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TRANSLATOR’S PREFACE.

Tue work here presented to the public in
English dress, first appeared some fifteen years
ago, in the form of a quite small volume. Meet-
ing with a favorable reception, both from its vi-
gorous treatment of the vital questions which
called it forth, and from a native interest belong-
ing to the higher themes upon which it touches
— an interest to which the human mind is ever
alive — the author was twice led to enlarge and
improve the treatise, until in the third edition it
has reached its present size.

In the work of translation I have endeavored
fairly and faithfully to present the sentiments
and views of the author, without omission or
accommodation — all  responsibility for their
character of course resting with himself. The

polemical cast of some portions of the work, par-
(iii)
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ticularly of the notes, will be accounted for by
the circumstance that the author in this edition
takes occasion to reply to numerous objections
urged against his views as presented in former
editions of the work. Keeping in mind the re-
mark of the author, that “we by no means
design to give instruction in regard to matters of
science in the present volume,” and also the ob-
vious fact, that general and cstablished principles,
rather than more rapidly accumulating indi-
vidual facts, are wanted for the discussion before
us, I have refrained from attempting much addi-
tion to the scientific portions of the work. A few
facts of recent discovery in the sphere of Astro-
nomy, evidently calling for mention, as well as
some results of much interest, and serving to
carry out more fully the design of the author in
placing together, in a general way, such facts and
views as may present to the mind with sufficient
distinctness, the astronomical theory of the
world,—a few such matters have been introduced
in the form of unpretending notes and additions
in the fifth chapter, whilst an occasional note
"has been added here and there throughout the
work at large.
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It may be well to state that a short treatisc
upon Geology and the Bible, together with seve-
ral appendices of kindred matter, is to be found
in the volume from which I translate, but which
in no measure affect the unity and completeness
of the work here presented. As the references
to authorities are almost universally to German
works, the indications of page, volume, &e., refer
to the original, though translations of the worls
may have appeared in this country, except it be
otherwise distinctly stated.

T. D. S.

Harrissure, May Ist, 1857,






AUTHOR'S PREFACE

TO

TIIE THIRD EDITION.

THE present or hird edition of this work has
assumed a new form in many respects, both in
its theological and scientific portions. Whilst in
respect to Astronomy I have found it necessary
only to add or incorporate the results due to the
rapid progress of this science, I have been com-
pelled, on the other hand, to wholly recast many
sections of the work which more particularly in-
volve questions of theology. Since the preceding
edition was given to the public, I have become
conscious of the erroneousness and inadmissibility
of several fundamental views as therein promul-

gated, materially affecting the whole cast of the
(vii)
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work, which with their far-reaching consequences
must now be avoided. I may mention in this
connection, particularly, the material change in
my apprehension of the Hexemeron, and the no
less important alteration in my view of the In-
carnation, which I now, in harmony with the old
divines of our Church, acknowledge to have been
conditioned alone by the sin of man. Desides, I
have felt myself called upon to defend my views
against the attacks of several recent writers, who
have not only referred to my work, but also car-
nestly contested many of my positions. I refer
more particularly to J. P. Lange (posit. Doy-
matik), Ebrard (Abhandlung iber Bibel und Na-
turwissenschaft), Hofmann (Schriftbeweis), and
Delitzsch (Frklarung der Genesisy.  Iispecially
have the two last-mentioned works, from which
I frankly and gratefully acknowledge myseclf to
have derived much benefit, both in the form of
information and suggestion, and by which I have
willingly suffered myself to be corrected in seve-
ral points connected with the subject before us—
especially have these works frequently called
upon me to enter upon a somewhat lengthened
defence of my own views in opposition to those
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presented against them. This has been so often
and so strikingly the case in regard to the spirited
production of Delitzsch, that it might almost ap-
pear to the uninitiated as though my theological
sympathies lay in a wholly different direction
from his, whilst I am joyfully conscious of stand-
ing upon the same ground of Christian faith and
doctrine, and of theological science, with my
esteemed friend, the honored author. The more
frequently, therefore, I am compelled to disagree
with the learned writer in the present volume—
confessedly, however, only in points not vitally
affecting the grounds of Christian faith and doc-
trine —so much the more do I rejoice that I
shall soon in another place, have occasion to
show how highly I prize and regard the late
work of this author, and to testify to the advan-
tage and stimulus I have derived from its perusal,
as well as to show how closely my theological
opinions coincide with his own.

The present edition of this work has demanded
also, in those portions not requiring to be again
wholly elaborated, manifold improvements and
enlargements, and sometimes, no less, abridge-
ments, just as the more matured taste and judg-
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ment of the author has dictated. May the many
alterations and additions made, be found to in-
decd improve and enrich the volume, and may it
in its new form meet with the same cheerful and
appreciative reception as in the former editions!

Toe Avtnor.

Dorrar, August, 1852,
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¢ JEHOVA, UNSER HERR!

Wie herrlich ist Dein Name auf der ganzen Erde,
Der Du mit Deiner Pracht den Himmel gekronet !
Aus dem Munde der Kinder und Siuglinge
Bereitest Du Dir eine Macht,

Um zu schwichtigen Feind’und Rachgierige.

Wenn ich sche Deinen Ilimmel, das Werk Deiner Finger,
Den Mond und die Sterne, die Du gegriindet hast:
Was ist der Mensch, dass Du sein gedenkest,
Und der Menschensohn, dass Du ihn besuchest ?
Wenig unter gittlichen Stand crniedrigst Du ihn,
Kronest ihn mit Ehre und Herrlichkeit.
Du lissest ihn herrschen @ier das Werk Deiner Hiinde,
Allest legtest Du unter seiner Fiisse,
Schafe und Rinder allzumal,
Sammt den Thieren des Feldes,
Den Vigeln des Himmels und den Fischen des Meeres,
Was nur durehwandert Pfade des Meeres.

Jehova, unser Ierr!

Wie herrlich ist Dein Name auf der ganzen Erde !”

(xvi)



@her Bible and Hstronomy.

CHAPTER FIRST.

THEOLOGY AND NATURAL SCIENCE.

We have also a more sure word of prophecy, where-
unto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that
shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the
day-star arise in your hearts.!

Truly the Word of God, as spoken unto us by
holy men of old, moved by the Holy Ghost, is a
sure word ; for though heaven and carth should pass
away, no jot or tittle of it shall fail: it is a precious
word, full of the energies of a divine life, a lamp
unto our feet and a light unto our path.

But nature also, to him who lias learned to read
therein, is a divine book laid open; for the invisible
things of Him, from the creation of the world, are
clearly seen, being understood by the things that are
made, even his eternal power and Godhead? The
keavens, also, declare the glory of God, and the firma-
ment showeth forth his handiwork.® All that the
starry heavens reveal in lines of light; all that the
scas, the depths and mountains of the ecarth,

12 Peter 1 : 19, 2 Rom. 1 : 20, 3 Psalm 19 ¢ 2.
2% (17)
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proclaim, —the cheerful day and the stormy night,
the glorious bloom of spring, with the hail which
crushes and the frost which blasts its beauty; the
lily of the field, the sparrow on the roof, the hem-
lock in the meadow, the serpent in the grass; yea,
even a mote in the sunbeam, or a grain of sand,
are, when earefully read and correctly understood,
a Word of God; testifying of former days, declaring
His wisdom and Iis power, but also Ifis holiness;
revealing His creative love, but also IIis avenging
Jjustice.

The yearning and earnest expectation of the crea-
ture! are no less a sermon from God, fraught with
the deepest lessons of wisdom and knowledge, testi-
fying of blessings and curses, of death and the resur-
rection, of sin and redemption.?

¢« Although,” says one who has devoted his whole
life? to the study of this divine writing — ¢ although
the book of Nature in comparison with the holy
book of Revelation, appears but like an obelisk
covered with hieroglyphics, standing amid the ruins
of an overthrown city; whose characters have in
part become unintelligible to the present race of
men, and in part defaced and obliterated by a hostile
hand; yet have we good grounds upon which to
maintain an agreement between the contents of these
Lieroglyphic tracings, which were originally also a

! Rom. 8 : 19-21.

2 Compare, for example, the interesting remarks of @. I1. v.
Schubert, Ansichten von der Nachiscite der Naturwissenschaft, 4th
ed., Dresd. 1840, p. 259 seq.

8 G I v. Sehubert, Symbolik des Traums, 3d ed., Leipaig, 1840,
p. 44 seq.
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revelation of God to man, and the contents of the
Holy Scriptures. Yea, nature also, with unmistake-
able clearness, bears witness of Him from whom and
through whom are all things; and in the present age
of the world, when man is perversely inclined more
to investigate and delight in physieal and intellec-
tual truths, in which he would fain find a full supply
of his wants, than in an examination of Holy Writ,
it is perhaps not wholly unnecessary to call attention
to the solemn testimony of nature, and the harmony
of its teachings with those of the Sacred record.

True, the written Word of God contains all that is
necessary for our welfare: true, the Sacred Oracles
speak to us more clearly, intelligibly, and unmistake-
ably, than the characters of the obelisk: they speak
just as clearly to the learned as to the unlearned, to
the rude and unlettered as to the talented and refined.
For they are like “a stream of varying depth, in
which the elephant may swim and the lamb wade,”
and whosoever hopes, with the book of Nature, to
dispense with the book of Revelation, his eyes are
blinded no less to the witness of the one than the
other, to the being and works of God. Yet still
must we also give heed to that voice, whose sound
goes out through all the earth, and its words to the end
of the world,! and learn from it what is revealed to
us through the creative word of God; and this the
rather, since nature—originally a message from God
for us—may yet become a witness against us, for it
is written, so that they are without excuse.?

Thercfore, let the theologian, and indeed all C7ris-

1Ps. 19 ; 4. ' 2 Rom. 1 : 0.
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tians, deign to learn of the student of nature: let
the student of revelation give honor to whom honor
is due: let him cheerfully permit the masters of sci-
ence to disclose to his view a new world of wonders,
the product of his Father’s hand. Let him frankly
acknowledge the truth, and strive to appreciate the
bold and laborious research by which fresh treasures
are brought to light from the deep and hidden mines
of science, and east into current coin.

But, in like manner, let the man of science give
honor to whom honor is due, the master become the
disciple, the teacher the pupil. Let him sit in the
humble and teachable posture of a second Mary of
Bethany, at the feet of a higher Master, and there
learn the words of eternal life, and a wisdom which
dates not its origin in time—there learn what neither
his microscope nor telescope can reveal, and yet what
alone can lend to his wisdom a true sacred character.
Let him not forget that if nature be a book full of
Divine lessons and teachings, yet is the Bible the
lexicon and grammar, whereby alone the etymology
and syntax of its sacred language, the form and his-
tory, the sense and signification, of the single words,
may be learned —that it alone is the teacher of that
criticism, hermeneutics, eesthetics, and logic, whereby
the ¢“disjecta membra poetwe” are to be arranged, tx-
plained, and understood.

But what if the Bible and Nature, instead of ex-
plaining, amplifying, and eompleting, should contra-
dict cach other?

The Bible and Nature, since both are the work of
God, must agree. Where this does not appear to be
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the case, the exegesis either of the theologian or the
student of nature must be at fault. And not merely
the latter, but also the former is, alas! too often
the case, and has begotten incaleculable difficulty in
the question with regard to the harmony of nature
and the Scriptures.

Wherever honest doubt, desirous only of reliable
and incontestable truth, or hostile unbelief, delighting
ever to disgrace the cause of Bible truth in the
cyes of the world, have brought forward pretended
—or apparent—contradictions not capable of recon-
ciliation, between the teachings of Scripture and the
results of science, they have generally referred to
the Biblical listory of the creation; and not only
divines, but perhaps more frequently men of science,
have enlisted all their learning and sagacity to do
away with these pretended contradictions, and bring
out in all its beauty and symmetry, the agreement
between the Bible and science.

And behold! just here, where the conflict would
fain be the most unmistakable, and the contradic-
tions most numerous — just here it is, that, with an
adequate idea of Divine Revelation, and a proper
understanding of the Divine record, a contradiction
is wholly ¢mpossible. And for this reason, that the
Bible neither reveals nor was designed to reveal
what is attainable by scientific investigation; and
<conversely, that no knowledge to be gained by
scientific research, comes within the province of
revelation :—Dbecause these two sources of knowledge
do not encroach in their teachings upon cach other,
but lie side by side, and hence of course cannot
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contradict and supplant, but only (the correctness of
their teachings in other respects granted) complete
each other.

The Mosaic history of the creation,’ as the Bible
in genecral, was by no means designed to give in-
struction in regard to natural science. Nothing was
more foreign to its object. The efforts of the human
mind after secular culture, after art and science,
were never designed to be mere tributaries to, and
dependent upon, special Divine revelation. As man
was to gain by the sweat of his brow, his daily
bread, for the support of his physical life, from the
carth e inhabits; so also must he acquire from na-
ture n, around, below, and above him, by wearisome
effort and diligent research, science and knowledge
for the support and culture of his mental being.
In no case whatever has either mathematical,
physical, or medical science, been communicated
to him by Divine revelation. None of the prophets
of the old dispensation, no apostle of the new,
gained scientific knowledge through revelation. No
one of them was raised by Divine illumination in
this respect, beyond the stage of knowledge and
culture belonging to their own age. All that a
Moses knew in the several spheres of Astronomy,
Geology, Natural Ilistory and Medicine; in regard
to the constitution of the starry heavens, the struc-
ture of the earth’s crust, the signs of clean and un-
clean animals, the course or treatment of leprosy,

! We cannot here anticipate the detailed explanations of the
subsequent chapters of this work, and must hence for the present
confine ourselves somewhat to generals.
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the cconomy of the sexes, ete., he had learned under
the tuition of the Egyptian Magi,' or had acquired
from personal observation and study during the
forty years he spent in the wilderness. But Divine
wisdom knew well how to avail itself of knowledge
thus acquired, by natural means, and to consecrate
it as the vehicle of imperishable ideas of grace and
justice, of sin and redemption. All that a Selomon,
whose wisdom attracted the Queen of the South,
spoke or sung,”in his three thousand Proverbs, or
in his one thousand and five songs; in regard to
trees, from the Cedar of Lebanon to the hissop upon
the wall; in regard to beasts and birds, creeping
things and fishes; was the fruit of his own deep
contemplations of nature; but it was also a channel
through which Divine wisdom might be conveyed
to the minds of men.

Yea, we go even further; we boldly maintain, and
with the fullest assurance of not in the least com-
promising the Divine character of the sacred books,
that holy men of God, both of the Old and New dis-
pensations, who, under the influence of the Spirit
were moved to divine words or deeds, may very
eagily have been involved, as far as scientific know-

! Hence, the circumstances which brought Moses into connec-
tion with these wise men, must be regarded as having been spe-
cially under the divine direction. He who was to give to Israel
the law and divine service, and with them fresh treasures of
divine revelation, must also be learned in all the wisdom of the
Egyptians; in order, thereby, to attain to the highest preparation
of his natural gifts and talents, and also sufficiently comprehen-
sive knowledge, for the fulfilment of his Divine mission.

21 Kings, 4: 32, 33.
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ledge is concerned, in the common and prevailing
errors of their age. Such errors did not in the least
detract from the religious truths they were called
upon to announce, and impress upon the hearts of
men. Ifit be true, for example, that in the time of
Joshua the common opinion prevailed, that the sun,
together with the whole starry heavens, revolved
around the earth in 24 hours, certainly Joshua him-
sclf was not raised above this error; and it doubtless
lay at the foundation of that command, evincing
such signal faith and so often commented upon:
¢ Sun, stand thou still upon Gibeon, and thou moon
in the valley of Ajalon.”* Joshua spoke the com-
mand of faith as he understood the matter, but the
Divine hearing of the command was carried out as
God understood it.? Nor should our faith be any
more estranged from the Scriptures, on finding that
the geocentric view underlies their teachings in
other passages.® Moses also may have had very

1 Jos. 10 : 12, seq.

2 The desire of Joshua was, to see the light of day remain, and
the darkness of night prevented, until he had secured his object
in the pursuit of his enemy. And #Zis desire he gained through
his extraordinary faith. It was a matter of no moment to the
faith of Joshua centuries ago, nor is it now, to the fait of the
reader, by what natural means such a supernatural effect should
be produced.

3 All attempts, therefore, to prevent the inspiration of the
Bible from suffering in respect to matters of human science, by

,proving that though the Scriptures may indeed speak geocentri
cally, the heliocentric view, nevertheless, underlies their teach.
ings, must be regarded as having mistaken their objeet, and as
tending to error. 'This is nothing more than the opposite pole of
that perverse and mistaken spirit, which sought the rejection of
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many physically erroneous views touching the nature
of the starry heavens, or the structure of the earth,
as he in the spirit of prophecy conceived the history
of the creation of the heavens and the earth, without

the Copernican system, because a few passages of Scripture in-
volve the geocentric view. Such was the error committed by the
worthy G. Fr. v. Meyer, who, in his Bldttern fur héhere Wahrheit,
viii, 342 seq., tries to defend the formal proposition: ““The Bible,
in thought, takes the heliocentric view.”” In order to effect this,
he adduces particularly, James Ist, 17th:  Every good gift and
every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the
Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow
of turning.” In explanation, he adds: “ Ilere allusion is made
to the earth, in contrast to the lights of the firmament, and there
is attributed to the former, not as an accidental, but as an inhe-
rent quality, what is denied as an essential or inherent property
with God, namely, a variableness and darkness produced by turn-
ing (or rotation)., Were reference here made to a revolution of
the heavens about the earth, in connection with which the sun
produces the alternation of day and night, this motion would be
something external to, and not belonging to the earth, which
would not be in harmony with the import of the contrast. We
concede that the hint is a very slight one, not rising to the cha-
racter of a direct animadversion; and we regard the passage as
a proof, as delicate as it is clear, that no less according to the
wisdom of the Spirit of God, than the teachings of modern
gcience, the earth rotates upon its axis; yea, that it holds, as is
scarcely to be separated from its axial rotation, its annual course
around the sun, and hence, of course, that the helioeentric system
must underlie the views of the Bible.” G. F, G. Goltz (in his
otherwise not unworthy small treatise: Die Stillstehende Sonne
zu Gibeon, Berlin, 1833, p. 35) concurs in this course of reason-
ing, and adduces as an additional argument, Gen. 1:5: “Then
from evening and morning arose the first day,” [as Luther ren-
ders the passage]. By this he would have us understand: “Then
came the day from evening (the west) towards morning (the
east).” And thus does the passage contain evidence that the

H]
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its at all being necessary that his mind should have
been thereby disabused of these errors; for the
Mosaic history of the creation was by no means in-
tended to give instruction in physics, but its design
was wholly to impart religious knowledge.

True, however, it is also conceivable that a physi-
cal truth may be interwoven with the revelation of
religious truths, cither as the necessary vehicle of
the latter, or perhaps as the accidental attendant, or
in a measure, the exponent of such truths. Doubt-
less, the religious or cthical position of something
in nature, which is the object of revelation, may be
so conditioned by its physical constitution, which is
matter of scientific inquiry, that an erroneous appre-
hension of the latter would give to the former a
false character and an erroncous tendency. Thus,
for example, the physical constitution of the uni-
verse, the adjustment and connection of the different
bodies composing it, their mutual relations, and the
like, may also have a religious significance; which,
as such, might be matter of revelation, so far as a
more profound knowledge of it might lend to our
minds a more comprchensive or a clearer insight
into the Divine plan of the world, in which we are
also included, and so deeply interested. DBut cven
in such cases, physical instruction cannot be so con-
nected with revelation, either as its direet object,
nor yet as its consequence, that the human mind

earth rotates from the west to the east; for, were the Secriptures
to speak geoeentrically, they should say, in accordance with the
apparent course of the sun: ‘“Then from the morning and the
evening, arose the first day.” '
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given up to the influence of the Spirit, should there-
by be oceasioned or forced to give up erroncous
views in the sphere of physies; or rendered capable
of so antieipating the future developments of human
science, that its knowledge thus aequired, should
stand in open conflict with the stage of development
belonging to that age: for both these alike would
directly conflict with the character of Divine revela-
tion. Revelation in sueh cases refrains from com-
munieating knowledge, as indeed it does not design
to reveal at once, all and everything that is of re-
ligious significance. Nay, rather, it is like a gover-
ness, who does not at once impart to the child com-
mitted to her care, all she knows; but merely at each
time what is immediately required for the advance-
ment of her pupil, or what its previous culture
has fitted it to receive and apply. The Iloly Serip-
tures in such cases, evince their Divine eharacter in
this; that they leave room for all the future progress
and results of science, that they never are found in
error, and that no new science may approach them
with the remark, “Iad ye but been silent.” DBut
we may rest in the confident assurance that hereafter
—in eternal life—a revelation of a vastly higher and
more comprehensive kind, will rectify the errors of
our human science, fill up its chasms, and disclose
to our eager minds its higher religious import.

The error on the part of the student of the Bible,
when contradictions seem to arise on a comparison
of the facts of revelation with the results of science,
consists frequently in this: that he expects to find in
the Bible, information that is wholly foreign to it,
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and which it would have no motive in communi-
cating ; sinee for the time being it still lies wholly
without the sphere of its objects. Deluded by the
ignis fatuus of this fhlse expectation, the Scriptures
are examined ; and, thus examined, naturally appear
in a false light and are wrongly apprehended.

But none the less may the pretended or supposed
contradiction rest upon an erroneous interpretation
on the part of the student of nature, in that he too
may approach the Book of nature with unwarranted
pre-suppositions, and there read from its pages what
he himself put into them. As the scientific and
physical point in regard to any matter, is not the
subject of revelation, so, conversely, the specifically
religious point does not fall within the sphere of
empirical science. Whether, for example, the world
was created in time, and from nothing, through the
will of a personal God, as the Bible teaches; or
whether, as erring belief of both ancient and modern
times teaches, it be itself God and eternal, so that
the origin of new forms of life in it manifest only
its proper self-development; is a question which no
man of science is able to determine, from the results
of his observations and investigations; for the in-
strument of such knowledge is faith alone. It ever
eludes the grasp of empirical science, and the more
conscientious and faithful such secience is, so much
the more carefully will it abstain from all such erro-
neous and presumptuous expectations. It were the
gravest possible self-delusion for the student of na-
ture, or any one else, to imagine that the results of
his empirical investigations required him to deny
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the Biblical doctrine of the creation of the world.
Not science, but speculation (for error may exist in
the magnet or compass no less readily than faith or
trath), is to blame for such vain assumptions.

As with the Biblical doctrine of the.creation, so is
it with the other fundamental doctrines of the Serip-
tures, which are regarded as being incompatible with
the results of science. There is drawn or extorted
from these results— true and false—a.theory of the
world, in which the Biblical doctrines of angels and
spiritual beings, of original sin and the incarnation;
of redemption and the end of the world, of the judg-
ment, resurrection, and future state, no longer find
room or recognition. And here again it is not
natural science that is to blame; but unbridled
speculation, or rather an already existing tendency
of thought or imagination, which carries specula-
tion with it, and thus does violence to the results of
scientific investigation, in order to force them to say
what is most pleasing to the unbelieving ear.

When we take into consideration, in addition to
the arbitrary course of philosophical speculation,
also the unreliable character of thosc scientific re-
sults which it makes use of as starting-points, it at
once becomes clear how little weight is to be as-
cribed to its deductions, in contrast with the teach-
ings of revelation. Ifor it is a notorious fact, that
the more decply science attempts to press into the
secrets of the origin and existence of all things, to
solve the problems of time and space, so much the
more unreliable do its results become. It is open to
error in precisely the same ratio that difliculties pre-

g *
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sented by the sea and the mountains, the depths of
the earth and the heights of heaven, grow in magni-
tude. It is the less liable to take appearance for
reality and reality for appearance, just in the same
degree that it confines itself to the surface of things,
without being able to pierce to their centre. Its
results are the more inadmissible, the greater the
difficulty our abstract age has to surmount, in un-
riddling its hieroglyphics and picture-writing; and
in the same ratio does a sagacious criticism become
necessary, to distinguish what is genuine from what
is false or interpolated, in the great Book of Nature.
For let us not attempt to conceal the fact that nature
no longer offers us the pure hand-writing of God: it
is, in many respects, a palimpsest, a ““codex rescrip-
tus:” an enemy’s hand has passed over it, and ob-
literated or rendered indistinet many a precious eha-
racter, and introduced or superscribed many a word
which did not originally belong to it.

Hence it is clear that the Seriptural theologian has
little to fear from the pretended antagonistic cha-
racter of the results of science. But if a conflict
nevertheless arises, let him search the Seriptures
with all diligence, and test with the greatest sacrifice
of opinion his apprehension of the written word,
forgetting all assumption of personal sagacity and
knowledge,—let this be his only presupposition; that
the word of God must stand and wi stand, immov-
ably firm, in opposition to all the assaults and con-
fusion of the opinions of the age, and of human
wisdom, as well as all the pretensions of human
science. If he do not thus succeed in solving the
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supposed contradiction, let him securely remain in
the fortress of the Word, under the cheerful convie-
tion that the contradiction is either merely an appa-
rent one—mnone at all —or that the error lies upon
the side of science. Let him rely upon science, or
rather, upon the living God, whose potent word in
spite of all human pretensions, supports even science
itself, that it (science), in the purifying fires of its
own development, will separate from the true sub-
stance, all wood, hay, and stubble. To swear by
the words of a master, may in all other cases indi-
cate a dependent and timid mind; but there is a
Master by whose words we may swear, and at the
same time evinee true freedom and independency :
The Lord and his Spirit, for it is written: ¢ neither
be ye called masters, for one is your DMaster, cven
Christ.’!

Fortunately, however, the case is still propitious.
True science, and particularly natural science, has
in all ages of the world willingly taken a position
at the feet of revelation; and has ever carefully
avoided any attempts to bring its results into hostile
antagonism with the teachings of Scripture. We
might bring forward a not insignificant array of
witnesses to the truth of Christianity, from the
ranks of science; we might recount a host of cele-
brated names, from Albertus Magnus down to Sehubert
and Cuvier, which, at the same time, are of note in
the Christian world. We might bring forward a
host of witnesses, who shine as stars of the first
magnitude in the firmament of science, who all

1 Matt. 23 : 10, comp. John 8 : 32, 36.
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have cheerfully asserted their unshaken faith in Holy
Writ, and the harmony of its teachings with the
results of their scientific investigations —if this did
not lead us too far from our present object, if it had
not already been frequently and satisfactorily done.

The more astonishing and greater the progress of
the natural sciences collectively in our day, the
more day by day our knowledge of nature increases
in depth and expands in compass, and the results and
views obtained become the highly prized,if notindeed
sometimes over-valued common property of all culti-
vated minds,—so much the less is the Christian, and
particularly the divine, called upon to ignore them;
nay rather, so much the more is it necessary that he
should bring these results and views into fruitful
conncetion with Holy Writ, in order that the two
might be united and mutually complete each other.
Endeavors to consummate such a union have, in-
deed, often been misconstrued, and the call for
them even often denied, both on the part of science
and also religion. Nor have contemptuous insinua-
tions been wholly wanting. These, however, we may
well Jeave unnoticed; but objections sincerely urged,
in the name of religion or science, we duly recog-
nize; but none the less on this account do we con-
sider the difliculties upon which they are based,
as without due foundation.

Nay rather, we maintain that science can but reap
advantage from a vital union with faith; nor can
faith, on the other hand, derive less benefit from a
similar union. Science receives its true conseeration
from faith, its eternal significance, outreaching far
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the bounds of time; faith derives from science,
warmth and vivacity, vigor and fullness. Science is
the younger brother of faith; both are the oftspring
of the same parent, that eternal Wisdom through
which all things were made, and by which they are
supported and preserved. Should not a common
love to a common parent, by whom they are both
sustained, be also a bond of sympathy between
them ? Can it be that one of them should wholly
disregard the welfare of the other? Can the elder,
without the guilt of fratricide, repeat the impious
speech: “Am I my brother’s keeper?” Or shall the
yvounger be allowed boldly to vaunt himself, and
say: I have no need of you?

But, says the advocate of science, shall the science
of physies, which has but lately burst the fetters
imposed upon it by a narrow-minded religion, be
bound anew ? Shall the more free and happy course
of 