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/" tit, era of 1IIultimodaiily .Ie miotic modes other than language are treated (IS fulZ" 
0/1>111./, of sell ling fOl' represeutaliou and (01l11l1.l1l1iwtiol1 , lnd£ed, l,(lnguage, whether 

In I It 01' as writing, mac)' now ojlen be seen (IS ancillim)' to other Sflllioll( modes: to 
III ,';\ualfor instaT/ce. Language In,(l)' now be 'extmllisual'. The vP1)'fac/s offhf' new 

I IIIl11nunicationallandscajJe have marie that inesrapably the issue. 
Kress and vall Leeuwen, 2001: 46 

/" problem of the proper conceptualiwtion of space is resolved thmugh hUfluu/, pnU'tice 
1'1111 rnpect to it. In other wonts, then! are no phil<l.50phica/ answers 10 philosophical 

'lUi I;on that arne (J'(Ierthe nature of space - the answers lie in hUrl/an pnU'tice. The 
'1111 lion 'what is spacer' is therefore replaced b), lite q'!te,~tion 'h01/l is it that different 
/,,, lin frmctices create and lII,(llie use of different (ollceptU,(liiwlions of space?' 

llarvey, 2006: 125-126 

uggested by the subtitle of this book, we are concerned here with the inter
pI. \ between language. visual discourse , and the spatial practices and dimen-

11111 of culture, especially the textual mediation or discursive conSlnlCtion of 
I t.lt e and the lise of space as a semiotic resource in its own dght. The broader 
(' 1111' t which we are interested in is the extent to which these mutual processes 
_Ir • in tnm shaped by the economic and political reorderings of post-industrial 
f , advanced capitalism, intense patterns of human mobility, the mediatization 

I i. l life (Fairclough, 1999), and transnational flows of information, ideas 
.md ideologies (Appadurai , 1990, 1996) . This dual attention to the lIluhimodality 
.lIld political-economy of discourse is motivated by new ways of thinking within 
, IIr own scholarly field (see. for example, Gunther Kress and Theo van Leeuwen 
quoted above) as well as the growing recognition of - and interest in - discourse 
I nd our field (see, for example, David Harvey also quoted above). Whether 
as a consequence of intellectual fashion or as a tangible experience of contclIl
I rary life, no self-respecting scholar these days can afford to overlook the 
Iiscourse/s of place and the place/s of discourse. 

TIle main title of the book is, in tum . meant to reflect this wide-ranging, yet
we believe - coherent scope. Although the focus of the majority of tlle chapters 



Semiotic Landsca/Jes 

is on written lanbTuage ' in place ', we have choosen not to caU this book 'Linguis
tic Landscapes', as SOlllt~ of our predecessors have (e .g. Ben-Rafael et aI., 2004, 
2006; Gorter, 2006a,b; Backhaus, 2007; Shohamy and Gorter, 2008; see also 
Spolsky and Cooper, 1991), becallse in this coUection we are keen to emphasize 
the way written discourse interacts with other discursive Illodalities: visual 
images, nonverbal cOllllllunication, architecture and the built environment. 
For this reason , 'linguistic' is only one, albeit extremely important, element for 
the construction and interpretation of place. Although potentially misleading
all landscapt! is semiotic, i.c. its meaning is always construed in the act of 
socio'<:llitural interpretatjoll - we foUow Scollon and Wong Scollon (200:-{) in 
making a qualified distinction between semiotic and lion-semiotic spaces; we 
thus take semiotic landscape to mean, in the most general sense, any (pllblic) 
space with visible inscription made through deliberate human illtervelltiOll and 
meaning making. However, as is clear from its the matic and e lllpirical scope 
(i.e. data sets oriented to by individual chapters) writing and image, broadly 
defined, are at the analyt.ic centre for most part of the book. The interpretive 
frameworks range from sociolinguistic to discourse analytic , encolllpas.<;ing 
vis\lal, lIlultilllodal and mediated approaches, to social semiotic alld cultural! 
critical, and this 'progression' is reflect.ed in the way we have sequenced the 
book's chapters. 

Framing semiotic landscapes 

The sllIdy of landscape has been traditionally a prerogative of art historians and 
geographers (see, for example, Andrews, 1999; Cosgrove, 1998; Wylie, 2007), 
althollgh in recent years it has developed into a tmly interdisciplinary project 
(e.g. DeLlIe and Elkins, 2008) . The role of the human geographer Denis 
Cosgrove (e.g. 1984, 1998) in bringing these perspectives together as part of 
the 'humanist turn' in geography caunot be overestimated. Cosgrove departs 
from the narrow, mechanistic views of landscape as 'an artistic or literary 
response to the visible scene' (Cosgrove, 1984: 46) or as a lived environment 
examined and evaluated to facilitate local government aerial planning. In 
particular, Cosgrove r~iects the utlitarian, perception-led studies of landscape 
in favour of theorizing the geographical environment as incorporating the 
individual, imaginative and creative aspects of human experience. However, 
Cosgrove does trace the (Western) idea of landscape to its roots in the scientific 
and artistic developments of the Italian Renaissance in the fifteenth and 
sixt.eenth cellluries, when the combined work of mathematicians and 
artists (typically one and the same person), motivated equally by the pursuit 
of artistic and scientific knowledge, led to the fonllulation of the geometric 
principles for the creation of ' realistic illusion' to represent a three-<limensioual 
space on a two-dimensional surface. The principles of the technique known as 
linear perspective were fomlUlated by the Florentine artist and architect Leon 
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I ,1111 1.1 Alberti in his De Pictttra (On Painting, 1435) alongside the visual experi-
111\'111 of his close associate Filippo Bnmelleschi; these principles were not only 
I.. .\ 101 the subsequent compositional and aesthetic developments in painting, 
lilt \\t'r also applied to architecture, land survey, map-milking, artillery s<:ience, 
.lIlIlth : measurement of distance, surface and volume, all pertinent to the early 
cit d I'"' nt of commerce, capitalist finance, agriculture, the land market, 
1 ... \1 .11 1 m and warfare, in sum , the early developmelll of urban, bourgeois, 
1.111 IIMII t conception of the world (Cosgrove, 1984; see also Panofsky, 1991 

1'I:!iJ . Thus, landscape is defined by tA>sgrove, bOlTowingJohn Berger's (1982) 
It 11111111 I gy, as a 'way of seeing the extemal world' (1984: 46) and as 'a visual 
I It·ol • (47). This was evidellt both in an and other applications of linear 
I I I '( li\e, 'The anist, through perspective, establishes the arrangement or 
CHili ition, and thus the specific time, of the events described, detennines - in 
hUlh senses - the "point of view" to be taken by the observer, and controls 
1111 IlI'h framing the scope of reality revealed ' (Cosgrove, 1984: 48). In canog-
1.I)lh\, applications of geometrical principles led to the production of detailed 
III \ maps of cities allowing accurate yet detached, dislant and dominating 

\It·\\ f vast urban areas, placing the human observer in the 'divine ' position of 
I ',lIor and controller, not unlike in the vast panoramic landscapes by Titian 

.1111 Bnwg I which, for example, give the observer a sense of dominion and 
t 111111 11 over space (certainly a technique carried through to the later mediulll 
til ph '(ography and used widely in a range of cOlllmercial contexts, d. Thurlow 
.111 I J.lworski, this volume) . These achievelllents in geometrical representation 
III I ce coincided with , or rather facilitated, the (colonial) appropriation of 
\t' 111I1 I and of the prodllction of (private) property: 

. 1If\ 'yors' charts which located and measured individual estates, for example 
III England after the dissolution of monasteries; cartographers' maps which 
" ~ I the graticule to apportioll global space, for example the line defined 
b Pope Alexander VI dividing the new world between Portugal and Spain; 
' II nueers' plans for fortresses and cannon trajectories to conquer or defend 

11. li nal territory, as for example Vauban 's Frellch work or Sone's for the 
\ 'netian defences against Austria. (Cosgrove, 1984: 55) 

nlll landscape as a way of seeing is not to be confined to the mediated represen
t.1lI III of space in art and literature. It is a broader cOllcept pertainillg 10 how 
I • view and interpret space in ways that are cOlltingent on geographical, social, 
It )III mi<:, legal, cultural alld emotional circumstances, as well as our practical 
" . of the physical envirollmen t as nature and territory, aesthetic judgements, 
lilt lit ' and myth, for example drawing on religious beliefs and references, 
hi I ri al discourses, politics of gender relations, class, ethnicity, and the impe
n.ll projects of colonization - all of which are stiU present today and consistently 
I I uced in, for example, contemporary tourist landscapes (Massey, 1994; 

rrove,2008 [19981; Crouch, 1999; Cartier and Lew, 2005; Oshome, 2000). 
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the pro-

some texts, slich and more 
may be available while otht,r texts may in f;u:t be 

the archiu~(:lur,lI of or it part added to the build-
from brief and functional labels 011 doors 

U<-'."'.Lli"" chalUbt~r', to more or less elaborate texts, 
in of museum 

SOlne, 
their political 

certain aesthetic rather 

than on encoded ideational messages 
see below for a (:ouflated view of the natun: of 

One of the reasons may have received more 
than any olher form of public visual discourse is that, as is 
and Lea other forms of have 
process of 'alltomali:r.ltion ' 
of one is often ,u·rr.'>ln' .• 

"automatization" of other seIIU'cHlCS, 

and natural as to become "invisible'" 
2005: Graffiti, on the other haud, as a 

many as , as iconoclastic in its colltem and 
more immediate, dirt~(:t form of with the viewer. 

Consistent with the of Scollon and ScollOJl 
and Lea note thaI. t.he actual. location, lime of (:n~alion, and 

are as t()!' their is their form 
and content. 

In terms of the text-space 
the presence of 

one of tilt; central concerns of onr current 
in urban rich material 

for the of tJle of 

'neo-Nazi', or 
of subculture and discusses I.he 

mediatizt~d aspects of and in Denver, Colorado. 
Ft~rrell argues that the 'hattle' over is one over 
the 1.0 assert and voice to one's !ct.entIlV. 

or 
tion of a local crew, 
on the COli trolled 
invested in these environments 10 ,. ~11"illU to it 

and conseQuen 

those 
threat to their 

aesthetic domination. Graffiti may low{~r the (;conomic value of property, or 
imnl(ie on the maintenance hilt 
those who control properly and 

which them ... 

of the 



b'flHn'Tthe 

the affluent. 

racist message. Needless to 
the authori-

racist messages. 
to intimidate out-group members 

Adams and Wimer's of gang ill 
Arizona demollst.ralt~S that gang apart from turf and 
is also used for individual gang members to advertise themselves as 

!~!stJf!(:tmrJlt? gang mt!mb(!rs. to create within and across gangs, and 
and dt~rmll'cate sodal structures and hierarchies withill 

ta~~OIl!stlC ":XUlallt~t:S between one of du! means to assert 

All the above quote 
situaljoll of conflict, what constitutes a violation of 

be an reclamaljon of voice 

he claims, lhat have st.arted t.he OHr 

the claim them back and make the world 
Ferrell In words: 

who nm our cit.ies don't understand 
1.0 exist unless it makes a 

, and they 

these 

because think 
But if you just value 

Semiotic 

mOlley then your opinion is wOl,thless. .. The 
are the that scrawl across 

"" .• nI ''''''. unless we buy their to make us fed 
expect to be able to shout their message in your face from every 

available surhlCe but never allowed to answer back. 2004: 8) 

Manco, 

bounded. tht' 
an individual 

under the constant and ral[>ac,:I(),uSIV """H •. n,h 

It is, for somewhat ironic 
Michel Basqnial and K(~ith before him, and more 
artist JR, has now crossed over from the ~f"II~'·H'f'rl"i,n.·d 
'vandal' to the maiusln:am 'artist' wht:re his works sell fl.)!' vasl amounts of 
money and an: to be found walls in elil!! and colle<:-

liollS. lip: the outsider has come inside. 

This book's landscape 

The arrangement of ill this book should reveal a 
themes, data and touched upon in t.his 
so far. As is usually the case, the boundaries he tween individual 
are not deat"cu\, so we decided to abstain from the ( .,flU"" 

separate sections. 
The first ftHlr 

offers Ilovd ways for 
and space, different 

issues of and 10(:01101l[Y 

fuillen's chapter 011 the 

in the flux of ""H"''''L'H'~'''' 
of 'top-down' and 'bottom-up' 'H"'U""'~ 
can be found 

engage 
a form of social, situat.ed 
tradition of work known as 

,'r"",'n •• " of 

between 

not meant 
embedded one within all()tht~r. This may also to 

which is often uu/side of other dominant texts 
abandoned warehouses, or back-

lIIay bt~ st'en on other 
in the narrow in 



nial OISOI<l,rs 

the idea of a wide array of mobile 

many 
means that users may 
here with the issue of 'attention' 

which these ir".n"PTH 

traditional Celtic and 'exotic' Uli'!f'l,c(lSr(ll'It! 

'the 

Nik in Wales 
takes as a point idea that visible features of 

H<llscane in the natural world are oft.en invisible or hidden forces, 
human or non-human, sHch as land erosion created winds or tides. III the 

case of 

commercial 
the 

Bwrdd VI' Iaith 

">v"n"''''~ III 
notices, post.<:rs, advertisement.s, and bus 

purposes, such as liU.,,,,,,l<,'U relations 
behaviour in service 

of the identities of their 
between business owners and clients, and 
elKounters. Some uses of written Creole art' 

themselves with toeal values and 
with local cuh.ure. 11llt.'rp", 

resourn:, 
tc)r purposes. From 
demonstrates th(~ value of 

a detailed yl".~"l<'llV' "'Ull"'"' 



or text types ill and their 
frameworks involved ill their PH)-

rl~dell11ed as 'communication' 
of its 

recent 
itself as 'conversational' is under

part of the trade. For 
observation about 

built around 

III ollr next Alastair considers anotiwr genre of publicly 
text.s found in urban travel spaces of 

thaI bOlh toured and 
the 

initiatives, interests and 
ModeUl, 

Rodney Jones adds another of space ill rdatioll 10 

and communication that has come abom wit h the of tile inl.el'-
, and computer mediated cOllllllunication as 

2003 discusses the of this 
demonstrates, virtual spaces do 

not 'exist' spaces. and In fact, sodal actors 
in CMC mobilize and orient to several 

all their aflordann,g and constraims at anyone time. 

in whkh the sodal actors 

opt>rate their comlHlt{~rs; the computer 
timlal creatt~d between the instance of comnlUllica-
lion: as t.he loc1ls of their visible act of n>lllimmication; and t!till! 

which may b{~ lalk{~d about but not inhabited the al the 
moment of communication. As thes(' sites 
very rich and complex socio-cuhural environments, argues that 
'made oftht' spaces we inhabit and the timescales and 
ries that flow into them, hut also, and more to the 11105(' aspects of space 
and time that we are inclined to attention to. v\Fe nmstnlct 

our attention' (Jones. 2005: lf12; this 
create ami interpret sites of engagement 
and other st'mioti<: resources in the 
and relevance of some such while 

lise the notion of relevance here in the st!l1se of ",",,'rh,,·,-
In his Thomas Mitchell confronts the idea of 

metadiscursive commentary 
011 the apparent 

at. worst Mexican inward 
area. The confrontation of the press reports 

as displayed 011 commercial and 
during an 

suggests these reports to be 
11 ""l'.'" " ''',,,. of Mexican presence. Mitchell's .. ho:>nt,·, 

we 

wt~H the b{~tween Lefebvre's and 
tn'IVI"PfI spaces dut~ 10 recol1l.extualizal.iOll and mt~diatjzalion of aspects of a 

In our own contribution to this volume, we return 10 focus on the 

I"V'.""-"'-"'-''' and of and contestt~d spaces; howevel~ 
in this cast~ w{~ look at the end 'endavic' 
spaces constnlCl.ed I.he absence 

of visible written inlel'<u:tions. The 



DisCOIlrse 

persons and and formal features 
of the mOllumt.~nts to the 

moral values, et hieal 
heart of much of "","'Cy">n 

1996; Smith, 2000; fiJI' 

aspects of om door 
from an an historical n>"wc",~"·' 

advertisements of elite 
for a senSt: of 

of silence in th{~s(' promo-
The absence ill the dat<l of 

conforms well to the Illcreas-

also 

and power at the 
Than, 1989, 

sodal alld 
of their 

moral and 
lip bt?tween th(~ forces of 

segrt!gate and 

Irina Genddman and Aiello <:xamine the lR';"UHU"."::I s(~miotic land· 
scape of several East dtjes transition from centralized, 
state-run enmomies ullder commuuism to market-driven economies under 

IlZlUI(.HI. Thdr discussion focuses on in some of t.he most 
locations and t.heir into the process of 

and aestheticization of social life 
1991; d, Debord '5 1995 of the 

from communist icons of 
What appears to be common to both Id~eololi!i(~s 

is that each creates 
the groups 

stale of the communist era, or the relentlt:ss drivt~ to commerdalizat.ioll 
ill market economy. 

Ella Chmielewska to a dose with a theoret.ical 
data of urhan and the as the 

sile of a semioti<: in a broader framework of social 
aud cultural criticism. Like Gendelman and Aiello. her broad, 
sweep across several. international cities leads her to view the 
as a resource f()r the, Chmielewska 
terms for 

one more 
themselves. 

and respouses 
more or less f~lIniliar semiotk 

laJrldsc<lPl:~~ whkh leads us 1.0 make 
our contributors to for 

The art and politics of semiotic 

We are reminded that t.he processes of st~miotic indusion/ exclusion and trans· 
location in 0111' earlie~r discussion of rut. both or, 

around them. The late nineteenth century 

we think here of 
part of the 

t.raditions, as well 
Im17; 

'billboard culture' in cities of the indust.rialized 'W(~st', in no small part 
t.he cultural and commercial poster sudl artists 



Chert~t, Ht~llri de 'nnllou~~·Lautrec and Pierre Bormard. 
of urban 

and 
as an artistic subject 

The affirmation of the ordinarv 
took 

cut-outs fi'om newspapers, ,,,l\lPt'''~'''''lF'n sheet 
music, wine labels and on. After World ':Val' 
ated with such movements 
Antoni and connotative 

reaction to tht: est.abiisht~d artistic genres or a~ 
The Realistes' ,Ktive ill the 

Amel'kall 
and numbers became 

, and camt~ to 
alized, industrial and militaristic aesthctk 011 the mid-twentieth century 
America. For stich reCOlllextualization of the 
letters and numbers had subversive lIlot.ivation and 

do not index any "VC:LllU\, 

yet familiar 
because even though 

them in the context 

communities. TIH~ Coca-Cola boule and do not poirH to a 
Coca-Cola may be torn and n~;'lSS,eIrlbl,ed, film posters 
do not adverlist: any do not unlaw-

'U~Jl"UI<::t do not label any 

used 

a 

Semiotic 

consumer (ulture 
discourses of industrialization, consumerism and 
texl,ualized, sdf-ref(~rential posters, lett(~rs, etc., 

becomes ill that it ('{),nu)tp, 

become consumer oLtiects 
the same tokt?ll, and "muu-,';" 

,y,,_h·.CArl al'l has also gone 

to 

draw inspiration from them. For 
and posters and billboards which 
discourses of state power, and consulllerislll, Holzer 
and disrupt, alld confuse the spaces ill which 
the result of 'verbal ill the street' 1982: 
1995: 341). In this \\PdY, not unlike ill the case of 
is deliberately llsed to create rupture and chaos, aud to 
space where it occurs. 

Patrick Wright (1985: notes that dilh'rellt worlds 
same an observation echoed ill Mac Giolla Chriosl's 
of urban 'proximity of difference': 
people are drawn into all kinds of 
often and often on an Mac 

Giolla 2007:. The act is in part a s('miotlc process 
indexical to anchor it 

to the (Western) 
rapidly 
redevdopment and areas, accderation of 
consumption and the shift away from the of material 10 the 
consumption of services, brought about a mixture of urban 

and theatricality 
advanced capitalist Guy Debord (1995 [ 
'I eliminate 1 (TPnaT':ll"hi,'" to reap distance 
of spectacular 

The itself can be read as a text, as a festival of an ·1C<l)nOS1'>Ilen~· 
Chmielewska this Gendelman and Aiello, this 

volume), in which the tensions between the and IUt.dl'ILlI 
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Chapter 1 

Changing Landscapes: 
Language, Space and Policy in 

the Dublin Linguistic Landscape 

L. 

Introduction: Multilingualism and multiple 

Spatial relations in the linguistic landscape 

Studies of the start h'om the t.hat 
is indexical of mort~ than the oswllsive message of the One 

of the first such studies, that of Rosenbaum et al. , examined the 
Street 

, 'the most basi<: informational 
IUl14UIStlIC l,m(,lscal),e is that it serves as a distinctive marker of the 

further 

have entered'. Cenoz and Gorter 

"U'"'''~'''I''' as both a reflection of and a formative influence on HU'''''''~,~ 
as it operates in the social world. For them, the 'reflects the 
relative power and status of the different 
context', while it also 'contributes to the construct,jon of the .","'A,lm"",,",,,' 
context', that process the visual information made available to 
them in such a wav that 'the in which are written can 
influeuce their of the slatns of the ditrert~nt alld even 
affect their own .nn,ni,,"r behaviour' (pp. 


