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INTRODUCTION

GENERAL INTRODUCTION

WitH but one exception antiquity affords no
further information on the life and work of Diodorus
of Sicily than is to be found in his own Library of
History. The exception is St. Jerome, who, in his
Chronology under the Year of Abraham 1968
(=49 B.c.), writes: * Diodorus of Sicily, a writer of
Greek history, became illustrious.” 1

Diodorus himself says (1. 4. 4) that the city of his
birth was Agyrium in Sicily, one of the oldest settle-
ments of the interior, which was visited even by
Heracles (4. 24), whose cult was maintained by the
inhabitants on a scale rivalling that of the Olympians,
and this statement is rendered plausible by the
importance accorded the city in his History, an
importance quite out of proportion in a World History
of only forty Books.? It is a striking coincidence
that one of the only two Greek inscriptions from
Agyrium (IG. XIV, 588) marked the final resting-
place of a * Diodorus the son of Apollonius.”

The earliest date at which Diodorus is known to

1 Diodorus Siculus Graecae scriptor historiae clarus habetur
(p. 155, i, ed. Helm). This date must mark the first appear-
ance of a portion of his History.

2 At that he is more reservég in this respect than Ephorus,
who, according to Strabo (13. 3. 6), was so insistent on men-
tioning the city of his origin, Cyme, that he once added,
““ At the same time the Cymaeans were at peace.’’
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INTRODUCTION

have been gathering material for his history is the
180th Olympiad (60/59-57/6 B.c.), in the course of
which he visited Egypt (1. 44. 1). Diodorus records
that while there he saw with his own eyes a mob of
Egyptians demand, and apparently secure, the death
of a man connected with a Roman embassy, because
he had accidentally killed a cat, and this despite
the fear which the Egyptians felt for the Romans,
and despite the fact that “ Ptolemy their king had
not as yet been given the appellation of ‘ friend *
by the Romans (1. 83. 8). Ptolemy XI, “ the Piper,”
had ascended the throne of the last nominally
independent Hellenistic kingdom in 80 B.c., and
after waiting twenty years, a period in which the
Roman Senate would neither avow nor repudiate
him, finally secured recognition by the Senate
through the efforts of Caesar and Pompey in 59 s.c.!
This embassy is not mentioned in the Roman sources,
but the huge sum required of Ptolemy by Caesar
and Pompey in exchange for this recognition must
certainly have required some such a diplomatic
mission, and it may be assumed that it was dispatched
from Rome fairly early after January 1st, when
Caesar entered upon his consulship, or at least soon
after February Ist, when he first had the fasces.
The date of this recognition of Ptolemy by Rome
clearly shows that Diodorus was in Egypt in the
year 59 B.c., the length of his visit remaining still
uncertain.

1 Suetonius, Julius, 54. 3 : Soctetates ac regna pretio dedit
(sc. Caesar), ut qui uns Ptolemaeo prope sex milia talentorum
suo Pompeique nomine abstulerit. Ptolemy was driven from
his throne by the people in 57 and restored by Gabinius in
55; cp. the comments of Butler-Cary, ad loc.
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Diodorus had already commenced his work as early
as 56 B.c. This is evident from the passage (1. 44.
1-4) ! in which he lists the number of years during
which Egypt was under the control of foreigners.
The last aliens to rule over Egypt, he says, are the
Macedonians and their dynasty who have held the
land for two hundred and seventy-six years. Now
since the conquest of Egypt by Alexander is put by
Diodorus (17. 49) in the year 331 B.c., he must have
been at work upon the composition of his Library of
History at least as early as 56 B.c.

The latest contemporary event mentioned by
Diodorus is a reference to the city of Tauromenium
in Sicily, when he records (16. 7. 1) that * Caesar
removed the citizens from their native state and the
city received a Roman colony.” This may have
taken place in 36 B.c., or soon thereafter, since
Appian, Civil Wars, 5. 109 ff. tells how the city in 36
closed its gates to Octavian, who was caught on the
same day by Sextus Pompey and in the ensuing
naval battle lost practically all his ships, barely
escaping with his life. This disaster he could have
avoided had the city received him and his forces,
and the anger which he must have felt toward the
city supplies the motive for the drastic punishment
meted out to it.2 The founding of this colony

1 The significance of this evidence has, so far as I know,
been overlooked by previous writers, even by O. Cuntz, De
Augusto Plinii geographicorum auctore (Bonn, 1888), pp. 32 ff.,
who has listed most fully the references in Diodorus to con-
temporary events.

2 This is the date first suggested by O. Cuntz, op. cit., p. 35,
accepted as ° probable’’ by Beloch, Die Bevilkerung der
griechisch-romischen Welt, p. 337, and by Schwartz, R-E2.,
5. 663, and fully approved by Kornemann, R-E2., 4. 526.
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INTRODUCTION

has been placed also in 21 B.c., the year in which,
according to Cassius Dio (54. 7. 1), Augustus re-
organized Sicily;! but it seems most improbable
that such an act of angry revenge should have been
delayed for fifteen years on the occasion of a mere
administrative reorganization which surely could
have called for nothing like this.

That Tauromenium was made a Roman colony in
36 B.C. or a little later, and that, therefore, the latest
date at which Diodorus is known to have been com-
posing or revising his history is that year or a little
later, would appear to be supported by two further
considerations. Diodorus informs us (1. 4. 1) that
he had spent thirty years in the composition of his
history, and it may justly be assumed that this
period includes the travels which he made and the
dangers which he met in visiting the most important
sites about which he intended to write. The begin-
ning of this period must surely be set some years
before 59 B.c., when he was in Egypt, since it is
only reasonable to suppose that he had been turning
over his great undertaking in his mind and been
reading and excerpting some authorities upon Egypt
before he set out upon his travels. Furthermore, in
view of the great admiration of the Roman Empire
expressed by Diodorus it is difficult to believe that

Cassius Dio (49. 12. 5) states that, after the defeat of Sextus
Pompey and the humbling of Lepidus in 36 B.c., Octavian
did actually punish certain unspecified cities of Sicily, and
among these must have been Tauromenium.

1 Thisis the view of Mommsen, C.I.L., X, p. 718; Romische
Forschung, 2. p. 549, n. 1, of C. Wachsmuth, Uber das Geschichts-
werk des Sikelioten Diodoros (Leipzig, 1892), I, p. 3, and of
M. Biidinger, Die Universalhistorie im Alterthume, 114, n. 4.
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he would have said that the Macedonians were the
last aliens to rule over Egypt, had he been working
on his History after the incorporation of Egypt in
the Roman Empire in 30 B.c. And this accords
with the statement of Suidas,! that the floruit of
Diodorus fell in the period of Augustus Caesar and
before.2

The task which Diodorus set himself was to write
one of ‘“the general histories”’ (ai xowai iocropiar)?
or ‘“ the general events” (ai kowai mpdfess) * (1. 4. 6;
5. 1. 4); in other words, to compose a Universal,
or World, History from the Creation to his day.
The adjective *“ general ” or * common ” is used
so much by him that it may be possible to find
in its connotation the clue to his motive in taking
upon himself so great a task. In the decade
between 70 and 60 B.c. he had seen the entire
Mediterranean shore brought under the control of
Rome by Pompey—Egypt was still independent
only in name, for its kings held their throne at the
will of the Roman Senate—the sea swept clean of
pirates, Roman supremacy extended * to the bounds

1 yéyove (sc. Abdwpos) 8¢ &l Tév xpbvwy AdyboTov Kaicapos
kal émdvw.

2 Although parts of his History must have appeared by
49 B.C., it is reasonable to suppose that Diodorus published it
as a whole, with consequent revision, at one time, between
36 and 30 B.c. at the latest; cp. below, p. xvi, n. 1.

3 Dionysius of Halicarnassus (1. 6) uses the same words in
speaking of the writings of Timaeus.

4 Cp. 1. 3. 2, when he contrasts * isolated wars waged by a
single nation or a single state’’ with * the general events’’
(af xowal wpateis). The same sharp distinction appears also
in 1. 4. 6, and he uses the same words to describe the Universal
History of Ephorus (4. 1. 3).
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INTRODUCTION

of the inhabited world ” (1. 4. 3). If Diodorus had
not witnessed the celebration of this incorporation
of the Eastern world in the Roman state, he had
certainly heard from others of the great triumph of
Pompey in 61 B.c., in the course of which banners
announced that he had subdued fourteen nations,
brought back 20,000 talents to the treasury, and
almost doubled the annual revenue of the state.
Under the dominion of Rome the Stoic idea of a
cosmopolis was on the way to becoming an actuality.
All mankind was coming to form a ‘‘common”
civilization, a * common” society, and Diodorus
could speak of a ‘‘ common life”’ in the sense that
the whole Mediterranean world was now interested
in the same things and what benefited one nation
was of common value to all. If the term “ Western
civilization ’ may properly include two cultures so
different, for instance, as those of the United States
and Spain, it is no exaggeration to say that by
60 B.c. Syrian, Greek, Iberian and Roman had
become one. The limitations of the old city state,
whereby a man was a stranger in any city but the
one of his origin, were gone for ever. Surely, then,
the history of each one of these nations was a matter
of interest to all, since the past of every people was
making its distinctive contribution to this most
catholic of all civilizations, and he who would gather
the records of all these peoples and present them in
convenient form would have “ composed a treatise
of the utmost value to those who are studiously
inclined ” (1. 3. 6). Some such considerations as
these must have moved Diodorus to lay hand to
such a work, and even if he was not the man fully
to control the material before him, still we cannot

xii
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deny him at all events the apology of Propertius
(2. 10. 6):
in magnis et voluisse sat est.

In preparation for his History Diodorus states
(1. 4. 1) that with much hardship and many dangers
he visited all the most important regions of Europe
and Asia. There is no evidence in his work that he
travelled in any other land than Egypt, where he
may have ascended the Nile as far as Memphis, in
connection with which city he mentions a shrine of
Isis which ““ is pointed out to this day in the temple-
area of Hephaestus ”’ (1. 22. 2); all the other details
of his account of that marvellous land could have
been gathered from his literary sources. The only
other place where he claims to have stayed was
Rome, which furnished him in abundance the
materials necessary for his study (1. 4. 2). Certainly
he never went to Mesopotamia, since he places
Nineveh on the Euphrates, and it is kinder to suppose
that he never visited Athens than to think that the
glory of the Acropolis, if he had once seen it, was
not considered important enough to deserve mention.

Not only does Diodorus claim to have travelled
widely in preparation for his History, but to have
gained through his contact with the Romans in Sicily
“ considerable familiarity ’ (woAA3) éumerpia,1.4. 4) with
their language. In the general disparagement of
Diodorus, his knowledge of Latin has not been over-
looked, and he has been accused even of finding a
nominative Fidenates from an ablative Fidenate!

1 So Christ-Schmid, Griechische Litteraturgeschichte® (1920),
2. p. 403, n. 9, but without basis, as had been shown by G.
Sigwart, Romische Fasten und Annalen bei Diodor (Greisswald,

1906), pp. 5 f.
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Other criticisms on this score, such as that he did
not know the meaning of bellare cum aliguo,! must
be held in abeyance, so long as the question whether
Diodorus in his account of Roman affairs used a
Latin or Greek source (or sources) is still sub judice.
And since criticism is beginning to adopt a more
reasonable attitude toward Diodorus,2 the better
course is to trust his word that he could use the
Latin language; he knew it at least well enough
for his purposes.

Diodorus commenced with the mythical period
and brought his History down to 59 B.c., the year of
Julius Caesar’s first consulship. Of the forty Books
only the first five and Books XI-XX are preserved,
although fragments of the other twenty-five are
found in different authors, notably in Eusebius and
Byzantine excerptors. According to his own plan
(1. 4. 6-7), Books I-VI embraced the period before
the Trojan War, the first three treating of the history
of the non-Greeks, the other three, of that of the
Greeks. The next eleven, Books VII-XVII, were
designed to form a Universal History from the
Trojan War to the death of Alexander the Great,
and the last twenty-three carried the account down
to the Archonship of Herodes in 60/59 B.c., i.e. to
include the year 61/60 B.c3 As for the years
covered by his History, he makes no effort to estimate
those which had elapsed before the Trojan War,

1 Cp. Biidinger, op. cit., p. 122, n. 1.

2 0. Leuze, Die romische J ahrzihiung (Tibingen, 1909), glves
the most recent detailed defence of Diodorus; cp. p.
n. 107, for the exaggerated detractions by Reuss, W&chsmuth
and Schwa,rtz

3 Cp. Leuze, op. cit., p. 2.
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since for that earlier period there existed no chrono-
logical table ‘“ that was trustworthy,” ! but for the
subsequent period he records that he followed the
Chronology of Apollodorus of Athens 2 in setting 80
years between the Trojan War (1184 B.c.) and the
Return of the Heracleidae (1104 B.c.), thence 328
years to the First Olympiad (776/5 B.c.), and from
the First Olympiad to the beginning of the Celtic
War (60/59 B.c.), a date which Apollodorus did not
reach, Diodorus counted 730 years. There can be
no question about the correctness of these numbers
of years, 80, 328, 730, because in the next sentence
he makes the sum of them 1138; and yet 730 years
after the First Olympiad is 46/5 B.c., just fifteen
years later than the date at which he says his History
closes. It is impossible to think that his work came
down to so late a date, since his last book opened
with the year 70 B.c., the latest fragment mentioning
the conspiracy of Catiline in 63, and he states
specifically that his History closed before the year
60/59 B.c.3
The contents of the several Books are briefly :

Book I: The myths, kings and customs of Egypt.
Book II: History of Assyria, description of India,
Scythia, Arabia, and the islands of the Ocean.

1 In 40. 8 Diodorus says that he had no chronological
table for this period, and on the basis of that passage from
an excerptor, Schwartz, R-£2., 5. 665, argues that he could
not have used the Chronology of Castor; but Beloch, Romische
Geschichte, p. 122, properly calls the attention of Schwartz to
this passage and its moTevduevor.

2 His Chronology spanned the years 1184/3 to at least
120/19 B.C.

3 For a possible explanation of this discrepancy, cp. below,
P Xix.

Xv



INTRODUCTION

Book III: Ethiopia, the Amazons of Africa, the
inhabitants of Atlantis and the origins of the
first gods.

Book IV: The principal Greek gods, the Argonauts,
Theseus, the Seven against Thebes.

Book V: The islands and peoples of the West,
Rhodes and Crete.

Books VI-X: Fragments, from the Trojan War to
480 B.c.

Commencing with Book XI the Library of History

covers:

Book XI: Years 480-451 B.c.
Book XII: Years 450-416 B.c.
Book XIII: Years 415-405 B.c.
Book XIV: Years 404-387 s.c.
Book XV: Years 386-361 B.c.
Book XVI: Years 360-336 B.c.
Book XVII: Years 335-324 B.c.
Book XVIII: Years 323-318 B.c.
Book XIX: Years 317-311 B.c.
Book XX : Years 310-302 B.c.
Books XXI-XL: Fragments, years 301-60 B.c.

To compose a history of the entire world down to
his day was * an immense labour,” as Diodorus says
(1. 3. 6), looking back upon it,! because the material

1 The Preface was certainly (cp. 1. 4. 6) revised after the
whole work had been completed. Diodorus laments (40. 8)
that parts of his work had reached the public before his final
revision and publication as a whole, probably in 49 B.C. (see
above, p.vii,n. 1). Just how seriously his words are to be taken
remains a question. Might they not be a reserved suggestion
to the reading public that, in order to get his final account,
they should purchase the latest revision ?

xvi
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for it lay scattered about in so many different authors,
and because the authors themselves varied so widely.
Perhaps this was his way of telling his readers that
what they should expect of his history is no more
than a compilation of what former writers had sct
down. And the choice of so unusual a title, Library
of History,! is further evidence that Diodorus made
no pretence of doing anything more than giving a
convenient summary of events which were to be
found in greater detail in many works. The alloca-
tion of this and that bit of information among the
various writers whom Diodorus names has occupied
the attention of many scholars.2 The earlier view
was that Diodorus took a single author and copied
him for many chapters and even Books of his history.
From that extreme position criticism soon was forced
to recede, and it is generally held now that while
Diodorus probably leaned very strongly upon a single
author for one or another section of his work, he
used at the same time other writers as well. It is
the feeling of the present translator that there is
much more of the individuality of Diodorus in his
Library of History than has been generally supposed,
and that he picked and chose more widely and more
wisely than has been allowed him by most crities.?

1 Pliny, Nat. Hist., Preface, 23, praised this straightforward
title (Apud Graecos desiit mugari Diodorus et BiBAiwbiins
historiam suam inscripsit).

2 A convenient summary and rebuttal of some of the
earlier literature is given by L. O. Brocker, 3Modcrne Quellen-
forscher wund antike Geschichtschreiber (Innsbruch, 1882),

p. 83 ff.
3 T fully subscribe to the following words of Jacoby, F. Gr.
Hist. 2, B D, p. 356: “. . . direkte benutzung Theopompos

bei Diodor ist so wenig wahrscheinlich, wie eine Diodor-
xvii
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A brief discussion of the sources used by Diodorus is
given in the Introductions to the several volumes.

One mistake of method made it almost impossible
for Diodorus to write either a readable story or an
accurate history. So soon as he entered the period
which allowed precise dating he became an annalist,
or, in other words, he endeavoured to present under
one year the events which took place in Greece,
Sicily, Africa and Italy, to write a synchronistic
universal history. For a closely related series of
incidents which covered several years this meant
that he either had to break the story as many times
as there were years, or crowd the events of several
years into one. Moreover, he tried to synchronize
the Roman consular year, which in his day com-
menced January 1st—and he uses this date even for
the earlier period—with the Athenian archon year,
which commenced about the middle of July. It
should be observed to his credit that Diodorus
recognized (20. 43. 7) the shortcomings of this
annalistic arrangement, but he still felt that the
recital of events in the order in which they were
taking place gave a more truthful presentation of
history.

It may be noted, in connection with this annalistic
arrangement, that, although Diodorus says in his
Preface to the First Book that he has brought his
history down to 60/59 B.c., yet in three other places

analyse, die satz fiir satz Theopompos, eigene ziisatze
des Ephoros und solche aus Xenophon scheidet, reichlich
unsicher ist,”’ and to the conclusion of Holm, Geschichte
Siciliens, 2, p. 369, ‘ dass Diodor nicht bloss mit der Scheere
gearbeitet hat, sondern auch mit der Feder und mit dem
Kopf.”

xviii
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(3. 38.2; 5.21.2; 5.22.1) he remarks that he will
speak of Britain more in detail when he gives an
account of the deeds of Gaius Caesar, and that, as
observed above, in the Chronology which he gives of
his entire work, 1138 years from the Trojan War
brings his history down to 46/45 B.c. It has been
suggested by Schwartz! that Diodorus found these
figures in some Chronology which he had in his hands
at the time. Such an assumption would indeed
convict him not only of carelessness, but of plain
stupidity. It seems more reasonable to suppose
that, as Diodorus was engaged upon the writing of
his earlier Books, he fully intended to bring his
history down to include the year 46/456 B.c., which
would make an excellent stopping-point. In March
of 45 B.c. Caesar met and defeated at Munda the
last army of republicans which still held the field
against him. The first period of civil war was at an
end. However, as Diodorus grew old and perhaps
a little tired, he gave up his original plan. He
stopped his account at 60/59 B.c., which year, mark-
ing the agreement reached by Caesar, Pompey and
Crassus, was a definite turning-point in the history
of the Roman Republic. The * 1138 years ” may
be explained in two ways. Since some of his Books,
and presumably the earlier ones, came into the
hands of the public before his final revision and the
publication of his History as a whole, Diodorus may
himself have overlooked the need of correcting that
number in the final revision. Or the earlier figures
may in some way have slipped from an earlier MS.
into one of the final revision.

1 R-E2., 5. 665.
xix
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From scattered observations, which bear every
mark of being from Diodorus himself and not from
his sources, and from the emphasis upon certain
phenomena or particular features of history, it is
possible to get some idea of his views and interests.
Again and again, and not alone in the Preface to
the First Book, the Stoic doctrine of the utilitas of
history is stressed, and nowhere does he demand
that Kistory be entertaining. Of the customs of
Egypt he will mention, he tells us, only those which
are especially strange and those which can be of
most advantage to his readers (1. 69. 2), of its laws
only those that can be of help to lovers of reading
(1. 717. 1). It is obviously to this end that, as he
states (11. 46. 1), he makes it his practice to increase
the fame of good men by extolling them and to
cepsure evil characters; the latter he does, for
instance, at the death of Pausanias (loc. cit.), and
the defeat of Leuctra offers an occasion to observe
what heavy punishments await the proud and unjust,
while Gelon (11. 38. 6) and Epaminondas (15. 88. I
receive the praise which is due to noble men. More
often than any extant ancient historian Diodorus
stresses the view that history should instruct in the
good life. With great detail (16. 61 ff.) he describes
the fate which met the various leaders of the
Phocians, who had dared to lay impious hands upon
the treasure of Delphi, how the allied cities lost their
freedom, and even how one woman who had tricked
herself out with the chain of Helen ended her days
as a prostitute, while another, who had put on the
chain of Eriphyle, was burned to death in her home
by her own son. Philip, on the other hand, because
he came to the defence of the oracle, increased in

XX
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power from that day forth and finally made his
country the mightiest state in Europe. The great
earthquakes and inundations in the Peloponnesus of
373 B.c. were certainly due to the anger of the gods,
more particularly to that of Poseidon. Admitting
that the natural philosophers gave another reason,
yet he thinks that they were wrong, and goes on to
show what it was that angered Poseidon (15. 48).
He emphasizes the qualities of the spirit, such as
meekness, gentleness, kindliness, very much in the
manner of Herodotus; but he thinks very little of
democracy (1. 74. 7; 13. 95. 1), the natural counter-
part of such a conviction being a great admiration
for the strong man in history.

While characteristics such as these exclude Dio-
dorus from a place among the abler historians of the
ancient world, there is every reason to believe that
he used the best sources and that he reproduced
them faithfully. His First Book, which deals almost
exclusively with Egypt, is the fullest literary account
of the history and customs of that country after
Herodotus. Books II-V cover a wide range, and
because of their inclusion of much mythological
material are of less value. In the period from 480
to 301 B.c., which he treats in annalistic fashion and
in which his main source was the Universal History
of Ephorus, his importance varies according as he is
the sole continuous source, or again as he is paralleled
by superior writers. To the fifty years from 480 to
430 B.c. Thucydides devotes only a little more than
thirty chapters; Diodorus covers it more fully
(11. 37-12. 38) and his is the only consecutive literary
account for the chronology of the period. On the
other hand, he is of less importance for the years
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430-362 B.c., since the history of this period is
covered in the contemporary accounts of Thucydides
and Xenophon. For the years 362-302 B.c. Diodorus
is again the only consecutive literary account, and
although the Epitome by Justin of the History of
Philip by Pompeius Trogus is preserved for the
earlier period, and the Anabasis of Arrian and The
History of Alexander the Great by Q. Curtius Rufus,
more than half of which is extant, for the years
336-323, Diodorus offers the only chronological sur-
vey of the period of Philip, and supplements the
writers mentioned and contemporary sources in many
matters. For the period of the Successors to
Alexander, 323-302 B.c. (Books XVIII-XX), he is
the chief literary authority and his history of this
period assumes, therefore, an importance which it
does not possess for the other years. These three
Books are based mainly upon the work of Hieronymus
of Cardia, an historian of outstanding ability who
brought to his account both the experience gained
in the service, first of Eumenes, and then of Anti-
gonus, and an exceptional sense of the importance
of the history of the period. As for Sicily, it has
well been said that no history of that island could
be written were it not for Diodorus, and as for
Roman history, the Fasti of Diodorus are recognized
in the most recent research to be by far the oldest
and most trustworthy.

One merit even those critics who have dealt most
severely with Diodorus accord him. Long speeches,
happily used but unhappily introduced by Thucy-
dides, Diodorus avoids, as he promises that he will
do in the Preface to Book XX. With the exception
of four instances he eliminates entirely that rhetorical

xxii
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device, which must have wearied even a contem-
porary audience. He gave great care to little details
of writing, and when he errs in fact the fault is not
so much his as that of his source. A kindly judg-
ment upon such errors may be found in the words
of Cicero when he acknowledges that the story was
generally recognized to be incorrect that Eupolis,
the poet of Old Comedy, was thrown into the sea
by Alcibiades, and adds: ‘ But surely that is no
reason for sneering at Duris of Samos, who was a
careful scholar, because he erred in the company of
many others.” 1

Epitions AND TRANSLATIONS

The following are the more important editions:

Poggio Bracciolini: Latin translation of Books
I-V; published at Bologna, 1472, and many times
thereafter at Paris, Venice and Lyons.

Vincentius Opsopoeus: the first Greek edition,
containing Books XVI-XX only ; Basel, 1539.

H. Stephanus: Greek edition of Books I-V, XI-
XX, and some fragments of Books XXI-XL; Geneva,
1559.

L. Rhodoman: the edition of Stephanus with a
Latin translation, indices and chronological tables;
Hanau, 1604.

Petrus Wesseling: the Greek text, and the Latin
version of Rhodoman, with the critical work of
former scholars; 2 vols., Amsterdam, 1746. This is
the only annotated edition of Diodorus and a monu-
ment of zeal and scholarship.

1 Ad Att. 6. 1. 18. “ Num idcirco Duris Samius, homo in
historia diligens, quod cum multis erravit, inridetur ?*’
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Bipontine FEdition, 11 vols., Zweibriicken and
Strassburg, 1793-1807. This is the edition of Wes-
seling, to which were added essays by C. G. Heyne
and I. N. Eyring.

H. Eichstidt: the Greek text of Books I-V,
X-XIV; 2 vols., Halle, 1800-1802.

L. Dindorf: four editions of the Greek text: 4
vols., Leipzig (Weidmann), 1826 ; 5 vols., with critical
apparatus, Leipzig (Hartmann), 1828-31; 2 vols. in
a Didot edition, the Latin by C. Miiller, Paris,
1842-4; 5 vols., Leipzig (Teubner), 1866-8.

I. Bekker: the Greek text; 4 vols., Leipzig
(Teubner), 1853-4.

The present text is based upon that of Vogel-
Fischer, Leipzig (Teubner), 1888 ff., and the most
important variants of the editions of Bekker and
Dindorf (1866-8) have been noted; the reading
which follows the colon is, unless otherwise stated,
that of the textus receptus.

Translations of Diodorus have not kept pace with
the intrinsic interest of his History. Worthy of
mention is that into English in two volumes by
G. Booth, London, 1700; another edition, in a series
entitled ‘‘ Corpus Historicum,” is of London, 1814.
The English is quaint, archon being sometimes
rendered “ lord high-chancellor,” *“ high-chancellor,”
‘“ chief magistrate; ’ the chapter divisions are quite
arbitrary, and the early date, before the commentary
of Wesseling, makes it of little value. The trans-
lation into German by J. F. Wurm, Stuttgart,
1827-40, is a serious work, and that of A. Wahrmund
of Books I-X, Stuttgart, 1866-9, with many notes,
has also been of considerable aid in the preparation
of this translation. It is hoped that infelicities of
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the present translation will be viewed by scholars
with some indulgence, in consideration of the fact
that it is the first in English for more than two
hundred years.

One feature of the style of Diodorus calls for
remark. A large part of his earlier Books is in
indirect discourse, which is introduced with * they
say ”’ or “it is said ”’ or * history records,” and the
like, or with the name of the writer he is following.
Yet at times he inserts into this reported speech
sentences of direct discourse which are presumably
original with himself. In general, an attempt has
been made to distinguish this reported speech from
the remarks of Diodorus himself; but I have not
done so if it involved any great interruption of the
flow of his narrative.

MANUSCRIPTS

A. Codex Coislinianus, of the 15th century.

B. Codex Mutinensis, of the 15th century.

C. Codex Vaticanus, of the 12th century.

D. Codex Vindobonensis 79, of the 11th century.
E. Codex Parisinus, of the 16th century.

F. G. Codices Claromontani, of the 16th century.
M. Codex Venetus, of the 15th century.

N. Codex Vindobonensis, of the 16th century.

The designations of the MSS. are those of the
Preface to the first volume of the edition of Vogel-
Fischer, to which the reader is referred for further
details on each MS. and its worth. In the critical
notes *“ Vulgate ” designates the reading of all MSS.
except D, and “ II ” designates the reading of all
MSS. of the “ second class,” i.e. of all but A B D.
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InTRODUCTION TO Books I-II, 34

After the Preface to his whole work Diodorus
describes the origin of animal life, and then, * since
Egypt is the country where mythology places the
origin of the gods” (1. 9. 6), and since ‘‘ animal life
appeared first of all ” (1. 10. 2) in that country, he
devotes the entire First Book to the gods, kings,
laws and customs of that land. His interest in
religion causes him to pay more attention to that
subject than to political institutions and military
affairs, in marked contrast to his later Books. As
for his literary sources, he is generally held to have
drawn primarily upon Hecataeus of Abdera, who
visited Egypt early in the 3rd century B.c., for his
account of the customs of the Egyptians, upon
Agatharchides of Cnidus, an historian and geographer
of the 2nd century B.c., for his geographical data,
and especially for the description of the Nile (cc. 32-
41. 3), and upon Herodotus. He also mentions what
is told by the priests of Egypt and natives of Ethiopia,
and it is entirely possible that many a detail was
picked up by personal observation and inquiry. By
the time of his visit Greek had been the official
language of the land for nearly three hundred years
and was widely used in the better circles, and hence
he was not in such danger of being imposed upon by
guides and priests as was Herodotus.

In the opening chapters of the Second Book
Diodorus moves to Asia and Assyrian affairs. Most
of his material was drawn from Ctesias of Cnidus,
who spent seventeen years as physician at the court
of the Persian king, Artaxerxes Mnemon, returning
to Greece some time after 390 B.c. Ctesias wrote a
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Persica in twenty-three Books, the first six of which
dealt with Assyrian and Median history. Whether
Diodorus used Ctesias directly or through a medium
is still a question.! He also used Cleitarchus and
‘ certain of those who at a later time crossed into
Asia with Alexander” (2. 7. 3). Incidentally, he
quotes from a particular Athenaeus, otherwise
unknown, and ‘‘ certain other historians ”’ (2. 20. 3)
to the effect that Semiramis was nothing more than
a beautiful courtesan. While there is some shadowy
outline of the long history of Egypt in Book I, what
Diodorus (or rather Ctesias, Cleitarchus and others)
has to offer on Babylonian history is scarcely deserv-
ing of the name. It is astonishing to observe that a
writer with the opportunities which Ctesias enjoyed
should have been content to do little more than pass
on the folk tales which constitute the * history ” of
the Assyrian Empire. )

Into the daily widening field of the history of
Egypt and Babylonia, which is the theme of this
volume of Diodorus, and in which many dates change
from year to year and many are still the subject of
controversy among competent Orientalists, a classi-
cist enters with extreme reluctance. It has seemed
the better policy to draw upon the latest general
survey of this period, The Cambridge Ancient History,
for the chronology, recognizing at the same time
that even the contributors to this single enterprise
are not always in agreement.

1 Cp. P. Schnabel, Berossos und die babylonisch-hellenistische
Literatur (Leipzig, 1923), p. 34.
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1 Bome verb is needed here, such as weméye, which is
found in chap, 42, from which mest of this outline ia
drawn.
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CONTENTS OF THE FIRST BOOK
OF DIODORUS

Introduction to the entire work {chaps. 1-5).

On the accounts given by the Tigyptians about the
origin of the universe (chaps. 6-7).

1 the gods whe founded cities in Egypt.?

On the first men and the earliest manner of life
{chagp. 8}.

On the honeur paid to the immortals and the
building of the temples to them.!

{n tlgme topography of the land of Figypt and the
marvels related about the river Nile; the causes also
of its flooding and the opinions thereupon of the
historians and the philosephers {chaps. 30 £.).

On the first kings of Egypt and their individual
deeds (chaps. 44 f.).

On the construction of the pyramids which are
fisted among the seven wonders of the world {chaps,
63 f.)

On) the laws and the couris of law (chaps. 68 £.).

On the animals held ssered among the Fgyptians
(chaps. 83 £,

On the customs of the Fgyptians touching the
dead {chaps, 81 £},

Cn those Greeks, renowned for their learning, who
visited Egypt and upon acquiring much useful know-
ledge brought it to Grecce (chaps. 96 £,

} There ure no chapters which are especislly devoied to
this topie.
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history with hurman soclety “as s whole” {xewdsh. Cp. the
Introduction, pp. xif.

¥ Odyssews. The quotation is from the Odyesey 1. 3.
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THE LIBRARY OF HISTORY

OF

DIODORUS OF SICILY

BOCOK |}

1. Br is fitting that all men should ever accord
great gratitude to those writers who have composed
universal £ histories, since they have aspived to help
by their individual labours human seciety as a whele;
for by offering & schooling, which entails ne danger,
in what is advantageons they provide their readers,
through suck a presentation of events, with a most
excelient kind of experience. For although the
learning which is acquired by experience in each
separate ¢sse, with all the attendant toils and
dangers, does indeed enmable a man to discern in
ench instance where utility lies—and this is the
reason "why the most widely experienced of our
heroes ® suffered great misfortunes before he

Of many men the ¢ities saw and learned
Thelr thoughts }—

yet the understanding of the failures and successes
of other men, which is a&:qmre& by the study of
history, affords a schooling that is free from actual
expericnce of ills. Furtﬁermore, it has been the
aspiration of these writers to marshal alt men, who,

5
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1 The reference is to the Stofc doctrine of the universal
jinship of meankind.
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BOOK i 1. 3~5

although united one to aneother by their kinship,t
are yet separated by space and time, into one and
the same orderly bedy., And such historians have
therein shown themselves to be, as it were, ministers
of Divine Providence. For just as Providence, hav-
ing brought the orderly arrangement of the visible
stars and the natures of men together into one
common relationship, continuaily directs their courses
through all eternity, apportioning to cach that which
falls to it by the direction of fate, so likewise the
historians, in recording the common affairs of the
inhabited werld as theugh they were these of a
single state, have made of their treatises a single
recikoning of past events and & common clearing-
house of knowledge concerning them. Tor it is an
excellent thing te be able to use the ignorant mis-
takes of others as warning examples for the correc-
tion of error, and, when we confront the varied
vicissitndes of life, instead of having to investigate
what is being done now, to be able to imitate the
successes which have been achieved in the past.
Certainly all men prefer in their counsels the oldest
men to those who are younger, because of the
experience which has acerned to the former through
the lapse of time ; but it is a fact that such experience
is in so far surpassed by the understanding which is
gained frem history, as history excels, we knew, in
the multitude of facts at its disposal.  For this reason
one may hold that the acquisition of a knowledge of
history is of the greatest utility for every conceivable
circumstance of life, For it endews the young with
the wisdom of the aged, while for the old it muitiplies
the experience which they already possess; citivens
n private station i qualifies for leadership, and the

7



L]

DIODORUS OF SICILY

aktovs fyspovias xaraonevdle, vols § ﬁye;.zévac
7¢ bia rijs 8637;9 dt?am?;crm?) wpa'rpéwe?m Tols
xa?&?&w-mw T Epryey cwaxeepew, xwpm 8¢ 7oy-
TRV TOUS ,u.ev cr*rpanc&m? Toly peTd THY fre?tem-nv
ewmwm éroupoTipovs xa'ma'xwa{ez Tpos 'rovr;
uwep Tijs watpidos mvﬁwove, Tods 8¢ woz'r;pavq
Ty avf?emwmhv rafs aar;:wqu Bracdnuiaws dwo-
Tpéwer THS i T xaxiav bouis.

2 Kat‘?alov &é Sm Thy ék ralms én dyadd
pripny ol ;Lev xno*m;; 7 ONE@Y ryweaé’m 7T POE~
x\ijfnaar, o 88 vogous eloyyieacfas Wepzexav-rac;
14 Kowd ,9£w T doddiaar, weiiot & emo"m-
pas xai 'rcxva? efevp&w éderoripginaay '?rpai:
evepyeaiay Tob ryevovq Thy fzvﬁpmwmv, ¢ amdy-
roy 68 c‘vp.w)wpcv,weym THs evﬁa&;wvmq, dmros
Joréoy @y ewzzwwv 7o ‘rrprewv L TOUTON
pdMor’ alrig, w*ropm 7}*}'7}76'01; yap ewaa TaU-
ki <}Jvl\axa p.ez: Thy Tév u&o?&afymv !Lpf’?‘?}?,
pdprvpe 88 Tis Tér gathwr raxias, vepfyf'rw
55 Tou Kool vyéveus Taw év@pa’mwv, e yap
# Tév év gbov gvfodoyla Ty imrefecty wemhao-
pérmy exovo'a oA NG o'vp.ﬁa?kle"mz rois avé’pw-
oty wpas* eboéfBear xal 5&xatoo‘uwyv, wO0 @
pa)\.)\.ov uwo?um'reav THy wpodiTiv Tis aryfelas
foToplay, vHs SAys dilooodias olovel wnrpbmoly
ofvar, €monsvdoar Sivacfar rvd #fy padiow
wpos xahoxdyaliay ; wdvres yap dvfperror Sud

} uhiror Bekker, Vogel: omitted OP, Dindorf.

1 The Greek ~ metropolis,” the “ home country’” or “mother-
¢ity *’ of all the colonies which & had sent forth, was venerated
by them as the sotwes of their race and of their institutions.
For the striking figure cp. the passage in Athenmus 104 B,
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BOOX L 1. 5-2. 3

leaders it incites, through the immeortality of the
glory which it confers, to undertake the noblest
deeds; soldiers, again, it makes more ready to face
dangers in defence of their country because of the
public encomiums which they will receive after death,
and wicked men it turns aside from their impulse
towards evil through the everlasting opprobrium to
which it will condemn them.

2. In general, then, it is because of that comn-
memoyation of goodly deeds which history accords
men that some of thein have been induced to become
the founders of cities, that others have been led to
introduce laws which ¢ncompass man’s secial life
with security, and that many have aspired to discover
new sciences and arts in order to benefit the race of
men.  And sinee complete happiness can be attained
only through the combination of all these activities,
the foremost meed of praise must be awarded to that
which more than any other thing is the cause of
them, that is, to history. For we must look upon i
as constituting the gunrdisn of the high achieve-
ments of llnstrious men, the witness whicl testifies
to the evil deeds of the wicked, and the bencfactor
of the entire human race. For if it be trne that the
myths which are related about Hades, in spite of
the fact that their subject-matter is fletitious, con-
tribute greatly to fostering piety and justiee among
men, how much more must we assume that history,
the prophetess of truth, she who is, as it were, the
meother-city 1 of philesophy as a whole, is still more
potent to equip men’s characters for noble living!
For all men, by reason of the frailty of cur natare,

where Chrysippns calls the Gasirolegy of Archestratus a
“ metropolie ’ of the philesophy of Fpicurus,

g
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BOOK 1. 2. 3-6

live but an infinitesimal portion of eternity and are
dead throughout all snbsequent time); and while in
the case of those who @ their Bfetime have done
nothing worthy of note, everything which has per-
tained to them in life also perishes when their bodies
die, yet in the case of these whe by their virtue have
achieved fame, thelr deeds are remembered for
evermore, since they are heralded abroad by history’s
voice most divine.

Now i is an excellent thing, methinks, as all men
of understanding must agree, to receive in exchange
for mortal labours an immortal fame. In the case
of Heracles, for instance, it is generally agreed that
during the whele time which he spest among men he
submitted to great and continuous labours and perils
willingly, in order that he might confer benefits
upon the race of men and thereby gain immortality
and Hkewise in the case of other great and good men,
some have atiaimed to heroic hononrs and others to
henenrs equal to the divine, and all have been thonght
to be worthy of great praise, since history immor-
talizes thelr achievements. TFor whereas all other
memorials abide but a brief time, being continually
destroyed by many vicissitudes, yvet the power of
history, which extends over the whole inhabited
world, possesses in time, which brings rain upon all
things else, a custodian which ensures its perpetual
transmission to posterily.

History also contributes to the power of speech,
and s nobler thing than that may npot easily be
found, For i is this that makes the Greeks superior
to the- barbarians, and the educated to the unedu-
cated, and, furthermore, it is by means of speech
alone that one man is able to gain ascendancy over

iy
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the many; and, in general, the impression made by
every measure that is proposed correspends to the
power of the speaker who presents i, and we deseribe
great and good men as * worthy of speech,” ! as
though therein they had won the highest prize of
excellence.  And when speech is resolved into its
several kinds, we find that, whereas peetry is more
pleasing than profitable, and codes of law punish
but do not instruet, and similarly, all the other kinds
either contribute nothing to happiness or else
eontain & harmful element mingled with the bene-
ficia, while seme of them actually pervert the troth,
history alone, since in it word and fact are in perfect
agreement, embraces in its narration all the other
qualities as well that are useful; for it is ever to be
se¢n urging men to justice, denouncing those who
are evil, landing the good, laying up, in a word, for
its veaders a mighty store of experience,

3. Consequently we, observing that writers of
history are accorded a merited approbation, were led
to feel 2 like enthusiasm for the subject. But when
we turned our attention to the histerians before our
time, although we approved their purpose without
reservation, yet we were far from feeling that their
treatises had been composed se as to contribute to
human welfare as much as might have been the case.
For altheugh the profit which history affords its
readers lies in its embracing a vast number and
variety of circumstances, yeb most writers have
recorded no mere than iselated wars waged by a single
nation or a single state, and but few have undertaken,
beginning with the earliest times and ceming down

t e wor‘b%g to be the subject of apeech. d&ldreyes is &

favourites word of Diodorus in the usual meaning of *dis.
tioguished,” * notable.”’
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.} Of the writers who may besald to have somposed universa
nistories, Diodorus may have had in mind Herodotus, who had
ne chronological system, Anaximenes of Lampsacus, who
confingd his Hellenica, as the title shows, to the Greeks, and
Ephorus of Cyme, who omitied the mythologieal period and

4

BOOK L 3. 2-3

to their own day, to record the events connected
with all peoples; and of the latter, some have not
attached to the several events their own proper dates,
and others have passed over the deeds of barbarian
peoples; and some, again, have rejected the ancient
legends because of the difficulties involved in their
treatment, while others have failed to ecomplete the
plan to which they had set their hand, their lives
having been cut short by fate  And of those who
have undertaken this account of all peoples not one
has continued his history beyond the Macedenian
period.  For while some have closed their accounts
with the deeds of Philip, others with those of
Alexander, and some with the Biadochi or the
Epigon),? yet, despile the number and importance
of the events subsequent to these and extendin
even to our own lifetime which have been left
neglected, no historian has essayed to treat of them
within the compass of a single narrative, because of
the magnitude of the undertaking. For this reason,
sinee both the dates of the events and the events
themselves lie scattered about in numerous treatices
and in divers authers, the knowledge of them
becomes difficult for the mind to encompass and for
the memory to retain

Consequently, after we had examined the com-
position of each of these authors” works, we resolved
to write a history after a plan which might yield to

whose death brought his history fo s olose with the yeas
340 5.0, sltheagh he had witnessed the stirring events of the
subsequent twenty years.

* The Diadochi, or SBuscessors, were those rulers who shortly
after 323 B.o, formed separsie kingdoms ouf of the territory
conquered by Alexander. The Epigoni wers the next and
succseding generations,

13



DIODORUS OF SiCILY

e}uzxm"m 86 Tovs avarymmaxovmx évoyrjoou-
cay. ez vedp Tig 'ras' gl pwiuny Wapaﬁex?o;zemq
Tt a‘u,wn‘avms‘ K60 oy ':frpafeav, wcwrep *rwo\,
puidis TOAEWS, ap&'a,u.ewe‘ mro T apxaw'ra?wy
xpomw ava!ypa@ra& K{ZT& To vaanw ;zexpa TV
fcaﬂ aiTov xmpw:f, wdroy p.ev &y worvy Umwo-
;zewcu &fnov Bre, Trpafy,u.avemy 8¢ wracdv elypy-
areTdTy a*uwrz{fawo ot tjulayaryvmamvo“w.
e‘g'eo“*ma yap € ravrys fcaoTop 'rrpof; 'n;xf diav
éwoo*rao*w e’roa,u,w\, la,u;@cwew 7o Xpnm;wv,
r.oa*?rep €K UEYIATS ApUOMErOY Tyhis.  rols pey
rdip swzﬁaf?\.?\.{)pemw &eftemu TAS TRV ’focmwmy
ovryypahéar w'ropm» wpco'rov pév ol pa&au
e:.’wropqo“a:. Ty sy THY xpemv TTOVTBY Bi-
Bhey, frara Sd riw dvepadiar ral 76 wAHfos
'rc?;y aw-rwy,wdww 8vo'fca'rci?m}?r'rae fyz've"raa reréws
wal 390‘59{:5&:?0? 5 ThY wemwpayuévev avakq'@mq
7. & év puis a'uwafews‘ wepiypadh wpafy,wa-rem
TO ThW wpa&’ew:f eapc,u.svoﬂ exoua’a Ty pev
avavwa'w Eroiuny wapEYeTat, THY O aya?km;rw
exe& Tarrehilg ewmpcuco?\ovt?n'my xaﬁo}wv 8¢
T EAAwv rocebrov vrepsxew TavTy Heynréop
Surip yonoipawTepsy EoTe TO wav rol pépovs xai th
oureyés red B;eppqwzévov, mpas B¢ rovrows Té
bm;‘:pa;\‘?a’mémv Toi5 Xpévoz? ot unbd ywworo.
HEVGU TLGLY erpaxt?n Hapals.

4. Qw’n'ep fr;p.e:;v Opwv'ree TRUTHY THY vweé’eaw
Xpna‘amea?ny pév olioay, wodloh Sé wovey xal
Xpovov 7 pocEeauérny, 'rpumo:f'm iy & mwepi
atriy €wpaypareddnuey, perd 88 worNds kaxo-

3 puis Schitfer @ wi,
10

BOOK L. 3. g—g. 1

its readers the greatest benefit and at the same
time incommode them the Jeast. For if a man
should begin with the most anclent times and record
to the best of his ability the affairs of the entire
world down to his own day, so far as they have been
handed down to memory, as thongh they were the
affairs of some single <ity, he would obviously have
to undertake an immense labour, yet he would have
composed a treatise of the utmost value to those
who are studiously inclined. For from such a
treatise every man will be able readily to take what
is of use for his special purpose, drawing as it were
from a great fountsin, The reason for this is that,
in the first place, it Is not easy for these who propose
to go through the writings of so many historians to
procure the books which come to be needed, and, in
the second place, that, because the works vary so
widely and are so namerous, the recovery of past
events becomes extremely difficult of comprehension
and of attaimment; whereas, on the other hand,
the treatise which keeps within the limits of a single
narrative and contains a connected account of events
facititates the reading and contains such recovery of
the past in a form that is perfectly easy to follow.
In general, a history of this nature must be held to
surpass all others to the same degree as the whole
is more useful than the part and continuity than dis-
continuity, and, again, as an event whose date has
been accurately determined is more useful than one
of which it is not known in what period it happened.

4. And so we, appreciating that an undertaking
of this nature, while most useful, would yet require
much Iabour and time, have been engaged upon it
for thirty years, and with much hardship and many

X7
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BOOK L 4. 1-6

dangers we have visited a large portion of both
Asia and Furope that we might see with our own
eyes ali the most important regions * and as many
others as possible; for many ervers have been com-
mitted through ignorance of the sites, not only by
the common run of historians, but even by some of
the highest reputation. As for the resources which
have availed us in this undertaking, they have been,
first and foremost, that enthusiasm for the work
which enables every man e bring te completion the
task which seems fmpossible, and, in the second place,
the sbundant supply which Rome affords of the
materials pertaining to the propesed study. For
the supremacy of this city, a supremacy se powerful
that it extends to the bounds of the inhabited
world, has provided us in the course of owr long
residence there with copious resources in the most
accessible form. Tor since the city of our origin
was Agyrium in Sicily, and by reason of our contact
with the Romans in that island we had gained a
wide acqnamtanw with their language,? we have
acquired an aceurate knowledge of all the events
connected with this empive from the records which
have been carefully preserved ameng them over a
long period of tlme. Now we bhave begun our
history with the legends of both Greeks and bar-
barizns, after having first investigated to the best
of our ability the accounts which each people records
of its earliest times,

Since my undertaking is now completed, although
the volumes are as yet unpublished, I wish to pre-

® The prevailing language in Sieily in this peried was Greek.
Un the acguaintance of Diodorus with Latin ses the Intro-
duction, pp. xiiif,
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BOOK I 4. 6-5. 1

sent a brief preliminary outline of the work as a
whole. Qur first six Books embrace the events and
legends previous to the Trojan War, the first three
setting forth the antiquities of the barbarians, and
the next three almest exclusively these of the
Greeks ;1 in the following eleven we have written
a universal histery of events from the Trojan War
te the death of Alexander; and in the succeeding
twenty-three Books we have given an orderly account
of all subsequent evenis down to the beginning of
the war between the Romans and the Celis, in the
course of which the commander, Gaius Julius Caesar,
who haz been deified becanse of his deeds, subdued
the most numerous and mest warlike tribes of the
Celts, and advanced the Roman Empire as far as the
British Isles. The first events of this war occurred
in the first year of the One Hundred and Eightieth
Olympiad, when Herodes was archon in Athens?

5, Az for the pericds inclnded in this work,
we do not attempt te fix with any strictness the
Brmits of those before the Trojan War, because no
frustworthy chronelogical table covering them has
come into ouwr hands: but from the Trojan War nm
we follow Apollodorus of Athens? in setiing the 24
interval from then to the Return of the Heracleidae 1104
as eighty years, from then to the First Olympiad 3¢
three hundred and iwenty-eight years, reckoning 7765
the dates by the reigns of the kings of Lacedaemon, &

2 On these periods and dates, as given more fully In the
following paragraph, see the Introdnetion, p. xv.

A pi.i?osopher and historian of the second ventury p.wo.
whose Chronslogy covered the years 13184-118 s, The
Chronolagy of Castor of Rhodes, of the firat centary B.0., which
came down 10 80 B.o., and was probably also used by Diodoris

after the date where Apolledorus sfopped, included the period
hefore the Trojan War,

Pos]
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! In Book 40. 8 Diodorns remarks that some of his Books
had been cirenlated before the publication of the work as o
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BOOK L 5. 1-6. 2

and from the First Olympiad to the beginning of the
Celtic War, which we have made the end of our
history, seven hundred and thisty years;, so that
aur whole treatise of forty Books embraces eleven
hundred and thirty-elght vears, exclusive of the
periods which embrace the events before the Trojan
War.

We have given at the outset this precise outline,
since we desire to inform our readers sbout the pro-
ject as & whole, and at the same time to deter those
whe are accustomed to make their bocks by com-
pilation,! from mutilating works of which they are not
the authors, And thronghout our entire history
it is to be hoped that what we have done well may
not be the object of envy, and that the matters
wherein our knowledge i defective may receive
correction at the hands of meore able historians

Now that we have set forth the plan and purpose
of our undertaking we shall atiempt to make good
our promise of such a treatise.

8. Concerning the varicus coneeptions of the gods
formed by those who were the first to iniroduce
the worship of the deity, and concerning the myths
which are told about each of the immortals, although
we shall refrain from setting forth the most part
in detail, since such & procedure would require a
jong account, yet whatever on these subjeets we
may feel Lo be pertinent o the several paris of our
proposed history we shall present in a summary
fashion, that pothing which is worth hearing may
be found missing, Concerning, however, every race

whois, Whether fhey Liad Bbeen materially altered, as was
ofter doue by the diaskenasts, is not known,
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3 That the universe, ns well 85 the earth and the human
race, was cternsl was the view of Aristoile and the early
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BOOK L 6 2-7. 1

of men, and all events that have taken place in the
known parts of the inhabited world, we shall give
an accurate account, so far as that is possible in the
case of things that happened so long ago, beginning
with the earliest times, Now as regards the first
origin of mankind two opinions have arisen among
the best authorities both on nature and on his’cor}
One group, which takes the position that the aniverse
did not come into being and will not decay, has
declared that the race of men also has existed from
eternity, there having never been a time when
men were first begotten; the other group, however,
which holds that the universe came into being and
will decay, has declared that, kke it, men had their
first origin at a definite timet

7. When in the beginning, as their account runs, the
universe was bcmg formed, both heaven and earth were
indistinguishable in appearance, sinee their elements
were intermingled : then, when thelr bodies separated
from one another, the universe tock on in all its parts
the ordered form in which it is now seen; the air
set up 4 continual metion, and the flery element in
it gathered inte the highest regions, since anything
of such a pature moves upward by reason of its
lightness (and it is for this reason that the sun and
the multitude of other stars becams involved in the
universal whirl); while all that was mud-like and
thick and contained an admixture of moisture sank
because of its weight into one place: and as this

Peripatetics, and was defended by Theophrastus against Zeno,
the founder of the Stoic school. The srguments nsed by
Theophrastus are found in Philo Judaous, De Aeterndiaie
Mundi, especinlly chaps, 28-27; ep, B, Zeller, dristotle und the
Earlier Peripatetics {E};g transl.}, 2. pp. 38C1
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apofyevq 'm'rrov suvdpauely, 6va,aacr§ewa 7AOTd.
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Dindord.
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continually turned about upon iself and became
compressed, out of the wet i formed the sea, and
out of what was firmer, the land, which was like
potter’s clay and entirely soft. But as the sun’s
fire shone upon the land, it first of all became fom,
and then, since its surface was in s ferment because
of the warmth, portions of the wet swelled up In
masses in many places, and in these pustules covered
with delicate membranes made their appesrance.
Such a phenomenon can be seen even yet in swamps
and marshy places whenever, the ground having
hecome cold, the air suddenly and without any
gradual change becomes intensely warm. And
while the wet was being 1mpregnate(} with life by
reason of the warmth in the manner deseribed, by
night the living things forthwith received their
nourishment from the mist that fell from the envelop-
ing air, and by day were made solid by the intense
heat; and finally, when the embryos had attained
their full devek;pment and the membranes had been
thoroughly heated and breken open, there was pro-
duced every form of animal Jife  Of these, such as
had partzken of the most warmth set off 1o the
higher regions, having become winged, and such as
retained an earthy consistency came to be numbered
in the class of ereeping things and of the other
land animals, while those whose compeosition partook
the most of the wet element gathered into the region
congenial to them, receiving the name of water
animale, And since the earth constantly grew more
solid through the action of the sun’s fire and of the
winds, it was finally no Jonger able to generate any

1 Cp. chap. 19, 2,
27
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% (. Busolt, © Diodor's Verhaltniss z. Stoicismus,” Jakrb.
el. PRil. 139 {1889), 207 £, nacribes to Posidoniug most of the
Preface of Dicdorus, but finds in this ard the pracading
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of the larger animals, but each kind of living creatures
was now begotlen by breeding with one another,

And apparently uripides also, who was a pupil
of Anaxagoras the natural philosopher, is not opposed
to thig account of the nature of the universe, for in
his Melanippe * he writes as follows:

"Tis thus that heav'n and earth were once one form
But since the two were sundered each from each,
They now beget and bring to light all things,

The irees and birds, the beasts the spawn of sea,
And race of mortals.

8. Concerning the first generation of the universe
thig is the account which we have received® But
the first men io be born, they say, led an undisci-
plined and bestial life, sciting out one by one to
secure their sustenance and taking for their food
both the tenderest herbs and the fruils of wild trees.
Then, since they were attacked by the wild beasts,
they eame to cach other's ald, being instrueted by
expediency, and when gathered together in this way
by reason of their fear, they gradually came to
recognize their mutunl characteristies.  Aud though
the sounds which they made were at first wnintelli-
gible und indistinet, yet gradually they came to give
articulation to their speech, and by agreeing with
one another upon symbols for each thing which
presented rtseiip to them, made kuown among them-
selves the significance which was te be attached to each
term.  But since groups of this kind nrese over every
part of the inhabited world, not all men had the

chapiter Epleurean influsnce. The fach is that Diedorus’
philosophy, if he may be asid to have had any, was highly
eclectic.
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same language, inasmuch as every group organized
the elements of its speech by meve chance. This is
the explanation of the present existence of every
conceivable kind of language, and, furthermore, out
of these first groups to be formed came ali the
original nations of the world.

Now the first men, since none of the things usefu)
for lfe had yet been discovered, led a wretched
existence, having no clething to cover them, knowing
not the use of dwelling and fire, and also being
totally ignorant of eultivaied food. For sinee they
also even neglected the harvesting of the wild foed,
they laid by no store of its fruits against their
needs; eonsequently large numbers of ther perished
in the winters because of the cold and the lack of
food. Little by Bitle, however, experience taught
them both to take to the caves in winter and to
store such fruits as could be preserved. And when
they had become acquainted with fire and other
useful things, the arte also and whatever else is
capable of furthering man’s social lifc were gradually
discovered. Indeed, Sfpeaking generally, in all things
it was neecessity itself that became man's teacher,
supplying in appropriate fashion instruction in every
matter to a ecreature which was well endowed by
nature and had, as its assistants for every purpose,
hands and speech and sagacity of mind.

And as regards the first origin of men and their
earliest manner of life we shall be satisfied with
what has been said, since we would keep due propor-
tion in our sccount. 9. But as regards all the events
which have been handed down te memory and took
place in the known regions of the inhabited world, we
shall now undertake to give a full account of them.
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Now as to who were the first kings we are in no
position to speak on our own authority, nor do we
give assent to those historians who profess to know
for it is npossihite that the discovery of writing was
of so early a date as to have heen contemnporary
with the first kings. But if 2 man should concede
even this last peint, it still seems evident that writers
of history are as a class a quite receni appearance
in the life of mankind. Again, with respect to the
antiquity of the human race, not only do Greeks
put forth their claims but many of the barbarians
as well, all holling that it is they whe are asto-
chthonous and the first of all men to discover the
things which are of use in life, and that it was the
events in their own history which were the earliest
to have been held worthy of record. 8o far as we
are concerned, however, we shall not make the
attempt to determine with preeision the antiquity of
each nation or what is the race whose nations are
prior in point of time to the rest and by how many
years, but we shall record summarily, keeping due
proportion in our account, what each nation has to
say concerning iis antiquity and the carly events
in its history. The first peoples which we shall dis.
euss will be the harbarians, not that we consider
themn to be earlier than the Greeks, as Ephorus has
said, but because we wish to set forth most of the
facts ahout then at the ountset, in order that we may
not, by heginniug with the varicus accounis given
by the Greeks, have to interpolate in the different
narrations of their early history any event connected
with another people.  And since Egypt is the country
where mythology places the origin of the gods, where
the earliest observations of the stars are said to have
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been made, and where, furthermore, many note-
worthy deeds of great men are recorded, we shall
begin our history with the evenis connected with
Egypt.

16, Now the Tigyplians have an account like this:
When in the beginning the universe came inte being,
men first eame into existence in Egypt, both because
of the favourable climate of the land and because of
the nature of the Nile. For this stream, since it
produces much hfe and provides a spontaneous supply
of food, easily supports whatever living things have
been engendered; for both the root of the reed
and the lotus, as well as the Egyptian bean and
corsaeum, as it ig called, and many other similar
plants, supply the race of men with nourishment
all ready for use!  As proof that animal life appeared
first of all in their land they would offer the fact
that even at the present day the soil of the Thebaid
al certain times generates mice in such numbers
and of such size as to astonish all who have witnessed
the phenomenon; for some of them are fully formed
as far es the breust and front feet and are able o
move, while the rest of the body s unfermed, the
clod of earth stili retaining s natural character,
And from this fact it is manifest that, when the
world was first taking shape, the Jand of Egypt could
better than any olher have been the place where
mankind came into being because of the well-
tempered nature of its soil; for even at the present
time, while the solf of no other country generates
any such things, in it alone certain Hving ereatures

of such food i3 degeribed. The corsaenm was the tuber of the
Nile water-lily.
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may be seen coming into being in a marvellous
fashion,

In general, they say that ¥ in the fload which
occurred in the time of Peucalion most living things
were destroyed, it is probable that the inhabitants
of southern ¥gypt survived rather than any others,
since their couniry is rainless for the most part; or
if, as some maintain, the destruction of hiving things
was ecomplele and the earth then brought forth
again new forms of animals, nevertheless, even on
such a supposition the first genesis of living things
fittingly attaches to this country. For when the
moistare from the abundant rains, whieh fell among
other peoples, was mingled with the intense heat
which prevails in Lgypt itself, it is reasonable to
suppose that the air became very well tempered for
the first generation of all living things. Indeed, even
in our day during the inundations of Egypt the
generation of forms of animal life can clearly be
seen taking place in the pools which remain the
longest; for, whenever the river has begun to reeede
and the sun has thoroughly dried the surface of the
glime, living animals, they say, take shape, some of
thems fully formed, but some only half so and still
actually united with the very carth.

11. Now the men of Egypt, they say, when ages
ago they came into existence, as they locked up at
the frmament and were struck with both awe and
wonder ab the natore of the universe, conceived that
two gods were both eternal and first, namely, the
sun and the moon, whom they ealled respectivel
Osirls and Isis, these appeliations having in e:ad:

? re Vogel: omifted by Vulgate, 3ekker, Dindorf.
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freguently, o.g. Odyssey 12, 323,

38

BOCK I i1 1-g

case been based upon a certain meaning in them.
For when the names are translated into Greek Osiris
means “ many-eyed,” and properly so; for in shed-
ding his rays in every direction he surveys with
many eyes, as it were, all Jand and sea. And the
words of the poet! are also in agreement with this
conception when he says:

The sun, who sees all things and hears all things,

And of the ancient Greek writers of mythology some
give to Qsiris the name Dionysus or, with a slight
change in form, Sirius. One of them, Fumolpus,
in his Bacchic Hymn speaks of

Our Dionysus, shining like a star,
With fiery eye in ev'ry ray;

while Orpheus ® says:

And this is why men call him Shining One
And Bionysus.

Some say that Osiris is also represented with the
closk of fawn-skin aboui his shoulders?® as imitating
the sky spangled with the stars.  As for Isis, when
transiated the word means ' ancient,” the name
having been given her because her birth was from
everlasting and ancient. And they put horns on her
head both because of the appearance which she has
to the eye when the moon is crescent-shaped, and
because among the Egyptiane a cow is held sacred
to her.

These twe gods, they hold, regulate the entire
aniverse, giving both nourishment and increase to

2 ¥rg. 237, Kemn.
* That is, as Dienysus was commonly represented.
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all things by means of a system of three seasons
which complete the full eycle through an unobserv-
able movement, these being spring and sommer and
winter; and these seasons, though in nature most
cpposed To one another, complete the cycle of the
yearin the fullest harmony. Moreover, practieally all
the physical matter which is essential to the genera-
tion of all things is furnished by these gods, the sun
contributing the fiery element and the spirit, the
moon the wet and the dry, and both together the air;
and it is through these elements that all things are
engendered and nourished. And so it is out of the
sun and moon that the whole physieal body of the
universe is made complete; and as for the five
parts just named of these bodies—the spirit, the
fire, the dry, as well az the wet, and, lasily, the
air-like—just as in the case of a man we enumerate
head and hands and feet and the other parts, so in
the same way the body of the universe is composed
in its entirety of these parts.

12. Bach of these parts they regard as a god and
to each of them the first men in BEgypt to use artien-
late speech gave a distinet name appropriate to its
nature. Now the spirit they called, as we translate
thelr expression, Zeus, and since he was the source
of the spirit of life in animals they considered him
o be in a sense the father of all things. And they
say that the most renowned of the Greck poets?
also agrees with this when he speaks of this god as

The father of men and of gods.

‘The fire they called Hephaestus, as it is translated,
holding him to be a great god and one who con-

* Homer; the phrase occure in many passages.
A1
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tribates much both to the birth and fuli development
of all things. The earth, again, they looked upon as
akind of vessel winch holds all growing things and so
gave it the name " mother "} and in Bke manner the
Greeks also eall it Demeter, the word having been
slightly changed in the course of time; for in olden
times they called her G& Meter (Ilarth Maother), to
which Orpheus ? bears witness when he speaks of

Barth the Mother of 211, Demeter giver of wealth,

And the wet, according to them, was called by the
men of old Oceané, which, when translated, means
Testering-mother, though some of the Greeks have
taken it to be Oceanus, in connection with whom
the poet ¥ also speaks of

QOeeanus seuree of gods and mother Tethys.

For the Egyptians consider Oceanus te be their
river Nile, on: which also their gods were born; sinee,
they say, Egypt is the only country in the whole
inhabited world where there are many cities which
were founded by the first gods, such as Zeus, Helius,
Hermes, Apolle, Pan, Fileithyia, and many mere®

The air, they say, they called Athena, ag the name
is translated, and they considered her to be the
dasghter of Zeus and conceived of her as a virgin,
because of the fact that the air is by its nature
uncorrupted and occeupies the highest part of the
entire universe; for the latter reason also the myth
arose that she was born from the head of Zeus

2 Tethys was the wife of Oceanus. The line is from the
fiad 14, 302,

i By the time Diodorus visited Hgypt many an old
Hgvptian city bore a Greek name, such as Diospolis {ep.
chap. 45), Haliopolis, Hermupolis, Apollinopolis, Panopolis,
and the like.
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Another name given her was Tritogeneia (Thrice
born), because her nature changes three limes in
the course of the year, in the spring, summer, and
winter. ‘They add that she is also called Glaucopis
(Blue-eyed),! not because she has blue eyes, as some
Greeks have held-a silly explanation, indeed—but
because the air has a blaish cast.

‘Theze five deities, they say, visit all the inhabited
world, revealing themselves to men in the form of
saered animals, and at times even appearing in the
guise of men or in other shapes; noristhisa %&bufo&s
thing, but possible, i these are in very truth the
gods who give life to all things. And also the poet,
who visited Egypt and became acquainted with such
accounts as these from the lips of the priests, in some

laee in his writings ? sets forth ag actual fact what
E&s been said:

The gods, in strangers” form from alien lands,
Frequent the cities of men in ev'ry gulse,
Observing their insolence and lawful ways.

Now se far as the celestial gods are concerned
whose genesis is from cternity, this is the account
given by the Egyptians.

13. And besides these there are other gods, they
say, who were terrestrial, having once been mertals,
but who, by reason of their sagacity and the good
services which they rendered to all men, attained
immortality, some of them baving even been kings
in Tigypt. Their names, when iranslated, are in
some cases the same as those of the celestial gods,
while others have a distinct appellation, such as

i This common epithet of Athena in Homer is more

generally taken fo mean “ gleaming. eyed.”
¥ Odyssey 317, 485-1.
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Helius, Cronus, and Bhea, and also the Zeus whoe is
called Ammon by some, and besides these Hera ang
Hephaestus, also Hestla, and, finally, Hermes.
Helius was the first king of the Egyptians, his name
being the same as that of the heavenly star®  Some
of the priests, however, say that Hephaestus was
thetr first king, since he was the discoverer of fire
and received the rule because of this service to
mankind; for once, when a tree on the mountains
had been struck by lightning and the forest near by
was ablaze, Hephuestus went up to it, for it was
winter-time, and greatly enjoyed the heat; as the
fire died down he kept adding fuel s #, and while
keeping the fire going in this way he invited the
rest of mankind to enjoy the advantage which
came from it. Then Cronug became the ruler, and
upon marrying his sister Rhea he begat Osiris and
Isis, according te some writers of mythology, but,
according to the majority, Zeus and Hera, whose
high achievements gave them dominion over the
entire aniverse. ¥From these last were sprung five
gods, one born on each of the five days which the
Heyptians intercalate; ? the names of these children
were Osiris and Isis, and also Typhon, Apolls, and
Aphrodite; and Osiris when translated is Diouysus,
and Isis is more similar to Demeter than to any
other goddess; and after Osiris married Isis and
succeeded to the kingship he did many things of
serviee to the social life of man,

14. Osiris was the first, they record, to meke man-

b That is, the san,

? The Fgyptians used a calendar of twelve monthe of thirty
dayy each, with five days intercalated at the end of the year.
Cp. chap, 50
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kind give up cannibalism; for after Isis had dis
covered the frult of both wheat and barley which
grew wild over the land along with the other plants
but was still unknown to man, and Osiris had alse
devised the enltivation of these frails, all men
were glad to change their food, both because of the
pleasing nature of the newly-discovered grains and
because it seemed to their advantage to refrain from
their butchery of one another. As proef of the
discovery of these fruits they offer the following
ancient eustom which they stil observe: Fven yet
ab harvest time the people make a dedication of
the fixst heads of the grain to be cut, aud standing
beside the sheaf beat themselves and call upon Isis,
by this act rendering honour to the goddess for the
fruits which she discovered, at the season when she
first did this. Moreover in some eities, during the
Festival of Isis as well, stalks of wheat and barley
are carried among the other objects in the proces-
sion, as a memorial of what the goddess so ingeniously
diseovered at the beginning. Isis alse established
laws, they say, in accordance with which the people
regularly dispense justice to one another and are
led to refrain through fear of punishment from
iHlegal viclence and insolence ; and it is for this reason
also that the early Crecks gave Demeter the name
Thesmephorus? ackunowledging in this way that
she had first established their laws,

15, QOsizls, they say, founded in the Egyptian
Thebaid a city with a hundred gates, which the men
of his day named after his mother, though later
generations called it Diospolis? and some named it

? Law giver. 2 City of Zous,

4%



DIODORUS OF SICILY

2 A0S mohw, dviovs 8¢ @4Bas. dudioByreitar &
7 £Tios The wohews TavTns of pivey wapd rois
cvyypadetiow, dAAG xai wap' adrels Tels xav
Alyvmrov iepebor moAhei yap iwropoioiw oly
vro rawv wepi Tov "Oopwr kriobivar rds O4fas,
dAAa werdrots Jorepov Ereawy vmd rwos Bacihéws,
mept of Ta xatd pépos év rols olwelow ypbvois

3 dvaypdyroper.  (Spvoacfar §& xal lepov téw
yovéwy Oeds re wal “Hpas afibhoyov +¢ ve
peyéfer kal TH Aotmf wolutedely, xal vaols
xpvaods 8}30 Dby, Tov pev peilova wobi odpaviov,
Tov 86 éAdrTova Tob BePacilevkdros xal watpbs

4 adréy, & Twes "Appwva calobou  wara-
auevdoas 0¢ xal Tov dAAwy Jedy TV Tpostonué-
vov vaevs xpueels, dv éxdore Tipds droveipas
xal xataoThoat robs émripedopévovs fepels.  mwpo-
Tipdabas o¢ mapd ‘00'5,3;3; xal 75 ol rois
Tas réyvas drevploxovras 7 pellodedovrds ¢ TGy

8 xpnoiney Sibmep év TH GnBaile yahkovpyeiny
evpebévTar kai ypvoeiwv mla Té xaracxevd-
caclac, 8 dv Ta Onpla wrelvovras kat Thy i
épyalopérovs Guroripws Equepdoas iy yopav,
drydpard Te xal ypveobs raovs karacxevicacfa
Tar Bedv Sramperels.

6 DevéoBas 88 xal droyéwpyor Tov "Oowpiv, xal
rpadiivas pev ThHy evdaimoves "Apafias v Nioy
manoier Alyimrov, Aws Svra waida, wxal ‘ra‘}xf
wpooyepiay Eyar wapd rois “EMNAgow dmd ve
rol waTpds rai TOb TéWOv Nibvucor drepuo-

T févratl  peurfiofar S¢ +is Ndews wat  rév

P dvauacbivra Vogel: perovopastiévre ¥, Belcker, Dindorf,

50

BOOK L 15 1wy

Thebes. There s no agreement, however, as to
when this city was founded, not only among the
historians, but even ameong the priests of Epgypt
themselves; for many writers say that Thebes was
not founded by Osiris, but many years later by a
certain king of whom we shall give a detailed account
in connection with his pericdd  Osiris, they add,
alse built a temple to his parents, Zeus and Hera,
which was famous beoth for its size and s costliness
in general, and two golden chapels to Zeus, the
larger oune to him as pgod of heaven, the smaller one
to him as former king and father of the Egyptians,
in which rile he is called by some Ammen. He also
made golden chapels for t{le rest of the gods men-
tioned above, allotting horours to each of them and
appointing priests to have charge over these. Special
esteem at the court of Osiris and Isis was also
aceorded to those who should invent any of the arts
or devise any useful process; consequently, since
copper and geld mines had been discovered in the
Thebaid, they fashioned implements with which they
killed the wilg beasts and worked the soil, and thus
in eager rivalry brought the country under cultiva-
tion, and they made images of the fgods and mag-
nificent golden chapels for their worship,

Osiris, they say, was also interested in ugriculiure
and was reared in Nysa, a city of Arabia Felix near
Egypt, being a son of Zeus; and the name which
he bears among the Greeks is derived both from
his father and from the birthplace, since he is called
Dionysns.® Mention is also made of Nysa by the

 The founder was o certain Busiris, according to chep. 45.

* A far-fetched etymology : Die- (from Diss, the genitive
form of the nominative Zeus) and Nysus {(Nysa}
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poet in his Hymmns! to the effect that it was in the
vicinity of Egypt, when he says:

There is a certain Nysa, mountain high,
With forests thick, in Phoenicé afar,
Close to Aegyptus’ streams,

And the discovery of the vine, they say, was made
by him near Nysa, and that, having further devised
the proper treatment of its frult, he was the first to
drink wine and taught mankind at large the culture
of the vine and the use of wine, as well as the way to
harvest the grape and to store the wine. The one
most highly honoured by him was Hermes, who was
endowed with unusual ingenuity for devising things
capable of improving the soelal life of man,

16, It was by Hermes, for instance, according to
them, that the common language of mankind was
first further articulated, and that many objects which
were still nameless received an appellation, that the
alphabel was invented, and that ordinances regard-
ing the henours and offerings due to the gods were
duly established; he was the first also to observe
the orderly arrangement of the stars and the har-
mony of the musical sounds and their nature, to
establish a wrestling school, and to give thought to
the rhytbmical movement of the human body and
its proper development. He also made a lyre and
gave it three sirings, imitating the seasons of the
year; for he adopted three tones, a high, a low,
and a medium; the high from the summer, the low
from the winter, and the medium from the spring,
The Greeks also were taught by him how to expound
‘hermeneia) their thoughts, and # was for this reason

* Homeric Hymns 1, 8-9,
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that he was given the name Hermes. In a word,
Osiris, taking him for his priestly seribe, communi-
cated with him on every matier and used his counsel
above that of all others, The olive tree also, they
elaim, was his discovery, not Athena's, as Greeks say.

17. Of Osiris they say that, being of a beneficent
turn of mind, and eager for glory, he gathered
together a great army, with the intention of visiting
all the inhabited earth and teaching the race of men
how to cultivate the vine and sow wheat and barley;
for he supposed that if he made men give up their
savagery and adopt a gentle manner of life he would
receive immortal honours because of the magnitude
of his benefactions. And this did in fact take place,
since not enly the men of his time who received this
gift, but all succeeding generations as well, because
of the delight which they take in the foods which
were discovered, have honoured those who intro-
duced them as gods most fllustrious,

Now after Osiris had established the affairs of
Egypt and turned the supreme power over to Isis
his wife, they say that he placed Hermes at her
side as counseflor because his pradence raised him
above the king's other friends, and as general of
all the land under his sway he left Heracles, who was
both his kinsman and renowned for his valour and
physical strength, while as governors he appointed
Busiris over those parts of Egypt which lie towards
Phoenicia and border apon the sea and Antacus
over these adjoming Ethiopia and Libya; then he
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BOOK 1 17, 3-18. 2

himgelf lefy }."ngit with his army to make his cam-
paign, taking in his company also his brother, whom
the Greeks eall Apolle. And it was Apolle, they
say, whe dizcovered the laurel, a garland of which
alt men place about the head of this ged above
all athers, The discovery of fvy is also attributed
te Osiris by the Egyptians and made sacred to this
god, just as the Gree{;; also de in the case of Dionysus,
And in the Egyptian language, they say, the ivy is
called the “ plant of Osiris ™ and for purposes of
dedication is preferred to the vine, since the latter
sheds its leaves while the former ever remaing
green; the same rule, moreaver, the ancients have
follewed in the case of other plants alse which are
perennially green, ascribing, for instance, the myrtle
to Aphrodite and the laurel to Apollo.

18, Now (siris was accempanicd en his campaign,
as the Fgyptian account goes, by his two sons
Anubis and Macedon, whe were distinguished for
their valour, Beth of them carried the mest notable
sccoutrements of war, taken frem certain animals
whose character was not unlike the boldness of the
men, Anubis wearing a dog's skin and Macedon
the fore-parts of a welf; and it is for this reason
that these animals are held in honour among the
Lgyptians, He also took Pan aleng on his campaign,
whe is held in special honour by the Egyptians; for
the inhabitants of the land have net only set up
statues of him at every temple but have also named
a city after him in the Thebaid, called by the natives
Chemme, which when translated means City of Pan?

t The god Min, being ithyphaltic, was usually identified
by the Greeks with Pang op. E.[em{iotua, 2. 48,

* +f 8 Afnpd Thy dhaler added F, Bekker, Diadorf,
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BOOK L 18 2-19. 1

In his company were also men who were experienced
in agriculiure, sueh as Maron in the cultivation of
the vine, and Triptolemus in the sowing of grain
and in every step in the harvesting of it.  And when
all his preparations had been completed Osiris made
a vow to the gods that he world let his bair grow
until his return to Fgypt and then made his way
through Hthiopia; and this is the reason why this
eustom with regard to their hair was observed
among the Egyptians until recent times, and why
those who journeyed abroad let their hair grow
until their return home,

While he was in Ethiopia, their acecunt continues,
the Satyr people were brought te him, who, they
say, have hair upon their loins. For Osivis was
laughter-loving and fond of music and the dance;
consequently he ifock with him 2 multitnde of
mausicians, among whom were nine maidens who
conld sing and were trained in the other arts, these
maidens being those who ameng the Greeks are
called the Muses; and their leader {(kegetes), as the
aceount goes, was Apeolle, who was for that reason
also given the name Musegetes, As for the Satyrs,
they were taken along on the campaign because they
were proficlent in dancing and siuging and every
kind of relaxation aud pastime; for Osiris was not
warlike, nor did he have to organize pitched battles
or engagements, since every people received him as
a god because of Lis benefactions. In Fthiopia he
instructed the inhabitants in agriculiure and founded
some notable cities, and then left belind him men
to govern the country and cellect the tribute.

19. While Osiris and his army were thus employed,
the Nile, they say, at the time of the rising of Sirius,
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BOOK 1. 19. 1~5

which is the season when the river is asually at flood,
breaking out of its banks hundated = large section
of Bgypt and covered especially that part where
Promethens was governor; and gince practieally
everything in this district was destroyed, Prometheus
was 80 grieved that he was on the peint of quitiing
ife wilfully. Because its water sweeps down so
swiftly and with such violence the river was given
the name Afins;? bul Heracles, being ever intent
upen great enterprises and eager for the reputation
of & manly spirit, speedily stopped the flood at its
breach and turned the river back inte its former
conrse, Consequently certain of the Greek poeis
worked the incident into & myth, to the effect that
Heraeles had killed the eagle which was devouring
the liver of Prometheus. The river in the ecarliest
period bore the name Oceand, which in Greek iy
(ceanus; then because of this flood, they say, it
was called A#tns, and still later it was known as
Aegyptus after & former king of the land.  And the
poet also adds his testimony to this when he
writes:?

On the river Aegyptus my curvéd ships I stayed.

For it is at Thonis, as it is called, which in early
timses was the trading-port of Tgypt, that the
river empties into the gea. Its last pame and that
which the river now bears it received from the former
king Nileus,

Now when Osirls artived at the borders of Ethiopie,
he curbed ihe rviver by dikes on both banks, so that -

i Eagle.
® (dyssey 14, 258,

(33
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at Hood-time it might not form stagnant peols over
the land to iis deiriment, but that the flood-water
might be let upon the countryside, in a gentle fow
as it might be needed, through gates which he had
built. After this he continued his marcl: through
Arabia along the shore of the Red Seal as far as
India and the limits of the inhabited world. He also
founded not a fow cities in India, ene of which he
named Nysa, wishing to leave there a memorial of
that city in Egypt where he had been reared. e
also planted ivy in the Indian Nysa, and thronghout
India and those countries which border upon it the
plant te this day & still to be found only in this
region. And many other signs of his stay he Ieff
in that country, which have led the Indians of a later
time to kay claim to the god and say that he was by
birth 2 native of India

20. Qsiris also took an interest in hunting elephants,
and everywhere left behind him inseribed pillars tell-
ing of his campaign. And he visited all the other
nations of Asia as well and erossed into Furope at
the Hellespont. "In Thrace he slew Lycurgus, the
king of the barbarians, who opposed his undertak-
ings, and Maron, who was now old, he left there to
supervise the eulture of the plants which he intro-
dueced inte that jand and eaused him to found a city
to bear his name, which he called Maroneia. Mace-
don his son, moreover, he left as king of Macedounia,
which was named after him, while te Triptolemus he
assigned the care of agriculture in Attica, Finally,
(siris in this way visited all the inhabited world and

¥ Not the present Red Sea, but the Persian Gulf and the
Indian Ocean.

b ogarelomely wavrayel Vulgate, Bekker, Dindorf,
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advanced community life by the introduction of the
fruits which are most easily cultivated, And if any
country did not admit of the growing of the vine
he introduced the drink prepared from harley,? which
is Iittle inferior to wine in arema and in strength.
On his veturn te Tgypt he lwought with him the
very greatest presents from every quarter and by
reason of the magnitude of his benefactions received
the gift of immoriality with the approval of all
men and honour equal to that offered to the gods of
heaven. After this he passed from the midst of men
into the company of the gods and received from
Isis and Hermes saerifices and every other highest
honour, These also instiluted rites for him and
introduced many things of a mystic nature, magni-
{fying in this way the power of the god.

21. Although the priests of Osiris had from the
earliest times received the account of his death as a
matter not to be divulged, in the course of years it
came about that through some of their number this
hidden knowledge was published to the many. This
is the story as they give it: When Osiris was ruling
over Egypt as its lawful king, he was murdered by
his brother Typhon, a violent and impieus man;
Typhon then divided the bedy of the slain man into
twenty-six picces and gave one pertion to each of
the hand of murderers, since he wanted all of them
to share in the pollution and feit that in this way
he would have in them steadfast supporters and
defenders of his rule. But Isis, the sister and wife
of Osiris, avenged his murder with the aid of her
son Herus, and after slaying Typhon and his aceom-
plices hecame qgueen over Egypt. The struggle

} The Egyptian beer, called below 2yffios {chap. 34),
65



P

==

DIODORUS OF SICILY

rov worapdy wAnsloy Ths viv ‘Avralov souns
kahovpdvns, v weiofar pév Myovow év 76 xard
vip "Apafiay uéper, thyv mposyyopiay & Exew
s Tob xoraghévros td’ "Hpaxdiéous "Avraiov,
rot xard Thv Qaipidos Hhxiar yevouévov. Tiw
8 ody "low mwdvra Ta pépn rold odparos why
r&v aldetwy dwevpely Poviepéryy ¢ THv Taw-
Bpis Tadiw d8nhor worfioar xal Tipwpévny wfzp&
wéios Tote ThHy Alyumror raveixoial, oUrTENET AL
10 S6Eav To19d¢é T Tpbre. éndore TAV pepby
weprrhdaar Myovoty abTyy :ré'rmza %yﬁ{)mwofi@?},
mapamijaior Oclpde 76 péyebos, €€ dpwpdrwy
kai xnpel eloxadecapérqy 8¢ xava yevy Tév
fepéwv éfopricar wdvras pndevy ’87}7\?}0:&? Ty
Sofnoouévyy abrols wieTw, xat iﬁfw.v & éedaTow
elmely Gre pévoss éxetvors maparieTar tav ol
cGuaTos Tapiy, kal Tdv ebepryeaidy imoprioa-
cav Tapakaréoar Bdyravras év rols idlots Témwors
o chpa Tiuav os Geov Tov oo, xaﬂ&e{:twam
82 xal Tév ywopbver wap' atrois {gwy v omoiov
&v Bovanléol, wal Tobr’ &v pév 1@ Cﬁ\v 'r\.s;u'i\zt,
xabfdmep rai mpérepov rov’ Qorpw, pera fie T
TeNevriy Ths omolas érelvy xndeias afwvy;
Bovhouérny 8 viw 'low xai 1§ Avoiredel
mpotpébraafar rovs lepely émi 'rc‘uf 7 poetpT)-
wévas ripuds, 76 rpitov pépes Ths Ywpag alrois
Setvar mpos ras Thy Oedw feparmeias e Kal
nectovpyiac.  Tabs & iepels Aéyetan,  pvnjio-
vebovras rér Qoipbos elepyestidv xal T wapa.

1 Antaeus wes a giant of Libya, the son of Poseidon
and Earth, who was slain by Herscles {cp. Dook 4. 17. &)
According to one version of the story he received strengih
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between them took place on the banks of the Nile
near the village now known as Antaeus, which, they
say, Hies on the Arabian side of the river and devives
Hs pame from that Anisens} a contemporary of
Osiris, who was punished by Heracles. Now Isis re-
cavered all the pieces of the body except the privates,
and wishing that the burial-place of her husband
should remsin secret and yet be honoured by all the
inhabitants of Egypt, she fulfilled her purpose in
somewhat the following manner, Over each piece
of the body, as the account goes, she fashioned out
of spices and wax 2 human figure about the size of
Q(siris ; then sumnoning the priests group by group,
she required of all of them an oath that they would
reveal to no one the trust which she was going to
confide to them, and taking each gvoup of them
apart privately she said that she was consigning to
them alone the burial of the body, and after remingd-
ing them of the benefactions of Osiris she exhorted
them to bury his body in their own distriet and pay
honours to gim as to a god, and to consecrate to
him also some one that they might choose of the
animals native to their district, pay it while living
the honours which they had formerly rendered to
QOsivis, and upon its death accoerd it the same
kind of funeral as they had given to him. And since
Isis wished to induce the priests to render these
honours by the incentive of their own profit alse,
she gave them the third part of the country to defray
the cost of the worship and service of the gods.
And the priests, it is said, being mindful of the
benefactions of Osiris and eager to please the queen

whenever he touched his mother Farth and Heracles over.
eame him only by holding him in the alr,
67
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Though the island of Philae, onve ™ the pearl of Hgypt,?
was o sacred place of early Bgypt, the beantiful temples which
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whe was petitioning them, and incited as well by
their own profit, did everything just as Isis had
suggested. It is for this reason that even to this
day each group of priests supposes that Osiris les
buried in their district, pays honours to the animals
whichk were originally consecrated to him, and,
when these die, renews in the fineral rites for them
the mourning for Osiris.  The consecration to Osiris,
however, of the sacred bulls, which are given the
names Apis and Mnuevis? and the worship of them
as gods were introduced generally among all the
Hgyptiang, sinee these animals had, more than any
others, rendered aid to those who discovered the
fruil of the grain, in connection with both the sow-
ing of the seed and with every agricultural labour
from which mankind profits,

22, Isis, they say, after the death of Osiris lock
a vow never to marry another man, and passed the
remainder of her hfe reigning over the land with
complete respect for the law and surpassing all
sovereigns in benefactions to her subjects, And like
her husband she also, when she passed from among
men, received hmmortal honowrs and was buried near
Memphis, where her shrine is pointed out 1o this day
in the temple-area of Hephaestus. According fo
some writers, however, the bodies of these two gods
rest, not in Memphis, but on the border between
Egvpt and Ethiopia, on the island in the Nile which
lies pear the city which is called Philae? but is

have made it so famous were constructions of the Ptolemies of
the last two centuries 5.¢. and of the Roman emperors of the
first three Christian centuries. Since the height of the Aswan
dam has been increased the temples are complelely submerged
expept during July-Oetober,
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TO%E ufpe:.m E, Bekker, Dindorf.
3 Névove: deletod by Bekker, Dindori,
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referred to becaunse of this burial as the Holy Field.
In proof of this they point to remains which still
survive on this island, both 1o the tomb constructed
for Osirls, which is honoured in common by all the
priests of Egypt, and to the three hundred and sixty
libation bowls which are placed around i) for the
priests appointed over these bowls All them each day
with milk, singing all the while a dirge in which they
call upon the names of these gods. It is for this
reason that travellers are not allowed to set foot on
this island.  And all the inhabitants of the Thebaid,
which is the oldest portion of Egypt, hold #t to be the
strongest oath when & man swears ““ by Osirls whe
Heth in Philae.”

Now the parts of the bedy of Osiris which were
found were honoured with hurial, they say, in the
manner deseribed above, but the privates, accordin
to them, were thrown by Typhon into the Nile
because no one of his accomplices was willing to take
them. Yet Isis thought them as worthy of divine
honours as the other parts, for, fashioning a likeness
of them, she set i wup in the temples, commanded
that it be honoured, and made it the object of the
highest regard and reverence in the rites and saeri-
fices accorded to the god.  Consequently the Greeks
too, inastnuch as they received from Tgypt the cele
brations of the orgles and the festivals connected
with Dionysus, honour this member in both the
mysteries and the initiatory rites and sacrifices of
this god, giving it the name ™ phallus.”*

P, Fouaart (Le Culte de Eronysos en Aftique} maintained
the Egyptian origin of the rites of Dionysus, bat his view waa
strom%v opposed by 1. R. Fernoll (The Cults of the Greck
ity States, B, pp, 174 .3
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23. The number of years from Osiris and Isis,
they say, to the reign of Alexander, who founded
the city which bears his name in Bgypt, is over ten
thousand, but, according io sother writers, a little
less than twenty-three thousand. And these who
say that the god ! was born of Semelé and Zeus in
Boeotian Thebes are, according to the priests, simply
inventing the tale. For they say that Orpheus,
upon visiting Bgypt and participating in the initis-
tion and mysteries of Dionysus, adopted them and
as a favour to the descendants of Cadmus, since he
was kindly disposed to them and received honours
at their hauds, transferred ihe birth of the god to
Thebesy and the common people, partly out of
ignorance and partly out of their desire to have the
god theught to be a Greek, eagerly accepied his
initiatory rites md mysteries, What led Orpheus
to iransfer the birth and rites of the god, they say,
was something like this,

Cadmus, who was a eitizen of Egyptian Thebes,
begat several children, of whom one was Semeld;
she was violated by an wuknown person, becawe
pregnant, and after seven months gave birth to a
child whose appearsuce was such as the Egyptians
hold had been that of Osiris. Now such a child is not
wsually brought into the world alive, either because
it is condrary to the will of the gods or becanse the
law of nature does not adinit of it. But when
Cadmus found out what had taken place, having
at the same time a reply from an oracle commanding
him to observe the laws of his fathers, he both
gﬂded the infwirt aud paid it the appropriate sacri-

ees, on the ground that there had been a sort of

1 Dionysus.
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% i.e., an appearance in the flesh of a deity. (Eg Book 2.
47. 6f., where i iz related that Apolle visited the Hyper.
boreans every nineteen years at the time of the vernal
egninox.
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epiphany ! of Osivis among men,  The fatherhood of
thie child he atiributed to Zeus, in this way magni-
fying Osiris and averting slander from his violated
daughter; and this is the reasoen why the tale was
%iven out among the Greeks to the effect that
memelé, the daughter of Cadmus, was the mother of
Osiris by Zeus. Now at a later time Orpheus, who
was held in high regard among the Greeks for lis
singing, inttiatory rites, and instructions on things
divine, was entertained as 2 guest by the descendants
of Cadmus and accorded unusual honours in Thebes,
And since he had become conversant with the teach-
ings of the Bgyptians about the gods, he transferred
the birth of the ancient Osirds to more recent times,
and, out of regard for the descendants of Cadmus,
instituted a new initiation, in the ritual of which the
initiates were given the account that Dionysus had
been born of Semeld and Zeus. And the people
observed these initiatory rites, partly because they
were deceived through their ignorvance, partly
beeause they were attracted to them by the trust-
worthiness of Orpheus and his reputation in such
matters, and most of all beeause they were glad
to receive the god as a Greck, which, as has been
suid, is what he was considered to be. Later, after
the writers of myths and poets had taken over this
aceount of his ancestry, the theatres became filled
with it and amoeng following generations faith in the
story grew stubborn and immutable.

In general, they say, the Greeks appropriate to
themselves the most renowned of both Egyptian
heroes and gods, and se also the colonies sent out
by them,

24. Heracles, for instance, was by birth an
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* The Pillars of Heracley are deseribed In Book 4. 18, 47,

® Heracles, secording to Greek mythology, was » con-
temporary of Laomedon, the favher of Priam king of Troy,
and with the help of Poseldon built for him the walls of
Troy.
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Bgyptian, whe by virtue of his manly vigour vistted
a iarge part of the inhabited world and set up his
pillar in Libya;! and their proofs of this assertion
they endeavour to draw from the Greeks themselves,
For inasmuch as ¥ s generally accepted that Hera-
cles fought on the side of the Olympian gods in their
war against the Giants, they say that it in no way
accords with the age of the earth for the Giants to
have been born in the period when, as the Grecks
say, Heracles lived, which wuas a generation before
the Trojan War? but rather at the fime, as their
own account gives it, when mankind first appeared
on the earth; for from the latter time to the present
the Egyptians reckon more than ten thousand yeurs,
but from the Trojan Wuar less than twelve hundred.
Likewise, both the elub and the Hon's skin are
appropriate to thelr ancient Heraeles, because in
those days arms had not yet been invented, and
men defended themselves against their enemies with
<lubs of wood and used the hides of animals for
defensive armour. They also designate him as the
son of Zeus, but about the identity of his mother
they say that they know nothing. The son of
Alemené, who was born more than ten thousand
years later and was called Aleaeus ? at bivth, in later
fife became known instead as Heracles, not beeause
he gained glory (kleos) by the aid of Hera, as Matris
says, but beeause, having avowed the same principles
as the ancient Feracles, he inlterited that one’s fame
and name as well

* Alcaeus was the name of the grandiather of Heracles,
The career of Heracles is recounted it Book 4. 8 #

4 The date of Matris, who waa the anthor of an encominm
upon Heracles, is unknown,

I
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The account of the Egyplians agrees also with the
traditfon which has been handed down among the
Greeks since very early times, to the effect ithat
Heracles cleared the earth of wild beasts, a story
which is in no way suitable for a man who lived in
approximately the pericd of the Trojan War, when
most parts of the inhabited world had already been
reclaimed from their wild state by agricelture and
cities and the multitude of men settled everywhere
over the land. Accordingly this reclamation of the
land suits better = man who lived in early thmnes,
when men were still held in subjection by the vast
numbers of wild beasts, a state of affairs which was
especially true inr the case of Eggpt, the upper part
of which is to this day desert and infested with wild
beasts, Indeed it is reasonable to suppose that the
first concern of Heracles was for this country as his
birthplace, and that, after he had cleared the land of
wild beasts, he presented it to the peasants, and for
this benefaction was accorded divine honours. And
they say that Perseus also was born in Hgypt, and
that the origin of Isis is transferred by the Greeks
to Argoes in the myth which tells of that o who was
changed into a heifer.

25. In general, there is great disagreement over
these gods, For the same goddess is called by some
Isis, by others Demeter, by others Thesmophorus,
by others Beleng, by others Hera, while still others
apply te her all these names.  Osiris has been given
the name Sardpis by some, Dionysus by et%:ers,
Pluto by others, Ammon by others, Zeus by some,
and many have considered Pan to be the same god;
and some say that Sarapis is the god whom the
Greeks call Pluto.
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t A reference to the common practice of ineubation, briefly
described below. 'The patients spent the nights in the
temnple-precinets and wers ministered to in thelr sleep by
the god.  An interesting pletire of anch an incubation is in
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As for Isis, the Fgyptians say that she was the
discoverer of many health-giving drugs and was
greatly versed In the science of healing, conse-
quently, now that she has attained immortality, she
finds her greatest delight in the healing of mankind
and gives aid in their sleep ! to these who call upon
her, plainly manifesting both her very presence and
her beneficence towards men who ask her help, In
proof of this, as they say, they advance not legends,
as the Greeks do, but manifest facks; for practically
the entirve inhabited world ? is thelr witness, in that
it eagerly contributes to the honours of Isis becanse
she manifests herself in healings.  Tor standing above
the sick in their sleep she gives them aid for their
diseases and works remarkable cures upon such as
subrnit themselves to her; and many who have been
despaired of by their physicians because of the diffi-
cult nature of their malady are restored to health
by her, while numbers who have altogether lost the
use of their eyes or of some other part of their
body, whenever they turn for help to this goddess,
are restored to their previous condition. Further-
more, she discovered alse the drug which gives im-
mortality, by means of which she net only raised
frorn the dead her son Horus, whe had been the
object of plots on the part of the Titans and had
been found dead under the water, giving him his

Aristoghanes, Plutug, §69 ., where a description Is glven of
how the god of wealth, who because of hin blinduess dis.
tributes his gifts with listle diserimination, is taken to the
temple of Asclepins to be healed.

? TUinder the infuence of the Ptolemies, soon after 300 5.0,
the eult of Inis began to spread over the Mediterranean, and
by the time of Diodorus was in practically every city of any
hnportance,
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soul again, but alse made him hnmortal  And 1%
appears that Horus was the last of the gods to be
king after his father Osiris departed from smong
men, Moreover, they say that the name Horus,
when translated, is Apolio, and that, having been
ingtracted by his mother Isis in both medicine and
divination, he is now a benefactor of the race of
men through his oracular responses and his healings,

26. The priests of the Egyptians, reckoning the

time from the reign of Helius o the crossing of 134

Alexander into Asia, say that it was in rosnd num-
bers twenty-three thousand years. And, as their
fegrends say, the most ancient of the gods ruled more
than twelve hundred years and the later ones not
less than three hundred.  But since this great pum-
ber of years surpasses belief, some men would main-
tain that in early times, before the movement of the
sur had as yet been recognized, it was customary
to reckon the year by the lunar cycle. Consequently,
since the year consisted of thirty days, it was not
impessible that some men lived twelve hundred
years; for in our own time, when our year consists
of twelve months, not a8 few men live over one
hundred years. A similar explanation they also
give regarding those who are supposed to have
reigned for three bundred years; for at their time,
namnely, the year was composed of the four months
which comprise the seasons of each year, that is,
spring, summer, and winter;, and it is for this reason
that among some of the Greeks the years arve called

83
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¥ Vogel suggests that a noun bas dropped out here,
2 wpooBiteotae: Dindovi: »poedélootarn

1 ¥ Records of the seasons.’” This designation for yearly
records was used, for instance, by the inhabitants of the
island of Naxas,
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* seasons ** (horot} and that their yearly records are
given the name " horographs.”*

Fmrthermore, the Egyptians relate in their myths
that in the time of Isis there were certain ereatures
of many bodies, whe are called by the Greeks
Giants,* but by themselves . . ., these being the
men whe are represented on their temples in mon-
strous form and as being cudgelled by Osiris, Now
some say that they were born of the earth at the
time when the genesis of living things from the
carth was still recent,? while some hold that they
were only men of nnusnal physical strength who
achieved many deeds and for this reason were
deseribed in the myths as of many bodies. Bet it
s generally agreed that when they stirred ap war
agamst Zeus and Osiris they were all destroyed.

27, The Egyptians also made a law, they say,
contrary te the general custom of mankind, per-
mitting men to marry their sisters, this being due
to the success attained by Isis in this respect; for
she had married her brother Osirie, and uwpon his
death, having taken a vow never to marry another
man, she both avenged the murder of her husband
and reigned all her days over the land with com-
plete respect for the laws, and, in & word, became
the eause of more and greater blessings to all men
than any other. It is for these reasons, in fact, that
it was ordained that the queen should have greater

2 But the Ghants of Greek mythology were represented
wikth “huge,” not “many,” bodies,

t (p. Genezis 8. 4: “There were giants in the earth in
those days, and alse aHer that, when the sons of God came
in unie the daughters of men, snd they bare children to

them, the same became mighty men, which were of old, men
of renown.”
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power and honour than the king and that among
E:’ivate persons the wife should enjoy anthority over

er husband,* the husbands agreeing in the marriage
contract that they will be obedient in all things to
their wives?

Now I am snol unaware that some historians give
the following account of Isis and Osiris: The tombs
of these gods He in Nysa in Arabia, and for this
resson Dionysus i also called Nysaens,  And in that
place there stands alse a stele of each of the gods
bearing an inseription in hieroglyphs, On the stele
of Isis it runs: “ 1 am Isis, the queen of every land,
she who was insiructed of Flermes, and whatscever
laws I have established, these can no man make

* Op. Bophocles, Oedipus of Colonues, 337 £.;

Their thoughts and actions all
Are framed and modelled on ¥gyptian ways.
¥or there the men it at the loom indoors
‘While the wives slave abroad for daily bread.
{"'r. by Storr, in LOL)

? Here some MBS, add the following senteneea {cp. eritieal
note), which are faken almost bodily from chap, 22, 2-8: " And
they say that Isis is buried in Memphis, whers her fomb s
pointed out to this day in the temple-arca of Hephaestus,
Aceording to some writers, however, the bodies of these gods
frest in Philse on the island in the Nile, as I have already
stated] rest on the border between Ethiopis and Egypt, on
the island in the Nile which Hes near Philas, but is referred to
becnuse of this hurial as the Holy Field,  In proof of this they
point to the fomb which was constrocted for Osizis on this
land sod is honoured in common by all the pricsts of Egypt;
and they mention three bundred and sixty libation bowls
which are placed around ity for the priests appointed over
these bowls fill them esch day with milk, singing all the while
& dirge in which they call upon the names of these gods. It s
for thir reason that only the priests are allowed to set foot on
this island, And all the inhabitants of the Thebaid, which is
the oldest portion of Egypt, bold it to be the strongest oath
when 8 man ewears * by Osiris who eth in Philae
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* According to Pseudo-Hratosthenes (Colasierismus, 33) the
atar on the head of Canis Malor was ¢alled Lsls as weli as Sirkus,

% The Danube. .

$ This may be drawn from the Orphic legends which con-
ceived of the wudeveloped mniverse as & mystic egg, from
which eume Phanes, the first principls of Hfe. ~ Cp. the paredy
of the Orphic cosmogony in Aristophanes, The Birds, 693 f.r

a3

BOOK 1 29 486

void, [ am the cldest daughtier of the youngest god
Crenus; I am the wife and sister of the king Osirls;
I am she who first discovered fruits for mankind; I
am the mother of Horus the king: I am she who
riseth in the star that is in the Constellation of
the Dog;* by me was the city of Bubastus buill.
Farewell, farewell, O Egypt that nurtured me”
And on the siele of Osiris the inscription is said to
ran: 7 My father is Cronus, ihe youngest of all the
gods, and I am Osiris the king, who campaigned
over every country as far as the uninhabited regions
of India and the lands to the north, even io the
sources of the river Ister,? and apain to the remain-
ing parts of the world as fur as Oceanns, I am the
eldest son of Cronus, and being spruag from a fair
and noble e%g & I was begotien a seed of kindred birth
to Day. ‘There is ne region of the inhabited world
te which | have net come, dispensing to all men the
things of which I was the discoverer.” 5o much of
the inscriptions on the stelae can be read, they say,
but the rest of the writing, which was of greater
extent, has been destroyed by time., Heowever this
may be, varying accounts of the burvial of these gods
are found in most wrilers by reason of the fact that
the priests, having received the exact faets about
There was Chaos ab first, and Darkness, and Night,
and Tartares vasty and dismal ;
But the Farth was not there, nor the Sky, nor the Air,
1l % length in the bosom abysmal
Of Darkness an egg, from the whirlwind conceived,
was laid by the sable-plumed Night.
And eut of that egg, as the seasons revolved,
sprang Love, the enfraneing, the bright,
Love brilliant and bold with his pinions of gold,
ike & whiriwind, refulgent and sgric}ing_!
(Tr. by Kogers, in I;.C’.L.}B
9
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these matters as a sceret not to be divslged, are
unwilling to give out the truth to the public, on the
ground that perils overhang any men who disclose
to the commeon erowd the secrel knowledge ahout
these gods,

28. Now the Egyptians say that also after these
events a great number of colonies were spread from
Egypt over all the inhabited world.  To Babylon, for
instance, colonists were led by Belus, who was held
to be the son of Poseidon and Libya ; and after estab-
Hshing himself on: the Fuphrates river he appointed
priests, called Chaldacans by the Babylonians, who
were oxempt from taxation and free from every
kind of service to the siate, as are the priests of
Egypt;* and they also make observations of the
stars, following the example of the Hgyptian priests,
physicists, and asirologers. They say also that those
who set forth with Danaus, likewise from Egypt,
seltled what is practically the oldest city of Greece,
Argos, and that the nation of the Colchi in Pontus
and that of the Jews, which lies between Arabia and
Syria, were founded as colonies by certain emigranis
from their country; and this is the reason why it is
a long-established institution among these iwo
peoples to circurncise their male children, the custom
Laving been brought over from Egypt. FHven the
Aihenians, ihey say, are colonists from Sais in
Bgypt, and they undertake to offer proofs of such a
relationship; for the Athenians are the only Greeks
who call thelr city “ Asty,” a name brought ever
from the city Asty in Egypt. Furthermore, their
body politie ﬁad the same classification and division

1 (bn the sxemption of the priests of E?pt from taxation,
op. chap. 73; on the Chaldaeans, ¢p, Book 2. 20 £,

[*33



DIODORUS OF SICILY

5 Mryv'rr'rfoac, eis rpla pépn &avem;(?eia?r kal
spwrny péy Uwdpfa }uepf,ﬁo; ‘?‘E}US‘ ev'rm"rpa‘éa?
kalovpdvous, ofriwes mr?}‘;xoy év madelg pd-
NoTa &aﬂ?pagfw?ec ral i per}'wmc w}f{:w,usvot
Tiuds wapaTAneies Tols kot Avymr-roy {epedois
Sevrépay 8¢ Tafww wevéoBar Ty Tdy yewuspov
@y spadbyrwy Smha xewrhiofar wal wohepely
burép is wOAews opoiws vols kar Alyvmror
6vo,u,a§’ouévm¢ yewpyols kai vovs payipovs wap-
exo,usyoav renerTaiay &8¢ pepu?a xafapaé?;mﬁnvab
THY TOV 3?7;&:01:97{01} TRY TAS ﬁavawovc ‘Tewii‘
geraxe&p:{opsyaw ki hetTovpylas TeAOTITQY TAS
avayxawra'mc, 'rb TApATAGTION THOVETS THS
Tdtews Talrys wap Azrvawoac.
8 Ieryozf&vat 8¢ kat Taw a}ye,uovmv Tivae Ayyu»
'm*wve wapa Toks Af?:;avazow 'rzw yip Iiemv TOV
':m'repa Meveoféws rob ana’revcmwoc els lpozav
zf)cwepwe Alybmriov tmdpfavra Tuxelv GoTepor
*Adnemar 'rro)u,Taac e wel ﬁamkaac. .
Siguols & avred yeyoviros, Tots wév "Alnvalovs
uh SvvacBar ward viw iblay bmdoraow dwodoiivas
mspl T $pioews TavTns Tas dinfels alrias, év
peags xeb,uévou 'm'ic.rw &ri Svoly mwodireiddy pera~
ayer, I EXrppeaiis ai ,rfa’apﬁapav, Mtfwm évopiafn,
o pév Exor pépos (?npt,ov, 'ro 56 arfpamou,
9. "Opoiws 8 vovry xai Tov Epexféa Myova:
v6 yévos Aiyvmrior dvra Bacineboar vor " Abnvdw,

L ]

boofraes Vogel: dlrves lepomorel

L i ¥ of noble sivea,™
% g.e, * holders of a share of lsnd.”

g2

BOOK 1. 28, 4~20. 1

of the pesple as is found in Egypt, where the citizens
have been divided into three orders: the first
Athenian class consisted of the ™ eupatrids,”? as
they were called, being those who were such as had
received the best education and were held worthy
of the highest honour, as is the case w 1%1“1 the prleséa
of Egypt; the second was that of the ™ geomoret,” ?
who were expected to possess arms and to serve in
defence of the state, like those in Egypt who are
known as husbandmen and supply the warrtors | and
the East class was reckoned to be that of the ™ demi-
urgei,” ¥ who practise the mechanleal arts and
render only the most menial services to the state,
this class among the Egyptians having a similar
fanetion,

Moreover, certain of the rulers of Athens were
griginally Bryptians, they say, Petes,! for instance,
the father of that Menesthens who took part in the
expedition against Troy, having clearly been an
Hgyptian, later obtained citizenship at Athens and
the kingship.® . . . He was of double form, and yet
the Athenians are unable from their own point of
view to give the true explanation of this nature of
his, althongh it is patent to all that it was because
of his double citizenship, Greek and barbarian, that
he was held to be of double form, that is, part
suimal and part man,

28, In the same way, they continne, Frechtheuns
also, who was by birth an Fgyptian, became king of

* i workers for the people,”

¢ Callod Poteus in Ilied 2. 552,

® ‘There i5 8 break af this point in the texi, since what
follows can refer only to Cecrops, the {raditional first king of
Atffens, whose body in the lower part waz that of a serpent.,
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I kal ris BN, Bekker, Vogel : val vl 5y Hertlein, Dindorf,

b The Eumolpidae {* Deneendants of Eumolpus V') and the
a4

BOOK Lk 29 14

Athens, and in proof of this they offer the following
considerations. Once when there was a great
drought, as is generally agreed, which extended
over practically all the inhabited earth except Egypt
becanse of the peculiar character of that country,
and there followed 2 destruction both of crops and
of men in great numbers, Frechiheus, through his
racial conneetion with Egypt, brought from there to
Athens a great supply 0% grain, and in return those
who had enjoyed this aid made their benefactor
king. After he had secured the throne he insti-
tnted the initiatory rites of Demeter in Eleusis and
established the mysteries, transferring their ritual
from Egypt. And the tradition that an advent of
the goddess into Attica also took place at that time
is reasonable, since it was then that the freits which
are named after her were brought to Athens, and
this fs why it was thought that the discovery of the
seed had been made again, as though Demeter had
bestowed the gift. And the Athenians on their
part agree that it was in the reign of Frechtheus,
when a lack of rain had wiped out the crops, that
Demeter came to them with the gift of grain,
Furthermore, the initiatory rites and mysteries of
this goddess were instituted in Elensis at that time.
And their sacrifices as well as their ancient cere-
menies are observed by the Athenians in the same
way as by the Egyptians; for the Fnmelpidae were
derived from the priests of Egypt and the Ceryces
from the pastophorei?  They are also the only Greeks

Ceryoes }“ Beralds 7} were two noble Athenfan families, in
charge of the more Important religious ceremonies of Attion;
the pastophoroi wers those Fgeptisn priests whe carried in
processions small shrines of the gods,
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1, Birt {Das anithe Buchwesen, pp, 1581 1) feels that by
this phrase, which is often used by Thodorus, he referred to his
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BOOK 1. 20, 4-30. 3

who swear by Isis, and they closely resemble the
Egyptians in both their appearance and manners.
By many other statements like these, spoken more
out of a love for glory than with regard for the
truth, as I see the matter, they claim Athens as a
colony of theirs because of the t{zme of that city.

In general, the Egyptians say that their ancestors
sent forth aumercus celonies to many parts of the
iphabited world, by reason of the pre-eminence of
their former kings and their excessive pepulation;
but since they offer no precise proof whatseever for
these statements, and since no historian worthy of
eredence testifies in their support, we have not
thought that their accounts merited recording.

So far as the ideas of the BEgyptians about the
gods are concerned, let what we have said suffice,
since we are siming at due proportion in cur account,!
but with regard to the land, the Nile, and every-
thing else worth hearing about we shall endeaveur,
in each ecase, to give the several facts in summary.

30. The land of Egypt stretches in a general way
from north to seuth, and in natural strength and
beauty of landscape is reputed to excel in no small
degree all other regions that have been formed into
kingdoms. For on the west it is fortified by the
desert of Libya, which is full of wild beasts and
extends along its berder for a long distance, and by
reason of its lack of rain and want of every kind of
food makes the passage through it not only toilsome
but even highly dangerous; while on the south the
same protection is afforded by the cataracts of the
Nile and the mountains flanking them, sinee from

effort to keep the several Books of his history of approxi
mately the same size.
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8ay voTos cuveyels Trelowow, émigeieras wAH-
6 fos Gupov. abrn 3¢ 7o pév Vdwp waTh T
dmipdvetay donpov wowel, Tov 8¢ rije Nippns
Timor avudvi TH yépow xal xara wav adidyves-
Tov, di6 xai wollot vév dyvooitvrev Tiy [5id-
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1 Jor this form, without the A, ses Vopal I Ixxii and
Kallenberg, Texthritik und Sprachgebrauck Diedors, 1. 1.

t The * Cave.dwellers” are located by Diodorus aloug the
Bed Bea as isr nortk as the Greck port of Berenicd, :mg a6
deseribed at length in Book 8. 32 L

2 The word comes from & root meaning © o devour,”” which
siitz the nature of the region, as Diodorus observes below,

o8

BOOK L 30, 3-v

the country of the Trogodytes! and the farthest
parts of Lithiopia, over a distance of five thousand
five hundred stades, it is not easy to sail by the
river or 1o journey by land, unless a man is Sited
out like a king or at least on a very great seale.
And as for the parts of the country facing the cast,
some are fortificd by the river and some are embraced
by a desert and a swampy flat called the Barathra ?
For between Coele-Syria and Egypt there lies a
lake, quite narrow, but marvellously deep and some
two hundred stades in length, which is called Ser-
bonis$ and offers unexpected perils to those who
approach it In ignorance of its nature. For sinee
the body of the water is narrow, like a ribbon, and
surrounded on al] sides by great dunes, when there
are constant south winds great guantities of sand
are strewn over it.  This sand hides the surface of
the water and makes the outline of the lake con-
tinuous with the solid land and entirely indistin-
guishable from it. For this reason many who were
unacquainted with the peculiar nature of the place
have disappeared together with whole armies,t when
they wandered from the beaten road. For as the
sand is walked upon it gives way but gradually,
deceiving with a kind of malevolent cunning those

The famous Barathron, or ¢ Pit,” at Atheng was & cleft west

of the Hili of the Nymphs into which condemned criminals
were flung,

® Cp. Milton, Paradise Lost, 2. 502 8.;

A gulf profound as that Serbonjan bog
Betwixt Damista and Mount Casing old,
Where armies whole have sunk,

16‘ :én instance of the Joss of part of an srmy is given in Book
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t That pard of the Mediterranean Iying of Egypt.
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whe advance wpon if, uatil, sus}lt-ectmg some im-
pending mishap, they begin to help one another
canly when it is no lenger possible to turn back or
escape. For anyone who has been sucked in by the
mive cannot swim, since the shime prevents all move-
ment of the body, nor is he able to wade out, since
he las no solid footing; for by reason of the mixing
of the sand with the water and the consequent
change in the nature of both # comes about that
the place cannot be crassed either on foot or by
boat. Consequently these who enter upon these
regions are borne towards the depths and have
nothing to grasp to give them help, since the sand
along the edge slips in with them, ‘These flats have
recelved a nane appropriate to their nature as we
have described it, being called Barathra,

31, Now that we have set forth the facts about
the three regions which fortify Bgypt by land we
shali add to them the one yel remaining, The
fourth side, which is washed over its whole extent
by waters which are practically harbourless, has for
a defence before it the Egyptian Sea? The voyage
along the coast of this sea is exceedingly long,
and any landing is especially diffieult; for from
aractonium ® in Libya as far as Iopé" in Coele-
Syria, a voyage along tlie coast of some five
vhousand stades, there is not o be found a safe
harbour except Pharest And, apart from these
considerations, a sandbank extends along practically
the whole length of Hgypt, not discernible to any

: ’é“i}e first important oily on the cosst west of Alexandria.

L.

* The istand which Hes before Alexendria and gave s name

to the harbour.
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i Ptolerny Lagus, general of Alexander the Grest, was the
founder of theline of the Ptolemies. He obiained the governor-
ship of Egypt shortly after the death of Alexander in 323 8.0,
gesumed the title of king in 305, and reigned unti} 283,

o2

BOOK 1. 31 3-8

whe approach witheut previous experience of these
waters. Consequently those whe think that they
have escaped the peril of the sea, and in their ignor-
ance turn with gladness towards the shore, suffer
mexpeeted shipwreck when their vessels suddenly
run aground; and now and then mariners who
cannot see land in time because the country lies so
low are cast ashore before they realize it, some of
them on marshy and swampy places and others on a
desert region.

The land of Tgypt, then, is fortified on all sides
by nature in the manzier deseribed, and is oblong
in shape, having & coast-line of two thousand stades
and extending inland about six thousand stades.
In density of pepulation it far surpassed of old all
known regions of the inhabited world, and even
in our own day is thought to be second to none
other; for in ancient times it had over eighteen
theusand important villages and cities, as can be
seen entered in their sacred records, while under
Piolemy son of Lagus! these were reckoned at
over thirty thousand,? thiz great number continuing
down to our own time. The total population, they
say, was of old about seven million and the nusaber

3 Herodotna (2. 197) gives the number of * inhabited citles
in the time of Amasis {3ixth century 2.0.} a8 twenty thousand.
The “over thivky thousand ” of DNodorus may be approxi.
mately oorrsot, whest the * villages ’ are included, although
he may be using the figures given by Theocritus {17, 82 4.),
who was born about 305 B.c. and performed & feat of metrical
juggling of the number 33,333 : ™ The eities builded therein
ave three hundreds and three thousands and three fens of
thousands, and threes twain snd nines three, and in them
the lord and master of allis proud Piolemy ' (tr. Edinonds,
i LO L)
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A MSB. except M read spacceier, which has been
deleted by every eSitor since Dindorf. But U, Wilchen
{Griechische Ostraka aus Agyplen und Nubien, 1., pp, 489£)
follows Ed. Meyer in feeling that rparesfor is & corruption
and wakes a stromg case for webrws, which I have
sdopted.

2 wepiefAnge 3t wal vhoows & abrf xark uiv vhr Aldemiar
Hrnay ve whelovs xal gy edpeyéfy, iy dropafoudiny Mepdny, %
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BOOK 1. 31, 8-32. 4

has remained no less down te our day.?  Itis for this
reason thaf, according te ouwr histerical accounts,
the ancient kings of Egypt built great and marvel-

‘Jous works with the aid of so many hands and left

in them immertal monuments to their glory., But
these matters we shall set forth in detail a little
later; now we shall tell of the nature of the river
and the distinctive features of the country,

32. The Nile flows from south te north, having its
sources in regions which have never been seen,
since they He in the desert at the extremity of
Hthiopia in a country that cannet be approached
because of the excessive heat. Being as it is the
largest of all rivers as well as the ene which traverses
the greatest territory, it forms great windings, now
turning towards the east and Arabia, now bending
back towards the west and libya; for its course
from the mountains of Fthiepia te where it empties
inte the sen is a distance, inclusive of its windings,
of some twelve thousand stades. In s lower
stretches it is more and more reduced in volume,
as the flow is drawn off to the two continents? Of
the streams which thus bresk off from it, those
which furn off into Libya are swallowed up by the

¥ 1, Wilcken {op. critical note) feels thet this sum for the
population of Z’figy{ﬂ‘. sbout the middle of the firet cenbury
B.0. is approximateiy correct. Josephus (Jewish War, 2. 885},
writing a litie more then a century later, gives the population
a8 7,500,006, exclusive of Alexandria. In Bock 37, 52, & Dio.
dorus seys that the “ free inhabitants '’ of that city numbered
over 300,000, :

? The earlier Greek writers made the Nile the dividing line
hetwoen the continents of Asia and Afrioa.

efwows Buoly crabler dov) vd wAidres added by CF from
chep. 33. L
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sand, which Hes there to an incredible depth, while
those which pour in the opposite direction into
Arabia are diverted inte immense fens and large
marshes ! on whose shores dwell many peoples. But
where it enters BEgypt i has a width of ten stades,
sometimes less, and flows, not in a straight course,
but in windings of every sort; for it twists pow
towards the east, now towards the west, and at
times even towards the south, turning entirely bach
upon itgelf, For sharp hills extend along both sides
of the river, which oceupy much of the land border-
ing wpon it and are cut throngh by precipitous
ravines, in which are narvow defiles; and when &
comes to these hills the stream rushes rapidly back-
ward through the level country® and after being
borne southward over an area aiy considerable extent
resnmes once more its natural course.

Distinguished as 1t is.in these respects above all
other streams, the Nile is also the only river which
makes its way withent vielence or onrushing waves,
except at the cataracts, as they are cafled, This is
a place which is enly abont ten stades in length, bat
has a steep descent and is shut in by precipices so
as o form & narrow cleft, rugged in its entire length
and ravine-like, full, moreover, of huge boulders
which stand out of the water like peaks. And since
the river is split about these boulders with great
force and iz often turned back so that it rushes in
the epposite direction because of the obstacles,
remarkable whirlpools are formed ; the middie space,
moreover, for Hz entire length is filled with foam

1 Herodotus (2. 32} speaks of ““large marshes™ on the
upper courge of the Nile.
i.. the valley which lies between the hills,

e
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made by the backward rush of the water, and strikes
those who approach it with great terrer. And, in
fact, the desceni of the river is so swift and violent
that it appears to the eye like the very rush of an
arrow, During the flood-time of the Nile, when the
peaked rocks arve covered and the entire rapids are
hidden by the large volume of the water, some men
descend the cataract when they find the winds
against them,? but no man can make his way up i,
since tle foree of the river overcomes every human
device. Now there are still other cataracts of this
nature, but the largest is the one on the border
between Fthiopia and Egypt.

33. The Nile also embraces islands within its
waters, of which there are many in Ethiopiz and
one of considerable extent called Mero#, on which
there alse Hes a famous city bearing the same name
as the island, which was founded by Cambyses and
named by lim after his mother Mero&. This island,
they say, lias the shape of a long shield and in size
far surpasses the other islands in these partsy for
they state that it is three thousand stades long and
a thonsand wide. It also. contains not a few cities,
the most famous of which s Mero#. Extending
the entire length of the iland where it is washed
by the river there are, on the side towards Libya,
dunes containing an infinite amount of sand, and, on
the side towards Arabia, rugged diffs. There are
aiso to be found in #t mines of gold, silver, iron, and
copper, and it contains in addition mnch ebony and

i f.e. and so are able o check their speed by using the sails.
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every kind of precious stone. Speaking generally,
the river forms so many islands that the report of
them ean scarcely be eredited, for, apart from the
regions surrounded by water in what i called the
Delta, there are more than seven huadred other
islands, of which some are irrigated by the Ethiopians
and piantec} with millet, though others are so overrun
by ¢nakes and dog-faced baboons ¥ and other animals
of every kind that human beings cannot set foot
gpen them,

Now where the Nile in its course through Egypt
divides into several streams it forms the region
which is called from Hs shape the Delta. The
twe sides of the Delta are described by the outer-
most branches, while its base is formed by the
sea which receives the discharge from the several
eutlets of the river. It empties into the sea in
seven mouths, of which the first, beginning at the
east, is called the Pelusiae, the second the Tanitie,
then the Mendestan, Phatuitic, and Sebennytie, then
the Belbitine, and finally the Canopic, which is
called by some the Heracleotic. There are also
ather mouths, built by the hand of man, about which
there is no special need o write. At each mouth
is & walled eity, which is divided into two parts by
the river and provided on each side of the month
with pontoon bridges and guard-houses at suitable
points. From the Pelusinc mouth there is an arth-
fiedal canal to the Arabian Guif and the Red Hea.
The first to undertake the construction of this was
Necho the son of Psammetichns, and after him
Paring the Persian made progress with the work for

1 These are described in Book 3, 25,
III
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a time but finally left it unfinished;? for he was
informed by certain persons that if he dug through
the neck of land he would be responsible for the
submergence of Egypt, for they pointed out 6 him
that the Red Sea was higher than Fgypt? At a

later time the second Prolemy completed it and in 2so-240

the most suitable spot constructed an ingenious
kind of & lock. This he opened, whenever he wished
to pass through, and quickly closed again, & con-
trivance which usage proved to be highly successful.
The river which flows through this canal is named
Ptolemy, after the builder of it, and has at its mouth
the city called Arsinod.

34, The Delta is much like Sicily in shape, and
its sides are each seven hundred and fifty stades
long and its base, where it is washed by the sea,
thirteen hundred stades. This island is intersected
by many artificial canals and includes the fairest
land in Ygypt. For since it is alluvial soil and well
watered, # produces many crops of every kind,
inasmuch as the river by its annual rise regularly
deposits on it fresh slime, and the inhabitants easily
irigate its whole area by means of a contrivance

the Nile & little sbove Bubastiy, followed the Wadi Tamilas
to bhe Bitter Lukes, and then turned south, along the course of
the present canal, to the Hed Sea. Its construction has been
placed an far baek as the 10th and even the 12th Dynasty. At
any rate, it was again putin operation by Darjus, asis clear from
theinscription on the beat. preserved of the fivestelae discovered:
“Iama Persian. From Persia Yenptured Kgypt. I commuanded
thiv canal to be built from the Nile, which fows in Kgypt, to
the Bes which comes from Persia. So was this canal builé,
as T had commanded, and ships passed from Bgypt through
this canal to Peraia, 28 was my purpose *’ (translation in B. W,
Rogers, History of Ancient Persia, p. 120).  Remains show that
it was nbout 150 feet wide and 18 to 17 feet deep.

513
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which was invented by Archimedes of Syracuse and
is called, after its shape, & serew.!

Since the Nile has a gentle current, carries down
a great quantity of ali kinds of earth, and, further-
more, gathers in stagnant pools in low places,
marshes are formed which abound in every kind of
plant. For tubers of every flavour grow in them
and frults and vegetables which grow on stalks,
of a nature peculiar to the country, supplying an
abundanee sufficient te render the poor and the sick
among the inhabitanis selif-sustaining, For not only
do they afford a vaned diet, ready at hand and
sbundant for ail who need it, but they alse furnizh
not a few of the other things which contribute to
the necessities of life; the lotus, for instance, grows
in great profusion, and from it the Egyptians make
a bread which is able to satisfy the physical needs
of the body, and the ciborium, which is found in great
abundance, bears what is called the ' BEgyptian "
bean.? 'There are also many kinds of trees, of which
that called perses,® which was introduced from
Tithiopia by the Perstans when Cambyses congnered
these regions, has an unusually sweet fruit, while
of the fig-mulberry 4 trees one kind bears the black
malberry and another a fruit resembling the fig,
and since the latier {)rudzzce.s throughont almost the
whele year, the result is that the poor have a ready
source to furn to in their need. The firuit ealled
the blackberry is picked at the time the river i

tarned withis a wooden shaft, Tt was worked by man-power
and did not raise the water so high as did the waber whesl.

% The Nelumbium speciosum; eop. Theophrastus, Enguiry
inie Plants, 4. 8. 7T {tr. by Hort in L.O. L;l

# The Aimusops Schdmperi; e¢p. Theophrastuy, id. 4. 2. B,

¢ The Ficus Sycamorus; op. Theophrastus, id. 6. 6. 4.
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receding and by reason of its natural sweetness is
eaten as a dessert. The Egyptians also make a
drink out of barley which they call syfhes, the bou-
quet of which is not much inferior te that of wine.
Into their lamps they pour for lighting purposes,
not the oil of the olive, but a kind whiel: is extracted
from a plant and called kiki* Many other plants,
capable of supplying men with the necessities of
iife, grow in Bgypt in great abundance, but it would
be a long task to tell about them,

35. As for animals, the Nile breeds maay of
peculiar form, and two widch surpass the others,
the crocodile and what is called the “ horse.” 2 Of
these animals the erocodile grows to be the largest
from the smallest beginning, since this animsl lays
eggs aboni the size of those of a goose, but after
the young is hatched it grows to be as long as six~
teen cubits. It is as long-lived as man, and has ne
tongne. The body of the animal is wondrously
protected by nature; for H#s skin is covered ali over
with scales and is remarkably hard, and there are
many teeth in both jaws, two being tusks, muel
larger than the rest. It devours the flesh not only
of men but also of any land animal which approaches
the river, The bites which it makes are huge and
severe and it lacerates terribly with its claws, and
whatever part of the flesh it tears #t renders alto-
gether diffieult to lieal.  In early times the Egyptians
used io catch these beasts with lLiooks baited with

1 Castor-oil,

2 Called by the Greeks also Atppopotamos, “ horse of the
river,”” and '’ horse of the Nile”’

Iy
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the flesh of pigs, bul since then they have hunted
them sometimes with heavy nets, as they cateh
some kinds of fish, and sometimes from their boats
with iron spears which they strike repeatedly into
the head. The multitude of them in the river and
the adjacent marshes is beyond telling, since they
are prelific and are seldom slain by the inhabitants,
for it is the custom of most of the natives of Fgypt
to worship the erocodile as a god, while for foreigners
there is no profit whatsoever in the hunting of them
since their flesh is not edible, But against this
muititnde’s incressing and menacing the inhabitants
nature has devised a great help; for the animal
ealled the ichneumon, which is abont the size of a
small dog, goes sbout breaking the eggs of the
erecodiles, since the animal lays them on the banks
of the river, and—what is most astonishing of all
withont eating them or profiting in any way if con-
tinually performs a service which, in a seunse, has
beer: preseribed by nature and forced upon the
animal for the benefit of men

The animal called the “ horse ” s not less than
five cubits high, and is four-footed and cloven-hoofed
like the ox; it has tnsks larger than those of the wild
boar, three on each side, and ears and tail and a
ery somewhat like those of the horse; but the trunk
of its body, as a whole, is not unlike that of the
elephant, and its skin is the tonghest of almost any
beast’s. Being a river and land animal, it spends
the day in the streams exercising in the deep water,
while at night it forages about the countryside on
the grain and hay, so that, if this animal were

% 3¢ Dindorf « ydp.
1ig



16

11

DHODORUS OF SBICILY

TobTo 'ro {wov xal kat evmv-mv eruc-rsv, e/\m
paiver dv o/\oaxepwq Tds 'yemprymc Tay wat
Atfyv'rr-mv drforerat 8¢ xal Tovro Folvxespm
'm;u ww*rowmv -mm cu&ypo.:s‘ ap,Bolwm' dmou
ko dv ¢am}, cvvdyovay éw abTé -rrlom, .m.-,
'zrcpm“-mu-réq rcaravpavp.ané‘oumv wawep Ti6t
xowewm dart cu&;pm aryrcw-rpow, m? évi v
e;mrwyewwv évdmrrovres a%xas- o*-m':r'rrwaq acﬁuam,
,uexp& &u &rov waparvlf fyevo,u,suov EEarpiov,
‘rnu wiv oby adpra oxinpav €xer rat Sdomemwroy,
iy 8 &vrocber obdév é8wdipov, oifve o“'rrhayxvov
ottt e'yzcm?u,ozf.

36. mets‘ 8¢ Tiw ezp*rmsva 87}9&&)&' o Nethos
exe.: rarTole 'yew} sx(?vwv xai xo:-ra 7o wlq&ov
dmieTar rois yap e-yxmpwas' ol povoy éx Thdv
-zrpaarc;mnnq a?\.w;m,u.ezfmv -zmpexe-rm Sarinh ‘m:f
awohau:rw, aMAG xal wApbes els 'mpaxe.:azf
dvineiy amxlem‘my, xafdrov B¢ -rcu? els a,})w
9pmmws- elepyeaiag vwepﬁahlea vrav*av oS
xara ‘mv oirwv,u.evmf HOTRUOUS. 'rm pp -zrb;pw-
gews THY apxr}v amd 9epwwv 'rpmrwv -n*ova.svos‘
augerm psn p,expa Tis .-,o“npepms- -rr,zs‘ pe‘rowwpmm,
e'zrwywv & asi véap thiv 3pexea *rq:f iy o;wr.ms-
iy Té ap'm:f xal o*-zropap.o:f xal gbv'rwm,u.av
-morawo:f xpouov doov dv o.: EWPYOTYTES 'r'qu
pra:f éBerdowar,  Tob wap vﬁa?os‘ 'n"paewq
;};spopwov paSqu dmorpémoveiy avTow pwpoaq
Y@pacs, Kl mwalw éwayoucnv elyepids ralre
Sm.:povu'rm, aray 305}7} crv;uf;epma: rco:{?o?\.av &é
*roc"am-nv Tols pév eprqu suxomav 'rrapexe-m;,
rois & avﬁpwwmq lvaa-rekemv, daore Tous piv
whelaTous TV qewpydy Tols dvafnparopévors

¥20

BOOK 1. 3x. ¢-36. 4

prolific and reproduced each year, it would entirely
destroy the farms of Egypt. But even it is canght by
the united work of many men who strike it with iron
spears; for whenever it appears they converge their
boats upen it, and gathcnn% about # wound it
repeatedly with a kind of chise]l fitted with iron
barbs,® and then, fastening the end of a rope of tow
to one of them which has become imbedded in the
animal, they iet it go until it dies from less of blood.
Its meat is tough and hard to digest and none of
its inward parts is-edible, neither the viscera® nor
the intestines,

36. Heside the beasts above mentioned the Nile
contains every variety of fish and in numbers beyond
belief; for it supplies the natives not only with
abundant subsistence from the fish freshly canght,
but it also yields an unfailing mubtitude for salting.
Speaking generally, we may say that the Nie
surpasses ali the rivers of the inhabited world in
its benefactions to mankind For, beginning to
pise at the summer solstice, it Increases in volume
unti! the antumnal equinox, and, since it iz bring-
ing down fresh mud ali the time, it sosks both
the fallow land and the seed land as well as the
orchard land for so long a time as the farmers
may wish. For since the water comes with 4 gentle
flow, they easily divert the river from their fields
by small dams of earth, and then, by cutting these,
as easily let the river in again upen the land when-
ever they think this to be advantageous. And in
general the Nile contributes so greatly to the lighten-
ing of labonr as well as to the profit of the inhabi-
tants, that the majority of the farmers, as they

* i.¢ & harpoon. ? {8, the heart, liver, lungys, kidneys,
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BOOK 1. 6. 4-8

begin work upon the areas of the land which are
becoming dry, merely scatter their seed, turn their
herds and flocks in on the fields, and after they have
used these for trampling the seed in return after
four or five months to harvest it;' while some,
applying light ploughs to the land, turp over no
mere than the surface of the soil after its wetting
and then gather great heaps of grain without much
expense or exertion. For, generally speaking, eve
kind of field labour among other peoples ent&fﬁ;
great expense and fofl, but among the Egyptians
alone is the harvest gathered in with very slight
outlay of money and labour. Alse the land planted
with the vine, being irrigated as are the other fields,
yields an abundant supply of wine to the natives.
And those whe allow the land, after it has heen
inundated, to He unenltivated and give it over to
the flocks to graze upon, are rewarded with flocks
which, because of the rich pasturage, lamb {wice
and are twice shorn every year?

The rise of the Nile is a phenomenon which
appears wonderful enongh to those who have wit-
nessed it, but to those who have only heard of i,
quite incredible. For while all other rivers begin
to fail at the summer solstice and grow steadily lower
and lower during the course of the following summer,
this one alone begins to rise at that time and in-
creases so greatly in volume day by day that it
finally overis;;ws practically all Egypt. And in like
manner it afterwards follows precisely the opposite

* A monument of the Old Kingdom represents sheep
treading in theseed {the reproduction appears in J. H. Breasted,
4 History of E:;gy;pt, p. 92

B Cp. the Odyssey 4. 86,
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BOOK 1. 36, 812

course and for an equal length of time graduaily
falls each day, until it has returned to its former
level. And since the land is a level plain, while the
cities and villages, as well as the farm-houses, lie
on artificial mounds, the scene comes to resemble
the Cyclades Islandst The wild land animals for
the larger part are cut off by the river and perish in
its waters, but a few cseape by fleeing to higher
ground; the herds and flocks, however, are 1nain-
tained at the time of the flood in the villages and
fazn:-houses, where fodder is stored up for them in
advance. The masses of the people, being relieved
of their labonrs during the entire time of the in-
undation, ture to vecreation, feasting all the while
and enjoying without hindrance every device of
pleasure.  And because of the anxiety oceasioned
by the rise of the river the kings have constructed
a Nilometer® at Memphis, where those who are
charged with the administration of it accurately
measure the rise and despatch messages io the
cities, and inform them: exactly how many cubits or
fingers the river has risen and when it has commenced
to fall. In this manner the entire nation, when it
has learned ihat the river has ceased rising and
begun to fall, is relieved of its anxiety, while at the
same time all immediately know in advanee how
large the next harvest will be, since the Lgyptians
irave kept an accurate record of their observations
of this kind over a long period of terms,

1 These aze smallislands, sote of whick * ¢luster®’ (a3 the
pame signifies} abowt the island of Delos,

? The Nilometer {Déodorus calls it in fact a © Niloscope*")
ie deseribed by Strabo {17, 1. 48) as & well on the bank ogethe
Nile with lines on the wall {0 indicate the stage of the river
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BOCK I 37, 1z

37. Since there is great difficulty in explaining
the swelling of the river, many philosophers and
historians have undertaken to set forth the causes
of it} regarding this we shall speak sammarily, in
order that we may neither make our digression too
jong nor fail to record that which all men are curious
to know. Tor on the general subject of the rise of
the Nile and is sources, as well as on the manner
in which it reaches the sea and the other points in
which this, the largest river of the inhabited world,
differs from all others, some historians have actually
not ventured to say a single word, although wont
now and then to expatiate at length on some winter
torrent or other, while others have undertaken o
speak on these points of inquiry, but have strayed
far from the truth. Hellanicus and Cadmas, for
instance, as well as Heecataeus and all the writers
fike them, belanging as they do one and ali to the
early school! turned to the answers offered by the
myths; Herodotus, who was a curlous Inquirer if
ever a man was, and widely acquainted with history,
undertook, it is true, to give an explanation of the
matter, but s now found to have Fo%lowed contra-
dictory guesses; Xenophon and Thueydides, who
are praised for the accuracy of their histories, com-
pietely refrained in their writings from any mention
of the regions about Fgypt; and FEphorus and
Theopompus, who of all writers paid mest atiention
{0 these matters, hit upon the truth the least. The
characteristion of the group were inferest in mythology and
tnck of criticism. Hellanicus of Mitylene died scon after
408 B0 ; the historical character of Cadmus of Miletus %I
sixih century 8.0.) in questioned by Schid. Stahlin (Geachichte
der gricchiachen Lateralur, U pp. 881 L), Heoataeus of Miletus
visiied Egypt before 526 8.0, and died soon after 434 B.o,
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BCOOK L 37. 47

error on the part of all these writers was dne, not
to their negligence, but to the peculiar character of
the couniry. ¥For from earliest times until Prolemy
who was called Philadelphus! not only did no
CGreeks ever cress over into Fihiopia, but none
ascended even as far as the boundaries of Egypt—to
such an extent were all these regions inhespitable to
foreigners and altogether dangercus; but after this
king had made an expedition into Fthiopia with an
army of Greeks, being the first to do so, the facts
about that country from that time forth have been
more sceurately learned,

Such, then, were the reasons for the ignorance of
the earlier historians; and as for the sources of the
Nile and the region where the stream arises, not a
man, down to the time of the writing of this history,
has ever affirmed that he has seen them, or reported
from hearsay an account received frem any whe
have maintained that they have seen them. The
question, therefore, resolves itself inte a matter of
guesswork and plausible conjecturey and when, for
instance, the priests of Egvpt assert that the Nile
has its origin in the ocean which surrounds the
inhabited world, there is nothing sound in what they
say, and they are merely solving one perplexity by
substituting another, and advanciag as proef an
explanation which itself stands much in need of proof.

586 n 1 and L pp. 370 1) established a cult of himeslf aa
rialer and of his mister-wife and consort as theos adelphoi
{** Brother.Biater Gods ") The epithet phifadelphos (¢ sister.
loving **) was pever borne by Prolemy I during his Hfetime;
to his contemporaries he was known as  Plolemy the son
of Piolemy®® {ep, B. R, Bevan, 4 History of Egypt under
the Plolemaic Dymasty, p. 56, snd Ferguson in Cambridys
Anciend History, 7, p. YL -
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BOOX I 37. y-11

On the olher hand, those Trogodyles,t known as the
Bolgii, who migrated from the interior because of
the heat, say that there are certain phenomena
connected with those regions, from which a man
rright reason that the bedy of the Nile is gathered
from many sources which converge upon 2 single
place, and that this is the reason for s being the
most fertile of all known rivers, But the inhabi.
lants of the country about the island called Merod,
with whom a man would be most likely to agree,
since they are far removed from the art of finding
reasons in accordance with what is plausible and dwell
nearest the regions under discussion, are se far from
saying anything accurate about these problems that
they even call the river Astapus, which means, when
translated into Greek, * Water from Darkness.”

This people, then, have given the Nile a name
which accords with the want of any first-hand infor-
mation about those regions and with their own
ignorance of them; but in our opinion the explana-
tion neavest the truth is the one which is farthest
from pure assumption. I am not unaware that
Herodotus,® when distinguishing between the Libya
which lies to the east and that which les io the
west of this river, attributes to the Libyans known
as the Nasamones the exact observation of the
siream, and says that the Nile rises in 2 certain lake
and then flows through the land of Fthiopia for a
distance beyond telling; and yet assuredly no hasty
assent should be given to the statements either of
Libyans, even though they may have spoken truth-
fully, or of the historian wien what he says does not
admit of proof.

1Cpp 98,0 i, . * Book 2. 32,
137
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BOOK 1. 38 1-6

38. Now that we have discussed the sources and
course of the Nile we shall endeavour to set forth
the eauses of its swelling, Thales, who is called one
of the seven wise men, says that when the etesian
winds ! blow against the mouths of the river they
hinder the flow of the water into the sea, and that
this is the reason why it rises and overflows Egypt,
which is low and a level plain,  But this explanation,
yiauszble as it appears, may easily be shown to be
alse. For if what he said were true, all the rivers
whose mouths face the etegian winds would rise in
a similar way; but since this is the case nowhere in
the inhabited world the true cause of the swelling
mausi be sought elsewhere. Anaxagoras the physical
philesopher %as declared that the cause of the rising
is the melting snow in Hthiopia, and the poet
Earipides, a pupil of his, is in agreement with him,
At least he writes:?

He quit Nile's walers, fairest that gush from earth,

The Nile which, drawn from Ethiop land, the
black

Man’s home, fows with full food when melis the
STIOW,

But the fact is that this statement also requires
but a brief refutation, since # i clear to everyone
that the excessive heat makes it impossible that
any snow should fall in Ethiopia; for, speaking
generally, in those regions there is no frost or cold
or any sign whatsoever of winter, and this is especially
true at the time of the rising of the Nile. And even

the term is not a precise one, as Dicdores shows in the following
chapter
2 Frg 228, Nauck?®
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if a man should admit the existence of great quanti-
ties of snow In the reglons beyond Fthiopia, the
falsity of the statement is still shown by this fact:
every river which flows oul of snow gives out ool
breezes, as is generally agreed, and thickens the
air about it; but the Nile is the only river about
which no clouds form, and where no cool breewmes
rise and the air is not thickened.

Herodotus ! says that the size of the Nile at its
swelling i its natural one, but that as the sun travels
over Libya in the winter it draws up to Hself fom
the Nile a great amount of moisture, and this is the
reason why at that seasen the river becomes smaller
than its natural size ; but at the beginning of summer,
when the sun turns back in its course towards the
north, it dries out and thus reduces the level of both
the rivers of Greece and those of every other land
whase geographical position is like that of Greece?
Consequently there is no cceasion for surprise, he says,
in the phenomenon of the Nile; for, as a matter of
fact, it does not increase in volume in the hot season
and then fall in the winter, for the reasen just given.
Now the answer to be made to this explanation also
is that # would follow that, if the sun drew moisiure
to itself from the Nile in the winter, it would aleo
take some moisture from all the other rivers of
Libya and reduce the flow of their waters. But
since nowhere in Libya is anything like this to be
seen izking place, #t is clear that the historian is
caught inventing an explanation; for the fact i
that the rivers of (Greece increase in winter, not

} Book 4. 25.
% 4. in the north Istitude,
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because the sun is farther away, but by reason of
the enormous rainfall

3%, Pemocritus of Abderal says that it is not the
regions of the south that are covered with snow, as
Euripides and Anaxagoras have asserted, but only
those of the north, and that this is evident to every-
one. The great quantities of heaped-up snow in
the northern regions still remain froren until about
the time of the winter solstice, but when in summer
its solid masses are broken up by the heat, a great
melting sets up, and this brings about the formation
of many thick clouds in the higher altitudes, since
the vapour rises upwards in large quantities. These
clouds are then driven by the etesian winds until
they strike the highest 1mountains in the whole
earth, which, he says, are those of Ethiopia: then
by their violent impact upon these peaks, lofty as
they are, they cause torrential rains which swell
the river, to the greatest extent at the season of
the eteslan winds., But it is easy for anyone to refute
this explapation also, if he will but note with pre-
cision the time when the increase of the river takes
place; for the Nile begins to swell at the summer
solstice, when the etesian winds are not yet blow-
ing, and commences to fall after the autumnal
equinox, when the same winds have long since ceased.
Whenever, therefore, the precise knowledge derived
from experience prevails over the plausibility of
mere argumentation, while we should recognize the
man's ingenuity, yet no credence should be given
to his statements. Indeed, I pass over the further
fact that the etestan winds can be seen io blow just

! Democritus was & contemporary of Bocrates and the

first Greek who attempted to embrace in his writings all the
hrrowledge of his time, :
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as much from the west as from the north; since
Borean and Aparctian? winds are not the only winds
which are called etesian, but also the Argestean,
which blow from the direction of the sun’s surnmer
setting.?  Also the statement that by general agree-
ment the highest mountains are those of Fthiopia
is not only advanced without any proof, but it does
net pessess, either, the credibility which is accorded
to facts established by observation.?

Ephorus, who presents the most recent explana-
tior, endeavours to adduce a plausible argument,
but, as may be seen, by no nieans arrives at the
truth, For he says that all Egypt, being alluvial
soil and spongy,* and in nature like pamice-stone, is
full of large and continuous cracks, through which
it takes ap a great amount of water; this it retains
within itself during the winter season, but in the
summer season it pours this out from itself every-
where Hke sweat, as i were, and by means of this
exudation it canses the flood of the river. But this
historian, as it appears to us, has not enly never
personally observed the nature of the country in
Fgypt, but has not even inguired with any care
about it of those whe are acguainted with the char-
acter of this land  For in the first place, if the
Nile derived its increase from Fgypt itself, it would
then not experience a flood in s upper sireiches,
where it Hows through u stony and solid country,
yet, as & matter of fact, it floods while flowing over
2 comxse of more than six thousand stades through

* fe thers ia no evidence from witnesses that they appear
to be exceedingly high,
* The werds mean Hterally “ poured ont by & river” and
“gaping”
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Tithiopia before ever it touches Hgypt  Secondly,
if the stream of the Nile were, on the one hand,
lower than the rifts in the alluvial soil, the cracks
would then be on the surface and so great an amount
of water could not possibly remain in them; and if,
on the other hand, the river occupied a higher level
than the rifts, there could not possibly be a flow of
water from the lower hollows to the higher surface.

In general, can any man think i possible thai the
exudations from rifts in the ground should produce
so greal an increase in the waters of the river that
practically all Bgypt is inundated by it! Ter I
pass over the false statements of Ephorus about the
ground being alluvial and the water being stored
up in the rifts, since the refutation of them is mani-
fest. For instance, the Meander siver in Asia has
laid down a great amount of alluvial land, yet
not a single one of the phenomena attending the
looding of the Nile is to be seen in its case., And ke
the Meander the river in Acarnania known as the
Acheloils, and the Cephisus in Boeotia, which flows
out of Phoeig, have built up aot a little land, and in
the case of both there is elear proof that the his-
torian’s statemenis are erroneous. However, under
no circumstances weunld any man look for strict
aveuracy in Pphorus, when he sees that in many
matters he has paid little regard to the truth,

40. Certain of the wise men in Memphis have
undertaken to advance an explanation of the foad-
ing, which is incapable of disproof rather than
credible, and yet it is accepted by many. They
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divide the earth into three parts, and say that one
part is that which forms our inhabited world, that
the second is exactly opposzed to these regions in its
seasons, and that the third lies between these two
but is unirhabited by reason of the heat! Now if
the Nile rose in the winter, it would be clear that
i was recelving Hs additional waters from our zone
because of the heavy rains which fall with us in that
season especially; but sinee, on the contravy, its
flood oceurs in the summer, it i probable that in
the regions opposite to us the winter storms are
being produced and that the surplus waters of those
digtant regions flow into our inhabited world  And
it is for this reason that no man can journey to the
sources of the Nile, because the river flows from tle
opposite gone through the uninhabited one. A
further witness to this is the excessive sweetness of
the water of the Nile, for in the course of tle river
through the torrid zone ¥ is tempered by the heat,
and that is the reazon for Hs being the sweetest of
s}l rivers, inasmuch as by the law of nature that
which is fiery always sweetens?® what is wet

But this explanation admits of an obvious rebuttal,
for phinly it is quite impossible for a river to fow
uphill inte our inhabited world from tlie inhabited
world opposite o ours, especially i ene holds to

! {.a, they postulated & south temperate zone, correspond.
ing to the north temperste, and separsted from it by the
torrid zoene.  The Nile, according to them, rose in the wouth
temperate zone. They were not in fact so {ar astray in the
matier, the White Nife rising just a liftie south of the equator,
sithouph the waters of the annual inundation come from
the Blre Nile, which has ite sources in the table-land of Abys.
pinis

# f.a., water is freshened {* sweetened 7} by being heated.
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the theory that the earth is shaped like a sphere.
And indeed, if any man makes bold to do violence,
by means of mere words, to facts established by
ohservation, Nature at least will in no wise yield to
him. ¥Tor, in general, snch men think thai, by
introducing a proposition incapable of being dis-
proved and placing the uninhabited region between
the two inhabited ones, they will in this way avoid
all precise refutations of their argument; but the
proper course for such as take a firm position en any
matter is either to adduce the observed facts as
evidence or ie find their proofs in statements which
have been agreed upon at the outset. But how can
the Nile be the ouly river which flows from that
inhabited world to our parts? For it is reasonable
to suppose that other rivers as well are to be found
there, just as there are many among us. More-
over, the cause which they advance for the sweet.
ness of the water Is altogether absurd.  For if the
river were sweetened by being tempered by the
heat, it would not be so productive as it is of life, -
nor contain so many kinds of fishes and animals;
for all water upon being changed by the ficry clement
is quite incapable of generating life. Therefore,
since by the ¢ tempering ” process which they fmro-
duce they entirely change the real nature of the
Nile, the causes which they advance for its flooding
must be considered false.

41. Oenopides of Chios ! says that in the summer
the walers under the earth are cold, bui in the
winter, on the coptrary, warm; and that this may
be clearly observed in deep wells, for in midwinter
their water is least cold, while in the hottest weather
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the coldest water is drawn up from them. Conse-
guently it is reasonable that the Nile should be
small and should diminish in the winter, since the
heat in the earth consumes the larger part of the
moisture and there are no rains in Fgypt; while
in the summer, since there is ne longer any con-
sumption of the moisture down in the depths of the
carth, the natural Sow of the river is increased with-
out hindrance, But the answer to be given o this
explanation also is that there are many rivers in
Libya, whose mouths are situated ke those of the
Nile and whose courses are much the same, and yet
they de not rige in the same manner as the Mile;
on the contrary, flooding as they do in the winter
and receding in the summer, they refute the false
statement of any man whe tries to overcome the
trath with specious arguments. _

The nearest approach to the truth has been made
by Agatharchides of Caidns,? His explanation is as
follows: Every year continnous rains fall in the
mountains of 1%thiopia from the summer solstice to
the antumnal equinox; and so it is entirely reason-
able that the Nile should diminish in the winter
when it derives its natural supply of water solely
frem. its sourees, but should increase its volume in
the summer on account of the rains which pour
into it And just becanse ne one up io this time
has been able to set forth the causes of the origin
of the flood waters, it is not proper, he urges, that
his personal explanation be rejected; for nature
presents many contradictory phenomena, the exact
causes of which are beyond the power of manking

U Agatharchides was s historlan and geographer of the
second century #.6.
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o discover.  As to lis own statement, he adds, testi-
mony to its truth is furnished by what takes place in
certainregions of Asia.  For onthe borders of Seythia
which abut upon the Caucasus monntains, annually,
after the winter is over, exceptionally heavy snow-
storms occur over many consccutive days; in the
nerthern parts of India at certain seasons hallstenes
come beating down which in size and quantity
surpass belief; about the Hydaspes river continnons
rains fall at the opening of summer; and in Ethiopia,
likewise, the same thing occeurs some days later, this
climatical condition, In its regular rcenrrence, always
causing storms in the neighbouring regions. And
so, he argues, it is nothing surprising if in Ethiopia
as well, which lics above Egypt, continuous rains in
the monntains, beating down during the sammer,
swell tlre river, especlally since the plain fact itself
is witnessed to by the barbarians who inhabit those
regions. And if what has been said s of a nature
opposite to what occurs among us, it shonid not be
disbelicved on that scorc; for the south wind, for
example, with ns is accomparied by stormy weather,
but in Ethiopia by <lear skies, and in Hurope the
north winds are violent, but in that land they are
gentle and light.

With regard, then, to the flooding of the Nile,
though we are able to answer with more varied
argurents all who have offered explanations of it,
we shall rest content with what has been sald, in
order that we way noi overstep the principle of
brevity which we resolved upon at the beginning.
And since we have divided this Book into two paris

b wal warrehds dofeverr added by D,
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beeause of its length, inasmuch as we are aiming at
due proportion in our account,! at this point we
shall close the first portion of our history, and in the
second we shall set forth the facts in the history of
Egypt which come next in order, beginning with the
accouni of the former kings of Bgypt and of the
earliest manner of life among the Egyptians,

+Cp.p. 96,1 L.
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PART TWO OF THE FIRST BOOK

42, Tur First Book of Dlederus being divided
hecause of its length into two velumes, the first
contains the preface to the whole treatise and the
accounts given hy the Egyptians of the genesis of the
werld and the first forming of the universe; then he
tells of the gods whe founded cities in Egypt and
named them after themselves, of the first men and
the earliest manner of life, of the honour paid te the
irmortals and the building of their temples to them,
then of the topography of Egypt and the marvels
related about the river Nile, and also of the cavsesof its
Hooding and the opinions tliereupon of the historians
and the philosophers as well as the refutation of each
writer.! In this volume we shall discuss the toples
which come next in order after the foregoing. We
shall begin with the first kings of Egypt and set forth
their individual deeds down to King Amasis, after we
have first described in smmmary fashion the most
anctent manner of life in Egypt.

43, As for their means of living in primitive times,
the Egyptians, they say, in the earliest period got

t This spentence s it stends is almost certainiy not from
the band of Diodorus. But the following words de not
connect well with the end of chapter 41, In Boek 17, which

is also broken into two Paris, the narrative continues wi&hout
any such interruption as ocours here,
153
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their food from herbs and the stalks and roots of the
plants which grew in the marshes, making trial of
each one of them by tasting it, and the first one eaten
by them and the most favoured was that called
Agrostis,! because it excelled the others in sweetness
and supplied sufficient nutriment for the human
body; for they observed that this plant was attrac-
tive to the cattle and quickly inereased their bulk
Because of this fact the natives, in remembrance of
the usefulness of this plant, to this day, when
approaching the gods, hold some of it in their hands
as they pray te them; forthey believethat man iz a
creature of swamp and marsh, basing this conclusion
on the smoothness of his skin and his physieal con-
stitution, as well as on the fact that he requires a wet
rather than a dry diet. A second way by which the
Egyptians subsisted was, they say, by the ealing of
ﬁﬁl, of which the river provided a greal abundance,
espectally at the time when it receded after its food
and dried up.?  They also ate the flesh of some of the
pasturing animals, using for clothing the skins of the
beasts that were eaten, and their dwelings they built
outofreeds. And iraces of these customs still remain
among the herdsmen of Tgypt, all of whom, they say,
have no other dwelling up to this time than one of
reeds, considering that with this they are well enough
provided for. After subsisting in this manner over
a long period of time they finally turned {o the edible
fruits of the earth, among which may be included the
bread made from the lotus. The discovery of these

1 Dog's-tooth gress.
g ‘(;i‘hia must refer 1o the drying-up of the pools lefi by the
ood,
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is attributed by some to Isis,? but by others o one of
their early kings called Menas. The priests, how-
ever, have the story that the discoverer of the
branches of learning and of the arts was Hermes, but
that it was their kings who discovered such things as
are necessary for esistence; and that this was the
reason why the kingship in early times was bestowed,
aot upon the sons of their former rulers, but upon
such as conferred the greatest and most numerous
benefits apon the peoples, whether it be that the
inhabitants in this way sought {0 provoke their kings
to useful service for the benefit of all, or that they
have in very truth received an account to this effect
in thelr sacred writings.

44. Some of them give the story that at first gods
and heroes ruled Egypt for a liitle less than eighteen
thousand years, the last of the gods to rule being
Horus, the son of Isis; and mortals have been kmgs
over their country, they say, for a little Jess than five

thousand years down t{o the One IHundred and ssse
Fightieth Olympiad, the time when we visited Bgypt *©

¢md_ the king was Ptolemy, who took the name of The
New Dionysus.2 Tor most of this period the rule
was held by native kings, and for a small pari of it by
Ethiopians, Persians, and Macedonians® Now four
Ethiopians held the throne, not conseeutively but
with intervals between, for a Hittle lesy than thirty-
six years in all; and the Persians, after their king
Cambyses had subdued the nation by arms, raled for
one hundred and thirty-five years, including the

2 Ptoiemy XI (8051 s..), better known as Auletes {* The
Piper ') and as the father of the famous Cleopaira.

& The Ethiopian Period (Twenty fifth Dynastiy{), ca, Ti5-
682 m.o.; the Persian, 325-332 B.C.; on the Macedonian,
38230 f:,c,, see the Introduction, pp. iz il
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periods of revolt on the part of the Egyptians which
they raised becanse they were unable to endure the
harshaess of thelr deminion and their lack of respect
for the native gods. Last of all the Macedonians and
their dynasty held rule for two hundred and seventy-
six years. Yor the rest of the time all the kings of the
land were natives, four hundred and seventy of them
being men and five women. About all of them the
priests had records which were regularly handed
down in their sacred books te each successive priest
from early times, giving the stature of each of the
former kings, a deseription of his character, and what
ke had done during his reign; as for us, however, it
would be a long task to write of each of them sever-
ally, and superfinous also, seeing that most of the
material inchuded is of no profit. Consequently we
shal} undertake fo recount briefly only the most
important of the facts which deserve a place in
history.

45, After the gods the first king of Egypt, accord-
ing to the priests, was Menas, who taught the people
to worship gods and offer sacrifices, and also to supply
themselves with tables and couches and to use costly
bedding, and, in a word, introduced luxury and an
extravagant manner of life. For this reason when,
many generations later, Tnephachthus,! the father
of Bocchoris the wise, was king and, while on a cam-
paign in Arabia, ran shert of supplies because the
country was desert and rough, we are told that he
was obliged to go without food for one day and then
to live on guite simple fare at the home of seme
ordinary folk in private station, and that he, enjoying

t Not identified, Wiedemann conjected that he might be
Tof sucht, of the 23vd Dynaaty.
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the experience exceedingly, denounced luxury and
pronounced a curse on the king who had first taught
the people their extravagant way of living; and so
deeply did he take to heart the change which had
taken place in the people’s habits of eating, drinking,
and sleeping, that he inseribed his curse in hiero-
glyphs on the temple of Zeus in Thebes; and this,
in {act, appears to be the chief reason why the fame
of Menas and his honours did not persist inte later
ages. And it s said that the descendants of this
king, fifty-two in number all told, ruled in unbroken
succession more than a thousand and forty years, but
that in their reigns nothing occurred that was worthy
of record.

Subsequently, when Busiris beeume king and his
descendants in turn, eight in number, the last of the
line, who bore the same name as the first, founded,
they say, the city which the Egyptians call Diospolist
the Great, though the Greeks call it Thebes. Now
the circuit of it he made one hundred and forty
stades, and he aderned it in marvellous fashion with
great buildings and remarkable temples and dedica-
fory monuments of every other kind; in the same
way he caused the houses of private citizens to be
constructed in some cases four stories high, in other
five, and in genesal made it the most prosperous city,
not only of Rgypt, but of the whale world. And
since, by reasen of the ity’s pre-eminent wealth and
power, s fame has been spread abroad to every

1 ¢ @ity of Zews,” the Diospolis Magna of the Romana,
The Hgyptian name by which it was most commonly known
was Nu {or Nej, ** the vity.”’

*orde omitted by Volgate, Bekker, Dindorl,
161



-t

]

DIODORUS OF SICILY

;mpqc; SLaSSSa,uevn; em;tepm{rf?m Kal Tov woryThy
alrfis paow &v ols Néyer
o8 éoa OfBag
Abyvmrias, 80t wheicra Séporsy € kripata
rEree,

ot & ¢ ¢t 5 ¢ & &0 el _
-4 (.’J'CG-TO]-HTUKO-‘.- €L, UNKOTLOE Iy EXQCTHP

avépes éboiyvetior otv Immwotow kal Syecdow.

émor 8¢ dacw ol miAas éeardy éoyneévar i
woAsy, AAAE TOAAL xal geydra wpowllaia T
{epdu, ad’ b érvarépmidiov c:wopdfré’cu, xaﬂawepea
clé’n‘v?tou &frﬁvpm & dppara wpos ahqf?ezcw
eE amnq els 'mus' WGleyous‘ emopevea'{?av Tovs
yap aw*frwyar; ema?o;f 'yefyavevm rm-m T wapa-
wo'm,mav THE &nwe Me,ué)ews‘ dypr OnBav rav
xaxr& 'rqv Aaﬁw;y exaa"rov Sexa;zepou avd Sea-
xoolovs awwovs‘, v ére iy TA 5 epéhia SelxvioBar,
46, 06 uévor 8¢ rotror rov Baoiréa wape-
Anaupey, (i?\.lc‘; xai Ter Uoveper dpfdvraw
woAdovs els ‘r'q:f avfﬂaw Tiis worews TedLhoTe-
?'jfrf?aa avaf? npact re fya,p aroAAols xal ;.zeﬂ(.-zhoaq
dpyvpols xal ypvoets, éme & ele@;aw&mw, «ai
wohorTiney avdpidvrey while, mpos 8¢ rovrows
xaTagrevals povorifuy 6Behiocnwy undsplay 7w
frrd Tov ffhtov ofirw kexeopiiofat.  TerTdpwy qap
tepioy waracxevacfévror T6 Te xdXhos xab TO
péyeflos favpacrdv i elvar vd maladrarov,
Tporallena pev oradiwe Thy wepiuerpoy, mwévre
8¢ wal TetTapdrovra muydr To Uyres, eixost
¥ gavparrdv D, Yopel ¢« Gavpaoray & C, Bekher, Dindorf,

t ffigd 9. 881-4, where Achilles replies to Qdysseus, reject.
ing the proffer of gifts from Agamemnon,
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region, even the poet, we are told, has mentioned it
when he says:t
Nay, not for all the wealth
Of Thebes in Egypt, where in ev'ry hall
There lieth treasure vast; a hundred are
Her gates, and warriors by each issue forth
Two hundred, each of them with car and steeds.

Some, however, tell us that it was not one hundred
" gates * {pulai) which the city had, but rather many
great propylaes in frent of is temples, and that i
was from these that the title " hundred-gated ™ was
given it, that is, " having many gateways.” Vet
twenty thousand chariots did in truth, we are told,
pass out from it to war; for there were once scattered
along the river from Memphis to the Thebes which is
over against Libya one hundred post-stations? each
one having aceormnodation for two hundred horses,
whose foundations are pointed out even to this day.
46. Not only this king, we have been informed, but
alse many of the later rulers devoted their attention
e the development of the city, For no city under
the sun has ever been so adorned by votive offerings,
made of silver and gold and ivory, in such number
and of such size, by such a multitude of colossal
statues, and, finally, by obelisks made of single
blocks of stone.  Of four temples erected there the
oidest ? is a source of wonder for both its beauty and
size, having a circuit of thirteen stades, a height of

? Stables where relays of horses were kept., FEichstidt
wounld reject the whele of § 7 as spurions, and the words rd»
rard rhy A:Bdgr appesr to be unneccasary.

* 4his is undoubiedly the Great Temple of Ammon at
Karnsk, the most impoesing of all the monnments of Egypt.,
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BOOK 1, 46. 2-8

forty-five cublts, and walls twenty-four feet thick
In keeping with this magnificence was also the em-
hellishment of the votive offerings within the eireuit
wall, marvellous for the money spent upon it and
exquisitely wrought as to workmanship, New the
buildings of the temple survived down torather recent
times, bui the silver and gold and costly werks of ivory
and rare stone were carried off by the Persians when
Cambyses burned the temples of Tgypt;? and it was
at this time, they say, that the Persians, by trans-
ferring all this wealth to Asia and taking artisans
slong from Fgypt, constructed their famous palaces
in Persepolis and Susa and throughout Medis, Se
great was the wealth of Egypt at that period, they
declare, that from the remnanis left in the course of
the sack and after the burning the treasure which
was collected hitle by little was found to be worth
more than three hundred talents of gold and no less
than twe thousand three hundred talenis of silver
There are also in this city, they say, remarkable
tombs of the early kings and of their successors,
which leave to those who aspire to similar magni-
ficence no oppertunity to outde them,

Now the priests said that in their records they find
forty-seven tombs of kings; but dows to the time of
Prolemy son of Lagus, they say,only fifteen remained, 325-982
most of which had been destroyed at the time we P&
visited those regioms, in the One Hundred and w-so
Fightieth Olympiad  Not only do the priests of »¢

b Cambyses was in Egypt from 525 fo 522 B.¢v The acoount
of his excesses against the Egyptian religion and customs,
given in great defaill by Herodotus (3, 164}, is almost cers
tainly much exaggerafed {see Gray in The Cambridge dncient
History, 4. p;{). 22-3, but op. Hall, ibid. 3. pp. 311-12}; atany
rate thoy fall foward $he end of his stay in the country.
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1 uénaves Hertleln 1 Méuvoros.

: Heostaeus of Abders was sn historian of the early third
sentury B.0., author of an Aigypliaka, from which the foilowing
deseription (47, 1-40. B} of the tomb of Osymandyas (Miiller,
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BOOK L 46, 8474 3

Fgypt give these facts from their records, but many
alee of the Greeks who visited Thebes in the time
of Ptolemy son of Lagus and composed histories of
Egypt, one of whom was Heeataeus,* agree with what
we have said,

41, Ten stades from the first tombs, he says, in
which, aceording to tradition, are buried the con-
cubines of Zeus, stands a monument of the king
known as Osymandyas? At its entrance there is a
pylon, constructed of variegated stone, two plethra
in: breadth and forty-five cubits high ; passing through
this one enters a rectangular peristyle, built of stone,
four plethra long on each side; it s supported, in
Eiace of piliars, by monolithic figures sixteen cubits

igh, wrought in the ancient manner as to shape;®
and the entire ceiling, which is two fathoms wide,
consists of a single stone, which is highly decorated
with stars on a blue field. Beyond this peristyle
there is yet another entrance and pylen, in every
respect like the one mentioned before, save that it is
more richly wrought with every mamner of relief;
beside the entrance sre three statues, each of a single
Block of black stone from Syene, of which one, that

Fragmenta historicoram Craecoruam, 5. 389-01} s drawn, What
Dhodorus gives here is no more than 2 paraphrase, not &
guotation, of Hecntacus (ep. the Fotroduction, p. Xvi)

2 This is the grest sanctuary erceted by Ramses I for
his mortuary service and known to every visitor at Thebes
as the Remesseum., in chap, 48, whers Diedorss is not
following Heeataeus, he calls ih specifieally o™ tomb.”? H. R
Halt (Ancient History of the Near East®, p. 317 derives the
name Osymandyss from Userrma-Ba (or ™ Usshmuariya "’
a9 the Semnites wrote i6), one of the royal names of Ramses,

% These were square pitlars with engaged statues of Usiris,
but they were not monoliths {ep. H. B. 8 ail, L., with ilfustre-
tion}
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I The estimated weight of this colossus of Ramses 11 is
one thousand tons.
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BOOK 1 47, 348 1

ts seated, is the largest of any in Egypt}! the fool
measuring over seven cubits, while the other two at
the knees of this, the one on the right and the other
on the lefs, danghter and mother respectively, are
smaller than the one first mentioned.  And it is not
merely for its size that this work merits approbation,
bt it is also marvellous by reason of its artistic gnality
and excellent becanse of the nature of the stone, since
in a block of so great a size there isnot s single erack
or blemish to be seen, The inseription upon it runs:
« King of Kings am I, Osymandyas. If anyone
would know how great I am and where [ He, let him
surpass one of my works.” There is also another
statne of his mother standing alone, a monolith twenty
cubits high, and it has three diadems on its head,
signifying that she was both danghter and wife and
mother of a king.

Beyond the pylon, he says, there is 2 peristyle more
remarkable than the former one; in it there are all
nianner of reliefs depicting the war which the king
waged against these Bactrians who had revolted;
against these he had made a campaign with four
hundred thonsand foot-soldiers and twenty thousand
cavalry, the whole ammy having been divided into
four divisions, all of which were under the command
of song of the king.?

48. On the first wall the king, he says, is represented
in the act of besieging a walled city which is sur-
rennded by a river,and of leading the attack against

& This is the campaign of Ramses I against the Hittites
in 1288 B.6. and the great batile around the city of Kadesh
on the uppet Orontes, The battle has been fally degoribed
by J. H. Hreasted, Fhe Baifle of Kadesh {Decennial Publica-
tions of the University of Chicago, 1004}, who estimates the
size of the army at little moye than 20,000,

169



BIODORUS OF SICILY

Tpos Tivas dvTireTaypévovs perd Movras, cupe
a?wtziafzévav -rfn'} Onplov xatarinerinds brrép
ov v@w eEnyovpévay of plv Epacav wpds dhijberay
Xetpoifin Néovta rpedipevor tmd Tob BaciMes
aufy,wavz:séeW avr xaté vas pdyas kal Tpomy
wowely vév dvavriory Std Ty dhrdy, Tds &
teropowr brt xall SmwepBorip drSpeios Sy wal
GopTindst éavriv dyxwualew GovAduevos, Sid
Tis vol AéowTos eindvos Thv Sudbeow éavrod Ty
2 Yuxdie otjuaver. v 8¢ v Sevrépe Tolyp Tovs
asyparoTovs vre roi Bacindwes dyoudvovs :ez'p'ydﬁ
gbar 7d ve ailola xal rvas yeipas otn éyorrag,
%L oy Smcf?y S?Rm:}aﬁm 6Tt Tals ruyais
%zfavﬁpaz xai xata Tas év Tols Setwols dvepyeias
8 ayepes fHoav, vow 8 mpiror Eyew yAvdds
mavrolas kal Sawperels ypadds, 8 by Snhodobas
BovBusias Tob BagiNéos kal BplapBor 4o vob
4 moXépov katayduevor. xatd 8¢ péoor Tov mepi-
oTvAor Irailiprov Bwudy grodousiclas Tob xak-
AtoTov Mbov i Te yewpovpyia Siddopoy Kal T
5 peyéber Bavpacrév.  watd &¢ Tov Tehevraioy
TOLXOV UMdpyew avdpidyTas kabnuévovs Sto wovo
Mibovs émra kal elkoot myxdv, wap' obs eladSovs
Ipew,e’x T?fi ’wepw'rsi?uiv kareoxevaaBal, xaf
as  6LKoY UTdpyer UméoTuoy, @delov Tpbmoy
KaTeoKevacTuéver, fxdotny whevpdry Exovra 8i-
6 whebpov. év Todre & elvac TARos dvdpidvren

! paprieds Vogel : geprichs Vilgate, Bekker, Dindorf,

P This sentence l9 apparently not from Feantaeus
Breusted (Io., pp. 44-5) holds that this Hon i purely
decorative, though the reliefs of the battle show & tame lion
accompraying Ramses on the campaign,

BOOK I 48 1-6

opposing troops; he is accompanied by a lon, which s
atding him with terrifying effect.  Of those who have
explained the scene some have said that in very truth
a tame lion which the king kept accompanied him in
the perils of battle and put the enemy to rout by his
fierce onset; but others have maintained that the
king, whe was exceedingly brave and desirons of prais-
ing hirose! in a vulgar way, was irying to portray
his own beld spirit in the figure of the Hont On the
second wall, he adds, are wrought the captives as they
are being led away by the king ; they are without their
privates and their hands, which apparently signifies
that they were effeminate in spirit and had no%mnds
when it came io the dread business of warfare?
The third wall carries every manner of relief and
exeellent paintings, which pertray the king perform-
ing a sacrifice of oxen and celebrating a trivmph after
the war. In the cenire of the peristyle there had
been construeted of the most beautiful stone an altar,
open to the sky, both excellent in its workmanship
and marvellous because of its size. By the last wall
are twe monolithic seated statues, twenty-seven
cubits high, beside which are set three entranees
from the peristyle; and by way of these entrances one
comes into a hall whose roof was supported by
pitlars, constructed in the style of an Odeum,?® and
measuring iwo plethra on each side. In this hall
there are many wooden stalues representing parties

2 he reliefs of the battle show Ramses in his chariof and
the severed hands of the slain, not of the captives, being cast
before him {Breasted, Le, p. 45}

2 i¢ a Music Hall, distin%uisl}.ed, in general, by the ancients
from & theaire by its roof and snﬁ)port—ing pillars, This is
the great Hypostyle hall behind the second court fep. the
Plan in Baetg;}i*er’s Egypt, opp. p. 301
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BOOK 1. 48, 6-49. 3

in litigation, whose eyes are fixed upon the judges
who decide their cases; and these, in turn, are
shown in relief on one of the walis, to the number of
thirty and without any hands}? and in their midst
the chief justice, with a figure of Truth hanging from
his neck and holding his eyes closed, and at Ms side a
great number of books. And these figures show by
their attitude that the judges shall receive ne gift and
that the chief justice shall have his eyes upon the
truth alone.®

49, Next to these courts, he says, is an ambulatory
crowded with buildings of every kind, in which there
are representations of the foods that are sweetest to
the taste, of every variety. Here are to be found
reliefs in which the king, adorned in colours, iz
represenied as offering to the god the gold and silver
which he received each year from the silver and gold
mines of all Egypt; and an inscription below gives
also the total ameunt, which, summed up according
to its value in silver, iz thirty-two miliion minas,
Next comes the sacred library, which bears the
inseription ¢ Hesling-place of the Soul,” and contigu-
oug to this building sre statues of all the gods of
Egypt, to each of whom the king in ke manner
makes the offering appropriate to him, as though he
were submitiing proof before Osiris and his assessors

3 A word to this effect, which is found in a destription of
* figures in Thebes ’ by Plutarch (On Tsiz and Oairds, 10},
must almost certainly have stood in the text, to give a basis
for the though!f in the next sentence that the judges should
not receive gifts; op. Plotarch, Lo, &5 B3wpor fuo Tiw Sian-
alrgr kol drévreviror obeay (” showing that justice should
take no gifts and should be inaccessible to influence ™}

# On this Bupreme Court see chap. 75,
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BOOK 1. 49. 3-50. 1

in the underworld that to the end of his days he had
Hved a Hfe of plety and justice towards both men
and gods. Next to the Hbrary and separated from
it by a party wall is an exquisitely constructed hall,
which contains a table with couches for twenty and
statues of Zeus and Hera as well as of the king;
here, it would seem, the bedy of the king is also
buried. In a circle about this building are man
chambers which contain excellent paintings of aﬁ
the animals which are held sacred in Egypt. There
is an ascent leading through these chambers to the
tomb as a whole, At the top of this ascent there is
a circular border of geld crowning the menument,
three hundred and sixty-five cubits in circumference
and one cublt thick ;3 upon this the days of the year
are inscribed, one in each cubit of length, and by each
day the risings and settings of the stars as nature
ordains them and the signs indicating the effects
which the FKgyptian astrologers hold that they
produce.? This border, they ssid, had been plan-
dered by Cambyses and the Persians when he
conquered Egypt,

Such, they say, was the tomb of Osymandyas the
king, which is considered far to have excelled ail
others, not only in the amount of money lavished
upor i, but aiso in the ingenuity shown by the
artificers,

50. The Thebans say that they are the earliest of
all men and the first peaple among whom philosophy ?

171n place of “one cublt thick’ one should cerfainly
expect © one cublt wide.”’ In thal case the space for ihe
portrays] of each day would be one cubit square.

* Here ends ihe aceount drawn, except for oceasional re-
marks of Diodorus, from HHecatacus,

% {6 in the wider sense of study of knowledge.
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* Camusstus conjectured Siarérarre, which is ad
Bokker, Dindorf. opted By

? dwd vob warpds after 4 omitted by OF,

* The Egyptians undoubtedly knew the proper lenzth
the year, but their year was one of 385 daysp an}:i? the:eg s r?é
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and the exact science of the stars were discovered,
since their country enables them to ohserve more dis-
tinctly than others the risings and settings of the stars,
Peculiar to them also is thelr ordering of the months
and years. Tor they do not reckon the days by the
moon, but by the sun, making their month of thirty
days, and they add five and a guarter days? to the
twelve months and in this way £l out the aycle of the
vear. But they do not intercalate months or
subtract days, as most of the Greeks do. They
appear to have made careful observations of the
eclipses both of the sun and of the moon, and predict
them, foretelling without error all the events which
actnally oceur.

Of the descendants of this king, the eighth, known
as Uchoreus, founded Memphis, the most renowned
eity of Fgypt. For he chose the most favourable
spot in all the land, where the Nile divides into
several branches to form the " Delta,”” as it 1s called
from its shape; and the result was that the city,
exceliently situated as it was at the gates of the
Delta, continnally contrelled the commerce passing
into upper Egypt. Now he gave the city a civenm-
ference of one hundred and ffty stades, and made it

record of their ever officially Interealating a day every four
years, as, mdeed, Diodorus telle us in the next sentence {op.
The Cambridge Ancient History, 1. p. 168). The distines
contribution of the Egypiians to the ealendar was the rejection
of the lupar month and the recognition that the length of
the divisions of the year should be conventionsl 1t was
this conventional month which Jultus Caesar introduced inte
she lunar month calendar of the Remans, practicelly all
ancient writers saying in one way or another that the ides
for his calendar came from Hgypt {ep. 4. H. Breasted, 4
History of Egypl, pp. 32-3}
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remarkably strong and adapted to its purpese by
works of the following nature. Since the Nile flowed
around the eity and covered it at the time of inunda-
tion, he threw out a huge mound of earth on the
south to serve as a barrier against the swelling of the
river and alse as a citadel against the attacks of
enemies by land; and all around the other gides he
dug alarge and deep lake, which, by taking up the
force of the river and occupying all the space about
the city except where the mound had been thrown up,
%ave it remarkable strength,  And so happily did the
ounder of the city reckon upen the suitableness of
the site that practically all subsequent kings left
Thebes and established both their palaces and
official residences heve. Consequently from this
time Thebes began to wane and Memphis to increase,?
until the time of Alexander the king; for after he
had founded the eity on the sea which bears his name,
all the kings of Egypt after him concentrated their
interest on the development of it,  Some adorned it
with magnificent palaces, some with docks and
Larbours, and others with further notable dedications
and buildings, to such an extent that it is generally
reckoned the first or second city of the inhabited
world. But a detafled deseription of this city we
shalf set forth in the appropriate period.?

51. The founder of Memphis, after constructing
the mound and the lake, erected a palace, which,
while not inferior to those of other nations, yet was

? In common with ail the Greck writers, Diodorus knew
nothing about the chronological development of Egvptian
history, The great period of Thebes was to come with the
Eighteenth Dynasty, after 1660 .0, many centuries sub

sequent to the founding of Memphis,
¢ Alexandria is more fully deseribed in Book 17, 52,
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no mateh for the grandeur of design and leve of the
heautiful shown by the kings who preceded him.
For the inhabitants of Egypt consider the period of
this life to be of no account whatever, but place the
greatest value on the time after death when they will
be remembered for their virtue, and while they give
the name of “ lodgings " to the dwellings of the
living, thus intimating that we dwell in them but a
brief tire, they call the tombs of the dead * eternal
homes,” since the dead spend endless eternity in
Hades; censequently they give less thought to the
furnishings of their houses, but on the manner of
their burials they do not forgo any excess of zeal,

The aforementioned city was named, according to
some, after the daughter of the king who founded it.
They teli the story that she was loved by the river
Nie, who had assumed the form of a buli, and gave
birth to Fgyptus, 2 man famous among the natives
for his virtue, from whom the entire land received its
name. For upon succeeding to the throne he showed
himself to be a kindly king, just, and, in a word,
upright in all matters; and so, since he was held by
all to merit great apl}’)mi}ation because of his good-
will, he received the honour mentioned.

Twelve generations after the king just named,
Moeris succeeded to the throne of Egypt and built
in Memphis itgelf the north propylaca, which far
surpasses the others in magnificence, while ten
schoeni! above the city he excavated a lake which
was remarkable for its utility and an undertaking of

i Herodotus {2, 6} e that the schoenus was an Egypiian
messure, equal to sixty stades or approximuately seven
miles, but according to Strabo (17, L 24) i varied from thirty
£ one hundred ang twenty stades, At sny rate the Fayim
is about sixty miles {rom the site of ancient Memphis, 8

EGE
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mcredible magnitnde.! For s circumference, they
say, i8 three thousand six hundred stades and its
depth in most parts fifty fathoms; what man,
accordingly, in trying to estimate the magnitude of
the work, would not reasenably inquire how many
myriads of men labouring for how many years were
required for its completion? And as for the utility
of this lake and its contribution to the welfare of ail
the inhabitants of Egypt, as weli as for the ingenuity
of the king, ne man may praise them highly encugh
te do justice to the trutﬁ.

b2. For since the Nile did not rige to a fixed height
each year and yet the fruitfulness of the country
depended on the constancy of the flood-level, he
excavated the lake to receive the excess water, in
order that the river might not, by an excessive
velume of flow, immederately flood the land and form
marshes and poels, nor, by failing to rise to the
proper height, rein the harvests by the lack of water,
He also dug a canal, eighty stades long and three
plethra wide,? from the river to the lake, and by
this canal, sometimes turning the river into the
iake and sometimes shutting it off again, he farnished
the farmers with an oppertune supply of water,
opening and closing the entrance by a skilful device
and yet at considerable expense; for it cost no less
than fifty talents if 4 man wanted to open or close
this work. The lake has continued to serve well the
needs of the Egyptians down to our time, and bears

1 The reference is to the great depression known as the
Fayiun, into which the Nile flowed during the period of
inundation. The wontrel of this flow, ss described below,
was firat undertakon by the Pharachs of the Twelfth Dynasty,

ially by An het IT%.
i.e. abous nine miles long and three hundred feat wide,
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the name of its builder, being called to this day the

crevagavres &yer, wahovudvy plyee Tob vy
X Lake of Moeris. Now the king in excavating it left

4 Moipidos Aippn. 6 & ofw Baciieds bpirrov
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} This practice is better known in the tase of the Porsisn
rulers, Villages in Syria had been given the Queen Mother
* for her girdle”’ {op. the English * pin-money ; Xenophon,
Anabﬂsm‘, i. 4. 0}, and when Themistocles was received by
the Persian king after his exile from Athens threo cities of
Asin Minor wera given him—NMagnesta for bread, Lampsacus
for wine, and Myus for meat (Thueydides, 1. 158, 8,
I{gmd{)ﬁm {2. 148) gives the seme figure for the invome from
154

a spot in the eentre, where he built a tomd and two
pyramids, a stade in height, one for himself and the
other for his wife, on the tops of which he placed stone
statues seated upon thrones, thinking that by these
monuments he would leave behind him an imperish-
able commemoration of his good deeds. The income
aceruing from the fish taken from the lake he gave to
his wife for her unguents and general embellishment,
the value of the eatch amounting te a talent of silver
daily;* for there are twenty-two different kinds of
fish in the lake, they say, and they are caught in such
abundance that the people engaged in salting them,
though exceedingly many, can scarcely keep up with
their task,

Now this is the account which the Egyptians give
of Moeris,

53. Besofsis,” they say, who became king seven
genersiions later, performed more renowned and
greater deeds than did any of his predecessors,
And since, with regard to this king, net only are the
Greek writers at variance with one another but also

the catch, but enly {or the six months when the water *“ fows
from the lake.” A daily catch of the value of more thana
thousaud doliars and a cost of Afty times that sum for
opening the locks seem highly lmprobable,

? Practically all Greek and Latin writers called him -
Sesostris, snd about him stories gathered as about no other
raler in aucient history with the exception of Alexander the
Great, “In CGreek tipes Besostris had looy sines become
but o legeudary figure which cannot be identified with any
%a.rﬁcuiur king ** (J. H. Breusted, 4 History of Ii‘gypt, p. 188

at certain facts narrated in connection with him were
certainly drawn from memories of the reign of Ramses IT of
ihe Nineteenth Dymnasty.
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among the Bgyptians the priests and the poets who
sing his praises give conflicting steries, we for our part
shall endeavour to give the most probable account
and that which most nearly agrees with the monu-
ments still standing in the land. Now at the birth of
Besobsis his father did a thing worthy of 2 great man
angd a king: Gathering together from over all Egypt
the male ehildren which had been born on the same
day and assigning to them nurses and guardians, he
preseribed the same training and edneation for them
all, on the theory that those whe had been reared in
the closest companionship and had enjoyed the same
frank relationship would be most loyal and as fellow
combatants in the wars most brave. He amply
provided for their every need and then trained the
youths by unremitting exerciscs and hardships; for
no one of them was allowed to have anything to eat
uniess he had first run one bundred and eighty stades.?
Censequently upon aitaining to manhood they were
all veritable athletes of robustness of body, and in
spirit qualified for leadership and endurance because
of the training which they had received in the most
excellent pursuits,

First of all Sesodsis, his companions alse accom-
panying him, was sent by his father with an ammy
into Arabia, where he was sublected to the laborious
training of hunting wild animals and, after hardening
himself to the privations of thisst and hunger, con-
quered the entire nation of the Arabs, which had
never been enslaved before his day; and then, on
being sent to the regions to the west, he subdued the

t About fwenty miles,

& *ApdfBwr Wesseling: BapBdpwr,
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larger part of Libys, though in yesrs still no more than
ayouth, Andwhen he ascended the throne upon the
death of his father, being filled with confidence by
reason of his earlier exploits he undertock to conquer
the inhabited earth, There are those who say that he
was urged to acquire empire over the whele world
by his own daughter Athyrtis, who, according to
some, was far more intelligent than any of her day
and shewed her father that the campaign would be
an easy one, while according to others she had the
gift of prophecy and knew beforehand, by means
both of sacrifices and the practice of sleeping in
temples,! as well as from the signs which appear in
the heavens, what would take place in the future.
Some have alse written that, at the birth of Sesotsis,
his father had thought that Hephaestus had appeared
to him in a dream and told him that the son who had
been born would rule over the whole civilized world;
and that for this reason, therefore, his father collected
the children of the same age as his sen and granted
them a voyal training, thus preparing them before-
hiand for an attack upon the whole world, and that
his son, upen attaining manhood, trusting in the
prediction of the god was led to undertake this
campaign.

54. In preparation for this undertaking he first of
all confirmed the goodwill of all the Bgyptians
towards himself, feeling it to be necessary, if he were
to bring his plan to a suecessful end, that his soldiers
on the campaign should be ready to die for their
leaders, and that those left behind in their native

i The ancient practice of incubstion, during which the
god of the temple would grant a revelation through & dream;
¢p p- 80,0 1

18g



DIODORUS OF SICILY

2 peour dmi Téhes dfav. &b xai 'mi::ms* éx Th
e’ﬂﬁexopéywp efﬂ}p*yéfet, ToUs ,u,eu onpdTwy Sw-
peais exf?epa'freyaw, 'qu 8¢ xwpas' %oaez TLvag 36
n;zwpwzs' a:rralvcra, wdvTas 8¢ rais a;u?\.w.ss xac
TH Ty *rpo'rrwv émisireia :rrpoo*nrye'm' TRV TE yap
Bmthmwv eyx?mpwrmp dravras dfgovs e
ral 'mw; T pes ap'yvav avvxe;c?\.etpevovc a?re?wae
relt ypéovs, ov'ros‘ wohhot whifovs év Tails
Prraxals. 'm;w 8¢ yopav dwaocav els £ xal
Tpedeovra #éom SaEfow, & rm?\.ovmv Avyv'r"rwa
vopols, éméoTnaer dmaat vopdpxas Tous empe-
Ao outrovs 'rwv Te wpoo*aSwv 'rwv Basukdy ral
Seoskrioorras dwavra ra kara ras {dias pepidas.
ererébaTe 8¢ wail Tiv avdpiv rovs rals fouats
Stapéporras kal cvreaTioaTe oTparimedoy dfwop
vel peyélfovs riy ewmiBolis raréypare vyap
weﬁ'é}v ,u,év éEijronra ;wpsdagac, fnmely 8¢ 3;0’;;&-
plovs xal Te-rpamaxzhwvv Q’w'm 8¢ wa?tc;ew'rr;pm
Ssc*pvpm xal maxwxi?\.m émi 8¢ rds xa’ra
jépos dyepovias TRV cr'rpa'rama“wy Erafe Tals
cvrTpodovs, dvplAnreras uéy #9n Tals wolépois,
Gperny 8 dlnlmroTas k. waidev, elvoayr 8¢
adendinty éyortas wpos T TV Sacidéda xai
apos dAMPAeus, drras Tov dplfucr Thelous rdv
Xmiwy wl émraoaien. -n'&m 8¢ Tuls 7 poeLT-
pévoes xa’rexknpwxna'e ThY dptoThy Tis YO8,
drrws exov?es' r.xaw‘;e wporm&ovs‘ wal  pndevis
évdeciy Syres dordat va wepl Tovs woréuovs,

8b, Ka'ma"xevdfms‘ 58 'r?}u Séua;.u.u ec"rpd'reyaev
érrl wpan{ws‘ Ac@wwa? rods wpa&' 'r?} pwnyﬁpm
kaTorebYTAS, KL xa'm':mhepnaac ?;r:-'wyxaae T
Evos $apovs renety EBevor xal ypvadv kal iy
o

BOOK L 54. 1-55 1

Jands should not rise in revoit. He therefore showed
kindnesses to everyone by all means at his digposal,
winaing ever some by presents of money, others by
gifts of land, and others by remission of penalties,
and the entire people he attached to himself by his
friendly intercourse and kindly ways; for he set free
unharmed everyone who was held for some crime
against the king and cancelled the obligations of
those who were in prison for debt, there being a great
multitude in the gaols, And dividing the entire
land into thirty-six parts which the Egyptians call
nomes, he set over each a nomarch, who should
superintend the collection of the reyal revenues
and administer all the affpirs of his division. He
then chose out the strongest of the men and formed
an army worthy of the greatness of his undertaking ;
for he enlisted six hundred thonsand foot-seldiers,
twenty-four thonsand cavalry, and twenty-seven
thousand war chariots. In command of the several
divisions of his troops he set his companions, who were
by this time fnured to warfare, had striven after a
reputation for valonr from thek yonth, and cherished
with a brotherly love both their king and one ancther,
the number of them being over seventeen hundred.
And npen all these commanders he bestowed allot-
ments of the best land in Egypt, in order that, enloy-
ing snfficient income and lacking nothing, they might
sedulously practise the art of war.

58, After he had made ready his army he marched
first of all against the Wthiopians whe dweli south of
Egypt, and after conquering them he forced that
people te pay a tribute in ebony, gold and the

1 robrwr after xal deleted by Dindorf,
IgI
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 tnsks of elephants, Then he sent ont a fleet of

fonr hundred ships into the Red Seal being the
first Bgyptian to build warships, and not only took
possession of the islands in those waters, but also
subdved the coast of the mainland as far as India,
while he himself made his way by land wilh his army
and subdued all Asia,  Not only did he, in fact, visit
the territory which was afterwards won by Alexander
of Macsdon, but alse certain peoples inte whose
counttry Alexander did not cross. For he even
passed over the river Ganges and visited all of India
as far as the ocean, as well ag the tribes of the
Scythians as far as the river Tanais, which divides
Burope from Asia; and it was at this time, they say,
that some of the Egyptians, baving been left bebind
near the Lake Maeotis, founded the nation of the
Colehi? And the proof which they offer of ihe
Egyptian origin of thie nation is the fact that the
Colehi practise circumcision even as the Fgyptians
do, the custom continuing among the colonists sent
out from Bgypt as it also did in the case of the Jews,

In the same way he brought all the rest of Asta into
subjection as well as most of the Cyelades islands.
And after he had erossed into Eurepe and was on hig
way through the whele length of Thrace he nearly
iogt his army through lack of food and the difficult
pature of the land. Consequently he fixed the limits
of his expedition in Thrace, and set up stelae In many
parts of the regions which he had sequired; and
these carried the following insceription in the Egyptian

1 Not the present Bed Sea, but the Persiap Gulf and the
Indian Ocean.

? The Tanals river and the Lake Maeotis are the Don and
the Sea of Azof respectively, but the country of the Colehi
is generally placed in the Cancasns,
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t #. R. Hall {The Ancient History of the Near East®, pp,
161-2) pives n iranslation of a stele set np at Semneh by
Senusret IIf of the Twelfth Dynasty, who is offen identified
with the Sesobseis of Diodoros, and ohserves that its langnage,
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writing which is called ““ sacred ”’: * This land the
King of Kinge and Lord of Lords, Sesobsis, subdued
with his own arms.”  And he fashioned the stele with
a representation, in ease the enemy people were war-
like, of the privy parts of a man, but in case they were
abject and cowardly, of those of a woman, helding
that the quality of the spirit of each people would be
set forth most clearly to sneceeding generations by
the dominant member of the body.! And in some
places he also erected a stone statne of himself, armed
with bow and arrows and a spear, In height four cubits
and four pabms, which was indeed his own stature.®
He dealt gently with all conquered peoples and, after
coneluding his eampaign in nine years, eommanded
the nations to bring presents each year to Egypt
aecording to their ability, while he himself, assembling
o multitude of captives which has never been sur-
passed and a mass of other booty, returned to his
country, having accomplished the greatest deeds of
any king of Fgypt to his day. All the temples of
Egypt, moreover, he aderned with notable votive
offerings and spoils, and honoured with gifts aceord-
ing to his merits every soldier who had distinguished
himself for bravery. And in general, as a result of
this campaign not only did the army, which had
bravely shared in the deeds of the king and had
gathered great wealth, make a brilliant bomoward
Jjeurney, but i also cane to pass that all Egypt was
filled to overflowing with benefits of every kind.
amigue in this period for its seorn of the conquered negroes,
is strikingly reminiscent of the stelse described in this pussage
ard by Herodotna 2, 162,

? About seven feet; op. the bed of Og, king of Bashan

{Deut. 3. 11}, which was nine oubits long snd four wide; “is
it not in Rabbath of the children of Ammon ™’
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B8, 8esedsis now relieved his peoples of the labours
of war and granted to the comrades who had bravely
shared in his deeds a care-free life in the enjoyment
of the good things which they had won, while he
himself, being ambitious for glory and intent upon
everlasting fame, constructed works which were
great and marvellous in their conception as well as
in the lavishness with which their cost was provided,
winning in tlds way immortal glory for himself
snd for the Egyptians security combined with ease
for all time. For beginning with the gods first, he
built in each city of Egypt a temple te the god whe
was held in special reverence by its inhabitants?
On these lasbonrs he used no Egyptians, but con-
structed them all by the hands of his captives alone;
and for this reason he placed an inseription on every
temple to the effect that no native had tofled upon
it. And it is said that the captives brought from
Babylonia revolted from the king, being unable to
endure the hardships entailed by his works; and
they, seizing a strong positien on the banks of the
river, maintained a warfare against the Egyptians
and ravaged the neighbouring territory, but finally,
on being granted an amnesty, they established a
colony on the spot, which they alse named Babylon
after their native land. For a similar reason, they
say, the city of Troy likewise, which even to this
day exists on the bank of the Nile, received its name 1 2
for Menelaus, on his voyage from THum with a great

name, in perpetuating which the king stopped &t no descers.
tion or destruction of the ancient monuments of the country ™
{J. . Bressted, History of Fpypl, po 4434

® Strabo (17, 1.34) mentions a village of this name nesr the
pyramids,
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" number of captives, crossed over into Egypt; and

the Trolans, revolting from him, seized a certain
place and maintained a warfare until he granted
them safety and freedom, whereupon they founded
a elty, to which they gave the name of their native
jand, T am not unaware that regarding the cities
named above Clesias of Cnidus has given a different
account, saying that some of those whe had come
into Fgypt with Semiramis founded therm, calling
them after their native lands! But on such matters
as these i s not easy to set forth the precise truth,
and yet the disagreements among historians must
be considered worthy of record, in order that the
reader may be able to decide upen the truth without
prejudice,

57, Now Sesodsis ihrew up many greal mounds
of earth and meoved o them such cities as happened
to be situated on ground that was not naturally
elevated, in order that at the time of the fleoding
of the river both the inhabitants and thelr herds
might have a safe place of retreat. And over the
entire land from Memphis to the sea he dug frequent
canals leading from the river, his purpose being that
the people might carry out the harvesting of their
crops quickly and easily, and that, through the con-
stant intercourse of the peasants with one another,
every district might enjoy both an easy fivelihood
and a great abundance of all things which minister
to man's enjoyment. The greatest result of this
work, however, was that he made the country secure
and difficalt of access against attacks by enemies;
for practically all the best part of Egypt, which

1 This campaign of Semiramis fa deseribed in Book 2. 14,
on Ctesias op. the Introduction, pp. wxvif
199
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before this time had been easy of passage for horses
and caris, has from that tinie on been very diffieult
for an enemy to invade by reason of the great
namber of canals leading from the river. He also
fortified with & wall the side of Egypt which faces
east, a8 a defence against inroads from Syria and
Arabiay the wall extended through the desert from
Pelusivm to Heliopolis, and its length was some
Gfteen hundred stades. Moreover, he also built a
ship of cedar wood, which was two hundred and
eighty cubits long and plated on the exterior with
gold and on the interior with silver. This ship he
presented as = votive offering to the god who is
keld i special reverence in Thebes, as well as two
obelisks of hard stone one lundred and tweaty
eubits high, upen which he inscribed the magnitude
of his army, the mnititude of his revenues, and the
number of the peoples he had subdsed; alse in
Memphis in the temples of Hephaestus he dedicated
monolithic statues of himself and of his wife, thirty
cubits high,! and of his sons, twenty ecubits high,
the oceasion of their erection being as follows, When
Sesoiisiz had returned to Fgypt after his great cam-
paign and was tarrying at Pelusium, his brother,
who was entertaining Sesobsis and his wife and
children, plotted against them; for when they had
fallen asleep after the drinking he piled preat
quantities of dry rushes, which he had kept in readi-
ness for some time, around the tent in the night and

* The account through here of Besodsis ofosely follows that
given by Herodotus 2, 102 .  Near Memphis are two colosst
of Ramses [I, the farger of which was about forty-two feet
high, approximately the thirty cubits of Diodorus and of
Herodotna 2. 110 {Baedeker's Egypt, p. 341
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set them afire, When the fire suddenly blazed up,
those who had been assigned o wait upon the king
came to his aid in a churlish fashion, as would men
heavy with wine, but Sesodsis, raising both hands to
the heavens with a prayer to the gods for the preserva-
tion of his ehildren and wife, dashed out safe through
the flames.  For this unexpected eseape he honoured
the rest of the gods with votive offerings, as stated
above, and Hephaestus most of all, on the ground
that it was by his intervention that he had been saved.
58. Although many great deeds have been credited
to Sesoisis, bis magnificence seems best to have been
shown in the treatment which he accorded to the
foreign potentates when he went forth from his
palace. The kings whom he had allowed to con-
tinue their rule over the peoples which he had
subdued and all others who had received from him
the most important positions of command would
present themselves in Fgypt at specified times,
bringing him gifts, and the king would welcome
them and in all other matters show them honour and
speeial preferment; but whenever he intended to
visit & temple or eity he would remnove the horses
from his four-horse chariot and in their place yoke
the kings and other potentates, taking them four at
& time, In this way shewing to all men, as he thought,
that, having conquered the mightiest of other kings
and those most renowned for their excellence, he
now had no eue who could compete with him for
the prize of excellence. This king is thought to
have surpassed all former rulers in power and military
exploits, and also in the magnitude and number of
the votive offerings and public works whieh he built
in Egypt. And after a reign of thirty-three years
203
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he deliberately took his own life, his eyesight having
failed him; and this act won for him the admiration
not only of the priests of Egypt but of the other
inhabitants as well, for it was thought that he had
eaused the end of his life to comport with the loftiness
of spirit shown in his achieverments,

So great became the fame of this king and so
encduring through the ages that when, many genera-
tions later, Egypt fell under the power of the Persians
apd Darins, the father of Xerxes, was bent upon
plaeing a statue of himself in Memphis before that
of Sesodsis, the chief priest opposed ¥ in a speech
which he made in an assembly of the priests, to the
effect that Darlus had not yet surpassed the deeds
of Besosis; and the king was far from being angered,
bui, on the contrary, being pleased at his frankness
of speeeh, said that he would strive not to be found
behind that ruler in any point when he had attained
his years, and asked thems to base their judginent
upon the deeds of each at the same age, for that was
the fairest test of their excellence,

As regards Sesobsis, then, we shajl rest content
with what has been said.

59. But his sen, succeeding to the throne and
assuming his father’s appeliation, did not accom-
plish a single thing in war or otherwise worthy of
mention, though he did have a singular experience?
He lost his sight, either because he shared in his
father's bodily constitution or, as some fictitiously
relate, beeause of his impiety towards the river,
since once when caught in a storm upon it he had

? The following folk story, with some vaeriations, 18 given
in Herodotua 2, 311,

b owpd s Dindorf: wpd #fs ved,
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hurled a spear into the rushing eurrent. Forced by
this il} fortune to turn to the gods for aid, he strove
over a long peried to propitiate the deity by numer-
ous sacrifices and honowrs, but received no con-
siderstion. But in the tenth year an oracular
command was given to him to do honour to the god
in Heliopolis and bathe his face in the urine of a
woman who had never known any other man than
her husband. Thereupon he began with his own
wife and then made trial of many, but found not one
that was chaste save a certain gardener's wife,
whom he married as soon as he was recovered. All
the other women he burned alive in & certain village to
which the Egyptians because of this incident gave the
name Holy Fie?é . and to the god in Heliopolis, out of
gratitude for his benefaction, he dedicated, in accord-
ance with the injunction of the oracle, two monolithie
obelisks,! eight cubits wide and one hundred high.
§0. After this king a long line of snecessors on
the throne accomplished no deed worth recording.
But Amasis, who became king many generations
later, ruled the masses of the people with great
harshness; many he punished unjustly, great num-
pers he deprived of their possessions, and towards
all his conduct was without exception contempluous
and atrogant. New for a time his victims bore up
ander this, being unable in any way to protect
themselves against those of greater power; but when
Actisanes,? the king of the Ethiopians, led an army
against Amasis, their hatred seized the opportunity

hefore the Lateran, fs 100 feet high; the 150 feet of Diodorus
sesms a little too big.

A, Wiedemann (dgyptische Geschichte, p. 582, n. 1) thinks
that Actisancs is no more than a double of the Ethiopian
Sabaco of chap. 65
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and most of the Fgyptians revelted. Asg a conse-
quence, since he wag easily overcome, Egypt fell
under the rule of the Fthiopians. Bui Actisanes
carricd his good fortune as a man should and con-
ducted himself in a kindly manncr towards his
subjects, For instance, he had his own manner of
dealing with thieves, neither putting to death such
as were liable to that punishment, ner letting them
go with no punishment at all; for after he had
gathered together out of the whele land those who
were charged with some erime and had held a
theroughly fair examination of their cases, he took
all whe had been judged guilty, and, entting off
their noses, settled them in a coleny on the edge
of the desert, founding the city which was called
Rhinoceclura ! after the lot of its inhabitants,

This city, which lies on the border between Fgypt
and Syria not far from the sea-coast, is wanting in
practically everything which is necessary for man's
existenee; for i Is surrounded by land which is full
of brine, while within the walls there is but a smali
supply of water from wells, and this is impure and
very bitter to the itaste. But he settled them in
this country in order that, in case they continued to
practise their original manner of Hfe, they might
not prey upon innecent people, and also thal they
might net pass unrecognized as they mingled with
the rest of mankind. Anéd yet, despite the fact
that they had been cast out into & desert country
which lacked practically every nseful thing, the
contrived a way of living appropriate to the dearth
about them, since natnre forced them to devise

1 4.e. Nose-clippad,
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every possible means to combat thelr destitution.
For instance, by cutting down reeds in the neighbous-
hood and splitting them, they made long nets, which
they set up along the beach for a distance of many
stades and hunted quails; for these are driven in
large coveys from the open sea, and in hunting them
they caught a sufficient number to provide themselves
with food.

6. After the death of this king the Egyptians
regained the control of thelr government and placed
on the throne a native king, Mendes, whom some call
Marrus,  So far as war is concerned this ruler did not
accomplish anything at ali, but he did build himseif a
tomb kaown as the Labyrinth,! which was not so
remarkable for its size as it was mpossible to imitate
in respect to its ingenious design; for a man whe
enters it cannot easily find his way out, unless he gets
a guide who is thoreughly acquainted with the
structure, And some say that Daedalus, visiting
Bgypt and admiring the skill shown in the bullding,
alse constructed for Minos, the king of Crete, a
labyrinth like the one in Bgypt, in which was kept, as
the myth relates, the beast called Minotaur, How.
ever, the labyrinth in Crete has entirely disappeared,
whether it be that some ruler razed it to the ground
or that time effaced the work, but the one in Fgypt
has stood intact in its entire structure down io our
lifetime.

62, After the death of ihis king there were no
rulers for five generstions, and then a man of obscure

* This building is desoribed fn chap. 66. The classical
authors did not agree on the pame of its huilder and the
Mendes or Marrus of Diodorus is otherwise entirely unknown
{op, A, Wiedomann, dgypiische Geschichte, p. 2085
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t Dioderas in his account of Proteus follows Herodotus
(2. 112 8.}, whe, it has been snggested, may have confused
an Egypian title, Prout!, with the familiar * Protens {op.
How and Wells, 4 Commentary on Herodotus, 1. p. 223}, Cetes,
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origin was chosen king, whom the Hgyptians ecall
Cetes, but who ameng the Greeks is thought to be
that Proteus * who lived at the time of the war about
THum. Some tradition records that this Proteus was
experienced in the knowledge of the winds and that
he would c¢hange his body, sometimes into the form
of different animals, sometimes into a free or fire or
something else, and it so happens that the ascount
which the priests give of Cetes is in agreement with
that tradition, For, according te the priests, from
the close association which the king constantly main-
tained with the astrologers, he had gained experience
in such matters, and from a custom whieh has been
passed down among the kings of Egypt has arisen the
myths current among the Greeks about the way
Proteus chan%ed his shape. For it wag a practice
among the rulers of Egypt to wear upon their heads
the forepart of a lion, or bull, or snake ag symbols of
their rule; ab times also trees or fire, and in some
cases they even carried on their heads large bunches
of fragrant herbs for incense, these last serving to
enhanee their comeliness and at the same time o £l
all other men with fear and religious awe.?

On the death of Proteus his sen Remphis 3 sue-
ceeded o the threne. This ruler spent his whole
life looking after the revenunes and amassing riches
from every souree, and because of his niggardly and
miserly charaeter spent nothing either on volive
offerings to the gods or on bencfactions to the inhabi-

# O gome of these insignia op. J. H. Breasted, History of
Egupt, p. 38; the snake wus the symbol of the Northern
Kingdom, the sserad uracus,

% Ramses IIl, the Rhampainitus in cornection with whom
Herodotns {2, 121) recounts the famous tale of the thieves,
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tants, Consequently, since he had been not 56 mueh
2 kingbas only an efficient steward, in the plate of a
fame based upon virtue he left a treasure larger than
that of any king before him; for according to tradi-
tion he amassed some four hundred thousand talents
of siiver and gold,

63. After %{emphis died, kings sueceeded to the
throne for seven generations who were confirmed
sluggards and devoted only to indulgence and
lyxury. Consequently, in the priestly records, no
costly building of theirs nor any deed worthy of
historical record is handed down in connection with
thern, except in the case of one ruler, Nileus, from
whom the river came to be named the Nile, thongh
formerly called Aegyptus. This ruler constructed
& very great number of canals ab opportune places
and in many ways showed himself eager to increase
the usefulness of the Nile, and therefore became the
cause of the present appellation of the river,

The eighth king, Chemmis? of Memphis, ruled
Bfty years and constracted the largest of the three
pyramids, which are numbered among the seven
wonders of the world, These pyramids, which are
situated on the side of Egypt which is towards Libya,
are one hundred and twenty stades from Memphis
and forty-five from the Nile, and by the immensity
of thelr struetures and the skill shown in their execy
tionr: they fll the beholder with wonder and astonish-
ment. For the larpgest is in the form of a square and

t Chemmis is the Cheops of Herodotas (2. 124), the Khufu
of the mopuments, Dicdorus makes the same mistake asg
Herodotus in putting the pyramid builders of the Fourth
Dyasaty {¢. 3000 3.0} after Romses Iif of the Twentieth
Diynasty {e. 1200 3.0}
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has a base length on each side of seven plethrs and a
height of over six plethra; it alse gradually tapers
to the top, where each side is ¢ix eubits long? The
entire construction is of hard stone, which is difffieslt
to work but lasts for ever; for though no fewer than
a thousand years have elapsed, as they say, to our
lifetime, or, as some writers have it, more than three
thousand four hundred, the stones remain to this day
stili preserving their origine! position and the entive
structure wndecayed. It is said that the stone was
conveyed over a great distance from Arabia? and
that the construction was effected by means of
mounds, since cranes had net yet been invented at
that time; and the most remarkable thing in the
account iz that, though the constructions were on
snch a great scale and the country round about them
consists of nothing but sand, not a trace remains
either of any mound or of the dressing of the stones,
se that they do not have the appearance of being the
slow bandiwork of men but look like a sudden crea-
tion, as though they bad been made by some god and
set down bodily in the surrounding sand, Certain
Tgyptians woild make & marvel out of these things,
saying that, inasmuch as the mounds were built of
satt and saltpetre, when the river was let in it melted
them down and completely effaced them without the
intervention of man's hand, However, there is not a

? Including the facing, which has now salmost entirely
disappeared, the Great Pyramid was originally aboat 768
feet %maé on the bage and 482 feet high,

2 The term ** Arabia ™ also designated the region lyin
between the Nile and the Red Sea, as in Herodotua (2. 8) an
Strabo (17. 1. 34). Apparently sll the material for the Great
Pyramid came from the immediate peighbourbood {cp.
Baedeker’s Egypt, pp, 124-5),
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word of truth in this, but the entire material for the
mennds, raised as they were by the labour of many
hands, was returned by the same means to the place
from which it came; for three hundred and sixty
thonsand men, as they say, were employed on the
undertaking, and the whele structure was scarcely
completed in twenty years.!

64. Upon the death of this king his brother
Cephren ? succeeded to the threne and ruled fifty-
six years; bui some say that it was not the brother
of Chemmis, but his son, named Chabryes, who took
the throne. All writers, however, agree that it was
the next ruler who, emulating the example of his
predecessor, built the second pyramid, which was the
equal of the one just mentioned in the skili displayed
in its exeeution but far behind it in size, since its base
length on each side is only a stade.®  And an inserip-
tion on the larger pyramid gives the sum of money
expended on it, since the writing sets forth that on
vegetables and purgatives for the workmen there were
paid out over sixteen hundred talents. The smaller
bears no inscription but has steps cut into one side,
And though the two kings built the pyramids to
serve as their totmbs, in the event neither of them was
buried in them; for the multitndes, becanse of the
hardships which they bad endured in the building of
them and the many cruel and vielent acts of these
kings, were filled with anger against those who had
caused their sufferings and openly threatened to tear

t The classic description of the building of the pyramids
is in Herodotus 2, 1245,

¢ The Chephren of Herodotus (2, 127), Khafre of the
monuments,

% {.e. six plethra, while the former was seven,
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* The remains, such as “ massive blocks of granite, placed
in position after the interment of the mummy to protect the
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their bodies asunder and cast them in despite out of
the tombs, Consequently each ruler when dying
enjoined upon his kinsmen to bury his body secretly
in an upmarked place.!

After these rulers Mycerinus,? to whom some give
the name Mencherinus, a son of the builder of the
first pyramid, became king. He undertook the
construction of & third pyramid, but died before the
entire structure had been completed. The base
length of each side he made three plethra, and for
fifteen courses he built the walls of black stone ? like
that found about Thebes, but the rest of it he filled
out with stene lilke that found in the other pyramids,
In size this strocture falls behind these mentioned
above, but far surpagses them in the skill displayed
in its execution and the great cost of the stone; and
on the nerth side of the pyramid is an inseription
stating that its builder was Mycerinus. This ruler,
they say, out of indignation at the cruclty of his
predecessors aspired to live an honourable life and
one devoted to the welfare of his subjects; and he
continually did many other things which might best
help to evoke the goodwill of the people towards
himself, and more especially, when he gave audiences,
he spent a great amouut of money, giving presents to
such henest men as he thought had not fared in the
courts of law as they deserved,

There are also three more pyramids, each of which
is one plethrum long on each side and in general
grave from robbers,” and other considerations all show that
this cannot have been the case {cp. Buedeker's Egypt, pp.
198, 196).

2 The Menkaure of the monuments,

3 The lower courvey of the third pyramid are of red granite,
the * Kthiopian stone *’ of Herodotus 2. 134,
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1 abv omited by Vulgate, Bekker, Dindorf.

! As regards Rhodopis the theory of H. R. Hall (Journal of
Hellenic Studies, 24 (1904), pp. 208-18) is atiractive: The
Sphinx, the cheeks of which were tinted red, was called by the
Greeks © Rhodopis (™ rosy.cheeked '), and erroneonsly sup-
posed to be female. Later they topk it to be a portrait of
the greatest Rhodopis they knew, the rosy-chesked Doricha
falthough Athenseus, 13. 59631, deunfes that her uame was
Doricha}, the famous courtesan of the Milesian colony of
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construction is like the others save in size; and these
pyramids, they say, were built by the three kings
named above for their wives.

It is generally agreed that these monuments far
surpass all other constructions in Egypt, not only in
their massiveness and cost but also in the skill dis-
played by their builders. And they say that the
architects of the monuments are more deserving of
admiration than the kings who furnished the means
for their execution; for in bringing their plans to
completion the former called upon their individaal
souls and their zeal for honour, but the latter only used
the wealth which they had inherited and the grieveus
toil of other men.  But with regard to the pyramids
there is ne complete agreement among either the
inhabitants of the country or the historians; for
according to some the kings mentioned shove were
their builders, according to others they were different
kings; for instance, it is said that Armseus built the
largest, Amesis the second, and Inaros the third.
And this last pyramid, some say, is the tomb of the
courtesan Rhodopis,! for some of the nomarchs®
became her lovers, as the account goes, and out of
their passion for her carried the building through to
completion as a jeint undertaking.

6. After the kings mentioned above Bocechoris®

Nauucratis in the Delta {op. Herodotus 2. 134 #.).  The in.
fatuation for her of Sappho’s brother Charaxus involed
Szzgriara’s rebuke; ep. BEdmonds, Lyra Graeca, I p. 205
(105,

* The governors of the provinees {nomes) of Egypt.

¥ On Bocchoris cp. chaps. 7% and 94,  His Egyptian name
wad Bokenraned {o. 726..c. 712 B.C.), the second of the two
kings of the Twenty.fourth Dynasty {cp. Fhe Combridge
Ancient History, 3. 2761,
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suceceded to the throne, a man whe was altogether
contemptible in personal appearance but in sagacity
far surpassed all former kings, Much later Egypt
was ruled by Sabaco,! who was by birth an Tthiopian
and yet in piety and uprightness far surpassed his
predecessors, A proef of his goodness may be found
in hiz abolition of the severest one of the customary
penalties {I refer to the taking of life}; for instead
of executing the condemmned he put them in chains at
forced Iabonr for the eities, and by their services
eonstructed many dykes and dug out not a few well
placed eanals; for he held that in this way he had
reduced for those who were being chastised the
severity of their punishment, while for the cities he
had precured, in exchange for nseless penalties,
something of great utility, And the excessiveness
of his plety may be inferred from a vision which he
had in a dream and his consequent abdication of the
threne. Yor he thought that the ged of Thebes
told him while he slept that he would not be able te
reign over Egypt in happiness or for any great length
of time, unless he shonld cut the bodies of all the
priests in twain and aceompanied by his retinue pass
through the very midst of them.? And when this
drearn came again and again, he summoned the
priests from all over the land and told them that by
fis presence in the conntry he was offending the god;

* This story is reminiscent of the belief that one may be
preserved from harm by passing between the parts of a
gacrificed animal; ep. Genesig, 15, 16, 17 Jereminh, 84, 18-14,
and the account in %erodutus (V. 38} of the son of Pythins,
whose bedy was cut in two and one half set on the right side
of the road and the other on the left, that the Persian army
n;aigbt pass between them on its way to the conquest of

irecee.
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for were that not the case such a cormmand would
net be given to him in his sleep.  And se he would
rather, he continued, departing pure of all defilement
from the land, deliver his life to destiny than offend
the Lord, stain his own life by an impious slaughter,
and reign over Egypt. And in the end he returned
the kingdom to the Fgyptians and retived again to
Ethiopia.

86. There being no head of the government in
Hgypt for two years, and the masses betaking them-
seives to tumults and the killing of one another,
the twelve mnost important leaders forined a solemn
jeague among theraselves, and after they had met
together for counsel in Memphis and ilat{drawn np
agreements setting forth their mutual goodwill and
loyalty they procluimed themselves kings., After
they had reigned in accordance with their oaths and
promises and had maintained their mutual concord
for a peried of fifteen years, they set about te con-
struct a eommen fomb for themselves, their thought
being that, just as in their Bfetime they had cherished
a cordial regard for one another and enjoyed equal
honours, so also after their death their bodies would
all rest in one place and the memerial which they had
erected wonld held in one embrace the glory of these
buried within, Being fullof zeal for this underiaking
they eagerly strove to surpass all preceding mlers in
the magnitade of their struetnre. For selecting a
site at the entrance te Lake Moeris in Libya ! they
coustructed their tomb of the finest stone, and they
made it in form a square but in magnitade a stade in
fength on each side; and in the carvings and, indeed,
in all the workmanship they left nothing wherein

1 (e on the west side of the Nile.
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built by the © twelve kings,” bul by Amenembet IIY of the
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succeeding rulers could excel them.2  For as & man
passed through the enclosing wall he found himself
in a court surrounded by columns, forty on each side,
and the reof of the court consisted of a single stoue,
which was worked into coffers® and adorned with
excellent paintings. This court alse contained
memorials of the native disiriet of each king and of the
temples and sacrificial rites therein, artistically por-
trayved in most beautifid palotings.  And in general,
the kings are sald to have made the plan of their
tomb on such an expensive and enormous seale that,
had they not died before the execution of their
purpose, they would have left no possibility for others
to surpass them, so far as the construction of momz-
ments is concerned.

After these kings had reigned over Egypt for
fifteen years il came to pass that the sovercignty
devolved upon ene man for the following reasons.
Psammetichus of Sails, who was one of the twelve
kings and in charge of the regions lying along the
sea, furnished wares for all merchants and especially
for the Phoeniciens and the Greeks; and siuce in
this manner he disposed of the products of his own
district at a profit and exchanged them for those of
other peoples, he was not only possessed of great
wealth but also enjoyed friendly relations with
peoples and rulers. And this was the reason, they
say, why the other kings became envious and opened
war against him. Sowe of the early historians®
however, tell this faneiful story: The generals had
Twelfth Dynasty {ep. The Cambridge dncient History, 1. p.
309; J. H. Breasted, p. 194).

2 e ornamental pancls were deeply recessed in the stone,
? The account is given by Herodotus 2. 151 £
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Untersitchung dor Quelenbonutzung bei Diodor, p. %6,

¥ bwidouévous Dindorf 1 drelopdrous.

® wdr Vogel: uty yip Vulgate, Bekker: uly ofy Dindorf,
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received an oracle to the effect that the first one of
ther number to pour a libation from a bronze bowl
to the god in Memphis should rule over all Tgypt,
and when one of the priests brought out of the temple
eleven® polden bowls, Psammetichus took off lis
Lelmet and poured the libation from . Now his
colleages, aithough suspecting his act, were not yet
ready to put him to desth, bot drove him instead
from public life, with orders that he should spend his
days in the marshes along the sea. Whether they
feli cut for this veason or because of the envy which,
as mentioned above, they felt towards him, at any
rate Psammetichus, calling mercenaries from Caria
and Jomia, overcame the others in a pitehed battle
near the city called Momemphis, and of the kings
who opposed him some were slain in the batile and
some were driven out into Libya and were no longer
ahle to dispute with him for the throne,

&7, After Psammetichus had established his
authority over the entire kingdom he built for the
god in Memphis the cast propylon and the enclosure
about the temple, supporting it with colossi # twelve
cubits high in place of pillars; and among the
mercenaries he distributed notable gifts over and
above their promised pay, gave them the region
called The Camps to dwell in, and apportioned to
therm much land in the region lying & little up the
river from the Pelusiac mouth; they being subse.
quently removed thence by Amasis, who reigned

+ Al former editors refain the reading “ twelve®® of the
MSS8.; but the parallel account in Herodotus gives the namber
ag * eleven,’’ thus furnishing the oceasion for ihe use of his
belmet by Paammetichus,

¢ Here are meant square pillars with an atiached stajue
in front; ep. p. 167, 0 &
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1 A similar aceonnt is in Herodotus (2. 154), who locates
{2. 53) the Camps more precisely at Daphnas, the modern
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many years later, and settled by him in Memplis?
And since Psammetichus had established his rule
with the aid of the mercenaries, lie henceforth
entrusted these before others with the adminisira-
tion of his empire and regularly maintained large
mercenary forces. Once in connection with a cam-
paign in Byria, when he was giving the mercenaries
a more honourable place in his order of battle by
puiting them on the right wing and showing the
native troops less honour by assigning them the
position on the left wing of the phalanx, the Bgyplians,
angered by this slight and being over two hundred
thousand strong, revelied and set out for Ethiopia,
having determined to win for themselves a country
of their own. The king at first sent some of his
geuerals to make excuse for the dishenour done to
them, but since no heed was paid to these he set out
in person after them by boat, accompanied by his
friends. And when they still continued their march
along the Nile and were about to cross the boundary
of LLgypt, he besouglyt them to change their purpose
and reminded them of their temples, their homeland,
and of their wives and children. But they, all erying
aloud and striking their spears against their shields,
declared that so long as they had weapons in their
hands they would casily find homclands; and lifting
their garments and peinting o thelr genilals they
said that so long as they had those they would never
be in want either of wives or of children. After such
a display of high courage and of utter disdain for

Tell Defenneh on the Pelusiac arm of the Nile, now 5 canal,
The mercenarics were thus strategically placed at the SByrian
entranee into Egypt.
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1 This atory of the Desertors is giveu by Herodotus {2. 38),
but in less detail.

*34

BOOK L 67 7-68 1

what among other men is regarded as of the greatest
consequence, they seized the best part of Lthiopia,
and after apportioning much land among themselves
they made their home there} _

Although Psammetichus was greatly grieved over
these things, he put i order the affairs of Egypt,
locked after the royal revenues, and then formed
alliances with both Athens and certain other Greek
states, He also regularly treated with kindness any
foreigners who sojourned in Egypt of their own free
will, and was so great an admirer of the Hellenes tIilat
he gave his sons a Greek education; and, speaking
generally, he was the first Egyptian king to open 1o
other nations the trading-places throughout the rest?
of Bgypt and to offer a large measure of security to
strangers from across the seas. For his predecessors
in power bad consistently closed Fgypt to strangers,
either killing or enslaving any who touched its shores.
Indeed, it was because of the objection to strangers
on the part of the people that the impicty of Dusiris
beeame a byword among the Greeks, although this
impicty was not actually such as it was deseribed,
but was made into a fetitious myth because of the
exceptional disrespect of the Bgyptians for ordimary
customs.

68, Four generations after Psammetichus, Apries
was king for twenty-two years, He ma_.de a cam-
paign with strong land and sea forces against Cyprus

* This reading of the S8, which hay disturbed some
editors, may properly be retained, It s understood from the
beginning of the chapter that Psammetichus could allow
toreigners bo trade only in the regions of which he was governor.
Upon bevoming king he extends that privilege ever * the rest’
of Beypt.
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and Phoenicia, took Bidon by storm, and so terrified
the other cities of Phoenicia that he secured their
submission; he also defeated the Phoenicians and
Cyprians in & great sea-battle and returned te Egypt
with mueh beoty.  After this he sent a strong native
foree against Cyrend and Bare? and, when the larger
park of it was lost, the survivors became estranged
from him; for they feltthat he had organized the ex-
pedition with a view to its destruction in order that
his rule over the rest of the Egyptians might be more
secure, and so they revolied. ‘The man sent by the
king to treat with them, one Amasis, 2 prominent
Egyptian, paid no attention to the orders given him to
effect a reconcillation, but, on the contrary, inereased
their estrangement, joined their revolt, and was him-
self chosen king* When a little later all the rest of
the native Egyptians also went over to Amasis, the
king was in such straits that he was forced to fice for
safety to the mereenaries, whe numbered some thirty
thounsand men. A pitched battle accordingly took
place near the village of Maria and the Egyptians
prevailed in the struggle; Apries fell alive into the
lrands of the enemy and was strangled to death, and
Amasis, arranging the affaiss of the kingdom in
whatever manner seemed o him best, ruled over the
Egyptians in accordance with the laws and was held
in great favour. He also reduced the cities of Cyprus
ang adorned many temples with noteworthy votive
offerings. After a reign of fifty-five years he ended

b Amasis {Ahmose I of the Twenty-sixth Dynasty) reigned

560—526-5 B.C., the first three years of hiy reign coinciding
with the last three years of Apries.

¥ grpuyyehcfels Dindorl: orpayyarifes.
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his days at the time when Cambyses, the king of the
Persians, attacked Egypt, in the third year of the

Sixty-third Olympiad, that in which Parmenides of sies
h: KN

Camnarina won the ¢ stadion.” 2

69. Now that we have disoussed sufficiently the
deeds of the kings of I*Zgy?t froin the very earliest
times down to the death of Amasis, we shali record
the other events in their proper chronological setting,
but at this point we shall give a summary account of
the customs of figypt, both those which are especially
strange and those which can be of most value to our
readers. For many of the customs that obtained in
ancient days among the Egyptians have not only
been accepted by the present inhabitants but have
aroused no little admiration ameng the Greeks, and
for that reason those men who have won the greatest
repute in intellectual things have been eager to visit
Egypt in order to scquaint themselves with its laws
and institutions, which they considered to be worthy
of note. For despite the fact that for the reasons
mentioned shove strangers found it difficalt in early
times to enter the country,it wasnevertheless eagerly
visited by Orpheus and the poet Homer in the earliest
times and in later times by many others, such as
Pythagoras of Samos and Solor the lawgiver.? Now
it is maintained by the Fgyptians that it was they
whe first discovered writing and the ohservation of
the stars, who also discovered the basic prineiples of
geometry and most of the arts, and established the
best laws. And the best proof of all this, they say,
lies in the fact that Egypt for more than four

L The famons foob race at Oiynpia, 6063 feet jong.
3 Cp for Grphens, chap. 23, for Hemer, chap 12, for
Pythagoras and Solen, chap. 98
239
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thousand seven hundred years was ruled over by kings
of whom the majority were native Fgyptians, and
that the land was the most prosperous of the whele
irhabited world; for these things could never have
been true of any people which did not enjoy mest
excellent customs and laws and the stitutions which
promote culture of every kind. Now as for the
stories invented by Herodotus and certain writers on
Egyptian affairs, who deliberately preferred to the
truth the telling of marvelious tales and the invention
of myths for the delectation of their readers, these we
shall omit, and we shall set forth orly what appears
in the written records of the priests of Egypt and has
passed our careful serutiny.

70. In the first place, then, the life which the kingg
of the Egyptians lived was not like that of other men
whe enjoy autoeratic power and do in all matters
exactly as they please without being heid to account,
but ali their acts were regulated by preseriptions set
forth in laws, not only their administrative acts, but
alse thoge that had to de with the way in which they
spent their time from day te day, and with the food
which they ate. In the matter of thelr secvants, for
instance, not one was a slave, such as had been
acquired by purchase or born in the home, but all
were sons of the most distinguished priests, over
twenty years old and the best educated of their
fellow-countrymaen, in order that the king, by virtue of
his having the noblest men to care for his person and
to attend him throughout beth day and night, might
foliow no low practices; for no ruler advances far
along the road of evil unless he has those about him
who will minister to his passions. And the hours of
both the day and night were laid out aceording o a
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BOOK 1. 70, 3-8

plan, and at the specified hours it was absolutely
required of the king that he should do what the laws
stipulated and not what he thought best. For
instance, in the morning, as soon as he was awake,
he first of all had to receive the letters which had been
sent from all sides, the purpose being that he might
be able to despatch all administrative business and
performn every act properly, being thus accurately
informed sabeut everything that was being done
throughout his kingdorn. Then, after he had bathed
and bedecked his body with rich garments and the
insignia of his office, he had to sacrifice to the gods,
When the victims had been brought to the altar
it was the custom for the high priest to stand near
the king, with the common people of Egypt gathered
around, and pray in a loud voice that health and
all the other good things of life be given the king
if he maintains justice towards his subjecis. And
an open confession had also te be made of each and
every virtae of the king, the priest saying that
towards the gods he was plously disposed and
towards men most kindly; for be was self-controlled
and just and wmagnanimons, truthful, and genercus
with his possessions, and, in a word, superior to
every desire, and that he punished crimes less
severely than they deserved and rendered to his
benefactors a gratitude exceeding the benefaction,
And after reciting much more in 2 similar vein he
concluded his prayer with a curse concerning things
done in wrror, exempting the king from all blame
therefor and asking that both the evil consequences
and the punishment should fall upon these who
served him and had taught him evil things. Al
this he wonid de, partly to lead the king io fear
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BOOK L 70. 871, ¢

the gods and live a life pleasing to them, and partly
to accustom him to a proper manner of condact,
not by sharp admenitions, but through praises that
were agreeable and most conducive to virtue,  After
this, whenr the king had performed the divination
from the entrails of a calf and had found the omens
rood, the gnered seribe read before the assemblage
?rem out of the sacred books some of the edifying
connsels and deeds of their most distinguished men,
in order that he whe held the supreme leadership
shouid first contemplate in his mind the most cxeel-
lent general principles and then turn to the pre-
seribed administration of the several functions. For
there was a set time not only for his holding aundiences
or rendering judgments, but even for his taking a
walk, bathing, and sleeping with his wife, and, in a
word, for every aet of his life. And it was the
custorn for the kings to parizke of delicate food,
eating no other meat than veal and duek, and
drinking only a prescribed amonnt of wine, which
was not enough to make them unreasonably surfeited
or drunken. And, speaking generally, their whole
diet was ordered with such continence that it had
the appearance of having been drawn up, not by a
iawgiver, but by the most skilled of their physicians,
with only their health in view.

71, Strange as it may appear that the king did
not have the entire centrol of his daily fare, far
more remarkable still was the fact that kings were
not allowed to render any legal decision or transact
any business at random or to punish anyone through
malice or in anger or for any other unjust reason,

# udvar Vool : pdver Vulyate, Bekker, Dindord,
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BOOK 1. 71. 1-72. 1

but enly in accordance with the established laws
relative te ecach offence. And in following the
dictates of custom in these matters, so far were they
from being indignant or taking offence in their souls,
that, en the contrary, they actually held that they
led & most happy life; for they helieved that all
other men, in thoughtlessly following iheir natural
passions, commit many acts which bring them
injuries and perils, and that oftentimes some who
realize that they are about to commit a sin neverthe-
jess do base acts when overpowered by love or hatred
or some other passion, while they, on the other hand,
by virtue of their having cultivated a manner of
life which had been chosen before all others by the
most prudent of all men, fell into the fewest mistakes,
And since the kings followed so righteous a course
in dealing with their subjects, the people manifested
a goodwill towards their rulers which surpassed even
the affection they had for their own kinsmen; for
nol only the order of the priests but, in short, all
the inhabitants of Egypt were less concerned for
thelr wives and children and their other cherished
possessions than for the safety of their kings. Conse-
quently, during racst of the time covered by the
reigns of the kings of whom we have a reeord, they
maintained an orderly civil goverament and con-
tinued to enjoy a most felicitous life, so long as the
system of laws deseribed was in foree; and, more
than that, they conquered more nations and achieved
greater wealth than any other people, and adorned
their lands with monuments and buildings never to
be surpassed, and their cities with costly dedications
of every deseription,

T2, Again, the Fgypiian ceremenies which fol.
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BOOK I. 72. 1-3

lowed upon the death of & king afforded no small
proof of the goodwill of the people towards their
rulers; for the fact that the honour which they
paid was to one who was fnsensible of it constituted
an suthentic testimony to iis sincerity. ¥Tor when
any king died all the inhabitants of Egypt nnited in
mourning for him, rending their gannents, closing
the temaples, stopping the sacrifices, and celebrating
no festivals for seveniy-two days; and plastering
their heads with mud and wrapping strips of linen
cloth below their breasts, women as well as men
went zhont in groups of two or three hmndred, and
twice each day, reciling the dirge in a rhythmic chant,
they sang the praises of the deceased, recalling his
virtues; nor would they eat the flesh of any living
thing or food prepared from wheat, and they abstained
from wine and luxury of any sort.  And no one would
ever have seen fit to make use of batlis or unguents
or soft bedding, nay mere, would not even have
dared te indnlge in sexual pleasures, but every
Egyptian grieved and monrned during those seventy-
two days as if it were his own beloved child that had
died. But during this interval they had made
splendid preparations for the burial, and on the last
dr;y, placing the coffin containing the body before
the entrance to the tomb, they set up, as custom
prescribed, a tribunal to sit in judginent upon the
deeds done by the deceased during his life. And
when permission had been given to anyone whe so
wished to lay complaint against him, the priests
praised all his noble deeds one after another, and

1 Iy Bekker, Vogei: ¢dpec AB, Dindorl
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the eommon people whoe had gathered in myriads
to the funeral, listening to them, shouted their
approval if the king had led a worthy life, bat if
he had not, they raised a clamour of protest. And
in fact many kings have been deprived of the publie
burial customarily accorded them because of the
opposition of the people;?! the result was, conse-
quently, that the successive kings practised justice,
not merely for the reasons just mentioned, but also
because of their fear of the despite which would be
shown their bedy after death and of eternal
oblogquy.

Of the customs, then, touching the early kings
these are the most important.

73. And since Bgypt as a whole is divided into
several parts which in Greek are called nomes, over
each of these s nomareh is appointed who is eharged
with both the oversight and care of all iis affairs,
Furthermore, the entire country is divided into
three parts, the first of which is held by the order
of the priesis, which is accorded the greatest venera-
tion by the inhabitants both because these men
have charge of the worship of the gods and because
by virtue of their education they bring to bear a
hgher intelligence than others, With the income
from these holdings? of land they perform all the
sacrifices throughout Egyptl, maintain their assigts
ants, and minister to their own needs; for it has
always been held that the honours paid to the gods
should never be changed, bub should ever be per-
formed by the same men and in the same manner,

wnd some fifleen per cent. of theland, not to mention property
of other nature, and their power materially incressed in the
succeeding centuries.
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BOOK L 73 3-8

and that these who deliberate on behalf of all should
not lack the necessities of life.  For, speaking gener-
ally, the priests are the first to deliberate upon the
most impertant matters and are abways at the king's
side, somethmes as his assistants, sometimes to
propese imeasures and give instructions, and they
alse, by their knowledge of astrolegy and of divina-
tion, forecast future events, and read to the king,
out of the record of acts preserved in their saered
hooks, those which can be of assistance. TFor it is
not the case with the Hgyptians as it s with the
Greeks, that a single man or a single woman iakes
over the priesthood, but many are engaged in the
sacrifices and honours pald the gods and pass on to
their descendants the same rule of life. They also
pay no taxes of any kind, and in repute and in power
are second after the kin%.

The second part of the couniry has been taken
over by the kings for their revenues, out of which
they pay the cost of their wars, support the splendour
of their court, and reward with fitting gifts any who
have distinguished themselves; and they do not
swamp the private citizens by taxation, since their
income from these revenues gives them a great
plenty.

The last part is held by the warriors, as they are
called, who are subject to call for all military duties,
the purpose being that those who hazard their lives
may be most loyal to the country because of such
allotment of land and thus may eagerly face the
perils of war.  For it would be absurd to entrust the
safety of the entire nation to these men and yet
lrave them possess in the eouniry ne property to
fight for valzable enough fo arcuse their ardour.
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BOOK 1. 73 B-74. 4

But the most mportant consideration is the fact that,
if they are well-to-do, they will readily beget children
and thus so increase the pepulation that the country
will not need 1o call in any 1nercenary troops. And
since their calling, like that of the priests, is here-
ditary, the warriors are inciied lo bravery by the
distinguished records of their fathers and, inasmuch
as they become zealous students of warfare from
their boyhood up, they turn out to be invincible by
reason of their daring and skill?

T4, There are three other classes of free citizens,
namely, the herdsmen, the husbandmen, and the
arlisans. Now the husbandmen rent on moderate
terms the arable land held by the king and the
priests and the warriors, and spend their entire time
in tilling the soil; and since from very infancy they
are brought up in connection with the various tasks
of farming, they are far more experienced i such
matters than the hushandmen of a.n other nation;
for of all mankind they acquire the most exact
knowledge of the nature of the soil, the use of water
in irrigation, the limes of sowing and reaping, and
the harvesting of the crops in general, some details
of which they have learned from the observations of
their ancestors and others in the scheol of their own
experience. And what has been said applies equally
well to the herdsmen, who receive the care of animals
from their fathers as if by a law of inheritance, and
follow a pastoral life all the days of their existence.
They have recelved, it is true, much from their
ancestors relative to the best care and feeding of
grazing animals, but to this they add not a little

L The fullest sceount of this warrior caste i in Herodotus
Z 164 .
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by reason of their own interest in such matters;
and the mest astonishing fact is thet, by reason of
their unusual application to such matters, the men
whe have charge of peultry and geese, in addition
te producing them in the natural way known te all
mankind, raise them by their own hands, by virtue
of a skill peculiar to them, in numbers beyond
telling; for they do not use the birds for hatching
the eggs, but, in effecting this themselves artificially
by their own wit and skill in an astounding manner,
they are not surpassed by the operations of nature®
Turthermore, oue may see that the crafts also
among the Bgyptians are very diligently cultivated
and brought to their proper development; for they
are the only people where all the crafismen ave
forbidden to follow any other occupation or belong to
any other class of eitizens than those stipuiated by the
laws and handed down to them from their parents,
the result being that neither ll-will towards 2 teacher
nor political distractions nor any other thing inter-
feres with their interest in their work., For whereas
among all other peoples it can be observed that the
artisans are distracted in mind by many things,
and through the desive to advance themselves do
not stick exclustvely to their own oceupation; for
some {ry their hands at agriculture, some dabble in
trade, and some cling to twe or three crafts, and
in states having a democratic form of government
vast numbers of them, trooping to the meetings of the
Assembly, ruin the work of the government, while
they make a profit for themselves at the expense of
3 Ascording to Avistotle {Historia Animaliwm, 6. 2) this
artificial hatcﬁing was effectod by burying the eggs in dung,
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demoeracies of Greece, Athens in all probability being es.
pecially in his mind, where the citizens, according to kim, leave

258

BOOK 1 74 7-75. 4

others who pay them their waged yet among the
Egyptians if any artisan should take part in public
affairs or pursue several crafls he is severely punished,

Such, then, were the divisions of the citizens,
maintained by the early inhabitants of Bgypt, and
their devotion to their own class which they inherited
from their ancestors,

75, In thelr administration of justice the Hgyptians
also showed no merely casual interest, holding that
the decisions of the courts exercise the greatest
influence upon community life, and this in each
of thewr two aspects, For it was evident to them
that if the offenders against the law should be
punished and the injured parties shonld be afforded
snecour there would be an ideal correction of wrong-
doing; but if, on the other hand, the fear which
wrongdoers have of the judgmenis of the courts
shouid be brought to naught by bribery or favour,
they saw that the break-up of community life
would follow, Consequently, by appointing the best
men from the most important cities as judges over
the whole land they did not fall shart of the end
which they had In mind. For from Helopolls and
Thebes and Memphis they used to choose ten judges
from each, and this court was regarded as in no way
inferior to that cormaposed of the Areopagitesat Athens
or of the Elders? at Bparta, And when the thirty
assembled they ehose the best one of their number and
made him chief justice, and In his stead the city sent
their tasks to participate in the affairs of the state, apparently
being paid by their employers while thus engaged and receiving
an additional eompensation from the state,

2 ke bodles were known ss the Counei] of the Areopagus

and the Gerousia respectively the lafter is described in Book
i7. 104,

259



DIODORUS OF BICILY

doréaTedher 7 wé)u.r; érepoy &xaa‘-n}y. aw'rafem
&¢ Téw azrafyrcacmv wapa Tod ;Qarn)\.ewq Tols pév
Bmacf?‘am icaval Tpos Siarpodiy sxopq’yavwo,
574 & apxzﬁmaa"m roAAan Moo, eanpez
ov'mg- wept Tow 'Tde?;?LGV éx ypurils dlvoewns
np'rmzemv é’w&ov Taw  wohuTeAdr Aifwp, 3
arpooyyopevor AhdBeiar. THr 8 dudiaBnTioeny
Hdpxorte emebart Ty i "Alnfelas elnéva o
3 apyidinacriy wpéoboiro, riw B¢ 'rrciwuw vé;zmy
& ,8:;97&501.5‘ brrdy  yeypapuévor, xal 'mv'mw
Taparces;.tsvwv rois 5&&&0‘7&59, éfos dv rov p.cv
rca'rq'yopov 'ypm}rm raf v dv dvexdher ral wie
yéyove xai Tov dfiav Tot 4bwfuates # i
BAdfBns, rov :iw*o?\.afym}pemv 8¢ Nafovra v
j){pnpa'rwﬁ’éy bwd Thv  dvTidixey av‘wypm{rm
rpog exaa"'mv s ovx Ewpaker wpafac ol
Botanoer § adinoas drroves Inpias &Eide dore
] TUYEIr. ST PORLEOY Y TOV KATIVOPOY dyTie
npayrat xai wEMY Thr dmohoyoluevor drrifeivas.
augorépwy 8¢ v avribixwy 14 yeypappéva Sis
Tols Sixacraly Sdvror, T ThmxavrT ESer rols
#éy rprdrorra TES yropas € aAATAcS Gmodai-
vealfas, rov apyibcactiy 8¢ 1d {plor i
"Adnpbeias wpoaribeafar T érépa TV dpdioSy-
T?fﬁemp
76, Tov’rg; 8¢ 74 'rpmrg; Tae wpiasts 'mwac;
FUvrTENeiy 'rov? Awmr-rmvc, yopaé’owas‘ S péy
700 Aéyetr robs auwpyépous woAAE Tols Sixalvis
émiaroTiaely kal yap Tag réyvas Tdy pyroper
kal thy 1Hs Uwonpioews ~yoyrelav xai va rtév

1 fresdy Beller, Dindord.
260

BOOK L. 75, 476 ¢

another judge. Allowances to provide for their needs
were supplied by the king, to the jndges sufficient for
their maintenange, and many times as much to the
chief iustice. The latter regularly wore suspended
from his neck by a golden ¢hain a small image made of
precious stones, whieh they called Truth;, the hearings
of the pleas coninenced whenever the chief justice
put on the image of Truth, The entire body of
the laws was written down in eight velunes which
lay before the judges, and the custom was that the
accuser should present in writing the particnlars of
his complaint, namely, the charge, how the thing
happened, and the amount of infury or damage done,
whereupon the defendant would take the document
submitted by his opponents in the suit and reply in
writing to each charge, to the effect either that he
did not commit the deed, or, if he did, that he was
not guilty of wrongdeing, or, if he was guilty of
wrongdoing, that he should receive a lighter penalty.
After that, the law required that the accuser should
reply to this in writing and that the defendant
should offer a rebuttal. And after both parties had
twice presented thelr staiements in writing to the
judges, it was the duty of the thirty at onece to
declare their opinions smong themselves and of the
chief justice to place the image of Truth upon one
or the other of the two pleas which had been
presented,

76, This was the manner, as their aceount goes, in
which the Egyptians conducted all court proceed-
ings, since they believed that i the advocates were
allowed to speak they would greatly becloud the
justice of a case; for they knew that the clever
devices of orators, the cunning witchery of their
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delivery, and the tears of the secused would influence
many to overiook the severity of the laws and the
strictness of truth; at any rate they were aware
that men who are highly respected as judges are
often carried away by the elogquence of the advo-
cates, either becanse they are deceived, or becanse
they are won over by the spesker’s charm, or because
the emotion of pity has been aroused in themy?
but by having the parties to a suit present their
pleas In writing, {t was their opinion that the jndg-
ments would be strict, only the bare facis being
taken into acconnt. For in that case there would
be the least chance that gifted speakers would have
ar advaniage over the slower, or the well-practised
over the inexperienced, or the audacious liars over
those who were truth-loving and restrained in char-
acter, but all would get their just dues on an equal
footing, since by the provision of the laws ample
time is taken, on the one hand by the disputants for
the examination of the arguments of the other side,
and, on the other hand, by the judges for the com-
parison of the allegations of bhoth parties.

77. Sinee we have spoken of their legislation, we
feel that i will not be foreign to the plan of our
history te present such laws of the Egyptians as
were espeeally old or teok on an extraordinary
form, or, in general, can be of help to lovers of
reading. Now in the first place, their penalty for
perinrers was death, on the ground thai such men
are guilty of the two greatest transgressions—being
impious fowards the gods and overthrowing the

I It is intevesting to observe that the Egypiians sre sup-
posed to be farpiliar with the weaknesses of the Attic courts.
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mightiest pledge known among ment Again, if a
man, walking on a road in Egypt, saw a person
being killed or, in a word, suffering any kind of
violenee and did not come to his aid ¥ able to do
so, he had to die; and if he was truly prevented
from aiding the person because of inability, he was
in any case required io lodge information against
the bandits and o bring an action against their
lawless act: and in case he failed to do this as the
law required, it was required that he be scourged
with 2 fived number of stripes and be deprived of
every kind of food for thre¢ days.  These who brenght
false accusations against others had to suffer the
penalty that would have been meted out to the
aceused persons had they been adjndged guilty.
All Egyptians were also severnlly required o snbmit
to the magistrates a written declaration of the sourees
of their livelihood, and any man making a false declara-
tion or gaining an untawful means of livelihood % had
to pay the death penalty., And it is said that Selon,
after his visit to Egypt, brought this law to Athens?
¥ anyone intentionally killed a free man or a slave
the laws enjoined that he be put to death for they,
in the first place, wished that it should not be through
the accidental differences in men’s condition in life
but through the principles governing their actions
that all men should be restrained from evil deeds,
and, on the other hand, they sought to accustom
mankind, through such consideration for slaves, to
refrain all the more from committing any offence
whatever against freemen,

1 Herodotus (2. ITT) makes the same stafement, buf

Plutarch {Sofon, 31), on the suthorify of Theophraslus,
attributes s aimilar law, not to Solon, but to Pelsistratus.
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In the case of parents who had slain their clildren,
though the laws did not preseribe death, yet the
offenders had to hold the dead body in their arms
for three successive days and nights, under the sur-
veillance of a state guard; for it was not eonsidered
just to deprive of life those who had given life to
their children, but rather by a warning which brought.
with it pain and repentance to turn them from such
deeds. But for children who had killed their parents
they reserved an extraordinary punishment; for it
was required that those found guilly of this erime
should have pieces of flesh about the size of a finger
cut out of their bodies with sharp reeds and then be
put on a bed of thorns and burned alive; for they
hield that to take by violence the life of those whe
had given them life was the greatest cyime possible
to man. Pregnant women who had been condemned
to death were not exeonted nntil they had been
delivered., The same law has also been enacted by
many Greek states, since they held it entirely mnjust
that the innocent should suffer the same punishment
as the guilty, that a penalty should be exaeted of
two for only one transgression, and, further, that,
gince the crime had been actuated by an evil inten-
tion, a being as yet withont intelligence should re-
ceive the same correction, and, what is the most
important consideration, that i view of the fact
that the guilt had been laid at the door of the preg-
nant mother it was by no means proper that the child,
who belongs to the father as well as to the mother,
should be despatehed; for a man may properly
consider judges who spare the life of a murderer to
be no worse than other judges who destroy that
which is guilty of no crime whatsoever,
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Now of the laws dealing with murder these are
those which are thought to have been the most
suceessful.

8. Ameng their other laws one, which concerned
military affairs, made the punishment of deserters or
of any who dissbeyed the command of their leaders,
not death, but the uttermost disgrace; but if later
on such men wiped sut their disgrace by a display of
manly courage, they were restored to their former
freedom of speech!  Thus the lawgiver at the same
time made disgrace a more terrible punishment than
death, in order to accusiom all the people to consider
dishonour the greatest of evils, and he also believed
that, while dead men would never be of value to
society, men who had been disgraced would do many
a good deed through their desire to regain freedom
of speech. In the case of those who had disclosed
military secrets to the enemy the law prescribed that
their tongues should be cut out, while in the case of
counterfeiters or falsifiers of measnres and weights
or imitators of seals, and of official seribes who made
false entries or erased items, and of any whe addueed
false documents, it ordered that both their hands
should be cut off, to the end that the offender, being
punished in respect of those members of his body
that were the instruments of his wrongdoeing, should
himself keep unti] death his irreparable misfortune,
and atthe same time, by serving as a warning example
to others, should torn them from the commission of
similar offences,

phed that a man was as good s any other, that he could
hold up his head among his fellows. Position of self-
respect and equality 7 iz approximately what it means in
this sentence and the following.
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b gfe: Cobet » Tler.

1 Cp. chap. 85,
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Severe also were their laws touching women.  For
if a man had violated 2 free married woman, they
stipulated that he be emasculated, considering that
such a person by a single unlawful act had been guilty
of the three greatest crimes, assaalt, abduction, and
confusion of offspring; but if 2 man committed
aduttery with the woman’s consent, the laws ordered
that the man should receive a thousand blows with
the rod, and that the woman shonld have her nose cut
off, on the ground that a woman whe tricks herself
out with an eye to forbidden Heence shouid be
deprived of that which contribntes most to a woman's
comeliness.

79. Their Jaws governing coniracts they attribute
to Boechorig 1 T%ese prescribe thai men who had
berrowed meney withont signing a bend, # they
denied the indebtedness, migﬁ? take an oath to that
eflect and be cleared of the obligation. The purpose
was, in the first place, that men might stand in awe
of the gods by attributing great fmportanee to oaths,
for, since i I3 manifest that the man who has re-
peatediy taken such an oath will in the end lose the
confidence which others had in him, everyone will
consider it a matier of the uimost concern not to
have recourse to the oath lest he forfeft his credit.
Ix the second place, the lawgiver assmmed that by
basing confidence entirely npon a2 man's sense of
hononr he wonld incite all men to be virtuous in
character, in order that they might not be talked
absut as being unworthy of confidence ; and, furthey-
meore, he held it to be unjust that men who had been
trusted with a loan without an oath should not be
trusted when they gave their oath regarding the
same transaction. And whoever lent money aleng
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b oy Beliker: +de.
% uéw Dindorf: py D, omitted by all other MSS.

1 The famous Seisachthein {* shaking off of burdens®’} of
Solon in 584 B.0. declnred void existing pledges in land,
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with a written bond was forbidden to de more than
deuble the principal froms the interest.

In the case of debioss the lawgiver ruled that the
repayment of loans eonld be cxacted only from a
wan's estate, and suder no condition did he allow
the debter’s person o be subject to scizure, holding
that whiereas property should belong to these who had
amassed it or had received it from some earlier holder
by way of a gift, the bedies of citizens should belong
to the state, o the end that the state might avail
itself of the serviees which its citizens owed it, in
thnes of both war and peace.  For it would be absurd,
he felt, that a seldier, at the moment perhaps when
he was setting forth to fight for his fatherland, <hould
he haled to prisen by his creditor for an unpaid losn,
and that the greed of private citizens sheuld in this
way endauger the safety of all.  Aud it appears that
Solon took this law alse to Athens, calling it a ™ dis-
burdemment,””* when he abselved all the eitizens of
the loais, seeured by their persons, whicl: they owed.
But certaln individuals find fault, and act without
reason, with the majority of the Greek lwgivers,
who forbade the taking of weapons and ploughs and
other quite indispensabie things as security for loans,
but nevertheless allowed the men whe wonld use
these implements o be subjeet to imprisonment.

80. The Fgyptian law dealing with thicves was
also a very pecubiar one.  For it bade any who clisse
to follow this oceupation to enter their names with

granted freedom to all men enslaved for debt, and probably
canceiied all debts which invelved any form of personal
servitude, by these measures effecting the complete freedom
of all debt slaves or dobt serfs in Atticn {op. Adeock in The
Cambridge Ancient History, 4. p. 37 L)
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the Chief of the Thieves and by agreement to bring
to him immediately the stolen articles, while any who
had been robbed filed with him in like manner a lst
of all the missing articles, stating the place, the day,
and the hour of the loss.  And since by this method
all lost articles were rveadily found, the swner who
had lost anything bad only to pay one-fourth of its
value in order to recover just what belonged to him,
For as it was bmpossible to keep all mankind from
stealing, the lawgiver devised a scheme whereby
every article lost would be recovered upen payment
of a small ransom,

In accordance with the marriage-customs of the
Hgyptians the priests have but one wife, but any sther
man takes as reany as he may determine}! and the
Egyptians are required to raisc all their children
in order to increase the populaiion,? on the ground
that large numbers are the greatest factor in increas-
ing the prosperity of both eountry and cities, Nor
do they hokl any child a bastard, even though he
was born of a slave mother; for they have {aken the
general position that the father is the sole author
of procreation and that the mother only supplies
the fetes with nourishment and & place to live, and
they call the trees which bear fruit ** male " and those
which do not ** female,” exactly opposite to the Greek
usage. They feed their children in a sort of happy-
go-lucky fashiop that in its inexpensiveness quite
surpasses belief; for they serve them with stews

t According to Herodotus {2, 02) momogamy was the
prevailing custom, but he was certainiy in error so far as the
weslthier clanses were coneerned.

3 {2 the exposure of children, which was still practised
amony gome Greeks in Diedorus’ day, was forkidden.
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* There were, in fack, three kinds of Egyptian writing, (1}

=]

the hierogiyphie, (2) the hieratie, and {2) the demotic, the last
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made of any stufl that is ready to hand and cheap,
and give them such stalks of the hyblos plant as can
be roasted in the ceals, and the roots and stems of
marsh planis, either raw or boiled or baked., And
since most of the children are reared without shoes
or clothing beeause of the mildaess of the climate
of the conntry, the entire expense inenrred by the
parents of a child until it comes to maturity is not
more than twenty drachmas.  These are the leading
reasons why Egypt has such an extraordinarily
large population, and it is because of this fact that
she possesses a vagt number of great monuments,
81, In the education of their sons the priests
teach them two kinds of writing, that which is called
* saered ” and that which is used in the more general
instruction? Geometry ? and arithmetic are given
special attention. For the river, by changing the
face of the couniry each year in manifold ways, gives
rise to many and varied disputes between neighbours
over their boundary lines, and these disputes eannot
be easily tested out with any exactness nnless a
geometer works out the truth scientifically by the
application of his experience. And arithmetic is
serviceable with reference to the business affairs
connected with making a living and alse in applying
the principles of geometry, and likewise is of no
small assistance e students of astrology as well
For the positiens and arrangements of the stars as

being that In general use in the fime of Dicdorus.  Incommon
with Herodotus (2. 38), Diodorus faila to distinguish between
the first and second,

t Here “geowmetey ™ is used in ity original mesning,
“ megsurement of the earth,’” and * goometer’’ below moans
" surveyor.”
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well as their motions have always been the subject
of careful observation among the Hgyptians, if any-
where in the world; they have preserved to thiz day
the records concerning each ofp these stars over an
incredible number of years, this subject of study
having been realously preserved among them. from
ancient times, and they have also observed with the
utmost avidity the motions and orbits and stoppings
of the planets, as well as the influences of each one
on the generation of all living things—the good or
the evil effects, namely, of which they are the cause.
And while they are often suceessful in predicting to
men the events which are going to befa??them in the
course of their lives, not infrequently they foretell
destructions of the crops or, on the other hand,
sbundant yields, and pestilences that are to attack
men or beasts, and as a result of their long observa-
tions they have prior knowledge of earthquakes and
foads, of the risings of the comets, and of all things
whick the erdinary man looks upon as beyond all
finding out. And according to them the Chaldacans
of Basbylon, being colonists from Egypt, enjoy the
fame which they have for their astrology because they
learned that science from the priests of Egypt.

As to the general masy of the Egyptians, they are
instructed from their childhood by their fathers or
kinsmen in the practices proper o each manner of
life as previously described by us; ¥ but as for reading
and writing, the Egyptians at large give their
children enly a superficial instruction in them, and
not all do this, but for the most part only those who
are engaged in the crafis. o wrestling and musie,

X Cp. chaps. 43, 70, 74.
t Bibdoworras Reiske, Bekker, Dindorf,
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however, it is not customary among them o receive
any instruction at all;* for they hold that from the
daily exercises in wrestling their yorng men will gain,
not health, but a vigour that is only temporary and
in faet quite dangerous, while they consider musie
to be not only useless but even harmful, since it
makes the spirits of the listeners effeminate.

82, In order to prevent sicknesses they look after
the health of their bodies by means of drenches,
fastings, and emetics,? sometimes every day and some-
times at intervals of three or four days. TFor they
say that the larger part of the food taken lnte the
body is superfluous and that it is from this superfluons
part that diseases are engendered: consequently
the treatment just mentioned, by removing the be-

mnings of disease, would be most likely to produce

ealth, On theirmilitary campaigns and their journeys
in the couniry they all receive trestment without
the payment of any private fee: for the physicians
draw their support from public funds and administer
their ireatments in accordance with 2 written law
which was composed in ancient thnes by many
famous physicians. If they follow the rules of this
faw as they read them in the sacred book and yet
are unable to save their patient, they are absolved
from any charge and go unpunished; but if they go
contrary e the law's prescriptions in any respect,
they must snbmit to a trial with death as the penalty,
the lawgiver holding that but few physicians would
ever show themselves wiser than the mode of treat-
ment which had been closely followed for a long

t Dicdorns is coutrasting the Egyptian athitude foward
these subjects with the emphasis Inad apon them in Greek

edneation.
2 Cp. Herodotas 2. 71
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period and had been originally prescribed by the
ablest practitioners.

83. As regards the consecration of animals in
Egypt, the practice naturally appears to many to be
extraordinary and worthy of investigation. ¥or the
Egyptians venerate certain animals exceedingly, not
only during their lifetime but even after their death,
sac{ ag cats, ichnenmons and dogs, and, again, hawks
and the birds which they call * ibis,” as well ag wolves
and erocodiles and a number of other animals of that
kind, and the reasons for such worship we shall
undertake to set forth, after we have Exst spoken
briefly sbout the animals themselves.

In the first place, for each kind of animal that is
accorded this worship there has been consecrated a
portion of land which returns a revenue sufficient for
their care and sustenance; moreover, the Egyptians
make vows to certain gods on behalf of their children
who have been delivered from an illness, in which
case they shave off their hair and weigh it against
giiver or gold, and then give the money io the
attendants of the animals mentioned. These cut up
flesh for the hawks and calling them with a Joud cry
toss it up to them, as they swoop by, until they catch
it, while for the cats and ichneumons they break
up bread into milk and calling them with a clucking
sound set it before them, or else they cut uwp fish
caught in the Nile and feed the fesh lo them raw;
and in like manner each of the other kinds of animals
is provided with the appropriate food,  And as for the
various services whic;: these animals require, the
Pgyptians not only do nol try to avoid them or feel

% The famous discussion of the cats of Egypt s in
Herodotus, 2, 667,
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ashamed to be seen by the crowds as they perform
them, but on the eontrary, in the belief that they are
engaged in the meost serious rites of divine worship,
they assume airs of importanee, and wearing special
insigniz make the rounds of the eities and the
countryside. And since it can be seen from afar
in the service of what animals they are engaged, all
who meet them fall down before them and render
them henour.

When one of these animals dies they wrap it in
fine linen and then, wailing and beating their breasts,
carry it off to be embalmed; and after it has been
treated with cedar oil and sueh gpices as have the
quality of imparting a pleasant odowr and of pre-
serving the bedy for a long thime ! they lay # away in
a conseerated tomb. And wheever intentionally
kills one of these animals is put to death, unless it be
a eat or an ibis that he kills; but if he kills one of
these, whether intentionally or unintentionally, he is
certainly put to death, for the common people gather
in erowds and deal with the perpetrator mmost eruelly,
sometimes doing this without waiting for a trial
And because of their fear of such a punishment any
whe have caught sight of one of these animals lying
dead withdraw to a great distance and shout wit
lamentations and protestations that they found the
animal aimadﬁ dead. So deeply implanted alse in
the hearts of the common people 13 their superstitious
regard for these animals and se analterable are the
emotions cherished by every man regarding the
honour due to thein that once, at the time when
Ptolemy their king had not as yet been given by the

* Avcording to Herodotus {2, 87) thiz was a less expensive
methed of embalming.
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Romans the appellation of *“friend "% and the
people were exercising all zeal in courting the
favour of the embassy from Italy which was then
visiting Beypt and, in thelr fear, were intent upon
giving ne cause for complaint or war, when one of
the Homans killed a cat and the multitude rushed
in a erowd to his house, neither the officials sent by
the king to beg the man off nor the fear of Rome
which all the people felt were enough to save the man
from punishment, even though his act had been an
sceident. And this incideni we relate, not from
hearsay, but we saw it with our own eyes on the
occasion of the visit we made to REgypt.

84 But # whai has been said seems to many
ineredible and hike a fanciful tale, what is to follow
will appear far more extraordinary. Once, they
say, when the inhabitants of Egypt were being hard
pressed by a famine, many in their need laid hands
upon their fellows, yet not a single man was even
aceused of having partaken of the saered animals,
Furthermore, whenever a dog is found dead in any
house, every inmate of it shaves his entire body and
goes into mourning, and what is more astonishing
than this, i any wine or grain or any other thing
necessary to life happens to be stored in the bullding
where one of these animals has expired, they would
never think of using it thereafter for any purpose,
And if they happen to be making a military expedition
in another country, they ransom the captive cats
and hawks and bring them back te Fgypt, and this
they do sometimes even when their supply of money

2 On the date of thiz invident, ¢p. the Introdaetion, p.
Vi,
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for the journey is running short.  As for the ceremeonies
connected with the Apis of Memplis, the Maevis of
Heliopolis ! and the goat of Mendes, as well as with
the crocodile of the Lake of Moeris, the Lon kept in
the City of Lions {Leontopelis), as it is ealled, and
many other ceremonies like them, they could easily
be described, bul the writer would sexrcely be believed
by any who had not actuslly witnessed them. For
these animals are kept in sacred eaclosures und are
eared for by many men of distinction who offer them
the most expensive fare; for they provide, with
unfailing regularity, the finest wheaten flour or
wheat-groats seethed in milk, every kind of sweet-
meat made with honey, and the mest of ducks,
either boiled or baked, while for the carnivorous
animals birds are caught and thrown te them in
abundanece, and, in general, great care is given that,
they have an expensive fare. They are continually
bathing the animals in warm water, anointing them
with the most precious cintnients, and burning before
them every kind of fragrant incense; they furnish
them with the most expensive coverlets and with
splendid jewellery, and exercise the greatest care
that they shall enjoy sexual intercourse according
to the demands of nature; furthermore, with every
animal they keep the most beautiful females of the
same genus, which they call bis concubines and attend
1o at the cost of heavy expense and assiduous service.
When any animal dies they mourn for it as deeply »s
do those who have lost & beloved child, and bury it
in & manner not in keeping with their ability but

t The buile Apis and Maevis are desoribed in the following
chapter.
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going far beyond the value of their estates. For
instance, after the death of Alexander and Just
subsequently to the taking over of Egypt by Ptolemy
the son of Lagus, it happened that the Apis in
Memphis died of old age; and the man who was
charged with the care of him spent on his burisl not
only the whole of the very large sum which had
been provided for the animal’s maintenance, but ako
horrowed in addition fifty talents® of silver from
I’toicmy, And even in our own day some of the

cepers of these animals have spent on their burial
not}{ess than one hundred talents.

85, There should be added to what has been said
what still remains to be told coneerning the ceremontes
connerted with the sacred bull ealled Apis. After
he has died and has received a magnificent burial,
the priests who are charged with this duty seek
out a young bull which has on its body markings
similar to those of its predecessor; and when it has
been found the people cease their mourning and the

riests who have the care of it first take the young
hull to Nilopolis, where it is kept forty days, and then,
putting it on a state barge fitted out with a gilded
aabin, conduet i as a god to the sanctuary of
Hephaestus at Memphis.  During these forty days
only women masy look at it; these stand facing it and
pulling up thelr garments show their genitals, but
henceforth they ave forever prevented from commg
into the presence of this god.  Some explain the origin
of the honeur accorded this bull in this way, saying
that at the death of Osiris his soul passed into this

% The intrinsic valne of a talent was about one fhousand
dollars or fwo hundred and fifty pounds sterling,
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animal, and therefore up to this day has always passed
into its snecessors at the times of the manifestation
of Osiris;* but some say that when Osivis died at
the hands of Fyphou Isis colleeted the members of
his body and put them in an ox {bous), made of wood
covered over with fine linen, and beeause of this
the ecity was called Beusirie. Many other slories
are told about the Apis, but we feel that it would
be a long task to recount all the details regarding
them,

86, Singe all the practices of the Igypilans in
their worship of animals are astonishing and beyond
belief, they oceasion much difficully for those who
would seek out their origing and eauses. Now their
priests have on this subjeet & teaching which may not
be divulged, as we bave already stated in connection
with their accounts of the gods,? but the majorily of
the Hgyptians give the following three causes, the
first ogwhieh belongs entively to the realm of fable
and is in keeping with the simplicity of primitive
times. They say, namely, that the gods who came
into existence in the beginning, being fow in number
and everpowered by the multitude and the lawless-
pess of earth-born men,? took on the forms of certain
animals, and in this way saved themselves from the
savagery and violence of mankind; but afterwards,
when they had established their power over all things
in the universe, out of gratitude to the animals which
had been responsible for their salvation at the outset,

upon his forehead; the appearance of o new Apis Bull was
regarded as a new manifestation of Osirls upon eurth [ep,
B, A. W. Budge, Osirie end the Eyyption Reswrrection, 1. pp.
60, 387 £.),

% In chap. 2L 3 {.e. the Giants,
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they made sacred those kinds whose form they
had assumed, and instructed mankind to maintain
them in a costly fashion while living and to bury
them at death,

Tie second cause which they give s this-.that the
carly Pgyptians, after having been defeated by their
ncighbours in many battles because of the lack of
order in their army, eonceived the idea of carrying
gtandards before the several divisions. Consequently,
they say, the commanders fashioned figures of the
animals which they now worship and carried them
fixed on lances, and by this device every man knew
where his place was in the array.  And since the good
order resulting therefrom greatly contributed io
vietory, they thought that the animals had been
responsible for their deliverance; and so the people,
wishing to show their gratitude to them, established
the custom of not killing any one of the animals
whose likeness had been fashioned at that time, but
of rendering to them, as sbjeets of worship, the care
and honour which we have previously described,

87. The third cause which they adduce in connec-
tion with the dispute in question is the service which
each ome of these animals renders for the benefit
of community life and of mankind. The cow, for
example, bears workers * and ploughs the lighter soil;
the sheep lamb twice in the year and provide by their
wool both protection for the body and its decorous
covering, W%iie by their milk and cheese they furnish
food that is both appetizing and abundant. Again,
the dog is useful both for the hunt and for man's
protection, and this is why they represent the god
whom they eall Anubis with a dog’s head, showing

Y fe. 0%en.
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in this way that he was the bodygnard of Osisis
and Isis. ‘There arc some, however, who explain
that dogs guided Isis during her search for Osiris and
protected her from wild beasts and wayfarers, and
that they helped her in her seareh, because of the
affeetion they bore for her, by baying; and this is the
reason why at the Festival of Isis the procession is
ied by dogs, these who introduced the rite showing
forth in this way the kindly service rendered by this
animal of old. ‘The eat is likewise useful against
asps with their deadly bite and the other reptiles that
sting, while the ichnenmon keeps a look-ont for the
newiy-laid seed of the crocodile and crushes the eggs
left by the female, doing this carefully and zealously
even thongh it receives no benefit from the aet.
Were this not done, the river would have hecome
impaseable because of the multitude of beasis that
would be born.  And the erocodiles themselves ave
alse killed by this animal in an astonishing and quite
ineredible manner; for the ichnenmens voll them-
selves over and over in the mud, and when the
erocodiles go to sleep on the land with their mouths
open tlzeg junp down their months infe the centre
of their bedy; then, rapidly gnawing through the
bowels, they get out unscathed themselves and at
the same time kill their vietims instantly.! And of
the saered birds the ibis is useful as a protector against
the snakes, the locusts, and the caterpillars, and
the hawk against the scorpions, horned serpents, and
the small aniinals of noxious bite whieh canse the
greatest destruction of men. But seme maintain
that the hawk is honoured because it is used as a
bird of omen by the soothsayess in predicting to the

} Birabo (17. 1. 30} gives muoch the same account.
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Bgyptians events which are to come. Others,
however, say that in primitive times a hawk brought
to the priests in Thebes a beok wrapped about with
a purple band, which contained written direclions
concerning the worship of the gods and the honours
due to them; and it iz for this reason, they add,
that the sacred scribes wear on their heads a purple
hand and the wing of a hawk. The cagle also is
honeured by the Thebans because it is believed to
be a royal animal and worthy of Zeus.

88, They have deified the goat, just as the Greeks
are sald to have honoured Priapus,! because of the
generative member; for this animal has a very great
prepensity for copulation, and it i fitting that
honour be shown o that member of the body which
is the cause of generation, being, as it were, the prims]
author of all animal life. And, in general, not only
the Egyptians but not a few other peoples as well
have in the rites they observe ireated the male
member as sacred, on the ground that it is the cause
of the generation of all creatures; and the priests
in Tgypt who have inherited their priestly offices
from t%eir fathers are initiated first into the mysteries
of this god. And both the Pans and the Salyrs,
they say, are wershipped by men for the same reason;
and this is why most peoples set up in their sacred
places statues of them showing the phallns erect
and resembling a goat’s in natnre, sinee according
to tradition this animal is most efficient in copulation ;
consequently, by representing these creatures in such
faghion, the dedicants are returning thanks to them
for their own numerous offspring,

1 Priapas is discussed in Book 4. 6,
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The sacred bulls—I refer to the Apis and the
Mnevis—are honoured like the gods, as Osiris com-
manded, both because of thelr use in farming and
also because the fame of those who discovered the
fruits of the earth is handed down by the labours of
these animals to succeeding generations for all time.
Red oxen, however, may be sacrificed, because it
is theught that this was the colour of Typhon, whe
plotted against Osiris and was then punished by Isis
for the death of her husband. Men also, if they
were of the same celour as Typhon, were sacrificed,
they say, in ancient times by the kings at the tomb
of Osiris; however, only a few Egyptians are now
found red in colour, but the majority of such are
nonvEgyl}')tians, and this is why the story spread
among the Greeks of the slaying of foreigners by
Busivis, although Busiris was not the name of the
king but of the tomb of Osiris, which is called that
in the language of the land?

The wolves are honoured, they say, because their
nature is so much like that of dogs, for the natures
of these two animals are little different from each
other and hence offspring is produced by their inter-
breeding. But the Egyptians offer another explana-
tion for the honour accorded this animal, although
it pertaine more to the realm of myth; for they
say that in early times when Isis, aided by her son

1 Herodotus {2 45) denies the existence of human sacrifices
and there was probably none in his day. But the sacrifice of
caplives is atiested by the monuments of the Eighteenth and
Ninetesnth Dynasties, and J. G, Frazer (The Golden Bough, 2.
pp- 264 £, finds in this account of Diodores and a similar story

iven by Plotarch {On Isiz and Osiris, 73), on the authority of
Manetho, evidence for the annual sacrifice of a red. haived man
to prevent the fadlure of the crops,
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Horus, was about te commence her struggle with
Typhon, Osiris came from Hades to help his son and
his wife, having taken on the guise of a2 wolf; and
so, upen the death of Typhon, his conguerers com-
manded men to honour the animal upon whose
appearance victory followed. But some say that
once, when the Ethiopians had marched against
Lgypt, a greal number of bands of wolves (Ighod)
gathered together and drove the invaders out of the
country, pursuing them beyond the eity named
Elephantine; and therefore that neme was given
the name Lycopolite! and these animals were
granted the henour in question.

89, It remains for us to speak of the delfication of
crecodiles, 2 subject regarding which most men are
entirely at a loss to explain how, when these beasts
eat the flesh of men, # ever became the law to
honour like the gods ereatures of the most revolting
habits. ‘Their reply is, that ithe security of the
couniry is ensured, not only by the river, but 6 a
much greater degree by the erocodiles in it that for
this reason the robbers that infest both Arabia and
Libya do not dare to swim across the Nile, because
they fear the beasts, whose number is very great;
and that this would never have been the case if war
were continually being waged against the animals
and they had been utterly destroyed by hunters
dragging the river with nets. But still another
account is given of these beasts, For some say
that once one of the ear?: kings whose name was
Menas, being pursued by bis own dogs, came ip hig
flight te the Lake of Moeris, as it is called, where,
strange as it 1may seem, a crocodile took him on his

L j.e *of the City of the Wolves,”
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back and carried him to the other side. Wishing to
show his gratitude to the beast for saving him, he
founded a city near the plsce and named it City of
the Crocodiles; and he commanded the natives of
the region to wership these animals as gods and
dedicated the Juke to them for their sustenance;
and in that place he also constructed his own tomb,
erecting a pyramid with four sides, and built the
Tabyrinth which is admired by many?

A similar diversity of customs exists, according
to their aceounts, with regard to evervthing cise,
but it would be a long task io sei forth the details
concerning thers? That they have adopted thesc
cystoms for themselves heecause of the advantage
accruing therefrom to thelr life Is clenr to all from
the fact that there are those among them who will
not touch many particular kinds of food. Some,
for instance, abstnin entirely from lentils, others
from beans, and some from cheese or onions or certain
other foods, there being many kinds of food in Fgypt,
showing in this way that men must be tazught
to deny themselves things that are useful, and that
i all ate of everything the supply of no article of
consumption would hold oui. But some adduce
other causes and say that, since under the carly
kings the multitude were often revelting and con-
spiring against thelr rulers, one of the kings whe
was especially wise divided the land into a number
of parts and commanded the inhabitants of each o
revere 4 certain animal or else not to eat a certain
food, his thoughi being ithat, with each gronp of

t Herodotus {2, 35) sums up this matior by saying that

the Egyptisns “have made themselves customs and laws
contrary to those of all other mon”
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people revering what was bonoured among themselves
but despising what was sacred to all the rest, all the
inhabitants of Egypt would never be able to be of
one mind. And this purpose, they declare, is clear
from the results; for every group of people is at odds
with its neighbours, being ofiended at their violations
of the customs mentioned above.

80. Seme advance some such reason as the following
for their deification of the animals. When men,
they say, first ceased living like the beasts and
gathered inte groups, at the outset they kept
devouring each other and warring among them-
selves, the more powerful ever prevailing over the
weaker; but later those who were deficient in
strength, teught by expediency, grouped together
and took for the deviee upon their standard one of
the animals which was later made sacred; then,
when those who were from time to time in fear
flocked to this symbol, an organized body was
fermed which was net to be despised by any whe
attacked #. And when everyhody else did the
same thing, the whole people came to be divided
into organized bodies, and in the case of each the
animal which had been responsible for its safety was
accorded honours like those belonging to the gods, as
having rendered to them the greatest service possible ;
and this is why to this day the several groups of the
Egyptians differ from each other in that each group
honours the animals which it originally made sacred.

In gencral, they say, the Egyptians surpass all
other peoples in showing gratitude for every hene-
faction, since they hold that the return of gratitude
to benefactors is & very great resource in life; for
it is elear that all men will want to bestow their

3e7
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benefactions preferably upoen those who they see
will most honourably treasure up the favours they
bestow. And it is apparently on these grounds
that the Egyptians prostrate themselves before
their kings and honour them as being in very fruth
gods, holding, on the one hand, that it was not
without the influence of some divine providence that
these men have attained to the supreme power, and
feeling, also, that such as have the will and the
strength to confer the greatest benefactions share
in the divine nature.

Now if we have dwelt over-long on the topic of
the sacred animals, we have at least thorsughly
considered those customs of the Egyptians that men
meost marvel at.

81. Buf not least will 2 man marvel at the peculi-
arity of the cnstoms of the Bgyptians when he
learns of their nsages with respect to the dead.  Tor
whenever anyone dies among them, all his relatives
and friends, plastering their heads with mud, roam
abont the city lamenting, until the body receives
burial. Nay more, during that time they indulge in
neither baths, ner wine, nor in any other food werth
mentioning, nor do they put on bright clething.
There are three classes of burial, the most expensive,
the medium, and the most humble. And if the first
is used the cost, they say, is a talent of silver, if
the second, twenty minae, and if the last, the expense
is, they say, very little indeed. Now the men whe
treat the bodies are skilled artlsans who have
received this professional krowledge as a family
tradition; and these lay before the relatives of the
deceased a price-list of every item connected with
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the burial, and ask them in what manner they wish
the body to be treated. When an agreement has
been reached on every detail and they have taken
the body, they turn it over te men who have been
assigned o the service and bave become inured o it.
The first is the scribe, as he is called, who, when the
body has been laid on the ground, cireumseribes on
the left flank the extent of the incision; then the one
called the slitter ! cuts the flesh, as the law com-
mands, with an ¥thiopian stone ? and at once takes
to flight on the run, while those present set out after
him, pelting bim with stones, heaping curses on him,
and trying, as it were, to turn the profanation on
his head; for in their eyes everyone is an object
of general batred who applies violence to the body
of & man of the same tribe or wounds him or, in
general, does birn any barm.

The men called embalmers, however, are can-
sidered worthy of every honour and consideration,
assaciating with the priests and even coming and

oing in the temples without hindrance, as heing
undefiled. When they have gathered to treat the
body after it has been slit open, one of them thrusts
his band through the opening in the corpse into the
trunk and extracts everything but the kidneys and
heart, and another one cleanses each of the viscera,
washing them in palm wine and spices. And in
general, they carefully dress the whole bedy for aver

thai of Diodorns, supplements it in many respects. It was
probably of obsidian or flint, such as sre frequently found
in graves with mummies. ¥or the use of such primifive
implements in ancient religions ceremonies, op. Joshug, 5. 3:
“*Make thee knives of flint and circumecise again the children
of Tsrael & second time.”
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thirty days, first with cedar oil and eertain other
preparations, and then with myrrh, cinnamon, and
such spices as have the faculty not only of preserving
it for a long time but also of giving it a fragrant
odour. And after treating the body they return it
to the relatives of the deceased, every member of it
having been so preserved intact that even the hair
out the eyelids and brows remains, the entire appear-
ance of the body is unchanged, and the cast of its
shape is recognizable. This explains why many
Egyptians keep the bodies of their ancestors in costly
chambers and gaze face to face upon those whe died
manﬁr generations before their own birth, so that,
as they losk upen the stature and proportions and
the features of the countenance of each, they
experience a strange enjoyment, as though they
had lived with these on whom they gaze.

42, When the body is ready fo be buried the
family announces the day of interment to the judges
and to the relatives and friends of the deceased, and
solemnly affirnis that he who has just passed away
~giving his name"is about to crogs the lake.”
Then, when the judges, forty-two in number,! have
assembled and have taken seats in 2 hemicyele which
hasg been built across the lake, the baris % is launehed,
which has been prepared in advance by men espe-

I These judges ecorrespond to the forty-two judges or
asseasors before each of whom the dead man must declars
in the next world that he had not committed & certain sin
{Book of the Dend, Chap. CXXV}.

? The name given the seows used on the Nile and desoribed
in Herodotas 2. 96,

4 masidver Dindorf: whelw.
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clally engaged in that service, and which is in the
charge of the boatman whom the Egyptians in their
ianguage call charont For this reason they insist
that Orpheus, having visited Egypt in anclent
times and witnessed this eustom, merely invented
his account of Hades, in part veproducing this prac-
tice and in part inventing on his own account; but
this point we shall discuss more fully a little later?
At any raie, afier the baris has been launched into
the lake but before the coffin containing the body
is set in it, the law gives permission to anyone who
wishes to arraign the dead person. Now if anyone
presents himself and makes 2 charge, and shows that
the dead man had led an evil life, the judges announce
the decision fo all and the body is denied the cus-
tomary burial; but if it shall appear that the aceuser
has made an unjust charge he is severely punished.
When no aceuser appears or the one whe presents
himself 15 discovered to be a slanderer, the relatives
put theilr mourning aside and laud the deceased.
And of his ancestry, indeed, they say neothing, as
the Greeks do, sinee they hold that all Egyptians are
equally well born, but after recounting his traming and
education from childhood, they deserthe his righteous-
ness and justice afier he atiained to manhood, also
his self-control and his other virtues, and call upon
the gods of the lower world 1o receive him into the
company of the rightecus; and the multitude shouts
Hs assent and extols the glory of the deceased, as of

b Professor 4. A, Wilson, of the Orients! Instituie of the
University of Chieago, kindly writes me: “There i no
evidence to support the statersent of Diodorus that the
Bgyptians called the underworld ferryman, or any bostman
connected with death, Charon.”

¥ Op, chap. 96.
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one who is about to spend cternity in Hades among
the rightecus, Those who have private sepnichres
iay the body in & vanlt reserved for it, but these who
possess lone construct a new chamber in thelr own
home, and stand the coffin upright against the
firmest wall  Any alse who are forbidden burial
becanse of the accusations brought against them or
because their bodies have been made security for a
loan they iay away in their own homes: and it some-
times happens that their sons’ sous, when they have
become prosperous and paid off the debt er cleared
them of the charges, give thom later a magnificent
funeral,

93. It is a most sacred duty, in the eyes of the
Egyptians, that they should be seen to honour their
parents or aneestors all the more after they have
passed to their eternal home. Another custom of
theirs is to put up the bodies of their deceased
parents as security for a loan; and failure to repay
suel debts is attended with the deepest disgrace as
well as with deprivation of burial at death, And a
person may well admire the men who established
these customs, because they sirove to inculeate in
the inhabitants, so far as was possible, virtuousness
and excelience of character, by means not only of
their couverse with the living but also of their burial
and affectionate care of the dead. For the Grecks
have banded down their beliefs in snch matters—in
the hononr paid to the righteous and the punishment
of the wicked-~by means of fanciful tales and dig-
credited legends; consequently these accounts not
only eannot “avail to spur their people on to the best

b owapebwnay Vogel 1 wopebeldnae: B, Belker, Dindorf,
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iife, buk, on the contrary, being scoffed at by worthless
men, are received with contempt. Bu$ among the
Egyptians, since these matters do not belong to the
realm of myth but men see with their own eyes that
punishment is meted out to the wicked and honouwr
to the good, every day of their lives both the wicked
and the good are reminded of their obligations and
in this way the greatest and most profitable amend-
ment of men’s characters is effected. And the best
laws, In my opinion, must be held to be, not those
by which men become mest prosperous, but those by
which they become mest virtuous in character and
best fitted for citizenship.

94. We must speak also of the lawgivers who have
arisen in Egypt and who instituted customs unugual
and strange. After the establishment of settled life
in Egypt in early times, which took place, according
to the mythical account, in the period of the gods and
heroes, the first, they say, to persuade the multitudes
to use written laws was Mpneves,' a man not only
great of soul but also in his life the most public-
spirited of all lawgivers whose names are recorded.
According to the tradition he claimed that Hermes
had given the laws to him, with the assurance that
they would be the cause of great blessings, just as
among the Greeks, they say, Minos did in Crete and
Lycurgus among the Lacedaemonians, the former
saying that he received his laws from Zeus and the
latter his from Apollo. Alse among several other
peoples tradition says that this kind of a device was
used and was the cause of much good to such as

: Apparently Mneves is only a variant of the pams Menes of
chaps. 43 and 45 (cp. A, Wiedomonn, dgyptische Geschichte,
. 163, n. 1),
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1 Thiz form of the name is much nearer to the old Iranian
form, Zarathusirs, than the later corruption Zoroaster,

* Herodotus {4, 93 1.} pives more details about Zalmoxis, or
{Gebeleizis, as be also calls him, and the Getao " who pretend
to be immortal.” BStrabo (7. 3. 5) calis him Zamolxis and

malkes him & former slave of Pythagoras, a story alresdy known,

to Herodotus and rejected by him,
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believed it. Thns it is recorded that ameng the
Arians Zathraustes  claimed that the Good Spirit
gave him his laws, among the {wopie known as the
Getae who represent themselves to be immortal
Zalmoxis 2 asserted the same of their common god-
dess Hestia, and among the Jews Moyses referred his
taws to the god who is invoked as Iao# They all did
this either beeause they believed that a coneeption
which would help humanity was marvellous and
wholly divine, or beeanse they held that the common
crowd would be more likely to ohey the laws if their
gaze were directed towards the majesty and power
of those to whom thelr laws were aseribed,

A second lawgiver, according to the Egyptians,
was Sagyehis,* a man of unusual nnderstanding. He
made sundry additions to the existing laws and, in
particular, laid down with the greatest precision the
rites to be used in henouring the gods, and he way
the inventor of geometry and taught his countrymen
both to specnlate about the stars and to observe
them. A third one, they tell us, was the king
Lesobsis,® whe not only pergorme(i the most renowned
deeds in war of any king of Egypt but also organized
the rules governing the warrior ¢lass ® and, in con-
formity with these, set in order all the regulations
that have to do with military campaigns. A fourth
lawgiver, they say, was the king Bocchoris,? a wise

¥ This pronuncistion seems to reflest a MHebrew form
Yabu; op. Psalms 48, 4~  His name i3 Jah”

4 Basychis s the Asychis of Herodotus (2. 138), identified
with Shepseskaf of the Fourth Dynasty by H. B. Hali,
Anciend History of the Near Eqal®, p. 127,

5 Cp. chaps, 53 .

¢ Cp, chap. 73,

7 Mentioned before in chaps, 45, 63, 79,
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sorl of a man and conspicuous for his craftiness, He
drew up all ihe regulations which governed the kings
and gave precision to the laws on contracts; and so
wise was he in his jndicial decisions as well, that
many of his jndgmenis are remembered for their
excelence even o our day.  And they add thal he
was very weak n body, and that by disposition he
was the mest avaricions of all their kings,

95. After Bocehoris, they say, thelr king Amasis? g5

gave atlention to the laws, who, acwrcimg to their
accounts, drew up the rules governing the nomarchs
and the entire administration of Fgypt. And ira-
dition deseribes him as exceedingly wise and in
disposition virtuons and just, for which reasons the
Bgyptians invested him with the kingship, althongh
he was not of the royal Bne.  They say also that the
aitizens of Elis, when they were giving their atiention
to the Olymple Ganes, sent an embassy to him fo
ask how they eould be conducted with the greatest
falrness, and that he replied, ™ Provided no man of
Blis participates.” And though FPolyerates, the
ruler of the Samians, had been on terms of friendship
with himm, when he began oppressing both citizens
and such forcigners as put in at Samos, it s said that
Amasis at first sent an embassy to him and urged
him to mederation; and when no atteniion was paid
to this, he wrote a letier in which he broke up the
relations of friendship and hospitality that had existed
hetween themy for he did not wish, as he sald, to
be planged into grief in a short while, knowing right

¥ Cp. chap, 68. Thestory of the embassy of Eleans is given
more fully in Herodotus {2. 160}, where, however, the Egyptian
king consulted is called Psammis.
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TAeravTye TUXey repds dol bwd riw Alyvrrioy
tovra pév Geby wpocaryopeteoBas® uovor Tév
dmdvrwy SacMéor, Tehevricarta B¢ Tiudy
ruyely lowv Tois vo wadady vompoTaTte Baoci-
Agvoact kar Alyvrroy,

Taw pév oby wowiy vouobeaiav avvrehes Mpai
dacw bwo rév elpnuéver dvdpdv, xal Séfys
ruyelr ri Siadeopdrns wapd Tols dAhos e
b¢ rols Dorepow ypivets TOAAE THY kahds
éxew SorolyTwy vouipwr dact kwnbivar, Mare-
Sevwr émxpaTnadvreor kel carelvodrrev el
réhos ThHY Bacihelay Tdr dyywolwp.

* Sibre Vogel : §r: Valgate, Bekker, Dindorf,
 abrois Vogel: afwdy Vulgate, Bekker, Dindorf
¥ alviiv after Pevroyias added by O, Bekler, Dindord,
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well ag he did that misfortune is near at hand for the
ruler who maintains a tyranny in such fashion. And
he was admirved, they say, among the Greeks both
hecause of his virtuous character and beecause his
words to Polycrates Were speedily fulfilied

A sixth man to concern himself with the laws of
the Egyptians, it is said, was Darius the father of

Xerxes; for he was incensed at the lawlessness szides

which hig predecessor, Cambyses, had shown in his
treatment of the sanctuaries of Figypt, and aspired
to live a life of virtue and of piety towards the gods.
Indeed he associated with the priests of Egypt them-
selves, and took part with them in the study of
theology and of the events recorded in their sacred
books ; and when he learned from these books about
the greatness of soul of the ancient kings and about
their goodwill towards their subjeets he imitated their
manner of life, For this reason he was the object of
such great honour that he alone of all the kings was
addressed as a god by the Egyptians in hig lifetime,
while at his death he was accorded equal honours
with the ancient kings of Egypt who had ruled in
strictest accord with the laws.

The system, then, of law used thronghout the land
was the work, they say, of the men just named, and
gained a renown that spread among other peoples
everywhere; but in later times, they say, many
institutions which were regarded as good were
changed, after the Macedonians had conquered and
destroyed once and for all the kingship of the native
line.

¢ i Relske: r@y,
5£1rpo(m'}fopcém§m Bekker, Vogel ! wpoaayepevfivas 11, Dine
dorf
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96. But now that we have examined these matters,
we must enumerate what Greeks, who have wen
fame for their wisdom and learning, visited Egypt
in anetent times, in order to become nequainted with
its eustoms and learning. For the priests of Egypt
recount from the reeords of their sacred books that
they were visited in early tines by Orpheus, Musaeus,
Melampus, and Daedalus, also by the poet Homer
and Lycurgus of Sparta, later by Solon of Athens
and the philosopher Plato, and that there also came
Pythageras of S8amos and the mathematician Budoxns 1
as well as Democritus of Abdera and Cenopides? of
Chies. As evidence for the visits of all these men
they point in some cases o their statues and in others
to places or buildings 8 which bear their names, and
they offer proofs from the branch of learning which
each one of these men pursued, arguing that all the
things for which they were admired ameng the
Greeks were trapsferred from Fgypt.

Crpheus, for instance, breught from Bgypt most
of his mystic eeremonics, the ergiastic rites that
accompanied his  wanderings, and bis fabulous
account of his experiences in Hades, For the rite
of Osiris is the same as that of Dionysus and that of
Isis very similar to that of Demeter, the names alone
having been interchanged; and the punishmentis in
Hades of the anrighteous, the Fields ol[;.he Righteous,
and the fantastic conceptions, cwrrent ameng the

1 The famona astronomer, geographer, and mathematician
of Cnidus, pupil of Plate, His stay in Egvpt is well attested,

2 (o, opo 3836, 8. 1

¥ Tor instance, sccording to 8trabo (17, 1. 28), in Heliopolis
were pointed cut the houses where Plsto and Fudoxus had
stopped,

327



DIODORUS OF SICILY

, ¥ L] "
TOURS AYATETAGTpévas Tapelgayayely pwpnod-
pevey ra ywdpeva wepl vhs ragas ras xer

& Alyvmrror.  wov pdv wap wuxawopwbv Bepiy

wy

Kare 70 mwakaroy vopmpov wap Alyvrrion dva-
yaryovra 1o rof "Amibos vdpa péypr rwés wapa-
Siddvar 79 wepikernéve i Tob KepBépov THOTO~
pip. 105 & 'Oppéws roimo xavadelfavros maps
roly "EAAnar Tov “Oumpov dxorovfws Tovre
Getvac xara iy mwolnow ’

“Eﬁpm?c 3¢ Yruyas Kvddajvios éEexareiro
avdpaw prmoriper, Fxe 8 piBdov uerd Xepaiv.
eita wdAw Dmofdvra Néyew

wap 5” loav "Queavod re fods xal Aevedda
wérpnv,

77:5?;‘ ?mp’: 3 e‘)ufo’m wolas xai SHuov *Ovelpwy

ftoayv: aifra & lwovro kar’ dododeXor hetpdva,

évfa e vaiove Yruyal, efdura vapdrrwy.

'Slfeavéxi pév’aﬁv Karelv TOU mwoTausy Std v
rovs  Adyumrions xara rhv iSlav  Sidhexrov
Oursavoy Méyew rov Neliow, ‘Hilov 8¢ widas
1:?}:: Trélw 'n‘;ff réy ‘Hhtemohirdy, hagdva
svopalew,! v puledoyovpérmy  olknow rhp
peTOANGXGTwD, TOV Tapd Thy Muvny rémov vhw
kaXovuéony pév Ayepovalay, minoior 8¢ odoav
riis Méudews, Svrwr wepl almiy Aepdvwy xar-
Marwy, Ehovs wal AwtoD xal xahduoev. dro-
rovfos & eipfofar xal vé  warowely Tobs
?s‘keu‘rﬂrfa-am;aq éz: TebTeis rols Téwos Sid ro
Tas rav Alyvwriny tadds rds mheloras xal
peyiaras évrabfa vyivealar, Siamopfuevopdvewr
g 1 3 dwopd(ew Lichstids: & vouler,
32

BOOK L g6, 3-7

many, which are figments of the imagination—all
these were introduced by Orpheus in imitution of the
Hgyptisn funeral customs. Hermes, for instance,
the Conductor of Souls, aecording to the ancieat
Bgyptian custom, brings up the body of the Apis to
a certain point and then pgives it over to one who
wears the mask of Cerberns, And after Orpheus
had intreduced this notion ameng the Greeks,
Homer * followed it when he wrote:

Cﬁﬂe‘ifla‘ﬁ Hermes then did summon forth
The snitors’ souls, holding his wand in hand,

And again a Bttle further ® on he says:

They passed Oeceanus’ streams, the Gleaming
Rook,

The Porials of the Sun, the Land of Dreams;

And now they reached the Meadow of Asphodel,

Where dwell the Souls, the shades of men
outworn,

Now he ealls the river ** Oceanns 7 2 because in their
language the Epyptians speak of the Nile as Oceanns
the “ Portals of the Sun 7 (Heliopylad) is his name for
the city of Heliopolis ; and ”* Meadows,” the mythical
dwelling of the dead, is his term for the place near
the lake which is called Acherousia, which is near
Memphis, and around it are falrest meadows, of a
marsh-land and lotus and reeds.  Fhe samne explana-
tion also serves for the statement that the dwelling of
the dead is in these regions, since the most and the
largest tombs of the Egyptians arve situated there, the

b Odyssey 24, 1-2, * Ihid, 1114,
3 Ad nomatser of fact the only asme for the Nile in Homer
iz Adgyplos.
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: C.;})l ¢hap. 92 baris is alse » Greek word for boat,
# Fhe bronze bands would resemble the rays of the * Portals
of the Bun,”’ in the passage from Homer cited above.
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dead being ferried across both the river and Lake
Acherousiz and their bodies laid in the vaulis
situated there,

The other myths about Hades, current among the
Greeks, also agree with the customs which are prac-
tised even now in Egypt. For the boat which
receives the bodies is called baris,® and the passenger’s
fee is given to the boatman, who in the Egyptian
tongue is called charon. And near these regions,
they say, are alse the " Shades,” which is a temple
of Heeate, and " portals ™ of Cocytus and Lethe,
which are covered at intervals with bands of bronze 2
There are, moreover, other portals, namely, those of
Truth, and near them stands a headless statue ? of
Justice,

87, Many other things as well, of which mytholo,
tells, are still to be found among the Egyptians, the
aame being still preserved and the customs actually
being practised. In the city of Acanthi, for instance,
across the Nile in the direction of Libya one handred
and twenty stades from Moemphis, there is a per-
forated jar to which three hundred and sixty priests,
one each day, bring water from the Nile; ¢ and not
far from there the actual performanee of the myth
of Qenus® i3 to be seen in one of their festivals,
where a single man is weaving at one end of a long

3 The Greek word may mean ' statue’ and “shade,” the
jatter meaning otcuring o the last line of the passage above
from Homer.

& Thiy i3 a reference to the 8ty daughiers of Danaus, who
sfter death were condemned fo the en§iess iabour of pouring
water into vessels with holes.

5 (Ocenus wae anoiher figure of the Greek underworld who
was represenied a8 eontinually labouring at the weaving of a
rope which was devoured by an unseen ass behind him as
rapidly as it was woven.
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rope and many others beyond him are unravelling
it. Melampus also, they say, brought from Egypt
the rites which the Greeks celebrate in the name of
Dienysus, the myths abent Cronus and the War with
the Titans, and, in a word, the account of the things
which happened to the gods. Daedalas, they relate,
copied the maze of the Labyrinth which stands te our
day and was built, according to some, by Mendes?
bat according te others, by king Marrns, many years
before the reign of Minos. And the propeortions of
the ancient statues of Egypt are the same as in those
made by Daedalus among the Greeks. The very
beautifal propylon of the temple of Hephaestus in
Memphis was also built by Daedalus, who became
an object of admiration and was granted a statue of
himself in weod, which was made by his ewn hands
and set up in thizs temple; furthermore, he was
accorded great fame because of his genius and, after
making many discoveries, was granted divine
honours; for on one of the islands off Memphis there
stands even to this day a temple of Daedalus, which
is honoured by the people of that region.

And as proof of the presence of Homer in Egypt
they adduce various pieces of evidence, and especially
the healing dvink which brings forgetfulness of all
past evils, which was given by Helen to Telemachus
in the home of Menelafis. For i is manifest that
the poet had acquired exact knowledge of the
“ nepenthic % drug which he says Helen brought
from Fgyptian Thebes, given her by Polydamna the

woxdy émlknlor awdrrwr.  * Straightway she cast into the wine
of which they wers drinking a drug to quiet all pain and
strife, and bring forgetfulness of every ™ (ir. Murray in
LGy
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1 A reference to the epithet constantly used by H
deseribe Aphrodite, 3 Y ¥ Homer to
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wife of Thon; for, they allege, even to this day the
women of this city use this powerful remedy, and in
ancient times, they say, & drug te cure anger and
sorrow was discovered exelusively among the women
of Diospolis; but Thebes and Diospolis, they add,
are the same eity, Agsin, Aphrodite is calied
* golden % by the natives in aecordance with an
old tradition, and near the city which i called
Momemghis there is a plain ” of golden Aphrodite.”
Likewise, the myths which are related about the
dalliance of Zeus and Hera and of their journey to
Ethiopia he also got from Hgypt; for each year
among the Egyptians the shrine of Zeus is carried
acrose the river into Libya and then broughi back
some days later, as ¥ the god were arrivimg from
Tithiopta; and as for the dalliance of these deities,
in their festal gatherings the priests carry the shrines
of both to aw elevation that has been strewn with
flowers of every deseription.?

98, Lyeuzgus alse and Plato and Solon, they say,
incorporated many Egyptian eustoms into their own
legislation. And Pythagoras learned from Egyptians
his teachimgs about the gods, his geometrical pro-
positions and theory of numbers, as well as the trans.
migration of the soulinto every living thing, Demeo-
eritus?® also, as they assert, spent five vears among
them and was instructed in many matters relating
1o astrology, Oenopides likewlse passed some time

t The Homerke passage which Diodorus bas in mind is in the
i4th Book of the Thad ¢} 3481#.): “The son of Kronos
clasped his consort in his arms,  And beneath them the divine
earth sent forth fresh pew gross, and dewy lotus, sand crocus,
and hyacinth, thick snd seft . . " (i1, Lang, Teaf, Myers),

3 Dsmocritus of Abdera, the distingaished scientist of the
fifth century B.0., anthor of the ¢ atomic” theory,
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Bekker, Dindorf.

1 Oenopides of Chios wes 8 mathematician snd sstronomer
of the Bfth century B¢, According to this statement he
abserved the obliquity of the ecliptic, which we now know fo
be about 234" The fact that the sun’s motion on the celestial
sphere s slower than that of the stars causes an spparently
retrograde movement of the sun relative to the sinrs,

? Doubtless the cult stutue,

8 The following sentences are perplexing. The translator ig
comforted by the knowledge ihat they have vexed others who
sre more experienced both in Egyptian art snd in Greek,
This passage has been diseussed last by Meinrich Schifer
(Von dyyplischer Kunstd, Leipzig, 1939, pp. 30-51), snd the
remarks and translation of so distinguished an authority on
Egyptian art deserve o be cited, and in the original,
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with the priests and sstrologers and learned among
other things about the orbit of the sun, that it has
an oblique course and moves in a direction opposite
to that of the other stars.)  Like the others, Budoxus
studied astrology with them and aequired a notable
fame for the great amount of useful knowledge which
he disseminated among the Greeks.

Also of the ancient sculptors the most renowned so-
lourned among them, namely, Teleeles and Theodorus,
the sons of Rhoecus, who exeeuted for the people
of Samos the wooden * statue of the Pythian Apollo.
For one half of the statue, as the account is given,
was worked by Telecles in Samos, and the sther half
was finished by his brother Theodorus at Ephesus;
and when the two parts were brought together they
fitted so perfectly that the whole work had the
appearanee of having been done by one man, This?

“ ich wirde die Stelle aus Diodor dem Sizilier {nm 50 v.
Chr.), die nicht so einfach isf wie sie scheint, am lichsten nur
griechiseh abdrucken, aber damit wire dem Leser nicht
gedient; ich muss meigen, wie ich sie auflasse, W, Schubart
und Ly, Wilamowitz bin ich dafiir dankber, dass sie, denen
der Bgypiiache Bachverbalt nicht so klar vor Augen steht, mich
an einigen Stellen davor bewalirt haben, ibn in Diodors Worte
hineinzudenten, ¥in Trost in meiner Verlegenhsit ist mir

wesen, dass v. Wilamowitz mir schrieh, ¢ Die Ubersetzung

er Diodorstelle ist in der Tat knifflich, da er seine Vorlage,
Heraklif [a slip of the pen for ** Hecataeus 7. ] von Abdera
{wmn 306 v, Chr.}, versehwommen wiedergibt und tiberhaupt vin
so miserabier Skribent ist.’ Ieh wage folgende freis Uber.
SR

.., Dieses Werkverfahren {(nimlich Statuen suy einzeln
gefertigen Hilften zusarmmensusetzen) soll bei den Hellonen
nirgends in Gebranch sein, dagegen bei den Agyptern meistona
angewendet werden. {Nur dort sei et denkbar.} Bei ihmen
nimilch bestimme man den symmetrisehen Ban der Statuen
nicht nach der frefen Entscheidung des Auges, wie bel den
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1 garacidvest Bekker, Vogel: Dindorf conjectured wera-

tdswer,
? wopuphr Rhodomann : épophr.

Hellenen, sondern, nachdem man die Bidcke hingelegt und
ondert zugerichtes habe, hielten sich die Arbeiter dann,
jeder innerbalb sgeiner Hilfte, aber auch in bezug suf die
andere, an dieselben Verhiltnisse von den kleinsten bis zu den
dsspen Teilen, Sie zerlegten nirlich die Hihe des ganzen
orpers in einundrwanzig und ein Viertel Teile, und erreichten
a0 den aymmetrischen Anfbau der Menschengestait., Hitten
gich also die {beiden} Bildhaver einmal fiber die Grisse {der
Btatue) geeinigt, 50 stimmten sis, selbst von einander getrennt,
die Einzelmasse threr Werkteile so genan zueinsnder, dass man
any verblifit sef fiber dieses ihr eigentiimliches Verfahren.

Ho bestehe das Kulthiid in Samos, efe.”’
1 No e¢xplanation of the * twenty.one and one-fourth’’
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method of working & practised nowhere among the
Greeks, baut is followed generally among the ]%gypv
tians. For with them the symmetrical proportions
of the statues are not fixed in accordance with the
appearance they present to the artist’s eye, as is
done ameng the Greeks, but as soon as they lay out
the stones and, after apportioning them, are ready
te work on them, at that stage they take the pro
pertions, from the smaliest parts to the largest;
for, dividing the structure of the entive body into
twenty-one parts and one-fourth? in addition, they
express in this way the complete figure in its sym-
metrical proportions. Consequently, so soon as the
artisans agree as to the size of the statue, they
separate and proceed to turn out the various sizes
assigned to them, in such a way that they correspond,
and they do it so accurately that the pecaliarity of
their system excites amazement? And the wooden
statue in Samos, in conformity with the ingenious
method of the Bgyptiaus, was cul ints twe parts
from the top of the %eaé down to the private parts

parts has been found in any modern writer. W. Deonna
{Diédale ou ln Statue de lo Gréce Archaique, 2 vols., Paris, 1930}
transiates this sentence, and then adds {I. p. 220). “"Mals
I'étude de Part égyplien révéle gue celui-ol a eonnu, comme
tont sutre art, des proportions frés variables, tantéf courtes,
tantdt dlancées, suivant les temps, ot souvent & mémedpogue,
et gu'il n'est pas possible de fxer un canon précis.”

# Bince the Egyptian artist bad no idea of perspective, each
part of & figure, or ench member of & group, was portraved ag
if seen from direetly in front. Therefore the fivrst training of
an artist eonsisted in the making of the separate members of
the body, which accounts for the many heads, hands, legs, feet,
which come froem the Egyptian schools of art.  Schifer (f.c.,

. 318, cp. p. 3B8) suggests that thiz practice may have given
?)iadcrus the idea that the Feyptians made their stafues out
of previcusly prepared blocks of stone.
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and the statue was divided in the middle, each part
exactly matching the other at every point. And
they say that this statne is for the most part rather
sirilar to those of Egypt, as having the arms stretched
stifly down the sides and the legs separated in a
stride.

Now regarding Egypt, the events which history
records and the things that deserve to be mentioned,
this acconnt is suflicienty, and we shall present in the
next Book, in keeping with our profession at the
beginning of this Book, the events and legendary
accounts next in order, beginning with the part
played by the Assyrians in Asia
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CONTENTS OF THE SECOND BOOK
OF DIODORUS

On Ninus, the first king in Asia, and his deeds
{ehaps. 1-3).

O)n the birth of Semiramis and her rise {chaps.
4-5).

How King Ninus married Semiramis because of
her outstanding ability (chap. 6).

How Semiramis, ascending the throne on the death
of Ninus, accomplished many great deeds {chap. T),

The founding of Babylon and an aceount of its
building {chaps. 7-9}.

On the hanging garden, as it is ecalled, and the
other astonishing things in Babylonia (chaps. 10-13).

The campaign of Semiramis against Egypi,
Ethiopia, and India {chaps. 14-20)

On her descendants who were kings in Asia and
their luxury and sluggishness (chaps, 21-22).

How Sardanapallus, the last king, because of his
lnxuriousness lost his throne to Arbaces the Mede
(chaps. 23-28).

On the Chaidacans and their observation of the
stars {chaps, 29»—3}2.

On the kings of Media and the disagreement of
historians upon them {chaps. 32-34}.

On the topography of India and the produets of
the land, and on the customs of the Indians {chaps.

35-42).
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CONTENTS OF THE SECOND BOOK

On the Secythians, Amarons, and Hyperboreans
{(ehaps, 43-47),

On Arabia, and the products of the land and its
legends (chaps. 48-54),

On the islands which have been discovered to the
south in the ocean (chaps, 55-60).
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BOOK II

Tur preceding Book, being the first of the whole
work, embraces the facts which concern Egypt, among
which are included both the myths related by the
Egyptians about their gods and about the nature
of the Nile, and the other marvels which are told
about this river, as well as a deseription of the land
of Egypt and the acts of each of their ancient kings.
Next in order came the struciures known as the
pyramids, which are listed among the seven wonders
of the world, After that we discussed such mattery
cennected with the laws and the courts of law, and also
with the animals which are considered sacred smong
the Igyptians, as exeite admiration and wonder,
alse their cnstoms with respeet {o the dead, and then
named such Greeks as were noted for their learning,
whe, upon visiting Hgypt and being instructed in
many useful things, thereupon transferred them to
(ireece.  And in this present Beok we shall set forth
the events which took place in Asia in the ancient
pericd, beginning with the time when the Assyrians
were the dominant power,

Ir: the earliest age, then, the kings of Asia were
native-born, and in connection with them no memory
iz preserved of either a notable deed or a personal
name. 'The first to be handed down by tradition
to history and memery for us as one who achieved
great deeds Is Ninus, king of the Assyrians, and of him

V fweere Bekkor, Vogel: Fmera 85 B2, Dindorf
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we shall now endeavour to give a detailed aceount,
For being by nature a warlike man and emulous of
valour, he supplied the strongest of the young men
with arms, and by training them for a considerable
time he accustomed them to every hardship and all
the dangers of war. And when now he had collected
a notable army, he formed an slliance with Ariaess,
the king of Arabia, a country which in those times
seems to have abounded in brave men. Now, in
general, this nation s one which loves freedom and
under no eircumstances submits to a foreign ruler;
conseguently neither the kings of the Persians at a
later time nor those of the Macedenians, thongh the
most powerful of their day, were ever able to enslave
this nation. For Arabia is, in generai a dificslt
counrtry for a foreign army to campaign in, part of it
being desert and part of it waterless and supplied
at intervals with wells which ave hidden and known
only to the natives.! Ninus, however, the king of the
Assyrians, taking along the ruler of the Arabians as
an ally, made a campaign with a great artay apainst
the Babylonians whose conntry berdered apon his-—in
those thnes the present city of Babylon had not yet
been founded, but there were other notable cities in
Babylonia—and after easily subduing the inhabitants
of that region because of their inexperience in the
dangers of war, he laid upon them the yearly payment
of fixed {ributes, but the king of the conguered,
whom he took eaptive along with his children, he put
to death., Then, invading Armenia in great force
and laying waste some of its cities, he struck terror

t Arabia and its peoples ave more fully desoribed in chaps,

x
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into the inhabitants; consequently theilr king
Barzanes, realizing that he was no maich for him in
battie, met him with many presents and announced
that ke would obey his every command. But Ninus
treated him with great magnanimity, and agreed that
he should not only centinue to rule over Armenia
but shouid also, as his friend, furnish 2 contingent
and supphies for the Assyrian army.  And as his power
continually increased, he made o campaign agninst
Media. And the king of this country, Pharnus,
meeting him in battle with a formidable foree, was
defeated, and he both lost the farger part of his
soldiers, and himself, being taken caplive along with
his seven sons and wife, was crucified.

2. Since the undertakings of Ninus were prospering
in this way, he was seized with & powerful desire to
subdue ali of Asia that Hes bebween the Tanals * and
the Nile; for, as a general thing, when men enloy
good fertzme, the steady current of their success
prompis in them the desire for more. Conseguently
he made one of his friends satrap of Media, while he
himself et about the task of subduing the nations of
Asia, and within a period of seventeen years he became
master of them all except the Indians and Bactrians.
Now no historian has recorded the battles with each
nation or the pumber of all the peoples conquered,
but we shall undertake fo run ever briefly the mest
important nations, as given in the account of Ctesiag
of Cnidus.?

Of the lands which le on the sea and of the others

L The Don.
? O Ctesins seo the Introduction, pp. 2xvi-xxvii

? efipors Herwerden : dnippma.
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which border on these, Ninus subdued Egypt and
Phoenicia, then Coele-Syria, Ciliela, Pampbylia, and
Lycia, and also Caria, Phrygia, snd Lydia; moreover,
he brought under his sway the Troad, Phrygia on
the Hellespont, Propontis, Bithynia, Cappadocia, and
all the barbarian nations whe inbabit the shores of
the Pontus as far as the Tauais; he also made him-
self lord of the lands of the Cadusii, Tapyri, Hyrcanii,
Drangi, of the Derbici, Carmanii, Choromnaei, and
of the Boreanii, and Parthyaei; and he invaded hoth
Persis and Susiana and Casplana, as it is called, which
is entered by cxeeedingly narrow passes, known for
that reason as the Caspian Gates. Many other
lesser nations he also brought under his rule, abont
whem it would be a long task to gpeak, But singe
Baciriena was difficelt to invade and contained
mullitudes of warlike men, after much toil and
Iabour in vain he deferred to a later time the war
against the Bactriani, and leading his forees back
into Assyria selected a place excellently situated for
the founding of a great chty.

3. For having accomplished decds more notable
than those of any king before him, he was eager to
found a cily of such magnitude, that not only would
it be the largest of any wlg'aich then existed in the whole
inhabited world, bul alse that no other ruler of a later
time should, #f he sndertook such & task, find it easy
to gsurpass him. Accordingly, after honowring the
king of the Arubians with gifts and rich spoils from
his wars, he dismissed him and his contingent to

* wal Muelov after ®puyiar, omitted by I), is doleted by
Kallenberg, Texthritik und Sprachgebranch Dwdors, i 4
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* The city of Nineveh, which lay on the cast bank of the
Tigria, not on the Buphrates, Strabo (16, L 3) says that it
was “ much greater®” than Babylon, whose cireuit, as given
below {7, 3}, was 389 atades,

# Tt1s believed with reason that behind the mythics] figure
of Semiramis, made famous by Creek and Romsn legend,
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return to their own country and then, gathering his
forees from every guarler and all the necessary
material, he founded on the Buphrates river a city?
which was well fortified with walls, giving it the form
of a rectangle. The longer sides of the city were
each one hundred and fifty stades in length, and the
shorter ninety. And so, since the total eircuit
comprised four hundred and eighty stades, he was
not disappointed in his hope, since a city its equal,
in respeet to either the length of its cirenit or the
magnificence of its walls, was never founded by any
man after his time., For the wall had a height of
ene hundred feet and its width was sufficient for three
chariots abreast to drive upen; and the gnn total of
its towers was one Lhousand five hundred, and their
height was twe hundred feet. He settled in it
bhoth Assyriang, who constituted the majority of the
population and had the greatest power, sud any who
wished to come frem all other nations.  And to the
city he gave his own name, Ninug, and he inchuded
within the territory of s colonists a large part of
the neighbouring country,

4. Since after the founding of this ¢ity Ninus made
a ecampaign against Bactriana, where he married
Semiramis,® the most renowned of all women of whom
we have any record, it is necessary first of all to tell
how she rese from a lowly fortune to such fame,

“ g gort of Asayrian Catherine 1, distinguished equnally in war
and for sensuality *’ {How and Wells, 4 Commentary on Herodo.
tug, I. p. 143}, lies the historical Sammu-ramat, who was
queen-regent in the opening years of the reign of ber son
Adad-nirar: 71T, 811782 5.6, About her in the course of the
canturies gathered many attributes of the Babyloninn goddess
Ishtar; her sonm greatly extended the Assyrian power {sce
The Cambridge Ancient History, 5. pp, 27 £, 1834},
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romwoy els {xGhr 8id kal rovs Shpovs uéypr Tob
vby améyecfar rovrov ol {wov xal Tyway rols
txfie s Beots, wept 8¢ Tow Towoy Smoev T
Bpédos éEerély maijfovs mepiaTepdy  évpeor-
redorres wapadifes xal Satpovies Umwé rTovTow
o waibior Siarpéfecbar Tas pdv yép raly
mrépufL  mepeyovaas 6 ahua ol [Spédovs
wavrayley Gdarrar, rac & e OV ovweyyvs
émavhewy, owbre Typioear Tols v Sovadiovs
kal Tovs dAhovs vopels drévrast év 19 oréuar
Pepotoas ydha Savpédew wapacraloboas dvd

I So Rhodomann : dxbeivas év ofs moAdod wafbevs veporeply
évvogaesely dlwbdres wagaddius rpagfis kal cernplas Tuyer Th
Bpépos (“where a great muliitude of dovea were wonl to
have their nests and where the bale came upon nourish-

ment and safely in an astounding menner ). Almost the
very saine words are repeated in the following sentence,
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Now there is in Syria & city known as Ascalon, and
ot far from it a large and deep lake, full of fish, On
e shore is a precinet of a famons goddess whom the
Syrians call Derceto; ! and this geddess has the head
of a woman but all the rest of her body iz that of a
fish, the reaston bheing something like this, The
story as given by the most learned of the inhabitants
of the reglon is as follows : Aphrodite, being offended
with this goddess, inspired in her a violent passion
for a certain handsome youth amoeng her votaries;
and Derceto gave herself to the Syrian and bere a
danghter, but then, filled with shame of her sinful
deed, she killed the youth and exposed the child
in & rocky desert region, while as for herself, from
shame and grief she threw herself into the lake and
was changed as to the form of her body into a fish;
angd it is for this reason that the Syrians to this day
abstain from this animal and honour their fish as gods,
But abeut the region where the habe was exposed
a great muliitude of doves had their nests, and by
them the child was nurtured in an asiounding and
miraculous manner; for some of the doves kept the
body of the babe warm on all sides by covering it
with their wings, while others, when they cbserved
that the cowherds and the other keepers were absent
from the nearby steadings, brought milk therefrom
in their beaks and fed the babe by putting it drep

I Another pame for the Phoenician Astarte, Herodotus
{I. 105} calls the goddess of Ascalon the " Heavenly Aphro.
dite”’

2 gwdyras Ursinus, Vogel: omitted ACDF G amderay all
other MBS, Bekker, Dindorf,
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by drop between #ts lips.  And when the ehild was a
year old and in need of wore solid nourishment,
the doves, pecking off bits from the cheeses, supplied
it with sufficient nourishinent, Now when the keepers
returned and saw that the cheeses had been nibbled
about the edges, they were astonished at the strange
happening; they accordingly kept a look-out, and
on shscovering the canse found the infant, which
was of surpassing beauty. At once, then, bringing
it te their steadings they turned it over to the keeper
of the royal herds, whose name was Shmmas; and
Simmas, being childless, gave every care to the rear
ing of the girl, as his own daughter, and called her
Semiranis, & nane slightly altered from the word
which, in the language of the Syrians, means
“ doves,” birds which sinee that thne all the
ichabitants of Syria have continsed to honour as
goddesses,

5. Such, then, v in suhstanec the story that is told
sbout the birth of Semiramis. And when she had
already come to the age of marriage and far surpassed
all the other maidens in beanty, an officer was sent
from: the king’s court to inspect the royal herds,
his name was Onnes, and he stood first ameng the
members of the king’s council and had been appointed
governor over all Syria. He stopped with Simmas,
and on seeing Semiramis was captivated by her
beauty ; consequently he earnestly entreated Simmas
to give himm the maiden in lawful marriage and ook
her off to Ninus, where he married her and begat
two sons, Hyapates and Hydaspes. And since the
other qualities of Semiramis were in keeping with
the beanty of her countenance, it turned out that
her husband became completely enslaved by her,
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and since he would do nothing without her advice
he prospered in everything.

It was at just this time that the king, now that he
had completed the founding of the city which bore
his name, undertook his campaign against the
Bactrians. And since he was well aware of the
greatnumber and the valour of thesemen,and realized
that the country had many places which because of
their strength could not be approached by an enemy,
he enrolled a great host of soldiers from ali the nations
under his sway; for as he had come off badly in his
earlier campaign, he was resolved on appearing
before Baciriana with a force many times as lnrge
az theirs. Accordingly, after the army had been
assembled from every source, it numbered, as
Ctesias has stated in his history, one million seven
hundred thousand foot-soldiers, two hundred and ten
thousand cavalry, and slightly less than ten thousand
si¥ hundred scythe-bearing chariots,

Now at first hearing the great size of the army is
ineredible, but it will not seem at all impossible to
any who consider the great extent of Asia and
the vast numbers of the peoples who inhabit it
For if a man, disregarding the campaign of Darins
against the Scythiuns with eight hundred thousand *
men and the cressing made by Xerxes against
Greece with a host beyond number,? should consider
the events which have taken place in Burope only
yesterday or the day before, he would the more
quickly come to regard the statement as credible.
In Sicily, for instance, Dionysius led forth on his

! Herodotus (4. 87) makes the namber 700,000, exclusive of
the fleet.
2 (Op. Book 11, 8.
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' Dodorus assumes that his readers are familiay with the
fact that the vessel constituting the body of this Beet was the
trireme, the standard warship of the period of Dionysius ffourth
contury B.03; the quudriremes and quingueremes were the
next two larger classes. The complement of the trireme was
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campaigns from the single oty of the Syrfacusans
one hundred and twenity thousand foot-soldiers and
twelve thousand cavalry, and from a single harbour
four hundred warships, some of which were guadri-
remes and quinqueremes;! and the Romans, a
little before the time of Hannibal, foresceing the
magnitude of the war, earolled all the men in Haly
who were fit for millary serviee, both eitizens and
allies, and the total sum of them fell only a hittle
short of one million; and yet as regards the number
of inhabitants a man would not compare all Jtaly
with & single one of the nations of Asia? Let these
facts, then, be a sufficient reply on our part to those
who try to estimalie the populations of the nations of
Asia in ancient times on the strength of infereaces
drawn from the desolation which at the present time
prevails in s cities,

6. Now Ninus in his eampaign against Bactriana
with so large a foree was compelied, because access
to the country was difficult and the passes were
narrow, to advance his srmy in divisiens. For the
country of Bactriana, though there were many large
eities l}:)r the people to dwell in, had one which was
the most famous, this being the city containing the
royal palace; it was ealled Bactra, and in size and in
the strength of its aeropolis was by far the first of
thera all.” The king of the country, Oxyartes, had

at least 200 men, which makes & minimum for the fleet of
80,000 rewers and marines. The larger vessels would, of
course, carry larger orews,  According to Polybins (1. 268} the
quingueremes of the Romans in the third century 5.0, earried
200 rowers and 120 marines,

* Polybius (2. 24. 16) estimates the total number of Romans
and allies capable of bearing arms al this time (¢, 225 5.0} as
100,000 foot.eoldiers and 70,000 cavalry,
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enrolled all the men of military age, and they had
been gathered to the number of four hundred
thousand. 8o taking this force with him and meeting
the enemy at the passes, he allowed a2 division of the
army of Ninus te enter the country; and when he
thought that a sufficient number of the enemy had
debouched into the plain he drew out his own forces
in battle-order. A flerce struggle then ensued in
which the Bactrians put the Assyrians to flight, and
pursuing them as far as the mountains which over-
locked the field, killed about one hundred thousand
of the enemy. But later, when the whole Assyrian
force entered their country, the Baciyians, over-
powered by the multitade of them, withdrew city by
¢city, each group intending to defend itsownhomeland.
And so Ninus easily subdued all the other cities, but
Bactzra, because of its strength and the equipment for
war which it contained, he was unable to take by
storm.

But when the siege was proving a long affair the
husband of Semiramis, who was enamoured of his
wife and was making the campaign with the king,
sent for the woman. And she, endowed as she was
with understanding, daring, and all the other
qualities which contribute to distinction, seized the
spportunity to display her native ability. First of
all, then, sinee she was about to set out upon a journey
of many days, she devised a garb which made it im-
possible to distinguish whether the wearer of it was a
man or 2 woman. This dress was well adapted to her
needs, as regards both her travelling in the heat, for
protecting the colour of her skin, and her convenience
in doing whatever she mi?zt wish to de, since it
was quite pliable and suitabie to a young person, and,
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t The Median dress was distingunished from thet of the
Greehs by its covering for the head, & long coat with sjeeves
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in 4 word, was so attractive that in later iimes the
Medes, who were then deminant in Asia, always
wore the garb of Semiramis, as did the Persions
after them? Now when Bemiramis arrived in
Baciriana and observed the progress of the siege,
she noted that & was on the platns and at positions
which were easily assailed that attacks were being
made, byt that no one ever assaulied the acropolis
because of ite strong position, and that its defenders
had left their posts there and were coming to the aid
of these who were hard pressed on the walls below.
Consequently, taking with her such soldiers as were
aceustomed to clambering uprockyheights, andmaking
hier way with them ap thr{;ug{a a certain difficult
ravine, she seized a part of the acropolis and gave a
gignal to those whe were besieging the wall down in
the plain. Therenpon the defenders of the city,
struck with terror at the seizure of the height, left
tlie walls and abandoned all hope of saving themselves,

When the city had been taken in this way, the king,
marvelling at the ability of the woman, at first
honoured her with great gifts, and lster, becoming
infatuated with her because of her beauty, tricd to
persuade ler husband to yield her to him of bis own
accord, offering in return for this faveur to give him
his own daughter Sosané to wife, But when the man
toek his offer with ill grace, Ninug threatened to
put eut his eyes unless he at once acceded to his
comnmands. And Onnes, partly out of fear of the

sxtending to the hands, frovsers, and boota.  SBtrabo (11, 13. 9)
expressed the contempt fenerally folt for it by the Greeks when,
in observing that the Persians adopted this garh, he adds that
* thoy anbmitted to wear feminine robes instead of going naked
or lightly clad, and to cover their bodies all over with clothes.™
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% The following picture of Babylon serves fo show the
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king’s threats and partly out of his pagsion for his
wife, fell into a kind of frenzy and madness, pat a
rope about his neck, and hanged himeelf Such,
then, were the circumstences whereby Semiramis
attained the position of gueen.

7. Ninus secured the treasures of Bactra, which
eontained a great amount of both gold and silver,
and after settling the affairs of Bactriana disbanded his
forces. After this he begat by Serniramis a son Ninyas,
and then died, leaving his wife as queen. Semijramis
buried Ninss in the precinet of the palace and erected
over his tomb & very large monnd, nine stades high
and ten wide, as Ctesias says, Consequently, since
the city lay on a plain along the Buphrates, the
mound was visible for a distance of many stades, like
an acropelis ; and this mound stands, they say, even
to this day, though Ninus was razed to the ground
by the Medes wlen they éestmyed the empire of
the Assyriang}

Semiramis, whose nature made her eager for great
exploits and ambitious te surpass the fame of her
predecessor on the throne, set her mind upon found-
ing a city in Babylonia, and after securing the
architecis of all the world and skilled artisans and
making alt the other neeessary preparations, she
gathered together from her enmtire kin Ig(iem two
million men te complete the work? Taking the

of & nation than of » city ' {Aristotle, Pofifics, 3. 8. 5), mada
upon the Greeks. The older city was badly damaged by the
sack of Sennacherib {e. 688 n.0.k.  The same ruler, however,
commenced the work of rebuilding i6, a task which was
continued by successive kings of Assyria, The Chaldaean
Nebuchadrezzar (605-562 p.g.) further smbellished it, making
it the most magnificent city of Asia, and i is his eity which
was known to the claasical writers,
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' 8o Richstadt, who deletes after wevérazes: **And such
was the massiveness of &he works that the width of the
walls was sufficient to aliow six charicts te drive abresst

upen i, and their height was unbelievable to those who
only hear of it,%

*ucoby, ¥, Gr. Hist, sv. Kletarchos, frg. 10, adds
Spywdy atter Hloy and sdopts the resding of ABD and
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Buplirates river into the centre she threw about the
city 2 wall with great towers set at frequent intervals,
the wall being three hapdred and sixty stades?
in cireumference, as Clesias of Cnidos says, but accord-
ing te the aceount of Cleitarchus and certain of those
who at a later time crossed into Asia with Alexander,
three hundred and sixty-five stades:? and these
latter add that it was her desire to make the number
of stades the same as the days in the year, Making
baked bricks fast in bitumen she built a wall with a
height, as Creslas says, of Bfty fathoms, but, as some
later writers have recorded, of ffty cubits,? and
wide enough for more than two charfots abreast to
drive upon; and the towers numbered two hundred
and fifty, their height and width corresponding to
the massive scale of the wall. Now it need occasion
no wonder that, considering the great length of the
circuit wall, Semiramis construeted a small number of
towers; for since over a long distance the eity was
sarrounded by swamps, she decided not to build
towersalong that space,the swamps offering asufficient
natural defence.  And all along between the dwell-
ings and the walls a road was left two plethra wide,

* About forty miles,

? Herodotus {1, I78) makes the cireuit of the walls 480
stades, Strabo {16, 1. 5) 385, althongh this number hag been
generally taken by edifors to be an error of the MBS, for 365,
tms Dbringing him inte agreement with Cleitarchus and
Guintus Curtrus 5. 4,

2 i either 300 feet high or 75 feet high. Herodotus, {e.,
gives the height as 200 “ royal cubite *’ (o, 833 fest),

Taetzew, Chil, 8. B6: #b & fur Spyuidy uovva, &y ¥ Do
Ty rewrépwy pael, Tyxdy Ldeovre {F their height being sixty
fathoms, but, as some later writers say, sixty cubits”).
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& In order to expedite the building of these
eonstructions she apportioned a slade to each of her
friends, furnishing suficient matertal for their task
and direeting them to complele their work witlin a
year. And when they had finished these assign-
ments wilh great speed she gratefully accepted
their zeal, but she took for herself the construction
of a bridge ! five stades long at the narrowesl point
of the river, skilfully sinking the piers, which stood
twelve feet apart, into Hs bed. And the stones,
which were set firmly together, she bonded with iron
cramps, and the joints of the eramps ® she filied by
pouring in lead. Again, before the piers on the
side which would receive the current she constructed
cutwaters whose sides were roanded to turn off the
water and which gradually diminished to the width
of ihe pier, in order that the sharp points of the
cutwaters mighl divide the impetus of the stream,
while the reunded sides, yielding to its force, might
soften the violence of the river® This bridge, then,
floored as it was with heams of cedar and cypress
and with pahn logs of exceptional size and having a
width of thirty feet, is considered to have been inferior
in technical skill to none of the works of Semiramis.
And on each side of the river she built an expensive
apart. An inscription of Nebuechadrossar aseribes this bridge
to his father Nabopolussar (B. Koldewey, The Excavalions af
Babylon {Eng, transl), pp. 197-08},

2 Or “of the stonea ™ {so Liddell.Bcott-Jones). But the
uso of cramps and dowels, sank into the stones and made
{ast by pouring in molten lead, was the sccepted bonding
method o the classic peried of Greek erchitectnre, snd
dove-tailed wooden eramps Iaid in biturmen have been found
in Babylen {Koldewey, Le., p. 1T7)

% The sidea of the piers, as remsing show, were convex at
the north ends snd then sharply receded to & point.
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quay ! of about the same width as the walls and
one hundred and sixtv stades long,

Semiramis also built twe palaces on the very banks
of the river, one ai each end of the bridge, her inten-
tion being that from them she might be able beth to
lock down over the entire city and to hold the keys,
as it were, to its most impertant sections. And
since the Bauphrates river passed through the centre
of Babylon and flowed in a southerly direction, one
paiace faced the rising and the other the setting sun,
and both had been constructed on a lavish scale.
For in the case of the one whicl: faced west she made
the length of is first or onter cirenit wall sixty stades,
fortifying it with lofty walls, which had been built
at great cost and were of burned brick, And within
this she built a second, cizenlar in form,? in the bricks
of which, before they were baked, wild animaly of
every kind had been engraved, and by the ingenious
use of colours these fignres reprodnced the actunal
appearance of the animals themselves; this cirenit
watl had a length of forty stades, a width of three
hundred bricks, and a height, as Ctesias says, of fifty
fathoms; the height of the towers, however, was
seventy fathoms. And she bailt withiu these two
vet a third cirenit wall, which enclosed an acropolis
whese circnmference was twenty stades in length,
but the height and width of the stimeture sur-
passed the dunensions of the middle cirenit wall.

# (p, Herodotus 1. 180,

* Koldewe e(f {Le., p 130} holds that the Greok word may not
be transind c;rcu}m' (Freferrmg *gunular, enclosed in
itself, not open on one s fike the outer peribolos,” hig
resson being that a *‘ clroular peribolos b found nowhere in
Babylon
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i Koldewey {L.c., pp. 120-31}identifies this palace with what
ho cally the Persian Building, and fnds traces of the thres
girenit walls {periboloi). Tt is a striking coincidence that
among the fragments of glazed bricks depleting a chase of
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On beth the towers and the walls there wera again
animals of every kind, ingeniously execunted by the
use of colours as well as by the realistic imitation of
the several types; and the whole had been made to
represent a hunt, complete in every detail, of all
sorts of wild anhinals, and their size was more than
fonr cubits. Among the animals, moreover, Semi-
ramis had also been portrayed, on horseback and in
the act of hurling a avelin at a leopard, and nearby
was her husband Ninus, in the act of thrusting his
spear inte & lion at close quarterst  In this wall she
also set triple gates, two of which were of bronze and
were opened by a mechanical device.

Now this palace far surpassed in both size and
details of execution the one on the other bank of
the river. For the eireuit wall of the latter, made
of burned brick, was only thirky stades long, and
instead of the ingenious portrayal of animals it
had bronze statues of Ninns and Semiramis and their
officers, and one also of Zeus, whom the Babylonians
call Belus;? and on it were alse portrayed both
battle-scenes and hunts of every kind, which flled
those who gazed thereon with varied emotions of
pleasnre.

4§, After this Semiramis picked ont the lowest spot
in Babylonia and built a square reservoir, which was
three hundred stades long on cach side; it was con-
stracted of baked brick and bitumen, and had a
wild animals there was found only one human face, that of
= woman in white enamel. *° Weo can soarcely doubt, there-
fore,”* he says, * that Diodorus was deseribing the enamels of
the Persian building, and that the white fuee of a woman Is the
same that Ctesias recogpized as & portrait of Semiramis,”

A ¢ Zeus Belus®' was the name by which the Bahylonian
Bel Marduk was known among the Greeks.
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depth of thirty-five feet.  Then, diverting the river
futo H, she built an underground passage-way from
one palace to the other; and making it of barned
brick, she coated the vaslted chambers on both
sides with hot bitumen nntil she had made the
thickncss of this coating four cubits,  The side walls
of the passage-way were twenty bricks thick and
twelve feet high, exclusive of the barvelvault, and
the width of the passage-way was fifteen feet. And
after this construction had been finished in only seven
days she let the river back again into its old channel,
and 80, since the stremn Howed above the passage-
way, Semiramis was able to go across from one palace
to the other withont passing over the river. At each
end of the passage-way she also set bronze gates
which stood until the time of the Persian rule.

After thiz she bnilt in the centre of the ¢ity a
temple * of Zeus whom, as we have said, the Baby-
jontans ¢alt Belus, Now since with regard to this
temple the historians are at vartance, and sinee time
has caused the structare to fallin ruins, it is impossible
to give the exact facts concerning i, But all agree
that it was exceedingly high, and that in it the Chal-
daeans made their observations of the stars, whose
risings and settings could be accurately obscrved by
reason of the height of the strueture.  Now the entire
butlding was ingeniously constracted at great expense

* Whalfollowsis s descri twn of the gread zigguras, or stage-
sower, of B-temen-ana-ki, the ™ foundadion stone of heaven and
earth,” Asccordin uf to Herodotis {1, 181} it had eight stories,
but B, Unger {Babylon {1931}, pp. 191 £} finds evidence for
only seven {cp. the Reconstraction, p. 383), The height of
this great stmcture was nearly 300 feet, and in the course of
timme there gathered about it the Hebrew myth of the Power
of Bubel {op. The Cambridge Ancient History, I, pp. 508 £.),

38



DIODORUS OF BICILY

Tov xal whivBov wedphorexrnuérms weluTedds,
én drpas tis avaBdoews tpla xareouebacer
dydrpara  ypvod o*qbquka‘m, mos‘, Hpag,
‘Péas. Tovtwy 3¢ 70 pév Tob Aws éorynds i
xal StaBefnuds, dmdpyor 8¢t woddv Tervapd-
xovTa TO wiKos. araﬁ’,u?w elye yhwr raidvrov
Ba,@z}hmmwv 'm 8¢ rfis "Péas eni Sigbpov xadi-
pevoy xpuaad Tov laov m‘aﬁgzov e:,xe 9 wpoer-
pruéves éml B¢ Téy yovdTwy alris eloTirecay
Mcm-rec; 3%, «at w?u;cnov Ghews vweppe'yeﬁeze
apryupot, 7pcaxw'ra TardEvrv Exao“roq exwv 76
Bdgos. 'm 8¢ ris "Hpas w‘r?}xeq ?}‘If aryalpa,
arabuoy Eyov Taldrrev beraxociwr, ral T4
pev Sefud xewpi warelye ris wearis By, TH
& apw-repa oKiTTpOY Mboxcdhyrov.  TOUTGLS
8¢ wdot fwwn ’rmpe;cewo rodrela vaa?; adupi-
Aaros, O péy pixes WoddY TErTApdKOPTR, TO
¥ edpos wevvexaef&xa, arabuor Eyovoa Taidrrwy
'rreﬂrarcocnwv énl Bé 'rmfi'r?}? émégetrre  Svo
rapyioa, orabucy éyorra 'rpaarcawa va?&aww:f.
7'?0“&1; 8¢ rat ﬁvma'mpm Tér wév apifudy loa,
Tor 8¢ arabuov ex(wepw Takdrroy 'rpw,xocrfwv-
brijpxov 3¢ xal xpariipes ypvoel 7pels, dv o
pev 700 Aube elhwe rdAavTa Baﬁvhwvm iea
wal Sraxbota, Té@r § dAAer fxdrepos éfaxcoia.
dAAG Tabra udv of Taw Hepadv Bacidels Torepow
éotdnoay Téry 8¢ Bacieiwr xal rdr dAAov
xaTaa'xeuaapwrwv 6 ypovos Ta pév 57&00‘){59&3?
Bpdpice, 14 & Elvugraro wai vap auTiS TS
Baﬁvkwm viw ﬁpaxv Tt pepoe oigelrat, 1o O
wAELoTOY Errds Telyous yewpyelrat.

10, “Tripye 8¢ xal & xpepacros xaolpevos
382

BOOK 1L g. s5-10. 1

of bitumen and brick, and at the top of the ascent
Semiramis set up three statues of hammered gold, of
Zeus, Hera, and Rhea.  Of these statues that of Zeus
represented him erect and striding forward, and,
being forty feet high, weighed a thousand Babylonian
talents; that of Rhea showed her seated on a golden
throne and was of the same weight as that of Zeus;
and at her knees stood two lions, while near by were
huge serpents of silver, each one weighing thirty
talents. The statue of Hera was alse standing,
weighing eight hundred talenis, and in ber right hand
she held a snake by the head and in her left a scepire
studded with precious stones. A table for all three
statues, made of hammered gold, stood before them,
forty feet long, fifteen wide, and weighing fve
hundred talents. Upen it rested twe deinking-cups,
weighing thirty talents. And there were censers ag
well, also two in number but weighing each three
hundred talents, and alss three gold mixing bowls,
of which the one belonging to Zeus weighed twelve
hundred Babylonian ialenis and the other two six
hundred each. But all these were later carried off as
spoil by the kings of the Persians,® while as for the
palaces and the other buildings, time has either
entirely offaced them or left them in ruins; and in
fact of Babylen itself but a small part is inhabited at
this time, and most of the area within its walis is
given over te agriculture.

1. There was also, beside the acropolis, the Hang-

I Babylon was taken by the Persians in 539 no.

! Vogel follows D in reading 3% here and delotes it after
o’raﬁ,uav
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ing Garden, as it is called, wlhich was built, not by
Semiramis, but by a later Syrian king to please one of
his concubines; for she, they say, being a Perstan by
race and longing for the meadows of her mountains,
asked the king to imitate, throungh the artifice of a
planted garden, the distinetive landscape of Persial
The park * extended four plethra on each side, and
since the approach to the garden sloped like & hillside
and the several parts of the structure rose from one
another tier on tier, the appearznce of the whole
resembled that of a theatre. When tlie ascending
terraces had been built, there Lad been constracted
beneath them galleries which carried the entive
weight of the planted garden and rose Bitle by little
one above the other along the approach; and the
uppermost gallery, which was fifty cubits high,
bore the Eighest surface of the park, which
was made level with the clreuit wall of the
battlements of the city. Furthermore, the walls,
which had been constructed at great expense, were
tweniy-twe feet thick, while the passage-way be-
tween ench two walls was ten feet wide. The roofs
of the galleries were covered over with beams of
stone sixteen feet long, inclusive of the overlap, and
four feet wide. The roof abeve these beams had
first a layer of veeds laid iIn great quantities of
bitumen, over this two courses of baked brick bonded
by cement, and as a third layer a covering of lead, to
the end that the meisture from the seil might not
penetrate beneath,  On all this agah: earth bad been

v The “ Hanging (ardens’ were bailt by the Chaldaean
Nebuchadrezzar (605562 m.¢.) for his wife Amyhia, o Median
princess.

® Paradeisos, ** park,’’ & word borrowed from the Persisn,
nieant no more then & wooded enclosure,
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piled to a depth suflicient for the roots of the largest
trees; and the ground, when levelled off, was thickly
planted with trees of every kind that, by their great
size or uny other charm, could give pleasure to the
beholder.  And since the galleries, each projecting
beyend another, all reccived the lght, they con-
tained many royal lodgings of every deseription;
and there was one gallery whicl: contained openings
leading from the topmest surface and machines for
supplying the garden with water, the machines raising
the water in great abundance from the river, although
no one outside could see it being done. Now this
park, as I have said, was 2 later construction.*

11, Semiramis fonnded other cities alse along the
Euphrates and Tigris rivers, in which she estab-
lished trading-places for the merchants who brought
goods from Media, Paractacent, and all the neigh-
bouring region. For the Huphrates and Tigris, the
most notable, one may say, of all the rivers of Asia
after the Nile and Ganges, have their sources in the
mouniains of Armenia and are two thousand five
hundred stades apart at their origin, and after Howing
through Media and Paractacené they enter Meso-
potamia, which they enclese between them, thus

for this: {1} hewn sfone, rarely found elsewhere in Babylon,
was used in it construction ; {2) the walls, eapecianlly the contral
ones, are unusnally thick, as if te bear some heavy burden
{8} the presence of & well, unigue among the rany found in the
raina of the city, which consists of three adjoining shafts, the
twe cuter and oblong ones presumably being used for an end-
fess chain of buckets, and the ventral and square shalt serving
a3 an inspection.chamber. L. W, King (4 Hislory of Babylon,
pp. 46-50} recognizes the force of theso arguments, bub iz
inelined “* to hope for & more convincing site for the gnrdena.”
B, Unger (Babylon, pp. 216 .} accepts the identification of
Keldowey,
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giving this name to the counmtry.® After this they
Rlass through Babylonia and empty into the Red Sea.?

oreover, sinee the:y are great sireams and traverse
a spacious territory they offer many advantages to
men who follow a merchant trade; and it is due to
this fact that the reglons along their banks arc flled
with prosperous trading-places which contribute
greatly to the fame of Babylonia,

Semiramis quarried out a stone from the mountains
of Armenta which was one hundred and thirty feet
long and twenty-five feet wide and thick ; and this she
hauled by means of many multitades of yokes of
mules and oxen to the river and therc loaded it on a
raft, on which she brought it down the stream to
Babylonia; she then set it up beside the most famons
strect, an astonishing sight to all who passed by.
And this stone is called by some an obelisk ® from its
shape, and they number it among the seven wondery
of the world,

12. Although the sights to be seen in Babylomia
are many and singular, not the least wonderful is the
enormous amount of bitumen which the countey
produces; so great is the supply of this that it not
only suffices for theiz buildings, which are numerous
and large, but the common people also, gathering at
the place,® draw it out without any restriction, and

<

1 Meaning the * region between the rivers.”’ Neither of
the rivers touches either Media or Paraetacend, which Hes
between Medin and Persis,

* {.e the Persian Guif, For Diodorus, as for Herodoius {ep.
1, 1), the * Red Bea’’ was all the water sonth of Asia,  Our
¥ Red Sea’” is the * Arabian Gulf *? of Diodorus {ep. 1. 33. 8},

3 Qbelisk is a diminutive of obefos (* 2 spit )

¢ According to Herodotns (1. 179) the place was eight days’
jontRey from Babylon at the source of the river Is, which was
& tributary of the Fuphrates,
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drying it burn it in place of wood.  And countless as
ig the muititude of men who draw it out, the amount
remaing uadiminished, as if derived from some im-
mense source.  Moreover, near this source thereis a
vent-hole, of no great size but of remarkable potency.
For it emits a heavy sulphurous vapour which brings
death to all Hving creatures that approach it, and they
meet with an end swift and strange; for after being
subjected for a time to a retention of the breath they
are killed, as though the expulsion of the breath were
being prevented by the force which has attacked the
processes of respiration; and immediately the body
swalls and blows up, particularly in the region about
the lungs. And there is also across the river a jake
whose edge effers solid footing, and if any man,
unacquainted with it, enters it he swims for a short
time, but as he advances towards the centre hie is
dragged down as though by a certain force; and when
he begins to help himself and malkes up his mind to
turn back to shore again, theugh he struggles to
extricate himself, it appears as if he were being
hauled back by something ecise; and he becomes
beaumbed, first in his feet, then in his legs as far as
the groin, and finally, overcome by numbness in his
whole body, he is carried to the bottom, and a little
later is cast up dead.

Now concerning the wonders of Babylonia let what
has been said suffice.

13, After Semiramis had made an end of her build-
ing operations she set forth in the direction of Media
with a great force. And when she had arrived at
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t ‘This is the sarlisst mention of the modern Behistun, near
the "' Gate of Asia’ on the old highway botween Babyion
and Kebstens, Diodoras preserving the original form of the
name Bagistana, * place of the Gods * or “ of God.”” Fhe great
inseription, which became the Rosetta Stone of cuneiform, was
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the mountain known as Bagistanus,! she encamped
near it and Jaid eut a park, which had a circum-
ference of twelve stades and, being situated in the
Fiain, contained a great spring by means of which
1er plantings could be irrigated. The Bagistanus
mountain is sacred te Zeus and on the side facing
the park has sheer cliffs which rise to a height of
seventeen stades. The lowest part of these she
smoothed off and engraved thereon a likeness of
herself with a hundred spearmen at her side. And
she also put this inscription on the cliff in Syrian?
jetters: * Semiramis, with the pack-saddles of the
heasts of burden in her army, built up a mound fiom
the plain and thereby climbed this precipice, even to
its very ridge.”

Setting forth from that place and arriving at the
city of Chauwon in Media, she noticed on a certain
high plateau a rock both of striking helght and mass.
Accordingly, she laid out there another park of great
size, putting the rock in the middle of it, and on the
rock she erected, to satisfy her taste for luxury, some
very costly buildings from which she used to look
down both upon her plantings in the park and on the
whole army encaraped on the plain. In this place
she passed a long time and enjoyed to the full every
device that contributed to luxury; she was unwilling,
however, to contract a lawful marriage, being afraid
placed there about 518 2.0, to recount the defeat by Darius of
the rebsilion which breke out In the reign of Cambysea. It
standa about five hundred feet above the ground and the
magnificont soslptores represent the rebellious satraps, two
attendants of the king, and Darius making the gesture of
sdoration before the sacred symbol of Ahurmmnazda, Bee
L. W. King and R. C. Thompson, The Inscription of Darius the

Great at Behistun,
2 {e Assyrian.
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that she might be deprived of her supreme position,
but choosing cut the most landsome of tle soldiers
she consorted with them and then made away with
all who had lain with ler.

After this she advanced in the direction of Licha-
tana and arrived at the mouniain called Zarcaeus,?
and since this extended many stades and was full of
cliffs and chasms it rendered the journey round a long
na¢, And so she became ambitions both to leave an
immortal monument of herself and at the same time
to shorten her way; consequently she cut through
the cliffs, filled up the low places, and thus at great
expense built a short road, which to this day is called
the read of Semiramis. Upon arriving at Ecbatana,
a eity which lies on the plain, she builtin it an expen-
sive palace and in every sother way gave rather
exceptional attention to the region. For since the
¢ty had no water supply and there was no spring in
its vieinity, she made the whole of it well watered by
bringing to it with much hardship and expense an
abundance of the purest water. TFor af a distanee
from Ecbatana of about twelve stades is 2 mmountain,
which is ealled Orontes and is unnsual for its rugged-
ness and enormens height, since the ascent, straight
to is swmemit, is tweniy-five stades. And since 2
great lake, which emptied into a river, lay on the
other side, she made a cutting through the base of this
mountain,  The tunnel was fifteen feet wide and forty
feet high; and through it she brought in the river

1 The Zagros range.
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* This 18 obvicusly an attempt to explain the many mounds
which dotted the landscape of this region in the time of
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which flowed from the lake, and filled the city with
water. Now this is what she did in Media,

14, After this she visited Persis and every other
country over which she ruled throughomt Asia.
Everywhere she cut through the mountains and the
precipitous cliffs and eonstructed expensive roads,
while on the plains she made monnds, sometimes
eonstructing them as tombs for those of her generals
who died, and sometimes founding cities on their
tops. And it was alse her custom, whenever she
made camp, te build little mounds, upon which
setting her tent she eould look down upon all the
encampment. As a consequence many of the works
she built throughout Asia remain to this day and are
called Works of Bemiramis !

After this she visited all Egypt, and after subduing
most of Libya she went also to the oracle of Ammon 2
to inguire of the god regarding her own end. And
the account runs that the answer was given her that
she would disappear from among men and receive
undying hononr among some of the peoples of Asia,
and that this would take place when her son Ninyas
shonld congpire against her. Then upon her return
from these regions she visited most of Ethiopia, sub-
duing i as she went and inspecting the wonders of the
land. For in that country, they say, there is a lake,
square in form, with a perimeter of some hundred and
sixty feet, and its water is like cinnabar in colony and
the odour of it is exceeding sweet, not unlike that of

Diodoras as well as to.-day and are the remaing of ancient
dwelling sites,

% The shrine of Zeus- Ammon in the Qasis of Siwsh, which is
denoribed in Book I7. 80, in connection with the celebrated
visit to 14 of Alexander,
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1 I¥ws Bekker, Vogel 1 ifes Dindorf,

* Herodotus (3. 24} says nothing of the sort. According to
him the body is shrunk and covered with gypsum, which is
painted in such & way sy to make it resemble a living man;
then “ they set it within a hollow pillar of hyelos.”” Tt is diffi-
eult to understand bhow sowe transtators and commentators
take this word to mean * poreelain,’* for Herodotus goes on
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old wine; moreover, it has a remarkable power; for
whoever has drunk of it, they say, falls into a frenzy
and accuses himself of every sin which he had
formerly committed fu secret.  However, a man may
not readily agree with those who tell such things,

18, In the burial of their dead the inhabitants of
Lithiopis follow cnstoms peculiar to themselves; for
after they have embalmed the body and have poured
a heavy coat of glass over it they stand it on a pillar,
so that the body of the dead man is visible through
the glass to those who pass by, This is the statement
of Herodotus.!  But Ctesias of Caidus, declaring that
Herodotus is inventing a tale, gives for his part this
accomnt. ‘The bociﬁ is indeed embalmed, but glags is
not poured about the naked bodies, for they would be
burned and so completely disfigured that they could
no longer preserve their likeness, For this reason
they fashion a hollow statne of gold and when the
corpse has been put into this they ponr the glass over
the statue, and the figure, prepared in this way, is
then placed at the tomb, and the gold, fashioned as it
is to resemble the deceased, is scen through the glass,
Now the rich among them are buried in this wise, he
says, but those who leave s smaller estate receive a
silver statue, and the poor one made of earthenware
as for the glass, there is enough of it for everyone,

to say that * itis quarried by them in abuudance and is easy
te work.”” In Herodotas’ day it probably meant some trans-

ront stone, perbaps elabaster f{op. M. L. Trowbridge,
g};s’ldogicd Hiudies tn Anctent FHose (University of Tilineis
Btudies in Longuage and Liternture, 1028), pp. 28 f.}; Imb by
the time of Diodoray hyelos was the torm used for * glazs. ™
Steabo {17, 2. 2) agrees with Diodorus in saying thet in one
maenner of barial the Fthiopians * poured glass over ™ the
badies of the dead.
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since it ocears in great abundance in Ethiopia and is
quite current ameng the inhabitants. Withregard to
the customs prevailing among the Ethiopians and the
other features of their couutry we shall a little luter
set forth those that are the most importunt and
descrving of record, at which time we shall also re-
count their early decds and their mythology !

16, But after Sembramis had put in order the affairs
of Ethiopiz and Egypt she returued with her foree to
Bactra in Asin.  And since she had great forces aud
had been at peace for some time she became eager to
achieve some brilliant exploit in war.  And when she
was informed that the Indian nation was the largest
one in the world and likewise possessed both the
most extensive and the fairest country, she purpesed
to make a campaign into India? Stabrobates at
that time was king of the country and had a multitude
of soldiers witheut number; and many elephants
were also at his disposal, fitted out in an exceedingly
splendid fashion with such things as would strike
terror in war.  For India is a land of unusual beauty,
and sivee it is traversed by many rivers it is snpplied
with water over its whele area and vields two harvests
euch year: couscquently it has such an abundance of
the necessities of life that at all times it favours s
inhabitants with a bounteons eujoyment of them.
And it is said that becanse of the favourable climate
in those parts the country has never experienced a
famine or a destruction of erops, K also has an
unbelievable multitude of elephants, which beth in
courage and in strength of body far surpass those of

I This is done in Book 3. 6 £,
£ Thiscampaign was doubted already by the ancient writera;
cp. Btrabo 15, 1.8 £,
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Libya, and likewise gold, silver, iron, and copper;
furthermore, within its borders are to be found great
quantities of precious stones of every kind and of
practically all other things which contribuie to
luxury and wealth!

When Semiramis had received a detailed account
of these facts she was led to begin her war against the
Indians, although she had been done no injury by
them. And realizing that she needed an exceedingly
great force in addition to what she had she despatehed
messengers to all the satrapies, commanding the
governors to enrol the bravest of the young men and
setting their quota in accordance with the size of cach
nation; and she further ordered them all to make
new suits of armour and to be at hand, brilliantly
equipped in every other respect, at Bactra on the
third year thereafter. She alse summoned ship-
wrights from Phoenicia, Syria, Cyprus, and the rest
of the lands along the sea, and shipping thither an
abundance of timber she ordered them e build river
boats which could be taken to pleces. Tor the Indus
river, by reason of jis %}ein§ the largest in that
region and the boundary of her kingdom, required
many boats, some for the passage across and others
from which to defend the former from the Indians;
and since there was no timber near the river the
beats had to be brought from Bactriana by land,

Observing that she was greatly inferior because of
her lack of elephants, Semiramis conceived the plan
of making dunimics like these animals, in the hope
that the Indians would be struck with terror because

b India is more fully desoribed in chaps. 35 f.

8 etBwra Vogel: Biwua.
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of their belief that no elephants ever existed at all
apart from those found in India.  Accordingly she
chose out three hundred thousand black oxen and
distributed their meat among her artisans and the
men who bad been assigned to the task of making
ithe figures, but the hides she sewed together
and stuffed with straw, and thus made dummies,
copying in every detail the natural appearance of
these animals, Pach duramay had within it a man to
take care of it and a eamel and, when i was moved
by the latter, to those who saw it from a distance it
looked like an actual animal.  And the artisans who
were engaged in making these dummies for her
worked at thelr task in a certain court which had
been surrounded by a wall and had gates which were
carefully guarded, so that ne worker within could
pass out and no one from outside could come in to
them. ‘This she did in order that ne one from the
ouiside might see what was taking place and that ne
report about the dummies might escape is the
Indians.

17. When the boats and the beasts bad been pre-
pared in the two allolted years, on the third she
summoned her forees from everywhere to Bactriana.
And the multitude of the army which was assembled,
as Ctesias of Cnidus has recorded, was three million
foot-soldiers, two hundred thousand cavalry, and one
hundred thousand chariots, There were also men
mounted on camels, carrying swords four eubits long,
83 many in number as the charots.  And river boats
which could be taken apart she built to the number of
two thousand, and she had collected camels to carry
the vessels overland.  Camels 2lso bore the dummies
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3 4. the clephants,

? In the Third Macedenisn War, 173-187 n0., Polyaenus
{4. 20} says that Perscus constructed wooden dummins of
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of the elephants, as has beeu mentioned; and the
soldiers, by bringing their horses up te these camels,
accustomed them not to fear the savage nature of
the beasts.® A similar thing was alse done many
years later by Perseus, the king of the Macedonians,
before his decisive conflict with the Romans who had
elephants from Libyva? But neither in his case did
it turn out that the rzeal and ingenuity displayed in
such matters had any effect on the conflict, nor in that
of Bemiramis, as will be shown more precisely in our
further account.

When Stabrebates, the king of the Indians, heard
of the immensity of the forces mentioned and of the
exceedingly great preparations which had been made
for the war, be was anxious to surpass Semiramis in
every respect.  First of all, then, he made four thou-
sand river boats out of reeds; for along its rivers and
marshy places India produces a great abundance of
reeds, so large in diameter that a man cannot easily
put his arms about them ; ® and i iz said, furthermore,
that ships built of these are exceedingly serviceable,
since this wood does not rot. Moreover, he gave
great care to the preparstion of his arms and by
visiting all India gathered a far greater force than
that which had been collected by Semiramis.  Fur-

elephants, and that a man within them imitated their
trumpeting, The horses of the Mocedoniune were led up to
these and thus accustomed to the appearance and trumpeting
of the Roman elephants, Zoneraz (9. 22) adds that the
dummies were also smesared with an ontment o give them
s dreadful odour.”

% In Book 17. 90, 5 Diodorus describes trees of India which
four men can soarcely get thelr arms about, and Strabo
{15. 1. 56), on the authority of Megasthenes, speaks of reeds
some of which are three cubits and othors six in diameter,
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thermore, helding a hunt of the wild elephants ang
muhiplying many times the number already at his
disposa{ he fitted them all out splendidly with such
things as would strike terror in war; and the conse-
q}t}zence was that when they advanced to the attack
the multitude of them as well as the towers upon
their backs made them appear Bike a thing beyond
the power of human nature to withstand.

18. When he had made all his preparations for the
war he despatched messengers to Serniramis, who
was already on the road, accusing her of being the
aggressor in the war *ﬂthourrh she had been mj}.u'ed
in no respect; then, in the eourse of his letter, after
saying many slanderous things against her as being
a strumpet and calling upon the gods as witnesses, he
threatened her with crucifixion when he had defeated
her. Semiramis, however, on reading his letter
dismissed his statements with ianghttr and re-
marked, “ It will be in &cedsl that the Indian will
make trial of my valour.,” And when her advance
brought her with her force to the Indus river she
found the boats of the enemy ready for batile.
Consequently she on her side, hastily putting together
her beats and manning them with her best marines,
joined battle on the river, while the foot-soldiers
which were drawn up along the banks akse partici-
pated eagerly in the contest. The struggle raged
for a long time and both sides fought spiritedly, bnt
finally Semiramis was victorious and destroyed about
a thousand of the boats, taking also not a few men
prisoners, ¥lated now by her v rictor ¥, she reduced to

* f.e, and not in words,

¥ by dralpar Vogel: ds drafpar 13, els dragpelar ¥ and
ageepted by all editors,
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slavery the islands in the river and the citles on
them and gathered in miore than one hundred
thousand captives.

After these events the king of the Indians withdrew
his force from the river, giving the appearance of
retreating in fear but actually with the intention of
enticing the enemy to cross the river. Thereupon
Semiramis, now that her undertakings were prosper-
ing as she wished, spanned the river with a costly
and large bridge, by means of which she got all
her forces across; and then she left sixty thousand
men to guard the pontoon bridge, while with the rest
of her army she advanced in pursuit of the Indians,
the dummy elephants leading the way in order that
the enemy’s spies might report to the king the
multitude of these antmals in her army.  Nor was she
deceived in this hope; on the contrary, when those
whe had been despatched to spy her sut reported to
the Indians the multitude of elephants among the
enemy, they were all at a loss to discover from
where snch a multitude of beasts as accompanied
her could have come. However, the deception did not
remain a secret for long; for some of Semiramis’
troops were caught neglecting their night watches in
the camp, and these, in fear of the consequent punish-
ment, deserted to the enemy and peinted out to
themn their misiake regarding the nature of the
elephants. Pneouraged by this information, the king
of the Indians, after informing his army about the
dunimies, set his forces in array and turned about
to face the Agsyrians,
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18. Semiramis liewise marshalled her forees, and
as the two armies neared cach other Stabrobates, the
king of the Indians,despatehed hiseavalry and chariots
far in advance of the main body. But the gqueen
stoutly withstood the attack of the cavairy, and since
the elephants which she had fabricated had been
stationed 2t equal intervals in front of the main body
of {roops, it came about that the homes of the
indians shied at them. Tor wheveas at a distance
the dummies looked like the aetnal anfmals with
which the horses of the Indiaus were acquainted aud
therefore charged upon them boldly enough, yet on
nearer contact the odour which reached the%orses was
unfamiliar, and then the other differences, which
taken all together were very great, threw them into
utter confusion, G onsequently some of the Indians
were thrown to the pround, while others, since their
horses would uot chey the rein, were carried with
their mounis pell-mell into the midst of the enemy.
Then Semiramis, who was in the batile with a select
band of soldiers, made skilful use of her advantage
snd put the Indians to flight. But although these
fled towards the battle-line, King Stabrobates, un-
dismayed, advanced the rauks of his foot-soldiers,
keeping the clephants in frout, while he himself,
taking his position on the right wing and fighting
from the most powerful of the beasts, charged in
terrifying fashion upon the queen, whom chance had
placed opposite him. And sinee the rest of the
elephants followed his example, the wmy of Semi-
ramis withstood but & short time the attack of the
beasts; for the animals, by virtue of their extra-
ordinary courage and the confidence which they felt

L griyyaver Vogel o drdyyavor ABG, Bekier, Dindorf,
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in their power, easily destroyed everyone who tried
to withstand them. Consequently there was a great
slaughter, which was effected in various ways, some
beinﬁ trampied beueath their feet, others ripped vp
by their tusks, and a vumber tossed huto the air by
their trunks. And since a great multitude of
corpses lay piled one upon the other and the danger
aroused terrible consternation and fear in those who
witnessed the sight, not a man had the courage to
hold his position any longer.

Now when the entire multitude turned in flight the
king of the Indians pressed his attack upon Semi-
ramis herself.  And first he let fiy an arrow and struck
her on the arm, and then with his javelin he pierced
the back of the queen, but only with a glancing blow;
and since for this reason Semiramis was not seriously
injured she rode swiftly away, the purssing beast
being much inferior in speed. Bui since all were
fieeing to the pontoon bridge and so great a multitude
was foreing its way into a single narrow space, some of
the queen’s soldiers perished by being trampled spon
by one another and by cavalry and foot-soldiers being
thrown together in unnatural confusion, and when the
Indians pressed hard upon them a violeat crowding
took place on the bridge because of their terror, so
that many were pushed to either side of the bridge
and fell into the river.  As for Semiramis, when the
largest part of the survivors of the battle had found
safety by puiting the river behind them, she cut the
fastenings which held the bridge together, and when
these were loosened the pentoon bridge, having been
breken apart at many points and bearing great
numbers of the pursuing Indians, was carried down
in haphaxard fashion by the violence of the cwrent
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and caused the death of many of the Indians, but for
Serniramis it was the means of complete safety, the
enemy now being prevented from erossing over
against Der, After these evenits the king of the
Indians remained inactive, since heavenly omens
appeared to him which his scers interpreted to mean
that he must not cress the river, and Semiramis,
after exchanging prisoners, made her way back to
Baetra with the loss of two-thirds of her force.

90, Bome time later her son Ninyas conspired
agatnst her through the ageney of a certain eunuch,
and remembering the prophecy given her by
Ammon,! she did not punish the conspirator, but, en
the contrary, after turning the kingdom over to him
and commanding the governors to obey him, she at
once disappeared, as if she were going to be trans
Iated to the gods as the oracle had predicted.  Bome,
making & myth of it, say that she turned inte a dove
aud flew off in the company of many birds which
alighted on her dwelling, and this, they say, is the
reason why the Assyrians worship the dove as a god,
thus deifying Bemiramis. Be thal as it may, this
woman, after having been queen over all Asia with
the exception of India, passed away in the manner
mentioned sbove, having Hved sixty-two years and
having reigned forty-two,

Such, then, fs the account that Ctesias of Cnidus has
given about Semiramis ; but Athenaeus ? and certain
other historians say that she was a4 comely courtesan
snd because of her beauty was loved by the king of
the Assyrians, Now at frst she was accorded only
a moderate acceptance in the palace, but later, when

1 Cp. chap, 14,
* Nothing is knewn about this Athenacus.
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she had been proclaimed a lawful wife, she persuaded
the king to yield the royal prerogatives to her for a
period of five days.!  And Semiramis, upon receiving
the sceptre and the regal garh, on the first day held
high festival and gave a wagnificent banquet, at
which she persuaded the commanders of the military
forces and all the greatest dignitaries to co-operate
with hery and on the second day, while the people
and the most notable citizens were paying her their
respeets as queen, she arrested her hushand and put
him in prison; and since she was by nature a worman
of great designs and bold as well, she seized the throne
and remaining queen until old age accomplished
many great things. Such, then, are the contlicting
accounts which may be found in the historians
regarding the career of Semiramis.

21. After her death Ninyas, the son of Ninus and
Semiramis, succeeded to  the thvone and had a
peaceful reign, since he in no wise emulated his
mother's fondness for war and her adventurons
spirit.  Tor in the first place, he spent all his time
in the palace, seen by no one but his concubines and
the eunuchs who attended him, and devoted his life
to luxury and idleness and the consistent aveidance
of any suffering or anxiety, holding the end and aim
of & happy reign to be the en) yinent of every kind
of pleasure without restraini, Moreover, having
in view the safety of his crown apd the fear

prominent feature of this was the killing of a criminal who had
been permitted for five days to wesr the king's robes, to sit on
his throne, to jssue decrees, and even to consort with his
copoubines, and who, after this brief tenure of office, was
soourged and executed. Cp, J, G, Frazer, The Golden Bough,
P, TIL, The Dying God, pp. 11817,
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he felt with reference to his subleets, he used to
sumumon each year a fixed number of soldiers and a
general from each nation and to keep the army,
which had been gathered in this way from all his
subject peoples, outside his capital, appointing as
commander of each nation one of the most trast-
worthy men in his service ; and at the end of the year
he wonld summon from his peoples a second equal
numnber of soldiers and disimiss the former to their
commtries. ‘The result of thizs device was that ali
those subject to his rule were filled with awe, seeing
at all times a great host encamped in the open and
punishment ready to fall on any who rebelled or would
not yicld obedience, This annual change of the
soldiers was devised by him in order that, before
the generals and all the other comnanders of the
army shonld beeome well acquainted with each
other, every man of them would have been separated
from the rewt and have gone back to his own country ¢
for long service in the field both gives the commanders
experfence in the arts of war and fills them with
arrogance, and, above all, it offers great opportunities
for rebellion and for plotting against their rulers,
And the fact that he was seen by no one outside the
palace made everyone ignorant of the luxury of his
manner of hife, and through their fear of Lim, as of an
unseen god, each man dared not show disrespect of
him even in word. So by appointing generals,
satraps, financial officers, and Judges for each nation
and arranging all other matters as he felt at any thne
10 be to his advantage, he remained for his lifetime
in the city of Ninus.

The rest of the kings also followed his example, son
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wa?ﬁ‘\ mapa watpss Siadeyduevos Thy Goxiy, éwl succeeding father upon the throne, and reigned for
weveas Tpdeovra éBaciisvaoay ,uéxp;, SapSava- thirty generations down to Sardanapaliusy for it was
wdAAov €l Todrov yap B ridw ’Aao*upémv firye- urider this ruler that the Empire of the Assyrians

fell to the Medes, after # had lasted more than sizna
thirteen hundred years,* as Ctesias of Cnidus says in
his Second Book.,

29, There is no special need of giving all the names
of the kings and the number of years which each of
them reigned because nothing was done by themwhich

;wvi’a ;Liréweaeff sls Mandovs, 19 Siaueivaca
Theiw oy wiMer xal Tpuaociovt kaldrep
f?n{a;a K?\?;m;a? ¢ Kvidws év i Sevrépa Bifng,
22, Ta 3 ovéuara wivra® tdv Baciréwv xal
76 wAfifos rdv érdw dv Ecaoros éBacievoer

* ’ L N M

U & : St foa? e A ;
frear %ﬂg LYEC TP a?)e.;.{y bue 75 s 773“’\ vir avrov merits mentioning. For the only event which has

. paxoat pynpns g‘ff‘m’f porn yap TETEUX eV been recorded is the despatch by the Assyrians to
@ ??ﬁa(ﬁq?,’? wepdpbeioa Juppayia 7o Towoiy the Trajans of an allied foree, which was under the
fi,” T GULLOD, s COTHATYYE Mfﬂi’,&w? Tibaved, command of Memnon the son of Tithouus. For

2 Jfrrapay nap ﬁfwﬁtwov'ms‘ e Acias, & Hu when Teutamus, they say, was ruler of Asia, being

€L40GTUS ETTO va?’v 708 Sempduidos, pact Tovs the {wentieth in suecession from Ninyas the son of
HET A’{f’»ﬂveﬂ»vai’a? Exhpas émi Toolay orpared- Semiramis, the Greeks made an expedition against e 1158
gai, Ty nysuoviar Eyowrwy T Acias réw Troy with Agamemnon, at a time when the Assyrians ™%
Acouplov éry mhéle Tdv x;xgwp_ kal Tov pdv had controlled Asia for more than a thousand years,

And Priam, whe was king of the Troad and a vassal
of the king of the Assyrians, being hard pressed by
the war, sent an embassy o the king requesting aid;
wept Bonfelay Tov B8 : p \ and Teutamus despatched ten thousand Hthiopians
A L’%Eofa? 5%7&11}5‘732 7; - };it;‘:}apg; v,uava:fq‘ mr and & like number of the men of Susiana along with

; s geavors ouy two hundred chariots, having appointed as general

o 4 N -
dppast Sarocivss faroe R 4 :

3 £ : s cbaraoTeinar, TTPATIYYOV €mt Memnon the son of Tithonus.*  Now Tithonus, whe
reragThoavra Mépvova Tov Tiloved, ral Tov

: [ 4 "
Uplapor Baprvéuevor 76 woréduw rai Bacilei-
~ ’ - - s
ovTa i T ecya&m, breooy & dvra 19 Bacnel
~ I3
7oV Acovpler, mudras mpos atrdr wpeo Bevris

dotus {7, 70) speaks of ** the Ethiopians of the Faat,” probahbly

}: ;;‘ g’ éixarra after rparecior deleted by Dindorf ; op, mexning the Assyrians. Plabo {Lows 685 ¢} also mentions
oy =8 5 Vouel : wd ¥R . : help sent to Priam by the Assyrisns, The scoount here hasg
marre Yogel: wderwe ¥, Bekhker, Dindorf. moro of the appesrance of genuine history than that in Dook

4. 75, where IModorus reverts to mvthology im presentin

TN ¢l . Tithonus as the son of Laomedon and brother of Friam, am
2%‘5‘335 of kings of Assyria are now known from as early as having him fravel to the east ' as far as Tithiopla,”” where he
o ,‘1’,}1 B'Ci_ Greok . L ) hegot Meranon by Dawn,  When tradition began to placo the
& carliast Greek iradition knew the Etldopisns as “ the Hormerio Hthiopians in Libya, Memmon came to bs agsociated

farthest of men,”’ who dwolt on the stream CGceanus, Horo. with Thebes in Egypt. )
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* The following acconnt of the dissslute Sardanapallusis not
borae vut by the documents, nor indeed by Divdorus himsel
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was at that time general of Persis, was the most
highly esteemed of the governors at the king’s court,
and Memnon, who wag in the bloom of manheod,
was distinguished both for his bravery and for his
nobility of spirit. He alse built the palace in the
upper city of Susa which stood until the time of the
Persian Fmpire and was called after him Meranonian
mereover, he constructed through the country a
public highway which bears the name Memnoniun
to this time. DBut the Bthiepians whe border npon
Egypt dispute this, maintaining that this man was
a native of their country, and they point ont an
ancient palace whieh to this day, they say, bears the
name Memnonian, At any rate, the account runs that
Memnon went to the aid of the Frojans with twenty
thousand foot-soldiers and itwo hundred chariets;
and he was admired for his bravery and slew many
Greeks in the fighting, but was finally ambushed
by the Thessalians and slainy  whereupon the
Eihiopians recovered his bedy, burned the eorpse,
ané took the bones back te Tithonus, Such is the
account concerning Memnon that is given in the
royal records, according io what the barbarians
say.
23. Sardanapallus, the thirtieth in succession from
Ninus, who founded the empire, and the last king of
the Assyrians, outdid ali his predecessors in luxury and
sluggishness.t  For net to mention the fact that he
wag not seen by any man residing outside the palace,
he lived the life of a2 woman, and spending his days

{cp. chape, 25 1.}, Bin.shar-ishkun, the last king of Assyria,
waas & worthy descendant of his \'igomus predecessora on the
Assyrian throne, and defended o dying empire with energy,
Cp. The Cambridge Ancient History, 3. pp. 128 1., 2061,
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in the company of his concubines and spinning
purple garmenis and working the softest of wool, he
had assumed the feminine garb and so covered his face
and indeed his entire body with whitening cosmetics
and the other unguents used by courtesans, that he
rendered it more delicate than that of any luxury-
loving woman. THe also took care to make even his
voice to be likeawoman’s, and at his carousals not only
to indulge regularly in those drinks and viands which
could offer the greatest pleasure, but alse to pursue
the delights of love with men as well as with women
for he practised sexual indulgence of both kinds
without restraint, showing not the least concern for
the disgrace attending such cenduet. To such an
excess did ke go of luxury and of the most shameless
sensual pleasure and intemperance, that he composed
a funeral dixge for himself and commanded his sue-
cessors upon the throne to inseribe it upon his tomb
after his death; & was composed by him in a foreign
language but was afterwards translated by a Greek
as follows:

Knowing full well that thou wert mortal bora,
Thy heart it up, take thy delight in feasts;
When dead no pleasure mere is thine. Thus 1,
Who once o’er mighty Ninus ruled, am naught
But dust.  Yet these are mine which gave me joy
In life—the food I ate, ny wantonness,

And love's delights.  But all those other things
Men deem felicities are left behind.

Because he was a man of this character, not only did
he end his own life in a disgraceful manuer, but he

 adhrrad in Athenacus 3306a.
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caused the total destrnction of the Assyrian Empire,
which had endured longer than any other known fo
history.

24. The facts are these:* A certain Arbaces, a
Mede by race, and conspicuous for his bravery and
nobility of spirit, was the general of the eontingent
of Medes whieh was sent each year to Ninus, And
having made the acquaintance during this service of
the general of the Babylonians, he was urged by
him to overthrow the empire of the Assyrians.
Now this man's name was Belesys, and he was the
most distinguished of those priests whom the
Babylontans eall Chaldacans. Aud since as a con-
sequence he had the fullest experience of astrology
and divination, he was wout to foretell the future
unerringly to the people in general; therefore, being

 greatly admired for this giff, he also predzci,e& to

the general of the Medes, who was his friend, that it
was certainly fated for I o be king over all the
territory which was then held by Sardanapallus,
Arbaces, commnending the man, promised to give him
the satrapy of Babylonia when the affair shonld be
consummated, and for s part, ke a man elated by 2
message from some god, both entered into a league
with the commanders of the other nations and
assiduously invited them all to bangueis and social
gatherings, establishing thereby a friendship with
each of them. He was resolved also to see the king
face to face and to observe his whole manner of life.
Consequently he gave one of the ennuchs a golden

* The kernel of truih in the account which follows Hes in the
faot thet Nineveh fell before the combined attacks of the
Median Cyaxares and the Chaldusan Nabopolagrar.
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bewl as & present and gained admittance to Sardana-
palivs; and when he had observed at elose hand both
kis luxuriousancss and his love of effeminate pursuits
and practices, he despised the king as worthy of no
consideration and was led all the more to cling to the
hopes which had been held out to him by the Chal-
daean. And the conclusion of tlie matter was that he
formed 2 eonspiracy with Belesys, whereby he should
himself move the Medes and Persians to revolt while
the latter should persuade the Babyloniang o join the
undertaking and should secure the help of the com-
mander of the Arabs, who was his friend, for the
attempt to secure the supreme control.

When the year’s time of their service in the king's
army * had pagsed and, another force having arrived
to replace them, the relieved men had been dis-
missed as usual to their homes, thercupon Arbaces
persuaded the Medes to attack the Asgyrian kingdom
and the Persians o join in the conspiracy, en the
condition of recerving their freedom.®  Belesys too
in similar fashion both persnaded the Babyloniang
{0 strike for their freedom, and sending an embassy
to Arabia, won over the commander of the people
of that country, a friend of his whe exchanged
hospitality with him, teo join in the attack. And
sfter & year’s time all these leaders gathered a multi-
tude of soldiers and came with all their forces to
Ninus, ostensibly bringing up replaeements, as was
the custom, but in fact with the intention of degtroy-
ing the empire of the Assyrians. Now when these
four nations lLad gathered into one place the whoele
agmber of them amnounted to four hundred theusand

? {.e from the Assyrians,
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men, and when they had assembled into one camp
they toek counsel together concerning the best plan
to pursue,

25. As for Sardanapallus, so soon as he became
aware of the revelt, he led forth against the rebels
the contingents which had come from the rest of
the nations. And at frst, when battle was joined
on the plain, these who were making the revelt were
defeated, and after heavy losses were pursned to =
mountain which was seventy stades distant from
Ninus; but afterwards, when they came down again
into the plain and were preparing for battle, Sardana-
pallus marshulled his army against them and des-
patched heralds to the camp of the enemy te make
this proclamation: - Sardanapallus will glve two
hundred talents of gold to anyone who slays Arbaces
the Mede, and will make & present of twice that
amount to anyoene whe delivers him up alive and will
also appoint him governor over Media.” Likewise he
promised te reward any whe would either slay
Belesys the Babylonian or take him alive. But
since no man paid any attention to the proclamation,
he joined battle, slew many of the rebels, and
pursued the remainder of the multitude into their
¢ncampment in the mountaios,

Arbaces, having lost heurt because of these defents,
now convened & meeting of his friends and called
upon them to consider what should be done. Now
the majority said that they should retive to their
respective countries, selze strong positions, and so far
as possible prepare there whatever else would be

? For wapariyoies Gemistus, followed by Bekker and
Dindorf, conjectured waparinoias
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useful for the war; but Belesys the Babylonian, by
maintaining that the gods were promising them by
signs that with labours and hardship they would bring
their enterprise to a successful end, and encouraging
them in every other way as much as he could, per-
syaded them all to remain to face farther perils, So
there was a third battle, and again the king was
victorious, capiured the camp of the rebels, and
pursued the defeated foe as far as the boundaries of
Babylonia;, and it also happened that Arbaces
himsel, who had fought mest brithently and had
slain many Assyrians, was wounded. And now that
the rebels had suffered defeats so deeisive following
one upon the other, their commanders, abandoning
afl hope of victory, were preparing to disperse each
t0 his own couniry, But Belesys, who had passed a
sleepless night it the open and had devoted himself
to the observation of the siars, said to those who had
lost hope in their cause, ¥ H you will wait five days
help will come of its own accord, and there will be a
mighty change to the opposite in the whele situation;
for from my long study of the stars  see the gods
foretelling this te us.”  And he appealed to them to
wait that many days and test his ewn skill and the
good will of the gods,

26. So after they had ali been calied back and had
waited the stipulated time, there came a messenger
with the news that a force which had been despatched
from Baciriana to the king was near at hand, advan-
cing with ali speed,  Arbaces, aecordingly, decided to
go to meet their generals by the shortest route,
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taking along the best and most agile of his troops,
o that, in case they should be unable to persuade
the Bactrians by argumentis to join in the revol, they
might resort to arns to foree them to share with them
in the same hopes. Bt the outcome was that the
new-comers gladly listened to the eall to freedom,
fast the commanders and then the entire force, and
they all encamped in the same place,

Tt happened at this very time that the king of the
Assyrians, who was unaware of the defection of the
Bactsians and had become elated over his past
successes, turned fo indulgence and divided among
his soldiors for a feast animals and great quantities
of both wine and all other provisions.  Consequently,
gince the whole army was carousing, Arbaces, learning
from some deserters of the relaxation and drunken-
ness in the camp of the enemy, made his attack upen
it unexpectedly in the night. And as i was an as-
seutt of organized men upon disorganized and of
ready men spen unprepared, they won pessession of
the camyp, and after slaying many of the soldiers
pursned the rest of them as far as the city, After
this the king named for the chief command Galae-
menes, his wife's brother, and gave his own attention
{0 the affairs within tlie city. gut the rebels, drawing
up their forces in the plain before the eity, overcame
the Assyrians in two battles, and the{y not only slew
Galaemenes, but of the epposing forces they cut
down some in their flight, while others, who had been
shut out from entering the city and forced to leap into

Y Hor réhes 5 Vogel proposes rodbrwr 8¢ or &v, unless, as
he suggests, there is a large lacuna.
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the Euphrates river, they destroyed almost to a man.
So great was the multitude of the slain that the water
of the stream, mingled with the blood, was changed in
colour over a considerable distance. Furthermore,
now that the king was shut up in the city and be-
sieged there, many of the nations revelted, going
over in each case to the side of liberty.

Sardanapallus, realizing that his entire kingdom
was in the greatest danger, sent his three sons and
two daughters together with much of his freasure to
Paphlagonia to the governor Cotla, who was the most
loyal of his sebjects, while he himself, despatehing
letter-carriers to all his subjects, summoned forces
and made preparations for thesiege. Nowtherewasa
prophecy which had come down to him from his
ancestorst ¥ No enemy will ever take Ninns by storm
uniess the river shail first become the city’s enemy.”
Assuming, therefore, that this would never be, he
held out in hepe, his thonght being to endure the
siege and await the troops which would be sent from
his subjects,

21. The rebels, elated at their successes, pressed
the siege, but because of the strength of the walls they
were unable to do any harm to the men in the city;
for neither engines for throwing stones, nor shelters
tor sappers} nor batiering-rams devised to overthrow
walis had as yet been invented at that time. More-

* The wyerdwes (*tortolses”; ep. the Roman lesiude)
yerrgiber were strong movesble sheds or reofs, wnder whose
proteciion sappers snd miners could work, In Book 26. §1. 8
they are conirasted with sheds which carried batiering-rams
{xer@vai xpiopdpoi).
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over, the inhabitants of the city had a greatabundunee
of all provisions, since the king had taken thought on
that score, Consequently the siege dragged on, and
for two years they pressed their attack, making
assanlts on the walls and preventing the inhabitants
of the city from going out inio the country; butin
the third year, after there had been heavy and con-
tinueus rains, it came to pasy that the Huphrates,
running very full, both inundated a portion of the
city und breke down the walls for a distance of
twenty stades, At this the king, believing that the
oracle had been fulfilled and that the river had
plainly become the city’s enemy, abandoned hope of
saving himself.  And in order that he might not fall
into the handz of the enemy, he built an enormous
pyre in his palace, heaped upon i all his gold and
silver as well as every article of the royul wardrobe,
and then, shutting his concubines and eunuechs in
the reom which had been built in the middie of the
pyre, he consigned beth them and himself and his
paluce to the flames. 'The rebels, on learning of the
death of Surdanapallus, teok the city by forcing an
entrance where the wall had fullen, and clothing
Arbaces in the royal garb saluted him as king and
put in his hands the supreme anthority.

28. 'Thereupon, after the new king had distributed
among the generals who had aided him in the struggle
gifts corresponding to their several deserts, and as he
was appointing sairaps over the nations, Belesys the
Babylenian, who had foretold to Arbaces thai he
would be king of Asia, coming to him, reminded him

* Diodorus greatly abridged fhe description of this pyre by

Chesiag, since Athenaous {12, 38}, who derived his account of
it also from Ctesias, gives many more details concerning it.
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of his good services, and asked that he be given the
governorship of Babylon, as had been promised at the
outset. He also explained that when thelr caunse
was endangered he had made a vow to Belus that, if
Sardanapalius were defeated and his palace went up
in flames, he would bring #&s ashes to Babylon, and
depositing them near the river and the sacred
precinet of the god he would construct a mound
which, for all who sailed down the Euphrates, would
stand as an cternal memorial of the man who had
overthrown the rule of the Assyrians. This request
he made because he had learned from a certain
eunuch, who had made his escape and come fo
Belesys and was kept hidden by him, of the facts
regarding the silver and gold. Now since Arbaces
knew nething of this, by reason of the fact that all
the inmates of the palace had been burned along with
the king, he allowed him both to carry the ashes away
and to hold Babylon without the payment of tribute.
Fhereupon Belesys procured boats and at once sent
off te Babylon along with the ashes practically all the
silver and gold; and the king, having been informed
of the act which Beiesilr:, had beencaught perpetrating,
appointed as judges tie generals who had served with
himinthe war,  And whenthe accused ackaowledged
his guiit, the court sentenced him to death, but the
king, being a magnanimous man and wishing to
make his rule at the outset known for elemency, both
freed Belesys from the danger threatening him and
allowed him to keep the silver and gold which he had
carried off; likewise, he did not even take from him
the governorship over Babylon which had originally

2 abropuper Rhodomann : adrepdpov,
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been given to ldm, sayimg that his former services
were greater than his sebsequent mnisdeeds. When
this aet of clemency was noised about, he won ne
ordinary loyalty on the part of his subjects as well as
renown among the uations, all judging that 2 man
who had conducted himself in this wise towards
wrongdoers was worthy of the kingship. Arbaces,
however, showing clemency towards the inhabitants
of the city, settled them in villages and returned to
each man his personal possessions, but the eity be
levelled to the ground. Then the silver and pold,
amounting to many ialents, which had been left in
the pyre, he collected and took off to Febatana in
Media,

So the empire of the Assyrians, which had endured
from the tinre of Niwus through thirty generations,
for more thaw one thousand three hundred years,
was destroyed by the Medes in the manner deseribed
ahove.

29. But to us it secms not Inspproprfate to speak
briefly of the Chaldacans of Babylon and of their
antiquity, that we may omi acthing which is
worthy of record.  Now the Chaldaeans, belenging as
they do to the most ancient inhabitants of Babvlonia,
have about the same position mnong the divisions of
the state as that cecupied by the priests of Egypt ; for
heing assigned to the service of the gods they spend
their entire life in study, their greatest renown heing
in the field of astrology.  But they occupy themselves
largely with soothsaying as well, making predictions
about future events, and in some cases by purifies-
tions, in others by sacrifices, and in others by some
other chanims they attempt to effect the averting of
evil things and the fulfilment of the good. They are

445



DIODORUS OF SICILY

8 &yovar xal Ty &a Tdy olwrdr pavreds,
dvvrriiop Te kal TepdTov éfpyiaes arodaivorrat.
obn daddws 8¢ wowdyrar xal Td mepl THY (epo-
akomiar dxpes dmirvyydvew voptlorres.t

The 8 robrev wdbthow drwdvrov eby oueiav
sowgtrras Tols Te  Totabtr éwirndelover rdw
EaMfror. mapd pér yap vols Xardalows éx
yévous 1§ Tolrer ¢ilecedia mapadédorar, xai
mals mapd maTpos Seadéyerar, TR dMAww
AesTovpytdy macdy dmoredvpéros. b xal vovels
Eyovres Sidaondhovs dpa piv adboros &wcfwa.
pavfdvovew, &ua B¢ Tols Tapayyehhopivors
mposéyovor mioreborTes  PBelaibtepoy. e
evfis ex maibwy ouvrpedduevor rols ualijuact
peydiiny Ew meprmowobvrar 8id re To iy Hhinias
ebdi8awror xal Sia o wAHfos Tob mpoorupTEPOY~
pévoy ygpévov. ‘ o

Hapa 8 7ois "EMApow o mwodhois dmapa-
sxedws? mpoguwy ogré more iy $ihesodias
&mretal, xal péypt TS $rowovgaas aniide
meporasles vme Broriis 2{961:&?‘ SAivor !(Sé
Twes dwl ¢gilogodiay amodurres  fpyorafias
Hvexer mwapapévovary év T gzaf?w},u,an,’xawom-
povrres del wepl TOY peylorwr doyudTwy xfci
rols wpo abTdy odx drorovfodrres. Towyapoby
of wev BapBapor Stapévorres dmi TOV alrdr qel
BeBalws ékaora hapSdvovaiw, of 8§ EXAnves rob

Y pauffurres D, Vogel: Bekker and Dindorf follow the
Vulgate in reading vouforrm, aud think that some words

have been lost afler dedgus 34, .
T yodols dmupagketos Vogel 1 wads dmapdorevos,

446

BOOK I 24, 3-6

aiso skilled in soothsaying by the flight of birds, and
they give out interpretations of both dreams and
portents. They alse show marked ability in making
divinations frem the cbservation of the entrails of
animals, deeming that in this branch they are
eminently successful,

The training which they receive in all these matters
is not the same as that of the Greeks who follow such
practiees. For among the Chaldaeans the sclentific
study of these subjects is passed down in the family,
and son takes it over from father, being relieved of
all other services in the state. Sinee, therefore, they
have their parents for teachers, they net only are
taught everything ungrudgingly but also at the same
time they give heed to the precepts of their teachers
with a more unwavering trust. Furthermore, sinee
they are bred in these teachings from childheod up,
they attain a great skill in them, hoth because of the
ease with which youth is taught and because of the
great amount of thme which is deveted to this study,

Among the Greeks, on the contrary, the student
whe takes up a large number of subjects withont
preparation turns to the higher studies only quite
late, and then, after labouring upon them to some
extent, gives them up, being distracted by the
necessity of earning a lvelihood; and but & few
here and there really strip for the higher studies
and centinve in the pursuit of them as & profit-
making business, and these are always trying to make
innovations in connection with the most important
doctrines instead of following in the path of their
predecessors, The result of this iz that the bar-
barians, by sticking to the same things always, keep
& firm hold on every detail, while the Greeks, on
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L ie o mankind of the will of the gods, as explained
below.
2 Saturn,
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the other hand, aiming at the profit to be made out
of the business, keep founding new schools and,
wrangling with each other over the most important
matters of speculation, bring it abont that their
pupils hold conflicting views, apd that lhelr minds,
vacilisting throughout their Hves and unable to be-
lieve anything at all with firm conviction, simply
wander in confusion. It is at any rate trae that, if
a mun were to examine carefully the most famous
sehools of the philosophers, he would find them differ
ing from one mywther to the uttermost degree and
maintaining opposite opinions regarding the most
fundamental tenets.

30 Now, as the Chaldacans say, the world is by its
nature eternal, and neither had a first beginning nor
will at a later thne suffer destruction; furthermore,
batly the disposition and the orderly arvangement of
the universe have come ahout by viviue of a divine
providence, and to-day whatever takes place in the
heavens is in every instance brought to pass, not at
haphazard wor by virtue of any spontunecus action,
but by soma fixed and firmly determined divine
decision.  And sinee they lwve observed the stars
over a long period of time and have noted both the
movements and the influences of each of them with
greater precision than any other meu, they foretell
te mankind many things that will take pluce in the
future. But above allin importance, they say, is the
study of the influence of the five stars known as
planels, which they call “ Interpreters ! when
speaking of them as a group, but if referving to them
#ingly, the one named Cronus * by the Greeks, which
is the most conspicucus and presages more events and
such as are of greater importance than the others,
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they call the star of Helius, whereas the other four
they designate as the stars of Ares, Aphrodite,
Hermes, and Zens,? as do our astrologers. The reason
why they eall them “ Interpreters ” is that whereas
ali the other stars are fixed and follow a single circuit
in a regular course, these alone, by virtue of following
each s own course, point out future events, thus
interpreting to mankind the design of the gods. Fop
sometirees by their risings, sometimes by their set-
tings, and again by their colour, the Chaldaeans say,
they give signs of coming events to such as are
willing to observe them closely; for at one time
they show forth mighty storms of winds, at anether
exeessive rains or heat, at times the appearance of
comets, also eclipses of both sun and moon, and
earthquakes, and in a word all the conditions which
owe their origin to the atmosphere and work both
benefits and harm, net enly to whole peoples oy
regions, but also to kings and to persops of private
station,

Ender the course in which these planets move are
situated, according to them, thirty stars,? which the
Gesignate as ** counselling gods ") of these one half
oversee the regiona above the earth and the other
half those beneath the earth, having under thelr
purview the affairs of mankind and likewise those of
the heavens; and every fen days ene of the starg
above is sent as a messenger, so to speal, to the starg

? According to Bouché. Leclercq, L'dastrologie Grecyue, p.
43, n. 4, Diedorus has confused here two distinet systems,
that of the thirty-six stars known as decans, which Baby.
lonian astrology designated as rulers of ten degrecs in each
zodise, nod that of the thirty stars whick the Beyptisns be.

lieved to be gods, eseh of whom presided over one of the
thirty days of the month,
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below, and again in like manner one of the stars
below the earth to those above, and this movement of
theirs is fived and determined by means of an orbit
which is unchanging for ever,  Twelve of these gods,
they say, hold chief authority, and to each of these
the Chaldacans assign a month and one of the signs
of the zodiac, as they are called. And through the
midst of these signs, they say, both the sun and
moon and the five planets make their course, the

. sun completing his eycle in a year and the moon

traversing her eircuit in a nonth,

31. Bach of the planets, according to them, has its
own particular course, and Hs veloeities and periods
of time are subjeet to ehange and variation. These
stars it is which exert the greatest influence for both
good and evil upon the nativity of men; and it is
chiefly from the nature of these planets and the
stady of them that they know what is in store for
mankind., And they have made predictions, they
say, not enly to numerous other kings, but also 1o
Alexander, who defeated Dariug, and to Antigonus
and Selevcus Nicator who afterwards became kings,
and in all their propheeies they are thought to have
hit the troth,  But of these things we shall write in
detail on a more appropriate oceasion! Morveover,
they alse foretell to nen in private station what wiil
befall themn, and with such accuraey that those who
have made trial of them marvel at the feat and believe
that it transcends the power of man.

Beyond the eircle of the zodiae they designate

1 ¥or prophecios to Alexander op. Book iT. 112, and to
Antigonus, Book 19, 55,

2 fpeis Yogel: omlited by Vulgate, Belder, Dindord
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twenty-four other stars, of which one half, they
say, are situaled in the northern parts and ove half
in the southern, and of these those which are
visible they assign to the world of the living, while
those which are invisible they regard as being
adjacent to the dead, and so they call them
“Judges of the Universe.,” And under all the
stars hitherto mentioped the moon, according to
then, takes her way, being nearest the earth becouse
of her weight and completing her course in a very
brief period of time, not by reason of her great
veloeity, but because her orbit is so short.  They also
agree with the Greeks in saying that her light is
reflected and that her eclipses are due to the shadow
of the earth. Regarding the eclipse of the sun,
however, they offer the weakest kind of explanation,
and do not presume to predicl it or to define the times
of its oceurrence with any precision. Again, in
connection with the earth they make assertions
entirely peculiar te themselves, saying that it is
shaped like a boal and hollow, and they offer many
plausible arguments about beth the earth and all
other bodies in the firmament, & full discussion of
which we feel would be alien to our history. 'This
point, however, a man may fittingly maintain, that
the Chaldaeans have of all men the greatest grasp of
astrology, and that they have bestowed the greatest
diligence upon the study of it.  Bub as to the number
of years which, according to their statements, the
order of the Chaldaeans has spent on the study of
the bodies of the universe, a man can scarcely
believe them; for they reckon that, down to

b oweprypager Wesseling 1 rapavpdgenn,
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and now that we have given an acconnt of the destrue-
tion of the kingdom of the Assyrians by the Medes
we shall refurn to the point at which we digressed,
32, Since the earliest writers of history are at
variance concerning the mighty empire of the
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however, after many years a man distinguished for
his justice, named Cyaxares,® was chosen king among
the Medes. {lewas the first {o try to attach to kimself
the neighbouring peoples and became for the Medes
tlie founder of their universal empire;, and after him
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' Herodatus puts the accession of Deioces (the Cyaxaros of
Diedorus) in 899 n.0, {ep. How and Wells, 4 Commentary on
]Jegodows, L pp. 383 &), if the defest of Astyages by Cyrus
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the Persians,.  'We have for the present given only the st 50

most important of these events in summary and shall
later give a detailed account of them one by one
when we come to the periods in which they fall; for
ttwas in the second yearof the Seventeenth Glympiad,

according to Herodotus, that Cyaxares was chosen -0

king by the Medes.?
Ctesius of Cnidus, on the other hand, lived duwring

the time when Cyrus ? made his expedition against 41 s.c

Artaxerxes his brother, and having been made
prisoner aud then retained by Ariaxerses because of
hs medical hnowledge, he enjoyed a position of
honour with him for seventeen years.? Now Ciesiag
says that from the royal records, in which the Per-
shns in accordance with a certain faw of theirs kept
an account of their ancient affairs, he carefully in-
vestigated the facts sbout each king, and when he
huad composed his histery he published it o the
Greehs, This, then, is his account: After the de-
struction of the Assyrian Tmpire the Medes were the
chief power in Asia under their king Arbaces, who
conquered Bardanapallus, 23 has been told beforet
And when he had reigned tweniy-eight years his
son Maudaces succeeded to the lhrone and reigned
over Asia fifty years. After him Sosarmus ruled for
thirty years, Artycas for fifty, the king known as
Arbianes for twenty-two, and Artaens for forty years,

33, During the reign of Artaeus a great war broke

oceurred in 548 B.C. {cp. The Cambridge dncient Hidory, 4
p. 7} and not, as formerly held, in 550,

2 Cyras the Younger, the story of whose struggle with his
brother for the throne s told in the Anaebasis of Nenophon,

A Avcording to Plutarch {Arfarerzes, 11 .3, Clesias was
already in the king’s retinue at the time.

* Cp. chaps, 23 £
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out between the Medes and the Cadusii, for the
following reasons, Parsondes, a Persian, a man
renowned for his valour and intdlligence and every
other virtue, was both a friend of the king’s and the
most influential of the members of the royal councik
Feeling himself aggrieved by the king in a certain
decision, he fled with three thousand foot-soldiers
and a thousard horsemen to the Cadusii, te one of
whom, the most influential man in those parts, he had
given his sister in marriage. And now that he had
become a rebel, he persuaded the entire people to
vindicate their freadom and was chosen general be-
eause of hig valonr, Then, learning that a great force
was being gathered against him, he armed the whele
nation of the (adusii and pitehed his camp before the
passes leading inte the country, having a force of no
less than two hundred thousand men all told.  And
althouglr the king Artacus advanced aginst him
with eight hundred thoussnd soldiers, Parsondes
defeated him in battle and slew more thaw fifty
thousand of his followers, and drove the rest of the
army out of the country of the Cadusih, And for
this exploit he was 5o admired by the people of the land
that he was chosen king, and he plundered Media
without cessing and laid waste every district of the
eountry. And after he had attained great fame and
was about to die of old age, Ive called to Iiis side his
suceessor to the throne and required of him an oath
that the Cadusii should never put an end to their
enmity towards the Medes, adding that, if peace
were ever made with them, i meant the destruetion
of hisline and of the whole raen of the Cadusii. These,
then, were the reasons why the Cadusii were always
inveterate cneruies of the Mades, and had never been
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subjected to the Median kings up to the time when
Cyrus transferred the Empire of the Medes to the
Persians,

34. After the death of Artacus, Ctesias continues,
Artynes ruled over the Medes for twenty-two years,
and Astibaras for forty, During the reign of the
Iatter the Parthians revolted from the Medes and
entrusted both their country and their city to the
hands of the Sacae. This led te a war between the
Sacae and the Medes, which lasted many vears, and
after no small number of battles and the loss of many
lives on both sides, they finally agreed te peace on
the following terms, that the Parthisus should be
subject to the Medes, but that both peoples shounld
retain their former possessions aud be friends and
allies for ever,

At that time the Sacae were ruled by a woman
named Zarina, whe was devoted to warfare and was in
daring and efficiency by far the foremost of the women
of the Sacae. Now this people, in general, have
courageous women who share with their hnsbands
the dangers of war, but she, it is said, was the mest
conspienous of them all for her beauty and remark-
able as well in respect to both her designs and what-
ever she nndertook. For she subdued such of the
neighbouring barbavien peoples as had beeome proud
because of their boldness and weore trying to enslave
the people of the Sacae, und into mmeh of her own
realn she introduced eivilized life, fonnded not a few
cittes, and, in a word, made the life of her people
happier. Consequently her countrymen after her
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death, in gratitude for her benefactions and in
remembrance of her virtues, built her a tomb which
was far the largest of any in their hnd; for they
erccted a triangular pyramid, making the length of
each side three stades and the height one stade, and
bringlng i to a peint at the top; and on the tomb
they also placed a eolossal gilded statue of her and
accorded her the honours belonging to heroes, and
all the other henours they bestowed upon her were
maore magnificent than thoese which lad fallen to the
lot of her ancestors,

When, Ctesius continues, Astibaras, the king of
the Medes, died of old age in Ecbatana, his son
Aspandas, whom the Greeks call Astyages, succeeded
to the throne. And when he had been defeated by
Cyrus the Persian, the kingdom passed to the Persians.
Cf them we shall give a detailed and exaet aceount
at the proper time.?

Conecerning the kingdoms of the Assyrians and of
the Medes, and concerning the disagrcement in the
accounts of the historians, we eonsider that enongh
has been said; now we shall discuss India and then,
i turn, recount the legends of that land,

1 This wag in the Ninth Book,
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ACHELGUS, 141 Armenis, 351 1,
Aecheronals, 326 £, Arsinod, 113
Actisanes, #07 f. Artneua, 454 fF,
Aagyplay, BY, 81 (), £15 Arbexertes, 458
Aptus, 61 Artyens, 454
Agamemnon, $23 Artynas, 464
Agatharchides, 147 1, Ascabon, 3yl
Agyriem, 14 Azpandas, 465
Adeaetss, T7 ABAFTiR, 3490 par
Alemend, 77 Asuyrian empiry, 423, 429 &, 445
Adexender the Grest, 15, 21, 83, 178, Asiapues, 18]

133, 2901, 403, 457 Agptibaras, 468, 443

Alezaandgria, 178 Asty, B

Arnasis, 207, ’381f z 5T £, 388 4.
Ammen, 47, 81, T

Ammoz;, omcie, 39? 41?
Amosla, 223

Anazagoras, 29, 133, 137
Anlaens, giank, 47

Antaens, governor of Egyps, bb
Axdacns, village, 67

Antiponas, 453

Anulds, 57, 205 [,

Aphreditd, 47, 57, 335, 238, 451
Apis, §9, 280 .

Mpall, 47, 57, 59, K3, 547 E,
Apoliedorns, 21

Apties, 235 £,

Arabia, 63, 187, 851

Arabis Felix, 51

Arbaces, 424 passitn, 453
Arbianes, 400

Archimedes, 115

Areopagug, 256

Are, 40l

Argos, 78, 1

Aripeos, 151

Armieis, 223

Astyages, 4571, 485
Athens, 43, 45, 55
Mhmus, 417 £,
Athena, 31 pasef
Athyrily, 150
Ablica, 63

Babylon, In Baepl, 197

Bahykm in Mesopoiamis, 91, 151,
37141, B83

Babylontd, 387 passin

Bactza, 363 i1, 403, 408, 417

Yactrisng, 368 1T,

Bactrisng, 169, 358 L, 363 11

Ba@smnus 5}}3

Fenrathre, 95§,

Lared, 237

Barzanes, 153

Balesys, 420 possiv

Belus, 41

Pithynia, 853

Boecchorin, 159, 224 £, 271, 283

Bulgii, 3151

Borconil, 355

Rousitls, $93

* A& complebe Index will sppear o the lest volume,
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Bubastus, 88
Buslrly, governer of Beyel, bb
Tusitia, king of Hzyps, {61, 235, 201

Cadrmus, Bgyptien, 781,

Cardmus, Greck writer, 127

Cadusil, 35b, 440 &

Cumbyses, 108, 115, 187, 165, 178,
B34, 42s

Cauniz Maior, 83

Caria, 221, 855

Cormanit, Ihs

Laspinn Hutes, 355

Caucasns Mounniaing, 148

Cepraps, 93

Celta, 23 (bis)

Cephists, 141

Deplrer, 319 £,

Cerberus, 325

Ceryoes, 45

Cates, 233

Chuldacans, 31, 270, 445 passim

Charon, 215, 331

Chanen, 383

Creramis, 215

Chemme, &7

Chormnpaei, 855

Cleitarchug, 278

Cocyias, 351

Corle-Byrin, 03, 101, 358

Coleld, 81, 198

Cottn, 420

Crecodilonotiz, 305

Crofus, 47, 89

Crodiag, 198, 353, 363 ¢, 271, 372
(Bisy, 209, 4085, 417, 424, 450

Craxares, 487 1,

Cyelades, 125, 168

Oyprs, 408

Cyrend, 237

Cyres, the (Jreat, 463, 466

Cyrne, the Younger, 453

Baedalog, 211, 327, 335
Tranane, 3, 351
v%ggs, the Qrest, 111 £, 205, 328

Darius Codomannug, 453
Delta, 301, 1151,

Demeter, 43, 47, 49, 95, 347
Treriung, 08

Demgeritns, 137 £, 327, 25
Trevbiet, 358

Dercatg, 59

Doucslion, 37
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THomysins, 563 &

1Menveus, 38, 81, Y1, 75 £., BT, 537 1,
Digspolis.  See Thebes

Drangi, 855

Febatana, 294 £

Egrpt, 32241 paerim, 155

%gyptuﬂ (ihe Ni{l?}, 61
2yreius, king of Boypd, 181

Yilenpis, 95 ¢ P

Elis, 82z

Ephorys, 28, 127, i f,

Hreahtheus, 23, 85

Hthlopia, 61, 163 2., 115, 133 sy,
1311, 887 1.

Fihiopiana {of Assyrin), 423

Eadoxug, 827, 387

Eumelpidae, 45

Eumplpus, 59

Hovatrids, 03

Huphrates, 387 £,

Ruripides, 28, 125, 137

Galasroenes, 437
Qavges, 104

Ge Meter, 42
Gaomored, 53
Garovaia, 950
Qlasticopis, 46

Hades, &, 217 £,

Hecatnens, 367

Heostd, 321

Helen, of Troy, 3331,

Huliopolis, 201, 507, 209, 329

I{E&I:i:llﬂ, Egrpiiae king and god, 47,

Heliug, name of planet, 451
Llelkardeus, 147

HHepbacstus, 41 £, 47, 68, 158, 201
Lera, 47, 334, 243

Heencles, 31, 55, 61, 67, 75, 77, 79
Hermes, 47, 53, 15, 157, 113, 320
Hermes, name of slaged, £5]

Herodes, 21

H:;mdoma, 127, 18, 138 £, 9431, 399,

;.;estia, 47, 311

Torer, b, 38, 41, 43, 485, 61, 165, 25
327, A28, 332 paasm s
Horug, 65, 81, B3, 167

Hrapnates, 361

Iyduspey, river, 148

Hydaapea, pon of Semiramsia, 263
Hyrcanil, 3b5

INDEX
Iao, 327 Mumes, 59
Fliwm, 197, 213 Mypcennas, 221
imares, 223

Indis, 62, M8, #0H passins

Indua, 403, 415§,

To, T3

Toaig, 281

jopt, 11 .

Tsig, 27-B1 passim, $8-8%  puassim,
157 L., 287, 301

Isis, name of star, 58

Iater, BB

Jullus Caesar, 21

Tseedaemon, 21

Tecntopola, 269

Tathe, 321

Libyn, 5] possim, 189, 347

Tibya, mother of Belua, 1

Lyeurge, king of Thrace, 42

1 vourges, Spartan laweiver, 318, 327,
36

Macedan, 57, 63

Marls, 237

Muaren, i0, 42

Marrns, 211, 303

Mairis, 77

Mandaceg, 403

Meander, 143

Melarmpus, 327, 3238

Memnen, 425 1, i

Memplils, 43, 125, 197 pessim, 2381,
259, 291, 383

Menag, 167, 159 5,308 £,

Mencherimme, See Myoarinng

Mendes, city of Barpd, 382

Mendes, kg of Boynt, 211, 238

Menelana, 187 £,

Menestlions, 42

Merod, city, 105 151

Mered, isiand, 108

Merod, mother of Cambyaes, 109

¥inos, 23F, 319

Minotanr, 217

Muneves, 318 £

Mnevis, 68, 280 £,

Moeris, king of Fgyns, 181 £,

Moeriy, Lake of, 181 £, 22V, 289,
303 £

Mememnbia, 231, 335

Moyass {Mozes), 321

Musnous, 327

rsepetes, 5

Tasnmonhes, 151

Meeho, 111

Wile, 61, 06143 pessim

Xiens, 218

Nilometer, 125

Filopois, 281

Winevek, 857, 373, 427, 435 passim

Nings, city.  See Ninevel

Rinus, king of Assyris, 348.371
pssim, BTH

HNinyas, 371, 897, 437, 419 1,

Nwea, in Arabia Felix, 8] £, 87

Nyes, in Tndia, €3

Kysaeus, 87

Ooand, 43, 43

Oeeangs, 43, 320

Oenug, 381

Oenopldes, 1457, 327, 335 £

Onnes, 261, 3467, 3060 1.

Orontes, 395

Orobess, 38, 43, 7% f, 239, 315
a2

Osirls, 87 f., 477 pasim, 297 K,
297, 303

Osymandysa, 167, 169, 175

Qayartes, 3656 .

Tun, &7, 282
Paraetacent, 387
Tarsetoniam, 10
Parsondes, 441 f,
Parthinng, 403
Parthyaed, 358
Peluaium, 201
Persepolis, 16h
Porgeus, 7%

Pergews, king of Macedon, 407
FPoreie, 385, 347

Puden, 33

Thawenas, 353

Hlares, 101

Fhilae, 64 £,

Philip, of Macedeon, 15
Plato, 327, 335

FPloie, 73

Poiyerates, 323 f,
Poipdwmnng, 233§,

" Purtals of the Ban, ™ 242
Pogeidon, 1

Priam, 423

Priapus, 203
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Prometheta, 81

Protens, 2338

Paammetichny, 111, 22§ {1,
Piolewny, canal, B35

Prolemy Aulebes, 157

Prolemny Logus, 308, 185, 167, 291
Prolamy Philadeiphus, 113, 129
Pyihagoras, 239, 327, 335

Ted Bea, 112, 192
ftemphis, 433 £
fikea, 47, 383
Fhineeoiurw, 208
Hhodopis, 233
Rhooocs, 387
Romae, 19, 385

Babaco, 225 £,

Baone, 463

Sais, 91

Harapis, Y8

Sardnuapaibas, 4893, 439-445 pugsim,
45

Hasvchis, 333
Baiyry, 58, 299

Selpnrens Nicabor, 463

Semeds, TR 1.

Bemiramis, 158, 350410 possim
Serbonis, 99 £,

Bescdsta, 185-205 passim, 331
Binmnag, 361

Hirlug, wame of Osirjy, 39
Hirlun, atar, 5

Holon, 238, 265, 273, 327, 338
Sosans, 3G9
Spesfumfuasf 4.6&1

Shak , 401417 7
Susa, 165, 430

Fanala {Don), 193, 353, 368
Tapyri, 355

Welectes, 337 &
Tolsmachug, 333 £,
Tentamuy, 423

Thales, 151

Thebaid, 33, 48, 51, 57
Thebes, 49, B, 73, 161 possim, 259
Theodors, 33T
Theopowpis, 127
Thesmephorue, 48, 79
Flonis, 61

Thueydides, 127

Wigris, 38T 1.

Titans, B, 323

Hishonta, 425 1,
‘Trephachbi, 159 §,
Triptolemns, 3%, 63
Tritegeneis, 48

Trogodytes, 8%, 151
'Ifro]inﬁWa:, BY ¢hish, 33, TV (M), 7%,

423 f.
Trofans, 423 1,
Yrow, 187
Typhon, 47, 63, 71, 301 passim

Tchormwss, 177

Kenophon, 387
Xerzes, 304, 363, 457

Zalmexis, 321

Faropeud, 395

Zarina, 483 1,
#athraustes, 321

Feun, 41, 47, T4, B35, 393
Yeas, planet, 451

Zeus Delus, 379, 351, 383
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