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Catholics and Frecmasonty

by
Dr L. RUMBLE M.5.C

THIEhuthhhmddmﬂrfumﬂu,hlfwlﬂ

—inecl Frecmasers themaslves—who wint to ko

m-hr the Catholic Church so rigidly focbids her own mem-
to join the Masonic Lodge.

The Catholic Church does not deny that many decent and
honourable non-Catholics who profess to be Christians see no
harm in belonging also to a Masonic Lodge. These men find
fts mysterious ceremonial, the absence of scctarian strife within
its walls, and the mutual assstance members can afford one
another a t source of amraction; and they have never
experienced any scruples of conscience in the matter, Such
men the Catholie Church refuses to judge, She leaves them
to their own comsclences. And Masons will themaselves appreci-
ate the fact that the laws af the Catholic Church dealing with

problem concern her own members,

But the truth remains that the Catholic Church declares the
Masonic Sysiem to be such that no Cathelic can In consclence
belong to it And her ressans for that demand explanation, an
explanstion [ hope 1o supply as adequately as a small booklet
such as this will permit,

Do Ooly Masoma Enow ?

Of necossity 1 will have 1o 2ay a pood deal of the neture

Wﬁ&hhﬁ And at once the charge is likely
{0 be made singe 5 & secret society, a noa-Mmaa
cansot have sccurate of . Bur one docan't have
o be a Mason to ebizin knowledge of it, any more
than ome has to have visited America before he can possess any
sccurate information about that particalar couatry.

There is an sbundant Masenic literatuse written by Masons
for Masons which is accessible to all willing to go 1o trouble
of procuring it ; and, a3 a matter of fact, in my own public
discussions of the subject I have shown |1.|.E:i=|:.l:Lwln:l|;u of
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CATHOLICS AND FEEEMASONEY

Condemnations

It was mot long before F on the Continent was
brought to the notice of the Catholic Church., 'Within ten years
of in oiablhhment in Frenee in exicensce snd naiure had
bocome known by the poblication of in Comstitutions =nd
Ritual, snd by the subversive activitics of its memben in rels-
ﬁT . hln,“'lh:rdl'ﬂd‘ = Clement X1 condemned the Socicty

0ty e, condem
af Fm:ﬂ:mm, and for Catholics to have anyihing to do
with it under paln of excommunication, In 1751 Pope Benedice
XIV renewed this condempation, stressing the secularism,
itﬂ'ﬂf{hl-nd revolutionary activities of the Society, Pius VI in
1775, Pus V11 in 1821, Leo XII in 1825, Pius VIIT in 1829,
Jr:p:jr XVI in 1832, and Pius IX in 1846, all Issucd similar
letters of condemnation. In 1884, since Freemasons disputed
the authority of these Papal Documents on the grounds that
were based on erroncous information and were excessively
scvere, Pope Leo XIIT issued his great Encyclical, Humammn

declaring FW utterly incompatible ﬂiﬁ
their Faith and ctomal salvasion, to jein it Hilnl:rd.ld':rnt
Popet, therefore, have seriously forbi to Catholics member-
ship of the Mesosic Lodge, and it s imposaible 1o belicve that
bare mot had very good reasons for doing so.  Such
ond are nol made lightly, nor without thorough lovestiga-

tion of all relevant fact.

‘There are those, of course, who accuse the Cathalic Church
of having wken up a very intolerant stand in thls matter, Buot

l‘-.".hurd!l has
not

i3

surely any right to put & ban on any society of
which it doss prove. That thould give ne offence 1o
:ﬂj‘hﬂd . Afer gl the decision in the maiter rests with those

ected by the ban—Catholics themselves. Il a man wants to
joln a Club and E_ll_ﬁqu:nmd with a book of Rules, he cannot
remsonably say, *' This is sheer intolerance.  How dare you talk
to meof obligations! " The officials would Hmihﬂ&nptr.“ﬂm-
scnse,  You wish 1o become 3 member of ub, and these

are our Regulations, thmmpt unleis agree
to conform to them.™ Snlhmmnhhuﬂr@l
to leghlate for those who choose to remain or to becoms
Pleading with his ovwn Acglicsn {ensuccendully) o
re into the of F with Chn »
Eﬂn. Wﬂtﬂwuﬂlnmhmm in the cen Charch Times,

CONDEMNATIONS

March 3oth, 1951, * If the Church has Christ’s sele suthonty
to tesch faith and marals, surely she has not enly the right but
the duty 1o iavetigae mnd o pro u-nth:lﬂiiuﬂﬂ'
other body which claims mmﬂ : ,
wﬂu if the Anglicsn Church hesitates, other religions bodic
Bave not hesitated 16 take the same stand  the Catholic Church
in this maner. In 1925, General Booth sddressed a Jetter to
every l:l-!ﬁnlg in mﬁsngm Army in which I?JE-.."?‘ ll:ﬂ
llglgull:n mine 00 SUORE in copdemping I
O I:'ﬂ!l affillatien with any Society which shuts Him {él:lrnl!s
outside s temples ; and which in its religious ceremonies gives
neither Him nor His Name any place .., the place whese
Jesus Christ I not allowed is na place for any Salvation Army
Officer. As [or the fu the Army's views upon this marter
will be made known 1o all who wish to become Olficers, and
l:l.‘l:%l:ﬂﬂ of these views will be necessary before candicates
can be received for training ; and, further, from this tme @t
will be contrary to our regulations for any Officer to join such
n Sudcrg‘.” In 1927, the Frec Prabytesdan Church of Scotland
made 8 Wrmmm.mumnrmmh&
In the same year the Wesleran Methodint Confercace
England uasnimously adopted a resolution that the claimy which
hwﬂﬂr@ﬂhWb@:ﬁqmﬂ;ﬂm
'Fﬂdl ant incompankle mﬂmlrr 4

In i Jmmml&:ﬁuﬁummmlmﬂiﬂw
fact that their Church forbids them to become Masons. They
know that the Popes arc not given to scting unwisely, They
fully scknowledge their supreme authority aver all members of
the Chureh; and in a spirit of ebedience they willingly accept
their ruling in the marer.

Hut non-Catholics frequently ask for the reasons prompring
such drastic legislation on the part of the Church, and Catholics
thmg:lmuul: often called %prm 10 u:pL;lrn t;:d ;‘l;armd [Lﬂm::tl:
will be well, then, to make a | whaole ques
dwelling for a few moments on cach :E the main Enﬂ- which

render Masonry unaccepuable in the eyes of Catholic
Chiarch

The ressom for the Catholic make a truly formid-
able list. For Froemasonry hw condemaed a1 conttituting
] religion of parunlivm offering itwclf & a substitute for
Mnﬂmn-mﬁuymh-ﬁlﬂiumm.rn
exacting a monlly-unjustified cath of allsgiance, a subvenive
nd'bathdrilmjrﬂiﬁm:mhuﬁmulprdiﬁcmnf

5



CATHOLICE AND FREEMASONRY

injustice in social relationships, and a3 3 movement cssentiall
inim]ulmth:rﬂrmuhhcﬂmﬂi:m:n::hiu icular.
If any one of these reasons can be su i it s surely
not a matter of surprise that the Cathelic Church should pro-
scribe M # far as her own members are concerned. Yo
there s and solid foundation for every one of them. Let

¥ FEE.

Masonry & Religion

It has often been sald by Masons that *'Fre s though
religiout, is not & religion . But that is an impossible subter-
fuge. For the word “religious ™ is an adjective, and it demands
an znswer to the further guestion, * From whar relipon s its
religious charscter derived "' A man charged with wesion
does nat nfubenh:dumh;uﬂn:."lmlngll!" The vital

sition Is, " T'o what country are you | " And so o the

O We ul;’“ﬂmrdin to what religion B Freemasonry
religiows #*  And the only honest answer would be, " According
to our own Masenic religion,”

For Muasonry has it own dogmas, temples, ritual, and moral
cade. Like all other mystic sects through the apes, it caims
to give itn members 8 mare profound underseanding of the
Great Architect of the Universe than is possible to those who
have not been inftioted into its secret rites and ceremonies.

The Mnsonic writer, Albert Mackey, rells us, “All our cere-
monies commence and terminate with praver.” The Ritoals
contafn religlous ceremonies for the opening and ing of
waromn g2 mectingy, for the consecration of a new
for the laving of foundstion-stones, end for the dedication
Munu.it'i::tptﬂ. They also include a ial burial service

MASONREY A RELIGION

" In thoae days, when you were ignorant of God, you were in
servitude to gods who are really not gods st all ; but now that
you know Gud—!ﬁml::r, l.r:ﬂ::nn by Gndd—hn'l' is Ilrtﬁ
ane o an oL
you are furning :g:m wizalmesy poverty

. spirits 7 Why do you want to be emilaved all over
again by them ? " (Moffar's trasslstion).
Bur ! i1 not only x false religion, [Tt aims at

the universal religion, to the exdusion of all others. I it de-

clares that it is noa-sectarfan, if &t dendss that it is snother

religion, and it aims at becoming universal.

Fort Newton, in The Buider, says, “ We only purive
the Universal Heligion *. In the book 1 quoted 2 moment ago,
Fg-‘- agr:;!fi. Bro, J. 8. AL Ward, afier urging the alliance of
the Lodpss of all connrries, savs ¢ ™ Then the tlme will
be ripe for the formation af the Supreme Grand Lodpe of the
World, whose Grand Master -:quE bt clected for a term of
;:lrl « + » filling o post compared with which even that of the

ope will full into insignificance. . . . So, gradually, we can
build up & Maspnic Temple to the glory of God uufl,lm pood
of humanity, . . , Freemasonry is, 1 contend, the mightien
force in the warld, All that is best in religion and naticnality
is united with all that is best in internationalism. Masonry
has not survived the fall of mighty empires and the corroding
hand of time to remain . . . merely a pleasant social club,"”
But what is the nature of this religion 2 The ™ Old Charges "
of 1738 declared it to be ** that religion in which all men ME
“All men ™ would inclode Jews, "iiu'i.f:m:., Hiqlu.i, Buddhises

withes, But it is not o al] pecessary for his salvation that he
sbould do 10,

Thes the ™ Masonic Services. Association ™ seties, YVol. 10,
e * Man & pever closer to God than whea be knechs,
] ﬁ‘;ﬂmmm%mu' ﬁn:ldlnth:

TECH R T, PP y Sichels writes ing the
Third Degree, " We now mmm complete inl;!:uul;“d
imclligence, with a staic of rcligion added w emsure him the
protection of the Deity ; and 1o guard him from going suray.

T



CATHOLICE AND FEEEMASONRY

Nor can we cancelve that anything more can be suggested which
lluimul nl'lnln ufres, “H

ven a8 | write | have before me 2 copy of 2 b afier
hwmﬁuminﬁ:thqu::,mduLndg:HmﬂHﬂl.
Ha. 139, U.ﬁ:l.... MN.5.W.; one of the verss of which assures

the
* Pure & that badge life
§ hlmﬁpﬂlﬁdﬂ?h
llwhnnhiutrnn-h]lm
If thou wilt make that badge thy guide ™

And by there an Englivh Masen who i oot familinr with the
plea, addressed to in the nzme of his Masonry :

“ By the badge and mystic 3
"z-lrul.!-!:hhm 'uim:.'F‘

If all T have recorded does not mean that the teaching and
precepts of Muasonry are enough to ensure o man's salvation
without the aid of any other religion, what does it mean? And
how could any Cathaolic give even the appearance of accepting
such n proposition ?

In attempting to ;rllpptq with this protlzm, the Rev, 1L L. G

i, an Anglican Mmonde Chaplain, writing in q
.ﬁ:pﬂl.. 1951, says candidly, ¥ We can't answer without
unfsithful to Masonic obligation, . . . The light of Masonry
is not in conflict with the light of religion. It #s somethi

igr 1o itsell; and there | must leave in™ But others can
eave it at that |

A Non-Christisn Religion
The wuth is that Mmoary s i u nan-Chistan re-
Epion. The God of Masonry is pot the Christan God. 1o the

Foyal Arch Degree the nature of the Mrionic God is expressed
by a combination of the names of Jahweh, Baal, apd On (Onirk)
inthe word * JAH-BUL-ON "—the names of the pagas deities
Baal and Onirty conatituting m the name= af God
« the Velume of the

the Bible, [t can egually well be the Mahometan Foras of
ithe Hindu Vedic ; ﬁ"r.iu'nﬁl in the Masonsz Record, June,
1926, in sn artcle entitled, * What Are Our Landmarks #
Bro, T.H.R. explains that " the Second Landmark {5 the
Yalume of the Sacred Law, open in the Lodge. Bux the Bible

8

A MDM-CHRISTIAN RELIGIOMN

is pot, in Mmoary, more than onc of the Great Lights, and
never has been, for the reason that Masons are not required 1o
belleve ity teachin .+.+Th:mhrffmis|.h.|n;l':mm&
stantly sdmiri us, Chinese, Mohammedans, l'arsces an
Jews, not ooe of whom belicves all the teachings of the Eible,
and this forces the conclusion that Masoary regards the Rible
only as & symbol.” The Oxford Univenity Pros publishes |

Dr Fort Newton explsins thar * the whale includes God's
revelation through the Bible, the Roran, the Vedas, cte. "

But not ooly docs Masonry claim that there i a h

tery of truth attainable enly within its closed Lodges m
though the fullness of divine revelation had not been givea to
mankind in Christanity ; it vely excludss the name of
Christ from iis Rinoals, The Masonic conception of the deity
Is the same as that of the Hindus and finds room for aninterpre-
tation in terms of Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva. Yet Christians
believe that ** there is no other nome under heaven given (o
men, whereby we must be saved ” (Acs iv. 12}, If one puts
Christ above all else, how can one jein a religious body which
docs not accept Him as Supreme?

T'a this some Masons reply by saying that the * Higher
Degrees ' are Christian even if the Craft Degreas of Hlue
Masonry do derive their religions signibcance from pagan
antiquity. But the Construtions declare that ** Ancient Masonry
consists of three Degrees and po more ™, viz. the Cralt Degrecs,
In any casz, oo onc can get 1o the ™ Higher Degrees " unless
be hai fint professed the lower pagen ones recognired by Grand
Lodge. And even when he doss ot vo thase ™ Higher Degrees ™
he will find that any Chnstzan § muy be piven meaningy
from the pazan mysiznct.

af it Degrees ate not official. By its very Comstinutions and
its claim to be a universal fraternity, Masonry can never present
such [aterpretaiions to the naa- tian werld. Bro. J. 5. M.
Ward, in Froaomaonry and the Ancemt Gady, po 347, wrines,
“ Even our so-called Christian have taken on a
Christian colour merely becaose, in the main, we are Christian,
and not because they are in cssence Chrintian,”  To the same

effect Dr Albert Mackey writes, in the !:Fmﬁa of Free
maimry, " The interpretation of the ;ﬁ Freemasonry
9
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CATHOLICE AMD FREEMASONREY

by the Church. For in Masonry everything s maked, Other
socicties, even thaugh ther have their ™ confidential business ",
ar Jeast declare thesr objectives and programmes 5o that pro-
:aﬂnmmhmm}-dﬂid:miﬂnmmhinmﬂi ’
Sl o L s i i »
1 ¥ slep £ pever prosuming o tn
Bnd out whither his next step will lead. Moreover, he fa ﬁ?m:l.
oath never to reveal anything that transpires in the Lodge.
cantime, the Masonic leaders possess an uncontrolled and
irresponsible power subject 1o/ the scrutioy neither of the dvil
tes. ¥ evadion outyide :ap:rmicu i3 most dangerom
to the welfare of bath Stage and Church,

In 1913 an Iialian paper, fdea Nasionale, conducted a kind
of Gallup Poll, canvassing opinions as to the relationship of
secret socleties to public welfare, General Czdorns; liter 1o
be Commander-in-Chicf during the l.]-lF-l’i War, wrote ia
reply © * In my opinion the survival of and of
any secrel msochtion b incompatible with the cosdition of
madern, [ree, public life. Freedom and light are united to-
gether,  Instend, 1o combat obscuranthm, & Freemasoncy
pretends, and at the same tme seek refuge in darkness, are
cogtradictory terma, The action of Freemasonry ncvitably
dimsges public bfe, end parti military instinutiond. . . .
Discipline, loyalty and frankness, which always pre-
dominate, are in open contradicdon with the mystery that
shrouds the activity of this sect.”

Mgﬁv:d:.l]ln Croce, l-'h; Ttalian phump;e:. dd:m_m.! &:m |:cnl.-lr.
©F BlwWaks cnfcodor su o, Gl undermans Wic muiu
confidence citizens should h:.ﬁudin pne another.

Ia ity bwwe of March joth, 1951, the Anghcn Choch Timn
give expression to similis ancicties. ™ The appeal to mystery
and o secrecy ™, it declared, " comstitutes the greatest charge

inst the t. Rome forbids Muasonry becawie form

secret soclety must conflict with the authority of the Church.
Anglicaniim has not quite the s2me l'n:l]n,% for suthority and
bas never raised the question of secrecy. It ooy be thar the
dme has come o reconsider this position.™

Unlawful Oath

A [urther reaten for the condemnation of Freemasa it
found when we tzm to a contideration of the Masaric Oath in
nell., The form af this Oath vene somewhar in different

Iz

UMLAWFUOL OATH

Rirunls and in the different Degrees, but these variations are
secondary, and any one form can be considered typleal.

The first form met with by an asplrant is that of the First
Degree for an Entered Apprenrice Mason, aad it runs as

*1, =, in the presence of the Great Architect of the
Universe, and of this worthy and worshipful Lodge of Ancient,
Free and Accepied Masons, regularly asiembled snd properly
dedicated, of my own free will and accord, do hereby and
hereon most solemaly and sincerely promise and swear that T
will always bele, conceal and sever reveal, any or parts,
E_amlwpﬂnn.nﬁhmu_:wmnminqﬂw ing to,

ree and Acospted Masons in Masonry, which may beretofore
have been known by, shall now, or may ar any future period
be communicated to me, unless it be (o a true and lawful Brother
or Drethren, and not even to him ar them wnsil after due trial,
strict examinstion, or a full conviction that be or they are worthy
of that confidence, or in the body of a Lodge just, perfect and
regular, | further solemaly promise that T will not write those
socrets, indite, carve, mark, engrave, or otherwise delineats
them, or cause or suifer the same 1o be sa done by others, if in
my power 1o prevent it, upon anything movable or immovable
under the canopy of Heaven, whereby or whereupon any lemer,
character or figure, or the least trace of any letter, characier or
ﬁtwt-mli“!::mm: legible oc intelligible to anyone in the
watld, 1o QuT 30CTTl, LIS, and hi mysiefics may im-
g_mpﬂlr become known, and that through my unworthisess,

hese several points [ solemnly swear to observe without
evaslon, equivocation, or mental reservation of any kind, under
oo less 8 pentlty,on the violadon of any or either of them, than
that of having my throat cut acress, my toague tom oul by the
roaty, amd my body botied o the sind of the sea ai low water
mazk, or a cable’s length from the shore where the tide m
ebbs and fows twice in twenty-four hours ; o the less i
but no less effective punishment of belng branded as o wilfull
perjured individual, void of all moral wonth, and totally nnﬁ{
to be received into this worshipful or any other war-
rasted Lodge, or society of men wha prize bosour snd virmoe
abave the external advantages of rank and formuze. 5o help me
God, sad kesp me steadfast in thiv my grear and Sur:nm
Obligation, being that of an Entered Apprentice Freemason.™

At the conclusion of this W_E:rfmlnn. the Wershipfal Master
says to the candidate : “ you have just repeated may be
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CATHOLICS AND FREEMASONRY

rded 8% a very serious promise; but, &5 a pledge of vour

gbﬁjlljm‘udj:gumdnil anﬂng:.nl mn.r.n‘mpu:-: lsEn. S-u]!';nm
tion, upon you to seal it with your lips once o

the Volume of the Sunﬁ Law."™ S g

The taking of such an Qath the Catholic Church declores 1o
be urterly oppased 10 all sound momal principles. Nobody is
justified 1n binding himsell in such a way. hat God's name
should be invoked upon such an outrageously-worded formuls
is irreverent to the point of blasphemy, Ungecessary oaths are
not lawful in the sight of God, in any case, involving such a
vain use of His mame, If Masonry is merely 8 benevolent
society, such onths are cerainly not necessary. S

are not mesded for philanthropie works. Nor are
there any philosophical; scientific, religions or even palitcal
secrets proper (o Masonry which could justify them. The caths,
therefore, are null and void, and kave no ethical force whateyer,
Masoary, in fact, not being & department of either Church or
Stare, has no authority to admimster such oaths, and stll less
guthoricy to inflict the threatened physical punishments th
coentain, Then, too, no individual En: any nght to make sie
2 blind surrender of his conscience o the unknown. People
must be sure that what I:Iw{ romise on oath they may lawfully
do, And Freemasonry, unlike other societies, a3 we have scen,
doss not provide candidates in advance with a prospecrus or
list of the abjects and aims of the Sociery, One has to become
8 member first 1o know what is involved ; and even then he
1] i:ll:lt told all,

n amempling to meet these difficuliics, Matons say thar
candidates are assured beforchand, * In such vows thv:;: will
be found nothing incompatible with your moral, eivil, or re-
ligious duties." But who gives that assurance 7 The capdidate
hes to 1ake the word of ons themselves for that, not the
voice of his own conscience.  And how can there be nothing in
such vows incompatible with moral, vl or religions duties,
when the very formula itself is immoral, the penalties invoked
in 1.1rl;'|l:|.1:l::i!1'l::!'lr usurpation of civil authority, and the whole
ceremony a participation inmi:augun religiows rites to which no
rightle-informed istinn d subseribe ?

Some Masons, in their embarrassment, endeavour to lingh
the whole thing off. Thus one Master Masen, Bro, W, G,
Branch, wrote 1o the Anglican Chureh Timer, March 3oth,
1951, * Concerning the oaths and obligations we may say :

boys and Indians!** But if it is only play-acting, then it

14

SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITIES

15 certainly wrong to wie God's name in such mock-solemnity.
Anaother Mason, the Rev, ], L. C. Dart, writing in T iy
April, 1951, denied that the Masonic obligation could really
called oo oath ot all.  * It's just a serious promise,” he said,
** with @ prayer to be ennbled to keep it But look at the form-
wls again, " I most solemnly and sincerely promise end smear
e s ou (under oty of} ' being branded as a eilfully perjured
individual.” does not the Worshipful Master say to the
candidate afierwards that he must kiss the Volume of the Sacred
Law and thus render his serions promise “inding on comsaence
a3 a Solemn Obligaton "7
When, in May, 1951, Dr Hubert 5, Box proposed that the
Convocation of Canterbury should s£t up an inguiry into
Freemasonry, the Rev, Alexander Morrls protested in horrog,
*Are they seriously suppesting that all clerpy be compelled to
renounces their vows made at their initistion and subsequent
gdvancement in the Craft? ™
In view of all this, the Rev. Walion Hannah, an Anglican
clergyman, in a press interview on an article he had published,
* Should o Christian be a Freemason 2", dghtly said, *' I claim
thar theologically the Frecmasons® ritusl is %'1.:1! of pagan super-
atitinn. My other preat abjection i3 thar Matons mose ke
blood-curdling oaths on the Bible, These oaths caery tecrific
alties which amount to & murder pact if they are taken
terally, and high-tounding nopnsense which amounts to blas-
phemy if they are not 1o be taken lircrally,™
But can one imogine a Catholic taking this unlawful cath,
and sealing it with his lips vpon the Bible [whatever Masons
may think of that Sacred Volume), whilit speaking in the very
formula of " men who prize honour and virue above the
external advantages of rank and forune ™ | Solely for the sake
of temporal advantages such a Catholic is throwing honour and
virtue to the winds, fordwearing his religion, turning his
back upon God !
Subversive Activities
When we turn to the practical results of Freemasonry, we
find [ts activitics so Epﬁ:d to the welfare of civil government
and of the Cathalie Chuapely thist the real seandal would be the
absence of any condemnation by the Popes |
Take first the impact of Freemasonry upon civil government.

It must be remembered that they were the Continental Lodges
which were first brought 1w the notice of Rome. And no one
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FOCIAL INJUSTICHE
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