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HISTORICAL NOTE

The civilizations from which traditional astrology grew
differ in many significant ways from our modern culture.
As a result, it is important for the reader to recognize that
ancient perspectives on things like gender, social structure,
and cosmology cannot be expected to conform to modern
perspectives on these matters. In many respects the role
of the contemporary astrologer working with tradition-
al techniques requires an ability to extract the pragmatic
essence of the ancient techniques, and to “translate” them
into a form that is compatible with modern needs. In order
to do this, it is important for the astrologer to thorough-
ly understand the traditional approach on its own terms
before beginning to revise and integrate it—a process that
is inevitable for each new generation encountering astrol-
ogy and wanting it to reflect the concerns of its own time.
While the present work provides many important insights
into this process, its main purpose is to clarify the ancient
techniques themselves, with reference to their original
cultural contexts, in order to make that pragmatic essence
available. Upon this basis, the contemporary practitioner
can then integrate the fruits of ancient astrology according
to the collective responsibilities of the times—but always

with discernment.
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CHAPTER 61

Down to Earth

THE ASTROLOGICAL HOUSES

THE NATIVITY PLACES EACH PERSON AT THE CENTER OF THE COSMOS

relative to their time and place of birth. From this center, the native—the person

who is born—looks outward at the arrangement of the planets that surround

them. From this Earth-centered perspective, the divine energies emanating

from a single undifferentiated creative intelligence flow down through the fixed

stars whose images form the zodiacal signs. Those energies are then picked up by
the planets and modified in accordance with the myriad variations of planetary
condition. The planets (with the assistance of the Moon, who is closest to Earth)

then transmit those energies to the terrestrial realm. Teeming with organic life,
the terrestrial realm is composed of the four elements: fire, earth, air, and water.
The human body shares in the elemental composition of the Earth, and accord-
ing to the ancient philosophers, humans are also infused with the spark of the
divine fifth element or quintessence that is synonymous with the soul.

Astrological systems divide the space encircling the Earth into twelve sec-
tors. In modern astrology, each sector is called a house, but the ancient Greek
term was topos, meaning “place”. Topos is the root of the word “topography”, the
lay of the land. These twelve divisions are designated by the intersections of
the horizon, meridian, and ecliptic, the “great circles” that surround the Earth.
The houses represent the places on Earth where the energies of the cosmos are
anchored into the physical world of everyday life. As terrestrial locations, they
specify the various places where humans engage in the activities of the human
condition. The houses describe the major topics of life, such as parents, children,
marriage, profession, wealth, friends, illness, suffering, and religion.

In the trinity of signs, planets, and houses, the houses represent the most
concrete topics of the astrological system. They embody the complete range of
worldly activities that humans encounter in their earthly life on their journey
from birth to death.
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ORIGINS OF THE HOUSES

As a system of astral divination used for general political and agricultural pur-
poses, astrology originated in Mesopotamia during the second millennium BCE.
In the cuneiform texts documenting the astronomical observations and correla-
tions to terrestrial events, there is no mention of the use of house divisions. The
precursor of natal astrology can be found in fifth-century Mesopotamia, but
house divisions still did not appear in the texts or horoscopes. It was not until
the development of Hellenistic astrology—formulated around 150 BCE in the
cosmopolitan city of Alexandria (Greco-Roman Egypt) as a merger of Baby-
lonian, Greek, and Egyptian influences—that we see the divisions of the chart
into sectors that describe the various topics of life. However, the elements that
would later lead to the house sectors were present in both Babylonian and Egyp-
tian observances of the motion of celestial bodies during the second and first
millennia BCE.

Babylonian star-gazers paid special attention to the places in the sky where
the planets rose, culminated overhead, set, and anti-culminated in their daily
diurnal motion. The Egyptians likewise marked these points for the rising, cul-
minating, and setting of the thirty-six star decans used as timekeepers for the
hours of the night and months of the year. The four critical cardinal turning
points of planetary and stellar motion would later provide the framework for
the division of the house sectors.

Egyptian “Books of the Dead” such as the Amduat, the Book of Gates, and
the Book of Caverns, describe the Sun’s journey through the twelve hours of the
day and night, giving names of each hour and the significant events, both good
and bad, that the Sun encountered while passing through each hour-sector.! The
text associates the solar journey to the odyssey of a soul. The various events that
the soul experiences during each of the twelve Egyptian hour-watches of the
night gave rise to the logic behind the significations of the twelve astrological
houses, which turn in accordance with the Sun’s diurnal motion. The Book of
the Dead states that the hours of the night are distributed according to the four
cardinal points.

Hypsicles, a Greek astronomer and mathematician practicing in Alexandria
around 150 BCE, published a work entitled Anaphorikos: On Ascensions (Rising

Times). Using data and formula from Babylonia, he developed the algorithms
for calculating the rising times of the signs at different latitudes. This allowed

See Erik HORNUNG, The Ancient Egyptian Books of the Afierlife, trans. David Lorton, Itha-
ca: Cornell University Press, 1999.
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for the determination of the exact degree of the Ascendant at the birth moment
of an individual. While the Babylonians had the necessary mathematics at their
disposal to calculate the Ascendant degree, they did not indicate it in the de-
scriptions of their natal charts. The innovation of an Ascending sign and degree
led to the twelve-fold house sectors. The development of the Lots (Arabic parts)
and timing by the ascensional times of the zodiacal signs (used in primary di-
rections) also came about as a result of this innovation.

The earliest references to the topics of the various houses are found in the
teachings of Hermes Trismegistus, credited as the fountainhead of Hellenistic
astrology.* His teachings were codified and set down by Nechepso and Petosiris
in a comprehensive astrological compendium, which, while no longer extant, is
liberally quoted by almost every subsequent Hellenistic astrologer. Thrasyllus,
a Platonic philosopher and court astrologer to Emperor Tiberius, wrote a text
which not only survives as a summary, but which also gives the significations of
the houses according to both Hermes and Nechepso/Petosiris.? This text refers
to both an eight-house system (oktotopos) and a twelve-house system (dodeka-
topos).*

THE NAMES OF THE HOUSES
AND THE TOPICS THEY SIGNIFY

The twelve houses describe the basic fortunate and difficult experiences of the
human condition. In ancient astrology, each house was given a name and many
of the meanings of the houses were related to the names that they held. The
names of the first, tenth, seventh, and fourth houses—Hour-Marker, Midheav-
en, Setting, Under the Earth—are based upon the position of the Sun as it rises,
culminates, sets, and anti-culminates during its daily journey. The names of the
remaining houses are connected to both the planet that rejoices in that house,
as well as to the configuration between the house and the Ascendant. We will
elaborate upon these names when we discuss each of the houses individually.

-

2 We have used “Hermés” to refer to the Greek god or to the planet, and “Hermes” to refer
to “Hermes Trismegistus” as author of the Hermetic and astrological texts.

3 THRASYLLUS, Summary (trans. SCHMIDT, Definitions and Foundations; HoLpex, A
History of Horoscopic Astrology).

4 For a discussion on the contemporary debate concerning the issue of house division, see
Chris BRENNAN, Hellenistic Astrology: The Study of Fate and Fortune, Denver, co.: Amor
Fati, 2017, pp. 365-414.
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Profession
Reputation
Actions

Religion
Divination
Foreign
travel

Alliances

Enemies
Sufferings

Inheritence

Life, Breath,
Vitality, Body,
Character

Marriage

Ilnesses
Injuries
Servitude

Livelihood
Wealth

Siblings
Divination
Short travel

Children

Parents
Pleasures

Home
End of life

TERRANEAN

FIGURE 92.

NAMES & TOPICS OF THE TWELVE HOUSES
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Table 34. The Names of the Houses
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FIRST HOUSE

SECOND HOUSE
THIRD HOUSE
FOURTH HOUSE

FIFTH HOUSE
SIXTH HOUSE
SEVENTH HOUSE
EIGHTH HOUSE
NINTH HOUSE
TENTH HOUSE
ELEVENTH HOUSE
TWELFTH HOUSE

GREEK
haroskopos,

z0¢, pneuma, oiax
haidou pulé

thea

hupogeion

agathé tuché
kaké tuché
dusis

argos

theos
mesouranéma
agathos daimon

kakos daimon

ENGLISH
Hour-Marker,

Life, Spirit, Helm
Gate of Hadés
Goddess
Subterranean Place
(literally “under the earth”)
Good Fortune

Bad Fortune
Setting

Idle

God

Midheaven

Good Spirit

Bad Spirit

THE GREAT CIRCLES OF THE CELESTIAL SPHERE

In order to better grasp the astronomy behind the divisions of the astrological
house systems, we need to understand the three great circles that surround the
sphere of the Earth. These are the horizon, the meridian, and the prime vertical.

THE HORIZON is the horizontal circle around the Earth that separates the
sky above from earth below, the visible and invisible hemispheres as marked
by the rising and setting of the Sun.
THE MERIDIAN is the vertical circle of longitude that passes from the south
point of the horizon, through the zenith to the north point of the horizon,
and then through the nadir.
THE PRIME VERTICAL is the vertical circle that lies at right angles to the
meridian. It passes through the east point, the zenith, the west point, and the

nadir.

THE ECLIPTIC is the apparent path of the Sun against the background of
the zodiacal signs as seen from Earth; it interacts with these three great circles
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FIGURE 93. THE GREAT CIRCLES OF THE CELESTIAL SPHERE

The meridian, the horizon, and the prime vertical form three circles
of astronomical orientation around the Earth.
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FIGURE 94. THE ECLIPTIC

The ecliptic intersects the circles of the meridian and the horizon to
form the Ascendant (asc), Descendant (psc), Midheaven (mc), and
Lower Heaven (ic).
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to form the Ascendant, Midheaven, Descendant, and Lower Heaven. The As-
cendant (asc) marks the intersection of the ecliptic and the horizon in the
east. The Descendant (Dsc) marks the intersection of the ecliptic and the hori-
zon in the west. The Midheaven (Mc) is the intersection of the ecliptic and the
meridian in the south (the Sun’s highest elevation above the Earth). The Lower
Heaven (1c) is the intersection of the ecliptic and the meridian in the north (the
Sun’s lowest elevation beneath the Earth).

HOUSE SYSTEMS

Houses represent the twelvefold division of the ecliptic. They are the plac-
es where the celestial energies of the planets are grounded and anchored into
the terrestrial realm. Hellenistic texts refer to several different house systems—
whole sign, equal, Porphyry, and late in the tradition, Alcabitius (the Alcabitius
method was used in the Hellenistic tradition by Rhetorius in the late sixth cen-
tury but was named later after the tenth-century Arabic astrologer, al-Qabisi).
Over the course of the entire tradition, many more house systems were created
and employed.

In the whole-sign house system, each of the twelve zodiac signs coincide
exactly with one of the twelve houses. In practical terms, this means that each
house contains the entire 30° of one—and only one—sign. The zodiacal sign that
rises over the eastern horizon at the moment of birth marks the hour; it was thus
called the Horoskopos, or “Hour-Marker”, by ancient astrologers. This is also
the name for the entire first house. It is alternatively known as the ascending or
rising sign. All the degrees of that sign occupy the first house. The first house
begins at o° of the sign and ends at 30° of the same sign.

The exact degree of the Ascendant sign, which designates the horizon, is a
sensitive point occurring somewhere within the first house. Thus, part of the
first house will be above the horizon and part will be below. Any planet in this
sign, regardless of its degree, is considered to be located in the first house. The
entire zodiacal sign that follows the rising sign in the natural order of the zodiac
occupies the whole second house; any planet in that sign is considered to be in
the second house. The rest of the houses follow in the same manner.

In the whole-sign house system, the four sensitive points—the Ascendant,
Midheaven, Descendant, and Lower Heaven—are based upon variants in sea-
son, latitude, and the eccentricity of the ecliptic. They each fall at a different
degree within the circle of twelve equal whole-sign houses. The Ascendant and
Descendant are always located in the first and seventh houses. The Midheaven
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FIGURE 95. CHART OF MARIA VON TRAPP
IN THE WHOLE-SIGN HOUSE SYSTEM

January 25, 1905, 23:50, Tyrol, Austria.

In the whole-sign system of house division, signs and

houses are exactly coincident. In this example, the

Moon is in the first house, even though it is above

the line of the horizon (defined by the degree of the

Ascendant). Mars is in the second house, Mercury is in

the fourth, Saturn and the Sun are in the fifth, Venus
is in the sixth, and Jupiter is in the seventh.

and Lower Heaven, however, float among the other houses. The Midheaven usu-
ally falls in the eleventh, tenth, or ninth house, but can even fall in the twelfth or
eighth at extreme latitudes. The Lower Heaven usually floats between the third,
fourth, and fifth houses, but can fall in the second or sixth in extreme latitudes.

The whole-sign house system is one of the oldest astrological house systems.
It was used by ancient astrologers for the majority of inquiries during the first
seven hundred years of the tradition. Except for a few charts very late in the tra-
dition, literary and papyrus horoscopes did not contain any notations of degrees
on the cusps of houses. Moreover, when a planet’s position was designated by its
sign, its interpretations were consistent with the topics of the house correspond-
ing to that sign in the whole-sign system.

Hellenistic astrologers were aware of other house systems, but these were
most often used for special inquiries. The equal house system is described in the
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FIGURE 96. CHART OF MARIA
VON TRAPP: EQUAL HOUSES

In the equal house system of house
division, the first house begins at
the degree of the Ascendant, and
each house has exactly 30°. Only
when the Ascendant degree falls at
o° will the houses and signs coincide
exactly. Usually, however, the hous-
es and signs do not coincide. In this
example, Mars is in the first house,
Mercury is in the third, Saturn and
the Sun are in the fourth, Venus is in
the fifth, Jupiter is in the sixth, and
the Moon is in the twelfth. All house
cusps are the same as the Ascendant
and Descendant (24°).

FIGURE 97. CHART OF MARIA
VON TRAPP: PORPHYRY HOUSES

In the Porphyry system of house
division, the houses are trisected be-
tween the arc of the Ascendant and
the Lower Heaven, and between
the Ascendant and the Midheaven;
these divisions are then projected
onto the remaining quadrants of
the chart. In this example, Mars is
in the first house, Mercury is in the
third, Saturn and the Sun are in the
fourth, Venus is in the fifth, Jupiter
is in the sixth, and the Moon is in
the twelfth. The house cusps are: first
24° Libra, second 26° Scorpio, third
28° Sagittarius, fourth 01° Aquarius,
fifth 28° Aquarius, sixth 26° Pisces.
The degrees of the seventh-twelfth
house cusps are the same as their
opposite counterparts.

texts of Vettius Valens and Firmicus Maternus.* Here, the degree of the Ascen-
dant marks the beginning of the first house, and the interval of the first house
extends over the next 30°. Each successive house begins with that same degree
as the Ascendant, but in the following zodiacal sign, and each house contains

5 VALENS, Anthology 9; FIrRMICUS, Mathesis 2.21,
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30°. Valens uses this house system in a chapter which explains the relationship
of the houses to certain timing procedures pertaining to length of life.®

Valens also explains how to compute the so-called Porphyry house system,
which he attributed to an earlier astrologer named Orion.” In this system, the arc
between the degree of the Ascendant and the degree of the Lower Heaven is tri-
sected; these equal portions then become the intervals of the first, second, and
third houses. Likewise, the arc between the Ascendant and Midheaven degrees
is trisected; these equal portions become the intervals of the tenth, eleventh, and
twelfth houses. These quadrant divisions are then projected across the chart for
the remaining house cusps. Valens presents this house system in a discussion
for ascertaining the dynamic strength of a planet in length of life calculations.

There is a vibrant debate among contemporary practitioners of tradition-
al astrology concerning which house system was used by Hellenistic astrolo-
gers. Some argue for the primary use of whole-sign houses for designating the
twelve topics of life, while reserving the equal house and quadrant systems,®
such as Porphyry houses, for special timing techniques or to assess the dynamic
strength of planets. Others maintain the primacy of equal and quadrant houses
in order to distinguish the topics.

Adding to the confusion, the word Midheaven was used to refer both to the
degree of the Mc where the Sun culminated on that day, as well as to the tenth
house. Hellenistic astrologers wrote how the exact degree of the Midheaven
sometimes fell in the ninth or eleventh houses as well as in the tenth Midheaven
house. This can only occur when using whole-sign or equal houses. In quadrant
systems such as Porphyry and others, the Mc degree is always the cusp or be-
ginning of the tenth house.

As you look at the example of Maria von Trapp in these three different house
systems (FIGURES 95-97) you will notice that the house location of planets can

VALENS, Anthology 9.2.

VALENS, Anthology 3.2.

Quadrant can refer to the division of the wheel of houses into four equal sectors contain-
ing three houses each. In modern astrology this division comprises the first, second, and
third houses as one quadrant; the fourth, fifth, and sixth houses as the second; the seventh,
eighth, and ninth as the third; and the tenth, eleventh, and twelfth as the fourth. Hellenis-
tic astrology contains another method of dividing the sectors, where each angular house

is flanked by a succedent house and a cadent house to form a quadrant. (See Chronolog-
ical Ages of the Houses). However, when the term is used in reference to a house system,
quadrant house systems divide the wheel by the number of degrees between the asc and
the c, and the asc and the 1c. These subdivisions are then projected across the chart in
order to determine the intervals of the other two quadrants. With quadrant house systems,
the exact degrees of the asc, Mc, Dsc, and 1C mark the beginnings or cusps of the first,
tenth, seventh, and fourth houses.

- BN N
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change from one system to another. This will naturally change the interpretation
of these planets. Note that, while her planets happen to be located in the same
houses in the equal house and Porphyry house systems, this is not always the
case. In the whole-sign system on the previous page, however, we can clearly
see that the Moon, Mars, Mercury, Sun, Saturn, Venus, and Jupiter are all in
different houses.

The course of the next two-thousand years saw the development of more
complex mathematics, and astrologers postulated many other ways of dividing
the circle of the houses based upon time, space, and other factors. These house
systems include:

PORPHYRY Attributed to Orion in the first century CE;
later ascribed to Porphyry, who lived in the third
century CE

EQUAL HOUSE First century cE

ALCABITIUS Used in the late sixth century ct by Rhetorius;
ascribed to al-Qabisi after the tenth century

CAMPANUS Thirteenth century

REGIOMONTANUS Fifteenth century

PLACIDUS Seventeenth century

KOCH Twentieth century

During the twentieth century, the most popular house system was Placi-
dus, followed by the equal house system. Before modern computers, when
charts were hand-calculated, the Placidus Table of Houses was the most readily
available point of reference in print; it thus became the default system for most
twentieth-century astrologers. Equal houses were also used because of the sim-
plicity of calculating only the degree of the Ascendant and not the intermediate
house cusps. With the advent of astrological software, however, the use of other
house systems became much easier, and many astrologers began to experiment
with different systems. As translations of the ancient astrological texts began
to emerge in the last decade of the twentieth century, increasing attention was
brought to the use of whole-sign houses.

Although it was one of the original systems of house division in the ancient
world, whole-sign houses have only recently begun to regain popularity in the
modern west after centuries of neglect. In the east by contrast, whole-sign hous-
es have been in continuous use throughout the entire history of Jyotish astrology.

Based upon my readings of the primary source texts and the early recom-
mendation of Rob Hand, I have been using the whole-sign house system since
2002. In this book, I will follow the examples given by the Hellenistic astrologers
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themselves, who illustrated the various doctrines that they employed by using
whole-sign houses for the location of planets in regard to inquiries concerning
the topics of life.

New and seasoned astrologers alike are perplexed as to which house system
to use. While every system has the same Ascendant and Midheaven degree, the
boundaries or cusps of the other houses will differ. Planets can occupy different
houses in the various systems. In the 1970s we joked: “Pick the house system in
which your own chart looks best”. But on a more serious note, some astrologers
suggest that you should use the house system associated with the type of astrol-
ogy you do—Regiomontanus for Lilly, Alcabitius for Medieval, whole sign for
Hellenistic, Campanus for Rudhyar, Humanistic, etc.

There is a broad enough scope in psychological natal interpretation of per-
sonality that meanings of planets in different houses can be justified and ratio-
nalized. It becomes a serious problem in horary and electional work, however. If
someone is asking the question, “Will I find my keys?”, for example, one house
system (based upon the planetary rulers of the signs on the houses signifying the
question) will give a “yes” and another house system will give a “no”. Obviously
the reality of the situation cannot be both “yes” and “no”; that is, it is not subject
to nuance of perspective and interpretation. The multiple house systems are
therefore the Achilles’ heel of external credibility in astrology as a valid system
of inquiry. For now, it remains an unresolved problem within our community.

My recommendation is to use whole-sign houses while studying Hellenistic
astrology. If you have been accustomed to looking at your chart in a different
house system, be aware that the switch to whole signs can often precipitate an
identity crisis. You are invited to experiment in order to be able to make an in-
formed decision.



CHAPTER 62

Classifications

OF THE HOUSES

HOUSES CAN BE CLASSIFIED IN VARIOUS WAYS ACCORDING TO THEIR
relative strength, favorability, and the chronological ages of life. Each of these
categories, as well as significations from the derived houses and the planetary
joys of the houses, contribute to the composite meaning of each house.

The word that the Hellenistic astrologers used to describe the underlying
condition of a house was the verb chrématizo. The primary meaning of this word
is “to transact business for one’s own profit’—or in a more colloquial sense, “to
make money”. In this sense, the term is often related to the successful manage-
ment of a household or property, which the Greeks called oikonomia (the origin
of our modern word, “economy”). Economy derives from oikos, “house” and
nomos “law”; the same sense is implied in Hellenistic astrological texts when
they speak of the domicile or estate that a certain planet rules. The desire for
profitability was therefore closely related to the idea of advantageous houses.
As the Greek philosopher Xenophon wrote in an essay on estate management
(Oikonomia): “what is profitable is wealth, and what is harmful is not wealth”:

A major tenet of valuable real estate is “Location, location, location”. This
idea seems to be behind the notion that some houses are considered more ef-
fective locations than others for doing profitable business and are thus more
positively valued. In an astrological context, however, it is the business of the na-
tive’s life. A planet’s house location influences the circumstances that dispose the
planet’s “business”—its activities and associated topics—to eventuate in ways
that are effective and profitable, or ineffective and unprofitable.

In addition to profitable business dealings, the word chrématistikos was
also associated by the Greek populace with oracles. A less common meaning
of chrématizé is: “to give a response to those who consult an oracle”. The most
famous oracle in the ancient world was at Delphi. On the occasion of the Py-
thian Games (held every four years, similar to the Olympic Games), city-state

1 XENOPHON, Oikonomia 110 (fourth century Bce).
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officials would gather at Delphi, consult the oracle for advice about the business
of their city, deposit their wealth in their treasury building as a sign of respect,
and engage in profitable business dealings with other dignitaries. The path up
to the divinatory temple was thus lined with treasuries so that city-states could
gain prestige by displaying their wealth as offerings to the god Apollo.

Manilius called the astrological houses the “temples” or dwelling places of
the gods;* here we see hints of the mystery tradition that stands behind Helle-
nistic astrology. A planet in a house that was chrématistikos—effective or prof-
itable—can be interpreted as an oracular sign that its matters will be profitable
for the native.

There were two different traditions for determining which houses were
chrématistikos in Hellenistic astrology. One was based upon the relative angu-
larity of the house, i.e., it evaluated the dynamic potential of a house to manifest
and support the activities of that house topic.> The other was based upon the
relative favorability of a house, i.e., it evaluated the benefic and malefic quality
of the topics and activities signified by the house itself.*

THE RELATIVE ANGULARITY OF THE HOUSES

[A planet’s power is also determined] from how they are positioned
relative to the horizon, for they are especially powerful when they
are in the Midheaven or being borne towards the Midheaven; and
second in power whenever they are on the horizon itself or rising up
towards it. — PTOLEMY.}

When discussing the assessment of a planet’s power to bring about the magni-
tude of an event, Ptolemy wrote that, with respect to the nativity, “the planets
are the strongest whenever they are passing by the angles (kentron) or the places
which rise up towards the angles (epanaphora), especially the principal ones; I
mean those ascending and those culminating”. “They are the weakest”, he adds,
“whenever they are declining (apoklino) from the angles”®

2 MANIL1US, Astronomica 2.856 ff.
NECHEPSO as quoted by ANTIOCHUS, Sumimary 19; SERAPLO, Definitions, CCAG 8.4.225-

232.
HERMES according to TIM/EUS as quoted by ANTIOCHUS, Summary 19; PORPHYRY, 36;
RHETORIUS, 27, 28.

5 Tetrabiblos 1.24.

6 PTOLEMY, Tetrabiblos 3.3.
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The classification of the houses as angular, succedent, and cadent has sur-
vived intact into modern practice. The angular houses are identified as the first,
tenth, fourth, and seventh and are considered to be strong; the succedent hous-
es, the second, fifth, eighth, and eleventh are said to be moderate in strength;
the cadent houses, the third, sixth, ninth, and twelfth are thought to be weak.
Nechepso the King and Serapio said that angular and succedent houses are
most conducive to business.” In this context, chrématistikos is understood as
a place that provides the strength and dynamic energy that enables a planet
to act effectively and profitably. When referring to a planet’s relative angularity,
chrématistikos has been translated in the astrological texts as “profitable, con-
ducive to business, advantageous, effective, operative, busy, strong, energetic,
and dynamic” Its opposite, achrématistikos, is variously translated as “unprofit-
able, non-conducive to business, disadvantageous, ineffective, inoperative, slack,
weak, and unenergetic”.

FIGURE 98 ANGULARITY OF THE HOUSES

The first, tenth, seventh, and fourth houses are an-
gular and considered strong. The second, eleventh,
eighth, and fifth houses are succedent and considered
of moderate strength. The third, twelfth, ninth, and
sixth houses are cadent and considered weak.

NECHEPSO as quoted by ANTIOCHUS, Summary 19; SERA P10, Definitions, CCAG 8.4.225-

232,
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ANGULAR HOUSES

Come now, prepare an attentive mind for learning the cardinal points:
four in all, they have positions in the firmament permanently fixed
and receive in succession the speeding signs. One looks out from the
rising of the heavens as they are born into the world and has the first
view of the Earth from the level horizon; the second faces it from
the opposite edge of the sky, the point from which the starry sphere
retires and hurtles headlong into Tartarus; a third marks the zenith
of high heaven, where wearied Phoebus halts with panting steeds and
rests the day and determines the mid-point of the shadows; the fourth
occupies the nadir, and has the glory of forming the foundation of
the sphere; in it the stars complete their descent and commence their
return, and at equal distances it beholds their risings and settings.
—MANILIUS.®

The angular houses—the first, tenth, seventh, and fourth—are derived from the
four critical turning points of the Sun and the planet’s daily diurnal motion that
mark their rising (Ascendant), culminating (Midheaven), setting (Descendant)
and anti-culminating (Lower Heaven). These houses were traditionally called
the Hour-Marker (Horoskopos), Midheaven (mesouranéma), Setting (dusis),
and Subterranean (hupogeion, literally, “under the earth”). These places mark
critical shifts in direction relative to the diurnal motion of celestial bodies and
are characterized by the release of potent energy. A dynamic and powerful qual-
ity of energy thus becomes available to planets passing through these sectors.
According to Firmicus Maternus, the examination of these houses can explain
the entire substance of fate.’

We can gain more insight into the thinking behind this evaluation by ex-
amining the meanings behind the words that Hellenistic, Arabic, and Medie-
val astrologers used to refer to the angular, succedent, and cadent houses. The
Greek term used for an angular house is kentron (kendra in Sanskrit), which
means “sharp point”, “goad” (i.e., for driving animals to action, like a spur), “piv-
ot” (the fixed center around which something turns, like the arm of a compass
or a fulcrum). The Arabs translated this word as watad, “stake” (i.e., for holding
down a tent). The Medieval European translators rendered the Arabic word into
Latin as both cardé (pivot, hinge, turning point, axis, pole) and angulus (angle
or corner).

8 Astronomica 2.788-801.
9  Firaicus, Mathesis 2.18.1.
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Table 35. Terms for Angular Houses in Greek, Arabic, and Latin

GREEK kentron Sharp point, goad, pivot, center, axis
ARABIC watad Stake for holding down a tent
LATIN cardo Pivot, hinge, pole, axis

angulus The corner formed by an angle

Taking all of these meanings together, ask yourself: what is the connection
between these definitions, and how do they inform our understanding of the
angular houses?

FOUR DIRECTIONS, FOUR WINDS

The four cardinal points which provide the framework for the angular hous-
es have a symbolic correspondence to the four directions: east, south, west,
and north. Many rituals open with an invocation to the spirits or guardians
of the four directions based upon the belief that the four directions are por-
tals or openings between the earth and the cosmos. These are the places in the
circle of the whole where the greatest influx of cosmic energy rushes into the
terrestrial realm.

The four winds of the Greeks also originate from the four directions. They
were called Eurus (east), Notus (south), Zephyrus (west), and Boreas (north).
Before being connected to the four elements, the triplicities were originally as-
sociated with these winds.” In the seminal diagram of the joys of the houses,"
the triplicity lords that are grouped around the cardinal points of the chart illus-
trate their connections with the directions and the winds.

The four directions also correspond to the Sun’s annual seasonal journey
marked by its northern and southern turnings at the solstices, and its eastern
and western transitions at the equinoxes. Hellenistic astrologers such as Ptol-
emy and Antiochus wrote how the air mass would turn at the cardinal points,
causing the weather to shift into the corresponding climates of a season, get-
ting wetter, warmer, drier, or colder. In all of these ways, the potent, dynamic
energy associated with the four directions and four seasons underlies the four
corresponding angular houses. According to Manilius, the axes formed by these
four cardinal points hold the earth in place:

10 On the triplicities, see volume 1, chapter 1 (pages 161-6.4), with table 13.
1 See figure 35 (volume 1, page 203) and figure 106 (volume 2, page 629).
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These points are charged with exceptional powers, and the influence
they exert on fate is the greatest known to our science, because the
celestial circle is totally held in position by them as by eternal supports;
if did they not reccive the circle, sign after sign, flying in its perpetual
revolution, and clamp it with fetters at the two sides and at the lowest
and highest cxtremities of its compass, then heaven would fly apart
and its fabric disintegrate and perish.”

This passage explains how the angular houses are not only sources of dy-
namic energy but also locations that offer strong and stable support for the
manifestation of planetary events. According to Nechepso, angular and succe-
dent houses are the most conducive for the business of life.” In other words, the
potential power of these houses enables the planets that reside within them to
manifest their agendas in the external world.

For this reason, planets are considered to be powerful and energetic when
they are located in the angular houses. They occupy places of central impor-
tance in human affairs and they have the greatest strength to act and effect their
significations in a swift and dynamic manner. In angular houses, planets are
well-supported and have a stable foundation.™

In sum, the angular houses are the locations that provide the greatest dy-
namic energy and stable support for planets to bring about their significations.
They represent the critical phase transitions in the transformative cycle of the
birth, maturity, death, and renewal of stars and souls. Here, the intensity of the
energy precipitates the transition from one state to another. They are the goad
that stimulates activity and their power comes from the influx of cosmic ener-
gy at the portals of the four directions. Their dynamic energy comes from the
winds that usher in mass changes at the beginnings of the seasons marked by
the equinoxes and solstices. They are stakes—places where the turning circle of
the zodiac is clamped and fettered—bringing stability, support, and power. As
fulcra, or pivot points, they are places of central importance in human affairs.
In Jyotish and Medieval chart styles—which are square—they are drawn as the
angles, hinges, and corners.

12 MANIL1US Astronomica 2, 880-05.

13 NECHEPSO as quoted by ANTIOCHUS, Summary 19; SERAP10, Definitions, CCAG 8.4.
225-232.

14 When the figure of an upright human is placed within the circle of the houses, the head
touches the tenth house, the feet the fourth house, and the outstretched arms touch the
first and seventh houses. The meanings of these houses signify the areas of central impor-
tance in the human experience: the self and the spouse or partner (first and seventh), a
person’s relation to the public sphere of profession and social reputation (tenth), and the
private foundation of home and family (fourth).
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FIGURE 99. ANGULAR VERSUS
NON-ANGULAR HOUSES

Jyotish and Medieval astrologers use square charts
which make the angularity of the houses explicit. The
four angular pivots mark the “effective” or “busy”
houses, while the intervening places mark the non-
angular houses: the succedent (considered moderate

in strength) and the cadent (considered “ineffective”
or “slack”).

SUCCEDENT HOUSES, CADENT HOUSES,
AND THE ANGULAR TRIADS

To speak more concisely, the decline of the Sign of the Hour-Marker
is called the ‘Bad Spirit, and its post-ascension ‘Ineffective’; similarly
the decline of the Midheaven is ‘God, and its post-ascension ‘Good
Spirit’; and in the same way the decline of the Anti-Midheaven is
‘Goddess, and its post-ascension ‘Good Fortune’; likewise the decline
of the Descendant is ‘Bad Fortune, and its post-ascension is ‘Idle’
— SEXTUS EMPIRICUS"

615

One way that Hellenistic astrologers divided the twelve houses into four quad-
rants was via “angular triads”. Here, each angular house is flanked on one side by
a succedent house which rises up towards it, and on the other by a cadent house

15

Against the Astrologers 5.18-20.



616

CHAPTER 62

which declines or falls away from it.* The succedent houses were thought to pro-
vide moderate dynamic energy and support for planets. The cadent houses were
considered the weakest in their capacity to facilitate a planet’s profitable deal-
ings. This perspective will help us better understand the thinking behind the
differing qualities of dynamic chrématistikos energy that supports the planets
located in those houses.
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FIGURE 100. ANGULAR TRIADS

The angular tenth house is flanked by the succedent eleventh house and the
cadent ninth house. The angular first house is flanked by the succedent second
house and the cadent twelfth house. The angular seventh house is flanked by the
succedent eighth house and the cadent sixth house. The angular fourth house is
flanked by the succedent fifth house and the cadent third house.

See SERAPIO, Definitions. The term “angular triads” was coined by Robert Schmidt,
although the conceptual grouping of these houses is present in the texts of Hellenistic
authors. Hellenistic astrologers (as well as modern astrologers) are also accustomed

to dividing the houses into four successive quadrants: here, the first, second, and third
houses form one quadrant; the fourth, fifth, and sixth houses a second quadrant; the
seventh, eighth, and ninth houses a third quadrant, and the tenth, eleventh, and twelfth
houses the final quadrant. Sometimes these quadrants were divided by the specific degrees
of the Ascendant, Midheaven, Descendant, and Lower Heaven, and other times by the
whole-sign sectors. For further discussion, see the chronological ages of the houses (below,
pages 625-627). Some modern astrologers have overlaid Carl Jung’s theory of four types of
perception upon the four quadrants, ascribing the faculties of intuition, feeling, sensation,
and thinking to this fourfold division (e.g., RUDHYAR, Astrology of Personality, 1936).
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Now keep in mind the motion of diurnal rotation whereby (due to the ro-
tation of Earth on its axis) the houses with their respective resident zodiacal
signs are seen to rise and set in a clockwise direction over the course of each
twenty-four hour period. For example, the succedent eleventh house rises up
towards the tenth-house pivot point while the cadent ninth house falls down
away from the tenth house. We can imagine this better by picturing how the
Sun rises up towards the Midheaven and then falls down towards the horizon.

The Greek term for the succedent houses is epanaphora, which in its astro-
nomical sense literally means to “rise up towards”. In this context each succedent
house rises up towards the peak of the adjacent angular house. The succedent
house does not partake of the full measure of the dynamic energy and stable
support that is available at the peak of each triad, but it is approaching that peak.
Just as we have more stable footing when we climb up a hill rather than when we
go down a hill, so too do the succedent houses give moderate support to planets
located in them. Its energy is thus middling but increasing.

Sometimes succedent is translated as “post-ascension” in the Hellenis-
tic texts. This describes its motion as ascending or following after the angular
house that precedes or goes before it. The Arabic astrologers called these houses
ma yali watada, which is a very close, literal translation of the Greek, meaning
“what follows/borders upon a stake”. The Latin astrologers translated the Greek
term epanaphora as succedens, from which we get the English “succedent”. It has
the sense of coming upwards so as to follow in succession, which describes the
movement of succedent houses following the rising of the angular houses that
precede them.

Table 36. Terms for Succedent Houses in Greek, Arabic, and Latin

GREEK epanaphora ascend, rise up towards
ARABIC ma yali watada  what follows or borders on a stake
LATIN succedens coming upwards, to follow in succession

By contrast, the Greek term for the cadent houses is apoklino, which means
to slope down, decline, or fall away. The cadent houses represent a fall from the
peak and a decline of the dynamic power as one is on the way down from the
heights. And the downward slope is slippery as it does not provide much stabil-
ity or firm footing. These houses were called achrématistikos—unprofitable or
ineffective for taking care of business. Thus, planets in the cadent houses were
thought to have less support or energy to bring forth their matters.
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The Arabic astrologers used the word sagit, which means “falling”, for the
cadent houses. But over time, the Arabic terminology became more compli-
cated because of the growing shift to quadrant houses that was taking place
during the Medieval period. A planet was said to be mugbil, “advancing’, when
approaching an axial degree by primary diurnal motion (i.e., the exact degree of
the Ascendant, Descendant, Midheaven, or Lower Heaven) regardless of wheth-
er it was in an angular or succedent house. A planet moving past that degree was
said to be za’il, “withdrawing’, and was considered dynamically cadent, even if
it was in the same sign as the angular whole sign.” Sahl interprets the houses
that are stakes (angular) as the places where the power resides; the houses that
follow after the stakes (succedent) represent what is coming to be; those that
are falling from the stakes (cadent) represent what has already elapsed and is
passing away.'

The English term “cadent” derives from the Latin verb, cadé, which also
means to fall, sink, or decline. When Hellenistic astrologers were looking for a
planet to qualify as the Master of the Nativity (Oikodespotés) or ruler of other
global inquiries, a cadent location would automatically eliminate it from con-
sideration and indicate a poor assessment of the planet’s capacity to bring forth
fortunate outcomes.

Table 37. Terms for Cadent Houses in Greek, Arabic, and Latin

GREEK apoklino slope, decline, fall away
ARABIC saqit falling
LATIN cado fall, sink, decline

While planets located in the cadent houses were generally considered to
be weak and ineffective, there were certain circumstances that energized them.
Paulus explained that when a planet in a cadent house casts its rays within 3° by
trine aspect, either upon the degree of an angle or upon another planet in an
angular house, it becomes more energized and effective in producing its matters
relative to the meanings of that angular house (FIGURE 101).” Thus, a planet in
the cadent sixth house that sends a trine ray to the Mmc degree or a tenth-house

7 See the “Editor’s Introduction” in Benjamin N. DYKES, trans., ed, The Astrology of Sahl B.
Bishr, Volume One (Minneapolis, MN: Cazimi Press, 2019), 33.

18 SAHL, Introduction 2.31.

19 PauLus, Introductory Matters 27.
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planet becomes effective insofar
as it gains the capacity to stimu-
late professional activity or other
tenth-house matters. In a similar
way, planets located in the cadent
ninth house can potentially ener-
gize first-house matters; those in
the third house, seventh-house
matters; and those in the twelfth
house, fourth-house matters (giv-
en the 3° orb for the trine ray).
The Hellenistic astrologer
Rhetorius described each of the
cadent houses as metakosmios.*
This is a philosophical term that
means the "State between WOrldS”. FIGURE 101. CADENT PLANET ENERGIZED BY
or in other words, alternate states TRINE WITH AN ANGULAR PLANET

of consciousness experienced in According to Paulus, when a planet in a cadent house

- . casts a trine ray within 3° upon the degree of an angle
the liminal realms. The topics of or upon a planet in an angular house, it can more ef-

the cadent houses all refer to be-  fectively bring about its significations relative to those
haviors and states of mind that of the angular house. In this example, the trine from
are not conducive to business in  Venus in the sixth (cadent) is cast upon Mars in the

R tenth (angular). Sixth-house topics (illness) are acti-
the outer world, or which do not vated and harnessed towards the topics of the tenth

engage in business that produc- (profession).

es profitable results. Whenever

someone is ill or injured in the sixth house, or suffers and is confined in the
twelfth, they cannot readily take care of their business. The third and ninth
houses are connected to the topics of religious activities, scholarly pursuits, or
travel. Once again, these activities generally don't promote the making of money.
It is not so much that the cadent houses are weak in and of themselves, but rath-
er that they are not optimal locations for worldly business. Instead, planets in
cadent houses encourage the cultivation of the inner life, which can be fortunate
in a non-material sense.

As noted earlier, there exists a certain amount of confusion in the Hellenis-
tic texts regarding the Midheaven and the Mc. These terms are used in ways
that refer both to the tenth whole-sign house (called the Midheaven), and to the
degree of the Sun’s culmination point (called the Medium Ceeli or “middle of the

20  Compendium sy.
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heavens”, whence the abbreviation Mc). It is not always clear from the context
which one the author means.

In quadrant house systems such Porphyry or Placidus, the degree of the
Mc always forms the cusp of the tenth house. However, in the whole-sign house
system, the Mc degree usually falls in the eleventh, tenth, or ninth houses. Pau-
lus writes that “the culminating degree does not always fall in the tenth house
from the Ascendant due to the inequality of the rising times of the signs, but
sometimes in the ninth and sometimes in the eleventh”* Firmicus Maternus
instructs that “the Mc is in fact the tenth sign from the Ascendant, but now and
then the Mc is also found by degree in the eleventh sign from the Ascendant”*

The Mc degree has its own quality of dynamic energy regardless of its spe-
cific house location. Thus, if it falls in the eleventh or ninth house, its presence
can make the house more active and busy than it would ordinarily be. In ad-
dition, the nature of the profession or mark of reputation partakes of some of
the significations of the house in which it is found, such as academic, religious,
or international relations for the ninth house, and organizations or patronage
for the eleventh. Furthermore, any planet that is conjunct the degree of the mc,
regardless of its house location, is stimulated and energized. The Arabic astrol-
ogers, by contrast, suggested that the Mc or 1c axis in the tenth house was the
best, in the eleventh was increasing in potency, but declining in its power when
placed in the ninth.»

In summation, the angular houses represent the peak of power; planets lo-
cated in angular houses have strong dynamic energy and stable support to bring
forth their significations. Succedent houses indicate an ascent towards the pow-
er of the peak; planets located in succedent houses have moderate energy and
support for the actualization of their matters. Cadent houses show a decline
from positions of power; planets in cadent houses have the least energy and sup-
port to effect the things they are trying to bring about, at least insofar as the goal
is profitable business dealings. But keep in mind that the nature and condition
of the planets themselves can mitigate the diminished strength of the house and
modify the judgment in the final accounting.**

21 Introduction to Astrology 30.

22 Mathesis 2.18a.

23 SAHL, Questions 1.47.

24  The traditional teachings on the strength of planets and relative angularity has been chal-
lenged in recent years by the Gauquelin Research studies that show the presence of planets
in the cadent sectors having the most correlation to success in professions associated with
the significations of that planet. For example, Mars is said to signify athletes and there is
a significant peak of eminent athletes with Mars located approximately 10-20° above the

Ascendant. In quadrant house systems where the Ascendant is the cusp of the first house,
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THE RELATIVE FAVORABILITY OF THE HOUSES

The second major classification of the chrématistikos houses is the relative bene-
fic or malefic nature of the topics located in each house sector. The traditional
texts use descriptors such as: benefic and malefic, good and bad, favorable and
unfavorable, fortunate and unfortunate, or advantageous and disadvantageous.
The underlying criterion is: how favorable are the topics of these houses in the
life of an individual.

According to the Hellenistic astrologer Timzus, the seven signs that are
chrématistikos are the four angular signs, (first, tenth, seventh, fourth); the two
trigons to the Ascendant (fifth, ninth); and the post-ascension (epanaphora)
of the Midheaven (eleventh). The rest of the signs are achrématistikos (second,
third, sixth, eighth, twelfth).»

This passage only makes sense within the context of the whole-sign house
system, in which signs and houses coincide. It is the configurations of the signs
themselves that provide the basis for this classification. What distinguishes this
classification of favorable houses is that they are all configured by whole-sign
aspects to the Ascendant sign. Furthermore, the signs have an intrinsic rela-
tionship with one another based upon gender, quadruplicity, and triplicity (as
discussed in volume one). The Ascendant symbolizes the life of the individual
and as such serves as the reference point for the topics of life that are favorable
and unfavorable for the life force and its trajectory. Because aspects are con-
nected to rays of light and vision, the houses that receive the light of life from
the Ascendant are highly visible and thus function as prime locations for the
business of life.

Using the first house of life as the point of reference, the sides of the hexagon
connect the first house to the third and eleventh houses by sextile. The sides of
the square connect the first house to the fourth and tenth houses. The sides of

the peak is clearly in the cadent twelfth house. The second peak falls in the ninth house.
another cadent house. I have b een thinking about how to reconcile this finding with the
traditional doctrine of angularity for several years. One line of speculation is that if a
planet is ten to twenty degrees above the Ascendant, it would have been rising over the
Ascendant two hours prior. This is the approximate interval when transition in childbirth
begins; the mother’s labor intensifies as the fetus leaves the uterus to travel down the
birth canal. Could it be the case that if a planet is crossing the Ascendant when transition
begins, that planet has a marked imprint in the life of the native? ‘lhis preserves the power
of angularity linked to the Ascendant degree. In a similar fashion, a second peak in the
cadent ninth house correlates to about eight hours prior to birth, which is the average time
of labor as a whole. Likewise, a planet crossing the Ascendant at the onset of labor will be
located near the ninth house at the time of birth, and may leave a strong impression in the
adults professional life.

25 ANTIOCHUS, StMmary 19; PO RPHYRY, Introduction 36; RHETOR1US, Compendium 27-28.
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FICURE 102. FAVORABLE AND UNFAVORABLE

The houses traditionally considered favorable were first and foremost the angular
houses (first, tenth, seventh, and fourth), followed by the eleventh, ninth, and fifth
houses. The houses traditionally considered unfavorable were those in aversion to the
Ascendant (second, sixth, eighth, twelfth). The third house had limited favorability
and was considered the best of the unfavorable, and the worst of the favorable.

the triangle connect the first house to the fifth and ninth houses by trine. The
diameter connects the first house to the seventh by opposition. The topics of
these houses—siblings, parents, children, spouse, God, honors, and friends—
are all favorable to the individuals best interests.

The houses that are in aversion to the Ascendant—i.e., the houses that are
disconnected or not configured—do not receive the light of life. They are ob-
scure locations where the life force is not enhanced, and are considered to be
unfortunate. These are the sixth house of illness (Bad Fortune), the eighth house
of death (Idle Place), the twelfth house of afflictions (Bad Spirit), and the second
house of finances, whose dark side is greed or debt (Gate of Hadés).

While the third house is linked to the Ascendant by sextile, many ancient
authors did not consider it to be a favorable location. This may be based upon
the premise that the sextile is a weak aspect and the inferior sextile even weaker.
The third house is also handicapped by being a cadent house. (The ninth house
is likewise cadent, but it is more fortunate because of its superior trine to the As-
cendant). Another possible rationale may be in a major topic of the third house
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itself: brothers. In the ancient world, beginning with the Biblical Cain and Abel,
rivalry and fratricide between brothers arose due to the laws of primogeniture
in which the oldest son inherits everything. Astrologers such as Paulus, Fir-
micus Maternus, and Serapio, however, viewed the third house as a favorable
and good house. Hephaistio followed the tradition that the third house was an
unfortunate place (as did Timaeus, Porphyry, and Rhetorius) and ranked the
planets in order from best to worst:

The following are the good places in which it is necessary for them
[i.e., the planets] to be placed. First, the Horoskopos; second, the Mid-
heaven; third, the Good Spirit; fourth, the Good Fortune; after these
the Descendant; then the pivot under the earth; after all [of these],
the ninth place, the so-called God. These are the good places. Evil are
the second and third from the Héroskopos, and the eighth; the two
remaining, which are the sixth and twelfth, are the worst.*

The “good” houses in order, starting from the most favorable, are the first,
the tenth, the eleventh, the fifth, the seventh, the fourth and the ninth. The “bad”
houses in order, starting from the least unfavorable, are the second, the third,
the eighth, and finally, the sixth and the twelfth, the worst of the worst. The third
house can be said to be the least good of the good, or the least bad of the bad.

The favorable houses, those configured to the light force of the Ascendant,
are considered to be fortunate locations for planets. Planets have an array of
positive topics to use in order to bring forth their own significations and agenda.
The unfavorable houses—those in aversion to the light force of the Ascendant—
are considered unfortunate locations for planets because they must express
themselves through the difficult topics of life in order to carry out their agendas.
The benefic or malefic nature of a planet in the house, its condition, and the
condition of the house all play a role in the final judgment. In certain situations,
planets have the power to mitigate or even transform the difficulties encoun-
tered in the unfortunate houses. This will be explained more fully in chapter 82.

ANGULARITY AND FAVORABILITY IN QUADRANT
AND EQUAL HOUSE DIVISIONS

While the Porphyry and equal house systems are described in the Hellenistic

literature, there is not much evidence of their use apart from special inquiries. I
will nevertheless provide some guidelines for those who wish to explore these

26 HepHA1sTIO, Apotelesmatics 112,
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systems to assess relative angularity and favorability.

Valens gave instructions for the calculation of what we now call the quad-
rant Porphyry house system.” He wrote that the first third of the quadrant fol-
lowing the exact degrees of the Asc, Mc, Dsc, and Ic respectively are profit-
able and powerful sectors. The second third of these quadrants are middling,
and the third are noxious and base.® You may want to keep in mind that these
statements were a prelude to a discussion concerning the vitality and length of
life procedure where a planet’s proximity to the Ascendant correlated with the
magnitude of its life force. This house system may thus have more to do with the
magnitude of dynamic energy that is available to a planet than with the favora-
bility of the house topic.

One approach that integrates both Porphyry and whole-sign houses is to
use the Porphyry divisions for assessing the planet’s relative dynamic strength,
while using the whole-sign divisions for determining the topical locations for
the planet’s activities. For example, if a chart has a 25° Libra Ascendant and a
planet is located at 2° Scorpio, that planet would be dynamically strong in the
Porphyry first house, but this strength would express itself in regards to the
second-house topic of generating wealth. In a similar fashion, if a planet was lo-
cated at 10° Libra, it would fall in the Porphyry twelfth house, considered cadent
and therefore weak in regards to the first-house topic of vitality. In length of
life procedures, a planet’s dynamic placement in whatever house system is used
forms the main criterion, regardless of topic.

In the equal-house divisions, the first house is defined from the degree of
the Ascendant extending through the next 30° (in the above example, 25° Libra
to 24° Scorpio). That interval is considered to be angularly strong and favorable
for life as a location for any planet. In addition, that entire sector pertains to
first-house topics, even though it will most likely contain degrees and possibly
planets of the next zodiacal sign. It has been suggested that the sector of each
sign that is both angular in regards to degrees and angular in regards to zodiacal
sign is the purest and strongest expression of the topics of that house, providing
the most dynamic energy and favorable outcomes. In the above example, the
twenty-fifth to the thirtieth degree of Libra is the most potent location for any
planet when using the equal-house system.

27 VALENS, Anthology 3.2.

28  Another way to describe this is to take the number of degrees between the Asc and 1c,
divide that total by three, and then add the first portion to the Ascendant degree to obtain
the first house; the second portion to obtain the second house, and the third portion to

obtain the third house.
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THE HOUSES AND CHRONOLOGICAL AGES

As we have seen, the earliest intimations of the house doctrines came from the
rising, culminating, and setting of the stars—both as timekeepers and as a met-
aphor for the journey of birth, life, and death. The daily journey of the Sun
against the wheel of the houses was also seen to depict the chronological ages of
a human life. Hermes was credited with proposing that the Horoskopos signified
the first age of life as the Sun is born anew each morning when it rises over the
eastern horizon; the Midheaven indicated the middle age of life when the power
of the Sun reaches its peak; and the Setting related to the ending of life as the
Sun sinks below the horizon into the underworld (FIGURE 103).*

Other astrologers divided the chart into four quadrants and assigned the
four primary ages of life to each quadrant. Each quadrant was marked by the
arcs between the Horoskopos, Midheaven, Setting, and the Subterranean Place.
Manilius correlated these four quadrants to infancy, youth, adulthood, and old
age, while Paulus linked them to youth, middle age, old age, and extreme old age
until death.* Paulus specified the use of the specific degrees of the four angles
(asc, Mc, Dsc, and 1c) to demarcate the quadrants, but other authors are silent
on the matter, leaving the question of whole-sign houses open (FIGURE 104).

Serapio utilized the structure of the angular triads for his divisions. Here,
the triad around the Horoskopos shows the first age. The twelfth house shows
the things that happened before birth; the first house shows the middle of the
first age; and the second house shows the latter parts of the first age. The triad
around the Midheaven shows the middle period of the entire life. The ninth
house shows the first part of middle age; the tenth house the middle part; and
the eleventh house the last part. The Setting triad shows the last age of life. The
sixth house shows the beginning of the last age; the seventh, the middle of the
last age; and the eighth, the last parts of the last age (for this reason it is called
the house of death). The Subterranean triad is called death. The third house
represents the things that happened before death; the fourth is death itself; and
the fifth is the things that happen after death. (FIGURE 105).

James Holden explains the reasoning behind this sequence. In the diurnal
motion of the sequence of the houses, the sign that is in the cadent house of
the angular triad would have come to the angle first, before the sign that is now
on the angle, while the sign that is in the succedent house would come to the
angle after the sign that is currently on the angle. Therefore, the cadent house

20 ANTIOCHUS, Summary, 27.
30 MANILIUS, 2.841-855; PAULUS, Introduction, 7.
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FIGURE 103. CHRONOLOGICAL AGES OF LIFE (HERMES)

The angles of the chart demarcated the chronological ages of life, which were de-
fined in three phases according to Hermes. The Horoskopos marked the beginning
of life, the Midheaven the middle of life, and the Setting Place the end of life.
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FIGURE 104. CHRONOLOGICAL AGES OF LIFE (MANILIUS, PAULUS)

Others authors identified the four quadrants with four phases of life: (1) infancy, (2)
youth, (3) adulthood, and (4) old age (Manilius), or: (1) youth, (2) middle age, (3)
old age, and (4) extreme old age (Paulus).
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FIGURE 105. CHRONOLOGICAL AGES OF LIFE (SERAPIO)

For Serapio, the four angular triads divide each age of life into three
phases: the first age of life begins before birth in the twelfth house,
has its middle in the first house, and its end in the second house.
The middle age of life begins in the ninth, has its middle in the
tenth, and its end in the eleventh. The last age of life begins in the
sixth, has its middle in the seventh, and ends in the eighth. Finally,
the third house signifies the things before death, the fourth house
signifies death itself, and the fifth house the things after death.

represents the first part of each age, the angular house the second part, and the
succedent house the final part.

The chronological model also underpins some of the significations for each
of the houses. The first house signifies birth and the beginnings of any endeavor,
the tenth house is associated with the actions and status at the prime of life, and
the fourth house reveals the conditions at the end of life or the end of the matter.
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JOYS OF THE HOUSES

Planets are said to rejoice when they are placed in certain house locations. In
volume one (chapter 15) we explored the affinities that each of the planets have
with particular houses. We will now extend upon this to see how the topics of
the houses themselves also improve when occupied by a rejoicing planet—espe-
cially when the planet belongs to the sect of the chart and is in good condition.

In the scheme of the joys of the houses, Mercury rejoices in the first house
of Life; the Moon rejoices in the third house of the Goddess, Venus rejoices in
the fifth house of Good Fortune; Mars rejoices in the sixth house of Bad For-
tune; the Sun rejoices in the ninth house of God; Jupiter rejoices in the eleventh
house of Good Spirit, and Saturn rejoices in the twelfth house of Bad Spirit. The
planets are said to be exceedingly happy when residing in these houses because
the conditions of these houses are best suited to their natural expression. Their
natural benefic or malefic condition is thought to be more beneficent when they
rejoice. Thus, their condition is improved in their capacity to bring forth ben-
eficial outcomes for the individual. Not only does the planet rejoice, but the
condition of the house is likewise improved when it has a compatible occupant.

The planet that rejoices in a particular house contributes many of the topics
or meanings to that house. For example, Venus, the goddess of love and pleasure,
brings the significations of romance, arts, recreation, and procreation into the
fifth house of Good Fortune. We will detail this more thoroughly in our discus-
sion of the topics of each house.

The thema mundi is a scheme that reveals the underlying structure behind
the planetary rulerships of signs.* There exists a second scheme that informs
the arrangement of the planets in their rejoicing houses, one that unifies the
doctrines of sect and triplicity lords. It illustrates the rationale for the planets in
their joys and gives support to the use of triplicity lords as house rulers in inter-
pretation. It has been suggested that Hellenistic astrology contained two com-
peting traditions of house rulerships. The one depicted in the thema mundi was
based upon the domicile and exaltation lords of a house as the primary rulers.
The other, based upon the joys of the houses, supports the use of the triplicity
lords as the primary rulers of house topics.

Turning your attention to FIGURE 106, note how the planets are arranged
according to their sect status, belonging to either the diurnal or nocturnal sects.
The diurnal-sect planets—Sun, Jupiter, Saturn—rejoice in houses that are above
the horizon. The nocturnal-sect planets—Moon, Venus, Mars—rejoice in hous-

31 Seevolume 1, chapter 12.
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FIGURE 106. THE PLANETARY JOYS OF THE HOUSES

Each of the seven planets were said to rejoice in a specific
house. The house in which a planet rejoiced received many
of its significations from that planet, as well as its fundamen-
tal favorability. The houses in which the malefics rejoiced, for
example, were considered ‘bad’ (kakos), while the houses in
which the benefics rejoiced were considered ‘good’ (agathos).

es that are below the horizon. Because Mercury is common, with the ability
to go either way in terms of his sect status—diurnal or nocturnal depending
upon his degree and the degree of the Ascendant—he can fall above the hori-
zon or below the horizon, maintaining his adaptability. Mercury thus rejoices in
the first house.

The benefic or malefic natures of the planets have an intrinsic connection
to the names of the houses that they rejoice in, and to their fortunate or unfor-
tunate topics. The benefic planets rejoice in benefic houses—Venus in the fitth
house of Good Fortune, and Jupiter in the eleventh house of the Good Spirit.
The malefic planets rejoice in the unfortunate houses—Mars in the sixth house
of Bad Fortune, and Saturn in the twelfth house of the Bad Spirit. Each pair is
polar and complimentary, and each house reflects qualities of the house which
stands opposite to it. The Sun rejoices in the ninth house of the solar God oppo-
site the Moon in the third house of the lunar Goddess.

This scheme also illustrates the integrity of the aspect relationships that
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connect benefic and malefic planetary natures with favorable and unfavorable
house locations. The two luminaries and the benefic planets are all configured
with favorable aspects to the life force of the Ascendant. The Sun in the favorable
ninth house trines the first. Jupiter in the favorable eleventh house witnesses the
first by sextile. Likewise, for the nocturnal sect planets, the Moon in the some-
times-favorable third house is configured by sextile to the first house; Venus in
the favorable fifth trines the first. The two malefic planets are in aversion to the
life force: Mars in the unfortunate sixth, and Saturn in the unfortunate twelfth.
Neither see the Ascendant sign.

Each of the sect lights is configured with a favorable aspect to the benefic
of its own sect and by an unfavorable aspect to the malefic of its sect. The Sun
in the ninth house makes a sextile aspect to Jupiter in the eleventh and squares
Saturn in the twelfth. Likewise, the Moon in the third house makes a sextile to
Venus in the fifth and a square to Mars in the sixth. Mercury, which goes both
ways, receives a trine from the Sun and a sextile from the Moon, reflecting the
exaltation substructure in which the diurnal planets form a trine to one of their
domiciles, while the nocturnal planets form a sextile to one of their domiciles.”?

The lords of each elemental triplicity constellate around the angles in accor-
dance with diurnal and nocturnal sect.* The triplicity lords of the fire signs—the
Sun, Jupiter, and Saturn—hover around the Midheaven. Fire rises to the heights
at the mc. The triplicity lords of the air signs—Saturn, Mercury, Jupiter—clus-
ter near the Ascendant. In accordance with clockwise diurnal motion, air rises
towards fire. The triplicity lords of the water signs—Venus, Mars, Moon—are
closest to the Descendant. Water sinks downwards. And the triplicity lords of
earth—Venus, Moon, Mars—are nearest to the 1c, under the earth, the heaviest
of the elements at the base of the chart.

This schema clearly depicts the intimate relationship between the plane-
tary joys of the houses and the triplicity lords. Triplicity lords were frequent-
ly used for house rulerships by the Hellenistic astrologer Dorotheus of Sidon,
sometimes instead of domicile lords and sometimes in conjunction with them.
Because his work was among the first of the Hellenistic texts to be translated
into Persian and Arabic, his approach greatly influenced the development of

Arabic astrology and, in turn, Medieval astrology. Over time, the first, second,
and third triplicity lords of a house were used to signify the nature and relative
good or bad, ups and downs, of the first, second, and third periods of life. They
were also used to distinguish between the various significations of each house.

32 Seevolume 1, chapter 14.
33 See volume 1, chapter 14.
34  For afuller discussion, see BRENNAN, Hellenistic Astrology, 258.
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Ibn Ezra, who was influenced by Arabic astrological texts and wrote his own in
Hebrew, states that:

The fourth house denotes the father, land, houses and fields, and re-
gions, and buildings, and hidden treasures, and all hidden things, and
the end of any matter. The first ruler of the triplicity signifies the fa-
ther. The second ruler signifies land. The third ruler indicates the end
of the matter.»

—> EXAMPLE CHARTS

35

Using our example charts (reproduced on pages 1154-1155 at the end of
part nine) we will now examine the triplicity lords of the fourth house.
You may wish to review chapter 15 in volume one (triplicity rulerships).

CHART I: The sign of Aquarius occupies the fourth house. Since this is
a diurnal chart and Aquarius belongs to the air triplicity, Saturn is the
first lord, Mercury the second, and Jupiter the third. According to this
procedure, the condition and location of Saturn in the native’s second
house would denote the judgments about the father; he squandered her
paternal inheritance. The condition and location of Mercury in the na-
tive’s tenth house would be used to investigate matters of land and prop-
erty. In midlife, after she embarked upon a career as a successful editor
in a prestigious New York publishing house, she purchased valuable
property on Martha’s Vineyard and in Manhattan. Jupiter in the natal
eighth would show the conditions at the end of life; she gained much
wealth by inheritance from the death of her second husband. Further-
more, Saturn would describe the circumstances in the first part of her
life, concerning fourth-house matters, Mercury during the second part,
and Jupiter during the third.

cHART 11: The sign of Scorpio occupies the fourth house. Since this
is a nocturnal chart and Scorpio belongs to the water triplicity, Mars
is the first lord, Venus is the second lord, and the Moon the third. Ac-
cording to this procedure, the condition and location of Mars in the
native’s twelfth house (ruling the fourth and the ninth) would denote
judgments about the father as well as the first part of life. Picasso’s fa-
ther was a painter who trained and educated Picasso as an artist, as well
as supported him financially in his youth. By the age of twenty-three,
however, Picasso had permanently left his homeland in order to live in

IBN EzrA, The Beginning of Wisdom 3.
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France. He felt that his father was critical of his new artistic style, and
the two became increasingly estranged. This was further compound-
ed when Picasso took his mother’s surname (Picasso) instead of his fa-
ther’s (Ruiz) as his professional identity. Mars is in its fall in Cancer;
Picasso never reconciled with his father before the latter’s death. The
condition and location of Venus, placed in the third house (and ruling
the tenth), describes the matters of land and houses and the second
part of life. Venus in Libra is the benefic of the sect in her own sign of
rulership. During the second part of his life, Picasso gained fame and
success through his profession as an artist. He used his considerable
wealth to purchase lavish homes and estates that also functioned as his
art studios. The Moon in the fifth and ruling the twelfth would show
the conditions at the end of life. At his death he left 45,000 works of art
worth billions of dollars, four children from three different women, and
no will. He was estranged from two of his children, and the division of
his estate took more than six years amidst much enmity and conflict.

Let us establish a baseline for the condition of each house based upon its
relative angularity, favorability, chronological age, and joy. Keep in mind that
these baselines can be modified in any particular chart due to how they are
witnessed by the benefics and malefics. We will return to these considerations

in chapter 78.
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Table 38: Classifications of the Houses: 1-6
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House Relative Relative Chronological  Rejoicing
Angularity Favorability Age (Serapio)  Planet

1ST HOUSE Angular: Fortunate Birth Mercury

Horoskopos High energy ~ Best Middle of the

Body, first age

character

2ND HOUSE Succedent: Unfortunate End of the -

Gate of Hadées  Middling Becomes better first age

Money, energy as the tradition

livelihood goes on

3RD HOUSE Cadent: Least good of ~ Beforedeath ~ Moon

Goddess Low energy the good, least

Siblings, bad of the bad

communica-

tion, sacred

rites

4TH HOUSE Angular: Fortunate Death —

Subterranean  High energy

Place

Parents, home

STH HOUSE Succedent: Fortunate After death Venus

Good Fortune  Middling

Children, energy

creativity,

romance

6TH HOUSE Cadent: Unfortunate,  Beginningof  Mars

Bad Fortune Low energy second worst  the last age

Illness, job,
servitude
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Table 39: Classifications of the Houses: 7-12

House Relative Relative Chronological  Rejoicing
Angularity Favorability Age (Serapio)  Planet

7TH HOUSE  Angular: Fortunate Middle of the —

Setting High energy last age

Marriage, part-

nership

8TH HOUSE Succedent: Unfortunate End of the last

Idle Place Middling age

Death, energy -

inheritance,

money

9TH HOUSE Cadent: Fortunate Beginningof  Sun

God Low energy the middle age

Spirituality,

education,

travel

10TH HOUSE  Angular: Fortunate Middle of the —

Midheaven Highenergy = Second-best middle age

Profession,

reputation,

honors

11TH HOUSE Succedent: Fortunate End of the Jupiter

Good Spirit Middling Third-best middle age

Friends, energy

associates,

aspirations

12TH HOUSE  Cadent: Unfortunate Before birth Saturn

Bad Spirit Low energy Worst

Sorrows,

enemies,

transcendence
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DERIVED HOUSES

The Place of the Good Spirit, the place concerning friends, desires,
acquisitions [...] Relative to the fourth place of parents, it concerns
death. Relative o the fifth place of children, it is the marriage bring-
er. Relative to the seventh place of women, it concerns step-children.
—VALENS.»®

The next twelve chapters will deal with each of the houses in depth. As you look
over the list of historical significations for the houses at the conclusion of each
chapter, you may notice certain meanings that seem to be inconsistent with the
basic principles of that house. For example, the sixth house of illness is also the
house of aunts and uncles, while the seventh house of relationships also signi-
fies grandparents. These additional meanings arise from a procedure known as
derived or derivative houses, which were used extensively in traditional astrolo-
gy. Valens is the earliest source, and by the Medieval period, Bonatti includes a
complete listing for the derivative meanings of each house.”

In the derived house system, each house becomes a new starting point—an
alternative Ascendant—for generating meanings for other houses in order to
study matters relative to that person or topic by a “turning of the wheel”. Derived
houses reveal the matrix of interconnected relationships that exist between the
various houses in the chart.

Many astrologers are already familiar with one instance of this technique,
where the eighth house is considered to be the house of the partner’s money.
Given that the first house is the native and the second the native’s money, if the
seventh house is the partner, then the eighth house is the partner’s money (or
money that comes to you from your partner). In astrological terminology, it is
said that the eighth is the “second from the seventh”.

In a similar way, the derivative meanings of all the houses can be generat-
ed by this method. For example, using the seventh house of the partner as the
point of reference, the ninth house—the “third from the seventh”—signifies the
siblings of the partner, or the native’s brothers or sisters-in-law. The tenth house
as “fourth from the seventh” is the partner’s parents or the native’s father or
mother-in-law. The eleventh as “fifth from the seventh” represents the partner’s
children or the native’s step-children.

It is a useful exercise to develop a reference list of derived house meanings
for each of the houses as you turn the wheel. The implication of this procedure

36  Anthology, 9.2.
37 Anthology 9.2; Book of Astronomy 2.3, 5.
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is that the analysis of each house in your chart pertains not only to the topics
of that particular house, but simultaneously to a host of other relations in your
life. For example, using the fourth house as a reference point for your father, the
meanings of the derived houses are:

FIFTH HOUSE Second (money) from the fourth (father):
the wealth of the father
SIXTH HOUSE Third (siblings) from the fourth (father):

the brothers or sisters of your father
(your uncles and aunts)
SEVENTH HOUSE  Fourth (parent) from the fourth (father):
the parent of your father
(your grandfather)
EIGHTH HOUSE Fifth (children) from the fourth (father):
children of your father (from a
different mother), particularly
your step-siblings.
NINTH HOUSE Sixth (illness) from the fourth (father):
your father’s illness or injuries or even your
genetic illnesses
TENTH HOUSE Seventh (spouse) from the fourth (father):
your father’s wife, or your mother or step-mother
ELEVENTH HOUSE Eighth (death/inheritance) from the fourth (father):
your father’s death
TWELFTH HOUSE Ninth (travels, religion) from the fourth (father):
your father’s religious beliefs
FIRST HOUSE Tenth (profession) from the fourth (father):
your father’s profession or reputation
SECOND HOUSE  Eleventh (friends) from the fourth (father):
your father’s friends
THIRD HOUSE Twelfth (enemies) from the fourth (father):
your father’s enemies

In his discussion of the twelve houses, Bonatti includes a list of all the addi-
tional significations for each house based upon derived assignments. An excerpt
from his chapter on the fourth house illustrates the technique:

And the fourth house even signifies the substance of brothers, be-
cause it is the second from the third; and the household intimates and
assistants of the brothers because it is the third from the second; the



one lands upon rarely has any explicit associations to the meaning of the natal
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children of hidden enemies becausc it is fifth from the twelfth; and
the infirmities of friends and of the houschold intimates of the
king becausc it is the sixth from the eleventh; and the enemies of
the king becausc it is the seventh from the tenth; and the death of
the religion because it is eighth from the ninth; and the religion of
those absent because it is ninth from the eighth; and the profession of
enemies and partners and their mothers because it is the tenth from
the seventh; and the friends of slaves and their fortune, because it is
the eleventh from the sixth; and it signifies the hidden enemies of
children and the [children’s] larger animals, because it is the twelfth
from the fifth.*
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By repeating this exercise for each of the houses, you can assemble twelve
additional significations for each house in the chart based upon the derivative
meanings. From an external perspective, the meaning of the derived house that

foundation house. However, the shift in perspective reveals the structures of
interconnectedness underlying all the topics of life.
Astrologers will often receive questions from clients concerning other peo-
ple in the client’s immediate life. These questions can be baffling for the astrolo-
ger, but the derived house method can be used to address these situations, par-
ticularly in horary astrology.

—> EXAMPLE CHARTS

38

Using our example charts, we will now examine the method of derived
houses.

CHART I: If a question is posed about “the native’s sister’s husband’s
financial prospects’, this is the procedure. The native’s sister is the third
house. The native’s sister’s husband is the seventh (spouse) from the
third (sister), which is the ninth house. The financial prospects of the
husband are the second (money) from the ninth (her husband), which
is the tenth house. The tenth house in the example chart is extremely
powerful; this angular house contains the Sun in Leo ruling the house
as well as the Part of Fortune. Her sister married a prince who was born
with royal wealth.

cHART 11: To obtain information on Picasso's son’s career, this is the
procedure. The native’s son is the fifth house and the son's career is
the tenth house from the fifth, which is the native’s second house. of

Book of Astronomy 2.2.5.
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Picasso's four children, his first and oldest, Paulo, was the only legiti-
mate child. Picasso never divorced Paulo’s mother due to the laws con-
cerning the division of community property. Upon Picasso’s death, Pau-
lo was one of the two main administrators as well as the uncontested
beneficiary of his father’s financial fortune, reflecting the second-house
topics. Mercury is the lord of the second-house sign, Virgo; Paulo was
known for his love of and skill in motorcycle and car racing. Mytho-
logical Hermés had winged sandals to speed his way on his journeys
and signifies all forms of transportation. Finally, one might note that
Mercury is located in Picasso’s fourth house; Paulo was also a chauffeur
for his father, a fourth-house signification.
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Topics of the Houses

The first House shows, Life; the second wealth doth give;
The third how Brethren, fourth how Parents live;

Issue the fifth; the sixth Diseases bring;

The seventh Wedlock; the cighth denotes the thing
Called Death; the ninth declares Man’s Faith and Zeal;
The tenth the glory of a Commonweal;

True Friendship from the eleventh house is known;
And sorrows from the twelfth; (to everyone).

—PEZELIUS'

WE NOW TURN TO A DISCUSSION OF THE COMPOSITE MEANINGS OF EACH
of the twelve houses. The term topics reflects the Greek word topos that was used
for the sectors of the chart where the experiences and activities of the human
condition were thought to take place.

Most students of astrology learn the meanings of the houses by memorizing
lists of seemingly unrelated concepts. In contrast, we hope to show how the
meanings of each house are drawn from the various classifications—relative an-
gularity, favorability, chronological ages—as well as from the names, derivatives,
and planetary joys of the houses. We will also incorporate associations from my-
thology, culture, and historical context in order to gain a more comprehensive
understanding for the house meanings and how they change over the course of
the tradition. Uncovering the various significations of the houses from a histor-
ical perspective is a form of archaeology. Some ancient significations survive
into the modern era, others drop out due to errors of mistranslation or omission,
while altogether new ones are added and become part of the surviving tradition.
In many cases the dominant paradigms, cultural values, and social changes of
the era inform the additional significations that accrue to the houses.

1 Cited by GapBURY in The Doctrine of Nativities.
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The following chapters will provide the foundational meanings of each
house and, upon this basis, chart the changes, developments, and continuities
up to the modern period. In doing this, we hope to show how traditional con-
cepts can be better applied to the circumstances and concerns of modern life.
Each chapter provides detailed tables giving the significations and citations
for each house according to practicing astrologers of the Hellenistic, Medieval,
Renaissance, and modern eras. In this way, you can track the development of
house meanings over the course of the astrological tradition. An essential ques-
tion that astrologers must ask is whether new additions to the corpus in some
way conform to the fundamental principles that stand behind the house mean-
ings, or if they are a passing fashion.

If you have a background in modern astrology, consider setting aside the
planet/house associations that you learned as part of the twelve-letter alphabet
system. These correspondences for the visible planets entered into the astrolog-
ical tradition in the sixteenth century (after more than 1600 years), while those
of the outer planets emerged in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.

While studying Hellenistic astrology, try to detach Neptune from the twelfth
house, Uranus from the eleventh, Saturn from the tenth, Jupiter from the ninth,
Pluto from the eighth, Venus from the seventh, Mercury from the sixth, the Sun
from the fifth, the Moon from the fourth, Mercury from the third, Venus from
the second, and Mars from the first. Afterwards you can decide whether or not
to continue your use of these correlations between the planets and houses.

A NOTE ON SOURCES

The tables in the following twelve chapters consolidate the house significations
given in Hellenistic (Greek and Latin), Medieval (Arabic, Latin, Hebrew), Re-
naissance (Latin, French, German, English), and Modern (English) primary
sources. In some cases, especially in the Medieval tradition, both Arabic and
Latin variants of a single source text exist. Sometimes, a later author will cite an
earlier author, often in a translation that provides information that is different
from the original. In order to maintain a streamlined presentation, we have con-
densed some of these variations in order to avoid repetition or confusion.

For those who wish to examine the traditional sources in more detail, we
have provided an annotated bibliography of the Hellenistic and Medieval au-
thors at the end of this volume. With regard to the house significations pre-
sented in the remainder of this section, the following clarifications should be
made. The significations attributed to Hermes Trismegistus are those cited by
Thrasyllus, who has a separate entry. Thrasyllus himself only gave significations
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for the first eight houses, following a tradition based on an eight-house system
(oktotopos). For Sahl ibn Bishr, we have consulted the Arabic and Latin versions
of his text, and condensed the significations from both to avoid repetition.* The
entries for al-Qabisi include the material that he attributes to Alendezgod, as
well as significations attributed to Alcabitius given in Ibn Ezra’s The Beginning
of Wisdom. Guido Bonatti’s significations largely repeat the Arabic sources that
preceded him. His entries have been pruned to reflect his own contributions
(where he has provided them), as well as the significations that he draws from
sources that we do not have separate entries for.?

Among the modern astrologers, we have referred mostly to astrologi-
cal texts from the twentieth century (1898-1985). The books used to assemble
the lists for this period were restricted to those with dedicated sections on the
significations of each house. Alan Leo’s entries synthesize significations from
two different books published in the same decade (1904, 1910). However, we
have retained two entries for Dane Rudhyar, whose two cited works were pub-
lished almost forty years apart, in order to better display his influence on the
intervening astrologers. First editions of modern works have been followed
whenever possible.*

The significations listed in the house tables that follow are drawn more or
less verbatim, with occasional modifications, from the cited sources. As a re-
sult, the descriptions retain the style, character, and expression of the individual
authors. While some rough edges have been smoothed out, a certain degree of
unevenness remains, especially with regards to flow and expression, reflecting
the stylistic diversity of the sources over time.

2 Principally via Benjamin N. Dyke’s translations. See the annotated bibliography at the end
of this volume for details. ) ) .

3 The Arabic astrologers that Bonatti quotes on the significations of the houses include:
ad-Dawla, al-Andarzagar, al-Qabist, Sahl ibn Bishr, al-Mansur, al-Khaiyat, al-Qalandar,
al-Battani, ‘Umar al-Tabari, Albuaz, and al-Kindi. o 3

4 Max and Augusta Heindel's Mess age of the Stars (1913) was consulted in its 1927 edition,
which follows the 1922 revised version.






CHAPTER 64

The First House

THE HOUR-MARKER (HOROSKOPOS)

Turn now your gaze upon heaven as it climbs from the first cardinal
point, where the rising signs commence afresh their wonted cours-
es, and a pale Sun swims upward from the icy waves and begins by
slow degrees to blaze with golden flame as it attempts the rugged path
where the Ram heads the procession of the skies. This temple, Mer-
cury, son of Maia, men say is yours, marked for its bright aspect with
a designation which writers also give you for name. The one ward-
ship is commissioned with two charges; for in it nature has placed all
fortunes of children and has made dependent upon it the prayers of
parents. —MANILIUS.'

RHETORIUS BEGAN HIS DISCUSSION OF THE HOUSES NOT WITH THE FIRST
house but with the twelfth because it was the house of childbirth. The entrance
into life began during a mother’s labor as the child leaves the womb and jour-
neys down the birth canal. During this transition (depending on the length of
the labor) the rising sign ascends over the eastern horizon. The exact moment
of birth into the external world is designated by the exact degree of the rising
sign on the horizon.

The joy and relief of a live birth is metaphorically heralded with the sound-
ing of trumpets. Sextus Empiricus includes a fanciful image in his commentary
on astrology. He tells us that a man sitting beside the woman in labor marks the
time of birth by means of a gong; a Chaldean astrologer sits on a peak watching
the stars and, upon hearing the gong, notes the rising sign.*

The first house is considered the strongest house in terms of angularity and
the best house in terms of favorability because it signifies the triumph of in-
defatigable life over death. It signifies zoé, the physical life of the body. In the
chronological ages of the houses, it represents birth and youth. The first house

1 MANILIUS, Astrononiia 2.939-48.
2 SEXTUS EMPIRICUS, Against the Astrologers 5.68.
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forms the main reference point and foundation for the entire chart because it
signifies the life of the native in terms of both body and character. The astro-
logical signatures of the first house indicate how the life will unfold and move
forward as well as the vital force, constitution, and character of the person. The
meaning is extended in horary and electional astrology to the beginning of all
enterprises and events.

In the whole-sign house system, all the degrees of the rising sign occupy
the entire first house, which was called the Héroskopos in Greek (héros, “hour”
and skopos, “marker”), the “hour marking the birth”. This word was later used to
refer to the entire chart or “horoscope”. When the texts refer to a planet marking
the hour, they mean that this planet is located in the first house. The Latin astrol-
ogers translated Horoskopos as ascendens, the zodiacal sign “ascending” over the
eastern horizon at the hour of birth. It is from this word that we get the modern
term Ascendant. The first house not only contains all the degrees of the zodiacal
sign rising at birth, but also all of the planets that occupy that sign.

The life force, physical constitution, vitality, and general state of health are
all indicated by the first house, as well as the predisposition to illness and the
ability to overcome and resist disease. One of the first inquiries of ancient as-
trologers was a careful examination of the first house to ascertain the viability of
the life, whether the child would live, and whether it would be healthy, injured,
or orphaned. The presence of malefic planets or their rays close to the degree of
the Ascendant was a concern, because their destructive energies could point to
a tenuous hold on life. The strength of the constitution and life force was based
on a full evaluation of the first house.

The zodiacal sign and planets that are located in the first house describe
the form and appearance of the body. Traditional astrological books abound
with elaborate descriptions of physical appearance in terms of the various rising
signs and planets in the first house.

The Greek word pneuma is also used in reference to the first house. Pneuma
means “breath” or “spirit” and refers to the divine breath of life that animates
the body, the non-physical spirit which is inhaled at the moment of birth. It
is this spirit that gives rise to a person’s character, and for this reason the first
house signifies the native’s character. This pneuma, which can indicate good or
bad character, is the subtle force that fills and governs the soul, and gives the
individual the power of knowing, desiring, deciding, and acting. In the Chris-
tian literature of the Hellenistic period, the Holy Spirit (pneuma to hagion) is
often depicted descending in the form of a dove into an individual’s crown. In
an astrological context, it is the temperament, the moral and intellectual incli-
nation, the kind of “grit” a person is made of. Zéé and preuma together refer to
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the breath of life and quality of soul that is infused into the physical body at the
moment of birth.

The first house is the house in which Mercury rejoices. Rhetorius writes
that “the star of Hermés rejoices when it is present in the first house because
divine spirit (pneuma) takes form through the word (logos)”? This statement
echoes the opening verse of the Gospel of John, which states: “In the beginning
was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God” (John 1.1).
The first house denotes life, body, speech, the beginning of all actions, as well as
the thoughts on one’s mind.* The presence of joyful Mercury in the first house
indicates a person whose power of speech and oratory skills carry the influence
of their ideas.

The words z6¢ and pneuma—life and spirit—were a common pairing in
the New Testament literature written concurrently to many of the Hellenistic
texts. These two words were the foundational concepts of the first house. When
preuma is also connected with logos, spirit becomes manifest on earth not only
through one’s bodily actions, but also through the words that one speaks and the
thoughts one thinks. Buddhist teachings stress the importance of the precious
human rebirth. The body gives life a place where the spirit can reside and from
which it can take action, and it is only while inhabiting a human body that spir-
itual enlightenment can be realized. Thus the first house—the rejoicing of Mer-
cury—represents the union of the physical body and the divine mind, which
Plato called the soul and Valens, the spirit.

There are references in ancient texts that posit the solar hemisphere as above
the horizon and the lunar hemisphere as below the horizon. The Sun signifies
the spirit and the Moon, the body.s In the whole-sign house system, depending
upon the exact degree of the Ascendant, part of the first house will be above the
horizon in the realm of the solar spirit, while the other part will be below the
horizon in the domain of the lunar body. The first house is thus the place where
the spirit and the body meet and integrate. Mercury rejoices here because his
dual nature bridges the solar spirit and the lunar body.

Another important name used by Hellenistic astrologers for the first house
is oiax—the handle of a rudder or tiller, the steering wheel of a ship—translated
in some texts as “helm”. In classical iconography, Tuché (Fortuna), the goddess
of chance and fortune, often held a rudder in one hand. The term suggests that
the first house was also understood as the way by which we steer our lives to its
destiny/destination. Planets in the first house have their hands on the steering

3 RueToR1US, Compendium s;.
4 I8N EzRA, Beginning of Wisdom 3.
5 VaLENS, Anthology 1.1
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wheel of our ship of life, and the lord of the first house is the steersperson who
directs the course of the life journey. The analysis of the domicile lord of the first
house is a primary traditional procedure used in the overall evaluation of the
success of the life as a whole (see chapter 87).

In modern astrology, the first house represents the self as a person’s identity
and personality; the first impression that we make on others as we move out
into the world. Does a person have good or bad personality, a lot of personality,
charisma, presence, or are they bland and unnoticeable? From a psychological
perspective, the first house is the persona—the image we project to others as
well as how others see us. Women sometimes talk about “putting on their face”
with make-up and hair styling before leaving home. The first house can also be
the mask in front of our true self which allows us to move more easily in simple
everyday interactions in society. On this level, the first house is our outer pack-
aging, our brand, and how we present ourselves.

When we also consider the ancient view that the first house represents our
character and vital life force as well as our bodily appearance, it deepens our un-
derstanding of what tradition considers the best and strongest of the houses. On
the most fundamental level, the significations of the planets in the first house
are made manifest through the body as seen in the activities of athletes, dancers,
and physical fitness trainers. But even more, the first house is made manifest
when a person embodies the qualities of their character, modeling their values
and beliefs. Sometimes when interpreting the first house, it is not about what a
person does, but rather who they are that shapes the life purpose.

The most traditional understanding of the first house posits that it is only
the first house and the ruler of the Ascendant that signify the individual; every
other house objectively represents someone or something else in its own right.
In most modern psychological approaches, the entire chart is the individual and
each house is the person’s perception of others that is completely subjective. A
middle ground could be proposed in which the first house represents the indi-
vidual, and each of the other houses depict how others objectively impact the
person. However, all agree that the first house represents the native: the individ-
ual with their body, character, mind, personality, and identity.
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Table 40. The First House: Summary and Primary Sources

Summary

NAME

ANGULARITY
STRENGTH
FAVORABILITY
RANKING

AGE OF LIFE
PLANETARY JOY

TRADITIONAL
SIGNIFICATIONS

ADDITIONAL MODERN
SIGNIFICATIONS

Hour-Marker (Héroskopos)
Ascendant, helm

Angular

Strong, stable

Favorable

First

Youth

Mercury

Body

Appearance

Physical constitution
Vital life force

Life of the native
Temperament, character
Mind, spirit, speech
Beginning of all actions

Individuality
Identity
Image
Personality
Persona
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Hellenistic Primary Sources

Authors

HERMES TRISMEGISTUS
Egypt, semi-mythical/first century BCE
As cited by Thrasyllus

THRASYLLUS
Alexandria and Rome, first century CE
The Table (CCAG 8.3.99-101)

ANTIOCHUS OF ATHENS
Athens, first century BC or CE
Summary 24, 25

MANILIUS
Rome, first century CE
Astronomica 2.939-46, 2.829-35

VALENS OF ANTIOCH
Alexandria, second century
Anthology 4.12, 9.2

PAULUS OF ALEXANDRIA
Alexandria, fourth century
Introductory Matters 24

FIRMICUS MATERNUS
Rome, fourth century
Mathesis 2.21.2

RHETORIUS OF EGYPT
Egypt, sixth or seventh century
Compendium 57

First-House Significations

Horoskopos as helm, indicative of fortune,
soul, way of life, siblings

Life (za€)

Helm of the life, entrance into the phys-
ical life, indicative of the soul, behavior,
and all such matters; Hour-Marker of the
place of life, for things concerning life
are studied from it

All fortunes of children and prayers of
parents, temple of Mercury, formation of
character, success to enterprises, profes-
sion, education, youth of life, station of
birth

Life, helm, body, breath; basis of years;
the soul- or life-breath (psuchikon pneu-
ma, “psychic spirit”)

Giver of life and breath, helm, time of
youth, joy of Mercury

Life and spirit, contains the fundamen-
tal facts of the nativity, framework and
substance of the entire nativity

Helm, newborn, beginning of interpreta-
tion of the nativity, breath/spirit, founda-
tion of the nativity, joy of Mercury
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Medieval Primary Sources

Authors

AL-ANDARZAGHAR

Sassanid Persia, c. seventh century
As quoted by Bonatti

Book of Astronomy 2.3.5

SAHL IBN BISHR
Khurasan and Baghdad, ninth century
The Introduction 3

ABU MA'SHAR

Balkh and Baghdad, ninth century
Great Introduction to Astrology 6.26
Abbreviation of the Introduction 1.109

AL-QABISI

Aleppo, tenth century

Introduction to the Science of Astrology,
1.57b, with additional material cited
by Ibn Ezra

AL-BIRUNI
Ghazni, eleventh century
Elements of the Art of Astrology 461

ABRAHAM IBN EZRA
Spain, twelfth century
The Beginning of Wisdom

First-House Significations

First triplicity lord signifies life and
nature of native or querent, his delights,
pleasures, what he esteems or hates,
good or evil at beginning of life; second
triplicity lord signifies good will that
happens to him in second third of life;
third triplicity lord signifies end of the
matter at death

Life and death, bodies and life and every
beginning, querent’s secret questions
revealed, speech

Haroskopos, body and life of the native
and all their undertakings, conditions of
every commencement and motion

Soul, bodies and life, beginnings of
works, interrogations, orating, speech,
thoughts in the mind, beginning of

life; first triplicity lord signifies life and
nature of native/querent, their pleasure
and desire, what they love and hate, what
good or bad may come to them at the
beginning of life; second triplicity lord
signifies life, power, strength of middle
of life; third triplicity lord signifies what
the other two triplicity lords signify and
the end of life in death

Soul, life, length of life, education, native
land

Life, body, speech, mind, fruitfulness, be-
ginning of all actions, thoughts on mind,
beginning of life
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Medieval Primary Sources (Continued)
Authors First-House Significations

GUIDO BONATTI
Italy, thirtcenth century
Book of Astronomy 2.3.5

LEOPOLD OF AUSTRIA
Austria, thirteenth century

A Compilation of the Science of
the Stars 4.1.77-80

Life, body of native, querent, beginning of any
work

Life and the weakness of life, querent asking
questions from secret of his own heart, bodies and
every beginning of motion
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Renaissance Primary Sources

Authors

JOHANNES SCHOENER
Germany, sixteenth century
Opusculum Astrologicum 2.5, 6

CLAUDE DARIOT

France, sixteenth century
Introduction to the Judgment of
the Stars 1.13

JEAN-BAPTISTE MORIN
France, seventeenth century
Astrologica Gallica 17.3

WILLIAM LILLY
England, seventeenth century
Christian Astrology 7

JOHN GADBURY
England, seventeenth century
The Doctrine of Nativities 6.1

First-House Significations

Life of men, spirit, constitution of body, whatever
happens to the body; rules head, eyes, ears, nose,
polyps, and stink of mouth; ascending, feminine,
phlegmatic, northern, green; co-significator:
Saturn

Life (lists significations in terms of derived houses
from it); first triplicity lord shows the life and
nature of the native, what they love and hate in the
beginning of life; second triplicity lord judges the
force and strength of the body; third has the same
significations as the first two, and governs old age

Life, temperament, health, habits, intelligence

Life, stature, appearance, especially head and face,
white color, joy of Mercury, good orators, co-sig-
nificators: Aries and Saturn (Aries is the first sign,
Saturn the first planet)

Life, stature, form, shape, temperament, accidents
of the body, qualities of the mind, faith, tace, com-
plexion, Horoscope, Ascendant, angle of the east
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Modern Primary Sources
Authors First-House Significations

LUKE BROUGHTON
UK, USA, nineteenth century
Elements of Astrology (1898)

ALAN LEO

UK, twenticth century

How to Judge a Nativity (1904)
The Key to Your Own Nativity
(1910)

LLEWELLYN GEORGE
usa, twentieth century

A to Z Horoscope Maker and
Delineator (1910)

MAX & AUGUSTA HEINDEL
UsaA, twentieth century
Message of the Stars (1913)

CHARLES E. O. CARTER
UK, twentieth century
Principles of Astrology (1925)

DANE RUDHYAR
France, usa, twentieth century
The Astrology of Personality
(1936)

MARGARET HONE
UK, twentieth century
The Modern Textbook of
Astrology (1950)

Signifies life of man, stature, complexion, shape of
native or querent; rules head or face; white color,
masculine

Personality, natural disposition, worldly outlook,
physical experiences obtained through the five
senses; head and face, personal appearance, char-
acter

Nativity, personality, disposition, tendencies,
self-interest, worldly outlook; head and face

Physical body, its constitution and appearance,
conditions in youth

Physical body as instrument through which higher
principles manifest in the material being; health,
temperament, physical build, appearance, man-
ners; how a person appears to acquaintances

Bodily form, personal appearance, outlook on
life, awareness of self, subjective viewpoint, form
principle, the particular destiny; “the sower”

Person, physical characteristics, type, Aries, fire,
angularity, cardinality
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Modern Primary Sources (Continued)

Authors

CARROLL RIGHTER
USA, twentieth century
Astrology and You (1956)

ERNEST & CATHERINE GRANT
UsA, twentieth century
Textbook Series (c. 1960)

JULIA & DEREK PARKER
UK, twentieth century
The Compleat Astrologer (1971)

DANE RUDHYAR
France, usa, twentieth century
The Astrological Houses (1972)

M. MARCH & J. MCEVERS
UsaA, twentieth century

The Only Way to Learn Astrolo-
£y vol. 1 (1976)

HOWARD SASPORTAS
UK, twentieth century
The Twelve Houses (1985)

First-House Significations

You, your desires, physical appearance, optimal
environment, health, personality; brings you to
the moment

Early life, childhood, development of personality
and disposition, physical body and constitution,
head, health

Personality, disposition, health, temperament,
physical build, appearance, behavior

Experiences that lead to discovery of unique indi-
viduality, point of manifestation of the universal
spirit

Personality, natural disposition, tendencies, indi-
viduality, self-expression, packaging, physical body,
health, early childhood, approach to life, worldly
outlook, appearance and bearing, beginnings of all
cnterprises, natural sign Aries, natural ruler Mars,
house of life, keyword: identity

Universal expression through each of us, lens
through which we perceive the world, focus we
bring to life, discovery of unique identity, how we
get things started, experience of our birth, how we
mect life, effect we have on others, atmosphere of
early environment, heroic quest, some indications
of physical vitality and appearance, naturally asso-
ciated with Mars and Aries
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The Second House

THE GATE OF HADES (HAIDOU PULE)

Not more fortunate is the portion of heaven above the west or that
opposite it below the east; suspended the former faces downward,
the latter on its back, they either fear destruction at the hands
of the neighboring cardinal or will fall if cheated of its support.
—MANILIUS.!

THE SECOND HOUSE HAS COMPLEX AND CONTRADICTORY IMPLICATIONS
in the ancient astrological literature. On one hand it is a succedent house of
moderate strength and support associated with the native’s livelihood and mon-
ey (coupled with hopes and expectations for increase). On the other hand, it is
classified as a dark, shaded, unfavorable place because it is in aversion to the
Ascendant and does not receive the light of the life force. The second house also
carried an ominous name—the Gate of Hadés. Together with the eighth house,
Manilius called it the “dread abode of the monster Typhon” No planet rejoices
in this sector.

As previously discussed, there is a precursor for the notion of house mean-
ings in the Ancient Egyptian beliefs concerning the diurnal journey of the Sun.
As the Sun rises from the Subterranean Place near the Lower Heaven and moves
towards the Ascendant, it reaches the second house just before sunrise. In the
pre-dawn hours, the Gates of Hadés usher the Sun out of the underworld and
towards its daily rebirth on the eastern horizon. In this context, the second
house and the gates to rebirth correlates to its polar opposite, the eighth house
of death, where the Sun begins its descent into the underworld as it approaches
the western horizon.

An early reference to the Gates of Hadés can be found in the New Testa-
ment, which was written concurrently with many of the Hellenistic astrological
texts. The site of Ceesarea Philippi, an ancient Roman city at the foot of Mount

1 Astronomica 2.871-874.
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Hermon in Israel, is buttressed against a large cliff known as the “Rock of the
Gods”. From the mouth of a cave at the base of this cliff, a stream flowed that
was thought to emerge from the underworld. When Jesus brought his disciples
to this site, which contained shrines to Pan and the nymphs, it was considered a
pagan, degenerate place. He proclaimed: “You are Peter, and on this rock, I will

»,

build my church, and the gates of Hadés will not overcome it”.

FOLLOW THE MONEY

Hadés was the abode of Pluto, and among other attributions, Pluto was the
god of wealth. Jesus was outraged by the temple priests who allowed the mon-
ey changers and lenders to facilitate a brisk trade in the sacred precincts that
exploited the poor in their purchase of sacrificial animals as offerings for the
rituals. Jesus’ intention was that his church remain uncorrupted by the immoral
financial practices that were associated with the pagan god of wealth who resid-
ed in Hades. From this perspective we can see how the adage, “money is the root
of all evil’; casts the shadow of unfavorability onto the second house.

However, the underworld of Hadés (Pluto) is also the source of hidden
wealth beneath the earth. Ancient Greek iconography depicts Ploutos, a young
child of Déméteér (the goddess of agriculture), holding a cornucopia of vegeta-
tive bounty arising from under the earth. Echoing some of the fourth-house
significations, it is from Pluto’s domain that the yearly renewal of crops emerges
into the upper world together with oil, gemstones, gold, and other precious met-
als. In this way, we can see how the riches of Hadés are easily transposed into the
money generated from one’s livelihood.

The main Greek word used for second-house significations is bios, which,
like z6€, means “life’, but in this context it refers to one’s manner of livelihood,
i.e., the means of making a living. One of the fundamental issues of human
survival is how a person gains the necessary resources to support and sustain
physical existence: a roof over one’s head, food on the table, money in the bank.
The second house points to the factors involved in generating, maintaining, and
substantiating one€’s lifestyle.

Poverty is one of the unfortunate outcomes of the second house. Lack of
money can lead to misery through paucity of fundamental necessities, such as
adequate shelter, sufficient food, access to medical care, and educational oppor-
tunities—not only for oneself, but also for one’s family and dependents.

2 Matthew 16:18.
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Second-house topics speak to one’s relationship to wealth, as well as one’s
manner of livelihood. A second-house analysis can assess a person’s financial
standing in terms of relative richness or poverty. But beyond that, the second
house describes all of our financial habits—generosity or miserliness; saving and
spending; investing wisely or recklessly; living within or beyond our means; our
caution or risk in financial ventures; how we accrue debt; how we meet, evade,
or default on financial obligations; and finally, the ruin that can result from fi-
nancial irresponsibility and ignorance.

Alongside livelihood (bios), the texts give elpis as a signification for the sec-
ond house—the hopes or expectations of gain. No matter how much money
a person has, it seems as if most people always want more. The second house
incorporates the hope for ever more prosperity and material possessions to sat-
isfy the underlying needs of basic livelihood. If we are “waiting for our ship to
come in’, does it bring justified optimism and hope for the future, or unrealis-
tic yearnings and expectations that result in continual disappointment? Such
expectations can lead to the accumulation of wealth as a beneficial influence
that improves the overall condition of life, or to financial greed and other grave
difficulties of the human condition.

As the astrological tradition developed over time, the topics of possessions,
substance, acquisitions, and household furnishings were added to the sec-
ond-house meanings. The earnings from livelihood can be used to purchase
or barter for the physical possessions that add solidity and substantiality to the
self. The second house describes not only the amount, quality, or value of one’s
possessions, but also how a person thinks and acts around what they consider
to belong to them. Is a person possessive and grasping, or are they generous and
sharing? Does a person use what they have, hoard their possessions, or pass
them on when no longer needed? How many rooms and storage lockers are
filled with the life’s accumulations? Does a person have so many belongings that
they cannot move or be flexible for life’s opportunities? How many friendships
are ruined over the mishandling of one’s possessions? To what extent are mar-
riages and partnerships affected by financial expectations, resentments, and dis-
agreements? Is a person financially dependent upon their partner or parents for
survival, and if so, does that compromise one’s integrity and personal freedom?

With the modern era and the trend towards psychological approaches in as-
trology, the concepts of self-worth and values become part of the second house’s
descriptions. However, these themes are rooted in money. Self-reliance contrib-
utes to a sense of self-worth. When a person can provide financially for oneself,
they are not dependent upon others for survival. Being able to provide for others
also bolsters one’s sense of worth. But the shadow side of the second house lies
in the danger of identifying one’s self-worth with one’s net worth, or in judging
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the worth of others based upon their material accumulations. Comparison with
others can result in perceived lack, leading to envy and self-denigration.

The second house also raises the issue of one’s values. For those who wish to
explore their experience of the second house beyond the fundamental need for
financial security, ethical questions about money can arise. What is the proper
nature of livelihood? Are the activities associated with making money in accor-
dance with one’s values? Does it benefit others and the world? It has been said
that every time you spend money, you are casting a vote for the kind of world
you want. Does a person’s financial choices clearly reflect their values, or is the
issue much more complicated? The ways in which survival forces a person to
compromise their values can be an important therapeutic investigation around
second-house issues.

Individuals who have an emphasis on second-house matters often encoun-
ter life lessons about the transformation of potential power into financial worth.
An overriding agenda is learning to support and sustain the life in ways that are
not only self-affirming, but also in the best interests of others. On a spiritual
level, therefore, the second house can point to techniques of prosperity con-
sciousness: the powers of envisioning and magnetizing in order to transform
energy into manifestation. Good financial fortune can support philanthropy
and investment in projects that further our spiritual values; but regardless of
how financially fortunate we are, offerings and generosity always play a central
role in spiritual development, especially when it entails personal sacrifice. The
second house also allows us to examine the ways in which material desire drives
our lives, bringing awareness to our material attachments, and showing us how
to let go and embrace the process of cyclical renewal.

To return to the theme of the Gate of Hadeés, it has often been said that
money is the root of all evil. Financial ignorance, mismanagement of money,
and other difficulties in this area can have dire consequences. In previous eras,
if a person could not pay their debts, they could not only be sent to prison, they
could also be forced into hard labor, or their entire family could be sold into
slavery. In modern times, people face foreclosure and bankruptcy due to finan-
cial misfortune. For some, the irresponsible use of credit cards can be a fast road
to hell. Money can be used as an instrument of power and control over people,
while greed clearly contributes to the exhaustion and destruction of the planet’s

natural resources. Boundless desire and greed result in gluttony, one of the sev-
en traditional vices, and when greed and gluttony are rampant, “following the
money” can indeed open the gates of hell.
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Table 41. The Second House: Summary and Primary Sources

Summary
NAME Gate of Hades (Haidou Pulé)
ANGULARITY Succedent
STRENGTH Middling strength and support
FAVORABILITY Unfavorable
RANKING Eighth
AGE OF LIFE Latter part of the first age of life
PLANETARY JOY None
TRADITIONAL Money
SIGNIEICATIONS Livelihood (bios)

Possessions

Resources used to maintain manner
of life

Wealth and poverty

Expectations of prosperity

Fears of financial lack

Earning, saving, and spending habits
Substance, possessions, acquisitions

ADDITIONAL MODERN Self-worth, values

SIGNIFICATIONS Power of manifestation
Managing desire and attachment
Generosity and philanthropy
Greed as the road to hell
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Hellenistic Primary Sources

Authors

HERMES TRISMEGISTUS
Egypt, semi-mythical/first century BCE
As cited by Thrasyllus

THRASYLLUS
Alexandria and Rome, first century CE
The Table (ccac 8.3.99-101)

ANTIOCHUS OF ATHENS
Athens, first century BC or CE
Summary 24, 25

MANILIUS
Rome, first century CE
Astronomica 2. 871-880

VALENS OF ANTIOCH
Alexandria, second century
Anthology 4.12, 9.2

PAULUS OF ALEXANDRIA
Alexandria, fourth century
Introductory Matters 24

FIRMICUS MATERNUS
Rome, fourth century
Mathesis 2.21.3

RHETORIUS OF EGYPT
Egypt, sixth or seventh century cE
Compendium 57

Second-House Significations

Hopes

Manner or means of living, livelihood

Expectations, the things that follow life

Unfortunate, fears destruction or down-
fall due to lack of support from Ascen-
dant, abode of Typhon

Manner of living, Gate of Hadés, shaded
place, giving, receiving, community,
livelihood, income from property

Livelihood, Gate of Hadés, giver of good
expectations

Increase of hope and possessions, Gates
of Hadés, inactive due to aversion with
Ascendant

Livelihood, Gate of Hadés, idle (inactive)
place
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Medieval Primary Sources

Authors

AL-ANDARZAGHAR

Sassanid Persia, c. seventh century
Quoted by Bonatti in

Book of Astronomy 2.3.5

SAHL IBN BISHR
Khurasan and Baghdad, ninth century
The Introduction 3 (Latin); 2 (Arabic)

ABU MA'SHAR

Balkh and Baghdad, ninth century
Great Introduction to Astrology 6.26
Abbreviation of the Introduction 1.110

AL-QABISI

Aleppo, tenth century

Introduction to the Science of Astrology
1.58, with additional material cited by
Ibn Ezra

AL-BIRUNI
Ghazni, eleventh century
Elements of the Art of Astrology 461

ABRAHAM IBN EZRA
Spain, twelfth century
The Beginning of Wisdom

Second-House Significations

The triplicity lord that is strongest by
condition and place is the source and
significator of substance and acquisition;
first, second, and third triplicity lords
give substance in the beginning, middle,
and end of life respectively

Substance, taking money and donations,
assets, assistants, profiting, labor

Possessions, dealings (income), wealth,
gathering and storing wealth, means and
conditions of livelihood, receiving and
giving

Assets, means of livelihood, under-
officials, end of youth, substance; first
triplicity lord gives substance in the
beginning of life, second in the middle,
third in the end

Suckling, nutriment, disaster to eyes if
overtaken by ill luck, livelihood, house-
hold requisites, assistants, profession of
children

Money, possessions, trading, food, assis-
tants, those who obey one’s commands,
the witnesses, keys and treasures; first tri-
plicity lord signifies money in early years
of life, second in middle years, third at
end of life
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Medieval Primary Sources (Continued)

Authors

GUIDO BONATTI
Italy, thirteenth century
Book of Astronomy 2.3.5

LEOPOLD OF AUSTRIA
Austria, thirteenth century

A Compilation of the Science of
the Stars 4.1.82

Second-House Significations

Aggregation of substance or possessions, denarii
and bezants (Roman and Byzantine currency),
recciving and donations, lord of the second located
in each house shows the place where native re-
ceives substance

Assets and the gathering and storing of them, the
cause of the means of livelihood, the situation of
its giving and taking
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aissance Primary Sources

Authors

JOHANNES SCHOENER
Germany, sixteenth century
Opusculum Astrologicum 2.5, 6

CLAUDE DARIOT

France, sixteenth century
Introduction to the Judgment of
the Stars 1.13

JEAN-BAPTISTE MORIN
France, seventeenth century
Astrologica Gallica 17.3

WILLIAM LILLY
England, seventeenth century
Christian Astrology 7

JOHN GADBURY
England, seventeenth century

The Doctrine of Nativities 6.2

Second-House Significations

Gates of Hell, wealth, property, household fur-
nishings, domestic substance; neck, throat, glands;
ascending, feminine, phlegmatic, northern, green;
co-significator: Jupiter

Hope, substance, riches, servants, gain acquired by
labor, household stuff (furniture, stock, provi-
sions), rules neck, color green; the stronger of

the first or second triplicity lord is the giver of
substance or riches; first gives at the beginning of
life, the second in middle age, the third at the end;
co-significators: Taurus and Jupiter

Riches, gold, furniture, estate acquisitions

Estate, fortune, wealth or poverty, movable goods,
money lent, profit gained, loss or damages; neck
and hinder part of it towards the shoulder; color
green; feminine, succedent, anaphora; co-significa-
tors: Jupiter and Taurus

Estate, fortune, riches, all things necessary for

life, movable goods; rules neck; angle of the east,
succedent, Greck anaphora, from the constant as-
censions of the planets towards the east by diurnal
motion of the primum mobile
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Modern Primary Sources
Authors Second-House Significations

LUKE BROUGHTON
UK, USA, nineteenth century
Elements of Astrology (1898)

ALAN LEO

UK, twenticth century

How to Judge a Nativity (1904)
The Key to Your Own Nativity
(1910)

LLEWELLYN GEORGE
Usa, twentieth century

A to Z Horoscope Maker and
Delineator (1910)

MAX & AUGUSTA HEINDEL
usa, twentieth century
Message of the Stars (1913)

CHARLES E. O. CARTER
UK, twentieth century
Principles of Astrology (1925)

DANE RUDHYAR
France, Usa, twentieth century
The Astrology of Personality
(1936)

MARGARET HONE
UK, twentieth century
The Modern Textbook of
Astrology (1950)

Wealth, poverty, movable goods, money, loss or
gain by commodity or money lent, profit or loss,
damage in lawsuits, monied friends and assistants,
color green, feminine; neck and throat

Finance, monetary prospects, desires caused by
tenth-house influence aftecting moral growth,
throat and ears, means of livelihood and interest in
money matters, financial fortunes

Financial affairs, monetary prospects, gain or loss
according to the nature of the planets therein, and
location and aspects of ruler of the house; throat
and ears

Money, financial fortunes, substance acquired by
individual effort, what use will be made of it

Possessions, support of physical body, financial
condition, attitude towards money, native’s worldly
resources, influence on feelings

Health, possessions, gain or loss, life substance to
be used by the self, heredity, social substance to
work out destiny (wealth, possessions), chemical
substances of the body, food, metabolism; “the
soil”

Possessions and feelings of the person,
Taurus, Venus, earth, succedency, fixity
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Modern Primary Sources (Continued)

Authors

CARROLL RIGHTER
Usa, twentieth century
Astrology and You (1956)

ERNEST & CATHERINE GRANT
USA, twentieth century
Textbook Series (c. 1960)

JULIA & DEREK PARKER
UK, twentieth century
The Compleat Astrologer (1971)

DANE RUDHYAR
France, usa, twentieth century
The Astrological Houses (1972)

M. MARCH & J. MCEVERS
UsA, twentieth century
The Only Way to Learn
Astrology, vol. 1 (1976)

Second-House Significations

Money, property, possessions; environment in
which you most appreciate “the good things of
life’, whether through land, houses, apartments,
stocks, bonds, salary, allowance, or other types
of income; type of budgeting, how you maintain
your property and possessions, what is materially
important to you

Finances, wealth earned by own efforts, prospects
for acquiring and holding money or possessions,
desire for wealth, material interests; throat, upper
bronchi, base of brain; Taurus, nocturnal house of
Venus

Possessions of all kinds and the subject’s attitude
towards them, worldly resources which support
the physical body, feelings relative to the nature of
any second-house planets

Experiences related to ownership, “mine” and “my
own”; how to use, manage, actualize, and enjoy
basic possessions

Financial affairs, possessions (except real estate),
investments, earning power, any gain or loss
through own efforts, inner talents and resources,
need for fulfillment, emotions, sense of self-worth,
values, personal liberty, material debt, house of
substance; natural sign and ruler: Taurus and
Venus
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Modern Primary Sources (Continued)

Authors

HOWARD SASPORTAS
UK, twenticth century
The Twelve Houses (1985)

Second-House Significations

Differentiation of body out of universal matrix of
life, awareness that mother’s body is not our own,
attachment of identity to the body, forging of per-
sonal ego; giving self more definition, boundary,
shape; innate wealth, inherent facultics or capa-
bilities which we can develop further, resources
or attributes which give us a sense of worth; what
constitutes security, things to which we attach
ourselves, possessions or hoped-for possessions,
money and material world, what we value, de-
sire-nature; naturally associated with Venus and
Taurus
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The Third House

GODDESS (THEA)

Shining face to face with it [the ninth house] is that part of the heaven
which rises first from the bottommost regions and brings back the
sky once more: it controls the fortunes and fates of brothers; and it
acknowledges the Moon as its mistress, who beholds her brother’s
realms shining on her from the other side of heaven and who reflects
human mortality in the dying edges of her face. Goddess (Dea) is the
name in Roman speech to be given to this region, whilst the Grecks
called her by the word in their language (Tlea).—MANILIUS.!

THE ROMAN ASTROLOGER-POET MANILIUS DESCRIBED THE THIRD HOUSE
as the temple of the Moon whose name is Goddess. This cadent, declining third
house was thought to have low energy and weak support for ordinary worldly
business. However, its location also accords it unique qualities as a liminal realm
or metakosmios, the interspace between worlds. Here ancient astrologers placed
religious rites and sacred observances. There was considerable disagreement
concerning the favorability of this sector in the ancient literature. Some classi-
fied it with the good houses, others with the bad houses, and it hovered between
the least bad of the bad and least good of the good. Based upon the underlying
geometrical substructure, its good condition came from the mildly benefic sex-
tile to the Ascendant, while its bad condition was due to the inferior position it
holds in that configuration.

In modern astrology, the third house is known as the house of communica-
tions, siblings, and short journeys. While ancient astrologers generally agreed,
they knew the third house first and foremost by the name Goddess—the rejoic-
ing place of the Moon. Many of the significations of the third house familiar
to modern astrologers can be traced to the influence of the Moon rather than
Mercury. When Hellenistic texts delineate planets in the third house, they fre-
quently describe religious observances, priests and priestesses, sacred rites, and

1 Astronomia 2.910-917.
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divination, especially by dreams. By weaving the scattered threads of the third-
house significations together as a whole, its nature as a place for the sacred ac-
tivities of the lunar feminine can be restored.

The Hellenistic astrologers used the name Seléné when speaking about the
Moon. In Greek mythology, Seléné was the goddess of the Moon whose brother
was Heélios, god of the Sun. These siblings were born from the union of deities
(Hyperion and Theia) personifying the lights of the heavens and the sky. Seléné
and Hélios later became incorporated into the Olympian pantheon as the divine
twins Artemis and Apollo, also lunar and solar deities. Manilius wrote how the
third house “acknowledges the Moon as its mistress, who beholds her brother’s
realms shining on her from the other side of heaven”* This verse refers to the
rejoicing of the Sun in the ninth house shining his light on his sister’s temple of
joy in the third. Siblings, as a primary third-house topic, arises from the sibling
relationship of the Moon and Sun. The notion of siblings is thus implicit in the
relationship between the Sun god and Moon goddess.

In Greek iconography, Selénés moon chariot is drawn across the skies by
a pair of white-winged horses. Her lunar sphere or crescent was represented as
either a crown set upon her head, or as the fold of a raised, shining cloak. Some-
times she was said to drive a team of oxen and her lunar crescent was likened
to the horns of a bull. This evocative image recalls the Moon’s exaltation in the
zodiacal sign Taurus. The handsome youth Helios was likewise crowned with
the shining aureole of the Sun; each day he drove a golden chariot drawn by
fire-darting steeds from east to west. While Brother Sun and Sister Moon both
undertake journeys, Selénés monthly course is shorter than the annual circuit
of Helios. Short and long journeys thus enter into the significations of the Moon
and the Sun, who rejoice in the third and ninth houses respectively.

Seléné’s great love was the shepherd-prince, Endymion. The beautiful boy
was granted eternal youth and immortality by Zeus and placed in a state of
endless slumber in a cave near the peak of Mount Latmos. Each night his heav-
enly bride Seléné descended to consort with him in his dreams, and from their
unions she bore fifty daughters and one son. In the symbolic language of its
day, this myth conveys that there are fifty-one draconic (nodal) months in an
eclipse cycle.

In Thalamai and Lakedaimonia in Southern Greece, there was a cult of Seléné
that had an oracular sanctuary in which sweet water flowed from a spring. Sup-
plicants would consult the oracle in sleep, and the goddess would reveal what-

2 MANIL1US, Astronomica 2.913.
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ever they wished to learn in dreams.? The triple goddess, Artemis, Seléng, and
Hekaté, was worshiped as the new, full, and dark phases of the Moon. Hekaté's
cults were also connected to oneiromancy, or divination by means of dream ora-
cles. Here we can begin to see the mythic foundation of many of the third-house
significations: Goddess, the rejoicing of the Moon, siblings, travel, and divina-
tion by dreams.

Aware of the Moon goddess’s first relationship as sister to her brother, the
traditional texts emphasized the signification of siblings in their commentaries.
Manilius wrote of the fortunes and fates of brothers. In the ancient world, one’s
closest peer relations were often with ones siblings, followed by relatives and
other kin by blood or marriage. Hellenistic authors included close friends who
were like brothers and sisters in the third house, as contrasted with friends as
social acquaintances in the eleventh house. These relations could be helpful and
supportive, but there was also a dark underside in the tensions, competition,
envy, and resentment often inherent in sibling relationships.

The third house has a borderline favorability rating due to the nature of
its configurations to the Ascendant. However, we can also look to the topic of
brothers itself in order to understand the trepidation with which this house was
held. The difficulties around sibling relationships arose from the custom of pri-
mogeniture, in which the entire paternal inheritance of wealth, land, and titles
was kept intact by being passed on to the eldest son. Archetypally, this enmity
is depicted in the biblical tale of fratricide (Cain and Abel). Sisters likewise were
subject to a pecking order in which younger sisters could not marry before their
older sisters, and consequently received ever-smaller dowries, resulting in a less
financially-fortunate future. Competition for the attention and favoritism of the
parents also contributes to the mixed and tangled emotions that can arise from
this sector.

In the Hellenistic world, most of traveling done by ordinary people was to
visit siblings, relatives, and friends who usually lived nearby. There was no con-
cept of long-distance travel for pleasurable vacations, as this was an arduous
and dangerous endeavor limited primarily to merchants and pilgrims. Again,
we can look to the joy of the Moon for the clues about short journeys in the third
house. In contrast to the long and distant journey of Hélios, who takes one year
to orbit the Sun, Seléné drives her chariot around the earth in twenty-eight days.
Bonatti explains that the Moon rejoices in the third house because she signifies
quick journeys—short and speedy changes from one purpose, thing, or place to

3 Pausan1as, Description of Greece 3.26.1.
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another.* The Moon's swift motion is thus the basis for the third-house meanings
of movement, transition, and change..

While taking short journeys to visit nearby relations, one passes through
the villages and communities in the immediate locale, exchanging news and
information. Here we see the origins of the third-house significations regarding
neighborhood and communications of all kinds. Beginning with news, gossip,
rumors, and letters, the third house continues to incorporate all the media inno-
vations by which to share information—scrolls, books, newspapers, magazines,
telegrams, telephones, radio, television, computers, the internet, email, websites,
blogs, and social media. In the twenty-first century, the third house has grown
to symbolize the digital information revolution with sophisticated intelligence
and counter-intelligence operations, information technology careers, and data
gathering and analysis used in politics and business enterprises.

Peddlers, tradesmen, and merchants also traveled the byways of alocal com-
munity, selling and trading goods and services, and in the process also trans-
mitting news and information. Thus mercantile activity along with advertising
and publicity gradually came to fill the third-house significations. With the ad-
vances in mechanics and technology, all means of conveyances via transport—
carrying people and goods from one place to another—also became included
in this sector.

In 1904, Alan Leo makes a passing reference to Mercury in connection
with the third house and associates this sector with the “lower brain mind”
His interpretations of signs and planets in the third house include descriptions
of various mental tendencies and the ways in which the mind operates. Several
decades later, Dane Rudhyar expanded upon this idea with the suggestion that
the relationship of a child to their environment was the foundation for the for-
mation of intelligence. In this way, the development of speech, language, motor
skills, as well as primary school education, entered the corpus of third-house
topics. With these developments, the third house became the repository of the
rational-analytical concrete mind, mental abilities, various kinds of intelligence,
as well as possible learning and cognitive disabilities. The mercurial function*
of the rational intellect and the different ways that people think were thus con-
flated with third-house investigations. Practical knowledge with concrete ap-
plications, as contrasted with abstract knowledge (associated with the ninth
house), was the mental activity consistent with these new topics. Consciousness
studies, research into the brain, the power of positive thinking, and the practices

4 BONATTI, Book of Astronomy 2.3.11.
5 Alan LEo, How to Judge a Nativity (London: s.N., 1904), chapter 10.
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and benefits of meditation, also stood at the cutting edge of the new third-house
applications.

The spiritual side of the third house has for the most part been lost in the
process of transmission. By reflection, the spiritual and religious topics that are
found in the ninth house shine down into the third house, giving the significa-
tions of religious observances, sacred rites, and divination.

The cadent houses were all considered unsuitable for conducting profitable
dealings. Classified as metakosmios—the interspace between worlds—the third
house joins the other cadent houses as metaphorically residing in some other
space where a person is unworldly or “not of this world”. This environment often
describes the inner realms of the mind where monastics, mystics, and scholars
live. Certainly the religious and scholarly pursuits, alongside travel and pilgrim-
age, located in the inactive cadent houses do not best facilitate taking care of
worldly business. However, these houses can be very potent for the activities of
the inner life that was not explicitly conceptualized as such until the establish-
ment of the new discipline of psychology in the nineteenth century.

The ancient thread for our understanding of the third house as inner knowl-
edge and self-arising awareness can be found in a passage by Firmicus Maternus
written in the fourth century. He said that Mercury in the third house from
the Ascendant indicates priests, mages, chief physicians, mathematicians (as-
trologers), and those who learn from their own efforts whatever was not handed
down by the traditions of others.® This view of the third house can be interpret-
ed as an alternate state of consciousness where one can access one’s own inner
faculty of intuition, which is historically connected to divine inspiration (as op-
posed to spiritual knowledge gained from an external authority).

At the third-house temple of the Goddess, the Moon draws down the reli-
gious and spiritual beliefs from the ninth-house heavens, and brings them closer
to home on Earth. Valens tells us that in the third house, some receive revela-
tions from a god, prognosticate the future, prepare sacrifices, or make prayers
and votive offerings.’ The third house thus signifies the rituals, rites, observanc-
es, and practices that one performs as a tangible expression of the doctrines and
dogmas found in the ninth house of God. In Greece, every polis or city-state had
its own local divinities, cult sites, rituals, and sacred festival days at the public
hearth-altars of the city square. These local practices stood in c?lltrast t9 th‘ose
found at the great Panhellenic temples visited as part of long-distance pilgrim-
ages connected to the ninth-house significations.

6 FirMICUS, Mathesis 3.3£.6.
7 VALENS, Anthology 4.15.
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In many religious and spiritual traditions, the siblings of the third house are
one’s spiritual brothers and sisters, such as nuns and monks. The titles of soror
and frater (sister and brother) in religious, esoteric, and magical societies, whose
remnants survive in the fraternities and sororities of universities which were
once all religious institutions, indicate these close sibling relationships found in
the spiritual dimensions of the third house.

The third house was also known to the ancients as a house of divination. The
Moon brings down the power of the Sun into the body and the Earth, anchor-
ing it into the physical plane. Likewise, in the indirect modes of divination, the
intention of the divine is brought down into the terrestrial world as signs and
omens from nature. Examples include divination from birds (augury), livers of
sacrificed animals (haruspicy), smoke from burnt offerings (capnomancy), as
well as dreams sent by the gods as found in the dream oracles of lunar goddesses
(oneiromancy).

Finally, the third house is the key to the signatures that point to the worship
of the divine feminine and the Goddess in her many guises. Valens taught that
the Sun in the third house, along with the Moon, indicates that the native will
be a priest or priestess of the greatest goddess.® Feminism, and in particular the
rise of goddess-based spirituality, nature and earth-based religions, and the pro-
liferation in recent decades of women’s “herstory”, feminine mysteries, women’s
studies programs in universities, and goddess literature, all have their ancient
roots in the third house. In a more worldly context, feminism as a political and
social movement for liberation, equality, justice, and recognition, together with
eco-feminism, find their home in the temple of the Goddess.

The modern astrologer might well be wondering at this point about Mer-
cury’s obvious connection to many of the third-house significations, especially
communications and travel. In Hellenistic Egypt, the Greek god Hermés and his
Roman equivalent Mercury were assimilated into the worship of the Egyptian
god Thoth. While they were all gods of intelligence, Thoth, in addition to his
role as sacred scribe and diviner of mysteries, was more fundamentally a god of
the Moon. Together these three deities merged into the thrice-great divine sage
Hermes Trismegistus—fountainhead of astrology, alchemy, and magic. There
is thus an implicit connection between the intuitive, divinatory powers of the
Moon and the rational-intellectual powers of Hermés and Mercury. In tradi-
tional texts, we can find this in Ptolemy’s remark that the quality of the soul is
discerned from both Mercury and the Moon.?

8 VALENS, Anthology 4.15.
9 PtoLEMY, Tetrabiblos 3.13.
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Table 42. Complementary Opposites of the Third and Ninth Houses

673

Third House

Joy of Moon

Short journeys
Religious rites

Local environment
Primary education
Concrete practical mind

Inner knowledge, internal authority

Ninth House

Joy of Sun

Long journeys

Religious beliefs, doctrines

Foreign places

Higher education

Abstract conceptual mind

Outer knowledge, external authority
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Table 43. The Third House: Summary and Primary Sources

Summary
NAME Goddess (Thea)
ANGULARITY Cadent
STRENGTH Weak strength and support
(between worlds)
FAVORABILITY Mixed (least good of the good,
least bad of the bad)
RANKING Ninth
AGE OF LIFE Things before death
PLANETARY JOY Moon

TRADITIONAL
SIGNIFICATIONS

ADDITIONAL MODERN
SIGNIFICATIONS

Siblings, relatives, friends, neighbors
Travel and short journeys

Neighborhood, community, immediate
environment

Communications, transportation, mercan-
tile activity

Writing, languages, speech, dissemination,
media

Goddess

Religious observances, sacred rites, dreams
and divination

Personal mind, knowledge within

Mental abilities and processes

Nature of mind

Primary school and local lower education,
certification and vocational courses
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Hellenistic Primary Sources

Authors

HERMES TRISMEGISTUS
Egypt, semi-mythical/first century BCE
As cited by Thrasyllus

THRASYLLUS
Alexandria and Rome, first century CE
The Table (cCcAG 8.3.99-101)

ANTIOCHUS OF ATHENS
Athens, first century BC or CE
Summary 24, 25

MANILIUS
Rome, first century cE
Astronomica 2.910-917

VALENS OF ANTIOCH
Alexandria, second century
Anthology 4.12,9.2

PAULUS OF ALEXANDRIA
Alexandria, fourth century
Introductory Matters 24

FIRMICUS MATERNUS
Rome, fourth century
Mathesis 2.21.4

RHETORIUS OF EGYPT
Egypt, sixth or seventh century
Compendium 57

Third-House Significations

What one does (praxis), siblings

Siblings

Place of the Goddess, friends, siblings

Fortunes and fates of brothers, Moon as
mistress who reflects human mortality in
the dying edges of her face, Goddess

Siblings, being abroad, kingdom, author-
ity, friends, relatives, those close to the

heart (epikardia), slaves, life of brothers,
place of the Goddess, place of the queen

Brothers, Goddess, house and joy of the
Moon, patronage, living abroad

Brothers, friends, Goddess, travel

Moon Goddess, authoritative and meta-
cosmic [house], foreign matters, dreams,
religious observances, table for offerings
or money exchange (trapeza), friends,
brothers, the queen
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Medicval Primary Sources

Authors

AL-ANDARZAGHAR

Sassanid Persia, c. seventh century
Quoted by Bonatti in the thirteenth-
century Book of Astronomy 2.3.5

SAHL IBN BISHR
Khurasan and Baghdad, ninth century
The Introduection 3 (Latin); 2 (Arabic)

ABU MA'SHAR

Balkh and Baghdad, ninth century
Great Introduction to Astrology 6.26
Abbreviation of the Introduction 1.111

AL-QABISI

Aleppo, tenth century

Introduction to the Science of Astrology,
1.67, with additional material cited

by Ibn Ezra

AL-BIRUNI
Ghazni, eleventh century
Elements of the Art of Astrology 461

Third-House Significations

First triplicity lord signifies younger
brothers; second triplicity lord mid-
dle brothers; third triplicity lord older
brothers; their dignity and condition in
accordance with their places

Brothers and sisters (of the same mother
and father), relatives and kin, close
companions, patience and counsels, faith
and religion, contentions in sects, letters,
legations, legates, travel, foreign jour-
neys, dreams

Called brothers: indicates the conditions
of brothers, sisters, relatives, sons-in-law;
patience, opinions, religion and the sci-
ence of religious law; religious disputes,
books, rumors, messengers, travelers,
women, and dreams.

Brothers, sisters, kinsmen, those who are
esteemed, faith and religion, commands,
legates, relocation, short journeys, con-
dition of life before death; first triplicity
lord signifies older brothers, second
triplicity lord middle brothers, third
triplicity lord younger brothers, their
dignity and condition in accordance with
their places

Brothers, sisters, relations, law, jewels,
friends, migration, short journeys, intel-
ligence, knowledge, expertise in religious
law
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Medieval BPrimary Sources (Continued)

Authors Third-House Significations

ABRAHAM IBN EZRA Brothers, sisters, relatives, in-laws, knowledge, re-
Spain, twelfth century ligious knowledge, dream interpretation, modesty,
The Beginning of Wisdom counsel, faith, letters, rumors, short distance travel
GUIDO BONATTI Male and female kindred and their condition,
Italy, thirteenth century changes from dwelling to dwelling, patience, blood
Book of Astronomy 2.3.5 relatives, younger relations, neighbors, fellow cit-

izens, relations who hold native as their elder and
who revere and obey them; those lesser in riches,
power, and wisdom; those who consult the native
in their affairs and follow their advice; brothers,
younger blood-relatives, neighbors; those who
seek the native’s counsel, advice, assistance

LEOPOLD OF AUSTRIA Brothers and their condition, sisters, older kin
Austria, thirteenth century

A Compilation of the Science of

the Stars 4.1.83
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Renaissance Primary Sources
Authors Third-House Significations

JOHANNES SCHOENER
Germany, sixteenth century
Opusculum Astrologicum 2.5, 6

CLAUDE DARIOT
France, sixteenth century
Introduction to the Judgment of
the Stars 113

JEAN-BAPTISTE MORIN
France, seventeenth century
Astrologica Gallica 17.3

WILLIAM LILLY
England, seventeenth century
Christian Astrology 7

JOHN GADBURY
England, seventeenth century,

The Doctrine of Nativities 6.3

Goddess, brothers, sisters, relatives, in-laws, neigh-
bors, shorter journeys, hospitality, shoulders, arms,
hands, ascending, feminine, phlegmatic, northern,
color: saffron, the joy of the Moon, co-significator:
Mars

Goddess, house of brethren, brothers, sisters, cous-
ins, changes, small journeys, kindred, faith, reli-
gion, rules shoulders, arms, hands, color: croceall,
joy of the Moon, first triplicity lord signifies the
elder brother; the second, the middle; the third,
the youngest; co-significators: Libra and Mars

Brothers, relatives

Brothers, sisters, kin, neighbors, removals, small or
inland journeys, moving, epistles, letters, rumors,
messengers, shoulders, arms, hands, fingers, joy of
the Moon, masculine, cadent, colors: red, yellow,
croceall, co-significators: Gemini and Mars

Brothers, sisters, kindred, neighbors, removals,
small journeys, epistles, letters, Goddess; hap-
piness, delight, or pleasure received from kin as
opposed to fear from strangers; arms and shoul-
ders, cadent
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Modern Primary Sources

Authors

LUKE BROUGHTON
UK, USA, nineteenth century
Elements of Astrology (1898)

ALAN LEO

UK, twentieth century

How to Judge a Nativity (1904)
The Key to Your Own Nativity
(1910)

LLEWELLYN GEORGE

Usa, twentieth century

A to Z Horoscope Maker and
Delineator (1910)

MAX & AUGUSTA HEINDEL
USA, twentieth century
Message of the Stars (1913)

CHARLES E. O. CARTER
UK, twentieth century
Principles of Astrology (1925)

DANE RUDHYAR

France, usa, twentieth century
The Astrology of Personality
(1936)

Third-House Significations

Chest, arms, brothers, sisters, cousins, kindred,
neighbors, short or inland journeys, letters,
rumors, news, messengers, moving from place to
place, masculine house, colors: red, yellow, sorrel;
joy of the Moon

Relatives and kindred, traveling, intellect derived
from education and study, minor impressions
made upon physical brain, neck, arms, shoulders,
lungs, lower brain mind, mental disposition, mind
and its capacity, travel, particularly short journeys,
relatives, brothers, sisters

Brethren, short journeys, writings, studies, mental
inclinations and abilities, shoulders, arms, hands,
lungs, collarbone, nervous system

Brothers, sisters, neighbors, instinctual mind, writ-
ings, short journeys, conveyances of travel

Relations, relationships, all means of intercom-
munication, blood relations, brothers and sisters,
letters, books, writing, short journeys, means of
transportation, speech, education, the mind

Brethren, neighbors, short journeys, letters, lower
mind, relationship of physical self to personal
substance, of “sower” to “soil’, “the seed”, forma-
tive intellect, synthesizing sense impressions and
bringing together individual destiny and social
elements, the environment
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Modern Primary Sources (Continued)
Authors Third-House Significations

MARGARET HONE
UK, twenticth century

The Modern Textbook of Astrol-
ogy (1950)

CARROLL RIGHTER
Usa, twenticth century
Astrology and You (1956)

ERNEST & CATHERINE GRANT
UsA, twentieth century
Textbook Serics (c. 1960)

JULIA & DEREK PARKER
UK, twentieth century
The Compleat Astrologer (1971)

DANE RUDHYAR
France, Usa, twentieth century
The Astrological Houses (1972)

All sorts of communications and communication
activity, walking, visiting, mental interest and qual-
ity, nearest relations such as brothers and sisters,
neighbors, Gemini, Mercury, air, cadency, muta-
bility

Type of mentality in regards to daily occupation
and relationships, planning, regular routines;
studying, papers, certificates, statements, and
reports essential to your progress; short trips

and journeys, especially for business, shopping,
or errands; transportation and communications,
usual companions, collateral relatives, neighbors,
business associates, close friends

Brothers, sisters, relatives, neighbors, short jour-
neys, letters, papers, publications, literature, writ-
ing, matters of concrete mind, mental attributes,
teaching, mental ability, all means of transpor-
tation and communication, lungs, nerves, arms,
shoulders, Gemini, diurnal house of Mercury

Family ties, brothers, sisters, cousins, school life,
education, communication, letters, books, short
journeys, cars, buses, public transport, speech,
mind, relationship to environment and self-ex-
pression in daily life

Relationship of child to their environment and
people in it, development of intelligence, analytical
intellect, practical knowledge
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Modern Primary Sources (Continued)

Authors

M. MARCH & J. MCEVERS
USA, twentieth century

The Only Way to Learn Astrolo-
£y vol. 1 (1976)

HOWARD SASPORTAS
UK, twentieth century
The Twelve Houses (1985)

Third-House Significations

Local environment, brothers and sisters, com-
munications, speaking, writing, transportation,
short trips, adaptability of mind to learning and
new ideas, ability to relate to environment, skills
taken for granted, conscious and objective mind,
primary schooling, house of side-by-side relation-
ships, keyword: awareness, natural sign and ruler:
Gemini and Mercury

Differentiation of mind from body (mental ego);
development of language and ability to distinguish
subject from object, actor from action; concrete
mind, left-brain processes, mental style, exploring
immediate environment, naming and classifying
things, discovery of relativity, comparison and
contrast, siblings, projections onto siblings, other
relatives: aunts, uncles, cousins; neighbors, early
school experience, all forms of communication:
writing, speaking, information exchange; short
journeys, formative years: age 7-14; naturally asso-
ciated with Mercury and Gemini
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The Fourth House

THE SUBTERRANEAN PLACE (HUPOGEION)

Where at the opposite pole, the universe subsides, occupying the
foundations, and from the depth of midnight gloom gazes up at the
back of the Earth, in that region Saturn exercises the powers that are
his own: cast down himself in ages past from empire in the skies and
the throne of heaven, he wields as a father power over the fortunes of
fathers and the plight of the old.

The fourth (angle) occupies the nadir, and has the glory of forming
the foundation of the sphere; in it the stars complete their descent and
commence their return, and at equal distances it beholds their risings
and settings.—MANILIUS.'

THE FOURTH HOUSE REPRESENTS THE FOUNDATION THAT STANDS UNDER
all the things that support us. As an angular house, it offers strong dynamic en-
ergy, stable support, as well as a favorable location for the business of life. The
ancients understood this place as marking the middle of the night in the Sun’s
journey, its deepest descent under the earth. The Greek name for this sector is
hupogeion, which literally means “under” (hupo) “the earth” (gé). Alternative
translations are “subterranean” or “underground”, but it is also referred to as the
“bottom of the heavens” or the “anti-culmination” (in contrast to the Midheav-
en and culmination of the chart). Of all the Hellenistic authors, only Manilius
claimed that Saturn rejoices in this place; the others did not have any planet
rejoicing in the fourth house.

The most basic signification of the fourth house is parents—those who pro-
vide the home base for a person’s life from infancy to young adulthood. While
both the mother and father are connected to this house, the ancient astrologers
gave special consideration to the role of the father. In Rome, the father acknowl-
edged paternity by placing the child on his lap (the fundament), hence bestow-
ing legitimacy and paternal rights. Historically, the fourth house depicts the

1 Astronomia 2.929-937, 2.798-800.
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paternal circumstances into which a person is born, whereby the father estab-
lishes the child’s position in society, provides the resources for growth and ed-
ucation, and guarantees rights to the paternal legacy and inheritance. In many
ways, the pater familias (father of the family) is the paradigm for the astrological
oikodespotés (master of the household), the planet that rules a domicile.

There is much confusion in the astrological traditions as to which parent,
the father or mother, belongs to which house, the fourth or tenth. Many Arabic
and Medieval authors cite the tenth house as the place of the mother. Most of the
Hellenistic authors assign both parents to the fourth house, yet emphasize the
father as the primary parent. Ptolemy was the only Hellenistic astrologer who
was thought to have placed the mother in the tenth house. This is based on a
passage on the topic of siblings in which Ptolemy looks to the culminating place
of the mother, which he defines as the place of Venus in a day chart or the place
of the Moon in a night chart. Thus, one would investigate the tenth house from
the Moon or from Venus in order to inquire about siblings born from the same
mother. The Arabic astrologer ‘Umar al-Tabari understood this to mean that the
culminating tenth place was the house that signified the mother. This attribu-
tion was subsequently adopted by Bonatti and other astrologers and henceforth
entered into the Medieval and Renaissance traditions.

An argument can be made for this position based upon the premise that
each house brings forth not only its own significations, but also the nature of
the opposite house.* Thus, the tenth house also relates to the parents. In de-
rived houses, the tenth is the seventh from the fourth, hence the spouse of the
fourth-house father is the tenth-house mother. In a more specific sense, the
tenth house can depict the stepmother (other wives of the father who are not
one’s own mother). However, as the astrological tradition went on, the issue
became more complicated with the overlay of the twelve-letter alphabet system.
Modern astrologers associate the fourth house with Cancer, connected to the
Moon and the maternal matrix, and the tenth house with Capricorn, connected
to Saturn, one of the traditional significators of the father, especially in a night
chart. The fourth house can safely be used as the starting place for an analysis
of both parents, with additional insights in accordance with each astrologer’s
approach and training.

Ancient texts included the predecessors of the parents in the list of fourth-
house significations. Thus grandparents, all of one’s ancestors, and the ancestral
legacy as a whole are part of the fourth-house foundation. Based upon the most

Tetrabiblos 3.5 (Robbins; compare 3.6 Schmidt)
‘UmAR AL-TaBARi, Three Books on Nativities 3.4.2.
VALENS, Anthology 4.12.
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recent scientific evidence, the Y-chromosome pNa genome identification line
which uncovers the ancient group of people from whom one’s lineage descends
can be traced only through the patrilineal line. By contrast, Jewish religion looks
only to the bloodline of the mother to verify Jewishness. The fourth house con-
nects a person not only to their ancestral roots—their bNa and bloodlines—but
also to their ethnic, cultural, and ideological heritage. A person comes into this
life as the sum total of all their ancestral past, and from that foundation, begins
the process of individuation. The importance of ancestor worship, an integral
part of many cultural and religious traditions, is part of the familial duties of the
fourth house.

The second important topic associated with the fourth house is that of home
and hearth—the physical dwelling in which one resides, and the hub of family
life. Traditionally, the hearth fire was the focal point of the household where
food was cooked—the center of warmth, comfort, and family gathering. In ear-
ly life, this refers to the environment provided by the parents; in adult life, to
the home that each person creates for themselves. Ancient astrologers included
household goods and domestic concerns in this sector.

The fourth house also refers to the land on which the house is built and the
surrounding property, and by extension all real estate holdings. The personal
home and land extend to encompass one’s hometown, homeland, and country
along with pride and a sense of nationalism. One’s place of origin or residence
is personified as the Fatherland or Motherland, which inspires people to defend
their country and protect their families from attack. Environmental concerns
associated with stewardship of the land that provides our foundational support
are also relevant. Contemporary movements that advocate recycling, ecology,
sustainability, organics, and protection of natural resources have their concep-
tual basis in the fourth house as the earth itself.

The topics of home, father, and ancestors designated by the fourth house are
tied together in the design of the Roman home.’ The atrium was the first room
upon entering the house where guests and clients were seated each morning to
await an audience with the pater familias, the father of the family whose office
faced this room. The atrium had an open roof that allowed rainwater to be col-
lected in a pool which drained into an underground cistern. The cistern not only
insured the water supply, but also provided a direct passageway into the area
under the house. The atrium was lined with busts of family ancestors made from
wax molds of the faces of the deceased created during the burial rites conducted
in this room, accompanied by plaques describing their accomplishments.

5 Anna Surject, personal conversation.
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In the classification of the houses based upon the chronological ages of life,
the fourth house corresponds to the stage of extreme old age, the conditions
at the end of life, and matters after death. The significations of wrapping the
corpse, funerary rites, burial in subterranean graves located at cemeteries, prais-
es after death, and legacies for one’s family are all embedded in the most literal
name of the fourth house: under the earth. Ancestor worship is often linked to
observance of proper burial rites and care of graves. Medieval horary astrologers
associated the fourth house with the “end of the matter”, the final outcome of
the question.

The subterranean nature of this house was the most likely rationale for the
significations of hidden wealth associated with this place by most traditional
astrologers. Topics such as the mining of metals, agricultural produce, rent from
properties, and buried treasures all hinge on the land and the earth.

With the advent of modern astrology, the fourth house became the locus for
insights about the psychological foundations that support an individual. Rud-
hyar discussed how a person sometimes must go beyond the usual home, par-
ents, and traditions in order to find a stable frame of reference which provides a
sound foundation. He proposed that inner stability is finding one’s own center,
and this unshakable centeredness in self is the true foundation for one’s security,
integration, and stabilization.

From there, the fourth house came to represent how a person finds their
center through the cultivation of the inner life experienced in the private and
personal space of home, which leads to ultimate emotional security. The fourth
house was seen as the anchor that makes a person feel safe, secure, protect-
ed, and supported, and which gives a sense of belonging and connection. The
fourth-house foundation supports the tenth-house profession; the private home
life forms the roots of the public social identity.

Modern psychological astrology reframes the objective nature of one’s par-
ents signified by the fourth house as one’s experience of the early home environ-
ment and perceptions concerning how one was parented. This house speaks to
the family of origin issues, wounds, and childhood traumas that impact adult
emotional security and the capacity to bond with others. Psychological astrol-
ogers have explored the correlations between the various styles of attachment
theory bonding and fourth-house planets. The fourth house thus becomes the
source for the imprinting of familial patterns upon one’s psyche, where the dys-
functions of the parents are bequeathed unto their children. These may result
in mother and father complexes, as well as new insights concerning transgen-
erational trauma passed on to the descendants of holocaust survivors, genocide
victims, and children of war veterans suffering from pTsp.
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The Subterranean Place is transformed into the deep layers of the psycho-
logical unconscious where the events of our childhood sink into the hidden
areas of the psyche, but continue to impact our emotional security as condi-
tioned responses to threat. The entire legacy of all our ancestors flows into the
repository of our personal unconscious. It has a role in shaping who we are in
terms of our beliefs, fears, and motivations, but also everything that we in turn
pass on to our own children. For the fourth house describes not only how we
were parented, but also how we ourselves parent.

To the extent that the fourth house represents our anchor, center, and emo-
tional security, it becomes that place in our imagination where we have an ide-
alized image of home as a place where we feel safe, stable, protected—where we
are loved and where we belong. Commonplace sayings such as “home sweet
home”, “there’s no place like home”, “honey I'm home”, “home safe”, “home base”,
“virtual home”—all evoke the ultimate experience of knowing where you are,
where you belong, and where you feel safe and supported.

The two Roman deities most connected with fourth-house themes are Vesta
and Janus. Vesta, known to Greeks as Hestia, is the goddess of the hearth fire.
She tends the sacred flame in the center of the household, holding together the
cohesion of the family and the flame on a ritual temple altar, and ensuring the
safety of the empire. Two-faced Janus was the chief guardian of the home, god of
doorways, ushering people in and out of houses, and between the old and new
year (January). In the solar journey, the fourth house marks the deepest point
under the earth where the Sun begins its regeneration from death to renewed
life. The fourth house is the gateway between endings and beginnings, between
the tomb and the womb.
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Table 44. The Fourth House: Summary and Primary Sources

Summary

NAME

ANGULARITY
STRENGTH
FAVORABILITY
RANKING

AGE OF LIFE
PLANETARY JOY

TRADITIONAL
SIGNIFICATIONS

ADDITIONAL MODERN
SIGNIFICATIONS

Subterranean Place (Hupogeion)
(Literal translation: “under the earth”)
Angular

Strong stability and support

Favorable

Sixth

End of life, death

None

Family and parents, especially the father
Home and hearth, household goods

Land, real estate, property, foundations,
buildings

Ancestors and graves

Hidden treasures, mining

Nationalism and homeland

Conditions at the end of life, the end of the
matter

Family of origin issues

Emotional foundations and security
Private self

Mother or primary nurturing caretaker
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Hellenistic Primary Sources

Authors

HERMES TRISMEGISTUS
Egypt, semi-mythical/first century BCE
As cited by Thrasyllus

THRASYLLUS
Alexandria and Rome, first century CE
The Table (ccAG 8.3.99-101)

ANTIOCHUS OF ATHENS
Athens, first century BC or CE
Summary 24, 25

MANILIUS
Rome, first century
Astronomica 2.820-825; 2.929-938

VALENS OF ANTIOCH
Alexandria, second century
Anthology 4.12, 9.2

PAULUS OF ALEXANDRIA
Alexandria, fourth century
Introductory Matters, 24

FIRMICUS MATERNUS
Rome, fourth century
Mathesis 2.21.5

RHETORIUS OF EGYPT
Egypt, sixth or seventh century
Compendium, 57

Fourth-House Significations

Foundation of happiness, paternal cir-
cumstances, acquisition of slaves

Parents

Home and hearth, treasures, nobility of
birth and lands

Foundations, wealth, mining of metals,
gain from hidden sources

Reputation, father, children, one’s own
woman, older persons, actions, city,
household, possessions, abidings, retri-
bution, changes of place, dangers, death,
constraints, mystical matters, praises
after death, family legacies, estates, prop-
erly, treasure-troves

Time of old age, end of life, wrapping of
corpse, matters after death, lands, foun-
dations, parents, father, acquiring ships,
house, dwelling place, household goods,
close associations with others

Parents, inheritance, assets, foundations,
movables, hidden and remote sources of
wealth

Subterranean Place, time of old agc, par-
ents, property, hidden matters, house in
which one is born, foundations, matters
after death
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Mecdieval Primary Sources

Authors

AL-ANDARZAGHAR

Sassanid Persia, ¢. seventh century
Quoted by Bonatti in the thirteenth-
century Book of Astronomy 2.3.5

SAHL IBN BISHR
Khurasan and Baghdad, ninth century
The Introduction, 3 (Latin); 2 (Arabic)

ABU MA'SHAR

Balkh and Baghdad, ninth century
Great Introduction to Astrology 6.26
Abbreviation of the Introduction 1.112

AL-QABISI

Aleppo, tenth century

Introduction to the Science of Astrology
1.60, with additional material cited

by Ibn Ezra

AL-BIRUNI
Ghazni, eleventh century
Elements of the Art of Astrology 461

Fourth-House Significations

First triplicity lord signifies fathers,
second signifies cities and lands, third
signifies end of matters

Fathers and their root and origin, family
relationships, prisons, lands and coun-
tryside, villas, cities, buildings, covered
and concealed things (hidden treasures),
death and what happens to the dead,

the end of life, houses, lands, everything
buried underground, outcomes

Called fathers: indicates the conditions
of the father; root, race, lands, villages,
towns, buildings, waters, everything hid-
den and secret, what is under the earth,
treasures, outcome, death; the conditions
of the dead after death such as burial,
exhumation, looting, throwing the body
somewhere, and other conditions

Fathers, real estate, end of matters, trea-
sures, concealed and hidden things, end
of life; first triplicity lord signifies fathers;
the second, cities and land; the third, the
end of things and prisons

Parents, grandparents, descendants,
real estate, fields, houses, water supply,
knowledge of genealogy, what follows
death, what happens to the dead
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Medieval Primary Sources (Continued)

Authors

ABRAHAM IBN EZRA
Spain, twelfth century
The Beginning of Wisdom

GUIDO BONATTI
Italy, thirteenth century
Book of Astronomy 2.3.5

LEOPOLD OF AUSTRIA
Austria, thirteenth century,

A Compilation of the Science of
the Stars 4.1.84

Fourth-House Significations

Father, land, houses, fields, regions, buildings, hid-
den treasures, all hidden things, end of any matter

Secret things, things secreted away, prisons, the
incarcerated, things hidden or placed in the
ground, whatever happens to a dead person when
interred, whether they will be buried or burned, or
their corpse abandoned so that no one cares about
them, the end of the matter

Father, prisons, buildings, land, hidden things,
storehouses, death, what follows burial and
burning
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Renaissance Primary Sources

Authors

JOHANNES SCHOENER
Germany, sixteenth century
Opusculum Astrologicum
25,6

CLAUDE DARIOT

France, sixtecnth century
Introduction to the Judgment of
the Stars1.13

JEAN-BAPTISTE MORIN
France, seventeenth century
Astrologica Gallica17.3

WILLIAM LILLY
England, seventeenth century
Christian Astrology 7

JOHN GADBURY
England, seventeenth century

The Doctrine of Nativities 6.4

Fourth-House Significations

Buildings, foundations, treasures, everything hid-
den, all agriculture, immovable property, breasts,
lungs, esophagus, spleen, descending, masculine,
melancholic, western, color: red, co-significator:
Sun

House of parents, fathers, houses, land, ancient
heritage, gardens, water, wood, pastures and

all things immovable such as castles, what may
happen after death, hidden treasures and all things
hidden in the earth, the end of all things, breasts,
spleen, lungs, lights, the color red, first triplicity
lord signifies fathers; the second, castles and cities;
the third, the end of all things; co-significators:
Cancer and the Sun

Parents, successions

Fathers, lands, houses, tenements, inheritances,
tillage of earth, hidden treasures, end of the matter,
towns, cities, castles, dwellings, gardens, fields,
pastures, orchards, nature of grounds purchased:
vineyards, cornfields, woody, stony, barren;
breasts, lungs, color: red; angles of the earth, mum
Celi, north angles, fathers; Sun by day, Saturn by
night, Sun in fourth: father of noble disposition;
feminine; co-significators: Cancer and the Sun

Houses, lands, tenements, inheritances, heredi-
taments, patrimony, dwelling of the native; the
father, his quality and condition, good or bad;
angle of the earth, north angle, bottom of the
heaven, breast and stomach, conclusion, the end of
everything; feminine
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Modern Primary Sources

Authors

LUKE BROUGHTON
UK, USA, nineteenth century
Elements of Astrology, 1898

ALAN LEO

UK, twentieth century

How to Judge a Nativity (1904)
The Key to Your Own Nativity
(1910)

LLEWELLYN GEORGE

USA, twentieth century

A to Z Horoscope Maker and
Delineator (1910)

MAX & AUGUSTA HEINDEL
USA, twentieth century
Message of the Stars (1913)

CHARLES E. O. CARTER
UK, twentieth century
Principles of Astrology (1925)

DANE RUDHYAR

France, usa, twentieth century
The Astrology of Personality
(1936)

Fourth-House Significations

Old people in general, the native or querent’s
father, lands, houses, tenements and inheritances;
tilling the earth, hidden treasures and mines of all
kinds; the end or conclusion of any design, project
or undertaking; ancient dwellings, gardens, or-
chards, fields and pastures; the quality and nature
of the ground the querent is about to purchase;
breasts and lungs, color: red or yellow; vineyards,
cornfields, chases, or ground barren, woody,
strong; north angle; feminine

Hereditary tendencies, home and domestic life,
parentage, conditions at the close of life, environ-
ment, breasts, stomach, digestive organs, end or
resting place of things

Father, home, environment, domestic aftairs,
general conditions at end of life, outlook regarding
lands, property, mines, the end of undertakings,
breast, stomach, digestive organs

Parent who excrcises the lesser influence in the
persons life, conditions in the latter part of life,
houses, lands, mines, everything pertaining to the
earth

Beginning and end of life, womb and grave,

home, private life, houses, land, early life at home,
parents; said to denote father, although it corre-
sponds to Cancer, ruled by Moon; dispositions and
fortunes of parents

Home and parents, the father, end of life, aftairs re-
garding land and estates, concretization of self, the
soul, its base of operation, the father whose seed
carries the astral pattern, the plan of the body
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Modern Primary Sources (Continued)

Authors

MARGARET HONE

UK, twenticth century
The Modern Textbook of
Astrology (1950)

CARROLL RIGHTER
Usa, twenticth century
Astrology and You (1956)

ERNEST & CATHERINE GRANT
UsA, twentieth century
Textbook Series (c. 1960)

JULIA & DEREK PARKER
UK, twentieth century
The Compleat Astrologer (1971)

DANE RUDHYAR
France, usa, twentieth century
The Astrological Houses (1972)

M. MARCH & J. MCEVERS
UsA, twentieth century
The Only Way to Learn
Astrology, vol. 1(1976)

Fourth-House Significations

Home (base), womb, grave, mother, private and
hidden, occult, mystical, unconsciousness, Cancer,
Moon, water, angularity, cardinality

Home, family, residence, property, conditions at
the end of life, type of dwelling, household, mem-
bers of family, home as haven of rest, strength,
security

Place and circumstances of birth and death, home
and environment, parent of opposite sex (unless
Cancer cusp, then it rules the mother), grave, hid-
den or private side of life and death, ownership of
land, property, mines, chest, breast, stomach, liver,
Cancer, natural house of Moon

Beginning and end of life; home as a base; parents,
their attitude and ability to fulfill their commit-
ments, since the personal status and home life
depend to some extent upon them; houses, land,
and private life

Experience of centering which grounds and roots
consciousness on secure personal foundation

Home and parents, family you came from (roots),
home you will establish, heritage, heredity, an-
cestry, psychological roots, private life, property,
houses, real estate, all that is secluded, endings,
closing years of life, end of matters, fame after
death, place of burial, parent who has the greater
influence on the native as a child, subjective self
and foundation of character, keyword: security, a
house of endings, natural sign and ruler: Cancer
and the Moon
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Modern Primary Sources (Continued)

Authors Fourth-House Significations

HOWARD SASPORTAS Self-reflective consciousness and assimilation of
UK, twentieth century experiences from first three houses; integration
The Twelve Houses (1985) of mind, body, feelings around a central “I”; sense

of “me-in-here” who is experiencing and doing;
maintenance of the individual characteristics of
self in stable form; retreat back into ourselves;
inner base of operation; home, private life, soul as
intermediary between ourselves and cvents, roots
of being, influence of family of origin, atmosphere
in carly home life and conditioning, qualities from
racial and ethnic origins, influence of hidden
parent (usually the father), inborn image of parent
in question, how we end things, conditions sur-
rounding the end of life, Moon, Cancer
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The Fifth House

GOOD FORTUNE (AGATHE TUCHE)

Lightly loving, full of mirth,

My children are happy here on earth.
Merry when rich and merry poor,
None can compare, you may be sure.
Pipe and tabor, harps and lutes,

They play organs, horns and flutes.
With singing, and with dancing too,
Embrace their lovers, kiss and woo.
They rejoice to hear fair music’s sound.
Their mouths are darling, faces round.
Beautiful bodies, parched by Lust’s heat,
My children find Love’s duties sweet.!

THE PRIMARY SIGNIFICATIONS OF THE FIFTH HOUSE ARISE FROM THE
planet Venus who rejoices there, as well as from its ancient name, Good Fortune
(agathé tucheé). Firmicus Maternus claims that the fifth house is called Good
Fortune because it is the rejoicing house of Venus.* The fifth house derives its
meaning from its relationship to the first house, the preeminent place of the
native’s life force. The primary characteristic of life is the ability to reproduce
itself and beget its own likeness. Firmicus Maternus emphasized the trine aspect
configuration between the first and fifth houses that points to how the native
reproduces itself and extends its life by means of its procreative activities. Chil-
dren are the most basic signification of the fifth house, one which has remained
constant throughout the entire tradition.

1 The Planets and their Children, based on a series of block books dating from the fifteenth
century; see Friedrich LippaanN, The Seven Planets (translated by Florence SiaMoNDs:
London: Asher, 189s).

2 FirMicus, Mathesis 2.21.6.
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In classical myth, Venus-Aphrodité was born from the sea foam that co-
alesced around the seminal fluid emitted from the castrated organ of her fa-
ther, Ouranos. She was worshiped as the goddess of beauty, love, and desire who
stimulated the sexual energies so that life could continue to be created. In the
Hellenistic astrological texts, the Venusian force in the fifth house was directed
towards the reproductive organs where it becomes the means by which children
as physical progeny are generated. The benefics in this house were seen as giving
good childbirth and notable children, while the malefics became destroyers of
children or made them disobedient.}

Children were considered a source of good fortune, blessings, and happi-
ness. As the wealth of the father (second from fourth), they were assets to the
household, both as workers for the family business or farms as well as security
for the old age of the parents. Children promulgated the name and genes of the
father and contributed to the immortality of the parents. Children gave verifica-
tion of virility for men and fertility for women. They also gave a woman social
status and protection within the community, as barrenness could be a cause for
divorce or displacement by other wives.

The name of the fifth house—Good Fortune (agathé tuché)—is related to the
Greek goddess, Tucheé. Tuché is the Greek term for fortune, and in Greek myth,
she was a goddess of chance who could capriciously dispense both good and
bad fortune. Cities erected statues of her holding a cornucopia in the hopes that
she would bestow prosperity upon their locale. Hellenistic astrologers looked
at planets in the fifth house, especially the benefics or those in good condition
(particularly when they were the rulers of the Ascendant or of the Lot of For-
tune) as bringers of good fortune in the form of honors, riches, success, fame,
and leadership. The fifth house was also seen as a potential source of donations
made by a community as a whole for a common cause or need.

According to the schema of the chronological ages of the houses, the fifth
house signifies the things after death. As such, it often refers to the praise or
blame that the native receives during their burial rites or eulogies.

While the sexual activities of Venus lead to the procreation of children, the
Hellenistic texts did not explicitly associate the fifth house with sensual and sex-
ual pleasures. The range and variety of sexual activities were described by Venus
and Mars as planetary significators rather than as a fifth-house topic. However,
that would change with the advent of the Arabic tradition.

The primary theme of children was carried forward by Arabic and Medieval
astrologers. The authors gave detailed guidelines for natal and horary interpre-

3 PauLus, Introduction 24.
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tations concerning the number, sex, character, status, and timing for children
and women’s pregnancies. In addition, Arabic astrologers also translated the
“joy” of Venus as sensual pleasures, which were added to the list of fifth-house
significations. It was seen as the house of love (Sahl), delights (al-Andarzaghar,
al-Qabisi), seeking a woman (al-Khaiyat, Sahl, Aba Ma'shar), and desires and
sexual intercourse (Aba Ma'shar). Food, drink, and fine clothing were also add-
ed to the bevy of pleasures found in the fifth house.

The Arabic authors considered gifts and emissaries as fifth-house significa-
tions. This is because emissaries from other nations—e.g., legates, ambassadors,
and embassies—typically came bearing gifts. As such, they were often a source
of good fortune. By the end of the Arabic period, many of the texts enumerated
that the first triplicity lord of the fifth house signifies children, the second de-
lights, and the third emissaries and legates.

The good fortune of “speculative enterprises’, which are now part of the
modern corpus of fifth-house significations, did not enter into the tradition
until the Medieval period. Writing in Hebrew in the twelfth century, Ibn Ezra
repeats all the previous fifth-house significations and then adds mazal, which
means constellation, but also luck, games of dice, and hence gambling. The Jew-
ish phrase mazel tov, which is used to give congratulations, means good luck
and is connected to a personss fate or fortune. This is the first mention of games
of chance in relation to good fortune and pleasurable pastimes, which have since
become embedded into the modern understanding of fifth-house meanings,
especially sports and sport-betting. At the beginning of the twentieth century,
Alan Leo headed his fifth-house chapter as the “House of Enterprises’, which
included all speculative endeavors, even in business dealings.*

In mid-fifteenth-century Europe, the influence of the planets upon their
“human children” was a popular subject depicted in a variety of woodcut block-
books which illustrated the various pastimes, professions, and activities associ-
ated with each planetary deity. The children of Venus were shown playing musi-
cal instruments, singing, dancing, kissing, and wooing. Renaissance astrologer
William Lilly includes pleasures, delights, and merriment associated with ban-
quets, ale-houses, taverns, and theaters under fifth-house meanings. By exten-
sion, all places of amusement and recreational activities fall into the fifth house.

4 Alan Leo, The Key to your Own Nativity (London: Modern Astrology Ofhice, 1910).
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The sensuality and pleasures associated with Venus as goddess of love and
desire were made explicit in the twentieth century, when sexuality itself was
placed in the fifth sector of human experience. We can follow this progression
by tracing some of the words that were used by the various linguistic traditions
to assimilate the joy of Venus to fifth-house significations.’

In the Hellenistic texts, the fifth house was clearly the house of children.
There were no explicit references to sensual or sexual activity, despite the fact
that Venus, the planet associated with sexuality, rejoiced in this house, and that
children were the outcome of her activity. The Greek word for Venus’ joy, chairo,
meant “to rejoice” or “to take pleasure and delight” in a thing.

The Arabs conflated Greek chairé with Venus herself and used three terms
to express the concepts that emerged. The first, mahabbah, means “love”. The
second, ladhah, means “joy, bliss, pleasure, enjoyment, delight, lust, and volup-
tuousness”. The third, surur, also means “delight”, but carries the more mental
and emotional sense of “esteem in regards to love” These distinctions reflected
their cultural and religious views regarding physical love and spiritual love.

It is important to note that here the Arabs themselves would have been in-
fluenced by Greek philosophical traditions which distinguished four kinds of
love, and which specifically drew a distinction between a lower, sensual love
and a higher, divine love. In Plato’s Symposium, two forms of the goddess Venus
were used to represent these: Aphrodité Pandémos (the Venus of the people)
representing “earthly” love, and Aphrodité Ourania (the heavenly Venus) repre-
senting “celestial” or divine love.®

There is a thesis that the troubadour tradition of courtly love, which ap-
peared in southern France in the twelfth century, was influenced by the Islamic
culture of al-Andalus in southern Spain, which celebrated both forbidden, sen-
sual love and divine, spiritual love in its poetic verses and songs.” It was during
this period that the libraries of Arabs were opened to European scholars, and the
Latin translations of Arabic astrological texts began.

Medieval astrological texts carried forth this distinction in the Latin words
used for fifth-house meanings. Delectio refers to sensual delights, amusements,
attractions, and allurements, while dilectio speaks of a more refined love per-
taining to someone who is considered “esteemed, dear, beloved”. In the sixteenth
century, a French physician and astrologer named Claude Dariot wrote an intro-
duction to astrology in both Latin and French. In the Latin edition, he used the

Dr. Benjamin N. Dykes, personal communication.

PLATO, Symposium 180D.

7 Maria Rosa MENOCAL, Ornament of the World (New York: Little, Brown & Company,
2002).

W
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word dilectio for the fifth house, which may have still carried the connotations
of esteem associated with the beloved. A year later, when the French edition was
published, dilectio was translated as amours, “loves’, ambiguously conflating the
two different kinds of love.

In twentieth-century England, the more psychologically-oriented approach
of Alan Leo set the stage for a shift of emphasis in fifth-house interpretations.
In How to Judge a Nativity (1904), he mentions children almost as an aside.
The bulk of his significations for the fifth house are sexual, and include “love
affairs”, “courtships”, “affections arising from emotions’, and the “seat of physical
and magnetic attraction between sexes”. He interprets planets in the fifth house
in terms of sexual tendencies and difficulties, and delineates signs on the fifth
house as an index of passionate tendencies and lower feelings in regards to sen-
sual and sexual encounters. The theme of love affairs and sexual activities as the
provenance of the fifth house is picked up and expanded upon by other modern
astrologers. Charles Carter writes that if the fifth house is afflicted, it indicates
“immorality, self-indulgence, profligacy, looseness due to desire for pleasure”;
Max Heindel explains that this house points to “love, courtship, licentiousness,
legitimate and illegitimate attraction, and social intercourse between sexes prior
to wedlock”.

For the most part, contemporary interpretations emphasize that the sex-
uality of the fifth house is about romance and dating. Sex is for fun, pleasure,
gratification; it is casual, not serious. At the same time, because it is not legit-
imized by marriage, there are connotations of misconduct associated with it.
The element of moral risk-taking may lead to outcomes such adultery, divorce,
illegitimate children, scandal, or ill repute. Marriage and commitment are under
the dominion of the seventh house, and in modern astrology, deep, meaningful,
transformative sex has moved to the eighth house. That leaves the fifth house
as the catch-all for the joy of Venus as something that is fun, but not serious,
though not without risks and consequences.

The fifth house clearly illustrates the intimate connection between the planet
that rejoices in a house and the accumulated significations of that house. From
the first stage of visions of her beauty that arouse the senses and the emotions
to flirtation, dating, romance, courtship, and pleasurable foreplay, to the final
act of sexual consummation with its respective offspring, Venus is most able to
be Venus when placed in the fifth house. The core meanings of the fifth house
cannot be separated from the essence of Venus.

Creative self-expression joins children and romance as the third major topic
of the fifth house. In the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, Dariot and Lil-
ly introduced the idea that the zodiacal sign Leo is the co-significator of the
fifth house, along with Venus. In the twentieth century, Alan Leo was the first



702 CHAPTER 68

to connect this sector with a person’s artistic or creative capacity. Charles Car-
ter followed suit by stating that the fifth house is “where the great creative and
joy-engendering activities of the Sun find expression”. This view can be sup-
ported mythologically in that Apolld, a solar god, is the leader of the Muses,
who inspire a person’s desire and ability to create music, literature, and the arts.
Other twentieth-century astrologers such as Dane Rudhyar see the fifth house as
the place of self-expression: producing a work of art or literature that impresses
the personality or personal vision upon others and society. In this way, artists,
writers, and composers live on through their creative endeavors.®

Traditional texts place artists, dancers, and performers under the tutelage
of Venus. The fifth house should thus be recognized as a location for all creators
of art, music, and performance. In the instinctual urge to reproduce oneself,
the children of the body have been extended to include children of the soul and
mind. By rejoicing in the fifth house, Venus thus gives birth not only to physical
children, but to all artistic creations.

As a goddess embodying all forms of beauty, Venus inspires the artisan’s
desire to reproduce the Venusian vision through their creative endeavors. She
arouses the seat of pleasure, sending forth sexual energy which can be directed
either upward or downward—through the genitals to create physical children,
or through the higher chakras to emerge through the crown as the birth of men-
tal and artistic children. When a person has a direct encounter with a human
emanation of this goddess of beauty, love, and desire, they are said to have “got-
ten lucky” in the house of Good Fortune. Given the associations between sex-
uality and the creative force that expresses one’s life force through children and
art, it is puzzling to see modern astrologers associating these qualities with the
eighth house of death. We will explore this question further in our discussion of
that house.

8 Michael MEYER, Handbook for the Humanistic Astrologer (Garden City, Ny: Anchor Press,
1974).
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Table 45. The Fifth House: Summary and Primary Sources

Summary

NAME
ANGULARITY
STRENGTH
FAVORABILITY
RANKING

AGE OF LIFE
PLANETARY JOY

TRADITIONAL
SIGNIFICATIONS

ADDITIONAL MODERN
SIGNIFICATIONS

Good Fortune (Agathé Tuche)

Succedent

Moderate dynamic strength and support
Favorable

Fourth

Things said about native after death
Venus

Children

Pleasurable pursuits
Romance and sexuality
Creative arts

Good fortune and riches
Increase of beneficence

Gambling and speculative endeavors
Non-serious or noncommittal sexuality
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Hellenistic Primary Sources

Authors

HERMES TRISMEGISTUS
Egypt, semi-mythical/first century BCE
As cited by Thrasyllus

THRASYLLUS
Alexandria and Rome, first century CE
The Table (ccac 8.3.99-101)

ANTIOCHUS OF ATHENS
Athens, first century BC or CE
Summary 24, 25

MANILIUS
Rome, first century
Astronomica 2.82-825

VALENS OF ANTIOCH
Alexandria, second century
Anthology 4.12, 9.2

PAULUS OF ALEXANDRIA
Alexandria, fourth century
Introductory Matters 24

FIRMICUS MATERNUS
Rome, fourth century
Mathesis 2.21.6

RHETORIUS OF EGYPT
Egypt, sixth or seventh century
Compendium s7

Fifth-House Significations

Good fortune

Children

Good fortune, acquisition of animals, in-
crease of things pertaining to livelihood,
children

[No meanings indicated for the fifth
house]

Children, friendship, donations, put-
ting forth emancipated slaves, good or
well-doing; lord of Ascendant or Fortune
in fifth gives good things in accordance
with its own nature; life of children, good
fortune

Good Fortune, house of Venus, children,
benefics rejoice and give good childbirth,
malefics become destroyers of children

Number and sex of children, good
fortune because it is the house of Venus,
strong association with Ascendant due
to trine

Good fortune, house of Venus’ rejoicing;
planets, in accordance with sect, bring
the good things of their own nature
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Medieval Primary Sources

Authors

AL-ANDARZAGHAR

Sassanid Persia, c. seventh century
Quoted by Bonatti in the thirtcenth-
century Book of Astronomy 2.3.5

SAHL IBN BISHR
Khurasan and Baghdad, ninth century
The Introduction 3 (Latin); 2 (Arabic)

ABU MA'SHAR

Balkh and Baghdad, ninth century
Great Introduction to Astrology 6.26
Abbreviation of the Introduction 1.113

AL-QABIsI

Aleppo, tenth century

Introduction to the Science of Astrology
1.61, with additional material cited

by Ibn Ezra

AL-BIRUNI
Ghazni, eleventh century
Elements of the Art of Astrology 461

Fifth-House Significations

First triplicity lord signifies children, the
second triplicity lord signifies delight, the
third, legates

Place of love (mahabbah), delight/plea-
sure (surur), children, everything that

is hoped for, everything in which there

is trust, legates, donations, seeking of
honor, seeking women and friendships of
women, cities and their citizens, fruits of
real estate

Called children: indicates children,
messengers, gifis, piety, hope, seeking
women, friendship, friends, towns, con-
ditions of their people, the revenues of
landed estates

Children, delights, legates, donations,
what is said about native after death, joy,
clothing; first triplicity lord signifies chil-
dren and life, the second triplicity lord
signifies delight, and the third, embassies

Children, friends, clothes, pleasure, joy,
little acquisition of property, accumu-
lated wealth of father, what is said about
native at burial
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Medicval Primary Sources (Continued)
Authors Fifth-House Significations

ABRAHAM IBN EZRA

Spain, twelfth century
L ”

The Beginning of Wisdom

GUIDO BONATTI
Italy, thirtcenth century
Book of Astronomy 2.3.5

LEOPOLD OF AUSTRIA
Austria, thirteenth century

A Compilation of the Science of
the Stars 4.1.85

Son (children), gambling, food, drink, fine cloth-
ing, pleasure, gifts, emissaries, crops, treasures of
the father; first triplicity lord signifies children and
ancestors’ property, second triplicity lord indicates
pleasure, third emissaries

Everything in which trust is had; honor-seeking,
petitions, women, friendship, condition of the
citizens, fruits of inheritance, children

Children, delights, legates
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Renaissance Primary Sources

Authors

JOHANNES SCHOENER
Germany, sixteenth century
Opusculum Astrologicum
25,6

CLAUDE DARIOT

France, sixteenth century
Introduction to the Judgment of
the Stars 1.13

JEAN-BAPTISTE MORIN
France, seventeenth century
Astrologica Gallica 17.3

WILLIAM LILLY
England, seventeenth century
Christian Astrology 7

JOHN GADBURY
England, seventeenth century,

The Doctrine of Nativities 6.5

Fifth-House Significations

Good fortune, children, favors, gifts, garments,
stomach, liver, heart, nerves, side, back, descend-
ing, masculine, melancholic, western, sweet, joy of
Venus, co-significator: Venus

Children, love, ambassadors, messengers, gifts,
joys, play, banquets, apparel, joy of Venus, col-

or: honey; rules: stomach, liver, heart, sinews,
sides, back; the first lord of the triplicity signifies
children or their life; the second, love; the third,
ambassadors, messengers, or gifts; co-significators:
Leo and Venus

Children, bodily pleasures

Children, ambassadors, state of a woman (preg-
nant) with child, banquets, ale-houses, taverns,
plays, messengers, wealth of father, stomach, liver,
heart, sides of back, masculine and succedent,
co-significators: Leo and Venus, who doth joy, thus
the house of pleasure, delight, merriment

Children of the native, their condition, qualities,
and fortunes; pleasure and delight, plays, banquets,
reveling, merriments, messengers, ambassadors,
taverns, victualing houses, gaming, substance of
the father, joy and delight received from one’s issue
(children), masculine, succedent, connected to
Leo, the fifth sign
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Modern Primary Sources

Authors

LUKE BROUGHTON
UK, USA, nineteenth century
Elements of Astrology (1898)

ALAN LEO

UK, twentieth century

How to Judge a Nativity (1904)
The Key to Your Own Nativity
(1910)

LLEWELLYN GEORGE

UsA, twentieth century

A to Z Horoscope Maker and
Delineator (1910)

MAX & AUGUSTA HEINDEL
USA, twentieth century
Message of the Stars (1913)

CHARLES E. O. CARTER
UK, twentieth century
Principles of Astrology (1925)

Fifth-House Significations

Children, ambassadors, state of a woman with
child, banquets, plays, games, dancing, music,
pleasure, delight, merriment, ale-houscs, taverns,
messengers, agents, wealth or poverty of father,
stomach and liver; color: black, dark, honey;
masculine; Leo and Venus enjoy this sign because
Venus is the fifth planet and Leo is the fifth sign

Offspring; generative powers; sensations and
pleasurable emotions arising from senses; ener-

gy, loins, heart, back; all matters of speculative
character concerned with pleasure and generative
principles; planets show trends of past lives, world-
ly enterprise, all speculative things where there

is room for individual effort and initiative; house
of heart, love affairs, pleasure-seeking, children,
artistic and creative capacity

Children, love affairs, pleasurable emotions, specu-
lations; Leo and the Sun

Love, courtship, licentiousness, sexual attraction,
intercourse between the sexes prior to wedlock,
children, educational institutions, books, ncwspa-
pers, sports, amusements, stocks, speculations

Joys, pleasures, holidays, enterprises, new under-
takings, speculations, games of hazard, children
and grandchildren, instinctive affections, play-
mates, pets, sweethearts, afflicted immorality,
self-indulgence, profligacy, and all kinds of loose-
ness due to desire for pleasure; corresponds to Lco,
creativity of the Sun
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Modern Primary Sources (Continued)

Authors

DANE RUDHYAR

France, usa, twentieth century
The Astrology of Personality
(1936)

MARGARET HONE

UK, twentieth century
The Modern Textbook of
Astrology (1950)

CARROLL RIGHTER
UsA, twentieth century
Astrology and You (1956)

ERNEST & CATHERINE GRANT
USA, twentieth century
Textbook Series (c. 1960)

JULIA & DEREK PARKER
UK, 19705-2010S
The Compleat Astrologer (1971)

Fifth-House Significations

Offspring, children, artistic creations, speculation,
amusements, exteriorization of self, creative and
procreative activity, recreations

Creativity, principle of fatherhood rather than
sexual impulse, desire to express oneself, risk-
taking, children; creation of the artist, author, or
actor; pleasures, making love, engagements, lovers,
games, racing, gambling, speculations; related to
Leo, the Sun, fire, succedency, fixity

Type of person who attracts our love and affection
instinct, special gifts and abilities which bring you
joy, relations with younger people and children,
investments, how you charm others, recreation,
entertainment, amusements, sports, romance, edu-
cational interests; under good influences: happi-
ness and well-being; if afflicted: life looks dark

Native’s offspring, courtship, love affairs outside

of wedlock, women, physical and emotional
pleasures, theaters, places of amusement, luxu-
ries, schools, education, gambling, speculation,
investments; heart and back; related to Leo, natural
house of the Sun

Creativity, children, pleasures, holidays, enter-
prises and new undertakings, speculation, games
of hazard, sport, love aftairs and the objects of
instinctive affection (pets, playmates, sweethearts);
afflicted planet indicates looseness of behavior and
self-indulgence
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Modern Primary Sources (Continued)
Authors Fifth-House Significations

DANE RUDHYAR
France, UsA, twenticth century
The Astrological Houses (1972)

M. MARCH & J. MCEVERS
usa, twentieth century
The Only Way to Learn
Astrology, vol. 1(1976)

HOWARD SASPORTAS
UK, twentieth century
The Tivelve Houses (1985)

Creativity, to make one’s own mark upon society
by giving birth and raising a child, producing

a work of art or literature, founding a cultural
institution, developing a great invention, leading a
nation, exteriorizing and putting to use the power
of the creator, inventor, or leader

Children, love affairs, romance, pleasures, amuse-
ments, holidays, vacations, games, speculations,
hobbies, avocations, enterprise, sports, original-
ity, creative outlets; dramatic, literary, or artistic
ability; publication, politics, fine arts, social affairs,
pregnancy, education of children, fun groups;
house of life; natural sign and ruler: Leo and the
Sun; keyword: creativity

Urge to distinguish self as special and unique,
expand and extend territory of influence, desire

to be central, to have something revolve around

us, generativity, ability to produce, outpouring of
self and urge for creative self-expression, artistic
expression, pursuits which make us glad to be
alive, recreation, hobbies, spare-time amusements,
pleasures, sporting events, gambling, speculation;
romance, what kind of person ignites us and what
happens during love affairs, sex, the ability to at-
tract other people to us and to please them, the joy
we feel being loved; children, the physical exten-
sion of the self, the inner child in us, play, personal
flair; naturally associated with the Sun and Leo
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The Sixth House

BAD FORTUNE (KAKE TUCHE)

But you're gonna have to serve somebody, yes
Indeed you're gonna have to serve somebody
Well, it may be the devil or it may be the Lord
But you're gonna have to serve somebody
—BOB DYLAN—

BAD FORTUNE IS THE NAME GIVEN TO THE SIXTH HOUSE WHERE MARS,
the ancient god of war, rejoices. Manilius described how the sky is divided into
the house temples whose positions endow the stars passing through them with
the power to benefit or harm. The sixth house is cadent, declining, and fall-
ing away from an angle. It thus has minimal support resulting in an inherent
weakness to hold up the life force. Because of its aversion to the Ascendant,
which renders it shaded and inactive, it is considered an unfavorable place. The
combination of weakness and inactivity makes this a difficult house for planets
to bring forth positive outcomes; they tend to struggle in order to sustain the
life force.

The goddess Tuché (Fortuna) was a daughter of Zeus (Jupiter). A passage
from the Iliad tells us that Zeus had two urns in his palace which contained
the experiences that he grants to mortals. One was filled with blessings and the
other with ills.* As each person stood before him, he would place his arms in
the urns and arbitrarily hand out a mixture of good and bad fates, or to some
people, only bad. A dispensation of all good fates was reserved solely for the
gods. Towards the end of the third century BCE, in the foothills east of Rome,
the Romans adopted the cult of Fortuna Primigenia of Praneste. Her temple
contained an oracle used as a form of divination in which a small boy picked out
one of various good or bad futures written on oak rods, a tree sacred to Zeus.

1 MANILIUS, Astronomica 2.856-859.
2 HOMER, lliad 24.527.
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The astrologers incorporated the prevailing notions of good and bad for-
tune in their constructs of the wheel of the houses. The fifth house is the reposi-
tory of good fortune—children, pleasures, love, and artistic expressions—while
the sixth house is the repository of bad fortune. It is the cache of many of the
misfortunes that can befall a person in the course of their life. These include
illness, accidents, injuries, infirmity, servitude, and just plain old bad luck, dis-
appointment, and failure.

In the model of the chronological ages according to Hermes, where the sev-
enth house is death, the sixth house represents the things that happen before
death, which are typically illness and infirmity. The sixth house stands in aver-
sion to the first house, a sort of blind spot in the vision that does not receive the
life force’s ray of light.

The sixth house is the rejoicing place of Mars, the god of war. In ancient
Roman religion and myth, Mars was an important deity, second only to Jupi-
ter in prominence. He was a military god and guardian of soldiers and farm-
ers, and his power ensured peace. As the progenitor of the twins, Romulus and
Remus, he was the ancestral father of the Roman people. He differed from his
Greek counterpart, Arés, who was a violent and bloodthirsty god whom the
Greeks treated with contempt and revulsion. Even further back, Mars derives
from the Babylonian Nergal, god of the underworld, disease, and plague. It is
sometimes said that Mars delights in causing accidents and injuries. Mars’ as-
sociation with warfare indicates the misfortune of those who are caught up in
wars, both through the suffering of soldiers resulting in infirmities or death, as
well as through the victims whose lives, homes, and lands are ravaged by warfare
and the ensuing slavery.

Manilius merges the uncertainties of fortune with martial characteristics in
his description of the sixth house as the abode where “the changes in our health
and the warfare waged by the unseen weapons of disease” engage “the two pow-
ers of chance and godhead affecting this region of uncertainty on either side,
now for better, now for worse”: Epidemics and pandemics are one example of
humans battling or succumbing to the unseen enemies of attacking viruses that
fall into the sixth-house domain of Mars.

Ancient sources are clear that the first house and its lord signify bodily
strength, vitality, and constitution, while the sixth house and its lord denote
illness, disease, and infirmity. The ill health, accidents, and injuries that occur in
this unfortunate house render a person inactive. These afflictions to the life force
and well-being were understood as misfortunes of life resulting in weakness and

3 MANILIUS, Astronomica 2.897-904.
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incapacitation. However, a sixth-house planet was thought to be rendered more
active if it cast a trine ray within three degrees to the exact degree of the Mid-
heaven or to a planet in the tenth house.* If a sixth-house planet is in good
condition and of the sect, it is capable of suppressing some of the difficulties of
the house. A well-placed benefic, for instance, has the potential to transform the
misfortune into fortune.

In the traditional techniques of judging illness, the system of melothesia as-
signed zodiacal signs and planets to the various body parts and organs. The
sixth-house zodiacal sign pointed to the kinds and sources of diseases and de-
fects that might afflict an individual. The planets located in the house indicated
the part of the body that was vulnerable and the type of disease, while the nature
and condition of the planets indicated the native’s propensity toward illness. The
lord of the sixth house was also considered as an originating cause of illness.
Sixth-house factors were compared to first-house factors to see which significa-
tor was stronger. Would the native’s vital force overcome the illness or succumb
to it? This sector included accidents and injuries, especially to the feet due to the
prevalence of people crippled through accident, surgery, or birth.

There are a number of factors that can mitigate poor health indications, and
in some cases point to those who are healers of disease rather than victims. In
modern astrology, the power of the first house has been transferred to the sixth,
where the sixth house is now called the house of health. Its significations in-
clude the health industry and health professionals, the spectrum of healing arts,
holistic health protocols, regimens of diet, nutrition, fitness, hygiene, and pre-
ventative measures. It is discussed in terms of efficient functioning and self-im-
provement, where personal health and integration become a prerequisite for
successful relationships encountered in the next house, the seventh. However,
if you follow this approach, it is important to remember that the essence of the
sixth house is fundamentally weakness arising from ill health, and all of these
treatments are remedial measures brought about by factors such as benefic plan-
ets or the lord of the sixth house in good condition.

Slaves were also a major topic of the sixth house in the traditional literature.
Slavery was a common form of misfortune in the ancient world, and could be
encountered through warfare, piracy, debt, or birth. In the many wars between
the Hellenistic kingdoms, captives were taken as booty by victors. A man could
put himself and his family up for collateral for loans, and if unable to pay his
debts, all could be taken as slaves. Many previously wealthy and educated people
became the property of a master whom they served as domestics, in farming or

4 PauLus, Introduction 27.
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mining, or in skilled professions such as scribes, accountants, weavers, or phy-
sicians. Slaves did not have any freedom or legal rights, could not own property,
and were under the dominion of a master. The children of slaves also became
slaves to the next generations. Pressing questions brought to ancient astrologers
that fell under the sixth house were inquiries as to whether slavery was seen in
one’s fate, if one would be freed from servitude, or whether oné’s fugitive slaves
would be returned.

The slaves became the serf class of the Middle Ages. As peasants, they were
the lowest social class in feudal societies who worked in the lord’s field and man-
or in exchange for the right to grow food for their own sustenance. In the con-
text of slaves and serfs, the sixth house became associated with the bad fortune
of having to do manual labor and hard work for low wages in order to secure
oness livelihood. The modern signification of the sixth house as a place of men-
toring may have its roots in the late Middle Ages. Master craftsmen employed
young people as an inexpensive form of labor for a contracted period of time in
exchange for food, lodging, and formal training in a craft. The opportunity to
learn a skilled craft in exchange for a period of servitude was a stroke of good
fortune in an otherwise dismal situation.

In the following centuries, serfs morphed into servants. Going into service
meant working in the great manor houses as domestics in exchange for room,
board, and a small salary. In the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, one-quar-
ter of the population worked in service. Workers migrated into the factories
during the industrial revolution, and following World War I, moved into the
service industry as staff at hotels, restaurants, places of entertainment and recre-
ation, as well as in offices and retail stores.

Another service-oriented signification of the sixth house is military service.
As the joy of Mars, the sixth house is the domain of the armed forces. The sixth
house of bad fortune thus points to the bad luck of being conscripted into mil-
itary service, as well as the arduous work and battle injuries that can follow.
By contrast, when sixth-house planets are in good condition, they can indicate
military officers and even honors in battle. A rigid hierarchy of obedience to
superior officers, coupled with strict discipline, are defining features of military
service. When Mars is both exalted in Capricorn and in its joy in the sixth, it
reflects factors thought to denote an excellent armed service, or in some cases
public and government service. Similarly, a planet of the sect in good condition
placed in the sixth house can point to military leadership and rank. Sixth-house
service to one’s country also extends to all the civil servant government jobs that
serve the public welfare.

Modern times have largely replaced slaves, masters, and hard labor with em-



THE SIXTH HOUSE 715

ployees, bosses, and jobs. While the tenth house signifies the profession as the
kind of work that enhances one’s social status and reputation, the sixth-house
job is often seen as menial work that is lower in prestige, income, and status. In
the sixth house, one’s livelihood is essentially dependent upon subservience to a
boss or company. The term “wage slave” encapsulates the meaning of the ancient
and modern experiences of this sector of the human condition.

The topics of illness and jobs come together in the analysis of working con-
ditions that are unhealthy or stressful, either in terms of the kinds of work un-
dertaken, or via the relations with co-workers and bosses. The hours and en-
vironment of a job also impact one’s daily regimen, including sleeping, eating,
exercise, relaxation, and commuting routines. Here lie the roots of job-related
stress as a cause of ill-health.

The topics of the sixth house, when viewed through the lens of psycholo-
gy, illuminate the issue of servitude. The slave, serf, apprentice, servant, soldier,
employee, and disciple are all subservient to some authority or superior, social
class, or caste upon whom the livelihood is dependent. When a person works for
someone else, their freedom, choice, and autonomy are restricted. In a general
sense, all sixth-house planets point to parts of the personality which are sensi-
tive and vulnerable to feeling subjugated or oppressed by circumstances. This
can depict situations where a person feels dominated by others and has limited
economic, religious, or emotional freedom to change the circumstances. This
has a wider application than simply economic employment.

The themes of dominance, bondage, and servitude located in the sixth house
can extend into relationships with other people and with society. For instance,
the lord of the sixth house located in the seventh house, or vice versa, can point
to themes of dominance and submission in personal or intimate relationships.
The nature and condition of the planet shows the response, the severity, and the
possibility of transforming difficult situations.

A positive interpretation of the sixth house is provided by modern astrolo-
gy, for whom servitude is reframed as voluntary service to others, to humanity,
and to the collective. Taking care of others, serving one’s community, volunteer
service, and personal sacrifice for a cause or ideal are several ways that the no-
tion of service is expressed on higher levels. It has been suggested that the cul-
tivation of humility is an important lesson for individuals who have an empha-
sized sixth house, as it is the means to transform selfishness or self-centeredness
for the benefit of others. In this context, the modern sixth house can be seen as
the exaltation of service to a greater cause or for the collective good.

Discipleship has also been cited as a sixth-house signification in which there
is a willing submission and dedication to a guru or teacher. It is through the ex-
perience of self-surrender to a higher power that the disciple receives the ability
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to transform their personal life and attitudes. The success of many twelve-step
programs that enable liberation from bondage to an addiction begin with a sur-
render of the egoic self to a higher force as the path towards ultimate freedom.
Rudhyar spoke of the necessity to serve and obey as the only cure for egocen-
tricity if a person is to pass successfully through crises which challenge the ego.

Following this vein of thought, the sixth house has also been seen as the
ways in which a person faces adversity and deals with personal crises. Rudhyar
taught that there was nothing intrinsically negative about the sixth house, but
he did concede that sixth-house experiences often involve strain, stress, pain,
and suffering. He explored the notion that the basic issue centers on how a per-
son faces illness, failure, inadequacy, lack, frustration, and defeat, and how they
respond to these crises in order to grow spiritually. In this context, the sixth
house shows where one encounters personal crisis. The planets within the house
show the basic kinds of challenges that arise when opportunities or growth are
presented, while the lord of the sixth points to where these eftorts should be
focused.

Alongside illness and slaves, ancient astrologers consistently placed an-
imals among the major sixth-house significations. It indicated the strength,
multitude, scarcity, profit, and loss of cattle and other beasts, such as hogs,
sheep, goats, hares, and other small animals that are not ridden. The ratio-
nale behind these inclusions is that sixth-house animals are working animals.
As livestock they are bred for profit and must earn their keep. Often domesti-
cated, they are usually harnessed, fenced, or restricted in freedom. Ultimate-
ly they are subject to ownership and used for the benefit of their owner. To-
day, pets are optimistically placed in this category: cats that catch mice, dogs
that guard by barking at strangers or provide companionship; their function
is to serve their masters in some way. Veterinarians also find a home in the
sixth house.

The final sixth-house topic in Hellenistic astrology is enemies. This derives
both from the rejoicing of Mars and by reflection from the twelfth house. Con-
spiracies, insurrections, slave rebellions, and revolts against oppression were
connected to this sector. In modern times, this extends to labor unions, pro-
tests, and strikes. One distinction in the Hellenistic astrological literature is that
the sixth house refers to open enemies, while the twelfth house refers to hidden
enemies. The Medieval astrologers took open enemies out of the sixth house
and placed them in the seventh, where they came to refer to opponents of all
kinds, while hidden enemies remained in the twelfth. With its strong connec-
tion to Mars, the significations of the sixth house as a place of attempted rebel-
lion against oppression and the urge to overthrow the misfortunes of bondage
are often overlooked in contemporary astrology.
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Table 46. The Sixth House: Summary and Primary Sources

Summary
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NAME
ANGULARITY
STRENGTH

FAVORABILITY
RANKING

AGE OF LIFE
PLANETARY JOY

TRADITIONAL
SIGNIFICATIONS

ADDITIONAL MODERN
SIGNIFICATIONS

Bad Fortune (Kaké Tuché)

Cadent

Weak stability and support, between
worlds

Unfavorable

Eleventh

Beginning of last part of life

Mars

Misfortunes, troubles, bad luck
Hliness and disease

Accidents and injuries
Servitude, slavery, jobs
Bondage and oppression
Military and armed services
Enemies, insurrections

Small animals as workers

Health, daily regimen
Crisis and transformation
Pets
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Hellenistic Primary Sources

Authors

HERMES TRISMEGISTUS
Egypt, semi-mythical/first century BCE
As cited by Thrasyllus

THRASYLLUS
Alexandria and Rome, first century CE
The Table (ccAG 8.3.99-101)

ANTIOCHUS OF ATHENS
Athens, first century BC or CE
Summary 24, 25

MANILIUS
Rome, first century
Astronomica 2.900-904

VALENS OF ANTIOCH
Alexandria, second century
Anthology 4.12, 9.2

PAULUS OF ALEXANDRIA
Alexandria, fourth century
Introductory Matters 24

FIRMICUS MATERNUS
Rome, fourth century
Mathesis 2.21.7

RHETORIUS OF EGYPT
Egypt, sixth or seventh century
Compendium 57

Sixth-House Significations

Bad Spirit (kakodaimonias), vengeance,
injury

Injury, Bad Fortune (Kaké Tuche)

Troubles, sufferings, enemies, injuries to
the body

Changes in health waged by unseen
weapons of disease

Slaves, injuries, enemies, aliments, weak-
nesses, illness, afflicting crisis

Bad fortune, punishment, evil, cadent,
house of Mars, injuries, female slaves,
cattle, enmities arising from women,
conspiracies, insurrections

Cause of bodily defect and illness, bad
fortune, house of Mars, inactive, malice
is alleviated if there is a trine aspect to a
planet in the tenth (or the Midheaven)

Evil, cadent, first to fall, bad fortune,
metakosmios, injuries, slaves, enemies,
quadrupeds, sicknesses of the feet
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Medieval Primary Sources

Authors

AL-ANDARZAGHAR

Sassanid Persia, c. seventh century
Quoted by Bonatti in the thirteenth-
century Book of Astronomy 2.3.5

SAHL IBN BISHR
Khurasan and Baghdad, ninth century
The Introduction 3 (Latin); 2 (Arabic)

ABU MA'SHAR

Balkh and Baghdad, ninth century
Great Introduction to Astrology 6.26
Abbreviation of the Introduction 1.114

AL-QABISI

Aleppo, tenth century

Introduction to the Science of Astrology,
1.67, with additional material cited

by Ibn Ezra

AL-BIRUNI
Ghazni, eleventh century
Elements of the Art of Astrology 461

Sixth-House Significations

First triplicity lord signifies infirmities
and recovery; second, domestics and
slaves; third, what will be found because
of them, their usefulness, and works.
Beasts and cattle, quadrupeds (their
strength, multitude, and scarcity), pris-
ons and confinements

Cadent from the Ascendant, does not
aspect it, a malign place, infirmities,
slaves, injustices, changes from one place
to another

Called illness: indicates illnesses, their
causes, chronic illness, slaves, slave girls,
desposition (dejection, evil action),
injustice, migration from one place to
another

Infirmities, slaves, end of life, what

is going to be before old age; the first
triplicity lord of the house of infirmities
signifies infirmities and bad health, evil
circumstances, and injurious wounds;
the second lord signifies house servants;
the third lord signifies what will happen
because of these, their usefulness, and
work

Sickness, defects of the body, overwork;
if unfortunate, accidents to the legs, loss
of property, diseases of internal organs;

slaves, maids, cattle
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Medicval Primary Sources (Continued)
Authors Sixth-House Significations

ABRAHAM IBN EZRA
Spain, twelfth century
The Beginning of Wisdom

GUIDO BONATTI
Ttaly, thirteenth century
Book of Astrononiy 2.3.5

LEOPOLD OF AUSTRIA
Austria, thirteenth century

A Compilation of the Science of
the Stars 4.1.86

Chronic illness, slaves, maids, small animals, pris-
on, lies, slander. First triplicity lord denotes illness
and defects; the second signifies slaves; the third,
whether they are useful or harmful

Infirmities and illness, male and female slaves,
servants, vassals and power over them, beasts or
quadrupeds which are not ridden, what happens
before old age, end of life

Infirmities, slaves, changing from place to place
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Renaissance Primary Sources

Authors

JOHANNES SCHOENER
Germany, sixteenth century
Opusculum Astrologicum
25,6

CLAUDE DARIOT

France, sixteenth century
Introduction to the Judgment of
the Stars 1.13

JEAN-BAPTISTE MORIN
France, seventeenth century
Astrologica Gallica 17.3

WILLIAM LILLY
England, seventeenth century
Christian Astrology 7

JOHN GADBURY
England, seventeenth century

The Doctrine of Nativities 6.6

Sixth-House Significations

Evil fortune, illnesses, injuries, servants, animals
which are not ridden, lower belly, intestines, colon
to anus; descending, masculine, melancholic, west-
ern, black; joy of Mars; co-significator: Mercury

House of health or sickness, infirmities and sick-
nesses, servants, maids, all that happens before old
age or the end of life, changing and moving from
place to place, small beasts and cattle, rules inferi-
or parts of belly, the color black; first triplicity lord
signifies maladies, diseases, and griefs; the second,
servants; the third, cattle; joy of Mars, co-significa-
tors: Virgo and Mercury

Servants, subordinates, domestics, animals

Men and maid servants, galley slaves, hogs, sheep,
goats, hares, cattle (profit, loss, sickness), offending
humor, curability and duration of illness, day-la-
borers, tenants, farmers, shepherds, uncles, belly,
intestines to arse. Feminine and cadent, unfortu-
nate, having no aspect to Ascendant; Mars rejoices;
co-significator: Mercury

Sickness and disease, their quality and cause, cur-
ability and incurability, uncles and aunts, servants,
small beasts: sheep, hogs, hare, dogs (gain and loss
thereby). It is called kaké tuché (bad fortune), from
the unhappiness or infelicity and prejudice men
receive by sickness and diseases of body and the
damages that often ensue thereon, and also by be-
ing an obscure and abject place of heaven, having
no manner of aspect or affinity with the Ascendant
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Modern Primary Sources
Authors Sixth-House Significations

LUKE BROUGHTON
UK, USa, nineteenth century
Elements of Astrology (1898)

ALAN LEO

UK, twentieth century

How to Judge a Nativity (1904)
The Key to Your Own Nativity
(1910)

LLEWELLYN GEORGE

Usa, twentieth century

A to Z Horoscope Maker and
Delineator (1910)

MAX AND AUGUSTA HEINDEL
USA, twentieth century
Message of the Stars (1927)

CHARLES E. O. CARTER
UK, twentieth century
Principles of Astrology (1925)

Abdomen, men and maidservants, day laborers,
galley slaves; all manner of small cattle (livestock),
such as deer, goats, hares, conies, loss or gain from
them; sickness whether long or short, curable or
not; farmers or tenants, uncles, aunts by the fa-
ther’s side; if Jupiter, Venus, dragon’s head or Mer-
cury are well-placed and aspected in this house,
and Mars beholds Mercury with a friendly ray,

it makes an able physician; called mala fortuna,
house of evil fortune; feminine; the color black; joy
of Mars, co-significators: Virgo and Mercury

Service and attachments arising from the expres-
sion of the tenth house—servants and inferiors

in social rank, sickness arising from worry and
anxiety, house of phenomenal magic arising from
powers of southern angle, bowels and solar plexus,
state of health, associations with inferiors, ser-
vants and working capacities, planets have to do
with matters of hygiene, and if afflicted, signify ill
health; work, labor, service, sickness one is liable
to if general health not maintained

Sickness, servants or employees, service, food,
hygiene, clothing, small animals, solar plexus and
bowels

Health, service to be rendered by person, condi-
tion and faithfulness of those who serve the native

Work and toil by which pleasures of fifth are fed,
subordinates, servants, service, health, unfortunate
house where good planets are weak and evil ones
incline to ill-temper
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Modern Primary Sources (Continued)

Authors

DANE RUDHYAR

France, usa, twentieth century
The Astrology of Personality
(1936)

MARGARET HONE

UK, twentieth century
The Modern Textbook of
Astrology (1950)

CARROLL RIGHTER
UsaA, twentieth century
Astrology and You (1956)

ERNEST & CATHERINE GRANT
UsaA, twentieth century
Textbook Series (c. 1960)

JULIA & DEREK PARKER
UK, lwentieth century
The Compleat Astrologer (1971)

DANE RUDHYAR
France, usa, twenticth century
The Astrological Houses (1972)

Sixth-House Significations

Sickness, servants, dependents, private enemies,
conflicts resulting from exteriorization of self, en-
mity of other personal selves, including the cells of
one’s own body, sickness, relations between master
and slave, employer and employees

Work of a practical nature, service, health and hy-
giene, service given by each person or cell in body
to make a properly functioning healthy whole;
Virgo, Mercury, earth, cadency, mutability

Daily work, labor, toil, health, dealings with co-
workers; treatments that bring you well-being
and the chance to get your apparel into good
condition; pets, dict, daily routine, constancy in
performance of duties and obligations

Unfortunate house which rules ill health, hand-
icaps difficult to overcome, house of service,
employees and servants, labor, debt, small and
domestic animals, worry, petty annoyances, bowels
and solar plexus; connected with Virgo, nocturnal
house of Mercury

Traditionally: work, subordinates, attitudes to-
wards servants; today: plumber, electrician, shop
assistant, housekeeper; house of health, although
physical well-being cannot be entirely assessed
from it

How one meets realization of necessity for self-im-
provement in face of experiences of inadequacy,
lack, frustration, or defeat; personal crises and how
a person can grow and become transformed
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Modern Primary Sources (Continued)
Authors Sixth-House Significations

M. MARCH & J. MCEVERS
USA, twenticth century
The Only Way to Learn
Astrolagy, vol. 1(1976)

HOWARD SASPORTAS
UK, twentieth century
The Twelve Houses (1985)

Work, health, habits, employment, employees,
tenants, servants, pets, dependents, service given
to others, routine matters, your clothes and how
you wear them, hygiene, interest in food and diet,
sickness and all conditions affecting health, aunts
and uncles, self-adjustment and unconscious
mind, work and health are linked, a house of sub-
stance; natural sign and ruler: Virgo and Mercury;
keyword: duty

Further refinement and differentiation of self,
characterizing self by how we differ from others,
reducing things to parts (left brain), discrim-
ination and selectivity; assessing use we make

of power, energy, and capabilities; relationship
between inner and outer, body-mind connection,
adjustment to necessity and living life within
boundaries, mundane everyday reality, daily ritu-
als; relationship to servants, hired help, employees:
own qualities as a server; approach to work and
co-workers, craftsmanship, attention to detail,
perfection, technical proficiency, relationships of
inequality, health issues, the nature of physical
problems and underlying psychological signifi-
cance of certain illnesses
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The Seventh House

SETTING (DUSIS)

There remains onc region, that in the setting heaven. It speeds the fall-
ing sky beneath the Earth and buries the stars. Now it looks forth on
the back of the departing Sun, yet it once beheld his face; so wonder
not if it is called the portal of somber Pluto and keeps control over
the end of life and death’s firm bolted door. Here dies even the very
light of day, which the ground beneath steals away from the world and
locks up captive in the dungeon of night. This temple also claims for
itself the guardianship of good faith constancy of heart. Such is the
power that dwells in the abode which summons to itself and buries
the Sun, thus surrendering that which it has received, and brings the
day to its close.—MANILIUS.!

THE NAMES OF EACH ANGULAR HOUSE ARE BASED UPON THE LOCATION
of the Sun at one of its critical turning points in its daily journey. The first house
marks the place where the Sun rises over the horizon in the east and ascends
into the daytime sky. The seventh house marks the place where the Sun sets
beneath the horizon in the west and descends into the realms of night. Hence,
this sector is called Setting (dusis) and the western angle. It is a strong and stable
place due to its angularity, and a favorable location insofar as it is configured to
the Ascendant. However, the adversarial opposition can bring competition and
conflict to seventh-house interactions. No planet rejoices in the seventh house.

The symbolism of the western direction in ancient philosophy and myth
shapes the meanings of the seventh house. The west, where the Sun sinks be-
neath the horizon, was seen as the place of decrease and death. In ancient Greek
cosmology, the river Oceanus was a great freshwater stream that encircled the
flat earth. At the farthest western edge of the cosmos, beyond the dark misty
shore, beyond the setting Sun, lay Hadés, realm of the dead. A tree with the
golden apples of immortality grew in the mythical garden of the Hesperides

1 MANIL1US, Astronomia 2.948-958.



726 CHAPTER 70

that was located on the western shores of Oceanus. Hespereus in Greek means
both “evening” and “the western direction” and is etymologically related to the
English word “west” In Egypt, the tombs of dead pharaohs were built on the
western banks of the Nile River. Manilius describes how the region of the setting
Sun that brought the day to its close was the portal of somber Pluto, who keeps
control over the end of life and death’s firm-bolted doors.*

Death and the final age of life were prevalent meanings for the seventh
house in the Hellenistic literature. Traces of these meanings continue to appear
through to the Renaissance, but disappear by modern times. Rhetorius conveys
that Jupiter makes for a fine old age, free from toil with windfalls from abroad,
while Venus makes the native youthful and pleasing in old age; Saturn, if of the
sect and in its own domicile or exaltation, can make for long-lived persons who
are rich in old age, but distressed in youth.?

Marriage is the primary meaning for the seventh sector of human expe-
rience throughout the historical tradition. As each house reflects some of the
principles of the house that opposes it, the seventh-house spouse forms the
complementary opposite of the first-house self (the “life of the native”). Some
authors assigned intercourse with the wife or an affair with a woman as sev-
enth-house significations, indicating the tendency for most clients of astrology
to be men for whom the seventh-house “other” were women and wives. Firmic-
us Maternus wrote that the seventh house indicated the quality and quantity of
marriages, while Manilius speaks tenderly of the seventh house as “constancy of
the heart”

The topic of marriage was discussed extensively by Ptolemy, Valens, Dor-
otheus, and Firmicus Maternus. In addition to the seventh house and its lord,
astrologers looked to the placements of Venus and Mars, and to the Sun for a
woman and the Moon for a man, as marriage indicators. Their inquiries focused
upon the number of marriages, if they would occur early or late in life, and
whether they would be lasting and beneficial. The delineation included the na-
ture and rank of the spouse, whether high or low-born, wealthy or poor, relative
to the person’s own eminence.

Marriage to a king or prince was indicated if the native had the signature
of high eminence and the significator of relationship was in good condition.
Middling eminence and a good relationship significator pointed to a fortunate
marriage to a prosperous merchant; and low eminence, but a good relationship
significator showed a happy marriage to a laborer. For the most part, the condi-

2 MANILIUS, Astronomica 2.951-952.
3 RHETORIUS, Compendium s3.
4 FIrMICUS, Mathesis 2.21.8; MANILIUS, Astronomica 2.956.
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tion of a person’s marriage and their relative happiness was primarily a factor of
their own chart. However, Ptolemy devoted a lengthy chapter to synastry analy-
sis with another person as a way to judge compatibility in marriage. There were
numerous descriptions of the wide and varied range of sexual behaviors and the
types of persons with whom one might have sexual intercourse in the general
discussions concerning both lawful and unlawful relationships.

Valens presents several procedures for delineating the topic of marriage.s
One of these is a three-pronged approach that involves (1) an analysis of Venus
as a general significator of marriage for everyone; (2) the seventh house, its res-
ident planets, and its lord as specific significators that will vary from chart to
chart; and (3) the Lot of Marriage. Hellenistic authors gave a number of different
formulas for the Lot of Marriage. Valens gives a Lot of Marriage that suggests
sexual happiness and fertility. By day, it is calculated from Jupiter to Venus, pro-
jected from the Ascendant; by night, from Venus to Jupiter, projected from the
Ascendant. Each of these factors is evaluated in terms of their sect status, zodia-
cal rulerships, solar phase criteria, and witnessing by benefics and malefics. If all
are in good condition, the judgment supports an individual who has the capaci-
ty to form fortunate and happy marriages; if all are in poor condition, marriage
may not be a feasible option; if they are in mixed condition, there will be both
good and bad results in marriage. Sometimes a person can unite with another,
but the union turns out to be unfortunate or unsustainable.

No planet rejoices in the seventh house, and many Hellenistic authors saw
all planets as potential problems in marriage. Rhetorius commented that even
Jupiter in this sector indicates an unhappy marriage, Venus indicates promis-
cuity, Saturn marrying a widow, Mercury a meddlesome wife, the Sun bad luck
with marriage and children, the Moon homosexuality, and Mars an adulteress.®
Several centuries later, the Arabic astrologer Abu ‘Ali gave interpretations that
are more in alignment with the general principles of benefic and malefic planets:
Jupiter and Venus give joy from wives and success in endeavors, Saturn signifies
sorrow in marriage, Mars distress, and Mercury contentions.”

A comment by Firmicus Maternus that the Descendant is joined in violent
association with the Ascendant because of the opposition contributed to the
Arabic understanding that enemies, contentions, controversies, and opponents
all find their homes in this sector.® The seventh house came to embody death,
marriage, and open enemies. Over time, all sets of opponents such as buyers and

VALENS, Anthology 2.38.
RHETOR1US, Compendium s7.

ABU ‘ALl Judgment of Nativitics 2s.
FiIrMICUS, Mathesis 2.21.8.

N oW
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sellers, contenders in legal disputes, athletic competitors, as well as proceedings
between lovers and beloveds become part of the seventh-house repertoire.

Business partners, as those with whom one has dealings, were also placed in
the seventh-house interaction between self and other. Connections between the
seventh and tenth houses and their lords emphasize business venture relation-
ships. One common feature of most seventh-house relationships is that they are
bound by some kind of legal, financial, or good-faith contractual agreements.
This points to the quality of binding and commitment between peers that dis-
tinguishes seventh-house interactions from other kinds of family relationships
and friendships.

To the extent that marriage was historically undertaken as an “arranged
union” for the purpose of exchanging or consolidating property, status, financ-
es, or family honor, rather than a “love match’, the validation of the marriage
contract was often contingent upon sexual consummation along with proof of
virginity. If deemed otherwise, the contract could be considered void and the
marriage could be annulled. This sense of contractual obligation and marital
duty may be an underlying meaning of “intercourse with the spouse” as an early
seventh-house signification.

The Arabic, Medieval, and Renaissance horary texts that discuss seventh-
house matters seek the outcome of all kinds of associations between two people,
and whether the interested parties will come together. Does one partner love
another, or will their love be returned by the other? Will the attraction be per-
fected in marriage? Will the runaway spouse return? Will the thieves be caught?
Will the stolen item be returned? When a person encounters the other in the
guise of a spouse, partner, or opponent, will the interaction result in union or in
separation? Will it be amicable and cooperative, or adversarial and conflicted?
Who is stronger? Who will win?

In contrast to ancient astrology, where the seventh house represents the ob-
jective actual other partner or person in one’s life, the contemporary psycholog-
ical approach views the seventh house as the projections of one’s less conscious
self. The sign of the Ascendant and first-house planets are the conscious persona,
the integrated, familiar, and acceptable parts of the personality that a person
is comfortable expressing. The sign of the Descendant and the seventh-house
planets represent the less-conscious, unknown, unfamiliar, uncomfortable, un-
acceptable, or even frightening qualities of the self that a person is unable to
express as their own.

Projection is a psychological process whereby a person casts out the images
of the hidden aspects of the self and magnetizes others who have some of these
qualities so they can experience their inner self externally through other people.
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In the astrological model, the obvious place for the projection of less-conscious
aspects of oneself falls upon the seventh-house partner. If a person repeatedly
attracts the same difficult patterns in their partnering relationships, the problem
may be more about themselves than about the other. Therapeutic counseling
advises the individual to take back their projections, to own those qualities as an
aspect of themselves, and thus release others from the burden of living out their
own unlived life.

Modern astrology regards the zodiacal sign occupying the seventh house
as describing the positive qualities of the ideal partner, as well as the negative
qualities that arise when projection becomes problematic. For example, a Libra-
rising individual may be attracted to a partner who initially seems to carry the
positive Aries qualities of bravery and assertiveness; but if the Libra-rising per-
son disowns their own Aries nature by being too passive and always yielding
in relation to the spouse, they may later experience the partner as reckless and
domineering. In some cases, the partner described by a person’s seventh house
is magnetized so as to model the qualities that the native themself needs to ex-
press for wholeness and integration.

When the projections are especially unconscious, negative, or frightening,
the seventh-house other takes the shape of the opponent or enemy. This may
support the thinking of ancient astrologers who placed opponents and open
enemies in the seventh house. It is the place where the autonomy of the self is
configured by the adversarial opposition aspect to the other, even the spouse,
and struggles to maintain a solid footing in all kinds of relationships where one
is bound by an agreement.

The enemy is also signified by the twelfth house. However, twelfth-house en-
emies were considered more hidden and insidious, either in an objective sense
of actual people who secretly wish you harm, or as one’s own inner demons: the
personal cause of self-undoing. Seventh-house enemies, by contrast, are out in
the open and “in one’s face”

Travel, living abroad, and emigrants are sometimes mentioned by Hellenis-
tic astrologers in connection with the seventh house. It is not altogether clear to
me how this signification was derived. Robert Schmidt once suggested looking
for an explanation in the nautical metaphor that is used in ancient astrology.
Helm was one of the names for the first house, and it was located on the op-
posite side of a ship from the gangway plank, situated at the symbolic seventh
house. Traveling passengers disembark from the gangplank onto foreign lands.
We might also speculate that this is where the setting Sun disappears, going on
a long journey through the dark night; or that wives often leave their birth fam-
ilies to live in the distant homes of their husbands.
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In the Roman-era myth of Eros and Psyché, the goddess Psyché is escorted
by the community to her marriage with a beast who lives in a mountain-top
castle. They are dressed all in black as for a funeral, singing mournful dirges.
Psyché later discovers that the beast is the god Eros, her beloved soul mate. In
ancient Greek culture, respectable women lived behind the walls of their homes.
They only ventured outside for participation in public rituals or for funeral pro-
cessions. Funerals were one of the main venues where young women eligible for
marriage could be seen by prospective bridegrooms and their families. In these
ways, we have a window into the thinking behind the fusion of death, marriage,
disembarkation, and enemies in the seventh house.
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Table 47. The Seventh House: Summary and Primary Sources

Summary
NAME Setting (Dusis)
ANGULARITY Angular
STRENGTH Strong stability and support
FAVORABILITY Favorable
RANKING Fifth
AGE OF LIFE Last part of life
PLANETARY JOY None
TRADITIONAL Marriage and spouse
SIGNIFICATIONS

ADDITIONAL MODERN
SIGNIFICATIONS

Intercourse with a spouse

Business partners

All contractual relationships

(business, therapist/patient, guru/disciple)
Living abroad

Enemies and opponents

The other party in all negotiations and
bargains (defendant in lawsuit;
person to whom a challenge is issued;
criminal on trial)

Thief or robber

Buyer in a purchase
Horary/Electional: the astrologer or
physician

Conditions of death or old age

Psychological projection
Significant other
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Hellenistic Primary Sources

Authors

HERMES TRISMEGISTUS
Egypt, semi-mythical/first century BCE
As cited by Thrasyllus

THRASYLLUS
Alexandria and Rome, first century CE
The Table (cCAG 8.3.99-101)

ANTIOCHUS OF ATHENS
Athens, first century BC or CE
Summary 24, 25

MANILIUS
Rome, first century
Astronomica 2.848-851; 2.948-956

VALENS OF ANTIOCH
Alexandria, second century
Anthology 2.4.12, 9.2

PAULUS OF ALEXANDRIA
Alexandria, fourth century
Introductory Matters 24

FIRMICUS MATERNUS
Rome, fourth century
Mathesis 2.21.8

RHETORIUS OF EGYPT
Egypt, sixth or seventh century
Compendium 57

Seventh-House Significations

Death and wife

Wife

Final age of life, death, marriage

Consummation of affai<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>