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Preface to the eighth edition 

In this atlas I have traced the history of the Arab-Jewish conflict from the turn of the 
century to the present day. I have tried to show something of the intensity and bitterness 
of the conflict, of the types of incidents which it provoked, and of the views of those 
involved in it. 

The majority of the maps in this atlas depict wars, conflict and violence, which have 
brought terrible suffering to all those caught up in them—Jew and Arab, soldier and 
civilian, adult and child. But there are also maps which show the various attempts to 
bring the conflict to an end, through proposals for agreed boundaries, through the signing 
of cease-fire agreements, and through negotiations. No map can show how peace will 
come, but they do show how much it is needed. 

The origins and earlier course of the conflict are often overshadowed in the public 
mind by the events of the past decade. But it is still my hope that, seen as a whole, this 
atlas will help to clarify the conflict throughout its lengthening span. 

Thirty years have passed since the first edition of this atlas was published in the 
immediate aftermath of the October War of 1973. Since then two Palestinian uprisings, 
the two Intifadas, have replaced the wars of nations as the harsh reality of the Arab-Israeli 
conflict. As some of the thirty-two new maps show, however, the search for peace and 
the development of avenues of Israeli-Palestinian co-operation and partnership are also 
alive and well, as are continuing hopes of an amicable and fair resolution of the conflict, 
as it moves forward into the twenty-first century. 

14 April 2005 
MARTIN GILBERT 
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