The Hermetic Arcanum

This was a key work of 17th century alchemy. It waiten in Latin by Jean d'Espagnet as 'Enchirigibysicae
restitutae..." and the first edition was issueBais in 1623. A number of editions were issued tive next decade
and it was included in a number of alchemical comage An English translation, translated by Eliashfole, was
printed in 1650, in Arthur Dee's 'Fasciculus charmsior chymical collections'.

The secret work of the hermetic philosophy

Wherein the secrets of nature and art concerning thenatter of the
philosophers' stone and the manner of working arex@lained in an authentic
and orderly manner.

The work of an anonymous author, penes nos unda tag

1. The beginning of this Divine Science is the fefihe Lord and its end is charity and love toward Meighbour
the all-satisfying Golden Crop is properly devotedhe rearing and endowing of temples and hospfoes
whatsoever the Almighty freely bestoweth on ussiveuld properly offer again to him. So also Cowstri

grievously oppressed may be set free; prisonerslyild captive may be released, and souls alstasted may

be relieved.

2. The light of this knowledge is the gift of Gathich by His will He bestoweth upon whom He plehséet none

therefore set himself to the study hereof, untilihg cleared and purified his heart, he devote blifnsholly unto

God, and be emptied of all affection and desire tim¢ impure things of this world.

3. The Science of producing Nature's graedr&t, is a perfect knowledge of universal Natune af Art concernin

the Realm of Metals; the Practice thereof is cosevetr with finding the principles of Metals by Ansiy, and after

they have been made much more perfect to conjeim ththerwise than they have been before, that fhemce
may result a catholic Medicine, most powerful tofpet imperfect Metals, and for restoring sick aletayed
bodies, of any sort soever.

4. Those that hold public Honours and Offices oalveays busied with private and necessary occupstiet them

not strive to attain unto the acme of this Phildsggor it requireth the whole mans, and being fbuhpossesseth

him, and he being possessed, it debarreth him &bother long and serious employments, for he @gsteem other
things as strange, and of no value unto him.

5. Let him that is desirous of this Knowledge, cle@ mind from all evil passions, especially pridénich is an

abomination to Heaven, and is as the gate of k¢lhim be frequent in prayer and charitable; Hétle to do with

the world: abstain from company keeping; enjoy tamistranquillity; that the Mind may be able tosea more
freely in private and be highly lifted up; for uskeit be kindled with a beam of Divine Light, itlwiot be able to
penetrate these hidden mysteries of Truth.

6. The Alchymists who have given their minds tdrtheell-nigh innumerable Sublimations, Distillations, Saluas,

Congelations, to manifold Extraction of Spirits aridctures, and other Operations more subtle thafitable, and

so have distracted themselves by a variety of grem so many tormentors, will never be inclinegiragy their

own Genius to the plain way of Nature and lighTafith; from whence their industrious subtilty hatlined them,
and by twinings and turnings, as by the Lybian ®samnds, hath drowned their entangled Wits: the bope of
safety for them remaineth in finding out a faithhide and Master, who may make the Sun clear anspicuous
unto them and free themselves from darkness.

7. A studious Tyro of a quick wit, constant minaflamed with the study of Philosophy, very skilfalnatural

Philosophy, of a pure heart, complete in manneightity devoted to God, though ignorant of practiCaymistry,

may with confidence enter into the highway of Natand peruse the Books of the best Philosophersinfeseek

out an ingenious and sedulous Companion for himaetf not despair of obtaining his desire.

8. Let a Student of these secrets carefully bewhreading or keeping company with false Philoseophier

nothing is more dangerous to a learner of any Seigihan the company of an unskilled or deceitfahrby whom

erroneous principles are stamped as true, whersbype and credulous mind is seasoned with fatsetrihe.

9. Let a Lover of truth make use of few authorg,dfithe best note and experience truth; let hispeat things that



are quickly understood, especially in Mystical Naraed Secret Operations; for truth lies hid in abisg, for
Philosophers never write more deceitfully - tharewlplainly, nor ever more truly - than when obsbure

10. As for the Authors of chiefest note, who haiseadursed both acutely and truly of the secretdaifire and
hidden Philosophy, Hermes and Morienus Romanus gstdine Ancients are in my judgment of the highest
esteem; amongst the Moderns, Count Trevisan, amduRalus Lullius are in greatest reverence with foewhat
that most acute Doctor hath omitted, none almatt $igoken; let a student therefore peruse his wgdalet him
often read over his Former Testament, and Codind, accept them as a Legacy of very great wortlih&ge two
volumes let him add both his volumes of Practicg,af which works all things desirable may be octibel,
especially the truth of the First Matter, of thegdees of Fire, and the Regimen of the Whole, whetes final Worl
is finished, and those things which our Ancestorsarefully laboured to keep secret. The occulseawf things,
and the secret motions of nature are demonstratetiare more clearly and faithfully. Concerning ftinst and
mystical Water of the Philosophers he hath set diemnthings, yet very pithily.

11. As for that Clear Water sought for by many nidiy so few, yet obvious and profitable untoalhjch is the
Basis of the Philosophers' Work, a noble Pole rmate famous for his learning than subtilty of witjo wrote
anonymously, but whose name notwithstanding a dobhgram hath betrayed, hath in his Novum Lumen
Chymicum, Parabola and Aenigma, as also in histima&ulphur, spoken largely and freely enough;hehath
expressed all things concerning it so plainly, ti@hing can be more satisfactory to him that eégisiknowledge.
12. Philosophers do usually express themselves pithiéy in types and enigmatical figures (as byate kind of
speech) than by words; see for example, SeniobfeTthe Allegorical Pictures of Rosarius, the iies of
Abraham Judaeus in Flamel, and the drawings of Elldwimself; of the later sort, the rare Emblemshef most
learned Michael Maierus wherein the mysteries efAhcients are so fully opened, and as new Peligpsdhey
present antiquated truth, and though designed eefrmi our age yet are near unto ouegyand are perfectly to
perceived by us.

13. Whosoever affirmeth that the Philosophers' djiGecret is beyond the powers of Nature and Aris idind
because he ignores the forces of Sol and Luna.

14. As for the matter of their hidden Stone, Phifidgers have written diversely; so that very masaglieeing in
Words, do nevertheless very well agree in the Thiiog doth their different speech argue the sciembiguous or
false, since the same thing may be expressed vétlyriongues, by diversressions, and by a different charac
and also one and many things may be spoken ofdifterse manners.

15. Let the studious Reader have a care of thefaldmiignifications of words, for by deceitful wimgys, and
doubtful, yea contrary speeches (as it should se@hilpsophers wrote their mysteries, with a desfreeiling and
hiding, yet not of sophisticating or destroying thé&h; and though their writings abound with amldigs and
equivocal words; yet about none do they more cahtkan in hiding their Golden Branch.

Which all the groves with shadows overcast,

And gloomy valleys hide.

Nor yieldeth it to any Force, but readily and wigdily will follow him, who

Knows Dame Venus Birds

And him to whom of Doves a lucky pair

Sent from above shall hover 'bout his Ear.

16. Whosoever seeketh the Art of perfecting andiplying imperfect Metals, beyond the nature of Klst goes in
error, for from Metals the Metals are to be derivekn as from Man, Mankind; and from an Ox orgythat
species to be obtained.

17. Metals, we must confess, cannot be multipligthle instinct and labour of Nature only; yet weyradfirm that
the multiplying virtue is hid in their depths, annifested itself by the help of Art: In this WolNature standetim
need of the aid of Art; and both do make a penfduile.

18. Perfect Bodies as Sol and Luna are enduedanptirfect seed; and therefore under the hard ofdise perfect
Metals the Perfect Seed lies hid; and he that krnawsto take it out by the Philosophers' Solutiaath entered
upon the royal highway; for-

In Gold the seeds of Gold do lie,

Though buried in Obscurity.

19. Most Philosophers have affirmed that their King/ork is wholly composed of Sol and Luna; othkave
thought good to atlMercury to Sol; some have chosen Sulphur and idgrothers have attributed no small pai
so great a Work to Salt mingled with the other tivoe very same men have professed that this Cteae$s mad:
of one thing only, sometimes of two, or of threegther times of four, and of five; and yet thougtiting so
variously upon the same subject, they do neverdbealgree in sense and meaning.

20. Now that (abandoning all blinds) we may wriéadidly and truly, we hold that this entire Worlpmrfected by



two Bodies only; to wit, by Sol and Luna rightlyemared, for this is the mere generation which isdtyre, with
the help of Art, wherein the union of male and feargoth take place, and from thence an offsprimgrfare noble
than the parents is brought forth.

21. Now those Bodies must be taken, which are afr@potted and incorrupt virginity; such as hafedind spirit
in them; not extinct as those that are handlechbytilgar; for who can expect life from dead thireysd those are
called impure which have suffered combination; éhdead and extinct which (by the enforcement otthief
Tyrant of the world) have poured out their soulhatheir blood by Martyrdom; flee then a fratricilem which the
most imminent danger in the whole Work is threatiene

22. Now Sol is Masculine forasmuch as he sendeth fctive and energizing seed, Luna is Feminindagative
and she is called the Matrix of Nature, becauseateiveth the sperm, and fostereth it by monthtywision, yet
doth Luna not altogether want in positive or actiir¢ue.

23. By the name of Luna Philosophers understandheotulgar Moon, which also may be positive indggeration,
and in combining acts a positive part. Let nonedftee presume to try the unnatural combinatiotwaf positives,
neither let him conceive any hope of issue fromhsagsociation; but he shall join Gabritius to Baiad offer sister
to brother in firm union, that from thence he meagaive Sol's noble Son.

24. They that hold Sulphur and Mercury to be thretAVatter of the Stone, by the name of Sulphuy thederstand
Sol; by Mercury the Philosophic Luna; so (withoigsiimulation) good Lullius adviseth his friend, e attempt
not to work without Mercury and Luna for Silver;mwithout Mercury and Sol for Gold.

25. Let none therefore be deceived by adding d thitwo: for Love admitteth not a third; and wezkas
terminated in the number of two; love further exked is not matrimony.

26. Nevertheless Spiritual love polluteth not airgin; Beia might therefore without fault (beforertbetrothal to
Gabiritius) have felt spiritual love, to the endttilae might thereby be made more cheerful, more and fitter for
union.

27. Procreation is the end of lawful Wedlock. Ndwattthe progeny may be born more vigorous andedet both
the combatants be cleansed from every ill and §mdbre they are united in marriage. Let nothingesfiuous
cleave unto them, because from pure seed cometdfi@ghgeneration, and so the chaste wedlock ofa®dl Luna
shall be finished when they shall enter into corabon, and be conjoined, and Luna shall receiveuafsom her
husband by this union; from this conjunction a npegtent King shall arise, whose rather will be &adl his mother
Luna.

28. He that seeks for a physical tincture withanité®hd Luna, loseth both his cost and pains: fédraforded a mo:
plentiful tincture of redness, and Luna of whites)der these two only are called perfect; becakeg are filled
with the substance of purest Sulphur, perfectlyifidal by the skill of nature. Let thy Mercury tlefore receive a
tincture from one or other of these luminaries;dnything must of necessity possess a tincturerddfean tinge
other bodies.

29. Perfect metals contain in themselves two thimigish they are able to communicate to the impénfestals.
Tincture and Power of fixation; for pure metalscéese they are dyed and fixed with pure Sulphwitdoth white
and red, do therefore perfectly tincture and fixhey be fitly prepared with their proper Sulplaund Arsenic:
otherwise they have not strength for multiplyingithincture.

30. Mercury is alone among the imperfect metaigpfreceive the tincture of Sol and Luna in thekwof the
Philosophers' Stone, and being itself full of timetcan tinge other metals in abundance; yet adug@hefore that) to
be full of invisible Sulphur, that it may be the raacoloured with the visible tincture of perfecdi®s, and so repay
with sufficient Usury.

31. Now the whole tribe of Philosophers do mucledsand work mightily to extract Tincture out ofldofor they
believe that Tincture can be separated from Sal baing separated increases in virtue but:-

Vain hope, at last the hungry Plough-man cheats

With empty husks, instead of lusty meats.

For it is impossible that Sol's Tincture can at&lsevered from his natural body, since therebeamo elementary
body made up by nature more perfect than goldpéngection whereof proceedeth from the strong asdparable
union of pure colouring Sulphur with Mercury; baththem being admirably pre-disposed thereunto aguie;
whose true separation nature denieth unto Art.ifBarty liquor remaining be extracted (by the vialerof fire or
waters) from the Sun, it is to be reputed a pathefoody made liquid or dissolved by force. Fertihcture
followeth its body, and is never separated frorilitat is a delusion of this Art, which is unknovennhany
Artificers themselves.

32. Nevertheless it may be granted, that Tinctung be separable from its body, yet (we must copfesannot be
separated without the corruption of the tinctusewdien Artists offer violence to the gold destrayby fire, or use
Aqua fortis, thus ratheroecroding than dissolving. The body therefore ifmtdked of its Tincture and Golden Flee



must needs grow base and as an unprofitable heapotthe damage of its Artificer, and the Tinctthias corrupte
can only have a weaker operation.

33. Let Alchymists in the next place cast theircTime into Mercury, or into any other imperfect gpdnd as
strongly conjoin both of them as their Art will peit; yet shall they fail of their hopes in two waysrst, because
the Tincture will neither penetrat®r colour beyond Nature's weight and strength;tarrefore no gain will accrt
from thence to recompense the expense and couihtiievéoss of the body spoiled, and thus of naieako:-
Want is poor mortal's wages, when his toil Produo#g loss of pain and oil.

Lastly, that debased Tincture applied to anothelyhwill not give that perfect fixation and permangmequired to
endure a strong trial, and resist searching Saturn.

34. Let them therefore that are desirous of Alcheamgl have hitherto followed impostors and moum&bafound
a retreat, spare no time nor cost, and give thgidsto a work truly Philosophical, lest the Phaygs be wise too
late, and at length be compelled to cry out withphophet, "Strangers have devoured his strength."

35. In the Philosophers' work more time and tallcost is expended: for he that hath conveniettemaeed be at
little expense; besides, those that hunt aftertgteae of money, and place their chief end in tedhey trust mor
to their riches than their own art. Let, therefahe, too credulous tyro beware of pilfering pickkeis, for while
they promise golden mountains, they lay in waitdold, they demand bright gold (viz., money befaurad,
because they walk in evil and darkness.

36. As those that sail between Scylla and Charydadisn danger from both sides: unto no less haawdrithey
subject who pursuing the prize of the Golden fles@ecarried between the uncertain Rocks of thptsuland
Mercury of the Philosophers. The more acute stisdeytheir constant reading of grave and credihléhérs, and
by the radiant sunlight, have attained unto theakadge of Sulphur but are at a stand at the ergrahtheir search
for the Philosophers' Mercury; for Writers havested it with so many windings and meanderings, lvaait with
SO many equivocal names, that it may be soonemitietoy the force of the Seeker's intuition, thanfbund by
reason or toil.

37. That Philosophers might the deeper hide theircMry indarkness, they have made it manifold, and plaoeid
Mercury (yet diversely) in every part and in theefioont of their work, nor will he attain unto arfect knowledge
thereof, who shall be ignorant of any Part of therky

38. Philosophers have acknowledged their Mercubgetthreefold; to wit, after the absolute preparatf the First
degree, the Philosophical sublimation, for thery tbedl it "Their Mercury," and "Mercury Sublimatéd.

39. Again, in the Second preparation, that whictbthors is styled the First (because they omitRinst) Sol
being now made crude again, and resolved intoifisisrhatter, is called the Mercury of such like k&= or the
Philosophers' Mercury; then the matter is calledi®eChaos, or the Whole World, wherein are ali@jsinecessary
to the Work, because that only is sufficient tof@etrrthe Stone.

40. Thirdly, the Philosophers do sometimes calféetElixir and Colouring Medicine - Their Mercurhough
improperly; for the name of Mercury doth only prdgeagree with that which is volatile; besides thdiich is
sublimated in every region of the work, they caléfgury: but Elixir - that which is most fixed canr@ve the
simple name of Mercury ; and therefore they haykegtit "Their Mercury" to differentiate it from #t which is
volatile. A straight may is only laid down for sontefind out and discern so many Mercuries of théd3ophers,
for those only:-

- Whom just and mighty Jove

Advanceth by the strength of love;

Or such who brave heroic fire,

Makes from dull Earth to Heaven aspire.

41. The Elixir is called the Philosophers' Merctowthe likeness and great conformity it hath witravenly
Mercury; for to this, being devoid of elementanatities, heaven is believed to be most propitieum) that
changeable Proteus puts on and increaseth thesgamilinature of other Planets, by reason of opposit
conjunction, and aspect. In like manner this urgerElixir worketh, for being restricted to no pesmuality, it
embraceth the qu#yi and disposition of the thing wherewith it is @ik and wonderfully multiplieth the virtues ¢
qualities thereof.

42. In the Philosophical sublimation or first pregtéon of Mercury, Herculean labour must be undeggby the
workman; for Jason had in vain attempted his exjpedio Colchos without Alcides.

One from on high a Golden Fleece displays

Which shews the Entrance, another says

How hard a task you'll find.

For the entrance is warded by horned beasts whiich dway those that approach rashly thereuntthe great
hurt; only the ensigns of Diana and the Doves aileare able to assuage their fierceness, if tes favour the



attempt.

43. The Natural quality of Philosophical Earth dhe tillage thereof, seems to be touched upon éyptet in this
verse:-

Let sturdy oxen when the year begins

Plough up the fertile soil,

For Zephyrus then destroys the sodden clods.

44. He that calleth the Philosophers' Luna or thkgrcury, the common Mercury, doth wittingly deazior is
deceived himself; so the writings of Geber teachthat the Philosophers' Mercury is Argent vivet, ryat of the
common sort, but extracted out of it by the Phifisers’ skill.

45. The Philosophers' Mercury is not Argent vivétsrproper nature, nor in its whole substance j$only the
middle and pure substance thereof, which thendetaen its origin and has been made by it. Thisiop of the
grand Philosophers is founded on experience.

46. The Philosophers' Mercury hath divers namesgtimes it is called Earth; sometimes Water, whewed
from a diverse aspect; because it naturally arieth them both. The earth is subtle, white anglsufous, in
which the elements are fixed and the philosophgodd is sown; the water is the water of life, bagipermanent,
most clear, called the water of gold and silvet;this Mercury, because it hath in it Sulphur efatvn, which is
multiplied by art, deserves to be called the SulflArgent vive. Last of all, the most precioudstance is Venus
the ancient Hermaphrodite, glorious in its doulgle. s

47. This Argent vive is partly natural, partly utual; its intrinsic and occult part hath its re@onature, and this
cannot be drawn forth unless it be by some prededeansing, and industrious sublimation; its edic part is
preternatural and accidental. Separate, therefoeeslean from the unclean, the substance froma¢helents, and
make that which is hid, manifest, by the courseatfire; otherwise you make no further progressthisris the
foundation of the whole work and of nature.

48. That dry and most precious liquor doth consitbe radical moisture of metals wherefore by sofite
ancients it is called Glass; for glass is extracteof the radical moisture closely inherent iheswhich offer
resistance, except to the hottest flame notwitlttenour inmost or central Mercury discovers itdsifthe most
gentle and kindly (though a little more tediousg fof nature.

49. Some have sought for the latent Philosophigaheby Calcination, others by Sublimation; manyamglass,
and some few between vitriol and salt, even as grtlogir natural vessels; others enjoin you to sublit out of
lime and glass. But we have learned of the Proibfa¢t'In the beginmig God created the Heaven and the Earth
the Earth was without form and void, and darkneas upon the face of the Deep, and the spirit of @oded upo
the Waters, and God said, Let there be Light, Aadetwas Light; and God saw the Light that it wasdy and he
divided the light from the darkness, etc." Joseplgssing spoken of by the same Prophet will bécseiit to a wist
man. "Blessed of the Lord be his Land, for the &gpdf Heaven, for the dew, and for the Deep thatHi Beneath:
for the Apples of fruit both of sun and moon, foe top of the ancient mountains, for the Applethefeverlasting
hills, etc.," pray the Lord from the bottom of thgart (my son) that he would bestow upon Thee tgmoof this
blessed earth.

50. Argent vive is so defiled by original sin, tlialoweth with a double infection; the first iath contracted from
the polluted Earth, which hath mixed itself theréwin the generation of Argent vive, and by congietahath
cleaved thereunto; the second borders upon thesgiam is the corruption of intercutal Water, pestiag from
thick and impure water; mixed with the clear, whidture was not able to squeeze out and separatiyriction;
but because it is extrinsic; it flies off with angle heat. The Mercury's leprosy infesting the hasiyot of its root
and substance, but accidental, and therefore depdram it; the earthly part is wiped off by a wawet Bath and
the Laver of nature; the watery part is taken alasag dry bath with that gentle fire suitable to geextion. And thus
by a threefold washing and cleansing the Dragotetfubff his old scales and ugly skin is renewebeauty.

51. The Philosophical sublimation of Mercury is geated by two processes; namely by removing things
superfluous from it, and by introducing things whare wanting. In superfluities are the externaldents, which
in the dark sphere of Saturn do make cloudy giittedupiter. Separate therefore the leaden colb8aturn which
cometh up out of the Water until Jupiter's purpker Smile upon thee. Add hereunto the Sulphur tifreawhose
grain and Ferment it hath in itself, so much adiceth it; but see that it be sufficient for oththings also. Multiply
therefore that invisible Sulphur of the Philosohentil the Virgin's s milk come forth: and so fiest Gate is
opened unto thee.

52. The entrance of the Philosophers' garden istkethe Hesperian Dragon, which being put asid&gantain of
the dearest water proceeding from a sevenfold gglanveth forth on every side of the entrance ef gfarden;
wherein make the Dragon drink thrice the magicahber of Seven, until having drunk he put off hidddus
garments; then may the divine powers of light-biriggvenus and horned Diana, be propitious unto.thee



53. Three kinds of most beautiful flowers are tesbaght, and may he found in this Garden of the vilmmask-
coloured Violets, the milk-white Lily, and the plemnd immortal flower of love, the Amaranth. Nat from that
fountain at the entrance, fresh Violets do firdtigathee, which being watered by streams frongtieat golden
river, they put on the most delicate colour of dagk Sapphire; then Sol will give thee a sign. Thball not sever
such precious flowers from their roots until thoaka the Stone; for the fresh ones cropped off Inawe juice and
tincture; and then pick them carefully with a gerahd discreet hand; if the Fates frown not, thilseasily follow,
and one White flower being plucked, the other Goldee will not be wanting; let the Lily and the Araath
succeed with still greater care and longer labour.

54. Philosophers have their sea also, wherein gislals plump and shining with silver scales aneegated; which
he that shall entangle, and take by a fine andlsmaakhall be accounted a most expert fisherman.

55. The Philosophers' Stone is found in the oldesintains, and flows from everlasting brooks; thoseintains
are of silver, and the brooks are even of goldnftbence gold and silver and all the treasuresing«are
produced.

56. Whosoever is minded to obtain the Philosoplt&tmsie, let him resolve to take a long peregrimatior it is
necessary that he go to see both the Indies,rtivatthence he may bring the most precious gemstemngurest
gold.

57. Philosophers extract their stone out of setemes, the two chief whereof are of a diverse matund efficacy;
the one infuseth invisible Sulphur, the other $pé&i Mercury; that one induceth heat and drynesd this one cold
and moisture: thus by their help, the strengtthefélements is multiplied in the Stone; the formdound in the
Eastern coast, the latter in the Western: botheifithave the power of colouring and multiplyingd amless the
Stone shall take its first Tincture from them itlwieither colour nor multiply.

58. Recipe then the Winged Virgin very well washed cleansed, impregnated by the spiritual sedloedfirst
male, and fecundated in the permanent glory ofihewuched virginity, she will be discovered by bbeeks dyed
with a blushing colour; join her to the secondwhose seed she shall conceive again and shathanlring forth a
reverend off-spring of double sex, from whenceramortal Race of most potent Kings shall gloriouslige.

59. Keep up and couple the Eagle and Lion wellrded in their transparent cloister, the entry dmgng shut and
watched lest their breath go out, or the air withewprivily get in. The Eagle shall snap up andade the Lion in
this combination; afterwards being affected withrag sleep, and a dropsy occasioned by a foul sthpshe shall
be changed by a wonderful metamorphosis into aldaak Crow, which shall begin to fly with wingsetiched ou
and by its flight shihbring down mater from the clouds, until beingesf moistened, he put off his wings of his ¢
accord, and falling down again he be changed immst White Swan. Those that are ignorant of thisea of
things may wonder with astonishment when they awmrghat the world is nothing but a continual Metapiosis;
they may marvel that the seeds of things perfatijgsted should end in greatest whiteness. LePklilesopher
imitate Nature in his work.

60. Nature proceedeth thus in making and perfed¢tergvorks, that from an inchoate generation it imayg a
thing by divers means, as it were by degrees,galltimate term of perfection: she therefore aetirher end by
little and little, not by leaps; confining and inding her work between two extremes; distinct eexvkeed as by
spaces. The practice of Philosophy, which is thi&abor of Nature, ought not to decline from the vead example
of Nature in its working and direction to find dtg happy stone, for whatsoever is without the lisuof Nature is
either in error or is near one.

61. The extremes of the Stone are natural Argest &nd perfect Elixir: the middle parts which lietlween, by hel
whereof the work goes on, are of three sorts;Hey either belong unto matter, or operations, onatestrative
signs: the whole work is perfected by these exteeame means.

62. The material means of the Stone are of divieidsk for some are extracted out of others suceelysiThe first
are Mercury Philosophically sublimated, and perfaetals, which although the be extreme in the vednkature,
yet in the Philosophical work they supply the plateneans: of the former the seconds are produwedgly the
four elements, which again are circulated and fixédhe seconds, the third is produced, to witpBur, the
multiplication hereof doth terminate the first wotke fourth and last means are leaven or ointmeaighed with
the mixture of the things aforesaid, successivedylpced in the work of the Elixir. By the right erihg of the
things aforesaid, the perfect Elixir is finishedjieh is the last term of the whole work, whereia Bhilosophers'
Stone resteth as in its centre, the multiplicatidrereof is nothing else than a short repetitiothefprevious
operations.

63. The operative means (which are also calle&#ys of the Work) are four: the first is Solutionlaquefaction;
the second is Ablution; the third Reduction; therfb Fixation. By Liquefaction bodies return inteir first form,
things concocted are made raw again and the cotitninaetween the position and negative is effedieain
whence the Crow is generated lastly the Stonevidelil into four confused elements, which happebgtthe



retrogradation of the Luminaries. The Ablution teath how to make the Crow white, and to createlthmter of
Saturn, which is done by the conversion of the Biotly Spirit. The Office of Reduction is to restahe soul to the
stone exanimated, and to nourish it with dew amdtsal milk, until it shall attain unto perfectrength. In both
these latter operations the Dragon rageth agaimsteif, and by devouring his tail, doth wholly exisaéhimself,
and at length is turned into the Stone. Lastly,dberation of the Fixation fixeth both the Whitedghe Red
Sulphurs upon their fixed body, by the mediationhaf spiritual tincture; it decocteth the LeaverFerment by
degrees ripeneth things unripe, and sweetenethittiee. In fine by penetrating and tincturing theviing Elixir it
generateth, perfecteth, and lastly, raiseth itouiné height of sublimity.

64. The Means or demonstrative signs are Colowsessively and orderly affecting the matter anaftsctions
and demonstrative passions, whereof there are speal ones (as critical) to be noted; to theseesadd a
Fourth. The first is black, which is called the @®head, because of its extreme blackness whepestulun?
sheweth the beginning of the action of the firmafure and solution, and the blackest midnight gllethe
perfection of liquefaction, and confusion of theraknts. Then the grain putrefies and is corrughed it may be
the more apt for generation. The white colour sadegh the black wherein is given the perfectiotheffirst
degree, and of the White Sulphur. This is calleditessed stone; this Earth is white and foliatddgrein
Philosophers do sow their gold. The third is Oracgieur, which is produced in the passage of thigentb the red,
as the middle and being mixed of both is as thendaith his saffron hair, a forerunner of the SuheTourth
colour is Ruddy and Sanguine, which is extractedhfthe white fire only. Now because whiteness slgaltered
by another colour before day it quickly failethitsf candour. But the deep redness of the Sun pgetfethe work of
Sulphur, which is called the Sperm of the male fitteeof the Stone, the King's Crown, and the Sb8al, wherein
the first labour of the workman resteth.

65. Besides these decretory signs which firmly iahie the matter, and shew its essential mutatiainsost infinite
colours appear, and shew themselves in vapoutkedainbow in the clouds, which quickly pass aaag are
expelled by those that succeed, more affectingiththan the earth: the operator must have a geatke of them,
because they are not permanent, and proceed motHeintrinsic disposition of the matter, but freoime fire
painting and fashioning everything after its pleasor casually by heat in slight moisture.

66. Of the strange colours, some appearing ouina, tgive an ill omen to the work: such as the kf&ss renewed,;
for the Crow's young ones having once left thestmee never to be suffered to return. Too hastinBss; for this
once, and in the end only, gives a certain hogbeharvest; if therefore the matter become redstam it is an
argument of the greatest aridity, not without gasatger, which can only be averted by Heaven diontlewith
bestowing a shower upon it.

67. The Stone is exalted by successive digestamby degrees, and at length attaineth to perfeddow four
Digestions agreeable to the four abovesaid Opesto Governments do complete the whole work, thibca
whereof is the fire, which makes the differencenaen them.

68. The first digestion operateth the solutionhef Body, whereby comes the first conjunction ofereaid female,
the commixtion of both seeds, putrefactium, thegson of the elements into homogeneous waterettipse of
the Sun and Moon in the head of the Dragon, anty ladringeth back the whole World into its ancieChaos, and
dark abyss. This first digestion is as in the stomaf a melon colour and weak, more fit for cotiom than
generation.

69. In the second digestion the Spirit of the Lavalketh upon the waters; the light begins to appmad a
separation of waters from the waters occurs; Sollama are renewed; the elements are extractedfohe chaos,
that being perfectly mixed in Spirit they may cangé a new world; a new Heaven and new Earth ardemand
lastly all bodies become spiritual. The Crow's ypones changing their feathers begin to pass ioteB, the
Eagle and Lion embrace one another in an eterred e of amity. And this generation of the Worldnade by the
fiery Spirit descending in the form of Water, anghiwg away Original sin; for the Philosophers' WageFire,
which is moved by the exciting heat of a Bath. Beg that the separation of Waters be done in Waight
Measure, lest those things that remain under Hebgeirowned under the Earth, or those things tieas@atched
up above the Heaven, be too much destitute oftgridi

Here let slight moisture leave a barren Soil.

70. The third digestion of the newly generated lEdrinketh up the dewy Milk, and all the spiritwattues of the
guintessence, and fasteneth the quickening Sdhktbody by the Spirit's mediation. Then the E&ajleth up a
great Treasure in itself, and is made like the scating Moon, afterwards like to the ruddy Sue; fibrmer is calle:
the Earth of the Moon, the latter the Earth of $lum; for both of them are beget of the copulatibthem both;
neither of them any longer feareth the pains ofine, because both want all spots; for they haentoften
cleanseth from sin by fire, and have suffered gkéaattyrdom, until all the Elements are turned dowangv

71. The Fourth digestion consummateth all the Mieseof the World, and the Earth being turned imtust



excellent leaven, it leaveneth all imperfect bodliesause it hath before passed into the heavehlyenaf
quintessence. The virtue thereof flowing from tipériSof the Universe is a present Panacea andeus@ medicine
for all the diseases of all creatures. The digastiaf the first work being peated will open to thee the Philosopt
secret Furnace. Be right in thy works, that thoyesafind God favourable otherwise the ploughinghef Earth
will be in vain; Nor:-

Will the expected Harvest e'er requite

The greedy husbandman.

72. The wholéProgress of the Philosophers' work is nothing lmitit®yn and Congelation; the Solution of the bc
and Congelation of the Spirit; nevertheless thetaut one operation of both: the fixed and volatile perfectly
mixed and united in the Spirit! which cannot be eélomless the fixed body be first made soluble aidtie. By
reduction is the volatile body fixed into a permaiigody, and volatile nature doth at last change affixed one, ¢
the fixed nature had before passed into volatitewNo long as the Natures were confused in theétSghiat mixed
spirit keeps a middle Nature between Body and Sjiked and Volatile.

73. The generation of the Stone is made after dtieqm of the Creation of the World; for it is nesary, that it hav
its Chaos and First matter, wherein the confusethghts do fluctuate, until they be separated byi¢ng Spirit;
they being separated, the Light Elements are chupsvards, and the heavy ones downwards: thedigs$ing,
darkness retreats: the waters are gathered intplane and the dry land appears. At length thegveat
Luminaries arise, and mineral, vegetable and anaraproduced in the Philosophers' Earth.

74. God created Adam out of the mud of the Eartigrein were inherent the virtues of all the Eleragat the
Earth and Water especially, which do more congtitoé sensible and corporeal heap: Into this Maskteathed
the breath of Life, and enlivened it with the Sdinhe Holy Spirit. He gave Eve for a Wife to Adaamd blessing
them he gave unto them a Precept and the Facuthultiplication. The generation of the Philosoph8tsne, is nc
unlike the Creation of Adam, for the Mud was matla terrestrial and ponderous Body dissolved byaathich
deserved the excellent name of Terra Adamica, vilnatethe virtues and qualities of the Elements glaced. At
length the heavenly Soul is infused thereinto lgyrttedium of the Quintessence and Solar influx,anthe
Benediction and Dew of Heaven; the virtue of miyiipg ad infinitum by the intervening copulation lodth sexes
is given it.

75. The chief secret of this work consisteth inrttenner of working, which is wholly employed abths
Elements: for the matter of the Stone passeth fsnenNature into another, the Elements are sucedgsxtracted,
and by turns obtain dominion; everything is agifatg the circles of humidum and siccum, until Blhgs be turne
downwards, and there rest.

76. In the work of the Stone the other Elementsameilated in the figure of Water, for the Eartrésolved into
Water, wherein are the rest of the Elements; theeWa Sublimated into Vapour, Vapour retreats Mtater, and
so by an unwearied circle, is the Water moved| itrdabide fixed downwards; now that beirigefd, all the elemen
are fixed. Thus into it they are resolved, by @éyttare extracted, with it they live and die; thetk#s the Tomb, and
last end of all.

77. The order of Nature requireth that every ger@rdegin from humidum and in humidum. In the Bsdphers'
Work, Nature is to be reduced into order, that@oratter of the Stone which is terrestrial, comhpad dry, in the
first place may be dissolved and flow into the Ebatnof Water next unto it, and then Saturn willgemerated of
Sol.

78. The Air succeeds the Water, drawn about byrseiveles or revolutions, which is wheeled aboutvgio many
circles and reductions, until it be fixed downwaralsd Saturn being expelled, Jupiter may receigeStteptre and
Government of the Kingdom, by whose coming thed3oiphers' Infant is formed, nourished in the woarntal at
length is born; resembling the splendour of Lunhénbeautiful and Serene countenance.

79. The Fire executes the courses of the NatutleeoElements, extreme Fire assisting it; of theléidis made the
manifest; the Saffron dyeth the Lily; Redness psssih the cheeks of the blushing Child now madager. A
Crown is prepared for him against the time of hisgR. This is the consummation of the first wonkd @he perfect
rotation of the Elements the sign whereof is, wtthey are all terminated in Siccum, and the bodyl \adiSpirit
lieth down, wanting pulse, and motion; and thugradl Elements are finally resolved into Terra.

80. Fire placed in the Stone is Nature's Princés Son and Vicar, moving and digesting matter pedecting all
things therein, if it shall attain its liberty, farlieth weak under a hard bark; procure thereftsréeedom that it
may succour thee freely; but beware that thou iinget above measure, for being impatient of tysaitnmay
become a fugitive, no hope of return being lefouthiee; call it back therefore by courteous woatsl keep it
prudently.

81. The first mover of nature is External Fire, hederator of Internal Fire, and of the whole Wdtkt the
Philosopher therefore very well understand the gawent thereof, and observe its degrees and pdamtéom



thence the welfare or ruin of the work dependettusTArt helpeth Nature, and the Philosopher idMiméster of
both.

82. By these two Instruments of Art and NatureStene lifteth itself up from Earth to Heaven wittegt ingenuity
and slideth from Heaven to Earth, because the Eaith Nurse, and being carried in the womb ofiiled, it
receiveth the force of the Superiors and Inferiors.

83. The Circulation of the Elements is performedatdouble Whorl, by the greater or extended andeseor
contracted. The Whorl extended fixeth all the Elateef the Earth, and its circle is not finishedegs the work of
Sulphur be perfected. The revolution of the mindrdV is terminated by the extraction and preparatibevery
Element. Now in this Whorl there are three Cirgésced, which always and variously move the Matigran
Erratic and Intricate Motion, and do often (seviemets at least) drive about every Element, in osdeceeding one
another, and so agreeable, that if one shall béingathe labour of the rest is made void. TheseW@ations are
Nature's Instruments, whereby the Elements areapeepLet the Philosopher therefore consider tognesss of
Nature in the Physical Tract, more fully descrilbedthis very end.

84. Every Circle hath its proper Motion, for aletMotions of the Circles are conversant about thgest of
Humidum and Siccum, and are so concatenated thatatoduce the one operation, and one only corgeature
two of them are opposite, both in respect of thairses and the effects; for one moveth upwardmglby heat;
another downwards, moistening by cold; a thirdyiag the form of rest and sleep by digesting, irethche
cessation of both in greatest moderation.

85. Of the three Circles, the first is Evacuatitme, labour of which is in extracting the superfladtumidum and
also in sparating the pure, clean and subtle, from the grosisterrestrial dregs. Now the greatest dandewuisd in
the motion of this Circle, because it hath to dthwiings Spiritual and makes Nature plentiful.

86. Two things are chiefly to be taken heed of oving this Circle; first, that it be not moved toensely; the
other, that it be not moved for too long a time.tidie accelerated raiseth confusion in the mattethat the gross,
impure and undigested part may fly out togetheh wie pure and subtle, and the Body undissolvediked with
the Spirit, together with that which is dissolv@dith this precipitated motion the Heavenly and €strial Natures
are confounded, and the Spirit of the Quintessesareypted by the admixture of Earthrhade dull and invalid. E
too long a motion the Earth is too much evacuafets Gpirit, and is made so languishing, dry aedtdute of
Spirit, that it cannot easily be restored and tedaio its Temperament. Either error burneth upTimeture, or
turneth it into flight.

87. The Second Circle is Restoration; whose offide restore strength to the gasping and deltithbdy by
Potion. The former Circle was the Organ of sweallabour, but this of restoration and consolatibime action of
this is employed in the grinding and mollifying tBarth (Potter-like), that it may be the better eaix

88. The motion of this Circle must be lighter thihat of the former, especially in the beginningtefRevolution,
lest the Crow's young ones beaned in nest by a large flood, and the growinglevbe drowned by a deluge. T
is the Weigher and Assayer of Measures, for itithisteth Water by Geometrical Precepts. There usilyg no
greater Secret found in the whole practice of trerkthan the firm and justly weighed Motion of ti@gcle; for it
informeth the Philosophers' infant and inspiretlilSmd Life into him.

89. The Laws of this Circle's motions are, thatiit about gently: and by little and little, and spgly let forth
itself, lest that by making haste it fail from iteasure, and the Fire inherent be overwhelmedthéMWaters, the
Architect of the Work grow dull, or also be extingfued: that meat and drink be administered by fumthe end
there may be a better Digestion made, and thet&mgterament of Humidum, and Siccum; for the indigde
colligation of them both is the End and Scope ef\tflork. Furthermore see, that you add so much biekivig, as
shall be found wanting in assaying, that Restonati@y restore so much of the lost strength by Gomating, as
Evacuation hath taken away by debilitating.

90. Digestion, the last Circle, acteth with silant insensible Motion; and therefore it is saidPjlosophers, that
is made in a secret furnace; it decocteth the hheini received, and converteth it into the Homogagaguarts of the
body. Moreover, it is called Putrefaction; becaaseneat is corrupted in the Stomach before it pags® Blood
and similar parts; so this operation breaketh theént with a concocting and Stomach heat and in a mamiades
it to putrefy that it may be the better Fixed, @hdnged from a Mercurial into a Sulphurous NatAgain, it is
called Inhumation, because by it the Spirit is imlatied, as a dead man buried in the ground. Butisedagoeth
most slowly, it therefore needeth a longer timee Tho former Circles do labour especially in disgd, this in
congealing although all of them work in both ways.

91. The Laws of this Circle are, that it be movgdhe Feverish and most gentle heat of Dung, kedtthe things
volatile fly out, and the Spirit be troubled at tivae of its strictest Conjunction with the Bodgr then the business
is perfected in the greatest tranquillity and e#serefore we must espially beware lest the Earth be moved by
Winds or Showers. Lastly, as this third Circle nadways succeed the second straightways and in mdiee, @as the



second the first: so by interrupted works and hyrse those three erratic Circles do comptete entire circulatior
which often reiterated doth at length turn all fgrinto Earth, and makes similarity between oppssit

92. Nature useth Fire, so also doth Art afterx&naple, as an Instrument and Mallet in cuttingitavorks. In botl
operations therefore Fire is Master and Perfedttrerefore the knowledge of Fire is most necessarg f
Philosopher, without which as another Ixion (condethto labour in vain) he shall turn about the WbhbNature
to no purpose.

93. The name Fire is Equivocal amongst Philosopliersometimes it is used by Metonymy for heat aao there
be as many fires as heats. In the Generation odisland Vegetables Nature acknowledgeth a ThreeHiog; to
wit, Celestial, Terrestrial and Innate. The FitstMs from Sol as its Fountain into the Bosom of Baeth; it stirreth
up Fumes, or Mercurial and Sulphurous vapours,foivthe Metals are created, and mixeth itself aggbthem; i
stirreth up that torpid fire which is placed in #eeds of Vegetables, and addeth fresh sparkstuata spur to
vegetation. The Second lurketh in the bowels offagh, by the Impulse and action whereof the Stdmeous
vapours are driven upwards as through pores ara$ pgmd thrusts outwards from the Centre towamsuihface of
the Earth, both for the composition of Metals, vehtdre Earth swelleth up, as also for the produatioviegetables,
by putrefying their seeds, by softening and preygtihem for generation. The third Fire, viz., Irmit also indeed
Solar; it is generated of a vapid smoke of Metaig] also being infused with the monthly provisioovgs together
with the humid matter, and is retained as in adPrisr more truly, as form is conjoined with thexed body; it
firmly inhereth in the seeds of Vegetables, urginlg solicited by the point of its Father's raysdtcalled out, then
Motion intrinsically moveth and informeth the majteand becomes the Moulder and Dispenser of thdewho
Mixture. In the generation of Animals, Celestiald=doth insensibly co-operate with the Animal,ifas the first
Agent in Nature; for the heat of the female anstete Terrestrial Fire; when the Seed putrefieis, Warmth
prepareth it. For truly the Fire is implanted ie tBeed; then the Son of Sol disposeth of the matterbeing
disposed, he informeth it.

94. Philosophers have observed a three-fold Fitkdmmatter of their work, Natural, Unnatural, &@ahtraNatural.
The Natural they call the Fiery Celestial Spirihdte, kept in the profundity of matter, and mostsy bound unto
it, which by the sluggish strength of metal growd,dlintil being stirred up and freed by the Philpkers' discretio
and external heat, it shall have obtained a faafltyoving its body dissolved, and so it may infatethumid
matter, by Un-folding Penetration, Dilatation andn@elation. In every mixed body Natural Fire is Bréciple of
Heat and Motion. Unnatural Fire they name that Wiieing procured and coming from without is introeld into
the matter artificially; that it may increase andltiply the strength of the natural heat. The FEentrary to Nature
they call that which putrefieth the Compositum, andrupteth the temperament of Nature. It is impetifbecause
being too weak for generation, it is not carriegtdrel the bounds of corruption: such is the Firbeat of the
menstruum: yet it hath the name improperly of Rigainst Nature, because in a manner it is accotdiiature,
for although it destroys the specific form, andrapteth the matter, yet it disposeth it for repretin.

95. It is more credible nevertheless that the quing Fire, called Fire against Nature, is notetiént from the
Innate, but the first degree of it, for the ord&nature requireth, that Corrupti should precede Generation: the
therefore that is innate, agreeable to the Lawatfine, performeth both, by exciting both succedgivethe matter
the first of corruption more gentle stirred up kglble heat to mollify and prepare the body: thewott generation
more forcible, moved by a more vehement heat, imate and fully inform the Elementary body disposétly the
former. A double Motion doth therefore proceed frardouble degree of heat of the same fire; neithieito be
accounted a double Fire, for far better may theenafiFire contrary to Nature" be given to violamd destructive
fire.

96. Unnatural Fire is converted into Natural ordteFire by successive degrees of Digestion, aréaseth and
multiplieth it. Now the whole secret consistetttitie multiplication of Natural Fire, which of itseff not able to
Work above its proper strength, nor communicateréept Tincture to imperfect Bodies; for althougbe
sufficient to itself, yet hath it not any furtheoyser; but being multiplied by the unnatural, whiobst aboundeth
with the virtue of multiplying doth act far moreerfully, and reacheth itself beyond the boundilafure-
colouring strange and imperfect bodies, and pénfg¢hem, because of its plentiful Tincture, anel ébstruse
Treasure of multiplied Fire.

97. Philosophers call their Water, Fire, becaugernitost hot, and indued with a Fiery Spirit; agéiater is called
Fire by them, because it burneth the bodies oegeNletals more than common fire doth for it pettiedissolveth
them, whereas they resist our Fire, and will ndfesuhemselves to be dissolved by it; for thissait is also called
Burning Water. Now that Fire of Tincture is hidthe belly of the Water and manifests itself by alile effect,
viz., of the body's Solution and Multiplication.

98. Nature useth a double Fire in the Work of gatien, Intrinsic and Extrinsic; the former being@éd in the
seeds and mixtures of things, is hid in their Gerdand as a principlof Motion and Life doth move and quicken



body. But the latter, Extrinsic, whether it be peaidown from Heaven or Earth, raiseth the formedrawned witl
sleep, and compels it to action; for the vital &samplanted in the seeds stand in need of anredtenotor, that
they may be moved and act.

99. It is even so in the Philosophers' work; fa thatter of the Stone possesseth his Interior wingch is partly
Innate, partly also is added by the Philosophetsfér those are united and come inward togetherabse they are
homogeneous: the internal standeth in need ofxitegreal, which the Philosopher administereth acicaytb the
Precepts of Art and Nature; this compelleth thenferrto move. These Fires are as two Wheels, whénedfidden
one being moved by the visible one, it is movedsoor later; and thus Art helpeth Nature.

100. The Internal Fire is the middle agent betwberMotor and the Matter; whence it is, that as moved by
that, it moveth this; and if so be it shall be dnvntensely or remissly, it will work after thensa manner in the
matter. The Information of the whole Work dependstthe measure of External Fire.

101. He that is ignorant of the degrees and paihéxternal Fire, let him not start upon the Phojasical Work; for
he will never obtain light out of darkness, unldss heats pass through their middle stages, likétbments,
whose Extremes are not converted, but only theiaide

102. Because the whole work consisteth in Separafa perfect Preparation of the Four Elementsefbre so
many grades of Fire are necessary there untoyvérydElement is extracted by the degree of Firgoerdo it.

103. The four grades of Heat are called the hetiteo¥Water Bath, the heat of Ashes, of Coals, dritaone, which
is also called "Optetic:" every grade hath its éegt two at least, sometimes three; for heatli® tmoved slowly
and by degrees, whether it be increased or dedesséhat Matter, after Nature's example, maymbydegrees
and willingly unto formation and completion; forthing is so strange to Nature as that which iseriblLet the
Philosopher propound for his consideration the lgeattcess and recess of the Sun, whose Light amg La
bestoweth its heat to the things of the world, adiog to the times and Laws of the Universe, antcsioweth a
certain temperament upon them.

104. The first degree of the Bath of Heat is caltedheat of a Fever; the second, of Dung. Thedigree of the
second grade is the simple heat of Ashes, the ddsdhe heat of Sand. Now the degrees of Fire|sCoal Flame
want a proper Name, but they are distinguishechbyoperation of the intellect, according to thetensity.

105. Three Grades only of Fire are sometimes famdngst Philosophers, viz., the Water Bath, of Ashred of
Flame: which latter comprehendeth the Fire of Caal$ of Flame: the Heat of Dung is sometimes disighed
from the Heat of the Bath in degree. Thus for tlesipart Authors do involve the light in darkndsgthe various
expressions of the Philosophers' Fire; for the Kadge thereof is accounted amongst their chiefetgcr

106. In the White Work, because three Elements ardyextracted, Three degrees of Fire do suffiee|adst, to wit
the "Optetic," is reserved for the Fourth Elemerttich finisheth the Red Work. By the first degrke eclipse of
Sol and Luna is made; by the second the light afalloegins to be restored; by the third Luna atthioato the
fulness of her splendour; and by the fourth Sebdlted into the highest apex of his glory. Noveuery part the
Fire is administered according to the rules of Geiyn so that the Agent may answer to the dispmsitif the
Patient, and their strength be equally poised be:ttvemselves.

107. Philosophers have very much insisted uporesgadn regard to their Fire; they scarce have lxxd to
describe it but shew it rather by a descriptioftofualities and properties, than by its namehasit is called Airy
Fire, Vaporous, Humid and Dry, Clear or Star-likecause it may easily by degrees be increasednitted as the
Artificer pleaseth. He that desireth more of thewledge of Fire may be satisfied by the Works dfiug, who
hath opened the Secrets of Practice to worthy nmiadslidly.

108. Of the conflict of the Eagle and the Lion alsey write diversely, because the Lion is thergjast animal, ar
therefore it is necessary that more Eagles acthegéthree at least, or more, even to ten) to aenfim: the fewer
they are, the greater the contention, and the sltveeVictory; but the more Eagles, the shorterBhéle, and the
plundering of the Lion will more readily follow. Ehhappier number of seven Eagles may be takenf dwilaus, or
of nine out of Senior.

109. The Vessel wherein Philosophers decoct theik s twofold; the one of Nature, the other of;Ahte Vessel
of Nature which is also called the Vessel of Phifisy is the Earth of the Stone, or the Female arikjavhereinta
the sperm of the Male is received putrefies, amdépared for generation; the Vessel of Naturd teree sorts, for
the secret is decocted in a threefold Vessel.

110. The First Vessel is made of a transparenteStmnof a stony Glass, the form thereof some Bbpbers have
hid by a certain Enigmatic description; sometimiisnaing that it is compounded of two pieces, td,vein Alembic
and a Bolt-head; sometimes of three at other tiohdise two former with the addition of a Cover.

111. Many have feigned the multiply of such likesgels to be necessary to the Philosophical Wollingahem
by divers names with a desire of hiding the selayed diversity of operations; for they called isBolvent of
solutions; Putrefactory for putrefaction; Distilbay for distillation; Sublimatory for sublimatio@alcinatory for



calcination &c.
112. But all deceit being removed we may speakesélg, one only Vessel of Art sufficeth to termimaélhe Work o
either Sulphur; and another for the Work of theiElifor the diversity of digestions requireth ribe change of
Vessels; yea we must have a care lest the Vess#ldmged or opened before the First work be ended.
113. You shall choose a form of glass Vessel raarbe bottom (or cucurbit), or at least oval, tleek a hand's
breadth long or more, large enough with a stramgbtith made like a Pitcher or Jug, continuous armtaken and
equally thick in every part, that it may resisbad, and sometimes an acute Fire The cucurbitlisdca Blind-head
because its eye is blinded with the Hermetic desi,anything from without should enter in, or Brit steal out.
114. The second Vessel of Art may be of Wood, eftthnk of an Oak, cut into two hollow Hemisphergkerein
the Philosophers' Egg may be cherished till it &etmed; of which see the Fountain of Trevisan.
115. The third Vessel Practitioners have called thernace, which keeps the other Vessels witmthager and the
whole work: this also Philosophers have endeavotardiile amongst their secrets.
116. The Furnace which is the Keeper of Secretslisd Athanor, from the immortal Fire, which vays
preserveth; for although it afford unto the Worktioual Fire, yet sometimes unequally, which reasmuireth to
be administered more or less according to the @yasftmatter, and the capacity of the Furnace.
117. The matter of the Furnace is made of Briclofataubed Earth, or of Potter's clay well beatah prepared
with horse dung, mixed with hair, so that it mayere the firmer, and may not be cracked by longimgdet the
walls be three or four fingers thick, to the endttthe furnace may be the better able to keepeiméat and
withstand it.
118. Let the form of the Furnace be round, the ndvedtitude of two feet or thereabouts, in the rmidsereof an
Iron or Brazen plate must be set, of a round Figaibeut the thickness of a Penknife's back, in an@apossessing
the interior latitude of the Furnace, but a litierrower than it, lest it toudhe walls; it must lean upon three or fi
props of Iron fixed to the walls, and let it bel fof holes, that the heat may be the more easiiyezhupwards by
them, and between the sides of the Furnace arfldbe. Below the Plate let there be a little dedt; and another
above in the walls of the Furnace, that by the Lrotlve Fire may be put in, and by the higher theperament of
the heat may be sensibly perceived; at the opppaitewhereof let there be a little window of tHgute of a
Rhomboid fortified with glass, that the light o\against it may shew the colours to the eye. Upemitddle of the
aforesaid plate, let the Tripod of secrets be plagiéh a double Vessel. Lastly, let the Furnacedry well coverec
with a shell or covering agreeable unto it, ancte#tre that the little doors be always closely diegt the heat
escape.
119. Thus thou hast all things necessary to thet ®lork, the end whereof is the generation of tautssof Sulphur
the composition and perfection of both may be finished.
The Practice of the Sulphur.
Take a Red Dragon, courageous, warlike, to whomatoral strength is wanting; and afterwards severine
noble Eagles (Virgins), whose eyes will not wax dhyl the rays of the Sun: cast the Birds with tlea& into a
clear Prison and strongly shut them up; underl¢hia Bath be placed, that they may be incensédhbby the
warmth, in a short time they will enter into a loaugd harsh contention, until at length about thi 4y or he 50t}
the Eagles begin to prey upon and tear the beasetes, which dying will infect the whole Prisoitiwits black
and direful poison, whereby the Eagles being wodntheey will also be constrained to give up theggthBrom the
putrefaction ofthe dead Carcasses a Crow will be generated, whidittle and little will put forth its head, andél
Heat being somewhat increased it will forthwitreth forth its wings and begin to fly; but seekatgnks from the
Winds and Clouds, it will long hover about; taketi¢hat it find not any chinks. At length being reaghite by a
gentle and long Rain, and with the dew of Heavewilitbe changed into a White Swan, but the newnt©row is ¢
sign of the departed Dragon. In making the Crowt@/téxtratthe Elements, and distil them according to thaet
prescribed, until they be fixed in their Earth, amdl in Snow-like and most subtle dust, which bédinighed thou
shalt enjoy thy first desire, the White Work.
120. If thou intendest to proceed further to the Reld the Element of Fire, which is not neededHerWhite
Work: the Vessel therefore being fixed, and the Birengthened by little and little through itsags, force the
matter until the occult begin to be made manifist,sign whereof will be the Orange colour arisiragse the Fire
to the Fourth degree by its degrees, until by #p bf Vulcan, purple Roses be generated from thye &nd lastly
the Amaranth dyed with the dark Redness of blootittou mayest not cease to bring out Fire by kingi] thou
shalt behold the matter terminated in most Redsashperceptible to the touch. This Red Stone meay up thy
mind to greater things, by the blessing and assistaf the holy Trinity.
121. They that think they have brought their warlah end by perfect Sulphur, not knowing Natur@my and to
have fulfilled the Precepts of the secret are ndexteived, and will try Projection in vain; for tReaxis of the
Stone is perfected by a double Work; the Firshésdreation of the Sulphur; the Second is the ngp&frthe Elixir.



122. The aforesaid Philosophers' Sulphur is mdsles&Earth, most hot and dry, in the belly whertef Fire of
Nature abundantly multiplied is hidden. Therefdrédserveth the name of the Fire of the Stone frath in itself
the virtue of opening and penetrating the bodigdetals, and of turning them into its own temperatand
producing its like, wherefore it is called a Fathad Masculine seed.

123. That we may leave nothing untouched, let tadeéhts in Philosophy know that from that firstBuir, a
second is generated which may be multiplied aditnim: let the wise man, after he hath got the legéng minerzs
of that Heavenly Fire, keep it diligently. Now ohat matter Sulphur is generated, of the samenituiiplied, a
small portion of the first being added, yet ashia Balance. The rest, a tyro may see in Lulliusiay suffice only
to point to this.

124. The Elixir is compounded of a threefold mattermely, of Méallic Water or Mercury sublimated as before
Leaven White or Red, according to the intentiothef Operator; and of the Second Sulphur, all bydMei

125. There are Five proper and necessary qudlitige perfect Elixir, that it be fusible, permahgrenetrating,
tincturing, and multiplying; it borroweth its tinate and fixation from the Leaven; its penetraticmnf the Sulphur;
its fusion from Argent vive, which is the mediumaaijoining Tinctures; to wit of the Ferment and@wir; and its
multiplicative virtue from the Spirit infused intbe Quintessence.

126. Two perfect Metals give a perfect Tincturezéaese they are dyed with the pure Sulphur of Naamnd
therefore no Ferment of Metals may be sought extese two bodies; therefore dye thy Elixir Whikeld&ked with
Luna and Sol; Mercury first of all receives theindture, and having received it, doth communictte others.
127. In compounding the Elixir take heed you chamgeor mix any thing with the Ferments, for eitBgixir must
have its proper Ferment, and desireth its propemEhts; for it is provided by Nature that the tworlinaries have
their different Sulphurs and distinct tinctures.

128. The Second work is concocted as the Firsheérsame or a like Vessel, the same Furnace, atitelsame
degrees of fire, but is perfected in a shorter time

129. There are three humours in the Stone, whiehcabe extracted successively; namely, Wateryy, &ind
Radical; and therefore all the labour and cardvefWorkman is employed about the humour, neithanysother
Element in the Work of the Stone circulated besiidehumid one. For it is necessary, in the firatpl| that the
Earth be resolved and melted into humour. Now tadi¢al humour of all things, accounted Fire, is mesacious,
because it is tied to the Centre of Nature, froncivit is not easily separated; extract, thereftrese three
humours slowly and successively; dissolving andyeating them by their Whorls, for by the multiplialernative
reiteration of Solution and Congelation the Wheréktended and the whole work finished.

130. The Elixir's perfection consisteth in thecittinion and indissoluble Matrimony of Siccum andnildum, so
that they may not be separated, but the Siccumfloaywith moderate heat into the Humidum, abidivgey
pressure of Fire. The sign of perfection is that Vlery little of it be cast in above the Iron caBen Plate while
very hot, it flow forthwith without smoke.

Let three weights of Red Earth or of Red Fermemd, adouble weight of Water and Air well groundhgmixed
together. Let an Amalgama be made like Butter, etalline Paste, so that the Earth being mollifiead/be
insensible to the touch. Add one weight and a ¢falffire; let these be transferred to the Vesseleaquibsed to a
Fire of the first degree; most closely sealed;raféeds let the Elements be extracted out of thegreles of Fire in
their order, which being turned downwards with atBeemotion they may be fixed in their Earth, saathing
Volatile may be raised up from thence; the mattéerzgth shall be terminated in a Stone, lllumidatRed and
Diaphanous; a part whereof take at pleasure, aniddpaast it into a Crucible with a little Fire llyops give it to
drink its Red Oil and incerate it, until it be quinelted, and do flow without smoke. Nor mayesutfear its flight,
for the Earth being mollified with the sweetnesshaf Potion will retain it, having received it, wiih its bowels:
then take the Elixir thus perfected into thine guawer and keep it carefully. In God rejoice, andsibent.

132. The order and method of composing and perfgttie white Elixir is the same, so that thou ugestwhite
Elements only in the composition thereof ; buthiey of it brought to the term of decoction willceim the plate;
white, splendid, and crystal-like, which incerateith its White Oil will be fused. Cast one weiglteither Elixir,
upon ten times its weight of Argent-vive well wadtend thou wilt admire its effect with astonishment

133. Because in the Elixir the strength of Natiied is most abundantly multiplied by the Spirifuised into the
Quintessence, and the depraved accidents of badigsh beset their purity and the true light of btat with
darkness, are taken away by long and manifold sathions and digestions; therefore Fiery Naturedifeem its
Fetters and fortified with the aid of Heavenly stgth, works most powerfully, being included in thigr Fifth
Element: let it not therefore be a wonder, if itaib strength not only to perfect imperfect thinigst also to
multiply its force and power. Now the Fountain ofiltfplication is in the Prince of the Luminarieshavby the
infinite multiplication of his beams begetteth thiings in this our Orb, and multiplieth things geated by infusing
a multiplicative virtue into the seeds of things



134. The way of multiplying the Elixir is threefolBy the first: R, Mingle one weight of Red Elixisjth nine time:
its weight of Red Water, and dissolve it into Watea Vessel suitable for Solution; the matter geirell dissolved
and united coagulate it by decoction with a geRite, until it be made strong into a Ruby or Rednieg which
afterwards incerate with its Red Oil, aftaetmanner prescribed until it melt and flow; soltstieu have a medicir
ten times more powerful than the first. The busiriesasily finished in a short time.
135. By the Second manner. R, What Portion thoasglst of thy Elixir mixed with its Water, the weiglveing
observed; seal it very well in the Vessel of Reuntdissolve it in a Bath, by inhumation; beingstilved, distil it
separating the Elements by their proper degreéseofind fixing them downwards, as was done infitts¢ and
second work, until it become a Stone; lastly, iateit and Project it. This is the longer, but tyet richer way, for
the virtue of the Elixir is increased even an heldiold; for by how much the more subtle it is mageeiterated
operations, so much more both of superior andimfstrength it retaineth, and more powerfully ageth.
136. Lastly, take one Ounce of the said Elixir nplikd in virtue and project it upon an hundrecpafified
Mercury, and in a little time the Mercury made hotongst burning Coals will be converted into puligif:
whereof if thou castest every ounce upon anothedtad of the like Mercury, Sol will shine most plyrto thine
eyes. The multiplication of White Elixir may be neaith the same way. Study the virtuwdshis Medicine to cure &
kinds of diseases, and to preserve good healtiisather uses thereof, out of the Writings ofdldrof Villa
Nova, Lullius and of other Philosophers.
137. The Significator of the Philosopher will ingtt him concerning the Times of the Stone, forfitst Work "ad
Album" must be terminated in the House of Luna;$leeond, in the second House of Mercury. The Vifetk "ad
Rubeum," will end in the Second House of Venus,thiedast in the other Regal Throne of Jupitemfiehence
our most Potent King shall receive a Crown deck#l most precious Rubies:
Thus doth the winding of the circling Year
Trace its own Foot-steps, and the same appear.
138. A Three-Headed Dragon keepeth this GoldercElde first Head proceedeth from the Watersséwend
from the Earth, the third from the Air; it is nesasy that these three heads do end in One mosttPatach will
devour all the other Dragons; then a way is laidrofor thee to the Golden Fleece. Farewell! diligeeader; in
Reading these things invocate the Spirit of Etebingtht ; Speak little, Meditate much, and Judgelatri
The Times of the Stone.
The interpretation of The Philosophers' Significalit every Planet two Houses were assigned bytiogents,Sol
and Luna excepted; whereof the planet Saturn hattwl houses adjoining. Philosophers in handlivedrt
Philosophical work, begin their years in Winterwib; the Sun being in Capricorn, which is the femiouse of
Saturn; and so come towards the right hand. li's#eond place the other House of Saturn is fourdjirarius, at
which time Saturn, i.e., the Blackness of the wafrkhe Magistery begins after the forty-fifth oftieth day. Sol
coming into Pisces the work is black, blacker thiatk, and the head of the Crow begins to appéee third
month being ended, and Sol entering into Ariesstif@imation or separation of the Elements begimsg which
follow unto Cancer make the Work White, Cancer #ddee greatest whiteness and splendour, and aotaqgbly
fill up all the days of the Stone, or white Sulphairthe Lunar work of Sulphur; Luna sitting andyreéng gloriously
in her House, In Leo, the Regal Mansion of the $lug Solar work begins, which in Libra is termirthteto aRuby
Stone or perfect Sulphur. The two signs Scorpio@agittarius which remain are required for the cletipg of the
Elixir. And thus the Philosophers' admirable offegrtaketh its beginning in the Reign of Saturrg &8 end and
perfection in the Dominion of Jupiter.



