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1 Accepting Wolf’sdeletion, which seems correct in removing
a clumsy phrase; but see 3.1.1n for recapitulations at the be-
ginning of new books.

2 The date of M.’s return to Antioch can be fixed by his
presence at Zeugma (if onc assumes he was returning). Diadu-
menianus was acclaimed as Caesar by the army at Zeugma,
Dio 78.19.1, 78.40.1. The senate had also declared him Caesar
after the receipt of M.’s first letter; i.e. about early May, Dio

2

THE FIFTH BOOK OF
HERODIAN’S HISTORY OF THE
EMPIRE FROM THE TIME OF

MARCUS AURELIUS

1. Inthe preceding book Antoninus’ rule and death
have been described [and before this, the intrigue
and succession].! On arrival at Antioch,?2 Macrinus
sent off a letter to the senate and Roman people with
the following message. “‘ You know what my disposi-
tion in life has been from the beginning, and how my
character has inclined to what is morally good.? You
are aware of the mildness of my previous admini-
strative work, which is not too much different from
the office and powers of an emperor (on the occa-
sions when the emperor himself relies upon the

78.17.1. News of this senatorial honour must have reached
M. about early June, but by this time, Dio seems to imply, M.
had becn forced to anticipate the senate, Dio 78.19.1. Thus
the date for M. at Zeugma was about late May. If the news
travelled by land, the letters would have taken a month longer
each way; this is rather more consistent with Dio’s report of a
circus demonstration when news of Diadumenianus was known
in Rome, since it was on Diadumenianus’ natalia, 14th Septem-
ber; but the news of M.’s succession was known in Rome at
the luds Martiales, 14th May, Dio 78.18.3.

3 The opening sententia is typical of a Thucydidean speech;
Thuc. 1.68.3, 2.36.4, 4.59.2. The speeches were inevitably
the place where the rhetoric of H. was on show; cf. Stein,
Dexip. et Herod. 142 ff.
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orparomédwy memloTevTar, mepirTov vouillw pax-
pnyopeiv. tore ydp pe kal ols éxevos émparrev
odKk dpeorduevoy, Kkal mpokwdvvevocavta U@V €v
ofs moMdkis Tals 7Tuyovoars Siafolals moTevwy
ddedls Tulv  mpocedépero. KAué pév  Kkakds
Aydpeve, kai Snpoaia moMdiis T pérpidy pov kal
mpds Tovs dpyopévovs $uddvbpwmor  drafdArwy
kal Swaokdmrwv & pabvploy kai Tpémwy yavvo-
Tyras Kodaxelus 8¢ yaipwy, kai Tovs els WudryTa
mapofvovras T Te Bvud TO édéoyuov adTod
88dvras v Te Spyny diaPodals éyeipovras etvouvs
kal moTods édokipale pitovs. éuoi 3¢ €€ apyhs
76 mpdov kal pérpiov mpoodiAés. Tov yobv mpos
Hapbvaiovs modepov, péyiordy e dvra ral €’ &
ndoa ‘Pwpalwy éodlever dpxi), kareddoaper kal
& ols avdpelws maparalduevor 0Bdév T Nrrijpeta,
kal & ofs omeloavres perd wolis Suvduews
eNSvra wéyoy Baoidéa morov idov dvr éxfpod
Svoudyov émoufoaper. éuod 8¢ kparodvros év
4dela Te ! kal dvawpwTl mdvres Pudoovrar, dpi-
orokparia Te pdldov 3 Pacidela vopwobioerar.

1 pdv Ogl

1 Some of the more notorious informers under Caracalla are
noted by Dio 78.21; Ti. Manilius Fuscus (Albo 347), Julianus
(unknown, PIR? J 102), Sulpicius Arrienus (4lbo 490) and C.’s
favourite, L. Lucilius Priscillianus (A4lbo 337, Oliver AJA 50
(1946) 247-50); but M. refused to reveal to the senate most
of the evidence about informers.
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BOOK V. 1. 24

prefects of his troops). So I do not need to make a
long oration. As you know I did not like all that
Antoninus did and I took risks for you on many oc-
casions when he was treating you without mercy,
because he believed any slanders that he heard. He
slandered me too and publicly jibed at my modera-
tion and generosity towards his subjects, accusing
me of idleness and feebleness of character. He
took pleasure in flatterers, and approved as his loyal
friends and supporters those who spurred him on to
cruelty by pandering to his hot temper and stirring
up his anger with slanderous charges.! But I have
from the start favoured leniency and moderation.
Take the Parthian war; this was a very important 4
war and critical for the entire Roman empire. But
we have brought it to an end in two ways; by
fighting bravely without giving way in the slightest
and by signing a treaty 2 with the great king which
makes him into a faithful ally instead of a bitter
enemy, after he had come against us with a large
force. As long as I hold power, everyone shall live
free from fear and bloodshed, and this shall be a rule

2 On the terms of the treaty, see 4.15.5n; Dio 78.26.3,
78.27.1 and 4. Artabanus accepted a good deal less than his
original demand; the establishment of Tiridates on the
Armenian throne, a Parthian nominee crowned by Rome, was
in the best Augustan tradition; but Tiridates had been the
choice of Vologaeses, though in Roman custody for the last
three years. The terms are far from a victory for the Parthians
or Artabanus, indicating that the battle had not been as dis-
astrous to M. as Dio suggests, but more as H. describes it.
H.’s account tends to be confirmed by the Syriac source,
Msiha Zkha (quoted in Debevoise, Polit. Hist. of Parthia 267n,
Mingana, Sources syriaques 104).

5
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1 Aristocracy in contrast to tyranny is simply another aspect
of the theme of the ideal kingship of popular Stoic doctrine;
under the enlightened despotism of the princeps, the senate and
the amict hold an honourable position, contributing their
advice and authority to the imperial decisions; this was
respublica contrasted with regnum; of. 2.3.10 (qutinax),
2.14.3 (Severus), 6.1.2 (Alexander); a theme of obvious ad-
vantages to the new man and especially to the lowly born
equestrian emperor; cf. Tac. 4. 2.35.2, H, 4.9, Dio 52.32.1,
Pliny, Paneg. 66 (commune imperium); emphasized by
sophists, Dio of Prusa, mepl fac. 1.32. Ps. Aristides Or. 35
(Keil) 5; contrasted with Commodus, 1.5.5. o

2 Anticipating the senatorial opposition that is illustrated
by Dio’s class-conscious remarks, 78.11.1-4. Remarks about

6

BOOK V. 1. 5-6

of the aristocracy rather than a tyranny.! No one 5
should think I am unworthy or consider it a mistake
of fortune that I have risen from the equestrian
order to this position.? What is the good of noble
birth, if integrity and human behaviour do not go
with it? The gifts of good fortune are showered
even on those who do not deserve them, but the
goodness of a man’s heart confers upon each per-
son his own individual reputation.® Nobility and
wealth and such like are considered lucky, but they
are not qualities one praises, because they are in-
herited from someone else. But fairness and hon-
esty, while being admirable qualities, also attract
praise for the person who successfully practises
them. Tor instance, what benefit to you were
Commodus’ noble birth or Antoninus’ succession to
his father’s rule ? Some get possession of the empire as
though it were an inheritance they were owed; then
they misuse and make a mockery of it like a private
family heirloom. But others who receive the
power from you are always indebted to your

equestrian emperors are very relevant if H. was writing during
the time of Philip; see Introduction, p.xvii.

3 Cf. Sall. Cat. 8 on the vetus doctrina of the capriciousness of
fortune and the counter-theme of virtus; the contrast between
virtus and nobilitas is dominant in the historical writings of
Sallust and Tacitus; cf. Earl, Polit. Thought of Sallust 32-5,
Roberts, @ & R 6 (1936) 9-17. In the period after Nerva,
which made a virtue out of the necessity of succession by
adoption, the practice was made philosophically respectable
by hackneyed arguments of the kind used by H. here; cof. Tac.
H. 1.16.2 (the danger of succession by birth, nam generari et
nasct a principibus fortuitum).,  But the philosopher-emperor
M. Aurelius chose his own son, as did every earlier emperor
(except Claudius) who had a son.
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1 Severus also stressed the theme; cf. 2.14.3. M. was able
to save a certain consular, Aurelianus, from execution by the
soldiers on the plea that it was ““ not right to kill a senator,”
Dio 78.12.2 (very fragmentary, cf. Boissevain 3. 414-15).
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favour and try to repay you for the benefits they
received. Nobility of birth in the case of patrician
emperors degenerates into haughtiness, because
they have a contempt for their subjects and think
them vastly inferior to themselves. But those who
reach the power from moderate means treat it care-
fully as a reward for their labour, and continue to
respect and honour, as they used to, those who were
once more powerful than themselves. It is my in-
tention to do nothing without your approval. I
shall make you my partners and advisers in the ad-
ministration of the state. You shall live in secur-
ity and freedom,! the rights which you lost under
the nobly born emperors but which Marcus first and
then Pertinax, both of them men who were born
of common cloth before they came to power, tried
to restore to you? It is better to be the distin-
guished founder of a line and leave this to one’s de-
scendants than to inherit a glorious past from one’s
ancestors and disgrace it by corrupt behaviour.”

Later, however, M. was unable or unwilling to save him, and
thereby roused senatorial hostility; Dio 78.19.1. Note the
stress on aequitas Aug(usti) and dwcatoovvy on coins of M.;
Vogt, Alex. Minzen 1.173 ff.

2 M. Aurelius was hardly a new man, but he was an adopted
heir {see above for the importance of this). SHA, Macr.
11.2, says M. wished to bear the names of Severus and Pertinax,
but only Severus appears, and his son is named Antoninus;
thus a greater stress on the continuity with the Severans than
with Pertinax and M. Aurelius; SHA, Macr. 5.6-7, 12.1,
Petrikovits, RE (Opellius 2) 552. This was partly necessitated
by the popularity of Caracalla among the soldiers, who
demanded another Antoninus; Dio 78.19.2; also the reason
why there was no damnatio memoriae of Caracalla; Dio 78.9.2,
78.17.2-3, SHA, Macr. 5.9.

9



HERODIAN

3 ’ -~ ~
2. avayvwobeions 8¢ Tis Tolavrns émoTodis,
3 ~ 3 1 ¢ ’ 1 A !
ebdnuel Te adTov 7 oUyrAyTos kal Tés oeBacuiovs
A ’
Tipas wdoas ymeillerar. ody olrws 8¢ edppaive
0 ¢
mavras 1) Makpivov Suadoyi, s Umep)ovrd Te
A Al ¢ ~
kal mavdnuel édpralov éml 7 *Avrwvivov dmal-
-~ /4 ’ 4 -~
Aayfj. ékaotds Te Gero, pdhoTa TdAY & déidae
A " !
Twi 7 mpafel kableordTwy, £lpos dmoceoeiofou 1
~ ’ y
T0ls adyéow Emaiwpovuevor. ovkoddyvTar Te 7
A o
doBAot, Booi? Seomdras warifyyedov, dveorolo-
’ U4 e
miolnoav 7 e ‘Pwpalwy méhs kal oyeddv mdoa
¢ € ¢ s 3 I ~ -~
7 mo “Pwpalovs olkovuévn kalbapbeioa movnpdy
> ’, ~ ~
avlpdmwy, Tdv pév kodacbévrwy Tadv 8¢ efwabéy-
k]
Twv, €l 0¢€ Twes kai Edabov, 8 edAdBetay fovyaldv-
b > 14 -~
Tv,d év adela moAN] ral elxén éXevleplas éBlwoay
b I ~ ° I ¢ -~ 3 I
exeivov ToU €Tous ob udvov 6 Makpivos éBacidevae.

~ A 4
TocobTov 8¢ Tuaprev Soov uy Siélvoer edléws Ta

1 gmomeoeiolar Oa

2 oa ¢ om A
8 karfyyelov Ai

4 fovydlovres foav A

1 H. has confused two letters; the first sent on M.’s accession
in April 217 (news of which was in Rome by the middle of
May, 5.1.1n}, in which M. committed the indiscretion of claim-
ing imperial titles not yet voted to him; Dio 78.16.2, 78.17.1.
The second was in 218 after the peace with Artabanus, claiming
a Parthian victory; Dio 78.27.3. The titles of M. (according
to Dio) were imperator Caesar pius feliz Augustus procos. as
well as the name Severus; he does not mention trib. pot. or
pontifex maximus (SHA, Macr. 7.2); coins do not show pius
and feliz but inscriptions do (/LS III (index) 291); patrician
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BOOK V. 2. 13

2. After the reading of this letter,! the senate
acclaimed him emperor and voted him all the
honours of an Augustus.? It was not Macrinus’
accession that pleased them all, so much as their
universal exultation and celebration at the fall of
Antoninus. The feeling of everyone, but particularly
of those of high distinction and office, was that a
sword which was hanging over their heads had been
removed. Informers and slaves who had de-
nounced their masters were crucified. Rome itself
and nearly the whole of the Roman empire was
purged of criminals; some were punished, some
were exiled and, if some actually escaped, they were
careful not to advertise themselves. Men lived in
security and the semblance of freedom for that
single year while Macrinus was emperor. But he

status and priesthoods were almost automatic; SHA, Macr.
7.1, CIL VI. 1984, 2009 5-8. Discussed by Salama (next note).
2 Dio 78.13.1-2 says the senate voted M. ornamenta con-
sularia as soon as he acceded, raising him from equestrian to
senatorial status (cf. 4.12.1n); M. properly declined to count
this as a true consulship in his titles (i.e. cos. II does not
appear at first), and in theory in 218 his consulship with
Adventus counted as his first. But coins of 218 appear with
cos. II, BMC V. 5034, indicating a change in resolve. Coins
are in a series, with ¢rib. pot. alone, trib. pot. cos., trib. pot. 11
cos., trib. pot. 11 cos. 11, which might simply mean a change
of trib. pot. on 10th December (like M. Aurelius) and normal
assumption of cos. IT on 1st January. But it could confirm
Dio, if M. renewed his #rib. pot. on 1st January; it is possible
that in face of growing senatorial unpopularity, M. discarded
constitutional scruples and attempted to raise his prestige by
cos. II and a Parthian victory; the wictoria coins appear in
218; a single inscription shows M. with cos. IT and Parthicus
Maximus, but, since it is on a milestone in Mauretania
Caesariensis, this may be only local enthusiasm; Salama, REA

66 (1964) 334-52.
II
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1 Cf. 4.15.9n for an explanation of why M. did not return to
Rome at once and disband his army.

¢ Cf. 5.5.1n; support for M. at the ludi Martiales of 14th
May, but against M. at the natalia of Diadumenianus of 14th
September. No doubt much of this swing in feeling was due
to the organization by outraged senators; cf. Dio 78.15.1 ff.,
78.18.4 (for Dio’s feelings); SHA, Macr. 2.4, 4.1 ff. But there
is no need to suppose that all senators thought in the same way
as Dio, as Dio himself admits; 78.13.1, 78.15.2; senators who
benefited from M. would have been his supporters; e.g. the
elder and younger Pomponius Bassus, since the latter had been
restored from exile (Albo 421, 422; from the heart of the old
Antonine families through the wife of the elder Bassus, Annia
Faustina; cf. Magie, R. Rule in Asia Minor 1326, 1573, for the
estate of the Ormelais); Q. Anicius Faustus (Albo 27);
Domitius Florus (Albo 204); a certain Flaccus (Albo 219).
12
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was wrong in not disbanding his army at once! and
posting every man home, and in not making for Rome
himself where he was wanted and the people were
continually calling for him in noisy demonstrations.?
He should not have wasted his time in Antioch culti-
vating his beard ® and walking about the place more
than necessary at a slow pace and speaking to
people at audiences very slowly and laboriously so
that frequently he could not even be heard because
of his low voice. These were supposedly imitations
of Marcus’ characteristics,? but the resemblance did
not extend to the rest of his life. He indulged re-
gularly in a life of luxury by wasting his time on
mime shows® and performers of all the arts and
rhythmic dancing. Meanwhile he neglected govern-
ment business. He used to go out wearing brooches
and a belt and all decked out in gold and precious

3 Cf. 5.4.7 for M.’s beard; coins show the beard dressed in
the archaic fashion (barba promissa), confirming H.’s suggestion
of an imitation of M. Aurelius; BMC V. cexiii (“‘ too unflatter-
ing to be regarded as an idealized portrait’’). Beards as a
fashionable claim to wisdom caused Lucian to remark that
‘¢ if cultivating one’s beard is acquiring wisdom, a goat with a
good beard is a fine Plato,” Epigr. 45.

4 Cf. 5.1.8n. M.’s dilemma was to court the favour of the
soldiers by stressing his continuity with Caracalla, but to re-
tain the loyalty of the senators who hated Caracalla by repeal-
ing many of the burdensome taxes of C. In the event he
pleased no one.

5 Dancing was part of the mime shows. Assessments of
M.’s character vary widely; luxurious living (Dio 78.15.3,
SHA, Macr. 13.4), cruelty (SHA, Macr. 12.1 ff., Elag. 2.3)
austerity and old-fashioned severity (SHA, Macr. 11.1, Victor,
Caes. 22.3). Dio 78.40.3—41.4 is not unfair but is the view of
an outraged senator. H. is too concerned to find a moral cause
of failure.

13
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BOOK V. 2. ¢4-3. 1

stones. Such extravagance is not admired by the
Roman troops, appearing to be more appropriate to
barbarians and women. When the soldiers saw this,
they did not approve at all and were angry at
Macrinus” way of life because they thought it too
dissolute for a military man! As they recalled
Antoninus’ disciplined military habits in comparison,
they censured Macrinus’ extravagance. They were
also angry because, while they were still living in
tents in a foreign country, sometimes even on short
supplies and not returning to their own countries in
spite of apparently peaceful conditions, Macrinus,
they noticed, was living in the lap of luxury. In
this state of unrest, and bitterly criticizing him
among themselves, they longed to find a slight
excuse for getting rid of the cause of their trouble.
3. After only one year of a life of ease as emperor
it was obviously inevitable that Macrinus would
lose the empire, and his life too, whenever chance
provided a small, trivial excuse for the soldiers to

1 M.’s failure to win the army is emphasized in all sources;
Dio 78.19.2—M. forced to curry favour by naming his son
Antoninus; Dio 78.28.1-29.2—M.’s attempt to reduce the pay
and privileges causes discontent, magnified by his failure to
disperse the troops; SHA, Macr. 12—a highly coloured descrip-
tion of M.’s military discipline; Dio 78.34.2-3—M. was forced
to restore privileges and to promise a donative of 5,000
denarii, cf. SHA, Macr. 5.7; Dio 78.86.3—DM. complains of the
impossibility of maintaining high rates of pay; the pre-
dominance of fides militum type coins, BMC V. 494, 497, 505.
There is no reason to believe the dress of M. offended the
soldiers, since many of them later supported Elagabalus who
was more extreme.

5 dvaykalwy Jo 8 Jo om Oi
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1 Julia Maesa; PIR?J 678; former wife of Julius Avitus (cf.
5.7.3), who had been suffect consul under Severus and pro-
consul of Asia, before serving under C. in some capacity in
Mesopotamia and Cyprus (Dio 78.8.2). Another of the same
family (brother?) was C. Julius Avitus Alexianus, PIR? J 192,
AFE (1963) 42, an important and powerful comes of Severus and
Caracalla (in Britain 209-11). Thus the family had many
opportunities for building a strong client following among
soldiers and court officials. Maesa was the real power behind
the throne after 218 until her death (6.1.4n); she was named
Anugusta as early as 30th May 218 (this date is on the records
of the fratres Arvales, CIL VI. 2104 23—obviously retro-
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have their way. There was a woman called Maesa,! 2
a Phoenician from Emesa (which is the name of a
city in that country). She was the sister of Julia,
the wife of Severus and Antoninus’ mother. For the
whole time her sister was alive during the many
years of the rule of Severus and Antoninus, Maesa
lived at the imperial court. After the death of the
sister and the assassination of Antoninus, Macrinus
ordered her to return to her own country and
live among her own people, though in full pos-
session of her property. After a long period of
association with imperial power Maesa was an ex-
tremely wealthy person. The old lady returned 3
home and lived on her property. But she had two
daughters, Soaemis (the elder)? and Mamaea (the

spectively noted; cf. 5.4.5n) and mater castrorum in 218 (AE
(1955) 260).

2 Julia Soemias Bassiana; PIR? J 704; the name varies in
the sources, but probably derives from the Syrian Suhaim
(cf. Symiamira, SHA, Macr. 9.2, etc.). Her husband
(probably dead in 217) was the powerful equestrian, Sex.
Varius Marcellus, for whose career see ILS 478, 8687, Dio
78.30.2, Klass, RE (Varius 16), Plaum, Carriéres no. 237; a
native of Apamea, he rose through the procuratorial service,
often (suggests Pflaum) acting in special responsibility posts as
agent for the absent emperor; e.g. procurator aquarum in
Rome while S. was in the East c. 195/6, procurator of Britain
after Albinus’ defeat 197 (3.8.2n), procurator rationis privatae
and vice praefect(orum) praetorio et urbi during the absence of
S. in Britain; adlected into the senate by C. (to reduce his
power, says Pflaum), ¢. 211-17 he was made praeses of the
recently formed (see 3.10.2n) province of Numidia. Thus
another of the Syrian families with influence at the court.
Soaemias never seems to have been of great influence; she
was alleged to be having an affair with Gannys, Dio 79.6.2-3;
cf. 5.8.8n.
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1 Julia Avita Mamaea; PIR? J 649; her husband Gessius
Marcianus was another Syrian (from Arca), had also risen
through the procuratorial service (Dio 78.30.3) but possibly
not given senatorial status by Caracalla (Dig. 1.9.12 (Ulpian));
these families, very close to the emperor, are a remarkable
illustration of the changed social status of the equestrian
gervice under Severus; Stein, Ritterstand 193. For Mamaea,
see 6.1.8n.

2 Dio 78.30.2 uses the name Avitus, i.e. Varius Avitus;
Lambertz, RE (Varius 10) 393, thinks H. has made an error;
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younger),! both of whom had sons, called Bassianus 2
and Alexianus 3 respectively. The two boys, Bas-
sianus, aged about fourteen, and Alexianus, just
turned nine, were being raised by their mothers and
grandmother. Both boys were dedicated? to the
service of the sun god whom the local inhabitants
worship under its Phoenician name of Elagabalus.
There was a huge temple built there, richly orna-
mented with gold and silver and valuable stones.
The cult extended not just to the local inhabitants
either. Satraps of all the adjacent territories and
barbarian princes tried to outdo each other in send-
ing costly dedications to the god every year.® There
was no actual man-made statue of the god, the sort
Greeks and Romans put up; but there was an enor-

but it seems possible that Elagabalus (as he is wrongly called)
deliberately stressed the name of his maternal great-grand-
father, Julius Bassianus (PIR? J 202, Epit. de Caes. 23.2), in
order to publicize his link with Caracalla through their
common ancestor. According to Dio 79.20.2 (if exact), the boy
was born about March 204 (cf. 5.7.4n).

3 Named Bassianus by Dio 78.30.3, ete.; PIR®* A 1610.
Possibly the same as the frater Arvalis called M. Julius Gessius
Bassianus (CIL V1. 2086, 2103 dated 213-14, but more likely
this is a brother or an uncle); there is nothing improbable
about the name Alexianus, a family name (5.3.2n). The
birth date of 1st October 208 is consistent with what is said
here (cf. 5.7.4n), wrongly translated often as though he were
already ten now, but the Greek means ‘‘ he had entered upon
his tenth year.”” Other dates are late and untrustworthy.

4 Jo’s reading (app. cretic.) means the boys *‘ were being
trained »’ (see below).

5 The cult of Baal of Emesa is discussed at length by Gross,
Reallex. f. Antike w. Christentum 1V. 987 ff. (Elagabal); the
cult was administered by the priest-kings of the principality
(descended from the Arab sheik, Samsiceramus) even after
the absorption of the state into Syria by Domitian.
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4 Qvala
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1 THustrated on coins of E.; e.g. BMC V. 546, 560, no. 197-8
(pl. 89.7); the coins types are associated with the legend
conservator, an epithet of Jupiter.

? My emendation means that E. was already priest of the
cult; cf. 5.3.3n.

3 The flowing long-sleeved tunic of Ionian and eastern dress,
discarded by most Greeks in the fifth century in favour of the
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mous stone, rounded at the base and coming to a
point on the top, conical in shape and black.! This
stone is worshipped as though it were sent from
heaven; on it there are some small projecting pieces
and markings that are pointed out, which the people
would like to believe are a rough picture of the sun,
because this is how they see them. Bassianus, the
elder of the two boys, was a priest? of this god (as
the elder of the two he had been put in charge of the
cult). He used to appear in public in barbarian
clothes, wearing a long-sleeved *‘ chiton >’ that hung
to his feet and was gold and purple.® His legs from
the waist down to the tips of his toes were com-
pletely covered similarly with garments ornamented
with gold and purple. On his head he wore a crown
of precious stones* glowing with different colours.
Bassianus was in the prime of his youth and the
most handsome of all the young men of his time.?
With this combination of good looks, youth and splen-
did dress there was a possible resemblance between
the young man and the magnificent statues of
Dionysus.

short Dorian tunic (cf. Thue. 1.6). H. stresses the dress and
appearance of E., partly because the barbarities of dress are
used as means to characterize emperors; e.g. 1.3.3ff.
(tyrants), 1.14.8 (Commodus), 4.7.3, etc. (Caracalla), 5.2.4
(Macrinus). The classic literary model of effeminacy and
vice was the semi-mythical king Sardanapalus; e.g. Dio of
Prusa, mept Bac. 1.3, 4.109-13, which must have influenced H.
in his description of E., especially since Cassius Dio frequently
calls him Sardanapalus, e.g. 79.1.1.

4 The language is similar to Lucian, Bts Acc. 16.

5 The good looks of E. are noted by SHA, Macr. 9.3, but are
not confirmed by the portrait on the coins, BMC V. pl. 87.
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! Legio TIT Gallica, stationed at Raphaneae; the other
garrisons were at Antioch and Apamea. The legion was later
transferred with E. to Nicomedia (Dio 79.7.1-3) and then dis-
banded (ILS 2657; cf. 2314-17), but H. omits to mention it
again; another example of unrevised or hasty work, 4.8.5n.
The legatus of this legion may have been the Verus who later
aspired to the purple himself (Dio 79.7.1).

2 The Greek isnot clear; mpdoguvé is explained by Stephanus,
Thes. Ling. Graec., q.v., as a client who seeks protection; but
does this mean some soldiers had fled from Rome (cf. Politian,
Roma profugi)? H. probably has in mind Gannys, who had
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As Bassianus performed his priestly duties, danc- 8
ing at the altars to the music of flutes and pipes and
all kinds of instruments in the barbarian fashion,
everyone, especially the soldiers, viewed him with
fairly close interest because they knew he was a
member of the imperial family (apart from the fact
that his beautiful appearance attracted everyone’s
attention). At the time there was a large military
garrison near the city of Emesa acting as a defence
for Phoenicia, though later it was transferred, as we
shall see The soldiers used to go regularly to the
city and to the temple, supposedly to worship, but
they enjoyed watching the lad. Some of them were
clients of Maesa and people who had fled to her for
protection.? Because they admired the boy, she 10
told them (what may or may not have been true) that
he was actually the natural son of Antoninus?
although it was assumed he had a different father.
Antoninus, she said, had slept with her daughters
when they were young and able to bear children, at

©

been brought up in the household of Maesa; Dio 79.8 (but
fragmentary; cf. PIR? G 74, which does not accept the
identification of Gannys with Eutychianus); Gannys must
have had a remarkable influence over the soldiers to become
one of their commanders, Dio 78.38.3-4; there were only a
few freedmen and soldiers (and some equestrians?) and Emesan
citizens who began the plot, Dio 78.31.3.

3 Cf. 5.4.3, SHA, Car. 9.2, Macr. 9.4, 14.2, 15.2, Elag. 1.4,
Dio 78.31.3, 78.32.2-3 (who says that there was some physical
likeness). The early coinage of E. stressed his descent from
Caracalla, as did his name of M. Aurelius Antoninus; BMC
V. cexxxi~ii. The story had obvious political advantages;
e.g. SHA, Elag. 3.1 (omni populo ad nomen Antoninum . . .
desiderium factum est); cf. the inscriptions with divi magns
Antonini f(ilius) divi Severi nepos, etc., ILS III (index) 292.
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adrijs véais Te odioais kal dpalas, kab Sy Kapoy the time when she was living in the palace with her

év 7ols Baotlelots odv 4 adeAdq SuérpBev. Smep sister)  When the soldiers heard this, they passed

éxelvor  drovoavres, Tols ovorpatidtais 1 kar the news on gradually’ to their fel.low soldiers, and

I , 200 5 , .y . soon made it S0 publicized that it got round the

oAiyov  amayyélovres SuafdnTov emoimoay TRy whole army. The story went that Maesa had loads 11
11 ¢n§,u77v, s és mdv xwpioar 76 OTPATLWTIKOY. T of wealth, all of which she was willing to distribute to

the soldiers if they restored the empire to her
family. The soldiers agreed that, if the family came
secretly during the night, they would open the gates

8\ M 7 ’A 2 AY 5 4 b 4
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™y Bactrelay TW Yéver avavewocawrod st Sé to take them all in and would declare the son of
ovwéevro, vikTwp € karéNborer Xabdvres, dvoltew Antoninus emperor. The old woman agreed to this

because she would rather have risked any danger than
, . e s , X live as an ordinary person, apparently rejected.
Paoidéa Te Kal vidy dmodeléew *Avrwvivov, méSuw- Quietly at night she slipped out of the city with her
Key éavtiy 7 mpeafiris, Edopérn mdvra rkivSuvoy daughters and their children.? Guided by the 12
soldiers who were under her protection, the party
reached the camp walls and were received without
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3 ~ -~ N -~
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pood Y TpATIWTWY events, see Petrikovits, Klio 81 (1938) 105-7; the eclipse of

s A N ~ €
yevopevor mpos TG Teiyer 100 orparomédov fdora the sun which Dio 78.30.1 says happened just before these
events must be an error (5.4.11n). Dio 78.31 is very frag-
mentary, but suggests that only Gannys (probably the same
person as Eutychianus, see Boisscvain 3.438), accompanied

¢ 4
vredéytnoar-  edféws Te Tov maida may T

! erparimras O

2 £y ,, . ) K. to the camp, but SHA, Macr. 9.6, says Maesa and her
3 ZZLL’:_;US] Céxew) conj Mendelss cf. 7.3.6 household went too; the immediate execution of a daughter
4 ; . and son-in-law of Mamaea by Macrinus’ prefect, Ulpius
5 {aé(E:Tlgeif ore ws conj Mendelss cf. 7.3.6 Julianus, shows that Maesa and her daughters must have been

5 Séfacfar AV ag in the camp very soon after.
3 The full name and titles taken by E. (though perhaps not
1 Asit b . . . - until after the final defeat of Macrinus) were M. Aurelius
204 8 lttl &Pé)ens tt}lel‘g is evidence of Soaemias in Rome in Antoninus pius feliz Augustus (cf. 5.5.1). Dio calls him
Gam%:a;nte:‘em;ltiiTZS flu Séslt)lrth;l Ehelgf;g;k 7pa.r‘o in the Secular Avitus or Pseudantoninus or Assyrius or Sardanapalus or
® The night of 15th %I ré‘;’s ( ) 70. Tiberinus. The date of this salutation is given by Dio

g ay 218. For the chronology of these 78.31.4 as 16th May 218.
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BOOK V. 3. 12—4. 2

perial purple cloak on him, they kept him in the
camp. Then they moved all their supplies and
children and wives from the settlements and land
near by into the camp, before shutting the gates
and preparing to withstand a siege if necessary.

4. As the news reached Macrinus while he was de-
laying in Antioch, the rumours also spread through-
out the rest of the army that a son of Antoninus had
been found and that the sister of Julia was distri-
buting money. The soldiers accepted the likeli-
hood of all the rumours and believed them true. So
their spirits rose. But it was their hatred for Macri-
nus and devotion to the memory of Antoninus which
was a persuasive inducement for them to rebel.
And, of course, there was the lure of money, above all
else, which resulted in many of them going as de-
serters to join the new Antoninus. Macrinus dis-
counted the affair as child’s play and carried on with
his usual life of leisure,! personally remaining at home
and sending one of his prefects with a force he
thought was enough to wipe out the rebels easily.

1 A good example of the way in which the stereotype of the
unsuccessful emperor distorts the truth. In fact M. seems to
have reacted immediately the news from Raphaneae reached
him about 18th May (ninety miles from Antioch); a message
was sent to the prefect Julianus who was in the vicinity of
Raphaneae, but he had already taken action and been defeated
(next note); this news probably reached M. about 20th May,
and he at once left for Apamea to secure the loyalty of legio 11
Parthica. But soon after reaching Apamea he discovered
Julianus had been murdered (Dio 78.34.4) so he returned to
Antioch about 27th May (three days march each way and a
day at Apamea). This gave M. less than two weeks to collect
his forces for the final battle; cf. Petrikovits, Klio 31 (1938)
105-7 who varies from these dates slightly.
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1 Ulpius Julianus; Pflaum, Carriéres, no. 288; like his col-
league, Julianus Nestor, he had been praefectus peregrinorum
(Dio 78.15.1), then a censibus (perhaps in Syria) and had been
part of the factio that supported M. (4.12.8n). The details of
the attack are vividly recounted by Dio 78.32, who says that
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When the prefect (whose name was Julianus)'3
arrived at the camp, he made an assault on the walls,
but the troops inside came up on to the turrets and
battlements, and displayed the boy to the besieging
army, honouring him with the title of son of An-
toninus and also showing the attackers their purses
full of money as a bait to make them desert. As4
Macrinus’ troops were convinced that the boy
was the son of Antoninus and even resembled him
closely (since this was what they wanted to see),
they cut off Julianus’ head and sent it back to
Macrinus,? while the gates of the camp were thrown
open and the troops welcomed in. As a result, the
forces there were increased to a size which was able
not only to keep off a siege but also to fight a pitched
battle at close quarters. Every day the number of
deserters increased the total force, even though they
came in small groups.

the camp might have been taken if Julianus had pressed home
the advantage gained from his Moroccan soldiers; these
soldiers, specially raised by Caracalla, and naturally loyal to
their countryman, Macrinus, are probably the (sentores and)
iuniores regiments of equites and pedites recorded on JLS 1356;
of. Plaum, Carridres 810-11. Julianus was already near
Raphaneae, Dio 78.31.4.

¢ Julianus managed to escape from the battle, but on
arriving at Apamea was murdered by the soldiers of the legio
I Parthica; M. was shown the head soon after his arrival at
Apamea; Dio 78.34.4-5. The Parthian legion was rewarded
for its defection by the title of Antoniniana and later c. 220
with pia fidelis feliz aeterna; Ritterling, RE (legio) 1479 ff.,
CILXIV.2257." Pflaum, Carriéres, no. 290, plausibly suggests
(though on very little evidence) that the praefectus of the
legion was P. Valerius Comazon, later promoted to praetorian
prefect, consul and three times urban prefect; Dio 79.4.1-2
(who says he was “ prefect of the camp ).
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_1 For M.’s movements, see 5.4.1n; on arrival at Apamea he
tried to win the Parthian legion by naming his son, Diadu-
menianus, Augustus and distributing a massive donative
(5.2.5n), as well as promising to restore privileges and ration
allowances; Dio 78.34.2 ff. The soldiers took the money and
then showed M. the head of Julianus. M. at once returned to
Antioch and the Parthian legion soon after joined the troops
at Raphaneae (perhaps the date was 30th May, recorded later
by the fratres Arvales in honour of E. and Maesa; CIL VI.
2104 ». 23). M. must have sent for reinforcements from the
other Syrian legions, but, apart from the fact that they were
also canvassed by Elagabalus (Dio 78.34.6-7), the nearest
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After the news of this further development, 5
Macrinus mustered his entire army?! and advanced
with the intention of laying siege to the soldiers who
had defected. But Antoninus brought his force out of
the camp because the troops, without waiting for the
siege, were full of enthusiasm and confidence about
marching out to meet Macrinus in a pitched battle.
The two armies met on the borders of Phoenicia and 6
Syria.? Antoninus’ forces put up an intense resis-
tance because they were afraid that, if they were de-
feated, they would be punished for their past action.
Macrinus’ troops by contrast brought little energy
to the fight and changed sides as deserters to An-
toninus.® When he saw this, Macrinus was afraid
that, abandoned by all his troops, he would be taken

-3

legion, IV Scythica, was 120 miles away at Zeugma; XVI
Flavia was at Samosata.

2 'While M. mustered support in Antioch, E. was joined by
legio II Parthica and then marched North, obviously with the
intention of bringing M. to battle before reinforcements could
arrive; the battle was not on the border of Syria Coele and
Syria Phoenice, but at a village twenty-four miles outside
Antioch (Honigmann, RE (Syria) 1692, conjectures Immae).
Downey, Hist. of Antioch 249-50, argues from Dio 78.34.5
that there were two battles, but Dio explicitly says M. avoided
battle when in Apamea. The battle on 8th June 218 is
described by Dio 78.37.3-39.1.

3 M. probably relied mainly on the praetorian cohorts and
the special bodyguard of equites singulares, though he could
call upon the Moroccan auxiliaries too (5.4.3n). E. was sup-
ported mainly by two legions, probably slightly outnumber-
ing the opposition. Dio 78.38.4 says that E.’s troops, led by
Gannys, showed lack of fighting spirit, and would have been
defeated but for the flight of M. Is this credible? Much
more probably M. left the ficld after an indecisive battle in
order to rally support in Antioch (Dio 78.39.1), but the
praetorians defected in his absence.
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prisoner and badly molested. So, while the battle
still continued, towards evening he took off his cloak
and the various imperial insignia he was wearing,
shaved off his beard to avoid recognition and put on
the clothes of an ordinary traveller,! keeping his head
covered all the time. With a few centurions who
he believed were completely trustworthy he quietly
ran away. Journeying night and day, he travelled 8
further than the news of his own disaster. The cen-
turions energetically urged on the carriage as though
Macrinus were still emperor and had dispatched them
upon an important mission.

After Macrinus’ flight (mentioned above) both
armies continued the battle. On Macrinus’ side the
personal bodyguard and the palace soldiers (called
praetorians),2 who were very tall, picked soldiers,
fought magnificently against the opposing army.
Otherwise the mass of soldiers took Antoninus’
side. But when, after a period, Macrinus’ troops 9
failed to see him or the imperial standards, they
were in a quandary, wondering where he could be,
and whether he was among the many dead or had
taken to his heels. And how were they to react in
that case, since they were not willing to fight a battle
for someone not there, and were ashamed to surrender

1 The black paenula, a cloak worn by private citizens and
plebeians. The disguise was that of a tabellarius, thereby
giving M. access to the imperial post.

2 1f this is not a gloss in the text, what kind of an audience
would not have known about the praetorian guard? Cf.
1.12.6 for H.’s commendable care in trying to distinguish
different bodies of imperial guard.

2 om i 3 8¢ Biom A $rcA
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1 Dio 78.39.1 ff. says M. returned first to Antioch, claiming
a victory; when news of the praetorians’ collapse came he left,
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as prisoners of war? 'When Antoninus heard from de- 10

serters the news of Macrinus’ flight, he sent her-
alds to tell the troops that they were wasting their
time fighting for a cowardly fugitive. He gave a
solemn undertaking that they would be pardoned
under an amnesty, and called on them to serve him
too as guards. Convinced by the offer, they joined
his side, while Antoninus dispatched men to pursue
Macrinus, by now well in advance of them. In the
end he was captured at Chalcedon in Bithynia
suffering severe exhaustion from the continuous
travelling. His pursuers found him hiding in a dis-
trict just outside the city and decapitated him.!
The information has it that he was hurrying to Rome,
confident of popular support for himself. But, they
say, after he had set sail for Europe across the narrow
straights of Propontis and had practically reached
Byzantium, he met a contrary wind which blew him
back to his fate; so near was Macrinus to escaping
his pursuers. The unhappy end he met was after
he later decided to do what he should have done in the

travelling through Cilicia, Cappadocia, Galatia and Bithynia
to Eribolon, the port of Nicomedia, from where he sailed to
Chalcedon. Arrested in Chalcedon, M. was escorted back, but
killed by one of his guard in Cappadocia. At the least M.’s
death must have been one month after the battle of 8th June;
Dio 78.40.1 says the body was seen by E. on the march north-
wards to winter quarters in Bithynia with two legions (III
Gallica and IV Scythica) some months later. A later
tradition says M. was killed at Archelais in Cappadocia; cf.
Mommsen, Chron. Min. 1. 147, 435, ete. This suggests M.
was on the run for a long time, and may explain Dio’s reference
to an eclipse of the sun (7th October 218); cf. 5.3.11n. It
would also explain why E. was so long returning to Rome
(5.5.8n).
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1 See 4.15.9n for an explanation of M.’s delay. The con-
jecture that M. went to the Danube provinces is improbable;
but he did send two of his most trusted supporters, Aelius
Triccianus and Marcius Agrippa (cf. 4.14.2n) to Pannonia and
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first place by returning to Rome.! Both his judge-
ment and his luck failed.

And so Macrinus died. 'With him was executed his
son Diadumenianus, whom he had made Caesar.?
5. After the whole army had changed its allegiance to
Antoninus and proclaimed him as emperor,® he ac-
cepted therule. The immediate business in the East
was dealt with by his grandmother and his circle of
advisers because he was young and without admini-
strative experience or education. But he did not
delay long in setting out for Rome,* where Maesa
particularly was anxious to get to the imperial palace
she had been used to. When a report of the events
reached the senate and people of Rome, there was
general gloom at the news, but they were forced to

Dacia; Dio 78.13.3, cf. 78.27.5; his interest in the frontier
may also be illustrated by the appearance of & woman re-
presenting Moesia Inferior on coins; Gerassimov, Bull. Inst.
Arch. Bulg. 27 (1946) 251-3; cf. Mattingly, Studies D. M.
Robinson 11. 965.

2 M. Opellius Antoninus Diadumenianus was given the title
of Caesar and Antoninus in 217 (5.1.1n); H. seems not to
know of his elevation to Augustus, which had taken place
hurriedly at Apamea (5.4.5n); although the title Augustus
appears on coins, it was probably never confirmed by the
senate before M.’s defeat; the congiarium recorded by SHA,
Diad. 2.9, and Chronog. of 354 (and on coins) was almost
certainly distributed in Antioch; BMC V. 511, no. 95,
McDonald, Coins in the Hunterian Coll. I11. 174-5.

3 The term used by H. is basileus; strictly the soldiers would
have declared him imperator; cf. 2.2.9n.

4 Cf. 5.4.11In. Dio 79.3.1 says E. remained in Antioch for
some months. He seems to have been in no hurry either to
get to Asia Minor, or to leave Nicomedia for Rome; 5.5.8n,
Dio 79.3.2. The formal ‘““ haste ” to get to Rome is noted in
1.7.2.
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1 Dio 79.1.2 says a letter was immediately sent to the
senate (soon after the battle of 8th June) in which E. reviled
M. and claimed for himself the titles of imperator Caesar
Antonini filius Severi mepos pius feliz Augustus and procos.
trib. pot. before they were voted by the senate; the date of
E.’s co-option into the frates Arvales is given as lath J uly 218
(CIL VI. 2104 b. 33), which may be the dies imperii of the
senate’s confirmation of titles; cf. CIL VI. 2001, 2009 for the
titles of procos. and pius feliz on the priestly records The
consular title of M. was assumed by E., says Dio 79.8.1-2,
though the coins seem to indicate this did not happen at once;

BMC V. 530.
2 Initial enthusiasm for E. (SHA, Elag. 3.1 ff.) wore off by
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submit to the course decided by the army.! They
blamed Macrinus’ lack of energy and moral fibre and
said he had no one to blame but himself.

Setting out from Syria, Antoninus reached Nico- 3
media, where he was forced by the season of the year
to spend the winter.2 Straight away he began to
practise his ecstatic rites and go through the ridi-
culous motions of the priestly office belonging to his
local god in which he had been trained. He wore the
most expensive types of clothes, woven of purple and
gold, and adorned himself with necklaces and bangles.
On his head he wore a crown in the shape of a tiara
glittering with gold and precious stones. The effect 4

the winter (Dio 78.39.4). The disturbed state of the legions
in the East is recorded by Dio 79.7.1-3; legio IIT Gallica, legio
IV Scythica and the fleet at Cyzicus all produced claimants
for the purple; Gannys, E.’s original supporter and choice for
Caesar, was executed; legio IIT Gallica was disbanded
(5.3.9n); legio IV Scythica was given an extraordinary
equestrian legatus (Pflaum, Carriéres, no. 293, a comes and
amicus of E. who later became praetorian prefect). There was
a wholesale removal of M.’s supporters from office for fear of
armed rebellion—Fabius Agrippa (legatus of Syria Coele),
Pica Caerianus (legatus of Arabia), Claudius Attalus (pro-
consul of Cyprus), Aelius Triccianus (legatus of Pannonia In-
ferior), M. Munatius Sulla Cerialis (legatus of Cappadocia).
In Rome a number of the old aristocracy were executed—
Seius Carus, L. Valerius Paetus, M. Silius Messala, Pomponius
Bassus; two were from the old Antonine junta, two had
strong connections in the Bast (cf. Introduction, p. Ixxxi). In
their places the Syrian princesses put a number of their own
new equestrians; e.g. Ulpius Victor as procurator agens vice
praesidis in Dacia Porolissensis (Pflaum, Carriéres, no. 257),
M. Aedinius Julianus procurator agens vice praesidis in Aqui-
tania (Pflaum, Marbre de Thorigny 35-9), C. Furius Sabinus
Aquila Timesitheus, the later prefect, as proeurator agens
vice praesidis in Arabia (Pflaum, Carriéres, no. 317).
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1 The name Mcde may indicate that H. is recalling a
classical model such ag Xen. Cyrop. 1.3.2 or 4.5.54, which
suggests to him the vocabulary he is using (cf. 4.2.10n).
Similar passages are suggested by Irmisch ad loc.

2 The Chinese name for silk was “sir’’, from which was de-
rived the name for both Chinese (Seres) and silk (sericum).
In Rome (sericum) was not always pure silk, but a com-
bination of silk, linen and cotton. Caligule appeared in
public wearing this silk (Suet. Gaius 52) which had been
forbidden by Tiberius (Tac. 4. 2.33.1). SHA, Elag. 26.1, says
E. appeared wearing pure silk.

3 The dominant position of Maesa is noted by all sources;
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was something between the sacred garb of the
Phoenicians and the luxurious apparel of the Medes.1
Any Roman or Greek dress he loathed because, he
claimed, it was made out of wool, which is a cheap
material. Only seric silk was good enough for
him? He appeared in public accompanied by
flutes and drums, no doubt because he was honouring
his god with special rites.

Maesa ? was extremely worried when she saw this,
and continually tried to persuade him to change into
Roman clothes now that he was going to come to
Rome and enter the senate house. If he was wear-
ing a strange, completely barbarous dress, he would
straight away offend the spectators who were not
used to it 4 and considered this kind of finery more
appropriate for women than men. But Antoninus
rejected the advice of the old woman and anyone
else’s attempts to persuade him. No one was ad-
mitted to his presence except men of similar habit
and those who flattered his faults. However, he was

Dio (Xiph.) 79.17.2, SHA, Elag. 12.3 (4.2 seems an error),
BMO V. cexxxiii (the only Augusta to issue double denarii).
She was named mater castrorum in 218; AE (1955) 260.

4 There was nothing strange about eastern religious
practices in Rome; cf. Caracalla’s forshadowing of sol Elaga-
balus and Athena (Allat), the moon goddess, by his coin
issues; BMC V. 465, no. 195 (cf. Dio (Xiph.) 77.10.3), 4886,
no. 283. The solar symbol of a radiate lion may even be a
particular reference to C.’s visit to Emesa in 215 (BMC V.
cevii, RIC IV. 3.204-5). XE.’s real fault lay in making no
concession to Roman tradition when introducing the local
Syrian cult. Supersession of Jupiter Optimus Maximus,
introduction of cult practices like circumcision, abstention
from pork and foreign dress were bound to offend upper-class
sensibilities.
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anxious that the senate and people of Rome should
get used to seeing his dress, and to test out their re-
actions to the sight before he arrived. So an enor-
mous picture was painted of him as he appeared in
public performing as a priest. Also in the picture
was a portrait of the Emesene god, to ' whom he was
represented making a favourable sacrifice. The
picture was sent to Rome with orders that it should
hang right in the middle of the senate house, very
high up over the head of the statue of Victory.? This
was where all the members, on arrival for meetings at
the house, burn an offering of incense and make a
libation of wine. Instructions were also issued to
every Roman magistrate or person conducting public
sacrifices that the new god Elagabalus’ name should
precede any of the others invoked by the officiating
priests.2 When Antoninus arrived at Rome, dressed
as has been described, the Romans, conditioned by
the painting, found nothing strange in the sight.
He paid the people the cash bonus normal at the ac-

1 The statue of victory probably rested on the plinth dis-
covered in the curia Julia on the podium of the presidential
seat, just inside the doors; of. Bartoli, Rend. Pont. Accad. 27
(1951/2) 47-54, who discusses a mutilated inscription to the
domus diving set up perhaps in the senate at the same time.
The religious *“ programme >’ coins do not begin in Rome until
220, though in the East the sol propaganda starts in 218/9;
BMC V. 574 ff.

2 This desire for supremacy of the Emesene god motivates
most of E.’s policy, but not with any obvious political inten-
tion; ef. Dio (Xiph.) 79.11.1 (greater than Jupiter), SHA,
Elag. 3.4,6.7, 7.4 (other gods as slaves and E.’s desire for mono-
theism); hence the symbolic unions of various gods and the
transfer of cult objects to Elagabalus; but E. never seems to
envisage the ocult as a means to imperial unity. See Gross,
Real. f. Antike u. Christentum 1V. 9934,
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Tov vewv iBpouas, éxdoToTe mpoiwy éwbev éxardu-
Bas Te tavpwy kal mpofdrwy moAy mAffos
karéodarte Tois Te Bwuols émerife, mavrodamois
dpdpact gwpedwy, otvov Te Tob Tadaordrov Kal
kaAXloTov moAdods dudopéas 7@V Bwudv mpoyéwy,
ws petfpa dépecbar olvov Te kal aluaros pepiypé-
vov. mep{ Te Tols PBwuods éydpever Pmo mwav-
Todamols Tyots Opydvwy, ylvard Te Emydpia
éydpeve olv adrd, mepléovta Tols PBwpols,
kvuBada 7 TouTava petd yeipas ¢épovrar mepiet-
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dvBpwmor édepov, AN’ ol Te é€mapyor TdV oTpa-
Tomédwy kal of év Tals peyloTus wpdeow,

1 Bekk? Bergl ¢udorinovs (also Jo) re wal molvredels Oi P

(omnifariam)
2 Steph 8¢ ¢i om A

1 Cf. 5.6.9n. The congiarium is recorded on late coins of 219
as liberalitas 11, the first distribution being in E.’s absence at
his accession; BMC V. 546, 661 ff. Evidence for the date of
E.’s return to Rome is weak; Eutropius 8.22 says it was in
July 219, but a dedicatory altar set up by the equites singulares
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cession of a new emperor,! provided lavish and various
spectacles to win favour and built an enormous and
magnificent temple to his new god, around which he
set up many altars.? Each day at dawn he came out
and slaughtered a hecatomb of cattle and a large
number of sheep which were placed upon the altars
and loaded with every variety of spices.? In front of
the altars many jars of the finest and oldest wines
were poured out, so that streams of blood and wine
flowed together. Around the altars he and some
Phoenician women danced to the sounds of many dif-
ferent instruments, circling the altars with cymbals
and drums in their hands. The entire senate and
the equestrian order stood round them in the order
they sat in the theatre. The entrails of the sacrificial
victims and spices were carried in golden bowls,
not on the heads of household servants or lower-class
people, but by military prefects and important officials
wearing long tunics in the Phoenician style down to

is dated 29th September ob reditum domini nostri (ILS 2188);
adventus coins continue into the types of 220 but are undated,
BMC V. cexxxvii, 560, nos. 195-6, 608, RIC IV. 2.42, nos.
184-5.

2 Not apparently the temple mentioned in 5.6.6. This
temple here seems to be the temple on the Palatine noted in
SHA, Elag. 3.4 (i.e. the Heliogabalium); another temple on
the site of the old temple of Orcus (SHA, Elag. 1.6) is other-
wise unknown. Cf. Mommsen, Chron. Min. 1. 147, for the
Heliogabalium.

3 There are numerous representations of the emperor
sacrificing on coins, together with titles such as sacerd(os) det
solis Elagab(ali), summus sacerdos Aug(ustus), etc., BMC V.
5645, 569, 571. The Roman title of pontifer mazximus is
superseded and disappears. Cf. also the title sacerdos
amplissimus dei invicti solis Elagabali on inscriptions, ILS 473,
475, AE (1908) 202; Jantsch, JOAI 29 (1935) 265-8.
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1 The kalasiris, described by Hesychius as a tunic with a
broad stripe; it was sometimes eompletely purple or purple
with a white stripe; the stripe ran from head to toe.

2 The phaikas or phaikasion worn in Athens and Egypt,
Appian BC 5.11, Plut. 4nt. 33 (not always made of linen).
The reference to prophetar by H. may be just a loose term for
priests.
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their feet, with long sleeves and a single purple stripe
in the middle.! They also wore linen shoes of the
kind used by local oracle priests in Phoenicia.?2 It
was considered a great honour had been done to any-
one given a part in the sacrifice.

6. Although the emperor seemed to spend all his
time dancing and performing sacrifices, he executed
very many distinguished and wealthy men, after in-
formation was laid that they disapproved and made
fun of his way of life. He married a woman from the
most aristocratic family in Rome, whom he named as
Augusta;? but soon he divorced her and, depriving
her of her honours, told her to return to private life.
Then, in order to provide a semblance of his virility,
he pretended to fall in love with a Vestal Virgin, a
priestess of the Roman goddess Vesta, bound by sacral
law to remain a pure virgin to the end of her life.t
This girl was taken away from Vesta’s service and the

3 Julia Cornelia Paula; PIR2? J 660; her name appears on
Alexandrian coins before the end of August 219 (year 2 of E.)
and continues until 220/1 (year 4); thus she married E. almost
as soon as his return (5.5.8n), but since E.’s next wife also
appears in year 4, she may have been divorced as early as
September 220; cf. Dio (Xiph.) 79.9.1-3; it seems improbable
from what H. says that she was related to the jurist (and
later prefect?) Julius Paulus.

4 Julia Aquila Severa; PIR? J 648; the fact that she was
a Vestal Virgin doubtless provided E. with an opportunity to
claim that the marriage with this innupta Minerva corre-
sponded to the sacred marriage (hieros gamos) of the god
Elagabalus; but E.’s claim to be in love with her is sup-
ported by her return to being his wife after Annia Faustina.
E. first married her in year 4 of the Alexandrian coin series
(i.e. before September 221), perhaps late in 220; the re-mar-
riage was in year 5, probably between September and Novem-
ber 221; cf. Lederer, Num. Chron. (6) 3 (1943) 94-6.

47

ro



HERODIAN

~ -~ ~ ] / ~
{epod maplevivos yvvaika éfeto, émoreldas T
’ \ 4 ke 7 4 \
avyrMiTe kal mapapvinoduevos doéfnud Te Kal
~ > ’ 7
dudpryua TnAwkodTov, ¢rjcas dvlpdrmwdy v memov-
Oévar mdfos: épwm yap ThHs xdpns Ealwxévar,
dpudlovrd Te Kal oefdouov elvar yduov iepéws Te
kal lepelas. mhyy kal Tadty ad l per’ od mwoAd
kd 7 7 \ 4 b 4 > 7’
ameméwbaro, Tplrmy 8¢ mdAw tydyero, dvadépov-
oav 76 yévos é Kdpodov.
s 8\ 4 3 7 k4 0 7 ’AA\
Enale 8¢ yduovs od pévov dvbpwmeiovs, alda
-~ ~ ® -~ b ’ ~
kal 7@ 0ed, & lepdreve, yvvaika élnrer: Kkal Tis
7 \ y o A} A > 7
7€ IlaMdSos 76 dyadpa, 8 kpvmrov kai adparov
7, fP -~ 3 \ < ~ 0 'A 7
oéBovor ‘Pwpaior, és Tov éavrod Oadapov peri-
< 5 3 ASR ] /
yaye: kal pr) kunbév €€ obmep HA0ev amé *IAiov,
3 \ ¢ \ 7 0 k3 7 Y 7 iy
€l p7) Sre mupl katepAéxlin 6 vews, ékunoev odros,
kal wpds ydpov 87 & Ty Bacidewov addy T Bed
s 7 7 8 A 3 /4 9 3 A} 2 e
dvifyaye. ¢ijoas 8¢ amapéokeofor adrTov ®  ws
4 3 « A A A -~ 0 -~ -~ O, ?
wdyra v dmlots kal modepuxi) Oed, Tis Odpavias
¥ 7 e k] \ e -~
76 dyadlpa peremémparo, oefdvrwy adTo dmepduds
-~ A 4
Kapyndoviwy 7e kai 7dv xara v Afomy

1 Stroth o Oi om Sylb
2 Gedike adrov 4 adrf g% (mg) adrd Oi
1 Annia Aurelia Faustina; PIR? A 710; daughter of Ti.
Claudius Severus Proculus (cos. 200) and Annia Faustina
(daughter of Ummidius Quadratus, cos. 167; cf. 1.8.4n), both
parents being related to M. Aurelius; her husband Pomponius
Bassus was executed by E. (5.5.3n). Some scandalous detail
about this marriage is recounted by Dio 79.5.3-5, but is cut
short by a lacuna. The marriage was in Alexandrian year 4
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women’s quarters of the temple to be installed as his
wife. He sent a letter to the senate excusing his
great impiety and sin, but saying he had fallen victim
to manly passion and was smitten with love for the
girl; marriage between a priest and a priestess, he
added, was fitting and sacred. However, soon after-
wards this girl too was sent away, and he made a third
marriage with a woman who traced her family back to
Commodus.

It was not just human marriage that he made a 3
mockery of. In an effort to find a wife for the god he
served, he transferred the statue of Pallas to his own
quarters. This statue is revered by the Romans but
kept hidden out of sight and never moved since it
came from Troy (apart from when the temple caught
fire).2 Now the emperor moved it and conducted it
to the imperial palace to be married, one imagines,
to his god. But then he declared that his god was 4
displeased with such a war-like goddess who was al-
ways armed, and sent for the statue of Urania who
is worshipped widely among the Carthaginians and

(before September 221) and lasted just into year 5 (one coin
with this date). Dio (Xiph.) 79.9.4 says there was a fourth
and fifth marriage before E. returned to Aquila Severa. If
80, they must have been very brief.

2 Cf. 1.14.4n; according to Servius (on Aen. 7.188) there
were seven pignora kept in the penus Vestae, which included
the Palladium and the ancilia of the Salii; cf. SHA, Elag. 3.4,
6.6-9 (and Magie’s note in the Loeb edition). Magie (zbid.)
suggests that unpopularity in Rome forced E. to abandon the
sacred marriage of Pallas (and his own with a Vestal
Virgin) and to turn to Carthaginian and Syrian goddesses.
The interest in Vesta and the other goddesses was part
of the syncretism E. intended, to establish a monotheistic
worship of which he was the head and the incarnation,
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1 Known also as Tanit and Caelestis Afrorum dea (cf.
Salambo also associated with this goddess, SHA, Elag. 7.3).
Tt is possible that Severus had already built a temple to the
goddess in Rome (cf. ILS 4438 for the temple later, CAH
XI1. 413 (Nock)). Venus Caelestis appears on the coins of
Julia Soaemias, BMC V. cexxxiii. Child sacrifices, formerly
a feature of this Carthaginian cult, are said by Dio to reappear
under E. (Xiph.) 79.11—but Dio is very unreliable on the
period, and depends chiefly on colourful stories from authors
hostile to E.
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other people in Libya.! Tradition says that Dido
the Phoenician set up the statue at the time, pre-
sumably when she founded the ancient city of Car-
thage, after cutting up the hide.? The name used by
Libyans for the goddess is Urania, by the Phoeni-
cians Astroarche;? they would also have it that she
is the moon goddess. A marriage between the sun
and the moon, Antoninus declared, was very appro-
priate, and he sent for the statue together with all the
gold from her temple. He also issued orders that a
very large sum of money should be contributed, sup-
posedly as a dowry. When the statue had been
brought, he married it to the god, giving instructions
that all the inhabitants of Rome and Italy should cele-
brate in public and private with all kinds of festivities
and banquets, as though this were a real marriage of
the gods.

In the outlying district of the city he constructed a
vast, magnificent temple?! to which he brought the

2 The story is told by Virgil 4. 1.8367-8 describing the found-
ing of Carthage’s citadel of Byrsa (Phoenician Bosra), sup-
posedly named after the ceremony of measuring the land with
an ox hide (byrsa), but the etymology is incorrect. The point
of interest here is that, in spite of almost childlike explanations
about Roman antiquities earlier, H. expects his readers to
understand this reference. The use of &} suggests that
this is a marginal gloss that has crept into the text, but it
may be a sign of incompleteness, cf. 4. 8. 5n.

3 Astarte (or Astargatis), often called dea Syria and like dea
Caelestis often equated with Magna Mater, Aphrodite, Venus;
a moon goddess, whose temple is described by Lucian, de
Syr. dea 4, not far from Emesa, at Sidon. The goddess was
specially venerated by Nero (Suet. Nero 56) and, also like
dea Cacelestis, had a temple built at Rome. The spread of

oriental cults to the West, often by soldiers, is discussed in
CAH XII. 427 ff. (Nock).
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! Nothing else is known of this temple, at one time thought
to be in the suburb, ad spem veterem, on the eastern side of the
city near the Porta Maggiore; this is now discounted, Platner-
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god each year at mid-summer. He instituted many
different festivals and constructed circuses (for horse-
racing) and theatres, imagining that, if he provided
chariot races and all kinds of spectacles and enter-
tainments, and if he feasted the people all night long,
he would be popular. The god was set up in a
chariot studded with gold and precious stones and
driven from the city to the suburb.2 The chariot was
drawn by a team of six large, pure white horses which
bad been decorated with lots of gold and ornamented
discs. No human person ever sat in the chariot or
held the reins, which were fastened to the god as
though he were driving himself. Antoninus ran
along in front of the chariot, but facing backwards as
he ran looking at the god and holding the bridles of
the horses.> He ran the whole way backwards like this

Ashby, Top. Dict. Rome 199. It was in this district that E. was
found by the soldiers in the first mutiny of 221, SHA, Elag.
13.5. The only known temple of Elagabalus was on the
Palatine (5.5.8n). The short length of E.’s reign gives rise to
doubts about the magnificence of such a construction;
possibly the towers, mentioned in 5.6.9, were part of the
structure like the corner towers of the temple of the sun at
Kasr Raba in Arabia, suggests Domaszewski; quoted by
Gross, Real. f. Antike u. Christentum 1V. 995. The temple
cannot have been completed much before the mid-summer
of 221. Cf. Nash, Pict. Dict. Anc. Rome 11. 384, for the large
villa, amphitheatre and circus built in the gardens of Spes
Vetus.

2 The procession accompanying the black stone is recorded
on Roman and Alexandrian coins in 220/1, Vogt, Alex. Miinz—
1.181 f.; it is possible therefore that H. is only describing a
single event (see previous note).

3 Altheim, Niedergang d. alt. Welt I1. 268, notes a relief from
Palmyra on which a camel is carrying a sacred stone, and the
man accompanying the animal is facing backwards.
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looking up at the front of the god. But to stop him
tripping and falling while he was not looking where
he was going, lots of sand gleaming like gold was put
down, and his bodyguard supported him on either side
to make sure he was safe as he ran like this. Along
both sides of the route the people ran with a great
array of torches, showering wreaths and flowers on him.
In the procession, in front of the god, went images of
all the other gods and valuable or precious temple
dedications and all the imperial standards or costly
heirlooms. Also the cavalry and all the army joined
in.! After the god had been conducted and installed in
the temple, the emperor carried out the festival
sacrifices described above. Then he climbed on to
some very large high towers that had been con-
structed 2 and threw down on to the crowd, for any-
one to catch, gold and silver cups, all kinds of clothes
and fine, linen garments and every kind of domestic
animal,® except pigs, which he did not touch by

1 Obviously of the Roman garrison only.

2 Cf. 5.6.6n.

3 A practice of Gaius and Nero at the circus; the larger
objects were obviously distributed by tokens (missilia); cf.
Suet. Gains. 18.2, Nero 11.2, SHA, Elag. 22.2 (calls them sortes).
Although these distributions are said to be for the sport of
seeing people scramble, they were also a means of reaching a
lower-class public than the plebs frumentaria who benefited
from the congiaria; E. distributed a congiarium every year of
his reign. See van Berchem, Distribution de Bl et d’ Argent
129 and 161. The event described here took place, according
to SHA, Elag. 8.3, on E.’s entry into his consulship (i.e. either
January 220—cos. III, or 222—cos. IV), but H. is explicitly
contradictory, saying mid-summer was the date.

7 adrof Vg adrols al
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1 The worship of Elagabalus, like that of most semitic cults,
demanded abstention from pork, circumecision and other
rituals of purification and orgiastic mysticism; the Galli of
Astargatis and Oybele castrated themselves; temple prostitu-
tion and homosexuality were common; astrology and
astronomy and the reliance on Chaldean magi were at the
heart of the solar cults; of. CAH XI. 643 f. (Cumont).
None of the sources attempts to make any sense of the lurid
and obscene tales about E. which fall within these rituals; cf.
Dio (Xiph.) 79.11.1-2, 79.13.2-4, 79.17.1 (cf. Leo, p. 287),
SHA, Elag. 5.1-6.5, 8.1-2, 8.6, 24.2, etc. 'The origin of these
stories is only conjectural and obviously more than one (ex
Graecis Latinisque, SHA, Elag. 35.1, 18.4); Marius Maximus
is mentioned (SHA, Elag. 11.6) and was probably hostile after
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Phoenician law.>  In the scramble lots of people were 10
killed, trampled to death by one another or impaled on
the spears of the soldiers. Thus the festival of Elaga-
balus was fatal for many people. The emperor him-
self was often to be seen driving his chariot or danc-
ing,2 making no attempt to conceal his vices. He
used to go out with painted eyes and rouge on his
cheeks,? spoiling his natural good looks by using dis-
gusting make-up.

7. As she viewed these developments, Maesa sus-
pected that the soldiers were revolted by this kind
of behaviour by the emperor.t Her fears were that,
if anything happened to him, she would again be re-
duced to the status of an ordinary person. So, since
he was in most matters a thoughtless, silly young man,
she persuaded him by flattery to adopt and appoint as

to being dismissed from the office of praefectus urbi; Claudius
Aelianus, the sophist author, wrote an Indictment of Gynnis
after E.’s death (Philos. V'8 2.31.625(01)); cf. Barbieri, RFIC
32 (1954) 65.

2 E. drove in the uniform of the Greens, Dio (Xiph.) 79.14.2.
For E.’s dancing, see SHA, Elag. 32.8, and Dio (Xiph.) 79.14.3.
A number of E.’s favourites were charioteers and athletes.

3 For the phrase, cf. Pollux, 5.102, Luecian, Bis dcc. 31,
Athen. Deipn. 12.7.529A. But H. may have in mind a
classical model like Xen. Cyrop. 1.3.2. Various materials
were used for cosmetics—such as antimony (stibtum) on the
eyes, and on the face the root of anchusa and white lead
(psimythion).

4 The cult of sol was not offensive in itself, since it con-
tinued to be popular; the coinage of Severus Alexander
continues to show the predominance of the cult (though not
connected with Elagabalus), BMC VI. 30. The chief cause
of the soldiers’ complaint was over the extraordinary appoint-
ments of E. and the influence of men like Hierocles and
Zoticus (5.7.6n); Dio (Xiph.) 79.16.1, SHA, Elag. 15.1-2.
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b4 1 bl ~ [ ’ \ ’
2 :ZZ;;;)Z aﬁ:"((f) :Z;apf;;[zz Z,)l;yagp aog M(I,[.La:ag , Caesar his cousin, her own grandchild by her daughter
Kt < . ’ pa Xpn ckewov Mamaea. Her argument was that of course the 2
pev Ty tepwovry Kat 9/’77”0"5“2’- UQ(OAGEJGW 70?0 feod, emperor should keep himself free to carry out his
lg"-KX“a:S‘ KO’-"‘ o(;oywl,s 7"0LS‘ 4 G,BGLOfs‘ épyots dvakei- priestly office and worship the god, since he was
[.,LGV(’)V, elvar 8¢ €TEPOV TOV TA avﬁpamel.a SLOLKoﬁv'ra, dedicated to his ecstatic and orgiastic rites and his
éxelv 8¢ mapébovra Ths Bagidelas T dvevdymrdv divine duties. Someone else should look after

wordly affairs so as to leave him free from the cares
and worries of the principate. This being so, rather
than looking for an outsider from another family,
the task should be put in the hands of his cousin.!
Alexianus changed his name from that inherited from 3

Te Kal Auépyuvov: i Setv Tolvuv Evov {nreiy
pnd’ dAXoTprov, dAXG TG dvefud Tabra éyyepioar.
3 petovopdlerar &) ¢ *Adefiavds, xal *ANééavBpos
Kkadelrac, mapaybévros adrd tod mammdhov % dvdua-

705 és 76 To0 Mareddvos ds mdvv Te &vdéfov Kal : 2

Tiunbeévros vmo Tob Sokobvros marpds dudorépwy }1;115 ggan(.ifather dto' Adlexa; (}i1er’ thg bnatI:Illle (ﬁ‘ thg
s \ 105 3 A , oy acedonian so admired and honoured by the allege
elvat: Ty ’<)’af:> , AvTwvov. Tou eBripov father of the two cousins. Both the daughter of
m’us’og powyelar audorepar ai Malons Buyarépes Maesa, and the old lady herself, used to boast of the
adry) Te 7 mpeofims éocuvivero mpds 76 Tovs adultery of Antoninus (Severus’ son), to make the
oTpatidiTas orépyew Tovs maidas, viods * exelvov troops think the boys were his sons and so favour them.

doxolvras elvart
juventulis are undated, but are probably from 221 to 222,
BMC V. cexl, 571, 614. The tradition that A. was made

1 &kyovoy Ai 2 Sylb ndmmov Oi 3 Steph i i i
g, ¢\ Caesar in 218 (e.g. SHA, Alex. 1.2, Victor Caes. 23.3) is
viods—elvar om P viods om | erroneous; cf. Jardé, Etudes . . . Sévére Alexandre 11n.
- 2 Cf. 5.3.3n for A.’s name; Perhaps H.’s information is
1 The formal adqpt{op took place in the senate, and seems garbled and, although he knew A. was named after his grand-
foo haye had full juridical validity (whatever the political father, he was unaware that the common name was Bassianus.
intentions); c_f. Hammond, Ant. Monarchy 13-14. The date But “grandfather’’ here may mean ‘‘ancestor”, since Alexi-
of the event is disputed; a lacunose reading in the Feriale anus or Alexio was a dynastic name of the Emesene priest-
Duranum shows the date as probably 26th June 221 ; [vi kal.] kings. Ifso, H.appears unaware that Alexander was already
tulias quod dominus nostfe]r [m]arcus aure[llius  severus an accepted Hellenized alternative; ef. C. Julius Alexio,
allelxa[nder caelsar appe[llat]us sit; A. also assumed the foga father of C. Julius Samsigeramus (PIR? J 143), C. Julius Avitus
virilis on the same day, though not yet in his fourteenth year. Alexianus, perhaps a brother of Mamaea (PIR? J 192), Alexan-
B}lt CIL VI 3069 is a dedication by the vigiles to imperatores der, king of Emesa and brother of Iamblichus who gained
(slc).Antomno et Alfe]ssandro which is dated 1st June 221 — Roman citizenship from Augustus (Dio 51.2.2). Note that
possibly an error or back-dated. CIL VI. 2001 shows A.’s the Julius Alexander, executed by Commodus for conspiracy,
co-option into the sodales Antoniniani on the 10th July. was also from Emesa, Dio (Xiph.) 72.14.1, SHA, Comm. 8.3.
Coins showing M. Aurelius Alexander Caesar and princeps The name was proposed by E.
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! The joint consulship was in 222. A.’s exact status is not
clear. Military diplomata of 7th January 222 record A. with
the praenomen imperatoris as well as the title of Caesar; AE
(1964) 269 confirming CIL XVI. 140, 141; DuSanié, Hist. 13
(1964) 490, believes the reading imper. Caes. is a genitive
referring to E., but cf. CIL XVI. 135 (Severus and Caracalla in
208) for a parallel. T agree with Forni, Archiv. stor. Lodigiano
(1959) 12 ff,, and Hammond, Ant. Monarchy 3 f., that A.’s
name on the diplomata argues a legal status with secoﬁdary
smperium. Cf. 5.7.5n for consors tmperii. A.’s name alone
on edicts as imp. Alezander before E.’s death (Cod. Just.
9.1.3, 4.44.1, 8.44.6) might be a retrospective addition.

? The ages given here are inconsistent with those in 5.3.3;
the former ages are partially confirmed by Dio (Xiph.) 79.20.2
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Alexander was appointed Caesar and shared the 4
consulship with Antoninus.! When the latter en-
tered the senate to have it ratified, everyone made a
complete farce of it by voting as they were told and
declaring the emperor himself to be a father at his
age of about sixteen, and Alexander his son, when
now in his twelfth year.2 After Alexander’s ap-
pointment as Caesar, Antoninus wanted him to be
trained in his own pursuits of leaping and dancing,
and to share in his priesthood by wearing the same
dress and following the same practices. But his
mother, Mamaea,® removed him from contact with
such activities which were shameful and unbecoming
for emperors. In private she summoned teachers
of all the arts, and trained him in the exercise of self-
control, introducing him to the wrestling schools and
manly exercises, and gave him both a Latin and a

who says E. was eighteen when he died (in March 222).
Although there are some verbal similarities between this
passage (especially 5.7.1) and Dio (Xiph.) 79.17.2 ff., in his
account Dio expressly states that his information is second-
hand (Dio (Xiph.) 80.1.2 ff.). According to Dio’s account it
was E. who made a farce of the occasion, not the senate.

3 Although later Christian writers praise Julia Mamaea for
her care of A. (e.g. Nicephoras Callistus 5.17), they are biased
in her favour by her supposed conversion to Christianity
(Syncell. 1.675 (B), Orosius 7.18.7), a story based on her
contact with Origen (Euseb. HE 6.21, etc., though the date
was not in 226 but 231-3). All sources make clear that the
dominant influence at this stage was Maesa, whose sponsor-
ship of A. was part of a palace struggle to overthrow Soaemias
and E.; Herzog, RE (Julia Maesa) 942-3. Thus Ulpian was
probably the choice of Maesa, not Mamaea (cf. SHA, Alex.
51.4) and advanced to become praefectus annonae (Cod. Iust.
8.37.4 dated a few days after E.’s death) and tutor to A. until
removed by E. (see below).
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1 SHA, Alex. 3.2-3, provides a list of teachers, but the whole
of the vita has to be treated with great caution, because of its
tendentious and ‘¢ programmatic >’ features (cf. especially
Baynes, The Historia Augusta 57-67, 118—44, even if his thesis
is unproven, Momigliano, Studies in Historiography 158-9,
171). One name provided is Julius Frontinus, perhaps the
sophist, Fronto of Emesa, centre of a literary group in Athens
during H.’s time of writing; also he was a teaching rival of
Philostratus, Suda s.v. ®pdvrewv, Wellmann, RE (Fronto 13).
Another is said to be Scaurinus, perhaps the son of L. Verus’
tutor. The name of Silvinus is given by SHA, Elag. 16.4, as
one who was executed. Possibly Ulpian, the later prefect,
was employed at this stage too (cf. SHA, Alex. 51.4, pro tutore
habuit and Cod. Just. 4.65.4.1, naming him as parens meus),
but was driven away by E.; SHA, Elag. 16.4.

2 The title consors imperii has been proposed for the lacuna
in CIL VI. 2001 and the military diplomata (5.7.4n), but AE
(1964) 269 contains the curious title Caes(ar) imperi(i) et sacer-
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Greek education.! Antoninus was absolutely furious
about this and regretted the adoption of Alexander
and his participation in the empire.? He cleared out 6
all Alexander’s teachers from the court, executing
some of the extremely distinguished ones and driv-
ing others into exile. Ridiculous charges were
brought against them, that they were corrupting his
adopted son by not allowing him to dance or go into
a frenzy, but teaching him moderation and manly
arts. The emperor was driven to such extremes of
lunacy that he took men from the stage and the public
theatres and put them in charge of most important
imperial business.®> A man, who in his youth had

dotis co(n)s(ul); explained by Dusanié, Hist. 13 (1964) 495 ff.,
as a special title * Caesar of the state and Elagabalus,” but
what does this mean? Far easier to assume the omission of
consors by haplography. If so, this confirms H. here and
5.7.4 (a share in the priesthood), and adds support to the argu-
ment that A. held some kind of secondary imperium. Cf.
Orac. 8ib. 12.269 (év0’ ore vmidyos Kaidap v 78 Badidetdy).

3 Cf. 5.5.3n for some of the appointments as rewards to
supporters after the fall of Macrinus (Dio (Xiph.) 79.15.3);
these were mostly equestrian posts. Names and details of the
more extraordinary appointments are provided by Dio (Xiph.)
79.15-16, 79.21, SHA, Elag. 6.1-5, 10.2 ff., 11.1, 12.1, 15.1-2,
Protagenes (charioteer) became a close associate, Cordius (or
Gordius) (charioteer) became praefectus wvigilum, Aurelius
Zoticus Avitus (son of a cook) became a cubiculo, though later
dismissed and possibly appeared again under Alexander as
nomenclator a censtbus (CIL X1V, 3553, Jardé, Sévére Alexandre
59), Claudius (barber) became praefectus annonae, perhaps in
place of Ulpian when he was dismissed in 221, Aurelius
Eubulus became procurator summarum rerum, a mule driver,
a courier, a locksmith became procuratores vicesim. heredit.;
above all, Hierocles (charioteer) was considered as a candidate
for Caesar. It is almost impossible to tell which of these
appointments are genuine.
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1 A clear reference to P. Valerius Comazon (Futychianus?);
Hanslik, RE (Valerius 134); probably from a family of pro-,
fessional dancers and actors, if the name is correct, though he
may not have actually been one himself, since he served, when
young (in the fleet?), in Thrace ¢. 181-3, where he was
punished by Claudius Attalus (3.1.6n); later he gained in-
fluence at court (probably accounting for the term Caesarianus
applied to him) and rose to be *‘ prefect of the camp "—either
praefectus castrorum or prefect of the Parthian legion (cf.
5.4.4n; Howe, Praet. Pref. 97 ff., wrongly c. 182). In 218 he
was made praetorian prefect, and in 219 adlected inter consu-
lares replacing Marius Maximus as urban prefect; he was
cgnsul in 220 {cos. II in CIL VI. 866 probably on the basis of
his earlier ornamenta consularia), but replaced by Leon as
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been a dancer in public in the theatre at Rome, was
appointed military prefect.!  Similarly, another was
raised from the stage and put in charge of the train-
ing and morals of the youth and the census quali-
fications of members of the senatorial and equestrian
orders.? He assigned positions of the highest respon-
sibility in the empire to charioteers and comedy
actors and mimers. His slaves and freedmen, who
perhaps excelled in some foul activity, he appointed
as governors of consular provinces.®

8. When all that was once held in respect was re-
duced in this way to a state of dishonour and frenzied
madness, everyone, and particularly the soldiers,

urban prefect (Dio {Xiph.) 79.14.2, though no date); a second
tenure of the urban prefecture followed, perhaps in 221, but
he was replaced by Fulvius (Diogenianus?; cf. 5.8.8n), whom
he in turn replaced in A.’s reign.

2 The function of praefectura morum, inherent in the cen-
sorial powers of the emperor (cf. Pliny, Paneg. 45.4-6) was
given to a procurator ad census (or a censtbus; the terms are
synonymous; cf. ILS 1387 and AE (1945) 80, against Hirsch-
feld, Kais. Verwalt. 67n); this officer appears under the
Antonines, but his grade was enhanced by Severus to eliminate
equestrian opposition (cf. 2.11.6n, though Oliver, 4JP 67
(1946) 316, doubts any new function). E. possibly extended
this equestrian officer’s functions to review senators also.

3 This scems an exaggeration; slaves and freedmen
certainly attained a degree of social mobility hitherto un-
precedented, but I can find no example of a freedman ap-
pointed directly to a consular province; but there are some
unusual appointments, such as that of Claudius Aelius Pollio,
from centurion to governor of Germania Inferior (Dio 78.40.1
__the executioner of Diadumenianus) Dio 79.3.1, CIL XIIL
6807. Cf. Stein, Ritterstand 206 and 262, for the breakdown of
distinctions between senators and equestrians, though the
tendency to adlect and use equestrian procurators for military
commands had been growing.
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1 The account of the palace struggle between Soaemias a’nd
Maesa is given by SHA, Elag. 13-15, a section of the vita which
is circumstantial and generally believed to be accurate; Lam-
bertz, RE (Varius 10) 402-3, Jardé, Sévére Alexandre 10 {T.
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began to grow bitterly angry. They were revolted
at the sight of the emperor with his face made up
more elaborately than a modest woman would have
done, and effeminately dressed up in golden neck-
laces and soft clothes, dancing for everyone to see in
this state. So they inclined more favourably to-
wards Alexander, expecting better things of a boy
who was receiving such a modest and serious educa-
tion. And, realizing that Antoninus was plotting
against the boy; they kept a close watch over him.
Mamaea, his mother, would not allow him to taste
any food or drink sent by the emperor. The boy
did not make use of cooks and cupbearers who were
in general employment in the palace—only men
selected by Mamaea and approved for their complete
loyalty. Mamaea also privately handed over some
money for a clandestine distribution to the soldiers.
In this way she hoped to capture the loyalty of the
soldiers with money as well, always the most attrac-
tive inducement for the men.!

When Antoninus discovered this activity he began
a full-scale campaign to plot against Alexander and
his mother. But all his plans were frustrated and
checked by Maesa, the two young men’s grand-

If so, the first mutiny of the soldiers took place in late 221.
It seems probable also that the dismissal of Ulpian (5.7.5n),
Zoticus (whose name Avitus shows he was a freedman of
Maesa) and Comazon (5.7.6n) had all taken place in 221 in an
attempt by E. and Soaemias to supersede the authority of
Maesa. Although E. was saved by the intervention of the
praetorian prefect, Antiochianus (otherwise unknown), he was
forced to dismiss some of his favourites, acknowledge A. as his
true Caesar (i.e. not Hierocles, 5.7.6n) and permit a special
guard for A., Mamaea and Maesa.
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mother. She was a woman who, in addition to being
enterprising had many years of experience of living
at the imperial palace [as the sister of Julia, Severus’
wife with whom she spent her entire time at the
palace].! She missed none of Antoninus’ machina-
tions, since his behaviour was naturally unsubtle and
he was totally indiscreet about his plans in words and
actions. With the failure of his contrivances, An-
toninus planned to remove the boy from his position
as Caesar, and no longer was he to be seen at public
salutations or at the head of processions.? DBut the
soldiers demanded his presence, and were angry that
he had been removed (so they said). from power.
Antoninus spread a report to the effect that Alexander
was on the point of dying, in an attempt to see how
the soldiers would take the rumour. Since they failed
to see the boy and were deeply upset by the news,
the soldiers angrily refused to mount their usual guard
over Antoninus. They shut themselves up in the camp
and demanded Alexander’s visible presence at their

1 The repetitive phrase 7d& mdvra . . . Pooidelos, and the
use of a very similar phrase in 5.3.2 and 5.3.10 make it
probable that Mendelssohn is correct in regarding this as a

loss.

£ 2 E. regretted the adoption and attempted to abrogate A.’s
title of Caesar; after the first mutiny of the soldiers (see above)
he continued to intrigue against A., and refused to participate
in the consular procession on 1st January 222, when both were
consuls, and should have been formally inducted at the temple
of Jupiter Optimus Maximus on the Capitol. H., as he
frequently does, generalizes from a particular incident. Coins
of 222 show the processus consularis but E. and A. appear
separately and alone; the cold war between the two extended
to their rival officinae in the minting of coins; of. BMC V.
cexli, 614-15, nos. 453, 456.
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1 (f. 4.4.5; the temple of Mars, where the standards and the
statues of the emperors were kept, Tac. H. 1.36. The temple
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shrine.® Antoninus in absolute terror got hold of Alex- 6
ander, sat beside him in the imperial litter, (which was
richly inlaid with gold and precious stones) and went
to the camp [with the boy]. The soldiers opened
the gates to receive them, before conducting
them to the camp shrine. But, whereas they greeted
Alexander with enthusiastic shouts of good wishes,
they ignored Antoninus. He was furious at such 7
treatment, and, after spending a night fuming and
raging at the soldiers in the camp shrine, he began to
issue orders that those who had openly and enthusi-
astically acclaimed Alexander should be seized for
punishment, as well as those supposedly guilty of
sedition and riot. This inflamed the soldiers, who were 8
already antagonistic to Antoninus and anxious to be
rid of an emperor who was a disgrace. Now they
also thought that they should give help to those
who were being held as prisoners. Believing the
opportunity was right and their case just, they
killed Antoninus and Soaemis (who was with him as
Augusta and his mother) and all his retinue ? that

is illustrated on a coin of Claudius, and a priest is recorded on
ILS 2090. The increased importance of the cult of Mars in
this period inside the camp was perhaps a reaction to the
oriental cults (like that of Elagabalus) being introduced out-
side. The demand for A.’s presence at the shrine therefore
had a special point. See Durry, Cokortes prét. 321-3 and
pl. III B (a coin of Claudius).

2 With E. were killed Hierocles, Aurelius Fubulus, Fulvius
(Diogenianus?) the urban prefect, and the praetorian prefects;
Dio 79.21.1. The names of the prefects are not certain;
Antiochianus (5.8.3n) may still have been in office; another
possible man is one whose name has been lost (. . . atus) but
who had been a close supporter of E. since 218, Pflaum,
Carriéres, no. 293.
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! From H.’s language, one would expect this to mean that
the supporters had entered the camp with E. Dio (Xiph.)
79.20.1 seems to confirm H. that the murder of the emperor,
his mother and the supporters took place in the camp, but
SHA, Elag. 17.1, says that the assassination happened in the
palace (a reliable section of the vite). H. alinost ignores the
importance of Soaemias, yet much of the crisis of 221 was
probably due to her attempts to shake off the influence of
Maesa, who now sponsored Mamaea and Alexander. Right
up to the last the two sisters were vying for the favour of the
soldiers (Dio, ibid.). Soaemias appeared in the senate when
A. was named as Caesar (Dio (Xiph.) 79.17.2); she is named
on inscriptions as mater Augusti (e.g. AE (1954) 28—an erased
name), as consors tmperit (AE (1936) 39) and perhaps even as
mater senatus (AE (1956) 144, Benario, TAPA 90 (1959)
11 f.), an obvious challenge to Maesa’s position.
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were caught inside,! who were thought to be the
attendants and confederates in his crimes. The
bodies of Antoninus and Soaemis were handed over
to those who wished to drag them around and de-
secrate them. After being dragged through the city
for a long time and mutilated, they were thrown
into the sewers which run down to the River
Tiber.2

So in the sixth year of his rule,? after a life such as
has been described above, Antoninus and his mother

2 Dio (Xiph.) 79.20.2 ff. (cf. Zos. 1.11), SHA, Elag. 17.4-7;
the ancient punishment for criminals. Only E.’s body was
thrown into the Tiber. For the principle of poena post mortem,
see Vittinghoff, Staatsfeind in d. rém. Kaiserzeit 43—6.

3 The chronology of H. for the reigns of E. and A. are a
puzzle. Both here and in 6.1.7 and 6.2.1 he appears com-
pletely to miscalculate the lengths of the reigns, but in 6.9.3
and 6.9.8 he is well aware of the correct date of A.’s death.
Some errors may be cxplained by H.’s method of episodic
narrative {ef. 6.2.1n), though that is impossible here. Either
these are straightforward errors by a historian writing twenty-
five years later, or the figures in the.text have been corrupted
by unskillful copyists (i.e. s” for ¢’). But it is interesting to
note that all the figures are correct if calculated from the date
of the death of Caracalla (April 217); thus E. would be in his
sixth regnal year in 222 and A. in his fourteenth regnal year in
230. Although (as far as I am aware) never an official method
of calculating regnal years, contemporaries may have been
encouraged to date in this fashion by the damnatio memoriae
of both Macrinus and E. (Dio 79.2.1-6, SHA, Elag. 174,
Alex. 1.2) which propagated the fiction that the predecessor
had never been emperor; e.g. nec imperator nec Antoninus,
SHA, Alex. 7.4 (admittedly untrustworthy); cf. E.’s assump-
tion of a fictional back-dated consulship belonging to Macrinus
(5.5.2n), and his refusal to wait for senatorial confirmation of
titles; this may also be the origin of the error that A. had been
Caesar sinee 218 in Victor Caes. 23.3, SHA, Alex. 1.2.
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i The dies imperiz is probably recorded on the Feriale
Duranum as 13th March (222), by the vote of the soldiers; on
the following day perhaps the senate added its vote of the
titles of Augustus, pater patriae, and pontifex mazimus (Fink-
Hoey-Snyder, YOS 7 (1940) 85 ff., though see the reservations
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were murdered. Alexander, though extremely
young and very much under the tutelage of his
mother and grandmother, was greeted as emperor
by the soldiers * and conducted up to the palace.2

of Hoey about two separate days, ibid. 93-4). Dio 79.3.3 is
in agreement that E. died on 13th March (see YOS 7 (1940)
86n for the method of calculation). SHA, Alex. 6.2 (dated
6th March), is incorrect. A.’s full name of M. Aurelius
Severus Alexander probably dates from now (cf. CIL VL.
1454 dated 13th April), perhaps at the wish of the praetorians
(SHA, Alex. 124, may be partially true).

2 H. does not mention the senate’s vote (cf. 2.6.13n) noted
in SHA, Alex. 1.3. The interpretation of the Feriale Duranum
which supposes two separate days for the vote of the soldiers
and the senate is slightly supported by H.’s omission.
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1 A, was only thirteen years old; cf. 5.3.3n, 5.7.4n.

2 Well illustrated by the title of A. on an inscription as
Juliae Mamaeae Aug(ustae)filio Julinge Maesae Aug(ustae)ne-
pote, AE (1912) 155. The coins issuing from the officing of
Maesa lay stress on pudicitia; BMC VL. 51.
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1. In the previous book a description was given of
the death of the young Antoninus. After Alex-
ander’s accession to power ! he possessed the trap-
pings and the name of emperor, but the control of
administration and imperial policy was in the hands
of his womenfolk,? who tried to bring back a complete
return to moderate dignified government. The first
reform was to choose sixteen senators as councillors
and advisers to the emperor,® men who presented
the appearance of greatest dignity in years and the
most moderate way of life. No statement was made
or action taken without their considered approval.
This form of the principate, which changed from a
high-handed tyranny to an aristocratic type of

3 Cf. Zon. 12.15 (perhaps from Dio); the same body is re-
ferred to in 7.1.3, where they are said to be elected by the
senate; although there are many references to the work of
the consilium in the vita, it is suspect and in gome case demon-
strably false. Dio’s references to the consileum in the famous
speech of Maecenas, 52.15.1-4, 33.3—4 (which Millar uncon-
vincingly says was addressed to Caracalla and not Alexander)
were by definition describing a council not in existence. The
council remained, as before, essentially an ad hoc advisory
body drawn from the wider group of amici; if there were
special committees of experts, their greater importance was
not due to an increase in de jure powers, but to A.’s more
pliable (and weaker) rule; see Crook, Consilium Principis
86-91, Millar, Cassius Dio 102 ff.
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1 If A’s ““ aristocratic ”” policy is to be seen in such prin-
ciples as that nihil tamen tam proprium imperii est ut legibus
vivere (Cod. Just. 6.23.3) and in the observance of the elaborate
protocol which permitted the senate a dignified appearance
(e.g. Dig. (Ulpian) 1.9.1, SHA, Alex. 17.34,18.2-3, 27.3, 43.1),
it was also in A.’s reign that the autocratic position of the
emperor was formally defined by sueh principles as licet lex
imperis sollemnibus ituris imperatorem solverit (Cod. Just.
6.23.3) and princeps legibus solutus est (Dig. (Ulpian) 1.3.31).
The super-prefecture of Domitius Ulpianus (not even men-
tioned by H.), who became praetorian prefect by 1st December
222 (Cod. Just. 4.65.4), and the tight control of administration
under the regency of Maesa and Mamaea could not be con-
ecaled by the adleetion of the praetorian prefect inter con-
sulares, supposedly to maintain the propricty ne quis non
senator de Romano senatore iudicaret; Jardé, Sévére Alexandre
35 ff., doubts whether other prefects were senators after
Ulpian, but Pflaum, Marbre de Thorigny 39 fi., argues for
T. Lorenius Celsus, L. Didius Marinus, L. Domitius Honoratus
and M. Aedinus Julianus as senatorial prefects; cf. Stein,
Eunomia 1 (1957) 6, for the last two after 223.

2 Restoration of buildings and shrines occupies a prominent
place in the coinage of A.; e.g. the completion of the restora-
tion of the Colosseum in 223 (cf. SHA, Elag. 17.8, Alex. 24.3,
BMC V1. 128-9, nos. 156-8); the Nymphaeum in 226; the
Mint in 228. The temple of Elagabalus on the Palatine may
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government, was approved by the people and the
soldiers as well as the senate.l

For a start the statues of the gods, which the pre-
vious emperor had moved from their places, were re-
turned to their original ancient temples and shrines.?
Those who had been advanced to positions of honour
and power without justification, or who had been pro-
moted for their notoriety in crimes, were deprived of
their benefices and all instructed to return to their
previous status and occupation.® All civil and legal

have been rededicated to Jupiter Ultor; Brown, AJA 42
(1938) 129, BMC VI. 57, though doubted by Ziegler, RE
(Palatium). Dio (Xiph.) 79.21.2 says that the god Elagabalus
was banished from Rome (though destined to return under
Gallienus and Aurelian).

3 Cf. SHA, Alex. 15.1-2. Some cxamples of men restored
to positions of importance, previously dismissed or idle under
E. are Marius Maximus (dismissed from the urban prefecture
in 218, now made cos. Il in 223), Comazon (dismissed by E
from the urban prefecture in 221, now re-employed as urban
prefect for the third time in 222, 5.7.6n), perhaps the later
emperor M. Antonius Gordianus, though his earlier career is
almost unknown. (7.5.2n), Julius Flavianus, praetorian pre-
feet 218, now restored to the same position (Pippidi, Epig.
Beitr. z. Qesch. Histrias 163—77). But the break in continuity
should not be exaggerated. Cassius Dio, said by Millar,
Cassius Dio 25-7, to have been unemployed under E. must
(according to the new date of Ulpian’s downfall in 223/4, P.Oxy.
2565) have served in Afriea and Dalmatia under E., but was
given an important military province of Pannonia Superlor c.
2223 ( (cf. Dio (Xiph.) 80.4.2). Jardé, Sévére Alexandre 60n,
gives a list of men serving both emperors, and the album of
patrons of Canusium in 223 (some senators “ les plus en vue
in the new régime) contains many previously honoured by E.,
and some who had been execrated by the senate after the
death of Caracalla; Pflaum, Marbre de Thorigny 37-49. The
continuity came from the Syrian Augustae.
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1 Consultation with prudentes (some of whom were jurists)
had always been the practice of emperors, and from Hadrian’s
time turis periti had regularly been on the consilium; the great
jurist prefects, Ulpian and Julius Paulus were inevitably
close advisers ex officio {(cf. SHA, Alex. 31.2-3). There may
therefore have been a legal committee of the council (SHA,
Alezx. 18.1, looks like an anachronism).

2 Like the legal experts, the amici militares were represented
among the advisers on the council; there is therefore nothing
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business and administration was put in the charge
of the men with the highest rhetorical reputation and
legal skill.l Military affairs were entrusted to men
of proved reputations for maintaining discipline and
waging wars.?

After a long period of this type of government in
the empire, Maesa, already an old woman, died and
received imperial honours and deification,® accord-
ing to Roman practice. Mamaea, left alone with 5
her son, still tried to control and dominate him.
Realizing that he was now a young man in his prime,
she was also afraid that his youthful vigour might
perhaps be encouraged by his unrestricted position
of power and drive him to commit some of the crimes
associated with his forebears.* Therefore the palace
was put under strict guard and no one with a reputa-
tion for loose living was allowed to come near the
young lad, for fear his morals would be corrupted if
sycophants directed his vigorous enthusiasms towards

improbable about a committee of such men to deal with
military matters and advise on action; cf. Crook, Consilium
Principis 114, Fink-Hoey-Snyder, YCS 7 (1940) 37.
Discipline in Rome and the provinces did not improve under
the experts (6.4.7n).

3 H. appears to have exaggerated the length of time before
Maesa died. The weight of evidence shows that she died
sometime after November 224 (she does not appear deified in
the acta Arvalium of that date), but before August 226 (the
latest for A.’s marriage to Orbiana); the evidence is collected
by Fink-Hoey-Snyder, YCS 7 (1940) 22 and 113 {.; consecratio
coins are undated, but come about 225, BMC VI. 135 ff.

¢ This meaning of the much disputed Greek genikos is justi-
fied by Stroth; other suggestions are ‘‘ sexual crimes’’ or
‘“general (i.e. greater) crimes.’”” See the discussion in
Irmisch, Herod. Hist. ad loc.
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1 See 5.8.10n for the problem of chronology.

? The reference is to scnators, as was understood by the
author of SHA, Alexr. 52.2, quoting H.; perhaps the word
BovAevry has dropped out, but, in view of what follows, I agree
with Mendelssohn that this clause is an interpolation. In view
of the execution recorded in 6.1.10, H. may only mean (as
is stated more generally below) that A. never executed a
senator without trial.
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low desires. His mother urged him to occupy him-
self continually with judicial work for most of the
day, hoping that while he was busy on extremely
important business, essential to imperial rule, he
would have no chance to turn his attention to any
vice. Alexander’s character was naturally gentle
and docile, always inclined to show sympathy. This
he demonstrated as he grew older. Certainly, up
to the fourteenth year? of his reign he ruled without
bloodshed {and one could not name anyone executed
by him].2 Even though some people were guilty of
very serious crimes, Alexander spared them from
execution, an ideal which no other emperor of our
time has found easy to practise or preserve since
Marcus’ reign.® But throughout the many years of
Alexander’s rule it would be impossible to recall the
name of a person executed without trial.

Alexander also found fault with his mother 4 and
was very much upset to see her avarice and absolute

3 Some confirmation is to be found in Cod. Just. 9.8.1 which
lightened the law of maiestas. The legislative activity of this
reign is illustrated by about 450 edicts and constitutions in
the Codex, not all of them in the direction of lenicncy.

4 Of. 5.3.3n, 6.5.9n. Herodian implies that Mamaea’s
domination did not occur until after the death of Maesa.
Zon. 12.15 is too general (he does not mention Maesa) to be
understood as more than that Mamaea’s power increased
after the death of E.; Mamaea’s titles indicate that up to
224 she was on a par with Maesa (mater Augusti et castrorum),
but that by 227 she had increased her prestige considerably
(mater Augusti ef castrorum et senatus ef patriae and later mater
universi generis humani). Mamaea had probably intrigued to
obtain special powers for the praetorian prefect, Ulpian, whom
Zos. 1.11.2 says she intended to be custos et consors imperii;
cf. Plaum, Marbre de Thorigny 41-4.
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1 §mor A

1 (Gneia Seia Herennia Sallustia Barbia Orbiana; her full
name appears on Alexandrian coins in the years 225/6 and
226/7; Vogt, Alex. Minzen 1.127-8; cf. ILS 486. Roman
coins of ¢. 225 (special marriage issue) name her as Sallustia
Barbia Orbiana, BMC VI. 142 ff. The family may be con-
nected with a Herennius Orbianus (under Pius) or Seius
Fuscianus (amicus of M. Aurelius) or the Barbii of Aquileia;
Fink, AJP 60 (1939) 329 ff., Pflaum, Rev. Arch. (1953) 72-6.
Nothing is known of a daughter of Macrinus (-rianus?) re-
corded in SHA, Alex. 49.3 (supposedly Dexippus), or of
Sulpicia Memmia in SHA, Alex. 20.3; cf. Alez. 58.1 (Varius
Macrinus, adfinis etus) and ILS 1355 (Q. Sallustius Macrianus,
rejected by Pflaum, Carriéres, no. 227).

2 Tentatively identified as Seius Caesar on the Feriale
Duranum by Fink, AJP 60 (1939) 326-32 (who gives him the
full name of L. (Cn.?) Seius Herennius Sallustius Barbius,
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obsession with money. She alleged that she was
saving it in order to enable Alexander to make a
generous ex gratie payment to the troops without
difficulty. But she was making a private hoard. This
cast a certain cloud upon his reign, though Alexander
opposed and deplored her forcible confiscation of
some people’s inherited property.

His mother provided a wife ! for him from a patri-
cian family but, though he lived with her and loved
her, Mamaea banished her from the palace with
insults. Wishing to be the only empress, Mamaea
was jealous of the title of Augusta going to the girl.
The abuse went to such lengths that the father of
the girl,? in spite of his high position of honour as
father-in-law to Alexander, could not stand the
insults Mamea offered him and his daughter. He
took refuge in the military camp 3 and, though he
acknowledged his gratitude to Alexander for his

though the identification is open to doubt; Weinstock, JRS 32
(1942) 128). If true that A.’s father-in-law was given the
name of Caesar, this may have been what Dexippus referred
to in SHA, Alex. 49.3—4; CIL VIII. 15524 (Thugga) is a
damaged inseription of ¢. 224/5 recording someone as Caesar.
ILAlg 1.2095, which may also refer to the father-in-law, is
too badly damaged to restore with any certainty; cf. 4lbo 340.

3 The second attempt in the reign to rouse the praetorians
to riot. In 223 or early 224 (see P.Oxzy. 2565 for the date)
there were three days of rioting between guards and populace,
from * some small cause,” Dio (Xiph.) 80.2.2-4, Zon. 12.15;
though probably due to discontent caused by Ulpian’s
removal of the prefects Julius Flavianus and (Geminius?)
Chrestus, Zos. 1.11. Control over the praetorians appears to
have been tenuous in 229, when Alexander advised Cassius
Dio, consul for that year, not to spend his time in Rome for
fear of his unpopularity with the guards. Evidently the
reign was far from the ideal described by H.
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,2.01‘iginally y’ (i-e. 3) eorrupted to wy’ (i.e. 13) and (below)
&’ (i.e. 4) corrupted to 18" {1.e. 14) conj Dindliker

3 [reooapeowar] om Cassola 7& reoo. &rer om P

* *Apratdpns Stav (throughout) from Agathias Hist. 2.26 f.,
4.23 f. but Dio (Xiph.) 80.3.2 as here

L T have accepted the emendation of (assola, RAAN 38
(1963) 141-3, though with some hesitation; cf. 5.8.10n. In
6.9.3 and 6.9.8 H. knows that A. ruled for fourteen years; it is
inconceivable therefore that he imagined two major campaigns,
against Persia and the Germans, to have taken place within
one year (even if he had not been a contemporary). It is
also typical of H.’s technique that he allows the episodic
narrative to overlap with the chronological, which a copyist,
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honours, he laid charges against Mamaea for her
insults. Furious at this, the empress ordered him
to be executed and the girl, already turned out of
the palace, was exiled to Libya. These actions were
done in face of the opposition of Alexander, who was
compelled to acquiesce. Completely dominated by
his mother, he did exactly as he was told. This was
the one thing for which he can be faulted; that he
obeyed his mother in matters of which he dis-
approved because he was over-mild and showed
greater respect to her than he ought to have done.
2. So for thirteen years Alexander ruled without
cause for complaint as far as he himself was con-
cerned. But in his tenth® year unexpected letters
came from the governors of Syria and Mesopotamia
with information that Artaxerxes, king of the
Persians, had defeated the Parthians, broken up their
eastern kingdom and killed Artabanus, the previous
great king who wore the double crown.2 He had also

failing to understand, has attempted to rationalize. But the
error may simply be due to careless writing and two different
chronological systems. The year mentioned here was 230,
the year in which A. celebrated his decennalia (even though
trib. pot. 1X), reckoning from 221 as Caesar, BMC V1. 74.

2 In 208 Ardashir (= Artaxerxes) seized control over the Sass-
anians in Persis, a vassal state under the Arsacids, and began to
expand his power over neighbouring states, doubtless assisted
by the rivalry between Artaban V and Vologaeses V for the Par-
thian throne. Artaban established his primacy at Susa by 5th
September 221, the date of a recently discovered relief
(Girshman, Mon. et Mém. Acad. Inscr. et Belles-Lett. 44 (1950)
97-107). Almost immediately he engaged Ardashir in a
series of battles and was finally defeated in early 224 (6.2.7n).
Since the coinage of Vologaeses in Seleucia terminates
abruptly in 222/3, it can be assumed he too had been defeated
by Ardashir the year before.
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