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DEDICATION.

One who loved Truth more than the commendation
of men, left on record as a legacy to the human race,
a sentiment, at once so truly religious, broad and

clevatingr

SP.

that we quote his lines in this connection:

“The world is my country,

To do good my religion.” —PAINE,

With the same broad and philanthropic spirit which

inspired the above we dedicate this work to the world.
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TRIBUTE

TO

J. M. ROBERTS, ESQ.

Ol faithful soldier of the Light,

‘Whose buckler is an honest soul !

The sword of Truth in lustre bright
Gleams in thy hand. Still onward roll
The waves of battle. Yet the shafts of Hate
Are vain ; before the radiant shield

That guards thee still. Thy glorious fate
‘Will be to couquer - not to yield

Oue inch of ground to adverse force—
But, marching on to triumph high,

O’er Error prostrate —left with no resource
Whil'st thou can banded hosts defy,
Knowing that Right shall yet succeed,
And thou, oh soldier staunch and true,
Shalt reap reward for every deed

And word of faith. For such thy due.
And in thy spirit home shall shine

Thy record fair, inseribed by angel hands,
Who to thee bring influx of light divine.

SJanuary rqth, 1885. FORESTER GORDON.
The above lines were inscribed to one whose lamp of mortal
life went out while he battled for the truth. None were more
vakiant or fearless in its defense. He could suffer, but never
yield to wrong, for his soul was cast in the mold from which
. martyrs are born.  Ie fell on the field of battle, full armored
and face to the foe, leaving others to grasp Truth’s standard,

close up the ranks and press on to victory.



MEMOIR OF
JONATHAN M. ROBERTS. ESQ.

Tt is only natural that the readers of this volume should
desire to know sonmething of the life and characteristies of the
individual whose intellectual labors contributed so much to its
value. That earnestness and sincerity were marked elements
of his character, no one could doubt who heard him speak or
read the lines from his pen. To illustrate, we quote the follow-
ing from one of his editorials: * Dear friends and patrons, it
is true that we have not known what rest or recreation was,
during the daily and nightly vigils which we have been forced
to keep, but what of that? Who is there that is worthy to serve
Truth who is not willing to forget self in the grander purpose of
contributing to the common good of mankind?”” His was a life
full of usefulness, and his good deeds were many. When his
great soul had outgrown its mortal surroundings and the
measure of his earthly life was filled, he passed on to other
ficlds of labor in the spheres beyond, leaving this world better
for his having lived in it.

Jonathan M. Roberts, ISsq., was born in Montgomery Co.,
Penna., December, 1821, and was & man of fine eduecation as
well as ynarked ability.  He studied law and praeticed it
for some years, from which he retired previous to his taking up
the editorial pen. Priorto the war, he was an aetive Abolitionist,
and being aman ofstrong temperamert and positive convictions,
le became one of the leaders of that party. Subsequently he
beeame an active Republiean, and spoke eftectively during
several campaigns.  About 1873 he was convineed of the truth
of Spiritualism through receiving eommunieations from his
father, who, when in earth life, was prominent in National
athairs, and a member of the U. S. Senate. In 1878 Mr.
Roberts started M1ND AND MATTER, a weekly journal, devoted
to the interests of Spiritualisin and as its able editor guined a
well earned reputation as a jonrnalist and writer.  He was a
great stident in ancient religions history, and made extensive
rescarches therein, prompted by the revelations reecived from
many ancient and modern spirits. Thus amidst his untiring
Libors for the good of others, hie passed tospirit life February 28,
1858, at his homwein Burlington, NoJ., in the87th yvear of his age.



COMPILER'S PREFACE.

IN SUBMITTING to the reader ANTIQUITY UNVEILED it is

with a feeling of assurance that its eontents will answer
this all important and oft repeated question—Is Christianity
as known and taught in the western world, a divinely inspired
religion, or an offspring of still more ancient religions?
Every unprejudiced student knows, that notwithstanding the
many claims made by Christian writers as to the origin of
Christianity, it still remains simply a formidable religious
system whose souree is buried in the debris of remote antiquity.
The revelations contained in ANTIQUITY UNVEILED are des-
tined to nnearth and solve all the great mysteries surrounding
the origin of the Christian religion, for the unlearned and
student alike. It appears from the testimony set forth in the
following pages that fragments of teachings, forms and dogmas
were gathered from various religious systems that were extant
previous to the so-called Christian era and gradually moulded
into what is known and taught as Christianity, the formu-
lators of this system employing every means to disguise
its pagan origin. This work contains a series of messages
from occult sources bearing upon Oriental religions, and their
relation to Christianity, with comments thereon by the late
J. M. Roberts, Esq. The following is a briefaccount of thie man-
ner in which these messages were received. On March 26th,
1880, Mr. Roberts, then editor of MIND AND MATTER, received
a communication through the medium from Potamon the
founder of Eclecticisin, which was the beginning of the series.
This was followed by others upon the same subject until
the entire series was finished in 1886. All were published in a
weekly journal as received. They contain in a small space a
vast anmount of knowledge pertaining to the religious history
of mankind which before this unfoldment, was unknown to
the world. It is these revelations of such great import to
every individual that we place before our readers.
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The object of publishing these important and startling
revelations is not only beeause they are of universal interest,
but to preserve them to the world as well as meet the
popular demand of progressive minds in every clime. The
corroborative evidence embraced therein demonstrates con-
clusively that Apollonius of Tyana was the Jesus of Naza-
reth, the so-called Saviour of the Christian Seriptures. This
great teacher now returns to earth, and inspires a niedium
through whom he explains the mysteries which have sur-
rounded the origin of so-called Christianity. These facts
being so highly important, it seems imperative that they
should be widely disseminated ; therefore we have concluded
to issue them in a volume entitled ANTIQUITY UNVEILED.

The work would have been published by Mr. Roberts in
book form, had he remained in earth life a few years
longer and received the eneouragement and support he
was entitled to in view of the great work he was ecalled
upon to fulfill for the enlightenment of maukind. We can
not hope to compile the work so completely and ably as
Mr. Roberts would have done, he being fully prepared with
all the details, as well asg possessing marked ability and
wonderful adaptation for such a task. The only thing which
now scems possible in view of the demise of Mr. Roberts, is
to insert the the communications in the order they were re-
ceived as far as practical,* and as much of his comments as
the size of the volume will admit. These will rest upon their
merits as bearing upon the religious history of the world.
The work will at least be suggestive of thought, and cause
many minds to look below the surface of the present religious
teachings.

A considerable number of publications have been brought to
the attention of the reading world heretofore by able authors
and scholars upon the subject of ancient religions.  These
works, however, have been based upon what history of past
ages has 1ot been destroyed and is now aceessible, and sueh
researches as could be made at a time so remote from the age
in which these religions had their origin.

Other works have been published within the last twelve

* Many of these spirit witnesses could not deliver their testimony in the
order arranged by the spirit guides of the medium, for the reason that
conditions were unfavorable,
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years, whose authors have had the opportunity to draw facts
and data from these communieations and comments, which
have been in print since 1830, and therefore accessible as sources
of information upon the subject since that date. While it
is gratifying to know that other writers have seen their value
aud importance, it is only just to the authors of these spirit
messages, as well as to Mr. Roberts, in view of his exhaustive
labors in this field of research, that we accord them due
credit by placing on record the time when they were first
received and published.

This work differs from all others preceding it from the fact
that it is dependent upon history only so far as to identify the
individuals giving the communications, and to bring to notice
collateral facts bearing upon their testimony.* Instead
of the conflicting statements of history, we have the cor-
roborative testimony from spirit life of those who were con-
spieuous in the aneient history of our world. Some of these
distinguished individuals were the leading lights in the
propagation of the ancient religions from which the teach-
ings of Christianity were borrowed. Others of their number
lived at and subsequent to the date of the Christian era,
and testify definitely as to the part they acted in the origination
and promotion of Christianity, as formulated from ancient
religions. Many of these witnesses now return and contradict
the assertions of Christian writers, viz : that they taught and up-
held Christianity while on earth. Others testify that they have
learned in spirit life the fallacy of the teachings of Christianity.
Still others testify, as they did in earth life, that they knew the
teachings of Christianity were not in accord with truth, but
were composed of fragments gathered from the decayed religions
of the past, and moulded by skillful minds into the shape best
suited for their purpose ; after which all traces of their ancient
origin were destroyed as far as possible, that they might appear
as a direct inspiration from God. Hence we cannot expect to
find the root of the Christian religion at the comparatively
recent date 6f eighteen hundred years ago, but back through the
dim vista of the Oriental ages. Many of these spirit witnesses it
appears, fearing for their lives, withheld the truth while on

TRt s clearly proven in these pages that history has been so
mutilated by eliminations, forgery and interpolation in the interests of
Christianity, as to render it unreliable and misleading in the extreme.
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earth, but retnrn and divulge it now. A few of them, only,
were unwilling witnesses, who finally yielded to the force of
truth and rendered their testimony. We know of none more
competent to testify upon these vital questions than those who
were the religious teaehers at the periods before mentioned.

Some of our readers may discredit the source of these commu-
nications, but this does not dispose of the subject-matter. The
testimony remains, backed up not only by the truth whieh
underlies it, but by the collateral faets of history. Therefore
whatever the source, this mass of evidence must be met, if at
all, on the basis of that logic and reason to whieh the subject is
entitled. Others without due consideration, or the ability to
comprehend the great and interesting questions involved, may
consider the work a fiction. If so regarded, it must be admitted
that it is a fiction of such ponderous proportions as to be
unequalled in the field of romance. On the other hand, if it
bears the scrutiny of the reasonable mind and proves to be gen-
erally true it must then be conceded that the pages of this
volume chronicle the most wonderful and startling revelations
given to the world in any century of its history.

Though Mr. Roberts was a well-read man of great intelligence,
hie had heard of but very few of the authors of thesa spirit com-
munieations until they introduced themselves to him through
the medium. He was, therefore, greatly surprised at receiving
such startling historieal disclosures, and found it necessary to
continually refer to encyclopwedias, biographical dietionaries,
ete., in order to establish their identity, and obtain as much
evidence as possible of the eorrcetness of their statements.
This required the labor and research of years. Many of the his-
torical sketehes of these spirits had to be translated from other
languages into English, and in eases where there were no
historical records extant, their statements had to be tested
by the light of collateral evidence. In these revelations are
pointed out many instances where historieal records have been
so mutilated by Christian writers and others in the interests of
Christianity that they are entirely unreliable as trne historiecal
records.  Reference is given in connection with each eom-
munieation where historieal evidenec may be found, that the
critieal reader may seareh for himself. From the fact that
translation was necessary in so many instancees, the idea is pre-
cluded, whieh some might entertain, that the medium could
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have originated these communications. Even if he had been a
great scholar and equal to the task of translation, there remains
to be accounted for the many corrections made, the missing
links furnished, as well as the masterly manner in which some
of these ancient scholars expose the mutilations of history and
settle questions that have caused much controversy among
historieal writers. No scholar living on earth at the present
day, however learned, unaided by spirit infelligence, could
thus have laid bare the facts in this eonnection, and certainly
not one who, as an individual, was a marked illustration of how
the ignorant and unlettered are chosen by the ‘“powers that be’’
to confound the wise. 'The spirit messages are given verbatim
as received, but the biographical references are inserted in a
few instances only, as it would make the volume too large. For
a similar reason the eomments of Mr. Roberts are only partially
included. Inough of the latter, however, are given, to show
the reader how deeply he entered into this vast subject, and also
give him some idea of the labor required to consummate this
work. At many of these sittings other individuals, in company
with Mr. Roberts, were present, hence there is no lack of
evidence that the communications were received through the
medium and carefully recorded. During the time these
interviews were in progress, many questions were put to the
spirits which were suggested by their statements. These were
answered with a promptness and facility which proved their
ability to elucidate any point bearing upon the subject under
consideration. If the medium had been simply a pretender,
instead of a passive instrument under spirit control, these
questions would have remained unanswered.

Sonie readers of this work, not knowing the essential facts
connected with its history, and moved by their prejudices,
born of a false education, may attempt to make it appear that
the contents were produced through collusion between Mr.
Roberts and the medium regardless of their misleading effects.
No greater mistake could be made. From the evidence herein
set forth, it appears that too much collusion has already been
practiced by the Church authorities in the past for the good of
mankind, the evil of which seems now in a fair way to be cor-
rected by witnesses from whose testimony there can be no
appeal. In regard to Mr. Roberts, no shadow of suspicion
could reflect upon him as to collusion in this matter, for he was
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known to be a man of the highest integrity, whose rocord
would bear examination even by his opponents. His ability,
scholarly attainments, intelligence and earnestness, evinced in
his exhaustive labors upon this subjeet to discover the truth,
are apparent throughout the entire work.

Those who are unfamiliar with this mode of spirit intercourse,
will searcely comprehend the difficulties to be surmounted
before these spirits were able to accomplish their self-imposed
task. It seems marvelous to those who understand the laws
governing these manifestations, that these spirits should be
able to return and deliver so eoherently this vast array of
evidence, while eontrolling a physieal organism so unlike
their own ethereal organism. The consisteney with which
these individuals who lived on earth, not only in the
remote ages of antiquity, but down through the eenturies,
present their testimony, every vital part in eoherenece with the
other, is among the most remarkable events in the history of
our world. In this instance the difficulties were largely aug-
mented by the presence of a great opposing force from the
gpirit side, composed of those who from the very ineeption of
the Christian religion have been engaged in promulgating its
teachings, borrowed from heathen mythology and galvanized
with the name and sentimentalism of Christianity. These
spirit enemies of truth evidently knew that the result of these
revelations reaehing the world meant annihilation of the
power they had gained, therefore every obstacle they could
control was placed in the way to prevent their transmission.*

These witnesses were niostly the learned men of their
time, embracing rulers, prophets and historians. They step
to the front in the Nineteenth Century to refleet light on
history’s pages, by pointing out the criminal errors eaused
by interpolation and elimination, thus showing how the records
of the past have been mutilated and the truth misrepresented

*This condition of affairs, in relation to opposing spirits in the interests of
Christianity, may seem very strange to those who have not had experienee
in that direction, but the truth of it has been demonstrated to an extent
which renders doubt impossible It must be self-evident to our readers
that the millions of defenders of Christianity, who have passed to spirit life,
would not permit an attempt to be made to clucidate the falsity of their
religious teachings without making a most strenuous effort to prevent it.
We refer more especially to the leaders in the cause of Christianity, whose
power over the people 1t affects.
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for selfish ends. In doing this they have fearlessly laid bare
the parts where personal ambition has prompted changes for-
eign to the truth and misleading to mankind. The light they
bring includes not only what they acquired on earth, but also
the clearer knowledge gained in spirit life.

Now, in view of the many opposing factions in the religious
world, each claiming to be right, many minds have doubtless
questioned why this testimony as to the truth concerning the
great religious questions which so agitate the human mind has
been deferred so long? Why, if the lines of communication
were open between the two worlds, the philosophers, teachers
and learned men of old, who are in touch with these matters
of such vast importance have not returned ere this to dissi-
pate the fearful delusions which envelop humanity ?

To close readers of the history of man’s spiritual unfoldment,
it must be evident that these revelations were brought to the
attention of the world as soon as the state of man's growth
enabled him to comprehend and embrace them. That the
great and good in the spirit realms have been struggling for
centuries through adverse conditions to consummate this great
task, nounprejudiced reader can doubt. That they have failed
many times in the past is equally true, consequently all efforts
in that direction had to be abandoned from time to time until
man had progressed to a condition which rendered success
possible. Destiny, it appears, awarded that period to the latter
part of the Nineteenth Century.

We need not apologize to our readers for the length of the
preface. On a subject of such vast importance, with so many
points to be considered, even the space we have taken does not
afford scope to embrace them all.
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TO

SECOND EDITION.

\VHE\I public attention was first called to ANTIQUITY
UNVEILED, we were uncertain whether the people had
reached a point in human progress where they could aceept
its revelations. Bitter opposition was expected from those
who were in sympathy with the Christian religion, ns well as
from many others who had not the courage to probe deeply for
truth on heathen or Christian ground. But we were not
prepared for such an eager demand for the book from people of
nll classes. KEven from far off India, a call was received for
a large number of copies, n sequel to the interest manifested by
Eastern scholars who attended the Parliament of Religions.
On every hand was manifested a desire for more light
upon the religious questions whiely cause so much agitation
in the church as well as beyond its pale. The light that
dissipated the darkness surrounding the real origin and pro-
mulgation of the world’s leading religions, was found radiating
from the pages of ANTIQUITY UNVEILED, where was also
found the solution of the many vexed questions that have
baflled the scholar as well as the unlearued, for many eenturies.
Recently new and important information bearing upon the
remarkable elaims of this work, has eome to hand from the
Iand of the Orient, which should not be overlooked, and to
which we shall refer later.

The World’s Parliament of Religions held in Chicago in
1893, was the opportunity of the Nineteenth Century for the
study of comparative religions.  This important event was in
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the line of evolution and has done much t5 establish the truth
as to the origin, promulgation and ethical status of the religions
of the world. It made it possible for scholars from all quarters
of the globe to participate in this unprecedented religious
assembly and throw light upon the various religions, and
especially upon the Christian religion as viewed from their
standpoint. The testimony of some of these scholars has done
much to support the claims of ANTIQUITY UNVEILED. The
real purpose of this great religious gathering was to econvince
the world of the originality and superiority of the Christian
religion, but it resulted in bringing to the Western world
through the scholars from the Kast, the knowledge that
Christianity is simply the offspring of religions more ancient,
than itself.
HOW SCHOLARS SUSTAIN THE CLAIMS OF ‘' ANTIQUITY UNVEILED.”

The following is a quotation from a paper read at the Parlia-
ment of Religions, by PROF. GOODSPEED, entitled, WHAT
THE DEAD RELIGIONS HAVE BEQUEATHED TO THE LIVING:
“ Formerly it was customary to find little that was original in
any religion. All was borrowed. The tendency to-day is
reactionary, and the originality of great systems is greatly
exaggerated. * ¥ ¥ DMany a shrine of Christianity is a
transformation of a local altar of heathendom. There is no more
important and no more intricate work lying in the sphere of
comparative religions than an analysis of existing faiths with
a view to the recovery of the bequests of preceding systems.
While much has been done the errors and extravagances of
scholars in many instances should teach caution. We must
pass over a large portion of this great field. Attention should
be called to the wide range of materials in the realm of
Christianity alone.  To her treasury, bequests of usage and
ritual have come from all the dead past. From Teutonic and
Celtic faiths, from the Cultus of Ronie, and the worship and
the thought of Greece, contributions can still be pointed out in
the complex structure.”

RABBI SCHINDLER, of Boston, the eminent Biblical scholar
in writing of ANTIQUITY UNVEILED, says: ‘I have read
the book with a great deal of pleasure, but it would be
impossible for me to express my thoughts concerning it
in a few lines. There is so much to be said about it, that it
would take many pages to express it, and to do this I have not
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the time. However, permit me to toneh upon a few points.
The purpose for which the book seems to have been written, has
long ceased to be a pressing want, because all who cven super-
ficially have read history, know that the Christian religion
has developed from Jewish and Pagan sources, and that the
supposed author of it was a myth. It is well known that there
is no contemporary evidence in regard to him, that if he has
lived he was not known at all, and has not been a great ideal
of a man which Unitarians wish to make of himi. That
people do not speak out what they think, and do aot eonform
at once with their better knowledge is due to their nnwilling-
ness to pose as martyrs. They let things go ns they please and
keep their opinions to themselves.” The foregoing is an
extract from a brief review of the work by this very able writer.

HENRY FRANK, a leading liberal writer and scholar, August
26, 1893, writes: ‘ ANTIQUITY UNVEILED is one of the most
interesting books it ever fell to my lot to enjoy. I therefore,
take the first opportunity to express the effect which the
remarkable book is having on me, as [ suppose you would like
to know. In the first place let me say that the treatise itself is
the most absorbing of anything on the subjeet, I have yet come
across, not even exeepting the writings of Max Muller. Mr.
Roberts has certainly given us in a comparatively small space,
a most surprising quantity of information, and I would at once
recommend it as a handy compendium on the general subject
of the origin of all religions. Thus far, I refer only to the actual
historieal citations with whieh this work abounds.”

G. W. Browx, M. D. Author of ‘ Researches in Oriental
History,"” writes: ‘““ Having travelled over the entire historical
ground with diligent care, I find the positlons taken in your
book mainly true.”

When the attention of LAKSIIMI NARAIN, of Lahore, India,
who took part in the Parliament of Religions, was called to
AxNTIQUITY UNVEILED he said that the scholars of Fndia knew
that the teachings contained in the gospels originally came
from India, but was surprised that the fact was known and
published in this country. He wns deeply interested in
the work, taking a copy to India with him. He said he
would bring it before the religious soeieties that he represented
in his native land, and he believed its influenee and the
information contauined therein, would do much to break the
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effect of the teachings of Christian missionaries, who were
misleading the uneduecated classes.

VIRCHAND A. GANDHI, of Bombay, India, one of the chief
exponents of the Jain religion at the Parliament of Religions.
in speaking of India, his native land, said, *‘ I, like my friend,
Mr. Mozoomdar and others, come to you from INDIA, THE
MOTHER OF RELIGIONS,'’

MOHAMMED ALEXANDER WEBB in speaking of the effects
of the Christian religion in India, said: ‘“‘Christianity makes
no progress in India among the intelligent classes because the
intelligent Hindoo is conversant with the principles of all
religions, while the Christian only knows hisown imperfectly,
consequently none of the people listen to the Christian mis-
sionaries, but the ignorant classes.”’

MAHARAJAH of Kapurthala, the head of the Sikh braneh of
Hindoo religion, while on his late visit to this country, in a
reported interview as to Christianity, said : ““No high class
Hindoo will accept Christianity since there is nothing to
commend it to hiim for acceptance. If he is an educated man,
he knows how pure a system of ethics is contained in his own
religion and is satisfied with that. If antiquity is to be
reverenced, then his own philosophy is far superior to that
offered by Christian missionaries. He can compare—weigh—
judge—examine—test —and finally he is forced to conclude
that divested of its external covering the Christian religion
owes its origin to the great philosophies of his native land.”

WiILLARD J. HuLL, of Buffalo, N. Y., in writing of ANTIQ-
urry UNVEILED, says: ‘ Probably no book ever compiled con-
taining an array of testimony calculated to prove a given
charge, has been so astounding in its affirmations or produced
a more profound consideration than the work before me. Itis
indeed, a momentous uundertaking to charge and prove the
spurious origin of a religious system claiming prescience and
exclusiveness. Yet thisis the burden of ANTIQUITY UNVEILED.
Scholars in all the past ages who have been disinterested and
unprejudiced in their researches in the occult mysteries of the
effete systems of the East, have maintained that the claims of
Christianity, so far as they relate to originality, either in moral
precept, doctrinary points, or the so-called miraculous concep-
tion of a god, are wholly without warrant, drawn from these
older systenis, and were incorporated into Christianity for the



14 PREFACE,

purposes of power and emolument in the hands of a despotic
priesthood.”?

“ANTIQUITY UNVEILED is a compilation of communications
from ancient spirits with explanatory remarks and suggestions
by the late Jonathan M. Roberts. These communications were
given through the organism of an entranced medinum. They
all testify that no such man as Jesus of Nazareth ever lived but
the name was adopted by the framers of Christianity to cover
the identity of Apollonius of Tyana whose teachings and mode
of life they purloined and made use of as a model upon which
to construet their system. Apollonius is a historieal character;
a man of rare endowments, nobility of mind and singleness 4f
purpose. He and others assert that the teachings he
scribed were given to him in great part by the spirits of the older
masters, and that what is known as Christianity is a mixture
of Bralimanie, Buddhistic, Jewish, Essenian and Gnostic
teachings. The atfirmations made in the book at once place
the upholders of Christianity on the defensive and they must
meet them or their claims fall to the ground. The internal
evidenee of the different testimonies earries with it the fact of
genuineness. The various identities are complete, showing
the absurdity of attributing the work to a single mind. That
sueh an idea should be entertained and used for the purpose-
of destraying the foree of the book would be much more difli-
cult to maintain than the assumption that the ecommunications
are genuine and emanated from the personages they purport
to come from. In ANTIQUITY UNVEILED the world has the
unecontrovertible testimony that Christianity is of spurious
origin aud the most consummate piece of plagiarisim in human
history is laid bare to the eyes of men. The book now enters
upon its second edition. Tt has created a stir in studious
minds, a3 was prophesied when it first appeared, and it is
well, too, that one whose life was devoted to the promulgation
of the Spiritual plilosophy with a persistence few men ever
manifested, should have reared his monument in a work of
this character. Mr. Roberts was a painstaking, eautious man,
and well cquipped by nature aud training to eope with the
great undertaking he espoused, T believe that the greatest uses
of ANxtiquity UnviEtntp are as yet in the inchoative state.  As
nmien beeome broadened in thought, the truths of the book will

hecome more aceeptable and Tasting.”




THE RECEPTION ACCORDED TO
“ANTIQUITY UNVEILED” BY THE PRESS.

The Banner of Light, Boston, Mass.
“‘The historical data given are in themselves a marvel.”
The Trutk Secker, New York.

“The book is bristling with points, deals with a wide range
of subjects, and quotes extensively from well known authors.
It shows where the early Christians found the myths and rites
which they adopted and relabeled, and which the Western
world now knows as Christianity.”

From the Kansas City Journal, April 24tk 1893.

“This is one of the most remarkable books that has ever
found its way to our literary table, and ean hardly be described
without a repetition of its own history.

£The contents are remarkable to the last degree, and any
one reading them and comparing the messages with the com-
ments can sec that no one intellect could have been the author
of all. All through the comments can be seen and felt the
intellectual methods and idioms of the one mind that did the
the work, but of the one hundred and sixty papers from other
assumed authors, no two of them are alike in any respeet, a fact
that will puzzle crities more than anything else about the book.

““There can only be one of two positions, whieli we shall not
pretend to decide upon in any way—either that the whole
book is an ingenuous and exceedingly learned and able inven-
tion, or has a basis for its eontents and argument. Its claims
at once raise the question that is now so rife over all the world,
of the credibility of occult methods and testimony. No scholar
can read this book without intense interest, for its contents
contain within themselves intrinsically so muech that is
plausible, and so thoroughly scholarly and eireumstantial in
statement that the frank minded are perplexed as to which
category to assign it. It is the strangest book in claims, in
contents, and in the fascinating interest of its story that can
be found in oeeult literature.

From the Alcyone Springfield, Mass.

‘“ ANTIQUITY UNVEILED.—The conclusion arrived at in this
book is that the Jesus of the Christians is a mythical charaeter,
chiefly based upon the life and deeds of Apollonius of Tyana.
The statement, if true, is overwhelming. There is a faseinating
interest in reading the multiplied testimony of Apollonius,
Damis, Plotinus, Potamon, Josephus and others. In the work
will be found much to show that Christianity, like all other
religious systems, sprang from some other religions existing
before it. Christianity is not a sudden burst of revelation npon
the world. Tt is an evolution and grew out of other decaying
religious systeins.”’



From the Boston Investigator.

‘A very remarkable book has just been issued by the Oriental
Publishing Co., Philadelphia, entitled ANTIQUITY UNVEILED.
The testimony presented is enormous and of the most startling
nature. It appears from this book that for centuries, com-
mencing with the Christian era, there was established a regular
systemn for the destruction of all the literature that did not
conform to eertain standards of thought, and that which was
not destroyed was hidden and remained hidden until recent
years.  IFromn unexpected sourees a mass of information has
been obtained in regard to Apollonius of Tyana that ptaces
that auneient in the very foremost ranks of the world’s teachers.
The real facts in relation to the origin of the Essenes and other
societies are given, as are also the motives for the destruction
by fireof the Alexandrianand other great libraries. ANTIQUITY
UNVEILED gives proof that many men whose memories have
been cherished with veneration for centuries were nothing less
than forgers and eheats, whose highest ambition was to destroy
historical evidenee, and found new systems of thought upon
lies, plagiarisms and interpolations. That mankind has been
cheated out of much that was real and valuable in ancient
literature by unscrupulous zealots, all intelligent men have
known, but it will be a eomplete surprise to niany to learn the
enormous extent of the vandalism and to learn the names of
the vandals. Had ANTiQuiTY UNVEILED been published a
century or two ago, it would have been burned and its author
also. Butin thisage it will survive and open the eyes of many
and cause them to shun eviland deeeption and aim to be noble
and above all—truthful.”’ —[Junry.]

From the Moslem World, New York City,

*In some respects ANTIQUITY UNVEILED is one of the most
remarkable works of the present eentury. Whatever may
have been the the real inspiration of the work, the evidence it
presents is directly in the line of Mr. Lillie's greatest work, the
author of which certninly cannot be charged with a belief in
or sympathy with the theories of Modern Spiritualism. It is
also strictly in harmony with the eonclusions of many learned,
thoughtful men, who have given Church Christianity thorough
and unprejudiced study in the light of the latest historical
discoveries and translation of the philosophical books of the
lsast.  Inshort, the convietions reached by Mr. Lillie, Baron
Harden Hickey and others, through what are considered the
legitimate ehannels of seientific rescarch, are fully eorroborated
by the anthor of ANTIQUITY UNVEILED, who can hardly be
accused of borrowing his ideas from the authors referred to.
This is a singular fact in itself, and while it eannot be taken as
conclusive evidenee of the correetuess of the Spiritualistice
theories, it gives the work a elaim to eareful consideration
which it night not otherwise possess.”
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APOLLONIUS—THE NAZARENE.




APOLLONIUS.

Apollonius of Tyana, the Jesus of Nazareth,
St. Paul and John the Revelator, of the
Christian Scriptures, Returns to Earth
as a Spirit, and Explains the Myste-
ries that have Concealed the
Theological Deception
of the Christian
Hierarchy.

Before entering upon this all absorbing subject, it is simply
proper by way of explanation to inform the reader that previous
to the date given below, Mr. Roberts had been having regular
weekly sittings with the medium through whom these com-
munications were received, but in reference to the sitting on
May 25th, 1881, Mr. Roberts records in his notes the following :
“ Having becn informed who would next manifest through the
medium, the time having arrived, I felt a thrill of astonishment
and delight of the greatest intensity, and the very air of the
humble apartment in which we sat seemed filled with amighty
spiritual power, as the name of Apollonius of Tyana was
announced, and we were greeted for the first time by the great
Cappadocian sage and philosopher, as well as the greatest
teacher and benefactor that ever drew to himself the love,
admiration and reverence of the civilized world,—Apollonius,
the Spirit Anointed Christ of the Orient.” His communica-
tion was as follows:

¢ Let our salutation be, the survival of truth and its conquest
of Superstition. I was born, according to the Christian calen-
dar, on the 16th day of February, A. D. 2, ot wealthy parents ;
was eduecated, until my 26th year, in general philosophy and
literature, when T served for six years under Ifuxemnes, of
Heracleia, learning the Pythagorian philosophy. After ac-
quiring all T could learn from the teachings of that philosopher,
I went to Antioch, and from there to Jerusalem. On account
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of some wonderful physical manifestations of spirit power
taking place through my then young mediumship, whieh
persons living in Jerusalem had heard of, my entrance to that
eity was hailed, as it has been alleged the entrance of Jesus of
Nazareth was hailed, with hosannas and songs of praise to one
who eame in the name of the Lord.  And now, mark particu-
larly what I say ; this took place when I was thirty-three
years of age, I want you to pay the elosest attention to what I
shall here set forth.  You will, by examining Josephus’s work,
‘War of the Jews,” see, that concerning the siege of Jerusalem
a certain prophecy was given, or words were spoken, as is
alleged, by Jesus of Nazareth, which were fultilled.  You will
find what 1 refer to, in Matthew, 23d chapter and 35th verse,
where the so-called Jesus is made to have asserted that that
generation were guilty of all the blood that had been shed from
Abel to Zacharias, the son of Baroch, slain between the temple
and the altar exaetly thirty-four years after the alleged death
of Jesus.  And you will tind this prophecy then fultilled, while
Jesus is made to have said that it was fultilled in his time;
and here you have an example of the unauthenticity of the
Christian Gospels. All this T learned at the very time at which
Flavius Josephus wrote the history of the ¢ War of the Jews,’
for I was employed and used by the Emperor Vespasian as his
oraele, when in the same state as this medium is; who now sits
before you.

“ Never, during my mortal life, did T desire to be worshipped
after death—never did I, as a mortal man, teach such a doe-
trine. But I was deitied after my death. Nine epistles were
made a present to me by Phraotes ot Taxila, India, or rather
between Babylon and India, who was a satrap, in those days.
Those epistles contained all that is embraced in the present
epistles claimed to have been written by St Paul. And from
what T have learned, as o spirit, I conclude that I am hoth the
Jesus and St. Paul of the Christian scriptures.  Flattering
cnough to my vanity, but the ruin of my happiness,  Itis my
duty, here, to confess all T can bring to recollection, in order
that spiritual darkness may disperse and the light of truth
shine in.

“There is one thing that T desire partieularly to speak of]
and that is the ultimate of spirit power on earth. All Material-
ists elaini that it is impossible to restore that which is dead to
life.  Upon this point, upon nmy own knowledge, [ asscrt that
it you have developed your mortal body to that extent, not into
what is ealled moral purity, but into a holy, trusting love, with
aheart that beats for humanity, if such a person can come in
contact with a fresh, young body from which the spirit has been
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driven out before it could accomplish its mission, take that
body by the hand, and with mighty will arrest that spirit, he
can force it back to the body it once inhabited and make it
fulfill its mission. Three things are necessary to do this—first,
a perfectly healthy organism. That does not imply a strong,
powerful one—it means an organism in which the spirit is.
greater than the body—the excess of spirit producing this
result.” [Here the controlling spirit caused the form of the
medium to rise, and extending his arms at full length to the
right and left said :] ‘ The spirit addressing you is not confined
to the limits of the form you sce before you. It not only fills
the physical organism you see, but extends far around it as
well. In the time when I lived in the mortal form the old was
dying out and the new being born. By this I mean that super-
stition, gods and all such ideas were on the wane, and man was
seeking, as he is to-day, for something more practical and
beneficial.

‘Tt was not through any qualities that I possessed different
from, or superior to, those of any other man, that I accom-
plished what I did, but through the spiritual power within and
with me. This fact I want to have especially marked. The
highest sensitive mortals living in any age or gencration, and
who are living the nearest in accord with nature’s divine law
of truth, will bring forth a child who may be the so-called
Saviour of that generation. Those men and women who utter
the highest and most beneficial truths to their fellow-mortals
are the Saviours of their time.

‘ Further, I have this to say, I retired voluntarily, for I was
neither ostracised nor banished for anything I had done, said
or written, to the same island to which, as is alleged, the St.
John of Revelations went, in the years 69 and 70 A. D. T there
wrote what oceurred through me in a trance state, not knowing
what I wrote, an almost identical story with that attributed to
the co-called St. John the Revelator. That story was nothing
more than an attempt of the spirit world to give the truth of the
spirit life, through a mortal organism, in a day and generation
that was not ripe to receiveit. That is, the medium chosen
for the expression of the teachings of spirits was too much
imbued with the mysticism of Judea and neighboring countries
to be well suited for that purpose.

“IWhat is known to you moderns as the anti-Nicene Library,
contained documents, some of which are still extant, that fully
warrant you in challenging the translators of to-day as to the
eorrectness of their production. Let them examine, if they
dare, the manuseripts referred to and they will find what is
now being published erroneous in niany particulars. They
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have followed too much what their ancestors translated,
without havirg translated for themselves,

“Now and here, I declare that the Christian Gospels were
all preachied by me—preached at Jerusalem—preached at
Ephesus—preached at Athens—preached at Philippi—preached
at Rome—preached at Antioch—preached at Alexandria—
preached at Babylon. In all those countries I preached, and
by manipulations, and certain qualities developed in me, [
healed the sick, restored the sight of the blind, and, in the way
herein set forth, even raised the dead. I will try to make this
raising of the dead plainer. If a child, a youth, or a maiden,
whose body is fresh, full of vigor and perfection, and whose
spirit has hecome detached froni it, in that case T hold that one
whose power is great and whose will is indomitable, while that
body is yet warm, ean cause the spirit to return and continue
to inhabit that organism. TIn this way I know the dead can be
restored to life. When T lived on earth all the philosophers
who taught men to expect redemption, according to more
ancient anthorities, taught that such redemption was to happen
at that time.  From what T have been able to learn as a spirit,
I was the person who was designed by spirits to fulfil that
mission, T claim no pre-eminence over any one. T only say
that my mortal body contained niore spirit than the average of
men, or even the most highly developed among them, at the
time 1 existed in mortal flesh.

“ My history, as it has come down to you moderns, written
by one Damis, and by others afterwards, in regard to the main
incidents of my life, is correct, but in regard to the glamour,
romance and mystery of the narrative, it has no relation to me
whatever.  The latter was the work of my disciples and follow-
ers after my death, and was promulgated by them,

“One thing more and T am through with my communication.
Tt is this. Almost every piceture that in modern times, is
recognized as the likeness of Jesus, is the identical portrait of
Apollonius of Tyana, painted in the reign of Vespasian.  That
emperor consulted me. T was the oracle in his camp. 1 was
the means of saving the life of Flavius Josephus.”” [We here
asked him how it came that Josephus had made no mention of
that fact in his “Jewish War?” Ile replicd.] @ The Jewish
hicrarchy of that day had a horror and dislike of ¢ven their
best friends who were not of their faith, and Josephns being
Pharisce of the straighfest seet was even more than usually
prejudiced against a Gentile like myself. By this [ do not
menn that the Pharisees were bad people, but that they were
so devoted to their religion as to he hitterly bigoted and preju-
diced against those who diftered from them.
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‘Tt ismy opinion, from all I can learn as a spirit, that all the
Christian Gospels are borrowed from, and in fact that their
origin was, the books that I brought from India, obtained in
part from Phraotes, who was King of Taxila. I think those
books were used by the Platonists, Eclectics and Gnosties of
Alexandria, about one hundred and fifty years after. I died in
the year A. D. 99, at Ephesus, and was 97 or 98 years of age,
although some have enlarged the period of my earthly life to
150 years. The originals of the four gospels I obtained through
one Hiram Ermandi, of Taxila, who took me forward into
Farther India. They were written in characters not unlike
those used by the Chincse, on thin, tough paper. They treated
of the four stages of the life of Buddha. The first to his incar-
nation and birth, the second to his childhood and youth, the
third to his mature life, and the fourth to his old age and
death. These books I obtained at Singapore, at the extreme
point of India, on the strait between India and Sumatra.”
[We here mentioned to him the fact that one week before we
had received a communication from a spirit purporting to be
Ulphilas, the Christian bishop of the Goths, who said he had
translated from Samaritan manuseripts the epistles and gospels
to which he, Apollonius, had referred into the Gothie tongue;
and that the manuseripts that he translated were the writings
of himeelf, after the originals he obtained at Singapore, India.
To which he replied.] ¢ One Hegesippus made copies from my
translations and modified versions of the originals in the
Samaritan tongue and Ulphilas copied from the manuseripts of
Hegesippus. I wrote in the Hebraie-Samaritan tongue, which
was the language of my country.”

Here the control of the medium became wholly exhausted.
Bidding us a hasty and most benign adieu, he left the medium
more exhausted than we had ever scen him at any previous
sitting. No other control of the medium was possible, and thus
ended a spirit interview, which is destined to mark an era
in human progress never transcended, if ever equalled, in
importance and interest to all classes of the human race. We
publish sueh faects, as are eonceded by ample authority, to be
historieally established concerning Apollonius.  There is much
that it would be desirable to add as the result of our own
rescarches, but we will confine ourself mainly to the current
history of his life and labors.  As the best condensed sketeh of
the life of Apollonius that we have been able to find, we have
chosen that of the “ Penny Cyelopredia,” London, 1834 :

We fecl that we may safely assume as true and proven, the
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following historical statements concerning Apollonius. He was
born of wealthy parents at Tyana in Cappadocin, at the very
period when it is alleged the Christian’s Jesus was born at
Bethlehem. At the age of twelve years he was sent to Tarsus
in Cilicia, the alleged birthplace and home of St. Paul. Not
liking the frivolous habits of the people of that eity, with his
futher’s cousent, he retired to Algwe, a town a short distanee
from Tarsus, where he remained until after attaining to man’s’
estate. There he studied every system of philosophy, and
perfected himself in rhetoric and general literature.  There he
took up his residence in the temple of Esculapius, so famed for
its miraculous cures, was initiated by the priests of that temple
in their mysteries, and performed cures that astonished not
only the people, but even those masters of the art of healing.
He there finally decided to adopt the philosophy of Pythagoras,
and vigorously observed the trying diseipline instituted by the
Samian sage. He performed the terrible task of five years
silenee, which he endured eheerfully and without a murmur of
complaint. He abstained from animal food, wine and wonien
—Ilived upon fruits and herbs—dressed only in linen garments
of the plainest construction—went barefooted and with uncov-
ered head—and wore his hair and beard uncut.  He was
espeeially distinguished for his beauty, his genial bearing, his
uniforn love and kindness, and his imperturbable equanimity
of temper.  In these respeets he was the personal embodiment
of the imaginary traits of the Christian Jesus, and was no doubt
the original of the pictures of the so-called Nazarene, now so
venerated by uninformed professors of the Christian religion.
Determined to devote himself to the pursuit of knowledge and
the teaching of philosophy, he gave away his large patrimony
to his poor relatives and went to Antioch, then a centre of
Iearning, but little less noted than Athens or Alexandria.
There he began his great mission by teaching philosophy to a
number of disciples and to the people. He entered the temiple
of Apollo Daphne, at Antioch, aud learned the mysteries of itz
priesthood. Philostratus deseribes the style of speaking adopted
by Apollonius, thos:

“Apollonins used astyle of speaking not elevated, nor swollen
in the Innguage of poctry, nor yet one too retined, norv too Attice;
for whatever exceeded the Attie medioerity was considered by
him dissonant and unpleasant.  He miade use ol no fastidious
nicety in the division of his discourses, nor any ftine spun
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sentences; nor was he known to adopt an ironical manner, nor
any kind of apostrophising with his hearers. He spoke as it
were from a tripod, to wit: ‘I know,” and ‘It secems to me,’
and ‘To what purpose is this?’ and, ‘You must know. Hig
sentences were short and adamantine—his words authoritative
and adapted to the sense, and the bare utterance of them con-
veyed a sound as if they were sanctioned by the seeptre of
royalty. Being asked once by a subtle disputant why he did
not propose what side of a question he should take in argument?
he replied : *When I was a young man, I used to follow that
practice, but that is no longer necessary as it is now become my
duty not.to investigate, but to teach the result of my investiga-
tions.” When he was asked, by the same logician, how a wise
man should speak, he said as a legislator, for it was the part of
a legislator to command the multitude to do, what he himself
was convineed ought to be done. In this way he conducted
himself at Antioch, and converted many who were strangers
to his knowledge.” ‘

Now, when it is remembered that this description of the style
in which Apollonius spoke, was written by Damis, the friend,
pupil and companion of the Cappadocian sage, long before
Jesus Christ or the Christian seriptures were heard or thought
of ; is it not remarkably evident that the original author of
those seriptures was Apollonius himself. If identity of style
and sentiment is possible, then was the learned Apollonius the
original author of the teachings attribated to Jesus Christ ; an
identity that all the altering, eliminating and interpolating by
the Christian hierarchy have not been able to destroy nor even
imperfeetly coneeal. Quoting Cudworth, Dr. Lardner, in
“The Credibility of the Gospel History,” says ¢

“Cudworth, in his ‘Inteliectual System,” says: *It is a
thing highly probable, if not unquestionable, that Apollonius
Tyanaeus, shortly after the publication of the gospel to the
world, was a person made choice of by the policy and assisted
by the powers of the kingdom of darkness, for doing some
things extraordinary, merely out of design to derogate from
the miracles of our Saviour Jesus Christ, and to enable paga-
nism the better to bear up against the attacks of Christianity.’
So Cudworth, and I suppose that many learned men of late
times, may have expressed themselves in a like manner; but L
cannot assent to them.”

He further cites Hucet, as follows:

“He [Phnostratus] aimed,” says Huet, ‘““and thinks it to
have been his prineipal design ¢ to obstruct the progress of the
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Christian religion, by drawing the character of a man of great
knowledge, sanetity and miraculous power. Therefore he
formed Apollonius after the example of Christ, and accommo-
dated many things in the history of our Lord to Apollonius.”

Thus we see that the very learned and pious Christian, Huet,
was forced to admit the ecommon identity of Apollonius and
Jesus—the first described by Philostratus according to the me-
moirs of Damis, made in the first century; and the latter
deseribed by no one knows whom or when, but certainly not
arlier than the beginning of the third century of the so-called
Christian era, as now eontained in what is ecalled the New
Testament. As Christian writers have been foreed to admit
the identity of the respeetive narratives, coneerning Apollonius
and Jesus, the only question that remains to be settled is,
which was the original author of the so-called Christian teach-
ings? If this has not already been fully done, there remains
very little yet to be done to eomplete the demonstration that
Apollonius of Tyana was that author, and not Jesus of Nazareth,
nor Paul of Tarsus, as is wrongly elaimed by Christian writers.

After stating many reasons for his conelusions, Dr. Larduner,
than whom there is no higher Christian authority, says:

‘It is manifest, therefore, that Philostratus compared Apol-
lonius and Pythagoras; but I do not see that he endeavored to
make him a rival with Jesus Christ.  Philostratus has never
once mentioned our Saviour, or the Christians his followers,
neither in this long work, nor in the ‘ Lives of the Sophists,’
if it be his, as some learned men of the best judgment suppose ;
nor is there any hint that Apollonius anywhere in his wide
travels met with any followers of Jesus.  There iz not <o much
as an obscure or general deseription of any men met with by
him, whom any can suspect to be Christians of any denomina-
tion, either Catholies or hereties.  Whereas I think, if Philos-
tratus had written with a mind adverse to Jesus, he would
have laid hold of some oceaxion to deseribe and disparage his
followers, as enenies to the gods, and contemners of the niys-
teries and solemmnities; and ditterent from all other men.”

Let it be remembered that Philostratus lived and wrote his
life of Apollonins in the reign of Septimus Severus, about the
beginning of the third century AL D, At that time there could
not possibly have been in existence any of the seripture narra-
tives of the life of Jesus Christ, <o nearly analogous to the inci-
dents and events which he related concerning A potlonius,
Had there been such persons living, as Jesus Christ and his
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apostles, and their Christian followers, during the time that
Apollonius lived and labored throughout the then civilized
world, Damis, who aceompanied him during mueh of that
time, and who recorded every thing worthy of espeeial note,
would have made some mention of sueh people, either favorably
or unfavorably. That he did not do so, is of itself sufficient
proof that neither Jesus Christ, his apostles nor the Christian
religion, had an existence either before or during that period,
whieh was the only time in whielh they could have had a real
existence. At all events, nothing ean be more certain than the
coneclusion of Dr. Lardner, that Philostratus did not write the
life of Apollonius to disparage the Christian religion.

But Dr. Lardner is not eontent to make that fatal acknowl-
edgment of the Christian plagiarism of the life and labors of
Apollonius ; but makes an equally fatal acknowledgment in
another direetion. In disagreeing with Cudworth, Huet and
others, as to the life of Apolloniug, by Philostratus, having been
written to oppose Christianity, Dr. Lardner says :

“3WWith due submission I do not think that Apollonius was a
man of so great importance, as is here supposed ; for it does
not appear, that any adversaries of the Christians, either Celsus
or Porphyry, or any other before Hierocles, at the beginning of
the fourth eentury, under Dioeletian’s persecution, ever took
any notice of him in any of their arguments. Nor do I know
that he has been once mentioned by any Christian writers of
the first two eenturies. When I first met with the observation
of Cudworth [herein before given] I was very much surprised,
considering the silenee of all early antiquity. If this observa-
tion were right, I should have expected to find frequent men-
tion of Apollonius in the history of St. John, and the other
apostles of Christ; but there is none. We had in that spaee of
time divers learned men, sonie of them as eminent for extensive
literature as any men that ever lived; as Justin, Tatian,
Bardesanes the Syrian, Clement of Alexandria, Irenseus, Julius
Africanus, Tertullian, Minucius Felix ; not to insist on Clement
of Rome, Tgnatius, or Polyearp, or the histories of them. Of
all these we have some remains; they lived in the first two
centuries or the beginning of the third ; but of Apollonius they
have not taken the least notice.”

Very true, Dr. Lardner, and why did they not do so? That
total silence on the part of those authors of the first and second
eenturies regarding o eminent a philosopher and teacher as
was Apollonius of Tyang, can be accounted for upon but one
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theory, and that will show that it was a necessity to utterly
ignore Apollonius and his philosophical and religious teaehings,
in order that the Christian religion ecould gain a foothold to
usurp the ficld he had so grandly occupied.  Of all the authors
named by Dr. Lardner, the complete warks of none of themn
have come down to us. Besides, the fragmentary remains of
the works of the first three centuries that have reached us,
have had to pass through the hands of Kusebius, Pope
Sylvester I., and their coadjutors and suceessors, who, from the
beginning of the fourth century downward to the time when
the art of printing ended it, were o assiduously engaged in
interpolating, mutilating and destroying every trace of evi-
denee, within their reaeh, that showed the real origin and
nature of the Christian religion. It should have struek the
attention of Dr. Larduner, with vastly greater force, that no
where in the books of the New Testament is there a single
mention made of Apollonius, if we except in a few verses of 1st
Corinthiang, where it says. ‘ For while one saith, I am of
Paul ; and another, T am of Apollos ; are ye not carnal? Who,
then, is Paul, and who Apolos, but ministers by whom ye
believed, even as the Lord gave to every man? I have planted,
Apollos watered ; but God gave the inerease.” In a very
ancient manuseript of this Kpistle found in a monastory of
France by a Hugucnot soldier, called the Codex Beza, the nume
is not Apollox, but Apollonius.  But even this positive clue to
the identity of Apollonius with the St Paul of the Christians
was attempted to be obliterated by substituting Apollos for
Apollonius, as it originally stood.  This studied avoidanee of
all mention of Apollonins in the Christian Seriptures, is posi-
tive proof that his rcecognition, in any way whatever, by the
authors of Christianity would be fatal to their scheme of decep-
tion and fraud.  We wonder they had not had the cunning to
obliterate that one reference to the preaching and teaching of
Apollonius, and the admission that his teaching was in perfect
aceord with the teachings attributed to St Paunl. It isan old
sayving that liars should have good memories. 'This was never
miore apparent than in the dversight of nat eliminating that
tell-tale confession  from the Ist Epistle to the Corinthians,
There it stands, and there it will stand, thanks to the art of
printing, to confound these Christian enemies of truth, and
miuke clear the fraud they are upholding.  Dr. Lardner further
sys ¢
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“The first Christian writer who has mentioned him” (Apol-
lonius), so far as I ean recollect, is Origen, in his books against
Celsus, written not long before the middle of the third century.
When he says: ‘He who would know whether magic has any
power over philosophers, may read the memoirs of Meeragenes,
concerning Apollonius of Tyana, both a magieian and a philos-
opher. In which Mceragenes, who was not a Christian, but a
philosopher, says, that some, and no inconsiderable philoso-
phers were taken by the magieal art of Apollonius and eame to
him as a magician. Among them I suppose he means Euphra-
tes, and a eertain Epicurean. But we can affirm upon the
ground of our own experience, that they who worship the God
over all through Jesus Christ, and live aceording to the Gospel,
and pray as they ought to do day and night, have no reason to
fear anything from1 magie.” So Origen is led to speak in
answer to some things in Celsus; but it does not appear that
Celsus had at all mentioned either Apollonius, or his historian.
Apollonius is mentioned by Lucian, but what he says of him is
far from being to his advantage. He is also mentioned by
Apuleius who was contemporary with Lueian ; noristhere any
other older author now extant where he is mentioned ; which
must be reckoned an argument of his great obscurity, till he
was set up.by Philostratus. After that time Apollonius is taken
notiee of by many ; as Arnobius and Lactantius, and Eusebius,
who were led to observe upon Hierocles, whose whole book
against the Christians was founded on the memoirs of Philos-
tratus. He is afterwards mentioned by Augustin and other
Christian writers; and he is mentioned several times by the
writers of the Augustin History, who flourished in the time of
Dioeletian, or soon afterwards, and by Dion Cassius, and by
Eunapius, who commends the history of Philostratus, but says,
that instead of entitling it the ‘Life of Apollonius,” he might
have called it the ‘Peregrination of a God among Men.’ "’

Now it must not be forgotten that the writings of Celsus were
lost or destroyed long sinee; nothing being known of what
they were, exeept as Origen has reported them. Whether
Celsus did, or did not, mention Apollonius, is a matter of no
consequence.  Celsus did not write until nearly a eentury after
the death of Apollonius, and may never have met with the
memoirs of Damis or Moeragenes concerning Apollonius. That
Lueian and Apuleius, who wrote while Apollonius still lived
or soon after his death, should have mentioned him is sufficient
to establish his historieal existenee. Philostratus had not then
conie into possession of the memoirs of Damis, Meerageues and
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Maximus of Agis, and the history of the life and labors of
Apolloniug, had been suppressed, no doubt by the influence of
the priesthoods of Greece and Rome.  The desire of the cultured
cempress Julia Domna, to learn the history of Apollonius, shows
that he was not unknown to fame as a distinguished philosopher,
as late as the beginning of the third century, when Philostratus
wrote his Life of Apollonius.  Asadmitted by Dr. Lardner, all
through the third eentury, there was frequent mention of his
name and teachings. Dut it was not until Hicrocles in the
beginning of the fourth eentury boldly eharged upon the Chris-
tian priesthood their plagiarism of the teachings and works of
Apollonius, that the Intter found it neeessary to set every means
at work that could in any way help to coneeal the great truth
that Hieroeles proclaimed with such portentous force. Tt is
true that no one now knows exaetly what it was that Hicrocles
wrote, for ISusebius, who took upon himself the task of destroy-
ing the testimony of Hierocles, took precious good care to
destroy the work of his formidable opponent, and to give his
own version of the matter instead. The reply of Euscbius to
Hierocles has come down to us. Why has not Hicrocles’
arraignment of the C‘hristinn priesthood also come down to us?
Let that priesthood answer.

We can in no way more eflfeetually show the effeet which the
Life of Apollonius of Tyana, by Philostratus, had upon the
Christian priesthood and clergy, than to cite the observations
of Dr. 8. Parkery D. D., Archdeacon of Canterbury, published
1681, We copy it from Mr. Lardner's works.  They are as
follows.

“But the man of wonders is Apollenius Tyanweus, of whom
they boast and insult a3 the trie heathen Messias; in that he
wrought not, as Vespasian did, one or two chance miracles;
but his whole life was all prodigy, und cqual to our Saviour’s
both for the number and the wonder of his works.  But here
first we have in part shown what undoubted records we have
of the life of Jesus; whereas; all the eredit of Apollonius, lis
history, depends upon the arthority of one single wian, who
besides that he lived a hundred years after him, ventured noth-
ing, as the apostles did, in confivmation of thie truth, but only
composed it in lis study @ thereby, as appears from his frequent
digressions, to tuke occasion of communicating to the world all
the learning he had raked tosether. Nay, so far was he from
incurring any loss by the work, that he was sct upon it hy a
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great empress, whose religious zeal in the cause would be sure
to sce him well rewarded. And though he made use of the
commentaries of Damis, the inseparable companion of Apol-
lonius, yet he confesses that Damis himself never published his
commmentaries, but that a friend of Damis communicated them
to the Empress, which himself probably might have forged (as
is common in courts) to pick her pocket. However, as for
Damis himself, it is evident from Philostratus, his whole story,
that he was a very simple man, and that Apollonius only picked
himup as a fit Sancho Panza to exercisc his wit upon; so
that upon all occasions we find him not only baflling the
esquire in disputes, but breaking jests upon him, which he
always takes with muelh thankfulness, and more humility, still
admiring his master’s wisdom, but mueh more his wit.

“ But after all, what the story of Damis was, or whether there
was ever any such story, we have no account, unless from
Philostratus himself ; and therefore we must resolve it all into
his own authority alone. Amnd there it is evident, that Apollo-
nius was neither a god nor a divine man, as his friends boasted ;
nor a magician or conjurer, as his enemies imagined, but a
mere fanatic and pedantic Pythagorean ; who for the honor of
his scet travelled, as many others have done, into all parts of
the world ; and when he returned honie told his countrymen,
that all nen renowned for wisdom all the world over were of
the seet of the Pythagoreans; and then for advancement of
their authority told strange and prodigious tales of their
wonder-working power. Though here cither he, or his histo-
rian, has acquitted himself so awkwardly, as utterly to spoil
the tale and defeat the design. This Euscbius has shown at
large in his book against Hicrocles, by taking to pieces all parts
of the story, and diseovering all its flaws and incoherences.

‘“But I shall content myself with proving the vanity of the
whole from the notorious falsehood of one particular narration,
upon which depends all that extraordinary power which he
pretends to; and that is his conversation with the Indian
Brahming, from whom, if we may believe his account of him-
self, e learned all that he could do, more than the common
philosophers of Greece. And if this prove a romance, all the
rest of his history must avoidably follow its fortune.”’

Here some of the most trivial things related by Damis are
cited to show that the Brahmans of India imparted nothing
worth knowing to Apollonius. And then he continues :

“And that is the most I can make of the story ; though I
know that Huetius is of opinion, that all the substantial mira-
cles are stolen out of the gospels and the Acts of the Apostles,
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and that for the most part, in the words and phrases of St.
Luke. And this he has cndeavored to make good by a great
variety of parallel instances; and thinks it a manifest discovery
both of the vanity of Philostratus; and the inmposture of Apol-
lonius, where he is only adorned with borrowed feathers, but a
areat accession to the credit of our Saviour, that when his
encmies would frame the idenof adivine man, they were foreed
to steal their best feathers from his picture.  So that, he says,
it was no wonder that Hierocles should so contidently compare
the miracles of Apollonius to those of Jesus, when those of
Jesus were with so little disguise clapped upon Apollonius.
“This were a pretty discovery if it stood upon good grounds ;
but alas! most of the parallelisims are so forced, or so slender,
or so far fetehed, that it were easy to make as many, and as
probable, between any other histories whatever.  And indeed,
in sueh a design as this of Philostratus, viz, to make up a story
as full of strange things as he could contrive, it is scareely
possible not to have hit upon some things like some of those
miracles which are recorded in the gospels; so that in some
few of them there may be some resemblanee, as particularly
there scems to be in that of the Gadarene diemoniae, and the
Coreyrean youth; yet it is very obvious to apprehend, that this
might happen, not by design, but by chanee. And whereas
Huetins will needs have it, that Philostratus has stolen not
only the stories; but the very words of St. Luke, I tind no
instance of it, only in this one relation, where they both, it
seems, use the word Basanichein ; and this they might easily
do without theft or imitation, it being the common Greek word
that signifies torment ; so that they could no more avoid that
in Greelk, than we conld this in rendering it into English., Nay,
setting aside this one story, I find no resemblance between the
history of Philostratus and that of the gospels, that I searce
Kknow nny two stories more unlike ; for it is obvious toany man
that reads Philostratus, that his whole design was to follow the
train of the old heathen mythology s and that is the hottom of
his folly, by his story to gain historieal credit to the fables of
the poets. 8o that itisa very true and just censure which
Ludovicus Vives has given of him, that as he had endeavored
to inmitate Homer, so he had abundantly out-liecd himi.  IFor
there is scarcely any thing extraordinary reported in the whole
history in which he does not apparently design either to verify
or to rectify some of that blind hallad-singer's tales: but espe-
cially in conjuring Achilles out of his tomb, and discoursing
with him about the obd stories that were told of the Trojan war,
SAnd yetafter all, few of Apollonius’ miracles are suiliciently
vouched, even in his own history ; v. g. the last that T men-
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tioned, of the apparition of Achilles; which had no other
testimony but of Apollonius himself, who stubbornly refused
to have any companions or witnesses of the fact ; beside many
other absurdities in the story itself; as his rising out of the
tomb five fect long, and then swelling to twice the length ; his
being foreed to vanish away at cock-crowing, and the nyniphs
constantly visiting him.

“And so again, he pretended to understand all languages
without learning any [This is a positive misstatement on the
part of Dr. Parker.] and yet when he came to the Indian King
he was forced to converse with him by an interpreter. And
whereas the story tells us of the devil's being cast out of a
young man by a mandate from the Brahmans, yet it gives us
no account of the event of it, only they pretended to do it; but
whether it was effectually done, we do not find that cither
Apollonius or Damis ever inquired.

“But the great miracle of all was his vanishing away at his
trial before Domitian in the presence of all the great men of
Rome. But then, though our historian be very desirous we
would believe it, yet he falters afterwards, like a guilty liar, in
his confidence. For whereas at first he positively aftirms, that
he quite vanished away; at last he only says, that he went
away. And this, though he would scem to affirm that it was
after a wonderful manner, and nobody knows how, is a pitiful
abatement to the bigness of his former expression, ‘ vanishing
away.” Though the truth is, if he stood to it, it must have
unavoidably proved itself a lic ; for it is utterly ineredible, that
s0 strange a thing as that should have been done in so great a
presence, and yet never any notice taken of it.

“But in the last place, the historian would fain bid at some-
thing of his hero’s appearing after death; yet he does it so
faintly, that in the conclusion of all it comes to nothing espe-
cially when he tells us, that the time of his death was alto-
gether unknown, and that the uncertainty of it took in no less
than the compass of thirty years. And then they that were so
utterly at a loss as to the time of his decease, and that for so
long a space, were very likely to give a very wise account of the
certain time of anything that he did after it.

“ But how, or to whom did he appear? Why, to a young
man, one of his followers, that doubted of the immmortality of
the soul, for ten months together after his death. DBut how, or
where? Why, the young man being tired with watching, and
praying to Apolioniug, that lie would appear to him in this
point, one day fell asleep in the school, where tlie young men
were forming their several exercises; and on the sudden he
starts up in a great fright, and a great sweat, crying out, ‘I
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betieve thee O! Tyanweas.” And being asked by his compan-
ions the meaning of his transport : Why, says he, do you not
see Apollonius? They answer him, No; but they would be
glad to give all the world if they could. Tt is true, says lie;
for he only appears to me, for my satisfaction, and he is invisi-
ble to all others.  And then he tells them what he had said to
him in his sleep concerning the state of souls. This poor
account of the dream and vision of an over-watched boy, is all
that this great story affords, to vie with our Saviour’s
resurreetion.

“And now upon the review of this whole story, it scems
evident to me, that this man was so far from being endowed
with any extraordinary divine power, that he does not deserve
the reputation of an ordinary conjurer; for though Huctius
has taken sonie pains to prove him so, yet he gives no evidenee
of it beside the opinion of the common people ; and if that were
cnough to make a conjurer, there is no man of an odd and
singular humor (as Apollonius afleeted to be) who is not so
thonght of by the common pceople. And, therefore, when he
was aecused for it before Domitian, the emperor, upon coming
to hear the cause, slighted both him and his accusers and
dismissed him from the court for an idle and fantastie fellow.

“And it is manifest from the whole series of his history, that
he was a very vain man, and affeeted to be thought something
extraordinary, and so wandered all the world over in an odd
garb to be gazed at and admired, and made himself eonsider-
able, in that age by wit, impudence and tlattery; of all whieh
he had a competent share. And for his wonder-working faculty
which he neceds pretend to, he fetehed that as far off as the
Ilast Tndies, that is, the farthest off] as he thought, from
confutation; and yet the aceount whieh he has given of those
parts is so grossly fabulous, that that alone eonvicts his whole
life of imposture and impudence,”

Such was the consternation produced by the translation of
Philostratns’ ¢ Life of Apollonius of Tyana,”” into the modern
tongues of 1Surope, that Christians hoth Catholie and Protestant,
seem to have cast diseretion to the winds and to have flonndered
into the bog front which it was their ehicf aim to esceape. It
will be seen that neither Dr. Parker, Hnet, nor Dr. Lardner
so much as deigned to notice the real and undeniable facts
connected with the life and Iabors of Apollonius; but spent all
theiringennity inmaking themost of the fictionsor exageerated
recitals which were o common an accompaniment of ancient
historical narratives, not one of which does not mingle the
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marvelous with the well authenticated cvents, which constitute
the ground work and object of all ancient historieal records.
This avoidance of all notice of the philosophical and religious
teachings of Apollonius, by those learned theologians, shows,
as nothing else eould, their consciousness, that Apollonius was
really the Jesus, Paul and John of the “New Testament
Seriptures.”

‘We have shown that Apollonius for several years tanght and
preached at Antioch, and converted many, who were strangers
to his knowledge, to a belief in his doctrines. It was owing to
his great renown as a spiritual medium and teacher, acquired
at Antioch, that eertain Jews who hiad become acquainted with
his gifts as a medium, and the remarkable manifestations of
spirit power occurring through him, prevailed upon him to go
to Jerusalem. This visit, he tells us, he made to Jerusalem
when he was just thirty-three years of age, the very age at
which it hasbeen alleged that Jesus began his heaven appointed
mission. He tells us he was then hailed upon his entrance into
that city, by the people, as it has been alleged the entrance of
Jesus of Nazareth was hailed, with hosannas and songs of
praise to one who came in the name of the Lord. He refers no
doubt to the following portion of the (xxi Matthew 9), “And
the multitude that went before, and that followed, cried
Hosanna to the son of David ; blessed is he that cometh in the
name of the Lord; Hosanna in the highest. And when he
came into Jerusalem, all the city was moved, saying, Who is
this? and the mmultitude said, This is Jesus, the Prophet of
Nazareth of Galilee.”” It is true that Apolloniug says nothing
of his experience at the hands of the Jewish priesthood, and
we are left to infer that their treatment of him was less agree-
able to him than his reception by the multitude, It is true that
there is no historieal mention extant, of this visit of Apollonius
to Jerusalem, and therefore we may justly conclude that the
writer of ¢ The Gospel According to Matthew,”” after making
use of such a historieal manuseript to serve his purpose of
robbing Apollonius of his duly acquired fame, by substituting
the mythical Jesus in his stead, took speeial care to destroy the
historical original. That Apollonius never returned to Jerusa-
lem, until he did so thirty-two years afterward as the oracle in
Vespasian’s camp at the overthrow of Jerusalem, would indicate
that the usage he had received at the hands of the Jewish
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priesthood, on his first visit, was sueh as to deter him from
again placing himself in their power. As strong evidenece of
the correetness of this eonjecture, it is well to note, that Judiea
was the only civilized country that Apollonius did not visit,
and throughout which he did not preach, and in which he did
not reecive the fraternal reception of every order of priesthood.
That Damis made no record of this visit of Apollonius to Jeru-
salem, may be reasonably accounted for by the facts that it was
made before Damis began his memoirs, and in all probability
Apollonius was too much disgusted with the narrow bigotry of
the Jewish hierarchy to inform Damis about it.  Apollonius
has not told us what followed his joyous reception by the people
of Jerusalern.  The writers who have made use of that event to
exalt their inythical man-god, say, regarding the latter : “And
the blind and the lame came to him in the temple and he
healed them. And when the ehief priests and seribes saw the
wonderful things that he did, nnd the children erying in the
temple, and saying, Hosanna to the Son of David ; they were
sore displeased, and said unto him, Hearest thou what these
say ?  And Jesus saith unto them, Yea; have ye never read,
‘Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings thou hast perfeeted
praise?’  And he left them, and went out of the city into
Bethany 3 and he lodged there.” How muceh of that is taken
from the historical memoirs of Apollonius, we may not certainly
know ; but nothing is more thoroughly authenticated than the
fact that Apollonius wasa wonderful healing medium—that
he restored sight to the blind, strength to the lanie, health to
the sick, life to those apparently dead, and prophesied with an
accuracy that astonished the then eivilized world. That he
did all these things at Jerusalem, is most probable, if not
certain.  And thus, through the return of the spirit of Apollo-
nius, we have a chapter of history revived that the writers of
the Christian seriptures supposed they had entirely obliterated
from its records.
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DAMIS.

The Friend and Disciple of Apollonius of Tyana.

“T SALUTE You, SIR :—All subordinate conditions, or such
as may be regarded as of an inferior character, must give way
where a great object is to be obtained. The spirit opposition to
what I am here to say is of the most intense character. Every-
thing has been done that it was possible to do to prevent my
coming here. In the first place I know personally the truth
of all that I shall here say; secondly, I know that the evidence
exists that will support all I say; and thirdly, I know that
Apollonius of Tyana, my master or teacher, was the Jesus
Christ of the Christians. We must now proceed in a systematic
way to prove the truth of what I have said. The place where
I was born was Ephesus. I was an IEphesian and not o Cap-
padocian nor a Ninevite. T was born in the city which was the
cliief seat of the worship of The Great Diana of the Ephesians.
The bond of unity between myself and Apollonius was, that
we were both mediums in whose presence materialized spirits
appeared. When I was present with Apollonius the spirit
manifestations that occurred were stronger, and so with the
manifestations that occurred through me, when he was present.
Apollonius made two journeys to India, and not one as is
generally supposed.  The last of these was about from A. D.
45 to 50. It was, when on that journey, that he reached
Farther India, whence he brought back the Indian gospels in
relation to the Hindoo god Christos. The first journey to India,
by Apollonius, was about from 36 to 38 A. D. On that journcy
he only obtained a few extracts from those Hindoo gospels.
The first attempt of Apollonius to introduce the religion of
Christos in Western Asia was made shortly after his return
from India, at Nazarita, a small village near Gaza. He there
formed a community according to the Gymmnosophie ideas and
practices. The principle of initiation is expressed in that
famous text of what is termed the Seriptures where it is said,
“Fhou art a priest after the order of Melchisedee.” The original
nieaning of that was, ‘A priest after the order of the Sun.” It
was also the Parsee worship and was at a remote period derived
from the ‘Golden Rules’ of Hermes Trismegistus or from
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Hesiod.  The last named was the author of ¢ The Seven
Before Thebes” and “Agamemnon.”  The works of both those
ancient writers contained the expression, ‘Thou art a priest
Mechel forever after the order of the Sun.’ The first works that
my master brought from India contained the teachings of
Chiristos, before their reformation by Deva Bodhisatoua, in the
reign of the king of Asoka. Bodhisatoua was prime counscllor
of that king. His real name was Azabelle.  He was a Tamil
King. Azabelle meant the rising Sun.  The books which
Apollonius afterward used, he obtained on his second journey,
when he went to visit Tarchus, the chief of the Wize Men, in
Farther India, near Singapore. T went with him on his second
journey and noton hisfirst. 1 never saw Phraotes the King of
Taxila. T wasadisciple of Apollonins and remained at Ephesus
and at Thessalonica while he was away on his first journey to
India. The most important part of the life of Apollonius ex-
tended over the reigns of Tiberiug, Caligula, Claudius, Nero,
Vespasian, Titus, Domitian, Nervaand into the reign of Trajan.
I passed to spirit about 90 A. D. T wrote menmioirs of Apollonius
from about 34 A.D. toS0A.D. TheGreek followersof Prometheus
mutilated those memoirs. They were greatly opposed to the in-
troduction of the Indian Christos among the Greeks, and were
execedingly opposed to Apollonius and his teachings,  Apollo-
nius and my=clf were youthful compuaniors when T was at
Tyana. Apollonius was the real Paul, this is rendered plain by
the pistles to Timothy., I was called Tinotheus by the
Thessalonians.  What yvou have reeeived in relation to Apollo-
nius of Tyana is all true.  Apollonius was the founder of the
Nazarite seet. The word Nazarite meant to clear ofl” the head
bare.  Ques. How eame the Nazarites, to afterwards take the
name of Essenes?  Ans. The naine Essene is Phaenician, and
meant Sun baptism, or fire baptism. The initiation into the
scet of the Essenes required the eandidate to pass throngh two
flames, one a bright and the other a pale one. 1 was twice at
Rome with Apollonius. T was there in 41 and in 62 and 63 A,
D, Ques. Were you at Rome when A pollonius was tried before
Doniitian?  Ans. No, I was not. T wuas then at Alexandria in
Fgeypt, where I died. T left my writings and other property to
my sister, Samostra. After my death she e to Alexandria
nnd carried my writings to Pvana in Cappadocia.  Other
Spirits will follow me, Poreius Festus, Agrippa and T think
Josephus.  Ques. How came it that Josephius made no mention
of Apollonius of Tyvana?  Ans Josephus, Apollonins and
my=clf;, were all initiated in the seeret order ealled the Sons
of Sun.”  The Emperors Clanding, Vespasian, Titus, Domitian,
Nerva, and Trajan, were all initiated in that order, and it was
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therefore made a binding rule upon the members, that they
shiould manifest no outward relation to one another, so that if
the brethren of the order had occasion to favor each other, or
aftord mutual protection in times of trouble and danger to them,
their seeret relations to each other should not be known.
Marcion and Lueian obtained mutilated copies of my Memoirs
concerning Apollonius and used them in shaping their gospel
tragedies. If further information is needed about those matters
it will be given through Aronamar.”

We regard this communication as of the very highest import
and value as a means towards solving some of the most per-
plexing problems connected with the origin and real nature of
the Christian religion. It was intended that this comnunica-
tion should have been given at thesitting, one week previously ;
but the opposing spirit influences were so strong that it became
necessary to defer giving it until a more favorable opportunity.
As it was, when given, the opposition at times was so great as
to compel frequent breaks in the continuation of the testimony
of this thoroughly informed spirit, and he could only proceed
by the greatest power of will and the complete control of the
nmediunt’s organism. Very little can be gleaned from biograph-
ical or historieal sources eoncerning Damis, and very little of
that can be relied upon, on account of the efforts that have
been made to econceal everything possible that was true in
relation to Apollonius of Tyana and hiis Nazarite disciples. We
take the following brief reference to him from the Nouvelle
Biographie Generale :

“Damis a Greek historian, of Assyrian origin. He wrote in
the first century A. D., and was an inhabitant ot New Nineveh.
I{e joined Apollonius of Tyana in that eity, and aecompanied
that thaumaturg in his journeys. He wrote an account of those
journeyings, in whieh lie inserted the discourses and prophecies
of his master. This work seems to have served as the basis of
the Life of Apollonius by Philostratus. The style of it was rude
and indieated him to be a foreigner raised among barbarians.”

The DBiographie Universelle in treating of Apollonius of
Tyana, alludes to Damis as follows :

“He (Apollonius) quitted Antioch, followed only by two
servants, and went to Nineveh, when chanee offered him a
new diseiple, named Damis, who beeame his faithful compan-
ion and remained attaehed to him as long as he lived. This
young man who was versed in the languages of the East, was
very useful to his master oun his journey, and eonstantly
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expressed for him a religious veneration that often amounted
to superstition,

¢ Damis had written very full details concerning his master.
These writings bequeathed by him to one of his relatives, at a
later period beeanie the property of Julia, the wife of Septimius
Severus,  This princess entrusted to Philostratus, an clogquent
sophist of high reputation, the duty of editing the Life of
Apollonius, the philosopher of Tyana.”

This is about the extent of what has been preserved to us of
references to Damis by name; but in the Pauline Epistles,
there ean be little doubt that he is referred to as Demas.  In
that connection I cite the following reference to Demas from
MeClintock and Strong's Cyelopwedia of Biblical Literature ;

‘Demas, a companion of the apostle Paul during his first
imprisonment at Rome (A. D.41), called by him his fellow
laborer, Synesgos, in Philemon, 24; see also Col. iv, 14, Ata
later period (24 Tim. iv, 10) we tind him mentioned as having
deserted the apostle through love of this present world, and
gone to Thessalonica (A. D. 64). This departure has been
magnified by tradition into an apostacy from Christianity (See
Ipiphanius, Heres 1i. 6), which is by no means implied in the
passage,”’

There may seem to be a contradiction between the two elaims
on the part of the spirit that he was both Damis or Demas and
Timotheus or Timothy, and yet there may be no such eontra-
dietion after all. The spirit tells us he was ealled by the
Thessalonians Timotheus. 1 will show, I think, very clearly
that the testimony of the spirit is fully born out by the testi-
mony of the New Testament, but I will defer this until it is
reached in its proper order.

It scems from the spirit’s testimony that there is hardly
anything said of him, even in the biography of Apollonius by
Philostratus, which is strietly true, and much that cannot be
true ; but, for this, Philostratus may not have been to blame.
No one ean now tell what Philostratus really wrote concerning
Apollonius and his disciples, for his work has been mutilated
and interpolated to such an extent as to leave it of little value
on many points of the history of the Cappadocian saviour.
Philostratus, as his work has come down to us, is made to say
that Apoltonius of Tyana made only one journey to India,
while it is certain that he must have made two; and the
events of the two journeys have heen so interblended and
conforunded as to leave the most perplexing uncertainty almost
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at every step. This could hardly have been possible, if the
Memoirs of Damis had been followed in good faith by Philos-
tratus, as it, no doubt, was. The eonfusion, probably, was the
result of the bad faith of the subsequent copiers of Philostratus’s
work. We are told in that work, as we now have it, that
Apollonius first met Damis at Nineveh when he was on his
way to India from Ephesus the first time. The spirit tells us
that this was not the fact. Ior he was himself an Ephesian,
and had known and was a companion of Apollonius in his
youth. That he was a pupil and Disciple of Apollonius, while
the latter was at Ephesus, as he claims to have been, is so
highly probable, and so consistent with what we know of the
intimate relations existing between Damis and Apollonius as
to render the fact certain. It is known that Apollonius eould
not induee any of his Ephesian disciples to accompany him to
India, and he was conipelled to set out with only two serving
attendants. Spirit Damis claims that he was one of the disci-
ples who declined to accompany Apollonius on that journey,
and says he was at IEphesus and Thessalonica during the
absence of Apollonius while on that journey. Damis explaing
the nature of the bond of unity that existed between him and
his master, and nmiakes known the fact that they were both
mediums through whom spirits materialized in a remarkable
manner when they were mutually present and controlled by
the operating spirit influences together. A grander band of
spiritual influeneces never before or since united and held two
men together throughout their protracted lives. From what
the spirit says, it would appear that Apollonius made his first
Journey to India about A. D. 36, at which time he obtained a
comparatively few portions of the Hindoo gospels.

And here we come to a statement of the spirit, which, to say
the least, is of surprising import. Damis tells us that it was
Apollonius of Tyana, who, after his return from India, about
AL D. 88, founded the communistic seet of the Nazarites at a
village near Gaza, whieh was called Nazarita, and that he
modelled it after (zymosophie ideas of ethies, theology, soeial
polity and religious observances. If thisis the fact there eannot
be a doubt as to the common identity of Apollonius, the
Founder of the Nazarite seet, and Saul of Tarsus or Paul, who
was charged before Felix, governor of Judea, by Ananias the
high priest of the Jews, through the orator Tertullus, in the
following words (Acts xxiv, 5) :
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For we have found this man a pestilent fellow, and a mover
of sedition among all the Jews throughout the world, and o
ringleader of the seet of the Nazarenes.”

As [ say in commenting on the communication of Ananias,
the Jewish highpriest, it is as eertain as can be, that there
never was a religious seet in Judea or elsewhere that was called
the sect of the Nazarenes, while it is just as certain that there
wos o Nazarite seet, and as it appears, it took its rise in Judea,
near its southern border. If Paul wasa Nazarene and the ring-
leader of that sect, is it not very strange that none of the Ipis-
tles whieh are attributed to him say anything whatever about
him, Paul, having been; or being a Nazarene. Indeed if we
may believe the gospel of St. Matthew, to be a Nazarene did
not denote membership in any religious sect, but merely a
residence in a city called Nazarcth.,  See Matthew ii, 23, where
it is said :

“And he (Joseph) came out and dwelt in o city called Naza-
reth; that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the
prephets.  He shall be ealled a Nazarene.”

If to be a Nazarene, then, was to belong to a sect ealled
Nazarenes, that wiiich was spoken by the prophets, has never
yet been fultilled. It has been supposed that Nazarenes was a
name given to the first Christians by their adversaries. It is a
conceded fact that no seet that ealled themselves Nuazarenes
had any existence before the sccond century, and, thervefore,
that Paul, who did not survive the first ¢century, could not with
any propriety have been charged with being the ringleader of
the Nazarenes,  On the other hand, if Apollonius was the ring-
leader of the Nazarites, o well known religious sect of that time,
and if that seet was hitterly hated by the Jews, as was the ease,
it becomes alost certain that the man accused betore Fetix
was Apollonius of Tyana, a Cappadocian Greek, nnd not a Jew
at all.  1u view of the further facts, that the man accused did
uot deny that he was the ringleader of the seet which was so
hated by the Jews, and that he elaimed to be a Roman citizen
and only amenable to the Roman law, what was ahnost a
certainty, with those facts added, beeame o eertainty, and the
contmon identity of Paul and Apollonius is settled beyoud
successful contradiction,  Not only so, hmt the truth of the
spirit’s testimony in relation to the fonnding of the Nazarite
seet, und the nature of their worship and social polity is equally
set at rest. The people, who, in the sceoid contury and atter,
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were called, or called themselves Nazarenes, were not Christ-
ians. ‘“They believed it was necessary to unite the Jewish
ceremonial law with the precepts of Jesus, and refer to a
Hebrew gospel of Matthew.” In fact they were even more
Jews than Christians, and it is hardly likely that St. Panl was
one of that sect, although the writer of Acts has exhausted his
ingenuity and convicted himself of falsehood in trying to do so.

What the spirit says in regard to the passage of Seripture:
“Thon art a priest after the order of Melchisedee,” is very
peculiar as being a formula of initiation among the Nazarites.
We are told by the spirit that this ceremonial expression origi-
nally meant ‘‘a priest after the order of the sun,” and was
used in that sense by the Parsees—and that it was at a remote
period derived from the ‘‘ Golden Rules” of Hermes Trisme-
gistus, or from Hesiod. Nothing is more certain than that
Hermes Trismegistus and Hesiod were priests after the order
of the Sun, the one as of Oromazda or Ormuzd, and the other
as of Prometheus. There is sonmething so peeuliar, not only
about the text or passage to which the spirit of Damis refers,
but that it should be so positively conneeted with Apollonius
and the Nazarite sect, which he seems to have founded, that I
will quote the passage of the New Testament in which it is
used or referred to. In Heb. iii, 1, we read :

‘“Wherefore, holy brethiren, partakers of the heavenly call-
ing, consider the Apostle and High Priest of onr profession,
Christ Jesus.”

Here we have Christ Jesus made an Apostle and High Priest
of the profession of the holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly
calling. Who were those holy brethren? What was their
profession?  In what manner were they partakers of the
heavenly calling? Who made Christ Jesus the Apostle and
High Priest of those loly brethren ? When those questions are
answered, we will find that the spirit of Damis has suggested
the answer to them all. It has been strongly contended that
the author of the other Fauline Ipistles was not the author of
the Epistles to the Hebrews. Why ? Because it comes too near
to disclosing the true authorship of all those epistles. In none
of the other epistles was Christ Jesuns made to figure as an
Apostle and a High Priest.  In Heb. iii, 14, we read :

‘Seeing then that we havea great high priest, that is passed
into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, et us hold fast our
profession.”
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Here we have the same Christ Jesus figuring as a great High
Priest that is passed into the “ heavens.” If the expression
had been, is passed into heaven, it would not so plainly have
been indieated that this great High Priest was the great Inmi-
nary of day which so grandly presides over the celestial

_hierarchy.  We have no doubt that the words ¢“ Jesus the Son

“of God” in that passage are a fraudulent interpolation in =«
Nazarite epistle to the Hebrews, and that that Nazarite epistle
was written by the founder of the Nazarite seet, Apollonius of
Tyana; and more than that, that it was for writing that very
epistle to the Hebrews, that Ananias, High Priest of the
Jews, through Tertullus, eharged him, Apollonius, before Felix,
with being ‘‘a mover of sedition among all the Jews, through-
out the world.” In Heb. v, 4, 5, 6, weread:

“ And no man taketh this honor unto himself, but he that is
called of God, as was Aaron,

8o also Chirist glorified not himself to be made an High
Priest ; but he that said unto him, Thou art my Son, to day
have I begotten thee,

““As he saith also in another plaee, Thou art a priest forever
after the order of Melehisedee.”

Now it is very evident that neither of those sayings could
have been addressed to Christ Jesus, for the first saying was
used in Psalms ii, 7, and the second in Psalms ex, 4. There
will hardly be any one who will be rash enough to elaim that
either of those sayings was addressed to Christ Jesus, for the
Iatter was never heard of as god, man or myth, until many
hundred years after those Psalms were composed. In Heb. vii,
1,2 3, 4, weread :

“For this Melehisedee, king of Saleni, priest of the most high
God, who met Abraham returning from the slaughter of the
kings and blessed him

1o whom also Abraham gave a tenth part of all; first being
by interpretation king of righteousness, and after that, also,
King of Salem, which is King of Peace

“Without father, without mother, without descent, having
neither beginning of days nor end of life; but made like unto
the Son of God ; abideth a priest continually.

Y Now consider how great this man was, unto whom even
the patriareh Abraham gave the tenth of the spoits,”

Yos we will consider how great this man was without a
father, without a mother, and withont descent; and who had
neither beginning nor end ot lite ; and we have come to the
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coneclusion that he was no man at all, and no high priest or
king who ever reigned among mankind. This DMelchisedec
was something else than a man,; and we conclude that he was
what the spirit of Damis says he was, the King of Day, and
ITigh Priest in the heavens, the Solar orb, personified as a
human king and high priest. It would beirrational to conclude
otherwise. The Sun is a king without father, or mother, or
deseent, and without beginning or end of life, and the only
such king that human imagination can even plausibly conjure
up. In Heb. ii, 11, we read :

“If therefore perfection were by the Levitical priesthood,
(for under it the people received the law,) what further need
was there that another priest should rise after the order of
Melchisedec, and not be called after the order of Aaron.”

Here we can sce that it was this attempt on the part of
Apollonius, the founder of the Nazarites, to subvert the Jewish
priesthood, who claimed their priestly authority from the high
priest Aaron, and to raise in its stead a priesthood after the
order of Melchisedee or the order of the Sun ; that was also the
ground of the hatred toward him by the Jews and the cause of
the charge that he songht to ereate sedition everywhere among
the Jews. I will close my quotations in connection with this re-
markable spirit disclosure with the following from Ideb. vii, 21:

“ For those” (the Jewish priests) “priests were made without
an oath ; but this,”” (the High Priests of the Nazarites) “with
an oath by him who said unto him. The Lord Sware and will
not repent. Thou art a priest forever after the order of
Melchisedec.”

Now the langnage there referred to is used in Psalms ex, 4,
and was evidently used by some priest, perhaps some high
priest, according to the order of the Sun, which order of priests
was in very ancient times designated as of the order of Mel-
chisedec ; or, as the spirit of Damis testifies, it was but a
modification of a similar expression used by both Hermes
Trismegistus and Hesiod as follows: “Thou art a priest Mechel
forever after the order of the Sun.” T certainly have adduced
suflicient evidence to show the substantial correctness of this
surprising testimony of the spirit of Damis, that Apollonius
was the founder of the Nazarite scet, and that the passages in
whieh the New Testament gives the expression “Thou arta
priest after the order of Melchisedee™ is taken direetly front
the formula of priestly ordination wnong the Nazarites ; and
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indeed, enough to show that the Epistles to the Hebrews, is
the appeal of the great founder and high priest of the Nazarites
to the Jews to abandon their sacerdotal organization, aud join
the holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, Dy
hecoming priests forever of the order of the Sun, designated as
Melchisedee, King of Salem. Thus, point after point that has
completely confounded theologians for eenturics, is being ex-
plained elearly and satisfactorily through the testimony of
returning spirits who have personal knowledge of the matters
on which their communications bear.  The great probability is
that the Epistle to the Hebrews was written at an earlier period
than the other Pauline Epistles, and just after he founded the
Nazarite seet at Nazarita.  On his second journey to India, he
obtained the full Reformed Hindoo Gospels of Deva Bodhis-
atoua which had been drawn up by Deva, and adopted at the
Council of Asoka, by the Buddhist followers of Christos.

These are points of information in relation to the second
journey of Apollonius to India that are worthy of cspecial
attention.  The attempt of Azabelle, king of Asoka, to reform
the ITindoo religion and weaken the arbitrary power and
rapacity of the Buddhist priesthood, as a matter of course,
called forth a deadly hostility on the part of the Brahman
priesthood ; and, although Azabelle was powerful enough to
carry his reform over the greater part of India, as the monu-
ments still standing in various parts of that vast country show,
yet it is knowu that in later years the Buddhist reformiers were
driven into Southern India and finally out of the country, as
pricsts of an established religion, the last Buddhist patriareh,

Jodhishormiah, taking his departure for China in the early part
of the Christinn era. The Buddhist reformation took place
about from 250 to 290 B. €. When Apollonins went to India in
AL Dod5or 46 in search of the reformed Buddhist gospels, he
was compelled to travel into Farther India, as Damis tells us,
to find theni, on which journey, Damis says he accompanied
him. It was there, near Singapore, at the extreme southern
limit ot Farther India that Apollonius found Iarchus, and
through the kind oflices of Phraotes, King of Taxila, obtained
from him the reformed Hindoo Gospels, of Deva Bodhisatoua
with which he returned to his Nazarite followers, and began
those moditications of hix original plan which led to such bitter
opposition on the part of A pellonius of Alexandria, Phygellis
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and Hermogenes, which Apollonius in his letter to Timotheus,
or Damis, refers to as follows, 2d Tim. i, 15:

“This thou knowest, that all they which are in Asia be
turned away from me ; of whom are Phygellus and Hermoge-
nes.”

The spirit of Hermogenes, in his communiecation, fully ex-
plains the nature of the controversy between himself and his
Cssenian associates and Apollonius whieh grew out of Apotlo-
nius’s sacerdotalizing tendencies, which were considered by his
opponents as destructive of the communistic polity of the
Nazarite sect. If Azabelle was a Tamil king, that was another
reason why the Brahmans, who were Aryans, and who used
the Sanscrit tongue, sought the more determinedly to drive
out the Tamil reformation. At all events the Tamil population
of India, still remaining there, are to be found in Southern
India and on the island of Ceylon. It would seem that Iarchus
found a refuge in the jungles amid the tigers, whose numbers
gave the name to the neighboring city of Singapore, which
meant the City of Tigers. In that distant and last refuge of
the reformmed Buddhism of Deva Bodhisatoua from the hands
of Tarchus, the chief of the reformed religion, Apollonius ob-
tained the gospels which he afterward used in propagating the
Essenian faith, and which have been since modified into what
are called the Christian Gospels. Of these facts there can be
no reasonable doubt. It haslong been known that the Christian
Seriptures could not possibly be what they purported to be, by
those who sought, without prejudice, to comprehend them, but
to find out where they originated and what they really were,
has never been possible until these spirit testinonies in relation
to them were given.

What the spirit says about the reigns of the Roman emperors
during which the most distinguished part of the labors of
Apollonius of Tyana were performed is certainly true, for they
extended from A. D. 33 to A. D. 98 or 99. It has never been
known how long Damis lived or whether he survived Apollo-
nius. He tells us he did not, but that he died ten or twelve
years before him at Alexandria in Kgypt. This accounts for
the fact that Damis gave no aceount of Apollonius’s work while
in retirement on the island of Patmos, and his subsequent
publication of the Gospel of St John and the Apocalypse, as
they are ealled, at Ephesus, where he closed his long and
remarkable labors.
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The spirit explains another point which has been lost sight
of in the confusion of the history of the first three centuries of
the so-called Christian era, and that is, that the Greek and
Roman priestly followers of the God Prometheis were bitterly
hostile to the Nazarite and ISssenian propagation of the teach-
ings and doctrines relating to the Hindoo Saviour Christos
(Chrishna, as he has been miscalled) and not less hostile to
Apollonius himself. They no doubt, did all they could to create
prejudice and doubt concerning the Christosite teachings of
that real founder of the Christian religion. 1t is impossible to
now judge how far the writings of Apollonius came into the
hands of Marcion and Lucian in their original shape; those
two Greck writers being none others than the St. Mark and
St. Luke of the Synoptieal gospels ; and it is equally impossible
to know to what extent the latter altered them before they
ame into the hands of Eusebius of Cwesarea and his contempo-
raries and coadjutors of the Council of Nice. Tt is enough to
know that in spite of all this modifying by the priests of
Promethens, and the priestly founders of the Orthodox Chris-
tian religion, the Apollonian or Essenian Christosism is shown
to pervade it from beginning to end, and that there is nothing
original or true connected with it asa distinetive or original
religion,

We now conie to the consideration of what the spirit says in
relation to Apollonius of Tyana being the real Panl, rendered
plain by the epistles of Paul to Timothy. Damis tells us that
he was himelf called Thmotheus by the Thessalonians among
whom he resided at the time the Fpistles to Timothy were
written, It appears that he had gone into Thessaloniea years
before as a subordinate teacher of the philosophical, theologieal
and social doctrines of the Nazarites, and when A pollonius was
sent to Rome, after his return from his second journey to India,
that Damis, whose name had been changed to Demas) Teft him
and went again to Thessalonica, It is proper to here say that
in reply to my question : Why were you ealled Timotheus by
the Thessalonians? he replied @ @ 1In the Thessalonian dialect
Timotheus meant the same as leader or bishop,”  No one can
read the two EFpistles to Timothy and not sce that the person
to whow they were addressed was one who had been the im-
mediate papil of the writer of them.  The words addressed to
Timothy are: © Unto Timothy, my own son in the faith,” 1t is
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true that it has been represented and supposed that Timotheus
was at Ephesus when those two letters were written, but if we
understand the import of what the spirit said upon that point,
this is a mistake, the result no doubt, of the purpose to conceal
the identity of the Timotheus who was addressed by Apollo-
nius, who was none other than his devoted disciple Damis.
These letters to Timothy do not follow the Epistles of Paul to
the Ephesiansg, as they would naturally have done if they had
been addressed to an Essenian bishop of Ephesus. They follow
the 2d Epistle to the Thessalonians, thusshowing very strongly
that the statement of Damis that he was the Timotheus
addressed is substantially correct. The name Timotheus was
therefore rather the theological rank of the person addressed
than the given name of that person. The one circumstance that
seems to strongly weigh against this claim of spirit Damis is,
that in the 2d Epistle to Timothy there seems to be a manifest
reference to Damis himself where in chapter iv, 9, 10, we read :
“Do thy diligence to come shortly unto me. For Demas
(manifestly Damis) has forsaken me, having loved this present
world and is departed unto Thessalonica.” Whatever seeming
confusion and inconsistency there may appear about this matter
it ean all be the result of the bungling alterations that are
manifest throughout the so-called Pauline Epistles, Why
should we not prefer to accept the testimony of this spirit who
hag given so many proofs of his personal knowledge of the
things about which he testifies, to the nntruthful versions of
these same things, which lhave been produeed to conceal the
truth about them? I, at least, think it is safer to do so.
I cannot prolong these comments, but I have adduced
sufticient proof to show that the communication is authentie
and substantially true. That being so, it seems certain that
through this testimony of Damis we have been taken to the
source of Christianity which we find to have been in Indig,
and that instead of its having any relation to Jesus Christ or
Jesus of Nazareth, it relates to the Hindoo saviour Christos ;
and was carried in to the Roman empire by Apollonius of
Tyana about the time when it is alleged the mission of Jesus
Chaist began.
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DPEVA BODHISATOUA.
A Buddhist Prophet.

“Sarp, I SALUTE You:—In all things pertaining to the
spirit and mortat life, experience must be the guide and reason
the teacher. It is my duty as o spirit, being appointed by the
hicher order to come here, to tell you what I know of what are
termed the Christian Gospels—more particularly those relating
to what are termed Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. Right
here I might go into a personal history of myself, in order that
you may understand more thoroughly what I herein set forth.
Tam of a line of teachers or prophets from Buddha down.
Whether you can obtain, through the encyclopwedias of to-day,
the information I shall give you I cannot tell.  But if you ean
obtain the Japanese Eneyeclopedia of 1821, translated by Abel
Remusat, you will be able to learn a great deal about myself,
In the Sanerit tongue my name was Deva Bodhisatoua ; in the
C‘hinese tongue my name was Phou-sa, and in the Hindoo
tongue it was Ma-Ming. I commenced exactly agthisman [ am
using to-day—a trance medium, in the Mahabaratacountry, and
it was 1 who first tangiht, in [mlia, long before the Christian
era, the metaphysical-allegorieal style c¢laimed to have eome
from one who never existed, called Jesus of Nazareth.  These
gospels were transferred to Singapore, where they afterwards
fell into the possession of Apolonius of Pyana.  Their original
nanwes, in your modern tongue, would represent the four
seasons; but were afterward used, or misused, to typify a
saviour of men.  The originals, as understood by the Hindoos,
werein this way. First, the preparation of the ground —the
planting of the sced—the harvest time the gathering in—und
the feast time or harvest home,  This was what those books,
interpreted by the aid of eertain stars, in what is now termed
the zodiae, meant. The ‘Star in the East” was simply a signal
of seeding time or planting time.  Now, these mysteries were
used by Hindoos; to show certain things occurring in the life
of man that resembled the oftices of nature, such as the infaney,
youth, maturity and old age or death, of man. You =ce the
beauty of these things when properly understood.  First, the
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stars used then as an almanac ; sccond, the seed time and har-
vest, and third, their analogy to the life of man. These writings
or gospels were given to me, first, as I have set forth in the
beginning of this communication, by experiences in the way of
trance; sceond, by my reasoning upon them ; and third, by my
intuitional nature coming in contact with the higher relations
of spirit life. And here again, T must remark that in my time
they were not original, but they were simply the reflex of
spirits on my receptive organisin. In an allegorical sense these
writings ean injure no one; but when used by priests to gain
power—and asthey keep the key to themselves—endinenslaving
the intellects of their fellow-men. We believed in re-incarna-
tion ; we believed, in the language of Buddha, that, as long as
there was a decline of virtue in the world, a good man was
raised up to re-establish morality ; and that this man was
either Buddha himself, or that, at his conception, he was over-
shadowed Dby the holy spirit of Buddha. These epistles or
gospels brought from India by Apollonius, were modified by
him to suit his spiritual nature. Much of the foree and sub-
limity of language in them is lost in their translation through
so many different tongues. Asnecar as I ean give you their
name, they would be called, in your language, translated from
the Hindoo, “The Code of the Initiated.” There was at that
time, in India, a sacred order, in which all persons of good
blood—not that there is anything in caste—were to become
pupils, and gradually go from one degree to another, similar to
modern Freemasonry. No one was admitted as a pupil unless
first examined to see whether he had any spiritual gifts, and
this was tested in different ways. One of the principal tests
was looking through a hollow tube on a piece of glass or piece
ot skin. Ifhe discovered any sign on either, this was evidence
of elairvoyance. Others were tested by a tube shaped like a
horn placed to the ear. If they heard a voice, or any noise, or
anything was photographed upon their brain, they were adinit-
ted on the ground of clairaudience. By this method we were
always cnabled to have mediums that not only preached our
philosophy, but proved it also. I have certified to all T think
that is necessary, and I have fulfilled my duty to the best of
my present ability ; and if T am not mistaken, this communi-
:ation, which is launched in this huinble home to-day, wilt
undoubtedly be looked upon, in the future, as one of the mar-
vels of Spiritualism, considering the source from whieh it
comes,  Wise spirits—not that I lay claim to wisdom—never
enter where pride shuts thenm out.  Humility is the best prep-
aration any medium neceds to receive the whole truth and
nothing but the truth.”?
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We can find no historieal reference to any such person as
Deva Bodhisutoua, Phon-sa, or Ma-Ming, and are therefore
compelled to confine our test of its genuinenessand authenticity
o what we can learn regarding Abel Remusat, referred to in
the conumunication.  We take the following facts coneerning
Remusat from the Nouvelle Biographie Generale

‘“Jean-Pierre-Abel Remusat, a celebrated Orientalist, born at
Paris, the 5th of September, 1788, died of cholera, in (i\(, same
city, the 4th of June, 1832, The Lll(tlllllh[d]l(cs tlmt; awakened
in hxm a taste w Iuch was soon to develop into a true vocation,
were as follows : The Abbey of FPersan had united to the Ahbev
aux-Bois a precious collection of antiquities and objects of
curiosity, to which was joined a library composed of rare books,
relating to the different objects of the muscum. Amid these
amateur treasures was a Chinese pastoral poem. Abel Remusat
being permitted to visit this collection of the Abbey of Tersan,
from the first gave special attention to that work and deter-
mined to give a translation of it.  Animated by his tastes and
his desire for the distinetion, because it had defied the learning
of the time, he surrounded himself with all the works, small in
number and insutlicient as they were, which treated of sinology
or the Chinese writing. The traek was rough and almost im-
practicable in the state in which he found the undertaking ;
but he persevered beeause he felt he had found the way. With-
out neglecting his profession of medieine, he found time to
learn the Tartar language, copied all the alphabets he could
procure, and in @ manner m‘ldv a vocabulary for his own use.
After five years of lubor he published his Kssay on the Chinese
Language and Literature.  In doing this he gave his attention
particularly to the Chinese writing, the composition, origin,
form and variety of eharacters.  KFrom this he pursued the art
of reading and writing the Chinese tongue ; and tinally treated
of the influence of aceentuation exereised over the plmmlm
value of words,.”

This essay was followed by a work, in 1811, entitled, The
Study of Foreign Languages Among the Chinese, which
attracted the greatest attention.  In 1813 he published his
Uranographie Mongole and his Dissertation on the monosylila-
bie nature commonly attributed to the Chinese language,  On
the 19th of November, 1814, he was appointed Professor of
Chinese, in the College of France,  From that time his lite wus
devoted to the study of the fangunages of the extreme Orient.
In 1520 he made publie his Rescarches Concerning the Tartar
Langunage, or Memoirs on different points of the Granmmar and
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Literature of the Ouigours and Thibetans. After mentioning
several other essays and works of Remusat, the writer in the
Nouvelle Biographie Generale says :

“The study of Chinese documents, both prmted and in man-
uscript, enabled the learned sinologue, to indicate to Cordier,
according to the Japanese Kncyclopeedia, the locality where
the Calmouks collected the salts of ammmonia, and to reveal the
existence of two burning volcanoes, situated in Central Asia,
four hundred leagues from the seca, information of which
Humboldt, travelling in Chinese Tartary, was pleased to recog-
nize as corrcet. The Japanese Encyclopedia, is the most
important work in relation to information concerning the state
of the sciences, arts and occupations in China. Its entire civi-
lization is therein described. Abel Remusat early gave a
translation of the titles of the chapters of it, with that of an
entire article relative to the tapir, that the imagination of the
Chinese had transformed into a sort of fabulous animal. * *

“ Historieally Abel Remusat was particularly occupied with
the Tartar nations, and he know how to profit by the relations
of the Chincse with them to solve many historical problems.
Instead of making the barbarians who overrun the Roman
Empire descend from the North he showed their oricntal origin
and the different localities of them in the countries of Asia. *
* * The true object of the researches of Abel Remusat con-
cerning the religions of China was Buddhism. Three memoirs
from his pen appeared on this subject in the ‘Journal des
Savants’ ot 1831. Soon after he published his translation of
the ‘ Book of Rewards and Punishments,’ ot the popular moral
code. Hislabors on the history of Buddhism are numerous.
The discovery that he made in the Japanese Encyclopaedia of
the list of thirty-three first patriarehs of Buddhism, with the
date of the birth and death of the greater number among them,
relative to the Chinese chronology, entitled him, at least
approximately to fix the epoch of the death of Buddha, which
would have taken place nine hundred and fifty years before
Jesus Christ. One of the centres of Buddhisin was Rotan,
which also became a great centre of civilization. Abel Remusat
translated the history of that city. Tt was at this period that
the pentaglot dictionary, ealled by the author the ‘Somme or
Whole of Buddhism,” was conceived. The translation of that
collection, undertaken by Abel Remusat and E. Bournouf, was
only begun. The former of these savants also intended to
tmmlate the journeyings of the religious votaries of China,
going on pilgrimages to visit the places consecrated by the
Buddhistie legends. Death surprised him, so to speak, with
pen in hand. m
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Such was the learned Oriental scholar to whom the Hindoo
spirit prophet referred. Whether this Buddhistic patriarch
cither under, the name of Deva Bodhisatoua, or Phou-sa,
or Ma-Ming was found reecorded in the line of patriarchs
of Buddhism, by Remusat, in the Japancse Encyclopwedia, or
not, we cannot tell. Should it be there, it would hardly be
possible to doubt the authenticity of this strange, and as we
incline to believe it, most important communication. In the
absence of positive knowledge upon this point we are warranted
in giving great weight to the referenee of this Buddhistie spirit
to the Japanese Encyelopwedia, and its partial translation by
Remusat in I182I.  But most significent of all is the fact that
Remusat in his labor of translating that noted Oriental work,
discovered a chronological list of the names of the thirty-three
first Buddhistie patriarehs with the time of the birth and death
of most of them, so fully given asto determine with considerable
certainty, that the Buddhistie religion had its origin about nine
hundred and fifty years before the Christian era, so-called. If
we could obtain that chronological list of the first thirty-three
patriarchs of Buddhism, and if it should prove that Ma-Ming
was among them, and that he was the Buddhistic patriarch
about two hundred years before the Christian era, as the
comnmunieation seems to imply, it would be impossible to
doubt the genuineness and authentieity of that communication,

We will now proeced to analyze this very remarkable com-
muniecation, when the indireet evidenee of its authentieity will
become almost irresistible.  The spirit tells us that he was a
trance medium, and that under the control of spirits he wrote
several books — that they were written in the Mahabarata
country, which we understand to mean in that portion ot Imdia,
where the Vedie Poem ealled * The Mahabarata,”! was com-
posed and held as saered-—that he it was who first taught in
the metaphysical-allegorieal style, two hundred B. ¢.—that he
afterwards sent the books thus written to Ningapore—that
Apollonius of Tyana two hundred and tifty years afterwards
found them in that centre of Buddhism—that Apollonius bore
them away with him, making such alterations in them as
better suited his spiritual philosophy—that they were originally
used to ty pify the four seasons, eansed by the annual revolution
of the earth around the sun, but that they were used, or mis-
used to typify a Saviour of mien—that as understood by tho
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Hindoo priesthood they implied the time for preparing the
ground, planting the seed, the harvest and gathering in time,
and the feasting time or harvest home—that those books were
interpreted by the successive appearanee of the Stars of the
Zodiae, ‘‘the Starin the East,” simply being the signal of
seeding or planting time—that these books were also used by
the IHindoo priests to show certain things in the life of man
that resembled the offices of nature—that stars were used by
them as an almanae, as a rural calendar, and as relating to the
life of man—and he might have added a fourth use of them as
relating to the atmospheric or meteoric changes of the four
Seasons.

No onc who has given any attention to the subject of the
Brahminieal, Buddhistie, Zoroastrian, Xgyptian, Greecian, and
Roman religions, which all preceded the so-called Christian
religion, can doubt or question the fact that they were one and
all based upon the annual revolution of the earth around the
sun, and the natural ehanges which were thus produced on the
earth, and which espeeially affected the comforts, interests and
happiness, or the misery, misfortunes and ealamities of the
human race. Such were the religions and philosophies, every-
where met with by Apollonius of Tyana, in his long and active
journeyings throughout the then civilized world. That the
books obtained by him at Singapore, India, were of that nature,
cannot be reasonably questioned.

Those Buddhistic books were afterwards written, as has been
alleged by the spirit of Ulphilas, bishop of the Goths, and
Apollonius himself, in the Ilebraie-Samaritan tongue; the
written language of his native country. They were afterwards
copied by Hegessippus in the same tongue, and from the copy
of Hegessippus, Ulphilas made his translation into the Gothie
tongue.  This Gothie bible of Ulphilas is suffieiently extant
to-day in the Clodex Argenteus to show that it is identieal with
the canonieal books of the New Testament. We have thus a
direet connection between the Gothie bible of Ulphilas and the
Hindoo writings brought from India by Apollonius. This
singularly disclosed transmission of ITindoo theology to Europe
seems to be fully confirmad by the otherwise meaningless deeo-
rations of Christian churches, and the ecremonial mummeries
of the Christian hierarchies, which are identieal with the deco-
rations of the eaves and temples of Indin, and the feasts and
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fasts and ceremonies observed and enforeed by the Brahimanieal
and Buddhistic Hindoo priesthoods.

Now it is a positive fact, especially noted by the learned
Charles Francis Dupuis in his great work, ¢ The History of Al
Nystems of Worship,” that upon the door of the main entrance
to the Chureh of Notre Dame, at Paris, dedicated to the
worship of Mary the alleged mother of Jesus Christ, are
delineated in basso-relievo, our series of ideas, alluded to by the
spirit purporting to be Ma-Ming. They consist first of a scries
of twelve panels arranged around the outer niargin of the door,
corresponding with the signs of the Zodiae, arranged in groups
of three, each corresponding with the four seasons. The panels
of eleven of those signs contain each the respeetive synibol
representing it, to wit: Aries, Taurus, Gemini, Caneer, Leo,
ete.  Butin the square corresponding with Virgo or the Celes-
tial or Zodiaeal Virgin, the symbol, a young wonian, is absent,
and in its place is a figure of the sculptor hiniself, at his work.
The Virgin of the Zodiae whieh should have oeccupied that
panel, is placed in the large eentral panel of the door, holding
in her arms an infant ettigy or representation of the new born
Sun, which, aecording to all the so-called heathen systems of
religion was suppos=ed to be born of the zodiacal Virgin, at
midnight, at the winter solstice, an event which Christians
cclebrate, in concert with the heathens of every hue, or condi-
tion of savagery or civilization, at that precise hour. The
church of Notre Danie or “* Our Lady,” stands on the site of a
sacred grove of the ancient Gallic Druids, conscerated to the
mothier goddess of the northern nations; afterward appropri-
ated by the Roman conquerors of Gaul ag the site of a temple
consecrated to Venus, the Roman goddess of love and beauty,
and now conseerated to Mary, the Cliristian sucecssor of the
sanie zodiacal virgin mother of the Sun.  On the same door of
this noted Christian churelr is another series of panels, in which
are arranged figures of men, denoting the difterent stages of
cach individual life on carth, the dress and garnients of which
denote the changes of the temperature of the seasons. On the
same door is still another series of ficures showing the various
rural occupations of the year. Similar devices, says Dupuis,
ornament the doors of the church of St. Denis, also in Paris,
showing beyvond all question that the Christian religion is
nothing niore than the sane old theological Monsicur Touson



DEVA BODHISATOUA., 555

of heathendom come again in a Christian garb. In view of
such facts as these, who can doubt the pagan origin and nature
of the Christian religion? We feel sure, as these spirit revela-
tions are continued, that every possible doubt as to this point
will be done away with,

What this Hindoo spirit says as to the incarnation of the
Deity, the mediumistic character of the Buddhistic priesthood
—their methods of selecting their priests and tcachers—the
spiritual origin of their religion and sacred writings, and
indced, all that he says, is worthy of the deepest consideration
of all who desire to know the truth, the whole truth, and
nothing but the truth, concerning the mutual relations of the
world of mortals and the world of spirits. If they will give it
this consideration, they will wonder more and more how such
important information is given through the mediumship of an
unlearned man; and why it has been so long withheld. We
confess our own amazement as we proceed in our researches, at
the prospective store of knowledge that is soon to be poured, in
one unbroken flood upon the minds of thoughtful and intelligent
people.

[As may be seen by the above comments, Mr. Roberts
states that he had been unable to find any historical refer-
ence concerning Deva Bodhisatoua. This was written by
him July, 2, M. S. 3. Two years later, September 1, M.
8. 36, he records the following. ¢ The reader may judge of
our surprise when in searching for some historical reference
concerning Ardilua Babekra, two years after the commauni-
cation of Deva Bodhisatoua was published in MIND AXND
MATTER, we came across the following account of the
remarkable man, whose spirit gave that grand explanation
of the Buddhism of his time, which we translate from
the French of Abel Remusat’s work, ‘ Melanges Asiatiques.’’’
—Compiler.]

““The eleventh of the line of patriarchs was Founayche, who
was succeeded by Ma-Ming or the celebrated Phou-sa, his nanie
in Nanserit was Deva Bodhisatoua. This oue who was of the
order of the inecarnate divinities coming immediately after
Buddha has given into the whole elass of gods of the second
order, the different names that he has received in the lan-
guages of the various Buddhistic people. The Hindoos calls
him Bodhisatona, which signifies sensitive intelligenee, the
Tibetians have changed his name into Djangtchhoub or
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Djangtchhoubsemspah. The Chinese have abbreviated it into
Phou-sa, which by a very ridieulous misunderstanding, some
Chinese idolaters, and following them many missionaries have
given him the name of Goddess of Poreelain, they havelavished
most honorable titles on him, such as most intelligent, most
victorious, omnipotent, most holy son of Bouddha, born ot his
month. We do not have at present to seek the allegorical
sense of all these names, but it is very important to determine
the age of the historieal personage to whom they attributed
them, for Bodhisatoua seems to have been one of the reformers
to whom the Buddhist philosophy is most indebted. Georgi
has given vent to a erowd of conjectures upon this subject, he
takes Bodhisatoua for Somonakodom or Bouddha, and besides
for a celebrated religious person in China in the 4th eentury
after our era under the name of Fo-thou-tchhing, and even for
Seythianus or Manes. By reason of this error he makes him
live in the 3d century of our era. T must confess that Chinese
authors themselves differ upon the epoch of this celebrated
man, some make Lim live three himdred years after Bonddha
others make six hundred years interval, other still eight hun-
dred years interval, but the Book of Mahayva whence is
borrowed the snceession of the Patriavehs, cuts this ditticulty,
since it makes Bodhisatoun die in the thirty-seventh year of
Hian-Wang, 332 before J. C.; or 618 years after the death of
Chaikia-Mouni. He was born in the kingdom of Po-lo-nai, and
had received from Founayche the deposit of the doetrine which
he transmitted to the thirteenth Patriareh named Kabimara g
this one travelled in the west part of Indies and delivered his
body to the flames in the forty-first year of Nan-Wang, 274
before J. .7

{Our readers will notice that the spirit of Bodhisatoua says
he reecived the gospels, whieh atterward Iaid the foundation of
the Christian religion, from spirit sources, he being a tranee
medium, The translation of Remusat claims, however, that he
received them from his predecessor, Founayche.  This evident
contradiction is casily accounted for, as it is not likely that
after taking <o much trouble to suppress all evidenee of the real
origin of the Christian gospels; that an attempt would not he
meade to mislead in this direction.  The great wonder is that at
this late day, o mueh evidenee ean be obtained, which only
shows, that at some point in their ealeulations, & misstep was
made and that this evidence was overtooked, which makes it
po=sible that in this the nineteenth century the true facts may
be brought to light., 'I'he manner in which this last informa-
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tion was obtained is of itself, strong testimony, to the faet that
though truth may be suppressed for a time, it cannot be so
crushed that it will not eome uppermost at last. Our readers
will do well to earefully study this eocmmunieation, as it will
shed more light upon the supposed divine origin of the Christian
gospels than any other information extant, proving that the
priesthood after obtaining them changed them to suit their
own views and purposes, thus perverting the truth to the
detriment of all mankind.—Compiler.]

PLOTINUS.
The Neo-Platonist.

“OURS Is A WAR FOR TRUTH :(—As it was with me in the
mortal form, so it is now with me in the spirit. While you
fight with benighted souls in the mortal formm, I am fighting
with the deluded millions in spirit. The school to whieh I
belonged is known to you nroderns as the Neo-Platonie ; by us
it was ealled the Iclectie. The founder of this sehool was
Ammonius the Peripatetie ; but the person who really furnished
the materials for this sehool was Apollonius of Tyana ; and all
the ideas that this sehool ever gave forth under Potamon,
Ammonius Saceas and myself, were gathered from the originals
of the sehool of that famous Hindoo, known to us by his
Sanserit name of Deva Bodhisatoua. His writings were the
foundation, eombined with some Platonic writings, whieh form
the whole of what the Ecleetie sehool taught. In the first
plaee, the whole history of Jesus of Nazareth, so-called, was
started by that Hindoo representing the life of Buddha, and
afterward taught by Apollonius of Tyana. In my mortal life
I was a particular friend of the Emperor Gallienus. I had
frequent eonversations with those who claimed to know any-
thing of this Jesus, and proved to them so conelusively that
Apollonius was the real Jesus, that my works were destroyed
by the C'hristians; and the next spirit that eommunieates after
me, shall be the one to tell you when and where they were
destroyed.  This pope comes here by the foree of my medium-
istic power. I aected in preeisely the same ecapaeity to the
Emperor Gallienus that Apollonius did to Vespasian, that is, T
was his oracle, I obtained almost all your modern physical
phenomena. I had independent writing on copper plates,
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whieh were closed and sealed together, and the writing was
produced on the inside of those plates. I also taught in my
own house on two days of the week while in trance oran
ecstatie state. It is by the mediumistie power of us so-called
heathens, that the Christian interpolaters and destroyers of
other men’s good works are compelled to come back here and
confess their raseality.  Fight them faithfully on your side, my
zood brother, and you will find that one Plotinus will ever
help you when he can. I have exhausted the time allotted me
for this sitting. Good-bye.”

[For the historical record of Plotinus, we refer the reader to
the Eneyelopaedia Britannica, also Nouvelle Biographie Gen-
erale.—Compiler.]

We have found enough evidence in the works referred to
above to show that Plotinus was beyond all questionamedium
and no one will deny that he was the tirst Neo-Platonie Ilelectic
author of whose writings we have any trace. It is the spirit
of this truly great and good man who comes baek to testify to
facts regarding the Christian Seriptures and religion, which
absolutely confinns the spirit testintony of Ulphilas, Apollonius
of Tyana, Vespasian, Deva Bodhisatoua, Ielix, TIgnatius,
Gregory, Hegessippus and many others; that the original
source of all that is called Christianity was the Seriptures of
Buddhism, introduced into Western Asia, Burope and Africa,
by Apollonins of Tyana, afterward moditied by Amonius the
Peripatetie, Potamon, Amonius Saccas, and Plotinus himself.
Thus do the facts accumulate that must render as elear
as the noonday sun that Christianity ix a monstrous fraud
aud delusion, that has desolated the earth and filled the
spirit world with demons.  The reader may imagine with
what curiosity we awaited the next control, that was to
show the power of Plotinus, the spirit medium, to compel a
Christian pope to diselose the most important secrets of his
church. Reader, we are about to bring to your notice facts that
must prove beyond all question; not only the authenticity and
truthfulness of these astounding comniunications, but also the
wonderful attributes of the medinm through whom they are
given.  Read attentively the faets that we are about to lay
before you, and doubt if you e¢an that high and beneficent
spirits are bhehind the vevelations of trath being made throngh
him and recorded and published by ourself. The communica-
tion referred to was from the spirit ot Pope Gregory.
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POPE GREGORY VII.

By Whose Order the Library of the Palatine Apollo
Was Destroyed in the 11th Century,

“ Goop DAY :—I come here by foree, as the preceding speaker
(the spirit of Plotinus) told you ; and what is worse, I am forced
to tell you exactly what I did, when here in the mortal form.
When living on earth I was known as Pope Gregory, and what
I am here for to-day is to own to the destruction of the Library
of the Palatine Apollo, which contained the whole of the
writings of the School of Alexandria from the days of Potamon
to the days of one Maximus. And what was my excuse for its
destruction? Religious bigotry. I made the excuse for it, that
I did not want the clergy to have their minds diverted from
their holy work by studying heathen literature. But the real
cause of my action in that matter was, that there were recorded
in that library all the faets that would prove that no such
person as Jesus of Nazareth ever existed ; and therefore, feeling
the weakness and insceurity of my position, I did all I could to
strengthen it, by letting as few as possible know what the real
contents of that library were. I am here also to state that there
is a power—a band of spirits now oecupying a position that
enables them, when they want a man to return here and atone
for the wrongs he has done during his mortal life, to force him
to come back and eommunicate the truth. By the forece of truth
itself, he is compelled to come back and acknowledge his
wrongs. It is the same with spirits as with mortals ; they love
power and hate opposition as muech there as they did here.
That is all T have to say.”

Consult Chambers’ Eneyclopzedia for sketeh of Pope Gregory.

When I was told by this spirit, through the lips of the
mediuni, that he had destroyed the library of the Palatine
Apollo, whicl contained the whole of the writings of the Alex-
andrian (or Neo-Platonie) school, from the days of Potamon to
the days of one Maximus; or, in other words, from the early
part of the first to the middle of the fourth century, I wondered
whether it eould be true; for it scemed to me that no man
possessed of the learning which such a library was said to
eontain, could have been so lost to every sense of moral princi-
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ple, as to be guilty of such a eruel, heartless destruction of
invaluable literature. When I came to seck for light upon this
point T was surprised to find that there was no historical
reference to the fate of the Palatine Apollo Library, and indeed
no historieal reference in many scores of works to such alibrary,
subsequent to the reign of Julinn the Apostate (so-ealled by
Christians) in the fourth eéntury. I found references to the
fact that the Emperor Augustus had erected a tenmiple to Apollo
on the Palatine Hill in Rome, and had founded a library in
conneetion with it. This temple was burned in the reign of
the Emperor Julian, on the same night that the Temple of
Apollo at Daphne, near Antioeh, was burned. It wuas further
stated that it was with the greatest ditliculty that the Sibyline
books were saved.  Whether the library shared the fate of the
temple was not stated. I infer however that it was not burned
at that time, but existed until it was destroyed by the order of
Pope Gregory.

[It scems to be a disputed question among writers as to
whether Gregory I, or Gregory VI, ordered the destruction of
the library Palatine Apolto. It is well known, however, that
this library was wholly or partially destroyed several times. It
is possible, in fact probable, that both of these Popes caused its
destruction in the time of their various reigns, and this may be
the solution of the much discussed ¢uestion, which arises from
the fact that John of Salisbury is the only authority for the
statement that the Palatine Apollo library was destroyed by
the order of Gregory, and cites his proclumation to that elicet
in his work, “ The Policraticus.” Who was John of Salisbury ?
A historian who was the private seeretary of the Archbishop of
Canterbury, and through him ambassador to the Papal See,
which very fact gave him opportunities to obtain knowledge,
the nature of which is not to be carelessly estimated in consid-
ering his works, which even to-day, are regarded invaluable.
Men tike Gregory 1, and Gregory VI whose whole lives were
wiven to perpetuating the power of their church, would
certainly notstop at the burning of a tibrary to accomplish their
object, Therefore, whether Gregory I, or Gregory VI, caused
the destruction of the valuable library in question, the facts
which come down to s show that it was destroyed in the
interests of the so-called Christian chureh.—Conipiler.]
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EUTHARLIUS.
A Greek Theologian.

“Goop EVENING, SIR:—My name was Euthalius of Alex-
andria. T lived in the fifth century and was a eonunentator on
the Pauline Epistles. Those epistles are those whieh were
brought from India by Apollonius, and obtained by the latter
through King Phraotes of Taxilla. The Gospel! aecording to
Matthew is not original, but is of Armenian origin. The Gospel
aceording St. Mark, was left by Apollonius with the Thessalon-
ians aceording to the text of the epistle to them. The Gospel
aeeording to St. Luke is but a modified version of the legend of
Prometheus Bound as rendered by Lueian and Mareion at
Rome. The Gospel according to St. John was written by
Apollonius of Tyana toward the later part of his life, when he
was an old man, on the island of Patmos, where he retired to
end his days, in isolation from the human race. That gospel is
a blending with what the inspired scer hoped for, and the
knowledge whieh he feared to impart in sueh terms as unedu-
cated mortals eould understand. The Aets of the Apostles
relate the doings of Apollonius and his diseiples, and this was
fully understood by the Gnosties and Neo-Platonists up to the
time of Eusebius of Cwesarea. Ammonius Saecas, Plotinus, and
their followers, were Gymnosophists, Gnosties and Neo-Platon-
ists combined. They had no idea nor intention of promulgating
anything but what they regarded as truth. Truer or better
men than were Ammonius and Plotinus never lived. This was
made plain to me by the study of their writings. Apollonius,
Ammonius and Plotinus were the purest and best of men, and
their only desire was to elevate the human race. Their teach-
ings had relation to the Brahmanieal and Buddhistie eanonical
narratives eoncerning the Indian Saviour Krishna. I now see
anethereal spirit of light whieh appears behind and over you
[These words were addressed to us.] who says he is Krishna,
of whom the story of his divine origin, persecution by the
tyrant Kansa, and miraeulous performanees were exaggerations;
and that his sole work was that of a moral reformer, and his
only object to make the people of his country happy. For
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these services he was worshipped, and regarded asan inearnation
of Brahma, or the spirit of the universe. He shows me the
figure three repeated four times, by which I understand him to
imply that he was born 3333 B. C, in India, at the foot of a
mountain near Mathura on the Junna. [We remarked we had
always supposed IKrishna to have been a myth.] No, he was a
man, and the original of all the world’s modern Saviours, The

anonical epistles as far as T knew anything about them, were
all derived from the writings of Apollonius of Tyana, who, to
conceal that fact, has been called Paul or Paulus.  The namnes
of Jumes, Peter, John, and Jude, were attached to the other
epistles sent to communities too insignificant to be mentioned.
All these teachings were appropriated, either suceesstully or
unsuceessfully, by Kusebius of Ciesarea, to make good his
theological Christian scheme. But, he failing in his purpose to
some extent, and I seeing that it was a grand cpportunity for
me to gain renown, acknowledged their authority and set about
establishing what Eusebius had failed to prove true regarding
them from his standpoint. I put these Indian writings of
Apollonius into my own shape and eliminated from them every
mention of Apollonius or Krishna, and substituted therefor
Paul, and the Christ idea. This work of Eusebius and myself
beeame the better assured in proportion as the original writings
and the traces of them beeame destroyed. What I have told
you is the truth.”

We refer to account of Euthalius, to Nouvelle Biographie
Generale,

According to the spirit statement of Euthalius, it is very
certain that the Gospels of Matthew and John were both the
produetion of Apollonius of Tyana. The fornier written at an
arly period of his earcer, and closely in accordance with the
Gymnosophie theology or philosophy ; and the Iatter near the
close of his life after he had matured his theologieal conceptions.
There is no doubt that the theological and philosophical views
of Apollonius underwent very material moditications as he
advanced in his realization of the spiritual department of
natural forees and eauses, and henee the spiritual nature of the
later gospel as compared with the crude, and less spiritually
developed charaeteristies of the first or original gospel of his
adoption,  There is a singular analogy between the name of
Apollonius and John, They are both designations of the Light
that lighteth all men coming into the world, the Sun, The
sum among the Greeks was alike designated Apollo and Ton
Ton the Greek name of the sun etymologically speaking,
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“I’" the one, and “‘on’’ the being—the one being. Eusebius and
his suceessors who have labored so hard to deprive Apollonius
of the credit of his theological labors, have substituted Ion or
John for Apollonius. In view of all the facts we are led to
credit the spirit statement of Futhalius, and to aecept hLis
statement that Apollonius wrote the Gospel of St. John, as it
iscalled, on the Island of Patimos, where he also under spirit
control wrote the Revelations,

The spirit of Euthalius tells us that the Acts of the Apostles
relate the doings of Apollonius and his disciples, and that this
was fully understood by the Gnosties and Neo-Platonists, up to
the time of Eusebius, A. D. 325 to 850. This is undoubtedly
the fact, since Saul of Tarsus or St. Paul was no other individ-
ual than Apollonius of Tyana himself. Ammonius Saccas,
Plotinus and Porphyry were undoubtedly Gnostic followers of
Apollonius, and all were what Euthalius testifies they were, as
good and pure men as ever lived. It is almost certain, that
the divine incarnation in Apollonius’s system of philosophy
and theology, was Krishna of the Hindoo theologies called
Kristos in the Greek language and known in the various
other languages by still other titles, as will be found in other
communications.

The spirit says that the canonical Epistles, so far as he knew
anything about them, were all derived from the writings of
Apollonius of Tyana; and that to conceal their real authorship
Eusebius attributed them to Paul or Paulus, which was but a
modification of Pol, the abbreviated name of Apollonius.
Euthalius tells us that Iusebius did not perfeetly suceeed in
robbing Apollonius of the credit of his labors, and that he,
Euthalius, completed that work. In view of the facts that
Euthalius is acknowledged to have broken the Epistles, eanon-
ical and Catholie, and the Acts of the Apostles into chapters
and verses, in order to add to the contents of the ehapters, and
as it is also admitted historieally, on the testimony of Euthalius
himezelf, that he collated them with the copies in the library of
Eusebius Pamphilus at Ceesarea, there can be no doubt he was
fully acquainted with the alterations that had been made from
the originals by Eusebius. Indeed, he tells us that the Indian
writings of Apollonius were at that time in the Pamphilian
library at Ctesarea, and that he modified them to suit himself,
and eliminated from them the names of Apollonius and
Krishna, and substituted therefor Paul and the Christ idea.
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POTAMON.

The Great Alexandrian Reformer.

‘SR :—There has never been a religious idea promulgated
on carth in Iatter times, that has not had its counterpart in
more ancient religious systems. The prineipal quarrels of the
Christian chureh have been over the doetrines of the Trinity,
or the eflfort to make three out of one. This has been the
oceasion of a vast amount of bloodshed. In my day I tried to
reconcile these eredal ideas of all religious systems, and to amal-
gamate them together ; but the same difticulties met my eftorts
that meet yours to-day. Icelesiastics have but one means to
keep their hold upon the people, and that is the encouragement
of ignorance and bigotry. Wrest these from them and their
power is gone.  I'or trying to regenerate old ideas—for trying
to make a better systemn or a more systematie religion, I was
met by eurses, and I ended my life inexile. I was banished
beeause I tried to purify the then existing religious systems.
But you have a far better day to work in, heeause you have the
aid of the greatest art of modern times, namely, the art of
printing, and you can seatter truth all over the land.  Keep on
with your work and although you may be persecuted there is
one thing they cannot do—they cannot banish you nor take
your life at this day. All the good you moderns enjoy has been
the work of men who were infidels to the prevailing ereeds
and beliefs of their time. And in conelusion, T want to say a
few words on the absolute proofs of spirit existence.  We dare
not as spirits give the masses of the present day absolute proofs
of spirit-life, for should we do so they would not perform their
mix=ion here, Once in possession of the absolute proof of the
after-life you would tind this people becoming a nation of
suicides.  First they must understand the true duties of mortal
existence hefore they can safely receive the absolute proofs of
spirit existenee, I am Potamon.”

On receiving the above communieation, and having no
Knowledge ourselt of who Potamon was, we coneluded {o look
the matterup, With the exeeption of a four-line mention of
him, in the Ameriean Encyclopiedia, we could find nothing
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concerning him in either of the English or American Eneyelo-
paediasor Biographieal Dictionaries. After a protracted search
we found the following reference to this great Religious Re-
former in the Nouvelle Biographie Generale, published in
Paris in 1862, of which we give our translation :

¢ Potamon, a Greek philosopher of the Alexandrian school,
was born at Alexandria and lived in the third century of the
Christian era. It is true that, according to Suidas, who speaks
of Airesis and Potamon, this philosopher should have been
contemporaneous with the Emperor Octavius-Augustus, but
Porphyry, in his life of Plotinus, (c. 9.), said positively that
Potamon, according to his understanding, treated of a new
philosophy of which he laid the foundation. Now Flotinus
was born about A. D. 250, and died at the age of sixty-five, and
evidently lived in the third century of our era. The same
ought to be the ease with Potamon. Now what was this new
philosophy of which Porphyry speaks, and of which he repre-
sents Potamon as the founder, according to those descriptions
of Plotinus? It is found contained in two works, one of which
was a commentary on the “Timeus’ of Plato, and the other,
“A Treatise” on first principles. Of these treatises there re-
mains absolutely nothing; but we know something of the
second from a passage of Diogenes Laertius in the introduction
of his book “‘On the Lives and Doctrines of Illustrious Philoso-
phers.”” ‘It is but a short time,’ said this biographer, ‘since an
Ecleetie school was instituted by Potamon of Alexandria,
which selected from the doetrines of all the different sects.
Two things,” Potanion explained, ‘are necessary to discern
truth : on one part, the prineipte that judges, that is to say,
reason ; on the other, the exact representation of the objects of
our judgment. Asto the principles of things he recognized
four—matter, quality, action and place; in other words, of
what and by whom a thing is made, how it is made, and
where it is made. He established as the aim to which all ought
to tend, a perfectly virtuous life, without excluding at all tinies
the needs of the body nor those thingsexternal toit.” Theresults
of this passage from Diogenes Laertius, combined with the
testimony of Porphyry, are, first, that Potamon was the founder
of the Eclectic school, and that, probably, this school owes its
name to him ; second, that he adopted the Peripatetic doctrine
relative to the principles of things; and third, that in ethies he
had attempted a kind of conciliation between Stoicisni and
Epicureanism.—C. MALLET.”

In the light of the foregoing spirit communiecation, it would
seem that Suidas was right as to the tinie in whieh Potamon
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lived and taught IScleetieism, and that Porphyry, and M.
Mallet, the French author, were wrong. Potamon undoubtedly
lived and taught under the Roman Emperor Octavius-Augustus
at Alexandria, and not in the third ecentury, as erroncously
claimed by M. Mallet, on the authority of Porphyry. It would
seem also to settle the question as to the dispufed age in which
Diegenes Laertius lived and wrote,  Speaking of the latter, M.
Aube says : * We know absolutely nothing of the life ot Dioge-
nes Laertius. It ean hardly be attirmed that he was horn at
Laertia, a city of Cilicia; in what ycar is unknown. We are
redueed to conjectures as to the epoch in which he lived ; and
on this point crities have widely differed. Some, by an evident
confusion, made him live under the reign of Augustus ; others,
in the tinie of Constantine.” Now, as Diogenes Laertius said,
in writing of Potamon, that the latter had a short time before
established a new school of philosophy, it becomes almost cer-
tain that Diogenes was contemporancous ‘with Potamon, and
that they both lived and wrote under the reign of the Roman
Smperor Augustus, at or about the time when it is said that
Jesus Christ lived and taught on earth. Is it not a most signifi-
ant fact that <o little is now known of those two great Iieleetie
authors, while their teachings and writings have been surrepti-
tiously appropriated by the Christian priesthood and attributed
to the fictitious man-god Jesus? In view of the importanee
that we attach to the spirit return of Potamon, we cannot re-
frain from laying hefore our readers, the following translation
of a passage from M. Aube’s sketeh of the life of this great
author:

“The work of Diogenes Lacertius has for its title, ‘Lives and
Opinions of the Most Illustrious Philosophers.” Tt comprises
ten beoks, with a preface, whieh contains some general consid-
crations on the origin of philosophy, the division of the schools,
and the different parties among philesophers,  Diogenes com-
menees hy opposing the opinion of those who place the eradle
of philosophy in the East.  Greeian philosophy, according to
him, was autochthonous (native to Greeee).  The tirst period
comprises the seven sages. The second, which is the age of
developnient and maturity, commenced with Anaximander
and Pythagoras and ended with Chrysippus and Epienrus. 1t
is embraced cntively in two schools; the lonian school, of
which Aunaximander, the disciple of Thales, is the ¢hief and
Chrysippus was the last representative 5 and the Ttalian school,
of which Pythagoras is the tather, and which beeame extinet
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with Epicurus. Such was the plan of Diogenes as set forth in
the preface to his work. It cannot be denied that this plan was
extremely simple, but at the same time we cannot but be aston-
ished that this historian made, so readily, an abstract of the
most perceptible differences which distinguished the various
philosophical doetrines ; and that he mingled thus arbitrarily
the most opposite schools of philosophy.”

It will be seen from that extract from Diogenes’ writings that
as a historian he was governed by the Eclectic philosophy and
sought to co-operate with his contemporary Potamon in pro-
moting harmony among the rival religious partisans of their
epoch. It is asad outcome of their benevolent efforts that the
Christian priesthood, who sought to turn their beneficent labors
to their personal advantage, should have succceded in conceal-
ing from their fellow-men the true source of their stolen and
corrupted Eclectic treatises. The reason why Diogenes Lacrtius
had so little to say about his contemporary, the greatest of all
reformers, Potamon, is rendered very cevident from the state-
ment made in his communication, or the communication con-
cerning him, that he was banished for his cfforts to bring a
religion of peace to his fellow-men. We would have the reader
to remark, especially, that the conununicating spirit has
nothing to say about Potamon as the founder of a school of
philosophy, but expressly elaims that he sought to reconcile
the varying credal ideas of all religions. For this humane and
benevolent eftfort he incurred the united animosity of the pre-
vailing religious seets of his country ; for which he was banished
and died in exile. The parallel which, as a spirit, he draws
between his own experience and that which he reminds us we
are passing through, is not the least significant feature of that
communication.

Time and space will not now admit of a more extended pre-
sentation of the incidents connected with the receipt of that
communieation. We will, therefore, point out a few things in
conneetion with it, that seem to us of pregnant importance.
There can be little, if any, reasonable doubt, that Potamon
lived at the very time when it is said Jesus lived—that hesought
to institute, as the commiunieation says, ‘A better system, or a
more systematie religion,”’—that although the writings of all
the other founders of religious systems in Greeee and at Alex-
andria, have been preserved and brought down to our time,
with the exception of the brief reference to himm and writings,
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by his contemporary Diogenes Lacrtiug, there is not an authen-
tic trace of his writings preserved—that he was an illustrious
philosopher and worthy to rank with the founders of the other
great Greeian schools, in the estimation of the Iclectic biogra-
pher Diogenes—that the latter should have ventured to say so
little concerning Potamon and his writings, or if he said more
than has come down to ug, that what he did say was suppressed
by those who sought to rob this great religious reformer of the
credit of his beneficent labors—that his teachings were con-
demned by the more powerful of the great rival religious seets
or schools of philosophy, as they were ealled, that then pre-
vailed—that, as the communieation says, he was banished for
his attempt to reconcile the contradictory ereeds aud dogmas
of the various religious systems of his day and died in exile—
that the original writings from which those of the present New
Testament, as it is called, were derived, were in the Greek
language—that they are coneeded to have been obtained from
Alexandria, the native ¢ity of Potamon and the scene of his
great attempt to reform the prevailing religious systems of his
time—that the ChristianFathers, co-ealled, should have utterly
ignored Potamon, the great founder of the religious system that
they appropriated and attributed falsely to God, in order that
they might the more readily and thoroughly rule over their
ienorant and too confiding fellow-beings—all these and many
other facts point most strongly, if not positively, to the conelu-
sion that Potamon, a great-souled, learned and benevolent
Gireek, was the true author of the religious systemi which, no
doubt greatly modificd and altered to suit the interests ot
ambitions and tyrannical priests, has conie down to us, as the
work of Jesus Christ.

But by far the most significant fact of all is the labored ettorts
of modern Christian seetaries and writers to show that Potu-
mon did not found his Ecleetie system ot religion until the
third century, and not at the very epoch at which it was said
Jesus Christ lived and taught, as Ruidas stated when he said
“ Potamon should have been contemporancous with the Fm-
peror Octavivs-Aungustus Tt is cqually signiticant that the
saine efforts have heen put forth to make it appear that Dioge-
nes Laertins did not live and write his biographical work ** On
the Lives and Doetrines of Ilustrious Philosophers’ untit
the third century or later; the latter having, as before men-
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tioned, said, in speaking of Potamon, ‘It is but a short time
since an Eclectic school was instituted by Potamon of Alexan-
dria, which chose from the doctrines among the different
seets,” The Christian plagiarists could not afford to have it
known that the author whose writings they were stealing,
lived at the very time when they pretended that their fictitious
man-god lived. It is amazing that so monstrous and manifest
a priestly fraud, as is the pretence that Jesus Christ was the
author of the contents of the New Testament should have re-
mained so long concealed. But for the fact that Potamon, the
Grecian sage and reformer, at last found the means, through a
poor, persecuted, and uneducated medium, to return after
nearly nineteen hundred years and assert his place in the history
of literature and learning, the great mysterious secret of the
real origin of the Christian religion would have remained with
the Catholic priesthood, the only Christian priesthood, in
existence. The Protestant clergy of the various dissenting
sects know nothing whatever of the religious system about
which they elaim to know so much and at the same time con-
fess tliey know so little. Question them about what they preach
for positive truth and they will tell you that it is all mystery—
mystery—mystery.

How far the religious doctrines and practices selected by
Potamon from all the prevailing religions of his day, have been
retained by his Christian plagiarists may never be fully known,
but that the latter have copied them largely seems very obvious.
Itisa conceded fact that The Gospels According to St. Matthew,
St. Mark, St.Luke and St. John, as well as the Acts of the
Apostles, are but modified versions of some older writing or
writings, the author or authors of whieh had been most unac-
countably concealed. It has not been pretended that Jesus
Christ ever wrote a line of the contents of the New Testament,
nor ean it be seriously pretended that such a founder of a new
religion lived at the time the Christian writers assign as the
epoch of his earthly career ; if it be once established that Diog-
enes Laertius lived and wrote during the reign of the Emperor
Augustug, as we are ready to show was the fact against the
world.

M. Aube has fully testified to the unprejudiced nianner in
which Diogenes has presented the doctrinal tenets and creeds
of the prevailing religious seets of that early age, and there
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cannot be a doubt that had any such founder of a religion, such
as Jesus is represented to have heen, lived and taught the doe-
trincs attributed to him, Diogenes Laertius would have inelu-
ded him in his biographieal list of illustrious philosophers,
Even Suidas, the Greek lexicographer, who stated that
Diogenes Laertius, “should have been contemporancous with
the Emperor Octavius-Augustus,” has shared the same fate as
befel Potamon and Diogenes, at the hands of the Christian
priesthood who, prior to the discovery of the art of printing,
for fourteen hundred years monopolized the learning of the
world.  Some Christian authors have sought to make it appear
that no such person as Suidas lived and that the name was
assumed by the author of the writings bearing his name ; others
have sought to show that he lived and wrote as late as the
fourth century, in order to remove him as far as possible from
the time in whieh he actually wrote ; but there can be little
doubt that Suidas lived and wrote in or near the reign of
Augustus, but where he lived seems not to be known.  Giraldi,
the Italian poet and arehieologist, writing of Suidas, in the
sixteenth century, says that it was under the reign of Augustus
that he lived. Judging from the obscurity thrown over his
history by Christian writers generally, we conclude that Giraldi
was correct ; he deriving his knowledge upon the subject from
suflicient data in the Vatican, at Rome, where Leo X, allowed
him to reside while visiting Rome with his pupil, Hercules,
son of Count Rangone, afterwards known as Cardinal Rangone.
For some reason, sufficient to his papal masters, Adrian VI,
and Clement VII, he never acequired a higher position than
Apostolie Prothonotary.  We infer that Giraldiin his archweo-
logical researches, had learned too much concerning the true
origin of the Christian religion and hence he was neglected and
persceuted. The <imple fact that he had discovered that
Potamon, Diogenes Laertins and Suidas, were contemporane-
ous authors, under the reign of Augustus at the time Jesus
Christ was falsely alleged to have lived, was enough to have
cost him his life, and no doubt it would have done so, only for
his intluence with the people in the priest-ridden age and
conntry. In view, therefore; of the eircumstances that we have
harrertedly thrown together in the great pressure of our general
editorial Inbors, all tending <o strongly to corroborate the state-
ntents ol the foregoing spivit connnuieation, we conchude that
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the communication is authentically from the spirit of the
founder of the Ecleetie school of Alexandria, that he lived at
the preeise time when Jesus Christ is said to have lived, and
that he attempted the greatest and noblest religious reformation
that is known in the past history of the world. That Diogenes
Laertius and Suidas, contemporaneous writers of that day,
should have noticed Potamon as the founder of a grandly
beneficent school of religious reformers, and that they should
have made 1o mention of Jesus Christ, as engaged in such a
work, at the only period when it is pretended he was so en-
gaged, puts an end forever to the misrepresentation that the
teachings and ineuleations of the New Testament were the
work of any such human or divine being as Jesus.

Every rational person might have known that the writings
of the New Testament, were the work of a man or a school of
men who sought to blend such portions of the preceding creeds,
doctrines, eeremonies, practices, and religious formulas into a
single religion, that would serve to harmonize and unite man-
kind in one common effort to advanee the welfare of all. No
person can attentively read the New Testament writings, and
not perceive the faet that there is hardly a paragraph of them
which does not contain very clear evidence that it is buta
slightly modified reproduction of some tenet or doctrine of
some one or niore of the various religious systems prevailing at
the time of their production, or that prevailed in the reign of
Augustus, when Potamon lived and founded the Eclectie
school of religious instruction, The religious systems of China,
India, Persia, Egypt, Grecce, Rome, Palestine, and even the
Druidical system of Northern and Western Iurope, were
largely drawn from to make up the Ecleetic system of
religion founded by Potamon ; a religion whieh for a period of
more than a hundred ycars after he died in exile, was sup-
pressed, and then revived as being of divine origin, and attrib-
uted to ““Ies,” the Pheenician name of the god Bacchus or the
Sun personified ; the etymologieal meaning of that title being,
41”7 the one and “‘es’” the fire or light; or taken as one word
“ies” the one light. This is none other than the light of St.
John's gospel ; and this name is to be found everywhere on
Christian altars, both Protestant and Catholie, thus clearly
showing that the Christian religion is but a moedifieation of the
Oriental Sun  Worship, attributed to Zoroaster. 'The same
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letters T H S, which are in the Greek text, are read by Christ-
ians “Jes,” and the Roman Christian priesthood added the
terminus “us,”’ making the name of the fietitious author of the
Eeleetie system of Potamon, “Jesus,”  This was a tub thrown
to the Parsee whale by the sueeessors of Potamon. To that
name the latter added the name of the Hindoo deity Christau,
thug, as the representative of the new system, making not
Potamon its founder, but Jesus Christ, the eompound deified
myth of the Orientals and Hindoos, the nominal head of the
church.

In view of what we have here submitted for the unprejudiced
consideration of our readers on a topic of transcendent import-
ance, if truth is ever to attain to its proper place in the estima-
tion of mankind, we claim to have taken a position in relation
to the true origin and nature of the so-called Christian system
of religion that cannot be shaken, and in order to test its value
we challenge the Christian world to show that we are in error,
inour elaim that Potamon and his followers were the founders
of the so-called Cthristian religion, and not Jesus Christ, as they
claim. We ask our readers to invite the attention of the Christ-
ian ministry, everywhere, to this fact and require of them in
the eause of truth to explain, or like men acknowledge that the
religion they are teaching is false.

We will add in conneetion with what we have previously
otlered bearing upon the history of the great religious reformer
Potamon, that we have given such references to him as have
come down to us, or rather such referenees to him as the Ro-
man Catholie priesthood have permitted to reach the publie,
Whether there is not in the Vatican library at Rome, among
the seeret archives of the Pontiticial ehurch, much fuller
information in relation to this remarkable man, we may never
know. Knough, however, has been diselosed to show that
PPotamon attempted to formulate a religious systent by taking
the hest portions of the various religious systems of his time,
and hlending them so as to make a system that would be
adapted to take the place of all other religious systems,

We remarked that we were impresscd by the fact that while
Diozenes Lacrtins, in the introduction to his inestimable work,
“The Lives and Opinions of THustrious Philosophers,)”” men-
tions Potanmon, nud makesa ceneral statement of his views and

teachines in the introduction to his work, vet he does not pre-
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tend to notice hinm in the body of his work. We inferred that
Diogenes, had said so little concerning the teachings of Pota-
mon as is preserved, from fear of consequences personal to
himself, Potamon, having, as he says in his communieation,
been banished on account of his attempt to found a new and
more perfect system of religion. On further investigation, we
conclude that Diogenes Laertius did set forth the personal
history and opinions of Potamon, ashe did the personal history
and opinions of all the other celebrated philosophers of his time.
In his work over eighty illustrious philosophers are treated of
by Diogenes Laertius, all of them anterior to Potamon, and yet
not one word in the body of the work in relation to this the
greatest and most modern of them all.  The fact that Diogenes
makes especial mention of him in the introduction to his work,
as the founder of a new sect, that seleeted its doctrines from all
the other sects, and the great end of which was to develop a
perfect and pure life, shows how far Potamon was hefore all the
other philosophers of Greece. His school was established at
Alexandria only a short time before Diogenes wrote, and yet
Potamon is not so much as mentioned in the list of philoso-
phers; whose teachings he sought to embody in his work.

It will not do to say that Diogenes either intentionally or
inadvertently omitted to give thelife and opinions of Potamon.
The probabilities are so strong as almost to amount to a cer-
tainty, that Diogenes did give a history more or less in detail
of Potamon and his teachings. That this history of Potamon
iz not in the biographiecal work of Diogenes as it has come down
to us, renders it most certain that it has been suppressed by
those into whose hands that work afterwards fell. Who were
the persons into whose hands the work of Diogenes fell ?
Most eertainly they were the Christian priesthood, into -
whose hands the whole literary treasures of ancient
times fell after the banishment and condenination of
Potamon. Then, it was the Christian priesthood who for some
purpose suppressed that portion of the writings of Diogenes
Laertius relating to Potamon.  As in the order of arrangement
adopted by Diogenes, in the preface to his work, he would have
sketched the history of Potamon and his opinions last, it was
an casy thing to eliminate that portion without in any way
interfering with the biographies that preceded the biography of
Potamon. Not so with the brief alluxion in the preface to
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Potamon and his teachings. Tt would be impossible to erase or
remove it without showing that for some reason a part of the
preface had been destroyed, and henee that precious remmnant
of the teachings of Potamon has been allowed to eome down to
us. These priestly foes to truth naturally thought that in those
few lines of that preface, no one would ever perceive their rela-
tion to the origin of the Christian religion, and hence it did not
share the fate of the biography itself. But for the return of the
spirit of Potamon, his deelaring what he attempted to do, and
hix ostracisimn and banishment, therefor, through the influcnce
of the rival religious sects, the wonderful significance of that
reference by Diogenes to Potamon would have continued to
eseape public observation. In the light of his spirit communi-
cation its true significance is rendered plain.

What was there in the writings of Potamon that was so
obnoxious to his religious and philosophieal contemporaries;;
and to those who have sinee sought to destroy every vestige of
the religious system he founded in Alexandria in the reign of
Augustus?  Can there be a doubt but that he sought to blend
with the metaphysical theories of Greeee and Rome, the ethieal
and theologieal systems of the other peoples of his age, and
thus establish a new system that should contain and cfleet all
of good that could be derived from each and all of them 2 This
was the part of true wisdom, and shows that Potamon was as
far before the philosophers and priests of his time, as he was
before the Christian plagiarists who appropriated his labors
uncredited, in all that can give lustre to & human life.

As before said, we may never know exactly what Potaimon
taught, but when we consider the care with which the Christ-
inn priesthood have sought to conceal the fact that Potamon
lived and taught at the very time when, it is =aid, the man-god
Jesus Hved and taught, we may naturally infer that the teach-
ings and doctrines of Potamon were the sanie, or nearly the
same, 1s those whieh they have attributed falsely to Jesus. To
cive the weight of divine authority to these doctrines, it was
indispensable to destroy as far as possible all trace of their
human origin, and henee =o little has come down to usin the
e of the trne anthor of those doctrines, the founder of the
lieleetie system of religion,

{1t has been the boast of Christian writers that there never
wis <o perfect areligions systenn established upon the earth as
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the Christian religion, and yet there is not a tenet, dogma,
doetrine, ceremony, form or prayer, fast or feast, title of deity,
form of chureh government, official rank or religious observance
of any Kind, that is not identical with some prototype to be
found in one or more of the miore ancient religious systems.
That being so, the originator of that religion was an Eclectie,
whether Potamon or Jesus; and as both must have lived at or
about the same time, if the latter lived at all, and as Potamon
is by all authorities conceded to be the founder of Eeleecticism
in religion, and as Jesus is not so much as mentioned by any
one as having been a teacher of Iiclecticism, it becomes more
than a reasonable certainty that Potamon, and not Jesus, was
the founder of what has been called or miscalled Christianity.

We have found access to information that we feel confident
will show beyond all question that no such person, man, or
God, as Jesus Christ, had anything to do with establishing the
religion that has been taught in that name. We have at our
command many incidental facts, all tending to show that the
Christian religion is solely of human origin, and has nothing
especially divine connected with it.

For more than a hundred years there was little or no trace
left of the teachings of Potamon or of the Eclectic system of
religion which he founded. About that time the books com-
prised in the New Testament, so-called, were brought to light,
and were entitled the “Gospels According to St. Mathew, St.
Mark, St. Luke, St. John, and The Acts of the Apostles,”” ete.
Why they were so designated, and by whom they were so
designated, no one knows, or if they did know, none have told
us. Those titles show very plainly that they are not the GGospel
(or God-spell) according to Jesus Christ.  If they had been the
latter, the Christian priesthood would not have hesitated to
say so. We have just as mueh right to infer that those writings
were different versions of the teachings of Jesus; and we have
vastly more reason to think so, in view of the faets we have
stated and those which we intend to adduece in detail in the
course of this investigation.

The first follower of the teachings of Potamon who avowed
his conversion to the Eclectie religion was Anmmonius Saccas,
of whom too little was known, or at least too little of whose
teachings have been permitted to come down to us.  Of {his
great teacher the Biographie Universelle says:
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“Ammonius Saccus, thus called beeause, it is said, he was a
sack or bag bearer in his youth. He was a native of Alexandria
and lived toward the end of the second century. His parents
were poor and Christians ; they raised him in their religion.
Disgusted with his wearing ealling, he left it to give himself up
to the study of Philosophy, in which it is believed he had
Pantienus as his master.  After some years he opened a sehool
and drew around him a great number of diseiples of whomn the
most celebrated were Herrenius, Origen and Plotinus.  This
school is ordinarily regarded as the first of the Ecleetic philos-
ophy. This opinion, nevertheless, needs rectification.  Kelec-
ticism is the doctrine of those who, without embracing any
particular system, take from each system that which is most
conformable to truth, and of these various selections arranging
a new system as a whole. It was in this manner that Potamon
proceeded. But it is impossible to give the name of Eclecticisin
to the philosophy [why not religion?] of Ammonius, a mon-
strous and singular colleetion of the most contradictory opin-
ions.  Indeed, not content with having amalgamated without
arrangement the fundamental systems of the ditferent Greek
seets, KEpieureanism excepted, he fell into the same confusion
relative to religious prineiples; so that the ehaos of his doe-
trines embraced alike philosophie opinions and saered dogmas,
He ought then to be rezarded rather as the founder of Theoso-
phy or the IMluminated. Ammonius never wrote anything,.
He eonfided his prineiples only to asmall number of diseiples
and under the veil of mystery.  Meantime, some historians
make him the author of an ‘Evangelieal Concordance,” which
is found in the seventh volume of ‘Bibliotheque de Peres,” and
that others attributed with better reason to a bishop Ammo-
nius.”’

The Encyclopredia Britanniea says of Ammonius :

SAmmonins, surnamed Saceas or ‘Sack Carrier,” from the
fuet of his having been obliged in the early part of his life to
gain hix livelihood by acting as a porter in the market, tived at
Alexandria during the second century A, D, and died there
241 AL DL Very littte is known of the events of his life,  He is
=nid by Porphyry to have been born of Christian parents; and
to have betonged originally to their faith from which he after-
wards apostatized.  Fusebins (Chureh History, vi, 19,) denies
thix apostacy, and affirms that Ammonius continued a Christ-
ian to the cud of his life. 1t is elear, however, that Isuschius
is referring te another Ammonius; a Christian, who lived in
Alexandria during the third century.  Ammnonius, after long
study and meditation, opened a sehool for philosophy at Aldex-
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andria. Among his pupils were Herennius, the two Origens,
Longinus, and, most distinguished of all, Plotinus, who in his
search for true wisdom found himself irresistibly attracted by
Ammonius, remained his close companion for eleven years,
and in all his later philosophy professed to be the mere expo-
nent of his great master. Ammonius himself designedly wrote
nothing, and the doetrines taught in his school were, at least
during his life, kept secret, after the fashion of the old Pythago-
rean philosophy. Thus while all the later developnients of
Neo-Platonism are in a general way referred to him as their
originator, little is known of hLis special tenets. From the
notices of Hierocles, a scholar of Plutarch, in the early part of
the fifth eentury A. D., preserved in Photius, we learn that his
fundamental doctrine was an celeeticism or union of Plato and
Aristotle.  He attempted to show that a system of philosophy,
common to bothh and higher than their speeial views, was
contained in theirwritings. He thus, according to his admirers,
put an end to the interminable disputes of the rival schools.
What other elements Ammonius included in his Eclectic sys-
tem, and in particular how he stood related to the Jewish and
Christian theosophies are points on which no information ean
be procured. JFew direct references to him exist, and these are
not of unquestionable authority. He undoubtedly originated
the Neo-Platonic movement, but it eannot be determined to
what extent that philosoply, as known to us, through Plotinus
and Proclus, represents his ideas. KEusebius mentions some
Christian works by Ammonius. As Porphyry expressly tells
us that Ammonius, the philosopher, wrote nothing, Itusebius
must be referring to the later Christian of the same name. To
this later Ammonius belongs the ‘Diatesaron, or Harmony of
the Four Gospels,” sometimes aseribed to the philosopher.”

We here see another attempt, on the part of a Christian
writer, to get rid of all trace of the teachings of Potamon and
to prevent the disecovery of the great sceret of the Roman
Catholic priesthood that Potamon and not Jesus was the
founder of the Christian religion. Both of the writers eited,
concede that Ammonius Saccas was reared a Christian by his
parents.  The English writer quotes Porphyry to show that
Anmonius apostatized, but admits that Eusebius in his
“ (Chureh History ' denied this apostacy and affirms that Am-
monius eontinued to live a Christian to the end of his life. It
is true he attempts to get rid of that testimony of the most
cerudite and thoroughly informed Christian Fathier by saying:
“ It is elear, however, that Kusebius is referring to another
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Ammonius, a Christian, who lived in Alexandria during the
third century.” We are not, however, told by this very astute
writer that there was any reason to believe that the Ammonius
whom Porphyry alleged apostatized from the Christian faith
was the Christian Ammonius of the third century ; nor has he
pretended that the latter Ammonius was ever charged by
Porphyry with having apostatized from the Christian faith.
There can, therefore, be little or no doubt that Eusebius referred
to Ammonius Saccas when he claimed that he continued a
Chiristian to the end of his life. Now, it being a fact, according
to Flusebius, that Ammonius Saceas was a Christian, and that
the Christian doctrines which he taught were kept sceret while
he lived, it becomes a matter of the deepest interest to know
what those Christian teaehings were which Ammonius kept
secret.  This English writer does not pretend that those secret
Christian teachings were, what afterwards beeame known as
the doctrines of the Neo-Platonists, It is true that the French
writer above quoted says that the secret doctrines of the Eeleetic
sehool of religionists founded by Potamon, as the inception of
what afterwards beeame Christianity were not the doetrines of
<electicism y but we will show before we close this treatise,
that Ammonius Saccas was a follower of the Eclectie system of
religion founded by Potamon at the very period when the
Chiristian religion is universally admitted to have originated.

We have again, in the case of AmmoniusSaceas, the evidenee
that his contemporaries sought to befog his history and teach-
ings. Thanks to his followers, Herrenius, Origen and Plotinus,
this attempt at Christian coneeahment wuas less sueeessful than
in the ease of Potamon.

There ean be but little room for question, in view of all the
facts which have heen and whieh will yet be adduced, that the
teachings of Ammonius were only kept sceret beeanse of the
certain destruction that wonld have awaited him hadd he pub-
liely disclosed the fact that Christianity was not of divine origin,
and that human spirits held direet communion with mortals,
Those scerets are as caretully guarded to-day, by the Christian
priesthood, as they were by Anunonius Saceas in the third
century. Finding that they can no longer resist the light which
Modern Spivitnalism is throwing into the dark ehambers of
mystery in which God's living truths have been buried by
impious priestly eraft, these sanetimonious swindlers ery out,

*
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“JIt is the Devil—it's the Devil’s work—have nothing to do
with it.”” 'We answer them and say, *‘ It has been the Devil’s
work that these most important truths have been so long eon-
cealed.” It will yet prove that the proseribed Potamon and
his followers, have been the saviours of their fellow-men, and
not the cowled deecivers of their race, who have stolen the
garments of sanctity, the more effectually to accomplish the
enslavement of the people.

VESPASIAN.

Tenth Roman Emperor.

“T GRrREET You, SIR :—I might as well introduce myself be-
fore I proceed to give my communication. I am sent here by
Apollonius of Tyana, and my name was Vespasian. I com-
manded the forees at the taking of Jerusalem. I was afterwards
an emperor. Antongst the Jews, at that time, there was no
account of such a person as Jesus of Nazareth. But there were
several Jesuses commanding the mutineers; yet neither Greek,
Roman nor Jew knew aught of what is now known as the
Christian Saviour. There was there, Apollonius, who was what
you would certainly term, at the present day, a great medinm.
By laying his hands upon a roll, upon which nothing whatever
was written, communiecations would come from the spirits of
our ancestors. In that way this man was of immense benefit
to me in the reduction of Jerusalem. He was deified after his
death., His features and hair resembled very much the statues
of the God Jupiter. He was looked upon in our camip as the
reincarnation of the God Apollo. By reinearnation, I do not
mean it in the sense in which you understand it to-day, but
that he was a god in flesh. The real truth of the whole afihir
was, that this man was a mediun, and all his teachings were
identieal with those in the God-book of the Christians. He
rebuked fevers and diseases, and they left those afflicted with
them. Our idea of disease was, that they were the result of
denronology—that is, that they were produced by spirits that
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were only elementary. But this idea was incorrect, for since T
beeame a spirit, I have failed to find such elementary spirits.
But I have found diseased spirits, who are attracted to mortals
by their diseases, and they make sick, and help to kill those
they obtain control of.  Another thing T eannot understand ix,
that with all my endeavors to get possession of the old hooks of
the Jews, I did not succeed in getting one ; for the Jews de-
stroyed them rather than that they should be deseerated by
heathens.  Now, how Christians can claim that they have
copies of the ancient Hebrew prophets) when T could not abtain
one, I ecannot understand. Thisissomething I leave the present
Christians and Jews to explain ; beeause 1 searched their dead,
their houses, their captives, but could obtain nothing of them
except the acknowledgment that the Jews had sueh books, and
none of them were allowed to fall into Roman handz. My main
purpose in giving Josephus his life was, to get through him
those books; but I failed even in that ease. The reason why
Josephus never mentioned this Apollonius was, because the
Jews, and especially the Pharisees, would have nothing to do
with o heathen prophet or philosopher.  Im fact the Jews were
the lowest heathens of my time on carth.  They worshipped
everything they felt like worshipping. They had no especial
code or system of lanws,  The nmn that succeeded in gaining
the most followers governed everything for the time; and that
was the reason we Romans were so severe with them. It they
catught a Roman soldier by himself, they would cut his thront
with as little hesitation as they would kill a dog. You will
reccive further particulars from Felix; proenrator of Jdudea,
He says he wants to give his solemn spivit testimony that he
never heard of one St. Paul, who, it is said, pleaded his cause
before him, 1 thank you tor giving nwe this hearing.”’

We refer to the Penny Cyelopiedia for account of Vespasian.

Such was the emperor who testities as aspirit that Apollonius
of Tyana was with him at the siege of Jerusatem, and acted as
his medium for comnimnieation with the spirits of his ancestors,
Asshown in our remarks upon Apollonius, both Vespasian and
Titus admitted in letters to Apollonius that they were under
the greatest obligation to hiim for services rendered to then as
an oracle or medium.  The testimony of this spirit that there
was nothing known at Jerusalem, at the time of its eapture by
the Romans, of any such person ax the Christian Saviour, is
most important as cmnulative evidencee that no such person
lived at the time elaimed as the period of his alleged carthly
teaching,  That Apollonius was looked upon in the Roman
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camp as the reincarnation of the God Apollo or as an inearna-
ted God, and the fact that he was a medium whose teachings
were identieal with the Christian Scriptures, affords the strong-
est evidence that Apollonius was the real origin of the Christian
Saviour. His rebuking fevers and diseases, and driving them
fromr the sick, was but the healing proecess so sueceessfully
practiced to-day by healing miediums. The suggestion or
statement that spirits are sometimes diseased and that they are
attracted to mortals, imparting to them disease and sometinies
causing death, is a startling fact that seems to be largely borne
out by observed events. Ispecially is this the case with epilepsy,
as we have had nimch reason to know. Who knows how the
books of the Jewish scriptures eame into the hands of the
Christian priesthood? Nothing of them was known to the
most learned of the Greeks and Romans as late as the time of
Vespasian. That Apollonius had much to do with saving the
life of Josephus there is little doubt from what Vespasian says;
for it was the work of Apollonius’s whole life to master the re-
ligions and mysteries of every people then known to civilization.
He undoubtedly used all his influence with Vespasian to save
Josephus in the hope that he would learn the secrets of the
Jewish religion through him. Vespasian states that he spared
Josephus on that aceount. This whole ecommunieation of
Vespasian is singularly confirmatory of the eommunication of
Apollonius.  Thus facts accumulate, all pointing to the one
resnlt that there is nothing original in connection with the
Christian religion.
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HERODES RAGRIPPI II.
King of Judea.

T WILL SALUTE YOU, SIR, BY SAYING :—Those who would
obstruet these conununications confiri the saying, ‘Fools rush
in where Angels fear to tread.” T was born into the mortal life
about A. D. 380, and departed to the spirit life about A. D. 85. I
lived at the time of the great triumphs and renowned career
of Apollonius of Tyana, a man and a medium who, (if people
must have a God and a Saviour) ought to be the leading ehar-
acter in that direction, to-day. I most positively assert, that
under the name of Paulinus or Polionos, Apollonius was
brought before me for disturbing the peaee ot the eountry ; but
nothing could be proven against him, except that he knew
more about the Jewish religion than my own people did. In
those days, the Jews gladly killed any Gentile who knew more
of their religion, and who could expound it better than their
learned Rabbies. As I could find no harm in the man exeept
what I have stated, be was discharged. He was brought before
me a sceond time about the time of thie downfall of the Jewish
state, whieh was about A. D. 67 or 63, when he was again
charged with disturbing the eountry, by advancing ideas that
were derogatory to the Jewish Jehovah.,  But again his aceu-
sers failed to prove their point.  Apollonius was, in fact, a
diseiple and initiated member of the school of Gamaliel, and o
well did he argue with his accusers, that they failed in all their
attempts to prove anything against him. That Apollonius
was the St. Panl of the present Christian religion is plainly
proven, by reading the various epistles attributed to him.
Those epistles will show to any eandid inquirer or thinker,
that Paul was not a Jew. Iverything therein goes to show
that he must have been a person well versed in Greek, and just
sueh a writer and thinker a8 was the great Cappadoeian sage,
Apollonins of Tyvana. The last time, during my mortal earecr,
that T met Apollonius, was in the eamp of Titus, before Jeru-
salem, about A, D. 70, where T saw sueh spiritnal manifesta-
tions occeurring througly his mediumship, or in his presence, as
Josephus relates as having oecurred through Eleazer the Jew.
Josephns was in the enmp of Titus at that time,  Those mani-
festations were shmilar to the various phenomenn now well
known to be produced by spirits through mediums, and were
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such as to incite Vespasian and Titus to greater endeavors to
overthrow the Jewish state. I have further to say, that there
was no Jewish history or book, written in my time, that could
prove my people to have a history extending over five hundred
years before my time. The sacred writings all took their pres-
ent shape in the days of Ezra the scribe. This communieation
is not from a ‘Jew of the Jews,’” but is from one who despised
them because they would never submit to be properly ruled,
and were always in a state of anarchy. They were bigoted on
all points, and it was their bigotry that destroyed them as a
nation. My name was Agrippa Herodes the Younger. I was
king of Judea.”

For account of Agrippa Herodes IT, we refer to Smith'’s
Greek and Roman Biography.

If the communiecation of Herodes Agrippa the Younger is
authentic and true, then have we positive proof that Apollo-
nius of Tyana was the St. Paul, or the Apostle Paul, of the so-
ealled Christian Seriptures, and the true nature of the so-called
New Testament is clearly and certainly known. We do not
believe that any untruthful spirit, however bent on dececiving,
could invent a story so consistent with so many and widely

-ariant historical facts. We therefore conclude that the whole
communication came from the controlling spirit intelligence of
him who was known as Agrippa Herodes I1. The only other
question that remains to be determined, is the substantial
truthfulness of the communication.

That Agrippa lived, as he says, during the great triumphs
and renowned career of Apollonius of Tyana, is very certain ;
and, that he was thoroughly acquainted with the distinguished
reformatory labors of Apollonius, is equally certain. Therefore,
when, as a spirit, he comes back and testifies that Apollonius
under the name of Paulinus or Polionos was twice brought
before him on the comiplaint of theJews, and was twice acquit-
ted by him, he states what we have every just reason to believe
was the fact.  Agrippa was king from A. D. 48 until the eon-
quest of Jerusalem, and the dispersion of the Jews, A, D. 70. Tt
was during that time that Apollonius was brought before him,
as he states. The complaint, in the first instance, was, that he
was disturbing the peace of the country, which disturbance
arose from his showing the people that he knew more about
the Jewish religion than the Jewish priests knew themselves.,
As that was no effence under thelaw, Agrippa discharged him.



84 ANTIQUITY UNVEILED.

The charge in the sceond instance was that Apollonius was
disturbing the country by advancing ideas that were deroga-
tory to the Jewixh Jehovalh,  But, on this charge too, Lie was
acquitted. Why ? Because as the spirit tells us, he, Apolonius,
was a disciple of the great Jewish philosopher Gamaliel, and
an initiate of his school, and was thus enabled to confound
and defeat his Jewish aceusers. This was; as the spirit states,
about A.D. 67 or 68, At that time Apollonius must have been in
his sixty-fifth or «ixty-sixth year.

The spirit states that Apollonius was undoubtedly the St.
Paul of the present Christian religion, and ealls attention to
the fact that the epistles attributed to the latter, were the work
of a person thoroughly conversant with the Greek langnage
and literature, and not of a Jew at all.  This is undoubtedly
the fact, and beeause it is the faet, Christian writers have
Iabored so hard to break the force of it. Now in order to show
our readers the poxitive identity of the Christian S8t Paul and
Apollenius the Cappadeeian sage and Saviour, 2 he was ealled
by his followers, we refer our readers to the account of the trial
of the apostle Paul before Agrippa. Aets xxiv, XXV, XXVi.

As to the version of the trial of Apollonius before king
Agrippa, as set forth in the Acts of the Apostles, by what per-
son, or when written, the writer did not dare to diselose. It
is o well known fact that this fietitious book was not written
until after all the other books of the New Festament, as it is
called, were written ; and that it was written 1o explain the
connection between the so-called Christinn Gospels and the
Pauline Epistles.  Everything about that account of the aceu-
sation of Paul by the Jews) his defenee, and of his being sent
to Rome, shows that it was n concocted atluir, to get away fram
the fact that it was Apolloniux of Tyana, who ereated such an
exeitement nmong the Jews; and who was the real author of
the Pauline Epistles. This trial, about which Christinns make
such an ado, is no where mentioned in Josephus's histories,
which shows one of two things; cither that it was considered
by Josephus ax a matter of too tittle account to be worthy of
mention, or the mention of it has been destroyed. That neither
Apollonits nor Paul, who are said to have tigured so proni-
nently nt that epoch, should be mientioned by Josephus or any
writer of that time, in any conneetion whatever, wonld show
that there was some great reason for this studied silenee,
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Apollonius was certainly in Judea while the Jewish war was
in progress, and there made the acquaintance of Vespasian
whose prophet and scer he became. Tt was just before the
breaking out of the war, that the trial before Agrippa took
Place, most probably not in A. D. 60, as has been supposed, but
in A. D. 67 or 68, as the spirit states. It was no doubt this
accusation of Apollonius before Agrippa, and his discharge,
that constitutes the whole ground work of the fabulous account
of the same occurrence in the Acts of the Apostles: It was
most natural that a Greek, such as Apollonius was, who was a
remarkable medium, and who created an uproar wherever e
went, on account of the wonderful spirit manifestations which
took place through him or in his presence, should have aroused
the deadly enmity of the Jewish priests; but it was most un-
natural that any Jew, and especially any Pharisee, should
have caused such a commotion, and caused so long a detention
in custody, as more than two years. Besides, the writer of
Aects, inadvertently no doubt, says, that one of the charges
brought against the accused by the Jews, was that he was ‘¢
ringleader of the seet of the Nazarenes.” This charge eould
apply to no Jew of the seet of the Pharisces, as it is claimed
that Paul was. It did, however, apply especially to Apollonius
who was one of those persons whom the Jews, in derision,
called Nazarites, who, about that time, assumed the designa-
tion of Essenes. Besides, it is very certain that Apollonius as
a Nazarite or Essene, believed in the resurrcetion of the dead.

Tudeed, however eritieally the statement of the spirit of
Agrippa is compared with the account of this oecurrence in
Acts, the fact will become the more elear that Apollonius, and
not the Christian St. Paul, was the individual to which the
account in Acts relates. The «pirit then tells us that the last
tiniec he met Apollonius was in the camp of Titus, before Jeru-
salem, about A. D. 70, where he saw such spiritual manifesta-
tions take plaee in his presence as Josephus relates as having
occurred through FEleazer the Jew. The part of Josephus's
writings referred to by the spirit, is to be found in the Antiqui-
ties of the Jews, Book viii.,chap. ii, Seetion 5.

What the spirit of Agrippa says as to the antiquity of the
sacred books of the Jews is certainly substantially correet.
Whether none of them were earlier than ISzra the Seribe, we
do not know, and have no time to ascertain. Wa have only
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time and spacce to give the following facts coneerning Ezra the
seribe. We quote from MeClintock and Strong’s Ency clopedia
of Theological Literature, article Ezra :

“ Idzra, the celebrated Jewish seribe and priest, who, in the
year B, €L 459, led the second expedition of the Jews huck trom
the Babylonian exile into Palestine, and the author of one of
the canonieal books of Scripture. * % All that is really
known of Ezra is contained in the last four chapters of the
Book of Ezra and Neb. viii and xii, 26.  In addition to the
information there given, that he was a ‘scribe,’ a ‘ready scribe
of the law of Moses,” o ‘seribe of the words of the comnmand-
ments of the Lord and of his statutes to Isracl)’ ‘a seribe of the
law of God in heaven,” and ‘a priest,” we are told by Josephus
that he was a high priest of the Jews who were left in Babylon,
that he was particularly conversant with the law of Moses, and
was held in universal esteem on account of his righteousness
and virtue.”

These historieal facts, if they are facts, would point to Ezra
and his time for the establishment of the Jewish eanons, which
were no doubt largely derived from the Chaldean annals.
Whatever Jewish literature existed before that period mnst
have amounted to very little. What Deva Bodhisatoua did for
the Buddhist religion, and Pamphilusand Eusebius of Ciesarea
for the Christian religion, it would scem Ezra did for the Jew-
ish religion. In closing we do not hesitate to say that we
regard Agrippa’s communication as true, and that it proves
beyond all question that Apollonius of Tyana was the St. Paul
of the so-called New Testament,
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PLINY THE YOUNGER.

“Srr :—Time is nothing to a spirit. We never grow old;
but we are cramped by our mortal conditions. I was
appointed to the position of consul or procurator of Bythinia
and DPontus about the last part of the first century of
the Christian era, by Trajan of Rome ; and as I amn an inmiport-
ant witness in the settlement of the dispute concerning the
reality of Jesus Chirist, I come here to-day, by the invitation of
a Persian sage, Aronamar. [The latter is the controlling guide
of the medium.] One of the greatest proofs that the Christians
bring forward to establish the historical existence of Jesus, is
my letter to Trajan. I did write such a letter but the name
Christian was not to be found in it. That word is a forgery.
The word I used was Essenes not Christians. The cause of my
inquiry into the nature and customs of the sect calling them-
selves Essenes was, they were what you moderns call Commu-
nists, and Trajan wanted to know whether they interfered with
the rights of other people. I found them a very quiet and
inoffensive elass of people, holding everything in common;
and T so reported to the Emperor. T had no knowledge what-
ever of the so-called Christian religion. I do not come here in
malice to give this communiecation, but I do come because I
wish to testify to the truth. As T hope for future happiness I
affirm that what I have stated here is the positive and absolute
truth. Thavefulfilled my mission. Sign me Pliny the Younger.”

If that communication is genuine, then the disputed points
as to the letter of Pliny to Trajan are clearly explained and set
at rest. That it is genuine I confidently believe. The letter to
Trajan was by Pliny, but made no reference to a sect called
Christians, but to the sect of the Hssenes, from whom the
Christian priesthood borrowed much of what they claim was
divine and infallible truth. The Essenes were not Christians,
having existed as a sect long before the alleged birth of their
god-man.

Refer to Biographie Universelle for sketech of Pliny the
Younger. For letter refer to Biblieal, Theological and KEcele-
siastieal Eneyelopedia, of MeClintoek and Strong.

‘Who can read that letter attributed to Pliny, as set forth in
the above work, and believe that he, the friend and pro-consul
of the beneficent and gentle Trajan, ever wrote it.  IFrom



88 ANTIQUITY UNVEILED.

beginning to end it bears the marks of the pious errors of the
Christian priesthood, who sought to find or produce some
plausible historical evidenee that Jesushad an existence at some
time and in some place. But they have manifested greater
desperation of ever being able to produce such evidence, in
sceking to make Pliny a witness for them, than we supposed
possible.  These pretended Christians of Bythinia and Pontus,
Pliny is made to tell us, worshipped the image of Trajan and
the statues of the Gods and that the Temples of the pagan
Romans which had been aliost forsaken began to be more
frequented ; that the sacred pagan solemnities, after o long
interval, had revived ; that vietims for sacritice were bought up,
whereas for a tinie there were few purchasers.  What kind of
Christians were those ?

In the light of the above ecommunication of the spirit of Pliny
and the internal evidence of frand and forgery in the letter
attributed to Pliny, we may conelude beyond all doubt or ques-
tion that the letter was a pious fraud of a most unpardonable
character. It is no wonder that independent investigators of
Christian evidenees have regarded it as spurious.  Pliny says
he did write a letter to Trajan reporting the result of his inves-
tigation of the practices of a religious seet of communists calling
themselves Issenes, made at the request of the Roman Emperor
Trajan ; and that he found them a quiet, inoftensive people.
That thisx is certain the historical eharacter of the ssenes will
show.  And out of these few facts the spurious letter was man-
ufactured. Is there any limit to the baseness of the founders of
the Christian religion?  We have failed to reach it yet.

Applied to the mystico-asceties, the Essenes, the letter of
Pliny becomes most appropriate and intelligible, but as applied
to the Christian seet, wholly irrelevant and absurd.  But, in
the light of the explanation contained in the foregoing comumi-
nication, the true import of Pliny's letter beeomes elear; and
that ax late as the beginning of the second century, A Do no
stich person as Jesus Christ was known, and no sueh people as
Christians had ever been heard of. Thuos do facts pile up to
show the magnitude of the religious fraud that under the title
of Christianity has been neacticed upon the civilized world. In
view of such spiritual developments as the above, if it is asked,
O what use is Spiritaali=m 2 we in turn ask, © O what use
i~ truth @
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ORIGENES OR ORIGEN.
Claimed to have been a Christian Father.

¢ Q1R :—Many persons ask this question? Why do you and
the spirits coming through this medium keep constantly agita-
ting the question ‘did Jesus Christ really live?’ To those who
are free from this, or at least to many of them, it makes no
difference, but to the millions held in slavery to thissoul-killing
doctrine of redemption by his blood, this question is of vital
importance. Centuries of time have elapsed since I entered the
spirit life. T was reared a Pagan. T embraeed this doctrine in
niy mortal life, but realized the foolishness of all its teachings
before T entered spirit life. I regret that I ever wrote one sen-
tence toward fostering and upholding the so-called Christian
religion.  The misfortune has been this. The Christian priest-
hood have been eareful to preserve everything that I wrote in
favor of their religion, but they have been equally careful to
destroy all iny written denunciations of it, at least so far as they
possibly could. I was young when I first learned of Christian-
ity. It appealed to my ardent nature so strongly, that it
subjected my reason to a passion for religion, and cspecially
for that religion. Butas I matured in years, I became perfeetly
aware of the weak points of Christianity, and the more I studied
it, the weaker the fabriec beeame, and beeause I became an
Infidel to that foolish teaching, T was accused by my contem-
poraries of having relapsed into Paganism. By the great Divine,
I heartily wish I had never had anything to do with it. I am
called one of the Christian Fathers. T deny the statenient,
because I do not want to be understood as the father of any
religion.  All religions are founded upon untruths, and they
must and will all go down together. T here declare that
Christianity and so-called Paganism are identieal, for the one is
the outgrowth of the other. All the evidence I could colleet in
my mortal life about their so-ealled Jesus, convineed me that
1o such person ever lived, and turned me against the Christian
religion. I could find no evidence as to the existenee or place
of the birth of this Christ,  There was not a scrap of authentie
cevidence to he found as late as the year 180 of the Christian era,
that afforded any relinble information in relation to this so-
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called Jesus Christ.  The whole of the narratives in relation to
such a person, were derived from the Greek and Egyptian god-
makers I believed as a mortal, and as a spirit, I now know to
be the fact.  There never has been, and there never will be, 5o
far as I can learn as a spirit, any interference whatever between
God and man. But men and womnten have been interfered with
by spirits ; many of them with good purposes, but legions of
them the devils of the spirit life. It is these poisoned and
darkened human spirits that hang like a whip of scorpions o’er
the carth to lash mortals for the errors they have made, and
are still propagating. I have aequired a true knowledge of
these things as a spirit, therefore T affirm that T have made
this communication honestly, and have told the truth and
nothing but the truth as I hope for eternal happiness. I was
known when here as Origen.”

Refer to Smith's Dictionary of Greck and Roman Biography.

We think if our readers will carefully read the account of
Origen’s life by the light of the foregoing communieation from
the spirit of that great and learned man, they eannot fail to see
the vast importance of that spirit communieation. It makes
plain all disputed questions in relation to the views and eareer
of Origen.  The statement of Porphyry that he was reared a
Pagan, which can be found in the aecount of Origen given in
Smith’s Dictionary of Greek and Roman Biography, is posi-
tively attested by the spirit, and there can be no doubt of its
truth.  As he says at an early age he learned of Christianity,
and during his youth and earlier manhood was ardently
attached to that faith.  This change in religiouns convictions in
all probability continued until his visit to Greeee where he at-
tended the school of Ammonius Saecas, the follower of the
founder of Eclecticism, Potamon of Alexandria, after which
time he no doubt adopted the teachings of Annmonius, who was
himself a spiritual medinm, and addressed his hearers while
entranced, as do our modern mediums. From that time, no
doubt, dated the alicnation of Origen from the doctrines of
Christianity which were all shown to be untrue by the teachings
of spirits.  I'rom that time forward Origen was no more o
Christian than was Ammonius Saceas ; nlthough ranked among
the Fathersof Christianity.  For the Christian Chureh to elaim
Origen as one of its greatest lights is a desperate resouree, view
the miatter in any light we may ; but sieh was the paneity of
evidenee tor the first two hundred years of the Christian cra,
that the Christizn priesthood were glad to avail themselves of
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such writings of the exeommuniecated and heretieal Origen as
they eould turn to their aceount, while all the rest of the volum-.
inous writings of his mature life have been earefully destroyed
or conveniently lost. The eat is, however, effeetually let out of
the bag by the spirit of Origen himself, who says he lived for
many years an infidel to the Christian faith, and died so, after
satisfying himself by the most thorough researches that there
was no more truth in it than in Paganism, both being identi-
cally the same. His positive deeclaration that the writings
concerning Jesus Christ in his time were unauthentie and
untrue, ought to settle the question, espeeially when it is so
fully borne out by all that has come down to us coneerning the
truly learned and steadfast Origen. That Origen did not know
as much eoneerning the spirit life when on earth as we do
to-day, his communiecation plainly shows. Space will not
allow us to enlarge upon this subject. To do it justice would
require a volunie.

ELAVIUS JOSEPHUS.

Jewish Historian.

“T GREET YOU, SIR :—Centuries have rolled away since I
passed from my earthly labors. There are things in the spirit
life that are too deep for mortal eomprehension. Away in the
higher realms of spirit life there are prepared for you sueh
stores of spiritual manna as you cannot coneeive of, whiech will
be poured down upon you as soon as you open up the conditions
that will render this possible. The obstructions to this event,
is not so mueh in spirit life as among mortals. On account of
the density of your organism as compared with the spirit
organism, you have the atmosphere around so psyehologized
that it is wonderful that a refined spirit ean come to you at all.
To do so, for such a spirit, is like a strong swimmer almost
exhaunsted by bufteting a swift eurrent. For a sensitive and
refined spirit to foree itself back to earth, and manifest through
a medium is in every way more exhausting. [To this point the
control of the medium scemed imperfeet.] That is preliminary
to what T want to say to you at this time. DMy life was an
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eventful one. I lived at the time of the final overthrow of the
Jewish nation, whieli was foretold by our seers, elairvoyants
and trance mediums, I am here to-day, to testify in regard to
a question which is of vital importance to humanity, and to
untold millions of spirits also. It is in relation to the correet-
ness of the doctrine of salvation through a Saviour. It has
been elaimed by historians and writers, that I was an Ebionite
Christian. I positively deny the truth of that statement. 1
was a Jew of the seet of Pharisees, and at no time leaned toward
the Saddueees or to the doetrines of the Essenes. I lived to see
1y nation dispersed aund seattered. At the time when I wrote
my histories; there was no such man as Jesus of Nazareth—a
doer of wonderful works ; amd any person of ordinary compre-
hension, can see that the passage in which it is said I referred
historically to sueh a man, was frandulently interpolated by
some Christian copicer of my history. First, it interrupts the
narrative which I was writing at that time ; and in the seeond
place, Ialways gave all the faets that I could glean concerning
those persons of whom I wrote, and if so inportant a person,
as this Jesus has been represented to have been, had lived at
that time, I would have given a full deseription of him. There
were no Christians at the time of my retirement from public life,
in the year, 100, in the reign of Trajan.  Christianity was the
subsequent outgrowth of all the mystieal religious systems
previously existing.  1f any person will attentively examine
the tour Gospels; it will be found that all kinds of pagan wor-
ships are there expressed to the understanding of those who
were initinted into a knowledge of their true meaning, and the
final sceret of the whole afluir is to be found in the blue vault
of heaven, being none other than a modified Sabaism, the
worship of the Sun, Moon, Plancts and Stars, The Jews were
in many respects the same, and their idolatry eonsisted in
svibolizing the signs of the zodiac.  So general was this kind
of star worship at the outset of the so-called Christian move-
ment, that the founders of that religious system, at first, but
slichtly deviated from the older religious teachings, but as that
systen struck deeper, they sought to disguise by chicanery and
interpolation of new expressions in the writings of the older
authors, the nature of their religion, in order that the masses
should never know that important tact.  There is no priest nor
clergyman living to-day, who can deny what 1 have here set
forth, if they tell the trath. The only alternative for those who
still persist in this work of concealment is; whether they will
confess this truth betore mortals, or whether they will wait fo be
foreed to contess it before the innmortal spivits. 1t is only 2
aquestion of tinge, Mo wll these so-catled spivitual Teaders T will
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say, you will have to return to the only religion ever given by
God to man, and that is direct communion with the spirit
world pure and uneontaminated with pride and selfishuess,
This is the Christ—this is the Messiah-—this is the light—that
is tosaveall men. Yours for the perpetuation of truth, Josephus.

Refer to the Encyelopeedia Britannica and MeClintock and
Strong’s Eeclesiastical Cyclopaedia.

We espeeially invite the attention of our readers to that most
remarkable comniunieation from the spirit of Josephus, Read
it again in the light of what is said of him and his werks hy
Christian writers, and doubt if you can its authenticity. It
leaves nothing that has been doubtful concerning Josephus and
his writings unexplained. To suppose it is the work of the
medium’s mind, or our own who took down the words as they
fell from the medium’s lips, is preposterous. The medium was
insensibly entranced, and we were so busy writing as to have
no time to think of anything clse.

After nearly 1800 years in spirit life, after much preparation
and eftort on the part of high and learned spirits, who are co-
operating with us in our efforts to get the naked truth before
the world, this puritied, refined and exalted Jewish historian’s
spirit returns, and through an illiterate medinum, imparts the
most important information that has ever come to mortals.
The spirit of Josephus testifies most positively that for the first
hundred years of the Christian era, nothing was known of such
a person as Jesus of Nazareth, and nothing known of any
religion called Christianity nor of any sect ealled Christians.
In the face of that spirit testimony the authenticity of which
can not be suecesstully questioned, we ask what earthly reason
there can be to cling to the idea that Jesus Christ had an
historical or personal existence.

The communication settles the question as to why Josephus
wrote nothing concerning Jesus of Nazareth. That reason was
that no such person lived in the only period of the world’s
history in whieh such aman could have lived. The charge,
therefore, that Josephus was governed by prejudice in taking
no notice of Jesus and his alleged history, falls to the ground.
Josephus fully confirms the astro-theologieal nature of the four
gospels and the astronomieal origin of the Jewish, as well as
the Christian religion.  We regard the eonnnunieation of
Josephus, as a whole, as most important.
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FLAVIUS PHILOSTRATUS.
The Biographer of Apollonius of Tyana.

“T SALUTE YOU, SIR :—I wrote the life and adventures of
Apollonius of Tyana, by the order of Julia Domua; and no
reasouable person would suppose for an instant that she would
have desired an adept in Oriental languages to have transeribed
them for her, if the character to whom they related had not
been of great note. Whoever denies the statements of eritics,
that Apollonius of Tyana was a great man in his day and
generation, denies the truth, Among the first and most rentark-
able discoveries of the Empress Julia, was the identity or
striking resemblance of the seulptured features of the faces of
the Roman deity, Apollo, and ot Apollonius of Tyana, as they
were then represented at Rome. T took the facts of my history
of Apollonius from the Memoirs of Damis, (the St. John or
beloved diseiple of that great man) from his birth to the begin-
ning of the second century ; and from Meragenes to the time
of Buasthenes,  Allthese men were biographers of Apollonius
before my time, and from their works I wrote my history of
him.  But every ettort has been made by suceeeding popes and
cmperors sinee the reign of Constantine the Great, to destroy
what [ wrote of Apollonius, But it isa fact that he, Apollonius,
was, by the Romans, worshipped in the days of Septimus
Severus as the great Promethens or the saviour of men, and
this continued up to the time when I wrote his history.  The
feasts in honor ot him were always celebrated, in connection
with a certain star (sueh as the star of Bethlehem), and this
star was in the constellation Aries or the Lamb, e was
worshipped as the centre of God’s eternal cirele. Under the
idea of propitiatory sacritice, mankind had sacriticed every
animal from a frog to a horse, and finally ended with human
blood offerings s and this was decmed a neeessity in my age to
purify a soul. This was coneurrent with the purification refated
by Icuxenes. From his daysto my time there was just as mueh
of sacrifice observed as in previous times. The purest virgin of

ome hiad to die in honor of the god Apollo, and her soul
passed to Apollonius in Paradise. Now I wilf say in conclusion,
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I saw hundreds of persons kissing the Greek cross and offering
up that last dying prayer of the Promethean saviour,. accom-
panied with the burning of myrrh and frank-incense a3 incense,
the same as you see this done in the Christian churches at your
approaching Easter festival. The Catholic spiri_ts are so shut
up in their earthly acquired dependence upon their priests that
they cannot ascend as spirits out of that condition, and they
are forced back to the earth. No ascent is possible for them,
while thus held, and they react upon you mortals with disas-
trous force. There was no such religion as the Christian religion
in my day. There was a seet who worshipped the Hindoo
Christos. Their religion was a mixture of Buddhism, Platonism
and Greco-Gymnosophism ; and their first and most important
rite was circumeision. But they were not very numerous or
widespread. They resided mainly at Ephesus, Cairo and Rome.
The chief symbol of their religion was a cirele within which
were represented the human sexual organs. They were
very secret in their movements and their teachings were very
obscure. No one knew of such a person as Jesus of Nazarcth at
that time. The Nazarites were held in the greatest contempt
by the Jews, and it was for that reason the Christian priesthood
chose that obscure village of Judea for the scene of Jesus’s
abode. Iam Flavius Philostratus.”

Refer to Smith’s Dictionary of Greek and Roman Biography.

It is not a little singular that this most invaluable work of
Philostratus has never been wholly translated into English. Tt
is very evident that the scholars of English speaking peoples,
have too much regard for their popularity to venture to give
their patrons an English translation of this Christianity
annihilating narrative of the life, adventures and teachings of
the real author and founder of that ecclesiastieal fraud. It is
impossible for want of space to give all the extracts which secem
important to get a true idea of the value of this communication.
To those of our readers who wish to pursue the investigation of
the subject of this sketch in connection with Apollonius, we
would say that if they will refer to the account of Apollonius
by Benjamin Jowett, M. A. Fellows and Tutor of Baliol College,
Oxford, England, as published in Smith’s Dictionary of Greek
and Roman Biography, they will there find in conneection with
the life of Apolloniug, a brief discussion of three very important
questions, namely : I. The historieal groundwork on which the
narrative of Philostratus was founded. II. How far, if at all
it was designed as a rival to the Gospel History. III. The real




96 ANTIQUITY UNVEILED.

character of Apollonius himself. These discussions will show
how Christian crities flounder fruitlessly about to reconeile
undoubted historical faets with the frandulent pretences of the
Gospel history,” as they are pleased to designate their string
of theological fables. Tt is a fact that must end all possible
controversy as to whether Philostratus horrowed any part of
the “general story of our Lord's Tife)”” or whether the Intter was
not bodily stolen from the life and writings of Apollonius of
Tyana, that Philostratus does not mention Jesus Christ, or his
twelve apostles, or either of the so-called Christian gospels, as
having furnished him any of the materials for his biography ;
but that the main source of his information was the memoirs
of Damis and Maximus of g, of thelife doings and teachings
of Apollonius the beloved master, written while yet Apollonius
was living. It is certain that when DPhilostratus wrote his
biography, Jesus of Nazarcth had never heen heard of. That
there s, therefore, any striking analogy between the life of
Apollonius and the life attributed to the Christian Jesus) is
sufficient to show that the latter is but a bungling parody, oun,
or plagiarism of Philostratus’s Life of Apollonius.  Of this fact
we have now in hand ample spirit and historieal testimony to
fully establish.  We also call attention to the third chapter of
Charles Blount’s English translation of Philostratus’s Greek
text, where will be found the sources from whieh Philostratus
drew his materials for the biography of A pollonius.

According to Charles Blount it appears that while in his
work, Philostratus speaks disparagingly of Maragenes as o
reliable authority, he mentions him in hix communieation, as
hix authority for the facts appertaining to some portions of his
work.  On the other hand, he nmientions Maximus of Jgie as
one of his authorities in his work, while in the communication
he does not mention him, but mentions ISuasthenes.  Why he
does not mention the Testament written hy A pollonins himself,
in the communieation we do not know, unless he nuide bt
little nuse of it in composing his biography. Al the facts would
scem to indicate that Damis did not commmenee his Memoirs or
Connnentaries on the life and labors of Apollonius, until after
he met the Iatter at Nineveh, when he wason his way to Tadia.
At that time, Apollonius was past forty years of age. It scems
that Maximus, had made a record of the events of hislife while
at JTeie, in the Temple of Jlsculapius, where, young as he then
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was, he gained the greatest renown as a healer and philosopher.
After leaving Agee, there seems to have been no record kept of
his doings, until he determined to setout on the wonderings
in the search, and in the dissemination of knowledge, which
only ended with his great old age. Prof. Jowett says there
scems to have been a gap in his history of nearly twenty years.
That is true so far as historic records go, but not true so far as
the spirit testimony of Apollonius is concerned. After his
wanderings through the countries of Asia Minor, fulfilling his
Pythagorean probation ot long years of silence and contempla-
tion, he went to Antioeh and opened a school where he taught
the modified Xssenian philosophy which he had conceived,
and which it was to be his life’s mission to give to the world.
It was there he held fellowship with the great Iissenian patri-
arch Ignatius of Antioch ; and in time gained the highest name
for learning and wisdom of all the philosophers of his time.
Espeeially did he gain renown as a healer of all human mala-
dies by virtue of his sympathetic and magnetic nature. At that
period therescemsto have been agreat outpouring of spirit power
upon the people of southwestern Asia, and especially upon the
people of Judea. Hearing of the wonderful doings of Apollonius
at Antioch, the Jews became importunate that he should appear
among them, and at length prevailed upon him to visit Jerusalem
for which place hesetout. Apolloniusinhisspirit communication
recounts the incidents attending his entrance into Jerusalem,
and the result substantially as is related in the gospels of the
Christians concerning Jesus of Nazareth. The jealousy of the
Jewish priesthood was so aroused against him, on account of
the popular excitement occasioned by his wonderful work of
healing among them, that he was compelled to seck safety by
flight. Returning to Antioeh, he resumed his teachings there,
and continued them until he decided to start for India. There
is no doubt some good reason why that portion of Apollonius’s
life work is not forth-coming at this time, which will be dis-
closed in the future. It is by no means eertain but that the
copy of Philostratus’s work that has been permitted to come
down to us, has been largely suppreszed by the Christian
pontiffs or their kingly tools. That gap eovers the preeise time
when it is said Jesus of Nazareth was performing those mira-
cles of spiritual power, for performing whiehh he has been
worshipped as God. In this conneetion we are led to notice
one passage in the Gospel Aceording to Matthew, whieh shows
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that the hero of thnt Gospel was not a Galilean, but quite
another person. Matthew iv, 23, 24,

“And Jesus went about all Galilee teaching in their syna-
gogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing
all manner of siekness and all manner of disease among the
people.

“And his fame went throughout all Syria; and they brought
unto him all sick people that were taken with divers diseases
and torments, and those which were possessed with devils, and
those which were lunatie, and those that had the palsy ; and
he healed them.”

Now so far as Syria is concerned, that was eertainly the case
with Apollonius, who at Antioch, the eapital eity of Syria, was
overwhelmed with his labors as a mediumistic healer.  That
Apollonius, who had for many yecars been performing his
miraculous cures in the very heart of Syria, should have
acquired fame in that extensive eountry was natural, but that
Jesus of Nazareth of whomn no one had heard until then, should
have had such an extensive fame in so short a time was per-
fectly absurd. We venture to say that that brief mission,
attributed to Jesus of Nazareth in 