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The following Apollonius Bibliography was compiled from my own personal library, as well as from information that I obtained through a search at the Google Internet Search Engine. This search found a total of 2,480 documents containing mention of Apollonius of Tyana, many of which were simply duplicates of others at different websites. When I reached item 762, Google indicated that these 762 were the most relevant and that other quite similar pages had been omitted, giving me a choice of continuing the search with the full list. Certainly, therefore, the following bibliography is complete in the sense that all of the most illustrious works about Apollonius of Tyana have been included. In addition to these primary works, Apollonius of Tyana is mentioned casually in all sorts of miscellaneous articles that are catalogued online, many of which are electronic versions only.

Some of these bibliographical references note that the date is approximate or do not include a place of publication. This information could not be determined; and if any reader can assist me in refining this data, please send email. Your cooperation will be most appreciated. An asterisk * beside the date denotes that these writings were unfavorable to Apollonius by authors who attempted to debunk this "fiction" in defense of "the Jesus Christ". Undoubtedly, additional items in the bibliography are equally anti-Apollonius, but I have no information one way or the other about them. Also, quite a number of these older books have been reprinted in recent decades, though most of these reprint dates are not included here but can be obtained through web searching by author's name.

This bibliography contains over 100 entries spanning the last 500 years. It does not include any source of information about Apollonius prior to the republication of the Philostratus biography in Venice in 1501 or 1502; I have seen both dates for this Latin translation. After the publication of the Philostratus biography in 220 CE, the Council of Nicaea in 325 CE and the Edicts of Emperor Theodosius I in 381-389 CE, which made the dissemination of such information punishable by death, the Philostratus biography "disappeared" from history until 1501.

Although I cannot say this with absolute certainty, as I have not yet seen this work, the 1932 French book by Maurice Magre, noted below, seems to link the saga of Apollonius to the Albigensians, a Gnostic Cathar cult that flourished in Albi, France, in the 12th-13th Centuries, until they were obliterated in the final medieval Crusade during the so-called "Albigensian Campaign" initiated in 1208 CE by Pope Innocent III and completed by his papal successors in 1244. And, curiously, Christian Rosenkruez (pseudonym of Johan V. Andrea), founder of the Rosicrucian Order around 1614, is said by legend to have been buried in a mountain near Albi.

In that meantime, 400-1500 CE, other than works by Arab historian and philosopher Jabir Ibn Hayyan in about the year 800 CE, and a Spanish writer (who also styled himself "Geber" after Jabir) who cited Jabir's work about "Balinas The Wise" (i.e., Apollonius of Tyana) around the year 1250, very little, if anything, regarding Apollonius was published in either Europe or the Middle East. Apparently, it is from the writings of Jabir and "Geber" that we have modern knowledge of the "Emerald Tablets" that have been attributed first to Alexander the Great, who brought them from Egypt to Greece, and later to Apollonius of Tyana, who probably retrieved them from the Cave of Trophonius about 100 kilometers northwest of Athens. Subsequently the Tablets were donated to or acquired by the personal library of Roman Emperor Hadrian in about 110 CE, 13 years after the death of Apollonius. Where these Tablets are located today is anyone's guess, but again, curiously, they are rumored to have been hidden away a final time in Christian Rosenkruez's mountain tomb at Albi.

The following bibliography illustrates the progress and speed of our global technology over the past half-millennium. As I have been assembling it, I have had to give it a lot of "editorial" scrutiny. Johann Gutenberg, inventor of the printing press, published his "Gutenberg Bible" in 1456, the first book ever published using a printing press. As the centuries have passed by, the amount of writing about Apollonius has increased accordingly, indicating how as time has passed, the speed of our ability to share information with one another has increased proportionately. I have counted the various publications in the different centuries, as follows :

1500s -- 3

1600s -- 6

1700s -- 9

1800s -- 37

1900s -- 47

2000s -- 2 (thus far, to date)

Glancing through this collection of material, one understands immediately the reason for the following statement in the article concerning Flavius Philostratus in A Dictionary of Greek and Roman Biography and Mythology, Volume III, Page 324, by Professor William Smith & Others, London, 1890 :

"It would be endless to enumerate all the works that have been written in whole or in part regarding this life of Apollonius. An examination or notice of them will be found in the prefaces of Olearius and of Kayser. The work itself was first published by Aldus, 1502, Venice, fol., with a Latin translation by Alemannus Rhinuccinus, and along with it, as an antidote, Eusebius, Contra Hieroclem. The other editions having this work contain the whole works of Philostratus, as will be mentioned afterwards.

"The life of Apollonius (with a commentary by Artus Thomas) was translated into French by Blaise de Vigenere, 1596, 2 vols. 4to., and repeatedly republished, the translation being revised and corrected by Fed. Morel, one of the editors of Philostratus (Bayle, art. Apollonius Tyanaeus).

"A translation of the two first books, with notes professedly philological, but only partly so, and partly containing a commentary of bitter infidelity, was published in London, 1680, fol. The translation, and probably the philological notes, both of which evince much reading but not accurate scholarship, are by Charles Blount, whose tragical end is told by Bayle. The other notes were partly derived, it is said, from a manuscript of Lord Herbert. This tranlation was prohibited with severe penalties in 1693, but was twice reprinted on the Continent."

At the present time, Nicolas Verger, a very delightful fellow in Bordeaux, France, has commenced upon a continuation of the French angle of this on-going Apollonius research. I anticipate many future correspondences with Nicolas in this regard and wish him the best of luck.

This Apollonius story just will not fade away! Eventually, the Catholic Church will be forced by sheer frustration over mounting public opinion, if nothing else, to comment openly about it. In recent months Pope John Paul II has been asking forgiveness from a lot of church sins of the past, seeking redemption and renewal, as we enter this Third Millennium. His Holiness should issue an "Encyclical of Apology regarding Apollonius of Tyana"! Let us pray ...

Rob Solàrion
April 1, 2001
Dallas, Texas
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1877 Apollonius von Tyana, ein Weihnachtsgabe by C. Mönckeberg, Hamburg

1877 Madame Helena P. Blavatsky on Apollonius in Isis Unveiled, St. Petersburg
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1915 The Gospels and Contemporary Biographies in the Greco-Roman World
by Clyde Weber Votaw, Philadelphia

1925 Das Nykthemeron des Apollonius von Tyana 
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"Everything is worn and withered away by Time,
whereas Time itself never ages but remains immortal because of Memory."
Apollonius of Tyana


