This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of
to make the world’s books discoverable online.

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was nevel
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domair
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that’s often difficult to discover.

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book’s long journey fro
publisher to a library and finally to you.

Usage guidelines

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belon
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have take
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying.

We also ask that you:

+ Make non-commercial use of the fild&e designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these fil
personal, non-commercial purposes.

+ Refrain from automated queryirigo not send automated queries of any sort to Google’s system: If you are conducting research on m:
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encc
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help.

+ Maintain attributionThe Google “watermark” you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping ther
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it.

+ Keep it legalWhatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume |
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can’t offer guidance on whether any specific
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book’s appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in al
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe.

About Google Book Search

Google’s mission is to organize the world’s information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps
discover the world’s books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on
athttp://books.google.com/ |



http://books.google.com/books?id=Xh8QAAAAYAAJ

Digitized by GOOS[(’.






REd

e e e







“ne







DISCOURSES
L

®
THE TRUTH

CONCERNING

OF THR

CHRISTIAN RELIGIOQ;

.AND
REMARKS

ON

ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY.

BY THE LATE REVEREND
JOHN JORTIN, D.D.

ARCHDEACON OF LONDON, RECTOR OF 8T. DUNSTAN’S IN THEB BAST,
AND VICAR OF KENSINGTOMN.

e —

VOL. IIf.

LONDON:

PRINTED FYOR JOHN WHITE, FLEET-STREET,
By RicHaARD TAYLOR and Co. Shoe Lane.

1805.



Digitized by GOOS[G



CONTENTS*.

g

CoxstanTIUS, a patron of Arians - -
—_— his character -

_Athanasius’s reproach of the Arian bishops not tme
Strange titles of Christian emperors - .
George, bishop of Alexandria - -
Julius, bishop of Rome, claims too much authonty
-- engages on the side of Atha.nasms -

James of Nisibis - - -
St. Babylas’s body - - -
Gallus’s visions - - -

Constantius began the carrying of rehques
The exuvie of saints lost all power of workmg mi-

racles at the Reformation -
Sapor, the- Persian king, persecuted hn Chnsua.n
subjects - - -
A meteor representing a cross - - -
Eusebius of Samosata - - -
-— banished by Valens - - -
Canon of the councll of Antioch concerning re-
venues - - - -
Constans - - - 8

Monastic life, plous frauds, and spirit of persecuuon
in vogue

An account of the famous copy of St. Mark’s Gospel

o ® T*l oo (2] AR WD W

at Venice - -
Julian ; - - 10—15
Justinian’s law, that a son should not be dunnhented .

for turning monk - - 12
Curiosi, et imperatoris oculi, an account of them - 14
A story of Julian’s devil - - - 14
A story of the conversion of a Pagan priest and his s

son - - - - - -

.
* These Contents were not drawn out by Dr. Jortin; but are hcre inserted
for the convenience of the reader.

ae

.



L4

v ’ CONTENTS,

Mark of Arethusa, but one of that name - -
Lucifer Calaritanus - -
Jovian is for liberty of conscience -
his law against marrying nuns -
Athanasius’s promise to Jovian -
Messalians and Lycopetrus - -
Valentinian banished by Julian -
tolerated a?l religious sects -
A prodigy - - -
Council of Gangra make good canons -
Valentinian died in a transport of rage -
-- his constitution for toleration did not
. continue till bis death - - -
-’s law, that Christians should not wateh
Pagan temples - - “ -
~—-- protects the Jews, and is a friend to: the
learned - - « -
_ =————-- his law against denations of theclergy -
Ammianus Marcellinus’s remarks on Damasus Ur-
sinus - - - -
Damasus’s character - - - -
~— he was the first pope that celebrated his

birth-day - -
Ephraim Syrus’s character - - .
Amphilochius, bishop of Icomium - -
Gregory Thaumaturgus - - -
Gregotry of Nyssa - - -
Erasmus’s Diafogue on Pilgrimages - -

Ambrose, bishop of Milan - - -
Conformity between Christian and Pagan superstition

~ 92.100. 102. 164,
Valens oppresses those who are not Arians - -
Monkish miracles in favour of the Consubstantialists
Valens’s law to compel monks to serve in the army
- cannot get Basil to admit Arians to the com-

munion - - - -
——- his cook and Basil dispute - -
——=. not so cruel to the Consubstantialists as -repre-

sented - - - -
Miracles of Agyptian monks - . -
A passage of Jerom not in Scaliger’s edition -
Basil proud and overbearing - - -
Ulfila, the Gothic bishop - -

Pagan Goths put many to death supposed to be Arians

Socrates’s account of Arius - : -

Gratian at first tolerates all Christians, except three-
sects ; afterwards makes laws against heretics -

Page
15

15
15
16
16
7
7
37
18
I8
19

2022
a2

2
a2

23
3204

a8

- 28

28

£28.

29

29
30—31
31. 5t.
165. 186
3k '
3

3

32
32

32
33
33
83
3335
34
34

35



CONTENTS, v

: Pa
Priscillianists - . - - 85.38.40
Martin, bishop of Tours - - - 38
Gregory Nazianzen - 40
A portrait of ecclesiastics in Gregory'e da (] « 4l
Theodesius takes churches from heretlco, and esta-

blishes an inquisition - - 49
Tascodmgme hereties - . - - 43
Evagrius - 43
A manuscript of Qumtus Curuus 800 ywo old - 43
Helvidius - - - - - 43
Jovinian - - - - « 44
Jerom 45
~—— his bad character of the mhzbltanu of Jeru-

salem - - - - 45
——-- a story of hls : - 47
Martyrdom of St. Ursula and ll »000 vu'glm - 46
Eunomius, bishop of Cyzicus . - - 46
Famine and pestilente in Syria - . - 46
Icarius probably was a Pagan: - - 46
Epiphanius - - 47

. Theophilus, bishop of Alexandria - - 48
Siricius bishop of Rome’s decree about baptism - 48
Valentinian tolerates Arians - - - 48
Justina, the empress, could not get an *Arian church

in Milan - - - - 48
Maximus - - - 49
Ambrose, and his miracles - - - 49
Te Deum is of later date than Ambrese - < 49
John of Lycopolis’s miracles - - 50
A prophecy og John of Thebais, menhoned by Clau-

dian - 30
Epiphanius and Jerom 8 contentions thh John of

Jerusalem - - - - 50
Eplr\hamuu destroyed a picture which hung in e

urch .- - c- -~ 50
Dupin’s-candour - 8}
Epiphanius writes agamst the Collyndlans, who of=

fered cakes to the Virgin Mary - - 51
A sedition at Antioch - - 5
Apparitions invented to excuse it - - 51
Theodosius’s moderation 51
The image of the monkey, and tooth of the monkey 8354
Monks sent for to destroy Pagan temples - 54

Theodosius’s law, requiring monks to retire to deserto 84
The second Carthaguuan synod favours episcopal

ride 54
John the Bapust’q many heads . - < - 85,



vi ‘ CONTENTS,

Marcellus, a bishop, puts a devil to flight - -
Theodosius’s law amst Pagamsm . -
Paulinus, bishop :% Nola - -
. Donatists, their schism and decree - -
Arcadius and Honorius’s laws against heretics -
Turbulent Christians pull down statues placed for or-

nament, and are restrained by Honorius - -
Remarks on the ill usage which Christians showed to
Pagans, and the laws against them - -

An earthquake at Constantinople ©o- -
The third council of Carthage, remarks on its canons

Pagans pardoned, and the reason of it - -
Martinianus, the hermxt, a fable of him - -
Eunomians -
John Chrysostom, blshop of Constantmople -

was condemned by a-vile crew of
prelates assembled by Theophilus
Ammonius-convinces Epiphanius that he had been
too hasty in his charge of heresy - :
Eamitw, the meaning of that word - -
Theophilus . © . - -
Isidorus
The monks’ fury agamst Chrysostom and his followers
Origen was eycommunicated 200 years after his
death; and Chrysostom received to communion 35
years after his death - -
The fourth council of Carthage made canons against
reading books of Pagans, and women’ s teachmg in
churches- - - -
Rufinus, his character, and quarrel with Jerom -
Majuma, a scandalous festival, put down by Arcadius

The number of Zgyptians, monks and nuns, at the

end of the fourth century - - - -
Posidonius’s opinion of deemoniacs - -
Fabiola, the first that founded an hospital - - -

Customs in the time of Chrysostom

Though polite antiquity was then on the declme, the
monuments of the followmg ages are not to be neg-
lected - - - -

Glass windows not used till the time of Theodosms

Saddles and stirrups began to be used about the time

Clocks moved by wheels, invented since the time of

Charlemain . -
Remarks on the fourth and fifth centur.es, and the
fathers of those times . . - - .-
Water-mills used in the times of Augustus - -

Theophilus,. bishop of Alexandria, caused Origen’s

Page

68

69
70
70

70
71
71
71

82
82
83

83

84
84



CONTENTS. a

works to be condemned out-of pique to some

Zgyptian monks - /- - 84
Remarks on this conduct - -~ 84—85
Porphyry of Gaza’s prophecy to the e press - 86
A tnc{ used to conyert a Nestorian monk - 87
Sulpitius Severns’s character - - 87
A remark of Plutarch - - - 88
Charagteristics of true miracles - 88
The miracles in the fourth and ﬁfth centunes have

them not - 89
The use of dxstmgmshmg bctween true lnd false mi-

- racles - 9l
Paulinus’s verses for his own and Mamn’s picture - 93
Innocent I. persecutes the Novatians - - 93
Celestinus continued it - 94
Tyranny of Roman bishops ; the blshops of Comtan-

tinople more moderate - 94
Arsacius, bishop of Constantmople - 04
Porphyrius, bishop of Antioch - - 094

Vigilantius reviled as an enemy to reliques

Story of aJew cured of a palsy by baptism 95
Atticus - - 95
The power of the keys, and Jcrom s remark 97
Theodosius junior - - -

Remarks on excommunication - - 98

Pulcheria, a discoverer of reliques

Reliques of. Zechariah, the ﬁndlng them rucmbles
story in Virgil -

~— of Samuel - - - 101

Appearance and miracles of the Virgin Ma 101

A story of Sylvanus taken from the story of Claudia 102

100

ll‘l”lllll‘ll'l
hod
-

Honorius’s merciful law about prisoners = - - 103

- conduct towards heretics - - 102

Synesius blshoi: of Ptolemais’s opinions - - 103

his character - - - 103

——— his promissory note to Evagrius - - l04

Cyril, bishop, shuts up the Novatian churches, and

. takes their plate. - . =105

ﬁlunders the Jews of Alexandna - - 106

18 sedition .- . -.100

~——- assassinates Hypatia - - - 106

his character - - - - 107

Maruthas - - - 108

Abdas . - - - 108

Donausts, Honortus’s cruel decree agmnst them - 108
- their distress and despair - - -109

Augustin’s cruel advice - T - - 109



il CONTENTS.

Pelagius - » LT
Reliques of Stepben, Gamaliel, and Ablbas .
Miraculous fonts - .

War between the Romane and Persnans, and mm\cles

on that occasion
John the emperor subjected the clergy to the eecular
courts - - -
Miracles against hun - - -
Sisinnius - - - s

Simeon Stylites

Remarks on the Nestomn and Eutychla.n quarmls and
council of Ephesus -

Some of the fathers at the cauncll of Ephesus could

not write - - - -
Theodorus -Mopsuestenus - - -
Germanus - - - -
Paul, the Novatian bishop, mlraculously saved his
church - - - . -
Proclus - ,
Leo the pope condemns Hxlary of Arlu - -
Story of the seven sleepers . -
ofa boy taken up to heaven - .
Theodosius’s law against heretical books - -
The second council of Ephesus - -
Council of Chalcedon and their creed - -
gave the title of pa.trmrch to the

prelates of Constantinople - -

Theodosius, the monk, raises a tumanlt at Jerusalcm -
Valentinian’s law to'restrain bishops from civil matters
The origin of the (Y e’s lcgatzs -

Geisericus pxlln§l <
Deogratias, bishop of Carth , his hberallty

Timotheus ZElurus, bishop o Alexandria -
Arians, their character - -
Pope Leo’s ambition - -

Daniel the monk - -
Miracle in favour of sanctuaries -
St. Mamertus institutor of rogation days .

—————————- persecuted by the pope

Martyrius, bishop of Antioch, quits his blshopnc

Gennadius, bishop of Constantinople

Acacius, bishop of Constantinople, excommunicated
because he would not submit te the pope - -

R R

QOdoacer, an Arian, tolerated the orthodox - -
Hunneric allows -the Comubstmua.hsts to choose a -

bishop
Miracle of Consubstantnallsts talkmg wnthout tongues
6

Page
110

110
111

~ 118

113
113
il4
114

- 114120

116
120
191

181
121

122
122
12¢
123
123
193

124
124
125
128
125
183

126

128

128
198
128
128
189
129

180

129

- 129
130



CONTENTS:

Barnsdatus; 2 monk, demed nwways of moniﬁ«:p

tion - -
James thé monk - - -
Nephtalites; a strange custom amongst them -

An earthquake at Constantinople for forty days -

Timotheus Salofaclolus, an excdknt bis op of Alex-
andria - -

Zeno’s Henoticum

Vlglhus Twm, the supposed authcr of the Atha-

nasian -
Xenaias Ph\loxenus, the first Iconoclut - -
St. Barnabas’s body : -
An hospital near Jerusalem for crazy mouks -
Gelasius the pope claims infallibility . -
Theodoric an excellent prince - - -
Alaric king of the Visigoths - - -
Hilderic king of the Vandals - -
Hormisdas, pope . - -
Gundsbund, king of the Vandals - -
Arianiem, the ruling religion in the west -
Miracle at Clovis’s baptism - - -
Olympius the Arian - -

Laurentius and Symmichus, popcs

Anastasius abolished a tax on beggars and bawdy-
houses

Anti-Arian dlspules and miracles -

Jewish Talmud made public -

Cassidorus well treated by Anan pnnces though
Consubstantialist -

St. Ceesarius’s nunnery -

Timothy, bishop of Constantinople, out of hatred
to his predecessor, ordered the Nicene creed to be

read every time service was performed - -
Burning mirrors - - - -
Demoniacs in Alexandria
The Jews’ synagogue at Ravennes bumt by Chnstu.ns
Zosimas, andaie hon and the ass - -
Boethius - - -
Justinian - -
- The passage in Suidas relates to Justin, and mt to
Justinian - - - -
Theodora - - -
The title Most Christian was ﬁrst gwen to Justinian-
Aphthartodocite . - - -
Procopius, and his character of Justnman and Theo-
dora - - - - -
Agathias - - - - -

Vor. HI. b

130
130
130
131

181
131

181
131
132
132
132
133
133
133
133
134
134
134
135
136

136
186
137

137
137

137
137
- 138
138
138
139
139

139
140
140
140

140
154



X CONTENTS.

A scamonster taken near Byzsntium - -
The art of weaving silk brought to Constantmople -
A learned dog - -
Gamesters punished by Justinian - -
A scdition of the blues and greems - -

Prostitutes shut up by Justinian and Theodora
The custom of counting years by consulates dropped
Bishoprics purchased - - - -
The conversion of St. Theophilus - -
Damascius, Simplicius, Eulamius, Priscianus, Her-
mias, Diogenes, Isidorus - - -
Justinus junior removes the oppressions of the great «
Benedict’s miracles - - - - -
Dionysius Exigaus’s ®ra - -
A council in Gaul about meats -
Facundus’s account of the eucharist -
Miracle of the cross at Apamea = - | -
The purification first celebrated - - -
St. Barsanuph -4
St. Simeon Salus, who fcxgned himself mad
Fifth council at Constantinople - ‘
The Suevi converted from Arianism -
A story of Anatolius like one_ in Virgil
Hormisdas I, - -
St. Euphemia’s church at Chalcedon -
John the faster, bishop of Constantinople
Leovigildus king of Spam - -
His doxolo,
Chilperic, iyng of thc.. Franks -
Theodorus the monk’s two cages -
A droll canon made by the council of Magon
Gontran, king of the Franks, his reverence for sanc-

tuaries’ - - - -
St. Columbanus turns a bear out of his cave -
Sabas the monk, a lion quits his den to him -
St. Gregory, pope - -
Dispute about the palpablhtv of the resurrecuon body
Bodies of St. Peter and St. Paul .- -

Filings of St. Pyul’s chain
Sercnus’ bishdfh of N'araexllcs and Grcgory ] dxspute

about images
‘Paulus Diaconus turns th«. em.hamtwal bmd into

flesh -

Recaredus, king’ ot the \’mgoths, forsakes A.namsm -

- The Arian clergy were generally-married -
Vulsilaity a piltar monk in the West -

The du..c(mzce between the eastern and western monks

Page
156
158
158
158
159
159
161
161
161

161

162

163
163
163
163
163
164
164
164
164
164
164
165
165
166
166
168
168
168
168

168
168
169
169
169
170
171

- 178

173
173
173
- 173
174



CONTENTS.

Page
Ani uupostor in Gaul calls himself Christ - 174
of Tours - 174
A council in Spain try Arian rehques by ﬁre - 172
St. Austin’s teachings in Britain - 174
Simeon Stylites, jun. - - - 175
Jacobites, or Monophysita - 175
Rise of Tritheists - 175
Christianity propagated in Chma by the Nestorlans 176
Valdenses settle in Piedmont - 176
El ius’s system of rehglon - - 176
omet - ‘ - 176
Fourth council of Toledo - - 176
Rotharis, king of the Lombards - - 176
Clovis I1., a story of him unravelled - - 17
No councils helr\y ithout permiission of the princes 178
Theodorus, the pope, writes condemnations of Here-
tics with a pen dipped in consecrated wine - 178
Photius deposed - 178
Carolus Calvus, his treaty wnh Bernard slgned san-
guine eucharistico - 178
Council of Lateran agamst the Monothehtes - 178
Amri burns the Alexandrian library . - 179
Isdegardes, the last king of the Persians - 179
Monothelites - 179
Osui king of Northumberland’s reason for keepmg
Easter on the same day as kept at Rome 180°
ﬁ:ns Graecus invented - 180
clergy commanded to get the At.hanasnan Creed
- 180
Stu L% - . . - 180
Venerable Bede - 180
Councils make canons agamst the wnckednesc of
bishops 180
Decrees that the euchanstxc bread shall be gwen
rt from the wine - - 181
Seb i, king of Essex; turns monk - - 181
Imma released from his fetters by his brother’s say-
- ing mass- 181
The art of making glass brought into England - 182
Sixth general council of Constantinople anathema-
tize the pope for heresy . - 182
. call Poly-
chronius before them ’ - 182
Transubstantiation unknown in the Latin church in -
681 : - - 183
The addition of F:lwque made to the Nicene Creed 188
188

Council at Toledo release subjecg from their allegiance
g



\

xil CONTENTS,

Pope Leo I1. anathematized » 188
Another council at Toledo concerning the nghts of
princes and subjects - - 183
Theodorus writes a summary of the ducrplme of
Greeks and Latins 183
The Constantinopolitan councxl in Trullp - 183
Spanish Jews charged with treason by the council of
Toledo, and cruelly treated - 184
The Mussulmans put an end to the Roman power in
Afric, and burn what books they can find -184
Introductlon of Chusuamty in Chma by the Nesto-
rians - 184
Bishops in partzbus zrgﬁdehum - 184
The authority of the clergy more extensnve in the
West than in the East, and why - - - 188
The assumption of the Vu'gm, F doctnne not
broached in the year 704 - 186
The cle take arms - 187
Radbod, of the Frisons, refusee bapmm, and why 187.
A councll at ome forbids godfathers and godmothers
marrying one another ~ 187
The caliph Yezid destroys images in churches ~ 187
Leo the emperor abolishes images - 187
Eating horse-flesh forb;d by Gregory III, - 189
Bonifacius - wo—-lst
The Mohammegdans in Spaln make laWt to curb the
Christians - 190
Conétantinus Copronymus - 191
' - presents Pepin with an organ - 191
Pepm gwes twenty-two cities to the pope . - 191
Constanting’s opinion of the Virgin Mary « 191
Chaplains, first mention made of them - - 192
Form of baptism used by an ignorant prlest in Bavaria 192
Gevilieb, the bishop, fights - 192
Monastcry of Fulda exempted from all but the pope 198
Astolphus, king of the Lombards, takes Ravenna - 193
A general council of Tconoclasts, near Constantinople 193
An as=cmb|y at Quiercy, the pope present - 198
The pope forges a letter of St. Peter to Pepln - 193
Con monal baptism - 193
Leprosy held a sufficient cause to dlssolve amarriage 193
The pope’s letters dated*from the reign of the egpperor 193
The pope presents Pepin with a nighi-clock - 194
A council held in France about the processmp of the .
Holy Ghost - - 194
A council at Rome in favour of 1mage-worshlp 104
Qharla the Great destroy« a Saxon temgle ' - 104



CONTENTS, xig

Chatles the Great puts an end to the kmgdom of the M :
Lombards - 104
Leo the emperor - - - 194
Constantine, his successor, ed by Iteue - 194
The second - Nicene council held in favout of image-
worship - 194
A'counci} in England forbids the cumng off horses’ .,
ears and tails, or eating their flesh - - 195
Charles the Great has leave from the pope to ravage
Bavaria - 198 .
forblds blshops to keep fools - 195
his laws about Lent - - 196
The French bishops’ opinion of i unages - - 195—20%
A new heresy in Spam : - 195
Alcuin - - 196--197
Council of Francfort - - 196
Armon, archbishop of Salsburg - - 197
Scholastics - 197
Charles the Great crowned emperor of Rome - 197
a friend to literature - - 199
A council at Aix la (gat;z‘i*peﬂe about the Filioque - 108
t%‘am“n, or Aby Abdallah, cahph - 198
- 199
Styl;tz - 199
Charlemain’s laws in favour of the church - 200
The emperor Leo, the Armeman, agamst images - 200
Theodorus Studxtes - 200
Michael the emperor’s account of“olaten - 200
Images are carved statues as well as pictures - 201
Bishop Basil requires the clergy tp repeat by heart
Athanasius’s Creed every Sunday, and the people oo
the Lord’s Prayer and Apostles reed - 20}
Pope Leo’s offerings and repairs of churches - 201
Council in England, and their decrees about keeping
the eucharist in churches, signing with the cross,
and baptism by infusion - - 202
- Eucharist, disputes in France aboutiy 202
Eucharistical elements not adored ul! the twelfth
century - 203
Ornaments in churches repl‘eientmg the assumpuon
of the Virgin Ma - 203
Claudius, bishop of Turin, against images - 203
Theophilus, the emperor, an Iconoclast - - 203
Michael, his son and succcssor, estabhshu image- :
worlh}p -'203
The feast of orthodoxy estabhshed - - 208

Opinions about receiving the body of Christ ~ - 204




xiv CONTENTS.

Joannes Scotus : - - -
" Godeschalcus - -

Controversies about grace, &c. -

Christianus Druthmarus -

Exactions of bishops restrained -

Anonymous reliques -

Paulicians persecuted by Theodora -

Michael the emperor’s character -

Bishops assume a power of deposing kings

Pope Joan - -

Carolus Calvus

Huldericus, a German blshop, opposes the pope

Photius, patriarch of Constantinople-

Rodolphus qualitied for orders by a temporal estate

4neas and-Ratram defend the Filioque -
ZEneas grounds the pope’s supremacy on Constan-
tine’s grant -

Adrian the pope appomts Louis _successor to Lo-
tharius * -

humbled by Carolus Calvus -

Council of Troyes forbxd any to sit in the bishop’s
presence

John VIII. approves of the Gospel bemg read in the

vulgar to
Athanasmsnglshop of Naples, absolved by the pope,
on condition he cuts the Saracens’ throats -
Basilica - - -

Pope Stephen condemns Formosus, his predecessor

A canon to forbid plundenng the pope’s palace, &e.
on his death

Bungarians - -

A form of excommunication with a lamp

Alfred -

Leo the cmper ormamed a fourth wnfe contrary to

the Greek canons . - - -
Sergius HI., pope - -
The Normnans embrace Chnstlamty - -
John X., pope - - -
phe patriarch in confidence - -
lln XI.,, por( - - -
Paul the mon - -
St. Bruno, archbishop of Cologne - -
John XII ,-pope - .- -
T’neophxlus the pamarch - - -
Otho - - -

Edgar’s ecclesmstlcal laws
Mayeul; abbot of Clugni, refused belng pope
i

Page
304——910

3

204 -
205

205

205

208

209

210

210

210

210
211=215
214

214 -

214

- 214
- 214

- %14
- 213

215
215
216

216
216
217
217

291
221
221
221
221
292
292
292
2922 :
223 .
223
293
823



Alexander II. writes in favour of the JeWs

1

235

CONTENTS. Xxv
Page
Suidas ' - g4
Christianity esta.bhshed among the Rusmno - 224
LZlfric - 224, 288
Pope John XV. canonizes Uldmc - - 294
Pope Gregory V. - - - 225
Axmpo John XVI. - 225
- Festival of All Souls and worship  of the Virgm Mary 225. 234
Robert, king of France, excommunicated - 925
Pope Sylvester II. - - - 225
Realists and Nominalists - - 226
Kyrieeleison and Paralipomenon sainted, and he who
could read Greek passed for a sorcerer . - - 226
Times of ignorance and superstition - - 226
A Saxon homily against transubstantiation - 228
Leutard set up as a prophet - 298
A fanatic at Ravenna taught that the heathen poets
should be believed in - 220 .
Many heretics from Sardinia - 229
Peter made pope by name of Sergius IV - 229
" The Jews persuade the prince of Babylon to destroy
the church of the sepulchre at Jerusalem - 229
The Jews cruelly treated ° - - 230
A false pilgrim burnt - - - 230
A new head of John the Bapust - - 230
Bouchard bishop of Worms ' - 230
Manichzans, or Paulicians 230. 949 804. 316 322, 325
John XIX. made pope by money - 230
Council of Anse reject a plea of pnvx]ege granted
by the pope ~ 231
Simony universally pracused - - 231
Guido the musician invented the gamut - 231
Church bells baptized - - - 231
Tenets of some honest converts - - 231
Bloody rain - 233
Theophylact pope, by name of Benedlct IX. - 233
Sylvester T1I. - 233
The emperor St. Henry persuaded to leave off a cruel
diversion - - 234
Casimire, a mouk, kmg of Poland , - 234
Abbot Richard’s pllgnmaoe - - - 234
)r‘y VI., pope - - - 234
his letter to the patriarch - - 234
Dmsxon of the Bible into chapters - 235
Nicolas II., pope - - - 235
Dominicus Loricatus - - - 235
Trial by fire - 235 .



xvi CONTENTS,

A Pa
Architects brouglit fromt Constantinople to Italy 236 =
Adam of Breme’s History of Denma& ©.. - 236
Hildebrand lpcope, by name of Gregory VII. < 236
Heretics called Patarini - - - 238

%uarrels about investitures, or right of patronage 238
nselm, archbishop of Canterbuty a - 238

Lambertus the monk, an excellent writer - 238
Hugo, duke of Burgundy - - 239
Alexius Comnenus, emperor of Constantinople 239
Ignis Greecus used in war - - 239

ogomili heretics - - - 939
Basilius - . - < 239
Carthusian order founded by St. Bruno = ™ + 240
Roscelinus’s opinion of the Trinity - - 940

The popes require the public service to be in Latin 241
A custom for priests to pronounce the words of con-

secration in the eucharist sulmissa voce - 249
Croisades and croisez 242. 249, $50. 318. 315, 316. 393, 394.

The corruption and ignorance of ecclesiastics 244
‘Witnesses of the trut . - 845
Scholastic and mystic divini - - 946
Warm contentions between the Latins and Greeks 246
The pope and patriarch anathematize one another 246
Berengarius - : - - 9247
Papa, a name given to all bishops - - 947
Ildebert, bishop of Mans - - 247
Trials by fire, water, and cakes, &c. - - 247
St. Nicolas Peregrinus - - - 248
Sacrament received in both kinds - - 249
The Jews persecuted by the croisez - - 249

Franks, their behaviour in the emperor’s dominions 850
Fleury’s Remarks on Ecclesiastical History, from the

year 600 to 1100 - - . 250—206
¢ Judgments on Rome for her crimes - 251
¢ Declension of literature - « 252
¢ False legends - - - 253
¢ Temporal promises to princes . - - 255
¢ Reliques and impostutes - -~ 255
¢ Pilgrimages - - - 257
¢ Eastern church - - - 258
¢ Clergy become hunters and fighters 261
¢ Bishops’ temporalities - - 261
¢ Alliance of episcopacy and temporal do-
minion very mischievous - - 9264.282

¢ Abuses in the East - T - 267

¢ Charisticarii ~ = . 267



CONTENTS. xvii

Pa;
* Wealth of religious houses = = 267 =
¢ Simoniacal contracts - 268-—270
¢ Impiety and contempt of religion - 269
¢ Marriage of ecclesiastics, and violence of
¢ the laity - - - 270
¢ Penances, censures, and compcnsauons 273
¢ Excommunication - 274
¢ Popes deg:;.rt from moderation - 277
¢ Gregory VIL + - 278,281
¢ Mischiefs from the pope’s high notlom 279
. ¢ Wiser maxims of antiquity - - 280
¢ Bishops - - - - 282
¢ Councils - - 283
*¢ Objects of study a.nd schools - - 284
¢ Monasteries and monks - - ‘285,290
¢ Ceremonies - - - 289
- € gthes lar l . = 202
¢ Divine service in the pular lan e 292
¢ Result of this stcouprs: guag - 294
Observations on Fleu - - - 206
The strenﬁtb of prejudice and education - 296
Fleury builds on two positions :

1. That the church of Rome cannot err ;

2. That it has not erred - - 297
Heresies of the church of Romc - - 297
Infallibility, a dream - - 298
The rights of the church and state - - 298
Churc ﬁ the sense of that word in Scripture and

Anﬂqmty - - - 299
No one fond of excommumcauon but those who
make a trade of it - - - 299
Conversion of barbarous nations - - 299
Prester John - - 300
Guibert writes an account of the hol - 300
The regard paid to literatureand the li ral arts, owing
e emperor’s munificence, and vigilance of the
Constannnopohun prelates - - 300
Schools and universities founded - - 301
Roman Law - - 302
© - - 302,.308
m{’aschal absolved by a councll - 303

excites Robert, count of Handers, to
make war'with Henry IV. and the clergy of Liege 303

Robert D’ Abriselles - 304
The Life of Henry IV. written by an- elegant author 304
Paschal’s orders about the euchanst - - 304
Abelard condemned U - 304,314 .

Vou. Il - c



’

xvili LONTENTS.

Concordatum between the pope and the emperor con-
“cerning the election of ecclesiastics - -
Bishops 1n council complain of the monks -
Tanchelm, a wicked heretic at Antwer, -
Guibert’s Treatise on Reliques and the Tooth of Chnst
Otto converts the Pomeranians - -
Joannes Cremensis - - -
Knights Templars - 307. 319. 323.
Two popes elected - - -
William of Malmsbury
Tilts and tournaments forbid by the couacil of Rhelms
Council of Lateran -
Pof[i)eflnnocent I1. compares ecclesnastlcal dlgnmes to -
efs -
The canons of cathedrals clalm a right to elect their
bishop - -
Arnold de.Bresse bumt - -,
Controversies about the immaculate concepnon
Massaliani, or Euchetee -
Waldenses and Albigenses 3 lo, 31 l 322. 325,
Cathari, or Puritans - . -
St, Bernard - -
Saracens, their cruelties aecounted fox
Gilbert, bishop of Poictiers -
Eon, a French heretic - -
St Hildegardis, afanatical nun -
Frederic and Pope Adrlan s interview
Gratlan 8 decree . - -
Foreign heretics in England -
Transubstantiation, that word ﬁrst used by Petrus
Blegensis -

HE I S [ LI

,Joannes Cinnamus - -
Demetrius - - -
Island of Rugl -

Suantovit, the idol, ongmally St. Vitus

Saxo Grammancus ‘

Alexander I1]. pope, ‘makes peace with Fredenc
pope, chosen by the caldmals, under

his decree
e the first that proclanmed war ag,mnst
heretics - -
-~ added canomzatmn to the major causes
exercised the power of creatmg kings

Thomas Beeket

Assassins, a sect of Mahomctans -
Rabbins - - - -
Council at London - -

-

Page
304
305 .
- 305
306
307
307
400. 415
308
- 308
308
308

308

308
309
309. 312
309
366037‘ o
310
223,314
314
315
315
313
315
316
316

316.37%
316
316
317
317
317
318

- 318
318
318
318
318
319

320
320



€ONTENTS. nx

. Page
Order-of St. James - - 820 .
" Petrus Comestor - - 320

A council of Lateran forbids exactions by bishops 321
A council of Lateran requires an estate as an eccle-

siastical title - - - - 321
~———-— its-canon about societies of Lepers - 321
——— condemns Peter Lombard’s heresy - 321
The poverty of some bishops - - 821
Bt. lp,:ureme, srchbishop of Dublin - 321
Manuel Comnenus the emperor - - 822
Lucius IIT. elected pope - - 892
Philip of France expels the Jews - - 829
The Eatins in Constantinople massacred - 893
The Sicilians take Thessalonica - - 823
Eustathius - - - - 823
The Livonians converted - - - 323
Saladin takes Jerusalem- - - 828
Jews in England massacred - - 393
Celestin [11. pope - - - 823
‘Stercorarize, the pope’s chairs - - 324
Pope Joan’s statue - . - 394
Teutonic knights - - - 250.87%
Miracles very commeon and cheap - - 325

The Greeks erase the first writing on antient manu-
scripts, to write on the same parchment again - 324

Innocent TIL. pope - - 325, 370.380
Order of the Kgry Trinity - - 325
Festival of fools - - - 325
The pope threatens to excommunicate the emperor

of Constantinople - - - 326
Heretics persecuted - - - 326

The manner of punishing unfaithfulness in Germany 326

The corrupt state of rcligion - - 396
Fleury’s Discourze on Ecclesiastical History - 399—365
¢ Credit given to false decretals - 330
¢ The pope’s consent not necessary to coun-
¢ cils - - - 331
¢ Bishops may be judged by councils - 332

¢ The pope has no power of translating bishops 334
¢ The erection of new sees belongs to

- ¢ councils - - -
¢ Suppression of bishoprics not in the pope

'I“h alone - - -
¢ The 's authority supported by false

¢ decretals PR B sas
¢ Non-obstante clause in the pope’sbulls - 337
¢ Court of Rome - . - 337

334

335



XX CONTENTS.

. \ Page
€ Gratian’s decree - - 340
¢ Thomas Becket - - 340
¢ Innocent III., his answer to the  emperor - 341
¢ Thc false foundation of the pope s temporal
¢ power - 343
¢ Bishops' becommg lords agamst the pri-
¢ mitive institution - 344
¢ No see but that of Rome admlts a plea for
¢ umtmg the temporal and spiritual power 348
¥ The pope’s legates - - 350
¢ Eessation of provincial councils - 852
¢ Fhe pope’s confirmation of conventions 352
¢ Pope’s residence and subsidies - 553
“ The duty of an historian - - 353
¢ "Fhe rigour of the church condemned - 354.338
¢ Moderation ceased after the eighth century 357 ‘
¢ Penances chgnged - ~ 358
¢ Pecuniary mulcts - - 360
¢ Indulgences’ - - - 362
Strictures on Fleury’s Dissertation - - 365—367
Prostration at the host, and bells used with it - 867
The pope elects the emperor of Germany - 367
The Italian, French, and Spanish languages sprang
from the Roman rustic - 367
Water mixed with wine at the eucharnst and dnq-
putes whether changed into blood, and whether
the body of Christ in the eucharlst was received
corruptible or incorruptible, and whether Christ’
performed natural actions - - 368
Hanging and burning heretics the universal practice 368
The croisez take Constantmop]e, and make a Latin
emperor - 368
Louis I1X., or St. Louts, his hatred of heretics - 369 .
St. Dommlc - - - 369. 373
The curates at Paris bad a dish from wedding dinners
as a fee - - - 369
St. Francis’ - - - 370, 371
St. Clara -'370
Tnnocent TIT. foretells the downfall of Mahomet - 370 -
‘Brunetto Latini speaks of the mariner’s compass - 370
Transubstantiation - - - 3N
King John of England like a vassal to Innocent ~ ~-371
Impostors - 371
Louis VIIT. heads a cronsade against the .Alblgenses 371
Inquisition - 372, 373. 376. 382. 431
A story of a ramblin ch .- --37¢2
Gregory 1X. Papal impudence - - 372



CONTENTS.

xx1
Page
The books of the Old and New Testament in the
vulgar tongue forbidden - 372
Antony of Padua - - - 373
Clandestine marriages declared null - - 373
Blshop Grosthead - 373
Grego: IX forbids the Greeks to show the holy ﬁre 373
Matt. - - 373
Jewish books burnt in France - - 374
Flagellantes - - - 367. 381. 420. 425
Feast of the sacrament - - - 374
Errors condemned at Paris - - 374
Pragmatic edict against papal oppresswn - 375
Roger Bacon - 375.360
Communion in both kmds in En land - 375
Jacobus de Voragine, his legen and translation of
the Scriptures_ - - 375
Joannes de Parisiis, his treatise on the eucharist - 375
prodigy at Constantinople C- - 875
Ralmongy Lulle, an enthusiast - - 376
A Jew burnt for stabbing the host . - 876
Acre taken, and the Haly Land lost - - 876
John Pecham, archbishop of (,anterbury - 876
Jews accused without proof - 8768
Saracen principles better than those of the Latins - 377
Prevalence of the Aristotelic philosophy - . -378
The liberal arts cultivated by European princes - 878
Frederic I1. emperor - 379
Alphonsus X. - - - 379
Schools at various places, and university at Paris - 379
Robert de Sorbonne founds a college of divines - 379
Philology did not keep pace with other learning - 379
Arnoldus Villanovanus - - 380
Vices of Greek and Latin prelates - - 380
New monastic orders - - 381
Fratricelli, or Beguardi, and other secta.nsts - 381
Albertus Magnus, Thomas Aquinas, Bonaventure - 381
A necessary caution in reading authors of these times 381
Cathari, Waldenses, Petrobrusiani, and others, per-
secuted - 382
Abbots, their method of getting nches - 382
Bishops and archbishops, their method of ﬁghtmg 382
Fleury’s Discourse on the Croisades - 383—412
¢ Their origin - - - 383 -
¢ Indulgcnces - - 386. 394, 39S
¢ Ecclesiastics take up arms - - 368
389

¢ Disorders committed by the croisez -



wxii CONTENTS.

Pa
¢ Their artival at and taking of Jerusalem - 390 .
¢ Cruel abuse of this success - - 390
" ¢ The fruits of this enterprise - - 390
¢ The pope’s exhortations censured - 391
¢ The second croisade - - 303
¢ The suspicion of the Greeks just - 392
¢ The pope excommunicates the croisez,
¢ but after their success thinks God was for
¢them C - - - 393
¢ Mischiefs from the taking of Constanti- .
¢ nople by the Latins - - 393
4 New objects of the croisade ' - 304
¢ Croisades numerous - - 895
¢ Taxes for the croisade, and Saladin tenth 395
f Quarrels hetween the legate and chiefs 396
¢ The princes who took the cross, and the
¢ pope quarrel - ‘e - 897
¢ New lords in the East - - 397
¢ Latin clergy of the East - - - 397
¢ Military orders - - - 399
# Ceasing of canonical penances - 401
¢ Wickedness of the croisez - 402 .
¢ Compulsion censured - - 404.408
* Temporal interest the motive in the
¢ Northern croisade - - 406
¢ The last croisade inconsiderable - 407
¢ Religion needs not human support - 408
¢ The method to convert Mahometans’ 409
Obstacles to the propagation of the Gospel - 411
‘Why Christianity can receive no good from Popish
missions - - - 412
Christians in general not qualified to make converts 419
Difficulties in converting Mahometans - 413
It would be better to send philosophers and students
than missionaries - - - 413
Philip le Bel’s answer to Boniface VIII. . - 414
The Greek empire attacked by Othman - 414.
Boniface VIII. establishes the Jubilee - - 415
Jews banished by Philip of France - - 415
Annates, begun by Clemens V. - - - 415
Apostolical, a sect so called, destroyed by a bishop 416
e lmights of St. John take Rhodes - - 416
Organs introduced into churches - - 416
Henry VII. the emperor, poisoned in the host - 416
An Arian princess poisoned in the same way - 416
416

John XX, - - -



CONTENTS XXy
- ' Page
Jews massacred by the Pastoureaux - - - 416
Marsilius writes like a Protestant in defence of the
eniperor - 417
The council of Avngnon complain of the hatred of
the laity - 417
The procession of the sacrament mtroduced - 417
Nicephorus Callistus - - - 417
Gulielmus Occamus - - 417
Lollards - - - 417—421
Richard Bury, bishop of Durham, his character - 418
Trinity Sun ay established - 419
Jacobus Furnerius pope, by name of Benedxct XII 49
Innocent VI. . - 419
Urban V. - - - 419
Petrarch - - - 419
uietists - - ~ 420
t. Catharine of Siena - - 420
John Blome digs in the monastery of Glaston for
Joseph of Arimathea’s body - - 420
Dancers, a sect - - - 420
Antipopes - ’ - - 420
‘Wickliff - - - 421
Fratres albi - - - 421
The emperor Manuel’s going to Rome was of service
to Europe as to literature - 421
Salter, or Sawtre, the first that was burnt for heresy
in England - - 422
John Huss, and Jerom of Prague - - 422.3.4
At the council of Pisa was read Gregory's decree
about the procession of the Holy Ghost from the
Father an the Son - - - 422
Alexander V., i ves the consecrated golden rose to the
marquis of - - - 422
Burgin burnt for heresy - 423
Bishop of Hildeshem, a: story of hlm - 423
Jews persecuted - - 423
The adventure of the Owl - - 423
Lithuanian and Samogite Pagans converted - 428
The council of Constance establishes the superxonty
‘of councils over the pope - - 424—425
the communion of one kind - 424
decrees against safe-conducts to heretics 424
The E;FhSh bishops of Constance cause a tragi-
comedy to be acted - - 425
A priest said to be miraculously converted - 425
Constitution of Martin V. in favour of the Jews . - 425
Adamnes - = - 425

S

e



xXIV CONTENTS _

Page

A pretended union between the Greeks and Latins ~ - 423
A contest, whether the doctrines of Plato, or Aris- .

totle, were to be preferred - 426—428
ZEneas Sylvius, afterwa:ds pope Pius II - 426
Taborites - 426
Nicholas V. pope - - - 426
Alphonsus - ~ 425
Mahomet II. takes: Constantmople, and secures the

library - - - 426
Cyrillus Lucaris, the patriarch - 427
Sixtus V. the pope, erects a bawdy-house at Rome a27
John 1I. kmg of Portugal - - 427
The pope’s power declinés with the revival of letters - 428
Hatred between the Greeks and Latins - - 428
The vices of popes and ecclesiastics - - 429
Reflections on the Spanish and Portuguese method ‘

of propagating the Gospel . - - 429
A list of persons supposed to be enemies to all re-

ligion - 430
The use of phllologv and polite hterature - 430
Remarks on the philosophers of these times - 430
Luther’s attack obliges his adversaries to seek out

new methods of defeace - - 431
Jesuits - - - 431
Julius II. L. - - 431
Luther - - - 431



REMARKS

ON

ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY.

A.D. ss7. THE emperor Constantius, instead of ex-
erting his authority in keeping the peace amongst his quar.
relsome subjects, became a bigoted patron of the Arians;
and suffered them to use the Consubstantialists very cruelly,
unless the fathers and historians of those times have de-
ceived us.. Some abatements must doubtless be made, on
account of their party zeal, at a time when the controversy
'was so hot. - ,

Ammianus Marcellinus represents him as a prince who
- was, of his own nature, ¢ inter bonos et malos medius:’ as
weak, timorous, suspicious, listening to informers and to
flatterers ; and cruel towards all who truly or falsely were
accused of treason. His lord of the bed-chamber and first
minister of state was one Eusebius, an eunuch, and a vile
fellow, with whom, as Ammianus® smartly observes, Con-
stantius had a tolerable share of interest: ¢ apud quem, si
vere dici debet, multa Constantius potuit.’ .

Constantius was chaste, temperate, and well skilled in
military exercises. : '

Socrates® gives an account how Arianism began to flou-
rish under Constantius. According to this historian, whe
by the way was a sworn enemy to the sect, an Arian pres-
byter, having free access to the palace, taught his doctrines to
the principal eunuch; he to his bretiwren, the slaves and
eunuchs of the family ; they to the girls and maids of ho-
nour ; these to the life-guards; and all of them to the
empress ; and she to the emperor. From the court it pre-

* xyiii. 4, where see the notes, K
b i.g, o

Vor. IIL. B
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sently got into the city, and became the daily subject of con.
versation in the streets, public-houses, and markets. Then
came quarrels, and then blows. Synods were called toge-
ther; and the public revenues suffered not a little by supply-
ing post-chaises for these everlasting episcopal journeys, says
Marcellinus.

¢ Constantius Christianam religionem absolutam et sim-
plicem anili superstitione confundens, in qua scrutanda per-
plexius quam componenda gravius, excitavit dissidia plu-
rima, qua progressa fusius aluit concertatione verborum:
ut catervis antistitum jumentis publicis ultro citroque dis-
currentibus, per synodos quas appellant dum ritum omnem
ad suum trahere conatur arbitrium, rei vehiculariz succide-
ret nervos°®.’ o
_ Better was the state of the church, in some respects, before
the days of Constantine ; when Clemens Alexandrinus, and
other fathers, could maintain some fantastical errors and phi-
losophical reveries, without being persecuted, excommuni-
cated, and anathematized by their brethren.

Athanasius, speaking of the Arian council of Ariminum,
reproaches those bishops, that, in their profession of faith,
they had dethroned Jesus Christ, and had set up Constan-
. tius in his place. You preface your creed, says he, with
compliments to Constantius, whom you call dscwdryv, your
supreme master, and aiwvioy Baociréa, everlasting hing ;
but you will not call Christ ai'diov, eternal. The Arians
were not so wicked as to prefer Constantius to Christ ; and
so far the charge of Athanasius was too severe, and rather
witty than true; but the compliments paid to the emperor
by these bishops were really scandalous. The only thing
that can be said for them is, that such titles, like some of
our modern titles, are always supposed to be words without
a meaning, and a kind of polite jargon.

It is strange that Chrisuan emperors of the fourth and
fifth centuries would suffer themselves to be called, Your
Eternity, Your Divinity, Your Gbdship, Numen?.

George, bishop of Alexandria, persecuted both the
Consubstantialists and the Pagans of Alexandria; and

€ xxi. 16. ) '
. 9 8ee Vossius De Idol. iii, 17. Barthius on Claudian, iii. Cons. Ho-
nor, Pref, 16. and Le Clerc, Parrhasian., i. 331.
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would compel them all to conform to his opinions. He was
hated by the populace, because he ruled them like a tyrant ;
and by men of rank and quality, because he presumed to
domineer even over magistrates and governors. The Pa-
gans held him in abomination, because he would not let
them sacrifice, and observe their religious rites; and be-
cause, taking soldiers with him, he plundered their temples
.of every thing that he could carry off.

If we had this account of him only from Sozomen and
other Consubstantialists, there might be some room to sus-
ppect that they had aggravated his faults. But Ammianus
gives him a very bad character :

¢ Born, as it was reported, in a fuller’s house, and raised
aup to the detriment of many, unhappily for himself and
-for the public, he was made bishop oy Alexandria ; a city
which, even by its own disposition, and without any pro-
~ vocation, is prone to frequent and violent seditions. But

these tumults were not a little increased by the behaviour of
the bishop, who whispered his tales in the credulous ears of
-Constantius, and accused many of disobedience and rebel-
lion, and took up the detestable trade of an informer ; for-
-getting his own profession, which recommends nothing but
what is just anid mild. He and two more were murdered ;
and these miserable men might have been saved and pro-
-tected by the Christians, if George had not been an object of
universal hatred®.’

Sandius, in his Nucleus Hist. Eccles. seems to represent
this bishop as a saint and a martyr.

About these times the encroaching Julius, bishop of
ROhflC, claimed much more authority than belonged to
him,

Whilst the ‘Arian controversy was warmly carried on,
-Athanasius and his partisans went to Rome, and engaged

- .Julius in their favour, by putting themselves under his
protection. There they contributed, though it was not their
Aintention, to augment the insolence and the usurpations of
the Romish see: for the good pope neglected not his own

e Amm. Marc. xxii. 11.
f Socrates, ii. 17, where see Valesius and Louth, Sozomen, iii. 8

B2
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interest ; and followed the important maxim, ¢ Bonj pras-
sulis est ampliare jurisdictionems.” ‘ ‘

They were like the poor horse in the fable, who, having
taken the man on his back to fight the stag, brought a
cursed slavery on himself, and entailed it on his posterity :

¢ Non equitem dorso, non frenum depulit ore.’

In the time of Constantius, Sapor, the Persian king, be-
sieged Nisibis, but could not take it ; many miracles being
wrought for its protection by James, the bishop of that city.
So Theodoret® assures us. Valesius observes, that Theo-
doret hath made some ristakes in his relation of the story.

James of Nisibis is said to have been a very good man,
. and a worker of severdl miracles. His piety we have no
reason to call in question: of his miracles there is some
cause to doubt. Here is one of them, by way of sample,
. as it is gravely related by Theodoret and Theodorus
Lector :

. As James was come into Pefsia, he passed by a fountain,
where some young women were washing their linen, who
making an indecent appearance, instead of covering them-
selves, stared at him in an impudent manner. Upon this
‘he cursed the fountain, which instantly dried up, and
‘changed the hair of the girls from a black to a sandy colour.
‘Being humbly entreated by the inhabitants of the town, he
restored the fountain to them; but left the girls their red
(or gray) hair, because they had not applied to him, and
begged pardon'.

Gallus, the brother of the emperor Julian, took up the
‘body of the martyr St. Babylas, and devoutly transported
it from Antioch to Daphne; which he did by inspiration,
says Chrysostom De Babyla. He loved, it seems, to prate
about religion, and held martyrs and martyrs’ bones in great
veneration ; and had, as Jerom informs us, a princely dis- -
position, regiam indolem. In truth, he was a worthless,
stubborn, cruel prince. A proper person to have inspira-
tions, and angels and saints at his bed’s head !

¢ See S. Basnage Aann. ii. 783. Wetstein. Prol. ad N. T. p. 19,
k ii, 0. 1 Tillemont H. E. vii, 261, S. Basnsge ii.-§04.
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¢ En animam et mentem, cum qua Df nocte loquantur!

What Marcellinus relates concerning visions of another
sort presenting themselves to Gallus, seems more probgble :

¢ When he slept, his sleep was restless, and he was
haunted in his dreams by terrible apparitions; and those
whom he had slain seized him, as he thought, and dragged
him away, and tormented him*.’ ‘ )

It was contrary to the Roman laws, and according to the
common notions of mankind, it was ever accounted an ir-
religious and sacrilegious thing, to disturb the ashes of the
dead ; unless they had died abroad, and were brought back
to their own country',

¢ Qui corpus perpetuse sepulturz traditum, vel ad tempus
alicui loco commendatum nudaverit, et solis radiis ostenderit,
piaculum committit™.’

Babylas is said, on this occasion, to have put the devil to
flight, and to have silenced the oracle of Apollo Daph-
néus. Julian afterwards sent the martyr back, civilly
enough, to his own original grave, where the Christians
would not let him lie at quiet, but moved him again to some
other place : for in those days the bones of a martyr had as
little rest as a dog in a wheel. ' ’
. Constantius, who was a zealous relique-monger, ordered
the body of Timothy to be broufgrht from Ephesus, and those
of St. Andrew and St. Luke from Achaia, to Constanti-
nople ; and thus (A. 856.) began the carrying of reliques
from place to place, and the invention of ten thousand lies
concerning the wonders wrought by the dead; all which
must have greatly scandalized the Pagans™. :

It is observable that the saints, whose exuvie wrought so
many miracles in the fourth and following centuries, lost all
their power or inclination to perform them at the Reforma-
tion. Doubtless they were offended at the wickedness of

k xiv. 11, S

1 Upon a ‘monument, mentioned by MabHllon, are engraved these
words : } :

¢ Qui hic minxerit, aut cacaverit, babeat Deos superos et inferos
s’ . ,

m Paunlus Recept. Sentent. L. i. . .

» Fabricius B. Gr. vii. 172. 8. Basnage ii. 835. Middleton Pref. to
Latter from Rome. . . " e
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the Protestants, and gre& sullen upon it: as Catullus® ob-
serves concerning the Pagan gods: -

¢ Sed postquam tellus scelere est imbuta nefando,—
Omnia fanda, nefanda, malo permista furore
Justificam nobis mentem avertere Deorum.
guare nec tales dignantur viserc ceetus,
ec se contingi patiuntur lumine claro.’

A. 344. Sapor, the Persian king, instigated by the Magi
and by the Jews, persecuted his Christian subjects, and put
multitudes of them to death, who suffered with the utmost
constancy and courage the most inhuman and horrible tor-
tures ; which is a good proof that they were virtuous and
pious people. It is well known that the Persians were al-
ways barbarous and brutish in their punishments: it is
usually so in despatic governments. SozomenP gives an
account of this persecution. The relation is simple, ho-
nest, reasonable, and very different from the style and man-
ner of most of the Martyrologies ; and it was probably taken
from the Memoirs of the Christians of Persia, Syria, and
Edessa, who lived at the time. The sufferings of these Per-
sian Christians- were accompanied with no miracles, with
none of the fantastical prodigies so often recorded on those
occasions ; which makes the narration the less liable to sus-
picion. ‘

It is to be supposed that these eastern Christians, who had
lived by connivance and toleration under a Pagan king,
were better and more religious men than the Christian sub-
jects of Constantius, who had nothing to fear at that time
from unbelievers, and no persecution to endure, except that
which they carried on against each other with wonderful
alacrity. ' ~ :

A meteor was seen in the east, and at Jerusalem, re-
presenting a cross; and was accounted a miraculous sign9

A. 361. Eusebius of Samosata had been suspected
and accused of Arianism; yet he was a Consubstantialist.
The Arians and the Consubstantialists had agreed to choose

- Meletius: to be- bishop of Antioch, and subsctibed to it,
each party imagining that he was on thejr side. The

° Epith, Thet. etPel.  Pii.g. 9 Socratesii. 26. Sozomen,
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Arians, finding themselyes mistaken in their man, wanted to
get the subscription out of the hands of Eusebius, with
whom it had been deposited, to be kept by him. Con-
stantius therefore sent an officer to command him to deliver
itup; and to tell him, that if he refused, his right-hand
was immediately to be cut off by the emperor’s order. This
was a stratagem contrived to intimidate him; for the em-
peror did not intend that the threatening should be executed.
Eusebius held forth both his hands, and bade him cut them
off ;. for, said he, 1 will not betray the trust. When Con-
stantius heard of it, he greatly admired and commended the
prelate for his courage and constancy. Valens afterwards
banished Eusebius, and sent an officer to carry him away to
Thrace. The officer came and told his order to Eusebius,
who advised him by all means to keep it secret ; for, said
he, the people here are so full of zeal, that, if they knew
your errand, they would instantly rise, and seize you, and
fling you into the river; and so I should be the unhappy
cause of your death. Eusebius therefore, at midnight,
silently departed with the messenger.

An Anan bishop was put in his place; but the people of
Samosata would not speak to the new prelate, and shunned
the very sight of him.

A. 341. Of the Canons of the Council of Antioch,
the twenty-fifth is concerning ecclesiastical revenues. It
orders, that bishops shall have out of them as much as suf-
ficeth for food and raiment, and exercising hospitality ; and
no more'. ‘ ) .

A. 3850. The emperor Constans was slain by the tyrant
Magnentius.  Athanasius and Baronius make him a saint .
and a martyr ; titles to which he had small pretensions. But
he had been a high-chyrch-man ; and that was enough.

¢ Constans,’ says Athanasius, ¢ a most holy prince, was mur-
dered by the execrable Magnentius, and received the crown of
ma; c{om.’ There are indeed many proofs that Constans
wasrz:ll of zeal for the church : but if we may say the plain
truth, his morals were most unworthy of a Christian and
a martyr. When a prince showed an affection for the
bishops, and for the peace of the church, as a kind of
atonement for his vices, the antients complimented him

r §, Basnage ii. 778, Fleury iii. 286.
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with the title of ‘most religious, and bestowed it even upon
Gallienus. Though willing to commend whatsoever was
commendable in Constans, yet we cannot approve his dis-
solute life%; '

Zonaras gives him an exceeding bad character.

In this century, the monastic life came into great vogue;
and along with it pious frauds, and the spirit of persecution.

¢ Many monks, for a considerable time before, had dwelt
.each of them alone in the desert parts of Agypt: but An.
tony, in the year 305, first collected them into societies in
Zgypt. So that in a short time the east abounded with
men, who, forsaking the affairs and the conveniences of
life, and all commerce with the public, pined away in
hunger, thirst, bodily pain, and macerations of all sorts,
that they might ascend to a communion with angels and
with God.’

This melancholy discipline passed over from the eastto
the west ; and first it crept into Italy, and thence by de-
grees into other provinces of Europe. But they who would
be well acquainted with the nature of this religious system,
should observe, that there was ever a wide difference between
the western and the eastern monks; and that the former
could never be tied up to the cruel severities which were pracs
tised by the latter. The truth is, our part of the world
doth not so much abound with persons by nature rigid,
morose, fanatical, and crack-brained, as those regions do,
which are exposed to the eastern sun; nor can our bodies
endure the same abstinence and harsh discipline, which
they are capable of bearing who are natives of a dry and
burning climate.

. To these religious distempers, two capital errors are ta
be added, which, in this age, were almost generally adopted 3
and from which innumerable calamities were derived. -

The first is : To lie and to deceive becomes a virtue, if
yeligion can be profited by it. The second is ; The wrong
notions and mistakes of men in matters of faith, if upon
admanition they are not renounced and anathematized, are
to be chastised with bodily pains and punishments. A

It is hard]y poesibleto enumerate the multitude of ridis
ealous legends, false reports, and pious lies, which was

¢ Basnage i, a0,
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propagated and continued through all ensuing ages, to the
grievous detriment of true religion, by virtue of the first
of these maxims, which indeed had found reception in the
foregoing centuries, in some measure. A curious and cri
tical examiner of the actions and writings of the most eminent
and pious doctars of this age, will, I fear, find almost all of
them infected with this leprosy ; not excepting Ambrose,
or Hilary, or Augustin, or Gregory Nazianzen, or Jerom.
And perhaps, by the same principle, Sulpitius Severus, in
other respects a man of good sense, ‘was induced to ascribe
so many miracles to his hero St. Martin. .,

The latter of the abovementioned maxims, being ap-
proved by many, as soon as Constantine had given peace
and power to the church, and corroborated by examples of
severity in the ensuing contests with the Priscillianists and
Donatists, and firmly established by the authority of Au.
gustin, was transmitted as wholesome doctrine and discipline
to the following ages*.

Many serious Christians would not be so misled by the
miracles of the fourth and following centuries, or so per.
plexed about them, or so fearful of rejecting them, if they
had considered how soon a notion got admitance ; that it
was lawful to lie and to deceive in behalf of Christianity
and of orthodoxy.

¢In the time of Constantine and of his successors, the
papyrus, or Agyptian paper, was still in vogue throughout
the empire. It was in this age, or thereabouts, that was
written the famous copy of the Gospel of St. Mark, which.
is still kept in the treasury of Venice. Ihave seen and ex-.
amined it, as far as one can examine a manuscript which
is almost entirely effaced, and so rotten, that, the leaves
sticking together, if you try to turn over one, all falls to
pieces. These leaves of Zgyptian paper seemed more delicate
than any of those which I have seen in different places. By
the form of the letters, it appeared to me the most antient
manuscript that is known ; and I believe it may safely be
affirmed, that, to set it at the lowest time, it is of the fourth
century. It is now one hundred and forty-six years since
it hath been deposited in a subterraneous vault, the top of -

l .
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which is lower than the neighbouring sea when it flows.
So that the water continually drops upon those whose curio-
sity brings them to view it. This extreme dampness has
reduced the poor book to such a condition that there is no
possibility of reading two words together. But it was le-
gible when it was first placed there, in 1564.

¢ The tax upon the importation of this paper being too
heavy, towards the end of the fifth century, or the begin-
ning of the sixth, Theodoric, king of Italy, an equitable
prince, relieved the public of this imposition®.’

. This Gospel of St Mark is in Latin.

Julian began' to reign A. 361, and died in 363. This
emperor had tolerable abilities, and a few good qualities,
debased with ridiculous and pedantic singularities, and with
great faults. He was a superstitious Pagan, and an inve-
terate enemy to Christianity. He was guilty of many mean,
mfamous, oppressive, unjust,” and inhuman actions towards
the Christians. Thus he ungratefully suffered Mark, bishop
of Arethusa, a venerable old man, to be cruelly tormented
by the Pagans, though Mark had saved Julian’s life, by hiding
him in a church, in his infancy.

The causes which brought on his apostacy might be per-
haps a hatred for Constantius, whom indeed he had no
great reason to esteem ; alove for philosophy ; the Arian
and Athanasian controversy carried on with so much fury;
and the behaviour of many ecclesiastics, which had not
been amiable and alluring ; a study of Pagan authors;
- and a familiar acquaintance with Pagan grammarians, posts,
orators, and philosophers. The Platonists took early pos-
sesssion of him, and made him not only a Pagan, but an
enthusiast like themselves. : :

It is a question not easily to be resolved, whether the
Christians might or might not have found some method
to soften him, and to make him at least a cooler adver-

. For, on the one hand, Julian loved to be praised ;
and, on the other, he was extremely obstinate and positive.
¢ Nusquam a proposito declinabat ; Galli similis fratris, licet
incruentus,’ says Ammianus. They might have commended

. Méntfaucon, Mem. de I'Acad. t. ix. et Ant. Expl. Suppl. t.iii:
p. 208. et Diar, Ital, Cavei.24. :
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what was really commendable in him; and have entreated him
to imitate the wise Ulysses (for Julian was a classical man),
who, in Homer, had the lovely character of being ¢ Father of
all his subjects* :* a character which no prince could hope to
obtain, unless he left every one free to choose his religion,
and to serve the Deity in his own way. But they had not
amongst them one apologist to try the experiment, and
to address him a discourse, handsomely drawn up, in favour
of religious liberty. Some Pagan philosophers undertook
. the honourable task, and exhorted Julian to allow all persons
liberty of conscience. To say the truth, the Christians in
Julian’s time were not in that way of thinking.

. € There was at Bercea a man illustrious on account of his
rank and station, but more so for his religious zeal. Hisson
had apostatized from the faith, and embraced Paganism ; for
which he expelled him from his house and disinherited him.
The young man applied to Julian, who undertook to re-
concile him to his father ; and invited the principal persons
of Bercea to an entertainment, amongst whom were the father
and the son. Julian caused them to sit down by him;
and, after some time, he said to the father, Itseems to me
not reasonable to force the inclinations; therefore do not
compel your son to follow your opinions, as I do not compel
you to follow mine, thoughI have it in my power to use
violence. Then the father, animated with a pious zeal, replied,
Do you speak to me, sir, in favour of a rascal abhorred of
God, who hath preferred lies to the truth? Friend, said
Julian, putting on the appearance of gentleness, let us
have no invectives: and turning to the son, he added, I
will take care of you myself, since I cannot prevail with your
father. This fact I thought it convenient to record, to show
the admirable boldness of this excellent man.’

Thus says Theodoret. But some persons perhaps will
be inclined to call the bishop’s judgment in question; and
to think that the father did not act prudently, and that
he lost an opportuuity of doing more service to the Christian
cause than could arise from discarding his son. He might
have said to the emperor; Though I am greatly dis-
pleased and concerned at my son’s bad choice, yet at your

X —garip & w fmios Jiv. Odyss. B. 233: y iii. 22:
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desire I will not disinherit him, upon condition that you
will grant us the same favour, that you will not disinherit us;
that you will consider yourself as our common parent, and
not oppress your Chritians subjects, or suffer others to insult
and injure them.

Justinian made a law that a son should not be disinherited
for entering into a state of monkery against his father’s
will,

Though the heart of Julian was fully set on subverting
Christianity, yet he omitted the most probable way to effect
it, which would have been to choose some person of family,
Teputation, and abilities, and of his own religion, and to adopt
him for his son and successor, who might carry on the great
and important scheme which he had begun, and re-establish
Paganism. Either he could not find a man altogether to his
mind, or he was not willing to share his power with another;
or he feared lest he should be served as he had served Con-
stantius, and raise up a Casar who might forget his ob-
Kgations. But by avoiding and declining this method,
his wild and ill-concerted plan of destroying Christianity fell
with him ; which was no more'than he might easily have
foreseen. After a very short reign, like the persecuting
emperors before him, he was cut oft in the midst of his days,
in his expedition against the Persians, undertaken rashly, and
- gonducted wretchedly. o

¢ They® who represent Julian as the greatest of men and
of princes, either are blinded by prejudice, or never at-
+ tentively perused his works, or know not the qualities which
make a man truly great and good. Take away his in-
geniousness, which yet was by no means superlative, his
military prowess, his love of literatnre, his knowledge of
the later Platonism, which was a fanatical jargon, and his
. patience in bearing toil and fatigue, the rest was a small
satter. To his good qualities many bad ones stand op-
posed : as a contemptible superstition, which is a sure mark
«of a little mind, a childish affectation of popular applause,
an excessive credulity and levity, a crafty and disingenuous
apirit, and an ignorance of solid and rational philesophy. If
i gome things he was a greater prince than any of the sons

* As Montesquien, and gthers,
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of Constantine, he was much inferior to Constantine, though
he ever affected to scorn and to censure him?’

Julian invited Chrysanthus, and other philosophers and ma-

gicians, to come and live at court. Chrysanthus declined
the favour ; and being appointed high-priest of Lydia by
the emperor, he exercised his function with great mo-
deration. He rebuilt no temples, whilst the Pagansgn other

“places were very busy at that work, and he did no harm to
the Christians. He and a few other philosophers behaved
themselves prudently on this flattering occasion, as foresee-
ing ®, without the help of magic, the revolution which might
probably soon ensue. These rats did not care to sail in 2
rotten ship. .

Julian, in an epistle to Arsacius, says;

I am willing to relieve the Pessinuntians, if they restore
the worship of the mother of the gods ; else they may ex-
pect from me, .not oaly no favour, but nothing less than the
effects of a just resentment :

. 4 b4 ’ b
O3 yap pot Sépig el nopulipers of insalpay
y ~ Y/ b ’
Aprg, oins Seoirw améyfovrau adavarory.

Thus they have given us these lines in Sozomen®. But
the second line may be corrected thus;

ANEPAS, of K& Jeoicty ATIEX@QNT adavazoioive
Julian took them from Homerd; '

O3 yotp pot Héuig iovl wouilépey, o) amomépmen
v ~ s ’

'Ayspa T0Vy 06 X& Seotaiy awéx%mt ponapsTa Iy

¢ Non enim mihi fas est excipere neque dimittere
Virum illum, qui diis invisus sit beatis.’

The Romans were plagued with a set of public officers,
belonging to the emperor’s court, called curiosi, and im-
beratoris oculi, partof whose employment was to go about .
as detectors of frauds and misdemeanors. These trading
Justices used to commit to prison whom they thought fit,
and extort money from the innocent, and share the plunder

2 Mosheim, 147. ¥ See Tillemont, H. des Emp. iv. 512,
°v.1Q. .- ‘dodm-'xl 73. ‘
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“ with the guilty ; and Libanius represents them as the vilest
of mankind. Constantius (A. 855.) published a law to curb
them, leaving them only the office of informers; and
threatening to make examples of them, if they accused any
man falsely. But Julian took a shorter and a more effectual
method, and totally suppressed them, and cleared the pa-
face and the country of this vermin. They crept into
office again, and were'turned out by Honorius ©.

These men were called  the eyes of the emperor.”” The
prophets of old weref called ¢ the mouth of the Lord’
Perhaps, says Dodwell 8, the Hebrews imitated the eastern
princes, who gave to their ministers the names of those
members of the body whose functions represented their
office. Thusin Persia there were officers who were called
¢ the eyes of the king " ;’ others ¢ the ears of the king’
And it is not improbable that Zachariah * alludes to this cus-
tom, when he calls seven angels ¢ the seven eyes of God.’

Julian kept a devil, by way of running footman ; and
sent him from Persia, to bring him back word what was
passing in the west. But Publius the monk stopped him,
by continuing in prayer for ten days together. This miracle

- converted one of Julian’s officersk.

When Julian sent to consult the gods concerning his Per-
sian expedition, the poor priest of one of the oracles was
so stupid, that he returned this response to the emperor, by
way of poetry :

Nvy wavres womilfnper Ocol vinng TpOT LI u.o;u'a‘ad‘gal
mage el worape Twy & éyw Hyspovebow Jovpog WOE
y.o' xAovog ”Aeng.

¢ Universi nunc Dii parati sumus victorizz tropaea ferre
juxta Ferum amnem : horum vero ego dux ero, violentus ac
bellipotens Mars!.’ - .

. By Swpi 7ro'razt/.a‘5, the priest, I suppose, meant the rver
Tigris. The editors of Theodoreét have not explained it.

In the time of this emperor, a boy, who was the son
a Pagan priest, embraced Christianity. A woman of great
piety, and a deaconess in the church, was intimate with the

¢ Cod. Theod. 1. vi. tit. xxix. p. 192. and Gothofred.

f Exod. iv. 16. vii. 1. _ . & De Jure Laicorum.

b See /Eschylus Pers. 984. and the notes of Stanley. -~ ' xV- 10+
k Tillemont, H. E: viii, 338. ! Theodoret. iii. 21
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boy's mother ; and had often exhorted the child to imitate
the Christians, and to be religious. The mother died, and the
child continued to visit the woman ; and, being desirous to
profess Christianity, asked her what method he should take.
She advised him to elope from his father, and to hide himself
in some other town.——So said, and so done. She took him
and carried him to Meletius, who kept him in an upper room.
The father, searching about for him, saw him peepin
out of the window ; and went directly up, and seized an
carried him home. First he whipped him, then he burned
him with an iron, and then locked ‘him up in a chamber.
The boy, left to himself, brake his father’s idols to pieces ;
and then, reflecting upon the danger he was in, he prayed
most earnestly to Jesus Christ to help him. Instantly the
door flew open, and he escaped, and went directly to the
woman. She took him again to Meletius, and he gave him
to Cyril of Jerusalem, who carried him to Palzstine, where
he dwelt safely; and, after the death of Julian, he made
himself known to his father, and converted him to Chris-
tianity. He told me' this story with his own mouth, says
Theodoret™, whén he was an old man.

Mark of Arethusa suffered under Julian. See Remarks
on Eccl. Hist. ii. 65, concerning this martyr or confessor ;
for it is not agreed whether he died of his torments or not.
The ecclesiastical writers, Socrates, Sozomen, Theodoret,
and Gregory Nazianzen, know only one Mark of Arethusa;
but Valesius conjectures that there were two, in his notes
on Sozomen . His proofs are not conclusive. There might
indeed have been more bishops than one in those times who

- had the name of Mark+ but we find only one Mark of
Arethusa. X

A. 362. Lucifer Calaritanus was a furious zealot, of
whose works Du Pin gives us this character; that they are
void of art, eloquence, reason, decency, and moderation ;
and delivered in a mean and barbarous style. This man
was the father of a schismatical party : for in those days, as
well as in these, every booby could make a sect.

A. 863. Jovian was advanced to the empire. He made
a law, says Themistius, that every one should be at liberty

™ jii, 14, ‘ny.10.
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to serve God after his own way; for which this Pagan

.orator highly commends him. The law is not extant, and
perhaps Themistius was, in some measure, mistaken ; and
the emperor had only declared that he would force no man
to act against his own consclence. See Fabricius®, and Til-
lemont?. Bleteried hath made some good remarks on the
occasion. I wish his countrymen may profit by them, and
Jearn at last to hate persecution. '

Jovian was persuaded, it is to be supposed, by the eccle-
siastics, to publish a decree’, that whosoever courted a nun,
and enticed her to marriage, should be put to death. This
law was judged too sever, and was mitigated in following
tumes.

Athanasius extolled the piety of Jovian ; and, by way of
recompense, promised him a long and happy reign.—Tyv
Baoietay per dpjyng worRais Ty TEpIOO0LG EMITENETELG.
¢ Imperium multis annorum curriculis pacate gubernaturus
es®)’

But the good bishop’s nayrixy failed him sadly ; and the
emperor reigned only one year, and died in the flower of
his age.

¢ Posterior autem pars hujus periodi in vulgatis Athanasii,
editionibus desideratur : eamque Baronius adjectam existi-
mat ab Ariano quopiam, qui Athanasium irridere vellet
tanquam falsum vatem. Neque enim imperium Joviani diu
steit. Mihi tamen nihil hic adulterinum ac supposititium
videtur : nec vituperandus idcirco est Athanasius, si Jovianus
non tot annos in principatu vixit, quot Athanasius eum vi-
‘vere optaverat®.’ '

This prophetic sentence, says Baronius, was foisted in by
the wicked Arians to ridicule Athanasius. An unprejudiced
critic would rather conclude that it -was left out of some copies
by.the Athanasians, lest it should give occasion to the Arians
to deride Athanasius as a false prophet. The passage is ge-
nuine, and the favourable interpretation of Valesius is pre-
ferable to the foolish conjecture of the cardinal; and
we mcy consider the words of Athanasius as words of

-gourse, as compliments and pious ejaculations 3 though cer-

© Bibl. Gr.viii. 56. - t Chron. Cod. Theod. p. Ixviii,
P Hist, des Emp. iv. 505.  * Apud Theodoret. iv. 3.
9 Hist. de Joviea. * Valesius.
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tainly it had been more prudent in him to have dressed
up his civilities rather in the form of a wish than of a
romise.

Jovian died suddenly; and Baronius, as being one of
the privy council of Heaven, declares that this emperor was
taken out of the world by a divine judgment, because he
had made a decent funeral for his predecessor Julian. So
then Jovian’s orthodoxy, and the kindness which he showed
to the Consubstantialists and to Athanasius, could not atone

for the horrid crime of showing some civility to Julian’s

bones.

Such churchmen are much fitter to draw up an index
expurgatorius, or to preside at an inquisition, than to write
ecclesiastical history®.

A. 863. A sect arose of men called Messalians, who,
if we may trust to ecclesiastical writers, were lazy vagabonds,
and frantic enthusiasts. They began to appear in a warm
* climate, in Mesopotamia, and thence repaired to Antioch.
The bishops eleared their dioceses of this vermin, by burn-
ing the monasteries into which they had gotten access, and
by sending them all into banishment. An expeditious
way certainly, but not the most Christian way of illuminatin
these heretics*. o

The father of this sect was one Peter, called Lycopetrus,
or Peter the Wolf; because, when he was to be stoned to

death for his blasphemies, he promised his followers that on -

the third day he would rise again. But at the time appointed,
the devil, in the shape of a wolf, was seen to come out from
under the stones. Thus saith Euthymius Zigabenus, a
monk of the twelfth century. ‘

A. 864, Valentinian I. was made emperor, and shared
the empire with his brother Valens.

He was a confessor, but in the military way ; for once, in
the presence of Julian, he buffeted a Pagan priest, who had
thrown holy water upon him; and, on account of this offence,
he was cashiered by Julian, and sent from the army into ba-
nishment. . ‘ .

He declared himself an enemy to all persecution, and a
tolerator of all religious sects. Ammianus says ;

- @ See Basnage iii. 1.

* Theodoret iv. 11. Basnage iii. 91. Tillemont viii. 527.

Vor. IIL C
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¢ Inclaruit hoc mederamine principatlls, quod inter reli-
gionum diversitates medius stetit ; nec quenquam inquietavit,

neque ut hoc coleretur imperavit, aut illud ; nec interdicts,

minacibus. sub]ectorum cervicem ad id quod pse colmt,
clinabat, sed intemeratas reliquit has partes, ut reperit.’

A. 867. The same writer records a prodigy, which
perplexed the learned in divination. An ass clambered up
into the judgment-seat, and there brayed long and loud.

¢ Hoc tempore, nova portenti species per Annonariam ap-.

paruit Tusciam : idque quorsum evaderet prodxglalxum re-
rum periti penitus ignorarunt. In oppido enim Pistoriensi,
prope horam diei tertiam, spectantibus multis, asinus tribu-
nali adscenso audiebatur destinatius rugiens?.’

The most obvious interpretation ogl this was, that asses
would be made judges and magistrates. But perhaps the
soothsayers thought that such common events did not deserve
to be foretold by portents and prodigies, and therefore sought
in vain for some hidden meanin,

A. 369. The council of Gangra made some good canons.

These fathers condemned those who censure matrimony, and
say that wives and husbands cohabiting together cannot be
saved : those who separate themselves from a presbyter who
hath been married, and will not receive the communion from
his hands : those who embrace a state of celibacy and con-
tinence, not for the sake of piety, but through an abhorrence
of marriage, and who insult and revile married persons:
those women who for the same cause forsake their hus-
bands: those'parents who leave their children under preg
tence of leading a solitary life, and neglect to feed and in-
struct them : children who under the same pretence forsake
their parents: slaves who run away from their masters
for the like reasons : those who require abstinence from
flesh, &ec..
. These canons were not made for nothing. Superstition
and monkery were grown so troublesome and audacious, that
the council found it absolutely nec&sary to endeavour to
curb this spirit=

A. 872. Some Pagan philosophers, desxrous to know who
should succeed Valens, had recourse to magic arts; and

» xxvil. 3. : % See Fleury iv, 324, ‘
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found out that his name shonld be ©EQA~—~This being diss
eovered by Valens, he put sevepr:l tQEdeath, wqu

eoncerned in the affair. He had for his successor Thegdagiusy
whose elevation to the empire was at that time beyond the
reach of human foresight or conjecture. This story, with
abundance of circumstances comfirming it, is related by
contemporaries, by Pagans and Christians, by Ammianus
Marcellinus, Zosimus, Socrates, Sozomen, and others; and
seems, whether true or false, to be the most attested in,
stance of Pagan and magical divination that is extant in
history. '

A. 875, Valentinian died suddenly in a transport of
rage. .
¢ It is a melancholy thing to consider a Christian prince
dying in such a state of mind, after having signalized his
government by severities exercised on unlawful occasions,
which seem to deserve no better name than cruelties. .St.
Ambrose, however, represents him as interceding with
God for Valentinian II. his son®’ : :

Ambrose had done much better, if he had said nothin
about this intercession; which reminds me of a story full
as good : \ . :

¢ The news of Oliver Cromwell’s death being brought
to those who were met, together to pray for him, Mr. Sterry
stood up, and desired them not to be troubled. - For, said
he, this is good news ; because, if he was of great use to
the people of God, when he was amongst us, now he will
be much more so, being ascended to heaven, to sit at the .
right-hand of Jesus Christ, there to intercede for us, and to
be mindful of us upon all occasions >, :

There is a constitution of Valentinian, in which he declares
himself a friend to toleration : ' , ,

¢ Neque aliquam concessam a majogbus religionem ge-
_nus esse arbitror criminis. Testes sunt leges a2 me in ex-
ordio imperii mei datee, in quibus unicuique quod animo
imbuisset colendi libera facultas tributa est. Nec haruspi-
cinam reprehendimus, sed nocenter exerceri vetamus.’ -

¢ If the emperor did not entirely persevere in this homest

* Tillemont Hist. des Emp. v..74. » Ludlow's Memoirs, ii. 611.
, C. 2
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resolution to the end of his days, it is probably to be
ascribed to the importunate solicitations of ecclesiastics ; who
being - maintained by certain opinions, and determined to
establish their own sentiments, could not suffer men of a
different religion to be treated with common humanity ; and
teased the emperors so much about it, that at length there
was a kind of necessity to persecute Pagans, heretics, and
schismatics, for the sake of repose; -and to dishonour the
Christian religion, that they might satisfy those saints who
pretended to be its only supporters. The same evil hath
«been seen and felt in our days ; and they who, by the essen.
tial duty of their function, should dissuade the civil- magis-
trate from persecuting, if he were inclined to it, are the
first movers of all vexations and cruelties committed under
the pretence of religion .’
Let us now hear Tillemont. ‘ .
¢ Baronius blames that kind of indifference which Va-
lentinian seemed to entertain for the Christian and Catholic
faith ; and pretends that it was the cause of the calamities
of his family, and of the untimely and violent death of
Gratian and Valentinian, his children. We shall not take
upon us to judge of this conduet of Valentinian, or to ex-
amine whether it be expedient that princes should meddle °
little or much with the concerns of the church. It is cer-
‘tain, on the one hand, that the interests of religion should
be dearer to them than even those of. the state. They
ought to serve God as princes, by doing what princes alone
can perform, and by using their utmost endeavour that he
‘be served by all their subjects as he ought to be. Yet
when we compare the advantages which the church received
- from such emperors as Constantine and Theodasius, with
the dreadful evils which it suffered from Constantiusy Va.
lens, and even Theodosius Junior, and several others, there
is room to doubt whether it would be more to its advantage
to have at all times princes not disposed to meddle with mat-
ters of religion, and only attentive to the execution of the
laws relating to justice and equity. St Louis perhaps was
happy enough to hit upon the just mean, to cxerta zeal and

¢ Le Clero Bibl. Chois: xi: 236.
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diligence in maintaining the authority of: the church, and
the rules of piety, and to leave to the bishops the decision of
all dubious and contested points. , )

¢ Notwithstanding, since it is not to be expected that the
moderation of good princes will ever stop the malignity of
those rulers who, through error or bad counsels, will be
enemies to the truth, I know not whether the consideration
of ‘the evils which thes¢ may cause by abusing their power,
should restrain the former from exerting their authority in
favour of righteousness, if they take care to be well in-
structed, which is often not easy to be done; and if they
oppose evil only by just and legal methads, without ever
forgetting the humanity that is due even towards the
wicked. : :

¢ But what rule soever ought to be observed in so difficult.
a point, it must be owned, that, whether by, real prudence
or by false policy, Valentinian did not always exert all the zeal
which might have been expected from a confessor. Cer-
tain itis, that he committed a great fault, and as prejudicial
to his own honour and conscience as to the church, when,
instead of expelling Auxentius, an Arian, and an usurper
of the see of Milan, he not only tolerated him, but joined
himself to his communion; and disturbed the church by
rigorous edicts, to oblige others to do the same : and when -
St. Hilary opposed this scandal with his usual magnanimity,
he commanded him to quit Milan.

¢ It should also seem that, having such absolute authority
as history represents him to have had over his brother Va-
leps, he ought to have restrained him from waging open
and cruel war with the catholic church. He did also great
hurt to the church by marrying Justina, who was an Arian,
But this was excuseable, since, as long as he lived, Justina
concealed her heresy.’

Thus Tillemont?; and he is placid and moderate upon
the subject, compared to Baronius, who breathes nothing
but fire and brimstone; and who accounted kings and
emperors to be mere constables and catchpoles, bound ‘to
execute with implicit faith and blind submission all the -
commands of insolent ecclesiastics.

f'Hist.‘ des Emp. v. 10.
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" It is indeéd strange that Valentinian did not exert himself
in fequiring his brother Valens to show more humanity to
the Consubstantialists: in this respect, I see not how he
can possibly be justified. But as to his own notions of to-
leration, he canmmét be too much commended ; and indeesdt

. he hath this honour to himself, and no Christian emperor
of those times to share it with him.

He made a law®, that Christians should not be compelled
to watch and guard the Pagan temples; and a very reason-
able law it was. The office was only fit for Pagans,

He protectedf the Jews ; and would not suffer their syna-

ogues to be profaned, plundered, or demolished : which
ust have grieved the righteous souls of the Baroniuses and
the Bellarmins of those days. o -

He was also a singular friend arid patron of letters, and
of learned men. ¢ %-,itemmm studiis et sectatoribus Romas
enixe consuluit®. ' _

Alas! that such princes should not arise, once at least in
# century, for the encouragement of literature!

He found it necessary to make a law™ against pious do-
pations to the clergy and to the monks, who preyed upon
stupid bigots, and devoured widows' houses.

Baronius is highly offended at this decree: yet even
Jerom and Ambrose thought fit to approve it; and Gotho-

. fred, on the Theodosian Code, defends it against the cen-
sures of Baronius, Fleury says fairly of it, that it was ¢a
law shameful to the clergy, but yet necessary.’

- Baronius, Basnage, and Fleury imagine that Damasus

* himself, though Bishop of Rome, advised the emperor to
make this law. If so, I will add a conjecture to theirs.
Perhaps Damasus gave this advice, that the inferior clergy
of his diocese might not grow too wealthy and inde-
pendent, and less submissive to his will and pleasure ; and
that none might be great and rich_besides himself and his
successors. The bishopric of Rome, even at that time, was
a noble post, as Damasus well knéw, who possessed it, and
who had fought for it, but not @ good fight. Upon which

e Cod. Theod. 1, xvi. tit. i. p. 3.

f Cod. Theod. 1. vii. tit. viii. p. 334. et Gothofred.
£ Gothofred. Chron. Cod. Theod. p. 88.

b Cod. Theod. t. vi. p.48, Basnageiii.28.
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occasion Ammianus Marcellinus hath made some proper
remarks :

¢ Damasus et Ursinus supra humanum modum ad ra.
piendam episcopatls sedem ardentes, scissis studiis asper-
rime conflictabantur, adusque mortis vulnerumque discri-
mina adjumentis utriusque progressis; qua nec corrigere
- sufficiens Juventius, nec mollire, coactus vi magna, seces-
sit in suburbanum. Et in concertatione superaverat Da.
masus, parte que ei favebat instante.—Constatque in Ba-
silica Sicinini, ubi ritGis Christiani est conventiculum, uno
die centum triginta septem reperta cadavera peremtorum ;
- efferatamque diu plebem mgre postea delenitam. Neque
ego abnuo, ostentationem rerum considerans urbanarum,
hujus rei cupidos ob impetrandum quod appetunt omni
contentione laterum jurgari debere: cum id adepti, fu.
turi sint ita securi, ut ditentur oblationibus matronarum,
procedantque vehiculis insidentes, circumspecte vestiti,
epulas curantes profusas, adeo ut eorum convivia regales
superent mensas. Qui esse poterant Beati revera, si mag-
nitudine urbis despecta, quam vitiis opponunt, ad imita-
tionem antistitum quorumdam provincialium viverent ;
quos tenuitas edendi potandique parcissime, vilitas etiam
indumentorum, et supercilia humum spectantia, perpetuo
Numini verisque ejus cultoribus ut puros commendant et
verecundos'.’ '

Theodoret pays high compliments* to the memory of
Damasus. Aoxpaaog 7ra[d.7ro'7\7\wg a?gé-t;i; r.oa'/.colf,wo; &deTiv.
—’Aftsvrmvérq: Biw xocpovuevos, xai wavre Aiyzy xal
TATTE)  UWip- TWY AMOTTONIWY SoYMATWY  aipOUUEVOG.—=
Aa:‘u.mrog [} 'n'avet@n,ug.—-'o .Saup.afo'zo; Aofld.uo‘o;.

¢ Vir omni gemere virtutis ornatus.—Sanctitate vit con-
spicuus, et qui pro apostolica doctrina nihil non dicere
atque agere paratus esset.—Laudatissimus Damasus.—Ad-
mirandus Damasus.’ '

He reckons Damasus and Ambrose amongst the most
strenuous defenders of the faith, and confuters of he-.
retics.

Now let us see some of the explcits of our @xvp.asios.

In the year 366, Damasus and Ursinus fought for the

§oxxvii, 3. k ii. 22. iv. 30. v. 2. 0. 28.
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* bishopric of Rome. The party of Damasus was victorious;
"and many were slain in the contest.

He was made bishop when he was sixty years old ; a
time of life in which a man who had a grain of philo-
_ sophy, not to say of Christianity, would be extremely 1n-
different about preferments and promotions, and not think
of purchasing them in such a manner. :

Saint Basil! gives Saint Damasus a very unfavourable
" character; and taxes him with pride and insolence, ax}d :
-contempt of other ecclesiastics, as inferior to himself in
station and dignity. He says, that there was no gaining
his favour but by sordid submissions, and flatteries be-

neath a man of honour. He cannot refrain from venting
his chagrin upon this occasion ; and from saying, that his
brother Gregory was, of all persons, the most unfit to be
sent a deputy to Rome, because he had too little of the
courtier ; and was too frank, and blunt, and simple, to enter
into a conference with a proud pope, whose exaltation had
turned his head ; and who could not bear plain dealing and
honest freedom. :

It is -diverting enough to see how Tillemont mumbles
-and softens all this™. _

Damasus, with a view to extend his jurisdiction in the
East, appointed the bishop of Thessalonica to be vicar of
the holy see, and the pope’s deputy. ¢We™ cannot see,’
says Tillemont, ¢ what right he had to do this.”” Can you
not seeit? He had the same right that a highwayman hath
to take a purse. '
.. He was, however, to do the man justice, & most active
and vigilant prelate, the terror and the scourge of all he-

“retics and schismatics, whom he harassed, excommunicated,
and drove into banishment ; ahd when they assembled to-
gether, he used to send his ecclesiastics, with constables and
other ruffians, to beat them and dislodge them. So say his
adversaries; and what they say was true in all probability.

.. Yet he wrote in defence of Symmachus, a man of qua-
lity, and of considerable abilities, a steady and bigoted Pa-
gan, who was falsely accused of having oppressed some

* - of the Chrisgians,

} Epist. 150. and Du Pin, = ix, 225, ® xii. 402,
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He had the wit to pay much honour and respect to Jerom,
and to consult him as his master and teacher; and Jerom,
who was a warm friend as well as a warm foe, repaid these
favours with compliments and commendations.

In aletter to Jerom, he declares that he could not endure
to read the works of Lactantys, because they were too
prolix, and not godly enough. Such was his taste !

He composed some pastoral letters, and books of devotion,
and pious poems. The Latin church hath canonized him ;
and therefore Tillemant calls him Saint Damasus : but Dua
Pin calls him Pope Damasus, judging, I suppose, that title
to be good enough for him°;

A stoneP, it 1s said, was found in Catalonia, with this:
inscription; which, I think, hath the air of a modern
forgery : :

¢HIC NATVS DAMASVS PONTIFEX ROMANVS DIS-
CIPVLVS ET MONACHVS S. HIERONYMI PRESBY-
TERI, QVI OBIIT ERA CAESARIS CCCCV.’

Preetextatus, a man of quality, and a Pagan, who died
consul elect, used to say to Damasus; Make me bishop of
Rome, and 1 will be a Christian as soon as you please.
¢ Homo sacrilegus,’ says Jerom, ¢ et idolorum cultor solebat'
ludens beato pape Damaso dicere,—Facite me Romanz
urbis episcopum, et protinus ero Christianus.’

., Ammianus Marcellinus4 gives this Pratextatus a very
good character; and represents him as an excellent ma-
gistrate. -

The writer of the Life of Damasus says, that he wrought
many miracles; but Faustinus and Marcellinus have re-
corded his exploits of another kind :

¢ Marcellinus and Faustinus, two presbyters of the church
of Rome, presented to the emperors Vaientinian, Theodo-
sius, and Arcadius, a complaint against Damasus, which is
published in the Opera Sirmundi. These presbyters inform
the emperors, that under Constantius the orthodox were
persecuted, and Athanasius condemned ; that Liberius,
bishop of Rome, together with three other prelates, re-

° Concerning Damasus, see Socrates iv. 29. Maroellinus xxvii. Til-
lemont ix. Le Clerc Bibl. A. et M. xxviii. 246. Basnage iii. 13. 19, 20.

P Watchler ¢ De Cancellariis Veterum.’

9 xxvii. . :
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fusing to consent to his condemnation, were sent into ba-
nishment ; that Liberius setting out to the place whither
he was ordered to go, Damasus, his deacon, made as
though he would accompany him, but left him, as they
were upon the way, and went back to Rome; that on the
'same day on which Liberius departed, all the clergy of
Rome, namely, the presbyters, Felix the archdeacon, and
Damasus the deacon, and all who had any function in the
church, being assembled, in the presence of the Roman
people, sware that they would not choose another bishop
whilst Liberius was living; thdt nevertheless some of the
clergy, against their promise and their oath, and against
all decency, chose Felix the archdeacon, who was ordained
in the room of Liberius, to the great dissatisfaction of all
the people; that, after three years, Liberius being re-
called, the people received him with much joy, and drove
Felix out of the city. - After these things, say they, ‘Libe-
rius died, having forgiven those ecclesiastics who had re-
belled against him. Then those presbyters and deacors,
and the brethren who had been faithful to Liberius during
his exile, proceeded to an election in the Julian church,
and chose Ursinus, who was consecrated by Paul, bishop
of Tibur. Upon this Damasus, who had always been
making interest for the bishopric, hired and drew together
the charioteers and the rude rabble, and with them forced
his way into the church, and cammitted great disorders for
three days together, in which many of the faithful were
. massacred. Seven days after this, with the perjured crew
that followed him, and with a band of gladiators, to whom
he had given large sums of money, he seized the Lateran
church, and was there ordained. Then having bribed two
magistrates of the city, he caused Ursinus, a venerable
man, who had been first made bishop, to be sent into ba-
nishment, with the deacons Amantius and Lupus. The
Roman people assembled together, and would have hin-
dered Damasus from taking possession of the pontificate;
but he cleared his way through them by blows and bastina-
does ; and some died of the wounds which they had re-
ceived. He also attempted to drive out of the city seven
presbyters, who were put into prison by the magistrates;
but the faithful people rescued them, and carried them into
4 .
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the church of Liberius. Then Damasis, with the eccle-
siastics of his faction, jjoined to gladiators, charioteers, and
rustics, armed with hatchets, swords, and clubs, besieged
the church, and began a furious battle, setting fire to the
doors, and bursting them open, whilst others of his parti-
sans had clambered up, and were pelting their adversaries
with tiles from the top of the edifice. Thus the Damasians
forced their way in, and slew a hundred and sixty persons,
men and women, and wounded several, who died after.
wards ; but of the party of Damasus not one was slain,
The people cried out for justice, and for the expulsion of
Damasus; but the prelate had taken his measures so well,
that nothing was done against him: and it appears from
the relation, of which we are giving an abstract, that the
ladies, who in great cities like Rome are no inconsiderable
party, favoured the conqueror, who was admirably skilled
in the arts of flattering and cajoling them ; for which reas
son he had the honour to be called Matronarum Auriscal-
bius, the Ear-picker of the Ladies. The strangest part of
the story is, that, notwithstanding all these things, Dama-.
sus was a great saint, and miracles were wrought in his fa-
vour after his death. See Baronius, or his abbreviator
Spondanus, on the year 386. Either he was much altered
for the better, after he had gained the see of Rome, sword
in hand, or, at least, after he had gained it by the violence of
his partisans, or these miracles were mere fables. A con-
queror, obtaining the episcopal throne by breaking opem
churches and shedding blood, presents not to our imagina.
tion the idea of a holy prelate. If faults had been com--
mitted on both sides, which is usually the case in contests
of this kind, neither Damasus nor Ursinus ought to have
been employed in the service of the church, and least of
all in the service of the church of Rome. They should
have retired both of them to some solitary place, to show:
that they had never desired to obtain a dignity which had
occasioned so scandalous a battle, and which must have
given the Pagans a very bad opinion of the Roman clergy,
as it appears from the remarks of Marcellinus the histc-
rian, who yet was a man of . candour and moderation™.
Damasus was the first pope who introduced the laudable

¥ L Olerg Bibl, A. ey M, xxviii, 4G,

\
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. custom of celebrating with festivity and solemnity his birth-
day, on which so great a blessing was conferred upon the
Christian church. His successors followed his example®.

In the reign of Valentinian lived Ephraim Syrus. Seein
Tillemont an account of his imprisonment and deliverance;;
and of all the strange things that befel him and his fel-
low-sufferers. The story is pretty enough, and more
amusing than many a modern romance. Gregory Nyssen
hath written an injudicious and fanatical account of this
Ephraim, who seems to have been a pious humble
man, an honest monk, by no means free from enthusi-
asm, though not so enthusiastic as many of his comrades,
the monks of Mesopotamia, whose zeal was downright
phrensy.

Ephraim hearing, as Gregory tells us, that Apollinaris,
a man of great reputation for his learning and abilities, but
‘reckoned amongst the heterodox, had committed his wri-
tings to the care of a certain woman, made her believe that he
was a friend and disciple of Apollinaris ; and borrowed the
books, promising to return them speedily. As soon as he
had them in his possession, he glued all the leaves toge-
ther, and returned the volumes to the woman, and she to
Apollinaris, who, when he wanted to make use of them,
found all his labours destroyed, and took it much to heart.

Tillemont judges fairly, and calls this a mean and
scandalous'trick. - He supposes that either Gregory Nyssen
was not the author of the book in which this story is re-
lated ; or that, if he were, he had been imposed upon by
hearsays and false reports. The latter supposition is pro-
bable enough, if we consider the credulity of Gregory.

The best thing recorded of Ephraimis, that he was.very
charitable ; and by his credit and interest raised great sums
to relieve the poor in times of distress.

Concerning the works of Ephraim, some genuine, some
ill-translated, corrupted, and interpolated, see Rivetus, Til-
lemont!, Lardner®, and Cave*, =

Amphilochius, A. 875, was made bishop of Iconium;
and, as Metaphrastes assures us, was ordained by angels,
who, on this occasion, usurped the episcopal office?.

¢ Basnage iii. 518. x . 235.
t viii. 204. 204, ¥-Basnage iii. 145. .
ViX.1g7. . - e
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Tillemont, I mention it to his honour?, rejects this
story; and often speaks of Metaphrastes with due con-
tempt. But it is worthy of observation, that Combefix,
no inconsiderable man in the church of Rome, recom-
mends this wretched tale to the belief all good souls, with
a ¢ Certissimum est, et omnino credendum.’

A. 871. Gregory of Nyssa was a married man, and was
made a bishop. He celebrates the wonders of Gregory
Thaumaturgus, and relates many of his miracles, some of
which.are of a very extraordinary kind. Thus saith Du
Pin ; which was rather more than was safe for him to say
amongst powerful bigots, and powerful hypocrites.

Gregory of Nyssa went to Jerusalem, to try whether he
could pacify the quarrels there amongst the Christians. He
tells us, that instead of finding the virtues which might’
have been expected from the inhabitants of the Holy Land,
he found the place to be asink of iniquity and debauchery ;
the seat of envy, malice, adultery, robbery, murder, idolatry,
poisoning, and bloodshed ; where men assassinated others
for a trifling reward : so that in no place were murders so
frequently and so easily committed. Such were. the Chris.
tians of Jerusalem .in the fourth century; a century so
abundant in saints and in miracles! Thus he learned from
experience to have no favourable opinion of pilgrimages. " I
was convinced, says he, that there was much less devotion
and goodness to be found in the Haly Land than in Cappa- -
docia.. He therefore dissuaded some religious persons from
undertaking that voyage. - .

Jerom was of the same mind in this point, and said much
the same things to Paulinus; and commended the monk
Hilarion, who being born, and bred up, and settled in Pa.
lzstine, had never spent more than one single day in Jeru-
salem ; and did that only lest he should be thought to.de-
spise the place. ’ '

This declaration of Gregory, says Cave?, hath been
foolishly censured by some Popish writers. Erasmus® wrote
an excellent dialogue on the subject of pilgrimages©.

The Arians at that time were numerous at- Constanti-
nople ; and the inhabitants loquacious, and addicted to dis-

‘tix.617.  *i.245. »T.i.63g. . ©Sep Tillemontix. 435.
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puting. This city, says Gregory4, is full of mechanics
and slaves, who are all of them doctors of divinity, and
preach in the shops, and in the streets. If you desire a
man to change a piece of silver, he informs you wherein
the Son differs from the Father; if you ask the price of a
loaf, you are told, by way of reply, that the Son is infe-
rior to the Father; if you inquire whether the bath is
ready, the answer is, that the Son was made out of mo-
thin,

B%lt doubtless the Consubstantialists were not silent on
these occasions, being as unwearied praters and as trouble.
some wranglers as their adversaries.

Gregory was of the same opinion with Origen concern-
ing future punishments; that they were temporary, and
would terminate in the amendment of the sufferers.

"A. 874. Ambrose was made bishop of Milan.

Baronius relates, as an antient tradition, that Ambrase
coming to Rome, and lodging at an inn, his host boasted
to him how prosperous he had always been, and talked in
a vain and arrogant manner, without returning thanks to
God. The saint, collecting from the pride and insolence
of the man that God’s judgments would speedily overtake
him, hastened from the house with his companions; and,
as soon as he was fairly out of it, the earth opened, and
swallowed it up, with all its inhabitants; and a lake was
formed in the place®. ‘

The very story of old Baucis-and Philemon :

¢ —flexere _ogulos, et mersa palude
Cetera prospiciunt.’

~ This is one proof, to which forty more might be added,
that the Christians used to collect out of Ovid, Livy, and
other Pagan poets and historians, the miracles and portents
whicl are to be found there, and accommodate them to
their own monks and saints. : '

Ambrose wrote to Theodosius, to congratulate him upon
his victory over Eugenius, and to entreat him to forgive
those who had sided with Eugenius; which was the act of

" a good and pious prelate. But his zeal ran away with him,

4 De Abrah. et Greg. Nazianz. Orat. 33. ¢ Tillemont x. 151.

\




ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY. 31

when he justified the burning of a Jewish synagogue by the
riotous Christians. :

Ambrose, says Barbeyrac!, had such an impetuous ima-
gination, that every thing served him for an drgument; and
was so excessively credulous, as to adopt even the stupid
legend of St. Thecla, &c.

I know not whether this be a decisive proof of his cre-
dulity ; for perbaps he did not believe one.word of it, but
thought it good for the edification of the lower people.

Jerom had a mean opinion of the learning and abilities

‘of Ambrose. '

See Ambrose$, Du PinP, Tillemont!, Basnage¥, and
Barbeyrac!, who makes some.proper remarks on the
relics and the miracles of the fourth century.

A. 3875. Valens, who was guilty of many acts of
cruelty, oppressed also those who would not comply
with the Arian system.  Themistius, the orater, a professed
Pagan, addressed a discourse to him in favour of toleration,
and earnestly exhorted him not to persecute the Consub-
stantialists. ‘

« The Christian princes of those days, whilst they harassed
their Christian subjects for speculative points of religion,
‘showed kindness to many learned Pagans ; as to Libanius,
Themistius, Symmachus, Claudian, &c.™ .

Whilst Valens persecuted the Consubstantialists, particu-
larly the monks and the clergy, they defended themselves
by spiritual weapons, - and wrought innumerable miracles,
sufficient, one would think, to have softened the heart of
this Pharaoh, and of all his servants. ,

Amongst the monks who were exposed to the rage of the
Arians, were Macarius of Zgypt, and Macarius of Alex-
andria. -Read their lives in Tillemont®, and admire the
consummate effrontery of those who forged the miracles
ascribed to them ; and the amazing credulity of this honest
man, who believes them all.

Jerom® testifies, that the officers of Valens slew many
monks of Nitria ; and that this prince made a law to compel
them to serve in the army, ¢ ut monachi militarent?.’

tP.208. ¢ Epist. xxii. Rii.283. Jx. kiii. 104. 156.
1 P. 259. m See Basnage iii. 51. " viii. ° Chron, A. 376.
, ? L'Enfagt Hist, du Conc, de Basle ii. 361. o
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Valens endeavoured, both by good words and by me.
naces, to bring over Basil of Casarea, or to make him
admit the Arians to his communion ; but Basil, who seems
to have been 2 man of undaunted resolution and=of a high
spirit, was inflexible ; so that the emperor at last admired
his courage and constancy, and would not suffer him to be
ill-used. ' -

As Basil and Valens were discoursing together -upon this
subject, one Demosthenes, the emperor’s head-cook, and
a sort of a favourite, interposed, and censured Basil, and
blundered in his expressions; upon which the bishep
smiled, and said : What! doth Demosthenes make barba-
risms? The man flew into a passion, and threatened re-
venge. Go, said Basil, and toss up your ragouts ; you are
fit for nothing else. _ :

Whilst the bishop was undergoing this trial, the em-
peror’s child fell sick; and the empress had frightful
dreams and visions, informing her that this was a judgment
upon them for persecuting Basil.

'The story seems to have been taken from Matt. xxvii. 19.
¢ His wife sent unto him, saying, Have thou nothing to do
with that just man,” &c. -

The emperor then desired Basil to pray for the child;
and the bishop promised him that his child should recover,
if he himself would forsake Arianism. But the emperor
would not, and the child died. : R

The emperor resolved to banish him; byt when he at-
tempted to sign the order, his pens brake one after an-
other, and he trembled so that he could not write his name.

During this contest, Basil healed a man of quality who
was sick. ' S

Valens then went to church to hear Basil preach, and
made handsome presents to the church; and, being in a
good humour, granted the bishop several favours.

From the history of the contest between Valens and Ba-
sil, as it is thus delivered. to us by Basil’s friends and ad-
mirers, one might conjecture that the emperor was not alto-

ether so violent and cruel towards the Consubstantialists as
these have represented him.  °

His behaviour also to the Edessenes shows that he was
not altogether a brute at all times; for, finding the inhas

S



.

ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY. ss

bitants of Edessa resolved rather to die than to admit Arian-
ism, he, either through compassion or through prudence,
judged it adviseable to let them alone.

Socrates bestows two chapters on the Zgyptian monks
who were persecuted by Valens, and banished for their or-
thodoxy; and on the numerous miracles which they
wrought in the remote and barbarous places to which they
were sent.

These miracles, as Socrates observes, prove the truth of
the doctrines for which they suffered. But the difficulty is
to prove the truth of the miracles to the satisfaction of a
reasonable inquirer.

¢ Some Greek writers have complained of the vanity and
arrogance of Jerom. But proud men are apt to complain
. of one another; and Jerom could as little bear the pride of -
- the Greeks. In his Chronicon, A. 892, we find these
words : ¢ Basilius Caesariensis, episcopus Cappadociz, clarus
habetur.’

But in some old manuscripts these words are added,
“which are not in Scaliger’s edition :—¢ qui multa continentie
et ingenii bona uno superbizz malo perdidit.” It is to be
supposed that the monks, who were librarians, suppressed
some passages in the antients which they did not liked,”

These additional words are quite in Jerom’s style and
manner, and too elegant for any interpolator of after-
times ; and therefore it is probable that they are genuine.

And indeed Basil’s own friend, Gregory Nazianzen’,
thought him proud and haughty and overbearing, as it ap.
pears from the letters of Gregory.

- A. 878, Christianity had gained admittance in the
Gothic pations before the time of Valens. In his reign a part
of the Goths had been defeated by the Hunns; and sent
an embassy to the emperor, desiring that he would give
them leave to cross the Danube, and to settle in Thrace,
offering to serve in the Roman armies. The chief person
of this embassy was the celebrated Gothic bishop Ulfila,
who had great authority amongst them, having laboured in-
cessantly to civilize them, and to instruct them in Christia-
nity, and having on that account suffered persecution from

’ 1 Bibl. Univ, ii. 414. * Tillemont t. ix. 278,
Vor. III. - D ,
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those Goths who were’ Pagans. He taught his converted
Goths the use of letters; and made them 4 Gothic alpha.
bet, formed upon the model of the Latin and Greek cha-
racters. He also translated the Scriptures into their lan-
‘guage; but it is said that he omitted the books of Kings,
lest the wars, of which so much is there recorded, should
increase their inclination to fighting, which was already too
prevalent. . .

- Coming as embassador to Constantinople, he had con-
ferences with the Arian bishops ; and whether he hoped to
succeed in his negotiations through their credit with Valens,
or whether he were of himself inclined to the same opinion
with them, or whether he were influenced by their re-
presentations and arguments, he sided in some measure
with them, and was the occasion that the Goths embraced
Arianism, or rather Semi-arianism, and spread it afterwards
quite through the West. Ulfilais said to have told the Goths
that those violent disputes about the doctrine of the Trinity
arose from the mere pride and ambition of ecclesiastics, and
were altercations of no’ importance ; and that the fun-
damentals of Christianity were not concerned in them. Ac-
cordingly, the Goths used to affirm that the Father was
¢ greater’ than the Son ; but ¥let would never say that the
Son was a ¢ creature,” though they held communion with
those who said so.

About the same time, or a little sooner, the Pagan Goths
persecuted their Christian countrymen, and put many of them
to death, who yet are supposed by Socrates to have been
Arians. But Basnage and others are mighty unwilling to
allow of Arian martyrs ; and suppose that Socrates was mis-
taken, and that these martyrs were good Catholics. .

As to Arius, says Socrates®, he being embarrassed in con-
troversy, and endeavouring to confute Sabellianism, ran, as
it often happens, into the other extreme ; and fell intoan
opposite heresy. But these poor Goths, plain, illiterate, and
simple-minded men, received Christianity, and died -for it,
without entering into such deep speculations ; and as to
those points, were rather adoz than heterodox.

. 'What Socrates and Theodoret have said on this occasion

. %iv. 33,
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is mild and' moderate,” compared with the language of Til-
lemont*, who seems quite beside himself; and says that
Ulfila, after having done and suffered great thingsin pro-
pagating the Gospel amongst the Pagan Goths, was puffed
up with diabolical pride; and that, bribed by the Arians,
and sednced by worldly and wicked motives, he fell like
Lucifer, and drew after him to hell and eternal damnation
an .ignumerable multitude of Goths, and of other northern
nations.

¢ Gudila® [i. e. Ulfila] episcopus Gothos legem docuit
Christianam, et Scripturas Novi et Veteris Testamenti lin-
guam transtulit in eandem. Speciales literas, quas eis cum
lege Gudila tradiderat, habuerunt, quz in antiquis His.
paniarum et Galliarum libris adhuc hodie superextant,
specialiter quae dicitur Toletana.”

A. 878. Gratian, who came to the empire when he
was a boy, made a law granting a toleration to all Christian -
sects, except three ; namely, the Eunomians, the Photinians,
and the Manichzeans, who were not permitted to have any -
churches or religious asemblies. Afterwards, being better
instructed by his teachers, he made laws against all heretics
and schismatics ; for which Basnage commends him, and
says; ¢ Mutatd in meljus sententia hareticis omnibus silen-
tium imponit *.' : , . :

+ A. 879. The PriscillianistsY spread themselves through
Spain and Portugal, and were persecuted with great violence
and cruelty. . '

¢ Their tenets, says Tillemont, were an horrible con-
fusion of -all sorts of impieties, which flowed into this
sect as into a jakes. There was nothing so abominable
in the most profane opinions which it did not adopt. It was
a monstrous compound of the grossest and filthiest érrors,
collecting into itself all the stinking ordure dispersed through-
out other heresies. Not content with these impieties, it added |
to them the follies of Paganism, the sacrilegious curiosities of

t vi. GOd. R R

v Rodericus Toletanus. -See.Grotins Hist: Goth. Elog. p. 141. 2nd
Cave i. 229. ST A .

* Socrates v. 2. Tillemont vi. 617. Basnage iii. 65. "7 ‘
- -3-Tillemont viii, 491.. Basnageiii. 110. 181. -Lardner ix. 257.
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magic, and the wild reveries of astrology. But, in particufar;
it adopted thé doctrines of the Manichzans, Gnostics, or
Basilidians.’ ,

Who would not imagine from this that Priscillian was the
vilest of men, such another as count Zinzendorf, the infamous
head of the modern Moravians ? But whence did Tillemont
coltect this detestable character of the Priscillianists? From
Augustin, Jerom, Pope Leo, the Acts of Councils, and
so forth: that is, from bigots, from persecutors, fromt
noisy declaimers, from the sworn enemies of these people,
from men whose testimony is to be suspected, and who may
justly be supposed to have exaggerated things, and to have
given too much credit to vulgar reports. '

As to their notions of the Trinity, says Tillemont, they
were Sabellians and Arians. Good! one might as well
have said of Tillemont, that he was a Pelagian and a Jan-
senist. :

Priscillian, says Sulpitius Severus, drew away many peo-
ple, especially females : ¢ Ad hoc mulieres novarum rerum
cupide fluxa fide, et ad omnia curioso ingenio, catervatim
ad eum confluebant.” -

Tillemont did not let this cursory censure drop, but sets
it forth thus: ‘

¢ The women more especially, who by nature love no-
velty, whose faith is fickle and changeable, and who -are
curious of knowing all things, flocked after this new doctor.
The women of Spain and Portugal, who, as St. Jerom
observes, were of the number of those whom St. Paul calls
silly women, laden with sins, led away with diverse lusts, ever
leagning, and never 