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Many people, when they think of the Hermetic Oroliethe Golden Dawn, immediately think of "Magic" or
"Magick." Others would be surprised to learn thegt Golden Dawn is not, nor has it ever been a "d&gOrder. It
is rather the Inner Order behind the Golden Dahe,Qrdo Rosae Rubeae et Aureae Crucis (R. R. @t)Avhich
has been from the very beginning a depository @Rbsicrucian spiritual tradition. Furthermore ttivhich today
has popularly become known as "Magic" or "Magickactually a development of that aspect of the dRosian
tradition known as "Theurgy."

Prior to the founding of the Inner Order behind @@den Dawn, Theurgy had never before been timegpyi focus
of the Rosicrucian spiritual tradition, but ratifdchemy instead. Indeed, the Rosicrucian traditiself grew out of
the Alchemical tradition. The true place of Theurgthin the Rosicrucian tradition has always besma

complementary discipline to Alchemy.

Alchemy was a part of the curriculum studied by iembers of the Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawu;
excepted some very concise definitions given in'K@owledge Lectures" about several terms usedlamémy,
very little was really taught about Alchemy in tBeter Order. In the Second Order of R.R.&.A.C. ¢hemss just a
short study titled "Alchemy" written in 1890 by Fea Sapere Aude (Dr. Wynn Westcott) and registaetflying
Roll N° VII". The only document concerning practiégdchemy was a Z.2 Mss available to advanced Iriwter
members. This Z.2 document on Alchemy is quite afaler and extremely interesting, so | shall trynalgze it in

the second part of this paper.



Now, in the curriculum studied by members of thet @blden Dawn, we must also include all the boakted by
Wynn Westcott in his Collectanea Hermetica becéusas considered in fact as the true curriculurstatly for all
the dedicated members of the Outer Order. Indéégicollection of books constituted very valualderses of
information concerning the rituals of the Outer @rdAmong the treatises published in the Collecdnermetica,

there were several on Alchemy; these were theiartig :
- Vol I. Hermetic Arcanum by Jean d'Espagnet witkes by Sapere Aude.
- Vol lll. A short Enquiry concerning the Herme#iet by "A Lover of Philalethes" (with an introduoti to
alchemy and notes by S.S.D.D. Florence Farr).
- Vol IV. AEsch-Metzareph or Purifying Fire frometKabbalah of Rosenroth (translated by "A Lover of
Philalethe" - 1714 - with notes by S.A.)
- Vol VII. Euphrates or the Waters of the East lugEnius Philalethes (Thomas Vaughan) with a comangnt
by S.S.D.D. (Florence Farr).

The notes and commentaries of Frater S.A. and S &D.D. about these alchemical treatises refletdep
knowledge of the subject. We must not forget afsd imembers of the Golden Dawn could consult theofzs
"Westcott Hermetic Library" founded in 1891 for tbenvenience of their esoteric research. This Hacrhébdrary
contained many very rare books on Alchemy (in LdtinGerman, in French and in English) of whichJeghere
the complete list :

- Abraham Eleazar : An ancient alchymic Work, tfates] in English by W.S. Hunter from a German Mss"
(Frankfort, 1774).
- Alchemy - 25 alchemic tracts in Latin.
- Alchemy - An account on some experiments on Marcsilver and gold in 1782 by J. Price (Oxford32Y.
- Alchemy - The Science of Spiritual and Materml, Sapere Aude (W.Wynn Westcott) - London, 1893.
- Becher - Tripus Hermeticus Fatidicus (three sact Alchemy) - 1689.
- Borrichius - Hermetis Aegyptiorum et chemicoruapientia (Hafniae, 1674).
- Bourguet - Lettres philosophiques sur la formaties sels et des cristaux (Amsterdam, 1729).
- Chambon - Traité des métaux et des minérauxgPHriL4).
- Combachius - Sal Lumen et Spiritus Mundi Phildsopor the dawning of the discovered (London, 1651
- Flamel Nicolas - The Hieroglyphical Figures oR#g(edited by Wynn Westcott).
- Geber - His treatises on Alchemy in Latin illagéd (1682).
- Hitchcock - Remarks upon Alchemy and the Alchesslew York, 1865).
- Kendall - An appendix to the unlearned Alchemist.
- Kirwan - Elements of mineralogy (London, 1784).
- Maier Michael-Arcana Arcanissima -Cantilene lrgefuales de Phoenice redivivo -Scrutinum Chymicum
(1687) - Symbolica Aureae Mensae (1617).
- Museum Hermeticum (21 alchemical treatises).
- Paracelsus - Compendium (1567).
- Philalethes Eirénée - Kern der Alchemie - (LeipZi685).
- Philalethes Eugenius - Lumen de Lumine or a Neagidal Light and The Second Wash - (London, 1651).
- Rosenkreuz Christian -Chymische Hochzeit (161&sburg)
- Salmon Guillaume - Dictionnaire Hermétique (Pati895).
- Salmon - Polygraphics (contains valuable article#\lchemy).
- Stuart de Chevalier - Discours philosophiquedesiB Principes Alchimiques - (Paris, 1781).
- Valentine Basile - Triumphant Chariot of Antimany
As this list demonstrates, Dr. Westcott was deeyfrested in Alchemy; indeed, the examinationisfWap of the
Heavens shows several Egyptian symbolical degre@sected with alchemy and medicine. The membetiseof
Order could also read with profit all the articlestten by the scholar Arthur E. Waite (Frater Sawentum Regis)
about alchemy, for instance :
- "What is alchemy ?" (in The Unknown World revied894)
- "Thomas Vaughan and his Lumen de Lumine" (améction to the edition of Lumen de Lumine or A New
Magical Light by Thomas Vaughan - 1910).
- "A Hermetic Apocalypse" (in the Occult Review, M&/, 1913)
- "Kabbalistic Alchemy" (in Journal of the AlchenaicSociety, Vol 2, 1914).

All theses articles were edited once again by Raitbert in his book "Hermetic Papers of A. E. Véaithe
unknown writings of a modern mystic" (Roots of thelden Dawn Series - Aquarian Press 1987). MoreMWaite
wrote several interesting studies about alchengh sis :

- Lives of Alchemystical Philosophers (1888)



- The Secret Tradition in Alchemy (1926)
- Raymond Lully (1922)
Waite edited and translated also many classichkatical treatises:
- The Magical writings of Thomas Vaughan (1888)
- A Lexicon of Alchemy or Alchemical Dictionary bylartinus Rulandus.
- The Hermetic Museum Restored and Enlarged (1893)
- A Golden and Blessed Casket of Nature's MarwelBdnedictus Figulus.
- The Triumphal Chariot of Antimony by Basilus Vatsus (1893)
- Collectanea Chemica (1893)
- The Alchemical Writings of Edward Kelly (1893)
- The Hermetic and Alchemical Writings of Paracelél894)
- The Turba Philosophorum, or Assembly of the S4896)
- The Works of Thomas Vaughan (1919)

Among the GOLDEN DAWN. members, Westcott and Waiéze not alone twith their interest in Alchemy:rine
were also Mathers, Florence Farr, William Alexandgton, Frederick Leigh Gardner, Dr. Felkin, Dr. gk,
Allan Bennett and Julian Baker. Among them, we kribat Westcott, Ayton, Felkin, Bennett and Bakeuldo

practise alchemy because they had the necessamjddge on chemistry due to their professions (teye
chemists or phycisians).
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THE SECRET ALCHEMICAL TRADITION OF THE GOLDEN DAWN

Was there really a secret alchemical traditiondethe Golden Dawn and does this secret traditibssrvive to
day ? | can testify that alchemical GOLDEN DAWNadition existed and is still alive, because | Haslrivilege
to receive it as Imperator of Ahathdor Temple.dlsbxplain later how it was transmitted in Franstere we
possess a strong alchemical tradition, but befoiguseful to explain the origin of the GOLDEN BWAN.
Alchemy.

THE ROOTS OF THE GOLDEN DAWN ALCHEMICAL TRADITION

What is the origin of the GOLDEN DAWN. Alchemicaatition? Curiously, the answer to this question is
connected with the mysteries of the Order's oridimdeed, the main part of GOLDEN DAWN alchemicalition
comes from the so-called "Hermanubis Temple N°o2ihtled by Kenneth MacKenzie and Frederick Hockley.
According to the research of A. E. Waite, MacKeragl Hockley were the authors of the famous GOLDEN
DAWN. Cypher Mss; this thesis seems to be confirimgdeveral modern scholars and actual membetseof t
GOLDEN DAWN., such as R.A. Gilbert.
My own historical research on this subject validdteeir conclusions; despite Westcott's claims atfeuso-called
Woodford's Cypher Mss transmission, he probablgived these manuscripts from Mrs. Alexandrina Mat{e
after the death of her husband (Mrs. MacKenzieindsed among the first initiates received into@wden Dawn
under the significant motto Cryptonyma).
Frederick Hockley seems to have been the main smfralchemical knowledge transmitted to the fingtmbers of
the Golden Dawn. Among the thousands books he gssdeén his private library, there were a lot af alchemical
treatises; but his practical knowledge about Alcheertainly came from Sigismund Bacstrom. It is lvkelown



that Hockley possessed the alchemical diary andehéicate of admission of Dr. Sigismund Bacstrimto the
Societas Rosae+Crucis by the Earl Louis de Chazhedsland of Mauritius on 12 September 1794. kmcmade
several copies of this document under the titl@érdal of a Rosicrucian Philosopher, which he mltdd in the
S.R.L.A. review The Rosicrucian (Hockley belongedhe S.R.1.A). Dr. Percy Bullock (who was one o first
Golden Dawn's members) bought a copy of this dootiiaiéer Hockley's death and showed it to A. E. M/ai
It is highly significant that Bullock was more inésted by the alchemical process of the PhilosgpBtone
described in the Bacstrom diary than by his Rosiam Certificate; but Waite was more interestedq agstorian,
by the certificate. Indeed, this certificate protteast a genuine Rosicrucian transmission stilltexist the end of
18th century in a French dominion (in the islandViafuritius). In a letter written to Alexander Titlb, dated 16th
March 1804, Bacstrom explained that Louis de Chazal initiated into a Rosicrucian Lodge in Parid 10,
possibly by the famous Count de Saint-Germain Him&ecording to the traditional rules of the Rogrbss, the
Earl of Chazal gave complete instructions abouG@heat Work to Sigismud Bacstrom because it wasltiig to
form at least one apprentice before the end difeighe was aged 97 when he did this).

It is interesting to note that Dr. Bacstrom haaaleveral pupils (for instance, a certain Dr. Fevbdgn he was
living in the London district of Mary-le-Bone towhd805. Curiously, it was also at Mary-le-Bone thedncis
Barrett was living at the same time. Barrett wafamous book on Magic titled The Magus or the §&dé
Intelligence and claimed to be also a Frater R@3aeis. Towards 1801, he founded an Academy of Mayi
Mary-le-Bone composed of no more than 12 pupilckiey knew Barrett through his friend, John Denleéyo was
a bookseller specialized in occult books (Hockleyked for Denley and was involved in copying mangudt
manuscripts for sale); according to Hockley, Dergaye much information to Barrett for his book, THagus.

It is interesting also to underline that it waienley's bookshop that Lord Bulwer-Lytton claimechave met the
mysterious Brother of the Rosy+Cross who gave hienctypher Mss which he used for writing his famoaosel
"Zanoni". Lytton's Rosicrucian novel is quite autajyaphical; for instance, when Glyndon asks Zarfbisi
Rosicrucian Master) why he wanted to teach hirmtlgsteries of Alchemy, Zanoni answered that he ktiewone
of Glyndon's ancestors belonged to the Frateraity, therefore, according to the rules of the bibitbed, it was his
duty to instruct him. In fact, this story is thdtlard Bulwer-Lytton himself, because one of hizestors, John

Bulwer, was an alchemist in the Sixteen Centuryatededly belonged to the Rosy Cross Fellowship...
Now, to come back to Dr. Bacstrom, we are inforrtedugh a letter Hockley addressed to Irwin, that&rom
pursued the Great Work until the end of his lifet #ied very poor. So, probably, he did not sucdaedaking the
Philosopher's Stone according to the instructibas he received from the Earl Louis de Chazal Aatilie
transcribed in his Essay on Alchemy (reprinted uride title of Bacstrom's Alchemical Anthology be&singer
Publishing Company). It is to be noted that thédamical way followed by de Chazal and Bacstrom aras
Antimony Way. A quite valuable information aboutd&rom's process is given by the famous Frencleaicdt
Fulcanelli in his book Les Demeures Philosophdtetcanelli wrote that this process was not realigh&my but
"Archimie", i.e. a kind of particular process oloiail from the exaltation of gold. Fulcanelli gav&trmnge
information about Bacstrom and Hockley : he wrbig t Among the archimists having used gold for éaming it,
with the help of successful formulae, we shall guot) Yardley, an English inventor of a proceassmitted to Mr.
Garden, a London glover, in 1716, then communichteir. F. Hockley to Dr. Sigismund Bacstrom (whasv
affiliated to the Hermetic society founded by theefit de Chazal, who was living in the Mauritiamisl in the
Indian ocean, during the French Revolution). Thxcpss was the subject of a Bacstrom's letter td_MBand, in
1804."
So, if Fulcanelli's information is correct, Hocklegnsmitted also an alchemical process to Bacstidmrefore, it
is not impossible that Hockley was also a praag@ichemist. In any case, if Bacstrom died veryrptios was not
the case for Hockley. When he died, he left a diaratine : over £ 3.500 (it was a quite substamimbunt in 1885).
Of course, Hockley was an accountant and quitettwgabut it is not impossible that he obtained & p&his
fortune through his alchemical works. If he did nbtain the true Philosopher's Stone (he died Weay the age of
77), he could have succeeded in making gold byrecpkar Archemical process. It seems that Bacstreceived
only the communication of a particular alchemicalgess from the Earl of Chazal, but not the truéoBbpher's
Stone.

According to a letter that Bacstrom wrote to AledanTilloch, we know that the Earl of Chazal "hddained the
Lapis Philosophorum and the "Pierre Animale" (Anif§tone). By the first he acquired what he posskasé by
the second, he had preserved his health to thefégje"

This information is very valuable and proves tiat Earl of Chazal was really initiated into the gjee
brotherhood of the Rosy+Cross because there ayeveny few people who know what the Animal Stondrisleed,
the communication of the secret of the "Animal $tbis only given to the members belonging to theeinal
College" (or Inner Order) of the genuine and ardi@aternity of Aureae Roseae+Crucis and still titutes the



main secret of "internal alchemy". According to tteeuments which are in my possession, this fragewas
founded in 1580 in Germany and was reorganize®&6Xnd 1777 under the name of the Masonic Ordtreof
Gold und Rosenkreuz Orden. It is interesting t@rbat the process of making the "Animal Stone'tdesd in the
alchemical operative corpus of the English SociB®@asae+Crucis of Dr. Bacstrom is very similar tattbf the
German Aureae+Crucis Fraternitatis. In fact, Drc®em was in touch with German brethren of thed@ol
Rosicrucian lodges and translated in English magyets documents written by German Fratres & Ser@e
Mathadanus, Anton Kircheweger, Dorothea Wallacéio,
In France, a Rosicrucian lodge of Aureae Crucisdfnitatis was founded in 1624. The Hermetic Tiadisurvived
mainly through the Masonic French Illuminist Lodgksing the 18th century and through the "EgypEage-
Masonry" during the 19th century.

Indeed, Egyptian Freemasonry (which was founde@dmyliostro) was prominent in the development ofh&lay in
the 19th century. For instance, we know that Fudawas in relationship with De Lesseps family atwed with
the Suez Canal building in Egypt. Ferdinand de ¢éps$elonged to the high degrees of Egyptian Freemng and
also to a very Secret Egyptian Society. Moreover kmow than Fulcanelli was a close friend of Dujel®aris
bookseller who was deeply involved in the studylshemy and Hermeticism. Dujols was associated witeric
Thomas who was an astrologer and chief of an Eggpitlasonic Lodge of Paris named The Rainbow. Adngrtb
Volguine (a French astrologer who wrote some yagosan extremely interesting article about "Astgyland
Secrets Societies"), Alberic Thomas was in toudh wertain members of Ahathodr Temple N° 7 (founbed
MacGregor Mathers in Paris in 1894); Alberic Thomes effectively a close friend of Frater Ely Staugéne
Jacob), a famous French astrologer and also Hiardpif Ahath6or Temple...It is also important taerline that
certain rituals of the high degrees of the Egypl&asonic Rite of Memphis are very similar to tha$¢éhe Golden
Dawn (for instance, the names of the officers heesame).

But these rituals are older than those of the GONMEAWN.! So, they could be the main source of thglaer

GOLDEN DAWN. rituals. In any case, it could explauhy Hockley and MacKenzie were so fascinated by
Cagliostro, founder of Egyptian Masonry, and whgyticonsidered him as their chief Spirit in the Beshood of
Fratres Lucis which they founded together in Englakccording to MacKenzie and Hockley's claims ytivere
initiated into the Fratres Lucis in France at Bayssibly by Eliphas Levi who is alleged to be enmber of this

Brotherhood.

In fact, the original Fratres Lucis or "BrotherhoafcLight" was founded in Germany by the baron Edken
Eckhoffen, a past member of the Golden Rosy+Crodsaéso founder of Asiatic Brethren. All these Gamm
fraternities were deeply involved with the practifealchemy. My historical researches into thegéctoproved that

many members belonging to the Asiatic BrethrenratrEs Lucis became members of a German masorge lod
called L'Aurore Naissante (or "the Nascent DawnUrided in Frankfurt-on-Main in 1807. Westcott wrtitat this
lodge was a "very ancient Rosicrucian Lodge of Kiwamt-on-Main where Lord Bulwer Lytton was receiviedo
Adeptship". It is true that Bulwer-Lytton went tefnany on a long visit during the years 1841-1848 ifovel
"Zanoni" was first published in 1842), so he couée been initiated in the lodge of the Nascent Dasvich still
existed at the time. But before this event, Lyttiichalso sojourn in Italy, at Naples, during thengel1833-34, where
he received some occult instructions probably ftbenprince San Severo, who was a member of thee@old
Rosy+Cross.

Both Bulwer-Lytton and Kenneth MacKenzie knew quitell the famous French Magus Eliphas Lévi who was
practicing alchemist. Just before his second tasiEngland in 1861, Eliphas Lévi carried out sorichemical
experiments with one of his pupil, Dr. Fernand Ro0£1839-1922), who became later a friend of timedfas Papus.
Moreover, one of Lévi's close friends was Louis asica leading alchemist and author of a novelledtRoman
Alchimique. Eliphas Lévi did claim to know the setof transmutation. "I possess", he stated iretiarl, "some
very curious manuscripts of the hermetic art, ahdve a profound knowledge of the mysteries of shance. |
have seen the secret fire produced, | have seerivimmetallic sperms are formed, the white whickerables
mercury, and the red which is a viscous oil resémglriholten sulphur. | know what can be done witldgbut
believe me when | say that | will never do it." Angpthe curious manuscripts about hermetic art whichévi was
referring to, the more important seems to have biee#Esch Mezareph which he published in 1861 agppandix
to his book La Clef des Grands Mystéres ("The Ke@eat Mysteries" which was later translated byEAWaite).
Dr. Westcott published also the A£sch Mezareph daupto an old english translation (dated 1714jrfithe Latin
version of Rosenroth.

So it is not impossible that Eliphas Lévi knew #sch Mezareph from the English Adepts, but he witwiehe
discovered this text hidden in a church. It mustubeerlined also that Eliphas Lévi visited Londgaia in 1861,
just after his initiation into Free-Masonry, in tbempany of his pupil and protector, the Count Aleder
Braszynsky, a practicing alchemist who had a laiooyan the castle of Beauregard at Villeneuve-8&norges,



Mme de Balzac's home. The Count Braszynsky was Liévi, a friend of Lord Bulwer-Lytton, and the twaen
went to stay at his castle, Knebworth, in Hertfoiids It was also the same year (1861) that KenktetbKenzie
visited Eliphas Lévi in Paris. Alexander Ayton, tilehemist of the Golden Dawn, told W.B. Yeats ti@mimade an
elixir of life that he shewed to "a French alchettiprobably Eliphas Lévi himself when the lattésited England
in 1861.

Now, the relationship between all these men is ndeks by knowing that they belonged to the Inte@alege of
the Rosy+Cross, which was always dedicated tottidysand the practice of alchemy, the most seaetlo
science. Indeed, according to the tradition of R#¥C (Fréres Ainés de la Rose+Croix or Elder Bretlukthe Rosy
Cross), a very secretive Order still existing iarfae, Lord Bulwer-Lytton was elected in 1849 ashhst Imperator
of their Order, until 1865; the 52d Imperator wdphnse Louis Constant (Eliphas Lévi) from 1869.874; the

53rd Imperator was William Wynn Westcott (1874-189Be 54th Imperator was Samuel Liddell MacGregor
Mathers (1892-1898), then Rudolf Steiner (1898-)984 internal document about the Order historygdmda of
F.A.R.+C., could explain the relationship betweeaneh and English Adepts. Indeed, the fraternitg vr@ated in
1316 after the persecutions of Knights Templar byifpe le Bel, King of France. Several Knights Trgar
escaped to England, then to Scotland. One of tti@haron Guidon de Montanor, who had been indiatehe
Middle-East into the mysteries of Alchemy, instedtGaston de la Pierre Phoebus in this Art. Bajettzer they
decided to found a new Order, the Elder Brethreth®fRosy+Cross, and to return to France with B&rstKnights
Templar, under the secret protection of the Popa XXII, who was residing at this time in the soaftrance at
Avignon.

So, if Westcott & Mathers were really elected apénator of F.A.R+C., we could understand better why
MacGregor Mathers considered that his "Secret Msgisteere living in France at Paris; it is to be arlshed that
the mysterious French alchemist Fulcanelli wasiitihere during that time and had many acquaintaaoeng the
French occultists surrounding Papus (Dr. Gerardaisge) who was also initiated in Ahathéor Templ&aturday
March 23rd 1895. Anyway, Mathers could not fordettthe was from Scottish lineage and that the Meg@ts
clan originated from the Argylle County, just nddull island where the French Knights Templar toefuge.
According to Mathers' claims, one of his masters w&cottish Adept living in Paris, Frater Ex Liep&ntriones.

THE GOLDEN DAWN ALCHEMICAL TRADITIONS'S SURVIVAL

After the 1903 schism, it seems that a great dahieoAlchemical Golden Dawn tradition survived Ibatside the
Stella Matutina and the Alpha Omega.

STELLA MATUTINA ALCHEMY

Dr. Felkin's contacts with the German occultist Blti&teiner, who was closely connected with antwolahch of the
German Rosy+Cross (the Illluminati) and ImperatofF &.R.+C., were very fruitful. It seems that selepiritual
alchemical practices were taught to Dr. Felkin bsitgr (for instance, the development of the Midelilkar Ritual
and the introduction to the Rosy Cross Ritual, Whiere Stella Matutina practices). The famous do@ument on
Alchemy was certainly written by Felkin, and notMwthers. By the way, it must be underlined thatRituals of
R.R.&.A.C. were not entirely created by MacGregaathers, but that he was inspired by those of then@e
Golden Rosy+Cross, which | am quite sure he reddyeregular transmission. Indeed, | have the ptioatf the
GOLDEN DAWN. wands' patterns were inspired by thesels' Wand described in a very secret and old Germa
document of the Golden Rosy Cross (dated 1514)pw of which is in my possession and that | reagifrtem the
Internal college of this Order. It is quite intetfeg to note that this document contains strongshalewish
Cabalistic influences, and especially those corfriogn the school of Shabbathai Zévi, who proclairhadself in
1666 to be the Messiah awaited by all the Jewss d&ie (1666) is very interesting, because it ecitordance with
a solar cycle of 111 years. Indeed, the German&dolRbsy+Cross Order was linked to this 111 yeackecyjor
instance, it was in 1777 that this Order was re@atiwith a new scale of grades, which was also adiopdth by the
S.R.ILA. and the Golden Dawn founded 111 yearsdatt1888. Now, the Golden Rosy+Cross documenthvhi
referred to above, contains also many rituals whieHind once again in the Golden Dawn (for instageveral
versions in Latin and in Hebrew of the Cabalistio$3 Ritual and the Middle Pillar Ritual). So, tdscument
constitutes the proof that the Golden Dawn magitals are in fact the developments of those ef@erman
Golden Rosy Cross; but as these latter ritualstierery secrets, it is also the proof that tbariders of the
GOLDEN DAWN. received a genuine German Rosicrutiansmission...

Now to come back to the Alchemical tradition of Siella Matutina, it seems to be well preserveNémv-Zealand,
where Dr. Felkin went to live. Pat Zalewski, Chi¢fThoth-Hermés Temple in Wellington, wrote to nmel @ave
me very interesting information about his alcheriwwearks; he underlined in his letter that he coasidl the
practice of alchemy necessary in the R.R. et A@wvéler, he wrote that the real practice of alcherag revealed



to advanced members of the Inner Order only. It ass the case in the Rosicrucian Order of Alphae@enwhere
practical alchemy was revealed only to Adepti Exémp

ALPHA OMEGA ALCHEMY

In England, the Golden Dawn Alchemical traditionsweell preserved in the Rosicrucian Order of Al@iraega,
especially through the action of Frater Animo Etd~(Edward Langford Garstin), Cancellarius of tleadon A.O.
Temple. Garstin received from Moina Mathers sontg valuable alchemical treatises which her huslagsed
very much, especially Jacob Boehme's Mysterium Magand Kirchweger's Aurea Catena Homeri (1722).
MacGregor Mathers valued also very much Salomosmiosin's Splendor Solis because this treatiseded22
beautiful colored plates which Mathers correlatédaurse with the 22 Paths of the Tree of Life. Bugtre is
another alchemical treatise of this kind that Gardstew very well : Le Livre des 22 Feuillets Hetigées ("The
Book of 22 Hermetic Leaves") of Kerdanek de Pomiiich describes twenty-two hermetic Arcanes, a remb
recalling the 22 Major Arcana of the Tarot. It zspible that it was MacGregor Mathers who discayéines very
rare French booklet in France which Garstin reckivem Moina. This booklet, which is in my possessiis very
valuable because it is a very clear descriptiothef22 steps of the Great Work including many labmy drawings.
Strangely, the alchemical way which is describeth@Book of 22 Hermetic Leaves is an Antimonialywary
similar to the Bacstrom's one.
Langford Garstin wrote two unpublished essays abtwliemy : Alchemy and Astrology and A Glossary of
Alchemical Terms. He published also two others lsaitled Theurgy (1930) and Secret Fire (1932)aAs
Englishman, Garstin was naturally more interestethb works of past alchemists in Britain, like \gaan,
Philalethes, Norton, Ripley, John Dee and Kelleyfalct, Garstin was not really involved with oparatalchemy,
but rather he practiced "spiritual alchemy" (I be# that a great part of this spiritual alchemy giasn to B.O.T.A.
through the Alpha Omega's American Temples).

Now, Edward Garstin was also the secretary of thesDSociety, to which belonged also Gerard Heyma,af his
best friends. Gerard Heym was a French alchemisglisometimes at London. He was a close frien.df.
MacGregor Mathers and Moina Bergson-Mathers. Howéneewas never initiated in Ahathdor Temple beezhis

name does not appear on the old Minutes BooksmoTemple, but Gerard Heym was a founder-membehnef t
Society for the Study of Alchemy and Early Chenyistnd of its famous journal, Ambix. He was also rbenof a
French literary society called Les Amants de laokie (The Lovers of the Unicorn) which was deepiyoived in
the study of alchemical symbolism. This society ¥easded by Claude d'Ygé who published an Anthaatg la

Poésie Hermétique. This French Literary Sociestilssurviving to day in Paris, under the namé.&rbe de la

Licorne , of which | am a member.

In his introduction to the French translation ofs&v Meyrinck's novel, Le Dominicain Blanc, Gerateym shows
his insight into the theory of Taoist Alchemy.dtpossible that he belonged to the F.A.R.+C., lmxthis French
Rosicrucian Brotherhood is the only one in Eurapbe involved with the survival of Chinese Alcheanyd to
practice the Way of the "Red Dragon".

Both Gerard Heym and Langford Garstin were frieofd&rchibald Cockren, who was the greatest Briithemist
of this century. Cockren was a genuine adept liumbondon in the 1930's and seems to have beesnaber of

Alpha Oméga. He wrote Alchemy Rediscovered anddRedt(1940). Ithell Colghoun wrote that when Garsti

visited his wonderful laboratory, Cockren showeah Hihe Philosophers' Egg, a glass vessel of ovuighas
containing layer upon layer of basic matter intilaglitional colors of black, gray, white and yelloat the top these
had blossomed into a flower-like form, a pattemaaged like petals around a center, all of a glgvdrange-scarlet.
By keeping his basic matter for a long time at astant gentle heat, Cockren had caused it to gtdwad branches
like a tree."

It is to be noted that Garstin's description altbigt philosophic flower is quite the same as tliahe Red Flower
described in the Book of the 22 Hermetic Leavede@ud, Cockren worked along the way of the "Leathef
Wisemen". He followed directions he found alsoha writings of Sir George Ripley - probably in Besom Book
- which gives a method for preparing the philosajshetone. According to Garstin, Cockren used asnay"open
Pentagram” during his alchemical experiments, wkidhe proof that he followed the instructionsegivin the Z.2
Golden Dawn Alchemical Rituals.

Archibald Cockren prepared oils extracted from nsetand especially oil of gold, the most powerful fiealing
diseases. He cured Mrs. Maiya Tranchell-Hayes (S6xd-ide Fortis, Imperatrix of an Alpha Omega Téshpf a
nervous break-down by giving her three drops ebb#ilver. Cockren saved also the life of Geramyhh at the
beginning of the Second World Ward, by giving hilnadsam when the latter was injured in the FiresiSer
During the year 1965, Gerard Heym told Miss Colquhthan one of his friend, aged 95, had taken pegdid
given by Cockren with great benefit; its effect iaprolong his life and his youth. According togdiColquhoun,



Archibald Cockren was killed during the Second WaAar when a bomb destroyed his laboratory; bub@itog
to C. R. Cammell, Cockren survived the wartimé it his laboratory which was protected. Cammsjsgshat
"when his laboratory was wrecked by the nearbyasiph of a bomb, the glass retorts, containingethérs, in all
states of transmutation, were unharmed - which sdambe a miracle, as indeed it was". AccordinGammell,
Cokren moved to Brighton "where on the thresholfiral triumph (to discover the Philosophical Stpriee died

some years since - about 1950".

Cammell claims that "Cockren gave him at differimies two phials of an elixir of gold, the doserigga few drops
taken in wine". Cammell says: "The benefit to mes\aatonishing. At the most dreadful period of tlegr@ain air-
attack in 1940, when | was constantly engaged irRaid Precaution work, this elixir so exalted rhatf when
taking it, | experienced little fatigue or nervadepression, required little sleep or food, and elthand looked
healthful and invigorated".

This description about the effects of the goldttine is quite accurate, as | can testify by my ewperience after |
had taken some drops of potable gold given to méhéyprother who initiated me into the F.A.R+C.

F. Eosa ALBA X1.

But the main part of the alchemical tradition opAh Oméga is preserved in the archives of our Alwatiemple
which contains very valuable and rare papers, éshethe famous Ancient Chymical Work of Abrahare&zar,
whose true name is Sepher Ha-lorah (in Hebrew)lighdd in German in 1735 and translated in Endiglfrater
In Cornu Salutem Spero (William Sutherland Hunter)l in French by Soror Semper Ascendere (Mme Vdypno
Praemonstratrix of Ahathéor Temple in 1925. Théaical process described in the Sepher Ha lorsimitar to
the way described in the Second Book of the Thesalinesaurorum a Fraternitate Rosae et Aureae<Cruci
Testamento and also in the Sigillum Secretorum agihélia Dei Optimi Maximi translated from the Laitim
English by Frater Deo Duce Comite Ferro (S. L. Madr Mathers), which is also preserved in ourigesh
| had the good fortune to discover one another vany and beautiful French copy of the Sepher lHzhlcopied
and illustrated in colors with the master's han&lgihas Lévi himself. According a note from Elighlaévi, his
copy of this book was made from the original (adiédo have been the famous book of Abraham thettdatw
Nicolas Flamel discovered!). Eliphas Lévi wrotetttige original book belonged in the past to thedamFrench
alchemist Duchanteau (a member of the Golden Ro®ss). The original seems to have been writtenghriw;
in any case the copy of Eliphas Lévi is full of el words... Eliphas Lévi offered and dedicatedchigy to his
protector the Earl of Mniszech, who was also ahetaist and a friend of Lord Bulwer Lytton. Actualtiis
wonderful copy of Eliphas Lévi belongs to a privatdlector who is also a member of a very closedégtic
Society of Paris.
Among the other valuable papers preserved in ttig\ags of Ahathdor Temple, | must quote also :
- The Golden Age Revived by Mathadanus (Count Adhiynsicht - 1621) a Mss translated and writterhwtfite
hand of Frater D.D.C.F. Mathers added at the erdsafanslation the following significant note :
"This latter work is partly reproduced from the raaoript Book given by the Secret Chiefs of the iRimg of the
Rosicrucians to the Supreme Magus of the OrddneRose and Golden Cross in the Outer, and deinsafe
keeping. Rosicrucians of the higher grades of theeOwill know what book | refer and it is for tihddienefit alone
that | make this allusion."
- "Le Trésor des Trésors ou comment on peut rameseaorps a leur matiere premiére dans le butehableur
génération ou leur multiplication". This Mss. hash accredited to Francois Borri, an Italian Alciemwho was
the Master of Queen Christine of Sweden. This Mas translated and transcribed by Soror Semper Ascern



July 20, 1926. According to a note written by thee@®n Christine at the end of the Mss, she succaadbd Great
Work. The way practiced is similar to that of Syines

AN ANALYSIS OF THE 2.2 MSS ON ALCHEMY

Now, | should try to analyze this quite remarkabl@ document because it is one of the very fevings on
Alchemy explaining from a practical point of vietetrelationship between Magic, Alchemy and Astrglothe
operative alchemical process explained in this ¥ls3 is rather theoretical.
Indeed, in real practical Alchemy the choice of kateria Prima often determines the kind of wapedollowed :
dry or wet. For instance, very hard metals sucdogscould not be treated in the same way as veityosie's, such
as mercury : that is just a question concerningri#ing point of metals. So, the technical operagiof the dry
way possess some analogy with metallurgy; thoseedfvay use glass vessels as in chemistry. Moretvere are
many different processes in the dry way or thewast, not only according to the kind of the Firsttkda chosen,
but also when using a specific matter. For instaimcthe "Antimonial Way" (which is a dry way) theeare a lot of
various processes. Even more complicated is thegfésia Way", usually rather a Wet Way, but whidk it
possible to work also according to the Dry Way pssc!
It is interesting to know that the alchemical pdescribed in the famous Z. 2 document belorggnéally to the
Wet Way. This way is longer than the dry one, ladier to practice and also safer : the dry wayery ghort, but
quite dangerous. The Wet Way uses distillationssafdimations in a cucurbite of liquid substancelow
temperatures; the Dry Way uses crucibles, dry amoss and high temperatures. Nevertheless, thel@@nent
begins by the Wet Way, and finishes by the Dry waig to be noted that the Bacstrom process isthesopposite :
it begins by the Dry Way (with the crucible) andigihes by a coction made the Wet Way (in a glassele Indeed,
there is sometimes a bridge between the two walyighwis one of the main difficulties for someonesking to
study Alchemy.
Now, the examination of the different alchemicajpst described in the Z.2 shows certain errorscispe
concerning the "Regimen of Planets" which is natext; indeed, the order described in the Mssadolowing :
Saturn - Moon - Sun - Mars - Mercury - Jupiter nds. The traditional planetary succession desciibedl
Alchemical treatises is : Mercury - Saturn - Jupit®oon - Venus - Mars - Sun. In fact, this is tireler of the color
succession during the coction, which is alwaysathe point of the Great Work. The Ancients descrittedcolors
changing of the Matter according to the old asgudal color attributions of the planets. So, Meycisrsymbolized
by several various colors; Saturn, black; Jupgeay; Moon, white; Venus, green; Mars, red; and, $otd. But we
must not forget than the GOLDEN DAWN. planetaryaccdcale, the "Rainbow Scale”, is different; sayéf take
the planetary order described in the Z. 2. documeatobtain the following color succession : indigdue - orange
- red - yellow - purple - green. This is not attak usual color succession of the great coction.
Another discrepancy of the Z. 2 document with otfemret operative alchemical works concerns thesxe of the
matter to sunlight and moonlight, the sequenceshvaie not correct. However, the mere fact thatphbcess is
given proves that the author of the Z. 2 documeat really well instructed in the mysteries of Alohe because
this indication was never revealed in publishedstéalthough it was often shown in many platesjebd, the
action of light upon the matter, and above all, leowd when it has to be applied, is one of the rsaamets that the
Philosophers reveal only to their pupils after thiation and under oath. Fulcanelli gave a veopd definition of
Alchemy as being "the art of transmutation of thetter by the power of light".
At last, we could observe that in the process desdrin the Z. 2 document, the alchemist finallyadts a powder
and an oil; but in the Great Work, oil and powder always united through a long process called ihitibns" until
a red powder or tincture ("the Red Lion") is ob&in



So, we have to conclude that the process descili@@ does not concern the making of the PhilosopltStone,
but is rather a "particular process", for instasgeh as the extraction of the salt and oil (orftsl) of a metal or a
plant.

One of the more interesting characteristic of the @n Alchemy is that the magical rituals are @tad with the
alchemical process. Indeed, this kind of informai®always missing in classical alchemical tekiswever, one of
the only magical instructions concerning alcherat trcould find (excepted the Z.2 Mss) are contaiimea very
secret text communicated to me by the Internalegellof the Golden Rosy+Cross Fraternity, whiclitle :
"Testamenti Fraternitatis Roseae et Aureae Crugcilger 1I: "De Magia Divina et Naturali cum Chymiddagicae
Secretorum”.

The process described in this document is an iat@lohemical practice using "Potable Gold" linkeith the
evocation of the seven Planetary Intelligencesdrbe Artist's Guardian Angel. It is to be undeeld that all these
magical, or rather theurgical, practices were abyagssible after the achievement of the Philosdpl$tone, which

was used as a kind of "astral magnet" for attrgcsipiritual entities.

P

The Adepts who gave me these secret instructiophasived the fact that nobody could really pradiesic
safely before having obtained the Philosopher's&emd having been regenerated by its powers. dn@eeEnglish
Adept told me that according to his own experimethis Philosopher's Stone could awaken greatlyatdties of
precognition, which could be very useful for comneating with spiritual beings during a magical eation.
Now, it must be known that the ingestion of thel&®dpher's Stone or of the Potable Gold could mgek@us to
unprepared people, because these substances atvakehe/old Rosicrucians Adepts called "the suiris of the
body" (the kundalini ), and cause a great enhanneofehe sexual power which is very difficult torgrol. If the
pupil is not correctly prepared, the elixir coulslise all kind of disturbances in his private lifee:could be
enslaved by his passions and unable to controh@thge this new energy. If he does not know hosubdimate
the power of the "secret fire" of his kundaliniistienergy will be wasted on purely sexual actigitie thoughts. In



other cases, this "fire" could rise up to his bt cause many hallucinations. If the pupil's méndot enough
purified, he could see monsters like Glyndon in&@nthe famous Bulwer Lytton novel. Generally, gixir
causes a great "karmic" elimination, especiallycawning the pupil's love life.

This is the reason why the Adepts never give tlrdrEbr Drinkable Gold, to unprepared pupils and/bung
people, but only to experienced pupils, aged &t 4@ years old and only after 7 years of trainifigs training
concerns in a certain way some "tantric" pract{t@saway from the so-called "sexual magic" of Ater
Crowley!). Indeed, the Internal College of the GoidRosy+Cross knew this kind of practices, but tliveye always
kept very secret because the Adepts feared thatthdd be misused. Another part of this magicahing is a kind
of "yoga" involving meditation on moon and sun ligtith magical mirrors. Of course, MacGregor Mathknew
something about theses secrets practices (whicbrdyainveiled to the grade of Exempts) becausebeived the
operative corpus of the Golden Rosy+Cross and &dpethe secrets commentaries about the Salometriiosaic
Magical Claviculae.




