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The fundamental teaching of
this Order is that in u:?
Soul there is a Divine Guid-
ance which, if the human per-
sonality will listen, will clearly
indicate that which is right
and wrong.
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REFERENCE INDEX

The abbreviated references at the end
of the quotations refer to page and para-
graph in the following text books of the
Order:

I$iSeiceieeeceannnnnns The Voice of Isis
Aquaria........ The Message of Aquaria
Letters........ Letters from the Teacher
Keyecouuun... The Key of the Universe
War...cooeu... The Philosophy of War
Sound....ccocn... The Soundless Sound
Silence...c...... The Temple of Silence

The other abbreviations refer to the
lessons of the Order now out of print,
but which will all ultimately be produced
in book form.



FOREWORD

Golden in their wisdom and luminous
with love, the treasured thoughts
grolupedf herein have been to me as life
itselt.

Meditate on them in gratitude and
they shall give you Light in the hour of
darkness, Courage in defeat, Faith in
time of trial, Patience in adversity, Love
when beset by hate, Wisdom in the midst
of error, and the Key to find the Master
whom you seek.

Where your secret thought is, there
are you.

Let this little book guide you into the
Gates of Wisdom—aye, to the Heart of
Love itself.

F. K. D.






SPIRITUAL GROWTH

T is not what your hands are doing,
but what your heart is worshiping
that determines your growth.
Isis, 33-1.

In every heart there is a well so deep
and still that it can reflect only one star
at a time, and this star, whatever it be,
is, for the time it is reflected there, the
guiding star of your desnny.

Isis, 36-3.

To think much about your shortcom-
ings and limitations is but to give them
life and force, for thoughts are things
and create after their kind. Determine
to think strength, love and confidence un-
til you draw them to you and build them
into your life. Letters, 19-2.

If you stumble, do not waste a mo-
ment’s thought over it, but remember the
lesson from it and say: “I must be up
and doing. That is past, and gone and
it shall not hold me back.” Truly noth-
ing can hold you back unless you hold
to it.
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If you were rumming a race and
tripped and fell, would you waste time
carefully inspecting the spot where you
fell and wondering how it happened?
No! You would be up and on, intent
only on reaching the goal, not even con-
scious of the bruises you had received.
‘Thus must you run the race which ends
in Mastery. Isis, 133-2.

To reach Mastery each Soul must live
up to the life and the conceptions of
Truth as revealed to him in his own re-
ligion, nation and environment.

Isis, 399-2.

The Path (to Mastery) is the Path of
Renunciation; it is also a path of glori-
ous_achievement. .

Upon it you will find many things to
comfort you during the long nights of
darkness and the days of combat, many
resting places, many joys. . ..

The renunciation must be the renun-
ciation of the dominion of the lower
self and the discipline and training of
its desires and appetites.  Isis, 296-2.

No one can claim to give spiritual de-
velopment. Only the Soul itself can
eamn it. Letters, 69-2.
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Spiritual growth is not a matter of
what goes into the stomach—but of the
devotion with which you live out the
ideals of your heart.

Each one, however, is responsible for
the condition of all his bodies and must
give them due attention, the attention
necessary to keep any high-bred animal,
of which high-grade work is expected,
in good physical condition,

Isis, 397-3-2.

Just go about your Father’s business
cach day accomplishing the tasks that
are yours....each day doing the
little things, bright-eyed, clear-visioned,
and with a cheerful countenance, seeing
the stones and ruts in your path, but able
to see how to step over or around them
because the Light within your heart has
become the light of your world, com-
bining Love and Wisdom.

Mystery of Elements, 4-1.

Every positive stand you take builds
character, increases your strength, lifts
you out of your negative state, gives you
power to conquer your weaknesses and
tends to make promptness, courage, reso-
lution and trust habits which will re-
place the negative habit of making ex-
cuses, Mental Foundation, 2-2.
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Seck earnestly for the particular line
of teaching which most appeals to you
and which proves most helpful to your
spiritual growth, then, while recognizing
the good in all others and being tolerant
of all divergent views, be well-grounded
in your chosen teaching, so that you can-
not be misled or carried away by sophis-
try, but will remain unmoved as long as
the teaching feeds your spiritual hun-
ger. Isis, 298-1.

If you bask in the Sun of Righteous-
ness, to keep from growing normally
would be impossible.

Learn to love, and forget.

Become so interested in works of mercy
and helpfulness that you will know that
you are growing only by the perfume
of good that surrounds you and by your
increased ability to help others.

Letters, 17-2.

Your life must be an unfolding of
that which you, and no one clse, are in
tended to be. Hence you cannot judge
or lay dowm laws for another.

Never seek merely to copy another or
to gather the forces which belong to an-
other, but recognize and build into your
character the germs of good to be found
in every thing, within yourself and with-
in your environment.
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Without the perfection of your char-
acter the whole plan of the Universe
would lack. .

If you consciously redeem and uplift
cvery mistake, fault or experience, your
life will be a continual unfolding from
within by a utilization of that which is
without, rather than a vain striving to
copy or be something which you are not.
But in this unfoldment seek diligently to
find the germs of that which the Real
Self is trying to manifest, else you will
be but building up a mental conception
of what you think you should be and ig-
noring those characteristics which are
really you. .

The Lord Jesus Christ, ii, 3-3.

There is no rogl road to Divine Wis-
dom. There is, however, a straight and
narrow path to spiritual unfoldment. It
is found only by wedding Knowledge to
Understanding and Love to Wisdom. It
must be trodden step by step, often in
weariness and with bleeding feet,
Isis, 280-2.

If we control one selfish trait which
before held us captive, we may know
that we have taken a real step upward,
. And the first and greatest of all mag-
ical powers to be attained by the pupil
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is the magical power of controlling him-
self; of day after day mastering the
little things, with no heroics, perhaps
with no one to commend him or realize
that he is making any effort, yet still
controlling his little tempers, his little
impatiences, little acts of selfishness, his
tendency to criticize, and all the little,
trifling things he knows are wrong, but
which seem too petty to be worth men-
tioning. . . . The building of these little
lessons into his life is the most “prac-
tical” formula that can be given him.
Isis, 382-383.

Victory over discouragement is one of
the greatest victories man can win.
Isis, 45-2.

Have you no confidence in the love
and power of the great Masters of Wis-
dom to protect and sustain you when
you study Their teachings or would be
about Their business?

Mental Foundation.

Words are sacred things though few
there be who realize it.

Words should be to thought what
steam is to the engine; if directed to the
cylinder and flywheel the engine does



Spiritual Growth 15

perfect work, but if the steam escapes
through many tiny holes and cracks, the
power available for real work is dimin-
ished; and wasted steam, like idle words,
is an indication of dissipated power. . . .
Do not consider them idle, however,
even if apparently trifling and foolish,
provided they bring cheer and comfoit
into the life of some other. They are
only idle when wasted in mere talking
instead of doing, Letters, 20-1.

Think what one kind word can dol
How it can bring sunshine and peace
and courage into your own life and the.
lives of others!

Waste no force in frivolous or nega-
tive chatter; speak only positive words,
words of love, words of power.

If your brother offend you, speak
words of love that your heart may send
back nothing but love,

Never withhold a sincere word of love
or endearment, or a word of help, en-
couragement or health. A kind word
spoken even to a stray dog will not re-
turn to you void.

We cannot emphasize too strongly
this fact: “That every idle word (either
spoken or written) that men shall speak,
they shall give account thereof in the
day of judgment.” Isis, 175-176.
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Do not criticise others, even though
your criticism seems just, for to do so
you must dwell mentally in the condi-
tions you criticise. . . . Isis, 385-3

Shut out destructive, disintegrating
thoughts; refuse to give them added life
and power. Think only vital, helpful,
cheerful, constructive thoughts. S
only wise, loving, cheerful, helpful
words. The Great Book, 2.

To control sensation is the first step
toward Mastery.

Until this step has been taken all oth-
crs are barred by the very laws of Na-
ture, for the seat of sensation is in the
astral body, which is the path of com-
munication between the physical and the
spiritual. Letters, 42-1.

If you go through life with desire in-
stead of Will for motive power, spiritu-
ally you are drifting aimlessly with the
tide. And there is no more hopeless per-
son than one who merely desires to be
good, desires to be liberal, to be happy,
to be thought well of, yet who makes no
definite effort of Will to attain his ideal.

M;ke your liffe forceful, witdeill
standing back of everything you do or
think, But at the same time draw close
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and let the mother-love pervade and
bring forth the Christ in you, so that all
who meet you will recognize that while
you are positive and forceful, you are
also loving.

Better 15 he who with an open mind
Wills to do and makes a mistake, than
he who stands still or drifts along on the
exhaust steam of desire. For if he is
earnestly pressing forward, the imper-
fect or mistaken attainment of today
will be left behind without a sigh to-
morrow, for the advance he has made
will give him a fuller understanding and
a greater appreciation of what is best
for his spiritual unfoldment and he will
see his goal draw closer and closer as
he draws closer and closer to the per-
fect manifestation of Divine Will and
Love, Aquoria, 72.

Each can help himself best by helping
all humanity; for as Nature abhors a
vacuum, the more love and purity you

ur out for humanity, the more rushes
m to take its place. Isis, 268-2,

Love is the one and only reality which
endures from eternity to etemnity. . ..
In nature, water is the chief factor
which makes the earth bring forth, while
in man that which is symbolized by wa-
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ter—the Great Mother principle (Love)
—brings forth spiritual fruits,
Isis, 198-2.

All temptations met with on the Path
come through various aspects of Love,
even Jesus in the wilderness being
obliged to face and conquer the love of
power, dominion and ambition.

we see Love manifesting as

love of gold, love of power, love of self,

love of pleasure, love of animal gratifi-

cation and so forth—all perverted or
negative polarizations of Divine Love.
Isis, 197-3.

When it is once grasped that the
working out of a personal salvation is
the only way really to help the world‘,
the man who neglects it is a retarder o
the public good. Letters, 44-2.

Many pupils ask for something practi-
cal to do to develop occult powers and
manifest the higher life. Noting the ef-
fect of your words is practical and most
important, and until at least some con-
ception of the power of speaking kindly
and lovingly but to some purpose, and
some degree of mast over it has
been attained, the development of all
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other occult powers will be retarded, if
not actually prevented. Isis, 175-2.

Since man is the microcosm of the
macrocosm, in his spiritual evolution he
must pass through stages analogous both
to his own physical evolution and that
of the planet, just as during his inter-
uterine life he passes through the evo-
lutionary stages of the early Races—
vegetative, animal, human, Isss, 210-2.

Let each Soul take the little grains of
experience in his or her nature, learn
the lessons from them and build round
them layer after layer of love and de-
votion until they become pearls of Wis-
dom; Aguaria, 261.

Many declare they find it impossible
to live out their true selves; but the in-
ner development will always manifest, no
matter what the environment.

If a Soul fails to demonstrate that it
is spiritually advanced it simply means
that it has not attained to or created the
state that it desires to manifest.

If one is absorbed in petty cares, to
the exclusion of higher aims, it means
that he has not outgrown petty condi-
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tions; for if he had he would find time
to follow the higher leadings and mani-
fest them in his life. Isis, 275-2,

The battle is not onc-sided. In fact,
“He that is with you (your Higher Self)
is greater than he (the personality or
lower self) that is against you.”

Isis, 92-1.

He who says he has realized the Di-
vine within himself, yet only as power
for his own upliftment, and who uses it
only for his own advancement, has never
even approached that realization.

Isis, 73-2.

The first Gate to be passed is the at-
tainment of Charity and Tolerance for
all; a realization of Divine Love, and an
earnest desire to become one with The
Christ-force which is manifesting in
your fellow man. This is the first Gate
to be entered because intolerance is a
bar to further progress. Isis, 297-1.

An important point to remember, is
not to copy the actions of others or try
to square your life with the ideals of
others, but bravely seek deep within
your own being for the germs of action
implanted in the personality by the
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Higher Self and make the personality
measure to the ideal given you by
your own Higher Self. .

In other words, find yourself, do your
own thinking, and live true to your own
divine guidance. Isis, 132-1.

Before the student can receive spir-
itual illumination all old conceptions or
coverings to his understanding must be
put off or laid aside that the understand-
ing may receive the Light direct.

Isis, 317-1.

You are often told to live close to Na-
ture, yet very few understand the sig-
nificance of that injunction.... To
live close to Nature is to fecl your one-
ness with her; to realize that the same
forces are operating in you—in your
body, in your mind, in your spiritual
life—as in the verdant hills and budding
trees.

It does not necessarily mean living in
a tent or sleeping on the ground, but it
does mean correlating your conscious-
ness with Nature, trying through medi-
tation to enter the phases of natural
growth and development, recognizing the
similarity and the oneness of all growth,

Letiers, 25-26.
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In Nature you will find an explana-
tion of every experience through which
you pass. The Christ Seed.

It is just as selfish to permit your hu-
mility to occupy the foreground in your
thoughts and continually impose it upon
the thoughts of others, as continually to
seek your own pleasure. [sis, 132-2.

What would be a slight lapse from vir-
tue in a savage or in the lgnorant, be-
comes a cyclone of iniquity, sweeping
many before it, in one who has entered
the mner degrees of occultism; for upon
each inner step every vibration is multi-
plied a thousand fold.

The disciple should absolutely master
(gain perfect control of, not suppress)
all hfe-forees ere he attempis to enter
the inner degrees, or his failure is fore-
ordained. Isis, 251-2.

Truth is more than merely refraining
from speaking falsely. It means being
true in cvery phase of your thoughts,
desires and life, being true to your Di-
vine Self.

Let Truth search out every hidden
fault and failing that you may recognize
and correct it
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Have no false conceptions, no veils to
hide your real character from you.
Above all things be true. Think true.
Act true. Live true.

The New Jerusalem, 4.



DUTY

E first duty of each student of the
higher life is to make a careful anal-
ysis and decide what are real and what
are superficial duties, then so to order
his life that the real, vital and first duty
of caring for his Immortal Soul will not
be crowded out. Isis, 30-2.

The mustard seed grows into a mus-
tard tree, with all its healing and medic-
inal qualities; the Rose develops into
the queen of all flowers, giving out its
rcfre.:lltling perfume—the symbol of love
~—to all.

The spiritual lesson is_that both grow
and unfold by merely doing the duty that
lies nearest, that which is next at hand.
They assimilate the earth-forces, the
water, the air and the sun. Go thou
and do likewise. Letters, 18-2.

It would be impossible for you to
take one step onward while you were
leaving any real duty undone.

Isis, 30-1.
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All real duties confront you because
in your cvolution you have set up con-
ditions which make just such tasks nec-
essary to_build into your Soul certain
qualities in which you are lackmg e
and thhout the lessons they teach your
character is incomplete.

Hence they are the things which, when
they are performed and the qualities
they are meant to develo] 1{ are incorpo-
rated into your being, will give you the
strength and ability to take your next
step. Ists, 30-2.

If you perform a duty because you are
compelled to, and fail to incorporate its
lesson in your heart, at your next step
you will find yourself confronted by an-
other duty of the same general charac-
ter but far more difficult of performance,
and this will continue until you not only
perform the duty, but gain the lacking
quality of Soul this duty is intended to
inculcate. Isis, 31-2.

Take the little duties as they come,
for not one step can be missed.
Letters, 18-1.

‘There is no duty higher than the one
which lies nearest, provided it be a real
one. Isis, 33-2.
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Your body is the Temple of the Living
God. It is your duty to see that in
every way it is kept a fit dwelling place
for the God within. The chief requisite
for this is absolute purity of body, mind
and heart.

No natural function of the body but
is pure and wholesome when used for
its proper purpose. No natural act is,
of itself, impure. It becomes impure
only through impure thoughts concern-
ing it.

Not alone impure acts but also im-
pure thoughts, even if only subcon-
sciously held, are a source of defilement.

The whole problem rests upon your
ability to purify your thoughts concern-
ing all the forces and functions of your
bodies. Isis, 215-1; 216-217.

It is not a real duty to try to relieve
another from doing his plain duty.
Isis, 33-2,

Know well the burdens of all Souls
are sent in Love. Deprive them not of
the strength they bring, lest, alas, for
Iack of the burdens you would bear they
should lose the prize.

oundless Sound, 27-4.
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Since all real duties are your task, in
them lies your opportunity, and in their
Pro; performanee lies your victory.

ot in the performance merely, but
in the attitude of mind you hold toward
them and the manner of their perform-
ance, Isis, 31-2.

There is one real duty which con-
fronts all students of the higher life
that cannot be ignored, i. e, to decide
just what avenue of help is most benefi-
cial, not only to their own advancement,
but also the one which brings the great-
est amount of practical help to human-
ity.

Hence, your first duty is conscien-
tiously, prayerfully and earnestly to seek
for the special channel through which
you desire to help humanity, and when
found throw into that channel all you
have to give, whether it be money—the
casiest of all things to give—or love, de-
votion and thought, or service.

Isis, 32-2,



KARMA

ARMA is the implacable Law of

Cause and Effect, bringing to you
in exact justice the net results of your
past thoughts, desires and acts, but it
does not do so in detail and hence is
not the Nemesis it is so frequently rep-
resented to be.

“For the only decree of Karma—an
eternal and immutable decree—is abso-
lute Harmony in the world of Matter
as it is in the world of Spirit.”

It is not your acts that are the cause
of your Karma, but the possession or

of certain Soul-qualities which is
the cause of r thoughts, desires and
acts, whose effects are brought to you by
the great Law of Harmony for read-
justment. ..

Disobedience to the Divine Law is not
punished but is adjusted, even though
the adjustment brings about sorrow and
suffering,

Everything that comes to you as trouble
or sorrow is simply the result of your
own shortcomings, your failure to learn
the lessons which less painful experiences
should have taught you.



Karma 2

The main idea of Karma, then, is not
one of punishment for past failures, but
that you may learn your lesson and gain
as quickly as possible the Soul-qualities
needed, that you may fulfill your des-
tiny, your special place and work in the

Grand Plan. Isis, 116-3; 117-1.

Know ye not the conditions of life in
which you find f are those best
fitted for your growth?

Souudle:: Sound, 31-2.

The adjustment of Karma is brought
about consciously dn'ouil: spiritual at-
tainment. tters, 116-3.

If you refuse to recognize the lesson,
or run away from the conditions ere
they are conquered, you will have to

meet them again and again in various
forms in this and other lives until vic-
tory is gained. Isis, 34-2.

The Law works as compensation in
that in_every experience, be it painful or
otherwise, there is a compensating pow-
er lfo be thed orﬂa reward which is
well wo e suffering necessary to
build it into Soul-growth,

Inextricably blended with the Law as
Compensation is that aspect known as
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Karma, That is, effects of causes set up
in previous times or former lives are
brought to you in orderly sequence to
be worked out, and in turn to set up
fresh causes,

The great point to understand in this
manifestation of the Law is that Karma
is neither a reward nor a ishment for
past deeds—and still less is it an aveng-
mg Nemesis remorselessly exacting “an
eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth”
—but is the effect of causes in the sense
that it brings to the Soul the opportunity
to learn certain lessons which it has not
learned in a past life, hence which the
Law of Love brings_to it through this
manifestation that it may gain the
Soul-quality needed for further prog-
ress, Isis, 194-195

No matter what the burden laid upon
you, it is not laid there merely that you
may suffer, nor does any God wish you
to bear it. It is yours because some-
where, sometime you missed a lesson in
life that only such a burden could teach

you.

Therefore, conditions worked together

and you were brought face to face with
your lesson. Try to realize this,

if you can admit that what you

are forced to bear is meant merely as a
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lesson to point out some shortcoming or
absolute fault, know well that the mo-
ment you learn the lesson or correct the
fault the experience will no longer be
needed and it will pass away.

Letiers, 24-1.

Whatever the condition that confronts

you, know well that it will never leave

u until you have gained the Wisdom
it is intended to teach, Isis, 34-2.

Do not rail at your experiences or con-
ditions of life, but rather welcome them
as opportunities to gain new lessons, ex-
periences whose mastery will give you
added stren and understanding.

Do not fight or fear conditions but
welcome them; for the thing you fear
exhausts you, while the thing you wel-
come yields you its strength and power.

The Christ, 3-1.

There is only one way effectually to
bring about a better condition, and that
is to recognize that you are where you
are because the Soul, or Higher Self,
realizes that there is some important les-
son to learn which those conditions can
teach better than any other, and set to
work to learn that lesson,

Realize that conditions do not really
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retard, but are intended to make you
think and take account of stock. First,
try to determine what lesson you must
learn, then take it determinedly to heart
until you have conquered.

We know that no man has conditions
given to him that he does not need, and
that the moment he gets out_of a condi-
tion, its highest good, he is rid of it for-
ever. Letters,

Try to realize that when bound on the
Wheel of Karma, to struggle but makes
the cords cut deeper into your quivering
flesh, Stop struggling. Lo! I say unto
you: Peace, be still. All is well,

Learn the lesson of saying, “Thy will
be done,” knowing that the Will of the
Father is victory and that it will and
must be done. Letters, 19-2.

If the Soul were obliged to reap all
the Karma in one life that it had gen-
erated in the last preceding life there
would be neither time nor opportunity
for progress.

erefore, the Lords of Light hold
back a certain percentage from each
life, and manipulate the currents of force
so that a chance is given the Soul to
l_eamﬂwmamlessonofthelasturth
life and at the same time have an op-
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portunity to gain entirely new -experi-
ences,

But, before final liberation can come,
cach Soul must, of its own choice, take
up all the accumulated odds and ends
of Karma and work them out or re-
deem them. Letters, 125-1.

Just as the grosser flame sweeps the
forest, so the subtler “fire of the Lord”
or the fire of the Law (Karma), before
which the earthly man is but chaff,
sweeps humanity.

The flames that consume the debris,
the underbrush and the twining para-
sites which sap the vitality of the giant
trees also cause new vegetation to
spring up. Likewise in our hearts after
we have passed through a karmic burn-
ing we find new and unexpected mani-
festations of life and growth.

Think of the burnings of karmic Law
not as something to which you must
school yourself, something that will de-
prive you of every happiness, take from
you your cherished ideals and bring
naught but desolation, but think of it
n its constructive aspect. .

Realize that just as the heat and life
and light of the sun penetrate the earth
to bring forth the seeds, so shall these
subtle fires of Karma sink deep into
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your heart and germinate all the sceds
of immortal power which you have
stored up in past incarmations and
which only await the fire to sweep away
old conditions—everything that inter-
feres with your spiritual growth—to
germinate and put forth,

Declare yourself ready to stand in the
burnings of the Law, not passively giv-
ing up because it is your Karma, but
that your heart and mind and life—all
that is manifested on all planes—may be
purified and make way for the new spir-
tual growth.

Fire of the Low, 2-4: 3-1: 4-3.

A golden vessel to be placed upon the
King’s table must pass through a seven-
times heated furnace and be hammered
and tested and purified until the gold is
without a flaw; then it must be fash-
ioned into the shape best adapted to its
purpose. So it is with the vessel of clay
which we call our perscnality.

Isis, 35-3.

Since all evolution tends to develop
more more perfect organisms
through which greater and ﬂ;ater de-
grees of freedom from the dage of
external conditions can manifest, we can
be truly free from the bonds of Karma
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only as we work with evolution through
the seeking of those things which are
our own and following those things
which will perfect and thus hasten our
evolution. This is not attained by self-
ishly trampling on the freedom or rights
of others that we may advance, for to
do so is to develop selfishness, but
through harmonious co-operation for the
good of all, Key, 305.

We do not mind bearing trials when
we know that we are merely correcting
mistakes made in a past life, or else
learning needed lessons in this.

Trials are not given as punishments,
but as the only means of making us
learn the lessons that will fit us to take
our real places at the right hand of God-
the-Father, and to gain a greater reali-
zation of His nearness and help while
here below. Letters, 210-3.

Understand clearly, whatever sick-
nesses, troubles or trials come to a per-
son they are either the result of broken
law or are conditions given by the
Higher Self to teach certain necessary
Jessons and thus gain the experience
needed to take the Soul a step onward.

Often by pouring his personal magne-
tism (prana) into the aura of a patient,
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or by sheer force of Will, one may so
influence another as temporarily to
drive away sickness or trouble, but if
the real lesson which the sickness or
trouble was meant to teach has not been
learned by the patient, the moment the
will-power is withdrawn the trouble w:ll
return. Or, if the will-power has been

strong enough, the trouble may be driv-
en back off the physlcal-plane to appear
upon some higher plane, perhaps n a
different form such as some form of
nervous disorder or mental trouble,

Letters, 169.

All broken contracts and all disobedi-
ence to the Law produce inharmony on
all planes at the same time. And the
persons bringing into action the particu-
lar inharmonious note must themselves
rcadjust every wave of inharmony that

has been produced by their acts before
harmony can be restored in their lives.
This is a benign and beneficent law; for
it is only by mpmg what we have sown,
and eating the fruits thereof, that we
can ever learn to plant wheat instead
of tares.

It is not denial of mharmony that set-
tles the score, but a recognition of it and
thiicorremon of its cause.

will-power you push it



Karma 37

aside and apparently gain either health,
wealth or some other earthly comfort
ere the readjustment is made, the inhar-
mony will gather force by the very push-
ing back and will sweep over you again
and again until it is recognized and ad-
justed. True healing combines all physi-
cal agencies with the psychic and the
Divine, for these three are one.
Letters, 170-176.

haThe press.l}rethfrom_ thf‘:lithb‘;ut annft
m you, i e wi properly
balanced. Isis, 44-2.

Every inharmony is continually work-
ing toward readjustment, just as all
wounds tend to heal, and all forms of
disease to cure Ives.

Silence, 27-4.

As the conditions of life flow to it the
Soul consciously gathers out of the va-
ried experiences of life just those germs
of good (lessons) that are neceded to
make it grow into the likeness of the
perfected Being which that particular in-
dividual is destined to become,

The Lord Jesus Christ, ii, 3-2.

All seeds are planted in the earth, yet
each seed grows into the particular
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plant whose germ and pattern are with-
m. So each Soul is planted in the soil
of its earthly environment, with the pat-
tern of the perfect man to be embodied
within the sheath of his personality.
That which brings unrest and dissatis-
faction is the effort and striving to man-
ifest something that is not within.
The Iron Age, 4.

How many would gladly attempt to
bear the hardships and sufferings of
their loved ones rather than stand aside
and permit them to fulfill their karmic
destiny in exact justice.

But their loved ones cannot be puri-
fied and pass on to higher things, if their
burdens are borne for them and they
are not allowed to meet their tests and
stand in the fiery furnace which they in
ages past have lighted. .

Stand aside then, and while giving all
love, sympathy and encouragement, al-
low all to meet their tests and burnings
that they may be purified and advance
to higher things. Isis, 82-83.

Every word we utter has not only its
vibrations, but, together with the form,
color and number of the letters compos-
ing it, possesses a potency that will never
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die, but go on and on through the ages
until we, their creator, by the power
of The Christ within, shall have re-
deemed them. Be their power for good
or ill, it forms one of the very consider-
able forces that go to make up the law
of rma,

Suffering of itself has no purifying
or uplifting power.

It is uplifting only when the lesson
which necessitated it has been learned
and the lacking Soul-quality has been
built into the character. Isis, 39-2.

Know absolutely, that the Law is, and
that it must work out. If one jot or tit-
tle of the Law could go wrong in your
personal affairs, all creation would be
thrown out of harmony.

Letters, 195-2.

As you realize that it is yourself who
is responsible for all the disturbing in-
fluences which surround you, and that it
rests with you to overcome them by
eliminating their causes, you have begun
in the right way to work with the Law
and gain Self-knowledge and Self-poise.

Make yourself one with the Law and
all its manifestations will work in har-
mony. Isis, 119-1.
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Bodily weakness should not be looked
upon either as a failure or as a karmic
debt, although in some cases it might be
cither or both. However, no matter
what its immediate cause, it is a lesson.
Often it is a needed lesson in patience
and sympathy for suffering that locks
the Soul in such a body, but more often
it is a lesson that only a great Soul is
ready to learn. Letters, 165-2.

You who weep; you who feel discour-
aged; lift up your hearts and know that
today, in this very hour, the mighty
forces from out the unknown are being
poured out upon you. Open your heart
and mind and receive them.

The Iron Age, 4.



REINCARNATION

NO one is ready to learn the truth of
rexnmtnatxon to whom it does not

Only those who feel an inward urge to
lt;zow the whole truih need have it given

em.

The whole object of rebirth is for
each Soul to attain all-around Soul-per-
fection, learn all the lessons life can
teach,andthusbepreparedtodom
work in the Grand P
. Even if it were possible for a2 man to
gain all knowledge and have all experi-
ence in one life, nevertheless the stupen-
dous task of evolutxon, from an atom to

would require incalculable aeons.

ring our life-period to a day,

as we might we expect a child to ac-

quire_the experience and wisdom of a

life-time between sunrise and sunset.

. « o Perfection could not be attained
in one life. . Isis, 278-2.

If each Soul were required to redeem
in one life all its mistakes and spiritual-
ize every atom with which it had been
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connected in even one life, the Cycle of
Necessity would be never-ending,
Instead of this all tasks that are be-
yond the strength of the Soul in any one
incarnation are held back until it has
grown strong enough little by little to
work them out. Isis, 181-1.

Each Soul is judged at the close of
cach life-cycle by the sum total of how
much he has overcome, how much of the
lower self he has illumined by the high-
er spiritual consciousness, War, 24.

The “I’ is the Higher Self, the over-
shadowing Father-in-heaven. It is the
True Self in that it is the Ego—a Spark
of the Infinite—incarnating again and
again in an animal body for the purpose
of gaining experience in matter and,
through its informing of physical atoms
in an earthly body, to help redeem (spir-
itualize) matter. ., .

The lower selves are like the outer
husks of the seed which are dissolved
and their substance indrawn to form
nourishment for the seed, to enrich it
and enable it to grow and blossom. . . .

The body wears out and is cast aside
just as a_garment is, and a new one put
on; but the Self never changes.

It gains more experience and needs a
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better garment from time to time until,
finally, it masters the matter which
makes up its physical garments and im-
mortalizes it so that the persomality is
swallowed up in the Individuality; the
mortal J:uts on immortality and becomes
one with its Father-in-heaven,
Letters, 27-2: 40-2.

Many ask, “Why is not the memory of
past lives more common?” There 13 a
ﬁ:ﬁp reason for this. ... Most Souls

the memory of the trials of one life
as much as the personality can bear,
therefore the complete remembrance of
all it had endured in its many lives
would tend to crush it.

It is memory that haunts; that drives
to insanity.

No one day can hold enough sorrow
to dishearten utterly the personality; it
is the accumulated burden that over-
whelms . . . therefore we will never
be permitted to remember our past lives
until we have advanced beyond the point
where the griefs, the ills, and the un-
kindness done us can affect us, make us
worry or become discouraged and thus
retard our progress.

We will not remember until we have
gained that poise which nothing can dis-
turb; until we have become centered in
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the thought that to manifest Divine Love
in perfection is all that is worth striv-
ing for. Isis, 270-271.

_The object_of evolution is for man-
to gain Wisdom out of every con-
dition. Isis, 34-2.



THE CHRIST
PRAYER FOR LIGHT

O CHRIST! Light Thou within my
Heart the Flame of Divine Love and
Wisdom, that I may dwell forever in the
Radiance of Thy Countenance, and rest
in the Light of Thy Snnlel

The Mystic Christ is not a personality,
but a Divine Essence. It is a spiritual
emanation from the Godhmd, the Son
of God or the Godhead in its creative
. + that Mystic Power or Principle

whxch 'fructifies and animates all mani-
festations of life.

It is the Divine Creative Force, a
great stream of llfevgwmg, creative Es-
sence which manifests in all things on
all planes as the animating Principle of
the One Life.

The Mystic Christ, 2, 3.

The Christ-force, therefore, is the ani-
mating Power back of all life and evo-
Lnaltnon—physxcal, mental, psychic, spirit-

In Nature it is the unquenchable urge
toward perfection which adapts the or-
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ganism to its environment. Among men
it is the divine urge toward union with
God; the effort “to bring the divine
wnthm them into harmony with the di-
vine in the universe,” as the mystic phi-
losopher Plotinus expresses it.

The Mystic Christ, 3-2.

It is this mystic, informing, vivifying
Principle (The Christ-force), manifest~
ing in and through Him, to which Jesus
referred when He said: “I am the liv-
ing bread which came down from heaven;
if any man eat of this bread, he shall
live forever: and the bread that I will
give is my flesh, which I will give for
the life of the world. ...
eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood,
Jhath eternal life.”

Manifestly such statements could not
apply to any human flesh and blood, or
even to an historical personality, but
were used figuratively for that immortal,
universal, mystic Prmcxple which the
personalnty of Jesus embodied. .

Etema] lb life cannot tted obumedml;yl
merely observing or studying spiri
truths, for they must be eaten and as-
similated into the nature, built into the
character, made a part of the life—just
as physical food must be assimilated to
be built into the body—and manifest as
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love, tolerance, charity, brotherhood and
purity, ere you have truly eaten of the
body of The Christ.

The Mystic Christ, 4-2.

Only as The Christ-force is embodied
in you can you have eternal life.

To grow spiritually it is not emough
merely to lead ethical and morally
blameless lives, but we must also drink
of the blood and eat of the flesh of the
Christ, 4. e., drink in that spiritual crea-
tive Power or Divine Life-force which
shall re-create us, which shall make our
lives not merely automatic moral models,
but dynamic, radiant centers of force
for good, vibrant with that creativeness
whose very emanations shall fructify and
awaken in everything we contact an an-
swering vibration and a quickened life.

There must be an infusion of the crea-
tive life-force of The Christ into the
personality until it becomes one with
the Mystic Christ.

The Mystic Christ, 4-3.

Difficulty arises through a failure to
distinguish between the Mystic Christ-
principle, which “hath shined in our
hearts to give the knowledge of the
glory of God,” and the personality of
the teacher Jesus who manifested an in-
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dividualization of .this Force to a super-
lative degree. =~ | .

This distinction is so plzmltga made
throughout the New Testament that only
the decadence of knowledge concerning
the Mysteries and the lack of training
in esoteric philosophy as a requirement
for the minist?r. aa:d aeflmtall; for.thclut-
ter ignoring of it a t it implies.

The Mystic Christ, 1-3.

In one sense the Go storzo:: Jesus
is xlne:int :: inspire those w - spiri
1tual evelopment requires a ysical
embodiment and a personal, historic ex-~
ample after which to pattern their lives.

These are but children in spiritual un-
derstanding, to whom the beautiful em-
bodiment of The Christ within the man
Jesus, the Man of Son:owsl forms a pic-
ture with great emotional a If
they stop there, however, and are satis-
fied with the personality of the
teacher, they never really find The

Christ as a , religious experi-
ence, nor do even touch the hem of
His garment.

They worship but a picture and are
doomed to disappointment and sorrow,
for some day they must see their human
Christ-ideal, as it exists today, cruci-
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fied, cast down and destroyed. (By his-
torical research, higher criticism, etc.)

‘The literal, personal example or letter
of the law, is not satisfying to the awak-
ened Soul.

The Pauline picture (of The Christ)
is for those who need no historic per-
sonality as a model; those who open
wide the doors of their hearts at the
knock of the Mystic Christ; who can re-
spond to the downpouring of Divine
Love and through a divine ccstasy can
enter into the higher realms of spiritual
consciousness where the powers of the
human mind are transcended and where

- they grasp those things which are spir-

itually discerned; those things which are
“revealed unto his holy apostles and

phets by the Spirit.”
P The Mystic Christ, 2-2 and 3.

The story of the life of Jesus is not
the personal history of one Great
Teacher, but is an allegory of the life of
perfected Man, the growth and perfec-
tion of the Soul, every incident symboliz-
ing a step upon the Path of Attainment,
from the birth of The Christ-conscious-
ness in the heart of the personality, the
weary pilgrimage of life, the crucifixion
on the cross of matter and desire, to the
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glorious resurrection and ascension, when
the personality has been perfected and
The Christ-man sits at the right hand of
th‘inFaﬁer.h.hrfia ven.h he personali
other words, when the ity
of each of us has experienced the ascen-
sion_and completed the at-one-ment with
the Divine we become the right hand of
the Father or the instrument through
which His work is accomplished on

The story of Jesus is the story of evo-
lution. It is ml)_t ﬂt‘ﬁa lltict'at\lll hlsdt:pr_y of
any one personality t 13 thus mtedi
but the experiences which each Soul

through as the Mystic Christ is

within and evolves to perfection or
at-one-ment with its Father-in-heaven.
The Lord Jesus Christ, i, 2-4.

When the pame (Jesus) is coupled
with The Christ (the word “the” hav-
ing been climinated as the distinction
between the mystic Principle and its em-
bodiment was lost to humanity) it
stands for that stage in the growth of
the Soul when the ity has made
the a_tp—&ne-mept wi theali(ystu: .Chl:;ist-
princy or, in theosophi terminology,
the stage at which Manas has been
blended with the Buddhic-principle. For
Manas is dual and in most cases the con-
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sciousness vacillates between the lower
and the higher expression, functioning
most of the time in the lower.

The Jesus man becomes a Christ only
when the human mind (Manas) is up-
lifted and blended with The Christ-con-
sciousness (Buddhi and Atma, the Fa-
ther-in-heaven) and the three become
one or perfected Man.

Hence_the name of Jesus stands for
the possibility of common, o man,
merging his personality into the Divine,
entering The Christ-Consciousness and
manifesting the Mystxc Christ through
his Jesus persomality.

The Lord Jesus Christ, ii, 2-3.

consciousness, tha
tbeh Comforter—the ghMystu: Christ—
might come to might enter into your
heart and abxdey?g'rem
Only through the Mystic Christ can
Toe wreat Master Jova e e o
er Jesus, ri
and der Brother of mankin 81;. N
The Lord Jesus Christ, ii, 4-4.

It makes very little difference, as far
asthetmthof His teachings is con-
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cerned, whether or not such a man as
Jesus ever lived.

As a matter of esoteric history, there

was atl‘x‘ro‘:;;mt{: of that name wbhgﬂ
s e experiences s

gsthe Bible during the pllgrﬁ?age of

His Soul toward mastery, just as every

Soul must pass that way.

But the whole story, as it is told, is
one grand allegory designed to teach,
exotermlly, the inner truths of the dif-
ferent steps on the Path.

Each step has its trials and sufferings,
its mockery of the multitude and the
final crucifixion of the lower personality
and the glorious resurrection into life
immortal—the triumph of the spiritual
over the temporal man,

The story is woven around this Ava-
tar, Jesus, and events and places are
adapted or created to carry out the sym-
bology; but every mame used, as well
as every incident, has its inner meaning
when interpreted kabalistically. This is
the style after];v;iucl‘xr:(}la:m resshaa:lr:
written, 4. e., e pani
le:tyc.ln It is the method :llmways adoptgd;

itiates in giving out great trut
so that only’ tﬂ:se who have dcvel
the qualities necessary to the true
can sce the mmner m
The multitude see the beautiful story.
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which contains a sound moral lesson,
and each one gets from it exactly what
he is ready to receive.  Letters, 72-3.

You never know what you really are
until the light of The Christ has illu-
mined every corner of your being.

Ofttimes the unexpected beauty and
strength revealed is quite as overwhelm-
ing as the shortcomings. Isis, 92-1.

When the light of The Christ has il-
lumined your heart and has awakened a
recognition of your divine possibilities,
it must also awaken all the latent pro-
pensities in your composite personality,
:::dﬂmsamesnnwxchmusesﬂx;good

to sprout mn the g_atdcn ot your
heart will also stimulate in even greater
profusion the growth of the weeds
which, unless ruthlessly uprooted, will
choke out the life of the seed.

Make no compromise. You must con-
quer or be overcome.

For the very reoogmuon of your di-
vine birthright lashes into fury all those
forces of your lower self which have
held you in bondage so long.

Isis, 91-2,

Both intellectual development and

heart development are necessary, but if
the heart is first developed and a con-
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scious union made with The Christ with-

in, all things are revealed unto you. This

is, as it were, the shortcut to Mastery.
Isis, 384-1,

The Christ. . . . is more than a Prin-
ciple; is more than an entity or a force
or a power; it is the manifestation of
the Godhead. Vet it is entitized in every
Master who has trodden the Way, mani-
fested in Truth and discovered in Life.

f'.l‘lu: Christ is a living power, the life
o

It shines from the cyes, it emanates
in waves of magnetic force from the
fingertips; it shines as an aureole round
about.m It dwells within; it manifests

h your own will and effort you
must bring about the Resurrection of
The Christ from the tomb of materiality.

It is the density of matter that slows
down the vibrations of tlns Principle,
making it almost inactiv

Toyouthetaskxsgwcnthroughthc
sublimating of the matter of your bodies
to accomplish the resurrection of The
Christ. . . .

The Christ . . . is 2 manifestation of
allthatyouunpxctureofaDmne
Comforter; of a brother, a sister, a
father, a mother.
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Who will come and stand beside Him
upon the Rock of Truth?

Who will cast from their lives, from
their hearts, their stumbling-blocks?

It matters not what the past holds.
All that is gone before is like the water
that has passed the water-wheel.

It has turned it for good or for evil
and the grain has been ground by its

power,

Some day you must come back and eat
of its meal, but today you are past it.
. Therefore make today a day of Truth.
The Truth, 1-1:1-4:3-4,

The Chgist-spirift is the cause of the
eternal miracle of springtime, both in
nature and in the Soul.

It is an universal life-giving, all-pow-
erful force that the human heart, as it
lives and breathes and presses on in evo-
lution, must imbibe and express more
and more, even as mature imbibes and
cgzptessesﬂtenmeForeeinthespring—

time,
It is Life itself, the essence of the Di-
vine e §

It is the perfume of the rose, the light
of the sun, the nourishment of the food,
the power of the breath, the sustaining
quality of hope, the enduring quality of
courage.
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In fact it is the Divine Spiritual
Force that is back of all life, all thought
and all experience.

The Christ Seed, 3-3.

The great lesson of Easter is that each
heart and life, in spite of all its faults
and failings, is an effort of The Christ
to manifest; that you are not inherently
wicked or cursed from birth; that it is
not a mighty struggle to evolve God-
ward.

It is simply a question of assimilating
all the Light and Love poured out upon
you and allowing The Christ Seed with-
in to push up through the human per-
sonality and manifest its beauty and give
its perfume to the world.

Remember it will ultimately push up
in spite of all you can do to retard it or
deflect it, in spite of generations of op-
position, in spite of war, in spite of so- -
called civilization, in spite of humanity’s
selfishness, self-will and determined per-
versity.

Why not recognize its power now to
transform and resurrect your life and
help you to reach quickly the unfoldment
thavt‘:nl:ltimately you cannot fail to druch?

y waste prectous time and pass
through unnecessary suffering when you
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can grow in peace, harmony and luxuri-
ance if you will?
The Christ Seed, 4-5.

The world is today awaiting the ad-
vent of a Divine Teacher or true Priest
of the Lord, a personalized embodiment
of the great Christos-principle of the
universe, the all-pervading, vivifying
power which underlies all manifesta-
-tions of the One Life.

this great spiritual Being ap-
proaches the earth-plane each heart who
can respond to the vibrations of His
message will come more or less con-
sciously into touch with Him, no matter
what organization or movement he may
be working in. . ..  Aguaria, 433-3.

The cry of the Great One is now going
forth to all who can hear: “Come unto
me, my little lambs. The fold is waiting
and the heart of the Shepherd yearning.
Think of the thoughts that I have shed
around you as you journeyed through
the wilderness of lives and lives; think
of the words that have been spoken
through the mouths of my chosen proph-
ets in your ears, life after life, age after
ageiangwillyestillbcdmfanddumb
to love
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“To be sheep of my fold means to
know your Shepherd, to gladly follow,
to hear His voice and obey. ...

“Ah, my children, unless the sheep
know the voice of the Shepherd they
will be blind and will never recognize
His face. Unless they learn to love
and thus obey unquestioningly the di-
vine message, they will never be ready
to take their places in the Great Temple
where the priesthood must work out the
great scheme of salvation, the reflection
upon earth of the Hierarchies of Heav-
en” Aguaria, 435-3.



MASTERS OF WISDOM

HE Masters of Wisdom are Great

Souls who, through repeated expe-
riences and determined effort through
many earth lives, have obtained mastery,
firstly, over the passions, appetites and
desires of the personal self; and sec-
ondly, over the forces of Their bodies
and over the life-currents of the Cosmos.
Hence They have become one with the
Fount of all Wisdom. They aud the
Father are one.

Jesus was such a Master, in fact, was
and is a Master of Masters.

But there are many more, all banded
together in what is known as The Great
White Lodge; a lodge in the sense of
oneness of aim and motive, for They
are all working for the uplifting of

ty.

They are divided into certain degrees
and subdivided into orders so as to s:
tematically cover all the needs of hu-
manity in its different stages of evolu-
tion,

You will thus see that there are Mas-
ters of all grades; that is, upon all steps
of the ladder leading to the point of
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highest attainment where a Master of
Masters stand. .

Each group and each individual has a
certain work to do for the betterment of
humanity.

These Great Souls are able to function
on all planes, hence They are near to all
who really need Their help, for human-
ity must reach out for help ere it can be
given. Letters, 63-4.

You can set it down as a positive fact
that no Master of Wisdom ever did,
ever will, or ever could advertise Him-
self or give out spiritual teachings at so
much per lesson.

Nor is there any such thing as an
Initiate of the Great White Lodge upon
the physical-plane acting in His physi-
cal body, and claiming o be such., The
Great White Lodge does not work that
way. Letters, 69-2.

As long as individuals are satisfied
with a purely sical existence the
Masters know 1 that they are not yet
ready to be helped, for their lessons are
those of the physical.  Letters, 64-2.

The Masters of Wisdom Iknow who
need the outer help, and it never fails
to present itself.
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It may seem to come from some nat-
ural and ordinary source, but in reality
it is from these Watchers and Elder
Brothers of humanity who make use of
natural channels to answer the cry of
the Soul for light and help.

Letters, 64-3 & 2.

The Elder Brothers of humanity, the
great Masters of Wisdom, into whose
- hands the evolution of the Race'is en-
trusted, are continually sending forth
the cry for helpers. “The harvest truly
is great, but the laborers are few,” for
They can work on the earth-plane only
through human agencies. With the cry
goes the promise of sure reward for all
who hear and obey. Letters, 60-2.

The Lodge of Masters is eagerly
watching and waiting for the develop-
ment of every avenue through which
They can pour love and wisdom to en-
lighten the world in this its darkest
hour—the hour that precedes the dawn
of the coming day.

The whole aim and end of -this Move-
ment is to help each individual Soul to
find, not only The Christ within him-
self, but also the guiding hand of the
Master.

We cannot assure you that you will
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find Him, for many feel around in a
darkness created by themselves and
never touch the out-stretched hand.
We can only say that the Teacher
and Guide stands ready, close at hand,
to guide and help you th this
labyrinth of darkness into the light of
the perfect day. Letters, 66-67.

Directions for physical exercises are
never given by a ter of Wisdom ex-
cept in a personal way, and in such a
casetheywouldbcada}ptedtoﬁmttﬂ-
pil's ability and capacity, and to t

il al’[one. coe ald . "

0 Master would ever give to a pupi
exercises of a physical nature that would
be likely to overtax his capacity.

The {lasters of Wisdom know well
the physical conditions as well as the
spiritual development of each pupil, and

Law of Growth is always followed.
Letters, 78-2:77-3.

It will be only through your own indi-
vidual effort, your attitude of Soul, and
:hb? character ?: your liﬁ’zftl.xat will enl:

e to place yourself in personal
eonscnm touch with the Masters. It de-
pends upon mo personality but your

own.
Only when this interior communion
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is established can the pupil come face
to face with his Guru.

Of course this will take place upon the
inner planes, but long ere this he will
be carefully instructed as to the neces-
sary steps, the necessary cautions to be
observed; will be told how to recognize
and treat false teachers and false teach-
ings.

The requisite preparation for such
close, personal contact is a sincere
loving heart, a child-like confidence and
trust, and a willingness to sit at the
Master’s feet and be taught.

You are ready for personal help when
you can recognize and accept the in-
struction when it comes. ... This is
the Law: Only he who asks can re-
ceive, because the asking opens the doors
through which help can come.

Letters, 235-1:85-1 & 2:84-3:92.



MISCELLANEOUS

KN OW well that no matter how lofty
a philosophy may be, or how good
a_ lesson, unless it brings to your indi-
vidual Soul some practical application,
something that you can work into your
daily life, that philosophy is of no ac-
count to you. Letters, 59-3.

All teachings that bring to humanity
a knowledge of the higher truths, and
that awaken an interest in spiritual de-
velopment, are useful, but individual
Souls need special lines of instruction.

Some find help under one teacher,
some under another, and if your Higher
Self knows that the one from whom you
are striving to learn is not the most help-
ful one for you, you will be impressed
with a feeling of dissatisfaction. Yet
this does not mean that the teachings
fou have been receiving are not excel-
ent for a certain stage of growth, and
just what you needed at one time.

That which you need will appeal to

you. .
One thing may appeal to you today
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and in a month or a year you may grow
away from it. .

If you are sincere and earnest, this
merely indicates that you have learned
one lesson and must look elsewhere for
the next.

The great lesson to learn is to follow
the leadings of your Higher Self and
take for yourself what appeals to you
and helps you.

But be just as ready to concede to
others the right to choose for them-
selves. . .. The oak does not contin-
ually reproach the violet because it does
not try to be an oak.

Letters, 29-1; 91-2.

He who feels another’s sorrow, who
forgets self for others, has realized, in
measure at least, the Divine.

Isis, 73-3.

Unless a teaching appeals to the heart
and rings true to a Soul, it is not true to
that Soul. ...

The fact that a teaching attracts and
helps you is evidence that it contains
the lessons needed by you for the step
you are taking.

The fact that a movement no longer
appeals to you, no matter how helpful
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it may be to others, is evidence cither
that your Soul has learned the lessons
that movement had for you—even
though not mastered intellectually—or
that the movement, no matter how beau-
tifully conceived and launched, has be-
come tainted with something that is not
helpful, or is perhaps distinctly injurious
to your physical, mental, moral or spirit-
ual gr

To remain connected with an organiza-
tion to which you no longer feel drawn,
or which you have outgrown, is as detri-
mental to your Soul-growth as it would
be for a flower to remain in a pot which
had become too small for it, or whose
soil had become exhausted or contami-
nated. Isis, 424-2:426-2,

If you cannot find time to enter the
Silence, still no power in heaven or
earth can keep the Silence from entering .

into you if you will let it. Isis, 33-1.

You will never find Truth in any
teachings if Truth, to you, depends upon
the perfection of the instrument through
which “that Truth is expressed.

You must cultivate the power of spir-
jtual discernment and not allow anything
to turn you aside from Truth.

Learn to seek Truth for Truth’s sake.
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Look for it among the stubble and
muck of life, and in the dark places
where humanity crawls in filth; look for
it hidden under the mountains of self-
ishness and self-sufficiency of teachers;
seek for it as a Jewel of Great Price
that has been lost; for you may find the
Jewel where you least expect it. But
first rise up and sweep your own house
diligently. Letters, 211-212,

Every fault is a virtue perverted and
every hard circumstance of life is a
stimulus to learn a needed lesson.

The Lord Jesus Christ, ii, 3-3.

As to failings, we all have them.

The greatest example the world can
have is to see a brave Soul struggling to
do right.

It is those who are honest with them-
seltves; who know their own :haoknases,
yet are striving to conquer; recogs
nize that they are not above their fellow
men; who are capable of feeling a sym-
pathetic thrill with every failing and can
grasp a brother’s hand and from the
heart encourage him to struggle onward
—because they themselves are still strug-
gling—they are the onés who are the
real examples. Letters, 40-41.
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If you have a fault you wish to cor-
rect, create ils opposite,

'l‘luﬁk no ntlgre la:bont the fault, but

all your thought on its opposite.

lthut your failures behind you. Give
them no more force by thinking of them
or worrying about them,

Live each day dﬁor itself, for if you
can conquer one day at a tlme -
quer all. Letters, 2({‘2-‘505

If the world’s sorrow oppresses you,
remember that the very best you can do
toward lifting that heavy load is to make
a center of joy and gladness in your
own heart. ...

The only way really to help human-
ity is to take hold of that morsel of hu-
manity over which you have been given
command (your various bodies and all
Ertzmmg to them, the portion of goods

longmgtoyou—-gwentoyoubyyour
Father ere you took your journey into
this far country of urth-hfe) and be-
gin redeeming it. . .. This is the
sure, in- fact the only true, way to be-
comeanagentof the Masters. . . .

Letters, 167-2; 39-1.

you study Hamlet, you will find
tlnt in his attempt to set the world aright
he only brought sorrow and suffering to
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himself and those he loved, and. sacri-
ficed not only his own personality but
also the personalities of others n his
misguided attempt.

No person has ever been born to set
the world anght except so_much of it

in his own per~
sonalxty.

you mind your own business and let
the iaults of others go, trusting to the
Law to straighten them out, and con-
fine yourself to straightening out your
own faults, you will realize the joy tlnt
- comes from such conqucnng
When you cease worry over the
faults of others. it wnll be like a physi-
cal burden rolling from your shoulders.
Iflyou ba;he n;vier done thxsi, try . it
merely as a physical experiment oryour
own happiness, and the results will
its truth. Isis, 9

If you were in a congregation which
was singing out of tune, the best way to
bring about harmony would be, not to
stopthesmgmgandtalkaboutnt.bnt

to sing steadily and firmly in perfect
tune yourself. Those next to you would
catch and sprad the harmony until all
were singing in tun

Itw:llbeoulytheworkmgoutofthu



70 Gems of Mysticism

law of harmony that will ultimately re-
deem “the round world and all that
dwell thereon.” - Isis, 97-1.

Every Soul has implanted within i
as an integral principle, the power o
intuition, just as every mineral, vege-
table and animal has the power of selec-
tion or instinct, which leads it to follow
the lines of evolution best fitted for its
growth and perfection in accordance
with its environment. Letlers, 94-2.

Prayer is the Jacob’s ladder, one end
resting on earth, the other reaching into
heaven. .

If you ask sincerely, in the Silence, for

i and if it is the real, sincere
cry of the heart for help and light that
goes out, verily your Father-in-heaven
wholhareth in secret shall reward you
openly.

Never has a sincere cry for help been
sent out in the Silence—where God
dwelleth—that was not answered,

Thctlﬁng.todonwreeognizethe
answer when it comes. ... = |

True prayer or spiritual ration is
simply a correlating of the in and
physical consciousness with the spiritual,
thus creating a natural channel of com-
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mmication through which the spiritual
force can flow. In other words, it is
closing the circuit. .

The Will, a desire for spiritual gifts,
and a constant attitude of devotion are
the proper channels, but words, medita-
tion and a recognition of the end to be
attained, are steps leading to the opening
of them,

To ask for guidance is but to take
hold of the power of Divinity as a little
child gras&s its father’s hand. .

The child does not say, “Father, give
me bread and clothing and house-room”;
for all that is its birthright; but it is
quite right to come to its father with its
difficulties, its lessons and its little tum-
bles and bruises and ask for sympathy
and help, Letters, 104-105.

During the darkness, while we sleep,
all the stored up energies of the invisible
rays begin their cycle of activity and our

ies grow and put forth anew, ac-
cording to the pattern we have set for
our physical lives. The Iron Age, 3-4.

Poise is the result of self-knowledge.
..+ It is not stoical indifference to
pain and pleasure, but rather rising
above it.
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Poise is the ability to remain calm at
the center, and while recognizing and
understanding both the greatest joy and
the greatest sorrow, not be carried to
either extreme,

To enjoy intensely carries with it, as
the opposite swing of the pendulum, the
power to suffer to a corresponding de-

We never reach a point where the
waves of force generated by the oppo-
site poles, pain and pleasure, camnot
reach us, but we can rise above them so
they cannot sweep us from one extreme
to another. Letters, 41-2.

Do not accept the teachings of any
ntual or occult movement until
prayerful consideration and
medltat!on you receive the confirmation
:)lfyourownD‘mneGmdaneethatu:s
e open door for your next step.
Isis, 113-3.

Colored blocks are necessary in the
kindergarten, primers for chlldren, text-
books for the training of the mind in
school and -college; butwbenthemmd
hasbemtramdxtmustt!:mputthat
training to use in a practical way: i
business, under the head of the firm or
manager; in art, under a great teacher;
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in spiritual things, under a Master of
Wisdom.

But, remember that, because you are
no longer interested in the colored
blocks or primers you once thought so
beautiful, you are not to despise the
children who still cling to them, or find
fault with the teachers of the a-b-c’s.

All have their place, and the children
will grow away from the blocks when
they have learned their lessons, just as
you have grown.

The proof that you have outgrown
earthly organizations will be the love
and tolerance with which you treat all
your brothers and sisters who still feel
the need of such methods.

To rail at organizations, especially one
which has helped you to reach your pres-
ent state, and those who work in them,
isr proof that you still neced their disci-
pline.

Every uplifting movement or teaching
has its place and has for followers those
who need its lessons. Isis, 426-427.

A thing that costs you nothing is val-
ued at nothing, thing
Just in proportion to the real love and
ssaulx.ﬁee will be the value to your own
oul

In other words, what we love we
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work for, sacrifice our time and money

for. And out of those things, or their

inner force, is our character built u;
Letters, 99-2.

Under no circumstances can an evil or
impure thing upon the earth-plane be-
come anything but evil and impure on
the higher planes, for all planes are one,
and what is impure on one is impure
on all

Under no circumstances can evil or
impure acis on the physical-plane cause
sparitual growth, for the acts themselves
are creating exactly the opposite con-
ditions.

Those who are teaching such abomi-
nable doctrines under the name of Es-
oteric Theosophy or under the guise
of obtaining some sort of spiritual de-
velopment, will have a terrible Karma
to answer for in the future.

We cannot emphasize too strongly the
fact that there can be no spiritual teach-
ings, cither esoteric or exoteric, that
are not spotless in their purity on all
planes, for The Christ can dwell only
with the pure in heart. Leiters, 190-2.

There is not a single man or woman
who cannot be an active factor in bring-
ing the Golden Age of Love, Peace,
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Harmony and Brotherhood into mani-
festation the sooner, through the con-
trolling of thoughts, words, emotions,
and by overcoming his or her resistance,
and responding more and more under-
standingly and gladly, to the upward
urge of the Divine. War, 25.

That which we fail to appreciate the
Great Law removes from us.
Letters, 162-1.

There is no such thing as death, mere-
ly various changes in form in the mani-
festation of the One Life. ...

Isis, 400-3.

As long as there is motion, which is
vibration or life, we cannot get away
from God, for it is in this God that “we
live and move and have our being.” . ..

All that exists is substance, but in dif-
ferent rates of vibration.

Aquaria, 60-1.

Nothing in the nature of man is inher-
ently evil; it is only evil through its
misuse and the evils that are attached
to 1t.

Determine to deliver it from evil and
to find The Christ-force within every
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temptation and everything that asm'ls
you, knowing full well that these
aretheporhmofgoodsthathavebem
given you by yourbefl"athcr at tzgur re-
quest—your just ongings t you
have deserved and out of which
must create your immortal habitation.
Not one thing must be lost or wasted
or destroyed, but each must be trans-
muted and its golden potency indrawn
and built into the immortal Temple of
the Living Christ. This is the meaning
of the sentence in the Lord’s Prayer,
“Deliver us from cvil.” Letters, 26-2.

No matter what the apparent source
of any teaching and no matter how beau-
tiful the language used, do not accept
it unless it meets the test of purity and
commonsense, does not violate the moral
code, and is confirmed by the intuition
of your own Soul. Isis,

The greater the work laid out for a
neophyte, the greater the necessi for
thorough testmg This is a mercif
for the suffering and the evil Karma
‘would be much worse to bear if you were
given a great opportunity and failed for
lack of proper training; for, of necessity,
you would draw others down with you.
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Until you have been tried and have
proven your strength you cannot bring
forth the harvest. ... .

. The greater the struggle, if persisted

in to victory, the stronger and more

self-reliant will be the new-born Soul
Letters, 33-2:35-1.

The true teacher must have evolved
beyond the little personal seif and to
some extent merged his consciousness
into the Divine, hence neither seeks nor
permits adulation or worship for him-
self, but lets the Divine in him speak
through his teachings. Isis, 133-1.

The Christian Bible, like all great
scriptures, is an inspired setting forth
of the one Divine Wisdom in symbolic
language. . . .

It deals with principles, not things. It
describes qualities, forces and spiritual
events, not historical men, places or
physical events,

It is “a repertory of invented person-
ages in its older Jewish portions, and of
dark sayings and parables in its later
additions, and thus quite misleading to
anyone igndrant of its esotericism.”

It is less understood than more an-
cient scriptures, because all so-called
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study of it has proceeded upon the hy-
ﬁothesis that it is intended to present
istorical facts.

In reality, no great scripture is his-
torically true, nor is it supposed to be
by those who, having been initiated into
its mysteries, understand something of
their inner meaning.

All scriptures and myths are collec-
tions of allegories and parables, grouped
and arranged to illustrate symbolically
some feature of the growth of the Soul.
Hence, while not historically true, as
modern research has abundantly shown,
they are universally true, because th
jllustrate phases of experience throug!
which every Soul passes during its evo-
lution toward conscious union with the
Divine,

Whenever possible, familiar historical
incidents, names and places are used to
illustrate the points more clearly, and
also to inculcate a moral lesson for
“them that are without,” . e., not ini-
tiated, who are able to grasp on'y sur-
face truths, - Isis, 75-76.

Cultivate love and tolerance for all
your brethren and avoid the thought that
your way or your view is superior, or
in any way better, than another’s, except
for yourself. Isis, 406-2.
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A hasty temper is like a fire; put it in
a furnace and it will generate steam or
force that will run machinery and ac-
complish a great work for the world.

A tongue, controlled, will be a
weapon t can fearlessly cut the evil
from the good; its ruler 1s love.

Intellectual pride is a dangerous mas-
ter, but a wonderfully efficient servant.
Wed it to humility and let love bless the
union, Letters, 131-2.

Every person belonging to a spiritual
movement (as well as its leaders) is
absolutely responsible for the force that
enters the body of humanity through
them, as well as for the force they bring
into the movement. Isis, 113-2.

There is no surcease for sorrow ex-
cept when the heart rests in Divine Love,
in the assurance that all is well; that
there is no failure; that underneath the
stormy waves of life there is a firm
foundation; that the ;leep waters shall
not overcome you, for your Loving
Father has hold of your hand, and your
understanding (feet) finds a sure rest-
ing- on the rock of the Law be-
neath the waters.

The Fire of Low, 4-2.
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The animal nature, to be the servant
of the Real Self, must be well taken
care of, well fed, well-groomed and com-
fortable, but not over-fed or indulged.

Thus taken care of the animal will do
far better work and make far fewer
demands than one that is starved or ill-
treated.

You need the animal for your servant;
you need all its powers in their best pos-
sible condition.

Therefore, treat it as you would any
other finely bred animal of which you
expected great intelligence and great
service.

The physical must be conquered and
controlled, not killed out.

Everything that you crush ont and
wadken must lfae take:; t:lp again afm}lagain
until you perfect and do your full duty
by it. Letters, 162-2:161:2.

Nothing will so retard our own evo-
lution as to steal from another that
whichbabeer_lngentolnmandnotto
us, be it a thing, a thought, an oppor-
tunity, or a life. ...

Evolution is retarded mmtil humanity
as a whole awakens to the importance of
the fact that every Soul mmst have free-
dom of opportunity to find its own place,
perfect itself in its work and follow
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out the inner guidance of its Father-
in-heaven, Key, 305.

It is a mistake that is often made, and
one that is fostered by the teachings of
all the orthodox churches, as well as by
many other organizations, that sorrow
is the only road to purification; that to
be miserable is meritorious and that only
through scourging and suffering can we
hope for salvation,

The truth is that, when we realize how
much sorrow there is in the world and
know of a certainty that thoughis ore
things and that either joy or sadnmess
has the power to spread over a large
area, it becomes our duty to be joyful
and happy. Letters, 167-1.

All is Law, and all Law is Love.
Love in its highest expression is the
one power which you possess in common
with the
It is a divine force of attraction which
equilibrium -in the union of the
masculine and feminine expressions of
the Divine. Isis, 214-2:216-3.

Sinecscriptunlsmﬁesandevcntsdo
:::y (.w'thtxl;eud talal‘fmhs“:‘;:s(i
except incidentally, here
there), the Bible has either been ac-
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in a literal sense and slavishly
followed, even against all common sense
ﬁ)usutége,ornhubeenmunhtedagg
y 8 parts as can, seemingl
“proved” accepted, and the rest re:’eeted
or discredi

gods and goddesscs, deals in :mtl the
same tway with personages and praoes.
some of which are taken from history,
notbecausethurusemthlsway%u
tends to be but because the
torical facts rudxl.y lend themselves to
the illustration of the lesson intended.
Other names and places used are just
-as fictitious as those used in the ancient
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to indicate steps in the Path of At-one-
ment up which each Soul must journey.
Isis, 76-77.

il you recognize Divinity speaking
other atom of hu-
have ceased to seck

; until you
ceased to look for his shortcom-

.“
‘§§§§
7B
T3

ings and failings; ceased to measure his
corn by your bushel of human frailty
and have found how to use God's meas-
ure instead ; until you have ceased to lis-
ten to the many voices of the world and
begun to listen to the one Divine Voice

manifesting through all humanity as
through Nature, you will never hear the
Silent Voice within,

Soundless Sound, 24-25.

Even though we may be but the hum-
blest of human creatures, still we have
our lives to live, our place to fill, our
record to make, and our grain of truth
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