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PREFACE TO VOLUME VI

Mr. Wurraxer left no work of any kind bearing on
the contents of this velume, and it therefore appears
in my name only.

The great difference of subject matter from the
five previous volumes has made the long detailed
analytieal introductions less necessary and where the
narrative runs on continuously for a considerabie
iength almost useless. I have accordingly retained
them oaly in a very modified form. I have continued
to divide the annotation into footnotes which seemed
needed for the comprehension of the passages and
appendix notes mainly for iflustration, but both foot-
notes and appendix are eonsiderably diminished.

One point perhaps requives apology or at least
justification. What appears here as the Second Book
of the Life of Moses was before the publication of
Cohr’s edition divided into two, a Second Book of
twelve Chapters, and a Third Book of thirty-nine.
Cohn who has demonstrated the erroncousness of
this division,® takes the middle course of numbering
the Chapters asof two books, but thesections as of one.
Since Cohn originated the arrangement by sections
this was probably the wiser course. But now that
citation by sections is superseding the old citation by

See note on p. 274, vii



PREFACE

chapters this difference of arrangement between see-
tions and chapters seemed te me confusing and Lhave
accordingly numbered the ehapters continuocusly from
1to 50; and therefore in tracing a reference to a par-
ticular chapter of De Vite Moss, iii. my readers will
have to subtract twelve. [ hope any inconvenience
caused by this will be diminished by the fact that
most, if not all, references to Phile in earlier writers
cite not only the chapters of a treatise bnt the
Mangey pages, which of course remain unchanged.

¥ may add that Dr. Rouse’s help, which has been
generously given throughout, has been particularly
useful in this volume.

F.H.C.
April 1995.
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GENERAL INTRODUCTION

In this volume we enter * upon the second main divi-
sion of Philo’s works. The preceding five volumes
have been occupied with what is usually called the
commentary or allegorical commentary, We now
pass on to his Exposition of the Laws to which the
biographieal treatises in this volume serve as an in-
troduction. Philo starts with the assumption that
the Pentateuch as a whole is a law-book written by
the lawgiver himself. But this law-book obviously
opens and continues with a large amount of material
whichisnot,strictly speaking,legislative butnarrative.
Hence the theory is developed that Moses began with
deseribing the foundation of the world-commonwealth
or cosmopolis which was to be governed by the laws,
and followed it by describing the lives of those who
had observed those laws while still unwritten and
were therefore themselves “ living laws,” as well as

¢ Or perbaps 1 shall rather say * re-enter,” as Dg Abr.
assumes that the De Opificio is the opening book of the
* Exposition.” And so the German translators begin with
the De Op. and proceed at once te De 4br. [n this transia.
tion we have foliowed the traditional arrangement, which is
also that adopted by Cohn and Wendland, not perhaps with-
out justification. It peust be noted that if De Op. begins the
Exposition, it serves the same purpose for the Commentary
which begins with Gen, {i. 1, and seems to assume that the
story of %:eation has been adequately dealt with,
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GENERAL INTRODUCTION

the rewards which obedience, and the punishments
which disebedience, in the past had incurred. He
has already in the De Opificio expounded Moses' story

of the cosmogony. In the four treatises contained

in this velume and two others which have not been

greser\red he deals with the rest of what he calls the
istorieal part of the legisiation,

The general plan of the first three of these six
treatises, namely the extant Abraham and the lost
Tsaac and Jacob, was to shew that Moses set before
us the history of the soul in two friads. The first
triad, Enos, Enoch and Noah, represent respactively
Hope, Eepentance or Improvement, and Justice,
These three are the imperfectly wise, for thongh
Justice is the Queen of virtues and indeed Noah is
calied perfect, he is only perfect in hiz generation-—
that is, relatively oniy————and therefore falls below the
second triad of the truly wise. This triad, Abraham,
Isaze and Jacob, represent respectively Wisdom or
Virtue as acquired by teaching, nature and Zpract]r:e
The first triad is disposed of in §§ 7-47 of De Abrakamo ;
the second forms the subject of the rest of that
treatise, and no doubt of the two that have been lost.

The formula Nature (natural ability), Teaching,
Practice as covering the necessary requirements for
education is a commonplace in ancient scholastic
lsterature. Phile is the first, so far as I know, to
apply it to spiritual life, and we have met with this
application frequently in the Allegorical Coro-
mentary.® But though it is one of his leading idees,
he takes lttie pains to show how it fits the three great
Patriarchs. The chequered career of Jacob, * long

s OF. s Sae. 5 f., De Cong, 38 £, De Mut, 12 and note, De
Som, 1. 160, 167, 173,
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GENERAL INTRODUCTION

trained in the athleties of adversity,” ¢ qualifies him
no donbt for the name of the Practiser so regularly
applied to him, but it is difficult to see how Abraham
pre-eminently represents wisdom acquired by teach-
ing. True, he receives and obeys the Divine instrue-
tions, but so do Isaac and Jacob, though perhapsin a
lesser degree, and Isaac’s name of the Self-Taught
does not exelude discipleship to Ged. What, if any-
thing, Philo found in the life of Isaae to justify this
epithet applied to him akmost as often as Practiser
it to Jacob he never tells us.? I imagine that the
idea rests chiefly on the meaning of the name. Ilsaac
is “laughter ” and therefore “ joy,” and joy is the
result, or ag he calls it, the rewarxd when the mind
finds what it seeks instinetively and without labour.®

The De Abrahamo after the first 47 sections gives the
main incidents of Abrakam’s life, not in chrenclogical
order, but to illustrate his Fiety, hospitality, tact and
kindness, courage and self-control. In every case
except the last, which describes Abraham’s resigna-
tion at the death of Sarah, the narrative is foliowed
by an aliegorical interpretation. The general prin-
ciples of these allegories is much the same as in the
Commentary, but the method is in one respect very
different. Ne knowledge of the Pentateuch beyond
the passage under discussion is supposed to be
possessed by the reader, and consequently there iz

& De Ips. 26.

% Though Stanley discovered in Isaac a gentleness and
meditativeness which distinguishes him from the other two,
See, for * the gentle Isaae,"” Jawish Chureh, L p. 32,

¢ See, particulariy De Praemiis 50, where also faith is said
to be the “ reward ” of the soul which leams by teaching,

- since instruction requires the readiness of the instructed to
believe, This passage perliaps gives us the best clue to the

meaning which Philo attaches to the formula, .
xi



GENERBAL INTRCDUCTFION

none of the rambling from text to text or of the
insetting in the main sllegory of minor allegories
suggested by casual phrases, which constitutes the
most striking characteristic and the chief diffculty of
the other set of treatises.

The De losepho is something of an excreseence in
the scheme. The qualities of the ideal “politician ”
or “ statesman " might serve as an effective supple-
ment {o those of the contemplative and philosophical
Life, but they do not bear much relation to the three
types of Nature, Feaching and Praetice, and when
Philo in the De Praemiis ¢ gives a sort of recapitu-
latory survey of the historieal part of the law-book,
while Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Moses are all dis-
cussed again, there is no word of Joseph. I should
imagine that he felt, what of course is true, that in
the Joseph chapters of Gezesis he had a fine dramatic

- story which could not be without undue compression
worked into the life of Jacob, a story rich in incidents
which offer themselves for epie narrative, and in
situations which gave full seope for the rhetorical
exhibitions in which his age delighted. If in view of
contemporary .misgovernment he felt a pleasure in
showing how justly Egypt had onee been governed
by a Jew, the feeling was only natural,

The treatment of the life of Joseph in the De Josepho
makes a startling contrast to the persistent deprecia-
tiontowhich his character has been subjected through-
out the Aliegorical Commentary. There he is the man
wize in hiz own conceit,? the philosopher of statecraft
rather than truth,® the honourer of spurious goods,®
whose study is of the body and vain imaginations,

4§ 22-56. ¥ Leg. All, . 199.
¢ Quod Det. 7 4 De Spb, 14, De Agr. 56.
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GENERAL INTRODUCTION

the many-sided vanity of life.? One explanation
given iz that the two opposing views belong to
different periods and stages in Phile’s life. Pro-
fessor Goodenough ¥ ascribes it to the difference of
aundiences addressed in the Exposition and the Com-
mentary, or to a chronic vacillation in Philo’s own
temperament, or to both together. I am inclined to
think that the ** chronic vacillation of character ™ is
enough in itself, though I should prefer to call it a
chrenic tendency to see both sides of a question
alternately or even simultaneously, Fhilo un-
doubtedly looks upen the philosophical life as the
highest, and the practical life which includes the
political as a necessary evil. But he is as firm upon
the necessity of the latter as on the superiority of the
former, and further the lower may be conceived of
as a discipline or stepping-stone to the higher. If
this is realized, the twofold represeniation of Joseph
will net present insuperable difficulties. The main
fact in the life of Joseph was that he lived in Egypt
and was Pharaoh’s viceroy. Since BEgypt spiritually
is the body and the King of BEgypt the body-loving
mind, Jeseph may represent the agent which that
king employs for his baser purposes. He is not from
this point of view a historieal person, but a 7pdros
or temperament © and Phile has no diffenlty in finding
isolated facts and passages which can be made to

* De Conf. 71. Desides these and many others note
especially the sustained depreciation in De Som. il. 10-16 and
often later in the same treatise.

5 * Philo’s Exposition of the Law and his Be Vita Mosis,™
Harvard Theological Review, April 1038,

¢ Or ' one of the traits or feelings existing in every man's
soul,’* as he is definitely stated to be in De Som. ii. 98, From

this point of view we are told to forget the actusl cruclty of
the brothers.
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GENERAL INTRODUCTION

bear this out., His coat of many colours, his name
of ““ addition " signifying adventitious goods, his
meuntinfg the second chariot, his swearing by the
health of Pharach, the arrogant claims of his dreams,
ean all be pressed into service, while anything that
does not fit can, if needed, be ignored.® On the
other hand, political life is also capable of bringing
out higher qualities, and of those the historical Joseph
is the obvieus exemplar. In fact, Philo’s treatment
of Joseph gives us the clearest example of his belief
that the spiritial truths which may * break out of the
Word "’ are manifold, not only different, but even at
first sight contradictory.?

On the whole, these two ireatises proceed on the
same general method, though in De Josepho the
rhetorical element is far more and the allegorical less
conspicuous. But the two books on the life of Moses
stand to seme extent by themselves., The opening
of the first book does not suggest that it is a sequel
to the four that have preceded, but assigns a different
reason for its composition;” viz. that its object is to
make the story and character of the great legisiator

® Not but that opposing facts are somelimes too strong
and mumerous to be ignored,  Thus in De Mig. 16-24, when
the allegory is based on the carrying of Joseph’s bones io
Canaan, these © bones "' or memorable actions are catalogued,
and even in De Som. ii., where the represeatation of him as the
impersenation of vanity is most developed, the hope is held
out that ultimately he will be reconciled with his brethren
{§ 108). Again, whea the allegory demands a more favour-
able view, as when the point is that he finds his brethren, he
becomes the man whe mizes in public life, but has ac thirst
for fame (mwolrinds uée frrore 8¢ Sofouaris, De Fuga 126).

¥ For instance, the coat of many colours, which has served
in De Som. i. 219 fc represent the falseness of the mere
politician, stands in De Jfos. 32 for the rvesomrcefuiness in
peace and war of the true statesman.
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GENERAL INTRODUCTION

knewn te the outer world. The constitution of the
book is also very different. Allegory is almost en-
tirely banished from the narrative and confined to ex-
planation of the priest’s vestments and the form and
apparatus of the Tabernacle. Regarded as biography,
they are not so satisfactery as the De dbrakamo and
the D¢ Tosepho. Philo's arrangement of the life of
Moses under the four heads of king, lawgiver, priest
and prophet does, no doubt, serve for a ﬁ)gical basis
to the work, but it Jeads him into many oddities.
While the story of Moses as king or leader is carried
on consistently to the end of Fxeodus xviii., what next
to the deliveranee itself is the central point of the
siory, the theophany on Sinai, is entirely omitfed ;
the aecount of Balaam and Balak, which has little te do
with Moseshimself, is given at disproportionatelength,
while the steries of the Red Sea and the Manna and
thie Golden Calf are given twice over.

These and other considerations have led what is
probably the great majority of scholars te think that
the two books are not an integral part of the Exposi-
tion, but a work composed on a separate secasien, and
(at least in the eyes of those who consider the Ex-
position to be intended primarily for Jewish readers)

¢ Any discussion of this disputed question may be left till
we come to the Laws themselves in the next volume, Mean-
while T find it diffieult to resist the general impression that
Phile in writing the De Abrahamo snd De Fosepho as well as
the De Vita Mosis, in which the fact is admitied, bad Gentiles
rather than Jews in view., Olwserve, for instance (unless it is
to be put down as a mere mannerisin), the striet economy of
names in all four books. Just as neither Balaam nor even
Aaron in the third snd fourth is ever mentioned by name, g0
too Lot in the first and the brothers in the seeond (even when
they act or speak individually) are only indieated by their
relationship to Abrahain or Jacob,
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GENERAL INTRODUCTION

for a different audience. While not venturing to hold
the contrary I do not feel enough confidence in Philo’s
consistency of method to regard thiz as ecertain.
Anyhow,the fact is clear that, however and for whom-
soever composed, the two books effect what indeed
is implied in the recapitulatory survey in the De
Praemiis, where Moses s joined with Abraham, Isaae
and Jacob as the recipient of the rewards of obedience
which the Pentateuch in Philo’s view is intended to
preach. Without them his survey of the lessons of
the history which is begun in the De 4brahamo and his
portrait of the ** Living Laws "¢ would be hopelessly
incomplete, and their right place in the series is that
which has been given them in all editions and is re-
tained in this franslation.

Taking the four books as a whole I would make two
commenis. One is that the separate stories are

. admirably told with mueh fire, vigour and lueidity.
The ' stilted and frigid "’ ¥ speeches repel us, but to
Greek readers living in the age of Epideictie oratory
they would be congenial enough. As for the narra-
tives themselves, none of us would wish to exchange
them for the saered simplieity of our own version.
But the Gentile readers who had no such associations
must have found them a pleasant contrast to the
harsh Greek of the Septuagint.

* Moses is of course primarily the lawgiver, rather than
himself the law, and Philo may possibly have shrunk from
saying that Moses the biographer intended his own biography
b0 serve the same purpose as the biographies of the patriarchs.
St]l}‘l3 ?I:he title of * Living Law ™ is applied t0 him in De Mos.
i 162.

¢ The epithets are quoted from my own judgement of them
as given in the General Introduction to Vol I. p xxii. [am
inclined now to modify them with regard i some of the
speeches.

K



GENERAL INTRODUCTION

The second point is the essential fidelity with which
Philo adheres to the narrative of Seripture. Though
he professes to draw also from the Tradition of the
Elders, there is hittle or none of the legendary acere-
tions with which the Book of Jubilees, the so-called
“ Antiquities of Philo "’ and ever Josephus, to say
nothing of later Rabbinical tradition, endeavour to -
embellish the history of the Patriarchs and of Moses.®
There is of course any amount of amplification: that
is aecording to the practice of many if not most
aneient historians, who consider it their business not
merely to state but to interpret facts—to infer what
the actors probably would have felt, said, or done
in the given eircumstances, A good example is the
deseription of the battle of Abraham and 318 men
againgt the four kings,? where the Lxx '‘he came upon
them by night and smote them " is expanded into
“he attacked the enemy by night when they had
supped and were preparing to go tosleep. Some fel)
helpless vietims to him in their beds, others who took
arms against him were completely annthilated,” with
a few more words abont the extinction of the whole
army. AsJosephus, 4nf. i, 177,° gives similar details,

% The closest approach to this is the aecount of Moses’
education in Mos. 1. 21 ., but even this is merely a state~
ment of what an Egyptian prince would, in Philo's view, have
naturally been taught. b De Abr. 233 £

* Asthe relation of Josephus's narrative to Philo’s may be
of interest to some readers, I may remark here that Cohn in
the iniroduction to his fourth velume, p. xxv, considers
that Jesephus did malke use of Philo, particularly of Mos.
i and §i. He quotes ien exampies of similar thonght and
Ehra.ses, mainly the former. Thackeray, in his notes o the

och translation of 4nt. i and i, cites some five instances
of the kind from the De Abr, and D¢ Jos. The resemblance
of thought in dnt. i 18 £, 1o the opening of De Op, is far more
siriking, but clearly Josephus may have read that work or
' xvii



GENERAL INTRODUCTION

this is quoted as a ** striking paraliel,” but surely it
merely deseribes what is naturally to be expected in
;s successful night attack by a small force against 2
arger.

is for the text, we find nothing corresponding to
_ the diffieulties and corruptions which we foung in
the first five volumes. In the first place the mss., at
least those whieh are used by Cohn, are far more
numerous. They vary from thirteen in number to
eleven, whereas in the other set of treatises the maxi-
mum was seven, and in three eases the editor was
forced to rely on one or two codices, none of them
remarkable for aceuracy. Secondly, the straight-
forward narrative as opposed to the tortuous argu-
ment of the Allegorical Commentary was apparently
handled by the seribes with greater ease and aceuracy.
Consequently, though there are plenty of the minor
-differences certain to be found in this larger number
of mss. so that the Apparatus Critieus is no shorter,
the emendations adopted by Cohn are few and in
only one case has the present translator ventured to
add any to the lst,
its opening, without reaciinglor at least making systematic use

of the other treatises, I think this last should be regarded
es somewhat uneertain, but see note on pp. 608 f.
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INTRODUCTION TO DFE ABRAHAMG

Arren stating his intention to follow Moses in describi
the * living ' hefore proceeding to the written Laws (llffkg
Philo deals with the first and less perfect triad. First
£nos the hoper, whose name equivalent to "' Man » shows
that hope iv the first mark of a true man (7-10). Secondly
repentance represented hy Enoch, who was ** transferred
i.e. o a hetter Jife and was ** not found,” for the good are
tare and solitary (17-26). Thirdly, Noah, who was ' just”
in eornparison with the wicked generation destroyed hy the
Flood (27-46).

The bigher triad of the three great Patriarchs are not
only typical of the trinity, Teaching, Nature and Practice,
hut are also the parents of Israel, l:ﬁe soul whieh attaing to
the sight of God (48-59}. To ecome to Ahraham himself,
the Hiteral story of lig migrations shows his self-sacrifice
{60-67}; allegorically it denotes the soul’s journey from
godliess agtronomy first to seif-knowle&ge {Haran), then to
the knowledge of God (68-88). Ilis adventures in Egypt
(89-98) suggest that the tortures which plagved Pharach
represent what the sensual mind suffers from the virtues
which, while it professes to love them, are incompatible
with it (89-108). Next comes the story of the three
Angelie Vigitors {107-118). Allegorically they represent
the Self-existent and the heneficent and sovereign potencies
apprehended according as the soel can rise to the full
conception or iz moved by hope of henefits or fear, and
Philo points out that while men distrust these last motives,
God does not hold them worthiess (119-132). In faet the
tale of the destruction of the Cities of the Plain represents
the Self-existent as leaving these tasks to His subordinates
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ON ABRAHAM

(133-146), 'fhis leads him to an allegory in which the
five cities are the five senses, the noblest of which, sight,
is figured by Zoar (147-166).

ext comes the sacrifice of Isaae (167-177). The great-
ness of Abraham is vindicated against hostile eriticisms
based oxn the frequency of similar stories of child immolation
(178-199). Allegorically the story means that a devont
soul often feels & duty of surrendering its " Isaae,” Joy,
which nevertheless through God’s mercy it is allowed to
retain {200-207). -

These narratives have illustrated Abrabham’s piety.
Next comed his kindness to men ag shewn in his settiement
of the dispute with Lot (208-218). This éis%ute may be
taken to represent allegorically the incompatibility of love
for the gonds of the soul with love for bodily or external
things (217-224). Then hia courage appears in his victory
over the four kings who had routed the armies of the five
cities (225-235), and this conflict iz alleporized as one
hetween the four passions and the five senses, in which the
intervention of reason turns the scale against the former
(236-244), Philo now goes on to say something of the
virtues of Sarah, particularly ag shewn by her advocacy
of the matin%}with Hagar (245-254) and this leads on to an
acconnt of the grief’ coupled with resignation shown by
Abrabam at her death (255-281). The treatise concludes
with an eloquent praise of Abrakam’s faith and of his right
to the title of ' lder ” and the erowning iribute that he
hoth did the law and was himself the Law (262-end).



BIOZ ZO0®0Y TOY KATA AIAATZKAAIAN
TEAEIQ@ENTOY H NOMON AI'PAGQON
{TO IIPQTON) O EXZTI HEPI ABPAAM
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‘wal purdv xatd THv dépos xal Tdv érnoiuy dpdy
edrpaciay kal dvSpdv +dv pév dperf Tdv 8¢ xawiy
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¢ d.e. the Deluge and the destrgetion of Sodem and
Gomorrah, Philo classes these two together, ignoring the
purely local character of the latier. Compare his treatment
of tize two in Mos, it 52-65, and cf. ib. 263.
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‘ON ABRAHAM

THAT 18, THE LIFE OF THE WIS MAN MADE PERFECT
THROUGH TEACHING, OR THE FIHST BOOK ON UN-
WRITTEN LAWS

1. The first of the five books in which the holy :
laws are written bears the name and inseription of
Genesis, from the genesis or creation of the worid,
an aecount of which it contains at its beginning. It
has received this title in spite of its embracin
numberless other matters; for it tells of peace an
war, of fruitfulness and barrenness, of dearth and
plenty ; how fire and water wrought great destrne-
tion of what is on earth;2 how on the other hand
plants and animals were born and throve through the
kindly tempering of the air and the yearly seasons,
and so too men, some of whom lived 2 life of virtue,
others of vice. But since some of these things are 2
parts of the world, and others events which befall it,
and the world is the complete consummation which
contains them all, he dedicated the whole book to it.

‘The story of the order in which the world was
made has been set forth in detail by us as well as
was possible in the preceding treatise®; but, since 3
it is necessary to carry out our examination of the
law in regalar sequenee, let us postpone considera-
tion of particalar laws, which are, so to speak, copies,
and examine first those which are more general and

b &6 the De Opificio. See General Introduction to this
volume, p. ix, note a.
§
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ON ABRAHAM, 47

may be called the originals of those copies. These 4
are sach men as lived good and blameless lives,
whose virtues stand permanently recorded in the
most hely seriptures, not merely to sound their
praises but for the instructien of the reader and as
an inducement o him to aspire to the same; forin 5
these men we have laws endowed with life and
reason® and Moses extolied them for two reasons.
First he wished to shew that the enacted ordinances
are not inconsistent with nature ; and secondly that
those who wish to live in accordance with the laws
ag they stand have no difficult task, seeing that the
first generations before any at all of the particular
statutes was set in writing followed the unwritten
law with perfect ease, se that one might properly
say that the enacted laws are nothing else than
memorials of the life of the ancients, preserving to
a later generation their actual words and deeds.
For they were not scholars or pupils of others, nor 4
did they learn nnder teachers what was right to say
or de : they listened to no voice or instruction but
their own : they gladly accepted conformity with
natare, holding that nature itself was, as indeed
it is, the most venerable of statutes, and thus their
whele life was one of happy obedience to law, They
committed no guilty action of their own free will or
parpose, and where chance led them wrong they
besought Ged’s merey and propitiated Him with
prayers and supplications, and thus secured a perfect
life guided aright in both fields, both in their pre-
meditated actions and in such as were not of freely-
willed purpose,

11, Since,then, the first step towards the possession ¢
of blessings is hepe, and hope like a high road is
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¢ Philo uses ‘‘Chaldaean® as a synonym for Hebrew
frequently in these works, though not in the treafises con-
tained in Vols. L-V.

* Thiz argument, founded on Gen. iv. 26, Lxx * He called
his name Fnos: he hoped to call on the name of the Lord
God ™ (EV, “then began men to call upon the name of the
Lovd ) and on the fact that Enos is a poetical Hebrew term
for “man,” has already been given in substantially the same
form in Quod Det. 138,
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ON ABRAHAM, 7-1¢

constructed and opened up by the virtue-loving soul
in its eagerness to gain true excelience, Moses catled
the first lover of hope “ Man,” thus bestowing on
him as a special favour the name which is common to
the race {for the Chaldean name for Man is Enos), 8
on the grounds that he alone is a true man who
expects good things and rests firmly on comfortable
hopes,? This plainly shows that he regards a de~
sgondent persor: as no man but & beast in human
shape, since he has been robbed of the nearest and -
dearest possession of the human soul, namely hope.
And, therefore, in his wish to give the highest praise g
to the hoper, after first stating that he set his hope
ont the Father and Maker of ali, he adds, * this is
the book of the coming into being of men,” though
fathers and grandfathers had already come into
being. But he held that they were the founders of
the mixed race, but Enos of that from which all
impurity had been strained, in fact of the race which
is truly reasonable. For just as we give the title of 10
* the poet " to Homer in virtue of hiz pre-eminence,
though there are multitudes of poets besides him,
and **the black ' * to the material with which we
write, though everything is black which is not white,
and “ the Archon 74 at Athens to the chief of the
nine archons, the Archon Eponymos, from whose year
of office dates are caleulated, so too Moses gave the
name of man in pre-eminence to him who cherished
hope and left wnnoticed the many others as un-

¢ péhar being the regular word for *ink."

4 The ist Archon was cailled simply & dpyer, the 2nd
Gpxwr Basiheds, the 3rd dpxwr wohéuapyos, the other nine
ferpoférar,  The addition of drdrumes (* who gives his name
to dates,” efe.) seems to be a later use,
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2 8o in Qued Def. 139 that * the hoper is writien in the
book of God™ is deduced from *this is the book of the
generation of men ™ following on Gen. iv. 26, Of course the
phrase introdaces what is coming and begins a fresh pars-

raph, For g similar misunderstanding cf. the treatment of
(mn ii. 4, in Leg. AH. 1 19, and of Gen. vi. 9 in § 3] below.
* Enos as Adam's gremdson would naturally be third, or,

# Abel and Cain are reckoned, fifth. Phile may cbtain the
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ON ABRAHAM, 11-15

worthy to receive the same title. He did 11
well, too, in speaking of the book of the coming into
being of the true man® The word was appropriaie
because the hoper deserves a memorial written not
on pieces of paper which moths shall destroy but in
the undying book of nature where good actions are
registered. Further, if we reckon the I2
generations from the first, the earth-born man, we
shalt find that he, who is ealled by the Chaldeans
Enos and in our tongue Man, is fourth.? Now the 13
number four has been held in high honour by the
other philosophers who devoted themselves to the
study of fmmaterial and eonceptual realities, and
especially by the all-wise Moses who when glorifying
that number speaks of it as ' holy and for praise,”
and why he so calied it has been shewn in the former
ireatise. Holy, oo, and praiseworthy is the hopeful 14
man, just as on the contrary the despondent is unholy
and blameworthy, since in all things he takes fear
for hig evil counsellor; for no two things are more at
eramity with each other, men say, than fear and hope,
and surely that is natural, for each is an expectation,
hope of good, fear on the other hand of evil, and
their natures are irreconcilable and incapable of
agreement, I¥i. Ne more need be said about 18

nuraber he reguires by omitting either Abel, because in Gen,
iv. 25 Seth is spoken of as & substitute for him, or Cain as
accursed. See App. p. 599.

¢ Or " praiseworthy,” See Lev. xix, 24 * In. the fourth
year the fruit shall he holy and aiverés to the Lord,™ In De
Plant. 119, Philo takes aivers (probabliyl' rightly} as meaning
something for which we may praise the Lon{ So, too, in
De Sem. 1. 83, though there it s the fourth year which is
alverés, Here the adjective is applied to the number itseff
and, as the sequel shews, means worthy of praise.

4 Deg Cp. 47 1,

VoL, VE B 1§
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2 Gen. v, 24, The 1xx version * Enoch was well-pleasing
to God, and he was aot found becanse God translated him ™
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ON ABRAHAM, 15-20

the subjeet of hope, set by nature as a door-keeper
at the portals of the royal virtues within, to which
access cannot be gained unless we have frst paid
our respects to her, Great indeed are the efforts
expended both by lawgivers and by laws in every
nation in filling the souls of free men with comfort-
able hopes; but he who gains this virtue of hope-
fulness without being led to it by exhortation or
command has been educated into it by a law which
natare has laid down, & law anwritten yet intuitively
learnt, i
‘The second place after hope is given to repentance
for sins and to improvement, and, therefore, Moses
mentions next in order him who changed from the
worse life to the better, called by the Hebrews Fnoch
but in our language “recipient of grace.” We are
told of him that he proved ** to be pleasing to God and
was not found because God transferred him# " for
transference implies turning and changing, and the
change is to the better because it is brought about
by tﬁe forethought of God. For all that is done
with God's help is excelient and truly profitable, as
slso all that has not His directing care is unprofitable,
And the expression used of the trans-
ferred person, that he was not found, is well zaid,
either because the old reprehensible life is blotted
out and disappears and is no more found, as though
it had never been at all, or because he who is thus
transferred and takes his place in the better class
is naturally hard to find. For evil is widely spread
and thereg(;re known to many, while virtue is rare,

18

18

19

so that even the few cannot comprehend it, Besides, 20

tE.V. ** Enoch walked with God: and he was noty for God
took lim "'} is familiar from Hebrews xi. 5. See App. p, 5897}
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1 &wovploas} so Cohn, but the iext is very doubtful, Some
w38, have érepfdoas ebwoplasy (with variations of order and
speiling), others dwovpidoay or frovpds. The patural sense of
éroupliw (lit. ** direct with a favouring wind **) seems by itself
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ON ABRAHAM, 20-23

the worthless man whese life is one long restlessness .
haunts market-places, theatres, law-courts, couneil-
halls, assemblies, and every group and gathering of
men; his tengue he lets loose for unmeasured, end-
less, indiscriminate talk, bringing chaos and cenfusion
into everything, mixing true with false, fit with unfit,
publie with private, holy with profane, sensible with
absurd, because he has not been trained to that
silence which in season is most excellent. His ears 21
he keeps alert in meddlesome curiosity, ever eager
to learn his neighbour’s sffairs, whether good or bad,
and ready with envy for the former and joy at the
Iatier ; for the worthiess man is a ereature naturally
malicious, 2 hater of good and lover of evil. IV,
The man of worth on the other hand, having acquired 22
& desire for a gquiet life, withdraws from the publie
and loves solitude, and his choice is to be unnoticed
by the many, not because he is misanthropieal, for
he is eminently a philanthropist, but because he has
rejected vice which is welcomed by the multitude
who re‘]ome at what calls for mourning and grieve
where it is well to be glad. And therefore he mostly 23
secludes himself at home and scarcely ever crosses
his threshoid, or else because of the frequency of
visitors he leaves the town and spends his days
in some lonely farm, finding pleasanter society in
these neblest of the whole human race whose bodies
time has turned into dust but the flame of their
virtues is kept alive by the written records which.
have survived them in poetry or in prose and serve

strangé in this context. 1 should prefer to vead dropfidoas
ér’ otpfas (** pricked up and ready to calch any chance™). Tt
iz frue that éropfuifw i5 not used elsewhere with #va, but
dropfudfw I8 severs] times so used by Philo. See further on
Moz, i, 288, .
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ON ABRAHAM, 24-27

to promote the growth of goodness in the soul.  That 24
was why he said that the ** transferred ” was net
found, being hard to find and hard te seek. So he
passes across from ignerance to instructien, from
folly to sound sense, from cowardiee to eourage, from
impiety to pieig, and again from voluptuousness
te self-control, from vaingloriousness to simplicity.
And what wealth is equal in worth to these, or what
possession of royaity or dominion more profitable ?
For in very truth the wealth which is not blind 25
but keen ofysight is abundance of virtues, which con-
sequently we must needs hold to be, in contrast to
the bastard governments falsely so-called, genuine
and equitable sovereignty ruling in justice over ail.

But we must not forget that repentance 26
holds the second place to perfection, just as a change
from sickness to health is second to a body free from
disease ; so, then, unbroken perfection of virtues
stands nearest to divine power, but improvement in
the course of time is the peculiar treasure of & soul
gifted by nature, which does not stay in childish
thoughts but by such as are more robust and truly
manly seeks to gain a cendition of serenity and
pursues the vision of the exeellent.

V. Naturaily, therefore, next to the repentant he 27
sets the lover of virtue and beloved by God, whe in
the Hebrew language is called Noah but in ours
“rest " or ' just,” beth very suitable titles for the
Sage. ‘“Just ” is obviously se, for nothing is better
than justice, the chief among the virtues, who like
the fairest maiden of the dance holds the highest
place. But “rest’ is appropriate alse, since its op-
posite, unnatural movement.® proves to be the cause
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ON ABRAHAM, 27-81

of turmoil and confusion and factions and wars, Such
movement is songht by the worthless, while a hife
which is calm, serene, tranquil and peaceful to boot is
the object of those who have valued nobility of con-
duct, He shews consistency, too, when he 28
gives to the seventh day, which the Hebrews call
sabbath, the name of rest; not, as some think, because
the multitude abstained after six days from their
usnal tasks, but because in truth the number seven,
bothin the world and in ourselves, is always free from
factions and war and quarrelling and is of all numbers
the most peaceful, This statement is attested by 29
the faculties within us, for six ® of them wage cease-
less and continuous war on land and sea, namely the
five senses and speech, the former in their craving
for the objects of sense, deprivation of which Is
painful to thero, speech because with unbridled
mouth it perpetually gives utterance where silence

is due. But the seventh faculty is that of the 30
dominant mind, which, after triumphing over the
six and returning victorious through its superior
strength, welcomes solitude and rejoices in its own
society, feeling that it needs no other and is com-
pletely suffieient for itself, and then released from
the cares and concerns of mortal kind gladly accepts

a life of calmness and serenity,

VI: So highly does Moses extol the lover of virtue 31
that when he gives his genealogy he does not, as ke
usuaily does in other cases, make a list of his grand-
fathers, great-grandfathers and ancestors in the male
and female line, but of certain virtunes, and this is

% Hlsewhere, when Philo’s argnment requires i, the facul-
ties, excluding mind, are seven by the addition of repro-
duction {rd yoruor), De Op. 117, De Mut, 111,
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* Gen. vi 9, of. Guod Deus 117,
bieMa mam, a just ope.” As the Greek adjective needs
no substantive expressed, dvfpwnros, which would be otherwise
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ON ABRAHAM, 31-87

little less than a direct assertion that a sage has no
honse or kinsfolk or country save virtues and virtuous
actions ; " for these,” he says, ** are the generations of
Noah. Noah, a man just and perfect in his genera-
tion, was well-pleasing to Ged.” ¢ But we must not 32
fail to note that in this passage he gives the name of
man not according to the common form of speech, to
the mortal animal endowed with reason, but to the
man who is man pre-eminently, who verifies the name
by having expelled from the sou} the untamed and
frantic passions and the truly beast-like vices. Here 33
isaproof. After “man’ he adds " just,” implying by
the combination? that the unjust iz no man, or more
properly speaking a beast in human form, and that
the follower after righteousness alone is man.

He says, too, that Nosh became “ perfect,” thereby 34
shewing that he acquired net one virtue but all, and
havingaequired ther continued toexercise eachas op-
portunities allowed. And as he erowns him 35
as victor in the contest, he gives him further distine-
tion by a proclamation couched in words of splendid
praise, " he was weli-pleasing to God.” What better
thing then this has nature fo give ? What elearer
proof can there be of nobility of life 2 For, if those
who have been ill-pleasing to God are ill-fated,
happy most surely are those whose lot it is to be well-
pleasing to God, VII. But Moses makes 36
a good point when, after praising him as possessed of
all these virtues, he adds that he was perfect in his
generation, thus shewing he was not good abeolutely
but in comparison with the men of that time. For gy

superflrous, must have a special emphasis, Assuming, as
Philo does, that the Lxx follows the usage of classical Greel,
the argument has some weight,
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ON ABRAHAM, s7-41

we shall shortly find him mentioning other sages
whose virtue was unchsllenged, who are not con-
trasted with the bad, who are adjudged worthy of
approval and precedence, not because they were
better than their contemporaries but because they
possessed a happily-gifted nature and kept it un-
perverted, who did not have to shun evil courses or
indeed come into contact with them at all, but
attained pre-eminence in practising that excellence
of words and deeds with which they adorned their
lives, The highest admiration, then, is due to those 38
in whorm the ruling impulses were of free and noble
birth, who accepted the exceilent and just for their
own selves and not in jmitation of or in opposition to
others. But admiration is also due to him who stood
apart from his own generation and conformed him-
self to none of the aims and aspirations of the many.
He will win the second prize, though the first will be
awarded by nature fo those others. Yet great alsois 39
the second prize in itself, for how could anything fail to
be great and worthy of our efforts whichGod offers and
gives ? And the clearest proof of this is
the exceeding magnitude of the bounties which Noah
obtained. That time bore its harvest of iniguities, and 40
every country and nation and city and household and
every private individual was filled with evil practices ;
one and ail, as though in & race, engaged in rivalry
pre-witled and premeditated for the first places in
sinfuiness, and put all possible zeal into the conten-
tion, each one pressing on to exceed his neighbour ir
magnitude of vice and leaving nothing undone which
couid lead to a guilty and accursed life. VIIIL
Nataraily this roused the wrath of God, to think that 41
man, who seemed the best of all living ereatures,
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¢ Lxx Gen. vil. 11 “ the fountains of the abyss were broken
up.” By the Hebrew word transizted in the zxx by ddveses
is understood the * ocearn which both encireled the world,
and occupied the vast hollows beneath the earth ™ (Drlver)
Philo seems to represent the first part of this conception by
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ON ABBAHAM, 41-44

who had been judged worthy of kinship with Him
because he shared the gift of reason, had, instead of
practising virtue as he should, shewn zeal for vice
and for every particular form of it. Aecordingly He
appointed the penalty which fitted their wickecﬁ'}&is
He determined to destroy all those who were then
alive by a delnge, not only those who dwelt in the
plains and jower lands, but also the inhabitants of
the highest mountains. For the great deep® rose on 42
high as it had never risen before, and gathering its
force rushed through its outlets into the seas of our
parts, and the rising tides of these flooded the istands
and continents, while in quick succession the streams
from the perennial fountains and from the rivers
spring-fed or winter-torrents pressed on to join each
other and mounted upwards to a vast height. Nor 43
was the air still, for 2 deep unbroken cloud covered
the heaven, and there were monstrous blasts of wind
and crashings of thunder and flashings of lightning
and downfall of thunderboits, while the rainstorms
dashed down ceaselessly, so that one might think
that the different parts of the universe were hurry-
ing to be resolved into the single element of water,
until, as in one form it rushed down from above and
in another rose up from below, the streams were
lifted on high, and thus not only the plaing and low-
lands were submerged and lost to sight, but even the
peaks of the highest mountaing. For all parts of the 44
earth sank below the water, so that it was entirely
carried away as though b{r violenee, and the world
seemed prutiated by the loss of a preat section, its
completeness and perfection destroyed and defaced,

*the great sea or deep,” and the second by the * perennial
fountains.™
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ON ABRAHAM, 4447

a thing teo tervible for words or even for thoughts,
Indeed even the air, except & small pertion be]gong--
ing to the moon, had been completely made away
with, vanquished by the rush and vielence of the
water which perforee occupied its place. Then 45
indeed at once all crops and trees peiished, for ex-
cessive quantity of water is as destructive as the lack
of it, and the numberless herds of animals died, tame
and wild alike ; for it was te be expected that if the
highest kind, the human, was annihilated none of the
inferior kinds would be left, since they were made
for man’s needs, as slaves in a sense meant to obey
their masters’ orders. When ali these 46
evils, so many and so vast, had burst upon the world
in the downpour whieh that oecasion brought, and
the unnatural convulsion had shaken all its paris save
the heavenly as with a grievous and deadly plague,
one house alone, that of the man called just and
dear to God, was preserved. Thus he received two
gifts of the highest kind--one that, as I have
seid, he did not perish with the rest, the other
that he should be in his turn the founder of a new
race of men. For God deemed him worthy to be
both the last and the first of our kind—Ilast of those
who lived .before the flood and first of those who
lived after it. .

IX., Such was he who wag best of his contern- 47
porarieg, and such were the prizes awarded to him,
the nature of which is made clear in holy writ. Now
the three mentioned above, whether we think of
them as men or types of soul, form a series of regular
gradation : the perfect man is complete from the
first; the transferred stands half-way,since he devoted
the earlier part of his life to-vice but the latter to
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ON ABRAHAM, 47-5%

virtue to which he passed over and migrated; the
heper, as his very name shews, is defective inasmuch
as though he always desired the excellent he has not
yet been able to attain to if, but resembles sailors
eager to put into port, who yet remain at sea unable
to reach their haven,

X. S0 now we have explained the first trinity of 48
those who yearn for virtue ; but greater is the second
trinity of which we have now to speak, 'The first we
may compare to the studies of children, but the
latter to the exercises of athletes who are preparing
for games which are really sacred,® men who despise
bedily training but foster robustness of soul in their
desire for victory over their antagonists, the passions.
How each of these differed from the others while 49
pressing on to one and the same goal will be deseribed
in detail later; but there is something to be said
about them. taken as a whole which must not be
omitted,  We find that these three are all of one 50
house and one family. The last is the son of the
second and grandson to the first. All alike are God-
lovers and God-beloved, and their affection for the true
God was returned by Him, Who deigned, as His utter-
ances shew, in recognition of their high and life-long
virtues to make them partners in the title which He
took, for He united them by joining His special name 51
to theirs and calling Himself by one combined of the
three. “Tor this,” He said, ““is my eternal name b
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God
of Jacob, " relative instead of absolute,cand surely that

e In contrast to the falsely cailed * holy ™ ga.mes of the
Greeks: of, De Agr, 116 f.

b Ex iil, 15, ¢f. De Mut. 12 £,

¢ See App. p. 597,
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ON ABRAHAM, 51-55

is natural. God indeed needs no name; yet, though
He needed it not, He nevertheless vouchsafed to give
to humankind 2 name of Himself suited to them, that
so men might be able to take refuge in prayers and
supplications and not be deprived of comforting hopes.,
XI1. These words do indeed appear to 52
apply to men of holy life, but they are also statements
about an order of things which is not so apparent but
is far superior to the order which is perceived by the
senses, Forthe holy word seems to be searching into
types of soul, all of them of high worth, one which
pursues the good through teaching, one through
nature and one through practice. The first called
Abraham, the second Isaac and the third Jacob, are
symbols of virtue acquired respectively by teaching,
nature and practice. But indeed we must not fail 53
to note that each possesses the three qualities, but
gets his name from that which chiefly predominates
inhim ; for teaching cannot be consummated without
nature or practice, nor is nature capable of reaching
its zenith witheut learning and practising, nor
practice either unless the foundation of nature and
teaching has first been laid. Very properly, then, 54
Mases thus associated these three together, nominally
men, but reslly, as I have said, virtues—teaching,
nature, practice. Another name is given to them
by men, who call them the Graces, also three in
mmmber ; either because these values are a gift of
God’s grace to our kind for perfecting its life, or
because they have given themselves to the reasonable
soul as a perfeéct and most excellent gift. Thus the
eternal name revealed in his words is meant to in-
dicate the three said values rather than actual men,
For the nature of man is perishable, but that of 58
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ON ABRAHAM, 55-59

virtue is imperishable. And it is more reasonable
that what is eternal should be predicated of the
imperishable than of the mortal, since imperishable-
ness is akin to eternality, while death is at enmity
with it.

XII. There is another thing which we must not fail
to know : while Moses represented the first man, the
earth-born, as father of all that were born up to the
deluge, and Noah who with all his house alone sur-
vived that great destruetion because of his justice
and exeelient character in other ways as the father
of the new race which would spring up afresh, the
oracles speak of this august and precious trinity as
parent of one species of that race, which species is
called *“‘royal” and “ priesthood”™ and *‘holy
nation.”# Its high position is shewn by the name
for the nation is called in the Hebrew tongue Israel,
which, being interpreted, is *“ He who sees God."”
Now the sight of the eyes is the most excellent of all
the senses, sinee by it alone we apprehend the most
excellent of existing things, the sun and the moon and
the whole heaven and world; but the sight of the
mind, the dominant element in the soul, surpasses all
the other faculties of the mind, and this is wisdom
which is the sight of the understanding.® Buthe to
whom it is given not only to apprehend by means of
knowledge ali else that nature has to shew, but also
to see the Father and Maker of all, may rest assured
that he is advanced to the crowning point of happi-
ness 3 for nothing is higher than God, and whoso has
stretched the eyesight of the soul to reach Him should
pray that he may there abide and stand firm ; for
journeys uphill are toilsome and slow, but the down-
hili course where one is swept along rather than

83
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ON ABRAHAM, 59-68

descends is swift and most easy. And many are the
forces which weuld bear us down, yet none of them
avail when God sefs the soul suspended fo Hig
potencies and with a mightier atiraction draws it to
Himself,

XIH. So much for what was needed by way of 6o

preliminary discnssion on the three in common,
We must now speak of the superior merits shewn by
each separately, beginning with the first. Abraham,
then, filied with zeal for piety, the highest and greatest
of virtues, was eager to follow God and to be obedient.
to His commands ; understanding by commands not
only those conveyed in speech and writing but also
those made manifest by nature with clearer signs,
and apprehended by the sense which is the most

truthful of ali and superior o hearing, en which no -
certain reliance ean be placed. For anyone who g

contemplates the order in nature and the constitution
enjoyed by the world-city whose excellence no words
can describe, needs no speaker to teach him to
practise a law-abiding and peaceful life.and %0 aim
at assimilating himself to its beauties, But the
clearest proofs of his piety are those which the hely
seriptures contain, and the first ‘which should be
mentioned is that which comes first in order. XV,

Under the foree of an oracle ® which bade him leave g2

his country and kinsfolk and seek a new home,
thinking that quickness in execating the command
was as good ad full accomplishment, he hastened
eagerly to obey, not.as though he were leaving home.
for a strange land but rather as returning from amid

strangers to his home. - Yet who else would be likely g3

Lord had said," as against the B.V. ' the Lord said,” Philo

may have implied the same from Gen, xv, .. Of. Actsvil. 2. "
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ON ABRAHAM, 63-66

to be so firm and unmoved of purpose as not to
yield and succumb to the charms of kinsfolk and
eountry ¥ The desire of these may be said to be born
and grow with each of us and is a part of our nature
as much as or even more than the parts which unite
to make the whole. And this is attested by the 64
legislators who have appointed banishment as the
penalty second only to death for those who have
been convicted of the greatest crimes, though indeed,
in my opinion, it is notsecond to death, if truth gives
its verdiet, but rather a far heavier punishment, since
death ends our troubles but banishment is not the
end but the beginning of other new misfortunes and
entails in place of the one death which puts an end
to paing a thounsand deaths in which we do not lose
sensation. Some men go on voyages for trading 65
purposes in their desire for making money or on
embassies or in their love of culture fo see the sights
of a foreign land. These are subjeet to influences
driving them to stay abroad, in some cases financial
geins, in others the chanece of benefiting their country,
when oeccasion offers, in its most vital and important
interests, in others acquiring knowledge of things
which they did not know before and thus providing at
once pleasure and profit to the soul, for the stay-at-
home is to the travelled as the blind are to the keen-
sighted. Yet all these are eager to see and salute
their native soil, and to greet their familiars and
to have the sweet and most desired enjoyment of
beholding their kinsfolk and friends. And often
when they find the business for which they left
home protracting itself they abandon it, drawn by
the constraining desire for their own belongings.
But Abraham, the moment he was 66
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ON ABRAHAM, 66-69

bidden, departed with a few or even alone, and his
emigration was one of soul rather than bedy, for the
heavenly love overpowered his desire for mortal
things. And so taking no thought for anything, 67
either for his fellow-clansmen, or wardemen, or
schoolmates, or comrades, or blood relations on
father’s or mother’s side, or country, or ancestral
cugtoms, or comrounity of nurture or home life, all
of them ties possessing & power to allure and attract
which it is hard #o throw off, he followed a free and
unfettered impulse and departed with ali speed first
from Chaldea, a land at that time biessed by fortune
and at the height of Hs prosperity, and migrated to
Haran; then not long aftérwards he left this too
for another place, about which we shall speak after
deeling with something else to which I now proceed.®
XV. The migrations as set forth by the literal text 68
of the scriptures are made by a man of wisdom,
but aecording te the laws of allegory by a virtue-
loving sounl in its search for the true God. For the gg
Chaldeans were especially active in the elaboration of
astrofogy and ascribed everything to the movements
of the stare. They supposed that the course of the
phenomena of the world is guided by influences
contained in numbers and numerical proportions,
Thus they glorified visible existence, leaving out of
consideration’ the intelligible and invisible, But
while exploring numerical order as applied to the
revolution of the sun, moon and ether planets and
fixed stars, and the changes of the yearly seasons
and the interdependence of phenomena in heaven
and on earth, they concluded that the world itself

¢ Gen, xi. 31 and xii &, - For the meaning of * another
place ™ see on § 85, :
29
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¢ The allegorical meaning of Haran is given more fally
and clearly in De Mig, 176 f, and De Som. i. 41 ff. Haran
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ON ABRAHAM, 69-73

was God, thus profanely likening the created to the
Creator, In this creed Abraham had been reared, 10
and for a leng time remained a Chaldean. Then
opening the soul’s eye as though after profound sleep,
and beginning to see the pure beam instead of the
deep darkness, he followed the ray and discerned
what he had net beheld before, a charioteer and pilot
presiding ever the weorld and directing in safety his
own wori, assuming the charge and superintendence
of that work and of all such parts of it as are worthy
of the divine care. And so to establish mere firmly 71
in hiz understanding the sight which had been
revealed to him the Iioly Word follows it up by saying

to him, “Friend, the great is often known by its
outlines as shown in the smaller, and by lecking at
them the observer finds the scope of his vision in-
finitely enlarged. Dismiss, then, the rangers of the
heavens and the seience of Chaldea, and depart for

a short time from the greatest of cities, this world,
to the lesser, and thus you will be better able to
apprehend the overseer of the AIL"

This is why he is said to emigrate first from the land of 72
Chaldea to that of HHaran.® XVI. Now Harah in our
language means “ holes,” a symbol for the seats of
our senses through which each of them naturally
peers as through orifices to apprehend what belongs
to it. Yet what use, we might ask, would they be if 73
the invisible mind were not there like a juggler to
prompt its faculties, sometimes relaxing and giving

being the place of sense-perception is the bodily tenement of
the mind (De Afig. 187), and therefore stands for Socratic
self-knowledge as o whole in contrast to astrological specula-
tion. It thus gives the conviction that there is & higher
power than mind and thus leads to the second migration
from self-knowledge to knowledge of God.
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4 Gen. xil. 7. Buithis“ appearance™ comes when Abraham
is in Canagn. If Philo is following Genesis carefully the
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them a free rein, sometimes foreibly puiling and
jerking them back, and thus causing its puppets at
one time to move in harmony, at another to rest?
With this example in yourself you will easily appre-
hend that which you se earnestly desire to know.
For it cannot be that while in yourself there is a mind 74
appointed as your ruler which all the community of
the body cbeys and each of the senses follows, the
world, the fairest, and greatest and most perfect
work of all, of which everyt‘hmg else is a part, is
without a kmg who helds it together and directs it
with justice. That the king is invisible need not
cause you to wonder, for neither is the mind in your-
self visible. Anyone who reflects on these things and 75
learns from no distant source. but from one near at
hand, namely himself and what makes him what he
is, will know for certain that the world is not the
primal God but 2 work of the primal God and Father
of all Whe, though invisible, yet brings ail things to
light, revealing the natures on great and small.  For 76
He did not deem it right to be apprehended by the
eyes of the body, perhaps because it was contrary to
holiness that the mortal should touch the eternal,
perhaps too because of the weakness of our sight.
For our sight could not have berne the rays that pour
from Him that 18, since it is not even able $o look
upon the beams of the sun. XVII. We have a very 77
clear proof of the mind’s migration from astrology
and the Chaldean creed in the words which follow at
onee the story of the departure of the Sage. * God,”
it says, ' was seen by Abraham."”¢ This shews that
God was not manifested {o him before, when in his

werardrraoy must embrace both migrations.  But the sequel
suggests that he mistakenly assigns if to the Haran period.
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Chaldean way he was fixing his thoughts on the
choric movement of the stars with no apprehension
at all of an harmonious and intelligible opder of
things outside the world and the sphere of sense.
But when he had departed and changed his habita- 78
tion he could not help but know that the world
is not sovereign but dependent, not governing but

overned by its Maker and First Cause. And this

is mind then saw for the first time with its re-
covered sight. For before a great mist had been 78
shed upon it by the things of sense, and only with
difficulty could it dispel this mist under the warmth
and fervour of higher verities and so be able as in
clear open sky to receive the vision of Him Whe so
long lay hidden and invisible, He in Hie love for
mankind, when the soul came inte His presence, did
not turn away His face, but came forward to meet
him and revealed His nature, so far as the beholder’s
power of sight allowed. That is why we are told not 80
that the Sage saw God, but that God was seen by
him. ¥or it were impossible that anyene should by
himself apprehend the truly Existent, did not He
reveal and manifest Himself,

XVIII. Whathasbeensaid is attested by the altera- 81
tion and change in his name, for his original name
was Abram, but afterwards he wasz addressed as
Abraham.2 To the ear there was but a duplication
of one letter, alpha, but in fact and in the truth con-
veyed this duplication shewed a change of great
importance. Abram is by interpretation * upiifted 82
father 3 Abraham, * elect father of sound.” The
former signifies one called astrologer and meteoro-

4 Gen, xvil 8 Feor the interpretation of Abram and
Abraham {Greek Abraam) ¢ft De Cher, 4, 1, De Gig. 62, 64,
De Mur. 68,
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logist, one who takes care of the Chaldean tenets as
a father would of his children. The latter signifies 83
the Sage, for he uses " sound " as a figure for spoken
thought and “ father ” for the ruling mind, since the
inward thought is by its nature father of the uttered,
being senior to it, t{e secret begetter of what it has
to say. “ Fleet” signifies the man of worth, for the
worthless character is random and confused, while
the good is elect, chosen out of all for his merits.
Now to the meteorologist nothing at all seems 84
greater than the universe, and he eredits it with the
eausation of what comes into being. But the wise
man with more discerning eyes sees something more
perfect perceived by mind, something which rules
and governs, the master and pilot of all else. And
therefore he blames himself severely for his former
life, feeling that all his years have been passed in
blindness with ne staff to support him but the world
of sense, which is by its nature an insecure and
unstable thing. The second migration 85
which the man of worth undertakes, again in obedi-
ence to an oracle, is not as before from state to state
but into a desert country in which he centinued to
wander, never eomplaining of the wandering or the
insecurity which it caused.® Yet who else would not 86
have felt it a burden not only to be severed from his
own country, but also to be driven out of all city life
inte pathless tracts where the traveller could hardly
find a way ? Who would net have turned his eourse
and hurried back homeward, paying little regard to
future hopes, but eager to escape his present hard-
ships, and thinking it foily to choose admitted evil

Canaan and fastens on the ultimate goal-—the wilderness, as
a symbol of the solitude of the mystie.
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ON ABRAHAM, 87-91

for the sake of uncertain good ! Yet he alone ap- 87
pears to have had feelings the opposite of these, and
to have thought that no life was so pleasant as one
lived without association with the multitude. And
that is patural, for those whe seek God and yearn
to find Him love the solitude which is dear to Him,
and in this way first of all hasten fo make themselves
like His blessed and happy nature. Se in a8
both our expositions, the literal ag applied to the man
and the allegorical as applied to the soul, we have
shewn both man and soul to be worthy of our affec-
tion. We have shewn how the man in obedience to
divine cornmands was drawn away from the stubborn
held of his associations and how the mind did not
remain for ever deceived nor stand rooted in the
realm of sense, nor suppose that the visible world was
the Almighty and Primal God, but using its reason
sped upwards and turned its gaze upon the intel-
ligible order which is superior to the visible and upon
Hirn who is maker and ruler of both alike.

XIX. This is the opening of the story of the friend gg
of Geod, and it is followed by actions which call for
anything but conterapt. But their greatness is not
clear to everyone, but only to those who have tasted
virtue and who recognize the greatness of the good
things which belong to the sounl and therefore are wont
to deride those which win the admiration of the multi-
tade. God, then, approving of the action just re- g0
lated, at once rewards the man of worth with a great
gift ; for when his marriage way threatened through
the designs of a licentious potentate, God kept it
safe and unharmed. 9The occasion which led up to 91
the attempted outrage originated in the following
way. There had been a failure of the crops for a
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considerable period, at one time through a great and
excessive rainfail, at another through drought and
stormy weather ; and the cities of Syria, hard pressed
through continual famine, were stripped of their in-
habitants who scattered in different directions to seek
for food and to procure necessities. Abraham, then, 92
learning that there was a rich and abundant supply
of corn in Bgypt, where the river by its seasonal
flooding had turned the plains into pools, and well-
tempered winds had produced and fostered a fine
growth of corn, set off thither with his whele house-
hoid. He had a wife distinguished greatly for her 93
goodness of soul and beauty of body, in which she
surpassed all the women of her time. When the
chief people of Egypt saw her and admired her
heauty, since the highly placed leave nothing
unobserved, they told the king. He sent for the 84
woman, and, marking her surpassing comeliness,
paid Httle regard to decency or the laws enacted to
shew respeet to strangers, but gave rein to his licence
and determined nominally to take her in marriage,
but in reality to bring her to shame. She whoina 95
foreign country was at the mercy of a licentious and,
cruel-hearted despot and had no one to protect her,
for her husband was helpless, menaced as he was by
the terror of stronger powers, joined hinx in feeing
for refuge to the last remaining championship, that
of God. And God, Who is kindly and mereiful and 96
shields the wronged, had pity for the strangess and
piied the king with almost intolerable pains and
grievous penaities. He filled him body and soul with
ail manner of scarce curable plagues. All appetite
for pleasure was eradieated and replaced by visita-
tions of the opposite kind, by cravings for release
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from the endless tortures which night and day
haunted and racked him almost to death. The whole 97
household, too, shared the punishment with him,
since none had shewn indignation at the outrage, but
all by consenting were almost accomplices in the mis-
deed. Thus the chastity of the woman was pre- o8
served, while the nobility and piety of the man was
evidenced by Ged, Whe deigned to grant him this
signal been, that his marriage, which would have
been in almost immediate danger of vielation, should
remain free from harm and outrage, that marriage
from which was to issue not & family of a few sons
and daughters, but a whole nation, and that the
nation dearest of all te Geod, which, as I hold, has
received the gift of priesthood and prophecy on
behalf of all mankind.

XX. I have alse heard some natural philosophers® 99
wheo took the passage allegorically, not without good
reason. They said that the husband was a figure for
the good mind, judging by the meaning given for
Interpretation of this name that it stood for a good
digposition of soul, The wife, they said, was virtue,
her name being in Chaldean Sarah butin our language
& sovereign lady,? beeause nothing is more sovereign
or dominant than virtue. Now in a marriage where 100
the unien is brought about by pleasure, the partner-
ship is between body and body, but in the marriage
made by wisdom it is between thoughts which seek
purification and perfect virtues, Now the two kinds
of marriage are directly opposed te each other. For 101
in the bodily marriage the male sows the seed and the

of. De Post. T vhr &' d\vyyeplas 8802 ooy Hihgy dedpdey,
and De HMut, 62 ¢vowhoyoivres, See further App. p. 597.
¥ Of, De Cher, B, De Mut. 77,
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female receives it on the other hand in the matings
within the soul, though virtue seemingly ranks as wife,
her natural function is to sow good counsels and excel-
lent words and to inculeate tenets truly profitable to
tife, while thought, though held fo take the place of
the husband, receives the holy and divine sowings.
Perhaps however the statement ® above is a mistake
due to the deceptiveness of the nouns, since in the
actuaiwordsemployed volishasthemaseuline ,and dpers)
the feminine form. And if anyone is willing to divest
facts of the terms which obseure them and observe
them in their nakedness in a clear light he will under-
stand that virtue is male, since it causes movement
and affects conditions and suggests noble conceptions
of noble deeds and words, while thought is female,
being moved and trained and helped, and in general
belonging to the passive category, which passivity is

102

its sole means of preservation. XXI. Allmen, then, 103

even the most worthless, professedly honour and
admire virtue so far as outward appearance goes, bui
only the worthy practise its injunetions. And so the
king of Egypt, under which figure is symbolized the
mind which loves the body, acts a part as in a theatre
and assumes a counterfeited fellowship, he, the
licentious with chastity, the profligate with self-con-

tral, the unjust with justice, and in his desire to carn .

a good repute with the multitude invites virtue to join
him. Seeing this, God the surveyor, since He alone
can scan the soul, hates and rejeets the sham character
and submits it to the test of most painful tortures.
What are the ingtruments of these tortures ' Surely
the different parts of virtue which enter in and plague

@ {.¢. that virtue is wife, and mind husband; bat see App.
pp. 507-598,
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and wound him grievously? For greediness is tortured

by frugal eontentment and lewdness by continence.
And so the vainglorious is racked when simplicity
prevails, and the unjust when justice is praised, TFor 108
it is impossible for the single soul to have for its tenant
two hostile natures, vice and virtue, and therefore
when they meet factions and wars are set on foot
incapable of truce or reconciliation. And yet virtue’s
nature is most peaceable, and she is careful, so they
say, to test her own strength before the conflict, so
that if she is able to contend to the end she may take
the field, but if she finds her strength too weak she
may shrink from entering the contest at all.  For viee 108
feels no disgrace indefeat, since ill-repute is congenital

to her, but to virtue it is a reproach, for nearest and
dearest to her is good fame which makes it natural
for her to be victorious or at least to keep herself
undefeated.

XXII. ] have described the inhospitality and 16%
licentiousness of the Egyptians, Turning to the
vietim of this outrage, we may well admire his kind-
ness of heart, When at noon he saw three travellers
in the form of men, for their diviner nature was not
a?parent to him, he ran to them and earnestly begped
of thern not to pass his tent but to enter as was fitting
and partake of hospitality, But they, knowing, not
so much by his words as by the feeﬁng he showed,
that he spoke the truth, assented withou? hesitation.
And he, Eis soul fuli of joy, was eager to carry out 108
the reception without delay, and said to his wife:

“ Hasten and bake three measures of eakes in the
ashes.” Meanwhile he himself hurried to the stalls
and brought & tender and well-fed calf which he gave
to the servant who killed it and dressed # with ali 109
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ON ABRAHAM, 106-118

gpeed. Fer in a wise man’s house no one is slow in
showing kindness ; but women and men, slaves and
free, are fuli of zeal to do service fo their guests, After 110
feasting net so much on the viands prepared for them

as on the goodwill of their host, and on this example

of a great and unbounded generosity, they presented
him with a reward surpassing his hopes, by promising
him the birth of a son bern in wedlock. And this
promise, which was to be made good in the next year,
was given through one, and that the highest, of the
three. For wise refinement demanded that all should
not speak together at once but rather that one should
speak and the others shew assent. But to Abraham 111
and Sarah the thing seemed incredible, and therefore
they did not pay serious regard even to the promises

of the three. YTor as they had passed the years of
parenthood their great age had made them despair

of the birth of a son. So the seripture says that the 112
wife first laughed at the words and afterwards when
they said, * Is anything impossible with God ? 7’ was
ashamed and denied her laughter, for she knew that

all things were possible with God, a truth which she
had learnt long ago, and even from the cradie. It 113
was then, I think, that she first saw in the strangers
before her a different and grander aspect, that of
prophets or angels, transfermed from their spiritual
and soul-like natyre into human shape.?

XXIH. We have deseribed Abraham's hospitality 114
which was but a by-product of a greater virtue. That
virtue is piety, of which we have spoken before, and
it is quite elearly seen in this story, even if we think
of the strangers as men. Some may feel that the 115

Genesis to fear. Otherwise Philo here gives the natura
interpretation of the incident. See note on § 206. :
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ON ABRAHAM, 115-118

house must have been happy and blessed in which
such an event as this teek place, that wise men halted
there and made a stay who would not have deigned
even to look inside ify they saw anything hopelessly
wrong in the souls of the inmates. And, if this is so,
I do not know how to express the vast happiness and
blessedness of that house where angels did not shrink
from halting and receiving hospitality from men—
angels, these holy and divine beings, the servitors and
lieutenants of the primal Ged whom He employs as
ambassaders to announce the predictions wEich He
wills to make to our race, For how could they have 116
brought themselves to enter at all if they had not
known that all the household, like a well ordered
crew, was obedient to a single call from him whe
steered them Bke a pilot? And how should they
have given ground for the idea that they feasted and
received hospitality unless they thought that the giver
of the feast was their kinsman and feilow-servant
who had sought refuge with their master? Indeed
we must suppose that at their entrance all parts of
the house advanced stilt further in goodness and felt
seme breath of the inspiration of perfect virtue. The 137
conduct of the meal was such as it should be. The
guests showed to their entertainer the frank sim-
plicity of a festive gathering. Their manner in
addressing him was unreserved, and their converse
suited to the cecasien. It is a marvel indeed that 118
though they neither ate nor drank they gave the
appearance of both eating and drinking. But that
is 2 secondary matter; the first and greatest wonder
ig that, though incorporeal, they assumed human

@ See App. p. 598,
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ON ABRAHAM, 118-122

form to do kindness to the man of worth. For why
was this miracle worked save to cause the Sage to
perceive with clearer vision that the Father did not
fail to recognize his wisdom?

XXIV. Here we may leave the literal exposition 119
and begin the allegorical. Spoken words contain
symbols of things apprehended by the nnderstanding
only. When,then, as at noon-tide God shines around
the soul, and the light of the mind 8lis it through and
through and the shadows are driven from it by the
rays which pour all around it, the single object
presents to it a triple vision, one representing the
reality, the other two the shadows reflected from it.
Our life in the light which our senses perceive gives
us a somewhat similar experience, for objects stand-
ing or moving often cast two shadows at once. No 130
one, however, should think that the shadows can be
properly spoken of as God. To call them so is loose
speaking, serving merely to give a clearer view of
the fact which we are explaining, since the real truth
is otherwise. Rather, az anyone who has approached 121
nearest to the fruth would say, the central place
is held by the Father of the Universe, Who in the
sacred seriptures is ealled He that 38 as His proper
name, while on either side of Him sre the senior
potencies, the nearest to Him, the creative and the
kingly. The title of the former is God,* since it
made and ordered the All; the title of the latter
is Lord, since it is the fundamental right of the
maker to rule and conirel what he hay brought into
being. So the ceniral Being with each of His pot- 122

* Evidently an allusion to the accepted derivation of feds
from ritnm. CF De Cowf, 137 Sovaps xaf’ fiv B0pre xal
Swerdfare 74 wdrra zéehnrac drduws feds, where érdums shews
thatan etymology is intended (see note}.  CF. also De Mut. 29.
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ON ABRAHAM, 122-125

encies as His squire presents to the mind which has
vision the appearance sometimes of one, sometimes
of three : of one, when that mind is highly purified
and, passing beyond not merely the multiplicity of
other numbers, but even the dyad which is next to
the unit, presses on to the ideal form which is free
from mixture and complexity, and being self-con-
tained needs nothing more ; of three, when, as yet
uninitiated into the highest mysteries, it is still a
votary only of the minor rites and unable to appre-
hend the Existent alone by Itself and apart from all
else, but only through Its actions, as either creative
or ruling, This is, as they say, a ' second best 123
voyage® '} yet all the same there is in it an element
of a way of thinking such as God approves. But the
former state of mind has not merely an element. Itis
in itself the divinely-approved way, or ratherit is the
truth, higher than a way of thinking, more precious
than anything which is merely thought. - But
it would be well to state the point in 2 more familiar
guise. XXV. There are three classes of human 124
temperaments, each of them so constituted that the
vision presents itself in one of the three ways above-
mentioned. To the best class it presents itself in
the middie form, that of the essentially existent ; to
the next best, in that which stands on the right, the
beneficent, which bears the name of God: to the
third, in that on the left, the governing, which
is called Lord, Temperaments of the last kind 125
worship the solely Self-existent and nothing can
make them swerve from this, because they are
subject to the single attraction which leads them
to honour the one. Of the other two types, one
ig introduced and made known to the I;;ther by
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ON ABRAHAM, 125-180
the beneficial, the other by the kingly potency.

My meaning ie something as follows : }26

men, when they see others approaching them under
profession of friendship, in fuest of advantages to
be gained from them, look askance and turn away 3
they fear that counterfeited adulation and suavity
which they regard as exceedingly pernicious. But
God cannot suffer injury, and therefore He gladly
invites all who set themselves to honour Him under
any form whatsoever, and in His eyes none such
deserves rejection. Indeed one might almost say
that to those whose souls have ecars God speaks
plainly as follows ¢ My first prizes will be set apart
for those who honour Me for Myself alone, the
second to those whe honour Me for their own sakes,
either hoping to win blessings or expecting to obtain
remission of punishments, since, though their worship
is for reward and not disinterested, yet ali the same
its range lies within the divine precinets and does not
stray outside. But the prizes set aside for those
who honour Me for Myself will be gifts of friend-
ship; to these whose motive is self-interest they do
not show friendship but that I do not count them as
aliens., For I accept both him who wishes to enjoy
My beneficial power and thus partake of blessings
and him who propitiates the dominance and authority
of the master to avoid chastisement. For I know weil
that they will net only not be worsened, but actually
bettered‘: through the persistence of their worship
and through practising piety pure and undefiled.
For, however different are the cgaracters which pro-
duce in them the impulses to do My pleasure, no
charge shall be brought against them, since they
have one aim and object, to serve Me,”
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* Cohn suspects duwdpe, needlessly, I think. No doubt
Surdue is properly opposed o oleig or érrehexeig. CF. De Op,
47, Leg. All ). 61, But the statement here is that the wslon
of one is the reality which lies behind the vision of three,
Actuaily a parracin can only be of that which appears.
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ON ABRAHAM, 131-154

That the triple vision is in reality ¢ a vision of a single 131
object is clear not merely from the principles of
allegory but from the literal text which contains the
following account, When the Sage supl:;]iicates the 132
three seeming travellers to accept his hospitality,
he discourses with them as though they were one
and not three. He says,’ Sir,if indeed 1 have found
favour with thee, do not thou pass thy servant by.”
Here ““8ir ™ and *‘ with thee ™ and " do not thou
pass " and the other like phrases must be addressed

to one and not to more than one; and during their
entertainment, when they show courtesy to their
host, we find one only, as though no other was pre-
sent, promiging the birth of a son born in wedlock

in the following words: ‘I will return and come to
thee at this season next year, and Sarah, thy wife,
shall have a son.” ?

XXV1. ¢He brings out the point most clearly and 133
elaborately in what follows. The land of the Sodo-
mites, a part of the land of Canaan afterwards called
Palestinian Syria, was brimful of innumerable
iniquities, particularly such as arise from gluttony
and lewdness, and multiplied and enlarged every
other possible pleasure with so formidable a menace
that it had at last been condemned by the Judge of
All. The inhabitants owed this extreme licence to the 134
never-failing lavishness of their sourees of wealth, for,
deep-soiled and well-watered as it was, the land had
every year a prolific harvest of all manner of fruits,

# Or “ virtually.” See critical note,

b See Gen, xviii. 3 and 10,
¢ For §§ 1338-141 see Gen. xix.

¥ Some mss, dharoryrérare or dbwwdirgre s Cohn suggesta
dbigropyriTara,
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ON ABRAHAM, 134-138

and the chief beginning of evils, as one has aptly said,
is goods in excess.® Incapable of bearing such satiety, 138
plunging like cattle, they threw off from their necks
the law of nature and applied themselves to deep
drinking of strong liquor and dainty feeding and for-
bidden formsof intercourze. Not onlyintheir mad lust
for women did they violate the marriages of their
neighbeurs, but also men mounted males without
respect for the sex nature which the active pariner
shares with the passive; and so when they tried to
beget children they were discovered to beincapable of
any but asterileseed. Yet the discovery availed them
net, se much stronger was the force of the lust which
mastered them. Then, as little by little they accus- 136
tomed these who were by nature men to submit to
play the part of women, they saddled them with the
formidable curse of a female disease. For not only
did they emasculate their bedies by luxury and
voluptueusness but they worked a further degenera-
tion in their souls and, as far as in them lay, were
corrupting the whole of mankind. Certainly, had
Greeks and barbarians joined together in aflecting
such unions, city after city wouldhave become a desert,
as though depopulated by a pestilential sickness.
XXVI. Bat God, moved by pity for manking whose 137
Saviour and Lover He was, gave increase in the
greatest possible degree to the unions which men and
women naturally make for begetting children, but
abominated and extinguished this unnatural and for-
bidden intercourse, and those whe lusted for such He
cast forth and chastised with punishments not of the
usual kind but startling and extraordinary, newly-
created for this purpose. He bade the air grow sud- 138
denly overclouded and pour forth a great rain, not of
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ON ABRAHAM, 138-142

water but fire. And when the flames streamed down
massed in one constant and perpetus! rush, they
burnt up the ficlds and meadows, the leafy groves, the
overgrowths of the marshland and the dense thickets,
They burnt the plainland and all the frait of the corn
and other crops, They burnt the forest-land on the
mountains, where trunks and roois alike were con-
sumed, The conflagration reached to byres and 139
houses and walls and al} public and private property
contained in buildings; and in one day populous
cities had become the grave of the inhabitants and
fabries of stone and timber had turned into ashes and
finedust. And when the flame had utterly consumed 140
all that was visible and sbhove ground it penetrated
right down into the earth itself, destroyedits inherent
life-power and reduced it to complete sterility to pre-
vent it from ever bearing fruit and herbage at all
And to this day it goes on burning, for the fire of the
thunderbolt is never quenched. but either continues

its ravages or else smounlders.  And the clearest proof 141
s what is still visible, for 3 menument of the disasirous
event remains in the smoke which rises ceaselessly
and the brimstone which the miners obtain, while
the ancient prosperity of the country is most plainly
attested by the survival of one of the cities of the
neighbourhood and the land round it; for the city is
thickly populated and the land rich in corn and pas-
turage and fertile in general, thus providing a stand-
ing evidence to the sentence decreed by the divine
judgement.

XXVIIi. However, I have given these detailsnot in 142
order to deseribe the unprecedented calamity of God's
mightg working, but in my wish to shew something
¢lse. Scripture tells us that of the three who appeared

78



PHILO

(22] pévovs els i | ddavofeioay ydpar 10 Adyid dyow
ety én’ O’}&e’i‘}pw @y oz’xqrépwv, Tof 'rpf'rov )
143 Sucmwo-awos fcew: 8s ward ye Ty duiy dwoway
ﬁv I+ wpog a?l'qt‘}aav @, apy.wov dmroda B efvcu
70 .u.ev a’yaﬂa 'mtpwv 8 atrod xo&p@ea@ac, pwvmg
& émrpémew Tols Suvdpese wall Smnpeciav rd
évarria  yepovpyety, wa .u.évwv dyaddv afﬂog,

144 ool 8¢ mgﬁevog frponyouy.evwg vopc{nra;. 'rowo
pot Soxodot KOLb T&Y ﬁam)tewv of .u.cpov.u.evoc 'n}-v
felav qﬁvaw wpm'“rew Tds .u.ev xapwag 3 davrdv
wpoTelvovTes, TAs 06 TyLwptas & érépwr Befacoty-

146 Tes.  aAN dmeds) Qv Suelr Suvdpeww 1) pdv ed-
e,gry‘e'ns’e’wfl?ﬁ 8¢ wodooTipios, exatépn Jfafd 70
elkds émdaiverar TH Zodoprdv i, Sibrr rdw
aploTwr év adrf) wévre wédewr Térrapes piv Eued
Aov éumimpaabar, uie 8& dmalhs mavrds waxof
odos Sroeimeclas. Expiy yip 316 uév s xoda-
orqpiov yiveolar o cﬁﬁop&v, 0«5{;50&1& 8¢ Sua Tis

146 evepye'rLSog. aax e’*n'etﬁ’q xal 70 aw{o,u,evov pépos
ovx o)tox?t'qpovs «ol mavredels elyev 3 cxpe*mg, vad,u,ec
pév vof bvros edepyereiro, mpoqyovucvws dé Ths
érelvov davracias dvdfiov dvoulaly Tuyév.

147 XXIX. ‘H pév odv &v davepd wat wpds Tods
woAdods dwdloos N8 doriy 9 & &v dworpidew ral
wpds SAlyous, Sao. Tpdwous Puxdis épevvidow AN
ov awpdrwv ;,wpqﬁdg, aﬁ’rf{ca ?tex@ﬁae?m. au-
ﬁo xS 7 wev-r(mohcg ai & 'q;.f.w wévre awﬁnaec;
elol, vd +&v GBovav Bpyava, 8 dv dragar pukpal

* Or ¥ primarily.

* The idea that God s direct agency appears only in doing
good and that He leaves punishment to His subordinates has
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ON ABRAHAM, 142-147

to the Sage in the guise of men two only went on to
the land whose existenee was blotted out to destroy
the inhabitants, bat the third thought good not to
accompany them. In my opinion that one was the 143
truly Existent, who held it fitting that He should be
present to give good gifts by His own agency, but
should leave the execution of the opposite of good
entirely in the hands of His potencies acting as His
ministers, that so He might appear to be the cause

of good enly, bat not directly ® the cause of anything
evil.? This is the practice, I think, of kings also, whe 144
imitate the divine nature. They are their own
agents in granting boons, but employ others to
enforce punishment. But sinee of the two potencies 146
one is beneficial and the other punitive it was natural
that each should make his appearance in the land of
the Sodomites, sinee of the five most floarishing cities

in it four were to be burnt but one was to be left, pre-
served from all evil that could harm it. It was right
that the punitive should be employed for destraction,
but the beneficial for preservation. Yet since the 148
virtues of the part preserved were not complete and
petfeet, while it received benefits through a potency

of the Xxistent, it was pot thought worthy to be
granted the vision of Him directly.

XXIX. Such is the natural and obvious rendering 147
of the story agsuited for the multitude. We wili pro-
ceed at once to the hidden and inward meaning which
appeals to the few who study soul characteristics
rather than bodily forms. Symbolically the group
of five cities is the five senses in us, the instruments
of the pleasures which, whether great or small, are

us go down and confuse their tongue,” and so, toe, in De
Puga 68 .  Of, also De Op, 72 i
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CN ABRAHAM, 148-152

brought to their accomplishment by the senses. For 148

we get pleasure either by seeing varieties of colours
and shapes in objects, whether possessed of physical
life or not, or by hearing very melodions sounds or
throngh taste in mattexs of food and drink, or through
smell in fragrant perfumes or through touch in soft

and warm and also in smooth substances. Now of the 148

five, the three most animai and servile are taste, smell,
and touch, which cause particular excitation in the
cattle and wild beasts most given to Eiuttony and
sexual passion. For all day and night they fill them-

selves with food insatiably or are at rut. The other 150

two have a link with philosophy and hold the'leading
place—hearing and sight. But the ears are in a way
more sluggish and womanish than eyes. The eyes
have the courage to reach out to the visible objects
and do not wait to be acted on by them, but anticipate
the meeting, and seek to act upon them instead.
Hearing, then, sluggish and more womanish as it is,

must be put in the second place and a special preced-

ence must be given to sight, for God has made it the
queen of the other senises and set it above them all,
and, establishing it as it were on a citadel, has
associated it most closely with the soul.

We may find a proof of this in the way in which it 151

changes with the soul’s phases. When the soul feels
grief, the eyes are full of anxiety and depression.
When on the other hand it feels joy, they smile and
rejoice, When fear is supreme, they are full of tur-

bulent ponfusion, and meve and quiver and roll con-

fusedly. If anger prevails, the organ of sight is
harsher and bloodshot, and during reflection and care-
ful consideration of any question it has a guiet and
distant appearance, almost as though it was accommeo-

7

162



PHILO

savw;v, év B¢ Tols avat[;v§em Kai grégeol ouvavieTas
183 Kal xa?za'mc' wal *:rpoawv'n wev Pida i
veAilerar 76 hs edvolas wdbos eddiw wal yadnyrd
BMéppars, €1 & éxbpds Toyor, T4 Svodpeorov s
Jyis. mdbos mpopmpier xal Gpaciryre pév npomn-
Sc'&m xal érpaexrpéxovcw 6{#3@}‘#05, aldot 8¢ wpdwg
pepodan [kat] o t:ruve?towa quaaac glqug elxbva
ge3nmovpchrﬁm rqv dpaaw axpdrar 'rexu'qg )
pepcp'qpeu'qg Svapyés emﬁawovaav eidwrov ola Bid
xarémrpov Ty $low Spariy eE abris obx exovcmsu
154 dAidd vap ov TavTy ,u.ovov rds dMas
aw&‘qe&cg vrrepﬁaMec 6 xaMos oq.')ﬁcz)t;zwv GAAG
kai JdTe TAY dAwv v Tals dypydpecoi—riy yip
kall Gmvov dnpafiav od mapadyrréov—emelnovow
al yphoes: Sméve yap w) xwjoed 7o Ay éxrds,
ﬁo-vxciﬂovcrw, ai de TEY SdlaApdw’ dramenrapévan
evepyeaaa gvveyels .tcaa ddidoraro undémore 'n')‘npov-
pévaw elol kal Tavry wapr,o*rawwv, fv exoucrc mpds
185 oyt avpyéveiar. AN éwebm pév dewdvnros
otion e Yuépay kal vikrwp Swavicrarar, Tols &
dre gapros mAelorov peréyovow abdrdpxns €bdfn
Bwped, ,ué{)og ey 7ol mavros ypovov xai Blov
Staredelv vepyoivras Tds dpporrovons dvepyeius.
156 XXX. 8 & eéoriv dvayrabrarov Tis
cm'o 'mw op,p,wrwv wg&e}‘emg, Moy Aenréov: ,u.ou'q
'yap Opa{]’Eb @Y awﬁnaewv g 3605‘ CWETEL}\E qfawS‘,
xai T@v Svreov éoTi kdMorov kal wpdvrov v lepais
157 Bifdows dwopdaliny xardv. Burry) 8¢ dawros diows:
T6 uev ydp amé Toil ypeudbovs wmupds, Pbaprod
$laprdv, éxAdumer ofidow deydpevov, T6 Bé

4 For the distinetion between the “‘usefal”™ and the
“*heavenly ** fire ¢f. Quis Herum 136 and note,

8



ON ABRAHAM, 152-157

dating itself to the outlook of the mind. In times of
mental refreshment and relaxation it relaxes also and
is at its ease, When a friend approaches, its peaceful 153
and sunny look is the happy herald of the kindly
feeling within, while in the ease of an enemy it gives
2 warning of the soul’s displeasure. Courage makes
the eyes dart swiftly forward. Modesty makes them
gentle and reposeful. In shert, one may say that
sight has been created as an image of the soul, and
- through the perfection of the art which has produced
so faithful a copy presents a elear and mirror-like
reflection of the original whose nature is in itself in-
visible. But indeed it is not only in this y54
way that the excellence of the eyes exceeds the
other senses, but also because in waking moments,
since we need not consider their inaction in sleep,
they cease to function. For when no outward
object moves them they are still, whilst the eyes
when open are constant and unceasing in their
activities ;- they have always room for more, and
in this way they shew their kinship with the soul
But, while the soul is always in motion and wakeful 155
day and night, the eyes in which the fleshly is the
prineipal ingredient must rest satisfied with the gift
aof continuing to exercise the activities which befit
them for half the whole span of time and human life.
XXX. But the most vital part of the 166
benefit we gain from sight remains now to be teold.
God made the light to shine upon sight alone of the
senses, and light is the best of existing things and was
the first to be called good in the sacred books. Now 157
light has a double nature : one is the effnlgence of
the fire of common use,® perishable as that which
produces it and liable to extinction, the other, the
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ON ABRAHAM, 157-161

unguenchable and fmperishable, brought to us from
heaven above, where each of the stars pours forth its
rays as though from perennial fountains. With each
of these the sight is conversant, and through both it
strikes upon visible objects so as to apprehend them
with all exaetness. Need we still try to expend words 158
in extolling the eyes, when God has set graven in the
heaven their true praises, the stars?  For with what
purpose have the rays of the sun and moon and the
other stars, planets or fixed, been made zave to serve
the action of the eyes and to minister to sight ?  And 158
so it is, by using light, the best of gifts, that men
contemplate the world’s eontents, earth, plants,
living creatures, fruits, seas with their tides, rivers
spring-fed or winter terrents, varieus kinds of foun-
tains, some sending up a cold, others a warm, stream,
and all the phenomena of the air with their several
natures, the different forms of which are so countless
that speech can never include them all; above all,
heaven, which in truth has been framed as a weorld
within a werld, and the divine and hallowed forms
which beautify it. Which of the other senses, then,
can beast that it ever traverses so great a span?
XXXI. Letusleave out of consideration those senses 166
which do but fatten in its manger the beast which
shares our nature, hust, and examine the one which
does lay claim te reason, hearing. When its travel-
ling is tense and at its fullest, that is when the violent
winds with their long, sweeping sound or the loud
thunders with their terrific claps make themselves
heard, it halts within the air that surrounds the
earth. But the eyes leave earth and in an instant 161
reach heaven, and the boundaries of the universe,
east, west, north and south alike, and when they
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8 For the thought ¢f. Thmaeus 474 * whence,” i.e from
the knowledge whmh sight gives us,  we have derived
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ON ABRAHAM, 161-165

arrive draw the anderstanding to the observation

of what they have seen. And the under- 162
standing affected in hke manner is not quiescent,
but, unsleeping and constantly in motion as it is,
takes the sight as the starting-point for its power

of observing the things of the mind, and proceeds

to investigate whether these phenomena are un-
created or had some beginning of ereation, whether
they are infinite or finite, whether there is one world

or more than one, whether the four elements make

up 2li things, or on the other hand heaven and its
contents enjoy a special nature of their own and have
been given a substance which differs from the others
and is more divine. Further, if the world has been 163
created, who is the Creator 7 What is His essence and
quality ¥ What was His purpese in makingit? What
does He do now and what is His occupation and way

of life? And all the other questions which the curious .
mind with good sense ever at its side is wont to ex-
plore. But these and the like belong to philosophy, 184
whenee it is clear that wisdom and philosophy owe
their origin to no other of our faculties but to the
princess of the senses, sight.? And this alone of all
the bodily region did God preserve when He destroyed
the four, because they were in slavery to flesh and
the passions of flesh, while the sight had the strength

to streteh its neck upwards, and to ook, and to find in
the contemplation of the world and its contents plea-
sures far better than those of the body. It was fitting, 165
then, that the one of the five senses which form,so to
speak, a group of five cities, should receive a special
privilege and continue to exist when the others were

philosephy.” A similar adaptation of the same passage was
made in De Gp, 54, where see note.
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.+ Is it not a little one?”  Philo either fails to see that the
1ast three words are a question, er more probably thinks
that the grammatical possibility of treating them as a state-
lment is & sufficient ground for extracting an allegorical
esson.
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ON ABRAXAM, 165-170

destroyed, because its range is not confined to mortal
things, as theirs is, but it aspires to find a new home
amigs imperishable beings and rejoice in their con-
templation. And therefore it is excellently said, 166
when the oracles represent this eity first as smail and
then as not small, figuring thereby sight.s  For sight

is said to be small in that it is a littie part of all we
contain, but great in that great are its desires, since

it is the whole world and heaven which it yearns to
survey. ' :

XXXII. ?1 have now told with all the care that lay 167
within my powers the story of the viston which was
manifested to Abraham and of that splendid and
magnificent exchange of hospitality, where the host
who seemed to give the feast was himself the feasted.
But his greatest action which deserves reporting
must not be passed over in silence. ¥For I might
slmost say that all the other actions which won the
favour of God are surpassed by this; and on this
subject I must say what is needed. The wife of the 168
Sage bore to him in full wedloek his only and dearly-
cherished son, a child of great bodily beauty and
excellence of soul. For already he was showing a
perfection of virtues beyond his years, so that his
father, moved not merely by a feeling of natural
affection but also by such deliberate judgement as &
censor of character might make, cherished for him
a great tenderness. Such were his feelings when 160
suddenly to his surprise there came a divine message
that he should sacrifice his son on 2 certain lofty hili
at a very considerable distance,® as much as three
days’ journey, from the city. He, though devoted to 170

* For §% 167-177 see Gen. xxii. 1-19, _

¢ Strictly speaking dmocrdrra agrees with vidw. Perhape
we should read droerdrron
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ON ABRAHAM, 170-175

his son with a fondness which no words can express,
shewed no change of colowr ner weakening of soul,
but remained steadfast as ever with a judgement that
never bent nor wavered. Mastered by his love for God,
he mightily overcame all the faseination expressed in
the fond terms of family affection ? and told the divine
call to none of his household, but taking out of his
numerous following two only, the oldest and most
loyal, he went forth with his son, four in all, as thangh
to perform one of the ardinary rites.  But, when, like 171
a scout on some eommanding point, he saw the
appointed place afar off, he bade his scrvants stay
there, but gave his son the fire ® and wood {0 earry ;
for he thought it good that the victim himself should
bear the foad of the instruments of saerifice, a light
burden indeed, for nothing is less toilsome than
picty. They walked with equal speed of mind rather 172
than body along the short straight road at the end
of which is holiness and came to the appointed place.©
And then, while the father was ecllecting stones to 178
bnild the altar, the son, seeing everything else ready
for saerifice but no animal, looked at his father ard
said : ** My father, behold the fire and the wood,
but where is the vietim?” To anyonc else who 174
knew what he was aboeut to do, and was hiding it in
his heart, these wards would bave brought confusion
and tearfulness and he would have remained sileat
through extreme emotion, and thus given an indica-
tion of what was going to happen. But Abraham 175
admitted no swerving of body or mind, and with
visage and thought alike unmoved he said in answer
o the guestion, * Child, Geod will provide Himself a

¢ xx Gen., xxii. 8 xaldmopedfyoar of Géo dpa, Philo hasgained
from: this phrase a fuller spiritual lesson in De Mig. 166 1.
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ON ABRAHAM, 175-180

vietim, even in this wide desert, which perhaps makes
you give up hope of finding it; but know that to
God all things are possible, including these that are
impassible or insuperable to men.” And, as he said 178
this, he hastily seized his son, laid him on the altar
and with his drawn knife in his right hand was pre-
paring with it to deal the death blow, But ere he
did so, God the Saviour stopped the deed half-way
with & voice from the air, in which He ordered him
to stay and not touch the lad. And twice He calied
the father by name to turn him and draw him back
from his purpose and thus prevent his carrying out
the slaughter. XXXIII So Isaac was saved, since 177
God returned the gift of him and used the offering
which piety rendered to Him to repay the offerer,
- while for Abraham the action, though not followed
by the intended ending, was complete and perfect,
and the reecord of it as such stands graven not only
in the sacred books but in the minds of the readers.

But guarrelsome critics who misconstrue every~ 178
thing and have a way of valuing censure above praise
do not think Abraham’s action great or wonderful,
as we suppose it te be. They say that many other 1799
persons, full of jove for their kinsfolk and offspring,
have given their children, some to be sacrificed for
their country to serve as a price to redeem it from
wars or drought or excessive rainfall or pestilence,
others for the sake of what was held to be piety
though it is not really so. Indeed they say that 180
‘ameng the Greeks men of the highest reputation,
not only private individuals but kings, have with
little thought of their offspring put them to death,
and thereby saved armed forces of great strength
and magnitude when enlisted as their allies, and
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¢ Philo may be thinking of Iphigeneta and Macaria in
Euripides' Heracleidae, though neither exaetly fits the circum-
stances. * Deut. xi. 31.
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ON ABRAHAM, 180-184

destroyed them without striking a blow when arrayed
as enemies.® Barbarian nations, they add, have for
Iong admitted child sacrifice as a i:oly deed and
acceptable to God, and this practice of theirs ig
mentioned by the holy Moses as an abomination,
for, charging them with this pollution, he says that
“ they burn their sons and daughters to their gods.”
Again they point out that in India the gymno-
sophists even now when the long incurable disease
of old age begins 2o take hold of them, even before
they are completely in its clutches, maké up a
funeral pile and burn themselves on it, though they
might possibly last out many years more. And the
womenfotk when the hushands die before them have
been known to hasten rejoicing to share their pyre,
and allow themselves to be burned alive with the
corpses of the men.® These women might reasonably,
no doubt, be praised for their courage,so great and
more than great is their contempt for death, and
the breathliess eagerness with which they rush to
it as though it were immortality. XXXIV. Why,
then, they ask, should we praise Abraham, as though
the deed which he undertook was unprecedented,
when private individuals and kings and whole nations

18}

182

183

do it when occasion calls? To their 184

malignity and bitterness I reply as follows. Some of
those who sacrifice their children follow custom in
so doing, as was the case according to the critics with
some of the barbarians. COthers have important and
painful reasons for their action because their cities
and countries cannot but fail otherwise. These give
their children partly under compulsion and the

¢ For Phile's knowiedge of the Indian custom see App.
p. 598, .
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ON ABRAHAM, 184-190

pressure of higher powers, partly through desire for
glorér and honour, to win fame at the time and a
good name in the future. Now those who are led 185
by custom te make the sacrifice would not seem to
be doing anything great, for long-standing custom
often becomes equal to nature, so that in matters
where patience and resolution are difficult to sttain
it gives ease and relief by reducing their terrers
10 moderate dimensions, Where the gift is made 188
through fear no praise is due, for praise is recorded
for voluntary good deeds, while for those which are
involuntary other things are responsible, favourable
oceasions, chances or force brought to bear by men.
And if anyone throws away # son or a daughter 187
through desire for glory he will be justly blamed
rather than praised, for with the life of his dearest
he is purchasing an honour which he ought to cast
aside, if he possessed jt, to ensure the safety of his
children, _ We must therefore examine igs
whether Abraham, when he intended to sacrifice
his son, was mastered by any of these motives,
custom or love of honour or fear. Now in Babylonia
and Mesopotamia and with the nation of the Chaldeans
with whom he was brought up and lived the greater
part of his life the custom of child slaughter does not
obtain, so a5 to suggest that his realization of its
horrors was rendered less powerful by the regularity
of such a practice. Surely, too, he had nothing to 180
fear from man, since no one knew of the oracular
message which he alone had received ; nor was he
under the pressure of any public misfortune which
could be remedied only by the immolation of a child of
gpecial worth. Or was the quest of praise from the 190
multitude the motive which urged him fo the deed ?
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ON ABRAHAM, 190195

What praise could there be in a solitude where no
one was present to report his fame afterwards, but.
even the two servants had been purposely left afar
off lest he should appear te be making a boastful
arade by bringing witnesses to hiz pious conduct ¥
XXXV. Let them, therefore, set bolt and bar to 103
their unbridled evil-speaking mouths, control their
envy and hatred of excellence and not mar the
virtues of men whe have lived a good life, virtues
which they should rather help to glorify by their good
report. That the deed really deserves our praise
and love can easily be seen in many ways. . First, 192
then, he made a special practice of obedlence to
God, a duty which every right-minded person holds
to be worthy of all respect and effort, Hitherto he
had not ne Yected any of God’s commands, nor ever
met the:m with repining or discontent, however
charged with toils and pains they might be, and
therefore he bore the sentence pronounced on his
son with all nobleness and firmness.  Secondly, since 183
human sacrifice was not in that couniry, as it was
perhaps in some, sanctioned by custom which is
so apt through constant repetition to weaken the
realization of the terrible, he would have been the
first hirhself to initiate a totally new and extraordinary
procedure, and this, to my mind, is a thing which no
one eould have brought himself to do even if his soul
had been made of iron or adamant, for, as it has been’
said, it is hard work to fight against nature. And, 194
as he had begotten no son in the truest sense but
Fsaae, his feeling of affection for him was necessarily
on the same high level of truth, higher even than
the chaste forms of love and also the much talked-of
ties of friendship, Further, he had a most potent 195
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ON ABRAHAM, 195-1909

incentive to lave in that he had begotten the boy
in his old age and not in his years of vigeur. For
parents somehow dote on their late-born children,
either because they have longed for their birth for
so many years or because they do not hope to have
any mere, since nature comes to a halt at this point
as its final and furthermost boundary. For a father 198
to surrender one of a numerous family as a tithe to
God iz nothing extraordinary, since each of the
gurvivors continues to give him pleasure, and this is
no small solace and mitigation of his grief for the
ene who has been sacrificed.  But one whe gives his
only darling sen performs an action for which ne
language is adequate, since he concedes nothing to
the tie of relationship, but his whole weight is thrown
into the scale on the side of acceptability with God.
The following point is exceptional, and his eonduct 197
in it is practically unique. Other fathers, even if
they give their children te be sacrificed for the safety
of their country or armies, either stay at home or
stand far away from the altars, or, if they are present,
turn away their eyes, sinece they ecannet bear the
sight, and leave others to kill the victim.. But here 108
we have the most affectionate of fathers himself
beginning the sacrificial rite as priest with the very
best. of song for vietim. Perhaps too, following the law
of burnt offering, he would have dismembered his
son and offered him limb by limb. Thus we see that
he did not incline partly to the boy and partly fo
piety, but. devoted his whole sou} through and
through to holiness and disregarded the claime of
their common blood. Which of all the peints men- 159
tioned is shared by others ? Which dees not stand
by itself and defy deseription ? Thus everyone who
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ON ABRAHAM, 189-203

ig not malignant or a lover of evil must be over-
whelmed with admiration for his extraordinary piety ;
and he need not take into consideration at once all
the points which I have mentioned, for any single
one of them would be enough. For to picture in
the mind one of these, however small the form which
the picture takes, though no action of the Sage is
small, is enough to show the greatness and loftiness
of his soul.

XXXVI. But the story here told is not confined to 20
the literal and obvious explanation, but seems to
have in it the elements of a further suggestion,
ebscure to the many but recognized by those who
prefer the mental to the sensible and have the power
to see it. It is as follows. The proposed vietim is 201
calied in Chaldaean Isaae, but, if the word is trans-
lated into our language, Laughter. But the langhter
here understoed is not the laughter which amuse-
ment arouses in the body, but the good emotion? of
the understanding, that is joy. This the Sage is 202
said to sacrifice as his duty to God, thus showing in
a figure that rejoieing is most closely associated with
God alone. For mankind is subject to grief and very
fearful of evils either present or expected, so that
men. are either distressed by disagreeables close at
hand or are agitated by troublous fear of those which
are still to come. But the nature of God is without
grief or fear and wheily exempt from passion of any
kind, and alone partakes of perfect happiness and
bliss. The framé of mind which has made this true 203
acknowledgement God, Who has banished jealousy
from His presence in His kindness and love for man-
kind, fitly rewards by returning the gift in so far as
the recipient’s capacity allows. And indeed we may
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ON ABRAHAM, 204207

almost hear His voice saying: “ All joy and rejoicing 204
I know well is the possession of none other save Me
alone, the Father of All.  Yet ! do not grudge that
this My possession should be used by such as are
worthy, and who should be worthy save one who
should follow Me and My will, for he will prove to
be most exempt from distress and fear if he travels
this road whieh passion and vice cannot tread,
but good feelings and virtue can walk therein.”
But let no one suppese that joy de- 205
scends from heaven to earth pure and free from any
mixture of grief. No, it is a mixture of both, though
the better element is the stronger, just as light too
in heaven is pure from any mixture of darkness but
in regions below the moon is clearly mixed with
dusky air. This was the reason, 1 think, why Sarah 206
who bears the name of virtue first laughs, and then,
in reply to her questioner, denies the laughter.?
She feared lest she should be grasping for herself
the joy which belongs not to created being but to
God alone. Therefore, the holy word bids her be of
good cheer and says: ' Be not afraid: thou didst
indeed laugh and dost participate in joy.”” For the 207
Father did not suffer the whele course of the human
race to move amid griefs and pains and burdens which
admit no remedy, but mixed with them something
of the better nature and judged it well that the soul
should at times dwell in sunshine and calm ; and as

spiritual interpretation. That the laughter signified joy, not
ineredulity, bas already been su ted in Leg. A8, i, 217 £,
and De Mut. 166. In neither of these places, however, has
the subseguent denisl been dealt with. The interpretation
heve suggested that the soul begins to doubt whether joy is
not more than humanity ean expect appears again in Spee.
Leg, ii. 54.
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ON ABRAHAM, 207-211

for the soul of the wise He willed that it should pass
the chief part of its life in glad-hearted contempla-
tion of what the world has to show,

XXXVI] These examples must suffice for our 208
treatment of Abraham’s piety, though others might
be found in great plenty. But we must also examine
the good and wise behaviour® shown in his dealings
with men. Tor the nature which is plous is alse
kindly, and the same persen will exhibit both qual
ities, holiness to God and justice o men. [t wonld
be too long, indeed, to describe all his actions, but
it would not be out of place to mention two or three,
Though he was exceedingly rich? in silver and gold 200
and possessed many herds of numerous livestock
and in abundance of wealth rivalled those of the
natives and original inhabitants who possessed good
means, and became more opulent than wonld be
expeeted of an immigrant, he incurred no censure
from those who received him into their midst but
continued to be praised by all who had experience
of him. But, if, as often happens, any of his ser- 216
vants or regular assoeiates had a quarrel or differ-
ence with his neighbours, he would try to put an
end to it gquietly, banishing and expelling from the
soul by raeans of his greater dignity® of character
all that tended to strife and confusion and faction.
And we need not wonder that he so bere himself o 211
strangers who eould have united to repel him with
their superior weight of strength if he was the agpres-
sor in injustice, when we see what moderation he
showed to those who, eonneeted witlh him by birth
but estranged from him in moral principles, stood

Mangey wished to read wpgordpw. Cohn notes that the
Armenian seems to have read wpgordpg rit Bupirepa,
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ON ABRAMAM, 211-215

alone and unsupported and with possessions far
inferior o his, and how he willingly accepted to be

at a disadvantage when he might have taken ad-
vantage of them. ¢¥or he had a nephew whe had 212
secompanied him when he migrated from his native
land, an unrelisble and hesitating person, ever in-
clining this way and that, sometimes fawning on
him with loving greetings, sometimes rebellions and
refractory through the inconsistency of his different
moods. Therefore his servants too were quarrel- 213
some and turbulent, as they had no one to control
them, and this was particularly the case with the
shepherds who were stationed at a distance from their
master ; thus breaking out of conirol in their wil-
fulness they were ever quarrelling with the Sage’s
herdsmen who many times gave way o them be-
cauge of their master’s gentleness. Then, advancing

to a senseless audacity which knew no shame, they
grew rampant and fostered in their bearts the flame

of a passion beyond hope of coneiliation until they
compelied their opponents to begin defending them-
selves against the injustice. When the fight had 214
become very serious, the man of worth, hesring how
the aggressors had been countered, and knowin
that his own party was more distinguished in strengt%
and number, did net allow the quarrel to be termin-
ated by a victory, as he did not wish to distress his
nephew through seeing his own party defested. So

he took up his stand beiween them and reconciled
the disputants by proposals of agreement, good not
only for the present but for the future. For he 218
knew that if they lived together and shared the same
dwelling-place they would engage in obstinate con-
tention, fgr ever stirring up wars and factions against
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ON ABRAHAM, 215-219

each other. To prevent this, he thought it ex-
pedient to refuse to continue their living together
and to arrange for their dwelling at a distance from
each other. 8o, sending for his nephew, he gave
him a choice of the better district, gladly agreeing
that he should take whatever part he chose; for
he considered that he wonid thereby get peace, the
greatest of gains. And yet who else would give 216
way in any singie point to the weaker if he were the
stronger ¥ Who, when he could conquer, would be
willing to'be defeated and not avail himself of his
power? He alone took for his ideal not the exercizse of
strength and self-aggrandizement but a life free from
strife and so far as lay with him of tranquillity, and
thereby he showed himself the most admirable of men.
XXXVIIL The actual words of the story are an 217
encomium on Abraham as a man; but, according to
theze whe proceed from the literal to the spivitual,
characters of seul are indicated also, and therefore .
it will be well to investigate them too. Suoch char- 218
acters are nuroberless, proceeding from numberiess
starting-points and arising from every kind and
variety of circumstance ; but those now te be ex-
amined are twe only, one higher and senior and one
lewer and junior. The senior is that character which
henours things primal and dominant in their nature,
the junior that which honours things subject and
lowest in the list. Now the senior and deminant 219
are wisdom and temperance and justice and courage
and virtue regarded as a whole and actions inspired
by virtue, but the junior are wealth and reputation
and office and good birth, good not in the true sense
but in the sense which the multitude give to it, and
everything else which coming after the things of
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ON ABRAHAM, 219-223

soul and body takes the third place which is neces-
sarily also the last. Fach of the twe characters pos- 220
sesses what we may cali flocks and herds. The
devotee of things external has silver, gold, raiment,
all the materials of weaith and the means for pro-
curing them, and again arms, engines, trivemes,
cavalry, infantry and naval forces, the foundations
of sovereignty which produce security of power.
The lover of moral exeellence has the prineiples of
each separate virtue and the truths discovered by
wisdom itself. Now those whe preside 221
and have charge over each of these two are, as it
were, herdsmen of cattle. The externals are cared for
by lovers of wealth or glory, the would-be generals and
all who hanker for power over multitudes, the things
of the soul by lovers of moral exeellence and virtae,
" who prefer the genuine goods to the spurious and not
the spurious to the genuine. So there is a natural 222
confliet between them since they have no common
principle but are for ever Jangling and quarrelling
about the most important thing in life, and that is the
decision what are the true goods.  For a time the soul 228
was in a state of war, and was the scene of this conflict,*
for as yet it was not perfectly purified, but its passions
and distempers still prevailed over its healthy prin-
ciples. But from the time when it began to grow
more powerful and demolish by superior strength
the works with which the oppesing doctrines threat-
ened it, it spreads its wings, and, its spirit grown to
fullness,sets awall and barrier between itand thatside
of its character which has given its admiration to the
gear of external things. And it talks with it as with

proceed,” de, the soul is here identified, ax it cerfainly is
beIow. with its own better side.
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ON ABRAHAM, 224.228

a man and says: “ It is impossible that thou and 224
the lover of wisdom and virtue should have a common
home and common ties. Away, change thy dwelling
and betake thyself afar off, for thou hast not, or
rather ecanst not have, fellowship with him. For all
that thon holdest to be on the right he thinks to be
on the left, and conversely what to thee is on the
wrong side in his judgement stands on the right.”’ ¢
XXX, So, then, the man of worth was not merely 225
peaceabie and a lover of justice but courageous and
warlike, not for the sake of warring, for he was not
quarrelsome or cantankerous, but to secure peace
for the future, the peace which the opponents were
Jestroying. The clearest proof of this is his actions.? 226
That part of the inhabited world which lies towards
the east was in the hands of four great kings who held
in subjection the nations of the Orient on both sides
of the Euphrates. Now the other nations continued
to be free from sedition, obeying the orders of the
king, and paying their taxes without demur. Only
the country of the Sodomites, before it was consumed
by fire, began to undermine this peaceful condition
by a long-standing plan of revolt. For, as it was 227
exceedingly prosperous, it was ruled by five kings
who taxed the eities and the land, which though not
large was rich in corn and well weoded and teeming
with fruits, for the position which size gave to other
countries, was given to Sodom by its goodliness, and
henceit hada ﬁurality of rulers who loved it and were
fascinated by its charm. These hitherto rendered 228
the appointed tributes to the eollectors of revenue
xiif, 8 “if thou wilt teke the left hand, then I will go to
the righty or if thou wilt take the right hand, then I will go

to the left.”
? For §§ 225-235 see Gen. xiv.
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ON ABRAHAM, 228-232

out of both respeet for and fear of the higher poten-
tates whose satraps they were, But, when they had
been surfeited with good things, and as so often
happens satiety had begotten ingolence, they grew
ambitious beyond their powers and first shook off
the yoke and then, like bad slaves, attacked their
masters, trusting to sedition or vielences But these 228
masters, mindful of their higher birth and armed
with more powerful foree, advanced in great dis-
dain to the sitack, expecting to conguer them with
the utmest ease. And, when they engaged, some
they sent flying helter-skelter at once, others they
mowed down in whelesale massacre, while a great
rumber were taken prisoners and distribnted with
the rest of the booty, Among these the ]y took the
nephew of the Sage, whe had migrated not long before
into ene of the five cities, X1. When 230
this was reported to Abraham by ene of those whe
escaped from the roat, it distressed him exceedingly.
He could no longer rest, so severe was the shock,
and mourned for the living with greater sorrow than
if he had heard of his death. For he knew that
death or decease, as the name itself shows, is the
end of everything in life, and particularly of its ilis,
while the troubles which lie in wait for the living are
numberless. But, when he made ready te pursue 231
the enemy to rescue his nephew, he was at a loss
for allies, since he was a stranger and an immigrant,
and no one dared to oppose the invincible forces of
the kings, considering their number and their recent
victory. But he obtained allies in quite s new 232
quarter, for resource is found where resource is none,
when one is set on deeds of justice and kindness, He
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ON ABRAHAM, 232-235

collected his servants and, after bidding those who
had been acquired by purchase to remain at home,
sinee he feared that they might desert, he made a
roll-call® of those who were home-bred, distributed
them into centuries and advanced with three bat-
talions. Yet he did not trust in these, for they were
but a swall fraction of the kings’ forces, but in God,
the champion and defender of the just. So he 233
pressed forward eagerly and never abated his speed
unitil, watching for his chance, he attacked the eremy
by night when they had supped and were preparing
to go to sleep. Some fell helpless vietims to him in
their beds, others who took arms against him were
completely annihilated, and all were mightily over-
come more by his courage of soul than by the re-
sources at his command. Nor did he stay his hand 284
nntil he had compiletely slaughtered the opposing
army with their kings as well and left them lying
in front of the camp. His nephew he brought back
in the triumph of his brilliant and magnificent vie-
tory, taking too with him all the horses of the cavalry
and the whole maititude of the other beasts and
spoil in vast plenty. When the high priest of the 235
meost high Ged saw him approaching with his trophies,
leader and army alike unhurt, for he had lost none
of his own eompany, he was astonished by the feat,
ard, thinking, as indeed was natural, that sucl suceess
wag not won without God’s directing care and help
to their arms, he stretched his hands $o heaven and
honoured him with prayers on his behalf and offered
sacrifices of thanksgiving for the victory and feasted
handsorely those who had taken part in the contest,
rejoicing and sharing their gladness as though the
success were his own; and so indeed it was, for *' the
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ON ABRAHAM, 235-240

belongings of friends are held in common,” as the
proverb says, and this is far more true of the belong-
ings of the good whose one end ig to be well-pleasing
to Ged.

XLI. This is what we find in the scriptures read 2868
literally ; but these whe can contemplate facts
stripped of the body and in naked reality, those who
live with the soul rather than with the body, will say
that of these nine kings, four are the power exer-
cised within us by the four passions, pleasure, desire,
fear and grief, and that the five are the five senses,
sight, hearing, taste, smell and touch. For these 237
nine are in a sense invested with sovereignty and are
our kings and rulers but not all in the same way.
For the five are subjeect o the four, and are forced
to pay them the tolls and tributes determined by
aature. Griefs and pleasures and fears and desires 238
arise out of what we see or hear or smeli or taste
or touch, and none of the passions would have
any strength of itself if it were not furnished with
what the senses supply ; for these supplies constitute 289
the forces of the passions, taking the form of colours
and shapes, or sounds spoken or heard, or flavours,
or scents, or the qualities attached to things tangible,
soft and hard or rough and smooth or warm and cold,
alt of which are supplied through the senses to each
of the passions. And while the said ¢ributes are 240
rendered the alliance between the kings holds good,
but when they are ne longer paid discord and wars
at once arise, and this obviously happens when oid
age with its pains arrives, For then, while none of the
passions is weaker, and perhaps is even stronger than
of old, yet the eyes are dim and the ears dull of
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¢ For Phile’s admiration for democracy, by which he seems
to mean each part of the stafe possessing its proper amount
of power, see note on Quoed Deus 176,

¢ The happy coincidence of the number of the kings with
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hearing and each of the other senses blunted, so
that it cannot in the same way judge each thing
with aceuracy or make the same contributior in
amount as before. And so, weakened ali round as
they are and already giving way of themselves, it is
natural that they should be easily rented by the
opposing passions, There i much philo- 241
sophical truth® in the saying that of the five kings
two fell into the wells and three toek to flight.
For touch and taste descend to the lowest recesses
of the body and transmit to its inward parts what may
properly be dealt with by them ; but eyes and ears
and smell for the most part pass outside and escape
enslavement by the body. All this the 242
man of worth was watching from his lair, and when
he saw trouble festering, where but row was alliance
and friendship, and war instead of peace arising
between the nine kingdoms, with the four com-
peting against the five for the sovereign power, he
seized his opportunity and suddenly made the
attack, ambitious to establish in the soul democracy,?
the best of constitutions, instead of the rule of
tyrants and overlords, and legality and justice
instead of lawlessness and injustice which hitherto
prevailed, All this is no fable of my in- 243
vention, but a fact, and that one of the surest which
we may observe in ourselves,® For the senses, thoagh
often they may maintain concord with the passions
anel provide them with the objects which they per-

the accepted four passions and five senses naturally atiracts
Philo fo this ingenious allegory. The weak point seems to
be that in the story the rebellion of the five against the four
is not duc to the influence of Abraham, as in the allegory
the refusal of the senses to minister {0 the passions is due fo
FeaASOR.
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raxo wapfjy odddva rémoy 7 waipdy dwodelmovoa,
xowwvég 6’ww9 Biov kal v&v xara Tov Blov mpey-
pa'rwv & foov Sucawvoa, peréxew dyaddv pod
kai waxdy od y&p wam‘ep éviar -rag ey Kako-
mpaylas dmediSpacwe, Tals & edruylas édviSpever,
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s For the perfection of ten as used in Scripture, ef. De
Cong. 89 . {where Gen. xiv. is quoted among other ex-
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ceive, often too revolt and are unwilling any longer
to pay the same dues or unable to do so because of
the presence of reason, the chastener. For when
reagon puts on its paneply of the virtues and the
doctrines and the lore which embody them, armed
with this irresistible power it mightily overeomes.
For corruptible and incorrupiible may not live

together, Now the nine overlords, the four passions 244

and the five senses, are eorruptible and the sources
of corruption, bui the truly divine and holy Word,
whose stronghold is in the virtues, whoge place in the
order of number is tenth, the supremely perfect
number,® comes to the contest and with the help of
the mightier power of God wins an easy victory over
the saig overlords.

XL, After this in the course of time he lost the 245

wife who was the darling of his heart and gifted with
every exeellence, She showed her wifely love by
numberless proofs, by sharing with him the severance
from his kinsfolk, by bearing without hesitation the
departure from her homeland, the continual and
unceasing wanderings on a foreign soil and privation
in famine, and by the campaigns in which she aceom-

panied him, Everywhere and always she was at his 246

side, no place or eccasion omitted, his true partner in
life and life’s events, resoived to share alike the good
and ili. She did not, like some other women, run
away from mishaps and lie ready to pounce on picces
of good luck, but accepted her portion of both with
all alacrity as the fit and proper test of 2 wedded wife.

XLII. ®Many a story 1 could relate in 247

amples}. For its arithmetical virtves of. De Doc. 20 . See
Agp. p. 598,
‘For §§ 247-254 see Gen. xvi. 1+6.
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¢ Presumably as related in the iraditions of which Philo

aks in Mos. i. 4. Naturzlly they eredited Abraham with

] the continence pessible, and, indeed, it miglt fairly be
%nferred from Gen. xvi. 6.
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for the future, took the mate whom she had approved
and kept her till she had borne a child, or, as the
surest version of the story runs,® only till she became
pregnant, and when this occurred not long after he
abstained from her through lis natural continence
and the honour which he paid to his lawful spouse.
8o a son was born just at that time to the hand- 254
maiden, but long afterwards the wedded pair, who
had despaired of the proereation of children, had a
son of their own, a reward for their high excellence,
ﬁ gift from God the bountiful, surpassing all their
opes,

XLIV. *We need give no further proofs of the 255
merits of this wife. More numerous are those of
the Sage, some of which I have praised in detail a
little earlier, But ¥ will speak of one which conecerns
the death of his wife, in which his conduet should
not be passed over in silence. When he had lost 258
his life-long partner, whose gualities have been de-
seribed in our discourse and are related in the oracles,
when sorrow wag making itseif ready to wrestie with
his soul, he grappled with it, as in the arena, and
prevailed. He gave sirength and high courage to
the natural antagonist of passion, reason, which he
had taken as his counsellor throughout his life and
now particularly was determined to obey, so ex-
cellent and profitable were its exhortations. The 257
advice was that he should not grieve over-bitterly
as at an utterly new and unheard-of misfortune, nor
yet assume an indifference as though nothing painful
had oceurred, but choose the mean rather than the
extremes and aim at moderation of feeling, not resent
that nature should be paid the debt which is its due,

* For §§ 255-261 see Gen, xxil.
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but quietly and gently lighten the blow.#

The testimonies for this are to be found in the holy 258
hooks which may never be convicted of false witness,
They show that after weeping for a little over the
corpse he guickly rose up from it, holding further
mourning, it appears, to be out of keeping with
wisdom, which taught him that death is not the
extinction of the soul but its separation and detach-
ment from the body and its return to the place
whenee it came ; and it came, ag was shown in the
story of ereation, from God.? And, as no reasonable 259
person would chafe at repaying a debt or deposit

to him who had proffered it, so too he must not fret
when nature took back her own, but accept the in-
evitable with equanimity. Now, when the chief 260
men of the country came to sympathize and saw
aething of the sort of mourning which was customary
with themselves, no wailing, no ehanting of dirges,

no beating of breasts either of men or of women, but

a quiet sober air of sorrow pervading the whole
house, they were profoundly amazed, though indeed
the rest of his life had struck them with admiration.
Then, as the greatness and glory of his virtue in all 261
its pre-eminence were more than they could keep to
themselves, they approached him and exelaimed:
“Thou art a king from God among vs.” The words
were indeed true, for other kingdoms are established
among men with wars and campaigns and numberless

ifls which the ambitious for power inflict on each
other in mutual slanghter, with forces of foot and
horse and ships which they raise for the strife. But
the kingdom of the Sage comes by the gift of God,
and the virtuous man who receives it brings no harm

* Sec App. pp. 598-599, b i.¢ in De Up. 135,
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to anyone, byt the acquisition and enjoyment of good
Lhings to ail his subiects, to whom he is the heraid of
peace and order.®

XLV, There is another record of praise attested 262
by words from Moses' prophetic lips. In these it is
stated that he “ trusted in God.””  Now that is a little
thing if measured in words, but a very great thing if
made good by action. For in what else should one 263
trust? In high offices or fame and honours or abund-
ance of wealth and noble birth or health and efficacy
of the senses or strength and beauty of body ?  But
office is wholly preearious, beset by countless foes who
lie in wait for it, and if by chance it is secured the
secnrity is accompanied by countless ills in which
those in high positions are either the agents or the
victims. Fame and honour are a most precarious 264
possession, tossed about on the reckless tempers and
flighty words of careless men : and, when it abides,
it cannot of its own nature coniain genuine good.
As for wealth and high birth, they attach themselves 265
even to the most worthless of men, and even if they
were eonfined to the virtuous they would be a com-
phment not to the actual possessors but to their
ancestors and to fortune. Again, neither 266
should we pride ourselves greatly on bodily endow-
ments in which the unreasoning animals have the
advantage over us ; for what man is stronger or more
muscular than the bull among domestic and the lion
among wild beasts 7 Who has a keener sight than
the hawk or the eagle? or who is so favoured in
powers of hearing as that stupidest of animals, the
ass ! And as for smell, who has more accurate dis-
eernment than the hound, whicl, as the huntsmen

* See App. p. 589,
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tell us, led unerringly by the scent, races to the distant
quarry which it has not seen; for what sight is to
other animals the nostrils are to the hounds used for
huating or tracking. Health? Why, moest of the un- 267
reasoning animals are exceedingly healthy and as far
as possible free from disease. Beauty ? Inthe com-
petition for this, I should say that some lifeless
objects can beat and surpass the comeliness both of
men and women., Such are the images and statues
and pictures and in general ali the creations of the
painters and the sculptors which achieve suceess in
either art and rouse the enthusiasm of Grecks and
barbarians alike, who set them up in the most con-
spieuous places to adorn their cities.

XLVI Taith in God, then, is the one sure and in- 268
fallible good, consolation of life, fulfilment ¢ of bright
hopes, dearth of iils, harvest of goods, inaequaintance®
with misery, aequaintance with piety, heritage of
‘happiness, all-round betterment of the soul which is
firmly stayed on Him Who is the cause of all things
and can do all things yet only wills the best. For, 268
just as those whe walk on a slippery road are tripped
upr and fall, while others on a dry highway tread with-
out stumbling, so those who set the soul travelling
along the path of the bodily and the external are but
learning it to fall, so slippery and utterly inseenre are
all such things ; while those who press onward to God
along the doctrines of virtue walk straight upon a
path which is safe and unshaken, so that we may say
with ail truth that belief in the former things is dis-
belief in God, and disbelief in them belef in God.

generaily means ** despair,” and, in connexion with rercoBu
wovlas, * conlidence of the absemce.” Phiio, however, evi
dently intends an antithesis of form as well as of sense.
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ON ABRAHAM, 270-275

But not only do the oracles attest his possession of 270
the queen of virtues, faith in the existent, but he is
also the first whom they speak of as elder,® thongh
those whe lived before him tripled or many times
multiplied his years. Yet of none of them do we hear
that he was held worthy of the title and rightly, for the
true elder is shown as such not by his length of days
but by a lzudabie and perfect life. Those who have 271
passed a long span of years in the existence of the
bedy without goodness or beauty of life must be
called long-lived children who have never been
schooled in the learning worthy of grey hairs ; but he
who is enamoured of sound sense and wisdom and
faith in God may be justly cailed elder, a name of
like significance to ** first.” For indeed the wise man 272
is the first of the human race, as a pilot in a ship or a
ruler in a city or a general in war, or again as a soul
in a body and a mind in a seul, or once more heaven
in the world or God in heaven. That God 273
marveiling at Abrabam’s faith in Him repaid him with
faithfiiness by confirming with an oath the gifts which
He had promised, and here He no longer talked with
him as God with man but as a friend with a familiar.
For He, with Whom a word is an eath, yet says “ By
Myself have I sworn,” ? so that his mind might be
established more securely and firmly even than it was
before. So, then, the man of worth is elder and first, 274
and so must he be called ; but younger and last is
every fooi who pursues the ways which belong to
rebellious youth and stand lowest in the list,

S0 much for all this, but to these praises of the Sage, 215
g0 many and so great, Moses adds this crowning say-
ing ** that thi®man did the divine law and the divine

4 Gen. xxiv, 1; Lxx., wpesfirepos, BV, “old.” ¥ Gen. xxii. 16,
133



PHILO

xaE T¢ fela wpoo‘vdypam wdvra émolyoer ¢ aip
ofiros, ol 'ypa;zpao'w avaS;Saxﬂus*, a}l}{ aypagéw gl
ddoer omovddous vymwowmr.g wai dvdoots oppals
ewauoz\ovﬁqc‘m' Tepl Se dv ¢ feds O}LOAO‘}’Gb, 7
npoafjxey drfpdmovs 7 PBefardrara moTedew;
27 Towdros, 9 ﬁrfos Tof mpdirov wal deynyérov rob
EQ!JOUS‘ ea-rw, ws pév évor (,chrovm vép,a,u.os, u'.lS‘
8 4 map’ duod Adyos &eife, vipos adrés dv xal

feouds dypados.

134



ON ABRAHAM, 275-276

compmands.”’®  He did them, not tanght by written
words, but unwritten nature gave him the zeal to
follow where whelesome and untainted impulse led
him. And when they have God's promises before
them what should men do but trust in them most
firmly ?  Such was the life of the first, the founder 276
of the nation, one who obeyed the law, some will say,
but rather, as our disecourse has shown, himself a law
and an unwritten statute,

% Gen. xxvi, 5,
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ON JOSEPH
(DE IOSEPHO)



INTRODUCTION TO DE IOSEPHO

Fur place of this treatise in the series, as well ag the
remarkable contrast between the character of Joseph as
here represented and the Joseph of the allegorical com-
mentary, have heen discussed in the General Introduction
to this volume. 'The treatize after a few words about the
preparation given by the shepherd’s eraft for government
tells the story of Joseph’s dream, hiy brothers’ jealousy,
their sale of him fo the merchaniz who in turn sold him to
Potiphar and the false veport which they made to Jacoh
(1-27). It containg the first two of the set speeches which
are a distinguishing feature of the treatise, viz. Reuben’s
remonsirance {17-21) and Jacob’s lamentation (23-27).
The allegorization which follows treats a few scattered
points and not the story as a whole. That politicians have
to deal with institutions whieh are conventionaj rather than
natural s indicated by Joseph's name of * Addition”
{to Nature), that they must be resourceful by his eeat of
many eolours, that they are often a prey to vanity by the
falze story that wild beasts had devoured him, that they
are often bought and sold hy the two sales (28-36) ; and
it is to he noted that though the main purpese of the
treatise is to show the ideal statesman, these mostiy deal
with the haser side of political life. When the story is
resumed it relates his history in Potiphar’s houge tili his
imprisonment, in the course of which we have the eloguent
hut rather ahsurd remonstrance of Joseph to Potiphar's
wife {(37-53). The subjoined allegories are much mere
relevant than the earlier ones to the suhstanee of the story
and to the higher side of the politician. We may see the
gpiritual barrenness of the multitude and its tendency to
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ON JOSEPH

cater for pleasure in Potiphar, the eunuch and cook, its
demands on the statesman in Potiphar's wife and the
refugal of the true statesman to cringe in Joseph's rejections
of her overtures (6#4-79). In 80-124 the story is carried on
through Joseph’s life in prison, his interpretation of the
dreams and his release and exaltation. Then from 125-147
follows what i3 not so much an allegory in the proper
gense as a meditation on the thought that all life is & dream
and the tagk of a true statesrnan is to discover and set
forth the truths which lie behind this dream. After this
we have a few more definitely allegorical interpretations of
some of the incidents of Joseph's exaltation ag ustrating
the attitude of the demeocracy to the politician, and an
attempt to show that the different treatment by Pharaoh
of the cook (Potiphar), the hutler and the baker represent
the different ways in which the body-loving mind regards
luxuries and necessities (148-156). From this point onwards
to the end the story runs on continueusly through the
adventures of Joseph and his brethren as it appears in
Genesis with, of course, much amplification both of inci
dents and speeches.

YOL. V1 ¥ 139
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ON JOSEPH

THAT 15, THE LIFE OF TIiE STATESMAN

I. The factors which produce consummate excel- 1
lence are three in number: jearning, nature, prae-
tice. And these names are represented in three
of the wisc men to whom Moses gives the senior
place. 8Bince ¥ have described ihe lives of these
three, the life which results from teaching, the life of
the self-taught and the life of practice, ! will carry
on the series by deseribing a fourth life, that of
the statesman. This name again has its representa-
tion in one of the patriarchs who, as Moses shews,
was trained to his calling from his earliest youth.
This training was first given to him at about the age 2
of seventeen by the lore of the shepherd’s eraft,®
which corresponds closely to the lore of statesman-
ship. And therefore I think ihe order of poets
often speaks of kings as shepherds of peoples,® for
success in shepherding will produce the best king,
singe through the charge of flocks which deserve
less thought and care he has been taught the charge
of the noblest flock of living ereatures—mankind,
And, just as to the future leaders in wars, or in com- 3
manding armies, practice in the hunting-field is most
neeessary, so to those who hope to superintend a
state nolhing is so suitable as shepherding, which
gives practice in the exercise of authority and
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* This can hardly be right: though sraarayle is sometimes
used in the eivie sense of the prastorship, Philo is not likely
to have used so predeminantly military a word where the eivie
s in antithesis to the military. Two mses, have éppayurylas,
but neither is this a very suitable word. What is wanted is
fyeporlas, or its equivalent.  See alse App. p. 600,
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ON JOSEPH, 4-6

generalship.® So his father, observing in him a noble 4
spirit which rose above ordinary conditiens, rend-
ered te him high admiration and respeet, while his
ove for this child of his later years—and nothing
conduces te affection more than this—exceeded hig
love for his other sons. And being himself a lover
of excellence, by special and exceptional atteniiony
ke fostered the fire of the boy's nature, in the hope
that it wounid not merely smoulder but burst rapidly
into flame. iL. *Buat envy, which is ever §
the enemy of high success, in this case too set to
work and ereated division in a household where every
part had been happily flourishing, and stirred up
the many brethren against the ene.  They displayed
ill-will to Joseph as a counterpoise to his father's
oodwill, and equalled his love with their hatred.®
They did not, however, preclaim that hatred aloud,
but kept it a secret among themselves, and thus it
aaturally grew to greater bitterness. For emotions
which are cooped up and find no vent become more
violent because expression is stifled. Joseph in the 8
simple innecence of his nature had no notion of the
enmity which was lurking in his brothers’ hearts, and,
believing them to be friendly, toid them a significant
dream which he had seen. ‘I thought,” he said,
“ that harvest-time was with us, and that we had all
come to the plain te gather in the crops. We had
taken our sickles and were reaping, when suddenly
my sheaf rose and stood bolt upright, while yours,
as though at a signal, rushed up in astonishment and
did homage to mine with every mark of honour”

* g8 5-27 follow fairly closely the narrative of Gen. xxxvii,
¢ Literally **haling hime as much as lie was loved  {by his
father),
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ON JOSEPH, 7-10

His brothers, being men of keen intelligence, skil-7
ful at interpreting symbeols and thus by probable
conjectares discovering the obseure, replied : “ Do
you think that you wiil be our lord and king ¥ For
that is what you hint at in this lying vision.” And
their hatred, ever finding some new ground to aug-
ment it, was still more kindled against him. He,8
suspecting nothing, a few days after saw and told
his brothers another dream even more astounding
than the former. In this he dreamt that the sun
and moen and eleven stays eame and did him homage.
This caused surprise to his father, who laid up the
matter in his mind and carefully watched to see what
the outcome would be. But, fearing that the boy 9
had made & serfous mistake® he chid him severely,
saying, * You seem to mean by the sun your father
and by the moon your mother and by the eleven
stars your eleven brothers. Can it be that I and
your mother and your brothers shall do you homage ?
L.et no such thought ever enter your mind, my son,
and let the memory of what you saw insensibly fade
away. For the idea of hoping and eagerly expecting
to gain deminion over your family is very odious in
my judgement, and I think that ali who care for
equality and justice between kinsfolk must agree.”
Thern, dreading lest continued associa- 10
tion should breed disturbance and broils among the
brothers through the gradge which they bore against
the dreamer for his visions, Jacob sent them away
to tend the sheep, but kept him at home for such
season as should prove needed. He knew that time

¢ Or *fearing that he himself bad made a mistake™ (in
setting store upoen the dream?.
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ON JOSEPH, 10-14

is said to be the physieian of the distempers and ail-
ments of the soul and is able fo remove grief, to
quench anger and to heal fear, for time relieves
everything, even what is naturally hard to eure.
But when he guessed that they would have ccased
to harbour enmity in their hearts, he sent him partiy
to salute his brothers and partly to bring him word
how it fared with themselves and the flecks under
their eharge.

HE. This journey proved to be the source of great
evil and great good, both execeding anything that
eonld have been expected. Tor Joseph, in obedi~
ence to his father’s commands, went to his brethren,
but they, when they saw him coming afar off, talked
to each other, and their language was very sinister.
They did not even deign to speak of him by his
name, but called him the dream-driveller and the
vision-monger and similar terms. Their anger
reached suelr a piteh that they plotted by a majority,
though not unanimously, to murder him, and in
order to avoid detection they determined to throw
his dead body into a very deep pit in the ground.
In that region there are many such, made to hoid
the rain-water. And they were only deterred from
committing that most accursed of deeds, fratricide,
by the exhortation of the eldest among them, to
which they reluctantly yielded. He urged them to
keep their souls elear from the abominable aet, and
merely to throw him into one of the deep pits,
thinking to contrive some means for saving him and
hoping when they had gone away to take him up
and send him to their father quite unharmed. When
they had agreed to this, Joseph approached and
saluted them, but they eaught hold of him as though

147

i1

12



PHILO

Aafévres dmapmioyovor Ty éofijra xal Tov udv
-~ 3 - ’ 1 : ¥ f -
rabipdow els Ballets Bobpovs, v & dpldov aluarmt
] L4 e L) ’ €
QLY L GUT 1 ATOVTOL T AT Ky LLOPLY o)
q} ‘ & Tes Seamédps o : pl. Tpdd g
prd Bypiwv Sawaw}ﬁewos.

s IV, E.'cewn 8¢ v nudpe Kkard T o-vv'rvxr.av
Europal Tives wdoumdpovr T@v &fos Exdvrwv dm
Apaﬁmg eis Alyvrrrov xo‘mgew $dpTov” ols aveﬁxv-
oavres TV c.Se?ﬁanov mfrpaaxovaw, ﬁyncape’vov v
wapny rob kel pAwciay Terdprov: xal yap odrds
pot doxd deloas, pi) woll’ dwd T@v SpyRy dpefhucTov
én’ adr@® Lwnvpovrrewy Sododoinly, cvvefovdev-

[44] gev dmoddofas Sovdelay draddarripevos | Bavdrow,

18 rovddTepor wawov peilovos. ¢ 8¢ mpeofiraros—
ot ydp mapiy mmpagxepévov—Swktias Kal pi
waTdav, Sv dwodedolmer wpe pikpod, €fda wal
érenpayet wal ros abfras wepppylduevos duvw xal
kdrw wafdmep éupars édépeto Tas yeipas xpoT@v

1 i r 4 it 4 L4 LLs !
kai ras rpiyas TEAAwvy, ' Tl wémovle; " Xéyawv
(X3 v W L4 ¥ 1 3 o [ L4

17" elmare, [ 4 Tébhmucer; el pév ol &ore, Selfard
ot ToV vexpdy, & e'mﬁaxptforag @ rrdpery Aw-
) i aquiopas‘ By K€LPL£:'VOV wc.pnyop'qﬂnoro-
par, T Kal vekpd pmocarodier ; npos Tols
k]
éxmoddiy Pldvos otdels drierar. i 8¢ Iff, mol yiis
ki 4 4 b r ¢ ¥ i i
dwedidvbe; duddrrerar mapa Tiow; of yap &)
Ky kaldmep éxelvos v moflars eipi, s dme-

18 orefofar’’ elmdvrow 8' 81i mémpatar kal Ty Tiuy
émBeucvvpévaw, ' ko eumopiov ”’ elmev ' dorei-
Aaober vé képdny Sraveyideba: Tols dvdpamodioTais

1 , » 3 4 ~~
mept kaxias AB v dpAdnoducvor orsdarndopduer,

* Or * a fine business you have embarked on.”

148



ON JOSEPH, 14.18

he were an enemy in battle and stripped him of his
eoat. They then let him down by ropes into the
open depths. His coat they dyed red in the bloed
of a kid, and sent it to his father with the story that
wild beasts had made away with him.

IV, Now it chanced that day that some merchants 15

belonging to a caravan which was wont to carry wares
from Arabia to Egypt were travelling that way. To
these they sold their brother, after hauling him up,
the leader in this plan being the fourth eldest brother.
He, I imagine, feared that Joseph might be treacher-
ously murdered by the others whe were inflamed
with sach mereiless wrath against him, and thevefore

advised them to sell him and thus substitute the 18

lesser evil of slavery for the greater evil of death. The
eldest brother hadnot beenpresent at thesale. When
ke looked down into the pit and did net see the boy
whom he had left there a short time before, he eried
aloud and shouted, rent his garments and rushed up
and down like a madman, beating his hands together
and tearing his hair. “ Teli me,” he eried, © what
lias become of him. Ishe aliveordead? Ifheisno
more, shew me his dead body, that I may weep over
the corpse and thus make the calamity seem lighter,
¥ 1 see him lyving here I shall be comforted. Why
do we still bear a grudge to the dead 7 Envy cannot
faster: on the departed. But if he is alive where on
earth has he gone? In whose charge is he kept ?
Tell me, for you eannot suspeet me as well as him that
vou should refuse me your confidence.” When they
said that he had been sold, and shewed the price that
had been paid, "' A fine bargain you have made,”® he
said. “ Let us divide the profits. We lhave ecom-
peted with stave-dealers for the prize of wickedness ;
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ON JOSEPH, 18-22

let us wear the erown, and glory that we snrpass them
in eruelty, for their designs are aimed against aliens,
ours against our nearest and dearest. A great and 18
novel reproach has been bronght about, a far-famed
disgrace. Our fathers left behind in every part of
the world records of their noble conduet ; we shall
leave behind us beyond all retrieving the seandal of
onr faithlessness and inhumanity. }‘or, when deeds
of grave import sre dene, the rumours of them reach
everywhere, cansing admiration where they are
praiseworthy, censure and contumely when they are
guilty. How will our father reccive the report of the 20
event ¥ Thrice blessed he was and thrice happy, and
ye have made his life with us® intolerable, Which
will he pity most, the sold {or his enslavement or the
scliers for their cruelty Burely us far more than
him, sinee it is less grievous {o suffer wrong than to
do it.? The former is assisted by two mighty forees,
pity and hepe ; the latier has no part in either, and
in the jadgement of ail comes off the worst, But why 21
de Ilament thus wildly ? It were better to hold my
peace, lest I too come in for a share in some horrible
fate. For ye are exccedingly savage of temper and
merciless, and the fierceness in ecach heart is still in
fuil blast.”

V. When his father heard, not the truth that his 22
son had been sold, but the lie that he was dead and
had seemingly been devoured by wild beasts, the
words that he heard and the sight that he saw fell like
a blow on his ears and eyes. For Joseph's tunic had
been brought fo him rent and marred and stained
scariet with much blood,  Collapsing under his great

But I should prefer to rea,d as Mangey suggests 74 kel Juds
*as far as we can do it.” b Sec App. p. 600,
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ON JOSEPH, 22-26

emotion, he lay for a great while with closed lips, not
even able te lift his head, so utterly did the calamity
afflict and break him down. Then, suddenly pouring 28
forth tears like a fountain, he watered his cheeks and
chin and breast and his own raiment, while bitterly
wailing, and uttered such words as these : “ Child,
it is not your death which grieves me, but the manner
of it. If you had been buried in your own land, I
shouid have comforted and watched and nursed your
sick-bed, exchanged the last farewells as you died,
closed your eyes, wept over the body as it lay there,
given it a costly funeral and left none of the customary
rites undone, Nay, even if it had been on foreign 24
soil, I should have said to myself: ‘ Man, be not
downeast that nature has recovered the forfeit that
was her due.'* Separate countries concern the living:
every fand is the tomb of the dead.® Death comes
early to none, or rather it comes early to all, for
few are the years of the longest-lived compared with
eternity. And, indeed, if you needs must have died 25
by violence or through premeditation, it would have
been a lighter ill te me, slain as you would have been
by human beings, who wonid have pitied their dead
victim, gathered some dust and covered the corpse,
And then if they had been the eruellest of men, what
more could they have done but east it ont unburied
and go their way, and then perhaps some passer-by
would have stayed his steps, and, as he looked, felt
pity for our common nature and deemed the tendance
of burial to be its due. But, as it is, you have be-
come, in common phrase, a rick banquet for savage
carnivorous beasts who have found my own flesh and
blood to their taste, and feasted thereon, I am long 24
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ON JOSEPH, 26-28

trained in the athletics of adversity, drilled by many
a random stroke of misfortune, & wanderer, a stranger,
a serf, a thrall, my very life and soul a mark for the
malice of those by whom I should least have been so
treated. Many desperate calamities I have seen and
heard : thousands of them have I experienced ray-
self, but trained to moderate my feelings at such I
remained unmoved. But none was more unbearable
than this event which has overturned and destroyed
the strength of my soul. ¥For what sorrow could be 27
_greater or more pitiful ¥ My son’s raiment has been
copveyed to me, his father, but not a part of him, not
a limb, not 4 tiny fragment. But, while he has been
uiterly made away with beyond even any possibility
of burial, his raiment too wonid not have been sent
to me at all save to remind me of my sorrow, and to
make his sufferings live again as calamities constant
and indelible to myseif.”  Thus did he bewail. But
the merchants soid the boy in Egypt to one of the
king's ennuchs who was his chief cook.?

V1. After this literal account of the story, it wiil 28
be well to explain the underlying meaning, for,
broadly speaking, all or most of the law-book is an
allegory. The kind of character then here under dis-
cussion is called in the Hebrew “Joseph,” but in onur
language is “addition of a lord,” a most significant
title well suited to the thing which it indicates, since
polity as seen in the various peoples iz an addition
to nature who is invested with a universal lordship.®

* The interpretation of Joseph as=" Addition™ has ap-
peared in De Mut. 8% and De Som. ii. 47 without any
appeudalg There, however, it is applied to adventitious
wealth, luxuries and the litke. Here the appendage “of a
tord ™ helps Philo in the political interpretation which he
gives, See further App. p. 600,
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¢ This term for the Stoic ideal of the world conceived of as
4 state and expressed in the name xoouorohiras has been used
in De Op, 19 and appears again in Mos i, 51. It is not
quoted from any other writer than Philo in this sense. Cf.
also peyarowerirys De Op, 143,
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ON JOSEFPH, 29-32

For this world is the Megalopolis or “great city,” ¢ 29
and it has a single polity and a single law, and this

is the word or reason of nature, commanding what
should be done and forbidding what should not be
done. But the local cities which we see are unlimited

in number and subject to diverse polities and laws by
no means identieal, for different peoples have different
customs and regulations whieh are extra inventions
and additions. The cause of this is the reluctance to 3¢
combine or have fellowship with each other, shewn
not onfy by Greeks to barbarians and barbarians to
Greeks, but alse within each of them separately in
dealing with their own kin. And then we find them
alieging causes for this which are no real causes, such

as unfavourable seasons, want of fertility, poverty
of seil or how the state is situated, whether it is
meritime or inland or whether it is on an island or on
the mainland and the like. The true cause they never
mention, and that is their covetousness and mutual
mistrasts, which keep them from being satisfied with
the ordinances of nature, and lead them to give the
name of laws to whatever approves ifself as ad-
vantageous to the eommunities which hold the same
views. Thus naturaily particular polities are rather 31
an addition to the single polity of nature, for the
laws of the different states are additions to the right
reason of nature, and the politician is an addition
to the man whose life accords with nature.

Vil Further, he is quite properly said to assume a 32
coat of varied colours,® for pelitical life is a thing
varied and maitiple, liable fo innumerable changes
brought about by personalities, eircumstances,

* Gen. xxxvil. 8. Observe that the peint has not been
mentioned in the narrative.
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1 Unless dvéges ote. can represent processes rather than
symptoms, in which case we should have to change, as
Mungey suggested, afvivr into guriny, rabra is quite ilogieal.
Cohn suggests wdrre or 74. The latter is adopted in the
transiation.

* This rd elves seerns guite impossible and the reading of
some ass, 7o elvee { danger to existence ), though thonght
possible by Cohn, does not commend itself. ¥ suggest for
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ON JOSEPH, 52-36

motives, individualities of conduct, diferences in
occasions and places. The pilot is helped to a snecess- 33
ful voyage by means which change with the changes
of the wind, and does not confine his guidance of the
ship to one method. The physician does not use &
single form of treatment for all his patients, nor
even for an individual if the physical condition does
not remain unaltered, but he watches the lowering
and the heightening of the strain, its alternations
of fullness and emptiness and all the changes of
symptoms,® and varies his salutary processes, some-
times using one kind and sometimes another. And 34
5o too the politician must needs be a man of many
sides and many forms. He maust be a different man
in peace from what he is in war, another man as
those who venture to oppose him arc few or many,
resisting the few with vigorous action but using
persuasion in his dealings with the many, and when
danger is involved ke will, to effeet the common
good, outstrip all others in his personal activity, but
when the prospect is one of labour merely he will
stand aside and leave others to scrve him. Again it 35
is rightly said that this person is sold, for when the
would-be popular orator mounts the platform, like
a siave in the market, he becomes a bond-servant
instead of a free man, and, through the sceming
horours which he receives, the captive of a thousand
masters. Again, he & also represented as the prey 38
of wild beasts, and indeed the vainglory which lies
in ambush and then seizes and destroys those who

o Lit. ** canses.”

consideration 73 var 814 700 rovwgerole faccording to the
common idiom of ifvac 8d).  “ When the path of serving the
commeonweal involves danger,” ebe,
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% The false statement, as in Dz Som. il 65, s treated as
true for the purposes of allegory. Cf. De Mig. 21,

B g5 87-53 follow the narrative of Gen. xxxix,

¢ See note on D¢ Abr. 99,
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ON JOSEPH, 36-30

indulge it is a savage beast.® Once more his pur-
chasers seli him again, for politicians have not one
but a multitude of masters who buy them one from
another, each waiting to take his turn in the sue-
cession, and these who are thus sold again and again
like bad servants change their masters, because,
capricious and fitful in character as they are and
ever hankering after novelty, they cannot endure
their old lords.

VIIE ? Enough on this subject also. Toresume the 37
story, when the youth had been bronght to Egypt and
as | have said placed with the eunuch as his master,
he gave proof in a few days of his nobility of char-
acter and nature, and therefore he received authority
over his fellow-servants and the charge of the whole
household ; for his owner had already observed many
signs that everything which he said or did was
under God's directing care. Bo, while in sutward 38
appeararice it was his parchaser who appointed him
steward of his heusehold, in fact and reality it was
nature’s ¢ doing, who was taking steps to procnre for
him the command of whele cities and a nation and
a great country. For the future statesman needed
first to be trained and practised in house manage-
ment ; for a honse is a city compressed into small
dimensions, and household management may be
calied a kind of state management, just as a city too
is a great house and statesmanship the household
management of the general publie.? All this shews 39
clearly that the household manager is identical with
the statesman, however much what is under the
parview of the two may differ in number and size.
The same holds with sculpture and painting, for the

¥ See App. p. 00,
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ON JOSEPH, 30-43

%ood statuary or painter, whether the works which
e produces are many and of colossal size or few and
smaller, is the same man exhibiting the same skill.

IX. But while he was winning a high reputation 40
in househeld affairs, his master’s wife made him the
object of her designs, which were prompted by
licentious love ; for wrought up to madness by the
beauty of the youth, and putting no restraint upon
the frenzy of her passion, she made propoesals of
intercourse to him which he stoutly resisted and
utterly refused to accept, so strong was the sense
of decency and temperance which pature and the
exercize of control had implanted in him. And, 41
ginee, as she fed the fire of lawless last #ill it burst
into a blaze, her constant efferts to gain him as
constantly fafled, at last in an accession of passion
she was fain to employ violence. She caught hold
of his euter garment and powerfully drew him to
her bed by superior force, sinee passion which often
braces even the weakest gave her new vigour. But 42
he shewed power which was mere than a match for
the untoward situation and burst into speech with
a frankness worthy of his race. " What,” he said,
“are you foreing me to ' We children of the Hebrews
follow laws and customs which are especially our own.
Other nations are permitted after the ngzrteenthﬂ
year o deal withent interference with harlots and
strumpets and all those who make a traffic of their
bodies, but with us a courtesan is not even permitted
to live, and death is the penalty appointed for women
who ply this trade.? Before the lawful union we know
no mating with other women, but come as virgin men

extreme interpretation, but Phie repeats it n D¢ Spee
Leg. iiL. 51,
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ON JOSEPH, 48-47

to virgin maidens, The end we seck in wedlock is
not plessure but the begetting of lawful children.
To this day I have remained pure, and I wifl not take 44
the first step in transgression by committing adultery,
the greatest of crimes. For even if I had always
hitherto lived an irregular life,drawn by the appetites
of youth and foltowing after the luxury of this land,
I onght not to make the wedded wife of another
my prey. Who does not thirst for the blood of the
adulterer ? For while men are accustomed to differ
on other matters they are ali and everywhere of one
mind on this; they count the culprits worthy of a
multitade of deaths, and deliver them unjudged inte
the hands of those who have discovered thewr guilt.
But you in your extravagance would impose upon 45
ree a third pollution when you bid me not only
commit aduitery but also defile my mistress and my
master’s wife. You cannot think that for this pur-
pose I came into your house, to decline the duties
which a servant should render and play like a
drunkard and a sot with the hopes of the master who
bought me by debasing his bed, his household and
his kin. Indeed I am called on to honour him not 46
only as a master but further as a benefactor. e has
entrusted to me all his belongings and nothing at all
great or small has been withdrawn from me save
you, his wife. Is it well that I should requite him
for this by doing what you urge me to do? A fine
gift this would seem to be, a suitable return for
preceding favours! The master found me a captive 47
and an alien, and has made me by his kindnesses a
free man and a citizen as far as he can do it. Shall

wife. But no stress is Iaid on any distinetion between these
two in.the sequel,
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ON JOSEPH, 47-51

I, the slave, deal with the master as though he were
an alien and a captive ¥ What would be my inward
feelings if I agreed to this unhely act? What my
looks when I face him, iron-hearted though I be?
No, conscience will take hold of me and not suffer
me to look him straight in the face® even if I can
escape detection. And that cannot be, for there are
thousands to sit in judgement on my secret doings
who must not remain silent; not to mention that, 48
even if no other knows of it or reports the knowledge
which he shares with me, all the same I shall turn
informer against myself through my colour, my look,
my voice, convicted as I said just now by my con-
science, And even if no one denounce me, have we
no fear or respect for justice, the assessor of God,
justice who surveys all our doings?7"?

X. Thus he spoke long and wisely, but she re- 49
mained deaf to it all. For lust is powerful to becloud
even the keenest of the senses. And seeing this he
fled leaving in her hands the garments which she
had grasped. This action of his gave her the op- 50
portunity to invent a story and devise charges against
the youth to punish him. When her husband came
in from the market she put on the air of a chaste
and modest woman who regards licentious practices
with the utmost indignation. * You brought to us,”
she said, “a Hebrew lad as servant, who has not only
corrupted your soul when you lightly and thought-
lessly entrusted your household to him, but has had
the audacity to dishonour my body. For not content 53
with taking merely the women who were his fellow-
servants, so utterly lewd and lascivious has he shown
himgelf, he has attempted to violate me by foree,

# Op ¥ with unchanged eyes,”  * See App. pp. 600-601.
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ON JOSEPH, 51-55

me his mistress. The proofs of his insane depravity
are clear and evident, for when in my great agitation
¥ cried aloud and called those whe were indeors to
my aid, he was so seared at my unexpected action @
that he left his garment behind and fled in fear of
arrest.” This garment she showed and made as
though she were preflfering a proef of her tale.
Joseph’s master, believing this to be true, erdered
him to be carried away to prison, and in this he com-
mitted two great errors, First he gave him no
opportunity of defence, and convicted unheard this
entirely innocent person as guilty of the greatest
miscondact. Secondly, the raiment which his wife
produced as left by the youth was a proof of vielence
not empleyed by him bui suffered at her hands.
For if force were used by him he would retain his
mistress’s robe, if against Lim he would lose his own.
Bat his master may perhaps be pardoned for his 53

ross ignerance, since his days were spent in a
kitchen full of blood and smoke and cinders, where
the reason even more, or at least no less, than the
body lives amid confusion and has no chance of
quietly retiring into itself.

XI. Moses has now set before us three character-— 54
istics of the statesman, his shepherd-craft, his
houschold-management, his self-control. We have
dealt with the two first, but the last-named has quite
as much bearing on statesmanship. While in ali the 58
affairs of life self-mastery is a source of profit and

=)
L)

" This is an unusual sense for dmeplonenros which regularly
means with Philo  reckless " or * inconsiderate.”” 1t is pos-
sible, though less Iikely, that it ay mean here “in his
thoughtlessness,™ i.e. he did not ecousider what evidence he
would leave behind him,
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ON JOBEPH, 55-60

safety, it is partienlarly so in affairs of state, as those
who will may leayn from plentiful and obvious ex-
amptes. Who does not know the misfortunes which 56
licentiousness brings to pations and counirvies and
whole latitudes of the civilized world on land and
sea} Tor the majority of wars, and those the
greatest, have arisen throngh amours and adulieries
and the deceits of women, which have consumed the
greatest and choicest part of the Greek race and the
barbarian also,and destroyed the youth of their cities ®
And, if the resuits of licentionsness are civil strife and 57
war, and ili upen il without number, clearly the
resuits of centinence are stability and peace and
the acquisition and enjoyment of perfect blessings.
XIl. We shouid now, however, in due course 58
show the lessons revealed to us by this story, The
purchaser of the subject of our examination is said
to be a eunuch; rightly so, for the multitude which
purchases the statesman is in very truth a eunuch,
possessing to all appearance the organs of genera-
tion but deprived of the power of using them, just
as those who suffer from eataract have eyes but lack
the active use of them and cannot see. How then 59
does the muliitude resembie eunuchs? It is be-
cause the maultitude is unpreductive of wisdom,
though it seems to practise virtue. For when a
mixed crowd of heterogeneous persons comes
together, it says what is right, but it thinks and
does the opposite. It prefers the spurious to the
genuine, beeause it is under the dominion of appear-
ances and does not practise what is truly excelient.
And, therefore, aiso, paradoxical though it be, this 60

he can hardly have failed fo have Antony and Cleopatra also
in mind,
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ON JOSEPH, 60-65

eunuch is mated with a2 wife. For the multitude woos
desire as a man weos a woman, and makes her his
medium in all that he says and does, and takes her
as his counseller in all things great and small, whether
decency sanctiens them or net, and is wont to pay
little hieed to the promptings of reason,

Very aptly too dees Moses call him a chief cook ; g3
for, just as the cook is solely occupied in endlessty
previding superflueus pleasures for the helly, so is
the multitude, censidered as politicians, in choosing
what charms and pleases the ears, and thus the
tension ef the understanding iz relaxed and the
sinews of the soul, se to speak, unstrung. As for 62
the difference between cocks and pliysicians, it is

a matter of common knowledge.® The physician
devetes all his energies solely to preparing what is
whelesome, even if it is unpaiatable, while the
cock deals with the pleasant only and has ne thought
ef what is beneficial. Now in a demecracy, physi- 63
cians are represented by laws, and those whe rule
in accordance with the law, members of councils
and juries who consider the safety and security of
the common weal and are proof against flattery ;
cooks by the swarming crowd of younger spirits,
for they de not care what will be heneficial but enly
how they may reap pleasure for the moment. XIH.
And like a licentious woman the desire of the multi- 64
tudes makes love to the statesman. *‘ Forward,?
lad,” she says, ** forward, te my mate, the muititude.
Forget your own old ways, the habits, the words,
the actions in which you were bred. Obey me, wait
on me and do al} that gives me pleasure. The stern, 65
strict, uncompromising friend of truth,stiff and selemn

3 Oy “when you address , , , forget,”
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ON JOSEPH, 65-68

and inflexible in all bis dealings, who clings to the
beneficial only and pays no eourt to his audience,
is to me intelerable. And I will eolleet any number 66
of charges against you to produce before my husband,
the multitude, your master. For hitherto you have
seemed to me to act as if at liberty and you ave
quite unaware that you have become the slave of
a despotic master. But if you had knowa that in-
dependence may be guite properly possessed by the
free man, but is denied te the slave, you would
have schooled yourself to abandon your self-will and
to leok fo me, Desire, his wife, and do what may
please me as the best way to secure his favour.”
X1IV. Now the true statesman knows gy
quite well that the people has the power of a master,
yet he wili not admit that he is a slave, but regards
himself as a free man and shapes his activities to
please his ewn seul. He will frankly say, “ I have
never learned to cringe to the people, and I will
never practize it. But sinee the leadership and
charge of the state Is put into my hands I will
know how to hold it as a good guardian or an affec-
tionate father, guilelessly and sineerely without the
dissimulation wiich I hate. Being thus minded, I 68
will rot be found cloakin% and hiding anything as s
thief might de, but I will keep my conscience clear
as in the light of the sun, for truth s light. I will
fear none of the tyrant’s menaces, even though he
threaten me with death, for death is a less evil than

or xppuenid,  If does not seem {0 me necessary, It is
not difficalt to understand funfor xal émrndedrw, To under-
stand an affitmative out of a pegative i a Jobseness which
may be found in good writers. A good example accurs in
the opening lines of Horace's Satires.
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ON JOSEPH, 69-T4

dissimulation. And why should I submit to it? 489
For, though the people be a master, I am not a
slave, but as highly-bormn as any, one who claims
enrclment among the citizens of that bhest and
greatest state, this werld. For when neither presents 70
nor appeals nor craving for honours nor desire for
office nor spirit of pretentiousness nor longing for
reputation, nor incontinence, nor unmanliness, nor
injustice, nor any other creation of passion and vice
can subdue me, what domination is still left for me
to fear # Clearly, it can only be that of men, but 71
men, while they assume the sovereignty of my bedy,
are nolt sovereigns of the real I For I fake my
tithe from the better part, the understanding within
me, and by that I am prepared to live with little
thought of the mortal body, the shell-like growth
which encases me. And, though some may mal-
treat it, yet, if I be free from the hard masters and
miistresses within, I shall seffer no affliction, sinee I
have escaped the cruellest tyranny of all. If then 72
I have to serve on a jury, I will give my verdiet
without favouring the rich because of his abundant
wealth, or the poor through pity of his misfertunes,
but drawing a veil over the dignity or the out-
ward appearance of the Htigants I will in all honesty
award what shall appear just. IfI aet as a counciilor 73
I will introduce such propesals as are for the common
good, even if they be not agreeable. If I speak in
the general assembly I will leave all talk of Hattery
to others and resort only to such as is salutary and
beneficial, reproving, warning, correcting in words
studied to shew a sober frankness without foolish and
frantic arroganve. He who does not gladly receive 74
improving advice must to be consistent eensure
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ON JOSEPH, 74-78

parents and guardians and teachers and all persons
in charge, because they reprimand and sometimes
even beat their own children or orphan-wards or
pupils, though really it is against all morality to call
such treatment evil-speaking or outrage instead of
friendliness and benevolence. For it were a quite 75
unworthy thing that I, the statesman, to whom are
comnmitted all the interests of the people, should,
in planning for their benefit, shew myself inferior to
anyone who practises the physician’s art. He cares 76
not how brilliant is the good fortune, as men hold
it, which attends his patient or that he is high-born
or wealthy or the most glorious king or despot of
his time, but devotes himself to one object only, to
save him to the best of his sbility, even if he must
nse cautery or surgery, and he applies the fire or
the knife, he the subject to his ruler, he the so-

called siave %o his master. And I, who am ecalied 77

to attend not on a single person but on the whole
state afflicted by the more powerful distempers
which its inbred lusts have produced, what ought
Ito dot Shall I sacrifice the future welfare of all
and minister to the cares of this man and that man
with flattery utterly slave-like and unworthy of the
free } 1 would rather lie dead than with some
pleasant words conceal the truth and disregard real
welfare. As the tragedian says:
8o then come fire, come sword.?
Burn me, consume my flesh, drink my dark blood,
Take fill of me; for sconer shall the siars

Go ‘neath the earth, and earth go up to sky
Than thou shalt from these lips hear fawning word.

4 Phe first line is from Euvr. Phoenissqe 521, The others
also from fur, Quoted Leg. Al iii. 202 and Quad Probus 98,
where the spealker is given as Heracles, 179
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ON JOSEPH, 79-82

When the statesman stands thus aloof from all
passions, from pleasure, from fear, frem pain, from
desive, with the spirit of a true man, the despot-
people cannot away with him, bui takes him and
chastizes as an enemy its friend and well-wisher,
And thus it lays upon itself rather than on its
vietim the greatest of punishments, indiscipline,
whereby it fails to learn the lesson of submission to
government, that lesson most excellent and of life-
long profit, which he who learns learns also how te
vern.

XV. ¢ Having sufficiently discussed these matters,
let us proceed to the mext. The youth who had
been brought into disgrace with his master by the
false charges of a lovesick woman, charges which
were the ecounterpart of those to which she was
liable herself, was carried away to gaol without even
any opportunity of making his defence. In the prison
he displayed such a wealth of virtue that even the
vilest of the inmates were astounded and over-
awed, and conzidered that they had found in him
a consolation for misfortunes and a defence against
futare ills. Everyone knows how full of inhumanity
and cruelty gaolers are ; pitiless by nature and case-
hardened by practice, they are brutalized day by
day towards savagery, because they never even by
chance see or say or do any kindness, but only the
extremes of violence and cruelty. Just as men
of well-built physigue, if they add to this athletic
training, grow sinewy and gain irresistible strength
and unequalled robustness, so, whenever any un-
civiized and unsoftened nature adds practice to iis
harshness, it becomes doubly impervious and in-

¢ For §§ 80-124 see Gen, xxxix, 20-x3, 45,
181
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ON JOSEPH, 82-87

accessible to the kindly and humane emotion of pity.
For, even as those who consort with the good are 83
improved in character by the pleasure they take in
their associates, so those who live with the bad take
on some impression of thelr vice. Custom has a
wonderful power of forcing everything into the
likeness of nature. Gaolers then spend their days 84
with footpads, thieves, burglars, men of viclence and
outrage, who commit rape, murder, adultery and
sacrilege, and from each of these they imbibe and
accumuiate something of their villainy, out of
which miseellaneocus amalgam they produce a single
body of evil, a fesion of every sort of pollution,
XVI1. But nevertheless one of this kind, tamed by 85
the nobility of the youth, not only allowed him
some security from violence and hardship, but gave
hirn the command of ali the prisoners; and thus
while he remained nominally and for the sake of
appearance the keeper of the gaol, he resigned to
Joseph the actual office, which thus became the
source of no small benefit to those who were in con-
finement. Thus even the place, as they felt, could ga
not rightly be called & prison, but a house of correc-
tion. For instead of the tortures and punishments
which they used to endure night and da%; under the
lagh or in manacles or in every possible affliction,
they were rebuked by his wise words and doctrines
of philosophy, while the conduct of their teacher
effected more than any words. For by setting before 87
them his life of temperance and every virtue, like
an original picture of skiiled workmanship, he con-
verted even those who seemed to be quite incur-
able, who as the long-standing distempers of their
soul abated repreached themselves for their past
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ON JOSEPH, 87-92

and repented with such utterances as these : * Ah,
where in old days was this great blessing which at
first we failed to find ? See, when it shines on us
we behold as in a mirror our misbehaviour and are
ashamed.”

XVIE While they were thus growing in goodness, 88
two eunuchs of the king were brought in, the chief
butler and the chief baker, both of them accused and
condemned for dereliction of duties, Joseph paid
the same atiention to them as to the others, in his
earnest wish to raise if possible those under him to
the level of those who were innocent of offence.  And 8¢
after no long time on visiting the prisoners he saw
that they were full of depression and dejection, even
more than before, and, guessing from their extreme
sadness that something unusual had befallen them,
he asked the reason. &/h&n they answered that they 80
had had dreams which filled them with sore trouble
and distress because there was no one to interpret
them, he said to them : * Cheer up, and tell me these
dreams, for their meaning will be known, if God wills,
and He does will to unveil what is hidden to those who
desire the truth.” Then the chief butler 01
spoke first and said: “ I dreamt that I saw a preat
vine, an exceedingly fine stalk growing from three
roots, It was thriving and covered with grapes as in
the height of the vintage season, and from a cluster
which was turning ripe black I plucked some grapes
and squeezed them into the royal cup, and when it
had plenty of liquor I brought it to the king.” Joseph 22
paused for a little, and then said: * Your vision is
an announcement o you of good fortune and the
recovery of your former office. The three roots of
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ON JOSEPH, 92-96

the vine denote three days, after whiech the king will
remember you and send for you from this place. He
will then grant you free pardon, and allow you to take
your old post, and to confirm you in the office yon wili
act as butler and offer the cup to your master.” The
chief butler rejoiced on hearing this,

XVIIL The chief baker, for his part, approved the 93
interpretation, and, thicking that he himself had had
a lueky dream, theugh in reality it was very much the
reverse, and misled by the comforting hopes of the
other, proceeded as follows : “ I too had a dream. 1
thought I was carrying three baskets—full of bake-

meaﬁdﬂ;—a}@.ﬂaﬂ\,ﬁthe uppermost full of all the
different kinds which are regularly provided for
the use of the king, for the delicacies produced by

the caterers for the king’s table are varied and elabor-
ate. Then birds flew down and snatched them from
my head, and gobbled them insatiably until all was
consumed and nothing of the provisions was left.”
Joseph replied: “T could have wished that this 94
vision had never heen seen by you, or, if seen, had
remained unmentioned, or, if its story were told, that
at least it should have been told far away from my
ears to prevent my hearing it. For no one shrinks
more than I from being a messenger of ill-tidings.
I sympathize with those in misfortune, and kindiy
affection makes me feel as mueh pain as the actual
sufferers. But the interpreters of dreams must needs 95
el the truth, since they are propheis expounding
divine oracles, and I will therefore speak without
reserve 3 for, while veracity is best in all matters, in
dealing with God’s messages, anything else is pro-
fanity.® The three baskeis are symbols of three days. 96

¢ Yowor here in the sense of what is demanded by religion.
187



PHILO

ravras ¢ Pacileds &mekcﬂoms@ﬁmi ge xai T
Keqﬁax\nv awmpnﬁnva; Kedevoer Kol Ka*mmapeva
Spvea TV ohw evwxqﬁnaemz gaprdv, dypts &v

97 Sdos éfavarmlfs.” kai & pév domep elkos ovy-
yulels avarérparmro, rapaboriy Ty Spuoletoay
wpoﬁeapfav xal i vaotfq. Tas dvias mpoobeyd-
prevos. dis & al Tpels 'qy,epm Sm)‘ﬂov, 'yeveﬁ)‘ws
ewea‘ra? 106 Bacdéws, & § wdvres of xaﬂ:r. 'r‘qv
xhpay émavyydpilor, Smgéepov'rwg 8" of mepl T

98 BaolAeta. e'trnw}u,evwv oﬁy @y v Téder Kat Ths
Sepamelas evwxov,uevns wm'rep év Snuolowia, vév
Kard 76 Seopwripov evvovxwv Wopvnaﬁezg axﬁn-
vas Kededes xcu eaoduevos Tk Ths 7@V dvelpaw
Swakpioews émodpayilerar, mpoordfas Tov udv ava-
oxodomwodivar Ty kedakdy dworunbévra, TH 8¢
TV dpyiy Ny Bietme wpérepov ciwovei,um.

g XIX. Ka*mMa’ye;g b¢ ¢ apxmwoxoog ex?ﬁav-
ﬂave'rm 708 Tds KaTaAdoyds wpoemov'ms Kat
ékaora TV euumesdvTay GruxnudTey émikoudi-
oarTos, fows pev émadd wis aydpiores dpvdpww
éoriy et’.-epye*rc?w, {ows 8¢ ral katd wpc;vow.v ﬂeoﬁ
ﬁovﬂnﬁewos TaS eﬁﬁ'pwymg TH peavm iz 5; cw-

100 fpcimrov yevw@m wilov 9 8¢ éavrob. perd yap
Sieth] ypovor 7@ PBoaoidel Td pdMovra T ydpo
supBalery dyald xal kaxd Surrals davracius 8¢
Svelpov Beonllerar TadTdv Smoonuewoloats évexa

161 BeBaorépas nivrews, &8ofe yip éntd Béas dvdp-
mew €x Tob moTaued, wlovas kai ogidpa ebudprovs
kai kakas opdivar, xai rwapa rals Sybats véueotar:

156] pef’ ds érdpas dpbudv loas, | dodprovs Tpdrmov
Tivg kol xeTeoxelerevpdvas ol efdeyfecrdras,
dvedleiv kal ouvwdéuecolor Tals wporépaist el

188



ON JOSEPH, 96-101

When these have passed, the king will order you to
be impaled and beheaded, and the birds will feast
upon your flesh until you are entirely devoured.”
The baker, as might be expected, was confounded 91
and upset, having the appointed day before his eyes
and mentally anticipating its pangs. But, when the
three days had passed, eame the king’s birthday,
when all the inhabitants of the country held festive
gatherings, and particularly those of the palace. So, 98
while the dignitaries were banqueting, and the ser-
vants were regaling themselves as at a public feast,
the king remembered the eunuchs in the prison and
bade thern be brought to him. And, when he saw
-them, he ratified what had been forecast in the in-

" texpretation of the dreams, by ordering one to be
beheaded and impaled and the other to be restored
to his former office.

XIX. But, when he was reconciled to his master, 99
the chief butler forgot him who had predicted the
reconeiliation and alleviated ali the misfortunes which
befell him; perhaps because the ungrateful are
always forgetful of their benefactors, perhaps also
in the providence of God Who willed that the happy
events which befell the youth should be due to God
rather than to man. For after two years the future 100
of his country for both good and ill was revealed to
the king when dreaming, in two visions with the same
significance, repeated in order to carry stronger con-
viction. He dreamt that seven oxen came up from 101
the river, fat and well covered with flesh and fair
to look upon, and browsed beside the banks., After
them seven others, mere skeletons, and fieshless,
so to speak, and loathsome in appearance, came up
and browsed with the former seven. Then snddenly
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ON JOSEPH, 101-108

the better seven were devoured by the worse, and
yet these after swallowing the others shewed not the
smallest increase in buik of belly but were even more,
or at least not less, shrunken. The king awoke and 102
then slept again, and was beset by another vision.
He thought that seven ears of wheat had sprung out
of a single stalk, They were very equal in size and
grew and throve and rose to a considerable height,
fine and strong, Then seven others sprang up near
them, thin and feeble, which overran and swaliowed
up the stalk which bore the good ears. After seeing 108
this the king remained sieepless for the rest of the
night, kept awake by the thoughts which pricked and
stung him, At dawn he sent for his wise men and
told them the vision, and when no one conid make any 104
likely conjecture which could give a clue to the truth,
the chief butler came forward and said : * Master,
we may hope to find the man whom youseek, When
I and the chief baker had offended, we were by your
orders cast into prison where there was a Hebrew
servant of the chief cook, to whom we two told the
dreams which we had seen, and he interpreted them
so exactly and skilfuily that all that he had predicted
happened to each of us, to him the penalty which he
suffered, to me my admission to your clemeney and
faveur."” XX. The king on hearing this 105
bade them hasten and summon the youth. They
obeyed, but first they had him shaver and shorn, for
in his confinement the hair had grown long and thick
on his head and chin. Then they put on him a bright
and clean raiment instead of his filthy prison clothes,
and smartened him in other ways and thus brought
him to the king, The king, judging him by his ap- 108
pearance to be a man of free and noble birth, for the
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ON JOSEPH, 106-110

persons of these whom we see exhibit characteristics
which are not visible to all, but only to those in whom
the eye of the understanding is quick to discern, said ¢

* My soul has a prophetic inkling that my dreams
will net for ever remain veiled in obsecurity, for in
this youth there are signs and indications of wisdom.
He will reveal the trut%x, and as light disperses dark-
ness his knowledge will disperse the ignorance of our
wizards.” So he told him the dreams.

Joseph, nothing awed by the high dignity of the tor
speaker, spoke to him with frankness combined with
modesty, rather as a king to a subject than as a sub-
jeet to the king, “ Geod has given you,” he said,

* warning of all that He is about to do in the land.
But do net suppose that the twe visions are two
dreams. There is one dream repeated, though the
repeating is not superfluous, but given te convince
you more firmly of its trustworthiness. For both the 108
seven fat oxeis and the seven well-grown and flourish-
ing ears indicate seven years of a%tmdance and pro-
sperity, while the seven oxen that came up after, thin
and loathly, and the seven blasted and shrunken ears
mean seven other years of famine. The first period 109
of seven years, then, will come bringing a large and
plentiful wealth of erops, while the river each year,
with its rising waters, tarns the fields into poels and
the plains have a fertility never known before. But
after this will come in its turn another peried of seven
years of the opposite kind, bringing severe deaxth
and lack of the means of living, with the river cessing

1o overflow and the fields to get their fatness, so that
men will forget the former prosperity and every trace

of the old abundance will be blotted out. Such are 119
the facts which appear from the interpretation, but
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° There is no authority for this statement in Genesis, or the
arguments adduced for it. Bat Philo may well have heard
orread of precedents,

¢ {2 when we thresh the annuai allowance from the store
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ON JOSEPH, 110-113

I also hear the promptings ¢ of the divine voice, de-
vising safeguards for the disease, as we may call it ;
and famine in cities and localities ¥ is the severest of
diseases, and we must provide means of weakening
it lest it grow to full strength and devour the in-
habitants. How, then, shall it be weakened ? What
is left over from the harvest of the seven years of
abundance after the necessary allowance for feeding
the multitudes, which perhaps will be a fifth, should
be stored in the city and villages, without transport-
ing the crops to a distance, but keeping them in the
places where they have been produced, to encourage
the inhabitants. And the crops should be brought
in just as they are in the sheaves, without threshing
them or purging them in any way,? for four reasons.
First, that being thus under shelter they will last
onger without spoiling; secondly, that every year
when they are threshed and winnowed they will serve
as a reminder of the prosperous time, for we always
find that imitation ¢ of oor real blessings has brought a
repetition of the pleasure; thirdly, the grain cannot
even be reckoned when it is contained in ears and
sheaves, and therefore is an uncertain and incaleul-
able quantity. This will prevent the minds of the
inhabitants from being prematurely depressed, when
they see that the grain, which is a known guantity ®
is being gradually eonsumed, Ou the contrary, they
will have courage, nourished on a food which is better
than corn, since hope is the best of nourishinents,
and take more lightly the heavy scourge of want.
Fourthly, to previde a store of fodder for the cattle
we copy what we do in the ordinary harvest and therefore
are reminded of it. But Cobn in his iranslation adopis
Mangey’s twbpynes.

¢ Lit. “ which has been caleulated,™ 108

111
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ON JOSEPH, 113-118

when the bran and chaff are separated through the

purging of the grain.  And to take charge of all this 114

you maust appoint 2 man of the ntmost prudence and
good sense and well-approved all round, one who will
be competent, without exeiting hatred or open resist-
ance, to make the preparations here described with-
out giving the multitude any idea of the coming
famine. For it wouid be a grievous thing if they
should faini in anticipation and lose heart through

lack of hope. And, if anyone asks the reason for 135

these measures, he should be told that, just as in
peace we mast exercise forethonght in preparing for
war, 50, too, in years of plenty must we provide against
dearth. Wars and famines and times of adversity in
general are nneertain, and we must stand ready to
meei them, not wait till they have cone and look for
the remedy when nothing is available.”

XXI. The king having heard both his interpreta- 118

tion of the dreams, so exactly and skilfally divining
the truth, and his advice to all appearance most
profitable in its foresight for the uncertainties of the
futare, bade his companions come closer to him seo
that Joseph might not hear, and zaid : * Sirs, shall
we find ancther man such as this, whe has in him the
spirit of Ged I When they with one aceord praised
and applauded his words, he iooked at Joseph who
was standing by, and said: "' He whom you bid us
seek is near at hand, the man of prudence and sense
is not far distant, He for whom according to your
advice we should look is yourself, for 1 think that
God is with you in the words you speak. Come,
then, and take the charge of my liouse, and the

117

superintendence of all E{%ypt. And ne one will 118
0

r 1 am not actuated by
197

conderon me for hastiness,
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ON JOSEPH, 118-124

self-confidence, that passion so hard to eure. Great
natures take no long time to prove themselves, but
by the massiveness of their power force others to give
them a rapid and immediate acceptance; and the
facts of the case do not admit of delay and procras-
tination, since the needs of the time wrge us on to
make the necessary preparations.” He then ap- 119
pointed him viceroy of the kingdom, or rather, if
the truth be said, king, reserving indeed to himself
the name of the office, but resigning to him the actual
sovereignty and deing everything else that might
give the young man honour. 8o, then, he bestowed 120
on him the roval seal and put upon him a saered
robe and a golden necklace, and setting him on his
second chariot bade him go the round of the city
with a crier walking in front who proclaimed the
appointment to those who did not know of it. He 121
also gave him another name in the language of the
country, based on his art of dream interpretation,
and betrothed him to the most distinguished of the
ladies of Tgypt, the danghter of the priest of the
Sun. These events happened when he was about
thirty years old. Such is the latter end 122
of the pious; though they be bent they do not
altogether fall, but arise and stand upright firm and
strong, never to be brought low any more, For 123
who would have expected that in a single day the
same man would turn from slave to master, from a
prisoner to the highest of dignitaries, that the gaoler’s
underling would be the king's vice-regent and lodge
in the palace instead of the gaol, thus winning the
foremost place of honour instead of the lowest of
dishonour ? But nevertheless these things have 124
happened and will often happen when God so wills,
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ON JOSEPH, 124-128

Only there must be seme live coal of nobility smounldes-
ing in the soul, which:is sure; if it be t%;nned into
flame, to blaze into light.
XXI1. But since it is our purpose to examine the
more aliegorical meaning after the literal, I must
say what is needful on that alse. Perhaps some of
the more thoughtless will laugh at my words; but
I will say quite plainly that the statesman is most
certainly an interpreter of dreams, not one of the
parasites, nor one of the praters whe shew off their
cleverness for hire and use their art of interpreting
the visions given in sleep as a pretext for making
meney ; but one who is accustemed to judge with
exactness that great general universal dream which
is dreamt not only by the sleeping but also by the
awaking.® 'This dream in veriest truth is human life:
{for, just as in the visions of sleep, seeing we see not,
! hearing we hear not, tasting and touching we neither
. taste nor touch, speaking we speak not, walking we
i walk not, and the other motions which we make or pos-
i tures we adopt we do not make or adopt at ail, but
" they are empty creations of the mind which without
any basis of reality produces pictures and images of
things which are not, as though they were, so, too, the
visions and imaginations of our waking hours resemble
dreams, They come ; they go; they appear; they
speed away ; they fly off before we can securely grasp
them ; let every man search into his own heart and
he will test the truth of this at first hand, with ne
need of proof from me, especially if he is now advanced
in years. This is he who was ence a babe, after this
a boy, then a lad, then a stripling, then a young man,
then a grown man and last an old man, But where

4 For some discussion of §§ 125-147 see App. pp. 601-602.
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ON JOSEPH, 128-133

are all these gone? Has not the baby vanished in
the boy, the boy in the lad, the lad in the stripling,
the stripling in the youth, the youth in the man, the
man in the old man, while on old age follows death ? ¢
Perhaps, indeed, each of the stages, as it resigns its
rule to its successor, dies an anticipatory death,
nature thus silently teaching us not fo fear the death
which ends all, since we have borne so easily the
earlier deaths -that of the babe, of the boy, of the
lad, of the stripling, of the man, who are all no more
when old age has come. XXHI. And the other
things of the body are they not dreams? Is not
beanty but for a day, withering before it flowers ;
health insecure because of the infirmities that lie
ready te attack it ; strength an easy victim of the
diseases which arise from numberless causes;
acenracy of senses unstable and easily upset by the
onset of some little humour ? As for the
external goods, who does not know their uncertainty ?
Magnifieent fortunes have often been dissolved in a
single day. Multitudes who have won the first place
with the highest honour have passed over to the un-
glorious lot of the unmeritable and obseure. The
greatest kings have seen their empires overthrown
when occasion gives a slight turn to the scale. What
Isay is voache§ for by Dionysius of Corinth, who was
the tyrant of 8ieily, but when he fell from power fled
to Corinth and there this great sovereign became
a teacher of the rudiments.r Another witness iz
Croesus, the king of Lydia, wealthiest of monarchs,
who hoped fo overthrow the empire of the Persians,

definition of ypsppariord as ypaupenich dreheorépe, De
Cong. 148. Cicero, Tuse. iil. 27, merely says of Dionysius
** docebat pueros.
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ON JOSEPH, 135-138

and net enly lost his own as well but was taken

prisoner and on the point of being burnt alive. That 134

these are dreams is attested not only by single men,
but by cities, nations, countries, by Greeks, by the
world of the barbarians, by dwellers on the mainland,
by dwellers on islands, by Eurepe, by Asia, by West,
by Hast.? Tor nothing at all anywhere has remained
in the same condition; everywhere all has been
subject to changes and vicissitudes. Egypt once
held the sovereignty over many nations, but now is
in slavery. The Macedonians in their day of success
flourished so greatly that they held dominien over
all the habitable world, but now they pay to the tax-
collectors the yearly tributes imposed by their
masters, Where is the honse of the Ptolemies, and
the fame of the several Suecessors * whose light once
shone to the utmost boundaries of land and sea?
Where are the liberties of the independent nations
and cities, where again the servitude of the vassals ?
Did not the Persians once rule the Parthians, and
now the Parthians rule the Persians? So mach do
human affairs twist and change, go backward and
forward as on the draught-board. Some picture for
their future = long and unlimited run of luck, and
the outeome is great calamity, and when they press
eagerly to secure what they think to be their heritage
of geod they find terrible misfortunes, while on the
contrary when they expect evil what they meet
with is geed. Athletes mightily proud of the
strength and muscle and robustness of their bodies,
hoping for undoubted victory, have often failed to
pass the test and been excluded from the arena, or
if admitted, have been vanquished, while others who
despaired of taking even the second place have won
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ON JOSEPH, 142-144

road. And thus the senses produce the contfusion

of high with low and great with small, and all that
is akin to ineguality and irregularity, and the soul’s
sight swims perforee in the great dizziness which they
create. XXIV. Since, then, human life
is full of this vast confusion and disorder and un-
eertainty also, the statesman must eome forward,
and, like some wise expounder of dreams, interpret
the day-time visions and phantoms of these who
think themselves awake, and with suggestions com-
mended by reason and probability shew them the
truth about each of these visiens: that this is beau-
tiful, that ugly, this just, that unjust, and so with
all the rest; what is prudent, ecurageous, pious,
religious, beneficial, profitable, and conversely what
is unprofitable, unreasonable, ignoble, impions, ir-
religious, deleterious, harmful, selfish.? And he will
give other lessons, such as, This is another’s, do not
covet it 3 This is your own, use it but do not misuse
it ; You have abundance of wealth, give a share to
others, for the excellence of wealth eonsists not-in
a fell purse but in succouring the needy; Your
possessions are small, be not jealous of the rich, for
envious poverty gets pity from none; You have
high reputation and have reeeived honour, be not
arrogant; Your fortunes are lowly, let not your
spirits sink alse; All goes with you as you wounld
have it, be prepared for change; You have made
many & trip, hope for a better time, for with men

# Or perhaps better * self-assertive.”

seems a fittle abrupt. It may be observed thai what we
might expect, viz. dAha ofor, would very easily be lost before
dXXMbraer, :
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ON JOSTPH, 145-148

things turn to their opposite ; The sun and moon and
the whele heaven stand out in such clear and plain
distinctness because everything there remains the
same and regulated by the standards of truth itself
moves in harmonious order and with the grandest
of symphonies ; while earthly things are brimful of
disorder and confusion and in the fullest sense of the
words discordant and inharmonions, because in them
deep darkness reigns while in heaven all moves in
most radiant light, or rather heaven is light itself
most pure and unalioyed. And indeed if one be
willing to look into the inner realities he will find
that heaven is an eternal day, wherein there is no
night er any shadew, because around it shire without
ceasing unguenchable and undefiled beams of light.

146

146

And the same difference that there is here in people 147

when asleep and when awake exists in the universe
as a whole between the heavenly and the earthly,
for the former s kept in unsleeping wakefulness by
active forces which do not err or stumble and go
always aright, but the earthly life is sunk in sleep,
and even if it wake up for a little is dragged down
again and falls asleep, because it can see nothing
steadily with its soul but wanders and stumbles about
darkened as it is by false opinions which compel it
to dream, and thus never catching up with realities
it is incapable of apprehending anything firmly and
seeurely. XXV, Again there is a sym-
bolic meaning in saying that Joseph mounts on the
king's second chariot, and the reason is this, The
statesman takes a second place to the king, for he is
neither a private person nor a king, but something
between the two. He is greater than a private
person but less than a king in abselute power, since
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ON JOSEPH, 148-152

bie has the people for his king, and to serve that king
with pure and guileless good faith is the task he has

set before him. Herides, too, aloft seated 149

on a chariot, raised on high both by the affairs he
handies and the multitude around lim, especially
when everything great and small goes as he would
have it, when from none comes any counterblast or
oppesition, and under the safe pilotage of God all is
well with the veyage. And the ring which
the king gives is the clearest sign of the good faith
which the king-people places in the statesman and
the statesman in the king-people.
The golden chain around his neck seems to indicate
both lkigh fame and punishment, for while affairs of
state fare wellin his hands he is proud and dignified
and honoured by the maltitude, but when disaster
befaills him, not indeed of his set purpose which would
imply guilt, but by chance which is a venial matter,
he is all the same dragged down to the dnst by the
decoration round his neck, and as he falls you may
almost hear his master say : “ I gave you this neck
circlet both as a decoration whenr my business
prospers and ag a halter when it goes amiss.” 2
XXVI. I have heard, however, some scholars give
an allegorical exposition of this part of the story
in a different form. It was as follows. The king
of Egypt, they said, was our mind, the ruier of
the tand of the body in each of us over which he
is invested with kingly power. When this mind
becomes enameoured of the body, its efforts are ex-
pended on three things which it deerns most worthy
of its eare and trouble, bread, meat and drink ; and,

2 The incidents of Joseph's exaltation discussed in these
sections are treated somewhat differently in De Som. ii. 43-47.
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ON JOSEPH, i52-156

therefore, it provides three offices to provide for
these, a chief baker, & chief butler and a chief cook,
for the first presides over the food, the second over
the drink, the third over the seasoning which adds
refish to the actwal meat. Al are eunuchs, since
the lover of pleasure is barren of ajl the chief neces-
sities, temperance, modesty, self-restraint, justice and
every virtue ; for no two things can be more hostile to
each other than virtueis to pleasure, which makes the
many disregard what alone deserves their care, satisfy
their unbridled lusts and submit to whatever those
Justs command. So, then, the chief cook is not haled
to prison and meets with no maltreatment, because
the extra seasonings he prepares are not of the most
indispensable kind and are not pleasure, but incite~
ments to pleasure, which kindle only to be quenched.
Not so with the other two whosc business lies with
the miserabie belly, namely the chief baker and the
chief butler. For the most essential of the needs
of life are food and drink, and those who take charge
of them are naturaily held to deserve praise if they
treat the charge as worthy of their care, but anger
and punishment if they neglect it. Fhe punishment
slso differs in the two cases beeaunse the usefulness
of the two differs, being absolutely vital in regard to
bread-food, less so in regard to wine, for men can live
without strong liquor by drinking fresh water, and
therefore it is possible to make terms of reconcilia-
tion with the chief butler as an offenderin a less
important matter. Not so with the chief baker who,
being guilty in what is ali-impertant, is the object of
an anger which demands his life, For death is the
consequence of lack of bread-food, and therefore the
offender in this is properly put to death by hanging,
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2 Perhaps read rowdpywr, the word used {in the form
Towdpyns) in Gen, xii 34.

218



ON JOSEPH, 156-160

suffering what he has made others to suffer, for
indeed he has hanged and racked the starving man
with hunger.

XXVILE S0 much for this.® To continue the story,
Joseph, thus appointed viceroy to the king and
promoted to the superintendence of Egypt, took
a journey to make himself known to all tﬁ,e people
of the country. IHe visited the nomes,” as they are
called, city by eity, and made his presence very wel-
come to those who saw him, not only through the
benefits which they received from him, but through
the remarkable and exceptional charm of his ap-
pearance and his general déportment. When the
first seven years of plenty came, as his reading of
the dreams had predicted, he employed the (focal)
prefects and others who served him in providing
for the public needs to collect a fifth part of the
fruits every year, and the quantity of sheaves which
he amassed surpassed anything within the memory
of men. - The clearest proof of this is that i was
impossible even to count them, though some persons
who weére interested in it spent a vast amount of
labour in making elaborate caleulations, But when
the seven years during which the plains bore plenti-
fully were ended, the famine began and spread and
grew till Egypt could not hold it. It overran suc-
cessively the cities and countries which lay in its
path to the utmost limits of east and west, and rapidly
made itself master of the whole civilized world round
Egypt. In fact, it is said that never did so great a

¢ From this point on to § 257 Philo’s namative follows
Gen, x1i 46-xlvii. 12 withont sericus inferruption. :
- * The name regularly given to the disiricts of Egypt.
See L. & 5.
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ON JOSEPH, 160-165

scourge fall upon the whole community, In this it
resembled what the medical schools cali herpes, which
attacks every part and spreads in successive stages
like 2 fire over the whole framework of the festering
body. Accordingly from each city the most ap-
proved persens were chosen and sent to Egypt, for
already the story of Joseph's foresight in storing up
abundance of food against a time of dearth had
penetrated to every quarter. He first ordered all
the stores to be thrown open, thinking that he would
thus increase the counrage of those who saw them,
and, so to speak, feed their souls with comforting
hopes before he fed their bodies. Afterwards,
through the commissioners of victualling he sold to
those who wished to buy, still always forecasting the
after-time and keeping a keener eye on the future
than on the present.

XXVIIL In these circumstances, his father, too,
as the necessities of life were now growing searce,
little knowing his boy’s good fortune, sent ten of his
sons to buy corn, but kept at home the youngest, the
uterine brother of the king’s viceroy. The ten came
to Egypt and had an interview with their brother,
thinking him to be a stranger, and awestruck at his
dignified position bowed te him in the old-fashioned
way, and thus at the very outset brought his dreams
to fulfilment.® He, seeing those who had sold him,
immediately recognized them all, though nene of
them recognized him. It was not Gods will to
reveal the truth as yet, for cogent reasons which
were best at the time kept secret, and therefore He

4 Phile is probably thinking of Gen. xlii. 9 * Joseph re-
membered the dreams which he dreamed of them, and said
unto them, Ye are spies.”
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ON JOSEPH, 165167

elther changed and added grandeur to the appear-
ance of the regent or else perverted the understand-
ing of the brothers from properly apprehending what
they saw, Then, though, young as he was, promoted 166
to so high a command, invested with the first office
after the king, looked up to by east and west, Hushed
with the vigour of his prime and the greatness of
his power, with the oppertunity of revenge in
his hands, he might weil have shewn vindictiveness,
he did not do so. He bore up firmly against his
feelings, and, keeping them under the manage- -
ment of his soul, with a carefully considered purpose,
he feigned disfavour and with looks and voice and
the rest of his demeanocur counterfeited indignation.
* 8irs,’” he said, “ your intentions are net peaceful.
You have been sent as spies by one of the king's
enemies, to whom you have agreed to render this
base service thinking that you would escape de-
tection. But no fireachercus action passes un-
detected, however profound the obscurity in which
it is shrouded.” The brothers attempted 187
to defend themselves, and maintained that the
charges had no foundation of fact. They had nod
been sent, they said, by ili-disposed persons, and
they themselves had no hestility to the people of the
country and could never have brought themselves
to yundertake such employment, being men of peace- -
ful nature who had learned almost from infancy
to value a steady and quiet life under a father of
scrupulous’ conduct and highly favoured by God.
“ This father has had twelve sons, the youngest of
whom has stayed at home, being not of an age to
travel. Ten are'we whom yon see before you here,
and the twelfth has passed away.’
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ON JOSEPH, 168-172

XXIX. When he heard this and found himself
spoken of as dead by these who had sold him, what
do we suppese were the sensations of his soml?
Though he gave no utterance to the emotion which 168
he feit, yet inwardly he was consmned by the secret
fire which their words had kindled. In spite of this,
he said, assuming a very impressive air,® “ If it is
true that yeu have net come to spy out the land,
do you as a proof of good faith to me abide here for
a short time and let your youngest brother be sam-
moned hither by letter. But, if yon are anxious 168
to depart for the sake of your father who will per-
haps be alarmed at his long separation from you,
let ali the rest set off but one remain to serve as a
hestage until you return with the youngest. And
any discbedience in this will entail the extreme
penaity of death.” Thus he threatened with grim 170
looks, and giving to all appearance signs of great
anger took his departure. But they, filied with
loom and depression, began to repreach them-
selves for their plot against their brother. * That
wrong we did,” they said, ““is the cause of our
present evil plight.  Justice, the survevor of human
affairs, is now devising our downfall. For alittie while
ghe kept guiet, but now is awake and shews her im-
placable and inexorable nature to those who deserve
punishment. And who deserves it more than we, 171
who mercilessly disregarded the prayers and sup-
plications of our brother, though he had ecommitted
no offence, but merely in family affection recounted
to us as his intimates the visions of his sleep, in
resentment for which, with unparalieled bratality
and savagery, we wrought what trath forces us
to admit were unholy deeds? And, therefore, let ns 172
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ON JOSEFPH, 172-176

expect to suffer this, and even more than this, we
who though almost alone among men we owe our
title of no%lywbom to the surpassing virtues of father,
grandfather and ancestors, have shamed owr kin
and hastened to load ourselves with infamy and
disgrace.” The eldest of the brothers, who origin- 173
ally opposed them when they were forming their
plot, said : * Bemorse for what is done is useless. 1
proved to you the enormity of the crime and begged
and exhorted you not to give way to your wrath, but
when you should have aecepted my advice you let
your: evil counsels have their way. And so we are 174
reaping the rewards of our sel “will and impiety.
The plot we hatched for him is under inquisition,
but the inquisitor is no man but God or the word
or law of God.” XXX. As they talked 175
thus quietly, since an interpreter was acting for
them,* the brother whom they had sold heard what
they said, and, overcome by his emotion and on the
point to weep, turned aside to avoid discovery and
let the tedys stream warm and fast. Then, some-
what relieved, he wiped them from his face, turned
round and bade the second eldest of the brothers
to be bound in the sight of them all. This brother
corresponded to himself, for the second of a }arge
number corresponds to the last but one as the eldest
does to the last. But perhaps toe he thought that 178
‘that brother had the greatest responsibility for the
wickedness, since he might be almost called the officer
of the company and the ringleader of their spite.
For if 'he had ranged himself’ with the eldest when

this quiet cohversation; because they sufpposéd that he would

not understand them in the absence of the interpreter, who

had acted before. _ .
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ON JOSEPH, 176-170

he ecunselled kindness and humanity, being, thoagh
younger than he, older than the others, the wrong-
doing might well have been stopped. For the two
highest in position and honour would have been united
in sentiment and purpose on the question, and this of
itself would have had great weight to turn the seale.

As it was, he left the mild, the better, side, and 177

deserted to the eruel and savage side, and being
appointed their leader so encouraged his fellow-
malefactors that they played out without flinching
the eriminal econtest. It was for this reason, I think,
that he alone of them all was put in bonds.

As the others were now preparing for their journey 178

homewards, the regent ordered the eorn-factors to
fill all their sacks, thus treating them as guests, and
secondly to place secretly in the mouth of each sack
the price which had been paid, without giving in-
formation of this repayment to the reeipients, and
thirdly to bestow an additional bounty, namely a
speeial stock of provisions sufficient for the journey,
so that the corn purchased might be brought to its
destination undiminished. The brothers journeyed
o, pitying as was natural the oene whom they left in
bonds, and no less depressed at the thought of their
father, how he would again hear of misfortane and
feel that every journey diminished and curtailed his
wealth of children. ‘' Indeed,” they said, “ he will
not even believe that he has been put in bonds, but
think that bonds are a pretext to cloak death, sinee
those who have onee received a blow often find them-
selves brought up against the same calamity.” As
they thus talked, evening overtook them, and when
they had unloaded their beasts, though these were
relieved, they themselves felt the burden of their
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ON JOSEPH, 179-184

eares weigh heavier on their souls.  For when the
body takes rest the mind receives clearer visions of
adversities and is grievously aftieted and oppressed
thereby, XXXIL Ore of them, Ivosing a particular 180
sack, saw at its mouth a purse nearly full of silver,
and, counting it, found that the exact price which
he had paid for the corn had been restored to him.
Filled with astonishment, he told his brothers, who,
suspecting that it was not a gift but a trap, were dis-
mayed. And thougl they fain weuld have examined 181
alt the sacks, so great was their fear of pursuit that
they started off and hurried on with ali speed, and
racing along with hardly a pause for breath made a
short matter of accomphishing a journey of many days,
Then grouped around @ their father they embraced 182
Lim, weeping the while, and kissed him as he clung
to cach and folded them passionately in his arms,
though his soul already had a boding of some calamity.
For he took note of them as they approached and
greeted him, and, thinking that the son who was
actually left behind was playing the laggard, he
blamed him for his slowness and kepi loecking to
the different approaches in his eagerness to see the
number of his children complete. And, seeing his 183
agitation when no one else appeared from outside,
they said : * In calamity, to learn the truth is less
painful than to doubt., He who has learned the truth
may find the way to safety; the ignorance of doubt
produces the perplexity which finds no path, Listen,
then, te a story, which, painful though it be, must
needs be told, The brother who was sent with us to 184
buy corn and has not returned is alive—you must east
from your mind the worse fear of his death—but,
though alive, he remains in Egypt with the regent
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ON JOSEPH, 184-188

of the land, who, either on some accusations laid by
others, or on his own suspicions, charged us with
being spies. We made al] the defence which the
oceasion called for. We told him of you, our father, 185
and the brothers who were absent from our company,
how one of them was dead and the other was abiding
with you, whe, as we said, was still quite young and
therefore on account of his age kept at home. Bui
wlien we thas laid bare without concealment all the
facts about our family we made no headway in re-
moving hiz suspicion. He told us that the only
preof which he would accept of the truth of our asser-
tions was that the youngest sen should be sent to him,
anrd that to ensure this he detained the second son
as pledge and security for the other. This command 186
is painful beyond everything, but is laid upon us less
by him who issued it than by the needs of the time,
which we must perforee obey to get those provisions
which Tgypt alone supplies to pesple who are hard
pressed by famine,” XXXH. Their 187
father gave a deep groan, and said : * Whom should
i lament for first 7 My youngest but ene, who was
pet the last but the first to be placed on the list of
unfortunates, or the second ¢ldest who won the second
prize of evils, bonds in place of death, or the youngest
whe, if he does go, will go on a journey of truly evil
omen, uniessened by the misfortunes of his brothers?
While 1, divided hmb by limb and part by part, since
the child is part of its parent, am like to survive child-
less, I whe but lately was held to be the father of
a fine and numeroug family.” His eldest son then 188
satd: ' I give you my two sons, my only children, as
hostages. Blay them if I do net restore to you in
safety the brether whom you will entrust to my hand,
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ON JOSEPH, 188-193

whese coming to Egypt will procure us two very great
gains, first the clear proof that we are not spies or
enemies, secondly the power to recover our brother
from bondage.” The father was much distressed, and 89
said that he knew not what to do, since of the two full
brothers one was already dead and the other left
desolate and alone would dread the journey andsuffera
living death through fright recalling the horrors which
had befallen his precursor,  When he thus spoke, they
put forward the fourth in age, the most courageons of
them ali, a man princely in nature and powerful
of gpeech, and perssaded him teo act as spokesman
of what they all thought. This was, that, since the 190
necessaries of life were running short, as the first
stock of corn which they had brought was exhausted
and the stress of the famine pressed hard vpon ther,
they should set out to buy more corn but would not
do so if their youngest brother stayed behind, since
the ruler of the land had forbidden them to appear
withont him, Their father, reckoning in 19
his wisdom that it was better to surrender one to the
merey of anobscure and dubious future than that many
should suffer the undoubted destruction which the
stress of famine, that fatal scourge, wonld inflict upon
the whole household,said: ** Nay, if the callof necessity 192
is stronger than my wishes, I mnst vield, for haply
it ruay be that nature has some better gift in store,
which as yet she refuses to reveal to our mind, Take, 103
then, the yeungest as you propose, and depart, but
not in the same fashion as before, for on the former
oceasion when you were unknown and had not met

to the mas & évde, *what was in his mind." The radre
Mopros 15 anacoluthie in any case.
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ON JOSEPH, 193-197

with any fatal disaster you enly needed money to pay

for the corn, but now you must take presents also for
three reasons, to propitiate the governor and chief
vietualler to whom you say you are known, te hasten
the delivery of the prisoner with a considerablé ran-
som, and to remedy the suspicion that you are spies

as much as you can. Take, then, samples of all 194
the products of our land, firstfruits, as it were, and

a double sum of mioney, te make good what was re-
stored to you on your former visit, perhaps through
someone's oversight, and also enough for purchasing
the corn, Carry with you, further, my own prayers 195
which I offer to the God of our salvation that you, as
strangers in the land, may be well-pleasing to the
inhabitants, and also may return in safety and restore

to your father the sureties which he has been forced

to pledge, even his sons, both him who before was
left behind in bondage and the one whom you now
ta}ke with you, the youngest so inexperienced in
life,”

XXXIIE They set off, and hastened to Egypt. 198
On their arrival a few days afterwards the governor
saw them and was greatly pleased. He bade the
steward of his household prepare a sumptuous meal
and bring theni in to partake of his salt and board.
Conducted thus, with no knowledge of what was 197
intended, they were scared and perturbed, guessing
that they were to be libelled as thieves for having
filched the price of the corn which they had found in
the sacks on the first occasion. Then they approached
the steward and made their defence, clearing their
consciences of a matter on which no one was ventur-
ing to charge them, and at the same time they pro-
duced and shewed him the money which they had
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ON JOSEPH, 198-208

brought for repayment. But he raised their courage 198
with kind and friendly words. “‘ No one,” he said,
**is so impious as to libel the bounties of God Whose
mercy I tovoke. For He has poured treasure intp
your sacks, thereby providing not only sustenange
but wealth to spend as you need it.”” Thus en- 199
eouraged, they proceeded to set out in erder the gifts
they ﬁad brought from home, and when the master
of the house arrived they offered them te him. Ile
asked them how they were, and whether the father
of whom they spoke hefore still lived, in answer to
which they said nothing about themselves but told
him that their father was alive and well. Joseph 200
inveked a blessing on him and proneunced him most
favoured by Ged, and then, when, looking round, he
saw Beniamin, his own mother's son, he could not
contain himself, but, overcome by emotion, turned
aside before he eould be observed, and hastened,
nominaily on some pressing business, as the time for
disclosure had not come, into a corner of the house
and there burst into weeping and let the tears stream
forth, XXXIV. Then he washed his face, and, reason 201
prevailing over his troubled feelings, approached his
gnests and led them to the feast, having first restored
the prisoner who had been detained as hostage for the
youngest. Other Egyptian dignitaries feasted with
them. ‘he method of entertainment 202
followed in each case ancestral practice,? since he
stmngi{ disapproved of neglecting old eustoms,
particuiarly at a festivity where the pleasures out-
number the disagreeables, When the guests were 203
seated, arranged by his commands in order of age, as
at that date it was not the custom te recline at con-
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4 See Gen, xliil, 38, where the statement that they were
piaced in order of semorlty is followed by ** the mea marvelled
one with another.”

¢ Philo may have found & ground for this in the phrase
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ON JOSEPH, 203-206

vivial gatherings, they were surprised to find that
the Egyptians affected the same fashions as the
Hebrews, and were careful of order of precedence,
and knew how to discriminate between younger and
“older in the honeurs which they paid them.? "It may
be,” they said, ** that in other times the style of life
in this country was jess civilized, until this man, when
put over the state, introduced good order not only
in the important matters which give rise to suceess
in peace and war, but in those regarded as less
irmportant which mainly belong to the lighter side
of life. For festivities demand cheerfulness and
have no room for the over-grave and austere guest.”
While they thas quietly descanted in his praise the
tables were brought in, not over-sumptuousiy laden,?
because their host, on account of the famine, dis-
liked the thought of luxury while others were suffer-
ing want; and they themselves had the sound sense
to include in their eujogies this also, that he had
shunned the odious fault of tasteless display. He
had preserved, they said, the attitude both of a
sympathizer with the needy and of the host at a feast,
had set himself in the mean between the two and
escaped censure on either count.  The arrangements,
then, did not offend good taste, but were suitable to
the oceasion, and any deficiency was made good by
the constant signs of kind feeling shewn in toasts
and good wishes and invitations to take refreshment,
things whieh to liberal and cultured temperaments
give more pleasure than all the preparations of food
and drink provided by the fovers of high feasting for

“get on bread™ in conirast to the more elaborale prepara-
tions of Gen. xviil. He apparently forgets that the steward
had been erdered to provide & sumpiuous meal (§ 196).
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ON JOSEPH, 208-210

themselves and others, who make a parade of what
is unworthy of care and attention with the ostentation
natural to men of little mind.

XXXV. On the next day at dawn he sent for the 207
steward of the house and bade him fill with corn all
the sacks which the men had brought, and again put
the purchase-meney in purses at the mouths of the
sacks, and also to place in that of the youngest his
finest piece of siiver, the cup out of which he was
aceustomed to drink himself. The steward readily 208
carriecd out his erders without anyene else being
present, and they, knowing nothing of these secret
doings, set off in %;igh spirits at all their good fortune
so far beyond their hopes. What they had expected 200
was to find themselves the victims of a false charge
of stealing the money which had been restored to
them, to fail to recover their brother who was left
as hostage and perhaps also in addition to lose the
youngest who might be foreibly detained by the
governor whe had urged his coming. What had 210
happened surpassed their most sanguine wishes. In-
stead of being subjected to accusation, they had heen
made partners in the board and salt which men have
devised as the symbels of true friendship. They had
recovered their brother inviolate witheut any inter-
vention or entreaty. They were bringing, too, the
youngest safe and sound to his father, and while they
had escaped the suspicion of being spies they were
taking with them a rich abundance of food and more-
over had comfortable prospects for the future, * For
if provisions should c%ance te fail,”” they reasoned,

*“ we shall leave home not in extreme fear as before
but with joyfal hearts, knowing that we shall find in
the governor of the country not a stranger but a per-
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CN JOSEFPH, 211-215

sonal friend.” XXXVI. While they were
in this mood, and their souls oceupied with these re-
fieetions, 2 sudden and unexpected discomfitare over-
took them. For the steward, by order of his master,
with a considerable body of servants, appeared in
pursuit waving hizs hands and beckoning to them to
halt. Andwhen he arrived, all eagerness and panting
hard, ** You have set the seal,” he zaid, “ to the
earlier charges made against you. You have re-
turned evil for good and once more set your feeg
in the same path of iniquity. You have filched the
price of the corn and committed in addition a2 still
worse erime, for villainy grows if it receives condona-
tion. You have stolen the finest and most valuable
of my master’s cups in which he pledged you, you,
who were 50 exceedingly grateful, so exceedingly
peace-loving, you who did not so moch as know the
meaning of ‘ spy,” vou who brought double meney
to pay what was due before, apparently as a trap and
snare to serve yon in your quest for still more plunder,
But wickedness does not prosper in the long run;
it i ever scheming to remain bid but is detected in
the end.” While he continued in this strain, they
stood paralysed and speechless, suddenly seized by
those most painfal inflictions, grief and fear, so that
they could not even open their mouths. For the
onset of anexpected ills can render even eloguent
speakers mute. Yet, unnerved as they were, they
did not wish their silence to be constrned as a sign
that their conseience convicted them, and therefore
they replied : “ How shall we defend onrseives, and
to whom ! You will be our judge, you who are also
onr accuser, who from your experience of us should
rather be the advocate did others arraign us. Could
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ON JOSEPH, 215-217

it be that after bringing in repayment the money
we found in our sacks though no one challenged us,
we completely changed our characters, so as to re-
quite our entertainer by muleting and robbing him ?
Neo, we have not done so, and may ne such thought
ever enter ourmind. Let whoever of the brothers is 216
proved to have the cup be put to death, for death is
the penalty at which we assess the cxime if it really has
been commitied, for several reasons, First, because
covetonsness and the desire for what is another’s is
against all law; secondly, because to attempt to
injure benefactors is a mest unholy deed ; thirdly,
because to those who pride themselves on their high
lineage it is a most shameful reproach if they do not
shrink from ruining the prestige of their ancestors
by deeds of guilt, And since, if any one of us has
committed this theft, he is liable on all these connts,
et him die since his deed deserves a thousand deaths.”
XXXVIIL With these words they pulled the packs 217
from off their beasts, and bade him search with all
diligence. He, who knew well that the cnp was lying
in the sack of the youngest son, since he had secretly
put it there himself, tricked them by beginning his
examination with the eldest, and continued in regular
order according to their age, as each produced and
shewed his sack, uniil he reached the fasi. When
the object of the search was actually found in his
possession, a wail arose from the whole body at the
sight. They rent their clothes and wept and groaned,
mourning for the death which awaited the brother
who was still alive, and no less for themselves and
their father who foretold the misfortunes which wonld
befall his son and had therefore for a time refused to
consent to their wish that their brother should fravel
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wids 8¢ T dmesdiy éepov'rwv kai & ols dovxoday-
Tolvro retadveuévwy 6 Térapros ol nk;«caw«ﬁv

1 yss. dn’ v,
2 S0 Cohn and Mangey with some ms. authority, Most
a8, have wporyAadrovs or worShdrevs. See note a,

* Assumning that wpofhfrovs is to be read, its place in ﬂ‘]l‘
series as s ' servile name,” followed by oa‘xérptﬁms‘ and épyup-
wrirovs, suggests that It also describes a special type of
slave. If so, it may perbaps refer to children who had been
eaposed in infancy and then annexed by persons who
h‘mught them up as their own slaves, Thus they would
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ON JOSEPH, 218-922

with them. Downeast and confounded they returned 218
by the same road to the city, appalled at the event
and attributing it to a2 malicious plot and not to the
covetousness of their brother. Then, when brought
before the governor, they shewed their brotherly
good feeling by their genuine emotion. For, falling 219
in a bedy at his knees, as though they were all gnilty
of the theft, a charge the mere mention of which
was an outrage, they wept, they besought him, they
put themselves at his disposal, they volunteered fo
submit to enslavement, they called him their master
and themselves his slaves of any and every king, out~
casts,® household bred or purchased in the market ;
no servile name did they leave unsaid, . But 220
he, to try them still further, assumed a very severe ®
air and said: “ I trust that I may never act thus, and
send s0 many to captivity for the sin of one. For
what geod reason is there for including in the penalties
those who had no share in the offence ? He yonder,
who alone did the deed, let him suffer for it. Now, I 221
am told that before you entered the city ® death was
the sentenee you too approved for the guilty person,
butas [ am everinelined for themoderate and humaner
course I reduce the punishment and sentence him to
slavery instead of death.”” XXXVIIL This stern 222
decision had greatly distressed them, utterly de-
jected as they were by the false accusations made
against them, when the fourth in age, who combined

naturaily form a thivd class to olxdrpfos {taken as =olvovéves)
and dpyvpwrdrovs. I have not been able to find in Greek or
Roman Jegislation any allusion o such a siatus, but sce
App. p. 602,
¢ Or perhaps “ dignified,” * impressive,” ¢f. De 4br. 210,
Fossibly, as Mangey suggested, read Safurépy, ¢ § 168 abave,
¢ Lit * in front of the city.”
247



PHILO

86 1’0)4]1-7}1'7]5‘ per’ a.r.Sovs wal Bappadéos, mappraley
v dvev drawayvvrias ewwemﬁevst*««mpoaehﬁwv
tﬁnm ¢ Seop.aa, Séamora, pi) Buud yoploecbar ;.mﬁ
dre Te'mfaa Y p.e'm Bam.)tsa Tdfew ﬁpmcwray;fwm:.
223 mpd rhis dmodoylas judw. muvfavopdvyp oo kard
v wporépay émbmptay wepl Te ddeddol xal mo-
[78] Tpos dmexpwdpefa- mamip pév | domi mpeafirs,
ol xpbvp péddov yeynpaxdis % Tals dmaitidors
Bvaruyiass, ¢’ dv yvpveldperos dBiyrod Tpbmov
& mévors xal Svowaprephrois waxomefelars de-
erddeaey- dBeddds 8¢ wopdf) véos éotl, dierbmaws
srepydpeves O Tol warpds, éweds; xal dfifyovds
fore wal Suely yevopdvow duopnTpiwy dwekeldln
pbvos, rof mpeoPurdpov  Bialws dmollavivros.
9224 kehedovros B¢ vod dvfidde 0v ddedddr dyayely xal
dwedotivros, &l pi) mapayévorro, und’ uty €ls Sy
ey Er miy oy émrpamioectiar, kerpdolvres
drnAlerripeda xal pddis olkede émaveAfdvres
226 EdnAolper 18 &md ool +@ marpl, & 3¢ kar' dpyés
pév dvrédeye Bedids opddpa wepl TG maldl, TAy
& dvayraiwy Smoomevilvraw wai pndevds Hudv
rodpudvros €mt surwviay fikew diye Tol vewrdrov
Sid rds ods dmaverdoes, pdhs welferar TobTov
ovverméufar puple pév almdpevos, St adelddv
&Mov éxew dpodoyicauer, pupla § ofm'agépsvog,
el p,eMna'eL Saagev'yyva@m mf'rrwg 'ya.p éort el
wpaypm'wv w:rapog, ot p.ovov @ Kerd TRV dA-
226 dodamiy, AL kal T@v xard Ty wOAw}t wpds ody

* The singular seems strange. Manglgg wished to correct
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ON JOSEPH, 222-225

boldness and courage with modesty and practised
frankness of speech without effrentery, spproached
him and said : “ My lord, I pray you not to give way
to wrath, nor, because you have been appointed to
the secend post after the king, to condemn before you
have heard our defence. When you asked us at our 223
first visit of our byrother and father, we answered,
* Qur father is 2n old man, aged not so much by years
as by repeated misfortunes, whereby as in a training-
school he has been continually exereised amid labours
and sufferings which have tried him sore. But our
brother is quite young, the idol and darling of his
father, becaunse he is the child of his later years, the
only one left of the twe that their mother bore, since
the elder has died a violent death. Now when you 224
bade us bring that brother here, and threatened that
if he did not arrive we should not even be admitted
again to your presence, we departed in dejection,
snd, when we got home, only with reluctance toid
your orders to our father. He at first opposed them in 225
his great fear for the boy, but, when necessaries grew
scarce and yet none of ug dared to come and buy eorn
without the youngest because of the stern warning
you had given, he was with difficuity persuaded to
send the boy with us. Many a time did he blame us
for admitting that we had another brother. Many
a time did he pity himself for the coming separation
from the boy, for he is but a child and without experi-
ence,not only of life in aforeign land, but of city e life

% Clohrn transiates ** einheimischen,” which would seem to
represent Mangey’s riw i8lor wihov {see critical note).

by Cohn ir: a similar passage in De Decal. 13, where the msa,
have kard wéhw. (The absence of the article perhaps makes
n difference, and xerd méo might be read in both passages.)
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ON JOSEPH, 226-280

ingeneral. Then, since such are our father’s feelings, 226
how can we return to him ? How can we look him
in the face without the boy? He will suffer the
saddest of deaths on merely hearing that he has not
returned, and we shall be called murderers and parri-
cides by all the spiteful peopie who gloat over such
misfortunes. And the chief stream of obloguy will 227
be directed against me, for I pledged myself with
many forfeits to my father, and declared that I re-
ceived the boy as a deposit which I would restore
when itwasdemanded from me. But howean I restore
it, anless you yourself are propitiated ? T pray you
to take pity on the cld man, and realize the miseries
which he will suffer if he does not recover him whom
he unwillingly entrusted to my hand. But do you 228
exact the penalty for the wrongs whicl: you believe
vourself to have received. I wilt willingly pay it.
Write me down your slave from this day onwards. I
will gladly endere what the newly-bought endure
if you will spare the child. This boon, if indeed you 229
grant it, will be & boon not to the boy himself but to
one whe is not here present, whom you will relieve
of his cares, the father of all these many suppliants,
For suppliants we are who have fled for refuge to
your most sugust right hand, which we pray may
never fail us. Take pity, then, on the old age of one 230
who has spent all his years labouring in the arena of
virtne. The cities of Syria he won over to receive and
honour him, though his customs and usages were
strange to them and very different, and those of the
country alien %o him in no small degree. But the
nobility of his life, and his acknowledged harmony of
words with deeds and deeds with words, prevailed so
that even those whem national feelings prejudiced
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233

234
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wal 4 mpdrepa, wis éyovet rod i ydpas émi-
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érvlidvero wpidasw Toil yvdvac, el wepf.ea'nv d
ddeAdds, aAAd e{-’ emﬁovhng avqpe;-mf., xal dve
waréoye rTods ovs ea{mg awaf.pef.v op,oho;w;-
oavTas 4 ayel ‘TOV veuyra.'rov 8y f.Sew pihor’
ewot?ef. xal Tis én’ am'w xahem;s Kat ‘Bapv-mﬂzg
drias ameddayijrac,? xai ewet.s'q wapeye've-m xm ToV
d8eAdov eﬁeaa‘avo Jirpoy Soov av€l9as s §ov-
75509, KaAdoas em Semav xai €omiy modvrereo-
Tépais eﬁwxez 7ov dpopiTpLov napacKevals, dmo-
BAénwv ef.g emw“rov xal TEKpacpopevog ér Tis
Sfpews, €l Tis avrols dmowoupet ldvos, wal ds
&Gpevfﬁowag écépa wal &vaxeope’voug ént 7 rob
vewrdTou T, dvalv 400  paprvplacs onpeuo-
a'apevog 5 ,m;-Sev éxBog dmorddeoar xal *rpvra)v
émevdnae, Ty Tob xexhédfar Soxodvros dumduares

! Cohn and Mangey's puactuation seems to me faelty in
this sentence. They place full stops after dradhayfrat and
$Bbves {Mangey also after drgp?;m:) But surely it is ail one

sentence introduced by et rofiro and stating that all these
steps were taken as a test,

¢ Benjamin's ©“ mess " was five times as much as any of
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ON JOSEPH, 231-235

against him were brought over to his ways. Such 231
is the gratitude which you will earn, and what greater
could be earned ! Tor what greater boon could a
father have than the recovery of a son of whose safety
he has despaired ? 7

XXXIX. All this and what had gone before was 232
intended te test what feeling they shewed under
the eves of the governor to his own mother’s son.
For he feared that they might have had that natural
estrangement which the children of a stepmother
often shew to the family of another wife who was no
less esteemed than thelr own mother. This was the 233
reason why he accused them of spying, and gques-
tioned them on their kin in order to know whether
that brother was alive and had net been the vietim
of a plot, and also why he detained one when he
let the others depart sfter agreeing to bring the
youngest, whom he greatly yearned te see and thus
shake off the trouble which weighed on him se
heavily. This again was whﬁv, though when he 234
came to foin them and seeing his brother felt just a
little relieved, he after inviting them to the hospi-
tality of hiz board entertained his mother’s son on
a ricﬂer seale than the rest,® but meanwhile observed
each of them to judge from their looks whether they
still cherished some secret envy. Finally it was for 235
the same reason that when he saw how pleased and
overjoyed they were at the honour paid to that
brother and thus had established by two testimonies
that there was no smouldering enmity, he devised
this third testimony, namely to pretend that the

theirs, Gen, xliii, 34, Fhile has rather strangely omitted
to mention this in his account of the feast. Josephus, Aut.
il, 125, gives the same reason for the action.
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ON JOSEPH, 285-240

cup had been stolen, and charge the theft to the
youngest. For this would be the clearest way of
testing the real feeling of each, and their attachment
to the brother thus falsely accased. On all these 238
grounds he was now convinced that there was no
factious congpiracy to undo his mother’s family, and
also considering what had happened to himseif
he came to the conelusion that his experiences
were probably due not so much to their conspir-
ing as to the providence of God Who beholds
digtant events and sees the future no less than the
present.

XL. 8o then, overcome by family affection, he 237
hastened to conclade his reconeciliation. And that
no reproach might attach to the brothers for their
aetion he judged it best that no Egyptian should be
present at the first recognition. Instead he bade all 238
the staff to withdraw, and then suddenly shedding a
flood of tears and beckoning to them with his right
hand to approach nearer so that no one else could
by ehanee hear him, he said: “I am going fo reveal
to you a matter which has been shrouded in darkness
and long time hidden, and 1 do so while you and 1
are ali alone. The brother whom you sold into
Egypt is I myself, whom you see standing beside
you.” When, astonished and staggered at the un- 239
expected news, they stood rooted to the spot mute
and speechiess with eyes cast to the ground as
thougﬁ drawn by some compelling force,  Be not
downeast,” he continued, "I forgive and forget all
what you did to me. Do not ask for any other
advoeate. Of my own free, unbidden judgement I 240
have voluntarily come to make my peace with you.
In this I have two feliow-counsellors, my reverenee

255



PHILO

evoeflela, ¢ 6 mAeloTov T xdpiTos dratifnue, xal

i duvowf] ddavlpwmie, § wpés dravras Sua-
241 epdrrews dé 7pds TovS c’uﬁ’ af;wrros; KppaL. (ral
vo,u,wa rév cupBeByrorav oty tuds adda 96(‘)!}
aiTior yeyev’qcrﬁm ﬂow\?}ﬁewa pe Ty avTob xapt.-
TV Kal Swpewv, s év rols avayxawwimtg Karpots
nélwoe rd péve r@v dvlpdmwy mapaayetv, tmn-
242 peryy  yevéolou wal Sudxopgh. dvapyfi 8¢ wiorw
3!5:’(16{96 Aafetv £’§ G opare: mhoay p,év Afyuﬁ-rov
emve'rpappac Ty 8 Eyeo T mpoTY. mapd TG
agihel kal (e véov owa ﬂpeoﬁwepog Wy s ':Ta-re'pa
Tl ﬁepaweuopa:. e ovy Imo @y dyywpluw ,lwvov
aMc\x wal U‘JTO w}\eamwv dAwy eﬁywv doa xa:.
trjroa xai adrdvopa yxpeta yap mdvra Sid T
243 &vdetar mpoeordros. dpyvpds re wal ypvods wal,
16 rotrwr dvayradrepor, ai rpodal wap épol pdvw
rapuevorrar Swavdpovre kal xaraxepparibovr wpds
Tc‘xg ci;fayxafas xpefag €xdoros TAY Scepévwv, &g
pafre o vy els Tpudmpy mepirreboat pyre T Ty
244 ef.s‘ exﬂ)\npwo'w ev‘o‘ems émdvmely. dAX odr évafipy-
véuevos kai ocepruvdperos ravri SweffMov, dAX
% aiclyofe, Or Tév ThAucotTwr oddels dpeller
dvBpdimer alrios éoeclar SodAw xal perd radra
Beopdity yevopérg-—rxal yip é8é0ny moré ouko-
Povrnlels—, aAX & vds doydras ovpdopds Te¢ Kal
dvanpaylas pebapposduevos els vas dvwrdrw xal
245 wpdiras ebruylas Ueds ny, § wdvra Svvard. rafra
dpof Bravoovpévou, pnicére eddafds éxere rag Svo-
ppootvas érmodaw mowmoduevor xal mwpds LAapdr
peraBaddvres edfvplav. €8 8 dyv Eyou xal mpds rov
narépa currelvar kal mpdrov adT@ rd wepl Tis

256



ON JOSEPH, 240-245

for our father, which is chiefly responsible for the
favour I shew you, and the natural humanity which
I feel to all men, and particularly to those of my
blood. {And I consider that the cause of what has 241
happened is not yon but God, Whe willed to use me
as His servant, to administer the boons and gifts
which He deigns to grant te the human raee in the
time of their greatest need. You can have a clear 242
proof of this in what yeu see. All Egypt is com-
mitted to my hands, and I hold the first place of
honour with the king, and theugh I am young, and he
my elder, be honours me as a father, I have walting
en my will not only the inhabitants of the land, but
most of the other nations, whether subjeet or in-
dependent, for because of the dearth they all need
me at the head. Silver and gold are stored in my 243
keeping alone, and, what is more necessary than
these, the means of sustenance, which I distribute
and parcel out to those who ask, according to th