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INTRODUCTION.

TuE Prapancha is the extended universe composed of
the five elements ( Mahabhita ) or “Ether,” “Air,” “Fire,”
“Water,” “Earth.” The title of the work, therefore, means
the essence, or the account, of the Prapancha.

This celebrated text is attributed to the great philosopher
and devotee Sharhkaricharya. At the time printing was
commenced it had not been previously published but after
the receipt of the Text from the press and when this Intro-
duction was being prepared, the nineteenth and twentieth
volumes of the collected works of Sharmkara were published
by the Vazi Vilasa Press, at Srirangam, Madras, containing
the present work. An examination, however, of its text has
shown it to contain some errors and therefore this present
edition, even apart from the Introduction which follows,
will not prove to be unnecessary.

In preparing this edition use has been made of three
manuscripts : one in the possession of the Asiatic Society of
Bengal ; another the property of the Varendra Anusandhana
Samiti of Rajshahi ; and a third belonging to Sj. Akskaya
Kumara Maitra. This third manuscript was formerly the
property of the late Achalananda Swami and is, according to
the information of one of his Shisiyas, in the Guru’s own
handwriting.

As [ have said this work is in India currently attributed
to Sharmkara the author of the Sharirakabhasiya and was,
therefore, included in the collection above mentioned. The
author of the Prapanchasiravivarama states that Shiva is
the author of this work through his incarnation ( Avatara )
the philosopher Shamkara. The names of other Sham-
karas occur in Tantrik literature such as the son or Kamala-
kara the author of the Vaisanatattvabodhini or Tararahasya-
vrittikd, and the Sharmkara who is a commentator upon
the Shazchakraniripaza published as the second volume of
this series. The colophon at the end of the Madras edition

refers to its composer as Bhagavan Shamkardcharya, a
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INTRODUCTION

which 1s only applied to the author of the Shariraka-
bhaszya who is believed to have been an incarnation of
Shiva Himself. It 1s not stated, however, whether that
colophon appears in the manuscript from which the Madras
editton was prepared In the three manuscripts on which
this edition 1s based there is no such colophon Whether,
however, the work 1s rightly accredited 1s another question
It 1s common knowledge that in the history of all religions,
works are attributed to great names to gamn for them an
authority which their real author could not perhaps have
achieved Doubtless some writings which pass under the
great name of Sharhkara are not really his 1 have pointed
this out 1n connection with one of the hymns attributed to
him and which I have published ( 1) 1n collaboration with my
wife Ellen Avalon So again we find the Tardpajjhaska
Stotra ( which 1s given in the Tantrik compendium the Tara-
rahasyavssttika  above mentioned ) attributed to Shamka-
racharya though the same hymn 1s elsewhere m another
manuscript ascribed to the Atharvaniyo Upanistad (2 ) In
suppott of the accredited authorship I have been referred, in
addition to the general style, and authoritative tone of the
wotk, to the 5o9th verse of the 20th Pafala where m enumera-
ting the different Avatdras the name of Buddha is onutted
Now Buddha has been recognised as one of the ten Avataras
from the days of the Purimas to those of Jayadeva It
has, therefore, been suggested that only an author of the
authority of Shamkarachirya who 1n particular stiongly
combated the Buddhist doctrines would have presumed thus
to run counter to such a recognised tradition On the other
hand, in one of the smaller hymns attributed to Shamkara
chiarya Buddha 1s recogmsed as one of the Avatiras.
Further in support of the accredited authorship we have the
fact that both Raghave Bhaffa i his commentary on the
Sharadatilaka and Kalicharaza 1n his Skafchakraniriipaza
refer to the author of the Prapanchasara as Shrimadacharya
by which term the great Shamkara alone 1s meant, I
leave however others, who may think that the contents of
the work 1tself notwithstanding 1ts authoritative tone and
general style tell against the tradition as to 1ts authorship,
the developement of their thesis.

Whoever the author may be the Tantrik character of
the text admits of no doubt. It is constantly cited as an

1. Hymns to the Goddess, page 95

2 The name of the Upanisad 1s given as 1t appears 1n the manusernpt
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authority in other Tantrik works, notably by Raghava Bha#zg
one of the greatest of Tantrik commentators, the author of
the Bhasiya on the celebrated Sharadatilaka of Laksfmaz-
acharya. It is also referred to by Kailicharaza in his notes
on the SkafchakranirGpaza and by Vishvanitha in the Skaz-
chakravivzzti and by many others. The work is not only
frequently quoted, but it has been the subject of several com-
mentaries, among others the Prapanchasarasambandhadipika,
the Prapanchasaravivararza, and the Prapanchasarasarasame-
graha ; the last two dealing chiefly with ritual and Mantra.
Further than this, the philosophical doctrine relating to sound-
creation, the general terminology, Devatas of worship and the
ritual character of its contents from the sixth chapter to the
end of the work make any further elaboration of this point
unnecessary which will be obvious to any one who is con-
versant with the Tantras and the present text. For others
I need only for example draw particular attention to the
reference to the Tantrik Bhiutashuddhi rite ; the detailed
account in the ninth chapter of the worship of Tripuravidya
and to Japa, Bija, Yantra, Mudrd and so forth which, as
H. H. Wilson (r) long ago pointed out, are distinguishing
marks of Tantrik ritual.

Having, however, regard to the alleged authorship the
question may be asked, whether the work should be described
as a Tantra or Tantrik text, such as, for instance the Sharada-
tilaka, Shaktinandatararhgizi and like works. If it be not
an original Tantra then the authoritative style and form of
the work would render it more akin to the Sharadd than to
the Shaktinandataramgini. Tantrasira, and other similar
works which do not profess to be anything but compendia.
The Madras edition says—Bhagavat Shri Shamkaracharya-
virachita ; that is, ‘“‘composed or compiled by Bhagavan
Sharkarachiarya.” If it be the fact that it is the original
composition of Shamkaricharya then unless we can regard
the work as the teaching of Shiva in his Avatara as the great
philosopher it would not be a Tantra in the proper sense of
the term. For such a view however there is the authority
of the statement of the Prapanchasiravivaraza to which I
have referred. Still less would the text be such a Tantra
if the author was some other Shamkara. On the other
hand, the form in which the work appears is that of a dis-
course of the Mahavisszu in answer to questionings by

(1) Bssays IL. 33.
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—cahma.  An old and learned Orissan Pazdit to whom
this question was referred stated to me his opinion to
be that Shamkara was not the author of the work but
its 1edactor or compiler, thus occupying the same position
in regard to it as the ARzshis did to the Vardik Shrutt
The question has mmportance because, amongst other
reasons, of the fact that the Mahasiddhasira Tantra
includes a Tantra called the Prapanchasira amongst the
group of 64 assigned to the Rathakranta (1) Whether the
Tantra there referred to 1s the text before us I cannot say
It may be another of the same name Thus we find 1n the
group of Tantras mentioned by the Mahisiddhasara the
Panchadashi All are aware that the Panchadashi is nota
Tantra but a Vedantik treatise It is possible, however, that
a Tantra was also so-called just as there 1s one which 1s
entitled Matsyasiikta. [ bave been 1nformed, though I
have not yet seen any such manuscript, that there was an
ancient Tantra called Prapanchapanchaka, and 1t has been
suggested that the text before us 1s a summary of that work
The title is not inconsistent with such view For * sara ”
may here refer either to the essence of the material world
( prapancha ) or to a summary of the Prapanchapanchaka
though in that case the title would more properly be Pra-
panchapanchakasira in the sense of the world “sara” as
used in the title of the well-known treatise of Krzshnananda,
the Tantrasara.

Whatever be the authorship, the question last discussed
secms to be concluded by the statement contamned n the
work 1tself. For at v. 62, Chapter 36, MahavisZznu says,
“Oh Lotus-born ! 1n this Tantra ( Tantre’ smin) I have shown
thee the Prapancha in its five-fold aspect” (2.

The text is a very important one and service would be
rendered by its complete translation A summary of the
work which deals with the worship of all the Devatas 1s
as follows :—

1 see Introduction to my edition of the first part of ““Principles of Tantra®

2 It must however be noted that the woid Tantra 1s sometimes used mn a wider sense,
that 15, 1nasense in which it 1s not an ongmal Tantra ¢ g, the Sharada speaks of iself asa
Tantra See Introduction to my *‘Prninciple of Tantra,” Vol. I

[ Padmapsida says the five-fold aspects are ,—Sthiila, Stikshma, Karara, Siménya, Saksk }
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CHAPTER L

At the close of the period of dissolution ( Pralaya ) Brahm3,
Vishnu and Rudra (1) who are respectively distinguished
by the Gunas (Gunaprabhinna ) Rajas, Sattva and Tamas,
appeared. Wondering how it was that they came into being
and the object thereof, they approached Nariyaza ( here the
Mahaviskzu ) then resting in the Ocean of Nectar and began
to sing His praises. Pleased thereat He displayed to Them
His great and beauteous form ; the sight whereof awed and
astounded them.

Brahmi then said “Oh Lord, be merciful and tell us who
we are and whence we have sprung; what is our cause and
what is that which we are to do ( Kriya ).

Narayawa replied “You have been brought forth by
the Eternal Imperishable ( Akshara). Your respective work is
to create, to preserve and to destroy’.

Brahmi then asked “What is the Eternal Imperishable ;
what is Its nature ; whence has It come ?”

Narayana replies with a discourse on the creation of the
world and teaches Brahm3, Vis4zu, and Rudra the nature of
Purus/a and Praks:ti (2) or Pradhana (3) the two supreme
Tattvas (4 ). Of the twenty-five Tattvas, Purusta and Praksti
are stated by the Mahavisszu to be eternal ( Nitya)
Prakssti extending over and enveloping the whole uni-
verse “including Thee Oh Brahma and Myself Narayaza.”
Of Praksiti the latter says “She knows Herself. None know
Her but I as Kala only.” “Kala it is,” He says, “who effects
Vikziti or change in Prakssti with Her three gunas, Sattva,
Rajas and Tamas ( 5 ) which exist throughout the whole uni-
verse and permeate all the Vikaras (6)’. The Mahavisizu
continues His discourse of which the following is a summary.

1. For they are the effect of the working of Prakr:ti and manifest Her gunas though in
different proportions according to their specific activities.

2, See note at p. 29 gost.

3. See note at p. 29 gost.

4 Prakséti is the invisible ultimate source as mowmenal matter of all manifestation
through whose contact with PurusZa the whole universe arises.

5. With their characteristics of happiness, sorrow, and delusion and functions of reveal-
ing, iaciting to activity and veiling or suppressing, respectively. Guna 1s that which works for
another as they do for Paiuska. See my Introduction to the Mahfnwrvaza Tantra under the
heading “Guna.” (1st Ed. ).

6. Or effect ar transformations of Praksti
Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com
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Praksst1 by contact with the hght ( Jyotiz) (1 )is Chin-
matrd (2). In the desire to create She “solidifies” or
“thickens” ( Vichikirszur ghanibhiita Yand appears as Bindu (3).
Through the instrumentality of Kila the Bindu divides 1tself
into three, vzz, Sthilla ( gross ) Stks/Zma ( subtle ) and Para
(supreme) These are Bija, Nada (4) and Bindu (5) re-
spectively  On  this self-division of the supreme Bindu there
arises an marticulate sound ( Avyaktarava ) ( 6 ) whichs the
Shabda-Brahman or Sound Brahman (7) The latter 1s beyond
speech ( Avdchya) and 1s understandable to Itself alone
( Svasarmmvedyasvariipa ) (8) The wise know “sound” to be
the Shabda-Brahman. It permeates all substance and 1n the
animal body exists as the five *‘elements” ( Panchabhit-
atmakadeha ). )

From this sound originates Mahat (9 ) or Buddhi and
from the latter Ahamkara which 1s threefold Vaikarika,

1 Puruska,

2 That 1s, She who 15 1n the first place Tattva ( mere ‘‘thatness’” ) quickens under the
influence of Chit or consciousness which according to the Simkhya system She reflects , then
She longs to create ( Vichikirszu ) and “‘solidifies” ( Ghanibhiitd ) and appearsas Bindu  See
Iiosth and notes  The verse 15 quoted variously and reads also Chinmatra referring to the

1ght

3 That 1s the Kirana or Causal Bindu which the Brahman becomes after passing from
its state 1n Pralaya to that called Vichikirs23 when Karma npens As to the meaning of
this, see Arthur Avalon’s Introduction to ““The Serpent Power ”

4 Sai tattvasaiynd chinmitril jyotiszaZ sanmdhestada

VichikirsZurghanibhiutéd kvachidabhyet: bindutdm
Kilen1 bhidyam@nastu sa bindurbhavati tridha
Sthiila-siikszma paratvena tasya traividhyamiskyate,
Sa bindur n&dabijatvabhedena cha nigadyate

Ch 1 41, et Seg

5 That 1s, the Xarya or effect Bindu as Nada 1s the Kny& Bindu
Another reading, given by Kalicharaza, substitutes dvidhé for tridh& n the third line
and the remamng hnes also differ  According to this version the division 1s twofold mto
liang and Sak ( Sez Vol 1I, Tantnk Texts, p 66), the combination being Hangsa’
See Woodroffe’s Shakts and Shitkia and Garland of Letters
6 See as to this, Raghavabhaz/a’s commentary on the Sharaditilaka and Woodroffe's
Shaktiand Shéikta
7. So also the Sharadiulaka says —
Bhidyamanit paradvindoravyaktitma ravo’bhavat
Shabdabrahmet tam préhu/

Ch 1 11, 12

8 Thus, (to 1llustrate the meaning of this term ), whereas others may see in me a man
I alone really know what a man 1s, and what Iam  One must be a thing to know what
1t 15 The existence of Prak»zt1 1s only mfernble from Her effects which exist i their
cause
9 It s said that this word does not, as 1s generally sapposed, mean “‘great” but 1s denived
from Maghas which means Light ( Jyoti )
Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com
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Taijasika, and Bhautika (1). From Ahamkira issuc
five Tanmatras ( 2 ); from which were developed the five
gross elements ( Mahabhitas ) ( 3 ) vz, “ether,” “air,” “fire,”’
“water,” “earth” (4). From Abamkira through Shakti
with Guza and DosZa ( 5) urged by Kaila, sound is produced
and from sound, ether (Akasha ); from ether, air ( Vayu);
from air, fire (Agni); from fire, water ( Jala); and from
water, earth ( Pzzthivi ). The Mandala of ether is circular and
of air hexagonal (6); of fire triangular ; that of water resembles
a crescent moon and that of earth is square. Ether contains
air, and air, fire ; fire contains water, and water, earth ;
and in earth is all that is moving and motionless in the
universe ( 7 ). From Aharkira also issue the five organs of
action ( Karmendriya ), namely the anus, feet, genitals, mouth
and hands the functions of which are excretion, walking,
procreation, speech and the power to hold ; the five organs
of knowledge ( Jninendriya ), vsz.,, eye, ear, nose, tongue
and skin ; and the internal sense ( Manas ).

( From the combination of these elements the whole
material world or Prapancha is produced) ( 8 ). Maulapraksti
is Prakszti only ; but Mahat, Ahamkira and the five Tan-
mitras, these seven are both Prakrzzti and Vikssti (g % The
remaining sixteen Tattvas, vzz., the ten Indriyas, Manas, and

1. That is the pure, passional, and dark or elemental aspects of Ahamkéra in
which the gumas Sattva, Rajas and Tamas predominate, respectively. According to
the Sarhkhya the fist produces the eleven senses, the last the Tanmdtras or causes
of the gross elements ( bhita ). and the second produces both. According to the
Shaiva school the first 15 said to produce Manas, the second the ten senses, and the
third as above. See Bhaskararaya’s Comm. on Lalitasahasranima v. 397-

2, The subtle, imperceivable (tc ordinary sense), ‘‘thing in itself,’_’ of which
there are five, »sz., Shabda (sound ), Sparsha (touch ), Ripa (form and sight), Rasa
( taste ), Gandha { smell ) : that is, sound as such, touch as such etc..

3. Perceivable by the senses in those products which are made up of them.

4. So ether { Akdsha ) arises from the Shabda-Tanmétra and its Guna is Shabda. The
word “*element” is here retained for default of any better term though the “‘ether” etc., here
spoken of are not to be confounded with the elements air, fire, earth, and water, in an
English sense.

5. Se¢e post, p. 11X ef seg.

6. Not in the ordinary sense of 2 hexagon but of a figure with six points which is
formed by two equilateral triangles ( one reversed ) superimposed.

7. That is, all things may be resolved into “‘earth” : the latter is sublimed into water,
and water into fire and so on, until ether is reached which potentially contains them all.

8. The parentheses in English here and later on are added to the text in a form which
gives continuity to the summary.

9. That is both cause and effect : they are each the effect of the preceding cause and
the cause of the succeeding effect. Prakriti is Cause. ** The seven” or Mahat,
Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com
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uve Mahabhitas are purely Vikszti  They are called
the sixteen Vikaras. The eight Praksstis are Avyakta (1),
Mahat, Ahamk3ira and the five Tanmaitras the last seven
being also Vikrutis of Prakszuti. The Karaxas (2 ) are Buddhy,
Ahamkara, Chitta and the Indriyas both Jnina and Karma (3)

Narayana then gives the divisions of time from the
minutest, namely the Lava to the duration of Brahmi’s life
(or a period of 36,000 days and nights, each of 8,640,000,000
human years duration ) as follows —

t Lava=the time 1t takes to plerce a 1 human year=1 day and mght of the Devas
lotus leaf with a needle 360 days of the Devas=1 celestial year
30 Lavas=1 Trua 12,000 celestal years=1 age ( Four Yugas )
30 Trusis=1 Kala 1,000 Yugas=1 day of Brahma
30 Kalds=1 Kaskthd 1,000 Yugas=1 mght of Brahm&
30 Kaskeids=1 Nimeska 30such days and mighis of Brahm@=1 month
8 Nimeskas=1 Matrd which 1s equal to of Brahmi
one bre;_tﬁ: ( Shvasa ) 12 months of Brahmi=1 year of Brahma
60 Shvasas=1 Danda or Nadiks = | _the period of the
32 Nadikés=1 Muhﬁrttaé 100 years of Brahma }— hf(E of Brahmd
30 Muhfirtas=1 day and mght that of the outgomn
30 days and nughts=1 month Th§ dhur"}t,m? fOf = breath ( mshv?»sg ) ogf
12 months=1 hun an year j rahmd's e Kala, ( Narayana )

The sun, moon, fire and all Devatids are 1n constant
movement for the preservation of the world ( The close of
the day of Brahma or Kalpa 1s followed by a night of Brahma
and this 1s what is called the intermediate dissolution or
Pralaya of which there are as many as there are nights in the
life of Brahma At the close of Brahma’s Iife with the in-
drawn breath of K3la there is the great dissolution or Maha-
pralaya ). “At the time of dissolution”, says Narayaza, ‘‘all
the universe re-enters Prakszt1”,

Narayarza then treats of the generation of bodies. In
Prakszti when moved by Kaila, there are four kinds of
bodies, namely, those which spring from the ground ( Audbhida )
those from moisture ( Svedaja ); those which issue from eggs
( Andottha ) and lastly such as have their origin in the

Aharikdra and the five Tanmfitras are both cause and effect , and the “‘sixteen” or the
eleven senses { Indrniya ) mcluding Manas and® the five elements ( bhiitas ) are effects only.
Puruska 15 naither cause nor effect  All effects enist in their causes Prakszti and Puorusia
have themselves no cause.

t Milaprakstu or unmanifested Prakssi whom the Panchariitra Agama calls “‘the
one Mother of the unpiverse the Mother of the Scriptures, Sarasvatl who has no
ongin.”  Vyakta on the other hand 1s Mahat and the other categores for they are
mamifested

2 A Karana 1s that by which another thing 1s done, an instrument or agent

3. The mner agents ( antah-karara ) are Buddhi, Ahamkdra, Chitta and Manas which
sums up 1n itself and presides over the ten outer agents or senses ( Indryas) of knowledge
and action
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uterus. Motionless things ( such as trees, efc. ), are called
Audbhidas as they pierce through the ground. The Svedajas
originate from the combination of the five elements. The
Amndajas or Amdotthas are produced by Shukra ( semen ) and
Shorita ( female ovum ), and are formed into a ball. The Jara-
yuja sprung from the uterus is the result of sexual intercourse.
It is born with a body which contains the twentyfour Tattvas.
Vayu (‘“air”) or nerve force takes the discharged semen and
then mingles it with the seed of the Showxita. The seed of the
female is called Mayiya and that of the male is Kirmaka.
The uterine air nourishes the united seeds ( Bija) which are
called Awava and in which, in subtle forms, the twenty-
four Tattvas exist. If there be a preponderance of Shozita
the child becomes a female ; if the proportions are even the
child becomes a hermaphrodite and when Shukra pre-
dominates then the child becomes a male. The combined
seeds in the course of the day by the action of air, fire and
water solidify into a body the size of the mother’s thumb
Next day the embryo becomes a frothy body ( budbudakara ).
In the course of fifteen days it becomes quadrangular in shape
and draws nourishment from the food taken by the mother.
In time by the action of Vayu (in the uterus ) a straight long
Nadz (nerve or artery ) called SusZumna is produced. The
mouth of the Nidi is downward ( that is, in the Muladhara ).
There is a Nadi on each side of it. That on the left is I3
and that on the right is Pirhgala. With these seven other
Nadis are connected. 143, connected with the left scrotum,
encircles Susfumni, passes by the right hip, goes to the
heart—and thence passing by the left shoulder proceeds to
the right nostril. Pirhgald originating from the right scrotum
goes in a similar way to the left nostril.

The other Dhamanis ( Nidis ) above mentioned are Gin-
dhari, Hastijihva, PusZa, AlambusZ3a, Yashasvini, Sham-
khini and Kuhu. These are ramified all over the body.
The embryo continues to increase drawing its nourishment
from the food taken by the mother through a Nasi which
is attached to the wall of the uterus. As it goes on in-
creasing it receives a part ( Kala) of the Supreme Light
( Pararm jyotiZ ) and this Kala is consciousness ( Ks4etrajnata ).
The body which is thus possessed of consciousness is com-
pounded of the elements ( Bhautika ) and has qualities of its
own ( Saguza ). In the case of the male the testicles fully
exist ; but in the case of the hermaphrodite only slightly.
The female embryo has none.

2
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10 INTRODUCTION

Besides the central Nadi SusfZumni there are various
other Nadis with branches and sub-branches and altogether
they are 350,000 1 number. Vayu (v. post p 11 ) passes
through the body by means of these Shirdas ( Nadis).
Vayu is spread all over the body from the Maualadhara up-
wards proceeding along I#a and Pimgala towards the nostrils
and thereafter stops at a distance of twelve fingers breadth
therefrom. There is a constant upward and downward move-
ment of Vayu along the paths of the sun and the moon ( 1).
Vayu goes to the north by the left, to the south by the
right.  Different views are held about this consciousness
( Chetana ) Some speak of it as the effect of Shukra and
Shonita ; others as produced by the food taken by the mother.
Others again say that it 1s the product of the Rasa ( essence,
juice ) of the food or lymph chyle Some speak of 1t as the
effect of Karma ; others as a manifestation ( Vyapt1 ) of the
Param Dhama ( Supreme Light ). Some again say that the
body and the Atma of the father repeatedly act and re-act the
one upon the other with the result that the lustrous Supreme
Light 1s communicated by Maruta ( Vayu ) to the Shukra as 1t
were the light from one lamp to another. Others’ say that
when the material body of elements ( Bhautika ) is born the
Jivatma comes from somewhere and enters 1t ( 2 )

Nariyana then says that the great ( Mahiyasi) Praksits
is distinguished by the Guzras ( Guzabhinni ) and 1s Tridos4a
(v. post). She pervades and possesses the qualities ( Guza )
of the five elements. The seven substances or fundamental
principles ( v. post ) are Her characteristics She 1s Sapta-
dhitubhinnd. She 1s 1 the Indriyas : both in the five
Karmendriyas, and in the five Jninendriyas. She is Pancha-
buddhiprabhdvini.  She 1ssues from the unmanifested state
when quickened by Her proximity to the Supreme Light
When She 1s well awakened by the Supreme Light then She
is Manas and of great power and 1s in the state of cer-
tainty-uncertainty ( Samkalpavikalpaksztya ), When in the
act of determining with certainty ( nishchinute ) then She is
called Buddhi or determination =~ When She knows Herself
as the knower She is Aharkssti ( Ahamkara) When She
withdraws nto Herself ( abhiliyate ) She 1s Herself alone.
When She the Great One moves to manifest Herself in Her
different ways then the sound which issues upon the bursting
of the Bindu becomes clearly perceptible.

1 That 1s, Id8 and Pimgal&. 2 These views are rejected by Naxfiyana,
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CHAPTER II.

Matured in this way the embryo goes on increasing at
every moment of time. It is first composed of six parts, viz.,
head, two hands, two legs, and the middle portion. Con-
sciousness then enters these six parts. If the three Doskas
viz., Vita or Vayu, Pitta, Kapha are favourable then eyes,
nose, mouth, ears, cheeks, chin, chest, belly, breasts and so
forth are formed.

[ At this point it is necessary to make an explanatory
digression. These three terms are generally translated air,
bile, and phlegm.  While, however, they have this signi-
ficator they, however, mean a great deal more (1 ). Vayu is
not atmospheric air nor is it an effete material such as gas
generated during the process of digestion. Sushruta de-
fines it as a force which sets the whole organism in motion.
It is the principal factor which determines the genesis,
continuance and disintegration of the living body. Its
vibration takes a course as the controller of the correlative
functions of the system. Taking into consideration the
various functions which the living body has to perform this
Viyu is classified into Praza, Apana, Samina, Vyana and
Udana which are said to correspond with the divisions of
functions performed by the cerebro-spinal and sympathetic
nerves of Western physiology. The Tantras abound in
description of the Nadichakras ( nerve plexuses) and give
detailed accounts of the motor, sensory, and mixed nerves
according to differences in their functions and relations.

In Chapter XV of the Siitrasthanam of the Sushruta it is
said that the imparting of motion to the body ( Praspandanam ),
the carrying of the sensations of the respective sense organs
( Udvahanam ), the passing down of food to its proper recep-
tacles ( Pirazam ), the separation of excretions from the as-
similated food matter ( Viveka ), and the retention and eva-
cuation of urine, semen, etc., ( Dharanam ) should be ascribed
to the functions of the five kinds of Vayu which support

the body.

1. For what follows on the medical side I am indebted and refer my reader to the
Sushruta Sarhhiti, an English translation of which with a very useful introduction has
been published at Calcutta by Kavirdja Kunjalala Bhiskagratna.
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In short the term Viyu not only means nerve-force but
ts extended to imnclude any kind of electro-motor or molecular
force (as when we speak of the Vayu of the soil ) though the
term is now loosely applied te signify gas or air

The functions of the Pitta consists in metamorphosing
the chyle to protoplasmic substance and 1s thus said to cor-
respond to the metabolism of Western physiology It means
both bile and metabolism of tissues as well as the bodily
heat which 1s the product of the latter All metabolic pro-
cesses in the organism whether constructive or destructive
are called Pitta which 1s said to be 1n the products of those
processes whether serum, bile, blood, albumen, ef, which
ate either essential to the substance of the body or to the
proper performance of any organic function It also has
five sub-divisions accotding to functions and locations, vig -
Pachaka, Ranjaka, Sadhaka, Alochaka and Bhrijaka , or
digestive heat or bile | pigment, rhythmic cardiac contractions ,
the Pitta of sight and in the skin  The Sushiuta Samhitd
in the Chapter cited says that pigmentation ( Ranjaka ), diges-
tion and metabolism* of tissues ( Pachaka ), the vitalisation
and nutrition of protoplasmic cells ( Ojatkset ), onigination of
the faculty of itellection ( 1) ( Medhakrzt ) ( these last two
coming under the common heading Sadhaka ), the origmation
and preservation of eyesight ( Alochaka ) and the germin-
atton of heat and maintenance of bodily temperature ( Bhra-
jaka ) are the functions of the five kinds of Pitta which contri-
bute to the preservation of the body through its fiery or
thermogenetic potency ( Agni-karma )

Kapha or ShlesZma 1s also of five kinds the functions
of which according to Sushruta arc the lubrication of the
interior of the jownts, contubuting to the gloss of the body,
to the formation of healthy granules m sores, to the size
of the body; buillding fiesh tissues; mmparting a pleasant
or soothing sensation to the body, mcreasmg its strength
and giving firmness to the limbs and thereby contributing
to the welfare of the body by supplymng it with its watery
element,

1 The hditor of the work last ated, alter stating that Sidhaka which 1s situated
i the hearl mdirectly assmists i the performance of cognitive functions by keeping up
the rhythmic cardiac contractions, says that 1t was perhaps this view of the heart’s
construction which predisposed many ancient Indian physiclogists to hold it to be the seat
of cognition ( Buddhisthdnam )
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At every moment the animal body dies. The ety-
mological significance of the term Sharira ( body ) which comes
from the root Shrz ‘“to wither up ” testifies to ancient know-
ledge of the combustion which is taking place at every moment
in the human system. The internal fires would unduly feed
upon its constituent principles were it not for the cooling
and watery principle of ShlesAma which surcharging it
with its own essential humidity keeps intact the integration
of its component molecules. The Rasa or lymph chyle
which is formed out of the ingested food prevents the internal
bodily fires from preying upon the vitals by coursing freely
throughout the whole organism. The Rasa thus generated
undergoes a kind of purification, the purified portion
being called Prasidabhtta and the excreted portion
Malabhtita. Kapha or Shlessm3 is that portion of Rasa
which flls all the intercellular spaces of the body thus holding
them together in a kind of cooling embrace ( 1) and prevents
the combustion which would otherwise have been caused by
organic heat.

Thus “ air” is the correlative, as “fire” and “water”
are the sustentative functions which, with generation, con-
stitute the threefold activities of living matter. The lymph
chyle or Rasa produced by the digested food potentially
contains the elements ( Dhatu ) which build up the human
organism through physiological metamorphosis. Vayu, Pitta
and Kapha are thus fundamental principles of the human
economy or the primary subtle dynamics of organic life, when
in virtue of their correlative and sustentative functions, they
ensure an equipoise among the different vital and physiological
processes, essential to its perfect health. But when the
equilibrium is disturbed, pathological conditions arise which
form the esse of disease and then they are said to be trans-
fromed into Doskas or morbific diathesis (2). They are
denominated as Malas when observed in grosser or superficial
principles of the organism producing those excretions or
organic lesions which are the sphere of morbid anatomy.
Thus Vayu, Pitta and Kapha embrace both the biological
and pathological principles of the organism. The same

1. The root ShhisZ means ‘‘to embrace.” Vayu comes from the root Vi ( be move )
and Pitta acccrding to the auther cited comes from ‘“tap™ (to butn) from which he
says 1t should be inferred that motion, heat, and union and imntegration are the respective
attributes of the vital Viyu, Pitta and Kapha or Shleszma, (Vol. I. P. 195 )

2 Thus blood which is a fundamental substance ( dh&tu) of the organism may be
designated a dosza when owing to congestion it produces a pathological condttion.
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principles which sustain the organism are transformed into the
dynamuics of disease and the grosser excretory changes and
organic lesions which form the subject of morbid anatomy and
are sometimes confounded with the disease itself. It is, there-
fore, incorrect to translate Vayu, Pitta and Kapha as “air”,
“bile” and * phlegm ” except under those circumstances in
which they are transfromed into Malas but they are not
“air”, *“bile” and “ phlegm * in those planes of therr
functions which determine the genesis, growth and continuance
of the organism as well as its death, decay and disintegration.
These principles thus embrace the whole sphere of organic
existence (1), ]

The text then continues as follows ~ The embryo 1s moved
by Vayu at the time of delivery, It issues with its head
downwards causing great pain to its mother. At that time 1ts
eyes and nose are (in the uterus which 1s 1tself steeped ) 1n
the filth of the mother’s intestines and 1t repeatedly thinks
of the thousands of sins committed by itself in previous births
( which have caused it to be thus re-born) It is tormented
by the heat of the mother's body and is smeared with
her secretions Its body which 1s rolled up into a ball 1s
agitated by Vayus moving in all directions It 1s at this tune
that 1t longs for Liberation ( Moks/a )

Before this period Praza and other Vayus had lodged them-
selves 1n its body, Apana and Praza now pull against one
another. When Samana fans the fite of digestion then Vyina
goes with the extract produced thereby ( Rasa) all over the
body. Udana accompanies Praza Naga causes belching.
Kiirmaka causes movement of the eyelids (1), Krzkaraka
causes hunger ; Devadatta yawning; and Dhananjaya
causes various sounds ( Rava ) meaning apparently motions in
the body and does not leave it even after death As there are
ten airs, so there are ten fires in the body, Of these, seven
fires are in the seven substances ( Dhatus ) and three in sweat
( Sveda ), phlegm ( Kleda) and entrails ( Antra). The
Dbatus are skin ( Tvak ), blood ( Asrzk ), fat ( Meda ), bone
(2) (Asthi), flesh (Marsa ), marrow ( Maja ) and semen
( Shukra ). They are called Duskya or that which is affected.

1 op ¢ of Kavirdja Kunjaldla Bhuskagratna whose exposition I have above condensed
and re-arranged
2 According to the Kanukagama cited by Bhaskarardya ( Laltg V. 116) the first five
Dhitus are derived from Devi , and the last two together with breath and witality ( Jiva ) from
Shiva The tenth substance 1s called Parfshakty
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Doska is that which affects and the Doskas are Vita, Pitta
and Kapha ( 1). The universal spirit ( Vishvatma ) is Sama-
vayl (2 ). Action shows whether it affects or is affected.
Hunger and thirst, grief and ignorance, decay and death are
known as the six Urmis and exist in Praza, Buddhi, and as
characteristics of the body ( Dehadharma ). From semen origi-
nate marrow ( Majja ), bone ( Asthi) and nerve ( Sniyu);
from female ovum come skin ( Tvak ), flesh ( Marmsa ) and
blood ( Shozita ). These are the six ( 3 ) KosZas of the body.
In the Dhatus Rasa and so forth is matured ( Paka). With
maturity Ojas is produced which is the eighth product ( Dash3 ).
[ It is said in Part I of the Bhavaprakasha that “health
and strength reside latent in the Ojaz Dhatu as butter ( Ghzz-
tam ) lies latent in milk,” What it is, is not certain. According
to some it is albumen or glycogen. But the medical Editor
of the Sushruta already cited says ( Vol 1., p. rmr) that the
term has been used to denote that vital principle in the
organism which is essential to the maintenance of a healthy
combustion in its tissues and to the due performance of their
normal functions and activities, no matter whether that
principle is patent in the form of protoplasm, protoplasmic
albumen, glycogen, or mucosin in accordance with the
difference of their functions, geneses, and conditions of pro-
toplasmic metabolism J.  This Ojas according to the text
seeks to attach consciousness ( Ksetrajnatd ) to itself as oil
seeks union with the lamp or the firmament the splendour of
the thunderbolt. When fire is covered by a pot which has
holes in it, the lustre of its flame issues through these apertures
and illumines the surrounding space. In the same way the
lustrous consciousness ( Ksketrajnata ) although covered by the
body gathers knowledge through the different senses. Ether
is in the ears, air in the skin, fire in the eye, water in the
tongue and earth in the nostrils, This is how knowledge is
acquired.

When Pitta moved by Vayu dissolves the Dhatus and is
itself dissolved, it also dissolves blood in Lasika ( 4 ) and the

1. That is, they are the things which affect the Dhatus as above explained. In
Ayurveda it is said that these three acting on the body wmn different ways produce various
results.

2, This word is an adjective of samavdya, which means an intimate and inseparable
connection between things such as that which exists between a thing and the material of
which it is made.

3. External.

4» Described by Charaka as the fluid which is between the skin and the flesh.
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dissolved Lasikda working forward in the direction of the
<kin issues 1n the form of particles of perspiration. When
Kapha is moved upward by Viyu and Pitta then there 1s
Prascka of the mouth and nose—that 1s, apparently these
organs function by salivation, dribbling, running at the
nose and so forth.

Here follow some verses dealing with diseases and their
causes. Thus from the taking of unwholesome food discharge
from the pems ( Prameha), strangury ( Mitrakszchhra ),
diarrheea { Grahani ) and other diseases arise.

It 15 next stated that after food of the six different tastes
is introduced 1nto the mouth 1t 1s made palatable by Kapha.
The six kinds of taste of edible things are sweet, sour, salt,
bitter, hot and astringent Food first goes to the stomach
( Ami3shaya ) and then to the seat of bile { Pittashaya ) and
through contact with it becomes pungent ( Kazuka) Entering
the intestines it 1s matured by the bile. The essence ( Rasa)
which 1s produced by the process of digestion assumes the
form of blood and so forth and 1s carried through the body by
Vayu. The refuse is collected by Anila (ar) This 1s called
the excretion It passes into the small intestines ( Grahasni )
and 1emains there for some time when 1t passes out by way
of the anus In a similar manner the watery part passes
through the thin Nadis which spread all over the body into
the bladder ( Vast1) Vasti 15 the recipient ( Ashaya ) of
urme ( Mutra) and 1s bent in shape like a bow The water
which passes out of 1t 1s called urine

The embryo ( Jantu) covered by the caul ( Jarayu) is
moved by the Vayu mto the uterine passage. It 1s the way
of all sinful beings that they strive hard to come out of the
womb. “Oh Lotus-born ( Brahmia)” says Nardyanza, “the
ways ( Vzutti ) of men are various and wonderful”. It 1s then
born and shakes with fear. It yawns and suffers from fever.
It breathes heavily and cries through 1ts terror,

The text then proceeds to deal with what 1s called
the Bhivas or states of sound ( 1 ). The Bhiava which first
arises in the lowest Tattvik centre, the Muladhara, 1s called

1, The whole of this verse occurs i the Alamblara Kaustubha as quoted in the
Shabdakalpadruma with the difference that the word Tara 1s substituted fo Bhava

[ The text epeaks of four states of sound Acording to Padmapdda the first state Pard 15
divisible into four parts (pada ), namely, Shiinyd, Samwit, Siks/imi and Par§—See page
34 of Text, ]
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Para (1). In its next state it is Pashyanti (2 ). When it
reaches the heart ( Hridaya ) and is united with Ma or Buddhi
it is called Madhyama ( 3 ). Then in the mouth and with the
desire for utterence it is known as Vaikhari (4 ) or uttered
speech. From this last arises by the action of air { Pavana ).
all the letters ( 5 ).

The letters are not clearly manifested because the neces-
sary apertures have not appeared such as the throat and
the like.  Until these come into existence and become the
seats of pronunciation the letters remain in their place of
origin ( Varzavyaktisthinasamstha ).  When the embryo
reaches the stage ( Bhava ) in which the thought arises, “I am
knower” or “It is I who know ( Jnatd’smi )’ it acquires
Buddhi, Ahamkira and Manas  Consciousness thus in-
creases by degrees and causes the child to become attached
to its mother, father and kinsmen. Drinking abundantly
of the mother’s milk it cries out when it desires to suck the
breasts again.  The sight of father, brother and uncles makes
the child happy. Through this arising attachment to the
world ( Samsara ) the child forgets its actions in previous
births, the agony endured in the mother’s womb, and the
pain caused on its delivery therefrom. When troubled it
calls to its mother in half-formed words. These words are
indistinct like the confused murmur of Kundalini(6) in the
Muladhara (7).

The aspects of Kundalini are various. She, in Her three-
fold aspect, is the imperceptible omnipresent Shakti who is
Kama (§), Agni(t), Nada(w) Sheis Tara (8). Some
call Her Shakti, others the Paramatma (g).

1, In the bodily aspect ( Adhydtma ) the Kérarabindu resides in the Miiladhra as the
Shakti Pinda Kurdalini, Here it 1s in its non-differentiated condition. The Shabdabrahman
remaining here is calied Pard sound.

{ Padmapada says that there are seven stages of sound ]

2. That is when it proceeds with slight motion ( S&ményaspanda ) from the motionless
( nizspanda ) state as far as the navel chakra ( Manipiira ) and is associated with Manas.
According to some accounts the SvadhisZszA&na 1s substituted for Mawipiira., Bhiskarargya
Lalita, v. 80.

3. As the former sounds possessed the pature of the Karanza and Karya Bindus
respectively, it is here in the Nada state endowed with more definite motion ( Vishes-
kaspanda ). 4.

4. Here it is in the nature of the Bija aspect with quite disunct motion
( Spaskzatara ). 0.

5. Which exist in a latent or unexpressed state in the SusZumna.

6. XKnown as Pinda or She in whom all energies ( Shakti) are stored ( Pindita).
7. The basic plexus. .Sze 26, and Author’s ““The Serpent Power.”
8.

Another name for “Om,” ( =A+U+ M) 6 For the two are the same,

3
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Her threefold aspect 1s that of the three Gurnas, the three
Doskas (1), three colours (2); Trayi(3), the three Lokas
( 4 ). the three lines ( Trirekha ) ( 5) She 1s Tara because
She saves ( Taraza ), and Shakt: because She 1s the support
( Dhzati ) of all

In Her fourfold aspect She manifests as the Sik-
shma Karanas (6 ); Jagrat ete. (7).

In Her fivefold aspect She 1s represented by all things
which are classified by five ; such as the five groups ( Vargas )
of letters ; the five colours ( 8 ) and the five Vayus. ( 9)

In Her sixfold aspect She 1s the six Koskas ( 10), six
Urmis (11 ), and six Rasas (12) She it 1s who forms the
divisions of the six-chambered Yantra ( SZadgunita Yantra ).

In Her sevenfold aspect She 1s the component parts of
Tara ( 13), namely, A, U, M, Bindu, Nada, Shaktt and Shanta,
and the component parts of Hzzllekhda (14) or H, R, I,
Bindu, Nada, Shakt: and Shanta In Her sevenfold aspect—
She is the regions ( Lokas), Mountains ( Adris), Islands
( Dvipas ), Patalas ( Nether Regions ), Oceans ( Sindhus)
( r5), Planets ( Grahas ) (16 ), the Sages ( Mums) ( 17),
the Tones ( Svaras ) and Substances ( Dhatus) ( 18 ), and all
things which have a sevenfold existence

1V anfe,p 1I

2 That 1s three colours of the three Gusas—white, red, black

3 The three Vedas—Azk, Yajus and Saman

4  Bhiik, Bhuvak, SvaZ, or the terrestial, upper and celestial worlds

The three lines of the Akathad: triangle, wzz Vahm, Indu and Arka See Arthur
Avalon’s ““The Serpent Power ”

6 Buddhi, Ahamkira, Manas and Chitta.
7 Jagrat Svapna, Suskuptt and Turiya

8 The five elements are coloured , transparency (ether), black (ar), red (fire), white
( water ), yellow (earth)

9  PrAna, Apana, Samfna, Udana, Vyana.

10, V ante, p I

1. V. anle, p 15

12, Or tastes, V ante, p. 16,

13. The Mantra Ong

14 A name for the Bija “ Ilring ” As to Shakt: and Shénta See Pa 39, » 1. pos?

15 V. post,notestop 36

16 That 1s the seven planets which give ther names to the days of the week
Omitting out of the mne planets Rhu and Ketu, zzz Ravior Siirya ( Sun), Soma or

Chandra_ ( Moon ), Mamgala ( Mars ), Budha ( Mercury ), Vizhaspati( Jupter ), Shukra

svgfi?s‘li ), Shant (Saturn )” [ Rahu and Ketu are not recogmsed as planefs i Astronomical
X

17, See post, p 36.

18 2,
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In Her eightfold aspect She is the eight Prakritis (1),
the eight Vasus (2 ), the eight points of the compass ( 3 ) and
the eight Mothers ( Askfamatarat ) (4). The text then con-
tinues with the ten-fold aspect as manifested in the ten
directions ( 5) and so forth ; the twelvefold aspect as in the
signs of Zodiac and the great twelve syllabled Maantra.
Finally Shakti manifests in the fifty-fold form as the fifty
letters of the Sanskrit alphabet.

CHAPTER IIL

This Chapter deals with the letters of the Alphabet,
which are of a three-fold character, lunar ( Saumya), solar
( Saura ), and fiery ( Agneya ). The vowels are lunar, the con-
sonants ( Sparsha ) other than the Vyapakas ( 6 ) are solar and
the latter are fiery.

The letters A (31) to Visarga (:) are vowels ( Svara)
some of which are short and others long. The short ( Hrasva )
vowels are, A (%) I (g) U (w) Ki(=sm)Lri(=)and
Bindu (°). The long ( Dirgha ) vowels are A (=1) I (%) U (=)
Rz () Lire () and Visarga (:). The vowels E (1)
Ai(T) O (=) and Au ( =Y) are not mentioned in the text
probably because E ( @) is formed by long or short A (=1,%7)
with long orshort I (£%); (@) Ai by long or short A
with E (g ); O by long or short A with long or short U ; and
Au (5Y) by long or short A with O. The short vowels A (%)
I () U (9 )and Bindu ( °) are masciline ( Pum ) : the long
vowels A (=r) I (%) and U ( =) and Visarga (;) are feminine
( Stri); and the vowels Rz () Rr¢ () L7z () and Li7 ()
are neuter ( Napumsaka ). The text mentions the last four
and the Prapanchasarasambandhadipikd the other vowels (7).

See ante, p. 8.

ZAditya, Marut, Ashvin, Indra, Uskas, Rudra, Vayuand Kuvera.

N-S. E. & W., N-E. ( Ishina ), N-W. { Vayu ), S-W. ( Nairrzta), S-E. ( Agni),
See post, p. 35 11 and p. 27.

See note (3 ) adding above and below.

. Thatis the letters Ya ( g ) Ra ( g ) La (g ) V2 ( ) talavya Sha (y), mirdhanya
Sha () Sa (9 ) Ha(g) Lla (g ) and Ksha (9).

7. According to the Dipikii these four appear ({ ayanasthiti) in Suskumnd when
Pranavayu is in that N&di ; and by Xz and L#i there is cutgoing breath ( dakskinByana )
and by Rri and L/ ingoing breath ( uttarByana ).
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These four exist i two states according as they are in the
right or left nostril  When Praza 1s m the right nostril
there is what is called Daks/kixayana and outgoing breath,
and when in the left nostril Uttardyaza and mngoing breath
The five short vowels manifest ( 1 ) when Praza is in the right,
and the five long vowels when it 1s 1n the left nostril (2).
Bindu and Visarga whose manifestations are dealt with
later are the Sun and Moon respectively.

The Sparsha Varzas the last letter of which vz, Ma (&)
is the Sun and the Atma (3 ), are divided into five groups
( Varga ) of five letters each  The twenty-four letters ( 4 ) are
the twenty-four Tattvas  The whole twenty-five letters are
therefore both solar as governed by Ma the sun and elemental
( Panchabhautika )

The Vyapakas are divided into two groups of five letters
each ( 5), and are Fiery (Agneya ) and Panchabhautika. They
are so called because 1 union with the vowels ( Svara ) they
emanate from ‘“moon” ( Shashi), “sun” (Ina) and “fire”

( Agni).

From the letters of the alphabet there arise thirty-eight
Kalas ( 6 ), Sixteen lunar ( Saumya ) Kalas come from the
vowels ; twelve solar ( Saura ) Kalas come from the twenty-
four conjoined Sparshas ; and ten fiery ( Vahnyja ) Kalas from
the Vyipakas. From these Kalas the Sadhaka attains his

1 Inother words Prazna 15 1 the south (nght) with the utterance of the five short vowels

2 S¢e Diptkd, which also says that the short vowels are bhautika ( elemental)
and the long omes are of the nature of the five Kalds,—Nivritty, PratishsZs, Vidys,
Shanti and Shantyatitd  See also Sharadd Tilaka Chapter 1
Pimgalayfin sthita hrasvd 1d8yam saingatik pare  J& , Chapter 2.

3 For Ma 1s Bindu and the Sun or Atm& among the letters The Dipikd says
that by the Atmd 1s meant all the ammate world as a whole (jiva samasii ) and the
Supreme Spmt dwelhng theremn ( tadantaryfmu)  Shrutt says ‘the Sun 1s the
Soul of the universe” ( Strya atmé jagatastasthuskashcha )

4. That 1s the Sparsha Varnas other than Ma

S ra () R (1) Va ,and Sha (§) S
Ha(%)ﬁaiﬁa)(lgslm(é}) »(®) Va(a)andSha(w),an (5)Sa(q)

6. Kald means “part”,according to the Commentary on the Hatkayogapradipikd
(Ch IV, v. I ) Kald 15 a part of Nada ( Kali nadaikadeshak ) The Kalds are the
varous parts into which the Praksstic substance 1s considered as bemg divided In
every creation of the world it 1s smd that Milapraksiti assumes the different gradations
of Amsharlipil, Kalfrfipin and XKaldmshariipizi or manifests Herself mn portions,
( such as Durgh, LaksZml, Sarasvati), m parts (such as Pusks, Tuoshtt and other
secondary Devis) and portions of parts and further sub-divisions such as all women-
kind who are all venerable as mamfestations of the Mahdpraksti See H H Wilson's
Essays on the Rebgion of the Hindus, pp 245, 246, Vol. 1 Here the connection
between the varnous (letters ) and the Kalds 1s shown and these Kalds are unfolding
qualities of their cause
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desired aim. From the letters of the Tara (1) originate the
all pervading fifty Kalas which can be divided according to
the five elements ( Bhitas ). From these ( 2 ) originate the
Shaktis and Matrss ( 3 )and Mirtis of Vishwu and Rudra
respectively ; as also the herbs and vegetable substances

( Oskadhi) ( 4).

The lunar Kalas arising from the vowels and which grant
the fulfilment of desires ( Kamadayini ) are Amztd, Manads,
Pusha, Tushti, Pushti, Rati, Dhrati, Shashini, Chandrika,
Kanti, Jyotsna, Shri, Priti, Armgada, Parna, Purzamsria.

The twelve solar Kalas which give wealth ( Vasuda ) con-
nected with the letters commencing with Kabha (&9 ) and
ending with Z/4a-da (3g) ( 5 ) are Tapani, Tapani, Dhiimr3,
Marichi, Jvalini, Ruchi, Susiumni, Bhogadi, Vishv3,
Bodhani, Dharizi KsZama.

The ten Kalas issuing from “fire” which are connected
with the Vyapakas and which grant Dharma ( Dharmapradi )
are Dhumra, Archif, Uskma, Jvalini, ]Jvalini, Visphulimgini,
Sushri, Surtipd, Kapild, Havyakavyavaha. These make 38
Kalas for the fifty letters.

The text then proceeds to deal with Kalas of the Prazava.
The ten Kalas which arise from Akara (=) ( 6 ) ( Akirapra-
bhavid ) which are Brahma-born ( Brahmajata ) and creative
are Sreskti Riddhi, Smsiti, Medha, Kanti, LaksZzmi, Dhriti,
Sthird, Sthiti, Siddhi.

The ten Kalas arising from Ukara (8) (Ukarottha) which are
Visznu-born ( Visknu-jata ) and preservative are Jara, Palinj,
Shanti, Aishvari, Rati, Kamika Varadi, Hladini, Priti, Dirgha.

The ten Kalas issuing from Makira (@) are Rudra-born

( Rudrajata ) and destructive and are Tiksz#a, Raudri, Bhaya,
Nidra, Tandr3, Ksiut, Krodhini, Kriya, Utkari, Mzztyu.

1. Omkara fiom which all the letters have originated.

These Kalds of Téra according to the Dipikd manifest in the workings of Prakréti
( Sarvaghk praksitikaryavyapinyaZ ).

2, There are variant readings, vés., tebhyaZ and t3bhya’ ; if the first then the letters
are meant and if the second the Xalds.

3. The Shaktis and Mothers of the various manifestations of Visinu and Rudra ; the
Shaktis of the latter being called Matres,

4. V. gost.

5. That is the first and last letter other than Ma, the second and last but one and so on
are taken together, there being in all 24 letters. Thus:—XKa-Bha %y) 5 Kha-Ba (gg) ;
Ga-Pha (71%) ; Gha-pa wg) ; Nga-na (g%) ' Cha-Dha (94) ; Chha-Da (gg) ; Ja-Tha (stm);
Tha-Ta (sa) 3 Nya-na ; (gq) 5 72-Dia (g7) ; Tha-Da %),

6.  Which is in Oshkdra which represent Brahma just as Ukéra, and Makdra dealt with
post stand for Visknu and Rudra.
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Bindu has four Kalas, vzz, Pitd, Shvetd, Aruxid and Asita

The sixteen Kalas 1ssuing from Nida are Nivretti, Prati-
shika, Vidya, Shanti, Indhikd, Dipika, Rechikd, Mochika,
Pard, Stkskma, Stikssmamrzta, Jnanams2ta, Apydyini, Vyapini,
Vyomartupd, Anantd These make 30 1 all

The text then proceeds to deal with the Viszzi-mirts
and Shaktis which have Vaiwsszava names and the Rudra-
mirtis and Matzzs with Shaiva names The Vaisirava forms
( Mirtis ) of the Vyanjana Varzas ( 1 ) are thirty five in num-
ber, viz, Chakri, Gadi, Sharmgi Khadgi, Shamkhi, Halj,
Muskali, Shali, Pashi, Amkushi, Mukunda, Nandaja, Nandi,
Nara, Narakajit, Hari, Kseskza, Satya, Satvata, Shaury, Shira,
Janardana, Bhudhara, Vishvamirti, Vaikuntza, Puruskottama,
Bali, Balanuja, Bala, Vruslaghna, Vrisha, Hamsa, Vaidha,
Vimala and Nzzsimha

The Vaishnava Shaktis (2 ) of the consonants are Jayi,
Durga, Prabba, Satya, Chanda, Vazi, Vilasini, Virgja, Vijayi,
Vishva, Vinada, Satadd, Smreu, Riddhi, Samreddhi, Shuddhy,
Bhukt:, Mukti, Mati, KsZami, Rama, Umia, Kledini, Klinni,
Vasuda, Vasudha, Par3, Pardparayaz3, Siaksimi, Sandhyj,
Prajnd, Prabha, Nishid, Amogha and Vidyuta

The Vaissnava-mirtis of the vowels are Keshava, Nara-
yarna, Madhava, Govinda, Viskzu, Madhusidana, Trivikrama,
Vamana, Shiidhara, Hrzshikesha, Padmandbha, Damodara.
Viasudeva, Samkarskanza, Pradyumna, Aniruddha, 16 i all
The Vaisgnava Shaktis of the vowels are Kirt1, Kant, Tusks,
Pusksi, Dhret, KsZant, Knyad, Daya, Medh3, Hars43, Shradd-
h3, Laya, LaksZmi, Sarasvati, Prit;, Rati , 16 1n all

The Rudra-miurtis of the vowels are ShrikantZa, Ananta,
StksAma, Trimarty, Amareshvara, Arghisha, Bhavabhit,
Tithy,  Stharzu, Hara, Jhz/isha, Bhautika, Sadyojata,
Anugraheshvara, Akriira, Mahasena , sixteen 1n all

The Rudra-mirtis, of the consonants are Krodhisha
Chandesha, Panchantaka, Shivottama, Ekarudra, Kiirma,
Ekanetra, Chaturanana, Ajesha, Sharva, Someshvara, Lam-
gali, Daruka. Ardbanarishvara, Umakinta, Askadii, Dandi,
Adri, Mina, Meska, Lohita, Shikhi, Chhagalanda, Dviranda,
Mahakala, Kapali, Bbujarhgesha, Piziki, Khadgisha, Vaka,
Shveta, Bhrzgu, Nakuli Shiva, Sambartaka ; 35 mn all.

1 That 1s the letters other than the vowels the consonants both Sparsha and
Vyapaka
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The Rudramatrss of the vowels are Parzodari, Virajs,
Shalmali, Lolaksii,  Vartuldkssi, Dirghaghoza Sudirgha-
mukhi, Gomukhi, Dirghajihvika, Kurdodari, Urdhvakeshi,
Vikzitamukhi, Jvalamukhi, Ulkamukhi, Shrimukhi, Vidya-
mukhi, or 16 in all.

The Rudramitris of the consonants are Mahikali,
Sarasvati, Sarvasiddhi, Gauri, Trailokyavidya, Mantritma-
shakti, Bhutamatd, ILambodari, Dravizi, Nagar, Vaik-
hari, Manjari, Rupixi, Virizi, Kofari, Ptan3, Bhadrakali
Yogini, Shamkhini, Garjini, Kilaratri, Kurdini, Kapard-
ini, Mahavajra, Jaya, Sumukeshvari, Revati, Madhavi,
Varuzi, Vayavi, Rakskopadharizi, Sahaja, Laksimi, Vyapini,
Maya ; 35 in all.

The text here says that three kinds of Nyasa (1) [ with
the Kalas and Miirtis named ] have been described as above.

Then follows the names of the ffty Oskadhis ( herbs)
such as Chandana ( sandal), Kuchandana (red sandal),
Aguru ( fragrant aloe ), Karptira { camphor) and so forth.

The letters are expelled through the SusZumni channel
by air through the mouth by means of the throat and other
organs (2 ). Utterance is of three kinds Udatta, Anudatta,
and Svarita { 3 ). also classed as Hrasva, Dirgha and Pluta
according to Matra

CHAPTER 1V,

This Chapter deals with the Bija Hrirh ( which is com-
monly known as the Miaya Bija ). This Bija is also called
Nada, Prana, Jiva, Ghoska, Hrillekha, efe. 1t is composed of
the letters Ha (%) (4), Ra (), I1(%) (5)and Bindu (*)(6).

1. The Kalis are () the 38 (4) the 50 in Orhk&ra named and the Murtis (¢ ) the
Vaisknavamurtis and Shaktis and the Rudramiirtis and Matris.

2. Kanzhadisthanagha#tiik ; throat { Kamtha ), chest ( Uras ) bead ( Shiras ) root of
the tongue ( Jthv@mila ), teeth ( Danta ), nose ( Nasika ), lips ( Oskéfa), and palate ( Talu ).

3. The Dipikd cites authority to show that the first kind burns up sins (dahati
papani ) ; the second grants moksha ( mokshapraddyaka ) and the last gives pleasure to
the mind ( Bpyfyana ). Se¢ Sharadd tilaka ch. I. 66 and che I1. 5 and notes thereunder.

4 The Prapanchasirasambandhadipikd referred to posf as the Diptkd says the
Ha 1s Kritakritya, ¢.¢., all pervading.

KaryakBranavachimdyd according to the Dipikd, *Maya manifesting  in-

strument and effect.”

6. Satatath ; or “the over exsting one” according to the DiplkE, Bhasks-
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Hakara Bija 1s Prazitmaka because it con notes the
Paramatma in conjunction with Maya which 1s impled by
the word Prana ( 1)

From Hakiara originate the vowels A (% )to U (&) and
the six Urmus (2 ). The Mahavishzu adds “From Hakara
have you ( that 1s, Brahm3, Hari or Viszu, Ishvara or Shiva )
originated and 1t exists 1n all animate beings enveloping and
permeating the Brahmanda ( universe ) with all that 1s moving
and motionless therein ” Fiom Repha or Rakara ( T) originate
the letters Rz (R ), K77 (R ), Lr2 (@), L7 () and the four
Guras ( 3) From Ikira (§ come the remaining six vowels
including Bindu and Visarga and 1ts Guras are the four
Karanas ( 4 ), Sathghata ( 5 ) and Chetana (6 )

From the vowels the consonants from Ka to KsZa (m—=)
originated

The Mahavishnzu proceeds to establish the identity of the
Devata of this Byja ( that 1s, Bhubaneshvari) ( 7) with Kuzdali
and HarhsaZ4 and then to the realization of the Mahavakya
“So’ ham” (®@isgw ) (8). He then says thatif Sa (&) and
Ha (%) of “So’ ham” be eliminated we then get Om ( %t)
or the Prazava If the latter be disjoined 1nto 1ts compo-
ment parts then from 1ts end (@ ) we get the elements begin-
ning with Kha (ether ), from its middle (g ) the sun and
other lustrous substances, and from the fust part (1) all
sounds This Shaktt (Kuzdali or Bhuvanesvari) 1s the Parame-
shvari Shaktt and produces all sounds and their meanings and
therefore comprises all the 24 Tattvas. She is Savitd or the

rariya cating the Mahdsvachchhanda Tantra says ( Comm Lahtd v. 70) that there
are ewght notes (varza) above the Bindu which inthe order given are more and
more subtle, z1z, Bodhmi, Nida N&3dnta, Mah#ndda, Vydpik@ Shaku, Anji, Samani,
Unmani

1 So the Devi 15 addressed mm the Lalugé as Ilrdwmkdn where the Common-
tator Jor ¢ says (catmg the Svatantra Tantra) *‘She 1t 1s who does creation,
preservation and destruction.”

2 Hunger, thirst, sorrow, 1gnorance ( moha ) decay and death

3 Touch ( sparsha), Form or Sight ( ripa ), Taste (rasa )and Smell ( gandba)
4 Manas, Buddhi, Ahamkara and Chitta

5  Thisis accomding to the Dipika—Deha or body

6 Karyartha kfrasza-samiha-gata chidabhisa, that 1s, apparently the Chit-quickeming
Prakszu to be the cause of all functioning

7. Ruler of the fourteen worlds ( Bhuvanas) The Denty indicated by the Mantra
Hrim Se¢ as to other meamings Bhiskarardya’s Comm Laludé v 69 ating Tripurd
siddh@nta and the Ghaf8rgalayantra Chapter m the DaksZinSmirt: Samhud

8 In this conuection reference may be made to pp 66, 78 and 102 of vol. I
of this series of Tantnk Texts
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Creatrix of the world ( Jagatprasavakarizi ). She is Gayatri
since it is She who saves ( Trazana) the singer (Gayaka).
As the embodiment of the seven groups of letters (1), She
is the seven planets. The Sun is the Lord of the vowels and
Marhgala, Shukra, Budha, Vzzhaspati, Shani (2) and the
Moon are the Lords of the Ka-varga (&), Cha-varga (%),

Ta-varga (z), Ta-varga () Pa-varga (q ) and Ya-varga (71),
respectively.

As all the other letters originate from the vowels so the six
planets ( Grahas ) originate from the Sun ( Savitzz). As the
six Vargas disappear in the vowels so the six components of
Hrim ( 3 ) and the six chambered Yantra disappear in Bhu-

vaneshvari, She is the eternal, all-pervading Shakti who
shines by Her own effulgence in the Sun (4 ).

From Her have originated the signs of the Zodiac. The
Mahavis4nzu then proceeds to show how from the different
letters the different signs of the Zodiac have originated. In

the same way He deals with the 27 Naks4atras ( 5 ) or Lunar
Zodiac, Ashvini and others.

He concludes by saying that to know Her is to be freed
from all the bonds of Karma ( Karmabandha ) and to attain
the supreme state of Visinu ( Visknzok pararh padamn prayati ).

e —— T —g

CHAPTERS V & VL

Henceforward the work deals largely with ritual which
can only be described in an abbreviated form. These two
Chapters deal with the subject of initiation ( Diks43a ). It
is so called because it produces a divine state of mind and
body (Divyabhiava) and destroys ( Ksizuyat) all evils
( Duritani ). Mantra is so called because it gives under-
standing of the Tattva and saves ( Trayate ) from fear.

I, The vowels and the vargas commencing with Ka-varga, v. fost,
2, That is, Mars, Venus, Mercury, Jupiter, Saturn,

3. Thatis, Ha, Ra, Miaya ( L), Nida, Bindu and Shakti.

4. The DIpiki says that here Her identity with Bharga is pointed out.

5. The system of the NaksZatras or Asterisms was originally based upon the
Sidereal revolation of the moon in about 27 days according to which a lunar zodiac of 27
asterisms near the ecliptic was made, so that in each night of the Sidereal month the moon
entered a different asterism. Time was thus marked by defining the position of the moon

without regard to its phases. Se¢ Dr. Barnett’s Antiquities of India, p. 191, where the
27 Nakshalras are fully given.

4
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Then follows detailled rules regarding the selection of
proper tiume and place for initiation, worship of the Vistu
Puruska (1), sacrifice (Balt), offerings and so forth. The
conclusion 1s that Guru, Devatd and Mantra should be realised
as being one and the same ( Atkyam ).

CHAPTER VII.

This portion of the work deals with rules relating to the
Sadhana of the Devi of Speech and the Japa of Her Mantra
(2). Japais preceded by Matrzkanyasa( 2 ) The Rushi of
this Matzzkdmantra ( 3 ) 1s Brahma  The metre ( ChhandaZ )
is Gayatri. Sarasvati is the Devata and Her six hmbs are
the letters of the alphabet

With the words, ““ I bow to Her the Bharati ” (4 ) follows
a Dhyina or description of the Goddess ( Devi) as She, in
her gross {sthilla) form, is to be meditated on. She is seated
on a lotus, three-eyed and of a transparent brilliancy She is
white as the moon and the jasmine tlowers  The fifty different
letters make Her face, hands, feet, belly and breasts which
with Her buttocks are very large  On Her head are coils of
hair and the crescent moon She holds in Her right upper
hand a rosary of Rudrakska beads ( 5 ) and with Her lower
right hand makes Chinta-mudrd (6 ) In the left upper hand She
holds a jar ( of nectar ) and 1n the lower left hand a book ( 7).

The nine Shaktis of Bharati are Medha ( understanding ),
Prajna ( wisdom ), Prabha ( radiance), Vidya ( learning ), Dhi
(intelligence ), Dhratt  (constancy or steadiness ), Smsti
( memory ), Buddht ( power of conception ), Vidyeshvari
( sovereignty of all learning

The Sadhaka with revernt devotion should worship
Bharati, Her Shaktis and Avaraza Devatis ( 8 ) with fine
perfume and flowers, incense and food

1 The Genus of the ground where the Dikska takes place
See Introduction to my bock ¢ The Serpent Power ”
3 That 1s, the letters A to KsAa with the Bindu superimposed,

The Dipikd says that the word Bharatl heie idicates that She 1s subtle and
Nadatmaka (1n the nature of Nada ) and the word ¢ Her ” (tdm ) mdicates that She 1s the
Parachidatmké Bhuvaneshvari

5§ Seeds of the Eleocarpus ganitrus with which Japa 1s done
6 A name for the jnSna-mudré or munual gesture so called

7 Cf. verse II of Iiymn to Bhuvaneshvari v Arthur and Ellen Avalon’s * Hymns
to the Goddess ” at P, 33. 8. That 1s, attendant Devatfis Y
Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com

»N



INTRODUCTION 27

The eight Mothers are Brahmisi, Maheshi, Kaumari,
Vaishnavi, Varahi, Indrani, Chimunda, Mahilakssmi,

CHAPTER VIIL

The first part deals with Prasigni Homa. It commences
by directing the Sadhaka as to his posture and then to
meditate on the Maladhara ( 1 ) in the middle of which is the
“essence of Shakti” ( Shaktisattva ) that is Kuzdalini and is
surrounded by Maya Bijas ( 2 ). Inside the Muladhira isa
triangle and five Kundas ( fire pits ) in which are the five fires
Avasathaja, Sabhya, Ahavaniya, Anvahirya and Girhapatya.
In these five Kundas the letters are mentally offered in Homa.
The Vyanjanas are divided into 7 groups and the vowels into
2 groups of eight each. Each of these groups is called after
one of the nine gems ( Ratna ) and directions are given as to
which letters should be cast into which Kuwda. By these
offerings the Sadhaka realises his subtle body. Details are
then given of the ritual of this Homa in which mental offerings
of the senses ( Indriyas ) and so forth are made.

The second portion after the 26th verse deals with the
worship of Sarasvati ; Her Nyasa, P3ja, Japa, Homa and so
forth. A Hymn to Sarasvati is given in vv. 47-60.

CHAPTER IX.

Deals with the worship of the Devi Tripura. She is called
Tripura, because, She is the Creatrix of the three Mirtis ( 3 ) ;
and is in the three Vedas ; She too on the dissolution of the

three worlds fills all space ; and existed before the Three (4)
were. Her Bijas are Aim and Klim ( 5 )-

I. The Chakrain the basic plexus. Ses my book “The Serpent Power” a translation
of the Shaschakra-nirfipaza published in the second volume of this series.

2. Thatis “Hrid” v, ante.

3. Soaccording to the Kahki Purira, Sheis so-cajled because through the operation
of Pradhdna Her body became threefold as Brahms, Visizu, Rudra. She is also three.
fold because the Mandala is triangular ; the Mantra has three syllables ; there are three
states ( avasthd ) and so forth. Some other meanings are given i the commentary tov .178
of the Lahitd where She is addressed as Tripurimbiki. Similarly in Lhe’§hoda-§hlstotra, She
is addressed as Tripursdhivasini and Tristhd or ‘residing in the three” that is, the three-
fold worlds, body, states of consciousness and so forth,

4. That is, existed before the three Devas of the Trimrti.

5. The Vagbhava and Kama Bijas. She has other Bijas also,
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The Dhyana is given at v 8 The Sadhaka 1s directed
to worship the Pitta, the Shaktis Vama and others and to
draw the Navayoni-chakra and to then place a Kalasha ( jar )
on the Chakra and invoke the Devi therein. The Chakra
1s then described The Shaktis and Matszkas and Bhairavas
who are to be worshipped are named.

In vv. 23, 24, a description 1s given of a worship which
has the effect of producing such amorous passion in the
celesttal female Spirits and Genu, Suras, Asuras, Siddhas,
Yakskas, Vidyadharas, Gandharvas, Bhujamgas (1) and
Charazas ( 2 ) that they come to the Sadhaka “with gazelle-
like eyes, breathing heavily, their bodies quivering with, and
moist with the pearly sweat of, passion, and throwing away
their ornaments and letting their clothes fall from about them,
bow themselves before him and offer to do his will”.

CHAPTER X

Is concerned with the worship of Maualaprakssti, Her
Mantra, Homa, Abhiskeka, Japa and Archana (3) For
the purpose of worship She is materialised as Ambika accord-
ing to the directions of a Dhyana which 1s given. She is
there described as holding Pasha ( noose ), Amkusha ( goad )
(4) Iskta (making the Varamuadra ), Abhaya ( making the

Mudra of that name) (5). An explanation 1s given of
these four.

The rest of the Chapter 1s concerned with the ritual.

CHAPTER XI

Continues the same subject, and gives a description of Her

Yantra ( 6 ), Gayatri, 16 Shaktis ( 7 ), 32 Shaktis ( 8 ), and
64 Shaktis ( 9 ) which are named.

That Nagas or Serpent divinities

The Siddhas and names following are various classes of Devayom

See these described 1 my “‘Shakti and Shakta” and ““Garland of Letters”,
See Arthur and Ellen Avalon’s “Flymns to the Goddess,

The gestures of granting boons and dispelling fear

Diagram used m worship 7 Vv 11, 12,

Vv 12-16, including Siniball, Kalaritni, Maharatn, Kapslni, Mahisamardini,
Indrézl, Rudrasni.

Vv, 16-24, mclading Prakssti, Vikrati, Srasha, Sthit, Samhrat, Svahi, Svadhs,

Gyatrl, Siwitrf, Vimali, Bahuripi, Sati, Bahpshishnd, Madanaturs Akskobhys,
Satyavadini.

o P WP o
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Some further details regarding Her worship are set forth

and then in verses 49-68 the following fine Hymn to Praksti
is given. "

HYMN TO PRAKR/TI (1)

Be gracious to me, Oh Pradhini ( 2 )

Who art Prakszti ( 3 ) in the form of the elemental world ( 4 )
Life ( 5 ) of all that lives,

With folded hands I make obeisance to Thee Our Lady (6)
Whose very nature and will it is to do (7 )
That which we cannot understand ( 8 ).

2

A hymn is composed of sentences
And these of words with their terminations (g ),

I.  The primordial Shakt: ; ses note 3 below,

2. Pra+dhd +anaf=pradhatte sarvam &tmani or that which contains all things
in itself ; the source and receptacle of all matter and form,

3. Pra+4kssti, that is, She by whom all actions, that is, creation ( s»ésk#) main-
tenance (sthiti) and destruction (laya) are done. Prakriyate karyddikam anaya.
Pradh@na and Prakssti are one and the same under different aspects. Praksiti also
means before ( Pra ) creation (kr2ti ), krsteZ prarambho yasy84-She from whom creation
begins. The first is the one as the container of the material which goes to the making
of the world of form and Prakssti is the One m its active aspect moulding into form

the materia prima (to use an analogous though not altogether accurate term ) of
which as Pradhana, It isthe container.

4. Prapancha, that is, the Universe as composed of the five gross ‘“‘elements”
( mah@bhiita ) or ether ( 8kasba ), air ( vAyu ), fire ( tejas ), water ( ap ), earth ( prethivi ).

5. Prama which manifests in the breath of breathing things ( prazi ).

6. Prabho; the meaning of which is ‘“one who can confer favours and show
disfavour” ( nigrahinugrahasamartha ).

7. It is Her very pature ( prakszi) to be and to do, what She is and does. She
cannot be otherwise and be Herself, She acts, and to do so 15 Her will and Her will
is what She is.

8. The action of Praksiti is apratarkya, beyond all human discussion and concep-
tion, known only to Prakseti-PurusZa and not to ourselves, who are but transforma-
tions ( vikz7ti ) and but limited manifestations of the immanent yet transcendent Cause.

9. In Sanskrit the root is not considered a word. It becomes only a word ( padam)
when the case or verbal termination is added. Thus bhil the root of the verb ‘‘to be”
is not a pada but, bhavati, the third person singular present tense is such ; Rama is
not a pada, but Rama%, Ramar, Ramera, e/, are padas,
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Words again consist of letters
And Thou Thyself, Oh Supreme Queen, art the letter (1),
Thus art Thouboth the Hymn and those who hymn Thee (2).

3

Even Aja ( 3) Adhokskaja ( 4 ) and Trikskana ( 5 ),
Know not Thy Supreme form which is Maya (6),
But pray to Thee in Thy gross form as Ruler (7))
Therefore so must I pray to Thee ( 8).

’

4

Salutation to Thee our Lady supreme over all (9),
Who art Bindu ( 10),
Obeisance to Thee the Paratattva ( 11 ),

1 Akskara or lettered sound 1s the gross manifestation of subtle so>und or dhvani
Dhvani 1s Devi as Kulakundalini  Mantra 1s theretore Devatd not only in 1ts collective form,
but 1n each of the letters which compose 1t Akshara also means ‘impenshable’

2 L *“he Devl prases Herself with letters which are Ilerself because the power
of speech 1s Ilerself ” The Hymnist and the IIymn are but manifestation of the Supreme
whom they 1nvoke. The Jiva woiships its inner ground or Partamatma

3 Aja ‘“the unborn one” 1s an epithet applicable to Brahmf, VisZzu and
Rudra but 1s generally and here used as a title of Brahmd the creative aspect of the
trinuty ( tnimirt ).

4 Adhokskaja , which means ‘Ile from whom there 1s no fall { rebirth ) when
once attamned” , or ““He who 1s beyond the perception of the senses” (aksha=
mdriya ) , Vachaspatya Dict It here means Vishnu

5 Trikskarma or ‘‘three-cyed” a term generally applied to Shiva who Dbears n
His forchead the third eye of wisdom ( jndna chakskuZ )

6 That by which the Brahman as Avyakta creating the Umverse 15 able to make
Itself appear to be different from what It really 1s

7 Ishitém She 1s the meffable Lord ( Ishvari) ruling the Umwverse Iler creation.
This ruling aspect which mvolves relation 1s Her gross aspect.

8 Thats, if even these threc great Devas can only worship the gross aspect, of
greater necessity 1t 15 that the hymmst should do so. 9 Samasteshi,

10 From the Sachchiddnanda Parameshvara with Prakset1 issued Shaktr from Shakty
came Nida and from N&da was born Bindu ( Shéradatilaka, Ch 1} This Bindu agan
has two aspects the Bindu or Puruska aspect or “‘Ham” manifesting m breathing crea-
tures ( Préni) as expiration and the wvisarga or Prakssti aspect or ““Sa%” mamifesting
as mspiration ; the current of the life wave being called Hang cha saz or the molion of
Ha and Sa. Sez my book *“The Serpent Power”

11. Lzf. the supreme Tattva or praks:ti In this edition the alternative reading
‘‘Ravatvena” has been preferred. As such the meanmg 1s She 15 the Rava or sound which
anses on the bursting of the Bindu.  See ante p. 6.
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Who art Pradhana ( 1) and Mahattva ( 2),
Salutation to Thee Who art in the form of Ahamkara ( 3 )

5

Obeisance to Thee in the form of sound and ether,

Salutation to Thee in the form of touch and air,

Obeisance to Thee in the form of sight and fire,

Salutation to Thee in the form of taste and water,

Obeisance to Thee in the form of earth with its quality of

smell ( 4 ).

6

Salutation to Thee in the form of the ear, skin, eyes, tongue,
and nose ( 5 ),

And in the form of mouth, speech, arms, legs, organs of
excretion and generation ( 6 ),

Salutation to Thee, Manas, Buddhi, Aharhkara and Chitta (7)),

Obeisance to Thee Whoart in the form of the whole Universe :

1. Sezv. I note 2, p. 29.

2. Mahattva ( Mahat-tattva ) is that state of the vikr#tl of milaprakriti which when
individualised is called Buddhi. The latter is one of the fourfold aspects of the antaikarasa
or mental organ, vzz,, manas ( lower mind or sensorium), buddhi ( higher mind the func-
tion of which is determination ; nishchayakarizi), abarikara ( egoity, self-consciousness )
and chitta ( v, post, v. 6, n. 7).

3. See last note. The aharhkdra here referred to is however to be distinguished
from that mentioned in verse 6. Itis aharik&ra thought of as before its divisions into
Taijasa, Vaikarika, and Bhautika.

4. Ether, air, fire, water, earth are the five gross elements { mahdbhiita ). They
each have certain qualities or guma, These are sound, touch, sight ( by and of light )
taste and smell. Mahabhiita is the container or supporter ( &dhara ) and that which
is called its gusa is the supported or contained ({ &dheya ). It is through its guma that
the mababhita is perceived by the senses { indriya ). Thus, scund isthat by which the
invisible aka&sha is known. The Mahabhiita and its guwa represent the objective
and subjective aspects. As the world is the creation of mind, the shabda, sparsha,
riipa, rasa and gandha ( sound, touch, sight, taste, smell ) tanmatras are the cause of the
mahabhitas the former themselves deriving from the t@masa aharikira.

The organs of sense ( indriya ) are of two kinds v7z., Jninendriyas or "organs of
sensation through which knowledge of the external world is obtained, iz, those men-
tioned in this line and Karmendriyas or otgaps of action by which that knowledge is
applied, namely, those mentioned in the second line.

6. See last note.
7. Seen. 2. These four are vikretis of the Devl

Chittam is that by which one knows ( Chetati anena iti chittam ). According to
the Vedanta it is the faculty of the mental oigan ( antakkarana ) which contemplates and
investigates into the subject-matter of thonght—anusandhin8tmikd antadkarama- vrittiz
iti vedéntaZ,
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Who pervadest all
And yet art formless ( 1 ).

Thou art the Antaritma ( 2),

Who by the Sun ( 3 ) upholdest all living creatures,

And Who by the Moon ever nourishes them

Again assuming the appearance of Fire the carrier of obla-
tions ( 4 ) Thou burnest

Oh Mahadevi, verily do these three lights ( 5) and fires issue
from Thee.

8

Assummg the form of Brahma with active quality ( 6)
The four-headed one, seated on a shining white swan,
Thou dost create the world

Of which thou becomest the Mother

Who 1s there indeed, Oh Supreme Ruler ( 7 ),

Who can imagine Thy supreme state ( 8)?

9

Adorned with crown,
Resplendent with conch and discus (¢ )

1 The forms of the Mother of the Universe are threefold. There 15 first the supreme
( para) form of which, as the Viskuzuyimala says, ““none know” { see Ch III, Shaktananda
Taramgiz 1), next Her subtle form as mantra or scund , and thwdly Her gross form in the
visible universe and i those embodied aspects or spirtual avatiras m which She
presents Flerself, for the benefit of the sidhaka who can only woiship Iler 1n such form
See Author’s <‘Shakti and Shakta” and “Ilymns to the Goddess ”

2 Atm3 derved from &t-+manm, 15 that which continues to esst mn  all states
(avasthd ) commencing with jigrat and following on n the others svapna, sushupti,
and turlya, that s, the eternal Spmit At = sdtatya-gamane or that which 1s continually
gomg , that 1s, which never ceases to exist But as the term &tma has also other meanings
m Sanskrit ( such as effort, patience, buddhi, nature, manas, son, jiva, sun, hutdsana ( fire )
viyu, body ) the term which specifically describes the Spint as the inner substance of all
things 1s antar@8mé or inner &tma

The Sanskrit expression 1» finer but untranslatable—ravitvena bhutva antaratma@
dadhdisi, that 1s, who upholds “by Thy sunness’ In .he sime way later we have
chandramastvena ‘‘by Thy moon ness ”

4 Tire 1t 15 which while consaming oblations 1 thewr gross form carries them as
nounshing food 1 subtle form to the Devas

5 That 1s Sun, Moon and Fire corresponding with the Kny#, Ichchhd and Tnana
Shaktis

6, That 1s the rajas guna

7 Tshi,

8 Liz *Vou (alonc) think upon { or know } Yonr supreme state ’

9. Chakra, Both conch and discus are white and shiming,.
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As Nardyana with quality of manifestation ( 1 ),
Thou dost maintain the world ;
For He also is part of Thee.

I0

Again in the form of the three-eyed Rudra

Carrying axe and a rosary ( 2),

On whose matted hair are moon, serpent and Ganges ( 3 ),
He with the quality which veils ( 4 )

Thou dost at the end of the Kalpa ( 5 ) destroy the whole

universe,
And then alone shinest ( 6 ).

I1

Thou, Oh Supreme Lady ( 7 ), art Sarasvati ( 8 ),

The presiding Goddess of Speech,

Clad in white raiment ( g ), ,

Holding a rosary of Rudraksa beads, a pen, and a jar of
nectar,

Thou maketh the Chinta gesture ( 10)

Thou art The Three-eyed One

Bearing upon Thy matted hair ( 11 )

The shining crescent moon.

12

Thou art, Oh Queen, the uncreated changeless One,
Thou art Durga ( 12 )
With shining conch and discus

1. Sattvaguma. Zz, “He who maintains is part of Thee”,
2. Made of rudrakska seed or human skull or bones.

. When Garigd was called down from heaven by Bhagiratha, She first fell into the
matted hair ( jasd ) of Shiva.

4. Tamo-guna,

The period of time between two epochs of dissolution { pralaya ) or 4,320,000,000
years. Then Shiva withdraws creation into Himself.

6. For what 1s there when all is gone but the unmanifest Prakssti 2 See Voginihridaya
Ch. 1. 7. Ishi
8. Goddess of speech, learning and wisdom.

9. The colour of Sarasvati is white. Thus She is represented as white holding the
vind ; adorned with white flowers, holding a white rosary, besmeared with white sandal
paste, clad in white ralment. See note to Sarasvatl stotra in Tantrasfira quoted in author’s
¢Fymns to the Goddess.” 10, The Jnana-mudrd.

11. Kaparda as is worn by Shiva.
12.  One of the greatest names of the Devi ; that is, S3 ya durgatinh harati,

5
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Formidable with whirling sword ,

She who with high and glittering crown

Is borne upon a roaring lion ( 1 )

The crowd of Daityas ( 2 ) Thou dost destroy,
But Siddhas ( 3 ) worship Thee.

I3

Truly, Oh Supreme Ruler (4 ), Thou art The ( one ) Mother,
Who art the half of the body of the enemy of Tripura ( 5 ),
Shining forth as the spouse of Bhava { 6 ),

And agamn as Daughter of the King of Mountains ( 7 ),

Oh good and ( 8 ) supreme Queen,

Great Yogins salute Thee

I4

Great Goddess ( 9 ), I know Thee to be Shri ( 10)

The only Mistress of all peoples,

Dear to the world,

She who lives in the sky-blue ( 11 ) breast of the enemy of
Kaitabha (12 ),

Beauteous with the glittering splendour of the Kaustubha
gem ( 13 ).

I

Oh great Goddess { 14 ) and all-pervading One ( 15 ),
The seven shining Mothers
Are parts and forms of Thee,

I. The vehicle of Durgs, 2, Demonic spuats. [ Esoterically the sense of duality
m the s@dhaka ]

3 That 15, here not the Devayon: of that name but the Perfect with all accomphish
ment , those who are possessed of Siddhi 4.  Mabeshi

5 Thatis, Smva More stricly She and Shiva are halves of one whole as accord-
mg to Hindu ideas man and wife form one completed being Each 1s immperfect
without the other  See gosz Ch. 27 Hymn to Shiva, verse 9 note

6 Shivain the watery form of the Askfamiurta

7. Himélaya who was the father of Parvati. 8  Sunéth&. 9. Mahadevi,

10 Lakskmi, 11, Vyomanile

12 Vishnu destroyed the Asuras Madhu and Kaifabha  Madhu 1s tamoguza and
Kaizabha 15 rajoguna.  See Mirkandeya Chandi, Ch 1

13. Gem worn by VisZzu The word means destruction of all evils, or worldly-
mindedness, or sense of smallness or imitation, See pos? p. 48.

14, Mahddevi. 15. Vibhuy.
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They who bear the signs, implements, and weapons
Of Aja, Adriz, Guha, Abjaks/a,
Potri, Indraka, and Mahabhairava ( 1 ).

16

Thy lustre is that of a thousand rising suns

In the endless spaces of the Universe.

Upon Thy head is the crescent moon { 2 )

Thou holdeth the noose and goad ( 3 )

And maketh the gestures of granting blessing and of dispelling
fear ( 4 ).

17

Thou, Oh Ruler ( 5 ), art light, fame and beauty,
Day, evening and night,

Action, hope, darkness and hunger,

Intelligence ( 6 ), memory, patience,

Speech, mind ( 7 ) and knowledge ( 8 )

Beauty and splendour

And all other powers ( 9 ).

18

Oh Destructress of ills ( 10),
Thou Who Art
Bindu and Nada :

1. Thatis Brahm#, Girisha, Kartikeya, Viskwu, Varfha, Indra and Mahabhairava.
Therefore the Matsikiis are Brabmdari, Rudrdzni, Kaunwdari, Vaisnavi, Varéhi, Aindriand
Mahibhairavi or Chamund®.  The Matrikds who issued from Durgd during her battle
with Shumbha and Nishumbha are variously enumerated ; usually eight are spoken
of and sometimes nive ; others being Aparajitd and Nérasithhi, See¢ Chanai, Ch. VIII.

2. The Devi as spouse of Shiva bears ( as He does ) the crescent moon.

. These with the arrow and bow are Iler weapons. The Yoginihridaya says,
‘‘the noose is Ichchhashkii, the goad Jndnashakti, and the bow and arrows Kriyfshakti.”
But the Tantrardja says ‘“Mind is the bow of sugarcane, desire the noose, attachment ( riga)
the goad and the tanmatras the five arrows of flowers.”

4 Thatis, She makes with her hands the two gestures ( mudrf) called vara (or
here abhiszza ) and abhaya. 5. TIshi.

6, Buddh, see page 41,

7. Mati ; here the acting manas.

8, Sammati which also means agreement, consent, opinion, love, affection, also read
Sannati ( obeisance) and for Kanti ( splendour ) Bhakti ( Faith, devotion) is read.

9. Shaktiprabheda ; that is, the various different manifestations of Fler shakti,

10. Hare : that is, remover of sin and pain.
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Shakt: and Shanta (1)

Thou art 1n the form of the seven

Regions (2 ), nether worlds ( 3 ), mountains (4) and oceans (5),
Stars ( 6 ), 1slands ( 7 ), substances ( 8 ) and tones ( 9 ).

19

Salutation to Thee Oh great Queen ( 10 )
Who art all ((11)

And 1n the form of all { 12 ),

Who art the power 1n all things (13 ),

1 BhedaprabhinnaiZ abhinne bindunfdaik  sashakty@khyash@ntaiz  Shaktt  and
Shanta are parts of the Bija and are states of the Brahman which i its
various aspects the mantra 15 When referrtble to the sfdhala of the mantra, Shaku
1s that allpervading allembracing energy which appears 1 him in the stage lading
to and mmmediately preceding Shiinta where all his wishes arc reahsed withoul will
or effort for he 1s himself that by which they are done Shinta 1s ordinanly unde:
stood as 1mplymg that state 1 which there 15 neither happiness nor unhippiness,
attachment or desire , but the Shanta here spoken of 1s the essence ( tanmditra ) of that
and which appears 1n the Moksha stage when the sopreme Atmid 1 reahsed  As
Comm, to v 32 of the Skaschakranuiipana says Shinta is the Chuditma

2 Bhik, Bhuvak, Sva%, Maha#, Jana%, TapaZ, Satyam
3 Tala, Atala, Vitala, Sutala, Taldtala, Mahétala, Rasitala

4 The seven mountams cilled Kula DParvatas are Mahendra, Malaya, Sahya,
Shuktim@in, Azkska, Vindhya, Paripitra

. 5 Of Salt (Lavana ), Sugarcanc juice ( Iksiu), Wine (Sura or Madhu), Ghee
( Arya, Sarpi ), Curd ( Dadh: ), Mk ( KsAIra or Dugdba ) and Sweet Water ( Udaka )

6 Which are the seven sages, Marichi, Atr, Amgudk, Pulastya, Pulaha, Kratu
and VashisitZa,  Or grahas are the seven planets exclading Rahu and Ketu

7 Jambu, Plakska, Shaélmali, Kusha, Krauncha, Shiaka and Pusikara of which
the world 1s composed

8 Dhatu that1s, chyle (rasa ), Llood (aswik ), flesh ( mamsa), fat ( meda), bone
(asthi ), marrow ( majjé ) and semen ( shukra ) of the physical body

9 Svara. The text here refers to Shadja, Rishabha, Gandhira, Madhyama
Panchama, Dhaivata, Nisi&da located i the Visbuddha chahra See Introduction to
“The Serpent Power” Tantrik doctrine 1% expressed n terms of sound (shabda) and
music 1s merely a species of 1t or grossly manifested sweet melodions sound Musically
considered the svaras are Sa, 11, ga, ma, pa, dha, n1 ( corresponding with the European
scale ¢, d, & f, g, a, b ) which constitute the grima or gamut The mtervals between
these are the sub tones or shrutis of which there are 22 The gramas are threefold—
low, middle and high or udm8&, mudid, tawa coniesponding  with the three svaras
udatta, anuddtta, and svant, pronounced from the navel, chest and head and called
by the Mohammedan musicians ndbh: ( navel ) baksha ( chest), kap@la ( head ).  As there
are 7 tones and 3 grimas there are 21 miirchchhands.

10.  Maheshi 11 Samaste 12 Samastasvariipe

RE2 Samasteshu vastushu anusyfitashakte , 22z the power (shakt1) which 15 “sewn
Into™ or interweaved with all things For nothing 15 or acts but by Her power and
this existence and action 15 Her power thal 1s Herself
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Who dost assume forms both gross and subtle
Thou art spoken of as memory and knowledge
And as the want thereof ( 1 ).

20

Let all our thoughts be ever of Thee,

Oh our Great Lady ( 2),

May all our speech be of, and all our hymn to, Thee,
May all we do ( 3 ) be homage to Thee.

Be ever gracious to and pardon me ( 4 ).

CHAPTER XIL

This Chapter gives an exposition of the worship of Shrior
Laks/Zmi and states Her Bija ( 5 ) and Dhyana and the Japa
and Homa in her Sidhana. Her nine Shaktis ( 6 ) are to be
invoked round Her PitZa. Verse 29 gives a Dhyina of Her
as Rami and 32 Shaktis of Ram3 are enumerated who should
also be worshipped. The worship of Shri leads to purity;
bodily perfection and beauty, intelligence and devotion to
Vis4znu ; and not only the Sadhaka but his bed and all other
things belonging to him are purified.

CHAPTER XIII

At the commencement the Tripusa (7) Mantra is indi-
cated. After doing Amganyasa with that Mantra the

1. Tor Devi is avidyd ( ignorance ) as She is also vidy& ( knowledge ). Through the
first She binds and by the second She liberates.

2. Maheshi

That is all bodily action, eating, drinking, sexual intercourse, walking, sleeping
etc., which should be offered to Her and thus divinised. In the same way the Hymn to
Visknu in the 21st Chapter of this work contains the fine line—Devesha karmasarvam
me bbavedaradhanamh tava—“Oh Lord of Devas, all my actions should be worship of
Thee.”

4. The Prapanchasara then recites the fruits of this Hymn saying that he who does
japa, p@ij8 and recites this hymn with reverence attains that which 1s the supreme wealth and
abod e. Whoever serves the injunctions becomes both yogi and bhog, that 18, he has according
to Tantra both liberation and enjoyment.

5. Shrixh,

6. Verse 8.

7. An antargatd Devi of Tripur. See Tripuf@srotra in Tantiasira, translated with
commentary at page 172 of Arthur and Ellen Avalon’s *“Hymns to the Goddess.™
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Sadhaka should meditate on the Devi as on a lotus seat 1 the
heatt lotus (1) After Pyja to Her, Her Avararza Devatas
should be worshipped Her Japa 1s done 1,200,000 times
( twelve lakhs) Invv 4and 5 Her Dhyana 1s given In
v. 10, the Dharazi Bija 1s mdicated The Rus4t 1s Vargha,
the ChhaundaZ 1s Nivszt, and the Devatd is Dharani  Then
follows Tvarita Vidya who is so called because She grants
success to Her worshippers very speedily. The worshipper
of this Tvaita mantra is tempted by celestial damsels If the
Sadhaka overcomes these temptations then Devi Tvarna
grants all his desues Totalavidhi 1s described in vv 64-66
Then Nitya Mantra 1s indicated and the mode of Her worship
laid down. V. 84 says that ( amongst other fruit secured by
this Mantia ) if he who 1s initiated theremn thinks of a woman
and makes Japa of this Mantra a thousand times, even when
lying on hus bed ( 2 ), then that woman becomes so maddened
by the arrows of Madana the God of love that she comes
running to him

CHAPTER XIV

Deals with the worship of Durgd  IHa Dhyana 1s given
inv 4 Inv 7, Her nne Shaktis are given Vv, 11 and
12 enumerate Her weapons, and another set of Shakus.
Again in v 31 further Shaktis are given Onc of the fruits
of Her pija 1s declared to be the power to bring under control
even the wives of Kings Some warrior Shakus are given
mnv. 72.

CHAPTER XV

Is concerned with the detals of the ritual of the wotship
of Sarya ( Sun) the Sattvika aspect of Bhuvaneshvari.

CHAPTER XVI

Indicates the Mantra of Chandra ( Moon ) and deals with
His worship V8 gives nine Shaktis of Chandra At v. 25,

1. Thal 1s, not anfhata but the small IskZadevatd lotus Lelow 1t,

2 That 1s, the mantra is so powerful that 1t may be recited with success under the
casiest conditions.
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the Agni mantra is indicated ; and at v. 30, the nine Shaktis
of Agni are enumerated. The rest of the Chapter is largely
concerned with the fruits of the various forms of worship.
Chandra is the Rajasa and Agni the Tamasa aspect of the Devi.

CHAPTER XVII

Treats of the worship of Mahaganesha. Vv. 5-17 give
the Dhyana. V. 22 gives His nine Shaktis. These include
T?vré, Jvalini, Bhogada, Kamarfipini, Ugra, Tejovati, Satya,
Vighnanashini,

CHAPTER XVIII

Contains the Manmatha (1) Mantra. The Dhyana is in
v. 4. His nine Shaktis (v. 6) are Mohani (She who charms).
Ks/obhazi (She who perturbs), Trasi (She who causes anxiety),
Stambhani (She who paralyzes), Akarskizi (She who attracts),
Dravizi (She who softens), Ahladini (She who causes joy),
Klinna (She who moves the heart), Kledini ( She who mois-
tens) (2). His Gayatri is given in v. 11, as follows :—Kamade-
vaya vidmahe: Pusipavaraya dhimahi: tanno’ narhga/ prach-
odayat. (3) The Mantrais at vv. 12-14 The 16 Avaraza
Shaktis are given at vv. 19-21. They are Yuvati ( Youth-
fulness), Vipralambha (Deception), Jyotsnd (Moonlight or
Splendour), Subhrii (Beautiful eyebrows), Madadrava (Soften
ing state of love), Surata (Amorous play), Varumi (Shakti of
Varuza) (4), Lola (Agitation) (5), Kanti (Beauty) Saudamini
(Lightning), Xamachhatra (6) (all which induce passion)

1. “He who agitates the mind” or Kamadeva “‘Deva of desire” the God of
sexual desire whose mantra is Klih. Other names of this Deity are Pradyumna
“the powerful one” or ‘e who overcomes all,” Kandarpa “He who fills the mind
with happiness,” Smara ““He who peitubs or inflames” and ( see fos. ) Anamga ““The
bodiless one” At marriage and when a wife leaves her father's house to go to her
husband for the first time petitions ware addressed to Him for children and mantal happi-
ness,

2. The above and the @varama Shaktis are simple examples of what is meant by a
Devatd’s Shaktis and are for this purpose enumerated. '

3. “Letus know K&ma Deva ; let us meditate on Him the arrows of whose bow
are made of flowers. May that Bodiless One direct us.” Kama is called the ‘“Bodiess
one‘* as He was consumed by the fire of Shiva when he sought to distract the latter from His
yoga.

4. Queere.

5. Or fickle, lustiul : it may also mean the male genitals, as yoni is given post.

6. Chhatra ordinanly means umbrella ; or all covering things thus theseason of
spring or the sight of a beautiful woman would be Kémachhatra.
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Chandralekha ( The Dugits of the moon ) (1), Shuki (a female
parrot ( 2 ), Madand ( Passion of love ), Yoni ( The female
genitals ), Mayavati ( She who deludes) At v. 21 His sixteen
servants are given, namely, Shoka ( Heat or anguish ), Moha
( Delusion ), Vilasa ( Coquetry or play with women), Vibhrama
( Perturbation or confusion or amorous gestures ), Madanatura
(Helpless state induced by passion), Apatrapa (Shamelessness),
Yuva ( Male youthfulness ) ( 3 ), Kami ( Amorousness ),
Chyutapus’pa ( Mango blossom ) ( 4 ), Ratipriya ( Pleasant
coition ), Grissma ( summer ) ( 5 ), Tapinta ( Rainy season )
(6), Urja ( Autumn ), Hemanta ( Dewy season ) (7 ), Shishira
( winter ), Mada ( Spring ). The text at vv. 24 and 25 says
that at the corners of the Yantra of Madana should be
worshipped the play of the amorous sidelong glances (8),
the sensuous movements of woman’s body ( 9 ), the Madhavi
creeper ( 10), Malati flower (11), the gazelle-ike eye
(Harizaks%i) and the entiance-ment of passion ( 12 ).

The text then describes ( vv. 27 e£ seg.) the union of husband
and wife ( 13). The body of man is a manifestation of Aharn-

1 Taken collectavely as the source of hght

2. A lovesick person as descnibed 1n the AlarikBrashitra keeps a parrot to whom
he or she tells huis feelings

3 As yuavatiis a youthful woman

4 Mangoes blossom mostly m spring the season of love, and one of the God’s arrows
15 made of them Jayadeva says —“In sprng the cuckoo gladdened by the sight
of the mango buds calls sweetly i every forest Kuhu Kuhu The wind from the Malaya
mountain wafts the fragrance of cloves To wound the heart of woman spring advances
with Kima whose bow 15 formed of flowers, his bowstring a row of bees, his arrow the
buddmg’ mango shoot; Kriskna now gambols, but the separated lovers endure severe
misery.

5. The seasons are companions of Kamadeva , v. gost,

Sez brief diseriptions of the six seasons extracted from different Sanskrit an-
thors 1n Ward’s View of the History, etc, of the Iindoos, (1818), Vol L p. 519 “In
summer the earth through the fierceness of the heat 1s like a widowed woman in the
bloom of youth (tormented by desire) The scorching windis as the breath of the sex-
pent Ananta at the churning of the ocean. The sun 15 like the countenance of one
puffed up with riches The world 15 motionless like the eyes of the yogi in the meditation
( Stiktikarnzadmsata ),

6 This season the delight of the amorous comes like a king siting on a cloud formed
maddened elephant , the bghtning his flag and the thunder his large kettle drum”
( Kalhdasa ).

7. Kdartika, Agrabiyana from middle of October to middle of December

8. Apdmgebhriivi'asa,

9. H&vabbiiva, the movements a person makes which indicate desire.

10. Creeper with sweet smelling flowers, marred to the Mango tree
11, A kind of jasmine,
12, Madotkard,

13. Nyéing vanitdm ; the wife and not some other Shakts,
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kara ( 1)and is theabode of error (2). Woman is Buddhi ( 3 ).
These two are united in the Chittayoni ( 4 ), that is, in that
mental function of the Anta/Zkaraza which is here figuratively
regarded as the Yoni or womb of Buddhi. Aharkira is
thus united with Buddhi and husband with wife ( 5). The
wsband is to think of himself as Madana ( 6 ) in the form of
ire and of his Shiva (7)) as a flame of fire. Let him embrace
1er who is overspread by its flame and let him sip with his
ongue the nectar of her teeth and tongue. Let him think of
his beautiful wife ( 8 ) as the embodiment of nectar whose body
{9 ) is as it were the butter ( 10 ) which is melted in that fire.
Let him touch her arms thinking them to be the flowery arrows
of Kama. The -Mantrin should keep his self-control and take
care not to injure the Jiva (11 ). In all the stages of passion
( rati ) he should be self-controlled. Thus should one’s own
beloved be worshipped ( bhajet ). If it be done thus then she
who is struck by the arrows of Kéama follows her husband
like a shadow even in another world ( 12 ).

At v. 40 is given the Mantra of Kriskna ; the Rishi of
which is Narada, the metre ( chhanda% ) Gayatri ( 13 ) and the
Devata Krishna., At v, 43 is the general Dhyana of Kriskna
and in v. 47 His Dhyana as He should be meditated on in the
morning is described. Then He is thought of as a child
of the colour of a blue lotus with a girdle of little bells covering
his waist, thighs and buttocks. His throat is adorned by large
and shining tiger claws, His face smiles happily like a lotus,
It is He who killed the demons Shakasa( 14 ) and Patand (15).

1, Vilasadaharikératanu.

2. Vibhramdspadibhita, for it is tamogusa.
3. Buddhisharird nari,

4. Chittayonim adhigachchhet.

5. As in the Jiva the Aharhkdra and Buddhi which are in it unile in its own Chitta, 56
restraining the body let the Mantrin unite with his own wife alone.

6, He thinks of his vrttis as being the embodiment of Kéma the God of Love.
7. The limga.

8. L. the “slender one” —tanvilanu.

9. Lt the Mandanagara,

10. Navanita. In Homa clanfied butter is poaved into the fire and sexual union is one of
the fire fires.

I1. That is, he should not over-exert himself and thus injuriously affect his ajapd-
mantra, or vital breath. Padmapada refers to Kimashastra.

12. Bhavéntare 5 or ( may be ) another birth.
13. There is here the same divisions as in the ordinary Gayatri.

14. A demon who attempted to fall on and crush the infant Krishua who with His foot
killed him,

15 Kamsa sent Pitans, the milk of whose breasts was poison, to Kriskna ;3 but He
sucked her life away. See Devibhagavata Purdnua, IV, 24.

6
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He s the Govinda to whom Shamkara, Indra and others
do obeisance.

At v. 48 1s the midday meditation ( Dhyana ). Let the
worshipper then think of Him as Mukunda lustrous as the full
blown lotus, with eyes like blue lotuses, surrounded by cows
and herdswomen ( Gopis), as one Who has conquered all
His enemies, Whose pure smile 1s like the white jasmine and
the Mandara flowers. His head is adorned with peacock
feathers. He is the strong lustrous One habited in yellow
raiment. Those who thus worship Him gain wealth ( 1 ).

At v. 49 is given the evening Dhyana. He is then
contemplated upon as the unconquerable One Who by His
valour has laid 1n the dust all His enemies and “has lightened
the weight of this Earth” (2). Who is ever surrounded by
great Kuskis such as Narada and others who desire to learn
from him the true meanmg of Tattva. He is pure, incompar-
able, imperishable and luminously blue. He 1s the Vasudeva
“Who steals ( 3) the creation and maintenance of the universe”
and Who grants Liberation

CHAPTER XIX

Deals with Yoga. The Prazava ( Om) 1s the Kalpa
tree of all desires and the grantor of Liberation The Dhyana
is given in v. 4 of Oinkara or the Prazava as representing
Vishnwa, Vv, 8-12 give the Avarama devatds of Viskzu
and their respective Shaktis, At verse 14 Yoga is spoken of.
Yoga 1s defined as the constant uninterrupted vision in oneself
of the Atma which is without hands, feet, mouth or other limb
or body ( 4 ).

The faults which are impediments ( Diuskaza ) of Yoga
are enumerated, vzz.—Kama ( lust ), Kopa ( anger ), Lobha
( greed ), Pramoha (ignorance ), Mada ( pride), Matsarata
(envy ). In verse 16 the well known Arhgas of Yoga such as
Yama and so forth are given and then defined. The several
names of Ornkara follow ( v. 34).

L. This 15 the Rijaska form, asthe morning form is Sfttvika from which no matenal
fruit 1s gamed but the gifts of the spiit only,

2. By the removal of iniquity,
3. Thatis, He destroys the world, This is the Rudramfirti,
4. Kara-phda-mukbiidivibinam anfratadszshyam ananyagam Stmapadam

Yamihatmani pashyati tattvavida stamimash kila yogamit: bruvate.
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V. 42 describes how the different parts of Omkira
are dissolved in Shanta. A is dissolved ( Sammharet) in
U, U in M, M in Bindu, Bindu in Nada, Nada in Shakti and
Shakti in Shanta.

Five states ( Avasthas ) of consciousness are given ( v. 46 )
and not four, viz.:—Jagrat ( waking ), Svapna ( dream sleep ),
Sus/upti ( dreamless slumber ), Turiya ( the fourth state)
and Tadatita ( that which is above the fourth ) (1). They are
then defined. Jagrat is that enjoyment which the Atma
enjoys by the aid of its own senses ( Indriyas ) (2 ). Svapnais
that feeling or perception ( Anubhava ) which exists through
these senses when devoid of consciousness ( Sarmjni) ( 3 );
Sus/upti is that condition of quietude which is caused by the
effortless state of the Atma (4). Turiya is the state when the
Atma sees the Supreme with unclouded vision ( Chetas ) ( 5).
The fifth state is that which immediately precedes Liberation
( Mukti ) and is defined as “that condition where the Yogi
realises the inseparateness of Atmi and Paramitmi. From
this state Liberation is not far” (6). When Pavana (Viyu) is
in the subtle Pashyanti (7 ) and in Madhyama (7 ) and
Vaikhari (7 ) when at the end of Susfumna (8) then
Jagrat is the utterance of the Bija, Bindu is Svapna, Susiupti
is Nada, Shakti is Turfya and Shanta is Laya ( absorption )
which is beyond Turiya.

I. So the Devi, in the Lalitd, is addressed as SarvAvasthdvivarjita, _that is,
“transcending all the states.” Three Siitras in the Shiva Siitras describe this state,
See Bhaskarariya’s Comm, on Lalita V. 63,

2, Svair indriyair yad@tmi bhumkte bhogan sa jdgaro bhavati. Sz Introduction to
The Serpent Power.

3. Serijndrabitair api tair asySnubhavo bhavet punak svapnak ; that is, apparently
when the sense organs cease to act directly on new objects of their functioning and Atma
is conscious of mental 1mages generated by those senses when in the Jagrat state,

4. Atmanirudynktatays nairdkulyarh bhavet suskuptir api.

5. Pashyati pararh yadtma nistamasa chetasd turiyam tat.

6. Atmaparamatmapadayor abhedato vyapnuyad yads yogi,
Tachcha turlyatitam tasyapi bhavenna dirato muktiZ.

What is here referred to is that which is called Jivanmukti. When the body is
relinguished there follows complete or bodiless Mukti { Videha Kaivalya ).

7. 'The subtle states ( bhiva ) of sound so named.

8, At the end of Susfumnd.” The end is just below the twelve-petalled lotns
which rests on the upper end of Susfumpa. Here the meaning may be towards the end,

Stkskm&khyayam pashyantyari madhyamakhyavaikharyok.

Sasuskumnégragayor api yunjyajjagradadibhi/ pavanam.
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Mahavisknu then says —In leaving the body, entering
another body and re-entering one’s own body the places of
exit and entry are the ArhgusizzZa (either thumb or great toe ),
Gulpha ( the ankle ), Janu (knee ), Guda (anus), Sivani (free-
num of prepuce or guere glans penis ), Med/kra ( penis ), Nabhi
( navel ), Hredaya (heart ), Griva ( neck ), Lambikigra ( tip
of the tongue ), Nasa ( nose ), Bhriimadhyalalafagra ( middle of
eyebrows on the forehead ).

He then speaks of the conquest of, or power of control
over, the five elements  This 1s done through their respective
Shaktis and Bijas, with which the self is identified (1). Thus
to control fire the self is made one with its Shakti and Bija
(v. 56) He then describes the three states ( 2 ) of Siddhi
( power ) and the eight Siddhis ; to possess all of which is to be
Jivanmukta.

CHAPTER XX.

Deals with the meaning of the eight-letter Mantra of
Nirayaza “Om nama’ Nardyaziya. The meaning is that
Tara ( Om ) arises from Shakti and means So’ham ( “I am
He” ) Na and Ma# are negatives. N3i 1s water, R3 is fire,
Ya is air, Vais earth ; and the last Ya is there as a case-
ending (3) The Rzskt of the Mantra 1s Sadhyanarayazna, the
metre is Gayatri and the Devatd 1s Paramatma. Verse 7
gives the Dhyana of Mukunda (4 ) In the Sadhana of this
Mantra the body of the Sadhaka 1s the Pizza. V. 12 says
that when Nyasa is done with the letters of this Mantra then
the Mantrin becomes the object of his own worship for he is
personally composed of the letters of the Mantra,

At v. 60 the Mahavisfzu enumerates the ten Avitaras
of Vissnu omitting Buddha and substituting Balarama ( 5 ).

1. Shaktibhish cha tadbjjais siriipyam  ftmanash cha pratinitvE; that 13 (to
translate hiterally) by inducing a state of sameness ( sfriipyam &tmana% ) of the self ( of the
operator ) with the Shakti and Bija ( of the elements ).

2 That 1s, signs of approaching Siddhi or possession of Siddhi. The three states
are ; prasiichika { “indicative” ¢ g, physical signs sach as thnll, hawr standing on end
( pulaka ), efc,); pratyaya (‘‘conwiction,” ¢ g, beatitude, restramt of breath, efz.), and
the third is Siddhi 1tself which 15 of various kinds, the chief enumeration being eight,

Nomore 15 sa1d in the text, but the meaming 1s I am Ile and not the five
elements ( named ) ?

4. A ftitle of Vishnu as the Giver of Liberation.
5 Shékyamnn Gautama, it may be noted, was not, as 1s commonly supposed the first
Buddha. He merely gave shape and systematised the teachings of other Buddhas who

preceded him, Both Buddhistik and Brahmeanik writings of old prove thrs,
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Vv. 21-24 state the Kirizadi Mantra (1), The Shaktis
of the fPlfllza éi]venein v. 29 are Vimald and others. The
rest of the apter deals with placing of the ja
Archana and other ritual details. P ¢ T,

CHAPTER XXI

Treats of the twelve Yantras or diagrams of the twelve
Rashis ( signs of the Zodiac) ( 2).

At vv. 54-69 is given a fine Hymn to Viskzu here
translated which is directed to be sung for the pleasure of
the Deities who are to be worshipped in these Yantras.

HYMN TO VISANU.(3)

1

Oh Bhagavan ( 4 ), be gracious to me
Whose mind is dulled with ignorance ;
Give me the gift of devotion

To the pollen of Thy lotus feet.

2

Oh Bhagavan, be gracious to me ;

Thou cannot be imagined,

Abode as Thou art of immeasurable lustre,
Be gracious, Oh best of Purusfas ( 5 ),
Who allayeth all our pains.

1. The Mantra used in the worship of the ornaments of VisZzu such as crown
armlet, necklace, eZc.,

2. Meska ( Aries ), Vriskabha ( Taurus), Mithuna ( Gemini ), Karkasaka (@anc_er )
Sirhha ( Leo ), Kanya ( Virgo ), Tuld ( Libra ), Vrishchika (‘Scorpio ), Dhanuk (Sagltta:nu_s )
Makara ( Capricornus ), Kumbha ( Aquarius ), MIna ( Pisces); the solar year beginning
with the entrance of the sun into Mes/a.

3. Ch. 21, v. 54.

The Brahman as the possessor of all powers (aishvarya) which belong to
Tshvara. This is one of the Saguna aspects of the Brahman,
5. The individual spirit.
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3

Oh Tsha (1), Oh Stainless One, be gracious to me,
Who art the self of the Universe ( 2 )

And bliss itself ( 3 ) ;

Essence unimagined ( 4 ),

To Thyself art Thou known only ( 5 ).

4

Be gracious to me, Highest of the highest,
Who art the Deepest of the deepest

Be gracious, Oh Goodness and Beauty,
Who art Majesty itself to the majestic.
Great Light, be gracious to me

5

Be gracious, Unmanifested One ( 6 ),
Ever pervading in that which ever pervades :
Minutest of the minute, be gracious ;

Most loving of the loving, be gracious ;

>

Be gracious, Thou Who art the end of all ends.
6

Be gracious to me, Greatest of the Great,

Oh Lord of all, Unending One ( 7)), be gracious,

Who art eternal, Maya ( 8 ), Holder of the conch ( 9 ),
Be gracious to us mortals :

Oh Madhava ( 10 ), may You be ever victorious

7

Victory be to Thee, Oh beautiful One 1
Victory be to Thee Who art gentleness itself |

Lord.
Vishvatman
Avandstman
Achintyasfira,
Svasamvedyasvariipitman
Avyakta.
7. Anpanta. If ‘ananya’ be read for ‘ananta’ the meaning will be “Who art mseparate
from Thy creatures”,
8. May&tman ; Za/ one with or mseparate from Maya His Shakti
9. By Shaxikha ( coneh), says Sharikarichdrya, 15 meant Bhiitddyaharhkara, See
\tgss/z;;;;a;\asmﬁma, Vol 15 of this series, for the trme sense of the epiuhets used m

1o. A title of Visknu as busband ¢f M& or LaksAmi
Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com

Syt P w N -



INTRODUCTION 47

May You conquer, Oh Keshava ( 1).
Holder of the bow, Destroyer of Keshin ( 2 ),
Oh Auspicious One, delighter of Nanda ( 3 ),
May Thou be ever victorious.

Victory to Thee

In Whose hands are discus and mace (4 ) ;
Unconquerable One, may You conquer !

Thy head is adorned with a crown set with varied gems,
Oh Jandrdana ( 5 ), be ever victorious.

9

The shadow ( of the great wings )

Of the King of Birds, Thy carrier ( 6), obscures the Sun ;
Oh Enemy of Hell ( 7 ), salutation to Thee !

Oh Madhustidana ( 8 ), obeisance to Thee !

May Thou be over victorious.

10

Salutation to Thee, Oh Lotus-eyed |
Obeisance to Thee Who art collyrium to our eyes (9 ) !
Salutation to Thee, Destroyer of sin |

I. This epithet of Viskzu has several significations one of which is indicated in
the text, »és., He who destroys the Daitya Keshin. Another common definition is Ke
jale shava iva bhati iti Keshava : thatis, ‘“he who looks like a corpse in water” referring
to the time when after pralaya and at the commencement of the creation of the world
Vishnu lay in the ocean of milk ( Kskira-samudra ), Other definitions given in the
Shabdakalpadruma are :—Ka=Brahma : Isha=Rudra: Va=Vayati or “He who at
pralaya having surrendered the 3 forms” ( miirti of the Trinity ) which are upadhis exists
in the form of the one Paramatmd: or Ka—A—Isha: Ka—Brahmi; A=Visknu ;
Isha=Shiva : Keshava is He who controls these three: or Ka—sta::“_He to whom
Brahm4 and Shiva are son and grandson.” See Vol. XV of this Series,

2. See last note, 3. Foster father of Krésksna.
4. Chakra and Gada which are His implements,

5. Epithet of Vishnu as destroyer of the Asuras called Jana who dwell in the
ocean ; or it alto means the “‘one who is prayed to for the attainment of Puruskértha
( that is, Dharma, Artha, Kama, Moks4a ). Vachaspatya Dict.

6. Garuda who is the vehicle ( v@hana ) of VisZnu.
7. Navakérite, Naraka, usally translated to mean ‘hell’, means ‘rebirth’,
8. Epithet of VisZzu as slayer of the Asura Madhu, Z 6. Tamo guna

9. Collyrium ( anjana ) is used to clear the eyes and sight. The Lord clears the
spiritual vision of His worshippers and grants them spiritual knowledge.
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Obeisance to Thee, Our Lord (1 )1
Salutation to Thee, Dispeller of all fears !

II

Reverence to Thee,

Who dost absorb all things in Thyself,
Who hast secured the Kaustubha gem ( 2 ).
Obeisance to Thee,

Who art beyond all sight ( 3)

And beyond all speech.

12

Salutation to Thee

Who art beyond all remembrance

Obeisance to Thee

Oh Cause in three-fold form ( 4 )

Of creation, maintenance and dissolution,
Knowable 1n Thy various partial appearances ( 5 ),
Salutation to Thee.

Salutation to Viskzu
Conqueror of the enemuies of the Tridasha ( 6 ) ,
Paramitma and Strya (7))

1. Ishana

2 A dark gem with the lustre of mullions or suns which 1s worn by Viskru on Ilis
breast. It was formerly in the great ocean but Visknzu having desired it, the gem
was on the churning of the ocean secured by Huom  Sée ante p. 34.

3 Nayanitita. 4 As Brahma, Viskzu and Rudra.

Vibhranajneysmsha, /24 “*Whose various or seperate parts are knowable ” The
One has in Itself no parts but It displays Itself 1n various ways m the world Each of
such displays 1s a partial mamtestation  What 1s seen 1s 1n this sense a part of IIim

6. Tndasha 1s a term for the Devas Various esplanations are given of the word.
The sumplest is that which makes 1t equal to 10x3+3 or 33 according to the rule of
madhyapadalopa samasa These 33 are the following Devas, 22z, 12 Suns ( Aditya),
rr Rudras, 8 Vasus, 2 Vishvedevas According to another mterpretation the term
mecludes all Devas, meanmng tratiyf yauvandkhya dash@ yasya  As there aie three
states called infancy, boyhood and youth, tridasha then means he who has attaned the
third state called yauvana ( youth ), for the Devas are ever youthful Or tr1 means he
who has the *‘three,” w22, burth, exstence, destruction ; not 1n the sense in which these
terms are applied to mortal men who have increase, change and decay; but they
come into existence and exist and when thexr ment (puzya) 1s exhausted they leave
Heaven and thus cease to be devas They are called rmmortals (amara )} but only i
the limited sense of bemngs who exist until pralaya —Or tri=thet hree pamns { t&pa ) for
they who are not affected by the three fold division, of sorrow

7. Chakrabandbave ; 4#. “friend of Chakra” which according to Ilem@dri here
means the Sunx (Sfrya): for He is the Bharga, the Hiramya Puruska in that golden
tuminary. See Chbandogya Upanisked, AdhySya I, Khanda VI, Rék, 6 and 7.
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Who holdeth the discus ( 1 ) whereby
The array of Thine enemies is destroyed.

14

Thou art in the form of the whole Universe
And art worshipped by the whole Universe,

Thou art the self of all beings in the Universe ( 2 ),
Salutation to Thee |

Thou art meditated upon by Yogins,
To Thee Who art the Inner Self ( 3 ), obeisance.

I5

Salutation to Thee Who art the Giver of enjoyment ( 4 )
To Thy devotees !

Reverence to Thee Who art the Giver of Liberation ( 5 )
The actions of my mind, word and body

Should be meditation on Thee, praise of Thee and obeisance
to Thee ( 6).

16

Oh Lord of Devas (7 )!
All my actions should be worship of Thee ( 8)
And my worldly longings oblation to Thee.

Phalashloka.

The Mantrin ( 9 ) who in this manner

Is devotedly attached to the worship of Visknu

By the doing of Havana, Japa, and Archi ( 10),

Such an one having certainly obtained all fruits of desire
And being wholly satisfied ( 11 )

Attains that final Liberation ( 12)

Which is freedom from birth and death.

t. Chakra. 2. Vishvabhiitdtmane. 3. Adhy@tmarfipize. 4. Bhakti. 5 Mukti

6. The purposes to which mental, vocal and bodily action should be put are His
worship, In meditation ( dhysina) the operation of mind is displayed ; in hymns of
praise ( stuti ), and in bowing or genuflection to make salutation ( namaskriys ) the powers
of speech and body are respectively used. 7. Devesha,

8. A fieline. Devesha karmasarvarh me bhaved &rddhanarh tava. A line wanting in
the former edition has been found and printed in this, The Hymn now contains 16 verses.
The last line is indicative of renunciation,

9. Mantrin=mantro guptabh@isBazam yasya asti. He who has the mantra or secret
word. Here used in the general sense of the initiated dovotee.

10, Thatis, Homa, “‘recitation” of Mantra and worship with flowers and other upach8ra,
11, Zi, ‘Shaving his antardtma fully satisfied.” t2. Uttamaih muktim,
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CHAPTER XXII

Gives the twelve-lettered Mantra { 1) of VisZzu ; and three
kinds of Nyasa are prescribed with the letters of this Mantra :
viz ,—Samh3aranyisa in which Nyasa begins from the feet and
proceeds upwards to the knees, lihga, navel, belly, heart, hands,
throat, mouth, eyes, head and the crown lock (Shikha ) (2),
Srishtinyasa in which the rite begins with the Shikhd in the
reverse way ; and lastly, Sthitinyasa in which the Nyasa
commences in the middle with the heart, goes down to the
feet and then from the hand goes to the Shikhd. The first
is for the destruction of all Doska ( fault ) ; Sruskti is for the
creation or production of good ; and the object of Sthitiis to
gain peace ( Shanti ).

The Mantras of Sudarshana are given. The Chapter
continues with ritual detarl. The fruit gamned varies with
the offering made. Thus by the offering of bael leaf with
appropriate Mantras freedom from disease is attained.

CHAPTER XXIII

Gives several Mantras including that of Visizu as “The
Charmer of the whole Universe” ( Trailokyamohana ). A
remarkable meditation on Him 1s given in terms of sensuous
splendour at vv. 37-49 and whigh is as follows —

MgpitaTiION ON VISAHNU.

Think of a beautiful garden of Kalpa trees fragrant
with the scent of flowers and musical with the humming of big
bees. Therein meditate upon Ramapati ( 3 ), seated on Garuda
(4) who 1s on aredlotus. The husband of Shri( 5 ) is the
colour of a full blown red hibiscus flower and shines with the
radiance of ten million rising suns. He is in the full flush of
beauteous youth shedding the nectar of His sweet scented
presence and lovely form. Kind is He to all. He holds a
conch shell, bow, club ( Mus#ala), noose ( Pasha), discus
( Chakra ), sword, mace ( Gada ), goad ( Amkusha ). His eyes

1. Ot Namak Bhagavate Visudeviya,

2, Thu§ O padbhydt namak ( Om, salutation to the feet); Narh j&nubhy&n‘:
nama# ( Nam, salutation to the knees), Mak limgdya nama% ( MaZ, salotation to the
Liriga ) ; Bhang ndbhaye namak ( Bhang, salutation to the navel ) and so on, thinking the
while of the body of the Ishsadevatd nto which the SEdhaka’s body 1s being transformed.

3. The husband of Ram# or Shrl or Laks#m1 ; that 1s, Viskmu
4. The burd-king who 15 His vehicle { véihana ). 5. LaksAmi.
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are fixed in gaze upon the face of Shri, His spouse who
embraces him in the fullness of Her love (1 ). Shri is of peer-
less beauty and like molten gold, joyous and decked with all
jewels. She holds a lotus. Her eyes are like lotuses thirsty to
drink the honey from His lotus mouth. Such is the thrill
( romancha ) of Her passion that it has covered Her body with
pearly beads of sweat. In attendance upon them are all the
Devas with their attendants, Daityas, Rakskasas (2),
Gandharvas, Yaks/as, Pannagas ( 3 ) and the foremost of sages:
( Muni). Encircling Viskzu and His spouse are their househld
women with heavy thighs, hips and breasts (4 ), sweetly smiling.
They look with ardent longing upon Him making obeisance
with  their soft folded hands. Pierced by the arrows of
Anamga ( 5 ) they move voluptuously ( 6 ). Their lips part but
scarcely utter a sound for they are tremulous with passion.
Their hair and clothes are in disorder. They are shameless with
passion ( 7 ). Their whole body shakes. They breathe heavily.
All steadiness is stolen from them. They are about to fall, rent
as they are by the terrible arrows of Manmatha (8). But yet
they do mnot fall being strengthened and raised by the
beauteous glance of Visizu. Forming lotuses as it were with
their hands ( 9 ) they go towards Him and worship His two
feet and with the murmur of hardly uttered words and with
eyes wet with tears of joy say to Him “Supreme Lord and
Husband, be our Refuge” ( 10 ).

This meditation is of a typical Vaishmava quality. It
is based on the idea which is expressed in the words said
by the Vaiskwava Gurus or Gossains to their disciples,
“I am Shyama ( Kz¢skna) you are Radha.”

In His manifestation as Radha He is both the fount of
Emotion ( Rasa ) and Emotion itself which includes the sexual
sensation ( Shr7mgara ) and the higher love ( Madhura ) which
in the more spiritually evolved marriage is associated with it.
The worshipper rises above the unconscious animal life
and the evil consciousness so often accompanying this up-

1. Madotkasd : 72 Sheis in the extreme entrancement of passion.

2. Demonic beings.
3. Various kinds of lessex divinjties ( Devayoni). Sez The Great Liberation

p. 2 & Notes. 4. Spaskta-kakska-jaghanastanana-bhara-
5. *‘The Bodiless One” a title of Kama, God of sexual desire.
6, Hava-bhava. Se¢ anfe p. 40 7. 9 4. Madanavigatalajjai/.

8. A title of Kéma as he who agitates tho mind, Sezents, p. 39, #. 1. and Ward’s
Hindoos, 11, 177, 178. .

o. The hands are put together,” with the palms upward and carved like the hollow
of a flower. 10. Bhava parameshvara patit shararam nak.
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ward movement in which the passions are regarded as things
only of and for the limited self (1 ). The gratification of sense
in serving self alone is a “sowing to the flesh”. He therefore
identifies himself with Radha and thus places himself under
the direction of Her Lord with whom She 1s one and who as
the Antaryamin or indwelling Spirit guides and controls the
body and 1ts senses. Thus gross desire is purified by its
direction towards that abode of Visizu wherein He as
Gopala plays and becomes as it were the vehicle on which
subtle aspiration is made to rest This mner sentiment
has been sometimes exteriorised 1n accordance with the
principle of Hindu worship whereby thought being translated
into action 1s, by an established psychological law, reinforced
by 1t This 1s exampled by the Sakhibhava of the Vaisk-
nava and certain ritual details in the Rahasyapyja of the
Shakta A radical analysis af these theories and rites will,
I believe, disclose a common ground and object, namely, the
control and spiritualization of those passions which if left
to themselves become so formidable impediments of spiritual
progress There are of course differences in the methods and
devotional concepts —Thus Vaisirzava worship being of a
dualistic trend retains the ideal distinctions of sex and person.
In Shakti worship the aim is more directly monistic and ac-
cordingly the Sadhaka regards himself as the Devi whom
he worships and not as the spouse of the Devata even though
according to the true mner doctrine governing both modes of
adoration the ultimate object of it 1s one and the same. In his
utilization of passion the Hindu has had the sense to know
that we must do our market with and according to the funds
i our purse. I wish also to add that if the Hindu described
that passion in what to the prudish mayseem “immodest”
detail it was because he found nothing to be ashamed or
afrard of in this natural state or function in itself but in its
abuse which his Scriptures like any other forbid ( 2 ).

The western intiate however in these matters may say
that these observations do not exhaust the subject and do not

T These are the states of what other Tantras call that of the Pashu, thus to take
an example, the Kuldrrava Tantra calls ‘““drinking as one pleases”, pashupfina or the
drinking of a Pashu or beast. The Vais#nava view 1s all given in ““The Soul of India” by
Bipin Chandra Pal to which I refer

2 These observations are merely here made because to some this kind of devotion
Is objectionable Where (as 1s the general casé ) it 1s not understood the dishke of the
general Anglo-Saxon temperament 1s due not to grounds of general validity but to
special reasons largely peculiar to the race and its cucumstances. According to
orthodox interpretation 1t 1s ‘‘the Church’s love unto Chnst” whichis symbolised m the
highly sensuous 1magery of the *“Song of Solomon”; and abundant matenal, of the same kind,
may be found m the Catholic mystics, to which the same kind of crltigism has been applied,
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touch upon those other principles which have been asserted
according to which sexual relations or interactions are typal
of relations universally existent as well as of all action abso-
lutely ; the process of redemption ( to use western parlance )
moreover being according to this view the assimilation of the
earthly to the heavenly planes, all physical, psychic and
spiritual life being varying forms and degrees of intensity in
the one universal stream of radiant Energy. Criticism
however of these views or a further developement of the
subject either from the Western or Indian stand-point would
carry me beyond the scope of my present purpose.

The Chapter continues with an enunciation of the offer-
ings which should be given and the rules relating to worship.
The worshipper of this Mantra, it is said, acquires wealth
and freedom from the oppression of his enemies and in the
end attains to the abode of VisZznu.

After the disjointed fashion of several other parts of the
work, at v. 64 the magical rites of Stambhana, Maraza
and Uchchifana are again referred to though they seem to
have no connection with the other subjects of this Chapter.

CHAPTER XXIV

Deals with the Vardha (1), another Vaisizava Mantra.
Verse 24 says Earth is in the tusks of Variha; the
Goddess of Speech is in the grunt of this Boar ; Air in His
breath and the Sun and Moon are in His right and left
hands. In His belly are the Vasus (2); in His ear the points
of the compass ; the two Ashvins ( 2 ) are in His eyes ; in His
feet is the Lotus-born ( 3); in His heart Hari (4 ); and in
His mouth Shamkara ( 5). These should all be worshipped
separately. The rest of the Chapter deals with the ritual,
Nyadsa, Homa, Yantra and so forth connected with this parti-
cular Mantra.

m—————

CHAPTER XXV

Describes the N#zsimhha (6) Mantra and the ritual connect-
ed therewith, The Dhyana will be found in v. 8.

1. The Varfha ( boar ) incarnation of Vishzu was for the purpose of drawing up
with His tusk the Earth which at one of the dissolutions had sunk into the waters.

2. The Davatis of those names. 3. Brahma. 4. Viskra. 5. Shiva.
6. The man-lion incarnation of Viskzu in which He destroyed the demon Hirany-
kashipu. Hiranyakashipu ( =mattress of gold ) is pride of wealth and power.
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CHAPTER XXVI

Deals with the Viskzupanjara Mantra. In v 21 the
Dhyana or formula of meditation on Visknu is given. The
rest of the Chapter deals with the ritual.

CHAPTER XXVII

Grves the Prasada Mantra ( 1 ) which is so called because
it purifies the mind V4 gives the Dhyana of Shiva. The
five Devatas of this Mantra are the five faces of Shiva, viz. —
Ishana, TatpurusZa, Aghora, Vamadeva, Sadyojata The
Dhyanas of these are given. The Pif4a Shaktis are Vamai,
Jyesttha, Raudri, Kali, Kalavikarizi, Balavikarizi, Bala-
pramathini, Sarvabhiitadamani and Manonmani

Dhyina is given of the various aspects of Shiva ( vv. 15,
16 ). As Sadyojata He 1s white like the jasmine ( Kunda ) and
Mandiara flowers He 1s four-armed holding in His two
hands the Veda and a rosary of RudriksZa beads and in the
other two he makes the gestures ( Mudra ) which grant boons
( Vara ) and dispel fear ( Abhaya ).

The Vama Shiva is red , makes the same two gestures

and holds an axe and Rudraks/a rosary.

Aghora Shiva who is the dread of the Bodiless One ( 2) is
black with fierce fangs  He holds a Rudrakska rosary, Veda,
Noose, Goad, Drum ( Damaru), a staff surmounted with a
skull ( Khasvamga ), spear and skull ( 3 ).

Tatpurus/a is of the colour of ligntning and making the
Vara and Abhaya Mudr3s holds the Veda and an axe. All
the above forms have four faces and four arms.

Ishana or Isha 1s of the colour of pearl but has five
faces (4 ). He makes the gestures abovenamed and has the
weapons in the hands of Aghora These five are Brahma, Vishny,
Rudra, Ishvara and Shiva All five forms have three eyes ( 5 ).

1 For the Parfprasdda Mantra See Ch 1V, of Kulfirzava Tantra

2 Kama, the Deva of sexual desire  According to the reading now adopted, ‘tanu’ for
‘tano’, the meaning is ‘Aghora Shiva 1s huge 1n shape, of a lumwous black colour, ternfic

of aspect with fiexce fangs’
3. Another Dhyana of Aghora is given at v 18 of Ch, 28

4., Where Shiva 1s meditated upon as Sadyojata, Vama, efz, collectively He 1s
thought of as with five faces 1 all.  But when the Dhydna 1s of one of these forms
only then the Miirt1 has four or five faces as stated in the text

5 The central eye of wisdom ( jnfinachakséuf ) situated between the eyebrows.
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There is a remarkable (1) Dhyina of Shiva in v. 41
where He is described as of gracious aspect ; seated on a lotus;
as it were ‘‘a mountain of pearl dust mingled in nectar.,” He
is clad in tiger's skin and decked with ornaments ( 2); upon
His hair high coiled above His head is a digit ( Kala) of the
moon ( 3 ). He makes the two Mudras abovenamed and holds
an axe and a deer { 4 ). He has five faces.

At vv, 55-64 the following Hymn to Shiva is given.

HYMN TO SHIVA

Obeisance

To Paramitma

Manifest as Brahma, VisAnzu and Tsha ( 5)

Whose power it is to create, preserve and to destroy ( 6 ).

2

Obeisance

To Thee, the Lord of creatures, Holder of the trident,

Who seemeth terrible to all things born on earth in four-
fold way (7) °

And yet removes the burden of their worldly pain.

3
Obeisance to Thee
Who didst drink the shining deadly poison,
Nilakartza, Whose throat is stained thereby ( 8 )
And Who dost devour the Universe ( 9 ).

I. Because the ordinary picture of Shiva is that of an ascetic bnt as appears from
the text the Dhy@ina varies with the object of worship. When worshipped for prosperity
He has fleshly beauty and is decked with all ornaments, He manifests the prosperity which
the worshipper desires.

2. Sarvalamkaradipta,
3+ The crescent moon is here meant.

4 V. 220f the Mahimnastava of PusZpadanta refers to the incident of Brahm#’s
lusting after His own daughter Sandhy# and of his transforming Himself into a stag when
she to avoid him changed into 2 hind.” Shiva in anger at the act bent his bow agajpst him.
The deer which He holds is said by some to be Brahm&. According to others it refers to a
gl.gant_lc deer sent out to kill Shiva, but which He took in his hand, Se¢ Shivajn@ina

iddhiydr, Ed. by J. M. N. Pillai, p. 91. Myéga (=deer) means Veda. Shiva for the
ordinary man holds a deer in His hand. But the higher S&dhaka sees the Veda or
Brahmajnina,

5. Rudra. 6. They are the emboediments of these principles.
7. Thatis, from the womb, ( £.g., mammals) from the egg ( e, birds ), moisture
(&£, insects ) and the earth (e.g., trees and plants ). See ante, p. 8.

8. At the churning of the ocean by the Gods by means of the mountain Mandara and
the serpent Vésuki, there was produced amongst other things churned from the sea a poison
which Shiva swallowed to save the world, This stained His neck dark blue whence he is
called ““Blue neck” ( Nilakant’a ).

g. At the dissolution of the world which He as Mabakala effects.
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4.
Obeisance to Shambhu ( 1 )
Who didst destroy Kama ( 2 )
Flashing from His central eye dark shining flame,
On Whom meditate Yogis
Freed of all mental pain ( 3).

5.

Obeisance
To Him Whose body is one with that of His Spouse ( 4 ),
Who destroyed the sacrifice of DaksZa ( 5 ),
Grantor of the four-fold desires (6 ),
He Who 1s subtle ( 7 ), the possessor of Maya ( 8)

6.

Obeisance to Him

In physical form ( 9 ), the Primal element ( 10)
Rending His enemies with His trident,

The Destroyer of Kila ( 11)

Whose head the cresent moon adorns.

7.
Obeisance
To Him the Naked One
In Whose matted hair are Serpent, Moon and Ganges (12)
Whose feet are upon the heads of Devas, Daityas, and
Lords of Asuras,

1 A form and title of Shiva Meaning ““from Him comes good” or “Who 1s Bliss ”
Comm. Ch 1V, v 18 HatZayogapradipika

2 God of Desire. See A. & E. Avalon’s Hymns to the Goddess, p 39n(3).

3 In Yoga upon the supression of the activity of the intellectual function, the first and
most subtle mamfestation of Praks:tt or Mday&, there arises the condition of samadhiin
which the Atm#& exists 1 1ts own true state freed of all pamns attendant on its conditioned
state

4 Ardhanarsihvara ; the androgyne form in which half of the body 1s Shiva and the
other half Shakti,

5 See “Principles of Tantra” Vol 1. p. 104.
6., Dharma, Artha, Kama and MoksZa.

7 Awu atom Son Nyfiya, 4tma1s saxd to be as fine as an atom, In the next verse
His gross aspect Is sung

8 Madyl. Heis shaktim@n, ¢/ the line ““miayam cha praksetim vidyt maymam tu
maheshvaram.”

9 The gross i opposition to the subtle ( siksAma ) aspect celebrated 1n the preceding
verse. This body 1s Maya or Prakssti which when 1t is the constituent of the physical world
is gross { sthiila )

10 Milabhiita
11. Death or time i which lies the seed of death

12, The Ganges in its descent from heaven at the call of Bhagiratha was caught in the
matted hair of Shuva, It 1s for this that She is called Bhaghathi, Sez amtep. 33
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81

Obeisance, obeisance

To Shamkara (1) besmeared with ashes,

Who is both the manifest and unmanifest (2

The Grantor both of enjoyment and of Liberation ( 3 ) to
His devotees.

0.

Obeisance

To the Enemy of Death and Andhaka ( 4),

Who is the Destroyer of the cities ( 5);

Obeisance to Thee Who didst rend the tusked Boar ( 6 ),
Obeisance ever to Thee

Entwined with great poisonous serpents,

Who art borne upon a great bull ( 7).

I0

Obeisance ever to the Omnipresent One,
Appearing as ether, air, fire, water, earth

Sun, sacrifier and moon with nectar rays ( 8 ) !
Dispeller of the dread of Hell,

Mayest Thou both now and here ( 9)

Destroy our wordly fear ( 10 ).

I. Shiva. Sharikara= Beneficence.

2. Vyakt@vyaktasvariipdya, Avyakta is what is unmanifested and vyakta what is
manifested. According to Samkhya, avyakta is milaprakszti and vyakta is a vikseti or
transformation and manifestation of Prakrzti. According to the Vedanta, Avyakta is Atma
the Reality and Vyakta the World of appearance.

3. For the Tantra grants both.

-4. A great Daitya, son of HiranyiksZa, brother of Hirazyakashipu father of Prahlada.
See Ch, 8. Vamana PurBiza 59, 70, The word also means tamoguza, ignorance,

5. Shiva is Tripurari exoterically as the destroyer of the Tripura or the three cities of
the Asuras, Kamaldkska, Tarakdksza and Vidyunmali. As the Kalikd Purdza says He is
called Tripura because the three gumas are in him. His body becoming triple upon the
three-fold manifestation of Brahm&, Viszzu and Rudra. He dissoloves these and He is
Destroyer of the three bodies, Sthiila, Siks#ma and Kéraza.

6. The Vardha Avatdra of Vishzu slain by Shiva in the form of the animal called
Sharabha. Kalikd Purésna, Ch. 29.

. The Vahana of Shiva. The bull of Shiva is VisZzu who assumed that form to support
Shiva at the time the latter killed Tripura. Shiva had for the purpose of the combat to assume
50 great a size using as his arrow the Sumeru Mountain that the Earth could not support Him,
on which Viskrzuo assumed the form of a Bull to uphold Him. VzisZabha (Bull ) means
Pharma. Shiva { Beneficence ) rests on Dharma.

8, The eight forms ( Askzamirti ) of Shiva. 9. In this world.

10. Bhavabhaya : that is, fear at the thought that we may be born agam to suffer miseries
which are the necessary attendants of all life in this world.

8
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The rest of the Chapter deals with ritual, v. 68 giving
an invocation to Shiva as Hara  Verse 68 says —

“I adore Hara Who holds a spear and skull and makes the
gestures of granting boons and dispelling fear. The Daughter
of the Mountain holding 1n Her left hand a red lotus is seated
on His left thigh and with Her right arm clasps His lustrous
body.”

Verse 71 says that n order to gain prosperity the Lord
of Parvati should be meditated upon as being as beautiful
as the God of Desire (Kama) ; with the lustre of gold ; seated
on a lotus decked with all manner of ornaments. He holds
an axe and deer and makes the gesture ( Mudrd ) of granting
boons. His left hand is placed upon the breast of His
beloved, Whose right hand rests on His right thigh, and
Whose left hand holds a red lotus.

CHAPTER XXVIII

Opens with the Mantra and description of Dakskina-
mirt), an aspect of Shiva. He is seated under a fig tree
( Vara ) with one hand on His knee. He is white as milk
( KsAira) A great serpent is coiled around His waist The
crescent moon 1s on His matted hair. He holds an axe and
deer and makes the auspicious ( Bhadra ) gesture (1). He s
surrounded by Shuka and other Munis. “May Bhava
grant ye purity of mind ( Bhavashuddhi).” Then follows
some ritual in His worship.

Verses 12, 13 give the Mantra of Aghora Rudra and is fol-
lowed m v. 18 by this invocation. ‘“May Aghora destroy
all that 1s evil to you He is of fierce mien with three eyes
and terrific to behold ; dark like the black clouds and clad
in red raiment. Great serpents cover His body. He holds
an axe, drum, sword, shield, bow, arrow, spear and skull,
He it 1s Who devours inimical Niagas (2) and evil planets,
He ever grants good ( that 1s, to His worshipper )”.

The ritual is dealt with up to v. 30. The next verse
gives the Msztyunjayamantra ; and the Dhyana of this aspect
isat v. 33. The remainder of the Chapter deals with’ Yantra
and other ritual details.

I Thatis, Jndnamudrg 2. Serpent Divimties.
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CHAPTER XXIX

Commences with the Mantra of Ardhanirishvara (1). The
Dhyana of Umesha is thus given at v. 3 after the invocation
“May Isha ever protect you.” His Shakti forms the (left) half
of His body. Heis three-eyed. On the coils of His matted
hair are a serpent, moon and Ganges (2 ). He holds serpent,
axe, spear, sword, fire ( 3 ), skull, arrow and bow, All the
Devas lower their heads at His feet,

For the attainment of powers ( Vibhiti ) the Devati should
be meditated upon ( v. 4. ) as being in one half of His body, a
man of ferocious aspect and in the other half as a voluptuous
woman (4), holding in His and Her hands a noose, a red lotus
a skull and spear ; or ( v. 5 ) She should be thought of as the
three-eyed One Who is red of colour, clothed in red raiment,
adorned with red ornaments holding a spear in each of Her
sixteen uplifted hands.

Rules are then given for Japa, Homa and so forth.

The colour of the Deva varies according to the object
of worship (v. 13 ). When worshipped for Pus#sikarma ( 5)
and Shantikarma ( 6 ), He is white ; for Akarskaza and Vashi-
karana (7)), red ; for KsZobha and Samstobhana ( 8 ), He is the
colour of gold ;in rites done to drive away (9 ), torment of
the body (10), the colour of smoke ( Dhamra ) ; in rites
performed to paralyze (11 ), yellow ; and to gain Liberation,
crytalline white (12).

The ritual in the worship of Ardhanirishvara is dealt
with up to v, 30. At v. 31 the Chanda Mantra and at
vv. 36, 37 the Chanda Gayatri are given. The Chapter
concludes with other details as to the worship of the fierce
aspect of Shiva called Chanda.

1. The androgyne form of Shiva in which half the body is male ( Himself) and
half or the body of His spouse ( Shakti )is female. See Sharadatilaka, XIX. v. 55 and notes.

2. Seep. 56. n 12, 3. Vahnij

4. Hava-bhava-lalitardhandrikarn. This is the Dhyana of Ardhanfrishvara ; the
Dhyana in v. 5 is for Kriiraprayoga.

5. Ritual done to produce nourishment, growth, increase, advance, prosperity, ec.
6. Ritual done to gain peace of mind and body,

7. Rites done to attract and control respectively. These and the following are
magical rites ; portions of the skaskarma, efc.

8. That is, for causing perturbation of the mind and for restraining speech and power of
expression. 9. Uchchazana. 10, Amgardana. 1i. Stambhana.

12. It should be noted that in every case the Mantra also changes.
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CHAPTER XXX.

This 1s an important Chapter dealing with the Gayatri
Mantra Inv 5 1t 1s explamned how the Prazava (1) pro-
duced by Prakzsti-viksrzu 1s like the humming of bees 1n the
Miladhara ( 2 ) and goes upwards along the channel of the
SusZumni ( 3 ) 1n seven stages { 4 ) to the head V 6 enumer-
ates the seven Vyihsaus (5) In vv 7-10 Mahavisizu
teaches what these denote Bha/ is mere existence alone
( Sanmatra ) BhuvaZ 1s elements ( Bhiita) and Cause
(Karaza), Svat is the Guide and the Atma of all thatis (6) ;
Maha/ implies Greatness and Light (7), Tat, ( Brahman)
is Jana/Z because It 1s all (8) TapaZ denotes Jnanata
( All knowledge ) and Tapata (9 ) Satyam implies Supre-
macy and Atmatva or the natural state of Atma, that is,
Atma 1n 1tself, and eternal Wisdom ( Anantajnina) The
exoteric  “worlds” are thus descitbed as stages of being.
The letters of the Prazava are then identified with them.
A 1s Bhu%, U is Bhuvak, M 1s Svas, Maha% 1s Bindu, Nida
is Jana4, Shakti1s Tapa%, and Shanta 1s Satyam the highest
of these states (vv 11, 12 ).

Having dealt with Om, MahavisZzu deals with each of the
words of the Gayatri Mantra ( 1o ).

7at is in the accusative singular By it reference is made
to the first Cause of all substance ( Vastu). It exists in the
form of fire and energy ( Tejortipa ) in the disc of the Sun
( Adityamandala ). It means the ever-blissful and Supreme
Brahman  Sawstuh 1s 1n the genitive singular and is derived
from a root which means to bring forth By this word 1s
implied the source of all animate beings It is called VPareny-

I  Om_ See Sharadaulaka XXI vv 1 31 and notes thereto Raghava m his Com-
mentary under verse I8 gives the fourth pdda of the Gdyatri which 15 recited by the
seeker of Laberation. It 1s Parcrajase s&vadom

2 The lowest of the centres ( Skaschakra ) Sez A, Avalon’s ““The Serpent Power.”
3. The nerve ( N841) of that name v 24

4 The six Chakras and the SahasrBra Sec amte p 43 for the seven parts of the
Pranava, also below

5. That 1s, the seven upper worlds—Bhii%, Bhuva%, Svak, Maha#, Janak, Tapak, Satyam.
6 Sarvasya sviranit svitmataysd 7  Mahattvat cha mahastvat cha,
8 Tadeva sarvajanatd tasmdt tad vyshretirjanas Janata=Janasamfiha%

9, This word which 1s here not translated hterally wmeans heating, suffering, and
comes from the same root as does tapas or austerity, It means here the sum of distress and
suffering to winch, through ignorance, humanity is hiable The text here shows that the
Géyatrl mantra as a whole and in 1ts parts 1s one with the Brahman.

10, Tat savitur varesyam bhargo devasya dhimahi dhiyo yo nak prachodayat,
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am because it is the Excellent One to Whom service should be
rendered, adoration offered, and prayer said. The text reads
these three words as composed of eight letters ( Akskara ) and
says that their Vyahssti is Bhiis.

Bharga is so called because It destroys sin and is propitious
to the devotee. Devasya implies that It has the luminous
quality of light and is possessed of the power of giving rain
and the like. Dhzmaki is derived from the root dhyas which
means to think. “Let us here remember that the Deva who
can be seen by the celestial eyes of Nigama (1) and knowledge
( Vidya ) is golden ( Hirazmaya ) and ever in the Sun, His
lustre knows no diminution. Ever should we think what is
subtle that I am (yaZ siiks#maZ soham ).” BhuvaZ is the
Vyahziti of these second three words composed of eight letters.

Dhiyo ( 2 ) means Buddhi in the accusative plural. Yo is
Ya/, the masculine gender being here used for the neuter ( 3)
for the sake of the metre. It therefore stands for Yat. This
Yat is the incomparable Energy ( Tejas) which pervades all
the Vedas. It destroys the sin of the devotee. Nah (our ) is
the genitive plural of Asmad. Prackodayat means “May it
send us in the path of prayer’* ( Prarthana ) (4). Svah is the
Vyah#iti of the third set of eight letters ( vv. 13-26).

This Mantra of ten words is thus divided into three sections
of eight letters each ; but it can also be divided into four
sections of six letters each. The MahavisZnu concludes by
saying “May the excellent and Supreme Spirit ( Bharga) of
the Creative Lord ( Deva Savita ) on Whom we meditate ever
guide and direct our minds.”

He then proceeds to speak of the ShiraZ (head ) of Gayatri.
Apa#, Jyotih, Rasa are the energy ( Tejas ) of Soma and Agni
(5). The Universe is in the nature of this ( Taditmakam ).
It is Nectar ( Amrita ) because it is undestructible. By reason
of this and His multiplicity or all-pervadingness Brahman is so
called. Brahman who is Bliss itself ( Anandatmaka) and Satya
( Truth ) (6 )and Jnana ( Knowledge or Consciousness ) is Bhiiz

1. A term for the Veda, and in the special sense Tantta.
2. Dhiya#, changed by the rule of Sandhi. 3. Yat as corresponding with Tat.

4. Oxdinarily it is said “‘in the path of dharma, artha, k&ma, moks#a” But if prayer is
made to God it must be for these for they include all man’s aims.

5. By Soma and Agni, Praks7ti and PurusZa are meant. The Shira% of the G8yatrl
is:—O1h &po jyoti raso’meztath bhiirbhuvaZ svarori.

6. Sat is existence and truth ( Satya) alone exists. Here the existence of the Brah-
man who is Sat, Chit, Ananda is meant. “The text is capable of other interpretations.

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



62 INTRODUCTION

Bhuva%, Sva%, It has already been shown that “So’ham”
“I am He”is Om Thus this Mantra 1s the ShiraZ of the
Gayatrl (1) Thus concluding the exposition of the points
( Lakshana ) of the Mantra, Mahavisinu says that the faithful
Sadhaka who worships with desire ( 2 ) obtains the fulfilment
thereof and he who seeks Liberation gets it.

Then follow rules of ablutions in Gayatri Sadhana.
Vv. 40-45 deal with the Rzshzs, Devatas and metre of Pranava,
the Vyahritis and the Gayatri. The mode of doing Nyasa is
also stated. Verses 46-50 describe the way Upasani, Japa,
Svadhyaya ( 3 ), Prizdyama and Dhyina in Her subtle form,
of the Gayatri are to be done V 60 gives a Dhyana of Tarinz
( Gayatri ) (4), 1 her gross form with four faces which are
white, yellow, red and black , Her body being composed of
the 24 letters of the Gayatri V. 61 speaks of the worship
of the Sun and His Shaktis, MahavisZzu concludes by saying
“I have now spoken of the secret of the Vedas knowable only
by very pure Yogis He who in his Japa, Homa and Dhyana
worships Omkara 1n this way 1s freed of all Karma and attains
Liberation.”

CHAPTER XXXI

Commences with the TriszZzubh Mantra ( 5) which is
Vedik ; the Dhyana of the Adhi-Devi of the Mantra who
is Katyayani is given in v. 9 and Her nine Shaktis in
vv. 13,14. In vv 18-23 are to be found the names of the
Shaktis of the letters of the Mantra. It is noted that the
number of Japa prescribed ( v. 25 ) for this Mantra is twice
that of the Giayatri The Mantra which is composed of 44
letters, if reversed, becomes the (v.29) Astra ( weapon)
mantra and 1s divided into eight sections which are
identified with various things, the senses of knowledge, the
senses of action, the five elements and so forth ( vv. 30-34 ).
From these 44 letters issue 44 Vahni Devatas, each of whom
is attended by 5 Shaktis, each of whom is attended by five
handmaidens , each of whom is again attended by 16 hand-
maidens , each of whom again is attended by millions upon
millions of handmaidens ( 40-43 ).

The Mantra at p 61 # 5 always precedes the Gayatri.

That 15 Sakama S&dhana or worship done to gain an object

Rite whereby oneness of the Mantra with the Devata thereof is realised
She who saves for that 1s what of the G&yatri mantra does to its singer.

See Sharadaulaka, Ch xx1, vv, 32 ¢/ seg. Righava gives the Mantra and other
details Tk}e Devatg of the Mantra 1s Aght
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In v. 48 the Nakskatras (1) are divided into three
classes ; human ( Manuska ), demonic ( Asura ) and celestial
( Daiva). Their place in magical rites is also shown.

From verse 55 to the end of the Chapter Mahaviskxu
speaks of the magical rites relating to Stambhana, Vashi-
karana, Akarshana, Vidveskama, Vimohana, Marana, Amga-
hanikaraza (2 ) and so forth ; and the means to be taken to
counteract these operations when done by others. It is
noteworthy here and in many other places that the most
diverse matters are placed together. This is also the case
with many verses which seem hardly in their proper place,
suggesting a doubt as to the accuracy of the order in which
the copying has been done,

CHAPTER XXXII

Deals with the Lavaza Mantra and Marara, Vashikaraza
and other magical rites. Verse 8 gives the Dhyana of
Katydyani a form of Durga. Her body is like the “friend of
air” ('3). She has three eyes and wears a bright crown.
She holds discus ( Chakra ), conch, sword and spear and is the
Destructress of many Daityas. Dhyinas are also given of Ratri
( night ), Agni and Bhadrakali with prayers to these Deities.
The fifth Mantra, it is said, is from the Atharva Veda.

CHAPTER XXXIII

Deals with the Anusizabh Mantra ( 4 ) of 32 letters which
is Vedik ; the Dhyana of the Deva of the Mantra who is
Rudra is given in v. 8 and the 32 Shaktis in vv. 12-14. Then
follow ritual details. At vv. 27, 28, a Mantra of a 100 letters
( Shatakskara ) is mentioned. It is formed by the junction
of Gayatri, TriszZfubh and AnusZfubh Mantras. These three
Mantras are respectively Sun, Fire and Moon. The
Devatd of the combined Mantra is (v. 31 ) the supreme
MahaZ who grants Liberation and of whom Shruti speaks.
Vv. 60 et seg give the Nyadsa and other rites in connection

1. Seep. 25, 2, § ante.

2. Paralyzing, bringing under control, attracting, causing dissension, bewildering,
killing, limb-destroying. Thus if Homa is done to Black Durgd in the manner described
an enemy is killed and so forth, 3. Pavanasakha: Fire is so called.

4. The Sharadatilaka, Ch. xxiii, deals with this Mantra and Raghava cites it
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with this Mantra. This is followed by (vv. 43-47) the
Samvadasikta a Mantra of Samvada samjniandgni and the
rites relating thereto At v 56 is given the A7k and at v. 59
Dhyina of Varuwa the predominating colour which the medita-
tion seeks to excite being white Ritual details as regards

His worship follow

CHAPTER XXXIV

Commences with rules relating to the drawing of dia-
grams ( Yantra) Verse 33 describes a Yantra whereby the
Sidhaka can make a woman desire him. Vv. 34-36 gives
the Brahmashii Mantra the Devati of which 1s Gauri. At
v 38 1sa Dhyana of Parvati This 1s followed by a number
of Mantras and Dhyanas of the Devatas thereof : the
Rijamukhi ( 43-45); the Annapradayaka (v.51); Anna-
pirnd (v 54 ), Vrzhaspati (v.60), Shukra (v.63)and
Vydsa ( v. 65) Mantras In verse 66 the Dhyana of Vyasa
is gwven. Verse 72 gives the Mantra andv 74 the Dhyana
of Adya as Ashvariidzi ( Seated on a horse ).

CHAPTER XXXV

Gives the Prazapratiss¢4a Mantra used in the invocation of
the Devata into the Yantra or image to be worshipped.

Atv. 7, a Dhyana of Prarashaktiis given in which She is
represented as of the colou of the rising sun with three eyes
and large full rounded breasts ( 1 ) seated on a full blown lotus
which 1s on a boat in an ocean of blood ( Raktambhodhi) ;
holding a noose, a bow of sugarcane, a goad, five arrows (2 )
and Asrzk-kapala (3) Her Datis or Shaktis are stated in

verse 12

[

CHAPTER XXXVI

Begins with some verses as to the causes of childlessness
which are put down to want of faith, worship, charity, decrying

1 Pinavakskorohadiys
2 See A &E Avalon’s “Hymns to the Goddess”, p 28, 2 ¢
3 Skull full of blood
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( Nindaka ) one’s wife and so forth : and vv. 8-21 deal with
the rites to be performed to cure this defect. Then follows an
enunciation of the proper characteristics of a Guru ( vv. 22-
32 ) and of a disciple ( vv. 32-41). If the disciple has the
defects which are mentioned in vv. 42-48 he should be rejected
and if a Guru received such a person as his disciple then the
fault ( Dos4a ) of the latter affects the Guru just as that of the
minister affects the king, and the sins of a wife affect her
husband. If through either cupidity or affection a Guru
initiates such a faulty disciple then the curse of the Devata
falls upon both ( vv. 49 51 ).

Mahavisszu then speaks of the devotion which a disciple
should exhibit towards his Guru or spiritual director and
which is to be like that which should be shown to mother and
father, to Vis4zu and Shiva (vv. 51-52). One should not
cross anything belonging to, or connected with the Guru, not
even his shadow ; nor should there be association with his
enemy. Great reverence and selfrestraint should be shown
whilst in his house. Therein there should be no anger and
quarelling, lust, loud talk, lies, sloth and idle disputation ; nor
any easing of nature, sexual intercourse, spitting, vomiting ;
or traffic by way of buying, selling, or lending (vv. 53-55)
The Guru’s command should not be disobeyed. What he
orders, that the disciple should do at once and unhesitat-
ingly and without attempting to discuss whether it is right
or wrong (1 ). In short the disciple should by action, mind
and speech, worship his Guru with a guileless and faithful
heart. At v. 59 it is said that one should never do anything
which offends others, however much we may desire it even in
so small a matter as dress.

At v. 62 Mahdvisszu addressing Brahma says “Oh Lotus-
born One, in this Tantra ( 2 ) I have shown thee the Pra-

pancha ( 3 ) in its five-fold aspect.”

This Chapter and the work concludes with the following
invocation.

1. Ishfarh vanishfam &diskZamh gurnzd yattu gurvapi,
Tvarayd paray8 kury8d buddhys samyag ajihmays { V. 56 ).
This appears to solve in an extreme sense a point raised by St. Alphonsus Liguori as
to the duties of a penitent towards his spiritual director, but possibly as m the case of all
general rules there may be some exception here.

2. Tantre’smin., Sezantep 4
3. Seeantep. 1.

9
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Obeisance to Him

Who is Energy and Light ( 1) itself

In Whom are the products of Prakzzt1 ( 2),

Sun, Moon and Fire ( 3)

Which have sprung from the Tara and other Bijas ( 4 )
And which have their motion and 1ncrease

In Him

CaLcuTTA |
]- ARTHUR AVALON.

The 24th January 1914 J

1 Tepas.

2 L, the Vikrauis of Praksiti  Sec ante p 7.

3 Not merely the luminaries and elements so named but that also for which they stand
as symbols

4 That s, from O and other “‘Seed-mantras,”
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POSTSCRIPT

In the present edition the text has been rearranged. This
has been done in accordance with the Commentary by Padma-
padacharya, now published for the first time. The two
manuscripts available to the editor at the time the book was
first published as Vol. I11 in this series, had the chapters in
the order as in the book then published. There were some
misgivings as to the correctness of the order in which the
chapters were placed. Chapter 36 of that edition is devoted
to Visknu rituals and its proper place, it was felt, was with the
group of chapters dealing with the Viskxzu aspect of the Supre-
me Being. In the same way Chapter 33 in that edition should,
it was felt, come at the end of the Book. But editors of any
Shastra have to be very reluctant to interfere with the text of
their own motion as a rule, and should be more so in the case
of Mantra-shastra. It was on this account that the book was
printed as it was in the manuscripts. Almost simultaneously
with the publication by us of the Prapanchasdra, there was
another recension published as part of the collected works of
Sharkaracharya from Srirangam. This publication received
the support of the Sringeri Matka. In the Srirangam edition,
the text of the Prapanchasira is divided into 33 chapters, but
the matter contained in it is almost identical with that contained
in our publication, with this exception, that chapter 36 which is
chapter 23 in the present edition is omitted. The reason for
the omission may be explained by the fact that the manuscript
available to the editors did not contain the chapter. Itis
called the Gupta Pazala or Secret Doctrine by Raghava Bhat/a
in his commentary of the Sharadatilaka ( Ch. 17.1). The
editor of the Srirangam publication has also followed the wise
method of not interfering with the text. It has evidently been
printed as contained in the manuscript and even some palpable
errors have not been set right. The editor, it may reasonably
be presumed, hoped that in a subsequent edition the mistakes
would be corrected with the help of other manuscripts. In the
present edition, the following re-arrangement has been made.
Chapter 36 of the first edition is here printed as 23, 34 as 32,
33 as 36, 32 as 34 and Chapter 31 as 33.

Padmapada was one of the immediate disciples of Sarnkar-
acharya and there can be no greater authority than he, as to
the order in which the chapters are to be placed. His
commentary named the “Vivaraza” is printed here for the
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first ttme  The only other works by him, so far known, are
the Panchapadikid which deals with the Vedanta Stitras and a
commentary on the well-known Mantra of five letters of Shiva,
( ShivapanchiksAara ) printed at the end of this book

It cannot be claimed that the text as published is com-
plete and free from all blemishes. We had a copy of this
furnished by the Adyar Library where there are two copies
of the Vivarana A copy was obtained from the manuscript
in the collection of the Madras Government The Asiatic
Society of Bengal has a fragment of the Vivaraza which con-
tains the commentary of the first eight chapters of the book.
The press copy was further read by Mr Shrinivasa Aiyer who
compared 1t with a manuscript 1n his possession.

The Prayoga-krama diptkd 1s a gloss on Padmapida’s
Vivaraza  Unfortunately, a complete copy of this could
not be obtained inspite of all the efforts made. It ends with
the ninth chapter of the book It was felt that as it con-
tained all the chapters dealing with the general principles of
Mantra-shastra, as also the chapters on Sarasvati and Triipurg,
the best thing to do would be to publish it asfound H H
The late Mahargjadhiraja Rameswar Singb of Darbhanga who
glanced through 1t, considered that in spite of its defective
readings in several places, 1t 1s of great practical value and
supported the view taken by the editor ~The Prayoga-krama-
dipikd is meant for the Sadhaka, but even the ordinary reader,
whose quest 1s to trace the philosophical principles underlying
the ritualistic practices of the Brahmanik faiths will find much
of very great interest to himself.

The Vivarama and the Prayoga-krama dipika will help to
show him that Brahmanism is not as 1s commonly, in ignorance,
supposed to be a mass of conflicting religious faiths. In
Brahmanism, there 15 one goal for all different forms of
Sidhana and that goal is the Brahman., Unlike the followers
of other forms of of religion, the follower of the Brahmanik
faith has no quarrel with any one. He is aware that all men
cannot have the same temperament and therefore cannot view
things in the same way and it 1s on this account that even
within the Brahmanik fold, there are quite a number of
different forms of worship or Sadhand. These are primarily
divided into five classes, vzz. Shatva, Shikta, Vaiskzava,
Saura and Gtazapatya All these five aspects are dealt with
in this book. The Prapanchasara is the first book of its kind.

Other eminent writers followed the great master ; the most
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noticeable among these being Laksfmana Deshikendra,
Ishanashiva, Krisszninanda and many others less known.

The Vivaraza does not give details like Raghava Bha#a
for instance, in his commentary on the Shiradatilaka,
and Bhaskarariya in the works commented on by him.
It is possible that at the time the book was written great
details were not needed, as the men of those days were
better informed. Or it may be, that he meant it only for
that class of readers who did not require any greater help
for the understanding of the text. The author of the
Prayoga-krama dipikd, which was evidently written at a
much later age, has given these details and made the
Vivaraza intelligible in places which are obscure for present
day learners. We know nothing about the author of the
Dipika not even his name, but it is evident from his writings
that his knowledge of the Shastra was great and he believed
Shamkaracharya to be the author of the Prapanchasira and
Padmapada, of the Vivarazna,

There are several other commentaries of the Prapanchasira
by various writers written at different times. Raghava Bhatsa
mentions one by name, vzz., the Vijnana-chandrika. This book
is not so far available. There is another commentary called
the Sambandhadipikd by Uttamabodha. This must have been
written after LaksZmanacharya’s Sharadatilaka became well
known as an authoritative work., Pandit Gurupada Haldar
places Laksimazachirya in the tenth century of the Christian
era. This is the view of western Missionary writers
also. There is another book by Girvazendra Sarasvati
named Prapanchasidra-sira-samgraha. Girvamendra  says
that his Summary of Sharhkaracharya’s teachings in the
Praparchasara follows the interpretation of a commentary
named Sat-sampradaya-sarvasva. Other commentaries are ;—
( 1) Prapanchasira-vyakhyi, (2) Prapanchasaradipa by
Narayana, ( 3 ) Tattva-dipikd by Nagasvami, ( 4 ) Prapancha-
saragtid4artha-dipika by Nityananda, ( 5) Vijnana-dyotini,
( 6 ) Prapanchasara-vivsai, ( 7 ) Prapanchasira-prayoga-vidhi,
( 8 ) Prapanchasira-sambandha-sika and (9 ) Prapanchasira-
vratti.  These are preserved in the Madras Government manu-
script Library, They all say that the book is by Shamkara-
charya. The Tanjore Library, it is said, contains some books,
but no details of the same could be obtained. The fact that
so many Sidhakas and scholars devoted themselves to the
exposition of this book is a sure indication that it must have
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been wiitten by a man entitled to very great reverence The
Nepal manuscript of the Prapanchasira, in 1ts colophon, states
that the author of the book was Acharya the word being
the plural ~ And that is how Shamkaracharya 1s always
designated

When this book made 1ts first appearance it was noticed 1n
some periodicals and the reviewers occupied themselves merely
i trymg to prove that the author of the book could not have
been Shamkaracharya One of these tried to make out that it
was the work of the Vaishzava teacher Shamkaradeva of
Assam This cannot be accepted, as he flourished about the
time of Chaitanyadeva, which 1sless than 500 years from now
Another critic has attempted to make out that Viszru-svami,
the Guru of Vidyararzya, was the author of this book and
VisZnu-svami flourished in  the 13th centwmy. This also
cannot be accepted, as Amaldnanda-yati, the author of the
Kalpataru, has cited texts from the Piapanchasdia as the
word of Shamkaracharya and Amalananda belonged to an age
prior to that of Vishnu-svimi As an instance of the
un informed way the Shiastra 1s spoken of may be cited the
case of H. P, Shastri who ( Catalogue of Nepal Mss Vol 1)
says that this book 1s an original Vaishzava Tantra

Critics of this type evidently cannot reconcile
themselves to the fact that Shamkardacharya, the Great
Monist, could write a work on Mantra shastra. They seem
to be labouring under the obsession that being a monist,
Shamkarichirya could not have written anything which
advocates Sadhani, as Siadhani implies dualism, for in it
there must be an object of Sadhani Orthodox exponents
feel that these gentlemen look upon Shamkarichirya as the
holder of a chair in a modern University, whose duty 1t 1s to
deliver a course of lectures on Monism as a theory,
or perhaps, that he was a speculator lhike some German or
other European philosopher who devotes himself to theorise
and speculate about transcendental matters. This 1s mainly
due to the fact of their having lost therr Indian mind.
Western philosophers have not succeeded in moulding the
religious life of their countrymen like Shamkardcharya, and
even lesser men did in India

It 1s not realised that Shamkarichirya was not a mere
theorist but a Teacher m the right sense of the word, a Guru
who sought, and that successfully, not merely to’ uphft and
enlighten the intellect but the very nature of the Sadhaka.
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He established four Mazias where the aspirants have, not
merely to read the commentaries on the Brahma Sgtras and
Upaniskads, but to qualify themselves by Sadhana for an ex-
periential realisation of the teachings of the Vedanta.

His place as an authority on Mantrashastra is recognised
by all eminent writers of old. Even that abstruse logician
Bhaskararaya begins his commentary on the Saptashati Chandi
with a salutation of Shamkarichiarya and his four great dis-
ciples the foremost among whom was Padmapada. There
Bhaskarardya speaks of Shamkarachdrya as the Guru of the
Gurus. His position is not fully understood by the majority of
present day scholars who write or speak about him.

As against the opinion of present day critics presumably
affected by westernism, we get the testimony of Amalinanda-
yati already cited, the great Raghava Bha#za author of the
Padarthadarsha, Bhaskararaya, an abstruse logician and one
of the most authoritative commentators on Mantrashastra,
Madhavacharya, whose excellent commentary on the Sutasam-
hita is well-known, Nilakan/4a author of the Commentary on
the Devi Bbhiagavata and a whole host of other eminent
authorities too numerous to mention, It is not realised that
the teachings of Mantrashastra are most jealously guarded
and it is not possible to interpolate anything, much less
substitute the name of one author for another. It is hard
to believe that the great men whose names have been given
above and who are great not merely as scholars but also
as Sadhakas, should be misled. All the men whose names
have been given, were men of great critical ability and some
of them masters of Nyaya-Darshana, A careful perusal of
this book, in spite of some of the defects from which it has not
been possible to make it free, will convince the dispassionate
reader that there can be no doubt about Shamkara being its
author. This book will also give him a truc conception of
the Mantrashastra.

With Indians, as the people of Bharatavars4a, are called,
Vedanta is not mere speculation, but is something which is
implanted into the life of the people. Tantra Shastra is
Sadhana Shastra, and the object of it is to reach the highest
Truth, which is the Brahman, the attributeless, impartite
Tattva, which is without beginning or end and is the
highest Bliss. The Sadhaka has, it is true, in the earlier
stages, to have recourse to initiation by the Guru into his

Mantra, Devata and other accessories but he is repeatedly told
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to realise his oneness with the Guru, the Mantra, the Devati
of his worship and so forth, Al the rituals that he has got to
perform point to this one end. The image that 1s selected for
him by his Guru as the object of worship, 1s his 1mage of the
Brahman ( Svakiyd Brahmamirti ) It 1s through that image
that he realises the Brahman and the image s not an end in
itself. The different 1mages used by the five classes of
worshippers previously mentioned and the many sub-divisions
of these five classes, are all images of the Brahman , each class
of Sadhaka having 1ts own particular form according to
competency ( Adhikara ) This fact has been known even to
western scholars, as is evident from a book published in the
18th century ( Sketches of the Hindus, 2nd Ed. 1792 A. D.)
It is there said “Amidst the multiplicity of their idols, all
adoration 1s ultimately directed to Brahman, the Supreme, the
Invisible,” ( Vol 1I, page 256 ). The Sadhaka rises from the
gross ( Sthula) to the subtle ( SgksZma ) and then to the
transcendent ( Para ) conception of the Supremes Being

But 1n spite of this, 1t 1s a common pastime among western
and westernised critics to make out that the Hindu is an
idolator and a polytheist and as a result he is degenerate.
Some may say this in ignorance, others with deliberation,
Any religion which has a special place of worship is in that
sense idolatorous  Primitive races have no images to worship
and do not build Churches or temples with that object. Itisa
well-known fact that the Hos and the Mundaries of Chota-
Nagpur, the aboriginal races of the Phillipines do not have
images for their worship  The Hindu does not worship many
gods. What he does 1s that he has the same respect for the
faith of others as he has for his own.

Although followers of other religious faiths may decry
them, the Hindus are prohibited from saying anything in
disparagement of the Teachers and Sacred Books of other
forms of Sgdhana They do not also believe in proselytising.
They however, at the same time, do not turn away the
earnest seeker

Whatever views may be entertained as to the authorship of
this book 1t should be borne in mind that in his country the
position of Shamkaracharya as a Guru 1s higher than his
position as scholar and philosopher. Others have written
commentaries and books on the Vedanta Satras "and the
Upaniskads but there 1s none who 1s venerated as Shardikara
is all over the sacred land of Bh3aratavarsZa. It may be notéd
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here that even a Roman Catholic Missionary has discovered
the harmony of Vedanta with Christian Philosophy ( “Vedanta
Vindicated” by Rev. J. F. Pessein ) and has, so far as his
dogmas have permitted him, accepted Shamkara’s exposition.
The Prapanchasara, as has already been said, is the first book
of its kind and has shown that all the different forms of
Sadhana which these days go under the generic name of
Hinduism are in harmony with Vedanta and that all Mantras
are meant for the realisation of the Supreme Brahman.

The Introduction has been re arranged to follow the arrange-
ment of the text in the present edition,

The proofs were read and the table of contents and the
alphabetical index of the verses made by Sj. Pancha@nana
Sarkhya-Vyakarazatirtha,

June 1935. A, A,
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