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The message of this book was first
preached as an annual Christmas
Sunday sermon by the author in
December, 1972. This picture is of
the chapel of Wescott Christian
Center in Orowille, Califorwia
where the message was delivered.
This Center is the home office
where so much of the author’s
work originates. The beauty of its
cathedral windows, open at the top
toward God, with the cross of re-
demption in front symbolizes much

of this book’s message, we chose to place its picture here.

—Publishers

INTRODUCTION

“What Is Christmas?”’

The great, yet simple preacher, F. B. Meyer, once said: “We don’t
need any new truths, we just need to re-discover the old truths.”

That’s the aim of this book. We don’t offer anything new: we just
want to®remind ourselves of the old and sometimes forgotten truths
about Christmas.

I first wrote the outline on a napkin in a restaurant, Taking the
letters of the word Christmas, I paused at each one and reflected on a
different meaning of Christmas. It helped me.

I hope my restaurant “doodling” which grew into a Christmas ser-
mon will now help you understand its true meaning better.

—Gene Scott
San Francisco, California, U.S.A.



About the Author

Dr. Gene Scott is a scholar and lecturer with a unique background and a
varied life experience. Though raised a minister’s son, he rebelled against tra-
dition early in life and became agnostic in college. His search for faith caused
him to change majors on every degree.

Scott completed a Ph.D. in Philosophies of Education at Stanford Uni-
versity. At Stanford his Doctoral Dissertation dealt with the theology of Rein-
hold Niebuhr and he did specialized studies in comparative religions and Far
Eastern religious philosophies. A hard study of the resurrection of Christ led
Dr. Scott to a firm belief in Christ’s divinity.

Dr. Scott lives a life which forces him to wear many hats. He now heads
the world-wide activities of Wescott Christian Center, serves as editor of “Twin
Peaks Sentinel,” a San Francisco based newspaper, and directs World Services,
International.

He has been a college professor and also served as education consultant
on assignments taking him to schools on every continent. As a businessman,
he acts as President for five different corporations in Oroville, Berkeley, and
San Francisco, California. In this grueling activity he has been forced to make
his Christian philosophy apply to life where it’s “at.”” As a convention speaker
and teacher his work has been world-wide. Recorded tapes of his lectures have
been widely circulated by Bible Voice, Inc. of Hollywood, and Wescott Christian
Center of Oroville. His books are circulated throughout the world.

I have known Dr. Scott personally for over 24 years. As a man, his life
has consistently expressed the message he speaks. The publishers are most
pleased to be identified by this book with another of his works in written form.

—EARL HERRICK
Viice President
Dolores Press, Inc.
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THE BIBLE RECORD “WHAT IS CHRISTMAS?”

“For unto you is born this day in the city of David a - A
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign New Look AT
unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes,
lying in a manger. And suddenly there was . . . a multitude of An
the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in Old Truth!

the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.”

(Luke 2:11-14.)
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C STANDS FOR CHRIST

@RIRISTIMASSISSEEEIRISTER @ U DG INAFIAVE
@ SIEARE HRIERE; [BUIE OUR SIROUILDE AT
@ RIRISIENIE ERBERS@INERI@ I CANBREAD A E
BIEEERE@REEREEDNSMEGORERUEEST @R BERIAVIOR:

VO CAIN READ [T AS [FISTCIRG /AND 4Ol
CAN READANE TEC FINDE DIFRIEE FROINESHIECIX
RITUAL ANPEAEELY - C /AN SIILEAVIESS Il 5| ERESE
SENEEGE W HATITSISSAWISISESISHATCOM:
MUNIGATIGON “ERG@MIATRERS@INGF T AB@UT A
PERSON.

EVERYERG|ANIIINESI@DESHB@@ICIDIEEERS
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EROM ST ENGHISERS NS GEARIMES S @R VAN
BEHAVIOR, BUT YOU'LL FIND ONE COMMON
DENOMINATOR THAT APPEARS THROUGH ALL
NHE @HRER: MATTERS @F THEIR RELUEICUS
EXPERIENCE: A LIVING RELATIONSHIP WITH A
LIVING PERSON!

THE WORD "CHRISTIAN" MEANS: "FOLLOW-
ER@IFCIHRISIE = ANBPHISAT 1S A REVATIIGINS SR
WA SYASRERS@IN S IRSEN@IRASAR@NES DO ES
ANDHDOES  NOT D@ iEIASEINZANIGES & 15 MiA
CHRISTIANSASCFHRISHIANSE@EE@N/SEE SR ISTE

BEE@RENE LIRSS ERIRNEWANH@INISIEI PEVWAS
LARGELY AN UNSEEN RELATIONSHIP WITH A
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REAEIRGNGIHS EENSUNIIHIST I ATSEIRSTE @ SR{STE
MAS DAY WHEN THE UNSEEN BECAME SEEN.
MEAIES AWI=IEN TisIE L SUBSIPAINC E ClF &0
HONIZID @INFO) TIRE STEAEIE Ol [HISHIER(S
THAT'S WHAT WAS LAID IN A MANGER! GOD
REVEALED HIMSELF IN A PERSON. CHRISTMAS
WAS BORN.

H STANDS FOR HELPER

WA AINID @) RIERSON S JIESUSZEWWIHIEN
NEESANCER \EREARERI@OMUO@SEREI I EA
THERS@EEE@EIRIST SO ANNGIYINI@E @ =iV
THAT MARY WAS TO BEAR A SON CONCEIVED
e IS RGN SN HE SAID, TSGR/
CALL HIS NAME JESUS." (MATTHEW 1:21.) YOU
KNOW WHERE THAT NAME COMES FROM?

JESUSHISHIIEERCGREEKSDESISINAT@INSEOR SHEE
OLD TESTAMENT NAME, "JOSHUA," MEANING
ERERANNER SO DG REIERRERSE

AT CHRISTMAS IN THAT MANGER, IN THAT
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EiEEEEABY A CHIE B WEF @ @INERONIRE GRNTHIE
RERS@NEEOMINCRGIMOIENT HERUNSEENTIHE®)
ISIESSEENS/ANBSEISHNAN ESS HABEBER@ALED
GOD, OUR HELPER. THAT'S WHAT GOD GAVE
USR@NMILE EIRSIRGERISTIVAS DANVEVASRERS@ON
@HEEEREUS!
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R STANDS FOR REDEEMER

WE READ IN THE GOSPELS THAT JESUS
CAME TO GIVE HIS LIFE AS A RANSOM, AND
TO THE JEWISH PEOPLE THE WORD "RANSOM"
WAS THE PRICE YOU ALWAYS PAID TO RE-
STORE LOST FREEDOM FROM BONDAGE, TO
PROVIDE LIFE WHERE DEATH WAS TO BE THE
PORIG@NTHIO©TPAY. AT PENASRGIINEGORBER G
SET FREE OR REDEEM THE ONE WHO WAS IN
BONDAGE OR GOING TO DIE. THAT WAS A
RANSOM. JESUS CAME TO GIVE HIS LIFE AS A
RANSOM, AND AMONG THE JOYS OF CHRIST-
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MAS, REMEMBER HE CAME TO REDEEM US ALL
THROUGH THAT RANSOM.

THE BOOK OF RUTH IS THE ONLY BOOK IN
THE BIBLE THAT PORTRAYS THE ROLE OF A
KINSMAN-REDEEMER OUT OF HEBREW THEOL-
C@EMINTTHEFMPERSONBOEE©AZS Al @HRIST:
MAS TIME | LIKE TO THINK ABOUT THE KINS-
MAN-REDEEMER. UNDER JEWISH LAW, HE
HAD TO HAVE FOUR QUALITIES: (I) HE MUST
HAVE THE MEANS TO PAY FOR THE REDEMP-
TION; (2) HE HAD TO DO IT VOLUNTARILY
WITHOUT COERCION; (3) HE MUST ACTUALLY
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PAY IT; AND (4) HE HAD TO BE ONE NEAR OF
KIN.

THAT LAST ITEM IS WHY CHRISTMAS HAS
THE MEANING IT HAS. NOT FROM HEAVEN'S
THRO‘NE COULD THE HELP MAN NEEDED IN RE-
DEMPTION BE GIVEN. IT HAD TO BE A REDEEM-
ER NEAR OF KIN. SO HE HAD TO BE CON-
CEIVED AND BORN OF WOMAN, THAT WE
MIGHT HAVE ONE WHO IS "KINNED," WHO IS
TOUCHED WITH AN AWARENESS OF OUR IN-
EIRMITITES SSIEIATE STV ETASR@EIRISTIVZAS B Sl E
FHADRI@FBESR@RINOFIERES nIONBECOMEFILIKE
US IN ORDER TO BE A REDEEMER-KINSMAN.
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| STANDS FOR IMMANUEL

IF YOU WANT TO KNOW WHAT GOD IS
HSERT ©SEDISEIREESSC@ULD IS AN MEIE'S
WITH US." "IN THE BEGINNING WAS THE
WORD," JOHN SAID, “. . . AND THE WORD
WAS GOD . .. AND THE WORD WAS MADE
FLESH, AND DWELT AMONG US . . " (JOHN
l:l,14). FROM THE ROUGH LANGUAGE OF
WARTIME GRECIAN ARMIES OF THE DAY, THE
WORD "DWELT" MEANT "TO STRIKE A TENT
AND MOVE IN." LITERALLY, THE WIORD WAS
SOD, AND THAT WORD WAS MADE FLESH
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AND "TENTED." GOD WITH US — IMMANUEL!
(THE NEW TESTAMENT SPELLS IT WITH "E" BUT
THE OLD PROPHET WORD WAS WITH AN ¢
SOD STRUCK A TENT OF HUMAN FLESH IN A
MISERABLE LITTLE LAND, IN THOSE DIRTY,
DUSTY ROADS TO BE "WITH" US! AN ETERNAL
CHRISTMAS PRESENCE WAS GIVEN THERE.
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§ STANDS FOR SERMON

HEIETIEATING BIBNERREADSHIN JORNSEGOSPEL:
IN THE BEGINNING WAS THE "SERMO," AND
liFE SERIM@ N ASEINIA D ERELES AN DEDVY ELT
AMONG US. THE ENGLISH WORD "SERMON"
[SEAACOGSNATEI@REIFEEITATINWORDHSERMO
A SERMON WAS THEREFORE BORN ON THAT
RIRSIFEE EIRSHENVVASSSMEEVAT S ERIM@INEWAS
@ EIRISTE AN DESIEANRSSRIIS ES @ INENERTRITEFSERS
MEONSRGE@BHE ANVESIORRREAGHERATSERNM@IN
AND THE SERMON WAS HIMSELF.

ISR ERESISHANNE@NENTHINGHIEIATESTANDS

12

OUT ABOUT JESUS CHRIST IN CONTRAST TO
OTHER FOUNDERS OF RELIGIONS, IT IS THAT
ONLY JESUS PREACHED HIMSELF. THAT BABE
LYING IN THAT MANGER CAME TO WALK
BUSTRASSTIREERS " i@ B ERSIE=NINEAR DI AND
WATCHED BY MANKIND. AND IF YOU WANT
TO KNOW WHAT GOD IS LIKE — HE IS LIKE
JESUSR@RMOL  KNOWRWIEI/ANESTO© D" @UIN
IN NEW TESTAMENT PREACHERS? OTHER
LEARINEBEIMENSS Al D @IESREENMESHEAE IH EY
WERE IGNORANT AND UNLEARNED MEN, BUT
THEY SAW SOMETHING ELSE. THEY HAD BEEN
WITH JESUS. THEY COMMUNICATED THE TRUE

13



SERMON, WHICH MUST EVER BE THE CHRIST-
MAS MESSAGE: KNOW CHRIST! (JOHN 17:3.)
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T STANDS FOR TRUTH

THEBIREETSAVS, & GO DEISHEGNIE Sl ATHIE
ISIEEIUE TEE BELE ALSE S/AYS OF JESUSy dlHlE

CAMEFULL OF GRACE AND TRUTH." THE JOY
| HAVE AT CHRISTMAS IS THE REVELATION OF
GOD'S INTEGRITY, AS WELL AS HIS LOVE.
COR ISEVAEAINST SIN.EIESSANSE = EGOR S|iN
CAME DEATH." BUT HE LOVES ME, AND ONE
WHOBIRDENG@TSIN HIABRI@SBIENIORPAY T E
PRICENIEAEI®@K @ AREROERAEESINSHCOD

KERIMIEIISEVW@RD:
WHEN | SEE THAT BABE IN THE MANGER
WiHE ULivATEDE PAIDHE PRICE @8 EOUR

15




ANDENVYSREDEMPII@NSWANES S ISEE FE FEYERY
@RIALENGE MI@ERERENVIRIH@ON IMUSIEEALE VAT

IHEFEEEFNORECODERWIRGHIKEPTEIST WORD:
@A LVARY EXRRESSERRR@NESBUTHITEWASIMADE
INE@CESSARYEEYGINUIIE® DaVY @ UL DIKEERIHIS
WORD AND CAUSE FULL PAYMENT FOR SIN —
EVENIFR@UIE] A YING THE [RYLEHRRIG =SV
SEEESIEAS @ARER@INEEEIRISTINIAS SV STHAIE
WANSEREMIN BEUSR@ESIRIEIRRICEE@RUEIEIGIFT.
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M STANDS FOR MESSIAH

WHEN SIN CAME, GOD COULD NOT JOIN
WITH SIN, AND MAN WAS SEPARATED FROM
NHES@URECE GOF LIFEITSELEMVEIENRIESUSIVIAS
B@RINIEE ITEE ISONF @ EIIRINEISE CONETI®©
SEEK AND TO SAVE THAT WHICH WAS LOST."
(MATTHEW 18:11.) THAT'S THE MISSION OF HIS
COMING.

MESSIAH MEANS "DELIVERER." GOD'S DE-
HVERERSE@REAYS ER@NMESHEIANERNVIS I Elel S il E
CONSEQUENECESHORR@URIESIING: SlATS 5 E
MESSITATHEE@IN@ERT JINEHRSEEUIEENES S lIEHE
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DEATH OF JESUS OPENED THE DOOR FOR
CIOBE O REACH AND DELMER TS U ©)F

OUR SEPARATION TO DELIVER US FROM SIN
AND TS DEATH.

THE MESSIAH IN' A MANGER WAS THE DE-
LIVERER. THAT'S WHY THE ANGEL SANG THAT
FIRST CHRISTMAS NIGHT: "FEAR NOT: FOR BE-
HOLD | BRING YOU GOOD TIDINGS OF GREAT
Joe 19 LUKEZ o))
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A STANDS FOR ADAM THE SECOND

WHEN CHRISTMAS CAME, ONE ARRIVED
FROM HEAVEN'S THRONE TO HELP, TO BE-

COME*NEAR OF KIN WITH THE PRICE OF RE-
DEMPTION. BY THE FIRST ADAM CAME DEATH,
BY THE SECOND ADAM CAME LIFE! (I. COR.
15:45-55.) PEACE WITH GOD IS OBTAINED, JOY
TO THE WORLD! YOU CAN RELATE TO GOD
AGAIN BECAUSE A NEW RACE IS BORN. THE
BIBLE SAYS THAT HE IS THE FIRSTBORN
AMONG MANY BRETHREN. HE NOT ONLY DIED
FOR MY SINS AND YOURS, BUT GOD RAISED
HIM UP TO REDEEM US ALL THAT WE MIGHT

1




BEERE@RINSINTI@SHEESEAMIIRE @ FHCI® B S A
SIVESHUSEIN ©PERE @ RRIEIFERENTERINAIEAN DR EAE
TOO, IS WHAT CHRISTMAS IS ABOUT.
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S STANDS FOR SON

EERESARESIVV@FINTERESHINERREFERENCES
@ IlEL &S @ NEHIIN I ESPSANEVISERRILIE (| ©RD
HATRESAID SUNITG ME STHIGURARIEEMY. 'S@N:
NiEISERANERAVETREC @IIENSTSEES R S/ANM2:7)
THEFEBREWAW@RDIF@RES@INRRUSEDIERENS
VBEN.EANDERERERS TGO UTFEIEREIRSHBORN: #KISS
NIFERSOINEPS ALV = 2= S ERIESI I E N EBREVY
WORBEE@RE S @ NI SEBARSVANBENER EEERSHIG)
NEEH@INERVWISI@FC/ARRIESSNFIESEUEE NI ER
ANE@ER@ I ESRAGE SN GIEUSTEAREIER ER@N
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RUNNERS@EiHEREINIE

THE DIFFERENCE IS SUBTLE; BUT THE MEAN-
INGRIS S DI EEERENISIINSIEIEE REWESC SRS TEAIE
FIRSTBORN SON OF GOD, ALSO CARRIES THE
EUEENINHERITANCER@ERCS @B (P L5 2:9- 1)

S ODRFREACESHUCHINE@ RIS ANDSEESRUIES
HSEINT@ IS SEINEAGERANDHISIESSAWS i OU
AREEMYEES @ N SERIEIENESIESSAN S i KIS S i E
S@NFAN DR ERERNES ISR E=S @ NI @ S| SHlIE
HEIRTOE VAR REIINIGISEA N DSV ESBEC OME
"JOINT HEIRS" (ROM. 8:17) WITH HIM WHEN
WE ACCEPT HIS LORDSHIP OVER OUR LIVES
[SHIMB@NZEDEBY RIS SHIIEI E S @ N W EFES©
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BEAUMIEVEEYEEXRRESSESHE@NE):
Ol WA A CRIRISTMAS EIEIL
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S0, WHAT IS CHRISTMAS?

CHRISTMAS IS CHRIST: OUR | !ELPER, RE-
DEEMER-KINSMAN, IMMANUEL, SERMON,
TRUTH, MESSIAH, THE SECOND ADAM — THE
SON. THAT BABE IN THE MANGER ONE DAY
WILL RULE OVER ALL THIS EARTH. ONE DAY
HE'LL BECOME KING OF KINGS, LORD OF
LORDS. AND YOU CAN JOIN HIS KINGDOM
IN' THE SYMBOLIC ACT OF GIVING YOUR LIFE
TO HIM. "KISS THE SON" ON CHRISTMAS!
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Booke by Same futbor

A HOLE IN ROME

THESENSTEWORD

L)

THE STRANGEST STORY IN THE BIBLE

OH LORD, DELIVER ME FROM
MYA PROBIENIS S
but let me keep my pigs!

FROM “LODEBAR" . . . a place of no pastures
LIFT UP NOW THINE EYES
BORN BLIND? So what . . .

Don’t bother me with questions,

Just show me the need.

25



Booka by Same rfutlor

FOUR MOUNTAINS IN A TROUBLED LAND

GO COUEMNERBESENER YAV EIERE?
SO HE MADE MOTHERS!

LHE BEESSEDS EIRESINSNEERN ALLEYROE WEEPING

GODSHEQRNVIUIEATFOR JOY

[ESUSECERISIRSEESTPER - NIUUT or
SUPER-NATURAL?
(A Philosopher Looks at Christ)




