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Fama fraternitatis

This is the key document on which the Rosicruciaermmenon was based. It was first published in 11614
German and in 1615 in Latin, though there are sm@Buscript copies in existence dating from abodtl16
Back to Rosicrucian texts.

To the Wise and Understanding Reader.

Wisdom (saith Solomon) is to a man an infinite EBrea, for she is the Breath of the Power of God,apure
Influence that floweth from the Glory of the Almityhshe is the Brightness of Eternal Light, anduadefiled
Mirror of the Majesty of God, and an Image of hisgd@ness; she teacheth us Soberness and Prudence,
Righteousness and Strength; she understands thigySobwords, and Solution of dark sentences; freknoweth
Signs and Wonders, and what shall happen in tinoetae; with this Treasure was our first Father Adaly
endued: Hence it doth appear, that after God hadght before him all the Creatures of the Field] e Fowls
under Heaven, he gave to every one of them thepesrnames, according to their nature.

Although now through the sorrowful fall into siriglexcellent Jewel Wisdom hath been lost, and Daekness
and Ignorance is come into the World, yet notwihging hath the Lord God sometimes hitherto besipaed
made manifest the same, to some of his Friendstheowise King Solomon doth testifie of himselfatihe upon
earnest prayer and desire did get and obtain sustddm of God, that thereby he knew how the World wi@ated,
thereby he understood the Nature of the Elemelsts tae time, beginning, middle and end, the ineeeand
decrease, the change of times through the whole, YeaRevolution of the Year, and Ordinance of$it&rs; he
understood also the properties of tame and wildeesBethe cause of the raigning of the Winds, aimdisrand
intents of men, all sorts and natures of Plantdpes of Roots, and others, was not unknown to hiaw | do not
think that there can be found any one who wouldwish and desire with all his heart to be a Partakéhis noble
Treasure; but seeing the same Felicity can happearte, except God himself give Wisdom, and segadhbly
Spirit from above, we have therefore set forthrintgthis little Treatise, to wit, Famam & Confessem, of the
Laudable Fraternity of the Rosie Cross, to be tBa€every one, because in them is clearly shewrdawmbvered,
what concerning it the World hath to expect.

Although these things may seem somewhat strangemany may esteem it to be but a Philosophical shad no
true History, which is published and spoken ofEnaternity of the Rosie Cross; it shall here sidfity appear by
our Confession, that there is more in recessu ey be imagined; and it shall be easily understaad,observed
by every one (if he be not altogether voyd of ustierding) what now adays, and at these times, énntbereby.



Those who are true Disciples of Wisdom, and truéola@rs of the Spherical Art, will consider betterthese
things, and have them in greater estimation, asjatty far otherwise of them, as hath been dongolye principal
Persons, but especially of Adam Haselmeyer, Natd@iublicus to the Arch Duke Maximilian, who likewikath
made an Extract ex scriptis Theologicis Theophrastil written a Treatise under the Title of Jesuitderein he
willeth, that every Christian should be a true tethat is, to walk, live, be, and remain in Jedds was but ill
rewarded of the Jesuits, because in his answetewnipon the Famam, he did name those of the Riigterf the
Rosie Cross, The highly illuminated men, and untaog Jesuits; for they not able to brook this,ddyands on
him, and put him into the Galleis, for which théelise have to expect their reward.

Blessed Aurora will now henceforth begin to appedn (after the passing away of the dark Night afugn) with
her Brightness altogether extinguisheth the shiniinpe Moon, or the small Sparks of Heavenly Wisdavhich
yet remaineth with men, and is a Forerunner ofgaleaPhebus, who with his clear and fiery glisgeBeams
brings forth that blessed Day, long wished fonnainy true-hearted; by which Day-light then shailytbe known,
and shall be seen all heavenly Treasures of godbgdvh, as also the Secrets of all hidden and urieishings in
the World, according to the Doctrine of our Forkéas, and ancient Wisemen.

This will be the right kingly Ruby, and most exesit shining Carbuncle, of the which it is said, fltra doth shine
and give light in darkness, and to be a perfectited of all imperfect Bodies, and to change thato the best
Gold, and to cure all Diseases of Men, easing tbeatl pains and miseries.

Be therefore, gentle Reader, admonished, thatmélyou do earnestly pray to God, that it pleasetbiopen the
hearts and ears of all ill hearing people, andr&munto them his blessing, that they may be tabkemow him in
his Omnipotency, with admiring contemplation of ta&t, to his honour and praise, and to the lovey, leeimfort
and strengthening of our Neighbors, and to theoriesg of all the diseased.

Fama Fraternitatis,

or, A

Discovery

of the

Fraternity of the most laudable Order
of the Rosy Cross.

Seeing the only Wise and Merciful God in theseekatiays hath poured out so richly his mercy andigess to
Mankind, wherby we do attain more and more to tdget knowledg of his Son Jesus Christ and Natbeg,justly
we may boast of the happy time, wherein there ionty discovered unto us the half part of the Wopwhich was
heretofore unknown & hidden, but he hath also mmadaifest unto us many wonderful, and never-heretofee,
Works and Creatures of Nature, and moreover haghdanen, indued with great Wisdom, which mightlgar
renew and reduce all Arts (in this our Age spottad imperfect) to perfection; so that finally Maight thereby
understand his own Nobleness and Worth, and why talled Microcosmus, and how far his knowledgagtieth
in Nature.

Although the rude World herewith will be but litigeased, but rather smile and scoff thereat; thisd’ride and
Covetousness of the Learned is so great, it willsndfer them to agree together; but were theyedhithey might
out of all those things which in this our Age Gaathdso richly bestow upon us, collect Librum Nagyrar a perfect
Method of all Arts: but such is their oppositionat they still keep, and are loth to leave theanldrse, esteeming
Porphiry, Aristotle, and Galen, yea and that whiekth but a meer shew of learning, more then ther eled
manifested Light and Truth; who if they were nowrlg, with much joy would leave their erroneous Does. But
here is too great weaknesses for such a great \Wackalthough in Theologie, Physic, and the Mathienéhe
Truth doth oppose it self; nevertheless the oldnBnby his subtilty and craft doth shew himself indering every
good purpose by his Instruments and contentiougriray people. To such an intent of a general Redion, the
most godly and highly illuminated Father, our BexthC.R. a German, the chief and original of owté&mnity, hath
much and long time laboured, who by reason of biepy (although descended of Noble Parents) itittieyear
of his age was placed in a Cloyster, where he déahéd indifferently the Greek and Latin Tongudso \fupon his



earnest desire and request) being yet in his ggw@ars, was associated to a Brother, P.A.L. widodedermined
to go to the Holy Land.

Although this Brother dyed in Ciprus, and so nesaane to Jerusalem, yet our Brother C.R. did narmebut
shipped himself over, and went to Damasco, minélioigy thence to go to Jerusalem; but by reasoneof th
feebleness of his body he remained still there,kgnkis skill in Physick he obtained much favouthathe Turks: In
the mean time he became by chance acquaintedheit/tse men of Damasco in Arabia, and beheld wresttg
Wonders they wrought, and how Nature was discoventd them; hereby was that high and noble Spiifsrother
C.R. so stired up, that Jerusalem was not so moshimhis mind as Damasco; also he could not biiedesires
any longer, but made a bargain with the Arabidmet, they should carry him for a certain sum of nyoie
Damasco; he was but of the age of sixteen years Wwaeame thither, yet of a strong Dutch constitytthere the
Wise received him (as he himself withessseth) aat stranger, but as one whom they had long exghetiey
called him by his name, and shewed him other seorgtof his Cloyster, whereat he could not buthtiig wonder:
He learned there better the Arabian Tongue; sctiigayear following he translated the Book M. igtmd Latin,
which he afterwards brought with him. This is thacge where he did learn his Physick, and his Ma#teiks,
whereof the World hath just cause to rejoyce,eféhwere more Love, and less Envy. After threes/barreturned
again with good consent, shipped himself over SAnabicus into Egypt, where he remained not longd,dnly
took better notice there of the Plants and Creafure sailed over the whole Mediterranean Seadfooine unto
Fez, where the Arabians had directed him. Andat ggeat shame unto us, that wise men, so far eeth@ine from
th'other, should not only be of one opinion, hattigcontentious Writings, but also be so willingdaready under
the seal of secrecy to impart their secrets torethe

Every year the Arabians and Affricans do send orenbther, inquiring one of another out of theitsAif happily
they had found out some better things, or if Exgrese had weakened their Reasons. Yearly there samething
to light, whereby the Mathematica, Physic and M4&fgic in those are they of Fez most skilful) wensemded; as
there is now adays in Germany no want of learned,M&agicians, Cabalists, Physicians, and Philosaphvecre
there but more love and kindness among them, othikanost part of them would not keep their secc&ise only
to themselves. At Fez he did get acquaintance thidke which are commonly called the Elementarybithats,
who revealed unto him many of their secrets: A<Geemans likewise might gather together many thiiigbere
were the like unity, and desire of searching owdemfrets amongst us.

Of these of Fez he often did confess, that theigiavas not altogether pure, and also that thdra@awas defiled
with their Religion; but notwithstanding he knewvshto make good use of the same, and found stilerbetter
grounds of his Faith, altogether agreeable withHhemony of the whole World, and wonderfully impsed in all
Periods of times, and thence proceedeth that famc@rd, that as in every several kernel is conthaerhole good
tree or fruit, so likewise is included in the Ethody of Man the whole great World, whose Religjouiicy, health,
members, nature, language, words and works, aeeiagy, sympathizing, and in equal tune and meloitty @od,
Heaven and Earth; and that which is dis-agreeirly thiem, is error, falsehood and of the Devil, valhane is the
first, middle, and last cause of strife, blindness] darkness in the World: Also, might one exarailhand several
persons upon the Earth, he should find that wtsaipbd and right, is always agreeing with it delft all the rest is
spotted with a thousand erroneous conceits.

After two years Brother R.C. departed the City Feer] sailed with many costly things into Spain,ihgpvell, he
himself had so well and so profitably spent hisetiim his travel, that the learned in Europe wougthly rejoyce
with him, and begin to rule, and order all thein@es, according to those sound and sure Foundatitentherefore
conferred with the Learned in Spain, shewing uhtort the Errors of our Arts, and how they might beected,
and from whence they should gather the true Inditidoe Times to come, and wherein they ought teagvith
those things that are past; also how the faulte@fhurch and the whole Philosopia Moralis wase¢@amended:
He shewed them new Growths, new Fruits, and Beakish did concord with old Philosophy, and presed them
new Axiomata, whereby all things might fully betaed: But it was to them a laughing matter; anididp@a new
thing unto them, they feared that their great Nahmuld be lessened, if they should now again biegliearn and
acknowledg their many years Errors, to which theyenaccustomed, and wherewith they had gained ¢émemgh:
Who so loveth unquietness, let him be reformed.

The same Song was also sang to him by other Natio@svhich moved him the more (because it happtméin
contrary to his expectation,) being then ready tifully to impart all his Arts and Secrets to thedrned, if they



would have but undertaken to write the true andliible Axiomata, out of all Faculties, Sciencesl grts, and
whole Nature, as that which he knew would direetiihlike a Globe, or Circle, to the onely middleérf®oand
Centrum, and (as it is usual among the Arabiars)duld onely serve to the wise and learned foula,Rhat also
there might be a Society in Europe, which mighteh®wld, Silver, and precious Stones, sufficienttéobestow
them on Kings, for their necessary uses, and lapdgboses: with which such as be Governors miglitrbaght up,
for to learn all that which God hath suffered Markhow, and thereby to be enabled in all timeseafthto give
their counsel unto those that seek it, like thethiem Oracles: Verily we must confess that the worlthose days
was already big with those great Commotions, latgptd be delivered of them; and did bring forthnfali, worthy
men, who brake with all force through Darkness Batbharism, and left us who succeeded to follow themad
assuredly they have been the uppermost point igdiy igneo, whose flame now should be more and more
brighter, and shall undoubtedly give to the WoHd last Light.

Such a one likewise hath Theophrastus been in icanhd Callings, although he was none of our Fnitige yet
nevertheless hath he diligently read over the Bdokwhereby his sharp ingenium was exalted; but itiés was
also hindered in his course by the multitude oflig@ned and wise-seeming men, that he was nelepahceably
to confer with others of his Knowledg and Underdiag he had of Nature. And therefore in his writhrgrather
mocked these busie bodies, and doth not shew thiegether what he was: yet nevertheless thereuisdavith him
well grounded the aforenamed Harmonia, which witldmubt he had imparted to the Learned, if he lidaund
them rather worthy of subtil vexation, then to bstiucted in greater Arts and Sciences; he them avftee and
careless life lost his time, and left unto the WdHeir foolish pleasures.

But that we do not forget our loving Father, BrotieR. he after many painful Travels, and his fesis true
Instructions, returned again into Germany, the titie (by reason of the alterations which were $htotcome,
and of the strange and dangerous contentions)illgdavied: There, although he could have braggetth Wis Art,
but specially of the transmutations of Metals; giet he esteem more Heaven, and the Citizens thédvksof, then all
vain glory and pomp.

Nevertheless he builded a fitting and neat inh&bitain the which he ruminated his Voyage, andd3oiphy, and
reduced them together in a true Memorial. In tliede he spent a great time in the Mathematickspate many
fine Instruments, ex omnibus hujus artis partibhusereof there is but little remaining to us, aschder you shall
understand. After five years came again into hisdhthe wished for Reformation; and in regard hebdied of the
ayd and help of others, although he himself wasfphilusty, and unwearisom, he undertook, with edew
adjoyned with him, to attempt the same: wherefarelésired to that end, to have out of his firstySler (to the
which he bare a great affection) three of his BegithBrother G.V. Brother J.A. and Brother J.O. Wdesides that,
they had some more knowledg in the Arts, thenatttime many others had, he did binde those thné® himself,
to be faithful, diligent, and secret; as also toaat carefully to writing, all that which he shoutiitect and instruct
them in, to the end that those which were to cand,through especial Revelation should be receitedhis
Fraternity, might not be deceived of the leasabiik and word.

After this manner began the Fraternity of the R&¥iess; first, by four persons onely, and by theas wade the
Magical Language and writing, with a large Dictionavhich we yet dayly use to Gods praise and glang do
finde great wisdom therein; they made also thé fiest of the Book M: but in respect that the labais too heavy,
and the unspeakable concourse of the sick hindiezd,tand also whilst his new building (called Sesgiritus)
was now finished, they concluded to draw and recgat others more into their Fraternity; to thisl @as chosen
brother R.C. his deceased fathers brothers sothésrB. a skilful Painter, G. and P.D. their Seangtall Germains
except J.A. so in all they were eight in numbdrbatchelors and of vowed virginity, by those watiected a book
or volumn of all that which man can desire, wishhope for.

Although we do now freely confess, that the Wosldnuch amended within an hundred years, yet wasmared,
that our Axiomata shall unmovably remain unto therl¥s End, and also the world in her highest astiAge shall
not attain to see any thing else; for our Rotagdier beginning from that day when God spake BEiat,shall end
when he shall speak Pereat; yet Gods Clock strikeghy minute, where ours scarce striketh perfeatdr We also
stedfastly beleeve, that if our Brethren and Fathad lived in this our present and clear lightyttwvould more
roughly have handled the Pope, Mahomet, Scribdsstéyrand Sophisters, and had shewed themselves mo
helpful, not simply with sighs, and wishing of thend and consummation.



When now these eight Brethren had disposed andegt@dl things in such manner, as there was notmeed of
any great labour, and also that every one wascserffly instructed, and able perfectly to discowksecret and
manifest Philosophy, they would not remain any Emggether, but as in the beginning they had agtbey
separated themselves into several Countries, be¢hasnot only their Axiomata might in secret beren
profoundly examined by the learned, but that tieyrtselves, if in some Country or other they obskare/thing,
or perceived some Error, they might inform one hapbf it.

Their agreement was this: First, That none of tkould profess any other thing, then to cure tble sind that
gratis. 2. None of the Posterity should be consémito wear one certain kind of habit, but theteifollow the
custom of the Country. 3. That every year upordidne C. they should meet together at the houseiBtuSpor to
write the cause of his absence. 4. Every Brotheulshiook out for a worthy person, who after hisadiase might
succeed him. 5. The word C.R. should be their 3&atk, and Character. 6. The Fraternity should iersacret one
hundred years. These six Articles they bound thbmsene to another to keep; and five of the Beathdeparted,
only the Brethren B. and D. remained with the Fafra: R.C. a whole year; when these likewise depathen
remained by him his Cousen and Brother J.O. saihdiath all the days of his life with him two a$ Brethren.
And although that as yet the Church was not clehnsevertheless we know that they did think of hed with
what longing desire they looked for: Every yeawythesembled together with joy, and made a fulllcgmm of that
which they had done; there must certainly have lgeeat pleasure, to hear truly and without inventielated and
rehearsed all the Wonders which God hath pouretienat and there through the World. Every one médg ihout
for certain, that such persons as were sent, andddogether by God, and the Heavens, and chasgesf the
wisest of men, as have lived in many Ages, did together above all others in highest Unity, gretaBecrecy, and
most kindness one towards another.

After such a most laudable sort they did spend thais; and although they were free from all diesaand pain,
yet notwithstanding they could not live and passrttime appointed of God. The first of this Fraigy which dyed,
and that in England, was J.O. as Brother C. lorigrbéhad foretold him; he was very expert, and Vegined in
Cabala, as his Book called H. witnesseth: In Ergylasis much spoken of, and chiefly because hedausoung
Earl of Norfolk of the Leprosie. They had conclud#édht as much as possibly could be their buriat@lshould be
kept secret, as at this day it is not known untevhat is become of some of them, yet every oneseplas
supplyed with a fit successor; but this we wil aase publickly by these presents to the honourodf Ghat what
secret soever we have learned out of the book lhofagh before our eyes we behold the image arténpanf all
the world) yet are there not shewn unto us ourarishes, nor hour of death, the which only is knda&God
himself, who thereby would have us keep in a catimeadiness; but hereof more in our Confessidrereswe do
set down 37 Reasons wherefore we now do make koowhRraternity, and proffer such high Mysteriesfye and
without constraint and reward: also we do promiseengold then both the Indies bring to the Kingspfin; for
Europe is with child and will bring forth a stronbild, who shall stand in need of a great godfatlggit.

After the death of 1.O. Brother R.C. rested not, dsisoon as he could, called the rest togethed, da we suppose)
then his grave was made; although hitherto we (wéie the latest) did not know when our loving fatReC. died,
and had no more but the bare names of the begiraratsall their successors to us; yet there catoeour memory,
a secret, which through dark and hidden words spee@ches of the 100 years, brother A. the succes&br(who
was of the last and second row and successionhashtlved amongst many of us,) did impart unteihe third
row and succession; otherwise we must confessafteatthe death of the said A. none of us hadiinraanner
known anything of Brother R.C. and of his firstideV-brethren, then that which was extant of therotin
Philosophical Bibliotheca, amongst which our Axigenavas held for the chiefest Rota Mundi, for thesmo
artificial, and Protheus the most profitable. Likkss&vwe do not certainly know if these of the secand have been
of the like wisdom as the first, and if they wedardtted to all things. It shall be declared hereafd the gentle
Reader, not onely what we have heard of the bafiR.C. but also made manifest publickly by thee&ight,
sufferance and commandement of God, whom we mitsfufly obey, that if we shall be answered distheand
Christian-like, we will not be afraid to set fogplublickly in Print, our names, and sirnames, ouetings, or any
thing else that may be required at our hands.

Now the true and fundamental relation of the figdaut of the high illuminated man of God, Fra: @RS this;
After that A. in Gallia Narbonensi was deceasedntsuceeded in his place, our loving Brother Nil than after
he had repaired unto us to take the solemn odiladity and scerecy, he informed us bona fide, tThahad
comforted him in telling him, that this Fraterngkiould ere long not remain so hidden, but shoultblzdl the



whole German Nation helpful, needful, and commeteaif the which he was not in any wise in his &sta
ashamed of. The year following after he had peréatinis School right, and was minded now to traveing for
that purpose sufficiently provided with Fortunapusse, he thought (he being a good Architect) tier @lomething
of his building, and to make it more fit: in sua@newing he lighted upon the memorial Table whick east of
brasse, and containeth all the names of the bretti¢h some few other things; this he would transh another
more fitting vault: for where or when Fra: R.C.dli®r in what country he was buried, was by oudpoessors
concealed and unknown unto us. In this Table séugieat naile somewhat strong, so that when henithgorce
drawn out, he took with him an indifferent big staout of the thin wall, or plaistering of the hiddaéoor, and so
unlooked for uncovered the door; wherefore we dith yoy and longing throw down the rest of the walhd
cleared the door, upon which that was written eagjtetters, Post 120 annos patebo, with the yigtied_ord under
it: therefore we gave God thanks and let it rest #ame night, because first we would overlookRagam; but we
refer our selves again to the confession, for weahere publish is done for the help of those d@hatworthy, but to
the unworthy (God willing) it will be small profifor like as our door was after so many years wdntie
discovered, also there shall be opened a door topeywhen the wall is removed) which already dmhin to
appear, and with great desire is expected of many.

In the morning following we opened the door, aretéhappeared to our sight a Vault of seven sidésamers,
every side five foor broad, and the height of eiglot; Although the Sun never shined in this Van#tyertheless it
was enlightened with another sun, which had leathisdrom the Sun, and was scituated in the uppefrin the
Center of the sieling; in the midst, in stead dfcemb-stone, was a round Altar covered over withedepof brass,
and thereon this engraven:

A.C. R.C. Hoc universi compendium unius mihi sepulen feci.

Round about the first Circle or Brim stood,

Jesus mihi omnia.

In the middle were four figures, inclosed in cigjle&vhose circumscription was,

1. Nequaguam vacuum.
2. Legis Jugum.

3. Libertas Evangelij.

4. Dei gloria intacta.

This is all clear and bright, as also the seveiath and the two Heptagoni: so we kneeled altogetbhem, and gave
thanks to the sole wise, sole mighty, and solenat€tod, who hath taught us more then all mengeuitd have
found out, praised be his holy name. This Vaultpaged in three parts, the upper part or sieling wall or side,
the gound or floor.

Of the upper part you shall understand no mor¢ afthis time, but that it was divided accordingtie seven sides
in the triangle, which was in the bright centert tvhat therein is contained, you shall God williigat are desirous
of our society) behold the same with your own &ys;every side or wall is parted into ten squaggsry one with
their several figures and sentences, as theyaiesinewed, and set forth Concentratum here irbook.

The bottom again is parted in the triangle, butise therein is discribed the power and rule ofrifexior
Governors, we leave to manifest the same, fordétlre abuse by the evil and ungodly world. Butstnthat are
provided and stored with the heavenly Antidoteyttie without fear or hurt, tread on, and bruisehbead of the old
and evil serpent, which this our age is well fitted every side or wall had a door for a chesterein there lay
diverse things, especially all our books, whicheottise we had, besides the Vocabular of Theoph:HRarand
these which daily unfalsifieth we do participateerein also we found his Itinerarium, and vitam, mt¢eethis
relation for the most part is taken. In anotherstheere looking-glasses of divers virtues, as mismher places
were little bells, burning lamps, & chiefly wondeirartificial Songs; generally al done to that ettt if it should
happen after many hundred years, the Order orraiteshould come to nothing, they might by thisbnVault be
restored again.



Now as yet we had not seen the dead body of oafudaand wise father, we therfore removed the Adiside, there
we lifted up a strong plate of brass, and foundimaind worthy body, whole and unconsumed, asaheeds here
lively counterfeited, with all the Ornaments andivss; in his hand he held a parchment book, calléte which
next to the Bible, is our greatest treasure, whighht to be delivered to the censure of the waktdhe end of this
book standeth this following Elogium.

Granum pectori Jesu insitum.

C. Ros. C. ex nobili atque splendida Germaniae Ru@ilia oriundus, vir sui seculi divinis revelatibus
subtilissimis imaginationibus, indefessis laboriladscoelestia, atque humana mysteria ; arcanavessuisn
postquam suam (quam Arabico, & Africano itinerililalegerat) plusquam regiam, atque imperatoriama@azuo
seculo nondum convenientem, posteritati eruendatoalivisset et jam suarum Artium, ut et nominide$
acconjunctissimos herides instituisset, mundum tamuwmnibus motibus magno illi respondentem falssea
hocque tandem preteritarum, praesentium, et futorarerum compendio extracto, centenario majormorbo
(quem ipse nunquam corpore expertus erat, nungliasifestare sinebat) ullo pellente sed spirii Bvocante,
illuminatam animam (inter Fratrum amplexus et uétioscula) fidelissimo creatori Deo reddidissetePat
dilectissimus, Fra: suavissimus, praeceptor fidetisis amicus integerimus, a suis ad 120 annoshsimoaditus est.

Underneath they had subscribed themselves,

1. Fra: I.A. Fr.C.H. electione Fraternitatis caput.
2. Fr: G.V. M.P.C.

3. Fra: R.C. lunior haeres S. spiritus.

4. Fra: B.M. P.A. Pictor et Architectus.

5. Fr: G.G. M.P.Il. Cabalista.

Secundi Circuli.

1. Fra: P.A. Successor, Fr: 1.0. Mathematicus.
2. Fra: A. Successor, Fra. P.D.
3. Fra: R. Successor patris C.R.C. cum Christonipioant.

At the end was written :-
Ex Deo Nascimur, in Jesu morimur, per spiritum samcreviviscimus.

At that time was already dead Brother 1.0. and Bxabut their burial place where is it to be founad® doubt not
but our Fra: Senior hath the same, and some es$p@oig layd in Earth, and perhaps likewise hidder:also hope
that this our Example will stir up others more giflntly to enquire after their names (whom we haeeefore
published) and to search for the place of theirdbuior the most part of them, by reason of theactice and
physick, are yet known, and praised among veryald; so might perhaps our Gaza be enlarged, l@ast be
better cleared.

Concerning Minitum Mundum, we found it kept in amet little Altar, truly more finer than can be iniagd by any
understanding man; but we will leave him undesctjlmtill we shal truly be answered upon this ouethearted
Famam; and so we have covered it again with thtegland set the altar thereon, shut the doorpette it sure,
with all our seals; besides by instruction and c@mndof our Rota, there are come to sight some h@wkeng
which is contained M. (which were made in steatdmfsehold care by the praise-worthy M.P.) Finaléydeparted
the one from the other, and left the natural hieifsossession of our Jewels. And so we do expecatiswer and
judgment of the learned, or unlearned.

Howbeit we know after a time there wil now be ag@hreformation, both of divine and humane thireggording
to our desire, and the expectation of others:tfefitting, that before the rising of the Sun,rthehould appear and
break forth Aurora, or some clearness, or divightlin the sky; and so in the mean time some felwichvshall give
their names, may joyn together, thereby to incréfaseumber and respect of our Fraternity, and rnadkappy and
wished for beginning of our Philosophical Canongspribed to us by our brother R.C. and be parsakih us of



our treasures (which never can fail or be wasted)lihumility, and love to be eased of this worasor, and not
walk so blindly in the knowledge of the wonderfubrks of God.

But that also every Christian may know of what Bieln and belief we are, we confess to have the letye of
Jesus Christ (as the same now in these last dagshéefly in Germany, most clear and pure is msée, and is
now adays cleansed and voyd of all swerving pedfeeeticks, and false Prophets,) in certain anda@ountries
maintained, defended and propagated: Also we usé&Streraments, as they are instituted with all Fants
Ceremonies of the first renewed Church. In Polittaacknowledge the Roman Empire and Quartam Moizarch
for our Christian head; albeit we know what altienas be at hand, and would fain impart the samk alltour
hearts, to other godly learned men; notwithstandimghand-writing which is in our hands, no manc@pt God
alone) can make it common, nor any unworthy peirsale to bereave us of it. But we shall help sitleret aid
this so good a cause, as God shal permit or himsldfor our God is not blinde, as the HeathensuRartbut is the
Churches Ornament, and the honor of the Temple RBilosophy also is not a new Invention, but asmddter his
fall hath received it, and as Moses and Solomod itsalso she ought not much to be doubted ofomtradicted
by other opinions, or meanings; but seeing thétisipeaceable, brief, and always like herselflithings, and
especially accorded by with Jesus in omni parteadintiembers. And as he is the true Image of thidfaso is she
his Image; It shall not be said, this is true adawg to Philosophy, but true according to Theolpdird wherein
Plato, Aristotle, Pythagoras and others did hitrttagk, and wherein Enoch, Abraham, Moses, Solonmbextel;
but especially wherewith that wonderful book thélBiagreeth. All that same concurreth together,raakie a
Sphere or Globe, whose total parts are equidiftamt the Center, as hereof more at large and maie ghal be
spoken of in Christianly Conference.

But now concerning (and chiefly in this our aged tmgodly and accursed Gold-making, which hathegasb much
the upper hand, whereby under colour of it, mamagates and roguish people do use great villaarescozen and
abuse the credit, which is given them: yea now adagn of discretion do hold the transmutation oftis to be
the highest point, and fastigium in Philosophys tkiall their intent, and desire, and that God ld/dne most
esteemed by them, and honored, which could maks grere of Gold, and in abundance, the which with
unpremeditate prayers, they hope to attain of kreoaving God, and searcher of all hearts: we tlweeetio by these
presents publickly testifie, That the true Phildsers are far of another minde, esteeming littlentlaéing of Gold,
which is but a parergon; for besides that they taatfeousand better things.

And we say with our loving Father R.C.C. Phy: amneuisi quantum aurum, for unto them the whole reatsir
detected: he doth not rejoyce, that he can makd,@al that, as saith Christ, the devils are olmdieto him; but
is glad that he seeth the Heavens open, and thel$&\o§God ascending and descending, and his naitierwin
the book of life. Also we do testifie that undee thame of Chymia many books and pictures are sétifo
Contumeliam gloriae Dei, as we wil name them inrtHae season, and wil give to the pure-heartedtal@gue, or
Register of them: And we pray all learned men ke taeed of these kinde of Books; for the enemy nmateth,
but soweth his weeds, til a stronger one dothitamit. So according to the wil and meaning of RZ&R.C. we his
brethren request again all the learned in Europe, stal read (sent forth in five languages) thiskamam and
Confessionem, that it would please them with goelibdration to ponder this our offer, and to examimost nearly
and most sharply their Arts, and behold the preterat with all diligence, and to declare their meneither
Cummunicate consilio, or singulatim by Print.

And although at this time we make no mention eitifeyur names, or meetings, yet nevertheless evagg opinion
shal assuredly come to our hands, in what langsageer it be; nor any body shal fail, who so giveshis name
to speak with some of us, either by word of moottelse if there be some lett in writing. And thie say for a
truth, That whosoever shall earnestly, and fromhie@rt, bear affection unto us, it shal be beraftoi him in
goods, body and soul; but he that is false-heaaednely greedy of riches, the same first of biIsiot be able in
any manner of wise to hurt us, but bring him teuttiine and destruction. Also our building (altbbwne hundred
thousand people had very near seen and beheldite) shall for ever remain untouched, undestroged hidden
to the wicked world, sub umbra alarum tuarum Jehova



Confessio Fraternitatis

The second Rosicrucian manifesto, @enfessio fraternitatiswas first published in 1615 in Latin (togethettwi
the Consideratio brevisand later that same year in German. Although sa@euscripts exist of English
translations dating from the 1620's, an Englistsieer was not published till 1652. This was issuedar the name
of Thomas Vaughan, the alchemical writer.

| am indebted t&evin Dayfor allowing me to use his transcription.

Back to Rosicrucian texts

Confessio Fraternitatis
or

The Confession of the Laudable Fraternity of the Most
Honorable Order

of the Rosy Cross, Written to All the Learned of Europe

Whatsoever is published, and made known to everyareerning our Fraternity, by the foresaid Faletano man
esteem lightly of it, nor hold it as an idle or @mted thing, and much less receive the same, agttibwere only a
mere conceit of ours. It is the Lord Jehovah (wégirsg the Lord's Sabbath is almost at hand, aneéed again,
his period or course being finished, to his firsgimning) doth turn about the course of Nature;whdt heretofore
hath been sought with great pains, and daily lghlieurow manifested unto those who make small atcau
scarcely once think upon it; but those which deisjrieéis in a manner forced and thrust upon thérat thereby the
life of the godly may be eased of all their toiddabour, and be no more subject to the stormsanfristant
Fortune; but the wickedness of the ungodly therglity their due and deserved punishment, be augrdeard
multiplied.

Although we cannot be by any suspected of the learstsy, or of any wicked beginning, or purposeregahe
worldly government, we do condemn the East and\fbst (meaning the Pope and Mahomet) blasphemeirssaga
our Lord Jesus Christ, and offer and present wigbad will to the chief head of the Roman Empire jpuayers,
secrets, and great treasures of gold.

Yet we have thought good, and fit for the learnsdlees, to add somewhat more to this, and mak#ex be
explanation if there be anything too deep, hidéed, set down over dark in the Fama, or for cer@@sons were
altogether omitted, and left out; hoping herewité tearned will be more addicted unto us, and baenfar more fit
and willing for our purpose.

Concerning the alteration and amendment of Phillogowe have (as much as this present is needftilyismtly
declared, to wit, that the same is altogether veaakfaulty; yet we doubt not, although the most fasely do
allege that she (I know not how) is sound and sfrget notwithstanding she fetches her last braathis
departing.

But as commonly, even in the same place or countisre there breaketh forth a new a unaccustomedshs
Nature also there discovereth a medicine agaiestame; so there doth appear for so manifold iftiemof
Philosophy the right means, and unto our Patrificseritly offered, whereby she may become soundragehich is
now to be renewed and altogether new.

No other Philosophy we have, than that which ishsad and sum, the foundations and contents tdallties,
sciences, and arts, the which (if we will behold age) containeth much of Theology and medicine|ittle of the
wisdom of the law, and doth diligently search blegtaven and earth: or, to speak briefly thereofctviioth
manifest and declare sufficiently Man, whereofi@dirned who will make themselves known unto us,@mde into
our brotherhood, shall find more wonderful seckstsis than heretofore they did attain unto, andkdilw, or are
able to believe or utter.

Wherefore, to declare briefly our meaning herea,ought to labour carefully that there be not anlyondering at
our meeting and adhortation, but that likewise yore may know, that although we do not lightly esteand



regard such mysteries and secrets, we nevertheidds it fit, that the knowledge thereof be martédsand
revealed to many.

For it is to be taught and believed, that this aninoped (for), willing offer will raise many andvers thoughts in
men, unto whom (as yet) be unknown Miranda sexaiagor those which by reason of the course efithrld,
esteem the things to come like unto the presedtaam hindered through all manner of importunigéthis our
time, so that they live no otherwise in the wotldin blind fools, who can, in the clear sun-shiag discern and
know nothing, than only by feeling.

Now concerning the first part, we hold this, tha meditations, knowledge and inventions of ouirig\Christian
Father (of all that, which from the beginning of tivorld, Man's wisdom, either through God's revetator
through the service of the angels and spiritshayugh the sharpness and depth of understandirtigrargh long
observation, use, and experience, hath found mutnied, brought forth, corrected, and till nowhhiagen
propagated and transplanted) are so excellenthwartd great, that if all books should perish, bpdsod's
almighty sufferance, all writings and all learnirgf®uld be lost, yet the posterity will be ableyathlereby to lay a
new foundation, and bring truth to light again; thieich perhaps would not be so hard to do as ifshweild begin
to pull down and destroy the old ruinous buildiagd then to enlarge the fore court, afterwardsgights into the
lodgings, and then change the doors, stair, anet ¢tlings according to our intention.

But to whom would not this be acceptable, for tonisnifested to everyone rather that to have it keptspared, as
an especial ornament for the appointed time to Gome

Wherefore should we not with all our hearts rest main in the only truth (which men through sagna
erroneous and crooked ways do seek) if it had plelgised God to lighten unto us the sixth Candeit?ilVere it
not good that we needed not to care, not to feagéw) poverty, sickness and age?

Were it not a precious thing, that you could alwiayes so, as if you had lived from the beginninglodé world, and,
moreover, as you should still live to the end tbéaNere it not excellent you dwell in one pladgttneither the
people which dwell beyond the River Ganges in titbels could Hide anything, nor those which in Paight be
able to keep secret their counsels from thee?

Were it not a precious thing, that you could sarieaone only book, and withal by reading underdtand
remember, all that which in all other books (whidretofore have been, and are now, and hereatitrceime out)
hath been, is, and shall be learned and foundfabem?

How pleasant were it, that you could so sing, ihstiead of stony rocks you could draw the pearts@ecious
stones, instead of wild beasts, spirits, and inktédnellish Pluto, move the might princes of therid.

O ye people, God's counsel is far otherwise, whb bancluded now to increase and enlarge the nuoftmir
Fraternity, the which we with such joy have undegta as we have heretofore obtained this greatureavithout
our merits, yea without our hopes, and thoughtd,mmpose with the like fidelity to put the samepmactice, that
neither the compassion nor pity of our own childfehich some of us in the Fraternity have) shadhvdus from it,
because we know these unhoped for goods cannahbgted, nor by chance be obtained.

If there be somebody now, which on the other sidlecamplain of our discretion, that we offer oneésure so
freely, and without any difference to all men, alwdnot rather regard and respect more the godiynésl, wise, or
princely persons, than the common people; thosdongot contradict, seeing it is not a slight ansiyematter; but
withal we signify so much, that our Arcana or s&kill no ways be common, and generally made known
Although the Fama be set forth in five languages, ia manifested to everyone, yet we do partly weeil know
that the unlearned and gross wits will not receiweregard the same; as also the worthiness oétiwbe shall be
accepted into our Fraternity are not esteemed aod/k of us by Man's carefulness, but by the Ruleunf
Revelation and Manifestation. Wherefore if the urtiwp cry and call a thousand times, or if they kb#er and
present themselves to us a thousand times, yeh@&hdcommanded our ears, that they should hearafachem:
yea God hath so compassed us about with his clthats,into us his servants no violence or forcebsadone or
committed; wherefore we neither can be seen or krimpwanybody, except he had the eyes of an eddiath been
necessary that the Fama be set forth in everyoraliser tongue, because those should not be deftaafdhe
knowledge thereof, whom (although they be unlegr@atl hath not excluded from the happiness offrégernity,
the which shall be divided and parted into certigrees; as those which dwell in the city of Damagc Arabia,
who have a far different politick order from théet Arabians. For there do govern only wise ancetstdnding
men, who by the king's permission make particidarst according unto which example also the govemrsigall
be instituted in Europe (whereof we have a dedoripget down by our Christianly Father) when fisstione and
come to pass that which is to precede. And theniteéur Trumpet shall publicly sound with a loudisd, and
great noise, when namely the same (which at tlesemt is shown by few, and is secretly, as a turpme,
declared in figures and pictures) shall be freeutalicly proclaimed, and the whole world shallfttled withal.
Even in such manner as heretofore, many godly peuple secretly and altogether desperately pugttbd Rope's



tyranny, which afterwards, with great, earnest, @sgkecial zeal in Germany, was thrown from his, seat trodden
underfoot, whose final fall is delayed, and keptdar times, when he also shall be scratched icegiavith nails,
and an end be made of his ass's cry, by a new.vbimewhich we know is already reasonable mangadtknown
to many learned men in Germany, as their writing$ secret congratulations do sufficiently withdss $ame.

We could here relate and declare what all the tfnoen the year of Our Lord 1378 (in which year @hristian
Father was born) till now, hath happened, wherenight rehearse what alterations he hath seen setbee
hundred and six years of his life, which he hathteeour breathren and us after his decease taspeBut brevity,
which we do observe, will not permit at this pradermake rehearsal of it, till a more fit time. this time it is
enough for those which do not despise our dectaratiaving therefore briefly touched it, therebytepare the
way for their acquaintance and friendship with us.

Yet to whom it is permitted that he may see, amdie instruction use, those great letters andasdtars which the
Lord god hath written and imprinted in heaven aadtes edifice, through the alteration of governmeinich hath
been from time to time altered and reviewed, tmess already (although as yet unknown to himsmifs. And as
we know he will not despise our inviting and cailiso none shall fear any deceit, for we promigseapenly say,
that no man's uprightness and hopes shall deceiveAhosoever shall make himself known unto us utide seal
of secrecy, and desire our Fraternity.

But to the false hypocrites, and to those that stledr things than wisdom, we say and witness bgdlpresents
publicly, we cannot be made known, and be betrayed them; and much less they shall be able todwiany
manner of way without the will of God; but they Blertainly be partakers of all the punishmentlsgoof in our
Fama; so their wicked counsels shall light upomifelves, and our treasures shall remain untouahediastirred,
until the Lion doth come, who will ask them for hise, and employ them for the confirmation anddistament of
his kingdom. We ought therefore here to observé, wnatl make it known unto everyone, that God hatitainly
and most assuredly concluded to send and grahetworld before her end, which presently thereugiail ensue,
such a truth, light, life, and glory, as the finsan Adam had, which he lost in Paradise, after whis successors
were put and driven, with him, to misery. Whereftdrere shall cease all servitude, falsehood, éied,darkness,
which by little and little, with the great world'svolution, was crept into all arts, works, and ggmments of men,
and have darkened the most part of them. For fhende are proceeded an innumerable sort of all enarfrialse
opinions and heresies, that scarce the wisest wial able to know whose doctrine and opinion reukhfollow
and embrace, and could not well and easily be disde seeing on the one part they were detainadehéd, and
brought into errors through the respect of theqsiaphers and learned men, and on the other patighitrue
experience. All the which, when it shall once beleshed and removed, and instead thereof a rigthtiaue rule
instituted, then there will remain thanks unto thehich have taken pains therein. But the work ftskall be
attributed to the blessedness of our age.

As we now willingly confess, that may principal meytheir writings will be a great furtherance utics
Reformation which is to come; so we desire notaweeithis honour ascribed to us, as if such worlevoaty
commanded and imposed upon us. But we confessyiaimelss openly with the Lord Jesus Christ, thahdll first
happen that the stones shall arise, and offer slegirice, before there shall be any want of exeswod
accomplishers of God's counsel; yea, the Lord Gl &lready sent before certain messengers, whialid testify
his will, to wit, some new stars, which do appead are seen in the firmament in Serpentario anch@yghich
signify and give themselves known to everyone, tiway are powerful Signacula of great weighty matt&o then,
the secret his writings and characters are mostssecy for all such things which are found out nmAlthough
that great book of nature stands open to all menthere are but few that can read and understengame. For as
there is given to man two instruments to hearwike two to see, and two to smell, but only onspeak, and it
were but vain to expect speech from the ears, atifge from the eyes. So there hath been ages estivhich have
seen, there have also been ages that have healt, amd tasted. Now there remains yet that whickhiort time,
honour shall be likewise given to the tongue, apthie same; what before times hath been seen, faatdmelt,
now finally shall be spoken and uttered forth, wkieamWorld shall awake out of her heavy and droslsgp, and
with an open heart, bare-head, and bare-foot, sfeitily and joyfully meet the new arising Sun.

These characters and letters, as God hath heraaredincorporated them in the Holy Scriptures,Bli#e, so hath
he imprinted them in all beasts. So that like asntfathematician and astronomer can long beforars&now the
eclipses which are to come, so we may verily fooskand foresee the darkness of obscurations athech, and
how long they shall last. From the which characteretters we have borrowed our magic writing, Aage found
out, and made, a new language for ourselves, iwkheh withal is expressed and declared the naified things.
So that it is no wonder that we are not so elogireather languages, the which we know that theyadtogether
disagreeing to the language of our forefathers,dad Enoch, and were through the Babylonical coiafu
wholly hidden.



But we must also let you understand that thergsergeome Eagles' Feathers in our way, the whichier our
purpose. Wherefore we do admonish everyone fogdd diligently and continually the Holy Bible, foe that
taketh all his pleasures therein, he shall knowliegprepared for himself an excellent way to cooneur
Fraternity. For as this is the whole sum and cdraéour rule, that every letter or character whigin the world
ought to be learned and regarded well; so thoskkarento us, and are very near allied unto usy dt make the
Holy Bible a rule of their life, and an aim and esfcall their studies: yea to let it be a compendiand content of
the whole world. And not only to have it continyalth the mouth, but to know how to apply and dirtaet true
understanding of it to all times and ages of theldva\Iso, it is hot our custom to prostitute andka so common
the Holy Scriptures; for there are innumerable expulers of the same; some alleging and wrestirmgsetve for
their opinion, some to scandal it, and most wickeld like it to a nose of wax, which alike shouéahee the divines,
philosophers, physicians, and mathematicians, agalhthe which we do openly witness and acknogéedhat
from the beginning of the world there hath not bgen unto men a more worthy, a more excellerd, mnre
admirable and wholesome Book than the Holy BiblesBed is he that hath the same, yet more blessexviho
reads it diligently, but most blessed of all isthat truly understandeth the same, for he is nikstbd God, and
doth truly understandeth the same, for his mosttikGod, and doth come most near to him. But valeaesr hath
been said in the Fama concerning the deceiverastghie transmutation of metals, and the highesliaite in the
world, the same is thus to be understood, thatsthigreat gift of God we do in no manner set aghguor dispise it.
But because she bringeth not with her always tloeviedge of Nature, but this bringeth forth not omigdicine, but
also maketh manifest and open unto us innumerabkets and wonders. Therefore it is requisite, Weabe earnest
to attain to the understanding and knowledge dbpbphy. And moreover, excellent wits ought nobéodrawn to
the tincture of metals, before they be exerciseltliwéhe knowledge of Nature. He must needs b@aaatiable
creature, who is come so far, that neither povestysickness can hurt him, yea, who is exalted aladivother men,
and hath rule over that, the which doth anguighylite and pain others, yet will give himself ag@indle things, as
to build houses, make wars, and use al manneridg,drecause he hath gold and silver infinite store

God is far otherwise pleased, for he exalteth aindyl, and pulleth down the proud with disdain; tose which are
of few works, he sendeth his holy Angel to speathwhiem, but the unclean babblers he driveth innitderness
and solitary places. The which is the right rewafrthe Romish seducers, who have vomited forthr thleisphemies
against Christ, and as yet do not abstain fronr ties in this clear shining light. In Germany #ikir abominations
and detestable tricks have been disclosed, thedlizgne may fully fulfill the measure of sin, anda near to the
end of his punishment. Therefore one day it wilheoto pass, that the mouth of those vipers wiktopped and the
triple crown will be brought to nought, as therabbur meeting shall more plain and at large beodissed.

For conclusion of our Confession, we must earnestiyonish you, that you put away, if not all, yet thost books
written by false Alchemists, who do think it bujest, or a pastime, when they either misuse thg Mohity, when
they do apply it to vain things, or deceive thegleavith most strange figures, and dark sentencdspeeches,
and cozen the simple of their money; as there aneadays too many such books set forth, which thentynof
man's welfare doth daily, and will to the end, niéingmong the good seed, thereby to make the Tratk difficult
to be believed, which in herself is simple, easyl maked, but contrarily Falsehood is proud, haygrd coloured
with a kind of lustre of seeming godly and of humavisdom. Ye that are wise eschew such books,wandinto
us, who seek not your moneys, but offer unto yostmdllingly our great treasures. We hunt not aftear goods
with invented lying tinctures, but desire to makeiypartakes of our goods. We speak unto you bybpesabut
would willingly bring you to the right, simple, gaand ingenuous exposition, understanding, deateraand
knowledge of all secrets. We desire not to be weckby you, but invite you unto our more than kingbuses and
palaces, and that verily not by our own proper omgtbut (that you likewise may know it) as forcedauit, by the
instigation of the Spirit of God, by his admonitim@mnd by the occasion of this present time.

What think you, loving people, and how seem yoea#d, seeing that you now understand and knowwha
acknowledge ourselves truly and sincerely to pofélsrist, condemn the Pope, addict ourselves ttrilee
Philosophy, lead a Christian life, and daily califreat and invite many more unto our Fraternitgpwhom the
same Light of God likewise appeareth? Considernatiat length how you might begin with us, not obojy
pondering the Gifts which are in you, and by exgree which you have in the word of God, besidectireful
consideration of the imperfection of all arts, anany other unfitting things, to seek for an amenointigerein; to
appease God, and to accommodate you for the tineeeivhyou live. Certainly if you will perform thame, this
profit will follow, that all those goods which Natihath in all parts of the world wonderfully disped, shall at one
time altogether be given unto you, and shall eaigpurden you of all that which obscureth the us@ading of
man, and hindereth the working thereof, like uhi® ¥ain eccentrics and epicycles.

But those pragmatical and busy-headed men, wherediie blinded with the glittering of gold, or €ay more truly)
who are now honest, but by; thinking such gredtescshould never fail, might easily be corrupted, lrought to



idleness, and to riotous proud living, those werdebat they would not trouble us with their idied vain crying.
But let them think, that although there be a meditd be had which might fully cure all diseasesemtheless
those whom God hath destined to plague with disgamverthelesss those whom God hath destineddgoi@with
diseases, and to keep under the rod of correctiaih shall never obtain any such medicine.

Even in such manner, although we might enrich thelevworld, and endue them with learning, and miglgase it
from innumerable miseries, yet shall we never baifasted and made known unto any many, withouetpecial
pleasure of God; yea, it shall be so far from hihosoever thinks to get the benefit and be partakeur riches
and knowledge, without and against the will of Gibdit he shall sooner lose his life in seeking semtching for us,
than to find us, and attain to come to the wishmgpimess of the Fraternity of the Rosy Cross.

Chymical Wedding - First Day

This version was edited, from the Foxcroft Engkslition of 1690, into modern English by Adam McLeam
Deirdre Green, and formed the basis of the Magnypmsdition, publihsed in 1984.

Go to the Second Day

. Back to Rosicrucian page

On an evening before Easter Day, | sat at a table having (as my custom was) in my humble praygicgently
conversed with my Creator, and considered manyt gngateries (whereof the Father of Lights his Majdmd
shown me not a few) and being now ready to prejpangy heart, together with my dear Paschal Langmall,
unleavened, undefiled cake; all of a sudden aro$wgible a tempest, that | imagined no othertbat through its
mighty force, the hill on which my little house wiaginded would fly into pieces.

But inasmuch as this, and the like from the Dewth¢ had done me many a spite) was no new thingetd ook
courage, and persisted in my meditation, till soouisbin an unusual manner touched me on the backreupon |
was so hugely terrified, that | dared hardly lobloat me; yet | showed myself as cheerful as (ilsagcurrences)
human frailty would permit. Now the same thingldtilitching me several times by the coat, | lookegtk, and
behold it was a fair and glorious lady, whose gartmievere all sky-coloured, and curiously (like Heay
bespangled with golden stars; in her right handbgite a trumpet of beaten gold, on which a Nameemgsaved
which | could well read but am as yet forbiddemeweal it. In her left hand she had a great buatiletters of all
languages, which she (as | afterwards understoad)tavcarry to all countries. She also had largebaautiful
wings, full of eyes throughout, with which she abutount aloft, and fly swifter than any eagle.

I might perhaps have been able to take furthecedf her, but because she stayed so little tintte mve, and terror
and amazement still possessed me, | had to bertoRter as soon as | turned about, she turnecekters over and
over, and at length drew out a small one, whiclhngieat reverence she laid down upon the tablewéthdut
giving one word, departed from me. But in her minghtipward, she gave so mighty a blast on her igattampet,
that the whole hill echoed from it, and for a fgilarter of an hour after, | could hardly hear myhomords.

In so unlooked for an adventure | was at a loss, &ither to advise or to assist my poor self, draddfore fell upon
my knees and besought my Creator to permit notbdmgrary to my eternal happiness to befall me. \&teon
with fear and trembling, | went to the letter, whiwas now so heavy, that had it been mere gololildchardly
have been so weighty. Now as | was diligently vieyit, | found a little seal, on which a curiougss with this
inscription, IN HOC SIGNO VINCES, was engraved.

Now as soon as | espied this sign | was the manganted, as not being ignorant that such a seallitizes
acceptable, and much less useful, to the Devil.rdlipon | tenderly opened the letter, and withiimian azure
field, in golden letters, found the following vesseritten.

This day, today

Is the Royal Wedding day.

For this thou wast born

And chosen of God for joy

Thou mayest go to the mountain
Whereon three temples stand,
And see there this affair.

Keep watch

Inspect thyself



And shouldst thou not bathe thoroughly
The Wedding may work thy bane.

Bane comes to him who faileth here
Let him beware who is too light.

Below was written : Sponsus and Sponsa.

As soon as | had read this letter, | was presdikiyto have fainted away, all my hair stood on,eantd a cold sweat
tricked down my whole body. For although | well peived that this was the appointed wedding, of visieven
years before | was acquainted in a bodily visiow @which now for so long a time | had with greatnestness
awaited, and which lastly, by the account and datmn of the planets, | had most diligently obsetyl found so to
be, yet could | never foresee that it must happeteusuch grievous perilous conditions. For whetdegore
imagined, that to be a welcome and acceptable guestded only to be ready to appear at the wegddliwas now
directed to Divine Providence, of which until thisie | was never certain.

| also found by myself, the more | examined my,gbkit in my head there was nothing but gross ndiststanding,
and blindness in mysterious things, so that | wasable to comprehend even those things which taleumy feet,
and which | daily conversed with, much less thsftiduld be born to the searching out and understgrafithe
secrets of Nature, since in my opinion Nature m&tdrywhere find a more virtuous disciple, to whimnentrust
her precious, though temporary and changeablesures.

| found also that my bodily behaviour, and outwgeosd conversation, and brotherly love towards mighisour,
was not duly purged and cleansed. Moreover théiniglof the flesh manifested itself, whose affentias bent
only to pomp and bravery, and worldly pride, antltoahe good of mankind: and | was always conigvinow by
this art | might in a short time abundantly inceeasy profit and advantage, rear up stately palanage myself an
everlasting name in the world, and other similanahdesigns. But the obscure words concerninghttee temples
particularly afflicted me, which | was not ablert@ke out by any after-speculation, and perhapsldhmmt have
done so yet, had they not been wonderfully revetdede.

Thus stuck between hope and fear, examining myagelin and again, and finding only my own frailhda
impotence, not being in any way able to succouraifiyand exceedingly amazed at the forementioneghtaning,
at length | betook myself to my usual and most s=course - after | had finished my earnest and fieogent
prayer, | laid myself down in my bed, so that parate my good angel by the Divine permission migipear, and
(as it had sometimes formerly happened) instrucimtleis doubtful affair. Which to the praise of Ggany own
good, and my neighbours' faithful and hearty wagrdind amendment, did now likewise come about.

For | was yet scarcely fallen asleep, when | thotigdt |, together with an innumerable multituderan, lay
fettered with great chains in a dark dungeon, irctyhwithout the least glimpse of light, we swarnliéd bees one
over another, and thus rendered each other'stafflimore grievous. But although neither | nor afiyhe rest
could see one jot, yet | continually heard one lrepliimself above the other, when his chains attdriehad
become ever so slightly lighter, though none dfiad much reason to shove up above the other, siaceere all
captive wretches.

Now when | with the rest had continued a good winilthis affliction, and each was still reproachthg other with
his blindness and captivity, at length we heardyraimpets sounding together and kettle drums bgéti such a
masterly fashion, that it even revived us in odacdaty and made us rejoice. During this noise theec of the
dungeon was lifted up from above, and a little tiiilgh down to us. Then first might truly have bekscerned the
bustle we kept, for all went pell-mell, and he wierchance had heaved himself up too much, wasdateen
again under the others' feet. In brief, each omstto be uppermost. Neither did | myself lindart with my
weighty fetters slipped up from under the rest, #neth heaved myself upon a stone, which | laid ledidhowbeit, |
was caught at several times by others, from whanagevell as | might, | still guarded myself witarids and feet.
For we imagined no other but that we should akdteat liberty, which yet fell out quite otherwise.

For after the nobles who looked upon us from alibx@ugh the hole had recreated themselves a wiititeour
struggling and lamenting, a certain hoary-head@icanman called to us to be quiet, and havingcatpiobtained
this, began (as | still remember) to speak on thus:

If the poor human race

Were not so arrogant

It would have been given much good

From my mother's heritage,

But because the human race will not take heed



It lies in such straits

And must be held in prison.

And yet my dearest mother

Will not regard their mischief,

She leaves her lovely gifts

That many a man might come to the light,
Though this may chance but seldom
That they be better prized

Nor reckoned as mere fable.

Therefore in honour of the feast
Which we shall hold today,

That her grace may be multiplied
A good work will she do :

The rope will now be lowered
Whoever may hang on to it

He shall be freed.

He had scarcely finished speaking when an anciattom commanded her servants to let down the eorens
times into the dungeon, and draw up whosoever doaitd) upon it. Good God! that | could sufficierdkyscribe the
hurry and disquiet that then arose amongst ug\veryone strove to get to the cord, and yet ontdédiied each
other. But after seven minutes a sign was givea lityle bell, whereupon at the first pull the sants drew up four.
At that time | could not get very near the cordyihg (as is beforementioned) to my huge misfortretaken
myself to a stone at the wall of the dungeon; &edeby | was made unable to get to the cord whidtehded in
the middle.

The cord was let down the second time, but mangaumee their chains were too heavy, and their hizrdtender,
could not keep their hold on the cord, but withntiselves beat down many another who else perhags hage
held fast enough; nay, many a one was forciblyggudiff by another, who yet could not himself geit,ado
mutually envious were we even in this our greatemnyisBut they of all others most moved my compassibose
weight was so heavy that they tore their very hdrats their bodies, and yet could not get up. Tiheeme to pass
that at those five times very few were drawn ug.&%soon as the sign was given, the servantssgeménble at
drawing the cord up, that the most part tumbledgyen another, and the cord, this time especiais drawn up
very empty.

Whereupon the greatest part, and even | myselfiaesi of redemption, and called upon God that belavhave
pity on us, and (if possible) deliver us out okthbscurity; who then also heard some of us. Femvwhe cord came
down the sixth time, some of them hung themselassupon it; and whilst being drawn up, the cordrsgvfrom
one side to the other, and (perhaps by the wiod) came to me, and | suddenly caught it, upperatosve all the
rest, and so at length beyond hope came out. Attwihiejoiced exceedingly, so that | did not pereehe wound
which during the drawing up | had received on mgdch&om a sharp stone, until I, with the rest wrereweleased
(as was always done before) had to help with thergd and last pull; at which time through stragnithe blood
ran down all over my clothes, which | neverthelessause of my joy did not take notice of. Now whenlast
drawing up on which the most of all hung was fieidhthe matron caused the cord to be laid asideasked her
aged son to declare her resolution to the redteoptisoners, who after he had thought a littlekepthus unto them.

Ye childer dear

Ye who are here,

It is completed

What long hath been known,

The great favour which my mother
Hath here shown you twain

Ye should not disdain :

A joyful time shall soon be come.
When each shall be the other's equal,
No one be poor or rich,

And who was given great commands
Must bring much with him now,



And who was much entrusted with
Stripped to the skin will be,
Wherefore leave off your lamentation
Which is but for a few days.

As soon as he had finished these words, the coaeragain put to and locked down, and the trumpetkattie-
drums began afresh, yet the noise of them coulth@ad loud but that the bitter lamentation ofghieoners which
arose in the dungeon was heard above all, which also caused my eyes to run over.

Presently afterwards the ancient matron, togetlitr tver son, sat down on seats before prepareds@ndhanded
the redeemed should be told. Now as soon as shedmanded everyone's name, which were also wdtiem by
a little page; having viewed us all, one after arotshe sighed, and spoke to her son, so thaild ecell hear her,
"Ah, how heartily | am grieved for the poor mentle dungeon! | would to God | could release thelt al

To which her son replied, "It is, mother, thus anéd by God, against whom we may not contend. Ifngee all of
us lords, and possessed all the goods upon Eadhyere seated at table, who would there then beig up the
service?"

Whereupon his mother held her peace, but soonstfeesaid, "Well, however, let these be freed ftioair fetters,”
which was likewise presently done, and | was tedacept a few; yet | could not refrain (thougtiill looked
upon the rest) but bowed myself before the anei@iton, and thanked God that through her, he haciaysly and
fatherly vouchsafed to bring me out of such darknet the light. After me the rest did likewise,the satisfaction
of the matron.

Lastly, to everyone was given a piece of gold foermembrance, and to spend by the way, on theidaetwhich
was stamped the rising sun, and on the otherr@mémber) these three letters, D.L.S.; and thehesvieryone had
license to depart, and was sent to his own businigsghis annexed limitation, that we to the glafyGod should
benefit our neighbours, and reserve in silence wigahad been entrusted with; which we also promisetb, and
so departed one from another. But because of thmagwhich the fetters had caused me, | could edtgo
forward, but halted on both feet, which the mafpoesently espying, laughing at it, and calling rgeaia to her said
thus to me: "My son, do not let this defect afflyolu, but call to mind your infirmities, and therigwthank God
who has permitted you even in this world, and inrystate of imperfection, to come into so highghtj and keep
these wounds for my sake."

Whereupon the trumpets began to sound again, vgaich me such a shock that | woke up, and thenpinsteived
that it was only a dream, but it so strongly imgegsmy imagination that | was still perpetuallyutoted about it,
and | thought I still felt the wounds on my feebwhbeit, by all these things | understood well tGad had
vouchsafed that | should be present at this mysisrand bidden wedding. Wherefore with childlikefidence |
returned thanks to his Divine Majesty, and besotghtthat he would further preserve me in feariof,lthat he
would daily fill my heart with wisdom and understiiimg, and at length graciously (without deserting) wonduct
me to the desired end.

Hereupon | prepared myself for the way, put on nmtevlinen coat, girded my loins, with a blood-médsbon bound
cross-ways over my shoulder. In my hat | stuck feuat roses, so that | might sooner be noticed astdhg throng
by this token. For food | took bread, salt and watdich by the counsel of an understanding peftdd at certain
times used, not without profit, in similar occurces.

But before | left my cottage, | first, in this myeds and wedding garment, fell down upon my kneed besought
God that in case such a thing were, he would vafehsie a good issue. And thereupon in the pressiGed |
made a vow that if anything through his grace sthéwa revealed to me, | would employ it to neithgrawn
honour nor my own authority in the world, but te tpreading of his Name, and the service of myhieigr. And
with this vow, and good hope, | departed out ofaaly with joy.

Chymical Wedding - Second Day

Go to the Third DayBack to Rosicrucian page

I had hardly got out of my cell into a forest wHethought the whole heaven and all the elementsatr@cdy
trimmed themselves in preparation for this weddiay. even the birds chanted more pleasantly théordseand the
young fawns skipped so merrily that they made marthejoice, and moved me to sing; wherefore witbua voice
| thus began:



Rejoice dear bird

And praise thy Maker,

Raise bright and clear thy voice,
Thy God is most exalted,

Thy food he hath prepared for thee
To give thee in due season.

So be content therewith,

Wherefore shalt thou not be glad,
Wilt thou arraign thy God

That he hath made thee bird?

Wilt trouble thy wee head

That he made thee not a man?

Be still, he hath it well bethought
And be content therewith.

What do | then, a worm of earth

To judge along with God?

That I in this heaven's storm

Do wrestle with all art.

Thou canst not fight with God.

And whoso is not fit for this, let him be sped away
O Man, be satisfied

That he hath made thee not the King
And take it not amiss,

Perchance hadst thou despised his name,
That were a sorry matter :

For God hath clearer eyes that that
He looks into thy heart,

Thou canst not God deceive.

This | sang now from the bottom of my heart thromugftthe whole forest, so that it resounded fronpaits, and the
hills repeated my last words, until at length | saeurious green heath, to which | betook mysetfafuhe forest.
Upon this heath stood three lovely tall cedarscilitiy reason of their breadth afforded excellent @esired shade,
at which | greatly rejoiced. For although | had hitherto gone far, yet my earnest longing madeverg faint,
whereupon | hastened to the trees to rest alittteer them. But as soon as | came somewhat closaw a tablet
fastened to one of them, on which (as afterwarésadl) in curious letters the following words wengtten:

"God save you, stranger! If you have heard anythomgcerning the nuptials of the King, consider ¢hesrds. By
us the Bridegroom offers you a choice between feays, all of which, if you do not sink down in thay, can
bring you to his royal court. The first is short llangerous, and one which will lead you into roplaces, through
which it will scarcely be possible to pass. Theosekis longer, and takes you circuitously; it igipland easy, if by
the help of the Magnet you turn neither to left right. The third is that truly royal way which tugh various
pleasures and pageants of our King, affords yayfal journey; but this so far has scarcely bedottad to one in a
thousand. By the fourth no man shall reach theeplaecause it is a consuming way, practicable fomly
incorruptible bodies. Choose now which one you wifilthe three, and persevere constantly thereirkrfow
whichever you will enter, that is the one destif@mdyou by immutable Fate, nor can you go back save at great
peril to life. These are the things which we wolué/e you know. But, ho, beware! you know not witltwhmuch
danger you commit yourself to this way, for if yimow yourself to be obnoxious by the smallest fauthe laws
of our King, | beseech you, while it is still pdsig, to return swiftly to your house by the way ymme."

As soon as | read this writing all my joy nearlynished again, and | who before sang merrily, bagam inwardly
to lament. For although | saw all the three wayeitgeme, and understood that henceforward it washsafed to
me to choose one of them, yet it troubled me thatvent the stony and rocky way, | might get a en&ble and
deadly fall, or if | took the long one, | might waar out of it through byways, or be in other wagsathed in the
great journey. Neither could I hope that | amonigstisands should be the very one who should chibeseyal
way. | saw likewise the fourth before me, but itsvea environed with fire and exaltations, thatd ot dare draw



near it by much, and therefore again and againideresd whether | should turn back, or take anyhefways before
me. | considered well my own unworthiness, butdream still comforted me that | was delivered duhe tower;
and yet | did not dare confidently rely upon a dneavhereupon | was so perplexed in various waya, \thry great
weariness, hunger and thirst seized me.

Whereupon | presently drew out my bread and clita ef it; which a snow-white dove of whom | wastmware,
sitting upon the tree, saw, and therewith (pertaaeerding to her usual manner) came down. She bétrself
very familiarly with me, and | willingly imparted ynfood to her, which she received, and so withgrettiness she
again refreshed me a little. But as soon as hangna most black raven, perceived it, he straighiadarted down
upon the dove, and taking no notice of me, woutddaway the dove's food, and she could not guensket
otherwise than by flight. Whereupon they both flegether towards the south, at which | was so higekensed
and grieved that without thinking what | did, | bexsed after the filthy raven, and so against my naih into one of
the forementioned ways a whole field's length. Amgs the raven having been chased away, and thedigivered,
| then first observed what | had inconsideratelgelaand that | was already entered into a way, fadrich under
peril of great punishment | could not retire. Ahdagh | had still wherewith in some measure to avtrhyself,
yet that which was worst of all to me was thatd teft my bag and bread at the tree, and couldnretgeve them.
For as soon as | turned myself about, a contranglwias so strong against me that it was readylitonée But if |
went forward on the way, | perceived no hindrartcallaFrom which | could easily conclude that ibaid cost me
my life if | should set myself against the wind, evlfore | patiently took up my cross, got up ontpofeet, and
resolved, since so it must be, that | would useumyost endeavour to get to my journey's end beafayiet.

Now although many apparent byways showed themseabees still proceeded with my compass, and wadd
budge one step from the Meridian Line; howbeitlas was often so rugged and impassable, that invas little
doubt of it. On this way | constantly thought ugbe dove and the raven, and yet could not searctheuneaning;
until at length upon a high hill afar off | sawtately portal, to which, not regarding how far aswdistant both from
me and from the way | was on, | hasted, becaussuhdad already hid himself under the hills, anduld see no
abiding place elsewhere; and this verily | ascahb to God, who might well have permitted me tofgward in
this way, and withheld my eyes that so | might hgaeed beside this gate.

To this | now made great haste, and reached @ msch daylight as to take a very competent view. dfow it
was an exceedingly royal beautiful portal, on whigre carved a multitude of most noble figures dedces,
every one of which (as | afterwards learned) hagbéculiar signification. Above was fixed a pre#gge tablet,
with these words, "Procul hinc, procul ite profa¢ikeep away, you who are profane™), and othergimore, that |
was earnestly forbidden to relate.

Now as soon as | came under the portal, theregbteavay stepped forth one in a sky-coloured halsigm |
saluted in a friendly manner; and though he thahkfeturned this salute, yet he instantly demanaoieghe my
letter of invitation. O how glad was | that | hdmbh brought it with me! For how easily might | hdeegotten it (as
it also chanced to others) as he himself told neglitkly presented it, wherewith he was not onlys$iad, but (at
which | much wondered) showed me abundance of cesgaying, "Come in my brother, you are an acddpta
guest to me"; and entreated me not to withhold ampeafrom him. Now | having replied that | was a ey of the
Red-Rosy Cross, he both wondered and seemed toegbit, and then proceeded thus: "My brothevehgou
nothing about you with which to purchase a tokdrétiswered that my ability was small, but if he sawthing
about me he had a mind to, it was at his serviosv Ne having requested of me my bottle of wated, lamaving
granted it, he gave me a golden token on whichdstmomore than these two letters, S.C., entreati@ghat when it
stood me in good stead, | would remember him. Aftieich | asked him how many had come in beforewiech
he also told me, and lastly out of mere friendgj@ge me a sealed letter to the second Porter.

Now having lingered some time with him, the nighéwy on. Whereupon a great beacon upon the gates was
immediately fired, so that if any were still updretway, he might make haste thither. But the wayere it finished
at the castle, was enclosed on both sides wittsyetid planted with all sorts of excellent fruges, and on every
third tree on each side lanterns were hung up hictwall the candles were lighted with a glorioosah by a
beautiful Virgin, dressed in sky-colour, which wasnoble and majestic a spectacle that | yet délageewhat
longer than was requisite. But at length afterisidgifit information, and an advantageous instructiaeparted
friendlily from the first Porter.

On the way, | would gladly have known what was teritin my letter, yet since | had no reason to magstthe
Porter, | forbare my purpose, and so went on thg watil | came likewise to the second gate, wtitebugh it was
very like the other, yet it was adorned with imagad mystic significations. On the affixed tablets’/Date et
dabitur vobis" ("give and it shall be given untasp Under this gate lay a terrible grim lion chedl) who as soon
as he saw me arose and made at me with greatgoaiiereupon the second Porter who lay upon a sibnerble
woke up, and asked me not to be troubled or afeaid,then drove back the lion; and having recethedatter



which | gave him with trembling, he read it, andhwiery great respect said thus to me: "Now welcom®od's
Name to me the man who for a long time | would blddhve seen." Meanwhile he also drew out a tokehasked
me whether | could purchase it. But having nothétee left but my salt, | presented it to him, whighthankfully
accepted. Upon this token again stood only twelsttnamely, S.M.

| was just about to enter into discourse with hivhen it began to ring in the castle, whereuporPtbeer counseled
me to run, or else all the pains and labour | httelto undergone would serve to no purpose, fetitihts above
were already beginning to be extinguished. Wheradpeent with such haste that | did not heed thed?pl was in
such anguish; and truly it was necessary, for Iccaot run so fast but that the Virgin, after whaththe lights were
put out, was at my heels, and | should never hauad the way, had she not given me some light agthtorch. |
was moreover constrained to enter right next to dned the gate was suddenly clapped to, so thattaopmy coat
was locked out, which | was verily forced to ledahind me. For neither I, nor they who stood reaitlgout and
called at the gate, could prevail with the Porteopen it again, but he delivered the keys to thigiw, who took
them with her into the court.

Meanwhile | again surveyed the gate, which now apge so rich that the whole world could not eqtialust by
the door were two columns, on one of which stopieasant figure with this inscription, "Congratulorhe other,
which had its countenance veiled, was sad, andableneas written, "Condoleo". In brief, the inscigpts and
figures were so dark and mysterious that the mestrdus man on earth could not have expounded tBetrall
these (if God permits) | shall before long publstd explain.

Under this gate | was again to give my name, whiak this last time written down in a little velllmok, and
immediately with the rest despatched to the Lord@&jroom. It was here where | first received the tyuest token,
which was somewhat smaller than the former, butryath heavier. Upon this stood these letters, S.Belides
this, a new pair of shoes were given me, for tberfbf the castle was laid with pure shining marbg old shoes |
was to give away to one of the poor who sat inrthsp although in very good order, under the gateeth bestowed
them upon an old man, after which two pages witmasy torches conducted me into a little room.

There they asked me to sit down on a form, whidid] but they, sticking their torches in two holesgde in the
pavement, departed and thus left me sitting alSoen after | heard a noise, but saw nothing, aptbited to be
certain men who stumbled in upon me; but sinceuldceee nothing, | had to suffer, and wait to sbatvthey
would do with me. But presently perceiving thenb&barbers, | entreated them not to jostle meosd,fias
content to do whatever they desired; whereupon gjudgkly let me go, and so one of them (whom | daubt yet
see) finely and gently cut away the hair round afimm the crown of my head, but over my forehesats and
eyes he permitted my ice-grey locks to hang. Is finst encounter (I must confess) | was readyespair, for
inasmuch as some of them shoved me so forcefullyyat | could see nothing, I could think nothirther but that
God for my curiosity had suffered me to miscarrpwh\these invisible barbers carefully gathered @ptthir which
was cut off, and carried it away with them.

After which the two pages entered again, and Hegdatighed at me for being so terrified. But theyiscarcely
spoken a few words with me when again a little betjan to ring, which (as the pages informed me)tovaive
notice for assembling. Whereupon they asked miség and through many walks, doors and windingstaimy
way into a spacious hall. In this room was a gnealtitude of guests, emperors, kings, princes,lards, noble and
ignoble, rich and poor, and all sorts of peopleylaich | greatly marvelled, and thought to mys&h, how gross a
fool you have been to engage upon this journey sotmuch bitterness and toil, when (behold) heeecsaen those
fellows whom you know well, and yet never had aggson to esteem. They are now all here, and ydualiyour
prayers and supplications have hardly got in &t [&kis and more the Devil at that time injectetijle |
notwithstanding (as well as | could) directed msekhe issue.

Meanwhile one or other of my acquaintance heretback spoke to me: "Oh Brother Rosencreutz! Arehene
too?"

"Yes (my brethren)," | replied, "the grace of Gakthelped me in too".

At which they raised mighty laughter, looking ugbas ridiculous that there should be need of Gosbi slight an
occasion. Now having demanded each of them comaghis way, and finding that most of them were éokto
clamber over the rocks, certain trumpets (noneta€lwwe yet saw) began to sound to the table, wipene they all
seated themselves, every one as he judged hintemiédhe rest; so that for me and some other $eltows there
was hardly a little nook left at the lowermost &bl

Presently the two pages entered, and one of thehgssce in so handsome and excellent a manneiit tinade the
very heart in my body rejoice. However, certainagr®r John's made but little reckoning of them,jéeted and
winked at one another, biting their lips withinitheats, and using other similar unseemly gestukéier this, meat
was brought in, and although no one could be sgdrgverything was so orderly managed, that it getm me as
if every guest had his own attendant. Now my arfistving somewhat recreated themselves, and thehaiving



removed a little shame from their hearts, theygmég began to vaunt and brag of their abilitieee@vould prove
this, another that, and commonly the most sormgtédinade the loudest noise. Ah, when | call to ritekt
preternatural and impossible enterprises | thendheéam still ready to vomit at it. In a word, theever kept in
their order, but whenever one rascal here, andileee, could insinuate himself in between the malileen they
pretended to having finished such adventures akarebamson nor yet Hercules with all their strarggiuld ever
have achieved: this one would discharge Atlas ®blirden; the other would again draw forth theatreaded
Cerberus out of Hell. In brief, every man had hisigrate, and yet the greatest lords were so sithplethey
believed their pretences, and the rogues so auggditat although one or other of them was herelzre rapped
over the fingers with a knife, yet they flinched apit, but when anyone perchance had filchedld-gobain, then
they would all hazard for the same.

| saw one who heard the rustling of the heavens.sHtond could see Plato's Ideas. A third couldoeum
Democritus's atoms. There were also not a few pdets to the perpetual motion. Many a one (in nmipiop) had
good understanding, but assumed too much to hintediis own destruction. Lastly, there was one atho found
it necessary to persuade us out of hand that hereagervitors who attended us, and would haveupdedd us as to
his contention, had not one of these invisible @raireached him such a handsome cuff upon his imygle, that
not only he, but many more who were by him, becammute as mice.

But it pleased me most of all, that all those obwhl had any esteem were very quiet in their bissinand made no
loud cry of it, but acknowledged themselves to ligumderstanding men, to whom the mysteries of pattare too
high, and they themselves much too small. In thisuit | had almost cursed the day when | came Herd;could
not behold but with anguish that those lewd vaiogbe were above at the board, but | in so sorrlaegpcould not
rest in quiet, one of those rascals scornfully@aphing me for a motley fool.

Now | did not realise that there was still one gateugh which we must pass, but imagined thatguttie whole
wedding | was to continue in this scorn, contenmut Badignity, which | had yet at no time deserveither from the
Lord Bridegroom or the Bride. And therefore (in wpinion) he should have done well to sort out sother fool
than me to come to his wedding. Behold, to suchatiepce the iniquity of this world reduces simpéatts. But
this really was one part of my lameness, of whahi$ before mentioned) | dreamed. And truly thgyér this
clamour lasted, the more it increased. For there wkeady those who boasted of false and imagiviargns, and
would persuade us of palpably lying dreams.

Now there sat by me a very fine quiet man, whoroftiscoursed of excellent matters. At length hd,s&ehold
my brother, if anyone should now come who wereimglto instruct these blockish people in the righty, would
he be heard?"

"No, verily", | replied.

"The world," he said, "is now resolved (whatevemes of it) to be cheated, and cannot abide to gfweo those
who intend its good. Do you see that same cockdcavith what whimsical figures and foolish concéiesallures
others to him. There one makes mouths at the peatileunheard-of mysterious words. Yet believe mghis, the
time is now coming when those shameful vizardsl gleaplucked off, and all the world shall know wivagabond
impostors were concealed behind them. Then pethapsvill be valued which at present is not estegine
Whilst he was speaking in this way, and the lonerclamour lasted the worse it was, all of a sndtere began
in the hall such excellent and stately music suchreever heard all the days of my life; whereupaaryone held
his peace, and waited to see what would beconteldbiv in this music there were all the sorts oihsfed
instruments imaginable, which sounded togetheuah $rarmony that | forgot myself, and sat so imnideahat
those who sat by me were amazed at me; and tiésllaearly half an hour, during which time noneieispoke one
word. For as soon as anyone at all was about to bigemouth, he got an unexpected blow, nor dilroev where
it came from. | thought since we were not permittedee the musicians, | should have been glate just all the
instruments they were using. After half an hous thiusic ceased unexpectedly, and we could neigeeoishear
anything more.

Presently after, a great noise began before theafdbe hall, with sounding and beating of trungpshalms and
kettle-drums, as majestic as if the Emperor of Rbagk been entering; whereupon the door openedély, iand
then the noise of the trumpets was so loud thawvere hardly able to endure it. Meanwhile (to mykiig) many
thousand small tapers came into the hall, all atwthemselves marched in so very exact an ordalt@gether
amazed us, till at last the two aforementioned pagjeh bright torches entered the hall, lighting thay of a most
beautiful Virgin, all drawn on a gloriously gildédumphant self-moving throne. It seemed to me #at was the
very same who before on the way kindled and putlatights, and that these attendants of hers thergery same
whom she formerly placed at the trees. She wasowt as before, in sky-colour, but arrayed in ansmdhite
glittering robe, which sparkled with pure gold, arabt such a lustre that we could not steadily ktak Both the
pages were dressed in the same manner (althoughwdtahmore modestly). As soon as they came intonidele



of the hall, and had descended from the thronghalsmall tapers made obeisance before her. Wihaenaue all
stood up from our benches, yet everyone stayedsiown place. Now she having showed to us, andgaeao
her, all respect and reverence, in a most pleasaatshe began to speak as follows:

The King, my gracious lord

He is not far away,

Nor is his dearest bride,

Betrothed to him in honour.

They have now with the greatest joy
Beheld your coming hither.

Wherefore especially they would proffer
Their favour to each one of you,

And they desire from their heart's depth
That ye at all times fare ye well,

That ye have the coming wedding's joy
Unmixed with others' sorrow.

Hereupon with all her small tapers she courteohslyed again, and soon after began as follows:

Ye know what in the invitation stands :
No man hath been called hither

Who hath not got from God already
All gifts most beautiful,

And hath himself adorned aright

As well befits him here,

Though some may not believe it,

That any one so wayward be

That on such hard conditions

Should dare to make appearance
When he hath not prepared himself
For this wedding long before.

So now they stand in hope

That ye be well furnished with all good things,
Be glad that in such hard times

So many folk be found

But men are yet so forward that

They care not for their boorishness
And thrust themselves in places where
They are not called to be.

Let no knave be smuggled in

No rogue slip in with others.

They will declare right openly

That they a wedding pure will have,
So shall upon the morrow's morn

The artist's scales be set

Wherein each one be weighed

And found what he forgotten hath.

Of all the host assembled here

Who trusts him not in this

Let him now stand aside.

And should he bide here longer

Then he will lose all grace and favour
Be trodden underfoot,

And he whose conscience pricketh him
Shall be left in this hall today

And by tomorrow he'll be freed



But let him come hither never again.
But he who knows what is behind him
Let him go with his servant

Who shall attend him to his room

And there shall rest him for this day,
For he awaits the scales with praise
Else will his sleep be mighty hard.

Let the others make their comfort here
For he who goes beyond his means
"Twere better he had hid away.

And now the best from each be hoped.

As soon as she had finished saying this, she agadte reverence, and sprung cheerfully into henthrafter
which the trumpets began to sound again, whiclhwgeat not forceful enough to take the grievous sahay from
many. So they conducted her invisibly away agaim,nost of the small tapers remained in the roard,@ne of
them accompanied each of us.

In such perturbation it is not really possible xpress what pensive thoughts and gestures werequsoryet most
of us were resolved to await the scale, and in ttdegs did not work out well, to depart (as theypéd) in peace. |
had soon cast up my reckoning, and since my camsgeieonvinced me of all ignorance, and unworthiness
purposed to stay with the rest in the hall, andselmather to content myself with the meal | hadaaly taken, than
to run the risk of a future repulse. Now after goere had each been conducted into a chamber (@atlsince
understood, into a particular one) by his smalétathere remained nine of us, and among the ecgtho
discoursed with me at the table too. But althoughsmall tapers did not leave us, yet soon aftdranm's time one
of the aforementioned pages came in, and, bringiggeat bundle of cords with him, first demandedofhether
we had concluded to stay there; when we had affirthis with sighs, he bound each of us in a pdaigplace, and
so went away with our small tapers, and left usrparetches in darkness.

Then some first began to perceive the imminent arand | myself could not refrain from tears. Btthough we
were not forbidden to speak, yet anguish and &fflicallowed none of us to utter one word. Forabeds were so
wonderfully made that none could cut them, much gt them off his feet. Yet this comforted mef dtdl the
future gain of many a one who had now taken hintselést, would prove very little to his satisfacti But we by
only one night's penance might expiate all ouryargstion. Till at length in my sorrowful thoughtselll asleep,
during which | had a dream. Now although theredgreat matter in it, yet | think it not impertirtén recount it.

| thought | was upon a high mountain, and saw leefoe a great and large valley. In this valley wgathered
together an unspeakable multitude of people, efulizch had at his head a thread, by which he veamgld from
Heaven; now one hung high, another low, some stved almost upon the earth. But through the aiv fip and
down an ancient man, who had in his hand a paheérs, with which he cut here one's, there arettieerad. Now
he that was close to the earth was so much mody raad fell without noise, but when it happenedte of the
high ones, he fell so that the earth quaked. Taesibsame to pass that their thread was so stretittzt they came
to the earth before the thread was cut. | tookguigain this tumbling, and it gave my heart joyewthe who had
over-exalted himself in the air about his wedding gp shameful a fall that it even carried sombisfheighbours
along with him. In a similar way it also made mpiee that he who had all this while kept himsedanthe earth
could come down so finely and gently that evennties next to him did not perceive it.

But being now in my highest fit of jollity, | wasgged unawares by one of my fellow captives, upbithvl was
awakened, and was very much discontented with However, | considered my dream, and recountedrityo
brother, lying by me on the other side, who wasdisgatisfied with it, but hoped that some comfoirght be meant
by it. In such discourse we spent the remaining giathe night, and with longing awaited the day.

Chymical Wedding - Third Day

Go to the Fourth DayBack to Rosicrucian page

Now as soon as the lovely day was broken, andrbéttSun, having raised himself above the hilll lagain took
himself to his appointed office in the high Heavey, good champions began to rise out of their band,leisurely
to make themselves ready for the Inquisition. Wapos, one after another, they came again into @afiednd



saying good morning, demanded how we had slephigat; and having seen our bonds, there were sbate
reproved us for being so cowardly, and becauseadenbt, rather, like them, hazarded upon all advest
However, some of them whose hearts still smote timade no loud cry of the business. We excused lvesseiith
our ignorance, hoping we should now soon be déteaty, and learn wisdom by this disgrace, thaytbn the
contrary had not yet altogether escaped; and perthar greatest danger was still to come.

At length everyone being assembled again, the tetsripegan again to sound and the kettle drumsatibase
formerly, and we then imagined nothing other bat the Bridegroom was ready to present himselfcivhi
nevertheless was a huge mistake. For it was agaiWitgin of yesterday, who had arrayed herselirated velvet,
and girded herself with a white scarf. On her hetaelhad a green wreath of laurel, which greatlieduier. Her
train was now no more of small tapers, but congisfewo hundred men in armour, who were all (litex) clothed
in red and white.

Now as soon as they were alighted from the threihe ,came straight to us prisoners, and after sthediated us,
she said in few words: "That some of you have laeare of your wretched condition is hugely pleasmgy
most mighty Lord, and he is also resolved you shaadl the better for it".

And having seen me in my habit, she laughed art] $abodness! Have you also submitted yourselficoyoke? |
imagined you would have made yourself very smugithW¢hich words she caused my eyes to run oveerAft
which she commanded that we should be unbound¢c@maled together and placed in a station where igatm
easily see the Scales. For, she said, it may yetbfetter with them, than with the presumptuous stiibstand here
at liberty.

Meanwhile the scales, which were entirely of galdre hung up in the middle of the hall; there wias a little
table covered with red velvet, and seven weighdsgal on it. First of all there was a pretty big,amext four little
ones, lastly two great ones. And these weights wseigeavy in proportion to their bulk, that no ncam believe or
comprehend it. But each of the armoured men hagther with a naked sword, a strong rope; theselistrgbuted
according to the number of weights into seven baad out of every band chose one for their owrghteiand
then again sprang up into her high throne. Nowoas &is she had made her reverence, in a very tsimdlshe
began to speak as follows:

Whoever goes into an artist's room
And nothing knows of painting

And yet will speak with much display
Will yet be mocked by everyone.

And he who enters artist's orders
Who hath not been selected

And begins to paint with much display
Will yet be mocked by everyone.

And who will to a wedding come

And hath not bidden been,

And yet doth come with much display
Will yet be mocked by everyone.

And who will climb upon these scales
And find he weigheth not,

But is shot up with mighty crash

Will yet be mocked by everyone.

As soon as the Virgin had finished speaking, onth@fpages commanded each one to place himselfdiegdo

his order, and one after another to step in. Whind of the Emperors made no scruple of, but firstldowed
himself a little towards the Virgin, and afterwaidsall his stately attire went up: whereupon e&elptain put in his
weight, against which (to the wonder of all) hechelit. But the last was too heavy for him, so tfetnust go forth;
and that he did with so much anguish that (aseitreal to me) the Virgin herself had pity on him, dedkoned to
her people to hold their peace; yet the good Empeas bound and delivered over to the Sixth BarektMfter

him again there came another Emperor, who stepaegttily into the Scale, and, having a great thiockk under
his gown, he imagined he would not fail; but he wearcely able to abide the third weight, and wasercifully
flung down, and his book in that upheaval fell frbim, and all the soldiers began to laugh, and &g delivered up
bound to the Third Band. Thus it went also with eashthe other Emperors, who were all shamefullgled at
and put in captivity.

After these there came forth a short little marhwitcurled brown beard, also an Emperor, who #ieeusual



reverence got up, and held out so steadfastly) thatight that had there been more weights readyduld have
outstood them. To him the Virgin immediately arcmag bowed before him, making him put on a gowredf
velvet, and finally gave him a branch of laurelwdfich she had a good store upon her throne, uposteps of
which she asked him to sit down. Now how it farathwhe rest of the Emperors, Kings and Lords ditar, would
take too long to recount; but | cannot leave unineet that few of those great personages heldHmwever,
various eminent virtues (beyond my hopes) wereddamany. One could stand out this, the seconthenosome
two, some three, four or five, but few could attirihe just perfection; and everyone who failed waserably
laughed at by the bands.

After the Inquisition had also passed over the igetite learned, and unlearned, and all the restjraeach
condition perhaps one, it may be two, but for thestipart none, was found perfect, it came at let@those honest
gentlemen the vagabond cheaters, and rascally éap#bitalanficum makers, who were set upon theeSeih
such scorn that | myself, in spite of all my griefs ready to burst my belly with laughing, norldathe very
prisoners themselves refrain. For the most paridcoot abide that severe trial, but were jerkedafuhe Scale with
whips and scourges, and led to the other prisobetgp a suitable band. Thus of so great a theanfgw remained,
that | am ashamed to reveal their number. Howakiere were persons of quality also amongst thern, wh
notwithstanding were (like the rest) honoured wighvet robes and wreaths of laurel.

The Inquisition being completely finished, and ndué we poor coupled hounds standing aside, athemge of the
Captains stepped forth, and said, "Gracious Madatrplease your Ladyship, let these poor men who
acknowledged their misunderstanding be set uposdtade too, without their incurring any danger ehalty, and
only for recreation's sake, if perhaps anything thaight may be found amongst them®.

In the first place | was in great perplexity, farmy anguish this was my only comfort, that | waste stand in
such ignominy, or to be lashed out of the Scale.l EBid not doubt that many of the prisoners wistteat they had
stayed ten nights with us in the hall. Yet sinae irgin consented, so it must be, and we weresdrdind one after
another set up. Now although the most part misedyrthey were neither laughed at, nor scourgedp&aiteably
placed on one side. My companion was the fifth, laadheld out bravely, whereupon all, but especiiiyCaptain
who made the request for us, applauded him, anttithgr showed him the usual respect. After himiageo

more were dispatched in an instant. But | was itletle.

Now as soon as (with trembling) | stepped up, nyganion who already sat by in his velvet lookedrfdlily upon
me, and the Virgin herself smiled a little. But #8 much as | outstood all the weights, the Vi@immanded them
to draw me up by force, wherefore three men alsglan the other side of the beam, and yet nothinddcprevail.
Whereupon one of the pages immediately stood upcdaad out exceedingly loud, "THAT'S HE": upon whithe
other replied, "Then let him gain his liberty"; whithe Virgin accorded. And, being received witle @deremonies,
the choice was given me to release one of thexeptivhosoever | pleased; whereupon | made no long
deliberation, but elected the first Emperor whohadl long pitied, who was immediately set free, aitt all
respect seated amongst us.

Now the last being set up, and the weights protaagheavy for him, in the meantime the Virgin hadtsed my
roses, which | had taken out of my hat into my Isaahd thereupon presently through her page grslgiou
requested them of me, and | readily sent themito he

And so this first Act was finished about ten in therning. Whereupon the trumpets began to sounith aghich
nevertheless we could not as yet see. Meantimbahds were to step aside with their prisoners zavalt the
judgement. After which a council of the seven caystand us was set, and the business was propobydad
Virgin as President, who desired each one to giw@pinion how the prisoners were to be dealt withe first
opinion was that they should all be put to dea#,one more severely than another, namely thosehatio
presumptuously intruded themselves contrary teipgess conditions. Others would have them keeclo
prisoners. Both of which pleased neither the Peggichor me. At length by one of the Emperors ga@me whom |
had freed), my companion, and myself, the affais Wwaught to this point: that first of all the pripal Lords should
with a fitting respect be led out of the Castldiars might be carried out somewhat more scornflilese would be
stripped, and caused to run out naked; the folmbhils be hunted out with rods, whips or dogs. Thelse the day
before willingly surrendered themselves, might beveed to depart without any blame. And last ofthbse
presumptuous ones, and they who behaved themselvasseemly at dinner the day before, should besped in
body and life according to each man's demerit. dpision pleased the Virgin well, and obtained tipper hand.
There was moreover another dinner vouchsafed thiich they were soon told about. But the executiais
deferred till twelve noon.

Herewith the Senate arose, and the Virgin alsettey with her attendants, returned to her usualtqu But the
uppermost table in the room was allotted to ugy tequesting us to take it in good part until thsihess was fully
dispatched. And then we should be conducted tb.dhé Bridegroom and the Bride, with which we wetg@eesent



well content. Meanwhile the prisoners were agaought into the hall, and each man seated accotdihgs
quality. They were likewise told to behave themeslsomewhat more civilly than they had done thebddigre,
about which they yet did not need to have been aished, for without this, they had already put lugirt pipes.
And this | can boldly say, not with flattery, batthe love of truth, that commonly those persone whkre of the
highest rank best understood how to behave thees@ivso unexpected a misfortune. Their treatmest but
indifferent, yet respectful; neither could they gee their attendants, but to us they were vis#ileshich | was
exceedingly joyful. Now although Fortune had exalis, yet we did not take upon us more than the adsising
them to be of good cheer, the event would not beasio Now although they would gladly have us retesir
sentence, yet we were so deeply obligated that abne dared open his mouth about it.

Nevertheless we comforted them as well as we calnidking with them to see if the wine might makerm any
more cheerful. Our table was covered with red velveset with drinking cups of pure silver and golthich the
rest could not behold without amazement and vesgtgainguish. But before we had seated ourselvesnie the
two pages, presenting everyone on the Bridegrobetialf with the Golden Fleece with a flying Liorguesting us
to wear them at the table, and as became us, eabthe reputation and dignity of the Order wHichMajesty
had now vouchsafed us; and we should be ratifi¢k suiitable ceremonies. This we received with proftest
submission, promising obediently to perform whatgodris Majesty should please. Besides these,ahkepage
had a schedule in which we were set down in ovilled. for my part | should not otherwise wish to ceatmy
place, if perhaps it might not be interpreted adepin me, which is expressly against the fourtigive

Now because our entertainment was exceedinglylystate demanded of one of the pages whether we tmigth
have leave to send some choice bit to our friendsagquaintances; he made no difficulty of it, amdryone sent
plentifully to his acquaintances by the waiterth@lgh they saw none of them; and because theyaliknow
where it came from, | myself wished to carry sormgho one of them. But as soon as | had risen obiee
waiters was at my elbow, saying he desired meki® fidendly warning, for if one of the pages hadrséd, it would
have come to he King's ear, who would certainlyeh@mken it amiss of me; but since none had obsét\ed
himself, he did not intend to betray me, but thatight for the time to come to have better regardtfe dignity of
the order. With which words the servant really astoed me so much that for a long time afterwarstsarcely
moved in my seat, yet | returned him thanks forfaihful warning, as well as | was able in my kaand fear.
Soon after, the drums began to beat again, to whetvere already accustomed: for we knew well i tee
Virgin, so we prepared ourselves to receive her;vgas now coming in with her usual train, upontiigh seat, one
of the pages bearing before her a very tall gaiflgbld, and the other a patent in parchment. Hagilighted from
the seat in a marvellous skillful manner, she thakgoblet from the page, and presented the sartigedting's
behalf, saying that it was brought from his Majestiyd that in honour of him we should cause itdo@und. Upon
the cover of this goblet stood Fortune curiousistéa gold, who had in her hand a red flying enslggrtause of
which | drunk somewhat more sadly, having beetoallwell acquainted with Fortune's waywardness.tBat
Virgin as well as us was adorned with the GoldezeE¢ and Lion, from which | observed that perh&pswas the
president of the Order. So we asked of her hovDittker might be named. She answered that it wageidhe right
time to reveal this, till the affair with the prisers was dispatched. And therefore their eyes stdreeiled ; and
what had hitherto happened to us, was to themlikayan offence and scandal, although it was tadmunted as
nothing in regard to the honour that attended @setpon she began to distinguish the patent whielther page
held into two different parts, out of which abobistmuch was read before the first company:

"That they should confess that they had too liggthen credit to false fictitious books, had assdrm® much to
themselves, and so come into this Castle, alththughwere never invited into it, and perhaps thatpart had
presented themselves with design to make their ebdudere, and afterwards to live in greater pride landliness;
and thus one had seduced another, and plungechtorthis disgrace and ignominy, wherefore they were
deservedly to be soundly punished."

Which they with great humility readily acknowledgeohd gave their hands upon it. After which a sewreck was
given to the rest, much to this purpose:

"That they very well knew, and were in their coeses convinced, that they had forged false fict#tibooks, had
fooled others, and cheated them, and thereby hmathidhed regal dignity amongst all. They knew likeswvhat
ungodly deceitful figures they had made use ofdmuch as they spared not even the Divine Tribity,
accustomed themselves to cheat people all the goower. It was also now as clear as day with vgmattices they
had endeavoured to ensnare the true guests, andunée the ignorant: in such a manner that it wasifast to all
the world that they wallowed in open whoredom, &atyl gluttony, and other uncleannesses: All whigls against
the express orders of our Kingdom. In brief, thagw they had disparaged Kingly Majesty, even amitings
common sort, and therefore they should confessdbbmas to be manifest convicted vagabond-chedteases and
rascals, whereby they deserved to be kept fronsdhgpany of civil people, and severely punished."



The good artists were loath to come to this coidesdut inasmuch as not only the Virgin hersetétttened them,
and swore that they would die, but the other paldp vehemently raged at them, and unanimously cnig that
they had most wickedly seduced them out of the ti.igfey at length, to prevent a huge misfortunefessed the
same with sadness, and yet withal alleged that hddthappened here was not to be animadvertedtbhponin the
worst sense. For inasmuch as the Lords were ak$phaisolved to get into the Castle, and had prethigeat sums
of money to that effect, each one had used alt twafeize upon something, and so things were Ihtaoghat state
that was now manifest before their eyes. But jesilise it had not succeeded, "They", in their opiriihad
deserved no less than the Lords themselves; Whaddshave had so much understanding as to congidgrit
anyone could be sure of getting in, he should aettclambered over the wall with them, that théeutd be so
great peril for the sake of a slight gain?"

Their books also sold so well, that whoever hadther means to maintain himself, had to engagecéh s
deception. They hoped moreover, that if a righggment were made, they should be found in no wénate
miscarried, for they had behaved themselves towtheltords, as became Servants, upon their eagngstaty.
But answer was made to them that his Royal Majeati/determined to punish them all, every man, atthaone
more severely than another. For although what lezd lalleged by them was partly true, and therdfard.ords
should not wholly be indulged, yet they had goaakom to prepare themselves for death, they whahad
presumptuously obtruded themselves, and perhapsesgdhe more ignorant against their will; as lilkeathose
who had violated Royal Majesty with false books,tfee same might be shown from their very writiagsl books.
Hereupon many began to lament, cry, weep, entrebpeostrate themselves most piteously, all of tvhic
notwithstanding could avail them nothing, and | vedled much how the Virgin could be so resolutegewtkheir
misery caused our eyes to run over, and movedarapassion (although the most part of them had peakcus
much trouble and vexation). For she presently dityal her page, who brought with him all the Cwiixs who
had this day been appointed at the Scales, who egste of them commanded to take his own to himjmuah
orderly procession, so that each Curiassier shgaildith one of the prisoners, to conduct them heogreat
garden. At which time each one so exactly recoghlis® own man, that | marvelled at it. Leave wa® dikewise
given to my companions of yesterday to go out theogarden unbound, and to be present at the éxpaftthe
sentence. Now as soon as every man had come ttoetNirgin mounted up into her high throne, requnesus to sit
down upon the steps, and to appear at the judgembith we did not refuse, but left everything steng upon the
table (except the goblet, which the Virgin comndtte the pages' keeping) and went forth in our spbpon the
throne, which moved by itself as gently as if wegsal through the air, till in this manner we came the garden,
where we all arose together.

This garden was not extraordinarily curious, byfié&ased me that the trees were planted in sucth gater.
Besides, there ran in it a most costly fountairradd with wonderful figures and inscriptions atisge
characters (which, God willing, | shall mentionarfiuture book). In this garden was raised a woadaffold, hung
about with curiously painted figured coverlets. Nithere were four galleries made one over anotherfitst was
more glorious than any of the rest, and thereforeeed with a white taffeta curtain, so that at tirae we could
not perceive who was behind it. The second waseamd uncovered. Again the last two were coverdt weid
and blue taffeta. Now as soon as we had come tsctiféold, the Virgin bowed herself down to thegrd, at
which we were mightily terrified, for we could elysjuess that the King and Queen must not be falNoiw we
also having duly performed our reverence, the ¥iitgd us up by the winding stairs into the secaaltegy, where
she placed herself uppermost, and us in our foorder. But how the Emperor whom | had released \mha
himself towards me, both at this time and also tee#d the table, | cannot well relate without skemaf wicked
tongues. For he might well have imagined in whafuésh and solicitude he should now have been,se ba were
at present to attend the judgement with such igngnand that only through me he had now attainet signity
and worthiness.

Meanwhile the Virgin who first of all brought meetinvitation, and whom until now | had never siseen, came
in. First she gave one blast upon her trumpettiagid with a very loud voice declared the sentendhis manner:
"The King's Majesty my most gracious Lord could misith all his heart that each and every one hsserabled
had upon his Majesty's invitation presented thewese$o qualified as that they might (to his honevith greatest
frequency have adorned this his appointed nuptidljayful feast. But since it has otherwise pleadbdighty God,
his Majesty has nothing about which to murmur, ioust be forced, contrary to his own inclinationatnde by the
ancient and laudable constitutions of this Kingd&ut now, so that his Majesty's innate clemency &y
celebrated all over the world, he has so far albslylulealt with his Council and estates, that theallisentence shall
be considerably lenified.

So in the first place he is willing to vouchsafehe Lords and Potentates, not only their livegrelyt but also that
he will freely and frankly dismiss them; friendlignd courteously entreating your Lordships notlabaake it in



evil part that you cannot be present at his Majg$tgast of Honour; but to remember that theretwithstanding
more imposed upon your Lordships by God Almighth@vin the distribution of his gifts has an incontprasible
consideration) than you can duly and easily sustégither is your reputation hereby prejudicech@ligh you be
rejected by this our Order, since we cannot alloflo all things at once. But for as much as yardghips have
been seduced by base rascals, it shall not, onghgi pass unrevenged. And furthermore his Mgjestolves
shortly to communicate to your Lordships a cataéogfiheretics or Index Expurgatorius, that you magceforth
be able to discern between the good and the etfil vétter judgement. And because his Majesty bdforg also
intends to rummage his library, and offer up theuséive writings to Vulcan, he friendlily, humblgnd courteously
entreats every one of your Lordships to do the saitfeyour own, whereby it is to be hoped thatesdll and
mischief may for the time to come be remedied. fod are withal to be admonished, never hencefortiovet an
entrance here so inconsiderately, lest the formeuse about seducers be taken from you, and ybintaldisgrace
and contempt with all men. Finally, for as muchitesestates of the land still have something toadehof your
Lordships, his Majesty hopes that no man will thinkch to redeem himself with a chain or whatevee &le has
about him, and so in friendly manner to depart fispand through our safe conduct to take himsetidhagain.
The others who did not stand up to the first, tlindl fourth weight, his Majesty will not so lightfljsmiss. But so
that they also may now experience his Majesty'slgie@ss, it is his command to strip them stark dadd so send
them forth.

Those who in the second and fifth weight were fotowdlight, shall besides stripping, be noted waitie, two or
more brand-marks, according as each one was lightezavier.

They who were drawn up by the sixth or seventh,ratdy the rest, shall be somewhat more graciadesijt with,
and so forward. (For to every combination there avaertain punishment ordained, which is here ¢og to
recount.)

They who yesterday separated themselves freelyedrf dwn accord, shall go out at liberty withouydoame.
Finally, the convicted vagabond-cheaters who coudde up none of the weights, shall as occasioresdre
punished in body and life, with the sword, halteater and rods. And such execution of judgemerit bha
inviolably observed as an example to others."

Herewith our Virgin broke her wand, and the othéiowead the sentence blew her trumpet, and stepipiednost
profound reverence towards those who stood behmdurtain.

But here | cannot omit to reveal something to #eder concerning the number of our prisoners, amwthose
who weighed one, were seven; those who weighedvweoe twenty one; they who three, thirty five; tivelyo four,
thirty five; those who five, twenty one; those wéig, seven; but he that came to the seventh, ancbygd not well
raise it, he was only one, and indeed the same whetaased. Besides these, of them who whollgdeihere were
many; but of those who drew all the weights from ¢inound, but few. And as these each stood befrsaul
diligently numbered them and noted them down intalje-book; and it is very admirable that amontjgshase
who weighed anything, none was equal to anotherafioough amongst those who weighed three, there thirty
five, yet one of them weighed the first, second] #ird, another the third, fourth, and fifth, @rth the fifth, sixth,
and seventh, and so on. It is likewise very wondehfat amongst one hundred and twenty six who kezig
anything, none was equal to another; and | woutgt wéllingly name them all, with each man's weighgre it not
as yet forbidden me. But | hope it may hereaftepbiglished with the Interpretation.

Now this judgement being read over, the Lords @nfitst place were well satisfied, because in selerity they
did not dare look for a mild sentence. So they gawee than was desired of them, and each one rextekimself
with chains, jewels, gold, money and other thimgsmuch as they had about them, and with revetenkdeave.
Now although the King's servants were forbiddejeér at any at his going away, yet some unluckgsbaould not
hold their laughter, and certainly it was suffidignmidiculous to see them pack away with such gp&éthout once
looking behind them. Some desired that the promis¢alogue might at once be dispatched after theihthen
they would take such order with their books as khbe pleasing to his Majesty; which was again sstuAt the
door was given to each of them out of a cup a dreofjFORGETFULNESS, so that he might have no fnrth
memory of misfortune.

After these the Voluntiers departed, who becaugbeif ingenuity were allowed to pass, but yetso@ver to
return again in the same fashion. But if to themlifgewise to the others) anything further weresaded, then they
should be welcome guests.

Meanwhile others were stripping, in which also @equality (according to each man's demerit) wasioesl. Some
were sent away naked, without other hurt. Othergwéven out with small bells. Some were scourigeth. In
brief the punishments were so various, that | atrabte to recount them all. In the end it caméhtlast, with
whom a somewhat longer time was spent, for whifeesavere being hung, some beheaded, some forcedparto
the water, and the rest otherwise being dispatahedh time was consumed. Verily at this executigneyes ran



over, not indeed in regard of the punishment, withey for their impudency well deserved, but inteomplation of
human blindness, in that we are continually busyingselves in that which ever since the first Ral been
hitherto sealed up to us. Thus the garden whialesently was quite full, was soon emptied, so tiesides the
soldiers there was not a man left.

Now as soon as this was done, and silence hadkegeifior the space of five minutes, there cameénfarbeautiful
snow-white unicorn with a golden collar (havingiboertain letters) about his neck. In the sameelae bowed
himself down upon both his forefeet, as if herebyhad shown honour to the lion, who stood so imrablyeupon
the fountain, that | had taken him to be of stonbrass. The lion immediately took the naked sweinith he had
in his paw, and broke it in two in the middle, @hd pieces of it, it seemed to me, sunk into thafain; after
which he roared for so long, until a white doveugit a branch of olive in her bill, which the lidevoured in an
instant, and so was quieted. And so the unicourmed to his place with joy.

Hereupon our Virgin led us down again by the wigdétairs from the scaffold, and so we again madeexerence
towards the curtain. We were to wash our handshaads in the fountain, and there to wait a litttélevin our
order, till the King was again returned into hidl lizrough a certain secret gallery, and then weevaedso conducted
into our former lodging with choice music, pomgtst and pleasant discourse. And this was donet &nauin the
afternoon. But so that in the meantime the timehmigpt seem too long to us, the Virgin bestowe@ach of us a
noble page, who were not only richly dressed, kg exceedingly learned, so that they could so/afiticourse
upon all subjects that we had good reason to benaesth of ourselves. These were commanded to leagd asd
down the Castle, but only into certain places, ipdssible, to shorten the time according to cesice. Meanwhile
the Virgin took leave with this consolation, thasapper she would be with us again, and afterablebrate the
ceremonies of the hanging up of the weights, reqmgethat we would in patience wait till the nextyd for on the
morrow we must be presented to the King.

She having thus departed from us, each of us dat st pleased him. One part viewed the excgbaintings,
which they copied out for themselves, and consitlatseo what the wonderful characters might sigrifthers
wanted to occupy themselves again with meat amdkdri

| caused my page to conduct me (together with nmyp@mion) up and down the Castle, which walk | shaller
regret as long as | have a day to live. For begsiamsy other glorious antiquities, the Royal Sepidahas also
showed to me, by which I learned more than is exteall books. There in the same place standstaksglorious
phoenix (about which, two years ago, | publishgadicular small discourse). And | am resolvedc@se this
narration shall prove useful) to set forth seveaaticular treatises concerning the lion, eagl#figr falcon and the
like, together with their draughts and inscriptioligrieves me for my other companions, that theglected such
precious treasures. And yet | cannot but thinkaswthe special will of God that it should be simdeed reaped the
most benefit from my page, for according as eaehsogenius lay, so he led whoever was entrustadrténto the
quarters and places which were pleasing to him. Navkeys belonging hereunto were committed to agepand
therefore this good fortune happened to me befaedst; for although he invited others to comeyét they
imagining such tombs to be only in the churchy#rdught they should get there well enough, whenawgthing
was to be seen there. Neither shall these monurfestsoth of us copied and transcribed them) bieheltl from
my thankful scholars.

The other thing that was shown to us two was th®enlibrary as it was all together before the Refation. Of
which (although it makes my heart rejoice as oéten call it to mind) | have so much the less typ d&cause the
catalogue of it is very shortly to be publishedti#¢ entry to this room stands a great book, #teedf which | never
saw, in which all the figures, rooms, portals, afiadhe writings, riddles and the like, to be s@ethe whole Castle,
are delineated. Now although we made a promiseeroimg this also, yet at present | must containatfiyand first
learn to know the world better. In every book staitsl author painted; of which (as | understoodhynaere to be
burnt, so that even their memory might be blottetifimm amongst the righteous.

Now having taken a full view of this, and havingusmely gone forth, another page came running tang,having
whispered something in our page's ear, he delivepatie keys to him, who immediately carried themthe
winding stairs. But our page was very much outamfrdenance, and we having set hard upon him witteaties, he
declared to us that the King's Majesty would bymeans permit that either of the two, namely thelipand
sepulchres, should be seen by any man, and theredobesought us as we cared for his life, to telkeato no
man, he having already utterly denied it. Whereupath of us stood hovering between joy and fedritye
continued in silence, and no man made further epgudout it. Thus in both places we passed threeshavhich |
do not at all repent.

Now although it had already struck seven, yet mgitiad so far been given us to eat; however, ongéruwas easy
to abate by constant revivings, and | could be wetitent to fast all my life long with such entartaent. About
this time the curious fountains, mines, and altkinf art-shops, were also shown to us, of whiehethivas none but



surpassed all our arts, even if they should athkéied into one mass. All their chambers were li#t semi-circle,
so that they might have before their eyes the gastickwork which was erected upon a fair turrethia centre, and
regulate themselves according to the course gbldmeets, which were to be seen on it in a glorimasner. And
hence | could easily conjecture where our artmiled; however it's none of my duty to inform them.

At length | came into a spacious room (shown indedtie rest a great while before) in the middlevbfch stood a
terrestrial globe, whose diameter was thirty fakthough nearly half of it, except a little whiclasvcovered with
the steps, was let into the earth. Two men migddite turn this globe about with all its furniturgg that no more of
it was ever to be seen, just so much as was abevearizon. Now although | could easily conceivat tihis was of
some special use, yet | could not understand veatt ringlets of gold (which were upon it in sevptaces)
served for; at which my page laughed, and advisedowiew them more closely. In brief, | found theny native
country noted in gold also; whereupon my compasimnght his, and found that so too. Now for as nagthe
same happened in a similar way to the rest whaddtgpthe page told us for certain that it was ety declared
to the King's Majesty by their old Atlas (so is thstronomer named) that all the gilded points dyamswered to
their native countries, according as had been showach of them. And therefore he also, as sod® grceived
that | undervalued myself and that neverthelesethmod a point upon my native country, moved afrtbe
Captains to entreat for us that we should be san tipe scale (without peril) at all adventures;eesly seeing one
of our native countries had a notable good marld #haly it was not without reason that he, the pape had the
greatest power of all the rest, was bestowed orFmethis | then returned him thanks, and immedjidteoked
more diligently upon my native country, and foundreover that besides the ringlet, there were as@in delicate
streaks upon it, which nevertheless | would notheeight to speak about to my own praise and glory.

| saw much more too upon this globe than | am mdllio reveal. Let each man take into consideratioy every
city does not produce a philosopher. After thiddakus right into the globe, which was thus madethe sea (there
being a large square beside it) was a tablet, dohdtood three dedications and the author's nainieh a man
might gently lift up and by a little joined board gto the centre, which was capable of holding foersons, being
nothing but a round board on which we could sitl ahease, by broad daylight (it was now alreadk)da
contemplate the stars. To my thinking they wereenoairbuncles which glittered in an agreeable owrtet,moved
so gallantly that | had scarcely any mind everdagt again, as the page afterwards told the Vingith which she
often teased me.

For it was already supper-time, and | had so muchsad myself in the globe, that | was almost teedathe table;
so | made no more delay, but having put on my gagain (which | had before laid aside) and steppontdpe table,
the waiters treated me with so much reverence anddur, that for shame | dared not look up, andreovares
permitted the Virgin, who attended me on one dinlstand, which she soon perceiving, twitched mébygown,
and so led me to the table. To speak any furthecerming the music, or the rest of that magnifi@ntertainment, |
hold it needless, both because it is not possibéxpress it well enough, and because | have rghdrabove
according to my power. In brief, there was nothimgre but art and amenity.

Now after we had related our employment since rtoa@ach other (however, not a word was spokeneofiltinary
and monuments), being already merry with the wiine,Virgin began thus: "My Lords, | have a greattemtion
with one of my sisters. In our chamber we haveagiee Now we cherish him with such diligence, #ath of us is
desirous to be the best beloved, and upon tha¢ se@have many a squabble. One day we concludgal both
together to him, and toward whom he should showsblfrmost friendly, hers should he properly be sThe need,
and | (as commonly) carried in my hand a branclawfel, but my sister had none. Now as soon aseus both,
he immediately gave my sister another branch whehad in his beak, and reached for mine, whicwvedim.
Now each of us hereupon imagined herself to belimeted of him; which way am I to resolve mysélf?

This modest proposal of the Virgin pleased us &ty well, and each one would gladly have heaedsiution,
but inasmuch as they all looked to me, and wantedontbegin, my mind was so extremely confoundetlitkaew
not what else to do with it but propound anothetdrstead, and therefore said: "Gracious Ladyy y@aalyship's
guestion would easily be resolved if one thingmtid perplex me. | had two companions, both of wiisked me
exceedingly; now they being doubtful which of thesass most dear to me, concluded to run to me, | anasy and
that he whom | should then embrace should be gie. rThis they did, yet one of them could not kpape with the
other, so he stayed behind and wept, the otheblared with amazement. Now when they had afterwards
discovered the business to me, | did not know foresolve myself, and have since then let it reghis manner,
until I may find some good advice herein".

The Virgin wondered at it, and well observed whbmed | was, whereupon she replied, "Well thenugeboth be
quit"; and then desired the solution from the rest.

But | had already made them wise. So the next bégan "In the city where | live, a Virgin was retly
condemned to death, but the Judge, being someuittiak fowards her, caused it to be proclaimed thany man



desired to become the Virgin's Champion, he shbale free leave to do it. Now she had two lovédrs;dne
presently made himself ready, and came into the tiisawait his adversary; afterwards the othey piesented
himself, but coming somewhat too late, he resohe¢krtheless to fight, and willingly suffer himsedfbe
vanquished, so that the Virgin's life might be preged, which also succeeded accordingly".

Whereupon each challenged her: "Now my Lords, uiestme, to which of them of right does she belong?"

The Virgin could hold out no longer, but said, Hibtight to have gained much information, and havergself into
the net, but yet would gladly hear whether theeeaary more to come.”

"Yes, that there are", answered the third, "a gieaadventure has not yet been recounted thamtheh happened
to me. In my youth | loved a worthy maid: now sattiny love might attain its desired end, | usedrploy an
ancient matron, who easily brought me to her. Nowappened that the maid's brethren came in upgustias we
three were together, and were in such a ragehbgtwould have taken my life, but upon my vehement
supplication, they at length forced me to sweaake each of them for a year, to be my wedded Wy tell me,
my Lords, should | take the old, or the young ar&?"

We all laughed sufficiently at this riddle, and tiglh some of them muttered to one another aboystithone would
undertake to unfold it.

Hereupon the fourth began: "In a certain city thebrelt an honourable lady, who was beloved oftalt,especially
by a young nobleman, who was too importunate wéth At length she gave him this determination, thaé could
lead her into a fair green garden of roses in d wahter, then he should obtain what he desirediflmot, he must
resolve never to see her again. The nobleman &ayelall countries to find such a man as mightgoer this, till
at length he found a little old man that promiseda it for him, if he would assure him of half leistate; which he
having consented to the other, was as good asdris Whereupon he invited the aforesaid lady taghisien,
where, contrary to her expectation, she foundhadigs green, pleasant and warm, and rememberingrberise,
she only requested that she might once more rédunar lord, to whom with sighs and tears she bleddier
lamentable condition. But because he sufficiendscpived her faithfulness, he dispatched her badlet lover
who had so dearly purchased her, so that she mighthim satisfaction. This husband's integrity siidmightily
affect the nobleman, that he thought it a sin tekoso honest a wife; so he sent her home againhwitour to her
lord. Now the little man perceiving such faith iatb these, would not, however poor he was, bedgast in honour,
but restored to the nobleman all his goods againvaant his way. Now, my lords, | know not whichtbése
persons may have shown the greatest ingenuity?"

Here our tongues were quite cut off. Neither wablel Virgin make any other reply, but only that destshould go
on.

So the fifth, without delay, began: "My Lords, | dot wish to make long work of this; who has theater joy, he
that beholds what he loves, or he that only thiork&?"

"He that beholds it," said the Virgin.

"No," | answered.

Hereupon a debate arose, so the sixth called blyt)drds, | am to take a wife; now | have before anmaid, a
married wife, and a widow; ease me of this doubd lawill afterwards help to order the rest."

"It goes well there," replied the seventh, "wheraan has a choice, but with me the case is otherivismy youth |
loved a fair and virtuous virgin from the bottomro¥ heart, and she loved me in similar manner; veweecause
of her friends' denial we could not come togetherédlock. Whereupon she was married to anothé@ary@onest
and discreet person, who maintained her honouwidywith affection, until she came to the painshofdbirth,
which went so hard for her that all thought she dead, so with much state and great mourning slsenterred.
Now | thought to myself, during her life you couidve no part in this woman, but now she is deadnyau
embrace and kiss her sufficiently; so | took myvaat with me, who dug her up by night. Now havipgoed the
coffin and locked her in my arms, feeling about heart, | found some little motion in it still, wihi increased more
and more from my warmth, till at last | perceivédttshe was indeed still alive. So | quietly boee lome, and
after | had warmed her chilled body with a costiythof herbs, | committed her to my mother unté sinought
forth a fair son, whom | caused to be nursed falthf as for his mother. After two days (she bethgn in great
amazement) | revealed to her all the precedingraffequesting her for the time to come to livehwite as a wife;
against which she found exception, in case it shbalgrievous to her husband who had maintainedvaktiand
honourably. But if it could be otherwise, she whBged in love at present to one as well as therotiow after
two months (being then about to make a journeyisee) | invited her husband as a guest, and anhoitiger
things demanded of him whether, if his deceased shbuld come home again, he would be content&vue her.
He affirmed it with tears and lamentations, anddught him his wife together with his son, and gameaccount of
all the preceding business, entreating him toyratith his consent my intended espousals. Aftemg Idispute he
could not deny me my right, but had to leave menlis. But there was still a debate about the son."



Here the Virgin interrupted him, and said, "It makee wonder how you could double the afflicted manief."
"What," he answered, "Was | not concerned aboluttion this there arose a dispute amongst us, get affirmed
that he had done right. "No," he said, "l freelfuraed him both his wife and his son. Now tell my, Lords, was
my honesty, or this man's joy, the greater?"”

These words had so much cheered the Virgin thaf fialsad been for the sake of these two) she @dashealth to
be drunk.

After which the rest of the proposals went on somawvperplexedly, so that | could not retain theimyat this
comes to my mind, that one said that a few yedia®de had seen a physician, who brought a pafegbod
against winter, with which he warmed himself alhter long; but as soon as the spring returned lietlse very
same wood again, and so had use of it for nothing.

"Here there must be skill," said the Virgin, "bbettime is now past.”

"Yes," replied my companion, "whoever does not ustdad how to resolve all the riddles may give eaaim
notice of it by a proper messenger, and he willbetlenied."

At this time they began to say grace, and we aatigegether from the table, satisfied and merthieathan
satiated; and it is to be wished that all invitati@nd feastings were kept like this. Having ndwetea few turns up
and down the hall again, the Virgin asked us whetleedesired to begin the wedding.

"Yes, noble and virtuous lady," said one. Whereugtom privately despatched a page, and yet in tizatinee
proceeded in discourse with us. In brief she hezhdly become so familiar with us, that | ventuedeguest her
Name. The Virgin smiled at my curiosity, but yetsnat moved, but replied:

"My Name contains five and fifty, and yet has oalght letters; the third is the third part of tlifehf which added
to the sixth will produce a number whose root sbatieed the third itself by just the first, andithe half of the
fourth. Now the fifth and the seventh are equad,l&st and the fifth are also equal, and make thighsecond as
much as the sixth, which contains just four moemtthe third tripled. Now tell me, my lord, what &wcalled?"
The answer was intricate enough to me, yet | dideave off, but said, "Noble and virtuous lady,ynhaot have
only one letter?"

"Yes", she said, "that may well be done".

"What then," | replied again, "may the seventh aor"

"It contains", she said, "as many as there areslbete".

With this | was content, and easily found her Naateyhich she was very pleased, and assured umtlet more
should yet be revealed to us.

Meantime certain virgins had made themselves reaaty,came in with great ceremony. First of all fwaoiths
carried lights before them; one of them was of f@toountenance, sprightly eyes and gentle proporiibe other
looked rather angry, and whatever he would havestioe, as | afterwards perceived. After them fisowed four
virgins. One looked shame-facedly towards the eagty humble in behaviour. The second also wasdest,
bashful virgin. The third, as she entered the rosgemed amazed at something, and as | understedasnot
easily abide where there is too much mirth. Thetfobrought with her certain small wreaths, thergbynanifest
her kindness and liberality.

After these four came two who were somewhat mave@lsly appareled; they saluted us courteouslhe @frthem
had a gown of sky colour spangled with golden sfEing other's was green, beautified with red anidevdtripes.
On their heads they had thin flying tiffaties, wii@dorned them most becomingly.

At last came one on her own, who had a coroneeoméad, but looked up rather towards heaven thaartls
earth. We all thought it was the Bride, but werecmmistaken, although otherwise in honour, richet state she
much surpassed the Bride; and she afterwards tiiedthole Wedding. Now on this occasion we alldaid our
Virgin, and fell down on our knees; however, shevedd herself to be extremely humble, offering eweg/her
hand, and admonishing us not to be too much seipesthis, for this was one of her smallest basntbut to lift
up our eyes to our Creator, and learn hereby tan@eledge his omnipotency, and so proceed in owrprised
course, employing this grace to the praise of God,the good of man. In sum, her words were quiterdnt from
those of our Virgin, who was somewhat more worldifgey pierced me through even to my bones and mwarro
"And you," she said further to me, "have receiveaterthan others, see that you also make a largenréThis to
me was a very strange sermon; for as soon as whsavirgins with the music, we imagined we musirsbegin
to dance, but that time was not as yet come. Newwkights, which have been mentioned before, sttithéh the
same place, so the Duchess (I knew not yet whavalsg commanded each virgin to take up one, butitd/rgin
she gave her own, which was the last and greatedtcommanded us to follow behind. Our majesty tivas
somewhat abated, for | observed well that our Virgas too good for us, and we were not so higlpyted as we
ourselves were almost in part willing to fantasiSe.we went behind in our order, and were brouglat the first
chamber, where our Virgin in the first place hupgtlve Duchess' weight, during which an excelleiritspl hymn



was sung. There was nothing costly in this roonesaly curious little prayer books which should eele
missing. In the middle was erected a pulpit, vempvenient for prayer, in which the Duchess knedledn, and
about her we all had to kneel and pray after thgikj who read out of a book, that this Wedding Imhiggnd to the
honour of God, and our own benefit. Afterwards \&ene into the second chamber, where the first Vinging up
her weight too, and so forward until all the ceremas were finished. Hereupon the Duchess agairepted her
hand to everyone, and departed hence with hemvirgi

Our president stayed yet a while with us. But beedtihad already been night for two hours, sheldvoa longer
detain us. | thought she was glad of our compaelske bade us good night, and wished us quigtaredtso
departed friendlily, although unwillingly, from u@ur pages were well instructed in their businassd, therefore
showed every man his chamber, and stayed withaistanother bed, so that in case we wanted arythenmight
make use of them. My chamber (of the rest | amabtg to speak) was royally furnished with rare sapes, and
hung about with paintings. But above all thingglighted in my page, who was so excellently spoken,
experienced in the arts, that he spent yet andihar with me, and it was half past three whenstfiell asleep. And
this was the first night that | slept in quiet, aret a scurvy dream would not let me rest; fotta! night | was
troubled with a door which | could not get opent &ulast | did it. With these fantasies | pasdettime, till at
length towards day | awakened.
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| was still lying in my bed, and leisurely survegiall the noble images and figures up and down aimyuchamber,
when suddenly | heard the music of coronets, teeif were already in procession. My page jumpedbthe bed
as if he had been at his wit's end, and looked fik@eone dead than living. In what state | wasitleeasily
imaginable, for he said, "The rest are alreadyentesl to the King." | did not know what else tolid weep
outright and curse my own slothfulness; yet | dedsnyself, but my page was ready long before nme ram out of
the chamber to see how affairs might yet stand.hBwoon returned, and brought with him this joyfelvs, that
indeed the time was not yet, but | had only ov@rtshey breakfast, they being unwilling to awaken Imeeause of
my age.

But now it was time for me to go with him to theufgain where most of them were assembled. With this
consolation my spirit returned again, so | was saauy with my habit, and went after the page &fttuntain in
the aforementioned garden, where | found thatitme Instead of his sword, had a pretty large tatyehim. Now
having looked well at it, | found that it was takeut of the ancient monuments, and placed hersdae special
honour. The inscription was somewhat worn out ik, and therefore | have a mind to set it dowe,hes it is,
and give everyone leave to consider it.

("Hermes the Prince. After so many wounds inflicbechumankind, here by God's counsel and the HaleoArt
flow I, a healing medicine. Let him drink me whmcaet him wash who will : let him trouble me wHare : drink,
brethren and live".)

This writing might well be read and understood, aral therefore suitably be placed here, becalisedsier than
any of the rest.

Now after we had first washed ourselves out offtlumtain, and every man had taken a draught cahahtirely
golden cup, we were once again to follow the Virgito the hall, and there put on new apparel, whiels all of
cloth of gold gloriously set out with flowers. Tleawas also given to everyone another Golden Fledueh was
set about with precious stones, and various workimaraccording to the utmost skill of each artifig@n it hung a
weighty medal of gold, on which were figured tha sund moon in opposition; but on the other sidedthis
saying, "The light of the moon shall be as thetligithe sun, and the light of the sun shall beeseimes lighter
than at present.” But our former jewels were laid little casket, and committed to one of the erait

After this the Virgin led us out in our order, whdhe musicians waited ready at the door, all agedrin red velvet
with white guards. After which a door (which | newsaw open before) to the Royal winding stairs walscked.
There the Virgin led us, together with the musie three hundred and sixty five stairs; there we sathing that
was not of extremely costly workmanship, full ofifice; and the further we went, the more glorigtif was the
furniture, until at length at the top we came ura@@ainted arch, where the sixty virgins attendgdl richly



appareled. Now as soon as they had bowed to usyenals well as we could, had returned our revesenar
musicians were sent away, and must go down thes stgain, the door being shut after them. Aftes hiittle bell
was tolled; then in came in a beautiful Virgin whrmught everyone a wreath of laurel. But our visgivad branches
given them.

Meanwhile a curtain was drawn up, where | saw thggland Queen as they sat there in their majestyhad not
the Duchess yesterday so faithfully warned mepukhhave forgotten myself, and have equaled thipeaakable
glory to Heaven. For apart from the fact that them glistened with gold and precious stones, thee@is robes
were moreover made so that | was not able to behelt. And whereas before | esteemed anything to be
handsome, here all things so much surpassed thasdbfe stars in heaven are elevated.

In the meantime the Virgin came in, and so eadh®irgins taking one of us by the hand, with mosfound
reverence presented us to the King, whereupon itlggn\began to speak thus: "That to honour youradoy
Majesties (most gracious King and Queen) theseslbede present have ventured here in peril of lamdiife, your
Majesties have reason to rejoice, especially dinegyreatest part are qualified for the enlargihgoor Majesties'
Estates and Empire, as you will find by a most igriagand particular examination of each of thenreith |
desired to have them presented in humility to ydajesties, with most humble suit to discharge nfysithis
commission of mine, and most graciously to takdigeht information from each of them, concerningtbbmy
actions and omissions."

Hereupon she laid down her branch upon the graNaod: it would have been very fitting for one of eshave put
in and said something on this occasion, but seemgvere all tongue-tied, at length the old Atlapgied forward
and spoke on the King's behalf:- "Their Royal Magssdo most graciously rejoice at your arrivald avish that
their Royal Grace be assured to all, and every Wad.with your administration, gentle Virgin, thaye most
graciously satisfied, and accordingly a Royal Relsdrall therefore be provided for you. Yet it id gheir
intention that you shall also continue to be witarh this day, inasmuch as they have no reasonstousi you."
Hereupon the Virgin humbly took up the branch agaimd so we for the first time were to step asidin\our
Virgin. This room was square on the front, fiveesrbroader than it was long; but towards the Wéntd a great
arch like a porch, wherein in a circle stood thgkwious royal thrones, yet the middlemost was sehad higher
than the rest. Now in each throne sat two perdartbe first sat a very ancient King with a greyalg yet his
consort was extraordinarily fair and young. In thied throne sat a black King of middle age, anchby a dainty
old matron, not crowned, but covered with a veilt B the middle sat the two young persons, andghahey had
likewise wreaths of laurel upon their heads, yaratiem hung a large and costly crown. Now althaihgly were
not at this time so fair as | had before imagiredyself, yet so it was to be. Behind them on adoiorm sat for
the most part ancient men, yet none of them hadsewyd or other weapon about him, at which | woader
Neither saw | any other body-guard, but certairgWis who were with us the day before, who sat ersitles of the
arch.

Here | cannot pass over in silence how the litipi@ flew to and fro there, but for the most pathovered over
and played the wanton about the great crown; somesthe seated himself between the two lovers, sbatew
smiling upon them with his bow. Indeed, sometimesrtade as if he would shoot one of us. In brié§, khave was
so full of his waggery, that we would not even spide little birds which flew in multitudes up addwn the room,
but tormented them all he could. The virgins alad their pastimes with him, but whenever they caaltth him, it
was not so easy a matter for him to get from thgaira Thus this little knave made all the sport anidh.

Before the Queen stood a small but inexpressiblipas altar, on which lay a book covered with blaekvet, a
little overlaid with gold. By this stood a smalptr in an ivory candlestick. Now although it wasywemall, yet it
burnt continually, and was such that had not Cupidport, now and then puffed upon it, we could reve
conceived it to be fire. By this stood a sphereadestial globe, which turned clearly about bylftdgext to this, a
small striking-watch, and by that was a little ¢aypipe or syphon-fountain, out of which perpeliyighn a clear
blood-red liquor. And last of all there was a skall death's head; in this was a white serpent, wdmof such a
length that though she wound about the rest ofé ¢ircle, her tail still remained in one of theekoles until her
head again entered the other; so she never stimedher skull, unless it happened that Cupid theétt a little at
her, for then she slipped in so suddenly that Wwecalld not choose but marvel at it.

Together with this altar, there were up and dovenrdom wonderful images, which moved themselvatthsy
had been alive, and had so strange a contrivaaté tlvould be impossible for me to relate it alkewise, as we
were passing out, there began such a marvellodsdfimocal music, that | could not tell for sureetter it was
performed by the virgins who still stayed behindbg the images themselves. Now we being satigtiethe time
being, went away with our virgins, who (the musisideing already present) led us down the windiaigssagain,
and the door was diligently locked and bolted.

As soon as we had come again into the hall, otleeo¥irgins began: "I wonder, Sister, that you daaeard



yourself amongst so many people."

"My Sister," replied our president, "I am afraidrafne so much as of this man," pointing at me.

This speech went to my heart, for | well understtiat she mocked at my age, and indeed | was thespbdf them
all. Yet she comforted me again with the promisg thl behaved myself well towards her, she woeddily rid me
of this burden.

Meantime a light meal was again brought in, andyewee's Virgin seated by him; they knew well howstmrten
the time with handsome discourses, but what thsgodirses and sports were | dare not blab outhafdcBut most
of the questions were about the arts, whereby Idoeasily gather that both young and old were cosar in
knowledge. But still it ran in my thoughts how Ight become young again, whereupon | was somewHdesa
The Virgin perceived this, and therefore begareti anything, if | lie with him tonight, he shak Ipleasanter in the
morning."

Hereupon they all began to laugh, and althoughlighetd all over, yet | had to laugh too at my owduitk.

Now there was one there who had a mind to returmlisgrace upon the Virgin again, so he said, "lehnpt only
we, but the virgins themselves too, will bear withen behalf of our brother, that our lady predithes promised to
be his bedfellow tonight."

"l should be well content with it," replied the gin, "if | had no reason to be afraid of my sisteese; there would
be no hold with them should | choose the best amdifomest for myself, against their will."

"My Sister," began another, "we find by this thatiy high office doesn't make you proud; so if witur
permission we might divide by lot the lords heregamt among us for bedfellows, you should withgnod will
have such a prerogative."”

We let this pass for a jest, and again began tmdise together. But our Virgin could not leavertenting us, and
therefore began again. "My lords, what about ifskeuld let fortune decide which of us must lie thge tonight?"
"Well," | said, "if it may not be otherwise, we g@t refuse such an offer."

Now because it was concluded to make this trigrafte meal, we resolved to sit ho longer at tadweye arose,
and each one walked up and down with his Virgin.

"No," said the Virgin, "it shall not be so yet, et us see how fortune will couple us," upon whighwere
separated.

But now first arose a dispute how the businessldhaeicarried out; but this was only a premeditatedce, for the
Virgin instantly made the proposal that we should aurselves together in a ring, and that she bregmto count
the seventh from herself, was to be content wighftilowing seventh, whether it were a virgin, aman. For our
parts we were not aware of any craft, and thergferenitted it to be so; but when we thought we imaayled
ourselves very well, the virgins nevertheless veerelever that each one knew her station beforehemal Virgin
began to reckon; the seventh from her was anothginythe third seventh a virgin likewise, andsthiappened so
long till (to our amazement) all the virgins caroetli, and none of us was hit. Thus we poor pitiftgtches
remained standing alone, and were moreover foreadffer ourselves to be jeered at, and to confesaere very
handsomely tricked. In short, whoever had seem asii order, might sooner have expected the skgiltdhan that
it should never have come to our turn. With this gport was at an end, and we had to satisfy atgsetith the
Virgin's waggery.

In the interim, the little wanton Cupid came inu®too. But we could not sport ourselves with himwegh, because
he presented himself on behalf of their Royal M#&ssand delivered us a health (from them) owt gblden cup,
and had to call our virgins to the King, declaraigo that he could at this time tarry no longehwitem. So with a
due return of our most humble thanks we let hinoffyagain.

Now because (in the interim) the mirth had begufalidco my consort's feet - and the virgins weog sorry to see it
- they quickly started up a civil dance, which hbkl with pleasure rather than taking part; formsrcurialists
were so ready with their postures, as if they loadj lbeen of the trade. After a few dances our ge@sicame in
again, and told us how the artists and studentoffated themselves to their Royal Majesties, fairthonour and
pleasure, to act a merry comedy before their depgrand if we thought it good to be present a, thind to wait
upon their Royal Majesties to the House of the Sumpuld be acceptable to them, and they wouldtrgeaciously
acknowledge it. Hereupon in the first place wemgd our most humble thanks for the honour vouehsas; not
only this, but moreover we most submissively teadesur humble service.

This the Virgin related again, and presently brawgdrd to attend their Royal Majesties (in our ajde the
gallery, where we were soon led; and we did not ktiag there, for the Royal Procession was justyeget
without any music at all. The unknown Duchess wlas with us yesterday went in front, wearing a siaadl
costly coronet, appareled in white satin. She edmiothing but a small crucifix which was made gpkarl, and this
very day wrought between the young King and hisi®&riAfter her went the six aforementioned virgm$wo
ranks, who carried the King's jewels belonging little altar. Next to these came the three Kifdse



Bridegroom was in the midst of them in a plain drdmut in black satin, after the Italian fashiom kad on a small
round black hat, with a little pointed black feath&hich he courteously took off to us, so to sigtiis favour
towards us. We bowed ourselves to him, as alseetdittst, as we had been instructed before. Alterkings came
the three Queens, two of whom were richly dresiBatishe in the middle was likewise all in blackd &upid held
up her train. After this, intimation was given t® to follow, and after us the Virgins, till at lagtl Atlas brought up
the rear.

In such procession, through many stately walksaiength came to the House of the Sun, theretonekie King
and Queen, upon a richly furnished scaffold, todietlthe previously ordained comedy. We indeed, gfou
separated, stood on the right hand of the KingstHauvirgins stood on the left, except those t@mtihe Royal
Ensigns were committed. To them was allotted tbein place at the top of all. But the rest of theradants had to
stand below between the columns, and to be coni¢imthat.

Now because there are many remarkable passadds oomedy, | will not omit to go over it briefly.

First of all a very ancient King came on, with soseevants; before his throne was brought a littkest, with
mention being made that it was found upon the watew it being opened, there appeared in it a phelby,
together with some jewels, and a small letter o€lpaent sealed and superscribed to the King, wihiehing
therefore opened; and having read it, wept, and deelared to his servants how injuriously the Kafighe Moors
had deprived his aunt of her country, and had guighed all the royal seed even to his infant, withdaughter of
which country he had now the intention of matchamgyson. Hereupon he swore to maintain perpetualtgwith
the Moor and his allies, and to revenge this upemt, and with this he commanded that the child Ehbe
tenderly nursed, and to make preparation agaiesttior. Now this provision, and the discipliningtbé young
lady (who after she had grown up a little was cottedito an ancient tutor) took up all the first,agith many very
fine and laudable sports besides.

In the interlude a lion and griffin were set at amother to fight, and the lion got the victory,iglhwas also a
pretty sight.

In the second act, the Moor, a very black treaaefellow, came on too. He, having with vexatiomerstood that
his murder had been discovered, and that a l#tlg vas craftily stolen from him too, began themufo consult
how by stratagem he might be able to encountepsegul an adversary; on which he was eventuallyssd! by
certain fugitives who fled to him because of a fa@iSo the young lady, contrary to everyone's dagieas, fell
again into his hands; he would have been likelyaee caused her to be slain if he had not been evarly
deceived by his own servants. Thus this act wasladad too, with a marvellous triumph of the Moor.

In the third act a great army of the King's pargswaised against the Moor, and put under the @drmd@n ancient
valiant knight, who fell into the Moor's countryl] &t length he forcibly rescued the young ladyrirthe tower, and
appareled her anew. After this in a trice they teet@ glorious scaffold, and placed their young lagon it.
Presently twelve royal ambassadors came, amongstuihe aforementioned knight made a speech, alieit
the King his most gracious lord had not only dekeher from death earlier, and even caused Hee toyally
brought up until now (though she had not behaveddhiealtogether as became her). But moreover bigR
Majesty had, before others, elected her to be asspfor the young lord his son, and most graciodskired that
the said espousals might actually be executeleif tvould be sworn to his Majesty upon the follogvarticles.
Hereupon out of a patent he caused certain glodonditions to be read, which if it were not toadowould be
well worthy of being recounted here. In brief, ffeaing lady took an oath inviolably to observe tams, returning
thanks too in a most seemly way for such a highegrd/hereupon they began to sing to the praiseodf Gf the
King, and the young lady, and so for the time belaparted.

For sport, in the meantime, the four beasts of Blaps he saw them in the vision and as he deskttiitsn at
length, were brought in, all of which had its certsignification.

In the fourth act the young lady was again restoodter lost kingdom, and crowned, and for a whilghis array,
conducted about the place with extraordinary jofgethis many and various ambassadors presenteastives,
not only to wish her prosperity, but also to behuda glory. Yet it was not for long that she preserher integrity,
but soon began again to look wantonly about het tamwink at the ambassadors and lords; in thigisye acted
her part to the life.

These manners of hers were soon known to the Mday,would by no means neglect such an opportuaitg,
because her steward did not pay sufficient attarticher, she was easily blinded with great prosjise that she
did not keep good confidence with her King, butatély submitted herself entirely to the dispodahe Moor.
Hereupon the Moor made haste, and having (by heserd) got her into his hands, he gave her goodsuantil all
her kingdom had subjected itself to him. After whim the third scene of this act, he caused hbetled forth, and
first to be stripped stark naked, and then to henbddo a post upon a scurvy wooden scaffold, artlsweurged,
and at last sentenced to death. This was so waedpéctacle, that it made the eyes of many run blereupon like



this, naked as she was, she was cast into priserg to await her death, which was to be procuyggbizon, which
actually did not kill her, but made her leprousader. Thus this act was for the most part lamdatab

Between acts, they brought forth Nebuchadnezzadgé, which was adorned with all manner of armgherhead,
breast, belly, legs and feet, and the like, of Whimre shall be said in the future explanation.

In the fifth act the young King was told of all tHead passed between the Moor and his future sphad#st
interceded with his father for her, entreating gfa might not be left in that condition; which father having
agreed to, ambassadors were despatched to corefdrt her sickness and captivity, but yet also &kenher see
her inconsiderateness. But she still would notiuecthem, but consented to be the Moor's conculihéh was
also done, and the young King was acquainted with i

After this came a band of fools, each of which Igttuwith him a cudgel; within a trice they maderaaj globe of
the world, and soon undid it again. It was a fipertive fantasy.

In the sixth act the young King resolved to doleattith the Moor, which was also done. And althotigé Moor
was discomforted, yet all held the young King todé dead. At length he came to himself againaselé his
spouse, and committed her to his steward and dnafilae first of these tormented her greatly; ttientables were
turned, and the priest was so insolently wicked ieshad to be above all, until this was reportethé young King;
who hastily despatched one who broke the neckeoptlest's mightiness, and adorned the bride iresoieasure
for the nuptials.

After the act a vast artificial elephant was braughth. He carried a great tower with musicianbjak was also
well pleasing to all.

In the last act the bridegroom appeared with sachppas cannot be believed, and | was amazed heasibrought
to pass. The bride met him in similar solemnity evtupon all the people cried out LONG LIVE THE
BRIDEGROOM! LONG LIVE THE BRIDE! - so that by thisomedy they also congratulated our King and Queen
in the most stately manner, which (as | well obsdj\pleased them most extraordinarily well.

At length they walked about the stage in this pssim, till at last they began to sing altogetrsefadlows:

I

This lovely time
Bringeth much joy

With the king's wedding,
So sing ye all

That it resound

And gladness be to him
who giveth it to us.

Il

The beauteous bride

Whom we have long awaited
Shall be betrothed to him,
And we have won
Whereafter we did strive

O happy he

Who looketh to himself.

1

The elders good

Are bidden now,

For Long they were in care,
In honour multiply

That thousands arise

From your own blood

After this thanks were returned, and the comedyfiméshed with joy, and the particular enjoymentloé Royal
Persons, so (the evening also drawing near alrébdy)departed together in their aforementioneeiord

But we were to attend the Royal Persons up theingnstairs into the aforementioned hall, wheretéises were
already richly furnished, and this was the firgidithat we were invited to the King's table. Thielialtar was
placed in the midst of the hall, and the six ragdigns previously mentioned were laid upon itthid time the



young King behaved himself very graciously towandsbut yet he could not be heartily merry; althohg now
and then discoursed a little with us, yet he offighed, at which the little Cupid only mocked, gtayed his
waggish tricks. The old King and Queen were verioss; only the wife of one of the ancient Kingsswgay
enough, the reason for which | did not yet undexkta

During this time, the Royal Persons took up thst tiable, at the second only we sat. At the tlsoine of the
principal virgins placed themselves. The rest efuhgins, and men, all had to wait. This was perked with such
state and solemn stiliness that | am afraid tovesly much about it. But | cannot leave untouchearupere, how
all the Royal Persons, before the meal, attirethtiedves in snow-white glittering garments, andatadswn at the
table. Over the table hung the great golden cralaprecious stones of which would have sufficiedlithminated
the hall without any other light. However, all tights were kindled at the small taper upon tharalivhat the
reason was | did not know for sure. But | took vgopd notice of this, that the young King frequgsiint meat to
the white serpent upon the little altar, which elime to muse.

Almost all the prattle at this banquet was madéithg Cupid, who could not leave us (and me, irdjezspecially)
untormented. He was perpetually producing somagé&anatter. However, there was no considerablédatt
went silently on; from which I, myself, could imagi some great imminent peril. For there was no cratsall
heard; but if we were demanded anything, we hagivi® short round answers, and so let it rest. brtshll things
had so strange a face, that the sweat began ktetdown all over my body; and | am apt to belitvat the most
stout-hearted man alive would then have lost hisage.

Supper being now almost ended, the young King coma@e the book to be reached him from the littlaralt his
he opened, and caused it once again to be propddadss by an old man, whether we resolved to abydeim in
prosperity and adversity; which we having consempedith trembling, he further had us asked, whette would
give him our hands on it, which, when we could fir@levasion, had to be so. Hereupon one after anatbse, and
with his own hand wrote himself down in this book.

When this also had been performed, the little alyfsiuntain, together with a very small crystalsgiawas brought
near, out of which all the Royal Persons drankafter another. Afterwards it was held out to us o so to all
persons; and this was called the Draught of SileHeeeupon all the Royal Persons presented ushhaits,
declaring that if we did not now stick to them, sfe@uld nevermore from now on see them; which tnudyle our
eyes run over. But our president engaged hersdlpammised a great deal on our behalf, which gaget
satisfaction.

Meantime a little bell was tolled, at which all tReyal Persons became so incredibly bleak, thawere ready to
despair utterly. They quickly took off their whig@rments again, and put on entirely black ones.\iltiee hall
likewise was hung about with black velvet, the fl@a@s covered with black velvet, with which alse tteiling
above was overspread (all this being prepared éleémd). After that the tables were also removed adirseated
themselves round about upon the form, and we alsompblack habits. In came our president agaim hdd before
gone out, and she brought with her six black tafstarves, with which she bound the six Royal Petsryes. Now
when they could no longer see, six covered coffiaee immediately brought in by the servants, andisan in the
hall; also a low black seat was placed in the neidBInally, there came in a very coal-black, taéinmwho bore in
his hand a sharp axe. Now after the old King hexl ieen brought to the seat, his head was ingtahipped off,
and wrapped in a black cloth; but the blood wasirkesd into a great golden goblet, and placed wiithih this
coffin that stood by; which, being covered, wasasitle. Thus it went with the rest also, so thhblught it would at
length have come to me too, but it did not. Fos@mn as the six Royal Persons were beheaded,able fian went
out again; another followed after him, and beheddedtoo just before the door, and brought backeiad together
with the axe, which were laid in a little chestigimdeed seemed to me a bloody Wedding, but bedazmuld not
tell what was yet to happen, for the time beingd ko suspend my understanding until | had funtbsolved things.
For the Virgin too, seeing that some of us weratfaearted and wept, bid us be content.

"For", she said to us, "The life of these now stimdyour hands, and if you follow me, this dedthlsmake many
alive."

With this she intimated that we should go to sleeyl trouble ourselves no further on their partttiey should be
sure to have their due right. And so she badelgmatinight, saying that she must watch the dealielsahis night.
We did this, and were each of us conducted by ageg into our lodgings. My page talked with mewfdsy and
various matters (which | still remember very wellijd gave me cause enough to admire his understarilin his
intention was to lull me to sleep, which at lastdll observed; so | made as though | was fast pslag no sleep
came into my eyes, and | could not put the beheadéedf my mind.

Now my lodging was directly over against the gilake, so that | could easily look upon it, the wiag being near
to the bed. About midnight, as soon as it had kttwelve, suddenly | saw a great fire on the laeout of fear |
quickly opened the window to see what would becofrie Then from afar | saw seven ships making famaly



which were all full of lights. Above each of them the top hovered a flame that passed to and ficsametimes
descended right down, so that | could easily jutigé it must be the spirits of the beheaded. Nagelships gently
approached land, and each of them had no moreotitemariner. As soon as they had come to shoaay bsir
Virgin with a torch going towards the ship, aftenam the six covered coffins were carried, togettién the little
chest, and each of them was secretly laid in a ship

So | awakened my page too, who greatly thankedanehaving run up and down a lot all day, he migave slept
through this altogether, though he knew quite w&bkbut it. Now as soon as the coffins were laichanghips, all the
lights were extinguished, and the six flames pabsett together over the lake, so that there wasore than one
light in each ship for a watch. There were alsoasdrmndreds of watchmen who had encamped themsaiviee
shore, and sent the Virgin back again into theleashe carefully bolted everything up again, s ticould judge
that there was nothing more to be done this niglttthat we must await the day.

So we again took ourselves to rest. And | onlylbfry company had a chamber towards the lake, andtis, so
that now | was also extremely weary, and so fédegsin my manifold speculations.
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The night was over, and the dear wished-for daldmpwhen hastily | got out of bed, more desiraukearn what
might yet ensue, than that | had slept enough. Afber | had put on my clothes, and according tocostom had
gone down the stairs, it was still too early, afidund nobody else in the hall; so | entreated yepto lead me
about a little in the castle, and show me somettang. He was now (as always) willing, and led roe/al certain
steps under ground, to a great iron door, on wttieHollowing words in great copper letters werei:

(Here lies buried Venus, that beauty which has naduany a great man both in fortune, honour, bigsand
prosperity.)

This | thus copied, and set down in my table-bdddw after this door was opened, the page led méadhand
through a very dark passage, till we came agaawvery little door, that was only now put to; fas(my page
informed me) it was first opened yesterday wherctiféins were taken out, and had not since beeh 8law as
soon as we stepped in, | saw the most precioug that Nature ever created, for this vault hadigiat lother than
that from certain huge great carbuncles, and #sd (vas informed) was the King's Treasury. Butrttan and most
glorious thing that | saw here was a sepulchre ¢wltood in the middle) so rich that | wondered thavas not
better guarded. To which the page answered mel tzat good reason to be thankful to my planetwhgse
influence it was that | had now seen certain piedeish no other human eye (except the King's fantipd ever
had a view of.

This sepulchre was triangular, and had in the reiddlit a vessel of polished copper; the rest wasice gold and
precious stones. In the vessel stood an angel hetibin his arms an unknown tree, which continudhypped fruit
into the vessel; and as often as the fruit feb ithte vessel, it turned into water, and ran ounftbere into three
small golden vessels standing by. This little altas supported by these three animals, an eagte and a lion,
which stood on an exceedingly costly base.

| asked my page what this might signify.

"Here," he said, "lies buried Lady Venus, that ligavhich has undone many a great man, both in fierthonour,
blessing and prosperity." After which he showedaxwpper door on the pavement.

"Here," he said, "if you please, we may go furttiewn."

"| still follow you," | replied.

So | went down the steps, where it was exceedidgll(, but the page immediately opened a little ghiesvhich
stood a small ever-burning taper, at which he léddine of the torches which lay by. | was greattyified, and
seriously asked how he dared do this?

He said by way of answer "As long as the Royal Bteysre still at rest, we have nothing to fear.”

Then | saw a rich bed ready made, hung about witiogs curtains, one of which he drew aside, wheseev the
Lady Venus stark naked (for he heaved up the cetgeibo) lying there in such beauty, and in sushrarising
fashion, that | was almost beside myself; neitteel get know whether it was a piece thus carved buman
corpse that lay dead there. For she was altogatimovable, and yet | dared not touch her. So steagain



covered, and the curtain drawn before her, yetgwestill (as it were) in my eye. But | soon sawibd the bed a
tablet on which it was written as follows:

(When the fruit of my tree shall be quite meltedvddhen | shall awake and be the mother of a King.)

| asked my page about this writing, but he laugheth the promise that | should know it too. So,putting out the
torch, we ascended again. Then | had a betterdbak the little doors, and first found that oregwcorner there
burned a small taper of pyrites, of which | haddpeftaken no notice, for the fire was so clear ithabked much
more like a stone than a taper. From this heatrd®ewas forced continually to melt, yet it stitbguced new fruit.
Now behold (said the page) what | heard revealddead<ing by Atlas. When the tree (he said) shalghite melted
down, then shall Lady Venus awake, and be the mathe King.

Whilst he was thus speaking, in flew the little @ypvho at first was somewhat abashed at our poesdmnt seeing
us both look more like the dead than the livingcbald not in the end refrain from laughing, demagdvhat spirit
had brought us there. | with trembling answered, tivat | had lost my way in the castle, and hadebere by
chance, and that the page likewise had been loakirend down for me, and at last came upon me hackl|
hoped he would not take it amiss.

"Well then, that's well enough yet, my old busyrgtsire," said Cupid, "but you might easily havevedrme a
scurvy trick, had you been aware of this door. Namust look better to it," and so he put a strazgklon the
copper door where we had before descended.

| thanked God that he had not come upon us sobhepage too was happier, because | had helped diwed at
this pinch.

"Yet," said Cupid, "I cannot let it pass unrevengjest you were so near stumbling upon my dear nngthe

With that he put the point of his dart into ondlu little tapers, and heating it a little, prickee with it on the
hand, which at that time | paid little attention bt was glad that it had gone so well for us, tiad we came off
without further danger.

Meantime my companions had got out of bed too,tettreturned into the hall again. To them | al$ogd myself,
making as if | had just risen. After Cupid had ¢altg made all fast again, he came to us too, andlvhave me
show him my hand, where he still found a little gaf blood; at which he heartily laughed, and bierest have a
care of me, as | would shortly end my days. Wevalhdered how Cupid could be so merry, and haveensesat all
of yesterday's sad occurrences. But he was in yaneabled.

Now our president had in the meantime made hemsatfy for the journey, coming in all in black velvwget she
still carried her branch of laurel. Her virgins thad their branches. Now all things being ready Mhigin asked us
first to drink something, and then presently topaire for the procession, so we did not tarry longfbllowed her
out of the hall into the court. In the court staixd coffins, and my companions thought nothing othan that the
six Royal Persons lay in them, but | well obsertregldevice. Yet | did not know what was to be doité these
others. By each coffin were eight muffled men. Nemvsoon as the music began (it was so mournfutlalesome a
tune, that | was astonished at it) they took upctiféins, and we (as we were ordered) had to ger #tiem into the
aforementioned garden, in the middle of which wasted a wooden edifice, having round about thé aggorious
crown, and standing upon seven columns. Withireitesformed six sepulchres, and by each of themavetsne;
but in the middle was a round hollow rising stomethese graves the coffins were quietly and widmgn
ceremonies laid. The stones were shoveled over,theththey shut fast. But the little chest wasdar the middle.
Herewith my companions were deceived, for they imady nothing other but that the dead corpses virene1
Upon the top of all there was a great flag, hawmhoenix painted on it, perhaps the more to delisdélere | had
great occasion to thank God that | had seen mairettie rest.

Now after the funerals were done, the Virgin, hgvitaced herself upon the middlemost stone, mastme
oration, that we should be constant to our engag&nand not repine at the pains we were hereaftendergo, but
be helpful in restoring the present buried RoyakBes to life again; and therefore without delayise up with her,
to journey to the tower of Olympus, to fetch fromeite medicines useful and necessary for this parpos

This we soon agreed to, and followed her througitheer little door right to the shore. There theesev
aforementioned ships stood all empty, on whichvifgins stuck up their laurel branches, and afteythad
distributed us in the six ships, they caused us tbibegin our voyage in God's name, and lookea wgas long as
they could have us in sight, after which they, veiththe watchmen, returned into the castle. Oipssbach had a
peculiar device. Five of them indeed had the fagufar bodies, each their own, but mine, in whiehYirgin sat
too, carried a globe. Thus we sailed on in a palgicorder, and each ship the Moor lay. In thisengrelve
musicians, who played excellently well, and itsidewvas a pyramid. Next followed three abreastCBand D, in
which we were. | satin C.



In the middle behind these came the two fairestsaatliest ships, E and F, stuck about with maapdhes of
laurel, having no passengers in them; their flageevthe sun and moon. But in the rear was onlysbie G; in this
were forty virgins.

Now having passed over this lake in this way, w&t fivent through a narrow arm, into the right sedsere all the
sirens, nymphs, and sea-goddesses were waitingsfarherefore they immediately dispatched a seaphyto us to
deliver their present and offering of honour to ¥edding. It was a costly, great, set, round anmehtel pearl, the
like of which has never been seen, neither in cantdmnor yet in the new world. Now the Virgin hagifriendlily
received it, the nymph further entreated that aumiemight be given to their entertainments, anaaée a little
stand, which the Virgin was content to do, and camded the two great ships to stand in the midaie thae rest to
encompass them in a pentagon. After which the ngnfiglhinto a ring about, and with a most delicaeset voice
began to sing as follows:

|

Naught better is on earth

Than lovely noble love
Whereby we be as God

And no one vexeth his neighbour.
So let unto the king be sung
That all the sea shall sound.

We ask, and answer ye.

Il

What hath to us life brought ?
'Tis Love

Who hath brought grace again ?
'Tis Love

Whence are we born ?

Of Love

How were we all forlorn ?
Without Love

11

Who hath us then begotten ?

‘Twas Love

Wherefore were we suckled ?
For Love

What owe we to our elders ?

Tis Love

And why are they so patient ?
From Love

v

What doth all things o'ercome ?

'Tis Love

Can we find Love as well ?

Through Love

Where letteth a man good work appear ?
In Love

Who can unite a twain ?

'Tis Love

\Y

So let us all sing

That it resound

To honour Love

Which will increase

With our lord king and queen,



Their bodies are here, their souls are fled.

VI

And as we live

So shall God give

Where love and grace

Did sunder them

That we with flame of Love
May haply join them up again.

VII

So shall this song

In greatest joy

Though thousand generations come
Return into eternity.

When they, with most admirable concert and melbay, finished this song, | no more wondered at digger
stopping the ears of his companions, for | seemedyself the most unhappy man alive, because nahadgeot
made me, too, so trim a creature. But the Virgionsdispatched them, and commanded us to set gailtfiere; so
the nymphs went off too, after they had been piteglewith a long red scarf for a gratuity, and dispe themselves
in the sea.

| was at this time aware that Cupid began to waith we too, which yet tended by a very little todsmy credit,
and forasmuch as my giddiness is not likely to &esdficial to the reader, | am resolved to let st s it is. But this
was the very wound that in the first book | recdiea the head in a dream. And let everyone takainguby me of
loitering about Venus' bed, for Cupid can by no nedarook it.

After some hours, having gone a good way in frigmti$courses, we came within sight of the Towe®bfmpus,
so the Virgin commanded to give the signal of qupraach by the discharge of some pieces, whichalgasdone.
And immediately we saw a great white flag thrudt and a small gilded pinnace sent forth to meeNasv as soon
as this had come to us, we perceived in it a vacjeat man, the Warder of the Tower, with certaiargs clothed
in white, by whom we were friendlily received, asa conducted to the Tower.

This Tower was situated upon an island which watyx square, and which was environed with a wedt tvas so
firm and thick that | myself counted three hundaad sixty passes over. On the other side of thbwed a fine
meadow with certain little gardens, in which grdvasge, and to me unknown, fruits; and then adanetwas an
inner wall about the Tower. The Tower itself wastjas if seven round towers had been built onenbyher, yet the
middlemost was somewhat the higher, and within tdegntered one into another, and had seven staney above
another. Being come in this way to the gates offibnrer, we were led a little aside by the walltlsat, as | well
observed, the coffins might be brought into the @owithout our taking notice; of this the rest kneathing.

This being done, we were conducted into the Towteavery bottom, which although it was excellgmhinted,
yet we had little recreation there; for this washig but a laboratory, where we had to beat anshvpants, and
precious stones, and all sorts of things, and eixtheir juice and essence, and put the same &sega and hand
them over to be put aside. And truly our Virgin veasbusy with us, and so full of her directiongttdhe knew how
to give each of us enough employment, so thatigniskand we had to be mere drudges, till we hddeaed all that
was necessary for the restoring of the beheadei@sod

Meantime (as | afterwards understood) three virgiage in the first apartment washing the bodieb wit
diligence. Now when we had at last almost finisttéd preparation of ours, nothing more was browghbut some
broth with a little draught of wine, by which | ielbserved that we were not here for our pleadtwe when we
had finished our day's work, too, everyone had anfyattress laid on the ground for him, with whigd were to
content ourselves.

For my part | was not very much bothered aboutteg and therefore walked out into the garden,ardngth
came as far as the wall; and because the heaveattzet time very clear, | could well drive awég ttime in
contemplating the stars. By chance | came to a gagnof stone stairs, which led up to the tophaf wall. And
because the moon shone very bright, | was so nhembre confident, and went up, and looked a liflen the sea
too, which was now exceedingly calm.

And thus having good opportunity to consider mdyewt astronomy, | found that this present nightehgould
occur a conjunction of the planets, the like ofethivas not otherwise usually to be observed. Novinigdooked a
good while at the sea, and it being just about iglitnas soon as it had struck twelve | saw froar #ie seven



flames passing over the sea towards here, andgtéhkémselves towards the top of the spire of theeroThis
made me somewhat afraid, for as soon as the flaadsettled themselves, the winds arose, and liegaake the
sea very tempestuous. The moon also was coverbcwitds, and my joy ended with such fear thattsely had
enough time to find the stairs ended with such fiear | scarcely had enough time to find the stagrain, and take
myself to the Tower again. Now whether the flanaesed any longer, or passed away again, | carapgtfer in
this obscurity | did not dare venture abroad more.

So | lay down on my mattress, and there beingerdboratory a pleasant and gently murmuring faantéell
asleep so much the sooner. And thus the fifth daysas concluded with wonders.

Chymical Wedding - Sixth Day
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Next morning, after we had awakened one anothesaw&gether a while to discuss what might yehleesvents
to occur. For some were of the opinion that theyusdhall be brought back to life again togethehéds
contradicted this, because the decease of theragseims not only to restore life, but to incredgsed to the young
ones. Some imagined that they had not been pugathdbut that others had been beheaded in tleaid.st

We now having talked together a pretty long whitegame the old man, and first saluting us, loo&lrdut him to
see if all things were ready, and the processdiisuitly completed. We had so conducted oursehgersegards this
that he had no fault to find with our diligence,lsplaced all the glasses together, and put themaicase.
Presently in came certain youths bringing with treame ladders, ropes, and large wings, which thielydown
before us.

Then the old man began as follows: "My dear soash@f you must this day constantly bear one cfdhibree
things about with him. Now you are free either taka a choice of one of them, or to cast lots aliGut

We replied, "we would choose".

"No," he said, "let it rather go by lot."

Hereupon he made three little schedules. On onertie ‘Ladder’, on the second 'Rope’, on the tilidgs'. These
he put in a hat, and each man must draw, and wéakevgot, that was to be his. Those who got thegémagined
themselves to have the best of it, but | chancegbt@ ladder, which afflicted me greatly, for aswtwelve feet
long, and pretty weighty, and | was forced to céisrwhereas the others could handsomely coil ttaes about
them. And as for the wings, the old man joined tlsenclosely onto the third group, as if they haogr upon
them.

Hereupon he turned the cock, and then the fountionger ran, and we had to remove it from thedteidbut of
the way. After all things were carried off, he tdekve, taking with him the casket with the glassesl locked the
door fast after him, so that we imagined nothirfieobut that we had been imprisoned in this Tower.

But it was hardly a quarter of an hour before antbhiole at the very top was uncovered, where wecsaw/irgin,
who called to us, and bade us good morrow, desirinp come up. Those with the wings were instaatiiyve and
through the hole. Only those with the ropes weranirevil plight. For as soon as every one of uswpate was
commanded to draw up the ladder after him. Atéasth man's rope was hanged on an iron hook, spanehad
to climb up by his rope as well as he could, whitteed was not accomplished without blisters.

Now as soon as we were all up, the hole was covagath, and we were friendlily received by the Vfirdrhis
room was the whole breadth of the Tower itself,ihgsix very stately vestries raised a little abthe room, and
were entered by an ascent of three steps. In tresdges we were placed, there to pray for thedffthe King and
Queen. Meanwhile the Virgin went in and out of fitite door A, till we were ready.

For as soon as our process was absolved, therbraaght in by twelve persons (who were formerly our
musicians), through the little door, and placethimmiddle, a wonderful thing of longish shape,ahhiny
companions took only to be a fountain. But | wdlkerved that the corpses lay in it, for the inrferst was of an
oval figure, so large that six persons might wiellith it one by another. After which they again wemth, fetched
their instruments, and conducted in our Virginetibgr with her female attendants, with a most d&disound of
music. The Virgin carried a little casket, but tieet only branches and small lamps, and some tgbtehes too.
The torches were immediately given into our haads, we were to stand about the fountain in thigiord

First stood the Virgin A with her attendants inregrround about with the lamps and branches C. Kiexid we
with our torches B, then the musicians A in a loagk; last of all the rest of the virgins D in amet long rank too.
Now where the virgins came from, whether they liuethe castle, or whether they had been broughyinight, |



do not know, for all their faces were covered vd#icate white linen, so that | could not recograsg of them.
Hereupon the Virgin opened the casket, in whichethreas a round thing wrapped up in a piece of gdeeible
taffeta. This she laid in the uppermost vessel,thad covered it with the lid, which was full oflas, and which
had besides a rim through which she poured in suirtiee water which we had prepared the day befinen the
fountain began immediately to run, and to flow ittte little vessel through four small pipes. Behehe
underneath vessel there were many sharp pointshah the virgins stuck their lamps, so that thattmight reach
the vessel, and make the water boil. Now the wagginning to simmer, it fell in upon the bodiesrbgny little
holes at A, and was so hot that it dissolved thiénaad turned them into liquor. But what the abowentioned
round wrapped-up thing was, my companions did notk but | understood that it was the Moor's héam
which the water drew so great a heat. At A, rounolud the great vessel, there were again many haleghich they
stuck their branches. Now whether this was dongeoéssity, or only for ceremony, | do not know. léeer, these
branches were continually besprinkled by the fountnd from them it afterwards dropped into theset
something of a deeper yellow. This lasted for netavb hours, the fountain still constantly runniogitself; but the
longer it ran, the fainter it was.

Meantime the musicians went their way, and we waélike and down in the room, and truly the room waslenn
such a way that we had opportunity enough to pasy aur time. There were, for images, paintingsclkivorks,
organs, springing fountains, and the like, notHorgotten.

Now it was near the time when the fountain ceaaed,would run no longer, when the Virgin commandedund
golden globe to be brought. But at the bottom effthuntain there was a tap, by which she let duhalmatter that
was dissolved by those hot drops (of which cenpairis were then very red) into the globe. The oé#ite water
which remained above in the kettle was pouredAwd so this fountain (which had now become muchtég) was
again carried forth. Now whether it was openedvettee, or whether anything of the bodies that wathér useful
yet remained, | dare not say for certain. But tikisow, that the water that was emptied into thebglwas much
heavier than six, or even more of us, were wek ablbear, although going by its bulk it shoulddnagemed not
too heavy for one man. Now this globe having bestrogt of doors with much ado, we again sat alboé)
perceiving a trampling overhead, had an eye toadygér.

Here one might take notice of the strange opinmggsompanions had concerning this fountain, foy ti@agining
that the bodies lay in the garden of the castléndit know what to make of this kind of working tththanked God
that | had awakened at so opportune a time, ard tieal seen that which helped me the better ithalVirgin's
business.

After one quarter of an hour the cover above wasrelifted off, and we were commanded to come upictvwas
done as before with wings, ladders and ropes. Amexied me not a little that whereas the virginsld@o up
another way, we had to take so much toil; yet ld¢doell judge that there must be some special re&soit, and
we must leave something for the old man to do k@w.even those with wings had no advantage by thtber than
when they had to climb through the hole.

Now we having got up there, and the hole havingtstit again, | saw the globe hanging by a strdwadncin the
middle of the room. In this room was nothing bubh@éws, and between two windows there was a dodghwkas
covered with nothing other than a great polishedilng-glass. And these windows and these lookiagsgs were
optically opposed to one another, so that althahgtsun (which was now shining exceedingly brightigat only
upon one door, yet (after the windows towards thewere opened, and the doors before the lookiagsgk drawn
aside) in all quarters of the room there were mgttiut suns, which by artificial refractions bepbn the whole
golden globe standing in the midst; and becausgdes all this brightness) it was polished, it ganeh a lustre,
that none of us could open our eyes, but were dbredook out of the windows till the globe was etated, and
brought to the desired effect. Here | may well atbat in these mirrors | have seen the most wontspiectacle
that ever Nature brought to light, for there wesassin all places, and the globe in the middle esthistill brighter,
so that we could no more endure it than the sieff itsxcept for one twinkling of an eye.

At length the Virgin commanded the looking-glastebe shut up again, and the windows to be madgedad so to
let the globe cool again a little; and this waselabout seven o'clock. This we thought good, siveenight now
have a little leisure to refresh ourselves withalifast. This treatment was again right philosoghirad we had no
need to be afraid of intemperance, yet we had ma.wand the hope of the future joy (with which tegin
continually comforted us) made us so jocund thatoe& no notice of any pains or inconvenience. & | can
truly say too concerning my companions of high fiyathat their minds never ran after their kitchartable, but
their pleasure was only to attend upon this advengiphysick, and hence to contemplate the Crsatéstiom and
omnipotency.

After we had taken our meal, we again settled dtmawmork, for the globe, which with toil and labowe were to
lift off the chain and set upon the floor, was &iéntly cooled. Now the dispute was how to getgtabe in half,



for we were commanded to divide it in the middleeTconclusion was that a sharp pointed diamonddvoest do
it. Now when we had thus opened the globe, therenething more of redness to be seen, but a Igrelgt snow-
white egg. It made us rejoice most greatly that ti@id been brought to pass so well. For the Vingia in perpetual
care lest the shell might still be too tender. Wo®d round about this egg as jocund as if we ouesdhad laid it.
But the Virgin made it be carried forth, and depdrherself, too, from us again, and (as alway®edc¢he door.
But what she did outside with the egg, or whetharire in some way privately handled, | do not knaeither do |
believe it. Yet we were again to wait togetherdaguarter of an hour, till the third hole was opkrend we by
means of our instruments came to the fourth storfloar.

In this room we found a great copper vessel fillgtth yellow sand, which was warmed by a gentle. fk&erwards
the egg was raked up in it, that it might theredme to perfect maturity. This vessel was exactlyasg; upon one
side stood these two verses, written in greatrkette

O. BLI. TO. BIT. MI. LI

On the second side were these three words:
SANITAS. NIX. HASTA.

(Health, Snow, Lance.)

The third had only one word:

F.LAT.

But on the behind was an entire inscription runnngs:
QUOD.

Ignis : Aer: Aqua : Terra:

SANCTIS REGUM ET REGINARUM NOSTR :
Cineribus.

Eripere non potuerunt

Fidelis Chymicorum Turba

IN HANC URNAM

Contulit.

A.

What

Fire:Air:Water:Earth

Were unable to rob

From the holy ashes

OF OUR KINGS AND QUEENS
Was gathered by the faithful flock
Of Alchemists

In this urn

A.D. 1459.

Now whether the the egg were hereby meant, | leatee learned to dispute; yet | do my part, and owthing
undeclared. Our egg being now ready was takerbouit needed no cracking, for the bird that wag soon freed
himself, and showed himself very jocund, yet hek&mbvery bloody and unshapen. We first set him wperwarm
sand, so the Virgin commanded that before we gaweahything to eat, we should be sure to make hish, f
otherwise he would give us all work enough. Thimgelone too, food was brought him, which surelyswathing
else than the blood of the beheaded, diluted ag#éimprepared water; by which the bird grew so fasier our
eyes, that we saw well why the Virgin gave us swamning about him. He bit and scratched so deWlisbout
him, that could he have had his will upon any qfheswould have despatched him. Now he was whddlgiy and



wild, so other food was brought him, perhaps tleotlof another of the Royal Persons; whereupohisitblack
feathers moulted again, and instead of them thexne gut snow-white feathers. He was somewhat taoggrand
more docile. Nevertheless we did not yet trust Htrthe third feeding his feathers began to bews@asly
coloured that in all my life | never saw such bé&altolours. He was also exceedingly tame, andakietl himself
so friendlily with us, that (the Virgin consentinge released him from his captivity.

Our Virgin began: "Since by your diligence, and olgd man's consent, the bird has attained bothfaiand the
highest perfection, this is a good reason thatloald also be joyfully consecrated by us."

Herewith she commanded that dinner should be bitoagh that we should again refresh ourselvesgdime most
troublesome part of our work was now over, andas\itting that we should begin to enjoy our pabkolurs. We
began to make ourselves merry together. Howevestitéad all our mourning clothes on, which sedme
somewhat reproachful to our mirth. Now the Virgiasyperpetually inquisitive, perhaps to find to whad us her
future purpose might prove serviceable. But hesalisse was for the most part about Melting; andeased her
well when one seemed expert in such compendiousiatgas do particularly commend an artist. Thiseidasted
not more than three quarters of an hour, whichtillefar the most part spent with our bird, and had to
constantly feed him with his food, but he still r@ned much the same size. After dinner we werahoied long
to digest our food, before the Virgin, togetherhitite bird, departed from us.

The fifth room was set open to us, where we welltedisre, and offered our services. In this roonath bvas
prepared for our bird, which was so coloured wifina white powder that it had the appearance ¢f.miow it
was at first cool when the bird was set into it. whes mighty well pleased with it, drinking of ithé pleasantly
sporting in it. But after it began to heat becanfsthe lamps that were placed under it, we had ghao do to keep
him in the bath. We therefore clapped a cover envéssel, and allowed him to thrust his head aoutfh a hole,
till he had in this way lost all his feathers irthath, and was as smooth as a new-born childhgdteat did him no
further harm, at which | much marveled, for thettieas were completely consumed in this bath, aad#th was
thereby tinged blue. At length we gave the bird @id he sprang out of the vessel of his own a¢eord he was so
glitteringly smooth that it was a pleasure to beh@&ut because he was still somewhat wild, we baalt a collar
with a chain about his neck, and so led him updowin the room. Meanwhile a strong fire was madeeutite
vessel, and the bath boiled away till it all caroevd to a blue stone, which we took out, and hafirsgj pounded it,
ground it with a stone, and finally with this cotduegan to paint the bird's skin all over. Now dekied much more
strange, for he was all blue, except the head,lwt@mained white.

Herewith our work on this storey was performed, esed(after the Virgin with her blue bird was depdrfrom us)
were called up through the hole to the sixth stowdyere we were greatly troubled. For in the midees placed a
little altar, in every way like that in the Kind'sll above described. Upon this stood the six afiergioned
particulars, and he himself (the bird) made theeg#v, First of all the little fountain was set beftim, out of
which he drunk a good draught. Afterwards he pedkedvhite serpent until she bled a great deak Bliod we
had to receive into a golden cup, and pour it ddwenbird's throat, who was greatly averse to iefMtve dipped the
serpent's head in the fountain, upon which sheseglvagain, and crept into her death's-head, sd Hzat her no
more for a long time after. Meantime the spheraddrconstantly, until it made the desired conjamcti
Immediately the watch struck one, upon which anoti@junction was set going. Then the watch stituak
Finally, while we were observing the third conjuant and this was indicated by the watch, the gt
submissively laid down his neck upon the book sfdwn accord, and willingly allowed his head tosbdtten off
(by one of us chosen for this by lot). Howeveryleded not a drop of blood until his breast waergd, and then
the blood spurted out so fresh and clear as Hdk lheen a fountain of rubies. His death went tohearts, and yet
we could well judge that a naked bird would staadnulittle stead. So we let it be, and moved itike laltar away
and assisted the Virgin to burn the body to astuegether with the little tablet hanging by) withefikindled by the
little taper; and afterwards to cleanse the sameraétimes, and to lay them in a box of cypressavo

Here | cannot conceal what a trick was played oretiyand three others. After we had thus diligetdken up the
ashes, the Virgin began to speak as follows:

"My lords, here we are in the sixth room, and weehanly one more before us, in which our troubli né at an
end, and then we shall return home again to oulecas awaken our most gracious Lords and Lad\esv | could
heartily wish that all of you, as you are here tbge, had behaved yourselves in such a way thaghtrhave
commended to our most renowned King and Queenyamanight have obtained a suitable reward; yetreopntto
my desire, | have found amongst you these four #éami/sluggish workers (herewith she pointed at makthree
others). Yet, according to my goodwill to each amdry one, | am not willing to deliver them up tesdrved
punishment. However, so that such negligence mayemaain wholly unpunished, | am resolved thus eonitig
them, that they shall only be excluded from therfeitseventh and most glorious action of all thg sexd so they
shall incur no further blame from their Royal Mdies."



In what a state we now were at this speech | ledvers to consider. For the Virgin knew so well htovkeep her
countenance, that the water soon ran over our tmsied we esteemed ourselves the most unhapplynoéi.
After this the Virgin caused one of her maids (&fom there were many always at hand) to fetch theigians,
who were to blow us out of doors with cornets, veitith scorn and derision that they themselves dwardly blow
for laughing. But it afflicted us particularly gtdathat the Virgin so vehemently laughed at ouepiag, anger and
impatience, and that there might well perhaps Ineesamongst our companions who were glad of thisoniise of
ours.

But it proved otherwise, for as soon as we had com®f the door, the musicians told us to be afdyoheer and
follow them up the winding stairs. They led us aphe seventh floor under the roof, where we foilnredold man,
whom we had not hitherto seen, standing uponla fitund furnace. He received us friendlily, andrtigy
congratulated us that we had been chosen for yhisebVirgin; but after he understood the fright kna received,
his belly was ready to burst with laughing thativeel taken such good fortune so badly.

"Hence," said he, "my dear sons, learn that maemlevows how well God intended him."

During this discourse the Virgin also came runrimwith her little box, and (after she had laugla¢dis enough)
emptied her ashes into another vessel, and fiked &igain with other stuff, saying she must novaig cast a mist
before the other artists' eyes, and that we imtbantime should obey the old lord in whatsoeverdramanded us,
and not remit our former diligence. Herewith shpatéed from us into the seventh room into which ciked our
companions. Now what she did first with them théiegnnot tell, for not only were they most earhefgrbidden

to speak of it, but we also, because of our woikndt dare peep on them through the ceiling.

But this was our work. We had to moisten the astitsour previously prepared water until they beeaattogether
like a very thin dough, after which we set the mattver the fire, till it was well heated. Then east it, hot like
this, into two little forms or moulds, and let da a little.

Here we had leisure to look a while at our compasiithrough certain crevices made in the floor. Tlveye now
very busy at a furnace, and each had to blow ufirta@imself with a pipe, and they stood blowirpat it like
this, as if they were wondrously preferred befasénuthis. And this blowing lasted until our old meoused us to
our work again, so that | cannot say what was ddtezwards.

We opened our little forms, and there appearedda®autiful, bright and almost transparent little gas, the like of
which man's eye never saw, a male and a femalb,acdabhem only four inches long, and what surprigeanost
greatly was that they were not hard, but lithe fieshy, like other human bodies, yet they had feg o that | most
assuredly believe that the Lady Venus's image \gasmaade after some such manner.

These angelically fair babes we first laid upon titite satin cushions, and looked at them for adyahile, till we
were almost besotted by such exquisite objects.olthéord warned us to forbear, and continuallyntstil the blood
of the bird (which had been received into a liggdden cup) drop after drop into the mouths oflitle images,
from which they appeared to increase; and wheteaswere before very small, they were now (accaydin
proportion) much more beautiful, so that all paisteught to have been here, and would have beemeashof their
art in respect of these productions of nature. oy began to grow so big that we lifted them fribwe little
cushions, and had to lay them upon a long tablégwiias covered with white velvet. The old man also
commanded us to cover them over up to the breadistanpiece of the fine white double taffeta, whibbcause of
their unspeakable beauty, almost went against uistaBbe brief, before we had quite used up thedlia this way,
they were already in their perfect full growth. YHead golden-yellow, curly hair, and the above-rieerad figure
of Venus was nothing to them.

But there was not yet any natural warmth or selitsilin them. They were dead figures, yet of a lyvand natural
colour; and since care was to be taken that theéyali grow too big, the old man would not permiythiing more to
be given to them, but covered their faces too tithsilk, and caused the table to be stuck roundtabith torches.
Here | must warn the reader not to imagine thegddito have been put there out of necessityhotd man's
intent hereby was only that we should not obserrenithe soul entered into them; and indeed we dhmilhave
noticed it, had | not twice before seen the flankswever, | permitted the other three to remairhwliteir own
belief, neither did the old man know that | hadrsarything more. Hereupon he asked us to sit dowa lsench
over against the table.

Presently the Virgin came in too, with the musid ail necessities, and carried two curious whitergants, the like
of which | had never seen in the castle, nor cdeskribe them, for | thought that they were notlatiger than
crystal; but they were soft, and not transparemthat | cannot describe them. These she laid dowa table, and
after she had disposed her virgins upon a benatdrabout, she and the old man began many slightoé tricks
about the table, which was done only to blind ussTas | told you) was managed under the roofcivinas
wonderfully formed; for on the inside it was archeth seven hemispheres, of which the middlemost seemewhat
the highest, and had at the top a little round ,hetéch was nevertheless shut, and was observedimne else.



After many ceremonies six virgins came in, eactviodm carried a large trumpet, around which werkedoh
green, glittering and burning material like a wredthe old man took one of these, and after heréved some
of the lights at the top of the table, and uncogdheir faces, he placed one of the trumpets upemiouth of one
of the bodies in such a way that the upper andivédd of it was directed just towards the aforemosed hole.
Here my companions always looked at the imaged, had other thoughts, for as soon as the foliagereath
about the shank of the trumpet was kindled, | ehble at the top open, and a bright stream efstiooting down
the tube, and passing into the body; whereupohdlewas covered again, and the trumpet removeth s
device my companions were deluded, so that thegiimed that life came into the image by means ofitieeof the
foliage, for as soon as he received the soul tes éyinkled, although he hardly stirred. The secimeé he placed
another tube upon its mouth, and kindled it aganal the soul was let down through the tube. Thigpsated for
each of them three times, after which all the kghiere extinguished and carried away. The velvetigogs of the
table were cast over them, and immediately a Inigthied was unlocked and made ready, into whicts, rapped
up, they were born. And after the coverings wekeneoff them, they were neatly laid by each otaed with the
curtains drawn before them, they slept a good while

Now it was also time for the Virgin to see how otheists behaved themselves. They were well ptebseause, as
the Virgin afterwards informed me, they were to kvor gold, which is indeed a piece of this art, bat the most
principal, most necessary, and best. They had thtteea part of these ashes, so that they imagio#dng other
than that the whole bird was provided for the saikgold, and that life must thereby be restorethtodeceased.
Meantime we sat very still, waiting for our marrieauple to awake. About half an hour was spenttlike Then
the wanton Cupid presented himself again, and bédrad saluted us all, flew to them behind théagur
tormenting them until they awakened. This was aeaf great amazement to them, for they imaginatittiey had
slept from the very hour in which they were behelagiatil now. Cupid, after he had awakened them,rendwed
their acquaintance with one another, stepped aslitide, and allowed them both to get themseleggther a bit
better, meantime playing his tricks with us; anteagth he wanted to have the music brought ibhetsomewhat
merrier.

Not long after, the Virgin herself came in, andeafhe had most humbly saluted the young King aumek® (who
found themselves rather faint) and kissed theidbashe brought them the two aforementioned strgageents,
which they put on, and so stepped forth. Now thegee already prepared two very strange chairs hiiclwthey
placed themselves. And they were congratulated mviiht profound reverence by us, for which the Kiimgself
most graciously returned his thanks, and agairstead us of all grace.

It was already about five o'clock, so they couldarer stay, but as soon as the best of theiitfumncould be
laden, we had to attend the young Royal Persons dieevwinding stairs, through all doors and watdbase ship.
In this they embarked, together with certain visgamd Cupid, and sailed so very swiftly that wenslest sight of
them; but they were met (as | was informed) byaierstately ships. Thus in four hours' time thegt pane many
leagues out to sea. After five o'clock the musisiasere charged to carry all things back again ecsthips, and to
make themselves ready for the voyage. But bechis&obk rather a long time, the old lord commandegrty of
his concealed soldiers to come out. They had hahszen planted in a wall, so that we had not edtiny of them,
whereby | observed that this Tower was well progidgainst opposition. Now these soldiers made quiaik with
our stuff, so that nothing more remained to be dmutdo go to supper.

The table being completely furnished, the Virgiodght us again to our companions, where we wecary
ourselves as if we had truly been in a lamentabilition, and forbear laughing. But they were alsvagniling to
one another, although some of them sympathisedusitioo. At this supper the old lord was also wghwho was
a most sharp inspector over us; for no-one cougqund anything so discreetly, but he knew eitloay to confute
it, or to amend it, or at least to give some gaddrimation on it. | learned a great deal from thisl, and it would
be very good if each one would apply themselvdsrtg and take notice of his procedure, for thendhiwould not
miscarry so often and so unfortunately.

After we had taken our nocturnal refreshment, fddard took us into his closets of rarities, whiekre dispersed
here and there amongst the bulwarks; where we salmsonderful productions of Nature, and otherdhitoo
which man's wit, in imitation of Nature, had invedt that we needed another year to survey theritisuffly. Thus
we spent a good part of the night by candlelightiadt, because we were more inclined to sleeptinaee many
rarities, we were lodged in rooms in the wall, vehere had not only costly and good beds, but alt@aerdinarily
handsome chambers, which made us wonder all the wioy we were forced to undergo so many hardshipsiay
before. In this chamber | had good rest, and bfeinthe most part without care, and weary with aordl labour,
the gentle rushing of the sea helped me to a sanddweet sleep, for | continued in one dream feteven o'clock
till eight in the morning.
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After eight o'clock | woke up, and quickly made mlfseady, wanting to return again into the Towar the dark
passages in the wall were so many and various| thandered a good while before | could find theywat. The
same happened to the rest too, till at last wematlagain in the nethermost vault, and entirelJoyebpparel was
given to us, together with our golden fleeces.hd time the Virgin declared to us that we weredfis of the
Golden Stone, of which we were before ignorant.

After we had made ourselves ready, and taken aakfeist, the old man presented each of us withdahod gold.

On one side were these words:
AR. NAT. MI.
(Art is the Priestess of Nature)

On the other these:
TEM. NA. F.
(Nature is the Daughter of Time.)

He exhorted us moreover that we should try to tek@ing more than this token of remembrance. Helewe
went forth to the sea, where our ships lay, sdyiefjuipped that it was not possible but that sarttazing things
must first have been brought there. The ships wwesbse in number, six of ours, and six of the alddls, who
caused his ships to be freighted with well appairseldiers. But he himself came to us in our shipere we were
all together. In the first the musicians, of whtbke old lord also had a great number, seated tHeessehey sailed
before us to shorten the time. Our flags werewdvie celestial signs, and we sat in Libra. Besmtasr things our
ship also had a noble and curious clock, which gtbus all the minutes. The sea was so calm, tabjtttvas a
singular pleasure to sail. But what surpassedaltest was the old man's discourse; he knew ddhawlto pass
away our time with wonderful stories, that | cohlave been content to sail with him all my life long

Meanwhile the ships passed on in haste, for beferbad sailed two hours the mariner told us thaliready saw
the whole lake almost covered with ships, by whighcould conjecture that they had come out to meeivhich
proved true. For as soon as we had come out cfgaénto the lake by the aforementioned river etlfore us
were five hundred ships, one of which sparkled \githd and precious stones, and in which sat the ldimd Queen,
together with other lords, ladies, and virgins igfhhbirth. As soon as they were well in sight ottlus pieces were
discharged on both sides, and there was suchaf timmpets, shalms, and kettle drums that althips upon the
sea capered again. Finally, as soon as we camehagaorought our ships together, and so madena sta
Immediately the old Atlas stepped forth on the Ksngehalf, making a short but handsome oratiowhiich he
welcomed us, and asked whether the Royal Presemesready. The rest of my companions were in great
amazement, where this King should come from, feytimagined nothing other than that they would hHave
awaken him again. We allowed them to continue @rthmazement, and acted as if it seemed strange ttwo.
After Atlas' oration out stepped our old man, makanrather longer reply, in which he wished thedk@amd Queen
all happiness and increase, after which he delivapea curious small casket. What was in it, | dokmow, but it
was committed to Cupid to keep, who hovered betvileerKing and Queen.

After the oration was finished, they again let@fbyful volley of shot, and so we sailed on a gtiow together, till
at length we arrived at another shore. This was thexfirst gate at which | first entered. At tpisce again there
attended a great multitude of the King's familyetbgr with some hundreds of horses. Now as soareamame to
shore, and disembarked, the King and Queen presteg hands to all of us, every one, with singldadness;
and so we were to get up on horseback.

Here | wish to friendlily entreat the reader notriterpret the following narration as any vain glor pride of mine,
but to credit me this much, that if there had retrba special necessity for it, | could very wel/d utterly
concealed this honour which was shown me. We weoma after another distributed amongst the loBig.our
old lord, and I, most unworthy, were to ride aldadgshe King, each of us bearing a snow-white ensiigh a red
cross. Indeed, | was made use of because of myf@gee both had long grey beards and hair. | Had fastened
my tokens about my hat, which the young King sooticed, and asked if | were he who could redeersetihekens
at the gate?



| answered in most humble manner, "Yes".

But he laughed at me, saying, "There was no neecefemony; | was HIS father".

Then he asked me with what | had redeemed them?

| replied, "With Water and Salt".

Whereupon he wondered who had made me so wise;wbich | grew a bit more confident, and recountetim
how it had happened with my bread, the Dove andRtéheen, and he was pleased with it and said exXpriwed it
must be that God had herein vouchsafed me a singafpiness.

With this we came to the first gate where the Raxith the blue clothes waited, bearing in his harglipplication.
Now as soon as he saw me alongside the King, livededl me the supplication, most humbly beseechiado
mention his ingenuity to the King. Now in the fipdice | asked the King what the condition of ister was. He
friendlily answered me, that he was a very famasrare astrologer, and always in high regard thiéhLord his
Father, but having once committed a fault agairstus, and seen her in her bed of rest, this purishmas
therefore imposed upon him, that he should wateafirst gate for so long until someone shouléasé him from
it.

| replied, "May he then be released?"

"Yes," said the King, "if anyone can be found thas transgressed as highly as himself, he musthiakgace, and
the other shall be free."

This went to my heart, for my conscience convineedthat | was the offender, yet | kept quiet, aacktvith
delivered the supplication. As soon as he had itehd was greatly terrified, so that the Queendwiith our
virgins, and that other Duchess as well - whom htiomed at the hanging of the weights - rode jestihd us)
observed this, and therefore asked him what tktisrlenight mean. But he had no mind to take anicaadif it, and
putting away the paper, began to talk about ottedtars, till thus in about three hours' time we eamthe castle,
where we alighted, and waited upon the King as éetwto his hall.

Immediately the King called for the old Atlas tonge to him in a little closet, and showed him thé&ing, and
Atlas did not tarry, but rode out again to the Botd get more information on the matter. Aftesttiie young King,
with his spouse, and the other lords, ladies arging, sat down. Then our Virgin began to highlyneoend the
diligence we had shown, and the pains and labouratleundergone, requesting that we might be royaibarded,
and that she might be permitted to enjoy the benéfier commission from then on. Then the old Istabd up too,
and attested that all the Virgin had said was tamé, that it was only just that we should both tetented on both
our parts. Hereupon we were to step forward & )ithd it was concluded that each man should n@ke possible
wish, and accordingly obtain it; for it was nottte doubted that those of understanding would abskerthe best
wish. So we were to consider it until after supper.

Meantime the King and Queen, for recreation's sa&gan to play together, at something which loakatdunlike
chess, only it had different rules; for it was Wigues and Vices one against another, and it miggniously be
observed with what plots the Vices lay in wait floe Virtues, and how to re-encounter them agaiis WMas so
properly and cleverly performed, that it is to bisived that we had the same game too. During the gimncame
Atlas again, and made his report in private, thlushed all over, for my conscience gave me no rest

After this the King gave me the supplication todieand the contents of it were much to this purpbgst he (the
doorkeeper) wished the King prosperity, and inazgasad that his seed might be spread abroad fawialed
Afterwards he remonstrated that the time was nawecim which according to the royal promise he oughie
released, because Venus had already been uncdwecer of his guests, for his observations couldiado him.
And that if his Majesty would be pleased to malstrect and diligent enquiry, he would find that diee been
uncovered, and if this should not prove to be sowbuld be content to remain before the gate albidys of his
life. Then he asked in the most humble manner,utpah peril of body and life he might be permittede present
at this night's supper. He was hoping to seekhmut/ery offender, and obtain his desired freedonis Was
expressly and handsomely indicated, by which |dauéll perceive his ingenuity, but it was too shempme, and |
would not have minded if | had never seen it. Nomak wondering whether he might perhaps be helpedigh
my wish, so | asked the King whether he might retdleased some other way.

"No," replied the King, "because there is a spemgsideration in the business. However, for tigsth we may
well gratify him in his desire.”

So he sent someone to fetch him in. Meanwhiledahkes were prepared in a spacious room, in whichagdenever
been before, which was so perfect, and contrivesiglh a manner, that it is not possible for me ¢geregin to
describe it. We were conducted into this with slagpomp and ceremony. Cupid was not at this tinesent, for
(as I was informed) the disgrace which had happéméis mother had somewhat angered him. In bmigf,
offence, and the supplication which was delivereere an occasion of much sadness, for the Kinginvasrplexity
how to make inquisition amongst his guests, andrtbee so because through this, even they who wetrigggorant



of the matter would come to know about it. So hesea the Porter himself, who had already arrivedpake his
strict survey, and he himself acted as pleasastlyeawas able.

However, eventually they all began to be merry agand to talk to one another with all sorts ofeative and
profitable discourses. Now, how the treatment ahéroceremonies were then performed, it is not s&ary to
declare, since it is neither the reader's concemnserviceable to my design. But all exceeded rimoeet, and
human invention, than we exceeded in drinking! Arid was the last and noblest meal at which | wasent. After
the banquet the tables were suddenly taken awdycenain curious chairs placed round about irr@degiin which
we, together with the King and Queen, and bothr thidi men and the ladies and virgins, were to sit.

After this, a very handsome page opened the ab@miomed glorious little book, and Atlas immedigtplaced
himself in the midst, and began to speak to thipgse: that his Royal Majesty had not forgottensievice we had
done him, and how carefully we had attended todotty, and therefore by way of retribution had edecall and
each of us Knights of the Golden Stone. And thadis therefore further necessary not only oncenagabblige
ourselves towards his Royal Majesty, but also tw t@the following articles; and then his Royal sty would
likewise know how to behave himself towards higdiggeople. Upon which he caused the page to resrctios
articles, which were these.

() You my lords the Knights shall swear that ydwals at no time ascribe your order to any devispirit, but only
to God your Creator, and his handmaid Nature.

(2) That you will abominate all whoredom, incontieg and uncleanness, and not defile your order suitth vices.
(3) That you through your talents will be readassist all that are worthy, and have need of them.

(4) That you desire not to employ this honour taldly pride and high authority.

(5) That you shall not be willing to live longertthh God will have you do.

At this last article we could not choose but laugyhd it may well have been placed after the relstfom a conceit.
Now after vowing to them all by the King's sceptme, were afterwards installed Knights with the usgsemonies,
and amongst other privileges set over Ignorancee®y and Sickness, to handle them at our pleaguré this
was afterwards ratified in a little chapel (to whiee were conducted in procession) and thanksmetuto God for
it. 1 also hung up there at that time my goldeedk and hat, and left them there for an eternal griamto the
honour of God. And because everyone had to wriaaime there, | wrote thus:

The highest wisdom is to know nothing.
Brother Christian Rosenkreutz

Knight of the Golden Stone

A.D. 1459.

Others wrote likewise, each as it seemed goodnio After this, we were again brought into the hathere, having
sat down, we were admonished quickly to think whateach one would wish. But the King and his peatiyed
into a little closet, there to give audience to wishes. Now each man was called in separatelthatd cannot
speak of any man's own wish. | thought nothing ddad more praiseworthy than to demonstrate sonualde
virtue in honour of my order, and found too thah@@t present could be better, and cost me manbl&pthan
Gratitude. Wherefore in spite of the fact that ghiwell have wished something more dear and agle¢a
myself, | vanquished myself, and concluded, evanyabwn peril, to free the Porter, my benefactor.

So as | was now called in, | was first of all askétether, having read the supplication, | had olex®or suspected
nothing concerning the offender? Upon which | begadauntedly to relate how all the business hadgh$ow
through ignorance 1 fell into that mistake, andbffered myself to undergo all that | had therebgedeed. The
King, and the rest of the lords, wondered greatlsoaunexpected a confession, and so asked mep@side a
little.

Now as soon as | was called in again, Atlas dedlemene that although it was grievous to the Kifdégesty that |,
whom he loved above others, had fallen into suctisshance, yet because it was not possible fotditransgress
his ancient usages, he did not know how to absolethe other must be at liberty, and | put ingi&ce; yet he
would hope that some other would be apprehendetthasd might be able to go home again. Howevenrehease
was to be hoped for, till the marriage feast offatare son.

This sentence had nearly cost me my life, andst finted myself and my twaddling tongue, in thaduld not keep
quiet; yet at last | took courage, and becauseudht there was no remedy, | related how this Ptidd bestowed a
token on me, and commended me to the other, byevhesistance | stood upon the scale, and so wess paathker
of all the honour and joy already received. Andefire now it was but fair that | should show mygghteful to
my benefactor, and because this could not be doaryi other way, | returned thanks for the sentezice was
willing gladly to bear some inconvenience for thdes of he who had been helpful to me in cominguths high



place. But if by my wish anything might be effecteaished myself at home again, so that he byand,| by my
wish might be at liberty. Answer was made me, thatwishing did not stretch so far. However, | ntigish him
free. Yet it was very pleasing to his Royal Majetsigt | had behaved myself so generously in thishie was afraid
I might still be ignorant of what a miserable cdiati | had plunged myself into through my curiosiiereupon the
good man was pronounced free, and | with a sad hedrto step aside.

After me the rest were called for too, and camefoty out again, which pained me still more, fambagined
nothing other than that | must finish my life undee gate. | also had many pensive thoughts runmngnd down
in my head, what | should do, and how to spendithe. At length | considered that | was now oldd @ccording
to the course of nature, had few years more to Avel that this anguished and melancholy life waylitkly send
me from this world, and then my door-keeping wdaddat an end, and by a most happy sleep | mighkiyubring
myself to the grave. | had many of these thoudgbtsnetimes it vexed me that | had seen such gdhamgs, and
must be robbed of them. Sometimes | rejoiced thilhtleefore my end, | had been accepted to all poyd should
not be forced to depart shamefully. This was teedad worst shock that | sustained.

During my cogitations the rest had got ready. $erdhey had received a good night from the Kind kmds, each
one was conducted into his lodging. But |, mosttelred man, had nobody to show me the way, and mostover
suffer myself to be tormented; and so that | mlgghtertain of my future function, | had to put e ting which the
other had worn before. Finally, the King exhorteel timat since this was now the last time | was Jikelsee him in
this manner, | should behave myself according togplage, and not against the order. Upon which bk toe in his
arms, and kissed me, all which | understood to ntlkeanin the morning | must sit at my gate. Noveafhey had all
spoken friendlily to me for a while, and at lastegi their hands, committing me to the Divine prttet | was
conducted by both the old men, the Lord of the Trowed Atlas, into a glorious lodging, in which atthree beds,
and each of us lay in one of them, where we sgemast two, &c.....

(Here about two leaves in quarto are missing, an¢ttre author of this), whereas he imagined he muse
morning be doorkeeper, returned home.)

Ara Foederis Theraphici

Below is a translation into English of an early Roscian piece théra Foederis Theraphici F.X.R. Der Assertion
Fraternitatis R.C. consecirt An den Leser. QuisqlésRoseae dubitas Crucis ordine Fratturmi618. This has been
ascribed to Johannes Bureus. According to Susakaaran theAra Foederisvas written by Raphael Eglinus and
translated into German by I.S.B.N. (lulius SperbBgreus added some lines at the end and published616 and
then a second time it appeared at Newenstadt im&wer

Back to Rosicrucian texts

Altar of the Theraphic Brotherhood
Fraternitatis Crucis Roseae
dedicated to the Assertion of the Fraternity of theRosy Cross

To the Reader,
Whoever has doubts about the Fraternity of the Riysgs, let him read this and having read the pdemyill be
certain.

ANNO CHRISTI 1617

Written by a Brother of this Fraternity first in tia, then translated into German and printed byN.B. & Poet
Laureate
Printed at Neuenstadt by Johan Knuber 1618.

To the very Noble, Powerful and Honourable Balthasa Schkoelen, Senior Master of the Horse ofBleetor
Prince of Saxony.
To the Honourable, Worshipful and Wise Ambrosiusigs, County Justice and Worshipful Mayor of Schik&u



To the Honourable, Respected and Art loving Micl&templin, a Noble Erudite and noted Spagyric Exper
To my high protectors and Young Lords, my Brothetaw, and my trusty friends respectively, Lucke&ing and
Success.

Noble and powerful young Lord, kind and belovedtBes-in-law, well known and trusty friend, to yosend
greetings first and my service, after that | deiand write these presents, which from outwarceapmce looks a
short, little work, yet according to its secret mieg and hidden contents it is a very weighty aarddoking work,
and of the goodness and truth of my heart.

| trust they will receive and recognise it withhremkful mind and heart, read it with full attentiahat they will
think further over these matters, and wait withigrate until something plainer, rounder, openerande
recognisable—as shall happen shortly, but thereane® and in confidence—occurs.

Recommending myself to them jointly or severallytasrs for any service

Datum the 16th September Anno 1616.

at your service

Noble, Honourable, Powerful

also Honourable, Worshipful and Wise

Gentlemen.

I.S. N.P.P.C.

ALTAR OF THE THERAPHIC TIE
F. X. R.
Fratris Christiani Rosencreutz

People live in doubt eveywhere

If the highly honoured Fraternity

of the Rosy Cross exist in truth

which men declare to be so virtuous
And the Fama is made ridiculous

here and there as if it were a fairy tale.

The Fama | say declares one condition to the wivolid.
But whosoever likes to doubt matters clear as the S
Is starblind at Midday

No oculist can help him.

Note this, attentive and pious reader,

What | tell you in one word

| am a branch selected

from the Highborn fraternity

| tell you without guile

In Germany our order exists in truth

Right in the heart of the German Lands.
And note it well, well known in foreign parts.

And although there are but few of us
Until now, yet in these days

And quite lately with pleasure

The order has been extended

By ten persons well known for their
Understanding, honour, Art and virtue.



The Order has also at this present time
Been newly and well reconstrued

With many bye laws and statutues
Which give it order, measure and object.

Could you see these, by your oath

You would confess without hesitation
That all and everything has been carefully
Put into new form.

There are many who without pause or rest
Endeavour and tireless try to come to our order,
but by the nature of the thing,

one does not easily reach one's heart's desires.

But many in their own mind

cheat their own selves miserably.
For our custom is of this kind

that we elect those who are known
to us for a long time before,

And who are proved full many a year
who are their own masters and free
Of body not bound to anyone.

Many strict conditions are to be found
Which bind the Fratres of our Order
Which are to be kept without exception
Throughout your whole life.

As a fellow a true friend,

(Such are a thin crop in these days),
may possibly be taken on

So soon as he shows within him

that he is worthy of such friendship,
And is free from guile and tricks.

Listen, | will at this time

Make round and clear yet another thing.
A castle it is, a Castle fine

Wherein the fraternal crown

great in honour, rich in wonders

has its lodging wonderfully.

Which our father did erect

And entrust to our fraternity

and left it to them, as is known,

Sancti Spiriti it has been called.

But the length of time through many year
Have however altered this name.

In our documents, however, it remains
The same as can be read therein.

In this cloister we live, | tell thee
Dressed all alike,

Yet are we not bound down

to the yoke of the Pope of Rome
As in former times we were
Enveloped with that ill treatment.



Together with our well cared for acres
We are surrounded by a green forest,
A noble river quite clean

Runs gently through our domain.

Not far from us there exists

A fine and farefamed City,

Where we procure what we require
At any time that we desire.

In this place we live, believe me,

in the enjoyment of freedom.

The neighbours generally, round about
Don't know who ever we can be,

Many poor people daily and for ever
Knock at our door desiring relief

which we then send amply relieved away again.
Whoever is troubled with disease

and those whom evil fevers plague,

All seek their refuge with us

Those are helped quickly and at once

Wherefore the whole neighbourhood

Is affected with loving kindness to us

Loves and honours us, wishes us all good things
And if a service can be rendered us

it is done with joyous heart and willingly.

What more then can we now desire
There is no man who intends or dares
to hurt us in our bodies or goods;
What more should we therefore desire
That we would like better.

| nearly had told the place
Where our order is concealed,
But to tell that name now

| have serious objections to.

In order that we have knowledge
And news of all things in the order
So that everything shall be free
And unconcealed from any of us,
We travel through all lands
Unknown, now here, now there.

This is now my third voyage

Which | have completed with zeal,

Therefore have | rested a day finally in Hagenau.
Because the rain without ceasing

Has delayed me and the weather is wet

Which has prevented me as aforesaid

So that | could not get away.

Scarcely shall I complete within the space of a yea
my voyage which is prescribed to me,



And how many countries and people do remain
Which | have to visit yet
In a little time and without vexation.

In the meantime it is not forgotten
And is often done by me

That | salute the order secretly

By means of letters

And communicate to them truthfully
Many secret things frequently
What | discover on my travels,
That they know very soon.

And although we travel out and home
Through foreign lands generally
There is no host ever lived on earth
Who received vexation and trouble
One single time through us.

We treat them well

Pay for meat and meal and lodgings
and what in such a case is fair and customary,
Give them addition rich gifts;
Wherefore as good friends

We never are a burden to anybody.

The elder brethren of this order

Have come to this agreement

That the younger brethren henceforward

Shall allow themselves to be used for this purpose
But that their knapsacks are filled

With rich and ample provender,

Until they have in proper manner

Deserved for troubles suffered and true diligence
Their rest in the future.

And have deservedly earned

That for the rest of their lives

They may live in peace without troubles.

We are anxiously desirous

To study much more

And daily to know much more

Is our desire, wish and object

If we find anything that is good anywhere
Then we do it from that time

Note it, and make note of it.

Therefore nothing can happen

In Germany at any time

But we see it at once with our eyes.

If any new books come out

The Bookguide brings it to us at once,

who is properly met for reward appointed to thifscef
We treat honourably

Manyfold Arts diligently

With science, knowledge, art and handycraft

We spend the rest of our time.



So that we may never be idle

And stand in anybody's light

We exercise ourselves at all times

In the foreign languages of many lands.

In Polish, Welsh, Spanish

We all know how to talk

In Italian and free Gallic

And also in others whatsoever they may be (we canarse)
There is no language throughout all lands

Unknown to our Order.

Nature is assiduously examined
Experience is highly valued

What anyone in the fraternity

Has newly, through his brain power,
Discovered and studied

He submits quickly to the Fratres
Who examine these matters at once
And amply weigh and value them.

We have in these times many things

Which were invented by the Ancients

Which we admit and experiment with

And readily allow them to pass

Which if rightly looked at

Are hardly to be comprehended by human mind.
At times also the inclination takes hold of me,
When | can hardly help being idle,

Idleness being a bad councellor

So that | write Poetry,

And in this enjoyment kill my time.,

Amongst us we maintain certainly

The due regulations without murmuring

Our spirits inward and outwardly learn

In peace and flame of love,

One mind, one soul, one sense, one heart,

One will, one opinion, one pain

Are dwelling in us,

Unity is our delight and most beautiful ornament.

Nobody knows anything but that forthwith

The others know equally well

Just as nobody owns anything particularly himself
It is one heart, one sense, one council.

Our worthy overseer

Then calls us together

At certain hours and orders freely
One after the other regularly

To refer in Mediem (to practically try)
What he has learnt in studying.

As soon as that happens

We do not all omit

To consider the matter



Now to argue pro et contra

And what then is found correct

Is entered at once into the Protocol (Minute Book)
What is found false, as false is rejected.

Thus do we always proceed
There everybody begins to tell
What he in all his days

Has heard, read, meditated
All is truly referred.

Then for love of our posterity
All this is immediately also
Entered with care into a Book.

What then pleases the Order

The president (praesul) when it suits

Knows how to use place, measure and time

And sets a task now one or another

That he do something and experiment (laborier)
According as his known information (according te ability)
And qualification for the art

Whom the Brethren altogether

Counsel in many ways

By (word of) mouth, with (helping) hand and goodinsel
With assistance, science, and actual help (phyagsistance)
A library there stands

With many thousand beautiful books.

No single trouble sorrowfull

Is to be thought of in this world

Which in the least could

Trouble us anymore, nothing can be found
That we should go short of here on earth
God has given us plentifully

With abundance what we lack

No shortcomings are to be felt.

On little do we live

Well satisfied with some thing.

Our bodies we cure

According to nature properly.

Therefore our health is good indeed

And we live many a long year,

Which creeps softly along like a tender rivulet
Runs equally away on its course.

If it is required and necessity demands
That we require money or goods

For honours sake or necessity requires
Then it is splendidly everywhere

No dearth of Riches is here

Of Power, pomp or reasonable adornment
God give that every fellow

Who hankers after temporary riches
Knew thus to arrange matters

in this world without guile or trick

to do likewise when much honour



would ensue to the fear of God
And vice and shame would not
be so plentiful in our fatherland.

God be praised,

innocently we have to be blamed by evil tonguesiaib@ny things
by false hearts who charge us

With things which never came into our minds.

What we began for the sake of the truth,
That is explained in evil

Therefore what we are charged with in evil
We do not repay in evil

But suffer patiently

In our heart and peacefully

He who accuses us of magic lately and without fear,
and quite openly incriminated us

and branded us with disgrace,

That very pious man

Does not himself know with whom he has to do.
Truly he is in error absolutely

And knows nothing at all about us.

But this | don't at all deny

But grant it readily with all my heart

That we naturally in many things

Bring many a miracle into effect

About which many an ignorant man

May easily give many a thought

As in chemistry many indeed proceed

Without measure or object

No day ever elapses

Which does not see something in his fire (in higcible)
If he thinks that all this is done

And not without the Devil's help,

O God he is deceived

And is in eternal error.

For it is our care always that we together in commo
promulgate the honour of God

Throughout the world in every place

Serve God purely with hand and mouth

Out of pureness of soul from the bottom of our tear
Full of the fear of God is our life

Whom we to honour it is our duty

To our neighbour our services are

Openly ready now and evermore

What more do you want dear Christian (brother)

Know that our College is an academy
full of learning of God's word,

what more do you want

The time will yet arrive

That it shall be hidden from no one

In all this world what the power of God
Has conceived by means of an order



Amongst all people in every land.

The value of our order is recognised

Be it about high and weighty matters
Which will call many to wonder greatly
Whereof the stiffnecked world

Shall be horror struck—as often declared,
Out of our work it can be seen

What benefit we have intended.

We are not lazy bellies

Who are only trained to eat and drink

We are no useless world plague

Who lay themselves out for idleness

But all our leisure is full of labour here and ther
Which labour serves to benefit

The common weal for all his good

And serves to your praise

Lord Jesus Christ my saviour.

True it is and | cannot deny

That many a false book is in print

As if our society had published the same
Which never came from us

Nor would we dare to issue it.

A pious honest good man

Can soon distinguish about these

Who rightly considers our Reputation (Famam)
And carefully bears in mind its sense

To say nothing about many an impudent clown
Calls himself our Brother

Whereas the unfortunate fool

Widely differs from our Society

Such a deceiver a short while ago

Has been found out at Nuremberg

Who, amongst the common people

Disseminated very many lies

Until by reason of the truth

he was in a very few hours convicted

That he was a scoundrel and annant thief

Who did nothing but brought misery on land and peop
Therefore on the gallows as he deserved

His body became the food for the rooks.

In Augsburg also in the same way

A landlouper was found out in flagrenti delictu
And his back well paid for this

And the broom on his back he carried

Out of the town as a reward

And both his ears were cut off the head

Of the wicked clown as a reward.

It serves them right all these fellows



Who want to brag about the joint of meat
Who have not tasted the Broth
Such pay is proper for such tricks.

Here it is well also to bear in mind,

Unfairly we are often thought of,

That we do not make ourselves known

And call ourselves after our first father,

But his name clearly do not discover publicly,
Indeed those altogether do us an injustice indhse
Who say freely and without concealment

That our name be only a dream.

You godless bumblebees do not err

Your hive troubles us little

Leave our Beehive undisturbed

If you cannot please yourselves otherwise
For your iniquity will be brought to light
By us in a very short time

Therefore do not lightly believe

What lyingly is painted to you

Without you like to be made a fool of

And deceived by false appearances

And tell me this without wicked guile

That in our days the world throughout

Is dressed in the feathers of Lady Fraud
Deceit, falsehood and wicked tricks reign now
and every instant we find many Landswindlers.

Everybody pretends to know about us
And lies and swindles without measure or number
And all is ever invention alone

People hunt us very assiduously
And many a question arises about it.
The Jesuitical wicked crowd

Invent many a hundred secret things
That they may soon and above all
Require to know of a surety

Where we might dwell

Day and night they enquire about us.

In order to avoid their jaws

And look well after our affairs

And that our order does not become the prey
Of these unmannerly wolves

We have always to be careful

And not make ourselves too public.

O holy and powerful God

Save us from this wicked lot

Cast down their godless impudence

Keep our order in your protection

If so be that you are pleased at this time witloat works,
Turn away, turn away all our enemies



Who have become wickedly wrath
That they in no wise on us may
Satisfy their great hatred

Protect the pious, Lord Jesus Christ
Who art the refuge of us all

For it is our wish all together

To be known pubicly

To the world and the globe of the earth
As God the best of witnesses knows

Oh that this in a short while may happen,
How great would be our delight

But if without end or finish

Yet many obstacles be found

We think the best counsel to be

To keep as we are for a little while longer
But in such a way that meanwhile

We certainly make many more friends

Therefore we appeal to many a learned man in otings
With letters and by our own hands

Although our names are not known,

That is known to many a philosopher

Many a chemist, many a Doctor

Many a Reverend, many a worthy man

Knows the sound of our trumpet.

Were | to let you know all

And mention their names

O Eternal God, what a book
would this indeed become

Go now and doubt more
Whether in untruth and dishonour
Our free Brotherhood

Really be in the nature of things

You must not make silly remarks
The work itself will convince you
What this noble brotherhood has
Of might, of vitality, of power

But - where have | finally got to?

| have almost gone too far

Therefore that | do not not go beyond
My object or say too much

Or more than is permitted to me

| will finish for this time

And lay away my pen

Go be with you, and fare thee well

And now | beg kind permission

Whatl have communicated to you this time
If you do that and we get knowledge of you
You will soon receive more.



B.M.I. of the Fratres R.C. the least

He wrote this during his third journey at Hagenau

in which place he lay several days quietly, stoppethe rain.
Done the 22 September Anno 1616.

The Consideratio Brevis of Philip a Gabella
Translated from Latin by Christopher Atton MA DipLi b ALA ©

[This work was published together with the firsitieoh of theConfessio Fraternitatisit Cassel in 1615, from the
press of W. WesselSecretioris Philosophiae Consideratio brevis a Bipila Gabella Philosophiae St. conscripta,
et nunc primum una cum Confessione Fraternitat@. i lucem edita Cassellis, Excudebat Guilhelmesa¥llius
[limi. Pric. Typographus. Anno post natum ChristMBCXV. It is an important early Rosicrucian document. It
guotes extensively from John Deklenas Hieroglyphicaand has an underlying structure based upon tks bh
theEmerald Tablebf Hermes. - A McLean]

Back to Rosicrucian texts.

A Consideration of the More Secret Philosophy
by Philip & Gabella,

[Title page verso: 'May God give thee the dew af Hre fatness of the earth' Genesis 27: 28]

The Consideration of Philip a Gabella upon secra&tens, dedicated to the most distinguished nolielBrano
Carolus Uffel, a knight of the order of Hass.

Those who seek the hidden and secret origins aiaaliral things must first trace back the perpetoatces and
springs of the rivers and fountains to the ocetsedfi They wonder at the ability of the waterdltav back and
forth as if by a natural impulse. But does it sesgypropriate to tell of those philosophical mattéi relate to these
secret origins praised by another author, to whuesé things were passed on, if not to you (Nolrlea®id thence
to me? For it seems right that natural reason waisth to trace the origin of all things in the warto discover
their derivation, and how they come to developoulld thus appear ungrateful were | to offer thasiopophical
meditations to any name but yours, and so mawtbi¥, which exalts you as being its great origimabe
presented to you. Just as the waters that flow ftengreat ocean always seek to return, similkge
contemplations flow back to you as | gladly offeuymy work. And just as the salty waters of theamckecome
clean and sweet during their long wanderings thinahg land, | hope that this treatise - more condabte for its
value than for its great age - may be decoratetthdyleeds, the enthusiasm and the diligence dRdise&crucian
Brotherhood. Whether my gift to you be rough-hewnafined, | beg you to accept it kindly. The gafisnot care
for solemn pride or for prayers that are merelgiied to impress. They think little of those whitb epon them
with a long procession of words and a fine speBcihyou, Sir, if you have regard for my feelingsldahe prayers
of a man who serves you well, then | beg to priiseattempt, made by one who has wished for s@merd of his
respect and of his constant service to you invligk of a period of leisure. | wish to dedicatesthiork to the
eternal memory of your name.

Preface to the Reader

How does it come about, gentle reader, that oflpedirthe men who wish to learn and to gain wiscdmere is
only one in every thousand who acquires through stiedy even a modicum of knowledge and wisdomAdperit
is because they fail to set themselves a speafit ig their studies as they are setting out orptitd to knowledge,
so that they know whether they are on the rightp&tor nothing results from their diligent attemjitshey do not
at the same time hold steadfastly on the courgdahbs have chosen as the right one. For whenhheg reached
their goal they will find that all their pains ahdrd work will be worthless, if they have not firgbrked towards a



fixed end, and directed all their thoughts andamditowards it. In such a way do sailors, when tiexe no harbour
to make for, wander uncertainly across the vasamcensure of their course, eventually arrivingraunsuitable
harbour, or being wrecked on the shore. For thdsedwo not chose a suitable goal are just like tisaders; they
willingly run themselves aground or drive theirgshbinto sharp rocks. No sane man has ever doubdéthik is a
most fitting end to those mocked by Aeolus and Neet and those who bring sorrow to their friends jaxy to

their enemies. Therefore whoever wishes to knowdtheghter of alchemical wisdom, resplendent inbniirant
white dress, should, before he sets out on thist@rgea, first train his eyes and prepare hisgthefor the
struggles ahead in the pyronomic art. He should,vasre, first colour himself with dyes, and theaslish and
smooth himself as if with pumice, tweezers andEars

But is there not always something obscure in thesks? | admit that there is, yet there is jushash - if not more
- that can drive ignorance from the mind and layfttundations of wisdom. What rose could be moeubtil,
more sweet-smelling and more beneficial to the miSdch roses still have spines that tear, and $hbat prick,
but even small boys can be taught to avoid thesmwlicking the flowers, and to shun the Hyblaeastareeven
though it is not deadly poison. Such a task is phatteacher's duties, and such a teacher mustwhat is to be
accepted and what discarded, what is worthy ofprand what of censure. But if anyone should aceigsef
obscurity, he should also accuse Hermes, Platecaesnd many other philosophers, for it is upoir therk that
the present contemplation is founded.

Chapter One

Itis truth that | present to you: Truth, whosegbtness drives out all uncertainty. It is not Flatged, which
conceals the truth in the depths of obscurity. Boyhown conscience and the learning of the angibifdsophers
attest to that. May Plato be a friend to me, angfTan even greater friend. | will neither writer t@ach anything
that has not been acknowledged by these ambasseibesng true. Time reveals all things, and ydusgie that
what | say is correct, namely that:

The entire march of time reveals what is hidden,
yet also does it hide what is revealed.

There is nothing that will not be revealed, anchimgj secret that will not be brought into the lightutarch in his
Problematawisely sought to discover why it was that in antiyg divine matter tended to arise in Saturn. Tifis
considered important because the truth, which ieggly hidden and secret is at the same time fedédeere.
Saturn is considered as both the Father of Timeaa@dd, since Kronos can mean Saturn as well as.Tim
Although it is often said that justice exercisegltra great deal, yet truth itself is not exhaustdetrefore time must
always be given: the light reveals truth. | knovoegh of this philosophy to know that it is happyhtove only a few
judges. | prefer it to be judged by learned anddgmen, rather than the multitude. My aim is onlypkilosophise,
not to observe the heavens; | hope to find theesaand the reasons for secret matters, and abmiseabcquire
knowledge of M, which has its origin in the heavehi§things are moderated by a kind of harmonyl.exideavours
and all actions are governed by this premise, whahattracted the downcast eyes of some mengpsoibk
uncertainly upon the earth, and has raised thegaze upon the heavens:

He has given man a sublime countenance for,
whereas all other creatures lie flat and gaze
upon the earth, man can look upon the heavens,
He has ordered man, thus upright, to turn his
face to the stars.

Yet there are those who would hide themselves avitytheir philosophy, and take it with them, omdyadmire it.
These would also carry off language into the shadd¥ow fitting is Paracelsus' description of thesman who
would reap pollen, weave ropes from sand and uhsmvee unknown thread. Such a private study obghiphy
can never hope to bear fruit.

Chapter Two

Learn from this chapter, then, and mark it welghtiand motion are the most salient characterisfitie heavenly
bodies. The Sun surpasses all the other planat® giproduces its own light. The Moon, on theeothand,



exceeds all others with the speed of its motioresEhtwo planets are therefore deservedly considieecohost
outstanding of all the heavenly bodies. The Moassisecially powerful, since it rules all aqueoudibs. And just
as it follows the brilliant light of the Sun, whiéh also the principal source of heat, the Moordsiom and its
control over humidity are similarly joined, as i bome wonderful analogy. Through another procéasaogy we
can discern a pattern in the year, by simply examgia single day. For each day comprises — by theegof the
Sun and the Moon — its own spring, summer, autundnvénter. All basic qualities are produced by tisat of the
Sun alone, partly through themselves and partlghance, yet they occur in a fixed order, for if @gablish a
beginning, a middle and an end to each unit ofueyed pattern emerges. It is indeed beautiful tsicker how, all
over the earth, each year is like a single day. vay then consider the natural mysteries of theifjriand with
reason may you then wish for the blackness of taeyathued night to enshroud your work. From thisstderation
comes about the first and simplest form and mataifies) both of things non-existent and of thingsdein in the
folds of nature: this is produced from the straigie and the circle. It is through these that weable to effect
marvellous changes in the nature of things, if wgewature on correctly by the artificial meangwfonomy (by
nature | mean here everything created by the GrhGwd). But we should not only use this procegsrtmluce
those things visible and familiar in nature, bioato bring forth those which exist, like seedshia hidden places
of nature. The wise man can learn about these lalgdhe ignorant man cannot. Now whatever emefrges this
process throws out its beams all around, penetratiery corner of the world, and filling the woitdits own way.
And so every part of the world contains the beafresserything brought about by this process. I&ént by accident
or by design that these objects project their covmE? Indeed it is by design, a far more powerffibence than
chance. Those substances which comprise both bablgmrit (or which are of spirit alone) are fapstior to those
which are purely corporeal and comprise changimgiapure elements. How much finer are those finbistances
than those which only produce an imperfect formtiie perfect form will have the same name as tihstance that
produces it. But just as God has created all thinggond all reason and the laws of nature (awhth it is not for
us to contemplate), similarly it is impossible &rything to pass into nothingness unless it tdieisond the laws of
reason and nature; even then it may do so onlyibstpernatural power.

Chapter Three

From this second consideration of the ancient gbier's work we turn to the star, representedyayipol of
circle with vertical line] . The circle cannot beoduced without the straight line, nor the straigte without the
point. Consequently things first came into exiseetitough the point and the star, and whateven ihie periphery
- however great it may be - cannot exist at alhaitt the aid of the central point. Thus the cergoaht of the
hieroglyphic star represents the earth, around whath the Sun, the Moon and the other planetshein courses
and make their impression. So much does she dedire imbued with the sun's rays that she appedrave been
transformed into him, and disappears from the skil,a few days later, she reappears as | haversier here [
Symbol of lens-like figure ]. By joining togethéris image of the Moon with its solar complemenirgle day was
made from the evening and the morning. This iditseday according to the philosophers, on whighti first
appeared. For just as there is the law of firsti@motvithout which all would remain motionless, sete is the
power of first and sensible form (that is, lightflvaut which other forms would be unable to actxiNee see the
Sun and Moon resting upon a rectilinear cross wfggmbol of circle with horizontal radius] - by eost fitting
hieroglyphic interpretation - can signify both tieenary and the quaternary. The ternary consistwotraight
lines [ >] and a common point connecting them;dhaternary consists of four straight lines [symifahumber 4
composed of lines] , including four right-anglesguced by repeating each line. The octonary (whatubt many
will have seen before) also presents itself here, most secret fashion, [symbol of double 8 coragad eight
lines] and you should note this especially. Accogdio the first fathers of philosophy the magicahtemplation of
the ternary encompassed body, spirit and soul. Ehistwe obtain the remarkable septenary, congistfriwo
straight lines [sumbol of number 7 composed of liwes] sharing a common point.

Chapter Four

In the third consideration we saw that the wholeoampasses everything that we can perceive. Apart this there
are certain parts, a certain substance, that reapairt from the rest. Every natural thing desihés $ubstance, just
as art requires the touch of the artisan. Exacligitwhis substance is | shall now tell you. Paftsso- the hands, the
nerves, the eyes - are substances that are stemegtlhvhen food is taken. Blood is also part obus, it too is a
substance, for it prepares other parts of the lamdlyis equal in strength to those other parts.uldvaow ask you to
pay close attention to what | say: of this wholechiae (the body) a necessary part is air, for diighat binds the



heavens and the earth, that separates the heightgshe depths, and yet also joins them. It recedveertain
substance from the earth below, and at the sangetime hermetically transfuses the strength ofthes to the
earth. | consider this just as much a part of tbeldvas | do the plants and animals. All the speofeplants and
animals are part of the universe since they arpaatl of the fullness of the universe. Even a sdént or animal
may be considered a part of the universe sindeowadgh it is perishable, it is still a part of thaale at its death. In a
similar way the air coheres with both the heavansthe earth, and is innate in both. For this redke
philosophers rightly call it the Hermaphrodite. Yie¢ natural part of any thing possesses unityndohing is born
without unity or without the point. | do not thirtkat you will ask out of ignorance how the earthash part of the
universe and a substance itself, but if you do §fenwill also need to know how it is that the heas are also a
part. This is because the universe cannot existowtiteither of them, for the universe is made efrthit comprises
them and from both equally is nourishment distiélouto all animals, all seeds, metals, mineralsadirtthe stars.
Everything is provided with as much strength asdfuires, whether it be a single thing or evervtbdd itself. And
so it may be seen how it is that so many starsghewmuch they travel and however greedy they neaake
sustained day and night in their work and in thearishment. For it is in the nature of all thinggake as much
nourishment as they require, The world, howeveuyldidesire the full amount of time that is allottedt and seize
it all in a single revolution. The philosopher pides a mundane rural analogy to explain this serinatter: he says
that eggs absorb as many humours as they neefibtd thie birth of the animal. Thus it is agreed tha earth is
ruled by nature, and in this example from the nmdosm there exist veins and arteries, the formergoehannels for
the blood, the latter for the spirit. There areikinty in the earth channels through which watemw$, and others
through which the air flows. It can thus be seext tlature has formed the earth in the likenesseohtiman body,
and that both ourselves and our ancestors havechtirese channels of water 'veins'. But in us tieen®t only
blood but many types of humour: some essentialesoonrupt (these being thicker). There is the biraihe head,
the marrow in the bones, mucus and saliva, teatsdunbricant in the limbs which makes them flegil&imilarly

in the earth there are many different kinds of huraoSome of these are hardened by nature, anel hleesme the
earth of the metals. Of these metals gold andrsélve the most sought after by the greedy. Theralsio those that
are turned to stone by the action of petrifyingiiiy All of these, since they contain the four edens, also contain
their own seed. From each of these comes forthirarpale and female. Air is considered to be matewit is
gusty and female when cloudy and still. Fire isenahen it burns with a strong flame and female wihen
harmless to the touch. When the earth is espediallg and rocky it is considered male; when itasyeto farm it is
female.

Chapter Five

From the fourth chapter it is clear that the diated homogeneous parts of the elements can shothéhalements,
after they have been removed from their naturalgdareturn to them along straight lines. It wilt therefore seem
absurd that the mystery of the four elements (ivhach each compound element can ultimately be veslis
implied by the four [symbol of four lines meetingaapoint] straight lines running in opposite difens from a
single point. You should take note and diligenthserve that geometry teaches us that a line isupestby the
flow of a point. This is similar to the way our foelemental lines are produced by the continuolieffarops
becoming a flow (by drops we mean the points ofstar). Thus does it come about in our mechanieaien
Moreover, the cabbalistic expansion of this quatgrmccording to the usual method of counting (thabne, two,
three, four) produces, when added together, thieg@arumber ten. As Pythagoras himself said, ome, three and
four add up to ten. Therefore it is not by chara the rectilinear cross (which is the twentytfietter of the
Roman alphabet and considered to be formed fromsiwaight lines) was chosen by the most anciemato
philosophers to signify the number ten. Furthermitsedivision immediately shows the quinary. Itaqe in the
alphabet is determined also: for by multiplying gwaver of the ternary by the septenary establighesthe twenty-
first. It will be seen that this accords very waith the sun and moon, since through the magibe$e four
elements a most exact separation of the sun and mtmtheir own lines was effected. In additiog,the
circumferences of their lines the conjunction [swintif circle with four lines metting at a point] anade in the
solar complement (for by the laws of geometry aleimay be described for a line of any lengthjhétn becomes
clear how much the proportion of our star - sigradfby the cross [symbol of four lines meeting poit] - serves
the sun and moon. The dagger-like, pointed zodisigal of Aries is well-known to everyone (thattise figure
[symbol of Aries] ). It is generally considered tifram its position in the heavens comes the ftermary. We have
added the astronomical sign of Aries, thereforesigaify the use of fire. It is agreed that thisstigal sign,
consisting of two semicircles joined by a singlénpds most aptly assigned to the time of the aéaguinox. For a
period of twenty-four hours, when arranged as ateiuinox (that is, equally), denotes our mostetgaoportions



(by 'our' | refer here to the earth). For this mma&ise men have handed down to us the hieroglygbits
representing the elements and Aries. Thereforéarfithis truly golden milk, but if you would rathbunt the hare
with the sophists, then do not catch hold of thegsiant or the ferret. You should be aware thdtisldbtained by
increments, for who does not know that the oridialbskills was quite crude and that it was onjythe passing of
time and the growth of experience (the universatiter) that they grew to perfection? This is calygdroved by
the study of medicine, a skill much sought afted eantinually developing.

Wisdom always increases in the presence of men.

So you must be taught, says Seneca, as long agg@in ignorant (perhaps throughout our whole )iviésve are
to believe in this saying. It is true that all thinincrease through time and that in this way tteteave developed to
such an extent that the practitioners of our dagfaeed their predecessors. So it is that your gkithin the study
of philosophy has itself grown: if we compare theeo students of the true and more secret wisdaim yau, we
find that they appear quite worthless. If Hermbs, father of philosophy, were to be brought badif¢aoday,

there is no doubt that he would be laughed at byatbhemists, just as the sculptors say that iflBaes was living
today and was to make such things as those whicle tmian famous, he too would appear ridiculous. éag¢he
wise men of today far excel their predecessoradreasing the number of syllogisms for our ultimageefit. Every
skill increases: if the well is drawn off it filisp all the better. But once you have arrived aglat decision you must
continue along that path, otherwise you will be dstray from the truth before you have even stastedn your
way. Pile up that which is rare and in short supplthe open air and, after it has been completegked by the
water, the rotting damp and its location make isteaway.

Chapter Six

In the fifth consideration | did not attempt to damstrate any other principle except that which Katderself has
demonstrated. | acknowledge the spagyric art agsepting the most skilful and sophisticated offal arts,
through which | am able to give you my opinion bade matters. For, as if by divine ordinance athes us how to
distinguish the pure from the impure, just as latjgtinguishes truth from falsehood; it teachesvhen to separate
substances and when to bring them together; iht=aas the method most favourable to Nature, fdisiinguishes
between the clear and the confused, the subtléhengross, the light and the heavy, fire and &rad water,
water and earth. In such a way as this did thet@réd#imself show us everything in the First CreatidVe are his
imitators, and although we do not try to duplidaie work throughout the entire universe, yet weattempt it in
this small and confined world of ours. It is cemttiat since each of these considerations contieengniversal
Medicine, each one is also concerned with a metti@hquiry. Therefore | affirm that the UniversaéMcine for
bodies is the philosophic gold, after it has bespasated and drawn to the highest state of pesfedur common
gold has absolutely nothing in common with the géoiphic gold we use to begin our task. In thateespommon
gold is dead and clearly useless. For just asckehiis not born from a cooked egg, the Universatlidine will not
come from cast gold. Careful consideration muggilken to what must be done, for we must not pemvattire but
imitate it accurately to the best of our abilitiddl.the wise men agree that there is only this salestance, the One
Medicine (speaking hieroglyphically), to which nioitp is added and only the superfluous is removad éven this
process is achieved naturally). It is thereforeostndifficult task to locate this medicine amonidgt multitude of
substances, although it would certainly be ignofalty to look for it in an unnatural substance.eT$earch is
therefore rightly directed towards the sourcesefrmetals and minerals. The philosophers set tvibesie above all
the rest, that is, the sources of mercury and lphsw. But just as they do not mean common golihaedo they
mean common sulphur or common mercury. The phillesg gold is living, subtle and spiritual. Comngmid is
dense, hard and unchanging. The philosophers' myeicthe prime material of all things: withoutlie M cannot
exist. But in fact liquid mercury, or quicksilves,an impure metal which comes from its own spesagld. The
philosophers' sulphur is pure, permanent, whiteedrand flammable. Common sulphur, however, is acstible
and impermanent. Hence it is easy to understanditfezence between the philosophers' gold anddh#itose who
are mistaken; between the philosophers' sulphutlaaicf the foolish; between the philosophers'angr and that
of the ignorant. The difference between heaveneamth is as great as the difference between thewige and the
sophist.

The philosophers' gold is gold that has not ydatid@d or hardened naturally, for if it were to do then our man-
made fire would have no effect on it, and the sratin would be frustrated by his own skill. It ism@/ed from the
prime source of all the metals by pruning and ssar through spring water, and in a natural way. jBst as the
Microcosm was first created out of the Macrocosithauit a soul, which was later breathed into it hyre power,



in a similar way does our man (mercury) appearei,dte too receives a soul which is brought fortth kindled by
the continuously regulated movement of the firedath. When our Mercury is joined with either majmes
lunaria it is more correctly known as 'aqua si¢dey water). This does not wet the hands and whaceg near a
fire it flees like a runaway slave. It is also krmoas Proteus, since it transforms itself into wasjalistinct forms
and is itself transformed by this process. At timeppears in the form of dew, at times like hedyeain,
sometimes even like snow, hail, hoar frost or aid@s if it were dressed in a cloak. This tramsfition can be
seen everywhere: however it comes about, whethmeials, animals or vegetable matter, it is esakfuti the
appearance of the mercury so that the work carrdigght to a conclusion.

The mercury of Hermes and of all the Philosophersgater, the water that falls from the sky as eaid which the
Sun, as its father, extracts from the earth eaghirda very fine vapour and takes up into that pathe sky where
the downpour is formed. Here it is condensed iatowater by the innate natural force of the Motsnother,
using that same power with which she controls effaelow. Thus it condenses into rainwater, thiskamd falls in
drops by its own weight. It is moved around willfinby the air or the wind (which is, after allpthing more than
the movement of the air) until it lands upon thaetoe point, that is, the earth, its nursemaid, whest then carry it
in her lap. Perhaps this seems like a Gordian kmdtone even tighter than Alexander's, which aag be cut by
the sword of reason.

As | have often told my sons of knowledge and wisdthe Philosophers' sulphur is first formed wheawater has
returned to the earth. At times it floats on the of the water and is multicoloured, like the eantlvered in foliage,
or like some kind of thick broth. All these differtehues derive from the greenness of the vitrioit &perience has
confirmed that all water which is without spirit ynbe hardened by heat, and that which has spintimahardened
by cold. He who understands how water can be hadiby heat and how the spirit can be joined wittvili
certainly discover something a thousand times moegeious than gold, more precious than anythingrdfore the
alchemist should separate the spirit from the waiter allow it to decay until it resembles a se€fterthe waste
has been discarded he should reintroduce the spgithe water from above, and effect a conjumcbetween
these two. It is this conjunction or arrangemeat thill produce an offspring utterly different froits parents.

Chapter Seven

The sixth consideration deals with Nature itself an we must must now define Nature. But Natueedgficult
thing to define, even amongst the wise there wsagileement about which came first, God or NatweiffNature
came first, then God must have been created, wigatannot have been. But if God came first, thetutdanust
have been created, for only if Nature can have beem can it really come into existence. But songewnen
define Nature as the originator of fire, and itheough fire that it enters sensible matter to &b reproduction.
Indeed it is clear that all things are createdqipially by fire. But Plato defined Nature as thellWwf God, and this
is the definition that meets with the most appramabngst the philosophers, for the Will of Godasnplete
Goodness in its entirety and is present in allghirHis will is born from his Divinity, so that thgs may be as they
are, as they have been and as they always widrmbthat Nature may be proof against aging. Nat@esation and
the whole world contains this Nature within themfact every living thing contains it. For each sefulfilled
through procreation and this joining of the twomnre accurately, this unity between them-which gy well
call desire or love (or both) - is quite beyond anderstanding, just as much as are desire and Hweever if both
God and Nature are considered to exist and sinteenean come from the other (for it must be thhich is born
of the first comes second), neither God nor Natarebe considered as having been born. Plato wesapurect
when he stated that Nature is the Will of God,Gard has always willed and it is necessary thatdes do, for this
is the truest cause of all things. Since, if ithis Will of God, Nature cannot have been born, theither it nor God
can have been born, and thus we must understanthéhaature of the Macrocosm beyond the Microcissnot
Nature at all but God. For this same Nature, byctvhine world exists, is the Will of God; but the tat pursues
Nature (that is, the Will of God) is the true knedtje of the Microcosm, and of what must be doneitk® not
Nature that carries the vitriol from the mountaitoithe furnace, or builds a fire beneath. The tamgcern of man,
his true art, is to prepare and produce the Medidivery man who has known that this art is thg tmle one may
then practise it faithfully. He who has learned rttagn assume control. But whoever tries his skitiidd take care
that he does not sin against the Will of God orltaes of Nature.

But the greatest skill is the ability to dissemthiat skill, for whoever feels it necessary to pungthing in writing
or in speech about this great study, uses hisisksibeaking to conceal his true meaning. This ise contrasted
with our more usual way of speaking, so that we maye easily agree with those appearing to spetkaily,
rather than with those who have perverted thatrabtoethod of artifice.

For as Euripides says, the use of language is sirbpt every man abandons that natural simplicity@mes



under our suspicion, just as if they are tryingléceive and defraud us. Consider well, then, thewiong simple
and natural example of the Great Work: the rainwyaifter it has been completely covered over aficlgside in
the bright sun, becomes fetid and mud collecthénttottom. It becomes sticky and has a bitter, tastie. But in
time this foulness is exhausted and disappearssétiienent, or solid matter, will separate fromaer and
precipitate at the bottom and remain there. Thosra, clean water is produced that is sweet, fragrad
flavoursome. Pour the water off from the sedimata another glass and once more place it outdaiistine
sediment forms a scum. Repeat the process untilare sediment can be found. This water has beetupeal
naturally and as a result it is incorruptible. @oald say the same of oil, wine and other liquiksept that spring
water, as | shall explain, separates all kindsotiflsnatter of both contrary and similar qualiti&®m the vitriol of
Venus and Mars. It will do all this gradually angld natural process. If you combine this pure aarfiget material
with fire you will produce pyraustae. After thesevh been left out in the sun they ferment properly.

But those fashionable Galenists and academic doetbo criticise distillation and alchemical mattgeherally,
have not considered these matters seriously endingly. have not understood at all about the headne, for
example. This heat is first separated by fire ftomparts with which it has been mixed, these b#irgcooler and
more sluggish parts of the mixture. After it hasiéeed from these parts as if from an enemyeit txists in a
fine type of distilled water without any more vigaois operation taking place. For this reason thiegtphers
rightly call their work (the Medicine) 'Fortituddqr this signifies the Elixir. Into its trust theightly pledge all
nature. Furthermore, the work and the true endobieany may be briefly described as that of 'the\Biodb the
Body', and those of Magia as 'the Spirit in the Bo@lhe wise men call their results violent sineeyt use amounts
of strength that seem greater than those ordaipedture. There is more about this in the carefathanged books
of Paracelsus, where there is a cure for disehs¢sims to ease and cleanse sickness by usingosymimrds and
spoken formulae. But this resembles more the agastifots and is therefore contrary to the Will&dd; for this
reason we reject it in our modern age.

Chapter Eight

In the seventh and last consideration | would nattwo appear to be pursuing a Euclidean strategyany other:
you should learn from the fifth chapter of theHifiook, which concerns the secret deeds performedebMonarch
throughout his long life. In the fourth chaptesétys that the Necrolii (or Necrolici) are forbiddetong life, that is,
they are barred from the Great Work, which Gebd#s tlae Third Order. The elemental substancesaéir ttrude
state of blackness (according to Raymond Lull teyof a blackness blacker even than black) catusea
solution for the dead. The Scaiolae are the foemehts in the vitriol of Venus after they have bparified. In the
Necrolii, that is, in the First Order of the Wogke contained ridiculous travesties, sophisticapprations indeed,
that do not withstand the test of fire. Yet theysthed light on the Cyphant, in other words, onftlmation of the
embryo or infant (as Arnold and Lull refer to #nd which Geber refers to when he says that theugi®on is not
complete until the preparations of the first orbdave been made (these preparations were adeqshtsiyn in the
previous chapter). Those who get to this stage dehnot advance to the other orders and thereforetiproduce
pyraustae are referred to as Alloeani by Paracetsuse they are superficial imitators of the faxrmd sophistical
white-washers of the tinctures of Venus and the Mdut if we suspect that anything might go wrorithwhe
liquor then we should proceed as follows: the Higibn should be repeated more often so thatdkedrable path
to the good may be sufficiently open to you. Tlsawwe should distinguish between the right way ciwhéads to the
more perfect material and the left, which relatesrperfect bodies. Some philosophers refer toetteesgmatically
as the eastern and the western parts.

Water envies the Scaiolii and conceals the ligddh® lunaria from them. Now he who possesseslthiyato
extract spring water in a torrent is known as aewedtviner; he who softens using fire is calledratbngs. Such a
man laughs at the sophists, since they have déiierience and act just like the easily-disturbedrilii when they
are dormant, for they do not fix the tincture pndpevhich develops naturally up to a certain stagére flying
from the fire. They are careless, as has often baigh about the poppy seed, which brings sledgikesthe fifth
essence of the vitriol. This essence brings alfmutbagulation of Mercury, which is alternatelychand soft. The
alchemists refer to this process as fixing. Thigease also brings sleep in a similar way to maredrBlat
Aequaster, the anatic material of the completedadjmn, will not destroy the position of the Scadhbr it delights
to be in that spiritual seat of the Scaolii, tisatdf the philosophers’' Mercury. But if the Surth@ Moon is to be
added to this crude preparation something mudtifesemoved, in other words, the receiving malteniast be
prepared by transmutation: this is the extent efrtiedicine of the second order. But the greatestA@xceeds
even this with the medicine of the third order, tfoe Mercury is first prepared philosophically ahdn accurately
and fully gathered together. Thus prepared, thectgradvances our purpose since, according to Gilieings



the material we have already mentioned to advameevork. But this is not all, for in this order thds a difference
in the method and the subtlety of the preparatimce the pure Nymphidic spring water has left thaoh] the
latter passes through the water of the Scaoliilarttergoes another transformation, where it willaemdifficult to
work with and virtually insoluble. This has beercazed by the earthly sun, for this process is iddiath by
fixing and life by the lightening of the Scaoliih@ White Sun also agrees to join with the Moorhiméarly stages
but he undergoes a change towards the end, siad€rily turns red at the end of the work. But adittis written at
the close of the book concerning travesties andNgmaphidic spring water lead to obscurity, sinceytipervert the
traditional order. This is something which the teers if this wisdom often do, since (as Augurelias it) they are
dedicated to the laws of this intricate art. Sd th@ may comprehend the Nymphidic and understa@d\thiadic
Year, in other words, how we may become immortadugh hard work and suffering, we should first tetire
characters (known as the gift of Venus) which, asaBelsus says, even though you may understandithesiation
to each other, you do not have practical knowlesfgeem. For the man who summons Palemon and Lbeaot
does so in vain if he has not first attracted Neré&lor will he attract Nereus if he has not firgirieed on the
primary trinity of life. His work will have no firngrounding at all unless he has first attracteddesor the
aqueous nature of the Moon is referred to mystica! Saturn while it makes one revolution aroureddarth, by the
science of the Scaolii. For the same reason Is@ given the name of Jupiter. But after it has¢drthrough the
elements three times we represent it more obscureligis way: [symbol of lunar crescent with lowspss] , which
is usually known as Mercury. You can see how luh& symbol becomes: [symbol of lens-like figurehhibwer
cross] . Some wise men would hold that it is predlioy the fourth revolution, but this in no way tradicts our
secret purpose. Only the purest magic spirit véitig out the work of whitening in place of the mod@hrough his
spiritual virtue, once he is alone with us, he mpgak hieroglyphically without words for almost bole day,
introducing and impressing into the purest andnglsti earth prepared by us those four geogamicefigar instead
that other figure shown nearby. But is not the megsisign of Mars produced by the combination &f theroglyphs
for the Sun and Aries? And is not the teachindhefélements included in this? And is not, | ask,dign of Venus
produced from a fuller exposition of the Sun arel¢lements? These planets therefore have regatigefaolar
revolution and the work of rehabilitating metalsfiyg, where there arises during its progress oltia¢r Mercury,
which is indeed the uterine brother of the first &bpears once the lunar magic of the Sun andeheeats has
been completed, just as the hieroglyphic messdrtieius most expressively, if we will only fix oayes upon him
and give him a more attentive hearing. By the WilGod he is that most famous Mercury, he is therbtiosm, he
is Adam. Yet some experts would put the Sun irptase, something which we in our present age aablerto do
unless we put in charge of this golden work a aegpirit that has been separated from its bodghkbypyronomic
art. This is difficult to do and very dangerous éase of the fiery and sulphurous fumes that ardymed. But this
spirit will be wonderful indeed, joining Venus aaden Mars to the disc of the Moon (or at leashad bf Mercury)
with indissoluble bonds. This then produces the &uhe philosophers in what they call the thirgition, which
completes our septenary number. Care must therbéotaken when such an operation takes place Mithel to
ensure that the central heat can change wateaintso that it can spread out over the flat eartth scatter the
residue, with the aid of the rain, throughout tharinels of the earth. Finally the opposite wilbateme about: the
air will turn to water of a particularly fine typ&his occurs if you bring about the overwhelmingtef gold and
silver by the Old Man, that is, our aqueous Mercspythat the water consumes them: eventually Heligiand be
consumed as well.

The ashes of the gold are then to be sprinkledhemviater, and the water boiled until it is readgu¥vill then have
a medicine for curing leprosy. But take care tiat go not use cold instead of hot, or hot instdazbtal. Mix like
natures together, but if you must use a substdratedbes not occur in nature then separate it iimékembles a
natural substance. In the end - by the Will of Gtltk Great Work is achieved not by hand but tsy. fir

Final Chapter

In conclusion, can | really put a price on my wosken all | do is provide a brief sketch of thedtiom of the
philosophers? | do not even possess all the redjiimewledge; and even if | knew how to express tfiyse
coherently would | even dare? For | consider thedgter to be old enough to be common knowledge,enhib
always the modern writers who believe that theymake clearer and surpass the unskilled ancienbteinwriting.
But however it comes out my work will at leastthe best of its ability, help to recover and restibre ancient lost
arts of knowledge and science to their descendants.

By lunarium it is generally agreed that the ancieriters refer to Chalcantum, whether it be cupridiungaric
Chalcantum. Its body is metallic, called 'blackibg'the Romans. It exists in two forms: it can lig dut of the
ground and can be produced artificially. When i of the ground it is sometimes dark, sometipads.



Occasionally it is white, occasionally transpaiéa glass, which is why it is commonly known agial. You may
get to know the bowels of the earth well with thistal, and by purifying it you will discover theddien Stone, the
True Medicine. Its artificial form is produced betaction of rainwater flowing through the metaid forming a
pool. After passing through those substances btutfte metals, it is collected in large clay vessethere after a
few days it hardens in the air. Under certain cbowl$ this water can turn Mars into Venus. But wiegppens if the
natural form is improved upon by the pyronomic &s$2he vitriol bubbles, two vapours are releagedfthe
channels in the stone: these create the metaldirghis therefore to be found in the elementeafth and water,
with the Sun acting upon them and producing theoljtthe second cause is in the chalcanthus;hind &nd last in
the vapour, that is, in the twin spirits of sulplamd mercury that are the source of the metal; ftenother has
first been impregnated by wild nature. The philders have laid claim to lunaria themselves, duddmqueous
nature of the Moon. Raymond Lull is chief amongsise, for we find the following repeatedly in histings: 'take
up the stone, whatever its form, and pour on tharia'. The flower of the air is considered to bei@os, that of
Mars is rosemary. The magicians take this for tbein and call it Martagon, as if it were born of ida
Undoubtedly chemistry cannot be understood witlpoattice and experience. For all metals can becestito a
vitriol resembling their own aqueous source,, withany diminution in their composition. This vitris the lunaria,
otherwise known as the philosophers' tree. AccaortirBorissa this has seven branches represeihngetven
gualities of the metals. The root of this treehis metal-bearing earth; its trunk is red, solid anffused with black.
Its leaves resemble those of marjoram: there anty tf them in all, fifteen corresponding to trenpth of the
Moon's waxing and fifteen to its waning. Its snigllike that of musk; at the full moon its fruitsembles the finest
saffron. If Mercury is removed from it at the timaEthe full moon or at the waning and replacedetwrthis same
time, it turns into the Moon. If this is then ballsix times it turns into the Sun. In short, frdmstpure form flows
pure water. But this water, although similar toioady water, because it comes from a very deep, welst never
be assumed to be too much like ordinary water tfi@elements have been interchanged, just asdtisdlie
Psalterium of Sonus: but although their various @shmve been changed, yet their influence remainsghout.
Such a precise description enables you to brirggdonclusion all that has taken place in the ofmraFor this
reason have you praised your people in all thedeawmours, Lord, and you have honoured them withyghou
have not disdained them, rather have you stoothday tat all times and in all situations.

Thus nothing of value can arise in man's affairs,
unless his mind first spurns all thoughts of gramgde
and wonders at and worships the One and Only God.

Prayer

Eternal, unchanging and Infinite God, you who anéytborn of yourself, and from whom all other thare
created; you who are Good without comparison; ybo are great without limit; eternal without timenoipresent
but in no single place. You are the only true \drtthe only perfection that alone embraces allrdbrens of
perfection and enters into each one far and widelL &ppear to us greater than the greatest; youihaueir power
the way to perfection. Only when we have remaimecbintinual contemplation for a long period of tim# we be
fortunate enough to achieve this goal ourselvewelver ignorant we may be, let us not be ignorarhisfat least.
Therefore, for as long as we seek you in the wildss, let us not lose ourselves. Bestow upon usfgtherly and
infinite goodness and mercy, so that we may confmtbyou in some way at least, by loving your gland
majesty, worshipping, admiring and adoring themyMa& embrace and possess them through your on|yCaam
Lord Jesus Christ, who always welcomes us. We #ggfrom you and ask of you with our most heattfehyers
that you will bring it to pass through your HolyiB for you are truly the best and greatest Guekause of the
love that you freely give to us. May there be praiad honour bestowed upon you, the One Godheatharithree-
in-One, the only Living and True God, for all etéyrand for all time, Amen.

Philemon Philadelphiae Rosae Crucis

Speculum sophicum rhodostauroticum

The 'Mirror of Wisdom' of Theophilus Schweighardt

Translated by Donald Maclean ©



Introduced by Adam McLean ©

Back to Rosicrucian texts

The Rosicrucian movement was given its impulseu@ihothe publication of its three well known testts

manifestos of th&ama Fraternitatisand theConfessio Fraternitatitn 1614 and 1615 respectively, followed by the
‘Chemical Wedding' in 1616. Those wishing to peatetthe mystery of the Rosicrucians must inevitabtyrn to
these documents to seek some insight into the Briotlod's ideas, beliefs and practices. There aseVer other
texts of the period that equally contributed to Resicrucian event, and though many of these haea himost
entirely neglected, some particular texts desewdysand investigation. Foremost among these nteglesecondary
texts is "The Mirror of the Wisdom of the Rosicraies" written in 1617 by Daniel Mogling under thepdonym of
Theophilus Schweighardt and first published in 160ds text contains three important engravings.

The title page has at its head "under the Shadowwf wings" with the four lettered name of God JHthrice
repeated. Immediately below this are two male #guwne in an attitude of prayer (ORA), and anotiwking with
metal on an anvil (LABORA). The text on the righlys "Here is clearly expounded all the skill of tieole world,
all Art and Science at the same time. But seekifires kingdom of God and then contemplate this enathd take
note carefully of everything". The adept is thehated by the text on the left not only to lookwatd at the
wonders of Nature but also to look within, "If yanderstand and follow my feelings, you will nevesile
anything else, and like myself you will be contant ask little of the world's misery. And | knowhto maintain
myself in this and no money nor goods shall beitarko me".

Further below two female figures are set in niotwes labelled PHYSIOLOGIA and the other THEOLOGIA.
Physiologia who represents the spiritual transfdirragforces working in the human soul from out of dodily
nature holds a winged flaming heart in her righidhand three symbols - a Rose, a feather quill et a latin
cross, while above her is the statement "This d fiot my radiant joy". Her syzygy Theologia, repetng the
spiritual force working from above into the humawls holds a heart bearing the first and last thinige Alpha and
Omega, A and Z, Aleph and Tau, the alchemical AZQWHile in her left hand she hold a ruler and cosspa
labelled "The Art of Nature”, and above her is terit"God's word which remains in eternity".

In the middle below the booktitle is a panel witbhaanplex of symbols at the centre of which is assrsurrounded
with a wreath of roses with the words "I am praatién this". To its left is the cryptic remark "B#tl Reader what
stands before thy eyes. This is my true countenfgjtlife and my whole position, whereby my namd e
known. In this sign is my name". Below, an islaisgts out of the sea of ignorant opinion and usedpssulation,
while above, a ship set on its course to the Raess guided by the hand of God holding the aogéhgs.

The title page is rather elaborate, introducing Hook to us as :

"The Mirror of the Wisdom of the Rosicrucians.

The Detailed Unveiling of the College and Axiomafahe specially illumined Fraternity of the Chigst Rosy
Cross to all those desirous of and expecting wisdnthto the further confounding of those who donterstand
(Zoiles) and to their inextingishable shame andkeoc

Theophilus Schweighardt Constantiensem.

With the Privilege of God and Nature, not to berawmed in Eternity, 1618."

On the bases of the two columns we find writterthenleft "Unless you understand my true teachiggs,will
never understand another book", while on the rightive explained it so clearly and brought it befgour eyes
with figures".

Schweighardt's text expresses clearly enough trelséor the Rosicrucians as being an inner q&estweighardt,
who must have been close to the mystery of thedRasans (the Rhodo-staurotic Brotherhood as tersdb them)
as anyone of the time, clearly identified the fraity as an inner brotherhood of aspirants workiitdin the sphere
of a common constellation of symbols. In his thildhpter he outlines the polarities that must b&ednaithin our
souls if we are to consider ourselves as brethféimeoRosy Cross. - Adam McLean.




Through the mediation of the Elohim

I, Theophilus Schweighart Centralleanicus with the blessing of themes, herald of the
Divine - Magical, Physical - Chemical, Triune - Universal Philosophy withite Grace of
God, revealed to the unworthy, wish to all those who have been granted by God to
contemplate my "Sophy speculum oculis intelligentiae" peace, joy and caasit prosperity
from the glorious Father of Light reigning through the generations.

Dear brethren and fellow labourers in God, it isdger the greatest cause of astonishment by wbatlerfully
contrary and world-loving opinion the majority afnan creatures have landed in an incurable desperédir they
cannot recognise the salvation that hovers befaie ¢yes and the final reforming of their errdmst they withstand
all the grace and mercy of God. Look at and obstigeage that is ending, contemplate the manifoisinesses
and affairs of mankind which are for the most paih and of no account, not to mention public calyrand
infamy, upon which may God have pity, in high aad ldegree. All this has so much got the upper hbhatlinstead
of being punished it is held more in esteem thadiygairtues and heroic deeds. Oh vanity of vaniti@k depraved
human nature! My heart would leap from my body g\tgne that | contemplate this miserable conditidisuch
seeming joy; and though | know myself much too pang in need of help to ward off this evil by myroperson |
cannot in Christian love ignore my neighbour arfdaie from expounding my "Pandoram" with figuresialhhave
been published for the same reason; and from riegetile much desired Collegium, Lodge, or Dwellofghe
highly praised Rhodostaurotic (Rosicrucian) brdtieed and their true philosophy, the "fidelibus, g@vhiae,
studiosis" to the end that mankind be wakened ftersleep of sin, and with freshly opened heartt) hneads
bared and bare feet, go joyfully towards the nendiyng sun and salutifero Heliae. Wherefore lovimgthren in
God, nature and wisdom, receive and mark this ntlgftd instruction, read it and examine it earngstind you will
find what many thousands have desired from thenmégg but what few have found. So be you pious,-f&ading,
compassionate, well-doing and silent, otherwisge wisdom that is here made public and laid before gyes in a
manner that could not be brighter will not only sbip your treasure and close its storehouse butwmi to
mockery, offence and shame. But thou, God-lovirgh®r and friend, who wast named in the title sohmaw
obscurely, wilt know thyself through thy manifolgeriences and promises made unto thee broughtnumito
other ways, thou shalt have this Christian, goddikd nature-politic "Speculum Sophicum" as thine @it and to
thine honour as a lover of its content and onecadedd to the salvation of the faithful. And thikthe more because
in the past two years thou hast shewn thyself tteranworthy self in such fashion by confiding to thime especial
secrets that | cannot but think thereon withoubrishment and a corresponding brotherly affectianr.thou, O
brother, didst offer to hear my pansophy, thou bhstvn me the way of my work, thou wast, art aradtdie in
eternity the author and refuge of my thoughts.

And although the Theonic generation of vipers hdaed to set obstacles in the way of some of opaded
societies and brotherhoods by unexpected meanwaysl and have undone them for the cursed inteofiouter
appearance, | shall nevertheless hope and trustihaumanity and thy superior understanding asitribe to me
more belief and confidence, when | speak with aenognd candid spirit, than other "Zoili" with theliespicable
calumnies. If thou doest this, thou mayst expentetbing greater and more worthy in the coming ydzite
contending thyself with the present proffered wgdtwhich, as | have said, is in thine honour, fligrip and
brotherliness, with the prayer to God the Almigtitsit he will unite it in thee with the "Pansophgtadia in centro
Sacratissmae Alethiae".

Given on the 1st March 1617 from the Musaum Cedetraicum.

SPECULI SOPHICI UNIVERSALIS

Chapter |

A Brief but Thorough Description of the Collegiurhtbe Fraternity, Highly lllumined by God, of theoBe Cross.
It is not unknown to me, true-hearted reader, witiat great appetite yet for the most part with wiaah hope

information is sought concerning the Collegium, gedand Dwelling of the far-renowned RosicruciantBerhood
by persons of high and low rank hitherto. For haedtlay goes by in Frankfurt, Leipzig, and othell \weown



places, and particularly in the city of Prague haitt ten, twelve or even twenty different kindgpefson attempting
to gain information from art-dealers, bookselland @rint-makers etc., not to mention other peopleigh authority
who seek after the aforementioned Collegium withl 28d earnestness, and yet are so cheated aastitag by
false brethren that it were better to be silenhttuabring people to mockery and disadvantageeir fhublic
dealings. In order to avert such evil and the nnisfees which spring from it | have resolved to pldéiee oft named
Collegium and its statutes openly before all thelavand right before all eyes in various languages, so
hopefully to prevent these terrible errors. Knoerdfore, brother who lovest God and art, that atingrto the
announcement of the brethren although the incotpdrgathering of all Rosicrucians does not takegla one
particular place, nevertheless a true-hearted, eartd upright man can easily and without greathit® come to
speak with one of the brethren; | say a devoutugr@jht man, but not a gross and high-faluting Fbra gold-
greedy Ardelio, or a worldly-wise Authophilus.

And now thou askest, how shall | come thereuntda@rt unto what lulianus de Campsis says in higlepl$
wandered through many kingdoms, principalities, dim® and provinces; | turned towards the sunrisenrand
evening and finally towards midnight etc." Thesedgowill explain the Collegium clearly enough utihee and it
helps but little if thou wander through all kingdsmnd seaport towns and art not worthy to rec&tualy my
figure, Serpentarius and Cygnus have shewn theedlghirteen years ago to the Holy Spirit and haeotthe
blessed videamini called unto the brethren? Whait ghavail thee if thou comest with unwashed headd a mind
desirous of money? Little can the ringing of th# beblowing of the horn help thee, and even thotlgpu seest the
gates open before thee thou mayest not entethyaradme stands not written there, for thus it igtem: "Come ye
who are worthy. Thou however must be an unworthsigBphilus though thou beest a Christophilus." rEfare
the fraternity shall bethink themselves of Jehoheir leader, rather than give thee a reply. Skalbe moved?
even let us be moved - that is an evil messadbatfshould happen thou shalt certainly either fieCollegium or
if thou art not content with this and wilt climbghier against all will, thou shalt sing the paemitgrenitence) in the
dirt. Therefore hasten slowly. Pray, work and hdp&od pleases by many distinctions of thingslast. Thou
seest that the Collegium hangs in the air, where @itls, he can direct it. It is moveable and imraafle, constant
and inconstant, it relies upon its wings and wheaisl though the brethren call the "venite" witleettrumpets,
lulianus de Campus stands with the sword, and st undergo his examination, wherefore bewarold pass
not the examination and hast a bad conscienceenditidge nor rope shall avail thee. If thou contegh, high
shall be thy fall, and thou must die and spoihe pit of errors and opinions. Follow me, imitdte birds as in my
figure, fly in the free air, go gently. There is peril in delay, but in haste. Let the dove flyrfréhine ark and seek
out the land. If she bring thee an olive brancisire that God has helped thee, and thou shouldistrirhelp the
poor. But if the dove stays away without a sigmtge into thy herb garden and feed thyself mearenlilon the
lovely herb "patientia” (in so far as it has beéamfed in thy garden), but beware, as thou lovyessoul, of the
weed "desperation”, for although lulianus says: W® is not ready today shall be less so tomornetith is to be
applied to presumptuous heads who would breakwrgdom against the laws of God and nature - mayttwvn
dice fall' This | say: walk with a stick, for thamho art not ready today shall be so one day, foatidhe day is
evening, and what is not to be hoped for todayl sledlcome to pass. Do thou only what thou carsstl{a
aforementioned Campanus says) and thou shaltlhs good time released from the flood of ignorance.

There is a building, a great building lacking wimdoand doors, a princely, aye imperial palace,\avieere visible,
but hidden from the eyes of men, adorned withialti& of divine and natural things, the contemplatié which in
theory and practice is granted to every man freghafge and remuneration, but heeded by few be¢hadriilding
appears as bad, little worth, old and well-knowith® mind of the mob who are ever heedless ancessalter
things new; but the building itself is so precioss,delicate, artistic and wonderful in its constien that no wealth,
gold, jewel, money, goods, honour, authority omutagion in the whole world can be named which istode
found in that high reputable palace in high degiteis.itself so strongly fortified by God and ne¢uand preserved
against the onslaught of the ignorant, that evendh all the mines, cannon, battering-rams andgetnd such
recently invented military devices were used agdairal human endeavour and toil would be usetgss$in vain.
This is the Collegium ad S.S. of the RosicruciaatBerhood, this is the royal, nay more than impedace of
which the brethren in their "Fama" make mentiomehreare hidden the inexpressible costly treasaneisriches -
let this be a sufficiently lucid account thereoh @ow many men go unknowing and without understapntiirough
all the rooms, all the secret hidden places ofghiace, unseeing, uncomprehending, worse thainé oian, or as
the saying goes, as a donkey on a bagpipe, bettaisbave not been sufficiently prepared and maaithy. He
who hath ears, let him hear.



It is not possible to speak more clearly, but péssible, and unfortunately more than common tsttthe meaning
of the words. Try it at your peril. | vow to theg the salvation of my soul, that what | write aresdribe here is
from no presumptuous or deceptive intent, but feotrue and well intentioned brotherly heart. Butloog ago |
was taken by a person of rank in an imperial cibpvwad written about the Fraternity in friendlyHem, and was
heard by the judges not without some despite t@rmimn person; and nothing was made of it than of a
philosophical display and a figment of the printeist for the benefit and trouble of bookwormsysa can see
how such societies are discovered and unexpeatiésippear again so that no more is heard of thenlike the
people on the first of April. O uncomprehending mphy tibi tuisque?” thou think that the brethreavé nothing
else to do than to call upon thee with writingssderhing thee and supplicating thee? Nay, if thittunat prepare
thyself and adjust thyself to the signs of favdoeady given, thou hadst better leave it alonereineuse thy senses.
| tell thee in truth, whereas the brotherhood wasedan being and growing, it exists now, and theeesuch a
number of well intentioned "collegari" (members@pf be praised) that they do not need thee ndikéy
calumniants, stay behind the stove lest the hdtitiggl "philosophia” will cudgel thy lofty reasoand thou seest no
more therein than buffoonery, barrel-organ, lowgsoand other such shameful verses, which servetortiing
some money into the booksellers' bag. Neverthelkssd sundry who hitherto have dealt with thetimgs of the
brethren (as they must confess themselves) haferedflittle harm from them, which in no way detsafrom their
innate, intrinsic and essential authority, but leayponly by accident; and in this another bengfitidden than can
be got by a coarse intellect and perception, lgat too far.

As far as the Collegium is concerned, | know noerban this: Look about thee and pray earnestydd and thou
shalt certainly find it. The brethren are neardouhee than thou thinkest, whosoever thou bedstresoever thou
art, good or evil, high or low, poor or rich, neairfar, and yet they are no "ubiquitists" or devdrtists, but
Theosophi. | beg thee for God's and thine own sialva and advantage's sake, only follow, thoutgia regret it,
for thus it is if I may bring the Collegium to ligm a few words to the advantage and profit of ynaming persons,
and beg the same heatrtily they will seek it in \axid they should cease from their quest, for i aee not worthy,
it will not avail them as | have already said, heitblowing the horn, nor ringing the bell, nor kkimg and yelling,
neither writing nor travelling, for thus it must.lddoreover it is not necessary that thou go intemdanger, for it
must be a mean place where no brother has beeim fotlr weeks (consider my wheel in the figure) siaene
brother knows and recognises the thoughts beterttiou canst shew him, therefore only be calrh, glace thy
hope in God, pray unto him without ceasing, heatk&o and read diligently his word and ponder ithip heart.
From my heart | speak: go into thyself, put all labyr things behind thee, contemplate the two okbthgical
works of Thomas a Kempis of 150 years ago, follé&rahem, in them thou hast the whole art so wityrind
beautifully that they are worth setting in silvgold and precious stones, and guarded as thy higkeasure. If thou
canst and doest this thou art more than half adRagan, and soon the "Magnalia macro and microdeeshwill be
found; and | will assure thee that a brother wilbear in person to thee. It seems wonderfully iible, but | beg
thee, as thou lovest thy soul and thy salvatiolipviothe two aforementioned more than costly litilsoks as much
as thou canst, and contemplate besides with diligteidy the "Parergon”, and | assure thee, tholt §ha the Art
and Collegium, and this is the only way, for elseré is no avail to seek the palace, for it isarat yet it is.

Seek not, in vain is all thy toil,

Mark now what | inform thee here,

If thou doest it, and followest my teaching

A brother will soon be with thee.

Write not, thou hast then proved thyself,

With prayer hast been admitted to the school.

CHAPTER 1l
ERGON ET PARERGON FRATERNITATIS TYPICE
(The Work and Secondary Work of the Fraternity tha Figure)

Outline
Now that we, in a true-hearted mind, have madeiptit Collegium, and by means of divine help so fa

demonstrated that hopefully the same may bringaoynthat labour no little profit and advantage,shall now, in
so far as is permitted to us, take the matter éurith hand and reveal faithfully the Axiomata arahGnes breviter



of the above mentioned Rosicrucian Order. But lnetteé well-meaning reader, desirous of art, sttakreow how
to comport himself that instead of proceeding Rhado-staurotosophic manner (as he should) heawagiid
browsing without understanding upon the writindsaad sundry and without discrimination, of theipatetics,
stoics, the Ramists, Lullianists, Paracelcists, whdt more of that ilk, and posing as a monarcthisfliterary
empire (of which such antisophic heads there avepienty to be found); but he will be mindful thhe intention
of the highly laudable fraternity is wholly andafly set - as the writings of the above mentioned ather authors
stand to be mildly (mildly | say) corrected - oriding the concordances against one another andibgrnhem to
the centre of truth in a pansophic globus. In otHat this may be brought about it is imperativet thou first
empty thy heart before God, thy Creator, and aP&il enjoins, examine all thy human dealings, @afig thine
own possessions, and cast out utterly all curshidytie" (love of self), and go with thy thouglitgo thyself, into
the inner man, and contemplate the remaining spdrés’ine goodness: to God thy merciful Fathengimom all
wisdom has her source) call fervently beseechiagyface and support; that he may be helpful toithdee
difficult work which thou hast undertaken, and knthyself too small and weak for it, and bethinketlzes soon as
thou trustest to thine own forces and facultiesittakest a step upon the right pansophical geneaal.

I know now that many who read this my brotherly adition and the recently published "Pandoram" tdld this
against me; thinking to himself: "Thou hast prordibefore in thy ‘Speculo pandoram ante publicataxplain
thoroughly, but all thou dost is to go on singihg bld song about knowing God and thyself." To higive this
answer: "If only thou knewest, dear brother, howchstore the work of the brethren sets not onlyhee as a
philosophus, but on all and every individual hurbaing thou wouldst not take exception to these epetitions;
other words | cannot use unto thee in this, ondy'rarergon’ as thou shalt hear more extensivély of

The Holy Divine Scripture is the fount and fundameifthe fraternity, neither what thou buildest npgbshall ever
fall: yea they shall bring humanity to the sustereaof life, but the Theosophi prefer to hear, aytime soul before
the body. Imprint this firmly on thy mind, elsedh further toil and work in vain, thou shalt loserk and reward if
thou lose God. Consider thine own salvation anthistErgon be acceptable unto thee, and thereifioifowing
"parergi” thou shalt progress the more happilyriderstanding. More | cannot say unto thee of thisf thou
desirest more information concerning this fundanaewt preparatory work, thou shalt find more therieathe
aforementioned little books of Thomas a Kempis tier author in the same book does nothing elséhoh thee to
practise this work rightly and well, and so it ntsgy/ called his golden writing, well and truly a fdamd origin of
the Rhodo-staurotic teaching. Hoc de priori.

Now thou descendent from the heights and betakgsélf among the creatures and Magnalia of Goeteesthy
neighbour. In this is all learned wisdom and phifaisia which hitherto has been practised by manyteds and
right little understood and brought to a happy ¢asion. Is this parergon general or special? Thesmadely it is
practised the better is its effect, and so it dbalspoken of here next. Thou shalt see its thiedthe figure on the
page: His father Sun (which Trismegistus says),idoMoon; he bore the wind in his belly, his nussthe earth.
This is the matter and subject of our philosophgfasur general physiology, which are provided inyet and
occasion not by money. For this thou needest nbimgscap or bag of fortune, nor special art oretthlspeed, but
only time and place. Contemplate my figure propariyg well, the most important thing is hidden tireend it is
impossible to indicate it more clearly. No fatheyul place it more clearly before the eyes of bis than | have
done before thee, wherefore | beg and enjoin tiesé thou desire aught more useful and profitabiénd in this):
let this figure be highly and well recommendedhed, observe it, contemplate it, examine it noedna often, for
there is nothing included in it in vain, but candsen with our open eyes, that thou mayest bokligwe, for | am
not here as a deceiver but as a brother and frieherefore | have not minced my words) but spokemghing
freely, openly and roundly, against the will anddmpinion of many.

Twofold is the matter. One comes from heaven, theroout of the earth. How little and bad dost thppear unto
the children of men, how precious however to hinowhderstands. If thou wilt mark it, | have tolé¢henough,
more | may not say, draw back O Harpocratis, howewsch | should like. If God has helped thee spdaubt not,
though it may go forward but slowly, nature willebthee (but on the bliss of thy soul bethink thed use it not
other than a parergon, otherwise it would be béttethee if thou hadst a millstone round thy nacki wert sunk to
the bottom of the sea) and open unto thee henjareéland treasure house. As far as the OperatidriPaactice is
concerned, because the same are clear and distthdboth old and new, they are repeated withauittte in this
"Methodicum speculum”. Use the figure as an aid, &hether thou straightaway gettest the long dedmesasure
into thine arm and power, so be mindful at all noé this: O Jehova thou gavest, may the praismbethee.



And here we should speak of the Physiologia geisdiralm which the specialis is derived. But becaaisthe
present time on account of dangerous misuse itdvappear inadvisable to bring it into the publiany true-
meaning request with the present figure shouldirélaee, art loving reader, that thou mayest makeitiothe
figure until either conversation by word of mouthather means of further instruction may be giveget Phy:
saeculo! in quos incindimus annos.

CHAPTER IlI
Mirror of Art and Nature - tam Naturantis, quam Matae the Whole Science of the Brotherhood.

Hitherto we have specially treated of the CollegiWfork and Secondary Work (the Ergon and Parergbtije
highly to be praised Rosicrucian Brotherhood. Buttegt the true-hearted Philopansophus may have som
information, and may not complain of the authorssky it seemed good to us to treat of what has béready
mentioned in the foregoing work but not dealt wittdetail. Therefore we shall repeat the mattehis third
chapter as in a short compendiolum. May thou, CdRedesirous of art, give thine attention to tHefeing figure,
because in it are hidden many useful and highlessary things, so shalt thou serve God and thdursitebe able
henceforth to thank the author enough, in so fahas regardest thine advantage and salvationjesirest to
misuse such divine Magnalia. Know however, O GadAg man, friend and brother in Christ, that whahk
author of this little tract, have in good faith eeded herein and uncovered, goes neither agaircshGonature, but
on the contrary is so much favoured of them both &l human efforts were too puny to overturmiall eternity. It
is not just an empty human trifling, or my own fadnvention, but the eternal and only naked ploipgscal truth
itself, which God the almighty creator of all thg'gas implanted in nature from the beginning, ahithvright up
into these our times has been preserved in surlgiigtdoving people in wonderful fashion: the gessttthings
though hidden to the examination and human clewsrneay through the omnipotence of the Creator'digess be
resuscitated in the rational soul as divine sparidflames. When thou apprehendest this arightlikie a mirror,
bethink thee and believe firmly that thou shaliatthe highest point of human knowledge in tHis tiappily, and
wilt have satisfied thy mind so desirous of arte®ign of thine erudition will be a calm and peatebnscience,
contempt of all pride, and self-love (philautog)mpassion on the poor, love of God and thy neighbimatred of
the world, longing for eternal life, and all sudkide virtues; but as long any one of their coupéets is allowed to
remain in thee, thou mayest not think that the Miigophia will take pity on thee and allow thedime to enter her
pleasure garden; as | myself (so that thou mayesivkt) am not yet by any means perfect in my peramd human
frailty and especially the devilish self-love giveg all too much pain and hindrance. But | havihémk God my
merciful Father that through his grace and HolyiSphave climbed so high in my pansophical stedtat | should
not wish to exchange for it great riches and tresssaf this world, and | hope also to be not tadiam the goal
(and | mean with the Ergon, not the parergon, tti@athings of others mean nothing to me) and may gant me
his grace in the future.

In order that | may not keep thee too long, gresi@ader, so in God's name mark my speech, andrienay
thyself that it be no other than if thou wert hagrit from thine own father, for | desire thy haless than my soul.
Pray God the almighty Father of all wisdom, thaghent thee his grace and support herein, that mieyst
progress through God's visible help (for human pawall too slight for this). Fall with me thereéupon thy
knees (mock not) and call to the creator of alglsi setting all human affairs, frivolity and pthss thoughts
behind thee, in the following words:

"Lord Father of all wisdom be gracious unto me ps&ianer, illumine my heart to see thy wonders, ke from
me all human frailty, that | may know thee and lhggnalia in strong faith and true confidence, thaty
understand the sparks of thy goodness which thsubegueathed, and that | may be useful to andrstzaeling
with my neighbour, for the sake of Jesus Christa¢tonly-begotten Son, who together with thee aedthly Ghost
ruleth, liveth and overshadoweth from now into eitgtr Amen. Amen. Amen."

Quod igitur foelix faustumque esse velit

TER - MAX : Mundi MONARCHA.



Here begins auspiciously
THE PANSOPHIA RHODO-STAUROTICA

By God the Almighty established herein from etegruibto the world,
and graciously reserved for the sons of the blegsedration.

Rouse, rouse thine ears

Whosoever hath ears to hear with, let him hear
Whosoever hath eyes to see with, let him see
Whosoever hath a tongue to speak with, let himlspea
And proclaim the almightiness of the All-highest.

"In the beginning was the Word, and the Word waé Wiod, and the Word was God. The same was in the
beginning with God. All things were made by himgdasithout him was not any thing made that was méadaim
was life; and the life was the light of men. Ané tight shineth in darkness; and the darkness celnemded it not."
John 1.

This Word is the first that has been hereunto fedemnity and again shall remain in eternity, withbeginning and
end, no thing before him, no thing after him, hlhggs out of him one and alone. This is the Sumgtiernal, the
perfect triad, sacratissima monas triade ligathénupper sphere: from him is the life, the atigtit and knowledge
of all things in so far as it is granted to mairthiis life to explore, in short this is the highllebsed God Jehova, the
first creator, beginning, fount and origin of aleatures and Magnalia, so as the human being mstyamd think of
him; from him alone come riches, honour, favouthatity, skill, wisdom, health, strength and etéfifa.

Whoever has this has everything in him, for he yehaur God is almighty and an inexhaustible soofal that

is good. Whoever obeyed him before the Fall neegmige in care for wisdom, just as Adam sufferedaic and
was free of doubt; and we his descendents would haen given the same form if the so cursed dbwHtslauti
(which our ancestors called the snares of the dead not come up behind us, and so obscured virediternal
shining of light (alas may God have pity) that frtimse brightly shining flames hardly a few litfearks are left up
to this last time that is coming to an end, wherdgylong awaited rising of the Holy Gospel thaina imparts
bliss, and the revelation of the Son of God shadllfy dispel that darkness, the beams of divinedem shall shine
forth more and more, and hopefully soon kindlelétst fire to consume the godless world and withétstubborn
hearts of those wandering in error and perilougriath, who have often seen the Parergon, and Isecaiuthat
same darkness did not desire to comprehend thinglahthe eternal divine light.

We, however, who now see the grace of God neaarat,lshould open our hearts, and amend our waykfend
receiving the good news with joy, and go towardshitightly shining Sun with a calm conscience dmlights of
God (not thoughts of gold). We, | say, ought tokstbe little spark of divine omnipotence which teeen hidden
for so long, and the Pansophical Concordances widek been concealed for so many hundreds of ypatil
now, with earnestness and Christian zeal, andemain sworn the whole time to slavish human opsiwhich are
for the most part in every respect erroneous. Bkttiiee, dear son, of the nature of our study,lavitl proceed a
little. Go to the universities, academies, gymnasiathersoever thou wilt, thou shalt not find atiglse than
useless and vain quarrelling, unnecessary quedtiotise meaning of this or that Aristotelian, Pfatoor any other
philosopher's texts, many hundreds of disputatowes doubtful things, from which thou wilt come dutowing no
more than before, and rarely shalt thou find a enattally and truly elucidated to its kernel. Therey do not enter
into experience of nature or reasoning of the naind the senses, but for the most part it is whatadhe or that one
says, and that is right and must stay right evengh it drives nature back - may the professorscaators forgive
me, | do not speak of them all but of the majoritijough they would deny that they do it to winipeaBe that as it
may take thou timely advice. | do not forbid Aritéo Hypocrates, Ramus, Paracelsus or such likepitdy where
they err | would not approve, but correct such rewith the light of nature by means of God's hélgrein is to be
found the first beginning of Pansophic wisdomhidu askest, who teaches me such correction? | an$weu

wilt and desirest and follow the advice of good+ted and true people then read this our Pansoptiad
staurotica briefly outlined often and diligently iwh further declares:

God the Almighty, after having, as already statedated in the beginning heaven, earth and altures, set the
same under the dominion of man (as his image)nditg for him as well as for the whole universeitfe
perfection, and so implanted in each and evenytarea hidden divinely working force, by means diieh all



creatures might be sustained in their being artdgir growth. This is called Nature, a rule anddgufior all art, a
handmaid of God and mistress of all human artifieemother of all animals, vegetables and minesalgjght
shining of divine flames.

This Nature is understood by human reason (whidliréctly inspired solely and only by the Creatdoy the spirits
or intelligences will not be communicated heredertain reasons). All the things that Nature omeyaind does
happen and are ordered by four of the same handroaidther four kinds of matter which are andcaléed the
four elements of all things, fire, air, water aradth (concerning the special matter of the skythrdstars we shall
be bounden to no one) out of whose appropriatenmiaind contemporation all things have their searigin or as
long as it pleases God their indefinite continuatizot however to be understood as directly andédiately, as
believed by many hitherto, but through seed andilgrmedium) according to the twelve little chymii¢cts which
constitute no mean prelude to my pansophic stuthies:the four elements give birth out of themszlrg the
stimulus of Nature sperma or seeds which are n&sthe centre of the earth and there elaboratddransformed
by different kinds of adaptations, and this speisrthe Sun, the one perfect triad, the most precioanad triply
bound, in the lower or sublunar sphere, out of Wisiecondarily everything has its origin, in whidhhealth,
strength, wealth, treasures, skill and goods oftthele world are to be found dependent; and thesiBlogia
generalis, which has already been mentioned, tcfatese. He who knows this will soon grasp theigalaria. In
the previous figure it is so plainly and clearly Before the eye that it is impossible to writenitre clearly.

This sperma divides its creatures out in threecpal kingdoms, in animal, vegetable and minenad} i found in
each one although thou and others may read otrerwitie writings of the philosophers, but mark #nerything
which thou hast seen hitherto and contemplated sdogether in thyself as in one centre and imadeauf, for all
things are from one, and all things go to one, wharomes the same "Know thyself", "Know thyselfaly, and so
thou shalt come to pansophic perfection, whicht(tihau mayest be truly informed) proceeds as fadtow

Man is composed or made up of two parts, the \@difainsient body and invisible, imperishable sdbk more the
latter is like to be of glorious, precious and d&inature, the more its perfection is to be reghedehigh and great,
and so we become released from our human naturfailtg, and are reunited blissfully with our Aretype, God
the Almighty, we die away from the evil godless ldand are new-born into the heavenly blessed dkmus This
is the most blissful and best art which human ustdeding may apprehend. Of this Boetius writeis: & great
crime that we do not love the best - and he saydlyi and truly - the best should be the dearexst,this love
should not regard profit or unprofit, furtheraneeharm, win or loss, praise or blame, or spiteamy of these things
(as our Thomas a Kempis says), but what in trutheésoblest and best that must be our dearesthahébor no
other cause than that it is the noblest and bést.bEst, however, is the soul's perfection whighe®about when
we rightly recognise the inner man, and contemgiéesin and impotence, be mindful of God's migigmand
mercy, put behind us all human thoughts, commendirig him all things, obey his will, hallow his nanpray,
praise, call upon and glorify him without ceasimgis is the Ergon, the preliminary work, the gretgad foremost
art and science of not only the brethren of theeRomoss but also of all Christ-loving men. To tlyesof the
worldly-wise it seems slight, but they will find tliruth how glorious and precious this treasurlsch is no
other than the perfect treasure of which St. Ppedks (I Corinthians 13). When the perfect shathepothe partial
shall cease. This perfect is a being that contmascomprises everything in him and in his beinghout which
and outside of whom no true constant being is,hinw all things have their being, for it is the leof all things
and is in himself unchanging, unmoving, and yeinges and moves all things (Acts 13). But the plaotia
imperfect is that which arises from the perfect] anwhich it has its origin and goes forth likeendour and a
shining flowing from the sun or a light, and isrffeed into whatever it may be, and is called creatuienperfect
and among these imperfect things there is nothémfept. And here is to be noted that the createtiafaman has
two spiritual eyes; the right eye can see intorétigrand the left eye can see into time and creaturo recognise
the difference between what is better or less,veimat shall best give the body life and maintaihit is the
Parergon.

Now mark, even as much as the soul (as alreadyionexf) is more glorious than the body, so is theesor Ergon
more glorious than this afterwork the parergon, lamalw and bethink thee, if thou shouldst fail ie first, thou
shalt never come to the latter. Mark also whatdwmar brother a Kempis further says. These two effds human
being may not practise their work together at e time, but when the soul looks into eternityhwtite right eye,
the left eye must refrain from its work and notkaa the creatures, but keep itself as if it wezad but if the left
eye is practising its work looking outward into érand dealing with the creatures then the rightieyéndered in



its contemplation (of man is to be understood) iarits Rhodostaurotosophic experience, above wthiete is
nothing more blissful in the world, namely thus:

Look first with the right eye into eternity, knowo@ thy creator and thyself, beseech him for gracsustenance
and for the forgiveness of thy sins, - this isdine and foremost thing - and keep thy left eye #iritvhile.
Afterwards climb down from the mountain and lookhtihy left eye (but with the right eye maintainiitg
precedence) into time and the creatures. Lookdirdtature at what is possible for it (and thautbanst learn as
well from experience anf by thine own eye as fraodjand error-free writings which have partly and partly
not yet published), then the elements and how tipeyate through it, the sperma, and then the tifesrent
kingdoms of Nature, mineral, vegetable and anianad, then therein finally thyself again, whence thmuntest up
again to God the Almighty, thy Creator, contempatds mercy and remainest thus in the globe olfifru
contemplating with inward pleasure God and histares, yet all the while casting thy left eye nalier than thy
body's needs and thy neighbour's obligations requir

Behold, dear Christian, this is Pansophia Rhodorstiza, this is man's highest perfection in thigld, wherein (as
already stated) all treasure, riches and skilldslén, outside of which and without which theraashing on the
surface of the earth. All theological acumen aridtsplity, all justice of the law, all medical higag, all
mathematical subtlety, all ethical, political, eoaric practice, all metaphysical, logical, rhetokicgammatical
finesse, in sum all that a man may speak and ikinkntained in it, only how and in what way inist necessary
here to paint as it were before the eye and sa affg ill-disposed person the instructions and siccato misuse it
in the forgetting of honour.

But to any one who means well and is Christian, &itd whom the Ergon goes from the heart, | willggimy
sincere advice. Let him not grudge a little mortayt, buy at the booksellers the oft-mentioned litbok of Thomas
a Kempis, read it and re-read it often, and ordelife as humanly possible accordingly, and ifdoes this from his
heart, a brother or such like will soon presentdaih(as was stated in the first chapter) eithewriting or orally to
him with the Parergon. Let him not weary the whilat let him wait in patience, hope and quiet siterPraise be to
God the brotherhood against all expectation goghtity forward, and | do not believe there is agalén Europe
where at least one brother if not more is hiddem,jtds not yet time to cry out and write aboudliiroad on account
of certain motives and causes. But if thou wiltetaky writing aright thou shalt also proceed haplyhie Parergon,
for | have given thee instruction as far as it betsome ; more | cannot do, more | may not do, yegthought me
before | revealed this, and it had never come altaat not a faithful good friend with Christ-loviegrnestness and
zeal held me to it insistently for some time ; #fere take it in truth and goodness and be mirttifat thou has a
little script but a great work before thee. Fottlier information concerning this (for further spigakis forbidden
until a later time) consult the attached figure sé¢ruth cannot be paid for with all the goodshefworld.

To this belongs the figure of the cup.
Herafter the tree of Pansophia.

Resolution to the God-loving and Art-loving Reader.

Behold now, gracious reader, | write to thee littfavhat thou shalt receive in future and of whmett mayest
expect from the Brotherhood, but if thou undersemhdhis then thou understandest more than if Haoist
imagined thou hadst all the writings of the philplsers (without exception) at thy finger-tips.

What wonderful judgements will be made of my wigsn know and understand beforehand, but littlerec

"Let each man write what pleases him, my work isaffected thereby; and whether it is held in highow esteem,
what | have written once | will write again."

Nevertheless | have often been in great dangepastéred on account of my only beloved Pansophiaidow
much | seek thereafter my writings show. Whosoevi#mot be instructed may remain who he is, feemain who
| am ; and let the noble symbol of Theophrastukigbly commended unto thee when he says : Let hinbe
another's who can be his own. Verily, verily, kstbe a brotherly warning unto thee : begin nghhi than thou
trustest to accomplish. | remember the time whitnmlight myself fortunate when | was in high auttyoaind
esteem, but | revoke, | revoke. Nay, nay, | detiieno longer (thus speaks the innocent studiasdscan content



me a while with much less. From youth up | havenbgegnant with greater pansophic thoughts (thaungfil-
wishers say | have dreaming of the devil), andviehirough God's help proceeded not to the end bartg way,
and | trust to serve my neighbour and myself iretiwith this, but that | should boast, be that fanf me, for |
cannot boast of aught save my own weakness andl&dge/of God - and a good wine needs no label nificate

- for it speaks for itself, nor is it necessaryty the pansophical precepts and method far and.\idhou
understandest and art devoted thereunto thou nesatesiuch enjoiner. Why should | not be conteat tthave no
particular gain from this, but what | do, | do tbe sake of the common good and Christian love. Bedrue
Father of all wisdom grant his grace and Holy $pimiough Jesus Christ the true and right Brotli¢h® Cross, and
may he haply continue the reformation which halytobegun. Amen. Amen. Amen.

TIBI NON NOBIS

Bacstrom's Rosicrucian society

This article was first published in théermetic JournaNo 6, 1979.
Back to Rosicrucian texts

Bacstrom's Rosicrucian society

Adam McLean

Dr Sigismund Bacstrom was one of the most imporsahblars of alchemy in the last few centuriesndeictive at
the end of the eighteenth and the beginning ohtheteenth century. Little is known of his life,cept that he was
probably of Scandinavian extraction, and that lensp deal of his early life travelling around therld as a ship's
surgeon. Later he was to settle in London and gattweind him a small circle of contacts (includElgenezar
Sibley and General Rainsford), amongst whom heilgited a number of his own translations of alcheirtiexts
from Latin, German, and French into English. TliEest group of people provided the vehicle for Baxa's
impulse to reconnect people with the ancient wisdéie alchemical tradition, and it seems thatigglly he
sowed the seed for the rebirth of interest in alohéater in the nineteenth century, which develogredugh
Thomas South and his daughter Mary Anne Atwood,latedt Frederick Hockley (1809-85) who seems toehaad
copies in his own library of some of the Bacstrommumscripts. Hockley's scholarship and library wesiin passed
on to Ayton, Westcott and Mathers, and must haegiged some of the material that was worked ineoHlermetic
Order of the Golden Dawn. At much the same timegdhae Blavatsky also had access to Bacstrom material
(particularly Bacstrom's translation of the 'Gold&main of Homer', which she printed in 1891 in tiieosophical
journalLucifer).
Many volumes of his manuscripts are still extard aome are in private hands at present. It wouldfliee greatest
value if some of this material could be made awdldo the public once again.
It is important to realise that at the time wher&eom was collecting and translating alchemicatemal, there
was little available in the outer world. Most oéthreat public collections and libraries only cante existence
later in the nineteenth century. Bacstrom's mdtarid his access to sources was of the greatesringnd he must
have been one of the most knowledgeable men atithatn the alchemical tradition. It may be thatdould not
have achieved this without the aid of certain Resi@ns with which he had definite connections.
On 12th September 1794, Dr Sigismund Bacstrom miiated into a Societas Roseae Crucis by ComtasLae
Chazal, on the island of Mauritius. The Count, therenerable old man of some 96 years, seemed/& ha
recognised in Bacstrom, his greatness as an herstatient, and offered to take him on as a pupiltaach him the
great work, and during this period, Bacstrom wésnadd to perform a transmutation under Chazal'dgquie and
using his substances. Chazal seems to have obtaimed/n alchemical knowledge while he was in Parik740,
and J.W. Hamilton Jones in his editionB#cstrom's Alchemical Antholog$960 Stuart and Watkins, London)
even suggests that his teacher was the Comte @er8iain.
When Bacstrom settled in London, one of his moneartant pupils was the scotsman Alexander Tilldkh,editor
of thePhilosophical Magazinewhich concentrated on papers and articles of eaikntific research.
In 1980 | discovered Tilloch's own copy of his adsion document to Bacstrom's Rosicrucian Society;his
signed by Bacstrom, in the Ferguson Collectionlas@w University Library. | decided to print ttidmission
document in its entirety as it gives a valuabléghsinto the type of organisation and principldsieth Bacstrom



worked within. It is likely, considering the poslEitComte de St Cermain connection, that this wakihd of
Societas Roseae Crucis which was operating thraitghe eighteenth century. There is attached sodbcument
in the Ferguson Collection a further item of Raséian Aphorisms - the Process of creating the Stoheh | will
publish subsequently.

When undertaking research for this article, | smdithat A.E. Waite had in fact already reprintégl locument in
his Real History of the Rosicruciar{$887), as the submission of Bacstrom to joinSbeietas Roseae Crucis of
Chazal, and which is signed by Chazal 1794, howeshece this book of Waite's has been out of gantmany
years, and he does not give any reference as toexyu have decided to go ahead and print thecFillersion
which is an exact copy of that which is found init&a

This initiation document consists of fourteen prsesi or obligations, most of which are quite stridayivard. One
important item is the fourth obligation, which rakng concluding paragraph on the equal rightsarfien in
regard to membership of the Societas Roseae Ciiltisis very important when seen against the hHestb
background. It seems to indicate that the Rosy Oremained a separate stream from the Freemasbit$, was
(and still is) quite strongly patriarchal and woulat allow woman as members. In article 9 theamigndication of
a rather critical attitude towards the establis@édrch of the time. However, the charity of thetbeshood in
curing the sick is curious restricted in obligatibh

Bacstrom translated many volumes of alchemicabteattd one wonders just where he obtained his sonaterial.
Perhaps we have in Bacstrom a direct connectiautiir Chazal and the Comte de St Germain with d@ragng
stream of Rosicrucian mystery wisdom. We shouldetmsee that Bacstrom did not found his littlehalnical
school on his own resources, but that behind hintHas esoteric Order of the Rose Cross which pledihim with
the material and impulse to continue and develeptbhemical science. All students of alchemy @tthentieth
century owe a profound debt of gratitude to theeenswork of this little-known man, Bacstrom, intgaing and
translating alchemical material, and inspiring osh® work with the wisdom he recognised in theiamic
alchemical texts.

In the name of Jehovah Elohim

the true and only God manifested in Trinity

| do hereby promise, in the most sincere and solexanner, faithfully to observe the following arés| during the
whole course of my natural life, to the best of kmpwledge and ability; which articles | hereby domfby oath
and by my proper signature hereunto annexed.

One of the worthy members of the August most an@ad most learned Society, the Investigators ofri®i,
Spiritual and Natural Truth (which Society, moranhwo centuries and a half ago, did separate thlepsfrom
the Freemasons, but were again united in one spimitngst themselves under the denomination ofds&oseae
Crucis Brethren of the Rosy Cross - that is thetiBes that believe in the grand atonement madesbysIChrist on
the Rosy Cross, stained and marked with his bloothe Redemption of Spiritual Nature *) havingubbat me
worthy to be admitted into their august societygimlity of a Practical Member and Brother (onerdegabove a
Member apprentice) and to partake of their subkmawledge, | hereby engage in the most solemn nranne

[* Laying naked at the same time our universal miosmical subject (ChADMH), the best magnet forticwally
attracting and preserving the Universal Fire ofudatin the form of incorporeal spiritual Nitrey fihe regeneration
of matter.]

1. That | will always, to the utmost of my poweonduct myself, as becomes a worthy member, withistytand
piety, and endeavour to Prove myself grateful &oSbciety for so distinguished a favour as | noseiee, during
the whole course of my natural life.

2. 1 will never openly publish that | am a membéthis august Society, nor reveal the name or Parsd such
members as | know at present or may know hereadtexvoid derision, insult or persecution.

3. I solemnly promise that | will never during myale life prostitute, that is publicly reveal, thecret knowledge |
receive at present or may receive at a future Bdrgon the Society or from one of its members, eaen privately,
but will keep our secrets sacred.

4. | do hereby promise that | will instruct, foethenefit of good men, before | depart this lifeg @erson, or two
persons at most, in our secret knowledge, anchiaiind receive such person (or persons) as a Mekppeentice
into our Society, in the same manner as | have begsied and received (in quality of a Practin®@mber and
brother); but such a person only as | believe ttridg worthy and of an upright well meaning miftdameless
conduct, sober life and desirous of knowledge.



And, as there is no distinction of sexes in theits@l world, neither amongst the blessed Angelsamong the
rational immortal spirits of the Human race; andvashave had a Semiramis, Queen of Egypt, a Myriaen,
prophetess, a Peronella, the wife of Flamel, atelyla Leona Constantia, Abbess of Clermont, whe aaually
received as a practical Member and Master intodSmaiety in the year 1796, which women are beligedtave
been all possessors of the Great Work, consequBatilyres Roseae Crucis and members of our Sogjety b
possession, as the possession of this our am st to the most hidden knowledge. And moreoveedsmption
was manifested to mankind by means of a womanBkbgsed Virgin), and as salvation, which is ofnitkly more
value than our whole Art, is granted to the fensaer as well as to the male, our Society does reduda a worthy
woman from being initiated, God himself not havergluded women from partaking of every spiritudicfey in
the next life. We will not hesitate to receive arthg woman into our Society as a member apprenfare] even as
a practical member or master if she does possessarld practically and has herself accomplishedpitpvided she
is found, like Peronella, Flamel's wife, to be splpéous, discreet, prudent, not loquacious, bsémneed, of an
upright mind and blameless conduct, and withallrdes of knowledge.

5. 1 do hereby declare that | intend with the pesiain of God to recommence our Great Work with nmp dlands,
as soon as circumstances, health, opportunityiemedwill permit, that |

first - | may do good therewith as a faithful stesva

second - that | may merit the continued confidembh&h the Society has placed in me in quality pfactical
member.

6. | do further most solemnly promise that (shdudcomplish the Great Work) | will not abuse thieaj power
entrusted to me by appearing great and exalteskeking to appear in a Public character in thedydny hunting
after vain titles of Nobility and vain glory, whidre all fleeting and vain; but will endeavouritela sober and
orderly life as becomes every Christian, thoughpussessed of so great a temporal blessing.

| will devote a considerable part of my abundanué superfluity (Multipliable infinitely) to worksfgrivate
charity, to aged and deeply distressed peoplepdo ghildren, and above all to such as love Godamdiprightly,
and will avoid encouraging laziness and the pradessf public beggars.

7. 1 will communicate every new or useful discovegiating to our Work to the nearest member of®ariety and
hide nothing from him, seeing he cannot, as a wariember, possibly abuse it or prejudice me ther€uythe
other hand, | will hide these secret discoveriemfthe world.

8. 1 do moreover solemnly promise (should | becandaster and possessor) that | will not, on thelarel, assist,
aid, or support with Gold or Silver, any Governmegihg, or Sovereign whatever, except by payin¢gaes, nor,
on the other, any populace, or particular set af,nteenable them to revolt against their Governirlemnill leave
public affairs and arrangements to the Governmé@oal, who will bring about the events foretoldlire
Revelations of St. John, which are fast accompiighi will not interfere with affairs of Government

9. | will neither build churches, chapels, nor hitap and such public charities, as there are dyreasufficient
number of such public buildings and institutiorighey were only properly applied and regulatedill not give a
Salary to a Priest or Churchman as such to makerfone proud and indolent than he is already. dieve a
distressed worthy clergyman, | will consider hintlie light of a Private distressed individual onlyVill give no
charity with the view of making my name known i tvorld, but Will give my alias privately

10. | hereby promise that | will never be ungratéduthe worthy friend and brother who initiateddareceived me,
but respect and Oblige him as far as lies in mygrown the same manner as he has been obligedtag® to his
friend who received him.

11. Should I travel either by sea or by land anétméth any person that may call himself a Brothiethe Rosy
Cross, | will try him whether he can give me a @opxplanation of the universal fire of Nature afidur Magnet
for attracting and manifesting the same under ohen fof a salt, whether he is well acquainted with work, and
whether he knows the universal dissolvent andses (f | find him able to give satisfactory answeraill
acknowledge him as a member and a brother of ocieo Should | find him superior in knowledge and
experience to myself, | Will honour and respect hisra Master above me.

12. If it should please God to Permit me to accashpbur Great Work With my own hands, | will Giveajse and
thanks to God in humble prays: and devote my tiorthé doing and promoting all the good that liemypower
and to the pursuit of true and useful knowledge.

13. 1 do hereby Solemnly promise that | will notearage wickedness and debauchery, thereby offgrigad,
administer the Medicine for the human body, norAbheum Potabile to a patient or patients infecteththe
venereal disease.

14. 1 do promise that | Will never give the fermashimetallic medicine for transmutation, to any Beiéving, no
not a single grain, unless the person is an ietli@nd received Member and Brother of the SocietlyeoRosy
Cross.



To keep faithfully the above articles as | now reeehem from a worthy member of our Society, asdeeived
them himself in the Mauritius, | willingly agree dsign the above with my name and affix my seagh#&same, so
help me God. Amen.

In testimony that | have initiated and receivedxaleder Tilloch Esg. in quality of Practical Memlaerd Brother, a
degree above a Member Apprentice, on account girhigtical knowledge and philosophical acquiremdritave
hereunto set my hand and seal,

Sigismund Bacstrom

M.D. London April 5. 1797.

The Rosie Crucian Prayer to God

There is an interesting Rosicrucian prayer incluidegbhn Heydon The holy guide: leading the way to the wonder
of the world: (a compleat phisitian) teaching thrWledge of all things, past, present, and to covire;of

pleasure, long life, health, youth, blessednessjavne and virtue; and to cure, change and remddjisdases in
young and old. With Rosie Crucian mediciens, whiehverified by a practical examination of prinaglin the

great world, and fitted for the easie understandipigin practice, use and benefit of mean capagitieondon,
printed by T.M. and are to be sold by Thomas Wé&stly at the Globe in Cannor-Street, near LondoneStnd at

all other booksellers shops, 1662

Back to Rosicrucian texts

The Rosie Crucian Prayer to God.

Jesus Mihi Omnia.
Oh Thou everywhere and good of All, whatever | @member, | beseech Thee, that | am but Dust, at\égapour
sprung from Earth, which even the smallest Breathsratter; Thou hast given me a Soul, and Laws¥Yern it; let
that Eternal Rule, which thou didst first appomstvay Man, order me; make me careful to poinhyat3lory in all
my wayes; and where | cannot rightly know Theet tita only my understanding, but my ignorance magdur
thee.
Thou are All that can be perfect; Thy Revelatiothhmade me happy; be not angry, O Divine One, O tBednost
high Creator, if it please thee, suffer these riate&ecrets, Thy Gifts alone, not for my praisd,tbuhy Glory, to
manifest themselves.
| beseech thee most gracious God, they may nahfalthe hands of ignorant envious persons, tlatdcthese
truths to thy disgrace, saying, they are not lawdube published, because what God reveals, is t@ept secret. But
Rosie Crucian Philosophers lay up this Secret thédbosome of God, which | have presumed to msiniearly
and plainly. | beseech the Trinity, it may be peohias | have written it, that the Truth may no noeedarkened
with ambiguous language.
Oh stream thy Self into my Soul, and flow it wittytGrace, thy Illumination, and thy Revelation. Make to
depend on Thee: Thou delightest that Man shouldwadcThee as his King, and not hide what Honey mdWledge
he hath revealed.
| cast my self as an honourer of Thee at thy feetstablish my confidence in Thee, for thou artfthatain of all
bounty, and canst not but be merciful, nor canst tiheceive the humbled Soul that trusts Thee: Asthbse |
cannot be defended by thee, unless | live aftet. tws, keep me, O my Souls Soveraign, in the olnedief thy
Will, and that | wound not my Conscience with viead hiding thy Gifts and Graces bestowed uponfanehis |
know will destroy me within, and make thy lllumiivag Spirit leave me: | am afraid | have alreadyriitély
swerved from the Revelation of that Divine Guidéjah thou hast commanded to direct me to the Tianid; for
this | am a sad Prostrate and Penitent at theofoily Throne; | appeal only to the abundance gfRlemissions.
O my God, my God, | know it is a mysterie beyonel ¥ast Souls apprehension, and therefore deep lerioulylan
to rest in safely.
O thou Being of Beings, cause me to work mysethee, and into the receiving armes of thy pateveicies
throw myself. For outward things | thank thee, andh as | have | give to others, in the name offtiiv@ty freely



and faithfully, without hindering any thing of whaas revealed to me, and experienced to be no kabo
Delusion or Dream, but the Adjectamenta of thyeicBraces; the Mines and deprivation are bothyrhtnds.

In what thou hast given me | am content.

Good God ray thy self into my Soul, give me buearhto please thee, | beg no more then thou Inzesh,gand that
to continue me, uncontemnedly and unpittiedly hones

Save me from the Devil, Lusts, and Men, and fos¢hfond dotages of Mortality, which would weigh domy
Soul to Lowness and Debauchment; let it be my glplanting my self in a Noble height above themoatemn
them.

Take me from my self, and fill me but with thee.

Sum up thy blessings in those two, that | may gbtly good and wise; And these for thy eternal fisigake grant
and make grateful.

Secret Symbols of the Rosicrucians

This 18th century compendium, drew on 17th cenalciiemical sources such as Adrian von Mynsich, with
mystical pieces from Valentin Weigel, and Abrahaon ¥ranckenberg's works on Jacob Boehme. It was an
important and influential source of Rosicrucianasiealbeit filtered thtough an 18th century perspec

Geheime Figuren der Rosenkreuzer, aus dem 16tetted Jahrhundert. Erstes Heft. Aus emem alterpMgam
erstenmal ans Licht gestelit. Altona, 1785. Gedruekl verlegt von J. D. U. Eckhardt. Zweites HAftona, 1788.
Back to Rosicrucian texts

The Teachings of the Rosicrucians
of the 16th and 17th Centuries

or
A Simple ABC Booklet
For Young Students
Practising Daily in the School of the Holy Ghost
Made clear to the eyes by pictorial figures
For the Exercises of the New Year
In the
Natural and Theological Light
by a Brother of the Fraternity of the Rose CrosagiiHP.F.
For the first time made public
and
with several figures of similar content added b$.P.
Altona. Printed and Published by Joh. Ad. Eckha@dbk-Printer to H.M. the King of Denmark.
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The full soul loatheth an honeycomb; but to thedryrsoul every bitter thing is sweet - Proverbs27,
A scorner seeketh wisdom and findeth it not; butidedge is easy unto him that understandeth - Plogvis, 6.
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An anonymous treatise on the Philosophers' stone

If a philosopher you wish to be,
Let only patience dwell in thee.

Where on this globe lives a man so wise,
Who'll ever learn what four ones do comprise,
And even if he'd know all this,

He'd still always be an apprentice.
Therefore, O human, with all thy might,
Recognise God and thyself in God's and naturdis, lig

Both these lights God pours into thee,
That a likeness of him thou mayest be,
He is one fourfold God, let thou be told,
As thou art a piece of clay fourfold.
This maketh nature to thee well known,
With wisdom, light and understanding to thee shibwn.
To nothing can thine eye be blind,
Be it of body or of mind.
Therefore be thankful to thy God,
Who in time this before thee hast brought.



Be thou not jealous of the scoffer's fame,
Do not begrudge every mocker's great name.
With sophisticated vanity they strut,
Unbeknownst to them is what thou'st got.
Be happy with what God to thee gave,
Defy, that four in one they have.
Fiat and Amen, be my treasure,
A fourfold sphere always together.
O Domine quam mirabilia sunt opera tua.

Lord, thine eternal Spirit is in all Things.
Salvator Mundi
Coelum et Terra.
There is never a philosopher who Nature's ultimatérinciple doth not know.

Speculum divinum occultum atque
Natura rerum seu instrumentarum
Igneum philosophorum et
Laboratorium perpetuum
Four fires are floating in this world,
Wherein God holdeth a Center,
That is locked up in four,

Out of which Heaven and Earth were poured
So thou has all in all,
Earth and Heavens in one together,
Look well at it, it is to thy good,
And pondering over, thou wilt not rue it.
Notice Nature in its strength,
Look at its great life-power
From God it, and all things spring
And return to their centers again.
Friend thoughtfully look at this mirror,
See how Nature is revealed,
Always watch the inner center,
Turn the outer spheres around it.



Look well for the golden Magnet. If thou findestlibu wouldest get rid of thy sorrows.
Study well the law 'Know thyself', that thou mayt be deceived any more.
Unum sunt omnia, per quod omnia.

Make known to thee the Terra Sancta, so that thayest not go astray.

Figurative Image of how within this world three Worlds in each other, namely this earth Sun-World, andlao
the Heavenly and the Hellish world have their effeés. And the darkness cannot conquer the light. It lso
shows that the land of the dead, the entrance to Her superficial darkness, where there is wailingand
gnashing of teeth, as well as the land of the livin the heavenly paradise or third heaven are fromhis world.
And that the human being has all these things in kiheart; heaven and hell, light and darkness, lifand

death.
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Entranqs to Dcath,

LADTRAIW

The outer and inner Mind
Without God's light you cannot find
Only the Spirit alone knows
Reason in flesh is blind.

I. GOD
God is free everywhere
Within and without all Creature
Time measure of Nature
The Angel with six wings.
Il. FATHER.

God is the Alpha and Omega
The Beginning and the End
Time measure of the Law

Lion with six wings.
Ill. SON.
God is the first and the last.
Time of the Evangelium
Ox with six wings.
IV. HOLY GHOST.
And there is no God
But the one God

OTHMSAX



Time of fulfillment
Eagle with six wings.
The way of life is above to the wise, so that ybursthe hell beneath. Prov. 15, 24.

The Tree of Good and Evil Knowledge

There is one tree bearing two kinds of fruits niasne is the tree of the knowledge of good and Ewde its name,
are its fruits: namely, good and bad fruits of hfed death, of love and hate, of light and darknElis tree was put
before Adam, and even if he had in his innocenedilierty to look upon it as a tree of God's wosd&od's
prohibition did not allow him to place his desirei and eat of it, but threatened that (if he wbdid so) he would
die from its fruit. For this was a tree of divisiatere good and evil battled with each other: b battle there can
be no life: For battle brings forth destructiongdatestruction brings forth death, life lives in theeet unity of love.
Therefore, when Adam ate from this tree, a battetesd within him, and in this battle he lost lifs.
Nevertheless wretched men will not learn througthdall and damage. His desire is still for thaetand its fruits.
Man is always desirous to have the division of fadithings, and man is always battling, when held@eturn to
the unity of simplicity, if he only would come irepce. Life's light stands in the middle to point tmumen the way
to this first rest, and the Father in the heavénhés Sun rise over good and evil: But everytlgngws after its own
fashion, and man is only too apt to look upon tiaessof the manyfoldness, and in his own discretiorthoose

them for his ladders, though they make him stragpyrtames from the true light, and detain him in tierlpool of

uncertainty. This whirlpool of uncertainty leadsn@@and more out of the innermost face of the Stotime outer

(world) and can find neither end nor place of rastess it leads from the outer (world) back agaid seeks the
beginning, from which all the smaller star-lightiginated.




There is also among 7 stars, hardly one turningaifs inward to direct the searching mind to Bétbta, and
amongst 7 eyes winding around the whirlpool of sleiaig desire is hardly one which stands towardsStdgbath in
the innermost; but the restless movement of th&iwgrdays move them through all spheres, and etbiey take a
look at God's wonders, they only look upon theaafand every eye looks upon that which is showugh its
own desire. God made man to live in an eternal 8blhe should not work, but let God work in hira,dhould not
take with his own hands, but only receive what Gestowed plentifully upon His mercy. But man I&i tSabbath,
and wanted to work himself, raised his hand agaimestaw to take in his own desire what he showoldhave taken.
Therefore, God let him fall, and since he had despthe quiet, he had to feel painfully the restless. In such
restlessness of life all children of man still exdeheir hands, trying to grasp their pleasuresl Asiis their
understanding and will, so is their grasping. Sgnaesp for the good, some grasp for the evil. Soraspfor the
fruit, some only for the leaves, some for a brawith fruits and leaves on it. And they derive plg&sfrom the
things they have grasped, these poor fools dommivkhat all their pain and labor had only beerwaisim
particulare. They grasp for pieces, where theyaobkain the whole. They seek for quiet and cafindtit; for

they look from the outside into the restlessness@fement, which dwells in the inner solitude & thner Centri,
and though one may grasp more than the othersiillipiece-work. At times there may be one amofgsands
coming near the secret and it grasps the whole stehe tree at that point where all the dividedrwhes return to
unity. But even this hand is still far from the teof the tree, only grasping and holding the dd€ooen the outside
and cannot yet see it from the inside. For the obdiis tree is understood only by the eye of wisdstanding in
the Centro of all spheres. These roots go fronvigible world of mingled good and evil, into thehgpe of the
invisible world. This eye looks with the greatesaipe upon the wonders of all movements and alds liimough
all the other eyes, wandering about outside ofélsein the unrest, all those eyes which want éofesethemselves
without the right eye of wisdom, from which thewbkaeceived all their seeing-power. This eye cavemll
spirits, how intelligent, pure and acute they benderstands the sources of good and evil. Pkfiore it is light
and darkness. It understands time and eternitjgleiand invisible, present and future things, ldgir&and heavenly
things, things of the body and things of the spiniigh and deep, outwardliness and inwardlinessl Aevertheless,
none of these things are disturbed by it, for yeleves in the Centro of peace, where everythtagds in equality
outside of any strife, and whatever it sees it ssss. For in the Centro of its peace is its kitiylgne, everything
being subject to it. Therefore, dear man! If thaaulgst return to right understanding and right peaease from
thy works and let God alone work in thee, so thataye of wisdom will open in thine own self andulwilt attain
a studio particulari ad universale and One find All

| am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning aneéide saith the Lord,
God liveth in a Light, since no one can come to Himnear Him.

This is the Omega, which has caused so many
evil days and restless nights.



This is the trifling matter over which so many
hundreds of people moaned in vain.
Vi

Notice here the eternal end without beginningeteznal
revolution and circle, in eternal love, willpowerdacentro,

You will see in this the eternal nature in its seve
apparitions, revealing itself in the centro of gternal
Bottomless depth since eternity began.

The Centrum of the eternal bottomless depth ot lagtd
darkness is in the infinite inexpressible width aegth everywhere.
Therefore is said: The light inhabits the darkreass the
darkness cannot grasp it.

An eternal holy fire -
An infinite God sent flame -
A heavenly secret -
The great indescribable spirit of fire, inexplomaii eternity.
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Harmonious Conception of the Light of Nature.

From which you can deduce the restoration and renation of all things
emblematic.

The art is just, true and certain to the

Man who fears God and is assiduous,
And behaves rightly towards all natures.
The art makes him a lord, not a servant.
Do not make haste, stay on the right track,
So thou wilt have much profit and much joy.
If God grants many things in thy life,

Give plentifully to the poor,

Be faithful and silent about the art,

For this surely is God's will,

Keep truth and faith, think of me,

So thou wilt be free from all evil.



Mons Philosophorum.

The soul of men everywhere was lost through adalli the health of the body suffered through a &dlvation
came to the human soul through lehova, Jesus Chhistbodily health is brought back through a thiog good to
look at. It is hidden in this painting, the high&siasure in this world, in which is the highestdm@e and the
greatest parts of the riches of nature, given toyuthe Lord lehova. It is called Pator Metallorumgll known to the
philosopher sitting in front of the mountain-cagasy to obtain for anybody. But the sophists itir thephistic garb,
tapping on the walls, recognise him not. At thériig to be seen Lepus, representing the art ahigtey,
marvellously white, the secrets of which with firbeat are being explored. To the left one carireety what the
right Clavis artis is; one cannot be too subtldititlike a hen hatching a chicken. In the midsthe mountain,
before the door stands a courageous Lion in afiritte, whose noble blood the monster-dragon isgyt shed;
throwing him into a deep grave, out of it comedHa black raven, then called lanua artis, ouhaf tomes Aquila
alba. Even the crystal refined in the furnace gilickly show you on inspection Servum fugitivumyander-child
to many artists. The one effecting this all is Bipium laboris. On the right hand in the barrel &o¢ and Luna, the
intelligence of the firmament. The Senior planté iRad. Rubeam and albam. Now you proceed witlstamty and
Arbor artis appears to you, with its blossoms it@mces now Lapidem Philosophorum. Over all, tloavarof the
glory, ruling over all treasures.

Be diligent, peaceful, constant and pious, pray @@d may help thee. And if thou attain, never &rtlpe poor.
Then thou wilt praise God with the legion of theyals, now and forever.



Mercy - Choice

Light, strength, joy in the recognition of God'stve and hymn of F;Faise.
Darkness, evil-doing, fear in Godlessness, sinvérel
Come ye to the Mercy-Seat. Go ye to the pit of fire

Mars: Fear, heat, therein consists the sensibilities.

Mercury: Bitter, drawing and moving out of the harsh gyahthich causes a sting within, and remains in that
spirit, the existence of mobility.

Saturn: Harsh, hard, cold, severe, sharp, sour, inclioeddeness and earthliness, its desire consistsf dlese
qualities.

Sun: Fire or life, half in darkness, half in light,tise setting alight and the goal of separation.

Moon: The being, made of of the forenemaed six spiriguellities, in which they lie bodily and in readéseas in
their coffer.

Jupiter: Is the power from the life of light, in it is filled God's word of the cognition, sound, call dade.
Venus: Light, love, fire, which burns in the oil of Mercin which consists the heavenly life.



The first and dark Principium. God the Father, being called a consuming fire.
The other Principium of light, being God's Son, isone with the eternal world of light.
The Principium of the fire belongs to the world ofthe four elements, being an offspring of the firstwo, and is
the third principle.

Whenever the first three qualities of the firstidBrincipii gain the upper hand, then the otheesti@d up around

their Centro and all seven are evil. Then Satustaisds for avarice, Mercurius for envy, Mars foathir Sol for

vanity, Venus for lewdness, Jupiter for cunning &oda for bodily desire, which are the seven epitits ruling

within the old human being.

But when the three in the Principio of light hatie tipper hand and are born out of the dark Cestrthat they are
in accordance with their innermost depths of ligitjch is the new birth in man, all seven are gaot] then
Saturnius stands for compassion, Mercurius forglgimod, Mars for gentleness, Sol for humility, Vetor
chastity, Jupiter for wisdom, and Luna for Chrifiesh or body.

The Hermetic Philosophy

| attract all those seeking God and the truth; ¢hedene will find the art.
| am the Magnet-Stone of divine love; attracting ton-hard men on the road to the truth.



| am the moisture which preserves everything imreaand makes it live, | pass from the upper tdahesr planes; |
am the heavenly dew and the fat of the land; | taerfiery water and the watery fire; nothing maelivithout me in
time; | am close to all things yea; in and throadjithings, nevertheless unknown.
Nevertheless | only am in the grasp of the Philbsog.
| unfold and fold up again,
Bringing contentment to the artists,
Without me thou canst do nothing
Furthering any of your affairs.
Therefore fear God, pray and work in patiencepii §ind me your want would cease and you have a@ifoéGod
who befriendeth thee and giveth thee whatever daythmay desire.

This moisture must be caught lest it should changevapour or fume.
The two vapours are the roots of the art.
The Prima Materia derives its existence from ttat,Ehe Word of creation. And this Word comes fritva Father
who is the creator of all things, and the Spirttiades from both: This is God's life giving air.€rh too, air brings to
life everything within the elements. The fire waraikthings, the water refreshes, delights andraéga all things:



And the nitrous earth, Mother-like, nourishes amstains all things; the air was born out of finedan turn makes
the fire burn, that it may live, but air in the fioiof water is food for the fire, and the fire buint® this element:
Water and dew of the ground, the greasy fat dethefiround, the earth as keeper of nitrous saltisioes it. For
the womb of the earth is the sulphuric nitrous saltature, the one good thing God has createkisrvisible world.
The same Salt-Mother of the elements is the nifralusninous and spiritual gumosic water, Salt eartbrystal,
which has Nature in its womb, a Son of the Sun,abdwughter of the Moon. It is a Hermaphrodite nbaut of the
wind, a phoenix living in fire, a pelican, revivimgs dear young ones with its blood; the youngusadrowned in
the water, whose nurse is the earth, whose Mosttiei wind, whose Father is the fire, the waterclaeetaker and
drink, one stone and no stone, one water and nerwatvertheless a stone of living power and awtiving
might; a sulphur, a mercury, a salt, hidden deegaiare, and which no fool has ever known nor seen.

Maier - Laws of the Fraternity of the Rosy
Cross

Themis Aurea. The Laws of the Fraternity of thei&k@sosse. Written in Latin by Count Michael Maigrdnd now
in English for the Information of those who sedkrathe knowledge of that Honourable and mysterigasiety of
wise and renowned Philosophersondon, Printed for N. Brooke at the Angel in Calinli656.

Back to Rosicrucian texts

Chapter 1.

That all laws which bear the title of Themis, oughto respect their profit for whom they were made.
As laws do differ not only in their institutionsuttheir acceptance; so, if not tyrannically imphstey Centre in
the public good; for if by them humane society aimained, Justice executed, virtue favoured, abrtb man may
fear the insolency and oppression of another, we ¢naclude that they profit and advance a Commolitveé
every man duly receives whatever belongs to himhdik no cause of commencing a suit with any, @otaplain,
much less to engage in a war; but on the contedir{as in the golden age) shall enjoy peace andgarity, but the
laws defend this justice by which only peace iald&thed, contention ended, Themis worshipped Jastty, all
things in a flourishing state and condition. Whetieepoets advisedly feigned Themis to be the dmugl heaven
and earth, to be the sister of Saturn, and audtpder, and have done her very much honour, alethreted her
fame, because she so constantly administered dufsticequity and upright dealing were by her engg;, and all
virtues which might render men either acceptablfi¢ogods, or serviceable to each other, were tntilwaced. She
therefore taught them to live justly and contenteti shun violence, injuries and robbery; thaythkould ask
nothing of the gods (as Festus observes) but vitwatld favour of honesty and religion, or otherwtisat their
prayers would have no good issue. She furthernaicetlsat the great God did look down upon the eantid view
the actions of men whether good or evil; and tleaséwverely punished the wicked for their iniquitytweternal
punishment; that he rewarded the good for the@grity with a life which shall neither end nor dgca
Others were of an opinion that this Themis wasoplpetess amongst the Grecians, and did foretelf siuld
happen, by which endowment she got great authaityhat they esteemed her an enthusiastess, anghtithat
she had familiarity with spirits, may even with theddess themselves, from whom she sprung anddraatiginal;
to whom also after her decease she was suppo$edéaeturned, where they have enlarged her Cornumniss
relation to mankind. When she was accounted the@gslof justice, by her King's held their dominicstse
instructed them in their duties to their subjeats] made the rude multitude pay due homage anddidj to their
lawful Princes. She laid the foundations of magisgrand built an orderly structure of politics; fehich cause she
was in so high estimation amongst the heathensthtbg supposed the world by her divinity to be elgrand
supported. They erected temples to her, and itestitdivine rites and ceremonies in honour of hée first that
was dedicated to her was in Boetia near to the @ephissus, at which after the flood Ducalion Biydrha are said
to have arrived; where they inquired of the oralotey mankind which had perished in the deluge, régfain be
restored, as Ovid Liber primo.
O Themis, show what art it is that repairs,
Lost mankind, vouchsafed to help our sunk affairs.
This also was allegorically spoken concerning ooeris, that she being very prudent and more beshthtidéin all
her contemporaries, was beloved of Jupiter; bet aftuch sollicitation he was repulsed, and allrcaarse broken
off till at length she was surprised in Macedomiad forced to be espoused to him, by whom she vhschild,



and brought forth three daughters; Equity, Justioe, Peace. She is reported to have had by the Bgiter a son
named Medius Fidius or the righteous, being faithsrdian; wherefore an oath sworn by his namesaased and
unalterable: and this solemnity the Roman patridtallenged to themselves as their due, becausessiheld an
execrable thing for an ingenious man to be forerawo
Although we are confident that there was never uperface of the earth any such Themis, who afiesaltation
returned that oracle; much less that she was atmusinto heaven, as the heathens ignorantly iredgiyet we
confess that the true idea of Justice, or an usaterotion of virtue may herein (though occultlg) insinuated; for
out of her springs good laws, and not as some thinlof Vice, which is only a thing accidental.
This equity keeps kingdoms in safety, Commonweatits cities in order, and lastly, improves smadjibrings to
a great height and degree of perfection.
This equity is that rule by which men ought to featheir words and actions. Polycletus a famousiatgitmade a
book in which was proportionably expressed to iflgedach member in man's body, and he called thett@rn by
which other artificers might examine and provertipétces. Such rules indeed there are in all axdssaiences
named axioms, which by deduction of things fromirthanciples do rightly conclude.
This equity doth so poise all our manners and astthat they are not swayed to injustice and wioksd, whereby
very many inconveniences are eschewed which happdit lead us away: for as luxury and riot aredhases of
diseases, so injustice hath annexed to it as apanable companion loss and punishment: and ocothteary, as
health renders men most happy, not only becautisetff but as it is big with other benefits: sothyis equity,
wholesome laws are enacted to the great comforadwdntage of mankind. But because this is so tbeavery
rational man, in vain are words spent to demoresitat
Chapter II.

Those laws which the founder of this Fraternity precribed to the R. C. are all good and just.
As no rational man can deny the absolute neceskggod laws; so it is most fit that such laws dtcave their
due praise and commendations; that the sluggasbhenight be pricked on to virtue, and the diligenght have
his deserved reward.
Seeing therefore that these positions or laws,daigin by the father of the honourable Fraternigyworthy of
special view, we shall truly according to theirurat and the advantages men may receive from t@eonyn them
with due commendations, counting them not only ipdf acceptance, but an Encomium.
First it is most reasonable that every societylile good, should be governed by good laws; ifretlse, by bad:
but that this society is good and lawful, we do ol suppose, but may gather from particular eiistances to
which their positions are agreeable.
Something may be said concerning their number aftéch hath very much of perfection in it; so tktz society
by an abundance of laws is not in confusion, nobyethe paucity and fewness tied up from all ltpe¥When there
are multitudes and great diversity of laws, we mpebably conjecture that there will happen mangnes and
enormities; for he that slighteth the straight paftiNature and reason, will certainly be misleaimany windings
and labyrinths before he comes to his journeys Eran these inconveniences our laws are free, Bsnaguality
as number; they are voluntary, and such to whomnajl easily assent as most rational.
They follow in their order.
1. That every one of them who shall travel, musfgss medicine and cure gratis.
2. That none of them, notwithstanding their beifithe fraternity, shall be enjoyned one habit; fmaty suit
themselves to the custom and mode of those coaritriehich they reside.
3. That each brother of the Fraternity shall ewsrgr upon the day C. make his appearance in tice plathe Holy
spirit, are else signify by letters the true caofhkis absence.
4. That every brother shall chose a fit personethiis successor after his decease.
5. That the world R.C. shall be their seal, chamar cognisance.
6. That this Fraternity shall be concealed an heshgears.
The brethren are solemnly sworn and strictly enddgesach other, to keep and observe these consliéind
articles; in all which we find nothing either prdjaial to themselves, or hurtful and injurious thers; but that they
have an excellent scope and intention, which igtbey of God and the good of their neighbour. Walkfurther
prosecute these things, and by running through sesieral causes and circumstances, give any greater light
into them.
In the first place, as touching the first authothese laws, it will be worthy our consideratioret@amine whether
he had power and authority to make such laws foskif and others, and of requiring obedience tbethen who
was the author? And while his name hath been halwemcealed?



It is most certain that a Prince who is as it wehead to his subjects that are his membersintéed a thing
unquestionable, but that he hath full power of mglkind ratifying of laws: for chiefly it belongs ttee Emperor,
then to each King, because they have right to goveastly it concerns any Princes or Civil magitsa

But laws that are brought in by inferiours, extemlly to those that have a particular relation tnthneither are
they long lived, nor do they excuse from the lafvsuperiours, being only obligations which respgéug, place,
the person and subject.

Amongst the ancients those men who were of bestedpr their wisdom, learning, authority, sincgriand of
greatest experiences, might set up laws in anyocityation. Thus we see that Moses was made reguathchieftain
amongst the Hebrews, and amongst the heatherrsh&afi-givers were called Zephyrians: after theaericus in
imitation of the Spartans and Cretians (who weceigfint to have received ancient laws from Minos)tesevere
laws, and found out suitable punishment; he ldésuwhereby men might try their actions, so thatyrafterwards
were frighted into good manners; for before himdamere not written, but the sentence and stateeofause lay in
the judge's breast.

Afterwards the Athenians received laws from Draed Solon; upon which they proceeded in all coufts o
Judicature, from whom the Romans who lived afterlibilding of the City three hundred years, hadr thevs of
the twelve tables published by the Decemviri arbéhin process of time being enlarged by Romanstratgs and
the Caesars, became our civil law which at thigtisnused amongst us.

Other nations also had their respective lawgives£gypt had priests, and Isis, who were taugiMéncury and
Vulcan. (These were golden laws, and such as omaidtirth to the fire.) Babylon had the Caldedetsia had
magicians, India had Brachmans, Ethiopia had the@gophists; amongst the Bactrians was Zamolsishgst
the Corinthians was Fido, amongst the Nilesiansiippodamus, amongst the Carthaginians was Chay demstty
amongst the Britons and French the Druids.

From what have already been said there may bergatiieus much, viz. that any one hath liberty oisypanions
complying and faithfully engaging) to prescribe tatw himself and them, especially if such lawsfatmded upon
reason and equity; for (as the comedian has it)hgstche good ought to be transacted just and hdniags; but as
the combination of the wicked is unlawful, so drese bands that oblige them damnable, whose tndsficelity
are but true cheats and sure deceits; their cahstaut obstinacy, their oaths cursings their rutesthods of
villany, their laws are commands to wickedness.

Our author indeed was a private man, and no matgstout in his particular relation he was investétth much
authority, whereby he might oblige and bind othbespoth Lord and Father of the society, and ttst &uthor and
founder of this golden medicine and philosophiadko. If any one shall attempt to usurp jurisdict@ver against
their wills and consent, he shall find his Labaube in vain; for he must needs suppose them te aarejudice
against such designs, since he plays the bishapdther's Diocesse: but certainly the case isrdiftehere, because
by a fair resignation they devoted themselves scchimmand.

Surely for confirmation we may take notice of thed; they have been kept and observed for many, ageshis
doth not a little strengthen the first authorityr ff you prescribe laws to any who were not urgleh before, and
such laws continue a long season unviolated, itfallow that those laws being just and good matyeredure; for
that nothing hinders, but that this private ledispower many be in force, being neither conttaripivine or civil
statutes, the laws of nature, any positive lawgustom of nations.

To some it may seem a strange thing that our asthame should not be known; to which we answer.

Our father indeed hath lain hid as being long sitead, and his brethren although they live andrrétierecord and
memory his sacred name; yet because of some sextateighty causes, are not willing to have his@mamperson
known. Besides they have a continual successiomgandalogy from him to themselves; and they reckive
afterwards a lamp from a known confederate anctaglie of their fraternity; they can read the adtsrswul in his
books, view the true feature in the picture, Judligihe truth of the cause by the effect; whoseoasticonfirm their
goodness and sincerity; their hands are set wigls,es0 that their belief goes beyond their sighene other men
foolishly and ignorantly think incredible and vathey know how to be real and possible.

Shall we deny that those men who were chosen dedteé to be of the fraternity, were unacquaintéth wur
author? Surely they were most intimate and familidh him, and performed with alacrity whateverdemmanded
or enjoined them.

To those indeed to whom the knowledge of him waberefit, he was not, neither was it necessaryhthathould
be known, unless such persons over curious priechiiatters which concern them not, for as it bedomat to us to
have intelligence what designs are in agitatiomiwithe walls of Troy, or who in India doth admieisjustice or
give laws; so likewise ought they not to intermeddith this author and his brethren altogether omkmto them. If
we behold smoke breathing out of an House, we ptiyseoncluded that there is fire within. And whyoaild not
we although the father and the fraternity havebsan seen by outward eye, yet because of theirsybikthe eye



of our minds discern and satisfy ourselves conogrtiem? We can pass a judgement upon a tree isuthe
although the fruit be plucked off; it suffices teetknowledge of a man if we hear him speak: wh&uzates spake
thus to a young virtuous man, but one that helgobice; speak (said he) that | may hear thee. Altkogvers
himself by his Barking, a Nightingale by her sweleanting notes; and we judge of all other thingseding to
their actings. And why then cannot we distingutsis bur author from cheats by his positions ands|aince it is
the others whole design to delude? They make datmed tricks; that which would be irksome to anet, they take
pleasure in, and make a sport of dangers and hazard
Our author is nameless, but yet worthy of crediknown to the vulgar, but well known to his ownistg. And
some may ask the reason of his concealment. We kmatvthe ancient philosophers counted themselappyhin a
private life; and wily may not moderns enjoy thensaprivilege, since necessity may put these mooa ifthan
them? The world is now more burdened with wickedraaxl impieties: indeed the whole creation agitvdid from
God was exceedingly good, but man's fall have bibagurse upon the creatures. Polidorus had rest be
credulous, could he have foreseen his fate; by e/k@ample others have got wisdom, they dare nodstnt
themselves with the rude multitude, but secretlyvitbhdraw themselves; for commonly an handsome dppity
makes a thief; and he that exposes his treasumsaipigh hill to all means eyes, invites robbsten called
Homines have both their name and nature ab hummm tine earth, which sometimes been parched witle et
heat opens; sometimes seems to be drowned wittsjaehich depend upon the Sun, wind, showers, reithigiem
either yielding no influence at all, or exceedingheir operations. Even so the mind of man isahetiys in the
same condition; sometimes it enlarges itself inetousness, sometimes Vice is more pleasing tbats virtue, and
plundering is preferred before honesty and jusieg.l would not be thought to include all men lstcensure; for
we intend only those who having neither reasorlgarning, to differ very little from the brute béss
Wherefore the father of this fraternity was notsach careful of concealing himself in respect afdwn interest;
but herein he wisely consulted the good and welfétds successors and the whole fraternity. Skalesteem him
a wise man who is not wise for himself? So thas#pus, Anaxarchus and many others do worthily bHesir
disgraces. Everyone by dangerous achievementsaliie exploits can get renown; and some have greawrotis
by notorious and execrable villanies; as Herostratho fired the great temple of Diana: but this author and his
successors conceal themselves, very well knowireg wisting, honour and popularity carries in thieofat; not
that they hate or scorn human society, but that thay as it were at a distance behold the enorsnitienen, being
only spectators and not actors. Democritus is tegddo have put out his eyes that he might notlseeanity and
emptiness of the world in respect of goodness @maey and its fullness of deceit, luxury and ait&: but our
author and his successors have taken a very wigseto conceal themselves: no man that would lgxset an
object, will fix both his eyes upon it; neither lxdl wise man put himself into the hands of eitherddry or Mars,
they being patrons of thieves and robbers; neitliéhe entrust himself with Jupiter or Apollo sithat the one is
armed with thunderbolts, the other with arrowswich the unfortunate Hyacinthus perished, and was
metamorphosed into a flower bearing his name.
Chapter llI.
Concerning the general intent and effect of thesas with the particular circumstances of place, tire,
means, and the end.

We have already at large discoursed of the makee#itient cause of these laws; now we shall tofdheir
effects and circumstances.
That is probably termed an effect which in all gisiagrees with its cause: so that if our author amsapright man,
these laws which flow from him shall likewise beodoit being a very rare thing to see a virtuodspfng
degenerate from their parents and ancestors.
It is evident enough that these laws do answer thigintion, by that order and firm knot of friemils which yet
continues amongst that Honourable Society; foedflson, Nature, and truth, had not justified thescpedings,
doubtless they had long since been ruined and tomething. Many indeed aim well, but yet hit nio¢ tmark; and
we know that a sudden storm crosses the endeandutesire of the mariner in arriving at his safedm even so
he that sets himself to any noble exploit, shallfblocks in his way; and if he goes through wilGiod should
have due thanks by whose Providence and blessingtais so happy an issue.
Hitherto these brethren have not repented of ttaidition, neither will they ever, being servamtdhe king of
kings, all the fruits of their labours they ded&#d him. Religion with them is in greater estebantany thing in
the world; as well in the book of Nature as thetteri word they read and study God's omnipotensyptovidence
and his mercy; they account it their duty to hedd eelieve the poor and oppressed; and surely acibns become
Christians; so unworthy a thing it is that heathend Turks should out-stripe us in them!
It is not necessary that any should know their g@laicmeeting, but they whom it properly concerng &ve sure that
it is not in Utopia, or amongst the Tartars, buthgnce in the middle of Germany; for Europe setemesemble a



virgin, and Germany to be her belly; it is not detaat a virgin should discover herself, lest sdtber be
accounted a strumpet than a Virgin: let it sufficat we know her not to be barren; to have conckiyea and
brought forth this happy Fraternity: although hisra virgin womb, yet she have teemed with mang ead
unknown arts and sciences. We mean Germany whigtesent flourishes and abounds with roses amd lili
growing in philosophical gardens where no rude hzardcrop or spoil them.
The Hesperian nymphs have their abode here Aeglesttisa and Hespretusa, with their golden boughsthey
again become a prey to Hercules, are here seddesd.are Geryons vast bulls in fair and safe pasnaither
Cacus, nor any malicious person can steal or pateséitem. Who can deny that the golden fleeceris, lne the
princely garden of Mars and Aeta who is feignetdéahe son of Phoebus and Phaeton's brother? Hefedthe
sheep and oxen of the Sun called Pecudes, whedeeived the word Pecunia, money, the Queen ofvirid.
It would be to no purpose to speak of the meanstigh these things have been deduced from thetrdisthor;
since that the brethren in their book entitleditfr@ime and Confession, and in other writing haverge declared
them. He brought them first from Arabia into Germduis native country, and then designed to makthep
Fraternity; and these made the first part of thekbealled M of which there is so much mention ieitiFama;
which was afterwards translated out of Arabic ibédin; out of which book M they learned many myisyand in
it as in a glass they clearly saw the anatomy dad of the universe: and doubtless shortly thelietithe book M
come abroad into the world, that those who couer &howledge may receive satisfaction: nay | aberiitly
believe that happy day to be at hand; so we maygjud the Lion by his paw; far as the ebbings dmifigs of the
Sea (as Basil Valentine reports) doth carry muchltiveéo diverse kingdoms; so these secrets comitagpublic
view, having much in them of the worlds harmonyraach admired by Pythagoras, may yield us no lesft and
content.
Neither hath it been ever known that two have sgemuch alike as this to the M yes this F is thadither must
we expect another M.
The end for which these laws were made was the aomgood and benefit which partly belongs to theéHyem
themselves, and partly respects others, eithdreiin ininds or bodies to the furnishing of that vktiowledge, and
to the remedying of the diseases of the otherthiey being ambitious to profit and advantage othease taken a
course suitable to their intentions.
But if any shall object and say that they haveawstsulted their own safety, these things will coafas also that
they have endeavoured the good and welfare of ather
In this case the scales hang very even, inclingithar to the one nor other, and the first Unitggsiivalent to the
fifth, or second and third linked together; evengdas the proverb hath it) will christen his ovnila first; and
rivers (as the wise man speaks) stream not owtssrthe fountain is full; he gives best, that gs@$o one that he
may give oftentimes.
But when were these laws first promulgated, you teayn out of the Fama by chance about the yea3!lfihe
was born in the year 1378 and travelled at 16 yebage, he was out six years, and returned atrbdeof eight but
expected five years before he brought his busitteasy end, and gave his laws: but these thingsaginer
conjectural than certain, in regard that we waathistory in which they are distinctly set down.
Chapter IV.

Of the first Law and the excellency of Medicine abee all other Arts to which the Brethren are devoted
We are now come to treat more particularly of elamlv, and we will begin with the first, viz.
That whoever of them shall travel, must profess ielad and cure gratis without any reward.
Necessity hath forced men to invent Arts for tilp; curiosity hath set others on to work to $atiancy; and
luxury hath not been idle in seeking out meandeaage itself. Now amongst these arts and inventsmse are
more noble and excellent, both in respect of théraseand in the estimation of men. Do not we cdauatDivine
and majestical thing to govern? What more gloritnas to wage war with success? There are merchants,
handycraftsmen and husbandmen in a commonwealitg\ary one acts in his proper sphere. In any prafo
points in divinity we consult the able clergy; imaubtful and subtile case we go to an able ana@stdawyer; in
desperate sickness we seek to an experiencedamnédephysician. But Medicine deservedly seemate Ipre-
eminence; for a physician in sickness governs thpétor, prescribes rules and directions which aleyér cannot
do, for the law-giver being present, the law ha$anoe, and may be changed and altered at hisyrieago first
instituted them.
The physician likewise fights with the diseasesnah's body and hath sharp battles with them; hecouges to the
preserving or restoring health almost lost and gedaHence Aristotle places health amongst thasgghin which
all men agree; for everyone knows that it is bast@esires to be well and in the next place tadieand wealthy.
Wherefore a physician's employment is so far fraim¢p contemptible, that it is concerned in a mahisfest
outward good and happiness, in maintaining healthcaring diseases. God at first created man. Haod's



handmaid, conduceth to the generation of him froensieed of both sexes; and it is the physiciafisedb recover
man diseased, and to restore him to his nativethed that this Art hath much in it of divinityating the same
subject with the creation and generation, viz., Maino being created after the image of God washMisreation,
being begotten was Nature's by generation; naysChimself being incarnate did not disdain to bevelt as the
physician of the Soul, so also to be the physiofattie body. The prophets among the Israelitestisest physick,
the priests among the Egyptians, out of whose nuthieeKings were chosen. Lastly great princes tsawdied this
Art, not covetously for the reward, but that theigint help the sick. We have heard of some who lgasiain many
in a just war, yet to cleare themselves have frgelgn physick, doing good to me to expiate the they had
formerly done.
Wherefore since the profession of physick is stvhép noble and sacred, we need not admire thatgshother
arts and sciences in which they excel, these B¥atof the Honourable Society should choose anaptiis above
them all. | confidently believe that they, knowitlgg most intimate secrets of Nature, can natupalhgluce very
strange effects, which as much amaze an ignoraataor as the Gorgon's head, but Medicine wasdé&athem,
as being of most profit and greater value.
But some, perhaps, may exclaim against the Bretlsaging that they are not physicians, but mereigespwho
intrude upon physick. Such, indeed, should fireklat home and then abroad. | confess that felweoBrethren
have had their education, but yet they are grdailacs, not fresh or raw in profound learning, thet greatest
proficients. They compound that Medicine which tlagyninister, it being, as it were, the marrow & Great
World.
To speak yet more plainly, their Medicine is Prameess his fire, which, by the assistance of Mineheastole from
the Sun and conveyed it unto man; although disemsdsnaladies were afterwards by the Gods (asdéts fieign)
inflicted on men, yet the balsam of Nature was npaeerful than the distempers. This fire was spi@aat all the
world, conducing to the good both of body and mindreeing the one from infirmities, the otherrrarievous
passions; for nothing doth more cheer and maketbkdheart of man than this Universal Medicine cRngs stones
wrought into subtile powder and leaf gold are thgrédients of this powder, commonly called EdelzhBulver.
Aeschylus doth attribute the invention of pyromartg composition of Medicines, the first workingom Gold,
Iron and other metals to Prometheus; hence thendahe erected an altar common to him, Vulcan aridfa
considering how much fire conduced to the finding @f the secrets of Nature. But we must know ¢hfttur-fold
fire is required to bring this Medicine to perfectj and if one of them is wanting, the whole labiguost.
Chapter V.

That the cure of diseases by specific remedies afault quality, which the Fraternity useth, is mostsuitable to

man's nature and prevalent against all distempers.
We must not by what hath been hitherto spoken st the Brethren use Medicines which are nintraka for
they have vegetables and minerals, but they, havinge knowledge of the secret and occult operatfahings,
know what will be most effectual for their purpose.
They have their Panchresta, their Polychrestar, Manus Christi, and other great titles; their Ndica and
Alexipharmaca, of which Galen and others do mudshdhinking them a present help at a dead lift; #®@ colour
their cheats, strictly command that none shallegiirescribe or give them without a large feef #sei price added
virtue to them and the effect did much depend upercost.
The Brethren also have variety of Medicines; soaied Kings, some Princes, some nobles and otméghts,
each one being denominated according to its exwsland worth. But we must take notice that theggnibe not
according to the purse, but the infirmity of theigat; neither do they desire a reward beforeh#mel likewise fit
not a child's shoe to an old man, because a dymgion ought to be carefully observed; a dranufficent for the
one, and an ounce of the same Medicine for the ditibo would not think it absurd to apply the saptester to the
hardened and brawny hand of a ploughman and tddleate and neat hand of a scholar or gentleman?
He that practiseth Physick aright doth considerdifferent temper of persons in the same diseasa,learned
judge doth not always give the same judgementérsttime cause, which circumstances may very mueh ahe
Brethren look chiefly to the constitution of thetipat and do accordingly prescribe.
They have in all things experience to confirm tha&iowledge; they use very choice vegetables, wttiels gather
when they are impregnated with heavenly influennesdeluded with common, idle Astrological notiphat
certainly knowing at what time they have receivesigmature effectual to such an end; and they abgise
vegetables to such diseases for which they weeadietd.
It is a most irrational thing when Nature hath affed us simple Medicines to correct and amend tediciencies,
that we should mix and compound with qualities kotd, moist and dry, so that one specific beireghpps
secretly of a contrary operation to another inggatlithe proper virtues of both, if not lost, yet enuch diminished.



The Galenists say that the first qualities do atteat the second do either thicken or attenuaig sa foolishly and
ignorantly of the rest; whereas each vegetable inathvirtue essentially to chase away that disdgaswhich it may
rightly be applied. It is here in Medicine as inAammy; if each soldier falls out with the othertbey mutiny against
their commander, the enemy gets strength and medeesf their weapons to slay them.

Some may ask what is here meant by Specific? | anthat | intend that which the illiterate Galegisalls an
occult quality, because it is neither hot, coldjshor dry; because indeed true profound knowledge above their
reach or understanding.

Valescus de Taranta, lib. 7, cap. 12, defines thieriical occult quality. A question is started h@Vocust hanged
about the neck doth cure a Quartain? To which #msyver, that if these empirical Medicines have surgh virtue,
they have it from their occult quality, which cointgthe specific form of the distemper conjoinethwhe influence
of the Stars. But then we may ask what that ta@bpety is? Averrhoes calls it a complexion; othsay that it is
the substantial form of a compound body; somedite it to be the whole mixture, viz., the forrme thatter and
complexion, which Avicenna names the whole subgtawben he said that a body hath neither operéion the
matter, nor quality, but the whole substance orpusition.

But to speak truely and clearly as it becomes Bbpbers, we hold that there is a natural virtuecanthin
predestination flowing from the influence of heayemodies, so particularly disposing the form toiteoduced,
that it is (as it were) determined to its propejech whereby after due preparation of the ma#ed conjunction of
the form, the whole substance or mixed body necésgaoduces a proportionable effect. And Avicempehaps
meant thus much; whence Arnoldus, in his book Des@@aSterilitatis, saith that the peculiar propetya thing is
its nature which proceeds from the right dispositid the parts to be mixed, and this is called ezutt quality, to
most men unknown because of its difficulty. Heride that Nature is styled a complexion, not beedtis so
properly, and found out by reason, its secretsgoeily discovered by experiment and practice; Iy ttte
understanding knows that experience is above reagsmause there are so many experiments of whioteweyive
no rational account, nor find out any method t@s$aburselves concerning them.

By what hath hitherto been spoken, it plainly appéhat the whole propriety of anything is not teenplexion; for
if it were so, all things which have the same pigtpr would consequently have the same complexidvich is
false; for Rhubarb and Tamarinds, from their whmiepriety do attract and draw choler, and yet ateofithe same
complexion. Thus Valescus.

It is therefore evident that the true proprietyradicinal things is only known by experiment, awd oy the false
Galenical rules of Art, which do not give us lighto the nature of any simple. For instance, carside Rose, it
sends forth a most pleasant perfume and is of@yrlavely colour, not in respect of the quality @@ind dry, but of
that proper virtue essentially in it; neither chare be any deduction from these qualities, beaigubject to taste,
to feeling, to hearing and consequently none abattause specifics have another original.

How are the first qualities observed? Not from tlesisence and nature, but as sense discoversiiemce reason
draws a conclusion: But we see not how reason etarmine concerning the qualities of a rose, whaths hot,
cold, moist and dry, unless it hath been informgdhie senses as by the colour, scent, taste oln.touc

But these rules are altogether uncertain and falla¢ and there are more experiments to overthhew to confirm
them; for who dare affirm that all cold things dzave no scent; that all hot things have scent? dlhatented
things are hot; that all that have no scent aré;aolthat white things are cold or hot; that reithgs are hotter than
white; or contrarily that bitter things are hotreatic cold etc.? For opium, the Spirit of WinegtRose and more
things will confute such an opinion, so that thalgies do depend upon such uncertainties in reésgfezvery
simple, that it is far better to trust to experienio search into the secrets of Nature, than y&intrifle away time
in gathering the second qualities from the firag #he third from the second, or to gain reasordnse, a thing
most ridiculous unless it be in the cure of dissaadere the qualities are in confusion.

When the Egyptians understood this they studiednamst esteemed of that physick which was experiahentd
not notional, and therefore they used to place giek persons in the streets, that if any ondhefteople that
passed by had laboured under the same diseaseghietefi the specific remedy with which he wasexirwhence
it sometimes falls out that an old woman or an eimgi some certain diseases may effect more bypooper
specific than many physicians by their methodsland courses.

| would not be misunderstood, as if there wereuttmgment to be used in the administration of phydiat that
experience should be the only guide. Medicine, idrespeculative or practical, must concur and nmegtth. |
say we must not, as to the invention or prescriptibphysick, trust too much to reason enformeseiigl and
concerning the nature of things, but when expeddrath confirmed us in mysteries and secrets, lsecaason is
too weak-sighted to teach them, we must not peelestight them, disesteeming enviously what wencamttain.

I do not account him a rational physician who hatly a large scroll or bill of simples in his mempand can
distinctly tell you what are hot in the first degrevhat in the second, what in the third, and certhrough the



second qualities and third; and if at any timeseallled to a patient, from this rabble, as fromhtklly of the
Trojan horse, issue many receipts, many bands, Wwaésnignorant of the most inconsiderable simaihel knows
not how rightly to apply it. Shall not he who unstands and is well acquainted with his Medicinespbmore
repute? A few select prescriptions that are irfiliand effectual to the cure are of more wortim thaude
multitude of Galenical receipts.
We have, indeed, now so great a variety of Medgthat it puzzles a physician more to choose vehbest than to
invent; for it is not the abundance of remedies tv@rcomes a disease, but the virtue, methody @t choice of
time and place that give success.
We read in histories of the courage and skill 8partan King, who, with a band of four hundred stou
Lacedemonians, possessed the straights by whicteXehould pass with an army of one million, sewemdred
thousand and made there a great slaughter of Méven the insulting Persian boasted that they woldlse the
Sun with their arrows, the Spartan King answeread tien we will fight in the shadow.
By these examples it appears that a select comgfachoice soldiers have great advantage againsbfused
multitude. And why are not a few choice remediegné a heap of vain receipts? Some have said thatray is
complete that hath an hundred thousand, and ifitiheber exceeds, it will be tumultuous and in nceorhd
discipline. We may assert the like of Medicindt ificreaseth to a great number it rather killstbares; for every
specific waging war or being opposite to anotharsimecessarily disturb Nature's peace and trditguil
Chapter VI.
Although other Physicians may challenge, as indedbley deserve, a due reward, yet the Brethren do car
gratis, not valuing money.

We read in history that great persons, Kings amacBs, have entertained famous and learned phgsiamt only
allowing them a considerable annual stipend, buéhaised them to great preferment and honourtrgtis found
out the disease of Antiochus, viz. his love ofristher in law, of which he recovered him and reeéiof his son
Ptolemy one hundred talents. Democides restoretythast Polycrates for two talents of Gold. The sgrerson, for
curing Darius, had given to him a very rich chafirGold and two golden cups. Jacobus Cocterius,ipiaysto
Louis the second, King of France, had fifty thousarowns yearly paid to him and Thaddeus the Fltorergot
fifty crowns daily, travelling up and down to cutee sick.
The rewards and gains physick bringeth in hathedusany students to employ all their time and lalberein,
who for the most part look more to the profit thealth of their neighbour, and good of the commaltke If we
indeed consider to how many infirmities we are sabjwe shall find physick to be as necessary ad émd
raiment, and then able physicians are to be sdoghivho may judiciously administer it; but no mail employ
all his pains, cost and labour, in that of whictshall reap no harvest; Who will be another's sarf@ no wages?
Will a lawyer plead without his fee? Neither istd@ny injunction or law to command and oblige &tfdoto cure
for nothing. It would be very hard and rigorousaiify man should be forced to give away what shprogerly
belong to him. Menecrates the Syracusan had nothirlgjs pains, but affected divinity; he would theught and
accounted Jupiter, which was worse than if he kgdired a reward suitable to his calling.
The Brethren are so far from receiving a fee thaytscorn it; so far from vain glory of their sussethat they will
not have such a favour acknowledged. They havemaiMedicine for a great man, another for the pbotequally
respect both; frequent in visiting, comforters fflieion and relievers of the poor. Their labosrtheir reward, their
pains to them gain; no mice or other vermin canimnigh their heap, no Dragon or wild beast can eigwson or
exhaust their fountain.
Coelius, lib. 16, cap. 10, tells us of Philo, a gihian, who found out certain Medicines which hikechThe Hands
of the Gods; but this great title was but as ivipdnout for a show to take the eyes of the specatorsurprise the
ears of the hearers, which promised more thanpkeprmed and rather deluded than helped any, avijorious
outside, but within dregs and corrupt. But the Bren, although they have the most efficacious Madgin the
world, yet they had rather conceal the virtues thaaist of them. Their powders perhaps may be atedunlittle
Cinnabar or some slight stuff, but they effect mihvan seems to be expected from them. They podse&halaia
and the Asa of Basileus; the Nepenthes that devesy sorrow of Homer and Trismegistus; the ointnodiold;
the fountain of Jupiter Hammon, which at night s, lat noon is cold, lukewarm at sun rising antirsgt For they
condemn gains and income by their possession,areitie they enticed with honour or preferment, @éu@ynot so
overseen as one of whom Tully speaks, who wrotenapathers affectation of esteem and placed hisenia the
frontispiece of his book that he might be more knpthey embrace security and are not buried, batdnd are
active in silence.
Is not this a rare society of men who are injuritueone, but seek the good and happiness ofialhggto each
person what appertains to him? These Brethren tladare the rising Sun, mere parasites who confbemselves
to the becks of great men; their words and actiwasnasked with cheats.



It is reported that the statue of Diana by art s@framed that if a present was brought her bygaipi, she would
show a cheerful and pleasing countenance, butyidrse came empty she frowned, was angry and seamed t
threaten. Even so is the whole world, whereinhaiigs are subject to Gold. This dust of the eartbfino value with
them, because these things are low in their eyeghvwothers most adore. They had rather find cuystery in
nature than a mine, and as Gold serves to helpafortheir studies, so they esteem of it. They \sisth are
ambitious of the age of Solomon, wherein there seagreat plenty at Jerusalem as tiles on the hp8dlesr as
common as stones in the Street; so in the Goldenitagise was not known; men were contented witit \Wature
freely afforded them, living friendly under the gomament of the father of the family, without broilsxury, pride,
much less war.

Chapter VII.

Abuses in Medicine censured, as the long Bills farstentation, that the Physician may not seem an Enek,
and for the Apothecaries gain, without respect totte benefit and purse of the diseased, when a fewaite
simples might do the cure.

We daily see how many weeds sprung from Gold, laaeedo still overrun the whole world. It hath notyo
overthrown cities, destroyed commonwealths, bud bbth corrupted the Arts, and of liberal hath midgen almost
servile.

Let us a little (passing by the rest) cast our eyem Medicine, whose streams the further they hamndrom the
fountain, the more dirt and mire they have drunkamgl now at last they are full of stench and ifigss. We before
have said that Nature is contented with a littlejolr holds good as well in sickness as in heatthtife more simple
diet is, the easier it is digested, because itig o turn many heterogeneous things into onetanbs. So likewise
in diseases, the variety of ingredients distrattst totally hinders Nature in her operationyégard she struggles
not only with the infirmity but the very remedy;dahow can those things which are opposite and figiing
themselves procure and maintain peace?

We confess that a judicious composition is necgsbaicause one simple specific cannot confer tatine of
complicated distempers, so that more simples umitad effect that which one could not: neither wowklbe
thought so absurd as to question so good and egaisethod.

That which we complain of is the great multitudeoainium gatherum put together of herbs, roots, sdtavers,
fruits, barks, hot or cold in the first, second &inidd degree; so that you shall have thereby fortgnore ingredients
in one receipt, to show the memory and art of Aahd blockish physician, and to help the knavigbthecary, who
extols his gain for learnedness, the quick uttezanfchis drugs for experimental knowledge.

On the contrary, if anyone making conscience oftvieaundertakes shall prescribe a few rare andoapgrsimples
(as that famous Crato did, physician to three Gagé® shall be thought an ignoramus, if not a reenpiric,
although he excel those receipt-mongers by fall ipeaits of learning.

Take notice how the apothecaries slight a shoridgheeffectual bill, because it brings in little fitobut if they
receive a bill of a cubit long, they bless themssland thus the patient pays for his sickness, whkea recovers,
his purse will be sick.

Consider how injurious these are to each persorittendommonwealth; by destroying the one they dshithe
other; for if they remain, yet are they but poommbers thereof. The disease is protracted by tharoety of
Medicines and Nature weakened. We account it abshesh a straight way leads to the wood, for haste t
countermarch and make windings which may confourttireot further. Multitude breeds in most thingsfosion,
but especially in Medicine, when the essencesnoplgis are not known.

We may fetch examples to confirm this from a Cowtiere if everyone at the same time may plead acthce his
opinion, the case would be made more intricatéaswould they be from deciding the controversy.ahéfore a
few wise counsellors on each side will clearlyesthie case and bring it to a sudden and safe detgion. The
same discord will appear in physick, if each simpléhe same disease should have its operatiom aliew select
ones may quickly do the business.

It is therefore an expedient course out of manyghito choose a few, out of those that are gogittothe best,
which may assist and strengthen Nature in her iwonifl these observations were taken notice ghysician would
not be reputed able for his large, rude bills,fouthe quality of his ingredients; the apothecanuld have more
custom, because men would not be frightened wélctiarge and die to save expenses, but willindbyéiuto an
easy and honest cure.

Everything is not to be esteemed according tolitk;lwe see that brute beasts in body and quaseitged a man,
but yet the lesser, being rational and wise, dotregn the other. A little Gold is worth more thaheap of stones,
than a mine of base metals; so in Medicine a squalhtity may have more virtue in it than a greaasuge of many
simples.



It is sufficiently known to wise men, that the sahezbs do alter under several climates; and thathwik innocent
in one may be poison in another; wherefore it issade to compound India, Arabia, America, Germang
England together, for the Sun and planets havéferelit influx upon this or that country and acdogly alter the
plants. Nay we cannot be ignorant that the sanhe dieounds, as with wholesome, so with venomoussheve
have example of this truth in minerals, for comnEait alone is harmless, as also our vulgar Merdunyijf these
two be sublimed together, they become a venomodisaark poison; but perhaps some may think thatttiseeds
from Mercury, which indeed is false, for it may t@ught by Art to run again, and then its innoceretyrns. So
likewise the Spirit of Vitriol may be taken withodanger, mixed with another liquor, and the wafeBaltpeter may
be received into the body, but if these two bellltigttogether, they make a water that will eat arstal except
Gold and certain death to anyone that shall takeuit if you add to the former Armoniack, its stgéimis increased
and it will reduce Gold into a watery and fluid stdnce, yet its nature is pure and perfect.
It may be objected that Treacle, Mithridate, andfeotion of Hamech, with others, were compoundehafy
simples, which being after long fermentation wégledted, became most sovereign remedies and hawvebase
almost six hundred years and have helped many &hdsof people.
We deny not but these compositions are excelleshthane been in great esteem in foregoing and lagtes; we
likewise approve perhaps of six hundred more,gf/thre grounded upon experience. For they whoifivented
these Medicines did not consider whether the daalivere hot or cold, but to their nature and essas they either
resisted poison or conduced to the evacuation b@ithors in the body, as in Treacle there is vifiesh and many
others of the same virtue. Our discourse is agéiestain, extemporary ostentation in prescribifilyledicines
compounded of plants hot, dry, cold and moist,egith this or that degree.
We knew a physician who was wont to boast thatrfemwknot any one particular experiment, but all réiee were
alike to him, respective the first, second anddtiginalities: and this surely proceeded from hi®ignce of what
was to be known; but a wise and prudent spiritcdezs more narrowly and descends to particularsingeed it is
more easy by general rules to pass a judgemeitnpfes, than by experience to find out the propeug of
specifics; and the reason is because each simfileh@eculiar property which distinguisheth it framother and
sometimes contrary; nay the qualities do not oiffeidin respect of others, but the same simple maye effects
differing in itself as it appears in Rhubarb, whinlrespect of its first qualities, hot and dryddth increase choler
in man's body, but in respect of its essence aadifspnature it purgeth it. To pass by Opium andegar, with
many others, we see how the same thing in their$icond and third qualities have many times aontr
operations; so Rennet makes thin thickened blodbeohare, but if it be very fluid it thickens $p also Vitriol,
according to its nature, doth penetrate and isnasmnt, yet it doth repel and disperse lead outlyaadplied to it;
though Quicksilver is most weighty, yet by the firés sublimed and ascends and though it is &{lgooss body, it
may by Art be made to pierce any body and aftersvhedreduced to its own native purity.
Many more proofs might be brought, for there ishiveg in the world, how abject and low soever, binath a
stamp upon it as a sure seal of its proper virtoeshich he that is ignorant hath hitherto attdimeit the husk and
shell, the outside of knowledge.
Lest therefore this error in judgement should goirpractice, and men's lives thereby should beairgdr, we
thought is a good piece of service to desire thdse bend and employ their studies in the honortuelty of
Medicine, to seek more after a few rare and cedpétifics, than to follow generals which so commateceive.
We ought not to show ourselves so impious and ufiutiLeis being in honour, having encrease of richescorn
our poor parents; so experience is the mother tfalud shall we now condemn her as having no nébdr@
Experience has been stiled the Mistress of Foal Reason the Queen of wise men; but in a differsgect they
ought not to be separated, as many experiments begon, so reason maintains and adorns experience
Chapter VIII.

That many Medicines, because of their high titlesand the fond opinion of men who think that best wiéh
costs most, are in great esteem; though others @&k puce, proper to the Country, are far above thetin
excellency and worth.

Besides the abuses mentioned in the foregoing ehaptother is crept in; the former were cheatgspect of
guantity and quality; here by this the purse is &alp for they fall in with men's humours, who tkia thing good
when they have well bought it.

Hence Galen concealed his Golden Emplaister foSthénancy, by which he got an hundred crowns, whideed
was in itself of little worth; for there are marhjirigs of excellent use which if they were divulgeduld be
foolishly despised, because vulgar hands pollutatexrer comes into them. Some reason may be whyth#g are
not so successful, because the imagination ang fa&adks not so strongly, and desponds as to the ftam such
slight means and so hinders the operation; fooaljh another man's imagination hath little forcerume, yet
mine own much alters the body and either hindefartiners a remedy in its working.



As this is clear in many diseases, so especialhypocondriac melancholy, called the shame of mligiss because
rarely cured, wherein the non-effecting of the alepends upon the prejudiced imagination of theepatwho
despairs of help; for cares, grief and despairmlter and change the blood, corrode the heartydhaim the spirits
that they cannot perform their offices; if therefdhese can first be removed, there is very grejae lof recovery.
Under this cloak many cover their knavery and coushess, who seek nothing but gain by their praictio they
call their Medicines by great names, that the imatyon of the patient, closing with so rich andgiwes remedies,
may promote the cure; and therefore they compolueid Medicines of rare ingredients as Gold, SiNRzarls,
Bezoar, Ambergris, Musk and many more, and they theisten them according to their birth. They t#m the
Balsam of Life, the Great Elixir, the Restoratiid de, Potable Gold, Butter and Oil of the Sungamho indeed
can reckon up their tricks by which they draw il @ielude such multitudes of ignorant people? Yeir threat
names are not altogether insignificant; for by Bédsam of Life they mean that which maintains kedps
themselves alive.

But grant these costly Medicines to be good anfulsget they must confess that others not so awbte have
greater virtues in them.

We may also question whether they deal honestlydandbot sell a little Salt for Gold and rank poifonthe
Balsam of Life; we have known some at death's tgdheir Mercury. | speak this that others may aetious.
Think what would come of it when one mistaking adistered Opium for Apium or parsley. Thus they try
experience upon men's bodies and kill one to sagthar.

Besides, though these may be very excellent cardiahntidotes, yet are they not appropriatedealikease, and
so consequently little conducing to the grief.

Consider, then, the abuse; the patient pays a grieatfor that which is of small advantage to l@ind scorns those
means which are at an easy rate, wherein also ihatedanger, as being by experience confirmedograll hands
received.

It is not hard to prove that each country abounitls simples suitable to the diseases of that cguatrd that we
need not go to India or use exotic drugs.

This question has been handled by many learned an@mesent we will not spend much time about i &ény not
the use in food and physick of India[n] and Arafyices, neither do we condemn other most excalifistof God;
but here we find fault with the price. Let us, &fere, use them in their place and time. Perhagls grecious things
were intended for great persons, but yet greatmarst be used in the preparation that they beoptisticated. |
say rich men may afford to pay for these Medicing®y delight to eat and drink Gold, and hope athbythey can
purchase all earthly things, so they may buy health

Neither would we be thought ignorant of the greeties and efficacy of Gold, but we speak agaimstabuse of
those imposters who instead thereof do cheat amdaral we can assure all that there is no worthérboiling and
reboiling of Gold. They indeed give their menstrsistuffs for dissolved Gold, which, being reducea tSpirit,
may corrode (and let all men beware of it); imitgta careless cook, who if he hath lost the brotlihich the meat
hath been boiled sets now upon the table which matheart nor strength in it. So they, when theyeheonsumed
and lost their Gold with Salts and other ways, thelythat which remains. When the bird is gone thedl the nest,
and this they call Potable Gold, spiritualised hiseginvisible. It may be they put Gold into theirrface, but that
they by those means can produce such Medicinesemg d here were many Alexanders, many called by#me
of Julius, but yet but one Alexander the Great, dulais Caesar; the others agree only in name.

Should anyone enquire into the excellency of oun cauntries simples, he would have work enough upsn
hands. We shall leave this to another time andeplac

But besides the price, may we not justly suspexptieparation; that they, instead of true, may sallfalse
compositions, failing in their art and professidfot the balance of human frailty being at the ame ley justice, at
the other by profit, the last overweighs; becausgekty may be an hindrance to us, but profit brizigasure and
delight along with it. So now merchants count ittped their trade to learn and skill the adultemgtof their
commodities. When the Thebans would admit no seckgns to the magistracy, unless they had letheff trade
at least ten years before, by which time they migtget to cozen; but | will not here censure élthat calling. The
same may be said of those who sell Medicines, vengthysicians or apothecaries, if they abuse freiiession.

It remains to show that specifics or vegetablesthimijs of little worth, are more powerful agaiasty disease than
those which are of so great price; neither is #ason fetched far; for they whose property absigluésists the
malady, they (I say) must needs be more effecttlaiip those who accidentally suit the disease pgndere
chance work a cure. In mechanic arts if a man é&meh one should boast of his skill in anotheiichhhe never
saw, you would find him a bungler in it, but empltyg same in that trade wherein he hath been btaygand he
will show himself to be a workman; so in diseasasen each specific doth its own office there ipgdy issue, but
applied to another proves of no effect. Neitheritée expected from one man (though he had anredritands) to



conquer an army, which yet choice bands of expeeiésoldiers may easily overcome; but we have textious
about this subject.
Chapter IX.
That many are haters of Chymistry, others scorn theise of vegetables and Galenical compositions, esthof
which may be useful in proper cases.

As the palates of men are not all taken with theestaste, but what is pleasing to one, is loathsonamother, so
men's judgements differ, and what one approvesttier assents not unto, both which happen or argedsas by
sympathy or antipathy, drawing them on to embrand, provoking them to hate such a thing; so alsprbjudice
or reason corrupted.
Some dare not taste cheese all their life, somiiabfsom it for a few years, some drink only watefusing wine
or ale; and in these there is great variety. Ns ieshe difference amongst minds, whence it isttha meeting
when neither hath seen or heard of the other gdfirdt sight, shall desire and seek each otheesdship; and, on
the contrary, whence is it that one hates anotioen fvhom he hath never received injury? as evigieagipears by
one coming where two are gaming, he presently §ihdllhis affection to close with the one, andig tvish might
succeed he should win, and he would gladly havetier lose, though he neither received courtesy fhe one,
nor harm or ill word from the other.
Now as much as the understanding excels the tadtdwdl and sensual faculty, so much a truly wisanm
surpasseth one that only outwardly seems judiciOug. by reflection considers and weighs the matterpther not
so acutely apprehending is tempted to rashness flany learned men, whose fancies have not bedurein
subjection to their understandings, have abusedgblves and have heedlessly embraced this as goothat off
that as evil.

It may seem as strange in Medicine that some Dsatoould only prescribe vegetables and Galenioaipk,
perfectly hating chemistry, and that others, whailglined to novelty, should refuse all Medicinbattare not
chymically prepared.
Both parties (in mine opinion) are swayed moredncl than by reason; for | suppose it absolutetgssary to
study first your ancient, dogmatical Medicine, bathto the speculative and the practical parttamtrrect the
faults as we have already pointed in the firstpadcand third qualities; and the same course liettaken in
chymistry, so that they be without suspicion andeite and first we will begin with the old and pe=d to the new.
We have sufficiently proved that there are occtdiperties and specific virtues in simplex, as rayned Galenist
ever denied; who have also confessed that thessotlidork from their qualities or degrees, but thgtures, to
mitigate symptoms, take away the cause of the siisaad to enthronize health in man's body.

If this be true, why are not physicians more cdriefgathering and rightly understanding the nanfrsimplex?
Fernelius in his book De abditis rerum caussihgdiat this specific virtue, which he calls thenfiplies hid in every
part of a simple and is diffused throughout all ¢hements. Hence if by chymistry water is drawn oiffis
extracted and salt made out of the ashes, eattesé tthe water, oil and salt, hath the specificales of the
simples; but | suppose one not so much as angtéea)l joined together are perfect and compleat.
These things being laid down and confirmed, we masfess that the outward, tangible body of anypsnthat
may be beaten, cut, sifted, boiled, mingled witia ather, to be the bark, the carcass and habitafitime specific
quality, which is the pith, the Soul, the housekold\nd now what shall we say of our common prejiama in
apothecaries' shops, which have good and bad, nayaarrupt in them? Would not all laugh him torscevho
being commanded to call a master out of his hauskeneeds have the house along too? That canmethesbirds
unless the nest be an ingredient, that cannotysters unless he may also devour the shells? Buapgbthecaries
think this lawful enough, because they can do rnitehelhese Occult qualities, indeed, are so subitét they make
an easy escape unless they be narrowly watchediémd great skill housed or incorporated. Camphbseth its
strength unless it be cherished with flax seed.bhwis preserved by wax and the Spirits of Wirtee $alt of
goats' blood does evaporate if it be not closepgtdpn glasses.
What shall we then say of these specifical qualisieparated from their bodies? Will not they retortheir first
principles? For who can separate the quality ohimgr from the fire? the quality of moistening frahe Water? But
if this be impossible in simple bodies, how muchrengifficult in compound?

| could, therefore, wish that Medicines were usdiittv were lawful, possible and reasonable, thahtagside
ostentation and pride truth might flourish.

Perhaps we might allow of Syrups, Juleps, Consaticegot that great quantity of Sugar clog the redtaperation
of the Simple. Perhaps we might approve of Ele@saOpiates, Antidotes, unless the multitude off8és
confusedly put together did hinder, if not totadiytinguish the true virtue. Perhaps pills and #teh sour, sharp,
stinking Medicines are good; but yet they destnopedite, cause loathsomeness, that a patient het badure the
disease than the remedy. If bitterness, sournkagsess and an ill savour are the specifical tigmlithey should



be rather checked than let loose, and indeed tteelyid handmaids to their Mistress, but subsenti@iite
Specifical Quality and the true difference is diga@d by Chymistry, for it separates the impurdgpfiom the pure
if rightly used. Yet mistake not, we say not thaymical preparations are altogether spiritual aitiaut any body,
but are more piercing and subtile, more defecdted gross bodies made more heavy by a great quah&ugar,
so that they are not free and at liberty to actalagl their parts.

By this time you may see the folly and madnes$io$¢ who hate chymistry, which ought to be usetinith care
and judgement; for it is not the part of a physidia burn, lance, cauterize and to take away theeaf the disease
by weakening the patient and endangering of res lifit symptoms must be abated, nature restoredaanfibrted
by safe cordials. One Archagatus was the firstugi@on that came to Rome and was honourably recdivtd
coming to use lancing and burning he was thougheraan hangman; and for the like cause at onedime
physicians were banished [from] Rome. One Charanysician, condemning the judgement of his preskars,
set up new inventions of his own and commandegdtients in frost and snow to bathe in cold watePlny
reports; who saith also that he hath seen old ntdreszing by his direction. Acesias about to ciime gout, looked
more to the disease than pain, which be neglemtased, whence the proverb had its original, Asasiadicatus
est, as Erasmus hath it, when the condition groersey Acesia his cure.

It is clear enough from what hath been delivered Nature is best satisfied when profitable andledame
Medicines are applied. Asclepiades, an intimatnftiof Cn. Pompey, first showed the benefit of wimsick
persons, recovering a man carried to his graveaHight to maintain health by a moderate use of meadrink, an
exact care in exercise and much rubbing; he indedédightful and pleasing potions; he commandetibgtand
for ease to his patients invented hanging bedssthap might surprise them in such a careless sthe same
Pliny saith that Democritus was a physician, whthicure of Considia, daughter to Consul Sereitlicsforbear
harsh means and by the long and continual useaifgoilk recovered her.

Agron, as Coelius reports, Lib. 13, cap. 22, wakysician at Athens, who, in a great plague, whanyhwere
infected, did only cause to be made great fireh toghe place; and thus did Hippocrates, for wiiielwas much
honoured.

Whence we may learn that mild and gentle usagedisemse is more efficacious to the taking awaphefcause and
to healing the symptoms, than harsh and ruggedndedlhe mariner doth [not] pray for a full gale myaimes to
force him into his desired harbour, neither dotttiaveller go in a direct line, yet both in thel extain their hopes.
We read that Fabius, by delay conquered his ensothat it is a masterpiece of prudence well aridrably to
deliberate and then to execute; yet the methodiifig remains and the axioms are firm, viz.: if taeise be taken
away, the effect ceaseth; if the disease is clmedymptoms do vanish and wear away.

But chymistry stores and supplies us with Mediciwbgch are safe, pleasant and soon perform thatlfiich they
were intended: and others have abundantly set floighin their writings, and therefore it will nbe requisite to
stand longer upon it.

Let us face about and view those who are mere atgniihese would be called young Theophrasts,tafplike
their master a Divine title, which he neither hathis father nor mother, but assumed it to himaslmost
magnificent and glorious. But without all doubtuias a man of eminent and admirable knowledge ithef
Physick, yet surely it would be worthily judged mads for his sake alone to forsake the Ancientdallwv his
new inventions.

It may seem an absurd thing for one to undertakedtwre a very old man to his former strengthabee Death it
then approaching and every man at length must gubrhis sceptre.

Is not the world now ancient and full of days asdt not folly to think of recovering and callingtk its youth?
Surely their new Medicine cannot revive the dyingrld, it may weaken it and hasten its end. Yet,stayay you,
do not imagine that | do at present censure thellext and plainly divine preparations of chemistryt rather the
persons who profess it, who make it their busineskestroy but endeavour not to build, who tranguieothers to
raise and exalt themselves; as Thessalus of oldallothg against all men who were not their follens. So
Chrysippus, master to Eristratus, to gain pre-endaedespised and changed Hippocrates. These ahdilgimen
are wont to promise much, but perform little; fog wmay certainly conclude, that although such persaay affect
greatness, yet they shall never attain it by sndiréct means. | would many of the Paracelsiansididoo much
conform to their Master's vices. If many late writs were scanned and their abuses and tart langgagest others
left out, | doubt [not] their volumes would very ofushrink. It were much better that diseases, ¢inencon
enemies, were more looked after than private greidgsongst physicians themselves revenged. Bruttséa
bark and show their teeth and spit venom; a mag&pan is Reason, by which he should foil his acress.

As touching chemistry, we highly commend and adfiose things in it which are good, but yet soasto
despise Galenical physic, which in some caseseaffastual. My own opinion is that each ought toused in its
proper place. Men are not mere Spirits, but coglmsebstances and therefore need not Medicineteexal their



highest degree of perfection, as least in evesf gipplied to every person and to every part or b@nirhere are
some diseases, which, being hot and dry, are rm ttured by chymical prescriptions whose ingredien
preparations have the like qualities. In a commaithehere is a merchant, there is a husbandmamnguought
not to supplant the other; so a prudent physicidimvake use of both as he sees occasion, thearree f
countryman, the other for a delicate person; theeiora slight distempers, the other in dangerogss;ahe one for
pleasantness, the other for efficacy as necessityires.

Vaughan's Preface to the Rosicrucian
Manifestos

This is the preface written to the English translaof the Rosicrucian manifestofhe Fame and Confession of the
Fraternity of R: C: commonly, of the Rosie Crosgh\d praeface annexed thereto, and a short dedtamadf their
physicall work. By Eugenius Philalethiegndon: J. M. for Giles Calvert. 1652. [I have trainscribed the Greek
words as it is difficult to format these in the thitnde. The meaning of these Greek words is, incasg, usually
apparent from the context, or explained in theesargs following.]

Back to Rosicrucian texts.

The Preface.

If it were the Business of my Life or Learning,pmcure my self that noyse which men call Famen Inat to seek
what might conduce to it. It is an Age affords ma@wywantages, and | might have the choyce of several
Founddations, whereon to build my self. | can sghal, that Time and Imployment have made somsqes Men,
whom their first Adventures did not finde such. §buddain Growth might give my Imperfections als® t
Confidence of such another start: but as | livelnyotommon Examples, so | drive not a Common Desibave
taken a course different from that of the World, (lReaders) | would have you know, that whereaspfotito set
your selves up, | do here contrive to bring my delfvn. | am in the Humor to affirm the Essence, Brigtence of
that admired Chimera, the Fraternitie of R.C. AoevrGentlemen | thank you, | have Aire and Room ghoune
thinks you sneak and steal from me, as if the Riamnd this Red Cross were inseparable. Take my hawvd mercy
along with you, for | pitty your sickly Braines, @ertainly as to your present State the Inscnipsanot
unseasonable. But in lieu of this, some of you adyise me to an Assertion of the Capreols of dakBh, or a
Review of the Library of that discreet Gentlemanhaf Mancha, for in your Opinion those Knights aéimelse
Brothers are equally Invisible. This is hard measbut | shal not insist to disprove you: If theeeany amongst the
Living of the same Bookish faith with my self, Thase the Persons | would speak to, and yet inl il act
modestly, | invite them not, unless they be at Leas
When | consider the unjust Censure and indeed time@pt, which Magic even in all Ages hath undesgdrcan
(in my opinion) finds no other Reasons for it, ldtat the Professors themselves are guilty of bychtistruction,
and this in Reference to a double Obscurity, o laihd Language. As for their nice (or to speaktiebtuth) their
Conscientious Retirements, whereby they did sepahamselvs from dissolute and brutish spiritss that which
none can soberly discommend; nay, it is a veryipgrérgument, and may serve to wipe off those amiad,
envious scandals, which Time and Man have injuhjofzstned on their Memory.
For if we reason discreetly, we may not safelyttthis Traditions and Judgement of the World, comogrsuch
persons who sequestred themselves from the Wartbware no way addicted to the Affairs or Acquaice
thereof. It is true, they were losers by this Atidan, for both their life and their Principles wearrosse to those of
their Adversaries: They lived in the shade, ing¢hbn of Conscience and solitude, but their Enemiesed in the
Sun-shine, in the Eye of worldly Transactions, vehtdiey kept up their own Repute with a clamarouaDation of
these innocent and contented Eremits. The secorth€lb to their Fame, was partly the simplicityhsir style,
which is Scripture-like, and commonly begins likel@non's Text, with Mi Fili. But that which spoilall, and
made them Contemptible even to some degree of imisegis a corrupt Delivery of the Notions and Vadalof the
Art: for Magic like the Sun, moving from the Easgrried along with it the Orientall Termes, whialr ®estern
Philosophers who skil'd not the Arabic or Chaldse, did meet unhappily and corruptly transcribel gerily at
this day they are so strangely abus'd, it is moea &2 Task to guess at their Original. But thisakall, for some
were so singular, as to invent certain Barbarousé&s of their own, and these conceited Riddlesttoy with
their Magisterial way of Writing (for they did neb far condescend as to Reason their Positionsg thadworld



conclude them a Fabulous Generation. Indeed thésavgrange course of Theirs, and much differemb fthat of
Trismegistus, in whose genuine works there is netBarbarous syllable, nor any point asserted,onitmost
pregnant and Demonstrative Reasons. Certainly Heamé¢o his course of life was public and princilyhis
Doctrine clear and Rational, and hence it wasrnbabnely his own times, but even all subsequemeGsions
were most constant Tributaries to his Honour. Gndbntrary (if we may conjecture by Effects) themeceeded
him in his School certain Melancholy envious Spjrithose obscure inscrutable writings render'd theihors
Contemptible, but made way for that new noyse a$tatle, which men call Philosophie. | may say tléthese
later Magicians what Solinus sometimes said ofd@tamntentious successors of Alexander the Greaitt thiey were
born, Ad segetem Romanae gloriae, non ad Haereudfitetnti Nominis.

It is equally true, That some skulking Philosoph&hiles they enviously supprest the Truth, did cémaally
promote a Lye: for they gave way to the Enemiesvinptill at last the Tares possest the Field, gueth was the
true Graine cast into the Fire. Nor indeed coultkibtherwise, for this Bushel being placed overltight, the
Darkness of it invited Ignorance abroad: and n@psbut Aristotle like a Pedler with his pack, Theimphs of
whose petulant School had but two weak suppor@pscurity and Envie. Both these proceeded from the
Malignancie of some eminent Authors, whom God hadttwith Discoveries Extraordinary: These to secur
themselves and the Art, judged it their best cotoddot out the path, that such as were unwortightmever be
able to follow them. It cannot be denyed but thigskéry and cloud of the letter carried with it b@iscretion and
Necessitie, but what spoyl'd all was the Excesh@®{Contrivers, for they past all Decencie botthznMeasure, and
the Maner of it. | could be numerous in Examplesl proofs of this kind, but that | hold it supedls to pause at a
point which is acknowledged on all Hands. To betstien, this Umbrage and Mist of their Text reqdisome
Comment and Clearness, but few being able to Exghatie World ran generally to the other side ard3bhool-
men have got the Day, not by Weight but by Number.

This considered, it cannot be thought unreasoreidecertainly not unseasonable, if a Society consodf the
Truth, and skil'd in the abstruse principles ofiNat shall endeavour to rectifie the world: fohbitto we have been
abused with Greek Fables and a pretended knowlgidQauses, but without their much desired Effédts.plainly
see, that if the least Disease invades Us, thedbchen have not one Notion, that is so much a chasto cure
Us: and why then should we imbrace a Philosophimedr words, when it is evident enough, that wenoalive
but by Works. Let us not for shame be so stupidraase, for 'tis a Barbarous Ignorance to maint#iae for Truth
which our own dayly Experience can assure us teabge. But some body will reply, That the Antigeitf this
Peripatism may claim some Reverence; and we muasplementally invite it abroad, not churlishly tutrout of
Doors. This in my opinion were to dance before Dags David did before the Ark: to pay that respec Lye,
which is due onely to the Truth, and this is Answuificient.

As for that Fraternity, whose History and Confesdibiave here adventured to publish, | have foromm part no
Relation to them, neither do | much desire theigéaintance: | know they are Masters of great Mysseiand |
know withal that nature is so large, they may akRezeive as Give. | was never yet so lavish an iteinof them,
as to prefer them to all the World, for it is pddsiand perhaps true, that a private man may heatert his
possession, whereof they are Ignorant. It is neit title and the noyse it hath occasion'd, thatesane commend
them; The Acknowledgment | give them, was firstqume@d by their Books, for there | found them true
Philosophers, and therefore not Chimaera's (as thiog) but Men. Their Principles are every way @gpondent
to the Ancient and Primitive Wisdome, nay, they @asonant to our very Religion, and confirm evgoint
thereof. | question not but most of their Proposadsy seem Irregular to common Capacities; but witere
Prerogative and Power of Nature is known, therétindy quickly fall even, for they want not theirder and
Sobriety.

It will he expected perhaps, that | should speaketbing as to their Persons and Habitations, btitisnmy cold
Acquaintance will excuse me; or had | any Familjawith them, | should not doubt to use it with rdiscretion.
As for their Existence, (if | may speak like a Sohman,) there is great reason we should believesither do | see
how we can deny it, unless we grant, that Natustudied, and Books also written and publisheddmyesother
Creatures then Men. It is true indeed, that theioWledg at first was not purchased by their owrngDisitions, for
they received it from the Arabians, amongst whoretitained as the Monument and Legacy of the Childfeéhe
East. Nor is this at all improbable, for the East€ountries have been always famous for MagicalZeatet
Societies. Now am | to seek how far you will beiewe in this, because | am a Christian; and yeubtinot but
you will believe a Heathen, because Aristotle was. 0

Take them amongst you a more acceptable Ethnieghn®hilostratus, for thus he delivers himselhmlife of
Apollonius. He brings in his Tyaneus discoursingfv®rince Phraotes, and amongst other Questiom®ped to
the Prince, Apollonius asks him, Where he had aimPhilosophy, and the Greek Tongue, for amotigst
Indians (said this Greek) there are no Philosogh&csthis simple Quaere the Prince replies, [greekl] with a



notable Sarcasm, [greek], etc. Our Forefathers (&) did ask all those who came hither in shiphey were not
Pirates; for they conceived all the World (but tiseiwes) addicted to that vice, though a great Baeyou
Grecians ask not those strangers who come to f/they be Philosophers. To this he adds a verytlits Opinion
of the same Grecians, namely, that Philosophy, lwbfall Donatives is [greek] the Divinest, shoblel esteemed
amongst then as a thing indifferent, and propodterto all Capacities: And this, | am sure (sahhaBtes to
Apollonius) is a kind of Piracy tolerated amongstiy[greek] which being applyed here to Philosogtshould
make bold to render it Sacriledg. But the Prinagpeds, and schools his Novice, for such was Apuity who
was never acquainted with any one Mystery of Natus@derstand (saith he) that amongst you Gredlzere are
many Intruders, that injustly apply themselves bhdd3ophy, as being no way conformable to it: Theserp a
Profession which is not their own; as if they shidiiist rob men of their Clothes, and then weanththough never
so disproportionate; and thus do you proudly seramlborrowed Ornaments. And certainly, as Piratd® know
themselves liable to innumerable tortures, do keadttish and a loose kind of life: Even so amoggst these
Pirates and Plunderers of Philosophy are whollggito Lusts and Compotations; and this | suppoaa Bvil that
proceeds from the Blindness and Improvidence of y@ws. For should any Man-stealer be found amoymst or
should any adulterate your Coyn, these were Offe@apital, and punished with Death: But for such@amterfeit
and corrupt Philosophy, your Law corrects them neither have you any Magistrate ordained to thapgse.
Thus we see in what respect the Greek Sophistrywithghe Indians, and that clamorous Liberty theg to
distract one another; some of them being Epice@se Cynics, some Stoics, some again Peripatatidssome of
them pretended Platonics. It is not to be doulsatithe scuffling and squabling of these Sectatidst last
produce the Sceptic, who finding nought in the Sthbut Opposition and Bitterness, resolved foew oourse,
and secured his Peace with his Ignorance.

Phraotes having thus returned that Calumny, whigbllanius bestowed on the Indians, to the Bosomhisf
conceited Greek, gives him now an Accompt of his @wlledg, | mean the Brachmans, with the Exceltet
wholesom Severity of their Discipline. And hereahoot but observe the Insolence of Tyaneus, whagteeimeer
stranger in the Indies, notwithstanding runs infmaitive Absurdity, and before he had converset thie
Inhabitants, concludes them no Philosophers. Thadevianners of his | could (and perhaps not unjustrive
from the Customary Arrogance of his Country-menpséhkindness to their own Issue distinguish'd netGreeks
and the Sages: but the rest of the world they ididcated with a certain Sheep-mark of their owrd aranded
them with the name of Barbarians. How much an Asiparthis is, we shall quickly understand, if weeatl the
Prince in his Discourse, for thus he instructs Agols. Amongst us Indians (saith he) there arddwtadmitted to
Philosophy, and this is the manner of their Electit the Age of eighteen years the person to éetetl comes to
the River Hyphasis, and there meets with those Wise, for whose sake even you also Apollonius aneecinto
these parts. There he doth publiquely profess yaamtent desire and affection to Philosophy; fartsas are
otherwise disposed, are left to their own Libettyfollow what Profession they please. This dohe,rtext
consideration is, whether he be descended of hpagshts or no; and here they look back even &ethr
Generations, that by the Disposition and Qualitiethe Ancestors, they may guess at those of thikel Ghthey find
them to have been men of a known Integrity, they froceed to his Admission; but first they try hand prove
him with several Tentations. For example, whetlebé naturally modest, or rather acts a counteBshfulness
for a time, being otherwise impudent and lascividMbether he be sottish and gluttonous, or no: Wérdbe be of
an insolent bold spirit, and may prove Refractary disobedient to his Tutors? Now those that ppeiated to
examine him, have the skill to read his Qualitiehis countenance; for the Eyes discover most afsnidanners,
and in the Brows and Cheeks there are many extéfiditia, whereby Wise men, and such as are skifiehe
Mysteries of Nature, may discover our minds angakgions, as Images are discovered in a glass.candinly
since Philosophy amongst the Indians is had in geegat Honor, it is necessary that those who wknlav the
secrets of it, should be tempted and proved byaastible Tryals, before ever they be admitted.

This was then the Discipline of the Brachmans, iadéed of all the Magi in the Election and Proofhadir Pupils.
But all this was News to Apollonius, and therefbeeasks Phraotes, if these Wise-men, mentioneis iDiscourse,
were of the same order with those, who did sometimeet Alexander the Great, and had some Conferetite
him [greek], concerning Heaven, for it seems theyarAstrologers. To this the Prince answers, thege Planet-
mongers were the [greek], who were a people dightusthe Wars: [greek]; And for Knowledg (saith tiedy make
a great Profession of it, but indeed they know imgfhthat is Excellent. But he proceeds: [greek] €twse Wise-
men (saith he) who are truly such, dwell betweenRlver Hyphasis and Ganges, into which place Aldranever
came, not that he durst not attempt it, [greek]asut think (saith the Prince) the Reverence dubdw Mysteries
kept him off. To this he adds, that Alexander kriberRiver Hyphasis was passable, and that he miightease
beleagure the City, wherein these Magi did dwellegk], but their Tower (saith he) had he brougiki Wwim a
thousand such Souldiers as Achilles was, and thaesand such as Ajax, he could never have tak@o ithis he



gives his Reason, namely, that the Magi did noteveaky sallies to beat off their Enemies, but kegpinietly
within their gates, they destroyed them with Thurated Lightening.

Here was a story might have startled Apolloniusp\whew not the power of Gun-powder, but in thesedays
there is nothing more familiar and credible. Butwithstanding the Improvements of this fatal Inventare not
known even to the present Generations, for thed?sphy of Cornelius Agrippa, and the Powder of HBacon
were never yet brought to the Field. And now lehear the Friar himself, who discoursing of sevamhderful
Experiments, tells us amongst the rest of a s&watposition, which being form'd into Pills, orl&tBalls, and then
cast up into the Air, would break out into Thundansl Lightenings, more violent and horrible themsth of Nature.
Praeter vero haec (saith he) sunt alia stupendar&&atnam Soni velut Tonitrus et Coruscationesypddteri in
Aere: imo majori horrore quam illa qua fiunt, peaithiram. Nam modica materia adaptata, scilicet athtifatem
unius pollicis, sonum facit Horribilen, et Corusoaem ostendit vehementem: et hoc fit multis moglisbus
Civitas, aut Exercitus destruatur. Mira sunt hagquis sciret uti ad plenum in debita quantitatmateria. Thus he.
But let us return to Apollonius, for now he troiteel a Novice to the River Hyphasis, and carriehwitm a
Commendatory Letter to the Brachmans, having ragqddke Prince to tell them he was a good Boy. ltezse
admirable Eastern Magicians present him with suatiti@s as in very truth he was not capable oftFif all they
shew him (as Philostratus describes it) a certaimrd, or Sky-colour'd Water, and this Tincture wageamly
predominant in it, but with much Light and Brightse This strange Liquor (the Sun shining on it ab) attracted
the Beams or Splendor to it self, and did sink deamis, as if coagulated with the Heat, but refiéttethe Eyes of
the Beholders a most beautiful Rainbow. Here wesfzaperfect Description of the Philosophers Merchuy there
is somthing more behind. Apollonius confesseth llmsvBrachmans told him afterwards, that this Wetes
[greek], a certain secret Water, and that therehigasinder it, or within it, [greek] a Blood-red i#a In a word,
they told him that none might drink, or taste atthiquor, neither was it drawn at all for any oray uses After
this most mysterious Water, they shew him alsortaitemysterious Fire, and here for my part | dointend to
comment. From this Fire he is brought to certaibswr some such Vessels, whereof the one wasi¢hbeVessel
of Rain, and the other the Vessel of Winds: allakare most deep and excellent Allegories. Buteliarities
imply no more then the Rudiments of Magic.

Let us now come to the Medecine it self, and theieable Effects thereof. The Brachmans (saith Agpalis)
anointed their Heads [greek], with a gummy Mediciared this made their Bodies to steam at the paressweat
in that abundance, as if (saith he) they had putigechselves with Fire. This is enough to prove thitosophers.
And now let us see what kind of Habitation they,rettl how much a parallel it is to that place oelling of R. C.
which his Followers call Locus S. Spiritus. The ®/imen (saith Apollonius) dwelt on a little Hill, dfount, and on
the Hill there rested always a Cloud, in which lihdians housed themselves (for so the word sigg))fiend here
did they render themselves visible or invisiblethatir own will and discretion. This Secret of Isiility was not
known to the Dutch Boor, nor to his Plagiary, thatifor of the Manna: but the Fraternity of R. C. camve in this
white Mist. Ut nobiscum autem convenias (say th®gesse est hanc lucem cernas, sine enim hadryopessibile
est nos videre, nisi quando volumus. But Tyanellssus something more; namely, that the Brachmbhemsselves
did not know whether this Hill was compassed alvatht Walls, or had any Gates that did lead toritho; for the
Mist obstructed all Discoveries. Consider what yead, for thus some body writes concerning the tdtibn of R.
C. Vidi aliguando Olympicas domos, non procul aviglo et Civitate nota, quas S. Spiritus vocari gimamur.
Helicon est de quo loquor, aut biceps ParnassugjarEquus Pegasus fontem aperuit perennis aqhae ad
stillantem, in quo Diana se lavat, cui Venus UtiBsghjua, et Saturnus ut Anteambulo, conjungumtelligenti
nimium, Inexperto minimum hoc erit dictum.

But to clear the Prospect a little more, let ustfgzollonius in a certain speech of his to the Agigans, describing
this Elysium of the Brachnans: [greek] | have sgsaith he) the Brachmans of India dwelling on tlaetk, and not
on the Earth: they were guarded without Walls, possessing nothing, they enjoyed all things. Thigain
enough, and on this Hill have | also a desirewse, lif it were for no other Reason, but what thet8st sometimes
applyed to the Mountains: Hos primum Sol salutditmesque deserit. Quis locum non amet, dies lomgio
habentem? But of this place | will not speak anyentest the Readers should be so mad, as to &ntarsuspicion,
that | am of the Order.

| shal now therfore proceed to the Theory of thadBmans, and this only so far as their History giile me leave.
| find Jarchas then seated in his Throne, and dtiauthe rest of his Society, where having firgtqadd Apollonius
in the Seat Royal of Phraotes, Jarchas welcomesitimthis unconfined Liberty: [greek]. Propoundig he) what
Questions thou wilt, for thou art come to Men tkiadw all things. Here Tyaneus puts in, and veryelyigsks
them, What Principles the World was compounded ofthis the Brachmans reply, It was compoundedef t
Elements. Is it made then (saith Apollonius) of fimer Elements? No (said the great Jarchas) bhivef. Here the
Grecian is puzzled; for besides Earth (saith hd)\&fater, Air and Fire, | know not any thing: Whhaeh is this fifth



Substance? It is (saith Jarchas) the aether, viditie Element of Spirits: for those Creatures Wwhidcaw in the Air,
are Mortal; but those which draw in the aether,|lammortal. And here | cannot but observe the gtgasrance of
Apollonius, who being a profest Pythagorean, hacgnbeard of the aether, that famous Pythagoreaciple.

But let us come to his second Question, which lafthlers doth most betray his weakness and inseiffiy. He
requests Jarchas to inform him, Which of the Eleseras first made? To this Absurdity the learneddAman
answers like himself: They were made (said heatatince; and he gives this Reason for it, Becaod&ing
Creature is generated [greek], by peece-meals.\Wdmssa wholesom and a rational Tenet, for the Chaasfirst
made, and in that all the Elements at one andaime dnstant, for the World was manifested, and ginbout of the
Chaos, like a Chick out of an Eg. To this Apollanieplies like a pure Sophister: And must | thinért (saith he)
that the World is a living Creature? [greek] (salttichas) [greek]. Yes verily, if you reason rightor it giveth Life
to all things. Shall we then (saith Tyaneus) dal Male, or a Female Creature? Both, said the Biaehman:
[greek]. For the World being a Compound of bothufiges, supplies the Office of Father and Mothethia
Generation of those things that have life.

We are now come to Apollonius his last Philosophi@aere, and sorry | am that he had not the witrtqpound
either more or better Questions, but we must thkmtas they are. He asks Jarchas, whether the &atta Sea did
exceed in quantity? To this the Indian repliest thiae only consider'd the Mediterranean, or sarfer particular
Channel, the Earth without question did exceedifbydu speak (said he) [greek], concerning Hunyidir
Moisture in general, then verily the Earth is mietser then the Water, for it is the Water tharbep the Earth.
This indeed is sound Reason, and conformable bd#titipture and Nature: for the very Spirit thainsates and
supports the Universe, hath his Habitation in thestéh/

And now | suppose it is apparent to the understanBieaders (for others | would not have) that trecBmans
were not a fabulous, superstitious Society, but nfemsevere Doctrine, whose Principles were araerto the
very Rigour of Nature, and did not wanton beyondLav. | could wish Apollonius had been more aloleléal
with them, but so short was he of Philosophy, Heaknew not what to ask them, and that ample Lybehtich they
gave him, was all of it to no purpose. This is ckeasuch as know any thing out of his former Qesrivhich we
have already mentioned: but if we look on the oéstis Problems, they are most of them but so nidistorical
Fables, which he brought with him out of Greece, mow he begins to shake his Budget.

The first thing comes out, is the [greek], a Monstéhich Mandevil could never meet withall: andritiee questions
Jarchas [greek], concerning a certain Water otteur of Gold, and this indeed might signifie sdinieg, but that
he understood it literally, of common, ordinary W&grings: and therefore Jarchas tells him, thatdweer heard of
his Martichora, neither was it ever known, that &oyntains of golden Waters did spring in Indiat 8is is not
all: In the Rear of this strange Beast march thgnigs, the Sciapodes, and the Macrocephali: tolwimight be
added all the Animals in Lucian's History. But as @@mmonly say, that there is no Smoak without sbires so
amongst those foreign Fables came in some Indikgéiies, and probably the Brachmans themselvegived
then out, at once to declare and obscure their Keugyy

These Allegories are but two, and Jarchas insistshmpon them, besides a solemn Acknowledgemenate k)
There is no reason (said he) but we should betissee are such Things. The first of these two Myatas the
Pantarva, which Ficinus corruptly transcribes Panistaand of this Apollonius desired to know thethrumamely, if
there was such a Stone at all, and whether it washed with so strange a Magnetism, as to attoaittself all
other precious Stones? This Question the Brachiasfiss experimentally, for he had this goodlyrigt@bout
him, and favour'd Apollonius with the sight thereof

But for our better Information, let us hear Jarchiasself describe it, for he doth it so fully, tretvery ordinary
Capacity may go along with him. This Stone (saghik generated in certain earthy Caverns, someyfmds deep,
and hath in it such abundance of Spirit, that efiface of its Conception, the Earth swells up, arldst breaks
with the very Tumor. But to look out this Stoneldmgs not to every Body, for it vanisheth away esslit be
extracted with all possible Caution; only we thia Brachmans, by certain practises of our own ficehout the
Pantarva. These are the words of Jarchas, whershalluobserve, That he hath confounded the firdtssecond
Generation of the Stone, it being the Custom oRhidbosophers never to express their Mysteriesndidy. The
second Birth then he hath fully and clearly diseede for when the Philosophers first Earth is negisd with its
own milk, it swells, being impregnated with frequiémbibitions, till at last it breaks, and with afsheat sublimes;
and then ascends the Heavenly Sulphur, being freedhis Hell, for it leaves behind the Binarius,Teerra
Damnata, and is no more a Prisoner to that Drdss.first heavenly Sulphur is commonly called Petellata, et
Terra Margaritarum: but Raymund Lully calls it T&mr Terra, and in a certain place he describesigt tHac est
Tinctura (saith he) quae a vili Terra se spoliaglia multum nobili reinduit se. But elsewheregmgbing some
Caveats for the Rorid Work, he expressly mentibegfirst and second Sulphurs, commonly called Sulple



Sulphuribus. Hoc (saith he) intelligitur de Temaa non est separata a Vase, de Terra Terra.ST@imugh to
prove the Affinity of the Pantarva, and the Philaisers Stone.

Let us now return to Jarohas, for he proceedssitirsitructions, and Apollonius hears him to no psg The
Pantarva (saith he) after night discovers a Fireraght as day, for it is fiery and shining: buydu look on it in the
daytime, it dazles the eye with certain gleams anuScations. Whence this Light came, and what &, \tree
Brachman was not ignorant of: [greek] That Ligligshe) which shines in it, is a Spirit of admimBlower; for it
attracts to it self all things that are near itdArere he tells Tyameus, that if precious Stonee w@&st into the Sea,
or into some River, and this too confusedly, astéar scattered and dispersed one from anothethigeMagical
Stone being let down after then, would bring theyaia together; for they would all move towards Brantarva, and
cluster under it, like a swarm of Bees. This ishalltells him; but in conclusion he produceth hastRrva, in plain
terms he shewed him the Philosophers Stone, anitheulous Effects thereof. The second Secretlwhic
Apollonius stumbled on, for he knew it not as ar8gavas the Gold of the Gryphons, and this alsohies doth
acknowledg, but | shall forbear to speak of it, Iftwld it not altogether convenient.

It is time now to dismiss Apollonius, and his Brawns, and this | will do; but | shall first preveart Objection,
though a sorry one, for Ignorance makes use afadls. It will be said perhaps, | have been toaltvaith
Apollonius, who, in the opinion of many men, andlsas would be thought learned, was a very greiadeipher.
To this | answer, that | question not any mansilieay. let them think of themselves as they pleasd;if they can,
let them be answerable to their thoughts: But ag\fmllonius, | say, the noise of his Miracles dithose of Xavier,
may fill some credulous ears, and this sudden Lanay procure him Entertainment: but had these Adirsir
perused his History, they had not betrayed so muedkness, as to allow him any sober Charactes titie,
Philostratus attributes many strange performareégn, as that he should raise the Dead, free Hirfteen Prison,
and shake off his Chains, with as much DivinitySa®eter himself: Nay, that pleading with Domitiara full
Senate, he should suddenly vanish away, and bgdtad in a moment from Rome to Puteoli. Truly ¢hage great
effects; but if we consider only what Philostratimself will confess, we shall quickly find that #iese things are
but his Inventions. For in the Beginning of his Romoe, where he would give his Readers an Accomipisof
Materials, and from what hands he received thentelfeeus, that Damis, who was Apollonius his felltraveller,
did write his Life, and all the Occurrences theréaft these Commentaries of Damis (saith he) wevemn
published by Damis himself, only a friend of hiss@ame-body, [greek] a certain familiar of Damis danmunicate
them [greek] to Julia the Queen. And here Philbssrgells me, that this Queen commanded him tetrdve these
Commentaries. It seems then they were originaliftewr in the Greek, and Philostratus is a meer Jeabler, and
no Author. This | cannot believe, for Damis wasfesyrian, and, as he himself confesseth, a veryragrt person,
and altogether illiterate: but meeting with Apolies, [greek] and conversing with the Greeks, he alas almost
made a Grecian, but not altogether, not so leaar@decian as to write Histories, and in a stile likat of
Philostratus. But this is not all: Our Author tells of one Maeragenis, who had formerly writtenlttie of
Apollonius in four Books: but this fellow (saith Ywas ignorant of the Performances or Miraclesysrieus. And
what follows this Ignorance? [greek] We must netréfore believe Maragenis. And why not | beseecai?yo
Because forsooth he lived near, if not in the d#fy&pollonius, but never heard of those monstr@ides which
Philostratus afterwards invented. We must therelelPhilostratus himself, for he is the [greek}, the familiar
friend, but the familiar spirit of Apollonius: itas he indeed that wrought all these Wonders, falldpius himself
never wrought any.

Now for the Learning of this Tyaneus (since ithie pleasure of some men to think him learned) Itrooisfess for
my part | cannot find it. The Philosophy that hetpnded to, was that of Pythagoras, for thus his rato Vardanes
the Babylonian: [greek], etc. | am a Master (shih of the Wisdom of Pythagoras the Samian, hehtamg the
true form of worshipping the gods, and who of thema visible, who invisible, and how | may come peak with
them. How true this is, we may easily know, if welk back on his Education. His Tutor in the Pythraga
Principles was one Euxenus, a notable Sot, andea lgeorant, as Philostratus tells us. He washsait Author)
an Epicure in his course of life; and for his Laagy he could only repeat some sentences of Pythagbut did not
understand them: and therefore he compares himrtaic Mimic Birds, who are taught their [greekjdeatheir
[greek], but know not what the words signifie. Nasvat Instructions he was like to receive from thisn, let any
indifferent Reader judg.

But we have something more to say: for if Apollaniuhen he was at Babylon, could converse with dusgwhy
did he afterwards desire to be taught of men? Fanvwhe comes to India, he requests the Brachmaaadh him
the Art of Divination. Certainly, had he been faalwith Angels and Spirits, he had not troubleeinthwith such a
Question. These indeed are the slips of Philostratho had the Art of Lying, but wanted the Artéémory. In
another place he tells us, that Apollonius undes{greek], all the Languages that men did spedt,vehich is
more miraculous, even their secret Cogitationss Thimuch indeed, but shortly afterwards he forgetse strange



perfections: for when he brings him to Phraoteat slerious Eastern Prince, there doth he use arpister; for
Tyaneus, who formerly understood all languagesldcoat understand the language of the Prince; arfdrsvas he
from knowing his secret thoughts, that he did maiv« in how many languages he could express thasgttis: for
when the Prince was pleased to express himsdikisteek Tongue, Tyaneus was quite dejected, ahehach
wonder how he came to be a Master of that Dialatv if any man will say, that the Brachmans did artigheir
Mysteries to him, it is apparent enough they dit fbis is it which even Damis tells us: for Apailas (saith he)
requested nothing of the Brachmans, but certaimnBiary Tricks, by which he might foretell things¢ome. And
here Jarchas takes occasion to discourse with himtd&Revelations, for he speaks not of any Prograisig
Knacks, which this Greek did look after. He telismtihen, that he judg'd him a most happy man, whdd:obtain
any Fore-knowledg at the hands of God, and prdsattta the Ignorant, which he did already foregesfor Rules
to divine by, he prescribes not any, for it was gooss an Error for such a Philosopher as Himstdfonly tells

him, That he should lead a pure life, and keep éihspotless from the Flesh. One passage indeed ikewhich |
cannot omit: Jarchas informs Apollonius, that ¢fGifts imparted to Man by Revelation, [greek]; T¢tdefest (said
he) is the Gift of Healing, or Medicine. But thigélenly, and most Beneficial Truth, Apollonius was sensible
of: for he was so great a stranger to the Secfédatre, that he did not know what to ask for. Fyrown part, if |
durst think him a Philosopher, | should seat hirthwtlie Stoics; for he was a great Master of Momledities, and
this is all the Character | can give him. As foil&tratus, if we were not even with him, | shothéhk he had
much abused us: for when he pen'd his History]lbe/d us no Discretion, who were to come after hircould be
sorry for some Absurdities he hath fastened orhdaradid not the Principles of that glorious Braahmefute them.
What they are, | shall not tell you, for | am ca&fil to a Preface, and cannot proportion my Diseotarshe deserts
of my Subject.

And here some Critic may drop his Discipline, aidibe face about, for | am wide of my Text, the istgcof R. C.
| have indeed exceeded in my service to the Braokpiaut in all that there was no Impertinencyd idli to shew
the Conformity of the old and new Professors: duiglis so far from Digression, | can think it n@aDemonstration.
For when we have Evidence that Magicians have bemmproof also that they may be; since it carmdtenyed,
but Presidents exclude Impossibility. | hold itth@orth our observation, that even those Magi, séume to Christ
himself, came from the East: but as we cannot ptioee were Brachmans, so neither can we provewssg not.
Now if any man will he so cross, as to contendifier Negative, he shall have my thanks for the atdhggnhe allows
me; for then it must follow, that the East affordadre Magical Societies then one. But this poimtéd not insist
on: for the learned will not deny, but Wisdom arigHt were first manifested in the same parts, ngnelthe East,
where the first Man planted: and hence did the Weteive not only their Religion, but their Phidpsy, for
Custom hath distinguished those Two. From this Fioralso, this living, Oriental One, did the Breitk of R. C.
draw their wholesom Waters: for their Founder reegihis Principles at Damcar in Arabia, as theim&awill
instruct you at large. It was not amiss then,gp&nt my hour in that bright Region, and payd akwgaatitude to
those Primitive Benefactors: for 'tis a Law with,m@ii aquam hauris, puteum corona.

But that | may come at last to the Subject intendistiall confess for my part, | have no acquaiogawith this
Fraternity as to their Persons; but their Doctfiaen not so much a stranger to. And here, for thaders
satisfaction, | shall speak something of it, nattthwould discover or point at any particulars: fieat's a kindness
(as they themselves profess) which they have mairfg man, nisi absumpto Salis Modia, till thegffieat a Bushel
of Salt with him. They tell us then, that the Fared Spirit of God did work upon the Earth and thet&v, and out of
them, did the Spirit extract a pure clear Substawbéch they call the Terrestrial Heaven: in thisaden the Spirit
(say they) seated himself, impressing his Imageetheand out of this Heavenly clarified Extrachpregnated with
the Influx and Image of the Spirit, was form'd thadst noble Creature, whom we call MAN. This firsatter of
Man (as they describe it) was a liquid transpaBait, a certain bright Earth, purified by a sup&ure Agent; and
temper'd with a strange unctuous Humidity, enlightewith all the Tinctures of the Sun and Staraids$ and is the
Minera of all Creatures; and this Society doth asiedg it to be their very Basis, and the first &titat leads to all
their Secrets. This Earth or Water (call it whicduywill, for it is both) naturally produceth theélgent, but it comes
not to their hands without Art. By their Agent lderstand their Fire, commonly called Mas Aquae c¥nls, Sol
invisibilis, Filius Solis, Astrum inferius, Fabeceultus, Intrinsecus; with a thousand other naités sans all
Metaphors [greek] and that | may speak Truth ewethé phrase of Aristotle, it is [greek] This igtlrire which
Zoroaster calls [greek]. In plain terms, it is fhiacture of the Matrix, a fiery, radiant Soul, tteatlls up another
Soul like it self: for it awakes the Anima of theektury, which is almost drown'd in a cold and phtagjc Lethe.
And here Reader, let it he thy Endeavor to undedsthe Philosophers: for they tell us, that Gofirst created the
Chaos, and afterwards divided it into three Pogid@f the first he made the Spiritual World, of #ezond the
Visible Heavens, and their Lights; but the third avorst part was appointed for this Sublunary Bogd Out of this
course and remaining Portion he extracted the Bieah@uintessence, or first Matter of all Earthlyifdgs, and of



this the four Elements (for there is such a boldh#metic) were made. Now Reader guess, if thou kiogtv the
Matter, for it may be thou art one of those whoamive themselves to be Some-body. | tell theeTthiory is
Raymund Lully's, and if thou canst make nothingt,dfcan without a figure tell thee how wise thad. There are
in the World as many sorts of Salts, as there peeigs, and the Salts differ as the Species doglyamssentially;
for the Specific Forms lie in the Salt. Now leafmge that there is no true Physic, but what isaft:3or Salt was
never known to putrifie, nay it hinders Putrifactiand Corruption in all things, and what hindersrGgtion,
hinders all Diseases. Now it is evident to all ¥erld, that Salt hinders Corruption, and a Solutéthe parts, and
this not only in living Things, but even in deaddses: for if they be season'd with Salt, then heg/fpreserved, and
Corruption comes not at them. It is to be obserttet, Virgil in the Cure of Aeneas brings in his ter Venus
with a Panacea, or an Universal Medicine:

occulte Medicans, spargitque salubres

Ambrosias succos, et odoriferam Panaceam.

This word is much abused by certain Alchimiststhey call themselves: but Servius upon the Pldsautg it is
Nomen mire compositum, and he observes out of ltusethat the Panacea was Salt. It is true, thaeicould
putrifie Salt, it would discover all the MysterieENature, for it hath all the Tinctures in it: lotdestroy this
substance, is a hard task, for he that would daoust do something more, then Death can do, fon bee
Prerogative comes not so far. Moreoever it caneatdnyed, but some Wise men have attain'd to ttidgmtion of
Salts, but this Key they received from God, arid the great Secret of their Art.

What | admire most in it, is this: That when ikisd, it dyes not, but recovers to a better lifdhich is a very strange
priviledge. On the contrary, if some Animal dydsan Herb withers, or if some mettal be calcin'd #me parts
thereof truly separated, we can never restore #gain: but this Mystical substance, this Root efworld, if you
bring his parts together, after they are separdted, will not he be quiet, but run from one Comjue to another,
from this Colour to that: as from Green to RednfrBed to Black, from Black to a Million of Coloursnd these
miraculous Alterations will not cease, till he hatbrk'd out his own Resurrection, and hath clebrbught himself
to a Super-natural Temperature. | say then thatiStie true Grain, the Seed not onely of thisleydsut of the
next, and it is the Mystery that God hath mades & living water, wherein there dwels a divineeland this Fire
binds the parts thereof to himself, coagulates ttemd stops their flux, and Salt is the water, Wets not the Hand.
This Fire is the life, and therefore it hinders Deaay it is such a preservative against it, thatvery gross Body
of Salt prevents Corruption, wheresoever it corBes.if any man would fully know the power of thig €, let him
wisely and effectually dislodge him, let him destitos Habitation, and then he shall see, what eothis Artist will
take, to repair his own House. Do not think nowt thepeak of common Salts, though | confess theygaeat
Medicines, if rightly prepared.

| told thee formerly, there were several sorts@fss and here | would have thee study lest thgdad should end
with that Complaint of the Chimist in Sendivogilsipidem (saith he) amissum deplorabat, et maximeaebat,
guod Saturnum non interrogaverit, quale S A L haarif, cum tor varia Genera Salium reperiantuhdllsadvise
thee then to consider the several Divisions of@haos, which | have formerly mention'd out of RaywhdLully, for
the matter as it is there describ'd, is not sulifeobany Complexions, and therefore thy Mistakesoabe many.
And now let us touch at the Treasures of our Saliigior, and our liquid Salt. Veniamus quaesotfsane) ad
illum spiritus, seu Aquae gradum, qui nobis seflisihimagisque familiaris est; Naturaque aereaigmstliligenti
Inquisitione scrutemur, in cuius Occulto mirabiielitescunt: videlicet, Angeli onnium Generum, Farrarum
inferiorum Essentificae, Humidum radicale cuiusifisentis, Ignis spissi Nutrimentum, Admirabiles Metorum
apparitiones, ventorum cuiusque Anguli violentaggtiones, et infinita alia Mysteria. And now pepsahou dost
begin to bless thy self: for is it possible (saysiu) that any bodily substance should inclose $digéteries as
these? In this, my Friend, thou has thy Libertgubie not thy self about it, for thy faith will adebthing to it, and
thy Incredulity cannot take any Thing from it. Tlisely thou shalt do, be pleased to give way tesenyciness: for |
must tell thee, | do not know that Thing, which ayrcall Impossible. | am sure there are in Natueeys of all
sorts, and answerable to all Desires: and evere thery powers are subject to us. Behold, | willldexunto thee
their Generation, and their secret Descents evérigdearth. It is most certain that God works lby tdea's of his
own minde, and the Idea's dispence their Sealscamnunicate them dayly to the Matter. Now the Aaiktundi
hath in the fixed starrs, her particular FormsSeminal Conceptions answerable to the ldea's dbdiviee minde:
and here doth she first receive those spiritualdts\and Influences, which originally proceed fromdGFrom this
place they are conveyed to the Planets, espetialhe Sun and Moon, and these two great Lightaririhem to
the Air, and from the Air they pass down to thelel Matrix of the Earth in prolific, spirited Wds and Waters.
Seeing then that the Visible Heavens receive tlighBress of the Spiritual World, and this Earth Breghtness of
the Visible Heavens, why may not we find somettongearth, which takes in this Brightness, and cahends in
it self the Powers of the two superior Worlds? Nbthere he such a Subject to he found, | supposélinot be



denyed, but the Powers of the Angelical and Cele¥fiorlds are very strange Powers, and what thahish they
cannot do, is hard to determine.

The Subject then is the Salt | have spoken of fosmi is the Body of the Universal Spirit, [grdek is the Sperm
of Nature, which she prepares for her own Lighif ag should prepare Oyl for a Lamp. A strange Sabce it is,
but very common, and of some Philosophers mosteplppalled, Salina virens, et Mirabilis.

And here it will not be amiss to speak somethinthefCabalists Linea viridis, or green Line, a Mygtnot rightly
apprehended even by some of the Mekkubalim, bthiody the Modern Rabbins know it not at all. Itlie last
Midah or Propriety of the Sephiroths, for it re@s\and includes all the Influences of the SphadtOrder. It
compasseth the Heavens, and in them the Eartha lgteen Rain-bow, or one vast Sphere of Viridityd from this
Viridity the divine Influences are showr'd downdiRain through the aether into the Globes of tkedfiStars: for
what the Air is to the Globe of the Earth, sucthis aether to the Globes of the Stars, and hesalgecret of the
Mekkubalim, for they tell us, there is a double Mgnin duplici Aere. But of this enough. | will naspeak of the
Philosophers Secret, and blessed Viridity, whicto ise seen and felt here below. It is the Protéiise old Poets;
for if the Spirit of this green Gold be at Libertyhich will not be till the Body is bound, then Wlile discover all the
Essences of the Universal Center.

Tum variae illudent species, atque ora Ferarum:

Fiet enim subito sus horridus, atraque Tigris,

Squamosusque Draco, et salva cervice Leaena:

Aut acrem flammis sonitum dabit, atque ita Vinclis

Excidet, aut in Aquas tenues dilapsus abibit;

Omnia transformat sese in miracula Rerum,

Ignemque Horribilemque feram, Fluviumgue liguentem.

But this is Poetry: let us now hear the same Sdeseribed by a most excellent, and withall a seReoéessor of
Philosophy. Ubi vera spiritus (saith he) excessitgilibus, per quos sparsus erat, meatibus, esiQuommi
prorsum Colluvie purgatus, in infinitas sese aittfdirmas; modo in Herbam, modo in Lapidem, autisolitum
guoddam Animal: Interdum in Aquor, aut Unionem, @emmam, aut Metallum: dulceque rubentibus iam Ri&amn
emicans, in multas statim colorum Myriadas trangitifque portentorum semper Effector, ac Magus, is
nequaguan fatiscens labore, sed vigore ac viritdies adolescens. Thus he.

And now Reader | must tell thee, that all theseallis grow out of a certain Earth, a soft red Ghayich is to be
found every where. It may be thou art much troulalethese Appearances which | have mentioned, bat wilt
thou say to lamblichus, who tells us seriouslyt this Earth will attract Angels, | mean good Sgi?ifor so did he.
But let us hear this Auditor of Anebo, for thusvagtes from Aegypt to Porphyrius. Omnium prima {edie) et
Antiquissima Entia, in Ultimis quoque stibrutilahthmaterialiaque principia materialibus adsunt. létaque
miretur, si quam materiam esse dicius puram, aju@am. Nam ipsa quoque materia, quum ab OpifRareque
Omnium facta sit, merito perfectionem sui quandanguasivit, aptam ad Deos suscipiendos. Quinetiaomyunihil
prohibet superiora Lumen suum ad Inferiora diffured@eque igitur materiam permittunt expertem fore
Superiorum. Quapropter quantumcunque materia garfeet purum est, atque deiforme, ad Deorum stiscem
non est ineptum. Nam quum oportuerit etiam Terran modo Divinae Communionis expertia fore, igseque
TERRA divinam quandam portionem suscepit, ad cajgemeos sufficientem. Non ergo fas est omnem, fidae
detestari, sed solam, qua Diis fuerit aliena; Hempivero ad illos decet eligere, utpote qua com&epbssit: Neque
enim aliter Terrenis locis, et hominibus hic habiifaus, possessio, portiove ulla ex Divinis congirggpotest, nisi
TALE quiddam prius iactum fuerit FUNDAMENTUM. Arcanitaque Sermonibus credendum est, Testantibus a
DEIS per Beata Spectacula, Traditam fuisse MATERIGMANDAM, Haec ergo illis ipsis Tradentibus cognata
est. Talis ergo Materia Deos excitat, ut se demenstetc. These are the words of lamblichus, &t pnofound
Discourse of his, where he gives Porphyrius an Aqatoof the Aegyptian, Caldean, and Assyrian Mysteri

| know the Philosophical Earth discovers not thBsems | have spoken of in the common, ordinary &ssgcwhich
if any man knows, | shall not therefore call hirRlgilosopher. There are several ways to use thigeviysboth first
and last: and some of them may be communicatedsdmé not. To conclude, | say, that this clarifiedth is the
Stage of all Forms, for here they are manifestagllinages in a Glass: and when the Time of theinifdatation is
finished, they retreat into that Center, out ofabhat first they came. Hence came all VegetableMinerals, and
all the Animals in the World; even Man himself wih his Tumult and Principality. This Soft Claytlee Mother of
them all: and what the Divine Virgil sometimes safdtaly, may be very properly applyed to this @aturnine and
Soveraign Earth.

Haec dedit Argenti Rivos, Aerisque Metalla

Ostendit venis, atque Auro plurima fluxit.

Haec genus acre Virum: Marsos, Pubemque Sabellam,



Assuetumque Malo Ligurem, Volscosque verutos

Extulit: Haec Decios, Marios, magnosque Camillos.

Salve magna parens frugum, Saturnia Tellus, MagnanW

Thus Reader have | endeavor'd to produce some Reé&sothose strange Effects, whereof this Sodiath made a
public Profession. | did it not as a Kindness tenth for | pen no Plots, neither do | desire thaimiiarity. | am
indeed of the same Faith with them, and | have phatac'd, because | had the Impudence to thioéritern'd me
as much as them. And verily it is true, that whees®r | meet my own Positions, there have | arrdsteand | am
as much bound to the Defence of that Author, as tamy own. Now for the Ground here layd, it is t#hrt of
Water, the Philosophers Clavis humida, and thisefies Parergon. | dare not speak any thing of tdeitaphysical
Mystery, but | can tell thee it is not the samehtite Philosophers Stone, either in Form or Ma#ted, let this
satisfie thee. | know some Dispositions are soxtoshese Principles, | might write again to excu$at | have
written, but this | am resolved not to do.

If thou art a malicious Reader, and dost thinkd much, because it suits not with thy own Ginglesust tell thee,
thou art none of my Peers: for | have known somierses which thou hast never heard of, nor thyefatbefore
thee. But to make an end, | would have every maneatal into himself, and rationally consider thosmé&ations
which are obvious to our eyes. We see there issepgranted to man over those Things, whose Otligi@aloth
know: Examples and Instances we have in Corn, #ret & egitables, whose seed being known to the ahaiman,
he can by the seed Multiply his Corn, and provimtehimself, as he thinks fit. It is just so in Miaés, there is a
seed out of which Nature makes them, a first madted this the Magicians carefully sought afteytreasoned
with themselves, that as Nature by the Vegetaldd,s#id multiply Vegetables, so might they alsatey Minerall
seed, multiply Minerals. When they had found oetdked, they practic'd upon it several wayes: digghut it up
in Glasses, keeping it in a most equall temperaég, ior many moneths together, but all was tourpgse. Then
did they fancy another Course, for they buried ithe Earth, and left it there for a long time, Without any
success. At last they considered, God without@distjon being their Guide, that Nature had for geered a Vessel
of her own, and that all her Vessels were but séwerts of Earth: For example, The Vegetable $eelithe
Common Earth for his Vessel, for therein Naturestid/ it. The Animal Sperm had the Flesh for hig] fiesh is
but a soft animated Earth, as it appears in thedhition of the Body. They saw plainly then, thattbthese
Vessels were not appointed for the Mineral Spehey tvere too cold for it, and common fire was tog; bor if it
were well regulated, yet could it not alter the I8pefor it had not the Qualities of a Matrix. Theid they try
several new Heats: they exposed their Matter t&the they buried it in Dunghills and beds of Qliiok, they
placed their Glasses in the Moon-beams, they ime¢enéw Baths, they made use of sand, ashes, amgs fif Iron,
they burnt Oyl, and fancied all sorts of Lamps, &lithis was Error, and it ended in a troublesoathihg. Now all
these Falsities shall a man meet with in their Boédr when they had found out the Mineral Vesarl] especially
the second Earth, wherein they sow'd their Mereumy Sulphur, then did they so confound the Word ithis
almost impossible to get the Preparation out df tiends. This | thought fit to touch upon, thaadgh Difficulties,
which great and aspiring Wits must strive withalhy be the more apparent, and surely | think | hregy well
clear'd the way. Thus Reader have | given thee esy Advise, and now it remains thou shouldst ttaiha for it. It
may be thou hast a free Spirit, but if this Lib#&yatoncerns not thy Credit, keep thy Spleen togél, for | would
not have thee spend what thou canst well spareD8ol Gloria.

A Short
Advertisement
To the Reader

This Advertisement, Reader, invites thee not tobmgging, for | would give thee no such Directionsy Nature
being more Melancholy, then Sociable. | would orteliithee how Charitable | am, for having purpgsahitted
some Necessaries in my former Discourse, | hava spoond Thoughts resolved against that silence.

There is abroad a bold ignorance, for Philosophté her Confidents, but in a sense different frobemMadams.
This Generation | have sometimes met withall, aast they should ride, and repent, | thought itamoitss to shew
them the Praecipieces. The second Philosophicak iscommonly cal'd the gross work, but 'tis ofithe greatest
Subtilties in all the Art. Cornelius Agrippa, knele first Preparation, and hath clearly discovétdolt the
Difficulty of the second made him almost an enemkis own Profession. By the second work, | undecinot
Coagulation, but the Solution of the Philosophigalt, a secret which Agrippa did not rightly knaas, it appears by
his practise at Malines, nor would Natelius teaich, ior all his frequent, and serious intreatiekisTwas it, that
made his necessities so vigorous, and his puraeak, that | cam seldome finde him in a full fojuBut in this,
he is not alone: Raymund Lully the best Christiatishthat ever was, received not this MysterierfrArnoldus for



in his first Practises he followed the tedious cammrocess, which after all is scarce profitablere¢-he met with a
Drudgerie almost invincible, and if we add the Taskhe Time, it is enough to make a Man old. Nenas so
strange an Ignoramus in this Point, that if theuBoh and Purgation were performed in three ydarshought it a
happy work. George Ripley labour'd for new Invensipto putrifie this red Salt, which he enviousiyschis gold:
and his knack is, to expose it to alternat fite@fl and heat, but in this he is singular, and Fabso wise he will
not understand him. And now that | have mentiomitdd¥, | must needs say that Tubal-Cain himselastof the
right Solution, for the Process he describes hattany thing of Nature in it.

Let us return then to Raymund Lullie, for he wagseat a Master, that he perform'd the Solutiofrainovem
Dies, and this Secret he had from God himselfttigr is his Confession. Nos (saith he) de priranigredine a
paucis cognita, benignum Spiritum extrabere affgets pugnam ignis vincentem, et non victum, lggatsibus
corporis multoties palpavimus, et oculis proptiisn vidimus, Extractionis tamen ipsius notitiammiaabuimus
guacunque Scientiarum, vel arte: ideoque sentiebarac adhuc aliqua rusticitate excaecatos, qula mddo eam
comprehendere valuimus, donec alius Spiritus prigespirans a patre Luminum descendit, tanquars su
nullatenus deserens, aut a se Postulantibus defjdigui in somniis tantam claritatem mentis nostradis infulsit,
ut lllam intus et extra, remota omni figura, gratiselare dignatus est, insatiabili bonitate ndisiendo,
demonstrans ut ad eam implendam disponeremus cadpusam naturalem decoctionem secretam, qua penitu
ordine retrogrado cum pungenti lancea, tota eitisr@an meram Nigredinem visibiliter dissolveretHiere lyes the
knot, and who is he that will untye it? for saitie tsame Lully, it was never put to Paper, and hesgihis Reason
for it. Quia Solius dei est ae revelare, et honwindie Maiestati subtrahere nititur, cum soli Dedipentia vulgat
spiritu prolationis humanae, aut literarum seri@perea operationem illam habere non poteris, sgioel
spiritualiter prius fueris Divinitatis meritis comgbatus. Quia hoc secretum a nemine mortali Redelarest,
praeterquam ab Almo spiritu, qui ubi vult, spilhseems then the greatest Difficulty is not in @eagulation or
production of the Philosophicall Salt, but in thetriéfaction of it, when it is produced. Indeed thigees best with
the sence of the Philosophers, for one of thosediians tels us, Qui scit SALEM, et eius SOLUTIOWEcit
SECRETUM OCCULTUM antiqguorum Philosophorum.

Alas then! what shall we do? whence comes our Imeligence? | am afraid here is a sad Truth fone body.
Shall we run now to Lucas Rodargirus, or have wedarsty Manuscripts, that can instruct us? Welldeeathou
seest how free | am grown, and now | could disceeenething else, but here is enough at once. Hdadkeed tell
thee of the first and second sublimation, of a deMativity, Visible and Invisible, without whiclhné matter is not
alterable, as to our purpose. | could tell thee afsSulphurs simple, and compounded, of three Atg¥ive, and as
many Salts, and all this would be new news (aBthek-men phrase it) even to the best Learned irlgfwg

But | have done, and | hope this Discourse hathdeatolished any man's Castles, for why should tlespair,
when | contribute to their Building? | am a hedbigpensero, and if they have got any thing by meghhmgood may
it do them. It is my onely fear, they will mistakden they read, for were | to live long, which | aomfident | shall
not, | would make no other wish, but that my yeaight be as many as their Errors. | speak notahtof any
contempt, for | undervalue no man; It is my Expeciein this kind of learning, which | ever made Buysiness,
that gives me the boldness to suspect a possibflilye same faylings in others, which | have foimchy self. To
conclude | would have my Reader know, that thed3bjphers finding this life subjected to Necessiig] that
Necessity was inconsistant with the Nature of thel Shey did therefore look upon Man, as a Creaturiginally
ordained for some better State then the presanthifowas not agreeable with his spirit. This tioumade them
seek the Ground of his Creation, that if possitiiey might take hold of Libertie, and transcendDigpensations
of that Circle, which they Mysteriously cal'd Faldow what this really signifies not one in ten teand knows, and
yet we are all Philosophers.

But to come to my purpose, | say, the true Philasepdid find in every Compound a double Complexion
Circumferential, and Central. The Circumferentialsscorrupt in all things, but in some things altbge venomous:
The Central not so, for in the Center of everyghimere was a perfect Unity, a miraculous indissi@Concord of
Fire and Water. These two Complexions are the Mahiim and the Occultum of the Arabians, and theigtrene
another, for they are Contraries. In the Centselitthey found no Discords at all, for the Diffece of Spirits
consisted not in Qualities, but in Degrees of Essend Transcendency. As for the Water, it wasrofith the
Fire, for it was not common, but aethereal. InCahters this Fire was not the same, for in somad only a Solar
Spirit, and such a Center was called, Aqua SoligjadCoelestis, Aqua Auri, et Argenti: In some adha Spirit
was more then Solar, for it was super-coelestia, Metaphysical: This Spirit purged the very rasibSoul, and
awakened her Root that was asleep, and therefohreasGenter was called, Aqua Igne tincta, Aquargarg,
Candelas accendens, et Domum illuminans. Of babetWaters have | discoursed in those small Texctdiave
published; and though | have had some Dirt casteator my pains, yet this is so ordinary | mindat, for whiles
we live here we ride in a High-way. | cannot thhiikn wise who resents his Injuries, for he setst@ ugon things



that are worthless, and makes use of his Spleerewtie Scorn becomes him. This is the Entertainthpravide
for my Adversaries, and if they think it too cogriet them judg where they understand, and they fasybetter.

Golden and Rosy Cross

This well known image of the Goden and Rosy Croas @riginally found in the 18th century German neamipts
of theGeheime figuremvhich was printed in 1785 and 1788.
Back to Rosicrucian texts
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Crozg, raade of pure Gold,

This is the Galden and Razy|
wears on his Breast,

which every Brother|

FARYE [ T Sy HOPE.

Hear, 0 my Son, and receie my sayinge;

The docleinn af Jesue Chrisl surpatees the
dovleine of all the Holy Ones, and the
bethers whi have God s Spirit, find therein
the seceel Marne and ihe Philsepher's
Sém.jg.{'_ﬂll bapgens however thal many
peaple as seon as they bear the Gozpel and
the speech of the Wize, derive no inspication
therefcom. Therefore they have nob the
EN{:E.S;.—I'.'H of Christ, But whoseever wonld pnder-
stand the wards of ©heizf and Fathom Hix

nnk strabde. Take fast hold of instraction: TINCTUE. wine =a¥ings, must s conduct his entire life
thal be iy beeome Cheiztolike Taimaelf,

and the years of thy life shall be many.
I bave Laught fhes in the way of wiadom:
I have led thee in the right paths When
thou gotst thy steps chall not be strait-

ened: and when thou runnest, thou shall

et her nid go- kesp her for she & thy

life.  Proe. [¥or.l0. And T will shosw pou greet ord mighiy Shings,
Serem, XXX



