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ANNUAL :
(Jan. 1 to Dec. 31)
W Rainfall this year
in Santa Barbara
Jan. 1 to March 1

is 8.96 inches.

M Rainfall last year
in Santa Barbara

| Jan. 1 to March 1

J was 4.70 inches.
. B Thirty-year

"\, average rainfall

S (g for Santa Barbara
ending 7 p.m. Storm ;"1 '4q March 1

A. = Not available
et 5.__'-Beaq_lin 24 hours

| ..1-10?;:: N‘aria Ai port ngoaéy t:“él; W
BT ria Air ] ; :
2. Twitchell Dam 0.07 055 SEASONAL |
3. Sisquoc ; 0.00 052 (Sept.1toAug, 31)¢
4 Casmalia 0.63 246 MSantaBarbara 4
5. Lompoc 0.00 501 rainfall Sept. 1, 1990,
6. Los Alamos 1.14 3,03 toMarch1, 1991,
7. Manzanita Min. 145 286 IS7:21inches.
8. Buellton 1.32 337 MSantaBabara
.|‘- 9. Alisal Reservoir 398  6.89 rainfall Sept, 1, 1989,
- 10. Figueroa Min. 1.38 _ 3.88 toMarch1,1990,
& 11, Refugio 417 7.13 was 6.04 inches. a
ﬁ 12. Lake Cachuma 259  5.82 M Thirty-year
+ 18, San Marcos Pass 3.17  7.96 average rainfall
. 14, Goleta 0.92 3.76 for Santa Barbara
15, Santa Barbara Airport 0.34 1,43~ Sept. 1 to March 1
| 16.Cuyama N.AA. 149 is13.40inches.
7. West Big Pine Lookout 1,43 VS e
18, Glbraltar Dam 519, 790,08 Ay A aestnall
é- 19. Mission Creek | 5.75 readings at the Sanla
© 20, Santa Barbara Downtown 3,19 528 B
- 21. Mt. Calvary Monastery NLA. N.A.
| 22.Juncal Dam NLA. N.A.
 23. Carpinteria 1.70 4.61
. Santa Cruz Island N.A. N.A.

o1
‘Source: Accu-Weather Inc.
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~ 2. Twitchell Dam
- _3. Sisquoc

. Casmalia

LOmpoc

. Los Alamos

Manzanita Min.

S Sale

| 10. Figueroa Min.

9:..Aiisai Ftes_e'rVoir
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5 Pass.

5. Sana Barbéra Airport
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6. Cuya

Wes Bu' Pine Lookout

Gibraltar Dam

Mrssmn Creek

nt Barbara Downtown

alvary Monas ;grv_
Dam i

( c

M Rainfall this ;,fr:sarL
in Santa.Barbara
Jan. 1 to March 4
is 7.43 inches.

B Rainfall last yaal'_ J

in Santa Barbara
Jan. 1 toMarch 4

was 4.70 70 iies il
g

or Santa Barbara
Jan, 1to March 4
is 8.19 inches.

SEASONAL
(Sept. 1 to Aug. 3

M Santa Barbara
rainfall Sept. 1, 1

| to March 4, 1991

~ Is7.68 inches.

 ®SantaBarbara |
rainfall Sept. 1, 1989 |

to March 4, 1990,

‘was 6.04 inches.

[} Thirty-year

_ average rainfall
- for Santa Barbara
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The state of the lake

Saturday|Wednesday
morning | at4 p.
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Storage level at 4 p.m.
Wednesday: 44,500 acre feet

(

Storage level Saturc \y
29,103 acre feet i
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Manzanita Min.

} 1-!0 Dec. 31)
W Rainfall this year

- in Santa Barbara

Jan. 1 to March 20
is 14.27 inches.

M Rainfall last year
in Sarta Barbara
Jan. 1 to March 20
was 4.70 inches.

B Thirty-year

‘average rainfall

for Santa Barbara
Jan. 1 to March 20
is 9.69 inches.

SEASONAL
(Sept. 1 to Aug. 31)
B Santa Barbara
rainfall Sept. 1, 1990
to March 20, 1991, |
is 14.52 inches.

M Santa Barbara

rainfall Sept. 1, 1989 |

to March 20, 1990,
was 6.04 inches

I Thirty-year
average rainfall
for Santa Barbara:
Sept. 1 to March 20
is 1858 inches.
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By Chris Malcolm
News-Press Staif Writer

Additional rainfall this week
will k 10ff in the Santa Ynez
Vall%tﬁ and running, county wa-
ter o cials said Monday.

A new band of showers that be-
gan soaking the county Monday

night will continue today and into

Wednesday, according to the Na-
tlohal Weather Service in Santa

"I'-h'ae showers should end
Wednesday afternoon, with skies
remaining clear through the week-
end, the weather service said.

Water levels continued to rise
Monday at reservoirs along the
Santa Ynez River that serve as
‘major water sources for the South
Coast. County Water Agency Mana-
ger Rob Almy said the new rain
will perpetuate the current hill-
side tributaries.

“Now the system is saturated
enough to allow a higher percent-
age of the rains to be runoff,” said
Almy, who added that February‘s
rains only soaked the dry land and
‘did not add much to the reservoirs
md lakes.

‘This year’s rainfall in Santa Bar-
bara County already is nearly 10
inches more than the amount
received at this time last year, the
weather service said.

Sund&y night's storm left 1.02
‘inches in downtown Santa Barba-
ra while 81 inches was collected
in Santa Maria, according to Accu-
Weather Forecasting, a private
Fﬁreeastmg firm. Elsewhere, .70
i “_' fell m Lo:mpoc, .’?4 inches

SATy baebaen  News - press
”ﬂiesby MARew 26, 199 (

orn miltllonerto contimle fo)r se@& ]

S

n Monday afternoon, Lake
chnma climbed to 52,565 aﬁﬁ%
of water, which is an increase of
1,840 acre-feet since Friday, Ca-
chuma officials said. That is
slightly more than the lake held at
this time last year,

The Montecfm Water Dlstrfdtrb-
ported that Jameson Lake, one of
that community’s major aourees -.of
watr;:-, e‘llimb;zd tgo feet du e
weekend rain. On Monday morn-
ing, the lake was at 82 pe:ycent 3-
pacity with 4,097 acre-feet, It had
been as low as 17 percent in Jm*

“%ibraltar Reservoir, which lies

between Jameson and Cachuma
lakes, continued to spill into the
river at the rate of 110 MMM
per hour Monday night. e
The county Flood Control W
Water Conservation District has
increased cloud seedmg efforts

althm.lgh the “distric t" 1
Ohlemutz said the delicate Paint-
ed Cave Fire area was left out of

th e plan, _
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1 . e ANNUAL Yrmez:
(Jan. 1 to Dec.31) -
4 - W Rainfall this year
- 0 , { in Santa Barbara

Jan. 1 to March 26
is 15.35 inches.
B Rainfall last year
: . in Santa Barbara .
_ | Jan. 1toMarch26
was 4.70 inches.
u Thmy—year

fe
- Jan. 1to March 26
= is 10.26 inches.

1. Santa Maria Airport___ 0.89

Santa\ Sruz Island N.A.
%%» 'Eg?z‘zgg: ko “ |%(‘“ :?.3

oy
et
)

174
2. Twitchell Dam 083 N.A. SEASONAL
e S’isn“nc 0_71 N_A. (Sept 1 10 AUQ 31?
4. Casmalia 0.74 _N.A. M SantaBarbara
5. Lompoc 119 1.89  rainfall Sept. 1, 1990
| 6. Los Alamos 071 _N.A._ toMarch26, 1991,
| 7. Manzanita Mtn. 0.94 NA._ Is 15.60inches. _
| Buellton 0.93 N.A. ® SantaBarbara i
| 9. Alisal Reservoir 146 1.77  rainfall Sept. 1, 1989
- 10. Figueroa M Figueroa Mtn. 122 N.A. to March 26, 1990 :
?‘1 Refugio 1.30 N.A. r‘ was 6.04 inches. i
_12. Lake Cachuma 106 NA._ W Thirty-year !
"13.San Marcos Pass 0.95 NA. average rainfall i
. 14. Goleta ) 091 181 for SantaBarbara '
115, Santa Barbara Airport 0.08  0.96 Sept. 1to March 26 %I
16, il 0.47 NA. Is 15.85 inches.
17, 011 082 &
: §1 : 230 4671
19, MisLon Creek 218 268 &
_ 20. Santa Barbara Downtown 0.99  2.01
_21. Mt. Calvary Monastery  N.A. NA. -
322 Juncal Dam N.A. - N.
i teria : 091 +ibE

e
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g?'g::gmﬁg%‘:;) 18.25 inches since Mar. 16

! i ‘
P —

AdJusted hlstorlce
storage level

’Actual sto Storage level at 4 p.m.

during 1989- 0 Tuesday . 3,718 acre feet
Wwater yea r

' Storage level March 16:
) 103 acre feet
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dg ANNUAL
1 e < 1 (Jan. 1 to Dec. 31)
B Rainfall this year
] | in Santa Barbara |
: Jan. 1 to March 27
1 is 15.54 inches.
, M Rainfall last year
in Santa Barbara
Jan. 1 to March 27
was 4,70 inches.
i M Thirty-year
g - \! average rainfall
4 ; Hentmll Ber Samaﬁarhgr;_,
| b el ot Sy an, 1 to Marc
1. 1. - ﬂ?w = A' n tf! sd;o %) 1*?:?§| 1s10.83 lnches 4
_1. Santa Maria Airpo 0. q :
_Twitchell Dam __ 0.00  NA. gssﬂsqﬂtﬁ yYp |
3, Sisquoc : 020 _N.A, (Sept 9. 31)
4. Gi alia 0.20 N.A, g B
& ' 0.0 W TRl |
2 g angelmm:Mtn.f R gog ; :ﬁ . 1s15.79 ]“"h‘s o8
| | _8.Buellton ' 0.04  NA. ' llﬁfarr]tas Ba{rl::.larfli9 N
isal Reservoir 0.55  2.32 rainfall Sept
"'g‘% queroa Mtn. 0.00 N.A. to March 27, 1990,
b BRI efugio i 032 N.A. was6.04 Inehaq
| 2. Lake Cachuma _ 0.24 N.A. M Thirty-year
| 13. San Marcos Pass 0.36 __N.A.° average rainfall
| _14. Goleta 027 2.08 forSantaBarbara
15. Santa Barbara Airport ___0.18_1.14 Sept. 1 to March 27
16. Cuy ama 000" "NA_ Is1612inches,
" 17. West Big Pine Lool out  0.00 0,82 gy |
18 ibral r Dam 0.00 4.61 ion: b
Mission Cree 012 280 3 )
20 Santa Barbara Dow town 019 2.20 _ |
_'22 Jung] Dam 0.00 NLA, 1aine L
| 23.Carpinteria______ 024 _ 1.80 pntpddacedity |
|| SentaCuzidend —NA  NA |
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New reservoir
rises with rain

By Stephanie Finucane

and Chris Malcolm
News-Press Staff Writers

A new lake is forming behind a dam near Santa
Maria, thanks to March rains.

Twitchell Dam, located east of Santa ‘Maria on
Highway 166, is trapping the Cuyama River’s flow for
the first time in five years, The reservoir, which
straddles the border between Santa Barbara and San
Luis Obispo counties, stores water that is released

B County rain chart on Page B 4.

into Santa Maria’s underground basin.

“We have water behind the dam. I'm not sure ex-
actly how much. Our (measuring device) isn't work-

* ing,” said Sandy Nott, the Twitchell Dam tender,

More rain isn't expected for a while. The National
Weather Service in Santa Maria prediets §lgies will
stay clear through the weekend. But runoff from thge
storms continues to flow into Lake Cachuma, the Gi-
braltar Reservoir and Jameson Lake on the Santa

Ynez River. _
The Twitchell Dam was built in the 1950s on the

Santa Maria River.

Nott said she won't be releasing
the water anytime soon. “We won't
even consider letting the water go
until all the rains have stopped,”
she said. .

The area around the reservoir,
usually dry and brown, is now a
nice shade of green, and a pool of
water at the dam is clearly visible
from the highway.

“It's a little bit on the muddy
side,”” Nott said, “but it's awful
pretty.”

Jameson, which was nearly emp-

-ty in January, was standing at 89
percent capacity Wednesday
morning with 4,447 acre-feet. An
acre-foot equals 325,851 gallons.
The lake rose 2 feet between Tues-
day and Wednesday mornings as a
result of runoff. Jameson now is
almost 4 feet from spilling over for
the first time since 1986.

Chuck Evans, general manager
of the Montecito Water District,
said Jameson probably won't spill
unless it rains again soon.

“Still, I'm really pleased,” said
Evans, whose district pulls 35 per-
cent of its water from Jameson.
“We're just tickled to death. But
the sobering thought is Cachuma
is still quite a ways down.”

Downstream from Jameson, the
Gibraltar Reservoir continued to
spill into the Santa Ynez River at
roughly 100 acre-feet per hour,

Lake Cachuma stood at 30 per-
cent of capacity, with 57,864 acre-
feet stored Wednesday morning.

But Cachuma has risen steadily
since recent rainstorms washed
over the county. The lake held just
29,103 acre-feet March 16, Storms
have added almost 17,000 acre-
feet to the lake in the past eight
days. .

Downtown Santa Barbara has
received nearly 2.4 inches of rain
since 6 p.m. Sunday, and is near-
ing 11 inches for the month of
March. The 30-year average for
March rainfall is 245 inches in
Santa Barbara. ‘ H

Between 6 p.m. Sunday and 6
a.m. Wednesday, Accu-Weather, a
forecasting service, reported 1.7
inches of rain in Santa Maria, 1.9
inches in Lompoc, and 2.08 inches

_ in Goleta.

Tuesday’s snowfall on top of the

Santa Ynez Mountains brought the

normal flock of curious folks to
see the rare white stuff. And more
people found snow still on the
ground Wednesday.

“Some of the snow is still here,”
said Anna Handley of the Cielo
Store, 5396 E. Camino Cielo Road.
“Yes, actually business has gone
up.u :

The Santa Barbara Harbor
weathered the most recent storms '

well. Most of the boats moored
outside the harbor were moved in-
side after four boats washed up on
the beach March 18, the Harbor
Patrol said.

Portions of Highway 166 were

closed again Wednesday due to
flooding. The two-lane highway,
which runs between Santa Maria
and Bakersfield, was closed at
New Cuyama, about 60 miles east
of Santa Maria, ;
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" A monthly look at the water shortage

br. Now being referred to as a "miracle" month,

eyt ‘March's rainfall has prevented 1994 from going 45"
dawn in history as the driest year on record. At

the same time, it has failed to push the state

I above the critical level. Precipitation for the 35

. is now at 60% of normal, with about two-thirds of 25
_f.hat falling in March alone. Precipitation in the
& Eastern Sierra was 10% of normal in February and

‘is now at more than 70% of normal. : 15
3w

0.
i Coastal
, rainfall

‘yardstick
.93 of March 29

——@ i
o ‘Barbara

13296 of norrnal

California
Aqueduct

..... o Il : 3 ' Los Angeles Y
i + Aqueduct

Water-Saving Tip

Fix leaks in your home or business. A
trickle can waste 90 gallons a day, or
2,700 gallons a month. A drip can
waste 50 gallons a day, or 1,500
gallons a month.

Viewpoint

&4 Great rain in one month cannot
make up for five dry months following
four dry years. 9y

Bill Helms of the State Drought Center in
Sacramento.

mcaﬁfornla Dl'O.l.Igh-t Watch sacramento River Basin  Eastern Sierra*

P.relpttatlnn
- in normal
season

Precipitation
this season
Driest
season on
record
(1977)

Colorado River

A feared 25% reduction in Colorado River
allocations will not happen this year, ensuring
that Southern California will get the same
amount it did in 1990, Although runoff into the
river is estimated at 54% of normal, water is
plentiful enough to continue sending states their :
allocatlons for the next few yaars. i |

_The Bottonl UI;I_Q" filal

Colorado
s River 3
Aqueduct 1 ~

' San Diego
* Aqueduct

What a Dlﬂerence a Month of Raln Makas

Sure, the drought is not over. But look at what
March's incredible rainfall and snowfall did
accomplish:

B Many areas of the state, Including San Diego,
Ventura and Fresno, surpassed their normal
rainfall amounts for the year. Los Angeles was on
the verge as the month ended.

B Ventura and Chico set records for rainfall in the
month of March.

W State and local water suppliers started talking
about easing cutbacks on deliveries come next
month. Water, districts in some places began
easing water use restrictions.

M Los Angeles was spared an increase from

10%-15% water rationing to 25%—at least for the
time being.

M Recreational outlets at lakes and ski resorts
were suddenly flush with business.

B Santa Barbara, its tourism hurt by the image of
landscapes turned golden for the lack of water,
has hills of green again.

*Measured at Mammoth Pass
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By CARL INGRAM
TIMES STAFF WRITER

- SACRAMENTO—Weather
forecaslers said Monday that a
erful storm system similar to
the March “miracles” thailhelped
ase drought conditions is heading
toward California and will bring
feavy rain and snow to critical
yatersheds by week’s end.
“I'hope it materializes as strong-
y'as [meteorologists] seem to
hink it will,” said Maurice D. Roos,
¢hief hydrologist of the state De-
tment of Water Resources, who
ressed that as welcome as the
. would be, the extra pre-
Eipitation would further soften the
rought but not end it,
For California to get a significant
Boost out of this month’s weather
jatterns, precipitation in April—
traditionally the tail of the rainy
—would have to be an un-
likely 244 times normal; Roos said.
Meteorologist Steve Burback of

WeatherData Ine., which provides
forecasts for The Times, said a
cold-weather system organizing in
the Gulf of Alaska is expected to
reach northwestern California to-
night or Wednesday.

By Thursday afternoon, the ex-
pected storm should move farther
south and bring “moderate to
heavy rains with snow in the
higher elevations, at least to start
with," Burback said.

“It appears that it is shifting
back to the pattern that we had in
March with lots of rain and snow,”
Burback said.

In a related development, auto-
matic precipitation sensors located
at measuring sites throughout the
northern watersheds and the Sierra
Nevada recorded snow dustings and
light rains on Monday, Roos said,

In the Southland, scattered rain-
showers and cooler temperatures
greeted morning commuters,

Roos noted that the sensors,
which measure the water content

‘Another Powerful Storm Heads for State

of snow, preliminarily showed the
snowpack water content to be 72%
of average in the mountains of
California. The water content was
a little heavier in the central and
southern Sierra for this time of
year and slightly lighter in the
north, he said. ,

The water content of snow is an
important ingredient of state and
federal forecasts that are drawn up
Lo indicate how much water will be
available to Californians through-
out the year.

Until the current round of mea-
surements is completed, state offi-
cials said they could not increase
deliveries of state water to con-
tractors, such as the Metropolitan
Water District,
~ Karlier, state officials had esti-
mated that by April 1, State Water
Project deliveries running at only
10% of normal—such as those to
the MWD—could be increased to
20% of normal, An announcement

- ofincreases may come this week. |
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