
































Taoe gV€CTT£V ev Tfj 7TpOJTfl TWV 

Acoowpou (3£(3Xwv 

IlpootfLWV rljs bA'YJS 7rpayfLaT£{as. 
IlEpt T(;JV 1rap' Alyv7rTfot> A<yofLlvwv 7rEpt Tn> Toil ' ' ., 

Y£11£(J"£WS. 
IlEpt 'TWJI e.wv Q(J"Ot 7rOAEts Ka'T' AZyv7r'TOJI, rr , ,... , , , e , , 

, <pt ;wv 7rpwTwv y<VOfLEVWV av pw1rwv Kat 'TOV 7raAato-
Ta'Tov {3wv. 

IlEpt rlj> 'TWII J.(Javcf'Twv TtfLry> Kat Try> 'TWII vawv Ka'Ta-
JK£vrys. 

ll£pt Try> 'T07ro8Ea-{a; rljs Ka'T' AtyVJT'TOJI xwpas Kat 'TWII 
7r£pt TOll N•'ill.ov 7roTopov 1rapaooto>..oyovfL£vwv, T£ 
rovrov 7rA'YJpwa-<w> Ta> alrfas 1 Kat rwv [cTToptKwv Kat 
cptA.oa-6cpwv d1rocpaa-ns. 

Il£pl Twv 1rpwrwv y<VOfLEVwv Kar' AZyv1rrov {3aa-tX€wv 
Kat TWJI KaTa fLEpO> avrwv 7rpat•wv. 

Il£pt KaTaU"KWWV Twv 7rvpafL{Owv 'TWV clvaypacpofL£vwv 
lv ro'is i1rra 8avfLa,ofL£vot> 

IlEpt rwv VOfLWV Kat rwv OtKaU"TYJp{wv. 
Il•pt rwv clcpt•pwfLEVwv '<§wv 1rap' Alyv1Tr{ots. 
Il£pt TitlJI IIOfLLfLWII TWJI 7r£pt TOVS 'T£T£AEVT'YJKOTa'i 7r0p' 

Alyv7r'TLOtS y<vop.£vwv. 
Il£pt TWJI ocrot TWV E'Trt 7ratod'f eavp.a'OfLEVWJI 

7rapa{3all.ovr£s £1> A!yu1rrov Kat 1To,\ll.a rwv XP'YJcr{p.wv 
p.a86vn> £1> 'E>..>..U.oa. 

1 verb is needed such as which is 
found m chap. 42, from whJCh most of this outline is 
drawn. 
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CONTENTS OF THE FIRST BOOK 
OF DIODORUS 

Introduction to the entire work (chaps. 1-5). 
On the accounts given by the Egyptians about the 

origin of the universe (chaps. 6-7). 
On the gods who founded cities in Egypt.l 
On the first men and the earliest manner of life 

(chap. 8). 
On the honour paid to the immortals and the 

building of the temples to them.l 
On the topography of the land of Egypt and the 

marvels related about the river Nile; the causes also 
of its flooding and the opinions thereupon of the 
historians and the philosophers (chaps. 30 ff.). 

On the first kings of Egypt and their individual 
deeds (chaps. 44 ff.). 

On the construction of the pyramids which are 
listed among the seven wonders of the world (chaps. 
63 ff.). 

On the laws and the courts oflaw (chaps. 69 ff.). 
On the animals held sacred among the Egyptians 

(chaps. 83 ff.). 
On the customs of the Egyptians touching the 

dead (chaps. 91 ff.). 
On those Greeks, renowned for their learning, who 

visited Egypt and upon acquiring much useful know-
ledge brought it to Greece (chaps. 96 ff.). 

1 There are no chapters which are especially devoted to 
this topic. 
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TOT :::!:IKEAinTO'l' 

IIPOTH 

1. Tot<> nls Kotva<> ia-Top£a<> 
fLE'YaAa') xrlptTa') a7TOVEfL€lV UKatov 7TUVTa') av-
Bpw7TOU<;, OTt TOt<; l8£ot<; 7TOVO£'; wcpeA-fja-at TOV 
Kotvov fJ£ov €cptA.oTtfL1Brwav· ZrK£v8vvov ryap 8t-
oaa-KaA.£av TOV O"VfLcpEpOVTO<; elO"'TJY'TJO"UfLEVOl KaA.-
A.[rrT'T}V Ef.17TEtp£av Sea Tfj<> 7TparyJLaTe£a<> TavnJ<> 

2 7Tept7Totovrrt Tot<> &varytvwa-Kovrrw. ry fLEv 7ap €K 
Tfj<> 7Te£pa<> €Kaa-Tov JLaB17a-t<> f.1€Ta 7ToA.A.wv 7Tovwv 
Kat Ktv8uvwv 7T0t€t TWV XP'TJO"[fLWV eKarrTa Ota-
'YlVWO"KElV, Kai 8ta TouTo Twv rypwwv o 7ToA-v7Tetpo-
TaTo<> fLETa fLE"faAWV aTVX1JJLfirwv 

7ToA-A-wv avB pw7Twv 7oev l£uTea .'<at voov if.ryvw· 

ry 8€ 8ta iuTop£a<> 7TEptrytvofLEV'TJ a-uveut<> Twv 
aAAOTp£wv U7TOT€V"fJLaTWV T€ Kat KaTopBwfLlLTWV 

3 a7Te£paTOV Kaf(WV if.xet OtCaO"KaALaV, f7T€tTa 

7TaVTU') al•8pw7TOV'), fLETEXOVTa') JL"fV Tij') 7Tpo<> 

1 Here Diodorus markedly connects "universal" 
history with human society "as a. whole" (Kow6s). Cp. the 
Introduction, pp. xi f. 

Odysseus. The quotation is from the Odyssey l. 3. 
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THE LIBRARY OF HISTORY 
OF 

DIODORUS OF SICILY 

BOOK I 

1. IT is fitting that all men should ever accord 
great gratitude to those writers who have composed 
universal 1 histories, since they have aspired to help 
by their individual labours human society as a whole; 
for by offering a schooling, which entails no danger, 
in what is advantageous they provide their readers, 
through such a presentation of events, with a most 
excellent kind of experience. For although the 
learning which is acquired by experience in each 
separate case, with all the attendant toils and 
dangers, does indeed enable a man to discern in 
each instance where utility lies-and this is the 
reason ·why the most widely experienced of our 
heroes 2 suffered great misfortunes before he 

Of many men the cities saw and learned 
Their thoughts ;-

yet the understanding of the failures and successes 
of other men, which is acquired by the study of 
history, affords a schooling that is free from actual 
experience of ills. Furthermore, it has been the 
aspiration of these writers to marshal all men, who, 
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DIODORUS OF SICILY 

OE Ka£ 
ti7TO plav Ka£ 

UVV'Ta'tv a'Ya'Ye'iv, lfJu7Tep U7TOVp"fo£ 
eKetv1J T€ 'YaP 

'TWV opro!J-EV(J)V l£u7prov Otai€OU!J-1JUtV Kat Ta8 
'TWV lw0poJ7Trov ava'A.o'Y[av uvv-
Oe'iua 1€VI€Aei li'TraJJTa 'TOV alwva, TO 
e7TtfJaXXov et€ !J-Ept-
Y. f/ \ \ ,.. ' I 'f: .,ovua, o£ 7€ 

(} I " 1"\ ' I ,f, " 1 Ka a7rep ava7pa 'I' av'Te<; eva AO"fOV 
Kal. KOtvOV 'TWV UVV'T€7EA€U!J-€vrov 

4 a7T€Oet,av EaV'TWV 7Tpa'Y/J-a'Te{a<;. 1€aXov 'YaP 
TO ovvauOat 'TWV I£XXrov 
OtopOroutv xpfluOat 7Tapaoet'Y!J-aUt, real. Ta 
UV"freVpovv'Ta l€a'Ta 'TOV fJ[ov exetv 

'TWV 7Tpa7'TO!J-EVrov, aXA.a !J-{!J-'7UtV TWV 
e7rt'Te'TeV"f!J-€vrov. real. 7ap 

TWV vero7eprov 7Tporep[vovutv 
ev Ota ere 'TOV xpovov 7Tept-

l ' "" ' I f' "' t' "/E"f€VTJ!J-€V7JV €!J-7T€tptaV" 'TOU'OV'TOV V7T€p-
exe£V U'V !J-fJEfJ7J1€€ ere £ !J-a(}1JU'tV 
lJuov "al. Tij> 'TWV 7TPU"f!J-a7rov 7rporepovuav 

e7T€"fVWI€a!J-€V. Oto Ka£ 
TOV fJ{ou XP7JUt!J-ro'Ta71JV &v elva' 

5 VO!J-{uete ava'A7J'frtv. !J-fV "fap 
' ' ... ' .... ' 'T7JV 'TroV "fE"f'l]pareo'TroV 7T€pt7r0t€£ UVV-

eutv, 7ToXXa7TA.autaf;r:t 
ti7Tapxouuav e!J-7Tr:tpiav, "a£ Tov<; pev 

1 The reference is to the Stoic doctrine of the universal 
kinship of mankind. 
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although united one to another by their kinship,1 

are yet separated by space and time, into one and 
the same orderly body. And such historians have 
therein shown themselves to be, as it were, ministers 
of Divine Providence. For just as Providence, hav-
ing brought the orderly arrangement of the visible 
stars and the natures of men together into one 
common relationship, continually directs their courses 
through all eternity, apportioning to each that which 
falls to it by the direction of fate, so likewise the 
historians, in recording the common affairs of the 
inhabited world as though they were those of a 
single state, have made of their treatises a single 
reckoning of past events and a common clearing-
house of knowledge concerning them. For it is an 
excellent thing to be able to use the ignorant mis-
takes of others as warning examples for the correc-
tion of error, and, when we confront the varied 
vicissitudes of life, instead of having to investigate 
what is being done now, to be able to imitate the 
successes which have been achieved in the past. 
Certainly all men prefer in their counsels the oldest 
men to those who are younger, because of the 
experience which has accrued to the former through 
the lapse of time ; but it is a fact that such experience 
is in so far surpassed by the understanding which is 
gained from history, as history excels, we know, in 
the multitude offacts at its disposal. For this reason 
one may hold that the acquisition of a knowledge of 
history is of the greatest utility for every conceivable 
circumstance of life. For it endows the young with 
the wisdom of the aged, while for the old it multiplies 
the experience which they already possess; citizens 
in private station it qualifies for leadership, and the 
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DIODORUS OF SICILY 

J f:l t I I Y. \ t I KaTacnceua.,et, o 
Tfjl Ot{j, a8avaTUTf-Lfil 7TfJOTpE7T"€Tat 
KaA.A.iuTOt> TWV eprywv emxetpetv, Se TOU-
T(l)V f-LEV f-L€Tii, TeA.wThv 
e7raivotr; erotf-LOT€pour; KaTauKevaset 7rpor; Tour; 
U7rep Tfjr; 7raTp£Sor; KtvOUvour;, TOUr; oe 7TOV1]povr; 
TWV &v8pw7rwv raZr; alwviotr; fJA.aucp7]f-Liatr; &7To-
TPE7r€t Ti]r; E7Tt Thv KaKiav opf-Lijr;. 

2. Ka8oA.ou S€ s,a Thv EK TaUT1]<; E7r' arya8w 
, t , , ,, , 8 • 

fLV1)fL1JV Ot f-L€V KTtUTat 7TOI\.€WV "fEVEU at 7rpO€-
KA.1)8rJUaV, oi Se VOfLOVr; ElurJry1uau8at 7rept€xovTar; 
Trj> Kotvfjl fJ[rp TfJV &ucpaA.etav, 7roA.A.ol S' E7rtun]-
f-Lar; Kat T€xvar; €f;eupe'iv €cptA.onfL18rwav 7rpor; 

' I ,.. I ,.. ' e I 'f= f I euepryeutav TOV ryevour; Twv av pw7rwv. e\. a7rav-
Twv Oe UUfL7TA.7]pOvfLEV7J<; Tfjr; evSatfLOViar;, &7ro-
SoTfOV TWV E7raivwv TO 7rpwT€'iov Tfi TOVTWV 

2 f-LaA.tuT' alrlq,, tuTop[q,. ryii,p elvat rau-
T'IJV cpvA.aKa Tfjr; TWV &f;wA.orywv apeTfj<;, 
f-LapTupa S€ Tfj<; TWIJ cpauA.wv Kada<;, 
S€ TOV KOlVOV ry€vour; TWV av8pw7rwv. el ryii,p 

Twv €v f-Lu8oA.ory£a T:;JV {mo8Hnv 7re7rA.au-
fLEV1JV exouua 7roA.A,(i, UVf-LflaA.A.erat TO'ir; av8pw-
7TOl<; 7rpor; evu€fletav Kab SucatouUV'YJll, 7Tourp 
f-LUA.A.ov] V7TOA.7]7TTEOV 7Tpocpfjnv Tijr; aA.1]8elar; 
f I ,., f'f"\ ,I... "'\ ,.1... I 1:' \ I 
tUTOptaV, T1)<; 0"'1]<; -rli\.OUO't'ta<; OtOV€l fL1]Tp07rOAtv 
ovuav, E7TlUK€Vliuat SUvau8at ra 1]81) f-LUA.A.ov 

3 7rpor; KaA.oKarya&iav ; 7ravT€r; ryap pw7rot ota 

1 f.<'iiA.ilov Rekker, Vogel: omitted C F, Dindorf. 

1 The Greek" metropolis,'' the" home country'' or" mother-
city'' of all the colonies which it had sent forth, was venerated 
by them as the sOUTce of their race and of their institutions. 
For the striking figure cp. the passage in Athenrous 104 B, 
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leaders it incites, through the immortality of the 
glory which it confers, to undertake the noblest 
deeds; soldiers, again, it makes more ready to face 
dangers in defence of their country because of the 
public encomiums which they will receive after death, 
and wicked men it turns aside from their impulse 
towards evil through the everlasting opprobrium to 
which it will condemn them. 

2. In general, then, it is because of that com-
memoration of goodly deeds which history accords 
men that some of them have been induced to become 
the founders of cities, that others have been led to 
introduce laws which encompass man's social life 
with security, and that many have aspired to discover 
new sciences and arts in order to benefit the race of 
men. And since complete happiness can be attained 
only through the combination of all these activities, 
the foremost meed of praise must be awarded to that 
which more than any other thing is the cause of 
them, that is, to history. For we must look upon it 
as constituting the guardian of the high achieve-
ments of illustrious men, the witness which testifies 
to the evil deeds of the wicked, and the benefactor 
of the entire human race. For if it be true that the 
myths which are related about Hades, in spite of 
the fact that their subject-matter is fictitious, con-
tribute greatly to fostering piety and justice among 
men, how much more must we assume that history, 
the prophetess of truth, she who is, as it were, the 
mother-city 1 of philosophy as a whole, is still more 
potent to equip men's characters for noble living! 
For all men, by reason of the frailty of our nature, 

where Chrysippus calls the GastrolBgy of Archestratus a 
" metropolis '' of the philosophy of Epicurus. 
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DIODORUS OF SICILY 

Ttrv Tij<; <f>uG'€W<; aa-8ev€tav {3tovut f.LEV aKaptaZov 
Tt t-tfpo<; TOV 71'a!IT0'> aloovo<;, T€T€A€VT+caG't o€ 

I \ t'l I \ "" \ ' ,.. 71'al!Ta TOll VG'T€p011 XPOliOll, Kat TO£<; f.L€V EIJ TfP 
f.LYJOE!I a;toAO')'Oll 7rpa;aatv /Jpa Tat<; TOOl/ 

G'Wf.LUTWll T€A€VTat<; Kat Ttt lJXt..a 
71'Ul1Ta Ta KaTa TOll {3£ov, TOt<; o€ ot' 
71'€pt71'0£'Y}G'aJLEliO£<; oo;av at 7rpa;€t<; li71'al!Ta TOll 

aloova f.LV"!f.LOVEvovTat, ota{3owf.LEVat Too 8€£oTaTw 
""" f f I I. L 

TYJ<; LG'TOpLa<; G'TOf.LaTt. 
4 KaA.ov o'' olt-tat, TOt<; €V <f>po!IOVG'£ 8vl}TOOll 

1 J "\ "\ I 1: e ' '(J I ',J.. 7rovwv avTtKaTa"'"'a<;aa at TlJll a avaTov EV't'lJ-
t-tlav. 'HpaKAij<; t-t'Ev 7ap ot-toA.o'}'EtTat 7ravTa 
TOll ')'€l!Of.L€l/OV avTij> Kar' av8 pw7rOV<; xpfJlloll 
V71'0f.LE'ivat f.LE')'UAou<; Kat avvEXEt<; 71'0VOV<; Kat Klll-
ovvou<; EKOVG'LW<;, rva 'TO '}'EliO<; TOOl/ av8pw7rwV 

ruxv Tij<; a8avaa£a<;• 'TOOl! o€ aA.A.wv 
U')'a8oov avopoov oZ f.LEll 1JpWtKWll, oi o€ lao8€wv 
TlfJ-0011 ETVXOV, 71'lLliT€'> o€ f.L€')'UAW!I f71'a£vwv 

ra<; apErd<; aurwv ri)<> 
5 ra fJ-fll ')'dp a"A.A.a f.LlllJf.LEta 

OLafJ-fll€l xpovov o'A.i'}'ov, imo 71'0AA00ll avatp0Vf.L€lla 
71'€ptaTUU€Wll, T] o€ rij<; iarop£a<; OV!Iaf.LL'> f71't 

71'UG'av 'TT)ll olteOVf.LEli'Y}ll rov 7ravra 
Ta'AA.a AVf.Lall!Of.L€VOll xpovov ex€£ <f>uA.atea rij<; 
alwviov 7rapaooa€W<; 'TOt<; f71'L'}'Lll0f.LEIIOL<;. 

2.vt-tf3aXA€'Tat o' aUT?] Kat 7rpo<; AO')'OV Ou!laf.LLV, 
ov KUAAlOV €T€pov OUK av Tl'> paOiw<; €upOL. 

I \ ' ''E"\. .... (.)' Q I f 
6 TOV'TfP '}'ap 0£ f.L€V "-AYJV€<; 'TWV i-JapfJapwv, Ol 

OE 71'€71'at0€Vf.LEVOt 'TWV a71'a£0€VTWll 7rpoexouat, 
7rpo<; o€ 'TOUTOl<; Old f.LOVOV T()VTOU ovvarov fG''TLV 
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live but an infinitesimal portion of eternity and are 
dead throughout all subsequent time; and while in 
the case of those who in their lifetime have done 
nothing worthy of note, everything which has per-
tained to them in life also perishes when their bodies 
die, yet in the case of those who by their virtue have 
achieved fame, their deeds are remembered for 
evermore, since they are heralded abroad by history's 
voice most divine. 

Now it is an excellent thing, methinks, as all men 
of understanding must agree, to receive in exchange 
for mortal labours an immortal fame. In the case 
of Heracles, for instance, it is generally agreed that 
during the whole time which he spent among men he 
submitted to great and continuous labours and perils 
willingly, in order that he might confer benefits 
upon the race of men and thereby gain immortality; 
and likewise in the case of other great and good men, 
some have attained to heroic honours and others to 
honours equal to the divine, and all have been thought 
to be worthy of great praise, since history immor-
talizes their achievements. For whereas all other 
memorials abide but a brief time, being continually 
destroyed by many vicissitudes, yet the power of 
history, which extends over the whole inhabited 
world, possesses in time, which brings ruin upon all 
things else, a custodian which ensures its perpetual 
transmission to posterity. 

History also contributes to the power of speech, 
and a nobler thing than that may not easily be 
found. For it is this that makes the Greeks superior 
to the· barbarians, and the educated to the unedu-
cated, and, furthermore, it is by means of speech 
alone that one man is able to gain ascendancy over 
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lva TWV 7roA.A.wv 7rEPt'Yeveu8at• Ka86A.ou SJ 
cf>alveTat 7riiv TO 7rpOTe8€v TOtOVTOV o7rotov b_v 

TOU AE'YOVTO<; ovvap,t<; tcat TOV<; , e ' " , !:' , , , a'Ya our; avopar; a,_wvr; "'o'Yov 7rpoua'Yopeuop,ev, 
f ,.. ' "' "' , ,.. 

Cd<; TOUTO TO 7rpCdT€tOV TfJ<; apETfJ<; 7r€pt7r€'1T'OLYJ· 
7 p,evov<;. elr; 7rA.elw J.I-EPYJ TOVTOV Stnp'YJp,Evov, 

a ' ' ' ' ' • ,.. UVJ.I-tJULVEL T'Y}V J.I-EV 'TT'OLYJTLIC'YJV TEp7rELV f'UAAOV , '"', " , e , , ,.. , YJ7r€p Cd't'€AELV, TTJV 0€ VOJ.I-0 EUtaV ICOAa\,EtV, OU 
Stoautcew, 7rapa7r A.YJulwr; Se Kat TIJ:A.A.a f.LEPYJ Ttt 
f.LEV J.l-fJOev uvp,f3aA.A.eu8at 7rpor; evoatp,oiJlav, Ttt 
OE J.l-fJ.I-l'Yf'eVfJV gXEtv Tcp UUJkcpEpOVTL {3A.af3TJV, 

Se tcaTE'[revuOat Tfj<; aA.'T}Oetar;, f.LOVYJV Se 
iuTop[av, uup,rpwvovVTCrJV fV avTf} TWV AO'YCrJV 

TOt<; /1.7raVTa TaA.A.a XPryUtf.La Tf} 'Yparpf} , "', , " e , , , . . 
8 7reptEL"-'YJ't'Evat• opau at 'Yap avT'Y}V 7rpoTpE'TT'O-

f£EV'TJV E'Trt SttcatouvvYJv, tcaT'TJ'Yopovuav Twv cf>av-
A.wv, ftyiCCrJf'ttLI;ouuav TOV<; a'YaOov<;, TO UVVOAOV 
ep,7retplav f'E'YlUT'TJV 7rept7rotovuav Totr; lvTu'Yxa-
vouut. 

3. dto tcal OewpovvTer; Sttcalar; a'TT'oSoxfir; 
TV'YxavovTar; Tour; TUVTfJV 7rpa'Yf'aTeuuap,evour; 

brt TOV op,otov Tfj'\ {moOeuew<; 
Se Tov vovv Totr; 7rpo uv'Y-

'YParfievuw lt7reSegap,e8a p,ev wr; p,aA.tuTa 
, , ... , , 't , e , , 

7rpoatpe1nv auTwv, ov J.I-'YJV Ec;Etp'Yau at 7rpor; TO 

uvp,rpepov tcaTa 1 TO SuvaTov Ttt<; 7rpa'Yp,aTelar; 
2 UVTWV V7r€A.a/3op,€V. ICELf.LeVfJ<; 'YaP TOt<; ava-

'YLVWUICOUU£ Tfj<; oorpe:X.e£ar; fV Tip 'TT'AE£umr; tcat 
'TT'OttctA.wTaTar; 7rEptuTauetr; A.ap,/3avetv, oi 7rA.etuTot 
p,ev evor; 2 /j p,tiir; 7ro71..ewr; avToTeA.e£r; 

' ' ' ' ·'· ..... ' ' ' " , ' 'TT'OAEJ.I-OV<; UVE'Ypa 't' UV, 0A£'YOL 0 U'TT'O TCrJV apxa£CrJV 

1 KaT?. Stephanus : 2 ,,,bs added by Porson. 
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the many; and, in general, the impression made by 
every measure that is proposed corresponds to the 
power of the speaker who presents it, and we describe 
great and good men as "worthy of speech," 1 as 
though therein they had won the highest prize of 
excellence. And when speech is resolved into its 
several kinds, we find that, whereas poetry is more 
pleasing than profitable, and codes of law punish 
but do not and similarly, all the other kinds 
either contribute nothing to happiness or else 
contain a harmful element mingled with the bene-
ficial, while some of them actually pervert the truth, 
history alone, since in it word and fact are in perfect 
agreement, embraces in its narration all the other 
qualities as well that are useful; for it is ever to be 
seen urging men to justice, denouncing those who 
are evil, lauding the good, laying up, in a word, for 
its readers a mighty store of experience. 

3. Consequently we, observing that writers of 
history are accorded a merited approbation, were led 
to feel a like enthusiasm for the subject. But when 
we turned our attention to the historians before our 
time, although we approved their purpose without 
reservation, yet we were far from feeling that their 
treatises had been composed so as to contribute to 
human welfare as much as might have been the case. 
For although the profit which history affords its 
readers lies in its embracing a vast number and 
variety of circumstances, yet most writers have 
recorded no more than isolated wars waged by a single 
nation or a single state, and but few have undertaken, 
beginning with the earliest times and coming down 

1 i.e. worthy to be the subject of speech. is a 
favourite word of Diodorus in the usual meaning of "dis-
tinguished," " notable." 
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f ' f: I \ \ 11: ' I ')(povrov ap5ap.evot Tar; KOtvar; Trpa5et<; ETrEXEtpTJ-
uav ava'Ypal/Jetv TilJV /Ca()' a{rrovr; Katprov, 

\ I f \ \ ' I I f 1 
Kat TOVT(I)V 0£ f'EV TOV<; Ot/C€£0V<; XPOVOV<; €/Ca-

UTOt<; ov oi oe Tct<; TWV flapflaprov 
, f: ' , Q " s:-• ' ' ' ... ' wpa,.et<; vwep€1-J'YJUav, en o ot p.ev Tar; TraAatar; 

p.veoxo'Y(ar; OttZ Tfj<; Trpa"fp.aTelar; 
a'Tr€00!Clp.auav, ol oe {mouTaa-tv Tfj<; ETrtf]oXfjr; 
ov uvvETl>.ea-av, p.ea-oXafJTJ()eVTer; Tov f]lov {mo 

3 Tfj<; Tf€7rprop.eV'YJ<;. TWV oe TaVT'YJ<; 
Tfj<; Trpa"fp.aTE[a<; OV0€t<; 7rpoe{J£fJauE 

iuToplav KaTroTepro Twv MaKEOovtKrov Katprov· 
' ' ' ' ' m. ... f f f: ' ' Ot f'EV "fap €£<; Ta<; '¥LA£TfTfOU Trpat;Et<;, Ot o €£<; 
' 'A' t:, ' ' ' s:-, • Tar; ""Esavopov, nver; o Et<; TOur; otaooxovr; 'YJ 

\ t I I "'" \ If: TOU<; f.Trt"fOVOV<; /CaTEa-Tp€ 't' av Ta<; UVVTat;Et<;• 
'TrOAAWV oe /Cat f'E"faAroV TWV ft€Tct TavTa 
wpa,Erov Tov "a()' 
fliov TWV tUTOptO"fpacprov OUOEL<; ewef)aA€TO avTar; 
p.tiir; uvvTa,Eror; wEpt"fpacpfi wpa"fp.aTeva-auea, ouz 

4 TO p.€'Ye()or; Tfjr; {moBeuEro<;. oto Kat OtEpptp.-
1 TOOV T€ xpovrov !Cal TWV TrpaEErov EV 

TrA<iout wpa"fp.aTElat<; Kat Otal/Jopotr; uv'Y'YPa-
"' ,... ' f ' ,... ' 't'EVU£ OUUTrEptM]'TrTO<; 'I'} TOUT(I)'V aVaA'I'} 't' t<; "f£-
VETat Kat ovup.vryp.ovEvTor;. 

6 'E'eTao-avT€<; ovv ,.ar; e/CaUTOV TOVT(I)V Ota-
()€uet<; eKp£vap.Ev {mo()eutv wpa"fp.aTEV-
uau()at TfAEtUTa p.ev rocpe"Afjuat 

1 IJ••PP'P.I·d,vOJv Hertlein and Bezzel: lpp•p.J.<l""'"· 

1 Of the writers who may be said to have composed universal 
histories, Diodorus may have had in mind Herodotus, who had 
no chronological system, Anaximenes of Lampsacus, who 
confined his H ellenica, as the title shows, to the Greeks, and 
Ephorus of Cyme, who omitted the mythological period and 
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to their own day, to record the events connected 
with all peoples; and of the latter, some have not 
attached to the several events their own proper dates, 
and others have passed over the deeds of barbarian 
peoples; and some, again, have rejected the ancient 
legends because of the difficulties involved in their 
treatment, while others have failed to complete the 
plan to which they had set their hand, their lives 
having been cut short by fate.1 And of those who 
have undertaken this account of all peoples not one 
has continued his history beyond the Macedonian 
period. For while some have closed their accounts 
with the deeds of Philip, others with those of 
Alexander, and some with the Diadochi or the 
Epigoni,2 yet, despite the number and importance 
of the events subsequent to these and extending 
even to our own lifetime which have been left 
neglected, no historian has essayed to treat of them 
within the compass of a single narrative, because of 
the magnitude of the undertaking. For this reason, 
since both the dates of the events and the events 
themselves lie scattered about in numerous treatises 
and in divers authors, the knowledge of them 
becomes difficult for the mind to encompass and for 
the memory to retain. 

Consequently, after we had examined the com-
position of each of these authors' works, we resolved 
to write a history after a plan which might yield to 

whose death brought his history to a close with the year 
340 B.o., although he had witnessed the stirring events of the 
subsequent twenty years. 

1 The Diadochi, or Successors, were those rulers who shortly 
after 323 B.o. formed separate kingdoms out of the territory 
conquered by Alexander. The Epigoni were the next and 
succeeding generations. 
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fA(fx_una S€ TOU<; aVa"flVWO'KOVTa<; 
6 O'av. el "fdp T£<; TdS el<; JJ-VrJJJ-YJV 7rapaSeSoJJ-iva<; 

'roD O'VfJ,71'avTo<; ICOO'JJ-ou wa-7rep nvo<; 
JJ-laS 71'0A€W<;, a71'o TWV apxatOTaTwv 
XPOVWV ava"fpa"[rat KaTa TO SuvaToV JJ-EXP£ TWV 
/Ca()' avTOV /Catpwv, 71'0VOV f..tEV &v 71'0AVV V71'0-
f..t€LVat Si]A.ov 5n, 7rpa"ff..taTeiav Se 71'aO'WV evxpYJ-
O'TOTUTYJV TOt<; rptAaVa"fVWO'TOtHrtV. 

7 €f€a-rat 'Yap E/C TaVTYJ<; eKaO'TOV 7rpo<; T1JV lOiav 
V71'0a-Taa-tv hoif..tw<; "A.af..t/3avew To 

s wa-7rep €" f..t€"fUA1J" &pvof..tevov 71''1}"f11"· TOt<; f..tEV 
'Yap e71't/3aA.A.oJJ-€vot<; Tas Twv Toa-ovTwv 
O'V"f"fparpewv ia-Top£a<; 7rpWTOV j.i-EV ov pt/Stov 
E!'nropi]O'at TWV el<; xpeiav 71'£71'TOUO'WV ;3£-
/3A.wv, E71'€lTa Sta aVWJJ-aA.iav Kat TO 71'Ai]0o<; 
Twv O'VVTa'Yf..taTw'' Sua-KaTaA1J71'To<; "fLVeTat TeA.ew<; 

Sua-erptKTO<; TWV 71'€71'pa"ff..tEVWV ava"A.1J'o/t<;' 
S' €v f..ttas 1 71'Ept"fparpf7 7rpa"ff..taTeia 

TO TWV elpof..t€VOV exovO'a f..tEV 
aVa"fVWO'tV hoif..t'I}V 7rap€xerat, S' avaA.'I}"[rtv 
exet 71'aV'T€AW<; €V7rapaKOAOM'I}TOV. ICa&oA.ou Se 
TWV aA.A.wv 'TOO'OV'TOV V71'€PEXElV TaVT'I}V 
oifrp XP'IJO"tf..twTepov io-n To 71'av Tov JJ-epov<; "al, To 
O'vvexe" Tov Stepp'IJ"ff..tevov, 7rpo" S€ TovTot<; To 

TOt<; xpovot<; TOV f..t'I}Se "flVWO'ICO-
f..tEVOU Tia-w i71'paxe'IJ Katpo'i<;. 

4. IJ.t071'€p opwVT€<; TaVT'I}V U71'0()€0'lV 
XP'IJO'lj.I-WTaT'I}V JJ-EV ova-av, 71'0AAOV o€ 71'0VOU 
xpovov 7rpoa-Seof..tEVrJV, TptaKovTa f..tEV eTYJ 

E7rparyf..taTeM'I}j.i-€V, J.I-E'Ta S€ 71'0AAi]<; Ka/CO-

1 p.•as Sohli.fer : 
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its readers the greatest benefit and at the same 
time incommode them the least. For if a man 
should begin with the most ancient times and record 
to the best of his ability the affairs of the entire 
world down to his own day, so far as they have been 
handed down to memory, as though they were the 
affairs of some single city, he would obviously have 
to undertake an immense labour, yet he would have 
composed a treatise of the utmost value to those 
who are studiously inclined. For from such a 
treatise every man wiU be able readily to take what 
is of use for his special purpose, drawing as it were 
from a great fountain. The reason for this is that, 
in the first place, it is not easy for those who propose 
to go through the writings of so many historians to 
procure the hooks which come to be needed, and, in 
the second place, that, because the works vary so 
widely and are so numerous, the recovery of past 
events becomes extremely difficult of comprehension 
and of attainment; whereas, on the other hand, 
the treatise which keeps within the limits of a single 
narrative and contains a connected account of events 
facilitates the reading and contains such recovery of 
the past in a form that is perfectly easy to follow. 
In general, a history of this nature must he held to 
surpass all others to the same degree as the whole 
is more useful than the part and continuity than dis-
continuity, and, again, as an event whose date has 
been accurately determined is more useful than one 
of which it is not known in what period it happened. 

4. And so we, appreciating that an undertaking 
of this nature, while most useful, would yet require 
much labour and time, have been engaged upon it 
for thirty years, and with much hardship and many 
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Tra8e[ar; Ka£ Ktvovvwv f7T1JAfJof.LEV TE 
Kat 7va TWII ava-yKatOTIITWV 

Ka£ 7r A.eio-Twv f.LEpoov avTcmTat -yev'Y}8Wf.LEV" 
?roA.A.tl -ytlp 7raptl Ttlc; a-yvoiac; TWJI TO'Il"Wll 
f.LapTOJI ovx oi TVXOVTES' TWJI o-u-y-ypacpewv, aA.A.a 

2 Ttli€S' Kal TWV TV 'lr€7rpWT€VKOTWV. acpopf.Lv 
S€ ?rpoc; Tijv mvTTJV EXP'YJO"ctf.L€8a 
f.LdA.to-Ta f.LEJI TV 7Tpa-yf.LaT€iav em8vf.Lla, 
r-,"' ... , e , , t' ... ,, " , 
ot 7711 Trao-w av pw7rot<; To ootwvv aTropov etvat 
TV'YXUV€£ O"VVTEA.e[ac;, E'lretTa Kat TV ev 'Pwf.Ly 
xop'YJrtq 1 Twv Trpoc; !moK€tf.LEvt'fv u?rofJeo-tv 

3 aliTJKOVTWV. 1} -ytlp TaVTt'fS' T1J<; ?r0A.€WS' 
DtaTGivouo-a TV ouvaf.L€t 7Tpoc; Ttl 7TepaTa Tfjc; 
olKov f.LEV1JS', eTot f.LOTCLTac; Kal 7r 
acpopf.La<;.,_, 7rapeuxeTO fll aVTV 

4 ?rA.€iw xpovov. -yap 'A-yupiov Tfjc; 
'i.tK€A.£ac; Kat Ottl TOtS' fll 
T?J ff.L?r€tpiav 'Pwf.Laiwv ota-
AEKTOV vrepm€7r0Lt'ffLEVOl, 'lrauac; Ta<; 

av€A.a{30f.L€11 EK 
Twv Trap' V7rOf.LV1Jf.LaTwv fiG 1roA.A.wv 

5 xpovwv T€T'YJP'YJf.LE11Wll. Oe 
Tfjc; itnopias- aTrO TWV f.LVfJoA.o-yovf.LEVWV Trap' 

"EA.A.1Jo-i Te Kat /3ap/3apotc;, Ta Trap' 
f I r I \ \ 1 I I €KaUTOl<; tffTOpOUf.LElla KaTa TOVS' apxatOVS' XPO-

'rt.' f'l t ... vovc;, e., oo-ov 1Jf.LW ouvaf.Lt<;. 
6 'E7rd o' 1] p)!IJ V7rOfJ€o-t<; EX€t TEAO<;, ai (3i/3A.ot 

o€ p.€xpt TOV vvv aveKOOTOt Tv-yxavovrnv ovo-at, 
1 'Tjl • • • Hertlein : ad, 'TfJV • • • XOP1J'Y(av. 

1 On the travels undertaken by Diodorus in preparation for 
the writing of his history, see the Introduction, p. xiii. 
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dangers we have visited a large portion of both 
Asia and Europe that we might see with our own 
eyes all the most important regions 1 and as many 
others as possible ; for many errors have been com-
mitted through ignorance of the sites, not only by 
the common run of historians, but even by some of 
the highest reputation. As for the resources which 
have availed us in this undertaking, they have been, 
first and foremost, that enthusiasm for the work 
which enables every man to bring to completion the 
task which seems impossible, and, in the second place, 
the abundant supply which Rome affords of the 
materials pertaining to the proposed study. For 
the supremacy of this city, a supremacy so powerful 
that it extends to the bounds of the inhabited 
world, has provided us in the course of our long 
residence there with copious resources in the most 
accessible form. For since the city of our origin 
was Agyrium in Sicily, and by reason of our contact 
with the Romans in that island we had gained a 
wide acquaintance with their language,2 we have 
acquired an accurate knowledge of all the events 
connected with this empire from the records which 
have been carefully preserved among them over a 
long period of time. Now we have begun our 
history with the legends of both Greeks and bar-
barians, after having first investigated to the best 
of our ability the accounts which each people records 
of its earliest times. 

Since my undertaking is now completed, although 
the volumes are as yet unpublished, I wish to pre-

2 The prevailing language in Sicily in this period was Greek. 
On the acquaintance of Diodorus with Latin see the Intro-
duction, pp. xiiif. 
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(3ovA.oJLat (3pax€a 7Tpoowp£uat 7rept IJA.7Jc; Tfj> 
7rpary}LaTe{ac;. TWV ryap (3£(3A-wv nJL'iV JLEV ai 
7rpwTat 7Tept€xovut ntc; 7Tpo Twv TpwudJv 
Kat JLVBoA.ory{ac;, Kat TOVTwv at !J-EV 7Tpo7Jryov-
JL€Vat Tpe'ic; Ta<; (3ap(3aptKU'>, ai 0' uxeoov 
'Td<; TWV apxawA.ory[ac;· EJJ o€ m'ic; 
JL€Td TaUTac; lvDeKa Td<; a7rO TWV 'I'pwtKWV KOlVa<; 

avaryerypacpaJL€V ewe; Tfjc; 
7 T€A€VTfjc;· €v DE m'ic; €tKOU£ Kat Tptu£ (3[(3A-otc; 

\ "\. \ t f If: I ,.... Tac; r.0£7rac; a7rauac; KaTeTasaJLEV JLEXP£ T'l}<; 
apxflc; TOU UVUTUVTO<; 'TrOAEJLOV 'PwJLaiotc; 7rpoc; 
KEATOV<;, KaB' &v +YOVJLEVO<; raw<; 'IovA-toc; 
K ' <:- ' ' 't: e ' e ' atuap o ota 'Tac; 7Tpas Et<; 7Tpouaryopw Et<; eoc; 
KaTE7rOAEJL'YJUE JLEV Td 7rAE'iuTa Ka£ JLaXtJLWTaTa 
TWV KeATWV €Bv7J, 7Tpoe(3[(3aue of. i}ryeJLOVLav 
Tfjc; 'PWJLYJ<; JLEXP£ TWV BpenavtKwv 
TOVTOV o' at 7TpWTa£ E7T€T€AEUB'T}uav 
'0A.VJL7rtUOoc; Tfjc; EKaTOUTfjc; Kat oryDO'Y)KOUTfjc; 
KaTd TO 7rpWTOV eTO<; E7r, apxovTO<; 
'Hpwoov. 

5. Twv Se xpovwv TOVTWV 7r€pl€lA1]JLJLEVWV EV 
TaUT'[} Tfj 7rparyJLaTeia Tou<; JLEV 7rpo Twv TpwtKwv 
ov Swptl;oftEBa (3e!3a!wr; Sttl To JL'YJD€v 7rapa7r'YJ'YfLa 
7rapELA1]cp€vat 7rcp£ TOVTWV 'lrtUTEVOfLEVOV, am) 8€ 
TWV TpwtKWV aKOAovBwc; 'A7TOAA00wprp TcfJ 'AB'Y)-

T£BEfLEV eT'T} 7rpo<; TJ)V Ka8oOov . 
TWV 'HpaKAEtOWV, U7TO oe TaVT'T]<; E7r£ 7rpWT7JV 
'0A-VfL7rtaOa ovu£ AEi7TOVTa TWV TptaKOULWV Ka£ 
Tpta/COVTa, uvA.A.orytl;OfLEVO£ TOU<; xpovovc; a7ro TWV 
EV /3autAEVUUVTWV, a7rO oe Tfj<; 

1 For the subjects of the se;eral Books see the Introduction, 
pp. xvif. 
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sent a brief preliminary outline of the work as a 
whole. Our first six Books embrace the events and 
legends previous to the Trojan War, the first three 
setting forth the antiquities of the barbarians, and 
the next three almost exclusively those of the 
Greeks ; 1 in the following eleven we have written 
a universal history of events from the Trojan War 
to the death of Alexander; and in the succeeding 
twenty-three Books we have given an orderly account 
of all subsequent events down to the beginning of 
the war between the Romans and the Celts, in the 
course of which the commander, Gaius Julius Caesar, 
who has been deified because of his deeds, subdued 
the most numerous and most warlike tribes of the 
Celts, and advanced the Roman Empire as far as the 
British Isles. The first events of this war occurred 
in the first year of the One Hundred and Eightieth aa-ru 
Olympiad, when Herodes was archon in Athens.2 B.o. 

5. As for the periods included in this work, 
we do not attempt to fix with any strictness the 
limits of those before the Trojan War, because no 
trustworthy chronological table covering t?em has 
come into our hands: but from the TroJan War 1184 

we follow Apollodorus of Athens 3 in setting the B.c. 

interval from then to the Return of the Heracleidae 1104 

as eighty years, from then to the First Olympiad B.o. 
three hundred and twenty-eight years, reckoning 776-5 

the dates by the reigns of the kings of Lacedaemon, B.o. 

2 On these periods and dates, as given more fully in the 
following paragraph, see the Introduction, p. xv. 

a A philosopher and historian of the second century B.O. 
whose Chronology covered the years 1184-119 B.O. The 
Chronology of Castor of Rhodes, of the first century B.o., which 
came down to 60 B.O., and was probably also used by Diodorus 
after the date where Apollodorus stopped, included the period 
before the Trojan War. 
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7rpWT1]<; '0A.Uf1-7TULOO<; elc; TOV KeATUCOV 
A.' A. ' ' e · ' -r;-o 1JV ;e ev;1Jv 7r€7r0;1JfJ-€ a, tcnoptac;, 

€7TTaKocna Kat TptaKOVTa· WO"T€ T1JV OA1JV 7rpary-
}LaTeiav TETTapaKovTa (:3i(:3A.wv oVO"av 7rept€-
Xetv ET1J OvO"£ A€L7TOVTa TOJV XtA.iwv EKaTov 
T€TTapa!COVTa xwptc; TWV xpfJV(JJV TWV 7r€ptexov-
TWV Ttic; 1rpo Twv TpwtKwv 

2 TaiiTa fJ-EV ovv a!Cpt(:3wc; 7rp00t(JJptO"tLf.L€8a, (:3ov-
AOf.L€VO£ TOV<; tJ-'f.V avarytVWO"/COVTa<; el<; EVVOtav 
aryarye'iv Ti]<> OA'YJ'> 7rpoBEO"€W<;, TOV<; of. OtaU/C€Uasetv 
elwBoTa<; Td<; (:3£(:3)\,ov<; a7TOTpe'frat TOV AV}LULV€0"8at 

\ ,"\"\ I I t' ,.. 'd 
Tac; a"'"oTpta<; 7rpary}LaTeta<;. 1Jf1-£V oe 1rap oA.rJV 

\ f I \ \ ,/..I "\ "" \ 1 
T1JV lO"TOptaV Ta f1-€V rypa't'€VTU /CU"'W<; fl-1] f1-€T€X€TW 

cpBovov, Td of. aryvo1}8€vm TvryxaveTw Otop8wuew<; 
V7TO TWV ovvaTWTepwv. 

3 o€ V7rEp wv 7rpoypovp,e8a, 
€1raryryeA.iav Ti]<> rypa<PiJ<> (:3e{:3atovv €"/XEtp10"otJ-ev. 

6. IIep£ tJ-EV ovv Bewv Tiva<; f.vvoia<; eO"xov oi 
7rpWTot TtfJ-av To Be'iov, Kat Twv 
tJ-U8o)l,oryovf1-€vwv 1rep£ EKaO"Tov 1 TWv &BavaTwv, 
Td fJ-EV 7TOAAa 7rapryO"OfJ-€V 2 KaT' 
, t'' 1:' ' ' ' • '8 ' , lOLUV ota TO T1JV U71"0 €0"£V TGUT1JV 7TOAAOU )\,oryov 
7rp00"0€'i0"8at, OO"a o' &v Tat<; 7rpOK€ltJ-fVat<; tO"Topiat<; 
olKe'ia 3 v1rapxew, 7rapa.8r)O"op,ev f.v 

,./... "\ I f'/ t' \ ,.. ' ,.. 'f:' ' IC€'t'UI\.UWt<;, LVU fl-1JO€V TWV aK01J<; ac,LWV €7TtS1)-
2 TijTaL. 7r€pt o€ TOV ryevov<; TWV amiVTWV avBpw-

1 So Dindorf : "'Pl Tow !J.u8oll.o7ouf1.<vwv 
I Mad vig : '11'«pa<r&f'<8a. 
3 olK<ta Vogel : Eo<K&ra. 

1 In Book 40. 8 Diodorus remarks that some of his Books 
had been circulated before the publication of the work as a 
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and from the First Olympiad to the beginning of the 
Celtic War, which we have made the end of our 
history, seven hundred and thirty years; so that 
o nr whole treatise of forty Books embraces eleven 
hundred and thirty-eight years, exclusive of the 
periods which embrace the events before the Trojan 
War. 

We have given at the outset this precise outline, 
since we desire to inform our readers about the pro-
ject as a whole, and at the same time to deter those 
who are accustomed to make their books by com-
pilation,1 from mutilating works of which they are not 
the authors. And throughout our entire history 
it is to be hoped that what we have done well may 
not be the object of envy, and that the matters 
wherein our knowledge is defective may receive 
correction at the hands of more able historians. 

Now that we have set forth the plan and purpose 
of our undertaking we shall attempt to make good 
our promise of such a treatise. 

6. Concerning the various conceptions of the gods 
formed by those who were the first to introduce 
the worship of the deity, and concerning the myths 
which are told about each of the immortals, although 
we shall refrain from setting forth the most part 
in detail, since such a procedure would require a 
long account, yet whatever on these subjects we 
may feel to be pertinent to the several parts of our 
proposed history we shall present in a summary 
fashion, that nothing which is worth hearing may 
be found missing. Concerning, however, every race 

whole. Whether they had been materially altered, as was 
often done by the diaskeuasts, is not known. 
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'TrWV Kat TWV wpaxeevTwV Jv 
pepe(rt b.v JvOEX'fJTa£ wept TWV 
oihw waXatrov, aKpt/3ro<; ava'Ypa,Yop,ev awo TOOl>' 

3 apxatOTaTWV X,POVWV 7repl T.q<; wpw-
Toivvv TWV avepwwwv OtTTal. 'Y€"/0-

vautv awocpauet<; wapa TWV Te 
A. "\ ' I ' ' \ \ 't'VU£0AO"/WV Kat TWV tUTOptKWV' Ot f.L€V "/ap 

, ... , ' ' , "'() . ' aVTWV a"/EVVTJTOV Kat a't' apTOV V'TrOUTTJUUJ.L€VOt 
TOV KOUf.LOV, Kat TO 'YEVO<; TWV av-
epwwwv vwapxetv, J.L'T]OE'TrOTe avTrov 

oi Oe ryeVVTJTOV Ka2 
A.(} \ 1' I "rlt r , ' 1 1 't' apTov etvat e't'1Juav eKetvrp 
TOV<; avepw7rOV<; Tvxeiv T.q<; 
wptup,evot<; 

7. KaT a 'YaP TWV l5Xwv UVUTautv 
p£av exetv loeav ovpavov T€ Kat "/.qv, 
avTWV T.q<; peTa oe TaiiTa OtauTaVTWV 
TWV uwpanvv aw' TOV f.LEV KOUJ.LOV 
weptXaf3eiv fl7rauav opwpEVTJV Jv auTrp 

TOV o' aepa Tvxeiv 
Kat TO p,ev wvprooe<; aUTOV 7rp0<; TOV<; p,eTewpoTa-
TOV<; UVVOpap,e£v, T.q<; 
TOtaVT'TJ<; Ota KOVcpOT'f]Ta' acf>' 
alTtM TOV pev Kal. TO AOl'TrOV 7TA.qeo<; TWV 
auTpwv €va7rOA7Jcp().qvat Tj] 7TUU?J Dtvrr TO Oe 
lA.vrooe<; Kat ()oA.epov peTa TWV vryprov uvry-
Kptuew<; mvTo KaTauT.qvat ota To /3apor;· 

1 That the universe, as well as the earth and the human 
race, was eternal was the view of Aristotle and the early 
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of men, and all events that have taken place in the 
known parts of the inhabited world, we shall give 
an accurate account, so far as that is possible in the 
case of things that happened so long ago, beginning 
with the earliest times. Now as regards the first 
origin of mankind two opinions have arisen among 
the best authorities both on nature and on history. 
One group, which takes the position that the universe 
did not come into being and will not decay, has 
declared that the race of men also has existed from 
eternity, there having never been a time when 
men were first begotten; the other group, however, 
which holds that the universe came into being and 
will decay, has declared that, like it, men had their 
first origin at a definite time.l 

7. When in the beginning, as their account runs, the 
universe was being formed, both heaven and earth were 
indistinguishable in appearance, since their elements 
were intermingled: then, when their bodies separated 
from one another, the universe took on in all its parts 
the ordered form in which it is now seen ; the air 
set up a continual motion, and the fiery element in 
it gathered into the highest regions, since anything 
of such a nature moves upward by reason of its 
lightness (and it is for this reason that the sun and 
the multitude of other stars became involved in the 
universal whirl) ; while all that was mud-like and 
thick and contained an admixture of moisture sank 
because of its weight into one place ; and as this 

Peripatetics, and was defended by Theophrastus against Zeno, 
the founder of the ·stoic school. The arguments used by 
Theophrastus are found in Philo Judaeus, De Aeternitate 
Mundi, especially chaps. 23-27; cp. E. Zeller, Aristotle and the 
Earlier Peripatetics (Eng. transl.), 2. pp. 380£. 
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2 el:\01Jf'€VOV o' EV Eaur/j> UVVEXW<; tcal UVurpecpo-
f'El'OV 1 €tc n;Jv lrypwv rrJV &at..aTTav, €tc 
TWV uTept:}J-VtwTepwv 7rOtijuat TYJV ryijv 7r'rf"'A0001J 

3 tcat 7raVTeA.wr; TaUT1JV TO 7rpWTOV 
' ' ""' ' "'\ ' • '· 1: TOV rrept Tov 'rf"'£Ov 7rupor; avTor; 'TI''rfstv 

A.a{Je'iv, E'TI'etTa OtCi Thv &epJl-aulav ava,VJ1-0VJ1-EV1J<; 
Tijr; Errtcpavelar; UVV0£0ijuat nva TWV urypwv KaTa 
7roA.A.ovr; TO'TI'OV<;, Kat ryw€u&at 7rept avTa U1]7r€00Var; 
VJl-EUt A.e7rTOt<; 7r€pteXOJ1.EVa<;• 07r€p €v TOt<; EA.eut Kat 
TOt<; A.t}J-VtL,OVUL TWV T07rWV ET£ tcal vvv opau&at 

I l t' \ "' I ,,J,. I )/ ,.#.. "fLVOJl-EVOV, 1'7r€toav T1J<; xwpa<; KaTE-y V"fj1.EV1J<; a't'VW 
Ota7rvpo<; 0 "fEV1JTa£, A.a/3wv 

4 ff( TOV KaT' oA.iryov. 'WO"fOVOVJl-EVWV 8€ TWV V"fPWV 
Ota Tij<; Bep}-'auia<; TOV elp7]J1-EVOV TP07rOV Ta<; Jl-EV 
VUKTa<; A.a}J-/3avE£V avTitca TJ)V EK Tij<; 7rL-

7rTOVU1J<; U'TI'O TOV 'TI'EPtEXOVTO<; Of'iXA.7J<;, Tas 8' 
V7r0 TOV /CaU}J-aTO<; UTEpeovu&at• TO o' 

" "' ,J.. I \ "\. I "f: euxaTOV TWV /CVO't'opovf'EVWV T1JV T€"'€£av aVs'rfU£V 
A.a/3ovTwv, /Cat Twv Vf'evwv OtaKav&€vrwv Te Kat 
7r€ptpparyeVTWV, avaq>Vijva£ 7raVTOOa7rOV<; TU7TOV<; 

5 S"fi>wv. TOUTWV o€ Ta Jl-EV 7rA.eiUT1J<; &epf'au[ar; 
/C€/CO£VWVT)ICOTa 7rpor; TOV<; J1.€T€wpovr; TO'TI'OV<; a7reA.-
Betv "f€VOJ1.€Va 7rT1JVtL, Ttt 8€ ryewoovr; UVTEXOJ1.€Va 
uvryKp[uewr; €v TV TWV €p7rETwv tcat Twv lit..A.«Jv 
TWV €mryeiwv /CaTapt& J.''l]ei]vat, Tct o€ 
cpvuew<; vrypar; J.LaA.tuTa J1-ET€t"A.7]cpoTa 7rpor; TOV 
0}-'0ryevij TO'TI'OV uvvopaJ1-€tV, OVOJ1.au&€vTa 7r"A.WTa. 

6 TTJV 8€ ryijv ae2 1-'at..t..ov UT€p€0VJ1.EV1JV V7TO T€ TOV 
7rept Tov 1JA.tov 7rvpor; Kat Twv 7rV€VJ1-aTwv To 
7"€A€VTatOV }J-1]/CET£ ouvau&at Jl-'IJOEV TWV f'E£,0VWV 

1 So Vogel: tc«l crvcrrp"l"il"•vov crvvexws Vulgate, Bekker, 
Dindorf. 
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continually turned about upon itself and became 
compressed, out of the wet it formed the sea, and 
out of what was firmer, the land, which was like 
potter's clay and entirely soft. But as the sun's 
fire shone upon the land, it first of all became firm, 
and then, since its surface was in a ferment because 
of the warmth, portions of the wet swelled up in 
masses in many places, and in these pustules covered 
with delicate membranes made their appearance. 
Such a phenomenon can be seen even yet in swamps 
and marshy places whenever, the ground having 
become cold, the air suddenly and without any 
gradual change becomes intensely warm. And 
while the wet was being impregnated with life by 
reason of the warmth in the manner described, by 
night the living things forthwith received their 
nourishment from the mist that fell from the envelop-
ing air, and by day were made solid by the intense 
heat; and finally, when the embryos had attained 
their full development and the membranes had been 
thoroughly heated and broken open, there was pro-
duced every form of animal life.1 Of these, such as 
had partaken of the most warmth set off to the 
higher regions, having become winged, and such as 
retained an earthy consistency came to be numbered 
in the class of creeping things and of the other 
land animals, while those whose composition partook 
the most of the wet element gathered into the region 
congenial to them, receiving the name of water 
animals. And since the earth constantly grew more 
solid through the action of the sun's fire and of the 
winds, it was finally no longer able to generate any 

1 Cp. chap. 10. 2. 
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aXX' f/C T?j<; 7T'p0<; 11XX'f}Xa 
" e • ·'·, e/CaCTTa 'YevvaCT a£ TCI>V ep.y vxwv. 

7 "Eot/C€ Se 'IT'epl T?j<; 'TWV oXwv cpuCTeCI><; ovS' 
Stacpwve'iv To'i<; 7rpoetp'YJp,evot<;, 

&v • 'TO V cpuCT£/COV' ev 'Yap Tfj MeXa-
vi7T'7T'[J Ti0'1]CT£V ofhw<;, 

cd<; ovpavd<; 'T€ 'Ya'ia 'T0 p,£a' 
e'IT'el o' exwpiCT0'1}CTaV aXX?}Xwv Uxa. 
T£/CTO UCT£ 7f ctvTa ICaVeOWICaV €L<; cf)(LO<;, 

I " e· ""\ I ,l.. oEvop'f}, 'IT'ET'YJva, 'YJpa<;, ou<; Tpe't'et, 
'YEvor; Te Bv'f}TWV. 

8. Kal 'IT'epl p,ev T?j<; 7rpWT'1}<; 'TWV oXwv 'YfVE-
CT€(1)<; 'TOtavTa 'TOU<; o' apx?]r; el 0 e I ,l.. \ 0 0 1 \ 'YfVV'T/ fVTar; 'TCI>V UV pC1>7TCI>V 't'aCTLV EV aTaiC'T'fJ Kat 
017ptwSet {3£p ICaBeCTTwm<; CT1Topao17v e1rl Tar; 
VOP,a<; /Cat 7rpoCTcpepeCT0at T?jr; T€ /3oTaVTf<; 

7rpOCT'T}VECT'Ta'T'f}V ICaL 'TOU<; avTOP,aTOU<; a1ro 
2 Twv SevSpwv 1Cap7rovr;. Kat 'IT'oXep,oup,evou<; p,f.v • , 0 I ., , a 0 • , A.. I 

U7TO 'TCI>V 'T]ptrilV aii-11-'1]11-0L<; J-JO'T} EW U7TO 'TOV CTUJI.'t'€-
poVTO<; OtOaCTKOftEVOVr;, o€ Ota 'TOV 
cpo{3ov f7T'£'YLVWCTIC€W f/C 'TOV KaTa p..ucpov 'TOU<; 
0"\ "\ 1"\ ' ,l.. 0 I \ 3 aii-11-'1]11-CI>V 'TU7TOV<;. 'T'f]<; 't'CI>V'YJ<; 0 aCT'f}f'OU /Ca£ 

CTV'YKEXVftEV'YJ<; oiJCT'f]<; f!C 'TOV KaT' oXi'YOV l!tapOpovv 
'Ta<; Kal 'IT'po<; aXX?}Xovr; TtBevm<; CTup../3oXa 
'IT'epl etCaCTTov 'Twv v'IT'otCetp,evwv 'Yvwptp..ov CTcp[qw 

J "' ,.. \ \ f I f' I 
aVTOt<; 7T'O£t]CTat 'T'f]V 'IT'Ept a7raV'TCI>V epp..'1JV€£aV. 

4 'TOLOU'TCI>V OE CTUCT'T'f}f'a'TCI>V 'YLVOf'EVCI>V /CaB' /l1raaav 
' , , , , '"' , , \ 'T'f]V 0£1COVft€V'f}V, OVX Of'O't'CI>VOV 7raVTa<; EXELV 'T'f]V 

1 Frg. 488, Nauck. 
1 G. Busolt, "Diodor's Verhaltniss z. Stoicismus," Jahrb. 

cl. Phil. 139 (1889), 297 ff., ascribes to Posidonius most of the 
Preface of Diodorus, but finds in this and the preceding 
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of the larger animals, but each kind of living creatures 
was now begotten by breeding with one another. 

And apparently Euripides also, who was a pupil 
of Anaxagoras the natural philosopher, is not opposed 
to this account of the nature of the universe, for in 
l1is Melanippe 1 he writes as follows : 

'Tis thus that heav'n and earth were once one form; 
But since the two were sundered each from each, 
They now beget and bring to light all things, 
The trees and birds, the beasts, the spawn of sea, 
And race of mortals. 

8. Concerning the first generation of the universe 
this is the account which we have received.2 But 
the first men to be born, they say, led an undisci-
plined and bestial life, setting out one by one to 
secure their sustenance and taking for their food 
both the tenderest herbs and the fruits of wild trees. 
Then, since they were attacked by the wild beasts, 
they came to each other's aid, being instructed by 
expediency, and when gathered together in this way 
by reason of their fear, they gradually came to 
recognize their mutual characteristics. And though 
the sounds which they made were at first unintelli-
gible and indistinct, yet gradually they came to give 
articulation to their speech, and by agreeing with 
one another upon symbols for each thing which 
presented itself to them, made known among them-
selves the significance which was to be attached to each 
term. But since groups of this kind arose over every 
part of the inhabited world, not all men had the 

chapter Epicurean influence. The fact is that Diodorus' 
philosophy, if he may be said to have had any, was highly 
eclectic. 
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oui"AeiCTOV, EICaCTTWV wr; gTV'X,€ Td,r; 
oto Kat 7ravTo£ov> Te x_apaKTfjpar; 

Ota"AeiCTWV Kat Td 7rpwTa ryevof.L€Va CTVCTT'IjJ.LaTa 
TWV cbraVTWV €Bvwv apx_eryova ryeveaflat. 

5 Tot.., ouv 7rpWTOV<; TWV avBpamwv J.LTJD€VO<; TWV 
7TPO'> j3(ov x_pr)CTLJ.LWll €VPTJJ.LEliOV E7rl7TOVW'> ou.fryetv, 
ryvJ.LVOV'> J.LEV €crBijTo'> 8vTar;, olK1}crew> S€ Kal 7Tvpo> 
a1}Bet>, Tpocpfl• o' 7raVT€AWr; avevvo1}TOV'>. 

6 /Cat ryap Tfjr; aryp£ar; Tpocpijr; a')'VO-
OVVTa'> J.LYJO€J.LLav 'TCOV 1Cap7TWV eZ, Tar; EV0€La> 
7TOt€tCTBat 7rapaBecrw OtO /Cat 7rOAAOVr; auTWV 
a7TOAAVCT8at ICaTii TOUr; 'X,€tj.£WVa<; Ota T€ TO 'l[rvx_or; 

7 /Cat cr7TaVLV Tij<; Tpocpijr;. EIC S€ TOV 1 KaT' 
o"A£')'OV V7TO rf]r; 7rdpa<; OtOaCTICOJ.LEVOV<; er, T€ Td 

cr7r1}"Aata KaTacpev')'Etv Ell Tfj> X,€tf£WVt Kat Twv 
1Cap7rWV TOU<; cp VAaTT€CTBat OVVaJ.LEVOV<; a7l"OT£-

8 8ecr8at. ryvwcr8€vTO<; S€ TOV 71"Vpo<; Kat TWV a"A"Awv 
,. I \ \ \ \ I t 

TWV /CaTa J.LtKpov Ta<; Tex_va<; evpe-
8ijvat Kat Tli"A"Aa Td SvvaJ.LEVa TOll ICOtvov j3£ov 

9 WcpEAijCTat. ICa8oAOV rydp 71"aVTWV X,p€£av 
aun}v OtOaCT/CaAOV ryevf.crBat TOt<; 

vcfJTJJ'OVJ.LEVIJV oiKELW<; €/CaCTTOV JLU()TJCTtV 
eucpve£ srfrp /Cat CTVVepryoV<; g'X,OVTt 7T po<; a7TaVTa 
'X,Etpa<; /Cat Aoryov Kat 'o/ux_ij<; a')'x_£votaV, 

10 Kat 7rEpt J.LEV Tfj<; 7rpWTTJ'> 'Y€L'ECT€W<; TWV av-
Bpw7rWV Kat Tov 7ra"AatoTaTov j3£ov To'ir; pTJBE'icrw 
ap1C€CT()1)CTOJ.L€()a, CTTOX,aSOf.L€VOt Tijr; CTVf.Lf.L€TpLa<;. 
9. ITep£ S€ TWv Twv 7rapaoeOof.Lellwv 
f.LEV el> f.LV1f.LTJV, ryEVOf.LEVWV 15€ ev TOt'> ryvwptSOf.LEVOt<; 
To7TOt'> Tij<; olKOVf.LEliiJ'>, 7retpacr6f.LeBa. 

1 -roii Schafer: To6Tov. 
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same language, inasmuch as every group organized 
the elements of its speech by mere chance. This is 
the explanation of the present existence of every 
conceivable kind of language, and, furthermore, out 
of these first groups to be formed came all the 
original nations of the world. 

Now the first men, since none of the things useful 
for life had yet been discovered, led a wretched 
existence, having no clothing to cover them, knowing 
not the use of dwelling and fire, and also being 
totally ignorant of cultivated food. For since they 
also even neglected the harvesting of the wild food, 
they laid by no store of its fruits against their 
needs ; consequently large numbers of them perished 
in the winters because of the cold and the lack of 
food. Little by little, however, experience taught 
them both to take to the caves in winter and to 
store such fruits as could be preserved. And when 
they had become acquainted with fire and other 
useful things, the arts also and whatever else is 
capable of furthering man's social life were gradually 
discovered. Indeed, speaking generally, in all things 
it was necessity itself that became man's teacher, 
supplying in appropriate fashion instruction in every 
matter to a creature which was well endowed by 
nature and had, as its assistants for every purpose, 
hands and speech and sagacity of mind. 

And as regards the first origin of men and their 
earliest manner of life we shall be satisfied with 
what has been said, since we would keep due propor-
tion in our account. 9. But as regards all the events 
which have been handed down to memory and took 
place in the known regions of the inhabited world, we 
shall now undertake to give a full account of them. 
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2 Toti<; JLEV ouv 7rpwTov<; inrO.pgavm<; fJa(HAEt<; 
our' avrot AE"fELV exoJLEV OUT€ TWV i(TTOPli(WV TOt<; 
E'Tra"f"f€AAOJLEVOt<; el3€vat (TU"fKaTart8eJL€8a· aDu-

' \ " re! VaTOV "fap T'I}V €Up€(Tt7J TWV "fpaJL}J-aTWV OUTf.oJ<; 
eivat 7raA.at(w W(TT€ TOt<; 7rpwTot<; /3a(TtA.ev(Tw 

"f€7JE(J"Bat· el oe Tt<; Kat TOVTO (TU"f-
TO "f€ TWV iuTopto"fparpwv "fEVO<; 7raV-

T€AW<; cpa£veTat VH<>UTt Tfjl Kotvf'p (3£rp UVIJ€(J"Ta-
3 JLEVOV. 7rEpt o'f. Tij<; TOV ry€vou<; apxatOT1/TO<; ov 

fi-OVOV UfJ-rpt(T/3'1}TOVUW ''EAA'I}V€<;, aA.A.a Kat7rOAAOt 
TWV fJapfJdpwv, €avTOV'! avTaxBova<; AE"fOVTEr; Kat 
7rpWTOU<; TO)IJ a7rtLVTWV av8 pw7rWV evpeTa<; ryev€u-
Bat TWV f.v Tfjl fJ[rp XP'IJUi}J-wv, Kat Ttt<; ryevoJLeva<; 
7rap' avTOt<; EK 7rAEiUTWV xpavwv !wa"fpa-

4 cpij<; -ryg,wuBat. o'f. 7r€pt JL'f.V Tij<; EKaUTWV 
7raAatOT'I}TOS' TaKpt{J'f.<; Kat T£vwv 7rpoT€pet Ttt e8v'l} 
TWV /1A.A.wv TOt<; xpavot<; Kat 'ffO(TOt<; ET€ULV OVK &v 
OtoptuaLJLEBa, Ttt o€ AE"fO}Lf!Va 7rap' EKaUTOIS 7rep't 
Tij<; apxatOT'I}TO<; Kat TWV 7raA.atwv 7rpagewv f.v 
KerpaAaLOl<; aVa"fpatOJLEV, (TTOxal;o}J-EVOt T1J<; UV}J--

5 JLETpia<;. 7r€pl 7rpwTWV o€ TWV f]ap/3apwv Otegt-
fi-€V, OVK apxawTepov<; aVTOV<; TWV 

Ka8a7rep ''Erpopo<; etp'I]KEV, aA.A.a 7rpo-
OteA.Be'iv fJouAoJLEVOt T£t 7rA€LUTa TWV 7r€pt avTOU}, 
07rW<; apgafJ-€VOt TWV 7rapa TOt<; "EAA'I}UtV tUTOpov-
fJ-fVWV fJ-'1}0€JLiav f.v Tat<; apxatoAO"fiat<; ET€PO"f€V1J 

0 t: f3 '" , \ "' \ ' \ 6 7rpar;;tV 7rap€JL a"-Wfi-€V. €7TH 0€ KaTa T'I}V 
At"fV'TrTov Bewv T€ ryeveuet<; imapgat JLVBoA.o-
ryoiivTat, aL T€ TWv llcrrpwv ripxa,t6Ta'Tat Trapa-
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Now as to who were the first kings we are in no 
position to speak on our own authority, nor do we 
give assent to those historians who profess to know; 
for it is impossible that the discovery of writing was 
of so early a date as to have been contemporary 
with the first kings. But if a man should concede 
even this last point, it still seems evident that writers 
of history are as a class a quite recent appearance 
in the life of mankind. Again, with respect to the 
antiquity of the human race, not only do Greeks 
put forth their claims but many of the barbarians 
as well, all holding that it is they who are auto-
chthonous and the first of all men to discover the 
things which are of use in life, and that it was the 
events in their own history which were the earliest 
to have been held worthy of record. So far as we 
are concerned, however, we shall not make the 
attempt to determine with precision the antiquity of 
each nation or what is the race whose nations are 
prior in point of time to the rest and by how many 
years, but we shall record summarily, keeping due 
proportion in our account, what each nation has to 
say concerning its antiquity and the early events 
in its history. The first peoples which we shall dis-
cuss will be the barbarians, not that we consider 
them to be earlier than the Greeks, as Ephorus has 
said, but because we wish to set forth most of the 
facts about them at the outset, in order that we may 
not, by beginning with the various accounts given 
by the Greeks, have to interpolate in the different 
narrations of their early history any event connected 
with another people. And since Egypt is the country 
where mythology places the origin of the gods, where 
the earliest observations of the stars are said to have 
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, , e " , , <:'' , T1JPTJI7'€t') evp'l]17 at "'eryov-rat, npo> oe TOvTot') 
npa!;et') a!;toAO"(Ot 7TOAAat fJ.-€"frLAWV avopwv 
i17'TOpOVVTal, 7TOt'l]l7'0fJ.-€8a Ti}> ti7'TOpLa') 
Ota TWV KaT' Ar"fV'TTTOV npaxBevTWV. 

10. <l>aut Toivuv Al"fV7TTtot KaTa €!; 
apxiJ> TWV oA.wv "feV€17'lV 7rpWTOU> av8pw7TOU') 
ryev€u8at KaTa Ar"fU7TTov ota Te 
€U!Cpau£av n}> xwpa> Ota rpuutv TOV 
N eiA.ou. TOVTOV 'Yap 7fOAV"fOVOV lJvTa Kat Ta') 
Tporpa> avTocfwet> 7rapexop..evov pqoiw> E!CTperpetv 
Ta swo'Yov7J8€vTa- Te 'Yap Tov !CaA.dp..ou pisav 
Kat TOV AWTOV, en o€ TOV Al"fV'TTTtOV KVap..ov Kat 
To KaA.ovp..evov KopuaZov Kat 7roA.A.a Totav8' gTepa , , , e ... , ,.. , e , 
TPO't'1JV eTotp..1Jv 7rapexeu at Tlf' "f€V€t TWV av pw-

2 7TWV. -ri}> o' €!; apxiJ> 7rap' aUTOf8 SWO"fOVLa') 
7f€tpwvTat rpepetv TO Kat vvv en 

EV E)'I]{Jatot xwpav KaTa TlVu> Katpov> T017'0VTOU') 
Kat T'I]A.tKouTou> fLV> 'Yevvav Cf>uTe Tov> loovTa> To 
"flVOfL€VOV EIC7TA1TT€17'8at• eviou') 'Yap auTWV lw> 
p..ev TOV Ka£ TWV ep..7rpou8iwv 7TOOWV 
OtaT€TV7fWI7'8at Kat KLV'1]17'tV AafLfJavew, TO o€ 
AOt7fOV TOV 17'WfLUTO') exetv aotaTV?rWTOV, fL€VOV17''1]') 

3 en KaTa rpvuw Ti}<; fJwA.ou. EK TOVTOU o' eivat 
rpavepov on KaTa €!; apxiJ> TOV KOI7'fLOU 17'V-
17'TUI7'tV Ti}> "fiJ> €U!CpaTOU Ka8euTWI7''Yj<; p..aA.tuT' tw 
euxe n}v "fEV€17'lV TWV av8pW7rWV;, Ka-r' Ar"fU7TTOV 
xwpa- Kat "ftLp VVV, OUOap..oiJ Ti}> a;\.;\..'1]<; "fiJ<; 
cpuoVcr1J{) oUO€v TWv Totolrrwv, €v f'Ovy Ta{rry 

1 These plants are more fully described in chap. 34. For 
the " root of the reed" cp. chap. 80, where the preparation 
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been made, and where, furthermore, many note-
worthy deeds of great men are recorded, we shall 
begin our history with the events connected with 
Egypt. 

10. Now the Egyptians have an account like this: 
When in the beginning the universe came into being, 
men first came into existence in Egypt, both because 
of the favourable climate of the land and because of 
the nature of the Nile. For this stream, since it 
produces much life and provides a spontaneous supply 
of food, easily supports whatever living things have 
been engendered ; for both the root of the reed 
and the lotus, as well as the Egyptian bean and 
corsaeum, as it is called, and many other similar 
plants, supply the race of men with nourishment 
all ready for use.1 As proof that animal life appeared 
first of all in their land they would offer the fact 
that even at the present day the soil of the Thebaid 
at certain times generates mice in such numbers 
and of such size as to astonish all who have witnessed 
the phenomenon; for some of them are fully formed 
as far as the breast and front feet and are able to 
move, while the rest of the body is unformed, the 
clod of earth still retaining its natural character. 
And from this fact it is manifest that, when the 
world was first taking shape, the land of Egypt could 
better than any other have been the place where 
mankind came into being because of the well-
tempered nature of its soil ; for even at the present 
time, while the soil of no other country generates 
any such things, in it alone certain living creatures 

of such food is described. The corsaeum was the tuber of the 
Nile water-lily. 
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BewpeZu8ai nva TWV EJ.Ltuxwv 7rapa&6gw') sworyo-
VOUfL€Va. 

4 KaBo:\ov A.€ryovutv, ehe KaTa Tov E7rt 
fl.evKaAiwvo<; "f€VOfL€VOV KaTaKAVUfLOV ecp8ap7] Ta 
7TA€tUTa TWV sr(lwv, eLKO<; JL&AtUTa O£aU€(TWU8at 
Tov<; KaTa Thv AZ"fV7TTOV v7ro fL€U7JJLf3piav 

"' t <1-. "" I ) "' Jf KaTO£KOVVTa<;, W<; aV T7]<; xwpa<; aUTWV OVU7J<; 
aVOJL/3pov KaTa TO 7TA€lUTOV, erT€, Ka8&7rep TLVe') 
cpaut, 7ravTe:\ov<; ryevofLeV7J'> Tc;>V EJ.Ltuxwv cp8opas 
1] ryij 7rfiA£V €g apxiJ'> Kawas i]veryKe TWV srf!wv 
cpuu€t'>, of.Lw> Kat KaTa TovTov Tov Xoryov 7rpe7retv 

apX7J"fOV TWIJ EfLtuxwv ryeV€(T£V 7rpoufi7TT€tv 
5 TaUT'{) TV xwpq. Tfj<; ryap 7rapa TOt') aAAO£') E7TOJL-

j3p[a<; TCp 7rap' eaVTOt<; l "f£VOfL€Vrp KauJLaTt 
fLl"f€{U7J') elKo<; eincpaTOTaTOV ryev€u8at TOV aepa 

6 7rpo<; tipxiJ> TWV 7TfiVTWV sworyov{av. Kat 
ryap €v TOt') Kae' en XPDVOl') KaTa 
E7T{KAVUTOV AZryv7TTOV EV TOt') otiJLOt<; TWV 
VDaTWV cpav€pW<; opauBat "fEVVWfLEVa') cpuue£') 

7 EJ.Ltuxwv· omv ryap TOV 7TOTafLOV avaxw-
P1JUlV 7rowufL€vov 7rPWT7Jv riJ> lxuo<; o f]xw., 

cpaut uvvium(T8a£ s(pa, Ttva JLeV 
el<; TEAO') il7r7]pTlUfL€va, nva iJJLlT€APJ Kat 7rpo<; 
avTfJ UVfLc/JVij TV 'YV· 

Ii. Tov<; &' ovv KaT' AZryv7TTOV avBpW7rOU<; TO 
7raAatov "f€VOfLeVOV'), avaj3X€yavTa<; el<; TOV 
KOUJLOV Kat TWV o:\wv cpuuw KaTa'TTAaryeVTa') 
T€ 2 Kal OavJL&uavTa<;, V7roAa/3etv etvat ouo 8Eov<; 
atUov<; T€ Kal 7rpWTOV'), TOV T€ 1}:\tov Kal 

wv TOV fLEV "Outptv, Thv &€ ovo-

1 iavToi's Vogel: eaVTfj> D, avTol:s F, Bekker, Dindorf. 
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may be seen coming into being in a marvellous 
fashion. 

In general, they say that if in the flood which 
occurred in the time of Deucalion most living things 
were destroyed, it is probable that the inhabitants 
of southern Egypt survived rather than any others, 
since their country is rainless for the most part; or 
if, as some maintain, the destruction of living things 
was complete and the earth then brought forth 
again new forms of animals, nevertheless, even on 
such a supposition the first genesis of living things 
fittingly attaches to this country. For when the 
moisture from the abundant rains, which fell among 
other peoples, was mingled with the intense heat 
which prevails in Egypt itself, it is reasonable to 
suppose that the air became very well tempered for 
the first generation of all living things. Indeed, even 
in our day during the inundations of Egypt the 
generation of forms of animal life can clearly be 
seen taking place in the pools which remain the 
longest ; for, whenever the river has begun to recede 
and the sun has thoroughly dried the surface of the 
slime, living animals, they say, take shape, some of 
them fully formed, but some only half so and still 
actually united with the very earth. 

11. Now the men of Egypt, they say, when ages 
ago they came into existence, as they looked up at 
the firmament and were struck with both awe and 
wonder at the nature of the universe, conceived that 
two gods were both eternal and first, namely, the 
sun and the moon, whom they called respectively 
Osiris and Isis, these appellations having in each 

2 n Vogel: omitted by Vulgate, Bekker, Dindorf. 

37 



DIODORUS OF SICILY 

J.ULO'at, a7TO TWO<; ET!Jfi-OV TeBeLU7J<; EKaTepa<; TTJ<; 
2 7TpOU7J"f0pta<; TaVTrJ<;. ttef)epft7JVEVOftEVWV "fltp 

TovTwv el<; Tov 'EA-A-7JvtKov TTJ<; otaA-eKTov Tpcmov 
elvab Tov tt€v 7raA-vocp8aA-ttov, elKoTw<;· 
?TavTaxfi 7 ap e?Tt{3aA-A-ovTa Ttt<; aKTI:va<; wu?Tep 
ocpBaAftOt<; 7TOAAOt<; (3AE7T€LV c'i?Tauav "ffJV 
BaA-aTTav. Kat Tov oe AE"fetv uvttcpwva , 
TOUTOb<; 

8', Bs- 1r&vT' Er:popq. Kal 7Tciv'T' €7TaKoVEt. 

3 TWV o€ ?Tap' ,, EAA1]0't ?TaAatwv ftU()oA,o"fWV 
TOV ''Outpw tl.bovuuov Kal 
!eiptov 7rapWVVftW<;' wv EilttOA7TO<; ftEV ev TOL<; 
Ba!CXLKOL<; e?T€0'L cp7]ULV 

auTpocpaT] tl.tovuuov ev U/CTLV€0'0'£ 7TVpW7TOV, 

'Opcpev<; o€ 
TovveKa tttv KaA-eovut <Pa1!1JTa Te Kat f:l.tovuuov. 

,j.. \ <:'I \ \ J \ fJ '<:' 4 't'aub oe nve<; /Cab TO evatttta auTrp To T7J<; ve ptoo<; 
U7TO Tf]<; TWV lfuTpwv 7TOt/CtALa<; ?Teptf]cpBat. Thv 
o€ ft€8€pft7JV€UOftEV7JV eXvat ?TaAatav, TEBet-
ftEV1]<; TTJ<; 7T poU1)"fOpLa<; a ?TO Tf]<; atDtov Kat 
7TaAabG8 "fEVEO'EW<;. !CEpaTa o' avTfi E7TtTtB€aUbV 
a?To T€ Tf]<; lNrew<; P)v exovua cpaiveTat Ka8' &v 
av XPOVOV imapxv Kat U7TO Tf]<; Kaeu:-

5 
PWftEV1]<; avTfi fJoo<; ?Tap' Al"fV7TTLOt<;. 

T , <;-\ ' () ' '..1..' \ , OVTOV<; 0€ TOU<; €OU<; V't'tO'TUVTat TOV O'Vft-
?TaVTa Koapov OtotKe'iv TpecpovTa<; Te 

1 " The poet '' for the Greeks was Homer; the line occurs 
frequently, e.g. Odyssey 12. 323. 
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case been based upon a certain meaning in them. 
For when the names are translated into Greek Osiris 
means " many-eyed," and properly so; for in shed-
ding his rays in every direction he surveys with 
many eyes, as it were, all land and sea. And the 
words of the poet 1 are also in agreement with this 
conception when he says : 

The sun, who sees all things and hears all things. 

And of the ancient Greek writers of mythology some 
give to Osiris the name Dionysus or, with a slight 
change in form, Sirius. One of them, Eumolpus, 
in his Bacchic Hymn speaks of 

Our Dionysus, shining like a star, 
With fiery eye in ev'ry ray; 

while Orpheus 2 says: 

And this is why men call him Shining One 
And Dionysus. 

Some say that Osiris is also represented with the 
cloak of fawn-skin about his shoulders 3 as imitating 
the sky spangled with the stars. As for Isis, when 
translated the word means "ancient," the name 
having been given her because her birth was from 
everlasting and ancient. And they put horns on her 
head both because of the appearance which she has 
to the eye when the moon is crescent-shaped, and 
because among the Egyptians a cow is held sacred 
to her. 

These two gods, they hold, regulate the entire 
universe, giving both nourishment and increase to 

2 Frg. 237, Kern. 
• That is, as Dionysus was commonly represented. 
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'lraii'Ta Tptp.€pEUtll &pat<; aopaTrp 
7r€ploSoll TV 'T€ eaptvfi Kat 
Kal X€tp.€ptvfi· Tavra<; s· Ellaii'TtW'f{L'T'/]11 

' ,I.. ' ' , , '5". \ , \ T'l'}ll 't'VUtll EXOVUa<; U7rap'Tto,€tll TOll €11tUV'TOII 
apiuTy uvp.cpw11ia· <flvutv Se uvp.(3aA.A.€u0at 

I ' \ ' f I ,... 1 ,.. 
1r A.€tU'T'I'JII f.t<; 'T'I'Jll 'TWII a1raii'TWII .,.woryovtav TWII 
Od)w Tov'Twll Toll p.€11 7rvpwSovr; Kat 7rlldJp.aTor;, 

\ • \ t! ' rl.. ' 'T'I'}II Of vrypov Kat <:>'I'JPOV, KOLII'{1 o ap.'t'O'T€pov<; 
Mpor;· Kat Sta TovTwll 7ravTa ry€1111auOat Kat 

6 Sto Ka' 'TO p.ell CL'trall uwp.a 'Tfj<; 'TWII 
oA.w11 cpvu€W<; eE Kat 
'Ttt Se Tov'Twll p.ep'YJ 7rEII'T€ 'Ttt 7rpo<tp'YJp.e11a, To 'T€ 
7rii€Up.a Kat 'TO 7rup Kat 'TO E'I'JPOII, en oe 'TO vr'fp011 
Kat 'TO 'T€A€V'TatOII 'TO a€pWO€<;, &u7Tep e7r' a110pw-
7rOV Kat XEi:par; Kat 7roSar; Kat Ti1A.A.a 
p.Ep'l'} 'TOV auTOII Tp07rOV 'TO uwp.a 
Tou Koup.ov uvryKei:uOat 7ra11 EK TWII 7rpoetp'I'}-
JLEIIWII. 

12. Tov'TWII o' lKaU'TOII Oeoll vop.lrra• Kat 
7rporr'l'}ryopiall loia11 eKaU'T'f' BEtllat Ka'Ta TO olKEtoll 
Tovr; 7rpw'Tovr; otaA.f."T'f' XP'I'Juap.evovr; Ot'T]p8pwp.e11y 

2 'TWII "a'T' A'tryV7r'TOII a11Bpw7rWII. 'TO p.ell OVII 7r11Eup.a 
Ala 7rpouaropEuuat p.€0€p!J-'YJIIevop.ev'Y}r; Tfjr; A.eE€w<;, 
()11 a't'TtOII llii'Ta 'TOU YVXt"ou 'TOt<; f;q)ot<; Ellop.tuall 
f I I t' I I "" V7rapx€tV 7T"UII'TWII 0£011€£ 'Ttva 'traTEpa. UVIJ-'t'W-

"" to\ , ,1.,. ' \ ' ' ,.I.. , VftV O€ 'TOV'TOt<; 't'atrt "at 'TOll €7rt't'aii€U'Ta'TOII 
TWII 7rap' "EA.A.'I'}ut 'lrOt'I'}'TWII e1rt Tov Oeou TovTov 
A.eryov'Ta 

7ra'Ti}p a11Spw11 TE 0€WII 'T€. 

3 'TO S€ 7rUp p.€0€pp.'T]V€VOJJ-€11011 "H<flatU'TOII ovop.auat, 
vop.lrraii'Ta<; p.erya11 ei11at 0Eoll "a£ 7roA.A.a uvp.-
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all things by means of a system of three seasons 
which complete the full cycle through an unobserv-
able movement, these being spring and summer and 
winter; and these seasons, though in nature most 
opposed to one another, complete the cycle of the 
year in the fullest harmony. Moreover, practically all 
the physical matter which is essential to the genera-
tion of all things is furnished by these gods, the sun 
contributing the fiery element and the spirit, the 
moon the wet and the dry, and both together the air; 
and it is through these elements that all things are 
engendered and nourished. And so it is out of the 
sun and moon that the whole physical body of the 
universe is made complete ; and as for the five 
parts just named of these bodies-the spirit, the 
fire, the dry, as well as the wet, and, lastly, the 
air-like-just as in the case of a man we enumerate 
head and hands and feet and the other parts, so in 
the same way the body of the universe is composed 
in its entirety of these parts. 

12. Each of these parts they regard as a god and 
to each of them the first men in Egypt to use articu-
late speech gave a distinct name appropriate to its 
nature. Now the spirit they called, as we translate 
their expression, Zeus, and since he was the source 
of the spirit of life in animals they considered him 
to be in a sense the father of all things. And they 
say that the most renowned of the Greek poets 1 

also agrees with this when he speaks of this god as 

The father of men and of gods. 

The fire they called Hephaestus, as it is translated, 
holding him to be a great god and one who con-

1 Homer; the phrase occurs in many passages. 
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/3aA.A.euBat 7riiutv elr; ry€veu£v T€ Kat TeA.eiav 
, t: \ too' .... tf , ,.. , ...... 

4 aUsYfulV, TYJV O€ "fYJV WU7r€p ary"f€£0V Tt TWV 
cpuof-1-Evwv lmoA.af.Lf3avovTa<; f-1-'YJTepa 7rpoua'Yopev-
uat· /CUt TOV<; ,, EAA'T}Va<; o€ TaVT'T}V 7rapa7rA'T}uiw<; 

ICaAe'iv, /3paxv fL€TaTeBeiuYJ<; out. TOV 
' "\ '1: ' ' "\ ' , 'f" () XPOVOV TYJ<; A€s€W<;' TO ryap 7ral\,atOV OVOfLUo,€U at 

ryijv fL'YJTEpa, KaBa7rep Kat Tov 'Opcp€a 7rpOuf.LapTv-
pE'iv A.€ryovTa 

rij 7T'UVTf.I)V, 7rAOUT000T€tpa. 

5 TO o' urypov OVOfLUUUt AE"fOVut TOV<; 7ra"ll.atov<; 
'flK€aV'T]V,1 & fL€8€pf.LYJV€UOfL€VOV f-1-EV etvat 
f-1-'YJTEpa, 7rap' €v£ot<; o€ TWV 'ilKeavov 
lmapxew v7T'ctAijcpBat, 1rept ov Kat Tov 
A.€ryetv 

'ilKeavov T€ Bewv ry€veutv Kat fLYJTEpa TrJBvv. 

6 oi ryap Alryu7rnot vof-1-il;ouutv '!lKeavov elvat Tov 
, ' ,.. ' N ""\. ' .,. ' ' 7rap aUTO£<; 7T'OTaJ10V fti\,OV, 7rp0<; f[J /Cat TU<; 

Twv Bewv ryev€uet<; Tij'> ryap 7T'au1J'> 
olKOVfLEV'YJ'> KaTa f-1-0VYJV A'tryu7T'TOV eivat 
7r0Aft<; 7T'OAAa<; U7T'O TWV apxatwv Bewv EKTlUf-1-E-
va<;, olov !::ito<;, 'HA.£ov, 'EpJ.LOv, 'A7roAAwvo<;, 
ITavo<;, ElA-etButa<;, aAAWV 7T'A€tovwv. 

7 Tov o' a€pa 7rpoua"fopevua£ cpautv 'A87Jvav 
J.LeBepfL'YJVevof-1-EVYJ<; Tij<> Kat !::ito<; 8v'YaT€pa 
VOf-1-iuat TaVT'YJV, Kat 7rapB€vov 
Ota T€ TO &cf>Bopov elvat cpvrret TOV aepa Kat TOV 

) f ) I f ,.. I I 

aKpoTaTOV €7TEX€tV T07rOV TOV UVfL7raVTO<; KO(J'f-1-0V' 
oto7rep EK Tij<; Kopvcpijr; Tov !::ito<; fLV8oA.ory'T}8ijvat 

1 '!lKEci.I'71V Wesseling: wKII\p.71V F, wt<eavov CD. 

1 Frg. 302, Kern. 
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tributes much both to the birth and full development 
of all things. The earth, again, they looked upon as 
a kind of vessel which holds all growing things and so 
gave it the name "mother"; and in like manner the 
Greeks also call it Demeter, the word having been 
slightly changed in the course of time ; for in olden 
times they called her Meter (Earth Mother), to 
which Orpheus 1 bears witness when he speaks of 

Earth the Mother of all, Demeter giver of wealth. 

And the wet, according to them, was called by the 
men of old Oceane, which, when translated, means 
Fostering-mother, though some of the Greeks have 
taken it to be Oceanus, in connection with whom 
the poet 2 also speaks of 

Oceanus source of gods and mother Tethys. 

For the Egyptians consider Oceanus to be their 
river Nile, on which also their gods were born; since, 
they say, Egypt is the only country in the whole 
inhabited world where there are many cities which 
were founded by the first gods, such as Zeus, Helius, 
Hermes, Apollo, Pan, Eileithyia, and many more.3 

The air, they say, they called Athena, as the name 
is translated, and they considered her to be the 
daughter of Zeus and conceived of her as a virgin, 
because of the fact that the air is by its nature 
uncorrupted and occupies the highest part of the 
entire universe; for the latter reason also the myth 
arose that she was born from the head of Zeus. 

2 Tethys was the wife of Oceanus. The line is from the 
Iliad 14. 302. 

3 By the time Diodorus visited Egypt many an old 
Egyptian city bore a Greek name, such as Diospolia (cp. 
chap. 45), Heliopolis, Hermupolis, Apollinopolis, Panopolis, 
and the like. 
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8 TaVT'T}V ryeveu8at. WVOJI-au8at oe TptTO-
ryEvetav ti1rO ToV Tpls JLETa{3&AAetv airrfjf; 
cpvcrtv KaT' EvtaVTOV, lapor; Kat Oepovr; Kat xet-
}1-WVO<;. Xeryeu8at o' Kat ri\.avKaJ7TtV, ovx 
I:Ju?Tep evtot TWV V7TEi\.aflov, cbro TOV 

' , A.(} .,. ' , .,. , ' \ TOV<; O't' a"'JI-OV<; EXEtV 'Y"'aVKOV<;' TOVTO p.ev ryap 
eil'T}Oer; {nrapxetv• aXX' a?To TOV TOV aepa 

I "'r Jl )/ "'\ ?TpOUO'I'W exetV eryry"'aVKOV, 
9 ci>aut oe TOUr; 7TEVTE Oeour; TOur; 7Tpoetp'T}J1-EVOV<; 

?Tfiuav olKOVJJ-EV7JV E?Tt7Topeueu8at, cpavTaso-
JI-EVovr; TOt<; avOpw?Totr; EV iepwv t,Pruv JI-Opcpa'ir;, 
luTt o' lhe elr; avOpw?TwV lSear; i] TtVWV &XXruv 
JI-ETaflaXXovTar;· Kat. TovTo p.vOwSer; v?Tapxetv, 
aXXa SvvaTOV, e't?Tep OVTO£ ?Tpor; cLA1}0etav elutv 
oi ?TavTa ryevvwvTer;. Kat Tov Se elr; 

10 Arryv?TTov ?TapaflaXovTa Kat. JJ-ETauxovTa ?Tapa 
Twv ieperuv Twv TotovTwv Xoryruv Oe'ivai ?Tov KaTa 

\ I \ I t I T'T}V 7TOt'Y}UtV TO 7Tp0€tp'T}J1-EVOV rur; ryWOf1.€VOV, 

Kat Te Oeot gelvotutv EOtKOTE<; aXXoSa?Toiut 
?TavToiot TeXeOovTer; e?TtaTprucpwut ?TOA7Ja<;, 
avOpw?TWV i:Jflptv TE Kat EVVOJ.£l7JV euopwvTer;. 

Ilept f-£EV ovv TWV EV ovpavfjl Oewv Kat ryeveutv 
c.ilotov eax7JKoTwv ToaavTa Xeryovuw Alryu?Tnot. 

13. "AXi\.ovr; o' EK TOUT(JJV E?Tt"/Elovr; ryeveuOat 
A. ' ' , t: ' (} , t' ' t'' , 't'autv, V?Tap5avTa<; f-£€11 V7JTOV<;, ota OE UVIJEUlV 
Kat avOpw?Truv evep'Yeuiav TETEVXOTa<; Tfjr; 

a8avau[a<;, WV ev£ou<; Kat /3autA€t<; ryeryovf.vat KaTcl 
2 A'tryu?TTOV. f-£E0Epf-£7JVEVOf-£tvwv o' aVTWV nv.t<; 

f-£EV Of-£WVUf-£OV<; {J?Tapxetv Toir; ovpaviot<;, TtVO-<; 
s· lSiav ECTX7JKEVat 7TpOU'T}"fOpiaJ•, ''Hi\.tov T€ Kat 
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Another name given her was Tritogeneia (Thrice· 
born), because her nature changes three times in 
the course of the year, in the spring, summer, and 
winter. They add that she is also called Glaucopis 
(Blue-eyed),l not because she has blue eyes, as some 
Greeks have held-a silly explanation, indeed-but 
because the air has a bluish cast. 

These five deities, they say, visit all the inhabited 
world, revealing themselves to men in the form of 
sacred animals, and at times even appearing in the 
guise of men or in other shapes ; nor is this a fabulous 
thing, but possible, if these are in very truth the 
gods who give life to all things. And also the poet, 
who visited Egypt and became acquainted with such 
accounts as these from the lips of the priests, in some 
place in his writings 2 sets forth as actual fact what 
has been said : 

The gods, in strangers' form from alien lands, 
Frequent the cities of men in ev'ry guise, 
Observing their insolence and lawful ways. 

Now so far as the celestial gods are concerned 
whose genesis is from eternity, this is the account 
given by the Egyptians. 

13. And besides these there are other gods, they 
say, who were terrestrial, having once been mortals, 
but who, by reason of their sagacity and the good 
services which they rendered to all men, attained 
immortality, some of them having even been kings 
in Egypt. Their names, when translated, are in 
some cases the same as those of the celestial gods, 
while others have a distinct appellation, such as 

1 This common epithet of Athena in Homer is more 
generally taken to mean " gleaming-eyed." 

2 OdyBBey 17. 485-7. 
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Kpovov l€at 'Peav, oe T6v inro Ttvrov 
"Ap.p.wva 7rpouaryopeuop.evov, 7rp6r; oe TOIJTO£<; 

"H ' ''H"' " 1:'' 'E I ' pav "at 't'atuTov, ET£ o unav l€at TeXeu-
Ta'iov 'Epp:fjv. teal 7rpwTov p.€v ''HA.tov fJautA.ev-
uat TWV l€aT' A'tryu7T'TOV, op.wvup.ov OVTa T{J l€aT' 

3 7 \ , )f t'\ ,.., f I "' \ oupavov auTprp. evtot oe TWV teperov 't'aut 
7rpWTOV "HcpatU'TOV fJautA.euuat, 7rUpo<; 
ryevop.€vov "al ota euxp'YJuT£av Tavn1v 

I ,.. «' I I \ ' ""' TvxovTa T'YJ<; 'YJ"fEp.ovtar;• ryevop.evov ryap ev TO£<; 

lJpeut 1€€pavvofJoXov oevopov teat Tfj<; 7T'"A.'YJu£ov 
"aop.€v"1r; 7rpoueVJovTa Tov"HcpatuTov "aTa 

xetp.eptov wpav OtacpepoVTro<; E7T't TV 
Oepp.autf!, oe TOU 7rUpo<; tiel Tfj<; iJA.'YJ<; 
E7rt/3aXA.etv, "al Tovnp Tip Tpo7rrp otaT'YJpovVTa 
'TO 7rUp 7rp01€aA.e'iu8at 1 TOV<; &A.Xov<; av8pw7rOV<; 

4 7rpo<; aUTOU rytvop.eV'YJV €VXP'YJUT£av. J.£€Ta 
I:'\ ' K I " 1: I I ' O€ TaUTa TOV pOVOV apc;at, l€ah "f'YJ{J-UVTa T'YJV 

'Peav "f€VVT}Ua£ l€aTa p.lv T£Va<; TWV 
p.uOoXorywv "Outpw "at •ruw, l€aTa oe Tour; 

... I A' I "H .. 1:'• ' ' 7T'I\.€£UTOU<; L.l.£a T€ "a,' pav, ou<; ot apE'T'YJV 
fJautA.evuat Tov uvp.7ravTo<; "oup.ov. €" oe 
TovTwv ryeveuOat 1revTe Oeovr;, "aO' e"auT'YJv Twv 
E7raryop.evwv 1rap' Alryv7rTLotr; 1rev8' evor; 
"f€VV'I}8evTo<;• ovop.aTa OE TO'i<; TEI€VW-
8e'iutv "Outptv "al "latv, o€ Tvcf>wva Kat 
'A • ..,.., ''A"' "'' ' ' ' "0 5 7T'O"'"'wva Kat 't'pootT'YJV' l€at TOV p.ev utpw 
p.e8epp.'YJV€VOJ.tEVOV elvat. Oe •lutv 
eryrytaTa 7T'W<; TaVT'I}V OE TOV 
:Oatptv "at flautA.elav 7roA.Xa 

7rpor; euep"feuCav Tov l€otvou f1£ov. 
14. np&hov J.tEV ryap 7rauuat Tfj<; a"A."A.'YJ"A.Ocpary£a<; 

1 7rpoKull.eiu8a& Dindorf : 7rpo11Kull.eiu8a&. 
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Helius, Crouus, and Rhea, and also the Zeus who is 
called Ammon by some, and besides these Hera and 
Hephaestus, also Hestia, and, finally, Hermes. 
Helius was the first king of the Egyptians, his name 
being the same as that of the heavenly star.1 Some 
of the priests, however, say that Hephaestus was 
their first king, since he was the discoverer of fire 
and received the rule because of this service to 
mankind; for once, when a tree on the mountains 
had been struck by lightning and the forest near by 
was ablaze, Hephaestus went up to it, for it was 
winter-time, and greatly enjoyed the heat; as the 
fire died down he kept adding fuel to it, and while 
keeping the fire going in this way he invited the 
rest of mankind to enjoy the advantage which 
came from it. Then Cronus became the ruler, and 
upon marrying his sister Rhea he begat Osiris and 
Isis, according to some writers of mythology, but, 
according to the majority, Zeus and Hera, whose 
high achievements gave them dominion over the 
entire universe. From these last were sprung five 
gods, one born on each of the five days which the 
Egyptians intercalate ; 2 the names of these children 
were Osiris and Isis, and also Typhon, Apollo, and 
Aphrodite ; and Osiris when translated is Dionysus, 
and Isis is more similar to Demeter than to any 
other goddess ; and after Osiris married Isis and 
succeeded to the kingship he did many things of 
service to the social life of man. 

14. Osiris was the first, they record, to make man-

1 That is, the sun. 
z The Egyptians used a ?alenda.r of twelve months of thirty 

days each, with five days mtercalated at the end of the year. 
Cp. chap. 50. 

47 



DIODORUS OF SICILY 

TO TWV lwBpwwwv "fEVO<;, evpOVUTJ<; p,ev "IutDO<; 
Tov Te Tau wupou Ti]<> tcptBi}<> tcapwov, cpuo-

' f' )f \ \ I \ "" j.tfVOV j.t€V W<;' €TVX€ tcaTa TTJV xwpav j.t€Ta T'YJ<;' 
aAA'YJ<;' /3onlv7]<;, 0/'fVOOVj.tfVOV De lJ7TO TWV avBpw-
7TWV, Tau De 'OuCptDo<; €wtvoTJuap,€vou tcat 
TOuTwv tcaTep'Yauiav TWV tcapwwv, p,eTa-
B€uBaL wavm<; DllL T€ Ti}<; 
cpvuew<; TWV evpeBEVTWV teal. Dta TO cpa£veuBat 
uup,rpf.pov vwapxetv awex€u0at Ti}<; tcaT' 

2 Wf.tOTTJTO<;'. p,apTvptov De cp€pouut Ti}<; evp€uew<; 
Twv elprudvwv tcapwwv To TYJpovp,evov wap' 
auTo'is- Jg apxa£wv vop,tp,ov· eTt 'Yap tca£ vuv 
tcaTa TOV Beptup,ov TOV<;' 7rpWTOU<;' ap,rJBEvTa<;' 
UTaxus- BevTa<; TOV<;' avBpw7rOU<;' IC07TTEUBat 7TATJ-
u£ov TOU Dpa"fp,aTO<;' tca£ avatcaA.e'iuBat, 
tcat TOllTO wpaTT€tV a7rOVEJ.LOVTa<; Tfj Beip 
TWV evpryp,evwv tcaTa TOV apxiJ<> T1J<;' evp€uew<; 

3 tcatpov. Trap' eviat<;' De TWV 7TOA€WV tcat TOt<; 
'I ' , " ' ,,.., ... A. ' (} uewt<; ev T[J 7rOJ.t7rTJ p,eTa TWV a"'"-wv 'f'epeu at 
tca£ .,.u()p,€vas- 7rvpwv tcat tcptBwv, awop,V1JJ.Laveup,a 
TWV Jg apxiJs- Tfj Beip rptAOTEXVW<;' evpeBEVTWV. 
Be'ivat DE cpaut tcat vop,ov<; .. Iutv, tcaB' oDs-
aA.A.1A.ot<; DtDovat TOV<;' avBpw7rOV<;' TO Utcatov tcal. 
Ti}<; a8€up,ov f3[a<; tcal i5(3pew<; wavuauBat Dta 

4 TOV awo Ti}<; Ttp,wp£as- rpof3ov· Dto tcat TOV<;' 
7raA.awvs- "EA.A.T}va<; Beup,ocpopov 
ovop,atetv, W<;' TWV vop,wv wpwTOV V'TT'O TaVT1J'> 
TeBetp,€vwv. 

15. K Tiuat Se cpaut To vs- wept TOV ''Outptv 
.,.6A.tv €v Tfj 97Jf3atSt Tfj tcaT' Ar'YvwTov f.tca-
Top,wvA.ov, etceivov<; p,ev E'TT'WVVJ.tOV 7T'Oti}uat Ti}<; 
P,TJTpos-, TOV<;' S€ j.tETaryeveuTepov<; ovop,atEtv 
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kind give up cannibalism; for after Isis had dis 
covered the fruit of both wheat and barley which 
grew wild over the land along with the other plants 
but was still unknown to man, and Osiris had also 
devised the cultivation of these fruits, all men 
were glad to change their food, both because of the 
pleasing nature of the newly-discovered grains and 
because it seemed to their advantage to refrain from 
their butchery of one another. As proof of the 
discovery of these fruits they offer the following 
ancient custom which they still observe: Even yet 
at harvest time the people make a dedication of 
the first heads of the grain to be cut, and standing 
beside the sheaf beat themselves and call upon lsis, 
by this act rendering honour to the goddess for the 
fruits which she discovered, at the season when she 
first did this. Moreover in some cities, during the 
Festival of Isis as well, stalks of wheat and barley 
are carried among the other objects in the proces-
sion, as a memorial of what the goddess so ingeniously 
discovered at the beginning. Isis also established 
laws, they say, in accordance with which the people 
regularly dispense justice to one another and are 
led to refrain through fear of punishment from 
illegal violence and insolence ; and it is for this reason 
also that the early Greeks gave Demeter the name 
Thesmophorus,1 acknowledging in this way that 
she had first established their laws. 

15. Osiris, they say, founded in the Egyptian 
Thebaid a city with a hundred gates, which the men 
of his day named after his mother, though later 
generations called it Diospolis,2 and some named it 

1 Law-giver. 2 City of Zeus. 
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2 7T'OAtV, €v£ou<; o€ o' 
ravT'TJ<; ov J.tovov 7rapa ro'ic;; 

CTU''f'Ypa1>€fjCTLV, a/1../l..a !Cat 7rap' avro'i<; ro£<; tcar' 
Arryv'TT'rov lepevCTt· 7T'o"ll.ll.oi 'Yap [qropovCTtv ovx 
lJ7TO TWV 7rept TOV "OCTtptv ICTtCTBijvat ra<; 
a/1.."/l..a iJCTrepov ET€0"tv V'TT'O 

\ ... \ \ I ' ,.. ) I I 7r€pt ou ra /Cara ev 
3 avarypao/Of.l€V. [opuCTaCTBat o€ Kat lepov TWV 

ryov€wv T€ /Cat rrj) re 
J.tE"fEBet Kat rfi ll.ot'TT'fi 7To/l..vre/l..e[q,, Kat vaovc;; 
XPVCTOV<; ovo Ato<;, TOV J.IEL/;ova roil oupav£ov, 
TOV o€ EAUTTOVa TOU fJe{JaCTtAEVKOTO<; Kat 

4 avrwv, OV 7LV€<; "AjtjtlilVa ICa/l..ovCTt. Kara-
CTIC€VaCTat o€ Kat TWV a"/1.."/l..wv Bewv rwv 7rpoetp1]jtE-

' ,.. ? t' I \ ' "' vwv XPVCTOV<;, wv e/CaCTT'fl TLJ.ta<; a'TT'OVELJ.tat 
Kat ICaraCTrijCTat rove;; [epe'ic;;. 7rpo-
TtJ.taCT8at o€ 7rapa rip 'Qq£pt0t /Cat rfi "ICTtOt TOV<; 
ra<; jtEBooevovra<; Tt TWV 

5 XP1JCT{ftlilV' 0L07r€p ev rfi ®7]{:3atot xaAICOVp"feiwv 
evpeB€vrwv !Cat XPVCTEiwv 07TAa T€ /CaTaUIC€Va-
(J"a(J"()at, Ot' WV Ttt ()1Jp£a Kat TlJV "fiJV 

1>t"ll.or[J.tlil<; rryv xwpav, 
a'Ya"ii.J.taTa re /Cat vaoV<; KaraUK€VaCTaCT8at 
rwv () ewv Ota'TT' pe7re'ic;;. 

6 reviuBat Kat 1>tAO"fEiilP"fOV TOV "Outptv, Kat 
rpa1>iJvat ftEV Tij<; eu8aijtOVO<; , ev N VU?J 
7T'A1JCT[ov Al'YV'TT'TOV, ovra 7T'a'ioa, /Cat rryv 
7rpourryop£av EX€LV 7rapa ro£<; "Eil."ii.7]ULV a'TT'o T€ 

rou !Cat rov ro'TT'ov Atovuuov ovof.lau-
7 ()ivm.1 J.tEJ.tviJuBat 8€ ri]c;; N /Cat rov 

1 ovo}laiT8evTa. Vogel: !LE'Tovo!LaiTBevTa F, Bekker, Dindorf. 
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Thebes. There is no agreement, however, as to 
when this city was founded, not only among the 
historians, but even among the priests of :Egypt 
themselves; for many writers say that Thebes was 
not founded by Osiris, but many years later by a 
certain king of whom we shall give a detailed account 
in connection with his period.l Osiris, they add, 
also built a temple to his parents, Zeus and Hera, 
which was famous both for its size and its costliness 
in general, and two golden chapels to Zeus, the 
larger one to him as god of heaven, the smaller one 
to him as former king and father of the :Egyptians, 
in which role he is called by some Ammon. He also 
made golden chapels for the rest of the gods men-
tioned above, allotting honours to each of them and 
appointing priests to have charge over these. Special 
esteem at the court of Osiris and Isis was also 
accorded to those who should invent any of the arts 
or devise any useful process ; consequently, since 
copper and gold mines had been discovered in the 
Thebaid, they fashioned implements with which they 
killed the wild beasts and worked the soil, and thus 
in eager rivalry brought the country under cultiva-
tion, and they made images of the gods and mag-
nificent golden chapels for their worship. 

Osiris, they say, was also interested in agriculture 
and was reared in Nysa, a city of Arabia Felix near 
:Egypt, being a son of Zeus ; and the name which 
he bears among the Greeks is derived both from 
his father and from the birthplace, since he is called 
Dionysus.2 Mention is also made of Nysa by the 

1 The founder was a certain Busiris, according to chap. 45. 
2 A far-fetched etymology : Dio- (from Dios, the genitive 

form of the nominative Zeus) and Nysus (Nysa). 
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€v {)JLVOtft, 5Tt 7rEpl A'tryv7t'TOV 
ryeryovev, ev X€-yet 

N UU'TJ, avOeov 
T1JXov uxeoov Alryv7TToto poawv. 

8 r \ <:-> > \ I () ,1,. \ > I EUpt!T'Y}V o aUTOV ryeveu at '!'aut ap,7T€AOU 
N vuav, /CaTEP"faulav TOV 

!Cap'TT'ov 7TpwTov ofvrp 
uauOat, 
7'€ cpuTelav !Cal xpf1utv TOV 
otvov /Cat avTOV 

9 Ttp,U,u0at o' tJ7T' avTOV p,aXtuTa 7TaVTWV TOV 
'Epp,ijv, Stacpoprp cpuuet "e'X,OP'YJ'Y1JP-evov 
, , <:- , , A, "\ ' ' E'Tf'tVOtaV TWV 0 UVaf'f!VWV W't' €1\.1}Uat TOV /COtvOV 

16. 'T'Tf'o ryd.p TovTov 'TT'pwTov p,€v Te 
otaXetcTov Otap0pw8ijvat tcat 1roXA.d. Twv 

, , " ' ' rl avwvvp,wv Tuxew T1JV TE evpeutv 
Twv rypap,p,aTwv ryeveuOat tca£ ,.a 1rep£ Twv 
Oewv /Cat Ovular; OtaTax8f1vat· 7TEpl TE 

>I I 1:: \ \ ,1,.{) I TWV auTpwv /Cat 7TEpt 7'1}'> TWV 'I' O'Y"fWV 
f' ' \ ,1,.' ,.. ,.. I () apf'OVta<; tcat TOVTOV 7TpWTOV "/EV€0' at 

'TT'apaT1JP1JT'ljv, tcat 7TaXa[uTpar; 
!Cal TTJ'> evpuOp,lar; tcat Tij<; 7TEpt 7'0 uwp,a 7TpE-
'Tf'OUU1J'> 'Tf'Aauew<; E7Ttp,eX7JOfJvat. Xupav TE vev-
piv'Y}V 'Tf'Otijuat Tplxopoov, p,tp,7Juap,evov Tar; /CaT' 
EvtaVTOV &par;· Tpe'ir; ryap avTOV U7TOun}uauOat 
A.{)' '1::' \ Q \ I I '1::' \ 'I' oryryov<;, o5 vv /Cat fJapuv tca' p,euov, o,. uv p,ev 
a7TO TOV Bepour;, OE cbo TOV X,Etf.J-WVO<;, 

2 p,euov OE a'Tf'o TOV tcat Tour; "EXX7Jvar; 
<:- <:- '1:: ' ' ' • , • ' .. otoa5at TOVTOV Ta 'TT'Ep£ 7'1JV EPf'1JVftav, V'TT'Ep wv 
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poet in his Hymns,I to the effect that it was in the 
vicinity of Egypt, when he says : 

There is a certain Nysa, mountain high, 
With forests thick, in Phoenice afar, 
Close to Aegyptus' streams. 

And the discovery of the vine, they say, was made 
by him near Nysa, and that, having further devised 
the proper treatment of its fruit, he was the first to 
drink wine and taught mankind at large the culture 
of the vine and the use of wine, as well as the way to 
harvest the grape and to store the wine. The one 
most highly honoured by him was Hermes, who was 
endowed with unusual ingenuity for devising things 
capable of improving the social life of man. 

16. It was by Hermes, for instance, according to 
them, that the common language of mankind was 
first further articulated, and that many objects which 
were still nameless received an appellation, that the 
alphabet was invented, and that ordinances regard-
ing the honours and offerings due to the gods were 
duly established; he was the first also to observe 
the orderly arrangement of the stars and the har-
mony of the musical sounds and their nature, to 
establish a wrestling school, and to give thought to 
the rhythmical movement of the human body and 
its proper development. He also made a lyre and 
gave it three strings, imitating the seasons of the 
year; for he adopted three tones, a high, a low, 
and a medium; the high from the summer, the low 
from the winter, and the medium from the spring. 
The Greeks also were taught by him how to expound 
(hermeneia) their thoughts, and it was for this reason 

1 Homeric Hymns I. 8-9. 
53 



DIODORUS OF SICILY 

'Epf.LfjV avTOV wvo;uiuBat. KaBoXov 
7T€pt TOV "Outptv TOVTOV lepo"fpaf.LJLaTea 
ct7TavT' a!nfjJ 7rpouavaKotvovuBat Kat JLaXt<rTa 
xpfju8at Tfj TO!lTOV <IVJLf3ovX£q.. Kat Tfjc; 

TO cpVTOV atJTOV eupe'iv, aXX' OVK 'ABrJVav, 
'' cpaut. 

17. Tov 8€ "Outptv xe'Yovuw, evep"fETtKov 
lJVTa Kat cptXooogov, uTpaTo7reOov f.LE"fa 
uBat, Otavoouf.Levov E7TeXBe'iv ct7Tauav olKOVf.LE-
V7JV Kat otoagat To Twv rivBprlm(J)V Te 

af.L7rEXov cpvTeLaV Kat TOV <T7ropov TOV T€ 

2 1rvp£vov Kat KptB£vov Kap7rov· l.l7ToXaJL/3avetv 
\ ) \ t1 I ""' ' ' \ , ryap avTov on TTJ'> a"fplOT7JTO<; Tour:; av-

Kat f.LETaXa/3e'iv 
'() I '1: \' \ \ I (} TtjL(J)V a avaT(J)V T€Vc,€Tat ota TO f.L€"f€ O<; 

evep"feuiar:;. 57rep Kat 'YeveuBat· ov f.Lovov ryap 
\ , , , \ , , ,.. 

TOV<; KaT TOV<; xpovovr:; 
o(J)pear:; a.xxa Kat 1ravTar:; f.LeTa 
TaVTa E7T£"f€VOf.Levovr:; ota ev 
Tpocpa'ir:; xaptTa TOV<; el<TTJ"f7J<Iaf.LEVOV<; e7rtcpave-

Beour:; TETlf.L7JICevat. 
3 Tov o' ouv "Outpiv cpaut Ta KaTa Ar"fV7TTOV 

Kat TWV oX(J)V ry"fEf.LOPLav 
"I o ' "'' ' ' <It t TTJ "fVPatKt 7rapaoovTa, TaVTTJ f.LEV 7rapa-
KamuTfjuat uuf.Lf3ovXov Tov 'Epf.Lfjv Otti TO 

TOVTOV Otacpepetv TWV aXX(J)V cp£t..(J)v, 
Kat cnpaTTJ"fOV f.LEV rL7TOXt7re'iv a7TUU7J<; Tfjr:; vcf>' 
avTOV 'HpaKXea "fEV€t T€ Kat 
8avJLasof.L€VOV E7r' avope£q. T€ Kat UWf.LaTo<; PWf.L!J, 
J "\ \ \'\ 'f: \ \ m I ' €7Tlf.L€"-7JTa<; 0€ Tac,at T(J)V f.L€V 7Tpo<; '¥0lVLK7JV 

KeKXtf.LEV(J)V f.LEpwv Kat Twv e1rt BaXaTT'(J To7r(J)v 
Bouutptv, TWV o€ KaTa AWto7Tiav Kat At/3U7JV 
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that be was given the name Hermes. In a word, 
Osiris, taking him for his priestly scribe, communi-
cated with him on every matter and used his counsel 
above that of all others. The olive tree also, they 
claim, was his discovery, not Athena's, as Greeks say. 

17. Of Osiris they say that, being of a beneficent 
turn of mind, and eager for glory, he gathered 
together a great army, with the intention of visiting 
all the inhabited earth and teaching the race of men 
bow to cultivate the vine and sow wheat and barley; 
for he supposed that if he made men give up their 
savagery and adopt a gentle manner of life he would 
receive immortal honours because of the magnitude 
of his benefactions. And this did in fact take place, 
since not only the men of his time who received this 
gift, but all succeeding generations as well, because 
of the delight which they take in the foods which 
were discovered, have honoured those who intro-
duced them as gods most illustrious. 

Now after Osiris had established the affairs of 
Egypt and turned the supreme power over to Isis 
his wife, they say that be placed Hermes at her 
side as counsellor because his prudence raised him 
above the king's other friends, and as general of 
all the land under his sway be left Heracles, who was 
both his kinsman and renowned for his valour and 
physical strength, while as governors he appointed 
Busiris over those parts of Egypt which lie towards 
Phoenicia and border upon the sea and Antaeus 
over those adjoining Ethiopia and Libya; then be 
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'Awratov, auTO V o' EK Tij<; Alryv7TTOV jl-€Tfl Tfj<; 
OVVaji-€W<; 7Tpo<; t:npaTe[av, €xovTa 
ji-€8' ahov Kat TOV aoel\cpov, &v oi "EI\A.ryve<; 

4 'A7ToA.A.wva KaA.ovaw. Kat TOVTOV 
cpaat ryw€a8at TOV cpuTOV n')<; oacpvry<;, Kat 
1T€ptn8f.aat TOVT(f> Tij> 8erjj ji-al\una 7TUVT€<; av-
8pw1TOl, TOV KtTTOV e!Jpecnv avan8€autv 
'Oa£ptot, Kat Ka8tepovutv avTOV TOunp Tij> Beij>, 

5 Ka8a1rep Kat oi "EA.A.ryve<; Awvvarp. Ka£ KaT a 
Alryv'TTTiwv fl-EV 1 otaA.eKTov ovo11-aseaBat cpaut 

TOV KlTTOV cpvTOV 'Ou{ptoo<;, 1TpOKeKp£uBat o€ Tfj<; 
Uf1-7TEAOV TOVTOV 7rpo<; acpt€pwaw Dta TO 
ji-EV cpvA.I\oppoetv, TOV !3€ 'TTtLVTa TOV xpovov 
aet8al\fj !3taji-EV€lV' lJ7Tep TOV<; 7Tal\atov<; Kat €cp' 
hepwv cpuTWV aet 8aA.A.oVTWV 7T€7T0£1]KEVat, TV 
fJ-EV 'AcppoUTv f1-Vpa£vryv, Tij> !3' 'A1roA.A.wvt 

OcLcpV?JV 7rpoua:'fravTa<;.2 
18. Tij> !3' ovv 'Ouiptot uuveuTpaTeua8at ovo 

A.eryouutv uiov<; "Avou(3£v Te Kat MaKei3om, ota-
cpepovm<; avi3pe£q,. Uji-cpOTepou<; !3€ XP1)uau8at TOt<; 
E'TTlU?JfJ-OTaTOt<; lJ'TTAOt<; U7TO TtVWV sr/>wv OVK avot-
Kelwv TV 1rept avTov<; evToA.fJ-{q,· Tov fJ-Ev ryap 
"Avov(3w 7Tept8f.a8at Kvvfjv, Tov /3€ MaKeDova 
AVKOV 1TpOTOji-1}v· acp' iJ<> alT{a<; Kat Ta sii>a TaVTa 

2 Ttfl-1J8fjvat 1rapa TOt<; Alryu'TTTiot<;. 1rapaA.a(3etv !3' 
€1rt uTpaTE[av Kat Tov IIava, !3wcpepovTw<; 
v1ro Twv Alryv1rT£wv TtfJ-WfJ-Evov· TovTrp ryap Tov<; 
€ryxwp£ov<; OV ji-OVOV aryaA.ji-aTa 7T€7TOl?JKEVat KaTa 
7TtlV iepov, aA.A.a Kat 'TTOAlV E'TTWVVfJ-OV KaTa 
®ry(3atoa, KaA.ovf1-EV7JV 11-'Ev v1ro Twv €ryxwp£wv 
XefJ-fJ-W, fl-€8epf1-7JV€VDf1-EV?JV !3€ IIavo<; 'TTol\tv. uuv-

1 ,..h Bekker, Vogel: omitted C F, Dindorf. 

BOOK I. 17. 3-18. z 

himself left Egypt with his army to make his cam-
paign, taking in his company also his brother, whom 
the Greeks call Apollo. And it was Apollo, they 
say, who discovered the laurel, a garland of which 
all men place about the head of this god above 
all others. The discovery of ivy is also attributed 
to Osiris by the Egyptians and made sacred to this 
god, just as the Greeks also do in the case ofDionysus. 
And in the Egyptian language, they say, the ivy is 
called the " plant of Osiris " and for purposes of 
dedication is preferred to the vine, since the latter 
sheds its leaves while the former ever remains 
green; the same rule, moreover, the ancients have 
followed in the case of other plants also which are 
perennially green, ascribing, for instance, the myrtle 
to Aphrodite and the laurel to Apollo. 

18. Now Osiris was accompanied on his campaign, 
as the Egyptian account goes, by his two sons 
Anubis and Macedon, who were distinguished for 
their valour. Both of them carried the most notable 
accoutrements of war, taken from certain animals 
whose character was not unlike the boldness of the 
men, Anubis wearing a dog's skin and Macedon 
the fore-parts of a wolf; and it is for this reason 
that these animals are held in honour among the 
Egyptians. He also took Pan along on his campaign, 
who is held in special honour by the Egyptians ; for 
the inhabitants of the land have not only set up 
statues of him at every temple but have also named 
a city after him in the Thebaid, called by the natives 
Chemmo, which when translated means City of Pan.1 

1 The god Min, being ithyphallic, was usually identified 
by the Greeks with Pan; cp. Herodotus, 2. 46. 

I 'Tjj a· 'A9'1vij .,-hv ili.<J.i<J.V added F, Bekker, Dindorf. 
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Se Kat Tfjr; ryEroprylar; EfL7rEtplav 

Tfj<; p.ev 7rEpl ap.7rEAOV cpu'TELM Maprova, 'TOV 
Se KaTa Tov u'iTov u1ropov Kat Tfjr; o'A7J<; uvryKo-

3 p.tSfjr; Tpt7rTOAEfLOV. 'TrcLV'TOJV S' euTpe7rroV rye-
' \ "0 > 1: I () () I VOf.LEVOJV 'TOV Utptu, EVr,afLEVOV 'TO£<; EO£<; pEyEtV 

' , I "' ' A" ' I ,,.., ' 'T1JV KOfL1JV fLEXP£ av E£<; tryV7r'TOV auaKap.y 'fl• 'T1]V 
I () '1' , A'() I '1' ' " , , 7ropetav 7ratetu at ot t £07rtar;• ot 'l'JV atnav 

I ,.. I I ' "' \ \ 
;rov ver:'TEprov ,Eutux!'uat 

T'l'J<; KOfL'l'J<; vop.tp.ov 1rap Atryv7rT£Otr;, Kat Tour; 

7r0£0VfLEVOV<; 'Ttt<; a7ro87]p.iar; fLEXP£ Tfj<; elr; olKoV 

auaKop.t8fjr; KOf.LO'TpOcpEtV. 
4 "Ovn S' auTip 7repl Al()w7rlav ax()fiva£ 

1 \ I \ \ '"' '111i1:' / I rl 
'AEryouut 7rpor; avTov TO TOJV ,;.,aTVp(J)v ryEvor;, our; 
,1,. 1 \ ,., I ,1.. I J1 I 't l 
't'aUtV E'Tr£ 'T'l'J<; OU't'UO<; exetv Kop.a<;. Etva£ ryap 

\ "0 ,., ... I I \ I 'TOV utptu 't'£"'0"/EAOJ'TU 'TE Kat xatpOVTa f.LOVUtK'[I , , , , e ... 
Ka£ xopot<;• OtO Ka£ 7rEptaryEU a£ 'lrl\.7] O<; f.LOV-

, t () 1 > I '1' I uovpyrov, EV o <; 1rap EVOV<; EVVEa ovvap.Eva<; lfOEtv 
Kat KaTtt Ttt a'A.'Aa 7rE7rat8Eup.evar;, 'Ttt<; 1rapa 

TOt:<; "E'AA1]UtV 'TOVTOJV f) 
' () ' 'A I ... ... I , ,.,. .. ' 1J"fE£U a£ 'TOV 'TrOAI\.(J)Va "'E"'fOVUtV, a't' OV Kat ' ,, , '() , 5 Mouu7]ryE'T'1]V auTov rovop.au at. 'TOV<; TE ,;.,a'Tvpour; 

\ " \ '1'' I " 7rpor; opxrJutv Kat p.e'Arpotav Kat 7rauav aveutv 
Ka/, 'TratStav OV'Ta<; evOeTOV<; 7rapa'A'1}rp()fjvat 7rpo<; 

\ I ' "\. ' 1' ' ''0 T1JV U'Tpa'Tetau• OV ryap 'TrOI\.Ef.LtKOJI E£Va£ 'TO V Utptv 
'1: I () \ '1'' <' OUOE 7rapaTasEt<; UVV£U'TO.U at Kat KtVOVVOV<;, aTE 

'TraVTO<; W<; ()Eov arroSexop.evou Sta 'Ttt<; 
' I \ '1' \ \ A'() I '1' '1' , 1: 6 evEpryEuta<;. KaTa oE 'T'l'JV £ to7rtav otoa5avTa 

\ > () ' \ \ \ I \ I"\ 'TOU<; au p(J)7rOV<; Ta 7rEpt 'T'l'JV rye(J)prytaV Ka£ 'lrOI\.E£<; 
, 1: ' ' ... \ , ... astOAO"/OV<; KTtUavTa Ka'Tal\.£'1rE£V 'TOV<; E'Trtf.LEI\.'I'}UO• 

I I \ ,/.,I 1: I 
fLEVOV<; T'l'J<; xropa<; Kat 't'opou<; 7rpasOfLEVOV<;. 

19. Tot.ITrov S' ovTrov 7repl Taii'Ta, Tov Net:A.ov 
l \ "' I Jl I "\. I 

rf>aut Ka'Ta T7JV TOV uetptov auTpov e7rtTOI\.7]V, 

ss 
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In his company were also men who were experienced 
in agriculture, such as Maron in the cultivation of 
the vine, and Triptolemus in the sowing of grain 
and in every step in the harvesting of it. And when 
all his preparations had been completed Osiris made 
a vow to the gods that he would let his hair grow 
until his return to Egypt and then made his way 
through Ethiopia; and this is the reason why this 
custom with regard to their hair was observed 
among the Egyptians until recent times, and why 
those who journeyed abroad let their hair grow 
until their return home. 

While he was in Ethiopia, their account continues, 
the Satyr people were brought to him, who, they 
say, have hair upon their loins. For Osiris was 
laughter-loving and fond of music and the dance; 
consequently he took with him a multitude of 
musicians, among whom were nine maidens who 
could sing and were trained in the other arts, these 
maidens being those who among the Greeks are 
called the Muses; and their leader (hegetes), as the 
account goes, was Apollo, who was for that reason 
also given the name Musegetes. As for the Satyrs, 
they were taken along on the campaign because they 
were proficient in dancing and singing and every 
kind of relaxation and pastime ; for Osiris was not 
warlike, nor did he have to organize pitched battles 
or engagements, since every people received him as 
a god because of his benefactions. In Ethiopia he 
instructed the inhabitants in agriculture and founded 
some notable cities, and then left behind him men 
to govern the country and collect the tribute. 

19. While Osiris and his army were thus employed, 
the Nile, they say, at the time of the rising of Sirius, 
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Jv rf tcatpfjJ J.ULAUTTa erw&e 7TA7Jpovcr0at, 
tcaTatcAucriu Try<; Al'Yv7TTov, tcat J.ULAtcrTa 
TovTo To e7TeABe'iv oil IIpopn8evr; eixe 
E7TljLE'AEtav· Otacp8apEVTWV crxeoov U7TCLVT(J)V 

' I ' I ' II B' <:-' T(J)V tcaTa TaVT'T]V T'T]V xwpav TOV fOJL'T] ea Ota 
At17T7JV tcwovveuetv EtcAL7TEtV TOV /3wv €tcovcr£wc;. 

2 ota oe Kat f3£av TOV tcaT-
evexBf.vTO<; peupaTO<; TOV JLEV 7TOTapov , AeTOV 
OVOJlacrBijvat, TOV o' 'HpatcAEa, fLE"faAe7T£j3oAOV 
8vTa Kat avDpe£av JtYJAWKOTa, TO T€ "fEVO-
JLEVOV EKPTJ'YJLa mxew<; tcat TOV 7TOTapov 

3 E7Tt pucrtv a7TOcr7pe'frat. OtO 
Kat Twv 7Tap' '' EAArJcrt 7TOtrJTWV Ttva<; elc; pvBov 
a'Ya'Ye'iv TO 7TpaxB€v, W'; 'HpaKAEOV<; TOV a€TOV 
avyprJKOTO<; TOV TO TOV IIpopry8ew<; €cr8£ovTa. 

4 TOV OE 7T07apov apxatoTaTOV JLEV 8voJla crxe'iv 
'ilKEUVT)V, or; Jcrnv EAAT)VtcrTt 'D.tceavor;• E7TEtTa 
.., ' ' I " , A. 'A ' , ota TO "f€VOJLEVOV EKPTJ'YJLa 't'acrtv ETOV OVOJLacr-
Bijvat, ilcrTepov o' Ar"fV7TTOV Ct7TO TOV /3acrtAEU-
cravTO'; Tij<; xwpa<; 7Tpocra"fopw8ijvat• papTvpe'iv 
S€ tcal Tov AE"fovm 

crTijcra o' Jv Al"fV7TTf{' 7TOTapfjJ vf.ar; CtJ1cpte-
)..£crcra<;. 

tcaTCt ryap tcaAOVJLEVYJV E>wvtv ep/3aAAOVTO<; 
elr; 8aAaTTaV TOV 7TOTapov, TOVTOV TOV T07TOV 
ep7roptov elvat To ?TaAatov Tijr; Al"fV7TTov· TeAev-
m£a<; of. Tvxe'iv ai!Tov vvv ifxet 7rpocrrJ"fDp£ar; 
a?TO TOV f3acrtAeucravTo<; NetAEw<;. 

5 Tov o' ovv "Ocrtptv 7Tapa"f€VOJLEVOV E7Tt TOU'; 
Tij<; Al8to7T£ar; opovr; TOV 7TOTafLOV apcpo7€pwv 
TWV pepwv xwpacrtv avaAa/3e'iv, W(J"TE tcaTa 
6o 
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which is the season when the river is usually at flood, 
breaking out of its banks inundated a large section 
of Egypt and covered especially that part where 
Prometheus was governor; and since practically 
everything in this district was destroyed, Prometheus 
was so grieved that he was on the point of quitting 
life wilfully. Because its water sweeps down so 
swiftly and with such violence the river was given 
the name Aetus; 1 but Heracles, being ever intent 
upon great enterprises and eager for the reputation 
of a manly spirit, speedily stopped the flood at its 
breach and turned the river back into its former 
course. Consequently certain of the Greek poets 
worked the incident into a myth, to the effect that 
Heracles had killed the eagle which was devouring 
the liver of Prometheus. The river in the earliest 
period bore the name Oceane, which in Greek is 
Oceanus; then because of this flood, they say, it 
was called Aetus, and still later it was known as 
Aegyptus after a former king of the land. And the 
poet also adds his testimony to this when he 
writes : 2 

On the river Aegyptus my curved ships I stayed. 

For it is at Thonis, as it is called, which in early 
times was the trading-port of Egypt, that the 
river empties into the sea. Its last name and that 
which the river now bears it received from the former 
king Nileus. 

Now when Osiris arrived at the borders of Ethiopia, 
he curbed the river by dikes on both banks, so that 

1 Eagle. 
1 Odyssey 14. 258, 
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avTOV xwpav 7rapa 
\ A, I '" "\ \ o;:, I I 

TO uvp..,.,epov, a"'"'" ota Twrov KaTea'Kevaup.evrov 
Ovpfi>v elua<!JteuOat To pevp.a 7Tparor; KafJ' oqov 
"" ,.% I , I (} ' \ I 

6 av [1 xpeta. €7T€£Ta 7T0£7]a'aa' at TT)V 7T0p€tav 
ot' 'Apa{3tar; 7Tapa 'Epv0pf1v OaXaTTav eror; 

7 'Ivofi>v Tov 7repaTor; Tijr; olKOVJtEVYJ<;. KTtuat 
o€ 7TOA€t<; OVK oAt·yar; €v €v air; Kal. 
Nvuav ovop.auat, {3ouXop.EVOV 
fKelvYJ<; Kafl' eTpa<fJ'TJ KaT' A£ryv7TTOV. <fJvTf!V(]'a£ 
o€ Kal. Kt'TTOV €v Tj} 7Tap' N Va''[J, Kal. Ota-

1 ,.. \ ,.k \ ' ' I I ,.. ' J.l.f!Vfi£V TOVTO TO 't'VTOV f!V f!K€£Vtp J.l.OVlp Tlp T07Tlp 
TO)V Tfi KaTa Kal. op.opov xwpav. 

B 7TOXXa o€ Kal. dXA.a Tij<; €avTOV 7Tapovq£ar; 
U7TOAEA0£7TEVat KaT' fKElV'I]V xwpav, ot' wv 
7TpoaxOevTar; Tovr; p.eTaryeveuTepovr; Tow 'lvofi>v 
ap.<fJta'f)'T]Tija'at TOV Oeov, XeryovTa<; 'Ivoov elvat 
To ryevor;. 

20 r I (} "'\ \ \ \ '" ,/.. J , EV€(]' at 0€ Kat 7T€p£ TYJV TWV f!I\-E't'aVTaJV 
Kal. 7TavTaxov KaTaXt7Te'iv 1 Tijr; 

lUar; UTpaTetar;. f7TeXOe'iv o€ Kal. TaXXa Ta 
KaTa 'Autav Kal. 7Tepatro0ijvat KaTa 

2 TOV elr; Evpw7T7JV. /Cat KaTa 
p.ev AvKovpryov Tov {3autXea Tfi>v 
f)ap{3aprov JvaVT£0VJ.l.EVOV v7r' avTOV 7rpaT-
TOJ.l.EVOt<; Maprova oe ry1]patov 1/o'TJ 
KafJea'TOJTa KaTaXt7re'iv Trov €v TaVT'{J 
Tj} xwpq, <fJVTEVOJ.l.EVaJV, ICTf.UT'YJV avTOV 7TOtija'a£ 
Tijr; f7TWVVJ.l.OV 7TOA-EaJ<;, ovop.auat Mapwvf!tav. 

3 /Cat MaKEOOJJa TOV vi"Ov a7TOAt.7T€LV {3aa'tAEa 
Tijr; a7T' 7rpouaryopev0ef.a''T]<; Ma!Cf!OovLar;, 
T ... I ..,, ' '·'· ' ' ' 'A ' pt7TTO"'€J.l.lp o 1!7TtTp€ 'I' at Ta<; ICaTa T'YJV TTlK'YJV 
ryeropry£ar;. TEAO<; o€ T'Ov "Outpw 7Tauav 
6.2 
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at ftood-time it might not form stagnant pools over 
the land to its detriment, but that the ftood-water 
might be let upon the countryside, in a gentle flow 
as it might be needed, through gates which he had 
built. After this he continued his march through 
Arabia along the shore of the Red Sea 1 as far as 
India and the limits of the inhabited world. He also 
founded not a few cities in India, one of which he 
named Nysa, wishing to leave there a memorial of 
that city in Egypt where he had been reared. He 
also planted ivy in the Indian Nysa, and throughout 
India and those countries which border upon it the 
plant to this day is still to be found only in this 
region. And many other signs of his stay he left 
in that country, which have led the Indians of a later 
time to lay claim to the god and say that he was by 
birth a native of India. 

20. Osiris also took an interest in hunting elephants, 
and everywhere left behind him inscribed pillars tell-
ing of his campaign. And he visited all the other 
nations of Asia as well and crossed into Europe at 
the Hellespont. ·In Thrace he slew Lycurgus, the 
king of the barbarians, who opposed his undertak-
ings, and Maron, who was now old, he left there to 
supervise the culture of the plants which he intro-
duced into that land and caused him to found a city 
to bear his name, which he called Maroneia. Mace-
don his son, moreover, he left as king of Macedonia, 
which was named after him, while to Triptolemus he 
assigned the care of agriculture in Attica. Finally, 
Osiris in this way visited all the inhabited world and 

1 Not the present Red Sea, but the Persian Gulf and the 
Indian Ocean. 

1 1TavTaxoiJ Vulgate, Bekker, Dindorf. 
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breA.BovTa Tov Kotvov fJ£ov Tot<; 
4 pwTlLTOt<; Kap7rot<; etJepryeTijuat. EL 0E Tt<; xwpa 

TO cpuTOV Tij<; 1-'h 7rpouD€xotTO, 
TO €tc Tij<; Kpt8ij-; KaTauKeval;op,evov 1rop,a, A.emo-
p,evov ov 71"0AV Tij<; 7r€pl TOV olvov evwoia<; T€ Kal 

5 ovvap-ew<;. e7raveA.8ovTa o' eL<; TTJV Atryu71"TOV 
UVVa'TrOKOJ.L[Uat Owpa T€ 7raVTaxo8ev Ttt KpaTtUTa 
Kal Dta TO JLE"f€8o-; TWV evepryeutWV UVP,7r€cpWVTJ-

A_a{JetV 1rapa 71"CtU£ a8avau£av Kal Thv 
6 LUTJV TOt<; ovpaviot<; Tlfl-1lV· p,eTa Se Taih' 

av8 pw7rWV eL<; 8€oV<; P,€TUUTaVTa TVX€tV imo 
"IutOO<; Kal 'Epp,ou BvutWV Kal TWV aA.A.wv TWV 
e7rtcpaveuT£tTWV Ttf.LWV. TOVTOU<; oe Kal T€A€Ttt<; 

Kal 1roA.A.a p,vunKw<; 
p,eryaA.vvovTa<; Tov Beau Thv Svvap,tv. 

21. Twv o' iep€wv 7r€pl Tij<; 'OuiptOO<; T€A€VTij<; 
'1:: ' I ' ' I "'\. ,J.. f "" es apxatwv ev a7ropp7JTOt<; 7rapet"'1J't'oTwv, Tft' 
xpovrp 'TrOTe uvv€fJry Otci TtVWV el<; TOV<; 71"0AAOU<; 
'1: , , , , , 

2 Er,; €VEX 1]Vat TO UtW7rWP,€VOV. 't'aUt ryap VOfL£fLW'; 
fJautA.evovTa Tij-; Alryv71"Tov Tov "Outpw v1ro 
Tvcpwvo<; avatpe8ijvat TaSeA.cpou, fJtaiov Kat 
auefJou<; liVTo<;• 3v SteAOVTa TO u(;>JLa 'TOU cpoveu-
(} , , ''I: , , , e €VTO<; H<; €s Kat €tKOUt J.L€p1] OOUVa£ 'TWV UVV€71"t €· 

JLEV(JJV eKauTrp p,ep[Sa, fJouA.oJLevov 1ravTa-; fLETau-
xe'iv TOU p.uuovr;, Kal Sta TOUTOV 1 VOftLSOV'Ta 
uuvarywvtura-; Kat cpuAaKa<; rfi> fJautA.eta-; 

3 fJefJa£ou<;. Try V Se Iutv ovuav 'Oaipt-
So-; Kal ryuvatKa fLETeA.Be'iv Tov cpovov, uuvarywvt-
l;ot-t€vou TOU 'TratOO<; avrfj-; "f!pou, aveA.ouuav Se 
Tcw Tucf>wva Kat Tau-; fJautA.euucH 

4 Tfj-; Alryv1rTou. ryev€u8at Se TrJV p,axTJv 1rapa 
1 -rovTov Vogel: -roii-ro Vulgate, Bekker, Dindorf. 
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advanced community life by the introduction of the 
fruits which are most easily cultivated. And if any 
country did not admit of the growing of the vine 
he introduced the drink prepared from barley,! which 
is little inferior to wine in aroma and in strength. 
On his return to Egypt he brought with him the 
very greatest presents from every quarter and by 
reason of the magnitude of his benefactions received 
the gift of immortality with the approval of all 
men and honour equal to that offered to the gods of 
heaven. After this he passed from the midst of men 
into the company of the gods and received from 
Isis and Bermes sacrifices and every other highest 
honour. These also instituted rites for him and 
introduced many things of a mystic nature, magni-
fying in this way the power of the god. 

21. Although the priests of Osiris had from the 
earliest times received the account of his death as a 
matter not to be divulged, in the course of years it 
came about that through some of their number this 
hidden knowledge was published to the many. This 
is the story as they give it: When Osiris was ruling 
over Egypt as its lawful king, he was murdered by 
his brother Typhon, a violent and impious man; 
Typhon then divided the body of the slain man into 
twenty-six pieces and gave one portion to each of 
the band of murderers, since he wanted all of them 
to share in the pollution and felt that in this way 
he would have in them steadfast supporters and 
defenders of his rule. But Isis, the sister and wife 
of Osiris, avenged his murder with the aid of her 
son Horus, and after slaying Typhon and his accom-
plices became queen over Egypt. The struggle 

1 The Egyptian beer, called below zythos (chap. 34). 
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TOV 1romp.ov 7rA.'T}criov Tij<; vvv 'AvTaiov 1ui>p.'TJ'> 
ICaA.ovp.EV'TJ'>• 1Ce£crfJat p.ev AoE"fOVcrtv ev Tfj> ICaTtt 

• Apafliav p.epet, 7rpOCT'TJ"fOpiav S' 
a7rO TOV ICOAacrfJevTo<; ucp' 'HpaiCA.eov<; 'AvTaLOV, 

1$ TOV KaTtt 'OcriptOo<; "f€Vop.evov. 
S' ovv ·rcrtv 7ravTa Ttt JLEP'TJ TOV croop.aTO<; 
TWV alSolwv aV€Up€'iv· flovA.op.ev'I]V S€ niv-
t' ' "'\ "t' ' ' ' ' opo<; Ta'f''TJV ao'TJ"'OV 7rOL'TJCTat /Cat TLJLWJL€V'TJV 7rapa 
1racrt To£<; At'Yv7rTov crvvT£"Aecrat 
To Totcj)oe Ttvt Tpfmrp. eiCacrTrp Twv p.€pwv 
7r€pt7rA.aua£ AoE"fOVULV TV7rOV civfJpw7rO€tOij, 

, ·o ' ' ' e '1: • ' 7rapa7rA.'I]UtoV crtptot TO p.€"f€ o<;, Ec; apwp.aTWV 
6 Kat IC'TJpov· £lcr1CaA.€crap.eV·IJV o€ ICaTfL "fEV'TJ TWV 

' ' '1: ' ' t' ' " ' ' t€p€WV €c;Op1CtUat 7raVTa<; JL'TJO€V£ O'TJ"'WU€£V T'TJV 
t' e , , , • 't'' t-• , , 
00 'T}UOJLEV'TJV aVTOt<; 7r£UTtV, ICaT totaV 0 EICaUTOt<; 
£l7re'iv gT£ p.ovot<; EK£ivot<; 7rapaTifJ£Tat TOV 

1 ..1.. I \ ,.. ' ""' r I UWJLaTO<; Ta't''TJV, ICa£ TWV €U€p"f€U£(J)V V7rOJLV'TJCTa-
' e '·'· • 't'' , uav 7rapa1CaA.£uat a., avTa<; €V Tot<; £oLOt<; To7rot<; 

TO uwp.a np.av w<; fJeov TOV "Outptv, 1Ca8tepwuat 
o€ /Cat TWV rytvop.evwv 7rap' avTo'i<; (mo'iov 

flovA.'I]fJwut, /Cat TOUT' ev JLEV Tfj> np.av, 
(J ' ' ' ' "0 ' t-' ' ICa a7r€p ICa£ 7rpOT€pOV TOV Utptv, JLETa OE T'TJV 

\ ,.. t I ) I I ) f: "' 
T€Ao€VT'TJV T'TJ'> OfLO£a<; EICEIVffJ IC'TJO€ta<; ac;tOVV, 

7 flovA.op.EV'TJV OE '"JcrtV /Cat Tfj> AoVU£T€A.e£ 
7rpoTpe'[rau8at TOV<> iep£'i<> e1rl TfL'> 7rpo€tp'TJ-

' 1 \ I f ,... I , ""' JL€Va<; np.a<;, TO TP£TOV p.epo<; T'YJ'> xwpa<; auTO£<; 
, ' - e ' ' oovvat 1rpo<; Ta<; TWV €WV €pa7re£a<; T6 ICa£ 

8 A.€tTOVp"fia<;. TOU<; S' iep££<; A.e"f£Tat, JLV'TJJLO-
v£vovTa<; TWV 'OulptOo<; £v€p"feutwv Tfj 7rapa-

l Antaeus was a. gia.nt of Libya., the son of Poseidon 
a.nd Ea.rth, who was sla.in by Hera.cles (cp. 4. 17. 4). 
According to one version of the story he received strength 
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between them took place on the banks of the Nile 
near the village now known as Antaeus, which, they 
say, lies on the Arabian side of the river and derives 
its name from that Antaeus,l a contemporary of 
Osiris, who was punished by Heracle.11. Now Isis re-
covered all the pieces of the body except the privates, 
and wishing that the burial-place of her husband 
should remain secret and yet be honoured by all the 
inhabitants of Egypt, she fulfilled her purpose in 
somewhat the following manner. Over each piece 
of the body, as the account goes, she fashioned out 
of spices and wax a human figure about the size of 
Osiris ; then summoning the priests group by group, 
she required of all of them an oath that they would 
reveal to no one the trust which she was going to 
confide to them, and taking each group of them 
apart privately she said that she was consigning to 
them alone the burial of the body, and after remind-
ing them of the benefactions of Osiris she exhorted 
them to bury his body in their own district and pay 
honours to him as to a god, and to consecrate to 
him also some one that they might choose of the 
animals native to their district, pay it while living 
the honours which they had formerly rendered to 
Osiris, and upon its death accord it the same 
kind of funeral as they had given to him. And since 
Isis wished to induce the priests to render these 
honours by the incentive of their own profit also, 
she gave them the third part ofthe country to defray 
the cost of the worship and service of the gods. 
And the priests, it is said, being mindful of the 
benefactions of Osiris and eager to please the queen 

whenever he touched his mother Earth a.nd Heracles over· 
ca.me hinl only by holding him in the air. 
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/Ca)\.oucrv fJov)\.op.evov<; xap£1;eu0at, 7Tp0<; Se TOO-
TOt<; Tfi> )\.vutTE:)\.61: 7rpo")I.TJ0evTa<;, 7TaVTa 

9 l€aT?i. "IcrtSo<; Sto p.eXPt TOV 
vvv el€auTov<; Trov lepewv v7ToAap.fJav6tv 7Tap' . e I , "o ' I 't:: , eavTot<; T6 a'f' at Tov utptv, !€at Ta T6 e.., apx'YJ<; 
"aBt6pwOevTa t;.pa Ttp.av, T6)\.evT'T}uavTwv 
aVTOOV f.v Tat<; Taq,a'is avaveovuOat TO TOV 'OuiptSo<; 

10 7TeJ•0o<;. Tov<; Se Tavpov<; Tov<; i6pov<;, Tov T6 
ovop.af;op.6VOV • A7TtV TOV Mv6VtV, 'OulptSt 
ICaOtepwOijvat, TOVTOV<; ue{36u0at "a0a7Tep 
Oeov<; "otvfi KamS6txBijvat 7Tauw Alryv7TTiot<;' 

11 TaVTa ryap Ta t;.pa TOt<; evpovcrt TOV TOV ULTOV 
Kap7Tav uvvepryijuat p.a"AtuTa 7rpo<; Te Tov 
CT7Topov T?i.<; teotv?i.<; a7TUVTWV El€ Tij<; ryewpryia<; 
rocf>eX6{a<;. 

22. Se •rutv cf>aut p.6Ta 'OcriptSo<; 
op.ocrat p.'T}SevO<; avSpo<; fT£ crvvovuiav 

StaTe)\.euat Se Tav )l.m7Tov Tov 
fJ{ov XPOVOV {3aut)\.6UOUUUV vop.tp.wTaTa Tat<; 
el<; TOV<; apxop.€vov<; evepryecriat<; li7TaVTa<; V7TEp-

2 fJa)I.A.op.ev'T}V. op.o{w<; Se TaVT'IJV p.eTaUTuuav 
'l:: , e I ·e I , ec;; av pw7TWV TVXetv a avaTwv np.wv teat Ta'f''Y}Va£ 

' ' M' A. " "' I I teaTa TTJV ep.'f'tV, 07TOV OE£/€VVTat p.ex,pt TOU VVV 
0 CT'T}teO<;, v7Tapxwv f.v Tfi> Tep.€vet TOV HcpaLUTOV. 

3 fV£0£ S€ cf>acrtv OV/€ f.v M€p.cpet 1€e'iu0at Ta uwp.aTa 
TOVTWV TOOV Oerov, a)\.)1.' TOOV lJpwv Tij<; AlOI07TLa<; 

Tij<; Alryv7TTov l€aT?i. f.v Tfi> Ne£)1.p vijuov, 
teetp.evrJV p.ev 7rpo<; Tat<; tea)\.ovp.€vat<; <I>i"Aat<;, 

1 Hertlein : 

1 Cp. chaps. 84 f. 
a Though the island of Philae, once " the pearl of Egypt," 

was a sacred place of early Egypt, the beautiful temples which 
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who was petitioning them, and incited as well by 
their own profit, did everything just as Isis had 
suggested. It is for this reason that even to this 
day each group of priests supposes that Osiris lies 
buried in their district, pays honours to the animals 
which were originally consecrated to him, and, 
when these die, renews in the funeral rites for them 
the mourning for Osiris. The consecration to Osiris, 
however, of the sacred bulls, which are given the 
names Apis and Mnevis,l and the worship of them 
as gods were introduced generally among all the 
Egyptians, since these animals had, more than any 
others, rendered aid to those who discovered the 
fruit of the grain, in connection with both the sow-
ing of the seed and with every agricultural labour 
from which mankind profits. 

22. Isis, they say, after the death of Osiris took 
a vow never to matTy another man, and passed the 
remainder of her life reigning over the land with 
complete respect for the law and surpassing all 
sovereigns in benefactions to her subjects. And like 
her husband she also, when she passed from among 
men, received immortal honours and was buried near 
Memphis, where her shrine is pointed out to this day 
in the temple-area of Hephaestus. According to 
some writers, however, the bodies of these two gods 
rest, not in Memphis, but on the border between 
Egypt and Ethiopia, on the island in the Nile which 
lies near the city which is called Philae,2 but is 

have made it so famous were constructions of the Ptolemies of 
the last two centuries B.o. and of the Roman emperors of the 
first three Christian centuries. Since the height of the Aswan 
dam has been increased the temples are completely submerged 
except during July-October. 
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'll"pOCT'T}"fOptall a7ro TOV o-vp,flef]'T}KOTO<; 
4 iepov 7reOiov. CT'YJp,€'ia oe TOtJTOV 0€UCliVOVCTtll Ell 

TV TaUT'{} Otap,eliOliTa TOll Te Tlt1>oll Toll 
KaTeo-ICevatTp,elloll 'Oo-iptot, ICOtllfj np,oop,elloll v1ro 
TWll /CaT' Al"fV'li"TOll iepewll, Kat Ttl<; 1repl TOVTOll 

' tt:, \ , , , 
5 /CElfJ-Ella<; TJKOliTa xoar;• TauT a<; 

'Yap "aB' e/CaCTT'TJll 'YaXaiCTor; wX'T}povll 
Tovr; 1rpor; TovTotr; TaxBeVTar; iepe'ir;, "al. Oprwe'ill 

6 UllaKaXovpeliOV<; Ttl TWll Oewll ovop,aTa. Ota Tatl-
T'T}ll OE alTLall /Cal llfjO"Oll TaVT'T}ll /lflaTOll 
elllat Tot<; wapwvo-t.1 ICal. 7rtLliTa<; TOV<; 
f8J'Y]f]atoa /CaTOtKOVliTa<;, EO"Ttll apxatOTtLT'YJ 
Tfjr; Al'Yv7rTov, p,e"ftCTToll lJp!Coll "Ptlletv, lJTall 
Toll Toll Ell ci>lXatr; Kelp,ellov op,oav. 

Ta OVll allevpeBeliTa TOV p,ep'T} 
Ta1>fjr; 1>aat TOll elp'Y]p,evoll TpO'li"Oll, TO 

oe alootOll V7r0 }J-Ell TvcpWliO<; elr; TOll 'li"OTap,ov 
ptcpfjllat Xe'Yovat 2 s,a, To p,TJOella TWll avliEP'YTJ-
aaliTWll aUTO Xafle'ill f1ovX'T}8ijllat, V7r0 OE Tij<; "la tOO<; 
OVOEll TWll ll>..Xwll TtP,Wll lo-oOewll· 
ell TE "ftlp TOt<; tepot<; efow"Aoll aVTOV KaTaO"ICEVaCTa-

' ' , "' ' ' aall np,all /CaTaoet5 at KaTa Ta<; TE/\.ETa<; 

Tar; Ovaiar; Tar; Tfj> Oefi> TOVT'f> "flllop,evar; EliTtfJ-OTa-
Toll /Cal 7rAEiCTTOV aeflao-p,ov TV"fXtLVEtll. 

7 oto "al. Tovr;''EXXTJllar;, Al'YvwTov 7rapetXTJcf>oTar; 
Ta 1repl. Tour; op"ftaap,ovr; Kal. Tar; 
eopTa<;, T£P,Ull TOVTO TO p,optoll fll TE TOt<; 
"al. Tat<; Tov Oeov TOVTOV TEAETat<; TE /Cat Ovo-iatr;, . '}' , ' "" ...... ' Ollop,a.,oliTa<; auTo 't'a/\.1\.0ll. 

1 To'is raptoihn Vogel, following nearly all the MSS. : 
Toi• l•p•vrn E, Bekker, Dindorf. 

a 1l.e"fOIIO't deleted by Bekker, Dindorf. 
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referred to because of this burial as the Holy Field. 
In proof of this they point to remains which still 
survive on this island, both to the tomb constructed 
for Osiris, which is honoured in common by all the 
priests of Egypt, and to the three hundred and sixtv 
libation bowls which are placed around it ; for the 
priests appointed over these bowls fill them each day 
with milk, singing all the while a dirge in which they 
call upon the names of these gods. It is for this 
reason that travellers are not allowed to set foot on 
this island. And all the inhabitants of the Thebaid, 
which is the oldest portion of Egypt, hold it to be the 
strongest oath when a man swears " by Osiris who 
lieth in Philae." 

Now the parts of the body of Osiris which were 
found were honoured with burial, they say, in the 
manner described above, but the privates, according 
to them, were thrown by Typhon into the Nile 
because no one of his accomplices was willing to take 
them. Yet Isis thought them as worthy of divine 
honours as the other parts, for, fashioning a likeness 
of them, she set it up in the temples, commanded 
that it be honoured, and made it the object of the 
highest regard and reverence in the rites and sacri-
fices accorded to the god. Consequently the Greeks 
too, inasmuch as they received from Egypt the cele-
brations of the orgies and the festivals connected 
with Dionysus, honour this member in both the 
mysteries and the initiatory rites and sacrifices of 
this god, giving it the name "phallus." 1 

1 P. Foucart (Le Culte de Dionysos en Attique) maintained 
the Egyptian origin of the rites of Dionysus, but his view was 
strongly opposed by L. R. Farnell (The Cults of the Greek 
City Bta.tea, 5. pp. 174 ff.). 
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23. Elvat o€ ifT1J rpacrlv (hro 'Ocriptoo<; r.:al. 
"I er tOO> ew> Try> (3acrt/..eia<; TOV 
KTicravTo> f.v TfW hrwVVJLOV aiiTov 7To/..tv 
7TAE£w TiiJV fLVpiwv, W> o' ifvtot ryparpovcrt, {3paxu 

2 AEi7ToVTa Twv otapvp/wv Kat Tptrrxt/..iwv. TOV> 
o€ f.v Tf}<; BotwTia<; 
TOV eeov f.K Kat t'::!.to<; <f>acrt rrxeoul.f;etv. 
'Oprp€a ryap ei<; A£ryv7TTov 7Tapa(:3a/..ovm Kat 
fLETacrxovTa Tf/'> TEAeTfj<; Kat Twv AtovvrrtaKwv 
JLllfTT'I}p[wv fL€TaAa/3e'iv,1 TOL<; o€ 2 rpi/..ov 
lJvTa Knl TtfLWfLEVOV tJ7T' avTwv JLETa()E'ivat Tov 
{)eou TlJV ryf.verrtV f.Ke£vot<; xaptSOfL€VOV' TOtJ<; o' 
QXAOV<; Ta JLEV s,a TTJV ll'Yvotav, Ta S€ Ota TO 
/3ou/..erreat Tov tJeov ''E/../..1Jva voJLiserreat, 7Tporr-

7TpOrr1JVW<; Ttl<; T€AeTa<; Kat Ta fLVrT-
3 arpopfLa<; o' exetv TOV 'Oprj>€a 7TpO<; Tf]V 

fLETaeerrtv Tfj<; TOV eeov ryevecrew<; T€ Kat T€AeTfj<; 
' TOtavTa<;. 

4 KaOJLOV €" ®17f3wv lfvm Twv Alryv7TTiwv ryevvf}-
crat rruv 1},)..,/..,o£> TEICVOl<; Kat "'2eJLEA7JV, TaUT'I}V o€ 
urp' [)Tou 3 rp{)apetrrav eryKVOV ryeverr{)at, 
Kat TeKe'iv e7TTil fL1Jvwv ote/..eovTwv {3perpo<; n]1' 
lf'[rtv oiov7Tep o[ KaT' Afryv7TTov Tov "Orrtptv 
ryeryovevat VOJLif;ovrrt• f;woryovE'irreat o' OVK dwB€vat 
TO TowvTov, dTe Twv Bewl' (:3ov/..ofLEVWl' ehe 

' ' ' K ' () ' 5 T'YJ'> .,.,vrrew<; JL'T/ rrvryxwpovrr7J<;. aoJLOV o atrr o-
fLEVOV TO ryeryovo<;, Kat XP'YJrTfLOV exovTa OlUT1Jp€tV 
Ta TWV 7TaT€pwv VOfLlfLa, xpucrwrrai T€ TO (3p€rpo> 
Kat Ta<; Kae7JKOUrra<; avTtp Bvrrlac;, 

1 !J.fTalo.a8iiv Vogel: p.e-ralo.a8&vTa A E, Bekker, Dindorf. 
2 a< Vogel: TE D, Bckker, Dindorf. 
3 So Stephanus : {nro TOV 
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23. The number of years from Osiris and Isis, 
they say, to the reign of Alexander, who founded 
the city which bears his name in Egypt, is over ten 
thousand, but, according to other writers, a little 
less than twenty-three thousand. And those who 
say that the god 1 was born of Semele and Zeus in 
Boeotian Thebes are, according to the priests, simply 
inventing the tale. For they say that Orpheus, 
upon visiting Egypt and participating in the initia-
tion and mysteries of Dionysus, adopted them and 
as a favour to the descendants of Cadmus, since he 
was kindly disposed to them and received honours 
at their hands, transferred the birth of the god to 
Thebes; and the common people, partly out of 
ignorance and partly out of their desire to have the 
god thought to be a Greek, eagerly accepted his 
initiatory rites and mysteries. What led Orpheus 
to transfer the birth and rites of the god, they say, 
was something like this. 

Cadmus, who was a citizen of Egyptian Thebes, 
begat several children, of whom one was Semele ; 
she was violated by an unknown person, became 
pregnant, and after seven months gave birth to a 
child whose appearance was such as the Egyptians 
hold had been that of Osiris. Now such a child is not 
usually brought into the world alive, either because 
it is contrary to the will of the gods or because the 
law of nature does not admit of it. But when 
Cadmus found out what had taken place, having 
at the same time a reply from an oracle commanding 
him to observe the laws of his fathers, he both 
gilded the infant and paid it the appropriate sacri-
fices, on the ground that there had been a sort of 

1 Dionysus. 
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f , , , , , e , ·o I 
ws- €7rt't'avetas- nvo<; /CaT av pw7rov<; crtptoos-

6 "f€"f€V'I}f.1-ElFIJ'>• ava:lfrat Oe /Cat "fEV€CTtV els-
fl.{a, CTEf..I-VvvovTa TOV "Ocrtpw Kat cf>Bapcicrn<> 

\ f3 "\ \ ',!.. I \ \ \ T'I}V ota 01\,T)V a't'atp0Vf.1-€VOV' Oto Kat 7rapa TOtS' 
"Ei\A.ncrw eKcoBi]vat "A.o"fov w<> K&o11-ov "i.e11-f.i\n 
TETOIC€V J,c fl.to<; "OcrtplV. EV Oe TOtS' fluTepov 

' '0 ,1..1 1-, " ' XPOVOtS' P't'Ea, f..l-€"fa"-1JV exovTa ooc:,av 7rapa TOt<; 
'1 EA.i\?]crtV E71"t f.1-€Arp8tq /Cat TEAETatS' /Cat Beo:\o'Y£at<;, 
e71"tgevw8i]vat TOtS' KaOf.1-E£ots- !Cat Otarf>epovTw'> 

7 €v Tat<; Ttf..I-'I]Bi]vat. f.1-ETErTX1J"oTa oe 
TWV 7rap' Al"fV7TTLOt<; Beo"A.o"fOVf.1-EVWV f..I-ETEVE"f/CEtv 

'Ocriptoo<; Tau 7raA.atov "'f.veutv E71"t Tov<; 
VEWTEpov<; xpovov<;, xaptf;Of..I-EVOV Oe TOtS' KaOf.1-€LOtS' 

!CaB' ryv 7rapaoovvcu 
TOtS' f.1-VOVf.1-EVOt'> e/C 'i.Ef..I-EA'IJ'> /Cat fl.u)<; "fE"fEVvi]crBat 
TOV fl.tovvcrov. TOVS' o' avBpw7rOVS' Tft f..I-EV Ota 
>f 't I \ o;:, \ \ '0 ,/..I a"fVOtav Ec:,a71"aTWf.1-EVOVS', Ta oE ota T'I}V P't'Ew<; 
) t I \ lt J I ac:,to71"lCTTtaV /Cat OOc:,aV €V TO£<; TOtOVTOt<; 71" pou-

EXOVTa<;, TO oe f..I-E"ftCTTOV 7rpocrO€XOf.1-EVOVS' 
Tov Beov ''EA.A.nva vof.1-tsof.1-evov, "aBa1rep 7rpoeip'l]-

s Tat, Tat<; T€"A.€7at<;. e71"€t'Ta 7rapa-
A.a/3oVTWV Twv 11-vBo'Ypacpwv /Cat 7TOt1JTWv To 
"fEVOS', Ef..l-71"€71":\i]crBat Tft Bf.aTpa, /Cat TOtS' e71"t"ftvO-
f.1-EVOtS' lcrxvptw 7T£CTT£V /Cat af.1-ETa8€TOV "f€Vecr0at, 

KaBoi\ov of. cpacrt TOV<; tl EA.A.nvas- Jgtouf';ecrBat 
TOV') emcpaVECTTlLTOV'> T€ Kat Beau<;, eTt 
o' a71"0tiC{a<; Tft<; 7rap' f.avTWV. 

24. Kal 'Yap 'Hpa!CA.f.a To "fEVOS' Al"fV7TTtoV 

1 i.e., an appearance in the flesh of a deity. Cp. Book 2. 
47. 6 f., where it is related that Apollo visited the Hyper-
boreans every nineteen years at the time of the vernal 
equinox. 
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epiphany 1 of Osiris among men. The fatherhood of 
the child he attributed to Zeus, in this way magni-
fying Osiris and averting slander from his violated 
daughter; and this is the reason why the tale was 
given out among the Greeks to the effect that 
Semele, the daughter of Cadmus, was the mother of 
Osiris by Zeus. Now at a later time Orpheus, who 
was held in high regard among the Greeks for his 
singing, initiatory rites, and instructions on things 
divine, was entertained as a guest by the descendants 
of Cadmus and accorded unusual honours in Thebes. 
And since he had become conversant with the teach-
ings of the Egyptians about the gods, he transferred 
the birth of the ancient Osiris to more recent times, 
and, out of regard for the descendants of Cadmus, 
instituted a new initiation, in the ritual of which the 
initiates were given the account that Dionysus had 
been born of Semele and Zeus. And the people 
observed these initiatory rites, partly because they 
were deceived through their ignorance, partly 
because they were attracted to them by the trust-
worthiness of Orpheus and his reputation in such 
matters, and most of all because they were glad 
to receive the god as a Greek, which, as has been 
said, is what he was considered to be. Later, after 
the writers of myths and poets had taken over this 
account of his ancestry, the theatres became filled 
with it and among following generations faith in the 
story grew stubborn and immutable. 

In general, they say, the Greeks appropriate to 
themselves the most renowned of both Egyptian 
heroes and gods, and so also the colonies sent out 
by them. 

24. Heracles, for instance, was by birth an 
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Gvm, Ot' avopelav 'Tfj<; olKov-
f'EV'T]<;, Kal e7Tl T/j<; At/3V'T}<; 
" ' ... ... ' , '1: ' .... 2 v1rep ou 7retpwv'Tat 'Ta<; a7rooet<;;€t<; 1rapa 'TWv 

A.ap./3avetv. op.oA.oryovp.€vou ryap Gv'TO<; 
1rapd 1rarrtv o'T£ 'TOt<; 'OA.up.7rlot<; Oeo'i<; 'HpaKA.fjr; 
uvvYJrywvlrra'To Tov 1rpor; 'TOV'> rylryav'Ta<; 1roA.ep.ov, 
cpaul Tfj ryfj f.t'T}Dap.w<; app.oT'Tetv 'TO V<; 

I ' ' ,.,. I " '''E"" I A, ryt-yav'Ta<; /Ca'Ta T'YJV 'YJ"'l/Ctav 'T}V at .,.auw 
rye-yevfjuBat, ryevelj 7rpoTepov 'TWV 

Tpwt/CWV, aA.A.a p.aA.A.ov, W<; atJTol KaTa 
apxfjr; 'TWV av8pw7rWV' a1r' e/Ce£V'T}'> 

p.ev ryap 1rap' Alryv7TT£ot<; 1Ca'Tapt8p.e'iu8at 
7TA.etw 'TWV p.vp£wv, a7TO oe 'TWV TpwtKWV 

3 'TWV XtA.lwv Kal Ota/Corrlwv. op.o[w<; oe 'TO 'T€ 

po1raA.ov Kal ,.,qv A.eov'Tfjv 'TCp 1raA.at(p 
'Hpa!CA.e'i Ota 'TO KaT' eKelvovr; 'TOV<; xpovov<; 
'TWV O'TrAoWV 'TOV<; av8pw7TOU<; 'TO'i<; p.ev 
1: '-,. J I e \ J I I:'\ c;;VAOt<; ap.VV€U at 'TOU<; aV'T£'Ta'T'TOf.'EVOV<;, 'Tat<; O€ 

oopa'ir; 'TWV 8ryp£wv u/Ce7rarrTfJP£ots o1rA.ot<; XPfirrOat. 
!Cal .6-to<; p.ev utov aiJTov avaryopevourrt, f''T}'Tpor; oe 
• , ' ' !:'• 'I:'A" I 4 7J<; €<T'TtV OV .,.aut "flVWU/C€tv. 'TOV 0 €<;; 1\./Cf.''Y}VYJ<; 
ryevop.evov flrr'Tepov 7rA.e£orrtv lj p.vplot<;, 
'AA.Ka'iov ryeve'Tfj<; KaA.ovp.evov, 
f.'€'TOVOp.au8fjvat, oux on ot"1 Hpav ICA.eo<;, W<; 
cp'T}<TtV 0 Ma'Tpt<;, aA.A.' O'T£ 'TTJV aun]v e/;YJA.WICW<; 
7rpoa£perrtv 'Hpa!CA.e'i 'TCp 1raA.atip 
'011: <I \ I J-,. I oo<;;av ap.a Kat 7rpOrr'T}ryoptav €/CI\.'fJpovop.'T}rre. 

1 The Pillars of Heracles are described in Book 4. 18. 4-7. 
2 Heracles, according to Greek mythology, was a con-

temporary of Laomedon, the father of Priam king of Troy, 
and with the help of Poseidon built for him tho walls of 
Troy. 
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Egyptian, who by virtue of his manly vigour visited 
a large part of the inhabited world and set up his 
pillar in Libya ; 1 and their proofs of this assertion 
they endeavour to draw from the Greeks themselves. 
For inasmuch as it is generally accepted that Hera-
cles fought on the side of the Olympian gods in their 
war against the Giants, they say that it in no way 
accords with the age of the earth for the Giants to 
have been born in the period when, as the Greeks 
say, Heracles lived, which was a generation before 
the Trojan War,2 but rather at the time, as their 
own account gives it, when mankind first appeared 
on the earth; for from the latter time to the present 
the Egyptians reckon more than ten thousand years, 
but from the Trojan War less than twelve hundred. 
Likewise, both the club and the lion's skin are 
appropriate to their ancient Heracles, because in 
those days arms had not yet been invented, and 
men defended themselves against their enemies with 
·clubs of wood and used the hides of animals for 
defensive armour. They also designate him as the 
son of Zeus, but about the identity of his mother 
they say that they know nothing. The son of 
Alcmene, who was born more than ten thousand 
years later and was called Alcaeus 3 at birth, in later 
life became known instead as Heracles, not because 
he gained glory (kleos) by the aid of Hera, as Matris 
says, but because, having avowed the same principles 
as the ancient Heracles, he inherited that one's fame 
and name as well.4 

1 Alcaeus was the name of the grandfather of Heracles. 
The career of Heracles is recounted in Book 4. 9 ff. 

4 The date of Matris, who was the author of an encomium 
upon Heracles, is unknown. 
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5 '!.vf'cpwvetv oe TOt<; vcfJ EaVTWV A€"fOf'EVOt<; Kat 
' ' " ''E"'"' ' "'"' " . T1JV 7rapa TO£<; I\I\1]UlV €K 'lr0/\1\-WV XPOVWV 

7rapaoeoof'EV'YJV on KaBapav Thv ryijv Twv 
8'TJp£wv E'lrO{'fJU€V 'HpaKATJ<;' 07r€p f''TJOaf'W> apf'OT-
T€£V Tip ryeryovon uxeoov KaTa TOU<; TpwLKOU<; 
xpovov<;, OT€ Ta 7rA€tUTa f.LfPYJ TTJ> olKOVf'EV'fJ') 
eg"'J-'fPWTO ryewpryiat<; Kat 'lrOA€Ut Ka£ TWV 

6 KaTOtKOVVTWV Thv xwpav 'lraVTaxov, f'aXA.ov 
I '"' I \ \ ) I 

ovv, Trf Tov<; 
XPOVOU<; T1JV 'TJf'EpWUtV TYJ<; xwpa<;, KaTtUXVOf.LeVWV 
ht TWV rlvBpW7rWV V7TO TOV 7TA1)8ov<; TWV e"!piwv, 
Kat wiA.tuTa KaTa Tryv A'Lryv7TTOV 1 Tryv 
lJ7T€pK€£f'eV'fJV xwpav 1-'expe TOV vvv llpl]f'OV elvat 2 

7 ' 8 '1:' , \ \ ' • '"' Kat 'f/P£WV'TJ. €£KO<; ryap TaUT'fJ') W<; 'lraTpLoo<; 
7rpovoYJBeVTa Tov 'HpaKA.ea, Kat Ka8apcw Thv ryijv 
TWV e"'piwv 7rapaoovvat TOt') ryewpryot<; 
Thv xwpav, Kat Ota evepryeuiav Tvxe'iv luoBf.ov 

8 Ttf'TJ>· cpaut oe Kat TOV Tiepuf.a ryeryov€vaL KaT' 
A'Lryv7TTOV, Ka£ TTJ> "lutOo<; ryf.v€utv tJ7To TWV 
'EA.A.'Ijvwv el<; "Apryo<; f'€Tacp€peuBat, f'VBoA.oryovv-
TWV TfW 'lw Thv el<; /3oo<; Tv7Tov f'ETaf-LopcpwBe'iuav. 

25. KaBoA.ov o€ Ti<; EUT£ Otacpwvia 7Tep£ 
'i'OUTWil TWV Bewv. Thv avn]v ryap oi f.LEV 'luLv, 
oi OE f!..?jf.L'f/Tpav, oi Oe ®euf'ocpopov, OE !eA.'IjvYJV, 
Ol Oe ''flpav, oi Oe 7TaUat<; Tat<; 7rpOU'fJ"fOpiaL<; 

2 OVOf'Cft;ouut. TOV o€ "Outptv oi f'EV 'i.apamv, oi 
OE f!uovvuov, oi Oe ilA.ovTwva, oi OE "Af'f'WVa, 
TtVE') Oe t!..ia, 'lrOAAOt o€ llava TOV avToV V€VO-
f'CKaUt' A.eryovut o€ TlV€') :f.apamv eivat TOV 7Tapa 
Tot> ''EA.A.1Jut llA.ovTwva ovof'asof'evov. 

1 For Vogel reads Kal and retains oliuav below. 
• elvat Dindorf: 

BOOK I. 24. 5-25. 2 

The account of the Egyptians agrees also with the 
tradition which has been handed down among the 
Greeks since very early times, to the effect that 
Heracles cleared the earth of wild beasts, a story 
which is in no way suitable for a man who lived in 
approximately the period of the Trojan War, when 
most parts of the inhabited world had already been 
reclaimed from their wild state by agriculture and 
cities and the multitude of men settled everywhere 
over the land. Accordingly this reclamation of the 
land suits better a man who lived in early times, 
when men were still held in subjection by the vast 
numbers of wild beasts, a state of affairs which was 
especially true in the case of Egypt, the upper part 
of which is to this day desert and infested with wild 
beasts. Indeed it is reasonable to suppose that the 
first concern of Heracles was for this country as his 
birthplace, and that, after he had cleared the land of 
wild beasts, he presented it to the peasants, and for 
this benefaction was accorded divine honours. And 
they say that Perseus also was born in Egypt, and 
that the origin of Isis is transferred by the Greeks 
to Argos in the myth which tells of that Io who was 
changed into a heifer. 

25. In general, there is great disagreement over 
these gods. For the same goddess is called by some 
Isis, by others Demeter, by others Thesmophorus, 
by others by others Hera, while still others 
apply to her all these names. Osiris has been given 
the name Sara:pis by some, Dionysus by others, 
Pluto by others, Ammon by others, Zeus by some, 
and many have considered Pan to be the same god; 
and some say that Sarapis is the god whom the 
Greeks call Pluto. 
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<I>aa-£ D' Al"ftJ'TrTtOt 9 Ia-w cpapj.taKOOV T€ 

7rOAAWV V"fietav evphw "fE"fOVfVat Kat 
J.LE"faArJV ex€lv fj.L'Tretp£av• 

3 Dto Kat Tvxova-av br£ Bepa-
TWV avBpwr.oov J.LUALCTTa xaipetv, Kat KaTa 

DtDovat /3o1]Bryf.J.aTa, 
€mDetKVVJ.LfV'TJV Tryv TE lDiav f7rtcpavetav 

Kat TO TWV av0pw7r6JV 
4 euep"fETtKov. De Tolrrool' cpaa-£ cp€petv 

ou "EAA'TJCTlV, 
,, "\ \ 'I: , \ \ a"'"'a 1raa-av 7ap a-xeoov T'TJV 

' I "" f' ""' ) \ I OtKOUJ.LEV'T}V f.LUpTupEtV TaVT1]'> 
cptAOTlj.LOUf.LfVYJV Dta Thv fV 

5 €mcpavetav. KaTa 7ap €cpta-Ta-
J.LfVrJV DtDovat KaJ.Lvoua-t f3oTJBryf.J.aTa 

Ka£ arhfl 
V"fta,ea-Bat· tca£ f.LEV v1ro Twv laTpwv 
Dta Thv DuCTKo"'A{av TOV a7r€A7rLCT-

v1ro a-w,wOat, De 7ravTe-
"'Awr:; 1] Ttva TWV a"'AA.oov 
J.LEpwv TOV chav TaVTYJV Thv Beov 

,./...' , ' .. ' t: , B' tcaTa'f'V"fOOCTtv, T'T}V 7rpov7rapsaa-av a1roKa t-
6 CTTaa-&at eupetv D' avThv Kat TO 

cf>apJ.LaKOV, Dt' ov TOV UlOV ?llpov, V7r0 
TWV TtTavoov €mf3ou"'AeuB€vTa Kat V€Kpov eupe-
B€vTa KaB' iJDa P-h J.LOVOV avaa-Tijuat, Dovuav 

1 A reference to the common practice of incubation, briefly 
described below. The patients spent the nights in the 
temple-precincts and were ministered to in their sleep by 
the god. An interesting picture of such an incubation is in 
So 
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As for Isis, the Egyptians say that she was the 
discoverer of many health-giving drugs and was 
greatly versed in the science of healing; conse-
quently, now that she has attained immortality, she 
finds her greatest delight in the healing of mankind 
and gives aid in their sleep 1 to those who call upon 
her, plainly manifesting both her very presence and 
her beneficence towards men who ask her help. In 
proof of this, as they say, they advance not legends, 
as the Greeks do, but manifest facts ; for practically 
the entire inhabited world 2 is their witness, in that 
it eagerly contributes to the honours of Isis because 
she manifests herself in healings. For standing above 
the sick in their sleep she gives them aid for their 
diseases and works remarkable cures upon such as 
submit themselves to her; and many who have been 
despaired of by their physicians because of the diffi-
cult nature of their malady are restored to health 
by her, while numbers who have altogether lost the 
use of their eyes or of some other part of their 
body, whenever they turn for help to this goddess, 
are restored to their previous condition. Further-
more, she discovered also the drug which gives im-
mortality, by means of which she not only raised 
from the dead her son Horns, who had been the 
object of plots on the part of the Titans and had 
been found dead under the water, giving him his 

Aristophanes, Plutus, 659 ff., where a description is given of 
how the god of wealth, who because of his blindness dis-
tributes his gifts with little discrimination, is taken to the 
temple of Asclepius to be healed. 

• Under the influence of the Ptolemies, soon after 300 n.c., 
the cult of Isis began to spread over the Mediterranean, and 
by the time of Diodorus was in practically every city of any 
importance. 
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Ti)V ai\i\tt Kat 'Tij<; a8avau£a<; 'TT"Otijuat 
7 p.e'Tai\af3e'iv. DoKe'i S' ilu'TaTo<; 'TWV Oewv oOro<; 

/3auti\evuat p.eTtt Tou 7raTpo<; 'Oulpd3o<; 
av8pw7r(J)V f1-€TUUTautv. TOV be •npov p.e8epp.TJ-
vw6p.evov if>autv 'A7roA.A.rova lmapxetv, Kat n]v 

, ' ' ' ' t ' ,... \ T€ ta'TptK1JV Kat T1JV p.aVT£KTJV V'TT"O '1"1]'> fl-1}Tp0<; 
"IutDo<; Sd5ax8evTa Su1. Twv XPTJup.wv Kat Twv 
8epa7r€lWV €V€P'Y€'T€LV TO TWV av8pW7r(J)V 'YEVO<;. 

26. Ot S' [epe'i<; TWV Al'YV'TT"TLWV TOV xpovov 
a'TT"o Tij<; 'Hi\iov /3autA.e[a<; uvi\A.o'Yttop.evot fl-EXP' 
Tij<; 'AA.eEavSpov Dta/3auew<; el<; 'Aulav cf>autv 
imapxew hwv p.aA.tuTa 'TT"W'> otup.vplwv Kat 

2 Tptuxti\lwv. p.u8oA.o'YOVUt oe Kat TWV Oewv TOt,<; 
p.ev apxatOTCLTOV<; /3auti\evuat 7rA.e[w TWV Xti\iwv 
Kat OtaKouiwv hwv, ·rov<; Se p.eTaryeveu'Tepov<; ovK 

3 EAUTT(r) TWV TptaKoulwv. a'TT"luTOV S' 8vTO<; TOV 
Twv hwv, e7rtXetpovul Ttve<; A.e'Yetv Sn 

To 7rai\atov, oi'J'TT"w Tij<; 7rept Tov 
E7T"€ryvwup.EV1J<;, uvve/3atV€ Ka'Ttt Tij<; 

4 7reploSov /l'Yeueat TOV evtaVTOV. b£07r€p TldV ETWV 
TptaKoVBTJp.epwv lJVTWV OVK aMvaTOV eivat /3e/3tw-

l ' ,, 'i\ ' \' ' ' ' ,.. KEVat nva<; €'1""7 )(' ta Kat otaKouta· Kat ryap vvv 
1 OV'TWV TWV evtaVTWV OVK OAL'YOV<; 

5 !mep eKaTOV ETTJ tiJv. 7rapa7rA.1Jula oe i\e'YOVO"l 
Kat 7rep't 'TWV TptaKouta ET1] bOKOVVTWV apEat' 

! ! I \ \ I \ 1 \ KaT €K€lVOV<; ryap TOV<; XPOVOV<; 'TOV €VtaVTOV 
a7rapT£teu8at TETTaput fl-TJO"t TOt<; '"flVOfl-EVOt<; KaTa 
Ttt<; eKaO"TfiJV TWV xpovwv wpa<;, olov €apo<;, 
Oepov<;, X€lfl-';>VO')' aif>' alr[a<; Kat 'Trap' evlot<; 
'TWV TOt,<; evtaVTOt,<; wpou<; KaA.e'iueat 

1 Dindorf: P.'f/VWV, 

BOOK I. 25. 6-26. 5 

soul again, but also made him immortal. And it 
appears that Horus was the last of the gods to be 
king after his father Osiris departed from among 
men. Moreover, they say that the name Horus, 
when translated, is Apollo, and that, having been 
instructed by his mother Isis in both medicine and 
divination, he is now a benefactor of the race of 
men through his oracular responses and his healings. 

26. The priests of the Egyptians, reckoning the 
time from the reign of Helius to the crossing of B3i 

Alexander into Asia, say that it was in round num- n.o. 
hers twenty-three thousand years. And, as their 
legends say, the most ancient of the gods ruled more 
than twelve hundred years and the later ones not 
less than three hundred. But since this great num-
ber of years surpasses belief, some men would main-
tain that in early times, before the movement of the 
sun had as yet been recognized, it was customary 
to reckon the year by the lunar cycle. Consequently, 
since the year consisted of thirty days, it was not 
impossible that some men lived twelve hundred 
years; for in our own time, when our year consists 
of twelve months, not a few men live over one 
hundred years. A similar explanation they also 
give regarding those who are supposed to have 
reigned for three hundred years ; for at their time, 
namely, the year was composed of the four months 
which comprise the seasons of each year, that is, 
spring, summer, and winter; and it is for this reason 
that among some of the Greeks the years are called 
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Kat KaT' 7rpoua-
"fOp€U€t:TBat. 

6 Oi o' ovv Al"fU7T7£0l p,vBoXO"fOVt:Tl Ka7tt 
"fE'Yovf.vat nvtt> rroA.vuwp,a70V> 

TOV> vrro fLEV 7WV "fL-
vrf>' iaVTWV o€ . . .1 OtaKOU fLOVftEVOV> 

Hpa7wOw> E7T't Twv iepwv Kat TV7T'TOfLEVOV> V7T'o 
7 Twv 7Tept Tov "Outptv. €vwt p,ev ouv 

'Y1J"fEve'is rf>auw 7rpourf>aTov Tfj> Twv 
"fEveuew> EK Tfj> 'YiJ> inrapxouu1J>, €vtot 

o€ AE"fOVU£ pwp,y OtEVE"fKOVTa> Kat 
7TOAAd> E7T'tT€A€(TaP,EVOV<; a7T() TOV uvp,/3e-

8 p,v8o"A.o"f7]8fjvat 7roA.vuwp,aTOV>. uvp,-
rpwve'iTat o€ 7Tapa TOt> 7TAeLt:TTOt> OTl TOL> 7TEp£ TOV 
tl[a Kat Tov "Outptv Bw'i> 7ToA.ep,ov JvuT'f}uap,evot 
7TaVTE> UV[JpE81}uav. 

27. N op,oBeTfjuat of. rf>aut Ai"fV7TTLOV> 
7Tapd. TO KOlVOV €Bo, TWV avBpwrrwv "fap,e'iv 
ai3eA.rf>tt> Ota TO "fE"fOVO> Jv TOVTOt> Tfj> "IutOo> 
E7T'LTEV"fp,a· TaUT'YJV 'Yap 'Ouipti3t 
Tip ai3e"Arf>ip, Kat arroBavovTO> OfLOUauav OVbEVO> 
ET£ uvvovuiav avi3po> fLETeXBe'iv 
Tov Te rf>ovov Tavopo> Kat otaTeXf.uat /3autA.evov-
uav VOfLtp,wTaTa, Kat To uuvoA.oJJ 7T'AELt:TTwv Kat 
ftE"fiUTWV a'Ya8wv al7£av "fEVeu8at 7TCUHV av8pw-

2 7TOt>. Ota TavTa> Ta> aiTta, KaTabEtxBiJvat 
p,e{l;ovo> Jgouu[a, Kat np,i]> TV"fxavew 

1 Vogel suggests that a noun has dropped out here. 
2 Dindorf: 

1 " Records of the seasons." This designation for yearly 
records was used, for instance, by the inhabitants of the 
island of Naxos. 
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" seasons " (horoz) and that their yearly records are 
given the name "horographs." 1 

Furthermore, the Egyptians relate in their myths 
that in the time of Isis there were certain creatures 
of many bodies, who are called by the Greeks 
Giants,2 but by themselves ... , these being the 
men who are represented on their temples in mon-
strous form and as being cudgelled by Osiris. Now 
some say that they were born of the earth at the 
time when the genesis of living things from the 
earth was still recent,3 while some hold that they 
were only men of unusual physical strength who 
achieved many deeds and for this reason were 
described in the myths as of many bodies. But it 
is generally agreed that when they stirred up war 
against Zeus and Osiris they were all destroyed. 

27. The Egyptians also made a law, they say, 
contrary to the general custom of mankind, per-
mitting men to marry their sisters, this being due 
to the success attained by Isis in this respect; for 
she had married her brother Osiris, and upon his 
death, having taken a vow never to marry another 
man, she both avenged the murder of her husband 
and reigned all her days over the land with com-
plete respect for the laws, and, in a word, became 
the cause of more and greater blessings to all men 
than any other. It is for these reasons, in fact, that 
it was ordained that the queen should have greater 

2 But the Giants of Greek mythology were represented 
with "huge," not "many," bodies. 

a Cp. Genesis 6. 4 : "There were giants in the earth in 
those davs; and also after that, when the sons of God came 
in unto "the daughters of men, and they bare children to 
them, the same became mighty men, which were of old, men 
of renown." 
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Tov 7rapa Tot<; loulJTat<; 

Tavopor;, €v TV Tfjr; 

uvryryparpfi 'tT'pouop,o"'A.oryovvTrov Twv ryap,ovVTrov 

ct'TT'avTa Tfi ryaJ.wvp,€vy.1 

3 OvA: aryvow oe OtOT£ TtVE<; TWV uvryryparp€rov 

a7rocpalvovTat TOV<; Tarj>ov<; TOJV Oewv TOVTWV 

imapxetv €v Nvuy Tfj<; acp' 

Nvuai:ov TOV Atovvuov rovop,auOat. elvat Oe ll:at 

eA:aTepov TWV Oewv f'IT'tryerypap,p,€v'f}V TOt<; 

4 iepo'ir; rypap,JJ-autv. €7T't JJ-EV ovv Tfjr; "lutoor; €m-

ryerypacp0at "'Eryw 9 lulr; elp,t 'IT'au'YJ<; 

xrupar;, 'tT'atoevOe'iua u'TT'o 'Epp,ov, oua €ryw 

Jvop,o0eTT}Ua, ovOet<; avTft OuvaTat "'A.vuat. Jryru 

1 Here AB D EN add : "T<¥tp'ijv<¥1 ll.t"yUV(fl ... ?ltTIV lv 
MII'<P••, 1<a8' tw p.Jxp• -roii vvv . -rbv tT'1/IC4v, lv -rif 
-rep.ove& -rov 'H<Paltr-rou. (v&o< lU <l><¥tr& .,.v, trriJ,.a-r<¥ -rfiw 8eiilv 
-ro6-rwv IC<¥74 iv <1>[71.<¥&$ -rov N<lll.ov vjjtruv, li>trnp 
wpoelp'l/-r<¥( ,.., added by A EN which stop at this point, BD 
continuing] o!wl -rwv 3pow ICE'itT6a< -r'ijs Al6wwias ""l T'ijs Al')'V7r"l'ov 
/C<¥T4 iv 'Ttf Nelll.'f' v'ijtTov, ICEI!J.EV'I/V lwl -ra'is <1>lll.<¥<s 
lxovtrav 31! ..-b wpotT<¥')'Dp<v4,.ovov iurb Tov trvp.fJ<fJ'1/K4..-os 
we3£ov- tT'I/!J.EtOV 3o 'TOQ'TOV 3E<ICVQOVtTIV iv 'Tij vf,tTrp TaV"I'!l 3&a· 
Jl.'VOVTO. 'TQV 'Tf TJ.cpov KO.TEUICEVO.lTJJ.lVOJI 'Qcr[p;a,, 1Co£vp Tlp.(/;p.EVOV 

vwb "TWV IC<¥'T' A1"yv7r'TOV /epewv· ICa[ tpatrl W<pl 'TOV"I'OV ICE&p.evas 
xoc\s K«l Tpta.ICotTlas· ora6-ras "Yttr Ka.8' -htJ.Ipav 
')'dll.atc"TOS 7rll.'1/pOVV 'TOVs wpbs 'TOVTOIS -rax8eVTas /epe'is teal 8p7jVElV 
V.va""ll.oviJ.Evovs ... a -rwv e.&v ;,,.&,.".,."· a.a .,."6.,.71v a• ... "1 ... 1"" 
Kill v'ijtTov &fj,.-rov olva< -ro'is /epevtr&. ""l wdv-ras ..-o/Js 
... .. ®'1/fJ<¥tlia ICQ.'TOIICOVV'TilS, o!tT-rlv apx<¥IO'Td"l''1/ -r'ijs Al')'V11""1'0V 
l'f')'ltT"TOV 8p1COV 1Cp£VEIV1 3"TC¥V "TIS "OtrtpW -rbv /v <J>{li.C¥1S 
op.otTp. 
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power and honour than the king and that among 
private persons the wife should enjoy authority over 
her husband,! the husbands agreeing in the marriage 
contract that they will be obedient in all things to 
their wives.ll 

Now I am not unaware that some historians give 
the following account of Isis and Osiris : The tombs 
of these gods lie in Nysa in Arabia, and for this 
reason Dionysus is also called Nysaeus. And in that 
place there stands also a stele of each of the gods 
bearing an inscription in hieroglyphs. On the stele 
of Isis it runs : " I am Isis, the queen of every land, 
she who was instructed of Hermes, and whatsoever 
laws I have established, these can no man make 

1 Cp. Sophocles, Oedipu8 at Colunil.t8, 337 ff.: 
Their thoughts and actions all 

Are framed and modelled on Egyptian ways. 
For there the men sit at the loom indoors 
While the wives slave abroad for daily bread. 

(Tr. by StoiT, in L.C.L.) 
1 Here some MSS. add the following sentences (cp. critical 

note), which are taken almost bodily from chap. 22. 2-6 : "And 
they say that Isis is buried in Memphis, where her tomb is 
pointed out to this day in the temple-area of Hephaestus. 
According to some writers, however, the bodies of these gods 
[rest in Philae on the island in the Nile, as I have already 
stated] rest on the border between Ethiopia and Egypt, on 
the island in the Nile which lies near Philae, but is referred to 
because of this burial as the Holy Field. In proof of this they 
point to the tomb which was constructed for Osiris on thiii 
island and is honoured in common by all the priests of Egypt; 
and they mention three hundred and sixty libation bowls 
which are placed around it; for the priests appointed over 
these bowls fill them each day with milk, singing all the while 
a. dirge in which they call upon the names of these gods. It is 
for reason that only the priests are allowed to set foot on 
this isiand. And all the inhabitants of the Thebaid, which is 
the oldest portion of Egypt, hold it to be the strongest oath 
when a man swears • by Osiris who lieth in Philae.' " 
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elp,L Tov veronhov Kpovov Beau Bv'YaTYJP 7rpea--
{3vninr E"fW elp,t "fVVry Kat aoel\cf>ry 'Oa-iptooc; 
(3aa-tAEro<;• E"fW elp,t 71pWT'YJ Kap7TDV avBpw7TOl<; 
evpova-a· E"fW elp,t "f!pov TOV (3a(TLAE(I)<;' 
E"fW Elp,t €v np ctcrTpq> T(j> ev n'j> Kvv£ E7TtT€X.-
I\ovua· ep,ot Bov(3aa-TO<; ,ry 7Ttl'A.t<; 

5 xa'ipe xa'ipe Al"fV7TT€ ,ry Bp€faa-a Jl€." E7Tt o€ 
Ti}<; 'OuiptOo<; E7Tt"fE"fpdcf>8aL AE"f€Tat " I1aTryp JlEV 
EU'Ti p,ot Kpovo<; V€WTaTO<; Bewv a7TUVTWV, ElJl), o€ 
"Oa-tpt<; o f3autl\ev<;, o a-TpaTEva-a<; E7Tt 7raa-av 
xwpav €roe; el<; TOV<; TO'irOV<; TWV 'lvowv 
Kat Tovc; 7rpo<; ClpKTOV K€KAtf1-f.vov<;, JlfXPt "la-Tpov 
7T'oTaJlov 7T'YJ'Ywv, Kat 7T'al\w e'TT't Tai\X.a JlEP'YJ €ro<; 
OOK€aVOV. elp,t Oe viae; Kpovov 7rpeu{3vntTO<;, Kat 
(31\auToc; Kal\ov TE Kat EV"fEVovc; cf>ov 1 u1r€pp,a 
U'V"f"f€VE<; E"f€Vvry8'Yjv nJlf.pac;. Kat OVK f(]'Tt 7"07T'O<; 
Ti}<; olKOVJlfV'YJ<; elc; &v E"f6J OVK acf>'i'YJlat, Otaoovc; 

6 7T'autv wv €"/(;; 2 E"fEvop,TJv." TauauTa 
TWV 'Y€"fpap,p,€vrov ev Ta'ic; ovvauBat 
ava'Yvwvat, Ttt o' &1\1\a lJvTa 7TAeiro KaTecf>BapBat 
Ota TOV xpovov. Ttl JlEV ovv 7T'€pt Ti}c; Tacf>ijc; TWV 
Bewv TavTrov otacf>rove'iTat 1rapa To'ic; 7TI\eluTotc; ota 
TO TOV<; [epe'ic; ev 7Tapetl\"1cf>oTa<; Tryv 

1 <foli vVesseling: Wlou C, f> ob G, <rd,ov other MSS. 
• Wesseling : •bwyeTTJS. 

1 According to Pseudo-Eratosthenes (Catasterismus, 33) the 
star on the head of Canis J\!Iaior was called Isis as well as Sirius. 

2 The Danube. 
a This may be drawn from the Orphic legends which con· 

ceived of tbe undeveloped universe as a mystic egg, from 
which came Phanes, the first principle of life. Cp. the parody 
of the Orphio cosmogony in Aristophanes, The Birds, 693 ff.: 
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void. I am the eldest daughter of the youngest god 
Cronus ; I am the wife and sister of the king Osiris ; 
I am she who first discovered fruits for mankind ; I 
am the mother of Horus the king ; I am she who 
riseth in the star that is in the Constellation of 
the Dog ; 1 by me was the city of Bubastus built. 
Farewell, farewell, 0 Egypt that nurtured me." 
And on the stele of Osiris the inscription is said to 
run: " My father is Cronus, the youngest of all the 
gods, and I am Osiris the king, who campaigned 
over every country as far as the uninhabited regions 
of India and the lands to the north, even to the 
sources of the river Ister,2 and again to the remain-
ing parts of the world as far as Oceanus. I am the 
eldest son of Cronus, and being sprung from a fair 
and noble egg 3 I was begotten a seed of kindred birth 
to Day. There is no region of the inhabited world 
to which I have not come, dispensing to all men the 
things of which I was the discoverer." So much of 
the inscriptions on the stelae can be read, they say, 
but the rest of the writing, which was of greater 
extent, has been destroyed by time. However this 
may be, varying accounts of the burial of these gods 
are found in most writers by reason of the fact that 
the priests, having received the exact facts about 

There was Chaos at first, and Darkness, and Night, 
and Tartarus vasty and dismal; 

But the Earth was not there, nor the Sky, nor the Air, 
till at length in the bosom abysmal 

Of Darkness an egg, from the whirlwind conceived, 
was laid by the sable-plumed Night. 

And out of that egg, as the seasons revolved, 
sprang Love, the entrancing, th_e bright, 

Love brilliant and bold with his pinions of gold, 
like a whirlwind, refulgent and sparkling! 

(Tr. by Rogers, in L.O.L.) 
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7rep£ TovTwv lucpifJetav fJou'AeuOat 
) I ' \ "\. "\ I f i1 \ I €Kcp€p€tV aV Kat KtvOVVWV 
f.7T'tKetp.evwv Ta7Topp7JTa 7Tep'i Twv Bewv TouTwv 
fJ-7JVVITaiTtV • 

28. Oi o' ovv Al'Yu7TTtoi cf>aat Kal p.eTa TaUTa 
Al'YtJ7TTOV KaTa 7T'aaav 

otau7Tapi]vat olKovp.ev7Jv. BafJvA.wva p.f.v 
ryap a'Ya'Ye'iv B-i]:\ov TOV 
IIouetOWVO'> elvat Kal At{3urw 7Tapa TOV Eucppa-
T1)V 7T'OTap.ov KaOtopvBevTa Te iepe'i<> KaTauT+ 
uauBat 7Tapa7TA1]f.Tiw<; TOt<; KaT' Af'YV7TTOV aT€AEt<; 

Kat A€tTOVpry{ar; a7T'OAfA-vp.€vov<;, ob<; 
BafJv:\wvwt Ka"Aovut XaA.oaiov<;, Te 7Tapa-

TWV auTpwv TOUTOV<; 7TOteL'u8at, p.tp.ov-
1 1 'A' 1 r ,.. \ ,1., I fJ.EVOV<; TOV<; 7Tap l"fV7TTWt<; tEpEt<; Kat 'f'VUtKOV<;, 

2 ht o€ auTpOAO"fOV<;. AE"fOVITt of_ Kat To(;<; 7T€pt 

TOV LlazlaOV opp.7]BEvTa<; op.o{w<; f.KetBev ITVVOtKLaat 
apxawTaT1JV uxeoov TWV 7Tap' "EAA'IJITl 

7TOA€WV ''Ap"fO<;, TO T€ TWV KoA.xwv eOvo<; f.v Tip 
IIovTW Kal TO TWV 'lovoatwv fJ.EITOV , 

' ) 1 \ r e I ' r "" Ka£ '£vp{a<; OtKLITat TtVa<; opp.1J EVTa<; 7Tap EaVTWV' 
3 Sto Kal 7Tapa 'Yf:.veut TouTot<; €" 7Ta"Aawv e \ I \ I 7Tapao€OOf.T at TO 7T€ptT€fJ.V€tv TOV) "f€VVWfJ.€VOV<; 

€g Al'Yu7TTov p.eTEV1JVE"fp.evov Toil vop.if!:ov. 
4 Kal TOUr; , AOryvaiov> 0€ cpautv a7ToiKov<; elvat 

'ia£Twv Twv f.g Alryu'TT'Tov, Kat 7T'Etpwvmt T-Yj> 
' 1 1 I ' t' It \ OtK€toT1JTO) TaVTJ}) cpep€tV £l7TOO€to;;€t')' 7Tapa 
/ ' .... I ' 'A. >I fJ.OVOt<; ryap TWV T7JV 7TO tv aiTTV 

KaAetu0at, fJ.€T€V1JV€'YfJ.fV'YJ'> Ti)<; 7TpOITY)"fOp{a<; Ct7TO 
... ' ' ... "A " t'' 1 ' A ' TOV 7Tap aUTO£') UT€0<;. €Tt 0€ T7JV 7T'O lTEtaV 

\ ' \ ) I 't' \ t' I ,.. ' T7JV aVT'I}V EITX1JKEVat Tar;.tv Kat otatpeutv T'[J 7rap 
1 5€ Dindorf : ·rl. 

go 
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these matters as a secret not to be divulged, are 
unwilling to give out the truth to the public, on the 
ground that perils overhang any men who disclose 
to the common crowd the secret knowledge about 
these gods. 

28. Now the Egyptians say that also after these 
events a great number of colonies were spread from 
Egypt over all the inhabited world. To Babylon, for 
instance, colonists were led by Belus, who was held 
to be the son of Poseidon and Libya ; and after estab-
lishing himself on the Euphrates river he appointed 
priests, called Chaldaeans by the Babylonians, who 
were exempt from taxation and free from every 
kind of service to the state, as are the priests of 
Egypt; 1 and they also make observations of the 
stars, following the example of the Egyptian priests, 
physicists, and astrologers. They say also that those 
who set forth with Danaus, likewise from Egypt, 
settled what is practically the oldest city of Greece, 
Argos, and that the nation of the Colchi in Pontus 
and that of the Jews, which lies between Arabia and 
Syria, were founded as colonies by certain emigrants 
from their country; and this is the reason why it is 
a long-established institution among these two 
peoples to circumcise their male children, the custom 
having been brought over from Egypt. Eve!!: the 
Athenians, they say, are colonists from Sais in 
Egypt, and they undertake to offer proofs of such a 
relationship; for the Athenians are the only Greeks 
who call their city " Asty," a name brought over 
from the city Asty in Egypt. Furthermore, their 
body politic had the same classification and division 

1 On the exemption of the priests of Egypt from taxation, 
cp. chap. 73; on the Chaldaeans, cp. Book 2. 29 f. 
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5 eir; Tpia ;.dpn otaV€#7JBeiurr Kat 
7rpWT7JV #ev inrapgat Tour; dnraTpioar; 

1 inrii.'Jxov Ev rrratOelq, J.L&-
A..uTa otaTeTptcpoT€<; Ka£ Ti]<; ft€"fLUT7J<; rygw>#EVOt 
rt#iJ> Trapa7rA.7Ju[w<; Tot<; KaT' Al'"fvTrTov 
oevT€pav 8€ nigw "'ev€uBat Twv "fEWJtopwv 
TWV ocpetAOVTWV 07TAa K€KTfjuBat 7TOA€}t€tV 

V'iT"Ep Ti]<; 7TOA€W<; TOt<; KaT' At"fV7rTOV 
OVOJta,OftEVOt<; "f€Wp"fOt<; TOV<; #aXi#ou<; 7rap-

T€A€VTalav o€ ftEpioa p]Bi]vat 
Twv 07Jfttoupywv Twv Ttt<; (3avavuou<; TEXVM 

Ka£ A.etTovp"/£a<; TeA.o vvTwv Ttt<; 
ava"/Katonhar;, TO 7Tapa7TA1JUlOV 7TOWVU7J<; n]<; 
Tagew<; TaVT'T}<; Trap' Al"fV7TTLOt<;. 

6 re"fOVEVat o€ Kat TWV 1}'yEJtOVWV Ttvd,<; Al"'u-
7TTLOV<; 1rapd. TOt<; Tov "fdp TIET1JV Tov 
TraT€pa Met,euB€w<; TOV uTpaTEvuavTo<; el<; Tpoiav 
cpavepw<; Al"fV7TTlOV v7TlipgavTa Tvxe'iv VUTepov 

T€ Ka£ (3aut\.e[a<;. • • • 
7 Otcpuov<; o' auTOV "f€"fOVOTO<;, TOV<; ftEV 'ABl)vaiou<; 

ouvauBat KaTa l0t:av inrouTaUtV a7T00ovvat 
Tr<pt Ti]<; cpuaew<; TaVT1J<; Tct<; aA.1JBe'i<; alTia<;, f.v 
ftEUf!! K€tft€vou Trauw on 8uo'iv 7TOAtTetwv ftETa-
uxwv, 'EA.A.1)vtKi}<; Kat (3ap(3apou, f.vop£aBn, 
TO ftEV exwv ftEpo<; B1]p£ou, TO 8€ avBpw7rOV. 

29. 'OftoLw<; 8€ TovTrp Ka£ Tov 'EpexBf.a A.€yovut 
To "'€vo<; AZ'fV7TTtov lJvm (3autil.evuat Twv 'AB'T}vwv, 

1 o1nves Vogel : o1nvE< l<potro/0£. 

1 i.e. " of noble sires." 
2 i.e. " holders of a share of land." 

BOOK I. 28. 4-29. 1 

of the people as is found in Egypt, where the citizens 
have been divided into three orders: the first 
Athenian class consisted of the " eupatrids," 1 as 
they were called, being those who were such as had 
received the best education and were held worthy 
of the highest honour, as is the case with the priests 
of Egypt; the second was that of the " geomoroi," 2 

who were expected to possess arms and to serve in 
defence of the state, like those in Egypt who are 
known as husbandmen and supply the warriors; and 
the last class was reckoned to be that of the " demi-
urgoi," 3 who practise the mechanical arts and 
render only the most menial services to the state, 
this class among the Egyptians having a similar 
function. 

Moreover, certain of the rulers of Athens were 
originally Egyptians, they say. Petes,4 for instance, 
the father of that Menestheus who took part in the 
expedition against Troy, having clearly been an 
Egyptian, later obtained citizenship at Athens and 
the kingship.5 ••• He was of double form, and yet 
the Athenians are unable from their own point of 
view to give the true explanation of this nature of 
his, although it is patent to all that it was because 
of his double citizenship, Greek and barbarian, that 
he was held to be of double form, that is, part 
animal and pa1·t man. 

29. In the same way, they continue, Erechtheus 
also, who was by birth an Egyptian, became king of 

3 i.e. " workers for the people." 
• Called Peteus in Iliad 2. 552. 
6 There is a break at this point in the text, since what 

follows can refer only to Cecrops, the traditional first king of 
Atnens, whose body in the lower part was that of a serpent. 
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-rota vTar; T tvds cf>epov-rer; ryevof.L€vwv 
ryap Of.LOAO"fOVftEVW<; aVXf.LWV f.L€''fUAWV Ka'Ta 7TaO"aV 
O"xeoov oitWVf.LEV'Y}V Alryv7TTOV ota 
lotc'JT1]Ta xwpa<;, Ka£ cf>Bopar; E7Tl"f€VOf.LEV1]<; 
'TWV T€ Kap7TWV 7TAr)Bov<; av8pw7TwV, 
Alryv7TTOV TOV 'Epex8€a KOf.LtO"at ota O"Vryry€-
V€tav O"tTOV elr; Tar; av8' wv 
TOV<; ev 7TaBovTa<; fJa(TlAEa TOV 

2 evepryET'I]V. TOVTOV o€ 7TapaA.afJovTa 
' <:- "I: ' ""\ ' - " ' , vtav KaTaoet,.at Ta<; T€1\ETa<; TT)<; U'l]f.L'I]Tpor; ev 

'EA.euO"tvt Kat Ttt f.LETeveryKovTa 
\ \ , I 't: A' , \ .... 1 

TO 7T€pt TOVTWV VOf.Llf.LOV €<,; l"fV'ITTOV. Kat T1)<; 
Beov o€ 7TapouO"£av elr; TrJV ryeryovvZav 
KaTlt TOVTOV<; TOV<; x,oovov<; 7rapa0€000"8at KaTa 
A.oryov, rhr; &v Twv e7Twvvf.Lwv TavT'I]'> Kap7rwv TOTE 
ICOf.LtO"BEVTWV elr; Tar; Ka£ ota TOVTO 
7TaAtV apxfJ<> eiJpeO"tV ryeryov€vat TOV 0"7TEp-

3 JLaTo<;, owp'I]O"af.LEV'I]'> Of.LOAoryeZv 
o€ Kat Tour; 'A8"1vatovr; lht {JaO"t!tevovTo<; 'Epex-
8€wr; Kat TWV tcap7Twv s,a Tf)V aVOJLfJpiav 7Tpo-
"1cf>avtO"f.LEVWV Tij<; ery€veTo 7Tapovda 
7Tp0<; aVTOV') Ka£ Dwpea TOV O"{Tov. 7rpo<; o€ 
TouTotr; ai TEAeTat Kat Ta TaVT'I]'> T1J'> 

4 Beov ToTE KaTeoe£x81JO"av €v 'EA.evO"Zvt. Ta Te 
7r€pt Tar; 8uO"lar; /Cat Tar; apxatOT'I]Ta<; WO"aUTW<; 
exetv 'ABrwaiov<; Kat TOV<; At"fV7TTLOV')" TOV<; JLfV 
ryap Evf.LOA7TiDa<; a7TO TWV KaT At"fV'!rTOV hp€wv 
f.L€T€V1]Vex8at, TOV<; o€ K1pvKa<; a'JTO TWV 7TaO"TO-
cf>opwv. n)v T€ TlO"tv f.LOvovr; Twv 

1 B N, Bekker, Vogel: 1<al Thv Ti]s Hertlein, Dindorf. 

1 The Eumolpidae ("Descendants of Eumolpus ")and the 

Q4 
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Athens, and in proof of this they offer the following 
considerations. Once when there was a great 
drought, as is generally agreed, which extended 
over practically all the inhabited earth except Egypt 
because of the peculiar character of that country, 
and there followed a destruction both of crops and 
of men in great numbers, Erechtheus, through his 
racial connection with Egypt, brought from there to 
Athens a great supply of grain, and in return those 
who had enjoyed this aid made their benefactor 
king. After he had secured the throne he insti-
tuted the initiatory rites of Demeter in Eleusis and 
established the mysteries, transferring their ritual 
from Egypt. And the tradition that an advent of 
the goddess into Attica also took place at that time 
is reasonable, since it was then that the fruits which 
are named after her were brought to Athens, and 
this is why it was thought that the discovery of the 
seed had been made again, as though Demeter had 
bestowed the gift. And the Athenians on their 
part agree that it was in the reign of Erechtheus, 
when a lack of rain had wiped out the crops, that 
Demeter came to them with the gift of grain. 
Furthermore, the initiatory rites and mysteries of 
this goddess were instituted in Eleusis at that time. 
And their sacrifices as well as their ancient cere-
monies are observed by the Athenians in the same 
way as by the Egyptians; for the Eumolpidae were 
derived from the priests of Egypt and the Ceryces 
from the pastophoroi.l They are also the only Greeks 

Ceryces ("Heralds") were two noble Athenian families, in 
charge of the more important religious ceremonies of Attica; 
the pastophoroi were those Egyptian priests who carried in 
processions small shrines of the gods. 
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op.vvEtv, Kat Tat<; l0€at<; Kat TOt<; op.otoni-
5 TOV<; elvat TOt<; Al"fV'TrTiot<;. 7ro'AA.a o€ Kat a'AA.a 

TOVTOt<; 7rapa7r'A1}a-ta 'Ae"fOVTE'> 
a'A'T}BtVWTepov, W<; 'Y' €p.ot Tfj<; a7rOtKia<; 
TaVT'T}<; ota oogav Tfj<; 7fOA€W<;. 

KaBo'Aov o€ 7r'Aeia-Tac; a7rOtKiac; Al"flJ7rTLOi 
€K7rep.'{rat Tovc; €avTwv 7rpo"fovou<; €7rt 

7ro'AA.a fLEp'T} 7fjc; olKOUfLEV'T}<; OUL T€ 

TWV (3aO"tA€UO"aVTWV 7rap' auTo'ic; Kat Ota [mep-
6 (3o'A1)v Tfj<> 7ro'AuavBpw7r{ac;· u7rep CJJv a7ro-

oe£gewc; fL1JO€fLLGS aKpt{3ovc; O"U"f· 
agw7riO"TOU fLapTvpovvToc;, OUK €xpivafL€V 

' ' \ "\ , "t: v7rapx,etv Ta ''-E"fOfL€Va 'YPa'l'17'> asta. 
Kat 7rep£ fL'i:V TWV Beo'Ao"fOVfLEvwv 7rap' Al'Yu-

7rTiotc; Toa-avB' O"TOXaSOfLEVOL<; Tfj<; 
O"UfLfL€Tpiac;· 7r€pt o€ Tfjc; xwpac; Kat TOV N ei'Aou 
Kal TWV a'AAwv TWV aKO'fl'> agia•v €v 
eKaO"Ta Otegdvat 7rEtpaa-owBa. 

30. 'H ryap A7"fv7rToc; Ke'iTat p.'tv p.a"Ata-Ta 7rwc; 

KaTa fL€0"1JfLfJp£av, OXUPOT'T}Tt Oe Kat 
Ka'AA.et xwpa<; OUK o'A£n, OOKE'i 7rpo€xetv TWV et, 
(3 I ',rk I I ' \ \ \ 2 aa-tA€taV a'l'wptO"fLEVWV T07rWV. U7r0 fLEV ryap 
Tfjc; ova-ewe; wxvpwK€V EPTJfLO<; Kat 81]ptw-
07J<; Tfl'> Atf3u7J<;, E7rt 7rOAV fLEV 7rapEKTdvova-a, 
OLd oe avvopiav Kat a-mivtv cha<T7J<; 

€xova-a odgooov ou fLOVOV E7ri7rovov, 
a'A'Aa Kat 7raVT€AW<; E'TTLKLVOUVOV' EK Of TWV 7rpoc; 
voTov fLEpwv oZ TE KaTapaKTat Tou Nei'Aou Kal 

3 TWV opwv Ta a-vvopitovTa TOVTOl'\' a7ro rydp Ti]<; 

1 T. Birt ( Das antike pp. 151 ff.) feels that by 
this phrase, which is often used by Diodorus, he referred to his 
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who swear by Jsis, and they closely resemble the 
Egyptians in both their appearance and manners. 
By many other statements like these, spoken more 
out of a love for glory than with regard for the 
truth, as I see the matter, they claim Athens as a 
colony of theirs because of the fame of that city. 

In general, the Egyptians say that their ancestors 
sent forth numerous colonies to many parts of the 
inhabited world, by reason of the pre-eminence of 
their former kings and their excessive population; 
but since they offer no precise proof whatsoever for 
these statements, and since no historian worthy of 
credence testifies in their support, we have not 
thought that their accounts merited recording. 

So far as the ideas of the Egyptians about the 
gods are concerned, let what we have said suffice, 
since we are aiming at due proportion in our account,! 
but with regard to the land, the Nile, and every-
thing else worth hearing about we shall endeavour, 
in each case, to give the several facts in summary. 

30. The land of Egypt stretches in a general way 
from north to south, and in natural strength and 
beauty of landscape is reputed to excel in no small 
degree all other regions that have been formed into 
kingdoms. For on the west it is fortified by the 
desert of Libya, which is full of wild beasts and 
extends along its border for a long distance, and by 
reason of its lack of rain and want of every kind of 
food makes the passage through it not only toilsome 
but even highly dangerous; while on the south the 
same protection is afforded by the cataracts of the 
Nile and the mountains flanking them, since from 

effort to keep the several Books of his history of approxi· 
mately the same size. 
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TpwyoovTucijr; 1 Kat Tc;JV errxaTWV Tij<; Al8to7Tia<; 
p.epwv evTo<; rrTaolwv 7TEVTaKtrrxtXlwv Kal 7TEVTa-
Korriwv oihe 7T Xevrrat ota Tov 7ToTap.ov 
OUT€ 'TfE/;fj 'TrDpevOijvat TVXOVTa {3arrtAtKfj<; fJ 

4 7TaVT€AW<; JLE"fUA1]<; TWO<; XPP"''Yiar;. TWV o€ 7Tpo<; 
avaToXhv Vf!VOVTWV p.epwv Ta JLEV o 7TOTap.o<; 

wxvpwKE, Ta o' 7TEPtEXE£ Kat 7TEOla TEAp.a-
TWO'TJ Ta 1rporraryopevop.eva Bapa8pa. ryap 
ava p.l:rrov Tfj<; KoiA.'TJ<; Ivp[ar; Kat Tij<; Alryv7TTOV 
A.lp.v'TJ Trfl ,_,€v 7TA.aTet 7TavTeXwr;, Trfl Se 
{3a8et Oavp.arrtO<;, TO oe p.i}Ko<; E7Tt OtaKorriov.:; 

rrTaOlovr;, I] 7TporraryopeveTat p.i:v 
!.ep{3wvir;, TOt<; o' a7Tetpot<; TWV 7Tporr7Tell.al;ovTWV 
, " ' , ,J..' 1:' ' \ 5 aVE"'7T£riTOV<; €7T£'t'€p€£ KtVOVVOV<;, riTEVOV ryap 
Tov pevp.aTo<; lJvTo<; Kat Tatvlq, 7Tapa7TA'TJrriov, 
Owwv Te JLE'Ya!cwv 7TaVTy 7TeptKexu,.,€vwv, e7Tet-
oa.v VOTO£ rrvvexe£.:; 7TV€Vff(J)fflV, E7TLriEieTa£ 7TAij-

6 Oor; llp.(-tOV. aih'TJ oe TO p.ev iJowp KaTa 
' ,J.. ' " \ \ " ' €7Tt't'avetav arr'Y}p.ov '!Tote£, Tov oe 717'> "''JLVYJ'> 

TV7TOV rrvp.cf>Vij Tfj xeprrrp Kat KaTa 7Tiiv aO£U"/VWrr-
'TOV. 010 Kat 7TOAII.o/. TWV a"/VOOVVTWV loto-
'T'Y}'Ta 'TOV T07TOV JLE'Ta rrTpaTEVJLUTIDV (})l.wv 
;.cpavirr8'TJrrav Tij<; tJ'ITOKetp.eV'TJ'> ooov otap.apToVTE<;. 

7 ;, p.ev ryap /J,p.J.£0<; EK TOV KaT' oXiryov '!TaTOUJLfV'YJ 
€voorrtv A.ap.{3avet, Kat Tovr; e7Tt/3all.ll.ovTar; 

1 For this form, without the A, see Vogel I. lxxii and 
Kallenherg, Textlcritik und Sprachgebrau.ch Diodors, L 1. 

1 The "Cave-dwellers" are located by Diodorus along the 
Red Sea as far north as the Greek port of Berenice, and are 
described at length in Book 3. 32 f. 

z The word comes from a root meaning" to devour," which 
suits the nature of the region, as Diodorus observes below. 
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the country of the Trogodytes 1 and the farthest 
parts of Ethiopia, over a distance of five thousand 

stades, it is not easy to sail by the 
river or to Journey by land, unless a man is fitted 
out like a king or at least on a very great scale. 
And as for the parts of the country facing the east 
some are fortified by the river and some are embraced 
by a desert and a swampy flat called the Barathra.2 
For between Coele-Syria and Egypt there lies a 
lake, quite narrow, but marvellously deep and some 
two hundred stades in length, which is called Ser-
bonis 8 and offers unexpected perils to those who 
approach it in ignorance of its nature. For since 
the body of the water is narrow, like a ribbon and 
surrounded on all sides by great dunes, when there 
are constant south winds great quantities of sand 
are strewn over it. This sand hides the surface of 
the water and makes the outline of the lake con-
tinuous with the solid land and entirely indistin-
guishable from it. For this reason many who were 

with the peculiar nature of the place 
have disappeared together with whole armies,4 when 
they wandered from the beaten road. For as the 
sand. i_s up.on it gives way but gradually, 
dece1vmg With a kmd of malevolent cunning those 

The Barathron, or" Pit," at Athens was a cleft west 
of the Hill of the Nymphs into which condemned criminals 
were flung. 

3 Cp. Milton, Paradise Lost, 2. 592 if.: 

A gul! profou.nd as that Serbonian bog 
Betwixt Dam1ata and Mount Casius old 
Where armies whole have sunk. ' 

' An instance of the loss of part of an army is given in Book 
16. 46. 
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f/ ' \ "" ' I WIT7Trl€p rwt 7Tapc;t<poverat, 
/iv OTOV A,a(3oVT€<; V7TOVOtall 'TOV ITU}L/37JITO}L€VOU 
(3o'Y}81}uwuw €avTot<;, out< oUIT'YJ'> ifrt cf>Vryi]r; otS€ 

I f \ t! \ ,.. I"\ I 
8 ITW'T1]pta<;. 0 ryap U7TO 'TOV 'TEA}LaTO<; Ka'Ta7TtvO-

fJ-EVO<; OUT€ ouvaTat, rrapatpoup.EV'Y}'> ri]r; 
lA.vor; 'TTJV TOV uwp.aTO<; t<£V'Y]IT£V, our' €t<f3?wat 
t<anuxvet, f.L'YJD€v lfxwv urep€1wwv el<; €rr£(3auw· 
fl€}1-l"f}LEV'Y]<; ryap Ti]<; lip.p.ov 'TOt<; urypot<;, Kat Ota 
rovro rijr; €t<aTepwv cpvuew-. uvft-
(3a£vet 'TOV 'T07TOV rropeuTOV elvat 7TAW-

9 TOV. Ot07T€p oi TOt<; p.epeut 'TOVTOL'> E7Tt/:3aAAOV'T€<; 
, , , Q e, , -:- , , '" . ,_ cpepoftEVOt 7T par; rov 1-'u ov ouoep.tav '1' w 

(3o1JBe£a'> lfxouut, uvryt<aroA.tuBavovu1J'> rijr; liftp.ov 
rijr; rrapa ra xe£A.lJ. ra p.€v ouv 7rpoetp'Y}p.eva 
7TeUa rotavr7JV lfxovra cpvuw oltcelar; lfTvxe 
7Tpou7Jryop£ac;;, ovoftauB€vTa BapaBpa. 

31. 'Hp.et<; S' €rrd TCt 7T€pt 'TWV a7To rij<; 
XEDITOU rptwv fl€pwv 'TWV oxupouvrwv Airyu-

' <:''() B' ", I \ 7T'TOV Ol'YJA OftEV, 7Tpoa 7JITOfJ-fV 'TOt<; €tpl]fU!.VOt<; 'TO 
2 A.a7Tof1evov. renipr7J ro£vuv 7T A.wpa 7Tiiua 

uxeSov aA.tp.evrp BaAU'TT?J 7TpOITICAUl;of1.EV7J 7Tpo(3€-
(3A.7]Tal ro Alryv7TTtov 7Tf.A.aryor;, rov p.€v 7Tapa-
7TA.ouv lfxet p.atepoTaTOV, Ti]v S' a7To/3auw 'TTJV E7Tt 

' , " , , , ' IT 'T1)1l xwpav OVU7TpOITOpfllO"TOV' a7TO ryap apat'TO-
VWV rf]r; At{3V1]<;. ew<; 'Iorr'l)<; Tij<; EV rfi KolA.v 
"i,up[a, OVTO<; 'TOV 7Tapa7TAOU ITTabLWIJ uxeSov 

I. I ' " f ,.. ) r1,. "\ ""' "\. I 7T€VTa!CtiTXtAtWV, OUIC €0"TW €Up€W au't'a"-'YJ AlfJ-EVa 
3 'TOV (j)J,pou. xwpt<; S€ 'TOVTWV Tatvia 7Tap' 

OA1)V uxeSov Airyv7TTOV 'TOt<; a7TI:.ipot<; 

t That part of the Mediterranean lying off Egypt. 
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who advance upon it, until, suspecting some im-
pending mishap, they begin to help one another 
only when it is no longer possible to turn back or 
escape. For anyone who has been sucked in by the 
mire cannot swim, since the slime prevents all move-
ment of the body, nor is he able to wade out, since 
he has no solid footing ; for by reason of the mixing 
of the sand with the water and the consequent 
change in the nature of both it comes about that 
the place cannot be crossed either on foot or by 

Consequently those who enter upon these 
regions are borne towards the depths and have 
nothing to grasp to give them help, since the sand 
along the edge slips in with them. These flats have 
received a name appropriate to their nature as we 
have described it, being called Barathra. 

31. Now that we have set forth the facts about 
the three regions which fortify Egypt by land we 
shall add to them the one yet remaining. The 
fourth side, which is washed over its whole extent 
by waters which are practically harbourless, has for 
a defence before it the Egyptian Sea.l The voyage 
along the coast of this sea is exceedingly long, 
and any landing is especially difficult; for from 
Paraetonium 2 in Libya as far as lope 3 in Coele-
Syria, a voyage along the coast of some five 
thousand stades, there is not to be found a safe 
harbour except Pharos.4 And, apart from these 
considerations, a sandbank extends along practically 
the whole length of Egypt, not discernible to any 

2 The first important city on the coast west of Alexandria. 
a J<!ppa. 
• The island which lies before Alexandria and gave its name 

to the harbour. 
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4 TMJI 'TT'pOIT7TMOJIT(J)JI Sto'TT'ep oi TdJI E/C 
"\ ' ' , "' ' 1,. \ KWOVJIOII €K'TT'€'t'€V"f€11Ut Kat 

Sut aryvotav atTJLEVOl 'TT'pd<; 'YTJV Kara-
E'TT'OICe"'A"'Aovrrov Trov u!Cacprov 

5 vavaryovutv· evtot Se Sta Ta'TT'et-
IIOT1}Ta ov OVVaJL€VOt 7rpoio€u0at 
'YTJII A.avOavovutv oi JLeV 

/Cat ot S' xwpav 
EP1JJLOV. 

6 'H JLev ovv 'TT'avraxoOev 
ooxvprorat TdJI elp1]JL€vov rpo'TT'OV, T/j> Se uxtfJLaTt 

ovua StuxtA.lrov f"EJI uraOlrov exet 
'TT'apaOaA.arrtov 'TT'AEVpav, JL'euoyetov S' av'I]ICEt 

> \ '1: "\I -,. UXEOOV €7T"t 'TT'OA.VaV-
0pro'TT'£'f Se r6 JLev 'TT'a"Aat6v 'TT'oA.v 7rpo€uxe 'TT'avTrov 
rwv ro'TT'rov /Cara ol1Covf£€VTJV, 
/Cat KaO' oe TMV ltA.A.rov So!CE'i 

7 A.el'TT'EtTOat• e'TT'2 f"eV ryap TMV apxalrov xpovrov 
euxe !Cal 'TT'A€LOV<; TWV 
JLvplrov !Cal 0/CTa/CttTXt"Airov, EV t'epa£<; 

opfiv EUTL /CaTa/Cexroptuf£€vov, E'Tf'l Se 
IhoA.eJLaiov roii Aaryov Twv TptuJLuplrov 

&v Td Staf£Ef£€V'YJIC€V 
8 TMV ICaO' xpovrov. TOV Se "'Aaov 

TO JLEV 7raA.atov cpaut ryeryov€vat 'TT'epl 

1 Ptolemy La,<YUS, general of Alexander the Great, was the 
founder of the line ofthe Ptolemies. He obtained the governor-
ship of Egypt shortly after the death of Alexander in 323 B.o., 
assumed the title of king in 305, and reigned until 283. 
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who approach without previous experience of these 
waters. Consequently those who think that they 
have escaped the peril of the sea, and in their ignor-
ance turn with gladness towards the shore, suffer 
unexpected shipwreck when their vessels suddenly 
run aground; and now and then mariners who 
cannot see land in time because the country lies so 
low are cast ashore before they realize it, some of 
them on marshy and swampy places and others on a 
desert region. 

The land of Egypt, then, is fortified on all sides 
by nature in the manrier described, and is oblong 
in shape, having a coast-line of two thousand stades 
and extending inland about six thousand stades. 
In density of population it far surpassed of old all 
known regions of the inhabited world, and even 
in our own day is thought to be second to none 
other; for in ancient times it had over eighteen 
thousand important villages and cities, as can be 
seen entered in their sacred records, while under 
Ptolemy son of Lagus 1 these were reckoned at 
over thirty thousand,2 this great number continuing 
down to our own time. The total population, they 
say, was of old about seven million and the number 

z Herodotus (2. 177) gives the number of " inhabited cities'' 
in the time of Amasis (sixth century B.o.) as twenty thousand. 
The " over thirty thousand '' of Diodorus may be approxi-
mately correct, when the " villages" are included, although 
he may be using the figures given by Theocritus (17. 82 ff.), 
who was born about 305 B.o. and performed a feat of metrical 
juggling of the number 33,333 : " The cities builded therein 
are three hundreds and three thousands and three tens of 
thousands, and threes twain and nines three, and in them 
the lord and master of all is proud Ptolemy" (tr. Edmonds, 
in L.O.L.). 
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fLVptaSac;, Kat KaB' S€ OUK e'Aa'TTOU<; elvat 
9 TOV'TCvV.l Sto Kat TOV<; apxa£our; /3acnA.e'ir; LCTTO-

povut Kara AZ'Yv1rrov i!p"fa fLE"faA.a Kat 
BavJ.Laura Stii n'jr; 1roXvxetp£ar; KarauKevauavrar; 
'8' ' 1: ' "'\ ' , a avara T'l}'> eaurwv oos7J' a7rOI\-t7retv V7rOfLV'I}-

J.LaTa. aA.A.a 7r€pt f..LEV TOVTWV Ta KaTa fLEpor; 
fLLKpov iJurepov aVa"fpa'tofL€V, 7r€pt S€ 'TOV 
7rOTafLOV cpvuewr; Kat TWV Karii xwpav 
lSuJJf..Larwv vvv SdgtfLev. 

32. '0 'Yap N €LAO<; cpeperat fLEV a7ro fLECT7JfLf3p£ar; 
' \ \ )I \ \ )f ' I €7r£ TYJV apKTOV, Ta<; 1r'l}"fa<; exwv €K 'T07rWV 
aoparwv, ot Ke'ivrat ECTXUT'IJ<; Ai8to7r{ar; KaTa 

EP'YJfLOV, a7rpou£rou xwpar; OVCT7J<; Sta 
2 rov KaVJ.Laro<; fLE"flCTTO<; S' &v rwv 

c'mavrwv 7rOTafLWV Kat 7rA€LCTT7JV Steguiw 
KafL7rd<; 7roteZrat fLE"faAa<;, 1ror€ fLEV E7rt n}v 

Kat 'Apaf3£av E7rtCTTpecpwv, 7rOTE S' 
€rrt Svutv Kat rr}v A t/3vryv EKKA.tvwv· cpeperat 
'YaP a1ro rwv AiBw7rtKwv opwv fLEXPL et<; 
BaA.arrav uraSta fLrLAlCTTa 7rW<; fLVpta 

3 Kat Stux£Xta uvv at<; 7rOte'irat KaJ1rra'ir;.2 Kara 
S€ rovr; v7roKarw ro1rour; uvureXA.erat ro'ir; O"fKOt<; 
ad fLaAAOV, a7rOCT7rWfLEVOV 'TOV p€VJ.LaTO<; E7r' 

4 afLcporepar; rar; l]1re£povr;. TWV o' 
fLEVWV fLEpwv TO fLEV elr; At/3V'I}V EKKAtVOV vcp' 

1 All MSS. except M read -rptaJ<ocrfwv, which has been 
deleted by every editor s_ince Dindorf. But U. Wilcken 
( Griechische Ostraka atts Agypten und Nnbicn, 1., pp. 489 f.) 
follows Ed. Meyer in feeling that -rp<aiCocrlwv is a corruption 
and makes a strong case for -rov-rwv, which I have 
adopted. 

2 7repie{A7J<Pe OE «al Ev a.b'TfiJ ICaTU. T'hv AUho1rlav 
l£A.\as TE 7rAElovs f.Llav eVp.ey€8'1], T1}v lwop.a(of.dJ"fJV Mepchw, 
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has remained no less down to our day.1 It is for this 
reason that, ac<X)rding to our historical accounts, 
the ancient kings of Egypt built great and marvel-
lous works with the aid of so many hands and left 
in them immortal monuments to their glory. But 
these matters we shall set forth in detail a little 
later ; now we shall tell of the nature of the river 
and the distinctive features of the country. 

32. The Nile flows from south to north, having its 
sources in regions which have never been seen, 
since they lie in the desert at the extremity of 
Ethiopia in a country that cannot be approached 
because of the excessive heat. Being as it is the 
largest of all rivers as well as the one which traverses 
the greatest territory, it forms great windings, now 
turning towards the east and Arabia, now bending 
back towards the west and Libya; for its course 
from the mountains of Ethiopia to where it empties 
into the sea is a distance, inclusive of its windings, 
of some twelve thousand stades. In its lower 
stretches it is more and more reduced in volume, 
as the flow is drawn off to the two continents.2 Of 
the streams which thus break off from it, those 
which turn off into Libya are swallowed up by the 

1 U. Wilcken (cp. critical note) feels that this sum for the 
population of. Egypt about the middle of first century 
B.C. is approximately correct. Josephus (Jew•sh War, 2. 385), 
writing a little more than a century later, gives the population 
as 7,500,000, exclusive of Alexandria. In Book 17. 52. 6 Dio· 
dorns says that the " free inhabitants " of that city numbered 
over 300,000. 

2 The earlier Greek writers made the Nile the dividing line 
between the continents of Asia and Africa. 

E11<o<T< llvoi'v cr-ralllwv lcr-rl -ro r}.aTo> added by C F from 
chap. 33. l. 
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llj.tj.tOV KaTa-rriveTab TO fJcWor;; exovG"YJ'i li-rrunov, 
TO o' elr;; , ApafJiav evavT{ror;; eluxeOJ.LEVOV d, 
TEAJ.LaTa -rraJ.LfLE"fE81J Kat A.iJ.Lvar;; eKTpe-rreTab f.LE"fa-

5 A.ar;; /Cat -rreptotKOVJ.LEVa<; "fEVEU£ -rro"l\"1\o'ir;;, elr;; oe 
Al'Yv-rrTov eJ.L/3aA.A.et Tfj J.LfV oe!Ca uTaOlrov, 

TV o' eA.aTTOV TOVTWV, OV/C e-rr' eu8e{ar;; cpepOJ.LEVO<;, 
£i"l\A.tt Kaj.t7rtt<; -rravTo£ar;; 7T"OlOVfL€VO<;' 7T"OTf j.tfV 
ryttp e"l\{TT€Tal 7rpo<; gw, 7T"OTE Of -rrpo<; 
f.u-rrepav, eun o' OT€ -rrpo<; fL€U1JJ.Lf3p£av, elr;; 

6 Tov-rrluw A.aJ.Lflavwv 7TaA.£ppotav. lJp"l 1 ap 
'f: f I I ,.. ,.. I "\. "\. \ e5 €/CaTepou fLEpOV<; TOV 7T"OTaj.LOV -rrap1J1C€£, 7T"0"-"1JV 
p.ev Tij<; -rrapa-rrOTaj.t{ar;; e-rrexovTa, Ol€bA1JfLfLEVa 

,/-' /: I 1 I • 
O€ 'f'apa"fr:,l ICaTa1Cp1JfLVOb<; G'T€V07rOpot<;, 0£<; 
eJ.L-rrt7TTov To pevp.a -rraA.tuuvTe'i Sta Tijr;; -rreota8or;;, 
Kat -rrpo<; fL€G"'T]j.t/3p{av ecp' t/CaVOV T07T"OV 
evex8ev -rra"l\tv e-rr£ KaTa cpvutv cpoptw 
a-rroKaBiuTaTat. 

7 T'T]Al/CaVTTJV o' exrov ev -rriiutv 0 
-rroTafLO'i ofJTor;; fLOvor;; TWV liA.A.wv livev j3[ar;; Kat 
IWJ.LaTfVOOV<; opj.tij<; pvutV 7T"Ol€tTa£, ev 

8 TOt<; ICaAOVfLEVOl<; ICaTapa!CTat<;. T07T"O<; "fap T[<; 
eun f.LTJIC€£ J.LEV OO<; OE/Ca G"TaUwv, ICaTaVT'T]'i of. /Cat 
1Cp1JfLVOt<; UV"f/CA€£0j.L€VO<; elr;; /l-rra<; 
o€ Tpaxvr;; /Cat cpapa"f"fW01J<;, en S€ -rrhpov<; exrov 
7T"VJCVOV<; Kat fLE"faA.ov<; eotJCOTa<; uJCo-rreA.ow Tov 
S€ pevp.aTO<; -rrept TOVTOV<; uxtsOJ.LEVOV /3tatoTepov 
JCat 7TOAAa1Cl<; Ota Ta<; e"f/CO-rra<; avaJCA.rop.evov 7r po<; 
evavTiav /CaTacf>opav uvviuTaVTa' o'ivab Bav-

9 J.Lacnai· -rriir;; o' 0 p.euatwv T07T"O<; U7T"O Tij<; 7TaA.tp-
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sand, which lies there to an incredible depth, while 
those which pour in the opposite direction into 
Arabia are diverted into immense fens and large 
marshes 1 on whose shores dwell many peoples. But 
where it enters Egypt it has a width of ten stades, 
sometimes less, and flows, not in a straight course, 
but in windings of every sort; for it twists now 
towards the east, now towards the west, and at 
times even towards the south, turning entirely bach. 
upon itself. For sharp hills extend along both sides 
of the river, which occupy much of the land border-
ing upon it and are cut through by precipitous 
ravines, in which are narrow defiles; and when it 
comes to these hills the stream rushes rapidly back-
ward through the level country,2 and after being 
borne southward over an area of considerable extent 
resumes once more its natural course. 

Distinguished as it is. in these respects above all 
other streams, the Nile is also the only river which 
makes its way without violence or onrushing waves, 
except at the cataracts, as they are called. This is 
a place which is only about ten stades in length, but 
has a steep descent and is shut in by precipices so 
as to form a narrow cleft, rugged in its entire length 
and ravine-like, full, moreover, of huge boulders 
which stand out of the water like peaks. And since 
the river is split about these boulders with great 
force and is often turned back so that it rushes in 
the opposite direction because of the obstacles, 
remarkable whirlpools are formed; the middle space, 
moreover, for its entire length is filled with foam 

1 Herodotus (2. 32) speaks of "large marshes" on the 
upper course of the Nile. 

2 i.e. the valley which lies between the hills. 
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po£ar; acppov T€ 7T"A.1JpDvTat Kat TOt._ 7rporrtOVUl 
p.eya"A.rJV 7Tapexerat Kaui7T Kai rytrp f] 
Kararpopa TOV 7T0Taf£0V OUT(l)" EG"TtV Kat 

10 (3iato-. wuTe OoKe'iv f£1JDEv (3f.A.ovr; Dtafj>f.petv. Kara 
o€ TOV NeiA.ov, TWV UK07TEA.rov 
KaTaKA-vtop.f.vrov Kat 7TaVTor; rov rpaxvvoVTo-. 
·riJ7Tov rrp rov pevp.aro<; Ka"A.v7Trop.evov, 
KaTa7TA.eovut p.f.v i-wer; KaTa Tov KaTapaKrov 
A.ap.(3ai!OVT€<; Jvavrtovr; TOV<; avf.p.ov-., ava7T"A-Ev-
uat o€ OV0€t<; ovvaTat, VlKWU1J" rf]-. TOV 7TOTaf£0V 

11 (3£a-. 7Tauav J.Tr£votav av8pro7TLV1JV. KarapaKTat 
p.ev ovv elut TOtoVTOl 7TA€Lovr;, fJ-E"flUTO._ o' o 7rpor; 
ro'i-. t-teBnp£ot<; rfj-. re Ka£ rl)-. Al"fV7TTOV. 

33. IIepteiA.'Y/cp€ 8' o TrOTafJ-O<; KaL Jv 
avrrp, KaTa p.€v rhv Al8t07TLUV a"A.A.ar; T€ 7T"A-ELOV<; 
Ka£ fJ-LalJ evp.eyf.B'Y/, TT)V ovop.atotJ-EV'Y/V MepO}]V, Jv 
V Ka£ TrO"A-tr; Jur!v TV 

avThv Kat-tf3vuov Kat BEfJ-EVOV rhv 
7TpOU1]"fOptav a7To Tfj<; ft'Y/TPO' aVTOV Mep01J'>· 

2 TaVT1JV o€ rip f£EV cpautv U7Tapxew 
Bvpeip 7Tapa7r"A-1JULav, Tip o€ f£€"fEBEt Tro"A-v 7TpOEXElV 
TWV a"A.A.wv V}JUIL'V TWV EV TOVTOt<; TOL> T07Totr;· TO 
p.€v 'Yap p.fjl(or; avri}r; etvat A..eyovut uraOLrov 
TptuxtA.iwv, TO o€ Tr"A-aTO<; Xt"A-twv. exew o' 
UVTTJV Ka£ 7TOA€£<; OVK oA.iyar;, wv E7TtcpaVEUTaTYJV 

3 U7TapxElV Mepo1JV. o€ rfjr; 
TOV 7T€ptKA.vtotJ-€VOV TrclVTa T07TOV a7TO f£EV Tfjr; 
.At{3VYJ<; BZva<; exovrar; &t-ttJ-OV p.€yeBor; Mptov, a7TO 
o€ ri]r; 'Apa(3£a-. KP1JftVOV> Kauppwyorar;. U7rap· 
XElV o' Jv av'Tfi Ka£ p.em"A.A.a xpvuov T€ Kat 
ap"fvpov Kat KaL xa"A.KOV' 7rpor; DE TOV-
TOl<; exetv Tr"A-i;Bor; J(3€vov, A..tBwv T€ 7To"A.vTEA.wv 
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made by the backward rush of the water, and strikes 
those who approach it with great terror. And, in 
fact, the descent of the river is so swift and violent 
that it appears to the eye like the very rush of an 
arrow. During the flood-time of the Nile, when the 
peaked rocks are covered and the entire rapids are 
hidden by the large volume of the water, some men 
descend the cataract when they find the winds 
against them,1 but no man can make his way up it, 
since the force of the river overcomes every human 
device. Now there are still other cataracts of this 
nature, but the largest is the one on the border 
between Ethiopia and Egypt. 

33. The Nile also embraces islands within its 
waters, of which there are many in Ethiopia and 
one of considerable extent called Meroe, on which 
there also lies a famous city bearing the same name 
as the island, which was founded by Cambyses and 
named by him after his mother Meroe. This island, 
they say, has the shape of a long shield and in size 
far surpasses the other islands in these parts ; for 
they state that it is three thousand stades long and 
a thousand wide. It also- contains not a few cities, 
the most famous of which is Meroe. Extending 
the entire length of the island where it is washed 
by the river there are, on the side towards Libya, 
dunes containing an infinite amount of sand, and, on 
the side towards Arabia, rugged cliffs. There are 
also to be found in it mines of gold, silver, iron, and 
copper, and it contains in addition much ebony and 

1 i.e. and so are able to check their speed by using the sails. 
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4 ryev1J 71'avroOa71'a. Ka86"Aov 
... ' ' "' ' ) ' ' 7TOLEW TOV 71'0Ta/-LOII W!TTE JL'IJ 

pao/(1),. 7rurrf!vcrat' x(i)pt''> 7dp rdiv 7rcptKJ,v(o-
,, ' ' " " ' A '" \ "" " JL€11WII T071'WII Ell T(f> tcar.OV/-LEV(f> 

7rA.eiovc; rwv E71'Ta/Col1'iwv, wv rds 
JLEV tJ71'o Al8to71'wv E71'avr"AovJLeVM ryewp'YeiiJ'8at 
/CE"fXPfP• ras V7rapxe£V IJcpewv Kat 
tcvvotcecpaA.wv teal, ltA.A.wv 81]piwv 71'avroOa71'wv, teat 
Ottt TOVTO a7Tpo11'irovc; elvat 

5 '0 o' ovv Kara Atryv7TTOV 
7TA.etw fLEP'IJ 7TO£€t TO KaA-OVf£€11011 a7TO 

6 TOV Ae"Ara. TOVTOV fLEV 
7TAevpas Kararypacpet ra reA.evraia TWII pevj-La-
TWV, of. /3aiJ'tll ava71'A1Jp0t TO O€XO/-LEVOII 

7 EK/3oA.a<; TOV 7T'OTafLOV. €gi'1]11'£ o' 
8aA.arrav €7T'ra IJ'rot-taiJ'tv, wv ro 

€w KEKAt/-Levov Kat 7Tpwrov tcaA.eirat Il7]A.ov-
IJ'tadv, ro oevrepov TavtrtKov, e'lra Mevo+ 
IJ'toV teat <ParvtrtKOV Kat "i.e/3evvvTttc6v, €n 
Bo"A/3iTtvov, teat re"Aevra'iov Kavw{3ttcov, o 

8 'HpaKA€WTlKOV OVOfLcl,OVIJ'tv. eiJ'Tt oe Kat erepa 
IJ'TO}-Lara XEtp07I'O[TJra, 7T€pt WV OVOEV KaT€71'€i"f€£ 

f ,/.. , ,/..' ' f 1:'' ,, ' 1:' rypa't'etll. e'l' EKa!TT(f> oe TETEtXtiJ'Tat otat-
pOVfLEV'IJ rip 7TOTat£ip Kal KafJ' EKarepov 

sevry}-LaiJ't Kat EVKaipot<; Otet-
A.1Jt£!-L€V'I}. a7TO oe TOV II TJA.OVIJ'taKOV 
Otwpvg EIJ'Tt xetp07I'Oi'I]TO<; TOV , Apa{3tov 

9 KOA7T'OV Kat 'EpvfJpav 8aA.arrav. TaVT1]V o' 
€7re/3aA.ero 7Tpwroc; Karal1'tcwasetv o 
'JI'a!-Lt£7Jrixov, 1-Lera rovrov o 
Kat 7TpOKo'fra<; TO reA.evraiov 
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every kind of precious stone. Speaking generally, 
the river forms so many islands that the report of 
them can scarcely be credited; for, apart from the 
regions surrounded by water in what is called the 
Delta, there are more than seven hundred other 
islands, of which some are irrigated by the Ethiopians 
and planted with millet, though others are so overrun 
by snakes and dog-faced baboons 1 and other animals 
of every kind that human beings cannot set foot 
upon them. 

Now where the Nile in its course through Egypt 
divides into several streams it forms the region 
which is called from its shape the Delta. The 
two sides of the Delta are described by the outer-
most branches, while its base is formed by the 
sea which receives the discharge from the several 
outlets of the river. It empties into the sea in 
seven mouths, of which the first, beginning at the 
east, is called the Pelusiac, the second the Tanitic, 
then the Mendesian, Phatnitic, and Sebennytic, then 
the Bolbitine, and finally the Canopic, which is 
called by some the Heracleotic. There are also 
other mouths, built by the hand of man, about which 
there is no special need to write. At each mouth 
is a walled city, which is divided into two parts by 
the river and provided on each side of the month 
with pontoon bridges and guard-houses at suitable 
points. From the Pelusiac mouth there is an arti-
ficial canal to the Arabian Gulf and the Red Sea. 
The first to undertake the construction of this was 
Necho the son of Psammetichus, and after him 
Darius the Persian made progress with the work for 

1 These are described in Book .3. 35. 
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10 elaCTEV aurhv aCTUVTEA€CTTOV" EOd)aX(}lJ ryap lJ'TT'O 
f'f <::'- 't: , , e , ,, , "' T£V(IJII OT£ owpu,a<; TOV £CT fl-OV atT£0<; €CTTa£ TOU 

KaraKAvCTOijvat rhv Ar'Yu7T'rov· f.t€T€ropor€pav ryap 
a7T'€O€iKVVOV l.mapx€£V rijr; Al"fll7T'TOU rhv , Epu-

11 (} pav OaA.arrav. VCTT€pov o€ 0 0€VT€po<; IT TOA€-
p,a'ior; CTUV€Tb..€CT€V Kara TOV E7T'£Kat-

, I ' I I ...f..."'\ I poraTOV T07T'OV Ef.t'YJXaVryCTaTo T£ '1'£1\.0TEXVOV 
ouicppa"fp,a. TOVTO o' 07T'OT€ /3ovAO£TO 
Ota7TA.€UCTaL, raxero<; miA.w CTVVEKA.€£€V, €V-

12 CTToxro<; EKA.ap,/3avop,EV7]<; rij<; xpdar;. 0 o€ Ota 
rijr; Otwpvxor; TaVT7]<; perov 7T'OTaf.tO<; ovop,at€Ta£ 
p,€v a7T'O TOV KaTaCTK€UaCTavro<; IT 
o€ rij<; EK/3oA.ijr; 7T'OA£V exf£ rhv 7TpOCTa"fOp€VOf.tEV7]V 
'AputvorJV. 

34. To 8' ovv !1€A.ra rfi '!tKeA.iq r(jl 
!mapxov rwv 11-f.v 1rA.evpwv f.Kar€pav 

fX€£ CTTaOirov E7T'TaKoCTirov rhv o€ 
/3aCTtV OaA.aTTTJ uraoirov X£AL(I)V 

2 rptaKoCT£rov. Of VijCTo<; aUT'YJ 7T'OA.Aat<; 
ouvpug£ Ot€iA1)7TTa£ Kal xwpav 
7rept€x€t KaA.A.tur7Jv riJ• Al7 v7T'rou. 
CTror; 7ap ovCTa Kal Karappuror; 7roA.A.our; Kal 

\ , ,1. I I "' \ "' 7TaVTOOa7T'OV<; €K'I'€p€t Kap7rOU<;, TOU 
Ota rhv Kar' fTO<; ava/3auw veap(w lA.vv a€l , "'' . e , , " Karaxeovro<;, rrov o av pro1rwv pqotro<; a7T'aCTav 
apowovrwv Ota TLVO<; E7T'€VOIJCT€ p,€v 

1 Necho reigned from 609 to 593 B.o., Darius from 521 to 
485 B.O. 

2 This canal, not to be confused with the Suez Canal, left 
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a time but finally left it unfinished; 1 for he was 
informed by certain persons that if he dug through 
the neck of land he would be responsible for the 
submergence of Egypt, for they pointed out to him 
that Red Sea was higher than Egypt.2 At a 
later hme the second Ptolemy completed it and in 285-246 

the most suitable spot constructed an ingenious s.o. 
kind of a lock. This he opened, whenever he wished 
to pass through, and quickly closed again, a con-
trivance which usage proved to be highly successful. 
The river which flows through this canal is named 
Ptolemy, after the builder of it, and has at its mouth 
the city called Arsinoe. 

34. The Delta is much like Sicily in shape, and 
its sides are each seven hundred and fifty stades 
long and its base, where it is washed by the sea, 
thirteen hundred stades. This island is intersected 
by many artificial canals and includes the fairest 
land in Egypt. For since it is alluvial soil and well 
watered, it produces many crops of every kind, 
inasmuch as the river by its annual rise regularly 
deposits on it fresh slime, and the inhabitants easily 
irrigate its whole area by means of a contrivance 

the Nile a little above Bubastis, followed the Wadi Tumilat 
to the Bitter Lakes, and then turned south, along the course of 
the present canal, to the Red Sea. Its construction has been 
placed as far back as the 19th and even the 12th Dynasty. At 
any rate, it was again put in operation by Darius, as is clear from 
the inscription on the best· preserved of the five stelae discovered: 
"I am a Persian. From Persia I captured Egypt. I commanded 
this canal to be built from the Nile, which flows in Egypt, to 
the Sea which comes from Persia. So was this canal built, 
as. I had commanded, and ships passed from Egypt through 
this canal to Persia, as was my purpose" (translation in R. \V. 
Rogers, History of Ancient Persia, p. 120). Remains show that 
it was about 150 feet wide and 16 to 17 feet deep. 
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o oz'ofuiserat S€ £i7l o rov 

3 llpaet"av S€ rov NelA.ou TfJV pvuw 
ryi}v 7ravroDa7r7]v 

gn S€ tcaTd. TOV<; tcolft.our; ft.tftl!(LSOVTO<;, 
4 [A.'I} rylverat r.apcpopa. plsat ryap ev 

cpvovrat 7TavroOa7Tat Tfi ryevuet 1Cap7rwv 
"auA.wv louisouuat 1roA.A.d. uuftfJaA.A.o-
11-evat TOt<; a7ropot<; TWV avBpdJ7TwV !Cat TOt<; 

5 au8evf.ut avrap!Cetav. ov ryap fi'OVOV 
!Cat .,.aut rot<; 

ETOifta<; /Cat oattA.Et<;, aXA.d. /Cat TWV (f;li.A.wv TWV 
TO siJv ava'Y!Caiwv OVIC oft.i'Ya fJo?JB+ 

6 ftaTa' re ryd.p cpverat €' oo ICaTa-
u/Cwasouutv oi !Car' Atryv7TTOV 
f/C7T A7Jpovv TOV CTWfl-aTO<; evoetav, TO 
'T€ !Ct{Jwptov umipxov TOV 

7 ICaft.oVftEVOV Alryv7TTtOV ICVaftOV. eun S€ /Cat 
ryf.v'1 7TA.e£ova, rovTwv at' 11-ev ovoftasJ-

f-Levat 7repuatat 1Cap7TOV Otacpopov exouut TV 
ryft.u!CVT'T}Tt, €!; iJ7To 
IIepuwv Tov cpuTov "aO' ()v !Catpov Kaftf3Vu7J'> 

8 €tcpaT'7CT€V e!Ceivwv TWV T07T"WV' TWV OE CTU!Caftivwv 
ai ftEV TOV TWV f.Lopwv 1Cap7ToV cpt!pouutv, ai oe TOV 
TOt<; Eftcpepi}, 7rap' (}ft.ov uxeoov TOV Jvt-
aurov aV'TOV c/JUOftEVOV UUftfJaivet 

9 ETOift'I}V exetv rd. os (3ara 
ICaft.OUf-L€Va 1 uuvaryerat ftEV tcaTa a7rOXWP'1UtV 

1 after deleted by Dindorf. 

1 According to the description of Vitruvius ( 10. 6) this was a 
screw with spiral channels, "like those of a snail shell," which 
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which was invented by Archimedes of Syracuse and 
is called, after its shape, a screw.l 

Since the Nile has a gentle current, carries down 
a great quantity of all kinds of earth, and, further-
more, gathers in stagnant pools in low places, 
marshes are formed which abound in every kind of 
plant. For tubers of every flavour grow in them 
and fruits and vegetables which grow on stalks, 
of a nature peculiar to the country, supplying an 
abundance sufficient to render the poor and the sick 
among the inhabitants self-sustaining. For not only 
do they afford a varied diet, ready at hand and 
abundant for all who need it, but they also furnish 
not a few of the other things which contribute to 
the necessities of life; the lotus, for instance, grows 
in great profusion, and from it the Egyptians make 
a bread which is able to satisfy the physical needs 
of the body, and the ciborium, which is found in great 
abundance, bears what is called the " Egyptian " 
bean.2 There are also many kinds of trees, of which 
that called persea,3 which was introduced from 
Ethiopia by the Persians when Cambyses conquered 
those regions, has an unusually sweet fruit, while 
of the fig-mulberry 4 trees one kind bears the black 
mulberry and another a fruit resembling the fig; 
and since the latter produces throughout almost the 
whole year, the result is that the poor have a ready 
source to turn to in their need. The fruit called 
the blackberry is picked at the time the river is 

turned within a wooden shaft. It was worked by man-power 
and did not raise the water so high as did the water-wheel. 

2 The N elumbium speciosum; cp. Theophrastus, Enquiry 
into Plants, 4. 8. 7 (tr. by Hort in L.O.L.). 

3 The Mimusops Schimperi; cp. Theophrastus, ibid. 4. 2. 5. 
• The Ficus Sycamorus; cp. Theophrastus, ibid. 6. 6. 4. 
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TOV 7r0TafLOU, DtlL oe "fAVICIJTr}Ta TfJ<; 

alnwv Jv fLEpet KaTavaA.icrKeTat. 
10 oe Kat EIC TWV 1Cpt8wv Alryv7rTlOI 

7rOfLa A€t7rOfL€VOV ou 7rOAu TfJ<; 7r€pt Tov olvov 
11 euwUa<;, KaA.oucrt t;veo<;. XPWVTat De Kat 7rpo<; 

TWIJ A.uxvwv JCaucrtv JmxeoVT€<; aVT' eA.aiov 
TO a7ro8"?1.t/30fL€VOV eK TtVO<; cpvTOU, 7rpocraryopwo-
fL€VOV oe KiKt. 7rOAAlL De Kat &A.A.a TlL OVVtlfLEVa 
Tll<; avaryKa{a<; xpe[a<; 7rapexecr(}at TOt<; tiv8pomot<; 
oa,Yt!l.f] cpueTat KaTll AtryV7rTOV, V7rep wv 

\ <11, " I,/.. fLaKpov av €VYJ rypa't'etv. 
35. <8J'T}p£a o' 0 Ne'iil.o<; Tpecpet 7rOAAlL fLfV Kat 

/1A.A.a Tat<; loeat<; ouo oe ouicpopa, 
Tov T€ JCpoJCo8etA.ov JCat Tov KaA.ovfLevov t7r7rov. 

2 TovTwv 8' o fLEV JCpoKo8etA.o<; €' JA.axicrTov ryivemt 
fLf.rytcrTo<;, w<; &v o/il fLEV TOU TOvTou TiKTOVTO<; 
Tot<; X7Jveiot<; Tou 8'€ ryevv'Y}eevTo<; 

'f: I 1 I'\ f 11;.' \ 1 
3 aUsOfL€VOV fLEXpt 7r1JXWV €KKatoeKa. Kat f-La1Cpo-

j3tov fLEV Jcrnv ru<; KaT' &v8pw7rov, ryA.wTTav De 
OUIC exet. TO De U"Wf-La 8aufLacrTW<; V7ro Tij<; 
cpvcrew<; wxupwTal' TO fLEV ryap oepf-La aUTOU 7rav 
cpoA.tDwTov ecrTt Kat Tfi crKA7JpOT'YJTt Otacpopov, 
OOOVT€<; 8' Jg afLcpOTepwv TWV fL€pwv imdpxovcrt 
7rOA!I.ot, SUo oe oi xauA.toOOVT€<; 'TT'OAU Tip fLEry€8et 

4 TWV &A.A.wv OtaAAaTTOVT€<;. crap!Corparye'i o' ou 
fLOVOV av8pomou<;, aA.A.a Kat TWIJ &A.A.wv TWV €7rt 
TTJ<; ryij<; Ta Tip 7rOTafLip. 
JCat TlL fLEV 7rOt€t aDpa Kat XaA€7ra, 

W f: I \ \ () \ TOl<; 0 OVVst O€tVW<; U"7rapaTT€t, Kat TO otatp€ €V 

Tij<; (J ap!CO<; 7raVTEAW<; oucriaTov. 
5 €87JpeveTo 8€ mum Ta To f-Lev 7raA.acov imo 

TWV Alryv7r'Tlwv aryKiuTpot<; exoucrtv e7rtOeoeA.eacr-
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receding and by reason of its natural sweetness is 
eaten as a dessert. The Egyptians also make a 
drink out of barley which they call zythos, the bou-
quet of which is not much inferior to that of wine. 
Into their lamps they pour for lighting purposes, 
not the oil of the olive, but a kind which is extracted 
from a plant and called kiki.1 Many other plants, 
capable of supplying men with the necessities of 
life, grow in Egypt in great abundance, but it would 
be a long task to tell about them. 

35. As for animals, the Nile breeds many of 
peculiar form, and two which surpass the others, 
the crocodile and what is called the " horse." 2 Of 
these animals the crocodile grows to be the largest 
from the smallest beginning, since this animal lays 
eggs about the size of those of a goose, but after 
the young is hatched it grows to be as long as six-
teen cubits. It is as long-lived as man, and has no 
tongue. The body of the animal is wondrously 
protected by nature; for its skin is covered all over 
with scales and is remarkably hard, and there are 
many teeth in both jaws, two being tusks, much 
larger than the rest. It devours the flesh not only 
of men but also of any land animal which approaches 
the river. The bites which it makes are huge and 
severe and it lacerates terribly with its claws, and 
whatever part of the flesh it tears it renders alto-
gether difficult to heal. In early times the Egyptians 
used to catch these beasts with hooks baited with 

1 Castor-oil. 
2 Called by the Greeks also hippopotamos, " horse of the 

river," and " horse of the Nile." 
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!iEva<; velar; uapKar;, iJuTepov oe 7rOTE p.ev OtKTlJOt<; 
7raX,EUtV OOU7repel 'Ttve<; lxOvr;, 7rOTE o' f.p.{3oA.iot<; 
UtO'Y]po'ir; E/C 'TWV a/Ca'Troil 'TVTr'TOp.eva uvvexwr; elr; 

6 7rA.ij8or; o' ahwv ap.v81]TOV EU'Tt 
I \ \ \ \ I 

KaTa Te Tov 7rOTa}J.OV Kat Tar; 7rapaKetp.evar; 
A.ip.va<;, 00<; av 7roA.vryovrov Te OV'TCI>V U7raviror; 
U'TrO 'TWV avOpamrov avatpovp.Evrov· 'TWV p.ev 

\ J I ,.. "'\. I I I ' ryap ery')(,roptrov Tot<; 7r"'E£UTOt<; VO/-ttp.ov eunv ror; 
Oeov ue{3eu8at 'TOV KpOKOOetA.ov, TO'i<; o' aA.:\o-
..1.. ,, - ., "' , , • e, ... . 
"f' V'"'t<; a"'VUt'Tf!"''YJ'! f!U'TtV 1] 1Jpa 7raV'Tf!"'CI><;, OV/C 

7 f.oro0£p.ov Tf}<; uapKO<;. a:\:\' f5p.ro<; 'TOV 
TovTov cpvop.Evov KaTd. Twv av8pamrov 

1] cpvutr; KaTetrKf!vauf! p.erya o ryap 
KaA.ovp.evor; lxvevp.rov, &v p.tKprp 
Kvvi, 1rept Ep'X,f!Tat Td. Twv KpoKooeiA.rov ,pa uvv-
Tp{(3rov, TiKTOVTO<; 'TOV 7rapd_ 'TOV 7rOTap.ov, 

TO Oavp.autwTaTov, KaTeuOlrov 
wcpeA.ovp.evo<; ovoev OtanA.e'i nva XPfiiav 
Kal KaT1}VaryKaup.Ev'I'}V f.veprywv f!l<; av8pw7rroV 
evf!pryf!uiav. 

8 '0 Oe Ka:\ovp.€110<; r7r7rO<; Trp p.erye8et p.EV EUTlV 
OV/C EAU'T'TCI>V 7r'I'JXWV TrEV'Tf!, 'T€Tpa7rOV<; o' &v 
oix'T]AO<; 7rapa7rA'I'}triror; To'ir; (3ovul 'TOV<; xavXto-
OOVTa<; ;xe£ 'TWV aryplrov vwv, Tpe'ir; 
ap.cpoTEprov 'TWV p.epwv, fJJTa oe Ka2 KEpKOV Kal 

r'IT'Irtp 1rapep.cpepfj, To o' l5Xov KVTO<; Tov 
uwp.aTO<; OV/C avop.otov f.A.ecpavn, Kal oepp.a 

9 TravTrov uxf!oov Twv 81Jplrov luxvpoTaTov. TroTa-
p.tov oe 1 V7rapxov Kal Td.<; p.ev 
f.v To'ir; iJoaut 1rote'i KaTd. {3a8ovr;, 
Tar; oe VV/C'Ta<; E7Tl Tfj<; xwpar; /CaTavEp.eTat 'TOV 'l'e 
tr'iToV Kal 'TOV XOPTOV, -lf1trTf! el TrOAVTf!ICVOV 
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the flesh of pigs, but since then they have hunted 
them sometimes with heavy nets, as they catch 
some kinds of fish, and sometimes from their boats 
with iron spears which they strike repeatedly into 
the head. The multitude of them in the river and 
the adjacent marshes is beyond telling, since they 
are prolific and are seldom slain by the inhabitants ; 
for it is the custom of most of the natives of Egypt 
to worship the crocodile as a god, while for foreigners 
there is no profit whatsoever in the hunting of them 
since their flesh is not edible. But against this 
multitude's increasing and menacing the inhabitants 
nature has devised a great help; for the animal 
called the ichneumon, which is about the size of a 
small dog, goes about breaking the eggs of the 
crocodiles, since the animal lays them on the banks 
of the river, and-what is most astonishing of all-
without eating them or profiting in any way it con-
tinually performs a service which, in a sense, has 
been prescribed by nature and forced upon the 
animal for the benefit of men. 

The animal called the " horse " is not less than 
five cubits high, and is four-footed and cloven-hoofed 
like the ox; it has tusks larger than those of the wild 
boar, three on each side, and ears and tail and a 
cry somewhat like those of the horse ; but the trunk 
of its body, as a whole, is not unlike that of the 
elephant, and its skin is the toughest of almost any 
beast's. Being a river and land animal, it spends 
the day in the streams exercising in the deep water, 
while at night it forages about the countryside on 
the grain and hay, so that, if this animal were 

1 Dindorf : 'Ydp. 
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TOVTO TO t;ipov Ka£ KaT' evtauTov gTtKTev, €A.u-
' +. t"\ .... ' ' \ f.LO.W€T av 01\.00"Xepw<; TU<; TO.<; /CUT 

10 At"fU'TrTOV. aA.[O"IC€Tat S€ Ka£ TOVTO 7TOA.uxnpiq 
TWV TU7TTOVTWV To'i<; O"tD7Jpo'i<; Ef.L/3oA.[ot<;' 07TOU 

\ </1. ,I.., ,.. I ' ' ) \ "\. ,.. \ 
"fap aV 

1 
'I'UV?J, O"UVU"fOUO"lV 

1
€7T aUTO" 

7TeptO"TaVTE<; /CaTaTpauf.LaTLl;ouO"tv W0"7Tep 
ICO'Tf€VO"tv E7T£ UtD1]pO'i<; a"/KiuTpot<;, ere· €v£ TWV 
Ef.L7TU"fEVTWV EVa'TfTOVT€<; apxas CTTU7T7riva<; a</JtaO"t, , .. " "' , "t f.LEXpt av OTOU 7Tapai\.V ?J "f€VOf.L€VOV €r,Ulf.LOV, 

ll f.LEV ovv uap!Ca UICA7JpCtv exec Ka£ SVu7T€7TTOV, 
TWV s· gVT00"8ev ovoev EDWOlf.LOV, OUT€ U7TAayxvov 
ouT' E"fiCoiA.wv. 

36. Xc.•pt<; S€ TWV elp'l]f.LEVWV 81)piwv o Ne'iA.o<; 
)/ ,.. I ' 8 / ' ' ' A"'(} 7TUVTOlc: l{( VWV1 /Cat TO '; 1) 

a'TftCTTa' TOt<; "/ap E"fXWptot<; OU f.LOVOV €/C TWV 
7TpoO"</JaTw<; aAtO"ICOf.LEVWV 7rap€xeTat SaycA.ij 
am)l\aVO"tV, a/\1\a /Cat 7TI\ij8o<; el<; Tapcxeiav 

2 aviT)UW aVEICA€L7TTOV. KaBol\ou S€ TaL<; el<; av-
e pw7TOU<; evep"feUiac<; V7r€pj3al\l\et 7TUVTa<; TOU<; 
/CaTa olKOVf.LEV'YJV 7TOTUf.LOU<;. Tij<; ryap 7TA7Jpw-
U€W<; a7To 8eptvwv 7p07rWV 7TOWVf.LeVO<; 
augemt f.LEV f.LEXP£ Try<; lU1]f.LEp[a<; Tij<; f.L€T07rWptvij<;, 
E'Tfarywv o' aet v€av ll\uv j3pexet 'YfJv Of.LOLW<; 

7€ /Cat U7TOptf.LOV Ka£ </JVTEVCTlf.LOV 
TOUOVTOV xpovov ouov liv oi "fEWP"fOVVTE<; , ·e , , , 3 xwpav € €A7JUWUt, TOV "fap UOUTO<; 7Tpaew<; 
</JepOf.LEVOU paDLw<; a7TOTpE7TOUUtV avTOV f.Lt!Cpo'i<; 

I \' I 1 ! ) "" ,.. 

XWf.LUUl, /Cat 7TUAtV €7TU"f0VUIV euxepw<; TaUTa 
4 DtatpOVVT€<;, chav Sogv UUf.L<J>€petv. KaBo'Aou Se 

TouauTTJV TO'i<; f.LEV gp"/ot<; evKo7riav 7Tap€xeTat, 
TOi<; s· av8pw7TO£<; AUUtTEA€tav, WO"T€ TOU<; f.LEV 
7TA€iUTOV<; TWV "f€WP"fWV TOL<; avag1JpatVOf.LEVOt<; 
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prolific and reproduced each year, it would entirely 
destroy the farms of Egypt. But even it is caught by 
the united work of many men who strike it with iron 
spears; for whenever it appears they converge their 
boats upon it, and gathering about it wound it 
repeatedly with a kind of chisel fitted with iron 
barbs,1 and then, fastening the end of a rope of tow 
to one of them which has become imbedded in the 
animal, they let it go until it dies from loss of blood. 
Its meat is tough and hard to digest and none of 
its inward parts is ·edible, neither the viscera 2 nor 
the intestines. 

36. Beside the beasts above mentioned the Nile 
contains every variety of fish and in numbers beyond 
belief; for it supplies the natives not only with 
abundant subsistence from the fish freshly caught, 
but it also yields an unfailing multitude for salting. 
Speaking generally, we may say that the Nile 
surpasses all the rivers of the inhabited world in 
its benefactions to mankind. For, beginning to 
rise at the summer solstice, it increases in volume 
until the autumnal equinox, and, since it is bring-
ing down fresh mud all the time, it soaks both 
the fallow land and the seed land as well as the 
orchard land for so long a time as the farmers 
may wish. For since the water comes with a gentle 
flow, they easily divert the river from their fields 
by small dams of earth, and then, by cutting these, 
as easily let the river in again upon the land when-
ever they think this to be advantageous. And in 
general the Nile contributes so greatly to the lighten-
ing of labour as well as to the profit of the inhabi-
tants, that the majority of the farmers, as they 

1 i.e. a harpoon. 2 i.e. the heart, li-ver, lungs, kidneys. 
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Kal 'TO U7repp,a 
hra'Yetv Ta Kat 

I \ I ft I ,., p,e'Ta 1J 7r€V'Te 
a7T'av'Tav E7rt 'TOV Beptup,ov, o€ 

emcf>avetav 
lwatpe'iuBat 'TWV 

Kap7rWV xwpls Kat 
5 'Yap 1raua 'Yewp'Y[a 1rapa p,ev 

eOveut }L€'Ta JL€"faAWV avaXwp,aTWV Kat 'TaXat-
7rWptwv 0WtK€t'Tat, 7rapa o' 

Kat UU"fKOJLLS€Tat. 
" ' "\ ',/.. . ' ' "' ' "' 1J 'T€ apoeUOf£€V1J oa 'f' tl\.€tav 

6 OtVOU 7rapaUK€Uaset. oi OE xep-
U€V€tV xwpav E7T'tK€KAUUJLEV1JV 
Kal. }L1]AO{JOTOV Ota 'TO 

ols 'T€KOV'Ta Kat a7roKapevTa 
Ta 7rpo{Ja'Ta KUp7rOVV'Tat. 

7 To o€ '"flVOJL€VOV 7repl avdfJautv 'TOV NeiXou 
}LEV iSovut Oaup,au'TOV cpaiveTat, o' 

aKovuaut l:t7rtU'TOV. 'TWV 'Yap aXXwv 
7rOTap,wv a7raVTWV 7rep't 
eAa'T'TOUJLEVWV Kat KaTa 'TOV xpovov TOV 

ael p,aXXov Ta7r€tVOUJLEVWV, 
'TOT€ 1 Xaf36>v E7rt 

,, 1: (}' ' ' " ' "\ 'TOUOUTOV aur,;€Tat Ka 1J}L€pav WUTE TO T€1\.€UTatOV 
8 7rauav uxeoov E7rlKAvsetv Tf)V At'YU7TTOV. 

oe 7raA.tv 'Tovvav'Tiov p,eTa{JaX6Jv 2 'TO!' fuov 

1 Tf)V omitted by F, Bekker, Dindorf. 
8 p.<Ta{3d"A."A.Oiv AB, Bekker, Dindorf. 
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begin work upon the areas of the land which are 
becoming dry, merely scatter their seed, turn their 
herds and flocks in on the fields, and after they have 
used these for trampling the seed in return after 
four or five months to harvest it; 1 while some, 
applying light ploughs to the land, turn over no 
more than the surface of the soil after its wetting 
and then gather great heaps of grain without much 
expense or exertion. For, generally speaking, every 
kind of field labour among other peoples entails 
great expense and toil, but among the Egyptians 
alone is the harvest gathered in with very slight 
outlay of money and labour. Also the land planted 
with the vine, being irrigated as are the other fields, 
yields an abundant supply of wine to the natives. 
And those who allow the land, after it has been 
inundated, to lie uncultivated and give it over to 
the flocks to graze upon, are rewarded with flocks 
which, because of the rich pasturage, lamb twice 
and are twice shorn every year.2 

The rise of the Nile is a phenomenon which 
appears wonderful enough to those who have wit-
nessed it, but to those who have only heard of it, 
quite incredible. For while all other rivers begin 
to fall at the summer solstice and grow steadily lower 
and lower during the course of the following summer, 
this one alone begins to rise at that time and in-
creases so greatly in volume day by day that it 
finally overflows practically all Egypt. And in like 
manner it afterwards follows precisely the opposite 

1 A monument of the Old Kingdom represents sheep 
treading in the seed (the reproduction a ppeats in J. H. Breasted, 
A History of Egypt, p. 92). 

8 Cp. the Odyssey 4. 86. 
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xpovov /CaB' f/C TOV KaT' o"Ai"fOV TU7r€lVOV-
Tat, av el<; acpiK'TJTal 

Kat Try<; fLEV xwpa<; OVIY'TJ'> m;8taOo<;, TWV 
8€ 7roA.ewv Kat Twv KWfLWV, €n 8€ Twv a"fpOtKtrov 

I ' \ f I f I "'" /C€lfL€VWV €7rl xetp07r0l7JTWV XWfLUTWV, 7] 7rpouo 'I' t<; 
9 OfLOia "fLV€Tal Tat<; KVKAarYt TWV 8€ xep-

uaiwv B'TJpiwv Ta 1roA.A.a fLEV v1ro Tou 7rOTafLou 
8tacp8eipemt {3a7rTlS0fL€Va, nva 8' 

el> Tov<; eKcpeu'YovTa To-rrov<; 8tauw-
semt, Ta 8€ /CaTa TOV Tfj<; avaf]arY€(1)') 

f , ,.. I \ ,.. ' I 
XPOVOV €V Tat<; KWfLal<; /Cat Tat<; U"fpOt/Ctat<; Ota-

auTot> Tf]> Tpo-
10 cpi]>. ol 8' oxA.ot 7raVTa TOV Ti]> 7rA7JPWIY€W<; 

XPOVOV Tr;JV fP"fWV el<; aveutv Tpe-
,.. f I \ I ,.. 

7rOVTat, UVV€XW'> €!YTlWfL€VOt /CUt 7raVTWV TWV 
7rpo<; aV7JKDVTWV CtV€fL7r08trYTW<; U'TrOAau-

11 OVT€<;. 8ta 8€ U"fWViav Thv f/C Ti]> avafJauew<; 
TOV 7roTafLOV KaTEuKevauTat Net"Ao-
rYIW7rEtov V7r0 TWV €v Tfj M€f-Lcp€t' ev 
TOVTW 8€ avafJautv aKptfJw> fKf£€TpOVVT€<; ol 

' ' , ' , 'I: ,.., ... T7JV TOVTOV otoLK'TJ!YlV EXOVTE<; e,.n7rorYT€t\.J\.OVUtv 
el<; Ta<; 7rOAEL'> €-rrtuToA.Js, StauacpovvTe<; 7rouov<; 

SaKTVAOV<; avaf3efJ7JH.€V 0 7rOTafLOS' . Kat 
7roT€ Thv apxhv 7r€7r0L'Y)Tat Ti]<; €">-.aTTW!Y€(1)<;, 

12 Sta 8€ Tov TowvTov Tpo1rov Ti]> fLEV a'Ywvia> 
a7rOAV€Tat 1ra<; o "Aao<;, 7rV00fL€VO<; Try<; 
U€00<; el<; TouvavTiov TO 8€ 7r A.i]Oo<; 
TWV erYOfLEVWV Kap7rWV eUBv<; li'TravTS<; 7rp0€7r€"fVW-
Kautv, eK 7r0AAWV xpovwv Tf]<; 
TaVT'Y}<; 7rapil TOt<; Al"fV'TrTiot<; a!CptfJw<; aVa"fE-

• 
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course and for an equal length of time gradually 
falls each day, until it has returned to its former 
level. And since the land is a level plain, while the 
cities and villages, as well as the farm-houses, lie 
on artificial mounds, the scene comes to resemble 
the Cyclades Islands.1 The wild land animals for 
the larger part are cut off by the river and perish in 
its waters, but a few escape by fleeing to higher 
ground; the herds and flocks, however, are main-
tained at the time of the flood in the villages and 
farm-houses, where fodder is stored up for them in 
advance. The masses of the people, being relieved 
of their labours during the entire time of the in-
undation, turn to recreation, feasting all the while 
and enjoying 'hithout hindrance every device of 
pleasure. And because of the anxiety occasioned 
by the rise of the river the kings have constructed 
a Nilometer 2 at Memphis, where those who are 
charged with the administration of it accurately 
measure the rise and despatch messages to the 
cities, and inform them exactly how many cubits or 
fingers the river has risen and when it has commenced 
to fall. In this manner the entire nation, when it 
has learned that the river has ceased rising and 
begun to fall, is relieved of its anxiety, while at the 
same time all immediately know in advance how 
large the next harvest will be, since the Egyptians 
have kept an accurate record of their observations 
of this kind over a long period of terms. 

1 These are small islands, some of which "cluster'' (as the 
name signifies) about the island of Delos. 

2 The Nilometer (Diodorus calls it in fact a " Niloscope ") 
is described by Strabo (17. l. 48) as a well on the bank of the 
Nile with lines on the wall to indicate the stage of the river. 
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37. o' 7repl 'Tov 
7rO'Tap,ov 7ToA.A.o't, 'Twv 

"' ,,_ \ ' ' <;:,<;:,' 1 ' 'T€ 't'lAOtrO't'WV tcat 'TWV ttr'TOptKWV a7T00£00Vat 
7T€pt wv €v i:povp,ev, 7va 
7rotwp,e8a 

I1'Ypa4>ov To 7rapa 7ratrtv E7TtS7J'Tovp,evov chroA.e£-
2 7rW!J-€V. 'Yap lJ7TEP 'TOV 

NeiA.ou Kat 'TWV 7T7J'YWV, e'Tt oe BaA.a'T'TaV 
' (.) " \ ,.,. " • , <:' "' \ Kat 'TWV WV EX€l ota't'opwv 7Tapa 

tJv 'TWV Ka'Ta 
olKOU!J-EV7]V, p,ev 'TWV trV'Y'YPa1>ewv 

OVK hoA.p,7]trav ovoev Kat7Tep 
/M]IC!Jvetv evio'T€ 7T€pt XEtp,appou 'TOV 

o' E7Tt{3aA.op,evot Af'YElV 7r€pL TWV 
E7TlS'YJ'TOU!J-fl'Wv 7TOAV 

3 ol p,ev 'Yap 7T€pt 'TOV 'EA.A.avtKOV tcaL Kaop,ov, en 
o' 'Etca'Tatov, KaL ot 'TOtOVTOt, 7TaA.awt 
7TaVTtL7ratr£V U7T01>a-

4 a7TeKA.tvav· Oe o 7TOAU7Tpa'Y-
p,wv, el !Cai KaL 

e7Tt/Cexe£pryKe p,ev 7Tept 'TOVTwv 
U7rOOtOovat AO'YOV, oe UV'TlAE'YO-
p.evat> e&picrKE'Tat• Sevocpwv o€ KaL 

E7Tatvovp,evot tca'Ta aA.t]Oetav 'TWV 
lcr'Toptwv, a7TecrxovTo Ka'Ta 'YPa1>rJV 
'TWV 'T07TWV 'TWV KaT' AZ'YV7TTOV" ot o€ 7T€pL TOV 
"EcpofOV !CaL 8eo7TO!J-7rOV p.aA.tt:na 7TUV'TWV 
'Tav'T' e7Tf'Tuxov. 

1 chro5ovvc:u AB E, Dindorf. 

1 These early chroniclers belonged to the group whom 
Thucydides (l. 21) called logographoi ("writers of prose") 
to distinguish them from the writers of epic. The two chief 

126 

BOOK I. 37· 1-4 

37. Since there is great difficulty in explaining 
the swe:ling of the river, many philosophers and 
historians have undertaken to set forth the causes 
of it; regarding this we shall speak summarily, in 
order that we may neither make our digression too 
long nor fail to record that which all men are curious 
to know. For on the general subject of the rise of 
the Nile and its sources, as well as on the manner 
in which it reaches the sea and the other points in 
which this, the largest river of the inhabited world, 
differs from all others, some historians have actually 
not ventured to say a single word, although wont 
now and then to expatiate at length on some winter 
torrent or other, while others have undertaken to 
speak on these points of inquiry, but have strayed 
far from the truth. Hellanicus and Cadmus, for 
instance, as well as Hecataeus and all the writers 
like them, belonging as they do one and all to the 
early school,! turned to the answers offered by the 
myths; Herodotus, who was a curious inquirer if 
ever a man was, and widely acquainted with history, 
undertook, it is true, to give an explanation of the 
matter, but IS now found to have followed contra-
dictory guesses; Xenophon and Thucydides, who 
are praised for the accuracy of their histories, com-
pletely refrained in their writings from any mention 
of the regions about Egypt ; and Ephorus and 
Theopompus, who of all writers paid most attention 
to these matters, hit upon the truth the least. The 

characteristics of the group were interest in mythology and 
lack of criticism. Hellanicus of Mitylene died soon after 
406 B.O. ; the historical character of Cadmus of Miletus (jl. 
sixth century B.o.) is questioned by Schmid-Stahlin (Geschichte 
der griechischen Literatur, 1. pp. 691 f.); Hecataeus of Miletus 
visited Egypt before 526 B.o. and died soon after 494 B.o. 
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1 Stephanus : abrwv. 

1 The second of the line, who reigned from 285 to 246 B.o. 
Following the custom of the Egyptian kings (cp. chap. 27) 
be married his sister Arsinoe, and upon her death (or possibly 
even before; cp. J. Beloch, Griechische Geschichte, IV. 2. p, 
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error on the part of all these writers was due, not 
to their negligence, but to the peculiar character of 
the country. For from earliest times until Ptolemy 
who was called Philadelphus,1 not only did no 
Greeks ever cross over into Ethiopia, but none 
ascended even as far as the boundaries of Egypt-to 
such an extent were all these regions inhospitable to 
foreigners and altogether dangerous ; but after this 
king had made an expedition into Ethiopia with an 
army of Greeks, being the first to do so, the facts 
about that country from that time forth have been 
more accurately learned. 

Such, then, were the reasons for the ignorance of 
the earlier historians ; and as for the sources of the 
Nile and the region where the stream arises, not a 
man, down to the time of the writing of this history, 
has ever affirmed that he has seen them, or reported 
from hearsay an account received from any who 
have maintained that they have seen them. The 
question, therefore, resolves itself into a matter of 
guesswork and plausible conjecture; and when, for 
instance, the priests of Egypt assert that the Nile 
has its origin in the ocean which surrounds the 
inhabited world, there is nothing sound in what they 
say, and they are merely solving one perplexity by 
substituting another, and advancing as proof an 
explanation which itself stands much in need of proof. 

586. n. 1 and l. pp. 370 f.) established a cult of himself as 
ruler and of his sister-wife and consort as theoi adelphoi 
("Brother-Sister Gods"). The epithet ph-iladelphoa ("sister-
loving ") was never borne by Ptolemy II during his lifetime; 
to his contemporaries he was known as " Ptolemy the son 
of Ptolemy" (cp. E. R. Bevan, A History of Egypt under 
the Ptolemaic Dynasty, p. 56, and Ferguson in Cambridge 
Ancient History, 7, p. 17. 
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8 UTE(J)<; 7rpouoeop,evov· TWV oe TpwyoOVTfdV oi P,ET· 

avaUTllV'TE<; E/C 'TWV li,v(J) TIJ7T(J)V s,a Kavp,a, 7rpou-
aryopevop,evot oe Bo:X.rytot,l :X.eryovuw ep,cpauet<; 

\ 1' \ ' I ' I '1:: t' 11 T&Va<; €£Vat 7T€pt 'TOV<; 'T07TOV<; €/CELVOV<;, Ec; (J)V av Tt<; 

uv:X.A.o'YluatTO oto'Tt 1ro:X.A.wv 7r'TJ'YWV el<; To7rov 
a8pot'top.EV(J)V uvvluTa'Tat 'TO pevp,a 'TOV NelA.ov· 
OtO ICal. 7roA.vryovroTa'TOV av'TOV V7Tapxetv 7rclVT(J)V 

9 'TWV "jV(J)pt'top,EV(J)V 7TO'Tap,wv. o£ Oe 7TEptot/COVV'TE<; 
vijuov ovop,a'top.EVYJV Mepo'I]V, ol<; ICal. 

p.aA.un' d,v Tt<; uvryKan18otTo, Tij<; p,ev KaTCi To 
7Tt8avov evprJut:X.oryla<; 7ro:X.v ICEX(J)ptup,evot<;, Twv 
o€ T07T(J)v Twv 't'TJTovp,evwv gryrytuTa /Cetp,evot<;, To-
uovTov a7TEXOVU£ 'TOV :X.eryetv T£ 7TEpt 'TOV'T(J)V 
aiCpt{:)wr; IJJuTe ICal. 'TOV 7TO'TafLOll 'Au'Tcl71"0Vll 7rpou-
'TJ'YOPEV/CaUtll, o1rep euTl. p.e8epp.'YJVEVOfLEliOll el<; 
·E:x.:x..qli(J)V ota:X.eiCTall €" Tov u/CoTov<; iJo(J)p. 

10 Ov'Tot p.ell OVll Tip N el:X.rp Tij<; Ell 'TOt<; 7"071"0£<; ·e I \ Jt"l J I J I J1 f: a E(J)p'T]uta<; /Cat TYJ<; totar; aryllota<; otreetall eTac;all 
I f t-> '' e I 't !.' " 7rpOU'YJ"/Optall' 'TJfLlV 0 aA'TJ EU'Ta'TO<; EWa£ oOreH 

:X.oryo<; o 7TAE'itr'TOV a7TEX(J)ll 'TOV 7Tpou7rot1}p,aTO<;, 
11 OV/C aryliOW oe O'Tt 7T po<; 'TO V 7rOTap.ov 

'TOV'TOV real. 7Tpo<; fU7TEpall Atf]ti'T}ll acpopl't(J)JI 
fH I<;:, ' le A'Q ' }' I poooTo<; avan 'YJU& ,,...uut TOt<; ovop,a.,op,evot<; 
Nauap.wut areptf]fj 8e(J)plav 'TOV pe£8pov, real 
cp'T}Utll g/C 'TtliO<; :X.£p.V'T]<; A.ap,{JaVOli'Ta 
Toll N e'iAoll cpepeu8at otli xropa<; Al8tomreij<; 
ap,v81}Tov· OV avTo8ell oihe TO£<; el7TOVU£ 
Alf]uutll, er7rep real. 1rpo<; a:X.1}8etall elp1}reautll, 

Jl ,/, I ' '!.' OV'TE 'T'f' uvryrypa't'€£ 7rpOuEre'TEOll alla7rOOEtre'Ta 
:X.eryolln. 

1 Bo.\'Y•o• CD F, Vogel : IJO.\'Y•o• AB E, Bekker, Dindorf. 
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On the other hand, those Trogodytes,l known as the 
Bolgii, who migrated from the interior because of 
the heat, say that there are certain phenomena 
connected with those regions, from which a man 
might reason that the body of the Nile is gathered 
from many sources which converge upon a single 
place, and that this is the reason for its being the 
most fertile of a1l known rivers. But the inhabi-
tants of the country about the island called Meroe, 
with whom a man would be most likely to agree, 
since they are far removed from the art of finding 
reasons in accordance with what is plausible and dwell 
nearest the regions under discussion, are so far from 
saying anything accurate about these problems that 
they even call the river Astapus, which means, when 
translated into Greek, " Water from Darkness." 

This people, then, have given the Nile a name 
which accords with the want of any first-hand infor-
mation about those regions and with their own 
ignorance of them ; but in our opinion the . explana-
tion nearest the truth is the one which is farthest 
from pure assumption. I am not unaware that 
Herodotus,2 when distinguishing between the Libya 
which lies to the east and that which lies to the 
west of this river, attributes to the Libyans known 
as the Nasamones the exact observation of the 
stream, and says that the Nile rises in a certain lake 
and then flows through the land of Ethiopia for a 
distance beyond telling ; and yet assuredly no hasty 
assent should be given to the statements of 
Libyans, even though they may have spokeii truth-
fully, or of the historian when what he says does not 
admit of proof. 

1 Cp. p. 98, n. I. a Book 2. 32. 
IJI 
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38. 'E7retory of: 7r€pt TWV 71"1]"fWV Kat Tf]<; 
purTew<; avTov oteA.1JA.vBaf-L€V, 71"€tparToJ-LeBa Ttt<; 

2 alTia<; a7roStoovat Tij<; 71"A'YJPWrT€W<;. ®aA.f]<; J-LEV 
ovv, Etr; TWV E7TTa, rTocpwv ovoJ-LasoJ-Levor;, cp1JrTt 
TOVr; ET1']rTLar; aVTt7TVEOVTar; Ta'ir; €K(3oA.a'ir; TOV 
71"0TaJ-LOV KwA.vew elr; BaA.aTTav 7Tpoxe'irTBat To 
pevJ-La, Kat ota TOUT' auTOV 71"A1]pOVJ-L€VOV E7Tt-

ovrTav Kat 71"€0taoa Arryv7T-
3 TOV. TOV of: A.oryou TOVTOV, KaL7T€p eivat OOKOVVTOr; 

mBavoiJ, p£j,otov €ge:>..€rygat To yevoor;. el ryap 
i,v aA.'Y}BEr; TO 7Tpoetp'Y]J-LfVOV, ol 71"0TaJ-LOL 7TUVT€r; 
&v oi TOt<; ET1]rTLatr; evaVTLa<; TCt<; €K{3oA.ar; exoVT€<; 
E71"0tOVVTO OJ-LOLav ava/3arTtv" ov J-L1]0aJ-LOV Tf]r; 
olKoVJ-LfV'YJr; rTVJ-L/3aivovTor; S'YJT'Y}Teov ETepav alTiav 
•-. (} ' "' ' 'A t ' ' 4 a"-'Y} IV'Y}V T1J<; 7T"-1JPWrT€Wr;. Var,aryopar; o 0 

cpvrTtKor; Tf]r; ava(3arT€W<; alTLaV eivat 
Tryv T1JKOJ-LfV'T]V xtova KaTa AWt07TLav, (/1 Kat 
o 7TOt1JTry<> Evpt7TLD1J<> tJv 
A.e'Yet ryovv 

N eiA.ov A.t7rwv KaA.A.trTTov eK 'Yaiar; fJowp, 
&r; eK J-LeA.aJ-Lf3poToto 7TA1Jpovmt poar; 
AlBw7Tioor; 'Y1ir;, tw TaKfi xtwv. 
' ' ' ' '-/.. ' ...... ' ' 5 Kat TaVT7JV 0€ T'Y}V a7ro't'arTtv OV 7TOI\.I\.'Y}r; avnpp'Y]-

rT€W<; oe'irTBat rTVJ-L/3E/31JK€, cpavepov 7TarT£V OVTO<; 
OTt ota il7Tep/3oA.r]V TWV KaVJ-LUTWV aovvaTOV 

6 xtova 71"L7TT€tV 7r€pt TryV Al(}w7Tiav· KaBoA.ov ryi':tp 
7T€pt TOV<; T071"0Vr; TOVTOV<; oih€ 7Taryor; oih€ yvxo<; 
oM' OAW<; X€lJ-LWVOr; eJ-LcparTtr; 'Y£veTat, Kat J-LUAlrTTa 
7Tep't ava/3arTtV TOV N eiA.ov. el 0€ nr; Kal 

1 Thales doubtless meant by "etesian" the north. west 
winds which blow in summer from the Mediterranean, but 
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38. Now that we have discussed the sources and 
course of the Nile we shall endeavour to set forth 
the causes of its swelling. Thales, who is called one 
of the seven wise men, says that when the etesian 
winds 1 blow against the mouths of the river they 
hinder the flow of the water into the sea, and that 
this is the reason why it rises and overflows Egypt, 
which is low and a level plain. But this explanation, 
plausible as it appears, may easily be shown to be 
false. For if what he said were true, all the rivers 
whose mouths face the etesian winds would rise in 
a similar way; but since this is the case nowhere in 
the inhabited world the true cause of the swelling 
must be sought elsewhere. Anaxagoras the physical 
philosopher has declared that the cause of the rising 
is the melting snow in Ethiopia, and the poet 
Euripides, a pupil of his, is in agreement with him. 
At least he writes :2 

He quit Nile's waters, fairest that gush from earth, 
The Nile which, drawn from Ethiop land, the 

black 
Man's home, flows with full flood when melts the 

snow. 

But the fact is that this statement also requires 
but a brief refutation, since it is clear to everyone 
that the excessive heat makes it impossible that 
any snow should fall in Ethiopia; for, speaking 
generally, in those regions there is no frost or cold 
or any sign whatsoever of winter, and this is especially 
true at the time of the rising of the Nile. And even 

the term is not a precise one, as Diodorus shows in the following 
chapter. 

• Frg. 228, Nauck2• 
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xtovo., elvat 7rA.ij(}o., Jv Toi., 
A'(} 1 1 " .... 1 , .r •• <:- • 

£ £07TtaV T07T"Ot<;', OJLW<;' €t\.€"fX€Ta£ TO 'f' €VOO<;' TrJ<; 
7 a7roif>auew<;" 7TU8 ryap 7rOTCtf.LO<;' a7To XtOVO<; pewv 

' ... I " , .r. ' ' ' 

8 

Of.LOt\.O"fOVJL€VW<; aupa<; avaowwut 'I' uxpa<; Kat TOV 
Mpa 1rayuvet· 1rept o€ To!' N eiA.ov wSvov Tow 
7TOTaJLWV oihe veif>ov<; V7TOUTaU€t<; V7Tapxovutv 

)/ 1 \ I "(}' ( ) \ I OUT avpat 'I' vxpat "fl!JOVTa£ OV 0 a1]p 7Taxv-
V€Tat. 

'H '<:' "'I,!.. ' N.... ' I pooOTO<;' 0€ 't'1JUt TOV €£1\.0V €Wat f.L€V if>uuet 
T17AtKOVTOV "fLV€Tat KaTa Thv 
Jv o€ Tip X€lJLWVt TOV KaTd At/3V1]V 
if>epoJ.Levov €7rtu7Taueat 1rpo<; €avTew 
vrypau£av"' TOV Ne£A.ov, Kat Ota TOVTO 7rep't TOU<;' 

\ I \ _/. I ''> I I (} Katpov<;' TOVTOV<;' 1rapa 't'uuw €f\.UTTova ryweu at 
9 TOV 7TOTaJLOV" TOU o€ (}€pov<; E7rtUTaVTO<;' a7Toxw-

pouvm TV if>op!f, TOV 7rpo<;' TdS apKTOV<;' 
avag1]pa£v€tv Kat Ta7T€tVOVV TOU<;' T€ 7T€pt Thv 
'EA.A.aoa 7TOTaf.LOV<;' Kat TOU<;' KaTa TfJV aAAT)V 

10 xwpav Thv Of.LO[w<;' EK€LVV K€tjLEV'r}V. OUK.!.T' oi'JIJ 
eivat 1rapaoogov To rywoJ.Levov 1rept Tov 'NeZA.ov• 

) \ 1 ,... I )f t: (} \ \ ov ryap ev Tot<;' KaVJ.Lauw av,.eu at, KaTa Tov 
X€tjLWVa o€ Ta7Tetvovu8at Ota Tnv 7Tp0€lp'r}f1EV'r}V 

11 alT£av. P1JTEOV ovv Kat 1rpo'> TOVTov on Ka8ijKov 
I!JU7T€p a7TO TOU NelA.ov Thv trypauiav 0 

€if>' eaVTOV f7TtU7TUTat KaTa TOU<;' TOU' X€tjLWVO<;' 
Katpou<;', oihw Kat am) TI:VV aA.A.wv TWV KaTa 
Thv At/3V1JV l>vTWV 7TOTOf1WV avaA.af1/3avew Tl 
TWV vrypwv Kat Ta7T€WOUV Tlt if>epoJ.Leva p€VJ.LaTa. 

12 f7T€t S' ouOaf10U Tij<;' At/3V7J<; ovoev TOtOUTOV 
rytVOf1€VOV (}ewpe'iTat, 7r€ptif>avw<;' o uvryrypaif>ev<; 
UX€0UZSWV eup{UK€Tat• Kat ryap oi 7T€pt ThV 
'EA.t.aoa 7TOTaf10t aug1]UW fV Tip X€lf.LWV£ 
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if a man should admit the existence of great quanti-
ties of snow in the regions beyond Ethiopia, the 
falsity of the statement is still shown by this fact : 
every river which flows out of snow gives out cool 
breezes, as is generally agreed, and thickens the 
air about it; but the Nile is the only river about 
which no clouds form, and where no cool breezes 
rise and the air is not thickened. 

Herodotus 1 says that the size of the Nile at its 
swelling is its natural one, but that as the sun travels 
over Lil;>ya in the winter it draws up to itself from 
the Nile a great amount of moisture, and this is the 
reason why at that season the river becomes smaller 
than its natural size ; but at the beginning of summer, 
when the sun turns back in its course towards the 
north, it dries out and thus reduces the level of both 
the rivers of Greece and those of every other land 
whose geographical position is like that of Greece.2 

Consequently there is no occasion for surprise, he says, 
in the phenomenon of the Nile; for, as a matter of 
fact, it does not increase in volume in the hot season 
and then fall in the winter, for the reason just given. 
Now the answer to be made to this explanation also 
is that it would follow that, if the sun drew moisture 
to itself from the Nile in the winter, it would aloo 
take some moisture from all the other rivers of 
Libya and reduce the flow of their waters. But 
since nowhere in Libya is anything like this to be 
seen taking place, it is clear that the historian is 
caught inventing an explanation ; for the fact is 
that the rivers of Greece increase in winter, not 

1 Book 2. 25. 
2 i.e. in the north latitude. 
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A.ap,f3avovutv ov Dt.a TO p,aKpon:pov acf>luTauBat 
TOV aA.A.a Ota TO 71'AfjBo<; T(fJV "flVOJLEVWV 
lJ p,f3 pwv. 

39. il'Y}p,oKptTO<; o' 0 , Af3o'I'Jp{T'Y}<; cp'Y}u'tv ov TOV 
7rep't Ti}v JLEU'YJp,f3plav TO'TT'OV xtavtreu8at, KaBarrep 

w E' '1:' ' 'A t: ' • ..,.., ' ' etp'YJKEV vpt7rtO'YJ<; Kat va,.a-yopar;;, a"'"'a TOV 
rrep';, Tar;; llpKTou<;, Kat TovTo Ef.Lcpav€s elvat 7raut. 

2 TO o€ 'TT'AijBor; TTJ'> uwpevop,EV1J<; XtOVO<; lv TOt<; 
f3opelotr; fLEpeut 7rep't p,£v Tar; Tporrar;; p,evetv 
71'€71''TJ'YO'>' Jv o€ Tip B€p€t OtaAVOfLEVWV lJ71'0 TTJ<; 
Bepp,au{ar; Twv rra7wv T'YJKEOova 'Ylve-
uBat, Kat ota TovTo 71'oAA.a "fEvvauOat Ka't 71'ax€a 

vecf>·IJ 7rep't TOU<; JLET€WpOTEpov<; TWV T071'WV, oayt-
"\ , () ' ' ' "',,, , ' "-our; T1J'> ava Vf.Ltauewr; 7rpor; TO v 'f' or; atpOf.LEV'IJ'>• 

3 TaVTa o' V71'0 TWV fT'IJU{wv eAavv<uBat, f.LEXP' 
t1 I "" I Jl ,.. \ OTOV 7rpOU71'€U'[J TOt<; JL€"flfJTOt<; opern TWV KaTa 
Ti}v olKovp,EV'IJV, & cf>YJutv etl'at rrep't TTJV AlBtorrlav· 
E71'l!£Ta 7rpor; TOVTOt<; OVUtv v'frYJAOt<; f3talwr; 
Bpavop,eva rrap,p,ey€Betr; lJp,f3povr; "fEVVav, Jg &v 
rr'A7JpovuBat Tov 71'oTap,ov p,aA.tuTa KaTa TiJV TW/J 

) I U f \ ,.. 'f: I t: 
4 ET'IJUtwv wpav. pffoto/J oe Kat TOVTov <<;,EAE"f,.a£ 

TOV<; xpovov<; TTJ<; aKptf3w<; JgeT£tSOVTa' 
o 7ap Ne'i:Xos- llpxemt p,f.v 71'A7Jpovu8at KaTa Tas 
Beptvac; Tpo7rar;, ov7rw Twv hYJulwv rrveovTwv, 

o' VUT€pov lu'Y}p,<p{ar; rp8tvo7rwpwijr;, 71'aAat 
5 7rporre7raVJ.L€vwv TWv elp'Y]f.1;€vwv dv€).LCiJV. 0Tav 

ovv Tfjs- 71'Elpa<; aKpl/3eta Kanuxvv Ti}v TWV 
A.o'Ywv 7rtBavoT'YJTa, Ti}v f.LEv Tavopo<; 
a71'00€KTEOV, Ti}v o€ 71'lunv TOt<;' v71'' avTOV AE"f0-

6 fi-Evot<;- ov ooTeo". 7rap{7Jf.Lt 7ap Ka't ou1n Tou<; 
fT'YJULU<;' lDe'iv EUTtV ovoev Tt p,aAA.ov U71'0 T1J<; 
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because the sun is farther away, but by reason of 
the enormous rainfall. 

39- Democritus of Abdera 1 says that it is not the 
regions of the south that are covered with snow, as 
Euripides and Anaxagoras have asserted, but only 
those of the north, and that this is evident to every-
one. The great quantities of heaped-up snow in 
the northern regions still remain frozen until about 
the time of the winter solstice, but when in summer 
its solid masses are broken up by the heat, a great 
melting sets up, and this brings about the formation 
of many thick clouds in the higher altitudes, since 
the vapour rises upwards in large quantities. These 
clouds are then driven by the etesian winds until 
they strike the highest mountains in the whole 
earth, which, he says, are those of Ethiopia; then 
by their violent impact upon these peaks, lofty as 
they are, they cause torrential rains which swell 
the river, to the greatest extent at the season of 
the etesian winds. But it is easy for anyone to refute 
this explanation also, if he will but note with pre-
cision the time when the increase of the river takes 
place ; for the Nile begins to swell at the summer 
solstice, when the etesian winds are not yet blow-
ing, and commences to fall after the autumnal 
equinox, when the same winds have long since ceased. 
Whenever, therefore, the precise knowledge derived 
from experience prevails over the plausibility of 
mere argumentation, while we should recognize the 
man's ingenuity, yet no credence should be given 
to his statements. Indeed, I pass over the further 
fact that the etesian winds can be seen to blow just 

1 Democritus was a contemporary of Socrates and the 
first Greek who attempted to embrace in his writings all the 
knowledge of his time. 
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1 Two names given to north winds. 
z i.e. the north-west. 
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as much from the west as from the north ; since 
Borean and Aparctian 1 winds are not the only winds 
which are called etesian, but also the Argestean, 
which blow from the direction of the sun's summer 
setting.s Also the statement that by general agree-
ment the highest mountains are those of Ethiopia 
is not only advanced without any proof, but it does 
not possess, either, the credibility which is accorded 
to facts established by observation.3 

Ephorus, who presents the most recent explana-
tion, endeavours to adduce a plausible argument, 
but, as may be seen, by no means arrives at the 
truth. For he says that all Egypt, being alluvial 
soil and spongy,4 and in nature like pumice-stone, is 
full of large and continuous cracks, through which 
it takes up a great amount of water ; this it retains 
within itself during the winter season, but in the 
summer season it pours this out from itself every-
where like sweat, as it were, and by means of this 
exudation it causes the flood of the river. But this 
historian, as it appears to us, has not only never 
personally observed the nature of the country in 
Egypt, but has not even inquired with any care 
about it of those who are acquainted with the char-
acter of this land. For in the first place, if the 
Nile derived its increase from Egypt itself, it would 
then not experience a flood in its upper stretches, 
where it flows through a stony and solid country; 
yet, as a matter of fact, it floods while flowing over 
a course of more than six thousand stades through 

8 i.e. there is no evidence from witnesses that they appear 
to be exceedingly high. 

' The words mean literally "poured out by a river" and 
"gaping." 
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0 ·'· A' , , ' , ' ' ( "" 1 ..,avuat 'T'YJ<; tryV7rTov. €7rf't'T E£ p.Ev ro pevp.a 
rov NelA.ov Ta7reworepov Twv KaTO. 7roTa-
p.oxwuTov ryflv apatwp.aTwv, E7rt7rOA.aiov<; kv 
elvat rfl." paryaCa<; uvve{jatve, KafJ' th ciOUI'a'TOV 
1jv 0£Qj.tfVE£V 'TOUOV'TO 7rA.f78or; VOaTor;• el o' 
v'o/'TJA.orepov Tlmov e1re'ixev o 1rorap.or; rwv 
clpatwp.arwv, clovvaTov 1jv e" rwv Ta7retvoTepa'v 

"\. ' ' \ r ""\. I ' "' I \ K.OtA.WJl-aTwv E£<; 'T'TJV v.., 'TJA.O'Tepav E7rt't'avetav 'T'YJV 
Twv vrypwv uuppvuw ry£veu8at. 

11 Ka86A.ov OE rlr; kv ovvarov 'TOV<; E/C 
Twv KaTO. ryflv clpatwp.arwv U3pwTar; ro-
uauT'YJV TOV 7TOTap.ov 7TOte'iv !Jure V7r' 
QVTOV uxeoov 7rauav Arryv7rTOlJ E7rt/CAUSE-
u8at ; clcpl'TJp.t ryap TO vevoo<; rflr; Tf! 'TT'O'Ta-
p.oxrourov ryflr; Taw ev ro'ir; clpatrop.aut 

I t ' ,#,. """ , ,.. ' T'TJpot:p.evwv voaTwv, ep.'t'avwv ovTWV TWV ev 
12 rouTotr; e'A.€ryxwv. o p.ev ryO.p Malavopor; 7roTap.or; 

KaT a 'Aulav xropav 7rf!7TOl'TJKE 
7roTap.oxwuTov, ev {J Twv uvp.{jawovrwv 

ava7rA.T,pwutv 'TOV NelA.ov TO UUIJOAOV ovoev 
13 fJewpe'iTat "/lVOJl-EVOV. op.olwr; OE 'TOUT9> Jl-EV 

'AKapvavlav o KaA.oup.elo<; 'AxeA.9)o<; 7rora-
p.o<;, 1rep£ oe Botwrlav o K'TJcptuor; cpepop.evo<; 
E/C TWV 7rpOUICfXWICEIJ OU/C bA.lry'YJV xropav, 
ecp' 6Jv clp.cpoT€pwv e'A€ry><_ETa£ cpavepw<; TO V€VOO<; 
TOV uvryrypacpew<;. aA.A.a ryli.p OU/C av 'Tl<; 7rap' 
'E"'' ,..._ I ' ' I ' Ql 't'OP9' ':J'YJT'TJUf'tEV €/C 7raVTO<; 'Tp07rOU TaKpttJE<;, 
opwv avTOV EV 7rOAAOi:<; wA.trywp'TJICOTa 'Tfl<; clA.'TJ-
fJela<;. 

40. Twv o' EV Mep.cpet TtVE<; cptA.ouilcpwv E7rexe£-
' I ,/..I '\ I • f: 1, p'TJuav atnav 't'epetv T'YJ<; 7r"''YJPWUE6l<; ave,.e,.,eryKrov 

p.(iA.A.ov IJ 7rt8avT,v, {J 1roA.A.o£ uvryKaTaTe8EtVTat. 
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Ethiopia before ever it touches Egypt. Secondly, 
if the stream of the Nile were, on the one hand, 
lower than the rifts in the alluvial soil, the cracks 
would then be on the surface and so great an amount 
of water could not possibly remain in them; and if, 
on the other hand, the river occupied a higher level 
than the rifts, there could not possibly be a flow of 
water from the lower hollows to the higher surface. 

In general, can any man think it possible that the 
exudations from rifts in the ground should produce 
so great an increase in the waters of the river that 
practically all Egypt is inundated by it! For I 
pass over the false statements of Ephorus about the 
ground being alluvial and the water being stored 
up in the rifts, since the refutation of them is mani-
fest. For instance, the Meander river in Asia has 
laid down a great amount of alluvial land, yet 
not a single one of the phenomena attending the 
flooding of the Nile is to be seen in its case. And like 
the Meander the river in Acamania known as the 
Acheloiis, and the Cephisus in Boeotia, which flows 
out of Phocis, have built up not a little land, and in 
the case of both there is clear proof that the his-
torian's statements are erroneous. However, under 
no circumstances would any man look for strict 
accuracy in Ephorus, when he sees that in many 
matters he has paid little regard to the truth. 

40. Certain of the wise men in Memphis have 
undertaken to advance an explanation of the flood-
ing, which is incapable of disproof rather than 
credible, and yet it is accepted by many. They 
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2 l>tatpovp.evot 'Yap 'YiJv elc;; Tpia p.ep1J 
t.\ '' '\f', V7Tapxeev ev p.ev To KaTa T1JV 1Jp.erepav otKov-

f1-EV1JV, gTepov o€ TO TOVTOt<:; TOt<; T07TOl<:; UVTt7Te-
(} ' ,. d ' , t:' ' 7TOV O<:; Tat<; wpat<:;, TO 0€ TptTOV f1-€Tat;;V fl-€V 

Ke'iueat TOVTWV, vrrapxetv o€ Ota Kavp.a UOLK1JTOV. 
3 ei fl-EV ovv 0 Ne'iA-oc;; ave{3atve KaTa TOV TOV 

xetp.wvoc;; Katpov, &v 1 vrri]pxev we;; EK Tijc;; 
Ka(J' 'WV1J<:; A-ap.{3avet hrtppvutv Stt1 

\ \ I \ \ I I 

TO 7T€pt TOVTOV<:; TOV<:; KatpOV<:; p.aA-tUTU "ftVeu(}at 
7Tap' Tar;; E7Top.f3p£ac;;· E7T€t o€ TOVVaVTLOV 
7Tep't To (}€po;;; 7TA-1JpovTat, 7Tteavov elvat KaTa 

\ ) I I ,.. (} \ 
TOV<:; UVTtK€£fl-€VOV<:; T07TOV<:; "f€VVaU at TOV<:; xetp.W-
vac;;, Kat To rr Twv KaT' eKetvovc;; ToVc;; 

I f I ) \ (}' t ,.. ' 1 T07TOV<:; VOUTWV et<; 'T1JV Ka 1JP,a<:; OtKOVf1-€V1JV 
4 cpepeueat. Dto Kat rrpoc;; Tar;; 7T1J"fa<:; TOV NetA-ov 

s ' s ' (} "'(} ' , fl-1] eva vvau at 7rape"' etv, we;; av EK 

€vavT£ac;; 'WV1J<:; Dta Tijc;; cpepop.evov TOV 
7TOTiip.ov. p.apTvpe'iv S€ TOVTotc;; Kat v7Tep/3oA-i,v 
Tijc;; "fAVKVT1JToc;; Tov KaTa Tov N e'iA-ov iJoaToc;;· 
0' \ ,.. I '\ tl ta "/ap T1J<:; KaTaKEKaVp.EV1J;;; aVTOV pWVTa 
Kaeeteueat, Kat Ota 'TOVTO "fAVKVTaTOV etvat 

' " A, ' '"' 7TUVTWV TWV 7TOTUf1-WV, U'T€ 't'V(]'€£ TOV 7TVpwoovc;; 
rrav TO V"fpov a7TO"fA-VKaLVOVTO<:;. 

O 'f f "\.I '' I 2 f 
5 VTO<:; 0 0 "'O"fO<:; exet fl-EV 'TlVa 7Tpoxetpov 

avT£pp1JUtV, on 7TaVTeA-wc;; aovvaTOV etvat OoKe'i 

7TOTap.ov eK Tijc;; avnKr:tp.ev1Jc;; olKovp.€v1J'> elr;; 
avacpepeueat, Kat p.aA-tuT' €t ne;; V7TO-

l &.v added by Hertlein. 
2 'TtJia D, Vogel: 'Ttva <l>"v•pav ""l other MSS., Bekker, 

Dindorf. 
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divide the earth into three parts, and say that one 
part is that which forms our inhabited world, that 
the second is exactly opposed to these regions in its 
seasons, and that the third lies between these two 
but is uninhabited by reason of the heat.1 Now if 
the Nile rose in the winter, it would be clear that 
it was receiving its additional waters from our zone 
because of the heavy rains which fall with us in that 
season especially ; but since, on the contrary, its 
flood occurs in the summer, it is probable that in 
the regions opposite to us the winter storms are 
being produced and that the surplus waters of those 
distant regions flow into our inhabited world. And 
it is for this reason that no man can journey to the 
sources of the Nile, because the river flows from the 
opposite zone through the uninhabited one. A 
further witness to this is the excessive sweetness of 
the water of the Nile; for in the course of the river 
through the torrid zone it is tempered by the heat, 
and that is the reason for its being the sweetest of 
all rivers, inasmuch as by the law of nature that 
which is fiery always sweetens 2 what is wet. 

But this explanation admits of an obvious rebuttal, 
for plainly it is quite impossible for a river to flow 
uphill into our inhabited world from the inhabited 
world opposite to ours, especially if one holds to 

1 i.e., they postulated a south temperate zone, correspond-
ing to the north temperate, and separated from it by the 
torrid zone. The Nile, according to them, rose in the south 
temperate zone. They were not in fact so far astray in the 
matter, the White Nile rising just a little south of the equator, 
although the waters of the annual inundation come from 
the Blue Nile, which has its sources in the table-land of Abys-
sinia. 

2 i.e., water is freshened ("sweetened") by being heated. 
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OotTo cr<f>atpoetof] ryf]v {nrapxetv. ryli.p 
Uv 
£vapryetav, rye TWV '11'pa"fJ.'aTrJ)lJ 

Ka8oA.ou J.'fV ryap cweee>..e"fKTOV 
J I,./.. J , \ \ J I 1 

a71'0'I'aUtV €LU'1J"/OVfJ.EVOt1 Kat TTJV aOLKTJTOV xwpav 
TtB€1-'evot, TauT'[/ 

6 OlKatov o€ 
7rept T£1J(J)J) evap:Yetav 

I e " A \ , 1:' 'f: '11'apexeu at J.'apTvpovuav 1J 
MJ.'/:3avetv apx* U'V'"fKEXWP'TJJ.'EVM. o€. 

' • N ... , 't:, , "' ' I ,,...' 0 ELI\.0<; TTJ<; 'I'EPETat 
Ka8' ; ryap elvat 

Ka8a'11'ep 7rap' 
7 TE Tf]r; 7rEpl TO vowp alTla 

el ryap Ka8e"froJ.'€VO<; {nro TWV KaVJ.'aTWV 
0 eryA.vKalveTo, OVIC !iv 
ovOe lxBvwv Kat 87]plwv eZxe· 71'fiv 
ryap vowp t/71'0 Tf]r; cpvuewr; al\l\otw8ev 

8 al\1\oTpulJTaToV f(J'T£ 0L07r€p TV 
7rapetua"fOJ.'EV'{l Tau 
N ell\ov 71'avTa71'autv evavTtOVJ.'EVTJ<; 
elp'T}J.'EVar; 'TT"ATJpwuewr; 

41. o€ 0 c/JTJUl teaTa J.'EV 
wpav Ta vOaTa teaTa ryf]v elvat 

tvxpa, Tau oe XELJ.'wvor; TovvavTiov OepJ.'a, Kal. 
TOUTo eiJ07JA.ov E71'' rwv {3a8f.wv cppeaTwv ry£,,eu8at· 
teara J.'EV ryt1p Toii 
TO vowp ev lmapxetJI "frvxpov, KaTa o€ 
Ttl f.l.ErytuTa KaUfJ.aTa tvxpoTaTOV ee avTWV 

1 Practically nothing more is known of Oenopides than 
that he was an astronomer and mathematician of the fifth 
century B.o. 
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the theory that the earth is shaped like a sphere. 
And indeed, if any man makes bold to do violence, 
by means of mere words, to facts established by 
observation, Nature at least will in no wise yield to 
him. For, in general, such men think that, by 
introducing a proposition incapable of being dis-
proved and placing the uninhabited region between 
the two inhabited ones, they will in this way avoid 
all precise refutations of their argument; but the 
proper course for such as take a firm position on any 
matter is either to adduce the observed facts as 
evidence or to find their proofs in statements which 
have been agreed upon at the outset. But how can 
the Nile be the only river which flows from that 
inhabited world to our parts? For it is reasonable 
to suppose that other rivers as well are to be found 
there, just as there are many among us. More-
over, the cause which they advance for the sweet-
ness of the water is altogether absurd. For if the 
river were sweetened by being tempered by the 
heat, it would not be so productive as it is of life, 
nor contain so many kinds of fishes and animals ; 
for all water upon being changed by the fiery element 
is quite incapable of generating life. Therefore, 
since by the " tempering " process which they intro-
duce they entirely change the real nature of the 
Nile, the causes which they advance for its flooding 
must be considered false. 

41. Oenopides of Chios 1 says that in the summer 
the waters under the earth are cold, but in the 
winter, on the contrary, warm; and that this may 
be clearly observed in deep wells, for in midwinter 
their water is least cold, while in the hottest weather 
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2 ,,, ,, e t'' , , , , 
vrypo11 ava'l'eper:r at. oto Kat -rov etltov evA.oryros-
KaTa -rov xetftwva fttKpov elvat Kat r:rur:r-reA.A.e-
r:r8at, Sta -ro Ka-ra ry:YJV 8epf1-ar:rlav -ro 
'TrOAV Tij<; vrypa<; our:rta<; avaA-lr:rKetv, Of1-/3pou<; o€ 
Ka-ra .t\.Jryv"Tr-rov rylver:r8at' Ka-ra S€ -ro 
8€po<; fl-'Yl"ln -rfj<; KaTa ryfjv a"TravaA.wr:reros- rywo-

f.v -rot<> KaTa /3a8o<; -rlmot<> '1rA'YJpovr:r8at 
-rryv KaTa cpvr:rtv av-rov pvr:rw UV€f1-7rOSir:r-rros-. 

3 I \ \ "' tf ""-"\ \ \ P"lTEOV oe Kat 7rpo<; -rov-rov on 7rOTaf1-0t 
-rwv Ka-ra At/3V'YJV oftotro<; Ketftevot -rot<; 
r:TTOfl-ar:Tl, 7rapa7rA'YJr:TlOUS' Se ora<; pvr:ret<; 'TrOtoV-

' ) I {.J ) )f ' ,.. fl-€VOt, T'YJV aVatJar:TtV OUK EXOVr:TtV aVaAO"fOV T([J 
N 'A , I ' ' ' ... .... et rp· -rouvavnov ryap ev fl-EV T([J X€tf1-IDV£ 
'TrA'YJpOVfl-EVOt, Ka-ra S€ TO 8epo<; e'Aeryxovr:rt 
-ro "frevSo<; -roil 7retprof1-evou -rot<; 7rt8avot<; Ka-ra-
wixer:r8at 

4 "Eryrytr:r-ra o€ -rfi aA-718eta 'Aya-e , . K 't- , •, , , , , , 
apxto"l'> o vtoto<;. 'l'"lr:rt ryap KaT evtav-rov ev 

-rot<; Ka-ra -rryv Al8to"Trlav IJper:rt rylver:r8at r:ruvexet<; 
l1ftf3pov<> a7ro 8epwwv -rpo7rwv fl-EXPt -ri]<; fl-ETo-

5 7rropwi]<; lr:T"lfl-Eptas-· evltoyro<; ovv 'TOV Net'A-ov ev 
-rip XHfl-WVt Ka-ra cpvr:rw 

pvr:rtv am) fl-OVIDV TWV 'Tr'YJ"fWV, KaTa oe 
-ro 8€po<> Sta -rovs- eKxeoftevou<; IJ11-f3pov<; A.aftf3a-

6 V€lV avg,r:rw. el Se ora<; ai-rta<; U'TrO-
Sovvat ovva-rat fl-EXP£ TOV vvv Tfj<; TWV voa-rrov 
"f€VECT€ID<;, OV l a8e-retr:r8at £0£av 
a7rocpar:rtv" 7rOAAa ryap cpvr:rw f.vav-r£ro<; cpepetv, 
6Jv Tlh al-rlas- OVK ecptKTOV av8 pw7rO£<; aKpt/3w<; 

1 Rhodomann: 'll'pouhtcet. 
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the coldest water ·is drawn up from them. Conse-
quently it is reasonable that the Nile should be 
small and should diminish in the winter, since the 
heat in the earth consumes the larger part of the 
moisture and there are no rains in Egypt ; while 
in the summer, since there is no longer any con-
sumption of the moisture down in the depths of the 
earth, the natural flow of the river is increased with-
out hindrance. But the answer to be given to this 
explanation also is that there ·are many rivers in 
Libya, whose mouths are situated like those of the 
Nile and whose courses are much the same, and yet 
they do not rise in the same manner as the Nile ; 
on the contrary, flooding as they do in the winter 
and receding in the summer, they refute the false 
statement of any man who tries to overcome the 
truth with specious arguments. 

The nearest approach to the truth has been made 
by Agatharchides of Cnidus.1 His explanation is as 
follows : Every year continuous rains fall in the 
mountains of Ethiopia from the summer solstice to 
the autumnal equinox; _and so it is entirely reason-
able that the Nile should diminish in the winter 
when it derives its natural supply of water solely 
from its sources, but should increase its volume in 
the summer on account of the rains which pour 
into it And just because no one up to this time 
has been able to set forth the causes of the origin 
of the flood waters, it is not proper, he urges, that 
his personal explanation be rejected; for nature 
presents many contradictory phenomena, the exact 
causes of which are beyond the power of mankind 

1 Agatharchides was a historian and geographer of the 
second century B.o. 
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7 p.apTVpeiv OE TOi<;' ucp' EaVTOV Aeyo· 
I \ \ I I 1 "" f.L€VO£<;' /Cat TO "f£VOp.€VOV 7T€p£ TtVa<;' T07TOV<;' TTJ<;' 

'Aula<>· 7Tpo<> p.€v ryap Tot:., 15potc; T1jc; !.Kvetac; 
Tol:c; 7Tpoc; TO Kau/CaUtOV opoc; UVVcl7TTOVUt, 7Tape-
A1JAveoToc; 7}07] TOV xetp.Wl!O<;, KaO' lKaUTOV ETO<; 

,I.. \ 'l: I I () ,.. ) \ \ Vt't'ETOUc; esatutouc; rytveu at UUV€XW'> €7Tt 7TOAAac; 
fV OE Tol:c; 7Tpoc; ,8oppav euTpap.p.evotc; 

p.epeut T1jc; 'JvotJC1jc; roptup.evotc; JCatpo/:c; Kat 
,. " , I e , , xa"'a.,av a7TtUTOV TO p.erye or; /Cat TO 7TA'f'J or; 

KaTapaTTetv, Kat 7Tept p.f.v Tov 'Toau7T1Jv 7Tora-
p.ov apxop.Evou Oepouc; uuvexet:c; op.,8povc; ryiveuOat, 
JCaTd. of. Al()w7Tiav p.e()' Ttvd.c; TaiJTo 
uup.,8aivetv, /Cat TaVTrJV 7Tep£uTaUtV ICVICAOV· 
f.LEV7JV ad TOVc; uuvexeic; T07TOV<; xetp.atetv. 

s ovof.v ovv elvat 7TapaooEov el Kat JCaTd. Ti,v 
A '() I \ I t ' A' ' 

10 

t t07T£aV T1JV IC€tf.L€VTJV V7Tep L"fU7TTOV UVVexeic; 
) .., tl Jl Q I J '"' ()I ev Tote; opeutv op."'pot KaTapaTTOVTec; ev Trp epet 

't. \ I >l't. 't. \ ' 7T"'7Jpouut Tov 7TOTap.ov, a"'"'wc; TE Kat T7J<; evap-
ryelac; 1 avT1jc; p.apTupoup.EV7J<; V7TO TWV 7T€pt TOVc; 

9 f ' I Q Q I ' t'\ , T07TOV<; Ot/COVVTCIJV f'Japf'Japwv, €£ 0€ TO£<; 7Tap 
rytVOf.LEVOt<; evavTiav EX€t Ta Aeryop.eva cpvutv, 

J t' \ ""' ' ' I \ \ \ 1 , OU ota TOUT a7TtUT7JT€0V' /Cat ryap TOV VOTOV 7rap 
p.Ev elvat xeep.eptov, 7Tept o€ Al0to7T'lav 

"() tl ''t:J' ' at ptov v7Tapxetv, Kat Tar; t-Jopetovc; 7TVoac; 7r€pl 
f.LEV Evpw7r7JV ehovouc; elvat, /CaT' eKelV1JV of. 

xwpav ,8A.7Jxpac; Kat UTOVOVc;,ll 
Kal 7repl f.LEV T7jc; 7TA1Jpwuewc; TOV N e[">l,ov, ou- . 

vap.€110£ 7T'Ot/CtAWTepov UVT€t7Teiv 7Tpoc; ll7TaVTac;, . ()'() .... '' ,., ,, ap!CEU 1JUOf.LE a TO£<; ELp7Jf.L€VOt<; 1 tVa f.LTJ T1JV eE 
apx1}c; 7Tp01CEI!J.EVrJV UVVTOp.laJI U7Tep,8afvw-

• \ \ Ql Q't. I t' \ \ I () f.LEV, €7T€£ OE T7JV fJLjJ/\.OV TaVT'TJV ota TO f.LE"f€ 
1 ivC&p-ydtu Wesseling: lvep-y•laJ. 
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to discover. As to his own statement, he adds, testi-
mony to its truth is furnished by what takes place in 
certain regions of Asia. For on the borders of Scythia 
which abut upon the Caucasus mountains, annually, 
after the winter is over, exceptionally heavy snow-
storms occur over many consecutive days; in the 
northern parts of India at certain seasons hailstones 
come beating down which in size and quantity 
surpass belief; about the Hydaspes river continuous 
rains fall at the opening of summer; and in Ethiopia, 
likewise, the same thing occurs some days later, this 
climatical condition, in its regular recurrence, always 
causing storms in the neighbouring regions. And 
so, he argues, it is nothing surprising if in Ethiopia 
as well, which lies above Egypt, continuous rains in 
the mountains, beating down during the summer, 
swell the river, especially since the plain fact itself 
is witnessed to by the barbarians who inhabit those 
regions. And if what has been said is of a nature 
opposite to what occurs among us, it should not be 
disbelieved on that score; for the south wind, for 
example, with us is accompanied by stormy weather, 
but in Ethiopia by clear skies, and in Europe the 
north winds are violent, but in that land they are 
gentle and light. 

With regard, then, to the flooding of the Nile, 
though we are able to answer "ith more varied 
arguments all who have offered explanations of it, 
we shall rest content with what has been said, in 
order that we may not overstep the principle of 
brevity which we resolved upon at the beginning. 
And since we have divided this Book into two parts 

2 rctd 11"tWT•A,;,s ri<T8eviiJ added by D. 
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el<; SUo fdp'T/ uroxasof1-€VO£ Tfj<; UVf1--
fl-€Tp[a<;, 7rpwr17v f1-t:p[oa rwv !uropovf1-evwv 
avTOV 7r€ptrypa,YOf1-€V, ra o€ TWV Kara 

Atryv7rrov [uropovf1-evwv €v rfi OEvrepq, KaTa-
7l"Ot'T/U'Uf1-€VOt a7l"a"fryt:'A.Lav TWV 

ryEVof1-€vwv /3autA.ewv Tfj<; Airy{mrov tCat rov 
7raA.atorchov j3[ov 7rap' Alryvrrr[ot<;. 

BOOK I. 41· IO 

because of its length, inasmuch as we are aiming at 
due proportion in our account,l at this point we 
shall close the first portion of our history, and in the 
second we shall set forth the facts in the history of 
Egypt which come next in order, beginning with the 
account of the former kings of Egypt and of the 
earliest manner of life among the Egyptians. 

1 Cp. p. 96, n. 1. 
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42. T?)., 7TPWT'TJ'> Twv ilwowpov f3£f3A.wv ota To 
f-LE'YeBo<> el<> ovo {3i{3A.ov<> D£TJP7Jf-LEVTJ'> 7T pwT'TJ J.Lfl' 
7TEpt€xet 7TpooiJLtoV 7T€pt OATJ'> Tij<; 7Tpa'YJLaTEia<; 
Kat Ttt AE'YOf-LEVa 7Tap' Al'Yv7TTLOt<; 7TEpt Tij<; Tou 
KOUJLOV 'Yeveuew<; Ka£ Ti]<> TOJV oA.wv ltpXiJ<> 
UVUTllU€W<;', 7Tp0'> o€ TOVTOt'> 7T€pt TWIJ Bewv, OUOt 
7TOA€t<; EKTtuav KaT' Ar'YV7TTOIJ e7TWVVJLOV'> eaUTWV 

I I ,.. I I 
7TOt'T}UaVT€<;1 7T€pt T€ TWV 7TpWTrvV 'Y€VOJL€VWV 
avBpw7TWV Kat TOU 7TaA.atoTtLTOV f3£ov, Tij<; T€ TWV 
a8avchwv Ttf.LiJ'> Kat Tij; TWV vawv KaTaUKEUij<;, 

o€ 7T€pt Ti]'> T07To8eu{ac; TtJ<;' KaT' Ar'YV7TTOV 
xwpac; Kat TWV 7T€pt TOV N EtAOV 7TOTaJLOV 7Tapa-
oogoA.o'YOVJLEVWV, Tij<; T€ TOVTOV 7TA7JPWU€W'> Tac; 
>I \ \-/,.'> '-/.. > -J..I atTta<; Kat TWV lUTOptKWV Kat 'l't"-OUO't'WV U7TO'I'a-

U€t<;', ETt o€ Ttt<; 7TP0'> eKaUTOIJ TWV UV'Y'YPacf>ewv 
2 avTtpp1JU€l'>' ev TaUT'[} De Tfj {3{{3\_rp Ttt uuvexij 

TOt<;' 7Tp0ElP7Jf-LEVOt<;' apxoJLeBa o€ a7TO 
Twv 'YEVOJ.Levwv 7TpwTwv KaT' Ar'Yv7TTOV {3autA.€wv, 
Kat Ttt.<;' KaTa f-LEPO'> auTWV €KBYJUOJL€8a 
f-LEXPt 'AJ.Ldut'Doc; Tov {3autA.€w<;, 7TpoeK8eJLevot 
KEcpaA.atwDw<; apxatOTUTTJV TWV KaT' 
Ar1 v7TTov. 

43. Birp 'Yap To 7TaA.atov Al'Yv7TTiovc; cf>aut 
xpijuBat TO f.LEV apxatoTaTOV 7Toav €uB£ovTac; Kat 

1 This title is found in A. 

PART TWO OF THE FIRST BOOK 

42. THE First Book of Diodorus being divided 
because of its length into two volumes, the first 
contains the preface to the whole treatise and the 
accounts given by the Egyptians of the genesis of the 
world and the first forming of the universe; then he 
tells of the gods who founded cities in Egypt and 
named them after themselves, of the first men and 
the earliest manner of life, of the honour paid to the 
immortals and the building of their temples to them, 
then of the topography of Egypt and the marvels 
related about the river Nile, and also of the causes of its 
flooding and the opinions thereupon of the historians 
and the philosophers as well as the refutation of each 
writer.1 In this volume we shall discuss the topics 
which come next in order after the foregoing. We 
shall begin with the first kings of Egypt and set forth 
their individual deeds down to King Amasis, after we 569-526 

have first described in summary fashion the most B.o. 
ancient manner of life in Egypt. 

43. As for their means of living in primitive times, 
the Egyptians, they say, in the earliest period got 

1 This sentence as it stands is almost certainly not from 
the hand of Diodorus. But the following words do not 
connect well with the end of chapter 41. In Book 17, which 
is also broken into two Parts, the narrative continues without 
any such interruption as occurs here. 
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Twv €v i!"Aecn rywoJL€vwv Kal 
Tas />i,M, 7retpav ota eKauTou Xap,-

7rpWT'TJV o€ fLcLAtcna 7rpouev€ryKaa-Bat 
TfJV OVOJLa,OJLfV')V arypwCTTtV Ota TO Tfj "fAUKV-
T')Tt ouicpopov eZvat Kat Thv Tpocf>hv apKOVCTav 

2 7rap€xeu8at CTWJLarrt Twv &v8pw1rwv· ryttp 
KT1JV€CTt TaUT'TJV Beo>petuBat 7rpOCT')Vf] Kat Taxv 

airrwv 7rpouavaTp€cpetv. oto 
Tf}<; Thv /3oTcLVrJV TaVT')V 

fLV')fLOV€VOVTM JLfXPt TOV vvv, 
OTav /3aoi,wut, Tfj xetpt XaJL-

7rpouevxeuBat• oZovTat ryap TOV avBpw-
'TI"OV i!"Aewv eXvat 'cj>ov, a7ro T€ 

TEKfLatpoJLevot 7roto-
eTt o€ TOV 7rpOCT0€tCT8at Tpocpf]<; Tf]<; vrypas 

3 JLfiAAOV ;, 0€UT€pav oe X€ryoUCTlV exetv 
TOV'> Alryv'TI"Tiou<; -rwv lxBvwv 

/3pwutv, 'TI"OAXhv oa,Yi"Aetav 7rapexopiJIOU TOV 
'TI"OTaJLOV, fLcLAtCTB' OT€ fLETil ava/3autv 

/ l f: I I t' \ \ "' 
4 llVat,;rJpatVOtTO. OfLOLW<; 0€ Kat TWV 

j3oCTKTJfLcLTWV fVta a-apKocparyetV, Tat<; Oopat<; 
TWV KaTerrBWJLfVWV €uBf]ut xpf]uBat, Ta<; 

EK Twv Ka'AclJLwV Ka-rauKwal;euBat. 
Zxv"l o€ TOVTWV 0LaJLfV€tV 7rapa TOt') VOJL€VCTt 
Tot<; Kai A!ryv'TI"Tov, aD., ll.1ravTa'> cpaut JLfXPt 
TOV vvv JL')O€JL{av aAA')V oZK'I]CTLV EK TWV 
KaAclfLWV exetv, apKetuBat TllVT!]. 

5 7TOAAOV') o€ TOV'Tif' Tcf /3if[l 
1 -ro Te"AeuTa'iov €7rt TOV'> €owoiJLou<; fL€Ta-

/3f]vat wv eZvat Kat -rov EK -roD XwTov 
I )/ \ I \ tf t \ 

"flVOfLEVOV apTOV. Kat TOUTWV T'IJV €Up€CTtV Ot fL€V 
1 a •• Dindorf : a .. 
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their food from herbs and the stalks and roots of the 
plants which grew in the marshes, making trial of 
each one of them by tasting it, and the first one eaten 
by them and the most favoured was that called 
Agrostis,l because it excelled the others in sweetness 
and supplied sufficient nutriment for the human 
body ; for they observed that this plant was attrac-
tive to the cattle and quickly increased their bulk. 
Because of this fact the natives, in remembrance of 
the usefulness of this plant, to this day, when 
approaching the gods, hold some of it in their hands 
as they pray to them ; for they believe that man is a 
creature of swamp and marsh, basing this conclusion 
on the smoothness of his skin and his physical con-
stitution, as well as on the fact that he requires a wet 
rather than a dry diet. A second way by which the 
Egyptians subsisted was, they say, by the eating of 
fish, of which the river provided a great abundance, 
especially at the time when it receded after its flood 
and dried up. 2 They also ate the flesh of some of the 
pasturing animals, using for clothing the skins of the 
beasts that were eaten, and their dwellings they built 
out of reeds. And traces of these customs still remain 
among the herdsmen of Egypt, all of whom, they say, 
have no other dwelling up to this time than one of 
reeds, considering that with this they are well enough 
provided for. After subsisting in this manner over 
a long period of time they finally turned to the edible 
fruits of the earth, among which may be included the 
bread made from the lotus. The discovery of these 

1 Dog's-tooth grass. 
• This must refer to the drying-up of the pools left by the 

flood. 
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el<; •lcnv avacpepovcnv, oi {;' ef<; Ttva TWV 
7TaXatwv (3arnX€wv rov ovoJ.LaroJ.Levov M 17vav. 

6 oi {;' iepet<; TWV J.L€v 1 7TatD€tWV Kat TWV 
Texvwv f.LVBo>..oryovut rov 'EpJ.LfJv ryeryovf.vat, rwv 
{;' elr; TOV (3iov avaryKaiwv TOL <; (3aut'll.e'is· Dto Kat 
ro 7Ta'Aatov 7Tapa0iliou0at ras (3autXeia<; rot<; 
EKryovot<; TWV aXXa TOL<; 7T XetcTTa Kat 
j.LErytura TO 7TA-i]Bor; evepyerovutv, eYre 7TpoKaXou-
f.LEVWV TWV avBpw7TWV TOV<; €cp' eaVTWV (3autXe'ir; 
E7Tt KOtVT]V evepyeuiav, eYre Kat Kar' 
ev Tat<; iepa'ir; avarypacpa'ir; ofJrw 7Tap€tA1]cpOTWV. 

44. MuBoXoryovut D' avrwv TtV£<; TO f.LEV 7Tpwrov 
ri]r; Alyi17Trov Beov<; Kat er'r] (3paxv 

Xd7Tovra rwv f.LVp£wv Kat OKTaKtuxt"Aiwv, Kat 
Bewv euxarov /3aut'Aevuat TOV ''IutDO<; ?flpov- tJ7T' 
av8pw7TWV S€ xwpav (3e(3autXevuBai cpautv 
lr'YJ 2 (3paxv Xei1rovra rwv 7TevraKtuxt'Aiwv f.LEXP' 
rfjr; €Karouri]r; Kat bryDo'YJKouri]r; 'OXvJ.Lmaoo<;, 
KaB' P)v f.LEV 7Tape(3aXof.LEV el<; A¥ryv1rrov, 
€(3aui)..eve De II ro"AeJ.Lato<; o vf.or; tltlwvuor; XP'IJJ.La-

2 rit;wv. TOVTWV De ra f.LEV 7TAf'lUTa Karauxe'iv 
Jryxwpiou<; (3autA€t<;, oXirya S€ AlBio7Ta<; 

Kat Ilepua<; Kat Aleio7Ta<; f.LEV ouv 
llptat TErTapa<;, ov Kara TO etfJ<>, aXX' eK 
J.LaTo<;, fT'I] ra 7TcLVTa (3paxv A€L7TOVTa TWV Kat 

3 rptaKovra· IIepuar; S' KaJ.Lf3uuov rov 
(3aut"Aewr; ro'ir; l57TXot<; Karaurpe'fraJ.Levov ro €Bvo<; 

f \ "" f \ \ I J1 \ 
7r€VTe 7rpO<; TOt<; €KaTOV Kat rptaKOVTa €Teut lTUV 

1 -row Dindorf : -row. 
2 luro before (T1J deleted by Dindorf. 

1 Cp. chap. H. 
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is attributed by some to Isis,l but by others to one of 
their early kings called Menas. The priests, how-
ever, have the story that the discoverer of the 
branches oflearning and of the arts was Hermes, but 
that it was their kings who discovered such things as 
are necessary for existence; and that this was the 
reason why the kingship in early times was bestowed, 
not upon the sons of their former rulers, but upon 
such as conferred the greatest and most numerous 
benefits upon the peoples, whether it be that the 
inhabitants in this way sought to provoke their kings 
to useful service for the benefit of all, or that they 
have in very truth received an account to this effect 
in their sacred writings. 

44. Some of them give the story that at first gods 
and heroes ruled Egypt for a little less than eighteen 
thousand years, the last of the gods to rule being 
Horus, the son of Isis; and mortals have been kings 
over their country, they say, for a little less than five 
thousand years down to the One Hundred and 60-56 

Eightieth Olympiad, the time when we visited Egypt s.o. 
and the king was Ptolemy, who took the name of The 
New Dionysus.2 For most of this period the rule 
was held by native kings, and for a small parl of it by 
Ethiopians, Persians, and Macedonians.3 Now four 
Ethiopians held the throne, not consecutively but 
with intervals between, for a little less than thirty-
six years in all; and the Persians, after their king 
Cambyses had subdued the nation by arms, ruled for 
one hundred and thirty-five years, including the 

2 Ptolemy XI (80-51 B.o.), better known as Auletes ("The 
Piper") and as the father of the famous Cleopatra. 

3 The Ethiopian Period (Twenty-fifth Dynasty), ea. 715-
663 B.O. ; the Persian, 525-332 B.o. ; on the Macedonian, 
332-30 B.o., see the Introduction, pp. ix ff. 
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'TWIJ Alryv7T'Tiwv tL7TOCTTaCTECTtV, 
ljJepetv ov Svvap.evot Tpaxv'TTJTa e7runa-

!Cat eryxwpiov<; acrefletav. 
' , '1'' M '1'' " t: ' ' , ' 4 VE ap<iiat /Ca£ a7TO 
Ma1€eSOvwv e'TTJ /Cat 

Se 
StaTEAECTat 

p.ev 
Se 7TEIJTE' 7TEpt rilv a7TtLVT(J)V ol p.ev 

elxov EV 
E/C 7TaAatwv xplwwv aet 7rapa-

'TWV flacrt"Aeu-
cravTwv eryevETO TW p.eryeOet !Cal 'TV 
,I.. 1 , \ { \ 1 r 1 't'VCTE£ !Cat Ta /CaTa e I t ,.. t-\ \ t' I \ \ I 

5 1rpay1 EV'Ta' 'T]P,£V VE 7TEpt E/CaCT'TOV 'Ta /CaTa 
''\ 11. , \ 1 1 ,.1,. r "' ,.. p.a!Cpov av Et'T] /Cat 7TEptepryov rypa't'etv, av 'TWV 

7T "AeiCT'T(J)V axp1CTT(J)IJ 7T€ptEtA'T]p.p.evwv. St07TEp 'TWV 
7 f:l t' 1 \ I I {11 f: I ac;;£WIJ 'Ta !CVptwTa'Ta VtE<ii£€Vat 

1retpauop.e8a. 
45. Men! 'Toivvv 7rpWTOV cf>acrt 

flacrt"Aevcrat Alrywrov M'T]vav, /Cat 
'TE creflecrOat /Cat E7rt-

T6AE'iv, Se 7rapaT£8ecrOat 
!Cat /Cat CT7pwp.vfi 7TOAVT6A6i xpiJcrOat, !Cal 
TO cruvo"Aov /Cat 7TOAVTe"Ai] f)iov elcr1Jry1-

2 uauOat. Sto !Cat fJuTepov flacrt-
"AevovTa Tvecf>axOov 'TOV Bo!CxoptSor; TOV crocf>ou 
7Ta'Tepa "Aeryovcrtv elr; 'Apaf)iav crTpa'TeucravTa, 
'TWv emT'TJSelwv av'Tov Sta TE epw.tlav !Cat 
'Ta<; Svcrxwplar; EICAt7TOV'T(J)IJ, avary/CauOi]vat p.lav 

evSea ryevop.evov XP1cracr8at otalTy 7rav-
ev'Te"Ae'i 1rapa ncrt 'Twv 'Tvxov'Twv lStw'Twv, 
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periods of revolt on the part of the Egyptians which 
they raised because they were unable to endure the 
harshness of their dominion and their lack of respect 
for the native gods. Last of all the Macedonians and 
their dynasty held rule for two hundred and seventy-
six years. For the rest of the time all the kings of the 
land were natives, four hundred and seventy of them 
being men and five women. About all of them the 
priests had records which were regularly handed 
down in their sacred books to each successive priest 
from early times, giving the stature of each of the 
former kings, a description of his character, and what 
he had done during his reign; as for us, however, it 
would be a long task to write of each of them sever-
ally, and superfluous also, seeing that most of the 
material included is of no profit. Consequently we 
shall undertake to recount briefly only the most 
important of the facts which deserve a place in 
history. 

45. After the gods the first king of Egypt, accord-
ing to the priests, was Menas, who taught the people 
to worship gods and offer sacrifices, and also to supply 
themselves with tables and couches and to use costly 
bedding, and, in a word, introduced luxury and an 
extravagant manner of life. For this reason when, 
many generations later, Tnephachthus,l the father 
of Bocchoris the wise, was king and, while on a cam-
paign in Arabia, ran short of supplies because the 
country was desert and rough, we are told that he 
was obliged to go without food for one day and then 
to live on quite simple fare at the home of some 
ordinary folk in private station, and that he, enjoying 

1 Not identified. Wiedemann conjected that he might be 
Tef-sucht, of the 23rd Dynasty. 
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the experience exceedingly, denounced luxury and 
pronounced a curse on the king who had first taught 
the people their extravagant way of living; and so 
deeply did he take to heart the change which had 
taken place in the people's habits of eating, drinking, 
and sleeping, that he inscribed his curse in hiero-
glyphs on the temple of Zeus in Thebes; and this, 
in fact, appears to be the chief reason why the fame 
of Menas and his honours did not persist into later 
ages. And it is said that the descendants of this 
king, fifty-two in number all told, ruled in unbroken 
succession more than a thousand and forty years, but 
that in their reigns nothing occurred that was worthy 
of record. 

Subsequently, when Busiris became king and his 
descendants in turn, eight in number, the last of the 
line, who bore the same name as the first, founded, 
they say, the city which the Egyptians call Diospolis 1 

the Great, though the Greeks call it Thebes. Now 
the circuit of it he made one hundred and forty 
stades, and he adorned it in marvellous fashion with 
great buildings and remarkable temples and dedica-
tory monuments of every other kind ; in the same 
way he caused the houses of private citizens to be 
constructed in some cases four stories high, in other 
five, and in general made it the most prosperous city, 
not only of Egypt, but of the whole world. And 
since, by reason of the city's pre-eminent wealth and 
power, its fame has been spread abroad to every 

1 "City of Zeus," the Diospolis Magna of the Romans. 
The Egyptian name by which it was most commonly known 
was Nu (or No)," the city." 

1 .,.;;,. omitted by Vulgatc, Bekker, Dindorf. 
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/Cat rov 
cpautv f.v Xeryet 

ovo' OCTa 
fVt ICT1}p,ara o8t 7TA.e'iura 

ICEtTat, 
a't()' eKaTOfL7TVAOL elCTL, OL'YJICOULOL o' av' EtaZUT'YJI> 

f.gOLXVEVUL UVV t7T7TOLULV /Cat lJxeCTcptv. 

7 ffvwt S€ cflaCTtV ov el€arov f.uX'YJ"evat 
7TOALV, aXA.a 7TOAACt /Cat p,eryaXa 7rp07TVAata TWV 
• ·A.' • ' .... • , e e tepwv, a't' wv El€aTOfJ-7TV"ov wvop,au at, ICa a7Tepe£ 
7TOAU7TVAOV. Otup,upta o' app.ara 7rpo<; ax1]eetav , , , .... , , , e 
e5 EI€7Topeveu at• rov<; 

\ ,.. r ' 1 \ \ ryap El€arov ryeryovevat l€ara TIJV 7rapa-
7TOTafJ-Lav a7To llxpt 81J/3Wv TWV 
KaTa At/3V1JV, eKaUTOV oexop,evov ava Ota-
KOULOU<; wv €n vvv Ttt 8ep,€Xta DEL!€Vuu8at. 

46 0 ' ' "'' ' 10 "\ , • V fJ-OVOV V€ TOVTOV TOV 1-JaUti\.Ea 7Tap€t· 
X1]cpap,ev, axxa !€at TWV fJun;pov apgdvrwv 

"\ "\ ' ' ' , 1: '" T1JV aus·IJULV 7T€cptAOTL-
ava81]p,au£ T€ rytJ.p !€at 

apryvpols "a£ xpvuo'ic:, €n fJ' 
KOAOTTLI€WV avSpuivrwv 7TA>)(}et, 7rp0<; S€ TOUTOt<; 
l€aTa(J'f€€Va'i<; p.ovoA.i8wv o/3eALU!€WV f-t1JO€f.LLav TWV 

2 t \ ' tf ... (} , ' U7TO TOV 'YJ"-LOV OUTW I€€KOU}-t'YJU aL. TETTapwv ryap 
i.epwv l€aTauKwa(J'M.vTwv TO T€ l€aA.Xo<; ICa£ To 
p,erye8o<; 8aup,a(J'Tov 1 elvat To 7raA.atcJraTov, 
rptuKaioeKa p,ev uTaSiwv TfJV 7r€pLf.1eTpov, 7TEVT€ 

S€ Kat TETTapd"ovTa 7T1JXWV To fJ,Yo<;, e'i!€out 
1 Oa.u!la.fTrov D, Vogel: Oa.u!la.,.rwv C, Bekker, Dindorf. 

1 Iliad 9. 381-4, where Achilles replies to Odysseus, reject-
ing the proffer of gifts from Agamemnon. 
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region, even the poet, we are told, has mentioned it 
when he says : 1 

Nay, not for all the wealth 
Of Thebes in Egypt, where in ev'ry hall 
There lieth treasure vast; a hundred are 
Her gates, and warriors by each issue forth 
Two hundred, each of them with car and steeds. 

Some, however, tell us that it was not one hundred 
" gates " (pulaz) which the city had, but rather many 
great propylaea in front of its temples, and that it 
was from these that the title " hundred-gated " was 
given it, that is, "having many gateways." Yet 
twenty thousand chariots did in truth, we are told, 
pass out from it to war; for there were once scattered 
along the river from Memphis to the Thebes which is 
over against Libya one hundred post-stations,2 each 
one having accommodation for two hundred horses, 
whose foundations are pointed out even to this day. 

46. Not only this king, we have been informed, but 
also many of the later rulers devoted their attention 
to the development of the city. For no city under 
the sun has ever been so adorned by votive offerings, 
made of silver and gold and ivory, in such number 
and of such size, by such a multitude of colossal 
statues, and, finally, by obelisks made of single 
blocks of stone. Of four temples erected there the 
oldest 3 is a source of wonder for both its beauty and 
size, having a circuit of thirteen stades, a height of 

2 Stabl_es where relays of horses were kept. Eichstadt 
would reJect the whole of § 7 as spurious, and the words rw• 
Ka.ri"l. ri]v il.t86rw appear to be unnecessary. 

3 This is undoubtedly the Great Temple of Ammon at 
Karnak, the most imposing of all the monuments of Egypt. 
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forty-five cubits, and walls twenty-four feet thick. 
In keeping with this magnificence was also the em-
bellishment of the votive offerings within the circuit 
wall, marvellous for the money spent upon it and 
exquisitely wrought as to workmanship. Now the 
buildings of the temple survived down to rather recent 
times, but the silver and gold and costly works of ivory 
and rare stone were carried off by the Persians when 
Cambyses burned the temples of Egypt; 1 and it was 
at this time, they say, that the Persians, by trans-
ferring all this wealth to Asia and taking artisans 
along from Egypt, constructed their famous palaces 
in Persepolis and Susa and throughout Media. So 
great was the wealth of Egypt at that period, they 
declare, that from the remnants left in the course of 
the sack and after the burning the treasure which 
was collected little by little was found to be worth 
more than three hundred talents of gold and no less 
than two thousand three hundred talents of silver. 
There are also in this city, they say, remarkable 
tombs of the early kings and of their successors, 
which leave to those who aspire to similar magni-
ficence no opportunity to outdo them. 

Now the priests said that in their records they find 
forty-seven tombs of kings; but down to the time of 
Ptolemy son ofLagus, they say,only fifteen remained, 323-283 

most of which had been destroyed at the time we n.c. 
visited those regions, in the One Hundred and 60-56 

Eightieth Olympiad. Not only do the priests of n.o. 

1 Cambyses was in Egypt from 525 to 522 B. C. The account 
of his excesses against the Egyptian religion and customs, 
given in great detail by Herodotus (3. 16 fi.), is almost cer· 
tainly much exaggerated (see Gray in The Cambridge Ancient 
History, 4. pp. 22-3, but cp. Hall, ibid. 3. pp. 311-12); at any 
rate they fall toward the end of his stay in the country. 
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1 !J-Ella.vos Hertlein : MI!J-vovos. 

1 Hecataeus of Abdera was an historian of the early third 
centu.ry _B.O., author of an A igyptiaka, from which the following 
descnptwn (47. 1-49. 5) of the tomb of Osymandyas (l\Iiiller, 
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Egypt give these facts from their records, but many 
also of the Greeks who visited Thebes in the time 
of Ptolemy son of Lagus and composed histories of 
Egypt, one of whom was Hecataeus,l agree with what 
we have said. 

47. Ten stades from the first tombs, he says, in 
which, according to tradition, are buried the con-
cubines of Zeus, stands a monument of the king 
known as Osymandyas.2 At its entrance there is a 
pylon, constructed of variegated stone, two plethra 
in breadth and forty-five cubits high; passing through 
this one enters a rectangular peristyle, built of stone, 
four plethra long on each side ; it is supported, in 
place of pillars, by monolithic figures sixteen cubits 
high, wrought in the ancient manner as to shape; 3 

and the entire ceiling, which is two fathoms wide, 
consists of a single stone, which is highly decorated 
with stars on a blue field. Beyond this peristyle 
there is yet another entrance and pylon, in every 
respect like the one mentioned before, save that it is 
more richly wrought with every manner of relief; 
beside the entrance are three statues, each of a single 
block of black stone from Syene, of which one, that 

Fragmenta ltistoricorum Graecorum, 2. 389-91) is drawn. What 
Diodorus gives here is no more than a paraphrase, not a 
quotation, of Hecataens (cp. the Introduction, p. xvii). 

2 This is the great sanctuary erected by Ramses II for 
his mortuary service and known to every visitor at Thebes 
as the Ramesseum. In chap. 49, where Diodorus is not 
following Hecataeus, he calls it specifically a "tomb.'' H. R. 
Hall (Ancient History of the Near East6 , p. 317) derives the 
name Osymandyas from User-ma-Ra (or "Uashmuariya" 
as the Semites wrote it), one of the royal names of Ramses. 

3 These were square pillars with engaged statues of Osiris, 
but they were not monoliths (cp. H. R Hall, l.c., with illustra-
tion). 
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!nrapxetv p,e'Yunov 7ravTwv Twv KaT' Ar'YvnTov, 
ov Tov 7rooa p,eTpO!}p,evov i.I7Tep(3d"AA.etv Tau<; E7rTa 

ETepou<; oe Ovo 7rpo<; TOt<; "/OVa(Tt, TOV 
' , t ' '!: , ' () ' p,ev €/C oestwv, Tov oe es euwvup,wv, U"faTpo<; 

Kal f.l-'rJTpo<;, np p,e'Yf.Bet >..emop,evou<; Tov 7rpoetpry-
4 p,evou. TO o' TOVTO p,ovov eivat KaTa 

TO f.I-E"fEBo<; a7ro8oxiJ<> &gwv, a"AA.a /Cal TV Texvv 
8aup,a(nov Kat Tfj Tov A.Wou cpvuet otacpepov, w<; 
tw Jv p,e'Y€8et otacpvaoo<; 
ICYJAtOO<; fk'rJOep,t&s Bewpoup,EVIJ<;. E7Tt'Y€"fpdcp8at o' 
Jn' auTou " BautA.etY<; (3autA.ewv 'Ouuf.1avova<; 
etp,t. el 8€ Tt<; elo€vat (3ov"Aemt nryA.[Ko<; elf.ll 

\ ,.. ,.. I ,.. ' ,.. )f " 

Kat nou Ketp,at, vtKaTw Tt TWV ep,wv ep"fWV. 
5 eivat oe /Cat aA.A.ryv eldva P,'rJTpo<; auTOU /CaB' 

7rTjXWV €L/COIJ"t p,ov6A.t8ov, lfxouuav oe Tpet<; 
/3autA.e£a<; E7rl ll<; OtaU'rjfLaivetv 
on Ka£ 8uyaT7JP Ka£ Kal (3a(J'tA.ew; 

6 MeTa oe TOV 7rvA./'flva 7rr:piuTUAOV eZvat TOV 
7rporepou c:igw"Ao'YwTr:pov, £v cP 'YA.ucpa, v7rapxew 
7ravTo£a<; iln"Aovua<; Tov 7ro"Aep,ov Tov "f€Vop,evov 
auT(j> 7rpo<; TOV<; EV TOt<; Bax:Tpot<; U'TTOIJ"TlLVTa<;' 
Jrp' oi)<; €u,-paTEvu8at 7re,wv p,€v TETTapdx:oVTa 
p,upuiutv, i7r7r€VIJ"t o€ OtiJ"fLVpiot<;, ei<; TETTapa 
f1-EP7J Otyp1]p,EV1]<; Trai1"1J<; 11"Tpan&s, wv a7raV-
TWV uiou<> Tov (3autA.ew<; iux1Jx:evat Tryv rJ'Yep,ov£av. 

48. Ka£ KaTa p,ev Tov 7rpwTov ,-wv ,-o£xwv 
Tov (3autA.ea KaT€ux:wau8at 7roA.topx:ovvTa Te'ixo<> 
t ' ,.. ' ' I'\ " U7r0 7rOTaf1-0U 7r€ptppVTOV Kat 7rpOKtVOUV€UOVTa 

1 The estimated weight of this colossus ol Ramses Il is 
one thousand tons. 
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is seated, is the largest of any in Egypt,! the foot 
measuring over seven cubits, while the other two at 
the knees of this the one on the right and t4e other 
on the left and mother respectively, are 
smaller the0 one first mentioned. And it is not 
merely for its size that this work merits approbation, 
but it is also marvellous by reason of its artistic quality 
and excellent because of the nature of the stone, since 
in a block of so great a size a singl.e crack 
or blemish to be seen. The mscnptwn upon It runs : 
" King of Kings am I, Osymandyas. If anyone 
would know how great I am and where I lie, let him 
surpass one of my works." There is als? another 
statue of his mother standing alone, a monolith twenty 
cubits high, and it has three diadems on head, 
signifying that she was both daughter and wife and 
mother of a king. 

Beyond the pylon, he says, there ayeristyle more 
remarkable than the former one ; m It there are all 
manner of reliefs depicting the war which the king 
waged against those Bactrians who 
against these he had made a campaign With four 
hundred thousand foot-soldiers and twenty thousand 
cavalry, the whole army having been divided into 
four divisions, all of which were under the command 
of sons of the king.2 

48. On the first wall the king, he says, is represented 
in the act of besiegin(J" a walled city which is sur-
rounded by a river, ana"' of leading the attack against 

2 This is the campaign of Ramses II against the Hittites 
in 1288 B.O. and the great battle around the city of 
on the upper Orontes. The battle has been full,v descrJ?ed 
by J. H. Breasted, The Battle of Kadesh (Decenm3:l Publica· 
tions of the University of Chicago, 1904), who estimates the 
size of the army at little more than 20,000. 
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7rpor; TtVa<; aVTtTETaryp.evovr; f..'ETa AEOVTO<;, CTVV-
1" I I -,. t \ arywvt.,op.evov Tov 'Y/ptov KaTa7T V7rep 

'f: I ' \ "A, \ >-,. '8 OV TQJV Eco'YJ"fOVf..'EVQJV Ot f..'EV E'l'auav 7rpo<; EtaV 
AEOVTa V7Td TOV /3acrtXewr; 

CTV"fiCtVOVVEVEtV avnp KaTa Tar; p.axar; 
7TOte'iv TWV evavTlrov Ota Ttver; o' 
t'crTopovv Gn Ka8' avope'ior; 
cpopTtKW<; 1 eaUTOV E"fiCWp.tatetv /3ovAop.evo<;, Ota 
Tij<; TOV AEOVTO<; elKovor; oui8ecrtv eaUTOV Tfjr; 

2 tvxij<; ev oe T/j> OE,VTeprp Tolxrp TOV<; 
alx_p.aXwTovr; V7TO TOV fJacrtXewr; aryop.evov<; elprya-
cr8at Ta TE alcoia Tar; xeipar; OVIC exoVTar;, 
ot' OoKeiv onXovu8at otoT£ Tair; 1frvxa£r; 
avavopot KaTa Tar; ev TOt<; OEtVOt<; evepryelar; 
" .. ' ' , "\. ,1.. \ 3 axetper; 'I]UaV. TOV O€ TptTOV 

7TaVTolar; Kat Ota7rp€7T€t<; rypacpar;, ot' QJV 07JAOVCT8at 
/3ov8vular; TOV {3acrtAEQJ<; 8 plap.flov a7To TOV 

4 7TOAEp.ov KaTaryop.evov. KaTa oe f..'ECTOV TOV 7TEpl-
CTTVAOV v7Tal8ptov /3wp.ov ,PKoOop.ijcr8at Tov KaX-
AluTov AL8ov Tfj TE xetpovpry/a T/j> 

'8 8· ' ' t-, ' " 5 p.erye Et avp.auTov. KaTa l>e TOV 
Toixov V7Tapxetv avoptavTa<; Ka87]p.EVOV<; ovo p.ovo-
Xl8ovr; e7TTa EtiCOCTt 7T1JXWV, ?Tap' otJr; elcrooovr; 
7-pe'ir; f.te Tov 7reptuTvXov KaTecrKeuacr8at, Ka8' 
&r; olteov v1rapxew v?TouTvXov, ,Poelov Tpo1rov 
teaTEUICEVaup.Evov, eiCUUT'YJV 7TAEupav exovTa 0£-

6 7TAE8pov. ev TOVT'f' o' eivat 7TXij8or; avoptUVT(J)V 
1 </>Of'Titeiils Vogel: tpopTttebs Vulgate, Bekker, Dindorf. 

1 This sentence is apparently not from Heca.taeus. 
Breasted (l.c., pp. 44-5) holds that this lion is purely 
decorative, though the reliefs of the battle show a tame lion 
accompanying Ramses on the campaign. 
1·70-
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opposing troops ; he is accompanied by a lion, which is 
aiding him with terrifying effect. Of those who have 
explained the scene some have said that in _very 
a tame lion which the king kept accompamed him m 
the perils of battle and put the enemy to rout by his 
fierce onset· but others have maintained that the 
king, who w;s exceedingly brave and of prais-
ing himself in a vulgar way, was to portray 
his own bold spirit in the figure of the hon.1 On the 
second wall, he adds, are wrought the captives as they 
are being led away by the king.; they are t?eir 
privates and their hands, which apparently sigmfies 
that they were effeminate in spirit and had no hands 
when it came to the dread business of warfare.2 

The third wall carries every manner of relief and 
excellent paintings, which portray. the perform-
ing a sacrifice of oxen and celebratmg a trmmph after 
the war. In the centre of the peristyle there had 
been constructed of the most beautiful stone an altar, 
open to the sky, both excellent in its workmanship 
and marvellous because of its size. By the last wall 
are two monolithic seated statues, twenty-seven 
cubits high, beside which are set three entrances 
from the peristyle; and by way of these entrances one 
comes into a hall whose roof was supported by 
pillars, constructed in the style an Odeum_.a and 
measuring two plethra on each side. In this hall 
there are many wooden statues representing parties 

2 The reliefs of the battle show Ramses in his chariot and 
the severed hands of the slain, not of the captives, being cast 
before him.(Breasted, l.c., p. 45). . 

a i.e. a Music Hall, distinguished, in the 
from a theatre by its roof and supportmg p1llars. This 1s 
the great I:iypostyle hall behind the second court (cp. the 
Plan in Baedeker'B Egypt, opp. p. 301). 
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in litigation, whose eyes are fixed upon the judges 
who decide their cases; and these, in turn, are 
shown in relief on one of the walls, to the number of 
thirty and without any hands,1 and in their midst 
the chief justice, with a figure of Truth hanging from 
his neck and holding his eyes closed, and at his side a 
great number of books. And these figures show by 
their attitude that the judges shall receive no gift and 
that the chief justice shall have his eyes upon the 
truth alone.2 

49. Next to these courts, he says, is an ambulatory 
crowded with buildings of every kind, in which there 
are representations of the foods that are sweetest to 
the taste, of every variety. Here are to be found 
reliefs in which the king, adorned in colours, is 
represented as offering to the god the gold and silver 
which he received each year from the silver and gold 
mines of all Egypt; and an inscription below gives 
also the total amount, which, summed up according 
to its value in silver, is thirty-two million minas. 
Next comes the sacred library, which bears the 
inscription" Healing-place of the Soul," and contigu-
ous to this building are statues of all the gods of 
Egypt, to each of whom the king in like manner 
makes the offering appropriate to him, as though he 
were submitting proof before Osiris and his assessors 

1 A word to this effect, which is found in a description of 
"figures in Thebes" by. Plutarch (On lsis and Osiris, 10), 
must almost certainly have stood in the text, to give a basis 
for the thought in the next sentence that the judges should 
not receive gifts; cp. Plutarch, l.c., &>s li.liwpov li.p.a liu<aw· 
<TVV')V Kal aVEVTEVK'TOV oiJ<TaV ("showing that justice should 
tako no gifts and should be inaccessible to influence"). 

2 On this Supreme Court see chap. 75. 
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, lr, " ' (:JI 'f: I' , t:J KaTro 7Tapeopour; OT& TOV £0V €t;;€T€"'€CTEV EUCTEtJQJV 
CtKat07Tparywv 7rpor; T€ avOpw7TOUr; Kal. O,;ovr;. 

4 OJ.'OTOtXOV Tfi KaT€CTICEUau8a£ 7TE· 

ptTTwr; olKov elKouiKXtvov, lxovTa Tou Te 
Tfjr; "Hpar;, ln Se 7·oii (:JautXeror;, elKovar;, 

ev r} COKEtV TO uwpa TOV (:JautXeror; evTe-
5 8acp8at. KvKXrp TovTou 1rXij8or; olK7Jp.aTrov 

/CaTECTK€uau0at exoVTCOV eK7Tp€7Tfj 7TaVTrov 
TWV Ka8tepropevrov ev Alryv7TT9} ava(:Jautv 

r,, ' .. ' .. , 1 ' 1,1.. .. 
T€ ot auTrov etvat 1rpor; o"'ov Tov Ta.,.ov· 'Y}V 
i>teXOoiiutv V7Tapxew TOV p.v1}p.aTor; ICVKAOV 
· I \ 'f: I \ I ')(pUCTOUV TptaKOCT£QJV /Ca, Et;;fJKOVTa Ka& 7TEVT€ 

7T7JXWV 7Tepip.eTpov, TO Se 1raxor; 2 7T7JXVa'iov· 
f7Ttryeryparp8at o€ 8tvpfiu8at Ka8' ;"auTov 

"' \ t I "" ' "" 7T7JXVV Tar; '1JJ.'€par; TOU evtaUTOU, 7Taparyerypap-
.p.evrov Twv KaTa cpvutv rytvopevrov Toir; lluTpotr; 
avaTOAWV TE cvuerov TWV Cta TaVTar; 
e7TtT€AOup€vrov e7TtCT7]p.autwv /CaTa TOUr; Alryu-
7TTiovr; auTpoXoryour;. TOVTov 8€ TOv KVKXov v1ro 
Kap.(:Jvuou IIepuwv lcpauav ueuuXfjuOat Ka8' 
o£.r; xpovour; eKpaT7JCT€V AlryV7TTOU. 

6 Tov p.ev ovv 'Ouupavi>vou Tou (:JautXeror; Tacf>ov 
TOtovTov ryev€u8at cpauiv, 8r; ou p&vov OoKe'i Tfi 
KaTa ca7TaV7Jv xoP'TJ'Yt'f 1roXv TfiJIJ llXXrov 
Ct€V€'"fK€tV, aXXa Tfi TWV TEXVt'TWV emvoiq.. 

50 0 r 1:' \ £A t:J I ,#.. r \ ' I • t oe U'YJtJato£ .,.autv eauTour; apxatoTaTour; 
eZvat 7TalJTQJV av8pro7TroV, 7Tap' EaUToir; 7TpWTOtr; 

1 81\.ov has been suspected. Hertlein conjectured 
"to the top of the tomb." 
. 2 ,.&xos all editors. Capps conjectures 1rl\.ri.Tos. 
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in the underworld that to the end of his days he had 
lived a life of piety and justice towards both men 
and gods. Next to the library and separated from 
it by a party wall is an exquisitely constructed hall, 
which contains a table with couches for twenty and 
statues of Zeus and Hera as well as of the king; 
here, it would seem, the body of the king is also 
buried. In a circle about this building are many 
chambers which contain excellent paintings of all 
the animals which are held sacred in Egypt. There 
is an ascent leading through these chambers to the 
tomb as a whole. At the top of this ascent there is 
a circular border of gold crowning the monument, 
three hundred and sixty-five cubits in circumference 
and one cubit thick ; 1 upon this the days of the year 
are inscribed, one in each cubit oflength, and by each 
day the risings and settings of the stars as nature 
ordains them and the signs indicating the effects 
which the Egyptian astrologers hold that they 
produce.2 This border, they said, had been plun-
dered by Cambyses and the Persians when he 
conquered Egypt. 

Such, they say, was the tomb of Osymandyas the 
king, which is considered far to have excelle_d all 
others, not only in the amount of money lavished 
upon it, but also in the ingenuity shown by the 
artificers. 

50. The Thebans say that they are the earliest o! 
all men and the first people among whom philosophy 

1 In place of " one cubit thick " on:e should certainly 
expect "one cubit wide." In that case the space for the 
portrayal of each day would be one cubit square. . 

z Here ends the account drawn, except for occas10nal re-
marks of Diodorus, from Hecataeus. 

a i.e. in the wider sense of study of knowledge. 
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,/.. .,. ,/..' ' () ' ' , , , 'l'ti\.OCFo'l'tav Te euprJCF at Kat T1JV err aKpt/3er; 
) "\ I tl \ 1 ) """ 

aCFTpOI\.O"f£aV, aJLa Kat T1J<; xwpa<; avTOl<; CFVvep-
' \ \ "\. I t ,.. \ J 

"fOVCF1J<; 1rpoc; To T'YJ"-avryea-repov opav ra<; €7rtTol\as 
2 T€ Kat Mu-et<; Trov aCFrpwv. lUw<; o€ Kat Ta 

' ' ... , ... ' ' , 7r€p£ TOV<; f.L1]Va<; aUTOL<; Kat TOV<; f!VtaVTOV<; 
8 '(}I' \tl ,, 
tarerax at. Ta<; ryap 1Jf.L€pac; ovK aryova-t Kara 

1\ , '1\1\ ' ' ' "" () , U'€ 1JV1JV, a a KaTa TOV 1JMOV, TptaKOV 1JJL€pOV<; 
\ 8' \ ,... I t I 

JL€V Tl €fL€VOt TOV<; f.L1]Va<;, 7rf!VT€ 0 1Jf.L€pa<; Kat 
I """ t' \ ) 1 

TeTapTov TOt<; owoeKa JL1Ja-tv €7raryova-t, Kat rovrw 

T!p Tplnrrp TOV Evtava-wv KVKAOV ava7rl\1]pOvCFt;. 
, 8.,.' I:'\ , " •<:-• f!JL, 01\.Lj.LOV<; Of! f.L1]Va<; OVK aryOVCFLV OVO 

vf/Jatpova-t, KaBa7rep ot 7rA€lCFTOt Trov 
\ I:'\ ' .,. ' , ' 7r€pt O€ TWV f!KI\.€£ '1" f!WV 1]AlOV T€ Kat 

aKpt/3ro<; E7r€CFKef/JBat 8oKOVa-t, Kat 7rpopprJCF€t<; 
\ I ,.. I \ \ 

7rep,t TovTwv -rr,owvvTat: Ta Kara J.Lepor; 
rytvoJLeva 7rpol\eryovTt:<; a8ta7rTWTW<;. 

3 TiJv 8€ TOVTOV TOV (3aCFtl\ew<; U'TrO"fOVWV ory8oo<; 
'2 () ' 0' \ " ' 0 7rpoa-aryopw €£<; vxopev<; f!KTlCF€ 71'01\tv MeJL-

,1.. ' ,/.. I , A" 'f'lV, fi'Tf'l'l'aVf!U"TaT'TJV TWV KaT l"fV7rTOV. f_l:e-
' If: \ \ I ) I 

j.Lf!V" ryap T07rfV 
TYJ<; xwpa<;, 07T"OV CFXt/;OJLf!VO<; 0 Netl\o<;' f!l'i' 7rAf!lOVa 

JLEP1J 7rote'i To Kal\ovfL€VOV a1ro TOV a-xr]f.LaTo<; 
'/\ 1:'' ' '(:) ' ' ' , € Ta· Oto Kat U'VV€J-J1J T1JV 'TrOAlV f!UKatpw<; 

I J \ ,.. "\ '() .. ' 
K€lfL€V1JV €71'£ TWV Kl\.f!l pwv €£Vat KVpt€VOVU"aV 

4 "' ) \ ,, I ) I 

TWV €£<;' T1JV avw xwpav ava7rl\eovTwv. TO JLEV 
ovv 7rep£{3ol\ov Ti}'i' 7rol\ew<; e7roi'Y)a-e CFTaoiwv 
t \ \ 1 \ t'' ) I 

f!KaTOV Kat 7f'f!VT1JKOVTa, T1JV 0 OXVPOTYJTa Kat 

1 Camusatus conjectured l!ta-re-ranat which is adopted by 
Bekker, Dindorf. ' 

2 -rov 1ra.-rpos after 6 omitted by CF. 

1 The Egyptians undoubtedly knew the proper length of 
the year, but their year was one of 365 days and there is no 
I76 

BOOK I. so. 1-4 

and the exact science of the stars were discovered, 
since their country enables them to observe more dis-
tinctly than others the risings and settings of the stars. 
Peculiar to them also is their ordering of the months 
and years. For they do not reckon the days by the 
moon, but by the sun, making their month of thirty 
days, and they add five and a quarter days 1 to the 
twelve months and in this way fill out the cycle of the 
year. But they do not intercalate months or 
subtract days, as most of the Greeks do. They 
appear to have made careful observations of the 
eclipses both of the sun and of the moon, and predict 
them, foretelling without error all the events which 
actually occur. 

Of the descendants of this king, the eighth, known 
as Uchoreus, founded Memphis, the most renowned 
city of Egypt. For he chose the most favourable 
spot in all the land, where the Nile divides into 
several branches to form the " Delta," as it is called 
from its shape; and the result was that the city, 
excellently situated as it was at the gates of the 
Delta, continually controlled the commerce passing 
into upper Egypt. Now he gave the city a circum-
ference of one hundred and fifty stades, and made it 

record of their ever officially intercalating a day every four 
years, as, indeed, Diodorus tells us in the next sentence (cp. 
The Carnbridge Ancient History, 1. p. 168). The distinct 
contribution of the Egyptians to the calendar was the rejection 
of the lunar month and the recognition that the length of 
the divisions of the year should be conventional. It was 
this conventional month which Julius Caesar introduced into 
the lunar month calendar of the Romans, practically all 
ancient writers saying in one way or another that the idea 
for his calendar came from Egypt (cp. J. H. Breasted, A 
History of Egypt, pp. 32-3). 
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remarkably strong and adapted to its purpose by 
works of the following nature. Since the Nile flowed 
around the city and covered it at the time of inunda-
tion, he threw out a huge mound of earth on the 
south to serve as a barrier against the swelling of the 
river and also as a citadel against the attacks of 
enemies by land; and all around the other sides he 
dug a large and deep lake, which, by taking up the 
force of the river and occupying all the space about 
the city except where the mound had been thrown up, 
gave it remarkable strength. And so happily did the 
founder of the city reckon upon the suitableness of 
the site that practically all subsequent kings left 
Thebes and established both their palaces and 
official residences here. Consequently from this 
timeThebes began to wane and Memphis to increase,1 

until the time of Alexander the king; for after he 
had founded the city on the sea which bears his name, 
all the kings of Egypt after him concentrated their 
interest on the development of it. Some adorned it 
with magnificent palaces, some with docks and 
harbours, and others with further notable dedications 
and buildings, to such an extent that it is generally 
reckoned the first or second city of the inhabited 
world. But a detailed description of this city we 
shall set forth in the appropriate period.2 

51. The founder of Memphis, after constructing 
the mound and the lake, erected a palace, which, 
while not inferior to those of other nations, yet was 

1 In common with all the Greek writers, Diodorus knew 
nothing about the chronological development of Egyptian 
history. The great period of Thebes was to come with the 
Eighteenth Dynasty, after 1600 B.c., many centuries sub· 
sequent to the founding of Memphis. 

2 Alexandria is more fully described in Book 17. 52. 
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p,eva, 'Tfjc; 
2 i\o'frux£ac; 

Jryxwpeot 
7ravTei\w<; 

'TWV 7rpo(3auti\evuav'Tfi)V p,erya-
Kal. cpti\oKai\£a<; ovK &gta. oi ryap 

'TOV EV 'Tip xpovov eiJTei\i] 
eZz•at vop,l,ouut, 'Tov p,e'Ta 'T;JV s > > \ Ll I \ 
t apE'TTJV p,vr;p,oveuur;uop,evov 7rept 

3 

7ri\e{u'TOV 'TfOtoVVTat, Kat 'Ta<; p,ev 'TWV 'WVTWV 
OLK1JO"€l<; Karai\vuet<; ovop,a,ouuw, W<; oA.£ryov 
xpovov EV 'TUVTal<; OLKOVVTWV 'TOV<; S€ 'TWV 

i\ I I ..J.. > >I 
'T€'T€ €U'T'YJKO'TWV 'Ta't'OU<; ato£OU<; OlKOV<; 7rpOUW'fO· 

' f ' r/t;:. t- i\ 1 , , 1 peuouuw, w<; ev otare ovv'Twv 'TOV a7retpov 
alwva· Sto7rep 'Twv Kara Ta<; olK{a<; KaTa-

.. ..!.. 'I-: \ ' ' UKevwv 'YJ'TTOV 't'povn.,ovut, 7r€pt oe 'Ta<; 'Tarpa<; 
imep(3oi\hv OVK a7Toi\e£7I'OVO"l cpti\onp,lac;. 

Thv S€ 7I' poetp1Jf..dvr)v 7roi\tv ovof..Laa-8 i}va£ 'Tlv€c; 
cpautv am) 'Tijc; BuryaTpoc; 'TOV K'TLO"UV'TO<; avrhv 
/3auti\€wc;. 'TaVT1J<; oe p,vBoi\oryovuw €paa-Bijvat 
TOV 'TfOTap,ov Ne£i\ov Of..lOlWBEvTa mvprp, Kat 
ryevvfjuat 'TOV E7I'' apeTfi Bavp,auB€vm 7rapa TOt<; 
, , A'' "' ' ' , eryxwptot<; tryvrrTov, u't' ov Kat T'YJV O"Uf..L7I'auav 

4 xwpav TUX,EtV Tfj<; 7rpouryryop£ac;. 
ryap TOvTov Tryv ryev€u8at (3auti\€a 
cpti\avBpw7rov Kat SlKatov Kat KaBoi\ov a-7rou-
Sa£ov El! 'Tfauc bto Kat p,eyai\7]<; ci'TfoSoxfi<; &gwu-
p,evov u7ro 7ravTwv Dta 'T1'7v Ei5votav TvxeZv 'T1}; 

5 
7rpoetpl]p,€vr;c; 'Tlf..Lfj<;. 

MeTa Se Tov 7rpoetpYJp,€vov (3auti\€a SwoeKa 
ryevea'ic; vcrTEpov n';v KaT' Alryv7I'TOV 

Mo'iptc; €v p,ev TV M€p,cpet KaTea-Kevaue 
' (31 'i\ , ' Ta opfla 7rp07rV ata, T[J p,eryaA.o7rpE7reta 7roi\u 

TWV aA.i\wv urrep€xovTa, €rravw oe Tfjc; 
, \ ' i\' , t: .... ' , U'TfO O€Ka UXOLZJWV lj.tVI]V wpUq€ T[) f..LEV €VX,p1)· 

O"'TLf!- Tip oe p,ey€8€£ TWV ifprywv 
r8o 

nooK r. 5r. r-s 
no match for the grandeur of design and love of the 
beautiful shown by the kings who preceded him. 
For the inhabitants of Egypt consider the period of 
this life to be of no account whatever, but place the 
greatest value on the time after death when they will 
be remembered for their virtue, and while they give 
the name of " lodgings " to the dwellings of the 
living, thus intimating that we dwell in them but a 
brief time, they call the tombs of the dead " eternal 
homes," since the dead spend endless eternity in 
Hades; consequently they give less thought to the 
furnishings of their houses, but on the manner of 
their burials they do not forgo any excess of zeal. 

The aforementioned city was named, according to 
some, after the daughter of the king who founded it. 
They tell the story that she was loved by the river 
Nile. who had assumed the form of a bull, and gave 
birth to Egyptus, a man famous among the 
for his virtue, from whom the entire land received Its 
name. For upon succeeding to the throne he showed 
himself to be a kindly king, just, and, in a word, 
upright in all matters; and so, since he was held by 
all to merit great approbation because of his good-
will, he received the honour mentioned. 

Twelve generations after the king just named, 
Moeris succeeded to the throne of Egypt and built 
in Memphis itself the north propylaea, which far 
surpasses the others in magnificence, while ten 
schoeni I above the city he excavated a lake which 
was remarkable for its utility and an undertaking of 

1 Herodotus (2. 6) says that the schoenus was an Egyptian 
measure, equal to sixty stades or approx;imately se:ven 
miles but according to Strabo (17.1. 2-i) it vaned from thirty 
to hundred and twenty stades. At any rate the Fayum 
is about sixty miles from the site of ancient Memphis. 
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incredible magnitude.1 For its circumference, they 
say, is three thousand six hundred stades and its 
depth in most parts fifty fathoms ; what man, 
accordingly, in trying to estimate the magnitude of 
the work, would not reasonably inquire how many 
myriads of men labouring for how many years were 
required for its completion? And as for the utility 
of this lake and its contribution to the welfare of all 
the inhabitants of Egypt, as well as for the ingenuity 
of the king, no man may praise them highly enough 
to do justice to the truth. 

52. For since the Nile did not rise to a fixed height 
each year and yet the fruitfulness of the country 
depended on the constancy of the flood-level, he 
excavated the lake to receive the excess water, in 
order that the river might not, by an excessive 
volume of flow, immoderately flood the land and form 
marshes and pools, nor, by failing to rise to the 
proper height, ruin the harvests by the lack of water. 
He also dug a canal, eighty stades long and three 
plethra wide,2 from the river to the lake, and by 
this canal, sometimes turning the river into the 
lake and sometimes shutting it off again, he furnished 
the farmers with an opportune supply of water, 
opening and closing the entrance by a skilful device 
and yet at considerable expense ; for it cost no less 
than fifty talents if a man wanted to open or close 
this work. The lake has continued to serve well the 
needs of the Egyptians down to our time, and bears 

1 The reference is to the great known as the 
Fayum, into which the Nile flowed during the period of 
inundation. The control of this flow, as described below, 
was first undertaken by the Pharaohs of the Twelfth Dynasty, 
especially by Amenemhet III. 

• i.e. about nine miles long and three hundred feet wide. 
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I Jl "\ I I """ 
fTKEUarraVTO<; exet, /lai\.OVfi-EVTJ fi-EXP' TOV IIVV 

4 M I <;:< "\ I < Q "\ ' > 1 
Otptoo<; 1\.lfl-VYJ. 0 0 OVV f-JarTti\.EV<; OpVTTWV 

I 1"\ ) I I ) 'f' 1 
TaVT'YJV EV fl-EU'{J T07TOV, EV rp 

\ / \ \ f! 

'fJKOOOfi-'YJU€ Kat OVO 7TVpaj.Uoar;, TTJV fl-EV eaVTOV, 
\ I I \ I 

TrJV 0€ TrJ<; "fVVatKO<;, fJTaotata<; TO vtor;, ef 
ciJv elKovar; A.t8£var; l1r£ 

Bpovov, VOJl-iswv Ota TO!JrWV TWV eprywv aBava-
. .... '·'- , , , , e , TOV eaVTOU KaTai\.Et 't' EtV TTJV €7T arya rp fi-VTJfl-'YJV. 

5 \ ' "' "\. I ) \ '"' ) e I I 
TTJV 0 EK TYJ<; 1\.tfi-VYJ<; a7TO TWV tX VWV "ftVOf1-€V7JV 

' ... \ \ , ' \ 
1rpouooov eowKe T'{J ryvvatKt 1rpor; fi-Vpa Kat Tov 

aA.A.ov KaAAW7TlUf1-0V, 1>epaVUTJ<; T1J<; apryv-
6 I 1"'\. I!' I f! I ,, \ \ 

ptOV TUI\.aVTOV EKafTT7J<; 7Jf1-€pa<;• E!KOU£ ryap Kat 
0 I I "" ' ) I .).. ) e 1 

uo "fEVYJ -rwv KaT aUTYJV 'f'autv LX vr..JV €£Vat, 

Kat TOUOVTOV ainwv aALUKEuBat 7TA-Fj8or; WUTE 
\ ,., ,.. I '' Tour; 7rparrKapTepovvTa<; Tat<; -raptxetatr; ovTa<; 

7Tafl-7TArJ8e'ir; ovuxepwr; 7reptryiveu8at -rwv eprywv. 
IT ' ' M ' · , ljPt fi-EV ovv otptoa<; Touau tu-ropavutv 

AtryV7T'TlO£. 
53 ..... I <:'I ,/. <I ' \ . ..:..,euowutv oe 'f'autv vu-repov E7TTa ryeveat<; 

Q AI I > ,/, I \ I 
fJUUt Ea "fEVOfi-EVOV €7Tl'f'aV€fJTU'Ta<; Kat fl-E"flUTa<; 

TWV 7rpo av-rov 7Tpaget<; f7T€t o€ 
\ I ,.. jJ "\ I ' I t 

7T€pt TOVTOV TOV f-JaUti\.EW<; OV fl-OVOV 0£ uuryrypa-

ol 7Tapa TOt<; ,, EAA'T]Ut 7T por; 

1 This practice is better known in the case of the Persian 
rulers. Villages in Syria had been giwn the Queen Mother 
" for he: girdle" (cp. the English " pin-money "; Xenophon, 
AnabasM, I. 4. 9), and when Themistocles was received by 
the Persian king after his exile from Athens three cities of 
Asia were given him-Magnesia for bread, Lampsacus 
for wme, and for meat (Thucydides, l.· 138. 5). 
Herodotus (2.149) gives the same figure for the in·come from 
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the name of its builder, being called to this day the 
Lake of Moeris. Now the king in excavating it left 
a spot in the centre, where he built a tomb and two 
pyramids, a stade in height, one for himself and the 
other for his wife, on the tops of which he placed stone 
statues seated upon thrones, thinking that by these 
monuments he would leave behind him an imperish-
able commemoration of his good deeds. The income 
accruing from the fish taken from the lake he gave to 
his wife for her unguents and general embellishment, 
the value of the catch amounting to a talent of silver 
daily ; 1 for there are twenty-two different kinds of 
fish in the lake, they say, and they are caught in such 
abundance that the people engaged in salting them, 
though exceedingly many, can scarcely keep up with 
their task. 

Now this is the account which the Egyptians give 
of Moeris. 

53. Seso5sis,2 they say, who became king seven 
generations later, performed more renowned and 
greater deeds than did any of his predecessors. 
And since, with regard to this king, not only are the 
Greek writers at variance with one another but also 

the catch, but only for the six months when the water" flows 
from the lake." A daily catch of the value of more than a 
thousand dollars and a cost of fifty times that sum for 
opening the locks seem highly improbable. 

2 Practically all Greek and Latin writers called him · 
Sesostris, and about him stories gathered as about no other 
ruler in ar10ient history with the exception of Alexander the 
Great. "In Greek times Sesostris had long sinc5 become 
but a legendary figure which cannot be identified with any 
particular king" (J. H. Breasted, A History of Egypt, p. 189). 
But certain facts narrated in connection with him were 
certainly drawn from memories of the reign of Ramses II of 
the Nineteenth Dynasty. 
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Kat TWV KaT' AtryV'TT'TOV ot TE 

Kat ol Ota aVTOV f'YICOJP,tatovTe<; 
ovx -fJf.u:'i:; 7T'etpauop,e0a 
Ttt 7T't0avwTaTa Kat To'i:; lnrapxovutv ;n KaTa 

xropav U'T}p,e{ot<; Ttl 
2 ryap Tov !.euowuto<; f'TT'O{'Yf-

uev 0 avTOV 'Tt Kat 
KOV' 1 TOV<; ryap KaTa avTiJV -f}p,epav ryevv'T}-
0 1 '1:: "" A' I ' evTa<; 7T'atoa<; es O"''TJ<; T'Yf<; £"fV7T'Tov uvva'Ya'YOJV 
. ' ,I,. ' \ \ ' "\. , , ' Kat TPO't'ov<; tcat TOV<; e'TT'tJL£"-Tfuop,evov<; E7TtUT'T}Ua<; 

tcat 7T'atoe{av lfJptue TOt<; 7T'autv, 
TOV<; p,a'A.tuTa Kat 

7rapp1Jutas Ke"otvrovTf"oTa<; evvovuTa-
Tov:; l(.at UVVa"fOJV£UTtl<; fV TO'i<; ap{uTOV<; 

3 eueuOat. 7T'cLVTa oe Ote-
7TOV'YfU€ TOV<; 7T'a'ioa<; ev ryup,vau{ot<; uuvex_eut "at 

I \ \ > I 0 7T'oVot<;' ovoevt ryap avTOJV €s1JV 1rpouevery"au at 
A.. I > \ I t' I f \ 

TPO't''TJV, et Jl-1] 7rpoTepov vpap,ot uTavtov<; EKaTov 
4 l(.at OlO Kat 7TcLVTE<; avoproOevTe<; 

t' .... t: '0' \ ' .... ' , V7T'7JPsav a "-1JTat p,ev Tot<; urop,autv evprouTot, 
-fJ'Yep,ovttcol oe tcal KapTepttcol Ta'i<; tvxai<; Ota 
TWV apLUTOJV f7T'l'T1/0EVP,aTOJV 

6 To p,ev ovv 7TpwTOV 0 'ieuorout<; a'TT'OUTa'A.et<; 
V'TT'O TOV 7TaTpO<; P,ETtt ouvap,ero<; el<; 'Apa/3tav, 

I \ ,... 1,1. 1 
uuuTpaTevop,evrov Kat Trov uuvTpo't'rov, 7rept Te 
Ttt<; O'ljpa<; Ot€7T'OV'Ij01] Kat Tat<; avuop{at<; Kat 
U7TaVOUtTiat<; KaT€ UT peo/aTO TO 

&7raV TO TWV 'Apa/3rov,2 TOV 
' """ I I , t \ \ 

6 'TT'fO TOV XPOVOV €7T'€tTa Et<; TOV<; 
T1JV fU7Tepav a7T'OUTaA€t<; 7T' 

1 Bekker and Dindorf follow 11 in omitting iwol'IJITEII and 
adding after fja.utll.ucov. 
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among the Egyptians the priests and the poets who 
sing his praises give conflicting stories, we for our part 
shall endeavour to give the most probable account 
and that which most nearly agrees with the monu-
ments still standing in the land. Now at the birth of 
Sesoosis his father did a thing worthy of a great man 
and a king: Gathering together from over all Egypt 
the male children which had been born on the same 
day and assigning to them nurses and guardians, he 
prescribed the same training and education for them 
all, on the theory that those who had been reared in 
the closest companionship and had enjoyed the same 
frank relationship would be most loyal and as fellow-
combatants in the wars most brave. He amply 
provided for their every need and then trained the 
youths by unremitting exercises and hardships ; for 
no one of them was allowed to have anything to eat 
unless he had first run one hundred and eighty stades.1 

Consequently upon attaining to manhood they were 
all veritable athletes of robustness of body, and in 
spirit qualified for leadership and endurance because 
of the training which they had received in the most 
excellent pursuits. 

First of all Sesoosis, his companions also accom-
panying him, was sent by his father with an army 
into Arabia, where he was subjected to the laborious 
training of hunting wild animals and, after hardening 
himself to the privations of thirst and hunger, 
quered the entire nation of the Arabs, which had 
never been enslaved before his day; and then, on 
being sent to the regions to the west, he subdued the 

1 About twenty miles. 

a 'Apa/Jow W esseling : {Ja.p{J&.pw,, 
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7TaVTfi'J .. 
7 tJv TOV OE 

{3aut>..e£av 7rpoKaT-
7rpageut €7te/3a>..ero 

8 olKOV}Lfl''T]V KaTaKT1JtTau0at. fVtO£ Oe AE"fOV-

lTtV aUTO V {J7To • 
7rapaK"A7]0-Tjvat T;;,V o>..6Jv OVValTTf!Lav, 

oi JLEV lTVVflT€£ 'TT'OAV T;;,V IJ,>.,>.,(I)V Otacpepovuav 
cpaut Tov 'TT'aTepa €uop.ev7Jv 1 

I t "" ' I \ \ I "\ lTTpaTEtav, 0£ 0€ p.avTtKTJ 'X,P6J}L€V'T]V Kat TO }Lf">.,AOV 
ElTEuOat 7tporytvwlTKOVlTav EK T€ 

Tijo; €v fTt 0' €" 2 T(;,V 
9 KaTa TOV ovpavov "f£VO}LEV6JV lT'T]}Lfi6JV, ryErypa-

cpalT£ oe oton KaTa ryevEutv Tov 
0 aVTOV KaO' ;;7TVOV oo;at TOV 

"H cpatlTTOV avTip A.eryetv OTt olKov-
lO o ota TavT7Jv 

ovv alr£av Tov p.ev 'TT'aTepa 
TOV 7rpoetp7JJLEVOV a0 potu at Kat ary6J-

TWV 
()>._(l)v E7Ti0Eutv, aVTOV o' avOp6J0evTa Tfi TOV 
Oeov 7TtuTevuavTa KaTeVEX,Bi]vat 

elp7]p.EV7JV lTTpaTEiav. 
54. o€ TaVTTJV 7rpWTOV }LEV 

\ \ ' \ , I ,.. "" 
T7]V aVTOV f!VVOtaV KaTElTKf!ValT€ 'TT'alTt 
KaT' OEtV p.ev uvuTpa-

, f I f \ ,.. r I ' V'TT'I!p 'T6JV 7J"fOVJLEV6JV a7T'0-
o' E7Tl. T;;,V 

7T'aTpil!6Jv JL7JOEV el p.i>.."AEt 7tpoai-
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larger part of Libya, though in years still no more than 
a youth. And when he ascended the throne upon the 
death of his father, being filled with confidence by 
reason of his earlier exploits he undertook to conquer 
the inhabited earth. There are those who say that he 
was urged to acquire empire over the whole world 
by his own daughter Athyrtis, who, according to 
some, was far more intelligent than any of her day 
and showed her father that the campaign would be 
an easy one, while according to others she had the 
gift of prophecy and knew beforehand, by means 
both of sacrifices and the practice of sleeping in 
temples,1 as well as from the signs which appear in 
the heavens, what would take place in the future. 
Some have also written that, at the birth of Sesoosis, 
his father had thought that Hephaestus had appeared 
to him in a dream and told him that the son who had 
been born would rule over the whole civilized world; 
and that for this reason, therefore, his father collected 
the children of the same age as his son and granted 
them a royal training, thus preparing them before-
hand for an attack upon the whole world, and that 
his son, upon attaining manhood, trusting in the 
prediction of the god was led to undertake this 
campaign. 

54. In preparation for this undertaking he first of 
all confirmed the goodwill of all the Egyptians 
towards himself, feding it to be necessary, if he were 
to bring his plan to a successful end, that his soldiers 
on the campaign should be ready to die for their 
leaders, and that those left behind in their native 

1 The ancient practice of incubation, during which the 
god of the temple would grant a revelation through a dream ; 
cp. p. 80, n. 1. 
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lands should not rise in revolt. He therefore showed 
kindnesses to everyone by all means at his disposal, 
winning over some by presents of money, others by 
gifts of land, and others by remission of penalties, 
and the entire people he attached to himself by his 
friendly intercourse and kindly ways; for he set free 
unharmed everyone who was held for some crime 
against the king and cancelled the obligations of 
those who were in prison for debt, there being a great 
multitude in the gaols. And dividing the entire 
land into thirty-six parts which the Egyptians call 
nomes, he set over each a nomarch, who should 
superintend the collection of the royal revenues 
and administer all the affairs of his division. He 
then chose out the strongest of the men and formed 
an army worthy of the greatness of his undertaking ; 
for he enlisted six hundred thousand foot-soldiers, 
twenty-four thousand cavalry, and twenty-seven 
thousand war chariots. In command of the several 
divisions of his troops he set his companions, who were 
by this time inured to warfare, had striven after a 
reputation for valour from their youth, and cherished 
with a brotherly love both their king and one another, 
the number of them being over seventeen hundred. 
And upon all these commanders he bestowed allot-
ments of the best land in Egypt, in order that, enjoy-
ing sufficient income and lacking nothing, they might 
sedulously practise the art of war. 

55. After he had made ready his army he marched 
first of all against the Ethiopians who dwell south of 
Egypt, and after conquering them he forced that 
people to pay a tribute in ebony, gold and the 

1 -ro6nw after Kal deleted by Dindorf. 
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. tusks of elephants. Then he sent out a fleet of 
four hundred ships into the Red Sea,1 being the 
first Egyptian to build warships, and not only took 
possession of the islands in those waters, but also 
subdued the coast of the mainland as far as India, 
while he himself made his way by land with his army 
and subdued all Asia. Not only did he, in fact, visit 
the territory which was afterwards won by Alexander 
of Macedon, but also certain peoples into whose 
country Alexander did not cross. For he even 
passed over the river Ganges and visited all of India 
as far as the ocean, as well as the tribes of the 
Scythians as far as the river Tanais, which divides 
Europe from Asia; and it was at this time, they say, 
that some of the Egyptians, having been left behind 
near the Lake Maeotis, founded the nation of the 
Colchi.2 And the proof which they offer of the 
Egyptian origin of this nation is the fact that the 
Colchi pradise circumcision even as the Egyptians 
do, the custom continuing among the colonists sent 
out from Egypt as it also did in the case of the Jews. 

In the same way he brought all the rest of Asia into 
subjection as well as most of the Cyclades islands. 
And after he had crossed into Europe and was on his 
way through the whole length of Thrace he nearly 
lost his army through lack of food and the difficult 
nature of the land. Consequently he fixed the limits 
of his expedition in Thrace, and set up stelae in many 
parts of the regions which he had acquired; and 
these carried the following inscription in the Egyptian 

1 Not the present Red Sea, but the Persian Gulf and the 
Indian Ocean. 

• The Tanais river and the Lake Maeotis are the Don and 
the Sea of Azof respectively, but the country of the Colchi 
is generally placed in the Caucasus. 
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x H. R. Hall (The Ancient Hietory of the Near East 6, pp. 
161-2) gives a translation of a stele set up at Semneh by 
Senusret Ill of the Twelfth Dynasty, who is often identified 
with the Sesoosis of Diodorus, and observes that its language, 
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writing which is called " sacred " : " This land the 
King of Kings and Lord of Lords, Sesoosis, subdued 
with his own arms." And he fashioned the stele with 
a representation, in case the enemy people were war-
like, of the privy parts of a man, but in case they were 
abject and cowardly, of those of a woman, holding 
that the quality of the spirit of each people would be 
set forth most clearly to succeeding generations by 
the dominant member of the body.l And in some 
places he also erected a stone statue of himself, armed 
with bow and arrows and a spear, in height four cubits 
and four palms, which was indeed his own stature.2 
He dealt gently with all conquered peoples and, after 
concluding his campaign in nine years, commanded 
the nations to bring presents each year to Egypt 
according to their ability, while he himself, assembling 
a multitude of captives which has never been sur-
passed and a mass of other booty, returned to his 
country, having accomplished the greatest deeds of 
any king of Egypt to his day. All the temples of 
Egypt, moreover, he adorned with notable votive 
offerings and spoils, and honoured with gifts accord-
ing to his merits every soldier who had distinguished 
himself for bravery. And in general, as a result of 
this campaign not only did the army, which had 
bravely shared in the deeds of the king and had 
gathered great wealth, make a brilliant homeward 
journey, but it also came to pass that all Egypt was 
filled to overflowing with benefits of every kind. 
unique in this period for its scorn of the conquered negroes, 
is strikingly reminiscent of the stelae described in this passage 
and by Herodotus 2. 102. 

2 About seven feet; cp. the bed of Og, king of Bashan 
(Deut. 3. 11 ), which was nine cubits long and four wide; "is 
it not in Rabbath of the children of Ammon? " 
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3 AE"f€Ta£ o€ 'TWll alxp.aA.w'Twll eK Baflv-
a'll"OUTfjvat 'TOV p.h 
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1 ""l after l'TI omitted by D and Vogel, retained by Bekker 

and Dindorf. 

1 " Few of the great temples of Egypt have. not some 
chamber, hall, colonnade or pylon which bears his (Ramses II} 
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56. Sesoosis now relieved his peoples of the labours 
of war and granted to the comrades who had bravely 
shared in his deeds a care-free life in the enjoyment 
of the good things which they had won, while he 
himself, being ambitious for glory and intent upon 
everlasting fame, constructed works which were 
great and marvellous in their conception as well as 
in the lavishness with which their cost was provided, 
winning in this way immortal glory for himself 
and for the Egyptians security combined with ease 
for all time. For beginning with the gods first, he 
built b each city of Egypt a temple to the god who 
was held in special reverence by its inhabitants.1 

On these labours he used no Egyptians, but con-
structed them all by the hands of his captives alone ; 
and for this reason he placed an inscription on every 
temple to the effect that no native had toiled upon 
it. And it is said that the captives brought from 
Babylonia revolted from the king, being unable to 
endure the hardships entailed by his works ; and 
they, seizing a strong position on the banks of the 
river, maintained a warfare against the Egyptians 
and ravaged the neighbouring territory, but finally, 
on being granted an amnesty, they established a 
colony on the spot, which they also named Babylon 
after their native land. For a similar reason, they 
say, the city of Troy likewise, which even to this 
day exists on the bank of the Nile, received its name: 2 

for Menelaus, on his voyage from Ilium with a great 

name, in perpetuating which the king stopped at no desecra-
tion or destruction of the ancient monuments of the country '' 
(J. H. Breasted, History of Egypt, p. 443). 

2 Strabo (17. l. 34} mentions a. village of this name nea.r the 
pyramids. 
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number of captives, crossed over into Egypt; and 
the Trojans, revolting from him, seized a certain 
place and maintained a warfare until he granted 
them safety and freedom, whereupon they founded 
a city, to which they gave the name of their native 
land. I am not unaware that regarding the cities 
named above Ctesias of Cnidus has given a different 
account, saying that some of those who had come 
into Egypt with Semiramis founded them, calling 
them after their native lands.1 But on such matters 
as these it is not easy to set forth the precise truth, 
and yet the disagreements among historians must 
be considered worthy of record, in order that the 
reader may be able to decide upon the truth without 
prejudice. 

57. Now Sesoosis threw up many great mounds 
of earth and moved to them such cities as happened 
to be situated on ground that was not naturally 
elevated, in order that at the time of the flooding 
of the river both the inhabitants and their herds 
might have a safe place of retreat. And over the 
entire land from Memphis to the sea he dug frequent 
canals leading from the river, his purpose being that 
the people might carry out the harvesting of their 
crops quickly and easily, and that, through the con-
stant intercourse of the peasants with one another, 
every district might enjoy both an easy livelihood 
and a great abundance of all things which minister 
to man's enjoyment. The greatest result of this 
work, however, was that he made the country secure 
and difficult of access against attacks by enemies ; 
for practically all the best part of Egypt, which 

1 This campaign of Semiramis is described in Book 2. 14; 
on Ctesias cp. the Introduction, pp. xxvi f. 
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1 .,.. W esseling : M. 
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before this time had been easy of passage for horses 
and carts, has from that time on been very difficult 
for an enemy to invade by reason of the great 
number of canals leading from the river. He also 
fortified with a wall the side of Egypt which faces 
east, as a defence against inroads from Syria and 
Arabia ; the wall extended through the desert from 
Pelusium to Heliopolis, and its length was some 
fifteen hundred stades. Moreover, he also built a 
ship of cedar wood, which was two hundred and 
eighty cubits long and plated on the exterior with 
gold and on the interior with silver. This ship he 
presented as a votive offering to the god who is 
held in special reverence in Thebes, as well as two 
obelisks of hard stone one hundred and twenty 
cubits high, upon which he inscribed the magnitude 
of his army, the multitude of his revenues, and the 
number of the peoples he had subdued; also in 
Memphis in the temples of Hephaestus he dedicated 
monolithic statues of himself and of his wife, thirty 
cubits high,! and of his sons, twenty cubits high, 
the occasion of their erection being as follows. When 
Sesoosis had returned to Egypt after his great cam-
paign and was tarrying at Pelusium, his brother, 
who was entertaining Sesoosis and his wife and 
children, plotted against them; for when they had 
fallen asleep after the drinking he piled great 
quantities of dry rushes, which he had kept in readi-
ness for some time, around the tent in the night and 

1 The account through here of Sesoosis closely follows that 
given by Herodotus 2. 102 ff. Near Memphis are two colossi 
of Ramses II, the larger of which was about forty-two feet 
high, approximately the thirty cubits of Diodorus and of 
Herodotus 2. 110 (Baedeker's Egypt, p. 141). 
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7 Ll ' , ' ""' " \ , , 7T€pwetr;, eve7Tp'T}crev. a'l'vw oe rou 7TVpor; etcAaf.J-· 
.. r,. ' ' , ' ,.. n , I'll t:J , 
't" avror; ot Jl-€V €7T£ T'YJ<; uepa7Tetar; rou f-lacrtA.ewr; 
T€Ta"f/.tf.VOt a'}'€VVW<; W<; &v olVWf.J-eVOt, 
o De af.J-cporepar; ras xe'ipar; avare{var; 
tca£ v7Tep rijr; crwr'T}piar; rwv re 1ra£Dwv tcat rijr; 
ryuvattcO<; TOL<; Beo'ir; D£a rijr; 

8 cpA.o'}'o<;. crw8e£r; DE rour; &A.A.our; 
Beour; htf.l-'YJCT€V tca86n 7Tpoeip'T}Tat, 
7TaVTWV DE Jl-aAtUTa TOV "HcpatcrTov, wr; V7Tb 
TOtJTOU T€T€VXW<; Tij<; UWT'T}p£ar;. 

58. IIoA.A.wv De tcat f.l-E"faA.wv 7Tep£ rov 
crtv V7TaptavTWV DOK€t Jl-€"faA07Tp€7TecrTaTOV avTw 

, \ .,. , , " \ "f€"fOV€Vat TO UUVT€1\.0Uf.J-€VOV €V Tat<; e10ooot<; 7T€pt 
2 Tour; Twv ryap KaTa7T€7ToA.ew1f.1-evwv 
€Bvwv oZ T€ TO,<; UU"fK€XWP7Jf.LeVar; 
gxovTe<; tcat rwv &A.A.wv oi Tar; f.Le'YicrTa<; 
f.Loviar; 7TapetA'T}cpore-. el<o ev 
TatcTOt<; xpovot<; cpepOVT€<; Dwpa' oDr; 0 
EKD€XOf.L€V0'> ev f.J-EV ro'ir; /11\.A.ot<; ETLf.La tcat Dtacpe-
povrw<; 7Tpoijryev, o1rore De 1rpor; iepov 7ToA.tv 
7Tpocrdvat Jl-eA.A.ot, rour; L7T7Tovr; a1ro rov re8pi7T7Tou 
AUWV V7T€S€V'}'VU€V avrt rourwv tcaTa renapar; 
rov<o re tcat rour; /11\.A.our; 
EVD€tiCVUf.L€VO<;, w<; r{Jero, 7Tacrtv [)T£ rou<o rwv 
aA.A.wv Kparicrrou<; tcat Dt' e7TtcpavecrraTOV<; 

A. ' , " .,..,. , " , " tcara7TO €f.L'T}Ua<; €t'> af.Lt/\,1\.aV ap€TYJ'> OUIC exet 
3 rov DUVaf.LEVOV cruryKptBijva£. Dotce'i D' ovro<; 0 

7Tavrar; rour; 7Tw7ToTe ryevoJ.Levour; 
ra'ir; r€ 

tca£ rep f.LEryeBet tcat rep 7TA.r}8et rwv re 
avae'T}}UtrWV tcat rwv gp'}'WV rwv tcarecrtceuacrf.Le· 
vwv tcar' At'YV7T'IOV. gT'T} De rpia 7Tpor; ro'i<o rpta· 
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set them afire. When the fire suddenly blazed up, 
those who had been assigned to wait upon the king 
came to his aid in a churlish fashion, as would men 
heavy with wine, but Sesoosis, raising both hands to 
the heavens with a prayer to the gods for the preserva-
tion of his children and wife, dashed out safe through 
the flames. For this unexpected escape he honoured 
the rest of the gods with votive offerings, as stated 
above, and Hephaestus most of all, on the ground 
that it was by his intervention that he had been saved. 

58. Although many great deeds have been credited 
to Sesoosis, his magnificence seems best to have been 
shown in the treatment which he accorded to the 
foreign potentates when he went forth from his 
palace. The kings whom he had allowed to con-
tinue their rule over the peoples which he had 
subdued and all others who had received from him 
the most important positions of command would 
present themselves in Egypt at specified times, 
bringing him gifts, and the king would welcome 
them and in all other matters show them honour and 
special preferment; but whenever he intended to 
visit a temple or city he would remove the horses 
from his four-horse chariot and in their place yoke 
the kings and other potentates, taking them four at 
a time, in this way showing to all men, as he thought, 
that, having conquered the mightiest of other kings 
and those most renowned for their excellence, he 
now had no one who could compete with him for 
the prize of excellence. This king is thought to 
have surpassed all former rulers in power and military 
exploits, and also in the magnitude and number of 
the votive offerings and public works which he built 
in Egypt. And after a reign of thirty-three years 
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/3 ' I ' I >f:l \ KOVTa aUtl\.f:VUa<; f:K 7rpoatpf:Uf:W<; f:s€Al7r€ TOV 
/3iov, V7rOAl7TOVTWV avTov TWV Dftf.ULTWV' Kat 
TOtiTO 7Tpaga<; OV JLOVOV 7Tapa TOt<; [f:pf:VUtv, a"\"\a 
Kat 7rapa Tot<; ClA.A.ot;; Alryv7TTiot<; f.BavJLduBTJ, 
Saga;; TV JLf:ryaA.otvxiq, Twv 1rmparyJLevwv 
aKoh.ovBov 7rf:7TOtiju8at Thv TOV /3iov KaTa-
UTporfJ1JV. 

4 'E7rt TouovTo S' i:uxvuf: Kat DtETf:tve To'i;; 
xpovot<; n TOVTOV TOV /3autA.ew<; !:JuTE Tij<; 
Al"fv7rTov 1roh.h.a'i;; "fEVtat<; i5uT€pov 7TEuovu1J<; v7ro 

' 't: ' II ' " ' T'Y}V Ec,OVUtaV TWV epuwv, ({at uapEtOV TOV 
';:ilf: ' , MIA-. ' ..... ep,ov 7TaTpo<; u7rovoauavTo<; f:V f:JL't'f:t T1]V 
lSiav elK ova uTijuat 7rpo Tij<; 1 'i.euowuto<;, o ;.t€v 
apxtepev<; UVTf:L7r€ A.oryov 7TpoT€8EVTO<; f.v EKKh.1]-
u£q, TWV iepewv, a7rOcp'T]VdjLevo<; W<; OV7TW Llape'io<; 
v7rep(3e/37JKe Ttt<> -:E.euowuw;; 7rpaget;;, o S€ j3aut-
h.ev;; ovx 07TW<; ah.Xa Kat TOVVavTiov 
f]u(}d;; E7Tt TV 7rapp7Jutq, U7TovSauetv ecp'Y}uev 
..r \ > I ' ri,(} I (3 I \ 07TW<; KaTa f.L'TJOEV f:KHVOV 1\.f:t't' €l1] lWUa<; TOV 
tUOV xpovov, Kat 7TapeKaAf:t uvryKp£vetv Ta<; 
f]A.tKtwnSa;; 7rpaget;;· TovTov ryap DtKatoTaTov 
fAEryxov EiVat Try<; apeTij>, 

5 IIept JLEV oi'Jv 'i.euowuto<; apKEuer]UOJL€(}a To'i<; 
A.oryot<; To'i;; P'TJBE'iuw. 

59. '0 o' vio;; avTov Thv /3aut-
A.etav Kat Thv Tov 7raTpo;; 7Tpou'T]ryopfav €avTw 
7T€pt(}EJL€VO<; /.LfV 7rOA€JLl!Cryv .ry J.WryJL1]'<; 

ovS' f]vnvovv UVV€T€AEUaTO, UVft7TTWJLaTt 
2 I ><:- ly ' le \ \ 

0€ 7T€ptE7T€UEV tota.,ovTt. €UT€p'1] 1J f.L€11 ryap T1]<; 
opauer<><; EtT€ Dta Thv 7Tpo<; TOV 7TaT€pa Tij<; 
cpvuew<; Kowwviall eiB', 1/J;; Ttlle<; JLU(}oA.o'Yovut, Sta 
Thll f:l<; TOll 7rOTGJLOll aue/3etall, f.v i> X€lfla,OJL€VO<; 
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he deliberately took his own life, his eyesight having 
failed him; and this act won for him the admiration 
not only of the priests of Egypt but of the other 
inhabitants as well, for it was thought that he had 
caused the end of his life to comport with the loftiness 
of spirit shown in his achievements. 

So great became the fame of this king and so 
enduring through the ages that when, many genera-
tions later, Egypt fell under the power of the Persians 
and Darius, the father of Xerxes, was bent upon 
placing a statue of himself in Memphis before that 
of Sesoi:isis, the chief priest opposed it in a speech 
which he made in an assembly of the priests, to the 
effect that Darius had not yet surpassed the deeds 
of Sesoi:isis ; and the king was far from being angered, 
but, on the contrary, being pleased at his frankness 
of speech, said that he would strive not to be found 
behind that ruler in any point when he had attained 
his years, and asked them to base their judgment 
upon the deeds of each at the same age, for that was 
the fairest test of their excellence. 

As regards Sesoi:isis, then, we shall rest content 
with what has been said. 

59. But his son, succeeding to the throne and 
assuming his father's appellation, did not accom-
plish a single thing in war or otherwise worthy of 
mention, though he did have a singular experience.1 

He lost his sight, either because he shared in his 
father's bodily constitution or, as some fictitiously 
relate, because of his impiety towards the river, 
since once when caught in a storm upon it he had 

1 The following folk story, with some variations, is given 
in Herodotus 2, Ill. 

1 7rpO Ti]s Diudorf: 7rpO Ti]s Toil. 
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'!rOTE To rpepop.evov pevp.a KaTrJKovTure· Su\ 
aTvx£av avaryKau0et<; KaTac/JvyetV J'lrt 

TOJV Oerov E'lrt xpovov<; iKavov<; 
Ovulat<; Kat np.a'i<; TO Oe'iov ovoe-

3 p.ta<; ETvryxave Tip DEKaTrp 8' eTEt 
p.avTela<; avTip ryevop.EV'IJ<; Ttp.T]uat Te TOV Oeov 
Tov ev 'Hi\tov7roi\et Kal. ryvvatKo<; oiJprp 
TO 7rpouro7l'OV f]n<; ETEpov 7re'ipav avopo<; OVK 
eti\rJc/Je, TWV p.i:v ryvvatKWV U71"0 lUa<; apEa-

' "'\"'\' 't: , , .. , p.evo<; Kat 7ro"'"'a<; ovoep.tav evpev aota-
cpOopov K'IJ'Tl'OVpov TtVO<;, ryevop.evo<; 
eryr]p.E' Ttl<; o' aU.a<; EV KWfl-TJ TtVt KaTE-
KaiiUEV, Al'Y{nrTtot Sta To uvp.7rTrop.a TovTo 

4 7rpourJryopevuav lepav Tip 8' ev 
7roi\et Oeip Tct<; xaptTa<; U'lrOVEp.rov TTJ<; eveprye-
u[a<; KaTa TOV 'XP'IJUp.ov oflei\luKOV<; aveO'IJICE Mo 

To p.ev 7ri\aTo<; otCTw, To 8€ p.ijtCo<; 
'lrTJxrov f.KaTov. 

60. MeTa TOVTOV TOV uvxvoi TWV 
t: , ' ' , , t: T'IJV apXrJ" Ttve<; ovo€v 

avarypac/Jfir; aEtov. s· iJuTepov ryevea'i<; 
"Ap.aut<; ryevop.evo<; Trov 15xi\rov 
/3tatoTepov· p.ev ryap 7rapa To UKatav 
enp.rope'iTo, uvxvov<; TWV OVUtWV EU'TEptuKe, 
'lrCtUt o' V7rep07rTtiCOO<; Ka' KaTa 'lrCtV V7reprJc/Javro<; 

2 7rpouec/JepeTo. p.expt p.ev ovv Ttvo<; ol 7rauxovn:<; 
EKapTepovv, DV ovvap.evot KaT' ovoeva TPO'IrOV 
ap.vvauOat TOV<; 7ri\Eov luxvovTa<;· E7re't o' 
'AKnuavrJ<; 0 TWV AlOtO'Ir(A)JI EUTpa-
TEVU€11 E7r' avTfJV, TOT6 TOV p.iuov<; Katpov i\.a-

1 One of these obelisks still stands, of red granite of Syene 
and 66 feet high. The largest obelisk in the world, that 
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hurled a spear into the rushing current. Forced by 
this ill fortune to turn to the gods for aid, he strove 
over a long period to propitiate the deity by numer-
ous sacrifices and honours, but received no con-
sideration. But in the tenth year an oracular 
command was given to him to do honour to the god 
in Heliopolis and bathe his face in the urine of a 
woman who had never known any other man than 
her husband. Thereupon he began with his own 
wife and then made trial of many, but found not one 
that was chaste save a certain gardener's wife, 
whom he married as soon as he was recovered. All 
the other women he burned alive in a certain village to 
which the Egyptians because of this incident gave the 
name Holy Field; and to the god in out of 
gratitude for his benefaction, he dedicated, m 
ance with the injunction of the oracle, two mon?hth1C 
obelisks,! eight cubits wide and one hundred h1gh. 

60. After this king a long line of successors on 
the throne accomplished no deed worth recording. 
But Amasis who became king many generations 
later, ruled' the masses of the people with great fi69-fi26 

harshness; many he punished unjustly, great num- a.o. 
hers he deprived of their possessions, and towards 
all his conduct was without exception contemptuous 
and arrogant. Now for a time his victims bore up 
under this, being unable in any way to protect 
themselves against those of greater power ; but when 
Actisanes,2 the king of the Ethiopians, led an 
against Amasis, their hatred seized the opportumty 

before the Lateran, is 100 feet high; the 150 feet of Diodorus 
seems a little too big. . 

a A. Wiedemann (Agyptische Geschichte, p. 582, n. 1) 
that Actisanes is no more than a double of the Eth10p1an 
Sabaco of chap. 65. 
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3 (.), 1 ' , ' "\ <:' , ' <:'' t-JOV'rO<; U7r€U"T'YJU"UV ot 'Tri'.EtU"TOt. Oto1rep paotw<; 
aUTOV xetpw8evTO<; fLEV At"fV'TrTO<; f7r€U"€V. V7r0 
T'hv Tr;JV Al8 tCJ'TrWV {3aa-tA.dav, 0 o' 'AntU"UV7J<; 
av8pw'Ti"LVW<; EVE"f/Ca<; Thv EVTvx£av E7rt€l/CW<; 

4 To'ic; v7roTeTa"ffLEVotc;' l5Te 8,) Kat 
U"VV€TEA€U"€V rou)v Tt 7r€pt TOV<; ArJU"Ta<;, OUT€ 
OavanlJa-a<; TOU<; evoxovc; oi5Te o"Aoa-xepwc; 

5 U"VVa"fa"fdJV ryttp Jg U7rarrrr> Tij<; 
xwpac; TOU<; fV OVTa<; /Ca/COVp"fLa<;, 
/Cat Tryv OlU"fVWU"lV auTWV Ot/CatoTUT'YJV 7r0l7JU"a-
fL€VO<;, li7ravTa<; Tour;; KaTaOeOtKaa-fLevovr;;, 
a7rOT€fLdJV o' auTWV TOV<; fLVICTijpac; KaTrp!CtU"EV EV 
TOt<; ECTXUTOt<; Tijc; ICTLU"a<; 7rOAlV Thv a7r0 
Tov U"VfL7rTWf.taTo<; Twv olK7JTopwv 'PtvoKo"Aovpa 
7rpoa-a"fopev8 e'ia-av. 

6 Af5T7] o€ /CElf.tEVI] 7rp0<; TOte; fL€8op£otr:; Tijc; 
Al"fV'TrTOV Kat 'i.vptac; ou f.taKpttv TOU 7rapi}KovToc; 
alryta"Aov 7TUVTWV uxeoov TWV 7rpoc; av8pw7rLV'Y]V 

7 OtatTav av7JKovTwv ea-TepiJTat· 1reptexet fLEV ryap 
auTryV xwpa UAf.tvp£ooc;, EVTO<; o€ TOU 
T€L)(OV<; o"A[ryov ECTTtV f50wp EV Kat TOVTO 
otecp8app€vov Kat 7TavTeA-wc; Tfj ryeva-et 7rtKpov. 

8 ICanp!CtCT€ o' auTOU<; elc; TUVT'Y}V Thv xwpav, l57rw<; 
TOV<; e; apxijc; f7rlT'YJO€V8evTa<; {:3£ovc; DtUT'Y]-

povvTE<; AVfLa[vwvTat TOU<; fL'YJOfV aOl/COVVTa<;, fL1T€ 
/CaTa Td<; 7rp0<; TOV<; &"A"Aovc; E7TlfLt;fac; aryvoov-

9 fL€VOt A.avBavwCTtV. a"A"A' OfLW<; elc; 
xwpav ep'Y]fLOV Kat 7rUVTWV U"XEOOV TWV XP7JCT{fLWV 
a7ropov E7r€VO'Y}U"av {:3[ov olKe'iov Ti]c; 7rep£ avTOV<; 
evoe{ac;, aVa"fiCaSOVU"'Y]<; Tijc; 7rpoc; Thv 

1 "-a/36wros Dindorf: "-af3&vT<S. 
I D, Bekker, Vogel: xC:,pas Vulgate, Dindorf. 
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and most of the Egyptians revolted. As a conse-
quence, since he was easily overcome, Egypt fell 
under the rule of the Ethiopians. But Actisanes 
carried his good fortune as a man should and con-
ducted himself in a kindly manner towards his 
subjects. For instance, he had his own manner of 
dealing with thieves, neither putting to death such 
as were liable to that punishment, nor letting them 
go with no punishment at all; for after he had 
gathered together out of the whole land those who 
were charged with some crime and had held a 
thoroughly fair examination of their cases, he took 
all who had been judged guilty, and, cutting off 
their noses, settled them in a colony on the edge 
of the desert, founding the city which was called 
Rhinocolura 1 after the lot of its inhabitants, 

This city, which lies on the border between Egypt 
and Syria not far from the sea-coast, is wanting in 
practically everything which is necessary for man's 
existence ; for it is surrounded by land which is full 
of brine, while within the walls there is but a small 
supply of water from wells, and this is impure and 
very bitter to the taste. But he settled them in 
this country in order that, in case they continued to 
practise their original manner of life, they might 
not prey upon innocent people, and also that they 
might not pass unrecognized as they mingled with 
the rest of mankind. And yet, despite the fact 
that they had been cast out into a desert country 
which lacked practically every useful thing, they 
contrived a way of living appropriate to the dearth 
about them, since nature forced them to devise 

1 i.e. Nose-clipped. 
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10 a7ropiav 7rUVTa JliiJxaviiuBat. KaAUft'Y}V ry?tp KEL-
"" P ' I \ I I 

powre<; EK TYJ'> Oftopou xwpa<;, Kat TQUTIJV ux£-
'OVT€<;, ALVa 7rapaw!JKYJ KaTEUKEVa,ov, TaUTa De 
1rapa Tov alrytaXov J.,.£ 1roXA.ov<; umUov<; 
; UTavTe<; Ta<; T&w opTvrywv J.,.owvvTo· 

ryap OVTO£ KaT' ary€Xa<; ft€L,OVa<; fK TOV 
1reXaryou;;· ob<; 8YjpevovTe<; rj8pot,ov 1rXfj8o<; iKavov 
el<; €avTot<;. 

61. Tov o€ /3autAEW<; TOVTOV 
Alryv7rTtOt, Kat KQTEUTYJ-

uav Jryxroptov /3autX€a M€v07Jv, ov nve<; Mappov 
2 7rpouovotta,ouutv. ovTo<; o€ tt€v 7rpa-

ouo' f7r€T€AEUaTO, o' arnw 
, , , ,_, /3' e ,. 

KaT€UK€Vaue TOV Aa vptv OV, OVX 
oihw KaTa TO fl-Erye8o<; TWV eprwv BauttaUTOV W> 

\ \ A.. ... , , ' ' ' 7rpO<; T7JV 't'l"'OT€XV£aV OUUftlft'I]TOV" 0 ryap €£U€A-
8wv el<; avTOV ou Ovvamt fmUw<; 

f ""' '\ \ I \ "" ,... 
eupew, eav fi-"7 TVX'[l nvo<; 001J"fOV 1ravTeXw<; 

3 fft7r€Lpov. o€ nve<; Ka£ TOV D.a{oaXov el<; 
Arryv7rTov 7rapafJaA.ovTa Ka£ BavwiuavTa €v 
TOt<; ep-yot<; nfxv1JV KaTaUK€Vauat Tip {3autA€VOVTI. 
Tfj;; Kp!JT17<; Mivrp Xa/3vptv8ov Oftotov Tip KaT' 
Arrv7rTov, €v rp rye,,€u8at ttvBoXorovut Tov 

4 A€"fOfl-€VOV Mwwmvpov. aXX' 0 ftEV KaTa 
T€AEW>, erT€ OvvarTTOV nvo<; 

KaTaUKa'fraVTO<; erTe TOV xpovov TOVpryov AVftYJ-
VaftEVOV" 0 o€ Kar' Arryv7rTOV UKEpatov 
oA-17v ftEXP£ Tou KaB' 
{3iov. 

62. M eTa o€ TOV /3autAEW<; TOVTOV 
' \ \ I I J I ,.. 1 f:' e-rrt ryevea<; 7rEVTE ryevOftEV1J<; avapxta<; TWV aooc;wv 
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every possible means to combat their destitution. 
For instance, by cutting down reeds in the neighbour-
hood and splitting them, they made long nets, which 
they set up along the beach for a distance of many 
stades and hunted quails; for these are driven in 
large coveys from the open sea, and in hunting them 
they caught a sufficient number to provide themselves 
with food. 

61. After the death of this king the Egyptians 
regained the control of their government and placed 
on the throne a native king, Mendes, whom some call 
Marrus. So far as war is concerned this ruler did not 
accomplish anything at all, but he did build himself a 
tomb known as the Labyrinth,! which was not so 
remarkable for its size as it was impossible to imitate 
in respect to its ingenious design; for a man who 
enters it cannot easily find his way out, unless he gets 
a guide who is thoroughly acquainted with the 
structure. And some say that Daedalus, visiting 
Egypt and admiring the skill shown in the building, 
also constructed for Minos, the king of Crete, a 
labyrinth like the one in Egypt, in which was kept, as 
the myth relates, the beast called Minotaur. How-
ever, the labyrinth in Crete has entirely disappeared, 
whether it be that some ruler razed it to the ground 
or that time effaced the work, but the one in Egypt 
has stood intact in its entire structure down to our 
lifetime. 

62. After the death of this king there were no 
rulers for five generations, and then a man of obscure 

1 This building is described in chap. 66. The classical 
authors did not agree on the name of its builder and the 
Mendes or Marrus of Diodorus is otherwise entirely unknown 
(cp. A. Wiedemann, Agyptische Geschichte, p. 259). 
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, '() j3 " , A' " ' , , nr; ppe 1J arn"'eur;, ov p.ev ovop.a!;ovut 
Ke-rnva, 7rapd of. To'ir; "EA.A.rJO"lV dvat Dota'i 
ITpw-revr; o Ka-ra -rov 'IA.taKov "fE"fovd:Jr; 7roA.ef1.ov. 

2 , iS' ' , " TOUTOV € 7rapao€00fl€VOU TWV T€ 7rV€UfJ.UTWI! EX€tV 
' I \ \ ,.f...\ j3 '"\ "\ t \ , €fl7r€lptav Kat 'T'YJV flOP'I''YJV fl€Ta a"-"-ElV OTE flEV 
' y' , ' ' ' • ' etr; TV7rour;, o-re oe etr; oevopov 'I] 1rup i] TL 

TWV aA.A.wv, OflOAO"fOVfl€Va TOVTOl<; uvp./3ait•€t Kat 
3 TOUr; iepe'ir; AE"f€£11 7r€pt av-rou. EK fJ.fll 'Yap -rfjr; 

fl€Td TWV au-rpOAO"fWV a-up./3twuewr;, i}v 
uvvexwr;, Efl7r€tpiav EUX'IJKEVat TOll /3aa-tA.ea TWV 
TOlOVTWV, EK of. TOU vop.ip.ou TOU 7rapaOeOOfJ.EVOU 
-ro'ir; j3aa-cA.euuc -ro 7Tept -rar; p.em/3oA.as -rfjr; lo€ar; 

4 p.vBoA.o'YTJ{)PJvat ?Tapd To'ir; ''EA.A.7Jutv. €v €()et 
' .,. "' 'A'' t" I I "fap Ell/at TOl<; KaT OVVUO"Tat<; 7r€ptTL-

{) () ' ' A.. " ' "'\ ' ' ' EU' at 7r€pt TTJV KE'I'a"-'IJV 1\.EOVTWV Kat Taupwv 
Kat OpatcoVTWV 7rpOTOfJ.CL<;, U''YJflEta Tfjr; apxfjr;• Kat 
7r0TE p.ev o€vopa, 7r0TE o€ 7rUp, EU'Tl o' OT€ Kat 
()up.tap.aTWV evwowv €xew E7rt Tfjr; KecpaA.fjr; OVK 
oA.i"fa, Kat Old TOVTWV llp.a flEV €au-rovr; elr; 
EV7rphretav Koa-pe'iv, &p.a o€ TOV<; aA.A.ovr; elr; 
KaTa7r ArJglV a"f€tll Kat O€lutoaip.ova Otaeea-tv. 

5 MeTa of. -rnv ITpw-rewr; TEA€VTf)V Otaoegap.evo<; 
-rhv j3autA.eiav o u[or; 'Pep.cptr; oce-rheue 1rciv-ra 
TOll TOU !;fjv xpovov E7rlf1.€AOJ.l-Ell0<; -ri;Jv 7rpoa-oowv 
Kat uwpeur<JV 7rav-raxaeev TOll 7rAOUTOV, Ota o€ 
fJ.lKpo,Yvxiav Kat cptA.ap"fupiav oil-re elc; 

eewv oih' elc; EV€P"f€O"iav ewe pW7rWV 

1 Diodorus in his account of Proteus follows Herodotus 
(2. 112 ff.), who, it has been suggested, may have confused 
an Egyptian title, Prouti, with the familiar "Proteus" (cp. 
How and Wells, A Commentary on Herodotu8, I. p. 223). Cotes, 
apparently, cannot be identified with any Egyptian ruler. 
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or1gm was chosen king, whom the Egyptians call 
Cetes, but who among the Greeks is thought to be 
that Proteus 1 who lived at the time of the war about 
Ilium. Some tradition records that this Proteus was 
experienced in the knowledge of the winds and that 
he would change his body, sometimes into the form 
of different animals, sometimes into a tree or fire or 
something else, and it so happens that the account 
which the priests give of Cetes is in agreement with 
that tradition. For, according to the priests, from 
the close association which the king constantly main-
tained with the astrologers, he had gained experience 

such matters, and from a custom which has been 
passed down ;tmong the kings of Egypt has arisen the 
myths current among the Greeks about the way 
Proteus changed his shape. For it was a practice 
among the rulers of Egypt to wear upon their heads 
the forepart of a lion, or bull, or snake as symbols of 
their rule; at times also trees or fire, and in some 
cases they even carried on their heads large bunches 
of fragrant herbs for incense, these last serving to 
enhance their comeliness and at the same time to fill 
all other men with fear and religious awe.2 

On the death of Proteus his son Remphis 3 suc-
ceeded to the throne. This ruler spent his whole 
life looking after the revenues and amassing riches 
from every source, and because of his niggardly and 
miserly character spent nothing either on votive 
offerings to the gods or on benefactions to the inhabi-

2 On some of these insignia cp .• J. H. Breasted, History of 
Egypt, p. 38; the snake was the symbol of the Northern 
Kingdom, the sacred uraeus. 

3 Ramses III, the Rhampsinitus in cor.nection with whom 
Herodotus (2. 121) recounts the famous tale of the thieves. 
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6 ovS€v Sto Ka2 ryeVOf.L€VO<; ov /3aut;\ev<; 
,.,. "' ' , ' (}' ' ' ' ' ' "'' 1: a"'"' otKOVOf.LO<; arya o<; avn T'Y}'> e'TT' api!TTJ oor;;1J'> 

a?Te;\t7T€ 7TA€tiTTa TWV 7rp0 avTOV /3aut-
A€UO'tlVTWV' ap"fvpou 1 ryap XPVITOV 2 7rapa-" , , , , 
0€ OTat ITUVa"fa"fHV aUTOV f!t<; Tf!TTapaKOVTa 
f.LVptaSar; TaAaVTWV. 

63. TovTou 8€ €7rl ryevear; €7rrd. 
Thv apxiJV /3aut;\e'i<; apryo'i 'TT'aVTe;\wr; 

Kal 7rpor; &veutv Ka'i Tpvcphv li'TT'aVTa 7rpaTTovTer;. 
Sto7Tep €v Ta'ir; tepat<; avarypacpa'i<; ovS€v avTwv 
" " .,., "1: ' , '1:' epryov 'TT'O"'UT€1\.€<; ouoe 7rpa,.tr; tiTTopta<; asta 
7rapaSE8omt €vo<; NH;\ew'\, acp' ov O'Uf.L/3aivet 
Tov 'TT'OTaf.LOV ovof.Lau{}fjvat 3 Net;\ov, To 7rpo rov 
Ka;\ovf.Levov Arryu?TTov• oihor; S€ 'TT';\e{uTa<; evKai-
pour; 8u/Jpuxa<; KaTaO'Kf!UtliTa<; Kab 'TT'OA;\d 'TT'Epb 
EVXPTJITTiav TOV Ne{;\ov cfnAOTtf.LrJ(}e2r; ahwr; 

I ""' ,. I ,.... I 
KaT€1TT1J T'f' 'TT'OTaf.Lrp TaUTTJ<; T'Y)'> 7rpOIT1J"fOpta<;. 

2 "01Soor; S€ /3afn;\evr; ryevof.Levor; Xef.LJ.U<; o Mef.L-
cpiT1J<; f.LEV ET1J 7TfVT1JKOJITa, KaTeiTKevaue S€ 
Thv f.LE"fiiTT1JV Twv Tptwv 'TT'vpaf.LLSwv Twv €v Totr; 
E'TT'Ttt TOt<; E'TT'tcpaveO"TtlTOt<; ep"fOl<; apt(} f.LOUf.LEVWV. 

3 avmt 8€ Keif.LeVat KaTa At/3V1]V Tf}<; Mef.Lcpew<; 
a'TT'EXOVO't ITTaSiour; EKaTOV Ka'i erKOITt, TOV S€ 
Ne£)\,ou 7TEVT€ 7Tpor; TOt<; T€TTapaKOVTa, Trp 8€ 
f.L€"fE(}et TWV EP"fWV Ka'i TV KaTa xetpovp'Yiav 
TEXVV 4 TlVa 7rap€xovTat 

4 Tot> eewf.L€vw;;. f.LEV 1ap f.Le'Y£ur17 Terpa'TT'Aeupor; 

1 apyvpiov D, Bekker, Dindorf. 
2 xpucriou Bekker, Dindorf. 
3 AB D, Bekker, Vogel: C:,vop.&cr8at Vnlgate, 

Dindorf. 
' So Reiske: 'TfXIf'ljV x«poupyl<f. 
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tants. Consequently, since he had been not so much 
a king as only an efficient steward, in the place of a 
fame based upon virtue he left a treasure larger than 
that of any king before him ; for according to tradi-
tion he amassed some four hundred thousand talents 
of silver and gold. 

63. After Remphis died, kings succeeded to the 
throne for seven generations who were confirmed 
sluggards and devoted only to indulgence and 
luxury. Consequently, in the priestly records, no 
costly building of theirs nor any deed worthy of 
historical record is handed down in connection with 
them, except in the case of one ruler, Nileus, from 
whom the river came to be named the Nile, though 
formerly called Aegyptus. This ruler constructed 
a very great number of canals at opportune places 
and in many ways showed himself eager to increase 
the usefulness of the Nile, and therefore became the 
cause of the present appellation of the river. 

The eighth king, Chemmis 1 of Memphis, ruled 
fifty years and constructed the largest of the three 
pyramids, which are numbered among the seven 
wonders of the world. These pyramids, which are 
situated on the side of Egypt which is towards Libya, 
are one hundred and twenty stades from Memphis 
and forty-five from the Nile, and by the immensity 
of their structures and the skill shown in their execu-
tion they fill the beholder with wonder and astonish-
ment. For the largest is in the form of a square and 

1 Chemmis is the Cheops of Herodotus (2. 124), the Khufu 
of the monuments. Diodorus makes the same mistake as 
Herodotus in putting the pyramid-builders of the Fourth 
Dynasty (c. 3000 B.c.) after Ramses Ill of the Twentieth 
Dynasty (c. 1200 B.c.). 
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oVua 'T/j> f1r£ f]&u€Wt; 7r'A.eup0..v 
, , , "'\ 'B ' , ' t-' ,, .. t... "\. ' €/CaUT'YJV EX€£ 7rA-€ pwv €7rTa, TO 0 V-rO'> 7r"'€0V 

TWV 7rAEBpwV' uvva'Yw'Yhv o' E/C TOV !Car' 
oA["fOV :\ap.,/3avovua p.,expt T1J'> !Copv<fJijc; E/CcLUT'YJV 

5 7rAwpav 7l"Ot€t 7l"'YJXWV 7raua Oe urepeou 
:\(8ov /CarWIC€Uaurat, rhv p.,EV ep"fau£av exovroc; 
ouuxepij, rhv !5€ Otap.,ovhv aiwvtov· OV/C EAaTTOVWV 
'Yap xtA-iwv lrwv, file; <fJaut, OteA'Y}:\vBorwv elc; 

' B' r ..... Q r t t- \ '' 1 A.. 1 TOV /Ca 'YJp.,ac; t-JLOV, W<; o€ €Vt0£ "fpa't'OVU£1 7rA€to-

VWV rptuxtA-iwv Kat rerpa!Cou£wv, Otap.,evovut 
p.,expt TOV vuv ol :>,[(Jot rhv apxiJc; uvveeutv Kal. 

OA'YJV aU'YJ7rTOV Ota<fJvA-aTTOVT€<;. 
6 A-J"f€Tat oe TOV p.,ev A,(()ov f/C rijc; 'Apaj3[ac; t.bo 

7ro:\\ov Otaun]p.,aroc; Kop.,tueijvat, rryv o€ ICara-
uKevhv Ota xwp.,arwv "f€VeuBat, TWV flil]xavwv 

7 eupwt€vwv Kar' helvovc; rove; xpovovc;· /Cat TO 
eavp.,autwTaTOV, Tr)AtKOVTWV EP"fWV /CaT€UICWau-

l \ ,.. I I \ r 1 

JLEVWV Kat TOV 7r€ptexovro<; T07l"OV 7l"aVTO') aJLJLW-
OOV<; l5vroc; ovoev £xvoc; OVT€ TOV XWJLaroc; OUT€ 

... 'e t: , , , e 1 " T'YJ'> TWV 1\.L WV sEUTOVp"fta<; a7l"OAEL7r€U at, WUT€ 

00/CEtV Kar' c/A.i"fOV lm' avB PW7l"WV ep'Yau[ac;, 
a:\:\a c:.lu7rep V7ro Beov TlVO') TO Kara-
U/CEUaUJLa re8ijvat 7raV de; rhv 7rep£Exovuav atJ-JLOV. 

8 emxetpovut Oe TtV€') TWV Al"fV7l"Tiwv T€paTOAO"f€tV 
V7rEp TOVTWV, AE"fOVT€<; we; (lAWV /Cat v[rpou TWV 

r 1 ' .+..()' r 'll f: XWJLarwv "fE'Yovorwv €7l"a't'e €£'> o 7l"OTaJLO'> ETYJ<;,EV 
aura Kat 7raVT€AW<; /j<fJavtuev avev rijc; 

9 rov 7rpa'YJLare[ac;. ov JLhv Kat raA-'YJ8€s ofhwc; 

1 &..,.-oJ\<I7r<Ta< II, Dekker, Dindorf. 
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has a base length on each side of seven plethra and a 
height of over six plethra; it also gradually tapers 
to the top, where each side is six cubits long.1 The 
entire construction is of hard stone, which is difficult 
to work but lasts for ever; for though no fewer than 
a thousand years have elapsed, as they say, to our 
lifetime, or, as some writers have it, more than three 
thousand four hundred, the stones remain to this day 
still preserving their original position and the entire 
structure undecayed. It is said that the stone was 
conveyed over a great distance from Arabia 2 and 
that the construction was effected by means of 
mounds, since cranes had not yet been invented at 
that time ; and the most remarkable thing in the 
account is that, though the constructions were on 
such a great scale and the country round about them 
consists of nothing but sand, not a trace remains 
either of any mound or of the dressing of the stones, 
so that they do not have the appearance of being the 
slow handiwork of men but look like a sudden crea-
tion, as though they had been made by some god and 
set down bodily in the surrounding sand. Certain 
Egyptians would make a marvel out of these things, 
saying that, inasmuch as the mounds were built of 
salt and saltpetre, when the river was let in it melted 
them down and completely effaced them without the 
intervention of man's hand. However, there is not a 

1 Including the facing, which has now almost entirely 
disappeared, the Great Pyramid was originally about 768 
feet broad on the base and 482 feet high. 

2 The term " Arabia '' also designated the region lying 
between the Nile and the Red Sea, as in Herodotus (2. 8) and 
Strabo (17. l. 34). Apparently all the material for the Great 
Pyramid came from the immediate neighbourhood (cp. 
Baedeker's Egypt, pp. 124-5). 
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gxet, out o€ T-TJ<; Ttl XWJ.LaTa 
(:Ja'A.ova"tl<; 7TaAtV T6 Trav epryov el<; 7TpOV7Tap-

' '() 't: , \ )(OVO'"UV a7TOKUT€0'"TU YJ TacotV' TptaKOVTa f.l€V 
ryap Kat lwopwv, w<; </Jtun, Tat<; Twv 
eprywv A€tTovpryiat<; T6 o€ Trav 
KaTaO"K€VaO"f-La TEAO<; eo-xe hwv €tKOO"t 
ote X8ovTwv. 

64. o€ TOV (:Jao-tA.ew<; TOVTOV 
OteoegaTO 0 aoeX<fJ6c; Kat -ljpgev 
fTYJ TOt<; evtoi DE <f>ao-tv OVK 
aoeX<f>ov, aXX' vi6v 7TapaA.a{3etV 

2 OVOJ.Lasof.l€VOV Xaf3pvrJV. O'"VJ.L</Jwve'imt o€ Trapa 
Trao-w on sYJXwo-ac; 6 otaoegaJ.Levoc; Thv Tau 7Tpo-
/3ao-tXevo-avToc; Trpoa{peo-tv KaTeo-Kevao-e TrJV 
oevTepav 7Tvpaf-L£oa, TV f-LEV KaTa xetpovpryiav 
TE)(VV 1 7rapa7TAT)o-iav TV 7TpO€tpT)f-LEVrJ, Tip S€ 
J.Lery€8et TroXv Xemof.leV'Y)V, w<; llv T-1'> €v TV {3auet 

3 eKaO"TIJ'> ovo-T)'> o-Taotaiac;. €mryerypa7TTat 
o' ETrt T-TJ'> T6 7TA-TJ8o<; TWV avaXwBevTWV 
XPTJJ.LaTwv, we; Xaxava Kat o-vpf-Laiav ToL'c; 
€pryaTatc; w-,vvemt 2 Sta T-1'> rypa-f>-TJc; TaXavTa 
OeOa7Tav7Jo-Bat TrAEiw TWV )(tA.iwv Kat €gaKoo-£wv. 

4 o' EAaTTWV ave7T£rypa<f>oc; f-LEV EUTtV, avtf{3ao-tv 
S' exet Ota f-LlOS TWV 7rA€Vpwv €ryK€KOAaJ.LJ.LEV'f]V. 
TWV Se {3ao-tXewv TWV KaTaUK€VUIJUVTWV avTa<; 
eaVTOt') Ta<f>ovc; o-vve/3"7 J.LT)DET€pov aUTWV Ta'i<; 

5 7TVpaJ.Lio-tv €vm<fJ-TJvat' Tii rydp Suf T€ mA.at-
7Twpiav €v TOL') epryot<; Kat Ota TO TOVTOV<; TOl.l<; 
/3ao-tXe'i<; Wf-La Kat {3£ata 7TOA.Xa 7rpagat ot' 
opryi]c; elxe TOV') alTiovc;, Kat Ta O'"Wf-LaTa 

1 So Reiske: TEXV'T/V x••pouniif. 
2 p.11v6Erat Vogel : p.1/v6erat C, Bekker, Dindorf. 
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word of truth in this, but the entire material for the 
mounds, raised as they were by the labour of many 
hands, was returned by the same means to the place 
from which it came ; for three hundred and sixty 
thousand men, as they say, were employed on the 
undertaking, and the whole structure was scarcely 
completed in twenty years.1 

64. Upon the death of this king his brother 
Cephren 2 succeeded to the throne and ruled fifty-
six years; but some say that it was not the brother 
of Chemmis, but his son, named Chabryes, who took 
the throne. All writers, however, agree that it was 
the next ruler who, emulating the example of his 
predecessor, built the second pyramid, which was the 
equal of the one just mentioned in the skill displayed 
in its execution but far behind it in size, since its base 
length on each side is only a stade.3 And an inscrip-
tion on the larger pyramid gives the sum of money 
expended on it, since the writing sets forth that on 
vegetables and purgatives for the workmen there were 
paid out over sixteen hundred talents. The smaller 
bears no inscription but has steps cut into one side. 
And though the two kings built the pyramids to 
serve as their tombs, in the event neither of them was 
buried in them ; for the multitudes, because of the 
hardships which they had endured in the building of 
them and the many cruel and violent acts of these 
kings, were filled with anger against those who had 
caused their sufferings and openly threatened to tear 

1 The classic description of the building of the pyramids 
is in Herodotus 2. 124-5. 

2 The Chephren of Herodotus (2. 127), Khafre of the 
monuments. 

a i.e. six plethra, while the former was seven. 
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8tacnraU€lV p.e8' v/3pew<; EKpiyetv El€ TWV 
6 Tacpwv· 8to Kat T€A€VTWV fKaTepo<; EVETei"AaTo 

Tot<; €v To7rrp Kat Xa8pa 
Oayat TO urop.a. ' 

MeTa oe Tothovr; {3aut"Aevr; MvKep/:vor;, 
Zv 7tV€<; Meryxepl:vov ovop.al;ovuw, Vto<; rtv TOU 

7 ThV 7rVpap.LOa. 00TO<; 0' 
E7rt/3a"Aop.evo<; TpiTTJV KaTauKeval;etv, 7rpoTepov 
heXeunwe 7rptv To 7rav lpryov Xa/3etv uvvTe· 
Xetav. T-1<; p.f.v ryap {3auewr; €Kaunw 7rA.evpav 

'TTAe8pwv -rp£roV, TOV<; of. Totxov<; E'Trt 
J.tEV 'TT€VT€KaloeKa oop.ov<; KaT€UKEUaU€V EK 
Xl8ov T/jl STJ/3a'iK/jl 7rapa7rATJUlov, TO of. A0£7TOV 

El€ A.£8wv op.oiwv Tat<; a"A"Aat<; 7rvpa· 
8 p.lu.tv. T/jl oe AE£7TOj.t€VOV TOVTO TO lpryov 

"" I ""' \ \ I I TWV 7rp0€lp1Jj.t€VWV T'!J KaTa TTJV XEtpouprytaV T€XV'!J 
7ro"Av ota"A"AaTTEt Kat Tfj Tou A.iOov 'TTOAVTe"Aela· 
E7rtryerypa7rTat of. KaTa /3opetov avT-1<; 'TTAEvpdv 

9 0 KaTaUKEVaua<; auThv MvKEptVO<;. TOUTOV o€ 
cpaut Trov 7rpo{3autA.euuavTwv 
wp.onJTa /;TJ"Arouat {3lov €metKi} Kat 7rpor; Tour; 

EVEP'fETtKDV, Kat 'TTOlEtV aUTOV uvvexro<; 
a"A"Aa TE 'TTAEiw Ot' wv j.tUAlUTa EKKaAeuauOat 

Tov 7rpor; auTov eilvoiav, KaTa 
TOV<; XP1Jp.aTlUJ.tOV<; avaA.luK€tv XPTJJ.I-ILTWV 7rAi}8o<;, 
8tOOVTa owpea<; TWV E'TT£€lKWV TOt<; OOKOVUlV EV 
Tat<; Kplueut J.th KaTa Tpo7rov a7raAAaTTetV. 

10 o€ a"A"Aat Tp€t8 'TTUpap.ioe<;, wv EKUUTTJ 
j.tEV 'TTA€vpa 'TTAE8ptaia vmlpxet, TO o' ZA.ov epryov 

1 The remains, such as " massive blocks of granite, placed 
in position after the interment of the mummy to protect the 
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their bodies asunder and cast them in despite out of 
the tombs. Consequently each ruler when dying 
enjoined upon his kinsmen to bury his body secretly 
in an unmarked place.1 

After these rulers Mycerinus,2 to whom some give 
the name Mencherinus, a son of the builder of the 
first pyramid, became king. He undertook the 
construction of a third pyramid, but· died before the 
entire structure had been completed. The base 
length of each side he made three plethra, and for 
fifteen courses he built the walls of black stone 3 like 
that found about Thebes, but the rest of it he filled 
out with stone like that found in the other pyramids. 
In size this structure falls behind those mentioned 
above, but far surpasses them in the skill displayed 
in its execution and the great cost of the stone ; and 
on the north side of the pyramid is an inscription 
stating that its builder was Mycerinus. This ruler, 
they say, out of indignation at the cruelty of his 
predecessors aspired to live an honourable life and 
one devoted to the welfare of his subjects; and he 
continually did many other things which might best 
help to evoke the goodwill of the people towards 
himself, and more especially, when he gave audiences, 
he spent a great amount of money, giving presents to 
such honest men as he thought had not fared in the 
courts of law as they deserved. 

There are also three more pyramids, each of which 
is one plethrum long on each side and in general 
grave from robbers," and other considerations all show that 
this cannot have been the case (cp. Baedeker's Egypt, pp. 
123, 126). 

2 The Menkaure of the monuments. 
3 The lower courses of the third pyramid are of red granite, 

the " Ethiopian stone " of Herodotus 2. 134. 
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1 regards Rhodopis the theory of H. R. Hall (Journal oj 
Hellemc Stud%es, 24 (1904), pp. 208-13) is attractive: The 
Sphinx, the cheeks of which were tinted red, was called by the 
Greeks" Rhodopis" ("rosy-checked"), and erroneously sup-
posed to be female. Later they took it to be a portrait of 
the greatest Rhodopis they knew, the rosy-checked Doricha 
(although Athenaeus, 13. 596 B, denies that her name was 
Doricha), the famous courtesan of the Milesian colony of 
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construction is like the others save in size; and these 
pyramids, they say, were built by the three kings 
named above for their wives. 

It is generally agreed that these monuments far 
surpass all other constructions in Egypt, not only in 
their massiveness and cost but also in the skill dis-
played by their builders. And they say that the 
architects of the monuments are more deserving of 
admiration than the kings who furnished the means 
for their execution ; for in bringing their plans to 
completion the former called upon their individual 
souls and their zeal for honour, but the latter only used 
the wealth which they had inherited and the grievous 
toil of other men. But with regard to the pyramids 
there is no complete agreement among either the 
inhabitants of the country or the historians ; for 
according to some the kings mentioned above were 
their builders, according to others they were different 
kings; for instance, it is said that Armaeus built the 
largest, Amosis the second, and Inaros the third. 
And this last pyramid, some say, is the tomb of the 
courtesan Rhodopis,l for some of the nomarchs 2 

became her lovers, as the account goes, and out of 
their passion for her carried the building through to 
completion as a joint undertaking. 

65. After the kings mentioned above Bocchoris 3 

Naucratis in the Delta (cp. Herodotus 2. 134 ff.). The in-
fatuation for her of Sappho's brother Charaxus invoked 
Sappho's rebuke; cp. EJmonds, Lyra Graeca, I. p. 205 
(L.O.L.). 

2 The governors of the provinces (nomes) of Egypt. 
3 On Bocchoris cp. chaps. 79 and 94. His Egyptian name 

was Bokenranef (c. 726-c. 712 B.c.), the second of the two 
kings of the Twenty-fourth Dynasty (cp. The Cambridge 
Ancient History, 3. 276 f.). 
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!:' !:''I: , • , n, , , 
OLEOEt;aTO T7JV apX7JV oKxopt<;, T(f> }J..EV UW}J..aTt 
7TaVTEAW<; EUKaTa1>pov7JTO<;, aryxtvotq, o€ 7TOAV 

2 Ota4>epoov TWV 7rpo(3au£AEVUUIJT(J)/). 7TOAAOL<; o' 
fJuTEpov xpovot<; €(3au[A.evue Tfj<; Al'YtJ7TTOV Ia-
(3 I ' ' ' A 'B I ,,, ' (3 ' !:'' ' aKOOV, TO }J..EV "fEVO<; ())/) t to 't', €VUE ELCf 0€ Kat 
XP1JUTonJn 7ro"Av ota4>epoov Twv 7rpo avTov. 

3 Tfjr; JI..EV ovv E7TtEtKelar; avTov A.a(3ot Ttr; &v TEKJI../j-
ptov To Twv vo}J..l}J..oov 7rpouTt}J..WV iipat To }J..E"ftUTov, 

4 A.€"/oo S€ Thv Tov t;f)v uTep7Juw avT£ 'Yap Tov 
BavaTov 1 Tour; KaTaOtKauBevTar; A.et-
Tovp"fELv TaL<; 7ToA.eut oeOEJI..evovr;, Kat ota TovTwv 
7TOAAa Jl..fV XWJI..aTa KaTEciKEvat;ev, OUK oA.i'Ya<> o€ 
Otwpvxar; wpVTTEV EVKalpovr;· lJ7TEAU-}1..(3avE ryd.p 
To'ir; }J..EV KoA.af;o}J..fVOt<; TO Tfjr; Tt}J..oop{ar; a7TOTOJI..OV 

TaL<; o€ 7TOA€Utv UVTt 7rpouTi}J..WV 
avw1>e"Awv }J..E"fUA7JV EVXP'YJUT[av 7TEpt7r€7TOt'Y}KEVat.2 

5 Tf)V o€ T1J<; eiue(3eiar; U7Tep(3oA.iw UVAAO"ftuatT' 
&v Tt<; EK Tijr; KaTa TOV ovetpov 1>avTauiar; Kat 

... \ ' , ' ' B I t: ' \ 6 T1J<; KaTa T7JV apx7JV a7TO EUEW<;. EVOt;E }J..EV "fap 
KaTa TOV fJ7TVOV AE"f€LV avTij> TOV f.v Beov 
on (3aut"Aevew ov ovvr}ueTat Tfjr; Al'YrJ7TTOV 
JI..GKap[oor; ovo€ 'lrOAVV xpovov, f.av Jl..h TOV<; iepe'ir; 
lhavTa<; OtaTE}J..2vv Ota }J..EU(J)V auTWV OteA.Bv }J..ETa 

7 Tfjr; Bepa7reiar;. 7roA.A.aKt<; /3€ TOvTov "f£VOJI..EVOV 
JI..ETa7TEJI..'fraJI..EVor; 7TavTaxaBev Tour; lepe'ir; €4>1J 
AV7TELV TOV Beov f.v Tfj xwpq, }J..EVWV' ou 'Yap &v 

1 Oavarovv Dindorf. 
2 7rE1rot1JKtvat Vulgate, Bekker, Dindorf. 

1 Shabaka (c. 712-c. 700 JJ.c.), the first king of the Twenty-
fifth Dynasty. . 
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succeeded to the throne, a man who was altogether 
contemptible in personal appearance but in sagacity 
far surpassed all former kings. Much later Egypt 
was ruled by Sabaco,1 who was by birth an Ethiopian 
and yet in piety and uprightness far surpassed his 
predecessors. A proof of his goodness may be found 
in his abolition of the severest one of the customary 
penalties (I refer to the taking of life) ; for instead 
of executing the condemned he put them in chains at 
forced labour for the cities, and by their services 
constructed many dykes and dug out not a few well-
placed canals; for he held that in this way he had 
reduced for those who were being chastised the 
severity of their punishment, while for the cities he 
had procured, in exchange for useless penalties, 
something of great utility. And the excessiveness 
of his piety may be inferred from a vision which he 
had in a dream and his consequent abdication of the 
throne. For he thought that the god of Thebes 
told him while he slept that he would not be able to 
reign over Egypt in happiness or for any great length 
of time, unless he should cut the bodies of all the 
priests in twain and accompanied by his retinue pass 
through the very midst of them.2 And when this 
dream came again and again, he summoned the 
priests from all over the land and told them that by 
his presence in the country he was offending the god ; 

2 This story is reminiscent of the belief that one may be 
preserved from harm by passing between the parts of a 
sacrificed animal; cp. Genesis, 15. 10, 17; Jeremiah, 34. 18-19, 
and the account in Herodotus (7. 39) of the son of Pythius, 
whose body was cut in two and one half set on the right side 
of the road and the other on the left, that the Persian army 
might pass between them on its way to the conquest of 
Greece. 
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aVT'f' 'TOLairra 7TpOu'Tt.fT'T€t.V KaTa r0v iJ7TVOV. 

8 arreX06Jv ovv /3ovh.€a-Oat KaBapor; 7raVTO<; p.vuovr; 
arrooovvat TO l;i}v Tfj 7T€7rpwp.€vy p.aXXov AV7rWV 
TOV Kvpwv Kat p.uivar; aa-e/3e'i cpovrp TOV tOlOV 
(3iov lipxetv Ti}r; Al'YvrrTov· Ka), 1repar; ·ro'ir; J'Yxw-
piotr; arrooovr; fJaa-tXeiav €1ravf7XOev elr; 
Alew1riav. 

66. 'Avapx£ar; 8€ 'Ywop.ev1Jr; KaT a At"fV7TTov 
€7r' tT?J ovo, Kat TWV oxA.wv elr; Tapaxar; Kat 
,.k I J ,h "\. I I J I 't'OVOV<; Ef.L't'V"'tOV<; Tp€7r0f.L€VWV, €7TOl1JG"aVTO G"VVW-
f.LOG"{av oi p.eryta-Tot TWV OWO€Ka • a-uv€· 
Op€va-avT€<; o€ €v M€p.cp€t Kat rypa'fra-
f'EVOt 7r€pt Ti}<; rrpo<; op.ovo£ar; Kal 

' ' lt' t: f \ Q "\. ... , ' ,, 2 7rta-T€W<; avEoEt5av €avTovr; "'aa-t"'€t<;. €7r €T7J 

o€ 7T€VT€KaiOeKa Kwra TOV<; opKoV<; Kat Tar; 
OflOAOryiar; &pgavT€<; Kat 7rpor; 
op.ovotav €rr€/3aXovTo KaTaa-Kwa-
a-at Kotvov €avTwv Tacpov, 7va Ka0arr€p €v Tij> l;i}v 
€VVOOVVT€<; TWV ra-wv hvryxavov TljlWV, 
oihw Ka£ f.LETa €v Tarrrp Twv 
a-wp.aTwv KEtp.h;wv To KaTaa-K€uaa-Oev p.vi}p.a Kotvfj 

3 7T€PtEX'{I Thv TWV €vTacpeVTWV oogav. elr; TaUTT]V 
oe cpt"AoKaXovvTe<; .€a-rreva-av tm€p-
(3a"Aea-Oat Tij> f.LE"feBEt Twv €p"fwv &rravTar; Tour; 1rpo 
a{JTwV. €KXe;ap.€VOl ryap T07TOV rrapa TOV €t0"7TMVV 
Tov e/r; Moiptoor; 1 Xip.vTJv €v TV At(3vy KaT€-, , , "' "' , "' 'e , G"K€1Ja.,ov TOV Ta't'OV EK TWV Kai\,1\.{G"TWV 1\,L WV, Kat 

,.. \ I I f I ""' 
T({J f.LEV fYX1Jf.LaTt T€TparyWI10V V7T€G"T1JG"aVTO, T({J 
o€ J.l€"fEe€l G"TaOtaiav EKUG"T1JV 7rAEvpav, TaL<; oe 
ryA-vcpa'ir; KaL Ta'ir; liXXat<; XEtpovp"fiatr; 

1 Moipt5or W esseling : p.vpt5or. 
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for were that not the case such a command would 
not be given to him in his sleep. And so he would 
rather, he continued, departing pure of all defilement 
from the land, deliver his life to destiny than offend 
the Lord, stain his own life by an impious slaughter, 
and reign over Egypt. And in the end he returned 
the kingdom to the Egyptians and retired again to 
Ethiopia. 

66. There being no head of the government in 
Egypt for two years, and the masses betaking them-
selves to tumults and the killing of one another, 
the twelve most important leaders formed a solemn 
league among themselves, and after they had met 
together for counsel in Memphis and had drawn up 
agreements setting forth their mutual goodwill and 
loyalty they proclaimed themselves kings. After 
they had reigned in accordance with their oaths and 
promises and had maintained their mutual concord 
for a period of fifteen years, they set about to con-
struct a common tomb for themselves, their thought 
being that, just as in their lifetime they had cherished 
a cordial regard for one another and enjoyed equal 
honours, so also after their death their bodies would 
all rest in one place and the memorial which they had 
erected would hold in one embrace the glory of those 
buried within. Being full of zeal for this undertaking 
they eagerly strove to surpass all preceding rulers in 
the magnitude of their structure. For selecting a 
site at the entrance to Lake Moeris in Libya 1 they 
constructed their tomb of the finest stone, and they 
made it in form a square but in magnitude a stade in 
length on each side ; and in the carvings and, indeed, 
in all the workmanship they left nothing wherein 

1 i.e. on the west side of the Nile. 
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4 ovte a7TEAt7Tov To'i<; E7T£'Ytvofi-evw;. Ela-eft.Bovn p'f.v 
'Yiip Tov 7Tep{j3o"Aov oiKo> ijv 7Tepia-Tu"Ao<;, €KaiTT1J'> 
7TAevpas EIC TETTapateOVTa KlOV(J)V ava7TA1Jpov-
fi-EV1J<;, Kat TOUTOV fi-OVOAtBo<; opocfn], cpaTVat<; 
Ota'Ye'Y"Avpp).viJ Kat 'Yparpa'i<; Otacpopot<; 7TE7TOtKt"A-

5 fi-EV'IJ. dxe o€ Ti}<; 7TaTpLOO<; Ti}<; EKaiTTOV TOJV 
j3aa-t"A€wv !rrrofi-VrJfi-aTa Kat Twv iepwv Kat Bva-twv 
TWV EV avTfj Ta'i<; Kaf...."A{rnat<; rypacpa'i<; cf>tAOTEXV(J)') 

6 oe01Jfi-WVP'YIJfLEVa. KaBo"Aov 15€ TotaUT'IJV Tfj 7Toft.v-
Te"Atiq Kat T'IJAtteaVT'IJV Tip fLE'Yf.Bet !moa-Taa-w 
Tov Tacpov "Af.'YeTat notr}uaa-Bat TOV<; j3aut"Ae'i<;, 
wa-T' el 7Tpo TOV UVVTEAEUat 
KaTe"Au81Juav, fi-'IJO€Ji-{av &v hf.pot<; 
7Tpo<; Epywv a7rOA£7T€tV. 

7 'Ap!;avTWV o€ TOUTWV Ti}<; Al'YV7TTOV 7r€VT€Kai-
OeKa ET'IJ uvv€/3'1] Tf)V (3aut"Ae£av el<; €va 7Tepta-Ti]vat 

8 Otii TOtaUTa<; alT{a<;. 'I'a[LfJ-rJTtXO'> 0 IatT'IJ<;, er, 
wv TWV owOeKa j3aut"A€wv Kat TWV napii Bd"AaTTav 
fi-epwv teupteuwv, napeixeTo cpopTia 1raa-t To'i<; 
' ' ,_ \ rh ' 1: \ €fi-7rOpOt<;, fLaAtUTa 0€ TOt<; T€ '¥0lVtcot Kat TOt<; 

9 "EA-A-'I]a-t. otii o€ 1 TotouTov Tpo7Tov Ta Te €" 
Ti]c; loia<; xwpa<; AVU£T€AW<; OtaTtBEfL€VO<; Ka£ TWV 
7Tapii TOt<; a"A"Aot<; €Bveut rpVOfi-EVWV fi-ETaAaJi-Savwv, 
OV fi-OVOV evnopiav eixe fi-€'YaA1JV aft.\fi Kat cptft.£av 

10 7Tpo<; €Bvl} Kat ovvaum<;. Otii ce TauT££ cpaut 
cpBovr}uavTa<; avTip TOV<; aAAOV<; j3aa-tA€t<; 7TOA€• 
fi-OV JgeveryKe'iv. EVtot o€ TWV apxaiwv ITV'Y'YPa-
cpf.wv fLVBo"Ao'Yovut XP'IJITfJ-OV ryevf.a-Bat Tot<; TJ'Y€-

1 Toil after 5€ deleted by Dindorf. 

1 This is the Labyrinth which was mentioned before in chap. 
61. It was the seat of the central government, and was not 
built by the "twelve kings," but by Amenemhet Ill of the 
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succeeding rulers could excel them.l For as a man 
passed through the enclosing wall he found himself 
in a court surrounded by columns, forty on each side, 
and the roof of the court consisted of a single stone, 
which was worked into coffers 2 and adorned with 
excellent paintings. This court also contained 
memorials of the native district of each king and of the 
temples and sacrificial rites therein, artistically por-
trayed in most beautiful paintings. And in general, 
the kings are said to have made the plan of their 
tomb on such an expensive and enormous scale that, 
had they not died before the execution of their 
purpose, they would have left no possibility for others 
to surpass them, so far as the construction of monu-
ments is concerned. 

After these kings had reigned over Egypt for 
fifteen years it came to pass that the sovereignty 
devolved upon one man for the following reasons. 
Psammetichus of Sais, who was one of the twelve 663-609 

kings and in charge of the regions lying along the B.o. 
sea, furnished wares for all merchants and especially 
for the Phoenicians and the Greeks ; and since in 
this manner he disposed of the products of his own 
district at a profit and exchanged them for those of 
other peoples, he was not only possessed of great 
wealth but also enjoyed friendly relations with 
peoples and rulers. And this was the reason, they 
say, why the other kings became envious and opened 
war against him. Some of the early historians,3 

however, tell this fanciful story: The generals had 

Twelfth Dynasty (cp. The Cambridge Ancient History, 1. p. 
309; J. H. Breasted, p. 194). 

2 i.e. ornamental panels were deeply recessed in the stone. 
3 The account is given by Herodotus 2. 151 f. 
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received an oracle to the effect that the first one of 
their number to pour a libation from a bronze bowl 
to the god in Memphis should rule over all Egypt, 
and when one of the priests brought out of the temple 
eleven 1 golden bowls, Psammetichus took off his 
helmet and poured the libation from it. Now his 
colleagues, although suspecting his act, were not yet 
ready to put him to death, but drove him instead 
from public life, with orders that he should spend his 
days in the marshes along the sea. Whether they 
fell out for this reason or because of the envy which, 
as mentioned above, they felt towards him, at any 
rate Psammetichus, calling mercenaries from Caria 
and Ionia, overcame the others in a pitched battle 
near the city called Momemphis, and of the kings 
who opposed him some were slain in the battle and 
some were driven out into Libya and were no longer 
able to dispute with him for the throne. 

67. After Psammetichus had established his 
authority over the entire kingdom he built for the 
god in Memphis the east propylon and the enclosure 
about the temple, supporting it with colossi 2 twelve 
cubits high in place of pillars ; and among the 
mercenaries he distributed notable gifts over and 
above their promised pay, gave them the region 
called The Camps to dwell in, and apportioned to 
them much land in the region lying a little up the 
river from the Pelusiac mouth ; they being subse-
quently removed thence by Amasis, who reigned 

1 All former editors retain the reading " twelve" of the 
MSS.; but the parallel account in Herodotus gives the number 
as " eleven," thus furnishing the occasion for the use of his 
helmet by Psammetichus. 

2 Here are meant square pillars with an attached statue 
in front; cp. p. 167, n. 3. 
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2 A€U<Ta<;' aVE<TT1J<T€ Kat Kanj,Kt<T€V el<;' M€f-Lrptv. Ota 
S€ Tow f-LL<T()orpopwv KaTwp()wdJ<;' /3aut"Aetav 
o 'l' TOVTOt<;' TO "Aot7rov f-LlLAtuT' €v€7Ti-
UTeue Ta KaTa Kat Ot€TEA-eue 

3 Tporpwv f-LE"faAa<;' OUVaf-LEl<;'. UTpaTeuuaVTO<;' 0' 
el'> I.uptav avTov Kat KaTa Ta<;' 
ToV<;' f-LEV f-Ltueorpopov' 7rponJ.LwvTor; Kat niTTovTo<;' 

' \ too f:: \ I \ J I ) 1 
fl<;' Ta OE'i>ta f-LEp1J, TOV<;' 0 E"fXWptOU<;' aTtf-LOTEpov 
lL"fOVTor; Kat Tov evwvvf-LOV T07T'OV a7rovEf-LOVTO<;' 
Tfjr; rpa"Aa"f'YO<;', ot f-LEV Al"fV7T'TlO£ Ota iJ/3ptv 

Kat "fEVOJ.Levot TO 7T'Afj()or; 7T'Aeiou<;' 
TWV efKO<Tt f-LUptaowv a7T'Il<TT1}<Tav Kat 7rpOfj"fOV 
, • A'() I I 't'' I f ,.. €7T' £ to7T'La<;', K€KpLKOT€<;' tOtaV xwpav eaVTO£<;' 

4 () • t'\ /3 "'\ ' ' ' KaTaKTa<T at• 0 0€ aUtA€V<;' TO f-L€V 7rpWTOV 
e7T'I!f-L'frE Ttvar; TWV TOUr; a7T'OAO"f1]UO-

I t \ ,.. J I t \:') ) ,.. 
f-L€VOU<;' U7r€p T'Y}<;' aTtf-LLa<;, W<;' 0 OU 7rp0<T€£XOJJ 
avTOt<;', aUTO<;' f-L€Ta TWV rpt"Awv 7rAOLOtr;. 

5 7rpOa"fOVTWV o' aVTWV 7rapa TOV NeZ"Aov Kat TOU<;' 
opou<;' U7r€p{3aAAOJJTWV Tfjr; Al"fU'TrTOU, €oe'iTo f-L€Ta-
vofj<Tat. Kat TWV T€ iepwv Kat TWV 7raTptowv, en 

6 S€ Kat "fUvatKwv Kat TEKvwv v7T'Ef-LLf-LVYJuKev. ot 
0' /{f-La 7rUVTE<;' Kat TOt<;' KOVTOt<;' 

\ l lt' It: )/A. tl 't\ 1 
Tar; a<T7rLOar; 7raTa,.avTer; E't'a<Tav, ew<;' av Kvpteu-
W<Tt Twv o7r"Awv, pq,Uwr; 7raTptoar;· 
ava<TT€tAdf-LEVO£ Oe TOU<;' X£Twvar; Kat Ta "f€VV1]-
TtKa f-LEP1J 1 TOV <TWf-LaTor; oiJTe "fUJJatKWV 

Jl I J I ,.. ) Jf 

OUT€ TEKVWV a7rOp'Y](T€£V E't'a(TaV TaUT EXOVT€<;'. 
7 TOtaVT'{J o€ f-LE"fUAo'fruxiq XP1J<TUf-L€VOl Kat KaTa-

1 p.op1a. G, Bekker, Dindorf. 

1 A similar account is in Herodotus (2. 154), who locates 
(2. 30) the Camps more precisely at Daphnae, the modern 
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many years later, and settled by him in Memphis.1 

And since Psammetichus had established his rule 
with the aid of the mercenaries, he henceforth 
entrusted these before others with the administra-
tion of his empire and regularly maintained large 
mercenary forces. Once in connection with a cam-
paign in Syria, when he was giving the mercenaries 
a more honourable place in his order of battle by 
putting them on the right wing and showing the 
native troops less honour by assigning them the 
position on the left wing of the phalanx, the Egyptians, 
angered by this slight and being over two hundred 
thousand strong, revolted and set out for Ethiopia, 
having determined to win for themselves a country 
of their own. The king at first sent some of his 
generals to make excuse for the dishonour done to 
them, but since no heed was paid to these he set out 
in person after them by boat, accompanied by his 
friends. And when they still continued their march 
along the Nile and were about to cross the boundary 
of Egypt, he besought them to change their purpose 
and reminded them of their temples, their homeland, 
and of their wives and children. But they, all crying 
aloud and striking their spears against their shields, 
declared that so long as they had weapons in their 
hands they would easily find homelands ; and lifting 
their garments and pointing to their genitals they 
said that so long as they had those they would never 
be in want either of wives or of children. After such 
a display of high courage and of utter disdain for 

Tell Defenneh on the Pelusiac arm of the Nile, now a canal. 
The mercenaries were thus strategically placed at the Syrian 
entrance into Egypt. 
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Tow wapa Tot<; &>.A.ot<; J1t>"fLUTwv 
e!vat OoKovvTwv, KaTeA.a(3ovTo J1EV T-ry<; AlOtowia-: 

KpaTLUTr]V, Oe 
xwpav ev TaVT'[7 KanpK1JUav. 

8 '0 o€ E7rt j.J.,EV TOVTOt<; ou j.J.,ETPLW<; 
rd. o€ KaTd. AY"fV7TTOV Kat 

TWV 7rpou6owv f7Tij.J.,€AOj.J.,€VO<; wpor;; T€ , A(J7JVaLOV<; 
Kai Ttvar;; Twv aA.A.rJJv UVJ1J1axiav 

9 uaro. €UYJP"fET€t o€ Kat TWV g€vwv TOV<; J(Je. 
1 elr;; Af"fV'lrTOV cmOO'f/j.J.,OUVTa<;, Kat 

4>tA.€A.A.7Jv tJv Sta4>epovTwr;; Tour;; viovr;; 'EA.A.7J· 
€USage watoeiav· Ka86A.ov o€ 7rpWTO<; TWV 

KaT' AY"fV7TTOV (3autA.€wv TOt<; ctAAOtr;; 
Wveut TtL KaTa ctAA1JV 2 xwpav EJ17r0pta 
Kat auq,aA.etav TOt<; KaTa7rAEOVUt gevotr;; 

lO 7rape£xero. oi j.J.,EV 'Yap 7rpo TOVTOV ovvaurev-
"r.J , I - 1:' ' A" UaVT€<; UtJaTOV €7T0£0VV TO£<; sEVOt<; TTJV £"fV7TTOV, 

TOV<; j.J.,EV q,ovevovn:r;;, TOV<; o€ KaTaOovA.ovj.J.,EVOt TWV 
11 KaTa7rA.eovTwv. Kal. 'Yap 1rep£ Tov Bovutptv 

au€{3eta OttL TWV f'Yxwplwv 
7rapd. TOt<; ''EA.A.rtutV, OUK ovua j.J.,EV wpo<; a)..+ 
8etav, Otd. o€ T-ry<; aVOfLia<; elc; 
}-J.,veov 1rA.aufLa KaTaxwptu8e'iua. 

68. MeTa o€ vun:pov TETTaput 
"fEVEa'ic; 'A7rpL'f/<; €(3auiA.evuev ET1J ovu£ 7rA€L(J) 
TWv etJCout. UTpaTeVuac; oe Dvvtij.L€CTtV ciOpa'is 
we,a'ic; TE Kat vavTtKa'ic; e7rt Kv?Tpov Kat cf>otviK'f/V, 

1 Kalker : 
2 Reiske would delete as is done by Bekker and 

Dindorf, or read gA1Jv. 

1 This story of the Deserters is given by Hcrodotus (2. 30), 
but in less detail. 
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what among other men is regarded as of the greatest 
consequence, they seized the best part of Ethiopia, 
and after apportioning much land among themselves 
they made their home there.1 

Although Psammetichus was greatly. grieved over 
these things, he put in order the affairs of Egypt, 
looked after the royal revenues, and then formed 
alliances with both Athens and certain other Greek 
states. He also regularly treated with kindness any 
foreiD"ners who sojourned in Egypt of their own free 
will, was so great an admirer of the Hellenes 
he gave his sons a Greek education; and, speakmg 
generally, he was the first Egyptian king to open to 
other nations the trading-places throughout the rest 2 

of EO"ypt and to offer a large measure of security to 
stra;gers from across the seas. For his predecessors 
in power had consistently closed Egypt to 
either killing or enslaving any who touched Its shores. 
Indeed, it was because of the objection to strangers 
on the part of the people that the impiety of Busiris 
became a byword among the Greeks, although this 
impiety was not actually such as it was described, 
but was made into a fictitious myth because of the 
exceptional disrespect of the Egyptians for ordinary 
customs. 

68. Four generations after Psammetichus, Apries 588-566 

was king for twenty-two years. He made a cam- s.c. 
paign with strong land and sea forces against Cyprus 

2 This readincr of the MSS., which has disturbed some 
editors, may properly be retained. It is from the 
beginning of the that, could allow 
foreigners to trade only m the regwns of whwh he was governor. 
Upon becoming king he extends that privilege over" the rest" 
of Egypt. 
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'!.tSoova J.I-EV Ka'Ta KpllTO<; £lA.e, 'Tlto; S' /J,A,A,ao; 'Tal; 
> n,. I 1-, 1: 1 €V 'T'[J '¥0tVLK'{J 7r0"'€£1; KaTa7rA'T]r,UJJ-€VOI; 7rp0U'T]rya-

' I t' \ \ I 1 1 
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rl ) ,.1... "\.I , ,.. '\. ,.. A' 1 
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3 ) I ) "\. \ \ 1 t \ 
U7r€U''T'Y}UaV, a'TrOUTa"'et<; 0€ 7rp0<; TOV'TOV<; V'TrO 
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\ t ()I 1 t ) ' ""' \ r I 
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) 'A. ) I t'' ) I 1 

'T]J.I-€ 'T}.U€, TOVVaVTtOV 0 €K€£VOVI; 7rp0'Tp€VUJ.I-€VO<; 
elo; aAAO'TptO'T'T}'Ta uvva7rEU''T'TJ Kat f3autA.evo; UV'TO<; 

4 ypeB'TJ. p.eT' ov 1ro"Avv Se xpovov Kal Toov /J,A.A.wv 

f'Yxwp£wv a7rdVTWV U'VV€7r£(}€JJ-EVWV1 0 f)aUtA€fJI; 
Sta7ropovp.evoo; Kamcpvrye'iv €1rl ToVo; 

5 8 ,/,I " J ' I p.tu o't'opovr::, OVTa<; eto; 'Tptup.vptovo;. ryevop.ev'T]<; 
" 't: ' ' M' , OVV 7rapaTUs€W') 7r€pt T'T}V apetaV KWJJ-'TJV, Kal 

Toov Alryv1rT£wv TY p.axv KpaTrJrrdv'Twv o u.ev 
'A I y 8 ' , ' () ' ' ,... 7rpt'T]'> .,wryp'l'] eto; aVIJX TJ Kat uTparyryaA.tuBet') 2 

heA.evT1Jrrev, ''Ap.autr:: Se StaTaga., Ta KaTa 
(:) A I " • ""' 1: ' I etav W'> 'TrOT eoo5ev avnp uvp.cpepeLV, 1Jpxe 

I A' ' ' I , , VOf-1-tfJ-W'> 'TWV tryV'Tr'TtWV Kat f-1-€"/UA1)<; E'TV"fXaVEV 
6 a'TrOOOXfi'>· KaTEU'Tpe'taTO o€ Kat Tar:; ev Kv7rpw 

1'\. \ "\."\. \ ,.. t ,.. ) I , ' 

7r0"'€t') Kat 'TrO"'"'a 'TWV tepwv €KOU'J.I-1JU€V ava81}-
p.autV agtoAO"fO£<;, f)autA.evua<; S' g'T'I'J 7rEVTE 

1 Bekker a.nd Dindorf, following Wesseling, read .. 11 <;,11 
and retain lv'To'A.wv of the MSS. after bl'&vota.v; Vogel 

following Eichstadt, retains fnJ81vTwv of the MSS and 
deletes lv.,.f'Awv. • 
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and Phoenicia, took Sidon by storm, and so terrified 
the other cities of Phoenicia that he secured their 
submission; he also defeated the Phoenicians and 
Cyprians in a great sea-battle and returned to Egypt 
with much booty. After this he sent a strong native 
force against Cyrene and Barce and, when the larger 
part of it was lost, the survivors became estranged 
from him; for they felt that he had organized the ex-
pedition with a view to its destruction in order that 
his rule over the rest of the Egyptians might be more 
secure, and so they revolted. The man sent by the 
king to treat with them, one Amasis, a prominent 
Egyptian, paid no attention to the orders given him to 
effect a reconciliation, but, on the contrary, increased 
their estrangement, joined their revolt, and was him-
self chosen king.l When a little later all the rest of 
the native Egyptians also went over to Amasis, the 
king was in such straits that he was forced to flee for 
safety to the mercenaries, who numbered some thirty 
thousand men. A pitched battle accordingly took 
place near the village of Maria and the Egyptians 
prevailed in the struggle; Apries fell alive into the 
hands of the enemy and was strangled to death, and 
Amasis, arranging the affairs of the kingdom in 
whatever manner seemed to him best, ruled over the 
Egyptians in accordance with the laws and was held 
in great favour. He also reduced the cities of Cyprus 
and adorned many temples with noteworthy votive 
offerings. After a reign of fifty-five years he ended 

1 Amasis (Ahmose II of the Twenty-sixth Dynasty) reigned 
569-526-5 B.o., the first three years of his reign coinciding 
with the last three years of A pries. 

1 tr'Tpana.'A.tu8els Dindorf: O''Tpayya'A.f,9m. 
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7rpo<; 'TOt<; Ka7'eu7pe'fre 7'0V /3lov 
KaB' &v xpovov Ka;.t/3Vu'Y}<; 0 7'WV Ilepuwv /3aut-
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E'YXwpiot<; f7'VXEV, aAAa Kat 7rapa TOt<; 

3 "' • , ·e , e '=' , , OV f'ETptW<; € aU;.tau 1}' Oto7T€p 0t 

f'E'YLITTOL TWV EV 7T'atSetq, oogauBevnvv €rptA.on-
elr; At'YV7T'7'0V 7Tapa/3aA.e'iv, rva ft€7'a-
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I 1 \ \ I e f 
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his days at the time when Cambyses, the king of the 
Persians, attacked Egypt, in the third year of the 
Sixty-third Olympiad, that in which Parmenides of 526--5 

Camarina won the " stadion." 1 8 ·0 · 

69. Now that we have discussed sufficiently the 
deeds of the kings of Egypt from the very earliest 
times down to the death of Amasis, we shall record 
the other events in their proper chronological setting; 
but at this point we shall give a summary account of 
the customs of Egypt, both those which are especially 
strange and those which can be of most value to our 
readers. For many of the customs that obtained in 
ancient days among the Egyptians have not only 
been accepted by the present inhabitants but have 
aroused no little admiration among the Greeks; and 
for that reason those men who have won the greatest 
repute in intellectual things have been eager to visit 
Egypt in order to acquaint themselves with its laws 
and institutions, which they considered to be worthy 
of note. For despite the fact that for the reasons 
mentioned above strangers found it difficult in early 
times to enter the country,it was nevertheless eagerly 
visited by Orpheus and the poet Homer in the earliest 
times and in later times by many others, such as 
Pythagoras of Samos and Solon the lawgiver.2 Now 
it is maintained by the Egyptians that it was they 
who first discovered writing and the observation of 
the stars, who also discovered the basic principles of 
geometry and most of the arts, and established the 
best laws. And the best proof of all this, they say, 
lies in the fact that Egypt for more than four 

1 The famous foot-race at Olympia, 606! feet long. 
2 Cp. for Orpheus, chap. 23, for Homer, chap. 12, for 

Pythagoras and Solon, chap. 98. 
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I \ ,.. \ ,.. to 1 ) t' 1 

VOf-LOt<; TOt<; KaTa 1rauav 7ratoetav €7rtT'Y}oev-
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Kat p:u8ov<; 7rAclTT€tv tvxa'YW"fLa<; 
rl I ) \ t'\ \ \ "" f' ,., 

ev:_Ka, av,Ta o: 1rapa Tot<; tepevut 
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thousand seven hundred years was ruled over by kings 
of whom the majority were native Egyptians, and 
that the land was the most prosperous of the whole 
inhabited world; for these things could never have 
been true of any people which did not enjoy most 
excellent customs and laws and the institutions which 
promote culture of every kind. Now as for the 
stories invented by Herodotus and certain writers on 
Egyptian affairs, who deliberately preferred to the 
truth the telling of marvellous tales and the invention 
of myths for the delectation of their readers, these we 
shall omit, and we shall set forth only what appears 
in the written records of the priests of Egypt and has 
passed our careful scrutiny. 

70. In the first place, then, the life which the kings 
of the Egyptians lived was not like that of other men 
who enjoy autocratic power and do in all matters 
exactly as they please without being held to account, 
but all their acts were regulated by prescriptions set 
forth in laws, not only their administrative acts, but 
also those that had to do with the way in which they 
spent their time from day to day, and with the food 
which they ate. In the matter of their servants, for 
instance, not one was a slave, such as had been 
acquired by purchase or born in the home, but all 
were sons of the most distinguished priests, over 
twenty years old and the best educated of their 
fellow-countrymen, in order that the king, by virtue of 
his having the noblest men to care for his person and 
to attend him throughout both day and night, might 
follow no low practices; for no ruler advances far 
along the road of evil unless he has those about him 
who will minister to his passions. And the hours of 
both the day and night were laid out according to a 
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&pat, Ka8' JK Tplmov KaBYjKov 
Tov /3autA.€a 1rpaTTEtV To uvvTeTaryp.evov, ov 

4 TO f.avT/jJ. lw8ev !J-EV ryap EryEp0€vm 
A.af)E'iv avTov ifoEt 7rpoJTov 7ravmxoBEv a7rE-

rva OlJV'Y]Tat 7ravTa KaTa 
Tplmov XP7JtJ-aT£/;Etv Kat 7rpaTTEtV, 
lKauTa Twv KaTa /3autA.Eiav uvvTEA.ovp.evwv· 
f7rEtTa A.ovuap.evov Kat apxi)r; uvuu+ 

!J-fiT, A.ap.7rpas TO uwp.a 
Ouuat To'ir; 0Eo'ir;. 

5 Tip Tfi /3wp.lp Twv Bvp.aTwv 
-i}v TOV apxtEpea UTaVTa 7TA'Y}ULOV TOU 
eilxEuOat p.erydA.v TV cpwvfi, Tou 

TWV Alryv7rTLWV, oouvat T€ vrytEtav 
Kat TliA.A.a aryaBa 7ravTa ""ii> /3autA.E'i 0taT7JPOVVT£ 

6 Ttl OiKata. avBop.oA.o-
rye'iuOat o' avaryKa'iov Kat KaTa 

aVTOV, A.eryovTa 0£0Tl TE TOV<; 
Kat 7rpo<; 

ouixetTat• TE ryap Jun Kat Kat 
fTl o' Kat !J-€TaOOTtKO<; 

TWV aryaBwv /€at KaOoA.ov 7raU7J'> E7rt8vp.£M KpetT-
TWV, Kat Ta<; !J-Ell EAtLTTOV<; Tij<; agia<; 

TOL<; Ta<; o€ xaptTa<; 
Tij<; evepryEuia<; a7roDtDOV<; TOt<; €VEpryET1-

7 uaut. 7roA.A.a o€ Kat liA.A.a 
oteA.Owv o KaTevxop.Evor; To TEAWTa'iov v7rep Twv 

apav E7l"Ol€LTO, TOV p.ev TWV 
, "\ / 'l: , ' t'' \ E"fK"-'YJtJ-aTWV e5atpOV!J-EVO<;, OE TOV<; V7r7Jp€-

TOUVTa<; Kat Td cpauA.a Kat /3Aa/3'Y}v 
8 Kat Tlj-LWpLaV aglWV a'TrOUKij'frat. TaUTa o' 

>f <I \ t <:' I '() ... e7rpaTT€V ap.a p.Ev ofitutoatp.ovtav Kat EO't'l"-'YJ 
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plan, and at the specified hours it was absolutely 
required of the king that he should do what the laws 
stipulated and not what he thought best. For 
instance, in the morning, as soon as he was awake, 
he first of all had to receive the letters which had been 
sent from all sides, the purpose being that he might 
be able to despatch all administrative busiaess and 
perform every act properly, being thus accurately 
informed about everything that was being done 
throughout his kingdom. Then, after he had bathed 
and bedecked his body with rich garments and the 
insignia of his office, he had to sacrifice to the gods. 

When the victims had been brought to the altar 
it was the custom for the high priest to stand near 
the king, with the common people of Egypt gathered 
around, and pray in a loud voice that health and 
all the other good things of life be given the king 
if he maintains justice towards his subjects. And 
an open confession had also to be made of each and 
every virtue of the king, the priest saying that 
towards the gods he was piously disposed and 
towards men most kindly; for he was self-controlled 
and just and magnanimous, truthful, and generous 
with his possessions, and, in a word, superior to 
every desire, and that he punished crimes less 
severely than they deserved and rendered to his 
benefactors a gratitude exceeding the benefaction. 
And after reciting much more in a similar vein he 
concluded his prayer with a curse concerning things 
done in error, exempting the king from all blame 
therefor and asking that both the evil consequences 
and the punishment should fall upon those who 
served him and had taught him evil things. All 
this he would do, partly to lead the king to fear 
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fJ/ov Tov fJa(rt'Aea 7TpaTpE7TOfLEVo<;, fifLa 
KaTa 'Tp07TOV S1JV ou Ota 7TlKpar; 
a-ew<;, d'A'Aa ot' E7Taivwv Kexapta-fLEVWV 7Tpo<; 

9 fLUAta-'T' aV7JKOV'TWV. fLETa o€ TavTa TOV 
fJaa-t'Aewr; iepoa-K07TYJO"afL€vov fLoa-xrp Ka'A-

o fLEV iepo'YpafLfLUT€V<; 7Tapaveyi-
vwa-Ke Ttvar; a-vfLfJovAiar; a-vfL<f!epova-ar; Ka£ 

eK Tr;>V iepwv fJifJ'Awv Twv E7Tt</Jave-
a-TaTwv avopwv, 07TW<; 0 TWV OAWV 
exwv Tar; Ka'AAia-Ta<; 7Tpaatpea-€t<; Tfj Otavoia e I tf \ \ I ""' 

EWp'Yja-a<; OV'TW 7TpO<; T7JV T€Ta"ffL€V'YJV TWV KaTa 
10 fLEpor; TPE7T7JTat otoiK7Ja-tv. ou 'Yap fLovov Tov 

XPlJfLaTil;Hv KpLV€tV 'ljv Katpor; rupt!TfLEVO<;, d'A'Aa 
Kat Tov 7n:pt7TaTFja-at Kat 'Aova-aa-Bat Kat KOtfL7J· 
Bf]vat fLETa T1J'> 'YvvatKo<; Kat KaBoA.ov Twv KaTa 

11 TOV fJiov 7TpaTTOfLEVWV cL7TUVTWV. Tpa</Jat<; o' 
eBor; 'ljv avTo'ir; cL7TaAat<; 1 )(pfwBat, Kpea fL€v 

I \ ,.., I 2 rJ. I 
fLOO")(WV Kat )(lJVWV fLOVWV 7Tpoa-'t'Ep0fLEVOV<;, 
OLVOV oe TaK'TOV 'Tt fLETpov 7TivovTa<; OVVUfLEVOV 

12 7T A'TJO" 11xatpov fLEB'I]v 7Tept7Totf]a-at. Ka-
B6A.ov o€ Ta 7T€pt OiatTaV oihwr; i17Tf]pxe 
uVfLfLETpwr; OtaTeTa"ffLEVa wuTE OoKetv POfLO· 
B€nw, a)t..'Aa 'TOV apta-TOV 'TWV laTpwv UVVT€Ta-
x€vat TFj<; U"fLEia<; UTO)(USOfLEVOV. 

71. o' eivat OOKOVVTO<; TOV fLry 
7Tauav exew 'TOV fJaut'Aea Tijr; KaB' 

Tporf>ijr;, 7TOAArp BavfLaUtWTEpov TO 
OtKal;etv To TV)(Ov auTo'ir; 

TtfLWp1ja-aa-Bat fL'I]OEVa ot' i!JfJptv " 
ota 0VfLOV j] Ttva UAA'Y}V alTiav aOtKOV, a'A)t..a 

1 0.,-all.a!r Voge1 (cp. chap. 84. 5): Q.,ll.a!s II, Bekker, 
Dindorf. 
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the gods and live a life pleasing to them, and partly 
to accustom him to a proper manner of conduct, 
not by sharp admonitions, but through praises that 
were agreeable and most conducive to virtue. After 
this, when the king had performed the divination 
from the entrails of a calf and had found the omens 
good, the sacred scribe read before the assemblage 
from out of the sacred books some of the edifying 
counsels and deeds of their most distinguished men, 
in order that he who held the supreme leadership 
should first contemplate in his mind the most excel-
lent general principles and then turn to the pre-
scribed administration of the several functions. For 
there was a set time not only for his holding audiences 
or rendering judgments, but even for his taking a 
walk, bathing, and sleeping with his wife, and, in a 
word, for every act of his life. And it was the 
custom for the kings to partake of delicate food, 
eating no other meat than veal and duck, and 
drinking only a prescribed amount of wine, which 
was not enough to make them unreasonably surfeited 
or drunken. And, speaking generally, their whole 
diet was ordered with such continence that it had 
the appearance of having been drawn up, not by a 
lawgiver, but by the most skilled of their physicians, 
with only their health in view. 

71. Strange as it may appear that the king did 
not have the entire control of his daily fare, far 
more remarkable still was the fact that kings were 
not allowed to render any legal decision or transact 
any business at random or to punish anyone through 
malice or in anger or for any other unjust reason, 

2 !'Ovow Vogel: p.ovov Vulgate, Bekker, Dindorf. 
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) tf ) I I " 
OVX O'Tf'W<;; 'Y)'yava!CTOVII 'Y] 7T'p0UEICO'TT'TOV TaL<;; 
"tvxat<;;,1 a:>.:>.a TOV!IaVTiov eaVTOU<; f;i}v 

3 fJ[ov J.La!CaptwTaTov· TOV<;; J.LEII ryap UAAOV<;; av0pw-
7T'OV<; EIIOJ.Ltf;ov a:>.oryiuTw<;; TOt<;; cpvut/COt<;; 7T'a0eut 
X,aptf,;OJ.LEIIOV<;; 'Tf'OAAa 7rpaTTEtv T(;Jll cp€pDIITWV 
fJ:>.af3a> lj JCwouvovr;, Kat 7ToA-A-a!Ct'> €v£ov.;; eloam.;; 
on J.Lf.A-:>.ovutv dJ.LapTavew J.L'YJO€v 7T'paTT€w 
Ta cpafil\a ICaTtUXVOJ.LEIIOV<;; tm' epwTO<;; /j J.L[UOV<;; 
i7 TWO<;; ETEpov 7T'a0ov<;;, eaVTOU<; o' ef,;'Y]AWICOTa<; 
f3£ov TOll imo TWII cppOVlJ.LWTUTWll avopwv 7T'p01C€1Cpt-

4 J.LEIIOV EAaX,£UTOt<;; 7T'Ept7T£7T'TElV TOL-
aVTIJ o€ XPWJ.LEVWV TWII f3aut:>.er»v Ot/Catouuvv 
7rpo-. Tou.;; IJ7f'oTeTa'YJ.Lf.vov.;;, Ta Tat.;; El-. 

\ f I ) ' " \ TOV<;; 'YJ'YOVJ.LEIIOV<;; €Vll0£at<;; 7TaUall uvryryElll/C'Y]ll 
cptA-ouTopryiav v7T'epe/3aA-A.€To" ov ryap ·J.Lovov To 
UUUT'T}J.La TWV iepewv, a:>.:>.a /Cat uv:>.:>.?jfJo'T}v 
a7TaVTE<;; oi /CaT' A'tryV'Tf'TOll ovx ofhw ryvvat/CWII 
/Cat TE/CliWl' /Cat TWII al\.A-wv TWII V7T'apxall7'wll 
aVTOt' aryaOwv €cppovnf,;ov W<; TWV fJautAEWll 

5 aucpa:>.e[a.;;. Totryapofiv 7T'A€t(J'T0ll J.LEV xpovov TWII 
J.Lli'Y]J.LOIIEVOJ.LEIIWV {3autAEWll 7T'OAtTtlCYJll /CaTtiUTaUtv 

€VOalJ.LOVE(J'TaTOll o€ fJ[ov exovTE<; OtE-
TEAEUall, ew<;; fj.L€£11€11 7rpoetp'Y}J.LEII'YJ TWV VOJ.LWV 
(J'UliTaf;t.;;, 7rpo<; o€ TOUTOt<;; €8vwv T€ 7TAEiUTWV 
E7T€tcptLT'Y}uav Kat J.LEryiuTov.;; 7TAOVTOV<; ifuxov, Ka! 

\ , ,, ' , 
Ta<;; J.LEV xwpa<; €pryot<;; Kat lcaTaU/CEVaUJ.LaUtv 
a!IV7TEp/3A-r}TOl<;;, Ta<;; OE 7TOA€l<;; ava8l}J.LaUt 7TOAV-
TEAE(J'l Kat 7TavToiot.;; EKOUJ.L'Y]Uav. 

72. Kat Ta J.LETa T€AEVTl)V o€ rytVOJ.LEVa 
1 1/lvxa'is MSS., Vogel: "Tvxa'is Dindorf. 
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but only in accordance with the established laws 
relative to each offence. And in following the 
dictates of custom in these matters, so far were they 
from being indignant or taking offence in their souls, 
that, on the contrary, they actually held that they 
led a most happy life; for they believed that all 
other men, in thoughtlessly following their natural 
passions, commit many acts which bring them 
injuries and perils, and that oftentimes some who 
realize that they are about to commit a sin neverthe-
less do base acts when overpowered by love or hatred 
or some other passion, while they, on the other hand, 
by virtue of their having cultivated a manner of 
life which had been chosen before all others by the 
most prudent of all men, fell into the fewest mistakes. 
And since the kings followed so righteous a course 
in dealing with their subjects, the people manifested 
a goodwill towards their rulers which surpassed even 
the affection they had for their own kinsmen ; for 
not only the order of the priests but, in short, all 
the inhabitants of Egypt were less concerned for 
their wives and children and their other cherished 
possessions than for the safety of their kings. Conse-
quently, during most of the time covered by the 
reigns of the kings of whom we have a record, they 
maintained an orderly civil government and con-
tinued to enjoy a most felicitous life, so long as the 
system of laws described was in force; and, more 
than that, they conquered more nations and achieved 
greater wealth than any other people, and adorned 
their lands with monuments and buildings never to 
be surpassed, and their cities with costly dedications 
of every description. 

72. Again, the Egyptian ceremonies which fol_ 
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lowed upon the death of a king afforded no small 
proof of the goodwill of the people towards their 
rulers; for the fact that the honour which they 
paid was to one who was insensible of it constituted 
an authentic testimony to its sincerity. For when 
any king died all the inhabitants of Egypt united in 
mourning for him, rending their garments, closing 
the temples, stopping the sacrifices, and celebrating 
no festivals for seventy-two days; and plastering 
their heads with mud and wrapping strips of linen 
cloth below their breasts, women as well as men 
went about in groups of two or three hundred, and 
twice each day, reciting the dirge in a rhythmic chant, 
they sang the praises of the deceased, recalling his 
virtues; nor would they eat the flesh of any living 
thing or food prepared from wheat, and they abstained 
from wine and luxury of any sort. And no one would 
ever have seen fit to make use of baths or unguents 
or soft bedding, nay more, would not even have 
dared to indulge in sexual pleasures, but every 
Egyptian grieved and mourned during those seventy-
two days as if it were his own beloved child that had 
died. But during this interval they had made 
splendid preparations for the burial, and on the last 
day, placing the coffin containing the body before 
the entrance to the tomb, they set up, as custom 
prescribed, a tribunal to sit in judgment upon the 
deeds done by the deceased during his life. And 
when permission had been given to anyone who so 
wished to lay complaint against him, the priests 
praised all his noble deeds one after another, and 

1 •lx• Bekker, Vot;el: AB, Dindorf. 

249 



DIODORUS OF SICILY 

Trw ei€</Jopav crvv7J'YJ.t€vat p,vpuioer; Twv lJxA.rov 
ai€OVOVCTat el TVXOt l€aA.wr; /3e/3t-

6 rol€wr;, el S€ TovvavT{ov €Bopv/3ovv. 
7roA.A.ol, Twv /3autA.€rov Ota Tou 
fVaVTirocrtv Tfir; ep,cpavour; 

I ,./,.""' \ \ f /:) ' \ vop,tp,ov Ta't'1J<;' oto !€at uvvef-Jatve Tour; T1JV 
{3autA.e{av Staoexop,evovr; p,ovov Sta Ttlr; lipn 
p7]8eiuar; alTiar; Otl€ato7l"pa"feiv, aA.A.tl 1€al Ottl TOV 
cpo{3ov Tryr; fL€Ttl fCTOfLEV7]<; v(3pewr; 
T€ TOU uwp,aTor; !€at {3A.aucp7]p,iar; elr; &7raVTa TOV 
alwva. 

Twv p,€v ovv 7r€pt TOur; apxaiovr; /3autA.e'ir; 
' \ I ,., ' '' VOftlfLOOV Ta fL€"flCTTa TaVT €CTTlV, 

73. Tfir; Al"fV'Tl"Tov S€ 7rau7Jr; elr; 7rA.eiro p,Ep1J 
Ol'[JP7JfLEV7]<;, wv el€aCTTOV l€aTft Thv 
OtaA€1€TOV ovop,a,eTat vop,or;, ecp' EI€UCTTf{' TETai€Tat 
vop,apX7J<; 0 a'Tl"aVTOOV exrov f7l"lfLEA€tav T€ !€a£ 

2 cppovTioa. n}r; S€ xwpar; a7l"aCT7]<; elr; Tpia fLEP7J 
Ot'[JP1JfLEV1J<; p,€v 7rpWT7]V exet p,ep{oa TO (TU• 
CTT7]J.la TWV iep€rov, fL€"fiCTT7]<; evTpo7rfir; TV"fXtLVOV 
7raptl Toi:r; e'Yxropiotr; Ota T€ elr; Tour; Beour; 
e7rtp,€"A etav "al ottl To 7r A.eiuT1JV uvvecrw Tour; 

3 livopar; TouTovr; €" 'Tl"atoe{ar; elucp€peu8at. €" S€ 
TOUT(J)V TWV 7rpocroorov Tar; T€ Bvu{ar; a'Tl"auar; Tar; 
"aT' At"fV'Tl"Tov uvvTeA.oucrt "at Tour; {m7JpETar; 
TpEcpovut 1€al m'ir; lUatr; xpeiatr; XOP7J"fOUCTtv' 
oihe 'Yap Ttlr; TWV Bewv np,a,r; rjJoVTo oeiv aA.A.aTT€tV, 
ciA.A.' tJ'Tl"O T€ TWV aUTWV ael !€at 7rapa7r A7]uiror; 

1 Two instances of this are given in chap. 64. 
2 The Harris Papyrus of the twelfth century B.o. gives the 

only definite figures of the vast holdings of the temples. 
They owned at that time about two per cent. of the population 
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the common people who had gathered in myriads 
to the funeral, listening to them, shouted their 
approval if the king had led a worthy life, but if 
he had not, they raised a clamour of protest. And 
in fact many kings have been deprived of the public 
burial customarily accorded them because of the 
opposition of the people; 1 the result was, conse-
quently, that the successive kings practised justice, 
not merely for the reasons just mentioned, but also 
because of their fear of the despite which would be 
shown their body after death and of eternal 
obloquy. 

Of the customs, then, touching the early kings 
these are the most important. 

73. And since Egypt as a whole is divided into 
several parts which in Greek are called nomes, over 
each of these a nomarch is appointed who is charged 
with both the oversight and care of all its affairs. 
Furthermore, the entire country is divided into 
three parts, the first of which is held by the order 
of the priests, which is accorded the greatest venera-
tion by the inhabitants both because these men 
have charge of the worship of the gods and because 
by virtue of their education they bring to bear a 
higher intelligence than others. With the income 
from these holdings 2 of land they perform all the 
sacrifices throughout Egypt, maintain their assist-
ants, and minister to their own needs; for it has 
always been held that the honours paid to the gods 
should never be changed, but should ever be per-
formed by the same men and in the same manner, 

and some fifteen per cent. of the land, not to mention property 
of other nature, and their power materially increased in the 
succeeding centuries. 
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uvvTeA.t!iu()ae, oihe 7ravTrov 
4 • s • . , () '"\ ' ' ev eetr; etvat Trov avaryKatwv. Ka o"'ov ryap 7rept 

Toov p.eryluTwv oiJTot 7rpof3ovA.evop.evot uvvotaTpl-
f3ovut Tip f3arrtA.e'i, Tr"Jv f-LEV uvvepyo£, Toov Se 
eluTJ"/TJTa£ otoauKaA.ot rytvop.evot, out. p.ev 
Tfj<; Kal. Tfj<; lepOUKO'IT'{ar; Ttl JLfA-
AOVTa 7rpOu7Jp.alvovTer;, eK S€ Toov ev Ta'ir; 
(3l(3"Aotr; avaryerypap.p.€vrov 7rpaEerov Ttt<; wcpe"Afjuat 

5 0 I I , I tl 7rapavarytvrouKOVTer;. ou ryap, rou7rep 
7raptt TOt<; ''EA.A.'Y}UtV, et<; p.ia 
leprouVVTJV 7rapeiA.'Y}cpt:v, aA.A.tt 7T'OAAOt 7r€pt Ttt<; 
TOOV Oeoov evular; Kat np.ttr; OtaTp£(3ovut, Kat To'ir; 
' I \ I """ Ql 1 t' eKryovotr; TTJV op.otav TOV ,.., wu 7rpoatpeutv 7rapaot-
o6autv. S€ oiJTO£ 'IT'UVT(J)V T€ aTeA.eZr; Kat oev-
Tepeuovur; p.eTtt Tov T€ Kal 
Ta'ir; eEouuiatr;. 

6 T1}v S€ OwTepav p.o'ipav ol 
"' ' ',.....' f' , \ I 't'auw et<; 7rpouocour;, a't' wv etr; T€ Tour; ?ToA.e-
p.ovr; xop'Y}ryouut Kal T1}v 7repl ahovr; A.ap.7rpoT1JTa 
OtacpvA.aTTOUUt, Kat TOV<; JLEV 
!:' ' ' • 1:' ' !:'' , owpeatr; KaTa TTJV astav np.rout, Tour; o totroTar; 
odt T1}v fK TOVT(J)V eimopiav ou /3a7T'TL,OVU£ Tat:r; 
elucpopa'ir;. 

7 Se p.eploa TeA.euTalav lxovutv ol 
p.axep.ot Ka"Aoup.evot Kal. 7rpor; Ttlr; "AetTovpry/ar; 
Ttlr; elr; T1}v uTpaTelav V'IT'aKouovTer;, 'tv' ol Ktvov-
veuovTer; €VVOUUTaTOt Tfi xwpa Ottt T1}v KA1]-

, , ()' ' ' \ {;} I povxtav ovTer; 7rpo up.ror; e7rwexrovTat Ta uvp.tJat-
8 VOVTa KaTa TOV<; 7roA.€p.ovr; oewa. l1T07T'OV ryd_p 

" \ \ "' I!' I I 1 . 'Y'JV T'Y'JV JL€V T(J)V a?TUVT(J)V U(J)T1]ptaV TOUTOt<; 
f7T'tTpf7r€£V, V'IT'Ep S€ arywvwunat JL1JOEV avTo'ir; 
r ' ' ' ' \:'" "1: ' !:'' V7rapxew KaTa T1JV xropav U'IT'OVOTJ<; ac;;tOV' TO o€ 
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and that those who deliberate on behalf of all should 
not lack the necessities of life. For, speaking gener-
ally, the priests are the first to deliberate upon the 
most important matters and are always at the king's 
side, sometimes as his assistants, sometimes to 
propose measures and give instructions, and they 
also, by their knowledge of astrology and of divina-
tion, forecast future events, and read to the king, 
out of the record of acts preserved in their sacred 
books, those which can be of assistance. For it is 
not the case with the Egyptians as it is with the 
Greeks, that a single man or a single woman takes 
over the priesthood, but many are engaged in the 
sacrifices and honours paid the gods and pass on to 
their descendants the same rule of life. They also 
pay no taxes of any kind, and in repute and in power 
are second after the king. 

The second part of the country has been taken 
over by the kings for their revenues, out of which 
they pay the cost of their wars, support the splendour 
of their court, and reward with fitting gifts any who 
have distinguished themselves ; and they do not 
swamp the private citizens by taxation, since their 
income from these revenues gives them a great 
plenty. 

The last part is held by the warriors, as they are 
called, who are subject to call for all military duties, 
the purpose being that those who hazard their lives 
may be most loyal to the country because of such 
allotment of land and thus may eagerly face the 
perils of war. For it would be absurd to entrust the 
safety of the entire nation to these men and yet 
have them possess in the country no property to 
fight for valuable enoug;l to arouse their ardour. 
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aUTOV<; pa8£w<; T€KVO-
' ' li:' ' ,.. ' I. 7T'Ot1JU€LV, Ka£ ota TOVTO Tl]V 7TOAVav(}pw7r£av 

KaTaUK€Vauetv,l WUT€ {try 7rpou8e'iu8at 
9 OvVaftEW<; Tf]V x_wpav. op.,o[wr; 8' oiJTo£ Tryv 

TaVT'I}V EK rrpo"fovwv OtaOE)(Oft€VOt Tat<; ftEV 
Twv rraTepwv lwopa"fa8iatr; 7rpoTpE7rovTat 1rpor; 
Tryv avopdav, f/( 7raiowv 8€ "flVOft€VOl 
TWV 7TOA€ftlKWV ep"fWV aviKI]TOl Tat<; TOAftal<; Kat 
Tat<; Ef.L7r€Lp£a£<; a7roj3aivovutv. 

7 4. "Eun o' eTepa UUVTcl"fftaTa Tfj<; 7rOAlT€[a<; 
Tpta, TO T€ TWV Kat. TO TWIJ "f€Wp"fi1JV, en 
8€ TO TWV T€XVlTWV. oi ftEV ovv "f€Wp"fOt ftlKpov 
Ttvor; Tryv 'Yfiv n]v 1rapa Toii j3aut-
A.ewr; Kat Twv Kat Twv ttax_ittwv p.,tu8ov-
ftEvo£ 8taTEA-oiiut Tov 1ravTa x_povov 1repl Tryv 
Ep"fauiav OVT€<; T?J<; x_wpar;· f/( V1]7riou o€ UVVTpe-
f/>oft€VOl Tair; "fEWP"fLKatr; E7rtfteA-eiatr; 1roA-v rrpo-
ixovut TWV 7rapa TOt<; aA.A-ot<; e8veu£ "f€WP"fWV 

2 -ratr; f.p.,7retpiatr;· Kat 'YaP Tryv Tijr; 'YfJ'> vutv 
Kat Tryv TWV voaTwV f.rrippvutv, en 8€ TOV<; 
Katpovc; roii re u1ropov Kat roii Oeptu ttoii Kat 
Tfj<; aA.A-1]<; TWV Kap7T'WV UV"fKOfttOfj<; 
7ravTwv "ftvwuKovut, Ta. tt'fv f/( Tfl<; Twv 7rpo"f6vwv 

tta8ovTe>, Ta 8' eK ri}c; lUac; 
3 rre£pa<; Ot8ax_8ene<;. 0 8' avro<; A-O"fO<; EUTL Kat 

1rep£ Twv vop.,ewv, o/, Tryv Twv OpeftftaTwv f.m-
tt€A-etav f/( 7raTepwv WU7r€p KA-1]pOVO[t[ac; vop.,w 
7rapaA-att/3avovTer; f.v j3£rp 8taTeA-oii;, 

4 ' \ ' ' ' \ ' 7raVTa TOV TOU ':>1]V ((POVOV, Ka£ 7TO"'"'a ft€V 7rapa 
Twv 7rpO"fOVWV 7rpoc; 8epa1retav Kat 
apiUT'I}V TWV j3ouKOftEVWV OVI( o"A["fa 

1 Ka'Ta.CTKevduetv Stephanus: Ka:ra(fKevcf.(ew. 
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But the most important consideration is the fact that, 
if they are well-to-do, they will readily beget children 
and thus so increase the population that the country 
will not need to call in any mercenary troops. And 
since their calling, like that of the priests, is here-
ditary, the warriors are incited to bravery by the 
distinguished records of their fathers and, inasmuch 
as they become zealous students of warfare from 
their boyhood up, they turn out to be invincible by 
reason of their daring and skill.l 

74. There are three other classes of free citizens, 
namely, the herdsmen, the husbandmen, and the 
artisans. Now the husbandmen rent on moderate 
terms the arable land held by the king and the 
priests and the warriors, and spend their entire time 
in tilling the soil ; and since from very infancy they 
are brought up in connection with the various tasks 
of farming, they are far more experienced in such 
matters than the husbandmen of any other nation ; 
for of all mankind they acquire the most exact 
knowledge of the nature of the soil, the use of water 
in irrigation, the times of sowing and reaping, and 
the harvesting of the crops in general, some details 
of which they have learned from the observations of 
their ancestors and others in the school of their own 
experience. And what has been said applies equally 
well to the herdsmen, who receive the care of animals 
from their fathers as if by a law of inheritance, and 
follow a pastoral life all the days of their existence. 
They have received, it is true, much from their 
ancestors relative to the best care and feeding of 
grazing animals, but to this they add not a little 

1 The fullest account of this warrior caste is in Hcrodotus 
2 164 ff. 
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o' athol Ota TOll d<; TaVTa 7rpouavp£-
O'ICOVO"t, Kal TO OavJ.LautWTaTov, 8ttt V7rEp-
f3oA.hll Ti]<; €£<; TaVTa U7TOV01J<; at T€ oplldJoTpocpot 
Kat oi XrJllof)ouKOt xwpt<; 7Tapa To£<; aXA.ot<; 

fK cpuuew<; UVVT€AOVJl-EV1]<; "f€llfU€OJ<; 

Tr;JV elp'YJJl-EliWll tc/ wv al!Tot odt Try<; lUar; cptA.o-
Texvlar; afl-VB1]TOV 7T A.i]Bor; opliEOJll aB 

5 oil ryap Jmpatovut Ota TWll opv£Bwll, aA.A.' aUTOL 
7Tapao6gw<; xetpovpryOVliT€<; TV UVliEU€£ Kat cptA.o-
Texviq T1J<; cpvcrtKi]<; eveprye[a<; OiJK a7TOA€£7TOliTat. 

6 'AA.A.a Jl-hll Kat Tar; Texva<; loetll ifun 7rapa 
Tot<; Alryv7TTiot<; Jl-aA.tuTa Ota7r€7T"Ol'1Jfl-Ella<; Kat 
7rpo<; To KaBY)Koll TeA.o<; ot1JKptf3wp€var;· 1rapa 
fl-OVOL<; ryap TOVTOl<; oi 01]Jl-l0Vpryo£ 7TtlliT€<; oih' 
Jpryau[a<; aAA'I]<; OUT€ 7TOAtTtKry<; Jl-€Ta-
Aaf.Lf3all€lll fWliTat Ti]<; fK TWll vopwv 
wptu fl-Eli1J<; Kat 7Tapa TWll ryovewll 7TapaoeOOJl-Ell1]<;, 
wuTe 1-l-'JTE OtOaCJ'KaX-ov cp06voll p1]Te 7rOAtTtKou<; 
7r€ptu7Tau p..ov<; aA.A.o Jl-1JDEll 

7 auTWll €l<; Taura U'TT"OVOryll. 7Tapa Jl-fll ryap 
Tot<> ClA.A.ot<; loetll i!CJ'Tt Tov<; TexlliTa<> 7rept 7roA.A.a 
TV otavoiq, 7TeptCJ'7T"Wfl-Ellov<; Kat ota Tryll 7T"Aeo-

fl-EVovm<; To 71apa7Tall E7Tt Ti]<; lOia<; 
Jp"faCJ'ia<;· ol fl-EV ryap €cpa7TTOliTat ryewp"fia<;, oi 
o' fJl-7rOpLa<; KOtliWliOVUtll, oi OE OVOtV fJ TptwV 
T€Xllr;lll aliTEXOliTat, 7T A.et:uTOt o' Ell Tat:<; 01]Jl-OKpa-
TOVfl-EVa£<; 7TOA€(J'£ll ei<; Ta<; EKKA'YJCJ'La<; UVVTpe-
xoliT€<; f.LEV 7T"OA£Telall A.vpa£vol1Tat, TO oJ 
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by reason of their own interest in such matters; 
and the most astonishing fact is that, by reason of 
their unusual application to such matters, the men 
who have charge of poultry and geese, in addition 
to producing them in the natural way known to all 
mankind, raise them by their own hands, by virtue 
of a skill peculiar to them, in numbers beyond 
telling; for they do not use the birds for hatching 
the eggs, but, in effecting this themselves artificially 
by their own wit and skill in an astounding manner, 
they are not surpassed by the operations of nature.1 

Furthermore, one may see that the crafts also 
among the Egyptians are very diligently cultivated 
and brought to their proper development; for they 
are the only people where all the craftsmen are 
forbidden to follow any other occupation or belong to 
any other class of citizens than those stipulated by the 
laws and handed down to them from their parents, 
the result being that neither ill-will towards a teacher 
nor political distractions nor any other thing inter-
feres with their interest in their work. For whereas 
among all other peoples it can be observed that the 
artisans are distracted in mind by many things, 
and through the desire to advance themselves do 
not stick exclusively to their own occupation; for 
some try their hands at agriculture, some dabble in 
trade, and some cling to two or three crafts, and 
in states having a democratic form of government 
vast numbers of them, trooping to the meetings of the 
Assembly, ruin the work of the government, while 
they make a profit for themselves at the expense of 

1 According to Aristotle (Historia Animalium, 6. 2) this 
artificial hatching was effected by burying the eggs in dung. 
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'AvuvreA.€c; 7rept7rowvvTat 7rapa Twv f-'tuBooo-
ToUvTwv· 7rapft 0€ Alryv7rTlotr;, et Ttr; TfJv 
TEXVtTwv 1-'eniuxot TTJ<; 7roA.tTeLa<; Texvac; 
7T' A.eiovc; lp1asotTo, f1.€"fa"A.at<; 7rept7T'L7T'Tet Ttf-'W· 
piats·. 

8 f-'EV ouv otaipeutv Ti]<; 7T'OA.tTe£ac; Kat 
T?jc; lDtac; E'TT'tf-'€7\.etav oul- 7rpory6vwv TOtau-
T'I]II euxov oi TO 7raA.atoV Alryv7T'TOV KaTot-
KOVVT€<;. 

75. Ilept Oe TCt<; KpLU€l<; OV TVXOVUall 
e7T'OlOVVTO lv TOt<; OtKa· 

I ' ,.k I I f' \ ""' ""' UT'I]p£Ot<; a7T'O't'aU€t<; f-'E''fLUT'I]V p07T'1)V Tq> KOtvq} 
2 fJicp cpepHv 7rpoc; af-'cpoTepa. ryap f}v ort 

Twv 1-'ev 7rapavol-'ouvTwv KoA.aso!-'€vwv, Twv S' 
abtKOVf-'EIIWV TvryxavoVTWV, apLUT'Y} btop· 
Bwutr:; euTat Twv af1.apT7Jf-'aTwv- el S' o cpofJor:; 
o rytv61-'evoc; EK Twv Kp[uewv To'ic; 7rapavof1.ovutv 
, 1 I ,\ I ' I 

avaTp€7r0lT0 XPrJfl.aULV rJ xaptutv, €UOf-'€V'I]V 
3 €wpwv TOV KOtVOV fJ[ou uuryxvutv. Olo7r€p EK 

TWV E7rtcpaveuTaTWV 7T'OA€WV TOUr:; apiuTOU<; 
llvopar:; a7roOetKvuvTEr:; OtKauTac; Kotvovr:; ovK 

, I " I 't 'H" I ' U7T'€TU"fXaVOV T?]<; 7rpoatp€U€W<;, Es 1\.LOV ryap 
7ro"ll.ewc; Kat ®rJfJwv Kat M€1-'cf>ewc; oeKa OtKauTar:; 

EKauTrJ'> 7rpo€Kptvov· Kat TovTo To uvv€opwv 
ovK eOOK€t A.ei7reuBat TWV 'Apeo7raryt-
Twv Twv 7rapa AaKeOatf1.ov£otr:; ryepovTwv. 

4 f7T'€t o€ uuv€7\.Bouv oi TptczKOVTa, E7T'EKptvov 
't r ""' r1 ' " \ "' ' €'0 eaUTWV eva TOV aptUTOV, Kat TOVTOV f-'EV 
, 'I' ' B' , ' I I apxtotKaUT1JV Ka LUTaVTO, Et<; 0€ TO TOVTOU T07T'OV 

1 Speaking as an aristocrat, Diodorus is criticising the 
democracies of Greece, Athens in all probability being es-
pecially in his mind, where the citizens, according to him, leave 
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others who pay them their wage,l yet among the 
Egyptians if any artisan should take part in public 
affairs or pursue several crafts he is severely punished. 

Such, then, were the divisions of the citizens, 
maintained by the early inhabitants of Egypt, and 
their devotion to their own class which they inherited 
from their ancestors. 

75. In their administration of justice the Egyptians 
also showed no merely casual interest, holding that 
the decisions of the courts exercise the greatest 
influence upon community life, and this in each 
of their two aspects. For it was evident to them 
that if the offenders against the law should be 
punished and the injured parties should be afforded 
succour there would be an ideal correction of wrong-
doing; but if, on the other hand, the fear which 
wrongdoers have of the judgments of the courts 
should be brought to naught by bribery or favour, 
they saw that the break-up of community life 
would follow. Consequently, by appointing the best 
men from the most important cities as judges over 
the whole land they did not fall short of the end 
which they had in mind. For from Heliopolis and 
Thebes and Memphis they used to choose ten judges 
from each, and this court was regarded as in no way 
inferior to that composed oftheAreopagitesat Athens 
or of the Elders 2 at Sparta. And when the thirty 
assembled they chose the best one of their number and 
made him chief justice, and in his stead the city sent 
their tasks to participate in the affairs of the state, apparently 
being paid by their employers while thus engaged and receiving 
an additional compensation from the state. 

2 The bodies were known as the Council of the Areopagus 
and the Gerousia respectively; the latter is described in Book 
17. 104. 
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' ' "\' ' '" " ' 'I: a7r€UT€/\.f\.€V 'I} 71"01\.t<; €T€pOV OLKaUT1JV. 
S€ TWV ava'YICaiwv 7rapa TOV {3autA.ew<; TOt<; Jl.EV 
OtJCauTat<; 7rpor; OtaTpocpt]V €xoprryoiivTo, 

5 T(jJ o' apxditJCauTfj 71"0AAa7TAaUlOl. €cpopet o' 
oihor; 7rep£ TOV TPUX'IJAOV EK xpvui]r; aA.vuew<; 

r«;<lowv TWV 71"0AVT€AWV t..£Bwv, I) 
7rpourJ'Yopwov, TOJV o' 
1]pxovTo E7retoav 1 Tfjr; 'AA.'Y/Beia<; eltcova o 

6 7rpouBotTO, TWV o€ 7f(ZVTWV vop.wv 
€v {3t{3A.iot<; O/CTW "fE"fpa;.tp.l.vwv, TOVTWV 
7rapa1Cetp.f.vwv TOt<; OtJCauTatr;, €0o<; t,v TOV ;.t€v 
JCaTt}"fopov 7pa1[rat JCaB' ciJv €veJCaA€t 71"W<; 
"fE"fOV€ &giav TOV t, TTJ<; 
(3A.afJ'TJ'>, TOV a7rOAO"fOVJ.t€VOV o€ A-a(36v-ra TO 

e I ' \ ' '< f ' f ,f, XP'IJ;.taTtu ev V7rO Twv avnotKWV aVTt"fpay at 
7rpor; wr; ouJC €1rpafev t, ovJC 

t, EAUTTOVO<; S'IJ;.tiar; EUTt 
1 TVXEtV. €7r€£Ta vop.lf.LOV ryv TOV avn-

'YPa1frat Ka£ 7raAtv TOV U7TOAO"f0Vjl.EVOV avnBetvat. 
a;.tcpoTepwv S€ TWV avnOiJCwv Ta "f€"fpap.;.tf.va Ot<; 
Tot<; OtJCauTatr; oovTwv, To T'I}VtJCavT' tioet ToV<; 
p.€v TpU1KOVTa Ta<; "fVW;.ta<; EV cmocpai-
veuBat, TOV o€ TO r«;<lowv T1J<; 
'AA..r]Beiar; 7rpouTiBeuBat Tfj f.Tf.pq, TWV ap.cptu/3'T}-
T1JUEWV. 

76. TovTq> o€ Tip TP07T'f Tar; tcpiuet<; 7rauar; 
uvv-reA.e'iv TOV'> Al"fV7TTiovr;, vop.£roVTar; €" p.ev 
Tov A.f.7etv Tovr; uvv1J'Yopovr; 1roA.A.a To'ir; Dt/Catotr; 
€7rtu/Con}uew· 7 ap Ta<; Texva<; Twv P'IJTopwv 

\ ' ... f ' ' \ ' ... /Cat T'I}V TIJ<; V71"01CptUEW<; "fO'Y}T€taV /Cat Ta TO>V 

1 Bekker, Dindorf. 
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another judge. Allowances to provide for their needs 
were supplied by the king, to the judges sufficient for 
their maintenance, and many times as much to the 
chief justice. The latter regularly wore suspended 
from his neck by a golden chain a small image made of 
precious stones, which they called Truth; the hearings 
of the pleas commenced whenever the chief justice 
put on the image of Truth. The entire body of 
the laws was written down in eight volumes which 
lay before the judges, and the custom was that the 
accuser should present in writing the particulars of 
his complaint, namely, the charge, how the thing 
happened, and the amount of injury or damage done, 
whereupon the defendant would take the document 
submitted by his opponents in the suit and reply in 
writing to each charge, to the effect either that he 
did not commit the deed, or, if he did, that he was 
not guilty of wrongdoing, or, if he was guilty of 
wrongdoing, that he should receive a lighter penalty. 
After that, the law required that the accuser should 
reply to this in writing and that the defendant 
should offer a rebuttal. And after both parties had 
twice presented their statements in writing to the 
judges, it was the duty of the thirty at once to 
declare their opinions among themselves and of the 
chief justice to place the image of Truth upon one 
or the other of the two pleas which had been 
presented. 

76. This was the manner, as their account goes, in 
which the Egyptians conducted all court proceed-
ings, since they believed that if the advocates were 
allowed to speak they would greatly becloud the 
justice of a case ; for they knew that the clever 
devices of orators, the cunning witchery of their 
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Ktvovv€vovTwv oaKpva 7Tporp€rr€u8at 

7Tapopiiv TO TWV VOfJ-WV a7TOTOf1-0V Ka£ 
2 aKpL$€taV' Bewp€tuBat 'YOVV TOUt;; E7Tat-

VOVf1-EVOV<;; €v T{jl "PLV€tv 7ToA.A.a"'" ,ry ot' a7TaTYJV 

/j ota '1/rvxa'Yw'Yiav lj ota ro 7rpor;; Tov eA.€ov 

7r&Bor;; uuveKcpepOfJ-EVOVr;; Tfj OVVafJ-et rwv UVVlJ'YO-

povvrwv· EK o€ TOV 'YPUc/J€tV Ttt DlKata TOUr;; 

avnOLKOV<;; r[ovro Ttt<;; aKpt/3€Zr;; eueuBat, 

3 'YVfJ-VWV TWV 7rpa'Yfl-rLTWV B€wpOVf1-EVwv. oihw 
\ 1 1"\ I \ > ,4.. " " (.j <1-'Yap fJ-a"'tO"Ta fl-'YJT€ TOV<;' €V't'V€tt;; TWV 1-Jpaov-

TEpWV fJ-ryTe Tour;; EV'YJBA'YJKOTar;; TWV 

a7T€Lpwv TOUt;; -tevuTar;; Ka£ TOAfJ-'Y}pour;; TWV 

Kat KaTEUTaAfJ-EVWV TOt<;; i}Beut, 

7TUVTar;; o' E7T' rul')t;; TWV DtKaiwv, 

l/CaVOV xpovov E/C TWV VOfJ-Wil A.af1-/3avoVTWIJ TWV 
\ > '1-l > 1:: I \ ' > "\ "\ 1"\ fJ-EV aVTtOt/CWV EsETaUat Ta 7rap a"'"'lJ"'WV, TWV 

o€ OtKaUTWV O"V'Y!Cp'ivat Ttt 7rap' afJ-cpOTEpwv. 

77. 'E7Tet o€ VOf1-0tl€uiar;; Ef.LVrJO"el)f1-€V, OV/C 
, 1 ,.. ,., r t • 1 1 

aVOtK€tOV Etvat T1')'> lUTOpta<;; VOfJ-t· 

sof.L€V €KB€uBat Twv vof.Lwv ouot 7Tapa Totr;; 

Al'YV7TTLotr;; 7TaA.atOT'l)Tt lj 7Tap1')A.A.a'Y-

f.LEV'l)V Tagw euxov ..ry TO UUVOAOV wcphetav TOt<;; 

2 cptA.ava'Yvwcnovut DuvavTat 7Tapaux€uBat. 7rpw-

Tov 11-l:v ovv KaTa Twv €mopKwv BavaTor;; 7Tap' 

TO 7TpoUTtf1-0V, wr;; Duo Ttt f.LE'YlO"Ta 7TOtoUV-

TWV Beour;; T€ c'tue$ovvTWV Ka£ 

1 ll.v after "''d.P deleted by Dindorf. 

BOOK I. 76. I-77· 2 

delivery, and the tears ofthe accused would influence 
many to overlook the severity of the laws and the 
strictness of truth; at any rate they were aware 
that men who are highly respected as judges are 
often carried away by the eloquence of the advo-
cates, either because they are deceived, or because 
they are won over by the speaker's charm, or because 
the emotion of pity has been aroused in them; 1 

but by having the parties to a suit present their 
pleas in writing, it was their opinion that the judg-
ments would be strict, only the bare facts being 
taken into account. For in that case there would 
be the least chance that gifted speakers would have 
an advantage over the slower, or the well-practised 
over the inexperienced, or the audacious liars over 
those who were truth-loving and restrained in char-
acter, but all would get their just dues on an equal 
footing, since by the provision of the laws ample 
time is taken, on the one hand by the disputants for 
the examination of the arguments of the other side, 
and, on the other hand, by the judges for the com-
parison of the allegations of both parties. 

77. Since we have spoken of their legislation, we 
feel that it will not be foreign to the plan of our 
history to present such laws of the Egyptians as 
were especially old or took on an extraordinary 
form, or, in general, can be of help to lovers of 
reading. Now in the first place, their penalty for 
perjurers was death, on the ground that such men 
are guilty of the two greatest transgressions-being 
impious towards the gods and overthrowing the 

1 It is interesting to observe that the Egyptians are sup-
posed to be familiar with the weaknesses of the Attic courts. 
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).teryiun]V TWV 7Tap' avBpC:nrotr; 7Tiunv avaTp€-
3 7TOVTWV, f7TE£Ta er Tt<; EV ooijJ IWTa Try!' xwpav 

lowv cpov€VOJ.l€VOV az,Bpw7TOV TO KaBoi\ov (:Jiatov 
Tt 7TacrxovTa J.l-ry pucratTO ovvaTo<; &!v, BavaTw 

"A. i\ , <:- ' ' , i\ '() \ ', 7r€pt7Teuew w.,.,et ev· et oe 7Tpo> a rJ etav ota To 
aOUVUTOV J.l" KUTtuxuuat /3or]8i}crat, fJ-rJVVUa{ "f€ 
7TavTwr; &!cpeti\e Tour; i\vcrTas Kat Tryv 
7Tapavop,iaV' TOV o€ TUUTa p,ry KaTa 
TOV vop,ov f!oet p,aunryovuBat 'TETa"fJ.lEVa<; 7TAr]ryar; 

\ ' )f () ,.1..,... ) \ ,.. I Kat 7TaUrJ<; etpryeu at TPO't'rJ'> €7Tt TP€t'> 1)p..epar;. 
4 oi OE twowr; TtvWV Ka'TrJ"fOp1JCTa!ITE<; &Jcpeti\ov 

Toiho 7Ta8e'iv & 'TOt<; crvKocpav'TT]Be'iutv ETETaKTo 
7Tp0crTtJ1-0V, EL7rEp gTvxov KaTaCnKau8€vTer;. 

5 7TpOcr€'TETaKTO of. Kat 7Ta<rt TOtr; Alryv7TTiotr; 
a7rorypacpea8at 7rpor; 'Tour; apxov'Tar; a7T!) 'Tivwv 
eKa<rTO<; TOV (:Jiav, Kat 'TOV EV TOU'TOl<; •'r I • I > "\ e I 't' €VUUJ.l€VOV 1} 7TOpOV aotKOV €7TlT€1\.0VVTa avaTq> 
7T€pt7TC7T'T€tv avaryKa'iov. i\€ryeTat of: 'TOV'TOV 
TOV vop..ov V7TO !oi\wvar; 7Tapa(:3aA.ovTor; elr; 

6 Arryv7T'Tov elr; 'Tar;' p,e'TevexBi}vat. el Ci€ nr; 

EKovuiwr; a7TOK'T€LVat 'TOV ei\evBepov TOV oovA.ov, 
'TOVTOV ai vop,ot 7Tp0UE'Ta'T'TOV, /lp..a 

p,f.v {:3oui\op,evot p,ry 'Ta'ir; Otarpopa'ir; 'Ti}r; TUXrJ'>, ai\A.a 
TaZr; Twv E7Tt{:3oi\a'ir; etpryeuBat 7TUVTar; 
tho TWV cpaui\wv, llp..a o€ Ota 'Tij<; TWV oovi\wv 
cppovTioor; TOV<; av8pw7TOV<; 7Toi\u p,ai\A.ov 
elr; TOUr; ei\evB€povr; f-1-r]tJEV l5i\w<; 

1 Cp. Euripides, Medea, 412-13: e.wv a· oi'ndrt ,.f<rrt< IJ.pap• 
("a pledge given in the name of the gods no longer stands 
firm"). 

2 Cp. Herodotus, 2. 177: atro,Palvovra 8u<a{'lv {6'7v 
("unless he proved that he had a just way of life"). 

264 

BOOK I. 77- 2-6 

mightiest pledge known among men.1 Again, if a 
man, walking on a road in Egypt, saw a person 
being killed or, in a word, suffering any kind of 
violence and did not come to his aid if able to do 
so, he had to die; and if he was truly prevented 
from aiding the person because of inability, he was 
in any case required to lodge information against 
the bandits and to bring an action against their 
lawless act; and in case he failed to do this as the 
law required, it was required that he be scourged 
with a fixed number of stripes and be deprived of 
every kind offood for three days. Those who brought 
false accusations against others had to suffer the 
penalty that would have been meted out to the 
accused persons had they been adjudged guilty. 
All Egyptians were also severally required to submit 
to the magistrates a written declaration of the sources 
of their livelihood, and any man making a false declara-
tion or gaining an unlawful means of livelihood 2 had 
to pay the death penalty. And it is said that Solon, 
after his visit to Egypt, brought this law to Athens.3 

If anyone intentionally killed a free man or a slave 
the laws enjoined that he be put to death; for they, 
in the first place, wished that it should not be through 
the accidental differences in men's condition in life 
but throu<Yh the principles governing their actions 
that all r:en should be restrained from evil deeds, 
and, on the other hand, they sought to accustom 
mankind, through such consideration for slaves, to 
refrain all the more from committing any offence 
whatever against freemen. 

s Herodotus (2. 177) makes the same statement, but 
Plutarch (Solon, 31), on the authority of Theophrastus, 
attributes a similar law, not to Solon, but to Peisistratus. 
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7 Kat. KaTd. p.€v Trov ryovewv Trov lnroKTetvavTwv 
Td. TeKva OavaTOV p.ev ovx IJJpurav, oe 

""' ' , " "' 1' , "' Tpet<; Kat VVKTa<; tO"a<; O"VV€XW<; TJV avaryKatOV 
... ,f.., \ \ ' , ,f.. ... 7reptet"'1J't'OTa<; Tov veKpov v7rop.evetv 't'v"'aKTJ<; 

7rapeopevovun<; 01Jp.outa<;• ov ryap lnre-
'At]rpOn TO Tov fJlov Tov<; Tov fJ[ov Tot<; 
7Tatut oeowdTa<;, vovOen}uet o€ p.a"A."A.ov AV7TTJV 
exovuy p.eTap.e"A.etav Ct7TOTpE7T€W TOOV TOtoV-

8 TWV eryxetp'l]p.aTwv· Se TOOV TEKVWV TOOJJ 
ryove'i<; cpovevudvTwv np.wpiav JgTJ"A'Aaryp.ev'l]v €8n-
Kav· €Set ryd.p Tov<; KaTaOtKau8eVTa<; E7Tt Tov-

... ' '1:' -,. I ' TOt<; Ka"'ap.ot<; oc;;eut oaKTV"'tata p.epn TOV uwp.aTo<; 
/eaTaTp.1]8€vra<; E7T' 'OOVTa<;• 
p.eytO"TOV TOOV EV av8poJ7TOt<; aOtKT]p.dTwv 

, a I , , e , , 
TO fJlatr.J<; TO ':J'IJV a't'atpetu at TWV TTJV ':JW'YJV 

9 avTOL<; oeSwKOTWV. TOOV oe ryvvaucrov TOOV /eaTa-
OtKauOeturov OavdTfp Ttt<; eryKvov<; OavaTovuOat 
7Tptv &v TOVTO TO vop.tp.ov 7TOAAOt 

Trov 'E"A.'A?jvwv 7TavTe'Awr; 
&.otKOV elvat TO p.T]Sev Tfp 
Tfj<; ahfj<; p.eTEXetv Ttp.wptar;, 7rapavop.?jp.aTo<; 
€vo<; ryevop.evov 7rapd. ovot'v "A.ap.f3dz,etv TO 7rpou-
Ttp.ov, 7rpo<; Se TOVTOt<; KaTd. r.poaipeuw 7Tovnpd.v 
O"VVTe"A.eu8€vTO<; TOV TO f.I/Y]Oep.{av 'TT'W 
uvveuw exov V7TO TfJV op.o{av &.ryetv Ko'Aauw, TO 
Oe 'TT'UVTIDV p.erytUTOV, lJn Ta'i<; lo{a Tij<; 

, ' , ' 't- ... ,I ' ' ' atrta<; €7T€V'YJV€"'/JA-€V1]<; OVoap.w<; 7Tp0UTJ!e€£ TO !eOtVOV 
lO 7TaTpo<; Kat P,'Y}Tpo<; TEKVOV avatpe'iuOat" E7T0 fu'T}<; 

ryd.p av Tt<; cpav"A.ov<; Ota"A.df]ot KptTtt<; TOV<; T€ TOV 
evoxov Tfp cf>oPrp O"cd,OVTa<; Kat TOV<; TO P,T]Oev lJ"A.w<; 
aot!ef}uav uvvavatpovvTa<;. 
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In the case of parents who had slain their children, 
though the laws did not prescribe death, yet the 
offenders had to hold the dead body in their arms 
for three successive days and nights, under the sur-
veillance of a state guard; for it was not considered 
just to deprive of life those who had given life to 
their children, but rather by a warning which brought 
with it pain and repentance to turn them from such 
deeds. But for children who had killed their parents 
they reserved an extraordinary punishment; for it 
was required that those found guilty of this crime 
should have pieces of flesh about the size of a finger 
cut out of their bodies with sharp reeds and then be 
put on a bed of thorns and burned alive ; for they 
held that to take by violence the life of those who 
had given them life was the greatest crime possible 
to man. Pregnant women who had been condemned 
to death were not executed until they had been 
delivered. The same law has also been enacted by 
many Greek states, since they held it entirely unjust 
that the innocent should suffer the same punishment 
as the guilty, that a penalty should be exacted of 
two for only one transgression, and, further, that, 
since the crime had been actuated by an evil inten-
tion, a being as yet without intelligence should re-
ceive the same correction, and, what is the most 
important consideration, that in view of the fact 
that the guilt had been laid at the door of the preg-
nant mother it was by no means proper that the child, 
who belongs to the father as well as to the mother, 
should be despatched; for a man may properly 
consider judges who spare the life of a murderer to 
be no worse than other judges who destroy that 
which is guilty of no crime whatsoever. 
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ll Twv fLEV ovv cpovucwv IJOfLWIJ oi p.aA.tr:na oo-
KOVIJT€<; E7TtT€T€vxBat TowiJTo£ TLVE<; 

78. Twv o' aA.A.wv 0 fLEIJ 7T'Ept T(;JIJ 7TOAep.wv 
K€Lp.€vo<; KaTa Twv TrJV A.t7rovTwv ,q To 
7raparyryEA.B€v {mo Twv p.ry 7T'OtOVIJTWV 
fTUTT€ 7rpouTlfLOV ov BavaTOV, aA.A.a Tryv €axanw 

2 anp.£aw €l o' i5uTEpov Tat<; avopa'YaBiat<; U7r€p-
/3ali.OtiJTO Ttt<; anp.{a<;, fl<; TryV 
7rapp'l}u£av a7TOKa8iuTa, ap.a fLEIJ TOV vop.oBeTOV 
0€tiJOTEpav np.wp£av 7T'OtOVIJTO<; Tryv anp.iav "' TOIJ 
BavaTov, Zva To p.erytuTov Twv Katcwv €B£un 
7TUVTa<; KpLV€tiJ Tryv aluxvv'I]V, ap.a o€ TOV<; fLEIJ 
Bava-rwBevm<; fL'I]OEIJ TOll KOtiJOV 
f3£ov, TOV<; o€ anp.wBevm<; aryaBwv 7TOAAWV 
alTiov<; €u€u8at Ota -rryv E7rtBvp.£av Tfj<; 7Tapp'l}uLa<;. 

3 Kat TWIJ fLEV Ttt a7ropp'I}Ta TOL<; 7T'OA€JLLOt<; a7Tary-
ryEtAaVTWIJ E7TETUTT€1J 0 vop.o<; EKTEJLVEU8at Tryv 
ryll.wTTav, TWIJ o€ TO VOfLLUJLa 7rapatc07T'TOIJTWIJ /j 
p.€-rpa Kat uTaBp.a 7rapa7TotovvTwv /j 7rapa'YA.v-
cpovTwv Ttt<; ucppa'YLOa<;, fTt o€ TWV rypap.p.aTEWIJ 
TWIJ 'fr€VO€t<; XP'IJfLUTtUfLOV<; rypacpovTWIJ "' acpat-

1 ,.. ' ' \ .... ' povVTWIJ Tt TWIJ EryryErypap.p.EVWV, Kat TWIJ Ta<; 
'fr€V0€L<; uvryypacpa<; E7TtcpEpovTWV, ap.cpoTepa<; 
EKEA€VU€1J a7TOK07TT€U8at Ta<; XE'ipa<;, 07T'W<; ol<; 
ltcaUTO<; p.ep€Ul TOV uwp.aTO<; 7Tap€VOfL'I]U€V, El<; 

TaiJTa tcoA.al;op.Evo<; auTo<; p.€v p.expt TeA.evTij<; 
J I " \ A, I \ ""\ "\ <:' \ avtaTOIJ EX'[} T'I}V UVfL't'Opav, TOV<; 0 U/\.1\.0V<; ota 

Tij<; lo£a<; Ttp.wp£a<; vovBeTWIJ a7ToTpE7rrJ TWIJ 
t 1 1 I 

OfLOlWIJ Tt 7rpaTT€tiJ, 

1 The significance of this word, which summed up as well 
as any the ideal of Greek freedom and of the Athenian 
democracy, cannot be included in a single phrase. It im· 
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Now of the laws dealing with murder these are 
those which are thought to have been the most 
successful. 

78. Among their other laws one, which concerned 
military affairs, made the punishment of deserters or 
of any who disobeyed the command of their leaders, 
not death, but the uttermost disgrace ; but if later 
on such men wiped out their disgrace by a display of 
manly courage, they were restored to their former 
freedom of speech.1 Thus the lawgiver at the same 
time made disgrace a more terrible punishment than 
death, in order to accustom all the people to consider 
dishonour the greatest of evils, and he also believed 
that, while dead men would never be of value to 
society, men who had been disgraced would do many 
a good deed through their desire to regain freedom 
of speech. In the case of those who had disclosed 
military secrets to the enemy the law prescribed that 
their tongues should be cut out, while in the case of 
counterfeiters or falsifiers of measures and weights 
or imitators of seals, and of official scribes who made 
false entries or erased items, and of any who adduced 
false documents, it ordered that both their hands 
should be cut off, to the end that the offender, being 
punished in respect of those members of his body 
that were the instruments of his wrongdoing, should 
himself keep until death his irreparable misfortune, 
and at the same time, by serving as a warning example 
to others, should turn them from the commission of 
similar offences. 

plied that a man was as good a.s any other, that he could 
hold up his head among his fellows. "Position of self-
respect and equality " is approximately what it means in 
this sentence and the following. 
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4 IItKpo£ oe Kat 7rep£ TWV ryvvatKWV vopm 7rap' 
auro'i<; !nri]pxov. roD p.ev ryap /3tauap.evov 
ryvvaZKa J"AevBepav a7roKo7rreuBat 
ra aloo'ia, vop.{uavre<; TOV TOtoDrov 

I I \ I ,.., "" ) 7rapaPop.rp rpta ra p.erytura rwv KaKwv evrypry'I)-
Kevat, vf3ptv Kat cpBopav Kat TWV 

5 TEKVWV uuryxvatV' el oe Tl<; 7r€Lua<; p.otxd;uat, TOV 
p.ev avopa pa/3oot<; Xt"Aia<; 7rA'I)rytt<; "Aap./3avetv 
JKEA€VOV, ri]<; o€ ryvvatKO<; p'iva KOAo/3oDuBat, 
!nro"Aap./3avovre<; oe'iv ri]<; 7rpo<; auvryxwpryrov 
aKpau£av KaAAW'TrlSOf.LEV'I)'> acpatpeBi]va£ Tlt p.a-
Atura Koup.oDvra eu7rpE7retav. 

79. Tou<; oe 7T€pL TWV uvp./3oA.a£wv VOf.LOV<; 
B ' <:> .. ',., ' <:>\ ' oKxoptoo<; etvat '!'aut. 7Tpourarrovut oe rov<; 
f.LEV auuryrypacpa Oavetuap.evov<;, &v <f>at:TKWt:TtV 
ocpei"Aetv, bp.ouavra<; a1ro"AueuBat roD oave£ov, 
7rpwrov p.ev 07TW<; Jv p.eryaA.rp nBep.evot TOV<; opKOV<; 

2 OetutOatp.ovwut• ryap ovro<; i5rt rij> 
7TOAAaKt<; op.ouavrt 7T£t:TTLV a7r0-
/3aA€tV, tva ri]<; euxp'l)ur{a<; p.ry urep'I)Bj], 1rep£ 7TAei-

,.., ''t 1 \ ' ... , ' ' t:TTOV 7TU<; Tt<; Uc;€t TO f.L'IJ KaTUVTUV €7TL TOV OpKOV' 
e7TetB' V7TEAap.f3avev o vop.oB€rry<; i5"AYJV 7TLt:TrtV 
Jv rfi KaAoKaryaB£q, 7rporpe'o/euBat 1ravra<; 
t:T7Tovoa£ov<; etvat ro'i<; tva 7riurew<; 
avagtol Ota/3A.?JBwut· 7rpo<; &€ TOUTOl<; aDtKOV eKptvev 
elvat TOV<; xwpt<; i5pKoV 7Tlt:TTevBevra<; 7Tepl TWV 
aurwv uvp.f3oA.a£wv op.ouavra<; rvryxavetv 
7rLt:TT€W<;. TOV<; o€ p.era uvryrypa<f>iJ<> oaveiuavra<; 

1 Cobet : 
-------------------------------------------

1 Cp. chap. 65. 

BOOK I. 78. 4-79. 2 

Severe also were their laws touching women. For 
if a man had violated a free married woman, they 
stipulated that he be emaseulated, considering that 
such a person by a single unlawful act had been guilty 
of the three greatest crimes, assault, abduction, and 
confusion of offspring; but if a man committed 
adultery with the woman's consent, the laws ordered 
that the man should reeeive a thousand blows with 
the rod, and that the woman should have her nose cut 
off, on the ground that a woman who tricks herself 
out with an eye to forbidden licence should be 
deprived of that which contributes most to a woman's 
comeliness. 

79. Their laws governing contracts they attribute 
to Bocchoris.1 These prescribe that men who had 
borrowed money without signing a bond, if they 
denied the indebtedness, might take an oath to that 
effect and be cleared of the obligation. The purpose 
was, in the first place, that men might stand in awe 
of the gods by attributing great importance to oaths, 
for, since it is manifest that the man who has re-
peatedly taken such an oath will in the end lose the 
confidence which others had in him, everyone will 
consider it a matter of the utmost concern not to 
have recourse to the oath lest he forfeit his credit. 
In the second place, the lawgiver assumed that by 
basing confidence entirely upon a man's sense of 
honour he would incite all men to be virtuous in 
character, in order that they might not be talked 
about as being unworthy of confidence ; and, further-
more, he held it to be unjust that men who had been 
trusted with a loan without an oath should not be 
trusted when they gave their oath regarding the 
same transaction. And whoever lent money along 
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J"rlJ'Aue Dta ·Tou -roKov -ro Kecf>a'Aatov 7r'A€ov 7rote'iv 
Dm'Aauwv. 

3 T Wll S€ orp€tA0117"CrJII eK7T' pa'w 7"Wll Daveiwv 
E/C -ri}<; ova-ia<; JLOIIO!I 7"0 S€ UW}La /Ca-r' 
ovDEva -rpo7rOII etauev imapxew arywryt}LOV, 
JLEVO<; De'iv elvat -ra<; JLEII 7"Wll epryauaJLEIICrJII 

7rapl:t Kvpiov nvo<; ev Dwpea'i<; 'Aa(36v-rwv, -rl:t S€ 
UWJLa-ra -rwv 7ro'Aewv, 7va -rl:t<; JCa8TJKovua<; 'Aet-
-roupryia<; exwuw ai 7r0A€t<; Kat Ka-ra 7T'OA€JLOII Kat 
/Ca-r' &-ro7rOII ryl:tp 7"0 l UTpa-rtWT7Jll el<; 
-rov im€p 7ra-rp{Do<; 7r po'iovTa KLVDuvov, el 
-rvxot, 7rpo<; Dalletav imo -rou 7rtu-revuall7"0<; a7ra-
ryeu8at, Kat -ri}<; 'TWII lDtWTWII 7fA€011€,La<; eveKa 

4 ICWDVV€V€tll a7rav-rwv UWT7]piav. DOIC€L 
S€ Kat -rourov -ro11 VOJLOII o el<; -ra<; 'ABI}va<; 
JL€T€11€'YIC€LII, Bll WIIO}LaU€ uetaax8etall' a7T'OAVUa<; 
-roV<; 7ro'Ai-ra<; li'TT'a11-ra<; -rw11 E7rt -ro'ir; UWJLaut 7r€7r£-

5 aHVJLEIIWII Da11eiw11. JLEJLc/>OIITa£ S€ -rwe<; ovK 
a'Aorywr; -rot<; 7r'Ae(uTot<; 7"WII 7rapa -ro'i<; ''EAATJU£ 
IIOJLoBe-rwll, ofn11e<; o7r 'Aa JLEV Kat &poTpov Kat 
a'A'Aa 7"Wll allary/Cato-ra-rwv EKWAUUall €v€xupa 
'AaJLf3aveu8at 7rpo<; Da11eta11, -rov<; S€ -rov-rotr; XP7J-
uoJL€vov<; UVV€XWPTJUall arywry{}LOU<; eivat. 

80. 'T7ri}pxe S€ Kat 7rep£ TWII KA€7r-rwll IIOJLO<; 
7rap' Alryv7r-riot<; lStw-ra-ro<;. etd'Aeve ryap -rovr; 
f.LEII 2 (3ovA.oJLEIIOV<; exew -raVT'TJII epryau£a11 

1 'TO Bekker: 'TOV. 
2 ,...h Dindorf : ,...:r, D, omitted by all other MSS. 

1 The famous Seisachtheia ("shaking off of burdens") of 
Solon in 594 B.o. declared void existing pledges in land, 
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with a written bond was forbidden to do more than 
double the principal from the interest. 

In the case of debtors the lawgiver ruled that the 
repayment of loans could be exacted only from a 
man's estate, and under no condition did he allow 
the debtor's person to be subject to seizure, holding 
that whereas property should belong to those who had 
amassed it or had received it from some earlier holder 
by way of a gift, the bodies of citizens should belong 
to the state, to the end that the state might avail 
itself of the services which its citizens owed it, in 
times of both war and peace. For it would be absurd, 
he felt, that a soldier, at the moment perhaps when 
he was setting forth to fight for his fatherland, should 
be haled to prison by his creditor for an unpaid loan, 
and that the greed of private citizens should in this 
way endanger the safety of all. And it appears that 
Solon took this law also to Athens, calling it a " dis-
burdenment," 1 when he absolved all the citizens of 
the loans, secured by their persons, which they owed. 
But certain individuals find fault, and not without 
reason, with the majority of the Greek lawgivers, 
who forbade the taking of weapons and ploughs and 
other quite indispensable things as security for loans, 
but nevertheless allowed the men who would use 
these implements to be subject to imprisonment. 

80. The Egyptian law dealing with thieves was 
also a very peculiar one. For it bade any who chose 
to follow this occupation to enter their names with 

granted freedom to all men enslaved for debt, and probably 
cancelled all debts which involved any form of personal 
servitude, by these measures effecting the complete freedom 
of all debt slaves or debt serfs in Attica (cp. Adcock in 'l'he 
Cambridge Ancient History, 4. p. 37 f.). 
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, ',l.. e , , , , , , 
a7TO"fpa't'eu at 7rpor; TOV apXt't'wpa, "at TO "Aa'TT'ev 
o;wA.orywr; lwarf>epetv 7rapaxpijp.a 7rpor; e"e'ivov, 

' , "\ ' "\ ' , / Tour; oe a'TT'o"-euavTar; 7rapa7r"-7Jutwr; a'TT'oryparpetv 
avTip l(;aB' el(;aUTOV TWV a'TT'OAWAOTWV, 7rpoun-

Bel1Ta<; Toll Te To'TT'oll "al, TtJV "al 
2 " B' , ,, 1 ' t'\ I wpall l(;a 1/ll a7TWI\.€U€ll, TOVT(f' OE T(f> Tp07T(f> 

'TT'aVTWll hotp.wr; euptUI{;Of.LEliWll, eOet TOll a'TT'OAE-
\ I I ,., 'f:' f I ualiTa TO TETapToll p.epor; T1J<; astar; ooliTa "T1J-

uauBat Ttt eaVTOU f.LOlla. aOUllcLTOV ryap lfVTor; 
TOU 'TT'aVTa<; a7rOUTijuat Tijr; I(;AO'TT'ijr; evpe 'TT'OpOll 0 
vop.oBETrJ'i ot' ov 'TT'EiV TO a7TOAOf.L€VOV 
f.Lt"pwv otoop.ellwv A.vTpwv. 

3 I'ap.ouut o€ 7rap' Alryv'TT'Tiotr; oi p.€v iepe'ir; 
p.lav, TWll o' aAAWll ouar; €"aUTO<; 7rpoatpijTat• 

\ \ I ·I 1,./.. 'f: ) 1 "at Ta ryellliWf.LElla 'TT'aliTa Tpe't'ovutll es avary"r]'i 
ellel(;a Tijr; 7TOAVall8pw7r£ar;, ror; TaVTr]<; f.LE"{tUTa 
Ullfl.·f3aAAop.eli7J<; 7rpor; evOatp.olliall xwpar; T€ l(;at 
7T'OA€WV, v68ov o' ovDElla TWll "f€llllrJBEliTWV vop.l-
l;ovutv, ouo' eg f.Lr]Tpor; "{EllllrJBfr 

4 "a86Xov ryap Toll 'TT'aTepa p.ollov 
arnov eillat Tijr; "f€llf0'€W<;, TtJV o"f f.Lr]TEpa 
l(;at xwpall 7rap€xeuBat Tip f3p€rpet, "at TWV Dfll-
opwll appella p."Ell l(;aAOUO'l Ttt "ap7rorpopa, 
o€ Ta r/>fPOliTa TOUr; "ap7TOV<;, fllaVTiwr; To'ir; 

5 "EA.Xnat. Tperf>ovat o€ Ta 'TT'atUa p.eTa Ttllor; 
euxepe£ar; aOa'TT'aliOV l(;at 7TaliTEAwr; a'TT'£0'TOV' 

ryap avTo'ir; XOPrJ"fOUO'lV fl(; Ttvor; f.L€T0 

1 o..,.JJ!I.<u•v A B D, Vogel : IJ..,.dJMua.v Bekker, Dindorf, 
?r..,.tfJa.ll.• II. 
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the Chief of the Thieves and by agreement to bring 
to him immediately the stolen articles, while any who 
had been robbed filed with him in like manner a list 
of all the missing articles, stating the place, the day, 
and the hour of the loss. And since by this method 
all lost articles were readily found, the owner who 
had lost anything had only to pay one-fourth of its 
value in order to recover just what belonged to him. 
For as it was impossible to keep all mankind from 
stealing, the lawgiver devised a scheme whereby 
every article lost would be recovered upon payment 
of a small ransom. 

In accordance with the marriage-customs of the 
Egyptians the priests have but one wife, but any other 
man takes as many as he may determine; 1 and the 
Egyptians are required to raise all their children 
in order to increase the population,2 on the ground 
that large numbers are the greatest factor in increas-
ing the prosperity of both country and cities. Nor 
do they hold any child a bastard, even though he 
was born of a slave mother; for they have taken the 
general position that the father is the sole author 
of procreation and that the mother only supplies 
the fetus with nourishment and a place to live, and 
they call the trees which bear fruit " male " and those 
which do not" female," exactly opposite to the Greek 
usage. They feed their children in a sort of happy-
go-lucky fashion that in its inexpensiveness quite 
surpasses belief; for they serve them with stews 

1 According to Herodotus (2. 92) monogamy was the 
prevailing custom, but he was certainly in error so far as the 
wealthier classes were concerned. 

2 i.e. the exposure of children, which was still practised 
among some Greeks in Diodorus' day, was forbidden. 
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dJTEAEia<; fTOif-1-0V 1 rytVOf-1-EVa, TWV eK 
{3v{3A.ov 'TrV(}f-1-EVWV TOU<; OVVaf-1-EVOV<; el<; TO 7rup 
eryKpv{3eueat, TWV f:uswv TWV KavA.wv TWV 
t"'\ I \ \ ) I \ d 1 ,,.. \ t-' ) .., €J\.€tWV Ta fL€V Wf-1-a, Ta 0 €"1' OVT€<;, Ta 0 O'TrTWVT€<;, 

6 OtOoautv. "fVf-1-VWV TWV 7rA€i-
UTWV TpErpOf-1-EVWV otd. d1Kpauiav TWV T07rwv, 

7ruuav Oa7rlLV7JV oi ryovet<;, axpt El<; 
g:x.ev TO TEKVOV, ov 'TrAdw 'TrOtoUUt opaxf-1-WV et/CO(Tt. 
ot' ti<; alTia<; f-1-ClAtUTa Arryv7rTOV 
7roA.vavepw7riq, otarpepeiV, Kat otd. TovTo 
gX€tv f-1-E"ftlAWV gprywv KaTaCTK€Vtl<;, 

81. ITatoEvovut Tou<; viou<; oi t'EpE'i<; 
rypctf-1-f-1-aTa OtTTtl, Ttl T€ iEptt KaA.ovp.Eva Ttt 
KOtvOTepav exovTa f-1-tl(}'Y}Utv. "f€Wf-1-€Tp£av OE 

2 7rAEOV fK'TrOVOUUtV. o 
f-1-EV ryttp Ka'T' €vtav'Tov 7rOtKiA.w<; fi-E'Ta-
UX7Jf-1-a'Tiswv xwpav 7rOAAd<; 7raV'Toia<; 

7rOt€'i 'TWV 5pwv 'TOt<; ryEtTvtwut, 
I <:'' > < > (3 'I: -,. I /: \ 'TavTa<; o ov pffotov aKpt w<; ft;,€11.€"/r:,at f-1-1} ryEw-

f-1-E'Tpov fK Ef-1-7r€tpia<; p.€&ooev-
3 uaV'TO<;. o' apt(}f-1-'Y}'TtK?J 7rp0<; 'T€ Td<; Ka'Ttt 'TOV 

(3iov av'To'i<; XP7JUtf-1-€Vf£ 7rpo<; 'Ttt 
"f€WfL€'Tpta<; e€wp1JJ.I-a'Ta, 7rpo<; TOV'TOt<; OVK oA.irya 

(3 I"\."\ \ "" \ \ \ ' I uvp. a"'"'€'Tat /Cat 'TO£<; 'Ta 7r€pt 'T1JV au'TpoA.o'Ytav 
4 €1C7TOVofiutv. €7Ttj.L€AofJr; 2 rytip, Ei Ka£ 7rapd Ttutv 

1 !J.ET' ebT€i\Elas fTolp.ov Capps: EbTeAela.s E-rolp'qs. 
2 i>r•p.•l\ovs Dindorf: bnp.•l\ws. 

1 in fact, .kinds of Egyptian writing, (I) 
the hieroglyphiC, (2) the hieratic, and (3) the demotic, the last 
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made of any stuff that is ready to hand and cheap, 
and give them such stalks of the byblos plant as can 
be roasted in the coals, and the roots and stems of 
marsh plants, either raw or boiled or baked. And 
since most of the children are reared without shoes 
or clothing because of the mildness of the climate 
of the country, the entire expense incurred by the 
parents of a child until it comes to maturity is not 
more than twenty drachmas. These are the leading 
reasons why Egypt has such an extraordinarily 
large population, and it is because of this fact that 
she possesses a vast number of great monuments. 

81. In the education of their sons the priests 
teach them two kinds of writing, that which is called 
" sacred " and that which is used in the more general 
instruction.1 Geometry 2 and arithmetic are given 
special attention. For the river, by changing the 
face of the country each year in manifold ways, gives 
rise to many and varied disputes between neighbours 
over their boundary lines, and these disputes cannot 
be easily tested out with any exactness unless a 
geometer works out the truth scientifically by the 
application of his experience. And arithmetic is 
serviceable with reference to the business affairs 
connected with making a living and also in applying 
the principles of geometry, and likewise is of no 
small assistance to students of astrology as well. 
For the positions and arrangements of the stars as 

being that in general use in the time of Diodorus. In common 
with Herodotus (2. 36), Diodorus fails to distinguish between 
the first and second. 

2 Here " geometry '' is used in its original meaning, 
" measurement of the earth,'' and " geometer'' below means 
" surveyor." 
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tiA.A.otr;, Kat 7rap' Al'YV7r'Tlotr; 
'TV'YXavovutv at 'TWV llu'Tprov 'T€ Kat 

\ \ \ 1 \ t I ) ,1..1 'f: t ,., Kat 'Tar; p,ev 7r€pt eKau'Trov ava'Ypa'l'ar; eS" E'Trov 
a7rlu'TroV 'T/j> cfwA.a'T'TOVutV, €K 7raA.atwv 
xpovrov 7rap' av'Tot<; 'Tfjr; 7rep£ 'Taiha 
J7fOVSfjr;, 'Tar; 2 'TWV aur€prov 
Ka't 7r€ptoDovr; Ka't U'T'1]P£'Yfl-0V<;, en Se 'Tar; eKaurov 
Svvap,etr; 7rpor; 'Tar; 'Twv 'prov 'Yeveuetr;, 'Tivrov elulv 
a'YaOwv ., KaKWV a7r€p'YaunKal, rptAO'TtfJ-O'Ta'Ta 

5 Kat 7rOAAaret<; 'TOt<; av0pw-
7TOt<; 'TWV aV'TOt<; fl-EAAOV'T(J)V aTTavn]ueuOat Kara 
'Tov fJlov 7rpoA.€'Yov'Ter; €m'Tv'Yxavovuw, ovK 
'">. I "'\ ./..() \ > I o"-t'YaKt<; oe Kap7rroV 'I' opar; '1] rovvavnov 7rOAV-
Kap7rlar;, en Se vouovr; reotvar; avOpw7rOt<; ., 

€uop,eva<; 7rpou7Jp,alvovut, uetup,ovr; 'T€ 

reat KarareAVUfJ-OU<; Ka£ KOfJ-'I]TWV au'T€prov €m-
TOAa<; Ka't Trav'Ta Ta 'TOt<; 7TOAAOL<; aSvvarov exew 
SoKOVV'Ta €TT£'Yvroutv, €K TroA.A.ou xpovov 3 

6 1 I I m \ 7rapar7JpT)ueror; 'Y€'Y€VTJfJ-€V1]'>, TTPO'YtvrouKOVut. Taut 
Kat 'TOU<; €v BafJvA.wvt XaA.Salovr;, tL7TO£KOV<; 

A > I >I \ "'If: >I \ \ £'YV7r'Tt(J)7J OV'Ta<;, T'T]V DOS" a V €X€t7J 'T'YJV 7r€pt T7J<; 
au'TpoA.o'Y[a<; 7rapa 'TWV ieperov p,aOovmr; 'Twv 
Al'Yv1rrlrov. 

7 To s· 11A.A.o 7rA.fj0or; 'TWV Al'YV7TTlrov €K TralSrov 
p,avOavet 7rapa 'Twv Trareprov lj uV'Y'Yevwv 'Tilr; 
7rep£ [Kau'Tov fJlov €7rt'T1]Devuetr;, rea0&7rep 7rpoet-

'Ypap,p,a'Ta o' €7r' oA.t'YOV OtOauKOVUtV 4 
OVX fi7raVT€<;, a)..)..' oi 'Ta<; 'T€xvar; 
fJ-€VO£ p,aA.tu'Ta. 7raA.alu'Tpav oe rea£ 

1 p.<v omitted by F, Bekker, Dindorf. 
2 a< Vogel: 'TE. 
8 ,.o.\.\ov xp&vov Bekker, Vogel: ,.o.\vxpor·Cov F, Dindorf. 
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well as their motions have always been the subject 
of careful observation among the Egyptians, if any-
where in the world ; they have preserved to this day 
the records concerning each of these stars over an 
incredible number of years, this subject of study 
having been zealously preserved among them from 
ancient times, and they have also observed with the 
utmost avidity the motions and orbits and stoppings 
of the planets, as well as the influences of each one 
on the generation of all living things-the good or 
the evil effects, namely, of which they are the cause. 
And while they are often successful in predicting to 
men the events which are going to befall them in the 
course of their lives, not infrequently they foretell 
destructions of the crops or, on the other hand, 
abundant yields, and pestilences that are to attack 
men or beasts, and as a result of their long observa-
tions they have prior knowledge of earthquakes and 
floods, of the risings of the comets, and of all things 
which the ordinary man looks upon as beyond all 
finding out. And according to them the Chaldaeans 
of Babylon, being colonists from Egypt, enjoy the 
fame which they have for their astrology because they 
learned that science from the priests of Egypt. 

As to the general mass of the Egyptians, they are 
instructed from their childhood by their fathers or 
kinsmen in the practices proper to each manner of 
life as previously described by us ; 1 but as for reading 
and writing, the Egyptians at large give their 
children only a superficial instruction in them, and 
not all do this, but for the most part only those who 
are engaged in the crafts. In wrestling and music, 

1 Cp. chaps. 43, 70, 74. 

' lltac!ti'ICOJITII< Reiske, Bekker, Dindorf. 
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1 t.v after deleted by Hertlein. 
2 o1rl omitted by F, Bekker, Dindorf. 
3 {nro Diudorf : cbr&. 
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however, it is not customary among them to receive 
any instruction at all; 1 for they hold that from the 
daily exercises in wrestling their young men will gain, 
not health, but a vigour that is only temporary and 
in fact quite dangerous, while they consider music 
to be not only useless but even harmful, since it 
makes the spirits of the listeners effeminate. 

82. In order to prevent sicknesses they look after 
the health of their bodies by means of drenches, 
fastings, and emetics,2 sometimes every day and some-
times at intervals of three or four days. For they 
say that the larger part of the food taken into the 
body is superfluous and that it is from this superfluous 
part that diseases are engendered; consequently 
the treatment just mentioned, by removing the be-
ginnings of disease, would be most likely to produce 
health. On their military campaigns and their journeys 
in the country they all receive treatment without 
the payment of any private fee; for the physicians 
draw their support from public funds and administer 
their treatments in accordance with a written law 
which was composed in ancient times by many 
famous physicians. If they follow the rules of this 
law as they read them in the sacred book and yet 
are unable to save their patient, they are absolved 
from any charge and go unpunished; but if they go 
contrary to the law's prescriptions in any respect, 
they must submit to a trial with death as the penalty, 
the lawgiver holding that but few physicians would 
ever show themselves wiser than the mode of treat-
ment which had been closely followed for a long 

1 Diodorus is contrasting the Egyptian attitude toward 
these subjects with the emphasis laid upon them in Greek 
education. 

2 Cp. Herodotus 2. 77. 
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Taryp€v1}t:; irrr6 TWv lzplaT(J)V TEXVtTWv bAiryour;;; ltv 
ryev€u8at uvv€Tonepovr;. 

83. IIept o€ TWV a,ifJt€PWf-'EVWV 'q)wv KaT 
Arryv7rTov €LKoTwr; cpatve-rat 'TT'OAft.oZr; 1rapaoogov 

' ' \ }': ' "t: '/3 \ TO rytvO{-'€VOV Kat '>'TJT'T}U€W<; astOIJ, U€ OIJTat ryap 
€vta Twv 'q)wv Airyu1rnot Ka8' ov 
'wJJTa {-'Ovov, aft.ft.tt Kat TEAevnjuavTa, otov 
aiA.oupour; Kat Tour; lxveu{-'ovar; Kat Kuvar;, €n 
o' UpaKa<; Kat Td<; KaAOV{-'Eva<; 7rap' aVTOt<; 'l/3et<;, 
7rpo<; o€ TOUTOt<; TOU<; T€ AUKOV<; Kat TOV<; KpOKO-
od"Aovr; Kat [T€pa TOtaVTa 7T'Ae£w, 7r€pt ciJv Td<; 

ah[ar; a'TT'ootoovat 7retparro{-'€8a, j3pax€a 7rpoTepov 
ti'TT'fP aUTWV Oteft.BovTe<;. 

2 IIpwTOV {-'fV ryttp eKaUT'f' ryevet TWV tT€j3au f-1-0V 
TVryX,avoVTWV 'qJWV acptEpwTat X,Wpa cpepovua 
7rpouooov apKovuav €L<; f'TT'lf-'EAetav Kat 
avTwv· 7r0tOVvTat Of Kat Beot<; TtUtv evxttr; {m€p 
Twv 1ra£owv ot KaT' Atryv7rTov Twv f.K vouou 
uwBEVTWV' ryap Td<; Tp£xa<; Kat 7rpo<; 
ap'"fuptov xpvulov OtDOarrt TO vo-
f-1-LUf-1-a Tot<; f7rt{-'€AOfLEVOt<; Twv 7rpoetp'T}fLEvwv 

3 'q)wv. ot Of To'ir; f.Lfv Kpia KaTaTEf-1-vovTer; 
Kat 7rporrKa"AoufLevot f.Lerya"An TD cpwvfj 'TT'ETOfLevotr; 
avapp£7rTOVUt, f-1-EX,pt &v oegwvmt, TOt<; o' alft.ou-
pot<; Kat Tot<; lxveuf.Lout KaTa8pu7rTovT€'> Tour; 
apTOV<; €L<; ryaft.a Kat 7rapan8eautv 

TWV lx8uwv TWV f.K TOV N e£"Aov KaTaTEf-1-VOVT€<; 
WfLW<; UtTi,ovrrtv' wuaUTW<; o€ Kat TWV aft."Awv 
'qJWV fKaUT'f' ryev€t apfLO,OUUav X,Op'T]-

4 ryovut. Td<; o€ rytvOfLEva<; 7r€pl TavTa AEtTovpry[ar; 
ovx o!ov fKK"Aivovrrtv ToZr; lJx"Aotr; ry€veu8at 
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period and had been originally prescribed by the 
ablest practitioners. 

83. As regards the consecration of animals in 
Egypt, the practice naturally appears to many to be 
extraordinary and worthy of investigation. For the 
Egyptians venerate certain animals exceedingly, not 
only during their lifetime but even after their death, 
such as cats,l ichneumons and dogs, and, again, hawks 
and the birds which they call" ibis," as well as wolves 
and crocodiles and a number of other animals of that 
kind, and the reasons for such worship we shall 
undertake to set forth, after we have first spoken 
briefly about the animals themselves. 

In the first place, for each kind of animal that is 
accorded this worship there has been consecrated a 
portion of land which returns a revenue sufficient for 
their care and sustenance; moreover, the Egyptians 
make vows to certain gods on behalf of their children 
who have been delivered from an illness, in which 
case they shave off their hair and weigh it against 
silver or gold, and then give the money to the 
attendants of the animals mentioned. These cut up 
flesh for the hawks and calling them with a loud cry 
toss it up to them, as they swoop by, until they catch 
it, while for the cats and ichneumons they break 
up bread into milk and calling them with a clucking 
sound set it before them, or else they cut up fish 
caught in the Nile and feed the flesh to them raw; 
and in like manner each of the other kinds of animals 
is provided with the appropriate food. And as for the 
various services which these animals require, the 
Egyptians not only do not try to avoid them or feel 

1 The famous discussion of the cats of Egypt is in 
Herodotus, 2. 66-7. 
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KaTacpaVEt<; f1ratUXUVOVTat, TOVVavT£ov (j' ro<; 

7TEpt 1 Tct<; p,ey[uTa<; TWV (}Ewv rytvop,Evot Ttf.Lct<; 
UEfLVVVOVTat Kat fLETct U1]fLE£wv lUwv 7T€ptEpXOVTat 
rct<; 7TOA€l<; Kat rryv xwpav. 7roppw(}€V (j' l5vr€<; 
cf>avEpot T£vwv tcf>wv exovut lJ7TO 
TWV a7raVTWVTWV 2 7rpOUKVVOVVTat Kat TtfLWVTat. 

5 ''OTav (j' a7roeavv T£ TWV Eip'l]fLEVWV, UtVDOVl 
"\ I • ,, \ ' ' \ '(} KaTaKai\.V '1' aVT€<; Kat fL€T OtfLW"f'l]'> Ta UT'I] 'I] 

cf>epovutv El<> Tct'> Taptxeta<;' 
E7TftTa (}€pa7r€V(}evTWV avTWV K€Dp£a Kat TOt<; 
11' I ' !1'1 I (} \ ' "\ I ouvap,evot<; Evwotav 1rapexeu at Kat 7TO"-vxpovtov 
TOV uwp,aTO<; ea7TTOVUtV ev lepa'i<; 

6 o' iiv Tovrwv Tt TWV sr/ wv EKWV Dtacp(}E[py, 
eavanp 7r€pt7r£7TT€t, 7T Xhv ectv arA.ovpov ;, rhv 
lf]tv a7TOKTE£vv· ravra De Uv T€ fKWV eav T€ 

aXWV a7TOKTE£vy, 7TaVTW'> (}avaTrp 7r€pt7r£7TT€£, 
rwv lJxXwv uvvrpExovTwv Kai rov 1rpagavra 
DEtvorara Dtaneevrwv, Kat rovr' €v£ore 7rpar-

7 TOVTWV ltvev Kp£uEw<;. Dtlt o€ TOV e1rt TOVTOt<; 
cf>ofJov oi (}Eauap,evot rE(}V'IJKO'> n TovTwv Twv 
tcf>wva7TOUTaVT€<; p,aKpltv {JowutV 00VpofL€VO{ T€ Kat 
p,apTvpofLEVOl KaTetA.ijrpOat auTO 3 T€T€A€VT'I]KO<;. 

8 oihw o' ev Tat<; TWV lJxXwv tvxat<; EVTET1]K€V 
7rpo<; Tlt tii>a ravra O€tUtDatp,ov£a Kat TOl<; 
7ra0€utv ap,EraBeTw<; {KaUTO<; DtaK€tTat 7rpo<; rhv 
TOtlTWV TtftrJV, WUT€ Kat KaO' f>v xpovov II TOA€-

p,ato<; p,€v o fJaut'AEv<; imo 'Pwp,a£wv oiJ1rw 

1 ws ..-epl Dindorf : tfJ<T..-•p •ls. 
2 O:rrav-rWvTwv \Vesseling: Ct:rr&.v-rwv. 
3 t<aT<tll.'f,cpBal TO Vulgate ; Vogel deletes ... &. Reiske 

conjectured aiiTo and is followed by Bekker and Dindorf. 
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ashamed to be seen by the crowds as they perform 
them, but on the contrary, in the belief that they are 
engaged in the most serious rites of divine worship, 
they assume airs of importance, and wearing special 
insignia make the rounds of the cities and the 
countryside. And since it can be seen from afar 
in the service of what animals they are engaged, all 
who meet them fall down before them and render 
them honour. 

When one of these animals dies they wrap it in 
fine linen and then, wailing and beating their breasts, 
carry it off to be embalmed ; and after it has been 
treated with cedar oil and such spices as have the 
quality of imparting a pleasant odour and of pre-
serving the body for a long time,l they lay it away in 
a consecrated tomb. And whoever intentionally 
kills one of these animals is put to death, unless it be 
a cat or an ibis that he kills ; but if he kills one of 
these, whether intentionally or unintentionally, he is 
certainly put to death, for the common people gather 
in crowds and deal with the perpetrator most cruelly, 
sometimes doing this without waiting for a trial. 
And because of their fear of such a punishment any 
who have caught sight of one of these animals lying 
dead withdraw to a great distance and shout with 
lamentations and protestations that they found the 
animal already dead. So deeply implanted also in 
the hearts of the common people is their superstitious 
regard for these animals and so unalterable are the 
emotions cherished by every man regarding the 
honour due to them that once, at the time when 
Ptolemy their king had not as yet been given by the 

1 According to Herodotus (2. 87) this was a less expensive 
method of embalming. 
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7rpOCT'TJ"fOPEVTO rp{:>..or;, oi o' lJxXot 'IT'auav eluecpe-
pov-ro CT'IT'ovoiw €tcBepa7revov-rer; -rovr; 'IT'ape'IT'tO'T}-
p,ovv-rar; TWV a7TO -rfjr; 'I -raXlar; Kal. U7TEVOOVTE<; 
JJ-7JOeplav €rytcX1}p,a-ror; -rj 1roXep,ov oovvat 
Otli TOV cp6/3ov, a7TOICTe£vav-ro<; 'Prop,a£ov TlVO<; 
at:>..ovpov, tcal. -rov 7TX1}Bovr; CTVVOpap,ov-ro<; €7Tl. 

' I " 'I: Jl()' f ,1..(} I f \ OttctaV TOV 7Tpac;aVTO<;, OV Ot 'IT'Efl-'1' EVTE<; V7TO 
TOV /3aCTtXeror; apxov-re<; f7Tt 7Tapa£T'f}CTtV 

"()' f \ ) \ " fp I ,1.. I /:) )/ OV 0 lt'OtVO<; a1ro T'f}'> rop,7J<; 't'OfJO<; tCTXVCTEV 
'f: "\ I () " I \ >I () I 
Et;E"'EU at T'f}<; Ttp,ropta<; TOV av pro7TOV, tcat7TEp 

9 ) I ,.. I ' " ) ) '1: atcOVCTt(J)<; TOVTO 7T€7Tpaxo-ra. Kat TOVT OV/t' Ec; 
atcoij<; iu-ropovp,ev, aXX' au-ro£ Ka-rli 
ryeryEV'T}Jl-fV'T}V f7Tt07Jp,£av tca-r' AYryv7TTOV eopa-

' lt'OTE<;. 
84. 'A7riCTT(J)l) o€ cpatvop,evrov 7TOXXo'i<; TWV 

elp1Jp,evrov tcal. p,vBot<; 7rapa7rX'T}ulrov 1roXXw 
'1- f:' ,/.. I \ \ " f () f 7rapaooc;o-repa 't'aV'T}CTETat -ra p,eTa -ravra p1J 'f}CTo-

p,eva. Xtp,ijJ ryap 7TOTE 7Ttef;op,€vc.>v -rwv Ka-r' 
A£ryv7TTOV cpaCT£ 7TOXXov<; aXX/jXrov p,€v &,YauBat 
Otli TWV o' acpteprop,evrov t;cJrov TO 

I t I " t'l 4. 7rapa7Tav p,'T}o atnav CTXetv Jl-'TJOEl•a 7rpOCTEVTJ-
2 vexBat. aXXli p,/jv rye Kal. KaB' &v oltdav 

eupeBfi ICV(J)V TETEXEVTTJICW<;, gupwv-rat 7TUVT€<; oi 
Ka-r' o'ltcov lJv-re<; lJXov TO urop,a Kal. 7T0£0VVTat 
'IT'evBor;, tcal. To -rothov Bavp,aCTtw-repov, €d.v olvo<; 

u'i-ro<; T£ TWV 7Tpor; TOV (3tov avarytcalrov 
-rvryxav'[} Keip,evov €v -rot:<; oltc/jp,aCTtv ov -ro t;ijv 
• f: I' I " () ' • , I () ec;e"'t'IT'E T£ -rrov 'f}ptrov, ovtc av en XP'TJCTaCT at. 

3 7Tpor; ouo€v av-ro'i:r; U7TOP,E£vetav. K&v €v aXX'[} 
I I I I ' xropq. 7TOV CTTparevop,evo£ -rvxrout, Xv-rpovp,evot 

-rov<; alXovpov<; Kal. -rov<; Upatca<; Ka-raryovCTtv el<; 
A£ryv7T-rov· tcal. -rov-ro 7rpa-r-rovCTtv €v£o-re -rrov 
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Romans the appellation of " friend " 1 and the 
people were exercising all zeal in courting the 
favour of the embassy from Italy which was then 
visiting Egypt and, in their fear, were intent upon 
giving no cause for complaint or war, when one of 
the Romans killed a cat and the multitude rushed 
in a crowd to his house, neither the officials sent by 
the king to beg the man off nor the fear of Rome 
which all the people felt were enough to save the man 
from punishment, even though his act had been an 
accident. And this incident we relate, not from 
hearsay, but we saw it with our own eyes on t.he 
occasion of the visit we made to Egypt. 

84. But if what has been said seems to many 
incredible and like a fanciful tale, what is to follow 
will appear far more extraordinary. Once, they 
say, when the inhabitants of Egypt were being hard 
pressed by a famine, many in their need laid hands 
upon their fellows, yet not a single man was even 
accused of having partaken of the sacred animals. 
Furthermore, whenever a dog is found dead in any 
house, every inmate of it shaves his entire body and 
goes into mourning, and what is more astonishing 
than this, if any wine or grain or any other thing 
necessary to life happens to be stored in the building 
where one of these animals has expired, they would 
never think of using it thereafter for any purpose. 
And if they happen to be making a military expedition 
in another country, they ransom the captive cats 
and hawks and bring them back to Egypt, and this 
they do sometimes even when their supply of money 

1 On the date of this incident, cp. the Introduction, p. 
viii. 
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4 €cpo0£wv auTovr; tJ7TOAt7rOVTWV, T£t DE rytvop..eva 
1rept Tov • A1rw Tov €v Mf.p..cpet Kat Tov Mvevtv 
Tov €v 'HA.toV7rOAet Kat Tct 7rept TOV Tpcfryov TOV 
€v Mf.voryn, 7rpor; o€ TOlJTOt<; TOV KpOK00€tAOV 
KaTa Molptoor; A.[p..vryv Kat Tov A.f.ovTa Toz 
Tpecpop..evov €v TV Ka"Aovp..f.vv AEovTwv 1roA.et, Ka: 
rro"AA.a TOtavB' gTepa, Ot·l]ryl]uauBat p..€v evxeper; 
arraryrye[A.avTa o€ 7rLUT€V8ijvat 7rapa TOL<; fJ-1, 

5 Te8eap..€votr; OUuKoA.ov. TaVTa ryfip €v iepotr; 
7r€ptj30AOL<; Tpf.cpemt, 8epa7r€VOV<Tt o' avTa 7r0AAO! 
TWV agwJ..orywv avopwv Tpocplir; OtOOVT€<; Td! 
7rOAVT€A€<TTaTU<;' uep..[oaA.tv ryap 
g'frovTer; €v ryaA.aKTt Ka£ 7rEp..p..aTa rravTooarrd 

r"'\ ,-/... ""' \ I I \ \ tl,,,. fJ-E"-LTt 'l'vpwvTer;, Kat Kpea X1JVeta Ta p..ev e't' 
Tct o' O'TTTWVT€<; aveKl\.EL'TrTW<; xopryryovut, TOt<; s 
wp..ocparyotr; 'lrOAAct TW/1 opvf.wv BrypEvOVT€<; 7rapa· 
f3aA.A.ovut, 1cat To Ka8oA.ov p..erya'Aryv elurf>epoVTa 

6 <T'lrOVDfJV Elr; 7rOAVTEAetav Tijr; Tpo.f>ijr;. A.ov 
Tpo'ir; Te xA.wpo'i<; XPWtJ-evot tJ-vpw; Tot· 
KpaTL<TTOL<; aA.e{cpoVTE<; Kat 7raVTOOar.dr; evw0£a• 
8vp..cwvTer; ov otaA.e[rrovut, <TTPWtJ-Var; TE Tct• 
7rOAVT€A€<TTCLTar; Kat KO<T fJ-OV €V7rpe7rij xopry 

,.. \ ""' ""' tl I "fOV<TL, Kat TWV CJ'VVOV<TLWV O'TTW<; TV"fXaVTJ KaTI 
cpvutv cppovTLOa 7rOtOVVTat fJ-E"fL<TT1)V, 
o€ TOVTOt<; op..ocpvA.ovr; 8ryA.e[ar; eKa<TT(JJ TWV twwv 
Tar; evetoeuTamr; uvvTpecpovuw, tir; 
7rpouayopevovut Kat BeparrEvovut Ta'ir; fJ-E"fL<TTatr; 

7 Oa7ravatr; Ka£ A€tToupy£atr;. €av o€ TEAEVTI]uv 
T£,1 7r€V8ovut fJ-fV Yua TOt<; arya'lr'TJTWV TEKVWV 
UTepop..f.votr;, BarrTOV<Tt o€ ov KaTa eaUTWV 

' , "'"' ' "' ' ' , 1:' ' ovvap..tv, a"'"-a rro"-v T'TJV ac;1av T1J<; eavTWV 
1 .,., Dindorf: 'I' IS. 

288 

tor the journey is running short. As for the ceremonies 
connected with the Apis of Memphis, the Mnevis of 
Heliopolis 1 and the goat of Mendes, as well as with 
the crocodile of the Lake of Moeris, the lion kept in 
the City of Lions (Leontopolis), as it is called, and 
many other ceremonies like them, they could easily 
be described, but the writer would scarcely be believed 
by any who had not actually witnessed them. For 
these animals are kept in sacred enclosures and are 
cared for by many men of distinction who offer them 
the most expensive fare; for they provide, with 
unfailing regularity, the finest wheaten flour or 
wheat-groats seethed in milk, every kind of sweet-
meat made with honey, and the meat of ducks, 
either boiled or baked, while for the carnivorous 
animals birds are caught and thrown to them in 
abundance, and, in general, great care is given that 
they have an expensive fare. They are continually 
bathing the animals in warm water, anointing them 
with the most precious ointments, and burning before 
them every kind of fragrant incense ; they furnish 
them with the most expensive coverlets and with 
splendid jewellery, and exercise the greatest care 
that they shall enjoy sexual intercourse according 
to the demands of nature; furthermore, with every 
animal they keep the most beautiful females of the 
same genus, which they call his concubines and attend 
to at the cost of heavy expense and assiduous service. 
When any animal dies they mourn for it as deeply as 
do those who have lost a beloved child, and bury it 
in a manner not in keeping with their ability but 

1 The bulls A pis and l\Inevis are described in the following 
chapter. 
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, ' ' Q ,.,_ "' ' ' ' 'A"' t: , 8 0V(J"£a<; V7T€pt-Ja"'"'OVT€<;. ftETa ryap T'I}V "'EsaV-
Opav TEA.t:vn}v, I1 TaA.et-taiov Tau A a 'You r.apet-
A.1Jcf>/no<; apn TTJV Atryv7TTOV, ifTvxev EV Met-tcf>et 

0 .. A7Tt<; ryr]pq.· 0 o€ TTJV E7Ttftt'Aetav 
ifxwv auTOV T'IJV T€ 1,TOtftaUftEVYJV xap1]ry£av, 
OtllTaV 7TaVV El<; TacprJV a7Taa-av EOa-
7TaV1JG"€ Kat 7Tapii TOV rr TaA.et-taiov 
apryvp£ou TaA.avTa 7rpoa-t:Oavt:£a-aTO, !Cat Ka()' 
1,t-tiis 0€ Ttve<; Twv Ta t;c[>a Taum Tpecf>ovTwv el<; 
Ta<; Tacf>a<; avTWV OVI(' eA.aTTOV TWV E/CaTOV Ta-
A.aVTWV 

85. ITpoa-BeTEOV o€ TOl<; elp'l]ftEVOl<; Tii A.et7TO-
ft€Va Twv rytvot-t€vwv 1rep£ Tov iepov Taupov Tov 
OVOftasoftEVOV A7TtV. chav ryap Tacf>fl 
t-teryaA.a7rpe7Tw<;, S1JTova-w oi r.epl TauT' lfvTe<; 
f ... ' " ' ' ,. ' l€fEl<; ftOG"XOV EXOVTa !CaTa TO G"Wfta 7TapaU1]fta 

2 Ta Tcp 7TpOV7Tap,aVTl' chav o' 
evpeBfl, Tii ftEV TOV 7TevBov<; lt7TOA.VeTat, 
TWV o' iepewv oi<; EG"TtV E7Tlft€A.E<; aryova-t TOV 
t-toa-xov To t-t€v 7rpwTov NeiA.ov 1roA.w, €v 
V Tpecf>ova-w a1nov €cf>' r,ft€pa<; T€TTapa!COVTa, 
f7TftT' el<; BaA.at-t1J'YOV vavv oYK'I}fta /Cexpva-WftEVOV 
exova-av €t-tf3t{3aa-aVT€<; W<; Beov avaryova-w el<; 

3 Met-tcf>tv el<; TO TOV 'Hcf>aia-TOV TEftEVO<;. EV o€ 
Tat<; 7rpoetp1JftEVat<; TETTapaKovB' t-tovov 
r ""' ' \ f ""' \ f r 1 opwa-tv aUTOV at ryuvatK€<; KaTa 7TpOUW7TOV lG"Ta-
ft€Vat Kat 0€tKVVOVG"W avaa-vpat-tevat Ta EUVTWV 
ryeVV1]Ttf('ii ftOpta, TOV o' aA.A.ov xpovov a7TaVTa 
1('€/('WA.VftEVOV EG"TlV el<; lftw avTa<; epxea-Bat 

4 TOVTC[> Tcp Bt:cp. Tij<; o€ TOV (3oo<; 'TOVTOV Ttftfj<; 
alT£av EVlO£ cpepova-t A.eryOI!T€<; (}Tt 
'Oa-iptO(l<; el<; TOVTOV r, tvxn ft€TEG"T'YJ, Kal. Oia 
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going far beyond the value of their estates. For 
instance, after the death of Alexander and just 
subsequently to the taking over of Egypt by Ptolemy 
the son of Lagus, it happened that the Apis in 
Memphis died of old age; and the man who was 
charged with the care of him spent on his burial not 
only the whole of the very large sum which had 
been provided for the animal's maintenance, but also 
borrowed in addition fifty talents 1 of silver from 
Ptolemy. And even in our own day some of the 
keepers of these animals have spent on their burial 
not less than one hundred talents. 

85. There should be added to what has been said 
what still remains to be told concerning the ceremonies 
connected with the sacred bull called Apis. After 
he has died and has received a magnificent burial, 
the priests who are charged with this duty seek 
out a young bull which has on its body markings 
similar to those of its predecessor ; and when it has 
been found the people cease their mourning and the 
priests who have the care of it first take the young 
bull to Nilopolis, where it is kept forty days, and then, 
putting it on a state barge fitted out with a gilded 
cabin, conduct it as a god to the sanctuary of 
Hephaestus at Memphis. During these forty days 
only women may look at it; these stand facing it and 
pulling up their garments show their genitals, but 
henceforth they are forever prevented from coming 
into the presence of this god. Some explain the origin 
of the honour accorded this bull in this way, saying 
that at the death of Osil·is his soul passed into this 

1 The intrinsic value of a talent was about one thousand 
dollars or two hundred and fifty pounds sterling. 
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1 The A Bull was considered the "living soul of Osiris" 
and, accordmg to Plutarch (On Isis and Osiris, 43), was 
begotten, not by a bull, but by a " generative ray of light 
which streamed from the moon anu rested upon a cow 
she was in heat." Apis was a. black bull with a white blaze 

2Q2 

BOOK I. 85. 4-86. 3 

animal, and therefore up to this day has always passed 
into its successors at the times of the manifestation 
of Osiris; 1 but some say that when Osiris died at 
the hands of Typhon Isis collected the members of 
his body and put them in an ox (bous), made of wood 
covered over with fine linen, and because of this 
the city was called Bousiris. Many other stories 
are told about the Apis, but we feel that it would 
be a long task to recount all the details regarding 
them. 

86. Since all the practices of the Egyptians in 
their worship of animals are astonishing and beyond 
belief, they occasion much difficulty for those who 
would seek out their origins and causes. Now their 
priests have on this subject a teaching which may not 
be divulged, as we have already stated in connection 
with their accounts of the gods,2 but the majority of 
the Egyptians give the following three causes, the 
first of which belongs entirely to the realm of fable 
and is in keeping with the simplicity of primitive 
times. They say, namely, that the gods who came 
into existence in the beginning, being few in number 
and overpowered by the multitude and the lawless-
ness of earth-born men,3 took on the forms of certain 
animals, and in this way saved themselves from the 
savagery and violence of mankind; but afterwards, 
when they had established their power over all things 
in the universe, out of gratitude to the animals which 
had been responsible for their salvation at the outset, 

upon his forehead; the appearance of a new Apis Bull was 
regarded as a new manifestation of Osiris upon earth (cp. 
E. A. W. Budge, Osiris and the Egyptian Resurrection, I. pp. 
60, 397 ff. ). 

2 In chap. 21. a i.e. the Giants. 
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they made sacred those kinds whose form they 
had assumed, and instructed mankind to maintain 
them in a costly fashion while living and to bury 
them at death. 

The second cause which they give is this-that the 
early Egyptians, after having been defeated by their 
neighbours in many battles because of the lack of 
order in their army, conceived the idea of carrying 
standards before the several divisions. Consequently, 
they say, the commanders fashioned figures of the 
animals which they now worship and carried them 
fixed on lances, and by this device every man knew 
where his place was in the array. And since the good 
order resulting therefrom greatly contributed to 
victory, they thought that the animals had been 
responsible for their deliverance ; and so the people, 
wishing to show their gratitude to them, established 
the custom of not killing any one of the animals 
whose likeness had been fashioned at that time, but 
of rendering to them, as objects of worship, the care 
and honour which we have previously described. 

87. The third cause which they adduce in connec-
tion with the dispute in question is the service which 
each one of these animals renders for the benefit 
of community life and of mankind. The cow, for 
example, bears workers 1 and ploughs the lighter soil; 
the sheep lamb twice in the year and provide by their 
wool both protection for the body and its decorous 
covering, while by their milk and cheese they furnish 
food that is both appetizing and abundant. Again, 
the dog is useful both for the hunt and for man's 
protection, and this is why they represent the god 
whom they call Anubis with a dog's head, showing 

1 i.e. oxen. 
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3 Twv 7rep't TOV "Outptv Kat i!vwt 8€ 
cpaut n}; ''Iut8os- 7rpOrt"fOVJ.LEVour; Tour; Kvvar; KaO' 

Katpov TOV "Outptv, TU T€ 07]pia Kat 
TOUr; a?TaVTWVTaS' a?Tdpryetv, i!n 8' €VVOLKW<; 
8taK€LJ.LEVOV<; wpUOJ.LEVOU<;' 8to Kat TOt<; 
'Iuetot<; 7Tp07TOpeveuOat rovr; KVVar; KaTlt TYJV 

Twv KaTa8et,avnvv TOVTO To VOJ.Llf.LOV 
4 urJJ.LatvOVTwv n]v ?Ta'Aatltv TOV X(tptv. Kat 

\ \ '"' I \ > () 1 Tov J.L€V atAovpov 7rpos- T€ Tar; au7rtoar; avautj.La 
8aKvovuac; eVOeTov iJ?Tapxetv Kat Ta'A'Aa 8aKeTa 
Twv €p?TeTwv, Tov 8' lxvevJ.Lova TWV KpoKo8et'Awv 
7rapaT1JpovvTa Touc; ryovour; rli KaTa'A1)cp0€vTa Twv 
pwv uuvTpi(3ew, Kat TauT' E?TtJ.Le'Awr:; Kat cptA.o-

5 Tij.LWS' EvEpryeZv J.L7]0EV wcp€AOVJ.L€VOV. TOVTO 8' el 
uuv€(3awe ryiveuOat, 8eli TO TWV "f€V-

VWJ.LEVWV 07]plwv a/3aTOV "f€Veu0at TOV 7TOTaJ.LOV. 
lt7TO'A'Auu0at 8€ Kat TOV<; Kp0K08€£Aovr:; avTous-
lJTTO Tov ?Tpo€tp1JJ.LEVov ?Tapa8o,wr; Kat 
?Tavu'Awr; a?TtUTOUJ.LEVrJ J.L€0o8rp· TOV<; rylip lxv€v-
J.LOVas- KUAlOJ.LEVOUr:; EV 7T7]Arp xauKOVTWV avTWIJ 
Ka()' XPOVOV E7Tl Try<; xepuou Kaeev8wutv 
£iU7r7JDaV 8tli rov uTOJ.LaTo<; €Zs- J.LEUOV To UWJ.La' 
f7T€lTa UUVTOJ.LW<; KOlALav 8tacparyovTas- avTOVS' 
J.LEV aKtv8vvw; TOU<; 8€ TOlJTO 7ra0ovms-

6 IJ€Kpovs- 7TOt€liJ 7rapaxpi]J.La. TWIJ 8' opvf.wv T1JV 
J.LEv i/3w XPTJUiJ.L7JV v?Tapxew ?Tpor; T€ Tour; lJcp€tr; 
Kat TtlS' aKpi8as- Kat Tlt<; KUJ.L7raS', TOIJ 8' UpaKa 
?Tpos- Tovs- uKop7rlovr; Kat KepauTas- Kat Tlt f.LtKplt 
Twv oaKeTwv ()7Jplwv Ttt J.LaAtu-ra Tovs- lwOpw-

7 'TTOVS' avatpOVIJTa. i!vtot o€ A.€ryouut TtJ.Laueat TO 
Tovro 8tli To roV.. J.LavTEtS' olwvo'is- To'is-
XPWJ.LEVovr; 7rpo'Aeryetv Tlt J.LEA'Aovra ro'is 
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in this way that he was the bodyguard of Osiris 
and Isis. There are some, however, who explain 
that dogs guided Isis during her search for Osiris and 
protected her from wild beasts and wayfarers, and 
that they helped her in her search, because of the 
affection they bore for her, by baying; and this is the 
reason why at the Festival of Isis the procession is 
led by dogs, those who introduced the rite showing 
forth in this way the kindly service rendered by this 
animal of old. The cat is likewise useful against 
asps with their deadly bite and the other reptiles that 
sting, while the ichneumon keeps a look-out for the 
newly-laid seed of the crocodile and crushes the eggs 
left by the female, doing this carefully and zealously 
even though it receives no benefit from the act. 
Were this not done, the river would have become 
impassable because of the multitude of beasts that 
would be born. And the crocodiles themselves are 
also killed by this animal in an astonishing and quite 
incredible manner; for the ichneumons roll them-
selves over and over in the mud, and when the 
crocodiles go to sleep on the land with their mouths 
open they jump down their mouths into the centre 
of their body; then, rapidly gnawing through the 
bowels, they get out unscathed themselves and at 
the same time kill their victims instantly.1 And of 
the sacred birds the ibis is useful as a protector against 
the snakes, the locusts, and the caterpillars, and 
the hawk against the scorpions, horned serpents, and 
the small animals of noxious bite which cause the 
greatest destruction of men. But some maintain 
that the hawk is honoured because it is used as a 
bird of omen by the soothsayers in predicting to the 

1 Strabo ( 17. l. 39) gives much the sa. me account. 
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8 A t I \ <;,1 ,/.. t t I 
tryV7rT£Ot<;. TtVI!'> oe .,-autv ev Tot<; apxatots 

xpovot<; Upa!€a {3tfJXiov EV€"fl€1!tV el<; TOt> 
f ,.. ,.#.. ,.. t I "' 1 Jf 

tepeuu£ .,-O£Vtl€q> paf.Lf.LaTt 7rl!ptet"''Y}fLI!VOV, exov 
ryerypaf.Lf.Leva<; nt<; Tilw fJewv fJepa7reia<; Te 

I <;, \ 1 \ \ ' ..f.. Ttf.La<;• oto !€at TOU'> teporypap.,f.LaTet<; .,-opetv 
cpotvtl€ouv paf.Lf.La 7rTepov i€pa!€o<; Tij'> 

9 teecpaXij,. TOV o' aeTOV (8)11f3atot Ttf.LWU£ Ota TO 
{3aut:Atl€ov eivat ool€etv TOuTo To swov teat Tou 

I I.JI.£0<; ar;tOV. 
88. Tov o€ Tparyov a7refJ€wuav, teafJa7rep 

7rapa Tot<; "E:A:A7Jut TeTtf.LflufJat X€ryouut Tov 
Ilpia'TI"OV, ott1 TO ryeVV7JTLI€0V fLOptov· TO f.LEV 

\ • ,/.. I \ \ ryap .,rpov etvat TOuTo teaTw.,-epeuTaTov 7rpo> Ta<; 
uuvouu[a,, TO o€ fLOptov TOU U'Wf.LaTO'> TO Tij<; 
ryev€uew<; alnov Ttf.LaufJat 7rpou7JteovTw<;, w<; &v 
!mapxov apx€ryovov Tfl'> TWV t,Pwv cpvuew,. 

2 teafJ6Xou o€ TO alootov OVte Alryv7rTiou<; f.LOVOV, 
aXXa TWV ltXXwv OVte oXiryou<; teafJtepwteEVat 
l€aTa Ttt'> T€A€Ta<;, W'> ahwv Tij'> TWV twwv 

' ' f ... ' Q' ' \ ryeveuew<;· Tou<; T€ cepet<; Tou<; 7rapaA.at-JOVTa'> Ta> 
7raTpt!€dS iepwuvva" /€aT' Afryv7rTov TOVTq> 

3 fJefjJ 7rpWTOV fLV€tuBat. /€at TOV<; rrava<; o€ /€a£ 
TOU<; '!.aTvpou<; eveKa Tij<; avTfl<; alTia<; 
Ttf.LauBat 7rap' avfJpw7rOl>" 0£0 Kat Ttt<; elKoVa'> 
avTWV avanfJ€vat TOV'> 7rA€LU'T0V'> ev TOt<; [epot<; 

' I \ ,.. ,.. / ,/.. I €VT€Taf.L€Va'> !€at T'[J Tou Tparyou .,-uuet 7rapa-
" I \ \ Y" " t' <;,' (} \ 7r"'7Juta'>" TO ryap .,rpov TOVTO 1rapaoeoou at 7rpo'> 

Tct<; uuvouula, V7rapxetv evepryEuTaTov· EKdvot<; 2 

ovv ota TaVT7J<; Tij<; Ef.Lcpauew<; xaptv a'TrOOLOOVat 
1rept Tfl<; 7rOAVT€Kvlar; Tij<; €avTwv. 

1 li1o Vogel: li,&,..ep Vulga.te, Bekker, Diudorf. 
1 Bekker, Vogel: Vulgate, Dindorf. 
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Egyptians events which are to come. Others, 
however, say that in primitive times a hawk brought 
to the priests in Thebes a book wrapped about with 
a purple band, which contained written directions 
concerning the worship of the gods and the honours 
due to them; and it is for this reason, they add, 
that the sacred scribes wear on their heads a purple 
band and the wing of a hawk. The eagle also is 
honoured by the Thebans because it is believed to 
be a royal animal and worthy" of Zeus. 

88. They have deified the goat, just as the Greeks 
are said to have honoured Priapus,! because of the 
generative member; for this animal has a very great 
propensity for copulation, and it is fitting that 
honour be shown to that member of the body which 
is the cause of generation, being, as it were, the primal 
author of all animal life. And, in general, not only 
the Egyptians but not a few other peoples as well 
have in the rites they observe treated the male 
member as sacred, on the ground that it is the cause 
of the generation of all creatures ; and the priests 
in Egypt who have inherited their priestly offices 
from their fathers are initiated first into the mysteries 
of this god. And both the Pans and the Satyrs, 
they say, are worshipped by men for the same reason; 
and this is why most peoples set up in their sacred 
places statues of them showing the phallus erect 
and resembling a goat's in nature, since according 
to tradition this animal is most efficient in copulation; 
consequently, by representing these creatures in such 
fashion, the dedicants are returning thanks to them 
for their own numerous offspring. 

1 Priapus is discussed in Book 4. 6. 
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4 T ' C' I ' ' , I I e tepovr;, Ali"fW oe Tov Te 
'A ' ' M 8 'TT'tV Kat TOV VEVtV, Ttp.au at 7rapa7TA1JU{ror; 

TOt<; ap.a p.ev Ota 

n)v xpetav, a#a oe Ota TO TWV 
f , \ ' \ 

evpovTwv TOV<; T'TJV TOUTwv 
' I t- I 1 

epryautat<; 7rapaooutf.1-0V ryeryovevat J.I-ETa-
' ' d \ a'TT'aVTa TOV atwva. oe 

{:)our; Ouew ota To ooKetv 

TotovTov T/jJ XPWJ.I-an ryeryov€vat Tvcpwva Tov 
I /:) \ I \ '0 I I' I €7T'ttJOVI\-€VUaVTa f.l-€11 utptot, TVXOVTa oe Tt}l-(1)-

51 '' I pta<; V7TO ota TOV cpovov. Kal 
I 8 I \ I 

Twv av pw7rwv oe T/jJ Tvcpwvt. 
' A. ' t' ' ,.. t:J ' To 1ra aeov v1ro Twv tJautA.ewv cpau£ 8ueu8at 

T/jJ Tacf>rp T/jJ 1 'Ou£ptoor;· Twv f.I-Ev ovv 
A t I t"\.1 \ f f 

tryv1rnwv euptuKeu8at 7rvppour;, 
I'\ t: I \ "'\ I I' \ \ 

Twv oe 10 evwv oto Kat 

7rapa "E.\.\'I]utv . , . t:) I , 
EVtUXVUat TOV }1-V OV, OV TOV OVOp.af;o-

}1-EVOV Bovu£pt0o<;, a.\.\a TOV Tacf>ov 
I , \ I 

TaVT'TJV exovTo<; T1JV 7rpou1Jryoptav KaTa Twv 
eryxwplwv OtUA€KTOV. 

6 T , o' .\I e I our; e VKour; at A.eryovue oea 
\ \ I ""' ,k I f f 

'TT'fO<; TOV<;
1 

OJJ.O:OT'YJTU' {:)paxv 
ryap Ota.\aTTOVTa<; cpvueut f7Tt-

l;woryovetv a.\.\1jA.wv. cp€povut o' 
A J I \ 11"'\"'\ ' I 

tryvTTnot Kat a"-"-'TJV atnav Tov l;wov 
I e I \ \ I I. 

TOVTOV }1-V tKWTepav• TO ryap 'TT'a.\atav cpaut 
"I 0 ' '' ra I Ut jJ.ETa TOV Hpov 

1 .,.q; Vogel : Tov B, Bekker, Dindorf. 
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The sacred bulls-! refer to the Apis and the 
Mnevis-are honoured like the gods, as Osiris com-
manded, both because of their use in farming and 
also because the fame of those who discovered the 
fruits of the earth is handed down by the labours of 
these animals to succeeding generations for all time. 
Red oxen, however, may be sacrificed, because it 
is thought that this was the colour of Typhon, who 
plotted against Osiris and was then punished by Isis 
for the death of her husband. Men also, if they 
were of the same colour as Typhon, were sacrificed, 
they say, in ancient times by the kings at the tomb 
of Osiris ; however, only a few Egyptians are now 
found red in colour, but the majority of such are 
non-Egyptians, and this is why the story spread 
among the Greeks of the slaying of foreigners by 
Bush·is, although Busiris was not the name of the 
king but of the tomb of Osiris, which is called that 
in the language of the land.1 

The wolves are honoured, they say, because their 
nature is so much like that of dogs, for the natures 
of these two animals are little different from each 
other and hence offspring is produced by their inter-
breeding. But the Egyptians offer another explana-
tion for the honour accorded this animal, although 
it pertains more to the realm of myth ; for they 
say that in early times when Isis, aided by her son 

1 Herodotns (2. 45) denies the existence of human sacrifices 
and there was probably none in his day. But the sacrifice of 
captives is attested by the monuments of the Eighteenth and 
Nineteenth Dynasties, and J. G. Frazer (The Golden Bough, 2. 
pp. 254 ff.) f.nds in this account of Diodorus and a similar story 
given by Plntarch (On Isis and Osiris, 73), on the authority of 
Manetho, evidence for the annual sacrifice of a red-haired man 
to prevent the failure of the crops. 

301 



DIODORUS OF SICILY 

1rpor; Tv<fJwva 'TT'aparyeveuBat {3011-
()' 'I: \ vo I \ ov ec; Tov utptv Tf(J TEKVf(J tca£ Tfj 
"\ I \ ".1, < () 1 > () / 1\.V/Cf{J 'T1JV 0 'r tv OJLOt(J) €VTa• avatp€ EV'TO<; OVV 
Toii Tv<fJwvor; TOV<; tcpan}uavmr; tcaTaoei:Eat n-

\ "•'• ' ,./, I ' p,av 'TO 'of(JOV OU T1J<; 0 'r €ro<; €7rt't'aVELU1J<; 'TO Vttcav 
7 e'TT'1JtcoXovB1Juev. ;vtot Se Xeryovut, Twv AlBdmrov 

TP I ' ' \ A" '() () I u aTevuavTrov E7rt T1JV L"fV'TT'TOV, a potu etuar; 
7rap,'TT'X1J()e'ir; ci'YeXar; Xvtcrov etcotwEat Tour; e'TT'eX-
Bov-rar; etc ')(_rlJpar; {mep 'TT'oXtv 

' 'E""' I \ \ I p,EV'I]V 1\.E't'aVTLV'T]V' otO tca£ 'TOV T€ VOfJ-OV 
etce'ivov Avtc07rOM'T1JV tcat 'Ttt 
' ' ... ... ... " Ta 7rp0Etp'I]JL€Va 'TVXEtV 'T1J<; 'TtJL1J<;. 
89. Ae£7rE'Tat o' El7re'iv Tij<; 'TWV tcpo-

1"'\. , {) 1 r ' 'i' " ,., ICOO€LI\.(J)V a7r0 E(J)UEro<;, V'TT'Ep 1J<; Ot 7rXEtUTOt 
Ota7ropoiiut 7rro<; TWV B'l]p£rov TOVTrov uaptco</Ja-

' ''()' '()'() ryovvTrov TOV<; av pro1rovr; evop.o ET1J 1J np,av tua 
2 () \ \ I 'I' ()' \ 

EO£<; 'TOV<; Ta O€lVO'TaTa OUi'Tt EV'Ta<;. </JaUtV OVV 
xwpar; TtJV oxvpoT'I'}Ta 'TT'apexeuBat p,ovov 

\ I >-,.-,. \ \ \ 
'TOV 7rOTap,ov, a"'"'a tcaL 7roXv p,aXXov TOV<; ev 
avTfjl tcpotcooe£)\.ovr;· Oto tcat 'TOV<; XyuTtt<; 'TOV<; 'TE 1 

a'TT'o 'Apa{3£ar; tcal. ToXp.av 
Tov Ne'iXov, </Jo/3oup.evovr; To 

...,,,, I() 
'T(J)V 'T}ptrov• 'TOV'TO 0. OVIC av 'TrO'TE "fEVEU at 7rOXE-

I \ '1' \ 1 
p,ovp,evrov Trov 'of{JroV tcat ota Trov ua'Y1JV€VOVTrov 

3 >I 0 > ()I " \ >I I ap 1JV avatpE EVTrov. eun oe tcat aXXor; Xoryor; 
f I \ """ () I I lUTOpOUJL€VO<; 'TT'Ept 'T(J)V 1Jptrov 'TOV'T(J)V, </Jaut 

I """ ) f \ Q I \ 
ryap nver; Trov apxatrov nva t-JautXerov, Tov 7rpou-
aryopevop,evov M1wav, Otrotcop,evov v'TT'o Trov lUrov 
tcvvwv tcaTa</Jvrye'iv elr; Moiptoor; tcaXoup.iv'T}v 
X' " ()' • ' 1... ... I 1: ' LJLV'IJV, €7T'E£ V'TrO tcpOtcOOE£1\.0U 'TT'apaooc;ro<; ava-

1 ;• deleted by Wesseling and all subsequent editors; 
retamed by Vogel. 
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Horus, was about to commence her struggle with 
Typhon, Osiris came from Hades to help his son and 
his wife, having taken on the guise of a wolf; and 
so, upon the death of Typhon, his conquerors com-
manded men to honour the animal upon whose 
appearance victory followed. But some say that 
once, when the Ethiopians had marched against 
Egypt, a great number of bands of wolves (l!Jkoz) 
gathered together and drove the invaders out of the 
country, pursuing them beyond the city named 
Elephantine ; and therefore that nome was given 
the name Lycopolite 1 and these animals were 
granted the honour in question. 

89. It remains for us to speak of the deification of 
crocodiles, a subject regarding which most men are 
entirely at a loss to explain how, when these beasts 
eat the flesh of men, it ever became the law to 
honour like the gods creatures of the most revolting 
habits. Their reply is, that the security of the 
country is ensured, not only by the river, but to a 
much greater degree by the crocodiles in it; that for 
this reason the robbers that infest both Arabia and 
Libya do not dare to swim across the Nile, because 
they fear the beasts, whose number is very great; 
and that this would never have been the case if war 
were continually being waged against the animals 
and they had been utterly destroyed by hunters 
dragging the river with nets. But still another 
account is given of these beasts. For some say 
that once one of the early kings whose name was 
Menas, being pursued by his own dogs, came in his 
flight to the Lake of Moeris, as it is called, where, 
strange as it may seem, a crocodile took him on his 

1 i.e. "of the City of the Wolves." 
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A A-.(} I , ' I , (} 
1J't' EVTa €£<; TO 7r€pav U'Tr€V€X I]Va£, Tij<; 

UWT'I]pLa<; xcfptv cL'TrOO!OOVat flovAop.evov TW 
1"\ I "\. I ' I ' 4. 

7To"'tv "nuat 'lr"''YJUtov ovop.auavTa Kpo"ooelXwv· 
1:' "!= I:'\ \ > I ' (} \ KaTaoet5at oe Kat Tot<; eryxwptot<; w<; eov<; np.av 

"" \ 1':"" \ \ "'\ I t ,.. J 

Ta Ka! T'I]V a,VT0£<;
1 
€£<; 

ava8etvat· evTav8a oe Kat Tov Tacpov €avTw 
I I "\. , ' KaTau"evauat wvpap.wa TETpaw"'evpov E7Ttunf-

' ' (} l'' ' uavTa, "at Tov avp.a.,op.evov wapa 7ToXXoi<; 

Aa/3vptv8ov olKoSop,ijuat. 
4 II A I "'' ' ' ..... ... I apa7r 'I]Uta oe "at wept TWV a"'"'wv Aeryovuw 

f \ ... \ (}' tl ' <1. , ' wv Ta "a eKauTov p.a"pov av et'l] 'YPacpetv, 
cm ryap Tij<; rocpeAeLa<; lveKa Tij<; el<; TCJV fllov 

0 f' \ '(}' rl.. \ ..,. ... OVTW<; EaVTOV<; €£ !"aut, .,.avepov €£Vat 7TaUlV 1 f/C 
"'\ "'\ \ >1:' I:' I > > > I \ TOV 7TO"'"'a TWV EOWO!fJ-WV 'Trap avTOL<; EVWV<; /1-'1] 

wpoucpepeu8at. Ttva<; 'Yap cpatcWV, TLVa<; Oe 
I ' I ,... A I J1 "vap.wv, evtov<; oe Tvpwv 'I] tcpop.p.vwv 17 nvwv 

l1AXwv flpwp,ciTwv To 7Tapa7Tav p.q 'Y€ueu8at, 
• I ' ' A" 1:' wo wv V7Tapxovrwv tcaTa T'TJV L'YV7TTov, oi]Xov 

7rowvi1Ta<; ou)n OtoatcTeov JuTtv €avToV<; 2 Twv 
I > I (} \ t' I 1 1 XP'TJUtp.wv a7Teveu at, "a£ otoT£ wavTwv 7TUVTa 

> (} I > • 'I= I > 
EU lOVTWV OVO€V av Es'TJP"EUE TWV avaAtU"0-

5 I \ t I t-t J I ,/.. 1 1 1 p.evwv. Kat €Tepa<; o atna<; .,.epovTe<; nve<; cpautv 
€wl TWV waXatwv flautAfWV 7TOAAU"L<; acpuna-
p.evou Tov "a/, uup.cppovovVTo<; "aTa TWV 

TWV flautAewv nva UUVf'I€£ Ota-
,1.. I 1:' "'\ I (} \ \ I > I 'f'EpOVTa Ol€"'€U at fi-EV T'I]V xwpav €£<; 7TAHW 

I (}' " 1:'' > 1:' p.ep'l], tca e"aUTOV o avTwv KaTaoetEat Toi<; 
uefleu8at Tt fJ Tpocpf}<; TlVO<; p.q 

, {) rf t ' ' \ , , ... 
"f€V€U at, 07TW<; E"UUTWV TO J1-€V 7Tap aUTO£<; 

1 7ra<T<v Vogel: cpacrlv Vulgate, Bekker, Dindorf. 
• Vogel: abTobs Vulgate, Bekker, Dindorf. 

1 In chap. 61 the builder of the Labyrinth is Mendes. 
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back and carried him to the other side. Wishing to 
show his gratitude to the beast for saving him, he 
founded a city near the place and named it City of 
the Crocodiles; and he commanded the natives of 
the region to worship these animals as gods and 
dedicated the lake to them for their sustenance ; 
and in that place he also constructed his own tomb, 
erecting a pyramid with four sides, and built the 
Labyrinth which is admired by many.1 

A similar diversity of customs exists, according 
to their accounts, with regard to everything else, 
but it would be a long task to set forth the details 
concerning them.2 That they have adopted these 
customs for themselves because of the advantage 
accruing therefrom to their life is clear to all from 
the fact that there are those among them who will 
not touch many particular kinds of food. Some, 
for instance, abstain entirely from lentils, others 
from beans, and some from cheese or onions or certain 
other foods, there being many kinds offood in Egypt, 
showing in this way that men must be taught 
to deny themselves things that are useful, and that 
if all ate of everything the supply of no article of 
consumption would hold out. But some adduce 
other causes and say that, since under the early 
kings the multitude were often revolting and con-
spiring against their rulers, one of the kings who 
was especially wise divided the land into a number 
of parts and commanded the inhabitants of each to 
revere a certain animal or else not to eat a certain 
food, his thought being that, with each group of 

2 Herodotus (2. 35) sums up this matter by saying that 
the Egyptians "have made themselves customs and laws 
contrary to those of all other men." 
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'Ttf'Wft€VOV U€{3op.evwv, TWV o€ 7rapa 
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90. cf>ipouut S€ Kat TtV€'0 rotaVTIJV alr£av rP]'O 
TWV a1>t€pWU€OJ<;. uuvayOf-1-EVOJV ryap Jv 
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ael, TOV 1l"AEOV OVVaf-1-EVOU TOV au8EVEUT€pov /CaTt-
uxuoVTO')' f'€Ta S€ ravra TOV<; rfi PWftrJ A€t7r0-

fi-EVOU') tJ7l"O TOV UVtJ-1>epovTO') Otoax.Bevra') a8poi-
Kat 7rotf]uat UIJtJ-E'iov €auro'i'O JK rwv 

i5ur€pov Ka8t€poo8€vroov 7rpo'> S€ rovro ro 
UTJf'<'iov rwv a<t o<ocoroov uvvrp€xovroov, ov" 
€v/Cara4>pov1Jrov ro'i., J7rtTt8€JLEVOt'O ry£v€u8at ro 

2 UUUT'T}f'a' TO o' avro Kat TWV aAAOJV 1l"OtOIJVTOJV 
Otauri]vat p.ev ra /Cara TO S€ 

TO rf]'O au1>aA€La') ryeVOf-1-EVOV atrtov 
Ttf-1-WV rvx€'iv luo8ewv, ill., ra f-1-Erytur' €ur;pryETTJICo'>' 
0t07rep llxpt TWV vvv XPOVOJV ra TWV Alryv1l"TLOJV 
€Bv'T} Ot€UTTJKDTa Ttf-1-av ra 7rap' €auro'i<; 
rwv Ka8t€poo8evra. 

Ka8o"Aou o€ 4>aut TOV') Alryv7rTLOV<; v-rr€p TOV') 
ll'AA.ov., av8pw7rOU<; fvxapiurw') Ota/C€LU8at 7rp0'0 
1rav ro <v€pryerovv, vof-1-t,ovra" f-1-E"fturrw €7rt-

, " o"'\ Q' \ , Q\ ,..., ' ' ICOVptaV €£Vat T([> fJl([> T1JV af-1-0ltJYJV T1J'O 7rp0'0 TOV') 
€v€pryera') xaptro<;• of]"Aov ryap €LVat OtOTt 7rUVT€<; 
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people revering what was honoured among themselves 
but despising what was sacred to all the rest, all the 
inhabitants of Egypt would never be able to be of 
one mind. And this purpose, they declare, is clear 
from the results; for every group of people is at odds 
with its neighbours, being offended at their violations 
of the customs mentioned above. 

90. Some advance some such reason as the following 
for their deification of the animals. When men, 
they say, first ceased living like the beasts and 
gathered into groups, at the outset they kept 
devouring each other and warring among them-
selves, the more powerful ever prevailing over the 
weaker; but later those who were deficient in 
strength, taught by expediency, grouped together 
and took for the device upon their standard one of 
the animals which was later made sacred; then, 
when those who were from time to time in fear 
flocked to this symbol, an organized body was 
formed which was not to be despised by any who 
attacked it. And when everybody else did the 
same thing, the whole people came to be divided 
into organized bodies, and in the case of each the 
animal which had been responsible for its safety was 
accorded honours like those belonging to the gods, as 
having rendered to them the greatest service possible; 
and this is why to this day the several groups of the 
Egyptians differ from each other in that each group 
honours the animals which it originally made sacred. 

In general, they say, the Egyptians surpass all 
other peoples in showing gratitude for every 
faction, since they hold that the return gr_atltude 
to benefactors is a very great resource m hfe; for 
it is clear that all men will want to bestow their 

3°7 
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benefactions preferably upon those who they see 
will most honourably treasure up the favours they 
bestow. And it is apparently on these grounds 
that the Egyptians prostrate themselves before 
their kings and honour them as being in very truth 
gods, holding, on the one hand, that it was not 
without the influence of some divine providence that 
these men have attained to the supreme power, and 
feeling, also, that such as have the will and the 
strength to confer the greatest benefactions share 
in the divine nature. 

Now if we have dwelt over-long on the topic of 
the sacred animals, we have at least thoroughly 
considered those customs of the Egyptians that men 
most marvel at. 

91. But not least will a man marvel at the peculi-
arity of the customs of the Egyptians when he 
learns of their usages with respect to the dead. :For 
wh!!llever anyone dies among them, all his relatives 
and friends, plastering their heads with mud, roam 
about the city lamenting, until the body receives 
burial. Nay more, during that time they indulge in 
neither baths, nor wine, nor in any other food worth 
mentioning, nor do they put on bright clothing. 
There are three classes of burial, the most expensive, 
the medium, and the most humble. And if the first 
is used the cost, they say, is a talent of silver, if 
the second, twenty minae, and if the last, the expense 
is, they say, very little indeed. Now the men who 
treat the bodies are skilled artisans who have 
received this professional knowledge as a family 
tradition; and these lay before the relatives of the 
deceased a price-list of every item connected with 
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e7reproTrout T£va Tpo7Tov /3ovXovTat Oepa?Telav 
4 "fEVEuOat TOV UWf-£aTor;. 0£0f-£0AO"f7JUaf-£EVOt o€ 

7TavTrov Tov veKpov 7TapaXa/3ovTer;, Toi:r; 
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p.aTEV<; AE"fOp.evor; Te8EVTO<; xap.al TOV 
, \ ' "\ ' 'At. ' , , 

E7T£ T7JV "-a'Yova 7TEPl'Yfa't'et T7JV evrovvp.ov ouov 
oe£ Otan;p.ei:v· E7TE£Ta 0 0 AE"fOP,EVO<; 7TapauxlrrT7J<; 
XlOov exrov Al8to7Tt/COV Kat OtaTep.wv ror; 01 vop.or; 

... , \ ' t'' "e"'evet T7JV uap!Ca, 7rapaxp7Jp.a 't'EV"fEt opop.rp, 
Otr.rJKovTrov Trov uvp.?TapovTrov X[Ootr; /3aXX6v-
Trov, eT£ o€ /CaTaprop.Evrov 1Ca&a7repe£ TO p.vuor; 
elr; eKei:vov TPE?TovTrov· u7roXap./3avovut 'Yap f-£tU7J· 
TOV elvat 7ravTa TOV urop.an f)tav 7rpou-
A., , , , e '" 't'epovTa Kat Tpavp.aTa 7TotovvTa Kat Ka o"-ov n 
KaKov 

5 Ol TaptXEVTat OE ICaAOVP,EVO£ 7raU7J<; P,EV Ttp.fjr; 
\ " ' , t:: " • ' Kat 'TrOI\.VWpta<; Uc;tOVVTat, TOt<; TE tEpEVU£ UVVOVTE<; 

Tar; elr; t'epov eluooovr; a/CWAVTW<; ror; Ka8apo£ 
, t'' , e , 

7TOtoVVTat• 7Tpor; oe T7JV epa7TEtav TOV 7rapEU?),tU-
P,EVOV urop.aTO<; a&potuOevTroV aiJTroV EL<; Ka8t'I}U£ 

xr:'ipa Ota Tfjr; TOV VEKpov Top.fjr; elr; TOV e' \ ' 't:: \ "" \ ropaKa Kat 7raVTa Esatpt!t xropt<; VE't'prov Kat 
KapOiar;, eTepor; o€ Ka8a£pr:t TWV E"fKOtAL(J)V eKa-
UTOV olvrp cpotvtKr:lrp Kat Ovp.tap.aut. 

6 e '" t', , , , \:' , Ka 01\.0V O€ 7raV TO urop.a TO f-'EV 7TpWTOV KfiOptq, 

1 c:,, tJ Vogel : /la-a; Vulgate, Bekker, Dindorf. 
2 Dindorf : 

1 Lit." one who rips up lengthwise," i.e. opens by slitting 
8 The same name is given this knife in Herodotus, 2. 86, 

whose description of embalming, although not so detailed as 
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the burial, and ask them in what manner they wish 
the body to be treated. When an agreement has 
been reached on every detail and they have taken 
the body, they turn it over to men who have been 
assigned to the service and have become inured, to it. 
The first is the scribe, as he is called, who, when the 
body has been laid on the ground, circumscribes on 
the left flank the extent of the incision; then the one 
called the slitter 1 cuts the flesh, as the law com-
mands, with an Ethiopian stone 2 and at once takes 
to flight on the run, while those present set out after 
him, pelting him with stones, heaping curses on him, 
and trying, as it were, to turn the profanation on 
his head; for in their eyes everyone is an object 
of general hatred who applies violence to the body 
of a man of the same tribe or wounds him or, in 
general, does him any harm. 

The men called embalmers, however, are con-
sidered worthy of every honour and consideration, 
associating with the priests and even coming and 
going in the temples without hindrance, as being 
undefiled. When they have gathered to treat the 
body after it has been slit open, one of them thrusts 
his hand through the opening in the corpse into the 
trunk and extracts everything but the kidneys and 
heart, and another one cleanses each of the viscera, 
washing them in palm wine and spices. And in 
general, they carefully dress the whole body for over 

that of Diodorus, supplements it in many respects. It was 
probably of obsidian or flint, such as are frequentlY: 
in graves with mummies. For the use of such pr1m1tlve 
implements in ancient religious CP,· Joshua,, 5. 3: 
"Make thee knives of flint and ctrcumctse agam the chlldren 
of Israel a second time." 
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thirty days, first with cedar oil and certain other 
preparations, and then with myrrh, cinnamon, and 
such spices as have the faculty not only of preserving 
it for a long time but also of giving it a fragrant 
odour. And after treating the body they return it 
to the relatives of the deceased, every member of it 
having been so preserved intact that even the hair 
on the eyelids and brows remains, the entire appear-
ance of the body is unchanged, and the cast of its 
shape is recognizable. This explains why many 
Egyptians keep the bodies of their ancestors in costly 
chambers and gaze face to face upon those who died 
many generations before their own birth, so that, 
as they look upon the stature and proportions and 
the features of the countenance of each, they 
experience a strange enjoyment, as though they 
had lived with those on whom they gaze. 

92. When the body is ready to be buried the 
family announces the day of interment to the judges 
and to the relatives and friends of the deceased, and 
solemnly affirms that he who has just passed away 
-giving his name-" is about to cross the lake." 
Then, when the judges, forty-two in number,! have 
assembled and have taken seats in a hemicycle which 
has been built across the lake, the baris 2 is launched, 
which has been prepared in advance by men espe-

1 These judges correspond to the forty-two judges or 
assessors before each of whom the dead man must declare 
in the next world that he had not committed a certain sin 
(Book of the Dead, Chap. CXXV). 

2 The name given the scows used on the Nile and described 
in Herodotus 2. 96. 

' 7TJ\EiOVwv Dindorf: wJI.Eiw. 
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3 1:' ,, , '1": , 1:' \ , 
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1 {nr<p Vogel: .... pl C F, Bekker, Dindorf. 
8 wao-•v omitted by C F, Bekker, Dindorf. 
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cially engaged in that service, and which is in the 
charge of the boatman whom the Egyptians in their 
language call charon.1 For this reason they insist 
that Orpheus, having visited Egypt in ancient 
times and witnessed this custom, merely invented 
his account of Hades, in part reproducing this prac-
tice and in part inventing on his own account; but 
this point we shall discuss more fully a little later.2 

At any rate, after the baris has been launched into 
the lake but before the coffin containing the body 
is set in it, the law gives permission to anyone who 
wishes to arraign the dead person. Now if anyone 
presents himself and makes a charge, and shows that 
the dead man had led an evil life, the judges announce 
the decision to all and the body is denied the cus-
tomary burial ; but if it shall appear that the accuser 
has made an unjust charge he is severely punished. 
When no accuser appears or the one who presents 
himself is discovered to be a slanderer, the relatives 
put their mourning aside and laud the deceased. 
And of his ancestry, indeed, they say nothing, as 
the Greeks do, since they hold that all Egyptians are 
equally well born, but after recounting his training and 
education from childhood, they describe his righteous-
ness and justice after he attained to manhood, also 
his self-control and his other virtues, and call upon 
the gods of the lower world to receive him into the 
company of the righteous ; and the multitude shouts 
its assent and extols the glory of the deceased, as of 

1 Professor J. A. Wilson, of the Oriental Institute of the 
University of Chicago, kindly writes me: "There is no 
evidence to support the statement of Diodorus that the 
Egyptians called the underworld ferryman, or any boatman 
connected with death, Oharon." 

a Cp. chap. 96. 
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one who is about to spend eternity in Hades among 
the righteous. Those who have private sepulchres 
lay the body in a vault reserved for it, but those who 
possess none construct a new chamber in their own 
home, and stand the coffin upright against the 
firmest wall. Any also who are forbidden burial 
because of the accusations brought against them or 
because their bodies have been made security for a 
loan they lay away in their own homes; and it some-
times happens that their sons' sons, when they have 
become prosperous and paid off the debt or cleared 
them of the charges, give them later a magnificent 
funeral. 

93. It is a most sacred duty, in the eyes of the 
Egyptians, that they should be seen to honour their 
parents or ancestors all the more after they have 
passed to their eternal home. Another custom of 
theirs is to put up the bodies of their deceased 
parents as security for a loan; and failure to repay 
such debts is attended with the deepest disgrace as 
well as with deprivation of burial at death. And a 
person may well admire the men who established 
these customs, because they strove to inculcate in 
the inhabitants, so far as was possible, virtuousness 
and excellence of character, by means not only of 
their converse with the living but also of their burial 
and affectionate care of the dead. For the Greeks 
have handed down their beliefs in such matters-in 
the honour paid to the righteous and the punishment 
of the wicked-by means of fanciful tales and dis-
credited legends; consequently these accounts not 
only cannot avail to spur their people on to the best 

1 .,.a.p.!5w1Cav Vogel: Tra.pa.5<56,"a.<TL B, Bekker, Dinuorf. 
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/3' a'Ya8o'is Tij<; oiJUI)<;, Ka8' EKaUTrJV 
af.LrpOT€pot Twv €avTot<; 7rpOCT1)KOVTwv V7TOf.Ltf.Lv+ 
uKovTat, !3ta Tov·rov Tov Tpo1rov 1] 1 f.LE'YiurY) 

uvJLrpopwraT1) !3top8wut<; 'Yiverat rwv 
KpaTiCTTOV<; 8', olJLal, TWV VOJLWI! OVK 
6Jv €U7TOpwTaTOV<;, aA.A.' eE wv E7Tl€lK€CTTaTOV<; TOl<; 

Kat 7TOAtTlKWTaTOV<; "f€Veu8at 
rov-; lw8pw1rov-;. 

94. 'P1]TEov /3' 7r€pt rwv "f€VOJLEVwv 
VOJLo8€TWif Kar' AY'Yvrrrov rwv oihw<; 
A.a"fJLEVa Kat vof.Ltf.La 
f.L€Ttt 'Yap 7raA.at(w Tov Kar' AY'YV7TTov 
Karaurautv, 'Y€'Yovevat e1ri 
T€ rwv B€wv Kat rwv rre'iuai rpaut 
7rpwrov E"f"fpa7TTO£<; VOf.LOt<; ra 

I M I " I ,,, , I 
TOj' V€V1)V, avopa Kat TTJ 't' VXTJ f.LE"faV Kat Trfl 

Kowararov rwv 7rpou-
rrot1)8ijvat 8' aurr{> TOV 'Epf.LijV 0€DWKEVat TOVTOV<;, 
W<; f.L€'YaA.wv a'YaBwv alTiov<; euop,f.vov<;, KaBarrep 
7rap' "EA.A.ryut 7TOtryua£ rpautv ev rfl 
M l I A I A I' tVWa, 1rapa 0€ aK€DalJLOV£0£<; VKOVp"fOV, TOV 
JLev 1rapa ilto<;, Tov /3€ 1rap' 'A1roA.A.wvo<; 

2 TOVTov<; 7rap€tA1)rpevat. 1rap' €repot<; /3€ 
rrA.eiouw €8v€crt 7rapa!3€!3oTat Tovro To 'Yevo<; Tn<; 
, , , , 1:: I "" - • e- , €7TtvO£a<; vrrap,at Ka£ 7TOI\.!1.WV a'ta wv atrtov 

1 Bekker, Vogel: omitted by Vulgate and Dindorf. 
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life, but, on the contrary, being scoffed at by worthless 
men, are received with contempt. But among the 
Egyptians, since these matters do not belong to the 
realm of myth but men see with their own eyes that 
punishment is meted out to the wicked and honour 
to the good, every day of their lives both the wicked 
and the good are reminded of their obligations and 
in this way the greatest and most profitable amend-
ment of men's characters is effected. And the best 
laws, in my opinion, must be held to be, not those 
by which men become most prosperous, but those by 
which they become most virtuous in character and 
best fitted for citizenship. 

94. We must speak also of the lawgivers who have 
arisen in Egypt and who instituted customs unusual 
and strange. After the establishment of settled life 
in Egypt in early times, which took place, according 
to the mythical account, in the period of the gods and 
heroes, the first, they say, to persuade the multitudes 
to use written laws was Mneves,l a man not only 
great of soul but also in his life the most public-
spirited of all lawgivers whose names are recorded. 
According to the tradition he claimed that Hermes 
had given the laws to him, with the assurance that 
they would be the cause of great blessings, just as 
among the Greeks, they say, Minos did in Crete and 
Lycurgus among the Lacedaemonians, the former 
saying that he received his laws from Zeus and the 
latter his from Apollo. Also among several other 
peoples tradition says that this kind of a device was 
used and was the cause of much good to such as 

1 Apparently Mneves is only a variant ?f the name Menas of 
chaps. 43 and 45 (cp. A. Wiedemann, Agyptische Geschichte, 
p. 163, n. 1). 
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'() " ()" ' ' ' "fEV€<J' at TOt) 7r€£<J' Et<Tt' 7rapa fi-EV ryap TOt) 

'AptaVOL) Za8paU<TT1]V t<TTopou<Tt TOV aryaBov 
oa[fi-OVa 7rpourrotl}uauBat TOV) VOP,OV) avno 
OtOovat, rrapa o€ TOt) reTal) Tot, ) e z '"'\ !: I I \ \ a7ra avan.,OV<J't al\.p,Or,tv W<TaVTW) TTJV KOtVY)V 
'E I ' <;'\ " 'I <:' I M " ' unav, rrapa oe TOt> ovoawt> WV<TTJV Tov 
'I ' ' "'\ I () I " () ' aw ETrtKa"'oup,evov eov, €tTE avp,aUT1JV Ka£ 
Be£av OAW> evvotav elvat Kp[vaVTa> fi-EAAOVuav 
',1. A I ' () I "'\ "() " ' ' ' w't'E 1J<TEtv av pwrrwv Tr/\.17 O>, €tTE Kat 7rpo> TYJV 

Kat ouvap,tv TWV evpe'iv AE"fOfi-EVWV TOV) 
VOfi-OV) TOV oxA.ov ftiiAAOV V'7Ta-
KOUUEU8at 

" I <:'' 8 , A' I I l..l.€VT€p0V 0€ VOft-0 ETTJV L"fVTrTtol rpaut rye-' e '>: I >I I I vEu at .;.,auvxtv, avopa uvvEufl otarpepovTa. 
TOVTOV o€ rrpo> TOt> V7rapxovut VOft-Ol) ll'AA.a T€ 

rrpouBe'ivat Kat Ta 7rep£ TWv Bewv 
> " I <;' '!: ' ' \ 1 ETrtft-Ei•EUTaTa vtaTa.,at, evpeTr;v o€ Kat ryewp,eTpuu; 

I e \ \ \ ,.. >I () I ryeveu at Kat TTJV 7r€pt Twv auTpwv ewptav T€ 
' I <:' '!: \ > I /Cat 7rapaTYJP1JULV Otoar;,at TOV) E"fXWPtOV), 

A I '1' \ "'\ I '>: I \ (.J 1 \ 
.. TptTOV 0€ 1\.E"fOV<Tt .;.,E<TOWUW TOV f'Ja<TtAEa p,r; 

p,ovov Ta> 7rOA€f1-tKas €rrtrpaveunha> 
KaTepryauauBat TWV KaT' AtryvTrTOV, aA.A.a Kal. 
rrep't To fi-UXlft-OV €Bvo> vop,oBeu[av uvuTryuauBat, 

\ \ 1 1"'\ e \ \ \ I 1 
Kat Ta aKOI\.OV a Ta 7r€pt TTJV UTpaT€tav UVfl-· 

5 7ravTa OtaKO<Tp,i]uat. TETapTOV o€ vop,oBeT1JV 
rl. , , e B' , (.J I , 't'aut "fEVEu at oKxoptv Tov "'autA.ea, uorpov 

1 This form of the name is much nearer to the old Iranian 
form, Zarathustra, than the later corruption Zoroaster. 

2 Herodotus (4. 93 ff.) gives more details about Zalmoxis,or 
Gebele1zis, as he also calls him, and the Getae " who pretend 
to be immortal." Strabo (7. 3. 5) calls him Zamolxis and 
makes him a former slave of Pythagoras, a story already known 
to Herodotus and rejected by him. · 
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believed it. Thus it is recorded that among the 
Arians Zathraustes 1 claimed that the Good Spirit 
gave him his laws, among the people known as the 
Getae who represent themselves to be immortal 
Zalmoxis 2 asserted the same of their common god-
dess Hestia, and among the Jews Moyses referred his 
laws to the god who is invoked as Iao.3 They all did 
this either because they believed that a conception 
which would help humanity was marvellous and 
wholly divine, or because they held that the common 
crowd would be more likely to obey the laws if their 
gaze were directed towards the majesty and power 
of those to whom their laws were ascribed. 

A second lawgiver, according tu the Egyptians, 
was Sasychis,4 a man of unusual understanding. He 
made sundry additions to the existing laws and, in 
particular, laid down with the greatest precision the 
rites to be used in honouring the gods, and he was 
the inventor of geometry and taught his countrymen 
both to speculate about the stars and to observe 
them. A third one, they tell us, was the king 
Sesoosis,5 who not only performed the most renowned 
deeds in war of any king of Egypt but also organized 
the rules governing the warrior class 6 and, in con-
formity with these, set in order all the regulations 
that have to do with military campaigns. A fourth 
lawgiver, they say, was the king Bocchoris,7 a wise 

3 This pronunciation seems to reflect a Hebrew form 
Yahu; cp. Psalms 68.4,. "His name is Jah." 

4 Sasychis is the Asychis of Herodotus (2. 136), identified 
with Shepseskaf of the Fourth Dynasty by H. R. Hall, 
Ancient History of the Near East 6 , p. 127. 

5 Cp. chaps. 53 ff. 
6 Cp. chap. 73. 
7 Mentioned before in chaps. 45, 65, 79. 
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Ttva Kat -rravovp'Y['f otarpepovTa. TOVTOV ovv 
<:' '1: \ \ I (3 "\ d I I otaTas,at Ta -rrept a1ravTa Kat Ta 
-rrep£ TWV U"VJ.L/3o"Aa[wv f.gaKpt/3wiJat· ryeveU"8at o' 

, ' ' \ \ / tl ' d aVTOV Kat 7r€pt Ta<; OVTW 1Jl.IV€TOV WUT€ 
1ro"AA.a Twv {m' avTov ota'Yvwu8evTwv ota 
-rreptTTCJTTJTa J.LVTJJ.LOVeveu8at J.LEXPt Twv Ka8' 

TJJ.LGS xpovwv. AE'YOVIJt o' aUTOV !mapgat Tip 
J.LEV IJWf.LaTt au8evfJ, Tip oe Tpo7rrp 
7TCLVTWV rptAOXPYJJ.LaTWTaTov. 

95. MeTa oe TOVTOV 7rpoue"A8etv AE'YOVIJl TOt<; 
VOJ.LOl<; n AJ.LaU"tV TOV {3aut"Aea, &v iuTopovut Ttt 
-rrept Tour; voJ.Lapxa<> Otanigat Kat Ttt 7r€pt 
UVJ.L7rauav olKovoJ.Liav TfJ<> Al'Yv-rrTov. 7rapaoe-
OoTat oe UVV€TO<; T€ 'Yf'YOVevat Ka8' l17r€p/3o"Ahv 
Kat TOV TP07TOV E7rL€lK1J<; Kal otKatO<;' wv eveKa 
Kat TOV<; Al'YV7rTiov<; avTip 7r€ptT€8€tKevat 

2 OVK OVTt ryevov<; {3autAlKOV. rpaut o€ Kat 
Tour; 'H"Aeiovr;, IJ7rovoasovTar; 1rep£ Tov '0".\vJ.L-
-rrtKov l arywva, 7rp€u{3evTtt<; a7TOIJT€tAat 7rp0<; 
aUTOV 7TW> av ryevo£TO OtKatoTaTO<;' 
TOV o' el-rr€tv, f.av J.LTJD€l') 'HA.€ tO<; arywvisr;Tat. 

3 llo"AvKpaTOV<; o€ TOV !.aJ.Liwv OVVcLIJTOV UVVT€8et-
J.LEVOV -rrpor; avTov rpt"Aiav, Kat {3ta[wr; 7rpourpe-
poJ.Levov TOt<; T€ 7rOA[Tat<; tml TOt<; el<; '!.aJ.LOV 
KaTa-rr"Aeovut gf.vot<;, To J.LEV -rrpwTov "Ae'YeTat 

(3 \ , ,, "\ ,.. ' ' ' ' 
7rf€1J €UTa<; a7rOIJT€£J•avTa -rrapaKa"'€W avTov €7r£ 

TYJV f.L€TptOT1]Ta' ou -rrpouexovTo<; o' aUTOV TOt<; 
"Aoryotr; €muTo"Ahv rypa'frat rpt"Aiav Kat Thv 
f: I \ \ ) \ "\ I J \ 

t;€VtaV TTJV -rrpo<; auTOV ota"'UOJ.L€VOV' OV ryap 
{3ou"AeU"8at AV7r'TJ8fJvat UUVTOJ.LW'> €auTOV, aKpt{3wr; 

1 Vogel : C, Bekker, Dindorf. 
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sort of a man and conspicuous for his craftiness. He 
drew up all the regulations which governed the kings 
and gave precision to the laws on contracts; and so 
wise was he in his judicial decisions as well, that 
many of his judgments are remembered for their 
excellence even to our day. And they add that he 
was very weak in body, and that by disposition he 
was the most avaricious of all their kings. 

95. After Bocchoris, they say, their king Amasis 1 569-526 

gave attention to the laws, who, according to their B.o. 
accounts, drew up the rules governing the nomarchs 
and the entire administration of Egypt. And tra-
dition describes him as exceedingly wise and in 
disposition virtuous and just, for which reasons the 
Egyptians invested him with the kingship, although 
he was not of the royal line. They say also that the 
citizens ofElis, when they were giving their attention 
to the Olympic Games, sent an embassy to him to 
ask how they could be conducted with the greatest 
fairness, and that he replied, " Provided no man of 
Elis participates." And though Polycrates, the 
ruler of the Samians, had been on terms of friendship 
with him, when he began oppressing both citizens 
and such foreigners as put in at Samos, it is said that 
Amasis at first sent an embassy to him and urged 
him to moderation; and when no attention was paid 
to this, he wrote a letter in which he broke up the 
relations offriendship and hospitality that had existed 
between them ; for he did not wish, as he said, to 
be plunged into grief in a short while, knowing right 

1 Cp. chap. 68. The story of the embassy of Eleans is given 
more fully in Herodotus (2. 160), where, however, the Egyptian 
king consulted is called Psammis. 
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•t-, t' , 1 ' , , ' , ' EtOOTa OlOTt 7T"-TJCTtOV €CT'T£V aUT!p TO Ka/CW<; 
7ra8etv ouTw 7rpOECTTTJICOTL Tij<; Tvpavvioo<;. Oav-
p.auOijvat o' avTOV f/Jaut 7Tapa TOt<; "EA.ATJCT£ ou.i 

\ t ' \ t'\ \ "'ll' I T€ TTJV E'lrtEt/CElaV /Ca£ ota TO T!p 0"-UICpaTEt 
Taxew<; a7Tof]ijvat ,.a, pTJOevTa. 

4 "E 1:'' ' , ' ,._I f: , A /CTOV OE "-E'YETat TOV f;:!.Ept;;OV 7TaTEpa 
TOt<; vop.ot<; f'lrtCTTijvat TOt<; ,.r;JV Al'YV'lrTiWV' 
p.tu/juavTa 'Yap 1rapavop.iav elr:; ,.a, KaT' 
At'YV7TTov t'epa 'Yevop.€vTJv v7To Kap.fJvuov Tou 
7rpofJautA.evuavro<; fJ[ov €metKi} Kat 

5 f/JtA.o8eov. op.tA.ijuat p.ev 'Yap auTo£<; 2 TOt<; 
iepeuut TOt<; €v Al'YV'lrT!p Kat p.ETaA.afJe'iv avTOV 
Tij<; TE 8eoA.o'Y£ar:; 3 Kat Twv €v Tat<; iepa'i<; 
fJifJA.ot<; ava'YE'Ypap.p.€vwv f/C oe TOVTWV 

Tl! Jli!'YaA.o'frvxiav TWV apxaiwv 
fJautA.€wv tcat el<; TOV<; apxop.€vov<; EVVOtav 
p.tp.1}uau8at Tov 4 eKeivwv fJiov, tcat Ota TOUTo 
TTJA.ttcaVTTJ<; TVXEtv Ttp.ij<; &u8' V'lrO TWV Al'YV7TTlwv 

p.€11 8eo11 7rpoua'Yopeveu8at 5 p.o11o11 TWII 
a'lrUIITWV fJautA.ewll, TEAEUT/jCTaiiTa OE TlJlWII 
TVXEtll tuwv TOt<; To 7TaA.atov llop.tp.rlna,-a fJaut-
A.evuaut KaT' At'YV'lrTOII. 

6 p.€11 ov11 11op.o8euia11 CTVIITt:A.eu8ij11at 
,I. ' ' , , , ' 't'aCTtll V'lrO TWII EtPTJJli!IIWII avopw11, tcat VOt;;TJ<; 
,-uxetll ,-ijr:; Staoeoop.e111J<; 1rapa Tot<; IJ.A.A.ow €11 
oe TOt<; UCTTEPOII XPOIIOt<; 7TOA.A.a TWII ICUAW<; 

ootcOVIITWII vop.ip.w11 f/Jaut KtiiTJBi}llat, Ma«e-
Oollwll e7Tt«paTTJCTaiiTWII Kat tcaTaA.vuaiiTWII elr:; 
,-€A.or; f3aueA.eia11 Twv €'Yxwpiw11. 

1 lluh• Vogel: g.,., Vulgate, Bekker, Dinrlorf. 
2 av.,.ois Vogel: av'Tiw Vulgate, Bekker, Dindort 
3 av.,.wv after 8<oll.o-ylas added by C, Bekker, Dindorf. 
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well as he did that misfortune is near at hand for the 
ruler who maintains a tyranny in such fashion. And 
he was admired, they say, among the Greeks both 
because of his virtuous character and because his 
words to Polycrates \vere speedily fulfilled. 

A sixth man to concern himself with the laws of 
the Egyptians, it is said, was Darius the father of 
Xerxes ; for he was incensed at the lawlessness 521--486 

which his predecessor, Cambyses, had shown in his B.o. 
treatment of the sanctuaries of Egypt, and aspired 
to live a life of virtue and of piety towards the gods. 
Indeed he associated with the priests of Egypt them-
selves, and took part with them in the study of 
theology and of the events recorded in their sacred 
books ; and when he learned from these books about 
the greatness of soul of the ancient kings and about 
their goodwill towards their subjects he imitated their 
manner of life. For this reason he was the object of 
such great honour that he alone of all the kings was 
addressed as a god by the Egyptians in his lifetime, 
while at his death he was accorded equal honours 
with the ancient kings of Egypt who had ruled in 
strictest accord with the laws. 

The system, then, of law used throughout the land 
was the work, they say, of the men just named, and 
gained a renown that spread among other peoples 
everywhere; but in later times, they say, many 
institutions which were regarded as good were 
changed, after the Macedonians had conquered and 
destroyed once and for all the kingship of the native 
line. 

• Tov Reiske: Twv. 
6 wpoua-yop<6<u8a• Bekker, Vogel: wpoua-yop<u8qva• II, Din-

dorf. 



DIODORUS OF SICILY 

96 T I '='' • 1:' I • I • OVTWV 0 1Jf.LtV Ol€V1CptV1]f1-EVWV PTJTEOV 
" ' "E"' "\ 1:' <:- 1: I ' I I OUOt TWV 7rap "'"-1JUt OEOO<;;aUJ.l-EVWV €7Tt UVVEUEt 

' <:- I It:) "\ ' ' /Cat 7Tato€Uf 7rape/Ja"-OV Et<; t"fV7TTOV EV TOt<; 

apxalot<; xpovot<;, rva TWV €vmv8a VOf.tLJ.l-WV /Cat 
2 "'1 f;:'l I f' \ f'"' "" T1J<; 7Tatoeta<; p.eTauxwutv. ot 7ap tepet<; TWV 

A l"fU7rTLWV lUTOpovutv f/C TWV ava'Ypacpwv TWV 
€v Ta'i<; iepa'i<; f]tf]A.ot<; 7rapafJaA.e'iv 7rpo<; €auTov<; 2 

To 1raA.adw 'Opcp€a TE JCat Movua'iov Kat Me-
"' I <:' I A /t;, "\ I t;, I I 1/0 I "-Uf.t7rOoa /Cat 7rpO<; 0€ TOVTOt<; J1-1JpOV 

' ' 'A ,.. I TE TOV 7TOtTJT1JV Kat UKOVp"fOV TOV .:.7rapTtaT1JV, 
€n o€ !oA.wva Tov 'A81Jva'iov Kat II'Ac.hwva 70v 
cptA.ouoif>ov, €A.8eZv oe Kat II u8a'Yopav TOV 

!aptov /Cat TOV p.a81]p.aTtiCOV ETt o€ 
.6. ' ' 'Ar.J'> I ' 0' I<:' ' 1)J.l-01CptTOV TOV 1JOY]pt71]V Kat tVO'fftOY)V TOV 

3 X'iov. 'ffllVTWV o€ TOVTWV UrJJ.l-Eta OEtKVVOUUt 
... ' , ' .... t'\ ' -1-. TWV f1-€V HKOVa<;, TWV 0€ T07TWV 1J KaTaUICEVau-

fl-UTWV op.wvvp.ov<; 7TpOU'rJ'YOpia<;, E/C 7€ Tij<; E/CaUTW 

'1]A.w8e£u1J<; 7Tatoda<; cmooeiget<; cj>€povut, 
1 '1: A' I I Ll I tUTaVTE<; €<;; t"fV7TTOV fl-ETEVYJVEXuat 7rUVTa ot' 

• I ''E"' "\ 'Ll I Ll wv 1rapa TOt<; "'"'1JUtv euaup.auu1Juav. 

4 '0pcp€a J.l-EV 'Yap T(;JV J.l-VUTt/CWV TEA-ETWV Ttt 
"\. "" \ \ \ \ f' ,.. I 't 

1T"-6lUTa Kat Ta 7T€pt TTJV EaUTOU 7TAaV1JV op"fta-

'Of.tEVa Kat TWV fV f£oou am:-
' Ll \ I I ' '0 I <:-5 V€"fKauuat. TTJV f.t€V "fUp fY£ptoO<; 

A I \ , \ '9 \ ' 
T1JV aUTTJV ewat, T1JV oe Tfj<; 

TV Tfj<; op.otOTUT1JV l17Tapxetv TWV 
' I I 3 ' 1 ' ovop.aTwv p.ovwv Ttt<; o€ -rwv 
> fJ... ' r/ t' 1 \ \ 

aue ev Ttp.wpta<; Kat -rou<; TWv eiluefJwv 
A.etp.wva<; JCat Ttt<; 7rapa To'i<; 1roA.A.o'i<; elowA.o-

J26 

1 Ti)s Vogel: omitted Vulgate, Bekker Dindorf 
: eauTovs Vogel: aho/Js Vulgate, Dindo;f. 

p.&vow Vogel : p.6vov Vulgate, Bekker, Dindorf. 
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96. But now that we have examined these matters, 
we must enumerate what Greeks, who have won 
fame for their wisdom and learning, visited Egypt 
in ancient times, in order to become acquainted with 
its customs and learning. For the priests of Egypt 
recount from the records of their sacred books that 
they were visited in early times by Orpheus, Musaeus, 
Melampus, and Daedalus, also by the poet Homer 
and Lycurgus of Sparta, later by Solon of Athens 
and the philosopher Plato, and that there also came 
Pythagoras ofSamos and the mathematician Eudoxus,l 
as well as Democritus of Abdera and Oenopides 2 of 
Chios. As evidence for the visits of all these men 
they point in some cases to their statues and in others 
to places or buildings 3 which bear their names, and 
they offer proofs from the branch of learning which 
each one of these men pursued, arguing that all the 
things for which they were admired among the 
Greeks were transferred from Egypt. 

Orpheus, for instance, brought from Egypt most 
of his mystic ceremonies, the orgiastic rites that 
accompanied his wanderings, and his fabulous 
account of his experiences in Hades. For the rite 
of Osiris is the same as that of Dionysus and that of 
lsis very similar to that of Demeter, the names alone 
having been interchanged; and the punishments in 
Hades ofthe unrighteous, the Fields of the Righteous, 
and the fantastic conceptions, current among the 

1 The famous astronomer, geographer, and mathematician 
of Cnidus, pupil of Plato. His stay in Egypt is well attested. 

2 Cp. p. 336, n. 1. 
3 For instance, according to Strabo (17. 1. 29), in Heliopolis 

were pointed out the houses where Plato and Eudoxus had 
stopped. 
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many, which are figments of the imagination-all 
these were introduced by Orpheus in imitation of the 
Egyptian funeral customs. Hermes, for instance, 
the Conductor of Souls, according to the ancient 
Egyptian custom, brings up the body of the Apis to 
a certain point and then gives it over to one who 
wears the mask of Cerberus. And after Orpheus 
had introduced this notion among the Greeks, 
Homer 1 followed it when he wrote : 

Cyllenian Hermes then did summon forth 
The suitors' souls, holding his wand in hand. 

And again a little further 2 on he says: 

They passed Oceanus' streams, the Gleaming 
Rock, 

The Portals of the Sun, the Land of Dreams ; 
And now they reached the Meadow of Asphodel, 
Where dwell the Souls, the shades of men 

outworn. 

Now he calls the river " Oceanus " 3 because in their 
language the Egyptians speak of the Nile as Ocean us ; 
the " Portals of the Sun " (Heliopylai) is his name for 
the city of Heliopolis ; and " Meadows," the mythical 
dwelling of the dead, is his term for the place near 
the lake which is called Acherousia, which is near 
Memphis, and around it are fairest meadows, of a 
marsh-land and lotus and reeds. The same explana-
tion also serves for the statement that the dwelling of 
the dead is in these regions, since the most and the 
largest tombs of the Egyptians are situated there, the 

1 Odyssey 24. 1-2. 2 Ibid. U.-14. 
3 As a matter of fact the only name for the Nile in Homer 

is A igyptos. 
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1 Cp. chap. 92; baris is also a Greek word for boat. 
2 The bronze bands would resemble the rays of the "Portals 

of the Sun,'' in the passage from Homer cited above. 
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dead being ferried across both the river and Lake 
Acherousia and their bodies laid in the vaults 
situated there. 

The other myths about Hades, current among the 
Greeks, also agree with the customs which are prac-
tised even now in Egypt. For the boat which 
receives the bodies is called baris,l and the passenger's 
fee is given to the boatman, who in the Egyptian 
tongue is called charon. And near these regions, 
they say, are also the "Shades," which is a temple 
of Hecate, and " portals " of Cocytus and Lethe, 
which are covered at intervals with bands of bronze.2 

There are, moreover, other portals, namely, those of 
Truth, and near them stands a headless statue 3 of 
Justice. 

97. Many other things as well, of which mythology 
tells, are still to be found among the Egyptians, the 
name being still preserved and the customs actually 
being practised. In the city of Acanthi, for instance, 
across the Nile in the direction of Libya one hundred 
and twenty stades from Memphis, there is a per-
forated jar to which three hundred and sixty priests, 
one each day, bring water from the Nile ; 4 and not 
far from there the actual performance of the myth 
of Ocnus 5 is to be seen in one of their festivals, 
where a single man is weaving at one end of a long 

s The Greek word may mean " statue'' and "shade,'' the 
latter meaning occuring in the last line of the passage above 
from Homer. 

4 This is a reference to the fifty daughters of Danaus, who 
after death were condemned to the endless labour of pouring 
water into vessels with holes. 

5 Ocnus was another figure of the Greek underworld who 
was represented as continually labouring at the weaving of a 
rope which was devoured by an unseen ass behind him as 
rapidly as it was woven. 
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4 ' I "\ I \ "\ , M I 1:' 1:' 07T£uw AVOVTWV To 7T 1\.6/COJLEVOV. eA.aJL7TOoa o€ 
cf>arn JLETEV6ryKetv Alryu7TTov Tlt tltovuuw l'O}Lt-
f;o}Leva T6A6tuBat 7Tapd- "EA.A.ryu£ Td-
7T6p6 Kpovov JLVBoA.oryovJL6Va Kat Td- 7Tep£ 
T I ' \ I "\ ' ' \ , Ka£ TO UVVO/\.OV T?]V 7TEpt Ta 7Ta01] 

5 Twv B6wv t'uToptav. Tov tlaioaA.ov A.eryovutv 
Tov A.a(3vp£vBov 7TAOKfJV Tov 

ota}LevovTo<; JLEXP' Tov vvv Katpov, olKoDOJL?J-
B' \:') ' ) I A. ' 'M' 1:' V€, flEV TlVE<; 'f'aUtV, V7TO 

t"' ,, "\.I t ' M I ..... Q ' W<; 0 EVtOl 1\.E"fOVUlV, V7TO appou TOV f-JaUtAEW<;, 
7ToA.A.ols €uut 7TpoTepov Ti]<; Mivw (3autA.6ia<;. 

6 , , e , ,.. , , , ,, 
Tov Te pv JLOV Twv apxatwv KaT Atryv7T'Tov 
avOplltVTWV TOV aUTOV elvat TOt<; V7TO tlatDaA.ov 
KaTaUKevauBetut 7Tapd- Tot<; "EA.A.ryut. TO 
ICUAAlUTOV 7Tp07TVAOV ev M€}Lcpet TOV 'Hcpat-
UTELOV tlaloaA.ov apxtT6/CTOvfjuat, Kat Bav}Lau-e, " , , 1: ... , , , 

evTa Tuxetv 6tJCovo<; 5v"-tvry<; KaTa TO 7rpoetpry-
u€vov iepov Tat<; l0£at<; X6put 0607Jf.LlOvpry7]}LEV7J<;, 
7T'Epa<; OUl 6ucpvi'av }L6"fUA7J<; oog7Jq 

I ...... I 1: ' " , B' " Kat 7TO"-"-a 7rpoue56vpovTa TVX6£V tuo ewv Tt}LWV' 
KaTd- ryd-p }Liav Twv 7rpo<; TV M€j.tcpet vr}uwv €n 
Kat vvv iepov eivat tlatoaA.ov nwlJf.L6Vov v7To Twv 
eryxwptwv. 

7 Tfj<; o' 7Tapovuta<; ct"AA.a T€ U1]}L6ta 
cpepouut Kat }LUAtUTa Tfj<; 'EA.ev7J<; "fEVOJLfV7JV 
7Tapd- Mev6A.a«p T7JA6J.Laxov cpapJLaKeiav Kat 

Twv uvJLf3ef37JK6Twv KaKwv. To ryap V7J-
7Tev0e<; cpap}LaKOV, & A.a{3etv cp'YJUlV 0 
• E" ' , " A, I '"" Q" ' II ll-EV7JV E/C TWV l"fV7TT£6JV 7Tapa OAV-

1 Cp. chap. 61. 
2 i.e. "quieting pain." Cp. Odyssey 4. 220-21: auTlK' 
olvov {Jdr...e rpJ.pfJ-aiCov, (vBev t1rLvov, T, «xoi\&v rE, 
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rope and many others beyond him are unravelling 
it. Me lam pus also, they say, brought from Egypt 
the rites which the Greeks celebrate in the name of 
Dionysus, the myths about Cronus and the War with 
the Titans, and, in a word, the account of the things 
which happened to the gods. Daedalus, they relate, 
copied the maze of the Labyrinth which stands to our 
day and was built, according to some, by Mendes,l 
but according to others, by king Marrus, many years 
before the reign of Minas. And the proportions of 
the ancient statues of Egypt are the same as in those 
made by Daedalus among the Greeks. The very 
beautiful propylon of the temple of Hephaestus in 
Memphis was also built by Daedalus, who became 
an object of admiration and was granted a statue of 
himself in wood, which was made by his own hands 
and set up in this temple ; furthermore, he was 
accorded great fame because of his genius and, after 
making many discoveries, was granted divine 
honours ; for on one of the islands off Memphis there 
stands even to this day a temple of Daedalus, which 
is honoured by the people of that region. 

And as proof of the presence of Homer in Egypt 
they adduce various pieces of evidence, and especially 
the healing drink which brings forgetfulness of all 
past evils, which was given by Helen to Telemachus 
in the home of Menelaiis. For it is manifest that 
the poet had acquired exact knowledge of the 
" nepenthic "2 drug which he says Helen brought 
from Egyptian Thebes, given her by Polydamna the 

KaKWV hr[l\ij8ov a11'<iVTWV. .. Straightway she cast into the wine 
of which they were drinking a drug to quiet all pain and 
strife, and bring forgetfulness of every ill" (tr. Murray in 
L.O.L.). 
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cpaive'Tat· en ryap Kat vvv Jv TauTv 
TV 7ipOetp'T}p.evv ovvap.et A.eryova-t, KaL 
7rapa !:l.toa-7roA.ina-tv EK 7raA.atwv 
xpovwv Kat rpapp.aKOV eup'i]a-eat 
cpaa-t• o€ Ka£ 7TOAtv 'TYJV 

8 U7Tapxetv. T?jv 7"€ 'AcppoOiT'YJV ovop.a';ea-eat 
7rapa xpva-1]v EK 7rapa-

Kat 7T€0£ov eivat KaAOUfLEVOV 
7i€pt ovop.a';op.eV1JV Mwp.ep.cptv. 

9 Ta 'Te 1rep/. Tov !:l.ta Kat '' Hpav p.v(}oA.o'You-
p.eva 7rep/. Kat AWto7r£av 
EK01Jp.£av EKeteev av'TOV fL€'T€V€"fKEtV' KaT' EVtaV'TOV 
ryap 7rap?t 'TOV vewv 'TOU 
7repatouueat Tov 7rO'Tap.ov Atf3u1Jv, Kat 

(} ' r 1 ' 1"'\. ' 1 rk r 't: fi.€ 7Ta"'tv E7TtU'Tp€'t'f!tV, 
Tou Beou T?jv Te uvvovuiav 

'TWV eewv 'TOU'TWV, EV 7raV1J"fUP€Ut 'TWV vawv 
) }'"_ I , ,.#.. I ) Jl )/ (} avaKop.t.,op.evwv ap.'t'o'Tepwv av eut 

7rav'Toiot<; v7ro Twv [epewv KaTeu'Tpwp.€vov. 
98. Kat. AvKoUp"fOV oe Kat ITA.a'TWVa Kat ::SoA.wva 

7roA.A.?t 'TWV Jg Al"/u7T'Tov vop.£p.wv el<; Ta<; €avn7w 
2 vop.o(}eu[a<;. llu(Ja'Yopav Te 'Ttt KaTa 

'TOV iepov AO"fOV Kat 'Ta KaT a "f€WfL€Tp£av 
Kat 'Ttt 7T€pL TOV<; aptB p.ou<;, en oe el<; 7iav 
';ipov p.aBe'iv 1rap' Al'Yv-

a 7iT£(J)V, U7TOAap.fJdvovut o€ KaL !:l.1JfLOKpt'TOV 7rap' 
aVTOt<; en] OtaTpt'frat 7ifVT€ Kat 7ToA.A.a Otoa-
xBijvat 'TWV Ka'Ta au'TpoA.o'Yiav. 'TOV 'T€ 

Olv07TLOTJV op.oiw<; uvvota'Tpi'fraVTa TOt<; iepeuut 

1 A reference to the epithet constantly used by Homer to 
describe Aphrodite. 
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wife of Thon; for, they allege, even to this day the 
women of this city use this powerful remedy, and in 
ancient times, they say, a drug to cure anger and 
sorrow was discovered exclusively among the women 
of Diospolis ; but Thebes and Diospolis, they add, 
are the same city. Again, Aphrodite is called 
" golden " 1 by the natives in accordance with an 
old tradition, and near the city which is called 
Momemphis there is a plain " of golden Aphrodite." 
Likewise, the myths which are related about the 
dalliance of Zeus and Hera and of their journey to 
Ethiopia he also got from Egypt; for each year 
among the Egyptians the shrine of Zeus is carried 
across the river into Libya and then brought back 
some days later, as if the god were arriving from 
Ethiopia ; and as for the dalliance of these deities, 
in their festal gatherings the priests carry the shrines 
of both to an elevation that has been strewn with 
flowers of every description.2 

98. Lycurgus also and Plato and Solon, they say, 
incorporated many Egyptian customs into their own 
legislation. And Pythagoras from E!5yptians 
his teachings about the gods, his geometrical pro-
positions and theory of numbers, as well as the trans-
migration of the soul into every living thing. Demo-
critus 3 also, as they assert, spent five years among 
them and was instructed in many matters relating 
to astrology. Oenopides likewise passed some time 

2 The Homeric passage which Diodorus has in mind is in the 
14th Book of the Iliad (ll. 346 ff.): "The son of Kronos 
clasped his consort in his arms. And beneath them the divine 
earth sent forth fresh new grass, and dewy lotus, and crocus, 
and hyacinth, thick and soft .. .',' 

a Democritus of Abdera, the d1stmgmshed scientist of the 
fifth century B.c., author of the "atomic" theory. 
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1 Oenopides of Chios was a mathematician and astronomer 
of the fifth century B.o. According to this statement he 
observed the obliquity of the ecliptic, which we now know to 
be about 23!0 • The fact that the sun's motion on the celestial 
sphere is slower than that of the stars causes an apparently 
retrograde movement of the sun relative to the stars. 

2 Doubtless the cult statue. 
8 The following sentences are perplexing. The translator is 

comforted by the knowledge that they have vexed others who 
are. more experienced both in Egyptian art and in Greek. 
This passage has been discussed last by Heinrich Schafer 
(V on iigyptischer Ku.nst3, Leipzig, 1930, pp. 350-51), and the 
remarks and translation of so distinguished an authority on 
Egyptian art deserve to be cited, and in the original. 
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with the priests and astrologers and learned among 
other things about the orbit of the sun, that it has 
an oblique course and moves in a direction opposite 
to that ofthe other stars.1 Like the others, Eudoxus 
studied astrology with them and acquired a notable 
fame for the great amount of useful knowledge which 
he disseminated among the Greeks. 

Also of the ancient sculptors the most renowned so-
journed among them, namely, Telecles and Theodorus, 
the sons of Rhoecus, who executed for the people 
of Samos the wooden 2 statue of the Pythian Apollo. 
For one half of the statue, as the account is given, 
was worked by Telecles in Samos, and the other half 
was finished by his brother Theodorus at Ephesus ; 
and when the two parts were brought together they 
fitted so perfectly that the whole work had the 
appearance of having been done by one man. This 3 

" Ich wiirde die Stelle aus Diodor dem Sizilier (urn 50 v. 
Chr.), die nicht so einfach ist wie sie scheint, am liebsten nur 
griechisch 1!-bdrucken, aber damit ware dem Leser nicht 
gedient; ich muss zeigen, wie ich sie auffasse. W. Schubart 
und U.v. Wilamowitz bin ich dafiir dankbar, dass sie, denen 
der agyptische Sachverhalt nicht so klar vor Augen steht, mich 
an einigen Stelleu davor bewahrt haben, ihn in Diodors Worte 
hineinzudeuten. Ein Trost in meiner Verlegenheit ist mir 
gewesen, dass v. Wilamowitz mir schrieb, 'Die Vbersetzung 
der Diodorstelle ist in der Tat knifflich, da er seine Vorlage, 
Heraklit [a slip of the pen for" Hecatae¥ "-Tr.] von Abdera 
(um 300 v. Chr. ), verschwommen wiedergibt und iiberhaupt ein 
so miserabler Skribent ist.' I eh wage folgende freie Uber· 
setzung: 

" •.• Dieses Werkverfahren (namlich Sta.tuen aus einzeln 
gefertigen Halften zusammenzusetzen) soli. bei den Hellenen 
nirgends in Gebrauch sein, dagegen bei den Agyptern meistens 
angewendet werden. (Nur dort sei es denkbar.) Bei ihnen 
namlich bestimme man den symmetrischen Bau der Statuen 
nicht nach der freien Entscheidung des Auges, wie bei den 
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Hellenen, sondern, nachdem man die Blocke hingelegt und 
gesondert zugerichtet habe, hielten sich die Arbeiter dann 
jeder innerhalb seiner Halfte, aber anch in bezug auf 
andere, an diesel ben Verhaltnisse von den kleinsten bis zu den 

.Tei!en. Sie ze!legten die. Htihe des ganzen 
Korpers m emnndzwanz1g nnd em Vwrtel Tmle, und erreichten 
so den symmetrischen Aufbau der Menschengestalt. Hatten 
sich also .(beiden) Bildha11:er einmal iiber die Grosse (der 

geemigt,,so stimmten.sie, selbst von einander getrennt, 
die Emzelmasse 1hrer Werkteile so genan zueinander, dass man 
ganz verbliifft sei iiber dieses ihr eigentiimliches Verfahren. 
So bestehe das Kultbild in Samos, etc." 

1 N0 explanation of the "twenty-one and one-fourth" 
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method of working is practised nowhere among the 
Greeks, but is followed generally among the Egyp-
tians. For with them the symmetrical proportions 
of the statues are not fixed in accordance with the 
appearance they present to the artist's eye, as is 
done among the Greeks, but as soon as they lay out 
the stones and, after apportioning them, are ready 
to work on them, at that stage they take the pro-
portions, from the smallest parts to the largest; 
for, dividing the structure of the entire body into 
twenty-one parts and one-fourth 1 in addition, they 
express in this way the complete figure in its sym-
metrical proportions. Consequently, so soon as the 
artisans agree as to the size of the statue, they 
separate and proceed to turn out the various sizes 
assigned to them, in such a way that they correspond, 
and they do it so accurately that the peculiarity of 
their system excites amazement.2 And the wooden 
statue in Samos, in conformity with the ingenious 
method of the Egyptians, was cut into two parts 
from the top of the head down to the private parts 

parts has been found in any modern writer. W. Deonna 
(Dedale ou la Statue de la Grece Archaique, 2 vols., Paris 1930) 
translates this sentence, and then adds (1. p. 229): ;,Mais 
!'etude de l'art egyptien revcle que celui-ci a connu, comme 
tout autre art, des proportions tres variables, tan tot courtes 
tantOt elancees, suivant les temps, et sou vent a meme epoque' 
et qn'il n'est pas possible de fixer un canon precis." ' 

2 Since the Egyptian artist had no idea of perspective, each 
part of a or ea?h member of a group, was portrayed as 
If seen from drrectly m front. Therefore the first training of 
an artist consisted in the making of the separate members of 
the. body, which accounts for the many heads, hands, legs, feet, 
which come from the Egyptian schools of art. Schafer (l.c., 
p. 316, cp. p. 389) suggests that this practice may have given 
Diodorus the idea that the Egyptians made their statues out 
of previously prepared blocks of stone. 

339 



DIODORUS OF SICILY 

10 

340 

BOOK I. 98. 9-1o 

and the statue was divided in the middle, each part 
exactly matching the other at every point. And 
they say that this statue is for the most part rather 
similar to those of Egypt, as having the arms stretched 
stiffly down the sides and the legs separated in a 
stride. 

Now regarding Egypt, the events which history 
records and the things that deserve to be mentioned, 
this account is sufficient; and we shall present in the 
next Book, in keeping with our profession at the 
beginning of this Book, the events and legendary 
accounts next in order, beginning with the part 
played by the Assyrians in Asia. 
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Taoe lveunv ev Tfi OeiJTepq, TWV 

tlcoowpov (3t{JAwv 

II£pi N[J,ou Tov trpWTov {3autA£vuavTos KaTa T"1]v 'Au{av 
Kat TWV vtr' avTOV trpax(JlvTWV. . 

II£pt rijs l£p.tpap.t8os y£vlu£wr; Kat tr£pt 

'Os N{vos b {3aut'A.dJs EY'IP.£ l£p.lpap.tv 8ta 

'Os l£p.lpap.ts N {vov TrJV 
{3aut'A.dav tro'A.'A.as Kat p.Eya.Aas ltr£nAiuaTo. 

KTLCTtS Ba{3v'A.wvor; Kat rijs KaT' 
<brayy£Ala.1 

II£pt TOV Kp£p.auTov A£yop.(vou Kat TWV d.\'A.wv 
Tow KaTa Ba{3vA.wv{av 

lTpan{a l£p.tpap.t8os £is AlyvtrTov Kat AUhotrlav, En 
8£ TrJV 'I 

II£pt Twv &..troyovwv Tavnr; 2 Twv {3aut'A.£vuavTwv KaTa 
'Au{av Kat rijr; KaT' avrovs T£ Kat P'l-6vp.{ar;. 

'Os ECTXaTos lap8avatraAAos b {3autA£v; 8ta 
&..tri{3a'A£ vtro 'Ap{3aKov Tov 

II£pt TWV Xa'A.8a{wv Kat rijs Twv . auTpwv. 
II£pt Twv {3aut'A.iwv Twv Kara M7JUav Kat rijs trEpt 

Tovrwv 8ta<f>wvlas trapa To'is iuropwypa<f>ots. 
II£pt TOtr08£rrlas Kat TWV KaTa T1]v xwpav 

<f>vop.ivwv Kat Twv trap' 'Iv8ol:s vop.{p.wv. 

1 lurayy•JI.Ia omitted by D, Vogel. 
8 xal after -ra6-r11s deleted by Dindorf. 
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CONTENTS OF THE SECOND BOOK 
OF DIODORUS 

On Ninus, the first king in Asia, and his deeds 
(chaps. 1-3). 

On the birth of Semiramis and her rise (chaps. 
4-5). 

How King Ninus married Semiramis because of 
her outstanding ability (chap. 6). 

How Semiramis, ascending the throne on the death 
of Ninus, accomplished many great deeds (chap. 7). 

The founding of Babylon and an account of its 
building (chaps. 7 -9). 

On the hanging garden, as it is called, and the 
other astonishing things in Babylonia (chaps. 10-13). 

The campaign of Semiramis against Egypt, 
Ethiopia, and India (chaps. 14-20). 

On her descendants who were kings in Asia and 
their luxury and sluggishness (chaps. 21-22). 

How Sardanapallus, the last king, because of his 
luxuriousness lost his throne to Arbaces the Mede 
(chaps. 23-28). 

On the Chaldaeans and their observation of the 
stars (chaps. 29-31). 

On the kings of Media and the disagreement of 
historians upon them (chaps. 32-34). 

On the topography of India and the products of 
the land, and on the customs of the Indians (chaps. 
35--42). 
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'AI.w,ovwll 'Y1r•pf3op£wv. 
IlEpl 'Apa{3£as KaL rWv KaT' cflvop.lvwv Kal 

p.v8oA.oyovp.lvwv. 
IT•p£ Twv n]uwv Twv Ell TV p.Eu1Jp.f3p{Cf KaTa TOll wKmvoll 

•vp•8uuwv. 

CONTENTS OF THE SECOND BOOK 

On the Scythians, Amazons, and Hyperboreans 
(chaps. 43-47). 

On Arabia, and the products of the land and its 
legends (chaps. 48-54). 

On the islands which have been discovered to the 
south in the ocean (chaps. 55-60). 
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1. 'H JLeV 7rpo mvTrJ'> {3i{3A.oc; rf]c; ()A.'Y)c; uvv-
ovua 7rpW'T'Y) 7r€PtEXEL 'Ttl<; Ka'T' AtryV'lT"TOV 

EV ale; V7rapxet Ta 'T€ 7rept 'TWV ()€WV 
7Tap' Alryv7Trlotc; fLVBoA.oryovJLEVa Kat 7T€pt rijc; 'Tov 
NtdA.ov fjJvuGwc; Kat 'TaA.A.a 'Ttl 7TGp£ Tov 'lT"OTaJLov 
rovrov 7rpc c; o€ 'Tovrotc; 7r€pi 
'T€ 'Tf]<; Ka'T' A1ryv7rTOV xwpac; Kat TWV apxalwv 
/:) "\ I \ t ,J..' t I ()I t t <:' \ fJaG'ti\.€WV 'Ta V't' €/CaUTOV 7rpax EVTa. Es 'Y)'> 0€ 

Kareraxe1Juav a[ KarauK€vat rwv 7rvpaJLiOwv 
TWV EV TOt') E7TTa eavjta/;ojtEVOt<; 

2 epryot<;. f7T€tTa 1 7T€pt 'TWV VOJ.l.WV Kat 
TWV Ot!CaU71Jpiwv, f'Tt o€ 'TWV afjJtepWfLEVWV l;q;wv 
7Tap' Alryv7Triot<; 'Ttl eavjta/;ojtEVa, 7Tpoc; o€ TOVTOt<; 
ra 7T€pt TWV T€T€A€VT'Y)ICO'TWV VOJ.Llf.la, /Cat TWV 

8uot 'TWV E'lrt 7Tatoetq. eavjta/;oJLEVWV 
7Tapaf3aA.ovrec; €le; Airyv7Trov Kal. 7ToA.'Aa 'TWV 
XP'YJULJ.Lwv J.Laeovr€c; €le; 'E'AA.aoa. 

3 EV TaV'TTJ o' avarypatoJLEV Ttl<; Ka'Ttl 'Au£av 
ryeVOJLEI'a<; EV ro'ic; apxaiot<; xpovot<;, 'T1JV 

U7TO rf]c; TWV • Auuvpiwv TJ'Y€JLOVLa<; 7TOt'Y)-
UUf1.€VOt. 

4 To 7raA.atov ro[vvv Kara 'TfJV 'Auiav v7rf]pxov 
eryxwptot {3autA.€'ic;, wv oih€ e7rtu1Jf10'> oih€ 
OVOJ.La f1.V1JJLOV€V€Tat. 7rpwroc; o€ TWV €le; luropiav 
Kat fLVtlfL1JV 7rapa0GOOJLEVWV Nivoc; a /3autA.euc; 
'Twv 'Auuvpiwv JLeryaA.ac; e7rereA.euaro· 
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THE preceding Book, being the first of the whole 
work, embraces the facts which concern Egypt, among 
which are included both the myths related by the 
Egyptians about their gods and about the nature 
of the Nile, and the other marvels which are told 
about this river, as well as a description of the land 
of Egypt and the acts of each of their ancient kings. 
Next in order came the structures known as the 
pyramids, which are listed among the seven wonders 
of the world. After that we discussed such matters 
connected with the laws and the courts oflaw, and also 
with the animals which are considered sacred among 
the Egyptians, as excite admiration and wonder, 
also their customs with respect to the dead, and then 
named such Greeks as were noted for their learning, 
who, npon visiting Egypt and being instructed in 
many useful things, thereupon transferred them to 
Greece. And in this present Book we shall set forth 
the events which took place in Asia in the ancient 
period, beginning with the time when the Assyrians 
were the dominant power. 

In the earliest age, then, the kings of Asia were 
native-born, and in connection with them no memory 
is preserved of either a notable deed or a personal 
name. The first to be handed down by tradition 
to history and memory for us as one who achieved 
great deeds is Ninus, king of the Assyrians, and of him 

1 r,..<m> Bekker, Vogel: a€ D, Dindorf. 
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7r€pt ov 'Tfl Ka'Tfl J.LEpo<; ava"fpacpetv 'TT'EtpaaoJ.LeBa. 
"fEVoJ.Levo<; 'YaP cpvuet 7roA.eJ.LtKo<; Kat l;'Y]A.onh> 'Tij<; 
apeTij<; KaBw7rA.tae TWV VEWV TOU<; KpaTtUTOV<;' 
"fVJ.Waaa<; /3' avTov<; 7rAeiova xpovov 
f'TT'O{'Y}U€ 7rUUIJ KaKo7raBfiq Kat 7rOA€J.LlKOt<; KtV-

5 /3vvot<;. UVUT'Y}Uaf.J-EVO<; OUV UTpaTCJ7r€/3ov 
AO"fOV avp.J.Laxiav 1rpo<; 'Apta'iov TOV 
/3aatA.€a 'Tij<; 'Apa/3ia<;, P) Ka'T' €Keivov<; 'TO V<; 
XPOVOL<; €i3oK€l aA.Kip.wv avi3pwv. lan 

Kat KaBoA.ov TouTo 'TO lBvo> cptA.t:A.evBepov Kat 
K.arr' oUS€va Tp07TOV 7rpocr'SEX0f.l-EVOV f7r1]A.Vv 
iJ'YEJ.LOVa. i3t01rFP ovB' oi TWV Tiepawv /3aatA.e'i> 
vaTEpov oi58' oi Twv MaKei3ovwv, Ka£1rep 1rA.e'iaTov 
laxvaavTe<;, TovTo TO €Bvo<; KtlTa-

6 oovA.waaaBat. KaBoA.ov 'Yap 1] 'Apa{3ia i3va7roA.€-
J.L'YJTo> €an i3vvap.eat i3u1. To Tryv 
ep'Y}fLOV auTij<; eivat, Thv avu/3pov Kat /3tetf..Y]p.-

' ,.k I I \ I ,.. flEV'YJV 't'peaat KEKPVfLJ.LEVot<; Kat p.ovot<; Tot<; 
7 €'Yxwp£ot<; 'Yvwptl;oJ.Lf.vot<;. o /3' ovv Twv 'Aaavpiwv 

/3aatA.ev<; N[vo<; Tov i3vvaaTEvovTa Twv 'Apa/3wv 
1rapaA.a/36Jv fUTpaT€VUE fL€Tfl 7rOAAij<; /3vvaJ.LEW<; 
f'TT't Ba/3vA.wviov<; KaTOlKOVVTa<; Of.J-Opov xwpaV' 
KaT' fKEivov<; /3€ TOV<; xpovov<; 1] vvv ovaa Baf3v-
A.6Jv auK fKTlUJ.LEVTJ, KaTfl /3€ TTJV Ba{3vA.wviav 
1mi]pxov aA.A.at 1roA.etc; /;q/3iwc; /3€ 
XHpwaaw;vo<; TOV'> €'Yxwpiov<; i3ul To Twv €v ro'i<; 
'TT'OAEfLOt<; Ktvi3vvwv U7re£pw<; exetv, TOVTOt<; fLEV 

TeA.e'iv KaT' €vtaUTOV wptap.€vov<; cpopovc;, 
rov /3aatA.€a TWV KaTa7roAEJ.LTJBEvTwv A.a{36Jv 

8 fl-ETfl TWV TfKVWV alxfl-aAWTOV U7T'EKT€tv€. fLETfl 
TaVTa 1roA.A.o'ic; El<; TTJV 'App.eviav €11--

/3aA.6Jv Kai nva<; Twv 1roA.ewv £ivaaTarovc; 
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we shall now endeavour to give a detailed account. 
For being by nature a warlike man and emulous of 
valour, he supplied the strongest of the young men 
with arms, and by training them for a considerable 
time he accustomed them to every hardship and all 
the dangers of war. And when now he had collected 
a notable army, he formed an alliance with Ariaeus, 
the king of Arabia, a country which in those times 
seems to have abounded in brave men. Now, in 
general, this nation is one which loves freedom and 
under no circumstances submits to a foreign ruler; 
consequently neither the kings of the Persians at a 
later time nor those of the Macedonians, though the 
most powerful of their day, were ever able to enslave 
this nation. For Arabia is, in general, a diflicult 
country for a foreign army to campaign in, part of it 
being desert and part of it waterless and supplied 
at intervals with wells which are hidden and known 
only to the natives.1 Ninus, however, the king of the 
Assyrians, taking along the ruler of the Arabians as 
an ally, made a campaign with a great army against 
the Babylonians whose country bordered upon his-in 
those times the present city of Babylon had not yet 
been founded, but there were other notable cities in 
Babylonia-and after easily subduing the inhabitants 
of that region because of their inexperience in the 
dangers of war, he laid upon them the yearly payment 
of fixed tributes, but the king of the conquered, 
whom he took captive along with his children, he put 
to death. Then, invading Armenia in great force 
and laying waste some of its cities, he struck terror 

1 Arabia and its peoples are more fully described in chaps. 
48 fl. 
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... '1: ' , ' ' ' Q ... ' KaT€7TI\.I)'i,aTO TOV<; Ol07rep 0 

aVTWV opwv aUTOV OVK lfvm, 
JLETtt 1roA.A.wv owpwv am}vnwe Kat 1rav il!f>7Jue 

9 7TOltJU€W TO 7rpouTaTTOf.LEVOV. 0 o€ N£vo<; }-t<'ya· 
A.o'frvxw<; avT(p Te 
UUV€XWP7JU€V apxetv Kat !J>[A.ov OVTa 7rEJ-t7retlJ 
uTpanav Kat TrJv XDP1J"'£av T(p cr!f>eTeprp crTpaTo-
7TEOrp. ad o€ JLUAAOV EcrTpaTEucrev elr; 

lO n]v M17oiav. o o€ TaVT'YJ'> {3acrtA.evr; cf.>apvor; 
0UVafl€l Ka£ Aet!J>Be£<;, 

TWV 7"€ crTpaTlWTWV TOV<; 7TA€LOU<; 1 a7re/3aA.e Kal. 
auTo<; }-t€Ta TEKVWV E7TTa Kat "fUVatKO<; alxw1A.wTO<; 
A.7J!f>Bdr; avecrmupwB7J. 

2. Oihw o€ TWV 7rpa"f}-tUTWV T(p Nivrp 7rpo-
xwpovVTWV 0€1VIJV €mBvflfav ecrxe TOU KaTa-
crTpe'ljrauBat 'Acrfav &1racrav €vTo<; 
TavatOo<; Kat N ei'Aov· wr; €1ri7rav 7ap To£<; evTv-
xoucrtv n TWV 7rPU"/}-taTWV ei5pota 2 TOV 
7rAeiovo<; €7rtBvttiav 7rap£crT1)CJ't. Oto7rep Tij<; JLEV 
M1]Uar; craTpU1T7JV eva TWV 7rep£ avToV !f>£A.wv 
KaTECJ'TI)UfV, aUTO<; o' E7TV€l Ttt Kant 'Acr£av 
€Bv1] KaTacrTpe!J>oJL€VO<;, Kat xpovov E7TTaKatoe-
Kaen] rcaTavaA.wuar; 'Ivowv real. BaKTptavwv 

2 TWV aAAWV a1TaVTWV KVpto<; E"fEVETO. Tas JLEV 
ovv KaB' eKacrTa ttaxar; TOV aptB fLOV a1TUVTWV 
Twv KaTa7roA.ett'Y)BevTwv ovodr; Twv crv'Y"/Pa!f>ewv 
aVE"fpa'ljre, Ttt o' E1TlCJ'1]}-tOTaTa TWV €Bvwv aKo-
A.ov8wr; KT1Jcr£q, T(p Kvtoirp wetpacrottd)a crvvToJ-tw<; 
e7rtOpatte'iv. 

3 KaTecrTpe'ljraTo tt€v 7ap Try<; 1rapa8aA.an£ov 

1 Tril.eious Vogel: 1ri\eiu-rous Vulgate, Bekker, Dindorf. 
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into the inhabitants; consequently their king 
Barzanes, realizing that he was no match for him in 
battle, met him with many presents and announced 
that he would obey his every command. But Ninus 
treated him with great magnanimity, and agreed that 
he should not only continue to rule over Armenia 
but should also, as his friend, furnish a contingent 
and supplies for the Assyrian army. And as his power 
continually increased, he made a campaign against 
Media. And the king of this country, Pharnus, 
meeting him in battle with a formidable force, was 
defeated, and he both lost the larger part of his 
soldiers, and himself, being taken captive along with 
his seven sons and wife, was crucified. 

2. Since the undertakings ofNinus were prospering 
in this way, he was seized with a powerful desire to 
subdue all of Asia that lies between the Tanals 1 and 
the Nile; for, as a general thing, when men enjoy 
good fortune, the steady current of their success 
prompts in them the desire for more. Consequently 
he made one of his friends sa trap of Media, while he 
himself set about the task of subduing the nations of 
Asia, and within a period of seventeen years he became 
master of them all except the Indians and Bactrians. 
Now no historian has recorded the battles with each 
nation or the number of all the peoples conquered, 
but we shall undertake to run over briefly the most 
important nations, as given in the account of Ctesias 
of Cnidus.2 

Of the lands which lie on the sea and of the others 

1 The Don. 
2 On Ctesias see the Introduction, pp. xxvi-xxvii. 

2 Herwerden : brippo<a. 
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Tij<; CTuvexov<; xwpar:; 'TE A't"fU7T'TOV Kat 
cf>otvlK'f/V, o€ KolA.,v KtA.tKLaV 
Ilap,cfwXlav Ka£ AvKlav, 7Tpor; of. mvrat,- Te 

Kaplav Kat cf>pu"/iav 1 Kat AuOiav, 7TpoCT'f/"fU"fE'TO 
o€ 'TE T prpaoa Ka£ lcp' 'EXA'I]CT7TOV'T(J) 
m. ' ' II ' B 0 ' ' K ' Kat po7Tovnoa Kat t uvtav Kat a7T-
7TaDoKlav Kat Ta KaTa Tov Ilovrov {3ap{3apa 
Ka'TotKOVV'Ta Tava;;So,, fKVpLEVCTE o€ Tf,<; 

T€ KaoovCTlrov xwpa<; Kat Ta7Tvprov, o' 
'TpKavlrov l::ipa"f'YWV, 7TpO<; o€ 'TOVTOt<; 
!1ep/3£Krov Kapp,avlrov Xropop,valroz', 
Oe BopKavlrov IlapOualrov, f7Tf,X0e of. 

IlepCT[oa Kat Kat 
KaCT7TtavJjv, el<; elCTtv elCT/3o)..a£ CTTeval 

7Tavn:)..wr;, oto 7TpoCTa"fopevovrat KaCT7Ttat 
4 7TVA.at. 7TOAACt oe Kat ClX.)..a 'TWV fAa'T'TOVWV 
€0vwv 7TpoCT7J"fU"fETo, 7rep£ 6Jv p,aKpov e't7J 
AE"fELV. Tf,<; o€ BaK'Tptav1]<; OVCT'f/<; 0UCTELCT/30AOU 
Kat p,ax£p,rov avopwv fXOVCT'IJ<;, 
-;ro)..)..{J, i17TpaKTO<; f"/EVE'TO, 'TOV f'EV 7rpO<; 
BaKTptavov<; 7TOA€f'OV el<; lTepov ave/3aA€'TO 
Katpov, 'Tft<; of. ouvap,et<; ava'Ya"fWV el<; 
'A ' •t:" 't: , "() ' • .,. CTCTIIptaV Es€1\.E!,aTO 'T07TOV EU E'TOV Et<; 7TO/\.€(J)<; 

f'E"fUA'f/<; KTiCTtV. 
3. 'E7TtcpaveCTTaTa<; 'Yap TWV 7rpo avTov 

Kan:tp"faCT p,€vo<; ni'll.ttea tJTTJV KTLCTat TO 
f'E"feflo<; 7TOALV WCT'TE p,ovov elvat f'E'Yl-

I ) ""' \ "' \ ' I CT'T'f/V 'TWV 'TOTE OUCT(J)V Ka'Ta 7TaCTaV 'TTJV OtKOVf'EV'f/V, 
a)..)..a P,'f/OE 'TWV p,eTa"fEVECT'TEprov lTEpov f7Tt/3a)..o-

2 p,evov paOiro<; {mep0€CT0at. Tov p,ev ovv TWV 
{3aCTtAEa owpot<; tea£ )..acpvpot<; 

p,e"faAo7Tpe7TeCTtv p.eTa lolar; CTTpaTta<; 
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which border on these, Ninus subdued Egypt and 
Phoenicia, then Coele-Syria, Cilicia, Pamphylia, and 
Lycia, and also Caria, Phrygia, and Lydia; moreover, 
he brought under his sway the Troad, Phrygia on 
the Hellespont, Propontis, Bithynia, Cappadocia, and 
all the barbarian nations who inhabit the shores of 
the Pontus as far as the Tanais; he also made him-
selflord of the lands of the Cadusii, Tapyri, Hyrcanii, 
Drangi, of the Derbici, Carmanii, Choromnaei, and 
of the Borcanii, and Parthyaei ; and he invaded both 
Persis and Susiana and Caspiana, as it is called, which 
is entered by exceedingly narrow passes, known for 
that reason as the Caspian Gates. Many other 
lesser nations he also brought under his rule, about 
whom it would be a long task to speak. But since 
Bactriana was difficult to invade and contained 
multitudes of warlike men, after much toil and 
labour in vain he deferred to a later time the war 
against the Bactriani, and leading his forces back 
into Assyria selected a place excellently situated for 
the founding of a great city. 

3. For having accomplished deeds more notable 
than those of any king before him, he was eager to 
found a city of such magnitude, that not only would 
it be the largest of any which then existed in the whole 
inhabited world, but also that no other ruler of a later 
time should, if he undertook such a task, find it easy 
to surpass him. Accordingly, after honouring the 
king of the Arabians with gifts and rich spoils from 
his wars, he dismissed him and his contingent to 

1 Kat Mvulav after (J>pvy{av, omitted by D, is deleted by 
Kallenberg, Textkritik und Sprachgebrauch Diodora, 1. 4. 

355 



DIODORUS OF SICILY 

1 The city of Nineveh, which Jay on the east bank of the 
Tigris, not on the Euphrates. Strabo (16. l. 3) says that it 
was " much greater'' than Babylon, whose circuit, as given 
below (7. 3), was 360 stades. 

2 It is believed with reason that behind the mythical figure 
of Semiramis, made famous by Greek and Roman legend, 
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return to their own country and then, gathering his 
forces from every quarter and all the necessary 
material, he founded on the Euphrates river a city 1 

which was well fortified with walls, giving it the form 
of a rectangle. The longer sides of the city were 
each one hundred and fifty stades in length, and the 
shorter ninety. And so, since the total circuit 
comprised four hundred and eighty stades, he was 
not disappointed in his hope, since a city its equal, 
in respect to either the length of its circuit or the 
magnificence of its walls, was never founded by any 
man after his time. For the wall had a height of 
one hundred feet and its width was sufficient for three 
chariots abreast to drive upon; and the sum total of 
its towers was one thousand five hundred, and their 
height was two hundred feet. He settled in it 
both Assyrians, who constituted the majority of the 
population and had the greatest power, and any who 
wished to come from all other nations. And to the 
city he gave his own name, Ninus, and he included 
within the territory of its colonists a large part of 
the neighbouring country. 

4. Since after the founding of this city Ninus made 
a campaign against Bactriana, where he married 
Semiramis,2 the most renowned of all women of whom 
we have any record, it is necessary first of all to tell 
how she rose from a lowly fortune to such fame. 

"a sort of Assyrian Catherine II, distinguished equally in war 
and for sensuality'' (How and Wells, A Gfm!mentary on H erodo-
tus, 1. p. 143), lies the historical Sammu-ramat, who was 
queen-regent in the opening years of the reign of her son 
Adad-uirari III, 811-782 B.o. About her in the course of the 
centuries gathered many attributes of the Babylonian goddess 
Ishtar; her son greatly extended the Assyrian power (see 
The Cambridge Ancient History, 3. pp. 27 f., 183-4). 
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2 Kara 2-vp[av roivvv eun 7TOAL<; 'AuKaAWV, 
raVT'T}'> OVK a7Tw(JEv A.[f.LV'T} f.L€"/UA'T] /3aBe'ia 

A I ' f), ' f' , , 7T 'TJP'TJ'> vwv. 7rapa oe ravrryv V7TapxEL re-
f.LEvor:; Bear:; E7Tt</Javov<>, o£ 
tlepK€TOlJV" aVT'T} o€ TO f.L€V 7rp0CTW7TOV 

TO o' aA.A.o CTWf.La 7TaV lxBvo<> Ota rtva<> 
3 rotaura<> alria<>. f.LVBoA.oryovutv o[ A.orytwrarot 

rwv Jryxwpiwv 'A<fJpo'Oirryv 7rpouKoyauav rfj 
7rpoetp'T];LEVTJ Be!j OElVOV Ef.L/3aA.e'iv epwra 
T£V0'> TWV Bvovrwv OVK aetOOV'>" o€ AepKETOVV 
f.Ltrye'iuav rip Ivprp f.L€v Ovryar€pa, Karat-
uxvvBe'iuav o' E7Tt TOt'> TOV f.LfV 
veav[CTKOV a</Javiuat, TO o€ 7rat0iov €t'> nva<> 

7T€TpWO€t'> T07TOV<; eavn/v 
o€ aluxvvryv Kat AV7T1]V piyauav elr:; 
A.[f.LV'YJV f.L€TaCTX'YJf.LartuBijvat rov rov CTWf.Laror:; 
TV7TOV ei<> lxBvv- OtO Kat TOV<; -:ivpovr:; TOV 
vvv a7Texeu0at rourov TOV Kat Ttf.LaV TOV<; 

4 ZxBvr:; wr:; Beovr:;. 7Tep£ o€ TOV T07TOV 07TOV TO 
(3p€<fJor:; Jger€Bry 7repturepwv Jvveor-

1 lt \ 1 t \ 1 TEVOVTO<; 7Tapaoo5 W<; V7TO TOVTWV 
TO 7rat0iov Otarpe</J€u0at· rar:; f.LfV rylip ra'ir:; 
1rr€pvgt 7reptexovuar:; ro uwf.La rov (3p€</Jovr:; 
7TavraxoBev rll<; o' EK TWV uvveryryvr:; 
€1ravA.ewv, o1rore rovr:; re /3ovKoA.ovr:; 
Kat TOV<; aA.A.ovr:; VOf.L€tr:; a7TOVTar:;,2 €v rip CTTOf.LaTt 
<fJepouuar:; ryaA.a otarp€qmv 7rapaurasouuar:; ava 

1 So Rhodomann: iJCOi!vat lv oTs ?roll.ll.ov 1rll.-/jOovs 7rEp<UTEpwv 
lvvouueuetv •lw06Tos Tporpfis JCal ITWT71pias Tvx•<v TO 
fJp<rpos ("where a great multitude of doves were wont to 
have their nests and where the babe came upon nourish-
ment and safety in an astounding manner"). Almost the 
very same words are repeated in the following sentence. 
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Now there is in Syria a city known as Ascalon, and 
not far from it a large and deep lake, full of fish. On 
its shore is a precinct of a famous goddess whom the 
Syrians call Derceto ; 1 and this goddess has the head 
of a woman but all the rest of her body is that of a 
fish, the reason being something like this. The 
story as given by the most learned of the inhabitants 
of the region is as follows: Aphrodite, being offended 
with this goddess, inspired in her a violent passion 
for a certain handsome youth among her votaries ; 
and Derceto gave herself to the Syrian and bore a 
daughter, but then, filled with shame of her sinful 
deed, she killed the youth and exposed the child 
in a rocky desert region, while as for herself, from 
shame and grief she threw herself into the lake and 
was changed as to the form of her body into a fish ; 
and it is for this reason that the Syrians to this day 
abstain from this animal and honour their fish as gods. 
But about the region where the babe was exposed 
a great multitude of doves had their nests, and by 
them the child was nurtured in an astounding and 
miraculous manner ; for some of the doves kept the 
body of the babe warm on all sides by covering it 
with their wings, while others, when they observed 
that the cowherds and the other keepers were absent 
from the nearby steadings, brought milk therefrom 
in their beaks and fed the babe by putting it drop 

1 Another name for the Phoenician Astarte. Herodotus 
(1. 105) calls the goddess of Ascalon the "Heavenly Aphro-
dite." 

2 a?r6v.,-as Ursinus, Vogel: omitted ACDFG; ll.m6vTas all 
other MSS., Bekker, Dindorf. 
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5 fLErYOV TWV XEtA/dV. E!Jtava-[ov o€ TOU 'TratO[ou 
"f€110f.LEVOV Kat fYT€p€WTEpa<; Tporj.n'}<; 7rpoa-oeo-
f.LEVOV, Ta, 7repta-'T€pa, a7roKvtl;ova-a<; ti1ro Twv 
Tvpwv 7rapex<a-Bat 7pocphv apKoua-av. TOV<; oe 
VOfL€tS €7ravtfwTa<; Kat BewpovvTa<; 7rept/3e/3pw-
fLEvov<; Tau<; Tvpov<; Bavf.Ltta-at To 7rapaoogoll' 
7rapaTTJp1}a-avTa<; ouv Kat f.LaBovTa<; T;JV alTlav 

6 evpeZv TO /3pecf>o<;, Otacpepov Tip KUAA€t. eVBv<; 
oov aUTO KOf.LiuavTa<; el<; T1JV e7raUAW 0Wp1]a-aa-Bat 
Tip 7rpoeunJKOTt TWV /3aa-t"AtKwv KT1JVWV, OVOf.La 
!if.LjL(f' Kat TOVTOV aTEKVOV OVTa TO 7rat0tov 

w<; OvryaTptov fLETtt 7raa-1J<; €7rtw;A.eia<;, 
ovof.La Bef.Levov "i.ef.Lipaf.Lw, lhep €a-Tt KaTa Thv 
TWV 'i.vpwv OtUA€KTOV 7rapwVOf.LaUfLEVOV a7ro TWV 

,.., c.\ ' t ' I ,.., I f \ 7r€pta-Tepwv, a<; U'Tr €K€tVWV TWV XPDVWV Ot /CaTa 
!vptav U7raVT€<; Ot€TEA€a-av w<; Bea<; 'Ttf.LWVT€<;. 

5. Td. f.LE" ouv KaTd. Thv ryeveutv !ef.Ltpa-
f.LtDo<; fLVBoA.o"/OVfL€Va a-xeoov TauT' eunv. 
o' auTIJ<; EXOVUT)<; ryajLOV Kat Tip KaAA€t 
1roA.v Td.<; li"A"Aa<; 1rapO€vov<; Dtacpepovu1)<;, a7re-
ura"A!J 7rapd. /3aut"A€w<; {mapxo<; E7rtUK€,YOtJ.€VO<; 
Ta /3arrtAtKa KT1JV1)' OCI'TO<; o' EKaA.e'iTo f.LEV 
VOVV1J<;, 7rpWTO<; o' ryv TWV EK TOV /3aa-t.Al/COV 
uvveopiov Kat a7raa-1J<; U7r00€0€l"/f.LEVO<; 
fmapxor;. &, KaTaA.va-a<; 1rapa Tip Kat 
e ' ' "' ' 'B 'B 1 ewp17a-a<; T'YJV .:..eptf af.LW e rJpev TJ Tft> Ka"AA.et• 
Oto Kat TOV 2.£f.Lf.La KaraOe1)8d<; aiJTip oovvat Thv 
7rap8evov ei<; "/af.LOV fVVOfLOV, a7r1}rya"/€V auThv el<; 
Nivov, Kat 'Y'Jf.La<; €'Y€"V1JU€ Suo 1ra'iDtt<;, ''t'a7raT1JV 

2 Kat 'Toaa-mJv. S€ 2.etttpafttOo<; €xovu1J<; Kat 
TctAAa aKOAou8a Tfj 7r€pt T1JV o,Ytv eimpme[q,, uuvf.-
f3awe TOll avopa 'T€AEW<; im' oeoovA.wuBat, 
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by drop between its lips. And when the child \vas a 
year old and in need of more solid nourishment, 
the doves, pecking off bits from the cheeses, supplied 
it with sufficient nourishment. Now when the keepers 
returned and saw that the cheeses had been nibbled 
about the edges, they were astonished at the strange 
happening; they accordingly kept a look-out, and 
on discovering the cause found the infant, which 
was of surpassing beauty. At once, then, bringing 
it to their steadings they turned it over to the keeper 
of the royal herds, whose name was Simmas; and 
Simmas, being childless, gave every care to the rear-
ing of the girl, as his own daughter, and called her 
Semiramis, a name slightly altered from the word 
which, in the language of the Syrians, means 
" doves," birds which since that time all the 
inhabitants of Syria have continued to honour as 
goddesses. 

5. Such, then, is in substance the story that is told 
about the birth of Semiramis. And when she had 
already come to the age of marriage and far surpassed 
all the other maidens in beauty, an officer was sent 
from the king's court to inspect the royal herds; 
his name was Onnes, and he stood first among the 
members of the king's council and had been appointed 
governor over all Syria. He stopped with Simmas, 
and on seeing Semiramis was captivated by her 
beauty; consequently he earnestly entreated Simmas 
to give him the maiden in lawful marriage and took 
her off to Ninus, where he married her and begat 
two sons, Hyapates and Hydaspes. And since the 
other qualities of Semiramis were in keeping with 
the beauty of her countenance, it turned out that 
her husband became completely enslaved by her, 
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teal. P,'T]OEV liveu eteelv'f}<; ryvwp.1]<; 7rpaTTOJJTa 
teaTeVUTOXelV fJJ 'TraCT£. 

K 81 to\ I < Q '\ I I \:'\ \ \ 
a OJJ OTJ XPOVOV 0 fJaUt"'eU<>, €7Teto'f} Ta 7Tept 
teT£UtV TT,<; op.rovvp.ou 7ro:\ero<; UVJJeTe:\eue, 

crTpaTevew BateTptavovr; e7Texelp'T}uev. 
Se Ta Te teal. TWJJ avopwv, 

of. xcf.,pav exouuav 7r0AAOV<> T07TOU<; 
a7rpou£TOV<> ou1 oxupoT'T}Ta, ICaTe:\eEev €E 
chaJJT(J)V TWV V7r' avTOV €0vwv UTpaT£(J)TWV 
7T >..F,Oor;· e7re£ ryap 7rpoTepov crTpaTelar; ci7To-

' • " to '\ '\ '\ I 1 TeTevxror; 'IJ"• eu7Tevoe 7ro"'"'a7r"'autovt 7raparyeve· 
4 u8a£ ovvap.et 7rpo<; BateTptaVlJV. uuvax8e£cr7J<:; 

Se crTpanas 7ranax68ev wr; 
KT'T}Uia<; fJJ Tat<; iuTopiat<; avaryf.'Ypacpe, 7retwv 
P,EV eteaTOV p.vpuloe<;, {7r7rfOOV of. 
p.tlj 7rAelov<; TWV erteocr£ p.vptaorov, app.aTa of. 
\:' ,/., ' ' ' '\ ' ' 

5 

ope7Tav7J.,.,opa p.ucpov a7ro"'et7rOJJTa Trov p.uptrov 
€Ea!Couirov. 

"EuTt p.EV OVV lf.7TtUTOV TOt<; avTo8ev aKOVUaUt , " . , . \:' I , To 7r"7J o<; T'T]'> crTpana<;, ov WIJV aovvaTov rye 
cpavl]ueTat TOl<; ava8eropovut TO ,.,, 'Aula<; 
p.f.rye8o<; tea£ Ta TWV teaTOLteOVVT(J)V 
€0vrov. el ryap Tt<; ate(.<; f7rl fl.ape£ou 

I \ ' I lt' \ \ uTpaTetav f.LeTa ory Ol]teOVTa f.LVptaorov !Cat TTJV 
Sf.pEov ota/3acrtv e7T£ 'E>..A.aoa To'ir; civa-
pt8f.L1/Totr; Ta<; ex{)f.'> 1 tea£ 7rpr/1JV UVVTe· " - e , I r: • , E , I , ,,. """er et era<; 7T par;; et<; E7T£ T7J<; up007r'TJ'> er tee 'Y at To, 

6 Taxtov av 'TrtUTOJJ TO p7]8f.v. teaTa f.LEV 
ovv 0 D.tovvuto<; ete p.ta<; TT,<; TWV 

1 lx8h Vogel: xBos Vulgate, Bekker, Dindorf. 
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and since he would do nothing without her advice 
he prospered in everything. 

It was at just this time that the king, now that he 
had completed the founding of the city which bore 
his name, undertook his campaign against the 
Bactrians. And since he was well aware of the 
great number and the valourofthesemen,and realized 
that the country had many places which because of 
their strength could not be approached by an enemy, 
he enrolled a great host of soldiers from all the nations 
under his sway; for as he had come off badly in his 
earlier campaign, he was resolved on appearing 
before Bactriana with a force many times as large 
as theirs. Accordingly, after the army had been 
assembled from every source, it numbered, as 
Ctesias has stated in his history, one million seven 
hundred thousand foot-soldiers, two hundred and ten 
thousand cavalry, and slightly less than ten thousand 
six hundred scythe-bearing chariots. 

Now at first hearing the great size of the army is 
incredible, but it will not seem at all impossible to 
any who consider the great extent of Asia and 
the vast numbers of the peoples who inhabit it. 
For if a man, disregarding the campaign of Darius 
against the Scythians with eight hundred thousand 1 

men and the crossing made by Xerxes against 
Greece with a host beyond number,2 should consider 
the events which have taken place in Europe only 
yesterday or the day before, he would the more 
quickly come to regard the statement as credible. 
In Sicily, for instance, Dionysius led forth on his 

1 Herodotus (4. 87) makes the number 700,000, exclusive of 
the fleet. 

a Cp. Book 11. 3. 
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1 Diodoms assumes that his readers are familiar with the 
that the vessel constituting the body of this fleet was the 

tnreme, the standard warship of the period of Dionysius (fourth 
century B.o.); the quadriremes and quinqueremes were the 
next two larger classes. The complement of the trireme was 
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campaigns from the single city of the Syracusans 
one hundred and twenty thousand foot-soldiers and 
twelve thousand cavalry, and from a single harbour 
four hundred warships, some of which were quadri-
remes and quinqueremes ; 1 and the Romans, a 
little before the time of Hannibal, foreseeing the 
magnitude of the war, enrolled all the men in Italy 
who were fit for military service, both citizens and 
allies, and the total sum of them fell only a little 
short of one million; and yet as regards the number 
of inhabitants a man would not compare all Italy 
with a single one of the nations of Asia.2 Let these 
facts, then, be a sufficient reply on our part to those 
who try to estimate the populations of the nations of 
Asia in ancient times on the strength of inferences 
drawn from the desolation which at the present time 
prevails in its cities. 

6. Now Ninus in his campaign against Bactriana 
with so large a force was compelled, because access 
to the country was difficult and the passes were 
narrow, to advance his army in divisions. For the 
country of Bactriana, though there were many large 
cities for the people to dwell in, had one which was 
the most famous, this being the city containing the 
royal palace ; it was called Bactra, and in size and in 
the strength of its acropolis was by far the first of 
them all. The king of the country, Oxyartes, had 

at least 200 men, which makes a minimum for the fleet of 
80,000 rowers and marines. The larger vessels would, of 
course, carry larger crews. According to Polybius (1. 26) the 
quinqueremes of the Romans in the third century B.o. carried 
300 rowers and 120 marines. 

• Polybius (2. 24. 16) estimates the total number of Romans 
and allies capable of bearing arms at this time (c. 225 B.o.) as 
700,000 foot-soldiers and 70,000 cavalry. 
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TOll apt8p,oll l]Opoiu-
3 (}I]Uall TETTapaKOliTa allaAa/3wll 

ovv Oullap,tv Kat 7rOAEf.LLOt<; 
7r€pt Td,<; elu f3oA.us, eraue I J JO<; Ti]<; Tot N LliOV 
UTpanas elu/3aA.etll' E7f€t o' tKaliOll arro-
/36/3TJKJvat TWll rroA.ep,iwv el<; TO 7reSioll, 
'l!r. I! ' ' <:.'' ' e\>eTase TTJll wtall ovllap,tll. ryeliOf.LEliTJ<; oe p,aXTJ> 
luxvpas o[ BaKTptallot Tou<; Tpe'/ra-
f.LEllot Kat TOll Stwryp,oll f.LEXP' TWll vrrepKetJ.tEliWll 
opwv 'TTOlTJUaf.LEliOt St€q;Oetpav TWV 7rOA€f.LLWV el<; 

4 SeKa J.Wptaoa<;. p,eTa S€ Taiha rrauiJ<; Ti/> Svlla-
p,ew<; elu/3aA.ouUTJ<;, KpaToup,ellot TOt<; 
KaTa arrexwp'Y}Uall, eKaUTOt Tat<; lS£at<; 
7raTpLut Ta<; f.LEll OVV aAAa<; o 
Nillo<; €xetpwuaTo pq,Oiw<;, Ta S€ BaKTpa Sui Te 

\ ' I \ \ ) ) ,.. \ 

TT)ll oxvpOTT}Ta Kat TT)ll Ell aUT'[/ 7rapaUK€V1Jll 
l]SvllaTet KaTa KpaTo<; he'ill. 

5 IloA.vxpolliov S€ Ti]<; rywop,Eli'IJ<;,l 0 
Ti]<; "'iep,tpap,too<; €pwTtKW<; exwv rrpo<; 
"fVllatKa Kat UVUTpaT€VOfl€liO<; Tij> /3autft..e'i, f.LET-

E'TTEf.L'/raTo all(} pw7rov. S€ UVliEU€£ Kat TOAf.L'[l 
Kat aA.A.ot<; TOt<; 7rpo<; E7ftq;all€tav UVliT€LliOVUt 
KEXOPTJ'YTJf.LEli1J Katpov eA.a/3ell 

6 lDiall rrpwToll f.LEll OVll 7rOAAWiJ 

ooov p,eA.A.ovua ota7ropeueueat €7rpary-
p.,aTeuuaTo ot' ouK Ota"fliWllat Tov rrept-
/3e/3ATJf.LElloll 7fOT€pOll allryp EUTtll I] "fVllry. aiJTTJ 
o' EVXPIJUTG<; auTfi rrpo<; T€ Ttl<; €v 
Kaup,autv ooot7ropia<;, el<; TO OtaTTJpi'Juat TOll Toil 

I ""' \ \ \ ) "" I 
UWflaTo<; XPWTa, Kat Ta<; Ell T'f 7rpaTT€tll 
() /3ouAotTO XPeLa<;, €UKLli1JTO<; oVua Kat 

1 -r•vofdV1JS Gemistus : -yevop.ev1}s. 
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enrolled all the men of military age, and they had 
been gathered to the number of four hundred 
thousand. So taking this force with him and meeting 
the enemy at the passes, he allowed a division of the 
army of Ninus to enter the country ; and when he 
thought that a sufficient number of the enemy had 
debouched into the plain he drew out his own forces 
in battle-order. A fierce struggle then ensued in 
which the Bactrians put the Assyrians to flight, and 
pursuing them as far as the mountains which over-
looked the field, killed about one hundred thousand 
of the enemy. But later, when the whole Assyrian 
force entered their country, the Bactrians, over-
powered by the multitude of them, withdrew city by 
city, each group intending to defend its own homeland. 
And so Ninus easily subdued all the other cities, but 
Bactra, because of its strength and the equipment for 
war which it contained, he was unable to take by 
storm. 

But when the siege was proving a long affair the 
husband of Semiramis, who was enamoured of his 
wife and was making the campaign with the king, 
sent for the woman. And she, endowed as she was 
with understanding, daring, and all the other 
qualities which contribute to distinction, seized the 
opportunity to display her native ability. !irst of 
all, then, since she was about to set out upon a Journey 
of many days, she devised a garb which made it im-
possible to distinguish whether the wearer of it was a 
man or a woman. This dress was well adapted to her 
needs, as regards both her travelling in the heat, for 
protecting the colour of her skin, and her convenience 
in doing whatever she might wish to do, since it 
was quite pliable and suitable to a young person, and, 
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Kat TO uuvoA.ov TOUaVT'IJ Tl<; €rrfjv ainfi xaptr; 1 
wuB' VUTepov M Tfjr; , Auiar; 

Thv Kat fteTa raM' 
7 Ofl-o£wr; D€puar;. 7raparyeVO[tfV'TJ 8' elr; Thv BaKTpta-

' \ "'" I \ \ \ "\ I VTJV Kat KaTaUKE't'afl-EV'TJ Ta 7r€pt TTJV 7TOI\.l0pKtaV, 
€wpa KaTa fl-EV Ta 7rESia Kat TOVr; TWV 

' f3 "'\ \ I \ \ , f T07TWV 7rpou 01\.a<; "flVOft€Va<;, 7rp0<; 0€ TTJV aKp0-
7TOAIV outif.va 7rpoutfJVTa OliZ Thv oxvpOTTJTa, Kat 
TOUt; evoov cmoA.eA.ot7rOTa<; Tar; EVTav8a 
Kat rrapa/3onBouvTar; Tot:r; €7rt Twv KaTw Tetxwv 

8 KtvOtJveuovut. Dtorrep rrapaA.af3ovua Twv uTpartw-
Twv ToVr; 7reTpo/3aTEZv elwBoTar;, Kat fl-ETa TouTwv 
Ota TtvO<; xaA.e7rfjt; 7rpouava(3aua, KaT-
eA.a/3eTO [tEpor; Tfjr; aKp07roA.ewr; Kat TOt<; rroA.tap-
KOVUl To KaTa To 7reUov Tet:xor; oi 
(j' evtiov E7rt 7V KaraA.11Jret Tfjr; aKpar; KaTa7rA.a-
"fEVT€<; Ttt Teixn Kat Thv UWTTJpiav 
, ' a7reryvwuav. 

9 TovTOV S€ TOV TP07rOV aA.ouunr; Tfjr; rroA.ewr; 0 
f3autA.eV<; Bav[taUa<; Thv apeThv Tfjr; ryvvatKO<; 
TO ftEV 7rpWTOV fl-E"fall.atr; Owpeat:r; avThv €rifl-TJU€, 
ft€TCt tie Tavra Ota TO d.A.A.or; Tfjr; avBpwrrov uxci>v 
EpWTUCW<; €rrexe£pnue 'TOV avopa 7rei8etv EKOVu{wr; 
auTij> 7rapaxwpfjuat, E7Ta"f"f€lAafl-El10<; avTt TaVTTJ<; 
Tfjr; xaptror; avTij> UVVOlKteZv rhv lo£av Bvryarepa 

10 Svuxepwr; (j' aUTOV 
A1JU€V EKK01{retv Tar; opauetr; 7rpoxe£pwr; V7T'I'}-
PETOVVTO<; rot<; 7rpOuTary[tautv. o tie ''Ovv'l'}r; &fta 

1 xci.pts before 'TIS D, Dindorf. 

1 The Median dress was distinguished from that of the 
Greeks by its covering for the head, a long coat with sleeves 
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in a word, was so attractive that in later times the 
Medes, who were then dominant in Asia, always 
wore the garb of Semiramis, as did the Persians 
after them.1 Now when Semiramis arrived in 
Bactriana and observed the progress of the siege, 
she noted that it was on the plains and at positions 
which were easily assailed that attacks were being 
made, but that no one ever assaulted the acropolis 
because of its strong position, and that its defenders 
had left their posts there and were coming to the aid 
of those who were hard pressed on the walls below. 
Consequently, taking with her such soldiers as were 
accustomedtoclamberinguprockyheights,andmaking 
her way with them up through a certain difficult 
ravine, she seized a part of the acropolis and gave a 
signal to those who were besieging the wall down in 
the plain. Thereupon the defenders of the city, 
struck with terror at the seizure of the height, left 
the walls and abandoned all hope of saving themselves. 

When the city had been taken in this way, the king, 
marvelling at the ability of the woman, at first 
honoured her with great gifts, and later, becoming 
infatuated with her because of her beauty, tried to 
persuade her husband to yield her to him of his own 
accord, offering in return for this favour to give him 
his own daughter Sosane to wife. But when the man 
took his ofi'er with ill grace, Ninus threatened to 
put out his eyes unless he at once acceded to his 
commands. And Onnes, partly out of fear of the 

extending to the hands, trousers, and boots. Strabo (11. 13. 9) 
expressed the contempt generally felt for it by the Greeks when, 
in observing that the Persians adopted this garb, he adds that 
" they submitted to wear feminine robes instead of going naked 
or lightly clad, and to cover their bodies all over with clothes." 
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JLEV Ta') TOV {JautAEW') U7r€tAa') oe[ua'), &JLa of. 
ota Tov gpwTa 7rept7reuwv AV"T"TlJ Ttvt ...:a£ JLavia, 
fJ ' • (J \ ' ' ""' ' ' poxov eav-rrp 7rept et'> aveKpEJLaue. .:..e}ltpaJLL'> 
JLEV ovv ota Totav-rar; alTiar; elr; fJautA.tKov ij)I.(Je 
7rpoux"lf.la. 

7. ·o of. Nivor; TOUr; T€ Jv BaKTpotr; 7rapeA.a{Je 
(J'Y}uavpovr;, exovTar; 7l"OAVV Cip"fVpov Tf Kat 
xpvuov, Kat Ta KaTa KaTa-

U7l"EAVU€ Tar; OVVcLJLEt<;. JLETU of. TatJ"Ta 
'Yevvrjuar; eK IeJLtPaJLtOor; viov N tvvav heA.eVT'Y}ue, 
Tf]V "fVVatKa U7TOAL7TWV {JauiA.tuuav. TOV of. 
Nivov IeJLipaJLt<; Wa'frev Jv To'ir; {Jaut)\.e{otr;, 
Kat KaT€UKevau€V E7r' auTijJ XWJLa 7Taf-LJLE"f€(Jer;, 
ou TO JLEV il'fror; ryv Jvvea UTaoiwv, TO o' evpor;, W<;' 
"' K ' \ \ ,.,_ \ 2 't''T]UL T'T]Utar;, O€Ka. OLO Kat T'Y}<; 7l"OI\.€W<; 7rapa 
TOV Eucppa"T'YJV Jv 7re0irp K€LJLEV'T]'> am) 7TOAAWV 
UTaOiwv icpaiveTO TO XWJLa Ka8a7Tepei Ttr; aKpo-
7TOAtr;" Kat f-LEX,PL Toil vvv cpaut otaJLevetv, 
Kai7rep Thr; N ivov ti7To M 
oTe KaTe)\.vuav Thv 'Auuvplwv {Jaut)\.e[av. 

'H oe IeJLipaJLL<;, ovua cpvuet JL€"faAE7Ti{JoA.or; 
Kat cptAOTLf-LOVf-LEV'Y} TV o6gv TOV {Je{JautA€VKDTa 
7Tpo ahijr; iJ?TepBeueat, 7TOALV }lfV E7r€{JaA€TO 

tcTisetv iv TV Ba{Jv)l.rovia, e?TLA.e;aJLEV'YJ Se TOV<> 
fl) , I \ I , t'o\ 

?TavTaxouev Kat TexvtTar;, eTt oe 
Thv &A.A.'Y}v XOP'YJ'Yiav 7rapauKevauaJLEV'YJ, uvv-
1}"/a'Yev Jg a7TcLU'T]<; Tijr; {JautA.e[a<;' 7Tpo<> Thv TWV 
gP"fWV UVVTeAetav avopwv JLVptaOar; OtaKouiar;. 

1 In 612 B.o. 
• The following picture of Babylon serves to show the 

impression which this great city, whose " circuit was that more 
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king's threats and partly out of his passion for his 
wife, fell into a kind of frenzy and madness, put a 
rope about his neck, and hanged himself. Such, 
then, were the circumstances whereby Semiramis 
attained the position of queen. 

7. Ninus secured the treasures of Bactra, which 
contained a great amount of both gold and silver, 
and after settling the affairs ofBactriana disbanded his 
forces. After this he begat by Semiramis a son Ninyas, 
and then died, leaving his wife as queen. Semiramis 
buried Ninus in the precinct of the palace and erected 
over his tomb a very large mound, nine stades high 
and ten wide, as Ctesias says. Consequently, since 
the city lay on a plain along the Euphrates, the 
mound was visible for a distance of many stades, like 
an acropolis; and this mound stands, they say, even 
to this day, though Ninus was razed to the ground 
by the Medes when they destroyed the empire of 
the Assyrians.l 

Semiramis, whose nature made her eager for great 
exploits and ambitious to surpass the fame of her 
predecessor on the throne, set her mind upon found-
ing a city in Babylonia, and after securing the 
architects of all the world and skilled artisans and 
making all the other necessary preparations, she 
gathered together from her entire kingdom two 
million men to complete the work.2 Taking the 

of a nation than of a city" (Aristotle, POlitics, 3. 3. 5), made 
upon the Greeks. The older city was badly damaged by the 
sack of Sennacherib (c. 689 B.o.). The same ruler, however, 
commenced the work of rebuilding it, a task which was 
continued by successive kings of Assyria. The Chaldaean 
Nebuchadrezzar (605-562 B.o.) further embellished it, making 
it the most magnificent city of Asia, and it is his city which 
was known to the classical writers. 
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3 ' .,. Q ' E,"' , ' , U'TT'OAatJOUUa 0€ TOll v'l'paT'I}II 7T'OTap.o11 fi£r; 
p.€uo11 Te£xor; Tfi 7Toi\et uTa0£6111 
f f:. I \ I 1 1 
Er,;;TJICOIITa /Cat Tpta/COU£6111, otfitATJJ.I-J.I-€11011 7Tupryotr; 

' ,.., 1 " 7T'V/CIIO£r; /Cat p.erya"'otr;, 61r; 4>7Jut K TTJu£ar; o 
K 'o • K' ' ' " 11£ to<;, 61<; oe 1\.EtTapxor; tcat T6111 vuTepoll 
p.eT' 'AA.e,a11opou el<; 'Au£a11 Ttlle<; 

a11€rypaya11, Tpta/Cou£rov 'TT'EIITE ura0£ro11• , e, " ,.. , f ,.. , , 
/Cat 7TpOUTt fiaUtll OT£ T6111 £U6111 1Jj.t€p6111 etr; TOll 

• ' • ·"' i\ 'e ' " • e , ElltaUTOII OUU61V fi'l't OTtj.t'TJ 7J TOll LUOII apt j.tOII 
4 To,ll UTaUrov 07TTar; o€ 'lrALII-

Oovr; el<; au4>aATOII EII01JUap.E111J Te£xor; /Can;-
' ' ' " .. I,. f \ K ' ' utcevaue TO p.e11 v., or;, 61<; p.e11 T?Jutar; 4>1Jut, 

7TfiVT1JICOIITa opryvtwll, wr; o' ElltOt TWV II€61TEproll 

erypaya11, 7TTJXWII TO o€ 7Ti\aTor; 
"\. I .,. <:- \ ff f I I 

7T'I\.EOV 1J OVUtll app.autll 17T'7TUUtj.tOII' 7TUpryovr; OE 
\ \ 0 e \ I \ I 

TOll p.e11 apt p.o11 ota/Coutovr; /Cat 7TfiiiT7JICOIITa, TO 
2 \ -,. ' 0 f: 0 -,. I Q , 

o v., or; tcat 7T "'aror; er:; a11a"'oryou T'f' 1-'apet TO,v 
5 , , .... , , , e I}' 

/CaTa TO TE£Xor; epryrov. ou XP'TJ oe 
el T'l}i\ttcovTov TO p.€rye0or; Tov tcaO-

euTwTor; oi\[ryovr; 7Tvpryovr; /CaTfiU/Cfivauev· E7Tt 
A' ' I 1-,. " 7T'O vv ryap T07TOV T1J<; 7T'OI\.eror; ei\eut 7reptexo-

' ' ,.. ' , , ''t' 1: J.I-EV'TJ'\0 ICaTa TOVTOV 'TOV 'TO'TT'OII OVIC €00r,;;EV avTy 

7rvpryovr; ol1Cooop.e£v, -rf]r; 4>vue61r; -ro,11 €i\wv 

7Tapexop.E111J<; oxvpoT1}Ta. avtt p.€uov o€ TO,II 
oltctO,II /Cat -rO,v -retxwv ooo<; 'TT'UIITl/ tca-re:\€i\emTo 
Oi7T:\e0por;. ' 

1 So who deletes after IJ.ey6.ll.ols: "And such 
was the massiveness of the works that the width of the 
walls was sufficient to allow six chariots to drive abreast 
upon it, and their height was unbelievable to those who 
only hear of it." 

2 Jacoby, F. th. Hist., s.v. Kleitarcho,q, frg. 10, adds 
OP"'/'""'" after 111/ior and adopts the reading of AB D and 
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Euphrates river into the centre she threw about the 
city a wall with great towers set at frequent intervals, 
the wall being three hundred and sixty stades 1 

in circumference, as Ctesias of Cnidus says, but accord-
ing to the account of Cleitarchus and certain of those 
who at a later time crossed into Asia with Alexander, 
three hundred and sixty-five stades ; 2 and these 
latter add that it was her desire to make the number 
of stades the same as the days in the year. Making 
baked bricks fast in bitumen she built a wall with a 
height, as Ctesias says, of fifty fathoms, but, as some 
later writers have recorded, of fifty cubits,s and 
wide enough for more than two chariots abreast to 
drive upon; and the towers numbered two hundred 
and fifty, their height and width corresponding to 
the massive scale of the wall. Now it need occasion 
no wonder that, considering the great length of the 
circuit wall, Semiramis constructed a small number of 
towers ; for since over a Jong distance the city was 
surrounded by swamps, she decided not to build 
towers along that space, the swamps offering a sufficient 
natural defence. And all along between the dwell-
ings and the walls a road was left two plethra wide. 

1 About forty miles. 
2 Herodotus (1. 178) makes the circuit of the walls 480 

stades, Strabo (16. 1. 5) 385, although this number has been 
generally taken by editors to be an error of the MSS. for 365, 
thus bringing him into agreement with Cleitarchus and 
Quintus Curtius 5. 4. 

a i.e. either 300 feet high or 75 feet high. Herodotus, l.c., 
gives the height as 200 "royal cubits" (c. 335 feet). 

Tzetzes, Ohil. 9. 569 : TO 3' lll/los op-yvlwl' o{,')I<OI''rll, &.s a· lrw• 
.,.r;,, ,.,.,.,.lpow ("their height being sixty 
fathoms, but, as some later writers say, sixty cubits"). 
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8 II \ 01'\ \ 'f:' I ) . po<; 0€ T1)V Oc;;VT1)Ta T1)<; TOVTWV 
oo;.dar:; EKUUTCf TWV rpt'Awv UTaOtoV Ote;.dTp1)ue, 
oouua Thv LKavhv elr:; TOUTO XOP'I'J'YLav Kat Ota-
KeAevua;.dv1) TEAO<; emBe'ivat TOt<; ev 

2 evtavnp. &v 7T'Ol1)UaVTWV TO 7rpouTaxB€v 
7rOAAry<; U71'0V0f]r:;, TOVTr.c!V a71'eOe,aro Thv 

auTh o€ KaTa TO UTEVWTaTOV 
Toil 71'0Ta;.wu 'Yerflvpav UTaoiwv 7rEVTe TO 
KaTeuKevauev, elr:; {3vBov rptAoTexvwr:; KaBei:ua 
TOV<; Kiovar:;, ot a71'' aAA1}A.wv 71'00ar:; 
OwOeKa. TOV<; o€ A.[Bovr:; 
Ut01)po'ir:; Kat Tar:; TOVTWV 

TOt<; o€ KLOUl 
7rpo TWV TO 7rA.evpwv "fWVLa<; 
7rpOKaT€UK€VaUeV exouua<; Thv a7r0ppohv 71'€pt-
rpepf7 Kat KaT' o:\L"fOV {wr:; TOU 
KaTa Tov Kiova 7rAaTovr:;, o7rwr:; ai 7rept Tttr:; 

I )f:l I \ ,.#.. \ ,.. 
"fWVLa<; Oc;;VT1)T€<; T1)V KaTa'f'opav TOV 

ai o€ 7repup€petat Tfj TOVTOV {3[q 
uvveiKovuat 7rpaiJvwut Thv urpoopoT7JTa Toil 

3 ovv "fErpvpa, Keop£vatr:; Kat 
KV7raptTTLVat<; OOKo'ir:;, o€ rpotVLKWV UTeA.exeutv 

Kat TptaKovTa, 
7rOOWV ovua TO ?TA.aTo<;, ouoevor:; e00K€l TWV 

Tfj rptA.oTexv£q A.e£7reuBat. €' €KaTepov o€ TOV 1Cp1)7rt0a 

1 Some of the piers of this " most ancient stone bridge of 
which we have any record'' have been discovered. They are 
twenty-one metres long, nine wide, and are placed nine metres 
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8. In order to expedite the building of these 
constructions she apportioned a stade to each of her 
friends, furnishing sufficient material for their task 
and directing them to complete their work within a 
year. And when they had finished these assign-
ments with great speed she gratefully accepted 
their zeal, but she took for herself the construction 
of a bridge 1 five stades long at the narrowest point 
of the river, skilfully sinking the piers, which stood 
twelve feet apart, into its bed. And the stones, 
which were set firmly together, she bonded with iron 
cramps, and the joints of the cramps 2 she filled by 
pouring in lead. Again, before the piers on the 
side which would receive the current she constructed 
cutwaters whose sides were rounded to turn off the 
water and which gradually diminished to the width 
of the pier, in order that the sharp points of the 
cutwaters might divide the impetus of the stream, 
while the rounded sides,. yielding to its force, might 
soften the violence of the river.3 This bridge, then, 
floored as it was with beams of cedar and cypress 
and with palm logs of exceptional size and having a 
width of thirty feet, is considered to have been inferior 
in technical skill to none of the works of Semiramis. 
And on each side of the river she built an expensive 

apart. An inscription of Nebuchadrezzar ascribes this bridge 
to his father Nabopolassar (R. Koldewey, The Excavations at 
Babylon (Eng. transl.), pp. 197-99). 

2 Or " of the stones" (so Liddell-Scott-Jones). But the 
use of cramps and dowels, sunk into the stones and made 
fast by pouring in molten lead, was the accepted bonding 
method in the classic period of Greek architecture, and 
dove-tailed wooden cramps laid in bitumen have been found 
in Babylon (Koldewey, l.c., p. 177). 

a The sides of the piers, as remains show, were convex at 
the north ends and then sharply receded to a point. 
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7rOAVTEAfJ KaTeuKevaue 7rapa7rA1p·:av KaTa To 

7rA.&Toc; TelX,EUtv E7rl. 
• f: ' Er;'YJKOVTa. 

'f!Kooop.1Jue o€ flaulXeta 0£7TXa 7rap' ahov 
-rov 7rOTap.ov €KaTepov p.epovr; Ti7r; ryecpvpar;, 
'f: " '1 " ...... ' ' .... " Er; (J)V ap. Ef.LEAA€ T1'JV T€ 7r0A£V a7TaUaV ICaTO-

' 2 , e , , ... "f: 
7rT€VU€£V ICa£ Ka a7TEp€£ Ta<; /CA€£<; Er;E£V T(J)V 

4 J7TtKatp0TlLT(J)V Ti1<; 7TOA€(JJ<; T07T(J)V. TOV o' 
Evcppchov ota p.eu'I'J<; Ti7r; Baflv"Xrovor; peovTo<; 

7rpo<; p.eu'I'Jp.flplav KaTacpepop.€vov, Trov 
flautXel(J)V Ta p.Ev 7rpo<; eveve, Ta OE 

\ 1:'' I ,/.,I I:'\ "\ "\ 7rp0<; OVU£V, ap..,...OTEpa 0€ 7TOAVT€A(JJ<; ICaT-
EUICEValJ"TO, Tov p.ev ryap 3 7rpor; €u7Tepav /Cet-
p.evov p.epovr; J7To£1Jue Tov 7rproTov 7rep£floXov 

UTaO[(J)v, v'fr11Xo'i<; 7T"OAVT€AEU£ 

Telx.eutv roxvp(J)p.evov, JE 07TT17<; 7r"Atv0ov. [Te-
pov o' JvTo<; TOVTOV ICVI€AOTEP17 ICaTEUICEVaue, 
&v f.v rop.a'i<; en Ta'i<; 'lrAlvBot<; 0£€T€TV7T(JJT0 OYJp{a 
7ravTooa7ra TV Trov XP(J)f.LaT(J)v c/>tXoTexvla 

5 a'fT'OJUp.ovp.eva· OVTO<; s· 0 7TEpifloXo<; 
To p.ev p.ryKo<; uTaU(J)v TETTapaKovTa, To o€ 

7TAUTO<; TptaKoular; 4 7TAivBov<;, TO o' iJ'fror;, 
W<; K T'I'Juia<; cp'I'Julv, opryvtrov Trov 
7rvpry(J)V v7r17pxe TO f5'fro<; OP"/Vtrov 

6 KaT€UIC€Uaue oe ICal. TplToV JvOOTEP(J) 7rEpl/3oXov, 
&r; 7repte£xev aKpo7rOA£V, t,r; p.Ev 7rep£p.eTpo<; 
uTaU(J)v (:fKout, TO o€ f5o/o<; 5 7r Xc.hor; Ti7<; 

olKooop.lar; U7repaipov Tov p.€uov Telxov<; 

1 ,a<v after ll,aa: deleted by Dindorf. 
2 Ke&T071"TF00'fU' Dindor£ : Kti.T011Te6ew. 
3 .z • .,.)) after -yap deleted by Dindorf. 
• Tpta.J(orrla.• Dindorf: Tpta.Korrlov•· 6 fll/tos Wurm: ,..;;Kos •. 
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quay 1 of about the same width as the walls and 
one hundred and sixty stades long. 

Semiramis also built two palaces on the very banks 
of the river, one at each end of the bridge, her inten-
tion being that from them she might be able both to 
look down over the entire city and to hold the keys, 
as it were, to its most important sections. And 
since the Euphrates river passed through the centre 
of Babylon and flowed in a southerly direction, one 
palace faced the rising and the other the setting sun, 
and both had been constructed on a lavish scale. 
For in the case of the one which faced west she made 
the length of its first or outer circuit wall sixty stades, 
fortifying it with lofty walls, which had been built 
at great cost and were of burned brick. And within 
this she built a second, circular in form,2 in the bricks 
of which, before they were baked, wild animals of 
every kind had been engraved, and by the ingenious 
use of colours these figures reproduced the actual 
appearance of the animals themselves ; this circuit 
wall had a length of forty stades, a width of three 
hundred bricks, and a height, as Ctesias says, of fifty 
fathoms; the height of the towers, however, was 
seventy fathoms. And she built within these two 
yet a third circuit wall, which enclosed an acropolis 
whose circumference was twenty .stades in length, 
but the height and width of the structure sur-
passed the dimensions of the middle circuit wall. 

1 Cp. Herodotus 1. 180. 
• Koldewey (l.c., p. 130) holds that the Greek word may not 

be translated "circular," preferring "annular, enclosed in 
itself, not open on one side, like the outer peribolos,'' his 
reason being that a " circular peribolos is found nowhere in 
Babylon." 
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1 Koldewey (l.c., pp. 129-31) identifies this palace with what 
he calls the Persian Building, and finds traces of the three 
circuit walls (periboloi). It is a striking coincidence that 
among the fragments of glazed bricks depicting a chase of 
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On both the towers and the walls there were again 
animals of every kind, ingeniously executed by the 
use of colours as well as by the realistic imitation of 
the several types ; and the whole had been made to 
represent a hunt, complete in every detail, of all 
sorts of wild animals, and their size was more than 
four cubits. Among the animals, moreover, Semi-
ramis had also been portrayed, on horseback and in 
the act of hurling a javelin at a leopard, and nearby 
was her husband Ninus, in the act of thrusting his 
spear into a lion at close quarters.! In this wall she 
also set triple gates, two of which were of bronze and 
were opened by a mechanical device. 

Now this palace far surpassed in both size and 
details of execution the one on the other bank of 
the river. For the circuit wall of the latter, made 
of burned brick, was only thirty stades long, and 
instead of the ingenious portrayal of animals it 
had bronze statues of Ninus and Semiramis and their 
officers, and one also_ of Zeus, whom the Babylonians 
call Bel us ; 2 and on it were also portrayed both 
battle-scenes and hunts of every kind, which filled 
those who gazed thereon with varied emotions of 
pleasure. 

9. After this Semiramis picked out the lowest spot 
in Babylonia and built a square reservoir, which was 
three hundred stades long on each side ; it was con-
structed of baked brick and bitumen, and had a 

wild animals there was found only one human face, that of 
a woman in white enamel. "We can scarcely doubt, there-
fore," he says, "that Diodorus was describing the enamels of 
the Persian building, and that the white face of a woman is the 
same that Ctesias recoguized as a portrait of Semiramis.'' 

2 " Zeus Bel us " was the name by which the Babylouian 
Bel-Marduk was known among the Greeks. 
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2 TptaKOVTa Kat 7rf1JT€. €L<; TaVTl]V o' arrocrTpE-
'o/aua T0v 7rOTafi-Ov JCaTeaJCeVarrev TWv €7rl, 
n£8e /3acrtXdwv el<> BaTEpa otwpvxa· brrTfJ<> 
o€ 7T XlvBov Ttts Kap.apa<; 

I 1 ) ,.#.. '"'- I f..,,,. I EKaTepov f.L€pov<; acr't'a"'Trp KaTeXptcrev 1J 'I' 1Jf.L€V[l, 
f.LEXP' ov 1 TO 7TUX0'> toil xpicr p.aTO<; E7TOi1]CT€ 7r1JX;;>V 
T€TTapwv. Tij<; oe Otwpvxo<; vrrfJpxov oi f.LEV TOLXOl 
TO rrXaTO<; E7Tt 7r XivBov<; et'Kocrt, TO o' fJto<> xwpt<; 
Tfj<; Kap.1;BeiCT1]'> taXtco<; 7TOOWV 0W0€Ka, TO o€ 

3 rrXaTO<; 7TOOWV 7T€VT€KaLO€Ka. EV s· f.TrTa 
KaTaCTK€VacrB€lcr1J<; avTfj<; a7TOKaTECTT1JCT€ TOV 7r0-

' ,, \ •• I fl ,.. 

Tap.ov €7Tt T1JV rrpov7rapxovcrav pvcrtv, wcrTe TOV 
jJ€lJf.LaTO<; E'TrUVW Tfj<; cnwpvxo<> 1;Epop.€vov ovva-
cr8at TtJV !.ep.lpap.tv EK TWV 7rEpav /3acrtXEiwv ETrL 
BaTEpa Ota7Top€v€cr8at Sta/3aivovcrav TOV 
7rOTap.ov. E7TECTT1JCT€ o€ Kat 7TVXa<; TV Otwpvxt 
xaXKGS €1;' f.Kan:pov p.f.po<;, Stf.p.etvav f.LEXP' 
Tij<> 2 IIEpcrwv SacrtXEia<;. 

4 METa o€ TavTa EV f.LECT'j TV 7TO:\Et KaT-
€CTK€VaCT€V iepov 8v KaXovcrtv oi Ba{3vXw-
vtot, Ka8a7rEp BJ]Xov. rrep£ Tothov 
Se Twv CTV"f"fpa1;f.wv Ota1;wvovvTwv, Kat Tau KaTa-
crKwacrp.aTO'> Ota TOV XPDVOIJ KaTa7T€7rTWKOTO<;, 
OUK TaKpt{3E<;. op.oXO"f€LTat 
o' v'fr7]Xov "fE"f€Vfjcr8at Ka8' Kat TOU<; 
XaXoaiov<; EV auTip Td<; TWIJ &crTpwv 7r€7TOtijcr8at 

aKpt{3w<; 8€wpovp.€vwv TWV T' 
avaToXwv Ka£ OVCT€WV Ota TO TOV KaTaCTK€Va-

6 crp.aTo<; v'fro<;. Tij<; o' o:\1]<; olKooop.ia<; acr1;aX-

1 oli D, Vogel: 8,.ou C, Bekker, Dindorf. 
2 Twv after Tijs omitted by CD, Vogel. 
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depth of thirty-five feet. Then, diverting the river 
into it, she built an underground passage-way from 
one palace to the other; and making it of burned 
brick, she coated the vaulted chambers on both 
sides with hot bitumen until she had made the 
thickness of this coating four cubits. The side walls 
of the passage-way were twenty bricks thick and 
twelve feet high, exclusive of the barrel-vault, and 
the width of the passage-way was fifteen feet. And 
after this construction had been finished in only seven 
days she let the river back again into its old channel, 
and so, since the stream flowed above the passage-
way, Semiramis was able to go across from one palace 
to the other without passing over the river. At each 
end of the passage-way she also set bronze gates 
which stood until the time of the Persian rule. 

After this she built in the centre of the city a 
temple 1 of Zeus whom, as we have said, the Baby-
lonians call Belus. Now since with regard to this 
temple the historians are at variance, and since time 
has caused the structure to fall in ruins, it is impossible 
to give the exact facts ·concerning it. But all agree 
that it was exceedingly high, and that in it the Chal-
daeans made their observations of the stars, whose 
risings and settings could be accurately observed by 
reason of the height of the structure. Now the entire 
building was ingeniously constructed at great expense 

1 What follows is a description of the great ziggurat, or stage-
tower, of E-temen-ana-ki, the" foundation stone of heaven and 
earth_" According toHerodotus (l. 181) it had eight stories, 
but E. Unger (Ba);ylon (1931), PP- 191 ff-) finds evidence for 
only seven (cp. the Reconstruction, p. 383). The height of 
this great structure was nearly 300 feet, and in the course of 
time there gathered about it the Hebrew myth of the Tower 
of Babe! (cp. The Cambridge Ancient History, I, pp. 503 ff.). 
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TOV teat 7rX[v8ov 7rEcptAOTEXV1lf.J-eV'1}<; 7r0AVT€Aror;, 
E'Tr /ltepar; Tij<; ava{Jaaeror; Tpia teaT€Ute€VaaeV 
a"faXp.aTa xpuaa ator;, "Hpar;, 
'Pear;. TOthrov o€ f.J-EV TOV -?v 
teai Ota{Je{J'T}teO<;, inrapxov o€ 1 'Tl"OOrov TETTapa-
teOVTa p.fiteor; elxe XtXlrov Ta"'AavTrov 
BafJuA.rovlrov- o€ Tijr; 'Pear; f'Trt Olcppou 
p.evov xpuaov taov elxe Tij> 7rpoet· 
P1lf.J-EV((I" e7rl. OE TWV "fOVUT(J)V avTijr; 
A.eovTer; ovo, teat 'TrX71alov lJcpetr; v7repp.e"f€8w; 
ap"fupoi, TptaKOVTa TaAcLVT(J)V eteaUTO<; exrov 

6 fJapor;. o€ Tfjr; ''Hpar; EriT'YJKO<; ?}v 11"/aAp.a, 
UTa8JLOV exov TaAUVTroV OKTaKoa£rov, teat Tfj 
f.LEV xetp£ KaTeixe Tijr; teecpaXijr; lJcptv, Tfj 

7 o' aptaTepq aKi]'TrTpov XtBoKOAA'YJTOV. TOVTO£<; 
OE 7raat 7rapEK6tTO xpuafj 
"'AaTor;, f.J-EV p.fjKO<; 'TrOOOOV TETTapateOVTa, 
o' evpor; 'Tl"EVTEteaiOeKa, exouaa TaAaVTroV 
'1r6VTateoalrov. E'Tl"t o€ TaVT'TJ<; E'TrEK6tVTO ovo 

EX.OVTa Tptate_OVTa TaAaVTroV. 
8 1}aav o€ teal f.LEV faa, 

TOV o€ eteaTepov TaAaVT(J)V TptaKoulrov· 
V7rijpxov o€ Kat tepaTijper; xpuaoi Tpeir;, wv 0 
f.LEV TOV elXtee Ta"'AavTa BafJuXwvta xlXta 
teat Otateoata, TWV o' 11XXrov EKaTepor; 

9 aXXa TaVTa f.LEV ot' TWV ITeparov fJaatA.e'ir; VUTepov 
EriVA'Y}aav· TWV o€ fJaatA.elrov Kat TWV IJ.XA.rov 
teaTaateeuaup.aTroV 0 XPOVO<; Ta f.J-EV OAoaxepW<; 
',./.,I 1 \'" ' ' I \ \ 0 'YJ'f'avtae, Ta o e"-Vf.J-'YJVaTo· teat 'Yap auT1J<; T7l<; 
BafJuA.rovor; vvv fJpaxv T£ p.epor; olKe'irat, o€ 
7r"AeiaTov Telxour; 'Yerop"feiTat. 

10 'T "'' \ ' \ ' I • 'Tl"'YJPXE oe teat o tepep.aaTor; tea"'oup.evor; 
382 

. BOOK II. 9· s-xo. x 

of bitumen and brick, and at the top of the ascent 
Semiramis set up three statues of hammered gold, of 
Zeus, Hera, and Rhea. Of these statues that of Zeus 
represented him erect and striding forward, and, 
being forty feet high, weighed a thousand Babylonian 
talents; that of Rhea showed her seated on a golden 
throne and was of the same weight as that of Zeus; 
and at her knees stood two lions, while near by were 
huge serpents of silver, each one weighing thirty 
talents. The statue of Hera was also standing, 
weighing eight hundred talents, and in her right hand 
she held a snake by the head and in her left a sceptre 
studded with precious stones. A table for all three 
statues, made of hammered gold, stood before them, 
forty feet long, fifteen wide, and weighing five 
hundred talents. Upon it rested two drinking-cups, 
weighing thirty talents. And there were censers as 
well, also two in number but weighing each three 
hundred talents, and also three gold mixing bowls, 
of which the one belonging to Zeus weighed twelve 
hundred Babylonian talents and the other two six 
hundred each. But all these were later carried off as 
spoil by the kings of the Persians,1 while as for the 
palaces and the other buildings, time has either 
entirely effaced them or left them in ruins; and in 
fact of Babylon itself but a small part is inhabited at 
this time, and most of the area within its walls is 
given over to agriculture. 

10. There was also, beside the acropolis, the Hang-

1 Babylon was taken by the Persians in 539 B.o. 

1 Vogel follows D in reading here and deletes it after 
O"Ta.6J.LOV. 
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tc1}71'o<; 71'apa atcp071'0ALV, OV '!.ef-'tpaJUOO<;' 
aA.A,a TtVO<; VCJ"Tepov "£vpoV (3aCTtAEW<; tcaTaCTIC€Va-
CTaVTO<; xaptv ryvvattcO<; 71'a'AA.atcrw TaVT'IJV ryap 
cpautv ovuav TO ryevo<; ITepuioa Kat TOV<; €v TOt<; 
opeCTt A€tf-'WVa<; €71't,'Y]TOUCTaV TOV (3aCTLAEa 

ota Tij<; Tov cf>vTovprye£ov cptA.oTexv[ac; 
2 Tijc; ITepu{ooc; xwpac; lotOT'YJTa. fCTTt o' 0 

7rapaO€tCTO<; f-'EV 71'A€Vpav etcaCTT'Y]V 7rapeK-
T€tVWV el, TETTapa 71'AE8pa, o€ 7rpou(3aCTLV 
' \ \ \ > "' I """ > 1:: "" " >I Op€LVTJV Kat TU<; 0£/COOOf-'LU<; Ul\.1\.ac; Es UI\.1\.WV exwv, 

3 WCTT€ n)v 7rpouo'frtv eivat Bi!aTpoetoF]. U71'0 o€ 
Tat<; KaTECT tc€VaCT f-'EVatc; ava{3aCTECTLV cptcoOOf-''TJVTO 
uvptryryec;, a7raV f-'EV U71'00€XOf-'€Vat TO TOV cf>vTovp-
rydov {3apoc;, o' f/C TOV tcaT' oA.iryov aet 
f-'Ltcpov U7repexovuat KaTa TT)V 7rpou{3autv• o' 
avwuhw OVCTa 71''TJXWV TO 
v'fro<; eZxev €71'' avTfi 1 TOV 71'apaoe£uov n)v avw-
TaT'Y]V €7rtcpavetaV Trp 7r€pt{3oA.rp 

4 Twv €1raA.gewv. ff1ret8' o[ f-'EV To£xot 71'0AVTeA.wc; 
To 71'axoc; eZxov 71'oowv e1Kout 

ouo, TWV oe etcaCTTTJ TO 71'AaTO<; OfKa. 
\ "'' ' A., \ I }': " I(} "' I \ \ Tac; o opo'f'ac; "'' tvat ootcot, TO f-'EV 

!-'1Jtcoc; uuv Tat<; €7rt{3oA.a'ic; ffxovuat 71'oowv etctca£-
5 OEKa, TO o€ 71'AaTO<; T€TTapwv. TO o' f71't Tatc; 

ootcoZ<; opocf>wl-'a 7rpWTOV f-'EV eZxev U71'€CTTPO>f.I-EVOV 
KaAaf-'OV f-'€Ttt 71'0AA.ijc; aucpaA.TOV, f-'ETU oe TaUTa 
71'A.£v8ov Ot71'A.1jv €v ryv'frrp oeoef-'EV'TJV, Tp£Tr;v 
o' €0€xeTO 2 f-'0At{3ac; CTTeryac; 7rpoc; TO 

Ott/CV€tCT8at tcaTa {3a8oc; €tc TOU xihp,aToc; 
voTiOa. €7T£ SE To{rrotr;; €ueuWpEVTO l!cavOv 

1 Bekker, Dindorf. 
• e3exETO Vogel: l7re3<x•'To c, Bekker, Dindorf. 
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ing Garden, as it is called, which was built, not by 
Semiramis, but by a later Syrian king to please one of 
his concubines ; for she, they say, being a Persian by 
race and longing for the meadows of her mountains, 
asked the king to imitate, through the artifice of a 
planted garden, the distinctive landscape of Persia.l 
The park 2 extended four plethra on P,ach side, and 
since the approach to the garden sloped like a hillside 
and the several parts of the structure rose from one 
another tier on tier, the appearance of the whole 
resembled that of a theatre. vVhen the ascending 
terraces had been built, there had been constructed 
beneath them galleries which carried the entire 
weight of the planted garden and rose little by little 
one above the other along the approach; and the 
uppermost gallery, which was fifty cubits high, 
bore the highest surface of the park, which 
was made level with the circuit wall of the 
battlements of the city. Furthermore, the walls, 
which had been constructed at great expense, were 
twenty-two feet thick, while the passage-way be-
tween each two walls was ten feet wide. The roofs 
of the galleries were covered over with beams of 
stone sixteen feet long, inclusive of the overlap, and 
four feet wide. The roof above these beams had 
first a layer of reeds laid in great quantities of 
bitumen, over this two courses of baked brick bonded 
by cement, and as a third layer a covering of lead, to 
the end that the moisture from the soil might not 
penetrate beneath. On all this again earth had been 

1 The "Hanging Gardens" were built by the Chaldaean 
Nebuchadrezzar (605-562 B.o.) for his wife Amyhia, a Median 
princess. 

2 Paradeisos, " park," a word borrowed from the Persian, 
meant no more than a wooded enclosure • 
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f3a8oc;, apKOVV 1 Tat<; TWV f.LE"fiO"TWV o€voprnv 
pU;aw TO o' eDacpo<; €gwf.taALO" ftEVOV 7T' Xi]pe<; t}V 
7T'aVToDa7T'WV o€v8pwv TWV Svvaf.LEVWV KaTa T€ TO 
f.LE'f€8oc; Kat ttA.Xrw xaptv TOV<; Bewpivov<; 

6 ,Yvxarywryi]uat. a[ o€ uvptryrye<; Ttl cf>wm Sexo-
f.LEVat Tat<; St' aA.X1)A.wv U7T'Epoxai<; 7T'OAAtl<; Kat 
7T'aVTODa7rtt<; flxov Ota(Ta<; /3arn"AtKa<;· Jl-La 8' 
' .... ' ' ' ,.I.. ' ' , €K TYJ<; iWWTaTtJ<; €7T't't'aV€ta<; otaTOJl-a<; EXOVO"a 
Kat 7rp0<; TdS E7T'aVT A.1)uet<; TWV uSdnnv lJp"fava, 
ot' iJJv aV€0"7T'aTO 7T' A.i]Bo<; vDaTO<; EK TOV 7T'OTaf.LOV, 
fl-'Y}Devo<; Twv lfgwBev To rytvof1-Evov uvvtoel:v Svva-
fl-Evov. oVTo<; fl-EV ouv o 7rapaoetuoc;, we; 7rpoe'i7rov, 
vuTepov KaTEO"KEvtiuB'Y). 

ll. 'H o€ 'i,ejl-tpajl-t<; eKTt(]'€ Kal aA.Xac; 7T'OAEL<; 

7rapa Tov 7T'0Taf1-ov Tov Te EucppaT'TJv Kat Tov 
Tiryptv, €v ate; Efl-7T'Opta KaTeuKevaue Tot<; cf>opTia 
OtaKofl-isovutv EK Tij<; M'YJUa<; Kat llapatTa-

,., ' ' ,.. ' ' ' K'Y)V?]<; Kat 7T'aO"'Y)<; TrJ<; UVVeryryv<; xwpa<;, fl-€Ta 
ryap TOV Net:A.ov Kat raryry'T}V lJvTe<; f1TlO"'T]fl-OTaTOl 

uxe6ov TWV teaTa 'Au£av 7T'OTafl-WV EucppanJ<; 
Kat Tirypt<; Ta<; fl-EV 7T''Y}"ftl<; exovuw E/C TWV 
'Apf1-€VLWV opwv, Dlf:O"TIJKaO"t 15' a7T'' 

2 uTaOiov<; Stuxt"Aiovc; Kat 7T'€VTaKouiovc;· €vex8evTe<; 
of: Otlt M'Y}DLM teat llapatTaK'T}Vij<; Ejl-/3aA.Xovutv 

EL<; T1JV MeuorroTafl-Lav, a7T'OAaJ1-/3avovT€<; elc; 

1 api<OVV Gemistus: ap<OVfLEPOV. 

1 Koldewey (l.c., pp. 91-100) would identify a vaulted 
building in a corner of Nebuchadrezzar's palace with this 
" hanging garden." Certain considerations speak strongly 
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piled to a depth sufficient for the roots of the largest 
trees; and the ground, when levelled off, was thickly 
planted with trees of every kind that, by their great 
size or any other charm, could give pleasure to the 
beholder. And since the galleries, each projecting 
beyond another, all received the light, they con-
tained many royal lodgings of every description ; 
and there was one gallery which contained openings 
leading from the topmost surface and machines for 
supplying the garden with water, the machines raising 
the water in great abundance from the river, although 
no one outside could see it being done. Now this 
park, as I have said, was a later construction. I 

ll. Semiramis founded other cities also along the 
Euphrates and Tigris rivers, in which she estab-
lished trading-places for the merchants who brought 
goods from Media, Paraetacene, and all the neigh-
bouring region. For the Euphrates and Tigris, the 
most notable, one may say, of all the rivers of Asia 
after the Nile and Ganges, have their sources in the 
mountains of Armenia and are two thousand five 
hundred stades apart at their origin, and after flowing 
through Media and Paraetacene they enter Meso-
potamia, which they enclose between them, thus 

for this: (1) hewn stone, rarely found elsewhere in Babylon, 
was used in its construction; (2) the walls, especially the central 
ones, are unusually thick, as if to bear some heavy burden; 
(3) the presence of a well, unique among the many found in the 
ruins of the city, which consists of three adjoining shafts, the 
two outer and oblong ones presumably being used for an end-
less chain of buckets, and the central and square shaft serving 
as an inspection-chamber. L. W. King (A History of Babylon, 
pp. 46-50) recognizes the force of these arguments, but is 
inclined " to hope for a more convincing site for the gardens." 
E. Unger (Babylon, pp. 216 ff.) accepts the identification of 
Koldewey. 
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I " I "' I ' ,.. 

J.WIOV atT:O£ xwpq, 
7rpou1Jryopta<;' j.£6Ta oE TavTa 71JV a,..vA.wvtav 

T-tJv 'Epv8plw Oa>..ar-. 
3 rav. j.£6ryaA.ot o' lJv76'i' Kat xwpav O£a-

7TOp6VOj.£6VO£ 7TOAAlt<; acpopj.£lt'i' 7rapexovra£ TOt<; 
Ej.£7TOpucfi XPWJ.'fVOt'i' epryaulq,· 0£0 Kat UUJ.£{3alve£ 
TOV'i' 7Tapa7ToTaJ.£lou<; ro7rov<; 7TA.rJp6t'i' i17Tapx6£v 
EJ.£7rop£wv 6vOatj.£ovwv Kat J.£6"/a>..a uvJ.£{3a>..A.oJ.£€vwv 

' ' B Q' I ' ,l.. I 7rpo<; T'TJV 71J'> a,..u"'wvta<; E7Tt'f'av6tav. 
4 'H o€ 'i.Ej.£Lpaj.£t'i' EK TWV 'Apj.£6Vlwv opwv >..£8ov 

eTEJ.£6 ro J.£EV J.£iJKo<; 7roowv eKaTov Kat T pta-
5 KOVTa, TO o€ 7T A.aro<; Kal, 7Taxo<; t:i:KOU£ Kal, 

7TfV76' TOUTOV o€ 7TOAAOL'i' 7TAij86ut '6vrywv 
op6£KWV T6 Kat {3of!£KWV /Cararyaryouua 7TpO'i' TOV 
7TOTaj.£OV E7T), uxeUav- E7T), TaUT'T}'i' 
o€ 7rapaKOJ.£LUaua 2 Kara TOV pEUJ.£aTO<; J.£fXP' Tij<; 
Ba{3vA.wvla<; fiT7'T}tT6V avrov 7rapa E7T£1T1JJ.£0-

I 1!.' f: 8' d ra71JV ooov, 7rapaoo5ov f!aJ.£a TO£'i' 7Tapwvutv• ov 
7£V€'i' OVOJ.£cL,OVUtV U7TO TOV uxr/J.£aTo<; b{3eA.luKOV, 
av ev TOt<; E7TTa TOt<; KaTOVOJ.£a,OJ.£,VO£'i' epryot<; 
Karapt8 J.£OVU£. 

12, fioAAWV Oe Kat lJvrwV 8f!aj.£cL-
7WV Karct Ba{3u>..wvlav ovx f}Ktura 8auJ.£a-

Kal, TO 7TA1]80<; Tij<; ev avrfi "/f!VVWJ.£,V1]'i' 
aucpa>..rov· TOITOVTOV ryap EU7£V !Jure J.£0VOV 
Tat<; rouaurat<; Kat 71]A£KaU7at<; olKoOoJ.£lat<; 
OtapKe'iv, aA.A.a Ka£ uuA.A.eryOJ.£f!VOV 70V A.aov E7rl 

\ I > ,l.. !.' > I e \ f: I rov 707rOV a'f'etow<; apveu at Kat sYJpatvovra 

1 lilfl\8ovTU Gemistus : 3oel\&v-ru. 
1 ... a.pa.Ko/'lua.ua. Vogel: ICa.Ta.ICoulua.tTa. 11, Bekker, Din-

dorf. 
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giving this name to the country .t After this they 
pass through Babylonia and empty into the Red Sea.2 

Moreover, since they are great streams and traverse 
a spacious territory they offer many advantages to 
men who follow a merchant trade ; and it is due to 
this fact that the regions along their banks are filled 
with prosperous trading-places which contribute 
greatly to the fame of Babylonia. 

Semiramis quarried out a stone from the mountains 
of Armenia which was one hundred and thirty feet 
long and twenty-five feet wide and thick; and this she 
hauled by means of many multitudes of yokes of 
mules and oxen to the river and there loaded it on a 
raft, on which she brought it down the stream to 
Babylonia; she then set it up beside the most famous 
street, an astonishing sight to all who passed by. 
And this stone is called by some an obelisk 3 from its 
shape, and they number it among the seven wonders 
of the world. 

12. Although the sights to be seen in Babylonia 
are many and singular, not the least wonderful is the 
enormous amount of bitumen which the country 
produces ; so great is the supply of this that it not 
only suffices for their buildings, which are numerous 
and large, but the common people also, gathering at 
the place,4 draw it out without any restriction, and 

1 Meaning the "region between the rivers." Neither of 
the rivers touches either Media or Paraetacene, which lies 
between Media and Persia. 

a i.e. the Persian Gulf. For Diodorus, as for Herodotus (cp. 
1. 1 ), the " Red Sea " was all the water south of Asia. Our 
"Red Sea" is the" Arabian Gulf" of Diodorus (cp. 1. 33. 8). 

3 Obelisk is a diminutive of obeJos ("a spit"). 
4 According to Herodotus (1. 179) the place was eight days' 

journey from Babylon at the source of the river Is, which was 
a tributary of the Euphrates. 
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2 /Caew 'vA.wv. Oe TO 
'(J' , ' 8' , av pw1rwv apuop.evwv Ka a7Tep EIC Ttvoc; 7T''TJ'YTJ'> 
f1.€'YaA.Tjc; axf.patov Otap.EV€£ TO €an 
Oe /Cat 7r"A..1JC1LOV TaVTrJ<; avaoorrt<; 
Tip p.ev f1.€"fEBet f3paxe'ia, ovvaJ.LLV Oe 8aup.arrtov 
exourra. 7rpof3d.A.A.et 1 'Yap aTp.ov 8eulJO'TJ 
f3apvv, cP TO 7TpoaeA.8ov l;ij>ov a7rav 
7r€pt7Tl7TTOV o'eiq- T€A.eu-rf7· 7TV€V-
p.aToc; 'Yap KaToxf7 xpovov U7Top.e'ivav OtacpBeipemt, 
Ka8&.7rep KwA.uop.€vryc; -rou 7rvevp.aToc; €Kcpopac; 
U7r0 Tij<; 7rp0C17T€C10VC11]<; Ta'ic; ava7rvoat'c; ouvap.ewc;· 
eUBvc; Oe Ototoe'i 7rip.7TpaTat TO a-wp.a, p.aA.trrTa 

3 TOUr; TOV 7TV€Vp.ova T07rOU<;. gfTTt oe 
7repav ,-oiJ 7To,-ap.ov A.ip.vry rr,-epeov gxoua-a -rov 

'TV7TOV,2 elc; OTaV Tt<; €p.f3f] TWV 
a7Teipwv, o"'A.£"fOV f-'EV XPOVOV, 7rpoiwv o' 
elc; TO p.f.rrov 1Ca8a1rep v7ro nvoc; f3iar;; KaTa-
C17TaTat• f.au,-ij> of. f3ory8wv 7TtLA.tv avarr,-p€'/rat 
7rpoatpovp.evoc; aVTEX€Ta£ p.ev Tijr;; EK{Jarrewc;, avn-
G7T'Wf1.EV!f! o' U7TO Ttvor;; gOlK€' TO p.f.v 7TpWTOV 
a7TOV€KpouTat Tovc; 7rOOar;;, eha ,-a a-ICEA.TJ f-'EXP£ 
Tijr;; orrcpvo>, TO OE TeA.eumt'ov oA.ov TO awp.a vapK[J 

cpepeTat 7rp0<; f3u8ov, f..t€7"' oA,{,"fOV 
TET€"'A.EVTTJKW<; avafJaA.A.eTat. 

Ilept p.€v ovv Twv €v Tfi Baf3vA.wvia 8avp.al;o-
' ' I \ f 8' ' p.evwv apKetTW Ta PTJ EVTa. 
13. 'H OE "i.ep.£pap.t\ TOt<; gp"fDl\ a7rf.fJrtK€ 

7repa,, avf.l;eugev E7r' M'l]oiar;; p.e,-a 7roA.A.ijr;; ouvd-
p.ew>· o€ 7rpo> /Jpor;; To ICaA.ovp.evov 

1 7rpo/3rl.Jo..Jo..e< Vogel: 7rporr/3b.Jo.. .. Vulgate, Bekker, Dindorf. 
2 ·dnrov Reiske : T01rov. 
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drying it burn it in place of wood. And countless as 
is the multitude of men who draw it out, the amount 
remains undiminished, as if derived from some im-
mense source. Moreover, near this source there is a 
vent-hole, of no great size but of remarkable potency. 
For it emits a heavy sulphurous vapour which brings 
death to all living creatures that approach it, and they 
meet with an end swift and strange ; for after being 
subjected for a time to a retention of the breath they 
are killed, as though the expulsion of the breath were 
being prevented by the force which has attacked the 
processes of respiration ; and immediately the body 
swells and blows up, particularly in the region about 
the lungs. And there is also across the river a lake 
whose edge offers solid footing, and if any man, 
unacquainted with it, enters it he swims for a short 
time, but as he advances towards the centre he is 
dragged down as though by a certain force ; and when 
he begins to help himself and makes up his mind to 
turn back to shore again, though he struggles to 
extricate himself, it appears as if he were being 
hauled back by something else ; and he becomes 
benumbed, first in his feet, then in his legs as far as 
the groin, and finally, overcome by numbness in his 
whole body, he is carried to the bottom, and a little 
later is cast up dead. 

Now concerning the wonders ofBabylonia let what 
has been said suffice. 

13. After Semiramis had made an end of her build-
ing operations she set forth in the direction of Media 
with a great force. And when she had arrived at 

391 



DIODORUS OF SICILY 

BaryluTavov 'lrA'TJtTtov afJTov 
'\ I t.\ \ \ I 

Kat KO.T€tTK€uaue wapaoetuov, TTJV Jl-I!V wept-

Jl-€Tpov SwiieKa tTTaOiwv, €v m;Ol'l' oe "et,uvo<; 

elxe fJ-E"'faATJV, €E apoeveu8at uuvef3atve 
2 ' ,1.. ' B I " • ' TO "t'VTOVp"'fEtOV, TO O€ aryttTTaVOV opo<; €tTTt 

3 

\ r \ A I ' t' \ ,.. \ \ 
jki!V tepov 1..\LO<;, 1!/C O€ TOV rra.pa TOV wapaol!ltTOV 
JL€povr; a7r0TOJ.L0.0ar; Exet Tr€Tpar;; elr;; V'o/or;; UvaTet-
vouua.<; E7TTaKaloeKa. tTTaOlou<;. ov TO KaTWTO.TOV 

I f: I \ , I I! ) I 
KaTar:;UlTatTa TTJV LDtaV evexapar:;eV EtKova, 

a.hfj rrapaun7uaua. eKaTov. €-rr-
' •'• \ f I J \ I E"'fpa 'f' E Of Kat .:.;uptOt<; 'YPUJl-jkatT!V Et<; TTJV 7T€Tpav 
on 'i.ejklpafJ-l<; TOt<; uary}J,atTt TOt<; TWV aKoXov-
{} I t ,.. I , \ ,.. 1 \ 

OUVTWV U7TO 'TOV 7TEotOV 'X,WtTatTa. TOV 

KP7JfJ-VOV Otcl TOVTWV aKpm-
petav wpouave/37J. 

'E "8 ' Y 't: ' ' V'TEV ev o ava.,ev5aua Kat waparyeVOf.LEVTJ 
rrpo<; Xavova. 7TOAtV Ti}<; M'I]Ola<; ICO.T€V07JlT€V ev 

TtVt f.L€Tempp 7TEOl'f' 7TETpav 'Tip T€ v"fret Kat TOO 
'8 " , , .. " • Jl-€'Y€ €t KaTa'lri\.'1JKTt!C7JV. EVTO.V OVV €T€pov 

rrapaoetuov vrrepf.Le'Y€8., Ka.TeuKevauev, €v Jl-euw 
, I , " .o 8' " , , • TTJV 'lrE'Tpav a7TOI\.O.fJOVtTa, Ka 1JV Ot/COOOJl-7Jf.LaTa 

"'\ "\ \ ,/.. \ , f 'f: • I 
7TOtWTE"-7J rrpor;; TPU"t'7JV errot7Juev, e5 wv Ta TE 

ICO.Ta TOV rrapai>EttTOV arre8ewpet cpuToVp"'f€'ia Ka£ 

rruuav Thv uTpanav wapefJ-flE/3ATJIW'iav €v Too 
4 S' , I t'' ... I ' ' t' J 

7T€ L'f'• €V TOVT'f' 0€ T'f' TO'lr'f' tTVXVOV €VOtO.Tpt-
.. r,. ' ' , ... , ' , 'f' aua xpovov Kat rraVTWV TWV TPV"t'7JV UV7JKOV-

' "\. 1 "" \ I ' '8 1 TWV a7TOI\.auuaua, "'f'l]f.LO.t f.LEV VOptp.W<; OUIC 7J €A7J· 

1 This is the earliest mention of the modern Behistun near 
the " Gate of Asia" on the old highway between Babylon 
and Ecbatana, Diodorus preserving the original form of the 

" place of the Gods '' or "of God.'' The great 
mscr1ptwn, whwh became the Rosetta Stone of cuneiform, was 
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the mountain known as Bagistanus,1 she encamped 
near it and laid out a park, which had a circum-
ference of twelve stades and, being situated in the 
plain, contained a great spring by means of which 
her plantings could be irrigated. The Bagistanus 
mountain is sacred to Zeus and on the side facing 
the park has sheer cliffs which rise to a height of 
seventeen stades. The lowest part of these she 
smoothed off and engraved thereon a likeness of 
herself with a hundred spearmen at her side. And 
she also put this inscription on. the cliff in Syrian 2 

letters : " Semiramis, with the pack-saddles of the 
beasts of burden in her army, built up a mound from 
the plain and thereby climbed this precipice, even to 
its very ridge." 

Setting forth from that place and arriving at the 
city of Chauon in Media, she noticed on a certain 
high plateau a rock both of striking height and mass. 
Accordingly, she laid out there another park of great 
size, putting the rock in the middle of it, and on the 
rock she erected, to satisfy her taste for luxury, some 
very costly buildings from which she used to look 
down both upon her plantings in the park and on the 
whole army encamped on the plain. In this place 
she passed a long time and enjoyed to the full every 
device that contributed to luxury; she was unwilling, 
however, to contract a lawful marriage, being afraid 
placed there about 516 B.o. to recount the defeat by Darius of 
the rebellion which broke out in the reign of Cambyses. It 
stands about five hundred feet above the ground and the 
magnificent sculptures represent the rebellious satraps, two 
attendants of the king, and Da.rius making the gesture of 
adoration before the sacred symbol of Ahuramazda. See 
L. W. King and R. C. Thompson, The Inscription of Darius the 
Great at Behistun. 

2 i.e. Assyrian. 
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CT€V, euA.a/1oVj.tEV1] J.£17TOT€ cnepry()y 
f.mXeryoj.t€vry o€ TWV (TTpaTtWTWV TOiJ<; €U7TpE7T€La 

,.#..I ' I \ I \' otU'I'EpOVTa<; TOVTOt<; 7T'UVTa<; TOV<; 
auTy 7r Ao1]CTULCTUVTa<; 

5 MeTtt c€ Taiha f7T'0 'EK/1aTavwv 7T'Ope£av 
7TOt1]CFUf.LEV1] 7T'UPE"fEVETO 7rpo<; opoc; TO ZapKa'iov 
KUAoOVj.tEVOV' TOVTO o' f7T'l 7TOAoAo0V<; 
CTTaciovr; Kat Sv KP'TJf.tVWv Kat cpaparyrywv 
fl-UKpttv €tXE 7T'EpL000V. f.cptAoOTtj.£€tTO OVV 
fif.La f.LfV fl-V'T}f.LEtOV aeavaTOV U7TOAot7TEtV, 
fif.La o€ CTVVTOfl-OV 7T'Ot1uaueat oc/w OtC17T€p 

, ' ' .. ,1' \ \ '" TOV<; TE Kp'T}f.LVOV<; /CUTU/CO 'I' aua /CUt TOV<; /COL"-OV<; 
T07T'OV<; xwuaua UVVTOf.tOV Kat KUT-
ECT/CEVUCTEV ocov, f} fl-EXPt Tov vvv 'i.ef.Ltpaj.ttoo<; 

6 KUAoEtTat. 1raparyevry8e£ua c' el<; 'EK(1aTava, 
7TOAotv f.v 7T'E0Ltp KEtj.tEV1]1!, KaTECTKEVauev f.v auTy 

Bau£)1.eta Kab aAX'T}v f.7rtf.LEAetav 
f7Tot1uaTo TOV T07TOV 7reptTTOTepav. avvcpov 
ryap olJuryr; 7T'oXewc; Kab f.£1JCaf.Lov uvveryryvr; 

(' I , I 1 \ n 

V7rapxoVCT1J<; 7T1}"f1]<;, E7T'OL'YJCTEV UVT'T}V 1rauav 
/CaTappvTOV, f7Taryaryovua 7T'A€tCTTOV KUb KUAAo£-
CTTOV VCwp f.L€Ttt KUK07T'a(}€{a<; TE Kat 

7 Ca7TaV1J'>· TC:JV ryap 'EK/1aTavwv we; CWOE/Ca UTa-
Ctov<; amixov eCTTtl! opoc; & ICaA.e'iTat f.tEV '0poVT1J<;, 
TV oe rpaxvT1]Tt /Cab T{jl 7T'po<; v'f'o<; avaTELVOVT£ 

'() \' I ri, < ' I {.) >I fl-E"f€ Et Ota'l'opov, W<; aV TIJV 7T'pOCTt-JUCTtV EXOV 
op(}tOV [w<; T'l)<; a!CpwpeLa<; UTaC[wv EiKOCTt 7TEVTE. 

f.K ()aTepov o€ j.tepou<; olJCT'YJ'> A.[f.LV1J<; f.L€"faA1]'> el<; 
7ToTaf.LOV f.K/1aXXovu1J<;, odu!Ca'fre To 7T'poetp1Jf.tevov 

8 '' \ \ ( I y ';to (' t' "' f: \ \ opo<; /CUTa T'T}V pt.,aV. 'Y]V 0 'T} otwpv5 TO fl-EV 
7T'AaTO<; 7TOOWV 7TEVTeKalce!Ca, TO o' v'fro<; TETTapa-
/COVTU' ot' f7TU"fU"fOVCTa TOV f/{ Xlf1V'T}<; 
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that she might be deprived of her supreme position, 
but choosing out the most handsome of the soldiers 
she consorted with them and then made away with 
all who had lain with her. 

After this she advanced in the direction of Ecba-
tana and arrived at the mountain called Zarcaeus ; 1 

and since this extended many stades and was full of 
cliffs and chasms it rendered the journey round a long 
one. And so she became ambitious both to leave an 
immortal monument of herself and at the same time 
to shorten her way ; consequently she cut through 
the cliffs, filled up the low places, and thus at great 
expense built a short road, which to this day is called 
the road of Semiramis. Upon arriving at Ecbatana, 
a city which lies on the plain, she built in it an expen-
sive palace and in every other way gave rather 
exceptional attention to the region. For since the 
city had no water supply and there was no spring in 
its vicinity, she made the whole of it well watered by 
bringing to it with much hardship and expense an 
abundance of the purest water. For at a distance 
from Ecbatana of about twelve stades is a mountain, 
which is called Orontes and is unusual for its rugged-
ness and enormous height, since the ascent, straight 
to its summit, is twenty-five stades. And since a 
great lake, which emptied into a river, lay on the 
other side, she made a cutting through the base of this 
mountain. The tunnel was fifteen feet wide and forty 
feet high; and through it she brought in the river 

1 The Zagros range. 
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'1T'OTap.ov 'TT'OAtv voaro'). raiha 
p.ev ovv l7rol7Juev lv Tfi M 7JOlq. 

14. M€Tit o€ Taiha E7rfJXOe 'T1JV 'TE ITepaloa 
i \ >1...... I " .. > \ Ka 'T1JV a"'"''TJV xropav a'TT'auav 7]> E'TT'7JPXE KaTa 

' 'A , ,.. ' ' , ' ' T7JV utav. 7ravraxov oe Ta p,ev op7J Kat Ta> 
a7roppwrya> '1T'Erpa> OtatcO'TT''TOVUa tcaTeutcevauev 
OOOV') 'TT'OAV'TEAEL>, lv o€ 'TOLl) 7reoiot') E'1T'Oiet xwp.ara, 
7rOTe p.ev nicpov> tcaTautcevcit;ovua ro'i> TeA.evrrout 
TWV 'TT'O'Tf oe 7rOAE£') lv TOL> 

2 ly 'le ' ' ' tcaTottct.,ovua. etro et oe tcat tcaTa Ta> UTpaTo-
pucpa xWJLa'Ta Ka'TaCTICEVliretv, Ecp' Wv 

tcathuTaua lSlav lt7rauav tcarw7rTeve 
Oto tca£ 'TT'o'A'Att /Card. 'Aulav 

JLEXP' Tou vuv otap.evet Twv v'TT'' ltcelv,J> tcaTa-
utcevauOevTrov Ka£ tcaXe'iTat !.ep,tpap.tOO') eprya. 

3 Merd. o€ Taura 'TE Arryv'TT''TOV 'TT'auav E7rfJXOe 
tca£ TfJ> At/3V1J> Ttt 'TT''Ae'iuTa tcarauTpeyap.ev1J 
7rapfJAOev el> "Ap.p.wva, XP7JUOJLEV7J Tip Oeip 7rep£ 
TfJ> lOia> 'TEMVT!fJ>. AE"Jf!Tat o' auTfi ryeveuOat 
Xorytov l' av0pw7rwv tca£ tcard. 

'Aulav 7rap' lvlot> Twv f:Ovwv aOavarov 
If: e " " e e· " · Tev,.eu at Tt}L'Y]>" 07rep eueu at tca ov av 

4 0 VtO') aurfi Ntvva') E'TT't/3ov'Aevuv. tho Oe TOV-
TWV ryevop.ev7J TfJ> AlOto'TT'la> E7rfJA.Oe Ttt 7rAELuTa 
KaTaurpecpop,eV'T} tcal Ttt tcaTtt xwpav Oewp.EV'T} 
7rapaoo,a. eivat ryttp EV aurfi cpaut Xlp.V'I]V 
TE'Tparyrovov, p,ev 7replp.€Tpov exovuav 7rOOWV 

f' f' \ t t: I \ t-' t' "" \ ' ro> etcarov f<o7JKOvTa, TO o vorop TTJ }LfV XPOa 
... I Q I \ • \ o'• 7rapa'TT'I\.'T}UlOV KtVVafJapet, 'T'T}V V OUJL'T}V /Ca 

f' t:J "\' ft',.. , , ' , ... V'TT'EPtJ0"'7J" 7JV€tav, ov/C avop.otov otvrp 'TT'a'Aatrp• 

1 This is obviously an attempt to explain the many mounds 
which dotted the landscape of this region in the time of 
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which flowed from the lake, and filled the city with 
water. Now this is what she did in Media. 

14. After this she visited Persis and every other 
country over which she ruled throughout Asia. 
Everywhere she cut through the mountains and the 
precipitous cliffs and constructed expensive roads, 
while on the plains she made mounds, sometimes 
constructing them as tombs for those of her generals 
who died, and sometimes founding cities on their 
tops. And it was also her custom, whenever she 
made camp, to build little mounds, upon which 
setting her tent she could look down upon all the 
encampment. As a consequence many of the works 
she built throughout Asia remain to this day and are 
called Works of Semiramis.l 

After this she visited all Egypt, and after subduing 
most of Libya she went also to the oracle of Ammon 2 

to inquire of the god regarding her own end. And 
the account runs that the answer was given her that 
she would disappear from among men and receive 
undying honour among some of the peoples of Asia, 
and that this would take place when her son Ninyas 
should conspire against her. Then upon her return 
from these regions she visited most of Ethiopia, sub-
duing it as she went and inspecting the wonders of the 
land. For in that country, they say, there is a lake, 
square in form, with a perimeter of some hundred and 
sixty feet, and its water is like cinnabar in colour and 
the odour of it is exceeding sweet, not unlike that of 

Diodorus as well as to-day and are the remains of ancient 
dwelling sites. 

2 The shrine of Zeus-Ammon in the Oasis of Siwah, which is 
described in Book 17. 50, in connection with the celebrated 
visit to it of Alexander. 
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. 1 Herodotus.(3. 24) says nothing of sort. According to 
the _body rs shrunk and covered With gypsum, which is 

m such. a as to make _it resemble a living man; 
then they set rt wrthm a hollow prllar of hyelos.'' It is diffi-
cult to understand how some translators and commentators 
take this word to mean " porcelain,'' for Herodotus goes on 

398 

BOOK II. 14. 4-15. 4 

old wine; moreover, it has a remarkable power; for 
whoever has drunk of it, they say, falls into a frenzy 
and accuses himself of every sin which he had 
formerly committed in secret. However, a man may 
not readily agree with those who tell such things. 

15. In the burial of their dead the inhabitants of 
Ethiopia follow customs peculiar to themselves; for 
after they have embahned the body and have poured 
a heavy coat of glass over it they stand it on a pillar, 
so that the body of the dead man is visible through 
the glass to those who pass by. This is the statement 
ofHerodotus.1 But Ctesias ofCnidus, declaring that 
Herodotus is inventing a tale, gives for his part this 
account. The body is indeed embalmed, but glass is 
not poured about the naked bodies, for they would be 
burned and so completely disfigured that they could 
no longer preserve their likeness. For this reason 
they fashion a hollow statue of gold and when the 
corpse has been put into this they pour the glass over 
the statue, and the figure, prepared in this way, is 
then placed at the tomb, and the gold, fashioned as it 
is to resemble the deceased, is seen through the glass. 
Now the rich among them are buried in this wise, he 
says, but those who leave a smaller estate receive a 
silver statue, and the poor one made of earthenware ; 
as for the glass, there is enough of it for everyone, 

to say that " it is quarried by them in abundance and is easy 
to work." In Herodotus' day it probably some trans-
parent stone, perhaps alabaster (cp. M. L. Trowbridge, 
Philological Studies in Ancient Glass (University of Illinois 
Studies in Language and Literature,l928), pp. 23 ff.); but by 
the time of Diodorus hyelos was the term used for " glass.'' 
Strabo (17. 2. 3) agrees with Diodorus in saying that in one 
manner of burial the Ethiopians " poured glass over '' the 
bodies of the dead. 
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KaTa Ailho1r£av Kat TeA.€w, r.apa Tot<> 
5 Jryxwplot<> €r.moA.as€w. 1rept Twv vofl-£f1-wv 

Twv r.apa TOt'> Ai8£o'ln Kat Twv li"A-A.wv Twv rywo-
' ' ,.. I I \ I \ fl-€VWV €V TrJ TOUTWV XWPf! Ta KUptwTaTa Kat 

&gta fl-tKpov {JtTT€pOV avarypa'frOf1-€V, (JTaV 
, , ... , , '!: , e .,. I 

Kat Ta<; r.a"-ata<; auTwv 7rpa5et'> Kat fl-V o"'ory,a<; 
oteg£wf1-€V. 

16. 'H "i.ef1-lpaf1-t<; Kamun}uaua TlL T€ KaTa 
Aleto7rlav Kat Arryv7TTOV e7rai'YJA8e f1-€Ta 

TYj<; OUVUf1-€W'> el<; BareTpa TYJ'> 'Aula<;. exouua 
ovvafJ-ft'> fl-E"faAa<; rea£ 7roA.uxpiJVwv liyouua 
,/.. "\ I >I I "\ \ \ I 
.,-t"'OTtfl-W'> €CTX€ r.pa5at Tt "'awrrpov KaTa 7roA..:-

2 fJ-OV. 7TVVBavOf1-EV1) TO TWV 'Ivowv eBvo<> 
' .,. ,.. \ ' , , ' f1-€"flG'TOV €£Vat T(J)!I reaTa TIJV OtreOVf1-€V1)V Kat 

7r"A-€LG'T'Y}V T€ rea£ KaA.A.[CTT1)V x,r.hpav VEf1-€CT8at, 
Stevoe'iro arpaT€Uetv Elf\ E/3aa£-
A.we fl-EV ';I.,raj3po/3aT'YJ<; KaT' Jreelvou<; Tou<; 
XFtOVOV'>, cnpaTtWTWV (,' eixev avaptefl-'YJTOV 
r.X-i}Bo,· U7TYJPXOV C,' aiJT(j> Kat e"A-ecpaVT€'> 7TOAAOL 
KaB' Aaf1-7rpw<> re€KOCTfl-1Jf1-EVOt Tot<; 

3 Tov 7roA.ef1-ov Kam7r"A-1Jrenreo'i<;. ryap 
xwpa Suicfwpo<> ovua T(j> reaAA€£ Kat 7TOAA0t'> 
Ot€lA1)f1-f1-EV1) 7TOTaf1-0t'\ ap0€U€Tat T€ 7TOAAaxov rea£ 
DtTTOV<; reaB' ereauTOV evtaVTOV €:upep€t Kap-rrOU'\' 
DtO rea£ TWV 7rp0'> TO siJv e7TtT1)0€LWV TOG'OVTOV 
exet 7TAYj8o<; !JJuTe Dta 7raVT0'> acpBovov d7roAaU<TlV 
TOt'> eyxwplot'> 7rapex€u8at. AE"f€Tal S€ f1-'YJ0€7TOT€ 
reaT' "f€"fOVEVat O'tToDeLav cp8opav Kap7rwV 

4 Ota eurepau[av TWV T07TWV. ex€£ rea£ TWV 
JAecpaVTWV li7TtG'TOV 7rAYJ80<;, ot Tat<; T€ 
Kat Ta'i<; Tov uwfl-aTo<; pwfJ-at<; r.oA.v 1rpo€xouut 
Twv Jv Tfi 1u/3uv rytvofl-f.vwv, ofl-otw, xpuuov, 
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since it occurs in great abundance in Ethiopia and is 
quite current among the inhabitants. With regard to 
the customs prevailing among the Ethiopians and the 
other features of their country we shall a little later 
set forth those that are the most important and 
deserving of record, at which time we shall also re-
count their early deeds and their mythology.1 

16. But after Semiramis had put in order the affairs 
of Ethiopia and Egypt she returned with her force to 
Bactra in Asia. And since she had great forces and 
had been at peace for some time she became eager to 
achieve some brilliant exploit in war. And when she 
was informed that the Indian nation was the largest 
one in the world and likewise possessed both the 
most extensive and the fairest country, she purposed 
to make a campaign into India.2 Stabrobates at 
that time was king of the country and had a multitude 
of soldiers without number; and many elephants 
were also at his disposal, fitted out in an exceedingly 
splendid fashion with such things as would strike 
terror in war. For India is a land of unusual beauty, 
and since it is traversed by many rivers it is supplied 
with water over its whole area and yields two harvests 
each year; consequently it has such an abundance of 
the necessities of life that at all times it favours its 
inhabitants with a bounteous enjoyment of them. 
And it is said that because of the favourable climate 
in those parts the country has never experienced a 
famine or a destruction of crops. It also has an 
unbelievable multitude of elephants, which both in 
courage and in strength of body far surpass those of 

t This is done in Book 3. 5 ff. 
2 This campaign was doubted already by the ancient writers; 

cp. Strabo 15. l. 5 f. 
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/ipryvpov, uiO'Y}pov, xaA.tdJV• 7rpd<; oe 'TOtJTot<; A.{Bwv 
7TaV'Taiwv Kat 7rOA.V'T€A.wv eunv EV auTfi 7rA-7j8or;, 
en OE 'TWV /11\A.wv a7raV'TWV uxeoov 'TW'' 7rpo<; 

Kat 7TA.oihov Ota'Tetvov'Twv. 
'T7Tep wv 'Ttt Ka'Ttt I_ef.Lipaf.Lt<; aKovuaua 

f.L7JDev 7rpoa'OtwiJBe'iua 'Tdv 7rp'Or; 'Ivoovr; 
5 JgeveryKe/:v 7TOA€f.LOV. opwua o' f.LEryaA.wv 

Ka()' ovvaf.L€wv, 
el<; a7TaUM 'Td<; Ua'Tpa7Tdar;,l 

'Ta'ir; €7Tdpxotr; Ka'Tarypacpew -rwv 
vewv 'TOV<; apiu'TOV<;, ooiiua TdV aptB f.LdV Ka'TCt 'Ttt 

'T(dV €Bvwv· o€ 7raut Ka'Ta-
UK€Vasetv Kawar; 7Tavo7TA.iar; Kat 'To'ir; liA-Xotr; 
li7raut A.af.L7T pwr; 7raparyiveu8at 

6 /1-E'Td TPL'TOV e'TO<; elr; Ba1€'Tpa. f.L€'T€7rf!l-'[ra'TO '0€ 
Kat vaV'Tr'Y}'YOV<; ete TE <PotVLte'l}<; teat I.vpiar; Kat 
Kv7rpov tea£ Tfj<; aAA'T}<; 'Tfj<; 7rapa8aA.a'T'Tiov xwpa<;, 
ale; lirj>Bovov vA-'Y}V p-e'Taryaryovua OteteeA.evua'TO 

7 l€aTauteevasetv 7rO'TUf.Lta 7r A.o'ia 'Otatpe'Tll. o ryap 
'Jvoo<; 'TrOTa/1-0<;, f.LErytuTor; tJv 'TWV 7r€pt 'TOV<; 'TO'TrOV> 
1€at {3autA.e£av au'Tfjr; op£swv, 7roA.Xwv 7rpou-
€0El'TO 7rA.o£wv 7rpo<; 'T€ oui{3autv teal 7rpo<; TO 
'TO V<; 'I voovr; a7ro 'TOV'Twv aJLvvauBat· 7repl, o€ 'TO V 
'TrO'Taf.LOV OUt€ VA'T}<; avaryteawv nv El€ 'Tfjr; 
BateTptavfjr; 7r€SV 7Tapa1€of.Liseu8at 'Ttt 7rXot:a. 

8 6ewpovua o' "!.e/1-ipaf.L£<; EV TV 'TWV 
JA.ecpall'TWV xpetq, 7r0AV AE£7r0f.LEV'T]V, 2 

/Ca'Tt:iUI€€Vasetv €/'owXa 3 'TOVTWV 'TWV spwv, EA7ri-
sovua 'lvoovr; Ottt 'TO VOf.Lisetv 

1 tra!rpa...-•lcn Dindorf: a-rpa.-ro..-•oela.s. 
I -re after deleted by Hertlein. 
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Libya, and likewise gold, silver, iron, and copper; 
furthermore, within its borders are to be found great 
quantities of precious stones of every kind and of 
practically all other things which contribute to 
luxury and wealth.l 

When Semiramis had received a detailed account 
of these facts she was led to begin her war against the 
Indians, although she had been done no injury by 
them. And realizing that she needed an exceedingly 
great force in addition to what she had she despatched 
messengers to all the satrapies, commanding the 
governors to enrol the bravest of the young men and 
setting their quota in accordance with the size of each 
nation ; and she further ordered them all to make 
new suits of armour and to be at hand, brilliantly 
equipped in every other respect, at Bactra on the 
third year thereafter. She also summoned ship-
wrights from Phoenicia, Syria, Cyprus, and the rest 
of the lands along the sea, and shipping thither an 
abundance of timber she ordered them to build river 
boats which could be taken to pieces. For the Indus 
river, by reason of its being the largest in that 
region and the boundary of her kingdom, required 
many boats, some for the passage across and others 
from which to defend the former from the Indians ; 
and since there was no timber near the river the 
boats had to be brought from Bactriana by land. 

Observing that she was greatly inferior because of 
her lack of elephants, Semiramis conceived the plan 
of making dummies like these animals, in the hope 
that the Indians would be struck with terror because 

1 India is more fully described in chaps. 35 ff. 

• .row.>.a. Vogel : loiwp.a.. 
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p?JO' €lvat 70 uUvo""A.ov €tcrr0r; 
9 -rwv Ka-ra -rrJV €m"A€gaua Se /3owv 

p,e"Aavwv TptaKov-ra p,vptaSac; Ttt p,€v Kpea Tote; 
, ' ,.. ' ' ,.. Tli)(V£Tat<; Kat TOt<; 7TpO<; TTJV TWV Ka"raCTK€Va-

CTj./,aTWV lmnpeuiav T€Ta'YP,EVO£<; Stf.vetp,e, Ttt<; Se 
{3vpuac; uuppa7TTOVCTa )(Op"rOV 7TATJpOVCTa 
KaTEUKevauev etSw'Aa, KaTa 7Tav a7TOJ.I,lj.I,OVJ.I,EV7] 
-r-i}v TWV sr/Jwv TOV"r(J)V if>vutv. lKaCTTOV Se TOV-
"r(J)V elxev €vTOc; &vSpa TOv e7Ttp,e'A7]uop,evov Kat 
KUJ.I,'T]AOV, vif>' ov if>epop,evov if>aVTauiav TOt<; 
7Toppw8ev opwutv a"A7]8tvov 8np£ov 7Tape£xero. 

10 oi Se Tavra KarauKev(.lsovTec; a!JTfi TE)(Vt-rat 
7rpoueKapTepovv Tote; lp'Yotc; lv nvt 7Tept/3o'Aw 
7T€ptffJKoSop,np,€vffJ Kal 7Tv'Aac; exovTt T'T]povp,eva'c; 
f7T£j.I,€Aoo<;, rfJuTE j.I,'T}Oeva j.l,rJT€ TWV euwOev €gt€vat 

... , ... "t: e , , , , , T€)(V£TWV j.I,TJTE "rWV EsW EV €tU£€Vat 7rpac; aVTOV<;. 
TOVTO S' f7TOi'T}UEV, 07TW<; P,T)Selc; TWV egw&ev toy TO 
'Ytvop,evov p,'TJSe Sta7Teuy ifJlJ#'TJ 7Tpor; 'Ivoouc; 7Tepl 

I TOVTWV. 
17. 'E7Tet o' ar TE vf)ec; Kat Ttt O'T}p[a KaT-

ECTKEVaCT8'T}CTav fV TOt<; OVCTtV lTEU£, Trp Tp£Tf{J 
j.I,€TE7rEP,'o/aTO Ttt<; 7TaVTaxoBev Svvap,et<; elc; T-i}v 
BaKTptavr}v. TO oe 7TA1)Bac; Tf)<; a8potu8e£CT'TJ<; 
CTTpanac; 1}v, roe; KT'I}Uiac; 0 Kv£Sto<; ave'Ypa'fre, 
7T€SWV p,ev TptaKOCTta£ p,vptaoec;, i7T7TEWV Se efKOU£ 1 

2 p,vptaoec;, app,aTWV o€ OeKa p,vptaSec;. V7Tfipxov 
Se &vopec; brl Kap,r}A.wv oxovp,ez,ot, p,axatpac; 
TE-rpa7TrJ)(€t<; lxovTE<;, TOV aptOp,ov tCTO£ TOt<; 
lipp,aut. vavc; Se 7TOTap,{ar; KaTECTK€vaue Otat-
peTtt<; OtCT)(t"Alar;, alr; 7TapeuKevauaTo Kap,r}A.ovc; 
Tttc; 7Tesfi 7TapaKop,tso6uac; Ta uKaif>"'· €if>opovv 

1 Vogel: C, Bekker, Dindorf. 
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of their belief that no elephants ever existed at all 
apart from those found in India. Accordingly she 
chose out three hundred thousand black oxen and 
distributed their meat among her artisans and the 
men who had been assigned to the task of making 
the figures, but the hides she sewed together 
and stuffed with straw, and thus made dummies, 
copying in every detail the natural appearance of 
these animals. Each dummy had within it a man to 
take care of it arid a camel and, when it was moved 
by the latter, to those who saw it from a distance it 
looked like an actual animal. And the artisans who 
were engaged in making these dummies for her 
worked at their task in a certain court which had 
been surrounded by a wall and had gates which were 
carefully guarded, so that no worker within could 
pass out and no one from outside could come in to 
them. This she did in order that no one from the 
outside might see what was taking place and that no 
report about the dummies might escape to the 
Indians. 

17. When the boats and the beasts had been pre-
pared in the two allotted years, on the third she 
summoned her forces from everywhere to Bactriana. 
And the multitude of the army which was assembled, 
as Ctesias of Cnidus has recorded, was three million 
foot-soldiers, two hundred thousand cavalry, and one 
hundred thousand chariots. There were also men 
mounted on camels, carrying swords four cubits long, 
as many in number as the chariots. And river boats 
which could be taken apart she built to the number of 
two thousand, and she had collected camels to carry 
the vessels overland. Camels also bore the dummies 
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I:'\ \ \ ft t"\ rl-, I "\ I "\ e I 
O€ Kat Ta TWV E"'E'f'UVTWV EWW"'a KapiYJ"'Ot, Ka OTt 
7Tpoe£p1]Tat• 7Tp6<; o' avTa<; TOV'> i7T7T0U'> oi UTpa-
TtWTat uuva:yoVT€'> e7To£ovv TOV 

3 q,o{Niu8at aryptOT'YJTa TWV 8f]p£wv. TO 7Tapa-
""\ I I:'\ '"\"\ ft >I " >I f: 7T"'1JUtOV oe 7TO"'"'Ot'> €T€UlV VUTEpOV €7Tpa,.e 

ITepuev<; o Twv MaKeoovwv lhe 7Tpo'> 
'Pwp.atov'> O£aKtVOVV€V€lV exovTa<; fK 
AtflVTJ'> aA.A.' oih' eKe£vrp 
fV€"fK€tV el'> T?Jv uvvefl'YJ T1JV 7Tepl Ta 

ft !:'\ ' A-."\ , " , TOtaVTa U7TOU01JV Kat '1'£"-0TEXVtaV OUT€ .:;,€p.tpa-
p.t0t' 7r€pt rov aKptfleun;pov 0 7Tp0tWV A.oryO'> 
o1JA.rouet. 

4 '0 o€ TWV 'Ivowv '11"VV-
8avop.eVO'> Ta Te p.ery€8'1'/ TWV 1 ouva-
p.ewv Kat Tij<; el'> Tov 
7TapauKeVij'>, eU7T€VOev ev li7TaUtV V7Tep8eu8at 

5 Iep.£pap.tv. Kat 7TproTov p.ev eK Toii KaA.ap.ov 
KaTeuKevaue 7TA.oia 7TOTap.ta TeTpaKeuxtA.ta· iJ 
ryd.p 7Tapa Te TOV'> 7T'oTap.ov<; Kal TOV'> 
• .., 11:' , A-., .., , .., fte • , 
e"'woet'> T07TOV'> 't'epet Ka"'ap.ov 7T"'fJ O'>, ov TO 
7T'aXO'> OVI( ltv paotw.. av8pW7T0'> 

I I:'\ \ \ '• I 1'. I "AEryeTat oe Kat Ta'> eK TOVTwv KaTauKeva,.op.eva'> 
"' ,I.. , ' ' ' " ' ,, VaU'> ota't'opoV'> KaTa T'I]V Xpetav V7TUPXHV, OUU1J'> 

6 tLU1l7TTOV TUVTTJ<; Tij<; 7TOl'I'JUU/-f-€VO<; o€ Kal 
Tij'> TWV KaTauKwij<; 2 f7Ttp.b .. etav 
Kat 7Tauav i]Bpotue ovvap.tv 
7TOA.V Tij<; 'i.ep.tpajttO£ uvvaxBetUfJ'>· 

1 ovop.a.(op.lvow Vogel: iTOip.a.(op.EVOIV F, Bekker, Dindorf. 
8 Ka.TatTIC<vijs Vogel: 11"apa.ITK<vijs II, Bekker, Dindorf. 

1 i.e. the elephants. 
1 In the Third Macedonian War, 171-167 B.o., Polyaenus 

(4. 20) says that Perseus constructed wooden dummies of 
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of the elephants, as has been mentioned; and the 
soldiers, by bringing their horses up to these camels, 
accustomed them not to fear the savage nature of 
the beasts.l A similar thing was also done many 
years later by Perseus, the king of the Macedonians, 
before his decisive conflict with the Romans who had 
elephants from Libya.2 But neither in his case did 
it turn out that the zeal and ingenuity displayed in 
such matters had any effect on the conflict, nor in that 
of Semiramis, as will be shown more precisely in our 
further account. 

When Stabrobates, the king of the Indians, heard 
of the immellllity of the forces mentioned and of the 
exceedingly great preparations which had been made 
for the war, he was anxious to surpass Semiramis in 
every respect. First of all, then, he made four thou-
sand river boats out of reeds ; for along its rivers and 
marshy places India produces a great abundance of 
reeds, so large in diameter that a man cannot easily 
put his arms about them; 3 and it is said, furthermore, 
that ships built of these are exceedingly serviceable, 
since this wood does not rot. Moreover, he gave 
great care to the preparation of his arms and by 
visiting all India gathered a far greater force than 
that which had been collected by Semiramis. Fur-

elephants a.nd that a. man within them imitated their 
trumpetn;g. The horses of the Macedonians were led up to 
these and thus accustomed to the appearance and trumpeting 
of the Roman elephants. Zonara.s (9. 22) adds the 
dummies were also smeared with an ointment "to g1ve them 
a dreadful odour." 

a In Book 17. 90. 5 Diodorus describes trees of India which 
four men can scarcely get their arms about, and Strabo 
(15. I. 56), on the authoritY: of spe!l'ks of reeds 
some of which are three cub1ts and others SlX m diameter. 
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7 7TOt1JO"Uft€VO<; oe Kat n':Jv a"fpiwv e"A-HpaVTWV B1)pav 
Kat 7ToA-"A-a7TAaO"taO"ar; Tour; 7Tpov7TcipxovTar;, EKo-
O"ft'IJO"ev &7TavTar; Tot<; elr; Tov 7ToAe;.tov KaTa7TA'IJ-

s KnKoZr; A-a;.t7Tpwr;· oto Kat O"uv€/3atve KaTa Thv 
i!<f>ooov aiJTwv oui Te TO 7T"A-ij8or; Ka£ TiJV E7Tl Twv 
OwpaKLWV KaTaO"Kevhv aVU7TOO"TaTOV avO pw7Tivn 
<f>uO"et <f>aiveO"Oat TTJV em<f>avetav. 

18. , E7Tet o' avT(j> 7TUVTa Ttt 1 7rpor; TOV 7TOA€-
ftOV KaTEO"KelJaO"TO, 7rpor; Thv "i.e;.t{paf.ltV Ka0' OOOV 
OUO"aV CLrrfO"T€tA€V a"f"fE"A-our;, E"fKaA.wv OTt 7Tpo-
KaTapxemt TOU 7TOAfftOU J.t'JOEV a0tK'I]B€tO"a" 
7TOAAU o€ Kat appTJTa KaT' avTij<: wr; ETaipa<; 2 

ota Twv "fpap,;.tchwv Kat Beovr; 
E7Tt;.tapTupap,evo<;, KaTa7TOAEftryO"a<; avThv 

2 O"Tavprp 7Tp00"1]Awcretv. "i.e;.tipa;.tt<: ava-
'fVOucra Tryv E7TtO"ToA-hv Kat KaTa"feAaO"acra Twv 
1e1pa;.t;.t€vwv, ota Twv i!P'Ywv l!<f>TJO"e Tov 'Ivoov 
7T€tpaO"eO"Bat Tij<; 7T€pl avTryV apeTij<;. E7T€t oe 
7TpOU"fOUO"U J.t€Ta Tij<; Ouvap,ewr; e7Tt TOV 'Ivoov 
7ToTap,ov KaTe"A-a/3e Ta Twv 7To"A-e;.tiwv 

3 7TAO'ia 7rpor; ftUX7JV lTot;.ta. Ot07T€p Kat avTry 
KaTapTLO"aO"a Taxewr; Ta<; vav<; Kat 7T"A-1JpWcraO"a 
Twv KpaT{O"Twv E7Tt/3aTwv O"uveO"T1}0"aTo KaTa Tov 
7TaTa;.tov vaup,axiav, O"up,<f>t"A-on;.tou;.t€vwv Kat 
Twv 7Tape;.t/3ef3"A-7Jt<:oTwv 7Tapa To pe'iBpov 7Te,wv. 

4 E7Tt 7TOAUV oe XPDVOV TOU KtVOVVOU 7TapaT€LVOVTO<; 
Kat 7TpoBv;.tw<: EKaTEpwv a"fWVtO"a;.t€vwv, TO Te"A-eu-
TatOV "i.e;.tipa;.tt'> €viK1JO"€ Kat Ote<f>Betpe Twv 
7T"A-o£wv 7rept xi"A-ta, O"vveA.af3e o' aix;.taAwTov<; 

5 OVIC OAL"fOV<;. E7TapBe'iO"a oe TV vi!CJJ Tar; EV T(j> 

1 'Td added by Gemistus. 

BOOK II. !7· 7-18. S 

thermore, holding a hunt of the wild elephants and 
multiplying many times the number already at his 
disposal, he fitted them all out splendidly with such 
things as would strike terror in war ; and the conse-
quence was that when they advanced to the attack 
the multitude of them as well as the towers upon 
their backs made them appear like a thing beyond 
the power of human nature to withstand. 

18. When he had made all his preparations for the 
war he despatched messengers to Semiramis, who 
was already on the road, accusing her of being the 
aggressor in the war although she had been injured 
in no respect; then, in the course of his letter, after 
saying many slanderous things against her as being 
a strumpet and calling upon the gods as witnesses, he 
threatened her with crucifixion when he had defeated 
her. Semiramis, however, on reading his letter 
dismissed his statements with laughter and re-
marked, " It will be in deeds 1 that the Indian will 
make trial of mv valour." And when her advance 
brought her with her force to the Indus river she 
found the boats of the enemy ready for battle. 
Consequently she on her side, hastily putting together 
her boats and manning them with her best marines, 
joined battle on the river, while the foot-soldiers 
which were drawn up along the banks also partici-
pated eagerly in the contest. The struggle raged 
for a long time and both sides fought spiritedly, but 
finally Semiramis was victorious and destroyed about 
a thousand of the boats, taking also not a few men 
prisoners. Elated now by her victory, she reduced to 

1 i.e. ami not in words. 

2 &!s haipas Vogel : &!s halpav D, <Is hatpdav F and 
accepted by all editors. 
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' \ ,.., - '!: \:' \:'f \ 'TT'OTaf.Lrp V1JUOU<; /Cat 'TT'OI\A!tf; EslJVOpa7TOOt<TaTO, /Cat 
alxp.aAroT(J)J) urop.aT(J)IJ Tar; OeKa 

p.uptaSar;. · 
MeTa oe mu8' 0 p.'fv TWIJ 'JvSwv (:3autAEV<; 

ovvap.tv a1l"O TOU 'TT'OTaf.LOU, 7Tpou-
7T'Otovp.evor; p.ev avaxropEtJJ Ota cpo(:3ov, Tjj o' 
aA'T}Beiq. #ov).6p.evor; TOV<; 7TOAEp.lovr; 7rpoTpe-

6 'frau8at Sta#f7vat TOV 'TT'OTap.ov. oe 'i.ep.ipap.tr;, 
ICaTa IJOUJJ avTjj TWIJ 7rparyp.aT(J)V 7rpoxropovJJT(J)JJ, 
"J- !: \ \ ' "\ "\ Et:.EVsE TOIJ 'TT'OTap.ov ICaTaUICEVauaua 7TOI\.VTE"-1J 

\ ,, 'A. ? " \:' f.LErya"''I'J" rye'f'vpav, ot TJ<; a7Tauav otaiCO· 
p.luaua Svvaf.Ltv E7Tt p.ev Tou 

ICaTeM7T€V avopwv €Ea1Ctup.uplrov, Tjj 
lfX).y 7Tpof7ryev Tovr; 

'IvSovr;, 7rpoYJryovp.evrov Twv elocf>).rov, o7Tror; oi 
Twv 7roAep.lrov Tip #autAe'i &7Ta"'f'YE{-

7 ).ci>ut TO 7TXf78or; TWIJ 7Tap' avTjj 8'T}plrov. ov 
Ote'frevu8'1'} oe ICaTCl rye TOUTO Tf7r; EA7Tloor;, ti).).a 

• \ \ • "'8 I 'I \:' T(J)IJ E7r£ 1CaTaUIC07Tl'liJ f!IC7TEP,'f' EIJT(J)IJ TO£<; VOO£<; 
a7Taryrye).).ovTrov To 7T'Af78oc; Twv 7Tapa To'ic; 
7TOAEJ.dotr; EAEcpaJJT(J)V, a7TaJJTf!<; Ot1J7rOpouJJTO 
7ro8ev avTjj uvvaiCOAOUBe'i TOUOUTO 'TT'Af7Bor; 8'1'}-

1 ' \ )/ I \ ..,,10 "'t' "\. I I 
8 ptroJJ. OV P,YfV Ep.Etvf! rye TO 't' f!VOO<; 7T "'E'(J) XPOVOJJ 

Kpv7TTop.evov· Twv ryap 7Tapa TV ':iep.tpap.tot 
uTpaTevop.evrov Ttver; vviCTor; ev Tjj s I ' e \ ' \ ,/.. A I etq.\:',flf 7T8ep;_ Tar; 'f'u 
'f'OtJ'TJ evTec; oe T1JV e7Ta1Co"'ov ouuav np.roptav 
'TJVTop.o).'T"Juav 7rpor; Tovr; 7TOAep.lour; 

\ >"\ 1,1.. "\ I 0 I "\ ',/..' • Tour; e"'e'f'avTac; 7T "'av'T}v a7T'T}ryryet"'av. e'f' otr; 
0 TWIJ 'lvowv #autA.evc; /Cat Tjj ovvaj.lEt 

otaryryeD..ar; Ttl 7rep£ Twv eloro).rov, e7reuTpe'frev E7Tl 
Tovr; 'Auuuplour; otaTaEac; Svvap.tv. 
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slavery the islands in the river and the cities on 
them and gathered in more than one hundred 
thousand captives. 

After these events the king of the Indians withdrew 
his force from the river, giving the appearance of 
retreating in fear but actually with the intention of 
enticing the enemy to cross the river. Thereupon 
Semiramis, now that her undertakings were prosper-
ing as she wished, spanned the river with a costly 
and large bridge, by means of which she got all 
her forces across ; and then she left sixty thousand 
men to guard the pontoon bridge, while with the rest 
of her army she advanced in pursuit of the Indians, 
the dummy elephants leading the way in order that 
the enemy's spies might report to the king the 
multitude of these animals in her army. Nor was she 
deceived in this hope ; on the contrary, when those 
who had been despatched to spy her out reported to 
the Indians the multitude of elephants among the 
enemy, they were all at a loss to discover from 
where such a multitude of beasts as accompanied 
her could have come. However, the deception did not 
remain a secret for long ; for some of Semiramis' 
tl'oops were caught neglecting their night watches in 
the camp, and these, in fear of the consequent punish-
ment, deserted to the enemy and pointed out to 
them their mistake regarding the nature of the 
elephants. Encouraged by this information, the king 
of the Indians, after informing his army about the 
dummies, set his forces in array and turned about 
to face the Assyrians. 
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19. To 8' auro Kat ri}c; "2.ej-ttpap,t8oc; hnre· 
AOVU7J<;, we; frrytuav Ta urpar/rrreSa, 
"i.ra/3po/3ar7Jc; o rwv 'Ivowv /3autA.evc; 7rpoa7r-
euretA.e 7roA.v 7rpo ri}c; 4>aA.a'Y-yoc; rove; trr7re'ic; p,era 

2 TWV apwhwv. 8€ rijc; /3autt...iuu7]<; 
eupwurwc; ff1>o8ov TWV l'Tr'TrEWV, Kat TWV 

€A.e4>avrwv 7rpo rf]c; 4>aA.a'Y'Yoc; 
Jv fuotc; reTa"fftEVwv, uvvf./3awe 

a 7rrvpwBat rove; rwv 'IvSwv trr7rovc;. ra 7 ap 
dSwA.a 7roppwBev ftEV op,oiav eixe 7rpouo'[rw 
rote; aA.17Bwotc; B'T]piot<;, otc; 8vT€c; oi rwv 
'I vSwv t7r7rOt reBapp7JKorwc; 7rpouirr7reuov· TOt'> 
8' E"f"fLUaUtV f7 T€ rrpouf./3aA.A.ev 
/Wt TI1A.A.a 8ta1>opav exovra 'TrUVTa 7raftft€"fEBIJ 
TOV<; t7r7rOV<; oA.ouxepwc; UVV€TapaTT€. bto Kat 
TWV 'I v8wv oi ftEV €rrl 'YiJv f!7rt7rrov, oi 8€ 
TWV srf>wv U7r€£8ovvTCtJV TOt<; xaA.tvot<; we; ErV"fxa-
vev 1 elc; rove; rroA.eJ-tiovc; ftETa TWv 

4 KOJ-tttoVTCtJV aUTOV<; t7r7rCtJV. 8e "£EftLpaj-tt<; ft€Ta 
uTpanwrwv E7rtAEKTCtJV J-taXOJ.iEIJ1) Kat rip 7rpo-
TEpryJ-taTt 8egu;,c; XP1JUaJ-tEV7J TOUr; 'IvSovc; Jrp€-
"[raro. wv 4>v'Yovrwv 7rpor; r'i]v 4>aA.a'Y'Ya "i.ra-
/3pof3ar1Jc; o /3autA.evc; ou Kararr'Aa'Yetc; €rrtl"fa'Ye 
Ta<; TWV rreswv TWV €A.e-
1>avrwv, auTo<; 8' €rrl TOV 8Egwv KEparoc; T€-

1 \ \ I ) \ ,.. I 

Ta"fftEVO<; Kat T1JV ftUX7JV €7rt TOV KpaTtUTOV 
BTJpiov 7rOtoVft€Voc; E7r>J"fa'Ye KaTa7r A7JKTtKW<; €rrl 

/3auiA.tuuav Kar' avTOV TVXlKW<; T€Ta'/ftEV7JV. 
5 TO 8' auro Kat TWV &t..."Awv €?wpavTCtJV 'TrOll]• 

uavTCtJV ft€Ta Tijc; !.ej-ttpllfttDoc; OvVaj-tt<; fJpa xvv 
V'TrEUT'T) xpovov TWV B1JpLCtJll ff1>o8ov• Ta 'Yap 
rif>a Dta1>opa rate; UAKat<; 8vTa Kat Tat<; lUatr; 

4IZ 
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19. Semiramis Ukewise marshalled her forces, and 
as the two armies neared each other Stabrobates, the 
king ofthe Indians,despatched his cavalry and chariots 
far in advance of the main body. But the queen 
stoutly withstood the attack of the cavalry, and since 
the elephants which she had fabricated had been 
stationed at equal intervals in front of the main body 
of troops, it came about that the horses of the 
Indians shied at them. For whereas at a distance 
the dummies looked like the actual animals with 
which the horses of the Indians were acquainted and 
therefore charged upon them boldly enough, yet on 
nearer contact the odour which reached the horses was 
unfamiliar, and then the other differences, which 
taken all together were very great, threw them into 
utter confusion. Consequently some of the Indians 
were thrown to the ground, while others, since their 
horses would not obey the rein, were carried with 
their mounts pell-mell into the midst of the enemy. 
Then Semiramis, who was in the battle with a select 
band of soldiers, made skilful use of her advantage 
and put the Indians to flight. But although these 
tied towards the battle-line, King Stabrobates, un-
dismayed, advanced the ranks of his foot-soldiers, 
keeping the elephants in front, while he himself, 
taking his position on the right wing and fighting 
from the most powerful of the beasts, charged in 
terrifying fashion upon the queen, whom chance had 
placed opposite him. And since the rest of the 
elephants followed his example, the army of Semi-
ramis withstood but a short time the attack of the 
beasts; for the animals, by virtue of their extra-
ordinary courage and the confidence which they felt 

1 lru-yx.tv.,, Vogel: ABG, llekker, Dindorf. 
4I3 
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pwJJ.al<; 
6 paoiwr; 

' '' 

7r€7rOtBoTa 7fUVTa TOV vcf>tcTTaJL€VOV 
dv(JpEt. ln07Tep 7roAUc; "al. 7rav7o'ior; 

7 

,J..' ,.. \ \ \ f €"f£V€TO 't'OVO<;, TWV JL€V V7f0 TOV<; 7rOoa<; V7f07f£-
7fTOVTWV, TWV oe TOt<; OOOVCTLV avauxtSOJLEVWV, 
Jv£wv Oe rat<; 7rpof3oCTKLCT£V avappmTOVJLEVrov. 
uvxvov oe V€Kpwv uwp€VOJJ.EVOV Kat TOV 
KLVOUVOV TOt<; opwut oetvnv eK7rA'Y}[tv Kat cf>of3ov 

I \ )/ I ' \ ,.. 't: 7raptCTTUVTO<;, OVO€£<; €T£ JL€V€£V €7ft T'YJ<; TUc:;€W<; 
hoA.JJ.a. 

Tpa1revror; oov TOV 1ravror; o fJautA.etJ<; 
TWV 'Ivowv €7r' avrrw Jf]HLS€7"0 rhv "ieJLlpajLUJ, 
Kat ro JLEV 7rpWTov €1r' €Kefv'Y}v ro[euuar; ifrvxe 
roil f]paxlovor;, e1retr' aKovTluar; ota roil 
vwrov Tij<; fJautA.luu'YJ<;, 7rA.ary[ar; €vexBelu'Y}<; rijr; 
7f A1]ryijr;· Oto7rep ovoev 7raBovua 0€LVOV 't.eJLi-
paJLL<: raxewr; acf>l-rr7revue, 7rOAV A€L7rOJLEVOV Kara 

8 TO raxor; TOV OtWKOVTO<; B'Y]plov. 7rUVTWV o€ 
cf>evryovrwv €-rrl rhv uxeoiav, TOCTOUTOV 
elr; eva Kat CTT€VOV {3taSOJLEVOV T07rOV oi JLEV rijr; 
{JautALCTCT'YJ<; v1r' a-rreBV'T}CTKOV CTVJL-
7raTOUJL€VOl Kat cfwpoJLevot -rrapa cf>uuw avaJLl.g 
i7f7r€t<; 7€ Kat -rresoi, TWV oe 'Ivowv E7rlK€1JLEVWV 
wuJLo<: JrylveTo f]iawr; €1rl. rijr; ryecf>upar; ota Tov 
A.. 'fJ " ... ... ' , e B ' 'A..' • , 't'O OV, WCTT€ 'lrOI\.1\.0V<; €c:;W OVJJ.€VOV<; €'1' €KUT€pa 
JLEP'TJ n}r; ryecf>upar; €JL-rri1rrew elr; rov 1roraJLov. 

9 o€ "ieJLipaJLt<:, E7r€lOh TO 7rA€tCTTOV JJ.Epor; TWV 
U7r0 rijr; JLaX'YJ<: OLUCTWSOJLEVWV Ota TOV 7fOTaJ.I.OV 
)f ,.. ) ,k "'\. I ' I \ I 
€TVX€ 7"1]<; UCT't'UI\.€£U<;, U7rEKO'f"€ TOV<; CTVV€XOVTU<; 
oeuJLoVr; rnv ryecf>vpav- wv A.vBf.vrwv JLEV uxeOia 
Kara -rroA.A.a OtatpeBeZua JLEPTJ Kat uvxvovr; Jcp' 

exovua TWV OLWKOVTWV 'Ivowv V7f0 rfjr; 
TOV peUJLaTO<; ucf>oopoT'Y}TO<; cd<; ifrvxe KUT'TJVEXB'TJ, 
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in their power, easily destroyed everyone who tried 
to withstand them. Consequently there was a great 
slaughter, which was effected in various ways, some 
being trampled beneath their feet, others ripped up 
by their tusks, and a number tossed into the air by 
their trunks. And since a great multitude of 
corpses lay piled one upon the other and the danger 
aroused terrible consternation and fear in those who 
witnessed the sight, not a man had the courage to 
hold his position any longer. 

Now when the entire multitude turned in flight the 
king of the Indians pressed his attack upon Semi-
ramis herself. And first he let fly an arrow and struck 
her on the arm, and then with his javelin he pierced 
the back of the queen, but only with a glancing blow; 
and since for this reason Semiramis was not seriously 
injured she rode swiftly away, the pursuing beast 
being much inferior in speed. But since all were 
fleeing to the pontoon bridge and so great a multitude 
was forcing its way into a single narrow space, some of 
the queen's soldiers perished by being trampled upon 
by one another and by cavalry and foot-soldiers being 
thrown together in unnatural confusion, and when the 
Indians pressed hard upon them a violent crowding 
took place on the bridge because of their terror, so 
that many were pushed to either side of the bridge 
and fell into the river. As for Semiramis, when the 
largest part of the survivors of the battle had found 
safety by putting the river behind them, she cut the 
fastenings which held the bridge together; and when 
these were loosened the pontoon bridge, having been 
broken apart at many points and bearing great 
numbers of the pursuing Indians, was carried down 
in haphazard fashion by the violence of the current 
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7TOAAOU') Jl-EV TWV , lvowv ot€cp(:htp€, Tfj of. 
"i<Ji-tpaJi-tOt 7ToA.A.iJV aa-cpaA.Etav 7Tap€a-K€vaa-E, 
K(J)Ava-aa-a TWv 7TOA€Jl-L(J)V €7T' OtafJaa-w. 

lO Jl-€Ta o€ mvB' 0 Ji-EV TWV 'Ivowv j3aa-tA€v<;, Oto-
,., ) ,., I \ ,.. I 1 

G"'l]jl-t(J)V 
1 

avnp Ka! T(J)V a7TO-
cpawof1-EV(J)V a-ryjl-atvEa-Bat Tov r.oTafl-OV P.'IJ Ota-
j3aivEtv, gtTXEV, Oe 2.Ep.£paj1-t<; aA.A.a"/r]V 
r.Ot7Ja-ap.€vr] Tow €r.avryA.8Ev El<; 

BctKTpa, ova Ji-EP'l Tij<; OVVUjl-€(1)') ar.o/3E/3JvT}KUta. 
20. METa 0€ nva xpovov ur.o Nwvou Tov viov 

ot' Evvovxav Ttvo<; E7Tt/3ovA.w8eZO"a, TO r.ap' 
"A fl-}l(J)VO<; )..(;"/toll avav€(J)G"atJ.EV7], TOV E7rt/3ovA€V-
G"avTa KaKOV ovo€v ElpryaO"aTO, TOVVaVTLOV Oe 
fJaa-tA.eiav avTij> 7TapaoouO"a Kat TOL<; ur.apxw; 
aKOV€lV EK€LVOV 7T TaXE(J)') 
€avn]v, w<; Elc; Bwuc; KaT a -:-ov XP'YJG" Ji-OV p.ETa-

2 G"T'YJO"Ojl-EV7J. evtot Oe jJ-VBoA.orovvTe<; cpaa-tv 
"f€IJEO"Bat 7T€pta-T€pav, Kat 7TOAAWV opVE(J)V El<; 

oiKiav KaTa7TETaa-BevT(J)V Jl-eT' iKdv(J)v €Kr.E-
Taa-Bijz,at· Oto Kat 'TO V'> 'Aa-a-vpiovc; r.€pt-
O"T€pav Ttjl-CW we; Beov, ar.aBavaTtl;ovTar; 
"ieJl-fpaJi-tV. avT'IJ p.ev ovv j3aa-t"AEvO"aaa Tij<; 
'Aa-ia<; cmaa-ryc; 7T A.r)v 'Ivowv iTEA.ev'TIJO"€ Tov 
7T poEtprJJl-Evov Tpo7Tov, ;3twa-aa-a Ji-EV E'TYJ 
Ouo, j3aa-tA€UO"aa-a Oe OVO 7Tp0<; TOt<; 'T€T'TapaKOVTa. 

3 K T'IJO"iar; Ji-Ev ovv o Kviowc; r.Ept "i.ef1-tp£tf1-tOor; 
TOtavB' ia-TOp'Y}K€V' of. Kai TlV€') TWV 
aA.A(J)V a-vryrypacpE(J)V cpaO"tv €m£pav "f€· 
"'ovevat Evr.pEr.ij, Kal ota To Ka"AA.o<; Jp(J)n/Cws 
,, ',., ' (.) "\.' ,., 'A I ' 4 EX<tv auT1]'> Tov tJaG"L"-Ea T(J)V a-a-vpt(J)V. TO 
pf.v ouv 7TpWTOV Ji-€Tp{a<; lt7TOOoXiJ'> 
vew €v TOL<; j3aO"tAf!LOt<;, Jl€Ta of_ TavTa ryv'Y}a-tav 
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and caused the death of many of the Indians, but for 
Semiramis it was the means of complete safety, the 
enemy now being prevented from crossing over 
against her. After these events the king of the 
Indians remained inactive, since heavenly omens 
appeared to him which his seers interpreted to mean 
that he must not cross the river, and Semiramis, 
after exchanging prisoners, made her way back to 
Baetra with the loss of two-thirds of her force. 

20. Some time later her son Ninyas conspired 
against her through the agency of a certain eunuch ; 
and remembering the prophecy given her by 
Ammon,l she did not punish the conspirator, but, on 
the contrary, after turning the kingdom over to him 
and commanding the governors to obey him, she at 
once disappeared, as if she were going to be trans-
lated to the gods as the oracle had predicted. Some, 
making a myth of it, say that she turned into a dove 
and flew off in the company of many birds which 
alighted on her dwelling, and this, they say, is the 
reason why the Assyrians worship the dove as a god, 
thus deifying Semiramis. Be that as it may, this 
woman, after having been queen over all Asia with 
the exception of India, passed away in the manner 
mentioned above, having lived sixty-two years and 
having reigned forty-two. 

Such, then, is the account that Ctesias of Cnidus has 
given about Semiramis; but Athenaeus 2 and certain 
other historians say that she was a comely courtesan 
and because of her beauty was loved by the kinO' of 
the Assyrians. Now at first she was accorded gnly 
a moderate acceptance in the palace, but later, when 

1 Cp. chap. 14. 
2 Nothing is knawn about this Athenaeus. 
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1 The following legend contains a reference to BaJ;Iylonian 
Sacaea, which was almost certainly a New Year s festival. A 
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she had been proclaimed a lawful wife, she persuaded 
the king to yield the royal prerogatives to her for a 
period of five days.1 And Semiramis, upon receiving 
the sceptre and the regal garb, on the first day held 
high festival and gave a magnificent banquet, at 
which she persuaded the commanders of the military 
forces and all the greatest dignitaries to co-operate 
with her; and on the second day, while the people 
and the most notable citizens were paying her their 
respects as queen, she arrested her husband and put 
him in prison; and since she was by nature a woman 
of great designs and bold as well, she seized the throne 
and remaining queen until old age accomplished 
many great things. Such, then, are the conflicting 
accounts which may be found in the historians 
regarding the career of Semiramis. 

21. After her death Ninyas, the son of Ninus and 
Semiramis, succeeded to the throne and had a 
peaceful reign, since he in no wise emulated his 
mother's fondness for war and her adventurous 
spirit. For in the first place, he spent all his time 
in the palace, seen by no one but his concubines and 
the eunuchs who attended him, and devoted his life 
to luxury and idleness and the consistent avoidance 
of any suffering or anxiety, holding the end and aim 
of a happy reign to be the enjoyment of every kind 
of pleasure without restraint. Moreover, having 
in view the safety of his crown and the fear 

prominent feature of this was the killing of a criminal who had 
been permitted for five days to wear the king's robes, to sit on 
his throne, to issue decrees, and even to consort with his 
concubines, and who, after this brief tenure of office, was 
scourged and executed. Cp. J. G. Frazer, The Golden Bough, 
Pt. III, The Dying God, pp. 113-17. 
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rytvo;.tevov cp6{:3ov KaT €vtavTov J.LET€7TEJ.L7T€TQ 

O'TpartCJJT(;>V aptB;.tov wplO'ftEVOV Kat O'TpaT1J'YOV 
4 U7TO l!Bvov<; EKU!TTov, Kat TO J.LEV EK r.avTwv 

a8pow0€v O'TpLtT€Vfta EICTO<; TYJ<; 7TOAEW<; ITVVE'ixev, 
t / ,., '8 ,., \ , / ... \ 
EKUO'TOV TWV E l'WV TOV EVVOVO'Ta TOV TWV 7TEpt 
avTOZ' ?:moDEtKvvwv Tau 8' €vtavTou 
DteA.BovToc; J.LETE7TEJ.L7TETo 7TltA.tv a1ro Twv €Bvwv 

\ }f ' \ \ I ' I 
TOV<; O'Tpanc.;Ta<;, Ka! TOV<; a7TE-

5 AVEV H<; Ta<; 7TaTptDac;. ov O'VVTEAOVJ.Levov O'VV-
<!{:3atvE Tou<; v1ro TrJV {:3aO'tA.E£av TETa"f;.tEvov<; lt7Tav-
Ta<; 1 /CaTa7T€7TAi]xBat, BEwpovvTa<; ad J.LeyaA.a<; 
Svva;.tf!t'> €v iJ7Ta£8 prp O'TpaTor.EDevo;.teva<; Kat To'i<; 
acptO'Ta;.tEVOl<; ry 7T€t0apxouO'tv ETO[ft1JV OV!Tav 

6 Ttf.LWpiav. Ttl8 S€ /CaT' €vtaVTOV aA.A.a'Ya'> TWV 
O'TpaTtwTwv €r.Evorwev, iva 1rptv ry KaA.w<; ryvwq-
8P,vat TOU<; O'TpaT?J'YOU> Kat Tou<; llA.A.ovr; lt7TavTar; 
t ) 1 "\ "\ 1"'\ ) \ ) <i:' I t;;'> 1 

V7T a"-"'TJ"-WV, EKa!TTO<; €£<; TTJV W£aV otaXWP£S'Y}Ta£ 
r.aTpUia· o ryap r.o7\,ur; xpo1,or; Ti]r; O'TpaTE[ar; 
Eft7TEtp[av T€ Twv KaTa Tov r.oA.E;.tov Kat cf>povTJtta 

.... t , '8 ' \ ' ... ' ' TOt<; TJ"f€ft01Tl 7T€ptTt 1)1Tl, Ka£ TO 7T I\.€£!TTOV acpop;.tar; 
r.apexETat ftEryaA.ar; 1rpor; a7ToO'TaiTtv Kat O'vvw-

7 I \ ,., t I \ \ t ' ftO!Ttav /CaTa TWV TJ'fOVJ.LEVWV, TO 0€ ftTJO vcp 
€vor; Twv l!!;w8Ev 8EwpE'i0'8at Ti]> ;.tf.v 7TEpt avTov 
Tpvcf>i]<> llyvotav r.ape£xETa r.cun, Ka&ar.Ep S€ 
BEov aopaTov Dta TOV cp6{:3ov eKaO'TO<; ovo€ AO"ffu 
QA. ..!.. • ' ,... ' ' t 
fJ a!T't'1Jft€£V ETO"'fta, ITTpaT1J"fOV<; 0€ Kat O'aTpa-
r.ar; /Cat Dtot/Ct]Tlt<;, €n /3€ btKaO'Ttt<; KaB' eKa!TTOI' 
l!Bvo<; c'maSei!;ar; Kat TllA.A.a 7l"UVTa DtaTa!;ar; wr; 
7TaT' €So!;Ev aunp O'V;.tcpepEtv, TOV TOU l;f]V XPOVQV 
/CaTEJ.L€tv€V €v Tfl N£vrp. 

8 Dapa7rA1JO'[wr; S€ TOVT9} Kat o[ A.omol {:3aO'tAE'ir;, 
1 li:rravTas Vogel: ... cl.vras Vulgate, Bekker, Dindorf. 
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he felt with reference to his subjects, he used to 
summon each year a fixed number of soldiers and a 
general from each nation and to keep the army, 
which had been gathered in this way from all his 
subject peoples, outside his capital, appointing as 
commander of each nation one of the most trust-
worthy men in his service; and at the end of the year 
he would summon from his peoples a second equal 
number of soldiers and dismiss the former to their 
countries. The result of this device was that all 
those subject to his rule were filled with awe, seeing 
at all times a great host encamped in the open and 
punishment ready to fall on any who rebelled or would 
not yield obedience. This annual change of the 
soldiers was devised by him in order that, before 
the generals and all the other commanders of the 
army should become well acquainted with each 
other, every man of them would have been separated 
from the rest and have gone back to his own country; 
for long service in the field both gives the commanders 
experience in the arts of war and fills them with 
arrogance, and, above all, it offers great opportunities 
for rebellion and for plotting against their rulers. 
And the fact that he was seen by no one outside the 
palace made everyone ignorant of the luxury of his 
manner of life, and through their fear of him, as of an 
unseen god, each man dared not show disrespect of 
him even in word. So by appointing generals, 
satraps, financial officers, and judges for each nation 
and arranging all other matters as he felt at any time 
to be to his advantage, he remained for his lifetime 
in the city of Ninus. 

The rest of the kings also followed his example, son 
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\ I 11' 1:' f I ' f ' I ?Tapa TTJV apX,TJV, E7T6 

TpuiJCovTa p.expt Iapoava-
7Ta'A.Xov· Tothov ryap '1 Tiiw 'Auuvplruv i,rye-
p,ovia p.eTe?Teuev M Otaf.LE[vaua 
7T'A.e£ID Twv X,t'll.liDv JCal TptaJCouliDv,l JCa0a7rep 
cpf!ul K 0 Tfj OEVTepq. {3i{3Xrp. 

22. Ta o' ovop.a-ra 7Tav-ra 2 TWIJ {3autAEIDV JCal 
To Twv 6Jv 
ov JCaTe?Tetryet rypacpew ota To ft'IJOEv inr' avTwv e , "e , , , 7T'E7rpax at p.ov7J ryap Teuvxev 

-1 7Tep.cp8e'iua uvp.p.axta TpiDutv 
v7r' 'AuuvpliDv, Mep.vruv o TtOIDvov. 

2 TevTap.ov ryap 
a'TT'O Ntvvov TOV cpaul 

p.eT' Tpolav u-rpa-rev-
uat, 'lJryep.ovlav Twv 
'AuuvpliDv 7T'A.e[ID Twv X,t'A.lruv. JCal Tov p.Ev 
ITplap.ov /3apL•voJ..tevov Tip ?To'A.ep.rp JCal flaut'A.eu-
ona Tprpaoo-;, V'7T11Coov o' lJvTa Tip /3aut'A.e'i. 
Twv 'AuuvpliDv, 'TT'EJ..t''frat 7Tpo-; aV-rov 7rpeu{3ev-ra-; 
?Tepl {3o,.,Oe£a-;· -rov o€ Tev-rap.ov p.vpiov-; p.€v 

11XXov<; o€ TOUOVTOV<; uvv 
/lpJ..taut ota1Cou£ot-; uTpa-r7Jryov 

3 ICa-ra<TT1ualJTa Mep.vova Tov TtOruvov. ICal -rov 

1 r ... 11' after 'Tpla.Ko<Tlwv deleted by Dindorf ; cp. 
eh. 28. 8. 

• ... &v'Ta. Vogel: .,.&,., ... ,., F, Bekker, Dindorf. 

1 Names of kings of Assyria are now known from as early as 
ea. 2500 B.O. 

• The earliest Greek tradition knew the Ethiopians as " the 
farthest of men," who dwelt on the stream Oceanus. Hero-
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succeeding father upon the throne, and for 
thirty generations down to for It _was 
under this ruler that the Empire of the Assyr1ans 
fell to the Medes, after it had lasted more than a12 B.o. 
thirteen hundred years,l as Ctesias of Cnidus says in 
his Second Book. · 

22. There is no special need of giving all the names 
of the kings and the number of years which each of 
them reigned because nothing was done by which 
merits mentioning. For the only event whiCh has 
been recorded is the despatch by the Assyrians to 
the Trojans of an allied force, which was under the 
command of Memnon the son of Tithonus. For 
when Teutamus, they say, was ruler of Asia, being 
the twentieth in succession from Ninyas the son of 
Serniramis, the Greeks made an expedition against ea. 1190 

Troy with Agamemnon, at a time when the Assyrians B.o. 
had controlled Asia for more than a thousand years. 
And Priam, who was king of the Troad and a vassal 
of the king of the Assyrians, being hard pressed by 
the war sent an embassy to the king requesting aid; 
and despatched ten thousand Ethiopians 
and a like number of the men of Susiana along with 
two hundred chariots, having appointed as general 
Memnon the son of Tithonus.2 Now Tithonus, who 

dotus (7. 70) speaks of " the Ethiopians of the East," probably 
meaning the Assyrians. Plato (Laws 685 c) also mentions 
help sent to Priam by the Assyrians. The account here has 
more of the appearance of genuine history than .that in 
4 75 where Diodorus reverts to mythology m presentmg 

as the son of Laomedon and brother of Priam, and 
having him travel to the east" as far as Ethiopia," where he 
begot 1\Ienmon by Dawn. When tradition began to the 
Homeric Ethiopians in Libya, Memnon came to be assocJated 
with Thebes in Egypt. 
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f-'EV TtBwvov, teaT' eKeivovc; Tau<; xpa1,ovr; Ti]r; 
ITepcrlSoc; llvTa crTpaT1r;ov, evooKtf-'e'iv 7rapa Tip 
(3acre:\e'i 1-'aA.tcrTa Twv KaBecrTaf-'f.vwv E7rapxwv, 

' t-'M' ' ,, , , 'Y' t-TOV 0€ .c €f-'VOVa T1)V 1]1\.LKLaV ota't'epetv 
avSpe{a T€ Kat tvxi]r; A.ap.7rpOT1]Tl. olKoOOf-'ilcrat 
t'' , ' \ ,... ,, \ , / (3 , 
o avTov E7rt 71)<; aKpa<; Ta ev ...,ovcrou; acrtA.eta 
Ttt Stap.eEvavTa fLEXP' Ti]<; Ilepcrwv ir;el-'ov{ac;, 
KAYJBf.vTa S' a7r' EKf{vou 1'lEf.WOV€ta· KaTaCTK€Uacrat 
S€ Kat Ota Ti)<; xwpa<; A.ewcpopov oDov Tt]V f-'EXPL 

4 TWV vvv XPDVCrJV OVOf-laSOf-'EV1]V Mep,vovetav. ap.-
cptcr{3YJTOVCT£ 6€ Kat oi 1rep't T?/v A!ryu7rTov Al8{o7TE<;, 

E/1 he{vot<; TOL<; T07rOt<; ryeyovf.vat TOV 
avopa TOVTOV, !Lat {3acr{A.eta 7raA.ata 0€lKVUOvcrw, 
a f-'EXP' TOU j>UV ovop.al;ecrBal cpacrt MEf-'VOV€ta. 

5 OV aA.A.a TOt<; Tpwcr£ AE"f€Tat (3o1]Bi)crat TOV 
Mef-'JIOVa fL€TCt Otcr f-'Vpiwv f-'EV 7rel;wv, apwhwv Se 
OtaKocriwv· &v eavp.acr(Hjva{ T€ St' avopetav Ka), 
7TOAAOV<; aveA.e'iv EV Tat<; wxxat<; TWV 'EA.A.ryvaw, 
TO S€ T€A€VTat:ov tJ7rO 8€TmA.wv €veopev8€vTa 
Kamcrlfia'YiJvat· Tau S€ CTWf-'aTo<; Tau<; Al8£o7Ta<; 
' '"' f ,... I \ \ €"fKpaT€L<; "f€VOfL€VOV<; KaTaKavcrat T€ TOV V€t.:pov 
Kat TCt ocrTii 7rpo<; Tt8wvov c't7rOKOfL{a-at. 7r€pt 
f-'EV ouv M€1-'vovoc; Totau/ €v Ta'ic; (3acrtA.tKa'ir; 
ava"fpacpa'i<; {crTopeZcr()a[ lj!acrtv oi (3ap(3apot. 

23. S€, TptaKocrTo<; f-'EV rJJv 
a7To Nivov Tau cruCTT1JCTaf-'EVOV 
ecrxaTO<; S€ "fEVOfl€VO<; 'Acrcrvp{wv (3acrLAEV<;, ll7r€pi]-
pev a1ravmr; Tov<; 1rpo avTou Tpvcpfl xal paBvl-'{a .. 
XWPL'\ 'Yap TOU f-'1]0' v!f!' EzlO<; TlVV 
(3iov e/;1/CT€ ryvvatKO<;, Kat OLatTWf-'EVO<; J.'fV f-'€TCt 

1 The following account of the dissolute Sardanapallus is not 
borne out by the documents, nor indf1ed by Diodorus himself 
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was at that time general of Persis, was tl1e most 
highly esteemed of the governors at the king's court, 
and Memnon, who was in the bloom of manhood, 
was distinguished both for his bravery and for his 
nobility of spirit. He also built the palace in the 
upper city of Susa which stood until the time of the 
Persian Empire and was called after him Memnonian; 
moreover, he constructed through the country a 
public highway which bears the name Memnonian 
to this time. But the Ethiopians who border upon 
Egypt dispute this, maintaining that this man was 
a native of their country, and they point out an 
ancient palace which to this day, they say, bears the 
name Memnonian. At any rate, the account runs that 
Memnon went to the aid of the Trojans with twenty 
thousand foot-soldiers and two hundred chariots; 
and he was admired for his bravery and slew many 
Greeks in the fighting, but was finally ambushed 
by the Thessalians and slain; whereupon . the 
Ethiopians recovered his body, burned the corpse, 
and took the bones back to Tithonus. Such is the 
account concerning Memnon that is given in the 
royal records, according to what the barbarians 
say. 

23. Sardanapallus, the thirtieth in succession from 
Ninus, who founded the empire, and the last king of 
the Assyrians, outdid all his predecessors in luxury and 
sluggishness.1 For not to mention the fact that he 
was not seen by any man residing outside the palace, 
he lived the life of a woman, and spending his days 

(cp. chaps. 25 ff.). Sin-shar-ishkun, the last king of Assyria, 
was a worthy descendant of his vigorous predecessors on the 
Assyrian throne, and defended a dying empire with energy. 
Cp. The Cambridge Ancient History, 3. pp. 128 ff., 296 f. 
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TWV r.a"AA.atdowv, 7roprf>vpav o€ Kat Ta jtaA-aKw-
TaTa Twv €p£wv TaA-acrtoup"fWV, cnoA-rJV fl-EV 
ryuvatK€LaV Ell€0f.OVK€t, TO o€ 7r potJW'TrOV Kat 'TrClV 
TO cYWJta 'frtjtvBiot<; Kat Toir; a>.A-ot<; TOi'> TWV 
€Tatpwv €mT1JOeup.ao-w a7ra"Awupov 7racr1J<; ryu-

2 vatKO<; Tpvrp€pas KaT€cYKf.UacYTO. o€ 
Kat rf>wvrw lfx€w rywatKwOrJ Kat KaTa Tour; 
'lrOTOU<; ou fl-OVOIJ 'TrOTWV Kat fJpwTwv TWV ouva-

1 '"' ' ,,.. ' , B jtf.l!WV jtal\tcYTa Tat; 1)00l!a<; 7rapex€cr at cYUV€XW<; 
, "\ ' ....... ' ' ' ',!,. 1:' ' ' a7ro"avetv, a""a Kat Ta<; a't'pootcrtaKar; Tep'fret<; 

fl-ETaOtWK€lV avopo<; &jta Kat ryuvatKo<;· EXPTJTO 
ryap mir; €7r' UjtrpoTepa cruvoucriat<; aVE07Jl!, Ti)r; 
f/C TTJ<; alcrxul!1J<; OUOEV oA,wr; rppOVTLrwv, 

3 E7rt TOcYOUTO De 7rporyxBTJ Tpvrpi)r; Kat TTJ> alcrxicrTTJ<; 
Kat aKpao-£ar; wo-T' €le; ahov 

7rot1)crat Kat mtpa'Y'Y€iA-at Toic; otaoaxotc; TTJ'> 
apxi]r; fl-€Ta €auTOV T€A€VTI]ll E7rt TOV Tarpov 
' / .,f,. ' ,./... \ \ ' ' I (.) t:) €7rtrypa 'I' at TO cYU"f"fpa't'ev jt€V V'Tr €K€ll!OU f-Japt-Japt-

KW<;, jt€BepJL1Jll€UB€v o€ VcYT€pov U7ro TLVoc;'' E"AA-1]VO<;, 

€V dowr; on BvryTor; lfrpvr;, o-ov Bvftov t 

T€p7roJt€voc; Ba>-£vcrt• Bavovn ounr; ov1Jcrtc;. 
Kat ryap €ryw cr1rooor; elftt, N£vou fl.€"faA.1J<; 

/3acrtA.evo-ar;. 
,.. ' Jf rl 1 )I ,I, \ ',1., IQ \ t TaUT exw OcYCT e't'aryov Kat €'t'Vf-Jptcra Kat jtf.T 

epWTO<; 
TEp7rv' E7raBov, Ta o€ 7rOAAa Kat oA-fJta Keiva 

"A€A-et7rTat. 2 

4 TOlOVTO<; o' &v TOll Tpo7rOV ou fl-OVOV auTo<; 
aluxpwr; KaTEcrTpe'fr€ TOV fJ[ov, a>.>.a Kat 

1 Tzetzes, Chiliade-<, Ill. 453, who preserves the first 
three lines of the poetry: AD, B. 
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in the company of his concubines and spinning 
purple garments and working the softest of wool, he 
had assumed the feminine garb and so covered his face 
and indeed his entire body with whitening cosmetics 
and the other unguents used by courtesans, that he 
rendered it more delicate than that of any luxury-
loving woman. He also took care to make even his 
voice to be like a woman's, and at his carousals not only 
to indulge regularly in those drinks and viands which 
could offer the greatest pleasure, but also to pursue 
the delights of love with men as well as with women; 
for he practised sexual indulgence of both kinds 
without restraint, showing not the least concern for 
the disgrace attending such conduct. To such an 
excess did he go of luxury and of the most shameless 
sensual pleasure and intemperance, that he composed 
a funeral dirge for himself and commanded his suc-
cessors upon the throne to inscribe it upon his tomb 
after his death ; it was composed by him in a foreign 
language but was afterwards translated by a Greek 
as follows: 

Knowing full well that thou wert mortal born, 
Thy heart lift up, take thy delight in feasts; 
When dead no pleasure more is thine. Thus I, 
Who once o'er mighty Ninus ruled, am naught 
But dust. Yet these are mine which gave me joy 
In life-the food I ate, my wantonness, 
And love's delights. But all those other things 
Men deem felicities are left behind. 

Because he was a man of this character, not only did 
he end his own life in a disgraceful manner, but he 

2 1\e:l.uv-rat in Athenaeus 336a. 
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'A , " ' , , ' ... rllo UUVpUJJV 'YJ"fEf.LOVtaV apo7JV aVETpE 'I' E, 'TrOAV-

X,POVtoJTaT'YJV ryevop,f.""'" Twv IL""lf.Lovevop,evwv. 
24. 'Ap/1aK7Jr; ryap Ttr;, M1Joor; To ryevor;, 

avopeiq, oe tvx1Jc; Xap,7rpOT'YJTl Otacpepwv, 
M TWV KaT' ElltaVTOII EIC'Tr€f.L7r0-

p,evwv elc; N£11ov. KaTd- oe TrJII urpaTelav 

"fEIIOf.LEIIOc; TfjJ UTpaT'YJ'YfiJ TWII Ba/1v-
" I t > > I " 10 \ I\.WII£WV, V'Tr EK€£1/0V 7rap€1CM'J 1J KaTa:\vuat T'YJII 

2 'A ' " , "' t'" ... , TWV uuvptwv 'YJ"fEp,ovtav. 'YJV o ovTor; o11op,a 

p,f.v Be>..euvc;, TWV o' hpewll E'TrlU'YJf.LOTaTor;, otic; 
Ba{1v:\w11wt Ka:\ovut Xa:\oalovr;. Ep,7retplav ofiv 
)I I J "'\. I \ 
EXWII f.LE"f£UT'YJV UUTpOI\.O"f£ac; TE Kat j.LaVTtKTJ<; 
7rpoe:\erye TOte; 7rOAAoi:r; TO a7r0/17JUOf.L€11011 aOta-
'TrTf;,TW<;' oto Kat E'Trt Tolhotr; Too 
uTpaT'YJ"frp TWV M lJvn cp£:\rp 7rpoe'i7rev ;;;, 

I t\ 1:'•,0 "" I 1 'TrUIITW<; aVTOII 0€£ fJaUti\.EVUat 'TrUU'TJ<; TTJ<; xwpar; 

3 llpxet Iapoava7raX:\or;. 0 o' 'Ap/1aK'YJ<; E'Trat-
veuar; TOll llvopa, TOUTf[J p,f.v E'TrfJ"f'YELAaTO owuew 
uaTpa1reiav TTJ<; Ba{1vXw11iar;, TT/r; 7rpaEewr; E7rt 
TEAOr; eXOouu7Jr;, auTO<; o€ Ka0a7repel T£110<; OeoD 

cpw11fi p,erewptuOel.r; To'ir; Te TWv /1:\:\wv 
eOvwv UVIILUTaTo Kat 7rpor; Td-r; eunauetr; Kat 

KotVd-r; op,t:\lar; EICT€11W<; lhraiiTar; 7rapeXap,/1alle, 
4 cfn:\£all 7rpor; ecptAOT£-

oe Kal. TOll /1aut:\ea KaT' lJ'[rtll loe'iv Kat 
\ 1 .Q I "" 0 1:' I TOll TOVTOV f-1£011 01\.011 KaTaUKE'I'aU at, Ol07r€p 

tour;; Tlll£ TWV f!.VIIOuxwv XPVUTJII cptaA'TJII elu1xO"l 

BOOK 11. 23. 4-24. 4 

caused the total destruction of the Assyrian Empire, 
which had endured longer than any other known to 
history. 

24. The facts are these: 1 A certain Arbaces, a 
Mede by race, and conspicuous for his bravery and 
nobility of spirit, was the general of the contingent 
of Medes which was sent each year to Ninus. And 
having made the acquaintance during this service of 
the general of the Babylonians, he was urged by 
him to overthrow the empire of the Assyrians. 
Now this man's name was Belesys, and he was the 
most distinguished of those priests whom the 
Babylonians call Chaldaeans. And since as a con-
sequence he had the fullest experience of astrology 
and divination, he was wont to foretell the future 
unerringly to the people in general; therefore, being 
greatly admired for this gift, he also predicted to 
the general of the Medes, who was his friend, that it 
was certainly fated for him to be king over all the 
territory which was then held by Sardanapallus. 
Arbaces, commending the man, promised to give him 
the satrapy of Babylonia when the affair should be 
consummated, and for his part, like a man elated by a 
message from some god, both entered into a league 
with the commanders of the other nations and 
assiduously invited them all to banquets and social 
gatherings, establishing thereby a friendship with 
each of them. He was resolved also to see the king 
face to face and to observe his whole manner of life. 
Consequently he gave one of the eunuchs a golden 

1 The kernel of truth in the account which follows lies in the 
fact that Nineveh fell before the corn bined attacks of the 
Median Cyaxares and the Chalda.ean Nabopolassnr. 
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1rpor; Tov "i,apoava7ra"'A"'Aov, Ka£ Te 
Ka£ Tov ryuvatKWD1J Twv emT1JOeup,thwv 

l;f]"'Aov ILKpt/3wr; KaTavOJ)(J"a<; KaTecppoV1J(T€ f.lEV Tov 
/3a(J"LAEW<; W<; ovoevo<; De 'TT'OAV 
f.18X"'Aov UVTexwBat TWV ooBet(J"WV EA'TT'iDwv lJ7T'O 

5 Tov Xa"'Aoa£ov. TeA-or; Se (J"VVWJLO(J"£av €7rotry(J"aTo 
7rpo<; TOV BEA€(J"UV, W(J"Tf aiJToV f.LEV Mry'Dou<; 
a7rO(J"Tf](J"a£ Kat II€p(J"a<;, EK€tVOV DE 7r€l(]"a£ Baj3u-
AWVLOV<; Kotvwvf](J"at n}r; Ka£ Tov Twv 
'Apa/3wv cp£A-ov livTa 7rpo(J""'Aa/3€a8at 
1rpor; Tryv Twv o"A-wv €7r£8t:(J"Iv. 

6 'Dr; s· 0 €vta(uno<; TTJ<; (J"TpaTELa<> DteA:Y)Au8et 
xpovor;, OtaooxfJr; o' ETEpa<; €A-8ou(J"l]<; a7rcAV87](J"aV 
oi 7rp0T€pot KaTa TO €8or; €L<; Ttlr; 7T'aTp£oar;, 
€vTauBa o 'Apj3aK1J'> e7r€l(J"€ Tovr; f.LEv 
E7rt8€(J"Bat TV j3a(J"tAetq, II€p(J"ar; o' E7r' €A-w8ep£a 
KOtVWVYJ(J"at TTJ<; (J"UVW}LO(J"La<;.1 7rapa7rA'Y)(J"LW<; 
Kat o BEA€(J"V<; Tour; T€ Baj3ui\wv£ou<; E7r€t(J"€V 
avTEX€u8at TTJ'> e"A-€u8ep£ar;, Kat 7rpe(J"/3euuar; elr; 
'Apaj3£av Tov Twv 
€ryxwpLW11, OVTa cpt"A-ov avTOV Ka£ }L€Ta(J"xe'iv 

7 TTJ<; €mfJE(J"€W<;. TOV o' evtaV(J"LOV XPOVOV Otei\-
BovTor; 7ravTer; o{JTot 1ri\f]8or; tiTpaTtwTwv uuv-
arya"fOVTE<; .f]Kov 'TT'aV01Jf.Let 1rpor; TfJV N £vol', Tq1 
f.LEI' i\o"frp otaooxf]v ClryovTer;, wr; (J"Vv'Y)Ber;, TV 
o' ai\'Y)Bdq. KaTaAU(J"OVT€<; Tf]V TWV 'Auuvp/wv 

8 1/'Yep,oviav. a8pow8evTWV ovv TWV 7rpoetp7Jfd.vwv 
TETTapwv €8vwv elr; lva T01rov, o f.LEV (J"UJL7ra<; 
avTWV apt8 f-10'> tmfJpxev elr; TETTapaKOVTa }LV-

rrvvw!J.oula.s Dindorf: 

1 Cp. chap. 21. 
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bowl as a present and gained admittance to Sardana-
pallus; and when he had observed at close hand both 
his luxuriousness and his love of effeminate pursuits 
and practices, he despised the king as worthy of no 
consideration and was led all the more to cling to the 
hopes which had been held out to him by the Chal-
daean. And the conclusion of the matter was that he 
formed a conspiracy with Belesys, whereby he should 
himself move the Medes and Persians to revolt while 
the latter should persuade the Babylonians to join the 
undertaking and should secure the help of the com-
mander of the Arabs, who was his friend, for the 
attempt to secure the supreme control. 

When the year's time of their service in the king's 
army 1 had passed and, another force having arrived 
to replace them, the relieved men had been dis-
missed as usual to their homes, thereupon Arbaces 
persuaded the Medes to attack the Assyrian kingdom 
and the Persians to join in the conspiracy, on the 
condition of receiving their freedom. 2 Belesys too 
in similar fashion both persuaded the Babylonians 
to strike for their freedom, and sending an embassy 
to Arabia, won over the commander of the people 
of that country, a friend of his who exchanged 
hospitality with him, to join in the attack. And 
after a year's time all these leaders gathered a multi-
tude of soldiers and came with all their forces to 
Ninus, ostensibly bringing up replacements, as was 
the custom, but in fact with the intention of destroy-
ing the empire of the Assyrians. Now when these 
four nations had gathered into one place the whole 
number of them amounted to four hundred thousand 

2 i.e. from the Assyrians. 
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elr; ;.:.iav a-uveA.OoVTe<; 
€{3ouA.evov'To teotvfl 1rept 'Tov a-utJ-cf>epoVTor;. 

25. Iapoava7raA.A.or; ryvovr; a7roa-ma-tv •0 , 'I:, , , , , , , , ""' ,, "\ 
eu u<; €r,;YJ"/aryev €7r avTov<; Ta<; a7ro TWV a''"""'v 
€0v&v teat 'TO f.J-EV 7rpWTOV ryeVO!J-fVYJ<; ev 
'Tip 7rt:Olrp €A.eirp81)a-av o£ a7ro-
a-Taa-tv 7TOt'Y)UatJ-€VOt, teat 7TOAAOV<; a7roflaA.ovTe<; 
a-uveotwX,O'YJuav elr; opor; amixov ·djr; Nivou 

2 a-TaDiovr; €{3oow;]teovTa' p.eTa S€ 'TavTa 7raA.tv 
teaTa/3aVTwv avToov elr; 'To m:Oiov teat 
f.i-&X'YJV 7rapaa-tewa,OtJ-evwv, o tJ-EV Iapoav(L7raA.A.or; 

) If: \ \ I "\ aVTI'Tar,;a<; 'TYJV totav a-'TpaTtav 7rpOa7r€U'T€tl\.€ 
1rpor; 'To 'Twv 7roA.etJ-lwv a-'Tpa'To7reoov 'Tovr; te'l]pv-

OtO'Tt IapDava7raAAO<; 'TOt<; f.J-EV aveA.ova-tv 
• Ap/3ate'Y)V 'TOV M f}oov OWUEt xpua-lou Otateoa-ta 
'TaA.av'Ta, 'To'ir; S€ 'ooVTa 1rapaoovut 
tJ-EV owp1a-emt Ot<; 'TOtTaVTa, 'Tfj<; o€ M 'I]Oia<; 

3 iJ7rapxov l 7rapa7rA'YjtT[ro<; 2 o' f7r'l]"f-
rye£"A.a'TO OWU€lV owpea<; 'TOL<; BeA.euuv 'TOV Ba(3u-
AWVtOV aveA.ovutv '"'"'P1a-atTtV. ovoevo<; o€ 
7rpouexovTo<; 'Toir; te'l]pVrytJ-aut, uuvFpfre !J-flX'YJV, 

' "'\."\ ' \ '"'' ... , ,.. ' teat 7rOAI\.OU<; f.J-€V €.,..oveuue TWV a7rOtT'TaTwv, TO ,.,. ... ... 1:'' E:: • , , " 
0 al\.1\.0 7TI\.1} 0') tTUV60tWr,;€V €£<; 'T'YJV €V 'TOt<; opea-t 

4 o; o€ 1repl 'Tov 'Ap/3aKryv s,a, 'Tar; 
aOVtJ-OVV'Tf<; 'TWV cpiA.wv uuveoptov Kat 

5 7rpoe0'Y)KaV Tt OfOt 7rpcl'T'T€tV, ol 7rA6i-
U'TO' f.i-EV ovv €rpaaav ot:'iv elr; 'Tar; 7raTpioar; 
amevat Kat 'T07TOV<; oxupov<; teaTaAatJ-f3aveu0at 
teal 'TWV aA.A.wv 'TWV elr; 'TOV 7rOAffJ-OV XP'YJtTL!J-WV 

1 I!""PXOV Vogel: t""Pxov Vulgate, Bekker, Dindorf. 
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men, and when they had assembled into one camp 
they took counsel together concerning the best plan 
to pursue. 

25. As for Sardanapallus, so soon as he became 
aware of the revolt, he led forth against the rebels 
the contingents which had come from the rest of 
the nations. And at first, when battle was joined 
on the plain, those who were making the revolt were 
defeated, and after heavy losses were pursued to a 
mountain which was seventy stades distant from 
Ninus ; but afterwards, when they came down again 
into the plain and were preparing for battle, Sardana-
pallus marshalled his army against them and des-
patched heralds to the camp of the enemy to make 
this proclamation: · " Sardanapallus will give two 
hundred talents of gold to anyone who slays Arbaces 
the Mede, and will make a present of twice that 
amount to anyone who delivers him up alive and will 
also appoint him governor over Media." Likewise he 
promised to reward any who would either slay 
Belesys the Babylonian or take him alive. But 
since no man paid any attention to the proclamation, 
he joined battle, slew many of the rebels, and 
pursued the remainder of the multitude into their 
encampment in the mountains. 

Arbaces, having lost heart because of these defeats, 
now convened a meeting of his friends and called 
upon them to consider what should be done. Now 
the majority said that they should retire to their 
respective countries, seize strong positions, and so far 
as possible prepare there whatever else would be 

I For ""P""71.11cr1ws Gemistus, followed by Bekker and 
Dindorf, conjectured 7r<t.p<t.7rli.7Jcr(<t.s. 
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Till' evDEX,Of-LEV1]V 7rapatiKEVfJV 7T'Ot€ttiBat· 
o' 0 TOUt; Beou<; alno'i<; 
ff1J}l-aiv€lv f-LETfL 'IT'ovwv Kal E'IT't 

,.,. "1: ' ' \ " TE"'O'> ac;;Etv T1JV 7rpoatp€titv, TaA.A.a 7rapaKa-
' I ) I J1 r1 t 1 "'eua<; evoEXOf.LEVW<;, E7T'€tffEV a7ravTa<; V'IT'Of-LEVEtV 

6 \ I .. I 
TOUt; KtVOVVOV<;. "/EVOf-LEV1J'> OVV TptT1J<; 7rapa· 
Tag€(J)t; 'IT'UAtV 0 j3atitA€U'> evlK1]ff€, Kat Tijt; T€ 

7rap€f.L/3o:X.ijt; TWV tL'IT'OffTaTWV eKvplEVff€ Kal TOUt; 
f-LEXP' TWV opwv Tijt; Ba,Bv:\.w-

1 'a to' ' ' 'A a' ' ' vta<;• ffVV€t-J1J oe Kat TOV pt-JaK'T}V avTov :\.a}l--
7rpoTaTa KtvOVV€UffaVTa Kal 7T'OAAOV<; aV€AOVTa 

7 TWV 'Atitiuplwv ryevetiBat Tpavf-LaTlav. T1JAtKOIJ-
)"\. I \ \ \ TWV 0 €1\.UTTWf-LaTWV KaTa TO ffVVEXE'> rytvo-

f.LEVWV TOt<; arpEtiT1JKOfftv, o{ Ttl<; TJ"/Ef-LOVia<; 
exovTE'> a7T'EA7T'itiavTE'> 7rEp't Tijt; 7rap-
euKwa,ovTo StaxwpiseuBat 7rpo<o Tov<; oiKeiov<; 

s " ' ' "'' B '" ' ' '(} ' EKUUTOt 0 0€ €!'-€ffU<; €V V'IT'at pep T1JV 
VVKTa Ot1J"fPV7TV1JKWt; Ka£ 7T€pt TWV atiTpwv 

cptAOTtJ.t1]B<lt;, ecp1Jti€ TOt'> tL7T'1JA7T't-
KOfft TfL 7rpary}l-aTa, &v 'IT'EvB' ava}l-eivwcnv, 
avTO}l-(hrJV (301j(}€tav Kat eueuflat 
Twv oA.wv 7Taf-Lf-LE"fEBIJ el<; Tovvavriov· ravra ryap 
opav Ota Tij<; TWV auTpwv Ef£7r€tpia<; 7rpOUI]f-Lai-
vov·ra<; avTOt<; TOUt; Beov<;. Kat 7rapEKUA€t TUVTa<; 
Ttt<; 'IT'E'ipav A.a/3Etv Tij'> loia<; 
TEXV'IJ'> Kal Try'> Twv Bewv <vEpryEuia<;. 

26. MeTaKA'?BEVTWV ovv 1ravrwv 'TT'a:\.tv Kal 
TOV wpttif-LEVOV xpovov ava}l-ElVaVTWV, 1JKE Tl'> 
, ,.,. "' "' ' to , , B a'IT'a"/"/€1\.1'-WV OLOTl OVVUf-Ll'> €K UKTptavijt; 
, "\ ' (.) "\ "\ ' , ' a7T'€tiTaJ\.f-L€VIJ TCf' f-JaUtJ\.€£ 7T'J\.1]UlOV €UTt 7TOp€V0-

2 ' ' 1:' ' "to 1: ' ' f-L€V'T} KaTa ff7T'OV01JV. €00c;;EV OVV TOt<; 7r€pt TOV 
, Ap/3aK1JV a'IT'aVTijuat tiTpaT1J"fOL'> 
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useful for the war; but Belesys the Baby Ionian, by 
maintaining that the gods were promising them by 
signs that with labours and hardship they would bring 
their enterprise to a successful end, and encouraging 
them in every other way as much as he could, per-
suaded them all to remain to face further perils. So 
there was a third battle, and again the king was 
victorious, captured the camp of the rebels, and 
pursued the defeated foe as far as the boundaries of 
Babylonia; and it also happened that Arbaces 
himself, who had fought most brilliantly and had 
slain many Assyrians, was wounded. And now that 
the rebels had suffered defeats so decisive following 
one upon the other, their commanders, abandoning 
all hope of victory, were preparing to disperse each 
to his own country. But Belesys, who had passed a 
sleepless night in the open and had devoted himself 
to the observation of the stars, said to those who had 
lost hope in their cause, " If you will wait five days 
help will come of its own accord, and there will be a 
mighty change to the opposite in the whole situation; 
for from my long study of the stars I see the gods 
foretelling this to us." And he appealed to them to 
wait that many days and test his own skill and the 
good will of the gods. 

26. So after they had all been called back and had 
waited the stipulated time, there came a messenger 
with the news that a force which had been despatched 
from Bactriana to the king was near at hand, advan-
cing with all speed. Arbaces, accordingly, decided to 
go to meet their generals by the shortest route, 
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'TaXLCT'T1JV avaA.a/3ov'Tar; 'TWV U''TpaTUJJTWV TOO<; 

KpaTLU''TOV'> Kai J.UiAtU''T1 07TW<;, &v 
oca 'Twv A.o7wv Tov<; BaK'Tptavov<; ouvwv'Tat 7Tftcrat 
crvva7TOCT'Ti]vat, 'TOtr; 07T A.otr; /3uicrwv'Tat J.LETa-

3 crxetv 'TWV aV'TWV EA7Tiowv. TEAO<; o€ 1 7rpo<; 

e:\evBepiav dcrJ.Lf.vw<; {J7TaKoucraVTWV 'TO J.LEV 7Tpw-
'TOV 'TWV f7Tet'Ta T1j<; OA1]'> ovvaj.tewr;, 
7TUVT€<; Ell Tavrrp KaT€U'Tpa'T07Tf0€ucrav. 

4 "0 I (.J ' (.J ... I 'A I T€ 0'1] U'VV€tJ1J 'TOV fJaU'tii.Ea TWV U'U'VptWV 
'Thv j.t€11 a7TOU'TaU'£V TWV BaKTptavwv d'YVOOVVTa, 
'Tat<; Oe 7TPO'Y€'Y€111JJ.LfVatr; €V1JJ.LEp£atr; J.L€T€Wptcr-
(}f.vTa, Tpa7Ti]vat 1rpor; llvecrw, Kat Tot<; crTpanw-
'Tatr; Otaoovvat 7Tp0<; evwxlav iepe'ia 7TA1j0or; 
olvov 'TE Kat TWV llA.A.rJJv E7rtT1JOe[wv. Ot07T€p Tfl<; 

OUVUJ.L€Wr; a7TUU'1J'> EU'TtWJ.LfV1]'), oi TOll 
'Ap/3aK1JV 7Tapa TtVWV avTOJ.LOAWV 7TVBOJ.L€VOl 'TfJV 
ev 'Tfj 7TapeJ.Lf3oA.fj TWV 7TOAEJ.Liwv pf!Buj.tlav Kat 
J.LEB1JV, VVK'TO') T1JV E7Ti&ecrtv E7T0l1J-

5 cravTO. 7TpOU'7T€U'OV'T€'> Oe U'VVT€Ta'YJ.LEVOt j.tev 
aCTVVTClKTOt<;, €TOlJ.LOl o' a7TapaU'K€VOl<;, Ti}<; T€ 

7rapeJ.L/3oA.i}<; eKpaT'I']crav Kat Twv crTpaTiwTwv 
7TOAAOV') aV€AOVT€r; TOV') llt..A.ou<; J.LEXP' T1j<; 7T0-

6 Af(JJ') J.L€Ta o€ TaVTa 0 J.LEV (3acrtA.ev<; 
raA.atJ.LEV?JV TOV aoeA.rpov Tfl<; 'YVVatKO<; 
U'TpaT1J'YOV, av'Tor; TWV Ka'Ta 'Thv 'lrOAtV E7TlJ.LE-
A€tav E7TO£€t'TO' oi o' U7TOU''TaTat KaTa TO 7TEOiov 

\ \ 1"\ f: I \ I 
To 1rpo T1J'> 1T011.Ew<; 7rapaTar;af.Levot overt J.Laxac<; 
EVLK7Jcrav Tau<; 'Acrcrvpiov<;, Kat Tov 'T€ I'aA.at-
J.LEV1JV ave'iA.ov Kat 'TWV UVTtTataJ.LEVWV TOV') J.LEV 
€v Tfj rf>v'Yfi TOV') o' a7TOKAWT0evra<; 
'Ti]'> el<; rhv 7TOAtv E7Tav68ov Kal crvvava'YKa-e' \ f ... , ' E'A. I er evrar; eavrov<; pt7TTEtv et<; 'TOV v't'par1Jv 
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taking along the best and most agile of his troops, 
so that, in case they should be unable to persuade 
the Bactrians by arguments to join in the revolt, they 
might resort to arms to force them to share with them 
in the same hopes. But the outcome was that the 
new-comers gladly listened to the call to freedom, 
first the commanders and then the entire force, and 
they all encamped in the same place. 

It happened at this very time that the king of the 
Assyrians, who was unaware of the defection of the 
Bactrians and had become elated over his past 
successes, turned to indulgence and divided among 
his soldiers for a feast animals and great quantities 
of both wine and all other provisions. Consequently, 
since the whole army was carousing, Arbaces, learning 
from some deserters of the relaxation and drunken-
ness in the camp of the enemy, made his attack upon 
it unexpectedly in the night. And as it was an as-
sault of organized men upon disorganized and of 
ready men upon unprepared, they won possession of 
the camp, and after slaying many of the soldiers 
pursued the rest of them as far as the city. After 
this the king named for the chief command Galae-
menes, his wife's brother, and gave his own attention 
to the affairs within the city. But the rebels, drawing 
up their forces in the plain before the city, overcame 
the Assyrians in two battles, and they not only slew 
Galaemenes, but of the opposing forces they cut 
down some in their flight, while others, who had been 
shut out from entering the city and forced to leap into 

1 For r<l\.o' Vogel proposes ro6rwv 5£ or &v, unless, fl.S 

he suggests, there is a large lacuna. 
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7 'TTOTap)JV o)\.£"fWV chraVTa<; avet)\.ov. TOCTOtho 

o€ '1T)I..f]8or; TWV if>ovev8evTwV WCTT€ TO if>epo-
p,evov peup,a Kpa8f.v aZp,aTt xpoav ecp' [Kavov 
Ta'TTDV p,eTa/3aA.etv, E7T'€tTa Tau /3acrt)\.ewr; crvry-
K)\.etcr8evTo<; elr; 7To)\.topKiav 7T'o)l..)l..a Twv €8vwv 
acpicrTaTo, EKUCTTOU 7T'p0<; heu8ep£av aUTDf'D-
)\.cuvTo<;. 

8 'Q Oe "i,apOaVa7T'a)\.)\.or; opwv o)\.7JV j3acTt-
)l..e£av ev TOt<; J.l-€'YLCTTOt<; ovcrav KlVOVVOt<;, TOV<; 
p,ev VtOV<; Tpe'ir; lJvTa<; Kat OvryaTepar; ova J.l-€Ta 
7To)\.)\.c'iJv XP!Jfl-UTWV elr; l1acp)\.aryov£av U7T'ECTT€tA€ 

7Tpo<; KoTTaV TOV lf.rrapxov, OVTa TWV apxop,evwv 
€UVOUCTTaTov, aUTO<; of. /3t/3)\.tacpopov<; U7TOCTTe£)\.ar; 

\ rt \ r ' , \ 1 
7Tpo<; a7TaVTa<; TOUt; V7T aUTOV T€Taryp,eVOV<; fl-€T-

€7T'Efl-7T€TO ouvap,et<; Kat Ta 7Tpor; 7T'OAtopK£av 
9 7T'apecrK€UUS€TO. ?JV o' AO"flOV 7Tapaoeoo-

p,evov eK 7Tporyovwv on Thv Nivov ovoetr; e)\.e'i 
\ I ) \ \ I ( \ "" 

KaTa KpaTo<;, eav J.l-"7 7TpoTepov o 7TOTap,or; TTJ 
7ro)\.et ryev7JTat 7T'OAEf'to<;. imo)\.ap,/3avwv ovv Tou-
To J.l-1l(5€7T'OT€ ecrecr8at, Tat<; e)\.7T'LCTlV avre'ixe, 
Dtavooup,evor; V7T'op,€vew 7ToAtopK£av Kat Ta 
7Tapa Twv V7roreTaryf.Lf.vwv 1 a7TocrTa)\.7Jcrop,eva 
crT paTo7T'eOa 7T pocro€xecr8at. 2 

27. Ol 'D' a?T'ocrTCI.rat To'ir; 7T'paTI'pryp,acrtv f7Tap-
8evTe<; 7TpocreKetvTo f.LEV Tfi 7To)\.wpKia, ota 'D€ 
oxvpOT7]Ta TWV T€LXWV ouof.v 1JOuvdvTo /3)1..a,Yat 
TOV<; ev TV 7T'Q)\.€t' 7T'€Tpo/3o)\.ot ryap X€AWVat 
XWUTpiOe<; Kpto'i. 7T'po<; J.l-€J.l-7JXaVll-

' ""' '' t ) I \ \ J.l-€VO£ T€LXWV OV'TTW KaT €K€tVOU<; TOUt; Katpou<; 

1 fnro-r<Ta"(p.,vwv Vogel : br&pxwv AB D, Bekker, Dindorf. 
• 7rpou3'x•cr9a< Vogel: 1rpocrell.!xe-ro Vulgate, Bekker, Din-

dorf. 

438 

BOOK II. 26. 6-27. 1 

the Euphrates river, they destroyed almost to a man. 
So great was the multitude of the slain that the water 
of the stream, mingled with the blood, was changed in 
colour over a considerable distance. Furthermore, 
now that the king was shut up in the city and be-
sieged there, many of the nations revolted, going 
over in each case to the side of liberty. 

Sardanapallus, realizing that his entire kingdom 
was in the greatest danger, sent his three sons and 
two daughters together with much of his treasure to 
Paphlagonia to the governor Cotta, who was the most 
loyal of his subjects, while he himself, despatching 
letter-carriers to all his subjects, summoned forces 
and made preparations for the siege. Now there was a 
prophecy which had come down to him from his 
ancestors: " No enemy will ever take Ninus by storm 
unless the river shall first become the city's enemy." 
Assuming, therefore, that this would never be, he 
held out in hope, his thought being to endure the 
siege and await the troops which would be sent from 
his subjects. 

27. The rebels, elated at their successes, pressed 
the siege, but because of the strength of the walls they 
were unable to do any harm to the men in the city ; 
for neither engines for throwing stones, nor shelters 
tor sappers ,I nor battering-rams devised to overthrow 
walls had as yet been invented at that time. More-

1 The x•A.wva• ("tortoises"; cp. the Roman testudo) 
xwu-rpilies were strong moveable sheds or roofs, under whose 
protection sappers and miners could work. In Book 20. !Jl. 8 
they are contrasted with sheds which carried battering-rams 
(X<Awva< «pwtpopo<). 
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eiJp.,vTo. TWV 6' E71"tTTJ0€LWV a'TI"UVTWV oi KaTa 
Thv 'TI"OAlV 'TI"OA'Anv elxov oati'Aetav, 7rpovevon-
f.LEVOV Tov /3a(J't'Aewr:; TovTov Tov p.ipovr:;. Oto Kat 
xpovt/;OV(J'T]') Ti]<; E71"1 fTTJ f.LEV Duo 

7rpo(J' /3o'Aa<> 'TI"owv,..evot To'i, T€£xe(J't 
KaL T1J<; E'TI"l Thv xwpav f.go8ov TOV<; EK Ti]r:; 71"0A€W<; 
dpryovTe<;' TPLT([J o' fTEt (J'VVEXW<; DJ1-/3pwv 
f.LE"flt'Awv (J'vv€/317 Tov Evf/>paT7Jv 
Jl-Eryav ryEVof.Levov T€ f.LEpo'> Ti]<> 'TI"o-
"Aew<; Kat To TeZxo<; E'TI"L (J'Ta6£ov<; 

2 etKO(J'tV. t!vTnvBa o fJa(J'tAev<; VOf.LL(J'a<; TETe-

'Ae(J'Bat Tov TU 7TOA€t Tov 'TI"OTa,uov 
ryeryovevat f/>avepw<; 'TI"OAEf.LtoV, a7reryvw Thv uwT1!-
p£av. Zva 8€ f.Ln To'ir; 'TI"o)tef.L[ot<; i.moxeipto<; 
"fEV7JTat, 7rUpav f.v TOt<; /3aut'Aeiot<; ICUT€(J'IC€Ua(J'€V 
V71"€Pf.LE"fEBTJ, Kat Tov T€ XPV(J'()ll ICUL Tov &pryvpov 
a'TI"aVTa, 7rpo<; (;€ TOVTOt<; TIJV /3aul AUC1JV E(J'B /}Ta 
'TI"Ci(J'aV E7rl TaVTTJV E(J'Wpev(J'€1 Ta<; 8€ 7ra'AAaKI8ar:; 
ICal. TOV<; evvovxov<; (J'U"fKA£L(J'a') el<; TOV t!v f.LE(J''{l 

""' ..., I .,. tl I 
T'{l 'TI"Vplf KaT€(J'K€Ua(J'f.L€VOV 01/COV apa TOVTOt<; 
a'TI"a(J'tV €avTov T€ Kal Ta /3a(J'i'Aeta 

3 oi 8' U'TI"O(J'TaTat 71"VGof.L€L'0l Tnl' cL'TI"WAElav Tryv 
2ap8ava7raA'Aou, Tfjr:; f.LEV r.oAEW'> 
et(J'71"€(J'ovTer:; a To 71"€71"TWKor:; f.LEpo<; Tov uixovr:;, 
TOV o' 'Ap/3a!CI/V €v8uuaJJT€<; TryV parrtAlKl/V 
uToA.ryv 7rpO(J'7J'Yopevuav /3aut'Aea, KaL TrJv Twv 
o:\wv Jgovuiav E'TI"ETpetav. 

28. "Ev&a ory TOV /3a(J'tAEW<; TOt<; a-vvarywvta-a-
j.dvot<; UTpaTT]ryO'i<; owpeds T€ 8taoovTo<; KaTa Thv 
ag£av Kat (J'aTpa7ra<; J&vwv Ka8tuTaVTO<;, 7rporre'A-
8wv Bf.'Aea-u<; 0 Ba/3v'Awvw<;, 0 7rp0€l'TI"WV 
OTt /3autA€V'> f(J"Tat Ti]'> , A(J'[a<;, T'IJ'> T€ evepryeuia<; 
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over, the inhabitants of the city had a great abundance 
of all provisions, since the king had taken thought on 
that score. Consequently the siege dragged on, and 
for two years they pressed their attack, making 
assaults on the walls and preventing the inhabitants 
of the city from going out into the country; but in 
the third year, after there had been heavy and con-
tinuous rains, it came to pass that the Euphrates, 
running very full, both inundated a portion of the 
city and broke down the walls for a distance of 
twenty stades. At this the king, believing that the 
oracle had been fulfilled and that the river had 
plainly become the city's enemy, abandoned hope of 
saving himself. And in order that he might not fall 
into the hands of the enemy, he built an enormous 
pyre 1 in his palace, heaped upon it all his gold and 
silver as well as every article of the royal wardrobe, 
and then, shutting his concubines and eunuchs in 
the room which had been built in the middle of the 
pyre, he consigned both them and himself and his 
palace to the flames. The rebels, on learning of the 
death of Sardanapallus, took the city by forcing an 
entrance where the wall had fallen, and clothing 
Arbaces in the royal garb saluted him as king and 
put in his hands the supreme authority. 

28. Thereupon, after the new king had distributed 
among the generals who had aided him in the struggle 
gifts corresponding to their several deserts, and as he 
was appointing satraps over the nations, Belesys the 
Babylonian, who had foretold to Arbaces that he 
would be king of Asia, coming to him, reminded him 

1 Diodorus greatly abridged the description of this pyre by 
Ctesias, since Athenaeus (12. 38), who derived his account of 
it also from Ctesia.s, gives many more details concerning it. 
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tJ'TT'EfJ-li'T]CTE lt'UL Ba/3uA.wvo<;- ap 
2 oovvat, Ka8a7rep eE apxiJ<;- U7T'ECTX€TO. cmecpai-

VETO oe KUL KaTa TOU<;' KtVOUVOU<;' eaUTCW 
7T'E7T'oti]u8at Tij> KpaTrJ-
BeliTo<;- KUL TWV 1 f]autA.e{wv ep.7rvptu8evTWll U7TO· 
KO}LtE'iv CT7T'000ll eK TOUTWll ei<;- Baf3v-
A.wlla, Kal 7rA.1Juioll Tov TEJLEliOV<;- Tov Oeov Ka£ 
TOV 7TOTU}LOV KaTa8ep.eVOll xwp.a KaTaCTKEVaCTEtll 

' i:.' ... ' '\ E'rk I '\I TO 7rapE<:;O/)-EVOll TOt<;' KaTa TOll 1 v't'paT'T]V 7TII.EOV-
CT£ll aBaliUTOll U7TO!J-V'T]p.a TOV KUTUAUCTUliTO<;' Tqll 

3 'Auuuplwll apxlJll. TOVTO o' VTEtTO 7TV8op.evo<;-
' I \ \ \ , \ ' TtVO<;' EVVOVXOV TU 7TEpt TOll apryupov Kat XPUCTOJI, 

&v OtaopaliTa Ka£ 7rp0<;- airroll 
I '1:-''AQ' , '!:'' '!:'' 4 KaTeKpv, ell. o o PtJUK1J<;- TOVTWV ovoev eww<;-

Ota TO 7T'cll1Ta<;- Tou<;- €v TOt<;- f3autA.eiot<;- uvryKa'Ta-
Kai}llat Tij> /3autA.e'i, TE U7TOOOV a7T'OKOJI.[ua£ 
Kat Ba/3uA.wlla exetv ciTeA.i] CTVVEXWPTJCTEV. 
eiO' o p.f.v BeA.euv<;- 1rA.oia 7rapauT7Juap.ello<;- p.eTa 
TTJ<;' U7T'OOOV TO 7T'A€tUTOV TOU TE apryupov KUL TOV 
xpvuou UUVTO/)-W<;' a7TEUTE£MV el<;- Ba/3uA.wlla' 0 
oe /3autA.eu<;-, fJ-'T]VVBelu'T]<;- auTij> TTJ<;' 7rpaEew<;-
auTocpwpov,2 OtKauTa<;- U7TEOetEe TOU<;' uuvarywllt-

1 I ..., If: t' "\. 5 uap.eVOV<;' UTpa'T7J'YOV<;'. TOU 7Tpa5aVTO<;' o OfJ-011.0· 
ryovV'TO<;' aOtKe'iv, 'TO p.f.v av'TOU Oava-
TOll Ka'Teyvw, 0 OE j3aCT£AeU<;', p.eryaA.o'frVXO<;" &Jv 
KUL TTJ<;' /3ouA.op.evo<;- e7TtEtKi} 
7Tapexeu8at, TWV TE KtvOUVWV a7TEAUUE TOll 
BeA.eCTVll Kal TOV arrOKEKOp.tup.evov apryupov Kat 
xpuuoll exetv CTUVEXWP17UEV' op.o[w<;- oe Kal 
eE apxi}<;- ooOe'iuav eEouulall TTJ<;' Baf3uA.wliO<;' 

1 II.JI.Awv after -rfiw added by Vulgate, Bckker, Diudorf. 
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of his good services, and asked that he be given the 
governorship of Babylon, as had been promised at the 
outset. He also explained that when their cause 
was endangered he had made a vow to Belus that, if 
Sardanapallus were defeated and his palace went up 
in flames, he would bring its ashes to Babylon, and 
depositing them near the river and the sacred 
precinct of the god he would construct a mound 
which, for all who sailed down the Euphrates, would 
stand as an eternal memorial of the man who had 
overthrown the rule of the Assyrians. This request 
he made because he had learned from a certain 
eunuch, who had made his escape and come to 
Belesys and was kept hidden by him, of the facts 
regarding the silver and gold. Now since Arbaces 
knew nothing of this, by reason of the fact that all 
the inmates of the palace had been burned along with 
the king, he allowed him both to carry the ashes away 
and to hold Babylon without the payment of tribute. 
Thereupon Belesys procured boats and at once sent 
off to Babylon along with the ashes practically all the 
silver and gold; and the king, having been informed 
of the act which Belesys had been caught perpetrating, 
appointed as judges the generals who had served with 
him in the war. And when the accused acknowledged 
his guilt, the court sentenced him to death, but the 
king, being a magnanimous man and wishing to 
make his rule at the outset known for clemency, both 
freed Belesys from the danger threatening him and 
allowed him to keep the silver and gold which he had 
carried off; likewise, he did not even take from him 
the governorship over Babylon which had originally 

I a.v-ro<!Jwpou Rhodomann : a.v-ro<!J&poll. 
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' • ,/.. '"' ,/.. ' ,,. ' 'I: ' ovK 't'7Jcra<; JLH.,ova<; etvat rar; Es aurou 
'ff poryeyev'l'} JLEVa<; evepryecriar; TWV fJcrrepov aOtK'I'}-

6 JLllTWV. OE Ti}<; f.rrtetKda<; OU T1JV 
... , 1 \ ' ... ruxoucrav euvotav aJLa oosav 7rapa rwv 

€8vwv d7T7JVEryKaro, 'ffavrwv Kptvovrwv elvat 
ri}r; f3acrt"Aeiar; rov ofJrw 7rpocrevex8f.vTa 

7 0 o' OVV 'Ap/3aK7J<; KaTa 
7TOAW €wt€£KW<; wpocrevex8et<; aurov<; JLEV Kara 
KWfla\ OUpKtU€, Ta<; lUa<; EKUUTO£<; 
awooou<;-, Oe 7TOAtv el<;- £oacfJO<; KaTEcrKa,Yev. 
E7T€tTa TOV T€ &pryupov Kat xpucrov TOV €K ri}<; 
wvpac; [mo"Aetcp8€vra wo"A"Awv ovTa ra:Xcivrwv 
a7r€KOf1tU€ ri}<;- M'I}Sia<; el<; 'EK/3arava. 

8 'H flEV ovv TWV 'Acrcrupiwv a'ffo N ivou 
Otafle[vacra rpuiKovra JLEV ryevea<;, ET1} oe wXdw 
rwv Xt"Aiwv Kat rptaKocriwv, imo Kare:Xv87J 
Tov wpoetp7Jfl€vov rpo7rov. 

29. o' OVK avapJLOUTOV elvat wept 
TWV €v Baf3u"Awvt XaXSaiwv Kat Ti}<; apxatOT'YJTO<; 
avrwv f3pax€a Zva JL'YJOEV wapaXei7TWf1€V 

2 TWV ro{vuv TWV apxato-
TcLTWV ovns Baf3v"Awv£wv TV /-1-EV Otatpecret Ti}<; 
wo"Atreia<;- wapaw"AYJcriav €xoucrt To'ir; Kar' 
Airyuwrov ir:pevcrt• 7rpo<;- ryap Tfj 8epawe£q rwv 
Oewv reraryp.Et'Ol wcivra TOll TOV !;f)v xpovov 
cpt"Aocro<j>ovcrt, p.eryicrT'I}V EXOVT€) €v acrrpo-
"Aoryiq. avrf.xovrat o' Jw£ 7TOAV Kat flaVrtKf}<;-, 
wotovp.evot wep£ rwv p.e"A"Aovrwv, Kat 
7WV jtfV Ka8apflo'ir;, TWV S€ 8vcr£at<;-, TWV o' 
liX"Aat> Ttcrtv €7rrpDaZ<;- aworpo7ra<;- KaKWV Kat 

3 nXetwO"E£<; arya8wv wetpwvrat wop[!;ew. €JL7r€tpiav 
1 Cl.p.u. Dindorf: aAAJ.. 
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been given to him, saying that his former services 
were greater than his subsequent misdeeds. \Vhen 
this act of clemency was noised about, he won no 
ordinary loyalty on the part of his subjects as well as 
renown among the nations, all judging that a man 
who had conducted himself in this wise towards 
wrongdoers was worthy of the kingship. Arbaces, 
however, showing clemency towards the inhabitants 
of the city, settled them in villages and returned to 
each man his personal possessions, but the city he 
levelled to the ground. Then the silver and gold, 
amounting to many talents, which had been left in 
the pyre, he collected and took off to Ecbatana in 
Media. 

So the empire of the Assyrians, which had endured 
from the time of Ninus through thirty generations, 
for more than one thousand three hundred years, 
was destroyed by the Medes in the manner described 
above. 

29. But to us it seems not inappropriate to speak 
briefly of the Chaldaeans of Babylon and of their 
antiquity, that we may omit nothing which is 
worthy of record. Now the Chaldaeans, belonging as 
they do to the most ancient inhabitants of Babylonia, 
have about the same position among the divisions of 
the state as that occupied by the priests of Egypt ; for 
being assigned to the service of the gods they spend 
their entire life in study, their greatest renown being 
in the field of astrology. But they occupy themselves 
largely with soothsaying as well, making predictions 
about future events, and in some cases by purifica-
tions, in others by sacrifices, and in others by some 
other charms they attempt to effect the averting of 
evil things and the fulfilment of the good. They are 
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o' exoucn tca£ 'Tfj<; Otct 'TWV olwvwv p,avntcfj<;' 
' 1 \ I , f: f ' ,I.. I €VU7TV£WV 'TE tca£ Tepa'TWV Es1J"'f1JCT€£<; a7TO'Ya£VOV'Ta£, 
OVIC auorpw<; 7T0£0VV'Ta£ !Ct:i£ Ta 7Tept iepo-
CTK07Tlav llKpw<; E7T£TU"'f)(,avetv 

Oe TOV'T(J)V p,a8T}CT£V c.braV'T(J)V ovx op,o[av 
7T0£0VVTa£ To£<; Ttt 'TOtaVT0 E7T£'T1]0EVOUCT£ TWV 

4 'EXX1jvwv. 7rapa p,ev 'Yap TO£<; XaXoa[o£<; EK 
'Yevov<; Tj TOvTwv rptXouorpla 7Tapao€ooTat, tea£ 
7Ta£<; 7rapa 7Ta'Tpo<; OtaoexeTat, TWV aXXwv 
Xet'TOVP"'fiWV 7TaCTWV a7TOAEAV!J-EVO<;. Oto Kat "'fOVe'i<; 

,, " ' • ,/, l) , " exov'Te<; otoaCTKU"'OV<; ap,a !J-EV U'YUOVW<; a7TaVTa 
p,av8avovutv, /ip,a OE TOt<; 7TUpU"'f"'fEAAOJ1-EVOt<; 

, , Q Q l " , 
7Tpouexovut 7rtCTTevovTe<; "'e"'atoTepov. e1ret'T 

Jl)\ , ,1..' l)' liK 7Ta£owv uvvTpe'Yop,evot TO£<; p,auYJp,aut 
J.'fi'YaXYJv 7Tept7Towvv'Tat ota 'Te 'To Tfj<; f}Xttcia<; 
evOioaK'TOV teat Out 'TO 7rXfj8o<; TOV 7TpOCTKapTepov-
p.evou '}(povov. 

5 Ilapa of. 'TO I:<; "EXX1]CT£V 0 7TOAAOt<; a7Tapa-
CTKEVW<; 2 7rpoutwv o,Ye 7TOTE 'Tfj<; rptXouorp[a<; 
ct7T'TE'Ta£, Ka£ !J-EXP' 'T£VO<; rptA07TOv1jua<; a7TfjX8e 
7Teptu7Tau8e£<; V7TO xpe[a<;' oXi"'fO£ o€ 
'TtV€<; E7Tt rptXouorplav a7TOOVVTE<; 
lvetcev 7Tapap.evovutv ev T/j> p,a81]p,an, KatvoTo-
p,ovvTe<; aet 7rep£ 'TWV p.e"'f[CTTWV OO"'fp,aTWV teat 

6 'TOt<; 7Tpo avTWV OVK aKoXovOovv'Te<;. TO£"'fapovv 
oi p,ev Otap,evov'Te<; E7Tt 'TWV av'TWV ae£ 

EKaCT'Ta Xap,/3avovutv, ot o' "EXX'I]VE<; TOV 

1 vo!'C(wres D, Vogel: Bekker and Dindorf follow. the 
Vulgate in reading vop.l(ovra&, and think that some words 
have been lost after lt.a&cpws 3e. 

a .,o}l.ll.o"is lt,.,apa.tTKEOOJS Vogel : "ol\vs lt,.,apdaKeuos, 
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also skilled in soothsaying by the flight of birds, and 
they give out interpretations of both dreams and 
portents. They also show marked ability in making 
divinations from the observation of the entrails of 
animals, deeming that in this branch they are 
eminently successful. 

The training which they receive in all these matters 
is not the same as that of the Greeks who follow such 
practices. For among the Chaldaeans the scientific 
study of these subjects is passed down in the family, 
and son takes it over from father, being relieved of 
all other services in the state. Since, therefore, they 
have their parents for teachers, they not only are 
taught everything ungrudgingly but also at the same 
time they give heed to the precepts of their teachers 
with a more unwavering trust. Furthermore, since 
they are bred in these teachings from childhood up, 
they attain a great skill in them, both because of the 
ease with which youth is taught and because of the 
great amount of time which is devoted to this study. 

Among the Greeks, on the contrary, the student 
who takes up a large number of subjects without 
preparation turns to the higher studies only quite 
late, and then, after labouring upon them to some 
extent, gives them up, being distracted by the 
necessity of earning a livelihood; and but a few 
here and there really strip for the higher studies 
and continue in the pursuit of them as a profit-
making business, and these are always trying to make 
innovations in connection with the most important 
doctrines instead of following in the path of their 
predecessors. The result of this is that the bar-
barians, by sticking to the same things always, keep 
a firm hold on every detail, while the Greeks, on 
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KaTa epryoXa{J£av KepOoV<; Katvqs 
aipeuet<; KTLSOVUt, Kat 7repl TOOV p.ery/u-rwv eewp1]-
JLfLTWV UAA1JAOI<; avnoogouv-re<; oexovoe'iv 'VOlOUUt 
TOV<; p.aveavov-ra<; Kat -ra<; tvxa<; au-rrov 'TrAavil-
u&at, TOV 7rUVTa f1£ov ev alwpq- rytvop.fva<; 1 Kat 
f1-1]0EV oA.w<; 7rtUTeuuat ovvap.EVM fJefJa[w<;' -ra<; 
ryouv E7rtcpaveunha<; alpf.uet<; TOOV cptXouocpwv er Tt<; 
aKptfJro<; JEe-rasot, 7rA€tUTOV ouov Otacpe-
povua<; aXA.1jA.wv Kat 7rept TOOV p.ery£u-rwv oogrov 
evav-rta 

30. Ol o' ovv XaXoai'ot p.ev TOU KOUJLOV 
,#..I )/!.;:'o I ,/.. '9 \ I 'f: ) ,., 
..,..vutv awtov ..,..auw etvat Kat JL7JT€ apxTJ<; 

' ' ' 'Ll' " A.(} \ ' ryeveutv eUX'YJKevat p.7Jo vu-repov ..,.. opav e7rt-
Ugeu&at, oe TOOV oA.wv nigtv T€ Kat OtaKo-
up.t)G'tv ()eta -rtvt ryeryovevat, Kat vuv 

"' ' ,, ... ' , , , -rwv ev ovpavrp rytvop.evwv ovx w<; E:Tvxev ovo 
au-rop.aTW<; aXX' roptup.fvy nvl. Kat fJe{Ja[w<; 

2 Ketcvpwp.f.vy &erov tcp{uet G'VVTEXe'iu&at. TOOV o' 
auTpWV 7rOAVXpOVLOV<; '7r€7r0t7JJLfVOt, 
Kat TdS etcaUTOV '1"€ Kat ovvap.et<; UKpt{J€-
G'TaTa 7TUVTWV av8pw7rWV e7reryvwKOTE<;, 7rOXXa 
-rwv p.eXXov-rwv uvp.f1a£vetv 7rpoX€ryovut -rot<; 

3 avfJpw7rOt<;. p.ery£uT7JV Oe 2 cpautv €LVat fJewp£av 
tcat ovvap.tv 7r€pt TOV<; 'TrEVT€ au-repa<; TOV<; 7rAaVTJ-
Ta<; KaAOVJLEVOV<;, ofJ<; E/C€ll'0£ tcOtvfi JLEV epp.7Jvei.<; 
ovop.asovutv, lUq. os TOV U'TrO TOOV Kpovov 
ovop.asop.evov, E7Ttcpav€u-ra-rov o€ Kat '7rA€LUTa Kal 

1 -ywot.fva.s Coraes : -y<vop.lva.s. 1 Dindorf : .,. •• 

1 i.e. to mankind of the will of the gods, as explained 
below. 

• Saturn. 
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the other hand, aiming at the profit to be made out 
of the business, keep founding new schools and, 
wrangling with each other over the most important 
matters of speculation, bring it about that their 
pupils hold conflicting views, that their minds, 
vacillating throughout their lives and unable to be-
lieve anything at all with firm conviction, simply 
wander in confusion. It is at any rate tr•1e that, if 
a man were to examine carefully the most famous 
schools of the philosophers, he would find them differ-
ing from one another to the uttermost degree and 
maintaining opposite opinions regarding the most 
fundamental tenets . 

30. Now, as the Chaldaeans say, the world is by its 
nature eternal, and neither had a first beginning nor 
will at a later time suffer destruction; furthermore, 
both the disposition and the orderly arrangement of 
the universe have come about by virtu.e of a divine 
providence, and to-day whatever takes place in the 
heavens is in every instance brought to pass, not at 
haphazard nor by virtue of any spontaneous action, 
but by some fixed and firmly determined divine 
decision. And since they have observed the stars 
over a long period of time and have noted both the 
movements and the influences of each of them with 
greater precision than any other men, they foretell 
to mankind many things that will take place in the 
future. But above all in importance, they say, is the 
study of the influence of the five stars known as 
planets, which they call " Interpreters " 1 when 
speaking of them as a group, but if referring to them 
singly, the one named Cronus 2 by the Greeks, which 
is the most conspicuous and presages more events and 
such as are of greater importance than the others, 
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JLEryurra -rrpoG"'I]}LaivovTa, 'HX£ov· TOV<; 
o' aA.A.ov<; TETTapM OJLOLW<; TOt<; -rrap' lMTpo-
A.oyot<; ovo1.u£,ovG"tv, "Apw'>, 'Acppoo£T'IJ'>, 'Epf.Lov, 

4 LlHk. Ota TOVTO o' ahour; EPJL1JV€tr; ICaAOVG"tv, 
iht TWV aA.A.wv aG"Tepwv a-rrA.avwv OVTWV Kat 
TeTaryJLevy -rropeict JL£av -rreptcpopav €xovTwv ovrot 
JLOVOt -rropeiav lo£av 7rOWVJL€VOt TCt JLEA.A.ovTa 
ryiveG"Bat 0€liCVVOVG"tV, TOt<; avBpw-
7rOt<; Twv Bewv gvvotav.1 Ta JLEV ryap ota Tij<> 
avaToA.ij<;, ra o€ Ota Tij<; 0UG"€W<;, nva o€ Ota T1J'> 
XPOM -rrpoG"'I}}Laivetv cpaG"'i,v avTov<; TOt<; -rrpoG"exetv 

5 aKpt{Jw<; fJovA.'Y}tletG"t' 7rOTE JLEV ryap 7rV€V}LlLTWV 
}LEryeB'I] O'IJAOVV aVTOV<;, 7rOTE o€ OJLfJpwv ry ICavwi-
TWV imep/3oA.a<;, f(FTt o€ ihe ICOJL'YJTWV UG"Tepwv 
E'TrtTOAa<;, en o€ T€ ICa'i, JKA.ei'[rw;, 

G"EtG"JLOV'>, To G"uvoA.ov -rraG"a<: Ttt'i' €" Tov 
7r€ptEXOVTO'i' ryeVVWJLEVa<;' 7r€ptG"TaG"€t'i' wcpeA.{JLOV<; 
T€ fJA.afJepCt'i' ov JLOVOV eBveG"tV 2 T07rOt<;, 
aA.A.a ICa'i, fJaG"tA€VG"t ICa'i, TOt<;' TVXOVG"lV lotwrat<;'. 

6 'T-rro o€ rovrwv cpoplw A.eryovG"t reraxBat 
Tpl<iiCOVTa aG"repa<;, oD<;' -rrpoG"ayopeuoVG"t fJov-
A.atOV'i' Beov<;· TOVTWl' oe TOV<;' JLEV ?J}LLG"Et<;' TOV<;' 
u-rrep ry.YJV T07r0V<;' €cpopav, TOV<;' o' ryJLLG"€t<;' TOV'i' 3 

imo ryijv, TCt KaT' avBpw-rroV<;' E7rtG"IC07rOVVTU<;' 
/Jpa ICa'i, TCt ICUTCt TOV ovpavov G"VJLfJa{vovTa' Ottl 
o' OEICa 7rEJL7r€G"Bat TWV }LfV C:.vw 7rpO'i' 
TOV<;' ICtLTW aryryeA.ov eva TWV UG"TEpwv, 

1 {vvotav Dindorf: e!ivotav. 
2 :q Vogel, following CD F; Kal Bekker and Dindorf, 

following the other MSS. 
3 .,.ovs added by Reiske. 

1 Mars, Venus, Mercury, Jupiter. 
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they ca11 the star of Helius, whereas the other four 
they designate as the stars of Ares, Aphrodite, 
Hermes, and Zeus,l as do our astrologers. The reason 
why they call them " Interpreters " is that whereas 
all the other stars are fixed and follow a single circuit 
in a regular course, these alone, by virtue of following 
each its own course, point out future events, thus 
interpreting to mankind the design of the gods. For 
sometimes by their risings, sometimes by their set-
tings, and again by their colour, the Chaldaeans say, 
they give signs of coming events to such as are 
willing to observe them closely; for at one time 
they show forth mighty storms of winds, at another 
excessive rains or heat, at times the appearance of 
comets, also eclipses of both sun and moon, and 
earthquakes, and in a word all the conditions which 
owe their origin to the atmosphere and work both 
benefits and harm, not only to whole peoples or 
regions, but also to kings and to persons of private 
station. 

Under the course in which these planets move are 
situated, according to them, thirty stars,2 which they 
designate as " counselling gods " ; of these one half 
oversee the regions above the earth and the other 
half those beneath the earth, having under their 
purview the affairs of mankind and likewise those of 
the heavens; and every ten days one of the stars 
above is sent as a messenger, so to speak, to the stars 

2 According to Bouche-Leclercq, L'Astrolog,ie Grecque, p. 
43, n. 4, Diodorus has confused here two distinct systems 

of the stars known as decans, which Baby: 
loman astrology designated as rulers of ten degrees in each 
z_odiac, and that of the thirty stars which the Egyptians be-
heved to be gods, each of whom presided over one of the 
thirty days of the month. 
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1 rowv V 1 
Dindorf. """'"rov oge : etca<rrov t5tov Vulgate, Bekker, 
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below, and again in like manner one of the stars 
below the earth to those above, and this movement of 
theirs is fixed and determined by means of an orbit 
which is unchanging for ever. Twelve of these gods, 
they say, hold chief authority, and to each of these 
the Chaldaeans assign a month and one of the signs 
of the zodiac, as they are called. And through the 
midst of these signs, they say, both the sun and 
moon and the five planets make their course, the 
sun completing his cycle in a year and the moon 
traversing her circuit in a month. 

31. Each of the planets, according to them, has its 
own particular course, and its velocities and periods 
of time are subject to change and variation. These 
stars it is which exert the greatest influence for both 
good and evil upon the nativity of men; and it is 
chiefly from the nature of these planets and the 
study of them that they know what is in store for 
mankind. And they have made predictions, they 
say, not only to numerous other kings, but also to 
Alexander, who defeated Darius, and to Antigonus 
and Seleucus Nicator who afterwards became kings, 
and in all their prophecies they are thought to have 
hit the truth. But of these things we shall write in 
detail on a more appropriate occasion.1 Moreover, 
they also foretell to men in private station what will 
befall them, and with such accuracy that those who 
have made trial of them marvel at the feat and believe 
that it transcends the power of man. 

Beyond the circle of the zodiac they designate 

1 For prophecies to Alexander cp. Book 17. 112, and to 
Antigonus, Book 19. 55. 

2 .;,,.,.e<s Vogel: omitted by Vulgate, Bekker, Dindorf. 
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I t ,1.. IJ.- t 1 -f' 
wv 

f I t ,.. Q f I r-
EV tJ-EpEut, S' 

EV TOt" VOT' ' (} ,1.. ' ' ' • tot<; TETaX at 't'aut, Kat TOVTrov Tour; 

fJ-fV or.rotJ-EVOU<; TWV SWVT(J)V elvat KaTaptOnouut 
' ''A... ... ,.. ' r ' a't'avet<; TOt<; TET€A€UTTJKOG't 7rpourop£u0at 

VOfJ-tSOUUtV, oDr; StKauTa<; TWV oA.ruv 7rpouaryo· 
5 p I f \ I \ I €UOUG'tV. U7T'O 7TUVTa OE TU 7TpO€tp'T}fJ-EVa T;,V 

A., () ., ' " ., 
u! 'T}VTJV at eryrytuTa fJ-fV Ti]<; ryi]<; 
ouuav Sta TTJV Sta7rop€UOfJ-EVTJV S' €v 
'A. I I \ t ,.. t' I 
€ axtuTrp xpovrp TOV opotJ-OV ov Sta Thv 
oEUT'l}Ta Ti]<; rpop!is, aA.A.a Sta Thv. 6 ,.. I A tl t'o\ ' ,.,... , I "/ 

KVK ou. on oe TO 't'ro<; aA.A.oTptov lxet Ka./, 
StoTt ' ' "' '·'· " ' ' ' Ta<; EKI\-EtyEt<; 7T'Ot€tTat ota TO UK£autJ-a 
'Y ., , ., ' "E ., 

7Tapa,7T' .,"'eryoua;t < 7rep/, S€ 
TTJ<; KaTa Tov TJAtov EKAEt'frero<; 

ov TOAP;W(]'t 7rpoA.€ryetv ovS' 
U7TEp TUUT'T}<; 'TT'Eptryparpetv 1 TOV<; xpovou<;. 

7 \ "" """ Jt" I t 1 
'TT'Ept 0€ TTJ<; "/TJ<; totWTaTa<; U7T'O,I..auEt<; 7T'OtOVVTat 
A' f I , ' 't' J 

eryovTe<; V7Tapxew auTTJV uKarpoetSi] Ka£ Ko[A...,v , ., ., , , e , , , ., • 
Kat 7TO"'"'a<; Kat 7Tt ava<; a7TooetEet<; ev7Topouut 

I I \ \ ,.. )/ ,.. 
cp£ T€ TaUTTJ<; Kat 7TEpt TWV UAAWV T(J)V KaTa 
\ I t \ f' \ \ 1 

Tov KOufJ-ov· V7TEp rov Ta KaTa fJ-Epo<; Su:Edvat 
"" r 1 r , , , " 

TTJ<; U7TOK€tf.1-EVTJ<; IUTOpta<; aAAOTptov etvat VOfJ-L· 
8 SOfJ-EV. TOVTO fJ-EVTOt rye av Tt<; 

' " X ' 7TpOU'1)KOVTW<; OTt aA.oatot fJ-E"/tUTrJV eEtv Jv 
auTpoA.orytq. TWV a'TT'aVTrov av0pw7rrov ifxouut Ka£ 8 I "\ I t I t I 

toTt 7TII.EtUTYJV E7Ttf.1-E'A.etav E7TOt'T}uavTo TaUTTJ<; 
9 Ti]<; Oeruplar;. 7Tep£ S€ Tou TWV €rwv €v .. , e , , , . 

Ot<; .,.,aut T'YJV Eruptav TWV KaTa TOV KOG'fJ-OV 7T€· 

7T'Oti]u0at TO UUUTYJtJ-a TWV XaA.Salrov, OVK av Tt<; 
Pt 0' , , ... ' f ' lf tOO<; 7T£UT€VU€t€V' ETWV ryap €7T'Ta Ka£ T€TTapa-
ICOV'Ta 11.vpt&O ' ... ' ' ' 't" ,.. a<; Kat TpEt<; E7T't TauTat<; XtA.taoa<; 
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twenty-four other stars, of which one half, they 
say, are situated in the northern parts and one half 
in the southern, and of these those which are 
visible they assign to the world of the living, while 
those which are invisible they regard as being 
adjacent to the dead, and so they call them 
"Judges of the Universe." And under all the 
stars hitherto mentioned the moon, according to 
them, takes her way, being nearest the earth because 
of her weight and completing her course in a very 
brief period of time, not by reason of her great 
velocity, but because her orbit is so short. They also 
agree with the Greeks in saying that her light is 
reflected and that her eclipses are due to the shadow 
of the earth. Regarding the eclipse of the sun, 
however, they offer the weakest kind of explanation, 
and do not presume to predict it or to define the times 
of its occurrence with any precision. Again, in 
connection with the earth they make assertions 
entirely peculiar to themselves, saying that it is 
shaped like a boat and hollow, and they offer many 
plausible arguments about both the earth and all 
other bodies in the firmament, a full discussion of 
which we feel would be alien to our history. This 
point, however, a man may fittingly maintain, that 
the Chaldaeans have of all men the greatest grasp of 
astrology, and that they have bestowed the greatest 
diligence upon the study of it. But as to the number 
of years which, according to their statements, the 
order of the Chaldaeans has spent on the study of 
the bodies of the universe, a man can scarcely 
believe them; for they reckon that, down to 

1 7rEpt-ypd</>E<JI W esseling: 1rapa-ypd<t>uv, 
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1 King of Persia, 486-464 B.o.; Herodotus was born in the 
decade 490-80 n.o. The passage is Herodotus I. 95 ff., where, 
however, the years are given as five hundred and twenty. 
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Alexander's crossing over into Asia, it has been four 334 n.c. 
hundred and seventy-three thousand years, since 
they began in early times to make their observations 
of the stars. 

So far as the Chaldaeans are concerned we shall be 
satisfied with what has been said, that we may not 
wander too far from the matter proper to our history; 
and now that we have given an account of the destruc-
tion of the kingdom of the Assyrians by the Medes 
we shall return to the point at which we digressed. 

32. Since the earliest writers of history are at 
variance concerning the mighty empire of the 
Medes, we feel that it is incumbent upon those who 
would write the history of events with a love for truth 
to set forth side by side the different accounts of the 
historians. Now Herodotus, who lived in the time 
of Xerxes,1 gives this account: After the Assyrians 
had ruled Asia for five hundred years they were con-
quered by the Medes, and thereafter no king arose Gl2 n.c. 
for many generations to lay claim to supreme power, 
but the city-states, enjoying a regimen of their own, 
were administered in a democratic fashion; finally, 
however, after many years a man distinguished for 
his justice, named Cyaxares,2 was chosen king among 
the Medes. He was the first to try to attach to himself 
the neighbouring peoples and became for the Medes 
the founder of their universal empire ; and after him 
his descendants extended the kingdom by continually 
adding a great deal of the adjoining country, until the 
reign of Astyages who was conquered by Cyrus and 

2 Herodotus mentions three kings, Deioces, Phraortes, and 
Cyaxares, before Astyages. The Cyaxares mentioned here 
by Diodorus is really the Deioces of Herodotus l. 96 ff., but 
Diodorus, in Book 8. 16, mentions a Deioces," the king of the 
l\1edes." 
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1 Herodotus puts the accession of Deioces (the Cyaxares of 
Diodorus) in 699 B.o. (cp. How and Wells, A Commentary on 
Herodotus, I. pp. 383 ff.), if the defeat of Astyages by Cyrus 
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the Persians. We have for the present given only the 549 B.o. 

most important of these events in summary and shall 
later give a detailed account of them one by one 
when we come to the periods in which they fall; for 
it was in the second year of the Seventeenth Olympiad, 
according to Herodotus, that Cyaxares was chosen 711-10 

king by the Medes.l . . B.o. 

Ctesias of Cnidus, on the other hand, hved durmg 
the time when Cyrus 2 made his expedition against 401 B.o. 

Artaxerxes his brother, and having been made 
prisoner and then retained by of 
his medical knowledge, he enJoyed a position of 
honour with him for seventeen years.3 Now Ctesias 
says that from the royal in which t?e Per-
sians in accordance with a certam law of theirs kept 
an account of their ancient affairs, he carefully in-
vestigated the facts about each king, and when he 
had composed his history he published it to the 
Greeks. This, then, is his account : After the de-
struction of the Assyrian Empire the Medes were the 
chief power in Asia under their king Arbaces, who 
conquered Sardanapallus, as has been told before.4 

And when he had reigned twenty-eight years his 
son Maudaces succeeded to the throne and reigned 
over Asia fifty years. After him Sosarmus ruled for 
thirty years, Artycas for fifty, the king known as 
Arbianes for twenty-two, and Artaeus for forty years. 

33. During the reign of Artaeus a great war broke 

occurred in 549 B.o. (cp. The Cambridge Ancient History, 4. 
p. 7) and not, as formerly held, in 550. 

2 Cyrus the Younger, the story of whose struggle with his 
brother for the throne is told in the Anabasis of Xenophon. 

a According to Plutarch (Artaxerxes, 11 ff.), Ctesias was 
already in the king's retinue at the time. 

4 Cp. chaps. 23 ff. 
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out between the Medes and the Cadusii, for the 
following reasons. Parsondes, a Persian, a man 
renowned for his valour and intelligence and every 
other virtue, was both a friend of the king's and the 
most influential of the members of the royal council. 
Feeling himself aggrieved by the king in a certain 
decision, he fled with three thousand foot-soldiers 
and a thousand horsemen to the Cadusii, to one of 
whom, the most influential man in those parts, he had 
given his sister in marriage. And now that he had 
become a rebel, he persuaded the entire people to 
vindicate their freedom and was chosen general be·· 
cause of his valour. Then, learning that a great force 
was being gathered against him, he armed the whole 
nation of the Cadusii and pitched his camp before the 
passes leading into the country, having a force of no 
less than two hundred thousand men all told. And 
although the king Artaeus advanced against him 
with eight hundred thousand soldiers, Parsondes 
defeated him in battle and slew more than fifty 
thousand of his followers, and drove the rest of the 
army out of the country of the Cadusii. And for 
this exploit he was so admired by the people of the land 
that he was chosen king, and he plundered Media 
without ceasing and laid waste every district of the 
country. And after he had attained great fame and 
was about to die of old age, he called to his side his 
successor to the throne and required of him an oath 
that the Cadusii should never put an end to their 
enmity towards the Medes, adding that, if peace 
were ever made with them, it meant the destruction 
ofhis line and of the whole race of the Cadusii. These, 
then, were the reasons why the Cadusii were always 
inveterate enemies of the Nledes, and had never been 
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TOVT(J)V flar:ni\.€uutv im1JKoovr; ryeryov€vat, JLeXpt 
ov Kvpo<o elr; IT€puar; f.L€TeUT1Jue. 

34. Tow o€ M1]0(J)V flauti\.euuat f.LETa 
'ApTaiav 'ApTuv1Jv p,ev eT1J Suo 7Tpor; 
TOt<; €rKoUt, 'Aunflapav o€ T€TTapaKOVTa. E7TL 
o€ TOU'TOV ITapBov<; a7TOU'TUVTa<; '};aKat<; 

2 T€ xwpav Kat 7TOAtV Jryxetptuat• Dtrmep 
uvunivTor; 7Tai\.€f.Lov Tat<; '};dKatr; 7rpor; M 
€7r' ETTJ 7Ti\.e£(J) ryev€u8at T€ f.LUXa<; OUK oi\.£ryar; 
Kat uvxvwv 7Tap' aJLrpOTepot<; avatpe8€vT(J)V TO 
Tei\.evTatov auTov<; €7T), TatuSe uvv8€u8at, 
llap8ovr; f.LEv imo unixBat, Twv o€ 
7Tpov7rapxoVT(J)V eKaT€pov<; KVpLEuuavTar; rpii\.ovr; 
elvat Kat UVf.Lf.LtLXOV<; elr; TOV a7TaVTa 
xpovov. 

3 Bauti\.euuat S€ ToTe Twv !aKwv ryvva'iKa Ta 
KaTa 7roi\.ef.Lov Kat TDAf.LTJ TE Kat 

7roi\.v Dtarp€povuav Twv Jv '};dKat<; ryvvat-
Kwv, /Jvof.La Zapivav. KaBoi\.ov p,€v ovv TO eBvo<; 
TOUTO ryvvatKa<; ai\.Kif.LOV<; exetv Kat KOtV(J)IJOUua<; 
TOt<; avopaut TWV Jv TOt<; 7Toi\.ef.LOt<; KtVDUV(J)V, 
TaunJV S€ i\.eryeTat TrfJ u d.i\.i\.et ryev€u8at 7Tauwv 
EK7rp€7TEUTcl.T1JV 1 Kat Ta'is E7rtfJoi\.at<; Kat To'i<; 

4 KaTa JL€por; Twv JLf.v 
ryap 7TA1Jutoxwp(J)v flapflap(J)v Tour; f7T7JpJL€vour; 
Tip Bpauet Kat KaTaoovi\.ovpivov<; TO eBvo<; TWV 

KaTa7roi\.ef.Lf}Uat, TIJ<; DE xwpa<; 
'l: .... \ 'i\. ' 'i\.' ' ' Er:;TJJLEp(J)Uat, Kat 7TO €t<; OVK 0 trya<; KTtUat, Kat 

TO uuvoi\.ov euSatf.LOVeUTepov TOIJ fliov TWV op,o-
5 eBvwv 7rati}uat. Sto Kat 'Tour; Jryx(J)ptovr; f.LETa 

1 D, Vogel: •b,.p•,.•unl'T7W Vulgate, Bekker, 
Dindorf. 
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subjected to the Median kings up to the time when 
Cyrus transferred the Empire of the Medes to the 
Persians. 

34. After the death of Artaeus, Ctesias continues, 
Artynes ruled over the Medes for twenty-two years, 
and Astibaras for forty. During the reign of the 
latter the Parthians revolted from the Medes and 
entrusted both their country and their city to the 
hands of the Sacae. This led to a war between the 
Sacae and the Medes, which lasted many years, and 
after no small number of battles and the loss of many 
lives on both sides, they finally agreed to peace on 
the following terms, that the Parthians should be 
subject to the Medes, but that both peoples should 
retain their former possessions and be friends and 
allies for ever. 

At that time the Sacae were ruled by a woman 
named Zarina, who was devoted to warfare and was in 
daring and efficiency by far the foremost of the women 
of the Sacae. Now this people, in general, have 
courageous women who share with their husbands 
the dangers of war, but she, it is said, was the most 
conspicuous of them all for her beauty and remark-
able as well in respect to both her designs and what-
ever she undertook. For she subdued such of the 
neighbouring barbarian peoples as had become proud 
because of their boldness and were trying to enslave 
the people of the Sacae, and into much of her own 
realm she introduced civilized life, founded not a few 
cities, and, in a word, made the life of her people 
happier. Consequently her countrymen after her 
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Tf]V 'l"eA€UThv avTfj<; xaptv U7rOOt0oVTa<; TWIJ 
€V€p"f€(jtWIJ Ka£ Tfj<; ap€Tfj<; p.V?]/1-0VEUOVTa<; Tacpov 
olKoOop.fj(ja£ 7rOAil TWIJ OIJTWIJ 7rap' avTOl<; imep-
exovTa· V7r0(jT1J(jap,€vou<; rylip 7rvpap.ioa Tpirywvov 
Tptwv p.f.v (jTaSiwv fKU(jT'I}V 7r A.eupcw avTfj<; KaTa-
(jKfVU(ja£ TO p,fjKo<;, TO S' ihfro<; (jTaOta'iov, el<; 
(jVIJ1J"fP.EV1J'> Tfjr; Kopvc/Jfi•· e7rt(jTi)(jat S€ Tcp Tacprp 
Kal. xpvrrfjv elKova Kal. Ttp.a<; 
a7roz,e'ip.at, Kal. TaA.A.a 7ravTa p.eryaA.o7r pe7rea-TEpa 
7r0l€llJ TWIJ TOt<; 7rporyovot<; avTfj<; UV"fX,Wp'l]fJEVTWIJ. 

6 'A(jn(3apa S€ Tau (3a(jtA.ew<; Twv M ev 
'EK(3aTaVOl<; T€A€UTIJUaVTO<; Thv apxhv 
'Aa-7ravSav Tov uiov Tov v7ro Twv 

'Aa-Tvary'I]V KaA.oup.evov. TOVTov S' 
U7r0 Kupov TOU I1 epa-ou KaTa7rOAEp.1JfJEvTor; p.em-
7r€UELII Thl' (3a(jtA.e£av el<; IT€p(ja<;, mopl. wv 
Ttt KaTa p,epo<; f.v TOL<; lUot<; XPDVOl<; aKpt(3w<; 
£iva' IPa'o/op.ev. 

7 llepl. p.f.v ovv Tfjc; 'Aa-a-vpiwv Kal. M (3aa-t-
A.e£ac; Kal. Tfj<> Twv (juryrypacpewv Stacpwvia<; iKavw<; 
elpija-fJat vop.i,oJ.Lev- 7rep£ S€ Ti)<; 'lvDtKfjr; Kal. Twv 
, , () ... ' , ' <:' '1: ev aVTTJ p.u Ol\.oryoup.evwv ev p,epet ote5tp.ev. 
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death, in gratitude for her benefactions and in 
remembrance of her virtues, built her a tomb which 
was far the largest of any in their land; for they 
erected a triangular pyramid, making the length of 
each side three stades and the height one stade, and 
bringing it to a point at the top; and on the tomb 
they also placed a colossal gilded statue of her and 
accorded her the honours belonging to heroes, and 
all the other honours they bestowed upon her were 
more magnificent than those which had fallen to the 
lot of her ancestors. 

When, Ctesias continues, Astibaras, the king of 
the Medes, died of old age in Ecbatana, his son 
Aspandas, whom the Greeks call Astyages, succeeded 
to the throne. And when he had been defeated by 
Cyrus the Persian, the kingdom passed to the Persians. 
Of them we shall give a detailed and exact account 
at the proper time.l 

Concerning the kingdoms of the Assyrians and of 
the Medes, and concerning the disagreement in the 
accounts of the historians, we consider that enough 
has been said ; now we shall discuss India and then, 
in turn, recount the legends of that land. 

1 This was in the Ninth Book. 
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ACHELOuS, 141 
Acherousia, 329 f. 
A.ctisanes, 207 f. 
Aegyptus, 53, 61 (bis), 215 
Aetus, 61 
Agamemnon, 423 
Agatharchides, 147 f. 
Agyrium, 19 
A.lcaeus, 77 

77 
Alexander the Great, 15, 21, 83, 179, 

193, 291, 453, 457 
Alexandria, 179 
Amasis, 207, 231 f., 237 f., 323 f. 
Ammon, 47, 51, 163 f. 
Amman, oracle, 397,417 
Amosis, 223 
Ana.xagoras, 29, 133, 137 
Antaeus, giant, 6 7 
Antaeus, governor of Egypt, 55 
Antaeus, village, 67 
Antigonus, 453 
Anubis, 57,295 f. 
Aphrodite, 47, 57, 335, 359, 451 
Apis, 69, 289 ff. 
Apollo, 47, 57, 59, 83, 337 ff. 
Apollodorus, 21 
Apries, 235 f. 
Arabia, 63, 187, 351 
Arabia Felix, 51 
Arbaces, 429 passim, 459 
Arbianes, 459 
Archimedes, 115 

209 
Ares,451 
Argas, 79, 91 
Ariaeus, 351 
Armaeus, 223 

Armenia, 351 f. 
A.rsinoe, 113 
A.rtaeus, 459 fl'. 
A.rtaxerxes, 459 
A.rtycas, 459 
Artynes, 463 
Ascalon, 359 
Aspandas, 465 
Assyria, 349 passim 
Assyrian empire, 423, 429 fl'., 445 
Astapus, 131 
Astibaras, 463, 465 
Asty, 91 

41H f., 465 
Athena, 43, 45, 05 
Athenaeus, 417 f. 
Athens, 91 passim 
Athyrtis, 189 
Attica, 63 

Baby Ion, in Egypt, 197 
Babylon, in Mesopotamia, 91, 351, 

371 Jl'., 383 
Babylonia, 387 passim 
Bactra, 365 fl'., 401, 403, 417 
Bactriana, 363 ff. 
Bactrians, 169, 353 f., 363 fl'. 
Bagistanus, 393 
Barathra, 99 f. 
Baret\ 237 
Barzanes, 353 
Belesys, 429 passim 
Belus, 91 
Bithynia, 355 
Bocehoris, 159, 224 f., 271, 321 
Bolgii, 131 
Borcanii, 355 
Bousiris, 293 

1 A complete Index will appear in the last volume. 
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Bubastcs, 89 
Busiris, governor of Egypt, 55 
Busiris, king of Egypt, 161, 235, 301 

Cadmus, Egyptian, 73 f. 
Cadmus, Greek writer, 127 
Cadusii, 355, 459 ff. 
Cambyses, 109, 115, 157, 165, 175, 

239, 325 
Canis Maior, 89 
Caria, 231, 355 
Cannanii, 355 
Caspian Gates, 355 
Caucasus MoWltains, 149 
Cecrops, 93 
Celts, 21 (bis) 
Cephisus, 141 
Cephrcn, 219 f. 
Cerberus, 329 
Ceryces, 95 
Cetes, 213 
Chaldaeans, 91, 279, 445 passim 
Cbaron, 315, 331 
Chauon, 393 
Chenunis, 215 
Chcmmo, 57 
Choromnaei, 355 
Cleitarchus, 373 
Cocytus, 331 
Coele-Syria, 99, 101, 355 
Colchi, 91, 193 
Cotta, 439 
Crocodilopolis, 305 
Cronus, 47, 89 
Ctesias, 199, 353, 363 f., 371, 373 

(bis), 399,405, 417,423, 459 
Cyaxares, 457 f. 
Cyclades, 125, 193 
Cyprus,403 
Cyrene, 237 
Cyrus, the Great, 463, 465 
Cyrus, the Younger, 

Daedalus, 211, 327, 333 
Danaus, 91, 331 

the Great, Ill f., 205, 325, 

Darius Codomannus, 453 
Delta, 101, 113 f. 
Demeter,43, 47, 49, 95,327 
Demiurgi, 93 
Democritus, 137 f., 327, 335 
Derbici, 355 
Derceto, 359 
Deucalion, 37 
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Dionysius, 363 f. 
Dionysus, 39, 51, 71, 73 f., 87, 327 f. 
Diospolis. See Thebes 
Drangi, 355 

Ecbatana, 395 f. 
Egypt, 33-341 p!Msim, 355 
Egyptus (the Nile), 61 
Egyptus, king of Egypt, 181 
Eleusis, 95 
Elis, 323 
Ephorus, 33, 127, 139 f. 
Erechtheus, 93, 95 
Ethiopia, 61, 109 f., 115, 133 passim, 

191 f., 397 ff. 
Ethiopians (of Assyria), 423 
Eudoxus, 327, 337 
Eumolpidae, 95 
Eumolpus, 39 
Eupatrids, 93 
Euphrates, 387 f. 
Euripides, 29, 133, 137 

Galaemenes, 437 
Ganges, 193 
Ge Meter, 43 
Geomoroi, 93 
Gerousia, 259 
Glaucopis, 45 

Hades, 9, 317 f. 
Hecataeus, 167 
Hecate, 331 
llelen, of Troy, 333 f. 
Heliopolis, 201, 207, 259, 329 

Egyptian king and god, 47, 

Helius, name of planet, 451 
Hcllanicus, 127 
llephaestus, 41 f., 47, 69, 189, 201 
Hera, 4 7, 335, 383 
Heracles, 11, 55, 61, 67, 75, 77, 79 
Hermes, 47, 53, 55, 157, 319, 329 
Hermes, name of planet, 451 
Berodes, 21 

127' 131, 135 ff., 241, 399, 

n estia, 4 7' 321 
llomer, 5, 39, 41, 43, 4.5, 61, IG3, 239 

327, 329, 333 passim ' 
Horns, 65, 81, 83, 157 
Hyapates, 361 
Eydaspes, river, 149 
Hydaspes, son of Semiramis, 361 
Hyrcanli, 355 
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Iao, 321 
Ilium, 197, 213 
Inarns, 223 
India, 63, 149, 401 passim 
Indus, 403, 415 f. 
Io, 79 
Ionia, 231 
lope, 101 
Isis, 37-51 passim, 69-89 passim, 

157 f., 297, 301 
Isis, name of star, 89 
Ister, 89 

Julius Caesar, 21 

Lacedaemon, 21 
Leontopolis, 289 
Lethe, 331 
Libya, 131 passim, 189, 397 
Libya, mother of Bf'1us, 91 
Lycurgus, king of Thrace, 63 
Lycurgus, Spartan lawgiver, 319, 327, 
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Macedon, 57, 63 
Maria, 237 
Maron, 59, 63 
Marrus, 211, 333 
Matris, 77 
Maudaces, 459 
Meander, 141 
Melampus, 327, 333 
Memnon, 425 f. 
Memphis, 69, 12:;, 177 p!Msim, 231, 

259, 291, 333 
Menas, 1:>7, 159 f., 303 f. 
Mencherinus. See Mycerinus 
:Mendes, city of Egypt, 289 
:Mendes, king of Egypt, 211, 333 
Menelaus, 197 f. 
Menestheus, 93 
Meroe, city, 109, 131 
Meroe, island, 109 
Meroe, mother of Oambyses, 109 
Minos, 211, 319 
Minotaur, 211 
Mneves, 319 f. 
Mnevis, 69, 289 ff. 
Moeris, king of Egypt, 181 ff. 
Moeris, Lake of, 181 :ff., 227, 289, 

303 f. 
Momemphis, 231, 335 
Moyses (Moses), 321 
Musaeus, 327 
Musegetes, 59 

Muses, 59 
Mycerinus, 221 

Nasamones, 131 
Necho, 111 
Nile, 61, 105-143 passim 
Nileus, 215 
Nilometer, 125 

291 
Nineveh, 357, 371,427, 433 passim 
Ninus, city. See Nineveh 
Ninus, king of Assyria, 349-3TI 

passim, 379 
Ninyas, 371,397, 417,419 f. 
Nysa, in Arabia Felix, 51 f., 87 
Nysa, in India, 63 
Nysaeus, 87 

Oceane, 43, 61 
Oceanus, 43, 329 
Ocnus, 331 
Oenopides, 145 f., 327, 335 f. 
Onnes, 361, 367, 369 f. 
Orontes, 395 
Orpheus, 39, 43, 73 f., 239, 315, 

327 f. 
Osiris, 37 f., 47-87 p!Msim, 291 f., 

297, 303 
Osymandyas, 167, 169, 175 
Oxyartes, 365 ff. 

Pan, 57, 299 
Paraetacene, 387 
Paraetonium, I 01 
Parsondes, 461 f. 
Parthians, 463 
Parthyaei, 355 
Pelusium, 201 
Persepolis, 165 
Perseus, 79 
Perseus, king of Maccdon, 407 
Persis, 355, 397 
Petes, 93 
Pharnus, 3:>3 
Pharos, 101 
Philae, 69 f. 
Pbilip, of Macedon, 15 
Plato, 327, 335 
Pluto, 79 
Polycrates, 323 f. 
Polydamna, 333 f. 
" Portals of the Sun," 329 
Poseidon, 91 
Priam,423 
Priapus, 299 
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Prometheus, 61 
Proteus, 213 
Psammetichus, 111, 229 ff. 
Ptolemy, canal, 113 
Ptolemy Auletes, 157 
Ptolemy Lagus, 103, 165, 167, 291 
Ptolemy Philadelphus, 113, 129 
Pythagoras, 239, 327, 335 

Red Sea, 113, 193 
Remphis, 213 f. 
Rhea, 47, 383 
Rhinocolura, 209 
Rhodopis, 223 
Rhoecus, 337 
Rome, 19, 365 

Sabaco, 225 f. 
Sacae, 463 
Sais, 91 
Sarapis, 79 
Sardanapallus, 423, 429-445 passim, 

459 
Sasychis, 321 
Satyrs, 59, 299 
Seleucus Nicator, 453 
Semele, 73 f. 
Senrlramis, 199, 359-419 passim 
Serbonis, 99 f. 
Sesoosis, 185-205 passim, 321 
Simmas, 361 
Sirius, name of Osiris, 39 
Sirius, star, 59 
Solon, 239, 265, 273, 327, 335 
Sosane, 369 
Sosannus, 459 
Stabrobates, 401-417 passim 
Susa, 165, 425 

Tanals (Don), 193, 353, 355 
Tapyri, 355 
Telecles, 337 ff. 
Telemachus, 333 f. 
Teutamns, 423 
Thales, 131 
Thebaid, 35, 49, 51, 57 
Thebes, 49, 51, 73, 161 passim, 259 
Theodorus, 337 ff. 
Theopompus, 127 
Thesmophorus, 49, 79 
Thonis, 61 
Thucydides, 127 
Tigris, 387 f. 
Titans, 81, 333 
Tithonus, 423 f. 
Tnephachthus, 159 f. 
Triptolemus, 59, 6:! 
Tritogeneia, 45 
Trogodytes, 99, 131 
Trojan War, 21 (bis), 23, 77 (bis), 79, 

423 ff. 
Trojans, 423 f. 
Troy, 197 
Typhon, 47, 6S, 71, 301 passim 

Uchoreus, 177 

Xenophon, 127 
Xerxes, 205, 363, 457 

Zalmoxis, 321 
Zarcaens, 395 
Zarina, 463 f. 
Zathraustes, 321 
Zeus, 41, 47, 75, 335, 393 
Zeus, planet, 451 
Zeus Belus, 379, 381, 383 
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