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TANTRIK TEXTS

Rs.
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foreword on the Vajrayna by Arthur Avalon
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INTRODUCTION.

The Upanishads published in this volume belong, with the
exception of the Arund and the Bahvricha, to the Saubhigya
Kianda of the Atharva Veda.  Some reader may ask why they
are published in this series of Tantrik Texts sceing that they
are not Tantras; nor can they be called (as some might do)
Thntrik Upanishads for there does not exist any such thing.
To the followers of the dgama Upanishad is Upanishad and of
authority as Shruti and not a Tantrik or otherwise qualified
Upanishad,  In fact the adjective Tantrik is largely o western
term. In the Stta Samhith (I. 5. 4.) the expression “Tin.
triki” is used as a form of worship distinguished from the Vedik
form in ritualistic details, The verse, where the expression
oceurs, says that Pard Shakti may be worshipped according to
Vedik or Téantrik rites according to the Adhik4ra of the wor-
shipper. A follower of the Agama calls himself an Agama-
vaidi, Kauli, Shikta, Shaiva and so forth.  The Tantras arc a
recognised part of the seriptures of that which is generally called
“Hindutsm.”  The St Samhith (I 1. 12) says the Purinas
are of authority in the same way as the different Agamas
(Kamikd &c.)  The commentator speiks of the Agamas as
of cqual authority with Shruti (Skruatisdmya) and he further
says that for a full understanding of the Vedinta it is necessary
to know among other scriptures the A gama.

The Upanishads here published are accorded a place in
this series because they contain doctrine and practice of and arc
referred to as authority by the Agamaviidins. The Agamas
arc based on and are as Professor Grunwedal has pointed out
in his “Der Weg Nach Sambhala” a continuation of the Vedas
(Dic Tantras sind cben die fortzetzung des Vedas). It 1s of
interest to here note that, for reasons which have not yet been
explained, the Tantra Shistra at any rate in its Shikta form
appears to have a special affiliation with the Atharva Veda.

This however does not of course mean that Mantras and
Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



2 INTRODUCTION

Yantras, Chakras or other elements of Upisani belong to this
Veda alone as appears in this Volume from the Aruni Upa-
nishad which belongs to the Krishna Yajurveda and Bah-

vricha which belongs tothe—Rigveda, The authority of the
Atfiafva Veda Ris beencalled in question.  The argument is
that as the Vedas are spoken of as Trayl Vidyd it is only the
Rik, Yajus and Sima which are the original Vedas. The
Atharva Veda is said to be of later date.  Reference is made
to the fact that it is replete with ritual and magic.  The mean-
ing however of the term Trayl Vidyi is not understood.
Trayi does not refer to the number of the Vedas but to the
three Kandas, Karma, Upisand and Jnina. [Sce among others
Réighava Bhatta under Shitradatilaka 1 1.] The ‘three-fold
knowledge” has therefore nothing to do with the number of the
Vedas.  The word “Veda” significs four, as when it is said of
Brahm#, that he is Vedavithu or Fourarmed.  There are Brih-
manas who are called Chaturvedis (proficient in the four Vedas
just as there are others called Trivedis and Dvivedis. Not
merely, the Atharva Veda but the othersalso contain ritual
injunctions.  The name Atharvan occurs in the other three
Vedas. The four classes of priests are  also well-known,
namely, Adhvaryu, Ioth, Udgith and Brahma the last of
whom superintend the work of the other Ritviks., Tt is suid
by some that the Atharva Veda is named after a oreat Brahmd
who belonged to the line of Angiri.  In the Mundaka Upa-
nishad (I. 1.) that Brahm\ communicated to his first born son
Atharva the Brahma-vidyd which is the  storchouse  of all
Vidyd and Atharva communicated it to Angira. (See also as to
this Veda, Sata Samhith I 1. 34—48; Mirkandeyapurina
Ch. 102 ; Kirma Purina Ch. 49). From a Brahmanik stand-
point it is an error to attribute to any Veda or Upanishad
higher authority than the rest.  The Sata Samhitd (1. 1. 37,
38) says *Veda is one and the goal thereof is one also, but it is
divided into different Shiikhds or branches” and as such the
“Vedas verily are endless” (A nantd var vedilk). Midhavichirya

in his commentary to the above verses cites the Shruti text.
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INTRODUCTION 3

“These verily are  Vedas—the Vedas verily are endless,”
(Vedilk ©d cte anantd vai veddh). There is yet no contra-
diction here. Though Shruti is endless it points to one Veda
or Truth. Some only of the Upanishads of the Atharva Veda
have been published.  The Asiatic Society of Bengal has
published 27 of the Mtharvana Upanishads with commentary
of Niwfiyana, as also one page of the Garudopanishad.  The
Government of Bombay has published eleven Upanishads of
the Atharva Veda including the Garudopanishad with (in the
case of two of them) the commentaries of NirAyana and
Shangkarananda. Scven have the commentary of Niriyana and
the rest are without any commentary. The Anandishrama of
Poona has published a volume contaning 32 Upanishads some
of which belong to the Atharva Veda, a number of these have
commentaries both by Niriyana and Shangkarinanda. The
Theosophical socicty have published two volumes containing
40 Upanishads the first of which was edited by Dr. Schrader
and the sccond containing Yoga Upanishads by Pandit
Mahideva Shastrl together with the commentaries of Brahma-
chirl.  Some of these belong to the Atharva Veda. Sriyukta
Mahesha Chandra Pila published some Upanishads of this Veda
in Bengali character with  Bengali translations.  The Nirnaya-
shgara Press of Bombay has published a volume containing the
text only of 108 Upanishads which is erroncously believed by
not a few to be a complete list.  Preference (it may be here
observed) has been given to some Upanishads because of the
authority which they cained by reason of Shangkarichirya's
commentaries on them. Doubtless this fact is proof of their
authority but it does not necessarily follow that the Upanishads
not so dealt with by him are without authority. He may
neither have had the time nor considered it necessary to
comment upon other Vedanta Shistras as did Appaya Dikshita,
Nirayana, Shangkardnanda and others.

In this volume are published the Aaulotaniskad the
Tripusrimakosanishad, the Ndlikopanishad, the Advaita-

bhdvanopanishad, the Tdropanishad, the Avrunopanishad, the
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4 INTRODUCTION

Bakvsichopanishad, and the Bhdvanopanishad. The first four
are here published for the first time. The Venkateshvara
Press of Bombay has in the volume named Shiktapramoda
included Téropanishad which however is a different Upanishad
from that which is here published under the same name though
it is possible that what is there and here published may belong
to one and the same Upanishad.  The text of the Arunopa-
nishad here published is a different work from that of the
Aruneyopanishad published in the 108 Upanishads of the
NirnayasAgara Press.  Therefore these two texts here pub-
lished under these two names are also published for the first
time. The BhAvanopanishad has been previously printed by
the Mysore Government but not the Prayoga or practical
application of its directions which is now published for the
first time. To three Upanishads (Kaula, Bhivani and Tripuri-
maha) are attached the commentary of the great Bhiskarariya
an exponent of Kidimata. To the Bhivanopanisad and
Tripurimahopanishad are also added short commentary by
Appaya Dikshita, with the Arunopanishad is given the com-
mentary by Lakshmidhara. The rest are published without
commentary as it has not yet been found possible to secure any.

The Kaulopanishad is as it were the sced of the Kaula
doctrine and form of worship which is amplified in the
Kulirnava and other Tantras and Samhitis. There appear
to have been differing forms of Kaula worship as evidenced by
the commentary of Lakshmidhara on the Saundaryalahari
who was himself a Kaula and a man of great learning but spoke
with severe condemnation of some of the practices of what
he calls the Uttara or Northern Kaulas. Bhiskarariya, a man
of considerable breadth of view and tolerance, condemns any
depreciation of the faiths and rites of others.

Commenting on the Riks of the Kaulopanishad which
say —"“Even weak argument may be valid” (Anydyo nyiyak)
and “Condemn not others” (Lakdn na nindydt), Bhisskara says
that some times it so happens that an objector by reason of his

own weakness is not able to state his case rightly. With regard
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INTRODUCTION 5

to the injunction not to condemn others he says that different
Darshanas arc of authority for different people according to
the path they pursue and their respective Adhikdra, A man
who is not an Adhikéri for a particular Darshana should not
be initiated therein. It is on this account, says Bhiskarariya,
the Lord (Gith II1. 26) has said that men are not to weaken
the faith of the ignorant in the efficacy of ritualistic observances.
This Upamshad is an enquiry (/ifndsd = [néndya vichdrak)
relating to Dharma or Vimarsha Shakti.  Vimarsha Shakti is
Dharma because she is inherent in the Brahman who is the
possessor of Dharma (Dharmi).  In this Upanishad the one-
ness of Brahman with Vimarsha Shakti and with the universe
is established, One of the Riks says Adharma, that is, the
Nishkala Brahiman is Dharma (Adharma coa dharmak). This
is the same thing as saying that Shakti or Dharma is not
separatc from that in which she inheres (Adhara) which is here
the Brahman.  Towards the end of the Upanishad is to be
found the injunction against the indiscriminate preach-
ing of Kaula (Kula faith and doctrine).  AKanlapratishthing na
kurydt.  This is because it is likely to be, as it often is in fact,
misunderstood as by persons who say that the Doctrine teaches
and sanctions among others things incest. (Sce introduction to
the Karpiirddi Stotra in this series). The Upanishad ends by
saying  “Be the equal of all”—(Sarvasamo bhavet). “Such an
one becomes liberated”—(Sa mukto blravatr).

The Bahvrichopanishad which belongs admittedly to the
Rig Veda is here printed with a commentary by Appaya
Dikshita. This speaks of Sadividyd besides Kadi and Had:.
Appaya in his commentary gives the first Kta of cach of the
three Vidyas.

The TripurAmahopanishad consists of 16 Riks. Bhis-
karariya who quotes the eighth Rich in his commentary
to the NityAshodashikdrnava Tantra (Ch. I, vv. 118, 119)
speaks of it as belonging to the Shaunakashikhd of the
Atharva Veda and according to the Triplicane text of

the commentary on the KAmakalivilisa wherein the same
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6 INTRODUCTION

Rik has been cited under verse 17, it belongs to the
Sangkhyiyana Shikhi of the Rigveda and contains .the
Panchadashikshari VidyA. Bhiskara under verse 8 of the
Varivasydrahasya speaks of it as belonging to the same
Shruti. Rik 9 gives the Vigbhava Kata of the Pancha-
dashikaramantra according to Hadimata. It may be noted
here that both Bhiskarariya who belongs to the HAdimata
and the Commentator on Kimakald vilisa an  adherent of
the Hadimata are agreed as to the authority aud signi-
ficance of the Rik. In the first Rik the Binduchakra is
spoken of as containing within itsclf the letters A, Ka, Tha,
(the A-Ka-Tha triangle) in a subtle state (sce A, Avalon’s
“Serpent Power”).  In Rik 2 the first Chakra of one triangle
and the second of eight triangles are spoken of.  In this way
in the first five Riks the Shrichakra of Tripurasundari is
described. (See Introduction to Tantrarija and also Kama-
kalavilisa, Ed: A, Avalon).  Rik 6 says all the Devis
spoken of clsewhere are but Tripuri. Rik 7 says that by
know:ng Her the Sidhaka enters this Light of Tripuri. The
fourteenth Rik speaks of the equality in greatness (Samapra-
dhdnatvanz) of the Female (Stri, Shakti) and the Male (Pumiin,
Shiva) phases in the Universe. Bhiskararya in his commen-
tary to this Rik cites the well-known verse from Agama which
says that Shiva bereft of Kundalini is no better than a corpse
(Shava). Rik 15 speaks of the fruit of Nirguna Dhyina
and the way to perform it. Under this Rik Bhfskara, dis-
cusses the arguments for and against the use of wine.

The Bhivonopanishad belongs, as is stated in the body
of the Upanishad, to the Kadimata with which The Tantra-
rija (Vol. VIII. TAntrik Texts and Vol. XII and in the Press)
fully deals. In Chapter XXXV of that Tantra commonly called
the Visanfipatala it gives a summary which explains this Upani-
shad. The first Rik of this Upanishad says that Shakti who
is the cause of all (Sarva-gdrana-blitd Shakt:h) is the adored
Guru (Shriguruf) as is also stated in the Tantrarija in Chap-

ter [ and also in the Visanipatala. In the Vimakeshvara
Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



INTRODUCTION Vi

Tantra (Nityashodashtkd Ch. V1) the same is affirmed.  So
the great poet Kilidisa in his Hymn to the Mother (Ambi-
stotra) speaks of Her as “the very self of the Guru of bound-
less merey.” (Sdikshddaparakarund gusrumirtty eva). The second
Rik says that “Her body consists of nine openings.” (7¢na
navarandhraripo dehak). The Tantrarija explains this and
says that the ninefold character (Nawvasvam) of Her body (i, e.
the body of Vimarsha Shakti) manifests itsclf (Avablhdsate) in
the nature of apertures (Randhrdtocna).  These nine  aper-
tures are the nine Gurus.  The two organs of hearing and that
of speech are the three gurus of the Divya class.  The two
organs of vision and that of generation constitute the Siddha
class and the two organs of smell and that of exeretion the
Minava class. In Rik 3 it is said that the Shrichakra is
made up of nine Chakras, and Rik 6 that the body is made up
of nine Gurus. In this way the correspondence is shown
between the human body and the Shrichakra. The 10oth
Rik says that to worship the Shrichakra is to realise the
identity of Jndta, Jndna and Jneya. The other Riks speak
of the identity of the different parts of the human body with
those of the Shrichakra and the Shaktis  abiding therein.
Rik 27 says “that one’s &tmi (Svdsmd) which is ever Bliss
and Whole (Saddnandapirna) is the Supreme Devath Lalith (or
Tripurd)”  In Rik 30 it is said that the end or accomplishment
(Siddl: ) is in the realisation of this unity.  Awanychittatvena
cha Siddhik,  Rik 31 says “Homa consists in the dissolution
(Vilipana) in the Atma of all sense of duality as shown in 7 and
Thon, Being and Now-betnp, lTujunclion and Prokbition, and
the like.  (Aham toame ast: ndsti kartavyam akartavyam updse-
Lavyan: it vikalpdndne @lmant vilipanan homak). The sensc
of this, says Bhaskararaya, i1s that all sensc of duality should
be destroyed and the many Shaktis which are the causcs
of it should be thought of as if dissolved or absorbed into the
Devata.  Rik 33 declares the oneness of the fifteen Nityds
with the fifteen lunar days.

The Prayoga thows how the Sfdhaka should do the rituals
Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



8 INTRODUCTION

with the Riks. The proper (Svddhydyapardyana) student of
Vedas not merely understands the text but practises it in such
a way that he becomes an embodiment of Veda which thus
rules him in all his actions leading him ultimately to Liberation
which is the final goal of all who belong to the Brahmanik
Faith. Thus the first three Riks of the Bhavanopanishad are
those already mentioned (1) Shri-Guruh savva-kdvanalblild
Shaktih. (2) Tena navarandhraripo dehah. (3) Navachakra-
riipam  Shri-chakram. The Prayoga is as follows: Do
PrindyAma with the Muolamantra and do Rishinydsa and
other two Nyflsas prescribed. Then say ‘“ obeisance to
Shriguru who is Sushumnd and Vivekavritti  being  an
Angsha of Chit Shakti itself,” and touch the Brabhmarandhra.
Then say: “Obeisance to Shri-Prakfishinandanitha who is
the right ear and Payasvini (the NAadi of that name);
Obeisance to Shri-Vimarshdnandanitha who is the left
car and Shangkhini; Obeisance to Shri-Anandanitha  and
Sarsvati. In this way obeisance is to be made to cach
of the other six Gurus of the Siddha and Minava classes,
mentioning  along with the name of cach the name of the
associated organ and N&di and touching the organs named
and last of all Vyipaka Nyasa should be done saying obeisance
to the (Her) body which is the Shrichakra composed of nine
Chakras.  Bhaskararya in the Prayoga has g¢iven the entire
process of which the above is a sample.

As regards the Arunopanishad it is said by some that the
whole of the first Prapiithaka of the Taittiriya Aranyaka is
the Arunopanishad as it is devoted to Arund and Aruna-
ketu. The word Arund means “ She who is red.” Redness
( Lavhityam ) is Vimarsha. Red is the colour of Rajas
Guna. The Tantrardja says: ““Lauhityang lodvimarshak
syat,” and the Bhivanopanishad (Rik 29) says the same. 1
have here published only that portion of the 27th section of
the first PrapAthaka of the Taittiriya Aranyaka which is
by all admittedto be the Arunopanishad. There is a com-
mentary to the Taittiriya Aranyaka by Siyanichirya and
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INTRODUCTION 9

it, like the generality of his commentary, deals with the
surface of things and does not go into the inner significance
of the texts commented upon. [ have given the lucid com-
mentary of Lakshmidhara. The Arunopanishad belongs to
the Krishna Yajurveda and not to the Atharva Veda. The
Upanishad begins with the text: “We now discuss this {the
Chakravidyd) and the Bhuvanas.” (See A. Avalon’s “Garland
of Letters”) The speakers are a class of Rishis named Prish-
nis—the name appears at the end of the Upanishad. Natani-
nanda cites two of the Riks of this Upanishad in his com-
mentary to the KAmakalivilAsa under verse 35 of that book.
These two Riks are:  Marichayak svdyamblhvovdh. Ye sharf-
vdnt akalpayan. Shyana has made no attempt to state their
inner sense. Lakshmidhara gives a full explanation and shows
how on the authority of the Taittiriya Brihmana and having
regard to the context the two Riks refer to the countless rays
which emanate from Supreme Self or the Devi and are indica-
tive of Time and the divisions thereof as seen in Creation.

The short Upanishad called Advaitabhfiva is nothing but
a string of affirmations of the identity of the self with all
and has importance only as evidence of the adoption of
Advaitabhiiva. Kalikd and Tara Upanishads give the Mantras
and Yantras of these Devis and their Avarana Devatfs and
prescribe Kaula SAdhand for the realization of the unity of the
S4dhaka with his Ishta Devatid whether Kali or TArft according
to the SAdhaka’s Adhikéra.

At the erd of the book (Appendix & ) is printed a text of
the Kaulopanishad received from the Varendra Anusandhiina
Samiti of Rajshahi.

CAICUTTA,
} ARTHUR AVALON,

23, Juiy, 1922.
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