every one that is 
made fcnGble of his duty, ought to do it, if 
it be in his power. A prince may be Co far 
miLled, as to agree to the making laws that 
rnfly be produ&ive of grievances to a nation ; 
becaufr: he may not hpprehcnd they will WI-II 
out i‘uch ; but when he 5nds they do, by the 
ccmplnints of the people, if he don’t endea- 
vour to redrefs them, he is a bad governors--t 
Necefiry taxes muit.. be s&fed to fupport 
governments, and when it is done in a leg:11 
way, according to the laws of the country, 
and applied to ihe neccffdry emergencies of. 
‘jtate, it is a proof of difaffr,&ion, in perfons 
that can afford to pay their taxes, to grumble 
at paying them. And if people at this time 
pay more taxes than formerly, they are much 
more able to do it, becaufe of the great in- 
creafe of trade; though the poor have always 
enough to do to live, and live honefitly; there- 
fore there only that are able to pay taxes, 
fhould be taxed ; f6r te demand of any man 
what is not in his-power to do, cannot be the 
demands OF that law which is ,304, ju/? and ’ 
go&-But kings that impofe taxes on their 
LlbjeEts without law, and take away their 
rights and properties becaufe they have a 

p4 power 
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power to do it; and do it, becaufe it is to 
their advantage, are but more powerful rob- 
bers. And thofe that diftrefs and deftroy their 
fui je&, that they may the better fubdue and 
enilave them, to enhance their own arbitrary 
powcl-, aFe tyrants and wicked ruiers. Aj a 
r:at ,‘9ig ih and a raging brat-, fo are t/x/-, ovLl 
lhz pox people. --Is it not jufi to remove the 
c~oics of common calamity by the death of 
the principal perion, which nothing but his 
dew11 could remove, or the death of tha 
geop!e from their opprefious ? Is it better, 
io fuch cafe, that one 9nan die, or the nath 

p&r@ ? 

The promoters and abettors of slavery en- 
deavour to enforce anh fanfiify tyranny by 
me text of St. Paul, Ram. xiii. I, 2. Let 
twy fad be fubjtkfl to tbs higher powerr ; for 
1h9-e is no pouer but of God ; and the powers 
that be, Gre ordained of God. TVhoJoever there- 

Jk-e re/i/fLtb the pOW:Y, t.t$?etb the ordinance of 

G:d; and they that ye/%?, fin/i receive to them- 
felues dumnaticn.- There words have been 
made a shameful handie of by fhamelefs pricfks, 
for shameful ends and purpofes.-According 
to the feeming fenfe of there words, if by 
bight r power-c, be meant pe:jTOns in power, every 
one that is invented with power, has his 

power 
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power from God ; and every foul muff fubmit 
to it on the peril of damnation, As there is 
nothing of herdtary right in the text, it does 
not patronize the flavilh principles of paffive 
obedience and non-refifiance tb one family, 
or fet of lien, more than to another* But if 
every one in power muit be pafively obeyed,. 
on the peril of damnation, a work doArine 
cannot be taught to enflave the world than 
this ; and favours more of a revelation from 
the infernal tyrant, lthan the revelation of the 
ghrious liberty of tke fans of God.. This then 
is the do&ine not of Paul, but of prjefts : 
‘iis not so/ief, but prie$‘svaft ; for the devil. 
then in power mufi not be refiited, but. 
o.beyed,--I apprehend this du&rine is againlt, 
hd ers ; againit thofe that would be,fubjeA 
to, or governed by no power ; who are for. 
n3 king in this world, but king 76/;1~ ; no 
gc,vernor to exercife t he authority of rule over’ 
them : whereas God has ordained, that there 
Lhnil be Come men having hi$er power than 
the reit, to govern the rel?; and he that 
refifts this ordinance of God, and order of 
nature, is a rebel to God and man; and wiil 
meet with his jufIly- merited condemnation 3 
for this is to overturn all order and govern- 
mc’nt among men; without which, all manner. 
& evil may be committed with impunity,-- 

p5 The 
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The apoftle don’t fay, allperfons in power are 
to be obeyed ; but the power, that is, every 
order, and* office, appointed by the public, 
for the public good. Every one in a fuperior 
ofice ought to be obeyed in fuch a manner as 
is neceffary. ‘Tis the office, the fubjeaion 
is due to, for ‘tis this tha‘t gives the power to 

, the perfons poffefing it, whoever the perfon 
be, not for the fake of his perfon, but of his 
o&e and authority : lo far as his office, 
place, authority, or power requires he fhould 
be obeyed, in fuch manner and degree he 
ought to be obeyed ; and he that does fo, 
fobmits himfelf to the paroer rather than to 
the per-on, or only to the perfon for the 
i&ice, power, and authority fake; not be- 
caufe fo it VI:)+ be, but becacfe fo it Jv& 
be, or it is right fo to do; for governing 
powers are the ordinance of God.--But if 
he in office does not ufe the power right 

which he is poffefid of, he has no right to 
poCefs it ; he forfeits his right by rhe ill ufe 
he makes of it : obeying him in fuch cafe, is 
not obeying the ordinance of God, as his 
minifier for good ; ‘tis obeying man rather 
than God ; what the man in ofice, not what 
#he ofice of ihz man requires. Thus we should 
difiinguifh between the perfon and the power; 
-Every man in life has a power given him to 
I ,i ,. 2 iome 
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fdme end, and if he ufes his power to a diffe- 
rent end thau what he ought to do, he abufes 
it; and nor t&g it right, it is right to take 
it from him ,-If kings can do no wrong, it is 
becaufe as foon as they do wrong, they ceafe 
of right to be kings. A good office mufi be 1 
executed by a good man. The man fhould 
be fitted for the office he is to execute, or 
he is difqualified for the office, and fo cannot * 
ferve it; cannot be what he is appointed, ,. 
becaufe he is not’qualified for it; So that a I 
king ruling wickedly, is not a king ; there- 
f&e the people that kill, or cnfi off fuch a 
man, don’t kill, or cafi off their king, only 
one that would have been their king if he had 
been properly qualified for that high offIce 
and facred dignity ; and one that has unkinged 
l?imLff by dikovel-ing his insbility to reign6 
He is not 3 hufband, that tdkes no care of his 
wife and fami:y, and ihe rhat is a whore, is . 
not a wife. 

It is caufe of wonder, how it fhould ever 
come into the head of any man to imagine, 
he ought to be oheyed as a God. It is an 
evident fign of the devil i:r man, that fets 
hin&!f up in the place of God. It is mclking 
an idol of a prince, to bring -the judgmeuts of 
God upon him. It is a doS:rine that nothing 

P 6 but 
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but a priefi could invent, 0; one that in- 
tended to raife his king the higher, that he 
might fall the Iowa-. Afpiritual trap to catch 
an unwary prince in, to fetter him to his ever- 
lafting and irretrievable ruin. 

If &r/es had not been a great enthufiafi, 
it could never have come into his head, that 
,any king on earth could pofibly be fo much a 
favourite of God, as that he indulged him to 
do what he pleafed, without being account- 
able as.men ought to be that break the laws 
of iociety.-Are not kings men ? and no body 
but prielts, madmen, or fools ever fuppofed 
or faid they were more than men; and if fo, 
then they are under the fame laws of God in 
this world that all mankind are. Their office 
and power indeed makes it reafonable, that 
if they reign well, they should be more galued 
and refpe&ed than other men ; becaufe they’ 
are the authors of more good and benefit to 
men ; but if they reign ill, they are let’s 
valued than other men ; becaufe they are the 
caufe of much more evil and injury to men 
than others are .-Or rather why should God 
hate kings more than other men, that he 
Bould indulge them in the pra&ice of more 
tickednefs than others, to enflave the world 
with impunity. The rod of correAion is 

ufeJ - 
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hfed for the good of children, which a 
loving father will exercife when nece&ty 
calls for it, to reclaim them by reafonable 
punishment. To buffer a king to be a cri- 
minal without fear, is to debauch the office 
of a king, and debafe royal dignity. To 
fuppofe God does it, is fuppofing partiality in 
Clod; thus to do, is to debare God, to exalt 
the king, 

Men are made Kings by the- grace of God; 
-but not tyrants,, becaufe they have not the 
grace of God in them. And that grace of 
Cod which makes kings, comes by means of 
the good-will af ihe peop!g. Thofe that hold 
their power bj this right, as the prefinr royal 
farnib do, have the bei?, the jufiefi, and the 
molt natur?l right in the world. Properly 
fpeaking, men are made kings by tke grace of 
the people, and they behave as worthy of fucl~ 
office, by ihe grace of Go;]. Let thoCe that 
deny this, &hew their commifion to be from 
God, and not from the people; let them 
plainly prove it fo, without the fophifiry of 
prieficraft, that the world may believe it. 

What king did ever come from heaven ! 
that any of them fhould prerume to- claim a 
divine right to any kingdom on earth ? Or 
-svtvh~t commi6on was ever given from heaven 

tcD 



to any man, to pFvrrefs a kingdom on earth? I 
The divine right of kings to rule over people, 
without, and againft their confent, is a profane ’ 
jc/; though ‘tis like many other things that ’ 
are called divine, which of all things have the 
leafi relation to divinity.- And yet nations 
have been ii, far delnded, and impofed on by 
their teachers, by thegoverdors and guardians 1 
of their-liberties, that they have fuffered their 
natural rights, liberties and properties to be 
given away, by will, at the pleafure of a 
departing king, like a paternal efiate. If a 
king has a right to dit’pofe of the people at his 
death, uithout their confent ; why not to fell 
the kingdom in his life-time without their 
Co;lretlt, as a man to fell his eltate ? or to fell 
his LI!+Ic, as cattle are fold in the market P 
but if he cannot juflly give away the kingdom 
at his death, nor fell it in his life-time, 
without confent of the people, then,‘tis evi- 
dent that the power of governing them lies 
in themfelves, and no man has a right. to a 
kingdom, as a man hath to an eflate; btit 
that, the right and powrr of govmzing a natjcu, 
is in the pbu:er of the nation, till tyra!lny and 
opprefions rob them of it, and render them 
for ever incapable of recovering their nctive 

kight: then fdrcwel all that is dear and va- 
lullble to a free people.-\F7hen a mrhole 

nation 
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% nation become the property of a king or 
priefi, or of both united to make the chain 
that binds them the fironger, who dare fay 
his foul or body is his own ? And as kingly 
msjefiy, fo the priefihood is coaitituted by 
the people. ‘( Whoever is declared to be a 
4‘ priefi by any fociety, is a priefi to them ; 
‘6 and ceafes to ,be one, the moment they 
“ declare him none.” -‘But ail pretended 
right that is maintained by power, force and 
violence, is no longer right than the foun- 
dation can fupport it; He poffefis my pro- 
perty, as a robber does that is fironger than I, 

’ and can hold it no longer than he holds his 
itrength ; for when 1 can, it is my right to 

difpoGfs him of his unjufi gains,--Me th,lt 
would enflave a nation, is himMf a flave to 
fome other perfon, or to his pafions, ancl?o 
reftlefs ambition. He has a weak head, and a 
w~‘ckcd heart j and if fuperfiition and bigotry 

* may pafs for religion, he may be a very 
religious man. 

The Scotch p&e affumed a tyrannical 
power over the confiitution of this realm, and 
the confciences of men, throughout his tvhole 

’ reign. He endeavoured to encroach on the 
privileges of parliament, and to fet himfelf 
above the hwj. In there pril;c@s and Fruc- 

t&s, he was flattered and encouraged by his 
fycophant 
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ijrcophaat minifters, bifhops and clergy. With 
there falfe notions of power, the ion’s heart 
was corrupted, his head was turned and over- 
turned. Ambitious men told them, their. 
perfons and authoriry were diuine, to exalt. 
themfeelves- therebyi; they fwallowed the pro- 
Jane bait, and were-intoxicated with it ; they, 
reeled and flaggered. with. Jicentions p.ower 
like drunken men. 

Whatever is &vine, muft be fo in the nature 
of the thing ; and if fo, then fuch as are Sy 
nature Kz’n,ns, are kings by divine right: and 
fuch his fucceror feems to have been, who 
kept by his wifclom what he got by his valour. 
Nature heI feif could not forbear difcovering 
her difxder, groaning for the nation, at the 
lofs of ij great a m.in.---RutTi;lture feemed, 
never to delign the man, whom this day has 
almofi deified, a hi&her itq. than that of a~ 
t~$!bp; nar his father, than that of a Jchoc/- 
?TiLIJir; Both father and’ ion miitook the? 
abilities, in conceiving themfelves kings by any 
natur~al gtrdz~~aticn they had for that o&e, 
or by any thing like Jzt~l~ze dght inherent in 
their perfons.- To carry on this juggle fin03 
their reigns, and to deceive the populace into 
the divinity of the Stuart farnib, their fuc- 
celibrs pretended to work mirac!es, in curing 
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difeafes by a touch, and the bishops and clergy 
countenanced the fraud, and carried on the 
Smpoflure. Some fools now have faith enough 
to believe (and when have not fools a foolifh 
faith) that the feed of the Stuarts have this 
gift, and have been as far as P’~anre or ROW 
to partake of it. A fufficient dernonfiration , 
of the i~:po,G~ion and jfu,G.dity of that party. 
Hut truth and righteoufuefs are not fupported 
by religious knavery. 

Enthufiafm enraged is madnefs ;. if the per- 
Er)ns feized with it are exafperated, they grow 
mad. The king was enthufiafi enough to 
believe, that he of all the nation was the f& 
jimourite of heaven, The people who had 
fcrutinizing eyes, feeing nothing fuperlative 
in him, worthy the delight of heaven-or of 
earth, began to conceive, tha’t if he Sy tilr 
grace cf God, was God’s peculiar favourite, ’ 
they had as much right and title to that grace 
as he. Thus the enthufiafm which the prieffs 

I had kindled ‘In the king, began to fpread 
e among the people; and the wild fire being 

caught out of the priefis hands, it was no, 
longer under their dire&ion. Every one of the 
Lord’s people was as good as a priefi or a king. 
And how indeed could it be otherwife, 
unlef? the king and priefi had by their better 
do&trine and conduA taught the people better 3 

And 
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And lo all thought themle!res to be kings a&* 
priefls to God, eGver2 the pri. zb, even that lamb 
who is convertible into :. %iorz. As the king 
himfelf, in his way, wab klprifed with the 

*fire of this enthuiiafiic fp:r t, Lo. from him 
the flame qtched the pc:>ple ; his prielts 
f’ded the feeds of it in h l ), and he amonk; 
all the people. It begun ‘1~ court, and ex- 
tended over all his dominions. Such as men 
fowed, they alfo reaped ‘in full mearure, mak- 
)ng good the righteous fentence of fcripture, 
which faith, Wit8 whaf/oPmr rneofk-e ye n/ate,.. 
it jwli be mezJ4red to yen agnin. 

E read that, c The bad policy of king y~~mcr 
c appeared in nothing more than his falling 
‘ out with his parliaments. T$is was princi- h 
‘ palip owing to his exh-magant notions 0J rfgal 
gpuwer, which’he @aSed h@her than moftL 
g of his predecefCors, and fo far as was iacon- 
‘ fifient with a limited monarchy, fuch as is 
6 the wife aad. happy conftitotion of England. 
6 This brought many and great inconvenien- 
6 ties upon him ; and happy had it been, if 
c his only f’urviving ion and fucccffor Ch~~-les I. 
‘ had taken warning by the imprudent ma- 
‘ nagement of his father ; for then he might’ 
c have avoided the rock on which, he unhap- 
‘ pily fplit. Rut being brought up in the 
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* fame high notions of prerogutiv,*, he trod in 
6 the fame fleps, nay took Iarger/?ridl,s towards 
‘ nrbi!rury power than even his father had 
‘ done. By this means, the people that fided 
‘ with-the party againit the court, grew every 
* day more formidable, mens pafions on 

‘ both fides were heated, mu:ual diitrufi and 
* jenloufy took p!ace ; and religion alfo mixing 
* in the quarrel, the patrons of civil liberty 
‘ made their advantage of it, till enthufiafm, 
‘ which gathered Arength from the arbitrary 
‘ proccedi~gs of the court, and the /everAy of thz 

,< biu-arrby, grew rampant ,in its turn, and 
‘ overturned not only the hierarchy but the 
a monarchy too.’ This is the Turn of the ge- 
neral hiftory of thofe times, of which particu- 
lar fails are but Co many proofs. q 

Thefe were the mifmanagements of king 
Charles, his exercifing an unlawful power, 
that is, a power to raife taxes without confent” 
of parliament ; his infulting, provoking, and 
falling out with them, infiead of a becoming 
endeavour to pleafe them, as if majefly con- 
fified in hazighine/j- never convoking them 
but when compelled by want, and when his 
wants were fatisfied, fuddenly adjourning or 
dilrolving them again in a fllort time after 
their meeting ; and at thofe times feizing fome 

Of 
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OF their members ; calling men to account OUF 
of parliament for what was faid in it, whictr, 
ought to be iAe)lzA~a-y offi.eea’gm ; and try- 
il)g all the illegal ways he could to fupply his 
need without them. Eleven yrars did lyrc.7~ 
Gal power I eign uncmtrouled by parliament. 

The king’s proteAing and defending e\iL 
miniiters, that .perfuaded him into fuch mea- 
Cures, both abroad and at home, as were pre- 
ju.dicial to the oation.-Ksfhewing favour to, 
pap3 s, and putting many of them into poitss 
of power and authority, whom all proteftants- 
had reafon to dread and abhor, remembering. 
queen hfary’s lurning rein, Au thorifing 
archbitiop Laud’s tyranny, who fined meu iuS 
his high-commiaion court at his pleafdqe,. 
while the kingIs minifiers, by his fole autha.. 
rity, did the fame in the Aar-chamber.-His 
giving men roafon to compl‘ain by hard’ and 
unjuft ufage, and denying them the liberty of 
complaint.-His raifing an army again0 his. 
Sco:th fubje&s to force them to conformity 
and obedience to Laud and the liturgy. It; 
was grievous to the king to redrefs the grie- 
vances of hfs fubje&, which were often re- 
monflrated, and perpetually augmtnted ; and 
when he fuffered them to be redr&d, it 
Gemed to be by confiraint, and with a defign 
ta renew them ,-The parlicment’s being, 

never. 
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-aever abIe to depend on his promifes being 
&Milled, if he had power to breik them.- 
There things &xc the unhappy mifmanage- 
merit of that king, which in the end brought 
on him the hatred of the people, and his own 
deitrucction. And as the king took extraor- 
dinary and unprecedented itrides towards 
arbitrary power, the parliament were obliged 
to take extraordinary and unprecedented 

. firides to prevent his engrofing it to the 
ruin of the people’s properties and liberties. 
Though neither fide were entirely innocenr, 

* or al! their a&ions juitifiable ; and iti fuch 
confufion of aKairs, it is impoffNe they could 
be voiJ of blame; yet ‘tis enough if we ice 
clearly which fide was rncl/t in fault, and WIS 
the lea1 occafivn of all the faults of the ocher 
GJe. - It appears by ths gtneral conduCt of 
Ckarles’s rc-ign, that he ufed his pcaple not 2s 
a nupjivg jdhr dots his chMren, but as tile 
Lord ufed his ellemies, and made them fuch 
to himfelf, for* hz retied ibem as with a rod of 

;fon, and il*oke them to pit05 a3 a potftr’s veJ’e/. 
-The commons chewed their Ed<!ity to the 
nntion, in often entering into the confideraticn 
of the liberties and propel tits of the ii;bj:ecct, 
and of the mulri’tude of grievances compJ.iined 
of by the people, as it was their duty to do, 
who are chofcn to be guardians of their 

’ liberties ; 
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liberties ; and not to be creatures of the court, 
or tools of dominion, to enrich themfelves 
and beggar the nation, but defenders of the 
kingdom, to redrefs an injured people from 
court-oppreffions. They had a right, as it 
was their bufinefs to hear and examine ‘into 
gri&n~es, and do their endeavour to redrefs 
them. To whom fhould the people feek 
redrefs in Such cafes, but to their reprefenta- 
Ekes ? and when fought for in a legal manner, 
it was i!Itgnl not to do them jlflice; for that 
is to crush them with inju,dire.-Such vile 
$nfr ingemeuts of the laws were fo Jften made, 
that the parliament then mufi have had no 
regard to themfelves , nor their country, not 
to be incenfed at it.-The feverities of the 
church and tIatc in’creafed the enemies to both. 
I may here fet the church btforc the flate,’ 
becaufe the Bate was ruled by it.-Many then 
forfook their native country, forced by the 
incIemency of government, for kiter among ’ 
the favagcs of Amu-ica, hoping to enjoy life 
tnore to their fatisfaCtic;n abroad, in an un- 
known aud for.eign country, than what they 
could expcti at home. 

As the c’z/fie cf j?uckin&ham wzs the man to 
whom (at the beginning of C‘~UY~!ES’s reign) 
the people imputed the caufe of all their gr ie- 
vances, one lrcuttmnt Fc/:G~ undertook, at the 

expense 
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kxpeuce of his life, to attempt the redemption 
of the nation, by itabbing the duke to the 
heart, fo that he fell down dead ; and happy 
had it been, if F&n’s fuc& had been equal 
to his good intention, and undaunted a&ion. 
Happy had it been, if the king could have 
learned cute and condutt from it, by endea- 
vouring to cafe and pleafe the people; and 
not by an obitinate difregard, or invincible 
itupidicy, opened the fountain of their blood, 
which inevitably drew after it the 106 of his 
own.- A&ions well defigned, but without 
fuccefs, are often blamed w&n men fee the 
event, but not before. Many things are 
Icnowu to be wrong when they take a wrong 
turn to our expcAations and deGI-cs.-The 
putting CharIer I. td death, was not efieemcd 
a fin by the nation, till~C%arl~s II. came in : 
The nation did not repent of it, ti!l then ; 
and till then, God did not feem dirplwfetl 
with them for the a&ion ; and then the Lord 
was difpleafed, or the prieits belied him, as 
they have often done. Charlts tie martyr 
gives us a hmpte of what many other martyrs 
have been, who died .for their folly and ob- 
ilinacy, not for their wiidom and goodnefs. 
The mo.h~ church has n:any ruch mnrtyrs in 
her calends ; sod its excufedb!e for the ,~ruu$- 
TV- to have cne,-The power that is of God is 

a ogood 
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a gaod governing power, or a power that 
governs us for our good : This excites a love 
to God, when he punishes us only for our 
reformation, not V;/!s the inipiiies of the 
fathers Gn their innocent chihhrn, for this pre- 
vents our loving him. The more dreadful 
we conceive him to be, the lefs love we have 
towards him. -A religious fenfe of deity tnufi 
needs be, that God makes, or knows the 
difference we make between good and 
evil, and rewards or punifhes according to 
the regard we have thereto. Hut, what is 

*good an\l evil to man, is reuil;’ and ne:eJ&!ly 
fo to him, whether it be the fame to God or 
no, and we muit form our condctti dy our 
fenfe and knowledge thereof in all things re- 
lating to ourlslves and fociety, that is, ye 
mufi judge, whether aRions are fit or unfit, 
as ihey may be prejudicial or beneficial to our- 
ielves or others, by the nature and necefiry 
of their circumfidnces.-If we 22 for our. 
own pfivale good in oppoGtion to that of the 
public, ‘[is a vice ; and fo much the greater, 
as the a3or is a more public perfon, or perfiln 
entrulted with the good of the public. An 
a&ion fo_r the putlic gcod, is an e.ute&e vi1 tr e ; I 
and the goodnefs is greater or iefs in degree, 
as it more or leis redounds to the public in- 
terefi or advantage. This is good and true 
policy, and bcrter than any bad and falli 

rel i$n. 
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%4igion. And all religion is falfe and bad 
{that has not this true policy in it. Seeing 
3xcefi ty requires, of two evils ‘we fhoul’d 
chufe the leafi; priv~~to g&d, when it comes 

‘in competition with the public, thouM be made 
to fubmit to it. If then taking ‘away the life 
of one man, will redeem a nation from civil 
and inteitine wars, he kprowr nothing ai all who 

does not co@/er, that it is good one man&hld 
die for the people, that the nation pen)2 ht. 

The king’s endeavotir to force epikopal 
,government, with the difcipline, ceremonies, 
and fervice of the church of England, on the 
Scot5 nation, fet the Cots againit him with no 
lefs zeal on their fide, which produced the 
SolemnLeague and Covenant, to mPintaio their 
own mode of religion again0 all innovations, 
-Religion is a thing of that nature, that 
though by pretending it, nothing is more eafy 
than to wheedle people out of their feofes, 
as appears by the .pagean try, trumpery, idols, 
and breaden god of Rome ; or though people 
may be brought up in what is called religion, 
without any fenfe at all of right or wrong, 
but as they are taught, as perfecuting and 
burning men for coafcience and judgment- 
fake, evidently fhew ; yet neither can religion, 
or what bears that name, bring forth the 

v OL, III. Q fruit 
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rruit of good Works, which is forcibly I.&W& 
h, and put on as a yoke with fever:ty. 
Xeafon may fometimes prevail, but compiilion 
-never, to make men abandon what they efieem . 
f&red ; for violetie committed on the facred 
veneration men have for what they efleem, 
and have been accufiomed to efleem rel;giun, 
Srs up their abhorrence to that violence, and 
turns their veneration to zeal, to enthufiafm, 
to frenzy j and then it is, men fo irritated are 
fit to burn or be burnt. Whoever attempts 
to fi// God’s ho@ by com~ell;ng men to corn in, 
will find it the only way to empty it. This 
method, in&ad of driving any ufeful members 
iu, wi:l drive ma0y out. He that endeavours 
to force mPns conCciences, in matters not 
injurious to the government, has no right 
notion either of iovernment or of religion : 
for he that fupprelfes an honeft confcience, 
{uppre(res religion. The confcience that would 
injure another, is an evil conrcience; becaufe 
it is an injurious one; therefore a popifh 
conccience is fuch as deferves no toleration 
among protefiants ; becaufe it buffers papifts 
not to tolerate any other than their own. If 
it have toleration, therefore, among pro- 

*tenants, it is more than it deCerves ; and that 
toleration ought to be under proper reltraints . 
and limitations, to guard their o,wn liberties 

again& 
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q$nnR itsdbaneful influence. I-t is much more 
fife to tolerate Mahometanifm, Judailin, or 
Paganjim, than Pgpery.-A right .confcience 
towards God, can .never -in&r-e others for 
confcience-fake .--tReligion is nothing elfe but 
bdieving in, end wo$$ping God, according tar 
.&e diAates of con/ricnre, and -if it .hurts no 

l body, nor has any tendency ,to it, it ought 
to be tolerated-; for not to tolerate fuch faith 
and wortihip, is deitruAiue .of 4Incerity and 
-truth. And kindling a perfeeution againfi* r’t 
-by unwarrantable oppofition, kindles the flame 
*of enthufiafm in the perfecuted. He that 
SereQs a church on the ruins of humanity, and 
,-carries a fpiritual conqueit over flaughtered 
con6ziences, is ignorant of divine and human 
*nature, Lnows nothing of religion, and is a 
*rebel to the majeffy sf heaven, which ‘he pre- 
.,tends to worship; but ‘tis the majefly of the 
-priefi he really -promotes and pays his ado- 
tration to .nCeremooies-are injgn$wnt as well 
-as indzfhent things ; but he makes them efiv- 
.riaZ who sraifes contentions and bloodshed in 
tdefence’ of -them. Such ceremonies ;md en- 
bcroachments as are fet up to pull down 
Iliberty, men may warrantabIy guard againfi 
nand oppofe.- Where liberty is rooted otit, 
fincerity is r&ted out; impartial juitice and 
:goodnefs in fuch a itate finds no place.-If 

42 God 
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. God is a regfonable nature, form or no form 
equally pleafes ‘him, for aZike jncerity 219 all, 
muJ be aliRe acceptabte ficm ail, by whatever 
mode, or in whatever manner the fincerity 
appears ; as we are told, a Ibe Lord feeth not 
as man$eeth, but the Lord rregatrchth the heart. 
And again, + The true worfiippers :wor/hip the 
Father in fpirit and in truth. The befi and 
only befi things pleafe the only befI being. 

\ --Modes and externak pleafe the men dE 
.mode and of fuperficial judgmeats.-What- 
ever way men ufe, tihich pleafes themfelves 
in ferving God, cannot difpleafe him; for the 
heart fan&tifies the afiion, without which all 
is no more than mere fantaflic fafhion, empty 
ceremony, and foolifh formality. God loves 
that men kould pleafe themfelves in pleafmg 
him, if he made us, as we are told, to give 
UI pleafur+ and ha#inefi, not tokcreare his 
own.-He who underftands that egualjkrity 
in all religions is equa24 aheptable to_ God, wilf 
give liberty of confcienke to all ; but he that 
Tees it not, is religioufly blind, and piously 
itupid.--He that denies men liberty of con- 
fcience, makes fame men hypocrites, and 
dcftroys thofe that cannot be PO made. He 
deitroys that fmcerity among men which is the 

* I Sam. xvi. 7, t John iv. 23. 
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only pure religion all the world over. Liberty- 
of conCcience to every man to worship God, 
anh endeavour to pleafe him in the be& 
manner that ap.pears to him, is as much the 
divine right of every fubje&; as power is the. 
divine right of the befi and mofi rightful 
kings on earth. -That I call the worfhip of 
dod, is, that a&on which concerns only 
God and the worlhipper, and has, no rdati_on * 
to tneunt and tutm. An a&ion whixh hurts no 
*an, and which beriefits no man b&t the war’- 
fbipper, Atid as -God is ‘the God of the Jpiritr 
OJ all j’efi, he mufi have an equal regard to 
the fpiritual worfh.lip, which is fincerity in di. 
I-If it was evident to all, whaC fort of WOF, 
fhip God loves or hates more than another; 
there would be Come rea .[on to value o.ne better 
or wurfe than another. But t&l1 that is done, 
or appears on good proof, all fides have 
equal pretenGons in their own way.-The 
confideration of man’s ignorance of God, is 
fufficient to humble the fpiritual pride of the 
mofi conceited enthufiafi ; for th.ough there 
is not any thing in the world is more talked 
of, than of God, thers; is 1101 any thing in the 
world lefs known; and the greateft pri& 
know as little of him as the meanefi men. 
Thqrefore methinks they should not prefume 
too much, fceing though they bear the name 
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of diwines, they are ‘but little acquainted with 
diGnity ; therefore,gent!eneb and moderation, 
become ali,parties. 

The king went to Sc&ndwith an army of 
ia,ooo men, to reduce the Scats to the obe- 
dience of pre!p$ power-and common prayer;. 
So the king fir3 raifed arms againit his ft.& 
j&s, and taught them to itand up in their 
own defence againit a deluge of arbitrary 
p0WX. True it is, that he did.not ufe h$ 
army againit the Scoto, becaufe the Eqli)B 
wer2 not fond of afifting. fuch power, the 
king being adv.ifed not to venture a battle: 
but if he had not intaded it, why all that 
parade of power, and running the nation ts 
fuch an unneceffary expence, when he was 
always in want of money 3 This wound was 
finned over between the, king and the SCOPS 
by a, f&t of truce rather &ha@ peace.-The 
SCO~J obfiinately determined not to fubmit to 
any alteration in their religion, and the king 
as obitinately to make them, urged on by 
archbishop Laud, who managed rhe king’s 
aonfcience, as men manage beafts of burden. 
Such Cupid animal‘s are kings who areenflaved 
by prietIs.9The king refolving to reduce the 
Scofs by force of arms to his will, a numerous 
srmy is raikd,. but wanting money there = 

a. oe?. 



a,necefity to call an. Eng2@ parliament, le!t 
further impbfitions fhould *furtheralienate the 
&‘&ions of the people. But the parliament 
when called’ had no de&e to *aggrieve the 
Guts ; but 1 to have their owa grievances reT 

, drelfid. Brave men, that, would not be 
biaffed by court-thtreats nor flatteries ! and . 
though we pray for the pardon of their fins, 
it would become us more to mend our own, 
-This parliament not complying with the 
king’s demands, nor. he with theirs, it WJS 
dirolved in. about ‘three wecksj and as was 
uFual with hiin, .he ieat iome of the, membe:s 
to prifon - ‘I$‘,hzn power is ,iu the hand of a 
fbolifh prince, his exercifing it expofes his 
folly. Hiz~ prieQ huld have taught him 
Solomon’s advice +, Be net haJy in thy JrpiTit :BI 
be angry, for anger reJeth in the ba/om 6f fooira 

. -Now the king prepares againfi the Scats, 

and the Cots againft the king, and in the end 
the SCOO had the advantage. The king is 
now obliged to. call an Brig@ parliament to 
fettle the dilturbed itate of the nation. This. 
was the laft parliament, which met in NG- 
wember I 640~ And. as the nation had been : 
always oppreffed, without being able to ob- 
tain any redrefs, and all former parliaments . 
kitad been bubbled ; they firit appointed a 

* Eccld vii. g. 
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fele& committee Co dsaw up a remonfirancoj, 
of all the grievances of the nation, which were 
numerous, but not prefented till a year after. 
The *king well knowing what he had to 
expe&, ihewed great compliance in giving, 

-his affent to all their bills, being awed, ‘tis, 
. likely, into I a. fort of tra&ablenefs, by an 1 

army of Scofs being in the nation-The par- 
-Jiament went a great way in redrefing the 
nation’s grievances, and p$-Gfning the authors 
c& them, which rendered them, pop&r. Earl 
St~uj%d was brought to. the &jock. The 
i,Ygh cmntnzJio72-cwr t and Jar-chamber were,’ 
bQoliIhed, and many great and good things, 
were done at the beginning,of this parliament. 
--But though the king buffered them to go I 
on great lengths, in delivering the nation from i 
great opprefions, they knew it was contrary 
to his natural difpofitiou; for he hated to , 
have his stutbsrity i’ir&ed by parliament, and i 
was defirous of nothing more than of reigning I; 
without them ; therefore, though they had b 
pafid a bilk for triennial parliaments, they. 
could not depend upon the fecurity of that. 
law ; for what fecurity can lawafford, from , 
one that tramples upon law.; therefore they, 
procured the king’s affent to their ,etj?abli& 
mm during their own pleafure, and having 
fo done, they carried their point in all things : 
@q Undettook~tqtrapdB~~And well know- - 

isr; ; 
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ing their power had been defpifed, and as it 
were, annulled for fame time before, they 
Eooked‘with a jealous eye on all the aations of 
the king, and refolved, by way of felf de* 
fence, to Oand by and proteQ one another, 
and to prefcribe due limits to that tyrannical 
power, which had enflaved the nation fifteen 
years before.- They knew that to make lions 
tame, is to fetter them, and &hat then, though 
they may feem tame, yet as foon as they flip 
their fetters, they appear to be lions Ml, 
Whether the-king feared thofe be had before’. 
infulted and- irritated f for tyrrmn<cal tempers 
uader power, or in fear, are the moA abje& 4 
or whether he was under.fome better fort of 
tuition, like hT~ro under Smcca,, that he be- 
haved in a tratiable manner for a while ; I 
fJxail.not *pretend to determias; but certain it 
was, they knew’ the man. Therefore they 
had a jealous eye qn all his a&ions; and ?s 
they could never trufi him with fafety, when 
he a went afterwards to Scorlunu’, they had as 
much reafiln to fear, he would contrive to< 
bring a Scctrh armyagainfi them, as, he had 
before paifed, an Englz@ army againfi the Stats, 
contrary to the will of the EzaglzJb ptilinmenr 
and people.4Hea of fenfe and penet+n 
have the gifts of difcerning the fpirits of other 
merz, wore than the imprudent and upwqg 
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can difcern their own ; and time made it apt 
bear, their miArufi and jealoufy was not ilP 
founded. The king, who was always as weak 
i’n his condu&, as he was tyrannical in temper, 
could no longer be reltrained : the feeverity 
and folly of his difpofition difcovered itfelf; 
though ‘at the moA improper f&on : for a$ 
the proverb fays, Mu$%d cats ore no god 

moujrs. It was now too late to begin again 
to attempt the fflewing his great power when? 
be had buffered his head to be ihorn ; and 

. though be awoke arid fuid, I wili go forth as at 
other rimes, and flew my great Jhngth ; k 
knew not that tbe Lord was. deputed from him, 
and was now with the parliament ; for the 
Lord is never on the ii& of weaknrj andfo& 
Undoubtedly this condefcenfion in the kihg% 
delivering Co much of his regalia to the pa+ 
liament, was a proof of a$ weak judgment, if 
he was right in maiatakg it at firft fo itre 
nuoufly, that he always difobliged his park- 
merits, and would if he could have reign4 
without any 5 but if he was right in his corn 
placency, becaufe he i$w his former error; 
why did he foolifhly alhrme fuch authority 
again, in fending oficers to the houfedof lords 
‘and commons, to feize fotie of their members, 
rod to deliver articles of impeachment againit 
them of high treafon, and at the fame tiau, 
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by his fole authority, to fend perfons to TeaI 
up their doors, trunks, and papers ? And 
why did he come himfelf with an armed band 
the next day to demand their delivering up 
thofe members .Z Does this look like a the- 
rough conviAion of his error Z or was it only- 
the effe& of reJraining grace? Was not this 
like the. dog’s rsrwrning to his wmit again, and 
MeI the jiw. that was waJ%d, tQ hf. walhy ng 
in the m&2 Did it not .evidently fhew the 
nature of the man, that the a.@ man, the old 
tyrannical nature wasyepin him3 and that hr 
had not put him of with hiis d&s ; that he had 
not put on the nez0 man in~righ~eo~$&fs an8 

Jncerity, but in profeaon , and extePna1 apP 
pearance onl] x 1 Did not thofe clear. fighted 
men th.e commons fee through him? Was 
not. their inward jealoufy confirmed and in& 
creafed by :this outward .proof of his uncon- 
urtedJ?ate.? E-Jad not then the.conmons, thcr 
guardians 06 the people’s liberties,- resfon to 3 
be on their guard againit .a‘ll-his a&ens ? Did : 
not they well, i@ withfianding fuch tyrmnicail f 
{@it, and in fending a fcrieant at arms to 
break open the feals, and appr,ehend thoicr 
that put them FOR ? I&, <if. they had not made 
a .ftand againit chef% arbitrary proceedings, all 
they had done before had been to no purpofc 
~..&I they &not. well, to. make an ordeq 
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forbidding the feizing any of their member3 ‘- 
without leave of the ho&, authorizing all 
members to‘ it and upon their guard, and ,a44 
eonfiables and other officers to afflfi them 2” 
For had they not done this, they had efia- 
blified themklvcs as memberS of parlinmene 
in vair, ; nay, they had not eflablifhed them- 
&lvep at all ; for if they had left it in the 
king’s power to apprehend any of them at his 
pieafure, he might have gone on, and bF 
fuch repeated a~%, foon demoliihed the par- 
liament. No doubt but if they could have 
truited the king to the laws, and permitted 
their triennial ac2 to take place when they 
were dilfolved, they would not have continued 
themfelves by a HEW a&; which, though it 
was contrary to any former, was hbwever law ; 

becaufe it was ag’reed to by the king, lords 
and commons ; for fuch agreement makes 
jaw by the confiitution of this realm; and 
extraordinary cafes may require extraordinary 
ads to be mnde l for to every nsw nec&ty a 
new law mufi be adapted, and proportioned2 
to the exigency of the cafe. But if a king, 
or his minifiers by his command, a& contrary 
to law, it is unlawful, and they are culpable 
c~f the breach of the Jaws of the land.-Force 
muit be oppofed bY force, and deceit may be 
kbverted by deceit,, when other rmethods fail3 

08 



mtd’OrmOmxY..-JGkmr 313: 
m-man has not an. equal ‘regard for feif2 
defence. Where there is good ground for L 
jdQUfy, men ought >always to be upon-their ,- 
guard, and ’ never A part with’ their power, 
when they *fear being attacked ; and fo much*> 
the more exert themfelves, as the enemy is \ 
greatSin authority. Kiiqp #that ufe’ their power 
to prey on the people, Sotolncn compares to 
roaring lions and raging bears ; and they are 
not more mercifui when their indignation is 
flirred up, and revenge is in their reach,- 
He that takes atiay a people’s liberties, has a J 
defign on their properties ; and their lives are - 
next at his mercy. Let kings alone to engrofs 
power, and the property of his fubje&s, and 
their liberties and lives will follow .-If 
Charles did not grafp at this, why did hs: 
pretend peace to his parliament, and prepare 
for war againit. them, by fending his queen 
to HoIkan~, to buy up arms and ammunition, 
and putting the crown-jewels into her hands 
Ear that purpofe-Arbitrary power is what 
no man breathing ought to be truited with ;, 
therefore ‘tis good policy, to overturn the 
bad machinations that any perfon makes t&e 

I of to obtain it : for when -it is obtained by 
any king, there remains no remedy to any 
people : feldom doth the death of the tyrant 
r;cdeem them, if his heirs fucceed, though a 
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fia! OF blood be fpilt to reuwer their lo& 
liberty. 

After this frefh provocation given the par- 
liament, the king, perceiving how unpopular 
he had rendered himfelf, fent two melfages to 
them in a comI$ying humour.; telling them 
he would wave his proceedings againfi’the fix 
members, and be as careful of their privileges, 
as of his own life and crown : and offered a 
general pardon. Btic pardon could not be 
grateful, when himfelf was the, aggreffor.- 
Now either the parIiAment faw that this was 
temporizing and j’attev, knowing his natural 
difpofition, or it appeared to them, he was 
like thofe chrifiians that are always/inning and 
repenting, whofe repentance and reformation 
never. lath longer than the infIuence of the 
caufe that occafioned it. Whether of the& I 
ways they judged, his wordlappeared to them 
not to be confided in; their jealoufy was con& 
firmed, the fire was rckindIed, they judged 
their lives and- liberties were in danger from 
his power, and therefore it was to be re- 
trenched as much as pofible. Things were. 
now carried to that pitch, and mutual jcalou- 
fies raifed fo high, that the people could 
neither trufi the king, nor the king the people. 
Had they fubmitted to the king’s authority, in 
all probability they would have been crushed; 

And.. 



&II& tl?e king deemed refoloed not.to ftiffer a, 
diminution of*his di(uine power, as his courtiers ) 
and favour-ite prieits- perfuaded him that he 
was a divinhy ; and’weak heads-bxalted on an 
eminence, are always mad& giddy thereby. 
Ambitibus fpirits chnfe rather to reign in hell,, 
than ferve in heaven, 

The fuddeu Itarts of mifChief’and-‘treachery 
in the king, were a good foundation of jea-- 
loufy to the parliament and people; And 
when will not,&e inoreafe fire where there is 
fuel ? It increafed here to a flame, till th’e 
king was burnt in the fire which himfelf had 
kindled : for in him was fulfilled the threaten- 
iog of the Lord by, the prophet IfuiuS, (1. 1 I,) 
IMold all ye that Kindle a jre, that comp~s 
yourfihes abcut with..fparh : that walk in tke 
light of the fire a.-jd b the jjparkr ye have kindled. 
This jha;ll yi have of mine hand, yefiall lie down 
in Jrraw. And PO it came to pars with thole 
that had kindled the fire on*bath iides; and 
if the Lord hath executed the fier’cenefs of 
his wrath on them already,, will he do it 
again on us ? Doth he not know. w;hen to 
have done ! that the nation yet fait apd howl 
before the Lord, and rather pelt him with 
prayers, if I may fo fdy, than pray with true 
,@ty; Ear as &‘ah iaith, lvii. 4, Behold je 



f$L? for Jlriji- am! debflfd, and to/jr&e with the .- 
ji)i’ of wickedn$. 1s ‘this/u& a fa+ as I have 
chojb, a day for a man to a$%7 t!hJouZ? ?iWt 
thou call this a fa/i, and an acceptable day to tbe 

Lerd?LThey fafi, pray, and preach in fpite 
to their brqthrea ; .therefore rile that Jts ix 
heaven laughs them to fcornp and Las thn in 
der-i/ion : therefore this their rigbteou/n$ is as 
$Wy rugs, and they ought to pray Gsd to 
forgive <them the iniquity of their holy thugs. 
The wife (3od heareth not the prayers of 
fools ; becaufe they are foolifh prayers.- 
Not, but I would have this droning dayi for 
ever kept, to kew the world the mockery of 
religion ; how one party, pretending piety, 
calls on Gbd to pardon that fitl of .theirs 
which they never committed; while the other I 
party that Qid the a&on, and in like circume 
fiances would do it again, think it was an 
afiion worthy of as much praile w flabPing 
CL+& in the capitol. When there that did 
the a&on ruled, God was not mocked by a* 
national repentance for it, and yet in all ap-- 
pearance, he is not in better frizndfiip uith 
us, than he was with them, notwithitanding 
all our prayers,nnd penitence, which appear to 
be all in vain.; fince being yet continued, 
they have not yet anfwered‘their em), in mak- c 
kug atonembt and procuring pardon: and 

&lo 



no wonder, for God loves not fools, nor 
hypocrites ; and ,therefore wifely reje&s their- 
fooii(h, or hyppcritic;t& humiliation. Now- 
ever, it is very fit and aecefiry this day 
should be f&r ever kepti to re&nd kings that> 
if they are. de6rous &.liviag the ($2, they 
may expe& to die the d.h of that king . . 
which this day celebrates. , 

The Aame which%egun <in Engk;md, burnt - 
‘1 to the utmofi bounds of S&k& and reached I 

even to ZreJun$, where the Jr$$. to make ufe I 
. c& the advantage, c?&oycd 40,000 pr.o@anrs 

f’tt,led there, by innumerable a& of barba- 
r.Ety ; which, if only doRe to free themCAves . . 
from the Eag/z;’ yoke, whether countenanced 
by the king or not. C’ertain it is, that he 
regarded not. tb life of his pro&&ant fub- 
j&s; but the. onIy. thing he regarded was, 
that he might have fole dominion over them; 
to this end, h,e called for his.force$ from ?w- 

) kt~~d, that he might’ employ,them ag&A his 
parliament in &gland; whereby it’s plain, he 
judged that the fettling his own,authorit..y on 
the deitrubion of the confti~tion, was more 
neceffary, than revenging the blood of 40,000 
protefiaats, or fecuring Irulmd under the I 
*minion of the crown of &zgbrrd; and : 
&ereforie, ,he* either knaw, the. h-i$& papi& -. 

that v. 



378 %‘d Pih+S OfPRJESTCRAFT 

that committed tkofe maficres, were his 
friends, and he could trufi them to ikcure 
Ireland to his obedience ; or he was willing 
to lofe a kingdom, to have revenge of his 
proteitant fubje&s. An& he that thirits for x 
dominion by blood, or that endeavours to 
wade to it through a fea of blood, deferves 
a bloody reward .-In fhort, the coafequence 
was, what is very natural, and in fuch cafe 
will always be, that both king, courtiers,, and 
high-flying priefls on one fide, and the pi 
liament and peopJe on the other, &cured 
what power each party could for themfelves; 
6x- it was not Gfe for the pariiameit to trufi 
their perfons in the power of the king, nor 
did the king think it fafe, to trufl his power 
with their perfbns. And the iteps that ea& 
party took, but enraged the other; which 
of-aecef?ity terminated in the utter ruin of 
ooe of them. And as in nature the fame 
caufes will always. have the fame effe&; fe 
the fame circum ftances. would always produce 
the Gme event, was the affair aAed in any 
age or countr,y in the world.-It ha.ppened-at 
the end, of+eight years. inte.itirae wars which 
fallowed, to terminate by the death of the 
ting, and his death aloneauld put an end to 
the blood that was fpilt on his account. And 
&x it ws.better that ong man /Jhoyld die fw 
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the pcqde, &an the w?w& A!& pre&rvation of 

nation jbuld pm-j&. 

If ChcAs receieed his royal power from 
God alone, it is more than any king in th% 
world ever did.-But Charles m*i&ook h?s 
kingdom, for if was not of this wo&i; there 
fore he was removed out of it, to feek a 
better, for which he was doubUs better 

_, qualifkd ; for I don’t difpute the gbodnefs of 
the man, but the-goodnefs of the King; who 
feems to me to have been the reverie to what 

. f&me have ,faid. of kiRg David, that he was 
one of the Sej? cJf kings, but one of the war- 
EWZ. W hersas on the contrary, king Char/h 
who ‘tis faid w&s one of the befl of men, W;TS 
one of the wary? kings in the world, as arch- 
gilhop Laud was a very famous churchman, 
but a very iafamous chrifiian. As for r~- 
ligion, ‘tis certain Charles had enough in him. 
to fet up a Mhop, and a greater frock of that 
Gxt than kings ought to have. Yet this un- 
happy prince-deferves our Pity, as well as the 
nation under his government ; he being flu- 
pidlp inifruAed bye the pedant, hii dogma tical 
gather,’ in his ‘younger years, was fo fitted ia 
maturer age to. receive the malignant im- 
grefions of his fpiritual Laud and -count 
flatterers, who fowed thofe feeds in him, thah 
crowding tig, brought ruin to the nation an& 
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,bimfelf. And one would think, thzat hc b&g 
.made per-e@ through fu$%i~gs, and happy. 
before his natural time, it does not require a 
hundred years penance of a whole nation, for 
lending the f6ul of fo good a man, amow 
the fouls of the blead: and that the ex- 
&an&g a mgrta$ inglorious crown, for a 
crown ‘of immortality and giwy, was hch a 
fufficient and- fatisfafiory advantage to him, 
that he and his friends. have reafon to thank 
God and the nation, for fuch happy tranfla- 
Coon. And had it been done fooner, it had 
faved the lives of thoufands more thau it did. 
Necefity makes’things unlawful, to be lawful. 
That which juflifies war, in the defence, of 
the rights. and liberties .of the people, from 
tyranny from abroad, will jupLify whatever 
meafures necefity obliges people to ta,ke, to 
&fend their rights and liberties agaiuR tyrants 
at homa. But no man.b liberty or- property j 
ti now at all inrrrabd, every man, JItJ under 
his own dne, .and under hi& own fig-tree ; en- 
joys the fruits ,of his Iabour, and may worship ? 
God according to his confciesce,- if he has 
any good, confcienceat all; if his confcienee - 
don’t miflead him to overturn the #ate; and 
the confcieoce s. of all thofe that are led 
mr>re reafon-and hunxmiry .than hisnfelf; 

lo. all prob\ability, the prefljyterians <would 
ao~~, have. attempted to .over.turn the epifco’pal . 
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church, if that church, when governed by - 
archbishop La&, had not endeavo!Jred to 
overturn theni. It mufi,be owned, the church 
.was the ::ggreSx, 0;’ his tyr~~nica! ,behaviour 
over them in it, wl~‘ic:i~ had the favour and 
VproteAion of lover+1 power. As both king 
and pontiff confederated together, arid en- 
couraged each other, to humble and demolik 
-the power and liberty of. nonconformifis, 
both civil an,! religious ; “what was more naL- 
>,tural, than for them to fitand up in their own 
,defence, to grafp that power which was ca- 
pable of defending them againit both civil’and 
religious tyranny : and when they had grafped 
it, to ufe it as a Scourge on their adverfaries, 
and pay them in their o-wa coin by way df 

. retaliation ? .Men may talk what they will, 
that religion being the fubje& of the quarrel, 

-by the principles .of that religion they ought 
Dot to have gone fuch lengths w they did; 
the laws of religion will always fubfide *hen 
they are qgainfi -the laws of natuse, as foon 
.as nature *has .power pto *revail.; and they will 
;find reafons to comprehend the laws of reta- 
liation in their religion, which before appeared 
oppofite to it. For though the do&rine of 
loving our enemies may be preached, and em- 
braced in Sentiments when men have no ene- 

’ mi&, or may feem to be,embraced and prac- 
tifed, 

1 
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tifea, when retaIiation is out of their power4 
yet when the power is turned, t%e tables art 
turned ; when wrath prompts opportunity to 
a&ion, then you fhall hear another fort of 
religious do&rine maidtained‘by the &endant 
party ; then the vengeaance of Ihe Lord of h$s 
is to be executed to maintain his hcnour. 
Then you *find it commanded, + Seward SPY 
men as Jje hns rewarded you ; ngy more, double 
mto her double according to hey work: in th 
cup which fie hathjiled, j/l to her double, then 
‘torment and/arro.w, plugtzes, de&h, famine anij 
#r-e, follow to the conquered party. And 
this gives ‘joy to the conquerors. Thus It 
‘ever was, and thus it will ever be; men3 
.paCfions will dire& men’s con&& as pol?cy 
and power give liberty to thGr a&ions.- 
Tho’,revengeis not always laudabJe, yet it is 
generally jultifiable; becalrfe necefT&y to awe 
men in power, not to exerdife their power 
tyrannically and widkedly. Retaliation of 

‘injuries, not &exceeding meafnre for meafure, 
-is therefore jufi, needful, and proper to ‘be 
zxecuted, being that chiefly which awes the 
-wicked, and&keeps men within the bounds of 
duty or moral behaviour. If 3 allow that 

+chrifiians, as f&h, ought not to revengein- 

+ Rev. xviii. 6. 
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juries done them, yet it mvfi be allowed too, 
that chriitians are men, no more divefled o’f 
pafions than others, and thofe pafions have 
the fame influence, on the fame occafions, 
over chriflians as over other men ; :herefore 
they, in fuch cafes, will a& as other men, 
even as heretics and infid.1~ do ; for when was 
it known that ever they did otherwife ? I 
don’t think there is an infidt-1, d$? or L&I,I? 

. in’ the world would burn a man for his re- 
ligion, but if they were burnt by people of 
any religion, as foon as they had it in their 
power, they would defiroy the power of that 
religion; and reafon juf’t, and pra&ice good. 
And thefe (if they feared not God) would be 
as obedient to a mild and merciful king that 
aCted for his fu’bjeEts ,good, as’:ai!ry ftibje&s 
the king had ; but if like Safari on Job, he 
put forth his hand to defiroy their properties, 
and their Iiberties, and torment their flefh, 
they would be as 43 to rebel, and as zealous 
in the caufe as other men, that are prompted 
on to aCtion by the fury or enthufiafm of re- 
religion. And all men, religious or not 
religious, will do the fame when excited by 
opprejion, which makes a wzye man mad. 

\ 

He that redeems men from tyrannic power, 
and -brings liberty and peace to an enflaved 
:natjon, even tho’ it is but already begun, and 

a certain 
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a certain profpee of it appears ; he that from 
( fuch a itate, frees a kingdom by his virtue anti 
1 valour, is by nature a king, and born to reign, 
therefore has in himfelf divine right from God, 
his a&ions are a fufhcient proof of it ; and 
that ffavifb religion which is a friend to arbi- 
trary power in ihe, prince and priefi, in any 
nation, is inimical and’injurious to the,.peace 
and happinefs of mankind. And fuuch religion 
fhould be kep’t in a fiate of fubje&ion, ’ who& 
leaders and abettors are promoters of flavery- 
in civil and religious government. Both 
civil aud rehgious tyrants are fuch fail friends 
to each other, that they cannot well be fepa- 
rated ; they rife and’ fall together. 

One mq generally know the go&e/i of 
mens religion, by the fpirit that maintains it.5 
for the wore spinionsare geaeral)y Igaititainei2. 
<with the worfi fpirit by ‘ihafe ihat embrace 
them. And it is no wonder, if frupid prin- 
ciples or frantic opinions, fhould-have Aupid 
or frantic effeAs in praaice. By t&r fruits 
ye j%ad know them .--That reggion which 
teaches men to damn anti burn thofe that 
cannot embrace it, lought’ to .be condemned by 
all men. Better *would it be for mankind, 
-t&m maintain fuch religion, to extirpate af 
religion out of;the;world, It is more to the 

honoul 
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honour of God, to fay he requires no worfhip 
of us, than fuch a worfhip as makes man 
inhuman, and the world miferable. What is 
it -but religious inadnefs to affirm, that all 
men wiII be damned who are not of this or 
that faith, or who do not conform to this 
or that church difcipline, or fort of worship ? 
l?or f&zing thcfe’ all damn one another, don’t 
they all prove themfelves to be mad ? Needs 
there a greater proof, when neither party 
will be dire&ted bj cool, reafoti, which alone 
can cure their madnefs ? The’ furious an4 
bigotted fpirit is equally bad in all reli- 
gions; it is the fpirit of popery in them all, 
which nothing but time-and reafon can expel. 
-Anger and rage on one fide, breeds anger 
and rage on the other, Co does a perfecuting , 
fpiric in a church, itir up the fame fpirit in 
that which is petSecured. Thefe who are 
firft in the quarrel, are the caufe of the ef- 
feCt that follows. If the presbyterians per- 
[ecuted the epifcopal church, it was a fign 04 
a bad fpirit, but it was firit Krred up by 
the epifcopalians ; they were firft, a!d therc- 
fore grxatefi in fault; though not11 ing is more 
common than 
provoked , not 

to 
on 

lay the wht/e &me 
thofe that gave the 

on the 
provow 

cation ; and yet nothing is more wrong, for 
it is as natural for anger, indignation, &d 

VOL. III, R refeen!me&, 
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refentment, to a& from oppreaon, abraCe; 
and injury given, a§ for fire to kindle fire; 
and men muit be devoid of paflion to be 
otherwife, which is more than any men are. 
Therefore to the public peace:breakrrs all 
the confequences of. the public difiurbance 
are owing. 

0 ! ‘cry churchmen, the prZbyter?ans are a 
rack of wicked rogues, they pulled down the 
church ! Nay, Cay I, not fo ; for they po&Ked 
themfelves of the churches, and Co became 
churchmen. -But the church folk pulled down 
the meeting-houfes, in my‘ l&e, and would 
have pulled down all, in the nation, if they 

. had not been itopped by force. Was not this 
religious high-church frenzy and fanaticifm ? 
though this very party called the other fana- 
tics ! ii, madmen know not their own mad- 
nefs, ad think others #map :, but the church- 
mea, to have been even with the IIQBCOII- 
formi&, Mead of pulling down their meet- 

’ ing houfes, fhould have gone and preached ito 
them. The prefiyterians indeed pulied down 
the common prayer, becaufe God Qould not 
be on the fide of the church ; for if* they did 
not pray, to be fure the Lord could not hear 
t lem, and they could not pray without book, 
ret&he fame- time the prel’byterians themfelves 
pay’d for dear life--:md liberty to pray. 

,‘But 
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But fuppof’e they did pull down the church, 
was not the church as bad which would have 
pulled down the prefbyterians at the fame 
time ? They wanted not will, but <power. I 
don’t fuppofe any nonconformifis would have 
had any intention or thought of robbing the 
church of her bishops and godly gear, >if 
archbifflop Laud had been a good man, and 
not, like a wolf in fheep’s cloathing, have 
Grried Chrifi’s fheep in his fpiritual courts. 
No doubt but the church migti have dro~d 
in peace, had fhe let her Gfter church toned 
in peace. But at the end, the fortune of 
war turned for the diCfenting-party, and what- 
ever party lofe the day, they mufi be at the 
mercy of thofe that get it. ThoCe that fali 
undermofi mufi iubmit to them that get 
uppermok What was the fate of tZle epif- 
copalians and common-prayer mongers, would 
have been the fate of the presbyterians, had 
they lolt the field. But they fought with the 
Spirit, as well as prayed by the fpirit ; and it 
happehed at that time to help their inF)mities. 

Indeed, in my opinion, it is the faireit way of 
living to live and let live, not to hive any 
bufinels monopolized. Religion, like trade, 
ought to be free. It is befI dealing at an, l 

open market ; by that means we have a more 
realonable choice, and at a more kafonable 

R2 rare; 



388 T%e Pillars of PiuksTcxmr 
rate. When you have only &!@z’s choice, 
you mufi pay Ho&J~‘s price. Payfons, when 
they find people can by no means help them- 
klves, but mufi deal with them aloqe, are as 
grqat extortioners as any pawnbrokers what- 
ever. W,hy i$ould not every man chufe for 
himfelf in fpiriruals, as well as in tempordls, 
and buy thofe wares he likes bef), or thinks 
he has moft need of, feeing he muit pay for 
them. Religion is a thing of choice, and .he 
Eas no religion, that never chore any himfclf, 
for himfelf ; but if he feems to have any, it 
is the rcligion of another he puts on, but not 
his own. It was the religion of the gerfon 
that firft chafe it, but is not his that wearsit, 
and that perfon might, perhaps, be his great 
grandfather’s great grandmother ; and it may 
have been, of a very different f&ion from 
his, worn in the family till it becomes <quite 
thread- bare. Many families have religion by 
hereditary right, and this they take to b-e divine, 
but if it was fo, it would be by ele&7~on and 
p-ace, both on the fide of Chrifi and the 
chriflian, Let either of, them chufe Grft, 
they mufi both chufe ; or *elCe neither does the 
profeffor chufe Chrilt, nor Chrifi the proferor. 
Therefore, in the day of judgment, will not 
Ghrifi fay to fuch, L>fpart frcm me, I kndw 
)PU noi; and the profdor, if he fpeaks the 

truth, 
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truth, muft anrwer, I\!tr do Ikncwyou. What 
grill become of thefe in that day, the day mufi 
declare .-But fhould any be fq honeit ,(for in 
that day men may be allowed to (peak the 
truth) as to fay, the priefis of his country 
would not let hitn chufe, for they would 
damn him if he did. And I fuppofe this will 
be the complaint of millions. Let the prieffs 
look to it. I think it is but jut? that rhcy 
fiould be dam&d for ‘em. If any had liberty 
to chufe fur himfelf, but depended on the 
priefi to chufe for him ; how can he thiuk it 
unjuft, that the priefi fhould be Caved for 
him. But as priefls in all fuch cafes, chufe 
for others what is mofi confiitent with their 
own inter&, they are paid here., therefore it 
is unreafonable for them tq expe& to be paid 
again hereafhr : therefore both there we may 
reckon the.Lord’s chaff, which he will wiu- 
now from him with the fan of his word.- 
And iuppofe one is called to the bar, who, 
upon being af’ed his religion, declares UPOP 
his confcience, that as he lived in fuch days of 
fury, wherein every religious party damned 
each other, for fear of being damned (by all 
the relt) he chore none; and not thinking it 
Lfe to depend on mercenary priefis, thought 
it better to preferve an honeit confcience, and 
w place his whole dependence on the mevjtr 

83 Of 
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cf the /On, or the inPrcies of the fat&er on%. 
Will not the fin or the father take pity c# 
him, think you, and fave him for ‘his honefly 
and fidelity, if not for faith and formality- 
fake ? God cannot condemn a jufi man, and 
be jufi himfelf. l3ut he whofe faith and 
worfhip makes him inhuman and injurious to 
men, mifiakes the true God for Mo.‘och, or 
&‘@, and he that makes his here) the motive 
of his choice, infiead of ferving the God of 
heaven, he ferves the god of this world, 
world(v power, and a ~LJOTJU’~ d/po/irion. Men 
that will not do jufiice here, will furely there 
feel jufiice done them, for the devil is jufi in 
his own dominions ; how elfe can he be the 
txecurioner of juflice ? and there mufi be 
jnitice in hell, if there is mercy in heaven, 

Nothing I think chews more the govern- 
ment of a good God, or his regard of this 
world, than that great criminals armed with 
power receive condign punifhment in it ; for 
what they receive in another world, thofe in 
this, know nothing of: therefore God’s con- 
duti in that world, is no proof to us of his 
inoral charaAer in thir. *Certainly power and - 
greatnefs cannot fa&ify wickednefs in high 
y!aces. If it be criminal to condemn great 
criminals, jufiice is all a farce, and power i$ 
only right; whether it be executed rightly or 

no i 
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~0; and potter is facred in them that have it, 
howfoever it be profanely ufed, and impioufly 
proitituted for the fcreening villainy, and the 
worfi of all villainy that of tyranny. C&r 
was a tyrant, becaufe he overturned the con- 
Stution of his country. Charles did not this, 
becaufe he could not ; but he endeavoured to 
reduce the itate iato an abfolute monarchy. 
C,+r knew how to procure to him&If favour- 
able opportunities, and make the belt ufe of 
them. Cbarh knew neither. Cctfir warred 
with glory, but Char/~ was inglorious in all 
his wars, and never fhewed more bravery 
than when it leafi became him, in the unnc- 
celfary war he raifed againfi his own fubje&s. 
In one refpe& they may be compared together ; 
6 when we refIc& upon the pradigious number 
4 of men, whufe death, poverty, or flavcty 
‘ they occafioned, we can hardly forbear ab- 
6 hot-ring them. Their fo@ood and nmbition 
6 brought on a ci.vil war. They ufed the 
4 arms of their country for the oppreifion of 
‘ their country.‘,’ The people-indeed in Rome 
and Britain did not tamely fubmit : therefore 
rhey that made the noble fiand for the liberty 
of free-born fubje&s in oppofition to tyanny, 
are damned by their filvourites and prielts, 
who endeavoured to enflave mankind by their 
wicked counfels and do&rines, and, lead weak 

I 
Rh > heads 
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heads to their own undoing. Had it not been 
for rhtir ambition to rule as they ought not, 
both might have liwd und died in pence. He 
that makes a prince’s head giddy with unlaw- 
ful power, paves the way for his defiruftion. 

We blame that age, but not our own. 
?‘hey put a bad king to death. We expelled 
another, not kiiled him ; becauCe his heels 
filved his head. But we do worfe than they, 
when we blame our redeemer, the ILLUS- 
'I‘ R 1 o LT s if"i'L i.. rA'&f, for the aRim of redeeming 
us, and fet:iivg iibtrty on t4at glo* iour fo/dndabcn 
b0 wKLlI it ZIOW Jt~4nds. We were again re- 
deemed by the bravery and coodu& of another 
JYILLIAM, from flavery rolling on like a 
rielugc, and him, and that very glory which 
freed the nation, we now depreciate. They 
cut off a bad that was troublefome to the 
lady ; we have feveral times rebelled againR 
our head, in which Ihe @, j$Gy, and heal&h 
bf tile lob’y Ape&s, againfl thofe that have 
Lttled and fecured thofe civil- and religious 
liberties to US, which they prayed and f&ght 
for ; and is d&able and acceptable to all 
wife and good men, in all nations and in ail 
ages. 0 let this day be for ever kept, to 
perpetuate the infamy of his tyrannic reign, 
and the ho&n& and power of high-church, 
that it is capable of making one, who was fo 
. grea r 
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great a’ ii&-m in his life,- fo glorious a hint 
and’ martyr at his death ; confecrating not 
only the man, but tyranny, opprefflon, and 
bigotry ; and ‘that generations- yet unborn 
may know the hard and bloody itruggle their 
anceftors had to pre%rve the liberty they hdve 
conveyed to them, and awake to the lenfe of 
its ineitimable value. And whenever they 
are in like danger ,of lo&g it; let them cry 
unto the LQrd,. aad. Cay in the words of his 
prophet of, oldi * Awake, awake, put on 

Jrength, 0 arm of the Lord; awake. us in ths 
ancient days, in the generations of old. Art not 
thou the fame arm that haJZ wtunded the proz&; 
and hewn the dragon .iH pieces ? * 

It <cannot be denied, that &ions are known 
to be good or evil by the intentions and con- 
fequences, Now to judge by this maxims 
she putting king Charles to death, being in- 
tended to put an end to civil wars, and the 
confequence was, that it did fo, and prevented 
the death of maiy men, and valuable members 

. 

of the ‘commonwealth, every. bne of which ’ 
could not be lefs ufeful to the public, than 1 
the king. For how could he be ufeful to 
the public, who deRroyed the peace, pro- 

* Ifaiah Ii. 9. So the old tranffaaim renders-r@ 
latter part of the ver&. 

R 5 per tie? 



perties, and lives of tba pirblic ?--If he was 8 
king appointed by God, he was fuch a king 
over this i&tad, as the &rk was, tvhich 
devoured the frogs, whom ~q!&t. kac to 
rule over tbcm .-To pkad or pretend, tha% 
it is for men%&, fuch kings are commifioned 
-by heaven to rule over the&~,’ is an ignorant 
f’ubterfuge ; for do t‘hey make IIM rt/i /GJ%!, 
and not rather mu& grecpter #‘MWS &an they 
were before? trnlefs re&k-y and llp&er, tAc 
necefiry confequeaces of war, are fro fins. 
Does God punish fin with fin ? or does fin 
make an atonement for fin ? if fo, a lefs degree 
of fin difpleafes God, but a greater degree 
propitiates him. Or does God dilapprovc 
of fame fort of fins, and approve of others ? 
If he does, it may be hoped, that the fin of 
putting 

for ihe 
king 
fins 

Charfcs to death, might atone 
of the king, and of the nation 

committed on Ris account, as teafonably as 
the iin of -putting Chtif# t6 dath, atone8 for ’ 
the fifJS of men. Is’ heaven more pieakd with 
earth when fet: in a tumult, or is there fome- 
times a d&order in the divine mihd, atid 
allayed by the diforder of mankind ? This, 
as my reafon informs me, is a falfe and flupid 
imagination. Does God regard then in fuch 

. degree, 
dignity 

as 
4Y 

they, are advanced to power and 
men ? Is his judgment conduCted 

bY 
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by M~YJ in tile e&nation of thiugs ? I: am. 
fure, if God exalts men in and. over tlg ita*, 
according to the value he has for them, ow 
judgments are not cogdu&ed by hiJ.--Kin@ 
reign by divine right, wh-en they reign as 
they ought; but to iay they reign by divine 
right, when they trample upon right divine, 
upon law and juftice, and reign as they ought 
not, is a facrilegious do&rioe, and profaniug, 
if not blafphemiug, divine nature. If the 
perfoas of kings are divine, and &red in the 
iight of God, let them rule as they will, then 
power is divinity, and authority is ,iaaEiity ; 
and lawlefs fway may be lawful government ; 
then the ofice of a king is not an ordination 
for the public good , but the public were or- 
dained for his good, and then to be Pure, 1 
God makes the people for the fake of the 
king ; and his life alone, is of more value 
than the lives or all the kingdom. If fo, 
what the high priefi fpake, by the iafpira- 
tion of the Holy Ghofi, is not true, that ‘ir 
is better one man die, than the nation per$!b 
If this was true when applied to Chriff, 
one would think, as Charles was not, to be 
f’ure, To good a man, it was better, at leafi 
to the people of this land, for their temporal 

J?ati, that their fovereign Charles fhould die to 
fave the further effufion of the nation’s blood,. 

R6 and 
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and their liberty, than that the Lord Chr(~? 
should die to fave -the temporal fiate of the 
Jgw?, which was all that Cuiaphas meant, 
though tbe Holy GhofI might have a further 
meaning. If God only regards’ kings, -and 
the good of the people are below his notice, 
as muit be the cafe, if the do&rine of pairive 
obedience and non-refinance be right; t,hen 
are the .people in evi1 cafe ! in evil cafe no 
doubt ! But this is contrary to what we are 
taught, that Gad is no refpe&?er of perfons, and 
if a fpnrrow cat;n:t full to tbe gvound without 
his notice, and we are better than they, in his 
fight ; if he takes care of oxen on4 for our 
@k(Jt, fure we ought to take care of being 
gored, for our own fakes, by any perfon 
armed with power, or claiming a- power over 
us, ‘Tis reafonable to th’nk that ihofe to 
whom God has a peculix regard to, more 
than to other men, he has given them fame 
,grtarcr endowmeots of body or mind, more 
,than he has to other men ; but if nothing of 
this appears in them, how does the proof of 
it appear ? It feems alfo reafonable to believe, 
that God guards his peculiar favourites in a 
peculiar manner , and yet what king cares to 
trult himfe’elf to God’s guard only, if he can 

* x Car, ix, g, 10. 
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get other guard beiide ?--That this dhine 
right fhould be indefea/ibk and here&tar-y too, 
is fuch a piece of pr;e&raft and imp~jtion on 
the common underftandings of men, that there 
is no man of any common UnderBanding, but 
what muft fee the folly, abfurdity; and villainy 
of it. Let them produce the original grant, 
warrant, commifion, or indenture, written 
above, figned and fealed below, and the 
wi tneifes. ‘Tis not fit we should take the 
prieft’s word, who afI&ts what he is ignorant 
of, or contrary to what he knows: H6 that 
does, will be priefi-rid with a witnefs; it 
being an evident witnefs of prieRly impofition. 

-Or to prove that any particular line of pt inces 
are Co eminently exkllted above the refi of all 
mankind, to have their authority from God 
alone; fure they ought to be proved to be 
defceadants from above, that the firA of the 
race came down from heaven, or was begotten 
by Come God originally, aot an imoginnry but 
a real God, not Jove or Mars, whofe god- 
fhips are now dead and b&e? ; and that the 
breed has not degenerated down to manhood. 
Let the aKertc$ of this do&rine alfo prove 
that the Stuatll race are of this heaven-born 
blood ; for I think they have never conferred 
that h~naur on any other family, nor preached 
the do&ine of pufive Mienrc to any other’ 

princes, 
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princes, an honf72r peculiarly great to z&m of 
all others ; becaufe they of ail others deferved 
it fo little ? This is ail they have to prove, 
and if they cannot prove this 0~8 thibg, of 
their indefeajbh hereditary r&#, who have 
a&-ted it with fo much warmth, cafl!ing about 
fire-brands, qrrw~r,’ and death to fupport and 
vindicate it, and therefore ought to have been 
very fure, they were very right in doing fo : 
1 fay, if they cannot prove this, who can 
believe them in any other point, or, who 
ought to believe them without producing their 
authentic credentials ? . 

He that fuffers fuch do&rines to be preached 
to him, or of him, has a mean bead, and a 
montrous heart ; for he mufi be a man of meav 
judgment, and a mvn$‘er in the judgment of 
other men that have underfianding.--Jf we 
go to fcripture for our rule, God gave to. 
David and to his defcendants the kingdom of 
.$jaei by oath; and yet God chafe rather, not 
to iniifi too firitily on the performance of his 
oath, than difbblige his people. Nay, God 
gave ap his own prerogative rather than their 
liberty. He let them have a’ Ring to their 
mind, and let the king have a God to his 
mind. God himfelf did not force men to 
%vw&ip him contrary to their own incli- 
Bations. If therefore any officious fet c& men 

pretend 
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pretend to regard men’s l&vice of%od, more 
than God regards rqens fervice, it is for their 
own iervice they make @bfe pretenfions, and 
fhew ~4 Peal for God, .ih an ungodly manner. 
And wiq fhouId any eaithly king $ifi oa his I 
prerogative, mori than the kiog of king9 
infiits on his ; feeing * in time paj be fij%e~ 
all nations to walk in their own ways. God 
furely knows better, what he has to do, and 
how to do his will, than man does, .jf m;b~ 
can ferve God better than God can firve him; 
feif, God may be obliged to man for Sxviag 
him ; but if God cannot be obliged by man’s 
fervice, man can only ferve himfelf ia ferviog * 
God.-But what if God gave the kingdom of 
IJrael to David, and his fans, by divine her-p: 
ditty right, what’s that to us ? How came 
thi: tranfition from lfrael to &a&land, and 
from Daltrid tb 2BW+t 3 Our- ConRitution of 

I government is as different from theirs, as that 
people, time, and place, are different from. 
ours. They bad propbets that ,knew. the will 
of God, and received their revelation from 
hii ; but our jt?ejJ k&w’ tie more of the 
WI1 and riveiation of God, than we do; for 
they know no n&re of it than what they read., 
and we know as much, and anderfiand it as 
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~11. B&d&; tht go& gives no ruie a&out. 
notionat gcrzhrnment ;’ thei-efore God jeaves attl 
cbrij’iun nations to walk in their own ways, 3s 
he did the nations-in time pa/, Therefore it 
is not the bufinefs of chriftian priefis to dire& 
chrifiian g%vernors ;. ‘tis. iinpertinent: in them 
to prefcribe. or meddle in fiate-matters, unlefs 
their afiltanceor advice i9 called for, or com- 
manded ‘by the Rate.. And as Chr$‘s king- 
‘dam was evidently not of this world, what have 
they. to do to interfere and concern then&elves 
‘with worldly kingdoms ‘and afiirs. flu ifI 
came to feet us free, and is it their bufinefs, 
who profefs to be his fervants to enflave us ? 
It is both ridiculous and infolent, for the fer.- 
vant to pretend to have more authority than 
the mafler ; the fervant is net greater than his 
Loyd. How then can thofe who .call them- 
felves Chriit’s minifiers, pretend to worldly 
power and authority, when their maiter had 
none, . bad. not wberc to& i$ his besd.’ Were 
they to have no wages, but what their mafter 
Chri& is to give them, there would be ver.y 
few but what would quit his fervice ; though 
thofe Chriit fends, ‘he wili no doubtreward. 
They that pretend to have their mifion from 
him, not from the flate or the people, and 
therefore claim civil dominion, claim what 
their mailer never did, should have no re- 

ward,: 
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ward, but fuch as he thinks fit to give them, 
from whom they pretsnd to be fent: for this 
very good reafon, betide thgy aflume a ty- 
rannical authority over thofe on whom they 
ate dependents for their livings, and who pay 
them their wages ; efpecially when humility 
and obedience to lawful kings and magifirater 
is their lawful and jufi duly, that they may, 
by their example, teach men to lead q&r cind 
peacrable lives in all godlinefs and honeJy. 
Their doQrine and behaviour ought to be 
fuch, as may bring glory to God, peace on earth, 
and good-will to mm. This is gofpel ; and- this 
is the bufinefs of the minijers of the go[pel. 
They ought not to Zgrd it over Gcd’s heritage. 
Their duty is not to rule, but to obey, not 
to ufe force and violence, but meeknefs and 
initrufiion ; both in life ‘and doSine pro- 
moting righteoufnefs. 

Be it known to all kings ,aud princes, that 
thofe who preach unlimited obedience to 
them, do it for -,fome bafe end ; but wiIJ 
pra&if’e it no more than thofe that maintain 
oppofition in fome cafes to be lawful and jufI, 
for there is no fuch obedience in man’s nature ; 
they preach a doArine unnatural which cannot 
be pra&ifed, and therefore will be no more 
regarded by them than by others : for fuch 

do&rines 
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do&rines of religian as are againfi name, 
whatever glofs may be put upon them, carmnot, 
and wilj, not be ‘obeyed; and are therefore 
arbitrary, tyrannical, and unjufi. Religion 
should reltraia and regulate mens paffions, 
not prefiime to crticify or extirpate them; for 
-that is a prefumptuous aiming to make men 
other creatures than ever God defigned them ; 
therefore fuch aime are equally fiupid and 
wicked. Should any king put forth his hand 
to opprefs the clergy, as king Charles opprefid 
his fubje,jeCfs, and Laud the laity; the clergy 
will be as ready as z~y other men to b!ow &E? 
drumpet of fed&n, and the alarm of war; nor 
will they be content with bare exescifiag their: 
fiiritual terrors in the next world, aod fuffer- 
ingsin this. The battle will be the h-d’s of 
whatever regiment in religion the clergy be ; 
and I have aIways obfaved;rthat the mo& 
zealous affertors of pafflve obedience, have 
been men of the moIt refiiting and turbulent 
tempers. That they lore tyranny, is very 
apparent, becaufc they always promote it; . 
and always deify that king who deifies them ; 
who gives his power and dominion to them ; 
though by his afiions he be apparently the 
G/e/ of men: which fhews, in the mot%, glar- 
ing light, their extreme partiality, being al- 
ways read3 to Canfiify and applaud whatever 

mtin 
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men or meafures contribute to their advaht&& 
to heap on them weaIth and dominion, though 
Ihey are of the darkefi,hue that moral charac- 
ters can repreGent+ 

Gq.l who for the good of man, fpavednrt 6;~ 
turn fin, For the good of the kingdom, fpared 
not the king ; efieeming it\ belter that one IWZ 
J;hould diefor the people, than the natfsn per;/i. 

‘Nor does it appear to me that the one was leI2 
neceKary in the different nature and reafon of 
thing than the other. For had the nation fub- 
mitted to the king’s will, it had, in all pcrad- 
venture, remained enflaved at this day; for 
when his vengeance had been irritated by op- 
pofition, in all probability there would have 
been no cud, till tyranny had efiabliked its 
feat by blood, and popery-by fixe, -But what if - 
the church had not been fubje& to the pope at 
Rome, if it ere&ed a pope at CanterJury, would 
that have mended the matter ? What if it hag 
not all the popifh trumpery and ceremonies, if 
it had her tyranny and cruelty, how would the 
matter have .been mended ? His grace of Can- 
fel.bury was ‘graciously pleafed to declare, that 
be hoped to/Pe the time when newer a Jack gentie- 
?ndn in Englandho& dare tofland zor’ih his hat 
on before the mcanej ptiej. This was fufficien’t 
to fhew, that he drove at making every, gcntle- 
man fervile and iubmiffive to every mean fpiri- 

tu+ 
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taal tyrant, and that he hoped to make alE 
prie0.s rampatat in power. 

Though I may have feemed to have treated 
the divine right of king C~arlcs without divine 
homage or veneration, yet if we confider right- 
1~ of the matter, there was a fort of Alhnna/r~n 

* &vtnz?y, fomething like trini y in mity l m the 
fa,mify ; for fuch as Charles was, fuch was the 
f ther yarnes, and fuch was JnmeJ the fin, in 
majeflic prerogative co-equal, in religion co- 
external. As was the tree, fuch was the fruit. 
And as we found the fruit naught, we contra- 
di& ourfelves to mourn over the tree, as if it 
had been good, which there was judged to be 
a necefity to cut d.own. Our fathers began the 
ff ruggle for liberty againa an arbitrary family, 
and we finished it with glory. Can that which 
is glori.ous in us, be inglorious inthem ?. ‘They 
for the peace and fecurity of the fIace, cut off 
the head of the fathec ;, we,, for the fame reafon, ’ 
cnt off the tail of the Ton ; though it had been 
been better for us if we. had cut off his head 
alfo. But this was the. judgment of God exe- 
cuted upon them, . that he might have mercy 
upon US ; for his judgments are always mixt l 
wiih mercy. Such judgments the Lord threa- 
tened to his 1jPael of old, * 530 Lord. will cht 

* Ugiah ix. 14, 



one day. 

If we may judge of men’s difpoli tions by their 
&ions, if the tree be known by fts fruit, this 
prince wa6 certaiuly weak in his judgment, ob- 
fiinate, and vinditiive in his temper, and very 
infincere as hypocrites are ; aud therefore no 
wonder if he affe&ed to be thought religious, 
and fo fond of ignorant devotion and religious 
ceremonies, that he became a flave to prieits; 
and endeavoured, as .tutored by them, to inflave 
the people. Though it muit be confeffed, tk 
king had a conrcience, and a very great one ; 
for when he had to do with the confciences of 
others that were different from his, it fwaliow- 
ed them all up, as rlaron% -rod fwallowed up 
the rods of the Egvpti~n&fagi, And ‘tis we11 
known, .thzrt th’e rod of the priefi’s power al-” 
ways endeavours to fwailow up 41 other power, 
and often goes fo,- In C’hdvIeer’s younger years 
he was lodked on ‘by all that knew him to be 
of a Qery obfiinate difpofition, which his mo- 
ther mu& lamented ; and publickly confeifed, 
that fiefeared ht’ would live io be the ruin of bin-la 

~25 and otcajm tb .i’o/j oftbe tbrte kingdoms by 
his 2lj?inacy.- If any thing hindered him 
from being a pa@, it was his love of preucga- 
five ; for notwithfianding the firi&nefs of the 
IQWS agamfi papifis at the beginning of hisl 

reign, 
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reign, he granted them a general pardon a+nd 
indulgence ; and declared, it WLIS l,is will that 

al/ the laws bgainj them JhouCdJand d@arged. 

Thus he early difcovered himfelf a friend to 
popery and tyranny--And as the king and 
@&hood g&+d at absolute authority, and 
ism-ea&d in t&e exerciCe of it strer the people, 
ib the dire efE&s of their tyranny and cruelty 
increafed. Their new invented and ereCted 
high-commifion courts and fiar-chamberwere 
searly related to popifh inquifition,’ by 
which monArows cruelties were committed, 
and prodigious fines idpofed on great numbers 
of perfons, fame of whom were men of the 
beit reputation, parts and learning, of which it 
may not be improper to give a fampie, where- 
by to judge of others. 

Mr. Prynne, for refleQing on the court and 
archbishop Lavd io,his wri#agQ -was pr&cut- 
ed in the Oar-chamber, and fentenced to pay 
50001. to the king, to ftand twice in the pil- 
lory, to have both his ears cut off, one at each 
time, to be afterwards imprifoned during-plea- 
fure without ufe of pen, ink or paper, and to 
be ffigmatized on both cheeks with S. L. de- 
noting a feditious libeller. 

Twoor three years after, the fame Pvynne, 
and BaJwick, and Burton, for writing fame 
+ reflec- 
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Rf!e&ons on the hierarchy and government, 
were fencenced to pay 50001. each to the king, 
$0 itand in the pilbry, to have their ears cut 
off, and P~ynne that part of hii ears which were 
deft. 

Mr. 30th ti&olrrne for writing ‘m Mr. 
Prynne’s vindication, was condemned by arch- 
Aikop Laud in his L&-chamber to be wbipt 
with a treble knotted cord frbm the E&t prifoa 
,to WeJtnhzer-ball, and had 500 la&s. 
bfterwards ia this deplorable and \bloady con- 
dition he was obliged to itand in the pillory, 
and was there gagged for 
cruel and barbarous ufage. 

complaining of this 

Dr. Leighmz for offending the hierarchy, 
was fentenced to pay 10,000 1. to the king, 
and by two of Loud’s officers was hurried into 
a molt dilmal &h in N$gmiFeTi$ Amofi 
two days without food, and his effetis feized, 
received when very ill thirty-fix firipes with a 
treble cord, afterwards flood in the pillory all 
bloody as he was almoit two hours in a time 
of frof) and fnow, had there one ear cut off, 
one nofiril flit, and one of his cheeks brandhd 
with a red hot iron, then carried away to the 
F’/elt prifon again by water ; and that day fe- 
ven-night the Cores on his back, nofe, and face 
not being cured, he WQS again wbipt and pii- 

3 lored 
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lored in Chtwp/ide, and there had the remainder 
of the fentence executed, by cutting. off the 
other ear, fiittitlg up the other noflril, and 
branding @e other cheek. 

Tnnumerable were the torments and troubles 
of the.ftlbje&ls, in the reign of this pious king. 
And wherever the clergy reign, or a bigotted 
prince, they damn the laity, that is, they make 
them damned J:jves or udlains : and if they 
drive them to heaven, it is through hell. None 
facrifice to VZU~~OM more devoutly thah they. 
When tyranny is intended to be eltabiitied, it 
is the work of mercenary p&its to begin th‘e 
faliy againft common fenfe : the better to bub- 
ble, bully, and inflave the people, the terrors 
of damnation are of f&red ufe : by there they 
endeavour as much as in them lies, to annul 
all the, laws that iecure to the people their 
rights and properties. Laws cannot pofibly 
be of any fervice, if they may not be defended, 

’ againfi a powerful robber and perverter of 
them. Or againfi a band of men combined to 
rob the nation of their properties ahd privileges, 
which are as much their right, as what the 
king holds by law is his, becaufe both hold 
-them by the fame rightful power, the law 
of the nation ; and therefore fubjeEis have 
equal right to poffefs and defend, what the law 

gives 
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gives them, as the fovereign has. NOTHING 
1s MORESACRED THANLA,W;.~~~S thepower 
of wifdom and goodnefs, or both, united for a 
good end,‘and is Nled JUSTICE; Ii isj#k 
that iz law. juftice is the proper ruling power, 
not the power of the ruler; for poweris given to 
a ruler, to a political head,for the fake pf main- 
taining jufiice. To tranfgrefs thelaw,isa crimi- 
nal thing ; it is doing what is not jufi, and there- 
fore renders the tranf&eKor criminal, and m 
unjufi perfon, whoever he be ; for the law is 
like Gocl, which is God’s law, it is no re/pe&r 
of perfons ; and the law of nature is the nature 
of that law. When the political head there- 
fore is become unjua, it is unnatural to the 
body politic, and offendsit; ought not then 
the f . gQael which-iijys, __ --* 
* If iby right eye; rr ‘g ht band, (or pr’incipal memo 
her) o@d thee, cut it fl, and c(aJz it from thee ; for 
it is pre~hdle far t&t tht Oneof t8y memhvj9e+%, 
rather than th who& body ; for defprate difcafes 
mufi have de@erate remedies ; though it ought 
not to ‘be in the power of pope, priefi, enthu- 
fiafi, or any private, particular pe&n, to de; 
termine the public garticuiar cafe ; but it re- 
fides in the united power of the public body, 

l Matthew vi. 29, 30;~ 

v 0 L. III, 8 



fran which, the’ I&d rei;eiu+d its ,po’~et & 
being h&c$ f6L: the united gaod. of the bdy, 
pr the public. For this lmdixi, hey cider 
their p&m bn one ‘perf& and ve& their au-, 
thsrit~~ ia him, twtdbr hi$ gaod iu ,opp&tM 
t0 theiriS, WtW tiir&G &0&i* &jut&ion’ 
w+rh his. CoAdering the &I& ~163 iotention 
Oftheir i&ion, it is-a power bn?, not given t 
it k their power who arC hders, an& 6he$ are 
the bdy~who have it ‘ia the&&Ives by tiatirral 
right, that: k, and that m~ly i<2Gze; aad’lie 
that receives it f&m &-em; &s ‘it bythe fame 
tight ; Bat has 6. right ,t~~poff’$s or execute it 
longer than he righ$ul’ll ul’es it. He that has 
1c$I his condu& ctinnbt ,be a condu%tor, Of 
hi-in that p&v&s what% lent ‘him, to hisawn 
dk, in prejudice to the laid& ; ecktainf~ the 
~&iihqi;ti :9&&t &bdeaiad-&e @?io~a-ifon 
of wh&t he lmt, anid cYbR& himn -3 I$? fdFC$ 
md ~~~~Izww, when&r EWUIS fa$ l& law 
can biid men d&n fir lktter fir war- till 
death, if they’ are aggrieved, arid can find g 
remedy, IIO .more in p&t+,. t&m in., ph&l 
cafes. No laws* ofGod of- name oi$ge. su,zy 
perfofl. 0~ ppls~ QB: rem& mi&zrable if thq 
CUR k+c+ hat mikqymd .make tlqemfdm 
happy. To expel or kill a gwernor, un- 
doubtedly puts tt&th &td &V&OD~ ; but 

2 .I r, ” - iden 



when his life puts a nati& into comb&mo, 
then his expulliaaar death& &ecwiy&y. 
When a difeafe is w, the cure is’ gQod q If 
the rem&y is a@~-&sa the dife&, soi muIt 
*feek another i bnt @nc .&‘cs a&nit of b-at oue 
remedy, one .met,hod of curi, and iq ihofe iares 
.that rnu.fi be had, or none. Let, the remedy 
be whai it will, it is not the i& good beraufe 
it is public; noi’% juitice the I& j&ice, be- 
caufe it is’dolit iir ‘a julti&ry way:-?% extort 
money from a nation coatra,rp to law, is a na- 
tional plandel;, and public rapine. Ad WC ali 
know what puaifhqent the law pronouaces on 
highway-robbers. Do they who rob a whole 
nation defeive lefs punishment than thofe who 
rob only fin$e perfons ? or ought great cri- 
minals to ,efcape with l $punity, aod little cri- < .I 
‘&xals‘ bP‘fj7 MRi~’ ’ &‘iii cjiifiierati cafes, is if 
nat expedient that one man die far the people, thut 
tke natiora perifi not 3 

I , ” 
? * _ . ;; -4. 

Mr. Gordon,, &at Hercukan rcasO~~~,-in his 
difcourks OQ Tkirrus *, fays, L, Aa ~b$&~te 
prince is of all sthers t&k&* iT&k+e, ro he 
proceeds bylno rul& if lawi’!Ii&n have nd rule 
of Safety; he a&s by violence, and violence is 

* Vd. I. p. x06: 
l s2 the 
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the only remedy againit him. Hie a&s of 
cruelty upon particulars, whether done for re- 
venge.or prevention, do but alarm other par- 
ticulars to.Gve themfelves by defiroying him. 

+ It is rare for a prince limited by laws, and 
content with his power, to reign in forrow, or 
die tragically, as it is uncommon for thoie who 
hsve no bounds fet them, or will buffer none, to 
efcape a miferable reign and onbloody end. 

+ The people likewife expe& complajfance 
from a prince, expe& to have their fentiments 
and humours confidered ; while the prince 
probably thinks that they have no right to form 
sny judgment of public matters, or to make 
any demands upon him, but on thecontrary-re- 
q tlires of them blind reverence and obedience to , 
his authority; and rcquiefcence in his fuperior 

‘condnA and fkill, that all his doings kould 
pafs for jufi ; himfelf for a perfon altogether 
facred and unaccountable ; and his words for 
laws. If their behaviour towards him do not 
happen to fquare exaaly with thde his fove- 
reign notions and high conceit of himfelf, he 
will be apt to think, or fome officious flatterer 
will be ready to perfuade him, ‘ his royal au- 

‘j-VoI. 1. pt txr. * ~~123~ 
. thority 



thority is kt at nought, the people are revolt- 
cd ; and what remains but they take arms.’ 
To 9 pun% therefore their difobedience, he 
proceeds to violence, and exercifes real kverity 
for imaginary guilt. Mifchief is prolific ; and 
violence in him begets refentment in them : 
The people murmur and exclaim ; the prince 
is.thence provoked, and flies to vengeance ; 
when one a& of vengeance is refeented and ex- 
pofed, as it ever will be, more ‘will follow; 
Thus things go on; affeCtion is not only lofi, 
but irrecoverable on either fide, hatred is be- 
gun on both ; and prince and people confider 
themfelves no longer as magikate and fub$&, 
but one another as enemies. 

Mr. C&P-+ fays thus, of this royal martyr’s 

rejga, in his Ina’opendent W&g + : c Now, if we 
enquire into the firfi caufe, fro%, which all the 
,refi naturally followed, we .fhall find that the 
violence of his reign caufed his violent end, 
It is not to be denied nor difguifed, that from 
the very beginning the court aimed at arbi- 
trary power, openly purfued it, and for fifteen 
years together praCtifed it, railing money with- 
out law, and againfi law ;. which was robbery 

* Vol. HI. p. 361. 
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in thofe who enforced the colle6tt’lon of it : imc 
prifoning meh, the befi and greatefi men, 
without law, and againfi law : which was-law- 
MS cruelty: feizing the lands and efiates of 
others, without right, and againlt right ; which 
was flagrapt QpprefIion and violence : affi.uniog 
and exercifing a power to difpenfe with laws, 

that is, to make and annul laws, which was 

manifefi ufurpation : and, in fhort, efiablilhing 
azI arbitrary and Ttivkifi authority over the 
prfons, and rights, and fortunes of the people, 
which was apparent and undeniabIe fyran~ly,” 

6 Between law and violence, between right 
and tyranny, there is no medium, nomore than 
between juitice and opprefion. If king Charles 
had no right to aA thus, then his ailing thus 
vas tyminy. If hs had a right, of what force 

. are laws and Oaths ;- and where is our cox&tu- 
tion, the boafled rights of EngZ@men and our 
gncien t Magna Charii ? Why was his fan king 
J~7,ws turned out? why declared to have for- 
feited ? And I would aik the admirers and de- 

fenders of king Charles I. how they would 
have liked, how borne ‘fuch violences, .fuch 
Jawiefs doibgs ‘and mifrule in king Wih’am ? 

boy in the late reign ? how in this ? HOW 
8 would 
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wbuld they haqe relithed the itPpSfo@ment of 
th& perfons, t.axes laid on; and exa@ed with- 
out donfent of parliament, arbitrary and excef- 

’ five fines, their. efiates feized, their hilies 
impoveii&ed or fhmirihing ? Do&lefs .rro men 
would have been louder in the cry of tyrauaps 
and very jufi and natural would have been fuch 
a cry. How do they reconcile fuch zeal and . 
profefidn with an agprobation of the reign of 
king Charler I. which was one continued feriea 
of oppreffions, and abolifbed liberty and law, 
and eitablifhed univerfai flavery ?‘- 

6 Was it not crying guilt in the srown, to 
abandon its duty, to violate the coronation- 
&h, to tread upon law and j&ice, to petfi- 
.cu te.cot&&nde, td rob and apprefsathe people, 
‘and from ‘limited and lawful to .become lawlefs 
‘r&d arbitrary ? And is it~nut~+tqaaVy +ea%n- 
‘able; seqnafiy, becoming us Engl~~men, and 
freemen, to commemorate and detefi an admi- 
niftxatioo lo pernicious and devouring, mea- 
$ires h black and lawlefs ? Is it not our duty 

to rake warning byxthen& and whenever we are 
threatened with.them, to guard again0 them, 

to thatch every 
..prefs it be times 

principle of flavery, and iup- 
l to rejoice that we live in I hap 

pier 



pier time+ live in. $a gowwnetit, and’uader ’ 
the free cow-e oftbe laws; to pray for the mn=- 
tinuance of fpck an invaluable blefing, and be 
dutiful aod&fIiugto that GOOD AND GREA* 

PRINCE ;iRlho’&cureq it to ns, and ckims no-, 
thing To MlpfUf, br,sCwIia~ uu* pliaments and 

kaowh dws give himn.‘- * 

Scehg we have now the @‘of kings togovern 
\IS, which is the grcatefi of all national blef- 
dings, let us not grieve thatour hthers deliver- 
ed themfelves from tyranny by their fhggles, 

and us from the pernicious coniequences of it. 
Have we not more reafon to rejoice, that the 
parliament’s army had got the better of the 
king’s, than if the king’s army had got the 
better of the parliament’s ? for whereas wc 
now- la-t @EoQ day i@ tic $F+ra &&i+twe~ 
then hava lamented rvcrp day in thk year’2 
WC might have fought the freedom we now 
enjoy in Antpri, a, we should not have found it 
in Britain. If we were not ungrateful to that 
God who redeemed us, he would give UB 

fiaf?ing for$$iS+g, and the 02 of gMnr/ )r the 

/p;r;t of bppnrinej, we lhoald thank God for hi6 
mercies to us, inffead of complainiag and rc- 
pining b&e him of his judgments to them, 

feeing 
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feeiag in f~es??ipJt of ju&ment to&m &.h& 
rememberedmercy to us. ‘. 1 . * ’ 

. As th~‘l&&x this &y !-s the f;fferings of . 
otir bM&d L&d;and aH%aWs~devotc are 
ftind of .rn&$ag an analogy bedween’ ‘th&S;‘I 
Ihail grant there-was itie in’ their death, 
though there-was none at all in their liwe$; 
for the one w;nt about doing, good pith his 
power, and faving the lives of men ; the other 
went about doing mifchief with hjs army, and 
defiroying men’s @es, to d&&d his power, 
and maintain his prerogative. But both 
friends and enemies allow that he died a good 
Heath.. It was a national good. that utlg man 
died for the people, and the nation pert&d ‘not, 
Tn fuch cafe therefore, it may be looked OR as 
a kind of propitiatory facrifice, and his death 
may be imputed rightcoufnefs, which brought 
temporal redemption to the nation, as the 
death of C&9 .brought fpiritual redemption 
to the world. As he died a good nxnz, we 
mufi allow his death was unfortunate and is 
caufe of mourning ; but as he died a bad King 
the death of fuch a one is fortunate, and mat-, 
ter of joy to any people. Thus jufily itating 
both fides of the account, we may fet equal 
reafons of joy againfi eq;aI caufe of forrow, 

f0 
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The Difficult’ies and Difcouragemencs 
which attend the Stz/dy of the Scripttires 
in the way of Private Jzidgment ; 8x. 

In a Lftter to a Etlflg Chgyman. 

S.ZR; 

I 

Do not wonder at the&rjrine with which 
; you received, when we were lafi together, 

2 . the adwice I ventured to give you in xela- 
tion to the Study of the Scriptures. For one 
who is a clergyman himfelf, to/&z to diffuade 
thfe of his own order, from a itudy that has Co 
manyarguments to recommend it 4 and which, 
in the opinion of roll gopd men, ought to be 
their chiefbufinefs; has, I confefs, the appear-, 
ante of a itrange paradox, and that of the wor- 
fort. It looks like popery and pvieJt-crafr ; and 
therefore young and tender minds may eafilg, 
be forgiv&, if they fiartle ar the firit propokgl 
of it ; thofe efpecially, who have a jufi fenfe of 
the exccliency and infpiration of the Scriptures, 
and are eagerly bent on the purfuit of fuch 
truths, as more immediately tend to the ad- 
vancement of vhue and religion. As you are 
of that number, and went into orders with,no 

A4 e other 
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other Ii:-w, but that you might the better 
Pludy tht: So-iffures yourlelf, and advance the 
bnowlrdge of them in the world ; it was not to 
be expcc?ed you fhould prefently come into 
cdlwr fe:elrrirnents. Which I am fo fa-r from 
t.~Aing dnllfs, that 1 think it to your commenda- 
lion, that ntdither the nj&?‘l’or or e/jlefm you fo 

c;fi:n cvt?rcf~ for an old friend could prevail 
wit13 you to a& a part that might have the 
aiifrarnncc of I evity in a matter of fo much 
ccnftquence. Nor is it kfs for your credit, 
that J’CW can retain your opinion, withou~t lo- 
fin3 your temper, or hewing a backwardnefs to 
he;lr what is to be faid againit it. Mofi tem- 
pers run into extremes : They are either too _ 
volatile to be fixed ; or elf” fo fixed, that no 
force of argument can move them. -But ‘tis 
JOUS happinefs, that JWLI can adhere without 
obffinrtcy, and change withoat levity, and 
therefore I fhall think it no troubk to refilme 
the fubjefi, and lay before you in the belt man- 
ner I can, the reafons thatjem to make again/t 
&/?~l;‘y of the Scrip:urcs in the w2y of pz-hate 

judgemtnt ; which-1 hope will not upon cooler - - 
thoughts appear fo firange to you. You wil0 
confider they come from one, who is not more 
a friend to you, than he is to the cl,urch. And, 
if examples be of any weight, I can affure yo~f 

this fide of the queition is by no means defti- 
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tute of profelytcs ; and that when you come 
to know the world more, you will find this 
it udy ne~h?zd to a degree you Iittle imngined. 
But ‘tis r~u/Ons, not exampl’es, will determine 
you. To come therefore to them ; let me ia 
the 

f. 24iry place, obferve to you, that the/u+ 
of the Scripture<, fuch a thjrough fludy of them 
I[ mean, as you airn at, is extremely JijFcult, 
and not to be Cuccefsfully purfued, without ;P 
very great and co&ant application, and a pre- 
vious knowledge of many other parts of ufefui 
learning. The New IiJament cannot be un- 
derflood without the 01‘1; the truths revealed 
in one, are grounded on the pro&/es contain- 
ed in the other ; which makes the f?udy of’the 

-whole Scriptures necerdry to him, that would 
underitand thoroughly a part of them. Nor 
can the Apocr~phrri books, how much foever 
they are generally fligh ted, be fafely negle&edj 
there being a great charm of five hundred years 
between the end of the Ptophess, and the be- 
ginning of the GYPPI; which period is of tl:e 
greate/l ufe for the underfinnding of the New 
Teftament, and yet is the tea/i known. Rut 
now, if the O.‘d TiJamznt mufi be well fludied, 
a good kno w e 1 d ge of the Orien’nl Sur~gu~s is 
ab(oIgteIy McefGry. No man can be igno- 

A5 rant, 
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rant, who knows any ihing of letters, that no 
verfions of old books can be thoroughly de- 
pended on; the mifiakes are fo many, and 
fometimes of great moment; efpecially the 
verfions of books writ in a lan)guage little under- 
Jo&, and many parts of it in a ityle extremely 
fjgurutive, and thofe figures fuch as thefe parts 
of the world are almofi wholly itrangers to. 
But put the cafe &fi Q??uliier were lefs than 
they are, is it an eafy matter to add to Greek 
and Latin the knowledge of fo many other IQ+ 
grruges ? Do not tbcy. two alone find work 
enough for molt fcholars ? What PN@J then 
rm~fi a man take, if he will itudy fo many oGers 
befides ? And if the knowledge of the OId 
TeJ’ament could be difpenfed with, give me 
leave to tell you that the language even of the 
New te,/3anient is not to be underfiood with fo 
little pins as is commonly imagined. ‘Tis 
learnt indeed in fchools, and from hence 
thought to be the eafiefi Greek that can be 
read ; but they who have read it in another man- 
ner than fchool-boys, know it to be quite 
otherwife. Not to mention the difficulties 
peculiar to St. Paul, Whofe epiltles are a very 
great part of the New Tefiament ; Plato and 
Dema/henes are in many refpec-?s not fo hard, 
as even the e&er books. *The Oyle indeed of 
the h$x+Lal books, is plain and dimple ; but 

. for 
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for all that, even t&/Z parts have their difficul- 
ty. And the whole is writ in a language pe- 
culiar to the Jews : The idiom is Hebrew or 
Syriac, though the words be Greek; which 
makes Tome‘knowledge of thofe languages’, Ml 
necefiry. 

Again, though it were not neceffary to read 
the Old leJiament in the original, yet the Greek 
very&n of it mufi be read, and that carefully; 
it being oftentimes the be& if not the only help, 
to explain rhe language of the NSW; befides 
that all citations in the New, are generally 
made frorp it. But now, how laborious a thing 
mufl it be, to IIudy an ill verfion of a very 
hard book, which we cannot read in the ori- 
ginal ? 1 call it an illverfiolz ; for though it be 
indeed a very good one, confidering the time 
it was writ in ; yet as a verfion, it mufi,be al- 
lowed by thofe who can judge of it, to be far 
from being exa& or true. A man need only 
confult it on Come hard places in the Penta- 
reuch, as well as in the Poetick or Prophetick 
books, to be convinced of this. ‘Twas certain- 
ly far from perfe& at fi/ ; and is made much 
zcor- by the corruptions it has fuffered in 
handing down to us : So that I may venture to 
affirm, that fhould any body now-a-days make 
a verfion Co impelf& ; initesd of admiration 

A6 and 
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and efleem, his work would be much defpifed 
by moit of our modern criticks. 

I might to tlrefe add many other d~$%uI i.r 

that artend a ferioas itudy of the New ‘G-G- 
mend. It requires a good knowledge of the 
‘jexvj% ftate at the time of our Saviour’s coming, 
a knowledge of their government, faned im,. fy- 
nqogues, cufioms, traditions, opinions, f&s ; 
the kinds of learning received among rhem ; 
what they borro\ved from the GreeRs; when t&eip 
myftical and alTegorica4 man& &ti*ounding, 
the Scriptures began, and on whar grounds ;. 
n hat their particular expefiations were, in reb 
Btion to the MeGah ; and’ what they taughf, 
and on what grounds, in relation to angels, 
damcns, p&ef1$ns, oracles, miracles, UC. 

But ‘tls in vain, you fay, to tell you- of; d(L 
Jcldries : You are reMved not to be deterred,. 
You have time before y&xl, good eyes, a firong 
conflitutionf, a mind prepared for fa-tiguc, a 
reahnable degree of &ill in. the languags, and 
are forniked with a competent knowledge ia 
all the F:irtS of ufeful learnieg that are prepa- 
rat04 y to this t?udy ; fo that dfzcc(4hier animate 
rather than dibtrten you. And I am not 
unwilling CO far to agree with poi’, that were 
there no o!>jeCtion agninfi this fludy, but the 
dip arhy ; t!:is alone should not deter one wB@ 

. is 
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Is la well prepared for it. But if you are aMe to 
go through Co laborious a ftudy, I prefume ydu 
are not fond of difficulties for difficulties fake. 
You cannot think it reafonable to take G 
much pains, unlefs it will turu to J;Me good 
account. 1 ihall therefore in the 

II. Serond piace take leave to afk, Cz4i bonb ? 
U’hat sccJ can come of fuch pains ? For it 

@jay f&m, that a fi ee, /h’ous, impsrtiA and/g- 
dorim ftudy of the Sc~iptwes, will be of no 
great Fervice ; for the following reafons, 

I/I. Becat& ‘tis plain the ol-tboJox faith is 
not foundEd an a nice and crikal knowledge 
of the Scriptures. Many of the antient chrif- 
tians, ‘twiil be alkowcd, were not great critics; , 
but argued very much.in a myltical way. OriL 
gen in particular, who was the greateb&hoiar 
Chrifiianity had bred to that time, perpetualry ’ 
turns the letter of Scripture into ai?‘:gory. 
From whence we may reafonabl’y conclude, 
that the knowledge of rte bare iire;& f&f& 
was, in the judgment of many even in thofe 
times, thought to be of little ufe, 

But ZCIJ), “33s certain thnt the mginnl tbn- 
gt[Gze of the Oid 7’ e ament was known to very it 
few, for the firfi /;x centuries, in which thofe 
gingral cauncih were held, wherein all the ar- 

ticks 
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titles of the ortk&x faith were fetthd. They 

governed themfelves and determined all 
their controverted points by the Greek verfion ; 
and thofe who knew Hebrew beit, whether 
they took to the my&al or literal w?y, had the 
misfortune to be leaJ orthodox. So it was with 
Qrigen, who knew the Scriptures fo well, that 

he had them all by heart. And B~j2bius and 

others, who ftudied and underfiood the literal 
fenfe of the Scriptures be$2 in the next ages, 
iucceeded little better. So that this itudy 
feems to have been of little ufe, to the t$‘ablifi- 

mnt of the orthodox faith. Now if an exacit 
and critical knowledge of the Scriptures, was 
not necefiry to the jttLng of the faith ; it 
cannot be necefiry to the under-andhg of it, 
or to the underfianding thoji who have writ br/? 
in the explication and defence of it. On the 
contrary, fuch a knowledge tends to /eJTn our 
efieem for the fahrs of the church, by dif- 
covering their mifiakes ; and may weaken our 
regard to the decifions of councils by expofing 
the fal/;enl/; of ihe ground they feem to be built 
on. A man well Mled in the literal fenfe of 
the Scriptures, will often find in the fathers and 
cauncils, texts of Scripture urged very inf(#i- 
lieu, t/j ; and great itrefs laid upon parages, 
which when critical!y explained, prove mtliurg, 

Qli 
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dr perhaps make again) them. Which fug; 
gefis to me a third reafon, why it may feem 
that fuch a ftudy can do no good. And that 
is, 

3d&, Becaufe the ortbodoxfahh does not de- 
pend upon the Scriptures confidered abfolutelp 
in themtelves, but as explained by Catholic tradi- 
tion. The faith was preferved in creeds, anh 
handed down from one orthodox bifhop to 
another, whofe bufinefs it was to keep this 
facred depofitum pure and undefiled, and to 
deliver it to his fucceilbr entire as he received 
it. It was by this tradition the madn articles of 
faith were preferved in the church ; and not 
from any particular J&y of the Scriptares. 
‘The ground therefore of there articles mufi 
carefully be diitinguilhed, from the Scriptures 
that have been brought in proof of them. 
There proofs may be weak and inconclufive ; 
but the truth itands independent of them. - 
‘Tis the faith they had received; and if at any 
time they argue weakly for it from the Scrip- 
tures, ‘tis an argument indeed againit their 
I:arning, but none againit their orthohloxy. 

This therefore may feem another good ar- 
gument to prove, that an exa8 and corefUr 

Judy of the Suiptures, is not afafe and profit- 

able 
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. able jikdy. ‘Tis a much fafu-, as well as more 
compendious way to make a maDr o&&ox, to 
fiudy the traditiovr of the cbur.h. 

But you wiII by, that to fknd you from 
Srr~pture to tradition, is to turn you out of pa- 
radife, the garden of God, into a vait ConfufeLE 
bewildered wood ; and that this is ib far from 
mending the matter, that ‘tis ten times mu-e h- 

bo~ious than the fludy I would diffwade you 
from. And To, I confcfs it is ; if all the eccIe- 
fiaflicaf writers were to be carefully ‘read, in 
order to know the Cott/& traiiitr’on. But 

that is not my meanitlg. The futflan-e of 

Cdtholic fraali!ion, lics in much lefs cornpaLs, 
The eJ~11$~d cI!~~cb, you will allow, is o&o- 
dox in all necefiry points. 3f therefore you 
know the fenfe of the eJ?c;Gfified L~UY&, you 
have in epitome th/e rhu~ch Cotbolic; and 
therefore you need @nly fiudy hkr opinions to 

make you orthodox. And this, the moi”t ilfite- 
rate man may find in the Is’turgy and ur~icles. 
This, I trufi you will alloW, is asj29rt a way, 
as could be wi!hed, of knowing al’1 that is 
neceEiry to be known. A very little time wilt 
ferve a man to re:ld, in his mother-tongue, 
things which all together will not fill a moJe- 
fare volume j and he will be C~~~~OOU’OX enough., 
and have a great deal of time to @are for other 

fi udies, 
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#u&es, that will turn to VZW~ accounf. Bcfides 
that ‘tis of great advantage to go in a way that 
iS/afe as well as fiord ; and Will lead you into 
the knowledge of all ufefuf truths, without the 
hazard of falling into any dangerous opinion, 

4th4, But if you will infifi that ‘tis Scr+t~~e, 
and not tradition, that the faith is founded 
on ; there is one thing further I muff put you 
in mind of, which may feem to prove, that zt 
projhnd and laborious&‘y Gf the Scriptures will 
not make you at all more orthodox. “I’is a 
fundamental principle among proteitants, that 
whatever is necpflry to be believed, ispZ;li$?y and 
clearly revealed in the Scriptures ; and cot& . 
quently what is not plainly and clearb rezeakd 
in them, cannot be neceJ%y. Now if what is 
)/ah and clear in Scripture, is the ooly part 
that is ntrefiry to be known ; then a laboriouo 
fearch into the ob/c’curer parts, may feem tinne- 
c@zry to the obtaining a true orthodox faith. 
13ut you will fay perhaps, that, notwithftand- 
ing this declaration of protefiants, it may and 
has been urged againfi them by their adverfa- 
rics, that they L&I believe and maintairr as nece/l 
lily, articles that cam at be proved by p/cl;n and 
char parages of Scripture. This, I confers, has 
been urged, and may poflibly be true cf ail par- 
ties of them, except the ,/l’ab/~@rd cbzrrcb. Bat 

if 
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if it be, it proves only that they are not true to 
their principIe ; not that the principle is not ~PF 
itfelf true and good. And he furely muit Be 
allowed to be the beit protefiant, who adheres- 
kit to the principle on whi’ch the reformation 
was founded. 

pVy, Once more : Suppofing the itudy oE: 
the Scriptures as neceffary as you pleaCe ; jn+ 
the luJ place I fiy, and I am fure the world 
will Tap it with me, that they have been f$?G 
sient&Judicd alrm.+ ; and-if tiny parts remain 
Bill obfcure, who can hope to clear up pafiges 
that have puzzled fo many great men ? or will, 
prefume in difputable .points to fet up his prj- 
vate jnrdgment, qainik them (. ths wrere men OE 
more learning, of abler parts, of greater a~- 
plication, and better acquainted with the tra- 
ditims .$ the church, than any one will now be 
allowed to be ? And (which is the beit guide in2 
knowledge of religion) they were moreover 
men of mofi exemplary piety, devotion, and 
humility ; virtues, of which very little footfieps 
are to be found in the learned men of our 
times. 

Mufi not now a man have a itrong bent of 

mind indeed, who cannot by all there reafons- 
be diifuaded from giving himfelf up to a&a”, 
that may by many be thought as un~~ofitu~le as 

‘tis 
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‘tis laborious ? but will go on, in defiance of all 
that has been faid to convince him that he 
waltes himfelf in vain, and that there -will be 
nofruizr of all his fabour, but to know he 
-knows nothing ? I call that nothing, which will 
turn to no account. 

But to fhew you I am difpofed to make all 
pofible concefions, I will grant that even this 
obje&ion might be got over, were this the 
worit’of it : But I have one argument fiili in 
referve, that I am perfuaded will be decifive. 
MY 

III’. ?“A+~ argument then is this ; That a 
PairifuI, exad?, impartialjudy of the Scriptures, 
will by fome be thought not only to do nogood, 
but alfo a great ‘deal of hurt, both to the pub& 
and to ~our/-eJC 

IJ, It will do hurt to the rub&. It Will 
difiurb the peace of the church, and that cannot 
but have a malignant influence on the itate. 

‘Tis certain that djjmtes in the church, dif- 
turb the peace of it. And ‘tis a? certain there 
difputes have been generally raifed by men 
pretending to a fuperiour knowledge of the 
Scriptures, and to difcoveries that have efcaped 
ethers. The ScGjtures have always been 
made this ufe of by the hpt&s of old : And ‘tis 

the 
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the charn&er of the great here&s of this and 
the Ian age; who have fet up for afi-ee and 
impartial fearch into the literal fen/-e ffthe Sctip- 
tures, above the refi of the chriltian world. 
But with what fuccefs ? They have put-chafed 
their pretended knowledge of the Scriptures at 
the expence of their rrputatim, and their fludy 
has defiroyed their orthdoxy. And were not 
their books and opinions carefully fupprefi, 
and t 
jle ; 

heir perfons 
who knows 

have created to the church ? on the, other 
hand, the pace the church has enjoyed for 
many yeal samong its own members, feems to be 
owing to no one thing more, than to a general. 
neglett of this itudy ; and the dangers that at 
prefent threaten its tranquillity, come wholly 
frommen, who have endeavoured to revive a 
fludy, that has Co often proved pernicious to 
its peace. 

rendered odious to the peo- 
what d$‘wbances they inight 

Nor can it well be otherwife. For what 
iecurity has a man that fets out in this way; 
that attempts toJudy the Scriptures in a free 
and impartial manner, laying afide all prepof- 
fefions and previous notions, refolving to fee 
with his own eyes, and judge for h;mfelf, and 
to believe nothing that he is not upon his own 
fearch convinced is clearly contained in them ;, 
what recurity has fuch a m.:n, that he kall not b 

fall 
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fall into fome up;nions that have been already 
c&emned as erroneous and heretical, or which 
may interfere with thofe that are commonly 

*- received ? Which; if they do not immediately 
ftrike at any fundamental point, yet will be 
&ughr to do f’o ; and may have a tendency to 
put fcruples into weak minds, and to difturb 
the peace ofthe cQurcII, by railing doubts about 
the meaning or truth of fome articles, or by 
afirting that an explicit belief of them is not 
necelfary ? ‘Tis fo natural for curious and in- 
quifitive minds to deviate from the common 
road, and the rumples are lo many, that ‘tis 
odds bit you do fo too, annIeCE you had more 
lead in your conflitution, or a more refigned 
underfiandiag, than any curious man ever had 
get: Otherwife you cannot be fure,*that you 
ihall not itudy yourfelf into doubts at lealt, if 
not into oppofite opinions concerning fame re- 
&cd notions. You will doubt perhaps ofthe 
.~u&srily or author of fame canonical book, and 
think perhaps that fame paffages are interpo- 
hated, or that fame celebrated texts are n,t ge- 

nuine, or Qlould be otherwi/e regd, or have not 
been right4 md@ood, or do not pvoze tbepiwt 
they are commonly brought for. You may f.111 
into notions that will be thought tending to 
A~i&/m or the like. You may rejecct’ argu- 
merits brought from the Old T@‘amcnt, to prove 

thC 
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the T%zity ; as trifling, and proving nothing but 
the ignorz?uce of thofe that make ufe of them. 
You may think a propheje has a literal mean- 
ing, where common?y the nz$‘icaZ is thought 
the only one. You may think that many texts 
in the New T$hncnt, which are itrong againi) 
the Socinians, do not prove againfi the Arias 
notion. That the title offin of God, has not 
always one uniform meaning in the gofpel ; 
and that that fmgle exprefflon of itfelf, is no 

proof of any thing in God analagous to gencra- 
tion in men. Tha4 the hi&d c@d#iatiaZi- 
ty of the jin, the etet-nai proctJio?; of thefpirit, 
and many other notions relating to the tridty, 
tho’ they may be true in themfelves, are not %fo 
in virtue of the dexfs alledged for them. Thefe 
notions, learned men have fallen into ; and from 
thence’ ‘tis to be prefumed, JW will not eaGly 
keep clear of them. I chufe to inflance chiefly * 
in matters relating to the rrinit)t, becaufe ‘tis 
the controverfie now on foot * : But the like 
may be faid on many other articles ; in each of 
which the truth is but one, but the errors infi- 
nite : And there is hardly any notion with re- 
fpe& to any of them, which fome learned man, 
by following his own private judgment, infiead 
of taking the do&?rine of the church for his guide, 
has not fallen into. 

* See a late book, intitled, The true.do&Gre cfthc! 

New lee/lament concerning J&s Cl,+’ : b printed 
1767: wherein the Trinity is demolimed for ever. 

Now 

2 



Now if you fbould Rudy yourfelf into any 
mew opinions, or into a& ones that have been 
condemned, what will you do ? Will you keep 
them to yourfelf, or publish them ? Or fhall I 
rather ky, ‘tis no queftion ? The authors of 
new notions are apt to be very fond of them; 
they think it barbarous and cruel, to Me the 
.infant in its birth, There is a fecret pleafure 
in fingulari ty. To difF& from the vulgar, is 
3n appearance to be ~3b,z~le them ; and to be 
dijinguified from the )x-cl, is too great a temp- 
tation to be eafily refiited, But had you pru- 
dence enough to govern your ambiGzz, ck- 
j%iw may come in here, and make you do 
what ambz?ian could not. The truths you 
think you have difcovered, either are, or will 
be thought by you of too much importance to 
the honour of God and the good of religion, to 
be concealed. You will look on them as the 
b/e@tgs of Goa! on your fiudies ; and think it a 
eapital crime to extinguifh the light, and fup- 
prefs the knowledge he has imparted to you. 
In kort, you will think you&~f under the 
higheJ abligaiion not to diifemble in religious 
matters, and conceal from the church of God, 

- opinions which you are convinced are not only 
4rue but of great fervice to it. Let me then 
conclude2 that the novel or revived opinions 

which 
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, which your&+ leads you into, will be pub- 
Uhed to the world. What now will be the 
confequence ? Certain mifchief, but no certain 
good at all. No good, I Cay ; for pofibly your 
notions may be wrong, or not of confequence; 
and, whether they are or not, the pre~mph 
againfi you will be fo firong, that your notions 
will not be received, and perhaps not examined: 
They will be condemned as novel notions, or as 
exploded ones. And, whatever you advance, 
“twill be thought asertain proof of its being of 
mo confequence, ihat in fo many ages it has 
never been received. There is no room there- 
fore to expel& thae what you advance, fhould 
be rrceizled, or do any good. But the mz&ief 
is Cure and certain. It: will raife fcrupler in 
weak and unitable minds, fap the foundations 
of the orthodox faith, and give a handle to 
fceptical men ; who, becaufe fame things are 
called in doubt, (though incidental matters 
only and of little confequence) will think they 
have a right from thence to queltion every 

, thing. Thus the church and eJiatlipedfa:th 
nil1 buffer by the fcruples put into its friends, 
and the Jandfegiven to its tnitnics. And when 
religious difputes are begun, dejgniq rn[u 
know how to intermix affair;s of ftate with 
them ; and then no body knows where they 
will end, or what m&chiefs they may do. 

Where- 



Whereas it you can be content to go on in the 
a bea!en rad ; if you will implicidy fubmi t to the 
‘1 received notions ; and humbly think the judg- 

ment if& &u-sb, where ‘tis not the fame, bet- 
ter than your wun ; you ~ will be out of-harm’s 

,’ ,, way, and neither hurt the churn’, nor)uz+Zfi 

2. I add, you$y; as another motive, that 
ought to have great weight with you in this 
qaeition. For you cannot difiurb the peace of 
tbc chrcb, without being grsatly a fufferer yaur- 
j/f. If. py reaZZy do no.t d$‘utb its peace, ‘tis ali 
,ont270n aspiit be. hterpcted ‘to do it ; an+ that 
tili ‘bring on you more evils,:than I would wiIh 

. .p my greatefi enemy, In a word, you will be 
thought a heretic; a term, which there is a itrange 
nmgic in, though it has no determinate meaning 
&I the mth sf @e people, nor any ill tneaning 
in ttfelf. ‘Tis fuppofed to include in it every 
4hirrg that is bad ; it makes every thing appear 
odious and deformed ; it din”olves all friendfhips, 
-extinguishes all former kind’fentiments, however 
jufi and well deferved : And from the time a 
man is deemed a b~cti~, ‘tis *charity to a& a- 
gainfi all rules of charity; and the more they 
violate the laws of God in dealing with him, 
Jtis, in their opinion, doing God the greater 

’ fervice. 

VOL. IV. 1‘3 Thdt 
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That you may not think this is faid at rap- 
dam, purely to frighten you into a compliance 
with me ; let me defire you to confider ferioufly 
the natural coafequences of being under the 
hputa tion of +$ And the firit I would ob- 
ferw, is, that from the moment your people 
have this opinion of you, you are incapacitated 
ffam WOK ,kiag much good upon them; and that, 
I’m fure, Co good a man as you are, mufi think 
to be 8 great evil. While they think you or- 
&A&X, your virtuous and inojEz&c &h&our9 
your firi& lobriety-aad teemgerance, your afftibk 
and familiar manner of converfing with them, 
your generous and charitable regard to thoE 
who are Gck or in diltrefs ; thefe good qualitia, , 
joked to your plain and eaf$, but afJk&iouate 
and-v& mauner of iaftru&ihg them, have a 
mighty influence, and you may lead them as you 

~ .pleafe : They admire and endeavour to imitate 
pour good example : Your virtuous coudufi ‘is 

” a Conifant, though tacit, reproof when they do 
~‘~ : The very fight of you, is a le&ure erf 
virtue to them ; and the influence you have al- 
ready had in the lirtle time you have been a- ’ 
dong them, is too vifible to be denied. But ’ 
,from the time you are called heyeric, much of 
the good you could have done, is at an end. 
Thofe who before had a fecret veneration of 
yL)u, think it thdr duty to defame and injure 
you : your virtue, they call hypocrify ; your 

humility, * 
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Ibpmi!ity,~piritua~ pride. * They bok on pea as 
aa abaobncd wrer& ; that God has withdrawn 
I$ grqce, aad that the devil is at the bottom of 
J1 Jrslc b+ve been doing : That nothing can bet- 
ser @Iii their or+thoduxy, tban to throw off all 
regard both to -your do&ine and example ; and 
f& fear they kould feem to be infe&d with 
,your errors, they will return to the vices you 
had perfuaded them to leave ; and for the fu- 
sore, will -t&e eiCe&ual care not to be thesbetter 
ior pu. 

, No bp$ qan $0 quch g@, whom the pea+ 

pie do not think a @od maq 3 and tha$ Cannot 
be expe&ed, when io.much reproach and infamy 
wik1, fight or wrong, be heaped on you, if you 
do not continue orthodox. And this you cannot 
doubt, if you will but refle& on what paffeo 
under your own eyes. Aad therefore ‘tis in 
vain to fancy your virtue will protea you, No, 
the moQ ronfpicuous vhue will not be believed. 
If you are‘guilty of no open vices, fecret ones 
&ill be imputed to you ; your enquiries will be 
called z:ain, curious and forbidden fiudies. Pride 
and ambition will be Caid to be the fecxet fprings 
of them. A /Ear& afk ~ru&, will be called 
.a he of novelty. The doubting of a fingle text, 
vii1 be j2eptici/in ; the denial of an argument, a 
.renwncing of the faith. To fay what the Scr$p- 
tures have kid, and in the very fame words too, 

B2 if 
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if not explained in the common way, will be 
bZa/phtmy ; and the mof? Gncere concern fcr the 
honour of almighty God+ you cannot be fire 
.will not be interpreted down-right atheijm. 
Every thing you fay or do, will have a wrong 
turn given it. A flip of memory, fhall be made 
wilful prevarication ; a miftake in a citation, 
fha.ll be forgery and corruption ; an error in an 
incidental point of learning, &all be a good 
proof, that you kmw ncthing. Every unaccuratc 
exprefion, ihall be prefid into a crime i say 
little warmth of temper, 1 fiall be aggravated 
into pride and pofitivenefs, into a contempt of 
authority, and ill manners. !n short, all the 
indifcretions of a man’s,former life ball be ripI 
up; and nothing forgiven, that can bs remem- 
bered or firained to ‘his difadvantagc. And 
where is the man t,hat can be fond of fuch ufage.? 
For my part, 1 am fre_e tg decla.re, I am afraid I 
@ould not have virtue or fourage e,nongh, m 
u’ndergo fuch a fiery trial. w . 

Now al1 this a man will draw upon himfelf, 
.that brings himfelf under the im,putation of 
heI-ejj. Whereas the orthodox man lives quiet 
and at cafe, unmolefied and unknvied. His 
faults (and who has not fame ?) .fhall be exte- 
nuated or excufed, if not quite buried in obli- 
vion ; his want of temper, lhall be a commend- 
able zeal ; his indifcretion, good nature ; his 

miftakes, 
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BMakcs, halI be imputed to hafie or in- 
advfzrtencp ; and, when they cannot be de- 
fended, it will be argued in his favour, that the 
grattefi tern iomctimes err, and th’e writers of 
the firit rank are not always in the right ; or ’ 
perhaps a t+fiake Iball turn to his advantage ; 
it will be kown to be an error on the right fide, 
and that a good caufe drew him into it, His 
learning on the other hand ihall be magnified 
beyond meafire ; every body will be full of his 
good qualities, and his virtues fiall be fet in 
the @ert light to ihow themfelves and cover his 
fat&s. Jo a word, o&&axy atones for all uicez, 
and kerefy extinguiffles all drtrus.. Thst this is 
nothing but the bare tru[h, I appl to vh,jc 
you every day hear ad f’e youri;lf. 

There we, you know, tm ckqymen * of the 
town, who have itudied themfelves jnto L~-efi, 
or at leafi into a fu/&-;on of it : Both of them, 
‘&m of fair w&emiJhed chnraAers. One has 
all his life been cultivating piety and virtue 
and good learning. Rigidly conitant him$if _ 
in the public and private duties of religion; a%nd 
always promoting in &US, virtue an,d fucb 
learning as he thought would conduce mofi to 
the honour of God, by manifeff ing the great; 
nefs and wifdom of his works. He has given 
the world fufficient iroofs that he has not mif- 
pent his time, by very ufeful works of phi@phy 

+ Mr. WI;Pon and Dr. CI,i&. 
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and matbmuhh. Hi has zt&.did me to t&e . 
explieatioa of the arber, gad etideavoored by 
hb to difp?ag the glory of the Great Creator. 
And to his tidy of nature, Be early joined the! 

c Andy of the Scrip~trrr~ ; and his attempts, what- 
ever the kc& be, were at leafi well meant : 
and, confidering the difficulty of the fuljjefls he 
has engaged in, it mufi be allowed that in the 
main j they are wull aimed Hnd if he has not 
fucceeded, rro more have others who have med- 
led with the fame fubjc&. Nor is he UMWC to 
be blamed, than they. To be blamed, did I 
fay ? 1 ihou!d have {aid, not lefs to be commm& 

. cd. For fure ‘tis a commendable defigti, to ex- 
plain Scripture-difficulties, and to remove the 
objeaions of profaac men, -b; fhewing there isi 

-. nothing in the facred writings, but what is krie 
and rational. 

But what does a life thus f’penf avail ? TO ’ 
what purpofe fo many watchful nights, and 
weary days ? So much piety and devotion ? So 
much mortification and felf-denial ? Such a 
;rcal to do good, and to be ufeful to the world ? 
So many noble fpecimens of a great genius, and 
ofa fine imagination ? ‘Tis the poor man’s mif- 
Fortune (for poor he is, and like to be, not having 
the leait preferment) to have a warm head, and 
to be very zealous in what he thinks the caufe 

of 
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of Co& ke t&&s prudence the worldly .w& 
dan amdemned by ChriR and his apoitles J a& 
&at ‘ti,s gr;ofs prevaricatfon and hypocrify, te 
cwceal,tbcdiihsoesies he conceives: he has m4e; 
Zhisr heti:ot: hamper betrays him into fame in- 

. cli$&ee@ eq&Eons and ha&y afiertions. De- 
@niag TV hurt no body5 he fancies no body 
defigns to hurt hinr ; and is dimple enough to 
expe& the fame favousable allowances will. be 
made to him, that he fees made to thofe. who 
write-againfi him. As to his learning, ‘tis his 
misfmtune that he is not fWed enough in, the 
IearaedLng.qag~ to-be a great critick in them ; 
and yet &ems not to be fenfible of hisdeficien- 
~3 Ja this refpe& And ,mhat advantage is taken 
of this, that he has not bfi heat and mure rri&@a! 
J-I~sI&z~~ is treated in that manner, that you 
would think he did not know the fira elements 
of Grub’; though even in that, he is much 
fiiperiour to mofi of thofe who make fo free with 
him : And you every day hear his performances 
run down as whimfies and chimeras, by men 
who never read them, and, if they did, could 
not under-md them. Nor does his warmth of 
temptr come off better : ‘tis all over obJinacy, 
pride and hereticalpravity ; a -want of modfly and 
due deference to juft authority. They that 
fpeak moff favourably, look upon him as craz’d, 

and little better than a madman, Thics Ss the 

B 4. poor 
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poor man’s ehara&er ; and, low as he is, they 
cannot be content to leave him quiet in his pot 
verty. Whereas, had he not been early poffeeit 
with a pafflonate lave for the Scr+ture and phi4 

l/“pby ; had he not thought it his duty above 
all things to promote the glory of God, and been . 
perfuaded that could no way be fo we11 done as 
by the itudy of his word and wurRs; ‘Cs more 
than probable he ha_d at’this time been mhdox. 
And then, inkad of hi’s prefent treatment, his 
faults would have been- overlooked ; the learti- 
ing he exceils in, would have been extolled, and 
no defeAs would have been found in other parts ’ 
of it. He would have been cried up as an or- 
nament of the age, and no preferment would 
have been denied or envied him, 

This you know to be the cafe witli one of tEe 
new heretics. The other * i‘s fo prudknt in his 
conduB, that he comes under but a Jufpicion of 
‘favoudng the fame notions. How now is hi 
treated ? prudence in hiln is as great a crime a$ 
the want of it in the other; The imprudenf man 
is treated as a madman, and a rank him: The 
prudent one, is /eJ a heretic, but Inore dangerous :*’ 
Sobrius accejit ad everteuidmn eccfejam ; and there-- 
fore the greater alarm mufi be raifed againit him. 
And what has he done 3 Why, he -has with .a 
great deal of pains brought together in the beR 

+ Dr. S.~tV~rlel C ‘arRe, 
inanner 
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manner he could, all the pafiges in the New 
Tefiament relating to the doArine of the 5%;. 
kti~. And Co far, his work is what thofe whol 
differ from him,’ fioz& be pleafed with ; fince 
he has brought the mot~ricrls together, to enable 
men to form a right ‘judgment of the queeltioa in. 
d’lfpute; and has put-in to their hands, if he be 
in the wrong, the heft weapons againR himielf. 
But he has inl,,rpre!ed /Tme texts, in a manner 
that is nor liked: ‘tis true, he has fo; but not 
dnce, that I remEmber, has he given an inter- 
pretation that is purely of his am head. He 
kibgs great v~ucberr, aad, if he errs, it is always 
in good company. This is his offence : He has 
maintained width many ‘others, particularly with 
ihe late dean of St. P&l’s, * in oppoGtion to Lea- 
beli~arr~~m, that the three per-oons in the Trinity are 
fbree reald@%aD Beings: and the belief of three 
feally diitin& Beings perfeD+ equal, he main: 
t&n, with Dr. Souih‘to be 55i,he,fi : And, that 
there mu/l therefore be a fubordinatiorz. Now 
whether this notion be right, or not ; ifhe can- 
not efcape ipI treatnmt, give me leave to Cay, \ 
that if your fludy Rrould lead you into any opi- 
nions contrary to what is generally received, 
suu can with no reafon expeA berter qutirter, 
Ife’ is a man who has all the good qualities thar 
can meet together, to recommend him. He k 
p&At of oil the parts of learning that are valu- 
. ’ Dr. Sberlcc3. . 

Br; able 
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able in a clergyman, in a degree that few pofM* 
any/ingle We. He has joined to a good &ill io 
the three lcarncd languages, a gt eat compafs of the 
belt pbilufiphy and mathemathks ; ,as appears by 
his Lath works : And his Engl@ ones are fuch 
a proof of his own p&l?, and of his knowledg’c h 
divin’ty, and have done fo much fervice to voli- 

g&n, as would make any other man, that was 
not under the fufpicion of her$, fecure of 

- the friendfhip and efieem of all good church- 
men, efpecially of the. clergy. And to all the 
piety and harning, and the good u&z that has 
been made of it ; is added a trrt~per happy be- 
yond exprefGon : A fweet, eafy, modei), inof- 
fenfive, obliging behaviouri adorn all his ac- 
tions ; and no paffion, vanity, infolence, or of; 
tentation, appear either in what he writes or 
fays : And yet thefe faults are often incident to 
‘ihe befi men, in the freedoms of converfation, 
and in writing againlt impertinent and unrea- 
[onable adverfaries, efpeciahy fuch as firike ai 
the foundation of virtue and religion. This is 

I the /earning, this the tern/w of the man, whore 
Judy uf the S cri p. funs has betrayed him into a 
/,-,-$X&J of fome heretical opinions ; and becaufe 

it has, he muit be HackenPdand &famed ; he muA 
be worried out of the greai and clear reputa- 
tion he is poffefled of: and he that has fo many 
&riuing qualitieo, mufI be infulted by every wirtk- 

4 le/- 
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& uwetd, IS if he had as little learning and 
vktue as the loweft of thofe who arc again& him. 
What proteAion now can YOU promife yowfelf 
from JOQ~ virtue, when .a man of&h a charac- 
fe‘t cahaat be fafa in his good name ? Whatever 
therefore y& do, be er&.&~!..~: Orihodoxy will 
cover a m&tude ofjrn, but a cloud of virtues can- 
not cover the want of the minuteif particle of 
W‘ hocfoxy . 

‘Tis expe&ed, no matter how unieafonably, 
that a man fhoutd always adhere to the party he 
has opcc taken. ‘Tis the opinion of the worId, 
that. he’ is 4 his Me bdu1~d by the fubfiriptioas 
Be made in his Brlt years ; as if a man were as 
wife at twenty-four, and knew as much of the 
Scripture and antiquity and could judge as welt; 
af them, as he cm at fifty. And yet if a map 
will be @dyiig thei things, be cannot be f&4 
b &all continue a year !ogether in the f&nr 
Jsntirnrnts : And, if he fhodd no-t, he mufi either 
fiifle his perfuafion, againA the d’i&ates of his, 
confcience ; or be expofed to t‘he worfi treat- 
ment, to be callid a renegndo, a f&fe brother, a 

bfreric, or any thing that malice can fuggefk. 

But I have not yet done. This is not ehF 
worff of it. This perhaps you may pretend to 

’ defpife, and not care wh‘lt the world fays of you, 
fb long as your cotljirtns cannot reafoach you- 

336 Well j 
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Well ; let then all concern for reputation go i 
Can you be proof againfi one further con@pencc 
of lying under the imputation of hev/Jy ? Can 
you,bear to fee yourfelf, your wife and children, 
ruined and undone ? This, I fee, fiartles you.- 
But you ak ; What danger corn there be of that ? 
An Englrjjman, y,ou fdy, is out of the reach. of 
pPr/erution or an inqu;/Ttion : That fpirit, God 

I be thanked, is banifhed the fand; and even 
cmviA heretics are prote&ed from the fimes. 
Very true ; the fpirit _ of pe&htiolp is either 
gone, or is difarrtled ; and. that 1 lookoe as uric 
of the invaluable blefings of the revolution : 
Rut can you be fure it will not return ? And . 

. ft1ppofe it will not ; are you therefore fecure, 
that an imputation of hrrefy will not end in the 
ruin of yourfelf and family? You and your 
children will not be btrrnt indeed ; but you may 
be as eEe&ually ruined, as if you were, You 
may be ~x‘ommunicated; and in virtue of that bi 
thrown into jail, to rot there, while your family 
are Oarving. And (which cannot be too well 
confidered) when once you ‘come into thofe 
ki rcumfiances, what is there can deliver you ? 
Your punishment will lait and be the fame, aslong 
as you continue in the fame mind, A rule of 
punishment, peculiar to the eccZfJ.&? ftate. In 
cis;ilcafes, the offender, if his crime be not ca- 
‘pitai, fuffers a fenprary punifbment, propor- 

tioned 



tloned to the fault he has corn&ted ; and whca! 
ha has undergone that, nothing further is re- 

> quired of him, except ifi fomecafes to find fecu- 
tity for his good behaviour for the future. BLlr 

in cafes of hct~fy, there is no regard to the dl*gm 
of the offence, in. the punishment inAi&ed. Nor 

I is there any end of it. ‘Tis not enough to have 
fuf&red the JkereJ punishment, though‘ for the 

_ . fiaZZeJ offence ; ‘tis not exiongh to give,fecurity 
- afnot offending for the future : The innocent 

offender mufi declare (what ‘tis often times im- 
JW$W he Should declare) that he has ch?nged 
l&‘katim&nts,and iobccome orthodox; and this, 
though perhaps ‘no n&hods of convibh havle 
beeti ufed, except that of punIJ?v,+zent be one. 
This is the miferable condition of a conviA he- 
rytic : The punishment which fell on him for 
qiwc@ng thoughis hurtvica~, he rnuc conf !‘n~e t3 
endure for barely thinking ; which is a th&g nob 

I 
in his power, but depends on the tDz&‘ence that 
appears to him : He muit for ever (cruel juftice!) 
for ever fuffcr for his pri?ate thcwghts (though 
they go not beyond his own heart,) the puni&- 
&nt which fome overt-a& has once drawn 
upon him. To panim toties quoties, as often as 
thofe overt-a& are repeated, will not fatisfy 

l the holy $%e: vor can H forbearance of ft~ch 
a& avail any thing, or a promife of Grence fog 
the future j which yet is alI that is fn a man’s 

power. 
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power. No ; he mufi recant, whether he &a& 
or not ; and generally ‘tis required to be doe, 
*in words drawn up for him. So that, if he do, 
not fee reafon to change his opinion ; and will 
Bat fay he has changed, when he has not ; he is 
ZII for life, and his punihment can only end 
with it. 

Indeed, on every fuppofition, a man excom- 
municated for her& has fad time of it. For if 
he 3~s not recant, he is (as I have faid) in pri- 
igsl fbr life, an& his faf&~-rair&‘&~~c ; and if 
he &ES recant, what does he get by it : his 
liberty indeed, but what elfe ? Will people be- 
lieve he is fincere ? Will they not think his 
recantation loofely drawn in favoirr of him, to 
make it a recantation irr tz~fkmm~e onfy 2’ Or, 
if il: be in the it rongeA words, will he not, if 

he fubmit to it, be fufpe&ed to equivarnte? Wile 
they not expel3 the re~f&zs of his change ; will 
they not A, (if he fay6 no more for the or~holiox 
fide than he has faid before) why, if thefe rea- 
fins are convincing no\y, he did not think them 
fo before ? Will th ey not conclude, that so him I 
they are inconclufive itill ; unlefs he can find 
betret reafons than the befi that h‘ld been be- 
fore offered him ? Which I take to be a con- 
tradifiion. And will it not be argued from 
thence, that he is not changed! that ‘tis the 
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-)polfk,nent only, and sbr his opinions, he ~0~14 
bva ? So that if be CW~~PWJ in his opinions, he 
& lie under all the infamy and punifiment of 
&reh 5 hi if lk does not, yet it will be fiip- 
pofed he d-. kle is punished for a&ing 
&dhgto bb c~fcirncc ; and, if he would leave 
the btrqj imputed to h*hu, he will be faid to aA 
OgoinJt his conJcienc8 ; and perhaps be reputed a 
wm/r man than he was before. This in all 
events: once a heuotic, and always miferable. 
The reputation (change, or not) is never to be 
retrieved ; no preferment or employment to be 
&flpcL for. s .83e will always be fufpe&ed of 
bcq$, who is once guiltj ; and his wife and 
children rn& fee him the perpetual fubjeQ of, 
reproach and obloquy ; and feel it too : Feel it 
in their charafier, feel it in their maintenance ; 
as if the children of a hptic were a brood of 
monllers, nuifance t0 the Comluon-we&b, and 
infe&ed the very air they breathe in. 

There misfortunes a man of the moft WY&- 
m@rd Zifi may draw upon himfelf and family, ie 
he will be medling with fo dangerous a itudk 
and cannot in r~7$&~e diffemble the refult of it. 
Misfortunes, which the vile/, lewdcj, molt in+ 

moral wretch upon earth, is in no danger of. 
The greatefi immoralities, nay, a long cou~fe of 
-them, lhall oftentimes efcape unpunifhed ; efpe- 
ci&Iy if a man be very orthtdox : But if they dd 

not 
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‘not, the punihment extends only lo the per/on of, 
the offender. It derives no infamy on h/mjrfif he 
reforms, npr on his children if he do not. They 
are rather pitiid for having fuch a father, and 
every body is willing to be kind to them, Who 
now, after this, can be fo fond of a iiudy, that 
may bring on him, let him be never fo innocent, 
{uch a load of m&y and infamy, a load with,- 
out meafure and withour end ? And if this wilZ 
be the confequence of excommttnicatian, tell me 
how much better ‘tis than per-fecutiwz. 

, , 

But you will fay, that ‘tis poab-fe a man’& 
itudies rnuy not lead him into any beret&al opi- q 
nion ; and if they kould, yet ‘tis not very eafy 
to convih a heretic, or to fay what is hereh. To 
the jr- I have already faid enough : As to the 
other, I confers ‘tis not very eafy to tonriB a man 
of her~fi. The law feems to be clefjrient in this 
point ; but who knows how foon this defeA may 
be fupplied by a SW law? And in the mean 
.&me, it may be dificulr indeed ,to convi& a man 
of herQ ; but perhaps it may be found not to 
be impo@ble. And, if it’ihould; ‘tis but chang- 
ing the word, and the offender may be come 
upon eafily enough. If, through a defeti in 
the laws, he cannot be convi&ed of here/ry, he 
may however be convioed of writing or fpeak- 
ing againz the efiabliihed doBrine of Lhe church.; 



But you are willing to think the temper of the’ 
Engi@ clergy more moderate, and the genera- 
lity of them averfe to every thing that looks like 
the&Xt of popery ; as the ruining of a gbod 
man, merely for matters of opinion, mufi be al- 
lowed to do. I wilt; you may find it fo, if ever 
tliere Should be occafion. I confers there has 
appeared a goodfpirit, a very humane and clir~J 

. tian temper in fame late writings, where perhaps 
it was not much expeAed ; but for ati that, I 
mufi beg leave to differ from you, If indeed no 
one would juu’ge in a caufe he did not under- 
Rand ; if no one were allowed to underitaod a 

- caufe of hrrefy, but who was a goodjudge of the 
f&fe of Scripture and ofpriml’tbe alztiquity ; if no 
one were efleemed to know Scri‘pture and anti- 
quity, but thofe who hadJudied them w&l, who 
had read them carefully with their own ~CJ, and 

did 
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a&d that will draw on him all the fame confed’ 
quences, that here/y would do. For k-e/5) is the’ 
oppofing the do&rine of the Catholick church; 
but the do&rine of the ejublified church, wiU- 
readily befippofed to be the do&rine of the Ca- 
IL& church; and therefore to oppofe the doc- 
trine of one, is in effe& to oppofe both. So that 
a man fhall be deemed a heretic to all intentS and 
purpofes, and fentenced to the fame punishment> 
though in the fentence i&If, for his comfort,: 
the word hereb may be left out. 
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did not t&e the fenfe of them qon iratt from 
dera writers; if the mgammtr for his opiaiob 
ware to be &L&W,& before his opinion were 
c&sdemne&; it a maa; bfore he gave his vote, 
wme tb fq his1 lmad apon- his heart, and declare, 
kimtklf thtns quaiikled to judge; that he hacf 
confidered the matter. and would fpaak nothing 
bat what he thought ; on thefe fuppofitions, E m 
apt to-think, a number of judges would, not very i 

‘% eai;$ be found ; and, when they were, it ma;g : 
reafbnably be pre&smed .tb~r, tkey ~4x4 IWO 
be very forward to condemn. They would be 
Ccnfible there was room for honeit minds to be 
&led, from. what they had read and obferved 
themfelves ; they wound know that there is more 
t*o: b &id oa t&e* other We, than the generahty 
ar ad dream of; they would be careful how 
they dif’couraged learning, by difcouraging the 
enquiries of learned men. They would be very 
unwilhng a man should fufE’er by their fentence, 
whofe life they are fure is innocent and vir-” 
tuom, but whofe opinions they cannot be fo fure 
are falfe or dangerous. They know difcou- 
ragements in learning and virtue to be of fuch ill 
confequence, that a man’s opinions mufi be very 
bad indeed, to make it neceifary to come to 
fuch extremities, But give me leave to fay, 
you have no reafon to expeEt fuch judges, or 

fuch a backwardaefs to judge. ‘Tis always 

fiPPo/ed 
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ji@,bd, the the d&Axe of the chuxh paa m 
of+ is @ht.; that it is the 610&k c& Scriptwo 
rod ardquity. And this, &very .My thiaks he 
utide&ands. So that little learning or reading 
is nt&ky, to ma& aq clerggmon Z-S @de OV+S 
&4 lexnedefk man alive. 

Another thing 1 take leave to tell you, is that 
tiofi men think they can do c~rt/cie&u/ly, what- 
ever they can do ie&&. Men of refired and ex- 
e&d urrdJr/pmdings, who have a large corn-pa& 
of thaw@, am3 have lookt into the principles 
of things, know thar w&ten tatus are but de4 
d&ions of the law of natme, which- is prior to 
aH hurnan inzitt&zs : That thek fomet”lmes de- 
~iate fimtt that unwritien law ; and, when they 
do, are of RO real incrinfic authority. They 
kM dtttt a thicrg is mt jup md rtt$rrabJe bw 
eade iC is &&?e~; But, in good governments, 
is cnu8ed, becaufe ‘tis ju/S and rea/onabZe. They 
know that Cazur are fometiws obtained by fur- 
prize and corruption, by party-management, 
by craft or fuperfiition. They know that penal 
laws in matters of religion, are feldom a&if& 
able. They would not eafily contribute to the 
~al&g them, ; and, when they are made, would 
be glad to have them generally lie dormant. 
They know that no authity of ttsan can alter 
the n&we of things, or juflify a crud or 11t1+44 

c fentence 
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fe :tence in the fight of God. They are fore; 
that if to punifh men for their opinions be not 
very right, ‘there is no medium, it mufi be uq 
wrong. ’17s public robbery or murder to de- 
prive a man of his life or goods for his religion ; 
if it be not j$? in itfelfm do To, as well as Zga6 

Some perhaps may think in this manner ; but 
there mufi be men of refin’d and exalted under- 
fIan.dings; and therefore mult be very fiw. 
The gcneruliig) think they may (0 jlr/7/y, what- 
ever they can do lega+. And it is, no doubt, 
for &m?, a good rule. They cannot judge of 
the nature of things for ihemjhes ; anB there-1 
fore he law is the mofl prqper guide and direc- 
tion thy can have. As long therefore as there 

. are Mws to pun% the afirters of beretz’cnl opi- 
nicns, or fuch as oppofe the eJlablf&d do&?&es ; 
you may depend on it, they will not be fuf- 
fered to lie dormant. There will never be 
wanting great numbers, who will call aloud to 
have them put in execution ; and they will 
think their zeal in this matter, the be) Service’ 
they can do the church. 

This is human nature : thus it has been itq al& ‘! 
times. And no experience of the mifchief done _ 
to chriltianity by a forwardnefs to pronounce 
anathema’s on thofe who difEred from the P-P 

ciiued 



and ORTYODOXY J.&en. G 

r;a+ecLopinions, will make us wirer. It may, I 
doubt not, be dcmonJi7rated with The greatefi 
evidence, that al! chr-$ian church have fufXe.red . 
more by their zeal for ortbcdo,~y, and by the vio- 
lent methods talqen to promote it; than from 
the utmo.0 efforts .of their great@ enemies. Bgt, 
for all that, the worJd will Ml think the fatne 
methods neceGry. The fame zeal sviI1 prompt 
td the fame per/ecutions or prufkutions, (call them 
which you will) without confidering that tb 
fime mcanj mu& neceKarily produce, at long- 
gun, the fame fataZ confepemes. 

Let me therefore entreat you, not ‘to fancy the 
world is altered in this #point. DO not think 
your opinions cannot ruin you, becaufe ‘tis net 
wajhzable they should. Do not flatter yourfelf, 
that temper, pi&dew ;rad moderation, can in reli- 
gious controverfies get .the better of bzdij$eet 
zeal, Eijotry and JiperJition. In fiort ; be not 
haIIy in efpoufing of opinions, which can have 
no other effea, but to lay the 8ey med at the 
mercy of the war/. Every mean per-n, who has 
nothipg to recommend him but his orthodoxy, 
and owes that perhaps wholly to his ignorance; 
will think he has a right to trample on you with 
contempt; to afperfe your charader with viru- 
lent refleoions ; to run down your writings as 
mean and pitiful performances, and give hard 
ncntes to opinions he &es not under-and; which 

you 
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you mufi bear, without the leaft hopes of being 
heard a word in your defenca \ 

Let me obferve one thing more ; that ‘tis the 
misfortune of a chrgyman, that he is confined to‘ 
one pr~f8flu~. Other men, if they cannot live in 
one way, are at ‘liberty to try anothr : But a man 
who has once the indelible chara&er, mufi live , 
by the tne profefion he has made choice of. If ’ 
therefore that livelihood be taken from him ; 
‘tis in vain he has Idarning, parts, indu&-y, and 
q?$licotioto. He Wiii not be rUowcd to take any 
other courj to repair the lofs he fuffers by his, 
opinions as a clergyman. His time, and for- 
tunes, and fiudies, have been fpent to make him 
ufeful in that one prof&oa; and5 if he had 
abilities to maintaiohimfeif in 9 &w, ‘tis too 
late : He has made his choice, and mufi abide 
by it. This then is the unhappy dilemma a 
reputed hertt& is reduced to; he will neither be ~ 
fuffered to K~cp the profefion, nor to leave it ; 

~ he Ihallneitha live in it, nor wt of it. So that, 
aotwithflanding his h-ning, parts, wirfue, and 
i&~+y ; though he could make a good lazuyw, 
phvdian, merchant, or me&banic ; if he be not 
ortbudox, all poabilities of living comfortably, 
at leaf?, and reputably, are taken from him. Go 
now, and think, if you can, that the advice I 
give you, is not the advice of a friend, ‘Tis the 
advice of one who loves virtue and learning, 

I who 
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w%o is a friend to all g0Oa men, and is in parti- 
cuiar greatby concerned ,for ;your fuccefs and 
advancement in the world. ‘Tis advice fecond- 
ed by the examples of the greaten men. For 
name me any one of the men mofi famed for 
learning in’this or the lait age, who have feri- 
onfly turned them&es to .theJtrdy ftbe Scr+ 

rum. 1 might name to you the mofi eminent 
men down from Sraliger and Cafudon to the 
prefent time. Gapelk indeed, and the excellent 
-Grotiq are exceptions ; but they met withfuch 
+gr, that one has little encouragement from . 

their eJreu$es. %3ut.tWt to go beyond 6ur own 
country; who are themen that bave excelled 
mail (excepting always Sir //sac Nmtm) in 

philofophy, afironomy and mathematicks ? Have * 
they not been clergymen f And was not their WITS 

‘in thefe fciencea, the effL9 of their great and 
co&ant application to them ? Was not that 
time fpent in tbe$j’udier, that jou think fhoula 
have beeu applied to the&4 of the Scriptures ? 

On the other hand, take out two or three from 
Co great a body; and where is there a clergy- 
man of a great genius, and that has made a chief 
figure in the learned world, that has writ upon 
the ScriptwerP at leafi with any mafierly fkill 

‘ in critick Z 

And what is it, that all this can be imputed 
to? Did there learned men decline this fiudy, 

becauli 
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becaufe they wanted the atZties proper for it ? 
Sorely that will not be faid of men of their con- 
felt learning. Or was there want of inclination 
.,and good-will to it ? No, they were men of vir- 
.tzle, and gcod prLte/?ants, as w.ell as fcholars and 
men of letters. What then ? Did they, who 
have taken fo much pains upon o&er books, and 
with Co much fuccefs, think the Scripturei the 
only ones that needed nut their help ? Neither 
can that be pretended. They faw the facred 
bqoks, .&rough t-he itj~y of &XU and the igno- 
rance of fcrih, had/$%ed as well as others ; 
.and much more by faJe andabjk-d interpretations. 
To be plain : the crre thizzg that turned them 
from Co noble and n.eceKary a itudy, was the 
uant of Literty; which, in GisJudy only, is de- 
nied men. They found it was dangerous to 
examine impartially, and fpeakfreely ; that they 
lnufl write witbcut Lbrr~‘~, or with ~ofi)ty ; 
xhat it would be expeCted of them, to itrain all 
their wit and learning to patronize and pab’iate 
grois errors, inftead of expojlzg or mending of 
them ; and to fupport the reuived interpyetations, 

however abfurd, infiead of fuch as reaJn and 
bar nhg convinced them were the onb trzre oier. 

But this was a tafk, which men of ingenuous 
mind,, whore integrity and 1~~ of truth was equal 
to their penetration and great abilities, could 
not fubmit to. For men to have eyes and un- 

derftandings 
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it will put you into a way of making a- decent 
provifon for your family, and give a good edu- 
cation to thofe two fine children God has blefid 
you with, and you may have many more. The 
other will Self fatigue you with! many diffictil- 
ties, and espofe you to the mofi fatal confe- 
quences : It will draw on you an Supportable 
load of infamy, as a difiurber of the church, and 
an enemy to the orthodox faith ; and in all pro- 
bability end in the extreme poverty and ruin of 
yourfelf and family. Which God forbid Cnould 
ever be the cafe of one who has no other views 
but to dedicate histife to God’s fervice. I am, 

Your faithful Amble jimant. 

c 2 i 
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FT E R a11 that.has been faid in this long A letter, I am perfuaded that many readers 
will itill think what is here advanced, a ifrange 
paradox ; or perhaps be fcandalized at it as a 
tery wicked one ; and will on no terms allo*w, 
that clergymen kould lay afide what q&r to be 
their r&ef’w& AA, 89 bpM8M#LQCIG,,T MGU 
confefs I am entirety of the fame mind. .I am as 
unwilling, as lbey can be., to admit the con&r- 
fion, that the JuJy of ihe Scripfurcs thould be 
dejhd; and yet cannot deny, but, humanely 
ipeaking, this mufi be the cMe&&ce from 
there premifes. If therefore we will not allow 
the co~lujon, we mufl kow the premi$s to be 
untrue, and that this Rudy will tlot be attended 
with /b much danger. But this we in vain at- 
tempt, if we do not OUT parts at leafi, that there 
may ;:ot he the conJkp~72ce~. For as long as they 
are, the/i&y rf the Script-es will certnin!y con- 
tinue to be nqlefitcd, as it now is ; and all men 
who ;xt i5r:tc to thefe ron,$uences in any degree, 
da f0 far clijlau ‘aze the Judy of the Scriptures, 
mkatwer they pretend. 

In truth, there is nothing more abfurd, than 
to Liy the glorious things we do daily of the 

Scriptures ; 
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Scriptures; and, at the fa?ne time, make the. 
fIu.dy of them, to men of fincere and honefi 
minds, fo extremely hazardous and inccnv~ni&t. 
If theu .we would not be guilty of ni/cauraging a 
ftudy, which we acknowledge to be the gr~al 
daty of the clergy, as we are chr;J7Lanr ; if we 
would be true to the fundamental principles of 

. the refirmation, as protP/lijnts, that the Srr$tures 

are the only rde of faith ; let us ufe our beit en- 
deavours to remove the great ob/acZes that lie 
againit the fiudy of them ; let us do what Eve 
can, that learned men may have fu!Z fiber/y to 

fiudy the S&ipturesfr&lj, and impartially ; good 
encouragement given them to go through the IO- 
bsur and dz$kJties of fuch a fiudy, not flightly 
and fuperficially, but with application and dili- 
gence as the nRture of the thing requires; aud 
have leave to ipeak their Ceofe. with all manner 
offifety : That their epnions .may be examined 
fa’r4 and wish temper : That their namesqbe not 
unjufily loaded with calumny and/lander; that 

t their words and a&ions may be interpreted with 
/ the fame cnndour, as is shown to thofe that differ+ 
[ from them : That, if what they advance be 

right, it may be received; if wrong, their errors 
may be refuted, as the m$aRes of lrarned men on 

. 
other fu bjeRs ; if doubtful> and the Scriptures Cry 
fo little, or fpenk fo obfcurely, that nothing can 
certainly be decided either way ; that then no- 

cz ~ bodglr 
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body may be obliged to take sitherjide as net@ 
j&y: That, whether aheir notions be right or 
wrong, their perfons may in all events be fafe, 
and their maintenance not affe&ed by it : That 
as Jong as they live virtuou/y, and wj ite with all 
due modejy and gcoct. manners, and advance no- ’ 
thing that breaks in upon morality and guvern- - 
merit, they may be treated in all refpe&s as thofe 
are or ought to be, who employ themfelves in 
qny other part-of ufeful learning. 

I mufi add, kt them be never PO much in the 
zurang, I can apprehend no danger from it to the 
rhu~-rll; or that the errors of a few men, can 
have any confiderable influence in oppofition to 
a great body of a vigilant and learned clergy, 
who will be always able and ready to de$nd tha 
rrce!‘ved notions, if they mn’be defended ; and if 
theycan?zot, it mu(t be allowed they ought not. 
But if fame in:onv:niencies would arife fr.om the 
liberty I contend for, they are nothing in compa- 

I-I$~ of thofe that muft follow from the want 
of it. 

Till there is fuch a liberty allowed to’ clergy- 
meu ; till there is fuch a fecurity for their repu- 
tations, fortunes, and perfons; I fear I mui) 
add, till fo difficult a Audy meets with propor- 
tionable enrouragemenl ; ‘tis impofibie a JirlcdTe, 
@al tial and laborious opphcation to it, ihould; 

genera@ 
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gneraliy prevail : And till it does, it is -as,im- 
pafible t)ie Scripturer fhould be u%ell rinh~,lood:* 
And till? they ar,e, rhey are a rule of faith in nnme 
OdY. For ‘tii; not the: words of Scripture, iiuc 
the/r‘e$, which is the ?-u/f ; and fo far rts that is 
not z~~lle~~oo~, fo far the Scri,itarer are mt fit/r 
pu’e, whatever we pretend ; but the Jnj that 

mu.2 hz3~ put on them ; men f&/lib/e as ourfclves, 
and ivho were by no means fo well fur~lj/hed, as 
tile lear ne& at prefenr are, with the proper he1 ps 
to find out the true mennrng of Scriptut e. And 
while we take the knfe of the SclTptures in thig 
manner wpcn confen?, and fie not with our OWII 
eyes ; we infenfibly’ relapfe into rhe princij:ks o,i’ 
pupq, and give up rhe on) gro:lr;d on which we 
can juffity our frparation from the church of 
Rome. ‘I’was a rigtt toJ7Tfijy aA judge of‘the 
80 iptures for themfelvez, that our fiJ reformer; 
af?erted with fo goad effe& ; and their /;,cce@s 
can defend their adherence to rhem, on no othw 

p: iacipIe, 

JE then we are concernpil for the iludy of the 
kiiptures, further th.In ifi U-O?-(1~ ; if \ve in 
earaefl think them the ofi,/? relf tffi2itb ; let us 
a8 as if we thought fo : Let us heartily encou- 
rage a free and impar tial Judy of them ; let us-. 
Isy &de that malignant, arbitrary, perficcuting, 
p9pf~% fpirit ; let u5 put no fetters on mens un- 
ck-flandings, 1101’ any other bounds to their 

cq? enquiries, 
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enquiries, but what Godand truth have fet. Let: 
us, if we would not give up the pr+bvzt prin; 
rip/e, that the Scriptures are plain and char in the. 
7kwJury avticfes j declare nothing to be nccefi?y, 
but what is cIearb reuealtd in them, 

Then may we hope to fee the fludy of there 
divine books fo happily cultivated by the united. 
labours of the learned, when under no difcou- ~ 
rngements; that all may in the main agree in 
the true meaning of them. Places that can te 
uxier/ao/d, they will agree in underflanding alike; 

’ iicll at leafi as are of conffquence to the faith. , 
And for fuch rLs are teo #we to be cleared up, 
~iih any ce-ri&n~y, thofe likewife they will agree 
about, aRd 1 unanimoufly confers they are fuch , 
as no a&h, of failh cm. be grounded upon, or% 
prcvedfr>m. Next to the underfianding a text- 
of Scripture, is to know it can’t be certainly. 
underfiood. When the clear and dark places of. 
Scripture are thus diflinguifbed, an unity may 
then reafonably be hoped for among proteflants 
in necefiry points ; and a diference of opinion in 
fuch as are not tieu@ry, can have no marzner of 

i/l rtnfiquenre, nor any way dilturb the peace of 
the church ; fince there wiil then be nothing 
left in its doflrines, to il;jaame mens PaJon!, or 

KEEL! their cormpt interrj?s, when we are all agreed . 

about ~vhat is @:tiAl to religion; and what is. 
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not efintial, is looked on as indifirelrt, fo that a . 
man may take one fide, or the &Pr, or neither, 
or may change, as he fees reafon, without 
offer. ce. 

Upon the whole,. a f-ce and imparticl/udy off 
the Scriptures, either oigkl to be encouraged, or 

it ought not. There is no med,‘zrm ; and therefore 
thofe who are agai@ tnejde, which ever ir be, 
are neceffarily ffpctifeys cfthe other. Thofe who: 
think it oqEt mt to be encouraged, wil!, 1[ 
hope, think it no injury to be thought to de-’ 
fend their opinion upon /uch re&ns as have 
here been brought for it, till they give &tier. 
On the other hand, thofe who think thefe rea- 
ions inconclufive, and can’t find better; wi’l 
find themfelves obliged to conftfs, that fuch a 
fiudy ought to be encouraged; and confequently 
mufi take care how they are acceirpry to filch 
praaices, as in their natural confequence carl’t 
but tend to its difcouragement; lefi they come 
into the condemnation of thofe who Igce &r,6{,54 
rather than /i,,h!. and, for their panilhmcnt, Le 
finally adjudged to it. There is in this c:lfe n3 
other medium between cnr.uragip,g and ~I~GLL- 
raging, but what there is betv;een /i&h/ and 
darknel;. Every degree of darknefs, is a \\‘;lnt 
of fo much light ; and all want of light, is a 
certain degree of darknefs. To refufe then a 
greater degree, of light, where it can be had ; is 

c=; in 
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in truth to piefer darknefs : Which, in rnCF 
humble opinion, can never be reafonable or ex- 
curable. Thofe who are of another mind, 
plainly d$?rt$? themfelves or their eat,+. Which% 
if it can bear the ilght, why should it not be 
fhown in it! But if it cannot, ‘tis not the caufe - 
of God, or of the Son of God; for God is Fghti 
and in him is no darbnefs ; and the Son of God is 
the true light, which lig&&b mery mart that cometha 
inrb ibd world, 





A 

L E T T E R 
kYritten by the Reverend Jk2k John Hales,, 

of Eaton, ts ArchbiQ%op L AU D, q- 
on ~cca~o~ of bis Trek concerning 
SCHISM. 

May it pleofti your Gracq 

HE R E A S of late an abortive dif’- 
courfe, indited by me for the ufe of 
a private friend, hath, without law- 

&l pars, wandred abroad ; and miftaking its 
try,. is arrived at JOUY GrGce’s hands ; I have 
taken the boldnefs to prefent myfelf before you, 
iz bc!lalf of it, with this either upclog), or exc.zfi 
indi&m tly, being refolved in utrnmvis ahati,. 
to beg either your apprcbatiG?l OF your pador?. 
For myfcclf, I have marvelled, whence a fcribe 
IIM paper, dropt from Co worthlefs and incon- 
liderabie a hand as mine, should recover ib 
IRUC~ ftre-ngth, as to be able to give cfinL.e. 
EUt 1 COnfefs it to be moft true, thdt &&m in- 
chant jne~-ies, fo: tis jn’zlnt ; and a weak hand 
often kindles that fire, which the concourfe of 
the whole vicia:iry cmnot 

6 
quench, If therefore 

any 



any fire can ariCe out bf fo poor a fpark, (which .T 
I can hardly conceive) I am mpfelf here at 
hand to pour on.watep, to pwvent a farther 
mikhief. 

Whatfoever there.is intthat fdiedule, which 
may f&n apt to give ofince; COUMIS either in 
phra/k and manner of. exprefion ; or in the con-, 
teipff, and things them/etves, there prefled and J 
infifted upon. For thej9jl: Whofoever hat& ’ 
the misfortune to read it, fhall *find in it, for 
Me, iome things over-fami iar and fib-m&k ; 
Come things mote pZei&ant than. needed ; Come * 
things more four and fitirical. For thefe, mp! 
apology is but this, that your Grace would be 
pleafed to take in confideration, jr/, what the 
liberty of a letter might entice me to. SP~O&), 
I am, by genius, open and uzxgcautelous; and 
therefore fome pardon’ might be afforded to 
harmlefs freedom, and gayety offpirit, utterly de- 
void of all diitemper and malignity. T&t-db, 
fame part of the tbenie I was to touch upon, was 
(or at leafi feemed to me) of fofrnall and inccn- 

jiderable a moment ; and yet hath raifed that 
noire and tumult in the church, that I confefs it 
drew from me that ind$zation which is there 
exprelred. When Aug#us the emperor ws 
afked, what was become of his Ajax; (for he 
made a tragedy upon the life and fortunes of. 
that man;) he anfbvered, incubzrit ila fpongiam. 

For 
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For all there things which I have above touched 
upon, mp an fwer is, incumbant in fpongiam. And 
1 could heartily wiih,- (for, iti the cafe L am,.1 
have nothing but good wi/ses to help me) that 
they into whefc hands that paper has unluckily 
fillen, would favour me fo much as. eo/^ponge 
&em ou c. 

Nixv concerning the rh&gs dif’cuffedfi in the 
pamphlet, I humbly beg.leave, before I come to 
particulars, to fpeak -for myfelf thus much in 
genera!. If thei be HYWS which I have here 
vented, (as perchsnce they are ;) yet my will 
hath no part in them, and they are but the 
iffies of unfortunate inquiry. Galen, that great 
phyfician, [peaks thus of himfelf, ‘EyO’ 8” L&C ZK! 
&rW~ I&s, &C. 1 Know not how (Cays that 
worthy perfon) evenft-on2 my pouth up, in a wonr 
derful manner, whether by divine infpiration, cr by 

fury and poJ+n, or however you. may piufe to 
Jife it, I have much contemned the. opinion oftbe 
J&NT; but TRUTH and KNOWLEDGE, 
1 have above meafire afefled ; verily peyJnading 
my/-J& that a fairer, more divine Jortune, could 

never befal a man. Some title, fame claim I 
may jufily lay to the words o-f this excellent 
perfon: For the purfuit of TRUTH hath been 
my only care, eyer fince I firit underflood the 
meaning of the word. For this, I have forftiken 
all hopes, all friends, all defires, Qhich might 

. biaCs 
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biafs me, and hinder me from driving right at 
what I‘ aimed. Fbr this, I have fient my rnh 
nies, my: means, my youth,. my age, and all.1 
have; that I might remove from myfeN that 
cenfure of Terlulljan, -Sue vitio quis puid ig-- 
norat. If with all this coil and pains, my pur- 
chafe is but error; I may fnfely fay, ti err hath- 
coil me more, than it has many to find the 
Ruth: And truth it&f kall give me this tefii- 
many at lafi, that if I have mifid of her,. it is. 
not my fault, but my misfortune. 

Having begged’your Grace’s pardon for this? 
~r~r~~ohoy~x, (peradventure -unfeafonable ;) I, 
will take liberty to confider of the things them- 

’ j’ves difcuffed in the pamphlet. And $9, 
howfoever I have mifcafi fome parcels of my ac- 
count, yet I ti mofi certain that tha total fim 
is right; for it amounts to no more than that 
precept of the apofile -As far as it is PoJible, 

have peace with all men. For this purpofe, hav-- 
ing fummoned up fundry occafions of SCHISM5 
and valuing them with the befi judgment I 
could ; I itill ended with advice to all poJitfe. 
accommodatiotr and communion, otle on& excepted 
Now certainly there could be no great harm in 
the psemz$s, where the conc/tiJon was nothing 
elfe but pew, 
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One of the ancient grammarians, delivering 
the laws of a comedy fomewhat fcrupulouflp, 
thought Nlt pofi Ferrum non&are in Cornedi2, 
ne traBJea; in 7ragtidiam ; that to nam’e a f+ord: 
in a comedy, was enough to fright it into a tra- 
gedy. The very theme I handled, caufed me to 
fall on words of dzJhztion and ntz$ and tutl;lu!t, 
andJi7irr: Yet I hope it is but an unnecefiry 
fear, that the lafk fcene being.ppaze, the dif- 

courfe will provq &~y other than*corHi&. 

To touch upon every jari’ng/?ring in it, were 
too much to abufe JOW Grace’s patience, of 
which once already you have been fo extraor- 
dinary liberal unto me. All that may feem to,lie 
open to exCeption, 1 will comprize under TWO 
hea& ; within compafs of whiih, all other pet- 
ty and inferior matters will eafiiy fali. The 
PJ, concerns my carriage towards antiqnity ; 
the jcoud, towards atrthori/y: Again0 both 
wFi;h, I may be fuppofed to rrefpafs. For the 
jr/l’, I am thought to have been too J?Iv~~~ in 
cencuring antiquity, beyond that good YE&D 

which is due unto it. fn this point, my error, 
if any be, fpp:-ang from this; that taking a~~Zion$ 
to be thefruit by which men arz to be jccjged, 
3 judged of the fey-fir by their n&‘ons, and not 
OfaAiors by the per~‘!&r from whom they pro.- 
ceeded, For, to judge of a&k, by pet-J!nj and 

t:‘me:, 
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times, I have always taken it to be aoff u~aatuc 
ral, Hence it is, that having n,o good conceit 
(for I will fpeak the truth) of OZIP rule Sy which 
We celebraie the fepJ1 of EaJer ; (Fir/, becau fe 
‘tis borrowed of Mops, without any, warant’ 
for ought I know : Secondly, becau fe it is of tt~ z 
$; for, which way is the f&-vice of God OK 
man any jot more a 

di 
vanced -by making that feafi : 

wander betwixt day and day, than by fixing it. 
on one known day ? Thirdly, becauk it is obfcurs 
and intricate, few fcholars acquainting themfelves 
therewith, and there being nothing mare ridi. 
culous than D$cilks Nugm, ulelefs intricacies. 
apd obfcurities :) I could not with &#nce,. 
fpeak gently of thofe, who ufed fo fmali and :’ 
c;pntemptible an occ+fion,.to the great difiur- 
bance and rending of the churches ; and, in J 
maintenance of a toy and fzrnph ceremony which 
it is no way beneficial to p&erve, to fall into B 
.tbst error, than which themSelves every where 

, tell us there can, fcarccly Amy be more, dange- 
r0.u s . 

Whereas in one point, fpeaking of churchT 
authority, I bluntly added, [which is none;] I: 
-muit acknowledie it was uncautiomJ1 fpoken ; 

\ 
and, being taken in a genlra&y, is; falfe; tho’ 
as it refers to the GL-COJG~ which- there I faI1 
upon,, ‘tis (as I think I may fafely fay) mcJ3 IYZM. 

Gq 



For church-authority, that is, authority refiding 
‘in ecclefiaflioal perfons, is either of jtrr~~&A w 
in church taufes, and. maiter of fib? ; or of deci- 

Jon in point 06 ~bzwch queJiorr_p, and dilphtabie 
opinion. ‘As for the f;r/3; in &uc~~cc~u~& or 
m&&r of fat?, ecclefiaflical perfons-in car28 of 
tlieir cognizance have the &me aurho?iiy as Z+R~ 
others have, to whom power of jurifdiQion is 
committed. Thyir con+$?ories, their courts, their 
dkerminaf~ons, ffand upon as warrantable evi- 
dtnce, as the decifions of ctber benches andcourts< 
do. 1 count in point of &LZ@Z of church.que~ 
tiom, if I fay of the autllorz$ o$the church, that 
it was now ; I know IZO adzwfiry that I have, 
the thurch of Rome only? euroepted. For this 
cansot. be true, except we III&~ the church judge 
of conf rtiver$3r j the contrary to which, we gene- 
rdlly maintain againf’t that church. Now it, 
plainIy appears, that upon this occafion I fp’pakc- 
it-: For, beginning to fpeak. of@@. ari[ing by 
reafon of ambiguous opinion, I brought1 in. 
nakedly thofe words which gavZ occafion of 
eflence; which if I had fpoken with due quali- 
fication, I had not erred atball. Again, whereas 
I did too pZG+ deliver myfelf De. Origine De- 
minii, and denied it to be founded either in na- 

lure or in religion, I am very well content to 
put off the decifion of this point till Elias comes,. 
In. the mean. time, whether it be true or falfe,. 

let. 
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let it pafs for my mifiake ; for ‘tis but a poi~@: 
of mere fpeculation, which we fall upon whtm 

we fiudy Arz/toile’s PoliticlFs ; and in common 
life and ufe, hsth no place at ali. -For aulhariiy 
is not wont to di/putit ; and it goes but lazily oni 
when it muit defend itfelf by orgament in the 
fchools. Whether dominion in Ciuilibus, or in 
Saw’s be x7kn~ WC. or comes in by divine right, 

it* concerns them to look to, who have dominion 
committed ro.them. To others, whofe duty it is 
to obey, (and to ng>lf above all, who am beit 
contented to live and’ die a poor and private 
man,) it is a fpeeulation meirly ufelefs. Our- 
Saviour queitions not He+od’s or Az4gtlJ3us’s 
title ; and confcffed that PiIute had his power 
from above ; which yet we know came but by 
delegation from Tiberius C&far. Let titles of 
honour and dominion, go as the providence of 
God will have; yet quiet and peaceable men 
will not fail of their obedience. No more win f, 
of ought: fo be that God and gtdd con/r;~~cc corn- 
mand not the contrary, A higher degree of 
duty, I do not fee Row any man can demand- at 
my hands. For whereas t?ie exception of good 
qvfcience, founds not well with many men ; be- 
can&e oftentimes under that form, pertinacy an& 
wi!fulne/j is fufpe&ed to couch i&elf : In this 

.. . cafe, it concerns every man fincerely to know 
the truth. of his own heart,. and Co according@ 



to determine of his own. w.ay, wha~rOever the: 
judgment of his fuperiors be, (or wha!foever everit ). 
befal him. For fince in cafe of confcience, man.y 
times there is a necefflty to fall, either into the 
&znds of men, or into the hands of God; of thefe’ , 
two, whether is the beit, I leave every particu, 
lar man to judge. Only I will add thus much t 
It is afearful thing to trifle with conflienre : For 
mofi aiTi.tredly, according unto it a, man fflalb 
ftand or fail at the la&,, 

One&-n more there is, which I would, if I\ 
might, pulI out of the foot of him, who filall 
tread upon that paper. For, by reafon of a par-. 
f&g& there, wherein I fiat-ply tafked epg2opai 
ambition, I have been. fufpe&d. by fome, into 
whore> h&ads that fchedale fell before ever it . . 
came to your Grace’s view, that in my heart I did ) 
fecretly lodge a maligniiy againfi the epijopal or- 
der, and that, under pretence of taxing the an- . 
tients, I fecretly 1ahe.d at the pre/ent times... 
What obedience I owe unto e~z~opaljurz~di~io~~~ 
I have already plainly and fincerely opened unto 
your Grace ; and my trufi is, you do believe me ; 
So that in that regard, I intend to fay no more ; 
and the very confideration of the. thif?gs them- 
J4ves which there I fpeak of, frees me from all d 
Mpicion of fecret gliding at the prejnt. For I 
f)fke .of/rh@.arifing either out of plwaldy of 

bifiops 
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%,ifhops in one diocefs, or fupsriority of bishops 
in fundry diocefis : Both thefe are it rangers to 

-*OUTS, and ‘proper to the ardent times.; the j$ 
arifing from the unrulinefs of the people, in 
whore hands in thofe times the nomination of 

bifhops was ; the other, from fomewhat (whe- 
-ther good or bad I know not) in the princes then 
living, who left the bishops to themfelves, (a- 

* mong whom /bme there were no better than 
other men,) and took no keep of the antient 
canons of the church, by which the limits, or- _ 
.ders, and preeminences of all dioceires and pr% 
$nces were fet. But our times have feen a prof- 
.perous change : For the nomination of bifhops 
(which was fometimes in the people) is now mofi 
happily devolved into the prince’s hand, together 
with the care of the prefervation of the bounds 
of bishops fees, and antient titles of precedency. 
So that now, fince that happy change, for well 

, near u?ze lundred years, we have had-no experi- 
ence of any fuch miforders; neither are we 
likely her-q%- to fear any, fo long as fo gaod, fo 
7nodera-1e, fo gracious a royal hand kall hold the 
fiern ; which God grant may be either in him, 

. . a- his, till times be ‘no more. 
1 
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rpoftle’s *dords) there may then be left iinnc I 
room for human injunAions of the ritual kind, 
limited by ihe z$ 4 e&$&g : But then we 
mufi take the hdib ex~r;/e here mentioned in 
a larger fenfe, and not underitand it o.f the 
‘j&&$3 ordinances -excluGve of others ; and 
whether that will fuit the interpretation Mr. 
K gives of the latter part of the verfe, I am 
not quite fatisfied. 

I expeCt you will fay that ‘Mr. J#? ‘by ritual 
*obfervaaces in the Chriltian church, mutl be 
‘underifbad of fuCh as are appointed -in the 
gufpeel; the divine wifdom being the befi judge 
*of what is either nece&-y or expedient for the 
‘church in any period ; and, I fuppofe, when 
‘ive meet, you will aik me for fame account of 
this genera! expa’hce I tafk of.7 For Mr. JK 
I pretend not to anfwer ; and for myfelf hall 
:only oEer, that pofibIy there may be j&w 
,inftrumentality in human rites towards edifi- _ 
cation, and that fuch inflrumentality may be 
verified by their effeAs and operations upon 
particular perfons, though you and I may have 
‘no experience of the like. \ 

However, I own, my notions of this e.~pe- 
dime are but very obfcure and confufed ; 
nor am I much enlightened by the epiicopal 

D2 char&= 
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eharge you mentioned to me fame time ago, 
and which was put into my hands this morn- 
ing, with a very high charafier, by my 
neighbour Mr. * * * *. Perhaps his lord-. 
hip’s do&ine might have the Ze/- weight with 
SW, for having fi much in the adverfar& 
kale, . . . 

Febraary 7th, I 75 2. 
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A Serious Inquiry, &c, 

MY LORD*, 

W H EN I firfi per&d your lordfhip’s 
charge, I could not. but think fame 

pafiges in it, particularly in the 13th and the 
three following pages, liable to many jufi ob- 
jeL?ions. 

My conjefiure was, that the papiffs, ever 
warchfui to countenance their fuperitition, by. 
pointing out the remnantsof it yet unpurged oug 
of our church, and to make their advantage of 
the concefions of Come of our unwary divines, 
would certainly lay their finger upon what JYX~ 
lordlhip has advanced concerning the import- 
ante of exlcrnal religion. 

Still this was but my conjeE!ure, which alone 
would never have afforded me fuficient reafons 
for troubling your lordfllip or the public on nr,~ 
occafion : But having now the misfortui;e to finiki 
them verified by a i!renuous recommcnJ,l:ion 08 
this very charge from a zealous and bigotted pa- 
pit’t to a worthy proteknt gentleman (bo:h ill 
my own neighb:>ul hood) your lprdfhip and the 



reafonable part of the public will, I truif, escufe 
me for dropping all other refpe& but what are 
due to my religion. and aagiance, till I have 
fi eely declared my rPntiments, of the dangerous 
tendency of your lordfhip’s do0rin.e contained 
in the packages above referred to. 

Your lordikip, b&ng told your clergy, p, I 3. 

“ That their chief bufinefs is to endcavour to 
“ beget a praAica1 fenfe of religion upon, the 
64 hearts of the people, as what they acknowledge 
*c their belief of, and profefs they ought to con- 
CC form themfelves to,” proceeds to fay, “ and 
‘i this is to be done by keeping up, as we are 
4‘ able, thefirm and face of religion with de- 
66 ~er)cy and reverence, and in fucb a degrco: as 

‘6 to bring the thoughts of relig?on @en to 
c; their minds ; and then endeavouring to make 
4: this form nrare and more fubfervient to pro- 
66 mote the reality and power of it.” 

?‘ho’-your I-ordfhip’s ,exprefion in this pafI%ge 
is not very clear, yet the fubfequen*t parts of thle 
difcourfe lead us to underftan& your ?ordfiip 
here of the clergy’s end~azvws in their public 
miniitrations : and thereupon to remark, that the 
clergy of the church 06 Eugi’and have no way 
of keiping ;p the fi~rn and face of religion any 
ofin~-, or in any other degree, than is dire&ted by 
theprelcribed order of the church; uor can thep,. 
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1 apprehend, contrive to make rhi’s form more or 
!r/s fubfervient to promote the rtwIity and pcwer 
cf religion, beyond the common operation of the 
form irfeif: and what that may be.we fhall have 
occafion,to confider by and by. 

There are indeed fame methods of keeping up 
the form and j&e of religion jzz u,G with fame 
clergymen of our’church (tho’, I think, butfew), 
which are not prefcribed in our efcabMhed ritual; 
filch as, bowing to the EaJ, turning the face 
to that quarter in repeating the creeds, dipping 
ihe finger in water, and therewith crofing the 
child’s forehead ia baptifm j and iome others of 
the like fort : But, that your Iordfhip means to 
encourage any thing of this kind by the degree, 
in which you would have this fi0rtn and fare of 
rkligion made more and mart f#bJrvient, &c. I 
mnnot be perfuadsd. 

A late eminent and pious prelate, well fkilled 
in the ritual of the church of England, hath told 
us that (‘ altho’ our church claims a power (in 
“ common with other national churches) to OP 
*( dain, ,change, and abol$ ceremonies or rites, or- 
“ daitted only by ~ado.auth-ity, j tkat allthz’ngr 
‘4 be done to edtyying [art. 34.3 get of this ea’& 
‘Ljying fhe does not allow or make any bl$op+ 
“ par&n, or cur&e to be the judge, but‘ has tied 
4L them down to certain ruler -the rubrics of, 

D& ‘c the: 
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‘( the common-prayer, which are allo I)OVJ con- 

i 

gc firmed by the laws. of the land-Whofoever 
j 
‘: 

4‘ does I!/; [than is prefcribed in there ~U~YZ’CJ] 
6c is an ofender ; whoever does morf, is an inno- 

1 
1 

cc z~fcr, and does it without authority, and is 1 I 
6‘ fitter to be ptrni,hed than follOwcJ*,” kc. 

But, as ? have little inclination, and Iefs au- ,: 
thority, to put a conk-u&ion upan your lord- : 
fhip’s words inconfifient with Co plain at?ateof : 
the cafe, for no better reafon Shari becaufe I ,’ 
unnot underfland them myfelf in any other, I q 
am obliged to leave them under their preknt 
ambiguity, and pafs on to Comething more in- 
telligible. 

“ The form af religion,” continues your ’ 
lord fhip, ‘I Anay indeed be where there is little 
‘6 of the thing itfelf ; but the thing itfelf can- 
‘4 not be preferved amongfi mankind without 
(‘ the form.” 

Which may be very true if your lordfhip 
means the Pagan, the Mahcmtan, the Romati 
Cu05olz’ck thing called religion : Take away the 

form from the religion of any of there, and you 
effe&ually deitroy the fbing itfelf : But, furely, 
your lordkip, on fecond thoughts, will not ex- 
tend this maxim to the Chriftian religion. 

+ Bp. FZ~ttwood’s works, fbl, 1737. p. 722, 
The 
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The Chriitian religion was revealed and dif- 
penfed, as we are taught, to make mankind happy 
both here and hereafter ; we are farther tatight 
that the circumitnnces of this’religion, witholit , 
the fpirit or power of it, will have no efficacy to 
procure this happinefs : Now one or more parti- 
cular chrifiians may be Co fituated that they can- 
not have the benefit of rhe folm [the public form, 
of which your lordki’p is now fpeaking.] Ap- 
piy your lordlhip’s premiffes to the cafe of fuch 
people, and the confequence will be, that they 
can have no r&ion amongft them. 

How different are the kndments of the great 
and good archbishop ?irlotfon. His opinion was, 
that a man may be a very religious and good 
chriitian, ‘6 who quietly, and without any WI@ 
(a and b@e minds the/itb/tanGuZparts of religion, 
u and is truly devoted towards GOD, jufi and 
“ peaceable, and charitable towards men ; meek 
“ and humble and patient, kind and friendly 
6‘ even to thofe that differ from him.” - Yet 
fuch a one, he tells us, “ kall hardly efcape 
6~ being cenfur’d for a lukewarm, farmal, mor:il 
CC man deflitute of the grace of GOD and of rhe 
4‘ Eower of godlinefs * :” - But why ce’ptfhret/ ? 

why 
* Sermons, Fvo. edit. 1713. pap. 9647, vol. X. 

I fet do[vn this juit as I find it printed, but car.nct 
imagine how the word [farmal] got into the fententc. 
1 dare Cay the archbishop did not put it rhere, as JG~- 

D5 mabicy 
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why for no reafon imaginable unlefs it is--*be- ’ 
‘6 caufe the power of godlincfs cannot be prefer 
‘6 ved amongfi mankind without theformr and 
SC circumLIances, of it.” 

But, I am afraid YOUL lotdihip will have .a. 
greater authority El1 to encounter, even our bleC-- 
fed Saviour himfelf, between whom and a certain 

. woman of Samaria there was once fome difcourk 
coacern*ing this very. p,oint, viz. The refpe&iue 

A 
* 

vahe of the. firm and pawer of religion : Our 
‘Lord’s words ire remarkabk. JESUS fiirh unto 
her, Woman, believe me, the hozrr ctmeth, when ye 

fiallneithir in this mountain, nor yet at Jeryfakm, 
wor$kp the Fdther. Ye wor$?$ ye know tiot wbbt 
[i. e. according to your own inventions J, iue know 
what we &or$?u’p ; forfalvation is ofrhe Jews, BOt 
the hou-r cometh, and now is, whrn the true wor- 
fiippersfisll wor$ip the Father [not at Jet-u/a/em, 

_ or in this or that mountain, but] in SPIRIT-ad 

in TRUTH ;for the Father feeketh fuch 30 wor@?p 
him. GOD is a SPIRIT, and they that worfiip 
HIM, mufl worship in SPIRIT and in TRUTH; 

- John iv. 21, 8x. 

Can your lord&hip pick your propofition, V,ZS 
‘6 That the thing itfelf [RELIGION) cannot be 

ma ity belongs to the charaRer oppoG+e to that he is 
here defcribing ; and indeed is itfelfoppofite to he 
ether terms of reproach .there mentioned. 

Cc preferved h 
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‘( preferved among mankind without the@,:’ 
at of there words, or out of any other words 
in the new teftament ? Do they not rather moA_ 
evidently and exprefly declare that true religion 
ihall be preferved, an&true wurfiipers {ought and 
accepted by GOD, without any regard ‘to forms 
af all ? 

Your lordhip probably may fuggefi (what 
has often been raid and repeated upon, occafion 
of handling this fubje&) that “ it is the utmdt 

_ “ extravagance and enthufiafm to fuppofe that 
6‘ our Saviour intended to exclude ~llfirmz from 
‘6 reIigion% feeiag %that he himfelf infiituted two 
‘cforms at lea&“- To which I ,anfwqr : 

I; That the forms in&fated by our Saviour, 
are one thing, and thefare andform of religion, 
fpoken of by your IordfKp, quite anst&eier*; if it 

* is not To, your Iordfiipfhould have told us. If 
your lordfllip only means, “ that the evattgelical 
46 thing called religion, cannot. be- preferved 
“ amongfi mankind without the evan~elicnl 
“ forms,” fur.ely it+ was very needle& to refer 
to the Heathens, the Turh, and the Pupps in 
this behalf. 5 anfwer : 

2. J receive and comply with the forms infii- 
tuted by C/+‘I, with the rrtmoit reverence ; and 
for the refi, I am of opinion with the exceiler:t 

D. 6 $I’&;.: 
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prelate already cited, viz. ‘6 We muft not be 
6‘ rude, nor do any thing that is naturally inde- 
Cc cent in the worfhip of GOD ; this authorif~ 
*‘ fiould ye/rain; but’fir/ber &znthis, I doubt 
gc not but the gofpel I-+th left usfiee*.” But 
what is it to be hftfr-ee in this refpe& but jufi 
to pay lefs or more regard to human forms, as 
weare inclined, without layin any ftrefs upon 

s 
_ them, or giving them any importance, in the af- 

fair of religion ? But to anlcwer more pun&a- 
ally: * ’ 

X very much queition whether your lord- 
kip’s pofition will be found true, even iho’ the 
forms inflituted by our Lord himfelf should be 
taken into the account. ’ We have among us, as 
your lordff ,ip ktiows, a fe& of nominal chriftians 
tailed quakers, tvho make ufe of neither of the ’ 
Tao forms above mentioned. Will your lord- 
fiip f-ny that there men u have no religion pre- 
cc ferved amongit them ?” It is more than I dare 
affirm, becaufe they tell me very ferioufly that 
6‘ they have a fpir.‘td bnptifm, and a fpir&l f 
(C communion, by which they are firmly perfuad- 
6‘ cd they folfil the command of Chrilt as effec- 
4: tual!y as we do, who pra&ife thefnrmuIrircs 
C( ;~ccorJi~g to the velbnl inflitution.” in which, 
tho’ I think they are mifiaken, and that I could 
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&“prove them ; yet I dare not condemn them, as 
I certainly should do by faying that they have 
no religion preferved amongit them. To their 
own mailer they muft Rand or fall for me. In the 
mean time I obferve among the members of this 
fociety much ferioufnefi of deportment, bene- 
volence of heart, and a fobriety and circum- 
fpe&Gon in their manners and converfation, not 
only extremely edifying in itfelf, but extremely 
full of tacit reproach to certain chriftians with 
mbre religious forms. All this they afcribe to the 
influence and operation of the good fpirit of 
God, agreeably to the Scrfptureiaccounts: And 
if among this people (who h&e too their religi- 
ous worfhip in public aCTemblies) there is tia 
religion preferved, we muit, I verily think, abide 
no longer by the go[peI-rule, but judge both 
menand things hereafter not by theirfrui,s, but 
by their firms. 

Your lordship, having Rated this neceflaryand 
eKentia1 connexion between the firm of religion 
and the thing itfelf, goes on to fay : “ And this 
‘6 form frqurntIy occurring, in/ome initance or 
1‘ other of it,.will be a f&pent admonition to bad 
(6 men to repent ; and to good men to grow bet- 
“ ter; aud alfo be a means of their doing fo.” 

pa& 14. 
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Hardly, my lord, if the good archbishop ua- 
derfiood the cafe, w.ho Cays.thegofpel left us free 
Las aboveJl CC to the end that the /efs we are tied 
6‘ toexternalobjt-vances, Ihs: more intent we ihoulti 

~6 be upon the jpitifual and fubj’anhal parts of 
c‘ religibn, the conforming o&elves to the 
‘4 n$od andtvill of GOD, ezldeavourjng to be like 
N unto GOR, and to have our j&/s and,@%s L 
u engaged in thofe duties we perform to him :“* 
Which iertainly.was m good -policy in the gof- 
~1, if the/k-/n andface of religion has a tenden- 
cy to beget a prah%al fenj of it upon mens 
hearts : and a greater tendency in proportion to , 
the fiequekt occurrence. of’ this face o~fOrm ih 
fame infiance or other in it ; i: e, if in every. 
(uch .occurren.ce it is an, adpmitiun to bad men , 
to repent, &c. Bad ‘men are ib,greatly.indiCpof- 
ed to put themfelves in the way of fuch,admoni- 
&IS, or .to+ apply them, whenever or however 
they occur, that it kerns quite neceirary thsy 

. @ould,.be tied to them, whenever their opera- 
riions are fo promifing; 

And therefore, if, as ar~hbifhop:T?lZo@z bath . 
flated the cafe, men are Zeftfree as to the face 

andfovm of religion, the prefumption feeems to . 
* by? that theface and form of religion is either 

wholly void of, or at leafi much MS conne&d 
with the&it and power of it, than your lord- 
fl,~ipys doArine would make it. 

*. ibid. 
5. Ih’QC \ 



Nor indeed will it be found, upon examina- 
tion, that the archbishop bath at all mifrepre- 
iented the gofpel in. this matter. 

From our Lord we learn how apt the rel$- 
ous ftims, do&-in+ and traditions, of men are ti 
make the comr.mhm.ats~o,f GO& o,f no #t-8. 

Math xv. 1-21. Mark vii. I, &c. From St. 
Paul, that obfervances of thii kind had, iniE& 
offirwavding, greatly obj’ru8ed his minifiry a- 
gong the Gahtiam, chap, iv. 93 IO, I I, andTin 
his epifile to’ the C&@nr, chap. ii. 20,21, 22. 

The f&e irpcrfile -fjpeaks of. ordinanm aft@ the 
comnandme~ts *and do&h of me#, as .meajas and 
expedients of.men h’ving in tbs. world; that.&, 

-Iiving a mere -carnal and Cecuhr life,*. 
* I am not forgetful that our divines, in theircon- 

ttwdy w&h the .di&zntere about ceremonies, haye 
ailedged; that the ,foforms and ceremonies abolified or 
condP,mned by C@$Fand hif apojVe$, were either, 
1. Such: as were ru&menfaEor elementary, and peculiar 
to the M$ir fyfiem : or 2.. Such as were in them- 
felves idolarJ-ens or at leafi fiperititious : But if it. is 
confidered what a variety of forms are fpecified in the 
feveral parages commoniy referred to ; as waiti rep,+ 
fif&nf, long puycrs, long garmetir, wa/(hing oj mp.f, 
confecrated pifts, obferwtion of days, ahfinence from 
meats, stc. it maynoc perhaps be f~ eafy to avail our- 
ielves of this diftinQion as is commonly imagine& 
For my own part, I have always confidered the re. 
proof in the gofpel as extending to mere human doc- 
trines and commandments refpetiing religion in ge- 
neraI : if I am wrong (which is very poflible) ,I will 
bi thankful to him who will fet me right. 

7-s 



To this agrees the experience of reafinable men : 
30 all ages aid countrjes, both before and Gnce : 
the promulgatioh of Chriftianity, who have ob- { 
iervcd that the number, variety, andfrequenr oc- -? 
currence of forms in religion have been confider- zI; 
ed by the generality as commutations or compoj- : 
tians for their vices and iniquities ; as fomething 
/kb/lituted in lieu of repentance, and difpenfing, 
from time to time, with the thing i$y: And 
saccordinglp, ever fince &e gufpel bath confirrp- V 
ed this obfkrvatisn by its fuperior evidence, 
wife, and good, and reafonable men have com- 
plained of the number and frequeliry of forms in 
religion, as loads and incumbmnees upon tree 
Chriflian edification ; and not feldom intimated 
that they were too often fnares and traps, to the 
fecular and fecure firmer, as well as fometimes 
to better men ; teaching them to depend upon 
a virtue, and expecft an influence from forms, 
which (as they have it not) they cannot impart. 
How things may be altered fo, as to make this 
.a/etfinabie do&rine only at certain tiviier, its 
your lordfhip hath thought fit to fuggefi, pag, 
16. we fhall have occafion to confider when that 

,pafige comes to be examined in its courfe. 

Your lordlhip’s next obfcrvation is, that 
CC That, which men have accounted religion in 
(6 the feveral countries in the world, generally 

8 Tc fpeak- 
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61 ipeaking, has had a great and ron/picao~~ paa 
6‘ in all public oppamnces, and the face of it been 

“ kept up wirh great reverence throughout all 
“ ranks from the higheit to the iowei1; noJ only 
“ upon occafional folemniiies, but aifo in the 
C( daily courfe of behaviour.” 

In giving infiances of this, it is remarkable 
that your lot-dfhip has only mentioned the an- 
cient Pagan, the Mahometan, and the Rman-ta- 
tholick religions, wholly omitting the JWI~J, 

which undoubtedly had as great and asccn/rpiruous 
a part, as well in- aJ1 publir appearances as in all 
ordinary tranfa&ons, as any of ‘them. Now, 
had your lordfhip fpecified, or in the g&l& 
terms referred, to’ the great and con/picuovs parts 
of the Ahfaic infiitute, it mufi have immediate- 
)y occured to the-hearer or the reader, that thefe 
great and confpicuous parts were a&r$ly Bad 
exprefIy abolified by C&$, and his *difciplcs 
enjoined from thenceforward to lay the great 
f? reis of religion upon workipping GOD in fpzX# 
and in tuu:h, 

It is true, your lordihip, at a convenient di- 
fiance, has mad-e mention of the pws, but iti 
what manner, and with what propriety, hail be 
confidered by and by. 

In the mean time, my lord, permit me to 
a&, what fellowfiip bath Chrifi with Beh’al, tke 

Turk, 
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Tyrk,.or the Pape ? Hardly Co much as he had 
wish &Zu+ What help then can your lord- 
fhipk argument receive from theft infiances, 
unlefs your lordlhip could prove that the forms 
ia thefe three fyftems had and have a great= ’ 
tendency to beget praEica1 religion in the hear?, 
or were more effeAua1 admonitions to bad men 
to repent, or to good men to grow better, than 
the forms in other rituals ? Now the cafe ff and’s 
in that refpe8, let us now inquire, 

6~ In the heathen morld their iupcrfiition was 
‘6 the chief gubjeti of fiatuary, fculpture, paint- 
“ ing and poetry. It mix’d itfclf with bufinefs, 
‘1 civil forms, domeftic entertaipments, and 
“ every part of common life.” L 

Gaod my lord, what is all this to us Chrifii- 
ans ? Will any.man fq to us, Go ye aad do like- 
wife ? Should a ~~J(&YLRZ~ in the Hay-market 
be advertifed in-honour. of the, nativity, or a ball 
at Bane.%& to commemorate the tz,@n/ion, what 
would be thqught of your lordfhip’s bench if 
they did not to a man remonitrate loudly againfi 
it ? A traveller would hardly now a days be 
deemed void of fupelfiition, even by the mo- 
derate papins, wh~Ihould pack up among his 
aecefiu-ies a c~ucifilr’ or a mdona of exquifite 
&u.lgture, with a defig? to pay his devotidns to 
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ft on fuch folcmnities as might fall out dug&& 
his journey * ? 

All, therefore, that, I conceive, your lordfhip 
can build upon this fa& is, that “ though the 
“ rkes themfelves were fuperfiitious, yet might 
(6 they itill have a good effe& in bringing the 
a4 thoughts of religion to mens minds, and ip1 
4‘ being ftibfervient to promote the realz?y and 
f’ power of it.” To which I would humbly 
anfwer : 

I. That the realz’/y and ptwcr of heathenifm 
was Iittle worth promoting by my means : and 
what the philofophy of thofe times and coun tria 
contributed towards the bettering of the human 
heart, was founded upon principles (as I doubt 
not but your lordlhi-p wery weH knows) which 

* Mwem mihi kabeo, papa eam,~fmsh.zhbrrcar ali- 
cuius l)ei inter iibellor condirum g@are ; eigue a&bus 
FfJiz lbure kf lCfcro Qf al’iquanh l;i’@imis f+p km-t: ; 

fays Aptrteius, [Apolog. pag. 296, Lugd, Bat. 16231 
at a time when pagan&n had received its finifhing 
touches from the refining Platonifis. The learned 
Mr. Warlurton has fuggeited, on very competent evi- 
dence, that A~u kit(s’s adverfary was a Chrifian ; this 
evidence is founded an the remackal& contrail be- 
tween the two me’n in point oCrez.cr~nce fir re&@ow 
f 0rm.c ; the ufe and value of which a whole college 
of S(~fait~ could not fet forth with more elegaoce,. 
pel tmance, or colour of reai‘on, than is done in this 
apQhw 

der& 



g2 The Pillars of PRIESTCRAFT 

derive little honour to the *popular teiigion and 
forms of worlhip. _ 

2. That I am very credibly informed by the 
teflimony of St. Paul and St. Peter, that tht 
heathen fuperftition had no fuch good effe*&. 
The fortner of there apofiles, writing to the ’ 
Epbejans, Says that Ibe uncomerted Gentiles walk- 
ed in the vanity of their minds, having th under- 

Janding darkened, being ,aiietrated from the L I FE 
OF GOD, through the ignorance that was ii;r them, 
brcaufe of the llindn$ of their heart: and that 
being paJ feeling, they gave tt!wr~f~lcrs over un:o 
4?hJciviohJne/s, to work all uncleannefs with greed- 
W/i . Chap, iv, 17, 18, 19. 

Andlefi it fhould be thought that theft Gen- 
tiles might be no regular obfervers offorms, the 
fame apofile fpeakin$of other Gentiles who were 
carried away unto dumb idols, euen as they were 

led (that-is to lay, who were under all the in- 
fluence of idolatry, and confequently parties in 
all the forms and fuperfiitions of it) fays of 
them, that they were fornkators, adultLrers, ef- 

feminate, obtilers of then$&er with maakind, 

thieves, covetous, dr unkards, revilers, extortioners, 

f Cor, xii. 2. ahd chap. vi. 9, IO, I I. 

The time pay of our hfe, Fays St. Peter, m3y 

jfice us to have wrought the will of the Gentiles, 
when 
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when * we walked in lafcivioufnefs, h$‘s, exce/; of 
wine, revellings, banquetings, and abominable IDO- 

‘LATRIES : WTh ereha they think itJ+ange that you 
run not with them to thelame excess of riot. I Pet. 
Chap. iv. 3, 4. 

This teflimony of the apofile Peter is the 
more confiderable, as it proves that there G&l- 
tiles were not only under no reitraints in there 
criminal exceffes from the forms of their own 
religion, but even wondered there Gould be any 
other religion, which prohibited the fame fort of 
licentioufnefs : and this was indeed a refle&ion 
that would naturally occur to thofe, who laid fo 
much ftrefs on the firm and face of what they 
accounted religion, as to mix it with bujnefs, ci- 

vii forms, diver/ins, &c. So much of the@ 
and form could have no other effe& but to ex- 
tinguilh the fpirit and power of religion, even 
where the principles of it were much better. 

+ There is no reafon for tranflating this page by, 
we cualked ; the participle CiWXO~EUpEY85 no more 
agrees.with +Y than with &wr : and Peter himklf 
never thus walked : and tho’ the apofle might con- 
defcend to rank himfelf with thofe who had in fame 
degree wrought the w;II of the Gentiles heretofore, 
yet would he hardly charge himfeif with the&! Cpeci- 
fical crimes. it would therefore, perhaps, be better 
to render it indefinitely, rlvbo have walled: in the 
Ba@ edition of the Greek Tettament, 1543, initead 
c#ttmn~gtvpVtl~, it is mOpOpEV8;; and thcefIku$ (per- 
haps on better authority) hath put this among his 
various readings. If this latter is the true reading, 
the walking is limited to the Gentiles only. 

Let 
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Let us tiow Tee whether what the &Zahom+ 

ME account religion does any more for them. 
QC They,” your lordfhip obrerles, ‘6 are obliged 
6~ $0 short devotions five times between morni% 
6‘ and evening.” 

.To this obf?xvat’ron I will take the liberty to 
fubjoin a larger portrait of this people and their 
religion, drawn by the hdnd of a mofi elegant, 
candid and fenfible writer, md -a -clergyman of 
the church of England. 

‘6 i‘heir [the L’M~Jj~netan) r$$on^is framed 
6‘ to keep up g reat outward gravity and folem- 
6‘ nity, without begetting the Ieaft tin&we of 
61 wifdom or virtue in ihe mind. Y0u fhall 
86 have them at their hours of prayer (which are + 
“~o,w a day always) addre@ng themfelves to 
‘6 their devoiions wiih the mofi lolemn and cr.i- 
(6 tical wafhings, dways in t%e mofi public 
6‘ places, where molt people are pafing; with 
6% moit lowly and moit regular proflrations, and 
‘6 a hollow tone ; which are amofigfi them the 
‘6 great excellencies of prayer. I have feen 
‘6 them, in an a&e&d charity, give money to 
cs bird-tcatchers (who make a trade of it) to re- 
6‘6 ftore t%e poor captives to their nat0ral fiber- 
“ t y ; and at the fame4me hold their own haves 
6‘ in the heaviefi <bondage. And at other ‘times 
6’ they will buy Ae~ to relieve ‘indigent dogs and 

6‘ cats : 
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gE cats: and yet curie you with famine and ppr- 
‘4 $lence, and all the molt hideous execration$ 

\ ‘6 in which way,thefe &tern nations have cer- 
‘6 tainly the mofi exquifite rhktoric of any peo- 
‘6 ple upon earth. They know hardly any 
CC pleafure but that of the fixth fcnfe. And yet 
6‘ with all this, they are ihcredibly conceited of 
‘6 their own religion, and contemptuous of thtit 
4~ df others : which I take to be the great a&- 
6‘ ‘iice of ihe devil to-kee-p them his own. They 
Cc are a ,perfe& vifible comment upon our Mef- 
CC Ied Lord% deicription of the .~ew@ pharifers. 
6‘ In a word, lu& arrogance, &veto&e& and 
‘6 the molt exquifite hypocrify complete their 
‘6 charafier. The.only thing that ever I could 
6‘ obferve to commend in them, is the outward 
‘~,~decency of their carriage, the profound cre- 
‘6 :fpe& they pay to religion and to every thing 
“.relating to it, and their great temperance and 
“ frugality *.” For which two moral vfrtues 

the hiitorian may perhaps be thought to have 
lufficiently accounted without having. recourfe 
to the influence of their religiousforms. 

Rex, my lord, we ‘feem to have every thing 
reqtiifite to the &iacy of fivms ; here is grea 
gravity and folemnity df appearance, confiancy 

‘* Mr. Mit,mhd’s’firfl letter to Mr. O$rn of EA: 
rrerCollege, at the end of his Journey from Afeppo to 
~eru/hkm . 

and 
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and regularity of performance, frequency df oc- 
- currencc, with a mixture of religion in muJ, if 

not a/Z parts of common life ; and what is the 
confequence ? Not the leait tin&r-e of wifdom 
or virtue begot in the mind ; an affe&ed chari- 
ty, indeed, for birds and beafls, but the ex-, 
tremefi cruelty to the human kind ; a decent 
refpe& for their own religion, but a petulant 
contempt for every religion lot their own ; and 
horrid execrations denounced upon thofe who 
profefs any other. The hearts of thefe men, Co 
lowly, fo folemn, fo punAua1 and fo critical in 
their devotions, are iii11 the receptacles of luft, 
arrogance, avarice, and the mofi exquifite hy- 
pocrifyl 

From the Turks then your lord&p’s argu- 
ment can receive no aid ; perhaps we may fuc- 
reed better among the hlornuin Cathoiicks.--c’ In 
6‘ Roman Catholick countries, people cannot pafs 
“a day without having RELIGION recalled to 
(6 their thoughts by fame or othLr memorial of 
6‘ it; by fame ceremony or public RELIGIOUS 

6‘ FORM occurring in their way : befides their 
6‘ frequent holidays, the fhort prayers they are 
16 daily called to, and the occafional devotions 
6‘ enjoined by ConfeITOrs.” 

This, my lord, is the parage, which (taken 
along with your lordkip’s pofitions above laid 

down) 
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down) may well givb occafion of triumph to ,the 
papilts, and of grief and cefentment to all good 
chriflians and true prateitants : For if true re- 
ligion cannot be pr&fertibd among men without 

forms ; and if the frequent occu-pence of forms in 
jime inJance or a?ber,‘hfirdJii matiy admonitions 
to bad men to repent, and to good men to grtw bct- 

tcr, the confequence mufi be, that the Romr’j8 
religion, having more of there initances and &ore 
frecpnt occurrences of forms, is better than 
other religions, which have ftwcr of there ia- 
fiances and occurrences, 

Nor is any thing f&d by the intervention of 
the Pagans and Turks, as if your Iordlhip in- 
tended we fhould make no other ufe of the Ra- 
mun CntbohLks than of the other two ; what your 
lordkip had called /uperJition in the ,former, 
becomes in this period, RBL,!GION, and RELI- 

G IOUS FORMS, which the pap& pretending, in 
their fyitem, to conne& with Chrifiianity, and 
your lordkip giving no hint that this is no more 
than a pretence, a plain reader muft needs’take 
this as fpoken by your lordhip of the meatis and 
memorials of TRUE RELIGION, and will accord- 
ingly confider thefe as recommended tb his 
praAice and imitation. 

Here it is likely your lor&hip may. remon- 
firate, and fay, that you have exprefly diltin- 

VOL. IV, E guilhed 
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guided the fup&%tion of the Romatt Catkofirk/ 
&om their rciigion in the very next words, The 
*words are there. “ BY THESE MEANS” &[i. e, 

by there me,morials, ceremonies, public religious 
forms, frequent holidays, fhort prayers and de9 
votions enjoined by confeirors J (6 their fuper- 
.a‘ Rition finks deep into the minds of the 
~4 people, and, [by tbeie meansJ their religioq 
CC qlfo into the minds af fuch among thea;, as 
f.6 ire feri&s and wel,l difpofed.” ._ _ 

But *if SOW lordship hoIds with the church 
of England, (as I mu0 seeds believe you do) that 
the memorials, eel-emonin, 8~. of popery are fi- 
per/iilious and fond thislgs, the means apd th@ 
fgpetpiiion, in that cafe@ are one and the fame 
,&ing, ,and to be confidered in this fentence no 
ntherwife than as a colhmon and convenient 
vehicle of religion, neceffary to /inA it deep intq 
jhe qinds of the jkious and well-d$ojd. 

&I& does yo,ur lordship think, iffuper/lition be 
ace allowed to do fhis good fervice for true 
religion, that it would pot quickly lofe that in- 
vidious game, and be called (as indted it would 
well d&-v-e) by the more refpe~able’appellatiou 
6,s 7;‘p;?+,~ 3; \i % _ I.:=$>ortant externals? And thea 
wbc :,s;p’cE,I ..*lJQ izfi;e:!t the fate and the fblJy of 
unhappy ic’.:;;!c:zd prt’r tilrowisg fo many of there 
v~luaLie ~7 ~im-.~a.ii to chq 7,rldes .nd to the &its ? 
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Who tvould not deplore her blindnefs in being 
guided by a rule of faith and edification which 
gioes her authority to treat tbeji memorials, anb 

- every thing likeunto them, in the very manner 
.fhe has done-? 

I am not, my lord, of the number of ihofk - 
,who deny to any pecqle their jufi commenda- 
tions in the regular pra&ice and reverend pro- 
&efion of their religion, becaufe it differs fro& 
mine. But, to fpeak my heart’s thoughts, Z 
cannot afford to beflow any more or any other 
.praife on the pap+-, than @it what#-the ingeui- 
aus Mr. .Maalcndvcr’l abwacitcd &hath given to 
the Turks, viz. That, generally fpeaking, a pro- 

found rt$cA is paid by thm ts their cwn /h-t 9 
religion, and 10 every thitig relating to it, But S 
there is any tio&rre of true wi$hm, virtue, w 
~&~ty in the individuals of that communion (as I 
truft there may be a great deal) I will be free to 
.f‘ay, they derive it not either frofrr the genius, oc 
the mu&s of POPERY!, which I hold with the 
great and good arc‘hbifhop ‘iWot@z to be, “ in 
6‘ the whole ro9npLex of it, a corruption of the 
AC whole defign’ of Chriftianity *.” Whoever 
among them a&s according to the gofpel of 
.Chrift, deferts, in that infiance at leafi, the ge- 
nuine principles of the church of Rorrre, which, 

+ Eikop Burwt’s fermon at laIs funeral, p, 9. 

E2 being . 
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being adhered to and follorwed as far as llzt 
would carry her votaries, will leave no man one 
moral or chriflian principle to afi upon ; al4 
faith and duty, as is moft notorious, being re- 
folved, in that church, under the pretence of 
infallibility, into an implicit belief of, and blind 
obedience to the doRrher and commandments of 
men. 

As to particular papifls, whatever their pri- 
vate fentinents or perfonal difpofitions may be., 
it is well known, they mufi no longer continue 
to condufi themfelves by the/, than holy church 
forbears to call them to her fervice on fomu 
particular emergency ; when that happens, al.1 
private obligations of j&ice and merey, mufi at 
once evaporate. Of this that unhappy prince 
.~~~er II. has been given as an example by more 
than one of our hiitorians. And if to this 
there is one exception in the whole range of 
popery, if there$is a man, who, at the hazard 
of the cenfures of his church, will venture to do 
j&ice or ihew mercy to a proteflant, upon the 
true Chriitian principle of difin tereited charity, 
I will open my arms to embrace him as a bro- 
ther, and require no other proof that he is no 
more a pap% than the mufti of &ppo. 

It would Be’well inde.ed for Popery if it could 
Aand a fair trial with Mahomet$%z. The mufful- 

man 
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MX-I is as c?csr of idtilatry in his worffsip, and is 
fo far honefi in h’- I> religious malice, as he has 
the precept and example of his prophet for pro- 
pagating his religion by fire and fword, and for 
treating all thofe with execratipn who do not 
conform to it ; but what name is bad enough for 
thofe who would fix there infamous charaoers 
and principles on the meek and benevolent Je- 
J%, the gracious Saviour of the world, who 
. came into it to feek and to fave that which 
was loit, and not to deftroy men’s lives, but to 
prererve them, whether they would receive him 
or not? 

The excellent prelate fo often quoted, and 
who had fiudied popery to the very entrails, 
was To far from your lordfhip’s opinion that its 
externalform funk r~&ion deep in mew’ minds, 
that “he thought (ns h is right reverend eulbgifi 

4‘ has informed us) the idolatry and fiiperfiitiort . 
“ of the church of Rstne did enervate,true piety ’ 
‘6 and morality ; and that their cruelty was fuch 
‘6 a contradifiion’ to the rneeknefs of C/I@/?, and 
6‘ to that love and charity which he made the 
‘6 charaeer and diitinfiion of his difciplcs and 
6‘ followers, that he_ refolved to racrifice every 
‘4 thing, but a good confcience, in a caufe for 
‘6 which he was refolved, if it should come to 
‘6 extremities, to be a facrifice himfelf,” * 

E3 Bbl.8 
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But perhaps there opinions were only f&b 
J!Gns of the times, feafonable enough. for tha 
days of thofe zealous prelates ; pofibly we may 
know better, and have Come reafon to believe I 
that popery is become a tame and peaceable *, as 
well as an edifyhg fuperltition. Believe it who I 
will for me, I kall ltill continue to make it a 
g&ion in my daily prayers, that neither Wue, 
nor our pofterity may have occafion to try. 

Here it may be’faid that trio edzjicatjon is not 
placed to the account of fuper$‘itz’on, by your 
lordfhip, but Gmply to the number andfreqwcy 

9 So Mr. Wortkingtorr, Eflay on tie f~Stwz6 ad 
mtdu&, %c. of man’i rea’emption, p. 1.56. TQ the 
fati a fatisfa&tory anfwer hns been given, in B 
fmall p:ece inti tied, w The true Spirit of Popery 
difplayed,” printed 1746 J and another more at 
length, in a pamphlet printed in the fame year, 
*ix. ‘4 Popery always th&e fame,“- But here it 
may be proper tr ieAify a fmall m&kc in the fit;lt 
page of the fotrliet of there pieces. The excellent 
~urhar of rhe Confidera6iom on the)ate of the world, 
Pie, there cited, has indeed expreifed his hopes, that 
the cruel fpirit bo h of &WY and ~ubonir~~)iG~ may 
be abated ; and for the ground of thofe hopes with 
refpe& to the PdliJs he cites Mr. Worthington, as 
ahove, and, with reTpeR to the Mahnetms, Sale’s 
notes po the Kovan ; and confequentiy is. no f&lrth.er 
z+nfwetable for the f&s than there authorities will, 
fopport them. For the relt, this honrft and worthy 
writer, not attendilrg CO Dr. La~‘s context anrf re- 
ference, has put Mr, Wtrrbingtglon’s wordsinto ths 
mouth of Mr. Z&e, who is only an evidence for the 
Muhmeianf , and a better, L doubt, than rhe pspzj?~ 
We to poduce. 

ofi 
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6f Chefe memorials. If this is your lordfhip’s 
meaning, I humbly apprehend it should have 
been differently expreffed ; and fome inltance 
given of a religious Syitem with ari qua1 aurn-’ 
ber and variety of rites which are void of fii- 
perfiition ; but fuch an infiance, I believe, 
would be hard to find ; and after ail’ I am afraid 
that when we want to ill&ate any thing of 
tl& kind, we mufi itill bring our examples fro* 
Roman-catholick countries *. 

And therefore, to do as xi~~cli jufiice to this 
plea as may be, Iet us afk, how Conies it that 
there memorials are fo tz~~e~-o~s and frcqurnt iti 
Roman-catholick countries ? The plain reafon 
of which appears to be thefrquent and nume- 
rous fwarms of ecckfiaiticks in there countries, 
who would love nothing to do if they were not 
thus employed, and (what would be worfe to 
them than that) who would liave no pretence t‘o’ 
amafs and appropriate to themfelves thofefump= 

.ttaous palaces and large poffefEoos they enjoy, 

. 

* One inff ante ofr this we have indeed in our own 
country exhibited in Dearon’s catechifms; but this 
perfolcmance having in it 6Prather more foppery and 
‘1 fiiperfiition, than is to&efound in thepop@ ritual,” 
will not help in the prelent exigency. They who 
defre to fee an abridgement of this work, may find a 
very ofeful one in Dr. Middietan’s preface to his Ro- 
.~MWAS c2n two Panlph!ets, kc. 
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if they could not perfuade the people that their 
funAion was neceifary to keep up the /kn/k ot 
religion in their minds by this variety in the 
form and fuce of it. 

I Jay no flrefs here, my lord, upon the fuper- 
ititious nature of the rites which there men per- 
form. Some of th tir ufages may be as innocent 
and as edifying as fame of DWS ; and whether , 
they are or no, they have that reputation, and 
muit have it among’thofe who would edify by 
them. 

L”Jhat I infilt upon is, that there wlenxrials 
could not be fo frequenfly occurring in/me in- 

J?ance or o&r, without a fuitable number of men 
who have nothing elfe to do but to ply the pea- 
ple with them ; and who are accordingly fet 
free for this purpoie not only from family- 
&es, but from all public charges befides. 

MOW the accountawe have of thefe men, even ’ 
from ferious, well difpbfed and f&Able pcrfons’ 
in &efe very countries, is, that a large majority 
of them are idle and uielefs drones, and too often 
worfe ; that they are many of them intolerable 
incumbrances on the liberty and induftry of 
much better men than themfelves; that they 
OccaGon great inconveniencies and diforders in 
private families, even by the influence of thefe 
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mcmwiuls; and that, upon the whole, the edifi-’ 
cation of their minifiry is in no reafonable prod 
portion to the fcandai of their lives, 

Perhaps, my lord, it might be pofibfe to de4 . 
vife a ritual as full of mpmorial~ and circumf’tan-, 
tials as the Roman, and which might have nor 
thing of what your Iordfhip may call fuperltition 
in it : But if itill we mufi have a proportionable 
number of men to dXcharge the offices pre- 
fcribed in it, how fhall we avoid there grievi 
antes, occafioned, as it fhould feem, by a mul- 
titude of fich men ? The ecc,Iefiafiicks of the 
popish church are certainly bound to good be- 
haviour by as firi& and folemn oaths, profef- 
fions, fubfcriptions, vows, and rules of their 
feveral orders, as it is pofible to lay upon human4 
agents. And yet, alt it feems, without the de- 
Ered effe& 6 

Upon the whole, my lord, the more I confi- 
der thefe infiancrs, the lefs am I able to conceive 
for what purpofe your lordihip referred to them;, 
or whRt pra&ical ufe (confifient with our chrif?= 
tiao profeflion) we can make of them. 

The externals of paganifm have no better 
name given them in the New Tefiament than+ 
abominable idolatries; and from thefe what your 
Iordlhip calls the memorials of popery, have, ther 

=5 vesF 
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petent judges, and in a very legitimate pedii 
grec. Thefe then are equally ufelefs to UI: 
were they ever fo full of edification, the very 
cafi and temper of chriltianitp prohibits the 
adoption of them.; they ore ihe traditions and 
commandments of mesa ; and what can we COD- 
trive that will be equivalent to them in number 
and frequency, which will not be liable to the 
fame obje&ion ? 

The Turki& wathhings and other circumflan- 
tials partake more of the Jewi& formality : But 
this, your lordfbip knows, Is- gone, never to be 
recalled by chri$‘ians. Their prayers in public 
places, and where mofl people are pafflng, have 
a.cenfure. from. our bleffed Lord, which will 
for ever difcredit the like pratiice among bir 

di&les. .- . 

If your lordfbip onljr meant’ in general to 
fuggefi that our religion should have a great 

i 

md confpicuour part as well as theirs, we mufi ’ 
call for your IordKp,2 authority, for this, nat- I 
from the third or fourth centuries, but from 
the Scriptures. If this was required.of chrif- 
tians, it is itrange that our Lord fhould prom& 
his elpecial prefente where only TWO w 
THREE were gathued together in his name+ 
If this. was. to be ordered by,coupcils, fathers, 
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tind’bithops in ages poflerior to the mpo&s, 
Why should our Lord lay all the fir& on wor- 
ihipping God inJ$pirit’and in truth, i. e. accork 
diug to tlie word of God P John xvii. 17. Or 
why itiould’lie dfreti’his hearers to go and learn 
the meaning of thofe words of God in the 
prophet, I will have mercy and dot facrifice? 
flddt. ix. 13; 

Again, if a great and ro~~p~cuow part in’reli; 
gion was neceffary, why did not the apoftles 
take the appointment of it upon themfelves, or 
rather why did they fay Co many things to dif- 
coufage fuch appointment 2’ To what purpofc 
was Stepben’s obfervation that the mz$’ liligh 

dwelkth not in templej made with h&rids * ? wh’g 
fiould St: Paul add to this obfervation, that 
God is not wvrjipped OP minljfered to with mtns 

hands, as though be needhd shy thhgt ? whjr. 
should he okiferve that the Ringdont of God is tiot 
meat and drink $, i. e. is of a different nature 
from that kingdom which@2 only*in meats and 
drinks, atid divers waJhings und c A RNA L oRDI~ 

flANCES IhlPOSED’untii’the t;??le cf R;EFORMA)- 

TION $ ? why fliould thefe men fay all this, if 
after this time of reformatloti, o&r magnificent 
tetipks, other’ confpicaoas- Qtdinances; s other 

* A&4 vii. 48: +! Chap; xvii. 2s. $. Ram. 
?&i 17; 4 Heb. ix. IO.’ 

33 BJ fUBp 
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hnpttww mhihations and rervices of menr 
hands were to be impo/r,das neceflary to preferve 
religion 4lMoag mankind ! 

‘The ;fpirit and tenor of what Chrifl and his 
apofiles iaught in this matter, is not only fo 
uniform an&confXent throughout with the refi 
df the chriftian difpenfation, but is fo fully juf- 
tidied in point of wifdom by the prod&t of a 
contrary fpirit in the chrifiian church, as for 
ever to difcredit the idle pretence, that the 
iimplicitg of the Fhriflian worship, enjoined and 
implied iri the gofpel, was only accommodated 
to the beginnings of it ; to the times of poverty 
and difire&. Was it not as eafy for the apo- 
files to have provided for better times, if o&r 
provifions were necelfary for a&r times ? Did 
they not ‘forefee what the \exigeocies of future 
times wou!d be ? Have not the apofiles faid 
every thing that may point out the /pi&, the 
odinames, the corruphzs, ,the crutliy of the 
church of Rome, and even the very imp$‘or at 
the head of it ! And can any one doubt but 
they would have precluded aI! this, and regu- 
lated the plan of the chrifiian church by a pre- 
cife and aulhentic ritual, if more of this kind 
had been either neceifary or expedient than 
what they have left behind them in their 
epiRles ? 

Alas, - 
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Alas, my lord, they found by too forrowful 
experience the fdd effe&s of the pride and 
hypocrify in which an attachment to and reve- 
rence for confp~cuou~ externals ended ; they had 
fufficient warning from their heavenly maiter, 
and were not without a meafure of fagacity 

, themfelves to difcover, that the like caufes would 
always have the like effe&s; and were not 
likely to fet religion once more upo’n a bottom 
which had fo miferably failed. It is too evi- 
dent, I doubt, for the jufiification of thefe latter 
ages, that they never thought of this great and 
cmfpiruous EuperBruQure,, as in the leafi expe- 
dient for, or even void of mifchief to the chrif- 
tian church ; and if their fucce&rs had con- 
tented themfelves to have enjoyed and left it in 
its original fimplicity, there would, I am per- 
fuaded, by this time have been both more 
chriftians in the world, and better forts of them, 
than our later eccle~ajkd polities have pro- 
d uced. 

And now, my lord, after fo much fuggefled 
by your lordfhip in favour of the Roman Catho- 
lick religion, it was natural to expe& your lord- 
&ip, in fpeaking of our reformation, fhould 
throw the balance pretty firongly in favour of 
that, by a full and concife reprefentation of the 
errors and corruptions which gave occafion to it: 

What 
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Wfm your lordfhip has thought fit to fay O~P . 
that head is, that ‘Y’o~r’ reformers confidering 
~6 that fome of there obfervances were in themi 
*C felves wmg and/upPr/ZXgur, and others of 
~6 them mtle JJ-@~irni to the purpofes of fur 
‘6 perltition,.abdifhed them.” 

Why truly, niy lord, this is no good report that 
wz hear of th$ &ngs, but neither, is it a very 
bad one. They may be fame room to doubt; 
whether it be quite badeaough’to bear our re; 
farmers out in this abol’tfatz, efpecially of thofe 
things which only might be made &6/erviznt to 
the purpofes of fuperfiition ; for there very ob- 
fermnces themfelves being in their turn/;c+d 
dent to thepurpo/“ez of true religion, it might be 
&ed, who, made oar reformers judges in fo 
critical a cafe ? lf the obfervances of popery 
were really mans ofjtiking religion .deeR in the 
minds of ferisus and w&ii/poJed prJnr, was it 
a* fuffident caufe to feparate a whole nation 
from the church in pofkfion, that fome of the& 
obfervances were,l/ieemed by our reformers to, 
be fuperltiiibus ?‘Is the churchof England her; 

Eelfcontented with this meafure from the dif- 
renters, who have over and over objeCted to’ 
fame of’our. abfervances in words fu!l as firong 
as there of your lordtiip ? And how have they 
been anfwered-?’ Why, w’e Gy; that admit this2 
TV be. the tale, viai _ 45 tht fvme of our ceret 

46 Jyj&-&g$. 



~~'ORT~DOXY #aken. f'f'ltr 

+< monies or obfervances are wrong and fuper- 
‘* ititious ;” yet is not this a fiifficient caufe of 
Feparation ; fuch a caufe as will acquit them of. 
the guilt of fchifm, unlefs- they can alfo prove 
thefe obfervances to beJtifil; which, I trow, it 
will be hard to prove of any thing which is a 
means of promoting true religion. 

An ingenious gentleman, and one, who, iF1 
mil’lake not, has full as much refpeA for external 
fat 7x1s as the)! deferve, feems to me to have put 
this aflair upon a very different footing, in fame 
conzderations of a.later datethan yourlordlhie’s 
charge. 

u Indeed,” fiys he, “ if idolatry was to be 
‘6 now rooted out as it was in the reign of &I- 
“*ward VI. and au innumerable multitude of 
4‘ other corruptions, and thofe of the moit hei- 
(4 nous narure, to be removed; or reformed, the 
‘4 fecular powers, in cafe the clergy could not 
‘4 be perf’uaded to examine their own itate, 
4‘ would-be excufable, andfomething more than 
(6 excufable, in doing it for them, and in ret&- 
4‘ ing religion from fuch abominations, even in 
‘6 oppofition, not only to the majority,. but rto 
4‘ the whole body of t&e clergy\ *.‘.’ 

*-I?ree&and im.partial ConCtderatioris era the free a& 
candid .Dif~uditionsj pag. + 

9; This: 
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This is honouraMe to, and a full j,ufiificatlon 
of our reformers. Infiead of fame wrong and 
&cr$‘rXour obfervances, and others fub/ervicnf 
to the purpo/er of fuperftizion, there were, it 
feems, idol&y and an ivamqnerable maltitude of 
other corrnp:ions and abominations of the moJ 
heinous nature to be rooted out ; which, fnrely, 
*as enough in all confcience to juftify a refor- 
matiou by the i.nterpofition of any ck& of men* 

But now, my Iord, ou the fuppofition that 
your lord&p has told us the uhole truth, how 
will, this gentleman come at his conclufion ? If 
the obfervances of popery were barely wrong, 

~~erj?~t~our, OP ttndhg that way, 1 gWljg fiif- 
pe& this conjderer wodd have. thought the fe- 
cular powen a ktle premature in their interpo- 
fition, fmce he kerns to be pretty clear that our 

&Jar reformers are only to be juflified on the 
fuppofition that things ‘were iu the diforder he 
hath reprefented. 

dn the other hand, my lord, this gentle- 
man’s premifis will equally diftrefs your lord- 
hip iy their turn ; for if the memorials and 
oblervances of popery are no better than idora- 
tries, corruptions, and abominations of the mom? 
heinous nature, by what kind of operation will 

. 

.they become*the means of making religion, as 
3 diibn- 
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difiingtiilbed from fuperffition, fink deep into 
the minds of the ferious and well-difpofed ! 
Your lordhip goes on : 

‘6 Our reformers (having abolifhed the obfer7 
‘C vances.before mentioned) ,reduced the form 
“ of religion to great fimplicity, and enjoined 
61 no more particular rules, nor Ieft .aoy thing 
cc more of what was external in religion, than 
L( was, in a tnanner, necefl-ary to preferve a fenfe 
C‘ of religion itfelf upon the minds of the 
Cc peopje.: 

Not quite/o many rules or externals, I fhould- 
think, if what goes before and what follows be 
true: But to let that pafs as none of my bufi-y 
nefs ; your lord@p by this account of our ru!es 
and exlcrpqlr fi$ps tQ bear extremely hard on 
gfeat humb& o@e$o$ ‘$d;‘ td c$ ~p@,y~~, 
well-difpof’ed perfons. 

Your lordfbip has been reminded above of a . 
people, profelfng chrifiianity, called quakers *: 

Befides 

* It is hfat .out of all W&&V rule to allow the 
guaRerJ to be chrifiians, that 1 am righ t‘dad, on this 
occation, to harrcirv a little authority from a late fen- 
fib’e writer, whole judgment no man will call in 
queRion who has any tenderneis for his own. The 
writer, I mean, is the reverend Mr. Aa’u,tn~. the 
author of a late effay in anfwer to Mr. I&me’s e&y 
on Miracles. This Mr. Hanre, it kermr, lays claim 

to 
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Betides there, are many tboufands of protefiant 
difiuters in this JGmgdom : There is too the 
body of the Satt~fi nation, and great numbers 
b proteltant countries and communions abroad, 
among whom the form of religion is reduced to 
rrtuch greuter fimplici.ty, who have not fo rnan.y. 
particular rules, and have m& i&J of what is 
external in reiigion, than what was left us by 
OUF raformersr xroc havs they any rhing.equiva- 
kyc to tp8oy of ow role3 and’ Wanals. 

Ohall’we fay of there that they have not o 
knfe of religion itEtlf preferved upon thek 
minds? How 2 this to be proved’? anpl wlk 
among us will undertake it !‘ That ti.tci fay, 
who will oppearlre to ihew in s&at pantlpr our 
rules and externals aie nccrflary to prcfiwafenf~ 

of religion.$on the brrmon mind, which, I fuppofi, 
in refpefi ofimpreRions from- external religion, 

. 

to the q,r&r~ ,aa- fedlow+rofeKo;r with him in the 
myhy of D&k. To. wkfkh Mr.. &&I~ anfwers, 
l - It ‘is cm&n thrcthr quakers prolefs the belief. sf 
(6~ chritianity as univerfelly pt say feA whatever. 
(I And what right has tbe author fMr. H&c] to 
l * charge a whole body of men wiih Itch flagrant 
w infincerity.” Efiy, pag. 130. In return for this 
little aid, ao& to make fome amends for mentiatiing 
l+iis name in a pamphlet whofe fubjett is not of the 
rc/peaabIc fort, I do hereby give that gentleman, my 
p1oor, but mofi hearty and fincere thanks far this an& 
eery other pairage in his accurate and ukanfwenble- 
@W- 
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is, in moft of the common people of all deno- 
minations, framed and capacitated pretty much 
alike ? 

I wiII not be pofitive what fame of our high 
churchmen may have afirtod and maintain’d in 
this matter of rules and externals, becaufe 1 have 
not all the books of our very warm apologifis at 
hand : And I know too that fome ofthe warmefi 
of them have been difclaimed and given up by 
mhers who are warm enough themfelves +. Of 
our extereals there defenders have faid, that they 
are innocent, /;gn$fcant, and exprdient ; cunduriz;e,. 
and (perhaps fome of them may have added) 
nece-yy to the bene efi of the vifible church,: 
But to make them in any manner necefiry to pre- 
ferve a fen/e oj reiigion upon the minds of the people, 
is+ firain of merit, which, I fancy, very few of 
our highefi churchmen, have ventured to akribe 
to, thenx 

It fhould feem, howeuer, that our earlier re- 
formers themGIves had no fuch notion of this 
ufe and Prirtue of our forms and externals : The 
remaining hiflories of thofe times afford us fuf- 
ficient proofs that fome of the befi and wifefi 
of them would not, if they could have help’d it, 
have left us j2 much. And even fuch of them, . 

* So &Ion!a~ue, Hey&n, Thrndike and Palk;r arc 
giweaup by, Dr. Nicbof.. Defence,.pag. 168, 169. 

a& 
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as laboured the other way, have left reafons of 
a very diflerent fort from this fuggefled by your 
lordlhip. 

In the convocationof 1562, it was debated, 
as we are told by bifhop Bumet, whether the 
greateit part of our feflivals, the crofs in baptifm, 
kneeling at the communion, the furplice and 
organs, were to be retained or dropt. And the 
queition, it feems, was carriedfor thefe exter- 
nals but by one vote of a proxy, whore prin- 
cipal, ‘it is probable, knew little of the debate ; 
and of thofe who were prrf~ont the majority were 
nguin/l the rites t. 

We likewife learn ftom the fame right reve- 
rend hiltorian, that the tingle reafon for retain- 
ing thefe forms, entered in the r&ord of there 
proceedings, is, that 6‘ the raying them ahdeb 
6‘ would be contrary to the akfhcrized book of 
6‘ Common-prayer.” Whence it appears that 
even they who oppofed the abrogation of thefe 
things, did not fo immediately think of their 
nrcefify to pre/erve a’ fen/e of religion up08 the 

minds oy frk peopb, as of the danger of a prce- 
nzunire, of which this convocation flood in 
great awe, as appears by the poftfcript fub- 

joined to their fubfcription of the XXXIX. 
articles *. 

* Hiff. Reformat. vol.III. pag. 302, 3o3. 
l Beanet’s eKay, pag. 198. 

CO& 
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Gnrcerning one of there forms there is a re- 

markable paaige iis OIX of biiop Taylor’s 
books, which may help us toconceive the value 
,put upon things of this fort by the church of 
England herfelf. CL There is .reafon to cele- 
6‘ brace and hononr,” Cays he, “ the wifdom 
6‘ and prudence of the church of England, 
4‘ which bath in all her offices retained but one 
~6 ritual, or ceremony, that is not of divine or- 
~6 dinance, or upoJolics1 pra&tice, and that is the 
6‘ ~tCi/l in baptifm *.” 

Now thejgn uffh~ crq?, fimply and of itLelf, 
*hat is to fay, without fame explanation, can, E 
fhould think, convey or preferve no fenfe of any 
.thin~ upon the mind ; and accordingly the 
church informs us that thisjgn of the-~-o/s is 
made ~6 in Coken that the perfon baptized fhall 
c‘ not be afhamed to confers the faith of Chrifi 
46 crucijed,” &c. and indeed it mug be owned, 
that if it is an effe8ual token of this, the fenfe 
of religion to be prehrved by it is very im- 
pwtant. 

And yet, ftrange to hear, the church‘ her&If 
declares that “ without doubt a child baptifed 
~irh~ut it is lawfully and fufficiently baptized.‘,’ 
50 that there is no ner@ty, we fee, for this form 
to preferve the fenfe of any thing. 

v 
* D&or Dubitantium, pag. 668. 

I do 
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I do not pretend tounderfiand bishop 7’ayWs 
fuggefiion that oJ1 the reJ of our rituals or cere- 
monies are either of divine ordinance or apo/oii- 

roI pra8ic’e : But however that may be, there is 
rmeeven of&/e, that, it should leem, the church 
has L$ value for Itill, or lays, at leafi, lefs ftrefs 
upon it. 

For tho’ the furplice is often mentioned in 
our ritual, on fame occafion or other, yet are wa 
on none of there occafioos told of what the 
furplice is t~picolorjgnijirotive ; and Dr. Nichot’s 
is extremely angry with the purit,ans for pre- 
tending that this garment is ufed by the church 
in token of purity of /lp, u ‘becaufe, fays he, it 

. 
6~ is a thing which fhe never tnce mentions * ;” 

and fo leaves the people to gather any or no 
fenfe of religion from this form, as rhey think 
fit. 

Bat is then the fenfe of religion preferved 
upon the minds of the people by there rules and 
externals ? Nothing like it. “ A great part of 
6‘ this is neglet7Pd by the generality among us : 
6‘ For inltance, the fervice of the church not 
6~ only upon common days, but alfo upon So(nts 
6‘ days; and feveral other things might be 
‘6 mentioned.” pug. 15. 

* Defence, pag. zg;. 

i 
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Was I not in the right, my lord, to conjefiure 
that our reformers might leave US not j many 

rules or externals as are neceghry ? Hay should 
our people have fallen into this deplorable ne- 
gle&, if thefe means, memorials or admonition$ 
had been fufficientlyfiqrieent ? 

Permit me however to obkrve that your lord- 
fiip and the ingenious author of the Conf&r~a- 
ticnr above-cited, are not at all better agreed 
about this fan, than the other concerning the 
Popi@ erFors difcarded by our reformers. 

This gentleman having noted that a party in 
the nation Cmeaning fbe d:$nters] have all along 
bad fame exceptions t? our pubfit fervice; goes 
On to fay, ‘4 But then there is another prty [the 
‘6 members of the churchJ far more conlider- 
4‘ able than they, who, in general; are not only 
6‘ fatisfied with, but even FOND OF our prefent 
6‘ liturgy and conltitution*.” How is this to 
be reconciled 7 can it be bid that our people 
in general are fond of what the generality of them 
peglet?. 

Here again too, my lord, ~XJ~ lord&p and 
this gentleman, by adopting each other’s pre- 
mifli;s, mufi lofe yoci bveral’conclufions : Your 

* Free and impartial Ccnfideratioas, p”g. 6. 
10rC!hip 
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fordfhip thinks it “ highly feafonable to itiff r&t 
“ the people in the importance of PAW nal re- 
(( Iigion.‘* 

More feafonable ! how, upon account of this 
negle& ? But why fo, if this gentleman’s later 
intelligence be true, zriz. that the people ofe 
really j&d of our externals already ? 

On the other hand, ff the &vice of the 
church is negle%ted by the generality among . 
us, it certainly cannot be fo very dangerous to 
make alterations in it a* this gentleman woul4 
have us believe. 

However, my lord, I am ready to clofe with 
your lordship in this reprefentation, rather than 
the Cot$‘erer ; and upon occaiion of your lord- 
fhip’s mentioning the people’s neglett of the 
fervice of the church upon Saints days, I will 
trouble your lordt’hip with an obfervation of my 
own, tending to illuilrate the value of-external 
religion. 

Our common people, it is true, pay little reli- 
gigus regard to the feafis of All Angels or All 
Saints, but yet I have obferved them to cele- 
brate fame of our prote/ant feflivais, as well as 
fame others of pop31 extra&on, particularly 
Shovetide, with the feveral folemnities of her/E- 
racing, bull-baiting, cock-jghing, &c. and with 

all 
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dlthe ceremonies of drinking, gaming,/wenring, 
and lewdrufi incident to, and infeparable from, 
entertainments of that ‘kind. 

Among our .politer parties, indeed, ,pleafure is 
the employment of every day ; and they are free ~ 
enough from fuperitition in this article to e/leem 
rserp day alike : Whereas the vulgar always take 
the advantage of the rhurcb’s a~~ointmcnt for 
their times of idlenefs and rewlling ; and 1 
know, at thishour, feveral very worthy and 
very zealous members of the church of England, 
who fcruple not to affirm, that the riotous and 
licebtious paftimes of ChriJmar, Ea/tcr and 
W’bit/itnfide contribute more to corrupt the 
minds and debauch the morals of our commota 
people, than any other affrgnable caufe whatever. 
Jf this be true,it were certainly more for the ccc- 
dit of our common chriffianity that the feflivals 
fiould be expunged from our books and calen- 
dars, than that thefe brutal, paganilh, profane, 
.and therefore wicked paflimes and diforderr 
fiould claim any alliance, or have any connexion 
with the folemn commemorations of the birth 
and r.efnrre&on of the fpotlefs and undefiled 
Saviour of the world. ’ 

: I 
Upon what grounds the apofi olick authority 

for fuch forms is alledged, may be judged in 
5 part from the tenor of the Scriptures abore- 

VOL. IV. F quoted, 
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quoted, as well as from others, teflifying the 
difpofition of St. Paul towards occalional fo- 
Iemnities of that kind. 

And there is the fironger prefumption that 
they have no fuch authority, in that we feldom 
or never find them enjoined, but we find them 
alfo in company with large indulgences to the 
carnal man ; as if the more con$icuous externals 
in religion could not fubfilt without the aid of 
the fenfnal appetite. 

Thus, as your lordship has obferved, “ the 
cC externals of paganifm mixed themfelves with 
u the diverjh of thofe d+.‘* In popifi 
countries, the people are politically enough 
prepared for and reconciled to the formalities 
of Lent, by the licentioufncfs of a preceding 
Carnival. Nor have we of the + refarned 
church of England been entirely free from this 
wretched policy. It was once the humour of 
our great churchmen. to magnify extcrnah, and 
tb render them as confpirucus as they could on all 
occalions: The nation at that time was not 
univerfaIly difpofed to come into this ; and 
fome men of reputation enough fet themfelves 

t ‘8 The chrittian world is now divided into the 
6’ ReformeJ’and Unreformed: OR RATHER into thofe 
cL who ARE NOT and thoie who are members of the 
6‘ church of Rixe.” Mr. Jntirl. 

3 to 
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church bethought herfelf of purchafing the fa- 
vour of the people by a look of /I-orts : And how 
far that may have contributed in its day, to 
perpetuate the fe/?ivitk of there folemn times, 
and 10 wear out the rrligio,:ss ufe of them, may 
be worth the inquiry of thofe whom it concerns. 

Your lordhip proceeds : “ ‘Thus they [the 
‘6 people] have no cuflomary admonitions, no 
“ public call to recoIleEt the thoughts of Goal 
(4 and religion from one Sunday to another.” 

And why have they not, my lord ? There is 
a moit exprefs law for it. “ Ail priefis and 
4‘ deacons arc to fay daily the morning and 
(‘ evening prayer, either privately or openly, not 
CL being let by SICKNESS or fame other UR- 

(6 GENT caure. And thecurate that miniKreth 
(‘ in every pariIh church or chapel, being at 
‘6 home, and not being otherwife reafonabfy 
4‘ hindered, Ml lay the fame in the par& 
1‘ church or chapel where he miniltreth, and 
6‘ ihall cad: a bell to be tolled theretmto a con- 
“ venient time before he begin, that the people 
cd may come to hear God’s word, and to pray 
6‘ with Kin.” 

It is not then the fault of the people, if thbp 
have not a cu/r’omury mdmcnition or. publick cafi 

F2 from 
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from one Sunday to another : The,curate in any 
pari& cannot be rea/onally hindered every one 
of the fix intermediate days, and every week in 
the year. And yet we are told by a gentleman 
who ieems to have taken fame pains to be in- 
formed, 6‘ that in ten thoufaud churches there 
6‘ are not five hundred‘ where a bell EZW tolls, 
6‘ or where morning and evening prayer are faid 
‘6 upon a week-day throughout the year *.” 

This gentleman’s account of this negle& 
feeems to be fo reafonable and probable, and a.t 
the fame time fo different from what your lord- 
hip has iuggelted, that I will take the liberty 
to give it at length : 

‘I Totwhat end, fays he, was fuLc;h an ap- . 
1L pointmcnt fet down in the book of common- 
“ prayer ? Did onr mother the church vainly 
“ boaR of her own piety, or pretend to a@m 
$6 tf god&efs, h&bout tbe power thereof? No, 
u truly, the mother meant well ; but her ions 
6‘ and daughters are to Maqc. ’ Like people, 
6‘ like priefi. But indeed, were the clergy 
‘6 never Co willing to d&barge their duty in this 
4‘ refpefi, not many are the places where they 
16 can have any fort of congregation to join 
4‘ with them. But is not the length of the br- 

. 

l Virtue Revived, or B&&a’s Fall protrabed, &u. 
by a pluralil?. Printed for O/yla& .I 747. pag. 4. 

b6 vice 
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cL vice the unhappy occafion of this negleQ ? 
Cc Would not the people’s attendance upon the 
“ public worship take up too much of their tirnr, 
L6 and too greatly interfere with their fecular 

cc affairs ? Does it not caufe a Wearine/j, and 
6‘ become tedious to delicate ears ? Is not the 
“ cold fometimes fo piercing, as to make it 
“ painful to tender confiitutions, to be fo long , 
(6 detained from the fire, efpecially to hear 
‘6 plalms and chapters they can almolt fay by 
Cc rote * !” 

Your lordt’hip fees that this gentleman is of 
opinion that there is 100 much of our externals, 
and that great inconveniencies arife from the 
length of our fervice, to thofe who fhould edify 
by it; and to this alfo agrees the author of the 
Con/dtrationr before-mentioned j-, What then 
mufi we think woui~l be the cafe&if thofe memo- 
rials were as frrq>evt as in Roman-Catholid 
countries ?-Our author goes on : 

l To there resfons for this common negleR may 
be added another, viz. the aukward times of fqing, 
morning acd evening prayer in mofi places : ‘l‘en or 
eleven o’clock in the forenoon, and two or three in 
the afternoon, the time when tradefmen and me- 
chanics are in the very throng of their honeit labour. 

+ “ You are not indeed fingular in your opinion of 
‘6 the too great length of our fervice. And to tell 
a6 you the truth, my own fentiments upon this head 
‘4 are pretty cohcordant with yours,” Er. and It+. 
Con/ikraIiioa~, pag. +I. 

F3 ‘* Then. * 
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4‘ Then again the clergy have journeys anJ 
*.I vifits to make, are id!e, are not devout, have 
‘6 their diverlions, do not refide upon their 
CC cuxs, are findmd, fometinies reajinabfy, of- 
“ tener without reafon. Sp that, by general 
CC confent of both p&it and people, as to any 
“ outward or public acknowledgment of a Dtity 
l ‘ for fix days out of irven, a foreigner, that 
“ fiould make an abode wirh us only for ii% 
“ days, might have rhafon to doubt, in the ’ 
66 greatefl part of Enghnd, whether the inha- 
6‘ bitants of that happy ifland did, in truth, be- 
(4 lieve the exiitence of that gracious and al- 
6‘ mighty Being.” 

Now, my lord, which way foever we confi- 
der this compounded caufe of negfefi, we cannqt 
avoid the queltion, By whom is it to be lcdrrf- 
fed ? If rhe fault be in the body of the clergy, 
by whom are ihej, to be reformed ? If in the 
aaturz and frame of our prefent forms, by whom . 
are there to be amended ? 

So far indeed as the clergy are accelfaries to 
this neglecrt, it is extremely right in your lord, 
i%ip to lay it before them. But what would 
your lordfhip have the clergy to do or fay in 
this cafe ? Let them iufift as long And as loudly 
as ever they will on the kporlance bf external 

digian, I am perluadtd, their rhetoric and their 
iWgLt- 
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arguments will be in vain, whilfi the people 
find themfelves incarnmoded by the prefent itate 
of their owlz externals : They will appeal to the 
reafinable and merciful de fign of the gofpel, and 
plead their chrifiian liberty again! all human 
ordinances which not only edify not, but are 
even burdenfome : And they will have reafon. 

We are now arrived at yaur lordfhip’s a& 
count of the importance of external religion, as 
grounded on the Scriptures. 

Before I could procure a fight of your lord- 
fhip’s printed charge, a frien’d who had feen it, 
or heard it read (1 forget which) had given me 
a general bn* pretty jntt’ account of this part of 
it, concerning the i?yMrtJnce of external rehjph; 
which feet me upan nm~~Gng myfeetf with conjec- 
tures by what kirrJ o f gofpel authority your 
lordship would revive the credit of a do&ine, 
which of late years, had not had many abettors 
among proteltants. 

I had ofTen thought with nayfelf that the 
church of England had been more preffed upon 
this matter of externals ii her controverfy with 
the diflbnters; than upon any other article : and: 
I cannot Cay, that the a&vers given by our apoc 
logifts have convinced me that our adherence to 
ibme fpecifid rites in our church> in a-fort of 

334 COIl- 
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contempt of the good effeAs which might- be 
hoped for from dropping them, is very edifying 
or very laudable. 

Our church claims a power of decreeing rites 
and ceremonies in her twentieth article, with- 
out exhibiting her fcriptural warrant for it in 
any copies of thefe articles publiihed by autho- 
:ity, that I know of; unlefs the vice-chancellor 

, of Oxfxd’s imprimatur may be allowed to give 
a pub& fan&ion to Mr, We:ihtnan’s edition of 
them. Mr. Rozers’s book indeed carries in its 
front a ‘pretence to the lawful author:ty of the 
church of En~~‘und; but as there is no evidence 
what that authority was, or how obtained, 
there Is room to, dopbt ; beiides, Reggrs, in ex- 
plaining the authority of the chulrch with re- 
+e& to LUTJWVE~~~S of fith, fla+ that this 
authority is given to the church, and to EVER I! 
MEMBEROFSOU~~ JUDGMENT inthefame*; 
which, I doubt, will extcna. the freedom of 
buery member to the $gt of ceremonies, a fir- 
tiari ; contrary to Mr. WXchtnan’s account, who 
rdtraios the authority, 21 both branches, to 
thofe quos penes eJ ect/e$zzica aart7dar. 

Under this claufe, concerning rites and ccrc- 
monies, Mr. Wdcbman has referred to EJpher ix. 

* OntheXXtharticie, pag. 103. edit. 12~5. 
27, \ 
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27, 28. and to John x. 22, 23. -) to which DR. 
Njchcis has added I Marcab. iv. 56. * 

The pagage of E/t&r informs us that the 
Jewt, in commemoration of their deliverance I 
from the ilaughter projeaed by Human, in& 
tuted the feaR Purim [of lots) and ordained 
that it fliould be keet and remembered by the 
whole peopIe of the Jrws.at anappointcd time 
of the year .-The dedication of the altar by, 
Judas and his brethren, and the ordinance fos 
celebrating that incident from year to year, is a. 
fa&t of the fame fort, and theinference common- 
ly drawn from hifiories is, that the Jewi@ had, 
and confequently the Chrilti~n church.has, the 
authority fpoken ofin the article. 

But I very much queflion the folidity of this: 
reafoning; for when it is confidered that the 
former of thek feafis was appointed by E/h-. 
and Mordecai only, it fiould feem that the 
Jew:3 ct!urch had.about as much to do in this 
&air asour church has-in the appointment-of 
our fiate-holidays of Nov. sth, May a.gth, &c; 
and how much that is, may be feen in the i’everal s 
a& of parliament relating to thofe days, and’ 
His majiiiy’s. orders fet befora the. fosms of 
gayer appointed for them. 

t XXXIX. Articuli EccIcf. Anglic, pag. z.z,- 
* I&fence, pag, 30:. . 

F 5: zs ’ 
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In the IatteF cafe, Judas and his brethrera 
with the whole congregatfon of lfraei ordained, 

. $c. v. 59. but how far our divines, and parti- 
cularly Mr. F.&khan, would admit either of 
there to be. the fenfe in which the word, church- 
& to be taken in the 20th article, I cannot take 
trpon me to ‘iay : “ By ehe power of the church 
[Cays the learned Mr. 74%te, one of the lateit 
adVOcdte9~ “ to decree rites and ceremonies, is 

CC meant a right in the paftors and governors 
a‘ thereof to ordain and appoint fuch things, To 
La as to make it orclinslrily the duty of the people- 
“ to conform to them *.” Which Mr. H%tc 

* mufi mean exclulively of the right and autho-. 
I rity of the civil powers,. or he wi.11 not get clear 

of his adverfaries obje&iou9 : And if Mr. Hate 
will not dmie,t&civil powers into his definition 
of the church which decrees rites and ceremo- 
nies, much lefs will he take intt, it the whole- 
congregation, becaure that would be going into- 
rhe enemies quarters for good and all +. 

There precedents, therefore, are neither of 
Bhem for onr purpofe, except they n+ay receive 

* Defrnce of three letters, pq+ IO.. 
+ Dr. Nith& or his tranflator [For he did not live. 

to tranflaie his book h,far himfelf. vid. i’isrce’~ vin-. 
&cation,. preface] expreffgshimCzlf with more roo~k 
-I‘ They who have been at the HELM of ecc!efia- 
“ itical sffks have infiitut.d.-Have not iva as 
u much power.m Bef. pag,. 306~ 

aib 
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aid from the.fubGdiary paffage in Johir,.which,, 
as we have it in our tranflation, informs us that 

ye/4 was wallu g ‘D in o omon’s porch at the.time S .! 
:of the. f&I of the ~e&Otipn and when it was 
winter.; and’.frotn that c’ucumitance our com- 
mentators d+&ini this to have been the feafb 
irUI?tuted by ‘the; &C&dbers : for otherwife the 
Jews had divers E)tcaha, and the word XE~CQV~ . 
may pofibIy denote only a;por%, as in A% 
xxvii. 20. 

Wdkbut what of this ? ‘6 why,” fays Dr.. 
$Yichols, “ this feafi was honoured. with our 
l Lord’s own prefence.” How bonourqd?, Did. 
8uf Lord’join’in the cerebration of it, 01' in any 
part,of it ? ThC context fays not a word of that. 
dur Lord honoured the phnr$e~ with his pre- 
&ncefu far as to eat with fbme of them : It is 
gr&t o&b but at fib a time there m@t be 
f&e wa/hing of cups and platters,‘&?. But will, 
it follow that he did any honour to there tradi-- 
Cons by his prefence ? 

The.plain truth is, omble&d Eord’took ~0s 
exceptions to times, places, or per&s, when, _ 
where,.and among whom he, had a p;ofpe& of 
&+nggaod i .‘a~+ 2: MaId.think that caufe not. 
&et-flocked with merits, which warits to drab 
his appearance among the Jews, at a time when- 
great numbers were afimbled togther, i@to a* 

F6 pea. 
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lprecedent for chriftian: conformity to humaa, 
rites. 

And this conf%&ratitin will; I apprehend, 
abate the force of what the pious and learned;,. 
bilhop.B~c~has.off&ed in behalf of this claul‘e 
ifi the XX& article, with rdfpeR to ouz Savi- 
our’s.converfation,among the Jew+ where he 
has certain13 firained one point to- favour the 
&iurch, and. that is by applyiog,our, SaviourS. 
obfervatioa Muttb. xxiii. z3.-And not to have 
I$ the ojrbcr undone, to riia. and i@r matte idi ( 
getl$zd *. 

Our blelfed Loti i!, thire fpeakidg of the caG? 
0’. tytting on& and. minute ,aad inf+ficanr as 
thofe artkleq.may, feem $0, be, about which the. 
pharif&and fcJiibes weGe fo exo&, yet had they 
an e#prefs and p&tive law for. tythiug the&all, 
namely, Levyit. xxvii. 39. And AL& tbr 0th of,, 
the Id, whether af tbc/eed of Jbe hand, or of the 
fruit of the trcr, ir the LORD’S; it if holy, unto the 
hrd. Acafe. widely different from that of+ 
ritcr and ~2.-$$ mat&r+of which& lawrmakes 
30 mention,. 

FOK the.&, thoa this exelIe‘nt pcel;ite. hag, 
with a vein of pietp.and good fenfe pqcuIi;ir to. 
himfelf, faid every ihiag, that can be faid with, 
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ZaJr colour of reafun, for externals eftablilhed by 
Ruman authority, yet hath he, upon the whok, 
made a cafe of it not the mofi favourable to tlie 
p&em circumftances of our church, at&much, 
lefs fuch a cafe aa wil?falP, in with your lord* 
tip’s ptdhions. 

Having, as I f&d, my lord; often reRe&d 011 
rhefe defences of our externals, without receiir- 
ing that fatisfabion I very fincerely fought for, I 
was in hopes to meet wirh fame new light from 
your lordfhip’s difcourfe on this iaterelting fub- 
j.e& ; and was not a little diragpointed when I 
found- nut tne text quoted by yaur lordibip from 
the Naw Tefknent, and but onr from the’ Old,. 
relative to the importance of external religion+: 
and what that paffige will avail your.lordLhii,,I 
am now toexamine. 

Your lordfhip, liaving obferved &at our 
people ‘6 have no cufiomary admonition, nopub- 
6‘ lit call to rccollee the thoughts of GOD and 
6~ religion from one Sunday to. another,” pro- 
ceeds thus: 

‘6 It. wa5 far: atknvi~ u&r the kw. ?&ej 
u wordr, fiys.iwfk to..thochildren of ~FUED,. 

u which I command fhrr;” [your lor&hip*omits 
,T,ISIS DAY, wk. the day when the. ten corn-. 
aa&xnts were given. in, Horeb,.,yhi wad 1 

-were- 



were j& recited ia the foregoing chapr, an& 
are the words here referfed to +J (6 /ha11 be in, 
‘5 thine heart. Ad thmr fiait teach them dili- 

cC .gerat(y unto thy chiidren, aad Ja/t talk of them 
u when thou /jtte/l! b t&e h&e; and w&n thuu 
b( waIKpJt by the way, and when thou ii@ dbwn, 
*‘ and when. tku r@i’ up.“’ Deut. vi. 6, 7’. To 
which your lcjrdfI.ip fubjoins: CC Aad’as they. 
‘6 were commanded t&~, fo ‘tis..&&& how 
e d the cee&ution of t&wt~law was adapt- 
“ ed to .a rr, and keep seti*m ever irr 
cc View.” 

: 

It was &n very ill, or ae leaf? very unwifely 
d-one, ro abrogate that law whore conffitution 
was adapted to fo eacelIent a purpofi : But the 
.trutb is, my lord,-the confiitution of the Jewi& 
law was jufi aa much adapted to efiR: the per- 
formance of, or to keep in view the religion here 
meant by iUofes,z as the mu@ and v&nenls in: 

+ Compare gerem. vii.,zz,, 23. with Exod.xix. 5, 
6. Theright xvaFead aRil ww bimop.Jtory, in. 
his adnirabktq&ie tin the Pr:‘e$%eod, obCerves that. 
6s if&r Mafe~ had been the fire forty days with God 
6‘ in the mount, he brought nothing dtrwn but the 
(( t,~otabIesofthe.mor~.law,.asif~o OTHER~~W 
a1 ‘had beeh T~~~.intended ; but when he found the 
6‘ people--rvorPiipping the golden. calf, God feem- 
‘a erh r&n to have refolved-to load them with a, 
‘6 nambe.r of religious rites and ceremonies, in dire& 
‘* OppcfitiGn to the CUfiOmS of the &@tiuns,” 8% 

.pag; 6a. 
youlsl 
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your Iordhip’s cathedral at Durhat~ are adapt& 
to promote family religion and the weightiec 
matters of judgment,. Marcy, and&%& h the relt 
of the diocefk 

MO/es in the two. next verfes goes on thus : 
hdthou/haIt bind them for a/ign upon thee ha&, 
and they/hall be as frcntlets between thins eyes ; aJ 
thou @ah write them upon the PO/S Df tbine AouSp 
and upon thy gates. Now both the frequency and 
proximity of thefe dome/tic figns, make it very 
plain that the great an& confpicum parts of their 
digion, the pub& calIs which they had by the 
cWl/ltulliOn ‘% their kw, were txotr adapted to. 
&I& what MO& in this pafkge wanted t@ 
have efIe&ed, viz. obedience to the moral law. 

For it i$ to be obkrved of thefe /gns, that 
&hey were it (like ceremonies properly fo cal- 
led) -fymboIic reprefetiatfo*s, but the pierxpts 
themfelves exq$iled in wrkiog, which it i9 
true, in procefs of time, were abufed to the 
purpofes of fuperfition t ; and when that time 
came, and thefe natural and dimple-figns and 

9 The rahbins in after-times had de the&&m 
fo q Celefi to fbme Jew in iefp* of their. ori~ind 
parpofe, that they &joined them-to be wdiiten only 
h one Eort of chartier. u h’l Ph$a&eria & Schedas 
a &kare+ hadalios pram AJyriam c&zraBeres a+& 
u biberr &ret, in jibril were farri, dP/lriben~i~, literis 
u etianiC&acir uti comedi/ur,/ed hisfoiis, “I &c. ill&: 

.mm’der a@ Wapn$eil SOT A, pag. 970. 
me- 

e 
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memorials had degenerated into broud Phylatlii;- 
rice, &CC. they thee received their condemnation 
with other things which had a more natural 
tendency to fuch abufe. A fufficient intimation; 
one would think, to all future times, of the in- 
croachiug-nature of fuperflitiba~ whiLh could 
convert fuch expedients of plain and’ ufeful in- 
ftruftion, into implements of mere oftentati’ort~ 
and hypocrify. 

I niould’ have. thought, indeed, that there 
were fomeexgreffionf;. in this pallage cited- by 
your lordship, that might have kept any man 
out of this miitake, and prevented his con- 
founding the words there fpokea of, with the 
words of the ceremonial law; which latter it 
furely. was, never intended that fathers and’ 
mafters. of families should teach their ho& 
holds :. This kind of teaching was the fole pri- 
vilege and duty of the priefts, who had indd 
no ccu~mif?i~~ to teach any thing elfe -), and 

that, 

t “ We ihall find it [what the priefls were to teach) 
‘4 was not the whole law of MO/i, but the ceremoai& 
l I law OS/J, the laws about ex/emal seIig+ or reli- 
“.gious WOII%P. For, a~ the @ttiuZ part of their 
‘a ofice wasconfitied to pof+%je and inpltutd wo&ip, 
“-it is natural to believe that their &c&g was of no 
4‘ greater extent.“’ Bilhop S%WJ on the Prie+d, 
pag.. 26. It is hmbly recommended to the reader, 
king a clergyman of the church of Engl&,,not u, 

contest&: 
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that, as I iaid above, made this mod teaching, 
the domefiic and familiar figns fo much the more 
necefky. 

io that I very much qoefGn whether your 
lordship could have fallen upon any paffage in 
the Old Teflament, which relates at all to your 
fubjefl, that would have been lefs favourable to 
your lprdfiip’s argument. 

But to proceed ; your lordlhip adds : Cc And 
‘4 without fomewht of this nalurc, piety will 
*‘ grow languid even among the better fort of 
‘6 meq ; and the worit will go on quietly in an 
6‘ abandoned courfe, with fewer interruptions 
‘6 from within than they would have, were re- 
I‘ ligious refleEtions forced oftner upon their 
a‘ minds, and confequently with lefs probability 
6‘ of their amendment.” pag. 16. 

From what operation of externah on the hu- 
man mind yout lordfhip coIleLk this theory, I 
cannot prefume to fay ; I, for my part, believe 
that the piety of good men may’ be maintained 

content himfelf with there detached paffiges, but fe- 
rioully to read over this valuable performance, where 
he will have: the ktisfiAion to fee how Iittle the mi- 
nifirations of a chrittian priclt have to do with cerc- 
roniulr and txtemah, and from thence may judge, .if 
he pleafes, with what propriety he should employ 
bin&If in preaching up the jmpor/a~cc of them. 

h 
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in its vigour wirh very fittle of this nature : and 
this I am pretty fure of, that if religious reflec- 
tions muit beforced upon the mind by rxternals, 

it is not a frnallJ&~~zobai of this natrrre, that will 
do the work. 

Rut to fpeak freely : this method of farc;ng 
religious refleAions by crrmonier and external 

forms, I doubt, is itark naught : according to 
your lordihip’s daCtrine, it kould be not only 
gad PO/icy, but who/e/“ame dtycipfine to farce mea 
in England to come to church, and in Frmcr to 

go to ma/j ; .in both places for the fime reafon, 
namely becaufe the diflenters (whofe objeElions 
to ceremonies and outward forms .are the fame 
in both kingdoms) have not fo mu‘h of externals 
as is nccefary fo prfjrve a j&Ipe ofreligj5n ifJe/J 

u$.l the minds offhe peopple. 

And yet, my lord, the very beit of this force 
has felfiom produced any thing better than hy- 
pocrify t. Probability of amendment there can 

bc 

+ cl En Poitou 8-z en Xaintonge, &c. les menaces 
I‘ I s plus fieres, les coups de b?rt’on, la tefieur d: I’ 
“ in! lence du Soldat Went de prPs les premieres 
“ fommationq. Par ce moyen,on ne maoque pas de 
‘4 g?gner beaucoup de gens, ddns un fiecle oh la ve- 
6‘ ritable devotion Tut rare par-tout, & la France fore 
*‘ mifelahle. Ccs lCTef3ieurs les convAC&urs oflt trOp 

6‘ d’efpr t pour n’&re pas canvajncus que tous ces 
‘t changemens ionrf;Ls. 11s voyel:t que C~S non- 

“ veaux 
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be little or none wbere men attend religious fa- 
lemnitics merely to avoid punitiment or cenfure. 

There is then no forcing rehgious reRe&ions 
this way. But perhaps your lordship might 
mean, that “films and extrrnals have in them- 
‘4 f&es an inherent and natural virtue tofoorce 
6‘ religious reflehtions upon the mind, and LO 
(6 work piety and repentance upon the heart.” 
And this, indeed, I should have thought the 
more obvious fcnfe of your.lordfhip’s words, 
bad it not been that I thought it alio the MS 
defenfible of the two, becaufe it will be impof- 
fibk to prove this to be true of w fort of forms 
and not of another ; and what a door this will 
open to all manner of fuperltition and even 
idolatry, may be eafily conceived * : It being 

“ veaux convertis ne vont g la Wleflk pour pldpart que 
“ le moins qu’ils peuvent,qu’il for les $ier & les 
‘L mcnacrr, ii on veut qu’il y alWent.--Ne voilz?at-il 
“ pas un deffeio fort Apoitolique i” &c. kc. BAY LB 
Critipue gencrale de I’HijToire du Calvinifme dr Mr. 
Maimburg, fonr. I let. VIII. nag. 134, r35.-Here 
we have ocular teitimony of the good cff&s offo-cing 
religious reflections upon the mind by the me.lns of 
external religion , and as there (and thefamewilF hold 
good of other fyfiems) are to be thus/rcorrded ere they 
can have even thefe eff&, may we not jufily can- 
elude that forms have nalptalb no:fbrreor ellicacy of 
their own to difpofe the t&d to relrgion I 

* The prolific narure of e*trma/J is rcprefented to 
the Iif? in the excellent biflrop FIeef.wood’s letter IO an 
inbabi/ant of the parz$J of St. &x?rew’s Ho1 bout n. 
Works,fol. 725, 72 . 

in- 
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indeedsthe very principle on which the papiffs 
juftify the adoration of images. But neither 
even thus do we get clear of the other kind of 
force ; for if cxtcmals have this virtue to infmv 
rel$ous r>JeeAiorrs, &c. .it muR be right to com- 
pel thofe who are indifpofed to fuch refle&lions, 
to attend there memcrials ; and if, as your lord- 
fhip has obferved, the people are now in general 
negligent in their attendance, I do not-fee how 
compulfion of fame kind can be avoided. 

But i&ad’ of conjeRuring how your lord- 
‘fiip would explain this matter confiflentiy with 
proteitant principles, I wiil beg leave to exhibit 
the very different accounts we have of the be- 
ginning and progrefs of religion from the 
npoftles. 

He that cometh to God mu/ believe that he ir, 
and that he is a rewarder cf them that diligent3 
feek him,Jor wl’tbout faith it is impo&ble to p!enfe 
GOD. Hcb. xi. 6. 

If it be demanded how we may obtain faith, 
the apoitle Pauianfwers,faith rometh by bearing 
[or report] and h$aring by the word of God. 
Rom. x. 17. 

Is then faith the whole of religion ? Nd. .To 
faith muft be added, virtrte, knowledge, tempe- 

rance, 
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p-awe, ,paticn:e. 1, dlivJ, brctherly KindnyJ, and 
charity; For ;f t.‘$ tli P. ‘1~s the apoftle Peter, 
b&n you andabm, d. +h v *d y:u neither barrm 
nor zmfruitfi~i in i ‘7, knowle:.~e f o&r Lord,Jss.us 

CHRIST; that is, lhey .perfeA and complete 
your religion. 2 Per. i. 5, &c. 

But are notjCorms and exremals neceffary to 
remind the people of there rhings,? I fhould 
think not ; any farther than hearing the word 
of,God may be io called. If more was aecelfa- 
ry, here was precifely the place where Peter 
should ‘have inferted his ritual +; for ia rhis 
very place he is rndeavouring that his readers 
might have thefe things alway in reme&ance, 
after his decea/e, v. 13. and yetnothing appears 

of thefe eadeavours betides his religious exhor- 
tations and iaitru&ons in there two epiftles. 

That external obj,ns are ia fame cafes ufeful, 
znd in others necelrary, to remind us of our 
chrifiian duty .aad devation, .is true enough. 

* Peter not only omitted his ritual here, bat pn- 
happily for ot .to leave it behind him : For even 
the papiRs t f emf&ives could never recover more of his 
mijal than the Zord’s prayer. Nuda PI rho brrc crant 
(~~~~PLATINA, ipeaking of the ceremonies of the 
.ma 6) ,kf omnia /;mi licrter f rattabanfw. PETRUS 
#iim, ubi confecrawer(lt, oratione Pater noiter, UJUS ej. 
Awit be MYSTERIA Jacobus, 8x. Vir. SIXTI 1. A 
hint which protefiants hould have taken long ago. 

?bC 
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The henvenr declare ihe glory of G OD, and the 

jirmament fheweth Ks haxdy-work. Pf. xix. To 
excite us to particular ails ofcharity, it is fome- 
times necelfary we should SEE that our brother 

Bath ne.-a’ But where a man is blind and deaf 
to there natural and familiar admonitions, there 
is, I doubt, but little hopes of his becoming all 
of a fudden pious and charitable on thejght of 

a church, even of a rathedrol, a temple made 
with hands, and where, if the Scriptures deceive 
us not, we know the Mofi High dwelleth not, 
inany higher fenfe than he dwelleth in other 
places where two or three.are gathered toge- 
ther in his name, 

It was, we may well fuppofe, fame confide- 
rations fuggeited by theLe and the like pafilges 
of Scripture, which gave occafion, “ in mofi 
6‘ ages of the church, to the care of reafonable 
“ men to draw the people off from laying too 
‘6 great weight upon external things; upon for- 

‘s ma/ a&s of piety ;” and for this care, your 
Iordfbip allows, there has been,for the moppart, 

occaton. But, your lordhip goes on, ‘6 the 
6‘ itate of matters is quite changed now with 
6‘ us. Thefe [extrrnalJ things are negleCted to 
(6 a degree, which is , and cannot but be at- 
(5 tended with a decay of all that is good.” 

Strange 
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Strange and miferable reverfe of things? 

What was a reafoaable care in m3/iua,nps of the 

chriltian church, and for which there Aas been 
for the nro/? part occafion ; and a care too, as it 

plainly appears, excited by the very genius and 

,fpirit of the gofpel of Chrifi, is at length fuper- 

feded by a change of which we have had no 
warning, nor had any reafon to expe& ; and it 

is now become bigt,lyJEa/3nabIe to lay the weight 
on, where rq’bnoble men had all along taken it. * 
o#,-‘~ highly leafonable NOW to infir& the 

‘6 people in theimport&&e of external religion.” 

Is then the gofpel of. Chrilt fo fickle and 

-changeable, that it’s provifions aud expedients 
of eternal life may be accommodated, like hu- 

nian politicks, to the humours and intereffs of 

every faithlefs ‘and perverfe generation ? No, 

my lord, the means of falvation thro’ C/J@’ 

are, like their ever-bleffed author, ~he/ame ye+ 

terday, to day, and for ever *. Other founda!ion 

can zo MCDJ lay, than is laid+. If in any itate 

of the ch$ion church it was reafonable to de- 

preciate the beggarb elements of external religion, 
it is jafi.as reafonable at this very hour. 

Far would I be from fixing upon your lord- 

Ihip’s words an infinuation, that the care of 

* &I+. xiii. 8. t 1 Cor. iii. I I. 
i 

rea- 
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mfonabkmen above mentioned hath in aoyda- 
gree contributed to the decay of all that is g&od. 

Yet ftrrely your lordlhip should have apprised 
us here, h(,w this drroy and this neglefi came 
in company together ; and whatdependance they 
have upon each other : your lord(hip’s filence 
on this head you will give me leave to fupply, 
from fame memoirs of a very good judge of 
fuch matters. 

u I have ever deemed our reformation from 
C( popery a great work, and blefs God for it 
CC daily; and yet I am Cometimes apt to call 
‘6 fome of thofe, who had the title of reformers 
‘6 (efpecially of the latter kts in queen .&a- 
66 bctb’s time) very little men ; and think they 
“ Tather deferve ihe chara&er of reformers, 
‘6 who laboured, at the expence of their cafe 
$8 and Cubfifience, and fometimes of their lives, 
‘6 to convince the nation that, as chriRians and 
‘8 protefiants, we had common principles and 
*‘ precedents enough in lthe New Tefiament, 
1‘ upon which to unite and to edify each other, 
6‘ without having recourfe to idle and unnecef- 
6‘ fary human .inventipns. Theft men could 
6’ hardly ever obtain an equitable or even a pa- 
“ tient hearing from the people in power ; who 
*@ never, that I can learn, gaveany better reafoa, 
6‘ for not taking the cowfe recommended to 

“ them, 
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*L‘ them, than that ‘6 there outward circumfian- 
‘6 ces were indifferent things, and that they had 
4~ or&&j to do ‘ss they picafid about,them.” 

CC La&r ages .have had the advantage. of ad- 

I 16 ding to this weighty argument, that of long 
*‘. pofi-on ; and what is there that ,human 
*‘.authority and antiquity together, have not 
‘(4 coined into religion ? Aad thus it &,-that our 
66 cxteraah have been blown up io far beyond 
u their natural fize and figni.fica.nce ; and have 
J‘ fo long taken place of better things, that we 
~a feem to have forgot where we began; and 
(6 imofi of us are as much at a lofsin r&n’s age far 
6‘ true Fcligion as ever. But tho’ rhefe pieces , 
sS of antiquity will do Jiltle fx our common 
l ‘ .people, who feem, indeed, of late to care as 
4‘ little for them as wifer men ; yet they will 
6‘ itill do tbr one fort among us : They will fave 
‘4 them a great deal of trouble, and perhaps 
4‘ fomething elf&, which they mighr otherwife 
*‘f&in by being put into a laborious courfe 
~6 of reforming and edifying the ‘people com- 
6‘ mitted to their care, by the toilfome methods 
cc of the gofpel. Let you and I lx Glent, and 
6‘ .make .as good a f&ift wti them as we can ; 
‘I for, afLre yourfelf, we fhall have nothing 
‘* better in this age *.” 

* From a private Letter written 1739. 
VOL. IV. G Whetha 
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Whether this account of the decay of all t&s 
is good, or your lord(hip’s has more of trurla 
and reafon in it, mu0 be left to the judgment 
of the public ; in the mean time, permit me 
humbly to reprelent to your lordlhip, that, ia 
our prefent circumfiances, 1. It is not ieafon- 
able to inffruCt the people in the importance ~8 
external religion ; and, were it feafonable, that 
2. It is not praaicable to revive any greater 
reverence for our own ext,ernal religion, than it 
has at preknt, by dny brt of i&u&ion whar- 
ever. 

I. InltruCtion i,n the importance of external 
religion is not feafonable. That popery is gain- 
ing ground up6n us daily, is a matter of fa& 
at[eBed by very confiderable witneres. Belides 
others of no obfcure eitimation in the world, 
an eminent and leading prelate * hath on two 
public occafions, one in 1745, and the other 
I 750, given the nation warning of it : What the 
confequence of this may, and if it goes on, mufi 
be, is eafily apprehended. ‘6 Every heart alie- 
cc nated from the protd7ant religion [to ule the 
6‘ words of the fame judicious bishop with a 
‘6 little variation] carries off with it a pair of 

+ Bp. Sherlock in hi5 fermon on the late rebelhz, 
and i,n his letter to the clergy and people of Londoon 
and ~y,~~,in/ter,uponoccafionof the late earthqusikes. 

2 ‘6 hands 
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u hzt& from the defence of our gracious. king 
‘4 and his government t.” , 

I will not fay but there may be different ways 
of accounting for this increa;le of popery ; but 
of this I am certain, that there is not an argu- 
ment for it, whicbcan be fuppofed toinfluence 
our common people, that does not derive it’s 
weight from the value and importance of.external 
religion. 

And this deferves to be confidered by us of 
the church of England fo much the rather, as 
the dilfenters affirm “ that the converts to po- 
‘6 perp are gathered from our church by thou- 
“/ands, whereas it is hardly ever known that 
“ one is gained from them *.” 

When 1 firit met with this interefting fa&, 
I bethought me of confulting Mr. ?F%te’s de- 
fence to fee what confolati n might be had from 
t,:at : and his anfwer, which is remarkable, I 
ihall now fet down, as greatly to my prefent 
purpofe. 

I 

This gentleman having intimated, “ that the 
“*fuggeflion may be groundlefs, or, if true, may 

+ Thankfgiving f&non before the commons, 
June 7, 1716. 

* Difinting gentleman’s rR an&er to Mr. @‘&c’s 
letter:, p3g. I 2. 

G2 ‘6 be 

. 
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6‘ be well accounted for by the difproportion in 
6‘ the numbers belonging to each party ;” goes 
on thus : ‘6 And if more, in proportion to the 
4~ number of .each, have ‘been gained from 
6~ among0 us, the reafon why is not that which 
(‘he has fuggefied [wiz. the concefions in xxth 
‘C article of our rburch] but another, even the 
(6 multitude of i-e&s that are among us. We, 
6‘ for the mofi part, are eduated and inJrvL?ed 
6‘ in jufi notions of the nature, unity and commu- 
46 nion of the cathoiick. church, maintained in 
‘6 .the church ,of E&and, and of the great Inn- 

‘< PORTANCE and MECESSITY thereof; while 
‘(6 their peop le ale, generally, fo inftru&ed, as 
6‘ to have no kind of notion of thefe matters, or, 
a( if any, it is on y 1 of the no-necef?ity,or rather, 
6‘ the infignificancy thereof. And hence it is 
6‘ natural for our peopZe to be more eafily fcan- 
‘6 dalixed at thofe fchifms and diviiions which 
‘6 they fee among us, and more fufceptible of 
46 impr&ons from the artful infinuations of 
6~ &miJlh emi.f&ries concerning them. This is 
66 far more like than that he affrgns to he the 
~6 true reafon that more converts *,” &c. 

See here, my lord, the dXenter’s charge not 
only confeffed, but clearly made out by this 
acute advocate for the church of Ergland !- 

* IR Defence, pag. 16. 
(’ Far 
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CC Fur more like?” IV hy, is it not the very fa’m& 
only pufhed more home, and exemplifie&ih 
plainer and flronger terms ?--Thechurch df 
&:‘nziand claims a power to decree rites or were- 
monies, and authority in controverfics of faith, 
and thereupon founds the NECESSITY and KM’- 
PORTANCE ofuniryand communion with her.-- 
Here the Romm~ itrikes in and’ f+, “‘ Aye, 
(‘ but the church of Engla.ld does not pretenfi 
6‘ to be the catbtlirk chrsh, and confequently 
‘( can maintain no fuch claim. The cathoiick 
(( church is with UI, and us only, and it is therg 
‘s that you mufi look for’ the r~ec@;y and impor- 
‘6 tance of unity and communion.” 

IC is therefore for the honour of the church 
of England, to ohferve that fhe gives none of her 
members any fuch ~zoLo~s,of unity and commu- 
nion as Mr. W%ite pretends. She acknowledges 
and prays for all as members of the catholick 
church, who “ call themfelves chriflians, an4 
“ hold the faith in unity of SPIRIT in the bond 
u of peace and in righteoufnefs of life.” ?I;he 
vifible church of Chrifi, the defines [art. xix.J 1 
to be “ a congregation of faithful men, in the 
(6 which the pure word of God is preached, and 
‘6 the facraments be duly miniltered according 
‘* to Chrift’s ordinance, in all thofe things that 
“ of ~e~J%y are requifite to the fame ;” and 
what is not &‘-of necefiity requifite to the f,lme”, 

G3 ffl@ 
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fie tells us, art. xxxiv. 6. the rites or cere- 
monies of every particular or national church 
“ordainedoniyby MAN'S AUTHORITY." 

WhatjuJI notionsnow can the church of Eng- 
hzd give, confiftently with there her capita1 
do&rines, of the importnnce, and more efpecial- 
ly of the IcccfJity of communion with her, or 
with any other particular or national church, 
where the peculiar diftin&Gons are human rites 
and ceremonies, or, in‘ your lordlhip’s language, 

$rms and extErtPaIs? And how should her 
members who are juJL$ educated and inltruCted, 
be fcandalized at divifions, at which the church 
herfelf is not fcandalized ? For my own part, if 
there is any man who teaches or propagates any 
fuch notions, as tend to create the fcandal and 
fnfceptibihty of Ron@% iniiouations that Mr. 
Y h’re {peaks of, I am for having him feverelp 
cenfured as an uufound member of the church 
of England 

In agreement with thefe doQrinas and deli- 
nitions, it is abfolutely necelfary to underftand 
the word church- in the xxth article. So Mr. 
Rogers underflood it, namely for every tffemLer of 
/ound judgment in the fame ; and Rogcrss writing 
under the wing, and probably by the dire&on 
of Bancroft [as high a churchman as ever pre- 
fided in it, La&excepted] was not liily to go, .* 

b&w 
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Now the fenfe of the church in his expofition ; 
whatever fenfe may have been put upon the 
words fince thofe days, concerning which I think 
the church of England (much, 1 am afraid, to 
her lofs and detriment) has been too filent and 
pafive. \ 

i 

And here P cannot but itop a while to con- 
template the dexterity of our champions in Ihi@- 
ing their ground, and changing their barteries ( 
again0 the di&nters. Heretofore it was pre- 
tended that our feAs were the fpawn of the Je- 

fiits, that Jefaits had been known to mix among 
them, and, that many of their tenets were the 
fame with thofe of that order of men*, &c. But 
iurely the Jf$Gts were viler politicians than or- 
dinary in this m&ppl;cation of their craft ; the 
feftaries,. in virtue of their education and in- 
fcru&ion it feems, have flood their gronnd, and 
bid defiance to all their artifice ; while the mem- 
bers of the church of Eng!und-But forbid it 
heaven that this kould be the truth of the 

i There &ems to be an inclination ina late learn- 
ed and fpirited writer, to fix a charge of this nature’ 
upon the method& [eHfthujafm of fh~ papifls nndme- 
thodifis compared; part ii. pag. 179. to fbe enA] Whe- 
ther popery will thrive better in this new f&3 than it 
has done in thofe of longer fianding, time mufi llrew. 
However, what this ingenious author fays, about the 
middle of pag. 178. is well worth remarking, and 
not foreign to the cafe in hand. 

G+ cafe ; 
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caL ; and as Mr. ZK!4e himfelf, and more’thm. 
he are dilpofed to queffion the fa&, may I with 
all deference to your lordlhip’s bench humbly 
fuggeit, that this matter- may be examined to 
the bottom, and fatisfa&ion given. to all his 
maje,fly’s faithful and affehionate fubjec’is; 
which may eatily be don& by their lordships re- 
quiring pun&al anfwers to two. ihort queries, 
fent to the miniiter and churchwardens of every ’ 
par& viz. I. Mow many perfoons in your pa- 
Ah have been perverted to popery within theh 
LIR --- years ? and 2. Wow many of thofe fo 
petverted had been of the church of England, 
an? how many of them protefiant difinters, 
and of what denomination ? But 

2. I am afraid, my !ord, initru&ion in the 
ihportance of external religion would, at this 
time, be unfeafonable on another account ; the 
people who would mofi wAnt thefe inftru&ons, 
are, it is doubtful, uninftru&ed not only in the 
importance, but in the very principles of any re- 
ligion. The ignorance of our common people 
even in thofe religious matters which are eafiefi 
to underfcand, as well as to remember, I mean 
the hifiorical paCages of the New Teltament, is 
hardly to be concei.ved by thofe who have nat 
had fame particular occafion of converiing with 
them on thefe iubjeRs ; much lefs do they know 
the raving truths of the gofeel, and the terms af 
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eternal life grounded on that hiitory i ,wouid 
your lordfbip have the inltruAion of is fort 
begin at the importance of externals in &,eligion Z $ 
There at-the beIt are but ufeful or edifying as 
modes of exprefing the faith and piety that is 
already in the heart: but what protefiant or 
chriflian ufe can they make of them, to whom 
externals have nothing to convey worththeir 
having, and who have nothing to’ exprefs by 
their means ? But, 

2. It is not pratiicable, I imagine, to revive 
auy greater reverence for our ownexternals, than 
they have at prefent, by-any fort of i&u&ion. 
For, 

I,) If the fire& of this infiruAion is to be- 
laid on the edifying nature of the things them& 
felves, they have.had their weight for a court& 

of no IeL than -two hundred years, and can VCZ- 
iurally make no ftronger impreirlons than they’ 
have done. Every argument has been’offered 
in their behalf which the moft ingenious and 
learned men in the kingdom could think of; 
And if it might befuppofed that newarguments 
and topics in their f‘lvour could be found out; 
yet, if, as the. honefi gentleman above quoted 
has remarked, there externals are inconvenient 
and difgufliug in the praflical part, thefe new 
arguments will be fo far obflruaed in their ope- 
ration, and fail in their effi&. 

c ,5 2.) 
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2,) It will be remembered that there havs 
been men in our comm)lnion of equal judgment, 
and, perhaps for the moft part, in equal num- 
bers, who have been differently perfuaded con- 
cerning the edification to be had from our forms: 
Neither will it be forgot, that there very forms, 
comprized in the word, a!wrck, have given coun- 
tenance and occation to much diforder and ill 
temper, and to much fa&on and fury in the 
kingdom : and tho’ this circumkmce of i&elf 
should beno argument againft the things them- 
f’lves, yet it will be made one, and I doubt more 
pains muft be taken to teach people to d$.?in- 
grrrj/h in iuch cafes, than the clergy well can, 
or will be willing to [pare frpm other bufinefs. 
The intrigpes of C/xzr/es the fecond’s time, and 
the inconfifiency of the a& of uniformity with 
his two declarations, nothing can glofs over. A 
late ienfible and fuficiently cautious writer, 
whom I have quoted above, has indeed ventured 
to hint that the government at that time in mak- 
iog rhis law had fame fen/e of inconvenienr~s, and 
were direc?ed by confiderations of propyie/y 
in the alterations they made in our fervice. His 
words are there : “ At the time of the reflora- 
Lc tion of the church and monarchy -our li- 
4‘ turgy had been out of ufe, as well in private 
“ as in public aft‘emhlies, almoft twenty years. 
“ Yet it is obfervable, that even ihen, the go- 

“ vernment 
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<( vernment was Ja/enfrble of the inconvPni&s . 
4~ of any great alteration in forms which the 
‘6 people had yet fame remembrance of, as to 
‘6 think it proper to dire& the commiKloners, 
‘6 appointed to coufidcr of thofe things, to avoid;- 
‘( as much as may be, men all abbrzxiarions that 
“-&ould be found neceITary *.“, 

Here we fee the eflablhhment of/a much more 
than fame people hoped for, or,.conGdering the’ 
declarations abovementioned, had good reafon 
to hope for, is afcribed to/en/ibi(ity and tender- 
nefr for the people; perhaps this writer may’ 
believe To, and perfiade fame others to be of; 
that mind. 

Eut however that be, the sheets of this pamA 
phlet were fcarce dry from the prefs when ano* 
ther made its appearance, in which the author 
gives us leave to think very differently of this l 

matter. Whet hr rays of the 08 of uniformity 
is as follows : (6 HOXV thzfe words, to the u/k of, 
CC came to be omitted out of the exprefs form of 
4‘ words that are ordered to be read in church 
CC for a legal qualification, I cannot by, nor 
4‘ whether they were omitted out of negieti or. 
6‘ by defign : but I own, it feems to me, when, 
‘6 I confider the humcur 4 the timer when that 

* Fr.and Irnib. Conlid. pag. 5, 6, 
Gd ‘( a&$ 

I 
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*( a& was made, that it was done with d$gn.; 
‘6 as a SNARE to oblige pOOr coofcientious men 
‘6 who did not read the a& of parliament ae 
‘6 length, togive up their livings, rather than 
‘6 declare their- unfeigned a&nt and confent to 
6‘ all and every thing contained in rhe book of 
4C common-prayer.*” 

‘ 

Your lordship here fees two very different 
opinions of the men and times when rhe a&? 
of uniformity, which eftabliihes our prefent ex- 
ternals, was made. If the opinion of the latter 
is to be regarded, all may not be right with the 
Pxirrnalr themfelves in favour of which fuch a 
bafe and cruel artifice was projeaed.. It is true; 
the other gentleman would give us a different 
idea of the difpofition and councils of thofe 
times ; but why fiould we believe the one, rather 
than the other ? If, as common fame reports, 
and the gentlemaa bimfelf intimates, the Conli- 
derer publithed his work under the wing of 
authority; the other declares himfelf to be a 
clergyman of the c/?abh~ed church. And the eflay 
fpeaks fufficiently for his good fenfe and integri- 
ty* And, if he alfo may have the aid of com- 

* The author fu’ojoins this note : “ And accord- 
“ ingly there were I 800 perfens, that were aCtua]Iy 

l < deprived of their livings rather than fubmit to the 
“ terms prefcribed--” and it is worth our notice,, de- 
prwed by an abbrecitititn. 

mon 
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tnon fame, his fiation in t.he church. is in.the . 
highefi. rank- 

Thefe are difficuliies, my lord, which; when 
.- they fall in a.clergyman’s. wayY will greatly obp 

firu& his infirut%ons in the importance of OUT 
externals. Nor, 

CJ.).DO,I apprehend he will have-much better 
fuccefs in urging the authority of the chu$. 
The time was indeed when the language of rnc/? 
of our. clergy was, Stir not a&p out of the dim7 
paths of the church t ; and thtn confiderable num 
bers of the people were inclinable enough to 
liflen to them. But theyate of matters is quife 
&anged withus nowin A!:s reipeQ alfo ; and ma- 
ny accidents have intervened, which will pre- 
vent our retreating into thisJlronghold, a-, how- 
ever, our fortifying it’into a tenablep$. 

The incomparable bifhop Burnet in the JeJ- 
ration of. the third volume of his- hifiory of the 
r#m&z, .printed I 7 I 5, has thefe remarkable 
words. CC Your majeity, we trufi, is defigned 
4’ by GDD to,comg/eat the reformation itfelf; to 
.Y reb?;fr what may be yet amj/s ; and to fupplp 
u what is deeferrive among us; to oblige us to 
CC live and to labour more fuitably to our profef- 

t Memorial of the church of England, in Ccha’s 

t 
detection, vol. iiL pag. 247. 

“ lion; 
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“ lion ; and unite us more firmly among our- 
6‘ felves, to bury, and for ever to extinguish the 
(6 fears of our relapfing again into popery ; and 
u to efIabliIh a confidence and correfpondence 
‘6 with the pro’eflant and reformed churches 
‘6 abroad;” 

We have here the teitimony of one bishop how 
little expedient it was to adhere, without devi- 

% ation, to the paths of the church: About t’he 
fame time more of them gave their united opi- 
nion of the confequences of this do&rine of the 
7nemori~I to this tfk?I : 

. 
u \Ve are the more concerrned,.&c.-becaufe’ 

6‘ fame who have valued themfelves, and have 

‘6 been too much valued by orhers, for a pre- 
‘( tended zeai for the church, have joined with 
65 ~g~;/tz in theie wicked attempts .t.” 82~. 

Since this time it hath been obferved that our 
great churchmen in general have, greatly to 

their hononr, laid afide much of this ignorant 
and impatient zeal of contending to the utter- 
mofi for every appendage to the church. of 
En&&; they are known to be friends to tole- 
fation, and to have more moderate and equitable 
fentiments concerning fome particulars in’our 

+ The tilhops declaration tefiifying their abhor- 
rence of rebellion, 17 15. 

prefent. 
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pr&nt ecclefiaftical efkblikrment, than their 
forefathers exprefid; 

In there circumfiances 2 would be in vain for 
the inferior clergy to,attempt to build any grear 
matters in favour of external religion upon a zeal 

for the church ; accordingly that fpirit hath alfo 
greatly fnbfided among them, and one perhapa 
might go back fame years without finding any 
thieg of that furious kind in print, which ufed 
to pefier the public in the days of Sncb;verel.x. 

One thing, indeed, my lord, there is in al! 
this, which I find amules thinking people a good 
deal : Since a departure from the path of the 
rhurch is, of late days, neither To offcnfive to 
cbrrrch orJate, as heretofore ; but on the con- 
trary, may ver-y well be borne with ; it is won. 

* So I thought, when I wrote this. Eut faunterinrr 
into a bookfeller‘s lhop, not long after, the t’ir!l tbi~~ 
1 laid my hands on was a pamphler, written, as the 
title-page imports, by fomcthing ofp~@~~~r, which, 
on the firit opening, exhibited a charaaer of the 
petition to parliament from the city of l$t2$7i, in fa- 
vour of a bill for the naturalization of foreign prote- 
fiants, in the decent terms of an attempt ID j,!/ the 
na/ion with befgars and fcbi/inaticRs. 1 am to!d the 
fuppofed author is Bn elderly man. What a miferable 
time muR he have had with this teizing, hungerfiarv- 
ed, folitary demon of Srhym at his elbow for the ]afi 
iwenty or thirty years ?---But, c&me---What is the 
proper religious appellation Of an 
of our national church at Geneva P 

Engliih protefiant 

L &red 
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dered-whar fbMd.hinder a free and impartial 
iirquiry whether the paibs of the church are 
really fo dire8 as to admit of no jufi amend- 
ment; and’efpecialfy as fame figgeftions to the 
contrary have been offered to the public, which ’ 
appear to many pious and judicious members of 
the efiablifhcd church to have great weight, 
and will, I apprehend, be another means of 
rendering ineffeCtual our infbu&ons in the im- 

portance of external rrI+n, as ir is:circum-. 
ffanced in our church at this time. 

For my own part, my lord, I am firmly per- 
fuaded that if every thing be abfolutely right 
in the church of El.gland, our forefathers a0ed 
not.only,.morswifely; but more righteoufly than 
we, in somprliin2 people to come into her, and 
in diflreIIing thofe who would not : On this fup- 
pofition, all who deviate from the church, devi- 
ate from the word of God (for that is .the 1 
church’s rule) and oughr on no account to be 
tolerated. But if there-is any confiderable room 
for amendment and alteration for the-better, we 
are, upon our own principles ofprsaiq nil things s 
S9 the word of God, evidently condemned j ftir- 
ring, in faA and iwprafiice, not a-jet otit cf the 
paths of. tbe chimh, even whilll the mofl of us 
perhaps are confcious that fome of thefe paths 
are far from being fo dire8 as the application of 
our great rule would make them. 

i 

Tn 
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le the year I 7 18,. when the bill repealing tk 
~rc~j%nul an& fc&/%3 MS was in, debate, bi@ql 
Kennel defined the church of England to,be, A 

fbiptural in/l’itution upon a legal e~ablifiment~Y : 
with which definirion I have always been ex- 
tremely pleafed, and at the fame time extremely 
defirous to have it verified. 

Concerning the Zcgm’ity of the eflnblilhment, 
there is not, nor can be, any difpute : It will 
admit of no controverfy among thofe tiho hold- 
all their civil rights and privileges under the 
fame authority which efiablifhes the church : the 
quefiian upon which we are chiefly divided, h+ 
been concerning the fbiptu~al inJ2’iiution. & 
point, which, in reverence to an higher legifla- 
ture, Should. certainly among proteitants be 
equally clear : If this matter is not yet fufficientc 
ly decided in our favour t, it is by no means., 
expedient to take iifor graplted, or to confider it 
in the light of a point of hcnour, fince by fuch 
indolence, or fuch arrogance, we are lofing the 
molt valuable advantages and benefits pf our 
efiablifiment ; the true original end’ of which 
undoubtedly is, the edification of the people of 

* T~ndul’s Continuation, 8~0. vol. xxvii. pag. 240, 
f Whether it is or not, we may form fame judg- 

ment, perhaps, bg the controverfy between Dr. Ni:. , 
ckois. and Mr. Piewc, and more lately between Mr. 
White and the difleenlinx gertlrwan, &c, &c. 

Gad, 
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God, worfhipping him with one heart and tvitl% 
age mouth : nor can we ever be jnfily vindicat- 
ed, by barely conniving at. and permitting the- 
fepayation of fo many of our chriflian brethren, 
upon fcruples fo im/ortant to them, and, as we 
are oftentimes driven to confefs, fo We impor- 

td!Ti to us. 

(c Where unity and peace are difregarded,. 
~1 devotion muit be fo tco, as it were by natural 
l ‘ confequence t :” and difregarded out of all 
doubt they are, whilfi we fuffer it to remain a 
queflion (which has fame undeniable probabi- 
lities againlt us) whenre and by whom the c~%ce 
CO??&. If that may not be clearly determined4 
by the word of God, it will not be very eafy, 
Ed afcertain the grounds upon which Co fevere 
a WO. is denounced a/$ainft the offender. 

So that, my lord, in whatever light we con- 
ader this. f&j&, it is neither feafonable nor 
expedient, nor at all conducive to revive prac- 
tical religion in the hearts of our people, to, 

t I have borrowed there words from the 17th page 
of a fermon preashed at, Halfax in fiykfiirp, July 
I 7 5 I, by John Wq& A. M. fellow of BmJei NUJ 
college in 0+&d and curate of Halifhx: which if 
any man, who has iixpence to fpare, will purchafe,. 
perufe, and lay to heart,.he will lay out his time and 
his money. very well.. 

preach . 
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preach up the importance of exter& in general, 
or of our own in particular. 

The importance OE external rrLgion,is the grand 
engine of the papiits, which they play with the 
greaten effe& upon our common people, who 
are always foonelt taken and infnared by fbrrn 
and flew ; and, To far as we concur with them 
in the principle, we are doing their work, fince 
if externals, as fuch, are impoutnnt, the plain 
1~tura1 coni‘equence is, the KOI-e of Ihm the 
hfter. 

On another hand, our advocates for the- 
church obferve and declare,, u that our contro- 

‘6‘ verfy with the proteitant direenters is not 
’ 8‘ about matters of faith, for they fubfcribe the 
‘6 fame articles of faith that we do ;” confe- 
qucntly the difpute $a.bout externals zudjmns;, 
and to inflru& the people in the impcrtance of 
our own peculiar modes, as difIint?t from; and exe 
cl&e of any other, is to widen this breach, and 
weaken the proteitant inter& this way too; and 
not to revive pra&ical religion, but to foment 
and inflame contention, and every evil work 

I In the nexr place, the excellent author of 
rhe e&y m Jpirit rays, that ‘( a man who fub- 

; . 
‘6 fcribes only for peace fake, and the preferva- 

I 6‘ t&n of the outward forms of fociety, may, for 
(‘ pru- 
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*‘ prudential reafons, honefily fubfcribe an8 
tic fubmit io the ufi of one eflablilhed form, 
‘( though he, in his own private opinion, may 
C‘ think ancther tu be better.” There is, my 
lord, great reafon to believe, that the hotA 
and fhAJ;ng fubfcribers among the clergy of 
the church of ZZ’nghd are, many of them, in 
there circumltances. With what heart and 
coofcience can there men fet about inftrufiing 
the people in the importance of any thing which 
they believe ,m be not. fo edifying as fomething 
elfe in the room of it would be ? 

Upon the whole, that a praOica1‘ fenfe of 

religion is at a very low ebb among all ranks 
of our people, I very readily agree with your 
lordkip ; that this maner ought to be very 
ferioufly confidered by chriitian miniflers of 
all orders and degrees/none will deny ; whe- 
ther the method pointed out’ by your lordlhip 
in this part of your charge, is fo likely to re- 
vive either the credit or the influence of reli- 
gion, as fame other methods defcribed and en- 
joined in St. Puul’s charges to ‘Timothy and 
ZTi:iz+ or whether indeed your lordlhip’s me- 
thod is at all proper for the purpofe in our 
prefcnt Gtuation ,--and laltly, whether our 
externals in religion, and the circumflances, 
qpcndages, and conditions relating to. them, 
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40 not rather .obitruB, than forward true 
chriftian edification, is freely fubmitted to the 
judgment of the ierious, difinterefied, and 
impartial part of the public, and moR humb- 
ly recommended to your lordhip’s fecoud 
bhoughts, by, 

. 
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I 

M the 12th page of this charge your lordfbip 
fpeaks of the law of virtue written upon our 

hearts, as a topic proper to be infifled on by 
the clergy from the pulpit j by which, I fup- 
pore, your lordtbip may mean what is common- 
ly called the law, or the religion ef nature. Now, 
my iord, if there is redly fuch a la@ written in 
every man’s heart, will it not clearly follow, that 
religion may, and indeed mufi be preferved 
among mankind, whether there is any outward 
fxm of it, or not ? 

I fhould think too, that, whatever becomes 
of externnlformr in religion, it greatly concerns 
your lordthip, that this dofirine of a naturallaw 
ihaM be, not only -true in a philofophical 

4 theory, but fhirly exemplified in a pra&ical 
fyfiem, vifible and intelligible to the whole 
world ; your lordfbip having exprefly a&ted 
elfewhere, that “ if in revcfution there be found 
Gr any pnfiges, the feeming meaning of which is 
GC contrary to natural rdgim, we may TAO/? cer- 
“ taidy conclude, that fuch feeming meaning is 
(‘ not the real one +.” But who can pofhbly 
conclude thus, till he has a mo/ tertuin fyfiem 

t Bp. B.&-‘s Analogy, pag. ~60. ’ 
of 
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& natural religion to interpret there fecmirrg 

meanings by ? 

The firA time I took particular notick of this 
p&age, was in a contrkrfial pamphlet upon 
the cafe of fubfcripeiofi to the xxxix articles of 
9ur chur&,.w$ere it waz3 cited, as I remember, * 
to d&credit fkbjt-iptian, even to the Scriptures, 

cx$ained any other wile than by ihs /itb,h-iber’s 
~wnfen/c af them, without admitting any man, or 
any body of men, to judge of the orthodoxy, the 
truth, or the propriety of that fenfe; and I 
thought this authority from your lordfbip very 
dull to the writer’s purpofe. 

But how will this agree with the importance 
of. external religion, the great fupport of which, 
among ur, is fubfcription to human forms and 
compofitions ? Are there externals written in 
our hearts tooI and a part of the code natural? 

However, it is but juffice to your lordhip, 
to obierve, that this incautious do’lrine of the 
analogy is mofi effr&ually confuted by an obfer- 
vntion of your lordkip’s in this very charge, 
pag. 1 t, viz. “ The infinite greatnefs ofCoD’s 
‘& fcheme of government, both in extent and 
“ duration, togerher with the wife connexion 
“ of its parts, and the impofihility of acrLunt.‘ng 
“fir the feveral parts, without feeing the zuLo/e 

“ p.‘/An 
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(6 plan of providence to which they relate ; whicpl 
n is beyond the utmoj /retch of our .unaQr- 
~‘janding,” 

I.am very i&-e your lord+hjp will sot m&e 
t%e leafi difficulty in admitting the feveral dif- 
;penfations and circumfiances of revealed religion 
to be parts of this Jcheme of govtrntnptt, this 
plan of providemce: As, therefore, to lee the 
wiJdom, #q$ri~y, or con&on of xzi! theft parts, 
or to fee the whole pian fproviehce, is beyond 
the utmbit firetch of human undcrfiandiog, to 
which this great interpreter, .natural rtligion, 
pretends only to be commtnfuratt, what fbould 
hinder us from concluding, that many feeming 
meanings in our bibles may be real ones, any 
thing to the contratg i,n mtural religion not- 
withtff auding. 

To fpeak my own fentiments freely, I have 
no better opinion of the rlearnefs, certainty, u~i- 
for&y, univerfali’ty, &c. of this law of vhrrr 

written in the human hdart, than I have of the 
import&e of external religion: There is a cit- 
cumflance attending this doRrine which ren- 
ders the truth as .yell as the merits of it 
extremely doubtful, and that is, that in its 
application to pra&ice, it is not only not Leful 
for want of proper explanation, but, lo far as it 
is underitood, exceediogly pernicious to the 

prio- * 
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ytinciples and morals of OUT common ‘people, 
and, to fay the trtrch, to the great as ,well as the 
fmall vulgar. 

The certain confequence of referring man- 
kind to a hw of mture or &fur written up 
deir hurts, is, their havingrecourfe to theirown 
/;$ of things ore all occafions, which being, iq 
a great majority, no better than family fuperIli- 
tion, @arty prejudice, or felf-interefled artifice 
(perhaps a compound of all) will be too apt to 
over-rule the plain, generous, Iclf-denying and 
humble precepts of the gofpel,.afterall that can 

,-.- be faid to difgrace them ; and much more when 
CL. ..I 

&-hey pafs for the d.it?ate, of n::tw al religion, and 
people are told into the b:lrgain (which, I atn 
afraid, is too often the cafe) that thcfe dilates 
ditfer no othetwik from thof. of’ the gofpel, 
,t.han .as the latter are enforced by more explicit 
prornifes, and pofitive authcrity. 

If therefore natural religion /be it what you 
wil.1 as IO its intrinfic merit) is liable t,o be thus 
mifiakcn, it is high time to have donewith it in 
the pulpit ; very few of our common people nre 
philofophers, or can fee far enough into the na- 
ture of things to analyfe virtue into its-compo- 
nent parts ; and if they are once led into a mif- 
take fo favourabie to, their own conctits and 
prepoffefions, no fubfquent exp!anations wil[ 
fe:veto fet them right : Fur, having fent.them 

VOL. IV. H tb 
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.to their own heads and hearts for a ruIa cf ($2, 
you will be greatly difappointed if you exp& 
they will allow you to manage it forthem. 

Upon this account, my lord, I would have 
religion proved, defended, and taught by the * 
chriitian miniRer from the B I B L E only 6 and -.: 
I would have every fuch minifier plainly and 1 
honeitly tell his people that he has no 0th 
proof of its original, its truth, its obligations, 
its preient benefits, or its future rewards, to lay 
before them, than what is contained in the 
Scriptures; which I would alfo have him to 
exhort them to fearch and ltudy for themfelves 
with the utmoit diligence a?d application ; ahd 
then he may fafely let the reit be at their own 
peril. 

And here I caunot ,bwt -tbke notice, ‘before I 
make an end, of mp fingular misfortune in dif- 
fering from one of your lordihip’s diftinguithed 
.merit, and eminent fiation,in two fo confiderable 
articles, 3S, A law of virtue written upon our 
hearts, and The importance of external religion, 
which, indeed, it is not cummon to find among 
the favourite opinions of one and the fame man. 

.Perhaps it may be as uncommon to find,them 
in difgrare with one and the fame man’: Bat fo 
it happens: I have had a iong, and, as I am 
qerily perfuuaded, a reafonable quarrel to them 

3 
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both, as well on account of the unfriendty con- 
trail between the theories on which they are 
feverally fupported, and t-he genuine grounds of 
the chriflian difpenltion, as for the incredible 
aifchief they have done to pra&ical religion ; 
being adopted as principles by infinite numbers 
uf our people who neither how the mfanrng of 
the OJIC, nor the ufes of the other, &d to whom 
they have been, in different ways, inflruments 
to mislead them from the wholfome and living 
waters of the gofpel, to the broken and muddy 
tillerus of bumsnfu~ciency and bwnan autharity. 
To the fire we awe rhe fiouri[hing 4tate of in- 

’ Jidclity and its legitimate progeny, a proflig& 
corruption of maaxners, among all ranks and d& 
grees of our people; to the latter we are behol- 
.den for the ptogrefs and adyancement of pop- 
,(the bafefi and @ofi Ihnmelefs of all iuperltitions) 
to the manifeft hazard of our civil and religious 
liberty, which will be no looger fafe than our 
gracious and righteous Covereign, and his pro- 
tenant defcendants, are fecure from the incefXmt 
-and diabolical machinations of Ron+? emi&- 
ries ; from which may GOD’S good providence 
continue to protee them 5 in which prayer, 
notwithfianding my opinion of the tenhcy of 
your lordlhip’s do&line, I am perfe&ly aifured, 
your lordlhip will join with, 

^ 
/‘IQ Lord, (once more) 

Your Lord&ifs, &c, 
H2 
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THE 

COMPLAINT 
OF THE 

CHILDREN df ISl&dEL,. 
REPRESENTIN 

Their GRIEVANCES under the 
PENAL LAWS; 

And praying, 

That if the TESTS are repealed, the JEWS may 
have the benefit of this indulgence iq common 
with all the other fubjelts of Etzgland. 

IN I 
A LETTER to ‘a Revered High Prietl 

of the Church by Law eJab!ifiod, 

Fromthe EIGHTH EDITION. 

By SOLOMON ABRABANEL, 
of the Houfe OF D AVID. 

-Fir ft. Printed in tk Year- I 736. 
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* Mr. Adi, author of this ingeniuue tra& and 
of the Ankad~wrr/ionr on a certain PrcL&s Rrmark~, 
8x. inferted in the 3d vol. of this work, was a mamfo 
fmgular and extraordinary that a abort account of him 
will be Feptable to the reader. 

He was cl& to an attorney, when being recom- 
mended to Sir’Roberr K’alpolr as a man of moff ready 
wit and invention in writing, he task him into his 
fervice, and employed him for a caurfis of years in 
writing tdr Frr6 Br!tos, and other papers in defenca 
ef his adminiiti’ntion, for khich he Iffigncd him e 
thoufand peunds yearly out of the treafury : and be- 
&des thofe public papers, he wrote feveral occafionak 
tra&s in defence of his Patron, who laid the treafir 
open to his demands. But when Sir i?e&r~ refigne , % 
all his fupplies being flopped, and kaving fpent his 
money as faA as he received it, and being in debt zs 
thoufand pounds, he died ef a broken heart in the 
26th year of his age. 

His invention was fo quick, that Sir Robert ubd to 
Igy, no’man io En&~dcould write a pamphlet in fo 
little time as A-41. His expences were beundlefs, 
having at one time ready furnifhed lodgings in three 
different Parts of the dty, and keeping a coach and 
fix. 

He was author of the Lcttcr,to Dr.. C2e.w 08 &J 
mode,/? ir;jlruti%n to the crmmr, j, the cafe of Dr. 
Runiie, appointed bifhop of Londm&wg : he alfi 
wrote Oppa/irion no pr6of of Pa:ri&,k; clodius aad 
Cicero ; and many other political traffs, ali very in- 
genious and, plaufible apologies for the adminifiration 
of that time. It is faid, that he affe&ed to be a 
gentleman, but brhzved in all ~~ntpanies ;u an all& - ’ 
?q’r cb 4. 
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T H. E 

COM‘PLAINT 
OF THE 

,CHIL.DRENof ISRAEL, 
.c.. t&, * 

Reverend SIR, + 

A 
LTHOUGH I am a JEW, a circumc$d’ 

Jew, it *will be allowed me to rddrefs- 
myfelf to a rhr$iar high p&J; nor 

will the rabbinr of our religion condemn me for 
this application, fince I come to you in behalf 
of a nnmerous innocent people, groaning under 
opprefXon, obliged to contribute tb every pub- 
lit charge, yet excluded from every public em< 
ployment ; and this, on M) o&er account than, e 
that of religion, though you kaoy and; I doubt, 
not, are ready to avow, that the CA-IRZSTIAN: 

religion was nt5W intcarkd, nor> ought, $0 Iwv~- 
.I 

-f Dr. Gi&n, biihp of Londou. 

H34 
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. 
the RIGHTS OF MANKIND in a wo~/or&,rim 

than it found them. 

The truth is, that we, the ‘Jewr of this king- 
dom, who have always been peaceable well- 

meaning men, fubmitted with patience to this 
hndhip, becade we never yet fdui our rhr$cn 
countrymen agreed in opinion, whether chrzf- 
lia*i~ in general are qualified by chrij?iadty itfelf 
for public employments; and WC were led to 
ljelieve, that if the $A cf Cbrzy admitted of b 
much diRinLtion, if chr$%as might be fepxated 
from ctr$‘ians, and only thofe of a favourite 
complexion entitled to offices, the Y~;wJ in this 
cafe could not hope for much indulgence frona 
a people who have fo littltfir one amthtr. 

Rut fince tbisj’umMng block of afetxc is likely 
to be taken away, hce it is propofed that no 

qn's RELIGIOUS OPINIONS fhakl be any 
longer his cidd qualification or difqualification, 
we hope, that proteyant d&ters will not be the 
mly ~ndn received within this righteous compre- 
hemion, but that JLY, Sir, whbfe equity we 
reverence, though we differ from your faith, 
will be our patron on the principle of univerfai 

rburify ; that as the great upoj’le of yot?r reve- 
lation gloried to be Oiled the npojia of tbr Gen- 
tiler, you wi:l think it no difflonour to be the 
BISHOP OF THE JEWS, and that as your $a- 

Vijld- 
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‘dour himfelf raid of one in his times, we may 
fay of you with equal truth, Behold tin If- 
‘raelite in wham tbm is no guile. For, 

We have an unqueflionable right to your 
proteflioa, if you are unqueitionable in your 
JinreGty ; (as who dare even fufpe& it ?) we are 
told by fome cbri~r who fometimes attend at 
church, that in your p&i where you never 
deceive, and in your prayers where you never 
diffemble, you bkfeech God for JEWS, Tkrkr, 
and fn/Yd Is, giving us the preference of thofe ’ 
who believe the ;frabian prophet, as you prefer 
hf~bomttans before thde who be&e noneat all. 
Now, it would be- unreafonable to throw us 
wholly on ,the tale of heavce, without ihewing 
fame regard to us on your own part : It would 
be impoiing a but-then on the providence of 
God, and expet!?in~ him to wcrk miticles, whilR 
you negle& the natural means of doing us gqod. 
If therefore you refufe our reajhabie rcquefls, 
and favour us with unpr~jirabie prayers, you a& 
the part of courhers, who profefs a world of 
refp& for th; ir friends, whilfi they avoid every 
opportuniry. of ferving them, and get rid of 
them at lafi by recommending them to -princes 
or great per/snr, who hJve either no leifure to 
mind them, or no obligation to prefer them. 

We hope for greater candour from you, Sir, 
and are therefore thus free to trouble you with 

Hs our 
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our mo4I reaI%nable apprebeofin, that thou@ 
ftonl the rigid iufiitutions of- ow religion we 
every one of US WUit fuff& certain r?utiktians of 
thne~9~p, yet we oughf not kom any confidera- 
tiop, either human. OF divine, to’ fuffer fuch a 
tivil cirrumct$on as to be cuc out of alI, employ- 
ments, even in oui native country, under a go- 
vernment whore authority we have-obeyed, a# 
whore efiabli4hment we have litgponed. wit& 
fuch irreproachable fidelity, and fuch,S&+t~ 
nefied‘ ZCPI; that d&m M~C~QMVW$$ Ftritis 
(not forgerting hij HOIUW * in- particular) who: 
on certain oGcaGons have been-favoured’with. 
phe trults and’ loaded withthe boonties of this- 
xoyal family, would he ff%ttered beyond what* , 
aheir mQdeffy can bear, weti: it: faid ia rh-he;r 
praife, that they. have not bshuood to tbe govetw 
inen: WORSE ZHhl VERY JEW+, 

In fall, our prefent uCsge is more grievous 
&an what we endpred, even ia the land of 
Egltpr. Fe were To far from baiag under in- 
capacities there, that &SEPH, a: citzumctjkl-’ 

~epw, was king Pharaoh’s PRIME MINISTER., 

under w&ok gentle admiuifkration we ffouiilheck 
exceedingly ;, which is more than we. have fince 
done by the favour #f min$‘crs, though many-, 

-have been informer times, who wanted on/y ck+ 

~m+l to make them P.ERFPCT Jqws. 
* Ml-, P&p 

Thii 
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Thit~exclufion fromthe trt& of tha; fbciety 
which we belong to, is the more intolerable .’ 
grievuncc, becaufe, fhouId you look into all the . 
o$icer of bu/i$, whether &iIor ecclejajical, we 
may fafely appeal to your:candid opinion, whe; 
ther you know many perfons employed therein : 
who brhave thehfeheeL B H T T E R T H A N JE w s. 

We are not to be anfwered, as the d@nterr . 
have been, that repealittg the teJs would be,oE- 
fmall advantage to us ; for, God, and youp- 
wh.&order know, we ever had more fcrupulous . 
confcieoces, than to bi: occafwnal ;onf&-n@. 
And though bread and wine are extremely pr& . 
per to be ear and drank with, the pa/ral {am&,., 
yet,we itri&ly adhere to our’own pafiz’er, and,! 
qever in our lives made free with your/jcrament. 

Nor are we to be atfwered; as.thepag$Q veri 
jaltly are, that we favour the.prefendzr ; or, thai 
we feek to eitablilh a fare~gn&&%n within 
hir majeity’s realms : for yz~, Sir5 can bear us 
witnefs, that we feek for no king but our long 
expc&i?diWegiah; and that we folicit no king-. . 
dom within lefs difiance than the,buly city, where 
‘we might fafely be trufted, could we refcue it * 
out of the hands of the infidels. So that as the 
Pope and TurR would undoubtedly be the chief 
enemies to our empire, we hnv~all.~theeeri~ r 

H 6 - of,- 



of proteJants in oppofition both. to Popcry and 
KahomL tani/nl. And perhaps it may be faid 
with the flri&eft truth, we have not contribut- 
ed, like to0 many ProtfJlan!s, to make our 
countrymen grofir B~GWS than Pnp~s, and 
greater SLAVES than firBj. Rut this is fo tend&r 

a point, that we may not, without incivility, 
caldrge upon it in an addrefs to you. 

However, without giving offence to goadpro- 
yr/lants by unfeemly refIec-?ions, we infiR that 
the J&s are in al’! refpe& of equal merit with 
the F~c~ch HUGONOTS, who ihew themfelves 
confcious of our fuperiority, by their.continuaI 
attempts to outvy us in the froztz’+ of iheir 
p:r$n.r, and the j.X/oun$ of tbrir co ghxionr, in 
Qagnifying the doIi%s they have fuffered rhrcgb 
perjcrrtiorz abroad, and hoarding up the gains 
they have acquired by ufiq at low : nay, we 
are ready to acknowIedge, that, as far as dirt, 
#war&, and extori.bn can make them JEW?, 
they might beconvi&ed upon any flatute againfi 
Juduljl;w ; and even cirrr+j?on is not wanting 
to molt of them, though we will pot fay AS 
PROSELYTES. Bui then you wirl do US the 
jultice to own, that we were led by wife men 
and great captains, by MofG and Aaron, and 
J(fi ~7, with other extraordinary perfonages, 
which will at any time fet the chikz’ren of Ifratf 
above a rdbble of ridiculous enthufiafis, who 
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were led by fuch fnivdiq virm:‘n as ?%$wt 
Lacy, and the printer * c& the OU IJ%.& or the 
&nt$?ent Pro:e/ant. 

Not that the Jews oppofe any indulgence 
which the legiflat.ure may be difpofed to grant 
to the feveral JL&~rier in religion : but we hope 
whatever toleration is granted, that we IhaLl 
have our Jbre tf it ; that it will not be partial 
and unjufi ; or limited to a few, who comphia 
‘of every-church which will not receive them 
within the pak of its immunities; and who, 
when they are taken in, hut thq door, udon al1 
&ho difkfrom them. Such confine all charity 
-to thofe who diKent from the tbh-tj4ne arti<-ler, 
as if people were not as much to be pitied, that 
cannot believe the rtwd itfiy; and, as if more 
indulgence were d~ow*abie to yin men over to 
the chrcb, tkap to bring them over to the 
&ol;“d. 

If the rights o$Eature arc alledgcd in maintet 
uance of this claim to public offices, wherein 
have the d&-nter-2 a better title to.employments 
.&an, the J&r? Are we oot MEN, becaufe we 
are tirtumci/id? Are we not’ under the protec- 
tjon of the,iaw of nature, becaufe we are under 

* One W-W-, a Frenrb prqphct, who &t 
up fuch a weekly journn!, to have the te/llr repealed ’ 
for the benefit of his propbt&.g bre:hren. 
I the 

4 



T& 2% PilIarS &%IESTCRXM 

the difpenfation of’ the law of Mo/cs ? If it is 
ofjufbce due to them -Can it with j&ice 
.be denied to us’? And if an a& of parliament, 
ic to pais, which fhall give this capacity of exe- 
cuting public offices to all who live in obedience 
to public authority- Can fuch an a& be 
oonhltent with itfelf, without compsehendings 
the Jews? 

If the natural right of tie* Jpec~ to fucb art. 
indulgence might need fupport from other cot@ 

fiderations, I could write a‘volume, in&ad &- 
apamphlet, to t’hew the hai @z’; o which we la- 
bour under. You have laid hold of the PRO-- 
MISE which was made to ourfa&r Arabam, 
and have taken the K.nglism of braocn as your 
inheritance, in right of the cbildrrn of: Ifrael; 

whilfi you have excluded the whole iwelvc tribes 

from every privilege of the fociety in which any. 
of them live. You have converted our MOIETY. 
of the Bible to your own ufe, and. have utter@ 
prohibited us from making any advaerage of% 
the New Te/fament, which might fatisfy us for, 
our lofs Of the Old. You have violently fe&L 
upon MOPES and AARON, aad the TEN COM- 
MANDMENTS, which were our natural pro- 
perty,.and have placed them over your commHuI 
nion tables, yet make this pretence of tbr$?ian, 
communion a reafon for excluding us from all 
duantages as members of the commonwealth t 

Is& 
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$5 that our law and ourpr@etJ can-afFord us n& 
prot&ion, though you have exalted them to- 
ypur fi$ places of worship, You have robbe& 
us of our pricJhood, of our Urine and Thmmimr 
and, what j?e$hand blood’is fcarcely able to bear, 
you have taken from us our TY,THE~; yet yo” 
have given u3 nothing in exchange hklt. reprebaa 
tion and damnation, if after we have 1ofI our 
goods and gear, Saton oae be fuch a. driveling< 
5001 as to take usi 

For God’s fake therefore, ltiok upon us J~s 
as a people whom pau have injured,~ sad’ tctz 

whom you are indebted.. tie are no; in rhp 
safe of df@ntcrs, who are faid to have injured- 
you: We never turned you out of ycur rburcber;. 
we never fet uprhaptzr lands to fale; nor pulled 
down your h&a&y ; but, OR the contrary, it is: . 
tv us that you OU& your rm?rM and your reve- 
EMS, your privileges and pre-eminences. If any, 
one aiksj whence YOU derive your prie/lhood ? ’ 
You know in your confaiences that &i/l’ him-, 
felf was a layman ; you fetch your pedigree from 
the hot& of Aartq and make more profit to your 
order@’ thejve boa65, of Ma&s, than ofi ali th& 
four ttwagel$s. 

As-you are beholden: to us fbr the moA valu.. - 
able 06 your emohmts, you owe the mofl ufefu& 
of your p&Gki to OUT initirucioas. You have 

learned 
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learned from us, that the*ri&orn art c’;f;/Z~df 
10 Ihe whole earth ; you have learned from us to 
hew JOW enemies to pieces before the Lord; you 
hdve learned from US toJay man and woman, in- 

fant andjiicklins, to make all. your enemies God’s 
cnemk, and to JeJroy them wiib fire and/word, 

from pute zeal for his fervice. 

I beg you, by the mutual ci,vility which fub- 
fills between us, not to imagine that I lay this 
debt to the charge of the orthodox only : I 
ought to acknotiledge, ‘that the d$%ers have 
their due share of all there gifts and graces ; 
and I make the fame ufe of the fa&in rearon- 
ing with either lide, that fince you have pur- 
J&n’d your molt profitable praL3iral doBrines 
from the chiidrm of Gael, you are ungrateful 
beyond example, in debarring the yews from 
&e enjoyment of their natural rights. 

This injufiice is the more unprecedented, be- 
caufe all otherfit?~ in religion have perfecukd 
only thofe who either worlhipped &erg&, or 
mlide innovations in the ancient and ~&$k&%ed 

$,rm of wo&p. In the firfi c&z it ha& been 
ufual to abufe their DIVINITY himfelf, before 
it harh been held decent to p&3 people for 
adoring him. In the latter ,cafe, /ihi/inatitbr 
have had the odium upon them of breahzg i* 
*an ihe property of an eftablilhed religion, and 

cf 
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bf invading priv’hges which the national feA had 
been long poKeKed of. But we, the JEZLV, are 
not within the defcription of either of there 
cafes. k'ou OWR OUR 60~ to be a true one, 
and you know that we were in pofMion of him 
IWO thsufi?~d years before the name of your 
opinion was mentioned In the world. In this 
cafe, we are neither in/id& idclatrxt norJ&$- 
tna:ickr ; we neither difown the true Gad, nor 

adore a f&ye one; nor have w.e been guilty of 
innovations, but are punifhed for adhering to 
our olJforms, and for not receiving new. 

We might neverthelefs abfolve you, in a great 
meafure, of this crying injufiice, could we find 
that your religion had impofed it upon you ; 
whereas we are fully fatisfied, that pou hate im- 

pofid it upon your religion, and have taken 
meafures againfi the. Jnuj which are not to be 
juftified by the gofpel of Jfis, If the meri-’ 
torious charafler of a Saviour might be plead- 
ed with t&ore who believe, or pretend that-h 
died to save tbrm ; is it not manifeft, &at HE 
who redeemrd you was a Jew ; that HE whom 
you preach as a light to all nations was a Jew ; 
that HE whore caufe hath cloathed you in pur- 
ple, hath advanced you to honour, and load&I 
youwith tiches,even CHRIST HIMSELF, WAP 

A JEW ? And can you forget, that your reIigion 

had 
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had wanted the evidence of a principal miracle I 
to confirm it, had it not been from hir fpecial 
regard and tender Se&ion to tl~ Jews ? For 
ke roi/id up He dead, & we are iold in your N,FZU i 

Tifament j 
i 

and; reftored a c;hiIdlefs father to i 
his daughter, only becaufe it was told him, that 
the CENTURION loved our notion, and bad buik 

t us afynagague. 

If then the fotrndrr of cb+?hni~ bonoure& 
an idolater, an ua~~~erte&hdw,. who loved 
us, and built us a ijnagcgue;. how much greater 
indulgence would he have expelled in our be- 
half from c&/Sam obliging thetnfelves to obey 
his precepts, and imitate his example 2. Would 
hqtred, reproat&, (DO eternal war upon hi* 
people the Jews-; would turning them out of 
their ~~~gogucs, or laying them under pmrrlfaws 
&X rcforting to tliem, have been more accept- 
able to Jesus the JPW, or more endearing td- 
Mm in the conducit of cht@anr, than the con- 
trary uhge uras 51 the inftance of the hofpitablt 
pagan cmturion ? 

How oppofite fuch proceedings are to the 
~bolc tenor of hisgo/pcl, the writers of his life, 
the aLIs of his apoJVe.es, and above all, the epr$‘ftr 
crf your great apoflle PAUL, may abundantly 
lhew. It was your Sawiour himfeIf who Paid, 
Salvation is of the Jdws : And are we to have no 

rc- 
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%-tributAm but obloquy, hardfhips, and praul 
&ZWS ? ‘WE, whom the pMmifi and all the pro- 
phets have boafied to 1pe the domianion, the pe- 
tuliar, the inbcritanreofGod ; towhom, as PAUL 
hi&elf hath teftified, $Pt-faketh the adoptioni 
and the glosy, asd the covenants, and the giving 
of the law, and tAe fervice of G&l, aad the pro- 
mires : Who/e are the f;lthers, and of uhom, as 
c+ncerm’ng the~%fi, Cn R 35T came, who is over a#. 

It is faid of Jtjis, in the gorpel according tQ 
A&&w, that he gave it in his charge to his. 
twelve apoflles, Gu not into th.+ wry ofrbc Gew 
tiles, but go rather to the lofl lheep ff tbc lwffe- 
cf Ifiuel, In another place he adwers to the 
wotman of Canaan ; I am not/&t but UA~O the lofi 
ibeep of the boufi o$//ael. And when fhe came 
and worfhipped him, crying, Lord, be+ mr, ha 
faid, It is not meet to t&e tbt children’s bread an$ 
cc/t it b-ore dogs. PETER, $he prince of his , 
apoflles, {peaking to out- nation, fays, Tc mm oj? 
ILael, YE are the children pftbz prophets and of 
the covenant which God made with our fatbcrr, 
Jaying rrtlto Abraham, In tby fed /7JalI rJI trbr Rind- 
reds of iha rartb be blegid. PA OL proclaims hia * 
mifioo to be to the JEW FIRST, and are to tk 
Gentile. To honoar the Jews, he declares tc* 
the -ROMANS, Z a$4 am an Ifraelite of the/eed af _ 
Abrab, of the tribe of Benjamin. To vie with 

oh% 
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timi, he bo& to the CORINTHIANS, A& 

thy, Hebrews ? fo am I: Arc they the j*ecd of 
Abraham ? /; am I. Am&in the epiitle to the 
Hebrcwr, he tel!s them of the COVENANT 

which C;od almighty had made with the hoofe 
of Ifracl, that HE would bc to them a &cd, and 
THEY /bould be.to him a people. 

Having aJJ there teflimoniee in gour owtl W- 
Prlalion to entitle us to full proteAion and in- 
duJger?ce from you, whence is it that we buffer 
iuch multiplied oppreffons ; and, inftead OF 
God’s fcople, are treated PS the ot+al/j tf all 
the earth ? Do yap pretend that the prit$?s in 
the days of our fathers deflroyed C/n+‘, an& 
perfecuted the jtj? cbr@anr 7 In truth, thep 
behaved themfelves as PRIESTS generally be- 
have, wickedly, ambitio+‘y, crtd'y and impiou/ly,, 
But, are the whole people to bear the fins and 
impieties of rheir prieJ$ on their heads, through 
all gencratiors ? Seeing that it was pric&aft, 
which either deltroyed the irmocent, or reduced 
the vulgar, and that the common people had no 
hands in the iniquity, but through the inftiga- 
tion of their villainous guides, who charged it 
on their coafcienceo, and exa&ed it of them in 
the name of the moit hi&3 God, tha; they lbonld 
Commit barbarities Ihocking to buman tlaiurr. 
if, therefore, any zealous chrijhn is offeuded at 

tlbe 
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the inhumanities of the ~e~~fi p~ie,&ad, and 
&lfiag to revenge them on 2~s Jews, let him 
make it his own -cafe ; let him think how hard 
and unjuR it would be, to punish him or his fa- 
mily for the ,wickednefs of any cht?Jian p&J, 
either living or dead, efpecially of fuch as aQed 
their injufiice two tbBu/and years before he ‘was 
b0rtt. Did C&,&t burn &rv&? Might not 
then all the followers of &wetur’s opinions as 
juflly burn all Cal’vXs difciples, as LJ!JI Z]&T~S p”- 
nZh :~ez~, becaule the Jewi/ priefts crucified 
Ch, iJ’ ? Say then, are we more,accountable for 
what was done in our church before we came 
into the world, than other -churches will o& 
themielvrs to be ? And are we not entitled & 
the iodulgence and toleration of cbr~jl.Zns, by a]1 
thofe principles ,Of equity and Charity which 
they can o&r to fhew, that ourfu:‘hers ought to 
have granted thb indulgence and toleration w 

_ rbks ? 

It is brought as a reproach upon our w!& 
nation, that fome of owr afx&ors put Cl,rQ‘? to 
death. It is aggravated. by the circumfiance 
that,he.was the d4-$ah offuhation ; but if our ~ 
ancetlvrs k&w him not to be f%ch, they had not 
the guilt on their confciences of putting/o divine 
0 perfin to death. It is not pretended that r&y 
Rnew any fuch circumitance, but rather, that 

thiir 
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their hearts were hardened, and that their eyes 

’ were blinded, with other matters, which rahr 

entitle them to pz7y than reproach. If then this 
a& of cruelty and tyranny be viewed in its full 
horror, it tiac no other than an a& of inju$ce to 
an innoceot or righteous perfin. And if all 
pofierity are involved in guilt and punishment 
by the cafual defiru&on of innocence and vir- 
tue, all nations in the world mufi be accurfed 
M theend of the world. iiuce uo mge or country 
bath &en witbout iaflwees where the great& 
and worthiifi perfons have been Iingled out for 
deflru&ion by the violence of prevailing parties, 
frequently attended with popular acclamations. 

You? Sir, who are an high-pti# yburfelf, 
mafkowe that Giupbar was a mro of more de- 
cency and temper than Come of your own order ; 
for he ufed no lefs weighty an argument for the 
deitru&on of J&, th an that ii wae better that 

one man fiould perifi ihan on whole people. 
Which of you, Sir, would have icrupled a.mo- 
ment to concur in a fenteace which was uiged 
by this plea of #e&y 7 0~ which of you would 
not have put an hundred men to dearh, rather 
than that your OWB bier&r&y IhouSa be brought 
iato da&r ? 

You muit hence allow, that the barbarous 
$ of putting Cbr$ to death, and the deceitful 

argu- 
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qIument that made it popular and plaufible, 
was a very ordinary e!Te& of prie,@ impoyure, 
ambition and crueh, which are prone ‘to shed 
blood, and to make havock of mankind, for the 
gratification of revenge, or the advancement of 
tyranny : And this being fo common a ble$h 

. on the profeRbrs and leaders of all religions, 
OWN, I hope, are no more to be branded with 
reproach, than the refi of our neighbours wlm 

have not lefs deferved it. 

It is indeed very extraordinary, rthat the up& 

+/&s fucce@rs, as you call yourfelves,&juld take 
more liberty ofabufing us Jrwt,:thanthe ap$/irlis 

~ece allowed to do themfeIves. A great part 
of the EPISTLE To.the ROMANS~S.W~~~ expref- 
ly zo reprove the zmgratefuul Gentiles for defpif- 
.ing and reviling ouruation. Your apoflle Pad 
Joads us with <no &KII unreafonable charge, as 
the guilt of blood Which was fhed before we were 
<born, nor 4mputesdt to the -yews even of that 
time who’hatino hand in Shedding it. On the 
.contrar\y he +ieclares, Brethr-en, my heart’s de&e, 
.a& prayrf*to God fur Ifrael, ir, that tbcy may br’ 
&d. For, I brar tbem record that they hawe a 
;zeal ofKhd, though not according to know&dge. 
And in the.next chapter be affirms prophetical- 
Jy, AII lfrael SHALL be/uved. 

Even to thofe who urged their dw7ej’as au 
argument of their reprobation, he faith, Harh 

God 
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God caft auxy his people? rQ;od forbid; for, I 
C+ am ~72 Nraelite- ,Hme they ~iturnbkl 
thrt tbey ~%ould FALL ? :Go.i 10, bid, but ratbrr 
tbrcugh thtir fall j&a/ion is CONIC to the Gentiles 
-I/peak to JOU Gentiles ; in as much as J 

pm an apaIUe of the ,Geniiles, I magnify miae 
o&e-. If &ejirJ ft.uit be bdy, the lump is 

al/;, ho+; and if the root is ho& /a are the branches : 
And Jf/0me of *he branches be brcken of; cmd th 

being a wild olive-tree; wtrt grajed in amPngJ 
them, and with them partakq? of the f&e/s of 
THE OLIVE-TREE, boaj7nr/t againit the branches; 
.bt:t !f tho:c boaJI, thou b,,aYe/i fut the rod, Lut the 
root he-Tf JOu “WjIt fuy then, the branches wet.e 
hpkrn rf tbat I m;gbt be grajiedin. Well ; be- 
tQu/e of unbelief t’.ey were bl oken 05 and thou 
/I’anddf ty faith--BE NOT H~GB MIsD&.D, 
but FEAR. 

I canot omit the para.p%raI% which 8 great 
J+/?ian philofopher, the late Mr. Lot KE, hath 

’ given US, becaufe he bath opened the Me very 
fully ; and the EngliB reader wijl find it more 
intelligible than this pafige can be, itriflly ad- 
hering to the He&w idiom, in which the New 

. Teflamentis written. 

“ If Ahabam, Jfaac, and Jacob, from whom 
‘6 the J&zufi nation had their original?, were 
(‘ holy, the branches alfo that fprang from this 

‘( r03t 
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*’ root are holy. If then fame of the natural 

1 
fi branches were broken off, if fome of the oa- 
6% tutal Jews of the flock of David were broken 
‘6 off and rejeaed, and thou an heathen of the 
‘6 wild Gentite race wert taken in and ingrafted 

&‘ into the church of Cod in their room, and 

i 
“( there parttikefi of the bleifiags promifed to 
‘6 Bbrahm and his feed, be not fo conceited of 
<‘ thyfelf as lofiew any DISRESPECT TO THE 
‘s JEWS. Ii any fuch vanity polfefs thee, re- 
‘6‘ member that the privilege which thou haft 

i (4 in being a chri$‘ian is derived to thee from. 
6% the promife which was made to Abrahnm and 
4‘ his feed, but nothing accrues to Abrubam or ’ 

gc his feed from thee.” 

From there full and irrefragable proofs it api 
pears, that not only the law of nature, but the 
LAW OF CHRIST entitles us to the prote&ion 
of fociety ; and it is a monflrous opprefion of 
PS yews, that we itlffcr any ufage from ~bri/ians 
which is repugnant to ch@aniz) Self. If all 

y the evange’$s and apoJ/es prove the perfecutions 
and penal lawr which we labour under to be 
oppofite to theintentions of JeftiJ Chr;ll: IfaIl 
the difirentJk?s in the ch+%n religion main- 
tain, that perrecution for 9-eiigious opinions is 
contrary to the law of God, and to the order of 

nature : What argument can be offered to ex- . . 
VOL. IV, I empr 



empt us from any indulgence which can beg 
allowed to our brethren of the dz@nting pa- 
iuafions ? 

. And yet it hath happened, as much to OUT 
amazement as to our indignation, fince the de- 
bates concerning the fact amentaI teJ have been 
revived in this kingddm, that, having applied 
o&elves to certain revtrend p@cr~ of +Jm?ing 
rongregafions offering, our friendly, ?l?id+nce to 
them in ~lrc profecuiion 6f their de&t;, atTtiring 
them of the defire which we fincerely profefs to 

. remove there unjuII refiraints on thennluralui~h~~ 
of mankind, and propofing to join with them in 
their petition to the dit:g’J MOJ exceht mjeJl’, 
and to both bou,‘rs of parhamnt; they have ut- 
terly refufed to countenance or to concur with 
US j they have found out difiinRir6-s to prove 
that they have rights by natwe, which WE ha;,e 
I@ by unbelief; that they have a /rivi.‘eCye &y 
grace, which we cannot lay hold of bat by COPI- 

ifig 07~er to iheir faith : And in fllort, have flatly 
told us, that none but chr$t’ians ought to be 
capable of employments in. a chr$nn counfry. 
So littledoes it avail any body of men to be/i& 

in ~0~3, that they are neverthelers to be perle- 
cuted, as though they believedin none at all, un- 

-I& tflep iublcribe to all the relt of the creed. 

WC 
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We told them that we were the cbildrrn cf 
&VP/; that ?~:ISES was at leafi as divinely in- - 
fpired as CALVIN ; that we had as much refpe& 
for theTEN COMMANDMEN? s, asp?-es&e1 ians, 
independents, annbaptjf?lls, or Fretich projhb;fs ;‘thac 
we thought the obfervance of OLII- law would 

make us goodfibje~s, though we were not hap- 
py enough to be fatisfied in our confciences of 
the irutb of the chriitian relilion ; that no fociety 

, had any right to exaCt more of its members than 
we had always yielded; and, that as we ha3 
never been wanting in dutiful iubmiifion to our 
fuperlours, we huped it was no immodeft de- 
mand to be admitted on the fame footing with 
ctherJeL?s of dj~hrrs ; that it is trne, we are 
charged with too violent a pafion Ccr the N;L~~I-’ 
mm of unrigbtmt&fs, but that we find the mol’k 
jhnLf;fied chr <@iam, in reCpe& of eutrkl~ Itlcre, 
as litt!e fcrupuious of taking the pr$t to them- 
klves, as they are of throwing thejlnnn’al upon 
us: That wz GET zuhcit ule can, a!id KEEP 

whzt ?LV GET, not by any principie of religion, 
but of convenience ; and that this principle 
reigns in as full perfefltion among0 thefaints of 
Hurkney, as among the chiidrtn cf I/iael in Bury 

Jit.ert, or Duke’s place. . 

We cannot but admire at iuch uncivil ufage 
from our Lretl/ren the difirrtcrs, tvho have laid 

I2 them- 
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themfelves under fo many obligations to tls 
Jeer, have turned us out of the poflefion of 
all our ancient privileges, and allow us as little 
right in the old Jcrufalem, as we pretend to 
have in the new. In short, they make as free 
with &on, as if they were lords of the manor; and 
appropriate the/brigs of &on to themfelves, as i.f 
they were hymm of their own compojng. They 
have made prize of all the pfalmr of David, as 
if he had not been Ring of JfiaeZ; and all the 
bkefings of the L A w , and all the cur-s in the 
PBOPHETS are converted to their own ufe, as 
if the Ifraelites had no property in them. After 
this, it is marveloufly Orange, that they will 
fhare with US noue of their emduments, and that 
they would debar US of a!1 indulgences which they 
lay claim to themfelves. 

you, Sir, who are an orthodox high pie/, will 
judge between US Jews, and the d$nte)s, whe- 
ther we have not the fame right as the belt of 
them to cmploymentf ? Or, what pretence there 
can be, that againR the conffitution of the 
country in which WC live, we, of all other pea- 
pie, fhould have no fhare in enaCting or exe- 
cuting the laws which we are bound to obey ? 
Why might not the LAND OF CANAAN be as 
profitably reprefented in parliament as the 
KINGDO'M OF SCOTLAND, and with as little 
prejudice to the church of England, from OUR 

SYNA- 
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I 
~IYNAGOGUE, as from THEIR KIRK? Why 
may we not adorn one fide of St. Stephen’s cha- 
pel with ourjaxtn wigs and /allow faces, in as 
becoming a manner as our northern brethren 
appear on the other fide in their black ones? 

With regard to publick employments, are 
there not abundance of them in this happy 
ifland, which are fitter for Jews, than for 
chr~ians, and which have infenfibly transformed 
good chr$ans into real Jews, by the prevalent 
force of example ? What may you think, Sir, 
of us Jtws, in the capacity of excrye oflcers? 
Or, what think you of excife o$jccrs, as different 
in any thing from us Jews; but that the CIR- 

CUMCISED are in all refpefts fitto be excr@?zen, 
and that the EXCISEMEN are mofi of them fit to 

I be circumcijc ? 

I could, Sir, give you many reafons to con- 
vince you, that natural chri/r’ian p:licy fhould in- 
duce you to favour us Jews; that you have 

i many obligations to us as a clergyman, though 
you forget all relation to us as a rhri/ian ; that 
as our religion was the parent of yours, our SY- 
NAGOGUE is the butfre/s of the &-$&an 
CHURCH, an evidence of its extra&on, an au- 
thority to prove its antiquity, a living record to 

. tefiify whence you had your revelation ; and that 
therefore you cannot be too indulgent to a pm= 

*3 pie, 
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Ph whore eftablilhment cnnnot be de-loyed 
without removing the foundation of your twn. 

But ~4af/ingle article which I have ahead8 
mentioned, that ciiviru right of TYTHES, which 
is the Source of all your plenty, might make the 
Ol,i.Tee/2ajNcn.r and the JLwr of favourite confide- 
ration with you; eCpeciAly when you refle&,thaE 
.A LL the/&s in your own religion deny your title 
to tythes ; that the WAKERS holdit/infuul to pay 
.thm, and fuffer all extremities rather than a& 
againfi their confciences in fo tender a concern ; 
that the people of aI1 other perfuafions hold 
them to be of hutnan immtion, and belonging 
to the cognizance of trmpoval power ; and, that 

aloit who allow them to be lawful, do not at 
all believe them to be reaforzable or ez+&nt. 

Your brethren of the clergy, in return for this 
great obligation in the article of tythes, might 
very gratefully and profit.ably appoint US JLWJ 
to be your tythe gatherers ; and this too, with- 
out alarming the people who pay them, fince 
they can fcarcely believe, that the Jew thcm- 
felves would be more rigid collefiors, than tha 
generality of church ofic~rs. 

But inltead of exprefing your gratitude to 
us, by fuch reafonable returns of kindnefs and 
confidence as we might expe&, you mofi unoa- 

turally 
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turally call upon us to ferve par@ oJ%er, which 
you will not Jbfir us to difcharge ; yet punish 
us with jner and penalties, becaufe we do nci 
d&harge,them. ‘Are you not more cruel in 
this refpeA than the to/k-mn/ers cf Efypf, who 
compelled our fore- fathers to make brick z&hut 

Jilruw? For, if they had aAed by policies like 
yours, they would not have fuEered us Iy any 

means to make the bricks which they had com- 
manded, yet would havetuni&rl us for not mak- 
ing what they would not M-&r US to make. 

, 

You. hawe juWied. this utmwc$I ttfage of us, 
by alledging, th.at in the fame manner JOU. ~fe 
$nz anohr; and I owned in the beginning, th’at 
we could not expcEt better of you under this 
rircumftance. But then you have at p&/en!, an 

opportunity to do. us j.ufiice. Zor, fince:we are 
tinder Fhe fme bar&hips and iahpacities. with 
other dz&ters, you ought to declare, that y.ou 
look upon the Jews with the fame tendernefsas 
you look upon other diJ&ters; that when the 
DISPUTE fhall be adju/red about what time is 
proper, you will fhew the fame indulgence to 
the children of Ifrael, as to the di/riples of CqIvin.; 
that either feA itand in the fame predicament 
with you; and that after the example of the , 
apoille PAUL, you will give toleration to the 
JEW firfl, and a//o io fbr Gentile. 
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It might be expeaed, confidering how 
Iong we have fuffered ill ufage, that you might 
think it time to give us better. From a paage 
which I find inferted in your learned c&try- 
man CA~~E~EN'SBRITANNIA, by the prefent 
Lord BISHOP of LO.-JDON [vol. I. p. 535.1 it 

appears, that Q the JEWS Rolarilhed mightily iti 
‘ London a little after the covqueJ ; being encou- 
‘ raged-particularly by WXiam Rufi~. Bu,t 
4 their wealth, fays bis IordJip, in fucceediog 
6 times did them great injury, when they were 
6 m&rably tortured by Ring John to difcover 
‘ and deliver up their hiden treafures. In the 
4 11 th of Edward the jirj, their fynagogues 
6 were all pluck’d down ; and in the 16th year 
6 of that kmg they were all banShed to the 
6 number of fifteen thoufand * ; b,ut their riches 
6 were at1 to be left behind, and they were not 

. 6 allowed to take any money or goods along 
’ with them, fave only for _the neceKary charges 
6 of their tranfportation. 

1 was exceedingly glad of thisimpartial tefli- 
many from a &@an b$%p of fo great credit 

and authority ; becaufe a learned En&/i@ lawyer, 

* Lord Chief JuRice Me, who [peaks af their ex- 
pulfion fl-om the view of records, ‘numbers the Jeu.s 
who went away at fifteen thoufand and threefiore 
a cob. I@, S,at~t. de Judafim 

the 
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the Lord Chief Jr#ico COKE, hath adhered to 
the letter of the law againit us, as the truth of 
our cafe ; he hath aligned our expulfion to no 
other caufe than our ufiry, and relates it to have 
been effe&ed by no other means than putting a 
Jtop to our ujiiry ; whereas the faid lord &op 
imputes it truly and candidly to the oppresoon 
and avarice of the times, rather than to the mis- 
bchaviour of our people. 

The laborious antiquary &OWE, in his Sur- 
vry oflondoa, relates, [B. 3. p. 54.1 ‘ That king 
‘ JOHN, in the I xth year of his reign, com- 
‘ manded all Jews, both men and-women, to be 
6 imprifoned and grievoufly punished, bocaufc 
6 he w&d have all their money. Some of .them, 
‘JCI~J he, gave all they had, and promifed more, 
6 to efcape fo many kinds of torment ; for every 
6 one of them had at the leafi their rjlcspluck’d 

‘ out. Amongit whom there was one, whobe- 
6 ing tormented many ways, would not random 
‘himfilf till the king had caufed (every day) one 
6 ofhisgreat tes:h to be pluck’d out by thefpxe 
( of/even days; and then he gave to t.he king 
l ton tboufand marks of JIwr, to the end they 
6 fhould pull out no more. The Gaid king at 

8 that time fpoiled the Jews of &y--x thou/bnd 
6 marks cf/ilver.’ 

15 The 
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The fame author mentions, that in the pre- 
ceding reign of Richal-d tbejrj?, ‘ the JEWS at 
6 i+dorwirb, hry, St. Edmund;, Lincoln, S!anford, 
* and Lynn, were robbed and fpoiled ; and at 
c 2’2irfi to the number of five hundred, beGdee 
’ women ‘and children, entered a tower of the: 
4 caRle, proffering money to be in furety of 
6 their lives, but the cLr(/?/l’ians would not take 
* it; whereupon they cut the, throats of their 
6 own wives and children, and ca8 them over 
* the tvaHs OR tke sbr$ia~ heads, and then en- 
6 tering the king’s lcdging, they burned both 
6 the houfe and themfeives.’ 

’ In the 26th of Htnl;v fi,e third, the Jtws 
‘ were confirained to pay to the king twenty 
6 t&land ml-ks at two telms in the year, OQ 
‘ elfe to remain in perpetual prilon.’ 

‘ In his 35th yenr he exaRed inrfiimablt 
1 fums of all lich men, namely, of AARON a 

6 ‘jeer, barn ar Y&R, fourteen thoufand marks 
6 for R.‘Zmfelf,.and ten thoufand marks for the I 
; queen. And before that time he had taken 
6 of the inme Jew as much as amounted in all to 
6 thirty thoufand mark? of filver, and tivo hund- 
6 red marks of gold for the queen.’ 

6 In the 16th of Edward Ihe&? all the Jeu,s 
4 iu L E&land were (in one day) apprehended by 

‘ precept 
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c precept from the king, but they redeemed 
* themfelves for twelve thoufand pounds of fit- 
s ver : NotwithItanding which, in the 19th d 
6 his reign he banitbed them all, as is afore- 
6 mentioned, giving them only to bear their 
* charge till they were out of the realm. He 
+ made a mighty mu/i of money of their houfes,. 
* which he fold, yet the commons had paid him 
S afifteen& of all their goods to compenfate his 
‘ lofs in banishing them.’ For h-d Chief Juf- 

#ire COKE takes notice, ‘ That ftom the 17th 
*‘of December, in the gcth year of Henry the 
6 third, ‘until Shrove-TueJ&y in the fecond of 
‘ E&u&the&$, (being about the [pace of 

6 / vzn years) the crown had received@ L&d- 
* red rind twenty 16xfar:d powzds, jfteen fi’iliings, 
6 anri,foallr pfnle, de exitftius Judaz,hi ; at which 

* time- the ounce of j!h- was bnt tzucnty fenle, 
g Land now’it :is more than treb!e fo much.’ 

.: 

From this period, anno 1a9r, we’had RD 
re-admifion into England till 1655, being kept 
in bani,kment three hundred and Gxty four 
years. It was then the wifdom of OLIVER 

CROMW BLL that brought us into this country 
again,.by B treaty with &i%mfib &en lfrael, 
wherein the Tew@ nation were refiored to t,be 
rxercife of their trade and worship’ in Engdandc 

Ic, 4% 
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As it is but fourjore years fince our remadmif- 
fion, our fathers, for the mofi part, were aliens 

by birth, and could not claim a natural right to 
the privileges of the community. They could 
only be received asforeigners, with proper en- 
couragement to truit their families and effects 
under the public protehion. But in this courfe 
of time the Jews of GromtvcI~‘s days are dead, 
and we their children are natural-born f&j&s of 
Britain; io that what incapacity or difability 
may remain upon ua, is entirely to be laid to 
the charge of religion, and is an hardhip 
upon us for difinting from the national e/l7abl@- 
mmt. This is our grievance, and this we hope 
will at length have redrefs ; that the war which 
hath been carried on againIt us almoit ever 
Eloce theNorman conqueit, may now be brought 
to a conclufion, and that we may not be op- 
prefid any longer for no, other reafon, than 
that afticr the way which rneu call herefy we wcr- 

.&ip the God of out fathers. 

We ought not to impute any cruel difpofi- 
tion to the good prop/e 4 England, but to the 
prejudices agaiag US, which were fomented by 
the arts of bigotry and prieJcraft, or encouraged 
by the private wiewr of princes : Infomuch that 
it was our misfortune to be banished from Rome 
& ?&iu~, for the fraud of a few of our reli- 

giop, 
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&on, in reducing a RGman lady : We were for 

no better reafon banished out of France in 1253; 
and the catholick king John the /erond forced 
THREE HUNDRED THOUSAND JEWS inone 
day out of the dominions of Spain. 

I have already faid, and I cannot but inGfi 
with humble Cubmillion, that it is time we 
ihould be differently treated by the c&/Can 
world ; and that as you have taken the covenant 
of grace entirely from us, you ought in common 
juftice to leave US in quiet pofiffion of the rights 

In what manner, or to what degree the Icgi- 

Jature ought to indulge us, muR be fubmhted 
to their confideration, and muft be determined 
from a variety of circumfiances : but whatever 
they grant to other d$%nters will by undeniable 
parity of reafon be due to UJ, unlefs it could ap- 

ot di$ntcrs, becaufe we are 
whereas there is not a more common 

cafe in this great city, than to fee the Jew and 
ed together in one and the 

It were needleis-to name a great number & 
perfons in this predicament, when there are two 
of ftich notoriety as the venerable P-r 
W-t-r, Efq; and the worfhipful Sir G-e 
C --It Knight. The former is fo extremely 

feniible 
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&xGble of having ALL the marks fl yudai/rm 
lrpon him, that a woman with a counterfeited 
pregnancy would not be more afr-aid af a writ 
de Yen&e In/>iiimdo : The latter, Cod blefs him, 
is fo Gncerely one of u(, that he is net afhvred to 
tzn it, It,is a well known circumflance related 
of one of thefe gentlemen, that being by the’ 
LENITY of the fYn,olifi conflitution admitted to 
give evidence in courts of juflice, on the faith 
of a cbr$$rn, the ofiicer who adminiitred the 
oath, though a itranger to his perfon, by a 
ri.ght judgment of h-is phifognomy, gave him 
the Old T$ammt to depofe on as a Jew. 

How great analogy there is in general be- 
tween the J:‘J&rr.s and ytws, and how eafilg 
we are to be mifi;~ken for each other, wants no 
other witne,%s than the PASTORS of each per- 
fuafion. How happily do they concur in the 
blach c/d and the/hoi t ,516 ? Eow perfeflly dves 
the dir/y phi.z of a J+cnch ro%zee accord with 
the f;+ble hue of a: t abbi in Ifraei ? How exa&ly 
alike are the fie of thtir rovj~mces, and the 
reach of their t/nde$andings; their zeal for 
works of faith and piety ; and above all, for the 
rfaJY pcmy ? 

This/i ~,i!itrrd,~ of rirturn~nnce;, is the gruuad 
of our juft confidence, that there mill be no 
u’iference of indu!gence. We are perfe&ly rea- 

ionable 



f&de in our defires ; we want no more thatx 
what you allow them ; we think ourielves as 
well qualified to govern rorporali.nr, to fit in 
that gl-ave afimbly th,e CITY common-couxil, 
and to make a jobb of my lord mnycr’s boll/P, as 
the molt religious e/c’er cf &hers ball. We 
concur with them entirely, that it is refpe&ively 
our right by the law of nature, and we humbly 
perklade ourfelves, that no difiin&Goon will be 
made by the laro uf grace. 

We have now Oared our cafe to the imps tini 

w:rlJ. We are willing to be judged, even by 
the reverend bench, whether our complaints are 
not well grounded, arid our defires jufit up 
have nothing further to propofe, than to a,ttend 
our di$nting brethren IN A EIODY, whenever a 
PETITION for fhe rrpea’l cf the t$/ir iS to be pre- 
f&ted : And we accordingly intend, on that duy, 
$0 march in a foletnn PROCESSION through the 
Areets of Loadon, from our hnogogue in Bury 

j’reet, with OUR PRIESTS, and OUR LAW, and 

~,~Ro.N's BELLS, at the head- of us. If this 
n.ouing appearance fllall not have its effeEt, we 
mufi defpair of beiq refiored to our natural 
riyblr. But, as you, Sir, have power to aflifi us 
in our picus de&n, we hope you will imitate 
the pattern fet before YOU by the apoOle PAUL, 
z&o unto the Jews became as a Jew, that he might 
gain the Jews; and if you prote& the children 

Of 
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of Z/raarI in this emergent affair, we ~31 pro- 
mife you, whenever you come amongfi us, the 
j~j CM of ihe pafch al lamb, and the chief/eat is 
thtJwgoguc. 

I am, with all refpe& to your perfon and 
char&r, 

. 

raw ?no/ atvotra, 

Humble firerant, 

Fcom abe place of my fojourn- 
ment in $naA o qs lane,Bwy 
ffreet, the Ict I day of the 
rath month called &ar. 

Solomon Abrabanel. 

, 
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truth 7 Gal. iv. 16. 
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tbat be dotb Godfmicr. Job. xvi. 2. 
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Credikrint grnnr eJe ti6i. Juv. Sat. 16. I. 169. 
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AN 

ENQUIRY 
INTO. THE 

BEHAVlOUlt 
OF OUR 

Great Churchmen 

REEORMATION,e$c. 

L 

EN IT Y aad good ufage have more 
effefiually weakened the ilrength and 
numbers of protej?ant dzyenters, than 

harsh andfcvere meafures : &-the con%rary, the 
pup~Q?s have ever abufed patience and forbear- 
ance, by corrupting great numbers, both in 
their religion and loyalty. What account then 
can be given of one generation of biJhops, being 

firward and zea!ous, in enaEiing and executing 
a11 hard and ogprefive laws againfi dsniers, 

asld 
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and of the prefent race rcfuu/in to appear in 
any manner again0 the pq$~ : Or, is there 
truth in this prevailing opinion ? Let us attend 
to faRs. 

In part of queen ELIZABETH'S reign, many 
of them owed their promotions to fuch- as 
were favourers of popery. In the four follow- 
ing ones, the pop13 intereit generally prevaiied 
at court. When our prinrcs and min$ers have 
been bad, they have confttiatly and eafily had 
their refemblance in their prelates: but the 
conneAion has not been fo fure and true, when 
we have had fuch rulers, as have been tolerably 
gotid. This may eafily be accounted for ; there 
is a full uniformity in iniquity, not f0 in good- 
aefs, Befides, fpecious appearances and decla- 
rations impofe on the be& and the mofi wary 
are often miRaken in iele&ing what is good; 
but evil agents every where abound, and are 
lteady in their ways. 

HerarchicaZ powers and prerogatives have 
given our prelates conneaions with papery. The 
principles of all o&eer d@zters are regarded as 
unfriendly, and oppofite to their high claims. 
Ufage and confIru&ion of laws have beeu in 
favour of pup$‘~ ; efpecially with regard to the 
a# of unzj%-mity, there bath been notorious 

partiality 
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partiality. According to this a& no form of 
giving orders, excepting what iscontained in th.e 
book of common-prayer, is legal and valid ; there- 
fore our bithops are obliged to re-ordain pap@, 
as well as presbyterians. However, the law has 
beeu difpenfed with, in favour of popi@ orders. 
Is not this an high contempt of law in the yul- 
ing clergy ; and mean and low fiibmi&on in the 
laity and lawyers ? 3ut to proceed. 

In ttK 35th of queen ELIZABETH, a law 
was euaAed of the utmoft harlhnefs and 
feverity, purely, and merely foe&urating from 
the fervice of the church. On refufmg to fign 
an acknowledgment of their forrow forjporu- 
Zion, and to promife conformity for the future; 
they were obliged within three months to ab- 
iure the realm, and buffered as felons, if they 
ventured to return : but there was a claufe to 
except pop@ recufants. Receiving and retaining 
into any family, a f&ant or vifitor for more 
than one month, who did not go to church, in- 
curred a forfeiture of I 2 1. By another a& im- 
mediately following, papz$s had the muchgen- 
tler’ufage of being only confined- not to travel 
above five miles -from their ufual places of 
abode without licence. Such were the proceed- 
ings, when the caufe of the church was princi- 
pal, and the archbhhops and bikops dire&ted 

the 
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the queen’s refentments. To them the above 
laws are folely to be afcribed. From unan- 
fwerable reafonings in the houfe \of commons it 
is notorious, how great the averfion there was 
to this bill. But they durfi not venture on a 
refirfal, having fo often felt the fevereand fpeedy 
&eOs of the Covereign’s difpleaftrre; who, 
when this was incurred, mewed no regard to 
their pet-ions, properties, nor privileges. The 
high offences and provocations, which pro- 
dated fuch terrible eB%%, wok from rhe~beha- 
viour of fame puritans and /kparatz$r, who were 
notm-a.‘ly mad, and of others, who were made fo 
by oppr$on. 

Rude and indecent bchaviour and language to 
fl!pcriours, ever fince the rrvolutian, has been a 
prev,liling faLElion with thofe, who have aKumed 
to rhcmfeives the diflinRivn of being the o?zijt 
If-de thurcihncn. This manner grew in the late - 
reign ; has been greatly improved in the pre- 
fent ; and is now advauced to a height far be- 
yond what was then praAikd by there people. 
In our time, government has been reviled and 
defpikd, becaafe mild and merciful. How 
great then would be the clamour; how infuf- 
ferable the outrage, did the& men endure a 
tenth part of what had been infIXted on the 
purilnns, previous to this opprefiive law. Their 
loyalty and aff&ion to the queen, were real 

4 and 
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and undoubred. In the a& there are no colours 
nor fuggefiions to the contrary. The punitb- 
ments which were the confequence of this a&, 
and all the hardships with which they w,ere at: 
tended, do not appear to have given the queen 
much concern, though by this means deprived 
of many ufeful fkbjeAs. All the imaetatmns 
to their prejudice conGOed in rude com,plainta 
of hardtbips and fufferings, and in difowning 
the ‘queen’s /i~ve9nory in matrers pure4 .ec&&2- 
&al. This they thought inconfiftent with 
CHRIST’S being bead over all thiqy to his chd. 
B~t’if.this was a .falk and entht&&ic con&;, 
with regard to the flate, it WZIS harmkfs, mm- 
pared with the opinion of the Pope’s J$~CPIX~ 
and it~,fall~bii.‘t,~. And was the danger of their 
b,‘dtsr words in any degree equal to the treo)n- 
able and mi/i~&~us pratiices’of the fa/$?s, who 
mere rettiefs in their endcavnurs’agairnfi the go- 
vernment, artended with the utmoR bigotry to 
the.Spnnii?r,z’, the queen’s mofi malignant ene- 
mies, and the moft cruel oppre%rs of the profe- 
&ntj, and,had been guilty of plots, conffira- 
ties, an$ open rebellions. And yet, fuch was 
the po&qs of,thegreaf”rkrhurn,. asi ‘to cmtrivc! 

the keeping,the one at home, and fending the 
ot,her abroad. 

WElen the folemn dying fpeeches of Pelzry and 
others, ~iy1-e reported, the queen is fnid to have 

re- 
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regretted the death ofiuchgood fubje&. The 
arrhbt~opr and b@ops were chiefs in a11 rbff, 
prokutions, and penalties. Sometimes they 
were conviCted, as obftinate and incorrigible, 
and, after the minner of the inqui/iticn, deliver- 
ed to the civil magiarate: but at other times 
purfued to death; for the arrhbi/hop was the 
firit who figned the warrant. foi Penry’s exe- ’ 
cutiou. 

They kern to have reafoa and truth on their 
$Ide, who akribe the qarrcn’s reoouncing of po- 
pery, not to aver/ion, but nec&y : For her le- ; 
+macy and right to the crown, he mufi have 
been wholly indebted to Rome. Many previous 
conditions burthenfome and inconvenient to re- 
gal power, would have been itipulated; and 
in there circumfiances, thefibjetriing herfelf and 
kingdom to Spain,byacceptingfor a h&and, the 
fevere and unrelenting Phil+, would have been 
unavoidable. The title of head of the church, is 
fuppofed to have been the great endearing and 
engaging particular in her proteyant profefion. 
Uuder fuch a ruler, how naturally and readily 
were they promoted and encouraged, who en- 
tered into all the pride and oppreaion &popery P 
The courts ecclefiafiical with great rigour pu- 
niched diJ%ztrrs, but favoured’ and avoided as 
much as pofible the notice of pq+k 

King 
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King JAMES I. feared only the power and 
policy of Rome ; but he liked mauy particu!ars 
in their religion, and had made gieat profef- 
Gons of regard to tbar court. He hated puti- 
tonifm, on the account of the rigour and rude- 
nefs of their kirk. In ow churchmen he found 
a full compliance and countenance, in all his 
preteuiions to nbj&tepower. He readily’placed 
fuch at the head of the church, who were bar/her 
-in their feverities’ than their ptedecefCors. DOC- 
t&al errors, and fame grofs and rude contra- 
di&ions of et$&le~ed oithodoxy, were crimes 
punifhed with /G-e and fagot. In the feveral 
infiances of burning hereticks, which happened 
in this, and the former reign, in feveral parts of 
the kingdom, thechurch begun and denounced 
the crime, and the/tate concluded with execu- 
tion. The dominion and power of mean and 
worthlefs favourites in this reign, who were the 
authors of nothing great or good, either at 
home or abroad, and who procured large grants 
of the royal revenue, naturally diminified the 

reverence and influence of the crown. . 

The temper, principles, and opinions of K. 
Charles the Iit, difpofed him to exercife the 
prerogatiwe in a more ungracious manner than 
any of his predeceffors, In order to promote 

VOL. IV. K his 
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his defiaps, he fupported and encouraged the 
moit fevere and qpprefive meafures of c!ur& 
m-n. They were the chefs in thofe courts, 
where power and prerogative, in oppofition to 
law and equity, prevailed. The vigour of 
ehurch~difcipline, was not applied to encourage 
fobriety and decency, but to inforce diffolute- 
nefs and diforder. Difpenfations and depriva- 
tions were the fure confequences of refufing to 
publish the book of S&rts. Royal and ccd$a- 

J’jcai ordinances, defeated the obligations of 
rrwaled and natural religion. Was not all this 
in compliance with the maww~ of popery, which 
was in every refpeA fnvoured and encouraged ? 
How much this was the cafe at court is evident, 
from the concurrent teflimony of all forts of 
b$orians. Sidirey’s Letters afford feveral im- 
portant additional informations ; ,many other 
letters and informations ,have been deflroyed 
by the bigotry and partiality of the fucceffors in 
other great families ; but if what yet remains in 
private hands becometh public, many more af- 
fe&ing particulars, will be expofed. Sr~upu.Lus 
proteyants, were diflreffed and perfecuted with 
all pofible heat,. while immunities and favours 
were every where beltowed on pap;/ls. The 
language, in which the chrch of Rome had been 
treated, received then a great alteration. IU’O- 
latry and the pope, being antic&J, were the 

com- 
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common imputations of our fiy reformers. 
The deformities, the detefiable ways and quali- 
ties of lhisfaJi- .; e c/rtrrh, are without any referve 
fet forth in our hom:lies. But the reviving and 
repeating theft appellatives ihem became matter 
of great ofbxz; foft and honourab!e colours 
were only in fafhion. The Looks of zealous 
pro+‘an~s were prohibited, while thofe of zea- 
lous pup@ were either licenfed or indulged, 

The fan, who was his immediate fuccellbr, 
did not give the proofs of his adhering to the 
Romi;h religion, for which his brother was di- 
CngtiiIhed ; but we have no reafon to doubt 
of his inclinations. No religious confiderations 
could much affe& the mind of fo profligate and 
carelcfs a creature while in health, but when 
the approaches of death forced him into fobrie- 
ty, then he wholly fubmitted to the rule and 
difcipline of As church. In his reign, laws of 
the hardefi and molt unreafonable kind, with 
regard to the liberty and property of pr~t:/fant 
,&J&:P~J, were enatied and executed with the 
utmofi ItrXtnefs and rigour. Ivhile thr chwch 
was thus avenging itlelf on its entmies, the pa- 
p$?/ls purfue,d their meafures without much dif- 
turbdnce in a private and public way. Fa;r 
from being diiturbed, the principal pofls in [he 
government were pofiffed by fuch a: wire wvcll 

K2 known 
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known or juitly MpeCted. The principal were 
the duke of Erk, lord trdurer CQ%d, hlhg- 
108, and others ; yet, no infiances occur of the 
.rulers of the church exprefing, in thofe days, any 
.concern for the power and growth of popery ; . 
but they earneitty contended for the inforcing of 
inflaming and eninaring oaths : This was done 
by Ward, Morley, and others, in feveral fefiions 
of parliament, and they treated non-tompliers with 
all, imaginabie paj’oral feverity. The &hops 
and pop;@ parfy readily concurred in thefe cruel 
and opprefhve laws. Revenge and the prof- 
Fe& of fuhj.e&ing every thing to their power, 
was a motive with the one, and the profpe& of 
producing lafting ‘hatred and averlion amoug 
protej?ants, direQed the other. 

Though this was evidently the cafe, it had 
no effe& in abating the progrefs of our church- 
men’s furious zeal. DeJtruRion of d@nters was . 
the favourite point ; therefore, during the in- 
fluence of French or popijh councils, by large 
grants of fupplies they purchafed new laws of 
greater feverity, and vigorous revival of profe- 
cutions ; and towards the conclufion of this 
rcjgn, when arbitrary and PO@ meafures re- 
turned with full power, the hiflops and their 
adherents were eagerly employed in compleatiug 
the ruin of non-conform@. Lamphgh, of Exe- 
trr, in 1684, commanded his ciergy to pub&$ in 

their 
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their churches on Sunday an order of the j&ices 
promifing the reward of. forty fiitlings for the 
apprehending of a d$enting min$‘er *. 

During the dominion of the tories, in the 
reign of his brother, it was highly criminal to 
call the duke of Y&k, a pap@‘; though this was 
notorious, and it became his public profeflon 

immediately after his accefion to the throne. 
But this gave no apparent concern to the leaderr 
of high-church. They begun with gratifying 
.the king in the affair of his revenue ; and, im- 
mediately after this grant, defired him to Sue 
forth his royal proclamation to caufe the pcnnl 
Jaws, to be put in execution againy dignterr 
from the church of England. All the celebra- 
ted names of the party were every where bury in 
caufing the proclamation to have its full effefi, 
Had the king gone on in humouring their info- 
lent and opprefive temper, and been contented 
with the Cure and flower methods of promoting 
his own religion, he would have met with no in- 
terruption and h&e been attended with full 
fuccek But the court fchemes were for liberty 
and tohation ; they required the compliance 
and afiitance of the clergy, attempted to pun;F 
them for their non-compliance, and d@erbed 
them in their rights and properties.-. Then 

l NeaPs HiR. of Puritans, p. 526. vol. 4* 
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their p&~Z;ce fully confuted all their foIemn 
ptofefionons of abfolute and unlimited pajive obe- 
dience and nm+-e@ance. They, who had 
treated, as perverfenefs and unreafonable oblti- 
nacy in others, the phar of ronfcience, and pleas 
*fir liberty, rkhts and privileges, felt for. them- 
{elves what they would not fee before in the 
cafe of their neighbours. How fully thea ware 
their eyes opened ; how itrong were their de- 
clarations of forrow and concern for what was 
pan; and how obliging and many were their 
VOWS ! When our wonderful deliverance was ac- 
compiilhed, the foleraticn a&? could not be Fe- 
fnfcd, after the many folemn promifes in the 
days of peril and terror, Bnt feveral reafon- 
able attempts to end our religious differences 
were difuppointed by thofe, who& pre.eminexe 
and pri.nciples give them an nverfion to all com- 
pliance and moderation. When the convoru~~~n 
met, all abatement in point of ceremony and ri- 
+zI, all propok for the fmalle/ reformation 
and alteration were abfolutely rejeCted. NOJ& 
mur leges Angliez mutare,.was the popular, but a 
very unfair plea. M’$ht not this with equal 
truth have been urged again4t the reformation, 
and for the continuance of the fanguinary laws 
of popery ? For the fame reafon the penal fnws 

of the church, which, with fo much. mifchkf, 
and in IO anti-cbr$/l’!an 8 manner, had been exe- 

* 
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&ted above 20 years, kould; not have be& 
repealed by the Meratlon a&. The contrivers 

and abettors of pcrfi&&zg meafures have con- 
fiantly had rhe diltinEiion of being fb the 
church j and the-friends of civil and religious 
liberty, of being ;tr e~emirr. A!1 opportunities 
/ince the revolutim have been improved to revive 

difrelfcs and perrecution. l‘h8 Gfiopf, who 
have been alive on there occalions, have been 
venerated as true fathers, while they who have 
been influenced by due regard to the obligarions 
of natural and revealed religion, which inforce 
mercy and’chnritg, have been treated with all 
forts of reproacheS. 

In the laft 60 years the immnniti& of con- 
fcience, and the fuil rights of all quiet and good 
fubjetis, have been Rated and explained, in the 
mofi .fati’sfa&ory manner. A general tolel-atlon, 
which in the days of our forefathers was trcatefi 
as impious and abominable, has been Gnce fully 
juftified. They, whore pra&ces, when they 
have had the fulluefs of power, have confiantly 
contradiaed every principle of this kind ; have 
lately aKimed the LharaCter of being the moR 
zealous advocates for an unbounded liberty. 
How great is their truth and modeity ! For, 
have not they, who glory in being the cnI~ PUP 
j&-s ofthe church, when they have had full power 
to purfue their own devices, proceeded from 

K4 imafier 
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fmaller to the higheft opprefioas ? Such was 
theJhi/in alt, the lafi legacy of their glorious 
queen ANN. ,4rr~L$p DAWES took the chair 
in order to model and fini!% that iniquitous bill. 

BromZq, the trulty agent for Oxford, at the 
fame time pubiiiE,ed the C~ZWC~)S defign of ex- 
cbdi’ng, iu another fiefions, ALL forts of dz@n- 
ters, from their rights of voting in eleAions for 
members of parliament, and of being magiftrates 

m of corporations. All there great things were 
done for the church in order to have its zealous 
and a&ive anifiance in undoing thej’atr. 

On good af?iurances of being thus rewarded, 
the pulpit and prefs recommended.the giving 
up the fruits of all our vi&tories, of all our . 
blood and treafures. They applauded the 
fcheme for leaving the houfe of Bourbon in pof- 
fefion of wealth and power, terrible and dan- 
gerous. to the liberties of Europe. The deli- 
vering us to the dominion of a popt$ pretender, 
was the notorious purpofe of the principal ma- 
nagers. Far from conceiving any fenfe of dan- 
ger from fuch a profpe&, this was the general 
hope and expefiation of the great4 churchman. 
Peace became chiefly &&-able, as preparing the 
way for the iuccefs of hwediiary right. Doing 
for Ihe church doth not import doing any thing 
6~ the promotion of piety and virsue,,and for 

the. 
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the reflraint of profattenefs and immorality. 
Doing fomething by way of grievance and dif- 
trefs to prctrJant d@nters, is the meaning of 
the word, when ufed by thofe, who call them- 
felves the ONLY good churchmen. 

But has doing for thz church had as ufual ap* 
plication to the affair of popery P This is repre- 
fented as wholly appertaining to the ilate. But. 
is not the gaining profelytes to an idolatrous 
fupergitious religion, and whore doorines in& 
c&ate perfidy andcruelty, a niatter of religious 
concern ? Have not the number of di@err, for 
many years paff, decreafed, both in the rupitnl, 
and throughout the kingdom-? When the fa- 
thers have acquired confiderable fortunes, do 
not the/&s think it below gentlemen to go to 
a meeting ? When people of any condition of 
either fex marry into the eff ablhhment, they ge- 
nerally loon ceafe to be dgenterr. But the cafe 
is quite different with regard to pap@; the 
proteJ?ant is too commonly 100 in alliances of 
this kind. 

Pep2ty for many years has decayed very in- 
confiderably in great families. If it has been, 
deferted by fome, others have returned to that 
communion : Strong and very undeferved f’up- 
ports have been procured to this wicked cau,h, 
by its interefls and alliances at home, It has, 

KS alfo 
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allo had the aid and countenance of all the 
mighty powers abroad. Far from diminiKng, 
the number of pup$‘/ts is juflly fuppofed to have 
greatly increafed in this century. They are 
wife in their nrts and/&meJ of government. It 
is known in fati, that additions are continually 
making to their rr liciour funds. Thefe muR be 
very confider-able by virtue of their faith and 
policy. Nothing can be more properly adapted 
to make imprefiions on perfons of all’ranks and 
charabers. How great is the fecurity promifed 
by inf;?llibilit~! How comfortable and plealing 
are the doRrines of abfofution, of dfpmfhitns and 

indu(gencies ! both to faints and finners ! 

From there and many other confiderations, 
The u’nn~er of the prevelancy Ofpopery is too evi- 
dent ; but this cannot be pretended of any of 
o(r /e,Q’s ; no, not on the impofIib!e fuppoiition 
of their entire union. Nothing is more common 
in the mouths of many zenlous r&r-cl-men, than 
declaring they would much. rather be p~p$?‘s 
than jv-eshyterians. But he mult be a blind and 
perverfe zealot indeed, who can pretend to dif- 
pure from which quarter we have moIt to fear. 
Can any thing be more clear and convincing 
from jufi experiments at home, and from what 
is prattiCed among papi& and Calvin@s abroad ? 

As they would be good men and good fubjefls, 
it becomes churcbnm equally with /?atp/jmn to 

con- 
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contribute the utmofi to our deliverance from 
this adhering plague and mifchief. Popery, 
wherever it has a full influence, is the au&or of 
conflrjion, and every eail tcork, and difcourageth 
the moIt amiable and valuable virtues in fo- 
c&y. It is an impofible and vain pretence, 
that a real pa&I Should rea:‘ly be a pored fubje&t; 
Tf there is any necefiity for producing proofs 
of this, we have much reafon to complain of a 2 
carelefs and unreflefiing race, of,proteJan?s., 

The papers of Sbefdon, fuperidur of the J& 
fitits, feized in Ahember I 745, afford many in- 
fiances of the abfolute fubjeRion of the pop@ 
clergy and laity,,and the uncontroulable autho- 
rity. of their diretiors. For the fuperiors of 
other.- orders may jufily be prefumed to be 
equally arbitrary in their infiuence, We have 
in there papers proofs of commands being ohey- 
ed, when gentlemen of the firit rank and their 
chap!ains have been bah avrrfe to a reparation. 
None are allouTed to chufe their o\nrn priefis, 
nor to remain them any longer than is agreeable to 
the pleafore of the iuperior. How,dangerous 
rnufi fuch bigotry and inflsved dilpotition be to 
the government, for there can be no doubt oE 
their ready obedience in ali other inRancts ? 

When there are any of their mifion3ries, 
who by reading, converfation, and probity ol’ 

K 6 .m$n?., 
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mind, are difpofed to become converts~ to ouzr: 
church, how unhappy and difmal are their cir- 
cumitaaces ; they are fure of feeling all polfible 
effe&.of the malice and revenge of the party 
they defert, and have the difcouraging profp& 
of nrgfea, coIdnee/j, and ji.i#ici~n with which w E 
have thought fit to treat fuch converts. With. 
a very few exceptions this has generally been- 
the cafe, ever Gnce the revolution. Some of 
our gentlemeo, to their great difhonour, have 
countemnced mean and profligate charaoers, 
and worthy perfons have been impofed upon, 
which are fufficieut motives for the utmofi care 
and caution : but do not’juitify the prudence 
and piety of a fo:crl ntgleA, and an ubJ@e di cou- 
rugemmt. / 

Nothing iruen&?ent with hwnaGty and cbri). 
tianity is required from the Zeaders cf aur church : 
Their predecegors, in the cafe of proteJl’unt d;/- 

brltrrs, have been proved to ‘be concerned in 
pu$&g them to death, in figning warrants 
for their eXecutio& They were the abfolute 
diretiors of arbitrary and. unequitabie courts. 
T&ey were the chief promoters of laws, which 
fubje,&ed every thing valuable to vile informers 
and viler j&ices, armed with abfolute power. 
And, fince the full light and efiabli&hment of 
liberty, they have beErred themfelves in &f- 
trefiing thofe, who, as protey’lants, fhould be 
regarded as brethm, Is it nor very inexcufable, 

that 
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that their zeal for the prot@ant ficreflon has 
been the great offence and provocation ! This 
will appear from a careful review of the known 
temper and defigns of the generality of their 
difiurbers. 

Precautions againfi the papi/?s are needful, as 
they are, and mufi ever remain, enemies to the 
gowtrnment. Their impudent pretences to in- 
fallibility; the abfurd and impious powers an- 
nexed to their confecrations ; the difhonour done 
to chriflianity by many idolatrous and fuper/itiour 
praL?ices, are what they are accountable for only 
to the governor of the univerk. But as their 
cafugry and do&Vines corrupt all true goadneb 
and morality, the governors of our chur& for this 
Kafon feem to have as proper and neceIlary a 
60ncera as the gowrnors of theflate.~ 

The clergy have complained, and too often 
with great reafon, of the total negle& of the civil 
magi/irate; for, without proceeding to extremi- 
ties, many things might have been done to 
dilcourage the impudence of there enemies of re- 
ligba and governmenb, and their unfair methods 
of making profelytes. But the truth is, the May 
laws, now exifiing, cannot be put in execution. 
Befides,fuchpscuniary andfanguinary penalties as 
they ena&, are quite difagreeable to our mild 
government, and inconfiftent with the manners 
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of the age. Attempts to execute them have 
been rare and uncommon, and only in times of 
great danger, and upon great provocations. 
They.were chiefly made in terrorern. Mofi of 
them were extorted from thofe princes under 
whom they not only enjoyed many immunities, 
but places and power. ‘i‘he ~-rpro!;r:g al! ihe/ 
and&/?itl~iit;~ in their room OX E EaiT)’ and free- 
ticable LOW, of the defee,five and prejsm&e 

kind, is what our times.and circnmflanc& ab- 

jhdy require. There laws have afforded 
matter for clamcm and ccandal ; comparifons 
from hence have been made betwixt pop;j% and 
@@ant feverities; But in .this the clamorous 
have been equally impudent and ungrateful. 
Have they not generally been-a dead letter, and 
a mere name with&t efTe& ? ’ Can, any thing 
then more become the: iionotrr of our religion, 
and nation, than efitiuu.Uy to remove this re- 
proaS? Laws hard and ~ fevere, and which 
fannot, or are not, to be executed, procure hatred 
and contempt ; than ,which, nothing worfe can 
happen to any government. The fufpicions 
entertained of our l;/hu/s muft be groundi&. 
They were promoted on affurances given of 
their tempers and defigns, being quite oppofite 
to their prcdecefirs under Charles the lid, who 
have the laitiog reproach of bring unanimous 
i&l their Voting 3gainit the repeal of the &:ttite 
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Q;e Heretic0 Comburendo (1677.) We GUMI& 

I 
imagine the majority of this bcn‘h are for tk 
continuance of fuch feverities, and averfe to 
provide for our fecurity, by ONE /oh and ‘ma- 
Jonable LAW. 

In order to the framing fuch a I’aw, the ut- 
moR fagacity and prudence, and all afiiltances 
are requifite. And nothing can better deferve 
the utm@ care and confideration. What we 
have feen and felt, should make IIS fenfible of 
the true/pirit ofpopery.. But as there are too 
many fymptoms of the prevalency of in/‘en/bilily 
and inaffenfion, let us recolleA what an enemy 
we t-rally have. There are Come confiderations 
ofa general nature, and fame in which we are 
more peculiarly concerned. The policy and 
defigns of Rome are fitill the fame. None of 
their antier.t claims and praQices have been ~a- 

nounced. NOI- can they be given up, though 
citcumftances oblige them to fufpenfion and 
forbearance : No intervention of time and acci- 
dents can weaken, much lefs deftroy what is 
founded 011 divine and infall.‘ble light. Thofc 
powers, who have been fo mean and fenfelefs, 
as to continue in their devotion to t& in$&iHe 
had, have received great benefit from the TC- 
formation. The boundlefs power of di/p+g 
of crowns and dominions, and dgurbing flares 
by excommunications and interdi&s, are now 

fbrboru 
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forborn on the account of their hazard and 
danger. 

As the power and pra&ices of the fucceirors 
of St. Peter are little regarded and remember- 
ed, it will be proper to produce a few infiances 
in the very words of the PAPAL bullr. The 
Bullarium Magnum, printed at Luxemburgh 
1727.vol.I. at pug. 27. Anno 1073. G<eg.Pap. 
affords an account of the excommunication of 
Herrry, ion of the emperor of the fame name ; 
of his being depo/dd from royal dignity ; and of 
his fubjenr being ab/olved from their oaths of al- 
legiance, pag. 28. The prayers, tears, the mi- 
ferable and humble fubmimons of this prince 
procured him ubhbtion. But fOF fubfequent 
o&nces, the excommunication was repeated, 
and his depofitioa we have in the following 
terms, pug. 29. Omnem potflatem et dignitatem 
illi regiam TOLLO) et ut dhs Cbr$ianorum ei, 

Jcut REGI, obediat INTERDICO ; omnefque, qui 
ei juraverunt veZ+rabunt de repi dominatione 2 
juramenti promifione ABSOLVO. 

The excommunication of our Henry VIII. 
was in 1535. We have the particulars, p. 7 IO. 
Amongmany which might be mentioned, I only 
recite-IpJaJque confederationes rt obligationeb, 
tam fah’as quam in pojeruna faciendao-Nnllius 
rob& we1 mowenti tiulfafque, irritas, cajh-ac 

Pr0 
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pra infed?is habendasfere DESCERNIMUS et DE- 

CLARAMUS. As his holinefs thus declared, 
a’l agreements, promzyes, and alliances, utterly 
VOID ; fo in what followeth, ALL the poJ@ons 
of his fibjetfs and fmourers by fea and land, are 
declared the iawful prizes of pirates and robbers, 

bona mercantia, pecunias, navigia, res et ani- 
malia, au&oritate, fcientia et potefiatis plenitu- 
dine-captoribus concedimus. 

In~vol. II. 1570, pug. 324-s. In the ex- 
communication ofqueen ELIZABETH, he pro- 
nounceth -2uin etiam ipfam preten) regni 
predirti jut-e necnon pmni et quhnque domin!o, 
dignitate, privilegioqare privatam. It afterwards 
difchargeth all from their oaths - Proceres, 
fubditos et poptdos di&re regina, & cmteror omnes 
qui Ui quomodocrtnque j uraverunt huju/madi, &c. 

----Assotvr~us. 

But the feafon of zealous and general” obedi- 
ence to all the di&ates of Rome, was now over, 
and the effe& was not anfwerable to what was 
defigned. Such fulminations againit particu- 
lar princes have fince ceafkd. The Rwwapon- 
tjycontenteth himfelf with mnteul demmiutionf 
againil hereticks in the Caena Domini bull. 
This is indeed very full and fignificant, and has 
fom time to time received additions and im- 
povemew. 41, who havefipurated from the 

ChUYCb 
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cburcb of Rome, of whatever denomination, are’ 
then folemnly excemmuniruted. 

From whence it pktinly followeth‘, that be-, 
coming good and obedient fubje&s to pt-o@awt 
princes is inconfiftent with the faith and reli- 
gious duty of a pup$. Necefity and fear aweth, 
them into a quiet behaviour; but whenever 
they have any profpe& of fuccefs every evil ef- 
feEt of bjgotry and wicked zeal is to be ex-- 
pc&ed,. 

The common plea9 of men’s_ being liide 
@4enced lq reliiiou,s prin+es ilk; temporal af- 
fairs, mufl not be here allowed: To our great 
frame how few ar&there .among .us; who have 
uq~ principles.: and therefore no efi&? ‘cat-r be 
expe&?ed, where there is no carlfe. But papifls, 
who live among protrJun!s, are well feafoned 
with the fundamentals of their perfuafion. Of 
what great and good things are they hereby 
t&&red, in tHis andthe world to come ! They 
are confrdent of lfaving on their fide infali;bil‘ty, 
andjbfefy of being ficured from all forts of 
evils : fuch a rivetted opinion muft produce 
whatever can be defired. The decrees of the 
irzfa!fib/e head, or what their pri,eIts affure them 
are fuch, are heard with the Lrne veneration by, 
the generality of p@s, as an-immediate,voice 

from 
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from heaven. The plainefi proofs of the fair- 
hood and vanity of their high and wicked pre- 
tenfions are infignificant. Groundlefs and con- 
fident conceits are more firmly retained, arrd’ 
operate with greater itrength than,any reafon- 
able perfuafion. Delufion is infinite, and will 
not buffer us to give any attention to the mofi 
mifchievous confequences. H&v elfe could 
man, who is a fociable being, receive, without 
abhorrence, difpenfations for taking of oaths, 
and abfolutions from their obfervance, afier 
they are taken ? 

l-L/e are the known do&-ines and pra&ces of 
fopery ; though they have been often difowned 
with their ufual modefly and veracity. At- 
cording to their /y@n the whole affair af/wear- 
ing on any occafiotr. before hrreticaa( magiltrates 
mull be a ndity. They are, as herericks, in- 
competenrjudges, and are all by virtue of the 
Cma Domini bull, in a fitate of excommunica- 
tion ; and as fuch can have no privileges and 
powers ; all their doings mt$ be illicit and of 
no effe&. They can have no fenfe of any oblL 
gations ; and therefore mufi ever be ready to 
take any oaths of allegiance and fidelity. But 
our oaths, as now formed, cannot be fwallowcd; 
hecaufe, by fo doing, they would renounce fame 
of the principal points of their religion.. Yet. 

for 
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for great and weighty purpofes even fuch /art 
offwearing is allowed ; but fuch permifions 
are only granted to particular and fele&t per- 
fans. This Ban never be general, becaule it 
wourd be a public and repeated difowning their 
profefion. 

The pope’s power to grant any fort of leave 
is readily believed. Far from being confined 
to things lawful and honefi, he can benow what 
chara&ers and colonrs he pleafcth, on perfons 
and things, in contradiCtion to nature and 
truth. Difpenfations for taking unlawful oaths, 
were they generally known and ‘owned, would 
be an intolerable diIhononr and difcredit to this. 
communion. This is what no government 
should endure. However, there is no doubt of 
this having been a common pra&ice whenever 
judged expedient and necefiry. A proof of 
this appeared fo late as 1678. Printed journal 
8vo. 1680, in page 152, is an account of a fa- 
culty mder the ieal of cardinal Barberini for 
di/penzng with the taking the oaths, and other 
Ibitzgs. 

This facuhy was entered into the Journalof 
the Hdufe of Commons, and probably into that of 
the Lords. If this entry was not defiroyed ?n 
the following years wherein pop@ councils and 
Power prevailed, a prefent publicadon would 
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be very feafonable. There permits are for th$e 
+vhofe religion has not yet made them infenfi!& 
of honour and honeity in the mofi folemn tran- 
.faftions with proteJantr. Hereby what they 
.fcruple, as unlawful, is not only fatisfied, but ie 
bcomes a laudable performance. The great 
end and purpofe of ferving the .catholick cau/e 
confecrateth every me+, rfpecially when di- 
qe&ed by fuch authority. 

When oaths have been taken with, or with- 
;out a difpenfation, in compliance with heretical 
laws, all their concern muit be how to .evade or 
break them with fafety. Thus they-pay a du- 
tiful regard to their fupreme direcurs. They 

shave frequently renewed confiitutions and de- 
trees‘ againit thofe who fwear or oblige others 
to fwear (what thy rail) unlawful, impoJ?ib~e 

.and damnable oaths, and which contradia the 
rights and liberties of the church, ,and the de- 
crees of the council of Trent (fee Bullarium 
magnum, vol. II. 1584. pug. 513.) lnvocatio 

.eon/itutionis Nit. 3. et aliorum /a&unum, lzon- 
tra jurante5 et jurarefacienies, iliirita, impofibilia, 
damnofa et eccleJaJic& libcrtati, ac decretis r&iii 
Tridentini adverfantia. 

This has been the confiant and continued 
language of their fovereign pontlrs; all oaths 

and contra&s made in the mofi folemn and 
bind- 
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binding manner, are declared Nullities by CIem, 
the XIth, when they contradie what he 
efleems prior and fuperior obligations. This 
is properly applied by the bifhop of Oxford, in 
his fermon on the rebcll;‘cn, preached 080&r 
1745, to vain dependences on the words and 
alfurances of the prefender *. 

What has been produced, fufficiently proves 
the points we have under confideration. Mul- 
tiplying authorities would be needlers. How- 
ever it would be a ufeful performance to make 
an entire colfe&tion of whatever is to be found 
on this fubje&. The decrees of councils, what- 
ever has been published by paper in all forms ; 
the occation and confequences of all there de- 
terminations and ordinances, fhould be explain- 
ed by short hiitorical narratives. This would 
expofe in full colours and proportions the tnun 
ofjn, the/j, of perdition ; who has long appear- 
ed in -our world, not for the quiet and welfare, 
but the difiurbance and mifery of human facie. 
ties, and whofe true devotees can never ceafe to 
do P&L As they are not their own maiters, but 
mufi obey their direftors, tb~y ramot be treated 
with any Jort of con$‘ence and truj. 

From what has been f&d, it plain’y follow- 
eth, there can be no entire dependance on the 

* Pag. 16. 6 The mofi formal declaration he can 
mr;ke,’ kc. See archb@op StcLe/‘s firft volun~ of 
Srmon:. 
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lev;dence they give upon oath, either in civil or 
ctimindl cafes. The penaltics of perjury, and 
the inconveniencies which artend the infamy of 
being ,a falfe witnefs, are their only reflraiots. 
The fenfe and importance of an oath, becaufe 
taken before an anathematized, and confe- 
quently incompetent judge, cannot be duly re- 
garded. When the controverfy is betwixt one 
of their own communion, and a here&, what 
arts of falthood and prevarication may not be 
expeCted ,Z 

The revival of learning in the two Iafi centn. 
ries, and the freedom of enquiry, introduced by 
the reformation,ihould naturally have produced 
the difgrace and diminution ofpspery. For no 
eaufe can be incumbred with grofir abfurdities 
and more offenfivefooleries. But art and policy, 
great and growing wealth and power, have 
given it effe&bral fupports, and have cauf’ed it 
to grow and increafe both at home and abroad. 
To the Jt.$ifs belong the chief praife of this 
wonderful management. They have depreffed 
and almoft totally extinguified the long boafred 
rights of the Gallican church. All the brave 
and repeated efforts of parliaments and lawyers 
have been ineffeflual, and have only difcovered 
the power of their advcriaries to be great be- 
yond imagination. Nor have they only got the 
better of law and argument, but have fubdued 

a fpirit 
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a fpirit of enthutiafm, which was raifed to their 
prejudice. Thus the court of F~unce, after 4’0 
many high contefis, has been, for fame years, 
cntireIy devoted to Rome. The head of the 
beafi, which deemed wounded to death, has 

‘been healed, and all that part of the world 
wondereth after the beafi and worfhippelh his 
-image *. 

Some plaufible and fiiperficial sbfervers 
among proteJ?anis, have propagated a ground- 
Jefs conceit, of the abatement of pop&3 cruelty. 
Becaufe the punishments by fire and faggot 
have ceafed ; therefore mildnefs prevaileth; 
But do not the burnings in Spain and Portugal, 

-and the difmal apparitions pl’oduced to light 
from the dungeons of the inqu$tion, afford the 
mofi joyous fpeaacle to a multitude of all ranks, 
which is conitantly aflembled on there occa- 
fions ? In I& they have great advantages from 
travellers, and from none fo confiderable as the 
expenfive Engli& There refined politicians 
wifely avoid offending their vifitors with fuch 
fhews. Amongfi them, all is performed within 
the impenetrable precinAs of their horrid 

tribunal. 

* Since this tra& was written, there .has been 
a change in France for the better, by the expullion 
of the Je/rtitJ ; which we hope will be produRive of 
greater good in time. 

Ama- 
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Amazing is the fuppofition of an abatement 

of the worfi kind of peufecdon, while the in- 
quifitioqfubfitleth in its full force, and with 
all its arbitrary, fecret, and mofi inhuman 
pr.a&ices. As profeJantif.k has in a great mea- 
fure been totally extirpated where it prevails ; 
the fubje&s of its vengeance are greatly dimi- 
niched ; but there is no diminution of its vigour 
and diligence. 

In France, when miniflerv are difcovered, the 
painful deathof breaking on the wheelis commou- 
ly inflic’ted ; as for o&-s, they are become fen- 
fible of the evil policy of lofing ufeful hands; 
and therefore they are confined to the prrpeiual . 
fluvery of the gallies, which, all thiugs cont’ider- 
ed, of the two evils, is lefs eligible than the 
fhort, tho’ more ihocking punishment of perifh- 
ing in the flames. How gladly would the other 
fex change their diirnal confinements for mar- 
tyrdom ? As there things are ccrtiinly fo, how 
affeCted muft the ignorance be, how great the 
infenfibility of the realprength and true/pi& of 
popery, which for many years hath been fo 
6ommon. 

They, of this communion, who live amongit 
us, have had the i’mpu&~cc to d~$wn this as 
much as pofible ; and for the rdt, they hate 

VOL. IV. L many 
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many difguifes. This is one of the many in- 
fiances of their affirance and falkood. As 
their whole foundation is falfe, fo every part of 
the fuperltruCture has been carried on by bing, 
and by all derelvablenefs of anrighteoufnefs. 
Their ecc/ejaJ?icai/chen~es and orders in Great 
Britain and Irclaud are known ; lo are the 
large fums which are expended on this account 
both at home and abroad. Themaoy a&Aing 
and dangerous proofs we had of their enmity to 
every thing valuable in our conltitution, have 
been lo often, and lo lately repeated, as to ren- ,/ 

de: all remarks of tl:is kind ufe!ek. 

JufI intimations hare been given, how a reli- 
gion, unfupported by all true reafon, and void 
of every good quality, has been maihtnimd and 
~FKYCU,‘&/. As it is uot abfolutclp neceffary, we 
will not attempt to open ncd explain fame of 
them, for fear of giving high o&fence to the 
great .people of both fexes. One thing only 
fhould not be omitted. Since the marriage of 
Charles the Ifi, the rleuout and i,f(~ ZIXVI YZ ofthis 
c:mm~oitn have been its moR ufcful advocates 
and fupports. They have been, and are cmi- 
nent!y fo in our days. M’hen tl~e hutband has 
been we!1 difpofed, the teizing and importunity 
of the ZJ$~ has obliged him to defifi from his 
good deligns. And \vhcn they ~I:IVC h,jd the 
refolution to carry them into execution, ri~r~z~,: ic 

life 
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IiPd’htis gentrs’lly proved diragreeable. In per- 
ions of’tank! and: circumltances, there are few 
infWn?es,~ if’any, of regard being paid to the 
be:ter’jucfgme’nt of the man. The endearing 
benefit of abfolution, and a perfeft dclivcrance 
from,‘friglits and fears of the mofi affe&ing 
kin-d; mufi be very engaging arguments with 
the weakerfix. Strong and confident afirtions, 
high and mighty promifes, with which the 
agents of Rome abound, are to them far more 
affecting and convincing, than the utmofi clear- 
nefs and ftrcngth of argument. I will not pro- 
ceed to many orher confiderations; but conci#e 
with a ‘I~J inlpr.r/?iq part&tlul-, which feems 
not to have been commonly known. It mufi 
have been of Ere:rt and comfortable impsr:ance, 
in fixing the adherence of the /&j‘s to &rcl~ fd- 

colties and privileges. 

in the colic&ion of letters and ottler writings 
rc:‘lring to th:: +!f> plot, in Ihi3 hands of G. 
Tr& Eig; and pi LiliQrcd by order of the Hc$ 
of Co:/iKCn:, 1690. at pug. 122 and 123. we 
have the L&c crigiml, attended with a tranf- 
]ation, jku.iies and prithges granted to the right 

T,W. )z:brr in GUtI, John Laker, dn English 
pi ieit ; to L.e 33 hi?71 extcndd UEfO and eXeiUtCd, ;I2 

the k.‘i;gdmu of Lnglnnd on$ Scotland, aizd all 
other the dominions of ri?e k;q oj-Great Britain, - 

Lz except- 
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excepting Ireland. The qth, which is to our 
prefent purpofe, is as followeth, Of granting a 
liberty and allowing a right to all from whom 
duk benevolence hath bean with-held, or to 
whom upon any pretence it hath been refufed, 
of demanding and claiming the dutiqs of the mar- 
riaie bed .-The Latin is much fiorter.- 
ReJIituendi jus petendi debitum amiJiim, 
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M A C Ii3 I A V E L’s 

HE difcourfe we had lately (dear Zeno- 
bio) and the prefing importunity cf 
Guilio Salviati, that I would ufe fame 

means to wipe off the many afperfions caIt upon 
my writings, gives you the prefent trouble of 
reading this letter, and me the pleafurc of’ 
writing it.--- 

I have yielded, you fee, to the entreaty of’ 
Guilio, and the refi of that company, for that I 
efieem it a duty to clear that excellent fociety 
from the fcandal of having fo dangerous and per- 
nicious a perl‘on to be a member of their con- 
verfation : For by reafon of my age, and fince 
the lofs of my liberty, and my fufferings under 
that monfier of lufi and cruelty, Amunder de 
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Med:‘ri, feet over us by the divine vengeance for 
our fins, I can be capable of no other defigo or 
enjoyment, than to delight and be delighted in 
the company of i’omany choice and- virtuous per- 
Finns, who now alfemble themfelves with all fe- 
curity, under the happy and hopeful reign of our 
new princeCo/L:o; and we may fay that tho’ gur 
commonwealth be not rrftored, our flavery is at 
an end, and that he coming in by our own choice, 
mny prove, if I have as good fkili in prophefyiog 
as I have had formerly, snceitor to many re- 
nowned princes, who will govern this ftate in 
great quietnefs, and with great cIemency; fo 
th,lt our pofierity is like to enjoy eafe and fecu- 
rity, rho’ not that greatnefs, wealth and glory by 
which our ciry hath for fame years pait, even in 
the moii fz%ous and tumultuous times of our 
d:mocracy, given law to Itaij, and br-idled the 
ambition of foreign princes. But that I may 
avoid the loquacity incident to old men, I will 
come to the bufinefs. If I remember well, the 
exceptions that are taken to thofe poor things I 
have publilhed, are reducible to three. 

Fir& ?hat in all my writings P injnuate my 
great afi~ions lo the democratical government, 
fvenfo much RS to undtrvnhe that of monarchy in 
refpeR of it, which /aj? 1 do net objcurely in 
m$ny pfuges teach, and as it were, perjiiade the 
p&0$8 t0 2'hTGt'U 0; 

Next, 
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,liText, 7ht in Jmeplares Z vent vefy great im- 
pietier,Jlighting and vi/Tying tbe church as author 
ofall the mi/government in the world, and by fuch 
contempt make way for atheifm andprofanenefs. 

And laitly, 7%at in my book of the ptince; Z 
teach monarchs all the execrable vil/anies that can 
be invented, and ir$ruLt them bow to break faith, 
and to opprefs and t; en$‘ave theirJiibjeh’7s. 

I r’hallaafwer fomethiag toevery one of there; 
and that I may’obferve a right method, will be- 
gin with the Mt.‘-- 

I [hall fpeak to that which is indeed fit to be 
wiped off, and which, if it were true; would not 
only jufily expofe me to the hatred and vengea 
ante of God and all good men, but even~deltroy 
the deIign and purpofe of all’my writings;; 
which is to treat in Eome fort, as .well as one of’ 
my fmall parts can hope to do, of the politicks: 
And how can any man pretend to write con- 
cerning policy, who defiroys the moR eifential 
spart of it, which ioobedionceto all governments .? 
It will be very eafy then for Guilio Sa&ati, z 
or any other member of our fociety, to believe 
the protefiation I make, That the animating of 
private nzen, either dire&ly or indire&ly, to dt$ 
cbey, much Icfs to/bade of any government, how 

Ls de: 
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c!cJpoticalfaever, was never in my thoughts or writ- 
ings. Thofe who are unwilling to believe this, 
may take the pains to afign in any of my books, 
the pafiges they imagine to tend that way, (for 
I can think of none myfelf) that fo I may give 
fuch perfon more particular fatisfaEtion. 

I muff confers I have a difcourfe in one of my 
books to encourage the Italian nation, to affrtme 
their antienE valour, and to expel the Baiba- 
rians, meaning, as the antient Romans ufe the 
word, all itrangers from among us : but that 
was before the kings of Spniri had quiet polfef- 
fion of the kingdom of N@ies, or the emperor 
of the dutchy of &T/an; fo that 1 could not be 
interpreted to mean that the peopie of thole two 
dominions flrould be Rirred up to arake offthcir 
princes becaufe they were foreigners, fince at 
that time Lu~!&r SJ% za was in poKefion of the 
one, and king Frederick refiored to the other, 
both natives of Italy. But my defign was to 
exhort our countrymen not It+fuffer this pro- 
vince to be the fcene of the arms and ambition 
of CharAs VIlI, or K. Lewis his hccdlor, who 
when they had a mind to renew the old title of 
thehoule of Anjcu to the kingdom of Naples, 
came with fuch force into itab, that not only 
our goods were plundered, and our lands waited, 
but even the liberty of our cities and gorernmtrrt 

ea- 
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endangered ; but to unite and oppofe them, 
and to keep this province in the hands of 
princes of our own nation, this my intention is 
fo vifible’ in the chapter itfelf, that I need but 
refer you to it. Yet, that I may not anfwer 
this imputation barely by denying, IfinliuffA 
in this pluce whit my pYiIfLi#?S are in that which 

the worldrails REBELLION ; which I believe to 
be not only a r;/ng in artlls againlt any govern- 
ment we live under, but acknowledge that 
word to extend to all ciand~jine cm/pirack too, 
by which the peace and quiet of any country 
maybe interrupted, and byconcequence the lives 
and eftates of innocent p<rfons endangered. 
KEU~LLIQN then fo defcribed, I ho/~’ :o Le 
the greuteJ cl ime that CG;IE be co~:mltte:l amxg men, 

both againit policy, mralit~ and in fore c!+n- 

tic; bat notwithOanding :,il t!:is, it is citi O~~IIC~ 
~c~ilid wiil be commitled wbij/f the werid L.vis, a~ 

@en as princes tyrannize, and by enflavi[jg and 
deprefing their CubjeZs, make magiitracli,whicl~ 
was intended for the beuefit of mankin?, prove a 
plague and defirufiion to it : for let tile ter!c;r 
and the guilt be never fo great, it is impoGb!e 
that human nature, which confilts in palfion as 
well as virtue, can filpport v,ith patience 1 6llL 
fobmiZiun the greattO CI ueltp and injuiiice, 
whenever either the v;caknels uf their princes, 
the unanimity of the people, or any other fa- 

L6 - vourablc 
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vourable accident, fllall give them reafonabIe 
hopes to mend their condition, and provide . 
better for their own interefl by infurre8ion. 
So that princes and fiates ought in the condu& 
of their affairs not only -to confider what 
their people are bound to fubmit to, if they 
were inipired from heaven, or were all mo- 
ral philofophers ; but to weigh likewife what is 
probable defatl’o to fall out in this corrupt age 
of the world, and to refle& upon thofe dange- 
rous tumults which have happened frequently, 
not only upon opprefion, but even by reafon of 
m:Jverfation, and how Fame monarrhies have 
been wholly iubverted and changed into demo- 
cvnrier by the ~JT Amy of their princes ; as we fee, 
toddy nothing of Rome, the powerful’cantons of 
Sur.‘f%evlar;cl brought by that means, a little be- 
fore the IaR age, to a confiderable comm6n- 
wealth, courted and fought to by all the pot&n- 
tates in Chriff endom. Ifprinces will ferioufly 
confider this matter, I make no queflion but 
they will rule with clemency and moderation, 
and return to that excellent maxim of the an- 
tients, almolt exploded in this age, Thnt de 
jntere) of kings and of their people is the [ame: 

Which truth has been the whole de&n of my 
writings to convince them of, 

NOW having gone thus far in the defcription 
of REBELLION, i think mx%yobiigpd to till y~r 

Whd 
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what I conceive not to be rebellion. WbO$?J~ 

then takes arms to maintain fbe politic con/jitutht 
argmernment of his country in the condition it then 
is, I mean, to defend it from being changed or’ 
invaded by the craft or force of any man (al- 
though it be the PRlNCE or chief magi/irate * 
himfey) provided, that fuch taking up of arma 
be commanded or authorized by thofe, who are 
by the order of that government legally entrufi- 
ed with the cuftody of the liberty of the people 
and foundation of the government : this I hold 
to be fo far from rebellion, that I believe it laud- 
able ; nay, the duty of every member of fuch 
commontiealth ; for that he r.&o fights to&- 
port und dfend the government he was born and 
lives undi I, cannot deferve the odious name of R E- 
BLL, but he who endeavours to dr/llroy it. If this 
be not granted, it will be in vain to frame any 
mixedgovernment in the world : Yet fuch is at 
t.kis day the happy form under which almoft all 
Europe lives, as the people of France, Spain, 

Germany, Poland, Swedeland, Denmark, &c. 
wherein the prince hath his ihare, and the peo- 
ple theirs : Which Ial?, if they have no means 
of recovering their right, if taken away from 
them, or defending them if invaded, would be 
in the fame efiate, as if they had no title to 
them, but lived under the empire of T‘urky or 
A~ufcsvy : and iince they have no other remedy 

t?ut 
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but by arms, and that it’would be of ill confe- 
quence to make every private man judge when : 
the,rights of the people are invaded (to which 
they have as lawfula claim as a prince ‘9 his ;) 
which would be apt to produce frequent, and 
fometimes caufelefs tumults, therefore it hath 
been the great wifdom of the founders of fuch 
monarchies, to appoint guardians to their 1.‘6~y, 
which if it be not otherwife exprefi, is and 
ought to be underfiood, to refide in the eltates 
of the country ; which for that reafon (as alfo 
.to exercife their fllares- in the iovereignty, as 
making laws, ltv~it~g money) a:e to be fre- 
quently afimbled in all the regions of E:e~ope 
before mentioned : There are to afkrt and 
maintain the orders of the government and :he 
Ja.ws efi,lblifhed, and (if it cannot be done oti;er- 
wife) to arm the people to defend and repei t!:e 
force rhat is upon them : Nay, the gove!nm::,t 
of ,4~rqon goes further, and becaufe in the in- 
tervals of the eflates or courts, many accidents 
may intervene to the prejudice of their rights, 
.or JWCS, as they call them, they have during 
the intermifion appointed a magiflrate caiied 
E/jQ~jicia, which is by the law and conlli;n- 
tion of that hingdom, to aKemb:e tke whole 
people to his banner, whenever fuch rights arc 
encroached upon ; who are not drily jufiified by 
the laws, for fuch coming togethe-r, but are fe- 

verely 
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verely punishable in cafe of refuL1: fo that 
there is no queltion, but that if the kings of Ar- 
rogon, at this day very powerful by the addition 
of the kingdom of Nap/es, and of Sicily, and the 
union with &uJz/e, should in time to come in- 
vade their kingdom of Arragon, with the,forces 
of their new dominions, and endeavour to take 
from them the rights and privileges they enjoy, 
lawfully by their conflitution ; there is no quef- 
{ion, I iay, but they may (it% heir king be there 
in perfin ag&,$ thenI) aG:nble under J.@ia, 
and defend their liberties with as much jufrice 
as if they were invaded by the French or by 
the Turk. For it were abjiird to t!G.zR, ,hce the 
peoplemay be IquQy agEmlIed to apprehend robbers; 

nay, fo deiiuer pofl@on forrilly’ detciiriid again2 the 
/bnfcnce of Jh; &Ti6r cowi, thiit thy cmy asd 
ought nst to beJfir tle~+kes, to keep in hicg, an,i 
pre]erve that government which maintains thrn in 
poJefion of ti i I b t Jeyr I er ies and propgrt fes, arzd h/e- 
f; rids their lives too ficm being art%)-aiiiy tO.&n 
auoy. tiut i knoilr this clear truth rece,ives 
oppofilion in this unrcaconnble and corrtipt age, 
when men are more prone to f-latter the IuIt of 
‘princes than formerly, and the favourites are 
more impatient to bear the impartiality of laws 
thau the fans of Brlrtus were, who complained 
ld_rcs e&? /Arrlirr ; that is, tho’ they were fine 
gcnt!emqn, in favour with the ladies and mini- . . . .’ 

2 flers , 
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iters of kings pIeafure, yet they could not opt 
prefs, drink, whore, nor kill the officers of juf; 
tice in the itreets, returning from their nighr- 
revels ; but the execution of the laws would 
reach them as well as others, who in the timi: 
of S?urquin ir feems found the krinre more exor; 
able. Nay, the divines themfehes help with their 

fallacies to oppugn this d&rine by making us be- 
lieve, as I faid before, that it’s God’s will at/ 
princesfiould be ab/olute ; ana’ are/o far in con- 
fpiracy again/ all mankind, that they aflert, that 
in the text, thisfinll be the manner of your kings : 
G’od wns giving that people the Jus Divinum ofgo- 
zlel nment, when in truth he was threatning them 
with the plagues of iyrantc. But I fpare the 
divines here, Iince I (hAI have occalion in dif- 
courfing of my next accufation, to fhew how 
that fort of people have dealt with God’s truth, 
and with the intereit of men ; and to be as good 
asmy word, I mall preIently fallupon that point, 
having been tedious already in the former. 

I am charged then in the fecmd place with im - 
piety, in vilifying the church, and j to make zwy 

Jar atheqm. 1 do not deny but I have very fre- 
quently in my writings laid the blame upon the 
church of Rome, not only for all the mifgovel-n- 
ment of Chrifiendom, but even for the depra- 
vation, and almofi total deitru&ion of chriflian 
religion i&If in this province; but that this 

di6courfc 
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difcourfe ofmine doth or can tend to teach men 
impiety, or to make way for athcl$n, I peremp- 
torily deny : And although for proof of my in- 
nocence herein, I need but refer you and all o- 
thers to my papers themfelves as they are now 
published, where you will find all my reafons 
drawn from experience, and frequent examples 
cited, which is ever my way of arguing ; yet 
lince I am put upon it, I Ihail in a few lines make 

’ that matter poffibly a little clearer, and Ihall 
firIt make pratefiation, tkat us I do undoubtedly 
hope by the merits of Chrifi, and by f&h in him, 
to attain etcmalfaIvation, fo I do jr&y believe 
the cht$ian profefloon to be the only true religion 

now in the world, Nex< I amfilb perfuaded that 
ull divine virtues, which God then dejigned to teach 
the world, are contained in the books of the bob Scrip-, 
tures, as thy are now extant and received among ~9. 

From them I underpand, that God created man iw 
purity andinnocence, andthat the/$ oftbatfpecies 
Sy their frail y l/2 t o a once th& integrity and their 

paradifa, and entailed/in and mi)ry tipcpcn their po- 
JIerity : That almighty God, to repair this Eljj, did 
cut $ his infinite mercy, and wilb unparallelerl 
grace and g;h~fs, /End his only begotten fan into ’ 
the world 10 teach us t:ew truths, to be a perfefl ex- 
ample of virtue, goodnefs and obedience, to reflore 
true religion, degenerated among the “fews into fu- 

~e$%ion, formality and h+re,. to diefor thefir- 

va tio7s 
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Wation of mnnkind, rind h j&e, to give lo us ihk 
holy ,jj%rit to rrgzmvte our hrartJ, Jupport our 
j&h, an8 lead us into all tru15. il 

Now if it lhall appear, that as the lu ft of out-. 
fir0 parents did at that time difappoint the 
good intention of God in making a pure world, 
and brought in by their diiobedience the cor- 
lvptions that are adwin it.; f~ that fince IikewiTe- 

,*& $ilho.ps of Rime by their unlatiable ambi- 
tion and avarice, have defignedly, as much as: 
ik them lies, fruitrated the merciful purpofe l~c- 
had in the happy reftauration he intended the 
world by his Son, and in the renewing and re- 
forming of human nature, and have wholly de- 
faced and’fpoiled chrifiian religion, and made 
it a worldly and heathenih thing, and altoge- 
ther uncapable, as it is pra&ifed among them, 
either of direAing the ways of its profeffors to 
virtue-and xgood life, or of faving their fouls 
hereafter; if I Cay this-do appear, I know no 
reafon why I, for dete&ing thus much and for 
giving warning to the world to take heed of 
their ways, should be accufed af impky, or 
otbeifm ; 09 why his HOLINESS f&id l,e Jo in- 
ruged again/? the pocr iuhabilanfs of the vallies in 

Savoy, and againJZ the Albigenfes for calhy him 
antichrilt. But to find that this is an undoubted 
truth, I mean that the popes have corrupted 

chriltian. 
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chriftian religion, we need but read the.New 
Teltament, acknowledged by themfelves to be: 
of infallible tiuth, and there we fhnll fee that 
the faith and religion preached by Chrilt, and 
fcttlcd afrerwvards by his apoitles, and cultivated 
by their iacrcd epifiles, is fo ciiffercnt a thing 
from the chriflidnity that is now profeired and 
taught at Rome, that we ihou!d’be convinced 

’ th:a if tboie to!g men fl\onld be fent by God 
l;gdin into the world, they would take. woie 
pains to confute this Gallimorf~y, than ever they 
did 19 preach down the iradition of the Pbari- 
j&s, ur the fables and idolatry of the ,tintils’s, 
and would in all probability fuffer a newmartyr- 
d3rn in that city under the vicar of Chrifi, for 
the fame d&trine which once .aoimated the 
b:nO!~n Iyy~u221121 againfi them. Nay 522 hawfims- 

t&/g more ta fiy againJ the/E S&l’RILEGJOUS 
PRETENDERS to God’s power ; for whereas 

.all .otber &lie worships have been fet up by 
fame politic legislators, for the fupport and pre- 
krvation of government, this falfq, this fpurious 
religion broughtin upon .the ruins of chriltia- 
nity by the popes, bath deformed the face .of 
government in Europe, deltroyed roll the~good 
principles and morality left us by the heathens 
themfelves, and introduced i&cad thereof for- 
did, cowardly, impolitic notions, whereby they 
have fqbje&ted mankind, and even great princes 

and 
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andilates to their own empire, and never fi&+- 
ed any orders or maxims to t&e place where they 
have bad power, thnt might make a nation w;Sr, 
honey, great or wealthy. This I have fet down Co 
plainly in thofe paifages of my book which tire 
complained of, that I fhall fay nothing at all for 
the proof of it in this place, but refer you 
thither ; and come to fpeak a littlqmore parti- 
cularly of my firlf afktioa, That the pope and 
his clergy 'have depraved chriftian religion : 
Upon this fibjen, I could infinitely wifh, now 
Ietters begin to revive again, that fame learned 
pen would employ itfelf, and that fame perfoa 
verfed in the chronology of the church, as they 
call it, would deduce out of the ecclefiaflical 
writers, the time and’ manner how thefe abufes 
crept in, and by what arts and lteps this Ba6el 
that reaches at heaven, was built by there ions 
of the earth. Rut this matter, as unfuitable to 
the brevity of a letter, and indeed more to my 
imall parts and learning, I ffiall not pretend to, 
being one who never hitherto itudied or writ 
of theology, further than it did naturally con- 
cern the politicks ; therefore I Ihall not deal 
by the New Teftament, as I have done former- 
&J by Titur Li&r, that is, make obl’ervations 
or reR&ioos upon it, and leave YOU and Mr. 
Guilio and the refi of our fociety to make their 
judgment, not citing, like preachers, the chapter 

Of 
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or verfe, becaufe the reading the holy Scripture 
is little ufed, and indeed hardiy permitted a- 
mangus. 

To begin at the top, I wonld have any rea- 
fonable man to tell me whence this unmeafurable 
power, long claim’d, and now poffefled by the 
bifbop of Rome is derived ; Fir& of being 
Chriit’s vicar, and by that, as I may fo fay, 
pretending to a monopoh of the’ ho(vfpirit, which 
was promiied and given to the whole church, 
that is, to the eleQ or faints, as is plain by a 
claufe in St. Yeter’s fermon, made id the very 
fame time that the miraculous gifts of the fpirit 
of God were firfi given’to the apoitles, wJMJ$s 
to the Jews and Gentiles, Repent and be baptized 
every one of sou, in ihe name of Je/us Chrj/?,for the 
rcmt@n of fir, andyoujI>afl receive the gvt of the 
Holy GboJ ; for tbiz promi/c is to you and your 
children, and to all that are afar 06 even as many 
as the Lord our GodFall call. 

Next, to judge infallibly of divine truth, and 
to forgive iins as Chrifi did, then to be the 
head of all ecclefiaflical perfons and caufes in 
the world, to be fo far above kings and princes, 
as to judge, depofe and deprive them, and to 
have an abfolute jurifdi&on over ail the al%r;\irs 
in ChriRendom, in ordine ad fpiritrca!ia ; yet all 
this the canonilts allow him, and ‘he makes no 

Ecruple 
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fcrpple-03 Hurptd; whilfiUt:is @&&;-that iti the ‘L 
whn]e, NW‘ TtJamrnt Xhece i i4 ‘no defciiptioa c 
made of fuch an officer to be at any time*in the 
church, except it. be in the prophecy of the 
Apocalypfe, or ‘in one of St. Pad’s epiltles, 
where lie fays, WLb’it is tbatJm?Ijt in the temple 
of God, firwing hi,72/Ey that he is God. Chrifi 
tells us, his kingdom is not of this world, and 
if any will be the gyea‘tefl among his difciples, 
that he mufi be iirvant to the relt ; which fllews, 
that his follbwers muit be great in fan&ity and 
humility, and not in worldly power. 

The apo,ftle P&writing to the chriftians of 
thofe times, almoit in every epiflle commands 
them to be obedient to rhe higher Fowers or 
mqilirates fet over them : And St. PetLr him- 
ielf (from whom this extrdvngant empire is pre- 
tended to be derived) in his firfi epillle bids 
us jLhnil ourJeiv0 to me-j, or~dhailce ff m :n fir 
tbc Lord's fuke, whet&r it be to-h king, or, &c. 
And this is enjoined, although -it is plain .that 
they who govcrntd the wofld in there days, 
were bo:h iseathrns, tyrants aud u/;rptrs : and 
in this fubmifion, there is no eitceptiol! or pro- 
vii0 for ecck~~~Giz GI immuiz~ly. ‘The-prafticr as 
well as precepts c;f thefe holy men, Ihrws plain- 

. ly, that they had no ‘intention to leave [uccef- 

Lq who fhould deprive hereditary princes from 
their 



tiheir right of reigning, for .hiffering in religion, 
,wh.o without all doubt are by the appoi.ntment 
of the apflh and by the princi,ples of chrifiia- 
nity, to be. obeyed and fubmitted to in things 
wherein the fundamental laws of the govern- 
ment give them power, though they were Jews 
or Gentiles. If I kould tell you by what texts 
in Scripture, the popes claim the powers before 
mentioned, it would itir up your laughter, and 
prove too light for fo ferious a matter; yet, be- 
cauie poirbly you may never have heard fo much 
of this fubje& before, I fhaI’l ioltance in a few : 
they tell you therefore, that the jurifdietion 
they pretend over the church, and the power of 
pardunlng fins comes from Chriit, to St. Pltu, 
and from him to them. 7hou ant Peter, and 1dp.z 
ibis rod 1 will Itii:ir! my .h~*rch; Z wilf gice the 
keys cf the kingdom of haven, w: at)ever tl,oufiult 

.bind on en) thj?miL be toznd in hmven, and zv?at- 
fi-ec,er thou J%Z lt lot/;! on part!,, &c. From theft 
two tcx:s, ridiculously applied, comes this great 
tree, which harh wilh its branches overfpread 
t,he whole earth, and killed all the good and 
wholefo.me plants growing upon it : The firPc 
ir:rt will never by soy man of feofe be under- 
itcod to f,\y more than that the F1-cr:‘hitlss,J?if- 
fen injy, CiiCti miilgf/iiy of Peter ‘Lvoi iifie I0 le a Srrat 

j~~~n&!:iotz a!;cl pil.‘ur if the dcflrines of C!:rilt : 
the 0:her lex!, as alfo another fpoken by our 

Sa- 
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Saviour to his apo/tb, Wboj /ins ye remit they 
are remitted, and who/c J%J ye retain hy are re- 
tained, are by all primitive fathers interpreted 
in this manner, Wherefoever ye /hall efeflual& 
preach the go/pel, you/hall carry with you grace 
and rem@on of /ins to them which /hall folow 
your inzrufiions : But thepeople who/haiinot have 
&fe joyful tidings communicated by you to them, 

/hall remain in darkness and in their jns. But if 
any will conteil, that by fame of thefe lafi texts, 
that evangelical excommunication, which was af- 
terwards brought into the church by the apojler, 
was here prefignified by our great ma/er ; How 
unlike were thafe cen/ures, to thofe now thun- 
dered out, as he calls it, by the pope ? there 
were for edification and not deAruAion, toaffliCt 
the flefb for the falvation of the foul; that apo- 

Joiical ordinance was pronounced for fome no- 
rorious fcandol or npo/a~y from the faith, and 
firit decreed by the churrb, that is, the whofe 
congregation prefent, and then denounced by the 
puJor, and reached only to debar fuch perion 
from partaking of the communion of fellowship 
of that church till repentance should re-admit 
him, but was followed by no other profccution 
or chafiifement, as is now pra&ifed. But fup- 
pofe all thefe texts had been as they would have 
them ; how does this make for the fuccelfors of 
St. P&r, or the refi Z Or how can this prove 

the 
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_+N bi/hopr of &me to have right ‘to i’uch iiuc- 
c&lion ? But I make hafie from this fubje&, and 
&II urgebut one text more, which is, 73e/rpi- 
~itud man judgeth all men, but is him/elf judged of 
none : ~from whence it is inferred by the cano- 
$/i’s, that fir& the pope ir the fpiritual man ; and 
then that he is to be judge of all the world ; and 
lafi, that he Lr never to be liable to any ,jeedgme#t 
himf~lf: whereas it is obvious to the meanefi 
underfianding, that St. Paul in this text means 
to diflinguilh between a perfon infpired with 
the fpirit of God, and one remaining in the fiate 
of nature; which latter, he rays, cannot judge 
of thofe heavenly gifts and graces, as .he ex- 
plains himfelf, when he fays, ?“e natural man 
cannot di/tern the things of tLe/pif it, .&au/e thy 
are fosh/hneJi unto him. 

To take my leave OF this matter, wholly out 
of the way of my ftudies, I beg of you, Zenobio, 
and of Guilis, and the refi of our fociety, to 
read over carefully the .Vew T$ament, and then 
to fee what ground there is for purgatory, by 
which all the wealth and greataefs hath accru’d 
to thefe men ; what cdour for their idolatroru 

war/hip of Jaintr and their imazes, and particu4 
Jarly for fpeaking in their bymnr and prayers to 
a piece of wood, the crofs ,I mean, SaI,ve Lignum, 
&c. And then fat nos dignor benefiriorum Chri/ti, 

VOL. IV, &I .- as 
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as you may read in that office ; what colour, or 
-rather what excnfe for that horrid unchrifiian . 
and barbarous engine, called the ingui/irian, 
brought in by command and authority of the 
pope ; the inventor of which Peter, a Domini- 
can friar, having been flain among ‘the Aibi- 

aen/es, as he well deferved, is now canonized for 
a faint, and &led San Pietro Martine. 

In the dreadful prif%ns .of this inquifition, 
many faithful and pious chriitians, to fay no- 
thing of hondt moral Moors or Mahometans, 
are tormented and famished, or if they out.live 
their fufferings, burnt publickly to death, and 
that only for differing in religion from the pope, 
without having any crime or the leafi mifde- 
mtanor proved or alledged againff them ; and 
this is inflified upon there poor creatures, by 
thofe who profefs to believe the Scripture, 
which tells us, that faith is the g;ft of God, with- 
ont whore fpecial illumination no man can ob- 
tain it, and therefore is not in reafon or huma- 
nity to be punifhed for wanting it. And 
Chriit himfelf hath fo clearly decided that point 
in bidding US let the iares and the wheat grow 
together tili the harveJ, that IjW never make gny 

dijiculty to call him ANTiCHRIST, who jaf/ 
u/e thy lea/ perfecutivn whatsoever againj any dif- 

fering, in matters of faith from him[ey, whether 

the 
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the perfaarzfo dtpnfi;lg, be heretic, Jew, Gentl!e 
or Mahometan. 

Next I befeech you to obferve in reading thu? 
hcly baok, though chr$ianfhJ’s are doubtlefs of 
divine right, what ground there is for enjoinilzg 
f;/h to be eaten,at lca/tJeJj IO be ab/lainedfromfor 
onethirdpart of &year, by which they put the 
poor to great hardship, who‘not having purfes’ 
to bity wholfome fifll, are fubje&ed to all the 
miferies and diieaies incident to a bad and un- 
healthful diet: whilfi the rich, and chiefly 
themfelves and their cardinals, exceed Lucull~s 
in their luxury of oyJirs, turbats, tender crabs 
and carpioni, brought fome hundreds of miles 
to feed their gluttony upon there penitential 
days of abfiinence from beef and perk. It may 
be it will lie in the way of thofe who obferve 
this, to enquire what St. Paul means, when he 
Says, that in the latter daqs fome /ha/i depart from 

the faith, forbidding to marry, and commanding to 
@b/lain from meats, which God ha:b created to be 
r,=reived with tbankfgiviq : but all there things, 
and many other abuks brought in by thefe per- 
verters of chr$Yanity, will I hope ere long be 
enquired into by fame of the difciples of that 
lold friar *, who the very fame year which I pro- 
phelied, that theJ2oujgs of the church was not 
far off, began to thunder againlt their indul- 

* Marsh Luther. 
R4 2 gences, 
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gences, and fmce bath queflioned many ten& 
long received and impofed upon the world. ~1 
.0all conclude this difcourfe, after I have faid ,a 
word of thrtmo/l’hel@? of aNtheinnPoatirnsbrought 

in by tht popes, which is, the CL ERGT; the& 
are a&t of men, under pretence of minifiringto 
the people in holy things, fet apart and&rated 

from the I e/ll 01 mankind, from whom &y have a 
very +/?in& and a very.oppojte interej& a 6u- 
man ctremony, cslIed by a divine name, viz. OR- 
DONATION; the/e, .wherever they are found 
with the svhole body of the monks and friars, 
who are called the regular clergy, make a band 
w&h may be called the JANIZAR&Sof the 
popaLy ; thefe have been the cayfees of all the /oh- 
r;/ms and immcralities in government, and of aNh 

impietit, and abominations in religion, a& by .con- 
fFquLnCt of ad 16t disorder, vilfany and corruption 

wtjiifer under in this dct@ableuge ; t.$efedmen, by 
the bilhopof Rome’s help, bavt crept intoall the 
govtrnmtnls of Cb$%dom, where the is arg 
n&ure of monarchy, and made themfh a third 
eJjate, that is, haveby their temtoralties which are 
almofi a third part of,41 the lands in Europe, 
given them by,the blind zeal, or rather.folly of 
fhe northern people,\-who over-ran this part bf 
the world, Jllept i~o fhe tbron~, and what they 
cannot perform by there fecular helps, and by 

ahe. dependency their vaffals have upon.them, 
they 
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they fail not to claim and to ufurp by the power 

they pretend to have from God and his vicege- 
Fent. at Rome. They exempt themklves, their 
lands, and goodu,.from all fecular jurifdifiion, 
that is, from all ‘courts of j&ice and magifiracy, 
and will be judges in thtir own caufes, as in 
m,atters of tythe, &c. and no! content with this, 
will appointcourts thekowtl to decide fove- 
raignty in te.ltamentary matters and many other 
caufes, and take upon them to bethe fole punih- 
,ers of many great crimes, as witchcraft, Sorcery; 

3adu&ery, and all uneleannefs. To fay nothing of 
‘, the afore-mentioned judicatory of dhe inquifi- 

tion; in the&i I&. cafes,, they turn-the ofindtrs 
oak-r to br pu+/bcd (when they have given/pntent~;f , 
by the/ecular cvm, fo they call the magiitrata, ’ 
who is blind4 to execute their decrees under pain 
of:becll-/ire, as ;f cbr$ih priuce$ and governors. 
were appointed by .Gki oh4 .to be their have’s or 
hangmen: they give protefiti& and fan&uary to s 
all execrable offenders, even to murderers tbem- 
felves, whom God commanded to be indifpenf- 
ably punished witI death, if- t&zg,cpme within 
their churches, cloy[ters,: oy ther place 
which .they will plk&~~o call2 nd; and if 
the ordinary jufiice, nay, the fovereign power 
dd proceed againft fuch offenders, they thus- 
dek out their excommunication, that is,-cut ofl I 
kiln the body of Chrifi not the prince only, 

M3 buk 
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but the whole nation and people, hutting the 
church-doors, and commanding divine ofices 
to ceafe, and fomctimx even authorizing the 
people to rife up in arms, and conffrain their 
governors to fubmillion, as happened to this 
poor city in the time of our ancefiors, when 
fcr but forbidding the fervant of a poor Car- 
melite friar who had vowed poverty, and should . 
have kept none, to go armed, and punifiiag his 
difobedience with imprifonment, our whole 
fenate with their Gonfalonier were conitrained 
to go to Avignon for abfolution, and in cafe of 
refufal had been maflxred by the people. 
It noould almoJ1’ aJ?onifi a wij man to imagine bow 

Ibefe fo~ksjhou~aarquire an empire/o d@rut7ive to 
rh$fiun religion, and j pernicious to the intereJ 
of men: but it will not feem fo miraculous to 
them who ihall ferioufly confider, that the cler- 
gy bath been fir more than this thou/and years 
upon the cut&, and a formed unitrd corporation 
again/l t4e purity of rclr;pion a+ the intere] if 
mankind, and have not only wrelted the holy 
Scriptures to their own advantage, which they 
have kept from the laity in unknown langua- 
ges, and by prohibiting the reading thereof; 
but made ufe likewife, firft, of the blind devo- 
tion and ignorance of the GtthJ, G’andals, Huns, 
8x. and fince of the amhition and avarice of 

chrifiian 
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chriftian princes, fiirring them up one againft 
another, and fending- thetn upon fooliIEl er- 
r‘tids to the ho(v Lund’, to lofe their lives, and to’ 
leave their dominions in the mean time expofed 
to themielves and their accomplices. i-hey 
have betides, kept learning and knowledge 
among themfelves, itiRing the light of the gof- 
pel, crying down moral virtues a6 fplendi3 
fins, defacing human policy, deftroring -the 
purity of the chriltian faith and profellion, and 
all that was virtuous, prudent, regular and 
order-ly upon earth : -fo that wLoevcr wou!d do 
God and go~d men fet.wice, get bimfeJf’immortnl 
h&62r in tLis I+, an d cternnl glory in the next, 

wodd ueynre lbe good policy (1 Ad ulfl@ Jiiicl 

ql1;t.b my uurlior Livy, tte fanf?;ty too) of ths 

heathns, with a!1 thir vahr and other glorious 
endozvmeniJ ; 1 /by, whoever would da this, my9 
mode himfelf pOWQ$u/ t?IOUgh fQ C&poiJ this 

cur/ed and ap6Jate race out 0~ the Yvrld. And 
that you may fee this is lawful CJ well as necef- 
iary, I [hall lay but one word of their calling 

and original, and then leave the fubje& The 
word CLERGY is a term who& unknown to 

the Scriptures, otberwife than in this Gnfei a 
peculiar people, or God’s lot, u/ee.j often for the 

wh:le Jew@ aation, who are likewife cal- 
led a kingdom of priefls in fome places. 
in the New Teffament, the word Cl’eros is 

M4 taken 
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taken for the rrur beiievtrs, whe are a&o cal- 
led the ele&, and often the church, which: is 
the a~n~bfy of the faithful met together, a+ is 
eafily feen by reading the beginning of mofi 
of St. PetuPs epiftles, where writing to the 
church or churches,’ he ufually explains him- 
felf, TO all the faints in Chry, fometimes, 52 
&who have obtained 6iRt faith with us, iomc- 
times, To all wbo in ail placer call upon the. name 

of&e Lord Jefus, Hr. by which it appears, 
that neither the word CHURCH nor CL.l?R- 
GY, was in th$e days ever appropriated to tbr 
paRors or elders, of the flock, but did Jgnrfi 
ind:rerln!ly all- ttii6v _txt-; 
which is likewile the literal con&u&in bf ,tl& 
word Ecc!e/a, which is an afembly or meeting. 

& &Q congregations or churches was performed 
their o+zation, which properly dignifies no 
more than @. tree 

L 
of fuch alrembly, but is 

particularly ufed n Aeflion of any into the 
miniffry ; the manner was this : jmetimes the 
apofiles themfelver in. 3eir peregrinations, and 

Jomctimes any other eminent member .of the chureb 
did fropole to the/ociety, (upon vacancy or other 
necefity of a p&or, elder or deacon) fame 
gocd holy man tg Le eleRed, which pet$n ;f he had 

parts or gift,,J& as the church could edfy EJY, 

was 
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was cbofen S9 the lifiing up of ha& that Es, J.9 
fu@sg;; and oftentimes hands were laid up011 

him, and prayer made for him : the/e men fi- . 
fit spart did nof pretend to- un9 conicration‘- a+-, 

fucrednefs more than they had bbfoori, much lefi i~ 

become a dijlin8 thing from the tieJ of tiankind h 
if they hod been metamorphofed, but dib attend 
to’ perform the’ feveral fun&ions of. their cari 
ling, as prophefying, that is,’ preaching the 
gofpeli vititing the fick, WC. and never intennit- 

ted the or&orj hjYn~/ of their trade ‘or prw 
fefion, unlefs -their chu& br congregation wzs 

very numerous, in which cafe they p1Jere maintah- 

ad by almsor c:n;rilutionr, which was laid afide 
by’ every member, and colle&ed the firfi day 
of the week by the. deacon; this ‘was faid to 
be given to the rhu~~h, and was employed bq 
fuffrage of the whole colle&ive body to the 
poor and to other incidencies : fo far was Fe 
from facriiege in tkofe days to employ church- 
goods to lay-&s. From At/e w:rlii, Church, 
Clergy, Ordination, Paitor, (u&h IaJ ha& 

been tran/Zafed of Zate years Bifhop) JOU fie what 

cokclu/onr tbefe men have- aPed.urcd, and hw immenfe 
ajhhkre they have raifed upon fi little a foun- 
dation ; and bow eajiij it wiN.fali to the ground, 

when C.od. JaN h#re chrifiian princes .ard 

&I 5 i-tat&, 
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itaces to redeem his truths and Isis poor en/rave6# 
members sut of hir clutches, and fo bring bark 
again inlo th wet-Id the true original chr@okz 
Faith with the apofiolical churches, pallors 
and ordination, fo confifient with moral virtue 
and integrity, fo helpful and conducing to the 
belt and rnofi prudent policy, CO fitted for obe- 
dience to mag$rnsy and government; all which 
the world hath for many years been deprived 
of by the execrabh and heate ih’ Qdity which is 

itzfepurablefram priefi-craft, ond the conjuration 

or JpeU of their new invented ordination, by which 
they cry with the poet, 

yam furor humanum no@% de pet7crefenzum 
Bxpulit, ks’ totum fpirant praxordia Phbum. 

Which makes them/o facred and holy, that they 

have nothing of integrity, or indeed of humanity 

ltft in them. I hope I ihall not be thought 
impious any longer upon this point, I mean for 
vindicating chriRian religion frpm the a&Its 
of there men ; who having the confidence to 
believe, or at leafi profefs themfelves the only 
inltruments which God hath chofea, or can 
choofe to teach and reform the world, though 
they have fieither moral virtues nor natural 

parts 
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pts equal to other men, for the moft 
part, have by this pretence prevailed fo far 
upon the common fort of people, and upon 
fome too of a better quality, that they are per- 
fuaded their falvation or eternal damnation 
depends upon believing or not believing or-- .- 
what they fay. I would not be underflood to, 
diirwade any from howuring the true apoJofic4 
teachers when they-lhall be re-eftablifhed amonp 
us, or frdrn Allowing them (even of right, ant 
not of alms or courtefy) /uch emoIument5 as ma 
o~&h them rhyfu& fa pfarF thm d&i 4 
their charge, to provide for their children, ant 

even to Ii/e ho/itality, as they are commandei 
by St. Paul. But this 1 WI?/ prophefy before 
conclude, that if princes hall perform this bu/, 
a-e/s by halves and leave assy root of this clergy d’ 
pxie/Z-croft as it HOW is in the ground; or ;f tba 

~AkfOLlS REFORMER*, j’ed Jome yeal; , 
Jilscd out of Piccardy to Geneva, who is of fi. 
great renown for learning and parts, and WI’ 
promsyes us 10 perfeD a reformation, fiall not i ? 
Ais model wholy wtirpate this /we of men ; then 4 

j-y, Z m@ foreteE that as weI1 tbo magiitrate, d, . 
this workman, willfind them]elves deceived in tkir 

* Calvin. 

M6 QX- 



876 I’h? PillUS Of PMESTCRAFT 

txpetiation, andthat the leaJ?#bra of t&plant wilE 
over-run again the uMe vineyard of the Lord, 
and turn to a diffufive papacy in every diocefe, 
perhaps in every parilh: So that God in hir 
merty in/ire them to cut out tbe core ofthe ulcer, 
and the bog of this impo/bume, that it may 
never rankle or JeJer any more, nor break. out 
hereafter lo d;ff / u e new corruption and putrefac- 
tion through’ the body of Chrifi, which is his holy 
chow&, to vitiate and infeh’ the good erder and 
true; poIic3 of government. 

I come now to the lafi branch of my charge ; 
y:kh is, Y bd 1 teuch princes vi//any, and how 
to en/ave and opprefs their Jibjeffs. If any man 
will read over BJT book of the Prirce with im- 
partiality and orditiary charity, he will eafily 
perceive that it is not my intentibn therein to 
recommend that government, or thofe meu 
there defcribed to the world; much lefs to 
teach men to trample upon good men, and all 
that is &red .and venerable QJ~D earth, laws, 
religion, hone@, and -what not. If I have 
been a little too pun&uai in,defcribing there 
monfiers, and drawn them to the life in alI 
their lineaments Bnd colours, I hope mankind 
will know them the better, to avoid them, my 
treati/e being both a #ire again0 them and a 
true rharaffcr of Wm.- 



Whoever in his empire is tied to no othrr rubr 
iban thoJe of his own wiiL and /I@, mu/ either be 
a faint or eye a ~q! devil incarnate ; or if he be 
neither of the/e, both hir i$e and hie reign are Ii&e 

to be very /hart : for whoJoever takes’ upon him fo 

execrable an empIo)mcnt as to rule men again/? the 
laws of nature and reason, muJ turn UN top/e 
turvy, and neve9&.? at any thing ; for ;f once 
he halt he will fall and never rife again, UC.. 
And fo 1 bid you farewell, 

(II April 1-532). 
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R.EST-RAINING. 

T‘H E. 

P R E S S*J 

F, any reltraint is to be put upon the pre& 
ia mufi be either otk a RELJGIOVS Or 

.religion, is, that ‘tis necefiry to prevent mens 
being led into error; and as a confequence d 
that, nothing is to be printed that may Jempi 
them to quefiion the truth of any part or pPmt;i: 
of the efiabliihed religion. 

* I have a copy of thio tra&, which belonged .t+a 
Anrhony Cof/im, Efq; wherein it is afcribed to Dr. 
Qynduf, and therefore there can be no doubt that 
,be way thereal author, 

Js- 
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In order to anfwer this, I mufi beg leave to 
obferve, that nothing is more certain than that 
God does not require of men impofibilities, ao 
a means to obtain their future happinefs ; and 
confequently all that he defires of them, is to 
ufe their rational faculties after the befi man- 
ner they can, for the difcovery of his will, He 
therefore that &ca &is,&o’- never fo much 
mibaken, is as acceptable to God, who is NO 
refpet7er of per/ ens, as he that’s not migaken, 
fince he has done all that God requires of him, 
and the other could do no more- 

To affirm his miflakes are finful, is to make 
God the author of fin, in fo framing his un- 
derfianding, that after he had done all he could 
to avoid error, he neceffarily fell into ;+ A&l 

if it be the height ,c :ulplety to condemn one 
,-,f (;,, fe,. obeying God’s commands in, impar- 
ai&y examiuiag, it can be no Jeff impious t5 

afirm the opinion unavoidably caufed by fo &, 
ing tobe a fin. 

. How happy would men then be, if, not= 
withltanding their difference of opinion, they 
would allow on all tides, that impartiality and 
fincerity were fufficient to recommend them to 
God, and by confequence to one another ? Go- 

ing 
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ing a flep further than this, jufiifies the ieva 
method of the inquifition : for if men can be 
guilty of impiety, blafphemy, and other damn- 
able opinions, tho’ on the Ori&eft examination 
they judge them agreeable to the will of God; 
and if it be the duty of thofe that are in power 
in every nation to prevent this, they are 
bound to refkrain not Only the,liberty of print- 
ing, but of preaching ; and to ufe the fever& 
methods they can, to hinder the fpreading of 
whatever they apprehend to be fuch opinions, 
But, 

Jf God will judge men as they are nccount- 
able, that is, rational creatures; their reward, 
whether they hit or mifs of truth, will be in an 
exa& proportion to the ufe they make of their 
reafon : and confequently no opinion can be a 
tin, but for want-partial examination; 
and according as that haT-ECri’~e.or ]eh 
omitted, fo one is more or lefs accountable. 

If this, how paradoxical foever at fit4 fight 
it may appear to &me, is upon eKamin&on 
demonAratively true ; What can be more un- 
reafonable, than on pretence of preventing the 
growth of dangerous errors, to reftrain the 
prefs, and .thercby hinder men from feeing, and 

confe- 
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eonfequently from examining the reafons th’at 
make againit the eitablilhed religion ? when 
without an impartial- examination, let our 
religion be never- Co true, we hold it guiltilft, 

1 and with. it; though neverfo f&e, imocentry. 
But+ 

What canbemoreinconfiltent with this grand 
duty of~exan&&~then+~n~ the 

. prezS, &me there can be no other caufe align- 
t cd why ‘tis nnlawful to publik arguments 
a&rinlt the itate religion, but becaufe ‘tis uns: 

,: lawful to read them,$that being, the fole r&o&‘* 
of forbidding ,the. publishing of thepg?.Aad 
ifit be once fuppoied unlawful to read, it’mut 
be ac unlawful to hear or think any thing, 
that inclines one to queflion the truthof any 

*pzt or point of the national z&g&: and - 
, confequen tl y irsmaites &very or&c du, tyJ. in a& 
countrieswhatever, .totprof$ that -tithou& _ 
leafi examination. But; 

&one has no rea&n~peSt~~~~whcF 
will not be at the pains ;~o e~&n$e~~hat ‘tis 
God requires of him, in, order to his coming 
there; what a condition muit he be in, who 
not only. negle& ..this. him&f, but labours 

tab@ 
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qn+&tain a law to make .a11 others -do t@’ 
.;iame ? 

The examining the reafons on all iides (for 
-prevention of which the prefs is to be re- 
itrliined)-not only makes the mifiakea accept- 
able toGod, but is fhe only method thg cpfl 
be tt#ken to prevent ml&&es j for which ena 
Gud has -commanded every -one to judge of 
hin@f, to trp ,ihr/pirits, to prove ill thhgf, 
&c. ;And therefore thofe divines that are far 
mens trying nothing, or knowing nothing, but 
what pleafes the licenfed guides in every coun- 
‘try, give Godhimfelf the lie, after the worib 
manner that can be. And 

The more.~_eopIe are fiibje&t to t&&e, 
the lefs reafon -there is tog rely on any one fide, 
but with care and diligence tn e&m& I& 
reafons of 41, and coufequently the pr& 
ought to be open to all. And when a dif- 
wurfe is printed, men by viewing and review- 
ing it, may form a better judgment, than ahen 
‘tis only %.fpoken. 

In anfwer ‘to this, ‘tis raid, and atike faid 
every where, that men may have an imiartiaf 

in- 
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information from the clergy of the cfiabli~ed~ 
church. But 

Are not they under a greater reflraint than 
‘others, being obliged to profefs thofe opinions 
to which their preferments are annexed, or 
elfe to fiarve ? fo that in this cafe, ‘tis not the 
man, but the bithoprick, the deanery, the pre- 
bend, the w*t prcac%ieies~&id prints 
nemine contradicente, popery in one place, Lu- 
theranifm in another, Calvinifm in a third ; 
and they pofibly may thinIt it hut fair to 
maintain fuch opinions as maintain them ; 
though to fpeak the truth, the opinions gene- 
rally maintain the prielts, better than the prieff s 
maintain the opinions. Are men, fo bound 
and ihackled, likely to give a fair reprefenta- 
tion of what can be faid again0 them, when 
the only caufe they can alledge for refiraining 
the preis, is to hinder .people from knowing. 
it? Do not the blind lead the blind, when the 
guides on which others are wholly to depend, 

are not trufied to guide themfelves ? 

Tn a word, all other methods but this of 

examining, will equally ferve to promote any 
religion, though never Co faife, and confe- 

quently 
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quently cannot be the way to difiinguifb the 
true from the many falfe ones ; but are the 
pious frauds and holy cheats, of not very pious 
and very holy meni to keep the people in u 
.blind obedience. 

As this method is the only way to difcover 
itruth, fo ‘tis this that makes it m& &e&U: 
.where men without examination entertain a 
.religion, it will have but little influence on 
,their praCtice. What does not convince the 

underftanding, can have but a fmall eff& on 
the will : And as far as the reafonableneis of an 
spinion is feen, lo far only can it operate on a 
rational creature; and the more examination 
renders it To, the more force it will have OQ 
the affeaions, which are not moved without 

,fome fenIible connexion between the caufe and 
.the’ effe&- For this reafon thinkiqq men, 
truth being endeared to them as the difcovery 

I of their own indufiry, are for the mofi part 
very confcientious j while thofe that owe their 
religion to the chance of education, have gene- 
rally no more regard to it, than if they owed 
it to the chance of a die. If then the freedom 
sf the prefs contributes not only to endear 

truth 



.rruth when difcovere’d, but to the d&very 
&it; and if that--fails; to ‘ma~ke. even error Itf$l$ 
innocent;all the arguments on the account ~3 
religion -dp mbit ~r&gi~~fly contend for- its 
entire jiberty. To which let me add, ihat 

The noble art of printing, that by divine 
providence was jilco~~ed_t free mexfrom 
thexyranay~ of the clergy they then groaned 
under, and without .which $heprot&ant refi- 

‘$on muR have proved abortive, ought .not too” 
be made a means to .re.duce us again under fa- 
cerdotal flaveq. An’d 

If our auceRors could not-fecure themfelvt% 
from more than Egyptian bondage, which the 
pulpits brought on them, without the alffi- 
ante of the prefs : What hopes have we te 
defend oarfelves agdinft both, -when by the 
means of ‘the latter, the clergy ‘have much 
greater opp;ortuni?ies, as wkll as abilities, ca 
accom$iIh Sir defigns ! 

The reflraiit of the prefs is conijitetit 
enouih with popery; but for protefiants tb 
attempt it, is firiking at the foundation of their 
feliiion, wkidh is -built on the natural right 

every 
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every one ha&if judging for himfelf in matters 
of. religion. But what can favour more of a 
blind popish. compliance, ‘than fo entirely to 
give up the condu6t of religion to a few Iicen - 8 
fing priefis, as that nothing Ihall be publifhed 
but what they think fit ? The learned Dr. 
Chggct bith, (and after the fame manner do 
nil OUP~&~ W&C whm- they hsve to do witb 
the pap&) 6‘ * They that’have ‘a good ca&, 
i6 will nat fright men from confidering what 
? their adverfaries, fiy by their books, but ‘, _ 
6‘ rather encourage them fo to do, th& -? - ’ . 
61 they may fee the difference between truth ‘: i j 
C‘ and error, reafon and, fahhood, with their :9‘ 
a own eyes. This is the effect of a well- ” t 
‘6 grounded confidence in truth, and there is 
6‘ the fign of a good caufe apparently &Get-n- 
6‘ Able, in the application of the clergy of the’ 
41 church of England, both to their friends 
4‘ and enemies. They d&e the one and 
16 ‘t’other, to confider impartially what is faid 
‘6 for us, as‘wcll as againfi us ; and whenfoevcr 
16 guides d’a party do otherwife, they give 
16 juft cattle to examine their doEhines more 
(( carefully, by how much they are unwilling 

l Perfuafive to aQ ingenuous trial, p, 28. 
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‘6 to have them examined. ‘Tis a bad fig, 
1‘ when men are 10th to have their opinions 
.+‘ feen in the day, but love darknefamoru than 
“ light.” , 

Every we thinks he has s natural right$a 
oil matters of learning and knowledge, except 
what relates to religion and government, to fee 
what can be I&id CM a &g h, order to form 
his judgment aright; and there can be no 
reafon why thefe tiould be excepted, hce 
ti have a right nnderflanding in them, is what 
is mofi worthy a ratioad beiog. 

The more ufeful any fcience is to mankind, 
the greater will its abufes be : Divinity, law, 
phyfick are fad inftances of this. But how 
can thefe abufes be difcovered, if the prefs be 
in their hands that gain by them ! What can 
be more ufeful. t&an hi&q, efpciati~ of one’s 
own country ? and tin we exp& a tern in- 
formation, when only one fide is to print? 
And there ape few perfons, efpcciahy at a dif- 
tance from Lmrdpn, but would think it a bard- 
hip to be drpr&d even of ,ftrch trifles aa the 
common news-papers, which would not be 
aliowed under a r&rain& of t.he prcfs. Nay, 

8 we 
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(I# could n@ then hope for an impartial ac- 
count even in natural things, lince w evident 
truth in philofophy, has been, thought a mon- 
flrous error in divinity ; and a rational difcourfe 
on any fubje& may be hindsed from being 
printed, kfl, as the late Whop of %xw~?er 
&ii of the mofl rational: that ever was writ.+, 

’ is might be applied to other ub than what-$e 
author defigacd. 

Nothing can more d%zourage men -of aMi- 
ties from writing, than to fubje& their dif- 
tourfe to the mercy of an ignorant, oi at leafi 
m uokifured lice&r: ii& a hardfflip on the! 
wmftmnwealth of karning, Will be apt to 
m&e an imprimatur dignify no more, than 

. &at the book is foolish enough to be printed. 

As the people retain a right to offer their 
*advice to their reprefentatives, fo there can- 
not but happen feveral things, wherein they 
may receive fatisfaRion from what is gubliihed 
by thofe without doors (as happened in the 
cafe of the Oanding army, and feveral other 
matters) which may in a great meafure be bin; 
dsred, by the liceniers of the prei’s being in- 

+ The Effay on Human Underffanding, by II&- 
L&, 

. No fuenced 
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fiuenced by .thofe, who have an interefi to ’ 
ff ifle truth. 

In a word, as many things as are worth 
underflanding aright, fo many arguments are 
there for the’liberty of the prefs ; though. the 
only reaion that is pleaded for its refiralnt 
upon a civil account, is t@ prevent falfe repre- 
&tations of peoples defigns and a&ions, efpe- 
ciaily of fuch as are dignified with a public& 
chat&et-. But 

Though this may be done by ipeakIng, who 
ever thought it reafonable, that all but one 
party of men fhould have a padlock on their 
lips ? And yet this is ail that’s meant by a re- 
itraint on the prefs, fmce what is to be printed, 
is left to the arbitrary will of men of this 
or that party. And there can be no manner 

of rearon, why writing and talking fhould’not 
be on the fadme foot, fince what’s contrary to 
Iaw is in both C&S equaliy punifhable; and ; 
refiraint of the prefs cannot hinder baoks from 

coming out by Stealth. . 

What can be more unconfcionable, coniider- 
ing how the nation is divided, than to have all 
but one party reitrained from writing in their 

QWR 
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own defence, whilfi that is at liberty to ufe 
them as barbarway as they pleafe? With 
what unchrifiiaa temper and inhumane in- 
folence will partymen treat &hole they are 
employed to write againfl? and what mifre- 
prefentations, lies and’ calumnies will they nor 
tien be guilty ,of ? ‘Es the danger of being 
detefied and expofed, that makes men write 
with more temper, as yell, as more regard t& 
PCUh 

lf the hoaourable houfe of cotumous ha&, 
upon a folemn debate, thought fit to publish 
&heir pr@ceedings to prevent being mifiiepre- 

fented, why ibould they deny thofe they re- 
prehit the fame liberty? ‘And when both: 
ho&s have thought it nsceKary to print, (and 
one may venture to add, that neither hours, 
without this liberty, would hive khought 
their reputations fafe) it cannot be prefumed 
that either houfe will be putting fuch a hard- 
fBip on. the nation; . 

As honour and reputation f&cure their vo’- 
taries from committiag ill and. bafe a&ions, f’o+ 
they incite them to all good ones ; but if the 
prefs be in tile hands of defigning people, it 

: I+ 3 may 
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may have a quite difFer,ent effeti, and be 
wholly employed to traduce, as it was ia 
former reigns, the befi men both in church 
andfiate. And . 

It will be a great encouragement for mea 
above the ordinary reach of th,e law, tq crum 

thofe beneath them, when the prefs fhall fpeak 
only in their favour, and the injured are, de- 

prived of the lafi fatisfaaion that opprefi vir- 

tue has, of appealing to the peopIe, and 
juflifying their innocence to the world, Atid 

therefore I cannot fee how one, that has any 
value for his reputation, wiIl be content to 

run the hazard of having it put out of his 

‘power, to juitify himfelf as publickiy as he is 
injured. Whether what is faid of truth, 
that ncne is againa truth bat where that is 
firff againit them, may be applied to the preTS, 
I will not determine; but thofe whore a&ions 
cannot bear examination, will, no doubt, he 
glad of its reitraiat, and pofibly may addini- 
quity to iniquity, by pretending they de&e it 
out oraffcflion to the government, or teal to 
the church. 

The 
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The reltraiaing the prefs may not be fo 
much for the interen of any’party, a~ fome 
fondly imagine ; becaufe their being for it, will 
be apt to make men believe the very worfi 
things their enemies fay to be true; and that 
‘tis the fear of having their ,pernicious defigos . 
difcovered, which makes them take a method, 
that tiI1 now they themfelves oppofed, and 

which in former reigus was made ufa of ta ad- 
vance davery and popery. But 

If this be of no weight, let it be confidered, 
that the irefs, jackanapes like (as a Scats gentle- 
man faid of their king) may be made to bite 
whomfoever they, in whore cufiody it chances 
to be,? think fit; and a reitraining law no 
fooner made, but the fceue of affairs may fo 

alter, that the party which promoted it, may 
be fcourged with rods of their in proyiding, 
and be themfelves debarred of that liberty 

they defigned to exclude others from, And 
pofibly fame may be glad of fuch a bill, the 
better to deprive them of thofe advantages, 5. 
which without it they would nor think pru- 

dent to attempt. BuCthongh this might not 
k the confeec_uence at prcfent, who can be 

fure 
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iire in what hands the pref” hereafter snag be 
placed ? 

As the chief happiwfs as well as dignity of 
rational creatures, confiBs in having the li- 
berty of thinking on what fubje& they pleafe, 
and of as&et+ coqnm$atiittreir thoughts : 
ball g&d governmenfs , that have allowed this 
freedo&were fo far from buffering by it, that: 
it wonderfully endeared them ta their people. 
And no min$y can be hurt by the liberty of 
the prefs, fince they have a number of depen- 
dents, ready upon all occafions to write in 

jnltification of their condue ; nay, to gild ovef 
the worfi of their a&ions, and give a fair co- 
‘Lour to their mofi pernicious defigns; and’ae 
Je &me time fo to mifrepreknt the true pa- 
tkts of their uxmtrf, tbrr the people, their 
-1 friends, being deprived of the liberty d 
puhlickly jufiifying themfelves, may miftakc 
them for their enemies, and carefs thofe that arc 
tally fo. 

The liberty of the prefs muft keep a miniftrp 
within fame tolerable bounds, by expofing 
their ill defigas to the people, tiith whom i@ 

*they 
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they once Me their credit, they willbe very 
unfit tools for a court to work with. But 

The art9 of flate in mofi places being to en- 
flave, or keep the people in flavery, it became 
a crime to talk, much more to write about 
fiate-matters. And the prefs in moftconntries 
of Europe fpeaking nothing but court-language; 
the people, who till the invention of printing 
had tolerably well preferved their Iiberty, were 
by degrees gulled and cheated out of thol”c 
ineitimable blefflngs. And there’s nothing, 
&her with refpe& to religion or politicks, fo 
defiruAive to mankind, but may be made, 
where the pulpit and preis confpire together, to 
pars for divine truths. 

The flavi[h condition the moft part of man-. 
kind in all ages have been in, fllews how much’ 
they have been wanting to themfelves in not 
taking alarm foon enough at the chains that 
were preparing for them. And as there are 
few, very few infiances of people’s having 
perceived the intended flavery, foon enough 
to prevent it j fo there are fewer inftances of 
their having taken arms, but upon very jua 
occafion. 

In 
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In a Word, as there is no freedom either CiviE 
or ecclefiaflical, but where the liberty of the 

prefs is maintained ; fo where that is f&red, 
all others are fafe. That, like a faithful 
ceatinel, prevents atl furprize, and gives timely 
warning of any approactig danger. Aacb 
therefore ‘tis to be hoped, that the truitees 
of the people’s liberties will preferve its free- 
dom ent$re j for if its facred liberty is but 

once affeftcd, though by never fo gentle a 
law, ‘tis to be feared that this will be ufed 
as au argum.eat to .reff rain it as much as ever h 
fw then ‘twill be G&’ -to CngZXft a dtCW kW, 
on pretence that the old. did not anfwer the 
end, as we fee ‘twas urged in the cafe of the 
conformity biJL 

As TV the obliging authors to ht their nae~ 
M their works, that can only ierve to hinder 
the publishing the mofI ufeful books, viz, 
thofe defigned to r&ify abufes. Be&&, this 
prejudices people for or again0 a book, and 
ferves as a handle f;or fulfome flatteries, or 
groff abufes ; and we have too frequent in- 
fiances of mens thinking to attone, for not 
L anher.- 
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anfwering the arguments, by railing at the 

And therefore thofe writers, Juch 
1s the author of the Whole Duiy of Mau,. &i. 
that defign the utmoft goor&, have indullriouI$ 
concealid their names, 
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