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1. The beginning of this Divine Science is the fefathe Lord and its end is charity and
love toward our Neighbour; the all-satisfying Gaiderop is properly devoted to the
rearing and endowing of temples and hospices; fatsoever the Almighty freely
bestoweth on us, we should properly offer agaimitm. So also Countries grievously
oppressed may be set free; prisoners unduly heliveamay be released, and souls
almost starved may be relieved.

2. The light of this knowledge is the gift of Gadhich by His will He bestoweth upon
whom He pleaseth. Let none therefore set himseligstudy hereof, until having
cleared and purified his heart, he devote himshblly unto God, and be emptied of all
affection and desire unto the impure things of wnsld.

3. The Science of producing Nature's grand Seisratperfect knowledge of universal
Nature and of Art concerning the Realm of Metdig; Practice thereof is convers.
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with finding the principles of Metals by Analysend after they have been made much
more perfect to conjoin them otherwise than theyeHzeen before, that from thence may
result a catholic Medicine, most powerful to petfieeperfect Metals, and for restoring
sick and decayed bodies, of any sort soever.

4. Those that hold public Honours and Offices@always busied with private and
necessary occupations, let them not strive torattaio the acme of this Philosophy; for

it requireth the whole mans, and being found, ggesseth him, and he being possessed,
it debarreth him from all other long and seriougpiayments, for he will esteem other
things as strange, and of no value unto him.

5. Let him that is desirous of this Knowledge, cleis mind from all evil passions,
especially pride, which is an abomination to Heawem is as the gate of Hell; let him be
frequent in prayer and charitable; have little tovdth the world: abstain from company
keeping; enjoy constant tranquillity; that the Mimay be able to reason more freely in
private and be highly lifted up; for unless it badéed with a beam of Divine Light, it

will not be able to penetrate these hidden mystexiel ruth.

6. The Alchymists who have given their minds teithvell-nigh innumerable
Sublimations, Distillations, Solutions, Congelaspto manifold Extraction of Spirits and
Tinctures, and other Operations more subtle thafitable, and so have distracted
themselves by a variety of errors, as so many totong, will never be inclined again by
their own Genius to the plain way of Nature anditiigf Truth; from whence their
industrious subtilty hath twined them, and by twigs and turnings, as by the Lybian
Quicksands, hath drowned their entangled Witsotiilg hope of safety for them
remaineth in finding out a faithful Guide and Masteho may make the Sun clear and
conspicuous unto them and free themselves frommeas

7. A studious Tyro of a quick wit, constant mimtflamed with the study of Philosophy,
very skilful in natural Philosophy, of a pure headmplete in manners, mightily devoted
to God, though ignorant of practical Chymistry, méth confidence enter into the
highway of Nature and peruse the Books of the BeBbsophers; let him seek out an
ingenious and sedulous Companion for himself, adlaspair of obtaining his desire.

8. Let a Student of these secrets carefully bewhareading or keeping company with
false Philosophers; for nothing is more dangerowslearner of any Science, than the
company of an unskilled or deceitful man by whomoeeous principles are stamped as
true, whereby a simple and credulous mind is sesabwith false Doctrine.

9. Let a Lover of truth make use of few authors,df the best note and experience
truth; let him suspect things that are quickly ustiod, especially in Mystical Names
and Secret Operations; for truth lies hid in obggufor Philosophers never write more
deceitfully - than when plainly, nor ever more yrutthan when obscurely.

10. As for the Authors of chiefest note, who hdiseoursed both acutely and truly of

the secrets of Nature and hidden Philosophy, HeamddViorienus Romanus amongst
the Ancients are in my judgment of the highestessteamongst the Moderns, Count
Trevisan, and Raimundus Lullius are in greatestm@wvce with me; for what that most
acute Doctor hath omitted, none almost hath spdkém; student therefore peruse his
works, yea let him often read over his Former Trestat, and Codicil, and accept them as
a Legacy of very great worth. To these two volueésim add both his volumes of
Practice, out of which works all things desirablaynbe collected, especially the truth of
the First Matter, of the degrees of Fire, and thgiRen of the Whole, wherein the final
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Work is finished, and those things which our Anoesto carefully laboured to keep
secret. The occult causes of things, and the sew&bns of nature are demonstrated
nowhere more clearly and faithfully. Concerning tin&t and mystical Water of the

Philosophers he hath set down few things, yet pahyly.

11. As for that Clear Water sought for by manynd by so few, yet obvious and
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profitable unto all, which is the Basis of the Bephers' Work, a noble Pole, not more

famous for his learning than subtilty of wit, wheoote anonymously, but whose name

notwithstanding a double Anagram hath betrayedy imahis Novum Lumen Chymicum,
Parabola and Aenigma, as also in his Tract on Suj@poken largely and freely enough;

yea he hath expressed all things concerning itaalp, that nothing can be more

satisfactory to him that desireth knowledge.

12. Philosophers do usually express themselves pithily in types and enigmatical

figures (as by a mute kind of speech) than by wads for example, Senior's Table, the

Allegorical Pictures of Rosarius, the Pictures df#ham Judaeus in Flamel, and the
drawings of Flamel himself; of the later sort, thee Emblems of the most learned

Michael Maierus wherein the mysteries of the Antseare so fully opened, and as new
Perspectives they present antiquated truth, andgythdesigned remote from our age yet

are near unto our eyes, and are perfectly to beeped by us.

13. Whosoever affirmeth that the Philosophers\di@ecret is beyond the powers of

Nature and Art, he is blind because he ignoresdites of Sol and Luna.

14. As for the matter of their hidden Stone, Pojcthers have written diversely; so that
very many disagreeing in Words, do neverthelesg wetl agree in the Thing; nor doth
their different speech argue the science ambigootase, since the same thing may be

expressed with many tongues, by divers expressamsby a different character, and

also one and many things may be spoken of aftersivmanners.

15. Let the studious Reader have a care of thefotdsignifications of words, for by

deceitful windings, and doubtful, yea contrary spes (as it should seem), Philosophers

wrote their mysteries, with a desire of veiling dnding, yet not of sophisticating or
destroying the truth; and though their writings @t with ambiguous and equivocal

words; yet about none do they more contend thdunding their Golden Branch.

Which all the groves with shadows overcast,
And gloomy valleys hide.

Nor yieldeth it to any Force, but readily and widjly will follow him, who

Knows Dame Venus Birds
And him to whom of Doves a lucky pair
Sent from above shall hover 'bout his Ear.

16. Whosoever seeketh the Art of perfecting anttiphging imperfect Metals, beyond

the nature of Metals, goes in error, for from Methle Metals are to be derived; even as

from Man, Mankind; and from an Ox only, is that sjgs to be obtained.

17. Metals, we must confess, cannot be multighgthe instinct and labour of Nature

only; yet we may affirm that the multiplying virtie hid in their depths, and manifested
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itself by the help of Art: In this Work, Nature stieth in need of the aid of Art; and both
do make a perfect whole.

18. Perfect Bodies as Sol and Luna are enduedanptirfect seed; and therefore under
the hard crust of the perfect Metals the PerfeetiSies hid; and he that knows how to
take it out by the Philosophers' Solution, hatleesd upon the royal highway; for-

In Gold the seeds of Gold do lie,
Though buried in Obscurity.

19. Most Philosophers have affirmed that theirgiyriWork is wholly composed of Sol
and Luna; others have thought good to add MerauB8al; some have chosen Sulphur
and Mercury; others have attributed no small paso great a Work to Salt mingled with
the other two. The very same men have professedhilseClear Stone is made of one
thing only, sometimes of two, or of three, at ottieres of four, and of five; and yet
though writing so variously upon the same subgbely do nevertheless agree in sense
and meaning.

20. Now that (abandoning all blinds) we may wrigadidly and truly, we hold that this
entire Work is perfected by two Bodies only; to,May Sol and Luna rightly prepared,
for this is the mere generation which is by natwi¢h the help of Art, wherein the union
of male and female doth take place, and from thanceffspring far more noble than the
parents is brought forth.

21. Now those Bodies must be taken, which arenafrespotted and incorrupt virginity;
such as have life and spirit in them; not extirectrese that are handled by the vulgar;
for who can expect life from dead things; and thasecalled impure which have
suffered combination; those dead and extinct wflighthe enforcement of the chief
Tyrant of the world) have poured out their soulhntheir blood by Martyrdom; flee then
a fratricide from which the most imminent dangethia whole Work is threatened.

22. Now Sol is Masculine forasmuch as he sendmth fctive and energizing seed,
Luna is Feminine or Negative and she is calledMhg&ix of Nature, because she
receiveth the sperm, and fostereth it by monthgwision, yet doth Luna not altogether
want in positive or active virtue.

23. By the name of Luna Philosophers understantheovulgar Moon, which also may
be positive in its operation, and in combining acisositive part. Let none therefore
presume to try the unnatural combination of twoitpees, neither let him conceive any
hope of issue from such association; but he shialGabritius to Beia, and offer sister to
brother in firm union, that from thence he may reee&sol's noble Son.

24. They that hold Sulphur and Mercury to be thistMatter of the Stone, by the name
of Sulphur they understand Sol; by Mercury the ¢daphic Luna; so (without
dissimulation) good Lullius adviseth his friendatie attempt not to work without
Mercury and Luna for Silver; nor without Mercuryda8ol for Gold.

25. Let none therefore be deceived by addingrd thitwo: for Love admitteth not a
third; and wedlock is terminated in the numbenad;tlove further extended is not
matrimony.

26. Nevertheless Spiritual love polluteth not airgin; Beia might therefore without
fault (before her betrothal to Gabritius) have &giritual love, to the end that she might
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thereby be made more cheerful, more pure and fdateunion.

27. Procreation is the end of lawful Wedlock. Nitwat the progeny may be born more
vigorous and active, let both the combatants bensled from every ill and spot, before
they are united in marriage. Let nothing superfiioleave unto them, because from pure
seed comes a purified generation, and so the chastieck of Sol and Luna shall be
finished when they shall enter into combinatiord &e conjoined, and Luna shall receive
a soul from her husband by this union; from thigjaoction a most potent King shall
arise, whose rather will be Sol and his mother Luna

28. He that seeks for a physical tincture with®okt and Luna, loseth both his cost and
pains: for Sol afforded a most plentiful tinctuferedness, and Luna of whiteness, for
these two only are called perfect; because thefile@ with the substance of purest
Sulphur, perfectly clarified by the skill of natuteet thy Mercury therefore receive a
tincture from one or other of these luminaries;doything must of necessity possess a
tincture before it can tinge other bodies.

29. Perfect metals contain in themselves two thimgich they are able to communicate
to the imperfect metals. Tincture and Power oftfo® for pure metals, because they are
dyed and fixed with pure Sulphur to wit both whated red, do therefore perfectly
tincture and fix, if they be fitly prepared withetin proper Sulphur and Arsenic: otherwise
they have not strength for multiplying their tinctu

30. Mercury is alone among the imperfect met#tl$o freceive the tincture of Sol and
Luna in the work of the Philosophers’ Stone, andg#self full of tincture can tinge
other metals in abundance; yet ought it (befor® tiocbe full of invisible Sulphur, that it
may be the more coloured with the visible tinctof@erfect bodies, and so repay with
sufficient Usury.

31. Now the whole tribe of Philosophers do mudedasand work mightily to extract
Tincture out of gold: for they believe that Tinauwan be separated from Sol, and being
separated increases in virtue but:-

Vain hope, at last the hungry Plough-man cheats
With empty husks, instead of lusty meats.

For it is impossible that Sol's Tincture can abalsevered from his natural body, since
there can be no elementary body made up by natare perfect than gold, the
perfection whereof proceedeth from the strong asdparable union of pure colouring
Sulphur with Mercury; both of them being admiraphg-disposed thereunto by Nature;
whose true separation nature denieth unto Art.ifBarty liquor remaining be extracted
(by the violence of fire or waters) from the Surisito be reputed a part of the body
made liquid or dissolved by force. For the tincttogkoweth its body, and is never
separated from it. That is a delusion of this futhjch is unknown to many Artificers
themselves.

32. Nevertheless it may be granted, that Tinatuag be separable from its body, yet
(we must confess) it cannot be separated with@utthruption of the tincture: as when
Artists offer violence to the gold destroying bsefior use Aqua fortis, thus rather
corroding than dissolving. The body therefore $plaled of its Tincture and Golden
Fleece, must needs grow base and as an unprofitabfeturn to the damage of its
Artificer, and the Tincture thus corrupted can oméywe a weaker operation.

file://C:\My Downloads\The Secret work of the hetm@hilosophy- Alchemical Library.htr 2/3/200¢



Miskatonic University Library- Alchemical Libran Page6 of 23

33. Let Alchymists in the next place cast theimcIure into Mercury, or into any other
imperfect body, and as strongly conjoin both ofihees their Art will permit; yet shall
they fail of their hopes in two ways. First, beaatise Tincture will neither penetrate nor
colour beyond Nature's weight and strength; ancetbee no gain will accrue from
thence to recompense the expense and countergddgh of the body spoiled, and thus
of no value; so:-

Want is poor mortal's wages, when his toil Produmdy loss of pain and oil.

Lastly, that debased Tincture applied to anotheylwill not give that perfect fixation
and permanency required to endure a strong tndlyasist searching Saturn.

34. Let them therefore that are desirous of Alcheand have hitherto followed
impostors and mountebanks, found a retreat, spatene nor cost, and give their minds
to a work truly Philosophical, lest the Phrygiamsvise too late, and at length be
compelled to cry out with the prophet, "Strangeagehdevoured his strength."

35. In the Philosophers' work more time and tadint cost is expended: for he that hath
convenient matter need be at little expense; bssttese that hunt after great store of
money, and place their chief end in wealth, thagttmore to their riches than their own
art. Let, therefore, the too credulous tyro bevadngilfering pickpockets, for while they
promise golden mountains, they lay in wait for gateey demand bright gold (viz.,
money beforehand), because they walk in evil amkindss.

36. As those that sail between Scylla and Chasyad in danger from both sides: unto
no less hazard art they subject who pursuing tize pf the Golden fleece are carried
between the uncertain Rocks of the Sulphur and Mgraf the Philosophers. The more
acute students by their constant reading of gradeceedible Authors, and by the radiant
sunlight, have attained unto the knowledge of Quifiifut are at a stand at the entrance of
their search for the Philosophers' Mercury; for t&fs have twisted it with so many
windings and meanderings, involved it with so maguivocal names, that it may be
sooner met with by the force of the Seeker's iimmjtthan be found by reason or toil.

37. That Philosophers might the deeper hide Mencury in darkness, they have made
it manifold, and placed their Mercury (yet divesgeh every part and in the forefront of
their work, nor will he attain unto a perfect knedte thereof, who shall be ignorant of
any Part of the Work.

38. Philosophers have acknowledged their Merautyetthreefold; to wit, after the
absolute preparation of the First degree, the Btydbical sublimation, for then they call
it "Their Mercury," and "Mercury Sublimated.”

39. Again, in the Second preparation, that whiglbthors is styled the First (because
they omit the First) Sol being now made crude agama resolved into his first matter, is
called the Mercury of such like bodies, or the &wolphers' Mercury; then the matter is
called Rebis, Chaos, or the Whole World, wheregadkthings necessary to the Work,
because that only is sufficient to perfect the 8ton

40. Thirdly, the Philosophers do sometimes catfdet Elixir and Colouring Medicine -

Their Mercury, though improperly; for the name oéidury doth only properly agree
with that which is volatile; besides that whictsigolimated in every region of the work,
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they call Mercury: but Elixir - that which is mdsted cannot have the simple name of
Mercury ; and therefore they have styled it "Thercury" to differentiate it from that
which is volatile. A straight may is only laid dovior some to find out and discern so
many Mercuries of the Philosophers, for those enly:

- Whom just and mighty Jove
Advanceth by the strength of love;

Or such who brave heroic fire,

Makes from dull Earth to Heaven aspire.

41. The Elixir is called the Philosophers' Merctoythe likeness and great conformity

it hath with heavenly Mercury; for to this, beingwbid of elementary qualities, heaven is
believed to be most propitious; and that changeRldéeus puts on and increaseth the
genius and nature of other Planets, by reasonmdfon, conjunction, and aspect. In
like manner this uncertain Elixir worketh, for bgirestricted to no proper quality, it
embraceth the quality and disposition of the thartngerewith it is mixed, and wonderfully
multiplieth the virtues and qualities thereof.

42. In the Philosophical sublimation or first paegtion of Mercury, Herculean labour
must be undergone by the workman; for Jason hadimattempted his expedition to
Colchos without Alcides.

One from on high a Golden Fleece displays
Which shews the Entrance, another says
How hard a task you'll find.

For the entrance is warded by horned beasts vahtigch away those that approach rashly
thereunto, to their great hurt; only the ensignBiaina and the Doves of Venus are able
to assuage their fierceness, if the fates favoeiattempt.

43. The Natural quality of Philosophical Earth dine tillage thereof, seems to be
touched upon by the poet in this verse:-

Let sturdy oxen when the year begins
Plough up the fertile soaill,
For Zephyrus then destroys the sodden clods.

44. He that calleth the Philosophers' Luna orthtercury, the common Mercury, doth
wittingly deceive, or is deceived himself; so thetwwgs of Geber teach us, that the
Philosophers' Mercury is Argent vive, yet not af tommon sort, but extracted out of it
by the Philosophers' skill.

45. The Philosophers' Mercury is not Argent vivét$ proper nature, nor in its whole
substance, but is only the middle and pure substdrareof, which thence hath taken its
origin and has been made by it. This opinion ofgtend Philosophers is founded on
experience.

46. The Philosophers' Mercury hath divers nanmsgsimes it is called Earth;
sometimes Water, when viewed from a diverse aspecguse it naturally ariseth from
them both. The earth is subtle, white and sulphgjrouwhich the elements are fixed and
the philosophical gold is sown; the water is théewaf life, burning, permanent, most
clear, called the water of gold and silver; bus thiercury, because it hath in it Sulphur
of its own, which is multiplied by art, deservesi®called the Sulphur of Argent vive.
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Last of all, the most precious substance is Vetigsancient Hermaphrodite, glorious in
its double sex.

47. This Argent vive is partly natural, partly ataral; its intrinsic and occult part hath
its root in nature, and this cannot be drawn fartless it be by some precedent
cleansing, and industrious sublimation; its extammart is preternatural and accidental.
Separate, therefore, the clean from the uncleamsubstance from the accidents, and
make that which is hid, manifest, by the courseatfire; otherwise you make no further
progress, for this is the foundation of the whoterkvand of nature.

48. That dry and most precious liquor doth coustithe radical moisture of metals
wherefore by some of the ancients it is called &léw glass is extracted out of the
radical moisture closely inherent in ashes whidbratesistance, except to the hottest
flame notwithstanding our inmost or central Mercdigcovers itself by the most gentle
and kindly (though a little more tedious) fire cftare.

49. Some have sought for the latent Philosopleiaeth by Calcination, others by
Sublimation; many among glass, and some few betwiteol and salt, even as among
their natural vessels; others enjoin you to sublino@it of lime and glass. But we have
learned of the Prophet that "In the beginning Geaied the Heaven and the Earth, and
the Earth was without form and void, and darkneas wpon the face of the Deep, and
the spirit of God moved upon the Waters, and Gad] $&t there be Light, and there was
Light; and God saw the Light that it was good, aedlivided the light from the
darkness, etc." Joseph's blessing spoken of byatime Prophet will be sufficient to a
wise man. "Blessed of the Lord be his Land, forApples of Heaven, for the dew, and
for the Deep that liveth Beneath: for the Applesroit both of sun and moon, for the top
of the ancient mountains, for the Apples of therkagting hills, etc.,” pray the Lord from
the bottom of thy heart (my son) that he would dwstipon Thee a portion of this
blessed earth.

50. Argent vive is so defiled by original sin, tlitsfloweth with a double infection; the
first it hath contracted from the polluted Earthhigh hath mixed itself therewith in the
generation of Argent vive, and by congelation la#iaved thereunto; the second borders
upon the dropsy and is the corruption of intercMfalter, proceeding from thick and
impure water; mixed with the clear, which natureswat able to squeeze out and
separate by constriction; but because it is extrjrisflies off with a gentle heat. The
Mercury's leprosy infesting the body, is not ofriiset and substance, but accidental, and
therefore separable from it; the earthly part igedi off by a warm wet Bath and the
Laver of nature; the watery part is taken away blyyabath with that gentle fire suitable
to generation. And thus by a threefold washing @ednsing the Dragon putteth off his
old scales and ugly skin is renewed in beauty.

51. The Philosophical sublimation of Mercury ismqmeted by two processes; namely by
removing things superfluous from it, and by introchg things which are wanting. In
superfluities are the external accidents, whictihendark sphere of Saturn do make
cloudy glittering Jupiter. Separate therefore #aaken colour of Saturn which cometh up
out of the Water until Jupiter's purple Star sm®n thee. Add hereunto the Sulphur of
nature, whose grain and Ferment it hath in itselfinuch as sufficeth it; but see that it be
sufficient for other things also. Multiply thereéothat invisible Sulphur of the
Philosophers until the Virgin's s milk come foréimd so the First Gate is opened unto
thee.

52. The entrance of the Philosophers' gardengsiiethe Hesperian Dragon, which
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being put aside, a Fountain of the dearest wateregding from a sevenfold spring
floweth forth on every side of the entrance ofglaeden; wherein make the Dragon drink
thrice the magical number of Seven, until havingnéirhe put off his hideous garments;
then may the divine powers of light-bringing Veraimgl horned Diana, be propitious unto
thee.

53. Three kinds of most beautiful flowers are éosbught, and may he found in this
Garden of the wise: Damask-coloured Violets, thik-white Lily, and the purple and
immortal flower of love, the Amaranth. Not far fraimat fountain at the entrance, fresh
Violets do first salute thee, which being watergdgstsreams from the great golden river,
they put on the most delicate colour of the dangf®ae; then Sol will give thee a sign.
Thou shall not sever such precious flowers fronir tteots until thou make the Stone; for
the fresh ones cropped off have more juice andurecand then pick them carefully
with a gentle and discreet hand; if the Fates frowt) this will easily follow, and one
White flower being plucked, the other Golden on# mat be wanting; let the Lily and
the Amaranth succeed with still greater care andéo labour.

54. Philosophers have their sea also, whereinl istaés plump and shining with silver
scales are generated; which he that shall entaaugtetake by a fine and small net shall
be accounted a most expert fisherman.

55. The Philosophers' Stone is found in the oldesintains, and flows from everlasting
brooks; those mountains are of silver, and the ks@we even of gold: from thence gold
and silver and all the treasures of Kings are ptedu

56. Whosoever is minded to obtain the Philosopi8tone, let him resolve to take a
long peregrination, for it is necessary that heaysee both the Indies, that from thence
he may bring the most precious gems and the pgodst

57. Philosophers extract their stone out of setenes, the two chief whereof are of a
diverse nature and efficacy; the one infuseth ibl@sSulphur, the other spiritual
Mercury; that one induceth heat and dryness, asdtie cold and moisture: thus by
their help, the strength of the elements is muéglin the Stone; the former is found in
the Eastern coast, the latter in the Western: bbthem have the power of colouring and
multiplying, and unless the Stone shall take ftst flTincture from them it will neither
colour nor multiply.

58. Recipe then the Winged Virgin very well washed cleansed, impregnated by the
spiritual seed of the first male, and fecundateth@permanent glory of her untouched
virginity, she will be discovered by her cheeksdlyeth a blushing colour; join her to
the second, by whose seed she shall conceive agdishall in time bring forth a
reverend off-spring of double sex, from whenceramortal Race of most potent Kings
shall gloriously arise.

59. Keep up and couple the Eagle and Lion wellrtded in their transparent cloister, the
entry door being shut and watched lest their brgatbut, or the air without do privily

get in. The Eagle shall snap up and devour the inidhis combination; afterwards being
affected with a long sleep, and a dropsy occasituyesifoul stomach, she shall be
changed by a wonderful metamorphosis into a c@alkbCrow, which shall begin to fly
with wings stretched out, and by its flight shalhly down mater from the clouds, until
being often moistened, he put off his wings ofdws1 accord, and falling down again he
be changed into a most White Swan. Those thagamant of the causes of things may
wonder with astonishment when they consider thaitbrld is nothing but a continual
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Metamorphosis; they may marvel that the seedsinfshperfectly digested should end in
greatest whiteness. Let the Philosopher imitateifean his work.

60. Nature proceedeth thus in making and perfgdtaer works, that from an inchoate
generation it may bring a thing by divers meanst a®re by degrees, to the ultimate
term of perfection: she therefore attaineth herl@ntittle and little, not by leaps;
confining and including her work between two extesidistinct and severed as by
spaces. The practice of Philosophy, which is th&ator of Nature, ought not to decline
from the way and example of Nature in its workimgl @irection to find out its happy
stone, for whatsoever is without the bounds of Naisi either in error or is near one.

61. The extremes of the Stone are natural Argeetand perfect Elixir: the middle
parts which lie between, by help whereof the warskgyon, are of three sorts; for they
either belong unto matter, or operations, or dernmnatige signs: the whole work is
perfected by these extremes and means.

62. The material means of the Stone are of dikieids, for some are extracted out of
others successively: The first are Mercury Philbscgly sublimated, and perfect
metals, which although the be extreme in the wémkadure, yet in the Philosophical
work they supply the place of means: of the fortherseconds are produced; namely the
four elements, which again are circulated and fixédhe seconds, the third is produced,
to wit, Sulphur, the multiplication hereof dothrtenate the first work: the fourth and last
means are leaven or ointments weighed with theurexaf the things aforesaid,
successively produced in the work of the Elixir. tBg right ordering of the things
aforesaid, the perfect Elixir is finished, whichhe last term of the whole work, wherein
the Philosophers' Stone resteth as in its ceteemultiplication whereof is nothing else
than a short repetition of the previous operations.

63. The operative means (which are also called#ys of the Work) are four: the first

is Solution or Liquefaction; the second is Ablutidime third Reduction; the fourth
Fixation. By Liguefaction bodies return into théist form, things concocted are made
raw again and the combination between the posaéti@hnegative is effected, from
whence the Crow is generated lastly the Stonevidedil into four confused elements,
which happeneth by the retrogradation of the Lumi@sa The Ablution teacheth how to
make the Crow white, and to create the Jupiterabdif®, which is done by the
conversion of the Body into Spirit. The Office oduction is to restore the soul to the
stone exanimated, and to nourish it with dew amdgtsal milk, until it shall attain unto
perfect strength. In both these latter operatibediragon rageth against himself, and by
devouring his tail, doth wholly exhaust himselfdaat length is turned into the Stone.
Lastly, the operation of the Fixation fixeth bokte twWhite and the Red Sulphurs upon
their fixed body, by the mediation of the spirittialcture; it decocteth the Leaven or
Ferment by degrees ripeneth things unripe, andteweth the bitter. In fine by
penetrating and tincturing the flowing Elixir it gerateth, perfecteth, and lastly, raiseth it
up to the height of sublimity.

64. The Means or demonstrative signs are Colawsessively and orderly affecting the
matter and its affections and demonstrative passiwhereof there are three special ones
(as critical) to be noted; to these some add atRotihe first is black, which is called the
Crow's head, because of its extreme blackness wintepasculun? sheweth the
beginning of the action of the fire of nature antlgon, and the blackest midnight
sheweth the perfection of liquefaction, and cordngif the elements. Then the grain
putrefies and is corrupted, that it may be the naptefor generation. The white colour
succeedeth the black wherein is given the perfecifdhe first degree, and of the White
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Sulphur. This is called the blessed stone; thishHarwhite and foliated, wherein
Philosophers do sow their gold. The third is Oracgjeur, which is produced in the
passage of the white to the red, as the middlebamdy mixed of both is as the dawn
with his saffron hair, a forerunner of the Sun. Ttwerth colour is Ruddy and Sanguine,
which is extracted from the white fire only. Nowchese whiteness is easily altered by
another colour before day it quickly faileth of @@ndour. But the deep redness of the
Sun perfecteth the work of Sulphur, which is catleel Sperm of the male, the fire of the
Stone, the King's Crown, and the Son of Sol, winettee first labour of the workman
resteth.

65. Besides these decretory signs which firmlenehn the matter, and shew its
essential mutations, almost infinite colours appaad shew themselves in vapours, as
the Rainbow in the clouds, which quickly pass aaag are expelled by those that
succeed, more affecting the air than the earthopfeeator must have a gentle care of
them, because they are not permanent, and procédéiedm the intrinsic disposition of
the matter, but from the fire painting and fashngneverything after its pleasure, or
casually by heat in slight moisture.

66. Of the strange colours, some appearing otitnef, give an ill omen to the work:
such as the blackness renewed; for the Crow's yonag having once left their nest are
never to be suffered to return. Too hasty Redrfesshis once, and in the end only,
gives a certain hope of the harvest; if therefbeerhatter become red too soon it is an
argument of the greatest aridity, not without gasaiger, which can only be averted by
Heaven alone forthwith bestowing a shower upon it.

67. The Stone is exalted by successive digestamby degrees, and at length attaineth
to perfection. Now four Digestions agreeable tofthe abovesaid Operations or
Governments do complete the whole work, the authmareof is the fire, which makes
the difference between them.

68. The first digestion operateth the solutiomhaf Body, whereby comes the first
conjunction of male and female, the commixtion oftbseeds, putrefactium, the
resolution of the elements into homogeneous wttereclipse of the Sun and Moon in
the head of the Dragon, and lastly it bringeth kthekwhole World into its ancient
Chaos, and dark abyss. This first digestion isidke stomach, of a melon colour and
weak, more fit for corruption than generation.

69. In the second digestion the Spirit of the Leadketh upon the waters; the light
begins to appear, and a separation of waters fnenwvaters occurs; Sol and Luna are
renewed; the elements are extracted out of theschiaat being perfectly mixed in Spirit
they may constitute a new world; a new Heaven avd Barth are made; and lastly all
bodies become spiritual. The Crow's young onesgihgrtheir feathers begin to pass
into Doves; the Eagle and Lion embrace one anathen eternal League of amity. And
this generation of the World is made by the fiepyri®descending in the form of Water,
and wiping away Original sin; for the Philosoph&¥&iter is Fire, which is moved by the
exciting heat of a Bath. But see that the separatfidVaters be done in Weight and
Measure, lest those things that remain under Hebgairowned under the Earth, or
those things that are snatched up above the Hehgdanp much destitute of aridity.

Here let slight moisture leave a barren Soil.

70. The third digestion of the newly generatedlicdrinketh up the dewy Milk, and all
the spiritual virtues of the quintessence, ancefaeth the quickening Soul to the body by
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the Spirit's mediation. Then the Earth layeth ypeat Treasure in itself, and is made like
the coruscating Moon, afterwards like to the ru&adw; the former is called the Earth of
the Moon, the latter the Earth of the Sun; for baftthem are beget of the copulation of
them both; neither of them any longer feareth thiegof the Fire, because both want all
spots; for they have been often cleanseth fronbgitire, and have suffered great
Martyrdom, until all the Elements are turned dowrdva

71. The Fourth digestion consummateth all the Btys$ of the World, and the Earth
being turned into most excellent leaven, it leavieradl imperfect bodies because it hath
before passed into the heavenly nature of quintessd he virtue thereof flowing from
the Spirit of the Universe is a present Panaceaiainarsal medicine for all the diseases
of all creatures. The digestions of the first wbging repeated will open to thee the
Philosophers secret Furnace. Be right in thy wadhet, thou mayest find God favourable
otherwise the ploughing of the Earth will be inryaor:-

Will the expected Harvest e'er requite
The greedy husbandman.

72. The whole Progress of the Philosophers' weoriothing but Solution and
Congelation; the Solution of the body, and Congatedf the Spirit; nevertheless there is
but one operation of both: the fixed and volatile perfectly mixed and united in the
Spirit! which cannot be done unless the fixed bbeyirst made soluble and volatile. By
reduction is the volatile body fixed into a permainieody, and volatile nature doth at last
change into a fixed one, as the fixed nature héarégassed into volatile. Now so long
as the Natures were confused in the Spirit, thaedhspirit keeps a middle Nature
between Body and Spirit, Fixed and Volatile.

73. The generation of the Stone is made aftepdtiern of the Creation of the World;

for it is necessary, that it have its Chaos anstlamatter, wherein the confused Elements
do fluctuate, until they be separated by the f&pyrit; they being separated, the Light
Elements are carried upwards, and the heavy onesvadards: the light arising, darkness
retreats: the waters are gathered into one plad¢hendry land appears. At length the
two great Luminaries arise, and mineral, vegetahkkanimal are produced in the
Philosophers' Earth.

74. God created Adam out of the mud of the Eavtterein were inherent the virtues of
all the Elements, of the Earth and Water espegialhjch do more constitute the sensible
and corporeal heap: Into this Mass God breathebréwth of Life, and enlivened it with
the Sun of the Holy Spirit. He gave Eve for a WdeAdam, and blessing them he gave
unto them a Precept and the Faculty of multiplaratiThe generation of the Philosophers
Stone, is not unlike the Creation of Adam, for ed was made of a terrestrial and
ponderous Body dissolved by Water, which deserliedkcellent name of Terra
Adamica, wherein all the virtues and qualitieshe Elements are placed. At length the
heavenly Soul is infused thereinto by the mediurthefQuintessence and Solar influx,
and by the Benediction and Dew of Heaven; the gidbimultiplying ad infinitum by the
intervening copulation of both sexes is given it.

75. The chief secret of this work consisteth i thanner of working, which is wholly
employed about the Elements: for the matter oStome passeth from one Nature into
another, the Elements are successively extractedhyturns obtain dominion;
everything is agitated by the circles of humidurd aitccum, until all things be turned
downwards, and there rest.
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76. In the work of the Stone the other Elemengscanculated in the figure of Water, for
the Earth is resolved into Water, wherein are &t of the Elements; the Water is
Sublimated into Vapour, Vapour retreats into Waaed so by an unwearied circle, is the
Water moved, until it abide fixed downwards; nowttheing fixed, all the elements are
fixed. Thus into it they are resolved, by it theg axtracted, with it they live and die; the
Earth is the Tomb, and last end of all.

77. The order of Nature requireth that every gati@n begin from humidum and in
humidum. In the Philosophers' Work, Nature is todmuced into order, that so the
matter of the Stone which is terrestrial, compact dry, in the first place may be
dissolved and flow into the Element of Water nextout, and then Saturn will be
generated of Sol.

78. The Air succeeds the Water, drawn about bgrsewcles or revolutions, which is
wheeled about with so many circles and reductionsl it be fixed downwards, and
Saturn being expelled, Jupiter may receive the teegmd Government of the Kingdom,
by whose coming the Philosophers' Infant is forrmedirished in the womb, and at
length is born; resembling the splendour of Lunbhenbeautiful and Serene
countenance.

79. The Fire executes the courses of the NatutieedElements, extreme Fire assisting
it; of the hidden is made the manifest; the Saffitgath the Lily; Redness possesseth the
cheeks of the blushing Child now made strongerr@w® is prepared for him against
the time of his Reign. This is the consummatiotheffirst work, and the perfect rotation
of the Elements the sign whereof is, when theyalirerminated in Siccum, and the

body void of Spirit lieth down, wanting pulse, amdtion; and thus all the Elements are
finally resolved into Terra.

80. Fire placed in the Stone is Nature's Prinoés Son and Vicar, moving and
digesting matter and perfecting all things ther#ir,shall attain its liberty, for it lieth
weak under a hard bark; procure therefore its fseethat it may succour thee freely; but
beware that thou urge it not above measure, fargoenpatient of tyranny it may
become a fugitive, no hope of return being lefouhiee; call it back therefore by
courteous words, and keep it prudently.

81. The first mover of nature is External Fires Moderator of Internal Fire, and of the
whole Work; Let the Philosopher therefore very welterstand the government thereof,
and observe its degrees and points; for from thémeavelfare or ruin of the work
dependeth. Thus Art helpeth Nature, and the Plplosiois the Minister of both.

82. By these two Instruments of Art and NatureSkane lifteth itself up from Earth to
Heaven with great ingenuity, and slideth from HeatgeEarth, because the Earth is its
Nurse, and being carried in the womb of the wihdgceiveth the force of the Superiors
and Inferiors.

83. The Circulation of the Elements is performgdildouble Whorl, by the greater or
extended and the less or contracted. The Whorhdgtéfixeth all the Elements of the
Earth, and its circle is not finished unless theknaf Sulphur be perfected. The
revolution of the minor Whorl is terminated by #eraction and preparation of every
Element. Now in this Whorl there are three Cirg&xced, which always and variously
move the Matter, by an Erratic and Intricate Motiand do often (seven times at least)
drive about every Element, in order succeedinganwher, and so agreeable, that if one
shall be wanting the labour of the rest is made.vbhese Circulations are Nature's
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Instruments, whereby the Elements are preparedhed®hilosopher therefore consider
the progress of Nature in the Physical Tract, nfiolig described for this very end.

84. Every Circle hath its proper Motion, for dktMotions of the Circles are conversant
about the subject of Humidum and Siccum, and asoatenated that they produce the
one operation, and one only consent of Nature:aitbem are opposite, both in respect
of their causes and the effects; for one movethaugsy drying by heat; another
downwards, moistening by cold; a third carrying ftwen of rest and sleep by digesting,
induceth the cessation of both in greatest moderati

85. Of the three Circles, the first is Evacuatithe, labour of which is in extracting the
superfluous Humidum and also in separating the, mlean and subtle, from the gross
and terrestrial dregs. Now the greatest dangemisd in the motion of this Circle,
because it hath to do with things Spiritual and esaMature plentiful.

86. Two things are chiefly to be taken heed ahwowving this Circle; first, that it be not
moved too intensely; the other, that it be not naofee too long a time. Motion
accelerated raiseth confusion in the matter, stlgagross, impure and undigested part
may fly out together with the pure and subtle, #tredBody undissolved be mixed with
the Spirit, together with that which is dissolv&dith this precipitated motion the
Heavenly and Terrestrial Natures are confounded tla@ Spirit of the Quintessence,
corrupted by the admixture of Earth is made dull mwvalid. By too long a motion the
Earth is too much evacuated of its Spirit, and @lenso languishing, dry and destitute of
Spirit, that it cannot easily be restored and tedab its Temperament. Either error
burneth up the Tincture, or turneth it into flight.

87. The Second Circle is Restoration; whose offide restore strength to the gasping
and debilitated body by Potion. The former Circleswthe Organ of sweat and labour, but
this of restoration and consolation. The actiothed is employed in the grinding and
mollifying the Earth (Potter-like), that it may bee better mixed.

88. The motion of this Circle must be lighter thihat of the former, especially in the
beginning of its Revolution, lest the Crow's younges be drowned in nest by a large
flood, and the growing world be drowned by a deludas is the Weigher and Assayer
of Measures, for it distributeth Water by Geomeirierecepts. There is usually no
greater Secret found in the whole practice of trkthan the firm and justly weighed
Motion of this Circle; for it informeth the Philopbers' infant and inspireth Soul and Life
into him.

89. The Laws of this Circle's motions are, thatiit about gently: and by little and little,
and sparingly let forth itself, lest that by makimaste it fail from its measure, and the
Fire inherent be overwhelmed with the Waters, thehAect of the Work grow dull, or
also be extinguished: that meat and drink be adteired by turns, to the end there may
be a better Digestion made, and the best tempetavhelumidum, and Siccum; for the
indissoluble colligation of them both is the Endi&tope of the Work. Furthermore see,
that you add so much by Watering, as shall be fousting in assaying, that
Restoration may restore so much of the lost strebgtcorroborating, as Evacuation hath
taken away by debilitating.

90. Digestion, the last Circle, acteth with silantl insensible Motion; and therefore it is
said by Philosophers, that it is made in a secmetaice; it decocteth the Nutriment
received, and converteth it into the Homogeneouts jpé the body. Moreover, it is

called Putrefaction; because as meat is corruptétei Stomach before it passeth into
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Blood and similar parts; so this operation brealde¢ghAliment with a concocting and
Stomach heat and in a manner makes it to putrefyitimay be the better Fixed, and
changed from a Mercurial into a Sulphurous NatAgain, it is called Inhumation,
because by it the Spirit is inhumated, as a deadbuaed in the ground. But because it
goeth most slowly, it therefore needeth a longeetiThe two former Circles do labour
especially in dissolving, this in congealing altgbwall of them work in both ways.

91. The Laws of this Circle are, that it be mobgdhe Feverish and most gentle heat of
Dung, lest that the things volatile fly out, ane Spirit be troubled at the time of its
strictest Conjunction with the Body, for then thesimess is perfected in the greatest
tranquillity and ease; therefore we must especlathyare lest the Earth be moved by any
Winds or Showers. Lastly, as this third Circle na&yays succeed the second
straightways and in due order, as the secondste $b by interrupted works and by
course those three erratic Circles do completecotiee circulation, which often

reiterated doth at length turn all things into Bagnd makes similarity between
opposites.

92. Nature useth Fire, so also doth Art afteekample, as an Instrument and Mallet in
cutting out its works. In both operations therefbme is Master and Perfector.
Wherefore the knowledge of Fire is most necessarg Philosopher, without which as
another Ixion (condemned to labour in vain) he Isiah about the Whorl of Nature to
no purpose.

93. The name Fire is Equivocal amongst PhilosapHer sometimes it is used by
Metonymy for heat; and so there be as many firdgeass. In the Generation of Metals
and Vegetables Nature acknowledgeth a Three-foke E wit, Celestial, Terrestrial and
Innate. The First flows from Sol as its Fountaitoithe Bosom of the Earth; it stirreth up
Fumes, or Mercurial and Sulphurous vapours, of vthe Metals are created, and
mixeth itself amongst them; it stirreth up thatpidrfire which is placed in the seeds of
Vegetables, and addeth fresh sparks unto it, paras vegetation. The Second lurketh
in the bowels of the Earth, by the Impulse andoactvhereof the Subterraneous vapours
are driven upwards as through pores and pipesthansts outwards from the Centre
towards the surface of the Earth, both for the cogitipn of Metals, where the Earth
swelleth up, as also for the production of Vegetapby putrefying their seeds, by
softening and preparing them for generation. Tirel fRire, viz., Innate is also indeed
Solar; it is generated of a vapid smoke of Metatg] also being infused with the
monthly provision grows together with the humid tegtand is retained as in a Prison;
or more truly, as form is conjoined with the mixaatly; it firmly inhereth in the seeds of
Vegetables, until being solicited by the pointtsfirather's rays it be called out, then
Motion intrinsically moveth and informeth the mattand becomes the Moulder and
Dispenser of the whole Mixture. In the generatibAnimals, Celestial Fire doth
insensibly co-operate with the Animal, for it iethrst Agent in Nature; for the heat of
the female answereth to Terrestrial Fire; whenSed putrefies, this warmth prepareth
it. For truly the Fire is implanted in the Seecdenthe Son of Sol disposeth of the matter,
and being disposed, he informeth it.

94. Philosophers have observed a three-fold Ritka matter of their work, Natural,
Unnatural, and Contra-Natural. The Natural theytte Fiery Celestial Spirit Innate,
kept in the profundity of matter, and most stridityund unto it, which by the sluggish
strength of metal grows dull, until being stirrqoland freed by the Philosophers’
discretion and external heat, it shall have obtheéaculty of moving its body dissolved,
and so it may inform its humid matter, by Un-folgliRenetration, Dilatation and
Congelation. In every mixed body Natural Fire ie Brinciple of Heat and Motion.
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Unnatural Fire they name that which being procuned coming from without is
introduced into the matter artificially; that it pnancrease and multiply the strength of
the natural heat. The Fire Contrary to Nature ttadlthat which putrefieth the
Compositum, and corrupteth the temperament of Maturs imperfect, because being
too weak for generation, it is not carried beydma lbounds of corruption: such is the
Fire or heat of the menstruum: yet it hath the nanmproperly of Fire against Nature,
because in a manner it is according to Naturealtbough it destroys the specific form,
and corrupteth the matter, yet it disposeth itrémroduction.

95. It is more credible nevertheless that theugginng Fire, called Fire against Nature, is
not different from the Innate, but the first degodét, for the order of nature requireth,
that Corruption should precede Generation: thetfiegefore that is innate, agreeable to
the Law of Nature, performeth both, by excitinghbsticcessively in the matter: the first
of corruption more gentle stirred up by feeble heanollify and prepare the body: the
other of generation more forcible, moved by a maigement heat, to animate and fully
inform the Elementary body disposed of by the farmedouble Motion doth therefore
proceed from a double degree of heat of the sammeneither is it to be accounted a
double Fire, for far better may the name of "Fivaetcary to Nature” be given to violent
and destructive fire.

96. Unnatural Fire is converted into Natural ardte Fire by successive degrees of
Digestion, and increaseth and multiplieth it. Ndw tvhole secret consisteth in the
multiplication of Natural Fire, which of itself iot able to Work above its proper
strength, nor communicate a perfect Tincture toerfgrt Bodies; for although it be
sufficient to itself, yet hath it not any furtheswer; but being multiplied by the
unnatural, which most aboundeth with the virtuenofitiplying doth act far more
powerfully, and reacheth itself beyond the bounfdSature-colouring strange and
imperfect bodies, and perfecting them, becauses @iéntiful Tincture, and the abstruse
Treasure of multiplied Fire.

97. Philosophers call their Water, Fire, becatigemost hot, and indued with a Fiery
Spirit; again Water is called Fire by them, becauberneth the bodies of perfect Metals
more than common fire doth for it perfectly dissilvthem, whereas they resist our Fire,
and will not suffer themselves to be dissolvedtbfor this cause it is also called

Burning Water. Now that Fire of Tincture is hidtire belly of the Water and manifests
itself by a double effect, viz., of the body's Smlo and Multiplication.

98. Nature useth a double Fire in the Work of gatien, Intrinsic and Extrinsic; the
former being placed in the seeds and mixturesing# is hid in their Centre; and as a
principle of Motion and Life doth move and quicki#se body. But the latter, Extrinsic,
whether it be poured down from Heaven or Eartlsethi the former, as drowned with
sleep, and compels it to action; for the vital &gamplanted in the seeds stand in need of
an external motor, that they may be moved and act.

99. It is even so in the Philosophers' work; far iatter of the Stone possesseth his
Interior Fire, which is partly Innate, partly alsoadded by the Philosophers Art, for
those are united and come inward together, be¢hageare homogeneous: the internal
standeth in need of the external, which the Phgbeo administereth according to the
Precepts of Art and Nature; this compelleth thenierto move. These Fires are as two
Wheels, whereof the hidden one being moved by igible one, it is moved sooner or
later; and thus Art helpeth Nature.

100. The Internal Fire is the middle agent betwienMotor and the Matter; whence it
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is, that as it is moved by that, it moveth thisg #so be it shall be driven intensely or
remissly, it will work after the same manner in thatter. The Information of the whole
Work dependeth of the measure of External Fire.

101. He that is ignorant of the degrees and paihéxternal Fire, let him not start upon

the Philosophical Work; for he will never obtaighi out of darkness, unless the heats
pass through their middle stages, like the Elemevtiese Extremes are not converted,
but only their Means.

102. Because the whole work consisteth in Semaraind perfect Preparation of the
Four Elements, therefore so many grades of Fireeressary there unto; for every
Element is extracted by the degree of Fire propédr t

103. The four grades of Heat are called the hieggeoWater Bath, the heat of Ashes, of
Coals, and of Flame, which is also called "Optetwery grade hath its degrees, two at
least, sometimes three; for heat is to be moveasllgland by degrees, whether it be
increased or decreased; so that Matter, after Blatakample, may go on by degrees and
willingly unto formation and completion; for notlgns so strange to Nature as that
which is violent. Let the Philosopher propoundfig consideration the gentle access
and recess of the Sun, whose Light and Lamp beghatgeheat to the things of the
world, according to the times and Laws of the Ursee and so bcstoweth a certain
temperament upon them.

104. The first degree of the Bath of Heat is chtlee heat of a Fever; the second, of
Dung. The first degree of the second grade isithple heat of Ashes, the second is the
heat of Sand. Now the degrees of Fire, Coals amch&Mwant a proper Name, but they
are distinguished by the operation of the intejJlactording to their intensity.

105. Three Grades only of Fire are sometimes famadngst Philosophers, viz., the
Water Bath, of Ashes and of Flame: which latter poghendeth the Fire of Coals and of
Flame: the Heat of Dung is sometimes distinguishem the Heat of the Bath in degree.
Thus for the most part Authors do involve the lightdarkness, by the various
expressions of the Philosophers' Fire; for the Kedge thereof is accounted amongst
their chief secrets.

106. In the White Work, because three Elementg ard extracted, Three degrees of
Fire do suffice; the last, to wit the "Optetic, reserved for the Fourth Element, which
finisheth the Red Work. By the first degree thepsd of Sol and Luna is made; by the
second the light of Luna begins to be restoredhbkythird Luna attaineth unto the
fulness of her splendour; and by the fourth Selxalted into the highest apex of his
glory. Now in every part the Fire is administered@ding to the rules of Geometry; so
that the Agent may answer to the disposition ofRa&ent, and their strength be equally
poised betwixt themselves.

107. Philosophers have very much insisted uporesgan regard to their Fire; they
scarce have been bold to describe it but shevthierdy a description of its qualities and
properties, than by its name: as that it is cafley Fire, Vaporous, Humid and Dry,
Clear or Star-like; because it may easily by degteeincreased or remitted as the
Artificer pleaseth. He that desireth more of thewtedge of Fire may be satisfied by the
Works of Lullius, who hath opened the Secrets atcBce to worthy minds candidly.

108. Of the conflict of the Eagle and the Lioroalsey write diversely, because the Lion
is the strongest animal, and therefore it is neargghat more Eagles act together (three
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at least, or more, even to ten) to conquer himfeéher they are, the greater the
contention, and the slower the Victory; but the enBagles, the shorter the Battle, and
the plundering of the Lion will more readily followhe happier number of seven Eagles
may be taken out of Lullius, or of nine out of Seni

109. The Vessel wherein Philosophers decoct thaik is twofold; the one of Nature,
the other of Art; the Vessel of Nature which isoatslled the Vessel of Philosophy is the
Earth of the Stone, or the Female or Matrix, whdethe sperm of the Male is received
putrefies, and is prepared for generation; the ®lesfsNature is of three sorts, for the
secret is decocted in a threefold Vessel.

110. The First Vessel is made of a transparemteStor of a stony Glass, the form
thereof some Philosophers have hid by a certaigr&atic description; sometimes
affirming that it is compounded of two pieces, tib,\@n Alembic and a Bolt-head;
sometimes of three at other times of the two formiéln the addition of a Cover.

111. Many have feigned the multiply of such likesgels to be necessary to the
Philosophical Work, calling them by divers namethva desire of hiding the secret by a
diversity of operations; for they called it Disseht of solutions; Putrefactory for
putrefaction; Distillatory for distillation; Subliatory for sublimation; Calcinatory for
calcination &c.

112. But all deceit being removed we may speatesaly, one only Vessel of Art
sufficeth to terminate the Work of either Sulphamgd another for the Work of the Elixir;
for the diversity of digestions requireth not theoge of Vessels; yea we must have a
care lest the Vessel be changed or opened beierst work be ended.

113. You shall choose a form of glass Vessel rannlde bottom (or cucurbit), or at
least oval, the neck a hand's breadth long or ntemge enough with a straight mouth
made like a Pitcher or Jug, continuous and unbrakehequally thick in every part, that
it may resist a long, and sometimes an acute Fieeclicurbit is called a Blind-head
because its eye is blinded with the Hermetic desi,anything from without should enter
in, or the Spirit steal out.

114. The second Vessel of Art may be of Woodhefttunk of an Oak, cut into two
hollow Hemispheres, wherein the Philosophers' Egy be cherished till it be hatched;
of which see the Fountain of Trevisan.

115. The third Vessel Practitioners have callairthurnace, which keeps the other
Vessels with the matter and the whole work: thse &hilosophers have endeavoured to
hide amongst their secrets.

116. The Furnace which is the Keeper of Secretsaliled Athanor, from the immortal
Fire, which it always preserveth; for althoughffoed unto the Work continual Fire, yet
sometimes unequally, which reason requireth todmei@stered more or less according
to the quantity of matter, and the capacity offlnenace.

117. The matter of the Furnace is made of Briclkgfalaubed Earth, or of Potter's clay
well beaten and prepared with horse dung, mixel dir, so that it may cohere the
firmer, and may not be cracked by long heatingtHetwalls be three or four fingers
thick, to the end that the furnace may be the batike to keep in the heat and withstand
it.
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118. Let the form of the Furnace be round, theangaltitude of two feet or thereabouts,
in the midst whereof an Iron or Brazen plate massét, of a round Figure, about the
thickness of a Penknife's back, in a manner posgetise interior latitude of the

Furnace, but a little narrower than it, lest itdbuhe walls; it must lean upon three or
four props of Iron fixed to the walls, and let & full of holes, that the heat may be the
more easily carried upwards by them, and betweesittes of the Furnace and the Plate.
Below the Plate let there be a little door leftd @mother above in the walls of the
Furnace, that by the Lower the Fire may be puama by the higher the temperament of
the heat may be sensibly perceived; at the opppaitevhereof let there be a little
window of the Figure of a Rhomboid fortified withags, that the light over against it
may shew the colours to the eye. Upon the middte@fforesaid plate, let the Tripod of
secrets be placed with a double Vessel. LastlfhkeFurnace be very well covered with
a shell or covering agreeable unto it, and take ttzat the little doors be always closely
shut, lest the heat escape.

119. Thus thou hast all things necessary to trst Work, the end whereof is the
generation of two sorts of Sulphur; the compositod perfection of both may be thus
finished.

The Practice of the Sulphur.

Take a Red Dragon, courageous, warlike, to whomatoral strength is wanting; and
afterwards seven or nine noble Eagles (Virginspseheyes will not wax dull by the rays
of the Sun: cast the Birds with the Beast intoeamicPrison and strongly shut them up;
under this let a Bath be placed, that they mayberised to fight by the warmth, in a
short time they will enter into a long and harshteation, until at length about the 45th
day or the 50th the Eagles begin to prey upon eadthe beast to pieces, which dying
will infect the whole Prison with its black and eliul poison, whereby the Eagles being
wounded, they will also be constrained to givehgdhost. From the putrefaction of the
dead Carcasses a Crow will be generated, whichtlegydnd little will put forth its head,
and the Heat being somewhat increased it will feitth stretch forth its wings and begin
to fly; but seeking chinks from the Winds and Clsuid will long hover about; take heed
that it find not any chinks. At length being madeite by a gentle and long Rain, and
with the dew of Heaven it will be changed into ait&tfswan, but the new born Crow is
a sign of the departed Dragon. In making the Crokit®/ extract the Elements, and
distil them according to the order prescribed,luhgy be fixed in their Earth, and end in
Snow-like and most subtle dust, which being fingsbeou shalt enjoy thy first desire, the
White Work.

120. If thou intendest to proceed further to the,Reld the Element of Fire, which is not
needed for the White Work: the Vessel thereforadpéixed, and the Fire strengthened
by little and little through its grades, force tatter until the occult begin to be made
manifest, the sign whereof will be the Orange cobmising: raise the Fire to the Fourth
degree by its degrees, until by the help of Vulganmple Roses be generated from the
Lily, and lastly the Amaranth dyed with the darkdRess of blood: but thou mayest not
cease to bring out Fire by Fire, until thou shaldld the matter terminated in most Red
ashes, imperceptible to the touch. This Red Stamenear up thy mind to greater things,
by the blessing and assistance of the holy Trinity.
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121. They that think they have brought their wiarlan end by perfect Sulphur, not
knowing Nature or Art, and to have fulfilled theeBepts of the secret are much
deceived, and will try Projection in vain; for tReaxis of the Stone is perfected by a
double Work; the First is the creation of the Sulphhe Second is the making of the
Elixir.

122. The aforesaid Philosophers' Sulphur is mdsiies Earth, most hot and dry, in the
belly whereof the Fire of Nature abundantly mulégdlis hidden. Therefore it deserveth
the name of the Fire of the Stone, for it hathtself the virtue of opening and penetrating
the bodies of Metals, and of turning them intocoken temperament and producing its
like, wherefore it is called a Father and Mascu$ired.

123. That we may leave nothing untouched, leSthelents in Philosophy know that
from that first Sulphur, a second is generated i@y be multiplied ad infinitum: let
the wise man, after he hath got the everlastingerairof that Heavenly Fire, keep it
diligently. Now of what matter Sulphur is generatefithe same it is multiplied, a small
portion of the first being added, yet as in theaBak. The rest, a tyro may see in Lullius,
it may suffice only to point to this.

124. The Elixir is compounded of a threefold mattamely, of Metallic Water or
Mercury sublimated as before; of Leaven White od,Recording to the intention of the
Operator; and of the Second Sulphur, all by Weight.

125. There are Five proper and necessary quadlitibe perfect Elixir, that it be fusible,
permanent, penetrating, tincturing, and multiplyiidporroweth its tincture and fixation
from the Leaven; its penetration from the Sulplitgrfusion from Argent vive, which is
the medium of conjoining Tinctures; to wit of therfent and Sulphur; and its
multiplicative virtue from the Spirit infused intbe Quintessence.

126. Two perfect Metals give a perfect Tincturegduse they are dyed with the pure
Sulphur of Nature, and therefore no Ferment of Metey be sought except these two
bodies; therefore dye thy Elixir White and Red witima and Sol; Mercury first of all
receives their Tincture, and having received ithdmmmunicate it to others.

127. In compounding the Elixir take heed you cleangt or mix any thing with the
Ferments, for either Elixir must have its propemient, and desireth its proper
Elements; for it is provided by Nature that the twoninaries have their different
Sulphurs and distinct tinctures.

128. The Second work is concocted as the Firsharsame or a like Vessel, the same
Furnace, and by the same degrees of fire, butrfeqied in a shorter time.

129. There are three humours in the Stone, whigloabe extracted successively;
namely, Watery, Airy, and Radical; and therefotehad labour and care of the Workman
is employed about the humour, neither is any dement in the Work of the Stone
circulated beside the humid one. For it is necgs#athe first place, that the Earth be
resolved and melted into humour. Now the Radicatdwr of all things, accounted Fire,
is most tenacious, because it is tied to the Caftiature, from which it is not easily
separated; extract, therefore, these three hunstauwdy and successively; dissolving and
congealing them by their Whorls, for by the mulgpl alternative reiteration of Solution
and Congelation the Whorl is extended and the wivolek finished.

130. The Elixir's perfection consisteth in thecstdnion and indissoluble Matrimony of
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Siccum and Humidum, so that they may not be sep@draut the Siccum may flow with
moderate heat into the Humidum, abiding every pressf Fire. The sign of perfection
is that if a very little of it be cast in above then or Brazen Plate while very hot, it flow
forthwith without smoke.

Let three weights of Red Earth or of Red Fermamd, a double weight of Water and Air
well ground up be mixed together. Let an Amalgamanade like Butter, or Metalline
Paste, so that the Earth being mollified maybenside to the touch. Add one weight
and a half of Fire; let these be transferred totesel and exposed to a Fire of the first
degree; most closely sealed; afterwards let thm&is be extracted out of their degrees
of Fire in their order, which being turned downwawith a gentle motion they may be
fixed in their Earth, so as nothing Volatile mayrbesed up from thence; the matter at
length shall be terminated in a Stone, llluminated and Diaphanous; a part whereof
take at pleasure, and having cast it into a Cracioth a little Fire by drops give it to
drink its Red Oil and incerate it, until it be quinelted, and do flow without smoke. Nor
mayest thou fear its flight, for the Earth beingllified with the sweetness of the Potion
will retain it, having received it, within its bovge then take the Elixir thus perfected into
thine own power and keep it carefully. In God regiand be silent.

132. The order and method of composing and pémfgttie white Elixir is the same, so
that thou usest the white Elements only in the ausitpn thereof ; but the body of it
brought to the term of decoction will end in thatpt white, splendid, and crystal-like,
which incerated with its White Oil will be fuseda&t one weight of either Elixir, upon
ten times its weight of Argent-vive well washed d@hdu wilt admire its effect with
astonishment.

133. Because in the Elixir the strength of Natéiied is most abundantly multiplied by
the Spirit infused into the Quintessence, and tpraled accidents of bodies, which
beset their purity and the true light of Naturehadarkness, are taken away by long and
manifold sublimations and digestions; thereforayMature freed from its Fetters and
fortified with the aid of Heavenly strength, wonkest powerfully, being included in this
our Fifth Element: let it not therefore be a wondkit obtain strength not only to perfect
imperfect things, but also to multiply its forcedamower. Now the Fountain of
Multiplication is in the Prince of the Luminariesho by the infinite multiplication of his
beams begetteth all things in this our Orb, andiplidth things generated by infusing a
multiplicative virtue into the seeds of things

134. The way of multiplying the Elixir is threetblBy the first: R, Mingle one weight of
Red Elixir, with nine times its weight of Red Watand dissolve it into Water in a
Vessel suitable for Solution; the matter being wiedsolved and united coagulate it by
decoction with a gentle Fire, until it be made stranto a Ruby or Red Lamel, which
afterwards incerate with its Red Oil, after the mamprescribed until it melt and flow; so
shalt thou have a medicine ten times more powéran the first. The business is easily
finished in a short time.

135. By the Second manner. R, What Portion theagast of thy Elixir mixed with its
Water, the weights being observed; seal it very inghe Vessel of Reduction, dissolve
it in a Bath, by inhumation; being dissolved, digtseparating the Elements by their
proper degrees of fire, and fixing them downwaedswas done in the first and second
work, until it become a Stone; lastly, inceratantl Project it. This is the longer, but yet
the richer way, for the virtue of the Elixir is m@ased even an hundred fold; for by how
much the more subtle it is made by reiterated dpers, so much more both of superior
and inferior strength it retaineth, and more powlgrfoperateth.
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136. Lastly, take one Ounce of the said Elixir tiplied in virtue and project it upon an
hundred of purified Mercury, and in a little timteetMercury made hot amongst burning
Coals will be converted into pure Elixir; wherebfhou castest every ounce upon
another hundred of the like Mercury, Sol will shmest purely to thine eyes. The
multiplication of White Elixir may be made in tharse way. Study the virtues of this
Medicine to cure all kinds of diseases, and togmesgood health, as also other uses
thereof, out of the Writings of Arnold of Villa Nay Lullius and of other Philosophers.

137. The Significator of the Philosopher will ingtt him concerning the Times of the
Stone, for the first Work "ad Album™ must be teraied in the House of Luna; the
Second, in the second House of Mercury. The firetkVad Rubeum,” will end in the
Second House of Venus, and the last in the othgalRhrone of Jupiter, from whence
our most Potent King shall receive a Crown deck#ld most precious Rubies:

Thus doth the winding of the circling Year
Trace its own Foot-steps, and the same appear.

138. A Three-Headed Dragon keepeth this Goldeac€lethe first Head proceedeth
from the Waters, the second from the Earth, thel tihom the Air; it is necessary that
these three heads do end in One most Potent, wiiliatevour all the other Dragons;
then a way is laid open for thee to the GoldenddeEarewell! diligent Reader; in
Reading these things invocate the Spirit of Etekigit ; Speak little, Meditate much,
and Judge aright.

The Times of the Stone.

The interpretation of The Philosophers' Significai® every Planet two Houses were
assigned by the Ancients, Sol and Luna exceptedredf the planet Saturn hath his two
houses adjoining. Philosophers in handling theiloBbphical work, begin their years in
Winter, to wit; the Sun being in Capricorn, whishthe former House of Saturn; and so
come towards the right hand. In the Second plae®ther House of Saturn is found in
Aquarius, at which time Saturn, i.e., the Blacknafsthe work of the Magistery begins
after the forty-fifth or fiftieth day. Sol comingto Pisces the work is black, blacker than
black, and the head of the Crow begins to appdee.tiird month being ended, and Sol
entering into Aries, the sublimation or separatibthe Elements begin. Those which
follow unto Cancer make the Work White, Cancer #lddee greatest whiteness and
splendour, and doth perfectly fill up all the daythe Stone, or white Sulphur, or the
Lunar work of Sulphur; Luna sitting and reigning@gbusly in her House, In Leo, the
Regal Mansion of the Sun, the Solar work beginsckvim Libra is terminated into a
Ruby Stone or perfect Sulphur. The two signs Scoapd Sagittarius which remain are
required for the completing of the Elixir. And thile Philosophers' admirable offspring
taketh its beginning in the Reign of Saturn, asceitd and perfection in the Dominion of
Jupiter.

Guidglis.

Copyright© 2003 :Miskatonic University Press/ yankeeclass.ahrights reserve

file://C:\My Downloads\The Secret work of the hetm@hilosophy- Alchemical Library.htr 2/3/200¢



Miskatonic University Library- Alchemical Libran Page23 of 23

file://C:\My Downloads\The Secret work of the hetm@hilosophy- Alchemical Library.htr 2/3/200¢



