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ERRATA (Vor. I)

Page xiv, line 7 from bottom : for boredom, read boredom. (full

stop for comma)

,» xxvi, line 6, and elsewhere : for viz. read viz

2

19, margin : for Parro read Parrot
109, note a: for xpwoiv read ypvoody
165, margin : for conjuga read conjugal
185, line 1: for un read un-
191, margin of ch. 28: for ¢ Perseus read ‘ Perseus’
257, note 5: for 1875 read 1876
335, last line : for knowledge. read knowledge, (comma, for
full stop) :
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AELIAN

ON THE CHARACTERISTICS
OF ANIMALS

BOOK VI

1. Men have need of the spoken word to stimul.ate
and persuade them to be good, to banish cowar(?,lce,
to gather courage : athletes, with a view to running ;

soldiers, with a view to fighting. Animals however Am.mat
need no extraneous encouragement but stimulate ¢o%rag

their prowess for themselves and rouse and inc_ite
themselves. For instance, the Boar when intending
to do battle, whets his tusks on smooth rocks.
Homer, you know, gives clear evidence touching jche
animal [{1. 18. 471). Further, the Lion rouses him-
self by lashing himself with his tail and allows no
idling and no repose. And this the poet knew when
he spoke of the Lion [II. 20. 170]. And Elephants
inflame themselves for the fight, whenever the occa-
sion arises, by beating themselves with their .trl.mk:
they need no one to sing to them and say ‘ This is no
time for sitting still or for delaying’ [Bace. fr. 11
Jebb], still less do they wait for the poems of Tyr-

taeus. And when a Bull that is the leader of a herd The ?ulg
is defeated by another leader, he departs to some i defea

other place and becomes his own trainer and prac-
tises every method of fighting, scattering the dust
over himself and rubbing his horns against tree-

% Reiske : wpooavarpifwy xal Bnladv Podv dareydpevos.
II
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ON ANIMALS, VI. 1—2

trunks and fitting himself in oth_el: ways to display his
strength, and particularly abstaining from sexual acts
and living continently like Iccus of Tarentum, whom
Plato the son of Ariston celebrates [Legg. 8. 839 E].as
refraining from all sexual commerce during the entire

eriod of the Games. Now to Iccu's, who was a man
and who loved the Olympicand Pythiangamesand who
understood what glory was and wl'lo longed for fame,
it was no great matter to restrain l_nmself ar%d to spend
the nights continently. For to him the prizes meant
glory—the wild olive of Olymp}a, t.he ‘Istbml.an pine,
and the Pythian laurel, admiration in h{s lifetime, and
after death an honoured name. Again, the harper
Amoebeus, I am told, married a woman of surpassing
beauty but had no intercourse with her when he was
going to the theatre in order to compete there. And
Diogenes the actor in tragedies eschewed absolutely
all licentious unions. And Clitomachus the pancra-
tiast, if ever he saw dogs coupling, would turn away ;
and if at a wine party he heard some licentious anfi
bawdy story, would get up and leave. There is
nothing surprising that being men they should_be—
have so, either in order to make money or to achieve
renown and fame. But, O son of Ariston,_when a bull
overcomes his adversary, what proclamation annqun;
ces his victory, and what prizes do men award him?

2. Brute beasts are in the habit of not _molesting
their companions and of frequently sparing them.
For instance, I have heard the following story. A
hunter had a Leopard which he had tamed from its

.,
3 Schn: kal dmoflavdvra. t o0 mavry.

5 Reiske : dmo-.
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A tame
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ON ANIMALS, VI. 2—3

earliest days and which he loved and tended assidu-
ously as though it were his friend or darling. Now
he brought a kid and gave it to the Leopard alive,
thinking to provide it at once with food and with the
leasure of tearing the kid to pieces, and supposing
that it would refuse to eat dead meat. In fact when
the kid was brought the Leopard controlled itself:
being full-fed it needed to abstain from food. And
it did the same on the second day, for it still needed
the medicine of starvation. But when the third day
came it began to grow hungry and, as usual, showed
that it was by the sound of its voice; for all that, it
still would not touch the kid which had been its
friend for two days, but left it alone, though it
accepted another one.
Men however have betrayed even their brothers
and their parents and old friends; there have been
many and frequent cases.

3. I have described in some earlier passage * how The Bear

the Bear produces some shapeless flesh and then licks
it into shape and, so to say, moulds it. But what I
have not already mentioned I will mention now, and

this is a suitable occasion. It gives birth in the winter

time, and having done so, hibernates; and as it
dreads the frosts it awaits the coming of spring, and
would never bring its cubs out until three full months
have passed. But when it perceives that it is preg-
nant it dreads this as though it were some sickness,
and seeks for alair. (Hence the Bear’s hibernation is
called its ‘lair period.’) Then it enters, not on its
feet but lying down, thus effacing its tracks for those
who hunt it, for it drags itself along on itsback. And

¢ See 2. 19,
15
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ON ANIMALS, VI. 3-3

having entered, it rests, and in some way redu.ces its
figure; and this it does for forty days. Ansto}:le
however says [H4 600 b 2] that the Bear remains
motionless and does not stir for fourteen days, and
for the remainder she just turns. So she passes _th.e
entire forty days without food or nourishment it is
enough for her to lick her right paw. And owing to
excessive colliquescence her intestines become wrink-
led up and compressed. Knowing this, as soon as she
emerges she eats some of the plant called * wild
arum 3¢ and as this induces flatulence, it opens up
her gut, widens it, and renders it capable of admitting
food. And when she has filled herself out once more,
she eats some ants and obtains an easy evacuation:
I have now sufficiently described how Bears empty
and fill their bodies by natural means without any
need, my fellow men, of doctors or of concoctions.

4. When Snakes intend to eat fruit they swallow The Snake,
the juice of the herb called picris.® It helps to pre- ;tgig;gt of
vent them from being filled with wind. And when
they intend to lie in wait for a human being or an
animal, they eat poisonous roots and herbs too of the
same description. So it seems that Homer too was
aware of what they ate. For instance, he tells [JI.

23. 93] how a Snake waits for a man, lying coiled up
near its lurking-place, after it has taken its fill of
much poisonous, deadly provender.

5. When Deer have cast their antlers they go and The Stag

. and its
hide in coverts and so protect themselves against at- anters
@ Cuckoo-pint. b See 1.35 n.
3 Valck : dva. ¢ Cobet: éodvv- Mss H.
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tackers; and rightly so, for as they are without
means of self-defence they are convinced that they
have for the time being lost their strength. It is said
also that, while the stumps are still fresh and before
they have hardened and the young horns, called
chondroi, have begun to form, they take care that
the sun’s rays shall not fall upon them and cause the

flesh to putrefy.

6. When Horses march to battle they become sus- The Horse
picious at having to jump trenches, at having to leap in battle

over pits and to pass through stakes and palisades and
the like. And one finds Homer saying about such

 matters [11. 12. 49]

‘ Thus Hector passing through the throng im-
plored his comrades, urging them to cross the
trench. But even his swift horses dared not, but
neighed loudly as they stood upon the sheer brink,
for the yawning trench dismayed them, not easy to
leap from close up, nor to cross.’

7. In Egypt near the lake Moeris as it is called, The Crow ot
where is Crocodilopolis, the tomb of a Crow is K& Mares

pointed out. The Egyptians give the following
reason. The King of Egypt (Mares ¢ was his name)
possessed a remarkable Crow which was quite tame.
Any despatches that he wished to have delivered any-
where this Crow would speedily carry ; and it was the
swiftest of messengers: having heard its destination,
it knew where it must direct its flight to, which spot
it must pass, and where it must pause on arrival. In

2 Mares {or Marres) is the Greek form of ‘Moeris’, the

nickname given to King Amenemhet ITT; see Hdt. 2. 101 with
How-Wells’s note.
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ceward for these services Mares honoured it when
dead with a monument and a tomb.

8. Every animal has a special word to denote the
care spent on its upbringing. For example, one
might speak of the ‘ breaking in’ of horses, the
¢ rearing’ of hounds, the ‘ grooming’ of elephants,
the ‘ rearing * of lions, the ‘ rearing ’ of birds, and
SO fOI’th.

9. Now here the Bear shows its clever tricks. Ifit
is pursued together with its cubs it pushes them along
in front as far as itis able. But when it realises that
they are exhausted, it carries one on its back and
another in its mouth, then laying hold of a tree, climbs
up. And one cub clings to its back with its claws,
while the other is carried in the teeth of the Bear as
it mounts. If when famished it comes across a bull,
it does not engage in a straightforward battle of
strength, but wrestles with it and seizing its neck
brings it down and tightens its clench. And while
the bull is being crushed it bellows, until at last’
it gives up and lies dead; and the Bear takes-its
fill.

10 (i). Here is further evidence to show that ani-
mals are apt at learning. Under the Ptolemies the
Egyptians taught baboons their letters, how to dance,
how to play the flute and the harp. And a baboon
would demand money for these accomplishments, and
would put what was given him into a bag which he
carried attached to his person, just like professional
beggars. It has long been noised abroad that the
people of Sybaris have even taught horses how to
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dance.® Of the ease with which elephants can be
induced to learn I have spoken above? Now dogs
are capable of managing household affairs for those
who have trained them, and for a poor man it is
enough to have a dog as slave. There are after all
people who are without slaves even of this kind,
among the Arabs for instance the Troglodytes, among
the Libyans the Nomads, and among the Ethijopians
all the lake-dwellers, people who have never learnt
to eat anything other than fish.

(i) Animals retain the memory of their experi- ﬁiﬁ‘;{g"“

ences and have no need of those mnemonic systems
devised by Simonides, by Hippias, and by Theodectes,
or by any other of those who have been extolled for
their profession and their skill in this matter. For
instance, a cow goes to the spot where her calf was
taken from her and mourns for it, lowing as is her
wont. Some oxen too when about to be yoked ex-
press their pleasure, others draw back. And a horse
on hearing the clash of curb-chain and the clang of
bit, and seeing chest-plates and frontlets, begins to
snort and makes his hoofs ring as he prances, and is
in an ecstasy. And the shouting of the stablemen
stimulates him and he pricks up his ears and dilates
his nostrils as he remembers his galloping and yearns
irresistibly for his wonted exercise.

11. The Deer produces its young by the roadside The Deer
and appears to do so from a wise precaution, because young

it dreads wild beasts and their designs, but has no
fear of human beings: it knows full well that it is
weaker than the former, but has no doubt that it can
escape from the latter. But when it has grown fat it

¢ See 16. 23. b See 2. 11.
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would no longer give birth by the roadside, fqr it
xnows that it is too sluggish to run, and so it b'rmgs
forth its young in glens, in thickets, and in ravines.

12. The Land Tortoise after eating some marj oram %_);’;gise and
treats a viper with contempt. Butifitlacks marjoram
it arms itself against its enemy by consuming some
rue. If however it fails to find either, it is killed.

. The Deer (so I am told) is content with what The Deer,
is %)?;:fore it and glas no furthe)r wants, l_)ut is more ts frugality
frugal than man in its appetite. For instance, in
the neighbourhood of the Hellespont th-ere is a hill

astured by Deer, which have one of their ears cleft,
and they do not stray beyond this hill, do not want
strange food, desire no other meadows ﬁ:om any nee.d
of a larger amount of grass; so what is at hand is .
enough for them the whole year round. What have
you, O men, to say to this, you whom

‘not even all the wealth contained within the
Archer’s ® threshold of stone ’ [Hom. II. 9. 404]

would satisfy until the day of death?

14. The Hyena, according to Aristotle,® has in .its ;If"spi 53’5&2’
left paw the power of sending to sleep and can with poec
a mere touch induce torpor. For instance, it often
visits stables, and when it finds any creature asleep
it creeps softly up and puts what you might call its
sleep-inducing paw upon the creature’s nose, and it
is suffocated and overpowered. Meantime the
Hyena scoops out the earth beneath the head to such

¢ Apollo.
b Not in any extant work; fr. 321 (Rose, p. 347).
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a depth as makes the head bend back into the hole,
Jeaving the throat uppermost and exposed. There-
upon it fastens on to the animal, throttles it, and
carries it off to its lair. And it attacks dogs in the
following manner. When the moon’s disc is full, the
Hyena gets the rays behind it and casts its own
shadow upon the dogs and at once reduces them to
silence, and having bewitched them, as sorceresses do,
it then carries them off tongue-tied and thereafter
puts them to such use as it pleases.

15. The story of a Dolphin’s love for a beautiful
boy at Tassus % has long been celebrated, and I am
determined not to leave it unrecorded; it shall
accordingly be told.

The gymnasium at Iassus is situated close to the
sea, and after their running and their wrestling the
youths in accordance with an ancient custom go
down there and wash themselves. Now while they
were swimming about, a Dolphin fell passionately in
love with a boy of remarkable beauty. At first when
it approached, it frightened the boy and completely
scared him; later on however, through constant
meeting, it even led the boy to conceive a warm
friendship and kindly feelings towards it. For in-
stance, they began to sport with one another; and
sometimes they would compete, swimming side by
side in rivalry, sometimes the boy would mount, like
a rider on a horse, and be carried proudly along on
the back of his lover. And to the people of Iassus
and to strangers the event seemed marvellous. For

¢ Town on SW coast of Caria.

5 kal éx.
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the Dolphin would go a long way out to sea with its
darling on its back and as far as it pleased its rider;
then it would turn and bring him close to the beach,
and they would part company and return, the Dol-
phin to the open sea, the boy to his home. And the
Dolphin used to appear at the hour when the gym-
pasium was dismissed, and the boy was delighted to
find his friend expecting him and to play together.
And besides his natural beauty, this too made him
the admired of all, namely that not only men but
even dumb animals thought him a boy of surpassing
Joveliness.

In a little while however even this mutual affection
was destroyed by Envy.¢ Thus, it happened that
the boy exercised himself too vigorously, and in an
exhausted state threw himself belly downwards on to
his mount, and as the spike on the Dolphin’s dorsal
fin chanced to be erect it pierced the beautiful boy’s
navel. Whereupon certain veins were severed;
there followed a gush of blood; and presently the
boy died. The Dolphin perceiving this from the
weight—for the boy lay heavier than usual, as he
could not lighten himself by breathing—and seeing
the surface of the water crimson with blood, realised
what had happened and could not bear to survive its
darling. And so with all the gathered force of a ship
dashing through the waves it made its way to the
beach and deliberately cast itself upon the shore,
bringing the dead body withit. And there they both
lay, the boy already dead, the Dolphin breathing its
last. (But Lafus,” my good Euripides, did not act

¢ Ie. divine envy; cp. Soph. Ph. 776.
b Lajus, King of Thebes, loved Chrysippus, the son of
Pelops. See Nauck T'GF p. 632.
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soin the case of Chrysippus, although, as you yourself
and the common report tell me, he was the first among
the Greeks to inaugurate the love of boys.) And
the people of Iassus to requite the ardent friendship
pbetween the pair built one common tomb for the

peautiful youth and the amorous Dolphin, with a
monument at the head. It was a handsome boy
riding upon a Dolphin, And the inhabitants struck
coins of silver and of bronze and stamped them with a
device showing the fate of the pair, and they com-
memorated them by way of homage to the operation
of the god @ who was so powerful.

And I learn that at Alexandria also, in the reign of
Ptolemy I1? a Dolphin was similarly enamoured; at
Puteoli also, in Italy. So, had these facts been
known to Herodotus, I think they would have sur-

rised him no less than what happened to Arion of
Methymna.®

16. Dogs, oxen, swine, goats, snakes, and other Propbetic

animals have a presentiment of an impending famine ;
they are the first too to know when a pestilence or an
earthquake is approaching. They can foretell fair
weather and the fertility of the crops. Though de-
void of reason, which can be a man’s salvation or his
destruction, they are not mistaken at any rate in the
matters mentioned above.

17. In the country of those known as Judaeans or Serpent in

Edomites the natives of the time of Herod the King
used to tell of a Serpent of enormous size being

¢ The God of Love.
¢ Ptolemy II, Philadelphus, 308-246 B.c.
¢ See Hdt. 1. 23-4.
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moured of 2 lovely girl: he used to visit her and
er;ar even slept with her like an ardent lover. Now
151: girl was terrified of her lover, although he slid up
to her as softly and gently as he could. So she
escaped from him and remained away for a month,
apposing that the Serpent in consequence of his
Zﬁhno’s sbsence would forget her. But loneliness
au, mgnted his misery, and every day and night he
used to haunt the place. Since however he did not
fnd the object of his desire, he too felt all the pains
ofa disappointed lover. But when the girl came back
once more, he arrived and, encircling her with the rest
of his body, with his tail gently lashed her legs, pre-
sumably in anger at finding himself despised. So
he @ that is above even Zeus himself and the other
ods does not overlook even brute beasts, but by
these and by other acts manifests his relations

towards them.

18. Snakes, conscious that they have a narrow,
elongated gullet, despite the fact that they are
greedy and exceedingly voracious, as Aristotle says
[HA 594 a 18], rise upright and stand upon the tip
of their tail, so that food slides down into them and
passes into the bulk of their body. And having no
feet they crawl at a great speed. Indeed one snake
Jaunches itself and flies with the speed of a javelin;
and its name is derived from its action, for it is called
Acontias (the Javelin-snake).

& The God of Love.

1" odxobv. 2 Schn: rés odpds.
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19. Not one of the birds that sing and make melody

has escaped observation, but we know that swallows, B

blackbirds, and the tribe of cicadas sing, that the jay
is talkative, that the cricket buzzes,* the locust makes
a light strumming, the grasshopper is not silent, and
moreover that haleyons and parrots are vocal, while
among aquatic creatures the croak of the male frog
is not silent. And of these some utter a plaintive
feminine note, others a note shrill and piercing; and
some sing as they hurry from branch to branch, as
though they were changing house, while others carol
in the meadows as though they were holding festival,
and while leading an existence that is, as it were, all
flowers and delicacy, hail (so I would say) with their
music the coming of spring. Touching swans and
the god whose ministers they are I have spoken
above? Now the jay can imitate all other sounds
but especially the human voice. And the buff-
backed heron, as it is called, and the salpinz (trum-
pet) ¢ and the wryneck and the raven are peculiarly
fitted to imitate the following sounds. The buff-
backed heron represents the neighing of a horse;
the salpinx, the instrument whose name it bears ; and
the wryneck, the cross-flute; while the raven tries to
imitate the sound of raindrops. ’

@ *Axpis elsewhere in Ael. is a.locust; it can hardly bear this
meamng here. I have ventured to render it ‘ cricket,’ signify-
1ng the © field-cricket,” Acheta or Gryllus campestris.

b See 2. 32; 5. 34.

° Thompson does not cite this passage in his Glossary, s.v.
odMmyé, which cannot here = dJpyilos; a wren. Gossen
(§ 192) suggests the Roller, Coracias garrulus.

3§ kak-. ,
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20. The male Scorpion is exceedingly ferocious, The

put the female seems to be of a milder temper. And

T have heard that there are eleven kinds:% one is kinds

white, while another is red, another smoke-colour,
there is also a black kind; I have learnt also that
there is one kind that is green, another pot-bellied,
and another that resembles a crab. But it is com-
monly said that the fiercest is the fiery-coloured one.
I have also learned by report that there are Scorpions
with wings and others with a double sting, and some-
where one has been seen with seven vertebrae. The
Scorpion is not oviparous but viviparous. And it
should be known that some say that the offspring of
these creatures are not produced by mating but . . .
heat causes Scorpions to be exceedingly prolific.
And how they allinflict their sting, and the effect this
produces, and how they kill, you will learn from
another source.

21. In India, I am told, the Elephant and the
Python (?) are the bitterest enemies. Now Elephants
draw down the branches of trees and feed upon them.
And the Pythons, knowing this, crawl up the trees
and envelop the lower half of their bodies in the
foliage, but the upper portion extending to the head
they allow to hang loose like a rope. And the
Elephant approaches to pluck the twigs, whereat the
Python springs at its eyes and gouges them out.
Buihus oceitanus 3 pédas, Androctonus afer (cp. 15. 26; 17.40);
yhwpds, if equivalent to the pediyAwpos of Nic. Th. 797, may be
Androctonus (Buthus) australis.  The mrepwrds is perhaps the
harmless insect Panorpa communis. There are no scorpions
“with two stings ’ or ‘with seven vertebrae.” Kaprwoedrs is
perhaps the Crab-spider, Thomisius onustus ; see J. H. Fabre,
Life of the Spider, 181. See also Gossen §§ 42—4.
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Next the snake winds round the Elephant’s neck,
and [as it clings to the tree?]¢ with the lower part
of its body, it tightens its hold with the upper part
and strangles the Elephant with an unusual and
singular noose.

92. To the lion fire and a cock are utterly hateful ; Enmities
to the leopard a hyena, to the scorpion a gecko. Z;‘gjﬁm of
Thus, if the aforesaid creature is brought near to a
scorpion, the latter is seized with numbness. And
the elephant shrinks from the python; and every
beast of burden dreads the shrew-mouse; the lob-
ster, the octopus. Furthermore if you were to try
to push dogs off the roof, you would not succeed in
throwing them down: they are afraid of the great
danger involved.

23. What ingenuity, peculiar to their kind, Nature The
seems to have imparted to Scorpions! The people F5oen
of Libya dreading their numbers and their machina-
tions, devise endless schemes to counter them: they
wear high boots; they sleep in beds raised high
above the ground, setting their bed-cords away
from the walls; they place the feet of their beds in
vessels full of water, and imagine that they wil
thereafter sleep without fear andin peace. Butwhat
tricks do the Scorpions devise! If a Scorpion can
find some spot in the roof to which he can hang,
he clings to it firmly with his claws and lets down

@ The text is corrupt and the translation is conjectural.

8 Reiske: pnyavals adrods puplais.
7 duremwoobol ¢pulaTTopEvoL.

8 Jac: xeipas. % 76y dpodov.
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his sting. Then a second descends from the roof,
crawls down over the first, and with his claws
holds fast to his sting and lets his own dangle in the
air. Then a third holds on to that, and a fourth
on to the third, and a fifth in a line, while those that
follow crawl down over the preceding ones. Then
the last Scorpion strikes the sleeper; crawls up again
over the one above; after him the next; then the
third from the bottom; then the rest, until the
entire lot are disconnected, just as if they had undone
a chain.

94. The Fox is a crafty creature. For instance, it The Fox
plots against Hedgehogs in the following way. It hogs

cannot overcome them by a direct attack, the reason
being that their prickles prevent it; and so, gingerly
and taking great care of its mouth, it turns them over
and lays them on their back and after ripping them
open, easily devours those whom till then it dreaded.

And this is the way that Foxes hunt Bustards in
Pontus. They reverse themselves and put their
head down upon the ground and stick their tail up,
like a bird’s neck. And the bustards are taken in
and approach, supposing it to be some bird of their
own kind; then when they come close up, they are
easily caught by the Fox, which turns upon them
and attacks them violently.

Their manner of catching very small fishes is andsmall

extremely dexterous. They move along the bank of *
a stream and trail their tailsin the water. And the

7 Schn: wpolagwv.
8 émorpagpel s dAds
paspelons Tfs dAdmexros.
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fish swim up and are immeshed and entangled in the
thick hairs. When the Foxes notice this, they with-
draw from the water and go to dry ground where they
shake their tails thoroughly : the little fishes tumble
out, and the Foxes make a delicious meal.

The people of Thrace use this animal as an indica- Fox tests
tor of whether a frozen river is safe to cross. And if Shrengt of
the Fox runs across without the ice bending or giving
way beneath its tread, they make bold to follow. The
Fox tests the safety of the transit in the following
manner : it puts its ear down to the ice, and if it hears
no sound of the flow beneath and no murmur in the
depths, it has no fear, the ice being solid, and it
races over without hesitation. Otherwise it would
not set foot upon it.

95. Poets pay homage to the daughter of Iphis®
and the theatres are packed when they celebrate this
famous heroine, since she excelled all other women
in her chaste resolve, reckoning her husband more
precious than her own life.

But animals have not been wanting in inordinate Devotion of
affection. For instance, the hound of Erigone ? died iheor masters
upon the body of its mistress: also the hound of
Silanio ¢ upon the body of its master, and neither
force nor blandishment could move it from the grave.

And when Darius, the last King of Persia,? was struck

¢ Daughter of Icarius, hanged herself on finding her father
slain.

¢ Tzetzes, repeating the story (Chil. 4. 200), adds that he
was a Roman general. More than that I have been unable
to discover. :

¢ Darius III, ¢. 380-330 B.c., defeated at Issus aud Gau-
gamela by Alexander and finally murdered by his own
followers.
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ON ANIMALS, VI. 25-26

by Bessus in the battle against Alexander and lay
dead, all forsook the corpse, only the dog which had
been reared under his care remained faithfully at his
side, unwilling to abandon, as though he was still
alive, the man who could no longer tend him. Xeno-
phon the son of Gryllus is clearly using the high-
flown language of youth when he relates [4n. 1. 8. 27]
a similar tale of the friends of Cyrus the Younger,?
how his table-companions alone stood fast at his
side and were slain along with him, while the eunuch
who held the office of sceptre-bearer and was called
Artapates, slew himself upon the corpse, not caring
to live henceforward without Cyrus. And the
hound of King Lysimachus? of its own free will
shared his death although its life might have been
saved.

26. The Monkey-spider has by some been called TheMonkey-
‘ the mountain-ranger,” but by others (I am_told) spider
‘ the wood-runner.’ ¢ It isborn on trees and is hairy.
It has also by some been called ‘ the flea.” Its belly
has a slight incision, so that one might say it had
been cut in two by a thread. It inflicts the most
dangerous bites, and they are attended by a trem-
bling on the part of the victim; there ensues a sharp
pain in the region of the heart; the urine is stopped;
and the other passage also becomes blocked. It
seems that the remedy for these afflictions is to eat
a river-crab. : ' 2

¢ Cyrus, see 1. 59 note c. ‘

b General of Alexander the Great, became King of Thrace,
defeated in battle by Seleucus, 281 B.c.

¢ May be identical with the wolf-spider of Arist. H4 622
b°30, or more probably the malmignatte.
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ON ANIMALS, VI. 2729

27. The Tom-cat is extremely lustful, but the The st

Female cat is devoted to her kittens and tries to avoid
sexual intercourse with the male, because the semen
which he ejaculates is exceedingly hot and like fire,
and burns the female organ. Now the Tom-cat
knowing this, makes away with their kittens, and the
Female in her yearning for other offspring yields to
his lust. They say that Cats hate and abhor all foul-
smelling objects, and that is why they dig a hole
before they discharge their excrement, so that .they
may get it out of sight by throwing earth upon it.

28. They say that the Octopus is the most in- The Octopus

continent of fish and copulates until all the strength
of its body is drained away, leaving it weak, incapable
of swimming, and unable to seek for food; in conse-

uence of which it provides food for others, thus:
small fishes, and what are known as ‘ hermit-crabs,’
and crabs come about it and devour it. And they
say that this is the reason why the Octopus cannot
live for more than a year. - And as to the female, it
is soon exhausted by giving birth so frequently.

29. Phylarchus records how a youth who was Eaglesnd

deeply devoted to birds was presented with an 7
eaglet, and how he fed it on a variety of foods and
tended it with all possible care. He reared the bird
not as a plaything to sport with, but as a favourite or
as a younger brother, so full of thought was the
youth for the Eagle. As time passed it lit the flame

1 kal 9. 2 kal mpoiddy.
3 () add. H.
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of a strong mutual friendship. It happened that the
youth fell sick, and the Eagle stayed at his side and
nursed its keeper: while he slept, the bird remained
quiet; when he woke, it was there; if he took no
food, it refused to eat. And when the youth at last
died, the Eagle also followed him to the tomb, and as
the body burned it threw itself on to the pyre.

30. The Hake though not differing widely from The Hake

other fish in its inward parts, is nevertheless solitary
in its habits and cannot endure to live with other fish.
It is the only fish that has its heart in its belly and
stones in its brain resembling millstones. At the
rising of the Dog-star ¢ it alone lurks in its den, while
other fish are in the habit of doing so in the very
frostiest seasons.

31. Those who hunt Crabs have hit upon the de- The Crab

vice of luring them with music. At any rate they
catch them by means of a flageolet (this is the name
of an instrument). Now the Crabs have gone down
into their hiding-places, and the men begin to play.
And at the sound, as though by a spell, the Crabs are
induced to quit their den, and then captivated with
delight even emerge from the sea. But the flute-
players withdraw backwards and the Crabs follow
and when on the dry land are caught.

32. Those who live by the lake of Marea? catch The spras

the Sprats there by singing with the utmost shrillness,

@ About mid-July. .
b Near the westernmost mouth of the Nile.

- o o

2 mrayodpovs Tov Tpémov TolTov aipoioiv.
7

3 re. ¢ Jac: yoepwrdTen.
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accompanying their song with the clash of castanets.
And the fishes, like women dancing, leap to the tune
and fall into the nets spread for their capture. And
through their dancing and frolics the Egyptians
obtain an abundant catch.

33. I am informed that the Egyptians bring birds Bgyptian

down from the sky by some magic peculiar to them.
And they have certain spells to bewitch snakes and
draw them without any difficulty from their lurking-
places.

34. The Beaver is an amphibious creature: by day The Beaver

it lives hidden in rivers, but at night it roams the land,
feeding itself with anything that it can find. Now
it understands the reason why hunters come after it
with such eagerness and impetuosity, and it puts
down its head and with its teeth cuts off its testicles
and throws them in their path, as a prudent man who,
falling into the hands of robbers, sacrifices all that he
is carrying, to save his life, and forfeits his possessions
by way of ransom. If however it has already saved
its life by self-castration and is again pursued, then
it stands up and reveals that it offers no ground for
their eager pursuit, and releases the hunters from all
further exertions, for they esteem its flesh less.
Often however Beavers with testicles intact, after
escaping as far away as possible; have drawn in the
coveted part, and with great skill and ingenuity
tricked their pursuers, pretending that they no longer
possessed what they were keeping in concealment. .

2 (éavrdv) éxreuddv Reiske. 3 &,

4 £ v s 7 5 ¥
EQUTOVS AMOOTAOAVTES. €TXOV.
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35. The Buprestis (cow-inflater) is a creature which, The
if swallowed by a cow, causes it to swell and presently P7Prestis
to burst and die.

36. Caterpillars feed upon vegetables and in a short The
while destroy them. But they in turn are destroyed %%rpliar
if a woman with her monthly courses upon her walks
through the vegetables.

37. The worst enemies of cattle are the Gadfly and The Gadly
the Horsefly. The Gadfly is the size of the very
largest flies, and its sting is powerful and long, and it
makes a harsh buzzing sound. But the Horsefly is The Home-
like the dogfly: its buzz is louder than the Gadfly, ™
but its sting is smaller.®

38. Among all those who have been bitten by an The Asp
Asp there is no record of a single man having escaped
disaster. That is why (I am told) the Kings of
Egypt wear asps embroidered upon their crowns,
hinting through the figure of the aforesaid creature
at the invincibility of their rule. There are Asps its bite fatal
as much as five cubits long; the majority are black
or of an ashy hue; and one may even see a red
one. Those who have been bitten by an Asp do not
live for more than four hours and are assailed by
choking and convulsions and retching, so they say.

But I' am told that the Ichneumon destroys the eggs The

of the Asp with intent to do away with the future Thoevmon
enemies of its own young. And there is a story that

the Libyan Asp even blinds men with its breath.

¢ Comp. 4. 51.

1 dmefapobvra Cobel.
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ON ANIMALS, VI. 3940

. i irati ‘Or Animals
39. Now does not Nature claim our admiration f Animals

this reason especially, besides others? Of the males
.. . the sires destroy most of the male fawns to pre-
vent their multiplying and then mounting their dams.
Hven among brute beasts, I fancy, such an act is
regarded as bringing defilement and a curse. Bqt
Cyrus and Parysatis, you men of Persia, thoug}}t it
a fine and legitimate action. And Cyrus cox}celve'd
a vile passion for his mother, a passion which his
mother reciprocated. (While animals are moderate
in their desires ?> ®*men desire everything and stop at
nothing.

i i b in the Black Sea named Heracles
40. There is an island ® in the Heracles

pesdiueror after Heracles which has been highly honoured. e,
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Now all the Mice there pay reverence to the god, and
every offering that is made to him they believe to
have been made to gratify him and would not touch
it. And so the vine grows luxuriantly in his honour
and is reverenced as an offering to him alone, while
the ministers of the god preserve the clusters for their
sacrifices. Accordingly when the grapes reach
maturity the Mice quit the island so that they may
not, by remaining, even involuntarily touch what is
better not touched. Later when the season has run
jts course they return to their own haunts. This is
a merit in the Pontic Mice. But Hippon,® Diagoras,

e T have given what may have been the sense of the passage.

¢ Unidentified. )

¢ Hippon of Samos, Pythagorean philosopher, 5th cent. B.c.,
satirised by Cratinus as an atheist.—Diagoras of Melos, called
“the atheist,” incurred the enmity of the Athenians by his
attacks on their religion and withdrew from Athens, 411 B.c.
—Herostratus of Ephesus burnt the temple of Artemis, 356 B.c.
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ON ANIMALS, VI. 40-41

and Herostratus, and all the rest in the tale of
heaven’s enemies, how would they have kept their
hands off the grapes or other offerings—men who
preferred by one means or another to rob the gods
of their names and functions.

41. This is what commonly happens in Egypt. The Mouse

When it rains in Egypt (the raindrops are minute)
Mice are produced forthwith. Now they roam the
ploughlands and damage the standing crops by cut-
ting away and nibbling the ears of corn from below,
and actually ravage the stacked sheaves and cause
the Egyptians much trouble. On that account the
people try to trap them, to exclude them by building
walls, to keep them off by digging trenches in which
they light fires. Now the Mice go nowhere near the
traps but allow them to remain useless. And al-
though the walls have been rendered smooth with a
wash of mortar, they climb up them and then, being
exceedingly nimble, jump over the trenches. And
so the Egyptians abandon their traps and schemes as
ineffectual and turn from them to prayers and suppli-
cations to the gods. Whereupon the Mice, I fancy,
are in dread of the wrath of heaven and retreat in the
formation of a hollow square to some mountain.
Now the youngest go in front and the oldest bring
up the rear, and if any are left behind, the latter turn
and force them to follow. If however the youngest
ones halt from exhaustion, the entire lot behind them

2 GvaoréMovor . . . dvelpyovor . . . rdovow] dvacréMovres
)
. . . Gvelpyovres . . . xolovres. , :
3 Jac: obre. ¢ {rds) add. H.

5 Reiske: xal 70%s. 8 Reiske: vye.
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halt also, as is customary for an armed force. And
when the front rank begins to move, then the re-
mainder follow. And the inhabitants of Pontu.s say
that the Mice there do the same. And it is believed
that whenever a house is threatening to fall, all the
Mice will change house as fast as their legs can carry
them. Now here is another peculiar trait of Mice:
whenever they hear the squeak of a marten or the
hiss of a viper they transfer their young from one
hole to a number of different holes.

42. An Italian story, which records an event that The story

occurred when affairs were at their prime in the city
of Sybaris, has reached me and is worth relating.

A 'mere boy, a goatherd by occupation, whos.e name
was Crathis, under an erotic impulse lay with .the
prettiest of his goats, and took pleasure in the union,
and whenever he wanted sexual pleasure he would
go to her; and he kept her as his darling. Moreover
the amorous goatherd would bring to his loved one
aforesaid such gifts as he could procure, offering her
sometimes the loveliest twigs of tree-medick, and
often bindweed and mastic to eat, so making her
mouth fragrant for him if he should want to kiss her.
And he even prepared for her, as for a bride, a leafy
bed ever so luxurious and soft to sleep in. But the
he-goat, the leader of the flock, did not observe the;se
proceedings with indifference, but was filled Wlt.h
jealousy. For a time however he dissembled his
anger and watched for the boy to be seated and
asleep; and there he was, his face dropped forward

-~ ?
2 xioo0f OF KUTLGGS. , ,
oy
3 goré ToUs] moré kal oxivov TOUS.
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on his chest. So with all the force at his command
the he-goat.dashed his head against him and smashed

the fore-part of his skull.

The event reached the ears of the inhabitants, and
it was no mean tomb that they erected for the boy;
and they called their river ‘ the Crathis * after him.
From his union with the she-goat a baby was born
with the legs of a goat and the face of a man. The
story goes that he was deified and was worshipped
as a god of the woods and vales. From the goat we
learn that animals have indeed their share of jealousy.

43. Historians celebrate the underground passages Ants and
of the Egyptians; they also with the company of Shelr nests
poets celebrate certain labyrinths in Crete. They
have yet to learn of the elaborate tracks with their
mazy windings dug by Ants in the earth. Now in
their wisdom these make their underground dwelling
so very tortuous as to render access difficult or totally
impossible for such creatures as have designs upon
them. And the soil which they excavate they put
avround the mouth, forming as it were walls and
barriers, so that the rain which descends from the sky
may not easily flood them and destroy all or at any
rate most of them. And with consummate skill they
build partitioning walls, as you might say, to separate
their cells from one another, and, as in some fine
house, there will be three divisions: the first they
design for the ‘ men’s quarters,’ in which the males
live and any females that are with them ; the second,

5 GANG kad. 8 Cobet: xoarabéov Mss, H.
7 Reiske: p. elra. - 8 Ges: adrdv.
# Joov dvdpdva.
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in which the pregnant ants bring forth their young—
the ‘ women’s quarters,” as it might be; and the
third they set apart as a treasury and a pit for the
seeds they have collected. And no Ischomachus,®
no Socrates, with their interest in the management
of a household on admirable lines, is there to teach
them these things. When Ants go abroad to collect
food, they follow the biggest ones, and these lead the
way, like generals. And as soon as they reach the
crops the young ones stand at the foot of the stalks
while the leaders crawl up and havmg eaten through
what are called the ° rhacillae ’ of the fruitful ears,
throw the ears down to the crowd below. And these
go about and cut off the chaff and peel off the capsules
that protect and envelop the wheat. They need no
threshing, no men who can winnow, nor even ‘ rush-
ing winds ’ [Hom. II. 5. 501] to separate and sunder
the chaff and the grain, yet the Ants possess the food
of men who plough and sow.

I have also heard the following example of their
cleverness: their relations bury dead ants in the
capsules of wheat, just as men bury their parents or
all whom they love in coffins.

44. If a Horse receives careful attention, he repays
his benefactor by being good-natured and frlendly
How Bucephalus bore himself to Alexander is a story
that is current everywhere and would give me no
pleasure to repeat. I shall also pass over the horse
of Antiochus? which avenged his master by killing

¢ Ischomachus in Xenophon’s Oeconomicus (chs. 7-end)
propounds a system of domestic economy that wins the
approval of Socrates.

b Antiochus Soter, founder of the Seleucid dynasty, reigned
280-261 B.c.; fellin battle against the Gauls.
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the Gaul (his name was Centoarates) who slew Antio-
chus on the battlefield. Socles then, about whom
not many seem to know, was an Athenian who was
esteemed, and indeed was, a comely boy. Now he
bought a horse, handsome too like its master but of
a violently amorous disposition and with a far sharper
eye than other horses. Hence it conceived a passion-
ate love for its master, and when he approached, it
would snort; and if he patted it, it would neigh;
when he mounted, it would be docile; when he stood
before it, it would cast languishing glances at him.
These actions already savoured of love, but were
thought pleasing. When however the horse, becom-
ing too reckless, seemed to be meditating an assault
upon the boy, and tales about the pair of a too mon-
strous nature began to circulate, Socles would not
tolerate the slander, and in his detestation of a
licentious lover sold the horse. But the animal could
not bear to be separated from the beautiful boy and
ended its days by a rigorous starvation.

45. The Francolin entertains the bitterest hatred Birds and
for the Cock, and the Cock on its side for the Franco- bt .

lin; likewise the Falcon for the Crow, and vice versa;
and the Raven for the Sea-hawk, and the Sea-hawk
for it; the Raven and the Falcon for the Turtle-dove,
and the Turtle-dove for both. Ihave learnt also that
the Stork abhors the Bat, and the Bat in return
abhors it as an enemy ; and the Pelican, I am told, is
not friendly disposed to the Quail, and their hatred
is mutual.

46. To the Eagle the herb called comfrey is fatal; fS&utgslittﬁngﬁsds

to the Ibis the gall of the Hyena; to the Starling the
65
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seed of garlic; to the Stone-curlew bitumen; to
the Kite pondweed, as it is called. And the Kite
cannot endure the gall of the Shearwater. If a
Falcon, or a Sea-mew, or a Turtle-dove, or a Black-
pird, or the whole Vulture tribe eat a sliced pome-
granate, they die. The leaves of the cedar are fatal
to the Reed-warbler (?); the flower of the agnus-
castus to the Marsh-tit; to the Raven the seed of
the rocket. The Beetle is killed by perfume, and
the Hoopoe by the fat of a gazelle. If a Crow comes
upon the remains of flesh which a wolf has eaten, it is
killed. A Lark is destroyed by mustard-seed, and a
Crane if it drinks the gum from a vine.

47. It occurs to me at this point to speak of the The Hare

Hare as follows. The Hare does not repair to its
accustomed form until it has confused its tracks,
here in entering, and there in leaving, in
order to defeat the designs of huntsmen. It is by
some kind of natural sagacity that it tricks men so
very craftily.

48. Tt seems that the Mare is in fact a good mother The Mare

and cherishes the memory of her foal. The younger
Darius had noted this; hence he would take into battle
some mares that had lately foaled and had left their
young athome. Foals that lose their dams are reared
on the milk of a stranger, just as human beings are.
Now when the changing fortune of the battle of Issus
began to press the Persians, and Darius was being
defeated, he mounted a Mare, being anxious fo
escape and to save himself with all possible speed.

2 pouds oldn.
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And the Mare, remembering the foal she had left
behind, is celebrated for having with the uttermost
eagerness and at full speed snatched her master away
from the critical moment of urgent danger.

49. At Athens an aged Mule was released from An sged

work by its master, so Aristotle tells us [HA4 577 b 30],
but declined to abandon its love of labour and its
willingness to work on the score of age. Thus, at the
time when the Athenians were erecting the Par-
thenon, though it neither drew nor carried burdens,
yet it would unbidden and of its own free will walk
by the young mules as they went back and forth, like
a horse harnessed alongside a pair, acting as guard,
so to speak; and by treading a common path it en-
couraged their work, like some old craftsman whom
age has released from labour with his hands but
whose experience and knowledge are a stimulus and
incitement to the young. Now when the people got
to hear of this they directed the herald to proclaim
that if it came in quest of barleymeal or approached
to get corn, it was not to be prevented but was to be
allowed to eat its fill, and that the populace would
defray the cost, as in the case of an athlete who in his
old age was given his meals in the Prytaneum.

50. The following story, they say, shows how
Cleanthes of Assos was forced against his will and
in spite of his vehement arguments to the contrary, to
make a concession to animals and to allow that they
too are not destitute of reasoning power. - Cleanthes
happened to be seated and moreover was resting

2 derlvew &v Ilpvravely Mss, H; & IT. transposed by Cobet,
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quietly for some time. Now there were Ants about
his feet in great numbers. So he observed how some
were conveying a dead ant out of one track to a nest
belonging to other ants not of their own kin. And
they paused on the edge of the nest with the corpse
while others came up from below and met the
strangers seemingly with a view to some consulta-
tion; the same Ants then went down into the nest.
And this happened several times until finally they
brought up a worm, as it were a ransom. And the
other party accepted it and surrendered the dead
body which they had brought. ~ And the Ants in the
nest were glad to receive it, as though they were
recovering a son or brother.

Now what answer can Hesiod make to this when
he says [OD 277] that Zeus has made a distinction
between various natures and has granted

‘to fish on the one hand and to beasts and to
winged fowl that they should devour one another,
for among them there is no justice, but to man-
kind has he granted justice ’?

But Priam will not admit this, since it was at the cost
of many marvellous treasures that even he, a man
and moreover a descendant of Zeus, redeemed Hector

_ from the man who was also a hero and a descendant

of Zeus.

51. The name of the Dipsas (thirst-provoker) de-
clares to us whatit does. Itis smaller than the viper,
but kills more swiftly, for persons who chance to be
bitten burn with thirst and are on fire to drink and
imbibe without stopping and in a little while burst.
Sostratus declares that the Dipsas is white, though

7T
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it has two black stripes on its tail. And I have heard
that some people call these snakes presteres (inflaters) ;
others, kausones (burners). In fact they deluge this
creature with a host of names. It has also been called
melanurus (black-tail), so they say, and by others
ammobates (sand-crawler); and should you also hear
it also called kenéris (stinger), you may take it from
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Prometheus stole fire, and the story goes that Zeus
was angered and bestowed upon those who laid in-
formation of the theft a drug to ward off old age. So
they took it, as I am informed, and placed it upon an
ass. The ass proceeded with the load on its back;
and it was summer time, and the ass came th1rst1ng
to a spring in its need for a drink. Now the snake
which was guarding the spring tried to prevent it and
force it back, and the ass in torment gave it as the
price of the loving-cup the drug that it happened to
be carrying. And so there was an exchange of gifts:
the ass got his drink and the snake sloughed his old
age,® receiving in addition, so the story goes, the ass’s
thirst.

What then? Did I invent the legend? I will
deny it, for before me it is celebrated by Sophocles.,?
the tragic poet, and Dinolochus, the rival of Epi-
charmus, and Ibycus of Rhegium, and the comic poets
Aristias and Apollophanes.

¢ T'fjpas is used in two semses: (i) old age, (i) old

5 Sophocles, in his Kwdol Sdrupoc [ fr. 362 P]. Of the follow-
ing poets no fragment relating to this story survives.
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52. Were I to pass over a piece of cleverness on the
part of an Elephant, someone will say that I failed
through ignorance to record it. And it is really
worth hearing, so let us hear it. The man who was
entrusted with the care of its food was in the habit
of purloining its corn, and by scattering stones under-
neath it he rendered most of the food uneatable, while
preserving the bulk of the measure, so far as the
master who supervised them both could see. And for
a while he escaped detection. So the Elephant,
observing the designing fellow as he was cooking
some porridge, picked up with its trunk a mass of sand
at its feet and flung it into the pot, thus adroitly
avenging the treatment it had received at his hands.

53. All other Dogs are clever at catching and track-
ing down wild animals; Egyptian Dogs however excel
at running away. Thus, although they dread the
creatures in the Nile, thirst compels them to drink,
while their fear does not allow them to drink in peace
as much as they want. For that reason they do not
put their heads down and drink, for fear some crea-
ture from below may creep up and seize them; and
so they run along the brink, lapping with their tongue
and snatching or, one might say, positively stealing
their drink.

54. I have already ¢ mentioned many other crafty
tricks of the Land Echinus (hedgehog), not the Sea
Echinus (sea-urchin), but one specimen of its guile
which I failed to mention I will mention now. When
it is likely to be caught it rolls itself up, which makes
it impossible to handle; moreover it holds its breath
and remains motionless and pretends to be dead.
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55. You would not succeed in dislodging Limpets The Limpet

from the rocks, even were you to grasp them with the
fingers of a Milo @ who clung with such strength and
tenacity to a pomegranate-tree that not one of his
opponents could wrench it from his right hand. But
anyone who undertakes to dislodge a Limpet from
the rock to which it is clinging is laughed at for his
pains and affords merriment to others. At all events
it is impossible for him to get what he wants. An
iron saw will at long last detach it from the rock.

56. It appears that the Libyans do not confine The

themselves to waging war upon their neighbours with

a view to gaining an advantage over them, but they hunters

wage war upon Elephants also. And the latter are
well aware that the purpose of their attack is nothing
else than to get their tusks. So those beasts that
have had one tusk mutilated stand in the front line,
the rest of the herd using them as a cover in order
that they may receive the first assault and that the
rest may help with the strength of their tusks un-
damaged and equal to the struggle. And perhaps
they are trying to convince the Libyans and to prove
to them that they are risking their lives for an in-
considerable reward. One of their tusks they use as
a weapon and keep sharpened; the other they use as
a mattock, for with it they dig up roots and lever up
and bend down trees.

57. It seems after all that Spiders are not only The spider's
dexterous weavers after the manner of Athena the "%

& Native of Crotona, 6th cent. B.C., proverbial for his
great strength, gained six Olympic and six Pythian victories
in wrestling.

77




AELIAN

re kol Ilpirw Oedv, medvaot 8¢ 1 kal yewper-
plov Sewal. 76 yodv rxévtpov ¢uddrrover kal Tov
e adrof wikdov kal v mepipépeiav dicpyBodorw
loxvpds, kai Ldrdelov Sdovrar 098¢ &+ wdbfmpras
yap & 1@ révrpe péow éMoxydoar Ty avrdv
dypav. elol? 8¢ obs® elmelv xal pdvrpiar yev-
volar kol drkeoTweny edmdlapor kal & 11 Qv
Suappiiéns éxelvwv s edmijvov Te Kal eduérov
oodias, ai 8¢ dvarodvrar, kal dmabés wal SAdrdy-
pov abls dmodelrvvvrar.

58. "Avev 3¢ Aoyroriciis of dolvkes cuuBadeiv
érdv mevraxooiwy ioaotw dpfudy, pabyral dvoews
Tfs codwrdrys Svres, kal St Tabrd Tou pndé ¢
dakTidwy dedenuévor §) dMov Twos & Emomium
appnricfs. dmép Srov 8¢ loaor Todro Kal
eidévar dvdyrn adrods, dnuwdns éoriv & Adyos.
Tov 8¢ 7@V mevtakoatwy érdv ypdvov mhypoduevor
loaow Abyvrriwy 7 Tis 7) 0ddels, SAiyor 8¢ Koudf
kal obror T@v lepéwv. obrot® § ofv® mpos
aljdovs dmép Todrwy ob padlws cupBivar Eyou-
ow, 4AAa of udv épeayelodor adds adrods epilovres
ws? od viv A’ és orepor 63¢ 6 Oelos Spwmis
apilerar ) s xpiy Trew: & 8¢ dMws Exelvewy
épildvrawv dmoonuaiverar Sawpoviws ToV Kaipdy
kal wdpeorw. of 8¢, Ovew dvdykn adrods Kal

1

.
weiecar 8¢ dpa. 2 foav or Eo.

3 s 8dvr. 4 pajre.

Npes h A~
5 kal ofrot. S Kaibel : yodv mss, H.
7§ as.

78

ON ANIMALS, VI. 57-58

Worker and goddess of the Loom, but that they are
by nature clever at geometry.® Thus, they keep to
the centre and fix with the utmost precision the circle
with its boundary based upon it, and have no need of
Euelid,? for they sit at the very middle and lie in wait
for their prey. And they are, as you might say, most
excellent weavers and adept at repairing their web.
And any thread that you may chance to break of their
skilled and delicate workmanship they repair and
render sound and whole again.

58. The Phoenix knows how to reckon five hundred The Phoenix

years without the aid of arithmetic, for it is a pupil
of all-wise Nature, so that it has no need of fingers or
anything else to aid it in the understanding of num-
bers. The purpose of this knowledge and the need
for it are matters of common report. But hardly a
soul among the Egyptians knows when the five-
bundred-year period is completed; only a very few
know, and they belong to the priestly order. Butin
fact the priests have difficulty in agreeing on these
points, and banter one another and maintain that it
is not now but at some date later than when it was
due that the divine bird will arrive. Meantime
while they are vainly squabbling, the bird miracu-
lously guesses the period by signs and appears.
And the priests are obliged to give way ¢ and confess
that they devote their time ‘ to putting the sun to

@ Cp. Arist. H4 623 a 7 and D. W. Thompson (Eng. tr.)
ad loc.

b Euclides of Alexandria, the famous geometer, ¢. 300 B.C.

¢ Lit. ‘to offer sacrifice’; the word is used metaphoric-
ally of one who concedes a point, who admits that something
is due to onein a stronger position than himself. See Headlam
on Herodas 2. 71, Kaibel, Hermes 28 (1893) 53—4.
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rest with their talk’ [ep. Call. ep. 2 = 4P. 7. 80];
but they do not know as much as birds. But, in
God’s name, is it not wise to know where Egypt is
situated, where is Heliopolis whither the bird is
destined to come, and where it must bury its father
and in what kind of coffin?¢ But if there is nothing
wonderful in all this, are we really to pronounce as
¢ wise ’ affairs relating to the market, to armaments,
and men’s other schemes for their mutual undoing ?
I think not, you men who rival Sisyphus? and the
Cercopes © and the Telchines.? I address myself to
those who perfect themselves in these matters, but
not to those who have not been initiated into the
aforesaid abominations.

59. If even animals know how to reason deduc-
tively, understand dialectic, and how to choose one
thing in preference to another, we shall be justified
in asserting that in all subjects Nature is an instruc-
tress without a rival. For example, this was told me
by one who had some experience in dialectic and
was to some degree a devotee of the chase. There
was a Hound, he said, trained to hunt; and so it was
on the track of a hare. And the hare was not yet to
be seen, but the Hound pursuing came upon a ditch
and was puzzled as to whether it had better follow to
the left or to the right. And when it seemed to have
weighed the matter sufficiently, it leapt straight

o See Hdt. 2, 73.

¢ Sisyphus, mythical Xing of Corinth, became & byword for
deceitfulness and cruelty.

¢ Cercopes, mischievous dwarfs, who robbed Heracles;
changed by Zeus into monkeys.

4 Telchines, under one aspect, were malignant demons with
the power of changing their shapes.
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across. So the man who professed himself both
dialectician and huntsman essayed to offer the proof
of his statements in the following manner: The
Hound paused and reflected and said to itself: ‘ The
hare turned either in this direction or in that or went
ahead. It turned neither in this direction nor in
that; therefore it went ahead.” And in my opinion
he was not being sophistical, for as no tracks were
visible on the near side of the ditch, it remained that
the hare must have jumped over the ditch. So the
Hound was quite right also to jump over after it,
for certainty that this particular Hound was good at
tracking and keen-scented.

60. The Massagetae, according to Herodotus
[1. 216, hang up their quivers in front of themselves
and then the man has commerce with the woman
openly, even though all can see, though in fact they
pay no attention.e Camels however would never
couple in the open, nor if there were witnesses, so to
say, looking on. But whether we are to call this
modesty or a mysterious gift of Nature, let us leave
it to Democritus and others to decide and suppose
themselves competent to investigate and explain the
causes of matters obscure and past conjecture. And
even the herdsman at once takes himself off when he
realises that the urge to couple is upon them, just as
one withdraws when the bride and bridegroom are
about to enter the marriage-chamber.

61. Lycurgus laid down a most humane law (as I
think), viz that younger men should give up their

seats to, and leave the path for, their elders out of old age

s The statement is a travesty of Hdé. 1. 216,
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respect for years which all pray they may attain, if
that chance to be their destiny. But how could the
noble son of Eunomus seek to rival and compete with
thelaws of Nature? Atany rate, youlawgivers, men
like Lycurgus,® Solon, Zaleucus, and Charondas, the
race of Elephants obeys laws which your legislation
does not even begin to touch. For all that, they
behave in the following manner: the young ones
give way to the elders in feeding; they wait upon
those that are weak with age; they guard them
from danger; when they fall into pits the young ones
drag them out by throwing in armfuls, so to say, and
bundles of dry sticks which the elders use as steps and
so climb out, though burdened with age. Where, I
should like to know, did an Elephant ever belabour its
sire with blows? Where, I ask, among Elephants did
a sire ever disinheritits son? But perhaps, my fellow
men,youwho (if I am to speak the truth) fabricate and
invent incredible tales, think that I am telling tales.

62. What I have said above ? proves that the Dog Gelon ana
certainly loves his master, and so I think I should bis dog
put the following story beside the rest. Gelon of
Syracuse ¢ while fast asleep fancied that he had been
struck by Zeus.? But what he saw was only a dream ;
yet, although asleep he cried aloud and at the top of
his voice. Whereupon a Dog which he kept, hear-

¢ Lycurgus, son of Eunomus and King of Sparta, perh.
9th cent. B.C., legislator par excellence of Sparta.—Zaleucus,
7th cent. B.0., drew up laws for Loeri Epizephyrii.—Charondas
of Catana, perh. 6th cent. B.c., made laws for his city, for
Rhegium and other Chalcidian cities.

b See ch. 25.

¢ Tyrant of Syracuse, 485-78 B.c.

¢ I.e. by a thunderbolt. The story is repeated in VH 1. 13.
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ing the voice of its friend and comrade, as though
Gelon’s life was in danger from a plot, leapt with all
its force on to the bed and stood over its master,
barking furiously, as though it would keep off the
assailant. So Gelon was roused and through fear
and the noise of barking threw off sleep though it was
of the deepest.

63. A young Snake was brought up along with a
child, an Arcadian born; the snake too was of the
country. So as the pair grew up the child became a
youth while his foster-brother had already become
enormous. And they were devoted to one another.
But the relatives of the youth were terrified at the
size of the monster. (You may see these creatures
attain in a very short time to an enormous size and
the most terrifying aspect.) And so while it was
asleep on the same bed with the boy, they picked it
up and took it as far away as possible. And the boy
rose up, but the Snake remained in that place. And

. when it took to the forest and the drugs that grew

there, it lived there, enjoying the food of snakes and
preferring waste places to life in a city and confine-
ment in a room. i

Time passed and turned one into a young man, the
other into a Snake now full-grown. And on one
occasion the Arcadian, the lover and the beloved of
the aforesaid creature, going through a lonely region,
fell in with brigands, and at a blow from a sword he
cried out, as was natural, both from pain and in order
to summon help. Now it seems that the Snake of all
creatures has the sharpest sight and the keenest

3 v o 4 2.m
Kai O mals. akof].
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hearing. Accordingly this Snake, being the youth’s
foster-brother, heard his voice and hissing loudly as
in anger, struck terror into the brigands, who were
seized with trembling : the villains were all scattered
in different directions, and what is more, some were
overtaken by the Snake and perished miserably.
But the Snake cleansed the wounds of its old friend,
and after escorting him past that part of the region
where wild beasts lurked, departed and went to the
spot where the relations had exposed it: it showed no
resentment at having been cast away, nor did it in
the hour of danger, like base men, neglect one who
had been its dearest friend.

64. The Fox is a rascally creature, hence poets are
fond of calling it ‘ crafty.” The Hedgehog also is a
rascal, for directly it sees the Fox approaching it rolls
itself into a ball and lies still. And the Fox, unable
to open his jaws and bite it, makes water into its
mouth. And the Hedgehog is suffocated because its
breathing is stopped through its being rolled up and
because of the aforesaid stream. Moreover the Fox
having thus tricked the Hedgehog, one scoundrel
tricking another, catches it out.

I have earlier® described another method of
capture.

65. In the neighbourhood of Conopeum as it is
called (it is a district near the Maeotic lake %) Wolves
are the faithful companions of the anglers and the
fisherfolk, and were you to see them you would say

4 See ch. 24. b Sea of Azov.

8 Sewds.

? {kal) add. H.
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that they were no different from house-dogs. Now
if these Wolves receive a share of the catch from the
sea, there is a treaty of peace between them and the
fishermen. Otherwise the Wolves rip up and destroy
the nets, and for failing to give them a share inflict
this damage upon the fishermen.

ox
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BOOK VII

1. I have ascertained that the Cows in Susa are not Cows of
unacquainted even with arithmetic. And that this 5

is no idle boast the following story bears witness.
In Susa the King has a large number of Cows of
which each one draws one hundred buckets {(daily)
to water the drier places in his parks. Now they
perform with the utmost zest the task which has
either been heaped upon them or to which they
have long been accustomed, and you would never
see one of them idling. If however you were
‘to urge them to draw so much as one bucket-
ful in excess of the century, you will neither
persuade nor compel them, whether by blows or
by soft words, to do so. This is what Ctesias
says.

9. At the foot of Atlas (this mountain is celebrated
by historians and also by poets) there are marvellous
pasture-lands and forests of the deepest, whose
dense foliage is like that of groves all shady and
over-arched. And that, youknow,is where Elephants
are said to resort in old age when heavy with years.
And Nature leads them as it were to a colony, giving
them rest at last and providing them with a desired
anchorage and harbour, so to speak, where they can
live out the rest of their life. And they have a
spring of drinking-water pure and welling up abun-
dantly; and they are regarded as sacred and are
allowed to go unmolested; and they have an agree-

A home for
aged Ele-
phants
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ment with the barbarians in those parts that they shall
not be hunted; and it is commonly said that they
are under the care of certain gods of the district who
are lords of wood and valley. And there is a story
current about them, as follows. A certain King of
that country was eager to kill some of them on
account of the splendour and size of their tusks, in
order to obtain a choice possession, for with the multi-
tude of years and the lengthening of time these
weapons of these creatures become enormous.
So when this desire came upon him he despatched
three hundred picked men to shoot this sacred herd.
And all equipped they accomplished their journey
with the utmost speed, and were actually nearing
the spot when a pestilence suddenly seized them and
1aid them low: all died save only one, and he re-
turned and rendered to him who had sent them a
full account of the truly lamentable disaster. By
this means it was discovered that the Elephants
were beloved of the gods.

3. There is an animal in Paeonia ¢ called Monops,
and it is the size of a shaggy bull. Now when this
creature is pursued, in its agitation it voids a fiery
and acrid dung, so I am told; and should this happen
to fall on any of the hunters, it kills him.

4. Tt seems that a special characteristic of the Bull
is its docility, once it has been tamed and from being

6 Paeonia, mountainous district N of Macedonia. -The
animal was the Aurochs, now extinct. .

5 .5 S : Aot § ITod
UV OV HOVWTTA KAAOUCLY O Q.LOVES.
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savage become gentle. At any rate Bulls remain
quiet when harnessed to litters, or if you want them
to le still on their back or with their head on the
ground or to sink down on their knees and carry a
boy or a girl on their neck. And you will even see 2
Bull bearing a woman on its back or standing erect
on its hind legs while it supports with ease the entire
weight of its body on some object or other. And I
have even seen men dancing on the backs of Bulls,
and the same men motionless there also and standing
undislodged.

5. Libya is the parent of a great number and a
great variety of wild animals, and moreover it seems
that the same country produces the animal called
the Katoblepon (down-looking).® In appearance it
is about the size of a bull, but it has a more grim
expression, for its eyebrows are high and shaggy, and
the eyes beneath are not large like those of oxen but
narrower and bloodshot. And they do not look
straight ahead but down on to the ground: that is
why it is called * down-looking.” And a mane that
begins on the crown of its head and resembles horse-
hair, falls over its forehead covering its face, which
makes it more terrifying when one meets it. And it
feeds upon poisonous roots. When it glareslike a bull
it immediately shudders and raises its mane, and when
this has risen erect and the lips about its mouth are
bared, it emits from its throat pungent® and foul-

e Generally considered to be the Gnu.
b Lobeck, Path. 476 ¢£oPapés = graveolens.

3 Lacuna: {mvedpay Wellmann.
4 Lobeck : oeiofapés mss, H.
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smelling (breath), so that the whole air overhead
is infected, and any animals that approach and inhale
it are grievously afflicted, lose their voice, and are
seized with fatal convulsions. This beast is conscious
-of its power; and other animals know it too and flee
from it as far away as they can. :

6. Those who are adept at hunting Elephants con-
stantly tell us that when these beasts are pursued
they dash forward and are carried along with
irresistible force and an impetus that nothing can
withstand; there is no stopping them; they even
rush through the largest trees as though they were
standing corn, smashing the trees like corn-stalks.
In one place the trees overtop them and hold
their leaves above them, in another they themselves
are higher than the trees. Indeed they run with all
their might and baffle their pursuers by the course
they take; which is natural, for they are familiar
with the country. And when they have got far
away and are at a great distance ahead of the pursuing
horsemen and have regained their courage through
being secure from danger and feeling free, they pause
and rest and are most glad to lay aside their anxious
fears. And then at this time they bethink them of
food. They feed, so I hear, on the bushy mastic
that grows around ¢ the trees and the wild ivy that
creeps with its dense foliage over them, also upon the
young and tender leaves of the date-palm and upon
the more sappy shoots and twigs of other plants.

o Jt looks as if Ael. thought the mastic tree, Pisiacia

lentiscus, which may be anything up to 20 ft. high, was a
parasite like ivy and clung to (wepimedvrviav) larger trees.

¢ perafleoons Cobet.
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But if their pursuers again approach, the Elephants
once more take to flight. And so when evening has
overtaken them the pursuers bivouac, and by setting
fire to the forest to some extent cut off the Elephants’
retreat and so bring them to a standstill. For
Elephants no less than lions have a horror of fire.

7. I learn from Avristotle # that cranes flying in to
land from the sea indicate to the intelligent man
that a violent storm is threatening. But if the
same birds are flying tranquilly, that is a promise of
fine weather and a calm atmosphere; and if they
make no sound they are reminding those who have
experience that it will be fairly calm. And if
they (fly in from the sea?) uttering their cries and
confusing their order in their agitation, there again
they are threatening a heavy storm. And if a
shearwater utters its cry at dusk, it apparently
signifies the same; if it flies straight to the sea, it
is giving a hint that a rainstorm will burst from the
sky. If however the weather is stormy, the hooting
of an owl portends fair weather and a bright day;
whereas if the weather is fair and the owl hoots
softly, you must expect storms. If a raven croaks
volubly and pecks and shakes its wings, it is the first
to observe that a storm is coming. Again, if the
raven, the crow, and the jackdaw utter their cries in

@ The treatise de Signis tempestatum, on which this section
appears to be based and which was formerly ascribed to
Aristotle, is now counted among the writings of Theophrastus.
See vol. 2 of Sir A. F. Hort’s Theophrastus (Loeb Class. Lib.).
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the late afternoon, they teach us that we shall have
avisitation by a storm. Andif jackdaws, as the same
writer says [Thphr. Sig. 16],scream like hawks % and fly
now high now low, they point to frost and rain. Ifa
crow caws softly at supper-time, it is inviting us to
expect fair weather next day. If birds appear in
great numbers and they are white, it is a certain
indication that there will be heavy storms. When
ducks and shearwaters flap their wings, they point to
violent winds. And when birds come speeding into
land from the sea, this is evidence of stormy weather.
If the robin comes to cattle-sheds and houses, he is
clearly trying to escape from a coming storm.
Cockerels too and domestic fowls, when they flap
their wings and step proudly and cluck; signify
stormy weather. When birds bathe, it is a sign that
wind is threatening, and it points to gusty weather.
If during a storm birds fly towards one another and
in and out, it is a sign of fine weather. When birds
congregate about meres and on river banks, they
know that .a storm is coming. On the other hand
when birds of the sea and lake come in to land, they
know that there will be a heavy storm, whereas land
birds hastening to moist places are heralds of fine
weather, if, that is, they make no sound. '

> 3\ 7 -~
elaw, € . : . .
Lo, €OV pLevTol glamwaty 8. I have heard that the Egyptians assert that the Animalsas

. weather-
antelope is the first creature to know when the pnfphets

8. Alyvrriwy drovw Aeydvrwy Tov Spuya guvié-
var Ty ToD Zewlov émroly mpdTov, kalb
papripecbar 76 wrappud adriy.’! veamedovrar 8¢
kal of Aifves ava xpdros ddoxovres xal Tas alyas

1 etmvep. 2 Abresch : wepudiv.
3 3¢ xal. 4 e,

104

Dog-star rises, and testifies to the fact by sneezing.
The Libyans are equally bold in stoutly maintaining

2 Or ¢ hover like hawks’? (Hort ad loc.)
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¢ Hipparchus of Nicaea, famous astronomer, 2nd cent.
B.C.
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that in their country the goats also know in advance;
they also give clear signs of impending rain. For
when they emerge from their pens they rush at full
speed to their fodder. Later, when satisfied, they
turn towards home, and facing in that direction
remain still and wait for the herdsman to gather them
in as quickly as possible.

And Hipparchus ¢ in the reign of Hiero the
Tyrant ? was sitting in the theatre wearing a leathern
jerkin, and astonished people by knowing in advance
out of the clear weather then prevalent that a storm
was coming. And Hiero in his admiration of the man
congratulated the people of Nicaea in Bithynia on
having Hipparchus as a citizen. And when at
Olympia Anazxagoras,’ likewise clad in a leathern
jerkin, was watching the Olympic Games and a storm
of rain burst, all Hellas sang his praises, and claimed
that his wisdom was more that of a god than of a
man. And few if any are surprised that an ox, if
rain threatens, lies down on his right side, contrari-
wise if fair weather is coming, on his left. And I
have also heard the following facts which are cal-
culated to astonish one. If an ox bellows and sniffs
the air, rain is inevitable. And if oxen eat copiously
and more than is their custom, it portends a storm.
When sheep dig the ground with their hoofs, it is
likely to mean a storm; and if the rams mount them
early in the day, it promises an early storm and the

 No ¢Tyrant® of this name is known to have lived in the
2nd cent. B.C.

¢ Anaxagoras of Clazomenae, Bth cent. B.C., taught that
physical phenomena were due to natural causes. His doc-
trines were regarded as impious and he was forced to quit
Athens.
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same when goats lie huddled together. When pigs
appear in cornland, they inform us that the rain is
departing. Now when lambs and kids leap on one
another and frisk about, they promise a bright day.
But when martens squeak and mice likewise, they
are conjecturing that there will be a violent storm.
When wolves quit lonely places and make straight
for inhabited districts, they show thereby that they
dread the onslaught of a coming storm. If a lion
visits cornlands, it presages a drought. And if beasts
of burden gambol and low more than is their custom,
it shows that storm and rain are on their way; and
if besides, they toss up the dust with their hoofs, it
signifies the same. If hares are seen in great
numbers in the same places, it signifies fair weather,
In all these matters men fall behind: they only
know these changes when they occur.

9. Here are further facts which I have heard
touching Hawks. The ministers of Apollo® in
Egypt say that there are certain men called ‘ hawk-
keepers * for this reason: they feed and tend the
Hawks belonging to the god. Now the whole racé
of Hawks is consecrated to this god, but there are
certain sacred birds which are fed upon carefully pre-
pared food and which seem in nowise to differ from
offerings made to the god. Now the men who have
been charged with the care of these birds tell the
uninformed that each of them (they are tended in a

e J.e. Horus; op. N4 10. 14.
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sacred grove) lays eggs in its nest.® They have,
it is true, the care of all Hawks, but these sacred
ones are their special charge.? They take out the
brains of birds which have been caught and throw
them to the newly born Hawks: soft food for
tender chicks. But to those that are full-grown
the keepers serve flesh and sinews, which furnish
strengthening nourishment for birds of prey. Those
however that are in the intermediate stage between
chicks and full-grown birds are served with the
hearts,¢ and one may see the remains of them. So
the aforesaid difference of foods concedes the point
that Hawks know what is appropriate and agreeable
to each age; and they are particular about it and
would never touch food unsuited to their age. At
a certain season quails visit their country and other
birds arrvive in flocks, and these sacred Hawks feast
on them also.
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10. The following story, I think, also affords The Dog's
evidence of the unbreakable affection which Dogs ?;Vg;g;;f;’

have for those who keep them. In one of the civil Galba’s dog
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wars at Rome when Galba the Roman was mur-
dered,? there was not one of the man’s enemies that
was able to cut off his head, although countless
numbers competed for this trophy, until they had
killed the Hound at his side that had been reared
under his care and that maintained its affection with
the utmost loyalty and fought on behalf of its dead
master, as though it were a fellow soldier, sharer of

b The text is uncertain, and the translation provisional.
¢ Bub see NA 2. 42.
¢ This seems to be the Galba who was Roman Emperor for
six months, 4.D. 68, and was murdered by his soldiers. Cp.
Suet. Galba 20. 2 and Mooney’s note ad loc. ’
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the same tent, and friend to the very last. It is
worth knowing ‘ what a deed was this, wrought ’ not
‘by a man’ [Hom. Od. 4. 242], I declare, but by a
faithful Hound of valiant spirit.

Pyrrhus of Epirus was on a journey when he came
upon the corpse of a man who had been killed, with
his Dog standing beside and guarding its master to
prevent anybody from adding outrage to murder.
Now it happened that this was the third day for which
the Dog was keeping its assiduous and most patient
watch, unfed. And so when Pyrrhus learnt this he
took pity on the dead man and ordered him to be
buried; but as for the Dog, he directed that it should
be cared for and gave it whatever one offers a dog
with one’s hand, in sufficient quantity and of a
nature to induce it to be friendly and well-disposed
towards him; and little by little Pyrrhus drew the
Dog away. So much then for that. Now not so
long after, there was a review of the hoplites, and the
King whom I mentioned above was looking on, and
that same Dog was at his side. For most of the time
it remained silent and completely gentle. But
directly it saw the murderers of its master in the
review, it could not contain itself or remain where
it was, but leaped upon them, barking and tearing
them with its claws, and by frequently turning
towards Pyrrhus did its best to make him see that it
had caught the murderers. And so a suspicion
dawned upon the King and those about him, and the
way in which the Dog barked at the aforesaid men
caused them to reflect. The men were seized and
put on the rack and confessed their crime.

3 Jac: dpa.
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To those who trample upon the ordinance of Zeus
the god of fellowship and of affection and betray
their friends in life and after death, all this seems a
mere tale, But for my part I do not follow those
who fail to appreciate the excellence of Nature
which, if she has given brutes a share of kindliness
and affection, has certainly given a larger share to
us rational beings. But they make no use of her gift.
And what need is there to add to my story all the
other crimes which men have committed against
their friends for the sake of base gain, hatching plots
and acting the traitor? It fills me with pain that a
Dog should be shown to have more loyalty, more
kindly feeling than man.

11. Here is another story which has come to my gctt;pus and
agle

ears: it is about the Octopus. There was a rock rising
from the sea, though not to a great height. Now
once upon a time an Octopus crawled up it and
spread out its tentacles and was glad to warm itself
(the weather was inclined to be stormy), though it
did not at once assume the colour of the rock.
Octopuses do this naturally, to protect themselves
against those who have designs upon them, and also
that they themselves may ambush fishes. Now an
Eagle, quick to mark its prey (though it got no good
thereby), swooped with ‘all the force of its wings
upon the Octopus, reckoning to secure a ready meal
for itself and its young. But the creature’s tentacles
wreathed themselves round the Eagle, and clinging
fast to its hated enemy dragged it down, and it was

1 7ofs dAdois. 2 éjdeyxrar kal.

3 Reiske : wbow dv. * kol 7ds.
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@ The proverb took its origin from Aisop’s fable (223, ed.
Chambry) of the hungry wolf who overhears a mother
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2 case of ‘ The hungry wolf, ¢ as you might say.
And presently the Eagle was floating dead upon the
sea for the sake of its meal. Birds in fact suffer
countless misadventures of this kind, and men even
more: for example, Cyrus the Second, the son of
Cambyses,? among the Massagetae celebrated by
Herodotus [1. 214]; Polycrates ¢ also [id. 3. 125]
who hastened to Oroetes with the intention of laying
hands on his gold, and any who

¢ working for another’s ill, wreaks ill for his own
heart. [Anon.]

Brute beasts do not realise these dangers; human
beings do, but fail to guard against them. What use
to you, Cyrus and Polycrates, were a tongue, speech,
teachers, beatings? I say nothing of the others,
for why should I give the most profitable advice to
men who are deaf and senseless?

12. Let the women of Paeonia be proud: let
them assume arrogant airs, since their conduct is
celebrated. This is what they do: on their head
they carry a vessel full of water, their neck held
straight so that as they walk the vessel shall remain
erect without upsetting. They attach their children
to their breast before suckling them; and fastening
the rein of their husband’s horse to one arm lead it to
drink, while they use their hands to spin thread. It

threatening to give her child to the wolf unless it stops crying.
Later she says to the child, ¢ If the wolf comes we will kill it.’
See Leutsch, Paroemiog. Gr. 1. 273; 2. 121, 510; Babrius 16.
® Cyrus the First was the son of Cambyses.
¢ Polycrates, Tyrant of Samos, fell vietim to a plot by the
Persian satrap Oroetes, ¢. 522 B.C.
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was this that moved Darius to admiration when some
young Paeonians, having equipped their sister in the
manner described, brought her before him as he sat
in judgment, in order that he might be attracted by
such a concentration of self-help and show mercy to
their country.

And yet how far more impressive is Nature than 4
the Paeonian women. A bitch was hunting; the
quarry was a hare and the bitch was pregnant. As
soon as she had attained the object of her pursuit,
she left it to her master and drawing aside, dropped
(so they say) nine puppies, which she then reared.
And if the women of Liguria pride themselves that
they also after giving birth rise up and devote them-
selves to their household duties, they will, on hearing
what the aforesaid bitch did, forgo their pride and
hide their heads in shame.

18. Aristotle has told the story of the labour- Dog reveals

sacrilege

loving Mule, and so have we earlier on,” but the
episode of the Dog, which also occurred in Athens,
is not irrelevant.

A temple-thief who had waited for the midmost
hour of night and had watched till men were deep
asleep, came to the shrine of Asclepius and stole a
number of offerings without, as he supposed, being
seen. There was howeverin the temple an excellent
watcher, a Dog, more awake than the attendants,
and it gave chase to the thief and never stopped

s See 6. 49.

8 Bernard : Bapirarov.
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barking, as with all its might it summoned others
to witness what had been done. And so at first the
thief and his companions in that crime pelted the
Dog with stones ; finally he dangled bread and cakes
in front of it. He had been careful to bring these
things with him as an attraction to Dogs, as he
supposed. Since however the Dog continued to
bark when the thief came to the house where he
lodged and when he came out again, it was dis-
covered where the Dog belonged, while the inscrip-
tions and the places where the offerings were set up
lacked the missing objects. The Athenians there-
fore concluded that this man was the thief, and by
putting him on the rack discovered the whole affair.
And the man was sentenced in accordance with the
law, while the Dog was rewarded by being fed and
cared for at the public expense for being a faithful
watcher and second to none of the attendants in
vigilance.

14. The Goat, it seems, is in fact skilful at curlng The Goat
that mist of the eyes which doctors call ‘ cataract,” g,

and it is even said that men have learnt this cure

. from the Goat. The method is as follows. When

the Goat perceives that its sight has become clouded
it goes to a bramble and applies its eye to a thorn.
The thorn pricks it and the fluid is discharged, but the
pupilremains unharmed and the Goat regains its sight
without any need of man’s skill and manipulation.

15. Young Elephants cross a river by swimming, Elephonts,

but the full-grown ones, if covered by the stream

3 N a 4 " s,
kol TadTa. Sppa vifar avTd.
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raise their trunks above the water, while the mother-
elephants carry their newly born young upon their
tusks. It is the young who take the lead in danger
and hardship; out of respect for their elders they give
way to them in drinking and feeding, and they have
no need at all of the laws of Lycurgus. An Elephant
old and weak or stricken with disease would never be
abandoned by his fellows in the herd, but they stay
beside him loyally and hasten to lend him strength
on all occasions, especially when they are being
pursued; and they fight on his behalf and through
staying by him receive wounds, when they could
escape. The females would never desert the young
they have borne, but they too remain loyally at their
side even though hunters press hard upon them, and
they would sooner relinquish their life than their
offspring.

When I was a boy I knew an aged woman, Laenilla Laenilla and
d her sons

by name, and everybody used to point at her, an
a story was told of her to this effect. My elders used
to tell me that she had passionately loved a servant
and used to sleep with him, thereby bringing a slur
upon her own children. They were well-born and
belonged to the Senatorial order in Rome by descent
from their fathers and remoter ancestors. Now the
children for very shame were angry with their
mother for her behaviour and admonished her gently
and spoke to her in private of the shamefulness of her
conduct. But she, seething with lust and putting her
love above her sons, accused them before the magis-

3 Reiske: mapdvres. 4 yévous dpédpevor.

5 (maides) add. H.
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trate, alleging that they were plotting against him.
The magistrate having a ready ear for calumny, and
being of a suspicious and cowardly nature (those are
attributes of an ignoble character), believed her.
So her sons who had done no wrong were put to
death, while the woman reaped the reward of her
informing and slept freely with the slave,

O gods of our fathers, O Artemis of the child-bed,
and ye goddesses of birth, daughters of Hera, why,
when we recall calamities that befell recently and in
our own day, should we speak any more of Colchian
Medea or- Attic Procne ? :

16. Eagles seize Tortoises and then dash them on Eagle and
rocks from a height, and having smashed the Tor- Toris°
toise’s shell they extract and eat the flesh. It was
in this way, I am told, that Aeschylus of Eleusis, the
tragic poet, met his end. Aeschylus was seated Death of
upon a rock, meditating, I suppose, and writing as eschylus
usual. He had no hair on his head and was bald.

Now an Eagle supposing his head to be a rock, let
the Tortoise which it was holding fall upon it. And
the missile struck the aforesaid poet and killed him.

17. The Ceryl and the Halcyon feed side by side Geryl and
and live together. . . . And when the Ceryls are eyon
feeble with age the Halcyons place them on their
back and carry them about upon their middle wing-
feathers, as they are called. Women however look
down upon those who are ageing, and cast their eyes
on youths. And husbands are eager after girls and

3 Koyw. 4 ¢ derds.
5 Lacuna.
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take no notice of their elderly legal wives: creatures
gifted with speech are not ashamed to live more
unreasonably than unreasoning animals. :

18. The Egyptians who live about the region
called Coptus assert that no more than a pair of
Ravens is seen there. And even those Romans who
guard the mountain district because of the Emerald
Mine,® they also maintain that the same number of
this species live there. And in that place there is a
temple in honour of Apollo to whom, they say, the
birds are sacred.

19. Here again I may as well speak of the pecu-
liarities of animals. The sheep and the ass seem
inclined to be sluggish; fawns, roe-deer, gazelles,
antelopes, hares (which poets style ‘ cowerers *) are
timorous creatures. Timorous also are sparrows
among birds, and the mullet among fishes. Baboons
and goats are lecherous, and it is even said that the
latter have intercourse with women—a fact which
Pindar [ fr. 201 S] appears to marvel at. And even
hounds are said to have assaulted women, and indeed
it is reported that a woman in Rome was accused by
her husband of adultery, and the adulterer in the
case was stated to be a hound. And I have heard
that baboons have fallen madly in love with girls and
have even raped them, being more wanton than the

¢ Smaragdus, the Egyptian Emerald Mine, lay B of the
Nile near the Red Sea, between Berenice and the mountain
range of Lepte. . See Geogr. JI 16 (1900) 537,

3
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little boys in the all-night revels of Menander.? The
partridge is extremely lecherous and given to
adultery; at any rate these birds are said to go after
the hens stealthily and with hardly a sound. Dogs.
do not admit others to share their food on any
account; at any rate they often tear one another
over a bone, just like Menelaus and Paris over Helen.
I am told that the dogs of Memphis are the only
ones that pool their prey and share their food. The
hog is implacable and devoid of justice; at any rate’
these creatures eat one another’s dead bodies. And
the majority of fishes do the same. But the most
impious of all is the hippopotamus, for it even eats
its own father. Flies and dogs are without shame
and are not easily checked.

20. Wolves are exceedingly fierce, and the Hungry
Egyptians assert that they even eat one another, and "° ves

that the way in which they plot against each other
is, they say, as follows. They gather round in a circle
and then start to run. And when any of their
number is overcome with dizziness from running
round and round and collapses, the rest fall upon him
as he lies, tear him to pieces, and eat him. They do
this whenever their hunting is unsuccessful. For
with them, provided they do not-go hungry, nothing
else counts; just as with evil men nothing counts but
money.

21. Itseemsthatthe Monkeyisthemostmischievous Monkey and
of animals; and even worse when it attempts to ™7

copy man. For example, a Monkey observed from

& No comedy of Menander of the name of Iavvvyis(-i8es) is
known; the reference is presumably general.
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a distance a nurse washing a baby in a tub, observed
how first of all she took off its swaddling clothes and
then after the bath wrapped it up; it marked where
shelaid it to rest, and when it saw the place unguarded,
sprang in through an open window, from which it
had aview of everything ; took the baby from its cot;
stripped it as it had chanced to see the nurse do;
brought the tub out, and (there was water heating on
some embers) poured boiling water over the wretched
baby and even caused it to die most miserably.

29. It seems that the Hyena also and the Coro- The Hyena

cottas,® as they call it, are viciously clever animals.
At any rate the Hyena prowls about cattle-folds by
night and imitates men vomiting. And at the
sound dogs come up, thinking it is a man. Where-

upon it seizes and devours them. I shall now relate The ‘Goro-

the villainy of the Corocottas, of which I have %
actually heard. It conceals itself in thickets and
then listens to woodcutters calling one another by
name, and even to anything they say. And then it
imitates their voices and speaks (though the story
may be fabulous) with a voice that sounds human at
any rate, calling out the name which it has heard.
And the man who has been called approaches: the
animal withdraws and calls again: the man follows
the voice all the more. But when it has drawn him
away from his fellow-workers and has got him alone,
it seizes him and kills him and then makes a meal off
him after luring him on with its call.

@ Kopoxdrras: ° perh. hyena’ (L-8?); O. Keller (Antike
Tierwelt 1. 152) says that the word is of Libyan origin and
denotes the speckled Libyan hyena, Hyaena crocuta, as distinct
from the common striped species.
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23. The Lion knows how to take vengeance on one
who has previously done him an injury, and even
though the vengeance be not immediate,

¢ yet doth he keep his anger thereafter in his bosom,
until he accomplish it * [Hom. 11. 1. 82].

And Juba of Mauretania,?® the father of the boy who
was a hostage at Rome, bears witness to this. He
was marching once through the desert against some
tribes who had revolted, when one of the youths who
ran beside him, well-born, handsome, and already
fond of the chase, struck with a javelin a Lion that
chanced to appear by the roadside: he hit the mark
and wounded the beast, but failed to killit. But the
expedition was in haste; the animal drew off, and
the boy who had wounded it hurried by with the
rest. Now when a whole year had passed and Juba
had accomplished his purpose, returning by the same
way he arrived at the spot where the Lion had
happened to be wounded. And in spite of the
maultitude of men that same Lion came forward and,
without touching anyone else, seized him who a
year ago had wounded it, and pouring forth the
gathered anger which it had been nursing all that
while, tore to pieces the boy whom it had recognised.
But not a soul took vengeance: they were afraid of
the fierce and absolutely terrifying anger of the
Lion. And besides, their journey made them hasten.

A Lion’s
vengeance

24. 1 have heard that there are different species The Crab:

various

and various tribes of Crabs, for there are some that species

¢ Juba I, King of Numidia (not Mauretania), 1st cent. B.C.,
took the side of Pompey in the Civil War; after the battle of
Thapsus he committed suicide.
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" live on rocks, but there are others besides, which mud,

seaweed, and sand generate. And they have many
shapes and many names. And the Runner-crabs
as they are called (and most appropriately) roam
hither and thither, for it is neither their wish nor
their nature to remain quiet and at rest in the same
place, but they wander about the beaches where they
were born; and they do in fact go further afield, just
as human beings who are fond of travel. The
occasion of their wandering so far is their desire for
more food of some kind. Now in the Thracian
Bosphorus whenever the current comes down
strongly from the Euxine, the Crabs wish to force
their way upstream, but, as is natural, the stream
breaks with too great violence round the headlands,
so that if they should want to go against it, it will
altogether thrust them back and defeat them. Now
the Crabs are already aware of this, and whenever
they come near a headland each one halts in some
bay-like spot and waits for the others. Then when
they have congregated in one spot, they crawl up on
to the land and scramble up on to the cliffs and so
pass by on foot that part of the sea where the current
is strongest. Then having surmounted and passed
the promontory, they descend once more to the sea.
But the fishermen spare them because it is of their
own free will that the Crabs crawl out onto the land :

" the men wish also to be spared themselves: they

cannot bear to appear more cruel than the waves.
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95. I know that I have somewhere earlier on ¢
spoken of jealousy on the part of an animal not only
extremely prudent but also extremely continent:
it was, if my memory is sound, the Purple Coot.
And I have now heard of a Lap-dog in Sicily that was
the enemy of adulterers and a bitter foe to all of
that class. The adulterer had concealed himself
indoors, the lecherous woman having heard that her
husband was returning from a journey; and the man
was, as he supposed, well-situated for a hiding-place:
for the servants, or those who were in league with
their mistress to conceal the crime (there were ‘ such
as were stewards of mirrors and of perfumes,’ as
Euripides says [Or. 1112]),> and the doorkeepers too
had been bribed, and this made the adulterer bold.
However matters did not turn out as intended; far
from it. For the Lap-dog kept barking and even
scratching with its paws at the door in such a way as
to alarm the master and to cause him by its action to
guess that there was some mischief lurking. So
naturally enough he threw open the door and caught
the adulterer. The manhad a sword and was waiting
till night fell so that he might kill the master of the
house and thereupon marry the aforesaid woman.

96. Here is another example of the cleverness of
Goats. They know full well that human spittle is
deadly to other animals and they keep away from it,
just as we also try to avoid anything that would
injure a man were he to taste of it. Indeed it has

e See 3. 42.

 Qur texts of Euripides have ofovs évdmrpwv . . . émordras,
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happened before now that 2 man has in his ignor-
ance and unconsciously swallowed some poison} but
as to Goats, the aforesaid spittle would never take
them unawares. And doubtless the same spittle is
most effective at killing even sea-scolopendras. A
Goat that is destined for slaughter is well aware of
it: witness the fact that it will no longer touch
food. And a Goat disdains to bring up the rear of
a flock of sheep, but must take the lead, and pro-
claims it by its gait. At any rate she walks ahead of
them, and the He-goat of the She-goats as well: his
beard gives him confidence, and by some mysterious
natural instinct he sets the male above the female.

97. It seems that Sheep are in fact the most The Sheep

readily obedient of animals and have been taught
by Nature to submit to rule. At all events they give
heed to the shepherd and his dogs, and they even
follow goats. Also they are devoted to one another
and consequently less exposed to the attacks of
wolves. For a Sheep does not wander away by
itself, nor yet does it separate itself from its fellow,
as goats do. The Arabians maintain that their
flocks grow fat upon music rather than upon fodder.
They like eating saline things, because they add a
flavour to their drink. Moreover Sheep know this

too, viz that the north wind and the south wind, no Winds

less than the rams which mount them, are their allies £
in promoting fertility. And this also they know, that
whereas the north wind tends to produce males, the
south wind produces females. And a Sheep that is
being covered faces in this direction or in that

6 2
€TOVTAL.
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according as it wants a male or a female offspring.
So Achilles needed to pray in order that his friend
lying on the pyre might be burned, and Iris sum-
moned the winds for him, O noble Homer {II. 23.
194 ff.], promising them, if they came, a sacrifice by
way of reward. And the son of Neacles ¢ taught the
Athenians to sacrifice to the Winds. But Sheep
without any trouble have them ready and un-
summoned to help them to pregnancy. And so
shepherds also are good at looking out for them.
At any rate when the south wind blows they put
the rams to the Sheep, in order that their offspring
may preferably be female,

28. When Icarius was slain by the relatives of Icariusang

those who, after drinking wine for the first time, fell
asleep (for as yet they did not know that what had
happened was not death but a drunken stupor), the
people of Attica suffered from a disease, Dionysus
thereby (as I think) avenging the first and the most
elderly man who cultivated his plants.? At any rate
the Pythian oracle declared that if they wanted to

be restored to health they must offer sacrifice to.

Icarius and to Erigone his daughter and to her hound
which was celebrated for having in its excessive love
for its mistress declined to outlive her. FEuripides
is not serious when he says [ Med. 54]

‘ Good slaves are grieved and their hearts are
gripped when things go ill with their masters,’

@ Themistocles. Cp. Hdt. 7. 179.

® Tcarius was instructed by Dionysus in the cultivation
of the vine. Wine and its possible effects were till then
unknown.
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for where is the man who died in consequence of his
master’s death,? although this is what a dog—a slave
—did?

29. Now here is a further testimony to the pecuhar A fatthfﬂl
goodwill which Dogs bear towards those who keep =™
them. A man of Colophon arrived at Teos with the
intention of buying up certain articles, for he was a
merchant and made his profits by retailing and ex-
changing his purchases. And he brought with him
money, a servant, and a Dog; and the slave carried
the money. But on the journey the servant stepped
aside—he had a pressing call of nature——and the Dog
followed him. Now the young man put down the
money-bag and forgot to pick it up again and went
on his way. But the Dog lay down on the money
and remained quietly there. And when the master
and his servant arrived at Teos they returned without
doing any business, not having the means to make
purchases. They turned aside however along the
same road where the servant left the purse and found
their own Dog lying upon it and hardly breathing
from starvation. But directly the Dog saw its
master and its fellow-slave it moved off the money-
bag and in the same instant gave up its post of
guardian and its life.

So then even the dog Argus,? O divine Homer, was
no fiction of yours, no poetical exaggeration, if indeed
the events which I have narrated really befell the
man of Teos.¢

4 See 6. 25 fin.
b Homer Od. 17. 291; cp. Ael. N4 4. 40.
¢ This is a slip; the man came from Colophon.




AELIAN

30. FEIVOS Kapklvwv éIU'TL, KCLl‘, '7T€’T7])llfab 1 (’)'VO‘U,U,

adrols. TOV ucv odv My 8etv elor AevrdTepor,
TikTovrar 8¢ & 1O WHAH. Seloavres 8¢ olToL
kal mérovrar Eyovar yap mTepdyia pukpd, diep
odv abrods Houyi] percwpiler Te kal éladpile.
Baditovres pév oy dkiore TobTWY Séovrar,
doPnbévres 8¢ Eyoval Twa emurouplay o mdwv
72 kaprepdv  aMowovrar ydp olTe Dymlol
merduevor, obTe Ry peTewpomopely ofol Te OvTes.
rovTous Tou % Tovs Kaprivovs éofiovet Tves: paoi
8¢ wal loylov mwéve dyalov elvar, el Tis Pdyor
aAyov.

31. Al 8¢ raprwddes Tikrovrar pdv yvuval, T6
8¢ Sorparov avrals alpodvrar s olxiay olkfjoar
i dplorny. dmoblovrar 8¢ ral mopdipas SoTpa~
kov kev® mepiruxoboar kai oTpdufov. kal és
Soov wév admy oréya, yalper Tf kaTaywyj éav
8¢ avdéfoy Ty odpra, és dMov peroucileron
:)\fxm;. mepirvyxdver 8¢ Tols mpoeipnuévols moA-

ols.

€ 1
32. Of 8¢ arpduPor kal Bacidéa éxovar, kai
V4 ~
pdda ye edmelfds dpyovrar. kol ¢ pev Bacilevs
o 7 4
obros peyéfer pév éomi péyioros, kdMoros 8¢
4 AY 2 A 3 -~ ~
kdMos.5 kal € pév elm of watadvar Adov,
L -~ -~
&Space Tobro mpiTicTosT €l 8¢ dvadiva, Kal
o~ 3
T000e dpyer: peraxwovudve 3¢ émovrar wal of
A I o 83 o\ EIA /‘8 A Vé L4
ovrrol. GoTis dv &y 7év8e Tov PBaciéa, Ot
1 % 2 4
i mz)\awz H. wayTY.
pévror.
4 7moMdois kal kevols doTpdKols.

144

ON ANIMALS, VII. 30-32

30. There is a species of Crab called Peteliae
(flyers).2 They are paler in appearance than other
crabs and are generated in the mud. And when
scared they actually fly, for they possess tiny wings
which give them a slight lift and lessen their weight.
When walking however they have no need of
them, but when frightened these wings afford
them a certain not very considerable assistance, for
as they do not fly high and are unable to travel
through the air, they are caught; and some people
eat these crabs. And they do say that they are good
for sciatica if eaten during an attack.

31. Hermit-crabs are born without a shell and
select for themselves the shell that makes the best
house for them to live in. They even enter the shell
of the purple-shellfish if they can find one empty,
and the shell of the-whelk. And so long as it is large
enough to cover them they are satisfied with their
lodging. But if their body grows they migrate to an-
other dwelling, and they find quantities of such shells.

32. Whelks even have a King and submit most
obediently to his rule. And this King exceeds
all others in size and beauty. And if it is ex-
pedient for him to sink, he is the first to do so; if to
come up again, he leads the way; and when he
moves to another place the rest follow him. The

man who succeeds in catching this King knows well

that his affairs will prosper. Moreover if a man

@ Thomﬁ)son, GF. fishes, s.v. rapxivos,  they suggest the
little sand-hoppers,” which leap about but cannot fiy.

5 kdMer Ges.
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sees a King Whelk being caught, he goes away in
more cheerful spirits, imagining that he too will have
some good fortune. And at Byzantium a prize is
offered for the man who catches the aforesaid fish:
each of his fellow-anglers contributes an Attic
drachma to the one who catches it, and that is the
prize.

33. Waves roll Sea-urchins out of their haunts, The Sea-
dash them on to the dry land, and hurl them with the ™

utmost violence out of the sea. So for fear of this,
whenever these creatures perceive the waves rippling
and beginning to swell to greater violence, they pick
up with their prickles as many pebbles as they can
carry and have some ballast, so that they are not
easily rolled about and do not undergo what they
dread.

34. The Purple Shellfish is exceedingly gluttonous The Purple

and possesses an unusually long tongue which it She
thrusts through everything that it can. By this,
means it draws in whatever it eats, and by this means
it is caught. And the way in which it is hunted is
this: men weave a weel, small and of close texture,
and inside there is a whelk and this has been in-
serted in the centre of the weel. Now the Purple
Shellfish struggles to extend its tongue to the utmost
and to reach its prey. And it is forced to project
the whole length if it is not to miss what it longs for.
And when it has inserted its tongue it sucks until the
tongue is so swollen with surfeiting that the creature
cannot withdraw it again. So there it remains

3 phixerar Aafeiv. ’ 4 éavriy.
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ON ANIMALS, VIL 34-36

caught, and the fisherman observing this, catches
for the second time what has already been caught by
its own gluttony.

35. The Scolopendra @ is a creature of the sea and The Sea-
looks exactly like the land-scolopendra (centipede). scolopendra
And if a man’s skin come in contact with it, he at
once feels a stinging and irritation, and has the same
kind of pain as from the plant they call the nettle.

And Sea-anemones also produce an itching, but not
so violent; and they are better to eat when the
equinox is past.

36. Whenever Elephants are routed by hunters gfslg?glgzgis
and begin to stampede like soldiers in war, they do P
not scatter and take to flight singly but in a herd,
and they press against one another as they cling to
their fellows. Round the outside are the young
animals, the most pugnacious, you might say; in the
middle the old elephants and the mothers, and
beneath them the baby elephants, each mother
hiding her own. And these little ones are very
seldom to be seen. And even lions, if they catch
sight of them herded together, lions which up to
that moment have inspired fear and consternation,
either flee at full speed or cower down one here
and another there, like fawns, in terror of the
Elephants.

The Elephant does not turn and face its pursuers,
unless it be to protect its young or sick ones: then it
is irresistible.

¢ Not certainly identified; thought by some to be an
annelid worm, e.g. Nereis, but for the fact that this does nob
sting.
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e At the crossing of the Hydaspes (mod. Jhelum), 327 B.c.
b Porus survived to become the ally of Alexander. :
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37. When Porus the King of the Indians had
received many wounds in the battle ¢ against Alex-
ander, his Elephant proceeded with its trunk to pick
out the javelins gently and cautiously; and in spite
of its own numerous wounds it did not pause until it
knew that its master was collapsing through copious
loss of blood and was swooning.? And so it lay down
beneath him and remained crouching to prevent
Porus from falling from a height and damaging his
body even more.

38. Their hounds used to accompany the people
of Hyrcania and Magnesia to war, and in fact these
allies were an advantage and a help to them. An
Athenian took with him a Dog as fellow-soldier to
the battle of Marathon, and both are figured in a
painting in the Stoa Poecile,” nor was the Dog denied
honour but received the reward of the danger it had
undergone in being seen among the companions of
Cynegirus,? Epizelus, and Callimachus. They and
the Dog were painted by Micon,? though some say
it was not his work but that of Polygnotus f of Thasos.

¢ ¢ Painted Porch ’: a series of colonnades surrounding the
Agora at Athens, decorated with paintings of episodes from
the Persian wars.

2 Brother of the poet Aeschylus, famed for his bravery at
Marathon, 490 8.0.—Epizelus (or Polyzelus) blinded at Mara-
thon by a remarkable vision; see Hdt. 6. 117.—Callimachus,
Athenian Polemarch, distinguished himself at Marathon and
died there in a heroic attack on the Persian fleet.

¢ Athenian painter and sculptor, 5th cent. B.c., contem-
porary of Polygnotus; both artists painted frescoes in the Stoa
Poecile. )

4 Polygnotus of Thasos, lived and worked ab Athens, second
half of 5th cent. B.c. One of the foremost of Greek painters.
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¢ In neither of the extant plays on Iphigenia.
¢ The third ‘ Labour * was to capture the Arcadian stag.
¢ Pindar.
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39. Those who maintain that Hinds do not grow 4 bomed

horns have no regard for witnesses to the contrary,
none for Sophocles who says

¢ And down from the steep crags came roaming
an antlered hind ’ [ fr. 89 P1;

and again

‘ Lifting its nostrils . . . and the tynes of its
antlers (the hind)» moved on in peace ’ [ib.].

This is what the son of Sophillus wrote in his Aleadae.
And Euripides in his Iphigenia ® says
‘But I will place in the very hands of the
Achaeans an antlered hind, which they will slay
and boast they have slain thy daughter T[S
857 N1.

And the same Euripides says in his Temenidae that
the ¢ Labour ’ of Heracles ® had horns, in the follow-
ing verses: i

¢ And he came in quest of the golden-horned
deer, braving one fearful task in his mighty
labours, over mountain haunts to meadows un-
trodden, and to groves where flocks graze ’

[ fr. 140 N]. .

And the Theban minstrel ¢ in one of his Epinician
odes sings thus: )

¢ Necessity laid upon him by Eurystheus through
his father urged him on to fetch the hind with the
golden horns * [Pind. 0. 3. 28].¢

4 Tn consequence of an oath of his father Zeus, Heracles was
forced to submit to the will of Eurystheus; see Hom. IL. 19.
95ff. Ridgeway (Barly age of Greece, 1. 360) congidered the
“horned doe ’ to be the reindeer of N Asia and Burope; it is
the only kind of deer in which the female possesses horns.
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And Anacreon says of the Hind

‘fiven as a new-born fawn unweaned, which,
when forsaken by its borned mother in the forest,

is affrighted *[ fr. 39 D].

Those who falsify the reading and go so far as to say
that we should write époéoons (for kepoéaars) are
soundly refuted by Aristophanes of Byzantium ; and

I am convinced by his refutation.®

40. Now here are further instances afforded by The Dog's
Dogs of loyalty unsurpassable. When Polus? the gé"gﬁg;f"
tragic actor died and his body was burning,
the Dog which he had kept sprang on to the

re and was burned to death along with him.

When the body of Mentor ¢ was burning, his Exetrian
Hounds of their own accord were burned to death
and shared his end. Theodorus,¢ an excellent
harp-player, was placed in the coffin by his relatives,
and his” Maltese Lap-dog threw itself into the
receptacle and was buried along with him. And I
have heard that there is a race of beings in Ethiopia
among whom a Dog is king, and they obey his pogas King
wishes: when he whimpers they know that he is in
a good temper, but when he barks they understand
that he is angry. If Hermippus is in anyone’s view
a competent authority, he ‘should carry conviction

o Tn all the examples except that from Anacreon the
feminine can, as often, be taken as sexless = a deer.

b Polus, of Athens, 5th cent. B.C. He excelled in Sopho-
clean parts.

¢ Perh. Mentor of Rhodes, 4th cent. B.C., mercenary soldier,
later general, in the Persian army. -

¢ No harpist of this name is known. The ° Theodorus ’
mentioned in Ael. VH 12. 17 was a piper, c. 300 B.0.
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yevépevos 7ol kal ovmbav oméoov 76 perald
W Tob pdxbov kal s paoTdrys, Tod Aowrod Tiv
TUxnY 8ubdokalov mowmaduevos, & mpdrepov drwy
énabev, elra uévror Tobro elpydlero Erdv. Ny
3¢ 7 Spewndue ¢ lavvew xal w Tob morauod

L Schn: ’Apioroxdéwva. 2 s,

8 rofiTov adriv. ¢ Gpeorduw.

“'Head .of the ‘Middle Academy,” c¢. 240-215 B.c.; his
copious writings have perished. The above story may well
be spiteful gossip.
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from having cited Aristocreon as a witness to his
story. This has not escaped my notice and it was
opportune that I remembered it.

41. Lacydes the peripatetic philosopher ¢ possessed
a remarkable goose. At any rate it was deeply
devoted to its keeper: when he went for a walk, it
went too; when he sat down, it would remain still
and would not leave him for a moment. And when
it died Lacydes gave it a most costly funeral as
though he were burying a son or a brother. And
Pyrrhus of Epirus had an elephant which was so
fond of its master that when Pyrrhus was killed at
Argos,? though its driver had fallen off, it would not
halt and remain still until it had rescued him from
the hands of the enemy and had brought him back
to his friends.

42. Thales of Miletus ¢ repaid the malice of a Mule
which he detected with great subtlety. A Mule
was carrying a load of salt and once, when crossing a
river, by accident stumbled and was upset. Con-
sequently the salt was soaked and melted, and the
Mule was delighted to be eased of its burden. So
the Mule realising the difference between labour and
relaxation took a lesson for the future from its
accident and deliberately conirived what before it
had unwillingly undergone. It was impossible for
the muleteer to drive it by any other road away from

& Pyrrhus, King of Epirus, struck on the head by a tile and
killed while fighting at Argos, 272 B.C.

¢ Thales, 7th/6th cent. B.0., one of the Seven Sages of
Greece, philosopher and mathematician.
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the river. So when Thales heard the man’s ex-
planation, he thought that he must contrive to punish
the Mule for its malice and ordered the man to load
it with sponges and wool on top of the salt. But the
Mule all unaware of the plot stumbled as usual, and
having saturated its burden with water, realised that
its trick was turned to its own undoing ; so after that
it made the crossing without disturbance and kept
control of its legs and preserved the salt undamaged.

'43. I learn that at Antioch in Syria there was a Blephant
and flower-

43. Mwvfdvopar 8¢ év 77 *Avridyov moder 74 tame Elephant and that as it went to its feeding- geller

Zdpwv mpov yevéofor éNépavra, lovra Te adTov
émt Tas vopds oTepavémwhy yvvalka opdy Mdéws,
ral mpoceordvar adrf kal T§ mpoBookidl TO
mpbowmov THis dvBpdmov kabaipew. déleap 8¢
dpa éxelry wabler Tob idTpov adrd oTédavoy éx
7oV kad’ dpav mAenduevov,t kol 7O pév donuépar
AapBdvew épyov v, TH 3¢ Siddvar. ypdvew- 8é
Jorepov 7 pév dvfpwmos Tov Blov karéoTpefer, ©
8¢ eXpas 7iis ovwmlbelas Siopaprdvwv kal ody
opdv Ty émdber yvvalka, domep obv €épacTis
pwuérns druydv Enypddn: Kai 6 Téws mpao-
Tatos wv és Buudv édln domep odv kal TdV
avbpdmawv of dyav mo ThHs Mmys émxhvofévres
kal éxppoves yeyernuévor.

grounds it used to take great pleasure in the sight
of a woman who sold garlands, and would stand close
by her and clean her face with its trunk. Accord-
ingly the woman used to hang out as a bait to charm
it a garland woven of the season’s flowers, and every
day it was the Elephant’s practice to accept, and hers
to offer it In course of time the woman departed
this life, and the Elephant, missing its customary
fare and not seeing the woman of its desire, grew
savage like a lover who has lost his loved one. . And
the creature that till then had been of the gentlest
was inflamed with passion like men who are over-
whelmed with excess of grief and driven out of their
senses.

44. Elephants do obeisance to the rising sun by The

lifting their trunks like hands to face its beams, and f&g{’gﬁnﬂfﬁ;_

that, you see, is why they are beloved of the god. per

44. Tov flwov dvioyovra mpookvvobow éXédav-
Tes, Tos mpoPookidas €00 Tiis dxtivos ws Xeipas
dvatelvovres, &lbev Toi kol 78 fed didobrTar.

w

1 2 ? aw 2 v e :
¢ Setpieva ToY dxbous. Kai omas. 4 &k . . . mAexdpevov] del 7@y ék THs Téxvns Tov kal &. .
Reiske : xaxd.
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Let Ptolemy Philopator be a trustworthy witness to
the fact. With the aid of the god he overcame
Antiochus,® and in sacrificing for his victory and to
propitiate the Sun he not only offered sacrifices on a
magnificent scale but even went so far as to offer
four of the very largest elephants as victims, paying
homage, as he supposed, to the god by this very
sacrifice. But a vision in his sleep troubled him:
the god seemed to threaten him for this unusual and
strange offering. And he in bhis fear caused four
elephants to be made of bronze and offered them to
the god in place of those he had slaughtered, hoping
to placate him and to ensure his favour. Elephants
for their part worship the gods, whereas mankind is
in doubt whether in fact there are gods, and, if there
are, whether they take thought for us.

45 (i). The Priests of Egypt do not purify them- Egyptian
selves with water of every kind, nor even with such f{;‘frsm and
water as they may chance upon, but only with that ablutions
from which they believe an Ibis has drunk. For
they know full well that this bird would never drink
water that was dirty or that had been tainted with
any drugs; for they believe that the bird possesses
a certain prophetic faculty, seeing that it is sacred.

(i). Ilearn that unwounded Elephants pick spears The
and javelins out of those that have been wounded, gﬁfg&ﬁ‘t as
with caution, just as though they understood the
practice of surgery and had acquired skill in these
matters.

(iii). It seems that people in olden times paid Nicknames
regard even to brute beasts in the following way.
Pyrrhus of Epirus delighted to be called the

e At the battle of Raphia, 217 B.cC. :
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& Younger son of Antiochus I, whom he succeeded 245 8.0, ;
driven out of Asia Minor and killed in Egypt 227 B.c. Justin.
27. 2 ¢ Hierax’ est cognominatus, quia mon hominis sed
accipitris ritu tn alienis diripiendis vitam sectarebur.
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Eagle,” and Antiochus, so it is said, to be called  the
Hawk.’® 1 have mentioned these cases together,
different though they are; an intelligent man will
find them worth knowing.

46. Mithridates of Pontus?® when asleep was
unwilling to entrust his own safety to weapons and

"spearmen, and for that reason he kept as body-

guard a bull, a2 horse, and a stag that had been
tamed. Accordingly these animals guarded him
while he slept, and if ever anyone approached they
at once perceived it by his breathing. And they
would wake the King, the bull by bellowing, the
horse by neighing, and the stag by bleating.

47. The young offspring of wild animals have
different appellations, and the majority at any rate
have two names. The young of Lions, for instance,
are called orxduvor and Aeovri8els, as Aristophanes
of Byzantium testifies; and of Leopards, oKUpvoL

Mithridates,
his body-
guard

Names for
the young
of Animals

and dpwnlot, although there are those who assert -

that dprnlot are a different kind of leopard. But
the young of Jackals are habitually called oxvuvo
only; and the same with Tigers and Ants® and
Panthers. - And it appears that the young of Lynxes
are similarly spoken of ; at any rate in the Dithyrambs,
as they are called, of Lasus we find the young of a

lynx spoken of in this way. We hear too of the

ordpvor and also of the mbnuidels of Monkeys, and of

b Mithridates VI, Bupator, 2nd/lst cent. B.c., Rome’s most
formidable adversary in the Hast; defeated at length by
Pompey, 65 B.C. )

¢ Perhaps udpuné is here to be interpreted as ‘ marmot
see Hdt. 3. 102 with the commentators ad loc. o
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the w®dAot of Antelopes, ‘ And I should not be sur-
prised if we heard of the 7@Aot of Gazelles also ’ says
the same Aristophanes. ‘But the young of Dogs
and Wolves would be called okAaxes “he says. And
young wolves are in fact also called Avkidels, where-
as a full-grown wolf of the largest size would be called
,uové/\vkog. The young of Hares are )\a'yLSE'L‘g, but a
fully grown Hare poets like to callrrdd§ ; the Spartans,
rayivas. The young of Foxes are called dAwmeriSels,
while their mother is called xepdc) and oraddipny and
oxwdadds. Men call the young of Wild Swine
poAdBpia, and you may hear Hipponax in some
passage [ fr. 68 D] speaking of an actual Boar as
wodoBpitns. And there are certain Pigs that are
called poviar. People habitually call Gazelles
{dpres and mpéres. And the young of Porcupines
and similar creatures are called 68pta; the word is
mentioned by Euripides in his Peliades [ fr. 616 N]
and by Aeschylus in his Agamemnon ¢ and his
Dictyulci [ fr. 48 N]. But the young of Birds and of
Snakes and of Crocodiles are called yrdrcado: by some,
among whom are the people of Thessaly. And
people call little new-hatched birds dprdAuyot, and
the young of chickens dAekTopidels ; and again they
speak of ynidels and ynrodwmeridets and form words
like them on the same principle. But Achaeus the

o At Ag. 143 Aesch. wrote dBpicdloiat, it was therefore in
the Dict. that he must have written 8Bpia.

8 dpralixous . . . veoTTOUs] veoTTovs Kul Spraliyovs dAexrpud-
vwv T€ dAexToptdas. .
? Valck: dhexropldas.

8 ) R v 7 ’ sy « v oa e
éyovar kal Tév ye mépvow Svopdlovaw s xal Tov olvov.
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tragic poet called the young of the Swallow udoyos

[ fr- 47 N].

48. That memory is an attribute even of animals, Androcles

and that this is a characteristic acquired without
the system and science of mnemonics which certain
wonder-workers claim to have invented, the follow-
ing facts demonstrate. One Androcles by name,
who happened to be a slave in the household of
a Roman senator, ran away from his master after
committing some offence, the nature and extent
of which I am unable to state. Well, he arrived
in Libya and was for avoiding towns and, as the
saying is, ‘marked their places only by the stars’s
and went on into the desert. And being parched
by the excessive and fiery heat of the sun, he was
glad to take refuge and to rest under a caverned
rock. This rock, it seems, was the lair of a Lion.
Now the Lion returned from hunting, injured from
having been pierced with a sharp stake, and when
it encountered -the. young man it looked at him
in a gentle manner and began to fawn upon him,
extending its paw and imploring him as best it could
to have the stake plucked out. Androcles at first
shrank back. But when he saw that the beast was
in gentle mood, and realised what was the matter
with its paw, he extracted what was hurting it and
rid the Lion of its pain. The Lion therefore in joy
at being healed paid him his fee by treating him as

“its guest and friend, and shared with him the spoils

of its chase. And while the Lion ate its food raw,

as is the custom of lions, Androcles used to cook his

for himself. ' And they enjoyed a common table each
e Cp.2.7.

167



AELIAN

katd ¢ow Ty abrod éxdrepos. Kal TpLdY peév
&réw Tov Tpdmov Tobirov dueBiwaoev S AvBpordis:
elra dmepdyay Kovpldv kal S3afnoud Puly
kareknuuévos Tov pdv Movra dmolumdver, EavTov
8¢ pebinor T4 Toxy. elra dAdpevov odTov ovMa-
Bévres xal drov el mufdpevor és Ty ‘Pduny ¢
Seomdry Sfoavres dmoméumovow. S 8¢ &P’ ols
PBucify edfdver Tov olrérmy, Kal kaTeyvdobn
ereivos Onplows Popd mapadobiwar. €fnpdfn oS¢
aws kal 6 APus éxetvos Mwv kal dpeln év 7@
fedrpew, Kal & veavias 8¢ ds dmododuevos 6 moTe
adrdp exelvw TG Movre odvouds Te kal ovornos
yeyerquévos. xal 6 pév dvfpwmos odk éyvepioe
Tov Ofpa, éxelvos 8¢ mapaxpiuo dvéyvw TOV
dvfpwmov, kal éoawer abTov, kol GmorAivas TO
méy obpa depurtd of mapd Tols moolv. dpé B¢
kal 6 AvSpordfs éyvdpioe Tov éavrod Eévov,
wal mepthafow Tov Movra s tkovra ératpov €
dmodnulas xarnomdalero. emel 8¢ &3dker yims,
el 1 of kal wdpdakis. OSpudbons 3¢ adrijs ém
mov *Avdporéa, 6 Mwv dudvev T& mote laoa-
péve, kal kowds Tpamélns pepvmuévos Siaomd TIY
mdpSaw. ola Tolwwv elids of Oeduevor éxmMijr-
rovra, kai 6 8i18ods Tas Béas kalel Tov "Avdporiéa,
kat 76 mdy poavldver.. wal Opods és 7o mAfifos
Suappet, ral 76 cagés 6 dfuos pabdvres Edevbépous
ekBodow ddetobar kal Tov dvdpa xal Tov Aovra.
Biov &) Tdv Chowv kal 7 pyiun. Kol ouveddy
rols mpoepnuévors kai €s TO adTo 8¢ éorw
168

ON ANIMALS, VII. 48

as was his nature. And this was how Androcles
lived for the space of three years. After a time, as
his bhair grew to an excessive length and he was
troubled with a violent itching, he forsook the Lion
and trusted himself to fortune. Then as he was
wandering about he was caught, questioned as to
whom he belonged to, and sent bound to his master
in Rome. The master punished his servant for the
injury he had done him and he was condemned to be
given to the wild beasts to eat. It chanced that the
same Libyan lion had also been caught and was let
loose in the arena together with the young man
destined for death, him who had shared that very
Lion’s home and dwelling. The man for his part
did not know the Lion again, but the animal imme-
diately recognised the man, fawned upon him, and
letting its whole body sink down, threw itself at
his feet. And at last Androcles recognised his host
and throwing his arms round it, greeted it like a
comrade returned after absence. But as he was
thought to be a magician; a leopard also was let
loose upon him. And when it rushed at Androcles
the Lion came to the rescue of its former healer
and remembering how they used to feed together,
tore the leopard to pieces. The spectators, as was
natural, were dumbfounded, and the man who was
giving the shows summoned Androcles and learnt
the whole story. And the report spread through
the multitude, and the populace on learning the
truth shouted aloud that both man and Lion must
be set free. Memory is indeed one of the attributes
of animals.

And there is a corresponding story to the same

: deeifn.
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effect as the above . . . in Samos in front of Dionysus
of the Open Mouth . . .;* might be thought to
know the lair also. For this too he must consult
Eratosthenes, Euphorion, and others who narrate it.

@ The passage is corrupt. The reference is to the story
recorded by Pliny (HN 8. 57) of one Elpis of Samos who
relieved a suffering lion, of how it showed its gratitude, and
how Elpis dedicated a temple to Dionysus who had saved him.
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1. Indian histories teach us the following facts
also. Huntsmen take thoroughbred bitches which
are good at tracking wild animals and are very swift
of foot to places infested by these animals; they tie
them to trees and then go away, simply, as the saying
is, trying a throw of the dice. And if tigers find them
when they have caught nothing and are famished, they
tear them to pieces. If however they arrive on heat
and full-fed they couple with the bitches, for tigers
too when gorged turn their thoughts to sexual inter-
course. From this union, so it is said, a tiger is born,
not a hound. And from this tiger and a bitch again
a tiger would be born, although the offspring of this
last and of a bitch takes after its dam, and the seed
degenerates and a hound is born. Nor will Aristotle
contradict this [HA 607 a 4, G4 746 a 34]. Now
these hounds which can boast a. tiger for sire scorn
to pursue a stag or to face a boar, but are glad torush
at lions and thereby to give proof of their pedigree.
At any rate the Indians gave Alexander the son of
Philip a test of the strength of these hounds in the
following manner. They let loose a stag, and the
Hound stayed quiet; then a boar, and it never
moved; after that a bear, but the bear caused it no
excitement whatever. But when a lion was let
loose, and

‘when ’ the Hound ‘ beheld it, then came wrath
upon him the fiercer ’ [Hom. II. 19. 16],
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and as though it had seen its real adversary, it
neither hesitated nor remained still but leapt upon
the lion and clung to it with a vigorous grip, pressing
and throttling it. So then the Indian who was
giving the King this exhibition, knowing full well the
Hound’s power of endurance, ordered the men to cut
off its tail. The tail was cut off, but the Hound paid
no heed. So the Indian ordered one of its legs to
be cut off, and cut off it was. But the Hound clung
as fast as ever, and would not let go, as though the
leg of some other creature unconnected with it were
being cut off. Then another leg was cut off and still
the Hound would not relax its bite; then a third,
and it continued to cling ; and after these the fourth,
and still it was capable of biting. And finally they
severed the rest of its body from its head. But the
Hound’s fangs maintained their original grip, while
the head hung aloft on the lion, although the biter
himself was no more. At this Alexander was
grieved and amazed that the Hound in giving proof
of its mettle had perished, a fate the reverse of a
coward’s, and had met its death by reason of its
courage. Accordingly the Indian seeing Alexander’s
grief, presented him with four hounds of the same
breed. And he was delighted to receive them and
gave the Indian a suitable gift in'return. - And when
the son of Philip received the four he forgot his
grief over the first.

2. Every Hound that is good at hunting delights TheHound’

to catch unaided a wild animal and regards the &
catch as its prize, provided its master consents to

3 Budots. ¢ dmodwier. -

77




AELIAN

Pvrdrrer {Dvra éor’ dv & Omparis dbirnrac ral
kpivy ye mép 1o Adbévros & T kal é0édert
vexp@d 8¢ évtuyav 4 Aayd 2 7 ovi odk dv dbavro,
Tols dMorplots €avrov mdvors odk emypddwv,
008¢ G&udv odereploacfar 76 mpooiikovrd of
nrioTa.  ouke 8¢ ek ToUTwWY Exerw Tu kal puloTiplas
év éavrd duowdis: p1 yap Selobar kpedv, dAL
vikns épdv. droboar 8¢ dfwv & T Kkal dpd mapa
Tov 1ijs Bripas kawpov S kdwv ¢ OnpaTicds. mpoy-
yeiTar 700 kuvyyérov iudvTe paxpd mpoonupévos,
kal pumdatel Ths pwvis Exwv éyxpards.d kal
és doov pédv dfnpla dravrd adrd kol oddeni
évrvyydver, mpdeiow Soa t Beiv kal Texurdpacha
karnpéoTepos, kal pévror xal & 76 mpdow Low
émdyeras Tov Onpariy mpolduws Te Kol Kaprepuds
@ pdda ¢ xdwr: e 8¢ Ilyvedoee ® xal douf
T mpooméoor 8 Onplov, évrabfa Eoryrer. & 8¢
vanye'ﬂys é'pXGTaL m\no’fov, Kal 0 Kdwv wepbxap?’]s
71] eveppio dv alkdMer Tov 860‘7707'7]1/ Kol qSL)\eL
T mdde, kal wddw Tfs ef apxfis iyvevoews
éxerar, kal mpdetor Bddny o’ dv ddliyrar mpds
'rv\)v Kolﬂyu, Kal 'n'epawe'pw ol mpletot. Guvikey
odv ¢ ana'rng, kai dmrobuwiifas a*q,u,aweb T0lS
dpivwpols: of 8¢ meptfdovor Tds dprus.  Kal
évratfa 700 kawpol TAdkrnoey & kiwv+ voel 8¢
adr® Tpucadra 1§ Pory & dvdoracw Tév oy
vmobijéar, lva éxméon 7 dedywv kal Tois Sucﬂfl.os
Ka7a)m¢9ﬁ dAdvros 8¢ Tob ﬁnpég, 6 0¢ émwikidy

Twa olovel waidva éxfod, ral péynle kal oriprd,
178

ON ANIMALS, VIIIL 2

this. Otherwise it preserves the animal alive until
the huntsman comes up and decides what he wants
to do with the capture. But if it comes upon a dead
hare or boar it will not touch it, refusing to claim
credit for another’s labours and declining to appro-
priate what does not belong to it. From these facts
it appears to have a certain natural love of distinction :
it is not meat that it wants ; it is victory that it loves,
And it is worth hearing how the Hound behaves
when it is hunting. It goes ahead of the huntsman,
to whom it is attached by a long leash, and controlling
its bark, tracks the game by scent. And so long as no
game comes its way and it finds nothing, it goes
forward rather despondently to judge from its looks;
for all that, it goes ahead and leads the huntsman on
with the utmost keenness and pertinacity. But if
it tracks out some beast and comes upon some scent,
then it halts. And the huntsman approaches while
the Hound overjoyed at its good luck fawns upon its
master, licks his feet, and resumes its original quest;
advancing step by step until it comes upon the lair;
further it does not go. So then the huntsman
understands and with a low call gives the signal to
the men with the nets. And they set the netsin a
ring. Thereupon the Hound barks. The intention
of its baying just then is to provoke the boar to rise
in order that he may emerge and as he flees may be
caught in the nets. And when the beast is captured,
the Hound raises a loud cry of victory, as it were a
hymn of praise, and is delighted and leaps about,

1 féet. o ' 2 Xay®d Tt

3 Syrpatds kxal clwmdv. 4 ds. )
5 Ixvevoeie TuxoV. § mpooméooL mov.
7 eparéon. ) o
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like soldiers who have overcome their enemies. This
is what Hounds do in dealing with boars and stags.

3. Itseems that even Dolphins are more scrupulous
than men in showing their gratitude and are not con-
trolled by the Persian custom applauded by Xeno-
phon [Cyr. 1. 2. 7).2  And what I have to tell is as
follows. One Coeranus by name, a native of Paros,
when some Dolphins fell into the net and were
captured at Byzantium, gave their captors money,
as it were a ransom, and set them at liberty; and
for this he earned their gratitude. At any rate he
was sailing once (so the story goes) in a fifty-oar
ship with a crew of Milesians, when the ship cap-
sized in the strait between Naxos and Paros, and
though all the rest were drowned, Coeranus was
rescued by Dolphins which repaid the good deed
that he had first done them by a similar deed. And
the headland and caverned rock to which they swam
with him on their backs are pointed out, and the spot
is called Coeraneus.. Later when this same Coeranus
died they burnt his body by the sea-shore. Where-
upon the Dolphins, observing this from some point,
assembled as though they were attending his funeral,
and all the while that the pyre was ablaze they re-
mained at hand, as one trusty friend might remain
by another. When at length the fire was quenched
they swam away. ‘

Men however are subservient to the wealthy and
the seemingly prosperous while they are alive, but
when dead or in misfortune they turn their backs

@ The Persians punish those who could, but do not, show
their gratitude; want of gratitude they regard as the parent
of other vices.
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upon them so as to avoid repaying them for past
favours.

4 (i). It seems that even Fishes are both tame and Tame Fishes

tractable, and when summoned can hear and are
ready to accept food that is given them, like the
sacred eel in the Fountain of Arethusa.? And men
tell of the moray belonging to Crassus ® the Roman,
which had been adorned with earrings and small
necklaces set with jewels, just like some lovely
maiden; and when Crassus called it, it would
recognise his voice and come swimming up, and
whatever he offered it, it would eagerly and promptly
take and eat. Now when this fish died Crassus, so
I am told, actually mourned for it and buried it.
And on one occasion when Domitius ¢ said to him
* You fool, mourning for a dead moray! * Crassus
took him up with these words: ‘I mourned for a
moray, but you never mourned for the three wives
you buried.”

(ii). I have heard that the Egyptians assert that Tame

the sacred Crocodiles are tame, and if their keepers
at any rate touch and handle them they submit and
do not object; and they keep their jaws open when
the keepers insert their hands and cleanse their
teeth and pick out bits of flesh that have got between
them. Further, the Egyptians assert that the afore-
said Crocodiles are endowed with prophecy, and
.adduce the following evidence. Ptolemy (which of

® M. Licinius Crassus, defeated Spartacus, 73 B.0.; triumvir
with J. Caesar and Pompey, 60 B.0.; defeated by the Parthians
at Carrhae, 53 B.C., and later slain.

¢ Cn, Domitius Ahenobarbus, Censor with Crassus, 92 B.0.
See Suet. Nero 2.
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@ Polydamas, Trojan hero, learned divination from his
father Panthous; see Hom. I1. 12. 210.—Polyeidus; see 5. 2n.
—Theoclymenus at Hom. Od. 20. 350 foretells the downfall of
the suitors of Penelope. . . L
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the line it was, you must ask them) was calling to the
tamest of the Crocodiles, but it paid no attention
and would not accept the food he offered. And the
priests realised that the Crocodile knew that
Ptolemy’s end was approaching and consequently
declined to take food from him.

5. I have heard that some people practise divina- Divination

tion by birds and devote themselves to their study b
and scrutinise their flight and the quarters of the sky
where they appear. And seers like Teiresias,
Polydamas,® Polyeidus, Theoclymenus and many
another are celebrated for their knowledge of this
art, while men such as Silanus,? Megistias, Euclides
and the long tale of their successors were skilled in
deciding upon the dispositions of entrails. Again, I
have heard people assert that some divine by means
of barley-corns, of sieves, and of small cheeses. And
I have ascertained that there is a village in Lycia
between Myra and Phellus called Sura ¢ where there
are those who devote themselves to divination by
means of fish, and they understand what it purports
if the fish come at their call or withdraw, and what it
signifies if they pay no attention, and what it portends
if they come in numbers. And you shall hear these
prophetic utterances of the sages when a fish leaps
out of the water or comes floating up from the

b Silanus of Ambracia, soothsayer to Cyrus IT; see Xen. An.
1. 7. 18.—Megistias claimed descent from Melampus; died
fighting at the battle of Thermopylae of which he had foretold
the issue; see Hdt. 7. 221, 228.—Euclides of Phlius divined
Xenophon’s lack of money and advised him to sacrifice to
Zeus the Merciful; see Xen. 4n. 7. 8. 1.

¢ A few miles W of Myra on the sea-coast.
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depths, and when it accepts the food or on the
other hand rejects it.

6. It seems that donkeys are easily overcome and Hunters and
seized by wolves, and bees by bee-eaters, cicadas by bunted
swallows, and snakes by deer. And the leopard
captures most animals, especially the monkey, by
its odour.

7. From Megasthenes I learn that a small fish Animals

occurs in the Indian Ocean, and that when alive it Jorpmey *©
is invisible, since presumably it swims down in the
depths, but that when dead it floats to the surface.
Anyone who touches it faints to begin with and later
on dies. ‘And if one treads upon the chelydrus even
without being bitten, as Apollodorus says in his work
Of Poisonous Animols, death is inevitable. For he
says that mere contact with the creature produces
sepsis. And what is more, if anyone tries to ad-
minister medical treatment or help of any kind to
the dying man he gets blisters on his hands, simply
from having touched the man who trod on the snake.
And Aristoxenus says somewhere that a man killed
a snake with his hands and, though unbitten died
notwithstanding. And his very clothes which he
happened to be wearing at the time when he slew
the snake, turned in a short while to putrefaction.

8. Nicander asserts that the slough of the Am- TheAmphis-
phisbaena if wrapped round a walking-stick drives baena

1 ¢k Bubod] Schn : vexpob. 2 Jac: Oewpéry. -
3 devrroblupety xal éxby-. ¢ OSchn : yépovdpov.
5 Ges: dmobijorew. 8 Spws Guyovra.
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away all snakes and other creatures which kill not
by biting but by striking.®

9. A Dog burdened with a full stomach knows of a The Dog ana
herb that grows on dry stone walls, and if he eats it Its medicines

he vomits all that is paining him, mixed with phlegm
and bile, and a great deal of excrement also passes
off; so he restores his health without any need of
medical assistance. Further, he voids a quantity of
black bile which if retained causes madness, a trouble-
some disease in Dogs. And when infected by worms
Dogs eat the awns of corn, according to Aristotle
[H4 612 a 31]. When wounded they have their
tongue as a medicine, and with their tongue they lick
the wounded place and restore it to a healthy con-

dition ; bandages, compresses, and the compounding

of medicines they scorn. And another thing which
Dogs have not failed to observe is that the fruit of
the . . . fattens swine indeed but causes Dogs a
pain in their haunches. And though a Dog may
see a sow gorging itself with the aforesaid fruit,
with great self-control it leaves it to the sow for all
its seeming sweetness. Men however yield to those
who prevail upon them to eat against their will, often
to an altogether immoderate degree.

10. Elephants would not easily fail to notice an in Eilephant

ambush. For instance, when they come near to the
pit which elephant-hunters are in the habit of

¢ Nicander (Th. 373-83) says no more than that it is good
for chilblains. The discrepancy is explained by Wellmann
(Hermes 26. 335), who considers that Ael. was copying some
work based upon Apollodorus in which Nie. was mentioned,
and that he mistakenly ascribed to N. a statement made by A.
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secretly digging, whether by some natural instinet or
by some altogether mysterious faculty of divination
they restrain themselves from going any further, and
turn back and put up a most strenuous resistance as in
war and try to overthrow their hunters and, thrusting
their way through them, to seek safety in flight after
overcoming their adversaries. So then there ensues
a fierce battle and there is a slaughter of hunters and
hunted. And this is how the battle is fought. The
men take aim and hurl stout spears at them, while
the Elephants seize upon any man that has fallen in
their way, dash him to earth, trample upon him, and
wounding him with their tusks inflict upon him a
most pitiful and agonising death. And the animals
attack, their ears in passion spread wide like sails,
after the manner of ostriches which open their wings
to flee or to attack. And the Elephants bending
their trunk inwards and folding it beneath their
tusks, like the ram of a ship driving along with a
great surge, fall upon the men in a tremendous
charge, overturning many and bellowing with a
piercing, shrill note like a trumpet. And as those who
are caught are trampled or smashed by the beasts’
knees, a great sound of bones being crushed can be
heard even at a distance, and men’s faces, with eyes
knocked out, nose battered, and forehead split, lose
their distinctive features, and frequently become
unrecognisable even by their nearest relatives.
Others however escape contrary to expectation, in
the following manner. A hunter has been caught,
but the Elephant in its forward rush has overpassed
him and has planted its knees upon the earth and

1 igyvpd Adyxas. 2 7p Téda. - % 78Qv doréwv.
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has besides fixed its tusks in a thicket or in a tree-
root or sorae similar object, and is held fast and can
only with difficulty withdraw and pull them out.
Meanwhile the hunter slips out and escapes. Insuch
a battle therefore it often happens that the Elephants
are victorious, often however that they are defeated
through the men designedly applying various means
of scaring them. For instance, trumpets are
sounded; the hunters make a din and a clash by
beating their spears on their shields; now they light
a fire on the ground, now they lift it up in the air; or
again they launch burning firebrands like javelins
and violently brandish great torches in full blaze
before the faces of the animals. And as the animals
dread and are dazzled by these things they are
pushed back and sometimes forced to fall into the
pit which till then they have kept clear of.

11. Hegemon in his poem, the Dardanica, among
other thingstouching Aleuas the Thessalian,says that
a snake was enamoured of him. And when he says
that this Aleuas had ‘ golden ’ hair he is romancing ;
let me call it ‘ flaxen.” And he says that he was a
neatherd on mount Ossa, as Anchises was on Ida,
and that he pastured his cattle near the spring called
Haemonia. (The spring also would be in Thessaly.)
Now a snake of enormous size fell in love with
Aleuas and crept up to him and kissed his hair and
with its tongue licked and washed the face of its

5 aipovres . . . opevBovidvres.

§ {xat) add. Reiske.

7 Ges: éxwmeoeiv.
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loved one and brought him as presents many of the
spoils of its hunting.

Now if a ram was overcome by love of Glauce the
harpist, and a dolphin of a youth at Iassus,* what is
there to prevent a snake also from falling in love with
a handsome shepherd, or the most keen-sighted of
creatures from being a good judge of conspicuous

“beauty? So it seems that it is in fact a characteristic

of animals to fall in love not only with their com-
panions and kin but even with those who bear no
relation to them at all but are yet beautiful.

12. The Pareas or Paruas? (for this is the form The
preferred by Apollodorus) is of a red colour, has
sharp eyes and a wide mouth ; its bite is not injurious
but gentle. That, you see, is the reason why those
who first made these discoveries consecrated it to the
god who is the kindest to man and gave it the name
of ¢ servant to Asclepius.’

13. I have heard that in Ethiopia the Scorpions 1ue

known as Sibritae (that is what the inhabitants ¢
commonly call them, as is natural) feed upon lizards,
asps, sphondylae? cockroaches, and all creeping
things, but I have ascertained that anyone who
treads upon their excrement develops ulcers.

In Corcyra there occur water-snakes, as they are Zar’iifégs
na,

called, which round upon their pursuers and by

@ See 6. 15.

b Coluber longissimus (or Aesculapit or flavescens), a
beneficent snake, kept in the teple of Asclepius at Epidaurus.

¢ The Sibritae were an Ethiopian tribe dwelling between
the upper arms of the Nile and the Red Sea.

@ Perh. a kind of beetle; one of the Cerambycidae or long-
horn beetles {Gossen § 52).
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blasts of foul breath make them pause in their
attack and deter them. According to one account
the Typhlops (blind-eyes),» which people also call
Typhline and Cophias as well, has a head nearly
resembling the moray, but very small eyes. And
the second of its two names, that is Cophias, it has
derived from the fact that it is dull of hearing. But
its skin is hard and takes a long time to cut through.
And the Acontias (javelin-snake), they say, is am-
phibious and spends much time on dry land, lying in
wait for every kind of living creature. And it shows
skill in its fell designs, thus. It lurks hidden it may
be in thoroughfares; often it crawls up some tree and
coilsitself up and concealing its head in its coils, spies
quietly upon the passers-by. Then it launches
itself on whatever is passing, be it brute beast or
man. The creature is good at leaping and is
capable of jumping as much as twenty cubits, if
need be. And where it leaps it instantly fastens
on.

14. If by chance Wolves come upon an Ox that has Z';lgh(’)e;

fallen into a deep pond, they harass and terrify him
from the bank, never allowing him to swim across
and get out on to land, and compel him after long
torment and floundering to drown. Then the
strongest Wolf in the pack leaps into the water and
swimming up to the Ox, seizes its tail and begins to
drag it to the bank; and a second wolf seizes the
tail of the first and drags it, then a third drags the

¢ ‘ Probably Pseudopus pallasi, Thompson on Arist. HA
567 b 25 (IEng. tr.). It is a limbless lizard and is known as a
¢ glass-snake,” Other interpretations are Anguis fragilis
(Brenning), Typhlops vermicularis (Gossen—Steier). -
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second, and a fourth the third, and this is repeated
up to the last Wolf, which is standing out of the
water. And having hauled out the Ox in this way,
they enjoy a feast. They lie in wait for a strayed
Calf and leap upon it, and seizing it by the nose drag
it along. But the Calf pulls against them and there
is a fierce struggle for it, the Wolves trying to over-
come it by force, the Calf fighting hard not to yield.
And when they see it resisting with all its might in
this way, they let go; whereupon the Calf by
straining in the opposite direction is upset, and the
Wolves leap upon it, tear open its belly, and devour
it.

15. When Elephants are unable to cross a ditch
the largest one in the herd throws himself into it
and standing transversely bridges the gap, while the
rest tread on his back, cross to the far side, and make
off, but not until they have rescued him. And the
way in which they rescue him is as follows. One of
them on the bank puts his foot forward and allows
the large Elephant to wrap his trunk round it.
Meantime the others throw undergrowth and timber
into the trénch as fast as they can. And he mounts
on these and clinging firmly with all his might to the
other’s foot is drawn up without difficulty.

There is in India a tract of land called Phalacra
(bald). And the reason for the name is that any
creature which eats the grass growing there loses its
hair and its horns. Accordingly Elephants do not
willingly go near this tract, but if they have drawn

3 yevoudvns.
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near to it they move away, since Elephants, like
prudent men, avoid anything that is harmful.

16. The Sponge is directed by a small animal
resembling a spider rather than a crab. For the
Sponge is no lifeless or bloodless object engendered
by the sea, but clings to the rocks like other creatures
and has a certain power of movement in itself,
though it needs, as you might say, someone to remind
it that it is a living creature, for owing to some
natural porosity it remains motionless and at rest,
until something encounters its pores; then the
spider-like creature pricks it, and it seizes what
has fallen in and makes a meal. But when a man
approaches to cut it off, the Sponge is pricked by
the animal that lives in it, shudders, and contracts,
and the trouble and labour that this causes to the
fisherman is considerable, and no mistake.

17. Ihaveindeed spoken of Elephants in a separate
chapter, but I shall add the following . . . it is
most fitting to state that they have been gifted with
temperance. For they seek intercourse with the
female not as though minded to commit an outrage
or from lust, but like men desiring a succession to
their family and to beget children, in order that
their common offspring may not fail but that they
may leave their seed after them. At any rate once
only in a life-time do their thoughts turn to love,
when the female herself submits. Then when each
one has jmpregnated its mate, thereafter it knows

3 ws . ¢ Schn i éxxevrovuévn.

5 odrwol . . . Blov corrupt.
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her no more. And they do not couple without
reserve or in the sight of others but withdraw and
screen themselves in thick trees or in some close-
growing forest or in some deep hollow, which affords
them ample means of hiding.

Now I said above that they were just, and I have
already spoken of their valour. Their continence
has been displayed in the present instance. Further,
anyone who has leisure to learn of their detestation
of evil should lend an ear and listen to this. The
trainer of a tame Elephant had a somewhat elderly
but rich wife. Now he was in love with another
woman, and desiring that his wife’s property should
become hers, he strangled his wife and buried her,
rash man that he was, close by the Elephant’s
manger, and married the other woman. So then
the Elephant seizing hold of the new arrival with its reveals
trunk led her up to the dead body, dug it up, and ™"
laid it bare with its tusks, showing by its mere action
what it could not express in words, and enlighten-
ing the woman as to the conduct of him who had
wedded her; such was the Elephant’s hatred of
evil.

18. Anchovies (engrauleis, which some call en- The
crasickoli, and I have even heard a third name 2"P°%
applied to them, for some call them * wolf-mouths *)
are a tiny fish, prolific by nature, and pure white in
appearance. They are principally ~eaten by fish
which swim in shoals, and so when scared they rush
to one another, and as each clings to its neighbour,

4 7 5 -
yiveolas. verpod.
8 Schn: pi. 7 els.
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by their close cohesion they avoid falling an easy
prey to plots upon their life. And so united is their
mass when they have rushed together that even
ships which run into them do not cleave it. More-
over should someone wish to drive an oar or a pole
through them, they are not torn apart, but cling to
each other as though woven together. Butif you put
your hand down and pull hard as if you were drawing
grains of wheat or beans from a heap, you may catch
some, with the result that they are often torn to
pieces and that fragments of fish are caught, while
the rest is left behind. For though you may get
possession of the tail, yet the head remains with the
other fish; or you may take home a head, but the
rest of the fish remains in the sea. Their swimming
in a dense, compact mass is called a ‘ draught,” and
a single draught often fills fifty fishing-boats, as
toilers of the sea inform us.

19. The Sow recognises the voice of the swine- Pigs and
herd, and attends to his call even though it has P™™

wandered away. Evidence for this statement is to
hand. Some miscreants beached their pirate vessel
on the shore of Etruria, and proceeding inland came
upon a fold belonging to some swineherds and con-
taining a large number of Sows. These they seized,
put them on board, loosed their cables, and continued
on their voyage. Now so long as the pirates were on
the spot the swineherds kept quiet, but when they
were off shore in the roadstead ‘ and as far as a
cry might carry,”® then the swineherds with their

¢ Hom. Od. 5. 400.

7 Jac: mpooeXddvres MSS, perh. mpocoxdvres H.
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ON ANIMALS, VIIIL. 1g—21

accustomed ecry called the Swine back to them.
And when the Swine heard it they pressed together
to one side of the vessel and capsized it. And the
miscreants were drowned forthwith, but the Swine
swam away to their masters.

20. They say that the Stork also is subject’ to A Stork

jealousy.® At any rate at Crannon in Thessaly a
man who had married a beautiful wife of the name
of Alcinoe left her at home and went away on his
travels. So Alcinoe had intercourse with one of the
servants. The Stork that was about the house got
to know of this and would not tolerate it, but avenged
its master. At any rate it sprang upon the woman
and blinded her eyes.

I have earlier on spoken of jealousy on the part of
a Purple Coot, then of a Dog in like case, and now
of a Stork equally affected over a marriage that went
wrong.

21. Sheep change their colour as their drink varies ‘xaters glmb
with the character of the rivers. The season of the coiner *

year in which this occurs is the season of mating. °f Sheep

21. MerafBdMet . 8¢ Tas xpdas Ta mpdPata ék
Ths TPl 7O TP dAAAayfs KaTd THY TV TOTAUDY

k3 4 < A e ~ o ¥ [A) k] -~
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So from being white they become black, and the
contrary change of colour occurs. This commonly
takes place near the river of Antandria? and the
river in Thrace whose name the neighbouring
Thracians will tell you. And since the Scamander
in the Troad turns the sheep that drink of it yellow,

@ See Inprx II, 8.v. * Jealousy.’
b Antandrus, town at the head of the gulf of Adramyttium
in Mysia; the river was the Satniois.

Y rw , . . moraud Gron, comp. Arist. HA 519 a 16.
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the colour which the flocks acquire has caused
the name Xanthus (yellow) to be added to its original
name of ‘ Scamander.’

22. In this respect also animals are good, viz at Woman of

remembering to be grateful. There was a woman
in Tarentum, admirable in other ways and particu-
larly as a faithful wife. Her name was Heracleis.
So long as her husband lived she cared for him with
the utmost devotion. But when he died the woman
took a dislike to life in the city and to the home in
which she had seen her husband dead, and such was
her grief that she went to dwell among the tombs
and was content to remain by her late husband’s
sepulchre, constant to him who was beneath the soil.
And once in summer when some storks, still fledg-
lings, were essaying their first flight, one of them, the
youngest, not having sufficient strength of wing, fell
and broke one ofits legs. So Heracleis seeing its fall
and finding how its leg was injured, took pity on the
nestling and picking it up very gently wrapped up
the wound, and tended it with fomentations and
plasters, brought it food, gave it drink, and, when in
due course it was strong and had grown its quill-
feathers, set it free. And the stork, knowing by
some strange instinct that it owed her the price of
its life, departed. Later when a year had passed
and spring was just begioning to brighten, the
woman chanced to be warming herself in the sun,
and the Stork which had been healed by her, seeing
its benefactress, checked the speed of its wings and
sinking nearer to earth came close, opened its bill,

1oy,
éovTiy kal adppova.
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_and disgorged a stone into the lap of Heracleis, and

then flew off and settled on the roof. At first,
naturally enough, she was amazed and startled out
of her wits, and was at a loss to conjecture what this
action could mean. And so she put the stone away
somewhere indoors; later being woken in the night
she saw that it diffused a brightness and a gleam,
and the house was lit up as though a torch had been
brought in, so strong a radiance came from, and was
engendered by, the lump of stone. And when she
had taken hold of the Stork and handled it she
recognised the scar left by the wound, and knew that
it was the very bird which had been the object of her
pity and her ministrations.

23. If you catch a Smooth Lobster and remove it The Smooth
Lobster

to a great distance, leaving a mark at the place where
you caught it, you will find the self-same Lobster at
the spot where it was captured: I mean, if you take
it along the seashore and put it down somewhere
near emough for it to be able to crawl into the.
sea.

24. ‘ Hunter ’ ¢ is its name; Nature has given it
wings; it is allied to the tribe of thrushes; its
colour is black; it has a musical voice. And it is
called ‘ the Hunter,” and rightly so; for with its
song it captivates the small birds that fly to it be-
neath the spell of its sweet music. Knowing there-
fore the natural advantage that it possesses, it
appears to employ this gift of Nature to please itself
and also to feed itself, for it delights to listen to its

@ The Mynah of India.
21L
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own voice, and pursues the birds that approach it
and takes its fill of them. Anyone who hunts this
bird and confines it in a cage, gets nothing for his
pains, for he possesses a bird that refuses to sing,
seeming by its silence to punish its captor for en-
slaving it.

25. I have spoken above ¢ of the benefit which the The

Egyptian Plovers confer upon Crocodiles, and
Herodotus mentions it in his Account of Egypt

. [2. 68]. But what I did not mention, though I knew

it, I will mention now, in order that others also may
learn the facts.

The Egyptian Plover is one of the marsh-fowls,
and ranges along the banks of rivers, feeding upon
whatever it chances to pick up here and there, while
the Crocodile provides it with the food that I spoke
of. And the bird repays it by taking care of it and
keeping watch on its behalf while it sleeps. For as
it lies asleep the Ichneumon has designs upon it, and
fastening on its throat has often throttled it. But
the Egyptian Plover utters its cry, beats the Croco-
dile on the nose, rouses it, and eggs it on against its
enemy. Now whether we should applaud the bird
for its solicitude on behalf of an ommnivorous and
gluttonous animal, we shall know later. It is the
special characteristics of these creatures that I have
mentioned.

26. The Trygon (I am not speaking of the one that
lives in the air [7.e. the Turtle-dove] but of the one in
the sea [i.e. the Sting-ray]) swims when it wants to,
or again raises itself and flies. Its sting, of which I

¢ See 3. 11,
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AapBdvovot, kol dpeydvtwv ourle éroluws mpo-
olevrar, woal Udwp wporewdvrwy mivovst, xal
olvov éyyedvrwy és Tas mpoPooxidas of 3¢ T
dulotnoior ok avaivovrar,

28. Tov Iyfvv Tov éNoma lepov iyfbv vmo Tob
moimTod kdnbfvar vouilovor. Aéyer 6€ Tis Adyos
1 viffes MsS, vifas Schn.

2 fhofMirew in’ adypod Bualov Enpd yeyermuéve.
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have spoken above, is deadly.® Yet that it should

" sting brute beasts and men and kill them on the spot

is no matter for wonder. But what is startling is
this which I am about to mention. If you apply the
sting to the largest tree when in a thriving state,
flourishing, and in full foliage, and stab the tree, in a
short while it sheds its leaves, and as they float down
to earth the entire stem withers and seems as though
scorched by the sun.

97. An Elephant emerges head first at birth, and
the size of it when born is that of the largest sucking-
pig. Several small Elephants follow a single mother,
so they say. And if you want to touch the little ones
when new-born, the mothers do not resent it but
permit it. For they know that no one will lay hands
on them to do them harm or punish them, but that
everyone has kindly intentions and would pet them.
For who would hurt such a little creature? But
when they are hunted and fall into the pit and see

that there is no escape for them, they forget the -

spirit that possessed them when they were free and
readily go for any food that is held out to them and
drink the water that is offered, and if wine is poured
into their trunks they do not refuse that loving-cup.

The young
Hlephant

98. Our great poet is supposed to call the Stur- The

geon (?) a ‘sacred fish’? [11. 16. 407]. According to
one account it is rare, but is caught in the sea off
e See 1. 56; 2. 36, 50.

b See Leaf’s note ad loc. The word &loyg does not oceur
in our texts of Homer.

3 Perh. -javoer H. 4 Myos Tis.
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1 Schn: 8. % Reiske : els.
5 § as.
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Pamphylia, though even there hardly at all. But if
it is caught, the fishermen deck themselves with
garlands to celebrate their good luck; they garland
the fishing-boats as well, and put into port, as with
cymbals and flutes they summon people to bear
witness to their catch.

Others however consider that the Anthias, and The Anthias

not this fish, is sacred. And the reason is that in

whatever part of the sea it appears, that spot is
presumably bound to be free from savage creatures
and there is peace between fish and everything that
seeks its prey in the waters, while the fish themselves
bring forth their young without fear.

But it is no business of mine to explore the
mysteries of Nature, and rightly so, since the lion
goes in fear of the cock, and so does the basilisk,
moreover the elephant dreads a pig. But those who
have much leisure to spend in seeking the reasons
for these things will take no account of time, and for
all that, will never come to the end of their researches.
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1. When the Lion is advanced in years and heavy The Lion in

with age he is quite incapable of hunting and is glad
to take his ease in caves or lairs in the jungle; nor
has he the spirit to attack even the weakest of
animals, for he mistrusts his age and is conscious of
his bodily infirmity. Whereas his offspring con-
fident in the vigour of their youth and their natural
strength go out to hunt and bring the old one with
them by pushing him along. Then, when they have
come half the necessary distance, they leave him
behind and give themselves to the chase. And
when they have obtained enough for themselves and
for their sire, with a magnificent and thrilling roar,
even as banqueters summon a guest, so do these
young children summon their aged father to the
feast. And he comes softly, step by step, and almost
crawling, and embraces his children, fawning upon
them a little with his tongue as though he applauded
their sucecess, and attacks the meal and feasts with
his sons. This is no order of Solon’s to the Lions:
it is Nature that teaches them—Nature that ‘ recks
nought of laws’ [Eur. fr. 920 N} made by man.
But she is a law that does not change.
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2. Not only when he is alive and active do birds The Bagle's
dread the Eagle, the king of birds, and cower down eathers
when he appears, but if one mixes his feathers with
those of other birds, the Eagle’s remain entire and
untainted, while the others, unable to endure the
association, rot away.

3. Mice, besides being prolific creatures, bring rhe aouse
forth many offspring at a single birth; and if by
some means they happen to eat salt, then they bring
forth a great number and far more than is customary. mne croco-
And when Crocodiles give birth they test the legiti- 8ile and its
mate and the bastard offspring in this manner. If young
on being hatched a young Crocodile immediately
seizes something, it is henceforward reckoned among
the family and is loved by its parents, is believed to
be, and is counted as, one of the Crocodiles. If
however it remains inactive and is lazy and fails to
seize some fly or gnat or earthworm or young lizard,
the sire tears it to pieces as a poor creature, spurious,
and no kin of his. And as these creatures act, even
so do Ragles appear to test their legitimate offspring
by the rays of the sun ¢ and to love them as the result
of judgment and not of any feeling.

4. I have heard that the Asp’s fangs, which one The asp,
would be correct in styling ‘ poison-carriers,” have fts fangs
an exceedingly thin coating, so to say, round them,
like membrane, covering them all over. So when
the Asp fastens its mouth on a man, they say that
these membranes part and the poison is ejected,

e See 2. 26.

2 orpépeafac.
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and then again they close and unite. Again, the
sting of the Scorpion has a kind of hollow core, so very The

fine as to be hardly visible. That is where they say j2rbiom

the poison resides and is engendered, and directly the
Scorpion strikes, the poison shoots forward along the
sting and flows out. And this opening also, through
which it passes, is so fine as to be invisible to the eye.
But if a man spits upon it the sting is blunted and
numbed and becomes incapable of wounding.

5. Even if a Bitch produces a number of puppies, Puppies

it is nevertheless the one that issues first from.the
womb and the eldest of the litter that declares the
sire. At any rate it bears the closest resemblance
to him in every respect, while the rest are born as
chance may dictate. In this matter Nature appears
to pursue reason in setting the male which sows
above the female which receives.

6. Here is another characteristic of Testaceans The Moon,

and Crustaceans. As the moon wanes they are in fts Lof

the habit of somehow becoming both emptier and and Animals

lighter. Among Testaceans the purple shellfish,
whelks, red thorny oysters,* and those of the same
species prove my statement; among Crustaceans,
edible crabs, crayfish,? lobsters, crabs in general,¢
and all their kin. It is also asserted that the young
of beasts of burden born when the moon is on the
wane are less capable and feebler than others, and
what is more, those who have knowledge of these

® At 11. 37 xdpafo: are included among Testacea.
¢ Kapivos is the generic term for crabs of all kinds, ndyoupos
the common or edible crab,
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matters recommend that animals born in this part
of the month should not be reared on the ground that
they are not of good quality. Whereas animals born
at the new moon, as I learn, either utter their
natural sound or drop. The Lion alone, as Aristotle
says,® does neither.

7 (i). Aristotle asserts [HA4 534 a 9] that the Basse Thg ft‘gsse
is extremely quick of hearing, and so too are the Gtolith

Chromis,? the Saupe, and the Mullet. I have ascer-
tained also that the Basse knows full well that there
isin fact a small stone ¢ in its head, and this in winter
becomes intensely cold and causes it severe pain.
This is why at that season of the year it warms
itself ¢ and devises this highly effective remedy
against the cold due to the stone. And the Chromis,
the Sea-bream, and the Maigre, I learn, do the same,
for these fish also have a similar stone.

(ii). It seems that among fishes also there exist Fishes and
parasites.c At any rate the Sucking-fish, as it is ‘parasites’

called, nibbles what the dolphin catches, and the
dolphm is glad that he should, and willingly allows
him a share. That is why the fish is exceedingly
plump, like one gorged with a rich and abundant
feast. And Theron in Menander’s play [ fir. 895,
937 K] boasts that he has led men by the nose and
used them as his manger. And Cleisophus / covered
one of his eyes with a bandage out of compliment to

¢ Not in any extant work;. fr. 236 (Rose, p. 254).
4 Perhaps 1dentlcal with owlawa, Maigre; Thompson, Gk.

fishes, s.v. oxlawa.

¢ The otolith.

4 See 9. 57.

¢ In the Greek sense of ‘ hangers-on.’

/ See Afh. 6. 248 b, and Ael. frr. 107, 108,
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Philip who had lost an eye at the siege of Methone.%
Sucking-fish and dolphin are in my opinion friends
and messmates, for whereas man understands
flattery like other vices, brute beasts do not.

8. Here again is an example of the Flephant’s The

strong affection for its young. Elephant-hunters

dig trenches and these animals fall into them, and yousg

while some are captured, others are killed. You
will learn from other sources how they dig these
trenches, how they are shaped, how deep, and what
the entrances to them are like. I however propose
to reveal and demonstrate the Elephant’s affection.
When the mother sees her young one has fallen into
one of the trenches, she does not hesitate, does not
waste time, but rushing up at full speed, all courage
and passion, hurls herself upon the head of her child,
and the pair meet one and the same end, for the
young one is crushed by the mother’s weight; she
falls on her head . . . So those who doubt whether
Elephants have a natural affection for their offspring
are absurd.

9. Seals give birth on land, but by degrees lead The Seal

their cubs down to the water and give them a taste
of the sea. Then they lead them back to the
original place of their birth, and again bring them
down to the sea, and quickly lead them out, and by

@ On the NW coast of the Thermajc gulf; taken by
Philip II after a prolonged siege, 352 B.c.

5 l(xm-&) xedariy ‘é'faaa .. .] @ main verb wanting, Gow, i
k. difaca MSS, {xaTd) T x. &. H.
¢ Reiske: wal xord.
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doing this many times they end by making them
excellent swimmers. And they easily slide into life
in the sea: their instruction affords an inducement,
while Nature forces them to love the haunts and the
habits of their mothers.

10. The Eagle is a predatory bird: it feeds upon The Eagle
what it can rob, and eats flesh. For it seizes hares,
fawns, and geese from the courtyard, and other
creatures. Only the Eagle which is called ‘ Zeus’s pleus’s
bird ’ does not touch meat: for it, grass is sufficient. ag'e
And though it has never heard of Pythagoras of
Samos, for all that it abstains from animal food.

11. If one merely touches a Malmlgnatte, it kills, The
they say, without any violent pain. Moreover hud o s
Cleopatra established that the bite of an Asp ig theirbites
exceedingly gentle, when as Augustus was approach-
ing she made enquiries at her banquets for a form of
death that should be painless: death by the sword,
she was told, entailed suffering, as was confessed by
those who were wounded ; death by drinking poison
caused distress, for it produced convulsions and pains
in the stomach; whereas death from the bite of an
Asp was gentle ('npaog), or to use Homer’s word
[0d. 11. 135] aBAnxpds (faint, mild). And there are
some creatures that kill by a belch those that only
touch them, as for instance the dipsas and the toad.

12. You will tell me that the Fox is a creature full The Fox-
of guile; this is the fox that lives on the land. But shark

5 aipefeioa dvdduvor. 6 ‘Oprlpe Biws or cpoiws.

7 Jac: Gre. 8 xevrpirys. 9 Myes.
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listen also to the wiles of the Fox-shark and learn the
kind of things it does. Either it will not come near
the hook at all, or else it swallows it and im.mediately
turns itself inside out, reversing its body just like a
garment, and in this way no doubt it gets rid of the
hook.

13. Men say that there are certain spells to cause Frogsand

love; the Frog as a signal for sexual intercourse
emits a certain cry to the female, like a lover singing
a serenade, and this cry is called its croak, so they
say. And when it attracts the female to itself they
wait for the night. They cannot copulate under
water, and they shun mutual embraces on land in
the daytime. But when night descends they emerge
with complete fearlessness and take their pleasure
of one another.

Whenever Frogs utter their ery more loudly and
more clearly than is their wont, it signifies that rain
is coming.

14. I have often heard my mother say, when I was The Torpedo

a child, that if a man touches a Torpedo, his hand is
seized with the affliction corresponding to its name
(torpor). And I have learnt from persons of ex-
perience that if a man touches even the net in which
it has been captured his entire body is numbed.
And if one throws it alive into a vessel and pours
salt water upon it, and if the fish happens to be
pregnant and the time of its delivery is at hanfi,
then it gives birth. And if one pours the water in

3 Schn : mpooeMdvres. ¢ Onparoc.
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the vessel over a man’s hand or foot, the hand or foot
is inevitably numbed.

7 1 ©oa ] ’ -« 1.9 ~ \
karayéor 1 yeipos avBpdrmov 1 modds,? vapkay Thv
Xﬁ\ Al X I,) 3 /p 77
xelpa 7} Tov wéda avdyky).
15. Neither in the stings nor in the bites which The stings
they inflict do animals always retain the same force, 5t various
but it is often augmented from some cause. For creatures

15. Ta C&)a oz’)"re e’V Tais m\'qyais oviTe e’v Tols
dypacw del Ty G,UT'Y]V 3vva,uw loxet, G\ émurel-

veTal 'n-o)\)\amg éx Twos owrw,g 6 yodv odné
yevoduevos éxews xalemdTepds €oTi THY TANYNY,
kal 7 pvia Towdrew Tl wpoceAbolaa wmixporépa,
daxelv ort kal 6dvvas &dwke, kal pévror kal Tis
o’tam’Sos 76 dfypa ylverar movredds dviikeaTov,
éav ,Bwrpaxov S{"W’) o d¢ mfa)v dytalvwy pév éav
Sam;, Tpadpa epydoaTo Kai a)\ynSova e§n¢ev
éav oé )\vq-'rwv, 3Le¢0€Lpev.3 aréoTpia O¢ drovuéry
xiTdviov payév vmo AvrT@vros kwvds, Saxobod
wws 7@ orépart TO yiTdVIoY, o dmotelyy adTd,
ermoe ral dméfavev. dvlpdmov 8¢ doirov Sfyua
xademov wal Svolatov. Aéyovrar 8¢ of Zkvfas
7pos TH Tofikd, & Tovs dioTods €miyplovor, kal
avbpdymeiov Iydpa dvapvyvivar dopudrrovres, ém-
moddlovrd mws alpaTe, Tovmep loaow dmdkpiyua
adrols T2 Texumpidoar Totro Kal OeddpaocTos
ikavds.

16. "Orav dmoddonrar 70 yijpas 6 Sdis (Vmap-
Xo,u,e'vov 3¢ 7od 'ﬁpog Spd Todro ), &vradfd Tov Kal
OV o¢>9a)\p,wv T’Y]V ax)\vv kol 76 auBAY Ths oz/xewg
punTeTar kal éxelvo s 'y’qpas‘ Spfadudv, 7o Be

1 Lobeck : xarayéer.

2 yewpl . . . m0dL.

3 JuépBeper Tdwp e Bebiévar - karqrdyxage mpdTov, Kal S
perpudoar Sokdv mdAw éfdmrerar els Ty 68Uy kal YAaxmioas
améfavey.
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instance, if a Wasp has tasted a viper’s flesh its sting
is fiercer; and if a Fly has been near something of
the same kind its bite is sharper and causes pain; the
bite of an Asp too is rendered quite incurable if it
eatsof afrog. Ifahealthy Dog bites aman, it causes
a wound and a burning pain, but if the Dog is mad,
the bite is deadly. A sempstress was mending a
shirt that had been torn by a mad Dog, when she
somehow bit it with her mouth in order to stretch the
shirt: she went mad and died. The bite of 2 human
being when fasting is dangerous and hard to cure.
And the Scythians are even said to mix serum from
the human body with the poison that they smear
upon their arrows to drug them. This serum some-
how floats on the surface of the blood {and they know
a means of separating it?). Theophrastus? is a
sufficient witness to the fact.

16. When a Snake sloughs its old skin (it does so The Snake
at the beginning of spring), then is the time when it Joi5,

purges away the mist over its eyes and the dullness
of its sight and what I may call the ‘ old age " of its

@ The text is corrupt and the translation conjectural; cp.
[Arist.] Mirab. 845 a 5. Post’s conjecture might be rendered
‘ which is a secretion that comes when they agitate the blood.’

b Not in any extant work,

4 Sumep . . . adrols corrupt: &v mepiloei Yoaow d. ad. comj.
Post.
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eyes; and as it sharpens either eye by rubbing
fennel along the edges it rids itself of this affliction.
You see, after hibernating through the winter in
gsome dark hole, it is short-sighted. And so the
gentle warmth of the fennel cleanses the creature’s
vision which the frosts have numbed, and makes its
sight keener.

17. When the Halcyon realises that it is pregnant The Halcyon
it builds itself a nest® to receive its brood; but it ¢ itsnest
has no need of mud and a roof and houses, like the
swallow which entering as an uninvited guest saddens
the dawn with its twitter and even disturbs our
slumbers at their sweetest; nor yet {(does it use) its
body <but its beak) alone as it applies itself to the
aforesaid task in places away from man, weaving
together and collecting the spines of the gar-fish,
and by some mysterious means it binds together and
encloses the fabric of its careful contriving. For
some of the bones it fixes upright, others cross-wise
(one would say that it was some woman skilled in
weaving that was interlacing the woof with the
warp), and makes the nest approximately round and
bellying in shape, as though it were plaiting a weel.

And when it has woven the aforesaid nest it takes it
down to the sea, and there, as the waves flow gently
in, the advancing surf puts the Halcyon’s labour to a
test. For the water encountering any part that is

@ Cp. Ar. H4 616 a 19-32 and Thompson’s notes.

7 dv adriv.

8 xal 7t kal kodwddes v,
LTKES.

9 Reiske : elra fovyd.

237




AELIAN

Té’ e’péwigfov e 1,&K€’E’Tal- adhs. 7a 8¢ fppoc-
péva ? elye maiois A, odk &v dwarprioeas adrd.
€l 3¢ rai SwaxdPar odfpw €0édois, 6 8¢ odw Gy
cifeie, kadds Te ral €b dwpaouéva, Tod Bdsparos
708 Aol od pelov, Svmep ody dvabeivou 7 *Abmva
i) Awdla "Apacw ddovor. 7o O"TO/,LL(I,L 8¢ rob
«UpTov TODOe dAAw pév odre éofardv obire mdvv
71;3 ,av'vow'rov, déyerar 8¢ éxelvqy pdvmy. odk dv
0¢ éopedoeie 8 adrod 098¢ Ths faddrrys Zow
098¢ év+ olrw Tou oreyavdy éoTw. évraddd Tot
gkai>4 T0Vs veoTTOlS Tpéder KaTd THV KuudTwy 7
dAkvay depopérn, ds dacw.

18. Tot Neidov mApolov wéa yverar, kal
Ka)\‘e’iﬂ-al; Z\UKOK'révos, kal odk ot Pevddvupos,
[K’a.b eucor,cus]'5 ’6'7'av yap adriis  émPaivy ©
AliKOS, omwpevos dmobviioxer. &ber 1o kal of
- 0éBovres Alyvarioww oiito 6 {Pov & T éavrdv
xopav kwAdover TadTyy Ty wéav kouileadou.

, 19’. Tc’z‘)v‘ K,G.TC‘L ™ olklav dpus éhw & olvov
epméon Kol amomnyf), o0dév Avuaiverar ofire Toi
olvov daoily olre T@v &dov. v 8¢ & Tdwp
Ktz.'revexﬂg'i, 8‘2)0'(:5)?65‘ amédmpe 76 Fdwp, Kkal kaxoo-
peba mepi 7ov_dépa épyalerar. yadedys 8¢ éaw
<s olvov lfa;m)\wﬂwv " elra amomveyR},8 Mumel 0D8e
v éav 8¢ & atov éuméon Kal amofdvy, Svoddes

1 Lacuna. .

i ;]r' Zc : fppocpéva €§ kadds ovvvpacuéva ral.

% (xal> add. H.

5 o3
. [kal ewsras] condemned by H.
Jac: émpaly.

238

ON ANIMALS, IX. 17-19

not watertight {penetrates the nest, and the Haleyon
seeing this ?),% repairs it. But if you strike with a
stone the parts which have been closely fitted, you
will not pierce them. And if you try to cut them
with steel, so well and truly have they been inter-
woven that they will not yield, any more than that
linen corslet which they say Amasis?® gave as an
offering to Athena of Lindus.® And the mouth of
this weel no other creature can enter or indeed
detect at all: it admits the Halcyon alone. But not
even a drop of sea water could trickle in, so watertight
is the nest. And there, they say, rocked on the
waves the Halcyon rears its young.

18. By the Nile there grows a herb, and it goes by
the name of - Wolf’s-bane,” ¢ and it is truly named.
For when a wolf treads upon it he dies in convulsions.
That, you see, is why those Egyptians who worship
this animal prevent this herb from being introduced
into their country.

19. If a bird of the household falls into a vessel of
wine and is drowned, they say that neither the wine
nor any of the inmates of the house suffers any harm;
whereas if it sinks in water, it causes the water to
smell, and diffuses a foul odour in the surrounding
air. But if a Gecko falls into wine and is drowned,
it does no harm. If however it falls into oil and dies,

¢ Lacuna; the translation is conjectural. -

® King of Egypt, 6th cent. B.c. See Hdt. 2. 182.
¢ Town on the E coast of Rhodes.

4 Aconite,

7 karohabioas. 8 Guomwyf) 1 els Dowp.
K] 14/ P
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it makes the oil smell nasty, and on anyone who
tastes it lice at once break out.

20. It is clear that the burning of a Stag’s horn The ion
expels snakes. And Aristotle asserts [ Mir. 481 a 27] stone’
that the stone ¢ which occurs in the river Pontus
(it is in the territory of the Sinti and Maedi)® if
burnt also chases away snakes. Moreover he de-
scribes the nature of the stone as follows.  If you pour
some water upon it, it lights; and if when burning
you hope to kindle it into a bigger blaze by fanning
it, it goes out. They say that as it burns it gives
off a smell more oppressive than bitumen. And
Nicander [T#ker. 45] agrees with this.

21. The island of Pharos (what I am about to tell gelen of
. . . 'roy and

you is reported by the Egyptians) was once mfeste.d Snakes in
with a great variety of snakes. But when Thonis Pharos
the Egyptian King took under his charge Helen the
daughter of Zeus (because Menelaus entrusted her
to him while he was wandering through Upper
Egypt and Ethiopia), he fell in love with her, and
when he attempted to force her to lie with him, the
story goes that the daughter of Zeus repeated the
whole tale to the wife of Thonis (Polydamna was her
name), and she on her side, anxious lest this alien
should prove more beautiful than she, removed Helen
to the safety of Pharos and gave her a herb disliked

@ The ‘ Thracian stone,” ®pdwios Aiflos, is perhaps quicklime.

b Tt is the river Strymon which flows through that part of
Paeonia inhabited by the 8. and M.

7 xai Blav. 8 Adyos Seloagav.
9 705 del. H. 18 radra.
;
11 gdriw dua 7€ xai olkreipacav.
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by the snakes there; so as soon as they were aware
of this, the snakes went underground. But Helen
planted the bherb and in time it flourished and
produced seed disagreeable to the snakes, and in
Pharos such creatures have never recurred. Ex-
perts in these matters say that this herb is called
Helenion.® :

22. Starfishes are marine creatures, and they too The gtarnsh
have a soft shell, but are the enemies of oysters, for #d O¥sters
‘they feed on them. And their method of assailing

the oysters is as follows. The latter frequently
open for coolness’ sake and anyhow in order to feed
themselves on whatever comes their way. Accord-
ingly the Starfishes insert one of their limbs between
the shells and take their fill of the flesh, the oysters
being precluded from closing again. So much then
for this characteristic of Starfishes.

23. Poets and the compilers of ancient legends, the Amphis
among whom is Hecataeus the chronicler, may sing baeee

of the Hydra of Lerna, one of the Labours of
Heracles; and Homer may sing of the Chimaera
with its three heads [11. 6. 181 ; 16. 328], the monster
of Lycia kept by Amisodarus the Lycian king for
the destruction of many, of varied nature, and
absolutely invincible. Now these seem to have been
relegated to the region of myths. The Amphis-
baena however is a snake with two heads, one at the
top and one in the direction of the tail. When it
advances, as need for a forward movement impels

¢ Elecampane, Inula helenium; cp. Diose. 1. 29,

3 €ls éxaoTov. 4 Xy,
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it, it leaves one end behind to serve as tail, while the
other it uses as a head. Then again if it wants to
move backwards, it uses the two heads in exactly
the opposite manner from what it did before.®

94. There is, it seems, a species of frog which Trlée Fishing-
bears the name of ‘ Angler,” and is so called from "¢
what it does. It possesses baits above its eyes: one
might describe them as elongated eyelashes, and at
the end of each one is attached a small sphere. The
fish is aware that nature has equipped it and even
stimulated it to attract other fish by these means.
Accordingly it hides itself in spots where the mud is
thicker and the slime deeper, and extends the afore-
said hairs without moving. Now the tiniest fishes
swim up to these eyelashes, imagining that the
round, swinging objects at the end are edible ; mean-
while the Angler lies in wait, never stirring, and
when the little fishes are near to him, he withdraws
the hairs towards himself (they are drawn in by some
secret and invisible means), and the little fishes,
whose gluttony has brought them close up, provide
2 meal for the aforesaid frog.

95. The Crayfish is the enemy of the Octopus. Crayfsh and

The reason is this: when the Octopus throws its 2P

tentacles round it, it cares nothing for the spines
that spring from the back of the Crayfish, but wraps
itself round and throttles it till it suffocates. This

¢ See Gow-Scholfield on Nie. Th. 372.

7 (7o) add. H.
8 Qes: elomedurdrwy MSS.
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the Crayfish knows full well, and makes its escape.
The nature of the Crayfish is as follows. When it
has nothing to fear, this fish moves in a forward
direction, turning its feelers® to either side, in
order that the water encountering it as it swims may
not thrust them back and hinder its advance. But
if it is trying to escape, it goes backwards, relaxing
its feelers completely, in order that, like one rowing
with oars and moving lightly like a boat, it may
withdraw to a great distance. If Crayfish fight
with one another they raise their feelers, fall upon
each other like rams, and butt their foreheads
together. But a struggle between a moray and a
Crayfish I have described earlier on.?

96. They say that the dewy Water-mint and the Snakes and
Agnus-castus are a potent means of expelling snakes. certain herbs
The latter, you know, is strewn by the women of
Attica on their pallets at the Thesmophoria. And it
appears that the Agnus-castus is offensive to noxious
creatures, and at the same time represses sexual
appetite; from this fact it appears to derive its
name. And the same noxious creatures have a
dread of the herb known as rosemary frankincense.

97. From Theophrastus [HP 9. 18. 2] I learn the The Aconite
following. This great man mentions a certain herb
and calls it by the name of ‘ Female-killer ;¢ and
if one puts it on a scorpion’s back and lets it lie, the
creature immediately shrivels. But the same writer
says that it revives if you sprinkle some white

e Lit. ¢ horns.’
b See 1. 32.
¢ One of several names for aconite; see Nic. Al. 36 ff.

247




AELIAN

émawd pév 76 Onuddvov, Tov 8¢ Aevidv EéBopov
NkioTa. TO 8¢ airiov, mod pév oropmiovs, GAG
de dvﬁedmgvs. I’ia/\)\l,uaxos ’SE‘ dpa e’1< TH vi T
Tpaxwia §8er 8édpov v ddecfar ral raletofar
outdov, & Ta épmerd yermdoavra kal mapabas-
covra apyny eita dmobfviorer. '

28. Tap dv kpéa Eew Tdv dMwv kpedv 78w
€k moMob memioTevtar. al éxelvo 8¢ 1) meipa
dddorer 1 kal pdla ye &vapyds? Srav moré
oaloudvdpay ¢dyn, adm) pév dorw dmabis, Tovs

3 3 ~ z 2 7
ye umy avrfis yevoauévovs dmorTelver.

29. Edgpdrys, Somep obv Ildpfwy kal Zdpewy
€ o~ ./ 3 124 A 4 A4 -~ 3 b3
pet pi€oos,® 6 Tu pev?® kal érepov TdY dNwv éxe
TOTOUDY TEPLTTOV €pd dANoTe, & 8¢ adTd ouvicact
Idpbor Te ral Zvpor wal éori ovpupelds Tois
Adyos Tolode, Tobro elpfioerar. mpds Tals mwpdh-
Tais dvarodais Todde Tob moTapod ¢dovral Twes
L4 A 4 > ’ 2 7 b4 3 k)
Sdeis, ral udda ye dvbpdmwv éxbpol, AN’ od

~ 3> 7 A ’ ~ z 4 v
TRV emywpiwv kal cuvTpédwy, TGV 8¢ Eévwv kal

TpooNKoVTWY 008¢ &. Kal Twdvral ye T
émdnulay favdrov adrols.

30. Aéwv 8rav Badily, odx edbbwpov mpdeLcy,
0Ud¢ €4 T@v ixv@v éavrot dmAd elvar T4 WddAuara,
a7 pév mpdewor, mh 8¢ émdveist, kai ab
mdAw Tob mpdow Eyerar, ral pévror Kol lerou
és) ® Tolumadw. elra mpodopetrar Ty 688v, kal

1 Schn: Siddéec. 2 &vapyifs.
8 péoos mworauds. 4 puév 7o

248

ON ANIMALS, IX. 27-30

hellebore upon it. Now I am in favour of Female-

killer, but not at all of white hellebore. The reason
is that I detest scorpions but love mankind. Calli-
machus [ fr. 100 f. 48 P] relates how a tree that goes
by the name of yew grows in Trachis, anfi if creeping
things go near and touch it at all they die.

98. It is generally believed that the flesh of the f‘}}zs%iof
Pig is sweeter than all others. And the fact is quite &
clearly proved by experiment. Whenever it eats a
salamander, the Pig itself is unaffected, but kills
those who taste its flesh.

29. In what respect the Euphrates, which flows snakes at
between Parthia and Syria, is superior to other Hesourceol
rivers I will explain some other time; but what the phrates
Parthians and Syrians know about it, and what is
relevant to the present discourse, that I will now tell.

Near to the spot where the river first rises certain
Snakes breed which are deadly enemies to men, not
however to the natives who have been brought up
in their midst, but to strangers who have no con-
nexion whatever with them. And they even punish

visitors with death.

30. The Lion when walking does not move straight The Lion's
forward, nor does he allow his footprints to appear
plain and simple, but at one point he moves forward,
at another he goes back, then he holds on his course,
and then again starts in the opposite direction.
Next he goes to and fro, effacing his tracks so as to

5 (& add. H.
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“nrevent @ hunters from following his path and easily
~ discovering the lair where he takes his rest and lives
_with his cubs. These habits of the Lion are Nature’s

special gifts.

31. Consider what makes a good shepherd. Now Hicoups and

the herdsman loves both his sheep and his goats, but Its
he abhors the hiccups. This affliction often befalls
man, and a surfeit induces hiccups in sheep and goats
also. Accordingly herdsmen plant round the pens
of the aforesaid animals a certain herb which counters
this complaint, and the herb protects them against
it. And those who have had experience maintain
that this herb is beneficial to man also in the same

affliction.?

32. Those whose business it is to gather Henbane Heubane,
and the juice of Silphium ¢ dig trenches round the gathered

plants and stir the roots a little; they do not how-
ever pull them up with their hands, but capture or
buy some bird and fasten one leg to the herb. And
as the bird flutters it pulls up the herb. Both are
serviceable to man’s needs. But if a man has not:
these means to pull them up, then the treasure
which he fancies he has found so happily and in
answer to his needs is of no service. :

e The sense is clear, but the text is faulty.

 The herb (whose name A. does not disclose) is Alyssum or
madwort; ep. Plut. Mor. 2. 648a.

¢ *Onds, the common term for juice of silphium, cannot be
right here, unless Ael. attaches some other meaning to the

word.

8 dvaondoet. % Kiihn : eldéov.
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33. This is not the occasion for mentioning all the Iugeriinal

penefits that accrue from Wormwood, how it eases
the windpipe and even cleanses the lungs. But to a
troublesome creature it is certainly an enemy: it
destroys intestinal worm. This creature grows and

rows and becomes a monster bred in the intestines,
and is reckoned among the diseases of mankind, and
what is more, among those which are hardest to cure
and which will not yield to any mortal treatment.
Hippys is sufficient witness to this. The account
given by the historian of Rhegium is as follows. A
woman suffered from an intestinal worm, and the
cleverest doctors despaired of curing her. Accord-
ingly she went to Epidaurus and prayed the god @
that she might be rid of the complaint that was
lodged in her. The god was not at hand. The
attendants of the temple however made her lie down
in the place where the god was in the habit of healing
his petitioners. And the woman lay quiet as she
was bid; and the ministers of the god addressed
themselves to her cure: they severed her head from
the neck, and one of them inserted his hand and
drew out the worm, which was a monstrous creature.
But to adjust the head and to restore it to its former
setting, this they always failed to do. Well, the god
arrived and was enraged with the ministers for
undertaking a task beyond their skill, and himself
with the irresistible power of a god restored the head
to the body and raised the stranger up again. For
my part, O King Asclepius, of all gods the kindliest

¢ There was a famous temple of Asclepius § mi. W of
Epidaurus in Argolis.

4 74y Gedv. 5 adr. 8 nw.
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to man, I do not set Wormwood against your skill
heaven forbid I should be so insensate!), but in
considering Wormwood I was reminded of your
beneficent action and of your astounding powers of
healing. And there is no need to doubt that this
herb also is a gift from you.

34. The Argonaut also is one of the polyps and The
has one shell.  Now it rises to the surface by turning
its shell upside down to prevent it from taking in salt
water and being thrust down again. And when it is
on top of the waves, if the weather is calm and the
winds are at rest, it turns its shell (which floats like a
boat) on its back, and letting down two tentacles,
one on either side, with a gentle motion rows and

ropels its natural vessel. And if there is a wind it
extends still further what up till now were oars,
using them as rudders, and raises other tentacles
between which there is a web of most delicate
texture, and this it spreads and turns into a sail.
And in this way it navigates so long as it has nothing
to fear. If however it is afraid of some of the larger
and stronger fish, it submerges and fills its shell and
sinks with the weight of water, and by disappearing
escapes from its enemy. Then when it has peace
again it rises and resumes its sailing. It is from
these activities that it derives its name.

35. They say that men have explored the sea to The depth
a depth of 300 fathoms, but not as yet beyond that. of the sea

Whether there are fishes and animals swimming at
an even greater depth, or whether even to them
these regions are inaccessible, although the gods of
the sea and also the overlord of the moist world @
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have their allotted dwelling there—these are matters
into which I shall not enquire too closely, and no one
else informs us.
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36. There is, it seems, a fish of the species mullet The
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and is yellow in appearance. There are two names
for it in common use, for some call it ° Adonis,

others ‘ Exocoetus ’e  For, you see, whe;n the waves
are lulled in places where the water is calm and
smooth, it runs aground, borne forward by the force
of the wave, and spreading itself upon t‘he.rocks,
sleeps a deep and tranquil sleep. And it is well
aware that there is peace between it and all other
creatures, though it dreads all birds that are or are
reputed to be nurslings of the sea. And so if one
appears, the fish leaps up and dances as nature has
taught it with movements that, one might say,
bafile description, until it junaps off the rock, fal!s
into the sea, and is safe. People like to call it
¢ Adonis ’ because it loves both land and sea, and
those who first gave it this name were hinting ('so 1
think) at the son of Cinyras® whose life was divided
between two goddesses; one who loved him was
peneath the earth, the other above.

37. A twig of one tree will grow on the stock of Grolting of
another to which it often bears no relation. And

o« That is, ‘sleeping out of the water.,” The fish has not
begnxggiii;;ﬁ \i'das the son of Cinyras by his daughter Mgyrrha.
Aphrodite concealed tho baby in & chegt_whlch she entrusted
to Persephone. On Persephone’s declining to give the child
back Zeus ordained that he should spend one half of each year
with either goddess.
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ON ANIMALS, IX. 37-39

Theophrastus, who has traced the cause of this in a
thoroughly scientific way, explains the cause [CP
9.17. 5 & 8]: small birds eat the blossoms of trees
and then as they sit upon the trees void their
excrement. And so the seed dropping into hollows
and cracks and cavities, and being watered by the
rains of heaven, produces the same wood as that
from which it sprang. Thus you will see a fig-tree
on an olive-tree, and the same with other trees.

38. The Sea-sheep and the Hepatus® as it is
named, and what fishermen are accustomed to call
the Prepon ? have their lairs in the recesses of the sea.
They are of enormous size to look at but sluggish
swimmers, and range to and fro around their lairs,
and so it comes about that they never abandon their
hiding-places. But they lie in wait for fish of weaker
species that swim past. The Hake too may be
reckoned as belonging to this class. More than any
other fish does it dread the rising of the Dog-star.

39. It seems that the. family of Blister-beetles ¢
is produced in fields of wheat and on poplar-trees
and on fig-trees also, as Aristotle says [H4 5562 b 1];
and Caterpillars are produced among peas, and
certain Spiders among bitter vetch, and the Leek-
cutter,? as it is called, among leeks. And in the
cabbage is born a kind of worm which derives its

@ Unidentified; not the same as the Hepatus of 15. 11.

® Unidentified.

¢ See D. W. Thompson’s note on Arist. l.c. (Eng. tr.).

¢ 9 ‘leaf-maggot’ (Hort on Thphr. HP 7. 5. 4); ‘Prob.
milliped * (L-8%). The Hylemyia antiqua (order Anthomyidae)
may attack the bulb of leeks.
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ON ANIMALS, IX. 3941

pame from its habitat. At any rate it is called the
Cabbage-caterpillar.2  The apple-tree also produces
acreature ® which frequently destroys the fruit of this
{ree, although it may help women who are still of an
age to bear children to conceive. How this happens
another shall tell.

40. It seems that every creature knows in which Animals
know where

part of its body its strength resides, and this gives it their

40. Olde 3¢ dpa T@v Lwv éxacrov &v & pépe o
: - confidence, for when attacking it employs it as a strength lies

Vé \ ’A Ve \ /7 ~ A k]
KérryTaL TNV dAky, kal Todre Ooppel, kai émi-
~ A ~ -~
BovAeBor pév ypfirar ds SmAw, rwdvvebor 8¢ s
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€ g, L4 0 A 7 A . £ 8\ \ ~
ws Eider, évbev Tou kal kéedTar 1) 8¢ Tpvyaw TG
7 i3 A 4 ~ ~
KévTpe, 7 8¢ udpawa Tols dBobor, kal pdda ye
b2 Ve ” 1 -~
eloTws* €xer® yap adrdv SorToryiav.
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@ Thelarvae or caterpillar of the large white butterﬂy, Pieyis
rapae, injure cabbages, turnips, radishes, etc.
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weapon, when in danger as a means of defence.
For instance, the Swordfish defends itself with its
snout as with a sword; hence its name; and the
Sting-ray with its sting, and the Moray with its
teeth, and well it may, because it has-a double row
of them.

41. The domestic Mouse is a timorous and feeble The Mouse

creature and is scared by noise and trembles at the
squeak of a marten.® Field-mice also are timorous,
whereas the Sea-mice  are bolder than the domestic

animal. Though their body is small their courage is Tho *Sea-

irresistible, and this they derive from two weapons, ™
their tough skin and their powerful teeth. And
they fight even with fish of greater bulk and with
the most skilled fishermen.

% Fhe caterpillar ot the Codling moth, Carpocapsa pomonella

¢ 'With us it would be  the mew of a cat.’

¢ Qppian (Heal. 1. 174) speaks of pvdv yademdv yévos as
‘confident in their tough hide and close-set teeth,’ and as
‘ contending with men, though not so very large.’ This is
probably the Turtle, whose sharp bub toothless jaws can
mﬂ1§t a savage bite. See Thompson, Gk. fishes, s.v. pds, II,
p. 167.
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492. The Tunny is aware of the changes of the The Tunny

seasons and knows precisely when the solstices occur
and has no need whatsoever of persons skilled in
celestial matters. For in whatever place the
beginning of winter overtakes these fish, there they
are glad to remain at rest without stirring, and
there they stay until the coming of the equinox.
Aristotle bears witness to this [H4 599 b 9]. And
that they see with one eye and not with the other is
admitted by Aeschylus when he says [ fr. 308 N}

* Casting his left eye askance like a tunny.’

And they pass into the Euxine, keeping the land on
their right, on which side in fact they look out.
Contrariwise when issuing from the Euxine they
swim along the opposite shore and hug the land,
taking the utmost precaution to safeguard their life
by means of the eye which sees.

43. The first shell of the common Crab splits and, Thecommon

just as snakes slough their ‘ old age,’ so do these "
creatures put off their shell. And directly they
perceive that it is coming away from their flesh they

‘move frantically in every direction in their search

for more food, in order that they may become in-
flated by the additional bulk and so break off their
shell. And when they have contrived to slip out of
it and are free, they lie on the sand exhausted like
dead bodies. But their growing shell causes them
anxiety while it is still rather pliable and tender.
Gradually however they gather themselves together
and come to life, as it were, and begin by eating
sand.® But as long as their outer covering consists

¢ mpdyrns .« .« . Ydppov © verba corrupta,’ H.; but cp. Opp.
Hal. 1. 98, ¢idupov épenrdpevor kal 60° v Papdboior dovrar.
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of membrane, for so long are they timid and utterly
lacking in courage. When however the membrane
begins to harden and to assume the nature of a shell,
then they cast aside their fears, and the protection
of their covering and their full suit of armour, as you
might call it, gives them the same confidence as a
shield would.

44. The race of men known as Troglodytes is The Troglo-
famous, and derives its name from its manner of g2
living. Snakes are afraid of them, the reason being
that the men eat them.

Snakes when engaged in coupling emit a most

offensive odour.

45. If a field, or if trees with fruit upon them are The Octopus
close by the sea, farmers often find that in summer and Druit-
Octopuses and Osmyluses ¢ have emerged from the
waves, have crept up the trunks, have enveloped
the branches, and are plucking the fruit. So when
they have caught them they punish them. And as
quittance for what the aforesaid fish have reaped
they provide the owners of the pillaged fruit with a

feast.

46. * Migrants ’ is the name for marine creatures The migra-
that are clever at knowing the transition of the "o ™"
Seasons. At any rate at the beginning of winter
they escape from the frosts and remain at rest and
are glad by so remaining to keep warm, sharing

% See 5. 44.

4 v Sy, 8 dvfeoridor V; H.
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their warmth in brotherly fashion. Then in the
spring they begin to swim greater distances and feed
not only upon what comes their way but on what
they have sought for and tracked down.

47. If one crushes Sea-urchins while still alive The Sea-
within their shells and with their spines protruding uzohin
and then throws one bit here and another there into
the sea and leaves them, they come together again
and join up: they recognise their related fragments,
and attaching themselves grow together. And it is
by some marvellous and peculiar force of Nature that
they become whole again.

48. With a view to increasing the offspring of their Sexulfll
ants

animals their keepers and herdsmen at the mating for animals

season take handfuls of salt and of sodium carbonate

and rub the genitals of their female asses and goats

and mares. These substances produce in the animals

a greater appetite for sexual intercourse. Others

rub their parts with pepper and honey; others

again with sodium carbonate and nettle-seed. And

some have in fact applied Cretan alexanders and

sodium carbonate; And from the consequent

irritation the females of a herd cannot contain

themselves but go mad after the males.

49. There is not one of the largest Cetaceans that The largest
comes near the shore or the beach or ‘ leprous’ (that Oebaceans
is, rocky) spots or into shallow water: they live in
the deeps. The largest of them are the Sea-lion,

267




AELIAN

mwdpdadis kal ol ¢vcador kai 7 mpioris kal 7

kadovuérn udAdn- Svoavraydviorov 8¢ dpa {To) 1
Onplov Todro Kai duayov. wal & kpuos dewdy ?
{@ov kal kivdvvov Pépov, €l kai mppwler daveln,
79 7fs Gaddrrns Topdéer kol TH KABww v 3
épydlerar. kal Vawa,* odk aloov Spaua ¥ Tols
vavTiMopévols aliry ye. kvvdv 8¢ mepl diadopds
kal dAkfs dvwrépw elmov.

50. Ai xaoropides (v elov Baddrriov, xal éml
Tals drTals kal Tals méTpais Tals mpoPefinuévass
aménudy Twa rkwrkvrov pefidol, xal dpdovrar
Bapbrara. Todrov Tolvwv TOD xov Jomis dv
o}xoﬁo‘g’l),s o’{cf)v.‘c'r?', ?if e’clrn, KOl OV WETC UOKPOV
am'?@vncncet.. kal 7 ¢dMawa 8¢ 7is faddrrys
mpoelor kol dAealverar T drrivi. kvedatar 8¢ al
ddrar éiaot pudMov+ 7om pévror kal peonuPpias
ofions 7 kabeddovor s addrrys éfw. TobTS TOUL
kal “Ounpos 7j0et, kat év *Odvoceia Tov Mevédewr
wewoi”qicf ) T‘nkeyqﬁxcp kot 7@ Ieoworpdre
mepuyospevoy Ty Koy avTdv 'r'rfvgle, Sre Ta év
(I):xp? Kai mept Hpan'ews; Tod ‘Ha/\a'rﬂov, Satuovos
abrols o M,evee)\eews‘ diebjer kal Ths povrelas, v
éuavredoard ot o Ilpwrevs v elmov.

14
51. Tplyhys wépr dvwrépw elmov: & 8¢ odk
~ I 3 2 A~
elrov, viv épd. év "Edevotm mipds Eyer éx Tov

1 (28 add. H.

2 ety éxbpov.

3 Ges: 70 kvddwov adrds MSs, adrds del. H.
4 Schn from Opp. Hel. 1. 372 : Lyawa.

5 0pg ovdé épydlerar.

8 dmaxovoy. 7 ofoys Kal.

268

ON ANIMALS, IX. 49-31

the Hammer-headed Shark,< the Sea-leopard, the
great Whales,% the Pristis, and the fish called
Maltha. This last monster is a terrible antagonist
and invincible. The Ram-fish ? also is a creature
to be dreaded and is dangerous, even if it emerges
at a distance, owing to the upheaval in the sea and
the wave which it creates. The Sea-hyena too is no
auspicious sight for seafarers. As to Sharks, I have
spoken above of their different kinds and of their
strength. _

50. Sea-calves ¢ are marine animals, and on head- Tho
lands and projecting rocks they utter a kind of caren
ominous cry and a very deep roar. And moreover

"whoever hears this sound, for him there is no escape,

but he dies soon after. ,
The Whale too comes out of the sea and warms The Whale

itself in the sun. But Seals emerge for choice when

it is dark, although they do in fact sleep on shore at The seal
midday. Homer knew this, and in the Odyssey

[4. 400] he has represented Menelaus explaining to
Telemachus and Pisistratus this habit they have of
resting, when he was telling them of what happened

at Pharos and of the sea-god Proteus and of the
prophecy which was uttered by the aforesaid Proteus.

51. I have spoken above ¢ of the Red Mullet, but The Red
what I did not mention then I will now. At Eleusis Malte

s The only animals in the list that have been certainly
identified.

b See below, 15. 2 n.

¢ Generally taken to mean ‘ Seals,” but the description that
follows points rather to the Walrus; and so Gossen (§ 215)
understands the word.

4 See 2. 41.
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ON ANIMALS, IX. 51-54

it is held in honour by the initiated, and of this

“honour two accounts are given. Some say, it is
" pecause it gives birth three times in a year; others,
" pecause it eats the Sea-hare, which is deadly to man.

I shall perhaps recur to the Red Mullet.

52. Squids, Flying Gurnards,® and Flying-fish Flying-Gsh

when scared fly and leap out of the sea. Squids leap
furthest with the aid of their fins and rise high and
are borne along together in flocks like birds. Flying-
fish wing their flight at a lower level. The Flying
Gurnards however move at so little distance above
the surface of the sea, that you can hardly tell that
they are not swimming but flying.

53. It seems that Fishes roam and wander about,
some in masses, like troops of animals or bands of
hoplites marching in ranks or in lines ; others advance
in an orderly column; others again you would say
were in companies. Others are numbered off by
tens and swim together in that formation; there are
even some that swim in couples, while there are.
others that remain at home in their lairs and spend
their lives there.

" 4. T have ascertained that skilled herdsmen when Yarious
treatments

wishing to fatten their animals, remove their horns. for domestio
apimals

And when they wish to stimulate their he-goats to
couple, they rub perfume on their nostils; they even

S,ELVOI‘. (z’TaV e’ﬁf'/\wow émt muery 7a {Ha émdodvar,
?’,(/)acp?v?'w abrdv ,1-& képaTa. kal Tovs Tpdyovs
Srav eﬁe)\fuaw és witw mpobvuorépovs épydoacbar,
Wopw xpiovow adrdv Tas pivas, kal T4 Yévewa

o See Thompson, Gk. fishes, p. 287.
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ON ANIMALS, IX. 54-56

anoint their chins as well. On the other hand they
restrain an excessive appetite by tying a cord .round
the middle of the animals’ tails. And Aristotle
asserts [H4 604 b 30] that mares miscarry if for some
length of time they smell an extinguished lamp-
wick. I have heard also of this device to stop
house-dogs from running away: they measure t.he
length of their tail with a rod, smear the rod with
butter, and then give it to the dog to lick. And the
dogs remain at home, they say, as though they were
fastened up.

55. Here is another peculiarity of Dogs. They How to_

gilence Dogs

will not bark if one approaches them holding the ona

55. "I8wa 8¢ kai érxeiva wvvds. oy Slaxrobow 2
X 2 tail of a marten; but after cutting off the said tail Donkeys

” 3 3 3\ Af\ \oe ~ 5 ’ 9
€L TIS €YWY ovpay ya. 7S OUY €QUTW €LT0 TTPOTELTL,

yadijs O’ v éOfpace uév, dmoxdhas 8¢ Ty
mpoelpnuévny olpav elra dpfixe (doav odriv.
dvos 3¢ o Ppwuroerar, €y adrod Tis odpds Aoy
amapTioys, &s acw.

56. *Ev dpq Oepeiey, moMod mdvv oddSpa. Tod
€y 7 k3 7 c 3y /7 3 14 s
7oy évarudlovros, of eépavres dAMfdovs xplov-
ow N mayelq, rxal adrols adrn Pixos Te mapéyer
Kkal olkias vmdyrpov Twos 7 8évdpots kal kAddous
auduagods 1diwy éoti Tois Lhois Tols mpoepyué-
vois. obrot pumdatodow loyvpds, xal alobnow
oéurdrny &ovor. mpolact yodv aMfdwv 3 So-
mowodyres, kal & ye mpdros (laot yap xard
oToiyov) Tijs év mool méas alofduevos ral &ri
deiMov  dvbpwmor ek Ths mapabadoews ouvvels
ad7dv, dvaond v méav kai Sdwor TH Karbmw
Sodpaiveshou, kal éxeivos & per’ obréy: Kal %S¢
7 avridoois s 8y elmois 1d mdvrawv Eoyerar. Kkai
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of the captured marten, one must let it go alive.
And a Donkey will not bray if you suspend a stone
from its tail, so they say.

56. In the season of summer when the sun’s blaze The

<1}, Blephant;
is at its strongest Elephants smear one another with ephan

thick slime: this affords them coolness and is more
agreeable to the aforesaid animals than a home
beneath a cave or embowered in trees and branches.
They are good at tracking by scent and have a very
keen sense of smell. At any rate on the march one

recedes another, and the leader (they move in
single file) takes note of the grass at his feet, and
when he realises from the brushing that men have
passed that way, he pulls up the grass and gives it to
the elephant behind him to smell, and he in turn to

1 éoBeopévyy. 2 gpooeier Cobet. 3 gAjdos.
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he one behind him.. And this exchange, as you
might call it, goes through the whole herd, until it

comes to the one who is bringing up the rear, when
he trumpets loudly. Whereupon like soldiers at a

signal they turn aside to vales
mountains or to low-lying marshes or ev

country where the bushes are dense.
costs they avoid land which is trodden by men, for
man is a creature whom they suspect as their worst
enemy. And when their feeding-grounds fail some

of them dig up roots and e
off in search of fodder. And
frst to find what he is seeki

and thickets in the

en to level
But at all

at them, while others go
the Elephant that is the
ng turns back and calls

his fellows and leads them to his lucky discovery.

57. In the severest winter when the sea is stormy
and the winds are blowing fierce and strong, Fish
dread their native and beloved sea. And some of

them heap up sand with their fins and
while others slip beneath

keep themselves warm,

some rock and are glad to

cold. Others again hasten down to the
the sea and there below in the depths avoid the
agitation from above. For, men say, the fury of the
waves does not at that depth swell and batter them
as it does above. But at the beginning of spring

when the sky grows brig
forth their leaves and the fiel

so covered

rest sheltered from the

recesses of

ht and plants begin to put
ds to wave with their

natural herbage, the Fish observing that the sea is
smooth and calm, mount up and leap about and

5 §é.

6 3y Ve oy
adras, Kal ol [LEv

7 $modvovrar H.

& Buood.

.

k3 ? ‘ 7
eoblovat kat TavTas.

9 Siouddver H.
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swim close to the shore as though they were return-
ing from a long journey.

- g8, These, it seems, are the three creatures which Lfmégevity
S

'3 37 -~ 3 ‘ . .
58. Tpla 3¢ dpa Tabra éx Bpayiorwy péyiorg from the smallest beginnings grow to the largest Tiephant

I 7

é:qua yiverar ('r(,?)v v évddpay 6 Kkporddidos, TGy §¢ - size: among aquatic animals the Crocodile, among
dmomTépwy 1) orpovlos 17 peydAn, TV ye %€ 1 pirds the Ostrich, and among quadrupeds the
Te‘TpaﬂTéSwv 0 eXédas. Mye 8¢ 6 16Pas yngq%w Elephant. And Juba relates that his father possessed
piv adrod T@ marpl molverii Aifvv éréd a an Elephant of a great age that was descended from
kaTidvTa éic TAY dvew 70D yévovs kal Ilro) ovra, remote ancestors; and that Ptolemy Philadelphus
8¢ 7 ®Nadéddw Albioma, ral éxed L Tonepaip had an Ethiopian Elephant which had lived for many
Bidoavra yevéobas adror v exelvov ¢k moMop ears and partly from its association with men and
uev ek Ths mpds 'roz)f; vl (Z KOL UEPWTATOV TG, artly from its training had become exceedingly
Sl rreohevBirar 26}\66;; movs GUfTPO‘/’Lﬁfs, Ta docile and gentle. He also tells of an Elephant
krfipa  doe “Ivdov éAéd v e TV NLKG‘TOPOS‘ from India which belonged to Seleucus Nicator, and
Siol ﬁb&‘wal A eAépavTa, Kol pevror Kal he says moreover that it survived down to the

Tobrov  peéxpt Ths Tdv Avridywy supremacy of the Antiochi.®

k) 7
émpareias ¢noly. v
59. All Fish that have a river or some lake near to Sea-fish
their native sea, when they are about to spawn swim DT e
out of the salt water, choosing in preference to the
waves water that is calm and not at all upheaved and
lashed by gales. For the tranquillity of river and

El ’ 124
59. , Ix@ves’ oot orapucy yeirova f Boaddry 74
o " -
v/;';\'poqﬁ(y réerrar 3 kal Mgy 7w Srov
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4 vy
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kioTa. ayabn vo s~ e~ eqs thevoy reserve their young from harm and from attack,
\ yaly) yap avrols 7 TGV ddTwr elpiy y . .
{riw ¥ doyelay dmodéfachar kal puAdéar 6 PV both for other reasons and especially because of the
wob avemBodlevra Tat Bpddn H o m,&‘\m’"] T€ absence or paucity of savage creatures. And lakes
uévror kal g Ty 7w O PP TH, TE ANy Kl and rivers normally enjoy this freedom. That is the
bihodor ¢ mws THvd NPWY EPTULAY KAt OTaW* reason why the Euxine abounds in such a quantity
Muvor ral oig ;;7: € Ty ”€3€U9€pbav exew al Te of fish: it has not learnt to foster monsters. If it
auot. €vUer TOoL K N . . .
ix0dow edfeveirar 6 Edéewos Ildvros aé W’OMO\LS « Seleucus Nicator reigned 312-280 B.c.; AntiochusT, 280~
’ s oy ) © Unpla yap 261 B.C.
Tpépeww ok Euabe. drny 3¢ € mov Tpéder Kai
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Seldi , 33y o n :
&:37 O‘{IZ:’_’ZIS/ ﬁpaZCSLO'T?UBS‘: <’a)\)\a,> 1 TAY e 2 Mar does breed the seal and dolphins, they are of the
L THoe ixbls év orémn eioiv. smallest, but from all other pests the fishes here are

. rotected.

60. AL‘ Qa)\dé-n'ac Beddvar Aemral odoar 3 iwq} P
xwpnrucy éufpvwy  prjrpav odk & 5

» - » A ovoar T ¥ A
adgEny @y &vdov Bpeddv ov dépovow &)/{/\&, ﬁﬁ'y,,v?,l_} to contain their foetus they are unable to endure
TaL, /\':\ab TovTOV ToV Tpdmov od TikTOovoWw AAAG the growth of their young within their bodies, but
éxBdAovor Ta Tékva. purst open; and in this way they do not give birth
to, but eject, their offspring.

60. Pipefishes are slender, and having no womb The Pipefish

61. Adyerar 8¢ 74 1 D / n
s dom'g:)g SnyﬂdTw’zcl;Z\?K:(;V;a T’)L/chp wpét{aa. Twy 61. It is said that the traces and indications of The bite of
edotvorTta. Kal 76 alriov Siceivo €b ELval ONAG kat _ the bites of the Asp are far from evident or easy o e AP
Edrardy éoru 76 ¢ adriis pdppa. cvat ngeavo,mf, detect. ,And .the reason for ‘.chis is, I learn, as follows.
drioTov. odKoDY 1) ,u,e‘:l E’Végs o gfu ’Lasf”a,uew , The Asp’s poison is exceedingly sharp and spreads
Aeder, GG &s Tobds Zow 7d ov’ 70 6)t OUK €miTro~ very rapldly.. So when the. Asp fastens on a man
7is piv emdavelas xal 7o 57 S KaTo Lo;ﬁaeve&, Kl the poison does n.ot remain on the surface but
v apavilerar, BOeiras 5 2'(%0)705‘ 700 4mS Ty p‘enetrates to the inner passages of .the body an’d
795 Kondr > ! ) TaL O€ Evoov. &bev Tou Kal disappears from view and from the skin before one’s

() Tpas o bavaros Tois appl Tov LeBaoroy ; eyes, and presses inwards. That, you see, is why
ov mavy 11 padiws éyveboln dAa Syé, Svo rkevrnud- the manner of Cleopatra’s death was by no means

easily recognised by Octavian’s companions, but only
after a time when two punctures, hard to detect and
discover, were observed, and through them was

TWY Kot fLaAa VG SUOBGCLTO)V Kot 8U067’pa7u)1}
OK}SGGV]U)V, SL wy E(}Swpaan TO TOU HaVaJOU aLVl,y[,La.

3
dMws 7€ Kol ixvy 700 THs domis
THs domwidos oY ] )
épdvn, mpddnla Tois é’XOUO'L’)?Tﬁg .,-ov'ij vppaTos revealed the riddle of her death. Besides, marks
T@v {dwv Ty {oroplav dvra kunoews of the Asp’s trail were visible, and they were clear
‘ ) to persons acquainted with the movements of these
logy creatures.
TOSZ.’ Hﬁ#ﬂﬂ?v 1?01)’(;201) ‘Pwpalows ayopavopodv-
€V avabnrotot H . .
rGy Tods & qSZL oS ‘(”apé‘m,’“’TP‘é,ﬂS‘ avip Kal 62. When Pompeius Rufus was Aedile at the Death of
s € Ta fadpara® 7peddvrev Panathenaea ¢ a medicine-roan, one of those who Sk
> . ’ " charmer
1 CeMdD add. H. - 2 2y 8¢ keep snakes for show, amid a crowd of his fellow-
3 odoar koAmwdd <
7. ; . . .
4 IT. ol elwbe 5 Poualowr dvons Sob e Tlavaffvoua is used as an equivalent for the Roman Quin-
5 Voss: Tpa,jﬂ;r;?a_ wpatwy dyopd dpdafor. quairus, & festival held in March. Pompeius was Consul in
88 B.0. and a colleague of Sulla.
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ractitioners applied an asp to his arm in order to
demonstrate his skill, and was bitten. Thereupon
he sucked out the poison with his mouth. He failed
however to swallow some water afterwards, there
being none at hand although he had got some ready
(the vessel had been upset by an act of treachery),
and as he had mnot washed off the poison and
thoroughly rinsed his mouth he passed away after,
1 believe, two days without suffering any pain,
though the poison had little by little reduced his
gums and his mouth to putrescence.

63. When spring is at its height and the earth is
putting forth her blossoms, animals are filled with an
amorous impulse and bethink them of wedlock, and
all that dwell in mountain or sea or that fly in the
air desire to embrace one another. Among the
Tishes there are some that rub off their eggs, massed
and clinging together, on the sand; others as they
swim spawn a great quantity of eggs, most of which
are swallowed by those that swim in the rear.® In
fact the males lead the way and scatter milt, and the
females that follow, open-mouthed and quite in-
satiable, swallowit. Thisis their method of coupling.
I have explained above how some fishes actually live
with the females and look after them as though they
were their wives,? and that even among the various
kinds of fishes the fires of a sort of jealousy ° break
forth.

s Cp. Hdt. 2. 93.
¢ See 1. 25.

b See 1. 14.
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g4. Aristotle [H4 590 a 18], and Democritus Fresh water

before him [Diels Vorsok.® 1. 2955 2. 126], and third

in order Theophrastus [CP 6. 10. 2] assert that fish

are not nourished by salt water but by the fresh
with the sea. And since this
seems almost incredible, the son of Nicomachus,?

water that is mingled

says that in every sea

wishing to confirm the statement by actual practice,

there is some drinkable water,

and that it can be proved in this way. If one makes
a thin, hollow vessel of wax and lets it down empty
attached it so that it can be
hauled up, after a night and a day it is, when drawn
up, full of fresh and drinkable water. And
Empedocles of Agrigentum asserts [fr. 66 Diels
PPF] that there is some fresh water in the sea, not
indeed perceptible to all, though it does nourish

into the sea, having

fishes. And this sweet

ening of the water in the

brine he says is due to natural causes, which you may
learn from his writings.

65. It is said that those who have been initiated
£ the two goddesses ® Will not certain ish

into the Mysteries o

touch Dog-fish, for (they say)
since it gives birth through its mouth. Some how-
does not do so, but that when
its young have been frightened by attempts on their
life, it swallows and hides them away, and that when

ever maintain that it

the scare has passed, it ag

it is no clean food,

ain ejects them alive.

And these same initiates would not taste of a Red

Mullet, nor would the pries

tess of Hera at Argos.

The reasons for this I know that I have explained

above somewhere.

¢ See ch, 51.
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and how they couple, the Moray emerging from the
sea, the Viper from its den. But what 1 did not tell,
I now will. When the Viper intends to couple with
the Moray, in order to appear gentle as befits a
pridegroom, he disgorges and throws up his poison,
and then with a soft hissing sound, as though raising
a kind of pre-nuptial wedding chant, summons his
bride. And when they have together completed
their amorous revels, the fish makes for the waves
and the sea, while the snake gulps down his poison
again and goes back to his native haunts.

e See 1. 50.
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66. I have not forgotten that I have in a previous Mating of
y Viper and

assage @ told of the mating of Viper and Moray wmoray
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BOOK X

_ The Elephant is seldom in love, they say, for,

asll have rem};rked earlier on,® it is sober.' And yet
I learn of Elephants experiencing.the passion of lox}rleiz,
and the tale is one to excite astonishment. And this
i ve learnt.
* Xhi;rll 27?10 had some knowledge of the method of
hunting these animals obtained leave from tlﬁe
Roman Emperor and set out to hunt them in the
manner of the natives of Mauretania. He tells in
his narrative how he saw a young .femalfa Elephant,
comely as Elephants can be, coupling with a younlg
and beautiful male, while another older meil e
(whether it was the husband or the lqver of the
aforesaid female) was furious as though it had bﬁeg
scorned. For inflamed with violent passion it rush f(? !
forward and coming up to the young and beautifu
Elephant, fell upon it and began to fight, hk%i a m?%n
flled with resentment over the conduct of his wi }el
or his mistress. And the two dashed together w1’cd
guch force that both damaged their tusks. And
neither was victorious, but the hunters separate

An
Elephant's
jealousy

them by hurling missiles at them, for the animals .

i heir

less as soon as they were deprived of t
zz:;)c})lri? egi a lovers’ contest between elephant
lovers, equally balanced up to the enq, was there
brougilt to a close. And Paris was being dragged

a See 8. 17.
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ON ANIMALS, X. 14

along by Menelaus and was being throttled by the
thong that was pressing him beneath his helmet, and

the son of Atreus

¢ would now have haled him away and won
renown unspeakable * [Hom. I1. 3. 373],

had not the thong snapped, and had not the daughter
of Zeus and Dione (i.e. Aphrodite) snatched him away
after his most shameful and unmanly fight: and he
departed, the coward, and slept with the adulteress.

season for

9. It appears that Fish are not eager for sexual Mating

intercourse at the same season, but some couple in Fishes

spring, others feel the urge in summer, others in the
autumn, in others again the aforesaid desire is
gradually kindled during the winter. The majority
after giving birth once a year, cease; though I am
told that the Basse gives birth twice, whereas the
very name of the Red Mullet (TplyAn) proves, so
they say, that it does so thrice.

3. Herodotus states [3. 103] that Camels have
four thigh-bones in their hind-legs, and the same
number also of knees, but that their genitals be-
tween their hind-legs are turned in the direction of

the tail.

4. Herodotus states [3. 113] that the Sheep of
Arabia have tails of abnormal length compared with
other sheep. And the same writer informs us that
there are two kinds of Sheep, adding that one kind

= 201
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ON ANIMALS, X. 4-6

has tails so long as to measure not less than three
cubits. And if one were to allow the Sheep to trail
their tails after them, they would be full of sores
from rubbing along the ground. All that the shep-
herds can do is to contrive small carts which support
the tails of these animals and prevent them from
getting sore. But the other kind of Sheep, he says,
has broad tails as much as a cubit wide.

5. Snails know that partridges and herons are their The areion’

enemies; so they escape from them, and in places
where these birds feed you would never see snails
crawling about. But the snails which they call
Areiones deceive and elude the aforesaid enemies by
natural astuteness. Thus, they emerge from their
native shells and feed without anxiety, while the
birds which I mentioned swoop upon the empty
shells as though they were the actual snails, but
finding nothing, throw them aside as useless and go
away. But the Areiones return and pass each to its
own house, having eaten their fill of food and having
preserved their lives by their deceptive migration.

6. It seems that the Spanish Mackerel of the
Fuxine imitate the Persian King who spends the
winter at Susa and the summer in Fcbatana. For
these fish pass the winter in the Propontis as it is
called, since that region is warm, but in the summer

s Spanheim : Gepilovra . . . xedlovra.
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ON ANIMALS, X. 6-9

they live about Aegialus,® because the first-named
sea affords them gentle breezes.

7. I am informed that when Cooks who are masters Cooking a

of their art wish the stomachs of Red Mullets not to
burst in the cooking, they kiss their mouths. And if
this is done the fish are preserved whole, so they say.

8. The female Dolphin has breasts like a woman The Dolphin
and suckles its young with a liberal and copious ;ﬂm}?

supply of milk. And they swim in a body, but
separated according to age. In the front rank are
ranged the young and tender, after them swim the
full-grown ones. The Dolphin loves its offspring and
is an affectionate creature, anxious for its children,
and in order to protect them, as with soldiers in line
of battle, some are with the front rank, others with
the second, others with the third. The young ones
swim in front, after them swim the females, and the
males bring up the rear while they superintend and
guard closely their offspring and their wives as they
swim. What, O noble Homer, would Nestor say
to this—Nestor, whom you celebrate as the best
tactician among all the heroes of his day ? [Cp. Hom.
Il. 2. 5553 4. 293-309.]

9. Some maintain that the difference between the The Viper

Echis and the Echidna is one of sex and not of kind,
the former being the male viper, the latter the
female. Others however consider that the differ-
ence is one of kind, and that the latter belongs to one
species and the former to another. And I hear

@ Town on the coast of Paphlagonia.
3 .
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ON ANIMALS, X. g-10

some say that those who have been bitten by the
Fchis are seized with convulsions, whereas victims
of the Echidna are not. But others assert that the
bite caused by the Echidna is white, unlike that of
the FEchis which is livid. And Nicander says [Th.

931] that in the

bite which the Echis implants traces

of two fangs are visible, but more if it is an Echidna

that has bitten.

10. Tt is worth relating what men do after a Tamingan

successful Elephant-hunt to make the creatures

Tlephant

docile and tame. First of all they lead them away
bound into a wood a little distance from the trench
in which they have captured them, keeping them
apart by ropes and not allowing them either to run

forward or to st

op and pull back. Next they fasten

each beast to a very large tree at a measured distance
from the next one so that they can neither spring
¢orward nor retreat backwards to any extent through
being free to leap about and work mischief. And
by refusing them food and by starvation they drain
away their excessive strength and power, and
gradually reduce their spirit and their inflexible

determination,

so that they forget their hitherto

indomitable fierceness and abandon their former
temper. The keepers of these animals go up to.
them and offer them food from their hands, and the
Elephants under stress of need take it and do the
men no harm, and already begin to wear a mild and
fatigued expression. But those that are extremely
powerful and full-grown, after bursting their bonds

and tearing up
and with their

trees with the points of their tusks
trunks, even smashing some by their
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: by starvation sometimes by pleasant food, at other

ON ANIMALS, X. 10-13

onset and by assailing them, have with difficulty
and only after a long while been tamed sometimes

times by means of goads. While these animals are
peing tamed their food consists of very large loaves
of bread, barley, dried figs, raisins, onions, garlic,
honey in large quantities, bundles of mastic
pranches and of palm-leaves and of ivy and any
edible and familiar substance which is for that
reason welcome to them.

11. Those who condemn all fishes without ex- Vocal Fishes

ception to silence are ignorant of their nature,
because there are those that whistle and those that
grunt. The Gurnard grunts, so too do the Chromis
and the Caprus, as Aristotle says [H4 535 b 171
The John Dory whistles; the Cuckoo @ (or ‘ Piper ')
has a voice which resembles that of the bird whose
name it bears and makes a similar sound.

12. To the eye the Elephant is a mass of flesh and Fhe flesh of
of enormous size, but his flesh is not edible, excepting Flophant
his trunk, the lips of his mouth, and the marrow of
his tusks. But it seems that the fat of an Elephant
is detested by poisonous creatures, for if a man rubs
himself with it or burns some, they flee away to a
great distance.

. 3 g Th
13. The variety of colour and of shape in the fauna 'Ef E auna

of Arabia might well put anyone skilled in painting
to the test, not only in the case of powerful and

a A kind of Gurnard.
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noble animals but even of the more insignificant, the
locusts and the snakes; for the markings on them
look like gold. The fish, which enjoy an even more
richly wrought colouring, are an astonishing sight.
And the oysters in the Red Sea are not without the
same glamour, for they are encircled with rings of
fiery hue, and %o look at them you would say that
with the blending of their colours they were copying
the rainbow, Nature having painted parallel stripes

upon them. And the pear], so celebrated among The Pearl

fools and admired by women, is also a nursling of
the Red Sea, and they tell a marvellous story- of how
it is produced when lightning flashes upon the open
chells. So then these shells which are the mothers
of the aforesaid pearls are sought for when the
weather is fine and the sea smooth. And the
seckers collect them and extract this object which
delights the hearts of the luxurious. One may find
a small pear] even in the largest shell and a large
one in a small shell; and this one contains none, and
that not more than one, and many contain a number.
Some assert that as many as twenty have been
attached to a single shellfish. Now the shell is the
flesh, and these pearls cling to it like a thorn. ‘But
if one were to open the shell prematurely, that is
before the birth-process is complete, one would find
the flesh indeed, but it will not contain the object of
one’s quest. The pearl, it seems, is like a stone
produced by petrifaction, and it is not its nature to
contain or to admit even a drop of moisture. Inthe
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ON ANIMALS, X. 13-14

opinion of those who trade in pearls and those who
puy them pearls that are pure white and large are
the most beautiful and the most highly esteemed,
and I can avow that many of those who make a
livelihood by them have become wealthy. And 1
ain also well aware that when these stones have been
extracted and the shellfish have been released after
giving up the aforesaid coveted object as ransom for
their lives, they have gradually produced another
one. If however the animal that fosters the pearl
dies before the pearl is extracted, as is sometimes
reported, both pearl and flesh rot away and perish.
Tt has a naturally smooth and well-rounded contour,
but if a man should want by artificial means to make
yound and smooth some stone not naturally so, the
pearl confounds his design, for it declines to yield
and develops roughnesses, thereby denouncing the
plot that has been laid to secure its beauty.

14. The Egyptians appear to regard the Hawk as The Hawk

sacred to Apollo, calling the god ‘ Horus’ in their
own language, and they regard the Dbirds with
wonder and are right in saying that they belong to
the aforesaid god. For Hawks are the only birds
that can face with ease and without pain the rays of
the sun and are not the least dazzled; and while
they fly at an immense height the divine fire does’
not trouble them at all. Moreover observers say
that the Hawk flies upside down, like a man swim-
ming on his back, and in this way, you see, it looks

6 gei év rals. - 7 BAémovres.
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ON ANIMALS, X. 14-15

at the sky and the all-surveying sun with complete
freedom and without flinching. It is the bitter
enemy of snakes and venomous creatures. At any
rate no snake, no scorpion, nor indeed any other
product of noxious matter would escape its notice.
Truits and seeds it will not touch; it delights to feed
on flesh and drinks blood, and on these it feeds its
young; itis also passionate in lechery. If the bone
from its tibia is put beside gold it attracts and draws
it to itself by some inexplicable fascination, persuad-
ing it to follow even as, they say, the stone of
Heraclea @ somehow bewitches iron.  The Egyptians
assert that the Hawk’s life extends to as much as
five hundred years, and they do not convince me: I
merely report what I have heard. Homer, they say,
seems to hint that the Hawk is beloved of the child
of Zeus and Leto (i.e. Apollo) when he says [
15. 237]

¢ And down the hills of Ida he went, like unto a

swift hawk, the slayer of doves.’

15. The Scarab is a creature of which there is no The Scarab

female, but it pours its semen into the heap ¥ which -
it rolls up. After doing this and keeping the heap

warm for eight-and-twenty days, on the following

day it brings forth its young. Among the Egyptians

the fighting class wore a Scarab engraved on their

finger-rings, their ruler intimating thereby that those

who fight for their country must at all costs and in

every way be men, because the Scarab has in it

nothing of the feminine element.

o The magnet. v Of dung.
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ON ANIMALS, X. 16

16. The Pig in sheer gluttony does not spare even %he I;ig in
2D

its own young; moreover if it comes across a man’s

" body it does not refrain from eating it. Thatis why

the Egyptians detest the animal as polluted and
omnivorous. And sober men are accustomed to
prefer those animals which are of a_gentler nature
and have some sense of restraint and reverence. At
any rate the Egyptians actually worship Storks,
because they tend and respect their parents in old
age; and these same Egyptians pay honour to
vulpansers and hoopoes, because the former are fond
of their offspring, and the latter show reverence to
their parents. And 1 learn that Manetho the
Egyptian, a man who attained the very summit of
knowledge, says that one who has tasted of sow’s
milk becomes covered with leprosy and scaly
eruptions. And all the peoples of Asia loathe these
diseases. And the Egyptians are convinced that
the Sow is an abomination to the sun and the moon.
Accordingly when they hold the festival of the moon
they sacrifice Pigs to her once a year, but at no other
seasons are they willing to sacrifice them either to
her or to any other god. But the Athenians sacrifice
Sows at the Mysteries and very properly, for they

ruin the crops and frequently by trampling upon the

new ears of corn break some before they are ripe
and uproot others. But Eudoxus asserts that the
Egyptians refrain from sacrificing Sows, because
when the corn has been sown they drive in herds of
them, and they tread and press the seed into the soil
when moist so that it may remain fertile and not be
consumed by the birds.

5 kevobat. § grarobaL Tovs TUPOYS.
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ON ANIMALS, X. 17-19

17. Elephants when withdrawn from the country The
to which they are accustomed, though tamed at first foeradits o
by captivity and hunger and after that by food and
a varied diet, nevertheless do not erase from their
memory the spell of the country that fostered them.

At any rate the majority die of grief, and some have
actually lost their sight through the floods of tears
past measuring which they have shed. And they
are brought on board ships by means of a bridge on
either side of which boughs fresh and in full leaf
have been fixed, together with other greenery that
extends the whole length in order to deceive the
beasts. TFor if the Flephants see these things they
imagine that they are still walking on firm ground,
and this verdure does not allow the sea to be visible.
But the water close to the shore from which they must
sail is shallow and not deep, and the cargo-vessels
sre some distance out. That is why there is need
of the bridge and the device of a ruse contrived with

the boughs and greenery aforesaid.

18. I have heard that the Ram during the six The Ram
months of winter lies down upon its left side, and
sleeps so whenever sleep overtakes and constrains it.
But after the spring equinox it rests in the reverse
position and lies upon its right side. So at each
equinox the Ram changes its way of lying down.

19. The inhabitants of Syene regard the Phagrus ¢ '511;3 E’hheagrus
as sacred, and those who dwell in Elephantine, as it Maeotes

s Thompson (GF. fishes, p. 274) points out that ¢dypos here
cannot be the Sea-bream of 9. 7 (i)-

4 péy Alyvmriow.
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ON ANIMALS, X. 19-21

is called, the Maeotes. (This also is a species of
fish.) And the reverence which both peoples pay
to either kind has its origin in this: when the Nile
is about to rise and overflow, these fish come swim-
ming in advance, as though heralding the coming
water, and gladden the anxious hearts of the
Egyptians with fair hopes, being the first to realise
the advent of the flood and foretelling it by some
marvellous natural faculty. Moreover the aforesaid
peoples are accustomed to add, concerning their
respect for the fish, that they never eat one another.

90. It seems that there are other Shellfish besides Ahgfgs

in the Red Sea, whose shells are not smooth but have
certain grooves and hollows in them.¢ These shells
have sharp lips, and when they close they fit into one
another, as they make the points interlock, so that
it seems as if the teeth of two saws came together.
And so if they catch any fisherman swimming and
bite any part of him they cut it off, even though
there be a bone within the bitten part; more than
that, if they bite at a joint, they cut it off at once;
nor is that to be wondered at, for their bite is ex-

ceedingly sharp.

Ly 4 vy g
amEKOPaY, Kal €LKOTWS® f o & \
Sﬁwcf T §T TOp@TATOV yaAp €oTL TO 91. In Egypt there are some, like the people of The
. . {3
Ombos, who venerate Crocodiles, and just as we O e and
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regard the Olympian gods with awe, so do they f;glg;“m-

these animals. And when, as often happens, their
children are carried off by them, the people are
overjoyed, while the mothers of the unfortunates

o Ael. is describing the Tridacna gigas or its kin; see
Thompson, Gk. fishes, 8.7. xéyx.
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ON ANIMALS, X. 21

are glad and go about in pride at having, I suppose,
borne food and a meal for a god. But the people of
Apollinopolis, a district of Tentyra, net the Croco-
diles, hang them up on persea-trees (these are
indigenous), flog them severely, mangling them
with all the blows in the world, while the creatures
whimoper and shed tears; finally they cut them up
and eat them.

The Crocodile, it seems, is pregnant for sixty days,
and produces sixty eggs which it broods for as many
days: it has that number of vertebrae in its spine,
and they say that sixty sinews girdle its body, and
it bears young ones the same number of times, and
it lives for sixty years (I am reporting what the
people of Egypt say and believe); one may reckon
the teeth of this creature as sixty in number; during
sixty days of every year it remains quiet in its lair
and abstains from food. The Crocodiles are accus-
tomed to the people of Ombos, and those that are
kept in the lakes made by the aforesaid people are
obedient to their summons. And the people bring
them the heads of the animals which they sacrifice—
they themselves will never touch that part—and
throw them in, and the Crocodiles come leaping
round them. The inhabitants of Apollinopolis, on
the contrary, detest the Crocodile, for they say that
this was the shape assumed by Typho. Others
however say that this is not the reason, but that a
Crocodile carried off the daughter of King Psam-
myntus,* a supremely good and righteous man, and.
therefore in memory of that disaster even posterity

abhors the whole race of Crocodiles.

o Psammenitus (if this is the King to whom A. isreferring)
was King of Egypt for six months in 526 B.C.
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99. The Vaccaei® (they are a western people) The Vulture

insult the corpses of such as die from disease as
having died a cowardly and effeminate death, and
dispose of them by burning; whereas those who
laid down their lives in war they regard as noble,
heroic, and full of valour, and them they cast to the
Vultures, believing this bird to be sacred. And
when Romulus on the Palatine Hill, divining by the
flight of twelve Vultures, had received a favourable
augury, following the number of the birds he decreed
that the rulers of Rome should be preceded by a
number of rods? equal to that of the birds seen on
that occasion. And the Egyptians believe that the
Vulture is sacred to Hera, and deck the head of Isis
with Vultures’ feathers, and on the roofs of the
entrances to their temples they carve the wings of
Vultures in relief.

I have earlier on said much concerning this bird,
but not to the same effect.

23. At Coptos in Egypt the natives pay homage
to Isis in a variety of rituals but especially in the
service and ministry rendered by women who are
mourning either a husband or a son or a brother:
And at Coptos there are scorpions of immense sizey,
possessing very sharp stings, and most dangerous in
their attack (for when they strike they kill instantly),
and the Egyptians contrive innumerable devices for
self-protection. But although the women in mourn-
ing at the temple of the goddess sleep on the floor,

o Tf Baxxaior is correctly rendered ¢ Vaccaei,’” they were a
tribe in the NW of Spain.

© Lat. fasces, a bundle consisting of rods and an axe, carried
by the Lictors.
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go about with bare feet, and all but tread on the

aforesaid scorpions, yet they remain unharmed.
And these same people of Coptos worship and deify
the female gazelle, though they sacrifice the male.
They say that the females are the pets of Isis.

94. The Crocodile (I may say that I have learned The

Crocodile

these facts in addition to what has already been
recounted of this animal) is naturally timid, of an
evil disposition, and thoroughly villainous. It is
alert to seize and plan against its victims, but it
dreads all noises and is afraid even of loud shouts of
men and has a violent fear of those who boldly
attack it. Now the people of Egypt called Ten-
tyrites know the best way to master the beast: the
most effective way of wounding it is to strike it in the
eyes or the armpits and even in the belly. Its back
however, and its tail are impenetrable, for it is,
fortified and, so to say, armed with scaly plates
which resemble hard earthenware or shells. Now the
aforesaid people are so assiduous in pursuit of these
creatures that the river in their district is left in
profound peace by the Crocodiles. So there they
make bold to swim and sport in their swimming.

killed at
Tentyra

Whereas among the people of Ombos or Coptos or worshipped

Arsinoe it is not easy even to wash one’s feet nor
can one draw water in security ; Why, one cannot
even walk along the river banks freely and off one’s
guard. But the people of Tentyra worship Hawks.
For that reason those who live in Coptos, wishing to
annoy the T entyrites as enemies of the Crocodiles,
often crucify Hawks. The Crocodile the people of
Coptos liken to water, that is why they worship it;

v 8 Ges: "OuBpots.
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whereas the Tentyrites liken the Hawk to fire, hence

their adoration. And they adduce as evidence . . .2

maintaining that fre and water cannot mingle.
Such are the marvellous tales told by the Egyp-

tians.

95. After traversing the Egyptian oasis one is Th
Dog-faces

confronted for seven whole days with utter desert.
Beyond this live the human Dog-faces? along the road
that leads to Ethiopia. Itseems that these creatures
live by hunting gazelles and antelopes; further,
they are black in appearance, and they have the
head and teeth of a dog. And since they resemble
this animal, it is very natural that I should mention
them here. They are however not endowed with
speech, but utter a shrill squeal. Beneath their
chin hangs down a beard; we may compare it with
the beards of dragons,® and strong and very sharp
nails give an edge to their hands. Their whole body.
is covered with hair—another respect in which they
resemble dogs. They are very swift of foot and
know the regions that are inaccessible : that is why
they appear so hard to capture.

96. The neck of a Wolf is short and compressed ; The Wolt

the animal is thus incapable of turning but always
looks straight ahead. And if it wants to look back
at any time, it turns its whole body. It has the

o The sense required to complete the last clause appears to
be ¢ They account for theix hostility by pointing out that, etc.

® Gossen (§ 238) regards the Kuvompbowmos as the © Mandrill,”
a kind of baboon, native of W Africe.

¢ The Spdiwy in Nic. Th. 438 ff. is a large snake.

5 Jdara. 8 (es: évradla.
-
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ON ANIMALS, X. 27-28

and this, they say, is the reason: they believe that
cows are related to this goddess, because the cow
feels a strong incitement to love and is more passion-
ate than the bull.. At any rate at the sound of his
bellow the cow becomes excited and inflamed with

" a burning desire to couple. And those who are

expert in these matters maintain that a cow hears a
bull as much as thirty stades * away when it is bellow-
ing as a signal to love and mate. And in Egypt
sculptors and painters represent Isis herself with the
horns of a cow.

98. The people of Busiris and of Abydos in Egypt The Ass and

and of Lycopolis dislike the blare of a trumpet on jope hated
the ground that it resembles the braying of an Ass. in Egypt
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And those who attend to the cult of Serapis also
hate the Ass. Now Ochus the Persian® knowing
this slew Apis and deified the Ass from a wish to pain
the Egyptians to the utmost. And so he too paid
a penalty, which all applaunded, to the Sacred Bull,
no less than Cambyses ¢ who was the first that dared
commit this sacrilege. And the same ministers of
the aforesaid Zeus (i.e. Serapis) detest the antelope
as well, and for this reason: the Egyptians maintain
that it voids its excrement after turning its back
towards the rising sun. And the - followers of
Pythagoras also say this touching the Ass, that it
alone among animals was not born in tune, and

a Qver 3 miles.

® The name of Artaxerxes IIL before he became King of
Persia, 359 B.c. He conquered Egypt and in 338 was poisoned
by Bagoas.

¢ Cambyses, King of Persia, outraged the Egyptians by his
cruelty and his insults to their religion. He died from a wound.
caused by his, own sword; cp. Hdt. 3. 64.
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that this accounts for its being completely deaf to
the sound of the lyre. Some moreover say that it
was beloved of Typho. And in addition to the
foregoing charges they would blame the Ass for this
also: fertility in all kinds is respected, but this
animal is by nature opposed to it. At any rate it is
not easy to recall any account of a she-ass giving
birth to twins.

99. Here is another peculiarity of the Ibis which I The Ibis
have learnt from Egyptian narratives. When it

buries its neck and head beneath its breast-feathers,
it imitates the shape of the heart. Of its special
hostility to creatures injurious to man and to crops
I think T have already spoken earlier on.® The birds
couple with their mouth and beget offspring in that
way. And the Egyptians say, though I for one am
not easily persuaded, yet they say that those who
see to the embalming of animals and who are experts
at it, agree that the entrails of the Ibis measure
ninety-six cubits. 1 have heard further that its
stride when walking measures a cubit. And when
the moon is in eclipse it closes its eyes until the god-
dess shines out again. It is said to be beloved of
Hermes the father of speech because its appearance
resembles the nature of speech: thus, the black
wing-feathers might be compared to speech sup-
pressed and turned inwards, the white to speech
brought out, now audible, the servant and the
messenger of what is within, so to say. Now I have
already mentioned that the bird lives to a very great
age. And Apion states that it is immortal and
adduces the priests. of Hermopolis as witnesses to

. @ See 1. 38 (iv); 2. 38.
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30. It occurs to me now to mention the following The Baboon
additional facts relating to Baboons. If a Baboon
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Méyovor 8¢ adrjy éml SnMioer 1év dvbpdmewr kal
BAdBn pny divar: exeivo 3¢ Teparedovrar, deideobou
,L:,e‘v aﬁm:yv 'T(DV, o:uyaﬁc?)v, Tovs 8¢ doefobvras
amoxTivivar. €l 8¢ Tadl ovrws éyer, ToD mavTds
év 7 Alkn Typrfoarro Tide ™ donlda, Tyuwpodoay
av7]] Kkal opdoav éfUraTa. ol 3¢ émAéyovow Ot
79 “lows 7ols Ta péyora mhnpuedicacw émméume
o’tﬁq;'rfv. Adyovar 8¢ adriy Alydmrior udvny domidwy
afavaroy elvar, éxraidexa yévm kal Siadopdryras
ToB0e 100 {chov raradéyovres. &v Te Tols iepois,
as oty adrol daot, kal’ éxdoryy ywviay
Oaddpas Twas kal onrddes vmodpouds éfoi-
kodopodvres elra pévror Beppovbes éodhrilov,
oTéap pdoyewov Bopay maparifévres éx SraoTiud-
Twv, :

32. "Axavfov 7Tov Sprw éx TV Tpedovodv
axavf@v. dafetv 76 Svopa of godol T Spvibeuwy
daoi.. POéyyerar 8¢ dpa uperds ® kal efuovooy 3
dewds. Ayer 8¢ Apwororélns, édv. Tobde Tod
drxdvlov  kal pévror (kai) * Tol  Kalovuévou
aZ)(L'Gov 5, 70 alpa és TadTOV dyyeidv Tis ‘dvouiy
kai Kepdoai Behjoy, 7o 8¢ pn cumévar und’
évobobar és plav kpdow. iepdv e elvar Tov dravbov
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1 Loi> add. H. 2 Jac i éxpelés.
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ON ANIMALS, X. 31-32

31. They say that the asp to which the Egyptians The ‘ Ther-

muthis ' asp

have given the name Thermuthis is sacred, and the
people of the country worship it, and bind it, as
though it was a royal headdress, about the statues of
Isis. And they deny that it was born to destroy or
injure man, but when they maintain that it does not
touch virtuous people but kills evildoers they are
romancing. If however this is so, then Justice
would value this asp beyond all things, for taking
vengeance on her behalf and for its piercing sight.
Others add that Isis sends it against the worst trans-
gressors. And the Egyptians assert that the Ther-
muthis alone among asps is immortal, and they
reckon sixteen different species and varieties. And
in their temples, as they say, they build dens and
burrows like shrines in every corner and make

homes for the Thermuthes, and at intervals they

provide them with calves’ fat to eat.

32. Those who know about birds say that the bird The Linnet

Acanthus ¢ derives its name from the acanthus
which provides it with food. And its voice is
wonderfully harmonious and tuneful. And Aristotle
says [H4 610 a 6] that if one pours the blood of the
Acanthus and of the Aegithus, as it is called, into
the same vessel and wants to mix them, the two
kinds will not mix and unite into a single compound.
They say that the Acanthus is sacred to the gods
who escort and conduct men on a journey.

« Linnet or perhaps Siskin; identical with the Acanthis of

Arist. HA le.; and Aegithus has been taken to mean the
same, though ° Blue Tit ’ is more probable. .

4 Cwaly add. H.

3 (es: duovaov.
5 (es: alyfddov.
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¢ The Ring-dove is so deseribed in 3. 44.
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ON ANIMALS, X. 33-34

33. I have stated earlier on that the Turtle-dove The Turtte-

is continent ® and does not, from a desire for some
strange and alien bed, consort with any other mate
than the one it originally joined. And I learn from
those who enquire minutely into such matters that
white Turtle-doves are often to be seen. These,
they say, are sacred to Aphrodite and Demeter,
while the other kind is sacred to the Fates and the
Erinyes.

34. Even white Swallows have been seen at times,
according to Alexander of Myndus. A Swallow
made its nest in the tent of Alexander the son
of Pyrrhus? and then indicated that, whatever
the somewhat discreditable expedition on which he
was setting out, it would be ineffectual. And <a
Swallow) which made its nest (in the tent) of Anti-
ochus ¢ hinted obscurely at the future in store for
him. For he went up against the Medes and never
returned to Syria but threw himself over a precipice.
He too therefore embarked on no prosperous affair.
And when Dionysius ¢ first left his citadel, the
Swallows which had their nests there withdrew at the
same time and foretold his return. The Swallow is
held sacred to the Gods of the Household and to
Aphrodite, for she also is one of them.

b Alexander II became King of Epirus, 272 B.0.; he expelled
Antigonus Gonatas from Macedonia, but was in turn expelled
from Macedonia and Epirus by the son of Antigonus.

¢ Antiochus VII, King of Syria, defeated by the Parthians
(rovs M#dovs), 128 B.C.

4 Dionysius the elder, tyrant of Syracuse, who lived ¢. 430-
367 B.0.; he made Ortygia into a fortress where he took refuge
during a revolt which he subsequently quelled.
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8 7 (sc. Apollo) Oud, cp. 10. 14, 49; 11. 10.
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ON ANIMALS, X. 35-37

. When Partrid itti their they Th
35 n Partridges are sitting on their eggs they Tre idgo

screen them with branches and other thick leafage
in order to keep out the dews and showers and every
kind of damp. For if their eggs get soaked, unless
the mother bird is quickly on the spot to warm them
again, they become sterile. Partridges lay as many
as fifteen eggs at a sitting. Theophrastus says
somewhere[ fr. 182] that a double heart is to be seen
in the Partridges of Paphlagonia. Other sources
tells us that the Partridge is the darling of the
daughter of Zeus and Leto.*

36. I have indeed spoken earlier on about Swans, The Swan

but I shall now relate what I did not mention then.
Aristotle says [Hd 615 b 4] that a flock of Swans was
once seen in the Libyan Sea, and that a melody was
heard proceeding from them as from a choir singing
in unison; and very sweet it was, although mournful
and calculated to move the hearers to pity. And
some of the birds, he says, when the music was
ended were seen to have died. It seems that the
Swan is devoted to springs and pools and meres and
to all spots where waters meet and abound. At any-
rate that is where those learned in these things say
that the bird meditates its musiec. .

37. If an Owl accompanies and stays beside a man The Owl,

who has set out on some business, they say it is no
good omen. Witness the case of Pyrrhus of Epirus
who set out for Argos by night: this bird met him

¢ Artemis.

7 énipporat. 8 8¢ ral éxetvo fv.
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