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THE
Second Book
- OF
Hermes Trifmegiftus.
CHAPDP. L ‘
Hou, Qfclepius, ferves

in ftead of 2 Sun un-~ .

~to me; for God hagh
brought thee to us,,

that thou mighte®t be prefenc
with us in thy divine Difcourfe,
being {uch which may feem
worthy to carry a greater luftre
of Piety and Religion, than all
the works before done of us, ot
any gifts infpired by divine In-
{piration; which if underftand-
ingly thou fhalt regard, thou
fhalc be richly filled with all
| A 2 good
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2 The fecond Book of
good things thorowout th
whole Soul : If notwithftand-
ing there be many good things,
and not one generall, inwhich
all things are, for the one s per-
cc‘lved to confent and agree
with the other ; all thefe thines
belong to that One, and that
One is All; fortheone fo co-
heres to the other,that they can-
not be feparated. But'in the fu-
ture Difcourfe, by a diligent
hearkening , thou fhale ﬁxlly
know it. But thou, O Qfcles
pius, proceed a little, and call
. forthhim which fhould be pre-
fent; who entering, Arclepius
alfo fuggefteth Amton to be
prefent. rifmegiftus (aich,No
Envie hindereth Smnon from
us ; for to his name weremems
ber many things to be written
of us, asalfoto his loving and
dearSon, many things of natu-
rall Philofophy, and of many

, Out-
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Hermes Trifmegiftus. . 3
Outlandith and firange things:.
bue this Tra&ate Twill afcribe
to your name, neither call' any
other fave Ammnon, let a molt
devout Difcourfe of o weighty
a mateer fhouldbe violatedby
the intervention and prefence of
many comers ; for it 1s an argu-
ment of no hone(t and religious

heart, to publifh a Tractate re-

pleni(ht with the fulneffe of the

- divine Majelty; to the view of

every mans confcience.  Holy
Amnon being now entered into
a private clofet, fitted with the
Religion of fourmen, and the
Divine Prefence of Ged, in
much reverence and fecrecie he
begins thus to declare himfelf
inthe name of all the Perme:-
fes to the confciences and {ouls
of them who are prepared to
hear. ‘ Loy
eifm, O Alclepius che fant:
of every manis immortall, bue:
A3 not



4 The fecona Book of

not all alike; for there is a di&'c-“

rence both in the time and man-
ner.

Sfclep. No indeed, O Trif-
megiftus , for every Soul is of
one quality,

Lritm, O Alclepius, how

quickly haft thou learned,by the -

very light of reafon ; for faid I
not this, That all things are
one, and one all things? that

all things were in the Creatour, -

before he creared all things ;
neither unworthily is he faid te
be All, whofe parts are all
things: therefore in this whole
Difcourfe have a care to re-
‘member him, who being One,
1s All, even the very Creatour
of all chings ; all things deflcend
from Heaven into the Earth, in-
to the Water, and into the Air,
The Fire onely, in that it is car-
ried upward, is lively fublervi-
ent to that which defcends ; for
what-

g BT S
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Hermes Trifmegifius. 5
whatfoever defcends from above
Js generating ,at;d whzgfogyer
afcends upward is nourifhing;
the earth alone abiding invicfelf,
is the receiver of all things,and
the rettorer of all things {here-
ceiveth, Inthis therfore wholly
(as you faid) even al things,both
the Soul and'the World, arena~
turally moved and concluded.
So the various equality of every
fhape being differenced,that the
Species of the qualities, by di-
ftance, may be known.to be in-
finite, yet (o uniced to this, that

the whole may feem one; and
from that one, all to have their
being; wherefore the whole

. World are the four Eletaents of

which it is compounded, Fire,
Water, Earth, Air; one World,
one Soul, one God. Now be
thou prefent with me, as much

- . asthouart able; hothinminde,

and wildom fer the reafon of
’ Ag the




6 The fecond Book of
the Divinity which is to be
knownbythe divine inteation
of the underflanding , is moft
like mnte a Torrent running
with a violent and fwift fiream
from a high Rock, whereby it
glides away from  the unJ’cr-
ftanding of fuch, who are either
Hearers or Dealers in ir,

The
COMMENTARY.

This firfk Chapter teacheth,
that all things belong to one, and
that all things are one, of one, us
from which all things are, One;
as all the cffefts which in thesr
caufe are one, asthas cvery mans
Soulis immortall ; bt yer after
a different fort, AN things de=

foend from Heaven ; thas which
defcendeth affords generation,thas
which afcendeth “and goeth Ape
ward, giveth onely life, This

thing

i .

Hermes Trifmegiftw. 7
thing to be one, of which all things
are: and this whichis all shings
to move the world, and all tie
forms of which the world 3s com-
pounded towit, the Firesthe Airy
the Watery and the Earth, And
as all bodies make one body of one
world, [o it will have all the forms
of things to make one #niform
form of - one world, which it sal=
lesh the Form of the world; and
thefe are one Body, éne Soul, one
werld, one God ; froms whom Di-
vine Underflanding and the Word
paffeth from above, with 4 [wife.
lighsening downwards, likeunte.

a [wift Torrens, which flows in-
to, and fils all things y and this,
D.vine VVifdoms and the VVord,
what is it (1 pray) bat the D.vi=

nity, or Divine VVifdom it felfy

which is the ([reatonr of all
things , whish as the wife man
fings is the onely Mover of all
shings, and whithbeing one €an

A s  de
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do all things , and which abiding
in it felf changeth all things,
This 1s the firft part, '

'CHAP. 1L,

Eaven therefore is the

L Adenfible preferver of all
thote bodies whofe encreafe and
decreale the Sun and Moon;have
as it were power of, But God
who is the Creator of all things
is the Governour of Heaven,and
of its Soul, and of al] things in
the world. For from all the
forefaid things , of all which
there is a Governour, there
is' a frequent influence carried
through the world by nature i
felf, and'by the foul of every
Genus and Species in it :for the
world is prepared of God to be
a

e T
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Hermes Trifmegiftus. 9
a yeceptacle of every fort
of Species -or form; and fafhi-
oning out nature by the formss-
hath broughe the world by the
four Elements even to Heaven.
All the works of God whi¢h are
plealing to theeye, 'and whieh
hang over us dre divided into
Srecies, andin that manner I
am now about to relare. “The
Genera, ot kinds, of all things
fol: ow their @pestes forthac the
Genus is the totality, or fub-
ftance of it,& the @peeies a parc
ef che Genus : wherefore there
is 2 Genug of good Spirits, and
«@znus of bag'{h’&*alia of men;
andlikewife of Birds, and of all
things which the world hath, it
begers @pecies like toir felfs
there is another B2nus of bruce
Beafts wanting indeed under-
flanding afid reafon, but yet not
afoutor life , whereby it takes
delight in Benefits, & pines and
mowrnes
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mournes away at injuries,, I
fay of all things which live'on
the Earch by the prefervation of
Roorts, and Plants, whofe @pg-
ties are difperfed throughout
the whole Earth, the very Hea-
venic felf is full of the Majefty
ofGod, whofe ®enus inhabi-
teth that place where all @pect:
28 are immortall; forche Dpes
cfesis a parc of the®@enus,as the
Soula parc of man being a point
of necz=fity ro follow the qua-
hiey of it ©enug from whence it
proceeds, that albeit every Ges
nwg or kind be immortall,
yer every fopecies is moc
mmmortall ; bur the e
nus of the godhead and the
Bpectes arc inmorrall, yer the
kinds of other things whofe
eternity remaines in the Genug,
albeir it dyesinthe ®pecies, is
yet preferved by the fruicful-
nefle of growing : therefore the

- Dpettes
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Hermes Trifmegiftm. 11
Lpeties are mortall as man is
mortall, his foul immortal;yec
with every®ehug che Species
of every Geuus is mixed, lome
which before were made , fome
made of thefe ; but- alk, ghele

‘which weremade are either of

God,of Angels,or of men; being
all formes moft like unto their
kindes: for it is impoffible-for
Bodies to be formed without
the will of God ; @pecies tobe
fafhioned withouc the help of
Spirits, or brute Beafis to be
ordered or difciplined wichout
men. Whatfoever thereforeill
Spirits fivarving from theis kind.
are joyned into the form of any
% ecies of a divine @enus,
are by that Proximity and neas-
neffe accounted like unto Gods,
but the @pectes of which Spi-
rits,perfevering in the quality of
their kind, and thefe lovingthe
wiidom ef man are called Spi-
‘ [ies 3




12 The fecond Book of
rits : there 1s alfo chelike Bpes
ties of men, but more ]argc? fgr
the @pecies of mankind is of
many Shapes, and full of varis
ety;and coming from above from
the aforefaid tellowfHip makes
a conjunttion of néceffiry dimoft
withall other @pecfes;in which
refpeét it comes neareft to God;
who with Divine worfhip hath

joyned himfelf unto God, even
in tha holineffe he requires:
and they come’ neareft to ill
Spirits, who joyne themfelves
to them: and thofe men who are
contented with a-mediocriry -ini
their Genus, fhall be like thofe
Dpecies they refemble and
joynethemfeivesto, = -

| The
COMMENTARY,

The Secoérd Chapter o’r the b
ter wuderFanding zf ';}mt ;': .;:d

fpall

Heymes Trifmegiftus. ,f.3

(hall be [: aid, intimareth thas Met=

curius doth #fe the word Animal
in a far other fignification then e
bave accnffomed, # alfo ‘the
word Anima, Forous of the Se2°
cond Dialogne .0 Pimander “he
defineth the Soni o) miotion; Yoheres
sre  whatfoever hath & moVI R}
faculty by the obfervancéof b
$peech, ath Apimam 4 Sonl s
what[sever hath ‘Sowu! and Body ¢
Animal. The Heauen there 2
i an Amimal , fo likgwife ‘the
world y Plants, andthe Elements.
But it ¢5 onr cuffome only 1o call
that an Anima), which is abivix
Creature, and bath ferfe; “Anim
we define-not anly by meotion but by
Life, Senfe Poluprary motioh, and
W nder panding. Therefore when we
hear of the word Animal let #s
rake it in bss [enfey andnct in ohr
own. But mow tothe Dialogue 3
he compareth Heaven and Hea-

venly bodies 1o other [enfiblerhings
As
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14 The {econd Book of

a5 amAn to other Creatmres ; but
Jet manwith other Creatures a
a reafonable Sowl, and Hea-
ven with other (enfible things as
a fenfible preferver. But that
God is the Ruler & Governor of all
thingst which are in_the world , ss
nothing elfe,bwt tha?God provideth
for abthings, difpenferh allthings
sntheir kinds xma/w Species, of akl
which the World is the receptacle
and God imparteth roevery one as
t0 & fit z'»jfmment fome gift or
propriety ; as the Sun and Moon
are the Divine Organs for the
Springing and growing of things
and for their encreafe ) and de-
creafe , and difpofeth of men by
Angels, and of brutes by men,

But what he fpeaks of [pirits, thas -
S}?ccms cannot be formed withousr
t

eir kelp s and that certain have
cleavedso a djvine Genus, and
11 nearnefs and conver[ation have
been acconmted like wto Gods, and
‘ certain

| — o

Hermes Trifmegiftus, 1%
certainin the quality of their Ge=
nus to have perfevered Eovers of
the wifdom of men, VFe Rnow, .
out of the [acredScriptures, thac
thofe Angels which kept nat their-
first State, bt left their habita-
tion , wese referved ineverlafting
chains o wnder darkpe[s wnto the
judgmen: of the great day = for al=;
beit they connterfeit them[elves to
be Lovers of men o yer they love
them not , but draw themto the
[ame damnationwhich they them=
[elves have bad from the Begin-
ning. They connerfeired evento
love, when they brosght deach up-

on all mexn, fazing y Te fball not-

die y bwe (hall be as Gods 'lqzo'wir;lg

ooid. and evil : what therefore he
im' [peaketh of Angels or Spirits,
“cannot [ceme fitly to be applyed to
any divine knowledge 5 but to 1mi-
tatethe error of the Gentiles; but

what be [peaks of men are thofe

which cleave #nto God and grow:

religions »

“




16 The{econd Bbok of
veligions ; bwt thofe which joyn

themfelves mito evil Spirits we

confeffeto be thofe which [ball be |

recesved into the Company of De-
vils, and pall be joymed -wnto the
evil Angels which (hall be refprv-
ed, (as hath been faid ) fo eternal
chaires under darkweffe unte the
greas day; for we know it promosn.
ced ont of Gods month what he will

Jayto thems onthe left hund in the - |

day of Jwudgment, Depart from
me ye curled into - everlafting
fire, prepared for the Devill.,
and his angels; and who are
thofe, bur tboff who.are joywed unto
them, and love the works of vark=
neffernthis life > Thus muoh. for
the Sccond Chapter, R

CHAP
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Hermes Trifmegiftus. 17
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CHAPDP, 1L

N this regard , O 8iclepiug,

Man is a great miracle,a Crea-
ture both to be reverenced and
honored being after the nature 8
Image of Godsas though he were
aGod, This the Angels know,
for as much as they were created
‘after the {ame nature, bat dife
dained part of the humane'Nd-
ture,& relied only on the Divine

Nature, O therefore, the more

temperate the Nature of ‘manis,
and comes neareft to God and to
the divinity, the more be de'pif-
eth that part of his, whereby he
becomes earthly; all other

things below s with whom he
muft
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18  The fecond Book of

muft fieeds be, he knowet

witha Heavenly difpoﬁt‘ion,ang
are near unto him in way of
Charity, yet his defires are in
heaven:fo therefore he is happily

placedin the middeft, that what _

things are here below him h

loveth, and is himfelf beloves
of thofe things above, He
inhabiteth the earth , and by his

~ agility is mixed with the Ele-

ments, yet by the fharpn '
his undgrﬁangi he cﬁgc:gei:f
to the depths zgthc @0z all
thiogs ?pear manifeft to him
netther o_the Heavens feem to
be above his reach,but as it were
near by the quicknefle of his
Spirit; no obfcuriry or darkneffe
of Air, can difturbe his fan-
tafie, o thicknefle of eround
can hinder his endeavour , nor
depth of warer hinder his eye-
fight ; all things are the fame
with him, even all creatures

whether

’

Heyrmes Trifmégiﬂas. 19 |

whether they rake root from

- above or below. Things with-

out life , grow upwards from

one root into woods andbufh-

es ; fome are nourifhed with
two Elements, fome with one;
the food is for two parts,the Life
and che Body,of which the Anks
mal confiReth. The foul of

 the World is alwaies nourifhed

bya continuall andreflesagita- .
tion. Corporeall things encreafe
and are novrithed by fuch
things which the warer and
earth affordeth, The Spirit,
ofwhich allthings arefull, is -
mixe wich all chings, quickens
and inlivens all things, adding
fenfe unto the underftanding
of man, which ffth part by Di-
vine Infpiratien isonly gran-
ted to man;and whichnotto be
feen in any other Creatures doth |
beautifie advance and lifc up the'
‘underftanding of manto the
knowledge



- e,

buc for that I am putin minde

to fpcak of the underﬂanding,.

I will hereafter expound the

reafon of it unto you ; for it is.

moft holy,excellent,and no leffe

than chat which belongs to the

Divinity it felf : buc now Iwil
difpatch what I began ; for I faici
in the beginning , that in the
nearnefle and conjunion of
the Deity onely, men enjoy the
favour of God': for whofoever
have attained o fo much feli-

city, thac they perceive that Di-

vine Senfe ot Underflandine
_they are neareft unto the Divi-
nity and Wifdom of God
which men onely partake of,

Alclep. O "Lrifmegiftus,
there isnot a like underfland-
Ing of all men,

Exitm, O Qfclepfus, All
men have not attained that true
Underftanding, but apprehend-

1ng

20. The fecond Book of |
knowledge of divine myReries;

Hermes Trifmegiftus. 2y
ing fome falfe fantafie, and that

without any rrue reafon, out of
a rafh opinion, aremeesly des

ceived , which begets wicked-
neffe in the minde, and cranf-
forms the beft man into the na-
ture and Jikenefle of a beaft, But
of the Uncerflanding and.the
Jike, when I come to fpeak of
the Spirit, I will give you the
full reafon ; for man is only of
two parts : theone part fimple;
whichr the Gracians. call saddnsy
or which we call the Image of
God ; but the other fourfold,
which the Grzcians call xoguimxdys
and we the earthly fubftance, or
pourtraiture, being $he body, in-
which is inclofed that which we
have affirmed to be the divine
« part of man, which is his Soul.
In which the pure Divinity of
the Soul,with the fenfe and teel-
ing-of a clear confcience, refteth
P at peace within it felf, as within
a Cafile of Defence, The
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The =
COMMENTARY,
This third Chapter extolleth

the digwity of many in which th
eAuthour of [ great ém;ﬁt: l:

who hath honowred man with
Juch excellent Zifts s for, a5 he
meancth, may i made, that he
might be Like unto Angels, ac-
Ruowledging them bosk 1s bey and
vhat they “are boys with him
- what e bath 10 be bis Guumpars,
and Prefervers | evey from the
Jirft beginning of by ®ativity, coy-
Sifting of a natuye neay unto In.
mortality, marked wih the cha-
ralter or image of God, com.

Posnded of amortall 4,4 smmor- 1

tall carthly ayd [y ¢
PAre: bur who jbdrfzze:}’}‘:: :Z{-z
vinethings, de/]ufé;b and under-

val nes

Hermes Trifmegifims. 23
values thefz earthly, hash bis affi~.
ance in immortall andbeavenly,

‘things , looks up and fighs sfter

Heaven, knowing that tobe.t

- place of the better i'mrt of him,&' of
. neerest affinity t? o ;

. _ . thelefle, be is placed bere in the.

;f;'eﬂ; e 2‘ ackwowledged, and. middfe];?, of the world, tying other.

sver 20 be praifed and landed, things here below unto hims, with

i whom (by Divine Ordinance) he

' knows be mnft needs be sn the

. bond of love and charity,loving [a

is Sonl : never-:

shefe earthlythingsithat he may be,

loved of heavenly. Heinhabitcth

the earth by bis agih’tg, is mixed
with the elements,c by the [bdzw
neffe of his nnderfanding. des.
[cends into the defiA Al things
are manifeft to hinRP Heavens

feem not to be above bis reack: for

that by the quickneffe of ht.r]Spi—.’
rit be perceives thems o be (a5 st
were) neer unto him, The darka
nefle of the air can neithey cona
found the insention of his mivdr,

A B ner
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24 The fecond Book of
wor yet the thickneffe of the pavth
hinder bis. endedw{r, {r the depth,
of the waters obfcure his ere-fight;
and dww all croatnves, God fatlz
boatified, adwansed, and lifted up,
t‘bamderffanding of man, to par-
rake of Divine Knowledge s the un-
dqﬂmd:’ng being. onsly the cele-
Rial- and immortall pare, and
challengeth a Divine E fferce, and
ﬁafm meen have attained to thys D-
wre Knowliedge, and therein are

happy, bearing alwayes azealons

rebigions minde towgrds God,
Orkers content them[elves swely
with. a fhedow of Divine. Knowa -

bedge, whichwha. (o followeth, er-
el 'md‘ ved ; for ,t/az':
wiihsfu of godhiveffe, be-

ggf{rﬁb wg‘cl@-ﬂmﬁ?‘ can their mindes
which are (o, dece ved,. and tranf-
ﬁfﬂg: a . wtan (:botﬁgb by nature
gcr{ez*grg‘gwdﬁax ‘divim) into

e LREneflE and condition. of 4.
beast, j\{ BRI T o ~L0f “~

| - CHAP,

’

Hermes Trifmegiftas, 3§

pc—

-~ P

CHAPD, 1V,

A Ben Why then,O &tils

megtffus, muft man have
his abode in the world, and not
moft happily live in that part
where God s ? o
Wrifm. Thou rightly enquie °
reft, Alclepius: For we alfo
befeech God, that he will ena=
ble us to give the reafon; for
feeing all things depend onhis
will, then even thofe alfo which
are moft myfterious ; the reafon
of which we endeavour to un-
fold, by our prefent dilcourfes
Heai therefore, O Afclepfags
The Lord whois the Creatous
of all things, whom we truly

" call God, made the werld firtt,

which mightbe perceived and
feen : but yet I affirm it tohave
. Ba  no
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26 The fecond Book of
nofenfe. Forof this, whether
it hath or no, Iwill declare an-
other time ; but fo that it may
be feen of all. Becaufe there-
- _fore he made chis firft, and that
the work feemed fair and gdod
unto him, as moftfull of the va-
riety of good things, he loved it
as a parc of his Diviniry
Power ; and therefore, becaufe
it was of fuch excellencie and
goodnedle, hewould have Man

made, that he might behold the :

works he had thus made, and
likewife imface his Wifdom

and Providence ; forthe will of |

God is the chietelt perfeSion,
inthat he tolfilled borh his will
and his deed, in one and the
fame moment of time. When
therforeGod perceived that.chat
image of his (the Sonl) could
not be findious of all things, un-
lefle he fhould cloathic wichan
carchly covering, he builded for

-

and |

Y —

Heymés Trifmegiffas, | !7 .
it this houfe of clay, confound=
ing and mixing both parcs ine
to one, as much as eaclibody
fnould be capable: Wherefore

* he made Man of an immqr'té%_l
“Sgul,and mortall Body;that be-

ino a Creature thus _compe[eds
he might fatisfie both ends,
which was, tobe in admlratm_’n
of Heaven and to’ pray for fp¥¢
rituall and heavenly things, and
to inhabit, and govern:thefe
earchly things below :-andTdo
“not onelyavouchthe Earth and
the Water to be mortall things,
which two (out of the four Ele-

 ments) Nature hath fubjected

to the ufe of man ; butalother
things whatfoever belongingte
man,as tillage, p;aﬁo;agq,‘quklir
1ngs, POILS, ﬂuppmg,ngvxgmgn{;
traffique, & merchandife, which
is the ironge bond of humane

Society: Andthere isapare: of

‘the world whichis Water and
B3 AEart‘h,
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Earththar which is the ‘Earthl ’ # corpores 411 of God-45 the chief

parcof the world is pre&m:g | wad th’ft)tb‘w;’,‘n sy which neceffi-

for the krowledge and wfe of | perfeition "fa ;jf <t ‘ihie nece[Jit)s o

Asts, and difcipline without 1y follows , Iflled bath bis willy and .

which Godwould not have the E Jor G".‘:if ".nﬁ—,o-,,gwd the .famie - 3
world to be perfit, formeceflity | hés deed That hecalleth the
followeth the pleafire of Gog 3 | mentof rime. nd Deityyis us much
andtheeffe&s foliow his witl, . world,the e Elod call a fecond dnetis
foritis not credible that Gog | e if you b }r two is -one and one
fhould be difpleafed wich his  andwmiy s Jo abfolurely one, bus
own will for he knew longbe. | two, bakrome ;5 ly-one but by par-
fore what wonld be, and swo Wt :i’gl:’:n{fd&i"”"’”" and
what wonld pleafe him, i .m"g‘.’f" one.  Sorhereis one ab>
' ) | | the "u‘]@v‘d; W?fhtfﬁ"?lc.l” ok
o e God b pu
being the very Stamp of ’“lgﬁﬂﬁh‘a
m‘%{m&able things, - T b’f’ 4
the fowr'sh par: ofAlclﬁpl';lf*f: o

Pl

' COMMENTARY.

L D e e e i .

- Thiss fourth Cha terswhy God dinl
oot ZI‘“ man in:tL Jpirimall reg;.
o# but in thisworld s and the anme
Swer is plaine , and alfo why ke
Jormed nian of both “natwres «

#ortall and immortall s and wh
2he foul which he created afier bis
own Image and likene e, he pme iv

&

-t e

e — gy .
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' d I_?OOk of , Hermes Trifmegiffus. 31

' | tions of men, leit thar this
- L earchly world fhould {eeme un-

CHAP, v. « | beauritied in refpect of the want

- R | ofthis heavenlyand (weet Mu-

R Ut O Aleleptug, 1oberya fick ; buc racher that his name

1A Dchat thou doft , whois the Father of all things,
fireto heare, howc: u:g?ley de- might be celebrated with tghe
}C):Imc to.enjoy that muﬁm:? | well tuned voices , and comely
‘mony and divine womfal praifes of men.  So that neither
which belongs to hea P in haaven nor earth this fweer
Wherefore fear, O Qfele vene ‘Harmony of thankfgiving mighe
| there isone frcc';ucnc,“re?l‘&'-’ ‘ceale; for thereare fome men
& g"‘g?’gf* men.for this fervice. é? (though few in number) that
[ 0d’; andthis no other Cre;. ]

tore ‘ ‘are indued with fo divine
- al can perform byt mi and helya fpirit, thatchewr care
one, For God is onl; " ' ‘

| oF - “is only to plea'e, reverance, and
fed and delighted iha};.P]&*

R —

{erve the Lord: but wholo evér

e s e
B e oy et

fhould extoll his adraire 1y -2 : NI
mE adrnired, througlr the confufien of both
fing praifes of thanksgs?ﬁg@,':ﬁ.’ namrgs , the flefh prévhili‘ﬁig,

to him , and perform fuch wer. have darkned their (pirituall un-

{hi - o ) U
hip and ferviceas belonys ‘derftanding , .they are fo much
) tlﬁ) TSQAY name, _Neitheé 53 | - given overto their own 1ufts,
ol¢ heavenlyigraces un , and are only intent’ upon thefe
. thily defcend in wor- '
1 to the congrega- b - g%}lé\vagd and lower thmgss;
tions . Therefore a man 1s not to be
By citeemed




32 The{econd Book of

chac he isin parc morcall, bue
’?eradven‘ture thereby he may
cemthe more fitly and effe&tu-
alley compofed to encreafe in
full knowledge and underfand-
ing, to wit, becanfe unleffe he
hadbeen made ofboth natures
he could not hive fufleined
both, therefore was he framed
ofboth that he mizht have both,
anearthly and divine choice,
Tdefire thee O Aeleptus , noc
only to harken unto the reafon
of this traftate ; bue alfo to en-
tertain it with much, Zeal & fer-
, Yency of Spirit. For the reaion. -
to many is incrédible, but to
devouter mindes it feemes true
and good; wherefore from
hence Lwill begin,

efteemed che weiker in refpe®

Hermes Tvifimegiffus. 33

l’Ihc '
COMMENTARY.

: "Tb s fiftb Chapter futs forth
i fgjﬂg’fﬂﬁ ck, F amedsomen,

* $ofet forch the praifes.afGodiwhith

2 kYlow the prophet did well con-
:p:i'ak?e, whe bgirrgp full ofthe.\ fpirisof
God, commandedto fing plalmes
wnto the Lotdwith & lowd voice.
whd i the affemblies to rutfe the
Lord, spon the Cymbalsy upon:
the Line, Hvrp, and Organs _for
thes 15 vhe chief-end both of finging
asd Muficks. - The ".VL?M:»“(!‘('}-:

s felf conifbicovm, . - L inidh
”ﬁlfcmﬁ‘ S T v
CHAPD. VI :

I He Lord of etcgnify is vﬁ!ﬁ'&
God, {econdly the Wb;ld,
and thirdlyMan, The makgx;
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34  The fecond Baok of.
of the World ‘is God, and all

things therein ¢ i
Ings therein governing
things with man \r{vhom heahaatll:
3PP<,>mre_d Wicegerent or go-
ernl;or)wbom‘)hg hath madc}px?ro-
f:f: y!-t;o.}t_akc’;hc' Charge of his
v olework s that borh he ‘and
.:ﬁg world might be an Orpa-
thamb of Ppraile unto himfelf,
! t by thisdivine comp'oﬁ{:ibn
g\ ’ 311;‘:1,;:&1@ world in Greek
mig ;:t)e the more truly- called
whapos, {hat is, an Order or Or-
:;gx:nt. . For he knew himfelf,
2 newithe world eqwit thac
remembring. . whit™ refem-
lance it had wirh’ his parrs,
gifqat'w.\_s for his ufe, ‘and what
k bis fegvice, He. might Ja
;})urktoﬁgwc prai‘e and ° greac
t ;n;1 ¢es unto,{y0d andto hon-
_our his Image ;. being not Igno-
"ta'm > that he wis~made alfo
’. :' ;:i:htg: ‘Iimage ;of God, of
| ere argtwo Images, to
wit

:u&s‘:{ T ‘

Herrnes THfegifius. 35
vitthe world and man;whereby
3t cometh to paffe, thatfor as
much as these isbut one joyning
together on that parts he cone
Gits of (out and fenfe, and Spi-
rit and underftanding heis di~
gine , and thereby may.. feeme
co alcend up -inco heaven buc
op his earthly part which con-
filts of fire, Waten and air » he
remaines a mostall Creature
upon eareh, 18 altogether fixed
on the things below and {wal-
1owed up of Nature;. for foman
js parely, divine and-partly moss
eall abiding i one bedy,but he
fth a mealure ofeach. .-
. Religion - before all men
(which a virruous life follows )
jeemes only then to be perfity
when there 1sa contempt of all
{ufall defres and unlawfull
- concupilcence, affifted wich all
manner of vistues. For all fuc

things arc cOnsary to the. Soul
. and




36 The fecond Book of | Hermes Trifmegiftus. 37

and Spicicuall underflanding, | which he maydofervice to chis

which are poflefledwith a corpo- tower or earthly world, but
ral, and earchiydefitel shich are with his other four partssto Wi,
well called by the name of goods. his underttanding, ionl, memo*
or pofleffions, inthat they are 1y, and providence, he fearcheth
Dot born with us bue afeetwards 'and looketh into all divink
are gp(f’e_ﬂcd of us, wirerefore caufes and things, from whencé:
.a;l t ‘ ngs °fth1; Yindare differ- | ;¢ happens that map i:g&t‘h:
g fromman that we may even. Hes fearch enquires int
deipife the body, and y:horz: ﬁ:‘;ﬁgfics, qualitics, and effelts
things which we greedily covet, |  of chings. B being-h!n&red
OFf any vic¢ or wickedneflfe | by the weight , arid too. much:
which we tuftfully defire sfor | iloerfe@ioh of his bodys he
fo far as he is led y reafon; (6. catf,mt properly forelee the ttue
ar he is aman; that comem. marurall caufes of things,  This
plaung of che dwinit‘y, he may. man therefore, fo- framed an,d
contemn and defpile thatpart of | y(hioned , and that for fuch 2
h_!sa which is moteall, bue Only. ' mmiﬂery & {ervice cgmmanded.
fo far az neceflity compells for ot the ereat Gods as in decently
Prefervation of the foul, For, \ govermng the world, piou
that man may be mof perfe& in N orﬂiipi:" his God, g worthly
either.part, ob'erve him in each. afiel obedient to both the wills.
to be formed of four Ele. ;f’Gyd., what gt doft t_hoty
ments , or principall pages wich chink he fhall be recompenfed -
two handsand two feet, and with » for fecing that this wortld:
other members of his bedy,with is the work of God ; and m::;.
which. vy
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ES .The {econd Book of

by hislabour andinduftry pre-

derveth and encreafech threybepars-
ty of it, joyneth his labour with
the will of God, when by the
help of his body, and by daily

Pames and care he adorneth

that @pectes and forme, ‘whi
bydivine witdom he ﬁcz’ﬁ\?rlét
ted;but wich thatwith which our
parents were rewarded» with
which alfo that we. may be
rewarded if it may chcm
good to his wifdome , we do
molt earnefily pray and defire
that he will releale and free us,
out ot this worldly prifon, delj-
ver us from thefe earchl y bonds.
and reftore us like unto the
divine natuse, pure and holy,

Slelep Thou faieft thevery truth; '

O SLrilmegi®us, for this is cheir
reward who li ve pioufly towards
-God, and f3 ithfully’ to che
-World ; but to them’ that live
etherwife and wickedly , both
a

e

Hermes Trifmegiftus, 3%
a paffage is denied them into
heaven, and a fearfull change
into other fhapzs, unbefeeming

" a richteous foul, But to pro-

cccg, O Trilmegittus, {undry
foules under the hope of future
eternity are much indangered
in this world, whichfecmes. to
fome Incredible, to fome Fas
bulous and to others Ridicu-
lous; forthe fruit which is reap-
ded by worldly pefieffions 1n
this temporall life, feemeth to
be a very fieet thing;wherefore
it ebliquely holdeth the foul;
that it cleaveth too much on
that part of it whichis mortall
neither fuffers it to take notice
of the divine part y envy hating
immortallicy : for Twill, as it
were by foreknoivledge tell youy
that mone after us {nall have
fimple eletion, whichis true
Philofophy ; being a frequent

beho!ding a holy worfhip and

~ knowledge

\
. . ’ i - e

B



.:o The fecond Book of
nowledge of the divinity, fo
manydo confound it aﬁery 2 dif
Vers manner; how therefore do
gany rg':enﬂbc}grmpc this in-
amprehen Philofoph .‘
diverfly confound it, P }’ g

ritwr. O Ateleptus, in chis
Manner mixing it by foetle de-
vices 1nto divers difciplines noc
comprehenfible, . Arichmetick
ufick Geomerrie , bye pure
Philofophy, and thar only
hanﬁmg upon divine religion ,-
oughrroapplyic feif w’hoﬁy to
the reft, that je mayaedmire she
courfe of the Starrs and Planers,
their appornred fations, and
::}lllmge Commutations -
Anges to-confift of numbers ;
uc the dimenfions, qua}il::?;: \
and quantitiesof the, earch, th ,
depth of the Sea, the Vertue of
hre, and thgeffe’&s of all thefe,
acknow}e_dgmg ‘nature thac e
may admire, adere, and praile
arec

ahd

. of all things,

<

»

TN e,
o e —

Heymes Trifmegiftm. 41
art and an excellent underiand-
ing, Butto know Mufick is no-
thing elfe then to knowtheOrder
which pertakes of
divine wildome; foran order of
all things artificially pitched up-
on ene generallswillmake in di-
vine Melodie a cerwin fweet
founding and moft true <Harme-

ny. -
yﬂtzlep. What then fhall be-
comeof men after us. .
" SEyitw. They fhallbe decel-
wved by the Subtity of Sophifters
and turned away from pure and
divine Philofophy; for out ef
a pure mind and foul, fo
worthip God, to honeur him
in his'works;and to givechankes
unto him for hiswill, which 1s
only full of gmgdncﬂ'c, this is
‘Philofophie ~ violated or cor-
rupted by nofoolith or un‘eafo-
nmlc curiofity of the minde;and
.of chefe, thus far. :

The

i
[

¥ to- é"
£ ‘k

- ’
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43 ThefecontiBookof |

The
'COMMENTARY,

This fixth Chapter difeonrfeh
that God % the firit God abfointe-
Dy, the Worldtke fecond, vat abfs-
Iute{). bur by participation God ,
«s which is the firft . Image of an
abfolutely deity; man, the third
~God by participation of the divini-
7, andthe [econd Image of God :
out God is not an Image, bus the
truh of all Images, that man rmay
‘afcend up into heaven by bis f(onl,
by b{k under;;?dnd{ng, by his Jpirity
by his reafon,as it were by the Supe-
vior Elements, But wherein he
‘38 made of fire,of aivof water, and
earth, he is fubeft to dearh, andte
~dote upon all worldly things, de-
prived of that divine part 3~ Thar
the meafure after which a man
Lought to live, i religion which
goodne[fe follows, and which. feems
: te

Hermes Trifmegiftus, . 43. :

to be perfir, when -being armed.

with Vertue is defpifeth, the 'co-;‘.

veting of other miens.goods ar any.
thing burtfullto ity as poffeffions .
the Zqod] it (elf; and all tho(e things.
we InfF afrer, even the very fenfe of
appesite,  For [0 far he onght to
be called a man, whiles that this
opimion is led only byreafon, qnfl
that in contemplation of the divini-
ty be contemnerh and defpifeth thﬂ(l
part of him which 15 mortall
more then mzj f}r've for the pre-
ervation of his life, Lo
f Ai'clepi{m drvineth that of the
fncceedfng EgYptians, that t@er‘e,
Lall be none after them to attain o,
the pure Philofophy of the knowledge
of God, Now Hermes asketh, to

what end man onght tolears the'

dimenfions of the earth, that
Geometry 5 the gualities, quansi-

ties, the depth of the Seay and the,

natwre of fire, andthe effetls of Zz.ll’
thefe, that i,s the Univer(all Phi-
.‘ lafoyh)',

3=
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t'dt'ft/]‘ to  admire, adpye. i
| Praife, r/:,e-An, excellen In:Jen:':i
g and Workman of all thefs for this js
| pwre Bhilofophy and only depending

’Z,?» divinereligionsthis is Mufick,
R this- is /mrmoty > to know the or..
/ der of all thingsy which all divin;-

t

!i Ltobesy. and natsralf things , cer-
|

|

ty parml(.erl: of s and which artifi-
ciaky pitched spon one enerall
will make i divive mels y- & cer-
saimwell tun'dk and mofp jgeet har-
mony andthat is P/n'/cg,fbpb],wacb
35 corrupted WZ %0 unfie-curiofity of
the mindey whichwith apure fonl
4(:4 mind doth worfkip the diety ,
and honanr- by works , as alfs to.
give th.a,mhf for the will of God,
which is (o full of goodneffe.y and
confirmeth the Prophecy of Afcle-
P, This is the fixth parsitia
on, : ~ ’

CHAP,

44 Thefecond Book of 1
lofophy of  numbers., celeftiatt. |

Hermes Trifmegiftus. 43

CHAP. VIL

E a Spirir, and {uch like, I
\./will now besin, There
was God, and Byle, which in
Greek fignifieth the world, and
the Spirit was in the world; bue
not as with God, neither are
thofe things God, of which the
world is, wherefore they: were
not, when they were not creas
ted ; bur even then they were
in that, from whence they had
their being. For tho'e things
are not onely faidto be, which
are not yet created, but thofe
alfo which have not a fruitful-
nefle in generating ; fo that no-
thing can be produced and ge-
perared of them, Whatfoever
things therefore havein thema
natire of conceiving, thofe are

things
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46 Thefecond Book of
things apt to ingender, which
may be created ot thiefe, albeit
they ingender, orare created of
themlelves ; wherefore God e-
verlafting, God eternall, neither
15, or could be begotten;he both
is, hath been, and ever fhall be,
This is that cherefore which in
it felf is the whole nature of
God, ‘

- But the nature of the world,
and of the Spiric, albeig they
feem to be created from the be-
ginning ; yet they have in them-
felves a vertue of begetting and
procreation;as alio fruitfulnefe,
fora beginning is in the quality
of the nature, which contains
in ic felf a quality, and na-
ture of conception and birth,
This is cherefore onely gene-
rable, or eafic to be ingen-
dered without the concepti-

~onof another ; butthac which

hath in it onely the vertve of
: concei-

i ST G T

Hermes Trifmegiftus, 47
conceiving, is by the mixture of
another nature. So they are to
be difcerned, that this place of
the’ world may not feem to be

created with thofe things which

are in themfelves, as which hath
in it felf the power of wholeNa-

ture, Icallica place in which

arc all chings ; for neither could
all thefe things be, if a place

were wanting which might con~

rain all things; for a place was
to be provided for all chings thae
were ; for neither the quanti-
ties, nor qualities, nor fituati=
ons, or effets, can be known of
things which are not : gherefore:
the world, albeit it be not fo

- created, yet it contains in it felf

the nature of all things,as which
giveth (in all things) rich and
truicfull matter to  conceive,

* This istherfore that whole quaa
, liry & matcer which maybe crea«
C C ted,

st
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48 The{econd Book of

ted , albeit it be not created :
For as Ndture is a froicfull

matter of quality, {o the fame!
is as fruicfull in malignity, Nei-|
ther have I faids. O Alclepiug

and Smmon , which is taid of
srany, wherher God conid wea-

Fenandturn away evil from che |

na-ure of things? To which we

- ofwer net ac all 5 yet for your

. ~akes I will proecute what I'be- |

83n, and give a reafon : Forthey
affrm, that God oughe all man- |
ner of wayes to have freed the
world from wickednefle ; for he !
15'fo in the world, as though he
feers.tobe a member, or part |
of it ; for ivis fo provided and |
- ordained by themoft high-God,
as'much as wich reafon he could
then; when he hath vouchfafed
todignifte the mindes of men

with fenfe, difcipline, & undet-

ftandingifor with thofe things.in |
which we excel other creatures,
we can only (hun the deceit of

Hermes Trifmegiflm, 49
fip, guile,and ali acher corrypeie
on. ¥or he,before that be jis en~
fmared in them, fhall by.che very
fight & nglinefle of them, avoid
them, thacman is gnarded wich
divine knowledge and wifdom ;
for it 1s the foundation of difci-
pline, confifiing in.the excellen=
cie of knowledge : for by the
Spirie all things are miniftered,
and refrefhed in the woild, and

(asit were) an organ, or infirus -

ment, is{ubjeét to the will of
the grear God. Wherefore hi-
therto in our fouls, let us cone
ceive of that wife Moderatour
and fenfible Governour of God,
which is called the Spirit,or ho«
ly Ghoft, which comprehends
in jc felf every place, and the

fubffance of every ching,ahd the .

full matter of things. vegotten
and created ; and whatfoever
elfe in the world, eicher.fog fub-

ftance, quality, ar quansity : for -
Ca - all:

. PRI e s ) d o s S L8 e - ek
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50 The fecond Book of
all the Spectes in the world,
and every thing -according to
that nature which is given 1t of
God, is moved and governed by
the Spiric, But the worldis the
receptacle of all ehings, 'and the
haunt and place:co move in for
all- creacures, of which God is
the Governour, dif; penfing in all
worldly things, as much as is
neceflary to every one, who

T

" Hermes Trifmegiftas, §% -

is fuppofed to be vifible, when
itis ﬂmcwed,'drawn;out,.or pain=
ted ; but indeed it 1s dlwayesto
it felf inviible. Whereby, the
bottom ‘or, lowe(t part-of the
Sphere (ifchere be any) is cal-
12d in Greek &dus, fot iy in the
Greek tongue -fignifieth to fee,
which fightthe bottom of the
Sphere: may wan—;z‘;‘ka{qr‘exlp‘og_
the @pectes are called i, for

with his Spiric fills all-things, of |
whag pacure and qualicy fozver, |
Forthe world is round, like un. |
to a Bail or fphere, being for the |
form or qualities fake invifible
todefelf. - For if you thall chufe |
any high placein ic.only to'look
down, thou canft not fee from
thence ‘what is below; and be-
~caufe it confifts of many ‘places }
and parts, it is fuppofed tohave
a?ua'li,ty;‘and by the alone forms
of the Dpecies, in who'e Cfff: )
- Blegic feems to be ingraven, it
' il 15

that they are of an_ inviGble
form ; and for that they are des
prived of light ;. the Grecians
call ddus, :and for chatthey arg
in the bottom of the;Sphere,
the Lacines, - nferf, Thele are -
therefore the ancient A%tcu}.cg:
ples, orare (as itaveig) hepins
nings and, heads of -3ll. things
cohtained :in.amy ;part -or .parts
frthefe, =~ .~ -
?-'* ‘Qclep,. All thefe ,;thgs
therefore, as you fpeak of, which
are carthly, O Erifmegittus,
‘ €3 are

Sl BER —eal e
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52 The fectnd Book of
are prefent as ‘well in
Species, asin che fuj] { ubl’favneg

. ©fevery thing,

SCeffitt. Therefore ehe weir!
fouritheth the BOdigg,t!:Eewgr o
rie the e or toul apnd fente px;_
;cafog ; the uﬁderﬂa‘nc‘ﬁ*ﬂg bc',ir?
2 giftwithwhich man js g} e‘hg
tiched, neither all. mén buzf'e»\:

be capable of fivgreat 2 by

for as the world i’s,i'n‘l rgh?i!;;ﬁl; '
the Sun's f6nafi¢ minde is 1IZ
tuminated by chi¢ Tishe s muek,
more. For whacfoever the Spn
doth enlighten ; by ¢he Ectipfes
and interpofition of Earch angd
the Moon, and by the approich
of night; it 1ofeth, andis degri

Who Have a hearege Judémien co

ved of ehat Eighe':  bije redfon
with mans Soul it becones
; .- 4 . . s" b

that hveé{g& growing m_ixz:zr‘e’f )

- - ' of f

\

when it fhall be once fixed |

Hermés Trifmegiflat. 53
of one nature withit.  So that
minds thus qualifiedate never
intangled with milty and obe
fcure errors. Whereby the
fenle or reafon may well. be (aid
tobe the foul or Spirit of God
but I fay not of all, buc ot
fome excellent, and principall
ones, E "

- ;Thc'
COMMENTARY.

 The [evemth Chapter contein.
erh i hidden Philofophy of the ge-
warations and masser of the World,
of the Sperss 4oxagxpdn];2y§( ity And
2{ the place. The woxld i%God

¢ callerh she Cominem pliace o

wherefore he will nov- pave the
place of the worldto bg ereasedy

burthat itis created and wot cren-
ted , creased indeed if you refpelt
Cs4. - the
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54 The fecond Book of
the #ar{mqri/ij of the Crogenres
A#dnot croate if you refpelt the
truth of  the workmanfbap,  Fop
vhe world and thy (7

world and g cersay |
Pafling s and dz';{fk/t'ng i [elf
throngh 4l things, were mor 5y the
world when they were mot theated
bu be [aith they were in tha from
whence they were 20 be creged

bot inwhat were they, but in that

85vine - word by whivch all things
were madgd Bur |g which and
what w MmAade was life, and
from ' whenze a¢- lerig by évery ilr:'(zg
- came thai was mm:fegf, “The worid
tobe as fruitfullin el as good 5
being us captble of evil 4 good
asthé Early ;i ﬁw{tfk{!- both 3f
medicinable Herbs und hwrefull
PWeeds s ands

batthe earth bathby
« Kind of propriers 12 fton)
the World )_zo‘tm?bﬂé:m’fng God
Cas much R wish . Yéafon e
weight) ,ﬁd{é?rwz'ded for men rea~

fon

-----

- £

© Hermes Trifmegsftas, d, 55
fony difcipline, and upderj{?:a/ ;‘5, ’

4injt'th};5v/qn4}_ofmmr;” o 8
ag: sy, leaft finne (howld ave T
P rld, as brambles and ?l;l
th;lWZfds, a neglested and mz,t;‘/‘qf .
g:f :t or , ;pildernejfe. Moreq'zgr :IZ
the jpirits di{fufﬁd_tbrgxghm_k
things yandthsfe thtr}g; 7 4;0:.“51‘: 3
der ﬁa, of [enfe or reafomy w ;i e
difpilling of divine grgce i

}em [onls,as of the Sun beams: i
:’liee]es, he - difcour eth vﬁpmgw“a;‘ s
inthis [ewenth party. s
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56 -The fecond Book ‘6f
which Iriow beain by the def:.
red help and 'alfﬁ}ancz of God
~ Theréate divers kinds of Gods.
-and of ehofe ope parc mtelligi:
Dley anocher fentble, Tre,
are ealled intelligibies, ot be-
caufe they may befuppofeq no;
tobe fubjedteo om fenfes, ( for
We pefeetie thém more then
thote which we call vifibles )
as ot difeourfe thall thew, ang
~thouifthoy mark it majeft per-
cewve : for divine reafon . paffin
beyond che reach and ca
of men, if thou with 8ood care
ahd greae atcention liften no;
unto the fpeakers, wil fly away |
and paffe througti thee, and re-
[turbe to the Founrain of it oy

acity

waters,  There aré thepdfs
chief Lotds ot Gods 65&1{%;?: "
thed, che Prince. of. whony s
g}ﬁq 5 t:ftrne[e g like 6me to ang.
jer i theie Orisihall y wwho by
Hztare e&% 3l¥ thi g;',. e-.'ez;'
e, : ORe

He;."mes Trifmegiﬂus. 57

oneilluminating one anoshers
work, The chiefLord.of Hea-'
ven or whatfoeveris concluded
under that name, is Jupiter,
for from Heaven Jupitet gives
lifeto all. The chiefe Lord of
the Sun, is the Light, = For the
benefit of light is ditributed un~
tous by the globe of the Sun.
There are 34. Lords ofthe ho-
rofcope, or which fpeculate in-
to the Hours of Nativiry,placed

g | alwayesamongft the fixed Pla-

nets, the Prince of thefe they
call Mayréuoepos, that is, which
hath all inapes or which, in dif-
ferenc -@peties, makes divers
Shapes. The feven wandes=
ing  Planets have alfo their
Lords which they call, Fortupe
and Fate by which all things aze
changed which,were firmely fla-
blifhed by.che law of nacureg&ai-
tered bya.continual motion,Bue
the Aireisthe Organor iafgu~

E. v
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.inc e of 31 thines, in whichall

thin s}{éf?orougﬁc co pafle;, and
the chie{Lord orPrince of thisis
fecond “jh degree conferring
_glg:tall §h_mgs, andthe like, up?
on  mortall Creatures, © Thefe
‘things therefore beingfo-, that
thefe lower things are mov’ed b
‘the- higher ; Y
‘haturall? things are joyned to
r!lemfe‘l}gcs', ‘as mortall thinos
Wwith {inoreall, and” fénible
things wich fenfible. * Buc the
chief matcet of Government
‘belongs to that greatLotd, being
not many bur on or frone
.ot many but only one for from
that ofieall thinigsde; etrd:rather
, gom?g bftcgn hith when " they
em to be diftant, & areifpppo
fedto be a ma:m’ YL

So likewife-all | and devoutly

y thingSapart by }

“themfelves bur indeed are uni-
“tedieing one or rathét two
_ffrom- whom all thifigs are ef-
eéted, amd from which theyare
~created; chat is; the matterof
‘which they are made, &from his
will,

!
|
P
¢

Hermes Trifmegiftus. ~ 59
will by which other things are
brovghe to pafle:- - -

" Qfclep, Again, what is the
rextan of this, OTrilinegfus -

Tritm. This, O Alcleping.
For God the Father, -or -the
Lord of alt chings, and what(o-
ever name he is more religionfly
calied -of men),
which onght for ourunderftanc-
ing {ake.ro be revérenced of us,
in contemplatioh-of fo grear
‘Majefty,we have éxprefly calied

kim by none &f ¢hofe names!,
for if this {fonnd ut’l:'c‘red,_fett'eth T

forth the who'e will of man or

chat underftanding He{(lialk con- '

ceive by the fpirit; the fubfiante
-of which nagmé ‘confifling of a
few fyllables, is Jimited and
circumfcribed 5 that® tere
-might be-in‘man’a feceffary and
' famnitiar enttetconti@betwit thie
Voice ; & theiearesthe fpirivand

the -underftanding , and

all things by thefe:

fo-of
Whether
thens

i
i

1!



-l
‘e

———

60 The fecond Book o
then the name of ok of

P"Fa[e or WhQUy l'nod be com-

thefe? for

€t caule of 31| Ma

the Father apd Lord’ of ajf

things, can be ey refl;
prefled b
rxrl)amg though cogwpoundgdoz?
thany._ Syllables : j¢ 5 neceflar
i eretore ehat he fheyy be calg
; lemt by one name by, father
PYall ‘names, ( feeing thag
1s both one and 3] :

Ing meet that 2]] ¢hi
ﬂe IS name t l;i.égshﬂxould
A}?uld be flyled by e name of
Al Thbxs_-therc ore being bye
s } as being ally is fyl] of the
mt_ulng:ﬂ"e of both naryrec
and rich in hig own wiil byei "
:zh 11{c:;rth what(oever "
> to cr . s will j
all goodne%,ag:it:f;is el s
nels pertaines ¢o )] (h:

I8 divinity
Y Dacure
thag aj things may &p;:ie}fg;
) T aié)

.‘::v,,
H
1]
b
|
]
1
i
i
|l
N
A

luPPol_é not, that the efficr.

Heyntes Trifmegifim. 6
are, and have been and in all
things which fhall be , nature
hence forward may of it felf be
fufficient to beger. Let this
therefore be the reafon -given
thee, O Afclepfug, wherefore
and how all thingsy of both
fexes are made, :

@Arclep. You mean God, -

rifmegi®ud
Eﬁttftg. Not only Ged, ©
Afsleping, but all Creasures
having lifes and a:} Creatures
withoue life; for it is impofhible
that any of thofe things which
are, (honld be unfruisfull, for
froitfulneffe  being  barred
from all thibgsthasares it will
‘be impofible that there be a

perpetuity of tho’e shings which -

are : for, 1fay, thac Nature and

‘Reafon, and the Wosld do ¢on-

gein in them this nagure 5 and

.preferve in chemfelves allthings

created ; for every Sex ‘isgfnl}
.0

= :-'em; ‘xmng- -
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Incomprehen(ible ,awhich ou

may call Venery o
g]x‘s;herefore bgior lutror boch:
toodand cléarly conceiy

4, ved,ch
from the God’ of .,mruré’f:lg
fhice of .procreg-
on | I'sn whom j
naturally perfed charity, jo;s
'n,.l.lrrh, and divine loye . and ic’
.mxgh.t be faid how fé.rcat;tﬁe

Airy: isbut tha by the compe
plation of him, ic.];s mag?fg(tie?;
$YEry ones.underftanding, For
Wyouo bferve the ik ri
whergm"wé are fafhiomad hO\:
bgth narures framech.an. a,fvp’an':r‘:i‘o
etiohcr Male, or-Female, how
that_the orie greedily (marcheth
taefeed ofthe other, & fhuts it
- up clofe within'the womb vand
lattly: .hov.w: by shac: ioxt;ﬁlon
| ’Gomun&mn.\a’c the fame time
they.

bg well under...

o Trhe fecoﬁd'BoOkof T 62
of procreation, and the C

(v 7 oo
junction or unitino. gf bo:b?s

|
|

-

Hermes Trifmegifimt. 63
they beget men and womeny
which the woman for-a cettain
time beareth in her womb," The
effets thereforeof fo-pleafing:s
and neceffary a work, 15 com-
micted in the dark, left that
by the derifions and mackings
of common ignorant fooles;
the divinity of nature by:the
conjunétion of both fexes;
fhould be compelled to bluth,if
it (hould be {ubjeét to the open
view of irreligiousandungodly.
perfons, for there are very fowe

in the world thatmaybe coun< .

ted mode(t and religious,where-

by it hapeneth thar in many

there remaines malice’ and

lewdnefle, through the 'want of 4'

wifdome and- koowledge /in

» thofe chings whichare : - far by
. the underftanding of divine .

knowledge, and re igiogs- by

which all things: are ‘{iveetly-
" dilpoled, and ordered, there
18

\.
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25 ot only a contempt of !

but alfo medicine ‘
‘the evils inthe world :foll;ut ?‘]ol;
ll(ong as 1gnorance and want of
knowledge abide, there 2] man-
ner of fin gers head,and wounds
zhe_ioul Withincurable Vices
- which being infe@ted,and defiled.
~ wich them, fwells ir, a5 i
were with Poyfon, which can-
not be cured bue byafeul fur-

pithed wich divine graces and

undcrﬁmding.-~ If ~ theref
znlg tea fewchis fhall be cp:;i:
- Rtabley it is meeq to-profecme
and conclude this tradare, o
WIt, wherefore  God hatly
vouchfafed to imparr, onlj un-
to men underRtanding and difj.
.pf‘me._ Hear therefore, when
God the Father, ang Lord of
all things, bad after other n-
ferioup Gods or Angels made
man ofthe csrruprer part of
the world,and of Jike meafnre

, of

" Hebmes Trifmegiftus. 63
of divinity, it happened that

- fin did remain mixed wichthofe . -

Bodies, with a neceffary: defire

after food and living , € which

yature hath givenin common
to other living creatuses)as ao
other affetions and vices otthe
minde incident to. mans cor«
ropticn,  Bur  the - Angels
which were made of the pureft -
are of pature , and wanung
no helps of Reafon and Know-
ledge, and ina continuall fate
of imimortality - yet for ity of
order; and for difchipine; and

*vinderftanding he' hath orddined

by an eternal Law, (being arfor=
der by the Law of negedity limi-
ted) thac they fhoutgnotbe far
from chemy ar.mtch diffévem 10
niacuze;appoinking man above all
creatures to be only endued with
reafon and knowledge by which
he miche flum the corruption &

vices of his body, hamzamfved
vice g




————

66 The fecond Book of
them for -the purpofe ang hope
of immortaliry, finally he hath
‘made man that he mj hg beime
moreall ofadivine an omoreall
nacure, that jo- ‘might -appear
that man bejng thys mgde after
the will of God, is in betrer
ftaze then the Angels, ivho are
‘Made only of an imtmorra] I nas
ture, as alfo llocher. morcalj
(reatures, " In-which relpe&;
‘man comming  neareft to the
‘nature of ‘Ged he fhonlq ‘Wor-
thiphim in -pure and undefiled
‘religion'with'an haneg hearr,
-and thar the Angels wich a.pi-
ous  ang loving. affedtion
fhould pity andprefervesal] hu.
‘Mane things, , ‘Bue-this i fpor
“ken -ot{ome. few.menswho ane
‘indued yrich chithand; pure:afs
fe&tions :~we have’ nothing -to -
~do ' with the Vitious, -Jef} this
*holy difcourfesbe def] d by the
thoughe f them,, ¢ ;- e h
o The

H erm}s T r:_'f‘megiﬁfasi

)y
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sighth Chapter treateth of

s esghth Chapter sreatet _'
tievai‘:ti;%nll Lords or Pr;zci.z
which be calleth Gods » The Lord

 of Heaven ke calleth Jupiter ;. f

the Sun, the Light : be.
f;Zr f;;fg 4 Horofcopessor mar;l(g:: -
of the howrs of childrens ”JZ’UIl) ﬁ g
the. [ame place of the ﬁx;; P
ers,and the chief of thefe) 2 ¢ e
Pantomorphos, and theh_ _ mf: sof,
L st Botnune, and
ess, ke maketh Fort e, 4

e e

wir: but thefe feenpto be rice
;éfé{?;;' of Devils,. and ctrtit:xf'r:z: ,
nities (melling of the errours s
Gentiles 5 -and which c_zmﬁ:nt hofe
which truff iwthem, ratherto pe

- xifpthanto be in any fafeiys From.

bence be returneth to.the conte

plation of thé moft high dnd}:fb;
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fable Gody or which tobe g
med by all names éez'ng fault o-

ave that which makes th
{o‘gebzber frousefuil s 'Frow‘ezz
z;; that love of procreat;s > and
2 4l great work of Narare, whiah
,;tﬁ,mtb;f‘lg _dq;iprmed or.wfae};zér-
> Whiles that the 4,
j}:ec:c{), and attions be mod:;gff;i

;imﬁédt;fv/af‘ﬁ# -
EAESTPAE of en is.;npopny
qf) thefe ) fleries rbe)t,p::;::’
thefe divine Laws, and .
manver of brmt beqsts.
mztl)',;ﬁnﬁ:em!]_, and mf;x;’:::/; y
#fe thefe things. therefore.me dzr{
:gotaft'peak, of f#ch things, even far
_mﬁ' Sties fake, becaufe thofe in-
orainate and irveverens tl:aﬂgbt&
T;zd. Lestures are Pt 10 thyust
d :Z;[é.{we.g \Ato the s 1nds.of mm,
A) mfbﬂﬁe}”&,.hﬂl)’,-ﬂﬂd”ﬂ‘ \

defiled

fm'tfalm/ﬁ , _ﬁtbew%] all t/)fng{

Hermes Trifmegiftus. 69
defiled Ordinance of God-: andbe- -
canfe few have pure and good affe-
Etions 5 I [uppofe that we fhonid

this matter. Then he addeth, theat
God hath beftowed onely upon men
reafon and under [Fanding, whereby
that immortall, and divive part of
him ,mi{bt [bun wicesywhich other-
wifey by the admixture of bis
earthly [ubftance, he might eafily
vun into: for by reafon of thisbod,

fall into Insts, and other -terhftkiﬁ-
~ons of the mind, Thisyof the et;gb{i)‘

Part,

- %

ANd becanfe we are. now
{peaking of the fimilitude,

:

and mutiall fellow{hip of men
and God, acknowledge, O

Qlclepius,

neicher thinks or [reak mich of |

and diffoluble paresmen mu3t néeds

.CHAP, 1X,

.
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79 The fecond Book of,
Alclepiusg,. che authority and
Ppowerof man. Foras the Lord
and Father, or moft high God,
dsthe Creatour of the heavenly
Gods or Angels; fo Man is the
creatour of thofe gods whichare
{et ianem,pEcs,'conrehtcd tobe
neighbonrs unto men, and ire
not onely illuminatedy but do
alfoilluminate, doing not only
good nnto men, bur alfo con-
firmeth that there is 2 God,

many dop -

. __Alclep, Tam confounded, O
Lrilmegttus ; buc giving cre-
dit to whar you fay, T Judge man
tobemoft happy, who hath at-
tained to o great bleffednefle,

&rtfm, Neicher unworthily

s he worthy of admiratiomywho

is the greatet antongfl the gads,

For the @enugof all things is

manifeft without confufion, be-

| : ing

Dolt wonder at.chis, O Hfcle- ;
Pius, or doft thou doube of ity a5 |

Hermes Trifmegiftus, 71
ing propagated of the pureft parc
of Nature, and the fimilicudes
of them to be (asit were) the
heads of all ; but the ©pestes
of the gods, which man repre-
fents, 1s fathioned of two na-
tures; Divine, which is the
more excellent and noble pare ;
and Earchly,which ischat which
1s here converfant inearth, and
which confifts of the whole Fa-
brick, or feverall pares of the
ourward Man. So Man being
mindfull of his Divine Nature
and Originall, remains fill in
the likenefle of God. For as the
Father and the Lord hathmade

. eternal Gods, that might be like

unto hirn. Soman hath fafhi- -
oned out unto himfelf gods; af-
ter the fimilicude of his own
countemance, - -
- Afclep, Do you mean ima-
ges, O Erifmegiffug » .
&ritm, Do you not fee how
: D - far

%
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far 'you -are’ miftaken § ¢ living
ifmagés, - full'of fenfe and fpirit,
doing futh4nd fo great things1
Images having fore-knowledge
#f things to come, and fore-tel-
ling by manyother rhings, infit-
mities, cares,and forrows,which
{hall happen defervedly to men.
Are you ignorant, O Afclepiug,
that Egypt is the image of Hea-

'ven, or, which is more true, a |

tranflacion of defcenfion of all
things, whichare governed and
exescifed in Heaveny Andif we
fpeak rightly, Our Iand isthe
Temple of the whole World,

. and yet for that it befeemeth

wife men to fore-know all
things, it behoveth younor to
‘beignorant, thit the time will
come when it may appear, that
the. Egyptians have by 3 con-
ftant and pious pradlicein reli-
gionferved God in vain, and all
their holy worfhip (hall become
void, and of no effe& : For the

PDivinity ball recurn back: frem
Earch into Heaven, £gypt fhall
be forfaken, and the Land which
wasthe feat.of the Divinity,(hal}
be deflitnte of Religion, and
deprived of . the' prefence .of
the Deity. " For when ftrangers
{hall poflefle; and fill up this
J.and and Kingdom, not one
there (hall be anegleét of Reli-
gion; bue, which is more mife-
rable, there fhall be: Laws en-
alted 2gainfi Religion,Piety;and
Divine Worthip, with punifh-
ment inflited upon thofe thag
feem to favour it : then chis hoe
ly feac fhall be full of Iolatry,
Idols 'flemples, and deadE mens
Sepulchres, O Zgypr, Kgype,
there fhall remain%nly a f:i)n’:%d
fhew ofthy Religionjand which
will feem incredible to pofteri-
ty ;and onely letters thall fiand
ingraven upon thy pillars,which
may declare thy pious deeds,
Da

| HRernts Trifmegius, 73 |
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and in theethalt inhabic che
Scythian, Indian, or {ome other

the Divinity’ fhall fly to Hea-
ven, the whole Nation forfaken :

{hall die, and4euEgypt fhall be
forfaken of God and man; I call
upon thee, thou mof) holy Ria |
ver, and prefage unto thee
things which . fhall come to |
pafle’; thy warters and divine {
ftreams "fhall be filled with
blood; which fhall overflow thy
banks, and make a violent inun-
dation, fo that there fhall be
more dead than living, and he
that remains alive, thall onely
by his language be known to be
an [Egyptian, but by his deeds
he fhall feem a Barbarian, Why
weep you, O Qlcleptus, Egype
fhall be furnifhed with far greas
- ter; and worfe evils than thefe,
e being heretofore a holy and
grear Favourer of the Deity,and
Divine

neer barbarous Nation, Forf 30 el P
: . H {eparated alone from other Na-

Hermes Trifmez;tﬁﬁi;' s
Divine Worfhip and Religiony
and that worthily upon earth,

tions, became the Mifirefle .of
Sanétity and Piety, fhall be’ an
example of the gteateft cruelty,
and then with grief of hearr, the

" world fhall not feem to be ads

mired and adored. . Thizwhole
good (than the which there neis
ther is, hath, or (hallibe.any
thing that (hall appear, ofmore
excellencie) fball be indangers
ed,and feem burdenous to men,
and inthis refpeét (hill be des
fpifed: neither fhallche:iworld
be ‘efteemed, which is the im-
mutable work of God, a tnoft
glorious Fabrick, 2 wark com-
pounded with the different va-
riety of'thapes, an inftfument of

~ thewillof God,who in his.work

( without envie ) ~befpake -all
things to become one ;: which,
of the beholders, might .be hos

~ D3 noped,
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moured, praifed,:and loved, be-
ing an united heap of  fundry:
fhapes.' For darkmefle (hall-be'

fhall feem fweerer ithan life, no
mnan fhall ook up'to Heaven, a
seligious man (hall beaccount-
ed 2 mad man;an irreligious and
profane perfor feem wi‘s,a mad
man, valiant ; and the “'wor(t of
all men, good and pious: for
the Soul, and all chings abour ity
wherein it'is either mortall, or
¢onceiveth that itthalbattain to
immoreality ; agcordingly as I
have. declared unto you, fhail
not onely be efteemed @ thing
worthy of laughter, but alfoa
meer ¥anity : For beleeve mey
1t fhald be reckoned a capitat of
fenceforhim thae mallal’g'judy o

be religious, there fhall new

Sratates, and Lawsbe (fablifhs

ed ¢ nothing which is religious

fhall'tie freard worthy - of. Heas

RN Co ven,

——— Pysvevisaaviamamm et
'.4....'4»»,___.__.,%; e,
B awormpenteifi Covsatin

preferred - before light, ! deach:

Hermes Trifmegiftas; 77
ven, ot heavenly things, or be
entertaingd in the hearts of
men : there {hall be.a feparacign
of God,'which s, michto be la+
mented, from the Society of
men ; onely evil angels fhall re-
main mixed with the humanity,
which fhall violently move to
all manner of: auda¢ions mif
chiefs, fir them p towars:. fr
dirion, robberies , deceits ang
unto all things contrary so.the
difpofition of the Sonl, then the
Eaxch fhall nog fland; the Sea
fhall nee be filed in ; and in
Heaven, thecoutle of the Sears
and Planets fhall ceale, alldi-
vine kpowledge fhalk € of. pg-
ceffiey) be buried in fesice;: the
fruits; of the earth {hali be cos-
supted, neicher fhalb the earth
be fruicfull, and che air it felf
fhall languifh with a forrowfll
countenance ; thefe and fich
like times (hall come; atreliginn
o D 4 and:
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- and corifufion of the world,wich
a fenflefnes &vacancy of al good
things. When thefe things fhall
happen, O Rfclepius, then that
Lordand Father God Almighty,
Governour onely of the world,
lookingdnto the Mmanners, and
voluntary deeds of ‘men ;. after
his own will(which is his good-
nefle) pimifhing vices', taking
away all errours-and corruption;
and drowning all manner of
wickednefle, either by an inun-

-

dation of waters; 'og:'&]{"d ci}nﬁ;'-
ming chem'by fire; opelfe by

‘plague and peltilence, hewill

end this world, and reflore it o
its ancient beaury; fothac the
world it felf mayfeem té Pe ad-
‘mired and hononred : an d God,
the Creatobrr dnd Reftoger of fo
great a work; {hall of all ‘men
then being, ‘be magnified with
continuall praifes and thank(gi-
vings: For this generation of the
Lo _ son .w@;]d)

Hermés Trifmegiftus, 79
world, and the.reformation of
all good things, and the. moft;
holy and religious réfitucion of
nature it {elf, in duz time: both -

15, and hathbeen eternall from: - o

the beginning, for the will of:
God wants beginning; . which'.
isthe {ime , and continuail in.
every place,
Afclep, * For the natnré of:
God is the counfaile of his. willy,
and. his. excellent, goodpefle;
his “counfaile, O Zrtmegi(fs-
m' ] ) ‘ ,ab.‘h“.:’q.;v",
Lrifm, O Afclepiug, his will,
proceeds frem his counfailesand:
hiswill fromhis will,  nejthes

- wills he any :thingambitionfli

which isfull of all.thinigs, -and
thofe which he wills he Hath,
but - he wills -all goed thingss
and hathall he willsaJ For, ‘bg
thinks and wills alligond things;
but thisis God,and theworldis -

the Image of that Good, . -+ - s

D s Hlclep.
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Qfclep, Good. 'O Erifmes
- Erilt. Goodsas 1 fhalt ceach
thee; O Afcleptug,; foras God
1s.the difpenter and - giver of all.
geodthings, to every @en
anid Dpectesin the World; rhao
15y both. :of .{foul and life,
{o likewife the worldisthe dife
tribucer and giver ‘of ali things ,
which feem goed to. mortall
creatures 5 that is, change of
parts feafomable fruites, .pati-
vity, éncreale and maturicy, and
thielike; . and by this Gudlfitting
abovein the highett Heaven, is
every: ‘where, and beholds all
thirigs= for chereiisabove. thefe
Lower Heavens, -a place ‘with-
e Starts; far from all earthly
thiggps, this place betwixe Hea-
‘$on and Eareh the. difpenfer of
ait 'things -inhabiterhy , whom
we call Jupltee, or god, buror
_ehe earch and the Sea, Reigneth

Jupiter

Hermes Trzfrnegiﬁhszi 8r
Jupiter Pluto, and he is the.

nourifher, and preferverof all =

Living and fruuicfpll motrall
Creatures, by the powesof all
thele, Frnits, Trees, Plants, and
the. ground are. refrefhed, anpd
the:power agd.effedts of ether
Gods are difiributed throughall
things thar are. . They are
diftribueed chac. {hall bear rule
on the Easth -and (hall:be pla
ced, in. the ety entrance. af _
Cappls in char: Ciey which is
builc ini the Wef, .or where the
Sun fets. Ta which place ail
mortall Creacures both mLand
and Sea {'}u‘u-&aﬁmf&l;; SRR
< Qfclep, . Buczat «thid’ time
whete are - they; . ©- Trifiez

© @rifmr,  They are placed in
the great ‘City 5:1n. the ~Libyan
Mountain y dandshusfar ¢his des
clacation, = 0 L v s
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 This whele Ninth € hdpter.yé':
R(opbdgze.‘ ~ Which Augulting weg
reproveth) in his Bobkyof the City ofi

extolling and [esvingir forth wiwh
_ ivmderfu{l pi:qi]é.r,ﬂ and tbedamj*
or fakof ity it'mnch, deplores’.. Iw

the highest Heauen Ve ifarberh: 4 |

teriam. God' beholdsing il thing siv
but, intha place éth%xt 'Hﬁgez
and Earth, he -placeth Jupicer
tlaedifpo_[éz‘r s of  Steward; and
Pluec | upitersobe theiGod s and
< dtfp@f?@oh Lard’ and Seasd as
though rhexa wegreore God.in Hega
veny another in the Aire, and anpa
tl)e{?v'o» r_be_erd, andSen s all
wiich iconeinsian infmee —.im}’u}tj
:;ﬁ rvars s forwst of, divine vy
€ Are. Rucoryuptly’y pyrely - -an
holsly taught  rhat rlai 1'20{111 /J’:’:‘f
God

Hermes Trifimegiftus. 3 %
God in-Heavern aboves and.in
Earth below , andthat there iz no,
other God < but againft-Idols-ard
1dolasry the word of God and the
xl_}’rophﬂs do warily admoni(h

T shas we be no defiled., with

' N . I A
R oo . fo great ablot of impiety 5 nor coxe
God,. " It mainidides Idoluiry ;| 3 ' ror.

rupted with [0 great an error ; for.
the. Idol it [elf is curfed, and him.
thai made.it, and again, the wor-
oipping of cur(ed Tdols isthe canfe
beginning, and end of all-mifchief}
An Idol makers andthisIdol are.
both an abomination tathe Lord ,
for both thatrwhich is made, with
him that it (ball be confumed withy
five, thefe and- mary vhore things

“of - Adolagry -omt of: the Book,

wifdome , “and in-Leviticus God
bim[elf ont of his vwn mowth:com-
mandeth , I am the Lord your
Gady yon (ball not make:to yeur
{elf any Idol ;-or graven Images
wneither (hall you ersCt. any monss
ment 5. or- Pillar in-yosr Land ta

wor(bip
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84 The fecond Book of

worlbip its - dndof the Idols o
&aypt,-be advertsfetbin Bhi'ik:c?f
Be nor pollored wivh the Idols of
Eg pe, fbr,-] anm the Lord;)‘elﬁ
€oa : and of their abolifhikgad
Jpeaketh by the fams Prophi
will defiroy their bmages, ard muka
an endof therr fdol Memiphis ;, hg
_ﬁal[ %o wiore leadthem ot of ’t]m
corins ot L, M
.  font Spanit, 4
Lonfe of 1dits,, at.lmgg;}; ,Z'Z‘f
they [ball hring. difeafec, in fire
mities; and, fears upor men. , wa
kanow withayt denbt-to be evil] S pe-
Yirsy andin-affrance ro-be thofa

of whichthe Brapket rruly affirm

eth, shar vl the Gods of thiegens -

bi2s, are divils, or evi] -Spiiis.
Lot this listle be jmﬁfitfgyi}'}
the impiety of TrifmegiQus inthss
::th part s forwe [beaketa thaf
0.are feafomed . with the. tyup
l(t::a?aziedge of ‘Gody which (asihe
wifeman [aith') to kirow and wn.
S der[Find

’

Hermes Trifmegiftus. 8%
derftand is perfest righteanfnefles a
and to know his vightoou[nefle ahd
power i the oot of immortalitys -
Lazarelus drawerh this place to an
Aualogie, as though the Idolswere
the Apoftles ; the Image of man, -
Chriftthe power yiven from above, -
the holy Ghoft ; Agypt,the dark-
weffeof - the femi[es ; and the per-

 focution of vhe Difciples Apoftles &

Maryrs, the graven piflars. ded
claring therr progus works. and-than
the heart af pafterky didremsine nae
their works, but thesr fasth.only: 3

“vhefe are piomfly invented 5 bwb

peraduenture far from the Letior 5
or meaning, . Lshink; with Adl4
gultine thar Hermes wverfhet
bim(olf both igthis and the %3
Chapter., for they Jeem to havs
the Prophets of the Gentiles, # Bas
laam and the Sybills 5 that they
may [nffer both Light and
darkneffe the lucid and.ob[chre in-
sermixture of Prophecies [ometimes

S pure.
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Nn?gtv‘q‘a.re.to difcourfe of
‘ tality&immortalicy:fo:
hopc;-and.. fcar{)f‘dc,ach t:xftl;ag?g
Many,which are- jsnbrane of the
true reafon:for death ig caufed b
diffolntion of. the body, ¢ *eg
out with labeur ‘and (he )l;';r-t
‘ rgopy-:  being. ‘ended whereby
%{ & members ‘of the. bedy are
Htedinto one: compofition. for -
Wvelyales , for. thebody dieth
when the vitall pares of man
fax_l_e.- Thisis therefore death;
gﬂ:(fo‘l-unlqn-hof the. body, and
an -ntter. decay of the:-ibodily
fenfes, aboue “which to take
thoughe for, is to np -purpofe.,
ug.-

i

Hermes Trifmegiflus.” 573 -

| but there is an other thing new: .
ceflary, which either igno= .

rance , ot mans incredulity fet=:
eth leight by. R
. QAfelep. What is that; O
Wrifmegi®us, thac they are
either lgnorant of, or believe
not to be? o
frifm. Hear therefore, O.
Q(cleptus, when there (hall be a
feparation of the foul from che
bedy, then the Judgement,
and examination of his delerts
fhall paffe overunto the great
God ; and he when he {hall fee
that it is juit and righteous fhall
{uffer ittoabide ina fic Manfion
butif he fhall feeic to,be fpot=
ted and defiled withfin and ini=
-quity he- will catt it down; and
deliver it to Stormes, Whirle<
‘Winds, fire, Lightening , and
Tempett; and it fhall be {natch-
ed up betwixt Heaven and
Earth, withworldly. te:mpc[’csd,
. - and
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- and with continuall torments;
be driven into divers places,
that in this re(pedt theeterniry
of them is prejudicious becavfe
by apimmorcall fenrence, the
Soulis condemned to everlafiz
182 judgment;- left therefore we

be infolded with thefe miferies 5

kfow that we muft fear tremble,
and beware; for the nnbelievers
are after cheir favits and p!ler-.*
fure infin compelled to believe
not by, words,. bue by exam-
lg)lllctsb, _txl:]n;,_-.b){ . threatgnings
‘the very [ufferine of pun
iﬂmgleynr. lY uffer;m?;of:'??gf
fslep: Are not theny, O ¥
megtftugahe fanles ofme’n%:g-
Hhedonly by mans Law,..
Lritm.: Fotlooth, O Hrie
Plug, firt all earthly things
which are mortall , then thofe
things:alfowhich live by cerporal

rgafon~and which {warve from
)

living after that Law of reafon,
: . all

Hermes Trifmegifim. 89
all thefe according te their
deferts and faules are Hable to
panithment, but after deach

‘fo muchthe {orer punithment

as their faules have been conceas
led 8 unpunifbed in thislife, for
God foreknowing all things
renders a like punifhment to
evey one according to the
meafure and quality ‘ of the
faule, o
Gfelep. Who ' ate worthy of
the greate(t punithment;, O Hictlh
megifus. -~ . 1. !
‘&ritm, Thofe who being
tondemned by the Laws of
men come to 2 violent death
which feem not to yeeld unt
the debr of nature s But to {uffer
punifhment for their defertsz
Contrarywife , God is_a fheild
and ‘defence unto a righteous
man, who leveth pietyand re-
ligion ; for he defendeth fuch

from all mannes “of dangers and
“evils,
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moreall , and congeiveth Lope
of futuvte mmortality,,. Thig
therefore (ha] be the difference

€very one

vime worthip and rever
Vil ence of
God, fh

hach throughly feen the truth
of reafon ,

pfvhop_e_, and excellerh fo far orher

e oo

90 The fecond Book of
evils, fo_r the Father and Lord
of all things, who alone is all,
thowes himfelf wil,ling!y toall,
not where he is in place, nor
whatin quality, ner hoy great
0 quantity , bue_illuminatipe
man with the alone underftand.
of the mind, who when the
darkneffe of mindis removed .
and the brightnefle of trath per.
cerved, participaces himfe]fP by
thefull fenfe of divine know-

dge, by whofe love he is freed |

rom that paturall parg which 1s

€twixt good and evil men, for
by piety religion di-

ineth and becomer;
rightas che eye-fisht; whep he

and the confidence

men.

Herimes Trifmegiftus, 9t
meti, as the Sun excelleth other
Starrs in his Light : for the

Sun it felf not fomuchin greats-

nefle of diety, as in divinity
and f{anity illuminateth . the

- other Starrs. For I fuppofe this,

O Afcleptus, co bethe Second
God governing all other things,
& illoftraring all worldly things
whetner they be creatures with

life orwithoue jife,for if the crea~
ture the worldhath,is & fhall al-

waies be Living, nothing in the
world is mortal. For thereisno
place of mortality, for every live
ing part which is inthe world,

asinone and the fame continu-

all living creature , wherefore
it ought to be full of life and
erernity, if ic muft always live.
The Sun therefore as the world
1seternall, andfoisthe gover-
nour of life and livelineffe, and
the continual difpenfer of them,

Heis therefore theGod of the

i -living
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living and of thofe thingswhich
have life in the world ;- cthef
continuall goverhonr, andeter-f in proportions , and appointed,
nall difpenfator of -lifeic felf,i ,nd prefixed times, all chings
for he hath once difpenfedby anf re known znd ordered by the
eternall Law ; and. gtveth lifefl ‘effe@s of the Sun, and by the
toevery Living ching, > Ho'this{ courfe, and ‘influence of the
manner which I will fpeake of 3§ grarrs, all remporall chings are
forin thac quicknefle of eter+| epablifhedby reafon and divine
nity, the world ismaved, and | ‘[aw, the Earthly feafons are
in chat living- eternity., 15 the | known by the quality of the
place of the world ; for which | Ajre, aseitherinthe variery of
hereafter it fhall neither fland | ‘hear, or cold, the Heavenly
nor bedeftroyed, the worldbe- | (zafons by the return of the
ing intrenched;, andas i1t were | grarrs to the fame places, and
wrappedin withthe eternity of | by the temporall change of
life. It is therefore the dif~ | tides, and the worldis the re=
penfer or giver of life to all | cepracle of time, by whofe
‘things which areinit, and the | (ourfe andmotion itis” refrefhi=
place. of all things which are | ed; buc time iskept by order.
governed under the Sun, the | Orderand timemakean inno-
. commotion of which world | yarion of all things whichare ity
il “confffeth of a twofold effe®. | (he world by courle,
fif Foricfelfis oncwardly enliven- | -
edfrom eternity, and it quick-
- €Ds

. Hermes Trifmegiftus, ‘93
ens and inlivens thefe -things
which are within it, differing

The
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This Tenth Chapter , (peaketh

of death and the. examination of
the Soul , whentke body (ball die,
thar they (ball be most punifled

afier death , whofe life Juftly s

taken away by mens Laywes, for the
greatneffe ojj their offences , that
God 15 a defence to the righteons
of the divinity of vhe Sun, and the

world, for be pnts the world to be
the first fenfible Gody the Sunrte
bethe Second , that the world (ball
‘never take veft, nor be deftroped,
- But we give not the iaCommmnica-
ble name of God, neither 1o the
Sitny norto the world, and be-

Lieve that the werld fhall one day be}

diffolved,  Thefe things therefore
being  underfbood ( as the bare
words of ‘Hermes fhew, ) they fet
ost the ervor of the Gentiles, yet

we

| thefe

Hermes T; rz'fmegzﬂas.“ 98

we do gran by participation o'
a dwzmt_], #5 to excellent'
works of God, This the temh part,

.CHAPD, XI.

V Herefore all things be-

‘ Ing (0, neither of
things created, H eavenly chings
or Earthly, is any thing flable
fixed or immoveable, for on'
God, and worthily he alone is
in himfelf from himfelf;.and on
all fides wholly 41} and perfedt,

- and chis is his firme ftabiliey

which cannor be removed by the
enforcement, or occafion of
any other feeingin him are alf
things, and inall things he is
oaly, unlefle any man will dare
te fay that his motion confifteth’
In'eternity, buemuch rather his e
ternity is nnmoveable, into\hich

E the
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the motion of all times return-.
eth, andfrom *whichthe mo-
tion ofall cimes takes it begin-

ning. God hath therefere been

alwayes ftable, and his ererni-.
ty alwaiesalike (table wich him,
containing the worldnot crea-
ted within himfelf, which we
rightly call fenfible. The
Image ofthis God is the world,
which is made an imitator or
refemblance of eternity: for
time hath cthe force , and nature
of flability inthe very neceffity
of return again into it feif:
wherefore albeic eterrity be
fiable immoveable and fixed,
_yet becanfe by the mobility of
time, morion isalwayes called
back into -eternity, and thac
mobilicyis turned byreafon of
time, it cemes o paffe that
eternity 1t felfis certainely 1m-

moveable, and mayfeem only.

by time to be moved in whichiit
felf

-~

ftability of eternity is movedy
and-the fabilicy. gf tunetveﬁ‘et
comes (table by the rule of mow
tion, and foit is credible chag
God is moved into him(elf rby
the fame immoveableneffe, for
there is an in immoveable meti-
on in the greatnefle of his very

fiability, for the condition of -

his greatnefle is immoveable,
This " therefore which is fo,
andnot obviousto our fenfes,
Is infinite, incomprehenfible

-and ineftimable, which can nej«

ther be {uftained, reported of ,
nor found ouc ; whereupon it
1s uncertain wherein, where,
how, andin what fathion it is::
forheis reported ro be in ehe
greateft (tability, andinhim is
bhis ftability, whether he be:
God or Erernity,
the one bein the other, or both:
- E2 s

Hermes Trifi ézegz'ﬂfw. oF
felf is, for ins thar cime isalt chie
motion; fo ic. happens.chat the -

whether

L.
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1n gither; for which caufe eter-
nity is without . definition of
time: buc- time which may

bedefinzd, returningeicher by -
order cour'eor circuit of another
iseternal, wherefore both feem: |

to b: infinice,both eternall, for:
flability confidering that ‘it is
fixed, for that by the Benefit of
firengeh -ic can  fuyRein ‘all
things that are moveable , it
worthily obtaineth Doniinions
for the  beginning ofall things
which are, is:God, and eternity;.
byt the world becaufe i is mo--

veable hath notthe’ principali- -

ty, for his mobility prevents his’

ftabilicy by che rule of continu-

all. motion, having an imniove-
able firength, . All fenfe chere-!
fore of the divinity being alike
and immoveable, moveth ic-
felf by his ftabilicy, and is incor=

supr,and eternal; orwhatfoever
may imore fitly bé called; erers”
a e : K 'ﬂlty )

1 A

- 2aead
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Hermes Trifinegiftus. 99

nity confifling inthe very: truth

- ofthe highGod, full of"all (s

fible things, and full knowledge
abidingas I {aid wich God, bug
worldly fenfe isthe receptacie
otall fenfible things; borh:for
Spectes and difclipine,. but hys
mane fenfe by the (rength of
memory, forthatit remembers
all things that ic hath done : for
divine reafon and fesfe come
down continually ' to.. man},
and God wonld not thar: excelr
lent, and divine fenfe thonld be

' _confgund_ed with all Crearupes,
left it fhould blufh in- being

mixc with brutes, For rhe. yn-
derffanding of humane fenfe,  of
what fort, and how great it is,
1s wholly in the memory of
things paft : for by that firength
of memory it is made govern-
ourof the earth; buc the un-
derflanding of Nature, and of
the quality and fenfe of the

E 3 © world,

Bt TR
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svorld, maybe perceived byall

{fenfible things in thg world ;.

‘eternity; which is the fecond
3s known to be a fenfe and qua-
lity given of the fenfible world,
but the underftanding of the
quality, and quality of the fenfe
~ofthe high'God, 1sthe alone
-trath, the fhaddow of which
truchin che world is not cer-

tainly known in the laft line,

far where is any thing known by
the dimenfien of time, where
there feem to be leafings gene-
rations and errors? You fee
therefore , O Alclepius, in
what things we are agreed up-
-on, which we handle or which
‘we dare to touch: but I give
unto thee thankes, O great God,
which haft illuminated me with
the light of fecing thy divinigy :

andyou O fatus, Altlepfus,

And Fomon , cosceale {ecret--

ly within your breafi§ aiid xeSp
clofe

Hermes Trifmegifm, - 1012
clofe thefe divine Myfleries.
But in this differeth under-
ftanding from fenife, for chac our
underfianding commeth by the
intention, and diligence of
the mind to underitand and
know the quality of the fenfe
of the world, but che under-
ftanding of the world reacheth
to eternity, and to know ‘Ged
who is above it felf, andfo ic
happens unto us men, that as
in a mift. we fee thofe chings
which ate in Heavgn , a5 much
#s it is poffible through the
condition of humane fenfe.
And this intention orreach in
perceiving fo great good things
1s very narrow and weak, buc is -
moftlarge when it fhallfee ic
by knowledge , and the tefii-
mony of a good confcience,

E 4
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.. The :
COMMENTARY.

. The eleventh Chapter difcloferh
that onely God is immovable ind

- Bable, and all other things mn-
#able 5 God is infiniteyncomprehen-
Sfible, and is wnknown wha he is :
the }Jo[] > IHCOTTUpEL 5 and eternall
fenfe of God, treateth of the fenfe
sf the worlds of the [enfe of man, of
the difference of the snderfFanding
fromthe fenfe, Thisis the. Swm
of the cleventh Pare, .

CHAP, XIIL &

_B.u.c of Vacuity, which alfo
' XD with many feens to be a
great matter, I chus chink,chat
a Vacuity neicher is, can, or
{hall be any thipg ; for all things
o " "~ of

~ "Hermes Trifmegiftus. . 1'5';35 |
ofthe world are moft fall parts, .

- asthe world it felf is full of bo~ :

dies different in quality and -

form , having both their form .

and grearnefle, of which oneis
greater than another, and one -
lefle than another, differentin

. firength and weaknefle :  for

fome of thefeeafily feem tobe -

the Aronger, as the greater :bug

she lefler and fmaller can fcarcer -
ly, -ornoerac all be feen, which -
things. to be,we know onely by -
feeling, whereby ic happgngth,
that many beleeve thatthefease -
notbodies;or fubftances,bysem~ -
pry places, which is impoffibless .
for 1 any thing be named qug of -
the world, iftherebeany thing -
(which I hardly beleeve)chgrsin :
fo full of intelligible thinge,shag
15, things like to the Divipigy, 25 :
this place which 1s called the :
fenfible world, isfull of bodies :
and creatures, agreeing hothin.
E s natuce
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parure and -quality to it, all
‘whofe reprefentations we fee
not ; bur fome exceedingly
‘great 5 fome exceeding littie,

“dand fhore, which either through |

the ‘length -of diftance, or that
we are dull of eye-fight,they ap-
‘pear to befach uhto us, ortobe
‘fhort , tor:their exceeding fmal-
‘neffe theyare fuppofed of fome
wot'to be, - 1 fpeaknow of An-
‘gels, which, I{uppofe, fojourn
wich us, and Spirits above us,
which are berwixt the purett
pire-of the air, and the careh,
whieté thére isneiehrer ‘place tor
Cléuds, norcommotion by the
étion of any Méteor, Comet,
ot'Signe, Inthis refped, O M-
FekBpius; thou canft fay nothin
Tolbeftbje& vo Vacdity; unlefle
thoit Vaunte(t there may be a
Vicuity of what chow atlarmeft
to be empty, asa Vacuity from
the fire, from the warer; and
BRI from

»
R it P U | g 2

Heymes Trifmegifim, tos
from the like, which although it
Tppens to feem fo ( For thae

~ may be void of fuch things,

which are great, orlittle, which
makes it feem empty) yet there
cannot be a Vacuity of Spirit,
and Air. Thelike aifo we may
fpeak of aplace, for the word
encly wants underftanding ; for
a place appearcth what it 15,
from that of which itis: for
when the principall nameista= -
ken away, the fignification, or
interprecation 1s imperfedt.
Wherefore the place of water,
the place of fire, or fuch like, we
truly fay ; for as itis impoffible
for any thing to be void, orem-
pty, fothe placealone what icis
cannot be known, For if you
put the place withour that of
which icis, it fhall feem tobe
an empty place,which Tbelecve
the world hath not : For ¥
there be nd Vacnity, neither a
: place
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Place appeareth -whac it is by,
it felf ; unleffe you fhall adde.

uncoit, either logitudes, lati- -

tudes, or altitudes, as fignes to
:h?bodics, of men, Thefe thingg
being: {0, Afclepfus, and yon
that are prefentknow, that the
intelligible World that is God,
who is known only by the fight
of the foul, is incorpereal ; nei-
ther can any thing corporall be
muxed wich his Nature, rhat is,
which may be known by qua-
lity. quantity , and aumbers,
tor no fuch thing abideth in
him ; - therefore” this world,
which is called fenfible, is the
receptacle of all fenfible ©pes
tkeg, qualicies , or bodies ; all

which without God, cannor re-

ceive Vegetation., and be re=
frefbed; torall thin/gs are-God,

and from himand hiswill are

- all chinge : that which is wholly
goed, comely and wife, fenfible
. : and .

/
<

o

-
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andincelligible, belongs to him
alone, and without. this there
neither is, hath, or fhall be any
thing ; for.all.chings are from
him, in him; and by bim; borh
qualities of many. fhapes,:and
great quantisiesy and greatnefle:
exceeding meafure,and varietias
of @pesfes and Forms, -which if

you {hall underftand, O Afcles :

ptus, you will give God thanks,
and if you {hal wel obfervethe
whole, youfhal by true reafos
perfectly learn, that the world

1t felfis fenfible, and all things -
that are init, tobe covered {s

with-a garment) from that ups

r world+:for every kinde of
creature, O Afcleptus, - of whac
kind foever,-as well morralima
mortal, or rational, whetherie
be a living creature, or be nory
each of them setain the image
and form of their kinde, and al-

" beit every kind of creaturepols.
' feflech >
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feflech the full form of his kind,;
~ yetin the {ame form of (hews,
they are all unlike one to ano-
ther, asthe ®enus of men, al-
though it be uniform, that a
man may nacurally be known,
yetaltof them arein the fame
form unliketo chemfelves ; for
the ®pectes, which isdivipe, is
ingorporeal, and whawoever
elfe 1s comprehended in the
foul,or mind : {eeing therefore
thele two, of which:the Form
confiftethsare corporeal.and m-
corporeal, it is impoffible vhat
every Form fhould be created,
or born like dne o another, the
momenes of ‘hours and climates
differing, and being difiant, "bue
are changed fo ofren, asan hour
hath minutes, in which is thae
God of all fhapes we have fpo-
ken of ; therforeithe ®pesies,or
Forn, rémaineth, begerring fo
often from it felf, fo many, and
. fo

’ Lritm, Do yon

|
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fo different {napes, as the courfe
of the world hath mements,
which werld iscarned by con-
verfon and changes, but the
Bpecies is neither turned, nor
changed.” So the Forms-of each
kind are permanent and fable,
but unlike to themfelves itnthe
fame Form, X ’
- Sifclep, And theworld chans
geth his Speeies, or Form, QO
frilmegitug, - - 2
pércerve
therefore, O Afclepius, chac all
things are fpoken untothee; as
to one in a‘fleep; orina’dream?
For what i5 the worldy or of
what -confifieth ir; “bir of all
things created ? -

- Afclep, Therefore youmean to
fpeak of the Heaven, and of the
Earth & of the Elements, &rif-
niegi®us » For other things are
more frequently changed into

Forms, the Heaven moyflening,
0%




B S PV e

e A

Ito Thefecond Book of

or drying up,. cooling o heat-
ing, bright eor lowring, Inone
Eorm of theHeaven,thefe things
are, which Forms are altered by
the Form,.alfo the Earthhath

#lwayes mariy alterations,of her
Form; as, when.it bringeth forel

fruits; and. when it nouritheth
her frujcs, a

fundry and divers qualities, and

quancities of all fruits, and plar

ces, andrires, for che qualities

leots, relithes, and forms of all ;

trees, flowers, and berries, - The
fire.alio hath ‘many and diving
alteracions;; . for. the. Formg of

the Sun and the Moon, they.are
ofall fhapes; for they are (asic .

were ), our looking-glafles for -

reprelentation, . Byt of thefe |

things enough, . .

r

e

d when it giveth

1

» e
Mermes Trifmegiftus. x1v
. The. ...

' This twelfih Chapier declarethy
“that there is no Vacuity, or Empti-
nefle in things ; that Angels_are
conver[ant, and émll with ,#??*b‘a" ‘
in regard of their too winch fub
t,;[!:y,fi are not perceived of ws 'y that

Asr s the alone name of aplace to
be woid, that it belongs to [omes,
whit, which being nof sindérffood,
it cannot be concerved what a place,
15, and that is aam_mol:z, to d’ﬁrﬁ[?
tives. He affirmeth an intelli-
l’:'éle world, with which -,-f}’ﬁ fenfin
le tWarldy and all things inst, are,

- weiled as with 4 arment_ [eeing
. who 15 contained i the mtelhfnt‘élc‘
world, that the Forms of all kinds
what[oever, that are of one (ha!pc,
 arewnlikg, and. that according, to
the circles, moments, 4»;3_\;;;@;{@

. fe . B <-< B ’ ' of‘

L3

-

Spivits poffeffe the purer part of the
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of hour s, of which he maketh Pane
tomoiphes Lord, whom before he
affirmed to be God ‘of the Horo-
jg;pa : bt we ackpawledge no [uch
Gred : bwr leave it to the folly and
igmarance of rhe Gentiles: af any
s yet be [o apparantly blind, mad,
and fiuptfed ; bur ve, according
tothe (aying of St Panl, bive bur
one Gody the Father, in whowm are
allthingsy and we in him , and one
Lord JefusChrigt, & whom are
4l things.and we'by b} 2. The Spe~s
cies and Fyrms, k:?t“i)‘,"‘tﬁéf"lﬂfe'a'é
fwhich there ie fs much difpuse
with Plato and the Plaronicks,
the immurable and unchangeable
Forms ke placeth in Pantomor-
phos, havs: - thi's name,as tho ?:
¢ confited of all Va Sy and o)
every {d}:a > g‘am zjz;agb feverall .
howrs and. moments, every partitu-
tar Form is diverfly [haped ; bur
that the'reft are mutable, as the
&orid; the Hegven,and the E a'r;ﬁ,‘
o : e

bur there are who accomnt Mer-

ot n, - e o
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curius bis Panmmbrpbo;', and
Plato hss 1dea ro be meer forged

things and fitions, This is'the
' f#’m‘gne of the twelfth C baptgr.

RV

GHAP, X11L

sreturn agiin to, man,

. .,ft:d‘zo reafon; t;»ly gh@g&;{;&-
‘vinegift, man is ¢alied a reaion-
':L{)rl‘: gr;ture , for thofe -th;r_ags
arelefle te be wonderedat, (al-
beic -they deferve adrniration )
which are onty fpaken of .m:a?é
~But of all ‘wonders this is t}
oreateft wonder , that m;gx.
could find our and ,ﬁ,’(PPlY the
-divine nature : becanfe there-
fore,our forefathers erged' muc}!}g
being incredulous ' about ct}s .‘
reafon and narure of the Goan é
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and not looking inro divine
:worfhip, and religion, they

found ont, anart whereby they

Jnight make. them- gods ; ¢o

which invention they joyned
the work of nature, and becaufe
they could not make foq Is, they
.called out the {ouls of Devils or
Spirits, and put them into their
Idols ,"and divine Myiteries, by
which alone the Idols had pow-
€r to do eicher good, or hure,
Forthy Grandiather,0' Afclep.
U8, was chie. firft Abvehter of
Phyfick,. to whom a "Temple is
< onfecrated in 3 mountain - of
Libya, or Africa, near unto the
{hoare of Crocodiles, in which
Adieth-his body ; the reft of himy,
or rather the whole of him be-
Ang hi better and Spirituall

part, is gone back again to Hea- |

ven , affoording all manner of
.belp and cyre to-difealed and
fickperfons, now by vertue H?f

his diety,.as he was wont to ive’,
before b; arcor ski,l.l"c_‘;f Phyﬁ;;lﬁ,é
and Permes’ which' was the.
name of my Aunceftors, doth

not he pow in his Councry ‘re= ¢

teining taat firname , cure all’

perions that come from all pares™ °

to him? Alfo Ifis the Wife of .
Ofiris being well pleafed how ;
inuch good {he hath done’; and’
difpleafed, how muchevil dowe .
know > foritis an eafy matter,
for earthly gods to be difpleafed,
feeing that they are made of the -:
fame narure chat man is, where- -
rpon it happened that thefe ho-
ly creatures were called 1pon , .
and their (oules wornlhipped
throughout every City,’ by the
Agyptians who living ronfecra-

ted them fo that they continued
in their Lawes, and were called |
by their names : for thlscau{c,

O Qfcleping,’ thofe which feem ’

to {ome worthy tobe worfhip~"
folome ! e

Hermes Trifmegiftus, 115
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ed and hopoured to others feem,
otherwile, therefore Agyptian,
Clies ar¢ wont o fall out, and
warr on¢ with gnether,
- Atclep, And what is che.
quality or fubllance O rilrig.
gt@us of chele carthly Gods ».
Eeiom. Ic conkech, QO Alcles.

pius, of herbs, of Stones, of Spi--

ces which have inthem a natu-
rall power of diviniry, and. for
this caufe they are delighted.
with ofcenfacrizccs, Hymns,
praifes, and moft {weet mufick'
refembling an Heavenly har-
mony, that that whichis Hea-
venly may by a Heavenly and.
frequent ufe be. allured into
the Idol , and there ftay a.long
tine; as glad and defironsof
huhane {octery : {o man is the
feigner of the gods, and you:
~ fhould net fuppofe the effe@s of -
thele eatthly gods ta be cafinl,,
O Hlclepiug the Heavenly Gods .

inhabice
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inhabice the highe®t' heavenly = . e

places fulfilling and - prefesving

that order whichhe hath, recei~ .
ved. Bucthefeour Gods, e~ -

garding  pecaliatly  certain
things, and foretelling fome

things by lot and conjeéure.

. foreleeing many things and afs

ter a manner helpingthem, be-

come as it were by a friendly al-

liance aiders unto mens: afe
- fairs.

o The ~

| COMMENTARY.

This Thirteenth Chapter iz fulk

of impiety Liks wnto the #inth 5.
wherein Mercurius. will have «,
manto be most divine, and mpﬂ':
to be admired ; he i certainly
moSt impions 5 and profane;to wit

that be (vall be the inventer of
Idolarry, that bhe _{hoﬂlj tbmﬂ'. 1
devililh Spirits calleR wp inte

ulfy Spm 'P.Idol:,

EETWE v

Y 74'4‘5.,'-“ .



- Tdals'y and adde Rites, ‘and fa-
erifices - eonierning - Efculaping
Me’f%'iiri:xls,}ﬁs,ﬂhris', which were
wor(bippsdof the o £ oyptinns; und
of tg; ﬁﬁplqnt;'and cgﬁm whioh
in Bgpyrwere effeemed holy , and
bad % reverence: of herbs, and
Stones; mufick and: bymns ; -with
which they did appeafe && reconcile
thofe Spirits which were put into
their  Idols and - Images , which
JElL - fome Pyhonists are ac-
cuftomed to do at this day (O
nanghty age) who thirk_ tha they
have Spirits clofed up either in
rings or boxes: a moSt im 10145
fore of meny- hatefull to God and
man ; -avery profeft enemie : and
agmnfbthis profane ervor of impi-
~eryy St Augiiftine well inveigheth
17 his book of the C ity of God, This
for the 13, Chapter, '

CHAPD,
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mith

- ces?

CHAP. XIV.
Abtlep. What part therefore

ofthe world do the fates a-
bide in ;O Lrifmegifus » Ifche

. Heavenly Gods beare univerfal

rule, dothe earcthly Gods which
we call Fortune and ~ Fate
inhabite in particular pla-

Lrtlm. O Qlcleptus, that
is the neceflity ot all things that
are governed, that they are al-
wayes joyned and lincked to-
gether ¢ this is thereforé. the
efficient caufe of things, or
the moft high God, or next
anto  God, which fecond
effe®is God, or thedifcipline
of all earthly and Heavenly
things, . ftablithed by - divine
F

lawes,

£
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lawes. The‘e therefore,Fortune

and Neceffity, are both tyed to-

gether by an individuall knor,
The former of which, Fortune
or Farte,begets tlie beginning of
all'things, but Neceflicy entor-

ceth them to their effes, which

depends from tho'e. beginnings.
Qrder, followerh:thele, ihich
13.the coptinuance,and difpofici-
orrof rime in ;bringing things
. to pafle’,+for nothing is wich-
.- ougrhe agreement:of Otder. In
all thefe chis world is perfic, for
the ‘world it félf is caried by

Order, or confifteth. who'ly of

Order : wherefore thele 3, Fate,
Neceffity,and Order,are brought
to pafle, elpecially by thewill
af God, - who governeth the

world-by his own Law and di-

vine reafon, By thefe there-
tore bothwill and nillare by a
divine hand fully croffed; for
theyare neither moved by an-
. ’ B gery’

S

Hermes Trifmegiffms, 121
ger, nor bowed by favour ; but
ferve the neceflity of eternall
reafon, which Eternityts un-
changeable , immoveable s and
infoluble, Fate -therefore 1s
the firk; which, the feed being
asic were caft in, receives the
encreafe of all future things,Ne-
ceffiy follows, by which alb
things are enforced violentlyto. -
their effe&ts. The Third is
@rder, which preferveth che -
frame of thofe things which
Fate and Neceffity hath difpofed
of. This isthercfore eternicy,
which neither hath beginning
nor ending , which by a fixed
immutable law of concinuall
motion is preferved. It nieth
and falls oftentimes by courfe,

" {o that when the times vary, 1¢

rifech again in thofe fame parts
inwhich it fell , forfois rc;(on_
avoluble rotundityrhatall are
fo firmely joyved that you can-

F2 not
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not know what is the begin-
ning of volubility, when all
things feem to go before , and
~follow themfelves, for chance

and fortune are mixed in all
worldly things,

. The v
COMMENTARY.

The fourteenth Chapter [peak-
eth of the Deftinies, which he cals
Jeth Fate, Neceflity, a7d Order ;
otkers y Ciotho, Lachefis, awd
Atropos, _Abont which the Eth-
nicks were not wont leffeto trifle,
than about other gods, which tkey.
feigned umo themfelves , coyming
new and wonder-working. Deities ;
bur Mercurius treats of thefe more
vriefly and (paringly, and (as it
were) donbrfully, like as thefe three
honld be the determination , and
predeftination of the Divine Will,
which NecefJity of things, as they

€5

!

P‘refe'r‘ ves,y
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be, follows 5 which. laft!] Order
cven as it is ffablifked
by Diwvine and Eternall Law : So
that the firt Fate is Divine Pr,f-
defbination y the fecond Cmy;‘
quence of things; and the thirdy
Pre_ferm!ion. And thefethreey or
the Divine Law, or thofe things.
that follow the conr(e of Divine
Law, eontein the ovder bot.h of fi- -
nite canfes, and thafe which are .
according 1o nat#ie, but yer Face.
admitteib in cafuall things inde-
wite , and 1ndeerminare canfes
beyorrd  natnre bur of thefe let
others judge.And this Jorthss pre- |

ﬁﬂr f'ﬂrf.

e e 2 e e s 80
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CHAP.. XV

. y& TE have fpoken of all:

v things as we could,
and as the divioity wou.d fuffer.. -
| - F 3 and.:
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and permit :- It onely remainesi. | - this is like unto theft when you:
that we prai’e God and pray | piay unto Godro burn frankin="

untohim,. and{o recurn to the’ {ence,and the like:for nod}ing 15
him, vho himielt:

care-of the body, For treating wanting unco

fufficiently of divine matters, | is all things, forin him are all
wehaveratified our mindsas it chengs 5 buc let us give thanks ,
werewich the foed of the foul,. and adore him, for thefe are

che cheif facrifices of God,when
thankes are given of mortall
men. Weeive thee thankes, O
great and glorious God, for by ~
race only we have attained.

But as-they paffed out of the.
cloyitery when they began to-
pray to Gods they laoked back -
towards the South; for when the

R i . K )
. Pcasane

Suts ferrech, if any man will thy g :
praytoGod, heovght to look. to-the Light of thy knowtedge..
that way; as alfo whenthe Sun |~ ThouName, holy and worthy.

tobe honoured , one name by
which God asa Father -1s de-
voutly to be prailed, becaufe

1i'eehsto look Eaft : Now as they- {
were, faying ‘their  prayers -
HAlciepius faid, with a low .
voice.Ofatfus let us pur theFa- thoun vouchfateft togive unto-all

ther in mind that he command facherly piety religion and love,

“ ' ’ ~ . .
thac we - fhould dedizace onr or whatioever thing elfe 1 of
moft efficacy, when thou do

= prayersunto God, withanad-  when Tho% |
’ dition of frankincenle, and in- reward ns with fenle, reaion, g
' g3 with fenfe. - B

cenfe, Lr {lmegffug hearing of and underftandin
that we may know-thee; Wit

it, and being moved , {aith,. . ,
Gue{s bet(cr O ﬁf‘lepfug, for ! r&l‘bn7 that \%’C YﬂaY\OO‘K qu uf:; |
2 .. this - '
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tothee, and fearchinto thy di- | thy goodnefle we_‘o néey ﬁ:ﬁ%a
wine natnre;with underﬁandiog thee, th?’t[hou v'uthe lpove of
that knowing thee we may re- .‘g }c(ontulmg u}salatxjdtlhat; bythis
joyce in t 2d beine pre- thy knowledge, ‘
JOY hees and being pre kigd of l1fewe be never feparated

ferved by thy Majetiy, we may.
delight our felves in thee, that
thou waft pleafed to (hew thy.

from thee: defiring this we _bﬁ-
take us to apure Supper with=

felfwholly untous: Je us give out flefb.
;hankes that thou haft vouch-. | T

fed i 1 NTAR
aled to conlecrate us, who .\ COMMENTARY.

. la)re ‘placed in thele earthly ra-
ernacles to be heirs of ererni- . Ligi-
ty.. Forthisis only mans cone This I;lf ;:ef;;lz %@ﬁfﬁ;@e”ﬁ
gratulation and knowledge of oufl )-’71 e’:fe:hanl@: Wwhen thanks
thy Majelly, We have known. éizﬂf szd adoration is ended

thee,thongreat Liohe, by reaion. S “leoi non
we. Eia\'e.k:;mwn thee tc’ay be the Mercuriii® A}id%’;ﬁsmizn;hiv"
moft wite and f‘qnﬁble God, O. “defg: l;f/’ ;lfwe or cloiffers ac-
true. way of Life, O fruictull ]fo:di'ng ‘o tic nligioiu Rites of the

we have known thee.in.the fy1] : nfifting of flefb:

- o o pwre banket not co g0 I
v o o | St e e §
thy eternity, forinallthis onr 4 Gob, FINIS. .
prayer adoring cthe bounty of
| thy.

encreale of all narurall things ;. T Egyprians; berake them(elves to
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