On the Philadelphian Gold

[This extract is taken frorihe Theosophical Transactions of the Philadelphian Society. This short lived magazine
(four issues appeared during 1697) was edited aydis Lee, the son-in-law of the English mysticeJaead who
was the major figure behind the Philadelphian Sgcidost of the articles in this magazine were mi#d without
credit or else given pseudonymous authors, tholglbtilk of these were probably written by Franae bor his
colleague Richard Roach. Among these is this istarg dialogue which discusses the idea of thetaplror
Philadelphian gold. - Adam McLean.]

A Conference
betwixt
Philochrysus and Philadelphus
On the Philadelphian Gold.

Philochrysus: This was upon me to ask you. You may rementiben that you told me how the description of y
city which we then read, was more literal, thaaasy to be believed, and withal more mystical ihempossible fo
the wisest of mortals to comprehend. And in paldicyou told me that it was built first of true asdbstantial
Gold; secondly of fine Gold; thirdly of transparemtglassy Gold; and fourthly of living Gold.

| desire now that you would answer me to all theseticulars in order. Do you then say that thig §tbuilt of true

Gold, and that it is not only metaphorically sadoe built of Gold? Is it as real and substanigait, as visible and
palpable, and has it as many good qualities asthich | have now in my hand?

Philadelphus: Yes, Philochrysus, | can assure you that it i$t bfitrue and not metaphorical Gold, as some would

have it only to be. This Gold, | say, is no lesal Bnd substantial, and no less visible and padptabits inhabitants

and has as many, yea more, good qualities thatiah you hold in your hand, and seem so pleastd iknow

that this is a strange language, and | shall havehrado to make myself understood by you but indegree.

Because | must speak of that which you have neagm,©r handled; though others have both seenaraEld of it,

and you also may come in time to do the same. &dtttvill be almost as hard a matter for one thdtorn blind to

understand the philosophy of colours, or one beaf the nature and distinction of sounds, as fortgo

comprehend what | ambout to say of a certain substance that is @gitsome but not to you, palpable to som

not to you; and which therefore you have no kindmgfrehension of.

Philochrysus: | promise to be very attentive. Do me the favautrtb satisfy me as far as you can.

Philadelphus: Well, | will endeavour your satisfaction, afteattyou shall have answered me a question or two tha

| have to propose to you.

Philochrysus: | am very ready to do it.

Philadelphus: Why do ye believe that piece of Gold which ye seduwne, to be true, real and substantial, and not

shadowy, figurative and accidental?

Philochrysus: Why do | believe so? | am not such a strangehnedruth, as not to be able to distinguish it fram

shadow. A shadow will fly from me if | go to catahit, but this | can grasp fast enough. A shadepethds on the

substance, and on the position of the Sun whicts @&adt has no figure but from the substance, tuad is always

very faint and weak; it cannot be touched, it haganderosity, no light, no power in it. But thisponderous,

bright and powerful. You see me touch it, andigsiife is not faint or weak but vivid and strongthiwiut depending

upon anything else. Wherever | move it, and what#we position of it may be to the Sun or lightstitl retains the

same shape and the same substance. And now ItHfasg i1 dare venture its flying away.

Philadelphus: | see you are well satisfied with yourself. Buaytell me, how would you give a description otat,

satisfy another that had never seen it, or perhaper heard of it; or if ever heard of it, yet ntherwise than as a

figurative sound to please children with, or aattle, a picture, a shadow, a name without substamithout

reality? How would you make it to be understooa ®hilosopher, and how to a merchant that is nlegdpher,

supposing them both to be strangers to the nahdeise of this sovereign metal?

Philochrysus: Truly, Philadelphus, you begin to puzzle me. Arditles | cannot see whither all your windings and

turnings will at last lead me. Indeed, it wouldadifficult matter to resolve satisfactorily eitreePhilosopher or a

merchant concerning this dear precious metalgy thave not some manner of notice of it beforehBudl since it

is not unlawful to make such a supposition, | aadsealso to make such an answer as | can.



| would therefore endeavour to satisfy them, by imgkise of such ideas, images and conceptions whéghare
already acquainted with; and by compounding thechdividing them, | would strive to frame in the iriggr an
idea, image and conception hereof, which might @@g as near as possible to the truth. As foriestaf | were
to discourse with a philosopher, whom | will suppds live in the remotest part of Tartary, or imm&odark corner
near to the Northern Pole where mines of Gold weseer so much as heard of, and no hame even fauritir the
language of the country. | would think in the fipthce what to call it, that he might in some sgprehend me,
while | am discoursing with him. Now because sono@gier mines may be near to him, and he may havedsan
and handled and also tried several experiments tipemetal, therefore | will call it fine Copper perhaps fine
Brass, if this bdikewise known to him. Then because | must speakmn in his own terms, and he has used hin
to those of Mercury and Sulphur, | will tell himigHine Copper is compounded of a pure MercuriatéVand a
pure Sulphureous earth, exactly proportioned atyl maturated and concocted by the Sun-beams in goapeer
matrix or vessel.

Next | will, as far as | am able, show him the elifince, both in quantity and quality, of the commting principles
of this fine Copper, and of his Copper. Whereupteil lhim that the Mercurial Water, which entertoithe
composition of this fine Copper, is not only moubtte, defecated and pure, than that which isan &othic
Copper of his, but also that it is there in a mgagater quantity. Likewise | tell him that the gtignof the
Brimstone or Sulphureous Earth, which enters ineodompaosition of the Gothic copper is greater thah which it
in this fine (which I call for distinction the Pesian) Copper, but that in the former it is more rseathan in the
latter. Herein lies the main difference of the R&n and the Gothic Copper (which | must make myogbpher
understand) as to the composition of the principleh in the one and the other. Which are bothrdisdly the
same, but diversified as well according to qualyquantity. He must then confess to me, that taecidy in the
Gothic Copper must needs be originally infected pmidoned, and that there must be a defect inrd@gqution: as
likewise that the coarseness, the superfluity aeccombustibleness of its Sulphur are no inconaker
impediments to the perfection of this metal. Andahié grant me to this, | believe, though he nekiave seen the
fine metal of Peru, that there may be such a Cotygee found as | do describe, if there may bealercury, or
water of Life, freed from its original infection dipoison, and then fitly adapted and conjoined witiroper
Sulphur that shall be pure and of an incombustibakeire, so as not to diminish in the severest.fires

However perhaps he will maintain, that | ought alédgether to despise the Sulphureous Earth dbbthick
Copper; for that though it were not so pure, figed permanent as that of the other, yet it wahef/ery same
essence and nature with it, and therefore alsotrpiggsibly come to be in like manner purified araden
incombustible.

And when | have brought him thus far, then | magadpunto him of the several properties of our iopper, and
leave him to compare them with those of that cososewhich is only known to him. And here if | ddwive him
an exact calculation of the weight of a cubicahin¢ the Peruvian Copper, comparing it with a cabiach of the
Gothick and showing the preponderancy of that abloige | should settle in him a just idea as to praperty of it.
Another property is purity and clarity, which | ntus the next place give him to understand by dédodrom suct
ideas or conceptions which he has already admiétetird is its tincture, and here as | must hegghthat idea
which he has entertained on one side, so | musttei on the other, that this man may exactly catadvith the
original. A fourth and main property which | amtél him of is Fixation, or the immortality and ieféctibility of
the tincture, life or soul of this metallic bodye&ides all which | may in the fifth place discourséim of the
extreme ductability or rarefaction of it; if it nfignot be too prodigious for his belief, and siythdf its medicinal
uses and qualities, which would afford me a greaiety of matters to entertain him with.

And thus | shall have in some degree satisfied mnyaFian or my Gothick Philosopher, that the firgper of Peri
is not metaphorical or symbolical, as his poor ¢oumen, who have never seen it, would persuade timthat it
is as truly, really and substantially of a metatiature and consistence, as that which he dailglearior such. And
he now begins to understand how this fine coppbiciwm otherwise call Gold, is compounded of thmegyet
better graduated) principles, with a more exacpprtion than his, and that it is not metaphoricdiiyt really a
metallic substance, more ponderous, and brighter the other, also of a bitter (though not so d&@mture, more
fixed and ductile, and lastly more proper for hurbadies, to be used internally or externally, whespared
according to Art.

So | take my leave of my Philosopher, and go nexhy merchant. Here | shall not have so much tadayith the
former. | neednly to mind him in brief of the several propertasout which | discoursed my philosopher, and"
declare unto him the great and excellent use tifi@remmmerce, so as more than four hundred timemswer the
other in common valuation, and often more than fiuadred.

Philadelphus: Tis enough, | find you like well the subject tlyatu are upon, but hope it will serve to lead yao in
one that is far better. Of all that you have noid,saothing will be found to be in vain, when | df@me to



examine you. The tables may come perhaps to bedurpon yourself. Wherefore let me persuade ydryto
thoroughly, whether that be indeed gold, which Believe to be so. But since you have been pleassdtisfy me
as to what | demanded, | am now most ready tofgatisl, as to what was propounded; only | must fir@mise
two or three things that | may be understood by. Woherefore be now attentive and consider well wizah about
to say.

Philochrysus: | will be sure Sir, to attend your motiomyfl begin to be very jealous, that you have beernying or
all this while some plot to undermine me. But pletyus hear your premises, and | promise to maédoést use of
all the ears and eyes which | have.

Philadelphus: The first thing that | wish then to premise isstiihat the Divine Blessing was originally spoken
forth upon the whole Creation of God. Or as somald/cather choose to express it - It was outspaokenthe
Creation, that is, by a real, vital and essentilsion engrafted into it. So that whatever comeaduhe hands of
God was good. No evil should ever be derived froenDivine Being, who notwithstanding the suprerbetiy of
Will, is necessitated when He acts, to act accgrtbnGoodness. No sin nor death, no barrennesaghit, no
weakness or disproportion could at all proceed fhinmm Wherefore he rejoicing, as it were, in therkgoof his
hands, pronounced them both severally and univgrsabe good, yea very good, as considered i thisole
system, and harmonious union with each other.

Philochrysus: | must grant that you say. But | would fain seavteat purpose It will serve you.

Philadelphus: You may yet, before we part.

Philochrysus: | cannot deny but that God blessed the whole @mand that all the works of his hands are good.
Make your best of it.

Philadelphus: The second thing that | have to premise is bat esrollary from the former, and is strengthened by
universal experience. It is this, The Works of @reation are not Now in the same State, as theg when they
first came out of the hands of God, or as wherDiivene Blessing was pronounced upon them, or olsp@nto
them, yet with this limitation, so far as they ari¢hin our Sphere or Orb. For experience doth istday too
sufficiently attest that the creatures, whethey the of the animal, vegetable or mineral kingdoamrot be all said
to be good, howsoever they be considered, eitlparately by themselves, or conjunctly in harmonghwlie rest.
And whatever may be pleaded on their behalf by sacue philosophers and divines, that all the areatare,
even at this day, good; though not positively,ngdatively, and with respect both to their preseoristitution and
the constitution of the world in general, it is@int, to me at least, if either the undoubted @ of scripture, or
the natural light of reason may judge of the appéat all that they can say will, if it prove athyng, certainly
conduce to the very overturning of the positivedyzess of the Divine Being,and the introducing i thom
thereof a certain relative, hypothetical and imagyrgoodness, and to the building up a very oddimadular
system of the Universe.

This if it were necessary, | might at large dediiceugh several particulars, proving the absuralitg
inconsistency of such a supposition, that has keden up of late by some men of name, and by tleenmiush
authorised to the dishonour of God, though theyhtnigt perhaps design it so, as | am apt both pe lamd believe
But this would lead me out very far and keep melémg from the resolution of the question in haddwever,
Philochrysus, if at any other time you think it Woyour while to demand a particular satisfactisriathis point, |
shall be most willing to give it to you.

Philochrysus: | thank you, Philadelphus. At present | am wethggh satisfied in this matter; yea so much as &l
often with my self admired, even when bit by a fleaw any could be serious in pleading for the guetibn of the
present constitution of the World of Nature, ai$ ifever had been better, or was never to be héiteafter it shall
have lasted out such a term, that it must retuck bgain into its primitive state of nothingnesg;tlhe most
dreadful dissolution through Fire. This their cétayghe of Our World, | must confess, did never wegll please
me; but did always stick.

Philadelphus: Its is then granted by you that the present ctutigth of this terrestrial world in which we livis not
so perfect and good as it was originally broughthf®y God, and that it may, by the gift of god;aeer again its
original constitution.

Philochrysus: It is granted.

Philadelphus: Well! Answer me now this one question. Which do ymw think best deserves to be called by this
or that name, that which is most perfect in itslkiand that which comes up most really to the #éme original
frame of its nature, or that which falls shorttpfind is very Imperfect as to its kind?

As for instance, you take two sheep, or two horaed,of these let one be placed at the right haddtze other at
the left. Suppose now the horse at the right harthve all the most excellent features and promastof an horse,
and that at the left to have none of them at ali,tb be very mean and despicable. Suppose alshtep at the
right hand, to be very plump and fat, and to we@oéden Fleece upon its back, and that at theddje lean,



deformed and leprous. Will you hereupon say thattbrse at the left hand is a real horse, butattite right a
metaphorical one? Or that the sheep at the leftige sheep, but not that at the right? And vall yot rather say
that these by approaching nearer to the perfectidineir nature, and to the original integrity arehuty in which
they were first both brought forth from the Divieremplar, do less deserve to be called figurathadlegorical
than the other.

Philochrysus: So indeed it seems to me, if either of these neagatled a figurative sheep, or a figurative hoitse,
must be the left-handed ones, who come not upetptimitive constitution of their nature, into whithe divine
blessing was spoken, but have fallen under theecared suffered the depravation of their first fioren, according
to the sipposition that is granted you. And if any one badr seen such an other but such lean and defeshesgh
or such ill conditioned and disproportioned jakesjly | say should much condemn his rashness #ghould say
there were no other, but posily conclude these to be the best of the kind,taatdabove them are but hypothet
metaphors, or poetical expressions of somewhasdsamding nature. Yea | should be a little angheishould be ¢
obstinate as to stand out against the authentitioets of ocular witness, or go to oblige me toydery own senses,
because his have not had the same experience wimehalso had.

Philadelphus: Suppose also that you have two bushels of wheabrie whereof is half full of chaff, the other
perfectly cleansed, the one blighted, the otheyelgirained and sound. Would you say that the ldiyhnd chaffy
corn is only real and substantial, but the sourditha cleansed to be no more than a metaphortwadow.. |
believe not.

Suppose once more thaiwyhave two pips of Spanish wine, the one naturdlunsophisticated, clean and sprigl
the other pipe sophisticated and filled up halhwitater: and that you have tasted only of theratiould you say
that this only is true wine, and not the other?

Philochrysus: No, Philadelphus, | think | should not so far espany own judgment. And though | should not +
tasted of the finest wine, yet would | not say ¢hisrno better than that | have tasted; and agsgrtvhat | am told
of the other is only fancy or figure.

Philadelphus. Now my dear Philochrysus, Hold to your words. Fsee two pieces of gold, the one as at your |
hand, the other is at your left, the one celegtiddl, the other terrestrial gold, like as therelawdies celestial and
bodied terrestrial. The gold of your left hand yame and handle, and say therefore that it is sufitarhe gold of
the right hand you see not neither can you haadie ,conclude therefore that it is shadowy. Thearagereof is
this. The former has a peculiar virtue in it tandlithat eye by which the former Gold may be disedrand to
induce such a paralytic numbness and deadnes$ amegpart of the man that has a lust after it tieacannot
possibly feel or handle the other till his disebedirst removed from him. But as for me, that Gatich you call
substantial, | should of the two rather choosealbshadowy Gold, and that which you think to baddwy and
figurative, | must call substantial and real, ondeeater reasons than you have produced to mowve the
contrary.

Philochrysus: | cannot but believe my senses. You shall notyepsrsuade me out of them. For if they deceive
| can be certain of nothing.

Philadelphus. Be not afraid: you may keep your senses stilhfier Since the senses deceive none; but it is the
judgment which is made upon them that may be eocwselake care therefore that you judge not ararss think
that to be in the object itself which is nothing ln impression produced by it upoe tfensory. But tell me, do y
ever dream?

Philochrysus: Yes | do.

Philadelphus: You may then remember how you thought that yolelseen, felt and handled various objects w
have vanished away as soon as you awakened.

Philochrysus: | do. And particularly | call to mind, how | hagemetime thought myself to be rolling among bags
of gold. So that it has been no small trouble tatonénd myself undeceived in the morning.

Philadelphus: Forget not this. The application will not be diffit, and very nearly concerns you, my friend.
Philochrysus, you are in a dream at this very mstand you will certainly find yourself undeceiviedthe morning,
when your senses that are now locked up in sleapreicover themselves.

Philochrysus: In a dream say you? Nay, then the whole worlddseam. All that | do is dream and fancy, and
whatever | behold or handle is but a shadow. Will ynake all the world beside yourself to be ineadn? Will yot
make all the hurly-burlies in it, all the trafficlgs, negotiations, and wars, with all manner afdsations, private
and public, civil and religious, to be nothing méng the sportive imaginations of the night? Wdluymake nothin
to be real or substantial of what is seen, fe#art or understood by us poor mortals? Sure,Pphdesl you are no
sceptic.

Philadelphus: No, | am an eclectic. But yet | have found thedjobscepticism, as to many things that you beli
And if it go not too far, it is the foundation df aolid knowledge, natural, political or divine. Wrefore, however



strange it may appear to you, it is not very fanirthe truth, to say that this world, with all tietn it, is but a
dream or a shadow when compared with the invisilwidds. | am afraid to press you too much with ¢hesatters,
and therefore | only said it is not very far frohettruth to say so, but the indubitable recordsraihegn manifestly
the finger of God, would bear me out, if | shoudy $hat it is the very truth itself. Search intesk and you will
find enough to open your eyes and let you see thdothreof this World passeth away, and that all thelbngs to
is no more than as a vision of the might, whicesflaway with the day break. My thoughts have beandrly the
same with yours: the poisoned cup from the hartiefair Harlot, whom | have mentioned to you, castinto a
deep sleep. And in it | remember, | had just theesdreams which you have now. | thought terresioéd was as
substantial as you imagine it to be, and of thest&ll gold | had no manner of apprehension; bt eeentented to
look on it as a figure and not as a substancel Bas roused out of my sleep by a swift messengeobthe
Heavenly Philadelphia, upon which all the enchasthes of the night immediately fled away, anddkened
recovering the senses which had been before chameshd then | quickly perceived my errors. Ahligdhrysus!
Awake! Awake! There stands now at your right hand of the citizens of that beautiful city, who helgefore him
a medal made of the same gold, which he would pteéeegyou, if you would but suffer your eyes todpened, and
would not hold so fast the shadow.

Philochrysus: What mean you to do with me? Oh! A little moreeglea little more slumber, a little more of this
worlds, and then | awake. Disturb me not.

Philadelphus: He talks in his sleep. Ho! Ho! Philochrysus. Yoill mot yet be awakened I find. | will thereforerfo
a little time grant you your hearts desire, and thice, suppose that you are not asleep whilelgep,sbut that
your dream is a reality, and all the conclusiora ffou have made from the exercise of your outwsartgses to be
true. For by parity of reason (even granting wiat gay) as you do conclude the terrestrial golgettrue, real and
substantial, | do conclude the celestial to beasd, much more so. If you plead sensation for ydmsow those
that plead it for ours, and that deserve as mucledat) to be believed as any that you bring.IBsttyou might not
so readily believe or apprehend perhaps the wigsetbat | could produce, | will proceed with youyasi would do
with your Goth or Tartar, that had never hearchefgold mines of Peru. Wherefore | must needytellthat if the
Peruvian gold be true gold, then the Philadelpliald deserves also of right so to be called, yealish better
qualified of the two to bear this name, as it isenperfect in its kind, and as it more nearly apph®s then the
former to the true and original frame of pure andefiled nature, exactly compounded according ¢odiliine
exemplar, and duly concocted in the bowels of texlasting mountains, the mountains of the Sunthad
Mountains of the Moon. Whence, supposing the diffee of Philadelphian and Peruvian Gold to behas t
difference of Peruvian and Gothic Copper; this wit hinder but that the Philadelphian Gold, batboading to the
greater purity of its constituent principles (ashsut the least alloy of the curse) and the moategroportion of
then, may well deserve to be looked on no lesstheal the Peruvian.

Philochrysus: If it be so, pray dear Philadelphus, give me sofrig that | may make a proof.

Philadelphus. You are not yet out of your dream, you know notitwou say. For you neither understand what
manner of Gold this is, neither who it is that ¢gi@we it. It may be called to you by a thousand ngnet | do assu
you that it is true and proved gold. And let mé yell that your gold, or the false brass of Pesunat constituted of
Principles altogether pure and defected, but mixigd some close and inherent imperfections. Neitiverthe
proportions adjusted according to perfect Natuoéomly according to the perfect constitution détterrestrial orb
The curse that has entered into the whole loweatiene has also entered into this, and it is notidget metal,
except with respect to the lapsed and broken frafntieis our Earth.

Philochrysus: Hah! Philadelphus! | am wondering where you wilhrat last. | am not so roh in a dream, but | ¢
laugh at these amusements of yours. Did ever afoyebdeny Gold to be a perfect metal?

Philadelphus. Mistake me not. | do not deny it to be a perfeetahwith respect to the present order of things in
their Fallen State. But | do positively aver thasinot a perfect metal with respect to that ptiveiand original
order of Beings which proceeded immediately frond@&wough His Word, wherein and whereby they suplsig
that it partakes of the curse, as well as all thermwsubjects of the mineral or metallic kingdohgugh not in the
same degree. Now there is an Inherent curse, ane ihalso an Adherent Curse, and of both of tliesere or
less participates.

Philochrysus: Pray what do you mean by an Inherent Curse, anddwoyou appropriate it to the Terrestrial Gold.
Philadelphus; Know what is the Blessing and you cannot fail now what is the Curse in Nature. There is an
Inherent Blessing in every creature, and therésis @an Adherent Blessing. Without the former Godldmever
have pronounced them good, and without the ldty tould never have been serviceable to man, thietoest of
their fellow creatures. A privation, or loss, ihair of these kinds, is called the Curse. And hastdiverse degrees
and is variously specified, so takes it up diverames, as Death, Darkness, Hades, Sheol, the Thebkaeft Hand,
the Seed of the Serpent, the Mist out of the Edaitith, Arimanius, Poison, the Blood of the Old &yon, the



Prisons, the North, and many others.

The benediction now of both kinds may be lessehigidlen or removed either in part of in whole. TrathArent
Benediction may possibly admit of a total removd aeparation, but the inherent can never do thisowt the
destruction and annihilation of the subject whereis. Whence though it may be hid, yet can iterdye separated
without the entire disunion of its constituent asital principles. Which are not perishable, but @emdthe same,
notwithstanding all the cortices, veils, and cowgs, wherewith they may be overcast or oppressetiwaich are
said to be under the president-ship of so manyAngels.

Behold then here is Wisdom to take away the InteCeinse from the creature, and to cause the disapge
Blessing to reappear, and exert forth itself. Némallsyou understand how this curse is to be apjmtgat to the
terrestrial Gold, and how the contrary Blessintpibe predicated of the celestial. But in the fisice you are to
take notice, that as the inherent is here lessithany other subjects of the same Kingdom and Qsttethe
Adherent Curse is greater. In the second placeay@tio observe that the primary and Radical priasipeing (as !
us) invisible in themselves, the secondary and efgany, which may be made visible, can be here exdéynined
into.

In the third place, | am now to acquaint you tlase elementary principles, which | call also Sgical, as | call
the former Seminal, are vastly different in theestaf pure and of corrupt Nature.

For in pure nature there is found a bright livimgstalline water, full of spirit, power and enerdpyt in Nature
corrupted there is a water that is opposite tq theéeng without Light, Life, or purity, without sfitiuality or strengtt
and void of all benign efficacy. Wherefore as yatded pool remote from the sun beams, or as aidsipit
phlegm, is not to be regarded or valued, so likewl&re is found a bright, living and crystallireeté (such as hath
been, and such as will be, and such as is evéaisdirne, when it appears not, except to some felgh is
sometimes compared to fine silver, and is called3alt of the Earth. And in this Blessed eartlockéd up the
Spirit, Energy and Seed of the Mineral and vegetalsigdoms in their purest constitution, yea anthefanimal
too. For that it contains in itself the Fire of Meg, by which the wheel of her Magia, accordingltdhe seven
forms and spirits is set to work.

On the contrary there is a dull, dead and opacearth that is mixed more or less with all terr@stsubjects, and
that may by Art be separated from them. This isGhese of the Earth which must be taken away assbtiied,
before the Blessed and new Earth can appear, vaneri¢is called the Damned Earth.

Philochrysus: | hope you will not say that there is any of wtreg Chymists call Damned Earth in this our Gold.
For | cannot bear the thought of it. Pray thereatplain yourself here a little.

Philadelphus: It is you yourself that make the particular apgion, for | did not. And indeed, Sir, | was almost
afraid to touch you so near the quick. But if y@ald, Philochrysus, be a terrestrial subject (whjioh will scarce
deny) then | am sure it must have some share ®tamned earth in it. For the Curse has not a cordrtastop
when it came to a mine of Gold, but like a leawgmaissed through and through, and infected theendsith, and
all that belonged to it. There might not indeedrsah of it here abide as elsewhere, and therefsa&lithere was
less of the Inherent Curse in this, than in angp#ubject of the same kingdom or order. Yet tiesmme, and that
too very considerable, if either reason or expegemay be allowed to pass the judgment. But thisldviead us
too far into a Philosophical disquisition.

Let it suffice at present to consider whether whatlgar and ordinary artist may be able to giveeular
demonstration of in the greatest part of earthhjestts, an expert master may not be as abléséotge same in All
Wherefore be not angry, dear sir, at what | hagerésd, but learn to bear the thought of whatléllso much your
disappointment, as to let you see the fair idolair heart is not so lovely as you have imagined kie, and that it
is not all true gold that glisters in your hand.

There is a Damned Earth Terra Damnata et Malethetacleaves so fast to it, as is not (easily)aséparated by
the refiners art. And | am informed from credibdsttmonies, that whosoever shall be understandihgart and
skillful in hand, to separate this vile earth frtim precious Solar Earth in the body of Terrestgald, shall find
the quantity of the former (however small when canegl to the inferior metals) to exceed the othed & what is
related concerning the degradation of Gold by aiment and curious eye-witness of this nation, wiadinthe
philosophical and Christian world stands obligedaiod who had this generous and noble design tticate
Religion from all sectarian polity or partialitypé to establish it upon solid and immutable groubastrue; and if
also the daily experiments) made even in ordinabptatories of the possibility of its supergradatmd Exaltatior
by losing in its weight, and so possessing an hidiecture and Clarity, may deserve any credit: Mtgeit certain
that it may still arrive to an higher degree botlrixation and Purity, than it could ever meet witlthe Bowels of
the Accursed earth.

But whether this can ever be quite set free franhnberent Curse or no, is not so material to oesgnt purpose.
However there is a vein, | can assure you, of Rsitad Gold, which not having been with it infectéslby Moses



pronounced to be good, (Genesis 2, 12). And yat &his is no more to be compared with the Philadalp or
Sionitical Gold, than the Peruvian is with it. Heyeyou may, in part | hope apprehend what is mbatit by the
Blessing and the Curse, which are inherent initégallic body.

Philochrysus: | do, I think, pretty well understand you. But prahat do you mean by an Adherent Curse, and how
is that to be appropriated to the Terrestrial Gold?

Philadelphus: The Adherent Curse is that which adheres or cletvéhe Creature, by external application, and not
by Internal Constitution, or composition. And hégeexternal application | mean not barely any outhxabuse of
the same whatever, but also (and chiefly) any degfe@dhesion of the Human Soul to it, how intirsdever, and
the more intrinsic still the more dangerous, itrigeioreign, incongruous, and extrinsic both to$loail, and to the
creature which she seeks to cleave as to her btegddow though your terrestrial Gold has indeedswomuch of
the inherent, yet has it far more of the Adheremts€, which is much the worst of the two. And thpitgshould be
never so perfect as to its composition, that avaitsf this other Curse sticks to it. Yea, on tleatrary, this will be
so much the greater and the heavier, as in theofdke Tartarization [2 Peter, 2, 4.] of thosee@agvho kept not
their first estate of adhesion to the Original Bgand Goodness, and in that of the Golden Cal$ratel,
concerning which the Jews have to this very daglabcated proverb, that no punishment is everciefti upon
them in which there is not some portion of thid.c&hd | fear the same may be justly applicabletoadhem alone.
What Evil of Sin is there in the whole world thatriot perpetrated for the sake of it? And what Bi/pain, or
dreadful judgments by the Divine nemesis have nefgaly been pulled down upon particular persons, fgoilies
and upon whole kingdoms? Behold, and consideritimestof old; what examples all histories both sdemed
profane doth give you. To conclude, how many aeedlthat for the sake of this, labour the gregtastof their
lives in the very fire, who at length reap nought émoke and dross, in the room of those Goldenrt&ins which
they hereby imagined to themselves? And how mararyvhemselves all their lives for very vanity, Vehbeing
deceived with the false show of an adhering blgsghey find only misery and repentance; who, thesy taken bu
half that pains to discover the Paradisical ord&glphian mine of Gold, would never lealveen left in such plung
at the last? Behold all this proceeds from its AdheCurse. Remember, prithee Philochrysus, thegdgphorism
of the richest Subject of the world at that timeweell as the best politician, and the most faite&rvant; which
famous aphorism is, | suppose, not unknown to you.

Philochrysus: You mean, | know the saying of that great manclviiie left in his legacy to posterity: Had | but
taken but half that pains to serve my God, ask toserve my Prince, he would not now have dederte.
Philadelphus: | do so. And withal | assure you, my good frietidht if you were but half as diligent in seekintgaf
the celestial, as you are in seeking after thestiial Gold, you would be experimentally convintledt | have
spoken nothing to you all this while but the veryth, and you would find yourself possessed of w&utze instead
of vanity.

Philochrysus: | am at a loss. | know not what to make of thatollyou say. Disturb me not out of my sleep. For |
would rather dream on at the old rate, than be stede Have pity on me, and depart from me. For | am
Philochrysus. | am a lover of that what you havetemptibly nick-named terrestrial Gold. The whiolmte is a
Celestial substance. But you will hardly allowdthe a substance at all, that so you may the m@léthe Gold (as
you call it) of your own country, which | must cathaginary. Tell me not then that mine is vanityttee shadow
only of a substance. Neither speak to me of labguior smoke and dross. | know what is substanttegrik my
stars, and | can distinguish between what is tnagevehat is counterfeit. Mine hath been tried in fire, and
weighed in the balance. It hath stood in the ond;ia the other hath been found to have its jusgiieCan you
also pretend to this?

Philadelphus: Yes, more than pretend. Mine is indeed Gold tieithe Fire, and it has been also weighed in the
balance as well as yours. And let me tell you bessithat your gold shall never be able to endusfitle-trial, but
shall fly away in it as lead and dross. And onergodithe Gold of my City if put into the balancéllvypreponderate
this whole room full of yours. Whence the Crownttisamad out of this Gold is called emphaticall@ight of
Glory and an Hyperbolical or excessive weight, gdar exceeding and Hyperbolically Hyperbolical g¥ei[2
Corinthians 4,17.] So far exceeds the celestiad@opreponderosity the terrestrial Gold when weijtogether, a
no hyperbole can reach. It exceeds in like mamelarity and lustre, in fixation and permanencyttie
superexcellency of its Tincture, in ductibility adivisibility; and in all manner of medicinal uslesth for Spirit,
Soul and Body, all which it revives, exhilarates gerfects. And inhe last place all the merchandise of your W
is not to be compared with it. This alone can tiauhygl really and lastingly make you rich. It woulat be difficult to
particularize each of these, and to show herebyahléity and substantiality of this Gold that | gtefor, not only
equally with, but far above that which is dug otitree Earth. But all that can be said hereupon,lévbut serve so
much the more to exasperate you if you comprehemat, or will not attend to it. In vain therefoneuld it be for
me to give you (at present) a particular descniptibits several properties, as also of its comstit principles and



the manner of their union. | must wait to do thihthose senses which are fallen asleep in yoll sbane to be
awakened. But | am therefore sent that | mighteousu out of your sleep. Forgive me that | thusevadu. O
Philochrysus! what has become of the eye-salveopha? Arise and anoint your eyes.

Philochrysus: Hold! I think | now begin to see. | must confekattl can now see the possibility of what you drive
at, but that it is actually so, | cannot yet pereel remember | was once a little acquainted witk that might
possibly be of your society, and | did hear himlaixa from the pulpit in this manner: "Think ye, ghall be set up
as pillars in the Temple of God to uphold it? attou shall be full of gold in you pockets, of fireest gold tried
in the Fire, like the rich men of the Earth? anduffle it in silks, and fine raiment as those iinges' courts? Do
you think that these things are here meant in thesmises made to the Seven Churches? No, No, dvéamsuct
things, for | say there is not one word true acitaydo the letter.

Philadelphus: | do say that every word, every syllable, evetteleis true, and that there are real and subsianti
pillars in the Temple of God, real and substar@ald in the City of God, and real and substant&hent worn by
the citizens thereof. And yet at the same timey &dsert that there i®Word, syllable or letter true, if strictly tak
according to that low idea which the natural mas fireed to these words. For as much as there isra than
hyperbolical excess in the difference of one frown dther. As each property by itself consideretiminifest. And
if you are convinced of the possibility (at leastwhat | have said, you must acknowledge the eixiatence
hereof. For that there can be no other reason iademhereby you deny it, but its impossibility andonsistency.
Philochrysus: | resign therefore, and yield to you, that they®©it Philadelphia may be built of true, real and
substantial Gold, which has nothing of the cursieeeilnherent or Adherent sticking to it, accordiaoghe sense tr
the describer means, or that you explain, thouglaooording to that which the natural man wouldenhav
Philadelphus: You comprehend me right. | shall therefore procéesdid then, in the second place, that it istlofi
fine Gold, much more fine and higher graduated tianyou can ever have seen. This you may in fraddy
understand by what has been said hitherto. Butlrerall much more stand in need of words wherebgxpress
myself.

Philochrysus: | long greatly to hear you speak distinctly ostRiuperfine and supergraduated Gold. | shall not
forget what you have said. Therefore proceed on.

Philadelphus: You need but remember your Gothic philosopher.sittar also that there is a twofold body, The
a material and elementary body, and there is aitisdiand a heavenly body. The one is gross, therdine.
Philochrysus: | can understand perfectly what you mean by theéo, but the notion of an immaterial body seems
to me the very same contradiction as that of andtenal substance seemed to an eminent asserm@tefialism
called Philautus. If you had but him to deal wil,would make work, | believe, with your non-eleitaepn and
spiritual body.

Philadelphus: It may be so. But | never feared the strengtreaboning in Philautus, though | know him pretty
well, and all his principles whether in PhilosopByyinity or politics are opposite to mine. He ietexpress
character of the natural man throughout, and imloiks everywhere you have the most lively imagehefFallen
State of Nature, whereof great advantage may be fopadhe wise, it being no where that | know soptieand
philosophically handled. This indeed he mistakedte true and original State of Nature; but heteirspeaks well
enough, and true enough, as a natural or animal Brahwithout deviating, most exactly follows higngiples
wherever they lead him. On the other side the heashed and profound of all his answerers very aalohy both
describes and demonstrates the true and origis® of Nature, such as it was, and such as it bhadigain, but not
such as it is at present. As for Philautus he igdead, but lives in his disciples, and will live lang as the present
corrupt state of Nature shall remain upon the Ed&tin the Psyche in man is never able to pendbetend the
image; only the pure spirit of Sophia can reacth#olife, which is so imaged out in discourse. Hehe who had
only the Psyche, was not able to distinguish betthie one and the other, but he took them botletthb same. So
finding in the origination of several languaged th&pirit was imaged forth or signified by Bredik, presently
concludes that the Spirit and Breath were one hadame, and consequently that all Spirits (as)auere material
and corporeal beings. he in the like manner, figdinthe verbal image of substance was expressgavtiich
stands under, or props up somewhat, entertaineediately a most gross and sensible conception fexed tied
it down to matter. So then nothing could be a greabsurdity to him, or a more manifest contradittthan to
believe an immaterial substance, that is an imnzteratter. Now among those who have a great asid ju
abhorrence for his sentiments, all are not settiremselves from the very same metloddrgumentation, as fron
numerous induction of instances might be veriffatkied were.

Wherefore | shall only beg of you what is highlycassary in order to your understanding of whaebgpand to
your passing a judgment thereupon, that you comeinyourself with the lax and popular sense ofadyas that
which is generally very equivocal, but that youkseat the strict and close idea that is to be effito it, for the
removal of all ambiguity in the terms, and theididion of the image from its original, or (as tBehools would



rather speak) of the Signum from Signatum, the &igm the thing signified.

Philochrysus: It is very just what you require, Phildelphus. Earan gainsay this method, after what the celethrate
author of An Essay on Human Understanding, togetiithra French philosopher of the first magnitudeaye
written on it, shall be looked into. Wherefore telk in the first place, what you mean by Substance?
Philadelphus: Hereby | understand that which hath both EssendeExistence, being created by God, and made
capable of bearing up, or supporting various madd&®eing.

Philochrysus: What do you mean by Body?

Philadelphus: Hereby | understand a substance that is exterahebis capable of various modes oféhgion. Twc
of which modes are penetrability and impenetrapbilit

Philochrysus: Is penetrability then a mode of extension? | asvapught that all matter was impenetrable.
Philadelphus: True. All Matter is impenetrable, but all bodynist. And penetrability is as much a mode of
extension as impenetrability. For where there ism@&xtension there is no penetration, and whexeetls no
penetration there can be no life. Without therefdt®ature were dead, it remains that extendedtamoes may be
penetrated. Now there are extended substancesther one extended substance (of which | may sjpepdu
hereafter) which can penetrate others, but whicincgbe penetrated by any. There are also extesutestances
which can penetrate others by co-extension, andhwiiay themselves also be penetrated by othetly. there are
extended substances or bodies which cannot pemetitars, but which may be penetrated by them. Bliuke
outward light of this world, which is a body of teecond order, the Earth may be penetrated, wilicmeither
penetrate it or any other substance.

Philochrysus: What do you mean by Matter?

Philadelphus: Hereby | understand a body that is impenetralé, davisible, and which is capable of various
modes of division. So that all Matter is Body, blitBody is not Matter. By impenetrable | mean tiatt which
cannot be at all penetrated, but | mean that wisiciot to be penetrated by any thing of its owreorand which
itself can penetrate nothing.

Philochrysus: How can the same Body be impenetrable and diegibl

Philadelphus: Because it is impenetrable, therefore it is dilesinto parts. For if it could be penetrated, themld
there be no need of division, or separation ofptues? Wherefore that which is penetrable is aldivisible, or
rather indiscerpible, and consequently incorruptibl

Philochrysus: | comprehend your meaning. And now | conceive vigigbur notion of an immaterial or Spiritual
Body called likewise a Non-elementary (which is @ir@essential) or heavenly Body; Namely, that &msextende
substance, penetrable, penetrative, indivisibidisaepible, and incorruptible. As on the contramyynotion of a
material and elementary body must be this, thiatan extended substance, impenetrable, penetditésible,
discerpible and corruptible. | begin consequerdlynderstand a little your notion of Material arirBual, of
Elementary and Heavenly Gold, and why you calldhe gross and the other fine Gold. But notwithsitagthat |
conceive how the Material and Elementary Gold i@ended Substance which is impenetrable to rmégial
bodies, and may be penetrated by the Celestiathikialso divisible into parts, yea Discerpibl®ithe minutest
atoms, yet can | not easily yield that it shoulccberuptible.

Philadelphus: All that is compounded of Elements must be morkess corruptible. And though certain elemen
bodies may have arrived at some degree of incabilipyt, yet it is but a degree, it being impossilfbr them to be
ever perfectly freed from corruption, but by a distion and a resuscitation. For this is a mostigssmaxim, that
all things must be perfected upon the cross anthialys must be tried by Fire Without passing tigtothe Cross
there is no resurrection, without passing throdghRire there is no Fixation or Incorruption, naifization or
Spiritualization. Hence the messenger of the CoveoBlmmortality is by a certain prophet compated refiners
Fire, who saith of him that he shall purify thed2thood and purge them as Gold that they may yigfffiér the
sacrifice of Minha to Jehovah. Hence also a greditveise King saith, the word (or outflowing emanatbf the
Lord is refined; and again he cries out Thy Wordxseedingly refined most fine and pure. And likesvihis very
Word of the Lord or the Word the Lord saith to geepherds of Israel: | will refine them as Sil&refined, and
will try them as Gold is tried. And elsewhere h#tsd have refined thee melted thee down, and tirenght thee
out of the furnace. For this cause the precious®bZion are compared to fine gold, and the Arg¢liman who
appeared to Daniel had his loins Girded with fir@d=f Ophir. From this also an account may be igiwéy the
Altar of Incense was made of refined Gold, togethi¢h the Ark and the Cherubims, also why Wisdoonacle is
so often compared to fine Gold; and lastly why $tieillamite describes both the head and the feetrdfddoved to
be as of fine Gold, that is such an indivisiblaigterpible and incorruptible substance, as bexteneled is
therefore a body, and as possessing all the piepaftthe material and gross Gold, is therefospidtual body, or
immaterial and celestial gold.

Philochrysus: | must confess that | have always taken a splriiady to be a contradiction in terms, for | never



heard otherwise before but that Spirit and Bodyewsmtraries. But now | begin to mistrust that Védaot been
used rightly to apply ideas to words.

Philadelphus. Your diffidence is well grounded. For | do notdithat Spirit and Body are anywhere opposed as
contraries in those writings which command the g&taauthority and deference above all othersamth find
indeed frequently spirit and flesh to be set asosjips, but spirit and body never. Nay | find et expressly
asserted that there is a natural body, and thexrepdritual body. And so in like manner there isa#ural Gold and
there is a spiritual, which surpasseth the forragithe spiritual Body of the Resurrection doth Megural and
Elementary body which we now wear about us. Moretlve same highly mystic author tells those whmgei
immersed in the flesh had no notion of a SpiritraHeavenly Body, any more than you had.

Philochrysus: There are also Celestial Bodies (of a spiritual b@avenly property) and Bodies Terrestrial (of a
material and earthly property as common gold beitGlory of the Celestial is one, and the glorytwf Terrestrial i
another; that is, the glory of the Philadelphiaridatiffers from the glory of the Peruvian, as farteaven is from
Earth.

Philochrysus: You extremely amaze me, good Philadelphus, tortelthat the City from whence you are named is
built of such fine gold. But pray now go on, if yate not weary, to satisfy me in the third placketier it be built
of Transparent and Glassy Gold.

Philadelphus: Be not over hasty, but take time to meditate upbat | (through the assistance of the Good Spirit)
have freely communicated to you. Neither have ledget with the former, for | am not yet come to tbe of the
ladder with you. Perhaps your head may be gidayntheavouring to reach it at this present. Wherdfayagh |
cannot be ever weary of discoursing these matgetd,will now take my leave of you with one paedlinstance,
which you may digest against we meet the next tldmnsider what difference there is betwixt the éseaf any
terrestrial subject, from which the spirit is segiad, and the Spirit itself of that very subjechigh is a Spiritual
Body) when seven times rectified; and hereby asgdlass you may discern how far that Gross anchia®old |
am speaking of, wherewith the Holy City of my brrethis built. In the meanwhile | shall leave wittuythis
Hieroglyphical figure of a star being the mark listGold, and also of the city, showing its comnstit parts the
Water and Fire of the Philadelphians; it manifohdi avonderful properties, how it is formed, and hibis made to
multiply itself.



