Ruland - On the Prima M ateria

This section on the prima materia is from Rulaattfiemical dictionary, first published in 1612xicon alchemise
sive dictionarium alchemisticum, cum obscuriorumbweum, et rerum Hermeticarum, tum Theophrast-
Paracelsicarum phrasium, planam explicationem cweris Frankfurt, 1612.

This text was transcribed by John Glenn.

Rulandus On the Prima M ateria, from his Alchemical L exicon.

Materia Prima et hujus vocabula - The philosopherse so greatly admired the Creature of God whidtalled the
Primal Matter, especially concerning its efficaaganystery, that they have given it many names,aimdst even
possible description, for they have not known howiifficiently praise it.

1. They originally called it Microcosmos, a smathnd, wherein heaven, earth, fire, water, and lalinents exist,
also birth, sickness, death, and dissolution, teaton, the resurrection, etc.

2. Afterwards it was called the Philosophical Stdmecause it was made of one thing. Everrst ifi is truly a stont
Also because it is dry and hard, and can be tt#drike a stone. But it is more capable of resistaand more
solid. No fire or other element can destroy ifslalso no stone, because it is fluid, can be sdelhd melted. They
further call it the Eagle Stone, because it hasestaithin it, according to Rosinus.

3. Itis also called Water of Life, for it causée King, who is dead, to awake into a better mddeeng and life. I
is the best and most excellent medicine for tleedif mankind.

4. Venom, Poison, Chambar, because it kills anttalgsthe King, and there is no stronger poisotiéworld.

5. Spirit - because it flies heavenward, illumimsatiee bodies of the King, and of the metals, amdsgythem life.

6. Medicine - the one most excellent medicine itfspeedily and marvelously heals all of the madadind
infirmities of mankind and of metals.

7. Heaven, for it is light and bright, indestrutgiband is Heaven in operation.

8. Clouds - for it gives celestial water and rgoon its own earth.

9. Nebula, or Fog - for it ascends from the eaatiy makes the air dark.

10. Dew - for it falls from the air and stimulat#® soil, together with that which grows upon it.

11. Shade - for it casts a shadow over the eadtitenelements, and causes darkness.

12. Moon - for she is in her nature and qualitydcahd moist; her influence extends to the Underlelyshe
receives her light from the sun; hence she mirgdtethe time of darkness, by means of the shatteeddarth.

13. Stella Signata and Lucifer - the pre-eminewt morning star, for she gives the sign in operatishe shines
first, then comes the sun, both evening and mornifch is a marvel to behold.

14. Permanent Water - metallic water of life, leaiter. It remains in fire, air, and earth, andndrbe destroyed
by any element.

15. Fiery and Burning Water - for it is exceediraj, hmelts up all metals more quickly than fuel ladhe, yea,
melts that which resists fire.

16. Salt of Nitre and Saltpetre - for it possedbes nature and kind. It also rises with greategrgyth and violence
than any saltpetre whatever. It is, moreover, extchfrom the earth.

17. Lye - for it washes and cleans the metals thedjarments of the King.

18. Bride, Spouse, Mother, Eve - from her royaldrein are born to the King.

19. Pure and Uncontaminated Virgin - for she resaitre and unimpregnated, notwithstanding thabslaes
children. She is a most extraordinary mother, wagssher husband and offspring, and revivifies thgnmeans of
her breasts. Assidous says: The Mother of our Stwhieh is now perfected, is still a virgin, neveving reclined
in the nuptial couch, because this hermaphroditeuariversal matter of the Sun and Moon, has intasmonly
with itself, and is not yet impregnated in any splimanner, such as the golden, silver, or mertpriacess, etc.
Consequently it is a pure, virginal birth.

20. Milk of Virgin, or of the Fig, for it rendersings sweet, white, delicious, and wholesome.

21. Boiling Milk, for it warms, cooks, whitens, antatures.

22. Honey, for it sweetens, confers a pleasantlsar@ renders things delicious and wholesome.

23. A Spiritual Blood - for it is like blood, an@ semains, it reddens, vivifies, and has the sthigtein.

24. Bath - for it washes and cleanses the King,maethls, and causes them to perspire.

25. A Syrup - for it is acid, and produces strerayid courage.

26. Vinegar - for it macerates, makes spicy, pgkienders savoury, strengthens, preserves, carradd yields a



tincture.

27. Lead, for it is heavy, and is at first impugéses colour and weight. Lead is made from theeston
28. Tin - on account of its whiteness.

29. Sulphur of Nature, Lime, Alum, for it consunaexl burns up.

30. Spittle of the Moon, incombustible saliva.

31. Burnt Copper, black Copper, Flower of Copper,Ore, as also is the Ore of Hermes.

32. The Serpent, the Dragon, for he devours anayss

33. Marble, Crystal, Glass - which is all clear amelligible.

34. Scottish Gem.

35. Urine of boys, urine of the white calf, on agebof its acrid nature.

36. White Magnesia, a Magnet, because it attragts gr the King, unto itself.

37. White Ethesia, a white Moisture.

38. Dung, for it manures the earth, which rendensaist, fat, and fruitful.

39. White Smoke, for it renders white and glistgnin

40. Metallic Entity-for it is the true Essence adintessence of Metals.

41. The Virtue of mineral Mercury.

42. The Soul and Heaven of the Elements.

43. The Matter of all Forms.

44. Tartar of the Philosophers.

45. Dissolved Refuse.

46. The Rainbow - on account of its colors.

47. Indian Gold, Heart of the Sun, Shade of the Sigart and Shade of Gold - for it is stronger tiaid; it holds
the gold in its heart, and is itself Gold.

48. Chaos - as it is in the beginning.

49. Venus - On account of the fruitfulness of Natur

50. Microcosmos - because it is a likeness of teatgvorld, through heaven, the sea, and all ele&snen

Other names (84 in all), not mentioned by Rulandus.

Adarner - Adrop - Asrob - Agnean - Eagle - Alartaéklabar - Aevis - Alkaest - Alcharit - AlembrothAlinagra -
Almisada - Aludel - Alun - Abzernad - Amalgra - Aheon - Androgyne - Antimony - Aremaros - Arnec rsAnic -
Asmarcech - Azoth - Borax - Boritis - Caduceus inGaChyle — The Cock - Dragon - Ebisemeth - Embryo
Euphrates - Eve - Feces - Flower of the Sun - Hphmwadite - Hyle - Infinite - Isis - Kibrish - LatonLion -
Magnes - Magnesia - Mars - Menstruum - Mother €@t Salamander - Sonig - Sulphur - Tincture ofdie-
Vapour - Lord of the Stones - The Bull - The S&&e West - Bird of Hermes - Shadow of the Sun {d8bphical
Stone - Animal Stone - Lead - Spring - Vegetablguoir - The Moon - The Garden - The Spouse - Summbae
Woman - The Son of the Sun and the Moon - Watéifef- Water of Gold - The Belly of the Ostrich nger -
Butter - May Blossom - Golden Wood - The Tree v&il- Whiteness - Soul of Saturn - The Lamb.

The matter of the Magnum Opus is the subject orchwtiie philosophers exercised their practical sgeAll who
have written on the art have concealed the trueenaithis matter, as the chief key of chemistryvidg potentially
all the qualities and properties of elementarydhirthey have given it the names of all kinds ofdh. It is a fifth
element, a quintessence, the material beginningeadaf all things. It is the matter of which thed¥ens are
composed, says the Hermetic author. It is the gag@nce of our sublunary matter, the soul of tamehts, which
preserves all things sublunary from destructiow, faom corruption. It is the bird of Hermes, whidéscends
continually from heaven to earth, and as contiyuadicends and goes back from earth to heavereVeis as the
mysterious ladder of the vision of Jacob the prophikereon the angels of God for ever came and bemteen
earth, and the world which is above the eartts #l$0 the seeds of bodies, even the seminalfldé things,
whether vegetable, animal, or mineral, which dgopgate and continue their species by means of aémin
generation. Now the seed of bodies is the firstenatf the chemists; and this matter is found anlghe seed of
bodies. But each seed is to be found after its kiwna, in its own species. There is a seed of imtligls, according
to the three Kingdoms of Nature, and this seedvisrde in each. In the mineral Kingdom, it is cdleeSperm, and
this sperm is the Sulphur of Metals-an unctuoutphaureous, and mercurial vapour, says Aristotlaigi






