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PREFACE TO VOLUME V1

Tuis seventh volume is in a sense a continuation of
the sixth, in that both belong to the second inain
division of Phile’s work, the Exposition of the Laws.
But the contents differ so essentially from the bio-
graphical treatives, contained in the last volume,
that it seemed advisable to add a General Introdue-
tion, which wiil apply not only o the seventh, but
also to a large part of the matter which has to be
relegated to the eighth.

The only other thing I need say here is that I
wish to acknowledge my debt to the German
translators, particularly to the great Philenie scholar,
I, Heinemann, whose version of three out of these
four freatises and still more the notes appended
to them have given me valuable help. T have not
always felt able to aceept his conclusions and differ
from him oceasionally as to the meaning of particglar
sentences and phrases. But I have generally, if not
always, recorded these cases, so that scholars will
be able to judge between us. IHis more recent work
Philons griechische und jidische Bildung® has also

@ Referred to in the notes as Bildung,



PREFACE

proved very useful. I will also note Prof. E. R,
Goodenough’s Jewish Jurisprudence in KEgypt, and
if 1 seem to mention it to express disagreement
more often than agreement, this does not detract
from what I owe to his fresh and illuminating way
of treating the many problems which these treat-

ises suggest,
. H.C,

Casmprinor, January 1937,



GENERAL INTRODUCTION

FHE last volume carried us through the introductory
part of the Exposition of the Laws, namely that in
which Philo set before his readers the picture of
Moses and his predecessors as living embediments of
the laws. In this volume we pass on to the laws them-
selves. Inevitably he begins with the Ten Com-
mandments, which being given directly by God him-
self are to be regarded as the general heads under
which the specific enactments given through Moses
are to be grouped. While he practically accepts our
division of the Ten inte duty towards God and duty
towards our neighbour, he does not divide them into
four and six, but, led perhaps by his love of namerical
symmetry, into two sets of five, the place of the Fifth
in the first group being tustified bz; the close analogy
of parenthood to the creative work of God.

The first of the four treatises in this volume, the De
Decalogo, apart from seme preliminary considerations
about the theophany on Sinai and a short sketch at
the end of the system to be foliowed in the subsequent
treatises, deals with the Ten in their literal meaning.
He now passes on to the Special Laws, In ali four
books the treatment of each commandment begins
with a dissertation on the commandment itself in its
litera} sense, similar to, though fuller than, that in the
De Decalogo, and then proceeds te a discussion of the

ix



GENERAL INTRODUCTION

particular enactments which he thinks may be set
under it. 'Fhus in Book I, which takes the First and
Second Commandments, this preliminary dissertation
is followed by an account of the regulations about the
priests, the sacrifices of various kinds and as appointed
for the various feasts and the moral condition required
of the sacrificers.  As all these are concerned with the
right method of worshipping God he considers that
they are bound up in the commandment “ Thou shalt
have none other God but me.”

The second Book covers al! laws which can be
assigned to the next three Commandments. Under
the Third come ali regulations about eaths and vows ;
under the Fourth a very wide assortment of subjects.
Philo has to some extent already dealt with the other
holydays besides the Sabbath, when he enumerated
the sacrifices offered at each, but he now returns to
them, not so much as we might expect because the
Sabbath is only the chief holyday, but because seven
is a sacred number and the feasts are either for seven
days or for one which is mystically identified with
seven. On the same principle the sabbatical year
and the year of Jubile, though social rather than
religious ordinances, arc here included. TUnder the
Fifth, which is briefly treated, we have apart from the
duties of parents and children to each other little
more than the duty of paying respect to age in

eneral.

-Book Iil carries on with the Sixth and Seventh
Commandments. Jt discusses many enactments
which deal with sexual irregularitics and crimes of
violence. In Book IV regulations dealing with
varjous forms of dishonesty come under the Eighth
Commandment, and minor regulations as to witnesses
X



GENERAL INTRODUCTION

and just judgement nnder the Ninth. In dealing
with the Tenth, Phile, taking ofx ériffowioas
to apply to desire in general, reads into it the duty
of controliing the appetites and thus finds an oppor-
tunity for discussing the Pentateuchal food laws,
At this point (iv. 182)¢ he recognizes that there are
various precepts and enactments which cannot
properly be assigned to any of the Ten but are implied
by them all, and in consequence we have here what
seems practically a new scheme. The laws in the
succeeding partof the Fxposition are classified aceord-
ing to the virtues, justice, courage, humanity, ete,,
which they may severally be said to promote. The
last part of Book IV discusses justice in this sense and
is followed by a treatise or rather a set of minor
treatises bearing the title De Virtutibus and this again
is supplemented by another (De Praemiis), well de-
seribed as an epilogue, on rewards and penalties there
iaid down, with another perhaps entirely separate on
blessings and cursings. As all these belong to the
rext volume I need not say more about them here.
1t seems to me that on the whole Philo reports with
fairness and accuracy the laws which he discusses.
They are only a selection and it is not, I think, possible
to find any prineiple on which the selection is based.
There is, of course, a great amount of interpretation
and justification and in this it will be found that he is
influenced by Greek and Roman Law in the same
way that he is influenced by Greek Philosephy in the
Commentary. In the same way but not to the same
extent; for though he was well read in Demosthenes

# In fact if it were not for Jong established tradition the
natural arrangement would be to end Book IV here and
Join the rest of the hook with the De Virtutibus.

xi



GENERAL INTRODUCTION

and very probably had a fair knowledge of Attic Law
in general, he was not a jurist in the samesense that
he was a philosopher. In his statements of the laws
themselves there are several eases where either the
whole law or some detail in it has no direct seriptaral
warrant, but many, if not most, of these are reason-
able deductions from what is to be found in Scripture ¢
and indeed he says this himself of some of these
deductions.? Sometimes a seriptural law is applied to
contemporary circumstances,® sometimes a hon-scrip-
tural detail is derived from contemporary practice or
his own observation,? sometimes perhaps he has mis-
interpreted his text,” and sometimes his memory has
gone astray,’ but these last are quite exceptional
In the first section of the De Decalogo Philo
promises that if any allegorical meaning should

8 g i 285, i, 128, 252, iii. 684, 147 £.
b {.e. with the phrase " Moses forbade from afar™ (wdp-

pifer).  See note on ii. 63, ¢ ii. 82, iii. T2,
4 ¢.g. much of what he says of the temple, 1. 71 ff,, 166,
i, 175. = jil, 86, 140, 150, 7 1. %2, jii. 82, 205,

¢ Here may be mentioned Prof. Goodenough's thesis elab-
orated in his Jewish Jurisprudence in Egypt, He believes that
“the laws as exponnded by Philo are the law of the Jewish
courts in Alexandria’ and “that what Phile is doing threugh-
cut is to rephrase the prescriptions of the Terah, reinterpret
them, or even alter them or deny them in a literal sense
altogether, so thatin the end Jewishlaw resembles nowa law of
Rome, now one of Greece, or again one of the few laws we still
have from Alexandria ” (pp. I8, 14). He sustains thiz view
with a wealith of references to, and citations from, a number
of modern as well as ancient authorities, with whieh I am not
really competeat to cope.  Aad, when I say that he does not
seem to me fo prove his point, I do not wish to spesk
dogmatically. My main criticisms may be puot as follows:
First, it does not seem to me that we know enough either of
the limits of jurisdiction allowed to the Jews in Alexandria,
or how they administered what they had, fo determine

p.4H



GENERAL INTRODUCTION

appear to underlie the laws he discusses he will not
faii to stateit, The promise is only partially fultilled.
As a matter of fact allegory is almest entirely absent
from the De Dec.? itself and only appears sccasionally
in the civil or social laws of the Spec. Legb thougl
many of these have been allegorized at fength in the
Commentary.® Here agaln I cannot see any clear
principle on which some particular laws are chosen
for such treatment. On the other hand, when he is
dealing with the sacrifices in Beok I and the feasts
in Book IF allegory or rather symbolism is almost
nniversal. Naturaliy enongh. For both sacrifices and
feasts have little reeaning for him except the spiritual,

whether, when Philo departs from the substance of the Terah,
he is adjusting it to what was administered or to what he
himself thought reasonahile. Secondly, that Prof. Good-
enoigh much exaggerates, if not the “rephrasing and re-
interpretation,”” at any rate the ** alterations and deniels.”
So that efter reading and re-reading the book and with fu}l
acknowledgement of the useful and illaminating remarks in
which it abounds, I adhere to my view that, with the reserva-~
tions mentioned above, Philo gives a fair and accurate account
of the laws which he discusses. * See, however, § 49,

s S;p. Leg. 1. 84, 327 ff, ii. 28 f., iii. 178 £,

* Twe noteble examples are Deut. xxi, 19-21, the stonin
of the disobedient son, the allegorical sermon on whic
occupies s large part of De Kbr,, and b, 15-17, the right of
the firstborn son of the discarded wife, which is the fext for
the long ajiegory in De Suc. 19 ., and again in De Sob, 21,
These two are treated literally without any hint of allegory
in Sp. Leg. ii. 232 f. and 185 f. respectively. Still more
remarkable is Philo’s treatiment of Deut. xx. 3-7{exeniption
of the newiy-married ete, from militery service}, In De Jgr,
148 an allegory is suggested on the grounds thai the
sense of the exemption taken literally is st jeast doubtful
(157}, In De Vire, 27 fL. 1t is extolled as 2 wise measure.
similar incongistency in dealing with ** tiil the death of the
high priest” (Num. xxxv, 28} is pointed out in the note
to 8p, Leg. iii. 131 {App. p. 638}

xif



GENERAL INTRQDUCTION

What iz the purpese of the Exposition ¢ [ think it
is best expressed in the words of De Fita Mosis 1i. 44,
where he says that if the Jewish people prospered
better each nation would abanden its ancestral cus-
toms and turn to honouring their laws alane and that
these would darken the light of the others as the risen
sun darkens the stars. That is to say, by this exposi-
tion he wishes to show the world at jarge how admir-
ablie is the Pentateuchal code, and if this is so, the
natural answer to the questien for whom was the
ELxposition written will be, primarily at any rate, for
Gentiles. In the introduetion to the preceding
volume I noted characteristies in the treatises on
Abraham and Joseph which pointed that way, and
nething in this velume seems to me to imply the
contrary,® while in his insistence on the duty of
honouring and welcoming proselytes and on the uni-
versal priesthood of the Jewis]?l’ race we may see
positive signs of a desire to interest and coneiliate
Gentile readers. It is true that the epilogue, the De
Praemiis, seems to be addressed mainly to the Jews,
but if we expand * primarily for Gentiles ” by the
additien * and alse for Jews though not of the type
which delighted in the tertuous meditations of the
Commentary,” it will probably satisfy the facts, It
is quite in accordance with Philo’s perpetually shifting
mentality that he should have at one moment the
first, at another the second class of readers in view,

The impression which the Exposition leaves is by
no means uniform. We may naturally be revolted
by the feroeity with which he supports the severer

o | agree with Goodenough { Harverd Theological Review,
Apr. 1933, pp. 110#1) against Massebieau that such phrasesas
“ Our Nation ™ {Dg Dge. 1) have no bearing on the question.
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GENERAL INTRODUCTION

sentences of the Pentatench and sometimes goes
beyond it. On the other hand we may well admire
the fine liberal spirit shown in the emphasis which he
lays on the humaner side of the code and in his con-
stant plea for kindness to the poor, the helpless and
the stranger. And the spiritwality with which he
interprets the baldness of tﬁe Levitical ritual, fanciful
though it be, does something to iliuminate what is the
least readable and the least read part of the Old
Testament.

Nore on e Texr

While the ws, authority for De Dee. and 8p. Leg.
jii. is fairly plentiful, something has to be saitf’ about
the other two treatises in this velume. The some-
what meagre evidence for the text of Sp. Leg. i. has
received in recent years an important addition by the
discovery of & palimpsest which Cohn ealls B¢ The
Philo text of this is said to date probably from the
Oth century. At a later time there were written
across it some commentaries on Aristotle, which
sometimes make the original hand hard fo read ; so

* R as we have it contzins alse De Vita Mosis ii. from
§ 71-end and the whole of De Dec. But as it only came to
Cohn’s knowledge between the publication in 1902 of his
vol. iv (which includes these two treatises), and the publica-
tion of vol. v in 1806, while it is regularly cited in the App.
Crit. to Sp. Leg. 1. and ii, it is not so with the App. of the
two earlier treatises. In his account of the manuscript in
Sitzungaberichie der kin, preuss. Ak, der Wissenschaften, 1905,
pp. 36 I, he eites somne of its readings in De Dee. with approval,
most of whick I have mentioned in my textnsi notes, but
considers it to be of much less value in that treatise, and still
more in De Vit. Mos.,than in Sp. Leg. Some words, however,
sug%est that he did not give it the same careful serutiny in the
rooks which he had already edited as in those which he
had still to pubiish,

Xv



GENERAL INTRODUCTION

that “ R, ut videtur *' occasionally appears in Coha’s
App. Crit.  He regards it as of special value, though
unfortunately it comes to an end at ii. 5.9

The state of the text in Book I¥ is a more compli-
cated matter, and though some of the information
here given wili be found in the notes, it may be well
to supply it more fully here,

The Editio Princeps of Philo contained merely the
part dealing with the Third Commandment (§§ 1-38).
The Fourth Commandment down to § 214 was added
by Hoeschel i 1614, But Hoeschel had mss. of Philo
to hand only for the first part of this, namely down to
the end of § 123,  From this point he relied on Mss. of
Nicetas Serranus, Archbishop of Heraclea,? which
in the absence of any codex of Philo himself he
believed to be the genuine text. These, however, did
not include the sections on the law of inheritance
{88 124-18G), nor the conclusion of the Fourth Com-
mandment {the Basket Rite) (§§ 215-228), while the
Fifth Commandment section and the concluding re-
marks were absent altogether.®

In the parts which they cover the excerpis supply
a considerably abridged ¢ version, with a certain

¢ 1t should also be noted that §§ 177-1983 of Sp. Leg. i, were
absent from the mss. to which Mangey had sceess.  The result
is that in the marginal references in this edition to Mangey's
paging p. 240 is not followed by p. 241 till after nine pages
of my text instead of after the normal two.

b lyhavs no information as to his date. ¥ must apologize
for having called him Nicetes in Vol. iit. p. 511 and elsewhere.
¢ Nicetas's excerpts are part of & commentary on St. Luke,
this particular set being quoted on ch. xxi. 1** Now the feast
of unleavened bread drew nigh which is called the Passover.”

4 The extent of the abridging may be easily scen from the

marginal references to Mangey's pages. A rough caleuia-
tion will shew that something like half the full text has been

omitted in §§ 140-214.
®vi



GENERAL INTRODUCTION

smounnt of variation. Hoeschel’s text was adopted
by Mangey and contipued to be accepted tiil 1818,
when another manuseript {called M) came to light,
contaiuing the full text of the whole book.® 'The
total result is that for more than half of the book we
have ecither M alone or at the best M with Nicetas’s
abridgement,?

A few words must be added on the tiresome subject
of the traditional divisions, especially in Book I,
Here the ms. Headings at different points translated
as De Circumgcisione, De Monarchia, ete., are sensible
enough, if regarded as indicating the main divisions
of the book. But if tzken as introducing separate
treatises, as they are in Mangey's edition and Yonge's
translation, they are misleading in that they disguise
the fact that the whole book ¢ is a systematic dis-
sertation on the laws which fall under the two first
commandments. Unfortunately they are too often
used for reference in fairly recent works io be com-
pletely ignored.

In Book II the separation of the Third, Fourth and
Fifth Commandments is justifiable. But the divisions
of the Fourth, as they appear in the Mss., are quite
unnecessary. They are disregarded in Cobn's head-

& According to Cohn a complete edition of the book from
the mss. was first published by Tischendorf in 1868, Youge,
however, translated *the Basket™ and ** Honouring parents™
in 1838 from what he calls ** Schwichest’s edition.”

¥ M is cafled a corrupt manuseript by Cohn.  But judging
from the emendations recorded its text is far purer than that
of De Post. and De Sem. ii., where also we have to rely on a
single codex.

¢ With the exception of the first 11 sections on cirenmeision
which Phile does not claim tv eome under a particular com-
mandoent.
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GENERAL INTRODUCTION

ings of the pages and partially ® in his numeration of
chapters.

In Book III the headings and divisions need not
trouble us, though I have indicated them in the
textual notes. They are really quite useless, being
intreduced at haphazard and rarely applying to more
than a few sections of the matter they might be
expected to cover. Fortunately Mangey ignores them
in the heading of his pages and Cohn also, as well as
in his numeration of chapters, though both insert
them in the body of the text. It surely cannot be
supposed that they, or indeed any of these headings,
are due to Philo himself,

% See below

Conx's Nusmsnarron or Cuarrsas—The Special Laws L

The point at which each fresh numeration beging is in-
dicated in the notes, but bo facilitate reference a sumimary is
here appended.

Coun THis TRANSLATION
Da Cireumefalons |, . . ReIL I.-13,
Pe Monarchis . . B N 5.8 1IL.-X1,
Do Tetnplo and Do Sacerdoti. )
bas . . . . . T.XY, Xi1-XXVIL
{In Mangey called D Mon-
archia 1I.
Da Hscerdotam honoribus . 1,-VI, XEVIL XEXIL
De Vietimis . . . + L-XV. XXXIOL-XLVIL
3o Sacrificrntibus. . » L-XYIL ILVIL- DXL
Nuvmrrarion o Cusrrers—The Special Laws I,
Conx THIs TRANSLATION
The Third Commandment  L-1X. £-1X.
(Mo special heading)
De SBeptensrie . . . L-XXIV, XX XX
The Basket Rite ., L.V, XXXIV.-XXXVIL,
(No specls! headingy
De parentihus eclendis L.XI XXXVIIL-XLViES,

xvii
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INTRODUCTION TO DE DECALOGO

The first part of this treatise deals with some gues-
tions raised by the law-giving on 8inai. ¥irst, why was
it given in the desert? Four reasons are suggested :
(a) becauwse of the vanity and idolatry rampant in
cities (2-9), (b} because solitude prometes repentance
(10-18), (¢} because it was well that laws needed for
civie life should begin before the era of that life began
(14), {d) that the givine origin of the laws should be
attested by the miraculous supply of feod in the
barren wilderness (15-17). Secendly, ebserving that
the Commandments given by God Himself were ten,
we ask why that number, and the answer is given by
a disquisition on its perfection as a number (18-51).
Thirdly, what was the nature of the voice which
announced the commandments ?not God’s, for He
is net a man, but an invisible kind of speech created
for the occasion {32-85). Fourthly, why was the
singular number theu” used? (a) Because [it
emphasizes the value of the individual seul (86-38),
{b} the personal appeal better secures ebedience (59},
(¢} it is a lesson to the great not io despise the
humblest (40-44). This part concludes with some
words on the grandeur of the scene, particularly the
fire from which the voice issued (45-49).

-Coming to the Commandments thernselves, after
noting that they divide into two sets of five (50-51),

3



THE DECALOGUE

we pass to the First. Polytheism is denounced,
particularly as taking the form of worship given to
the elements or heavenly bodies (52-65). 'Worse than
this s the worship of jifeless images forbidden by
the Second Commandment. Its absurdity is exposed
(66-76) and with i the worse absurdity of Egyptian
animal-worship (77-81). The Third Commandment
is taken as forbidding principally perjury (82-91), but
also reckless swearing (02-05). The Fourth teaches
us to set apart a time for philosophy as opposed to
practical life (96-101}, and reasons are given for the
sanctity of seven and the seventh day in particular
{102-105). Fhe Tifth stands on the border-line,
because parenthood assimilates man to God and to
dishonour parents is to dishonomr God (106-11%).
Children owe all to their parents, and in the duty of
repaying kindness they may take a lesson from the
lower animals (112-120}.

The second set of five opens with the prohibition
of Adultery (121). Adultery is denounced as (a)
voluptucus (122}, (b} involving the sin of another
(123-124), {c) destructive of family ties (125-127),
{(d) cruel to the children {128-181). The second of
the set forbids murder as both unnatural and
sacrilegions, since man is the most sacred of God's
possessions (132-134). Stealing is forbidden by
the third, because theft on the smallest scale may
develop into wholesale robbery and usurpation
{185-187). The fourth forbids false witness, as
opposed in itself to truth and justice, and also in
law-courts causing judges to give wrong verdiets
and thus break their own oaths (138-141). The
last Commandment against '’ desire " gives Philo an
opportunity of discoursing in Steical terzos on the

4



THE DECALOGUE

four passions, pleasure, grief, fear, desire, of which
the last is the deadliest (142-153),

Sections 154-175 are really a rough synopsis of
Boeks 1L, HI., and IV. 1-131, shewing the nature of
the particalar laws which will be placed under each
commandment. And the concluding sections 176-178
justify the absence of any penalties attached to the
commandments on the grounds that God who is the
cause of good Jeaves the punishment for transgression
to his subordinates.

o



HEPI TON AEKA AOT'QON

O KEQPAAATA NOMGN EIZIN

(180) 1 Toue Biovs Tév xard Mwvoéa soddiv dvBpdiv,
ofls &pxn'ye"mg rod Rerépov Eﬁvovs' Kai vé}wvs
aypa¢ovg ai fepal BiPAot Sﬂhovmv, ev rals mpo~
Tépats o*vwafem iue,wqwxwg ;ca‘m 74 dxSrovba
f‘%s Téw avaypadirTwy vo,u.wv Tas Béas axptﬁwo‘w
und’, €€ nis Smodatvorro Tpémos dAAnyoplas, *:rov'rov
wapels fvexa s wpds {tavor.av t?«apaﬂaus éme~
oTvums, 1 wpd T@v éudavdy éfos a ddari {yrelv.
2 lipds 08 rovs dwepofvras, +{ 87 wove ok &
wddeaw adX’ év épjuw Pallele Tobs vépovs érife,
Aexréov mpdirov uéy, Omi ai woldai 7OV mwéAewy
(181} quvbiray xarxdv elow | peoral, xai Tdv mpos T6
ctov dvostovpynudrwy kai T@OV mpds dAAndovs

3 adumudTav. oldév vdp darv 8 i kerifidAcurar,
rd ymjoa 7@V vébwy mapermjiepotvTwy kal vdAndi
ThY elxoTwy, & $voe pdv xaréfevorar, milblavds

4 8’ dwrofdMet davracias mpds amdry, v méleow
obv xal & wdvrew émPBovddrares dverar ridos, dv
Twes Tellract xal wpogkwvotor Tas xevas 8éfas
cepvorotalvres Gta xpuodv oreddvav kai dlovp-

2 See General Introduction to Vol, VI. pp. ix. £,
b See General Introduction to this volame, p. xiil.
¢ Lit. * On account of studious knowledge tending to under-
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THE DECALOGUE

L. Having related in the preceding treatises the 1l
lives of those whom Moses judged to be men of
wisdom, who are set before us in the Sacred Books
as founders of our nation and in themselves unwritten
laws,® ¥ shall now proceed in due conrse to give full
descriptions of the writien laws. And if some alle-
gorical interpretation showld appear to underlie
them, T shall not fail to state it.* For knowledge
loves to learn and advance te full understanding ¢ and
its way is to seek the hidden meaning rather than
the ebvious. '

To the question why he promu%gated his laws in 2
the depths of the desert instead of in cities we may
answer in the first place that most cities are full of
countiess evils, both acts of impiety towards God
and wrongdoing between man and man. For every- 3
thing is debased, the genuine overpowered by the
spurious, the true by the specious, which is intrinsi-
cally false but creates impressions whose plansibitity
serves but te delude. So too in cities there arises 4
that most insidious of foes, Pride,? admired and
worshipped by some who add dignity to vain ideas ®
by means of gold crowns and purple robes and a
standing.” I cannot think that the text is right. For further

discussion and attempts to emend it see A?p. p. 604
¢ Or * vanity,” * Or * opinions.”
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THE DECALOGUE, 4-9

great establishment of servants and ears, on which
these so-called blizsful and happy peopie ride aleft,
drawn semetimes by mules and horses, sometimes
by men, who bear the heavy burden on their
shoulders, yet suffer in soul rather than in bedy
under the weight of extravagant arrogance, IL
Pride is also the creator of many other evils, 5
beastfulness, hauglitiness, inequality, and these are
the sources of wars, both civil and foreign, suffering
no place to remain in peace whether public or private,
whether on sea or on land. Yet why 6
dwell on offences between man and man f Pride alse
brings divine things into utter contempt, even though
they are supposed to receive the highest honours.
But what honour can there be if truth be not there
as well, truth honourable beoth in name and funetion,
just as falsehood is naturaily dishonourable ¥ This 7
contempt for things divine is manifest to these of
keener vision. For men have employed seulpture
and painting to fashion innumerable forms which they
have enclosed in shrines and temples and after build-
ing altars have assigned celestial and divine honours
to idols of stone and wood and suchlike images, all
of them lifeless things. Such persons are happily 8
compared in the sacred Seriptures te the children of
a harlot #; for as they in their ignorance of their one
natural father aseribe thelr paternity to all their
mether’s levers, so teo througheut the cities these
who do not know the true, the really existent God
have deified hosts of others whe are tilsely so called.
Then as some honour one, some another god, diver- 9

¢ See note on Spec. Leg. 1 332,

1 50 R: other mss. dvogtdrnros.



FHILO

roaga diydvore xai rds 7pos Ta dAAa mdvra
Swadopds éydvmoer. els & wplror dmdiw Ew
wédean' éfovAilin vopoleretr.

10 'Evevder 8¢ xaxeivo Sevrepov, o1t Toi péAovros
tepovs vdpovs mapadéyealar +iy Yuyny dvayraidy
domy dmopplhaclor xal énwabripachar vis | Svo-

[182] exmAdrovs wnAidas, ds pyddawv xai ocuyxAddwy
6’;{?&0: &vﬂpdmwv raTa wé?ter.g rpoceTpifato, TodT0

1t 8¢ duifyavor érédpws % Siovaafévr t;rvpr,ﬁnmr., Kar.
owc evﬁvs addd paxp®d xpo’vcu doTepor, éws dv

or.’ &y ap?{mam mapavopnudTay ew‘rqﬁ,?aywﬁ:ewes
TUmoL KaTS puKpov duavpotevor kal amoppéovres

12 dpavieBdon. Todroy 1'61: Tpdmoy .tcar'. of v r.a‘rpmﬁv
ayaﬁ’o; awCovm TOUS KAMPOPTOS OF Yap '?rpOTepov
t;rr.*rr.a xar. mota mapdyew aéwvm, frpiv % rd réw
voowyr airia Srefeddofar pevdvTar vip avadelets
ai rpodhai, dAAG xal émluot, GAar yivdperar Tod

13 wdfovs. HI. elwdrws odv E'K Ty }ca'r& wéhetg
B)mﬁepwm'rwv avmﬁeuuv els Epfuny amayaydv,
tva Kevwm] ras Yuyas adunudreay, npgcm*o wpog-
qSepew 'rcug amvow,r,g rpodds: abrar O€ rives dv
elev 10 pm vo,uoe ral ?toyoe Ocior;

. Tpirn B¢ em-w atrin 1’;.'8E‘ xa@m’rep of oTeA-
?top,e;fo; pccxpov wholv, ovy Orav fmeBdvres riis
vedrs ame z\a,uevos' efava’xﬂmw ci’pxowm KOO~
crxevagew r,cr'n.a Km wnﬁa)u.a Kai or.axas‘, aAx’ é"‘n
Hévovres émi vils €xacTa TAY oUPTEWOVTWY WPOS
whotv edrpenilovras, TOv abTov rpdmov NElwoer
o¥ AaBdvras xAnpovytas xai Tas wédews olkrjoavras
Tére {nreiv vduovs, ols wmoMredoovrar, GAX
éroipacapérovs Tovs Ths woMTelus wavdras wal

1 mss, wddews.
10



THE DECALOGUE, 9-14

sity of epinion as to whieh was best waxed strong and
engendered disputes in every other matter also.
Thiz was the primary consideration which made
him prefer to legisiate away from cities,

He had siseasecend objectinmind. Hewheisabont 10
te receive the holy laws must first cleanse his soul
and purge away the deep-set stains which it has con-
tracted through centact with the motley promiscuous
horde of men in cities. And to this he cannet atiain i}
except by dwelling apart, nor that at once, but only
long afterwards, and not till the marks which his old
transgressions have imprinted on him have gradually
grown faint, meited away and disappeared. In this 12
way too good physicians preserve their sick folk :
they think it unadvisable to give them foed or drink
until they have removed the causes of their maladies,
While these still remain, nourishment is useless, in-
deed harmfni, and acts as fuel %o the distemper.
HI1. Naturalty therefore he first led them away from 13
the highly misehievous associations of cities into the
desert, to clear the sins out of their sonis, and then
began to set the nourishment before their minds—
and what should this nourishment be but laws and
words of God ?

e had a third reasen as follows ;" just as men 14
when setting out on 2 long voyage do not begin to
provide sails and rudders and tillers when they have
embarked and left the harbour, but equip themselves
with enough of the gear needed for the voyage while
they are stili staying on shore, so Meses did not think
it good that they should just take their portions and
settle in cities and then go in quest of laws to regulate
their civie life, but rather should first provide them-
selves with the rules for that life and gain praetice

i1
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1 8¢ mag, and Cohn,  But I shonld prefer with Mangey to
omit d=’, I do not know of any case in which oépavds includes
the lower air, a8 the text implies, while on the other hand the
index gives thirteen examples where heaven, air, water, earth
are named as the four parts of the universe. See Spee. Leg.

i 111, and ¢f. ibid. 152. 'With a7’ omiited each of the four
makes its contribution, earth being given by wérpas,
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THE DECALOGUE, 14-17

in ali that would surely enable the eommunities to
steer their course in safety, and then settle down to
follow from the first the principles of justice lying
ready for their use, in harmony and fellowship of
spirit and rendering o every man his due.

1V, Some teo give a fourth reason which is not out 15
of keeping with the teuth but agrees very closely
with #t. As it was necessary to establish a belief in
their minds that the laws were not the inventions of
aman but quite elearly the oracles of Ged, he led the
nation 2 great distance away from cities into the
depths of a desert, barren not only of enitivated fruits
but alse of water fit fer drinking, in order that, 16
if after lacking the necessaries of life and expecting
to perish from hunger and thirst they suddenly
found abundance of sustenance selfproduced-—when
heaven rained the food ealled manna and the shower
of quails from the air to add relish to their food-when
the bitter water grew sweet and fit for drinking and
gprings gushed out of the steep® rock—they should
no longer wonder whether the laws were actually the
prenouncements of God, since they had been given
the clearest evidence of the truth in the supplies
which they had so unexpectedly received in their
destitution. For He who gave abundance of themeans 1%
of life also bestowed the wherewithal of a good life ;
for mere life they needed food and drink which they
found without making provision ; for the good life

= Qr “hard,” “fiinty.”" Here, as in Moz L 210211,
Philo does not stress the connexion of the word {taken from
Deut. viil. 15), with dupds as he does elsewhere. See note on
Mgs. i. 210, The events alluded to are found in Fx. xv.
and xvi.

18
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THE DECALOGUE, 17-21

they needed laws and erdinances which would bring
improvement to their souls.

V. These are the reasons suggested to answer the 18
question under discussion : they are but probable
surmises ; the true reasons are know to God alone.
Having said what was fitting on this subject, I will
proceed to describe the laws themselves in order,
with this necessary statement by way of introduc-
tion, that some of them God judged fit te deliver in
His own person alone without employing any ether,
and seme through His prophet Meoses whom He
chose as of all men the best suited %o be the revealer
of verities. Now we find that those which 19
He gavein His own person and by Hisownmeuthalone
include both laws and heads summarizing the par-
tieular laws, but those in which He spoke through the
prophet all belong to the former class. VE I will 20
deal with beth to the best of my ability, taking these
which are rather of the nature of summaries first,

Here our admiration is at onee aroused
by their number, which is neither more nor less than
is the supremely perfeet,®* Ten. Ten contains all
different kinds of numbers,® even as 2, odd as 3, and
even-odd as 6, and all ratios, whether of a number
to its multiples or fractional, when a number is
either increased or diminished by some part of itself.®
Se oo it contains all the analogies or progressions, the 21
arithmetical where each term in the seties is greater

* For the Pythagoresn origin of the term rarrddaa as
applied to ten see note on Do Abr, 244,

* This does not seem to mean more than that all the pro-
perties and mysteries of numbers must necessarily fall within
the decimal system, for * round fen as a turning-point the
unlimited series of numbers wheel and retrace their steps,”
De Op, 47, : * 4. Improper or proper fractions.
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THE DECALOGUE, 21-25

than the one below and lcss than the one above
by the same amount,? as for example 1 2 3; the geo-
metrical where the ratio of the second to the first
term is the same as that of the third to the second,
as with 1 2 4, and this is seen whether the ratio is
double or treble or any multipie, or again fractional
as 3 to 2, 4 to 8, and the like ; once more the har-
monic in which the middle tern exceeds and is ex-
ceeded by the extremes on either side by the same
fraction, as is the case with 8, 4, 6.% Ten 22
also contains the properties observed in triangles,
quadrilaterals and other polygons, and also these of
the concords, the fourth, fifth, octave and double
octave intervals, where the ratios are respectively 14,
i€ 4:8, 1}, i.e. 83:2, doubled, i.e. 2:1, fourfold,
ie. 8:2. Censequently it seems to me that those 23
who first gave names to things did reasonably, wise
men that they were, in giving it the name of decad,
as being the dechad, or reeceiver, because it receives
and has made room for every kind of number and
numerical ratio and progressions and also concords
and harmonies. VII. But indeed apart 24
from what has been said, the decad may reason-
ably be admired because it embraces Nature as seen
both with and without extension in space. Nature
exists withont extension nowhere except in the point ;
with extension in three forms, iine, surface, solid.
Tor space as limited by two points is a line, but, 25
where there are two dimensions, we have a surface,

¢ Lit. “ which exceeds and is exceeded by the same number.”
Ses App. p. 609.

¥ See the more defailed explanation in De Op. 108, where
the example given is that 6, 8, 12 are in harmonie progression
beesuse 8 exceeds 6 by 1 of 6, and is exceeded by 12 by  of
12. Here as often the ordinal is used for the cardinal.
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THE DECALOGUE, 25-20

as the line has expanded into breadth ; where there
are three, we have a solid, as length and breadth
have acquired depth, and here Nature comes to 2
halt, for she has not preduced more than three dimen-
sions. All these have numbers for their archetypes,
1 for the non-extended point, 2 for the line, 3 for
the surface, 4 for the solid, and these one, two, three,
four added together make the ten which gives a
glimpse of other beauties alse to those who have
eyes to see. For we may say that the infinite series
of numbers is measured by ten, because its constituent
teyms are the four, 1, 2, 3, 4, and the same terms
proeduce the hundred out of the tens, since 10, 20,
30, 40 make a hundred, and similarly the thousand
is produced out of the hundreds and the ten theusand
or myriad out of the thousands, and these, the unit,
the ten, the hundred and the thousand are the four
starting-points from each of which springs a ten?
And again, this same ten, apart from what has already
been said, reveals other differences in numbers ;
the order of prime numbers divisible by the unit
alone having for its pattern three, five, seven: the
square, that is four, the cube, eight, the products
respectively of two and three equal numbers, and
the perfect number six equal to the sum? of its
factors 8, 2 and 1. VIIL But why enumerate the
virtues of T'en, which arve infinite in number, and thus
treat perfunctorily a task of supreme greatness which
by itself is found fo be an ail-sufficing subject for

other. Presumably the pupeds is not named as a new starting-
Egint, beenuse Greek has no spectal term for ten myriads or
vond.

5 Or perhaps *“ both the product and sam,” ¢f. De Op, 13,
But the essence of * perfection ™ lies in the sam, as exempli~
fied by 28, ¢f. Mos. il. 84 and note.
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0

the addition of + may perhaps rather point to eyedér I
not see what it can mean here. oxédpr regarded as the
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THE DECALOGUE, 29-32

students of mathematies ¥ But while we
must leave unnoticed the rest, there is one which
may without impropriety be mentioned as a sample.
Those who study the doetrines of philosophy say 30
that the categories % in nature, as they are called, are
ten eonly, substance, quality, quantity, relation,
activity, passivity, state, position and the indis-
pensables for all existenece, time and place. There 31
is nething which does not participate in these cate-
gories. I have substanece, for 1 have borrewed what
is all-sufficient to make me what I am from each of
the elements out of which this world was framed,
earth, water, air and fire, 1 have quality in so far
as I am a man, and quantity as being of a eertain size.
I become relative when anyone is on my right hand
or my left, | am active when I rub or shave ® anything,
or passive when I am rubbed or shaved. lamina
particular state whien I wear clothing or arms and in
2 pariicular position when I sit quietly or am lying
down, and I am necessarily both in place and time
since none of the above conditions can exist without
these two,

iX. These points have been safficiently discussed 32
and may now be left, We must proceed te carry on
the discussion to embrace what follows next. The
ten words or oracles, in reality laws or statutes,
were delivered by the Father of All when the nation,
men and women salike, were assembled together.
bid He do so by His own utterance in the form of a

% On the categories se¢ App. pp. 609-610,

& Or “shear.” xelpw seems 3o have been a favourite word

for exemplifying the force of the three voices. See note on
De Cher, 79,

adverb of oyéms, often used by Phile in contrast with xfmas
{see particalerly De Sobr. 34), seems quite appropriate here.
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THE DECALOGUE, 32-36

voice 7 Surely not : may no such thought ever enter
our minds, for God is not as a man needing mouth
and tongue and windpipe. I should suppose that 33
God wrought on this occasion 2 miracle of a truly
holy kind by bidding an invisible sound to be created
in the air more marvellous than all instruments and
fitted with perfeet harmonies, not souliess, nor yet
composed of body and soul like a living ereature, but
arational soul full of clearness and distinetness, which
giving shape and tension to the air and changing it
to flaming fire, sounded forth like the breath through
a trumpet an articulate voice so Joud that it appeared
to be equally audible to the farthest as well as the
nearest. For it is the nature of men's voices if 34
carried to a great distance to grow faint so that per-
sons afar off have but an indistinet impression which
gradually fades away with each lengthening of the
extension, since the organism which produeces them
also is subject to decay.® But the new miraculous voice 35
was set in action and kept in flame by the power of
God which breathed upon it and spread it abroad on
every side and made it more illuminating in its ending
than in its beginning by creating in the souls of each
and ali another kind of hearing far superior to the
hearing of the ears. For that is but a stuggish sense,
inactive until aroused by the impaet of the air, but
the hearing of the mind possessed by God makes the
first advance and goes out to meet the spoken words
with the keenest rapidity.

X. So much for the divine voiee. But we may 38
properly ask why, when all these many thousands were

* Or perhaps “just as musical instruments (ﬂ.nd therefore
the sounds Wﬁlﬂh they make) are subject to decay.”
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THE DECALOGUE, 36-40

collected in one spot, He thought good in proclaiming
His ten orscles to address each not-as to several
persons but as to one, Thou shalt not commit
aduitery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal,
and so too with the rest. One answer which must 37
be given is that He wishes to teach the readers of the
sacred seriptures a most excellent lesson, namely
that each single person, when he iz law-abiding and
obedient to God, is equal in worth to a whole nation,
even the most populous, or rather to all nations, and
if we may go still farther, even o the whole world.
And therefore elsewhere, when He praises a certain 38
just man, He says, I am thy God,® though He was
also the God of the world. And thus we see that all
the rank and file who are posted in the same line
and give a like satisfaction to their commander, have
an equal share of approbation and honrour.

A seeond reason is thai s speaker who harangues 39
a multitude in general does not necessarily talk to
any one persen, whereas if he addresses his eom-
mands or prohibitions as theugh to each individual
separately, the practical instructions given in the
course of his speech are at onee held to apply to the
whele body in common alse.? i the exhortations are
recetved as a personal message, the hearer is more
ready to obey, but if collectively with others, he is
deaf to them, since he takes the multitude as a cover
for disobedience.

A third reason is that He wills that no king or 40
despot swollen with arrogance and contempi should
despise an insignificant private person butshouldstudy

rpanréa="" among the conlents of his speech.” DBut it isex-
ce.edmglgf awhkward and some corraption is probable, For
further discussion see App. p. 610,
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THE DECALOGUE, 40-43

in the scheel of the divine laws and abate his super-
cilious airs, and through the reasonableness or rather
the assured truth of their arguments unlearn his self-
coneeit. For if the Unereated, the Incorruptibie, the 41
Eternal, Who needs nothing and is the maker of all,
the Benefactor and King of kings and Ged of geds
could not brook to despise even the humblest, but
deigned te bangquet him on holy oracles and statutes,
as though he should be the sole guest, as though
for him glone the feast was prepared to give good
cheer to a soul instructed in the holy secrets and
accepted for admission te the greatest mysteries,
what right have I, the mortel, to bear myseif proud-
necked, puffed-up and loud-voiced, towards my fellows,
who, though their fortunes be unequal, have equal
rights of kinship becaase they can elaim to be children
of the one common mother of mankind, nature ¥ So 42
then, theugh I be invested with the sovereignty of
earth and sea, | will make myself affable and easy of
aceess to the poorest, to the meanest, to the lonely
who have none close at hand te help them, to erphans
whe have lost beth parents, to wives en whom widow-
hood has fallen, to old men either childless from the
first or bereaved by the early death of those whom
they beget. For as I am a man, I shall not deem it 43
right te adopt the lofty grandeur of the pempous
siage, but make pature my home and not overstep
her limits. [ will inure my mind to have the feelings
of a human being, not only because the lot both of
the prosperous and the unfortunate may change to
the reverse we know not when, but also because it
is right that even if good fortune remains securely
established, a man should not forget what he is.
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THE DECALOGUE, 48-47

Such was the reason, as it seexms to me, why he willed
to word the series of his oracles in the singuiar form,
and delivers them as thougl to one alone.

XIL.e It was natural that the place should be the 44
seene of all that was wonderful, claps of thunder
louder than the ears could hold, flashes of lightning
of surpassing brightness, the sound of an invisible
trumpet reaching to the greatest distance, the de-
seent of a cloud which like a pitlar stood with its foot
planted en the earth, while the rest of its body
extended to the height of the upper air, the rush
of heaven-sent fire which shrouded all around in dense
smoke. For when the power of God arrives, needs
must he that no part of the world should remain
inactive, but all move together te do Him service.
Near by stood the peopte. They had kept pure frem 45
intercourse with women and abstained from all
pleasures save those which are necessary for the
sustenance of life. They had cleansed themselves
with ablutions and justratiens for three days past,
and moreover had washed their clothes. So in the
whitest of raiment they stood on tiptoe with ears
pricked up in obedience to the warning of Moses to

repare themselves for a congregation which he knew
would be held from the oracular advice he received
when he was summoned up by himself. Then from 46
the midst of the fire that streamed from heaven there
sounded forth to their utter amazement a voice, for
the flame became articulate speech in the langnage
familiar to the audience, and so clearly and distinetly
were the words formed by i that they seemed to see
rather than hear them. What [ say iz vouched for 47
by the law in which it is written, ™ All the people
saw the voice,” ® a phrase fraught with much meaning,
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THE DECALOGUE, 47-5%

for it is the case that the voice of men is audible,
but the voice of God truly visible. Whyso? Beeause
whatever God says is not words but deeds, which are
judged by the eyes rather than the ears, Admirable 48
too, and worthy of the Godhead, is the saying that the
voice proceeded from the fire, for the oracles of God
have Eeen refined and assayed as gold is by fire,
And it conveys too, symbolically, some sach meaning 49
as this: since it is the nature of fire both to give
light and te burn, those who resolve to be obedient
to the divine utterances will live for ever as in un-
clouded lght with the laws themselves as stars
illuminating their souls, while all who are rebellious
will continue fo be burnt, aye and burnt to ashes, by
their inward lusts, which like a flame will ravage the
whole life of those in whom they dwell.

XIHL Such are the points which required a pre- 50
liminary treatment. We must now turn to the oracles
themselves and examine all the different matters
with which they deal. We find that He divided the
ten into two seis of five which He engraved on two
tables, and the first five obtained the first place, while
the other was awarded the second. Both are ex-
eellent and profitable for life ; both open out broad
highroads leading at the end to a singie goal, roads
along which a son} which ever desires the best can
travel without stumbling. The superior set of five 51
treats of the following matters: the monarchical
principle by which the world is governed : idols of
stone and wood and images in general made by
human hands : the sin of taking the name of Geod
in vain: the reverent observance of the sacred
sevenith day as befits its holiness 1+ the duty of henour-
ing parents, each separately and beth in common,
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THE DECALOGUE, 51-54

Thus one set of enactments begins with Ged the
Father and Maker of all, and ends with parents who
copy His nature by begetting particular persons.
The other set of five contains all the prohibitions,
namely adultery, murder, theft, false witness,
covetousness or lust.

We must examine with all care each of the pro- 52
nguneements, giving perfunctory treatment to none.
The transcendent source of all that exists is God, as
piety iz the source of the virtues, and it is very
necessary that these two should be first discussed.

A great delusion has taken held of the
larger part of mankind in regard te a fact which
properly should be established beyond all question in
every mind to the exclusion of, or at least above, all
others, Tor some have deified the four elements, 53
earth, water, air and fire, others the sun, moon,
planets © and fixed stars, others again the heaven by
itzelf, others the whole world. But the highest and
the most august, the Begetter, the Rnler of the great
World-city, the Commander-in-Chief of the invineible
host, the Pilot who ever steers all things in safety, Him
they have hidden from sight by the misleading titles
assignied to the objects of worship mentioned above.
Bifferent people give them different namesz : some 54
call the earth Koré or Demeter or Plute, and the
sea Poseidon, and invent marine deities subordinate
to him and great companies of attendants, male and
female. They call air Hera? and fire Hephaestus,
the sun Apollo, the moon Artemis, the morning-star

¢ Greek “the other plapets,” the sun and moeon being
regarded as planets. ¥ See App. p. 610,
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THE DECALOGUE, 55-59

Aphrodite and the glitterer ¢ Hermes, and each of the 55
ather stars have names hapded down by the myth-
makers, whe have put together fables skiffully con-
trived te deceive the hearers and thus wen a reputa-
tion for aeeomplishment in name-%iving. So too In 56
aceordance with the theory by which they divided
the heaven into two hemispheres, ene above the
earth and one below it, they called them the Dioscuri
and invented a farther miraeunlous story of their
living on alternate days.? For indeed as heaven is 57
always revolving eeaselessly and continuously round
and round, each hemnisphere must necessarily al-
ternately change its position day by day and become
upper or lower as it appears, though in reality there

is no upper or lower in a spherieal figure, and it is
merely in relation to our own position that we are
accustomed to speak of what is above our heads as
upper and the opposite to this as lower.

Now to one whe is determined to follow a gennine 58
philosophy and make a pure and guileless piety his
awn, Moses gives this truly admirable and religious
eommand that he should not suppese any of the
parts of the universe to be the omnipotent God.
For the world has beeome what it is, and its becom-
ing is the beginning of its destruetion, even though
by the providence of God it be made immortal, and
there was a time when it was not.  But te speak of
God as not being " at some former time, or having
“beeome ” at some partieular thme and not existing .
for all eternity is profanity. XII1. But 59
there are some whose views are affected with such
folly that they not only regard the said objects as
gods but each of them severaily as the greatest and

¥ Od, xi. 303. See App. p. 610.
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THE DECALOGUE, 59-63

primal God. Incapacity for instruction or indifference
to learning prevents them from knowing the truly
Existent because they suppose that there is ne in-
visible and conceptual cause outside what the senses
pereeive, though the clearest possible proof lies ready
at their hand, For while i is with the soui that they 60
live and plan and carry out all the affairs of buman
life, they can never see the soul with the eyes of the
body, though every feeling of ambition might weil
have been aroused in the hope of seeing that most
angust of all sacred objects, the natural stepping-
stone to the conception of the Uncreated and Biernal,
the invisible Charioteer who guides in safety the
whole universe. So just as anyone who rendered 61
to the subordinate satraps the honours due to the
Great King would have seemed to reach the height
not only of unwisdom but of foolhardiness, by be-
stowing on servants what belonged to their master,
in the same way anyone who pays the same tribute
to the creatures as to their Maker may be assured
that he is the most senseless and unjust of men
in that he gives equal measure to those who are
not equal, though he does not thereby henour
the meaner many but deposes the one superior.
And there are some who in a further 62
execess of impiety de net even give this equal
payment, but bestow on those others all that can
tend to honour, while to Him they refuse even the
commonest of all tributes, that of remembering
Him. Whom duty bids them remember, if nothing
more,® Him they forget, a forgetfulness deliberately
practised to their lasting misery. Some again, seized 63
with a loud-monthed frenzy, publish abroad samples
of their deep-seated impiety and attempt to blas-
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THE DECALQGUE, 63-66

pheme the Godhead, and when they whet the edge
of their evil-speaking tongue they do so in the wish
to grieve the pious who feel at once the inroad of a
sorrow indescribable and inconsolable, which passing
through the ears wastes as with fire the whole soul.
For this is the battery of the unholy, and is in itself
encugh to curb the mouths of the devout who held
that silence is best for the thne being to avoid giving
provocation. XIV. Let us then reject all such im- 64
posture and refrain from worshipping those who by
nature are our brothers,” even though they have been
given a substance purer and more imrnortal than ours,
for created things, in se far as they are created, are
brothers, since they have all one Father, the Maker
of the universe, Let us instead in mind and speech
and every faculty gird ourselves up with vigour and
activity to do the service of the Uncreated, the
BEternal, the Cause of all, not submitting nor abasing
ourselves to de the pleasure of the many who work
the destruction even of those who might be saved.
Let us, then, engrave deep in our hearts this as the 65
first and most sacred of commandments, to acknow-
ledge and honour one God Who is above all, and let
the idea that gods are many never even reach the
éars of the man whose rule of life is to seek for truth
in purity and guilelessness,

% But while all who give worship and service to sun 66
and moon and the whole heaven and universe or their
chief partz as gedsmost undoubtedly errby magnifying
the subjects above the ruler, their offence is fess than
that of the others who have given shape to stocks

see note), though elsewhere, as in De Op. 144, admitted to
have bodies. Thilo always, I think, distinguishes them from
angels.

¥ Here begins the Second Commandiment.
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THE DECALOGUE, 66-70

and stones and silver and gold and similar materials
each according to their fancy and then filled the
habitable world with images and weoden figures and
the other works of human hands fashioned by the
eraftsmanship of painting and sculpture, arts which
have wrought great mischief in the life of mankind.
For these idolaters cut away the most excellent 67
sapport of the soul, the rightful conception of the
Ever-living God. Like boats without bailast they are
for ever tossed and carried about hither and thither,
never able to come to harbour or 1o rest securely in
the roadstead of truth, blind to the one thing worthy
of contemplation, which alone demands keen-sighted
vision, To my mind they live a more miserable life 68
than those who have lost the sight of the body, for
these have been disabled through no wish of their
own but eitlier through suffering from some grievous
disease of the eyes or through the malice of their
enemies, but these others have of deliberate purpose
not only dimmed but without seruple cast away en-
tirely the eye of the soul. And therefore pity for 69
their misfortune waits upon the former, punishment
for their depravity quite iustly on the latter. In their
genera} ignorance they have failed to perceive even
that most obvious truth which even ™ a witless infant
knows,” ¢ that the craftsman is superior to the product
of his erafi both in time, since he is older than what he
makes and in a sense its father, and in value, sinece
the efficient element is held in higher esteem than
the passive effect, And while if they 70
were consistent in their sin, they should have deified
the sculptors and painters themselves and given them
honours on a magnificent scale, they leave them in
ohseurity and bestow no favour on them, while they
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THE DECALOGUE, 70-74

regard as gods the figures and pictures made by
their workmanship. The artists have often grown 71
old in poverty and disesteem, and mishap after mis-
hap has sccompanied them to the grave, while the
works of their art are glorified by the addition of
purpie and gold and silver and the other costly em-
bellishments which wealth supplies, and are served
not merely by ordinary freemen but by men of high
birth and great bodily comeliness. For the hirth of
priests is made a matter for the most careful serutiny
to see whether it is unexceptionable, and the several
parts which unite to form the body whether they
make a perfect whele, Horrible as all 72
this is, we have not reached the true horror. Fhe
worst is still to come. We have known some of the
image-makers offer prayers and sacrifices to their
own ereations though they would have done much
better to worship each of their two hands, or if they
were disincined for that because they shrank from
appearing egotistical, to pay their homage to the
hammers and anvils and pencils and pincers and the
other tools by which their materials were shaped.
XV, Burely te persons so demented we might well say 73
boldly, ** Geod sirs, the best of prayers and the goal
of happiness is to become like God. Pray you there- 74
fore that you may be made like your images and thus
enjoy supreme happiness with eyes that see not, ears
that hear not, nostrils which neither breathe por
smell, mouths that never taste nor spesk, hands that
neither give ner take nor do anything at all, feet that
walk not, with no activity in any parts of your bodies,®
but kept under watch and ward in your temple-prison
day and night, ever drinking in the smoke of the

& Phile clearly has in mind Ps. cxv, 5-8; ¢f. Spee. Leg. ii. 256.
43



PHILO

ondvres: &v yip pdvor Tobr dyeldv wpocava-
75 wAdTTeTe Tols adidpipacw. 4AX Eywye voullw
Tadra u’.xoﬁowas* ot)'x ws ém edyals A dis émi
xa'rapazs dyaveiTioaw Kol ?pezjxee‘ﬁac 'rrpog AotSo-
pmg u.,uvww éw;xaTqyopovwaS' & péywrov av
el Texpipiov 1is dmmodalodeons doeBelus drfpd-
nwy Peods vouldvray, ols Suowol mote Tis éﬁcxetg
76 ri’rret?fawq-' av yevéolar, XVI p:qSeng oly TV
exowwv oy agﬁcvxw Tt wpocmweww mrdov
yap T@Y ardmwy ot T4 dvsews Epy