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INTRODUCTION. 

The importance of this prev iously unpublished Tantra 
consis ts in the fact that it belongs to what some call the 
·· prohibited" class : that is, those, who do not accept its present 
authority, allege it to belong to, and to have been operative in, 
another and not in the present Kalpa. Those, who do not 
accept this point of view, might probably say that this assign­
ment of Tantra to a prev ious Kalpa is a device whereby 
respect is shown to a particular ShfLstra without acceptance of 
its controlling authority. In other words that where a Tantra 
of the present Kalpa and a Tantra of another Kalpa are at 
variance, such variance represents different schools of practice in 
the present Kalpa. In either view the Tantra is of interest 
particularly as it deals ,vith the vexed subject of the existence 
or non-ex istence of Pashubhava in the Kaliyuga and the ritual 
use of wine and so forth which it conclemns. 

The l\Iahi'tsidclhas:lrasvata Tantra says "l•ctllivilasa and such 
other Tantras are operative in Ashvakranta in the Kftlakalpa." 
The present Kalpa is known as the Svetavarttl1a Kalpa. 
According to the former Tantra it has therefore no validity for 
the present Kalpa. Why then, it may be as'ked, has l\lahi\cleva 
promulgated in the present Kalpa a Tantra suited to another? 
The reply which is given in the l\lahtwishvasara Tantra is that 
"1\11 such Tantras belonging to other Kalpas as have been 
related are intended for the confusion of unbelievers (P[tshandas) 
and are in fact ineffec tual in the present Kalpa." 

l\Iahftcleva in the Kul:"trnava says "Lest by knowing Kula­
clharma, the e ffect of which is visible, all men should get 
liheratecl 1 , I have in some places even spoken ill of K ulachtua,,: 
that is dicta applicable to other \' arshas, Dvipas and Kalpas are 
ex ta nt for delusion only. Let us then see what the differences 
arc which may be said to indicate two schools of Tantrik practice 
one favouring- and the other condemning- the ritual use of wine 
and so forth ( Panchatattva). 

It is common ground that the Panchatattva in their primary 
(:\lukhya) form arc not for those who belong to Pashubhava. 

I. The De\·at:1s are intcrcstccl in th e maint ena nce l)f crea ti,in. And so l':1ta njali says 
that Ah:rngldra and De\·ata arc inimica l tn the \ 'ugt. 
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IXTR()I )UC'TI();\'. 

Acc)rding· to some there is no Divya or \Tira Bh:t,·a in this Kali 
age in ,rhich there is Pashubhf1va only. The l\l ahanirvfina ancl 
l{uclrayu.mala (26th P~itala) are sometimes relied 011 for this 1 . 

The Prflllatoshi11i cites a passage purport ing to come from the 
nlahflnirvana : 

DiYya-vira-mayo bhfn,ah kalau nt1sti kacl,khana 

Ke,,al:'\ng- pash u-bh a ,·cna man trf'1 s icldhir lJha n:n n r/nttrn 

"l n the Kali 1\g-e there is no l)i vya or \TiraLhftva. It is 
only by the Pashubha,·a that men can attain .\iantra Siclclhi. 

But the translation of the text of the: former Tantra \\'hich 
has been published by me says (Ch. I. v. 54) that J>ashubhttva 
ancl Di,·yabh[t va are forbidden ( Pashu-hha ,,a di vyabhtt ,·au 
svayam cva nivf1ritau) ancl in the Rudray~1mala the statement 
is saicl not to be traced ; the 53rd Patala of \Yhich hm,·e,·er say.s 
that "if Pashus clcluclecl by Shastra (Shastramohitalzf desire 
liberation th~y should adopt \ Tirabhlva and practise Yoga." 
The J ntrna Tantra quoted in the Brihat-tantra~ara however 
cloes say that in the Kaliyuga there is no Bhava superior to that 
of Pashubht1.va; that the drinking- of \\·ine is for the ~atyayuga; 
and worship \\'ith Panchatatt,,a is not for the Kaliyug-a. 

( Pash u bhi\ va-paro bht1. vo ni\sti n;'hti ka1ermatah ). Similarly 
the presen t 'Tantra (Kfdh·il.'1sa) in Chapter \TI says that Divya 
hhaYa is for the Satya and Treb'i \'ug·as ; \

1

irabhava for the.: 
Tretft and D,·apara) ug-as; ancl P~tshul>hf1\'a for the K~diyuga. 
In the last therefore there is to be 1:0 drinking of wine. \'. ::q. 
S:t\'S that UinTa and \ ·1ra Bhi't\'a prescribe Panchtattva with 
n;sh, fish, ;,\I ~1clrt1 and Parastri and r. 2 ~ sa , ·s that \\"i ne should 
not be take n in Kaliyug-a. The object tl1en .,of thrs Tantra is to 
establish for th e Kaliyug-a PashubL'tva and its rules which pro­
hibit win e-cl rinking-. l t states the Arjuna. Bhirna, Yuclhishthira, 
Ruk111i11i, DrauparH. Drona attained Sicldhi hy Pashuhbava. 
On the other hand th e re are those who clcny that there is a1~y 
Pashubhi'tva in the Kali ag·e." Thus the Kularnava says that in 
this Yuga Uevat:1s (Jf all ~\ch:tras should be worshipped in 
\"irabht1.va; whether Shi,·a. Shflkta, \-aishnava. Saura or Gtu,a­
patya or followers of the Bauclha. Pf'tshupata or Sfl!1gkhya 
Uarshanas. 

r. S =e tlw RahasppL1japaddl1ati: 'l work l,1-:ed un the teaching of l'andit J::iganm nhrina 
'J\ukal.lllld.r.l. Edited by his s,m J 11:t1H:ndran:~tha Tantrarntna \\ here th e sul,je<.:t now denll \\ ith 
is lreateLl uf. 

2. That i,; only those delu<lt·J L,y Sh,htrn t •. l,e I•> the Pa~l1t1'Jhava. 
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IXTRODCCTIOX. 3 

Similarly it is disputed whether a Brahma11a should take 
wine. The Ktdikul.'trna ,·a with scicn tific precision describes 
wine as a ma/a of material substance. J\1coho1 is in fact the 
product of a disruptive disintegrating process ancl is for this 
reason said by those who are against: its use to be proclucti,·c of 
harm. Kalikul:"trnava savs ''i-\ Urftmana, Ks/2atriva or Vaish,·a 
should not cl rink wine.,-, The V,'\raht Tantr~; says that' a 
Br[ihmana should not fol10\v the Panchatattva ritual. These 
ancl the like passag-es are sought to be explained by the state­
ment that these and the like pt:ohibitory dicta apply to the case 
of Anabhis/tikta Br:"thmanas. Thus \\,·hc:n Niruttara Tantra says 
"Ihtihmana will drink wine but not the twice-born"; b\· Brahmana 
it is said, is meant not the ordinary Brtthmana (twi~e-born) but 
the Abhis/2ikta Brfthma11a. The Brahman~, who drinks ,vine 
,vithout Abhis/2eka is, it says, a great sinner. The passage in 
Shdkrama namely vi'1111aktrn10 bn'\hmann hi madyam maugsam 
na bhaks/2ayet' is interpreted as meaning that the \ Ti'tm:i Brf1h­
ma11a should not take wine or 11esh for sense-gratification only 
which is the teaching of the Kaula Tantra or that the Anabhi­
s/tikta should not do so which is also common doctrine. 

Again when l\Iahftcleva in the Utpatti Tantra says "In the 
Kaliyug-a in every house men wi111ose their strength by drinking 
\\'ine' ' this is said to refer to persons devoid of ./\.chi'tra and to 
mere useless drinking ( Vr/thft pi\na). 'The l\Iah is/tamarclini' Tantra 
says ·•A Y1ra is a Siddhamantrin, Drinking of wine does not 
make a Yira" (Sidclhamantri' bhavecl viro na v:iru maclyapi'tnata/2). 
This is admitted. But it is denied that wine is thereby excluclecl, 
for the passage goes on to say a Yfra is one who is A bhis/tikta. 
\ Vhen the Nigamc1.ta11trasf'1ra says ''In Gaura ancl other countries 
Siclclhi can be obtained through Pashubhi\v'a," the statemen t 
is said not to be applicable to the Kaliyuga. How, it is asked, 
can the man lead the life of a Shttstric Pashu in this age. Thus 
a good Pashu should not Ii vc under the rule of a l\llechchha. 
Therefore it is said that Pashus cannot now get Siclclhi in their 
Bh:"tva and should follow that of the Y:ira. Therefore Ti'irtt­
rahasya says "There is no Pashu in Kali (Na pashushcha 
kalau k vach it). 1 \ g·ain a pass;:ige has bc:cn ci tecl from the l\ f uwla­
mtdft Tantra to prove that the J>anchatattvas are not proper for 
house -holders: as also the Ytu11akcshvara Tantra which recom­
mending Bhi'rng is said to prohibit Sadhantt with wine and 
~I aithuna with woman in the Kali Yuga. This is denied ; the 
reference to Bhftng hcing taken to indicate the necessity of its 
use before the Panchatattva. As rcg-ards house-holders it is 
sufficient that they are Abhis/tikta in which case they belong to 
Virabhftva. 
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4 I~T RODL'C TIOX. 

Again the question is raised whether the worsh ip with sub ­
stitutes is effectual such as cocoa nut water. 

Tantrastu-a says tha t wh ere it is necessary to offe r wine a 
Brahmal/a should offer molasses or honey in a copper vessel. 
Yogini Tantra says g inge r " ·ith ,_molasses. Ordinarily the 
Divya Stldhaka follows the inn er (~\_bhya nta rina) Panchatattva 
by Dhytma; th e Vfra the primary (nl ukhya) Pa ncha tattva in 
their lite ral sense : and the substitutes arc for Pashubh:''tva. 
But Kfdik:"t Tantra denies the use of substitutes in thi s age 
saying that milk, butter and hon ey were in use in the three firs t 
ages: but in the prese nt age me n should worship with wine. 
This ,,wuld follow from the vi ew that there is no Pashubha va. 
This however is the point in issue and the opponents wo uld 
deny that the Kali age is productive of the true Vira. 

The author of the Rahasyapftjt'lpaddhati says of the doctrine 
in the J nana Tantra tha t he " will dri ve it out of Bharatavarsha 
send it to a different Dvipa and fin a lly place it in a d iffe r­
ent Kai pa. " 1\I ahishamardini Tantra, he sa,·s. in the first 
place states "in Kaliyug a in Bharatavarsha, worship with 
Panchatattva is th e best. " This, it is said, shows that th e 
doctrin e in J nana T a ntra and th e prohibito ry dicta in T:"trft ­
pradipa and l\ Ie ru T antra do not a pply to Bh:''irata,,arsha or 
the Kaliyuga . Kamf1khyft Tantra next says .. In this Jambu­
clvipa in the Kali ag e a Brt,hmana " ·ill never be a Pashu. " I I e 
tl~en pursues his argum ent at some !ength and with much 
vigour. 

I need not follow him as I intend here , ,ery shortly to • 
indicate contending vi ews on tl1 e ques ti on of the Panchatattva 
rites. I refer of course onlv to the Yf'1111ft cht1ra fo llowers of the 
Shakta Tantras. A dhere nts., of other S chools will ha ,·e none 
of th em. Thus La kshmidhara Comme ntor of the Anandalahari 
and follower of the Samayttchttra S chool which re cognises 
only the so-called Shubh£1gamas says tha t the mind is soil ed by 
even the remembrance of such men : and tha t the Panchata ttva 
rites in their literal form a re followed only by S hi\clras of an 
inferior kind. It is suffi cient to state these ,·arious vi ews in 
order that the importa nce of the Tantra he re publi shed may he 
understood. For it is not otherwise of interest or value. It 
r~presents in short the adh erents of th e Pashubha va and its 
.Achara at least in th e Yi ew of those wh o rely on its present 
authority. Its prohibitiun however aga in st the use of " ·ine, 
meat and so forth is to be g enerall y recomm ended : s in ce abs­
tention spells absence of abuse and acq•Jire ment uf ment 
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I~TRODUCTmX. 5 

whether the Tantra be of ''another Kalpa" or not. The 
"delusion" which it is likely to produce in this respect need not 
be harmful. I ndeecl it might with advantage and consistency 
ha,·e gone in several matters further seeing that it purports 
to recommend the Pashuhhi't va. 

The fo11owinu is a short surnmarv of this Tantra. ;--, ,; 

In the first Pata la the Ded 3,sks what Tantra is suited to 
all Jambuclvipa in this age; or according to one l\Is "in the 
Kali age." The Devi's question is cll1S\vered by Sadyoj:'ha one of 
the five aspects of Shiva, \i\Tho commences by saying that the 
Tantra is so ca11ecl because it saves from the Sangs(tra. Sht"tdras 
are then forbidden to use the Pranava or Svfth:'i. They may u5:.e 
N ama/z or H ring and the like. Sh C1dras are declared disqualified 
from performing Homa, worshipping the Shftlig-rama Shilh and 
intercourse with a Brahmani. The reason which Shiva gives is 
that otherwise a11 castes will become twice born. The -second 
Patala in wl1ich the speaker is Shiva in Aghora aspect g·ives a 
description of the ;\Tantras which ShC1dras may use. Shuclras 
in doing Japa should substitute K11.rcha and l\Ifly:\ Vijas for 
Sv{lha (V. ~w). V. 24 however says that in the Satyayuga a 
l\Iantra with Pranava and Sd'thi\ was appropriate for a Shf,dra. 
In the third chapter the speaker is ~he Tatpurus/za Shiva. I le 
says that a Shfrdra worshipping the Vidyi\ approved in the 
Ktilivihisa Tantra attains the state of a Vaish,·a. He is not 
howeve~ Aclhild'td for the Pranava. He may us"e the fourteenth 
vowel (au) in place of the Pranava. The ShC1dra who acci­
clenta11y hear a l\Iantra from the mouth of his Guru which 
contains Svftbfl and Pranava is reborn a pig though the Guru 
himself incurs no sin. The speaker in the latter part of this 
chapter is Shricleva vVho gives His direction as to what should 
be clone in the event of the Guru dying after communication 
of the the l\Iantra but before completing his instruc­
tions. The fourth Chapter in which the speaker is Ishana 
Shiva says that the four castes including Sh11dras and those 
belmv them should fullmv Pashvi\chara in the Kaliyuga. Uivya­
lJhava and Virabht1.va arc not for the Kaliyuga nor is Purash­
ch;-lralla for 111~11 is a slave to hunger, and sleep and for this rite 
fasting and long devotions are necessary. ~Ieat and wi11e should 
not be taken. 

A man should mentally recite his l\f antra whether he be 
(bodily) pure or not, whether \Valking or at rest wherever he 
may be. The :\lantra for v,.rorshipping Shiva is in the case 
of the twice-brm1 ··Om Shivt1yc:1 nama/z" and for the Shfrclra 
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6 TXTRODC,TIO I\". 

"Shivf1\"a nama/2." The Shiva l\lantra should first he learnt 
from t1{'e Guru. Then on learning from him the Shakti Mantra 
man becomes Shiva-Shakti-maya. \ 1\'ithout the grace of the Guru 
nothing can a attained. \Vithout worshipping him no other 
worship should be dondt. for he is Brahm, Vishnu and all other 
Devatt,s. The abovementionccl statement as to the Bhi\vas is 
repeated in the next Chapter in which Shiva as L~ mesha affirms 
that Siddhi is to be attained by Pashubht1va. In this Chapter 
a hundred names of Kfdi are given. The Stotra of a I ooo names 
is not for the Kaliyuga. By recitation a I 00000 times of the 
hundred names of Kf,B man attains Sicldhi by Pashuhhava. The 
Dcv1 next asks about the Trailokvamohana Ka vacha of 2 2 letters. 
Saclyojftta replies and gives the 'Kavacha. It should not he says 
be given to the disciple of another, to one who is fallen, to a 
calumniator, to one who is not a devotee ( Bhakta) of Hari nor 
to one who is a devotee of Shiva. l f Kali is worshipped with­
out this Kavacha then the fruit of P(1jft and Tapas is stolen by 
Bhairava. 

Chapter VI after mentioning the time for initiation says that 
Divyabhava is for the Satya aucl Treta Yugas, \71rabhava 
for Tretft and Dvilpftra Yug-as. The Panchatattva are .. for both 
the above Bhfwas. But Pashubhava is the only Bhava for the 
Kali Yuga. Chapter VI also says (V. 12) "as is Divya so is 
\7ira there is no distinction bet,veei: the t,vo ;" and in these 
Bha ,,as no Dos/2a is incurred by taking the Panchatatt,'a. 
The Chapter ends with a verse which says the saying (Vachana) 
"Having drunk and drunk again, having fallen to the ground 
rising arid drinking again man is liberated ,, is appropriate to 
the -Satya age alone ; or according to a passage quoted in the • 
Rabasyap-C1y,1pacldhad from Satya to the middle of Treta which 
possibly refers to a similar Verse in Chapter X post. If by 
this statement this Tantra understands the quotecl line to refer 
to the drinking of material wine then inferiority is displayed. 
The full verse which is given in the Kuh'\rnava with the context 
in which it appears, as also common sense shows, that the pass­
age refers to yoga "drinking." Possibly this Tantra may refer to 
tl1is particular yoga. The meaning is not clear. 

Chapter VI I says that in the Kali yuga Pfijft sho1;lcl be done 
in the ordinary way and not on c!- Yantra. The Is/2/amantra 
should be practised in Vais/2nava Achfu-c1. This Chapter states 
that Sarnbida may he consumed in the I~ali age. This is of four 
kinds according as its flowers are white, red, yellow and black. 
The first is for Brfthmanas. The second for Kshattrivas and so 
011. Even this should be taken sparingly. \Vorship on Shivalinga 
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INTRODUCTION'. 7 

is prescribed for Sh11dra. This Chapter says that the divulging 
of secret \\·orship destroys Siddhi. vVhat was th e necessity of 
referring to the subj ec t seeing that Pashubht, va is enjoined is 
not clear. The Chapter quotes the \Vell known saying "I mvarclly 
Shakta etc. 

Chapters VI I I and IX deal with Prallt1yama and Sangketa 
(that is Devat:1) respectively . There is no Homa in the Kali 
age. Shivapfrjtt grant fruit. Shiva, Durgft and Kn~,hna are all 
one and the same. 

Cha1Jter X cri ves a hundred names of Bhubaneshvari 
b • 

which shou1 d be repeated placing one's Shakti if initiated 
on the left The Sadhaka has his mouth full of P:in. It 
repeats the prohibition that wine should not be drunk in the 
Kaliyuga. This Chapte r a nd the nex t refer to l\laithuna. 
\ Vine and l\Iaithuna ,,,.. ith Parastd are not to be taken and 
done. For Sidclhi is prevented th ereby. Chapters X and X I 
however seem to a llow of connection with an initiated 
Parastd subject to the condition that there is no Vindupf,ta. 
The prohibition against drinking in the Kaliyuga is repeated. 
Chapte r X I al so gives a hundred nam es of l\ Iah{Hripud\sundad 
an cl the next two Chapters the hundred nam es of Tara, and 
Bhairad respectively. Chapter X I \ 7 which is very short 
treats of the mode of worship in the Kaliyuga. l\leditation should 
be clone on Kubkundali nt. Patala XV deals with Vashikaraua 
and it is curious to 110te th erein a l\Iantra in a language 
which is a mixture of Assamese and Eastern Beng ali ~1s spoken 
abo ut Chittagong. Chapte rs X \' I and XV I I give a hundred 
names of Ihgal:\ a nd l\Ifttanggi respectively. Chapters XVI I I 
- XX I I treat of the Dhyfrn;:i_-, JJ1'\jft a nd so forth of Kftrtikeya, 
J ayf1, Vijay:"t, Gallesha, l\ Iahishasura, Laks/21111, Sarasvati and 
Durgft. Chapter X IX deals with the worship of the Buffalo : 
Chapter XX with that of Sarasvati and Durg-a. Chapter XXI 
speaks of the Kaliktt Purana as describing th e \vorship of 
~Iahishamardini and the n treats of the Mantra of l\Iahishamar­
clin1; Her weapons a nd the like, how they are held and what 
th ey signify. \'V. 26-29 give a Dhya na of Mahishamarclini. 
Her vehicles (\':"1hana) a re Shiva \ Vho is the l\Iah,"tcleva Preta, 
Vishnu the lion, and BrahmO, the reel lotus. \,\Then there is 
~1ccession of des ire ( Kamaktde) She is shown as being on the 
Shiva-corpse (Shiva preta). Chapter X XII speaks of H er atten­
dants. In this Chapter there are some Mantras given in a 
reversed for m. Thus for 0111 Durge Durge the l\Iantras is given 
as Rgedu rg-edu Orn. Chapters XXIII and XXIV which deal 
with the birth of K rz'shna from Ktdi s tate that Kr1~,hlla was 
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s IXTl{01WCTION. 

born as the son of Ded who was Caud (fair complexioned) and 
turned black \,·hen excited by passion. V \r 19-27 gi,·c a Dhyf111a 
of K:llild't. In Chapter X XIV Dev1 tells Kn:dua that by drink­
ing the nectar from Her breasts H c though N irguna has become 
Sagwz:t. She says "Oh Son I am Vinclur(1pft and then Sagunft. 
I am Adya the supreme Devati"t of all Devas. The Chapter then 
proceeds to an account of some \ 'ijas. Chapters X .XY-XX IX 
deal with Vijas ancl their Dhyf1na at morning. midday, evening 
\·iz, K:1ma dja ( Kling Ch . .X X \~) ;\[ f1yfn·1ja ( H ring) and Ramft­
dja or Lakshmivija (Shring in Ch. XX \TI) K C1rchchavija 
(Ii t"rng in Ch. X X \' 111) and A ng-1-:usha \'ija (K rong in Ch. 
XX V 11 I). V. 21 of Ch. X.X VI I says that Yantra should not 
he use;l in Kali age. In this Chapter XX VI I I I,:di says to 
Kn:,hna Her son "after this clay of Brahma You will become the 
beloved of R:"tclhft \Vho wjll be born of 7\ly body." It says that 
Brahmi\, \' ishnu Ruclra, Islwara and Sadft shiva are five kinds 
of Light and Kn:s-hna is the Lord ab<we them all. It then speaks 
of Radhft ancl of Kn~·hna's union with Her. Chapters XX IX 
and X XX deal with the mode of writing certain Vijas. Chapter 
XX X: also tre~1ts of the time for doing Boclhana of Durgtt ancl 
Chapter XXX of the Dhyfmas of \7ijas. Chapters XXX f I­
X X X I Y deal with Stotra, Ka vacha, and the letters ; repeating 
the prohibition of worship on Yantras in the Kaliyuga. Chapter 
XXXI I I says that Yantra is so called because it gives know­
leclg·e of the Kolias of Yijas (i.e. place where \~ijas arc to be put) 
and therefore fully saves th e people. Chapter X XX I\.,. gives 
four h\·mns which came out of the mouths of Shiva. The last 
Chapt~r (XXX f) of the Tantra gives a conversation between 
Kali and Kr/shlla before th e latter went to Coloka. There arc 
ll\'e Nanclas. five Kn~·hnas, five IU1dh:"1s ancl so forth in the 
third or present Kalpa. The \'ijas are g·iven which Shiva -
recites by His four mouths. This Ch~1pter also states that 
Purashcharana, Homa, Abhisheka and Tarpana ~tre prohibited 
in the Kaliyuga. 

In the preparation of this Text three manuscript have been 
consulted-one belonging to the /\siatic Society of Beng~il ; 
the second to th e Cdcutta Sa1,skrit College, and the third to 
the collection of the H on'ble :\Iahi\r:"1ja Sir Prodyat Kumar 
Tagore to all of whom my thanks are clue. 

SRI'.':A(iAR. 

, \1n11l' R A\' ,\L(J~. 
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