Works of Sendivogius

Sendivogius' Letters to a Society of Unknown Plifdgers[transcribed by Justin von Bujdoss]
Sendivogius' Hieroglyphic seal of the Society okblown Philosopherfiranscribed by Justin von Bujdoss]
Sendivogius - The New Chemical LighTwelve Treatises [transcribed by Jerry Bujas]

Sendivogius - The New Chemical LighParable, Dialogue [transcribed by Jerry Bujas]

Letters 1-10 of Sendivogius

This work was published in FrenchTiraitez du Cosmopolite nouvellement decouvertsppesaavoir donne unde
idee d'une Societe de Philosophe®aris, 1691. This translation by Ebenezar Sibfpund in MS. Ferguson 25.
Letters 11 - 20 Letters 21-3Q Letters 31-4Q Letters 41-55

LETTERS

OF

MICHAEL SENDIVOGIUS

TO THE ROSEYCRUSIAN SOCIETY
FOUND

IN AN OLD MANUSCRIPT

BY EBENEZER SIBLY M.D.
1791

Epistle 1.
Greeting to my most honoured Friend and a mosthyd@ompanion of the Society of unknown Philosophkrs.

Honoured and renowned Sir, yours and your Patr@stidis, our companions letters have been exceedifcpme
to me, and | cannot express the Joy | had to haarybu have certainly and effectually been reaking our
Society and that there was a design on foot téesatid to enlarge our Society throughout all Framdgch | have
have had an ardent desire long before now to ham@ss. Neither can | doubt but that such a prejécsucceed
well; since God hath endowed you with such greafieleions in mind and good manners (as Brisciub destify it)
and | myself am able to judge by your most ingesiletters.

For this purpose then | joyfully do send you (as yave desired me) in Latin the Statutes of oure®pcthe

observation of which let be sacred to you and las guch recommended to our future Brethren.
Further | liberally do grant and promise you a camioation of more Notions than your Patron hathiygtarted to
you, concerning as well the theoretical as thetmaart of our alchemy.

But then it will be necessary that you yourselfdabin it, continually reading, speculating and kog also, to
make you able to add some things by your own imgw@std strength to those things such as are alreadaled to
you. For the rest you will find it a business of 8o very high consideration as is talked of. Fethat hath the key

to the door can easily unlock the same.
And that you may be able to do it the sooner, llstt be wanting to intimate to you the rocks whimay stand in
your way and to direct your deviating conceitspfisn as you will take occasion to consult me alvhat you are
reading or doing. And | protest to you that | vhille nothing from you except those things which gaanot learn
but by ocular demonstrations and manual operations.
For every art hath its own way and manner of ofyegaind above all, ours which cannot be expresseded in
words but that a particular demonstration and greemental disquisition be also necessary, whichte most part
answers but slowly, the hopes and expectationitdgophers.



| beg of you to take these my admonitions in goad from
Your most ready servant to all your commands,
Michael Sendivogius.
Brussels, 9th February, 1646.

Epistle 2.

Dear Companion,

You desire to know, and truly not without reasohatbooks among such an infinite number, as wedingient as
modern authors, you should choose to read; foraienfaithful and then if there be and which they that write the
truth, and scorn for the most part to contradientlelves, though in the main all of them do ailoret and the
same thing, though in an hierogliphical style,isgitwith out Cabal, our art being altogether cegtialj which art to
prostitute to the iniquity of sophisters, or tordfie to the lightness of the imprudent is altdggtunjust and
nefarious.

Let therefore your care be to choose to yoursdlbésuch a multitude of books those that followd gut by all the
rest as being useless and unprofitable: for if lyawe but got the little fish called Remora (seeNoyum Lumen
Chymicum, page 59, in the beginning of the parabiaih but one of that sort swims in the vast o¢cgan need no
more fishing, but only to get the Way to dress| bod spice it.

Among the ancient books then these are the chiefest

1. Hermes whose books are of very great nay the highest moment, in order to understand
well and truly our business.
There are two small treatises of his; one inscribed with a posthumous nameyginen b
commentators viz: Transitus maris rubri. The other; Appulsus ad terram pnomissta
let be recommended to you before any other.
But they are rare to be had and perhaps not to be found in Europe.
| have found them in Constantinople by some Martians where having perused them |
copied them for memory's sake.
2. Andernacus Paracelsus whose writings are like a clear day's sun lighydoucan
light upon his Codicills which heretofore were called Psalterium Chymimu
Paracelsus his Manual make much of them. For therein you shall find displayed and
clearly manifested all the secrets of our cabal, and of physick demiwestvdah the
whole knowledge of alchemical doctrine. This book is not so rare as the former. For
have found it at home in the Vatican Library and in several other places amongst my
cabalistic brethren of our own nation. However it is not altogether so common that it
were to be found everywhere. Therefore | did take a copy of this also for my ows use, a
| had done with the former.
All them | willingly would impart to you were it not that these did teach theesam
doctrine which | shall hereafter insinuate to you in the sequel of my lettetghat in a
much clearer method and succintor style than they have done. Besides thigibéshea
Tincturis is not to be neglected.
3. Lullius. But amongst all his writings | can only recommend to you thesé&/ddis
mecum, and dialogismum entitled Lignum Vitae. Likewise his Testamemnmdm a
Codicillus, yet these two last with the rest of this author's innumerablaggribgether
with those of Geber and Arnoldus de Villa Nova are almost made inexplicable defaus
a labyrinth of figments and unprofitable receipts so that | myself caresgaick out the
truth to justify it.

There are other writings collections out of oldlpsophers books, not altogether unlearned. Buethsx so many

sophistical tricks intermingled and filled up witlcubrations of other authors of none or ill repilnt it is a hard

matter to discern true and good traditions of faitnd approved men from others.
Amongst the writers of the middle age these aralgBonus Zacharias, Bernhardus Trevisanus, RogesrBand



an anonimous which hath collected authentic seeteand is called Rosarium Philosophorum which tsegms to
be the sentences of men of an approved integrdyodgood doctrine.

Amongst authors of latter age | esteem none fdittdgides Faber, a French author, as to his ladtspublished.
For his first books are erroneous and lying.

There are some things also orthodox in the authBhgsica restituta but it is interwoven with meaise precepts
and fallacious sentences.

But if you have a desire at they very entrance thi® study to have a full knowledge and sincefermation in our
alchemy they let it suffice our Novum lumen chymmcuwith the annexed treatise of Sulphur and thiodise
between Mercury and the Alchemist, for in this bowokhing is wanting. But is is necessary that itdmd with
attention and over and over again. And take ndkieein the same book many preposterous thingses&ncient
philosophers are set down and that several thindsraseveral places are as contradictory oneet@ther, all
which is voluntarily thus insinuated and the redlgtion of all this and the solution of doubts leerarising you
shall find in other places of the same book giveaxpress terms though in broken sentences. Priay us to
these cautions and so farewell.

Brussels 24th February, 1646.

Epistle 3.

Dear Companion,

Those sheets of Pagetins which you have sent n@#ihgmof all the parts of out art and your doutteuat it and by
this occasion about our Novum lumen chymicum alsave read over and over with a great deal of éttenThese
writings, though they are corrupt as to the priatjgrecepts yet they do demonstrate the authoe tf great
genius: And as to your doubts and questions, thees#o argue to proceed from an ingenium not of comm
sagacity and acuteness.

But what of this doctrine is to be judged you shale it in our answer to it with the next lettaral according to
your desire in a scholastic dogmatical style; viétmiliar arguments of the chief objections and <ipions
instanced, the solutions of the propositions togiettith the examples of our proposition where #lshe needful.
Farewell.

Brussels, 10th March, 1646.

Epistle 4.

Dear Companion,

Our last did promise you our Judgment concernirgeBias doctrine.

We will begin with that true, and touch that alsbieh is false and erroneous, which shall be peréatin this and
our following letters, which will send as frequgndls can be. Pagetins his own doctrine we shalemadre plain
so far as it is true by adding here and therewhdt is required for its explanation and to subwgitrue ones for its
false canons.

Your Pagetins then doth very well divide the wholatter in hand according to the custom and metliadl true
philosphers, viz, in two chapters.

The first treating of Nature, namely of naturalgwotions of all things and chiefly of minerals.

The second of art, or those effects which accrubitms by art and then of the making of the Lahi#iosophorum,
by whose means Gold and Silver is made by art.

What he doth teach in the first chapter comes eeaugh to truth, but the style he used is so cerauisl contract
that it cannot create a sufficient knowledge ofuas principles so as to obtain a full assenhefreader.

The second chapter of his treatise hath one thhighwis very congruous to the best doctrine vig,jhdgement
concerning the general principles of Lapis Phildsopm, he affirming them to be a sort of Mercutbus different
from common Mercury, that is from one that actualynineral, when the former is not yet in eithéthe families
of inferior mixed bodies, as are mineral, animavegetable specified and determined. And againstiate sort of
Sulphur be far from the common combustible andkstied Sulphur, yet determined by some specificah fand to
be under some genus of the aforementioned mixiureh form that Sulphur may impress and communitatbe
said Mercury by way of Fermentation. And that tame Sulphur were rightly constituted Lapis Phildsmpim.

All the rest of this book is almost false and tarbjected as you shall see hereafter,



Farewell.
Brussels, 15th March, 1646.

Epistle 5.

Follows the examination of the first article of tbecond chapter of Pagetins.

It is most certain and not to be doubted but thatddrius the true and nearest material principlmefals and
minerals, to be a warm and moist humour or vapsweshall make it good herafter. Ergo, such a Mass
cannot be gotten and generated in a cold and fieaistain and pure elemental water, as Pagetinshaile. But it
must be had out of a body and substance whichrignaad moist and which is such because of preerjneh
congealed air. And such is our matter which youratsgnorant of now.

Hence the error of Pegetins in this point is mastife

But that he may not want his due praise, | musfessthat hitherto | have not read any authordhate nearer to
the mark than he. For his substance he pointsthtidall the general conditions agree with thetamd genuine
substance that contains the true Mercury and Hathedmost all the true signatures and charactessribed here
and there by the philosophers whereby the true Mgrand his offspring is known and discerned.

Let this suffice as to the first article.

Adieu.

Brussels, 20th March, 1646.

Epistle 6.

In the second article he labours to repeat the erigsts manner of extracting and also preparing Mgrout of
Lullius misusing his authority and other philosopsi@recepts misapplying them and ill brought irrenitnan
becomes an ingenious Man: commanding, that bylldiitin, the tenth part of his Magnesia, so fiises, as only
useful and as the only true mercurial substancaldhme reserved; But that the nine other parts whica
continued distillation come forth, as being useldssuld be rejected, for this purpose that the taith part which
was reserved should at last be restored agaits teraining earth after a complete distillatiorigi earth he
ridiculously esteems to be Sulphur and Salt of Mercand that by reiterated cohobations, inhumatioligestions,
sublimations etc, described by him, all should daited again.

But herein he grievously mistakes, for what auttsang of the tenth part that contain the spirit ahshhumation in
its own earth, is to something else to be referttgah the extraction and preaparation of Mercuaiisve shall
demonstrate it at another time somewhere else.

There is no other rule to be observed for the egithction and preparation of Mercurius than sinipldistil the
Magnesia, whereby the spirit with its oil are brbugver and elevated even to a siccity of the faer®l into a
separation of the spirit from the oil and whichrips afterwards oftentimes to be rectified. Betéof we shall treat
and inform you more at large in the method of ofiiega

Farewell.

Brussels, 25th March, 1646.

Epistle 7.

Follows the third and fourth article; the formervafich doth assign the Minera of the Sulphur nesbgstor the
philosphical work, and doth do it very well. Foeth is not other Minera for the said Sulphur thduictv he
intimates namely Gold or Silver.

The fourth article teacheth how to extract the saighur out of the entrails of the said Gold dvéi but very ill.
For he prescribes to this work a dissolvant altegieheterogenous to Gold and Silver and thereflent, viz, a
certain Mercurial oil made per deliquium from Qusdier or common Mercury often sublimed with salraamiac.
All which is against Nature's Intention which remsi that Gold or Silver should be dissolved in ofdethe
making of the Lapis Philosophorium in a benign watemogeneous. To these metals (I say homogengous b
homogeneity as our Cabala calls it of Principled,af things principiated as some falsely do supgband are in
the same error with Pagetins) that is to say tesd@vement must be of the same nature with thateviat
substance out of which immediately your Gold ov&ilwas made, that matter being considered inate sf lesser
composition it had before it coagulated into Gal&dver (for there are many subordinate degreeofposition



in mixed bodies, as we shall see hereafter.) Butght not to be of the same Nature with actuakenntor
common Gold or Silver.

And now there is no substance in the whole Naturelvcan have such a Homogeneity of Principlesafi@Gnd
Silver, as our Mercury drawn from our Magnesia ianmer as you know. For that Mercury is but a wanoh moist
vapour not yet determined (as common Mercury igny other Family of the lower mixed Bodies, nanmaiperal,
vegetable, or animal, and therefore it is of a nedmgple degree of composition than common Goldilee§ or any
other mixture can be. For all other things andefege common Mercury also (which Pagetins makef)shey
are already determined in your said families, dnaddfore most of them seem to have symbolizingitigsind
conditions with Gold and Silver. Yet for all thaetly are heterogeneous, because they are not adifisplly
different from Gold and Silver, but have also apagite nature, being under a different specieb®tame degree
of composition constituted wherein the nature ammtl@ion of their heterogeneity conists, so that Mercury is
not the vulgar must be made use of, and for araetire Dissolvement of the Sulphur of Gold or Silaed this is
the grand Error of Pagetins.

Farewell.

Brussels, 30th March, 1646.

Epistle 8.

The fifth article dear companion consels and wéltquade us that the philosophical Egg must be rmade
compounded out of one ounce or there abouts of Salphur of Gold or Silver and with your additiohaovery
little quantity of his Mercury whose spirits he sahat by often repeated distillations and cohoatiyour said
Sulphur doth ingest and drives in and doth afted&amlock all Humidity.

Thus he disputes against your sight of Nature,a&era monster which he will that your yellow of tbgg or the
ferment which is the Sulphur of Gold and Silver@dooftentimes throw off or separate the whitehaf Egg that is
the thing to be fermented which is the Mercury tales away its natural Humidity altogether necgstaa good
effect of generation, and yet he will that notwithmling all this, a philosophical chicken shouldhiagched or a
cabalistic Coagulum should be formed.

How foolish is this notion of Pagetins be in thikite. Indeed not to exaggerate since every foolagmrehend it.
Farewell.

Brussels, 5th April, 1646.

Epistle 9.

The sixth article dear companion doth teach and wiostinately doth hold that there are requireyaior boiling of
your Egg four different and continually increasofepgrees of fire, which indeed favours an unexpeddn
philosopher, if as it seems he doth understaraf dctual Fire. Hence | find reason to change miwgiop which |
had of the author before, namely, that he in hisér articles had studiously compiled most [egrasgje@rrors only
for [dismulation] sake and on purpose to imposenwamir easiness of belief. But now | do find metaken,
seeing with what eagerness of sincerity of mindidh maintain such a doctrine and accordingly hevddth rest
the sentences of alleged authors; being it is wety known that when the authors command four deg fire,
that it must be only refered to the virtual cenfiia of ferment, which fire as it must in successof time overcome
far greater elemental qualities in its Mercury ilkband geometrical proportion much exceeding it doth
proceed by four degrees, till it aquires such aeegf strength as by nature is designed chiefiytfe product of
those four principle colours. But your externaluatfiire, as it is but to excite the other interrsal it ought to be of
a continual gentle almost equal degree.

And these are the errors of Pagetins.

Farwell.

Brussels, 4th April, 1646.




Epistle 10.

Having made an end with Pagettins works it follalgar companion that | do explain and declare totleurue
Hermetical doctrine.

We shall therefore even as Pagettins hath doneeettte whole to chapters . The first shall tredXlafure. The
other of Art. And all shall be treated according#&balistical principals being the best and truestised by God
into our first parents and derived to us, not bitiag, but by Tradition and Hearing, and as to imatposed method,
there can be no better used.

For since Arts business is to perfect Nature andesArt cannot effect this but by immitating Natareorks; it is
needful first to know that Nature's works are tdrbeitated before you can elucidate the mannemiéting. The
first chapter then shall be divided into two mensbdihe first shall be a treat of the first Generabr the first
creation of things.

The second shall be a treat of the second Genesie daily natural production of things createtbbe

Both are neccessary for a philosopher to know wésirds to learn the true principles of things, ath contains
rules. For as art doth incite the Nature, so datuh Creation only with this difference; that Giea supposes
nothing and Nature supposes principiating pringipléz. the Elements, and Art supposes principtexipiated, all
of which in order, so that the perfect knowledgédfdoth depend on the knowledge as well of thet fas second
generation. Let this serve for a short prologue.Wifiepass to the matter itself.

Farewell.

Brussels, 15th April, 1646

Letters 21-30 of Sendivogius
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Epistle 21.

The first great Difference is in Diversity of Seran and wife, in the said Families. For in the Fami Animals
since God hath given them (atleast to the perfeetspa locomotive Faculty by Virtue of which thenacome
together and discharge their Office; God hath heidimg to give to each Species peculiar Men andritéa of the
same Species. But to the Vegetables and Mineratsuse the Species of these Families do wantaha s
locomotive Faculty, so that they cannot come paogether and copulate. God hath given them onareamVife
every where meeting them and equally fit for batimifies and therefore she is like to nome of thesmilies,
according to the Species but only according theuSevhich to both Families is the nearest above tfpoxime
superius) namely the subalternate in respect oixéuké. And this Wife or common Harlot is our Spis
Universalis. Therefore as many primordial Seedeethee in every Region of the Elements and as rimatiyidua
there are in the said two Families as many Meretheg, but there is but one Woman common to all.

The second Difference consists in the Diversitpéffces of both Sexes which indeed is great indhiel Families
chiefly as to the common Function of Copulationt @ animals do copulate spontaneously by the lisepof
Archeus without any other Atrtificial Industry, natliappetite being given them for that Purpose jptomg them
and most vigorously moving them to it. And theref@od hath given as well Men as Women suitable
Industruments for Copulation and Generation. Bat\tegetables though they seem in some Manner tbediike,
when they permit the Seed of their ripe Fruitsaibifito their everywhere, meeting Wife yet theyréquire Arts
assistance to act well and surely.

The Minerals though in Respect of the primary Mlitiation, they copulate without Arts Ministry, yeaRespect
of the Second Multiplication (which chiefly concsras at this Time) there is absolute necessityttigaHand and
Managment of the Artist intervene. And therforetinei the said Minerals nor Vegetables have givemtproper
Instruments for Copulation or Generation. But therin hath from her Matrix Water and Earth for helyBor
Alexcum. There is also some difference in theitipalar Functions. But because its Knowledge mailathing to
our Purpose we will pass it by for Brevity's Sake &shall pursue the Rest.

Farewell.



Brussels 21st June, 1646.

Epistle 22.

The third Difference is to be referred to the Disiion of the Universal Spirit and its Preparatiimich must go
before Multiplication.

What concerns the primary Multiplication and itgfe there is no difficulty at all in. For therenist any other of
the universal Spirit here required in order toHfiect of the three Terms besides the Degrees digestion
mentioned before: because that in this Way of Mlittation it is common to all of the three Familidisat in case
the universal Spirit hath acquired a SulphureoweBtion while he is assimilated with them and iaed into Seed.
But if he remains in the Mercurial Degree that thespecies is out of him multiplied, i.e., he isrfented and
converted into a specific Individuum, accordinghie Quality and primordial Character of the seeds.

But as to the Effect of the secondary Multiplicatend in Terms, the Preparation of the said unalepirit is very
discrepant in the said Families.

For in Animals, to have the Effect of the threermigiit requires another Digestion than the prece@ass, viz: and
Animal Digestion, which is done in the Bowels o tAnimal. Therefore god hath laid upon them theessity of
Respiration by help of which the said universalisg drawn and carried into the [Pridcordia]oétkaid Animal
from the aereal Region where he abounds and tleiedigested and recieves the odor of Form sutistan
Afterwards a Portion of it is mixed with the anim&eeds and transmuted into it, for to have thecEff the First
Term. But to have the Effect of the second Terns, ihixed in the Bowels of the woman with her meunstis
Humour into which it is also transmuted.

Lastly to obtain the Effect of the third Term itrisxed with the Aliments which he dissolves, anah$elf is in and
with them transmuted and converted into Chylus themBlood and at last into the very substancthefAnimal.
For the same Manner in the family of vegetablescljgires a vegetable Digestion for the Effectsithiee Term,
which Digestion is absolved in the Heart of theetable. Therefore God hath Created a Magnesiaith iaants
which vulgarly is called Medulla or the Heart whidbth draw to himself out of the Earth the saidvarsal Spirit
where he always abounds being plentifully driveo ihthrough the Pores of the Earth by the Daiig great
Agitations of wind and Weather.

But in the minerals it requires other specific Ragion than an artificial Purgation and Separatibits magnesia
for to gain the Effect of the first Term, but aghe second and third Term, he requires a precedetatlic
Digestion.

Farewell.

Brussels, 26th June, 1646.

Epistle 23.

The fourth Difference consists in the Effect of thied Term which doth vary in the said Familiesr ih animals
and vegetables, if it be referred to the first Actoth augment the Quantity by Extraposition; hessathat the seed,
as also the Blood and other such like Substanckielfvare rather Instruments of vital actions than$of the
vivent or at least they are parts disparate) ddala their Increase as Cause of the Vivent.

But if it be referred to the second then the Quguatind Bulk is augmented by an inward Assumptioch thie
intrinsic Quality or virtue is raised and more imgéy.

In Minerals if it be referred to the first Termdsth also augment the Quantity and Bulk by Extréamosand yet
the intrinsical Virtue is increased withal. Bulitifs referred to the Second it doth not augmeetQuantity but
rather diminishes, but the Quantity of intrinsiatde it doth exalt and extole. As to the Differeit&espect of the
finish of Formation in the said Families the sasgéry great.

For in animals and Vegetables for the Effect dieitMultiplication, the first and last Term are feeted by a single
assimilation; because that which is fermented, imeguall the conditions and Parts of the fermenkngm, namely
that of the Seed or of the Menstruum.

But the second Term doth not end in a simple atsiom because in this Term the fermented Thingiaeg some
other Condition, besides the form of the thing fenting, viz; that of the Seed. For it cannot be sthiat the seed of
Man (and so in other Things) be the Man.

But in the Minerals either Term is perfected in giaple assimilations, because the Ferment vizSted hath



actual formal Condition which it doth impress iettning fermented; for this Reason because th&batiogeneous
Substances (such almost all the minerals and gtttedl Metals are) do retain all the Parts of thelahwith its
Nature however that Form diversity affected by dent in the first two Terms of their Multiplicatiohy Reason of
a Diversity of Disposition of Mercury in the sai@ffns which they have to them assimilated.

And so much of the first Genesis where you have fae physical Tria in one and unity in Trinity,deadity in
Two; in the Triangle a Quadrangle; a center inGireumference, and the Circumference in the Ceiitee.
Quadration of the Circuli, The Septinarium takesnira Triangle and Quadrangle; a Decas from their&epts and
the Triangle and such other Emblems of our Calradat@ explain more largely, and to teach, how tolaf is
needless now. Follows the Second Genesis.

Farewell.

Brussels, 30th June, 1646.

Epistle 24.

To all things then created having their Properdied being placed in their Order and proper RegiGusg] hath
given an universal Law, which by its proper namecat naturating Nature, and is, that nothing at tame should
remain idle and without Work, but that all thingsrpetually should move and be moved, drive andriver on, act
and be acted according to the Intention and Inttbnaof the substantial Form by which the motiond a
[Visissitudes] of actions and Passions, causatimasAffections; the upper most Bodies acting thieat are in the
middle Region and these the inferior Bodies whiehthe Mixture of the three Families; But these $pecies
subjected to each Family and the Individua alseash Species, and that these Motions be in theesaivnanner
proper to each of them, for this Purpose that taeém¢he mixturum Genius a perpetual and neveintaitew
Production of things the World might be procured atso a Multiplication of what is produced andaegtion of
what is decayed or extinct.

This is that Degree of eternal authority on Purpgbséthe Integrity of this World and of things atjy complete
should not before its due Time by a succedaneouascs@se and Ruin be diminished and destroyed.

And besides this general Order God hath given &anatheach Species for its Conservation and Midggibn
which we call Nature naturated, by whose Help asdigtance these Inferior things do not only hold a
correspondence with the Superiors and subalteoaatges as to their Actions, but they contribute eaghem and
with them by their own strength according to thelgy of their own Condition. But the Governor @tarated
Nature is Archeus. And thus by the universal mani@auses viz: the Heavens and Stars the Elemermsily
produce and multiply Salt, Sulphur, and Mercurysthagain the Spirit universal doth again productypaestrua
and seeds, partly Individua of each Family whidtlyamultiplys their Species except those of Miterghich
cannot effect this without Arts Assisitance.

This is a short Exposition of the second Genesis.

Farewell.

Brussels, 3 July, 1646.
Epistle 25.

Before we handle of the Rules of our Art and itsd@pts we must permit some things of its Intentaoms Power
according to the foresaid Principles.

The intention then of our Artist in General is terfect Nature, i.e. its natural Productions; thégl the Office of
Art; and this she effects two ways.

1. With helping Nature, either in order that Nataray obtain its ordinary End and Purpose of speadifPerfection,
in those Things she daily Produces, in what Masoewrer she is used to do it and by which End sbessarily
attains its Hypothesis, that is by a certain andandefective Law, by itself without any other atsnce, in case she
were not hindered by some accident, or the othién loer Work disturbed. So for example a Chickeaynand is
sometimes produced out of a Hen's Egg being kepitrmusly warm, and so it happens with many sublerothings
that when Nature for some Reason could not Art patfected.

Or lastly that Art do hasten Nature's Productiofoliethe usual ordinary Term of time. By such cagrartifice the
comming forth of many Things is often acceleratuk this though it may be an ingenious IntentiorAdf yet it
cannot reach some metallic Work, being it dothsuit so well with the inferior mixture of the miraras it doth



with the two other families.

2. In exalting Nature's Works already perfectedpading to its ordinary Course and Degree of spedif
Perfection, to a higher One. And this she dothotffetwo ways.

I. Without changing of the Species, only by exatihe intrinsical Virtue of it.

For God hath given to each being, besides the arglispecifical, extraordinary and almost infiniteddees of
Perfection, cheifly in the vegetable and minerahfawhich notwithstanding Nature by herself withid\rts help
cannot attain to, as hath been often said in tee@hapter.

As for example when Dough is raised by the actibth@ Ferment and is perfected by the Baker. Omvthat Wine
Stock out of a barren Ground is transplanted iffertéle Soil. For then by an internal addition dndrease the wins
Stock and its Branches Properties and Degreesrafe/are augmented.

And this manner of Increase doth before the reisfflgtbelong to the mineral Family, and if the fismid Term of
mineral Multiplication of the Seed and cannot bealotherwise.

But take care that you do not take the Unition @odtradiction of dispersed Virtue for exaltation\bftue specific
and Power, by which for example the Spirit of W{aad so it is to be understood of other thingshddiy
distillation once freed from the adhering greatritg of Tartar and Phlegm in which the said Spiréts dispersed
he seems to become much powerful and strengthenadiard Virtue; though not withstanding all thisthing is
really added to its formal degrees of Strengthdmly that the dispersed Particles of the Spiritdmee more united
and compressed because of the separation of hetexogs Excrements which laid confused with theitSpat
substantially united but only in the body of then&/together placed. By which separation that Sipidiéed attains
sooner and easier the Term of his operation andraatting upon passive Subjects, but for all tteatherewith gets
no higher Degree of his specific Virtue, by whiahdould do anything above the degrees of his inviltae and
Power ordinary, or that he could multiply his sgsciThe Ignorance of which hath almost decieveRidsophers
when they worry themselves with infinite Operatiam$/etals and other Minerals (whose case is theesaith the
[unrecognizable symbol]) in vain presuming to exiadirewith their Virtues so as to produce ExtroagynEffects
and to give them the Power of multiplying their 8ips. However it is not to be denied but that sasleperating
operation be very useful and necessary to the siploical Work as means to obtain the End. For ttista
Industry must not end in that Operation or Sepenaifihe wishes to obtain the Effects and Intentibthe Lapis
Philosophorum.

Neither is the accidental alteration of sensiblalitjes to be taken for the said augmentation ofué. Because that
by the Addition of Heterogeneous Things of divesgs the Face is only changed not Nature or the/isgcand
state Form substantial. In which thing there liesast gross Error, or rather a Deception of Sophist

2. With the changing of the lowest Species intoeBigus and that also in twofold Manner.

|. By Help and Benefit of the Universal agent, a certain Sort of mineral mexdtipli
according to the first Term of Multiplication and so exalted in his Virtue tle able to
transmute many species yea all of them such are subalternate and tiatastsiem
according to Proportion of greater inequality in infinitum so that the least Rag of
Agent may in a moment convert and transmute an immense Portion of each subjected
species, which Effect belongs only to the Lapis Philosophorum and it is the lasbiTer
the foresaid Minerals Multiplication.
Il. By Virtue of a particular agent whose activity is effectual upon Onewispecies
subjected converting them in Manner as is aforesaid and to be said more aneatiteher
which effect is of single Transmutation.
Now from what hath been said, the Division of Chrysopoaei doth depend namely to be
universal or particular. The universal Chrysopoeia is occupied in the Preparation of the
said universal agent, or the Multplication of the seeds of Gold and Silver its dpplicat
and use.

The particular tends only to the Preparation ofipalar agents and what concerns their use als@apptication.

According to which division this chapter like th@riner shall have likewise two members.
Farewell.

Brussels, 10 July, 1646.



Epistle 26.

The object of Chrysopoaei is the above mentionédeusal Agent, how to make and to prepare the sarese
Essence is necessary to be known before its camfiect

This Definition then is thus.

The Agent which the Philosopher makes use of forarsal Transmutation of the Metals is Gold or &ilv
multiplied not according to their quantity but tetr seeds and that by their intrinsical Virtuenotivity of their
Form substantial; greatly exalted nature workind Art ministring; whose one and the least Part bseaf its
exuberant Tincture or Seed wherewith it is endoiseable to give substantially the form of Gold &iler to a
great Quantity of all Kind of Metals, and to asdate the same in a most quick manner.

This Definition is regular though long, for it hath nearest Genus namely of Nature of Gold arileér Then it
hath its nearest differences viz: the Multiplicatiaf their Seeds and Virtue, not their Quantity; (hich it is
distinguished from Gold and Silver vulgar being sidered in their ordinary States of mineral Contith as also
from them and all other things besides be they ahimineral or vegetable, multiplicable or beingltiplied
according to quantity only) and lastly the transation Virtue of the greatest quantity above his @ivany Metal
whatsoever (by which is distinguished from pargeutansmutative agents) and that in little lesgedity, above
his own but for the most part equal or lesser Qtyant

That Gold or Silver be the Genus of the Lapis Rigfthorum or of the forsaid universal agent is negtifrom
thence because it is required, that the Lapis shinpahsmute the simplest metals into Gold or Sittierefore to
effect this it is necessarily required that theuratand true form of Gold and Silver should b&iim: For nothing
can give and communicate to another what it hatthimoself.

Neither is it to Purpose to say, that from the Biaetof the first chapter it may be concluded tlapis to be the
Seed of Gold or Silver and therefore that it carbeGold or Silver in Substance. For we have ajréadhe same
place by anticipation answered to what is now dbjeiz: That all the Parts of Bodies homogeneates of the
same Nature and Condition their whole is. TherefoeeSeed of Gold must need be Gold Formally. Likevas any
other Vitriol drawn out of any Kind of Metals, begitheir Seed or Sperma, doth not differ from theyveetals, but
only by some accidents namely by [dissmutation,ndirration] only of some accidental but no esseQiadlities as
for example of [fusibility] and Ductibility as alsaf exaltation of Qualities essential but chieffyits activity.
However it is disjunctively said that the Lapis IBeophorum be Gold or Silver. For there is a twfStone one for
Gold and the other for Silver though the same agiith is fitted and prepared for Gold making carve also for
making Silver as we have taught somewhere elsényetse the Artist intends Gold, then he shakt@lold to work
upon, by Reason that the Stone made may impresdidish form if he aims at Silver he shall chooselis
subject Silver that the Stone may communicate tlverSany Form and this according to the Axiomatthothing
can give what it not hath himself.

Neither is against us, that there are some cabaeproduce quite different Effects from their Natand therefore
Gold not to be absolutely a necessary Ingrediartofonake Salt (or rather Gold) which can be irddralso as to
Silver.

But take Notice that this hath only Place as towersial and equivocal causes which are destinatetiviers Effects;
such Causes are the Heavens and Stars. But Calisdsane particular and universal and which by Neitg
produce such Effects as are of like Nature withrtlzand do act by the Powers of specific Seed,iasntour Work,
there the Business goes otherwise. But that tlteStane must be of Gold and Silver though not sénfypit being
multiplied according to their Seeds of intrinsidiftue of their form substantial, it is concludedr hence;
Because if it did not by a most intense Degreeigfi¢ overcome the Faculty of other Metals it contd equally
assimilate to himself (i.e. transmute them evekeglall and of divers Kind of Degree of perfect kst and such a
Quantity which far exceeds his own. For every Adition or Transmutation happens in the Proportiba greater
Inequality, according to Aristotle and more accogdio Truth. But vulgar and simple Gold or Silv€sality and
Virtue do not answer in that Proportion in Respéaither imperfect Metals, since their Resistaatdeast for the
most Part doth by many Degrees exceed the Actdfityulgar Gold or Silver.

If you do object, that Gold or Silver and chieflpl@ do and are able to transmute at least sonmteedhferior
Metals because their Activity overcomes the Rescstaf those some Inferior Metals (which indeedrzarbe
denied) | do answer with Distinction, that if youesk of a particular Transmutation it is to be ¢gdnFor it is not
incongruous to admit such a Transmutation And ttiidyConversion of Food in the Substance of thad fed in
the Vegetable and animal Family is nothing els@ #ich a Transmutation. Neither is in this CaseCiedition
and Priviledge of Minerals others. But it is stilparticular Transmutation, neither doth it hapbgmvay of proper
Generation, i.e. by strength of the Seed, or tr&ttould be occupied about greatest QuantitieseoThings to be



transmutted. But if the meaning be of an univefsahsmutation. | absolutely deny the Assertion. Reason is,
because this shall want what in the said univéreahsmutation is required, viz: These three thing2espect of
this Agent which also can be gathered from thenitedin above, viz:

1. That it must be able to transmute all Metalsffacently with equal Right and Power, though notil equal
Weight.

2. That the least of the Agent, be able to traneraatimmense Quantity of any Metal.

3. That it must finish its Action of Transmutationfew Hours yea Minutes and that by a simple Agadion or
Projection.

All which chiefly, the disproportion of the Quantitlo lessen the Proportion of greater Quality, tzat be in the
vulgar Gold in respect of any Metal inferior, andthe other Hand do extoll the Resistancy of thie isderior
Metals. For the Disproportion of Quantity hath thBfect (though it be not per se an active Quanthst it
augments or diminishes the activity or Resistarfa@umality active and passive, by so many Degredhere is of
Excess or Defect of the Same above, or to theandgust Measure and that some, not intrinsicallyhie Intention
or Remission of Qualities but extrinsically by nipilication and Destruction of Parts, though in Tdsrotherwise
alike as to weight Number and Measure, anotherwificor Resistancy might overcome the other Rasisy or
Activity. For no man hath said yet that one Ountthat Iron; (hot for example to eight Degrees) eamuickly and
efficaciously make hot, one Hundred Ounces of Witeagh but cold to six Degrees as it will do temoes of
Water, and contrary that ten ounces of the saiceW&tn do as strongly resist an hundered ouncie &laid hot
Iron as a hundered or a Thousand ounces of watgidvam.

Farewell.

Brussels. 16th July, 1646.

Epistle 27.

Having thus explained the Essence of the LapioB&ighorum it follows that we briefly consider isuses. For
though it seems that by the said Definition thenf®might easily be adjusted, yet for all that,thetre remains
greater obscurity about them than perhaps is thotigierefore needs to be explained and cleared.b&Etause that
any Work presupposes a Workman, it is fit to bewgith the efficient Cause.

This then is twofold viz: The Principal and the mtaring Cause. The Principal is Nature itself hwiit which
nothing can be produced, so as to have naturaliG@ménd Faculties. For artificial inactives prolyeare not
Productions of natural Order.

The ministering Cause is Art Which cannot justlysiaéd to produce, but only to help Nature in hisdeiction of
natural Things above the Terms of its ordinary Poageis said before. But how Art doth effect thisiyshall learn
by the next Epistle.

Farewell.

Brussels, 21 July, 1646.

Epistle 28.

Next in order is Cause final. For every Agent Alcissome End or other. But since nothing can actéotain End
or Purpose, except that End or Scope be Knowretéd\gent it belongs to us first to treat of that &0

The same then is twofold, viz: The nearest anddh®te or last, The nearest scope then is thebafore said first
Term of mineral Production namely the Preparatibtihat universal Transutative Agent, or (which lisome) the
multiplication of the Seed of Gold or Silver.

The remote Scope or Finis is the Transmutatiolff itsevhich the last Term of the said Multiplicatias concerned.
Next to the Final is the exemplary Cause. For shxtérath not those Ways and Manners which are grrtp
Nature to prompt natural Production, but such asalien from Nature it is convenient to know therstf before we
lay Hand to the Work.

Natures Manner of Working is indeed the Exempldvgamitated, in pursuance to purchase the saitiptichtion.
It needs therefore to be considered and to be regh@dat is said in the first Chapter; How NatuoghdWork, viz:
by solution and Coagulation. But she doth not dissby action of Fire to wit actual and violent (feereby things
are rather destroyed than loosened, or dissolvetisirility thereby is induced.) but by actiondrcurial Water



and the Impression and strength of Nature Saltt iEita say by means and help of our living Mercwhich by
means of his incorporated Salt doth penetrate #ieeSParts of Bodies, and doth by dissipatingRhgs divide the
Compages or Connection of its physical Parts.

But the same Nature doth also coagulate agairatime ¢iving Mercury by the help of the said See&ulphur of
the Body Gold dissolved, not again by the actioelemmental common Fire and corrosive; but theraenthich
exists in the most inward centers of the Sulphucivis excited to action by external Heats, eitbfethe Sun or
Stars or Five elemental.

Thus much of the final and exemplary Causes.

Farewell.

Brussels, 27th July, 1646.

Epistle 29.

Follows the material Cause.

For as soon as the Artist hath considered the fhflead Exemplar of this intended Work he takes btatt hand
out of which Work is to be made according to hisraplary Model.

Now it is sufficiently verified that Gold or Sivldre the Materia Lapis being they have been justtygmed for a
Genus of it and for the subject which should reedty viz: Lapis form. But if the said Gold or Sitvbe the total
and adequate Matter of the Lapis or only partiel ifinot enough discussed. We do therefore heertaand affirm
that Gold and Silver are not the total and adequomtiter, but only partial because as is said betbeeConfection
of the Lapis is the first Term of mineral Multipditon which consists and ends in the assimilatice @ertain Thing
with the Seed of Gold or Silver.

Therefore some things are to be admitted besidéd @Silver for partial Matter of the Lapis. Biitatt same thing
cannot be anything else than our Silver besidesiowersal Spirit drawn out of our Magnesia. Fa thatter by
which the Seed of Gold or Silver is multiplied a&dld or Silver Generated, must need be homogerneo@sid
and Silver. For out of heterogeneous Things a h@megus Being cannot be brought forth. And such ieisold
multiplied. For from a Man and a Dog comes fortithes Man nor Dog, or a Plant or Stone from a Péamt Stone.
And if you do object that we ourselves have somee/kése allowed a particular homogeneous Transfiloma
namely that of the Food of any living Thing or Ardhwhen it is converted into the substance of agrodlifferent
animal or vegetable; which something may happévinerals.

We answer, that such a Transmutation be not prppeBeneration or Multiplication, because it is affected by
Virtue and Action of the Seed, but by the third Measr by a Completion of Multiplication of a thinggerated
already, as this Completion is explained befor@dpéiis done by the Power of our Form substaistsaivell in
Minerals and vegetables as Animals.

But you may say further insisting and urging thatlwood to come forth from animals of divers sSd.a Mule
comes from a Horse and Ass and so many other THirgswer that such broods degenerate not beitfteacame
Species with Parents and Generants, and theréfer@gecies is not multiplied in this case.

Perhaps you will instance yet further saying; gedrithat the second matter must be homogeneousldooG8ilver
yet it doth not follow that therefore our Mercuryist only be taken for that second Matter, for ttereeother things
which are equally nay more homogeneous than tlieMdarcury and truly nothing is more homogeneouSatd or
Silver than Gold and Silver itself and their Pantdrinciples.

But the Answer and Solution of this objection isyweasy and ready from what in the Discussion gfefias Work
namely that there are two sorts of Homogeneity. dieein Respect of Principles, by which two thidgsagree and
have the same Identity of Nature with the Matterafuvhich the thing immediately is made and hathdical
aptitude to receive also one Time or the otheistimae Form. Thus for example the seed of a Dognwlgeneous
with the Dog himself, because it hath the same éatith that Seed this Dog was made of and hathaladical
Aptness to receive one Time ore the Other, the FdranDog. And this is the Homogeneity which mustif our
second Matter in respect of our first Matter whigl&old or Silver and which is no where else tddwend but in
our Mercury.

The second sort of Homogeneity is in things considdes principiated by which one Thing with anottieth agree
in Respect to the Form and all its natural Condgiol'hus Gold is homogeneous to Gold. And thisart
homogeneity is not required in our second MattahefLapis nay it is rather contrary to the Intentof the Lapis
because that then the Ferment and the Thing feamnkenshould have the same formal Degree and sddshot
formally be distinguished, which here is necesskoy.if the Fermentable Thing should and must aeggpme



form which it had not done before. But you will tasce say: This is true, being taken of Gold oveBitotally in its
integral Substance but not of their seperated pies

But what is true and holds in the whole, doth distl in its Parts viz: in the Principles seperaedvell as in the
principiated Thing destroyed in a manner. Becalises&id Principles cannot be so seperated ashaatould
receive the former simplicity and could fully thra#[off] the Form of the principiated Being. Théee the things
could be simplified again (which we deny) yet thednvieniency would come to all one thing. And d@uld make
nothing against us, for they should likewise reeeind have the same Respect (rationem) of Homdgesfei
Principles, as we do require and exact. Besidesdlileise Principles in what manner so ever sepatizatthey
should be again restored to the same former Indalidt least specifical Body which according tounatis
impossible. For then there should be a Regress frowation to Habit. Neither hath any Man yet sduat the
physical Parts of any thing or substance being seperated could to the same substance be resigaéd and in
the same Number and Species could be reunitedpexcthe sole Man whose Form is not of the Gerfudaterial
Forms.

Farewell.

Brussels, 9th August, 1646.

Epistle 30.

The last is the cause instrumental. For cause frnsafficiently expressed in the very definitiand its
Explication. This instrumental Cause then is likehe efficient Cause twofold also, being that Matas well as Art
have their own Instruments.

Nature's are two:

1. Water which serves for Solution. But this Wasemo elemental Water but it is specifically thensaMercurius
which was assigned for the partial Matter of thpikd&Rebis yet with all this Difference, That wheisiproposed as
a dissolvent it ought to be robbed of all its usity and terrestreity (which do withstand the &fiy of the
volatile Salt in which the Solutive Faculty dotlsige) and that by divers Rectifications: so thatghme Water
freely flowing and passing through the Pores ofd3wl Silver it may mix itself with the Salt or Vit of the same
Gold or Silver and by means of his own joined hoem@pus humidity with Gold or Silver it may be atieseparate
and dissolve them with his homogeneous Parts imaraas Water dissolves Ice.

But when it is taken for the partial Matter of Lapihen it needs not so many Rectifications, foriR#éte second
Instrument of Nature is a twofold Sort of Fire. Tet sort is the central Fire or the [primigeridaéat moving the
Powers of the Ferments and everywhere digestingaagulating the Mercury which central Fire advandenself
to four degrees of Heat according as his activdiQuavercomes the other Qualities of the MattendAhese Four
degrees are demonstrated by as many Principle rsoh@mely Black, Green, White, Red. The seconddfdtire is
the actual external Fire which doth excite the ferfire central, and as to preparatory operatiugjires divers
Degrees, but as to the main Work and Regimen of@ation but only one continual degree; so thatctWhs said
by some Authors concerning the four Degrees of iRitee Works of the Lapis and its ordering shalil anust be
understood of the central Fire.[Note in the Margiar the preparation several degrees of fire, mutdagulation
but one continual degree.]

These Instruments are called natural, becauserthgofh not properly use, but only disposes thenNature's use
and Works.

We will treat therefore next of the artificial Instents.

Farewell.

Brussels, 20th August, 1646.

Letters 31-40 of Sendivogius

Letters 1-10 Letters 11 - 20 Letters 21-3Q Letters 41-55

Epistle 31.



Arts instruments are several Vessels and a smatiaiée with other Appertenances and are also ob#otavOrder.
Of the first are, such as do serve for the prepoyaDperations and they are of two classes again.
Of the first class are which belong to the Prepamnatf the dissolvent and they are again of thoréss

1. A body or Bocia wherein our Magnesia is to be distilled, to draw out of her the living
Mercury.

2. A receiver to the Bocia, and these serve also for Rectification.

Of the second sort is a small Furnace for distilling in ashes, or in fine sand.

Of the third are which help the distillation of the matter, such as are Cotton @t&mnan
(pumex) which check the rising of our Magnesia caused by its Flatulency.

The Instruments of the second class are such asaessary for the preparation and Trituration olfd@&nd Silver.
And they are also of three sorts.

1. Vessels as Crucible, long necked Bodies, Bolt heads, cleansing Sachets.

2. A calcining Furnace one with an open Fire.

3. Such as serve for calcining and Trituration of Gold and Silver by fire potential,such a
are the corrosive waters where Mercury or Antimony. For it is all onehndfithese

Things in this case the Artis makes use of provided a perfect Powder be made of Gold or
Silver and that the Calces by divers washing and Reverberations aftebearely well

purged and cleaned from the saltish Impressions which Calcination and [Exkoration], is
altogether most necessary. For otherwise our living Mercury cannot unloekisbes of

the Salt, or of Vitriol the Seed of Gold and Silver.

[Note in the Margin: Mind, looks like the rectifiafater and calks of Gold.]
Farewell.

Brussels, 8th August, 1646.

Epistle 32.

The Instruments of the second principle order lansé which do perfect the conception or coagulatfcdhe Lapis
Philosophorum. They are of threefold condition®als

1. A glass made into the shape of an Egg in whath bubstances or Matter of the Lapis is to bevjautthe living
Mercury and the Vitriol of Gold and Silver in thelue Proportion as shall be described hereaftezrenhis to be
observed that the third Part only of the Egg ibddilled and then the mouth be very well hermédijcsealed if you
please stopped. [Notes in the Margin: "Third fullyo" and "Both only two things."]

Of the second condition are an earthen vessel iohithe philosophical Egg is to be buried, layimgaat it fine
ashes about the Breadth of a Thumb and a threérfedtich the vessel may hang. [A tripod-like drawi
containing the glass mentioned above is sketch#teiteft-hand margin.]

Of the third condition are, the Furnace or Athanath all its Appurtenances. For it is all alike attkind of Furnace
you do provide so you can but give a very modecatginual and equal heat about the Egg.

Farewell.

Brussels, 13th August, 1646.

Epistle 33.

Having explained the Causes and the Applicatioth@f the manner of working succeeds which contaios
Parts.

1. Is the number of Operations and the Explanation.

2. The Praxis.

Now with all of these Operations could orderly lo#lerted out of our two last Epistles, yet becasmme things



might be thought to have been omitted about cirtantes we shall minutely discuss them. Two act{esss said
before in the exemplary Cause) are principle, soiudnd coagulation. But these admit many oth@rining
middle actions viz: some preparatory Ones whictsatmrdinate (or in order to obtain the principfes) as means
to gain proposed End, Finish, or Scope.

And they are of twofold categories or Ranks. Offthet and which are prescribed in order to malegblution are
of threefold condition.

1. Is the preparation of the Dissolvent, that is, the Distillation of our Magrnesia a
rectification of what is distilled. [Note in the Margin: Mind this.] We do onljkena

Mention of Distillation and Rectification decause that pernicious Capricepr&ting,

the Principles of Things principiated which some false Chymists do command, is
altogether useless. | mean the separation of the Sulphur from the Mercury on purpose t
reunite them afterwards again. For to the Effect or Works of Solution of Gold or Silve

the volitile Salt only as to the Mercurial Part is necessary. But if tled f8alt and the

Sulphur of the same Magnesia do withstand the solution, the Sulphur because of its
unctuosity and the salt because of its fixity, so far as it, that they can be ¢fetethat

as is said, they rather hinder this work.

2. The Purgation and Calcination of Gold and Silver. The Instruments of which Operation
you have seen above and are necessarily to be used, because that the sutitiliaed G
Silver therewith brought to Powder may so much easier yield to a physloéb8 and

their Vitriol the Seed or Sperma be loosened. [Note in the Margin: "Gold, Mind."]

3. The Application of the Dissolvent to the prepared and to it disposed Gold or Silver and
their ten times repeated [Cortus], so that through eleven Degrees you mayelaune el
grana or Seed of Gold or Silver. [Note in the Margin: Attend to this.]

Of the second Catagoria are such as dispose aad afr@oction and coagulation and are of twofolahdition.

1. Those which require the Artist's Hand namely for composition of our philosophical
Egg and that in Proportion ten to one viz: ten Parts of Mercurial liquor (which regresent
the White of an Egg) to one Part of Gold if your work be intended for Gold, or four parts
of Mercury to one part of the Seed of Silver either which Seed takes place sentpre
the Yellow of the Egg, which proportion you ought always to keep for therein consists
Nature's Weight, Number and Measure. Then this Egg requires to be put into the Furnace
and then according for the Coction the ordering of the actual Fire is requiredirjNlode
Margin: Mind this.]
2. Those which of themselves naturally or by Force of Nature happen in the Egg so
disposed without the Hand of the Artist and are physical corruption, mixtion,
Contriturations (contritio) sublimation, Inceration, Imbibition, and many sutsh ac
described by authors, which being understood and worse interpreted by young Beginne
referring them artificial Industry and Operations hath brought them intoyaih#bof
inextricable Errors

The last of such Nature's Work is Fixation, whistihie Lapis's Perfection and is done in Ten Moatthkereabouts.

It follows that we speak of Multiplication.
Farewell.

Brussels, 20th August, 1646.
[On the bottom of pages 66 and 67 of the originalthe following notes appear:

Page 66: "Look at 72 tho on the same quite diffete@this leaf. 10 of our Rectifur Water to 1 oepared Gold."
Page 67: "Philadelpha say until you can distingbistween preparatory Labors and those in the Eggnib



always remain in Error. This is really the truth."]

Epistle 34.

[Note in upper margin above Epistle 34 reads: Mlittation of the first powder.]

Having made an End with the Composition of the Eaffiere remains its Multiplication in infinitum veh is
effected by the same way and with the same opesatite Lapis was made; only that instead of diggb{sold or
Silver, you lay in only so much of the Lapis as Yaid in before of the said Gold or Silver for tirst Confection
of the Lapis. But as to the Mercurius no othepibé¢ used and to be put to it than which | haveemadntion of
before. But its Quantity in the multiplication dfet Lapis is managed two ways and proportionatedtdi the
margin reads: So much of the other powder, fixegiart and 10 parts of Water.]

For first you may take only ten parts of Mercurio®ne Part of the perfected Lapis and then thekoended, ten
times sooner than in the first Confection of theiksaviz: in 30 or 40 days. And if this Lapis be enoore
multiplied, then with the same Proportion of Ingesds the work is ended, ten times sooner thamag v the first
Multiplication, viz: in 3 or 4 days, and hereby ymay understand what is said of the work, to beewf three
days. [Note in the margin reads: Mind 3 days wohaty But secondly the same Quantity of Mercurgus i
augmented tenfold also, namely that you take imibh&ing of the Lapis or in the first Multiplicaticnly ten parts
of Mercury. But in the second Multiplication of shkind that you take an hundred parts of Mercuny, ifyou do
repeat it the third time that you take a thousaaudspand so forwards but though then the perfedfdhe work will
require so long a Time as did the first makinghef Lapis.

However multiply it which way you will you do alwayaugment the Lapis in tenfold Proportion, not argyto its
Bulk, but also as to his Virtue and Efficacy, satthfter the first Multiplication each Part of thapis which only
increased ten Times more in every Part of the $é#uk first Gold or Silver is now increased Tands in every
Part of the single Lapis made and a hundered Timegery Part of the said seed of Gold or Silvart &fter the
second Multiplication it surpasses these of thel@ethousand, but those of the Lapis a hundereédand so it
goes forward.

The Reason of all this is because that when Nator&s in One and the same subject for a substdPtaduction
adds always ten Degrees of Perfection to the fanggéffect or Product, being that she producesve digerse
species, if she goes about only to meliorate theesahich we could prove by many natural instances a
Examples. But that we know that you yourself byrgelf can attain to its knowledge by your own Spetoon. It
remains that we speak of the use of the Lapis.

Farewell.

Brussels, 26th August, 1646.

Epistle 35.

The use of the Lapis is this, that he must be dizgeal i.e. must be lessened in his Power of Vintille many
Imbibitions of the foresaid, or with Mercury vulgaitl he hath acquired a just Temperament and &tam of
Strength fitted for a Medicine either for animatduetals chiefly if the Lapis be multiplied. Otheés& since he hath
an overpowering Heat and Dryness, he would destyatural Heat of the animal and dry up the &ldic
Moistness of anything, instead that he should gixecour to a diseased Animal. And as to inferiota\ée it would
convert them into Powder, like unto himself andian irresoluble Form instead of transmuting theto most
perfect Gold or Silver.

Farewell.

Brussels, 1st September, 1646.

Epistle 36.

Now follows the Practice. [Note in the margin redésactice, mind this much.]
Take therefore of our choisest Magnesia of a whifislour and a tart Taste (subacidule) [g.u.] Thitowto a glass
Bocia of sufficient largeness, so that only thediRart be filled. Then lay upon the Materia so mGotton and



place little sticks athwart the glass amongstat the whole Materia therewith be covered, or wiigchetter make
bullets out of the whole Matter and wrap them irtt@o, Throw them into the Bocia and having adjudted, as is
usuual a reciever very large and very well adjystéstill it in fine sand and gentle Fire. Firsegsa most limpid or
clear Spirit. Secondly a blackish Oil. And whenhingy more distilled leave off and let all cool ligelf.

Then Secondly take the Liquor distilled and recitifin clear new vessels three or four times thathlackish Oil
may be separated. And if you see that with thergified Spirit should ascend a yellow or red én filter the
spirits that the oil may remain in the filter.

Third. Divide your rectified Spirit in two equal Re. One Part you shall keep for the confection @mdposition of
the Egg. The other Part you shall again rectifiosg till no Feces at all remain more and the Ligisdoecome very
sharp (acerrimus) like the sharpest Spirit of Wima common Oil of Vitriol.

This is the Preparation of Mercury.[Note in the giareads: Preparation of Gold.]

Forthly. Take the purified Gold or Silver [Z1] anthalgamate it with Mercury vulgar washed and pedifiZ viii]
then mix the amalgam with common Sulphur [Z ivjaore if you please in a Mortar then let this mirtbiurn and
deflagrate in a crucible in an open Fire of Chalgas that there remain a pure Calx which washyesten with
common distilled Water and afterwards reververat® iHours.

This is the Preparation of Gold if you have a bretise that; For herein doth not consist the Mystéour Art. But
the Preparation of Silver is no other than a com@altination and afterwards Purgation of the Calgadibed and
taught by many authors everywhere, so that it éxlless to teach here.

Fifthly. Put your Calx in a long necked Phial araipupon it your sour or burning Mercury [g.s.] MEour or Five
fingers height and put your Phial closed or stmtaith an Arthenorium in Ashes for to circulate tye four hours
in continual heat of the first degree, which Tingéng past, distill two parts of the Liqour and ety cohobate it
again, i.e. throw it back again upon the remainimgl Part and repeat this operation eleven tirmestawards the
end separate the Dissolutions by inclination frbm €alx which remain and could not be dissolved Afterwards
separate also by Distillation the disolvent Ligénam the dissolved Metal to the consistancy of isldénd
[triadish] Honey if it hath been Gold and bluei§it hath been Silver. [Notes in the margin readnéloperation of
Gold. Gold coupile 11 times the Chalby Conceiveic®@Gold of Philosophers.]

This is now the Quick Gold or Quick Silver of Ptiphers and the Seed of Gold, Silver.

But the signs that you have well proceeded in yarations are these. If the Ligour in the firstelation gets a
Gold yellow Colour and in the following circulatism Redness by Degrees doth succeed. Then if Hudéles
Tail, or the Rainbow doth appear upon the Supedioif the Ligour; But the argument or sign of d@aaldSolution,
is, when it cannot return again into a metallic f3deor this is the Propriety of Vitriol which is gacted out of
Metals and such is our dissolved Gold or SilvertfNon the bottom margin of the page reads: Thisdifrom 66
there 10 hour, 2 of living Mercury and the preparatf Gold quite different.]

Sixthly. Take of the said Gold or Silver one paftthe living Mercury which you had reserved twatpaif you
design for Gold, or four parts if you design folvBi. Both put apart in its Glass Egg providedttsat two Parts of
it remain empty, and sigil the Mouth hermeticially.

This is the Confection of the Philosophical Egg.

Seventhly, and lastly have an earthen Vessel readylittle Pot, fill it with Ashes, bury the Eggit, so that the
Ashes surmount the Matter the Breadth of a finger lzang this earthen Vessel in a three Footmadedd]ron
purpose for it, and so let it stand and hang imtigst of any little Furnace, of what convenienjufe so ever, be it
an Athanor with the [same] or another Furnace wligetecan give a very gentle equal Heat and which ma
encompass the Matter to the very End of the Wolkchvis the perfect fixation ending in an obscueslRess, after
that the three other principle Colours have inrtbeiler appeared, these interveneing Changes airddihcoloured
Mutations if the Lapis be for Silver.

But what that gentle Degree of Heat must be sofgeE&nce will teach you because it cannot be daesdriAnd he
that hath made it once, may notwithstanding thefialin

Yet the Signs of its due Degree are the appealfitigpge four said Colours, at every three Months aemd of those
intervening colours, at the end of every Quadragasir 42 days or there about, till to the darkigtlfess which is
the Term of perpetual fixation. Of the Practicevafltiplication | need add Nothing. For you can gatthat from
what hath been said already, neither hath sheeas#iwWmethod from the Practice of the Lapis.

But we will add some things as to the use of ttectre and that in the following Epistle.

Farewell.

Brussels, 7th September, [year not included, prabiy1646.]




Epistle 37.

The use of the Practice of this.

1. As to Medicine to Animals. Dissolve 1 grain bétsingle Lapis in 100 grain of that Mercury wheitewhe Lapis
is made or in any other Ligour or specific vehildethe present condition of the disease and thrapeeament of
the patient giving a due Portion of such ligourgwthe one grain of Lapis dissolved.

But if the lapis hath been once multiplied then gren of it must be dissolved in a thousand grainsuch
convenient Liqour, if twice multiplied in ten tharsd Grains of Liqour and so forwards.

2. As to the transmutation of the Metals. Take Bag of the single Lapis and two Parts of the said not of
common Mercury or the once multiplied Lapis ong pand ten Parts of the same Mercury, or lastlypar of
twice multiplied Lapis and a thousand parts ofgaiel Mercury and set them to dry, first in a geRite, then
stronger and stronger till it gets the consistasfce stone. And such Imbibitions and [Desiecationpkat till one
Part of the Lapis converts ten Parts of Mercury wam, twenty of Lead, 30 of Tin, 50 of Copper, aastly 100 of
Silver into perfect Gold. But half of the Part beteabouts of the said proportion of those metaleeiLapis before
Silver.

But if you should want a sufficient Quantity of tfegsaid Mercury then you can degrade the Lapik Wiercury
vulgar also in a manner following.

Project one Part of this single or multiplied Lapfon ten Parts of Mercury vulgar heated and yaill slave a
powder of the same Nature with the Lapis, but sde¥irtue and Effiacy. All this Powder project agapon two
Parts of the same Mercury vulgar and if then therd&w grows moisted dry it by the Fire and it wéhnain a
Powder, which lastly you can advance, project uperforesaid Metals keeping the same proportion.

This is now the Universal and most exact TheoryRrattice of the Lapis.

It remains that we make an access to the parti€iHaysopoeia.

Farewell.

Brussels, 10th September, 1646.

Epistle 38.

The particular Chrysopoeia tends, and aims (amlltszfore) at a particular conversion of every Matgperfect into
perfect Gold or Silver and that either in the whoienly in part. According to which Division, thidember shall
be divided again into two Sections.

The first shall be of Transmutation of imperfectti&le as to their whole Quantity or Bulk.

The second as to some Part of it.

The Transmutation of the whole Quantity is twofold.

1. Itis effected by a Proportion of the Particalfaansmutative agent of much greater InequalitiRéspect of the
Metal which is to be Transmuted, so the one Pattt@fAgent is able to convert many Parts of imperidetals into
Gold or Silver according to its Ferment viz: SilerGold if you have for the ferment Gold and Goldilver, if
you administer for a coagulum Silver. For in thigriwthe specific Ferment must be applied just as# in the
confection of the Lapis and in the same manner hathe Gold or Silver dissolved in our Mercury. Bhe
Difference is in the fermentable subject. Fornmhia tonfection of the Lapis our Mercury is taken ardd as the
thing fermentable, Because of Intention is not ekenimmediately Metal, But only the Seeds of MetBl# there
the Matter which is to be fermented, is some Meta¢rewith the Confection of a Metal is intended iethately.
But as to the Metal it matters not of what Kindaken for the thing fermentable, if it doth but dyetize with the
Ferment, in the principal Qualities, though the dRenwill vary, because that all their connectiod parfection is
not equal, neither is the Virtue of its FermentaqWiherefore according to the Nature of the fernaaw the thing
fermental, diversity of doses will be required, thke of which | have not observed. For possesgiegter Things |
have such Trifles neglected.

But the manner of Preparation of the fermentabléaMmnsists in its Reduction into Vitriol, as tleement is
himself and like unto the agent namely our Meraumpurpose that like the dissolved Agent doth more
efficaciously and sooner operate than if it wasdissolved so might the dissolved Patient bettdressier receive
the actions of the Agent. [Note in the margin re&isod Observation.]

The regimen here of the Fire is not of the contifkegree, but of divers according as the coloursltange For no
Conflagration or precipitated sudden [Exsiccatiofifhe thing fermentable is here to be feared am# in the
Confection of the Lapis.



2. The Transmutation of the whole happens througpdttion of greater Inequality of the TransmutatAgent,
with the imperfect Metal so that one Part of theeAiy can transmute but an equal Weight, or Patteoimperfect
Metal, which Transmutation is rather effected upommon, or some other metallick Mercury than upaitus
Metals. Neither needs this Transmutation, any digsgp Operations of the thing fermentable as thenfer did, but
the Solution and Preparation of the Ferment héneys is necessary, for reason, that the activifyarm
substantial, being otherwise hindered and now fodets Fetters and Obstacles may act with the ridfieacy. If
you do not do this seldom or never shall happendaytransformation.

But concerning the Transmutation as only to soméd?ahe Metal. This properly is not Transformatioecause it
transmutes nothing substantially and he is twofdlk first is done by Extraction of perfect Metat of the bowels
of an imperfect Metal, namely Gold out of Silvegn, and Copper, but Silver out of Lead and Tirr. iRdhe first
three Metals, there is a great Deal of good Goltepty by Nature, elaborated and true and goaalliits
conditions and in the last there lies much Sil¥er. in the Mines of any Metal, there are many Fertsialso of
other Metals as the Seed of Gold in Silver, Irod @opper Mines, and which Seeds when they meetietbey
do determine him into Gold or Silver, accordingheir Nature. But because in the same Mine, treeeegreater
guantity of the ferment of imperfect metals ahielinig confused with the ferment of perfect Metalkjolr Nature
could not Separate except Art had intervened tbezdf happened that thus the perfect Metal rendatoafined to
the Substance of imperfect Metal. But the way twaext such perfect Metal, | have not for the prés¢mand
though | have experimented it more than once.

One chief thing in this Business is to be takenidéobf, namely that this Operation is to be dongrbgetensing]
agents as are Tartar, Quick Lime, Sal Amoniac aiet she like biting Salts for what corrodes theatité Parts of
the repercussing or repelling Agents, do depredsaap down the fix resisting Parts, so that bystgarating
Waters, or the Test, the fix Parts being unitechdanore yeild, which before being dispersed in nioose
Quantities were forced to yield to be carried alaiitdp other volatile Parts, so that there is aitgah this Business,
but little Profit when you come to complete and paine the Expences with that little quantity of gdiedMetal
which you have extracted.

Moreover is to be noted, that the perfect Metattextracted, comes forth of itself in its naturalbcr and splendor;
Gold colour if it be Gold; Silver Colour if it beilger, because that the Tinctures of Metals ara fit and therefore
unchangeable Condition or (which is all one) beeahe colours are inseperable Properties to thenesof fixed
Metals.

But the second particular and improper Transmutatieeffected by Condensation, or (as they cabytfixation of
Metals. And this in Reality and Truth, is but a kigtick Mutation or Change, though some Metals fimepared do
nevertheless sustain several Probations and Examina

To this there are two ways.

The first is by Abstraction which is made with sometallick excrements or rather Recrements and ddimeral
Salts by way of Cementation.

And it is not to be valued what is objected comrmgpniz: that the spirits of volatile Metals canmgive a fixed
form, which they have not. For such metallic Mattdo first send forth and insinuate their spiiit€) the Pores of
the Metal which is to be condensed and fixed bynmaed their salts, and that with the first degree€ementation
Fire where at least by means of sthe same saliqggvProperty is to be vitrified and to disposeitidfication) the
calcinated Metals (and such are the said Metalaréteents) by the action of external Fire, arefigiliand that at
the end of the Cementation, from whence those ceddetals, become fixeable, and not so metallfdcivis an
undoubted sign of vitrification or mixture of Gla$s which state, it is of no wonder at all, if fupemented Metals
do sustain corrosive waters.

The second way is Exsiccation, which again is jiradtin two ways.

The first by amalgamating the Metals which areg¢acbndensed or exsiccated with Mercury or Antimamg then
by burning of the amalgam.

Here the Humidity of any Metal is mixed with thenhidity of Antimony or Mercury, and both fly away ason as
they feel the burning Fire.

The Second is Corrosion with Salts corrosive antblef a dry Constitution being mixed with suchras is and
any other dry minerals. But Metals thus condensednsonly do want a just Tincture, for Reason abdhezlig'd.
For bring that a metalic fix Tincture, is an essdrCondition of a fixed Metal, certainly it cannoé found in a
Metal not really, truly and Naturally fix. Howevedo not deny, but that by Art, there can be giesome manner,
a fix Tincture especially as to Gold provided yald do your Work true upright Gold. | mean to thetatealready
condensed and then when they are, in the meltimitgditogether, that you have put to it again aggeiantity of
[subifying] Metals, and thus be corroded again.

For in this Mixture, (as it is said before) thenat is real is joined to true Gold. And thereftve Tincture is



augmented, namely by addition of Parts tinging. Eeev such Tincture is weak always. But for Whikere cannot
be so given a fix Tincture.
Farewell.

Brussels, 17th September, 1646.

Epistle 39.

Our last Epistle hath thoroughly sifted all thirtat belong to particular Chrysopoeia or the ArGalld making
short and plain. There wants only (wherewith | kbahclude the whole Tractation of metals) the wajry the
metallic works, its order and Examination of wrsagood or bad.

Be it known then; Two Metals to be the only perféaid and Silver yet to have obtained a Degreeadtion.

And the Conditions of either Perfection are thi@eljdity Weight and Tincture.

The signs then and Examination of the Reality esthconditions is twofold; common or private theit
Common Examinations to both Gold as well as Siarerthe Eye, Ignition, Candefaction, Extension;Nleedle, or
Knife, Fusion and the Cement.

The Eye doth judge the Title of the Tincture by Treichstone, The Ignition if she makes a black spoin the
metal tried, such as covers the whole [Superficiegfgues a false Mixture.

The Extension, if it cannot be made readily, dh& metal while it is worked and extended, craitkargues a
mixture of heterogeneous things, Salts or friabktdls as Tin. The Needle, or Penknife, if it filkde Metal to hard
and that it will not easily yield to the Iron itqares also a Mixture of other Minerals.

The Fusion or Melting if it be very easily doneaigues a great Quantity of admixed imperfect Metabr thus
Ferrumen is made. If the Metal be harder to be &dethan ordinary it argues a great gathering oifieitt Minerals
in the Metal. If this Tincture and Substance thgrisessened it argues a sophistical Work.

The Test if it lessens the Tincture, or Substamadthe same sign of altered or adulterated Metal.

The private signss concern Gold or Silver apart.

The Trials of Gold are Regal Cementation; sepandipcorrosive waters; the trial with Antimony st in Lapis
Armenius, and the Reduction to a body after Sotutio

By the regal Cementation true Gold is known, iffredable Loss after several repeated Cementatisfisuind.
Through Separation and Inquartation, defective @lchown, if a part which should be fixed, Goldlwlissolve
with Silver, or though it be not dissolved if sothéngs is separated in manner of Gold and someshifi Grey
colour also lies above the Gold, or lastly if thieoke Part, not dissolved is grey and not of blaakar, neither
receives by [nealing] the Yellowness again, sucis asie to Gold, and if the Calces being reductalarbody shall
sustain the corrosive Water, upon a Touchstone.

Lapis Armenius Purgation evidences faulty Goldfiér its evaporation the Gold doth lose of its Sahce and
Colour.

Solution, of the Gold is very hard to be dissolvaal it is to be advised that Aqua Regis whichalies Silver and
not Gold, as soon as it is made regal, should Wisgsold and not Silver. Hence if the Solution prewifficult in
Aqua Regis it is argument of unchanged Silver,itrified Bodies to be mixed with it.

Lastly, if the dissolvin waters being loaded witle tdissolved Calces, and yet do not turn yellovs, thalum Omen,
an Il omen; and if the Calces cannot be reducadarbody, or the greatest part of them doth vitiifis a sign of a
mixture of heterogeneous Minerals and Salts, mareifthe Tincture thereby is diminished.

The private or particular Trials and ExaminatiohSitver besides the Test are following these.

The solution of the Calces; separation from come$Vater by copper Plates, and lastly their Reduadtito a body.
If the dissolving Waters loaden with the Calcesiehao blue, [coruleous] Colour, or if the Silvertbe quick
dissolved it is faulty.

In the separation of the Calces from the dissolviagers by copper plates, if the Calces do nok stiche plates the
Silver is Sophisticated; for true Silver doth nottéiat.

These said Trials, solution of the Calces, Separatnd Reduction into a body are the surest befibeghers of
Gold as well as Silver. And yet they are ignoramiglected of Tryers and Examinators, not makingpashould
true use of.

The order to be held in the Trial follows and ietifold.

Right, Retrograde, and Oblique.

The Right Order follows successive the [phasesyaliescribed, in the Trials, as well as commoneandvocal as
private and universal.



All which is that the Metal doth legitimately sustathere is no doubt, but it hath its physical Reaiz: That it is
all its natural always approved conditions commételaBut if the contrary, that it faulters in onetbe other Trial,
then know that such comes to pass, either in thedhd second trials, or in the last univocal Ones

In the first and middle ones, viz: common and eqaal, it argues altogether the work be sophistétated by no
means to be approved; But if the fault be but folpdhe last Trials, it is a sign of some Fixatiand the work is fit
for mechanical things. Yet this Reason is not 3y eertain neither, it be then that the Metal haustained, that
same Trial and in the same Order 3 or 4 times amdrover again.

For as | have said, the vitrified Bodies mixed vilte Metal can defend themselves against theTinses Trial
which if it be repeated, it makes those substaandsvitrified Bodies to vanish away, so that theathe substance
comes to its natural State again; But if the Mdtah not return to it again, then that Fixatiorisasaid, is good and
sufficient for Workmanship, though it be not a tared natural Fixation and Perfection and therefarenot be
useful for medicinal Affairs and other natural gawdper Offices required from essential Gold or &ilv

The retrograde Order, which is shorter, begins ftoenlast universal Trial, viz: from the solutiamllection of the
Calces and their Reduction into a body, which #uitceeds legitimately, then there needs no futttar For these
Trials alone legitimate a Reality, manifesting &ssential Properties of the Metal. But if it dott succeed, go on
in the retrograde Trials, of which if but one dédii it is an ill Omen. But if all do answer accang to your wish it
is an argument of sufficient Fixation, as it isdstr [fabrile] Works especially if after such regrade Trials, the
right Order also hath been followed, and that leth succeeded.

The oblique Order, begins with the middle Trialsl #rgoes on either straight forwards, to the Vasf Trial, or in
retrograde Order from the last to the first. Ieafall such Trials, there be a happy comming @utyeéll; but if after
the retrograde Way the Trial succeeds indiffereritig Probation is uncertain. For many sophisti¢atks do
sustain all probations and trials made, in conteamy preposterous Order, which will not suffer fiigat Order and
Trials made according to the natural Series.

Farewell.

Brussels, 22nd September, 1646.

Epistle 40.

For these forsaid Probations and Trials we haveghofit to add some caution for Fear you should dmme or
other be deceived and by ovserving perhaps in titarnial Trial a diminution of the Substance oflGdo
condemn that as not good. For in the said Antimdnial (as it is commonly made) the best and theept Gold
may suffer a Detriment, not that it flies with tAatimonial Mercury but because it doth mix it sigfthe Trial,
which the Recrements, in which there remains aldPmation of Gold and that through the too accuratkistry of
the Examinator and not without great Labour andrimeas of the Body. For this comes to pass accgridirthe
common Way, when by great violent labour, and lagtgation of great bellows, the whole quantity ridlt
substance is dissipated and thus the Gold whitthbe purified, is by this Operation driven intoelis crucibles
and also lose by the way.

But do so, mix with the fitted Antimonial Powdehngteigth Part of the crude Tartar and then go gour Way and
you shall lose nothing or vey little of your Goldcayour Labour will be so much less. For the Tatttaows down
the whole quantity of Gold to the Bottom of theaihle so that nothing can remain in it but the Amdhial Feces.
And now what besides this | have said might belwniipe Methods of Trials, viz: in what manner tlzeg
performed, such Things you shall find in common Bxavhich herein do give you good Directions, latriything
sould be wanting you must converse with expert it For such things are better learned by expantad Habits
than by Precepts.

Neither doth Philosophy's shortness concern hengeifsuch little Artifices, or unusual Commercegaged in
greater Business should allow it. And herewithngshed the accurate and true compendious Dootxfitiee
Whole-hermetical Dosciente, | promised you by meahsreof you can when you please lay hand youosethe
Wolrk.

And if by Chance in the Work itself, though done@dling to the Rule given above, in the Practit¢hatgs
should not presently succeed according to your WighSenses, do not leave therefore your Workgdiber have a
Recourse to our theoretical Epistles, in which &eehexplained both creations, and endeavor by et is
explained there and orderly described to explaim tivhat in the Practice seems to you intricateahsture,
remembering that Proposition which there we haiedawn for an undoubted Axiom, viz: that Art iniéa Nature
and yet perfects the same, and that as many Adtsthe One as the Other few excepted such as wethare



noticed and rehearsed. And again those acts, itganot distinguish, read over and over again &g Vext of
mosaical Exposition of the Creation of the infeNdorld, namely the Fabrick attentively considereagrh Day's
Operation of the primordial Week. For with the niembOrder and Manner also, is admirably well thdwgftall our
philosophical operations and practice that by tlotate of the Holy Ghost and himself in a s trueiplar given to
all true Philosophers, nothing therein being left or preposterously or confusedly written.

This Council | have given you for a Conclusion,yirking all others, which as to this matter can iveig
Farewell.

Brussels, 1st October, 1646.

Letters 41-55 of Sendivogius

Letters 1-10 Letters 11 - 20 Letters 21-3Q Letters 31-40

Epistle 41.

Our intention was, that having given you in thepésties such an easy and clear Method as possibld be given,
of the true Principles, as well as the alchymida¢dry, as its Practice, you might now apply yodrsethe reading
of Authors and do endeavor to explain and to afyr writings and sentiments to these our Primsgieing they
do not at all differ from theirs; except perhapsdame Expressions and Cunnings of communicatirogiof
Hypothesis. But since you are as you say so desyggged, as well in public as private affairs, sinde this study
requires a mind free from all cares, [Note in thergin reads: True.] we will not think much to giyeu according
to your Desire such short and perspicuous Rulesdoferring and confronting the Doctrine of our &fas, with the
best of the best Authors, as with the Sense andimgaf our Nouvum Lumen Chymicum, also and we have
thought fit to [unrecognizable word] advise youoatd some things without which Knowledge there aarire a
natural and Genuine Interpretation of me and asthimugh the some may be right, true and conforen@bihe
Intention of the wise. First then it is to be takéatice of, that all and so many Authors are faiththough they
have written and lived in divers ages, yet theyehall with One and the same Contrivance and Agjfas if
conspired, endeavoured that while they would leéaveosterity the Monuments of Alchymical Truth wiithey
really had found themselves by their work, theyehperformed it in such a Manner that those whichevtieereinto
born and by God destinated to get this sacred Kexbgd, and excited by the Testimony of those Brathreéght
upon those grounds first ask that some knowledwym f&od, with zealous Prayer (For without his spgesiace and
Assistance the same cannot be acquired, neitheg beguired can be exercised, of Men though otlserwitty and
ready, as well in speculation aas Operation) amet ho attain to it. But those which being unworttiyso precious
and not less pernicious Art coming into wicked rgrat which by God were destinated to other Affainigght by
their enigmatical writings and Difficulty of Labote terrified there with and averted from theieimied Purpose.
Therefore the ancient Writers have purposely mamgs left out, and left them to be said by theltoiwers and to
be added. Yet so as not you repeat again what éwd $aid already by their Predecessors.

Besides this they have everywhere invented Falblgsraown many stones in the way, as if by thosgudar
Ways, they had proposed to themselves All, but @mkethe Same Object and End viz: to hide the MigsteAnd
thus they all have used the same general waydeot @ which | now shall reduce to three heads declare
hereafter.

Farewell.

Brussels, 1st October, 1646.

Epistle 42.

The first way is that to cause greater Obscurityeyrhave in several Places in their Writings didid€@@ne thing in
itself, and have not only distributed the same Dhiag in several Parts, but have also thrown iniraey with it
exquisite Appositions, nay (that | may say so) far@ontradictions, so that what One Place dothraffthe other
denies. However they do not altogether supprefadmut the way, to reconcile it and to distindutheir meaning,
yet nevertheless it is all sounded in a vast anfbpnd sea of confusion.



The second way is that in One Place and the samgedhey do make Expression of two or more défferthings
or if they do of them handle seperately in divelecBs and contexts, they do confound them and tibakeone
thing, expressing it with almost the same wordagpearance the same thing signifying and that edpewhen
they come to touch the Preparation of our Mercurglso the Mastery and its Fermentation or specific
Determination, to a Metalline Nature. For thosadsi though they be altogether different, yet thekenthem so
alike the joined Propositions, which seem to haja@reed Sense have altogether for seperated Intetonly
cohering because of the affinity, analogimus, oro@ymia of matter.

The third way is that they study to propose thiimga preposterous order, especially when they dontieat of the
Subject and Disposition of their Operations. Fandk being treated of in right Order, though inodascure style
may at length be found out, by sharp wits, remaminly hid to Fools. Therefore they thought it camgs to their
Design, now to begin in their writings from the Emdw from the Beginning, now to leave off the lasb invert
all.

These things are of us like to the other Authagligiously and with great Industry observed in Bla@uvum Lumen
Chymicum, with its depending Treatises, the Diakgynamely of Sulphur and Mercury, some operaticnbave
contracted under generical Acceptions of TermsF&ar of Interception, which however we have lardelre
explicated in our theoretical Epistles.

Neither is there any Thing left out, or that | shibliave dealt preposterously or deceitfully. Andréfore if you will
fully apprehend, as well our, as the meaning mepafrother authors, according to the Doctrine af Bpistles and
desire to be able to explain rightly the obsure®daand so to avoid [Rocks] and to reconcile copectrines and
lastly to be able to distinguish what is confusédben it becomes you to have deeply infixed iarymind the
most necessary foresaid Distinction, hitherto nseeopenly expressed and perhaps never hereafter so
perspicuously set forth viz: the Distinction betwébe universal and the two partial Lapides, orBEkeltation of
the Philosophical Mercurius or the Magestry, arehtits mineral Fermentation or Specification. Fos Distinction
is the Key to the temple of philosophical wisdond énalso the mystery of our Art. Besides this yaust
remember to infer, confer and refer Places to Blasughjects to subjects and sentences to sentences.
Farewell.

Brussels, 8th December, 1646.

Epistle 43.

After the general advice how to read and understaridors, it will be usefull to come to a particuiplanation
and conciliation not of all and every single Plaoel Expositions about the last Part of Chrysopsiaich chiefly
you do not consult us) but only of the chiefestBtato which all other Places and seeming contiadi&can be
referred, as well in our as in other Authors wgsrhere and there occurring.

All seeming Contradictions then in all Authors aiso in our Writings do concern either the thinigmiied by
certain words or Terms, or the Term itself signifythe Thing. Those which concern the Thing careffered in
general to two Heads namely, to the Matter, arntiéananner of handling the Operation.

The first Head is to be divided again into two Aleés suitable to the two last Doubts where it waesstjoned
[Quotaxtes] the Matter of the Lapis be and whatishe

What concerns the first Article where it is askéthe Matter of the Lapis be of various sort, thare some that
obstinately do hold and affirm and that under aligakion of a sacred Oath that there is but oneng lfior the Lapis
or if there be more than one, that they are ougbetconsidered as a mixtum and in ye constitudgfaamixtum and
those Parts are three viz: Salt, Sulphur, and Mgnawaking up but one physical Totum one thing Bglitin any
mixed Body and not many. The ground of which sergeseems is taken from what somewhere else | wigrgl
other Authors have delivered in our writings vizat one only Thing be sufficient for to make theisa

However there may two Things be used but they teistf one Radix and that [unrecognizable symbal] fo
Brevity's sake which abreviation some think to beew invention above the experience of the anciamtisnot
necessary for the confection of the Lapis.

Others contrary do admit two divers substancespantibl Matters for the Lapis which the Philosoghender the
name of Sulphur-vive and living Mercury and witlvelis other two membered nomenclatures do decyhehan
they call it living Gold, living Silver, Man and W&, Gabricius and Bera, and such like, which Diigrsf Names,
sounds as if there were also comprehended divexkithature's together with a difference of affentipand that it
were distinct Supposita and consequently that thvaeinvolved Plurality of things consisting in twambers. To
which Number modern Philosophers add a third Sabstand name, viz: Salt.



Others lastly are not contended with the numbehaebut will have seven Substances for the Matgziaof seven
Metals. For say they the Lapis is to be an univekgans. But the universal Nature is such that iniade up by all
its subjected species. Add to this that we oursebezm to favour this opinion, when we have inNouvum
Lumen Chymicum expressed some things like to @unDiscourse of the Seven Planets and Harmonyetélgl.
To this Opinion comes near that which to the Lapeaiires three substances or three divers thingtgad of seven
Metals, to which may be added that the Lapis bbefgended with the three Families with the threenflies of the
lower mixture conserve them herein equally beingdrees for their Production, Conservation, andaRatpon
always.[Note in the margin reads: Their species/lddum.]

All which seems could not be if the Lapis were amast not be composed of things of a threefold Paerpud
Nature.

These Things are opposed against the first aditlghich the following Epistles shall elucidate.

Farewell.

Brussels, 4th October, 1646.

Epistle 44.

Both sentences of the precedent Epistles arelitigiou must take them in the proper sense andruedtin
limitation or distinction.

The first is true in Respect of the primordial Rrotion viz: the Fermentation of our living Mercuagd his
conversion into the Seed of primordial Nature biyosxcof Primordial Seed, in Manners, the ways largxposed
which Production may happen not only in the Bovedlthe Earth but also in artifical Vessels. Neitlethere unto
necessarily required anything else besides thed@mepiritus Universalis or our living Mercury.Hbcannot
happen otherwise but that this our mercurius thna@many assertions, descertions, by which heitatad and
moved driven by the Archeus from the lowest touppermost Parts of this Sublunary World and contramt that
by so many as it were Distillations, Rectificatipaad Sublimations the being thus prepared hathtatdhis
magnetical Virtue attracted out of most profoundkilug holes of primordial Seeds, many seeds of Gold Silver,
by means of which he can be assimilated and coesdgiLcan be made mineral and Metallick.

For the Lapis metallicus is nothing else than thdtiplied Seed of Gold or Silver or the Mercury sified and
assimilated into the Seed of Gold or Silver.

But this is in the Earth effected in a very longne€ipartly because of the Debility of the Archewstly because of
the weakness of the fermentative Faculty of prinadr8eeds.

But if we have Respect unto the Production whidorgs to Art and to which is done by Virtue of Rartar Seeds
and with far more Efficacy and Celerity than thenfier, then | say in that Respect this first Opiri®altogether
false, because that the particular Seeds of GoRlileer necessarily must be had from Gold or Silgdgar and are
not to be applied to the said Mercury as we havequ abundantly elsewhere.

Therefore we must for the confection of the Lagima two Things, namely Sperma, or the Vitriol obl@& which
contains the particular Seed of Gold and our Spinitversal which is to be assimilated and conventéal particular
Seed of Gold, or if you please, of Silver, namelyrtake up the Lapis metallicus, or a metallick spetion and
that according to the first Intention and Term dfilNplication elsewhere explained.

However, take notice that these two things notwaihding are but of one Radix and are not to beddakpon as
incomplete Substances which Respect have all n&arés of physical mixture in Respect of their gibgl Whole
one by itself (as those men ridiculously hold artedd, which affirm that all of the Plurality ofitigs here to be
defended, must consist in the Separation of Mercsujphur and Salt from one complete Substance Gaid or
Silver. For this State of Habit (Habitus) signifeesd argues a State of a divided and maimed Badyndit of divers
Things of one Radix, but they are to be taken aspbteat Substances, distinct and not depending pae the other,
yet agreeing according to the homogeneity of Ppiesi therefore explained, which Homogeneity dottude an
identity and unity of offspring or Radix of both I&tances, but not an Unity, or Identity of the Tkan Stipes. And
this Distinction is very well to be noted and olveet. For there is a very vast Difference betweenlthity or
identity of the Radix (as for example the Tree #rafruit of the Tree, which have their own comelBeings,
distinct and altogether different, are said to bthe same Root and offspring that is of the saswell active as
passive seminal and constitutive Principles of3pecies.) And the identity of the whole Trunk dp&s. For the
Bark and Heart of any Tree having their distincingegrom the Tree, but an incomplete one, are gale Parts by
themselves, of one and the same Body.

All which that it may be no longer obscure to yowill more plainly explain, for the sake of theegjed Sentences.



The first Sentence, then can be understood eifttbedirst Lapis, or Magistery or of second, tigtits
Specification. If it be understood of the Magisting sentence is not True.

1. Because that thereunto is required, nothinglais@ur Universal Spirit. For here this Magistsyniothing else
than a due Coition or Coagulation of the sole sarxst of the said universal Spirit according tothiree divers
degrees of his Temperation, viz: Mercurial, Sulpfig, and Saline; In which Saltishness, the Exaltadif the
universal Mercurius and the Perfection of the ntagis terminated by Imitation of natural coctiofitbe same
Mercurius done in the Bowels of the Earth, befar@shspecified through primordial Seeds.

But if the said Sentence be understood of the fipation or the Specific Magistry's Determinatianthe Nature of
Gold or Silver it must be two ways distinguishedr F the Meaning be of that Specification whichdtigh seldom
and in a very long Time) doth happen without angirisical Accession by the Power of the primor@akds, viz:
whereof the said universal spirit, hath in him$elf a very small Quantity which doth constitute his
hermaphroditical Nature so that the very Seeds Pdkee of the masculine Seeds and the substarie 8pirit that
of the feminine: Or if we aim at that same speaiiizn which happens by extrinsical Accession armgltation of
Seeds, either primordial in the Bowels of the Eartparticular in an artificial vessel, then inttlsame sense the
said sentence is False.

For the specifying Seed and the Matter specificatgy really two distinct substances, yea two cotafiet
homogeneous substances by homogeneity of prinicigiBtrinciples and therefore one and the same Raldlich is
all one with true Philosophers.

But perhaps you will argue thus; All mixed Bodigsugh of diverse Species and Nature are accorditigs sort of
Homogeneity of Principles, homogeneous. For acagrth our aforesaid Doctrine all Matters subjedtedny of
those mixed Bodies Form is homogeneous with theeusal Spirit and therefore they are also one ®3hme
Radix: so that any of these bodies can be takeallf@orts of Multiplication to be the proper Mattehich if it doth
hold in things which are of divers Species and Nembertainly it will hold in natural Parts of axtire, as it is a
mixture viz: in Mercury, Sulphur, and Salt, becatls# these have the same natural Principles, thwtiwhole.
And certainly this Objection doth mightily pinchdteave it without it's due Resolve anywhere inbus to be
found directly expressed. Take it then here | yay.

And to answer to this objection decisively it ish® observed that there are three conditions redj@iccording to
the Philosophers before anything can be called lgemaous with another by Homogeneity of Principles.

Of the first condition is that both Substances hemeempete Being so that one towards the other nuidiear the
Relation of being Part of the Whole.

The second is that One of these complete substéedss considered as a Mixture, be more simple tharther
and be but one degree higher in the sense of mixthich we have given in our theoretical Epistles.

The third is that the simpler substance be equmdlifferent to all Forms and be naturally capabid apt to receive
a new and another above his own Form, another Thihigh is of greater Composition.

Further it is to be noticed, that the Word Radixeeivocal and is taken three ways:

1. Properly for a material Principle of all things, not for that chymeriagkhf prima
without any Form as the false schools do hold, but for our universal Spirit not yet
contracted to a certain Species, of any lower mixture and having the Bropaet
complete Substance or if you rather will it is to be taken for principiatediplaacY et
more simple such as gradually ascending you can reckon till you come to thenmpdest s
Elements or to the very primordial chaotic Water.
2. Improperly by the Analog: to the precedent Acceptation for the principlefamy
living Thing which first receives the Nourishment and afterwards doth distribute
Parts, collectively or distributively.
3. Yet more improperly; for the Trunk or Stipes of anything and that in Respect of the
Parts hewn from it or separated, that is, for a total Supposition or any coRpletance
in Respect of its complete substantial Parts.

This being agreed to the answers and solutioneofdtmer Objection will be easy.

For all mixtures of the three Families of each $gebeing compaired amongst themselves, have intieditst

conditions viz: to be complete substances, but trewant all the other.

For they are in the Scale of the mixture, of thmes®egree of the last Genesis. That is, they aigiduals under

each species of One, or other Genus of the thrediEa. And therefore as we have said before, thahgy
amongst themselves, can be transmutted, one iothem by Virtue of Odour of substantial Form, wéth all they



cannot acquire a new Form, superior in degree SBitf Sulphur and Mercurius if (which however wedimy)
they could be separated from any Mixture, they @¢adt be complete substances having always thdi®eks
Parts to the Whole.

The above said mixtures then are not adverse t§leeies of the same Radix, which as they have gshdimem
being they are not homogeneous by homogeneityinfiBle, since the necessary thereunto belongimglitions
are wanting, and so neither are Salt, Sulphur aeccidy homogeneous for the self same Reason, giatte of the
same Trunk, which the Philosophers as yet havennaded.

The second Sentence how far she is true and by®Dibktihction is more than Evident by the Elucidatiof the
foregoing.

Lastly the third Sentence if it be referred to plassive Power of our universal Spirit, viz: to gpdisition to receive
all forms and the very nearest which he hath, thisys, or any of theirs, then this Sentence istrtroe but if the
same be referred to the Effects it is false. Batalgument whereupon the said Sentence is grouimdezspect of
to materials is traded or taken from metaphysicraedtal composition and applied to physical Praduast Neither
is our Meaning that when we speak of the sevenlmatelogically being taken for the seven Planetisfwhom
they have these their cabalistical names, or consfgeaking of Planets and meaning thereby the IMdtwat those
seven Planets or Metals substantially do enteMiter of the Lapis. But only that we would therdwéxpress that
all the Virtues of those Planets and Influencesagreeing and highly exalted in the universal §fdmetimes we
do signify therewith the divers Degrees of the @amterative successfully intervening in the Coctibthe
philosophical Egg (manifesting itself by the Colguand answering in Order the Qualities and Tenmperds as
well of the seven Metals and the seven Planets.

Farewell.

Brussels, 20th October, 1646.

Epistle 45.

The second Article is concerned about the Qualiifahe Matter and is according to the Divisiortlué precedent
Article, divided into two Sections, distributingethivhole Matter of the Lapis into particular Matters

In the first Section is treated of the Doubts mexdthe first Matter, namely active and assimilatiiatter.

In the second is treated of the Oppositions refteto the second Matter, namely the passive Maitawhich is to
be assimilated.

Either of these Sections is subdivided again iwm Particles. Of which the first shall consider Eesence and
Nature of the Matter. The second its propertiesid@ming then the Nature and essence of materizamome do
say that it is common Gold or Silver. | mean simgabel vulgar Gold, as it brought out of the mined aa other
Substance. And truly many a Passage in Philosopticks seem to confirm this position.

Others grant the same to be something else besidesion Gold or Silver, yea it to be of their Natarel only
Virtually so, or having some affinity or analogyttwiheir that is to say whose Nature is partlysame with Gold
and Silver, partly different, such as is AntimoWjtriol, Sulphur common or any other inferior Metalhich is
proved by the authority of many Writers. Otherdlyasiclining to a middle opinion say that not aogical neither
virtual Gold or Silver, be the materia Lapis butetrmineral and genuine Gold or Silver yet underesantificial
Form given by a physical Preparation but not commauchin this Respect it is called living Gold olv8r not
common neither vulgar but under the form of Mercoinsalt or Sulphur drawn out of Gold or Silveramy other
Subject or both the former. And truly neither ofith which hold this Proposition want any plausiblguments to
confirm it, nay as it were decrees of the Wise,ohtthe next Epistle shall declare.

Farewell.

Brussels, 25th Obctober, 1646.

Epistle 46.

The first and the last Sentence are true. For asawve somewhere else proved, that the Fermeniroapateria
Lapis can be nothing else than the Vitriol (whishtie Sperma) of Gold or Silver but the particdaeds of Gold
and Silver are truly and physically Gold and Sijstapugh now considered under some other Form difitial
Preparation not common, yet friendly to their Natun which Preparation Gold and Silver is dissdiwgth the like



natured Dissolvent as in Ice in Water which isitfaure with Ice. In which sense the Gold or Silagr said to be
reduced to their Principles: that is to say todsolved into water and into the same Water fromnebehey had
their Beginning, by means of which Water they beadiggsolved their Vitriol or Sperma is drawn out arashnot
again be brought into a metallick Body till aftaetconfliction of the Lapis by Perfection.

It is therefore true what other sentence maintaind:therefore have no need of any other DistinaiioExposition
of any Decrees of the Author about this Matter. iRdhis said sentence all do proclaim the nakadhTwithout
Veil.

But the second Sentence is absolutely falsebi itnderstood of the prima Materia, namely of taerient
notwithstanding the Authorities which commonly atkedged for it, all which Testimony are to be urstieod of
the second Matter, namely our Universal Spiritpor living Mercurius, which because of his Homoggnef
Principle which it hath with Gold and Silver itn®t unaptly called Gold or Silver being so virtyadind analogally.
And though the Philosophers here do not expresthgir meaning which they have of the second enagtet for
that Reason our Solution cannot be reprehendedubeas | have remarked heretofore such is thecit@umal
artifice of all Philosophers, that they divide aistribute the Truth, in several disjoined and herd there
dispersed Propositions. And truly such Speechésecfinalogical Matter, scarce one doth utter hatttie hath also
somewhere else let fall and or given more expredssaarce obscure Prescriptions and DescriptiotizeoGold
mineral, the first Matter.

Farewell.

Brussels, 1st December, 1646.

Epistle 47.

About the Properties of the first Matter there amongst the Authors, scarce any or but small Digsehand
therefore those whatever they may be can easitgdmnciled by the Doctrine of our precedent Epistle
Therefore we will go presently to the second Mattiout this then there are no small Oppositionssbme will
have that the same be vulgar Mercury. To whichrdesenow adays almost the whole Troop of pretended
Philosophers give their consent being supportegrbigable arguments, and the short sentences apthtiyegms of
the Wise.

Others prove the vulgar not to be it, but a met&line, or of the same substance out of which cantie the prima
Materia of Gold or Silver or which is drawn outafy other metallic substance as Lead, Iron, etc.

Other less scrupulous do affirm that the MercUpiait of anything, be it mineral, vegetable or ahiamal that either
collectively or distributively may with equal Righérve for the second Matter, being that it is Hadd the
Mercurius of the Philosophers be in all placesiarall things. Lastly because the philosophicahEes do describe
the second Matter, that she be vile, known of ah\Mverywhere to be found, of common use to all Etahbefore
the Eyes of all Men; and there are which give tBeiffrage, for Excrements, Filth and Dirt not wathelling for the
most Part.

All these Oppositions we shall reconcile. And tothis | must in this Place reveal a Secret, whiithento above all
Things hath been kept secret by the Philosopherd.that is that the Philosophers have considerddiaacribed
three Things about the second Matter.

1. The second Matter itself viz: That substance which is the true second Matter of the
Lapis and that is our spiritus universalis or our living Mercury.

2. The Substance in which the same spirit lodged; namely that Corpus out of which this
second Matter was drawn, that is to say a certain Sort of true and natunat@art

differing from the elemental Earth essentially but only accidentallyespBct of its great
Subtilization and natural Purification, which is effected by the Archeus. And this
commonly is called magnesia.

3. And lastly, the manner now that this second Matter doth exist in this Earth namely, not
as a substantial Part of the whole, or a Portion of a physical Body byrntséiidh it

exists; but like a thing contained in another Vessel, or in an extraneous Continduet, or li
an accidental Part, by accident joined to make up the whole. That is to say a Corpus made
up only of Parts complete aggregated, or brought together in the compound, each in his



proper Being and only locally in the same whole joined and confused, such is the Water,
wherewith the sponge is filled. It is not certainly a substantial Part of the Spahgs
only and every way confused in the Sponge.

Which nature of the subject of this second Mattet iss Manner of Existency is verified by this: tifand it is
worthy to take notice of) after the separation, @ag@ut Mortum hath a deep black colour, and a consate
Insipidity, and natural Siccity of Earth, and tiat Salts remain in it, which is a sign, it is note a mixture out of
the three Families: For there is no Mixture, bug¢détves leaves in the Caput Mortum Salt after tlldiory
Separation.

The Ignorance or Incogitancy of the Secret hatlsedichimerus and Phantasms in Philosophers Brains
confounding these three things and conceivingttieDescriptions given and referring to all thebee€ do belong
only to one and the same Thing, and on the othethiel Knowledge of this Arcanum its consideratind a
Application are able to clear all, though nevepsegnant or foolish Oppositions and to demonstteeT ruth in its
splendor as will appear in the next.

Farewell.

Brussels, 7th December, 1646.

Epistle 48.

The Arcanum of the precedent Epistle being exptise®ppositions against the second Matter areyeasired.
The first sentence then must be distinguished tagsw

1. By distinguishing the Term, or the word commbat if we speak of the very substance of the seddaitier,
namely that of our universal Spirit, and this wigdaken improperly, signifying vulgar, and thig tecond Matter
to be a vulgar Thing and Not something rare; tihensientence is altogether false.

But if the same word is taken in its proper andiraddtsense, as it signifies a Habit and Relatiomamy Things, and
thus referred to the very substance of the Secoattiekithen this sentence is most true. For our ars or
universal Spirit is common and a common PrinciglelbThings, neither can be given any mixturetof three
Families to which it hath not this Relation to atfidings, as to be to them a necessary Principle.

But if the foresaid Term of common be taken andeusitbod of the Subjcet wherein the Second Mattigds of the
Manner of his Inexistency in the same, let the Wmedaken properly or improperly without controwetisat
Proposition is false.

For Mercury vulgar hath not precisely that Natund assence of Earth which the said Subject mus: iéwither
hath common Mercury anything in itself which is aotessential Part of it. For the Mercury, Sulpdwnl Salt of his
(if there be any such Things in him) have lostim kheir complete Being and their own Totality, wiithey had
before in themselves, neither can they be restoréitht again which we have sufficiently proved sarhere else
viz; where we did treat of [Actro] simplificatiom¢ Bread cannot be bought again to Corn) the Rezfsshich is
the same as is that concerning the RestitutioraasRf a physical Compound, to its former Totadibd completion
of his Being. The second Way of distinguishing $hene said sentence is by distinguishing the paBsiwer and
the act of which Distinction we have made use albioywecedent Articles in another Matter.

For if you speak of the very Substance of the seddatter and the Term or Word be understood of Mgreulgar
[positive] that is to say, for a Matter which h@tspositions not far remote to receive the Fornts arts of vulgar
Mercury then that sentence is true.

And this manner of expounding is not unusual, fiothis sense, corn is called the Food of Men, thdognediately
the Man doth not feed upon the raw Corn as it t9ryéhe Herb, but upon Bread which is made ofSked of the
same in Relation to the subject or the Body owtloith our Mercury is drawn and of the manner ofisgstancy in
it, then the Sentence can neither be taken forangeveritable for the same Reasons we have allealoave.
Farewell.

Brussels, 12th December, 1646.

Epistle 49.



The second Opinion being understood either of éversd Matter herself, or of her Subject or of thenkler of the
Inexistency in it, the same is certainly false.

But the Authority upon which it is grounded must®lerstood, not of the second, but of the firstévlia Lapis
which is the Vitriol of Gold and Silver which Vitl indeed really is the metallic Mercury but in thtate of metallic
Coction, hence it cannot be brought back agaitsttormer and primogeneal Simplicity as we havero&aid this.
And this Manner of speaking is not unusual neitker.wheaten Bread is called wheat and it is réalheat but
under a new Form and Coction, from which Form itreat be recalled again to serve for the same Effiedt
Purpose as it could have done and been usefulebiéfvas made into Bread. For being once madeetd, |
afterwards be altered, changed and prepared, awillotet it can never be restored again to itsvier habit of
wheat or Meal, out of which the Bread was madeughsa Manner, that out of the same such like Bediadgether
could be made again, as was the former. But if whetiyet fully made into Bread but only into a feaand being
in a fermentation can other Wheat not yet fermebtednly with the other impasted bring to the same
Fermentation also.

The very same Thing happens in Metals for the daesson and Cause though some Things in anotherdviaan
to the Act of Fermentation.

The third Opinion which holds that any mixed Bodiésrcurial Part may be our second Matter is mosbmmusly
false, either if you refer it to the main substanteur second Matter or to its Subject or the Marof its Existency
in it.

But the Reason of such an Opinion is to be constland distinguished.

For as to the Place it is granted that our Merauoiuuniversal Spirit exists everywhere, becausis fened with all
the Elements and chiefly with the Air not onlyifij all spaces of the World hindering everywherewdy, but also
penetrating all other Elements and all other Bqdiddng Possesion of their Pores.

And this is so far that it contradicts us not kather, that it, by an inexpugnable Argument dothficon our
Doctrine. For this Condition and as it were Immgnsan assertain to nothing else in the world besiour
Mercurius or universal Spirit.

But as to its proper and substantial Inexistencglliand every one mixed Body, that is in a marofex part
substantial, it is again to be distinguished.

For if the meaning be that of Mercurius be in hihgs actuated and contracted unto a new Degr€emiposition
or of Form substantial above that Degree he hagrbgethen it is granted; But then in such a statednnot profit at
all, or be useful, as to the making of the Lapigh@e can it be subjected for the second Mattewasave proved
sufficiently except you would have it back simm@di, which is impossible and against Nature, asave lalready
demonstrated. But that the same Mercury should ladl those singular Things in the Degrees of 8iatplicity and
Power which is Necessary for this Purpose, thah&g be used as the second Matter to the Lapisstiadisolutely
false and contradictory to itself. For the Part ldathen be greater than its whole, and though théadrs might
seem in express words, such to insinuate, yet khedéning is not to be taken according to the Lattehe foresaid
sentence. For they will by no means teach thas¢leend Matter of the Lapis, thus diversified intalhgs should be
taken for it out of all things, but that the samimg) which is in all things actuated, and by ittalhgs are coagulated
should be searched for and found in that statetwihitad before it was actuated by every Mixtuteshsas is daily
actuated and coagulated to produce new Mixturegtaicy action as well of primordial as particubeeds.
Farewell.

Brussels, 18th December, 1646.

Epistle 50.

These are not a few Oppositions about the Propsietnd Qualities of the second Matter, them tHktviats
Essence.

For some do say, that the Matter be of a liquidsisiancy, not altogether solid, neither fluid.

Others will have it [diaphanous].

Others opacous.

Others of colestial Colours.

Others White.

Others as to the Taste will have it tart and stodke Scent also.

Others to be pleasant and sweet.

Others will have its Constitution moist.



Others dry.

Others grant a goldish or internal red Tincture.

Others deny the same.

Others do choose it old, others new and fresh.

All those different opinions are easily reconciemtording to what hath been said before.

For if the Question be about the main substantkeo$econd Matter she is fluid and liquid. [Notéha margin
reads: 2 matter fluid and liquid.]

When she first begins to be condensed and growkishishe is diaphanous and of a colestial buaridte colour,
only pellucid and afterwards appearing with intedd infinite colour, like unto a rainbow.

She is moist in summo Gradu because she abourmisgéaled Air. Hence you understand the sayindsstiea
doth not modify the hands namely, as long as itiamin its Density or Coagulation.

It hath an internal exuberant Tincture which itwhavithin a few days, after being separated fransitibject viz: a
citrine Colour like unto dissolved Gold. But thRdtrograde] comes to be exalted and then it bechigased and
many other colors intervening.

The effect must be choosen to wit that Mecuriaksatce or universal Spirit which by any naturaltilbégions and
Cohobations hath changed it's cold and moist intahd moist Qualities. In which state it is no vehto be found,
but in our subject which being once separated kerhes very bitter an infallible sign of his qualiBut if the
Question be of the subject of our second Matten Heeassertain to her the contrary Quality and fietyp For the
said subject is condensed and thickish, opaquegadhardish solidity, sweet and of an agreeablellsand of
extreme Dryness. For it is really and essentiadlytfcand the new or fresh is to be chosen. [Nttémargin reads:
2 matter here, thick, opaque and Solid.] For thatkt in Process of Time easily loses its univeggatit. There are
some more pregnant or contrary Qualities attribtwealur famed Matter by Authors, but they shaltdfaamore
compendious Place to be treated of amongst thesl'atrare the descriptions are explained.

Farewell.

Brussels, 22nd December, 1646.

Epistle 51.

Follows now the second Chapter, concerning the madendi or manner of working, about which theeeadso
many oppositions and are to be referred eithdnaaiseful or useless Parts of the Matter, or tdihection of the
Work for to attain the End wished for.

Of which Matter though we have given sufficient distions in our Epistles, yet they are here todpeated again
with some other expressions, Order and more plaidyv about the useful Parts, some contend thattbel
Mercurial Part of our Matter is beneficial.

Others only Sulphuric.

Others also Saline.

Others lastly will have them both together, bunigdirst separated from their Body or Substanceadtetwards
reunited again into the same Body and total substahe Phlegm only and Caput Mortum being takeayaw
Now to reconcile these contradictions, we must ktivat there are two sorts of Parts, belongingdoraplete
corporeal Substance or Physical Totum (such aMatter must be) and those Parts are distinguishedtural and
excrementitious Parts.

The excrementitous are threefold.

1. Phlegma or rather the Mercurial Aquosity which in the first Production ottt ha
abounded and exceeded Nature's Weight or a due Proportion as to the strength of
primordial or particular Seeds, which superfluous Portion and that because ofdNature'
Weakness that it is the expelling Faculty of Seeds or because of Archeus Wéadkiness
moves the Seeds remains confused with the rest yet but locally not as a sllbzhandf
the Mixture, but as an Alien and accidentally aggregated and congested intatitasti
the Archeus could expell them.

2. The Caput Mortum that is a superfluous Portion of terrestrial Corporeity which
likewise Nature could not expell or because it is restrained on purpose for etinsect



the Mixture, as to be the Cortex.
3. A Sort of Saltness or Oilyness growing together of Both namely the Phéagina
Caput Mortum, and hath the face of a stinkled and poisonous Oil or malignant Sulphur.

But these excrementitious Parts do not exist usallrin all Mixed Bodies. For the mixture of thest Classis have
them not, described somewhere else, | mean theipiating Principles; and so our universal Spigtrig
considered by himself. The Reason of it, becaustetitieir material Principles are most simple anapwhich of
themselves obey and follow the Motions of their itect and Mover of Archeus, so that nothing in filst
Mixture either exceeds or is deficient. For the #ras easily can drive out what could exceed irMbhger and
contrary, can take to him again what is wantingt iBuhe mixed Bodies of the second Classis that ike three
Families there it happens otherwise. For their netBrinciples are of greater composition and leyate be moved
and that more efficaciously resisting the actioms Blotions of the same Archeus. From thence cothes i
Temperament in the Mixture namely either in Exces®efect in one or the other Quality. Therefoteatv
Moistness so ever be in the said Principles aflescurial and useful, yea, necessary for any Prialudor in this
Aquosity resides the Root of Fermentability andafporificable Faculty. [Note in the margin realind this,
page 131.]

And the infima mixture do admit likewise such exoentitious Parts, though not all, neither do alindture
equally, or always; in some there are Faces witRtlggma as in imperfect Gold in a Diamond. Hehéethat
sometimes our Dissolvent doth dissolve the entitestance of Gold though this happens but rarelytisat is not
our concern here. For it is needless to enquirsdoh pure Gold, because our Spirit doth dissobthing and is
incorperated with Nothing but what is pure in thet®l. For this solution happens not by the Powexxtfaneous
corrosive Salts, but by common, of homogeneousdgshioy Homogeneity of Principles wherefore Heteregers
Things will not be dissolved neither united. [Natehe margin reads: Mind.]

Natural Parts of the Matter are twofold, neces€amgs and contigent.

The necessary Ones are they which essentially doucdo constitute the necessary or physical [T dtamd
separation of which necessarily must destroy théumi neither being once separated, can be compods@ught
together again as to make up the same numericadetdfical Body, as we have proved some where atsthave
exemplifies it. But these essential Parts are Mattel Form, with their pre-ordinate or subordifatsnatural] and
emminently comprehended Parts social, or compguitd) as to all the Degrees of the Form, are theichvihe
Scholastics call essential which do conditionageftim substantial, as for Example in each Anirtradre is
Animality, Capacity, Substantiality and so on uttig highest Degree of transcendental Entity.

But as to the principiated Principles of our Mattex same are contracted and determined into aicesqecies of
the Mixtum, which are called Salt, Sulphur, and &eius, and properly are Parts of the Mixtum ashaee
insinuated somewhere else.

The contingent Parts are them which being sepaddetiminish the substance of the Mixtum but dodestroy it,
and are again of twofold Order, namely homogenamaisheterogeneous. But here you must understand
Homogeneity in the vulgar Sense of Schools. Thedganeous or simply quantitative Parts are theses&ho
Essence is the same with the Totum and whose smpadath only diminish the Quantity of the substanas fo
Example are some Ounces taken out of a Pound af. Gol

The heterogeneous or Integrals (which makes up/kiode, are such Substances which are of differentife,
Rationis) as well in Respect of themselves as thetum, whose total Separation doth destroy thed ®abstance
which never by any Means can be repaired or radtagain. An Abstraction of some of those Parts totfak the
Totum in Pieces, but doth not altogether destroy it

All three kinds of Parts do (though not equallyloog to all mixta, as well as the infima of theafrFamilies as to
those of the middle and also upper Region, naneefyincipiated Principles not yet contracted tegain Species.
| said not egually for in some doth exist a gre§aantity of Sulphur which therefore have givemtitae Name of
Sulphur by the Philosophers and that in a largaifogtion, for the Denomination is always takearfr the major
Part. Hence Gold in our Books is for the most Balled Sulphur and is frequently by that Appellataf Sulphur
signified. In others abounds Mercury, and them ftheeNomenclature of Mercury. [Note in the margiads: Mind
this, Gold called Sulphur in the Books.]

In others exceeds Salt and they are so called.

However in solid things and them which are verylwehcocted Salt and Sulphur are all One and theeghing, or
at least they are joined so closely that they gcarmot at all can be separated. Hence the Arsc{and so neither |
in my Novum Lumen Chymicum) seldom or never spefake principle of Salt.

But when things are reduced into Vitriol, then iaddecomes them the Name and Faculty of Salthgetalso
because of the Diversity of Effects they have, tiogy are called Salts now Sulphurs.



Farewell.

Brussels, 26th December, 1646.

Epistle 52.

In foresaid Oppositions the Authors Aim eithertag Substance itself, of both partial Matters, the Vitriol of
Gold and our universal Spirit: or at the Subjectvirich either Matter is comprehended and is drauwtrviz: the
simple Mineral Gold and our Magnesia. If the Busieoncerns the Substance itself, then we musideoreither
the excrementitious or the natural Parts. If weardghe excrementitious, there are none to be dodwrecause
none are here excrementitious, the One being éégteContemporation viz: the Vitriol of Gold, arttetother of
perfect Simplicity viz: our universal Spirit.

But if we regard the natural Parts, their Sepanamot to be attempted, because you cannot datlitput the
Destruction of the Mixtum. And though it were pdssiotherwise to be done, yet that Operation waigddify
nothing to the purpose and be superfluous. Fdriasaid and proved, it is against Nature, thahdRarts can be
brought again together to make up the same nunhericpecifical Body.

But if we regard either Subject and make Reflectiopon either Parts excrementitious, then thesensethings
indeed to be taken from them, namely from the Gibld, Terrestreity or the superfluous Earth, whitkthie
Production of it was confusedly mixt with its Sudrste: and from the Magnesia also, in whose geperdtie
universal Spirit meets such Earth as a ReceivelCamservator, or as a vessel for the same, hisgiiendo the
Use of Philosophers knowing which Earth, becauieribt, neither can be a natural Part, of the saidersal
Spirit, it can in that Respect be called its Exazain

But if you would Reflect on the natural Parts, tierain (as is said before) their separationtisrapted.

Now after the Disquisition and Election of the usdtarts the Direction and Regimen of the Work by doth
follow to obtain the wished End, where the sigrs; the changes or Diversity of Colours happen.

In which Business, as in the rest, the Authorsemsvehemently to be in opposition one to the Other

Some, they will have but one Regimen.

Others three.

Others four, viz: Solution, Ablution, Reductionx&tion.

Others require but one continual Fire.

Others use several Degrees of Fire and manneratf He

Others will have but one Vessel.

Others many.

Others make divers Distillations, Imbibitions.

Others will have but one Coction.

Others assign but two Colours principle White ard R

Others three, Black, White and Red.

Others four, Black, Green, White and Red with divietervening Colours.

Others will have the first colour to be Red, othties same to be Black.

All of these Differences we easily could reconeited verify everyone according to foregoing Discearand upon
the account only of diversity of Respects being, lycthese Men, but that we should not be too [gfahore than
becomes our epistolar Brevity, and besides thaExXpmsitions and Explanations here unto servinghkgous and
to be found almost in all philosophical Books,itetuffice then to delineate to you the coursehefwhole Practice
out of the first Chapter of Genesis, which for agbtory | have given already.

Contemplate then, how the said Text of the firsa@br of Genesis heving but touched in few proehires the
general Parts of the corporeal World, namely HearehEarth, doth also teach, how that the Beginrivagts,
Preparations for the Mageistry are herein occupratibusy; that out of the Chaos (not the primongtath only
belong to the Creation and the Creator, but ost#wnd, but as to us the first natural Chaos,dhatr water, or
universal Spirit which is involved in Darkness d@adebricious Confusion in our Magnesia upon whicthdover
the azothic Spirit the created and corporeal In@dhe uncreated Spirit) Heaven be made and aéso th
philosophical Earth, which is empty and vacuousgatating or growing together like Time and in ijand Salt
in the Sea, which Earth at last is to be impreghated made fertile with Seed by action of the Az&tpirit
artificially mix'd by help of external Fire. Furththough the same Holy Spirit descending from galsdp specials
doth admirably teach the number, order and maningli and each Arts Operations comprehended iNtn@ber,
Order and Quantity of Works done in the creationri\énd first let the Light be divided from Darknesgiich are



upon the Face of the Philosophical Deep; and HebDay should be separated from Night, for thigpBse that
afterwards Darkness and Light should follow onedtiesr alternately in all succeeding Operations.iffoéhe whole
Work Light and Darkness have interchangeably their.

2. How in the firmament is made in the midst of Weters and waters are divided from waters, nathelye which
are under the Firmament from these which are alidgliat is the thick from the Subtil; and that thashould be
gathered into one Place that the dry Land migheapp

3. How the said Earth should bud and bring forgeegrHerbs making Seeds after its Kind, viz: notlse®w for
the three Families (for that doth not now concesnhut that proper Seed of the same three Famitiesewith this
Earth was to be sown and so made fruitful whichjdent Irrigations of Homogeneous Dew.

4. How two great Luminaries were to be made thedesiz: the Elixir to the White, and the greatiar the Elixir to
the Red and they should shine in the philosopliieavens and illuminate the Earth, be it metallegetable, or
animal: and that they should be for Signs, Dayd, @@asons, and Years, i.e. may they work such Tiemgaats
Perfection as that there may come out, the ext&igals and Marks according to the Diversity of 8easand Age.
And lastly let them make an Incompatibility suitittgthe Capacity of a corporeal substance or Mobile

5. How the said Elixirs are to be multiplied by g$@me water (out of which they grew at first togetlor did
coagulate and that they should be multiplied a$ welirtue as bulk, by operations in the same @rdad with the
same Regimen they had before when they were maaeréed and specified, by the specific Seeds df Eamily
of the inferior Mixta according to each Family'stiiz.

6. Let the said multiplied Elixirs within animal Bies be converted to comfort them, by skillful éitions, the
vegetable propagated by conjunction and unioneif thalts and lastly the Metals and Minerals bagnauted by
projection of Sulphurous Copulation.

And so much of the Matter and the modus agendis.

In the following Epistle we will treat of the terms

Farewell.

Brussels, 31st December, 1646.

Epistle 53.

All what belongs to the Terms is reduced to two dtea

The first handles of Terms compound.

The second of the single Ones.

The compound Terms, are Descriptions whereby tliled@phers do indicate as well the Matter as theluso
agendi but chiefly to demonstrate the Matter whah reducible to two Articles.

The first of these which concern the first Matter.

The second which the second Matter concerns.

The Descriptions belonging to the first Matter didded in univocal and analogical.

Analogical are by which the Gold is described iatt8tate and Condition as it serves and is sulgjd¢ote
philosophical Operations and as it is in materienprLapis and hath given him several Names takam filivers
Bodies, which partly have the like Nature with Ggidrtly are of nature different.

Thus the living Sulphur of Gold is called Vitrioluim which sense you must understand that famousgay
Vitriol, visitabis interiora terra, rectificandamvenies occultum lapidem, veram Medicinam. [Notéhie margin
reads: Here is the proper description of Vitrigifol of Vitriol) so often spoken by the Philosophg And truly
our dissolved Gold or the solar Earth is a metadiiciol, by some analogy and Proportion agreeirithwall kind of
Vitriols. Of which sort of Descriptions there armmumerable in Authors, frammed now by the similgud Causes,
now because of some ldentity of some Proprietiew, Imecause of Conformity of Effects and Actionswrimecause
of some equality in Accidents.

The Authors call both Substances Gold. Iltem Coaguthe Ferment, the yellow of the Egg, philosophidan and
Univocal Descriptions are which describe Gold byr¢aor by such Qualities and Attributes which ax@ppr to
him, and principally belong to him and which do ldee it whole Essence and only and precisely theesauch are
obvious in our and all other philosophers book®atgNin the margin reads: Acting the part of the &/jaf he
Meaning of such Descriptions is easily found oeithrer need such here to be referred.

Farewell.



Brussels, 7th January, 1647.

Epistle 54.

The second Article of the Descriptions of the secbtatter is subdivided into three Particles.

The first contains the Descriptions belonging fttd Matter itself.

The second considers the Descriptions of the Syhjewhich the Matter lodges and from whence ti@es must be
had.

The third hath Descriptions which are common tdhat: the Substance of the Matter and to its stibje

The Descriptions of the first Particle are as tivener Ones, univocal or Analogical.

Analogical are many and are, per se, well enouglerstood to be such being taken Notice of: if nmes larger or
more contract there should be described the nafuvar Matter, some of such Descriptions are reféio the
Traction of simple Terms, which we leave here outBrevity's sake. Univocal also are various, seigh is that
which doth affirm, that our Matter be every whettegt she exists in every corporeal Being; thatistefore all
Men's eyes openly, yet cannot be seen; that shikeiand always to be found upon the very Dungha, is to be
esteemed for the hidden Food of Life.

All which how they should be understood and howthelong only to the universal Spirit, hath beefiiciently
insinuated in the precedent Epistles.

The Descriptions of the second Particle are likewaisalogical or universal.

Analogical are by which the subject of materia Seleuis called Talem, terrafoliata, mel, Ros Mercury
Philosophorum minera, Forea and many such others.

Universal are very rare and in two Volumes we dd fout 3 or 4 which are so clear and perspicucaisdiearer
ones cannot be given though it might not appeat $iost. The first is by which it is asserted, ttttze Name of our
Subject in all the Parts of the known world, andstriaanguages as well now in use, as absolute hatkame
sound, or very little Difference. For at least finst syllable is everywhere alike to sound alsd&ffect of the Letter.
The other is by which it is said, that the NamengfSubject is absolved with these letters and dharacters. For
the Name really as well in Latin as Greek and He&bFeunge, is written only with their Letters of dig species,
and with two of the same species with the Two effirecedent Ones.

The third is which says that the subject is prafided only with one mystical character unto whiele fetters can
be referred, expressing the Word, be it, that eitie Character Totaly be divided and distributgd parts which
are like unto the said Characters or be made ugampounded out of the partial Characters thalileedo those
five foresaid you can verify these Descriptionsoading to your Pleasure, since you know the trumbla

But the Quality of the Subject and the Liquor drawam it ought rather to be considered, that then®p which in
this Affair we have given you might be confirmedyiou and laid deep in your Head. [Note in the margads:
Read Epistle 51 attentively.]

The third Particle could give you many such likesBrptions, as the others were, mix'd Ones and &ting both
viz: the Substance of the Matter, and in it's scthjey which many Philosophers do testify, thairtMatter be
neither vegetable, animal or Mineral, neither thet drawn out of vegetables, animals or mineratghat they
should come from them. But this Discourse wouldeextthe Term of an Epistle. Add to this that ouni@®| and
Intention is not to scrape together all kind of &xg#ions and to take Pains to refer them to theiper Places but
only that we might give Lights to distinguish thefithe Descriptions of the manner of proceedingade nothing
though our Division might require it, because weehhereof sufficiently treated in the latter Pdrthee Chapter and
in that of the modus agendi.

Farewell.

Brussels, 12th January, 1647.

Epistle 55.

There remains now to treat of the simple Terms.

The whole Ambiguity then of simple Terms concermsrtiénymy with divers other Things and Operationat t& in
the various application of the same Word unto divrings.

Or it concerns Polyonymy of the same Thing diversélected and considered.

According to Homonymia, Spirit universal beforeibeeceived into our Magnesia which we call its jBabhath



the Nature of Mercurius Philosophorum, not absbjutet only by analogy and Proportion which it hatith the
Planet Mercurius as far namely as the same Plaieg foined to all an every one of the rest ofBenets takes
upon him their Qualities and Nature. Even so dathMercurius with inferior Planets namely the Mstahd all
other mixt Bodies which cannot be said of the vulgarcurius that he can do so. Which Mercury thohgltan
join himself to the Metals by amalgamations, yethenot take on him their Qualities by any KindAofifice at
least not so far as concerns the Multiplicatiothef Seeds. [Note in the margin reads: Mind commenchty.]

In like manner the same our Spirit, is called by $ame name of Mercury while he yet resides irMagnesia;
[Note in the margin reads: Take notice.] Item amnsas he is drawn out of the same, or when reviiirthe
Philosophical Egg after corruption, he is intimgtelcorporated and infused into Gold and identifrgth the same.
But what at present and how affected should bengtmizd since that Term is so various in many Passdbat you
can judge when you consider, what Part of our Art lave before you, theoretical or Practical armbatingly you
must pass your Judgement. The same thing happ@&@uldonhich is called a Ferment as well in the &uvbhical
Egg as in the State of the perfect Lapis and likevim the act of Projection.

According to the Polyonymia the foresaid Mercuigiaccording to the Diversity of his State he isand according
to its operations now called Antimony, namely thdren he in the foresaid Solution doth purge thed@aoid
maked it more subtil, in a manner as common Antiyndoth do it, in common Way though this our Purgaiis
much nobler and powerfull.

Then he is called Lead and that in the philosopliigg according to the Degree of the metallic Fdnmhath
assumed or rather according to the symbolical Teampent which he hath now with Lead.

Then he is called the Wife, because it receiveSted of the Gold. [Note in the margin reads: Mhid much.]
Then Magnesia from Magic, because he draws to lhénspecific Seed of Gold like as with a magnetitele.
Then Chalybus, because like the Magnet doth dravéthel, so the said Gold Seed doth draw the sarduvy.
Item it hath the Name of Sulphur, Salt and Fernmambely in the confection of the Magistry, or in its
Multiplication. And at divers other Times and irvelis other Operations. He is called Sulphur namlgn it
changes its cold temper in its central Fire andtltidas Dominion. It is called also Salt when tha8ss of the Fire
and Earth do stave and stand in Balance with Huyidhe subject to the others Victory and whenShbstance is
come to such a Consistency that without any Detrtrttee same can be dissolved in Water or Firejrbatserene
Air can be hardened, like Earth or Salt.

Lastly the said Spirit is called Ferment, in th&it8 when he himself being coagulated, can alsgutate another
Substance and make the same like himself and$higel in the confection of the magistery as intindtiplication
of the same.

The same is with the Gold which after it is disgalyis by Proportion called Vitriol and in the Qgution of it is
called the Ravens Head.

Let this suffice for you, and do not desire moseept that when perhaps God and Time and your Basiwill
give you leave to lay hand on the Work, | as | hdeee now might lead you; that you may prosperofisigh it,
and that notwithstanding you many Invocations.

Farewell.

Brussels, 18th January, 1647.

The Hieroglyphical Seal - Sendivogius

This work was published in FrenchTiraitez du Cosmopolite nouvellement decouvertsppesaavoir donne unde
idee d'une Societe de Philosophe®aris, 1691. This translation by Ebenezar Sibfpund in MS. Ferguson 25.
Letters to the Society of Unknown Philosophers

The Hieroglyphical Seal
of the Society of unknown
Philosophers.

Let no man judge this present Character to be iedeand erected for us for nothing.
For the Trident is the Neptune of our Parable wisisimprehends the whole hermetical Science hierbitgtly and
compendiously, as well the Theory as the PracBo¢that these Mysteries may be well understood vz
proceed in twofold Order geometrical namely by hatson and Composition or analysis and synthesis.



By way of Analysis first the Maxus is to be consaleor the Total Unity of the Figure.
2. The Duality, or that Part of Conus or that af tlyght Pyramids.
3. The Trias, or Triplicity of the sines, or thdttbe angles, and
4. The Quaternarium of the Lines, and last offal atmost Points, the Dimension of the whole figamd the
Breatdth of the Lines.
Each of them have their cabalistic Significations.
But the way of Synthesis or Composition, the Rewvarsf the Quaternarius of the Linse, to a TridetaPlace.
Then of the Trias into a Binary of the Cones.
3. That of the Binary into a Monas.

And both Analysis as well as Synthesis do not gehtly represent as well the first Genesis, vie:Emneation of
corporeal Beings; as also the second Genesishé@amatural Production or Multiplication of the saiténgs, and
lastly also doth it represent the Order which it Art doth keep both in its analytic as wellamthetic Method.
And now as concerning the first Genesis, monatelnity of the Total Character, its deform Figwe as it
were of no Figure because of its ugly Sinuosityichiends neither to the Figure of a Triangle, m&itSquare nor
yet a Circle, or any other perfect Figure, dentitescharacteristical Water, the first corporealigeiwhich hath a
deform Form and is indifferent to receive any petrfeorm. The Duality or Binary of two strait Pyraisj or the two

Cones going together, denotes the most remotegeaantid passive Power of the said [Ens].

The Trias or Triplicity of the Sines (being threlefaorroborated and turned and opposite One totther and so
disposed that each makes the immediate and indliwikiteral Part of the Other) signifies the Hyleédncheus and
Azoth which in like manner stand affected and ezlatne to the Other. The Quaternans of strait Lafi€ivers
Latitude, Position and Term, notion yet mutuallyjoined signify the four Elements, their Distingtiand
Distribution of their first Qualities as well asmsigolical as dissymbolical.

Then as to the Retrogradation by Synthesis.
The threefold Conjunction of Lines in their compdad Angles doth spew the Composition of princiglate

Principles of the first Order, viz: Salt, Sulphand Mercury and the Cortion of the Elements androanion, which

their dissymbolical Qualities have by means of sgiichl.
The Binary of Cones or that of the Pyramids in®asi Sides and joining together in the Basis do et
princpiated Principles of the second Order as atphtir and Mercury, mas and [Fomina], humidum aaddlam.
Lastly the Monas of the total Characters whichreah from the joined Cones and all coalescing deginesent
Mercurium Philosophorum, Aquam chaoticam secundarm a Word our universal Spirit.
But the outmost Point which here and there; anslheeConjunction of the Cones do represent the nliascand
feminine Seed of all kind of Species.
But the Points in which the Lines mutually do canand make Angles, those represent the three Femaifithe
infima mixta with their Diversity of Species formedt of the said Seeds.

Now likewise as to the natural Production and Gisnd$ie Monas of the whole Character, demonsttatsvhole
Matter, not that fictitious one of the erroneous&ils but of corporeal, sensible and already endomith some
primordial Form, namely that of the simple Elemeamntgrincipiating Principles, as also represengsphincpiated

Principles.

The Binary of Cones, shows the real and actual dhotif Action and Passion of all corporeal Beingd tre nearest
cause of perpetual Corruption and generation. Ties Df the Sines doth prefigurate the Influencéhefhigher
Bodies viz: the Stars and Astra and the contingdluR of the inferior and confluence of middle Regs, Bodies

form the Center of the World, to the Circumferent¢he whole Corporeal Machine.

The Quaternary of Lines demonstrates the Effluxibthe Elements and the Emission of the quinta f&se

But to make a Reflection by Synthesis.
The Triplicity of signs shows the Multiplication pfincipiated Principles of the first Rank and Qrdiz: Salt,
Sulphur, and Mercurius. The Binary of Cones, i/p€elof multiplication of principiated Principles thfe second
Order, by the Congress of that President.
Lastly the Monas of a Sinous hieroglyphical Chagdstan Image of Multiplication as well of primoatiiSeeds, as
that of the Species of both Families of the infimixta by a threefold Digestion and magisterial carion and
determinated Specification of the universal Spirit.

Likewise in the Analysis and Synthesis touching Arr The Monas of the Character as a type of thhedaid
chaotical water, which is loaded with a confusetkBxi heterogeneous Things out of which he mudbtoeight to
Light by means of our Art, of doubled consistertlge Binary of Cones signifies the two substancesyiog from

the Body of the universal Spirit, by the solutidnatat is coagulated, but not by division of whatix'd, to be
distinguished.
The Trias of the Lines prefigurates the threefoduriper which the universal Spirit hath acguired Mercurial,



Sulphurous, and Saline.
Lastly the Quaternary of Lines denotes the harnadriie four Elements.
Then by an inverse Order, or to proceed again byegis.

The Triplicity of lines describes the three priradiParts of the Magistry, and its Purposes viz:Shkition of the
Body, the Coagulation of the Spirit, and the Unidithe Body, Soul, and Spirit and that by meanBigkstion. The
Binary of joined Pyramids do depaint the Specifarabf the Magistry, by Solution and Coagulationaasl for the

Red and White Elixirs.
But the Position of the most outward Points desthasProjection of the Elixir upon divers Qualitefsdivers other

Bodies and an actual Transmutation of imperfectrfaoio a most perfect One, either of a more nobéxi®p or

again of a seminal Substance.

L.D. et B.V. Maria

Sendivogius - The New Chemical Light

This key work of 17th century alchemy, appearsaeehbeen first published in 1608, and | have calingarly 30
editions printed up to the end of the 18th centliryas included in a number of alchemical compandnd was
frequently quoted in alchemical works. The Engteskt has here been transcribed by Jerry Bujas.

Go to second part - Parable and DialogGe to Third part - Concerning Sulphur

The New Chemical Light
Drawn from the Fountain of Nature
and from Manual Experience

to which is added
A Treatise Concerning Sulphur

[The Author's Anagram]:
"Divi Leschi genus amo"
In this sentence: "l love the Divine Race of Lesthi
all the letters of the Author's name are founddpaised,-
to wit: Michael Sendivogius.

PREFACE
Upon all genuine Seekers of the great Chemical Argr Sons of Hermes, the Author implores the Divine
Blessing and Salvations.

When | considered in my mind the great number okdé&il books and forged Alchemistic "receipts”,igihhave
been put in circulation by heartless impostorsugiothey do not contain even a spark of truth €& laow many
persons have been and are still daily led astrapém? -- it occurred to me that | could not dadrethan
communicate the Talent committed to me by the Faihkights to the Sons and Heirs of Knowledgelsbawish to
let posterity see that in our own age, as welhaanicient times, this singularly gracious philosophBlessing has
not been denied to a few favoured men. For cer&girons | do not think it advisable to publish rayne; chiefly,
because | do not seek for praise for myself, buba anxious to assist the lovers of philosophlye Vainglorious
desire for fame | leave to those who are contesetam what they, in reality, are not. The factsdexluctions
which | have here briefly set down are transcrifsech that manual -- experience, graciously bestoumah me by
the Most High; and my object is to enable those Wee laid a sound foundation in the elementary qfathis
most noble Art, to advance to a more satisfyintnéds of knowledge, and to put them on their gaaanst those
depraved "vendors of smoke," who delight in frand anposition. Our science is not a dream, as tigav crowd
imagines, or the empty invention of idle men, asftolish suppose. It is the very truth of philolspjitself, which



the voice of conscience and of love bid me connedbnger. In these wicked days, indeed, when &iand vice
are accounted alike, the ingratitude and unbefiefien keep our Art from appearing openly beforeghblic gaze.
Yet this glorious truth is even now capable of heapprehended by learned and unlearned persorguafus lives,
and there are many persons of all nations nowdiwho have beheld Diana unveiled. But as manyeeftiom
ignorance or from a desire to conceal their knogedire daily teaching and inducing others to beltbat the soul
of gold can be extracted, and then imparted torathlestances; and thereby entice numbers to ineat giaste of
time, labour, and money: let the sons of Hermeskfoo certain that the extracting of the essencgodd is a mere
fond delusion, as those who persist in it will Aeght to their cost by experience, the only ark#rfieom whose
judgment seat there is no appeal. If, on the dihed, a person is able to transmute the smallese m@f metal (with
or without gain) into genuine gold or silver whiahides all the usual tests, he may justly be seithve opened the
gates of Nature, and cleared the way for profouadermore advanced study. It is with this objeat thdedicate
the following pages, which embody the results ofergerience, to the sons of knowledge, that byrefabstudy of
the working of Nature they may be enabled to ti& veil, and enter her inmost sanctuary. To thiglfgoal of our
sacred philosophy they must travel by the royatineich Nature herself has marked out for them.rhet
therefore admonish the gentle reader that my mgasito be apprehended not so much from the outtvaskl of
my words, as from the inward spirit of Nature.Histwarning is neglected, he may spend his tinius and
money in vain. Let him consider that this mysteryar vise men, and not for fools. The inward magrof our
philosophy will be unintelligible to vainglorioushbsters, to conceited mockers, and to men who smtih
clamorous voice of conscience with the insolenca wicked life; as also to those ignorant persohs have fondly
staked their happiness on albefactions and ruttiefecand other equally senseless methods. The righ
understanding of our Art is by the gift of God,byrthe ocular demonstration of a teacher, and ezattained only
by diligent, humble search, and prayerful dependeamcthe Giver of all good things; now, God rejebtsse who
ho hate Him and scorn knowledge. In conclusionplld earnestly ask the sons of knowledge to adbépBook
in the spirit in which it was it was written; anchen the HIDDEN has become MANIFEST to them andriher
gates of secret knowledge are flung open not teakthis mastery to any unworthy person; also teeraber their
duty towards their suffering and distressed neigiibto avoid any ostentatious display of their powed above
all, to render to God, the Three in One, sincekegmateful thanks with their lips, in the silenddlweir hearts, and
by refraining from any abuse of the Gift.
Simplicity is the Seal of Truth
As after the completion of the preface it was fotimat it did not cover the whole of the space &ibto it, | have,
at the publisher's request, there set down théwidlsand testament of Arnold Villanovanus" whitlnce turned
into Latin verse. | am conscious that the stylengfversification is wanting in neatness and elegabat this defect
was partly caused by the necessity of adheringtlstand faithfully to the Author's meaning. Testmhof Arnold
de Villanova
It is said that Arnold de Villanova a man who wasaecredit to his race, signified his last wiltive following
words:
"It has its birth in the earth, its strength itldaicquire in the fire, and there becomes the ttaeeSof the ancient
Sages. Let it be nourished for twice six hours ittiear liquid until its limbs begin to expand ajrdw apace.
Then let it be placed in a dry and moderately wapat for another period of twelve hours, untilastpurged itself
by giving out a thick steam or vapour, and becosadisl and hard within. The 'virgin's milk ' thatégpressed from
the better part of the Stone is then preservedcerefully closed oval-shaped distilling vesseglafss, and is day by
day wondrously changed by the quickening fire,lwaitithe different colours resolve themselves iatfixed gentle
splendour of a white radiance, which soon, underctimtinued genial influence of the fire, changea glorious
purple, the outward and visible sign of the finatfpction of your work."
THE FIRST TREATISE
Of Nature, what she is, and what manner of men heDisciples ought to be
Many Sages, Scholars, and learned men have iged| and (according to Hermes) even so early aday® before
the Flood, written much concerning the preparatibthe Philosopher's Stone; and if their books @ dnd
understood without a knowledge of the living praessof Nature, one might almost say that they al@itated to
supersede the study of the real world around ustiBwgh they never departed from the simple wédydadure
they have something to teach us, which, in these maphisticated times, still need to learn, besavs have
applied ourselves to what are regarded as the atw@nced branches of knowledge, and despise tiig atiso
"simple " a thing as natural Generation. Hence asmpore heed to impossible things than to thoseatdjwhich
are broadly exhibited before our very eyes, we lexxee in subtle speculations than in a sober stafdyature, and
of the meaning of the Sages. It is one of the mastrkable features of human nature that we netilest things
which seem familiar, and are eager for new anchg&dnformation. The workman who has attained ibbést



degree of excellence in his Art, neglects it, apglias himself to something else, or else abuse&rivwledge. Our
longing for an increase of knowledge urges us ewerard towards some final goal, in which we imagimeg we
shall find full rest and satisfaction, like the avitich is not endowed with wings till the last dafsts life. In our
time, the Philosophical Art has become a very sutmitter; it is the craft of the goldsmith companetth that of the
humble workman who exercises his calling at thgdoWe have made such mighty strides in advandef it
ancient Masters of our science, Hermes and GelsteRagmond Lullius, were to rise from the dead, thewld be
treated by our modern Alchemists not as Sagesshohly humble learners. They would seem very pobolsrs in
our modern lore of futile distillations, circulatis, calcinations and in all the other countlessams wherewith
modern research has so famously enriched our Augih without understanding the sense of the aneigtihgs.
In all these respects, our learning is vastly sop¢o theirs. Only one thing is unfortunately wiagtto us which
they possessed, namely, the knack they had oflpcpuaparing the Philosopher's Stone. Perhaps, tieir simple
methods were after all the best; and it is onghjgposition that | desire, in this volume, to tegoh to understand
Nature so that our vain imaginations may not mesttius in the true and simple way. Nature theanés true,
simple, self-contained, created by God and informid a certain universal spirit. Its end and arigire God. Its
unity is also found in God, because God made Bigth Nature is the one source of all things: sariything in the
world outside Nature, or contrary to Nature. Natsrdivided into four "places" in which she brirfgsth all things
that appear and that are in the shade; and acgai@ite good or bad quality of the "place" shadmsiforth good or
bad things. There are only four qualities whichiarall things and yet do not agree among themsek® one is
always striving to obtain the mastery over the.rdsature is not visible, though she acts visibhge & a volatile
spirit who manifests herself in material shapes, lzgr existence is in the Will of God. Student®Nature should be
such as is Nature herself -- true, simple, patiemstant, and so on; above all, they should fert, @nd love their
neighbors. They should always be ready to leamm fiature and to be guided by her methods, ascirtgly
visible and sensible examples whether that whiely firopose to perform is in accordance with hesibdgies. If
we would reproduce something already accomplislyelddiure, we follow her, but if we would improve bar
performance, we must know in and by what it is donated. For instance, if we desire to impart toetal greater
excellence than Nature has given to it, we must thk metallic substance both in its male anceitsale varieties,
else all our efforts will be in vain. It is as inmgsible to produce a metal out of a plant, It is nogortant for us to
know her "places” and those which are most in hagnand most closely allied, in order that we may jbings
together according to Nature, and not attempt tdaxind vegetables with animals, or animals withatset
Everything should be made to act on that whickkisto it -- and then Nature will perform her duag to make a
tree out of a dog or any other animal.
SECOND TREATISE
Concerning the operation of Nature in our Substanceand its Seed
| have already said that Nature is one, true, amgistent, and that she is known by her produatd) as trees,
herbs, &c. | have also described the qualificatioha student of Nature. Now | will say a few woadsout the
operation of Nature. As Nature has her being inihiéof God, so her will, or seed is in the Elen®rShe is one,
and produces different things but only throughrtreliate instrumentality of seed. For Nature perfowhatsoever
the sperm requires of her, and is, as it were tdyinstrument of some artisan. The seed if angtlirmore useful
to the artist than Nature herself; for Nature:Nature without seed is, what a goldsmith is withsilser and gold,
or a husbandman without seed corn. Wherever teeseed, Nature will work through it, whether itdmod or bad.
Nature works on "seed" as God works on the frekafinan. Truly it is a great marvel to behold Natobeying
the seed not because she is forced to do so Iar@fwn will. In like manner, God permits man towdoat hat he
pleases not because He is constrained but of Hid gnd free bounty. The seed, then, is the elixaf@nything, or
its quintessence, or its most perfect digestiondeabction, or, again, the Balm of Sulphur, whiglthe same as the
radical moisture in metals. We might say much nadreut this seed, but can only mention those fabtshware of
importance in our Art. The four elements produadséhrough the will of God and the imaginatiorNatture; and
as the seed of the male animal has its centredngtplace in the kidneys, so the four elementshieyr continual
action project a constant supply of seed to théreaf the earth, where it is digested, and whéngeceeds again
in generative motions. Now the centre of the e@rthcertain void place wherein nothing is at rastj upon the
margin or circumference of this centre the fourredats project their qualities. As the male seeshigited into the
womb of the female, where only so much as is ne&destained while the rest is driven out againth@magnetic
force of our earth-centre attracts to itself as Imag is needed of the cognate seminal substande, tivit which
cannot be used for vital generation is thrust fantthe shape of stones and other rubbish. Thisifountain-head
of all things terrestrial. Let us illustrate thetiea by supposing a glass of water to be set inrtiuielle of a table,
round the margin of which are placed little heapsatt, and of powders of different colours. If thater be poured
out, it will run all over the table in divergentuilets, and will become salt where it touches #it sed where it



dissolves the red powder, and so on. The water nimeshange the "places," but the several pladéreintiate the
water. In the same way, the seed which is the mtoofithe four elements is projected in all direns from the
earth-centre, and produces different things, adogri the quality of the different places. Thusjle the seed of
all things is one, it is made to generate a gragety of things, just as the seed of a man migbtipce a man if
projected into the womb of a female of his own $g®or a monstrous variety of abortions, if prigeldnto the
wombs of different female animals. So long as N&suseed remains in the centre it can indiffergmthduce a tree
or a metal, a herb or a stone, and in like manoceoraing to the purity of the place, it will produwhat is less or
more pure. But how do the elements generate threnspeseed ? There are four elements, two heavyvemdight,
two dry and two moist, but one driest and one ragisdf all; and these are male and female. By GuitI'sach of
these is constantly striving to produce things tikéself in its own sphere. Moreover they arestantly acting on
one another, and the subtle essences of all arbinethin the centre, where they are well mixed semt forth
again by Archeus, the servant of Nature, as is rdieset forth in the Epilogue of these twelvesatises.
THIRD TREATISE
Concerning the true and first Matter of Metals
The first matter of metals is twofold, and one withthe other cannot create a metal. The first@mtipal
substance is the moisture of air mingled with warnfthis substance the Sages have called Mercudyinathe
philosophical sea it is governed by the rays ofS8ba and the Moon. The second substance is thieedityof the
earth, which is called Sulphur. But as this sulstdmas always been kept a great mystery, let uardgt more
fully, and especially its weight, ignorance of whimars the hole work. The right substance, if thentity of it
which is taken be wrong, can produce nothing budtaortion. There are some who take the entire fodtheir
matter, that is, for their seed or sperm; otheks tanly a part of it: both are on the wrong trdtlany one, for
instance, were to attempt the creation of a mambatman's hand and a woman's foot, he wouldFail.there is in
every body a central atom, or vital point of thedéits 1/8200 part), even in a grain of wheattiNgithe body nor
the grain is all seed, but every body has a smaatiisal spark, which the other parts protect froheatess of heat
and cold. If you have ears and eyes treasure agabi, and be on your guard against those whodwasg the
whole grain as seed, and those who strive to pedutghly rarefied metallic substance by the ailution and
mixture of different metals. For even the purestaisecontain a certain element of impurity, whilehe inferior the
proportion is greater. You will have all you wahyou find the point of Nature, which you must nedwever, look
for in the vulgar metals; it is not to be foundrtia, for all these, and common gold more espsagiate dead. But
the metals which we advise you to take are livind have vital spirits. Fire is the life of metalkile they are still
in their ore, and the fire of smelting is their thedBut the first matter of metals as a certainghoe mixed with
warm air. Its appearance is that of oily water ailigeto all pure and impure things; yet in somecphit is found
more abundantly than in others because the eamtiolis open and porous in one place than in anathdrhas a
greater magnetic force. When it becomes manifesstclothed in a certain vesture, especially acpk where it has
nothing to cling to. It is known by the fact thais composed of three principles; but, as a mietsilbstance it is
only one without any visible sign of conjunctioxcept that which may be called its vesture or shadamely,
sulphur, &c.
FOURTH TREATISE
How metals are produced in the Bowels in the Earth
The metals are produced in this way: after the &@ements have projected their power and virtugkeaentre of
the earth, they are, in the hands of the Archeldadfire distilled and sublimed by the heat of peraglemotion
towards the surface of the earth. For the eanploisus, and the air by distillation through thegwoof the earth is
resolved into a water out of which all things aemgrated. You should know that the seed of metalsei same, in
the first instance, as the sperm of all other thjnig., a vaporous moisture. Hence it is foolsiséek the
dissolution of metals in the first matter, whichisthing but a vapour, and in so doing philosopherge not
comprehended the first matter, but only the secas@®ernard Trevisan well argues, though in a sdraéabscure
manner, for he addressed himself to the Sons dbtwrine. For my part before openly explainingttiieory, |
would warn all men not to seek that which existsrgwhere by itself in a soft volatile form by soma
circulations, calcinations, and reiterations ofchgold and silver, which can never be changed bdokheir
original substance. Let us follow the real mearifithe writers of Alchemy whose works we read, egmiember
that if Art would produce any solid and permandfect, it must follow in the footsteps of Naturexdabe guided by
her methods. It must trust itself to the guidantcBature as far as Nature will lead, and go beyoeadby still
adhering to her rules. Now | said that all things produced of a liquid air or a vapour which theneents distil into
the centre of the earth by a continual motion, wadl as soon as the Archeus has received it, lsdom sublimes it
through the pores, and distributes it to each plaeelucing different things according to the dseeplaces in
which it is deposited. Some think that each medalits own seed. But this is a great mistake ferretlis only one



Seed. The sperm which appears in Saturn is the aantet which is found in gold, silver, copper, &beir
difference is caused by the place, and by the tiomang which Nature was at work upon them, the pration of
silver being achieved sooner than that of gold, smdith the other metals. The vapour which is isoédl by heat
from the centre of the earth, passes either thraogghor warm places. If the place be warm and pamd contain

adhering to it a certain fatness of sulphur, theowa (or Mercury of the Sages) joins itself tofétess, and
sublimes it together with itself. If in the courskits further sublimation this unctuous vapourdtess other places
where the earth has already been subtilized, pdrifind rendered moist by previous ascending vapitdills the
pores of this earth, and with it becomes gold. iBtltis unctuous moisture be carried to impure aold places, it
becomes lead; if the earth be pure and mingled suithhur, it becomes copper. For the purer thegplsche more
beautiful and perfect will the metal be. We musbatote that the vapour is constantly ascendirgjjraits ascent

from the earth's centre to its superficies, it fiesithe places through which it passes. Hencdqueanetals are
found now where none existed a thousand yearsfagthis vapour, by its continual progress, evdstiizes the
crude and impure, and as continually carries alWwaytire with itself. This is the circulation andeeation of
Nature. All places are being more and more purifs@adi the purer they become the nobler are thettymts. In the
winter this unctuous vapor is congealed by thetfrissthe return of spring it is set free, andhe Magnesia which
attracts to itself the kindred Mercury of the aind gives life to all things through the rays & 8un, the Moon and
the Stars, thus bringing forth grass, flowers, tiedlike, for Nature is never idle Even during g moment. This
then, is the only true account of the generatioklefals. The earth is purged by a long distillatiand when the
unctuous or fatty vapour approaches, the sameracegated, nor are they ever otherwise begottenitistanding
the imaginations of those who misinterpret on gt the writings of the philosophers.
FIFTH TRACT
On the generation of all kinds of Stones
The substance of stones is the same as thatathel things; and their quality is determined by plurity of the
places in which they arise when the four elemeists their vapour to the centre of the earth, reheus of Nature
expels and sublimes it in such a manner that iiezwith it in its passage through the pores efdhrth, all the
impurities of these places up to the surface, whierg are congealed by the air, all that pure mjie@ders being
congealed by crude air, their ingression being mdygo that they join one with another, since Natgjoices in
Nature. Thus rocks and stones are gradually bpiind generated. Now the larger the pores of tith,gbe greater
is the quantity of impurities carried upward; ahdd the earth is most completely purified undeséhplaces where
there is a great accumulation of stones or rockiseasurface, and in this manner the procreatianetfls becomes
easier in these places. This explains the factrtieials are scarcely ever found in plains, butlpedways in the
bowels of rocky hills. The plains are often moistrwelemental water which attracts to itself themj vapour, and
with it is digested by the rays of the Sun into ttich clay which potters use. In places where tikis gross, and
the vapour contains neither unctuousness nor sylfilproduces herbs and grass in the meadowspiigwous
stones, such as diamonds, rubies, and emeralgsoghas, onyx, and carbuncle, are all generatétkisame
manner as ordinary stones. When the natural vapawblimed by itself without sulphur or the unctity of which
we have spoken and reaches a place where thenecisglt water (i.e., in very cold places, wheresulphur
cannot exist, for could it exist, this effect woldd hindered), diamonds are formed. The unctudpsisuwhich
rises with the vapour cannot move without warmtfl srinstantly congealed. When it reaches a slgtuld place,
leaving the vapour to continue its upward movemstitout it. Colours are imparted to precious stoinethis way.
When the unctuous sulphur is congealed by the paapmotion, the spirit of the water digests ipiassing and
purifies it by the water of the salt, until it agses a red or white colour. This colour is volaétizby so many
repeated distillations, and at length is borne upwdth the purifying vapour, which by its aid ibla to enter
imperfect bodies, and thus to pervade them witbuplthe colour is united to the partly congealeder and fills
all its pores so that the two are absolutely oe Water which has no spirit is congealed by head, water which
has a spirit is congealed by cold; but he who knb@ais to congeal water by means of heat, and totfina spirit,
is like to discover something a thousand times npoeeious than gold, or anything which is in therldioLet him
separate the spirit from the waters in order thatay putrefy, and that the grain may appear. Téehim purge off
the dross, and reduce the spirit to water. Thismiill produce a branch which bears little reseanbe to the
parent stem.
SIXTH TREATISE
Concerning the Second Matter and Putrefaction
We have spoken of the first matter of all things] after what manner they are born by Nature witlseed, that is,
after what manner Nature receives the matter filmretements whereof she engenders seed. We wilcoasider
this seed and the things evolved from it. Everyghimat has seed is multiplied thereby, but not euttthe aid of
Nature for seed is nothing but congealed air, wa@orous humour enclosed in a body; and unlessdtissolved by



a warm vapour, it cannot work. Now, the naturehig seed which is produced out of the four elemesthreefold:
it is either Mineral, or Vegetable, or Animal. Miaéseed is known only to the Sages. Vegetable issmmmmon
and vulgar, as we see in fruits. Animal seed istmby imagination. But vegetable seed exhibits notesdrly the
process by which Nature evolves natural object®btlie four elements. Winter is the cause of gattéon: it
congeals the vital spirit in trees, and when that loé the Sun, which magnetically attracts moistaegs it free, the
natural heat (of the tree) which is thereby stinpddrives a subtle vapour of water towards thiéasa, and makes
the sap to flow, always separating the pure froenitipure, though the impure may sometimes predezpure.
That which is pure is congealed into flowers, th@ire becomes leaves, the gross and thick hardenbark. The
bark of the tree remains fixed; the leaves fall mtiee pores are obstructed by heat or cold; theefie receive a
colour according to the quality of the natural heatd bear fruit or seed. We may instance the apgierein is the
sperm, whence the tree does not spring; but irsghésm is the seed or grain interiorly, whencetttbe is born even
without sperm, for multiplication is not of the spebut of the seed. Thus we see how Nature, withauthelp,
creates vegetable seed out of the four elementshd@®u about Minerals? Nature brings forth MineraMetallic
seed in the bowels of the earth. This is the reagonso many will not believe in its existence echuse it is
invisible. And on this account the vulgar unbelghot so greatly to be wondered at: for if theydhaunderstand
that which is openly before their eyes, how shah&ly know anything about that which they cannot ¥eg,
whether they believe it or not, the fact remairesghme, and it is most true that which is abows ithat which is
below, and that which is born above has origin ftbmsame source which is at work down below, éwehe
bowels of the earth. What prerogative have vegetadbove metals that God should give seed to thaod
withhold it from the other? Are not metals as mucHiis sight as trees? It is certain that nothiag grow without
seed; for that which has no seed, is dead. Thedlleanents must either bring forth metallic seegroduce metals
without seed. In the latter case, they cannot biegte for nothing is complete without seed. He vadam bring
himself to believe that metals are destitute oflseeunworthy to understand the mysteries of our Fhe metals
then really contain their own proper seed; and @dnerated in the following way. The vapour w{iolthe manner
repeatedly described rises from the earth's cesuticbjs called Mercury not on account of its esednd on account
of its fluidity, and the facility with which it adires to anything, is assimilated to the sulphuaaount of its
internal heat; and, after congelation, is the r@ditimour. Thus metals are indeed generated aueofury; but
those ignorant persons who say that this firsttsuee of metals is ordinary mercury, confound theber hole body
with the seed that is in it, seeing that commoncugy, too, contains metallic seed, as well as therometals. Let
us illustrate the matter by the analogy of the huilmady. Therein it is certain that there is a sebdreby the
species of mankind is propagated. That body (whiely be likened to common mercury) contains seedhwil
not seen, and of which the quantity is very smrmafioportion to the size of the whole body: thegess of
generation is performed not by the whole body,Hyuthis seminal "congealed watery vapour." Butaital
generation could take place if the body were dieskin order to get at the seed, as the murdefitigedbody would
kill the seed -- so ignorant Alchemists may be saichurder the body and kill the seed of metalssmthey
dissolve their bodies, whether of gold, silver|ead, and corrode them with aqua fortis, in ordestitain the
metallic seed. All multiplication is performed byans of male and female seed; and the two (whichdipselves
are barren) must be conjoined in order to bringhfénuit, i.e., a new form. Whosoever, thereforeuwd bring forth
any good thing must take the sperm or the seednanthe entire body. Take, then, the living maid &he living
female, and join them in order that they may progesperm for the procreation of a fruit accordimgheir kind, for
let no one presume to suppose that he can maleghmatter. The first matter of man is earth, émere is no one
so bold as to dream that he can create a man. I8oe ean perform this artifice. But if the secontbstance (or
seed) which is already created, be put in the prpjaee, Nature will produce a new form of the sapecies. The
Artist only separates what is subtle from its geosdements, and puts it into the proper "vesdédture does the
rest. As a thing begins, so it ends. Out of onseasvo, and out of two one -- as of God the Fatiere was
begotten God the Son, and from the two proceedetit@oHoly Ghost. Thus was the world made, andsoshall
it end. Consider carefully these few points, and wdll find, firstly the Father, then the Fatherdathe Son, lastly,
the Holy Spirit. You will find the four element$d four luminaries, the two celestials, the twotdes. In a word
there is nothing, has been, and shall be nothinigarworld which is otherwise than it appears is fymbol, and a
volume might be filled with its mysteries. | salgetefore, it is the attribute of God alone to make out of one,
you must produce one thing out of two by naturalegation. Know, then, that the multiplying spernthie second
substance, and not the first. For the first sulegtan things is not seen, but is hidden in Naturthe elements: the
second substance is occasionally seen by the ehilofrknowledge.
SEVENTH TREATISE
Concerning the Virtue of the Second Matter



But in order that you may the better know this setmatter, | will describe to you its virtues. Negis divided into
three kingdoms, the mineral, the vegetable, andtiirmal. It is manifest that the mineral kingdonulcbsubsist of
itself were there no vegetables or animals in tbddythe vegetable in like manner, is independéihe animal

and mineral. These two kingdoms were created iagaddence. The animal kingdom alone depends for its
subsistence on the two others, and is the mostraid excellent of all; and seeing that it is t#wt bf the three, it
governs the two others, because virtue expendEatsine third, even as it is multiplied in thecead. In the
vegetable kingdom the first substance is the hetheotree, which you cannot create, but whichraglpced by
Nature alone. The second substance is the seeth yhicsee, by which herbs and trees are propadatéuke
animal kingdom the first substance is the beastam, whom you cannot create; but the seed, or desudrstance,
by which they are propagated, you know. In the masihkingdom, too, you are unable to create a matal,if you
boast that you can do so, Nature will laugh at ymretensions; given even the possession of trstrfiatter which
is vaunted by the philosophers, namely, the cea#idt; you cannot multiple it without gold; but thegetable seed
of metals is known only to the Sons of Sciencghtncase of plants, the seed is seen outwardlyisattigested by
warm air. In animals the seed appears inwardlyaandardly, and is prepared in the kidneys of théem&/ater is
the seed of minerals, in the very centre of thearhand life; and the "kidneys of its digestior® &re. The
receptacle of vegetable seed is the earth; th@tade of animal seed the womb of the female; anid ¢he
receptacle of water -- the mineral seed. The rect s of seed are the same as congelations ofdalifiestion is
the same as solution, and putrefaction the sardessuction. The specific property of seed is tieeimto union
with other substances belonging to the same kingd@cause it is subtle, and, in fact, air congebiethtness into
water. It is recognizable by the fact that it dnesbecome naturally united to anything outsidekingdom to
which it belongs. It is not dissolved, but only gealed, as it does not need solution but only datiga. Hence it
is necessary that the pores of bodies be operadhtd the sperm, in the centre of which lies theds@vhich is air).
When it enters its proper womb it is congealed, @ntheals the pure or mixed substance which isfig long as
there is any seed in the body the body lives; whisnall consumed the body dies; and any emissfseed
weakens the body, as may be seen in the casesolutis persons, and of trees which have been ¢btydaden
with fruit. The seed, then, is invisible, but thEeem can be seen, and is even as a living southaiinot found in
dead things. It is extracted after two mannersyltth the first is gentle and the second violerdthihg is
produced without seed, but everything comes intngbey means of seed. Let all sons of knowledgesrabrer that
seed is vainly sought in dry trees, and thatfibisyd only in those which are green.
EIGHTH TREATISE
How Nature operates trough our Art in the Seed
Seed in itself produces no fruit, if it be not @ddoy Nature or Art in its own proper womb. Thowsgied in itself is
the most glorious of all created things, yet thenlids its life, which causes the putrefaction @& énclosing grain
or sperm, brings about the congelation of the atam, nourishing and stimulating its growth by #ermth of its
own body. All this is constantly and regularly bgienacted (by months, years, and seasons) in the aaid three
natural kingdoms. The process can be hastenettiattif in the vegetable and mineral, but not ie etmimal world.
In the mineral kingdom, Art can do something whitdture is unable to perform, by removing the craievhich
stops up the outward pores of minerals, not irbthsels of the earth but in the circumference. Tleenents vie in
projecting their seed into the centre
of the earth in order that it may there be digesié@ centre, by a caloric movement, emits it thivwomb; of
these wombs there are an untold number -- as matheee are places, and one place always pureatiather.
Know that a pure womb will bring forth a pure foohits own species. For instance, as among anithale are
wombs of women, cows, mares, bitches, so in theralworld there are metals, stones, and salts. didts
principally demand consideration, with their lotial, according as they are less or more important.
NINTH TREATISE
On the Commixtion of Metals, and the Eliciting of he Metallic Seed
We have spoken hitherto of Nature, of Art, of badigperm and seed. Let us now proceed to the pahetiquiry,
how metals should be mixed, and how they are miytuglated. For as a woman is generated in the seoneb,
and out of the same seed as a man, and the ofdyatli€e is in the degree of digestion, and thetyofithe blood
and salts, so silver is produced from the same, saetlin the same womb as gold; but the womb o$illier had
more water, and, as it were less digested bloautthet of gold, according to the times of the diésnoon. But if
you would understand the sexual union of the metadstheir manner of emitting and receiving seed lat the
celestial bodies of the planets. You will see Baturn is higher than all the rest, to whom Juggterceeds, then
Mars, the Sun, Venus, Mercury, while the last pliacgccupied by the Moon. The virtues of the plardscend,
but do not ascend; and so as experiences teachiaussis easily converted into Venus, but not \&imio Mars,
which has an inferior sphere. Also Jupiter may bieldy transmuted into Mercury, because Jupiteranhgher



place; the one is second after the firmament, thersecond after the earth. Saturn is the highestyloon lowest;
the Sun combines with all, but is never ameliordtgdts inferiors. There is a great correspondéreteveen Saturn
and the Moon, the Sun being medial between theralsasbetween Mercury and Jupiter, Mars and Venbgh all
have the Sun as their centre. Most operators krawwth transmute iron into copper, or Venus, withasing gold,
they also know how to change Jupiter into Mercunyie can prepare the Moon (silver) out of Saturmjftthey
could prepare gold by these changes, their seaeldwe worth knowing indeed. For this reason eggghat it is
important to know the mutual correspondence of leeénd their possibilities of union. There is anetal which
has power to consume all others, for it is, sgek, their water, and almost their mother, andsssted only by
the radical humour of gold and silver, and ametiuteby it. This metal is called Chalybs (steel)gdtd is united to
it eleven times, and emits its seed, it is weakenah unto death; but the Chalybs (steel) conceindsbrings forth
a son much nobler than the father; and when the aethe son is placed in her womb it purifiesaitd renders it a
thousand times better fitted to produce excellarit.fThere is another Chalybs (steel) which ig likis one, and
created as a thing by itself by Nature this steahile, with its wonderful virtue, to elicit frorhd rays of the " sun "
that which so many have sought, and which is thef ghinciple of our Art.
TENTH TREATISE
On the Supernatural Generation of the Son of the Su
We have treated of those things which are prodbgedature and have been created by God, so thse tivho are
searchers of this science man comprehend more dasipossibility of Nature, and the utmost limither powers. |
now go on to speak about the method of prepariadPtiilosophers Stone. The Stone or Tincture isimgibther
than gold digested to the highest degree. Commizhrgeembles a plant without seed; but when sydarat is
matured, it produces seed-and so, when gold iseihet produces its seed, or the Tincture. If ang asks why
gold and other metals do not commonly produce seedwer because the crudity of the ore, whichriwas
sufficient heat, prevents it from being maturedsdme places pure gold is found which Nature hag B&iving to
mature, but which has not attained to ripenesscoaunt of the crudity of the air. An analogous daghat of the
orange tree, which bears no fruit in northernlalits, because it has not sufficient warmth, whilearmer
countries it ripens the most delicious fruit, anika result it is possible to produce in coldeuntries, by means of
artificial heat. The same thing happens with mietalatures, and so gold may be made to produce bgedwise
and judicious Artist who knows how to assist Nat@kould he act independently of Nature, he woutidfer in
this science, as in all others, we can do nothirtigsbpplement Nature, nor can we otherwise aidhzer through
the agency of heat or fire. Now, in order that Matuay be enabled to work upon a congealed mesailbstance,
wherein the spirit does not appear, the body maistitsolved and its pores opened. Now there aréitvas of
solution, the violent and the natural; and underfdrmer head come all those methods of solutioiciware in
vogue among the vulgar herd of modern Alchemistd,the same are cold and useless. Natural soltati@s place
when the pores of the body are gently opened im@ier, so that the digested seed can be emitiég@laned in its
womb. Our water is a water which does not wet #oeds; it is a heavenly water, and yet not rain wdtee "Body"
is gold, which gives out the seed. Our silver @ahmon silver) is that which conceives the seeiti®fold. There
it is digested by our continual fire, for severegen ten months, until our water consumes thregt|esaves one; and
this is something twofold. Then it is nourishedhatihe milk of earth, or the fatness of that whigliarmed in the
breasts of the earth, and is regulated and cordéywéhe putrefaction of the surrounding substahcéhis way that
infant of the second generation is born. Now usaade from theory to practice.
ELEVENTH TREATISE.
Concerning the practical preparation of our Stone o Tincture by means of our Art
Our discourse in preceding chapters has been exldrgappropriate examples which well facilitate th
understanding of the practice, which, in accordamitle natural procedure, must be performed as fadtdake
eleven grains of our earth, by as many doses, mie gf our gold, and two grains of our silver. Elgou should
carefully bear in mind that common gold and silaer of no use for our purpose, as they are deawkelwhich |
ask you to take are the living metals. Expose tteethe heat of our fire, and there will come outhefm a dry
liquid. The earth will first be dissolved into a t@awhich is called Mercury of the Sages, and waser will
dissolve the bodies of the gold and silver, andsuame them, till only the tenth part with one parbains, which is
the radical metallic humour. Then take the watesatdtpetre from our earth, in which is a livingahand a flowing
wave. Let this water be clear, and pour on it téiqal humour: expose the whole to the fire of gfatrtion and
generation, which is not the same as that of tise dperation. Regulate the heat judiciously, uhtre appear
colours like those of the Peacock's Tail, and tamtinue to apply this well-regulated heat untd ttolours resolve
themselves into a pronounced green. Be not wedrgdniinue till the rest of the colours have mastiéel. When
you observe at the bottom ashes of a brown colghite the water is almost red, you should opervéesel and dip
a feather into it. With this feather smear a moodeton, and if it becomes tinged, pour into thessel as much of a



certain water (which we will describe hereafterjfeese is of crude air which has entered in, aet tigain subject
it to coction over the same fire, until it colodihe feather again. Further than this my experieloes not go. The
water | have mentioned is the menstruum of thedvivdm the sphere of the Moon and so carefullyifiectthat it
has power to calcine the Sun. Herein have | desireliscourse everything to your understandingibadmetimes
you will take my meaning rather than my words, yall find that | have revealed all, more especiab/regards the
first and second work. It remains for me to sagwa Words about the fire. In the first operation fine should be of
one degree and continuous and should pervade thke whbstance with an even warmth. In the secoedatipn
we need a natural fire, which digests and fixesstitestance. Behold, | say unto you the truth! lehanfolded the
regimen of the fire if only you understand NatBet it is needful also to speak a few words conicgrthe vessel,
which ought to be such as is indicated by Natund;tao of these vessels suffice. In the first operathe vessel
should be round; in the second it should be somesrhaller; it should also be of glass in the forina@ial or egg.
But, know, above all things, that fire employedNgture is one and its differences are determinediffigrences of
distance. The vessel of Nature is also one, butsgetwo in order to accelerate the developmentiobobstance;
its material is one, but consists of two substaniég®u would produce anything, look at the thirtbat are
produced. If you cannot understand those whicltantinually before your eyes, it will go hardly tiyou when
you seek to produce those which are as yet unBemember that God alone can create; but He hasttetrhe
Sage to make manifest things that are hidden ancdeedted according to the ministry of Nature. Coasidpray you
the simple water of the clouds. Who would beligvat it contains in itself all mundane objects, hsthes, salts,
air, earth, and fire? What shall | say of the eanthich seems simple enough and, and contains watgrsalts, air,
and much besides? O, admirable Nature, who kndwetste means of water how to produce the wondémiits of
earth, who dost give life to them and nourish thenmeans of air! Everything depends upon the fgafiseeing
which we bring to the study of nature. Common ej@sinstance, discern that the sun is hot; thes@fe¢he Sage
see that the sun itself is cold and that it is étdynovements which produce heat for; its effedelt at so great a
distance in space. The heat of the sun is the samer natural fire; for as the sun is the centtéeplanets and
thence scatters its heat downward in all directisngn the centre of the earth there is a suhegarth, which by
its perpetual motion drives heat or rays upwardatals the surface of the earth. This inward heatuish more
powerful than elemental fire but it is tempered andled by the water which pervades and refresteepdres of
the earth; otherwise all things would be consumeidifierceness. In the same way, the fierce odyhe sun are
tempered and assuaged by the air of the interngediatosphere, without which everything would besconed,
and no generation would be possible. But | must poaeeed to explain after what manner the elenaeitspon
each other. In the centre of the earth, then, tisemecentral sun, of which the heat pervades th@enearth to its
surface by reason of the movement thereof, or byrthtion of the firmament thereof. This heat chartbe water
of the earth into air (or vapour), which being mucbre subtle than water, is violently driven upwtnbugh the
pores of the earth. But when it reaches the ca@tlapsphere it is once more condensed into wateimasmime
places we do indeed see this water or condengedkia@n highly up into the air by the force of tbentral fire: just
as a kettle of water when exposed to gentle heatssepward a gentle stream of vapour and air, vthdesteam
thickens and the upward movement becomes moresiatehen the fire is kindled into a blaze. By thiian of the
"central sun" the elements are distributed overetirth and each finds the place where in can grtwe. upward
current of air is not always noticeable becausaamy places there is not enough water to makedepdible: an
empty kettle gives out no steam | say, then, tinatofr heat is the cause of the motion of theaaid the life of all
things; and the earth is their nurse, or receptdfcteir earth and air were not cooled by watee, ¢arth would be
parched up, as it is even now in some places wherpores of the earth are closed up, and be atisigithe
movement of the water would be placed at the meftlge two kinds of solar heat. In this way thetdegion of
the world will one day be brought about. Now in @ut you should closely imitate these natural psses. There
should be the Central Heat, the change of the virtieair, the driving upward of the air, its difion through the
pores of the earth, its reappearance as condensedlhtilized water. Then you must give our Ang¢i€mne gold
and silver to swallow and consume, till he himgelfurnt to death and his ashes are scatteredhetwater, which
you must then subject to coction for a sufficigudice of time. The result will be the Medicine whista cure for
leprosy. But be careful not to take heat for coldgold for heat. Mix only things which are likeakeother, and
separate contrary elements by means of heat. Ifigouot follow the guidance of Nature all your effowill be in
vain. | swear by God that | have spoken to you fagheer should to his son. He that hath ears,itettear, and he
that hath sense, let him understand.
TWELFH TREATISE
Concerning the Stone and its Virtue
We have spoken sufficiently in preceding chapterscerning the production of natural things, thereats, the
first and second matters, bodies and seeds, asfalseir use and virtue. | have written also af Bhilosophical



Stone, and shall now speak of its virtue, in scafaexperience has discovered it to me. Beforeghew | proceed
to describe the virtues of the Stone, | will, foe better understanding of our Art, once more riéaiape what has
already been said. If any one doubts the realigunfArt, he should read the books of those an@agies whose
good faith no one ever yet called in question, whdse right to speak on this subject cannot bderged. If you
will not believe them, | am not so foolish as taezrinto a controversy with one who denies firshgples: the deaf
and dumb cannot speak. Why minerals alone shouékdeded from God's primal benediction, when Heeball
things increase and multiply after their kind, | amable to see; and if minerals have seed they ih&wethe
purpose of generic propagation. The Art of Alcheémirue in its nature. Nature is true also, buue tArtist is
rarely found. Nature is one, our Art is one butwWawkmen are many. Nature, then, generates thhrgsigh the
Will of God out of the first Matter (the product thfe elements) which is known to God alone. Naguogluces
things, and multiplies them out of the second szt which is known to the Sages. All elementsvaraially
dependent, though they do not agree when joinddhbugueen of all is water, because it is the eoti all things
--and over it broods the spirit of fire. When faets on water, and strives with it, the first maiteevolved. Thus
arise vapours of sufficient denseness to combitie @drth, by means of that crude air which fromuéey
beginning was separated from it. This processiisggon ceaselessly, by means of perpetual motionniétion
causes heat, as you may know by continued fricifamy substance. Motion causes heat, heat moeesdter; the
motion of water produces air, which is the lifeadifliving things. Thus all things grow out of wateut of its more
subtle vapours are produced light and subtle thiogsof its "oil," things of greater weight; outits salt things far
more beautiful and precious than the rest. Butasifé is often hindered by the impurity of this @ap fatness, and
salt, from producing perfection, experience haglthus to separate the pure from the impure. Thegeif you
would ameliorate Nature, and produce a more pedgfiedtelaborated subject, purge the body by dissalaff all
that is heterogeneous, and unite the pure to thes the well-digested to the well-digested, andctlugle to the
crude, according to the natural and not the materdgght. For you must know that the central salippaever
contains more earth than is required whether dtherwise pure or impure. But it is different witte fatness of the
water, which is never found pure. Art purges itthg action of twofold heat, and then again combitseslements.
EPILOGUE
or Conclusion of these Twelve Treatises
I have composed, O friendly reader, the precedimive treatises for the benefit of the studentthisf Art; in order
that they might understand the operations of Naamd after what manner she produces all thingstwéiie in the
world, before they put their hands to any experim@therwise, they might be trying to open the geithout a
key, or to draw water with a sieve. For in regardar Holy and Blessed Art, he for whom the sumesinot, walks
in thick darkness, and he who does not see thedighe moon, is involved in the shades of nigddture has her
own light, which is not visible to the outward ey&te shadow of Nature upon our eyes is the bodyviere the
light of Nature irradiates the mind, this mist isared away from the eyes, all difficulties areroeene, and things
are seen in their very essence, namely, the inhezst of our Magnesia, which corresponds to thpaetsre centres
of the Sun and Earth. The bodily nature of thirgga concealing outward vesture. If you dressedyaabd a girl of
twelve years of age in exactly the same way, youlevbe puzzled to tell which was the boy and whtah girl, but
when the clothes are removed they may easily limdisshed. In the same way, our understanding make
shadow to the shadow of Nature, for our human eatconcealed by the body in the same way asatig by the
clothes. | might in this place discourse fully grfdlosophically of the dignity of man, of his crieat and generation
but I will pass over these themes and touch briefiyis life alone. Man is made of earth, and litrgsugh air; for
air contains the hidden food of life, of which theisible spirit, when congealed is better thaniimle hole world.
Truly wonderful and admirable are the ways of Natuvho shews to us day by day the light of trutave set
down in these twelve Treatises that which she éasaled to me in order that the God-fearing read®r more
easily understand that which | have seen with ngsethat which my hands have performed, withoutfeanyd or
sophistication. For without the light and knowleddéNature it is impossible to attain to the petifat of this Art,
unless it be revealed to a man by the Spirit, oregly by a loving friend. The substance is vilel @t most
precious. Take ten parts of our air; one partwifdj gold or living silver; put all this into yowessel; subject the air
to coction untiit becomes first water and then sitving which is not water. If you do not know howdo this and
how to cook air, you will go wrong, for herein feettrue Matter of the Philosophers. You must talat which is,
but is not seen until the operator pleases. Thisdavater of our dew, which is extracted from shépetre of the
Sages, by which all things grow, exist, and arerisbed, whose womb is the centre of the celestidltarrestrial
sun and moon. To speak more openly, it is our Magvigch | have already called our Chalybs, orIstaw
generates this magnet, the magnet engenders ofestarour air. Thus Hermes says that its fathré@sSun, its
mother the Moon, and that the winds have fostdrgdtheir womb, that is to say, the salt Alkalalled by the
Sages salt of Ammonia, or vegetable salt) is hiddehe womb of Magnesia. The operation thereafifollows: --



You dissolve condensed air, and in it a tenth phgbld; seal it up and expose it to our fire, Litfté air is changed
into powder and there will be seen, given theaahe world, a great variety of colours. The afsthis process and
the method of multiplication you will find fully $éorth in the writings of Lullius, and other ofdtancient Sages, so
therefore | do not dwell on them being contentéat only of the first and second matters. Thiavendone frankly,
and with open heart. Think not that any man in Wasld has spoken more fully and clearly than Iénavhave not
learnt what | tell you from books, but by the expemt of my own hands. If you do not understarat first, or are
unable to accept the truth, accuse not my workplarhe rather yourself, believing that God will neteal this
secret unto you. Take it, then, in all earnestness] and again read it, especially the Epilogubede twelve
Treatises, and diligently consider the possibgiti# Nature, the action of the elements, and whiahief among
them, especially in the rarefaction of air or water which the heavens and the whole world werateck This |
admonish you to do, as a father admonishes a sonobwonder that | have written so many Treatisas not in
need of books for myself but was impelled to reaosdexperience by pity towards those who are wandexstray
in the darkness of their own conceits; and thougtight have set forth this secret in few wordsavdawritten at
great length in order to equip you with that knadge of Nature, without which you could not hopetaceed in
this Art. Do not be put out by the seeming conttdins with which, in accordance with the custonthef Sages, |
have had to conceal my real meaning a little. Ther® rose found without thorns. Revolve diliggntl your mind
all that | have said about the way in which theradats distil the Radical Moisture to the centréhefearth, and
how the terrestrial and centric sun again raiséssaiblimes them, by its continual motion, to thefesze of the
earth. Note also the correspondence which hasdféemed between the celestial and the centric fduthe
celestial Sun and Moon have a special power andral@rful virtue in distilling upon earth by theays. For heat is
easily united to heat, and salt to salt. As théreésun has its sea and crude perceptible waidhescelestial sun
has its sea of subtle and imperceptible watergth@sphere). On the surface of the earth the twaskof rays meet
and produce flowers and all things. Then rain rexits vital force out of the air, and uniteithat of the
saltpetre of the earth. For the saltpetre of thithéa like calcined tartar, and by its drynessaats air to itself --
which air it dissolves into water. For this saltpdtself was once air, and has become joinedddatness of the
earth. The more abundantly the rays of the sunethels¢he greater is the quantity of saltpetre geedr and so also
is the harvest on earth increased. All this dogee&nce daily teach. | have willed thus to settfa@olely for the
benefit of the ignorant the correspondences whii$t etween all things, and the efficacious virtdi¢he Sun,
Moon, and Stars. The wise have no need of suchuzigin. Our substance is openly displayed befoeestyes of
all, and yet is not known. Oh, how marvellous is beaven, and our water, and our mercury, and atpetre
which are in the world sea, and our vegetable,camdixed and volatile sulphur, and our dead headiregs of our
sea, and our water that does not wet the handsy@inout which no mortal can live -- without whiciothing is
born or generated in the whole world! It is lightdgteemed by men, yet no one can do without itit fsrmore
precious than all the world beside, and, in shibig,nothing but our pontic-water which is congahin the sun and
moon and extracted from the sun and moon, by mefamsr chalybs (steel) through the skill of the &ady a
philosophical artifice and in a surprising manner ... | did not really intend to publish thisddo for reasons that
are named in the preface; but my love for earrtestesits of this Art got the better of my caution.&ave | sought
to make known my good-will to those who knows nral enanifest unto the initiated that | am their camipn and
equal, and that | desire their acquaintance. | ioabthat there are many persons of good condettkear
conscience who possess this great gift of Goddresel pray and conjure them that they shouldgmreseven the
silence of Harpocrates. Let them be made wise bgxaynple, and take warning from my dangers. Wharleve
have revealed myself to the great, it has alwags be my peril and loss. But by this work | nowwhayself to the
Sons of Hermes, while at the same time | instioetignorant, and direct lost seekers into the nigih. Let them
know that the secret is here as plainly expounddtiever will be. | have kept nothing back exciyet secret of
extracting our "salt of Ammonia," or " Mercury dfet Sages " out of our "sea water," and the greatawhich it is
put. If I have not expressed myself very plainlytbese points, it is only because | may not dor'be. secret can
only be revealed by God, who knows men's heartav@nds, and He will vouchsafe this knowledge, isvaer to
earnest and importunate prayer after a repeatedutaerusal of this Book. The vessel, as | haie, $aone, or two
at most will suffice; and if you have knowledgeNdture, a continuous fire, and the right substayce,ought to
succeed. Let me caution you, in conclusion, ndtetded astray by those who waste their time andeyom herbs,
animals, stones, and all kinds of minerals buftritjet ones. Farewell, good reader, and may you &njgy the
results of my labours, to the glory of God, thesatibn of your soul, and the good of your neighbour
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A PREFACE TO THE RIDDLE OF THE SAGES
Addressed to the Sons of Truth

Though | have already given unto you, O Childre®oEnce, a full and exhaustive account of our &mtj of the
source of the universal fountain, so that therenseo further call to say anything, having, in pineceding
Treatises, illustrated the mode of Nature by exas)ydnd declared both the theory and the prasticir it is
permitted me to do, yet there may be some of mgersawho think that | have expressed myself hedetlagre in
too laconical a fashion. | will therefore once marake known from beginning to end the entire precbat in the
form of a philosophical enigma, so that you mayggitiow far | have been permitted to attain by Gdekre is an
infinite number of books which treat of this Arythyou will scarce find any which contain a moreazl explication
of the truth than is here set down. | have, indbwerse of my life, met with a good many who fandieat they had a
perfect understanding of the writings of the Sagestheir subtle style of interpretation was iarglg contrast with
the simplicity of Nature, and they laughed at wihaty were pleased to call the rustic crudenessyofemarks. |
have also frequently attempted to explain our Amthers by word of mouth; but though they calleeihtselves
Sages, they would not believe that there is sudenia our sea, and attributed my remarks to teemyansanity.
For this reason | am not afraid that my writingdl véveal anything to unworthy persons, as | anspaded that it is
only by the gift of God that this Art can be undeadsl. If, indeed, subtlety and mental acutenesg wbithat is
necessary for its apprehension, | have met withynstnong minds, well fitted for the investigatiohsach subjects.
But | tell you: Be simple, and not overwise, ugtiu have found the secret. Then you will be obligede prudent,
and you will easily be able to compose any numlhé&ooks, which is doubtless more simple for him vidin the
centre and beholds the thing itself, than one whanithe circumference only, and can only go bydasa You
have a clear description of the matter of all teirdgut | warn you that if you would attain to thisowledge you
should continue in earnest prayer to God, and youg neighbour. In the second place, you shouldeakeady to
imagine all manner of subtleties and refinementstith Nature knows nothing. Remain rather in tiay wf her
simplicity, for therein you are far more likely pait your finger on the subject than if you abidéhia midst of
subtleties.
In reading my book, do not stick too closely to lisiger of my words but read them side by side it natural
facts which they describe. You should also fromfite fix your eyes steadily on the object of ymaarch, and the
scope and aim of our work. It is much wiser to teaith your mind and your brain first than by bitexperience
afterwards. The object of your search should Hetba hidden thing from which, by a marvellousfarg, there is
obtained a liquid by whose means gold is dissob&dently and naturally as ice is melted in warrtewdf you
can find this substance, you have that out of wiNature produced gold, and though all metals ahithialgs are
derived from it, yet it takes most kindly to gofebr all other things are clogged with impurity, egt gold wherein
there is no uncleanness, whence in a special mamsanatter is, as it were, the mother of gold:dé will not
follow my instructions, and be warned by my causioyou can derive no benefit from my book. | haveken as
plainly as my conscience would permit. If you agbow am: | am a Cosmopolitan. If you know me, anshwo be
good and honourable men, keep my name a secyeiu lfilo not know me forbear to enquire after my ngiorel
shall make public nothing more than appears inwhigng. Believe me, if my rank and station wer what they
are, | should enjoy nothing so much as a solitéey dr to have joined Diogenes in his tub. Foehbld this world
full of vanity, greed, cruelty, venality, and iniy and | rejoice in the prospect of the gloridifis to come. | no
longer wonder, as once | did, that the true Sdgmjgh he owns the Stone, does not care to prolsnd) for he
daily sees heaven before his eyes, as you sedaerim a glass. When God gives you what you degine will
believe me, and not make yourself known to the avorl
A Parable,
or
Enigma of the Sages

Added by way of an Appendix



Once upon a time, when | had been for many yeamnsydife sailing from the Arctic to he Antarctic Ro| was cast
ashore by the will of God, on the coast of a cartgeat ocean; and though | was well acquaintel thig properties
of that sea, | did not know whether there was gatedrnear those shores that little fish Edienelis¢hvis so
anxiously sought, even unto this present, by mdrigif and low degree. But as | watched the NaiadsNymphs
disporting themselves in the water, being fatigwéti my previous toils, and overwhelmed by the mudte of my
thoughts, | was lulled asleep by the soft murmuthefwaves; and as | slept sweetly and gentlyhkloka
marvellous vision | saw ancient Neptune, with derit in his hand, rise, with venerable aspect, foomsea, who
after a friendly salutation, carried me to a mastudiful island. This island was situated in thaeteern hemisphere,
and contained all that is required for man's uskdatight. It appeared a more pleasant and deliafode than
Virgil's Elysian fields. The shores thereof wer@aded with verdant myrtles and cypresses. The mesadeere
studded with a large variety of beautiful and feagrflowers. The slopes of the hills were clad withes, olives,
and cedars. The roads were overhung by the int@rtgvbranches of laurels and pomegranate treeshvafforded
grateful shade to the wayfarer. The plains wereem with groves of orange and lemon trees. Intstte island
was an epitome of earthly beauty. Concealed undetla Neptune shewed me two minerals of that dslgold and
chalybs (steel). Then | was conducted to an orcimatice middle of a meadow, which was at no gréstadce, the
same being planted with a great variety of beautiées. Among these he shewed me seven enrichpdrhigular
names; and two of them towered above the rest.bOrefruit which shone like the sun, and its learesembled
gold; the fruit of the other was whiter than lili@nd its leaves were like fine silver. Neptundechthe first the
Solar, and the second he Lunar tree. The only tivimigh it was difficult to obtain in the island, wavater. The
inhabitants had tried to get it from a spring byam®of a conduit, and to elicit it from many thiryst the result
was a poisonous water, and the only water thatdoelldrunk was that condensed out of the rayseo$tim and
moon. The worst of it was, that no one could attragre than ten parts of this water. It was wondesfater! | can
tell vou; for | saw with my eyes and touched witls hands its dazzling whiteness, which surpassetthall
splendour of the now. While | stood wrapt in adiiina, Neptune vanished from my sight, and theredtoefore
me a tall man, on whose forehead the name of Satasrinscribed. He took a vessel, and scoopedrupads of
the water, in which he placed fruit from the Sdtae; and the fruit was consumed like ice in warater. So | said
unto him: "Lord, | behold here a marvellous thifgis water is small in quantity; nevertheless,fthé of this tree
is consumed therein by a gentle heat. To what merpall this? "He graciously replied " My sonisitrue that this
thing is wonderful. But this water is the watellitd, and has such power to exalt the qualitiethd fruit, that it
shall afterwards, without sowing or planting --pbly its fragrance -- transmute the six trees winéhain into its
own nature. Moreover, this water is as a womahedtuit: the fruits of this tree can putrefy nowdéut in this
water; and though the fruit by itself be wondednl precious -- yet when it putrefies in this waligorings forth
out of this putrefaction a Salamander that endtimedire; its blood is more precious than all tteas, and has
power to render fertile ix trees such as you see,l@nd to make their fruit sweeter than honey"nhgaid unto
him: "Lord, how is this thing done?" He replied:Have already told thee that the fruits of the Bwke are living,
and they are sweet; but whereas the fruit while éboked in this water can inform but one patgrats coction has
been completed it can inform a thousand." | thequaed whether the fruit was boiled in this watgeioa fierce
fire, and how long? He answered this water hasaard fire, and when this is assisted by continumusvard
warmth, it burns up three parts of its own bodyhwtitis body of the fruit, until nothing but an iedibly small part
remains, which, however, possesses the most maugelirtue. This is cooked by the wise Master fiostseven
months, and then for ten. But in the meantime,arhdiftieth day, a variety of phenomena is witreekss Again |
besought him whether this fruit was cooked in salvwemters and whether anything was added to itmidde
answer: "There is no water, either in this islanthahe whole country but only this kind alonettban properly
penetrate the pores of this fruit; and you shoulovkthe Solar tree also grew out of this water,civhs collected
by magnetic attraction out of the rays of the Swoh lloon. Hence the fruit and the water exhibit axderful
sympathy and correspondence. If any foreign substamre added to the water, its virtue would omyrbpaired.
Hence nothing should be put into the water butfihig. After its decoction the fruit has life atdbod, and its
blood causes all barren trees to bring forth tmeesprecious fruit." | asked whether the water watsioed by any
secret process, or whether it was to be obtainedyefere? He said: "It is found everywhere, andme can live
without it, but it is best when extracted by meaheur Chalybs (steel), as which is found in théybef the Ram. If
you ask what is its use, | answer that before tleeaimount of coction has been performed, it is lggaalson, but
afterwards it is the Great Medicine, and yieldgy&ins of blood, each one of which produces 8ah®efruits of
the Solar tree.” | asked whether it could be &iifther improved. "The Sages say," he returnedt'ithcan be
increased first to ten, then to a hundred, themtttousand, then to ten thousand times its owntijyaand so on." |
asked whether that water was known by any particwdene. He cried aloud saying: "Few know it, biihalve seen



it, and see and love it; it has many names, butalldt the water of our sea the water that dogsweat the hands."
"Do they use it for any other purpose?" | enquitaahd is anything born in it?" "Every created thinige replied,
"uses it, but invisibly. All things owe their birtb it, and live in it. Nothing is, properly speagi in it, though itself
mingles with all things. It can be improved by riathbut the fruit of the Solar trees without whitis of no use in
this work." | was going to ask him to speak moraimdlyy when he began to cry out in such a loud vthed | awoke
out of my sleep, and Saturn and the hope of gettipgjuestions answered vanished together. Be deaten
nevertheless, with what | have told you, and be $hat it is impossible to speak more clearly.déiylo not
understand what | have said, you will never gragpwriting of other philosophers. After a whildell into another
deep sleep, in which | saw Neptune standing overcorggratulating me on our happy meeting in thed@aof the
Hesperides. He held up to me a mirror, in whicaw she whole of Nature unveiled. After we had exded a few
remarks, | thanked him for conducting me to thiauigul garden, and introducing me to the compain$aiurn;
and | heartily besought him to resolve for me tliicdities and doubts which Saturn had left uncésh "For
instance," | said, " | have read and believe thatfery act of generation a male and a femaleegyeired; and yet
Saturn spoke of generation by placing the Solar iinithe water, or Mercury of the Sages. Whathitdmean? As
the lord of the sea, | know that you are acquaimtitd these things, and | entreat of you to answer' He said,
"What you say about the act of generation is tamel yet you know that worms are produced in a iffeway
from quadrupeds, namely by putrefaction and theepta earth in which this putrefaction occurs isiféne. In our
substance the Mother is the water of which so ninachbeen said, and its offspring is produced bsefattion,
after the manner of worms. Hence the Sages dakiPhoenix and Salamander. Its generation isuarezsion
rather than a birth, and for this reason it is imaloor indestructible Now, whatsoever is conceieétivo bodies is
subject to the law of death; but the life of thigifis a separation from all that is corruptibleoat it. It is the same
with the Phoenix, which separates of itself frodbrruptible body." | enquired whether the substanas
compound in its nature. "No," he said, "there ify¢he Solar fruit that is put into the water whigtust be to the
fruit in the proportion of ten to one. Believe tliat was here revealed to you in a dream by Satfien the
manner of our island, is not a dream, but a brigality which will stand the test of broad daylightvith these
words he abruptly left me, without listening to fayther questions; and | awoke and found myseitfaahe in
Europe. My God shew to you, gentle reader, theifitdirpretation of my dreams! Farewell!

To the Triune God be Praise and Glory!
A Dialogue between Mercury, the Alchemists, and Nate

On a certain bright morning a number of Alchemiatt together in a meadow, and consulted as todbeviay of
preparing the Philosopher's Stone. It was arratiggtdthey should speak in order, and each afteménener that
seemed best to him. Most of them agreed that Mgneas the first substance. Others said, no, itsudghur, or
something else. These Alchemists had read the lafdke Sages, and hence there was a decided tyajofavour
of Mercury, not only as the true first matter, buparticular as the first matter of metals, siatiehe philosophers
seemed to cry with one voice: "O our Mercury, owsrblry," &c., whatever that word might mean. Jissthe
dispute began to run high, there arose a violentlwihich dispersed the Alchemists into all theed#ht countries
of the world -- and as they had arrived at no aasioh, each one went on seeking the Philosophens$ his
own old way, this one expecting to find it in ondbstance, and that in another, so that the seachdntinued
without intermission even unto this day. One ohth@owever, had at least got the idea into his tieatdMercury
was the substance of the Stone, and determinezhttentrate all his efforts on the chemical prepanadf Mercury
saying to himself, for this kind of discourse isyweommon among Alchemists, that the assembly ledekchined
nothing, and that the dispute would end only whié ¢onfection of the Stone. So he began reading/tinks of the
philosophers, and among others that of Alanus orciMg, whereby he became a philosopher indeedhditubne
who had reached any practical conclusion. Themblke fcommon) Mercury and began to work with it. placed it
in a glass vessel over the fire, where it, of cepevaporated. So in his ignorance he struck His avid said "No
one but you has entered my laboratory; you must taken my Mercury out of the vessel." The womaith tears,
protested her innocence. The Alchemist put someivtarcury into the vessel, and kept close and jsaleatch
over it, expecting that his wife would once morekmaway with it. The Mercury rose to the top of Wessel in
vaporous steam. Then the Alchemist was full of Jmsgause he remembered that the first substaribe &tone is
described by the Sages as volatile; and he thahghhow at last he must be on the right tracknb began to
subject the Mercury to all sorts of chemical preess to sublime it, and to calcine it with all manaof things, with
salts, sulphur, metals, minerals, blood, hair, dquigs, herbs, urine, and vinegar. All these sabsés were tried in
succession, everything that he could think of wiaslt but without producing the desired effect.iSgé¢hat he had



still accomplished nothing, the poor man once ni@gan to take thought with himself. At last he rethered
reading in some authors that the matter was se@owpitble that it is found on the dung hill; andrthe began to
operate on his Mercury with various kinds of duvithen all these experiments turned out failuredehénto a
deep sleep, and there appeared to him an old ntamelicited from him the cause of his sadness,baad him use
the pure Mercury of the Sages. When the Alchemistka he pondered over the words of the old man, and
wondered what he could mean by "the Mercury ofShges". But he could think of no other Mercury thatt
known to the common herd, and went on with hisregfto purge it; for which purpose he used, fils¢, excrements
of animals, then those of children, and at lasbla. He also went every day to the place wher®lthenan had
appeared to him, in the hope that he might be taldesk him for a more detailed explanation of hesanming. At
times, he would pretend to be asleep; and becauighght that the old man might be afraid to céoneim in his
waking hours, he would swear to him, and say: "Beafraid to come, old man | am most certainly egleSee, my
eyes are tightly shut". At length, from always #iimg about that old man, he fell into a fever, amdlis delirious
visions he at last saw a phantom in the guiseaifdahcient standing at his bedside, and heard &yi3o not
despair, my friend. Your mercury is good, and ysuivstance is good, but it will not obey you. Whyydao not
charm the mercury, as serpents are charmed? "thisththe old man vanished. But the Alchemist arosth these
words still ringing in his ears: "Serpents are aoed" -- and recollecting that apothecaries ornartresit mercury
bottles with images of serpents, he took up theelesith the mercury, and repeated the formulaoofuration "ux,
ux, ostas," etc., substituting the word mercurytfier name of the serpent: "And thou mercury, mefnous
beast." At these words the Mercury began to laagt,said to the Alchemist "Why dost thou trouble mg Lord
Alchemist?"

Alchemist: Oho, do you call me your lord? Now | have touckied home. | have found a bit to bridle you with;
wait a little, and you shall soon sing the tund thzid you (Then as his courage increased, ha aiayrily): |
conjure you by the living God -- are you not thagreury of the Sages?

Mercury: (pretending to speak in a whimpering and frightetame of voice): Master, | am Mercury.

Alchemist: Why would you not obey me then ? Why could | riotybu?

Mercury: Oh, most high and mighty Master, | implore yowspare your miserable slave! | did not know that you
were such a potent philosopher.

Alchemist: Oh, could you not guess as much from the philosapkvay in which | operated on you?

Mercury: | did so, most high and mighty Master, but | widhie hide myself, though now | see that | canndehi
myself from my most potent Lord.

Alchemist: Then you know a philosopher when you see himpaswypw do, my gallant?

Mercury: My most high Lord, | see, and to my own great cthett your Worship is a high and mighty and most
potent philosopher.

Alchemist: (with a smile of satisfaction): Now at last | hdeeind what | sought (To the Mercury, in awful teraf
thunder): Now mind that you obey me, else it wélthe worse for you.

Mercury: Gladly, Master, if | can for | am very weak.

Alchemist: Oho, do you begin to make excuses already?

Mercury: No, but | am very languid.

Alchemist: What is the matter with you?

Mercury: An Alchemist is the matter with me.

Alchemist: Are you laughing at me, you false rogue?

Mercury: Oh, no, no, Master, as God shall spare me, | spbka Alchemist - you are a philosopher.
Alchemist: Of course, of course, that is quite true. But wdidtthe Alchemist do?

Mercury: Oh Master, he has done me a thousand wrongs;laledoeed and mixed me up with all manner of
disagreeable and contradictory things, which harieped me of all my powers and so | am sick, ewcedeath.
Alchemist: You deserved such treatment, because you wouldlbet.

Mercury: | never yet disobeyed a philosopher, but | caimedpy laughing at fools.

Alchemist: And what is your opinion of me?

Mercury: Oh, Master your Worship is a great man, and mighijosopher, greater by far than Hermes, both in
doctrine and wisdom.

Alchemist: Well, | won't praise myself, but | certainly anhe@rned man. My wife says so, too. She always cadls
a profoundly learned philosopher.

Mercury: | quite believe you. For philosophers are men whoonmuch learning and thought have made mad.
Alchemist: Tell me, what am | to do with you? How am | to raalou into the Philosopher's Stone?

Mercury: Oh, my master philosopher, that | cannot tell. Yaoe a philosopher, | am the philosopher's humbhees
Whatever he wishes to make me, | become, as fewyasature will allow.



Alchemist: This is all very fine, but | repeat that you mtedt me how to treat you, and whether you can bextha
Philosopher's Stone.

Mercury: Mr. Philosopher, if you know, you can make it, angbu don't you can't. From me you cannot learn
anything with which you have been unacquainted reéfand.

Alchemist: You talk to me as to a simple person. Perhapsigonot know that | have lived at the courts of grea
princes, and have always been regarded as a wvafigupid philosopher.

Mercury: | readily believe you, my Master for the filth ydur brilliant experiments still cleaves to me.
Alchemist: Tell me then, are you the Mercury of the Sages?

Mercury: | am Mercury, but you should know best, whethaml the Mercury of you philosophers.

Alchemist: Tell me only whether you are the true Mercury dether there is another?

Mercury: | am Mercury, but there is also another.

With these words the Mercury vanished. The Alchéstisuts and calls aloud, but there is no answelas he is
fain to derive some little comfort from the though&t he has had speech of Mercury and therefost beuvery
dear to it. With this thought he once more setsshifrto sublime, distil, calcine, precipitate, atidsolve the
Mercury in the most awful manner, and with differsarts of waters. But his efforts turned out fegk and mere
waste of time. Then he began to curse Mercury afdaispheme Nature for creating it. When naturechtas, she
called Mercury to her, and asked him what he hagkdo the Alchemist, and why he would not obey hercury
humbly protested his innocence. Nature admonisiraddiobey the Sons of Knowledge who sought to kinew
Mercury promised that he would do so, but addedthdr Nature who can satisfy fools?" Nature smised]
departed. Mercury indignant with our Alchemistureied also to his own place. The philosopher ptgsappeared
with some excrements of swine, and was proceedipdytMercury therewith, when the latter thus wfally
accosted him: "What do you want of me, you foolAMild you accuse me?"

Alchemist: Are you he whom | so much desire to see?

Mercury: | am; but blind people cannot behold me.

Alchemist: | am not blind.

Mercury: You are as blind as a new-born puppy. You caneetysurself: how then should you be able to see me?
Alchemist: Oh, now you are proud and despise me becausak spenbly. Perhaps you do not know that | have
lived at the courts of princes, and have alwayslwadled a philosopher?

Mercury: The gates of princes stand wide for fools; andl tihey that fare sumptuously in the palaces ofjtieat. |
quite believe that you have been at court.

Alchemist: You are, undoubtedly, the Devil, and not a gooaddey, if you speak like that to philosophers.
Mercury: Now, in confidence, tell me whether you are acaigai with any philosophers.

Alchemist: Do you ask this of me, when you are aware that hayself a philosopher?

Mercury: (smiling): Behold the Philosopher! Well, my phitggher, what do you seek, and what would your have?
Alchemist: The Philosopher's Stone.

Mercury: Of what substance would you make it?

Alchemist: Of our Mercury.

Mercury: Oh, my philosopher, then | had better go: for Ir@ahyours!

Alchemist: You are none but the Devil, and wish to lead meags

Mercury: Well, my philosopher, | think | may return the goliment: you have played the very devil with me.
Alchemist: Oh, what do | hear? This is most certainly theiD&or | have done everything most scientifically,
according to the writings of the Sages.

Mercury: Truly, you are a wonderful operator; your perfontes exceed your knowledge by as much as they defy
the authorities which you have in your books. Faytsay that substances should be mixed only wiistances of
a kindred nature. But you have mixed me, againstifdawith dung and other foul things, and areffedént about
defiling yourself so long as you can torture me.

Alchemist: | do nothing against Nature: | only sow the seaeilsi own proper earth, according to the teachinhe
Sages.

Mercury: You sow me in dung; at the time of the harvestrish, and you reap dung. Verily, you are a good
husbandman!

Alchemist: Yet the Sages say that their substance is fourtdeodungphill.

Mercury: What they say is true, but you understand onlyidtter, and not the spirit of their injunctions.
Alchemist: Now | see that you are perhaps Mercury. But aswiitnot obey me, | must once more repeat the
words of conjuration: Ux, ux, ostas ----

Mercury: (laughing): It is of no use, my friend; your wora® as profitable as your works.

Alchemist: They say true when they call you a wonderful arobinstant and volatile substance.



Mercury: You call me inconstant. But to the constant | ds0 @onstant, and to the man of fixed resolve, | am
fixed. But you, and the likes of you, are contifpabandoning one substance for another, and arevagabonds
in experiment.

Alchemist: Tell me truly, are you the Mercury which, sidedigle with sulphur and salt, the philosophers dbscri
as the first principle of all things, or must | lofor some other substance?

Mercury: The fruit, when it falls, lies near the tree thate it. | am the same that | was except in thaenaf age.
In the beginning | was young, and | remained sloag as | was alone. Now, | am old, and yet | asmmgame as
ever. | am only older than | was.

Alchemist: | am glad that you are old. For it is a constart fixed substance that | require, and this als@ ha
invariably sought.

Mercury: Itis in vain that you come to the old man whono yiid not know as a youth.

Alchemist: What is this you say ? Did | not know you when yegre young? Have | not subjected you to all
manner of chemical processes, and shall | noticoatio do so till | have prepared the Philosopl&ise?
Mercury: Woe is me! What shall | do? | already scent thé émlour of dung. Woe is me! | beseech you Master
Philosopher, not to ply me with excrements of swinthe foul smell will drive me hence. And what reao you
want of me? Am | not obedient ? Do | not minglehnatl things that you ask me to amalgamate with? bat
suffer myself to be sublimated, precipitated, amaigted, calcined? What more can | do ? | have dtduhib be
scourged and spat upon till my miserable plighthhigove a heart of stone. | have given you milkpll, flesh,
butter, oil, and water. | have done all that anyaher mineral can do. And yet you have no pityno&l Woe is me !
Alchemist: Oho, it does you no harm, you rascal, you desierderichly, for not changing your form, or for
resuming the old form after a mere temporary change

Mercury: | do whatsoever you make me do. If you make medypl am a body. If you make me powder, | am
powder. How can | be more obedient than | am ?

Alchemist: Tell me, then, what you are in your centre, andlinot torment you any more.

Mercury: | see there is no escape from speaking fundanhgitdajou. If you will, you may now understand me.
With my form which you see you have nothing to bly.centre is the fixed heart of all things, immdsad all-
pervading. | am a faithful servant to my masted araithful friend to my companions, whom | do detert, and
with whom | perish. | am an immortal body. | dieevhl am slain, but rise to stand before the juddgreeat of a
discriminating judge.

Alchemist: Are you then the Philosopher's Stone?

Mercury: My mother is such, and of her is born artificiadlyme one thing -- but my brother who lives in ¢headel
has in his gift that which the Sage desires.

Alchemist: Tell me, is your age great ?

Mercury: My mother bore me yet | am older than my mother.

Alchemist: How in all the world am | to understand you if yaswer my questions in dark parables? Tell me in
one word, are you that fountain concerning whichn@ed Count of Trevisan, has written?

Mercury: | am no fountain but | am water, and the founsairrounds me.

Alchemist: Since-you are water, is gold dissolved in you?

Mercury: Whatever is with me, | love; and to that whiclb@n with me | impart nourishment. That which i&ea
| cover with my wings.

Alchemist: | see plainly that it is impossible to talk to y&hatever | ask you, your reply is foreign to geent. If
you do not answer my questions better, | will toningou again.

Mercury: Have pity on me. Master, | will gladly tell you &know.

Alchemist: Tell me are you afraid of the fire?

Mercury: | myself am fire.

Alchemist: Why then do you seek to escape from the fire?

Mercury: Because my spirit loves the spirit of the firegd atcompanies it wherever it goes.

Alchemist: Where do you go when you ascend with the fire?

Mercury: Every pilgrim looks anxiously towards his counsryd his home. When he has returned unto these he
reposes, and he always comes back wiser thanthe lef

Alchemist: Do you return, then?

Mercury: Yes, but in another form.

Alchemist: | do not understand what you mean, nor yet abmifite.

Mercury: If any one knows the fire of my heart; he has dbanfire (proper heat) is my food; and the loniper
spirit of my heart feeds on fire, the fatter wilbe: its death is afterwards the life of all thérigelonging to my
kingdom.



Alchemist: Are you great?

Mercury: My body, as you must know, can become one dropbatthousand drops, and, though | am always one,
you can divide my body as often as you like. Butspiyit, or heart, always produces many thousafgsus out of
one part.

Alchemist: How is this to be brought about? After what marsteyuld my operation be performed on you?
Mercury: | am fire within, fire is my food and my life; bthe life of fire is air, for without air fire isxéinguished.
Fire is stronger than air; hence | know not anysep and crude air can neither coagulate nor nestra. Add air to
air, so that both become one in even balance; amthem with fire, and leave the whole to time.

Alchemist: What will happen then?

Mercury: Everything superfluous will be removed. The resigou burn in fire, place in water "cook," and wiien
is cooked you give as a medicine, and have no fear.

Alchemist: You do not answer my questions. Wife, bring therements of swine, and we will see whether we can
get the better of his stubbornness.

In his utmost extremity, Mercury called in the hefpNature, amidst much lamentation and mourningy threse
threats of our admirable Alchemist. He impeachedilankless operator; Nature trusts her son Meyeumngm she
knows to be true and faithful and comes full of thro the Alchemist, calling him imperiously befdrer.
Alchemist: Who calls me?

Nature: What are you doing to my son, arch-fool that yoePa/Nhy do you torment him? He is willing to giveuy
every blessing, if you can understand him.

Alchemist: Who dares to rebuke so great a philosopher, andrawithal so excellent as | am?

Nature: O fool, and of all men most insensate, | know we all philosophers, and am loved of them. | take
pleasure in aiding their efforts, and they helptmdo that which | am unable to accomplish. But gotcalled
Alchemists are constantly offending me, and systiealyy doing despite to me; and this is the reasby all your
efforts are doomed to failure.

Alchemist: It is not true. I, too, am a philosopher, and ustind scientific methods of procedure. | havediwgth
several princes, and with more than one philosq@temy wife can testify. Moreover, | possess ist\ibry
moment a manuscript which has lain hidden for soemuries in a certain wall. | know very well tham almost
at the end of my labours, and am on the point affusing the Philosopher's Stone; for it was revkdane a few
days ago in a dream. | have had a great many dreemdo | ever dream anything untrue; my wife ksatv
Nature: It is with you as with a great many of your fellavat first they know everything, but in the endith
knowledge turns to ignorance.

Alchemist: If you are truly Nature, it is you who serve foetoperation of the work.

Nature: That is true; but it is performed only by thoseoMmow me, and such do not torment my children,dwor
they hinder my working. Rather they clear awayithpediments, that | may the sooner reach the goal.
Alchemist: That is exactly what | do.

Nature: No; you do nothing but cross me, and deal withamidren against my will. Where you should revivaly
kill; where you should fix, you sublime; where yshiould calcine, you distil; and thus my obediemt Btercury
you torment in the most fearful manner.

Alchemist: Then I will in future deal with him gently, andlgact him only to gradual coction.

Nature: That is well, if you possess understanding; otlewyou will ruin only yourself and your possessiolf
you act in opposition to my commands, you hurt gelfrmore than him.

Alchemist: But how am | to make the Philosopher's Stone?

Nature: That question does not justify your ill treatmehtmy son. Know that | have many sons and daughteic
that | am swift to succour those who seek me, piedithey are worthy.

Alchemist: But who is that Mercury?

Nature: Know that | have only one such son, he is onewés, and the first among them; and though hevsaib
things, he was at first only one. In him are tharfelements, yet he is not an element. He is é,spé#t he has a
body; a man, yet he performs a woman's part: aymiyhe bears a man's weapons; a beast, and hiasttbe wings
of a bird. He is poison, yet he cures leprosy; ft he kills all things, a King, but another opi@s his throne; he
flees from the fire, yet fire is taken from him; isewater, but does not wet the hands; he is eanithyet he is sown;
he is air, and lives by water.

Alchemist: Now | see that | know nothing; only | must not say For | should lose the good opinion of my
neighbours, and they would no longer entrust ma wibney for my experiments. | must therefore geaying that
| know everything; for there are many that expeettmdo great things for them.

Nature: But if you go on in that way, your neighbours vaitllast find you out, and demand their money back.
Alchemist: | must amuse them with promises, as long as | can.



Nature: And what then?

Alchemist: | will try different experiments; and if they fall will go to some other country, and live the sslife
there.

Nature: And then?

Alchemist: Ha, ha, ha ! There are many countries, and maegdyrpersons who will suffer themselves to be dulle
by my promises of mountains of gold. Thus day feillow day, and in the meantime the King or the kinwill

die, or I myself. Nature: Such philosophers arg diblfor the gallows. Be off, and take with you nrmpost grievous
curse. The best thing that you can do, is to goagrself up to the King's officers, who will quickput an end to you
and your philosophy!

Sendivogius - The New Chemical Light

Concerning Sulphur. [Transcribed by Jerry Bujas.]
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SECOND PART
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The Author's Anagram:
Angelus Doce Mihi Jus (Angel, Teach me Right.)
PREFACE

As | am not at liberty to write more plainly thdretAncient Sages, gentle Reader, you may possibtidsatisfied

with my Book, particularly as you have so many ofbiglosophical treatises ready to your hand. But gnay be

sure that no necessity is laid upon me to writgllagnd that if | have come forward it is only adtlove to you,

having no expectation of personal profit, and nsirgefor empty glory, for which reason | here rafras | have
before done, from revealing my identity to the pabl was under the impression that in the firstt jpd this work |
had already given a lucid account of our whole Brit my friends tell me that there is one pointhwithich | have

not yet fully dealt, and vehemently urge me to evtftis second treatise about Sulphur. The questjomhether

even this Book will convey any information to onefdre whom the writings of the Sages and the Opmrkf
Nature are exhibited in vain. For if you could inel your ear to the teaching of Nature you wouldrate be able to
emancipate yourself from the tutelage of printellinees; in my opinion it is better to learn from thester himself

than from one of the disciples.

In the preface to my twelve Treatises, and agathértwelfth chapter, | have already hinted atrdason why there
is now so great a multitude of books on this subjbat they confound and hinder the student imstddelping
him. The confusion is rendered worse confoundethbyll-will of the Sages, who seem to have settoepaper for
the express purpose of concealing their meanindjpgrihe carelessness with which some of the nmopaitant
volumes are copied and printed; the sense of aenpedsage is often hopelessly obscured by the@udit
omission of one little word (e.g., the additiontleé word "not" in the wrong place). Yet the studewaty get
information even from these books (as the bee mbtadney even from poisonous flowers), if he rehdm by the
light of natural fact, and with constant referetméhe utterances of other Sages. One writer explanother. Yet
some of them are so closely beset with the diffieslof an obscure phraseology, that it is almogtissible to
understand them, except by reading them side leywith the facts of Nature; for their interpretarsd
commentators are more hopelessly unintelligiblendban the writers whom they take upon themselvexplain;
the exposition is more difficult than the textytfu would succeed in this study, keep your eyesdfian the
possibilities of Nature, and on the propertieshef matural substance. It is universally descriteedosanmon and
easy of access and apprehension, and it is sonbuto those who know it. He who knows it can diger it in the
dunghill; he who does not will fail to find it evém gold | have no desire to praise myself, bug tie thing | will
say, that the reading of my Books, in combinatidth\a careful study of Nature, and of the writirgther
genuine possessors of this Stone, must in the ped @p to you the understanding of this secréth#ve planted
another tree in the dense forest of Alchemistarditure, | have done so, not in order to obstheptath of students,
but in order to aid and refresh them by the way.nc¢ the diligent and God-fearing enquirer desgahe seek the



inspiration of God he will most surely find it. Bhknowledge is more easily obtained of God thame. For His
mercy is infinite, and He never forsakes those phiotheir trust in Him; with Him there is no respe€ persons,
nor does He despise the humble and contrite Hdarthas showered the fulness of His mercy even qritree
unworthiest of all His creatures, in shewing to ltie wonderful power and ineffable goodness, whiaml utterly
unable to declare. The only way in which | cara ismall degree, at least prove my gratitude, isuzgouring my
struggling brother students with friendly counsadl assistance. Rest assured, then, gentle RelhaeHd will grant
this boon to you, if you wait upon Him day by daifhwearnest prayer, and in the power of a holylamihg life.
He will throw open to you the portals of Naturedamu will be amazed at the simplicity of her openas. Know
for certain that Nature is wonderfully simple; ahdt the characteristic mark of a childlike simjjids stamped
upon all that is true and noble in Nature. If yoouhd imitate Nature, you should take her simplid¢ay your model
in all the operations of Art. If my Book does nd¢gse you, throw it away, and take up some otheroayit is
short, so that you need not spend much time inmgatthrough. Only persevere: to the importuriatecker the
door will at length be opened. The times are atlhalnen many secrets of Nature will be revealed ¢én.rihe
Fourth or Northern Monarchy is about to be esthblis the Mother of Knowledge will soon come; anchynthings
will be brought to light that were hidden under theee preceding monarchies. This fourth kingdord @@l found
by the hand of a prince who will be enriched willhvatues, and endowed with wisdom greater thaat tf
Solomon. In his time (to adopt the words of thelf&t) mercy and truth will meet together; peacd prstice will
kiss each other; truth will spring up from the gnduand righteousness will look down from heavdrer€ will be
one Shepherd and one fold; and knowledge will bectimmon property of all. For those days I, too veaiting
with longing. Pray to God that it may come soomttpeReader. Fear Him, love Him, and- read cargthié books
of His chosen Sages-and you will soon see, anditetith your own eyes, that | have spoken truly.
CONCERNING SULPHUR
The Second Principle SULPHUR is by no means th&t iegportant of the great principles, since it jsaat of the
metals and even a principal part of the Philosopl&tione. Many Sages have left us weighty sayibgateahis
substance: for instance, Geber himself ("Sum ofelégon," bk. I, chap. 28), who says: " It ilumimall bodies,
since it is the light of the light, and their tinot." But seeing that the ancients regarded hasbblest principle,
before we proceed to speak about it, we mustdiptain the origin of the three principles. Thegariof the
principles is a subject which has hitherto beensiantily discussed in the works of the Sages;th@dtudent who
knows nothing about it, is as much in the darkeigard to this matter, as is a blind man in resgecoblour. |
therefore propose to make this point which my pcedsors have neglected, the subject of my treatise.
Now, according to the ancient Sages there are timgiples of things, and more particularly of metalamely,
Sulphur and Mercury; according to the Moderns tlaeeethree: Salt, Sulphur, and Mercury, and thecsoof these
principles are the elements; of which it therefoeloves us to speak first. Be it known to the sitglef this art that
there are four elements, and that each has arntsecanother element which makes it what it iseSEhare the four
pillars of the world. They were in the beginningkred and moulded out of chaos by the hand of fleaiGr; and it
is their contrary action which keeps up the harmang equilibrium of the mundane machinery; it isythvhich,
through the virtue of celestial influences, prodatiehings above and beneath the earth. We wjllasiew words
about each of them in due order of successionfiesicf all about the nearest element, Earth.
Concerning Elementary Earth
Earth is an element of considerable quality anditiigIn this element the other three, especiatly, fare latent. It is
admirably adapted both to the concealment andetoninifestation of things committed to it. It i®gs and porous.
specifically heavy, but naturally light. It is al#te Centre of the World and of the other elemahtsugh its centre
passes the axis of the earth to both poles. lbieys, as we have said, like a sponge, and prochatemg of itself;
but it receives all that the other three projeta ity conscientiously conceals what it should higled brings to light
that which it should manifest. Whatsoever is cortedito it putrefies in it through the action of imetheat, and is
multiplied by the separation of the pure from timpure. Heavy substances are hidden in it. Lighstultes are
driven by heat to its surface. It is the nurse wndhb of all seed and commixtion; and these seedsampounds it
faithfully preserves and fosters till the seasomaturity. It is cold and dry, but its drynessespered with water;
outwardly it is visible and fixed; inwardly it isvisible and volatile. It is a virgin substancedatead residue of the
creative distillation of the world, which God wilhe day calcine, and after extracting the humaegte out of it a
new crystalline earth. In its present state it exin®f a pure and an impure element. The firas&d by water for
producing natural forms; the latter remains wherg. ilt is also the storehouse of all treasured, ia its centre is
the Gehennal fire, conserving the machine of thddyand this by the expression of water, whictoitverts into
air. This fire is produced by perpetual motion, #imelinfluences of the Stars; it is aided by th&aSbeat, which is
tempered by the atmosphere, and the two togetheerrenéne growth of all things. For this reasonefeEment of
earth has fire intrinsically, and the earth is fiedi by this inward fire, as every element is pgadfby that which is



in it. The inmost part, or centre of the earththisn the highest purity mixed with fire, in whidiete is ceaseless
motion, and we have shewn at some length in thivéwEreatises that it is, as it were, an empty epaato which
the other elements project their products. It isugih for us to remember that this elementary éattike a sponge,
and the receptacle of all other elements.
Concerning Elementary Water
Water is an element of great specific gravity, &flunctuous moisture. Outwardly it is volatile iarly it is fixed,
cold, and humid It is tempered by air, and is fhers) of the world, in which the seed of all thingsonserved.
There is a great difference between sperm and &eeth is the receptacle of sperm, water the recépbf seed.
Whatever the air, under the influence of fire, iishto the water, is imparted by the water to ¢laeth. There is
always an abundance of sperm awaiting seed, i tindeit may carry it into the matrix, which isrf@rmed by the
movement of the air, excited by the imaginatiofiirgf. Sometimes sperm has not a sufficient quawfityeed, for
want of heat to digest it Sometimes, when thermiseed, the sperm enters the womb alone, butdtegj again
without producing any fruit. At other times condeptdoes not take place, even when there is pleintged in the
sperm, because the womb is rendered barren byeafluity of bad sulphur and malignant phlegm. Wasetapable
of commixtion with all things, by means of its vila surface; it purifies and dissolves earth;igicongealed in it,
and thus intimately united to it. It is the Solvefthe World, because by the action of heat, litgteates the air, and
carries with it a warm vapour which causes the nahiyeneration of those things with which the egstlike a
womb impregnated. When the womb has once receidke gortion of seed, Nature never rests untihéteral
form (whatever it may be) has been produced. Tingidhuesidue, or sperm, is putrefied in the eartimaans of
warmth, and out of it worms and other things aneegated. An intelligent Artist will readily undeastd how great a
variety of wonders is performed by Nature througjk element, as a sperm, but the said sperm muzgtdrated
upon, having already within it an imagined astesdd of a certain weight. For Nature produces thirgs by
means of the first putrefaction, but things fargrlsy means of the second, as you see in the tagsod, where
vegetable fibre is produced as the result of tle fiutrefaction, while the putrefaction of woodyenders worms
and insects-natural forms endowed with sentieat &ihd it is clear that animate creatures endowtdsgnse and
motion belong to a higher creative level, and acelladed of a purer substance than plants.
Water is the menstruum (solvent) of the world, aridts in three degrees of excellence: the puesptiner, and the
purest. Of its purest substance the heavens weated!; of that which is less pure the atmosphériwas formed,;
that which is simply pure remains in its properesgh where, by the Will of God, and the co-operatbNature, it
is guardian of all subtle substances here belohadtits centre in the heart of the sea; its pmiar coincides with
that of the earth, whence flow forth all springs dountains of water, which are presently swolleto igreat rivers.
This constant movement of water preserves the &amth combustion, and distributes the seeds ofythin
throughout its length and breadth. Yet all watarrses return to the heart of the sea. As to thmaie fate of this
water opinions are divided. Some say that all wigtgenerated in the stars, and the sea does adtaw its shores
because the water is consumed by fire as it reabbdseart of the sea. But this hypothesis is eoptio Nature's
methods of working: Nature produces like out o&l#and how can the stars, which are air and fiegyce water?
Moreover, the safety of this earth depends on ¢fdlibrium of the four elements; if at any time ttegal quantity of
one element exceeded that of the others, the waweould relapse into chaos. Hence, if the stanergéed water,
they must manifestly produce an equal quantityamby of air and fire, but also of earth-which ismifastly absurd.
It is much more reasonable to suppose that thersvate chained down, as it were, to the foundaifdhe earth by
the circumambient air, and that they are constthingit to continue in a ceaseless movement towidnelé\rctic
pole-because no vacuum is possible in Nature; wikielfso the reason why there is a Gehennal fitedrcentre of
the earth, which is presided over by the Archelos first principle) of Nature. For in the creatiointhe world God
first of all separated the quintessence of the etémfrom the weltering mass of chaos; and outldéievolved
fire, the purest of all substances, giving to & thost exalted place in the universe, and makjng & special
manner, the dwelling-place of His Sacred Majestythe centre of chaos was kindled that fire whitteravards
distilled and carried upward the purest substafiegater But because this most pure fire now ocaufie
firmament, and surrounds the throne of God, thergdtave been condensed into a body beneath ithaadhe
sky is formed, while the water which now forms gimospheric air and the lower firmament is duéhdction of
a lower and grosser fire As the water of the firrmahtannot pass the bounds of that highest andtizlére, so
the lower fire cannot pass through the atmosplarito the earth; nor can the air pass the bouhtlsolower fire
The water and the earth were formed together intoayganic mass Only one part of this water waatilized into
air, in order to protect the earth from the fieacel consuming heat of the sun If there had beetaum in the air,
all the water would have evaporated; but as theespalow the firmament is already filled up with, #ine great
bulk of the water is kept below, near the centréhefearth, by the pressure of the air These rlataralitions
continue to operate day by day, and through treimal action the world will be preserved from destion during



the good pleasure of the Creator The central itéridled day by day by the universal motion arfthénce of the
celestial bodies This fire heats the water andricequantity of the water is dissolved into #ire air day by day
keeps down by its weight the residue of the wated, causes it to form one mass with the earth Arttiex
equilibrium of the world is thus naturally preseivgy the Creator, so every natural generative mooethe world
must repeat the same conditions on a small scale ffte elements below act in perfect unison wighelements
above, which God created of a far greater purity excellence, and the example of obedience to ithibilences,
which is set by the whole universe, is imitatedasmall scale by the constituent parts of the woeldw But let us
now proceed to explain the flux and reflux of wakéere are two Poles-the Arctic Pole in the naatid the
Antarctic Pole, or the southernmost point of thele@he Arctic Pole possesses the property of niagatraction;
the Antarctic Pole that of magnetic repulsion TthesArctic Pole attracts the waters along its aigl then they are
again repelled by the Antarctic Pole along its aai®l, as the air does not permit inequality, thesyonce more
forced back to their centre, the Arctic Pole Irsttiieir continual course from the Arctic to the @nactic Pole, they
pass through the middle (i.e., along the axishefdarth, are diffused through its pores, and boe&kere and there
as springs and fountains, which are swollen inters, and return to the Point whence they firsvéld forth This
universal motion is incessantly proceeding The wgaieen, are not generated by the stars and comsumtiee heart
of the sea; but they flow forth from the centretaf sea into the whole earth, and are diffusedutitrall its pores
On this principle the Sages have constructed comidnd aqueducts since it is well known that weaemot rise
higher than the level of its spring or fount Ifghirere not an actual fact, art would vainly foutsdpractical
conclusions upon it; and the natural principle imed is illustrated in the process by means of Whigne is drawn
out of a cask.
It may be objected to our view that if the wateoaf springs were derived from the sea, it woulddle and not
sweet, as we actually find it to be The answehi® @bjection lies in the fact that the sea wateits passage
through the pores of the earth, gradually depadlithe salt which it contains, and thus wells fidirom the ground
in a sweet and fresh condition It should, howekerremembered that some of our springs-called aiioersaline
springs-actually do exhibit all the original sakeeof the sea water which has not passed throuthesdculated to
retain its mineral element In some places we alsetwith hot springs, which are caused by the ggsehthe
water through certain spots where large deposissiphur have been set afire by the central hetiteoarth; every
one who has tasted this water must have observadlpphureous flavour Something closely analog@aypéns
when the water passes through large deposits mf @roalum! or copper, and acquires their tastesTtha earth IS a
great distilling vessel, formed by the hand of krnvese Creator, on the model of which all Sagegeheonstructed
their small distilling vessels; and if it pleasedd2o extinguish the central fire, or to destrdyg tunning
machinery, this universal frame would relapse @ftaos. At the end of time, He will kindle the Cahfire into a
brighter flame, will cause all the water to evaperavill calcine the earth-and thus the earth dedwater will be
rendered more subtle and pure, and will form a aed/more glorious earth The operations of the earththe
water are always performed in combination, andhawtually dependent, since they are the two tangildments, in
which the other two work invisibly. Fire keeps #wrth from being submerged, or dissolved; air kélepgire from
being extinguished; water preserves the earth frombustion. This is what the Sages call the equilib of the
elements, and it illustrates the aid which theydegrio each other. Fire is closely associated &atfth, and air with
water. It will suffice if we remember that elementavater is the sperm and menstruum of the worid, the
receptacle of seed.
Concerning Elementary Air
The most noble element of air is inwardly heavgijble, and fixed, outwardly light, volatile, andsisible. It is hot
and moist, Is tempered by fire, and is nobler tharth or water. Air is volatile, but may be fixead when fixed,
renders all bodies penetrable. Its purest substaaedeen formed into the vital spirits of anim#iat which is less
pure into the circumambient atmosphere, and thesgraesidue has remained in the water, and atsoeiith it as
fire with its kindred earth. In the air the seedabbfthings is formed, as it were, in the bodyle# male, and is
projected by its circulative motion into its spenwhich is water. It contains the vital spirit of ateatures, is the life
of all, and penetrates and forces its seed uppasthe man does upon the woman. It nourishesegnptes,
conserves the other elements; and we are taugidilyyexperience that it is the life not only ofmarals, animals,
and vegetables, but also of the other elementss&¥ehat water becomes foul and unwholesome withsupply
of fresh air; without it fire is extinguished-asvigll known to Alchemists who regulate the tempamabf their fire
by the supply of air. Air is also that which conses the pores of the earth. In short, the wholgarse is kept fresh
and sweet by air, and it is the vital element ohpi@east, plant, and stone. It contains the seadl tifings which is
forced up, into vegetables for instance, throughpbres of the earth by the action of fire, and tine tree is built
up atom by atom out of the vital element of congealir. This vital force has remained in it eveicsithe time
when the Spirit of Life brooded over the watersghe air. The magnetic power of life which air undtadly



possesses, was put into it by God at the Creadisthe magnet attracts to itself hard steel, artti@#\rctic Pole
attracts to itself the water, so the air, by meafrthe vegetable magnet which is in the seed, dtawtself the

nutriment of the menstruum of the world (which iater). This power of attracting water is in a derfzart (viz.,
the 280th part) of all seed. If, then, any one wd# a cunning planter of trees, he should take toaturn the point
of attraction towards the North; for as the Ardigle attracts water, so the vertical point drawissilf the seminal
substance. If you would know what the point ofaattion in a tree is, submerge it entirely in watkat point which

always appears first, will be the point of attrantiln the air, then, is the seed and the vitaitspir abode of the

soul of every creature.
Concerning Elementary Fire

Fire is the purest and noblest of all elements$ diuhdhesive unctuous corrosiveness, penetragestive, inwardly

invisible, fixed, hot and dry, outwardly visiblencitempered by the earth. Of its purest substam@secveated the
Throne of the Almighty; of that which is less puttee Angels; out of fire of an inferior purity weceeated the stars
and the heavenly luminaries; that which was lese ptill was used to bear up the heavens; thathwikianpure and

unctuous -- that, namely, which we have termeditheof Gehenna -- is in the centre of the eartit was there

inclosed and shut up to set this lower world inioratThough these different fires are separatethat are also

joined together by natural sympathy.

This element is the most passive of all, and resesrdchariot when it is drawn it moves; when iag drawn, it
stands still. It exists imperceptibly in all thingsd of it is fashioned the vital rational souhigh distinguishes man
from all other animals, and makes him like God.sTaitional soul was divinely infused into his visgirit by God,
and entitles him to be regarded as a microcosmsinatl world by himself. But the fire which surrountthe Throne
of God is of an infinitely pure and simple esserar®] this is the reason that no impure soul camk®od, and that
no human eye can penetrate this essential firdiréois the death and destruction of everythinmposite-and all
material substances are of this nature What | afadait the restful passivity of fire, applies ineatain sense to the
eternal calm and unchangeableness of the DivinarBlafEor as the fire sleeps in the flint, untikitoused and
stirred up from without, so the power of God, whista consuming fire, is only roused to action lxy kindling
breath of His Almighty Will. How calmly and solenyndioes not even an earthly monarch sit enthronéeippomp
and state of his royalty! His courtiers hardly weetto move, and all around is calm and still. ®ben he rises
what a stir of motion and activity does he not eaudl that are about him arise with him, and pregeyou see
him sweeping along in grand and stately majesty.tiieepomp of an earthly prince is but a fainterfbf the glory
of the King of Kings. When He utters the voice a§ MVill, all heaven is roused, the world tremblasg thousands
of angels speed forth on His errand. But it mayasieed how | come to have this knowledge about hdpveings
which are removed far beyond human ken. My anssvirat the Sages have been taught of God thatahisal
world is only an image and material copy of a hewand spiritual pattern: that the very existeathis world is
based upon the reality of its celestial archetgpet that God has created it in imitation of theigml and invisible
universe, in order that men might be the bettebketbto comprehend His heavenly teaching, and theders of
His absolute and ineffable power and wisdom. Thes3age sees heaven reflected in Nature as irrarmand he
pursues this Art, not for the sake of gold or siNmut for the love of the knowledge which it relgede jealously
conceals it from the sinner and the scornful, lestmysteries of heaven should be laid bare todlgar gaze. If
you will but rightly consider it, you yourself asm image of God, and a little picture of the gneatld. For a
firmament you have the quintessence of the founetes attracted to the formative womb out of theoshof seed,
and bounded by your skin; your blood is fire in @fhlives your soul, the king of your little univejsacting through
the medium of the vital spirit; your heart is tratl, where the Central Fire is always at work; mouth is your
Arctic, and your stomach your Antarctic Pole, atidy@aur members correspond to some part of thetgraeorld as
| have set forth at some length in my work on tlarhony of the Universe and in the Chapter on Astnay In the
microcosm of man's nature the soul is the depuWiceroy of the Creator. It governs the mind, anel tinind
governs the body: the mind is conscious of all thabnceived in the soul, and all the members ratded the
mind, obey it, and wait eagerly to carry out ithésts. The body knows nothing of itself; all itstimns and desires
are caused by the mind; it is to the mind whattldis to the craftsman. But though the ratiomall©perates in
the body, a more important part of its activityierted on things outside the body: it rules alisblwoutside the
body, and therein differs from the vital spiritshofite beasts. In the same way, the Creator ofrthél partly acts
in and through things belonging to this world, @thereby, in a sense, included in this world. Batabsolutely
transcends this world by that infinite part of ldidivity which lies beyond the bounds of the unsegrand which is
too high and glorious for the body of the world eTdreat difference between the soul's extracorpanal God's
extramundane, activity, is that man's rationahdtgtis purely imaginative and mental, whereas Goldoughts are
immediately translated into real existences. | mighmentally in the streets of Rome, but my joyrweuld be
purely imaginative; God's conceptions are at orfijeative essences. God, then, is included in thédwonly as the



soul is enclosed in the body, while it has poweddahings which far transcend the capacity ofltbdy. By
material relations such as these you may know @id learn to distinguish Him from the material niestiations
of His power. When once the gates of knowledge laen flung wide for you, your understanding wél b
enlarged.

We said that fire was the quietest of all elemegntsl that it is stirred by a kind of motion welldwn to the Sages.
The Sage should be perfectly acquainted with timeiggion and destruction of all things; he is familvith the
creation of the heavens, and the composition anthdgtion of things terrestrial; yet, though he kreogwerything,
he cannot make everything. He knows the anatomycamgposition of the human body-yet he cannot mak@aa.
This is a mystery which the Creator has kept ind#im hand. Nature cannot work till it has been dieppwith a
material: the first matter is furnished by God, seeond matter by the Sage. But in the philosophiogk Nature
must excite the fire which God has enclosed ircémgre of each thing. The excitation of this fggerformed by
the will of Nature, and sometimes also by the wifilh skillful Artist who can dispose Nature, forefinaturally
purifies every species of impurity.

All composite substances are purified by fire, lasubstances that are not fixed owe their purifaato water It is
the property of fire to separate and divide comasilbstances; and this separation means a puagiag of the
impure from the pure. This element also acts sgci®y marvellous means, not only in oppositioritte rest of the
elements, but also to all other things For as éasanable soul was made of this most pure firtheswegetable
soul was made of the elementary fire which Naturneegns The fire which is contained in the centramf given
thing acts in the following way Nature provides thetive power, which stirs up the air; the airstip and rouses
the fire, which separates, purges, digests, colamd brings every seed to maturity, and expelsiaired seed
through the sperm into places or wombs, either puimpure, more or less hot, dry, or humid; ancbading to the
nature of the place or womb, different things anedpced (cp. the Twelve Treatises). So the MoshiBgd has
ordained that, in the economy of the universe,tbirey should be at enmity with another, and thatdbath of one
thing should be the life of the other; that onex¢hshould consume what another produces, and evalvef it some
higher and nobler form of life. The elementary safian of all living things is death; and hencesihecessary for
man to die, as his body is compounded of the f®ments, which cannot hold together for ever. litespf this
fact, our science furnishes an incontestible pofahan's original immortality. It is certainly trakat all composite
substances are liable to decomposition; that tai®chposition, when it takes place in the animalldvas called
death; and that the human body is a substance aordpd of the four elements. But it is also true tha elements
of Paradise, where man was created, are not subj#ut law, seeing that they arc most sure andrmiptible
heavenly essences, and if man had remained ipthésand celestial region, his body would have heespable of
natural decay. Adam, however, in an evil day farmgce, disobeyed his Creator, and straightwaydsiaen forth
to the beasts, into the world of corruptible eletaevhich God had created for the beasts only. Rianhday
forward his food was derived from perishable sulista, and death began to work in his members. Titee p
elements of his creation were gradually mingled iafetted with the corruptible elements of the owterld, and
thus his body became more and more gross, ane litdsbugh its grossness, to natural decay andhdéhé
process of degeneration was, of course, slow icdlse of Adam and his first descendants; butpaes went on, the
seed out of which men were generated became mdrmare infected with perishable elements. The ooetil use
of corruptible food rendered their bodies more ame gross-and human life was soon shortened &vyebrief
span indeed. In some favoured climes, where mearehtlrink moderately, they still sometimes livatgreen old
age; but in our latitudes men abridge the ternheirtnatural existence by grossly filling themsslvéth an excess
of elementary corruptible food, and thus, befordrttime, become like "the beasts that perish.” ite pure and
essential elements are joined together in lovingliégium, as they are in our Stone, they are iasaple and
immortal, like the human body in Paradise; wherse aur philosophical treasure has been compardtkto
creation of man, an analogy which modern wise méng take ail things literally, have understood efemring to
the corrupted generation of this present orderckvig produced from corruptible elements.

It was the recollection of man's immortality in Badise that first set Sages a-thinking whether tipose and
essential elements might not be obtained in thiddyand united in one body. At length a mercifuk&or made
known to them that the desired conjunction of seieiments existed in gold. It could not be found agithe
animals who are sustained by corruptible food,inmegetables, because they exhibit the elemerasstate of
inequality and contention. When corruptible elerment united in a certain subject, their strife nsa®ner or later
bring about its decomposition, which is, of coufsdpwed by putrefaction; in putrefaction, the iorp is separated
from the pure: and if the pure elements are thex@ omore joined together by the action of naturakhe much
nobler and higher form of life is produced. In #tefe of the elements, which follows when a bodg been broken
up by the victory of water, earth and air unitehafite, and together they overcome the water, djgesk, and
ultimately congeal it-which is the beginning of @wlife. For if the hidden central fire, which dugilife was in a



state of passivity, obtain the mastery, it attramtisself all the pure elements, which are thysasated from the
impure, and form the nucleus of a far purer forrifef It is thus that our Sages are able to predoumortal things,
particularly by decomposition of minerals; and yw&e that the whole process, from beginning to isrttie work of
fire.
Thus, then, we have briefly set forth as much dissefve our purpose concerning the four elemémdy the
description of each might be extended into a laajame, but we postpone all amplification for ouedtise on
Harmony, which, God helping, if our life be sparedl] be opportune to a more large discourse upamnal things.
Concerning the Three Principles of All Things
The three Principles of things are produced ouheffour elements in the following manner: Natwrbpse power
is in her obedience to the Will of God, ordaineahfrthe very beginning, that the four elements sthindessantly
act on one another, so, in obedience to her beireshegan to act on air, and produced Sulphuraeted on water
and produced Mercury; water, by its action on egthduced Salt. Earth, alone, having nothing taipon, did not
produce anything, but became the nurse, or womthesk three Principles. We designedly speak eéthr
Principles; for though the Ancients mention onlytit is clear that they omitted the third (Sattdt from
ignorance, but from a desire to lead the uninitiastray. Whoever would be a student of this sastezhce must
know the marks whereby these three Principlesaabe trecognised, and also the process by whichatey
developed. For as the three Principles are prodaaedf four, so they, in their turn, must prodie, a male and a
female; and these two must produce an incorruptibks in which are exhibited the four (elements) imighly
purified and digested condition, and with their maltstrife hushed in unending peace and goodwileMery natural
composition these three represent the body, thi, gpid the hidden soul; and if, after purgingrtheell, you join
them together they must, by a natural processltri@sa most pure substance. For though the saulbist noble, yet
it cannot reach the goal without the spirit whislits place and abode; and if it is your desirbring it back to a
given place. both the soul and the place must bgepluand washed from all impurity, so that the soal dwell in
glory, and nevermore depart. Without these thréeciptes, the Artist can do nothing, since evenuxais
powerless without them. They are in all things, aitthout them there is nothing in the world, neithiadeed, can
be. Their origin being such as we have descriliés fiom these, by an imitation of Nature, thatiyoust produce
the Mercury of the Philosophers, and their firsttera bearing in mind the laws which govern nattinaigs, and
especially metals. Do not think that Salt is unimi@ot because it is omitted by the Ancients; theyid not do
without it, even if they did not name it, seeingttit is the Key which opens the infernal prisou$®, where
sulphur lies in bonds. The three Principles aressary because they are the immediate substancetals. The
remoter substance of metals is the four elementsidoone can produce anything out of them but Gad;even
God makes nothing of them but these three Prineiplay, then, should the Sage lose time and labeer the four
cements, when he has the substance made readyhartd by Nature ? It is surely less troublesongotthree
miles than four, and as these three Principleg exal things. and, according to their proporsoetc., produce
either metals, or plants or animals, it is bestde them as our first substance. The body is éagtgpirit water, the
soul fire or sulphur of gold. The Spirit augmerits tjuantity of the body, the soul the virtue. Betd&use in the
matter of weight there is more of spirit than oéfithe spirit is uplifted, oppresses the fire, attcacts it to itself in
such a way that both augment in virtue, and ththeamich is mediate between them, augments in hteithe
Artist should determine which of the three Prinegphe is seeking and should assist it so thatytawarcome its
contrary. Afterwards he must seek by his skillupgement what has been wanting in Nature andhtsushosen
Principle will obtain the necessary victory. Theraknt of earth is nothing but a receptacle, in wifire and air
carry on their strife through the mediation of #invater predominate, temporal and corruptiblegsi are
produced,; if fire obtains the victory, it produdasting and incorruptible things. So you know whadtthe elements
ought to receive your aid. Moreover, though fire avater are in all things, they can produce nothitgout air
and earth. Their activity is aroused by externaitffn Nature, the Central Fire of the earth), amtheir struggle
they are assisted each by that which is like tByitthis strife they are subtilized in the poregtaf earth, and when
they ascend to the surface they produce flowerdraitdin which they closely associate togethefrands; and the
more they are subtilized and purified in their acthe more excellent are the fruits which thegdurce.
When the purification has thus been performedyéger and fire become friends, which they will idado in their
earth which ascends with them; and the procesdwithe more speedily and perfectly accomplistfegu
combine the two in their proper proportions-thugiiaving upon Nature In all natural compounds faalways the
smallest part; but it is aided and stirred up l®ydbtion of outward fire; and according as firevercome or obtains
the mastery. imperfect or perfect things are tisalteThe outward fire does not enter into the cosipn as an
essential part of it, but only by the effect whithelps to produce. The inward fire is sufficieifiif only receive
nutriment from the outward fire, which feeds itvesod feeds elemental fire; in proportion to thergitg of
nutriment the inward fire grows and multiplies. €ahould be taken, therefore) that the outwarddiret so fierce



as to devour instead of feeding, the inward firentB coction will be the best means of attainiagfigction, and of
adding excellence to weight But as it is diffictdtadd to a compound substance, | would adviserathproduce
the same effect by removing that which is presemtn excessive quantity. Remove that which is tachmand let
the compound develop itself naturally. But manysgstsow straw instead of grain; others sow botmyrthrow
away that which the Sages love; others begin antbtipersevere to the end; they look for shorteaml labour in
a difficult Art. But we say that this Art consistsan even mingling of the virtues of the elementthe natural
equilibrium of the hot, the dry, the cold, and theist-in the conjunction of the male and female, fdémale having
engendered the male, i.e., of fire and the radiioadour of the metals. If you understand that theddis/ of the
Sages contains within itself its own good Sulpldigested and matured by Nature, you can accomhisivhole
process by means of Mercury alone; but if you kinaw to add the supplement which our Art requireth&o
natural proportions of substances, to double thectg, and to triple the Sulphur, you will all theore quickly
produce, first the good, then the better, and lfjrthle best-though only one sulphur appears, aodntarcuries
(which, are, however, of the same stock); they khoat be crude nor too much digested, yet welgpdrand
dissolved (if you understand me).

It is really unnecessary to describe the matteh@Mercury and the Sulphur of the Sages, as ialieady been as
plainly delineated by the Ancients as is consistdgttt our vow. We do not altogether say that theddey of the
Philosophers is a common thing, or that they hgenty called it by its name, and that the mattemfrvhich
Mercury and Sulphur are philosophically extracted heen plainly pointed out. For the Mercury itgeliot found
above ground, but is extracted by an artifice fi@atphur and Mercury conjoined, in short, Sulphudt Mercury
are the ore of our quicksilver, and this quicksillias power to dissolve, mortify, and revive metadsich power it
has received from the sulphur (which has Someeptbperties of an acid). In order to put you anright track, |
will also tell you the difference between our quitker and common mercury. Common mercury doegslissblve
gold and silver so as to amalgamate with themwihgn our quicksilver dissolves gold and silveglihagamates
with them in inseparable union, as water is mixdth water. Common mercury has bad combustible sullplhich
turns it black; our quicksilver contains incombhkgj fixed, good, snow-white and red sulphur. Commueercury is
cold and humid; our quicksilver is hot and humidn@non mercury blackens other bodies; our quicksilgaders
them white and pure as crystal. Common mercurhasnged by precipitation into a yellow powder and balphur;
our quicksilver is converted by heat into snow-whgood, fixed, and fusible sulphur. Common merdciggomes
more fusible, our quicksilver more fixed, the mdris subjected to coction. Our quicksilver posssssuch
marvellous virtue that it would by itself be suféot for our purpose, if subjected to gentle cagtiout in order to
accelerate its congelation, the Sages add towstsdigested and matured sulphur.

We might well have cited philosophers in confirroatdf the points of our discourse, but as our ngsiare more
clear than are theirs, we have no need of thep@ipWhosoever understands them will understanettsr. If
you would practise our Art, learn first to hold ydangue, and study the nature of minerals, medaid,vegetables.
Our Mercury may be obtained from all things, asrgtieng has it; only from some substances it isergasily
procured than from others. Our Art is not a matfduck or accident, but is founded on a real krenige, and there
is only one matter in the world by which, and ofiett) the Stone of the Philosophers is prepared.stibstance is
indeed to be found everywhere, but the methodsabitraction out of some matters would take aitifet and if
you begin your search without a due knowledge tiinadthings, more especially in minerals, you Wi working
in the dark and in blindness. It is, indeed, pdedib set about our Art in a casual manner; andeseho actually
operate on our quicksilver, begin at the wrong emd, thus fail in bringing it to perfection, becaukey are quite in
the dark about its real nature. Yet after all, weshtonfess that a right knowledge of our Art is gfift of God
alone, and is granted to diligent students in answearnest and importunate prayer. To the Maisteay appear
easy enough; but to the beginner it must seemsatviery hard and uphill work. He should not, hoaedespair,
for in due time he will receive the reward of hikgignce and aspiration; even in the dangers wttierknowledge
may bring upon him, he will be kept from harm bg tbving hand of Providence, as | can testify fioensonal
experience. We have with us God's Ark of the Comgnahich contains the most precious of earthipghki and is
guarded by the holy Angel of the Lord. We heard tha enemies had fallen into the snare which tiey laid for
us; that those who sought our lives had been estlwsthe meshes of death; that those w ho attehtpteb us of
our goods had lost all that they possessed; andhbse who strove to blacken our reputation, dieshame and
dishonour. Such is the care which God has of um,\Whm our childhood, has kept us safe under iiaelgw of
His wings. And the feeling uppermost in our minglshie humbling consciousness of our utter unwogdsnwe do
not deserve the very least of His great mercies oBa thing we do and will] do: our hope and tralstays have
been, are, and will be, in Him alone. We will not pur confidence in men or in princes: we willggaourselves in
the hands of One who remains unchanged when #filg@ower and greatness have passed away. Theffdas
Lord is the beginning of wisdom: never did Sagertuer word than this; and if we would attairttie knowledge



of this glorious science, if we would be able te itavell when we possess it, we must wait on Gantioually. and
importune Him with earnest prayer. But to proceétth wur description of the Matter. We said thatits
quicksilver, and quicksilver only: whatever is addis gained from this same substance. We havategly
affirmed that all things earthly are evolved outloke principles. But for our purpose they muspbryed of their
impurities, and then recombined; that which is wants added-and thus imitating and assisting Natug arrive at
a degree of perfection such as Nature is unakdétan, on account of the impurities with which bperations are
clogged. Do not suffer yourself to be confoundedh®yapparent contradictions which the Sages haxediuced
into their writings for the purpose of keeping thegcret. Select only those sayings which are apie¢o Nature;
take the roses, leave the thorns. If you wish talpce a metal, your fundamental substance shoutdebailic; only
a dog can beget a dog; without wheat you will wapibugh your field; and all your endeavours irstArt will be
in vain, unless you take your radical humour frometal. There is one substance, one Art, one dparhitis as
erroneous to suppose that any of the particulagfiterof our Stone can be enjoyed before the Stse#H has been
prepared, as it would be absurd to imagine thatogsuhave a branch without a root or tree. If yauehwater you
can cook in it various kinds of meat, and thus iohitaoth of different flavours; but there will be broth unless you
have both the water and the meat In metals, theeim all other things, there is only one first gabse, but the
universal substance is modified in a vast variétways, according to the course of its subsequemtidpment.
Thus one thing is the mother of all things. Thisagrfact ought always to be borne in mind in stangythe works of
the Sages; for nothing but mistakes and disappeintrran result from a slavishly literal interpretatof their
books. It is a pity that, instead of humbly studyand following Nature our Alchemists are so readsidopt any
fancy or notion that happens to pass through thids. They seek to attain the end not only witteoatiddle part,
but without so much as a beginning. But how caroasywho sets about our Art in so casual and hapthaza
manner expect anything but disappointments? Leftiremists have done, then, once for all, withirteephistical
methods, to which they ascribe so great an impoetavith their dealbations, rubrefactions, fixatiarighe Moon,
extractions of the soul of gold,-and let them pldewamselves under the unerring guidance of Nataretfough the
soul of the metal has to be extracted, it mustbeditilled in the operation; and the extractionhaf living soul,
which has to be reunited to the glorified body, thescarried on in a way very different from thelgnt method
commonly prevailing among Alchemists. Wed not pisgpto multiply wheat without seed corn. But letias,
concluding this part of the subject, earnestly ioate on the student's mind the necessity of hastsgl that will
germinate and grow, and to avoid the use of seaechwias been killed by an excess of fiery heat.
Concerning Sulphur

Among the three principles the Sages have justigaed the first place to Sulphur, as the wholeig\doncerned

with the manner of its preparation. Sulphur istwée chief kinds: that which tinges or colourst tiihich congeals
mercury and essential sulphur, which matures ie pioperties and preparation of this Sulphur wepse to

describe, not in a set treatise, but in a dialdikgethat which brought out the essential propsrééMercury. We

will only say, by way of preface, that Sulphur isn@ mature than the other principles, and that Mgrcannot be
coagulated without it. The aim and object of out i8rto elicit from metals that Sulphur by meansubich the

Mercury of the Sages is, in the veins of the eatingealed into silver and gold; in this operatioa Sulphur acts

the part of the male, and our Mercury that of #mdle. Of the composition and action of these tsgocemgendered
the Mercuries of the Philosophers.

In our former dialogue we gave an account of theting of Alchemists, which a sudden tempest brotgksb
abrupt a close Among those who took a prominerttipahe proceedings, was a good friend of the Ashemist;
he was not a bad man, or an impostor, but, asshgynobody's enemy except his own; yet he wassfoualithal,
and though really very ignorant, had no small aginof his own wisdom and learning. He had at theting been
the foremost champion of the claims of Sulphurderégarded as the first substance of the Stoneywasdatisfied
that he would have been able to make good thah¢ldithe meeting had not been prematurely brokerSe when
he got home he resumed his operations on Sulptauvéary confident spirit. He subjected it to diatibn,
sublimation, calcination, fixation, and to counflether chemical processes, in which he spent inehand
money. without arriving at any result whatsoeves fdilures at length began to prey on his heatith pirits, and
in order to recruit the former, and raise the fatte fell into the habit of taking long walks imetneighbourhood of
the town where he lived. But wherever he went hddcthink of nothing but Sulphur. One day, with hignd full of
this besetting idea, and being wrought almost teaatacy he entered a certain verdant grove, inhwthiere was
abundance not only of trees, herbs, and fruitsalaat of animals, birds, minerals, and metals. @fewthere was
indeed a great scarcity; it was carried to theglacmeans of aqueducts, and among these was aictioding
with water extracted from the rays of the moonhut this water was reserved for the use of the plywof the
grove. In the grove there were two young men tendxen and rams, and from them he learned thajrthes
belonged to the Nymph Venus. The Alchemist wasfggdtenough, but all his thoughts were absorbethby



subject of Sulphur, and when he remembered thesnafrthe Sages, who say that the substance ianile
common, and its treatment easy, when he recollebtedast amount of time, labour, and money whietnéd
vainly spent upon it, he lifted up his voice andha bitterness of his heart, cursed Sulphur. Nalpt&ir was in that
grove, though the Alchemist did not know it. Butldanly he heard a voice which said: "my friend willoyyou
curse Sulphur? "

He looked up in bewilderment nobody was to be sédy.friend, why are you so sad?" continued theceoi
Alchemist: Master, | seek the Philosopher's Stone as onéntimagers after bread.

Voice: And why thus do you curse Sulphur?

Alchemist: My Lord, the Sages call it the substance of tlem&tyet | have spent all my time and labour imvai
upon it, and am well nigh reduced to despair.

Voice: It is true that Sulphur is the true and chiefstahce of the Stone. Yet you curse it unjustly.iFbes heavily
chained in a dark prison and cannot do as it wdtdchands and feet have been bound, and the dbthve dungeon
closed upon it, at the bidding of its mother, Nafwho was angry with it for too readily obeying tummons of
every Alchemist. It is now confined in such a petfabyrinth of a prison, that it can be set freéydoy those Sages
to whom Nature herself has entrusted the secret.

Alchemist: Ah! miserable that | am, this is why he was undbleome to me! How very hard and unkind of the
mother! When is he to be set at large again?

Voice: That can only be by means of hard and persevéalyar.

Alchemist: Who are his gaolers?

Voice: They are of his own kindred, but grievous tyrants

Alchemist: And who are you?

Voice: | am the judge and the chief gaoler, and my nanSaturn. Alchemist: Then Sulphur is detaineddary
prison?

Voice: Yes; but | am not his keeper.

Alchemist: What does he do in prison?

Voice: Whatever his gaolers command.

Alchemist: And what can he do?

Voice: He can perform a thousand things, and is thetloéatll. He can perfect metals and minerals, irhpar
understanding to animals, produce flowers in harigstrees, corrupt and perfect air; in short, leelpces all the
odours and paints all the colours in the world.

Alchemist: Of what substance does he make the flowers?

Voice: His guards furnish him with vessels and mattetpBur digests it; and according to the diversityhe
digestion, and the weight of the matter, he prodwtmice flowers, having their special odours.

Alchemist: Master, is he old?

Voice: Know, friend, that Sulphur is the virtue of thend, and though Nature's second-born-yet the olofesl|
things. To those who know him, however, he is ad@nt as a little child. He is most easily recegdiby the vital
spirit in animals, the colour in metals, the odmuplants. Without his help his mother can do naghi

Alchemist: Is he the sole heir, or has he any brothers?

Voice: He has some brothers who are quite unworthyrof Bind a sister that he loves, and who is to him as
mother.

Alchemist: Is he always the same?

Voice: As to his nature, it is always the same. Buterspn his heart only is pure: his garments areesqpot
Alchemist: Master, was he ever quite free?

Voice: Yes; in the days of the great Masters and SagesnNature loved, and to whom she gave the ketiseof
prison.

Alchemist: Who were these wise adepts?

Voice: There have been very many, and among them Hemngswas one and the same with the mother of
Sulphur. After him there were kings, princes, altine of Sages, including Aristotle and AvicenAdl.these
delivered Sulphur from his bonds.

Alchemist: What does he give to them for delivering him?

Voice: When he is set free, he binds his gaolers, avgbsgheir three kingdoms to his deliverer. He gises to him
a magic mirror, in which the three parts of thedeis of the whole world may be seen and known daiacg: and
this mirror clearly exhibits the creation of thend) the influences of the celestial virtues ontldgrthings, and the
way in which Nature composes substances by thdatgu of heat. With its aid, men may at once ustierd the
motion of the Sun and Moon, and that universal mwms by which Nature herself is governed-also trgous
degrees of heat, cold, moisture, and dryness,tendittues of herbs and of all other things. Bynitsans the



physician may at once, without consulting an hedpaytell the exact composition of any given planinedicinal
herb. But now-a-days men are content to trusteaatithority of great writers, and no longer attetoptse their
own eyes. They quote Aristotle and Galen, as ifetlveas not much more to be learned from the greakBf
Nature which is spread open before them. Knowaldhings on the earth and under the earth areredeyed and
produced by the three principles, but sometimetoy unto which the third, nevertheless, adhereswHo knows
these three principles, and their proportions agoteed by Nature, can tell easily by their greateless coction,
the degrees of heat in each subject, and whetbgridive been well, badly, or passably cooked. lkuse who
know the three principles know also all vegetablgsight, taste, and odour, for these senses detetire three
principles, and the degree of their decoction.

Alchemist: Master, they say that Sulphur is a Medicine.

Voice: Nay, you might rather call him a physician, aadhim who delivers him out of prison, he givesthlisod as
a Medicine.

Alchemist: How long can a man ward off death by means ofuhisersal Medicine?

Voice: Until the time originally appointed. But many ®agvho did not take it with proper caution, haweddbefore
that time.

Alchemist: Do you call it a poison then?

Voice: Have you not observed that a great flame swallogva small one? Men who had received the Art by th
teachings of others, thought that the more poweintildose they took of our Medicine the more berafivould be
the effect. They did not consider that one graiit b&s strength to penetrate many thousand poofnaetals.
Alchemist: How then should they have used it?

Voice: They ought to have taken only so much as woula: ls&rengthened and nourished, without overwhelming
their natural heat.

Alchemist: Master, | know how to make that Medicine.

Voice: Blessed are you if you do! For the blood of Sulpis that inward virtue and dryness which congeals
quicksilver into gold and imparts health and peiéacto all bodies. But the blood of Sulphur isaibed only by
those who can deliver him from prison; and theretoe is so closely imprisoned that he can hardipthe, lest he
should come to the Palace of the King.

Alchemist: Is he so closely imprisoned in all metals?

Voice: In some his imprisonment is less strict thantimecs.

Alchemist: Why, Lord, is he imprisoned in the metals so tyausly?

Voice: Because if he once came unto his royal palaceidudd no longer fear his guards. He could lookfrine
windows with freedom, and appear before the whalddy for he would be in his own kingdom, thougtt mothat
state of highest power whereto he desires to arfilehemist: What is his food?

Voice: His food is air, in a digested state, when heds; but in prison he is compelled to consuma & crude
state.

Alchemist: Master, cannot those quarrels between him angdukers be composed?

Voice: Yes, by a wise and cunning craftsman.

Alchemist: Why does he not offer them terms of peace?

Voice: He cannot do so by himself: his indignation gbtsbetter of his discretion.

Alchemist: Why does he not do so through some commissary?

Voice: He who could put an end to their strife wouldab&ise man, and worthy of undying honour. For éthvere
friends, they would help, instead of hindering eatter, and bring forth immortal things.

Alchemist: | will gladly undertake the duty of reconcilingetim. For | am a very learned man, and they could not
resist my practical skill. | am a great Sage, aiyddichemistic treatment would quickly bring abohetdesired end.
But tell me, is this the true Sulphur of the Sages

Voice: He is Sulphur; you ought to know whether he & $ulphur of the Sages.

Alchemist: If | find his prison, shall | be able to deliveini?

Voice: Yes, if you are wise enough to do so. It is easialeliver him than to find his prison.

Alchemist: When | do find him, shall | be able to make hirtoithe Philosopher's Stone ?

Voice: | am no prophet. But if you follow his mothertvice, and dissolve the Sulphur you will have then8.
Alchemist: In what substance is this Sulphur to be found ?

Voice: In all substances. All things in the world -- @it herbs, trees, animals, stones, are its ore.

Alchemist: But out of what sub stances do the Sages proture i

Voice: My friend, you press me somewhat too closely. IBuay say that though it is every where, yet & bartain
palaces where the Sages can most convenientlytfiadd they worship it when it swims in its sea @ports with
Vulcan (god of fire), though there it is disguisaca most poor garb. Now is it in a dark prisord@n from sight.



But it is one only subject, and if you cannot fihdt home you will scarcely do so in the foreset Yo give you
some heart in your research, | will solemnly assnethat it is most perfect in gold and silver-easily obtained
in quicksilver.

With these words Saturn departed, and the Alcheiméshg weary with walking, fell into a deep slegpwhich he
saw the following vision: He beheld in that grovepaiing of water, near which Salt and Sulphur weatking and
guarreling, until at last they began to fight. Salt Sulphur a grevious wound, out of which tHerered, instead
of blood, pure, milk-white water, that swelled irg@reat river. In this river the virgin goddessaria, came to
bathe; and a certain bold prince, who was passmgvas inflamed with great love towards her; whstie,
perceiving and returning, pretended to be sinkinden water. The prince bade his attendants assisbht they
excused themselves, saying that the river, thotigioked small and all but dried up, was most damge " And,"
said they, ' many of those who have passed heoeebkéive perished in it." Then that prince threfihig thick
cloak, plunged into the river, and stretched ostanim to save the beautiful Diana; but she gragpsed
convulsively that they both sank under water togetBoon afterwards their souls were seen risingaugp above
the water, and they said, " We have done wellirfaro other way could we be delivered from ourrstdi and
spotted bodies."

Alchemist: (speaking): Will you ever return into those bo@ies

Souls Not while they are so polluted-but when they@eansed, and the river is dried up by the he#tetun.
Alchemist: What do you do in the meantime?

Souls We soar above the water till the storm and thetsréease....

Then the Alchemist thought that he saw a great murabhis fellows come to the spot where the baidhe
Sulphur lay slain by the Salt; and they dividedritong themselves, and gave a piece to him alsa fhley went
home, and began to operate on their (dead) Sulphdrare at it to this day. Presently Saturn rewirand the
Alchemist said: Master, come quickly, | have foBwphur -- help me to make the Stone.

Saturn: Gladly, my friend. Prepare the quicksilver, ahd sulphur, and give me the vessel.

Alchemist: Oh, | do not want Mercury. It is a delusion anshare, as my friend the other Alchemist discoveéoed
his smart.

Saturn: | can do nothing without quicksilver.

Alchemist: Oh no, we will make it of Sulphur only.

So they set to work on that piece of dead Sulpdmad, sublimed, calcined, and subjected it to allmeaf chemical
operations. But they produced nothing save litile @f sulphurous tow, such as they use for lighfires. Then the
Alchemist confessed the fruitlessness of his enni@@y and bade Saturn set about the work in hisveayn Then
Saturn took two kinds of quicksilver, of differesuibstance but one root, washed them with his ugine called
them the sulphurs of sulphurs; then he mixed tkedfiwith the volatile, after which he placed themaiproper
vessel, and set a watch to prevent the sulphur &seaping; afterwards he placed them in a batlegf gentle heat
-- and thus they made the Philosopher's Stone hahigst always follow as the outcome of the rightstance.
Then the Alchemist took it in his hand, admiredoiémutiful purple colour, and danced about witshiuting aloud
with joy and delight. Suddenly the glass slippetiadthis hand and broke into a thousand piecesstibee
vanished; and the Alchemist awoke with nothingighand but some pieces of sulphurous tow. Thera good
many Alchemists who, having an extremely favouragmion of themselves, and fancying that they lvaar the
grass grow, rail against this Art, because theykttiat if the Stone were not a mere delusion, twayd not have
failed to find it. We, for our part, are not overx@us to rob these people of their comfortablevadtion. But to
men who were worthy (men both of high and low dejjiee have repeatedly proved the reality of ourbirt
incontestable ocular evidence. Let me warn those wikh to follow the true method in studying outt Aairways to
read with constant reference to natural facts,rewer, under any circumstances, to do anything-apnto Nature
If the Sages say that fire does not burn, they masbelieve it; for Nature is greater than thee&zagdut if they say
that it is the property of fire to dry and heantlg, they will accept this statement, becauseiiit &cordance with
the truth of Nature --- and the facts of Natureaveays simple and plain. If any one came and taygh to make
this Stone, as though he were giving you a redeiptaking cheese out of milk, he might speak npiainly than |
have done; but | am compelled to veil and concgahmeaning because of the vow which my Master exiactene.
My last words shall be addressed to you who haeadl made some progress in this Art. Have you bdwme the
bridegroom has been married to the bride, and t#als were celebrated in the house of NatureHawu heard
how the vulgar have seen this Sulphur, as muclaas you who have taken such pains to seek it?ufwish that
even old women should practise your philosophyystine dealbation of these sulphurs, and say operilye
common people: Behold, the water is divided, amdSblphur has gone forth; when it returns it wdlwhiter than
snow, and will congeal the water. Burn the Sulphith incombustible sulphur, wash it, and make iiteland
purple until the Sulphur becomes Mercury, and thegddry Sulphur, and you can proceed to quickeritht the



soul of gold. Our Mercury must be corrected by nseafnSulphur-otherwise it is unprofitable. A prineghout a
people is a wretched sight-and so is an Alchemitbtout Sulphur and Mercury. If you understand mieave
spoken.

The Alchemist went home, bewailed the broken Stand, his folly in not asking Saturn about the 8athe Sages,
and the way of distinguishing between it and ordirsalt. The rest he related to his wife.

Conclusion Every student of this Art should firatefully read what is said-in this and other Treegi-- about the
creation, operation, properties, and effects offtlue elements; otherwise he cannot apprehendaheeof the
three principles, or find the substance of the &tan understand its development. God has crehgedliéments out
of chaos; nature has evolved the three principle®bthe elements; and out of these principlesrsakes all
things, and gives power to her beloved disciplgsrtmluce marvelous preparations. If Nature produtetsils out of
the principles, Art must follow her example. Iise of the rules of Nature to act through interrmggdsubstances;
and this book should enable the student to judget sbstances are intermediate between the eleamhimetals,
and between meals and the Stone. The differengeebatgold and water is great, that between watbinarcury
not so great, and that between gold and mercurysraall, for mercury is the habitation of gold, emthe
habitation of mercury, and sulphur is that whicagualates mercury. The whole arcanum lies hiddeharSulphur
of the Sages, which is also contained its the inpag of their Mercury, which has to be prepared icertain way
that shall be described on another occasion.

| have not written this Treatise with the objectefuting the ancient Sages, but only for the psepof correcting,
explaining, and supplementing their statementserAdtl, they were only men and they sometimes diéten
assertions which can now no longer be maintainedirfstance, when Albertus Magnus says that gokl avece
found to have developed in the teeth of a dead tmais out of harmony with the possibilities of Mat; for an
animal substance can never develop into a minkefialtrue that animals and vegetables containfsulpnd
mercury, as well as minerals; but these principlesanimal and vegetable, not mineral. If thereewer animal
sulphur in man, the mercury of his blood could Ib@tcongealed into flesh and bones; and if plantsagioed no
vegetable sulphur, their mercury or water (sap)ld/oot be congealed into leaves and flowers. Theetkinds of
sulphur are essentially the same, but, like theetlmercuries, they are differentiated accordirtpeathree
kingdoms, and cannot act outside their own kingddfash kind of mercury can be coagulated by notédown
sulphur, and if gold was found in the teeth of adlean it must have been introduced in an artifro@nner-either
as gold, or in the shape of some other metal whycthe gradual action of its own metallic sulpharits metallic
mercury, was afterwards transmuted into gold. mistaken impressions and superstitious notioks,this one of
Albertus Magnus, that we have set ourselves taecom this Treatise, by stating once for all theetfacts of
animal, vegetable, and mineral development.

Let the painstaking student be satisfied to hageived a true account of the origin of the Threaddles. There is
no greater help towards a successful end than @ lgeginning. | have in this Treatise started theent on the
right road, and given him clear and practical dimets. With God's blessing, and by dint of diligantd persevering
study, he may now fairly hope to reach the glorigoal. But I, having told out all that is lawfulrfme to utter, now
commit myself to the mercy of a loving Creator, whidl receive me to Himself; and | commend the dgeaind
pious Reader to the same great Father of All, towbe praise and glory, through the endless suoteséthe
ages.



