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PREFACE

Tue Greek text is that of Dindorf’s third edition
(Lipsiae, 1881). All deviations are recorded in the
notes, except where the reading of S, rejected by
Dindorf, has been restored. In the matter of elision
and the spelling of certain words, more modern

editors have been followed.
J. H. V.
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INTRODUCTION
OUTLINES OF THE LIFE OF DEMOSTHENES

DemosTHENES was born in or about the year 384 B.c.
His father, of the Paeanian deme, east of Hymettus,
was a man of some wealth, the owner of two work-
shops where he employed slaves on the manufacture
of swords @ and of furniture. His maternal grand-
father, Gylon, who was banished from Athens and
scttled in the Crimea, is said to have married a
woman of Scythian descent. When his son was scven,
the father died, leaving himmn a fortune of about
14 talents (about £3400). His guardians, Aphobus
and two others, so mismanaged his property that,
when he came of age, he received only about one-
tenth of the capital. As a child he was delicate and
unable to profit by the usual athletic education. In
order to fit himself for the prosecution of his guardians,
he studied rhetoric under Isaeus, who was an authority
on cases of inheritance. His enthusiasm for the art
of oratory is said to have been awakened by hearing
the successful defence of Callistratus, the general who
was accused of delivering Oropus to the Thebans in
366. In 863, in his twentieth year, he brought his
action against Aphobus. He gained the verdict, but

pater

(11

¢ Juvenal's description is ludicrous enough:
ardentis massae fuligine lippus " (x. 130).
xi



INTRODUCTION

further litigation was necessary before he recovered
what was left of his patrimony. The three speeches
against Aphobus and two against Onetor are the
record of these lawsuits.

We may think of Demosthenes as entering man-
hood with physical disabilities, which he is said to
have taken extraordinary pains to remedy, and with
a temper morose and soured by injustice ; not a
genial, sociable man—a “ water-drinker,” as his
enemies labelled him. The rancour, however, with
which he assailed his opponents was common to him
with other orators; there was no room for chivalry
in Athenian political life.

He now commenced practice as a writer of speeches
for litigants. Most of his private orations that have
come guwn to us were probably composed between
863 and 354, when he made his first public speech in
the Assembly. But there is also an intermediate
class of speech. Owing chiefly to indictment for
breach of the constitution (ypa¢n wapavipwv), every
Athenian statesman spent almost as much time in the
law-courts as in the Pnyx, and many political questions
came to be decided by juries. To this class of semi-
public speeches belong that against Androtion (353),
written by Demosthenes for onc Diodorus. Here, in
the peroration, the writer alrcady strikes that note
which recurs constantly in his political harangues,
that Athens by her past history was committed to a
policy of honour and high ideals. The same dispute
comes up two years later, when another speech was
composed for the same Diodorus, this time against
Timocrates. In 354 Demosthenes speaks in his own
person, and with more studied moderation, against
the law of Lepfines on immunities, but the same ideals



INTRODUCTION

are put forward. The fourth of these speeches was
written in 852 for Euthycles, who had indicted
Anistocrates for his proposal to honour the reckless
adventurer Charidemus. Another speech which deals
largely with public questions is that against Midias,
a friend of Eubulus and a supporter of the Euboean
expedition of 850. It was published, but never
delivered, for Demosthenes compromised the action
for assault which he had commenced.

In 854, at the age of thirty, Demosthenes entered
on his public career with his speech on the Navy-boards.
The position of Greek affairs at this moment was one
of unstable equilibrium. By the death of Epaminon-
das at the battle of Mantinea (862), Thebes almost
instantly lost the lead which his genius had given her.
Sparta, hampered by hostile neighbours in Arcadia
and Messenia, still kept some of her old reputation,
and none realized that her power for good or evil was
ended. Athens, after Mantinea, nearly succeeded
in regaining the hegemony. By 857 she had swept
the Thebans out of Euboea, she controlled the
Thracian Chersonese, so important for the safety of
her food-supply, and her new confederacy seemed
firmly established. But no sooner had she reached
this height of prosperity than the decline began.
The Social War, largely due to the intrigues of
Mausolus, robbed her in two years of her chief
dependencies, leaving her only Euboea, some islands
of the North Aegean, and a few towns on the Thra-
cian coast. This failure damped the imperialism
of the Athenians, and the able finance-minister,
Eubulus, now comes to the front with his policy of
* peace, retrenchment, and reform.” The Persian
empire, though its essential weakness had been

xiil



INTRODUCTION

exposed by the campaiﬁns of Cyrus the younger and
of Agesilaus, and by the revolt of the satraps, was
still to be reckoned with. In an age of mercenary
soldiers Persian gold was a factor in Greek politics.
Meanwhile a new power was rising, a little cloud out
of the north, like a man’s hand.

Our knowledge of subsequent events must not
lead us to underrate the sagacity of Athenian states-
men. The danger from Macedonia was scarcely
apparent in 855, Philip, who had been four years
on the throne, was still on terms of nominal friendship
with Athens, and had only robbed her so far of
Amphipolis, Pydna, and Potidaea. The Macedonians,
though their princes had Hellenic blood in their
veins, were regarded as outside the Greek world.
Hence the policy that first appealed to Demosthenes
was the balance of power among Greek states. It
was only by degrees that he came to realize the
menace of Philip. Athens, like other cities, relied
for defence on an amateur militia or on mercenaries,
who proved as untrustworthy as the city-states of
Italy found them centuries after; in Macedonia
Philip was building up a permanent, organized,
professional army. Demosthenes, though he was
no soldier, seems to have had some inkling of the
value of Philip’s invention, but he never saw, as we
can see, how incapable the cities were of a successful
resistance with the means at their disposal. And yet,
in criticizing Demosthenes, we must not forget how
near he came to success. Nor must we forget that
the Greeks probably expected that Philip's power
would crumble at his death, as the power of Jason of

¢ Philip is not even mentioned in the speech on the Navy-
boards.

Xiv



INTRODUCTION

Pherae had crumbled. The unlooked-for event was
that Philip could hand on his power to a successor
of nobler aims and of abilities little inferior to his
own. The growing wcr of Philip caused Demo-
sthenes to embrace cy of a united defence of
the free institutions of the mty-states against a military
autocracy ; and from this policy he never swerved.

How completely he dominates the stage may be

judged from the fact that, for ordinary readers, the

interest of Greek history ceases at his death, for the
triumph of Macedonia was as fatal to the Greek
spirit as the grip of Spain was to the life of Italy
from the sixteenth century till the day of her redemp—
tion. Henceforward the life of Demosthenes is the
history of Greece, and it will be enough here to
tabulate the course of events and the dates of his
speeches.

854 First public speech, on the Navy-boards. Philip
takes Methone.

858 Philip fighting in Thessaly. Arcadians and
Spartans send embassies to Athens. Speeches
for the Megalopolitans and against Timocrates.

852 Philip gets control of the Pagasaean Gulf.
Athenians send force to close Thermopylae

ainst Philip, who turns his attention to
ace, and also intrigues in Euboea. Speech
against Aristocrates.

851 First Philippic (early in the year). Exiled Rhodian
demm}a appeal to Athens. Speech for

of the

349 Olynihians appeal o O e, First 0 yuthiac.

849 Olyn to Athens. First Ol
Athenian force sent under Chares. Second
Olynthiac. Chares superseded by Charidemus.

XV



INTRODUCTION

The War-party call for appropriation of
Theoric Fund Third Olynthiac.

848 Athenian expedition undcr Phorion to help

Plutarchus in Euboea. At the Great Dionysia

(March) Meidias assaults Demosthenes, who
had opposed the expedition. Fall of Olynthus
(autumn). Athenians send Aristodemus to
sound Philip, and dispatch embassies to other
Greek states.

847 Aristodemus returns with friendly assurances

from Philip. Speech against Medias written,
but not delivered.

846 T'irst Athenian embassy to propose terms of

peace with Philip. Peace of Philocrates
agreed to by Athens (April). Second embassy
sent to administer oaths to Philip: they
return in July. Philip at Thermopylae.
Phalaecus surrenders to him and the Phocian
War collapses. Philip punishes Phocians and
is rewarded with their two votes in the Amphi-
ctyonic Council. He presides at Pythian
Games (Sept.). Speech on the Peace.

844 Philip subdues Illyrians and settles government

343 Pyth

xvi

of Thessaly. He intrigues in the Peloponnese,
whither Demosthenes is sent to counteract his
influence. Philip sends envoys to Athens to
protest against charges of bad faith. Demo-
sthenes replies with Second Philippic

o comes from Philip to discuss Athenian
claims to Halonnesus. Philip again intrigues
in Euboea, where he supports tyrants of Eretria
and Oreus. Speech De falsa legatione;
Aeschines acquitted. In the winter P]’nllp
invades Epirus and threatens Ambracia and
Acarnania,
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842 Philip sets up tetrarchs in Thessaly and writes
letter to Athenians on dispute about Halon-
nesus, Hegesippus (?) delivers speech on
Halonnesus. Philip busy in Thracian Cherso-
nese, whither Diopithes is sent to guard
Athenian interests.

341 Demosthenes’ speech on the Chersonese, in reply
to Philip’s protests. Third Philippic soon
afterwards. Demosthenes is sent to make
alliance between Athens and Byzantium,
Athenian expedition to Euboea expels tyrants.

840 Demosthenes crowned at Great Dionysia for
liberation of Euboea. Philip besieges Perin-
thus unsuccessfully ; turns his arms against
Byzantium, making declaration of war against
Athens. Athenian fleet compels him to raise
siege of Byzantium. He invades Thracian
Chersonese. In the winter he invades Scythia,
where he is wounded by the Triballi.

839 Speech of Aeschines at Delphi provokes Am-
phissian War. Philip, chosen general by
Amphictyons, passes Thermopylae and seizes
Elatea. Demosthenes gains alliance of Thebes.

338 Philip, after destroying Amphissa, defeats allies
at Chaeronea. Peace of Demades. Demo-
sthenes chosen to pronounce funeral oration
over the slain.

886 Aeschines brings ypady wapavépwv against
Ctesiphon, who proposes crown for Demo-
sthenes, Philip assassinated; Alexander
succeeds.

885 Thebes rebels and is destroyed by Alexander,
who demands surrender of Demosthenes and
other orators.

xvii
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834 Alexander invades Asia.

831 Alexander’s victory at Arbela.

830 Trial of Ctesiphon ; Demosthenes de Corona.

824 Demosthenes pronounced by the Court of Areo-
pagus guilty of receiving 20 talents of the
money deposited at Athens by Harpalus. He
is tried and condemned to a fine of 50 talents,
and goes into exile.

828 Death of Alexander. Demosthenes recalled.
Lamian War.

822 Battle of Crannon. Death of Demosthenes at
Calauria (Oct. 12).

Note.—The question of Demosthenes’ guilt in the
affair of Harpalus is too intricate to discuss here.
The fairest judges incline to the view that he took
the money, but for public purposes, in view of the
coming war. The story of his death is best read in
Plutarch (Dem. 29).

xviii
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INTRODUCTION TO THE OLYNTHIAC
ORATIONS

Tue order of these has been disputed. It is certain
that Dionysius of Halicarnassus (circa 25 B.c.) placed
them in the order II., III., I. Thirlwall accepted
this, and Grote argued for II., I., IIl.; but most
modern critics hold to the traditional order of the
mss. The chief reasons for placing I. later than the
others are that in I. Demosthenes lays more stress
on the need for haste, that in II. little reference is
made to Olynthus and its danger, and that in II.
there is no allusion to the Theoric Fund, the raiding
of which is suggested in I. and openly advocated in
III. Following the usual order, we may assume that
I. was delivered early in 849, soon after the appeal
of the Olynthians for alliance. The alliance was
made, but the funds raised were inadequate. The
Athenian general Chares was obliged to support him-
self by plundering friends as well as foes. In the
summer II. was delivered in reply to the renewed
efforts of the peace-at-any-price party, who argued
that Philip was too strong. Demosthenes tries to
show the essential weakness of Philip’s position.
Meanwhile Chares was recalled, and Charidemus
was sent with a large mercenary force but failed to
act with vigour. The war-party called for the
appropriation of the Theoric Fund, which Demo-



THE OLYNTHIAC ORATIONS

sthenes had hinted atin I. The proposal was quashed
as unconstitutional, and then Demosthenes in III.,
perhaps delivered in the autumn of the same year,
urges that the law which forbade any tampering with
the fund should be repealed. Whether this was done
we cannot say. Itiscertain that a considerable force
was dispatched—too late, and Olynthus fell in the
autumn of 348.
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FIRST OLYNTHIAC, 7-10

suits you admirably. For if they had plunged into
war in reliance on your advice, they would perhaps
have proved uncertain allies and only half-hearted in
their resolve ; but now that their hatred of Philip is
the outcome of their own grievances, it is natural
that their hostility should have a firm base in their
apprehensions and their experiences. Men of
Athens, you must not let slip the opportunity that
offers, nor make the blunder you have so often made
before. When we returned from the Fuboean
expedition ® and Hierax and Stratocles, the envoys
of Amphipolis, mounted this platform and bade you
sail and take over their city, if we had shown the
same earnestness in our own cause as in defence of
the safety of Euboea, Amphipolis would have been
yours at once and you would have been relieved of
all your subsequent difficulties, Once again, when
news came of the siege of Pydna, of Potidaea, of
Methone, of Pagasae,? and of the rest of them—not
to weary you with a complete catalogue—if we had
at that time shown the required zeal in marching to
the help of the first that appealed, we should have
found Philip to-day much more humble and accom-
modating. Unfortunately we always neglect the
present chance and imagine that the future will
right itself, and so, men of Athens, Philip has us to
thank for his prosperity. We have raised him to
a greater height than ever king of Macedonia reached
before. To-day this opportunity comes to us from
the Olynthians unsought, a fairer opportunity than
we have ever had before.

Men of Athens, let anyone fairly reckon up the

¢ The Athenians took Euboea from the Thebans in 857.
* In 857, 356, 354, and 352 respectivcly.
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FIRST OLYNTHIAC, 10-13

blessings we have rcceived of the gods, and though
much is amiss, none the less his gratitude will be
great—and rightlfr so: for our many losses in the
war * may be jusily imputed to our own supineness ;
that we did not suffer these losses long ago and that
this opportunity of alliance affords us some compen-
sation, if we choose to accept it, this I for my part
should put down as a signal instance of the favour
of the gods. I suppose it is with national as with
private wealth. If a man keeps what he gains, he
is duly grateful to fortune ; if he loses it by his own
imprudence, he loses along with it the sense of
gratitude. So in national affairs, those who fail to
use their opportunities aright, fail also to acknow-
ledge the good that the gods have given; for every
advantage in the past is judged in the light of the
final issue. It is therefore our duty, men of Athens,
to keep a careful eye on the future, that by restoring
our prosperity we may efface the discredit of the
past. But if we leave these men too in the lurch,
Athenians, and then Olynthus is crushed by Philip,
tell me what is to prevent him from marching hence-
forward just where he pleases. I wonder if any one
of you in this audience watches and notes the steps
by which Philip, weak at first, has grown so powerful.
First he seized Amphipolis, next Pydna, then
Potidaea, after that Methone, lastly he invaded
Thessaly. Then having settled Pherae, Pagasae,
Magnesm, and the rest of that country to suit his
purposes, off he went to Thrace, and there, after
evicting some of the chiefs and installing others, he

* {i.e. the war about the possession of Amphipolis.

! yply iw. S: wpoiraptdrrwr vulg. Dindorf.
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FIRST OLYNTHIAC, 18-16

fell sick. On his recovery, he did not relapse into
inactivity, but instantly assailed Olynthus. His
campaigns gamst Illyrians and Paeonians and Kin
Arybbas and any others that might be menhnne&f
[ pass over in silence.

“Well,” some of you may say, ** why tell us this
now ? "’ Because, men of Athens, I want you to
know and realize two things : first, what an expensive
game it is to squander your interests one by one ;
and secondly, the restless activity which is ingrained
in Philip’s nature, and which makes it impossible for
him ever to rest on his laurels. But if Philip adopts
the principle that he ought always to be improving
his position, and you the prmclple of never facing
your difficulties resolutely, just reflect what is likely
to be the end of it all. Seriously, is anyone here
so foolish as not to see that our negligence will
transfer the war from Chalcidice to Attica? Yet if
that comes to pass, I am afraid, men of Athens, that
just as men who borrow money recklessly at high
interest enjoy a temporary accommodation only to
forfeit their estates in the end, so we may find that
we have paid a heavy price for our indolence, and
because we consult our own pleasure in every thlng
may hereafter come to be forced to do many of the
dlﬂ'{:ﬂ]t things for which we had no liking, and may
finally endanger our possessions here in Attica itself.

Now someone may tell me that to find fault is
easy and in any one’s power, but that it needs a
statesman to expound the policy demanded by our
circumstances. t I am not unaware, men

q__mm_that if anyt ng_g_ues 1li'l5;1'i|:1r1'|g,. yuu often

by Priscian. Probably we should read with Wml én rérous
peydhois.
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FIRST OLYNTHIAC, 16-20

vent your disappointment, not on_the responsible
agents, but QLLE&EE wha happen to have addressed
you last. I shall not, however, consult my own safety
by keeping back what I believe to be for your true
intercsts, I suggest then that the case calls for two
distinct expeditions; one military force must be
dispatched to rescue their cities for the Olynthians,
and a second force, both naval and military, to ravage
Philip’s territory. If you neglect either of them, I
am afraid your campaign wiﬁ prove abortive. For
if you sena, a marauding expedition, he will stand
on the defensive until he has made himself master
of Olynthus, and then he will easily march to the
relief of his own territory ; or if you confine your-
selves to helping Olynthus, he will know that his
base is secure and will give close and undivided
attention to his operations, until at last he over-
comes the resistance of the besieged. Our expedi-
tion, you see, must be on a large scale and twofold.
Such are my views on the expeditionary force.
With regard to the supply of money, you have
money, men of Athens; you have more than any
other nation has for military purposes. But you
appropriate it yourselves, to suit Enur own pleasure.
Now if you will spend it on the campaign, you
have no need of a further supply ; if not, you have
—or rather, you have no supply at all. “ What!"”
someone will cry, “ do you actually move to use this
money for military purposes?” Of course I do
not. Only it is my opinion that we must provide
soldiers and that there must be one uniform system
of pay in return for service. Your opinion, how-

1 These words, in all uss., are omitted by Dindorf and
most edd. since Dobree.
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¢ The Theoric Fund had been instituted by Pericles,
nominally to enable the poorer citizens to attend the public
festivals, It would seem that definite sums were allotted
to the various departments of State expenditure, and the
surplus was at the disposal of the democracy for special
military or other objects. Somewhere about 354 Eubulus,
who was one of the board which controlled the Theoric
Fund, carried a lnw appropriating to it the whole of the
surplus revenue. oes not seem to have starved the
defensive services, hut he left no provision for a war, except
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FIRST OLYNTHIAC, 20-22

ever, is that you should, without any trouble, just
appropriate Jl'e money for your festivals.® Then
the only alternative is a war-tax, heavy or light,
as circumstances demand. Only money we must
have, and without money nothing can be done that
-ought to be done. There are other proposals before
you for raising supplies ; choose whichever of them
you think expedient, and, while there is yet time,
grapple with the problem.

It is worth while, however, to observe and consider
how Philip stands to-day. His present prospects are
not so bright or satisfactory as they seem and as a
superficial observer might pronounce them ; nor
would he ever have provoked this war had he thought
that he would be bound to fight himself. He hoped
that on his first entry he would carry all before him,
and he finds himself completely mistaken. This
unforeseen result confounds and discourages him ;
and besides there is the question of Thessaly. The
Thessalians were always, of course, born traitors, and
Philip finds them to-day just what everyone has
found them in the past. They have formally resolved
to demand the restitution of Pagasae and have
hindered him from fortifying Magnesia. I have also
been informed that they will no longer hand over to
him the profits of their harbours and markets, on the
ground that this sum ought to be applied to the

by means of an extraordinary levy or elogopd. Either in
350, or perhaps in 349 before the delivery of the third
Olynthiac, an attempt to revert to the earlier arrangement
was followed by the usnal ypa¢hn waparduwr, and Eubulus
is al to have confirmed the bad system by making it a
capital offence even to propose a diversion of the fund.
Demosthenes approaches the subject with a studied show of
embarrassment.
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FIRST OLYNTHIAC, 22-26

government of Thessaly and not find its way into
Philip’s coffers. Now if he is deprived of this source
of revenue, he will be hard put to it to pay for the
maintenance of his mercenaries. But surely we
must assume that your Paeonian or Illyrian or any
other of these tribes would prefer freedom and
independence to slavery. They are not accustomed
to acknowledge a master, and Philip is by all accounts
a particularly harsh one. And indeed that is not
surprising. Undeserved success engenders folly in
unbalanced minds, and therefore it often proves
harder to keep than to win prosperity. Look then,
Athenians, upon his difficulties as your opportunity.
Be prompt to take up the challenge. Send embassies
when necessary. Take the field in person. Rouse
all the other states. Reflect how eagerly Philip
would march against you, if he had such a chance
as we have, and if the war were on our frontiers.
Are you not ashamed if, having the opportunity,
you lack the courage to do to him what he would
certainly do to you if he could ?

One point more, men of Athens. Do not forget
that you can to-day choose whether you must fight
there or Philip must fight here. If Olvnthus holds
out, you will fight there, to the detriment of his
territory, while you enjoy in security the land that
is your home. But if Philip takes Olynthus, who is
to prevent his marching hither? The Thebans?
It may be an unduly harsh thing to say, but they
will join heartily in the invasion. The Phocians
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FIRST OLYNTHIAC, 26-28

then? What! the men who cannot protect their
own country without your help? Any others?
“ But, my friend,” cries someone, ‘ he will not wish
toattack us.” Nay, it would be a crowning absurdity
if, having the power, he should lack the will to carry
out the threat which to-day he utters at the risk
of his reputation for sanity. But indeed I think you
want no speech to prove how vast is the difference
between a war here and a war yonder. Why, if you
were obliged to take the field yourselves for a bare
month, drawing from Attica the necessary supplies—
I am assuming that there is no enemy in this country
—I suppose your farmers would lose more than the
sum spent upon the whole of the previous war.® But
if war comes within our borders, at what figure must
we assess our losses? And you must add the in-
solence of the enemy and the ignominy of our
position, greater than any loss in a wise man's
estimation.

It is the duty of all of you to grasp the significance
of these facts, and to send out an expedition that
shall thrust back the war into Macedonia : it is the
duty of the well-to-do, that spending but a fraction
of the wealth they so happily possess, they may
enjoy the residue in security ; of our ﬁ%hters, that
gaining experience of war on Philip’s soil, they may
prove the formidable guardians of an inviolate t{ther«
land ; of the statesmen, that they may give a ready
account of their stewardship, for as is the issuc of
these events, so will be your judgement of their
policy. On every ground may that issue be
prosperous !

* The war about Amphipolis. Demosthenes reckons its
cost at 1500 talents (0L, ii. 28).
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II. SECOND OLYNTHIAC

O~ many occasions, men of Athens, one may, I think,
recognize the manifest favour of heaven towards our
city, and not least at the present crisis. That Philip
has found men willing to fight him, situated on his
frontiers and possessed of considerable power, above
all so determined that they regard any accommoda-
tion with him as both delusive and fatal to their own
country—this has all the appearance of a super-
human, a divine beneficence. So the time has come,
men of Athens, to look to it that we do not prove
more unfriendly to ourselves than circumstances have
been, for we shall show ourselves the meanest of
mankind, if we abandon not only the cities and the
places which we once called our own, but the very
allies that fortune has raised up for us and the chances
she throws in our way.

Now I do not choose, Athenians, to enumerate the
resources of Philip and by such arguments to call on
you to rise to the occasion. Do you ask why?
Because it seems to me that any dissertation on that
topic is a tribute to his enterprise, but a record of
our failure. For the higher he has raised himself
sbove his proper level, the more he wins the admira-
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@ The proposed surrender of Pydna in exchange for
A mphlpﬂhﬁ.

® If the Greek is sound, this must allude to Philip’s offer
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SECOND OLYNTHIAC, 6-9

to us and by negotiating that secret treaty ¢ once so
much talked about. I find that next he won the
friendship of the Olynthians by capturing Potidaea,
which was yours, and thus wronging you, his former
allies,® in presenting it to them. Lastly he has won
over the Thessalians by promising to bestow Magnesia
upon them and by undertaking to conduct the
Phocian war ¢ in their interests. In a word, he has
hoodwinked everyone that has had any dealings with
him ; he has played upon the folly of each parti in
turn and exploited their ignorance of his own char-
acter. That is how he has gained his power. Now
even as he has raised himself by these arts, while
every community imagined that they were to be the
recipients of his favours, so by these same arts he is
bound to be brought low again now that the utter
selfishness of his conduct has been amply demon-
strated. Yes, men of Athens, this is the turning-
point of Philip’s career. If not, let someone step
up and prove to me—or rather to you—that my
words are untrue, or that those who have been once
deceived will continue to trust him, or that the
Thessalians who stooped to become his slaves would
not now welcome their emancipation.

Again, if anyone here admits the truth of this,
but fancies that Philip will remain master of the
situation, being already in possession of the fortresses
and harbours and other points of vantage, he is
mistaken. For when a league is knit together by
goodwill, when all the allied states have the same
interests, then the individual members are willing

of alliance with Athens ten years before. But perhaps we

should omit dpas with Blass. The allies will then be the
Potidaeans, as the Scholiast explains.
* The Sacred War of 355-346.
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SECOND OLYNTHIAC, 18-16

thing with a will, if you want anyone to take you
seriously. If you consent to ¢ through the
necessary reforms at once, not only will Philip’s
alliances, men of Athens, prove unstable and un-
trustworthy, but the weakness of his native power
and sovereignty will be completely exposed.

Yes, the power and sovereignty of Macedonia is
indeed, as an adjunct, no slight contribution, as you
found it when on your side against Olynthus in the
days of Timotheus.® On another occasion, in deal-
ing with Potidaea, the Olynthians found its co-opera-
tion of some value ; and lately it came to the help
of the Thessalians in their factions and feuds against
the ruling house. The accession, I suppose, even of
a small force is in every way helpful ; but by itself
Macedonia is weak and full of defects. For indeed
Philip by all that might be deemed to constitute his
greatness, by his wars and his campaigns, has only
reduced his country below its natural level of in-
security. You must not imagine, men of Athens,
that his subjects share his tastes. No: glory is his
sole object and ambition; in action and in danger
he has elected to suffer whatever may befall him,
putting before a life of safety the distinction of
achieving what no other king of Macedonia ever
achieved. But his subjects have no share in the
glory that results. They are perpetually buffeted
and wearied and distressed by these expeditions
north and south, never suffered to give their time to
their business or their private affairs, never able to
dispose of such produce as they can raise, because

Perdiccas, king of Macedonia, in an attack on the Olynthian
confederacy.
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SECOND OLYNTHIAC, 17-20

the war has closed all the markets in their land.
Hence it is not difficult to see how the majority of
the Macedonians regard Philip. As for his house-
hold troops and footguards, they have indeed the
name of admirable soldiers, well grounded in the
science of war ; but one who has lived on the spot,
a man incapable of falsehood, has informed me that
they are no better than other soldiers. If there is
anyone among them who can be described as experi-
enced in war and battle, I was told that Philip from
jealousy keeps all such in the background, because
he wants to have the credit himself of every action,
among his many faults being an insatiable ambition.
Any fairly decent or honest man, who cannot stomach
the licentiousness of his daily life, the drunkenness
and the lewd dancing, is pushed aside as of no
account., All the rest about his court, he said, are
robbers apd toadies, men capable of getting drunk
and pg;fg;minﬁ_'lfuch dances as I hesitate to name,
to you here. is report is obviously true, for the
men who were unanimously expelled from Athens,
as being of far looser morals than the average
mountebank—] mean Callias the hangman and
fellows of that stamp, low comedians, men who com-
pose ribald songs to raise a laugh against their boon
companions—these are the men he welcomes and
loves to have about him. These are perhaps trivial
things, and yet, Athenians, to wise men they afford
an important proof of the infatuation of his character.
For the present, however, his prosperity throws all
this into the shade (for success is apt to cover a
multitude of faults); but if he trips, then we shall
know all about his vices. And it seems to me,
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23 OUK €Vi O auTOoV &pyoﬁw' oUDE fui".'s' PptAots €me-
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#Emwmp kat yYmdilopeévwy m:u wwﬂuvupevcur
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dAMo:¢ TUywor T@Y Eumuuu Ta Duetep’ avT@V
uw;kmxﬂ fmqfaspaweg Kai HPBUKIFBUPEUETE oTpa-
TEUOLEVOL, ww. &’ oxvew Ef:;em; Kai FEMET
ELU‘QSEFELF urrep TV uprripwv avT@V K‘T‘IH.LETWF
kai Tovs p.ep a?i)tuus ﬂ'Eﬂ"{ulfﬂTE wuﬁﬂumg wuwas
kail ko’ € abrdv év péper, Ta & Duérep’ adrov
25 amoAwlAexores kabnole. ravra Oavpdlw, xdrmt
7pos ToUTOLS, €1 undels vudy, & avdpes *Abnvaio,
dvvarar Aoyloacbar mooov modeucire ypovov PiA-
W, Kal TL TOWUPTWY VuWY o xpovos dieAnAuvlfer
obros. ilore vyap Onmov 7Tobl', omt peAAdvrwy
avT@v, €Tépovs Twas eAmiovrwv mpafew, aitiw-
pévwy dAjdovs, kpwivtwy, mdAw €Amldvrwr,
oyedov Tavlh u'wfp vumt wnmﬁ:m:uv &'*nus' 5 Xpovos
26 Stfﬁqﬂuﬂﬂr. Er.ﬁ oUTWS n.}wmpuw.ug Ex'ET W {IFBPES
Aﬂqpumn, wore 8¢ wv €K XpnoTdy tﬁauﬂa Ta
ﬂpaypafa 715 MOAEWS ysyﬂve‘u dia ToUTwy Elmd:e-re
TGOV alT@V wpafemv ﬂc davAwy a.u-m qua*ru
yem;creaﬂm' aAX’ oUT Evﬁm}ruv oUT €xov €oTi
g&um.u TODTO YeE* Trn?xu yap pdov Exuwas' tﬁuﬁaﬂﬂv
krnoacfar 'm'lI-'Tl:l. wstﬁumsu. viv 8 0 TL uew
qSu)lu&rpev, oU0€y €oTwv Vmo TOD wnlfpuu Aovmoy
Tw:- TPOTEPOV, HTT]'UE.D‘H{H. O Oet. avTOV ovw
27 qpmv Ep}:ﬂv 'mur 70n. dnut O dewv E:crgéfpﬂv
mparu., au-raus- Efteum wpnﬂumu;, pndery’ airid-
oflac mplv dv TGV mpayudrwy kKpaTionTe, THVikKaDTA
(26] 8" am’ avTdVv TOV €pywy kpivavras Tovs uev aflovs
€maivov Tiuav, Tovs O ES:Hcli}lrru.g koAalew, Tas
wpoqfaumsls o aqklew kai Ta xa’ u;ms‘ d)tﬂppﬁ?ﬂ.'
o) yap €oTt mikpids e€ferdoar TL WEMpAKTAL TOLS
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dAAots, av pn) map’ Sudv aurr.uv npaTov vmdply Ta
28 Séovra. Tivos yup evex', @ u.uSpfg 'Abnvaioe,
vouilere TolTov uév devyeww 1OV WoAepov mdvras
000US AV EXTEUYMTE OTPATyOUS, LOLOUS O EUPLOKEW
moAépous, €L el TL TV OvTwY Kai WEPL TV OTPA-
Tyov elmetv; ori évravfa pév édomi Ta 40X
UTép Wy €oTW O ﬂu’ﬁfpug buérepa ("Apdimodis v’
av' Angly, mapaxpijp’ Upels xopueiole), oi O¢
k(vduvor TV £¢:me0va e, peoblos & ovk
€0TLv* €€l O€ KivduvoL uév éddarTous, Ta 8¢ Aupara
TV épeaTriTWY Kal TGV oTpaTiwtdv, Adudaxos,
Ziyewov, Ta mAol’ d ovddow. e€m olv 70 Avoirelody
29 aﬁrﬂ?g E!mcrrm Xwpolow. vpels d’, orav ey Efs‘
Ta wpdyuar aﬂﬂﬁlﬂﬁq*ﬂi tﬁauﬂmy éxovra, -rcmf
EQSEG‘TT]K{JTES' xpwe-rs orav O0¢ dovres Auym—- -rr.:s-
uva-yxas- aKougTTE TAUTAS, mﬁne-re ':'TEP!.EIJ‘TI. TDLPUP
utv  dAArjdots €pilew kai Oweordvar, TOlS ey
TaiTa ﬂearrﬂn'pfm:;, Tols O€ radra, Td n:mvu &
eyew ¢avdws. mpoTepov ,u.ev -yup, @ uvﬁpeg
*AbByvator, Emsqﬁfpfﬂ EET{'I. uuppnpms', PUI-'I. de
nnlwsvecrﬂe xarta r:m;.:,;.mpms- p‘qﬂ:up qyfumv exa-
Tépwy, Kai wpaﬂ;yog Um0 TOUTW Kai oL Bmgcm-
pevor Tpakdaior ot & dAlot ﬂpﬂﬂpfpfpnaﬂf ol
30 uév ws Tovrovs, ot & ws €xewovs. Oet &7 Tabr

1 So Deuerling : xd» mss. : "Augizrolwr, x&» Dindorf.

¢ Since the year 378 for the payment of the war-tax
(elogopa), and since 357 for the trierarchy also, the citizens
had been divided into a number of cvupopia:, such that
each comprised an equal fraction of the private wealth of
the community. They were also divided into four classes
according to property, the first class consisting of the
wealthiest citizens, wgu prepaid the whole reguired sum
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SECOND OLYNTHIAC, 27-380

itics of others’ conduct, unless you first set your
:m}mwwrhy is it, think you, men of
Athens, that all the generals you dispatch—if I am

to tell you something of the truth about them—
leave this war to itself and pursue little wars of their
own? It is because in this war the prizes for which
you contend are your own—{(if, for instance, Amphi-
polis is captured, the immediate gain will be yours)—
while the officers have all the dangers to themselves
and no remuneration; but in the other case the
risks are smaller and the prizes fall to the officers
and the soldiers—Lampsacus, for example, and
Sigeum, and the plunder of the merchant-ships. So
they turn aside each to what pays him best. But
you, whenever you turn your attention to your
reverses, sit in judgement on your officers, but
acquit them whenever in defence they plead their
necessities. Hence the outcome is strife and con-
tention am.a:m%l yourselves, some taking this side and
sume that, while the interests of the state suffer.
u cﬂnd].l.qL your party-politics, Athenians, as you
to conduct your tax-paying—by svndmates ¢
Ea.c%ﬂldigate has an orator for chairman, with a
general under him and three hundred to do the
shouting. The rest of you are attached now to one
party nnd now to another. Surely this system must

into the exchequer and then recovered the money due from
the less wealthﬂenlasses—n system which produ the abuses
remedied by Demosthenes in 340. The richest man in a
symmory was called the #ryeud» or chairman and had under
him an érwuerqris or director. The comparison here is only
arough-and-readyone. Each political party in the Assembly
has an orator (-mer] at lts head, a favourite general
(=¢mwipernrds) whose claims it supports, and a group of
backers who applaud (=the 300 who pay).
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avbpes “Abpvaio, E-r um]yysﬁﬂn ‘«'Du\:mms- Upiy
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TeTTapdkovt €Tev avtovs eufalvew xai TdAavd’
5 'Ef'fflfm"r‘ sﬂai:épew. xal pera Ttabvra Stelﬂdvrug
ToU eémavrol TouTOV Exufnpﬁauur pemyﬂfmmu,
Bm;rapupuuv' TOUTOU TOU unvOs ;.myl.; peTa Ta
(80] pvorpia ﬁﬂm mug ameoTeidaT E€xOVTA KEVAS
Xa. dnuov kai mEvTE TAAQYT ApPYUPIoV. WS y&p
EAH (Il':ﬂ:ﬂns ucrﬂsw.ur 7 Tebvews {ﬁ?\ﬂe yap
uﬁ:ﬁurfpa] oUk€éTi katpov ovdéva Tou Ponbeiv
vouloavres adeir’,! & dvdpes ‘Abnpvaior, Tov
amooTodov. Wy & obrtos © xmpc'ig avTos: € yap
ror  exela €Bonbnoapev, domep EYmdrodueba,
mpolipws, ovkx dv vdyAet viv nuiv 6 Pimrmos

owbeis.
8 Ta pev 37 rore mpaybévr’ ovk av aldws exor

1 So A and Y : #¢lere Dindorf: dpiere S.
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énpdéapev Tuels Kaxetvor mpos mMuds fEFrfmr- N
r000" omep eumodiopd T 1O Dhimmw xai
Svoyepés, moAw peydAny édopuciv Tois €avrod
katpots dMaypérmy mpos nuds. exkmodepdoad’
Seiv douela Tovs avpwmovs €k mavros Tpomou,
kat 0 mdvtes ebpvdovy, mémpaxkrar vvwvi Tobl
8 omwodnmoTe. TL odv vmwoldoumov, @ dvdpes 'Abn-
vaior, mAjy Ponbelv eppwpévws xai mpobipws;
éyw pév oUy Opd* Xwpls yap TS TeEPLOTAONS av
nuds aloxvvs, et kabvdeipelad T Tadv mpaypdrwy,
ovdé Tov pofov, & avdpes 'Abnvaior, pxpov opd
TOV TGOV peTa Tabra, €XOVTWY eV WS €XOUTL
OnBaiwv -j,u.i'v, ametpnrotwy d¢ ypnpact Quwxéwv,
pndevos & éumodaw ovros Qhimmw Ta maplvra
kaTaoTpefapévew mpos Tabr €mkAivar Ta mpdy-
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B1] noujoew 1a Séovra, delv éyyvfer PBovderar Ta
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éavrd {nreiv, ébov viv érépois adrov Bonbeiv: o7i

1 ¢xmorentgar Dindorf with S.

¢ As Sandys has noted, the phrase is probably a formula
borrowed from the actual text of the treaty.
* The change to the past tense is made more abrupt by

46



THIRD OLYNTHIAC, 6-9

comes the opportunity of another war. That was
why I have referred to the past, that you may not
muie. the same mistake again. What use, men of
Athens, are we to make of our opportunity ? For if
you do not send he]? “in full muster, whereto your
power shall extend,” @ observe how all your general-
ship will make for Philip’s success. We could count ®
on the Olynthians with their considerable resources ;
and the position of affairs was that Philip did not
trust them, nor they Philip. We had negotiated a
peace with them that hampered Philip sorely ; for
here was a powerful state, reconciled to us and watch-
ing for him to give them an opening. We thought
that we ought by all means to embroil them with
him ; and what was then common talk has to-day
somehow or other come to pass. What remains
then, men of Athens, but to help them with all your
power and energy? I see no alternative. For,
quite apart from the disgrace that we should incur
if we shirk our responsibilities, I see not a little
danger, men of Athens, for the future, if the Thebans
maintain their present attitude towards us, and the
Phocians have come to the end of their money, and
there is nothing to hinder Philip, when he has
crushed his present foe, from turning his arms against
Attica. But surely if anyone of you would postpone
the necessary action till then, he must prefer to see
danger at his very doors, rather than hear of it far
away, and to beg help for himself, when he might
be lending help to others now ; for I suppose we all

the omission of connecting particles in three successive
sentences. Demosthenes is telling off on his fingers the
advantages which the Athenians already had before the

debate began.
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¢ The Athenians were too prone to rel y on the efficacy of

a prayer or pious wish, such as orators were fond of intro-
ducing into their sp-eeches.
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THIRD OLYNTHIAC, 20-24

not like men of sense and spirit to shirk your military
duty because the pay is not forthcoming, thinking
lightly of the shame of it all ; or to snatch up arms
and march against Corinth or Megara,® but to let
Philip enslave Greek cities, because you are short of
rations for a campaign.
I am not talking for the idle purpose of quarrelling
i _here. I am not such a misguided fool
as to pick a quarrel deliberately when I see no advan-
tage from it. But I consider it i iti
set th above the popularity of *°
an orator. Indeed I am given to understand—and .
so perhaps are uu—_tﬁaﬁi:'ﬁ:e orators of past genéra- ' -
t@_ngwlrﬁised but not always imitated by "
thusE"ﬁr'Hd"ég_ﬁrijess' you, adopted this very standard '
ciple of statesmanship. Irefer to the famous
Aristides, to Nicias, to my own namesake,® and to “-** >
Pericles. But ever since this breed of orators appeared "
whg ply you with such questions as * What would
you like 7 What shall I propose ? How can I oblige
you ? "’ the interests of the state have been frittered
away for a momentary popularity. The natural con-
sequences follow, and the orators profit by your
disgrace. Yet reflect, men of Athens, on what might
be named as the outstanding achievements of the
days of your ancestors and those of your own time.
I will give you a summary of familiar facts, for you
need not go abroad for examples to teach you how
to win success. Now your ancestors, whom their
orators, unlike ours to-day, did not caress or flatter,

and on Megara in 431 (Thuc. i. 105, ii. 31); but probably
the reference is to some later and obscurer events.

* Demosthenes, the general, who perished with Nicias in
the Sicilian expedition. He is not elsewhere described as an
orator.
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THIRD OLYNTHIAC, 24-27

for five and forty years? commanded the willing
obedience of the Greeks; more than ten thousand
talents did they accumulate in our Acropolis; the
then king of Macedonia ® was their subject, even as
a barbarian ought to be subject to Greeks; many
honourable trophies for victory on sea and land did
they erect, themselves serving in the field; and
they alone of mankind left behind them by their
deeds a renown greater than all detraction. Such
was their rank in the world of Hellas : what manner
of men they were at home, in public or in private
life, look round you and see. Out of the wealth of the
state they set up for our delight so many fair build-
ings and things of beauty, temples and offerings to
the gods, that we who come after must despair of
ever surpassing them ; yet in private they were so
modest, so careful to obey the spirit of the con-
stitution, that the houses of their famous men, of
Aristides or of Miltiades, as any of you can see that
knows them, are not a whit more splendid than those
of their neighbours. For selfish greed had no place
in their statesmanship, but each thought it his duty
to further the common weal. And so by their good
faith towards their fellow Greeks, their piety towards
the gods, and their equality among themselves, they
deserved and won a great prosperity.

Such was their condition in those days under the
leaders I have named ; and what is our condition
to-day, thanks to our worthy statesmen? Is it the
same or anything like the same ? Why, we—I pass
over much that I might mention, but you all see

® The interval between the Persian and Peloponnesian
Wars.

* Perdiccas II. ; a pardonable exaggeration.
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what a clear field we had got, with the Lacedae-
monians crushed, the Thebans fully occupied, and
no other city fit to dispute the supremacy with us,
while we might have been both the vindicators of our
own rights and the umpires of the rights of others;
and yet we have been robbed of our own soil, we
have wasted on unnecessary objects more than fifteen
hundred talents, our statesmen in peace have lost
us the allies we gained in war, and we have provided
a training-ground for this formidable rival. If not,
let someone come forward and tell me who but
ourselves has made Philip powerful. * But,” says an
objector, * if our foreign policy has failed, there is
great improvement in domestic affairs.” And to
what can you point in proof? To the walls we are
whitewashing, the streets we are paving, the water-
works, and the balderdash ? Look rather at the men
whose statesmanship has produced these results:
some of them were poor and now are rich, some were
obscure and now are eminent, some have reared
private houses more stately than our public buildings,
while the lower the fortunes of the city have sunk,
the higher have their fortunes soared.

What is the cause of all this, and why, pray, did
everything go well then that now goes amiss? Be-
cause_then the people, having the courage to act

olled the politicians and were
themselves the dispensers of all favours; the rest
‘were Well content to accept at the people’s hand
honour and authority and reward. Now, on the

* 73 udv wporor MSs. : 70 pév wpbrepor Dindorf. rére is the
ing of Hermogenes, and wpdrrer is a correction of
Rehdantaz.
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only that, men of Athens, but also the immediate
adoption of a uniform system, so that each citizen,
receiving his quota from the public funds, may fill
his proper place in the service of the state. If peace
can be preserved, he is better off at home, safe from
temptations into which want might lead him. If
some such contingency as the present arises, then it
is better for him to serve his country in person, as
indeed he ought, supported by these same contribu-
tions. If anyone is too old to fight, then as overseer
or manager of some indispensable work, let him be
paid on an equitable system the wages that he now
receives without benefit to the state. In a word,
without increasing or lessening our expenditure by
more than a trifle, I claim to have removed anomalies
and introduced order into the state, establishing a
uniform system of pay and of service, whether in the
field or in the law-courts or wherever each man finds
a task suited to his own age and to the needs of the
occasion. Never have I suggested that we should
give the worker’s wages to the drone, or that we
should ourselves remain inactive, idle, and helpless,
and only learn by report that So-and-so’s mercenaries
have won a victory. For that is what happens now.
I am not indeed blaming the man who does your
duty for you, but I call on you to do that for your-
selves which you reward others for doing, and not to
desert that post of honour, men of Athens, which
your ancestors through many glorious hazards won
and bequeathed to you.
] t all that I consider suitable.
It is for you to choose what is likely to benefit the
city and all of you.
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INTRODUCTION
Twuis speech, which comes in point of time before the

Olynthiacs, was delivered perhaps early in 851.

Philip, leaving Olynthus alone for the present, has
interfered in the affairs of Thrace, taking advantage
of the riva][? of two petty kings, Amadocus and Cerso-
bleptes. He has also intrigued in Euboea, with the
object of keeping Athens too busy to oppose him in
Thrace. His captains have seized her corn shi
rounding the southern promontory of that island,
and have even insulted her on her own soil, landi
on the historic beach of Marathon and carrying o
the Athenian state-galley. The only reply was the
dispatch of a force, mentioned in OL iii., under the
mercenary leader, Charidemus. Just before or just
after this expedition, Demosthenes delivered this
speech before the Assembly. Hitherto he had never
intervened until the older statesmen had spoken.
He was pow in his thirty-fourth year, and, for the
first time in his_career, he ventured to open the
debate.
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¢ The reference is probably to the invasion of Boeotia
by Agesilaus in S78.
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and duty you played a part not unworthy of your
country, and entered the lists against them in defence
of your rights.® I remind you of this, Athenians,
because I want you to know and realize that, as no
danger can assail you while you are on your guard,
so if you are remiss no success can attend you.
Learn a lesson from the former strength of the
Lacedaemonians, which you mastered by strict atten-
tion to your affairs, and the present arrogance of our
enemy, which discomposes us because we ignore
every call of duty. But if anyone here, Athenians,
is inclined to think Philip too formidable, having
regard to the extent of his existing resources and to
our loss of all our strongholds, he is indeed right,
yet he must reflect that we too, men of Athens,
once held Pydna, Potidaea, and Methone and had
in our own hands all the surrounding territory, and
that many of the native tribes now in his service,
were then free and independent and were indeed
more inclined to side with us than with Philip. If,
therefore, Philip had then come to the conclusion
that it was a difficult task to fight the Athenians
while they held such strong outposts in his own
territory and he was destitute of allies, in that case
he would never have gained his present successes,
never acquired his present power. But, men of
Athens, Philip saw clearly that all these outposts
were but the open prizes of war, that by natural
right the property of the absent belongs to those
who are on the spot, and the property of the careless
to those who can face toil and danger. It was
precisely by acting on this principle that he has
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7. mpoomepifallerar, kai kukAw mavrayy peA-
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mastered and now holds them all. Some he has
seized by right of arms, others he has won by alliance
and friendship. For indeed alliance and respect are
willingly offered by all men to those whom they see
ready and prompt to take action. And you too, men
of Athens, if you are willing to adopt this principle,
now if never before, if each citizen is ready to throw
off his diffidence and serve the state as he ought and
as he best may, the rich man paying, the strong
man fighting, if, briefly and plainly, you will consent
to become your own masters, and if each man will
cease to expect that, while he does nothing himself,
his neighbour will do everythirg for him, then, God
willing, you will recover your own, you will restore
what has been frittered away, and you will turn the
tables upon Philip. Do not believe that his present
power is fixed and unchangeable like that of a god
No, men of Athens; he is a mark for the hatred
and fear and envy even of those who now seem
devoted to him. One must assume that even his
adherents are subject to the same passions as any
other men. At present, however, all these feelings
are repressed and have no outlet, thanks to your
indolence and apathy, which I urge you to throw off
at once. For. observe, Athenians, the height to

which the fellow's insolence has soared ; he leaves
yﬂumm of action or-inaction.; he blusters and
talks big, according to all accounts; he cannot rest
content with what he has mnquered ; he is always

taking in more, everywhere casting his net round us,
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¢ Lit. * being cut off [from Amphipolis] both in forces
and in plans,” a vigorous but untranslatable phrase.
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¢ The Athenians sent a force to Fuboea in 357 (¢f. OL i.8).
They helped the Thebans to defeat Lysander at Haliartus in
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endeavour to state my views, making just this appeal
to you, Athenians. Wait till you have heard every-
thing before dyuu pass judgement. Do not be pre-
mature ; and even if at the outset I seem to be
:ugge.stinﬁ a novel kind of expeditionary force, do not
imagine that I am trying to postpone our operations.
It is not those who cry “ at once " or *' to-day "’ that
really speak to the purpose, for no dispatch of forces
now could prevent what has already happened ; but
it is the man who can indicate the nature, the size,
and the source of the expedition that will be able
to keep the field until we either defeat the enemy
or consent to a termination of hostilities ; for that
is how we shall avoid trouble in the future. Now I
believe that I can indicate this, without prejudice to
anyone else's proposal. That is a bold promise, but
it will soon be put to a practical test, and you shall
be_my judges.

- First then, men of Athens, 1 propose to equip fifty
war-galleys ; next you must make up your minds to
embark and sail in them yourselves, if necessary,
Further I recommend the provision of transports and
other vessels, sufficient for the conveyance of half
our cavalry. All this is a necessary provision against
Philip’s sudden raids from Macedonia against
Thermopylae, the Chersonese, Olynthus, or where
he will. You must present to his mind the con-
sideration that you may possibly shake off your
excessive apathy and strike out as you did at Euboea,
and before that, as we are told, at Haliartus, and
quite recently at Thermopylae.® That, even if you

Boeotia in 395, %‘:]l] m,hwh:n Pd'.lhi“ ,,ng ttﬂ n:larch ti'}r::m
Thessaly against Phocis, he was y the dispatch of
an Athenian fleet to Thermopylae.
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should not act as I, personally, think you ought, is
not an altogether trivial matter ; for its purpose is
that he may either hold his hand through fear,
knowing that you are on the alert—he will knuw it
sure enough, for there are some on our side, yes, too
many, who report everything to him—or that he
may overlook it and so be taken off his guard, pro-
vided there is nothing to hinder you from sailing
against his country, if he gives you the chance. Such,
m my opinion, are the resolutions which you ought

n{;pt and ihe force which must be equipped, at
oncej But in addition to this, Athenians, I propose
that’ you should get ready a corps to carry on a
continuous war n? annoyance against Philip. _Not
an imposing army—on paper—of ten or twenty
thousand mercenaries ! It shall be a real Athenian
contingent, and whether you appoint one general or
more, whether it is this man or that or the other,
him it shall strictly follow and obey. I also urge
you to provide for its maintenance. And what will
this force be, and how large ? How will it be main-
tained, and how far will it consent to effect its
purpose ? I will tell you, describing each detail
separately. Of mercenaries I propose—and beware
of the mistake that has so often thwarted your efforts.
Thinking that the utmost is too little for the occasion,
you choose the biggest scheme in your resolutions,
but when it comes to performance, you fail to realize
even the smallest. You should rather act and provide
on a small scale, adding more if this proves in-
sufficient. So I propose that the whole force should
consist of two thousand men, but of these five
hundred must be Athenians, chosen from any suitable
age and serving in relays for a specified period—
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@ During the so-called ** Corinthian War,” 394-387, when
Iphicrates with a light-armed force destroyed a mora of
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not a long one, but just so long as seems advisable ;
the rest should be mercenaries. Attached to them
will be two hundred cavalry, fifty at least of them
being Athenians, serving on the same terms as the
infantry. There will also be cavalry transports pro-
vided. So far, so good; and what besides? Ten
fast-sailing war-galleys. Since Philip has a fleet, we
must have fast vessels if our force is to sail in safety.
Now how is this army to be maintained ? That also
[ will explain fully, when I have told you why I
think so small a f{-rce sufficient, and why I insist
that those serving shall be citizens.

I name a force of this size, Athenians, because it
is not in our power now to provide one fit to meet
him in pitched battle: we must adopt guerilla
tactics to start with. The force must therefore be
neither unwieldy—for we cannot afford the pay
and maintenance—nor altogether insignificant. My
reasons for insisting on the presence of citizens in
the expedition are these. I am told that on a previous
occasion the state maintained a mercenary force at
Corinth, commanded by Polystratus, Iphicrates,
Chabrias, and others, and that you citizens also
served in person ; and I know from history that you
and these mercenaries, fighting shoulder to shoulder,
beat the Lacedaemonians in the field. But ever
since exclusively mercenary forces have been fighting
for you, it is your friends and allies that they have
beaten, while the power of your enemies has increased
beyond bounds. They cast a casual glance at the
war for which Athens has hired them, and off they

Spartan hoplites. Chabrias, his successor, is best known
for his defeat of the [Lacedaemonian fleet at Naxos in 376.
Of Polystratus, little or nothing is known.
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¢ Just as the terra-cotta figurines were manufactured not
for practical use, but for the toy-market, so the generals were
elected, not to fight, but to make a brave show in the public
processions,

* We learn from Aristotle, A#. IloA. 61. 6, that a Ixrapyos
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sail to join Artabazus or anyone else, and the general
naturally follows them, for he cannot command if he
does not pay. What then do I recommend ? Deprive
both general and men of all excuse by providing pay
and by attaching to them citizen soldiers as overseers,
so to speak, of their conduct in the field; for at
present our system is a mockery. If anyone asked
you, * Are you at peace, Athenians?” you would
reply, ** Certainly not; we are at war with Philip.”
But have you not been electing from among yourselves
ten brigadiers and ten generals and ten squadron-
leaders and a couple of cavalry-commanders? And
what, pray, are those officers doing? With the
exception of the solitary one whom you dispatch to
the seat of war, they are all busy helping the state-
sacrificers to marshal your processions. You are like
the men who model the clay puppets ;¢ you choose
your brigadiers and commanders for the market-
place, not for the field. What! Ought there not
to be brigadiers and a cavalry-commander, all chosen
from among yourselves, native Athenian officers,
that the force might be a truly national one ? Yes,
but your own cavalry-commander has to sail to
Lemnos,? leaving Menelaus ¢ to command the men
who are fighting for our city’s possessions. 1 do not
say this in his disparagement, but that commander,
whoever he is, ought to be one elected by you.

You think perhaps that this is a sound proposal,

was regularly sent to Lemnos to take charge of the cavalry
there.
¢ Identified by Harpocration with a son of Amyntas II.
and so half-brother of Philip; more probably a petty
Macedonian chief who helped the Athenians at Potidaea in
364, and who is named in a complimentary inscription which
has been preserved (C.[. 4. ii. 55).
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¢ The pr sed pay is 2 obols a day for infantry and
marines, 1 drachma for cavalry. The crew of a trireme
numbered 200. The daily pay would therefore be ;
Galleys : 2 ob. x 200 x 10 =4000 ob.
Infantry : 2 ob. x 2000 =4000 ob.
Cavalry : 6 ob. x200 = 1200 ob.
Total, 9200 ubols or 154 minae a day; 460 minae or
71 talents a month ; 92 talents a year. The hoplite normally
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but you are chiefly anxious to hear what the cost
will be and how it will be raised. I now proceed to
deal with that point. As to the cost then: the
maintenance, the bare rationing of this force, comes
to rather more than ninety talents ; for the ten fast
galleys forty talents, or twenty minae a ship every
month ; for two thousand men the same amount,
that each may receive ten drachmas a month ration-
money ; for the two hundred cavalry twelve talents,
if each is to receive thirty drachmas a month.e If
anyone imagines that ration-money for the men on
active service is only a small provision to start with,
he is wrong ; for I feel quite sure that if no more than
that is forthcoming, the force itself will provide the
rest out of the war, so as to make up their pay without
injury to any Greek or allied community. I am ready
to embark as a volunteer and submit to any punish-
ment, if this is not so. I will now tell you the sources
from which the sums may be derived which I recom-
mend you to provide,

(A Memorandum of Ways and Means is read)

This is the scheme, Athenians, which my col-
leagues® and I have been able to contrive. When

received 2 obols for pay and the same for rations: the
cavalry thrice this amount. Demosthenes’ proposal amounts
to this, that the pay should be halved and the men encouraged
to make it up by looting. To appreciate these sums, it should
be noted that an unskilled labourer at Athens received 3 or
4 obols a day.

* On some financial board, or perhaps only members of
the same political party. The suggestion of Dionysius that
a new speech commences here has not found favour with the
majority of editors.
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you give your votes, you will pass these proposals,
if you approve them, because your object is to fight
Philip not only with “decrees and dispatches, but
Wt deedy BIEG .~ e e e
“But you would, I think, men of Athens, form a
better idea of the war and of the total force required,
if you considered the geography of the country you
are attacking, and if you reflected that the winds and
the seasons enable Philip to gain most of his successes
by forestalling us. He waits for the Etesian winds @
or for the winter, and attacks at a time when we
could not possibly reach the seat of war. Bearing this
in mind, we must rely not on occasional levies, or
we shall be too late for everything, but on a regular
standing army. You have the advantage of winter
bases for your troops in Lemnos, Thasos, Sciathos,
and the neighbouring islands, where are to be found
harbours, provisions, and everything that an army
needs ; and during that season of the year when it
is easy to stand close in to shore and the winds are
steady, your force will easily lie off his coast and at
the mouth of his seaports.

How and when this force is to be employed will
be a matter for your duly appointed commander to
determine according to circumstances, but what it is
your task to provide, that I have put down in my
resolution. If, men of Athens, you first provide the
funds which I name and then equip the whole force
complete, men, ships and cavalry, binding them
legally to serve for the duration of the war, and if
you make yourselves the stewards and administrators
of the funds, looking to your general for an account

« Northerly winds which blew steadily down the Aegean
in the autumn.,
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of his operations, then you will no longer be for ever
debating the same question and never making any
progress. More than that, Athenians, you will be
depriving Philip of his principal source of revenue.
And what is that 7 For the war against you he makes
your allies pay by raiding their sea-borne commerce.
Is there any further advantage? Yes, you will be
out of reach of injury yourselves. Your past experi-
ence will not be repeated, when he threw a force into
Lemnos and Imbros and carried your citizens away
captive, when he seized the shipping at Geraestus
and levied untold sums, or, to crown all, when he
landed at Marathon and bore away from our land
the sacred trireme,® while you are still powerless to
prevent these insults or to send your expeditions at
the appointed times. And yet, men of Athens, how
do you account for the fact that the Panathenaic
festival and the Dionysia are always held at the right
date, whether experts or laymen are chosen by lot
to manage them, that larger sums are lavished upon
them than upon any one of your expeditions, that
they are celebrated with bigger crowds and greater
splendour than anything else of the kind in the world,
whereas your expeditions invariably arrive too late,
whether at Methone or at Pagasae or at Potidaea ?
The explanation is that at the festivals everything is
ordered by statute; every man among you knows
long beforehand who of his tribe is to provide the
chorus or who to equip the gymnasium,? what he is to
receive, when and from whom he is to receive it,
and what he is to do ; nothing here is left to chance,
will remember why the execution of Socrates was postponed

for thirty days.
* A more important function of the gymnasiarch was to

equip a team for the torch-race (hauradngopia).
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events but must forestall them, and that just as an
army looks to its general for guidance, so statesmen
must guide circumstances, if they are to carry out
their policy and not be forced to follow at the heels
of chance. But you, Athenians, possessing unsur-
passed resources—fleet, infantry, cavalry, revenues—
have never to this very day employed them aright,
and yet you carry on war with Philip exactly as a
barbarian boxes. The barbarian, when struck, always
clutches the place; hit him on the other side and
there go his hands. He neither knows nor cares how
to parry a blow or how to watch his adversary. So
you, if you hear of Philip in the Chersonese, vote an
expedition there ; if at Thermopylae, you vote one
there ; if somewhere else, you still keep pace with
him to and fro. You take your marching orders from
him ; you have never framed any plan of campaign
for yourselves, never foreseen any event, until you
learn that something has happened or is happening.
All this was once perhaps possible ; now things have
come to a crisis, so that it is no longer in your power.
It seems to me, Athenians, as if some god, out of
very shame for the conduct of our city, had inspired
Philip with this activity. For if he did nothing more,
but were willing to rest satisfied with what he has
already captured and subdued, I believe some of you
would be quite content with what must bring the
deepest disgrace upon us and brand us as a nation
of cowards. But by always attempting something
new, always grasping at more power, he may possibly
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rouse even you, if you have not utterly abandoned
hope. Personally I am surprised that none of you,
Atﬁeniana, is distressed and angry to find that at the
beginning of the war our aim was to punish Philip,
but at the end it is to escape injury at his hands.
“But surely it is obvious that he will not stop, unless
someone stops him. And is that what we are to
wait for? Do you fancy that all is well, if you
dispatch an unmanned fleet and the vague hope of
some deliverer ? Shall we not man the fleet our-
selves ? Shall we not take the field with at least a
proportion of native troops, even now, if never
before 7 Shall we not sail against his territory ?
“ Where then are we to go and anchor? "’ someone
has asked. The progress of the war, men of Athens,
will itself discover the weak places in his front, if we

make the effort ; but if we sit here at home listening
to the ghusg_gf_d 1111]11%1113 rec}:'iminat_i{nr:ms of the orators,

ere is not the slightest chance of our getting any-
thing_done_that 'fg‘ghi_ fobe donc. Wherever, 1
believe, we send out a force composed partly or
wholly of our citizens, there the gods are gracious
and fortune fights on our side; but wherever you
send out a general with an empty decree and the
mere aspirations of this platform, your needs are not
served, your enemies laugh you to scorn, your allies
stand in mortal fear of such an expeditionary force.
It is impossible, utterly impossible for one man ever
to do all that you want done ; he can only promise @
and assent and throw the blame on someone else.
In consequence our interests are ruined. For when
your general leads wretched, ill-paid mercenaries,
and finds plenty of men here to lie to you about

¢ Editors detect a special allusion here. The ** promises of
Chares " had become proverbial.
95




DEMOSTHENES

Pevdopevor padiws evfad’ dow, dueis &' €€ v av
drxovon’ & Ti dv TixnTe Ymdilnabe, Ti kal xpn
mpoadokdv;

47 Ilds odv rabra mavoeratr; orav Duels, & dvdpes
*Abfnvaior, Tovs alrovs amodeiénTe oTparTiiTas Kai
p&prvpas' TV mpumyuupfvmv Kati OLKaAoTAS OLKad
eAbovras rov evbuvdv, wore un axovew povov vuds
Ta ﬁpéﬂ‘p' ﬂﬁﬂﬁr aAla kai wupo'wa; Jpﬁu. viv
8" els Toifl’ -qxﬂ. TG ﬂpuypuT aioxivms WaTE @V
a"rpumymu €KQOTOS 3;5- Kai -rpr.g xpwﬂm rap’
vuty mepi 3a.mfuu, mpos o€ ruus- exfpovs ovdets
ovd’ amal avT@v aywvicacbar mepl ﬂum—mu ToAud,
aAda Tov Tav avdpamodioTdv kai AwmodvTawv

[64] 0&1*411‘0:! pMuv u.fpoﬁwut TOU MPOGTKOVTOS™ Ka-
KOUpYoU [Lév yup €oTL xp:.ﬂew amoflaveiv, arparn
wyuu o€ paxupfvov Tols moAeuiots. Nu@v & oi

pev mepuovres pera Aaxedapoviwy paci Vidurmov
npdrrew v @ Ba.&uu KaTdAvow Kai ﬂi; moAirelas
Smtrrm-r, ot 8 ws mpéaPeis mémoudev m;* BaaoiAéa,
o. 0 e€v IMupm;g molAets Teyilew, ot dé luyuvs-

49 ﬂﬁu.rrm-rﬂ éxaoros mepuepydpea. eyw & oluac
pév, vﬁpsg Aﬂ'qvn.m:, ) TDUS‘ feovs exetvov
FEBUE"-F T'ILU FET'EQEI TI:UI-" 'ITE':TPU.?}LEFWF lfﬂ-l ﬂﬂnﬂ
rowatr uve:,pmm)tew v T yumpq, ™V T Epr}p.mr
TV xmkuunwmv opivra Kai -rms' TEMPAYIUEVOLS
Efn]ppr:‘:-av, ov p.fv'rm Ye pa Al ovrw ﬂpom.pﬂaam
mpATTEW ma-rf TOUS 111’01?1'01‘{11'01!5‘ TGOV wap -qu
€ldévar Ti példer moiely €xelvost dvonToTATOL VAP

50 elow ol loyoﬂumﬁweg. aAX’ av &tﬁéwss' -rm?T'
EH‘ELI—" ﬂﬁwpev oTt Exﬂpus' m-'ﬂpm:ms' Kai Ta qp.e-rfp
Nuds mmm'epﬂ n:m xpomv moAvy Ufpuxe, n:m
anavl’ ooa wdmor nAmicauév Twa mpdfew Umep

96



FIRST PHILIPPIC, 46-50

what he has done, while you pass decrees at ranc
on the strength of these reports, what are yoy
expect ?

‘How then is all this to be stopped? As soon as
you, men of Athens, definitely appoint the same
men as soldiers and as eye-witnesses of the campaign,
and, on their return, as jurymen at the audit of
your generals. In this way you will not merely
learn about your affairs by hearsay, but you will be
witnesses on the spot. So scandalous is our present
system that every general is tried two or three times"*‘
for his life in your courts, but not one of them dares
to risk death in battle against the enemy ; no, not
once. They prefer the doom of a kidnapper or a
pickpocket to a fitting death; for malefactors are
condemned to the gallows, generals should die on the
field of honour. Some of us spread the rumour that
Philip is negotiating with the Lacedaemonians for
the overthrow of Thebes and the dissolution of the
free states, others that he has sent an embassy to the
Great King, others that he is besieging towns in
Illyria ; in short, each of us circulates his own piece

=

of fietien. Truly, men of Athens, I do think that
Philip is drunk with the magnitude of his achieve-
ments and dreams of further triumphs, when, elated
by his success, he finds that there is none to bar his
way ; but I cannot for a moment believe that he is
deliberately acting in such a way that all the fools
at Athens know what he is going to do next. Ior
of all fools the rumour-mongers are the worst. But
if, putting rumours aside, we recognize that this man

is our enemy, who has for years been robbing and
Insulting us, that wherever we once hoped to find help
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ON THE PEACE



INTRODUCTION

Tue fall of Olynthus in 848 drew the two parties at
Athens closer together, and a joint attempt was made
to enlist the help of the other states to check Philip’s
alarming progress. The result was not encouraging,
and meanwhile Philip intimated his desire to nego-
tiate. FEarly in 346, on the motion of Philocrates,
the first embassy, which included Demosthenes and
Aeschines, was sent to treat with Philip. They
returned with the offer of peace; each party was
to retain its possessions, but two of the allies of
Athens were expressly excluded—the little town
of Halos in Thessaly, now being besieged by Philip,
and the Phocians, against whom he was conducti
the Sacred War at the invitation of the Thebans.
The Athenians lent a too ready ear to Philocrates
and Aeschines, who assured them of the benevolent
intentions of Philip. The Peace of Philocrates was
sanctioned, and the second embassy started on its
dilatory tour to administer the oaths to Philip, now
actively completing his conquests in Thrace. On its
return, Demosthenes denounced his colleagues to
the Council, but the Assembly shouted him down
and eagerly accepted the renewed assurances of his
rival. Athens was bound by terms of peace and
alliance with Philip and his descendants.

The Phocians were ruined ; Philip held the pass
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ON THE PEACE

of Thermopylae, sat in the venerable Amphictyonic
Council, and presided at the Pythian Games, while
Athens sulked. He sent envoys to complain that
the Athenians had given shelter to Phocian exiles,
and to invite them to recognize him as a member
of the Amphictyonic Council. The democracy had
veered round. This time it was Aeschines who
was refused a hearing, and Demosthenes had to
calm the indignation of the Assembly by pointing
out that the peace was an accomplished fact, and
that it would be suicidal to repudiate it now. The
speech, which may be safely assigned to the autumn
of 846, succeeded in its object, and peace was pre-
served with Philip for some six years more.

In the speech “ On the Embassy ” (§ 113) Demo-
sthenes asserts that Aeschines alone of the Athenians
spoke in support of Philip’s envoys on this occasion.
Athenian orators (like Mr. Wenham) did not stick at
trifles, but it is strange that Demosthenes should
lay himself open to an obvious fu guogue, and stranger
still that Aeschines failed to seize the opportunity.
Hence Libanius, the fourth century (a.p.) rhetorician,
to whom we owe the valuable arguments prefixed to
the speeches, assumes that Demosthenes composed
but never delivered the present speech. The problem
has exercised the ingenuity of critics and historians ;
the reader will prefer to be left to provide his own
solution.
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¢ Through Philip's intrigues a Macedonian party had
been formed in the cities of Euboea. Plutarchus, the ruler
of Eretria, applied to Athens for help against a rising. The
request was supported by Eubulus and Midias, but opposed
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ractice, if one has the necessary
vulgar and so offensive

e the necewlﬁnk_fmm it. I
believe, however, that you will form a better judge-
ment of what I am going to propose, if I remind you
of a few things that I have said on former occasions,
For in the first place, Athenians, when it was pro-
posed to take advantage of the unrest in Euboea @
and side with Plutarchus in a war that would bring
e

us more expense than glory, I was the first and inde

thunhun:a.ksumms_eﬁlt:__nnd I narrowly escaped
being torn to pieces by those who induced you for

-

trifling gains to commit many serious errors. It was
nFFTg"g ‘before you mcurreﬁ disgrace and suffered
indigni tlE:S ® such as no men have ever received from
thuse whom they have helped, and so you realized
the baseness of those to whom you then gave ear
and the wisdom of the advice you received from me.
Again, men of Athens, when I saw that Neoptolemus,
the actor, enjoying safe conduct under cover of
his profession, was doing his best to injure our city
and was Philip’s agent and representative at Athens,
I once more came forward and addressed you, not
out of private animosity or love of informing, as
m_deed d my ,suhs.c.quent conduct has proved. And
I shall not in this case, as in the fnrmcr one, find
fault with those who spoke in defence of Neoptolemus,
for not a man defended him, but with yourselves,

For if it had been a tragedy in the theatre of Dionysus

Demosthenes. A force was sent under the command of
F ocion and won a battle, but Plutarchus proved himself a
traitor and was expelled from Eretria.
» According to the Scholiast, Plutarchus seized some of
the Athenian troops and compelled Athens to ransom them
for 50 talents.
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Now all these instances, where 1 appear to have
had a clearer foresight than the rest, I shall not refer
to a single cause, men of Athens—my real or pre-
tended cleverness ®; nor will I claim t{at my know-
ledge and discernment were due to an}rthmg else
than two things, which I will mention. One, men
of Athens, was good luck, which my experience
tells me is worth all the cleverness and wisdom in
the world. The second is this : on public questluns
m ates_and decisions are disinterested,
no one can show that my policy and my speecl
hdve been in any way bound up with my private
gain. Hence I always see accurately the ac{vantage—
ous course as suggested by actual circumstances.
But the instant you throw money into one scale,
its weight bears down the judgement with it; and
for him that has once done this, accurate and sound
calculation becomes utterly impossible.

Now there is one precaution which I think essential.
If anyone proposes to negotiate for our city an alliance
or a joint contribution ® or anything of the sort, it
must be done without detriment to the existing peace.
I do not mean that the peace is a glorious one or even
creditable to you, but, whatever we may think of it,
it would better suit our purpose never to have made
it than to violate it when made, because we have
now sacrificed many advantages which would have
made war safer and easier for us then than now.
The second precaution, men of Athens, is to avoid
giving the self-styled Amphictyons now assembled
any call or excuse for a crusade against us. For if
render alaforela ** [cause for] boasting ™" : it is rather political

quackery passing muster for real statesmanship.
* A euphemism under the second Athenian confederacy

for the tribute (¢épos) of the first.
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we should hereafter come to blows with Philip, about
Amphipolis or in any private quarrel not shared by
the Thessalians or the Argives or the Thebans, I
do not believe for a moment that any of the latter
would be dragged into the war, least of all—hear
Hefuﬁ ;Qg_ shout me down — least of all the

ebans. I do not mean that they regard us with
favour or that they would not readily oblige Philip,
but they do realize quite clearly, for all the stolidity
that people attribute to them, that if they ever fight
you, they will have to take all the hard knocks them-
selves, and someone else will sit quietly by, waiting
for the spoils. Therefore they would never make
such a sacrifice unless the war had a common cause
and origin, If we went to war again with the
Thebans about Oropus?® or for some other private
reason, I do not think we should suffer, for both
their allies and ours would, of course, offer support,
if their own territory were invaded, but would not
join either side in aggression. That is the way with
every alliance worth considering, and such is the
natural result. No individual ally is so fond either
of us or of the Thebans as to regard our security and
our supremacy in the same light. Secure they would
all have us, for their own sakes ; that either nation
should gain supremacy and be their master would
suit none of them. What, then, is the danger that
I think we must guard against ? Lest the inevitable
war should afford all states a common pretext and
a common ground of complaint. For if the Argives

¢ Oropus was in Attica, close to the Boeotian frontier. A
war for its “J:.msinn would therefore be confined to the
Thebans and the Athenians, and Demosthenes has no fear
of the result.
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and Messenians and Megalopolitans, and other
Peloponnesians who side with them, quarrel with
us because of our embassy to Sparta and because
they think that we have some interest in Lacedae-
monian policy ; and if the Thebans are, as people
admit, hostile and likely to be even more so, because
we offer an asylum to their exiles and make no dis-
guise of our hostility to them in every way ; and if
the Thessalians dislike us because we protect the
Phocian fugitives, and Philip because we are trying
to exclude him from the Amphictyonic Council ;
then I am afraid that these separate powers, having
each a private grudge, may make common cause
against us on the strength of the Amphictyonic
decrees, and may then be tempted to go beyond
what their several interests require, as they were in
the case of the Phocians. For of course you realize
that in the present case the Thebans and Philip
and the Thessalians have acted in complete unison,
though with widely different aims. The Thebans,
for instance, were powerless to prevent Philip from
pressing on and seizing the passes, or from coming
in at the finish and usurping the credit of their
previous exertions. Hence to-day the Thebans have
been partially successful in recovering territory, but
have failed lamentably to win honour and glory ;
for they would presumably have gained nothing if
Philip had not passed Thermopylae. That was not
what they wanted, but they put up with it all
because they had the will, though not the power, to
grasp Orchomenus and Coronea. Now some people
actually go so far as to say that Philip was compelled,
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¢ The ﬁmphlct’f'umc Council met in autumn at the temple
of Demeter near Thermopylae, and at Delphi in spring.
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against his real wishes, to hand over Orchomenus
and Coronea to the Thebans. For my part I wish
them joy of their opinion. I only know this, that
Philip was less interested in thosc towns than desirous
to sccure the pass, to win for himself the credit of
finishing off the Sacred War, and to preside at the
Pythian games. That was the summit of his ambition.
But the Thessalians aimed at the aggrandizement
neither of Thebes nor of Philip, because they felt
that all that would tell against them ; but they were
anxious to control the council at Thermopylae and
the Delphian temple *—two clear gains for them ; and
it was this ambition that led them to join in the war.
So you will find that each of these powers was induced
for private reasons to do much that it did not wish.
That, however, is emphatically what me must avoid.
“ Must we then,” you ask, '“ do as we are told for
fear of the consequences ? Do you of all men advise
that ?” Far from it. No, I think we ought so to
act as to do nothing unworthy of Athens and yet
avoid war; we ought to show to all men our
sense and the justice of our claims. To those who
think we ought boldly to risk everything, and who
do not foresee the inevitable hostilities, I suggest
the following consideration. We are allowing the
Thebans to keep Oropus ; and if anyone should ask
us to tell him candidly why we do so, we should have
to answer, ‘‘ In order to avoid war.” In the same
way by agreement with Philip we have waived our
claim to Amphipolis, and we are permitting Cardia ®
to be excepted from the rest of the Chersonese, the

* Cardia, largely inhabited by Athenian colonists, was
included in the peace of 346 as an ally of Philip.

117



DEMOSTHENES

F ] \ - A r
reraxfat, xai Tov Kdapa tas wjoovs xaralap-
¥ # L - L r L F

ﬁaunv, va kat Kov xat Pnﬁnu Ka Buguwmvs
xufu}fﬂ:r ra mAoia, dnAov 6 6Tt -rr;p amo Tijs €lprvns
-qcruxmv mA€LOvwY u.yuﬂmv alriav elvat vup;ﬁuvﬂs‘
1} 70 wpuaxpuuew kai tAovirely 'H"EFI. TDI.-I'T{UI-'.
nuxuuv fvr;ﬂ'fs' kal xoutdi] u:rxw)l.mv wpﬂs EK{IETDUS'
kal’ &’ olrw ﬂpoaquyeypfmug mepl Tu.ll-" ﬂlﬂfEl‘.ﬂJP
K l ﬂ-”ﬂ?ﬁﬂlﬂ TﬂTf.lJ'P, 'H'P'US' 1'1'{11?1'!15‘ 'ITEPI TTJ'S 'El"
AeAdols oxids vovi moleunoat.

¢ Idrieus, satrap of Caria, brother and successor of the
famous Mausolus, who had helped the islands in their revolt
from Athens in the Social War nf 357-355.
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Carian® to occupy the islands of Chios, Cos, and
Rhodes, and the Byzantines to detain our ships?
in harbour, obviously because we think that the
respite which the peace affords is more productive of
advantages than wrangling and coming to blows
over these points. Therefore it is sheer folly and
perversity, after dealing with the powers one by one
on matters of vital concern to ourselves, to challenge
them all together to fight about this phantom at
Delphi.

* Corn-ships from the Euxine forced to pay toll at Byzan-

tiums.
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INTRODUCTION

In the Peloponnesus Philip had found troubled waters
in which to fish. The Argives, the Messenians, and
the Arcadians, with their new centre Megalopolis,
distrusted Athens because she was now on friendly
terms with Sparta, who still laid claim to Messene.
Philip supplied money and mercenaries to the ruling
factions in those states, and Athens in the summer of
344 sent Demosthenes with other ambassadors on a
tour of the Peloponnesus to counteract his growing
influence. The mission was confessedly unsuccess-
ful. Shortly afterwards, according to Libanius
(though there are some difficulties in the way of
accepting his statement), Philip sent envoys to
Athens to complain of the charges of bad faith
brought against him by some of the orators, and at
the same time came envoys from Argos and Messene
to protest against Athenian support of Sparta. In
their presence Demosthenes points out that Philip’s
real object in befriending Thebes, Messene, and
Argos is to attack Athens, and he throws the blame
for the present difficulties on the statesmen who had
deceived the Athenians with false hopes of Philip’s
benevolent intentions and so persuaded them to
abandon Phocis and Thermopylae. The reply which
he proposed to send to Philip has not come down to
us, nor do we know whether it was adopted by the
Assembly.
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VI. SECOND PHILIPPIC

WhaeNEVER, men of Athens, we are discussing
Philip's intrigues and his violations of the peace,
I observe that all the speeches on _our_ side are
manifestly inspired by justice and generosity, and
thosé who denounce Philip are all felt to be saying
exactly the right thing ; but of the much needed
action, which alone would make the speeches worth
hearing, little or nothing ensues. Unfortunatel
all our national affairs have now reached to su
a pass, that the more completely and manifestl
Philip is convicted of violating the peace wit
us and of plotting against the whole of Greece,
the more difficult it is to suggest the right course
of action. The reason, Athenians, is this. Though
i ir own aggrandizement must be
checked, not by speeches, but by practical measures,
yet, in the first place, we _who come before you

shrink from any definite proposal or advice, being

reluctant to incur your displeasure ;' we prefer to
dilate on Philip’s shocking behaviour and the like
topics ; and, secondly, you who sit here are indeed
better equipped than ghilip for making speeches
about justice and for appreciating them in the mouth
of another, but, when it comes to hindering the
accomplishment of his present plans, you remain
utterly inactive. The result is, I suppose, inevitable
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to our city and our national character he could
offer nothing, he could do nothing, that would tempt
you from selfish motives to sacrifice to him any of
the other Greek states, but that you, reverencing
justice, shrinking from the discredit involved in such
transactions, and exercising due and proper fore-
thought, would resist any such attempt on his part
as stoutly as if you were actually at war with him.
But as to the Thebans, he believed—and the event
justified him—that in return for benefits received
they would give him a free hand for the future and,
s0 ﬁur from uq:osing or thwarting him, would even
join forces with him, if he so ordered. To-day, on
the same assumption, he is doing the Messenians and
the Argives a good turn. That, men of Athens, is
the highest compliment he could pay you. Ior by
these very acts you stand judged the one and only
power in the world incapable of abandoning the
common rights of the Greeks at any price, incapable
of bartering your devotion to their cause for any
favour or any profit. And it was natural that he
should form this opinion of you and the contrary
opinion of the Argives and Thebans, because he
not merely looks to the present, but also draws a
lesson from the past. For I suppose he learns from
history and from report that your ancestors, when
they might, at the price of submission to the Great
King, have become the paramount power in Greece,
not only refused to entertain that proposal, con-
veyed to them by Alexander, an ancestor of Philip’s
line, but chose to quit their homes and endure
every hardship, and thereafter wrought those deeds
whic{n all men are always eager to relate, though no
one has ever been able to tell them worthily ; and
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s Had Philip renounced his hope of founding a maritime
and commercial state and confined himself to extending his
empire north and west of Macedonia, his rejection of Athenian
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therefore I shall not be wrong in passing them over,
for they are indeed great beyond any man’s power
of speesh. On the other hand, he learns that the
ancestors of these Thebans and Argives either fought
for the barbarians or did not fight against them.
He knows, then, that they both will pursue their
private interests, irrespective of the common advan-
tage of the Greeks, he thought that if he chose
you, he would be choosing friends, and that your
friendship would be based on justice ; but that if he
attached himself to the others, he would find in
them the tools of his own ambition. « That is why,
.now as then, he chooses them rather than you. For
surely it is not that he regards their fleets as superior
to ours, nor that, having discovered some inland
empire, he has abandoned the seaboard with its
harbours, nor yet that he has a short memory for
the speeches and the promises that gained for him
the Peace.®
But it may be urged, by someone who claims to
know all about it, that he acted on that oceasion, not
from ambition or from any of those motives with
which I find fault, but because the claims of the
Thebans were more just than ours. Now that is
precisely the one argument that he cannot use now.
What! The man who orders the Lacedaemonians
to give up their claims to Messene, how could he pre-
tend that he handed over Orchomenus and Coronea
to Thebes because he thought it an act of justice ?
“ But,” it will be urged (for there is this excuse
left), “he was forced to yield against his better
judgement, finding himself hemmed in between the

friendship would be intelligible. As it is, it must be other-
wise explained.
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Thessalian cavalry and the Theban heavy infantry.”
Good! So they say he is waiting to regard the
Thebans with suspicion, and some circulate a rumour
that he will fortify Elatea.* That is just what he is
" waiting "’ to do, and will go on " waiting,” in my
opinion. But he is not * waiting ™ to help the Mes-
senians and Argives against the Lacedaemonians :
he is actually dispatching mercenaries and forwarding
supplies, and he is expected in person with a large
force. What! The Lacedaemonians, the surviving

enemies of Thebes, he is engaged in destroying ; the
- Phocians, whom he has hjms:g already destroyed, he
is now engaged in preserving! And who is prepared
to believe that ? For my part I do not believe that
Philip, if he acted in the first place reluctantly and
under compulsion, or if he were now inclined to throw
the Thebans over, would be persistently opposing
" their enemies. But if we may judge from his present
conduct, it is plain that on that occasion also he
acted from deliberate choice, and everything, if
correctly observed, points to the fact that all his
intrigues are directed against Athens. And to-day
at any rate this policy is in a measure forced upon
him. For observe! He wants to rule, and he has
made up his mind that you, and you only, are his
rivals. He has long injured you; of nothing is he
‘more conscious than of that. For it is by huldmg the
cities which are really yours that he retains safe
possession of all the rest, and he feels that if he gave
up Amphipolis and Potidaea, his own country would
be a check to the Thebans, as barring their way to Phocis.
Philip’s occupation of Elatea in 839 is the themr. of the
well-known passage in De Cor. 169 foll.

Demosthenes is playing on the two meanings of ué\e,
“ he is likely to " lnd“hclld:hrmgtu"
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SECOND PHILIPPIC, 18-21

not be safe for him. He knows, then, these two
facts—that he is intriguing against you and that you
are aware of it. Assuming that you are intelligent,
he thinks you are bound to hate him, and he is on
the alert, expecting some blow to fall, if you can
seize an opportunity and if he cannot get in {lis blow
first. That is why he is wide awake and ready to
strike, and why he is courting certain people to the
detriment of our city—Thebans, I mean, and those
Peloponnesians who share their views. He imagines
that their cupidity will lead them to accept the present
situation, while their natural dullness will prevent
them from foreseeing anything that may follow. Yet
men of even moderate intelligence might perceive
some clear indications, which I had occasion to point
out to the Messenians and the Argives, and which
may perhaps with advantage be repeated to you.

“ Can you not imagine,” I said, addressing the
Messenians, " how annoyed the Olynthians would have
been to hear a word said against Philip in the days
when he was handing over to them Anthemus, to
which all the former kings of Macedonia laid claim,
when he was making them a present of Potidaea,
expelling the Athenian settlers, and when he had
taken upon himself the responsibility of a quarrel
with us and had given them the territory of Potidaea
for theirownuse? Do you imagine they expected to
be treated as they have been, or would have believed
anyone who suggested it? Nevertheless,” said I,
‘“ after a brief enjoyment of other men’s territory,
they have long been robbed by Philip of their own,
expelled with contumely, not merely vanquished
but betrayed, bought and sold by their own country-
men. For truly such close communications with
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. hccnrdmg to Plil. iii. 26 Philip set up tetrarchies in
Thessal two accounts may be reconciled by assuming
that he n:l:nmad the old fuurfnld division of the country, but
set up an oligarchy of ten in each division. Philip, whose
policy was to divide and conquer, would be unlikely to cen-
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tyranny corrupt good constitutions. And what of
the Thessalians ? Do you imagine,” I said, * that
when he was expelling their despots, or again when
he was presenting them with Nicaea and Magnesia,
they ever dreamed that a Council of Ten ¢ would be
established among them, as it is to-day, or that the
same man who restored to them the Amphictyonic
meeting at Thermopylae would also appropriate their
own peculiar revenues?! Impossible! But so it
came to pass, as all men may know. You,"” I said,
" gaze with wonder at Philip as he gives away this
and promises that, but if you are truly wise, pray that
you may never find that he has deceived and cozened
you. Verily,” I said, “ there are manifold means
devised by states for protection and safety—stock-
ades, ramparts, fosses and the like. And all these
are wrought by hand and entail expense. But there
is one common bulwark which.the instinet of sensible
men possesses within itself, a good and safe one for
- “all, but_invaluable for democracies against tyrants.
And what is that bulwark ? It is‘mistrust., Guard
that ; hold fast to that. If you preserve it, no harm
can touch you. What is your object?” I said.
“TFreedom. Then do you not see that Philip’s very
titles are utterly irreconcilable with that ? For every
king, every despot is the sworn foe of freedom and
of law. Beware,” said I, * lest, seeking to be rid of

war, you find a master.”

tralize the government. It is just possible that dexadapylar
may be l.g;?staken lmpliﬁm;.'tinn of A'apylar =rerpapyiar,
but in that case the singular would be strange. Owing to
the decarchies which L er imposed on so many free
cities at the end of the Peloponnesian war, the number ten
would have the same sinister associations in Greece as it had
at Rome and at Venice.
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® i.6. when the fﬂl‘EI{E‘ﬂ envoys have withdrawn. At this
point, if not at the end of the speech, the proposed answer
was read. This is not indicated in the mss,

* The audience might fairly call upon men like Aristo-
demus, Ctesiphon, an Hmptnlﬁmus (Fals. Leg. 13, 815) to
explain how they came to make themselves responsible for
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That is what I said to them, and they shouted
their approval ; and they heard many other speeches
from the envoys, both in my presence and again
later, as it seems ; but they are none the more likely
to do without Philip’s friendship and Philip’s promises.
And, indeed, it is not strange that Messenians and
other Peloponnesians should sometimes act against
their better judgement; but you, who know, both
from your own intelligence and from our speeches,
how you are compassed about with plots and snares,
you will, as it seems to me, find to your surprise that
through having done nothing in time, you have sub-
mitted to everything. So much does the pleasure and
ease of the moment prevail over that which at some
future time is likely to be advantageous.

On your practical measures you will, if you are
wise, deliberate hereafter by yourselves ¢ ; at present
I will suggest the immediate answer which it would
be proper for you to adopt.

It would indeed have been fair, men of Athens,
to call upon those who conveyed to you Philip’s
promises,® onthe strength of whi¢h you were induced
to conclude the Peace. For I should never myself
have consented to serve on the embassy, nor would
you, I am sure, have suspended military operations,
if you had imagined that Philip after securing peace
would act as he has done ; but his words at the time
were very different from his present actions. Yes,
and there are others who ought to be called upon.
Whom do I mean? The men who, when peace was
made and when I, returning from the second embassy

these Erumis&a, to which Philip had not actually committed
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when you do not need me or someone else to tell you,
but can all see for yourselves and be quite certain
that all this is directed against you, then I expect
you will be angry and exasperated. Yes, I am
afraid that, since the ambassadors have kept silence
about the seryices for WNfeh they know they have
been bribed, those who are trying to repair some of
the Tosseés that these men have caused may chance
to fall under your displeasure ; for I observe that
people vent their wrath as a rule, not on those who
are to_blame, but chiefly on those who are within
their reach. Now therefore, while the danger is in
the Tuture and is gathering head, while we can still
hear one another speak, I want to remind each one
of you, however clearly he knows it, who it is that
persuaded you to abandon the Phocians and Thermo-
pylae, the command of which gave Philip the com-
mand also of the road to Attica and the Peloponnesus,
and who it is that has forced you to take counsel,
not for your rights and interests abroad, but for
your possessions here at home and for the war in
Attica, a war which will bring distress on every one
of us, when it does come, but which really dates
from that very day. For if you had not been hood-
winked then, there would be no anxiety in Athens,
‘because Philip could never, of course, have gained
command of the sea and reached Attica with his
fleet, nor could he have marched past Thermopylae
and Phocis, but either he would have acted I;airly
and observed the Peace by keeping quiet, or
he would have been instantly engaged in a war
similar to that which made him so anxious for the

Peace.
Enough has now been said by way of reminder.
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SECOND PHILIPPIC, 87

May all the s forbid that my warnings should
ever be brought to the sternest test! For I would
not willingly see one man suffer, even though he
deserve to perish, if his punishment involves the
danger and the damage of all.
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ON HALONNESUS



INTRODUCTION

IHavLonnesus, an insignificant island off the coast of
Thessaly, belonged with others of the same group to
Athens. Soon after the Peace of Philocrates it was
scized by a pirate named Sostratus. Philip turned
out the pirate and kept the island. In 8438 the
Athenians sent an embassy, which included Hegesip-
pus, a violent supporter of Demosthenes, to demand
restoration. Philip in turn sent envoys to Athens
with a letter, in which he offered to give (not restore)
the island to Athens, or to submit the case to arbitra-
tion. In reply this speech was delivered, perhaps
early in 342. It is vigorous and one-sided enough
to charm an Athenian audience, but its style has
nonc of the variety and the fire of Demosthenes,
who, moreover, had not been, like the speaker (§ 2),
a member of the embassy. Dionysius of Halicar-
nassus quotes it without question as the Eighth
Philippic, but Libanius in his introduction rejects it
and definitely states that critics recognized it as the
work of Hegesippus from its style and subject matter.
It certainly expressed the views of Demosthenes,
and has probably taken the place of his own speech
in the Demosthenic corpus.

To complete the history of this dispute: the men
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ON HALONNESUS

of the neighbouring island of Peparethus drove the
Macedonian garrison out of Halonnesus; Philip

attacked Peparethus, and the Athenians directed
their generals to retaliate. Thus hostilities between
Athens and Philip began before war was declared.
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VII. ON HALONNESUS N

MEen of Athens, the charges that Philip brings against
the speakers who here uphold your claims shall never
deter us from offering ouradvice on what concerns your
interests ; for it would be monstrous if the freedom
of utterance which is the privilege of this platform
should be stifled by dispatches from lum But for
myself, men of Athens, I wish first to touch upon the
different points of his letter, and then to add my
comments on the speeches of his ambassadors.
Philip begins by saying that he offers you Halon-
nesus as his own property, but that you have no
right to demand it of him, because it was not yours
when he took it, and is not yours now that he holds
it. Moreover, when we ambassadors visited him,
he used similar language, to the effect that he had
captured the island from pirates and that therefore
it belonged absolutely to him. It is not difficult to
refute this claim on the ground of its unfairness.
For all pirates seize places belonging to others and
turn them into strongholds from which to harry their
neighbours. But a man who should defeat and
punish pirates would surely be unreasonable, if he

said that the stolen property wrongfully held by
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ON HALONNESUS, 4-8

them passed thereby into his own possession. For,
that pFea. once granted, if some pirates seize a strip
of Attic territory, or a part of Lemnos or Imbros or
Scyros, and if someone dislodges these pirates, what
is to prevent this place, where the pirates are estab-
lished and which is really ours, from becoming the
property of those who chastised them? P}llli?ip is
quite aware that his claim is unjust, but, though he
knows this as well as anyone, he thinks that you may
be hoodwinked by the men who have engaged, and
are now fulfilling their engagement, to direct Athenian
policy in accordance with his own desires. Nor again
does he fail to see that in either case, however you
dub the transaction, the island will be yours, whether
it is presented or restored to you. Then what does
he gain by using the wrong term and making a
present of it to you, instead of using the right term
and restoring it # It is not that he wants to debit
you with a benefaction received, for such a benefaction
would be a farce ; but that he wants all Greece to
take notice that the Athenians are content to receive
maritime strongholds from the man of Macedon.
And that is just what you, men of Athens, must
not do.

But when he says that he is willing to arbitrate, he
is merely mocking you. In the first place, he expects
Athenians to refer to arbitration, as against this
upstart from Pella, the question whether the islands
are yours or his. If you cannot preserve your mari-
time possessions by your might that once saved

s, but rely on any jury to whom you refer it,
and whose verdict is final, to preserve them for you,
provided always that Philip does not buy their votes,
is it not an open confession, when you adopt this
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ON HALONNESUS, 8-11

policy, that_ you have abandoned everything on the
mainland, and are you not adyertising to the_ world
that there is not a single thing for the sake of which
you_will appeal to arms, if indeed for your possessions
on the sea, where you say your strength lies, you
shall appeal, not to arms, but to the law-courts ?
Then again he says that he has sent envoys to
arrange with you an inter-state legal compact, and
that this compact will be valid, not as soon as it is
ratified by the body of Athenian jurors, as the law
directs, but only after it has been referred to him,
thus constituting himself a court of appeal from your
decision.* His object, of course, is to steal a march
on you, and to insert in the compact an admission
on your part that none of the wrongs committed at
Potidaea are charged against him by you as the
injured party, but that you confirm his seizure and
retention of that city as lawful. Yet Athenians,
settled at Potidaea, were robbed of their property
by Philip, though they were not at war but in
alliance with him, and though he had duly pledged
his word to all the inhabitants of that city. Of
course he wants to get his many illegal acts every-
where confirmed by a declaration on your part that
you bring no charge against him and do not consider
yourselves wronged ; for that Macedonians need
no inter-state compact with Athenians let past
history be your witness, since neither Amyntas, the
father of Philip, nor the earlier kings ever made any

heliastic court of Athens, but Philip claimed the right of
final ratification. Others explain it to mean that Philip
demanded that the verdicts of the Athenian juries in cases
under this pact (5ixa: drd cuuSéiwr) should be confirmed by
him.
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ON HALONNESUS, 11-15

such compact with our city, though intercourse
between the two nations was more frequent then
than now. For Macedonia was under our sway and
tributary to us,® and we used each other’s markets
more freely then than at present, and mercantile
suits ® were not then, as now, settled strictly every
month, making a formal compact between such
distant parties unnecessary. However, there was
no such compact, and it would not have paid to make
one which would entail a voyage from Macedonia to
Athens or from Athens to Macedonia in order to
obtain satisfaction. Instead, we sought redress in
Macedonia under their laws and they at Athens
under ours. So do not forget that the real object
of this proposed compact is to get your admission
that you have no reasonable claim to Potidaea.

As for the pirates, he says that it is only fair that
we should join him in clearing the sea of these
depredators, who injure you as much as himself;
which amounts to a claim that you should set him
up as a maritime power and confess that without
Philip’s help you cannot keep the high seas safe,
and furthermore that he should have a free hand to
cruise about and anchor off the different islands and,
under pretence of protecting them from pirates,
bribe the islanders to revolt from you. Not content
with getting your commanders to carry refugees
from Macedonia to Thasos, he claims the right to
appropriate the other islands also, and sends agents

sthenes in OL, iii. 24. Macedonia was never really subject
or tributary to Athens.

* Also called #uunvot Sixa:, because they had to be settled
within a month. They were heard, under the &sresidency of
the Thesmothetae, during the six winter months, when the
seas were closed to commerce.
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ON HALONNESUS, 15-19

to accompany your commanders, as if to share with
you the task of policing the seas. And yet some
people say that he has no use for the sea! Why,
this man who has no use for the sea is laying down
war-ships and building docks, and is ready to send
out fleets and incur considerable expense in facing
risks at sea, and all for objects that he does not
value !

Men of Athens, do you suppose that Philip would
insist on your making such concessions to him, if he
did not despise you and put complete confidence in
his friends here, whom he has made it his policy to
conciliate ? They are not ashamed to devote their
lives to Philip rather than to their own country, and
they think that when they take his gifts they are
taking them hume—thuug{ they are selling every-
thing at home.

With regard to the amendment of the peace,
Philip’s ambassadors conceded to us the right to
amend it, and our amendment, universally admitted
to be fair, was that each side should retain its own

essions. But he now contends that he never
agreed to this, and that his ambassadors never even
raised the point. This simply means that his friends
here have persuaded him that you have no memory
for what has been stated publicly in the Assembly.
But that is just the one thing that you cannot have
forgotten ; for at the same meeting of the Assembly
Philip’s ambassadors put his case before you and the
decree was duly proposed, so that, as the decree
was recited immediately after the conclusion of the
speeches, it was impossible for you to pass at once
a resolution which gives the lie to the ambassadors.
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ON HALONNESUS, 19-22

So it is not against me but against you that his
letter is aimed, alleging that you have sent back
to him your decision on questions that were never
put before you. Why, the ambassadors themselves,
whom your resolution flatly contradicted, when you
read them your answer anc{ offered them hospitality,
did not venture to come forward and say, “ You
misrepresent us, men of Athens; you say we have
said something that we never did say.” No; they
held their tongues and took their leave, But I want,
men of Athens—for Pytho, who was one of the
ambassadors, made an excellent impression on you
by his address—I want to recall to you the exact
words he used, for I am sure you must remember
them. Hislanguage was pretty much that of Philip’s
present letter. For while accusing those of us who
misrepresent Philip, he at the same time blamed
you because, though Philip is eager to benefit you
and prefers your friendship to that of any other
state, you constantly thwart him, lending an ear to
false accusers, who both beg money of him and
slander him ; for tales of that sort, when he is told
that he was traduced and that you believed what was
said, make him change his mind, since he finds
himself distrusted by the very people whom it has
been his aim to benefit. Pytho therefore urged
public speakers not to attack the peace, becatse it
was niot good poltey to rescind it, but to amend any
unsatisfactory clause, on the understanding that
Philip was prepared to fall in with your suggestions.
If, however, the speakers confined- themselves to

aliﬁ%mﬁgﬂi]jp_ without drafting any proposals which,
while preserving the terms of peace, might clear
Philip of suspicion, he asked you to pay no attention
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ON HALONNESUS, 238-26

to such fellows. And you approved these arguments
and said that Pytho was right, as indeed he was.
He made these statements, however, not in order
that all those advantages that Philip had paid so
much money to secure might be struck out of the
treaty, but because he had been so instructed by his
schoolmasters here in Athens, who did not imagine
that anyone would propose to annul the decree of
Philocrates, which lost us Amphipolis.

As for me, men of Athens, I did not venture to
propose anything that was unconstitutional, but it
was not so to propose the direct contrary of Philo-
crates’ decree, as I can prove to you. For the
decree of Philocrates, through which you lost Amphi-

polis, was itself contrary to the earlier decrees by
whlch