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PREFACE

Tue Greek text in this volume is based upon the
Codex Clarkianus and the Codex Venetus. Devia-
tions from the readings of these manuscripts are
noted in the margin at the foot of the page. In
most instances disagreement between these two manu-
scripts, and occasionally readings found in inferior
manuscripts or in ancient quotations, as well as
emendations offered by modern scholars, are noted,
even when they have not affected the text chosen.
The following abbreviations are employed :

B = Codex Clarkianus or Bodleianus, written a.p. 895.

T = Codex Venetus, Append. class. 4, cod. 1 ; twelfth
century. '

W = Codex Vindobonensis 54, Suppl. graec. 7.

D = Codex Venetus 185.

G = Codex Venetus, Append. class 4, cod. 54.

btw=later hands of BT W.

The brief introductions aim merely at supplying
such information as may aid the reader to appreciate

these particular dialogues.
HarorLp N. FowLER
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THEAETETUS






INTRODUCTION TO THE THEAETETUS

In the T'heaetetus Eucleides the Megarian repeats to
his friend Terpsion a conversation between Socrates,
the mathematician Theodorus, and the youth Theae-
tetus, who was himself a mathematician of note.
The subject is the nature of knowledge, and the
discussion is interrupted and furthered by two
digressions, one concerning midwives, in which
Socrates likens his method of investigation to the
activities of the midwife, the other contrasting the
lawyer and the philosopher.

The definition of knowledge is hard to attain, and
is, in fact, not attained in this dialogue. The con-
fusion between knowledge and various kinds or
applications of knowledge is first cleared up, and
then the discussion centres upon three definitions:
(1) Knowledge is sensible perception ; (2) Knowledge
is true opinion; (3) Knowledge is true opinion with
reasoned explanation.

The discussion of the first definition contains as
one of its most important parts the refutation of the
doctrine of Protagoras that “man is the measure of
all things” ; but it includes also a discussion of the
doctrine of Heracleitus, that all things are always in

3



INTRODUCTION TO THE THEAETETUS

motion. Here Plato distinguishes two kinds of
motion—movement in space and change of quality—
and asserts that constant motion of the first kind
must be accompanied by change, because otherwise
the same things would be at the same time both in
motion and at rest. This obvious fallacy Plato
appears to ascribe to Heracleitus and his school.
The result of this discussion is that if nothing is at
rest, every answer on whatever subject is equally
correct.

The possibility of false opinion is discussed 1n
connexion with the second definition. This part
of the dialogue contains many subtle distinctions
and interesting comparisons. The errors of memory
are illustrated by the wax tablets which, on account
of their imperfections, fail to receive and preserve
clear impressions from sensible objects, and the con-
fusion of our recollections by the aviary, the possessor
of which takes in his hand one bird when he wishes
to take another, though all the birds have previously
been caught and imprisoned by him.

The third definition is explained in various ways,
none of which is found to be satisfactory, and the
dialogue closes with its avowed purpose—the com-
plete definition of knowledge — unaccomplished,
Nevertheless the rejection of the definitions pro-
posed is a gain in itself, and the dialogue may be
said to prepare the way for the acceptance of the
theory of ideas. It serves also as an example of the
importance of the dialectic method, and shows
Plato’s interest in combating the theories of other
philosophers.

The Theaetetus contains many interesting s1m11es
and comparisons, and is, like the Sopkist and the

4



INTRODUCTION TO THE THEAETETUS

Statesman, pervaded by a subtle and at the same time
ponderous kind of humour which is rather irritating
to some, at least, among modern readers. The
reasoning is careful and accurate, but the exposition
is somewhat too prolix for modern taste.

The date of the 7Theaetetus is uncertain, but it
cannot be one of the early dialogues. The mention
of the Athenian army at Corinth makes any date
much earlier than 890 impossible. At the very end
the reader is prepared for a continuation of the con-
versation, and this takes place in the Sophist, but
that dialogue and the Statesman may very well have
been written some years later than the Theaetetus,
from which they differ considerably in style.

There are separate editions of the Theaetetus by
Lewis Campbell (Oxford, 1861 and 1883) and B. H.
Kennedy (Cambridge, 1881 and 1894), both with
translation and notes.
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THEAETETUS
[or ON KNOWLEDGE, TENTATIVE]

CHARACTERS

Evcremes, TrrpsioN, SocraTes, THEODORUS, THEAETETUS

Eu. Just in from the country, Terpsion, or did
you come some time ago ?

TERP. Quite a while ago; and I was looking for
you in the market-place and wondering that I could
not find you.

ev. Well, you see, I was not in the city.

TERP. Where then?

ev. As I was going down to the harbour I met
Theaetetus being carried to Athens from the camp
at Corinth.

TERP. Alive or dead?

EU. Just barely alive ; for he is suffering severely
from wounds, and, worse than that, he has been taken
with the sickness that has broken out in the army.

TERP. You mean the dysentery ?

EU. Yes.

TERP. What a man he is who you say is in danger!

Ev. A noble man, Terpsion, and indeed just now I
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THEAETETUS

heard some people praising him highly for his conduct
in the battle.

TERP. That is not at all strange; it would have
been much more remarkable if he had not so con-
ducted himself. But why did he not stop here in
Megara ? "

eu. He was in a hurry to get home ; for I begged
and advised him to stop, but he would not. So I
went along with him, and as I was coming back I
thought of Socrates and wondered at his prophetic
gift, especially in what he said about him. For I
think he met him a little before his own death,
when Theaetetus was a mere boy, and as a result of
acquaintance and conversation with him, he greatly
admired his qualities. When I went to Athens he
related to me the conversation he had with him,
which was well worth hearing, and he said he would
surely become a notable man if he lived.

TErRP. And he was right, apparently. But what
was the talk? Could you relate it ?

ev. No, by Zeus, at least not offhand. But I
made notes at the time as soon as I reached home,
then afterwards at my leisure, as I recalled things,
I wrote them down, and whenever I went to Athens
[ used to ask Socrates about what I could not re-
member, and then I came here and made corrections;
so that I have pretty much the whole talk written
down.

Terp. That is true. I heard you say so before ;
and really I have been waiting about here all along
intending to ask you to show it to me. What hinders
us from reading it now? Certainly I need to rest,
since I have come from the country.

pu. And I myself went with Theaetetus as far as
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THEAETETUS

Erineum,! so I also should not be sorry to take a rest.
Come, let us go, and while we are resting, the boy
shall read to us.

TERP. Very well.

Ev. Here is the book, Terpsion. Now this is the
way I wrote the conversation: I did not represent
Socrates relating it to me, as he did, but conversing
with those with whom he told me he conversed. And
he told me they were the geometrician Theodorus
and Theaetetus. Now in order that the explanatory
words between the speeches might not be annoying
in the written account, such as “and I said” or
“and I remarked,” whenever Socrates spoke, or
“he agreed ” or “he did not agree,” in the case of
the interlocutor, I omitted all that sort of thing and
represented Socrates himself as talking with them.

TERP. That is quite fitting, Eucleides.

Eu. Come, boy, take the book and read.

soc. If I cared more for Cyrene and its affairs,
Theodorus, I should ask you about things there and
about the people, whether any of the young men
there are devoting themselves to geometry or any
other form of philosophy; but as it is, since I care
less for those people than for the people here, I am
more eager to know which of our own young men
are likely to gain reputation. These are the things
[ myself investigate, so far as I can, and about which
I question those others with whom I see that the
young men like to associate. Now a great many of
them come to you, and rightly, for you deserve it on
account of your geometry, not to speak of other

1 Erineum was between Eleusis and Athens, near the
Cephissus. Apparently Eucleides had walked some thirty
wmiles.

11
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THEAETETUS

reasons. So if you have met with any young man who
is worth mentioning, I should like to hear about him.

tHEO. Truly, Socrates, it is well worth while for
me to talk and for you to hear about a splendid young
fellow, one of your fellow-citizens, whom I have met.
Now if he were handsome, I should be very much
afraid to speak, lest someone should think I was in
love with him. But the fact is—now don’t be angry
with me—he is not handsome, but is like you in his
snub nose and protruding eyes, only those features are
less marked in him than in you. You see I speak
fearlessly. But I assure you that among all the young
men 1 have ever met—and I have had to do with a
great many—I never yet found one of such marvel-
lously fine qualities. He is quick to learn, beyond
almost anyone else, yet exceptionally gentle, and
moreover brave beyond any other; I should not have
supposed such a combination existed, and I do not see
it elsewhere. On the contrary, those who, like him,
have quick, sharp minds and good memories, have
usually also quick tempers; they dart off and are
swept away, like ships without ballast; they are ex-
citable rather than courageous; those, on the other
hand, who are steadier are somewhat dull when
brought face to face with learning, and are very
forgetful. But this boy advances toward learning
and investigation smoothly and surely and success-
fully, with perfect gentleness, like a stream of oil
that flows without a sound, so that one marvels how
he accomplishes all this at his age.

soc. That is good news; but which of our citizens
is his father?

THEO. I have heard the name, but do not remember
it. However, it does not matter, for the youth is

18
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THEAETETUS

the middle one of those who are now coming toward
us. He and those friends of his were anointing them-
selves in the outer course,! and now they seem to
have finished and to be coming here. See if you
recognize him.

soc. Yes, I do. He is the son of Euphronius of
Sunium, who is a man of just the sort you describe,
and of good repute in other respects; moreover he
left a very large property. But the youth’s name 1
do not know.

THEO. Theaetetus is his name, Socrates; but I
believe the property was squandered by trustees.
Nevertheless, Socrates, he is remarkably liberal with
his money, too.

soc. It is a noble man that you describe. Now
please tell him to come here and sit by us.

THEO. I will. Theaetetus, come here to Socrates.

soc. Yes, do so, Theaetetus, that I may look at
myself and see what sort of a face I have; for Theo-
dorus says it is like yours. Now if we each had
a lyre, and he said we had tuned them to the same
key, should we take his word for it without more ado,
or should we inquire first whether he who said it
was a musician ?

THEAET. We should inquire.

soc. Then if we found that he was a musician,
we should believe him, but if not, we should refuse
to take his word ?

THEAET. Yes.

soc. But now, if we are concerned about the like-
ness of our faces, we must consider whether he who
speaks is a painter, or not.

! The scene is evidently laid in a gymnasium ; the young
men have been exercising.
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THEAETETUS

TvHEAET. I think we must.

soc. Well, is Theodorus a painter ?
TueAET. Not so far as I know.
sot. Nor a geomethtan, Sitner?
THEAET. Oh yes, decidedly, Socrates.
soc. And an astronomer, and an arithmetician,
and a musician, and in general an educated man ?
THEAET. I think so.
soc. Well then, if he says, either in praise or blame,
that we have some physical resemblance, it is not
especially worth while to pay attention to him.
THEAET. Perhaps not.
soc. But what if he should praise the soul of one
of us for virtue and wisdom? Is it not worth while
for the one who hears to examine eagerly the one who
is praised, and for that one to exhibit his qualities
with eagerness ?

THEAET. Certainly, Socrates.
soc. Then, my dear Theaetetus, this i1s just the

time for you to exhibit your qualities and for me
to examine them ; for I assure you that Theodorus,
though he has praised many foreigners and citizens to
me, never praised anyone as he praised you just now.

THEAET. A good idea, Socrates; but make sure
that he was not speaking in jest.

soc. That is not Theodorus’s way. But do not seek
to draw back from your agreement on the pretext
that he is jesting, or he will be forced to testify under
oath ; for certainly no one will accuse him of perjury.
Come, be courageous and hold to the agreement.

THEAET. I suppose I must, if you say so.

soc. Now tell me; I suppose you learn some
geometry from Theodorus?

THEAET. Yes.
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THEAETETUS

soc. And astronomy and harmony and arithmetic ?

THEAET. I try hard to do so.

soc. And so do I, my boy, from him and from any
others who 1 think know anything about these things.
But nevertheless, although in other respects I get
on fairly well in them, yet I am in doubt about one
little matter, which should be investigated with your
help and that of these others. Tell me, is not
learning growing wiser about that which one
learns ?

THEAET. Of course.

soc. And the wise, I suppose, are wise by wisdom.

THEAET. Yes.

soc. And does this differ at all from knowledge ?

THEAET. Does what differ ?

soc. Wisdom. Or are not people wise in that
of which they have knowledge ?

THEAET. Of course.

soc. Then knowledge and wisdom are the same
thing ?

THEAET. Yes.

soc. Well, it is just this that I am in doubt about
and cannot fully grasp by my own efforts—what know-
ledgereallyis. Can we tell that? What do you say ?
Who of us will speak first? And he who fails, and
whoever fails in turn, shall go and sit down and be
donkey, as the children say when they play ball ; and
whoever gets through without failing shall be our
king and shall order us to answer any questions
he pleases. Why are you silent? I hope, Theo-
dorus, I am not rude, through my love of discus-
sion and my eagerness to make us converse and
show ourselves friends and ready to talk to one
another.
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THEAETETUS

THEO. That sort of thing would not be at all
rude, Socrates; but tell one of the youths to
answer your questions; for I am unused to such
conversation and, moreover, I am not of an age to
accustom myself to it. But that would be fitting
for these young men, and they would improve much
more than I; for the fact is, youth admits of im-
provement in every way. Come, question Theaetetus
as you began to do, and do not let him off.

soc. Well, Theaetetus, you hear what Theodorus
says, and I think you will not wish to disobey him,
nor is it right for a young person to disobey a wise
man when he gives instructions about such matters.
Come, speak up well and nobly. What do you think
knowledge is ?

THEAET. Well, Socrates, I must, since you bid me.
For if I make a mistake, you are sure to set me right.

soc. Certainly, if we can.

THEAET. Well then, I think the things one might
learn from Theodorus are knowledge—geometry and
all the things you spoke of just now-—and also
cobblery and the other craftsmen’s arts; each and
all of these are nothing else but knowledge.

soc. You are noble and generous, my friend, for
when you are asked for one thing you give many,
and a variety of things instead of a simple answer.

THEAET. What do you mean by that, Socrates ?

soc. Nothing, perhaps; but I will tell you what I
think I mean. When you say “ cobblery ” you speak
of nothing else than the art of making shoes, do you?

THEAET. Nothing else.

soc. And when you say “carpentry”? Do you
mean anything else than the art of making wooden
furnishings ?
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THEAETETUS

tueaeT. Nothing else by that, either.

soc. Then in both cases you define that to which
each form of knowledge belongs ?

THEAET. Yes.

soc. But the question, Theaetetus, was not to
what knowledge belongs, nor how many the forms
of knowledge are; for we did not wish to number
them, but to find out what knowledge itself really
is. Or is there nothing in what I say?

THEAET. Nay, you are quite right.

soc. Take this example. If anyone should ask
us about _some common everyday thing, for instance,
what clay is, and we should reply that it is the
potters’ clay and the oven-makers’ clay and the
brickmakers’ clay, should we not be ridiculous ?

THEAET. Perhaps.

soc. Yes; in the first place for assuming that the
questioner can understand from our answer what
clay is, when we say clay,” no matter whether we
add “the image-makers’ ~’ or any other craftsmen’s.
Or does anyone, do you think, understand the
name of anything when he does not know what the
thing is ?

THEAET. By no means.

soc. Then he does not understand knowledge of
shoes if he does not know knowledge.

THEAET. No.

soc. Then he who is ignorant of knowledge does
not understand cobblery or any other art.

THEAET. That is true.

soc. Then it is a ridiculous answer to the question
« what is knowledge ?”” when we give the name of
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1 A simple form of the first statement would be: The
square roots of 3, 5, etc., are irrational numbers or surds.
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the number which, when multiplied by itself, produces a
given result. Here Theaetetus is speaking of square roots
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THEAETETUS

some art ; for we give in our answer something that
knowledge belongs to, when that was not what we
were asked.

THEAET. So it seems.

soc. Secondly, when we might have given a short,
everyday answer, we go an interminable distance
round ; for instance, in the question about clay, the
everyday, simple thing would be to say “clay is
earth mixed with moisture ”’ without regard to whose
clay it is.

THEAET. It seems easy just now, Socrates, as you
put it; but you are probably asking the kind of
thing that came up among us lately when your
namesake, Socrates here, and I were talking together.

soc. What kind of thing was that, Theaetetus ?

THEAET. Theodorus here was drawing some figures
for us in illustration of roots, showing that squares
containing three square feet and five square feet are
not commensurable in length with the unit of the
foot, and so, selecting each one in its turn up to
the square containing seventeen square feet ; and at
that he stopped. Now it occurred to us, since the
number of roots appeared to be infinite, to try to
collect them under one name, by which we could
henceforth call all the roots.!

he evidently thinks of rational whole numbers only, not
of irrational numbers or fractions. He is not giving an
exhaustive presentation of his investigation, but merely a
brief sketch of it to illustrate his understanding of the
purpose of Socrates. Toward the end of this sketch the
word 8tvauws is limited to the square roots of ¢ oblong”
numbers, i.e. to surds. The modern reader may be some-
what confused because Theaetetus seems to speak of
arithmetical facts in geometrical terms. (Cf. Gow, Short
History of Greek Mathematics, p. 85.)
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THEAETETUS

soc. And did you find such a name?

THEAET. I think we did. - But see if you agree.

soc. Speak on.

THEAET. We divided all number into two classes.
The one, the numbers which can be formed by
multiplying equal factors, we represented by the
shape of the square and called square or equilateral
numbers.

soc. Well done'!

THEAET. The numbers between these, such as
three and five and all numbers which cannot be
formed by multiplying equal factors, but only by
multiplying a greater by a less or a less by a
greater, and are therefore always contained in
unequal sides, we represented by the shape of the
oblong rectangle and called oblong numbers.

soc. Very good ; and what next?

THEAET. All the lines which form the four sides
of the equilateral or square numbers we called
lengths, and those which form the oblong numbers
we called surds, because they are not commensurable
with the others in length, but only in the areas of
the planes which they have the power to form.
And similarly in the case of solids.!

soc. Most excellent, my boys! I think Theo-
dorus will not be found liable to an action for false
witness. |

THEAET. But really, Socrates, I cannot answer
that question of yours about knowledge, as we
answered the question about length and square
roots. And yet you seem to me to want some-
thing of that kind. So Theodorus appears to be a
false witness after all.

1 That is, cubes and cube roots.
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THEAETETUS

soc. Nonsense! If he were praising your running
and said he had never met any young man who was
so good a runner, and then you were beaten in a
race by a full grown man who held the record, do
you think his praise would be any less truthful ?

THEAET. Why, no.

soc. And do you think that the discovery of
knowledge, as I was just now saying, is a small
matter and not a task for the very ablest men?

THEAET. By Zeus, I think it is a task for the very
ablest.

soc. Then you must have confidence in yourself,
and believe that Theodorus is right, and try earnestly
in every way to gain an understanding of the nature
of knowledge as well as of other things.

THEAET. If it is a question of earnestness,
Socrates, the truth will come to light.

soc. Well then—for you pointed out the way
admirably just now-—take your answer about the
roots as a model, and just as you embraced them all
in one class, though they were many, try to designate
the many forms of knowledge by one definition.

THEAET. But I assure you, Socrates, I have often
tried to work that out, when I heard reports of the
questions that you asked, but I can neither persuade
myself that I have any satisfactory answer, nor can
I find anyone else who gives the kind of answer you
insist upon; and yet, on the other hand, 1 cannot
get rid of a feeling of concern about the matter.
- soc. Yes, you are suffering the pangs of labour,
Theaetetus, because you are not empty, but pregnant.

THEAET. 1 do not know, Socrates; I merely tell
vou what I feel.
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THEAETETUS

soc. Have you then not heard, you absurd boy,
that I am the son of a noble and burly midwife,
Phaenarete ?

THEAET. Yes, I have heard that.

soc. And have you also heard that I practise the
same art ?

THEAET. No, never.

soc. But I assure you it is true; only do not tell
on me to the others; for it is not known that I
possess this art. But other people, since they do
not know it, do not say this of me, but say that I
am a most eccentric person and drive men to dis-
traction. Have you heard that also ?

THEAET. Yes, I have.

soc. Shall I tell you the reason then ?

THEAET. Oh yes, do.

soc. Just take into consideration the whole
business of the midwives, and you will understand
more easily what [ mean. For you know, 1 suppose,
that no one of them attends other women while she
is still capable of conceiving and bearing, but only
those do so who have become too old to bear.

THEAET. Yes, certainly.

soc. They say the cause of this is Artemis,
because she, a childless goddess, has had childbirth
allotted to her as her special province. Now it
would seem she did not allow barren women to be
midwives, because human nature is too weak to
acquire an art which deals with matters of which it
has no experience, but she gave the office to those
who on account of age were not bearing children,
honouring them for their likeness to herself.

THEAET. Very likely.

soc. Is it not, then, also likely and even necessary,
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THEAETETUS

that midwives should know better than anyone else
who are pregnant and who are not?

THEAET. Certainly.

soc. And furthermore, the midwives, by means
of drugs and incantations, are able to arouse the
pangs of labour and, if they wish, to make them
milder, and to cause those to bear who have difficulty
in bearing; and they cause miscarriages if they
think them desirable.

THEAET. That is true.

soc. Well, have you noticed this also about them,
that they are the most skilful of matchmakers, since
they are very wise in knowing what union of man
and woman will produce the best possible children ?

THEAET. I do not know that at all.

soc. But be assured that they are prouder of this
than of their skill in cutting the umbilical cord.
Just consider. Do you think the knowledge of
what soil is best for each plant or seed belongs to
the same art as the tending and harvesting of the
fruits of the earth, or to another ?

THEAET. To the same art.

soc. And in the case of a woman, do you think,
my friend, that there is one art for the sowing and
another for the harvesting ?

THEAET. It is not likely.

soc. No; but because there is a wrongful and un-
scientific way of bringing men and women together,
which is called pandering, the midwives, since they
are women of dignity and worth, avoid match-making,
through fear of falling under the charge of pander-
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THEAETETUS

ing. And yet the true midwife is the only proper
match-maker.

THEAET. It seems so.

soc. So great, then, is the importance of mid-
wives; but their function is less important than
mine. For women do not, like my patients, bring
forth at one time real children and at another mere
images which it is difficult to distinguish from the
real. For if they did, the greatest and noblest part
of the work of the midwives would be in distinguish-
ing between the real and the false. Do you not
think so?

THEAET. Yes, I do.

soc. All that is true of their art of midwifery is
true also of mine, but mine differs from theirs in
being practised upon men, not women, and in tending
their souls in labour, not their bodies. But the
greatest thing about my art is this, that it can test
in every way whether the mind of the young man
is bringing forth a mere image, an imposture, or a
real and genuine offspring. For I have this in
common with the midwives: I am sterile in point of
wisdom, and the reproach which has often been
brought against me, that I question others but make
no reply myself about anything, because I have no
wisdom in me, is a true reproach; and the reason of
it is this: the god compels me to act as midwife,
but has never allowed me to bring forth. I am,
then, not at all a wise person myself, nor have I any
wise invention, the offspring born of my own soul ;.
but those who associate with me, although at first
some of them seem very ignorant, yet, as our
acquaintance advances, all of them to whom the
god is gracious make wonderful progress, not only
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THEAETETUS

in their own opinion, but in that of others as well.
And it is clear that they do this, not because they
have ever learned anything from me, but because
they have found in themselves many fair things
and have brought them forth. But the delivery is
due to the god and me. And the proof of it is this:
many before now, being ignorant of this fact and
thinking that they were themselves the cause of
their success, but despising me, have gone away
from me sooner than they ought, whether of their
own accord or because others persuaded them to do
so. Then, after they have gone away, they have
miscarried thenceforth on account of evil companion-
ship, and the offspring which they had brought forth
through my assistance they have reared so badly
that they have lost it; they have considered im-
postures and images of more importance than the
truth, and at last it was evident to themselves, as
well as to others, that they were ignorant. One of
these was Aristeides, the son of Lysimachus, and
there are very many more. When such men come
back and beg me, as they do, with wonderful eager-
ness to let them join me again, the spiritual monitor
that comes to me forbids me to associate with some
of them, but allows me to converse with others,
and these again make progress. Now those who
associate with me are in this matter also like women
in childbirth; they are in pain and are full of
trouble night and day, much more than are the
women ; and my art can arouse this pain and cause
it to cease. Well, that is what happens to them.
But in some cases, Theaetetus, when they do not
seem to me to be exactly pregnant, since I see that
they have no need of me, I act with perfect goodwill
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THEAETETUS

ns match-maker and, under God, I guess very success-
tully with whom they can associate profitably, and I
have handed over many of them to Prodicus, and
many to other wise and inspired men.

Now I have said all this to you at such length, my
dear boy, because I suspect that you, as you your-
self believe, are in pain because you are pregnant
with something within you. Apply, then, to me,
remembering that 1 am the son of a midwife and
have myself a midwife’s gifts, and do your best to
answer the questions I ask as I ask them. And if,
when I have examined any of the things you say, it
should prove that I think it is a mere image and
not real, and therefore quietly take it from you and
throw it away, do not be angry as women are when
they are deprived of their first offspring. For many,
my dear friend, before this have got into such a state
of mind towards me that they are actually ready to
bite me, if I take some foolish notion away from
them, and they do not believe that I do this in
kindness, since they are far from knowing that no
god is unkind to mortals, and that I do nothing of
this sort from unkindness, either, and that it is quite
out of the question for me to allow an imposture or
to destroy the true. And so, Theaetetus, begin
again and try to tell us what knowledge is. And
never say that you are unable to do so; for if God
wills it and gives you courage, you will be able.

THEAET. Well then, Socrates, since you are so
urgent it would be disgraceful for anyone not to
exert himself in every way to say what he can. I
think, then, that he who knows anything perceives
that which he knows, and, as it appears at present,
knowledge is nothing else than perception.
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THEAETETUS

soc. Good! Excellent, my boy! That is the
way one ought to speak out. But come now, let us
examine your utterance together, and see whether
it is a real offspring or a mere wind-egg. Perception,
you say, is knowledge ?

THEAET. Yes.

soc. And, indeed, if I may venture to say so, it
is not a bad description of knowledge that you have
given, but one which Protagoras also used to give.
Only, he has said the same thing in a different way
For he says somewhere that man is “the measure
of all things, of the existence of the things that are
and the non-existence of the things that are not.”
You have read that, I suppose ?

THEAET. Yes, I have read it often.

soc. Well, is not this about what he means, that
individual things are for me such as they appear to
me, and for you in turn such as they appear to you
—you and I being “man’’ ?

THEAET. Yes, that is what he says.

soc. It is likely that a wise man is not talking
nonsense ; so let us follow after him. Is it not true
that sometimes, when the same wind blows, one of
us feels cold, and the other does not? or one feels
slightly and the other exceedingly cold ?

THEAET. Certainly.

soc. Then in that case, shall we say that the wind
is in itself cold or not cold ; or shall we accept Prota-
goras’s saying that it is cold for him who feels cold
and not for him who does not?

THEAET. Apparently we shall accept that.

soc. Then it also seems cold, or not, to each of
the two ?

THEAET. Y¢S,
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THEAETETUS

soc. But “seems’ denotes perceiving ?

THEAET. It does.

soc. Then seeming and perception are the samc
thing in matters of warmth and everything of that
sort. For as each person perceives things, such they
are to each person.

THEAET. Apparently.

soc. Perception, then, is aiways of that which
exists and, since it is knowledge, cannot be false.

THEAET. So it seems.

soc. By the Graces! I wonder if Protagoras,
who was a very wise man, did not utter this dark
saying to the common herd like ourselves, and tell
the truth ! in secret to his pupils.

THEAET. Why, Socrates, what do you mean by that ?

soc. I will tell you and it is not a bad description,
either, that nothing is one and invariable, and you
could not rightly ascribe any quality whatsoever to
anything, but if you call it large it will also appear
to be small, and light if you call it heavy, and every-
thing else in the same way, since nothing whatever
is one, either a particular thing or of a particular
quality ; but it is out of movement and motion and
mixture with one another that all those things become
which we wrongly say “are’” —wrongly, because
nothing ever is, but is always becoming. And on
this subject all the philosophers, except Parmenides,
may be marshalled in one line—Protagoras and Hera-
cleitus and Empedocles—and the chief poets in the
two kinds of poetry, Epicharmus, in comedy, and in
tragedy, Homer, who, in the line

Oceanus the origin of the gods, and Tethys their mothe-r2

1 An allusion to the title of Protagoras’s book, Truth.
2 Homer, Iliad, xiv. 201, 302.
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THEAETETUS

has said that all things are the offspring of flow and
motion ; or don’t you think he means that?

THEAET. I think he does.

soc. Then who could still contend with such a
great host, led by Homer as general, and not make
himself ridiculous ?

THEAET. It is not easy, Socrates.

soc. No, Theaetetus, it is not. For the doctrine
is amply proved by this, namely, that motion is the
cause of that which passes for existence, that is, of
becoming, whereas rest is the cause of non-existence
and destruction; for warmth or fire, which, you
know, is the parent and preserver of all other things,
is itself the offspring of movement and friction, and
these two are forms of motion. Or are not these the
source of fire ?

THEAET. Yes, they are.

soc. And furthermore, the animal kingdom is
sprung from these same sources.

THEAET. Of course.

soc. Well, then, is not the bodily habit destroyed
by rest and idleness, and preserved, generally speak-
ing, by gymnastic exercises and motions ?

THEAET. Y es.

soc. And what of the habit of the soul? Does
not the soul acquire information and is it not pre-
served and made better through learning and practice,
which are motions, whereas through rest, which is
want of practice and of study, it learns nothing and
forgets what it has learned ?
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THEAETETUS

THEAET. Certainly.

soc. Then the good, both for the soul and for the
body, is motion, and rest is the opposite ?

THEAET. Apparently.

soc. Now shall 1 go on and mention to you also
windless air, calm sea, and all that sort of thing, and
say that stillness causes decay and destruction and
that the opposite brings preservation ? And shall
I add to this the all-compelling and crowning argu-
ment that Homer by “the golden chain” ! refers to
nothing else than the sun, and means that so long as
the heavens and the sun go round everything exists
and is preserved, among both gods and men, but if
the motion should stop, as if bound fast, everything
would be destroyed and would, as the saying is, be
turned upside down ?

THEAET. Yes, Socrates, I think he means what you
say he does.

soc. Then, my friend, you must apply the doctrine
in this way: first as concerns vision, the colour
that you call white is not to be taken as something
separate outside of your eyes, nor yet as something
inside of them ; and you must not assign any place
to it, for then it would at once be in a definite
position and stationary and would have no part in
the process of becoming.

THEAET. But what do you mean?

1 Homer, Iliad, viii. 18 ff., especially 26. In this passage
Zeus declares that all the gods and goddesses together could
not, with a golden chain, drag him from on high, but that if
he pulled, he would drag them, with earth and sea, would
then bind the chain round the summit of Olympus, and all
the rest would hang aloft. This ¢ crowning argument ” is
a reductio ad absurdum of the habit of using texts from
Homer in support of all kinds of doctrine.
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THEAETETUS

soc. Let us stick close to the statement we made
a moment ago, and assume that nothing exists by
itself as invariably one: then it will be apparent
that black or white or any other colour whatsoever
is the result of the impact of the eye upon the
appropriate motion, and therefore that which we
call colour will be in each instance neither that
which impinges nor that which is impinged upon,
but something between, which has occurred, peculiar
to each individual. Or would you maintain that
each colour appears to a dog, or any other animal
you please, just as it does to you ?

THEAET. No, by Zeus, I wouldn’t.

soc. Well, does anything whatsoever appear the
same to any other man as to you? Are you sure
of this? Or are you not much more convinced that
nothing appears the same even to you, because you
yourself are never exactly the same ?

THEAET. Yes, I am much more convinced of the
last.

soc. Then, if that with which I compare myself
in size, or which I touch, were really large or white
or hot, it would never have become different by
coming in contact with something different, without
itself changing ; and if, on the other hand, that which
did the comparing or the touching were really large
or white or hot, it would not have become different
when something different approached it or was
affected in some way by it, without being affected
in some way itself. For nowadays, my friend, we
find ourselves rather easily forced to make extra-
ordinary and absurd statements, as Protagoras and
everyone who undertakes to agree with him would
say.
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THEAETETUS

THEAET. What do you mean ? What statements ¢

soc. Take a little example and you will know all
[ have in mind. Given six dice, for instance, if you
compare four with them, we say that they are more
than the four, half as many again, but if you compare
twelve with them, we say they are less, half as
many ; and any other statement would be inadmiss-
ible ; or would you admit any other?

THEAET. Not L

soc. Well then, if Protagoras, or anyone else, ask
you, “ Theaetetus, can anything become greater or
more in any other way than by being increased ?
what reply will you make ?

THEAET If I am to say what I think, Socrates,
with reference to the present question, I should
say “mno,” but if I consider the earlier question, I
should say “ yes,” for fear of contradicting myself

soc. Good, by Hera! Excellent, my friend!
But apparently, if you answer “yes” it will be in
the Euripidean spirit; for our tongue will be un-
convinced, but not our mind.!

THEAET. True.

soc. Well, if you and I were clever and wise and
had found out everything about the mind, we should
henceforth spend the rest of our time testing each
other out of the fulness of our wisdom, rushing
together like sophists in a sophistical combat, batter-
ing each other’s arguments with counter arguments.
But, as it is, since we are ordinary people, we shall
wish in the first place to look into the real essence of
our thoughts and see whether they harmonize with
one another or not at all.

I Eurip. Hippol. 612, 1) yA&oc’ duwpmox’, 1 0¢ ¢ppiw dvwuoros,
' my tongue has sworn, but my mind is unsworn.”
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THEAETETUS

THEAET. Certainly that is what I should like.

soc. And so should I. But since this is the case,
and we have plenty of time, shall we not quietly,
without any impatience, but truly examining our-
selves, consider again the nature of these appearances
within us? And as we consider them, I shall say,
[ think, first, that nothing can ever become more or
less in size or number, so long as it remains equal
to itself. Is it not so ?

THEAET. Yes.

soc. And secondly, that anything to which
nothing is added and from which nothing is
subtracted, is neither increased nor diminished, but
is always equal.

THEAET. Certainly.

soc. And should we not say thirdly, that what
was not previously could not afterwards be without
becoming and having become ?

THEAET. Yes, I agree.

soc. These three assumptions contend with one
another in our minds when we talk about the dice,
or when we say that I, who do not, at my age,
either increase in size or diminish, am in the course
of a year first larger than you, who are young, and
afterwards smaller, when nothing has been taken
from my size, but you have grown. For I am, it
seems, afterwards what I was not before, and I have
not become so ; for it is impossible to have become
without becoming, and without losing anything of -
my size I could not become smaller. And there are
countless myriads of such contradictions, if we are to
accept these that I have mentioned. You follow
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THEAETETUS

me, I take it, Theaetetus, for I think you are not
new at such things.

THEAET. By the gods, Socrates, I am lost in wonder
when I think of all these things, and sometimes
when I regard them it really makes my head swim.

soc. Theodorus seems to be a pretty good guesser
about your nature. For this feeling of wonder
shows that you are a philosopher, since wonder is
the only beginning of philosophy, and he who said
that Iris was the child of Thaumas! made a good
genealogy. But do you begin to understand why
these things are so, according to the doctrine we
attribute to Protacroras, or do you not as yet?

THEAET. Not yet, I think.

soc. And will you be grateful to me if I help you
to search out the hidden truth of the thought of a
famous man or, I should say, of famous men ?

THEAET. Of course I shall be grateful, very
grateful.

soc. Look round and see that none of the un-
initiated is listening. The uninitiated are those
who think nothing is except what they can grasp
firmly with their hands, and who deny the existence
of actions and generation and all that is invisible.

THEAET. Truly, Socrates, those you speak of are
very stubborn and perverse mortals.

soc. So they are, my boy, quite without culture,
But others are more clever, whose secret doctrines I
am going to disclose to you. Forthem the beginning,
upon which all the things we were just now speak-
ing of depend, is the assumption that everything
is really motion and that there is nothing besides this,

1 Hes. Theog. 780. Iris is the messenger of heaven, and
Plato interprets the name of her father as ¢ Wonder” (Bav,ua)
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THEAETETUS

but that there are two kinds of motion, each infinite
in the number of its manifestations, and of these
kinds one has an active, the other a passive force.
From the union and friction of these two are born
offspring, infinite in number, but always twins, the
object of sense and the sense which is always born
and brought forth together with the object of sense.
Now we give the senses names like these: sight
and hearing and smell, and the sense of cold and
of heat, and pleasures and pains and desires and
fears and so forth. Those that have names are very
numerous, and those that are unnamed are innumer-
able. Now the class of objects of sense is akin to
each of these ; all sorts of colours are akin to all sorts
of acts of vision, and in the same way sounds to acts
of hearing, and the other objects of sense spring
forth akin to the other senses. What does this tale
mean for us, Theaetetus, with reference to what was
said before? Do you see?

THEAET. Not quite, Socrates.

soc. Just listen; perhaps we can finish the tale.
[t means, of course, that all these things are, as we
were saying, in motion, and their motion has in it
either swiftness or slowness. Now the slow element
keeps its motion in the same place and directed
towards such things as draw near it, and indeed it is
in this way that it begets. But the things begotten
in this way are quicker; for they move from one
place to another, and their motion is naturally from
one place to another. Now when the eye and some
appropriate object which approaches beget whiteness
and the corresponding perception—which could never
have been produced by either of them going to any-
thing else—then, while sight from the eye and white-
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THEAETETUS

ness from that which helps to produce the colour ae
moving from one to the other, the eye becomes full
of sight and so begins at that moment to see, and
becomes, certainly not sight, but a seeing eye, and
the object which joined in begetting the colour is
filled with whiteness and becomes in its turn, not
whiteness, but white, whether it be a stick or a
stone, or whatever it be the hue of which is so
coloured. And all the rest—hard and hot and so
forth—must be regarded in the same way: we must
assume, we said before, that nothing exists in itself,
but all things of all sorts arise out of motion by
intercourse with each other; for it is, as they say,
impossible to form a firm conception of the active or
the passive element as being anything separately ;
for there is no active element until there is a union
with the passive element, nor is there a passive
element until there is a union with the active ; and
that which unites with one thing is active and
appears again as passive when it comes in contact
with something else. And so it results from all this,
as we said in the beginning, that nothing exists as
invariably one, itself by itself, but everything is
always becoming in relation to something, and
“being ”’ should be altogether abolished, though we
have often—and even just now —been compelled
by custom and ignorance to use the word. But we
ought not, the wise men say, to permit the use of
“something ”’ or “ somebody’s” or “ mine " or “ this ”
or “that™ or any other word that implies making
things stand still, but in accordance with nature we
should speak of things as “becoming” and “being
made” and “being destroyed” and “changing ”;
for anyone who by his mode of speech makes things
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THEAETETUS

stand still is easily refuted. And we must use such
expressions in relation both to particular objects and
collective designations, among which are “mankind ™
and “stone” and the names of every animal and
class. Do these doctrines seem pleasant to you,
Theaetetus, and do you find their taste agreeable ?

THEAET. I don’t know, Socrates ; besides, I can’t
tell about you, either, whether you are preaching
them because you believe them or to test me.

soc. You forget, my friend, that I myself know
nothing about such things, and claim none of them
as mine, but am incapable of bearing them and am
merely acting as a midwife to you, and for that reason
am uttering incantations and giving you a taste of
each of the phllosophlcal theories, until I may he]p
to bring your own opinion to light. And when it is
brought to light, I will examine it and see whether
it is a mere wind-egg or a real offspring. So be brave
and patient, and in good and manly fashion tell
what you think in reply to my questions.

THEAET. Very well; ask them.

soc. Then say once more whether the doctrine
pleases you that nothing is, but is always becoming
—good or beautiful or any of the other qualities we
were just enumerating.

THEAET. Why, when I hear you telling about it
as you did, it seems to me that it is wonderfully
reasonable and ought to be accepted as you have
presented it.

soc. Let us, then, not neglect a point in which
it is defective. = The defect is found in connexion
with dreams and diseases, including insanity, and
everything else that is said to cause illusions of sight
and hearing and the other senses. For of course
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THEAETETUS

you know that in all these the doctrine we were
just presenting seems admittedly to be refuted,
because in them we certainly have false perceptions,
and it is by no means true that everything is to each
man which appears to him ; on the contrary, nothing
is which appears.

THEAET. What you say is very true, Socrates.

soc. What argument is left, then, my boy, for the
man who says that perception is knowledtre and that
in each case the things which appear are to the one
to whom they appear?

THEAET. I hesitate to say, Socrates, that I have
no reply to make, because you scolded me just
now when I said that. But really 1 cannot dis-
pute that those who are insane or dreaming have
false opinions, when some of them think they are
gods and others fancy in their sleep that they have
wings and are flying.

soc. Don’t you remember, either, the similar dis-
pute about these errors, especially about sleeping and
waking ?

THEAET. What dispute?

soc. One which I fancy you have often heard.
The question is asked, what proof you could give if
anyone should ask us now, at the present moment,
whether we are asleep and our thoughts are a dream,
or whether we are awake and talkmg with each
other in a waking condition.

THEAET. Redlly, Socrates, I don’t see what proof
can be given; for there is an exact correspondence
in all particulars, as between the strophe and anti-
strophe of a choral song. Take, for instance, the
conversation we have just had: there is nothing to
prevent us from imagining in our sleep also that we
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THEAETETUS

are carrying on this conversation with each other,
and when in a dream we imagine that we are relating
dreams, the likeness between the one talk and the
other is remarkable.

soc. So you see it is not hard to dispute the point,
since it is even open to dispute whether we are awake
or in a dream. Now since the time during which
we are asleep is equal to that during which we are
awake, in each state our spirit contends that the
semblances that appear to it at any time are cer-
tainly true, so that for half the time we say that this
is true, and for half the time the other, and we
maintain each with equal confidence.

THEAET. Certainly.

soc. And may not, then, the same be said about
insanity and the other diseases, except that the time
is not equal ?

THEAET. Yes.

soc. Well, then, shall truth be determined by the
length or shortness of time ?

THEAET. That would be absurd in many ways.

soc. But can you show clearly in any other way
which of the two sets of opinions is true ?

THEAET. I do not think I can.

soc. Listen, then, while I tell you what would be
said about them by those who maintain that what
appears at any time is true for him to whom it
appears. They begin, I imagine, by asking this
question: “Theaetetus, can that which is wholly
other have in any way the same quality as its alter-
native ? And we must not assume that the thing in
question is partially the same and partially other, but
wholly other.”

THEAET. It is impossible for it to be the same in
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THEAETETUS

anything, either in quality or in any other respect
whatsoever, when it is wholly other.

soc. Must we not, then, necessarily agree that
such a thing is also unlike ?

THEAET. It seems so to me.

soc. Then if anything happens to become like
or unlike anything—either itself or anything else—
we shall say that when it becomes like it becomes
the same, and when it becomes unlike it becomes
other?

THEAET. We must.

soc. Well, we said before, did we not, that the
active elements were many—infinite in fact—and
likewise the passive elements ?

THEAET. Y es.

soc. And furthermore, that any given element,
by uniting at different times with different partners,
will beget, not the same, but other results ?

THEAET. Certainly.

soc. Well, then, let us take me, or you, or any-
thing else at hand, and apply the same principle—
say Socrates in health and Socrates in illness. Shall
we say the ome is like the other, or unlike ?

THEAET. When you say “ Socrates in illness” do
you mean to compare that Socrates as a whole with
Socrates in health as a whole ?

soc. You understand perfectly ; that is just what
[ mean.

THEAET. Unlike, I imagine.

soc. And therefore other, inasmuch as unlike ?

THEAET. Necessarily.

soc. And you would say the same of Socrates
asleep or in any of the other states we enumerated
just now ?
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THEAETETUS

THEAET. Yes.

soc. Then each of those elements which by the
law of their nature act upon something else, will,
when it gets hold of Socrates in health, find me one
object to act upon, and when it gets hold of me in
illness, another ?

THEAET. How can it help it?

soc. And so, in the two cases, that active element
and I, who am the passive element shall each pro-
duce a different object?

THEAET. Of course.

soc. So, then, when I am in health and drink
wine, it seems pleasant and sweet to me ?

THEAET. Yes.

soc. The reason is, in fact, that according to the
principles we accepted a while ago, the active and
passive elements produce sweetness and perception,
both of which are simultaneously moving from one
place to another, and the perception, which comes
from the passive element, makes the tongue per-
ceptive, and the sweetness, which comes from the
wine and pervades it, passes over and makes the
wine both to be and to seem sweet to the tongue
that is in health.

THEAET. Certainly, such are the principles we
accepted a while ago.

soc. But when it gets hold of me in illness, in the
first place, it really doesn’t get hold of the same
man, does it? For he to whom it comes is certainly
unlike.

THEAET. True.

soc. Therefore the union of the Socrates who is
ill and the draught of wine produces other results:
in the tongue the sensation or perception of bitter-
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THEAETETUS

ness, and in the wine—a bitterness which is engen-
dered there and passes over into the other; the wine
is made, not bitterness, but bitter, and I am made,
not perception, but perceptive.

THEAET. Certainly.

soc. Then I shall never have this perception of
any other thing; for a perception of another thing
is another perception, and makes the percipient
different and other: nor can that which acts on me
ever by union with another produce the same result
or become the same in kind; for by producing
another result from another passive element it will
become different in kind.

THEAET. That is true.

soc. And neither shall I, furthermore, ever again
become the same as I am, nor will that ever become
the same as it is.

THEAET. No.

soc. And yet, when I become percipient, I must
necessarily become percipient of something, for it
is impossible to become percipient and perceive
nothing ; and that which is perceived must become
so to someone, when it becomes sweet or bitter or
the like; for to become sweet, but sweet to no one,
is impossible.

THEAET. Perfectly true.

soc. The result, then, I think, is that we (the active
and the passive elements) are or become, whichever
is the case, in relation to one another, since we are
bound to one another by the inevitable law of our
being, but to nothing else, not even to ourselves.
The result, then, is that we are bound to one
another ; and so if a man says anything ‘is,” he
must say it is to or of or in relation to something,
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THEAETETUS

and similarly if he says it “ becomes” ; but he must
not say it is or becomes absolutely, nor can he accept
such a statement from anyone else. That is the
meaning of the doctrine we have been describing.

THEAET. Yes, quite so, Socrates.

soc. Then, since that which acts on me is to me
and to me only, it is also the case that I perceive it,
and I only?

THEAET. Of course.

soc. Then to me my perception is true; for in
each case it is always part of my being; and I am,
as Protagoras says, the judge of the existence of the
things that are to me and of the non-existence of
those that are not to me.

THEAET. So it seems.

soc. How, then, if I am an infallible judge and
my mind never stumbles in regard to the things that
are or that become, can I fail to know that which I
perceive ?

THEAET. You cannot possibly fail.

soc. Therefore you were quite right in saying that
knowledge is nothing else than perception, and
there is complete identity between the doctrine
of Homer and Heracleitus and all their followers—
that all things are in motion, like streams—the
doctrine of the great philosopher Protagoras that
man is the measure of all things—and the doctrine
of Theaetetus that, since these things are true,
perception is knowledge. Eh, Theaetetus? Shall
we say that this is, so to speak, your new-born child
and the result of my midwifery ? Or what shall we
say °

THEAET. We must say that, Socrates.

soc, Well, we have at last managed to bring this
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THEAETETUS

forth, whatever it turns out to be ; and now that it
is born, we must in very truth perform the rite of
running round with it in a circle I—the circle of our
argument—and see whether it may not turn out to
be after all not worth rearing, but only a wind-egg,
an imposture. But, perhaps, you think that any
offspring of yours ought to be cared for and not put
away ; or will you bear to see it examined and not
get angry if it is taken away from you, though it is
your first-born ?

THEO. Theaetetus will bear it, Socrates, for he is
not at all ill-tempered. But for heaven’s sake,
Socrates, tell me, is all this wrong after all ?

soc. You are truly fond of argument, Theodorus,
and a very good fellow to think that I am a sort of
bag full of arguments and can easily pull one out
and say that after all the other one was wrong ; but
you do not understand what is going on: none of
the arguments comes from me, but always from him
who is talking with me. I myself know nothing,
except just a little, enough to extract an argument
from another man who is wise and to receive it
fairly. And now I will try to extract this thought
from Theaetetus, but not to say anything myself.

THro. That is the better way, Socrates; do as
you say.

soc. Do you know, then, Theodorus, what amazes
me in your friend Protagoras? |

THEo. What is it ?
infant rapidly about the family hearth, thereby introducing
him, as it were, to the family and the family deities. At
this time the father decided whether to bring up the child or
to expose it. Sometimes, perhaps, the child was named on

this occasion. In the evening relatives assembled for a feast
at which shell-fish were eaten.
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THEAETETUS

soc. In general I like his doctrine that what
appears to each one is to him, but I am amazed by
the beginning of his book. I don’t see why he does
not say in the beginning of his Truth! that a pig
or a dog-faced baboon or some still stranger creature
of those that have sensations is the measure of all
things. Then he might have begun to speak to us
very imposingly and condescendingly, showing that
while we were honouring him like a god for his
wisdom, he was after all no better in intellect than
any other man, or, for that matter, than a tadpole.
What alternative is there, Theodorus? For if that
opinion is true to each person which he acquires
through sensation, and no one man can discern
another’s condition better than he himself, and one
man has no better right to investigate whether
another’s opinion is true or false than he himself,
but, as we have said several times, each man is to
form his own opinions by himself, and these opinions
are always right and true, why in the world, my
friend, was Protagoras wise, so that he could rightly
be thought worthy to be the teacher of other men
and to be well paid, and why were we ignorant
creatures and obliged to go to school to him, if each
person is the measure of his own wisdom? Must
we not believe that Protageras was “playing to
the gallery” in saying this? I say nothing of the
ridicule that I and my science of midwifery deserve
in that case,—and, I should say, the whole practice
of dialectics, too. For would not the investigation
of one another’s fancies and opinions, and the
attempt to refute them, when each man’s must be

! Truth was apparently the title, or part of the title, of
Protagoras’s book.
77




PLATO

162 peév xai Swwldyios PAvapia, € ddpbis 7§ dAifeia
Hpwrayopov, aAda un) mailovea ék Tod ddvrov
T7js PiPAov épBéyEaro;

% I'4 4 3 / ¢/ \ ~

®E0. " Xwkpartes, pidos aviip, domep od vV
07 elmes. ovk dv odv Sefaiuny 8 éuod JSuolo-

~ -~ \
yobvtos eAéyxeatar Ilpwraydpav, 008’ ad ool mapa
dofav avrirelvew. Tov odv Oecalryrov mddw AafBé:
mavTws kol vy 8 udX éuuelds oov édaivero
vmakovew.

30. "Apa kdv els Aaxedaipova v, & Bed-

B dwpe, mpos 7as madalorpas afwis dv dAovs
Oecypevos yvuvods, éviovs davdovs, adros ) dvr-
/ \ 5 /

emdetkvivar 7o €l0os mapamroduduevos;

®E0. "Ada 7 unv Sokels, elmep uéloiéy ot
émrpéfew kai meloeofou; domep viv oluar Suds
meloew éue pév éav Oedobar kai i) Elcew mpds 76
yvpuvdowov okdnpov 70n Svta, 76 8¢ 81 vewrépw
Te kai VypoTépw GvTL Tpoomalalew.

17. 30. AN’ e oVrws, & Oeddwpe, ool

X ’A ,8’ 9 \ bl 0 / ) ¢ ’

C pidov, 008" éuoi éxbpdv, daciy of mapoyualduevor.
/ \ 5 3\ \ 1 4 y 7/ /
TdAw 81) odv émi Tov codov Bealrnrov iréov. Néye
01, & Oeaitnre, TpDTOVY UV & ViV on duAfouev,
3 b 0 / 1 2 14 4 b /’
dpa ov ovvblavudleis ! el é€aldvns ofrws dvadavioe
POy xelpwy els codioy dtovodv dvbpdmav 7 Kal
Ocov; 7 Drrév T oler 76 Ipwraydpeov uérpov

\ 3
eis Beovs 1) els avfpamovs Aéyeobau;
\ /3 ) b4 \ @ b4 ~
®EAl. Ma Al odk éywye: kal Smep ye dpwrds,
mavy  Oavpdlw. fvika yap Sifjuer Sv Tpdmov
D Aéyoier 76 Soxolv éxdotw Tobro Kal elvar TG
doxodyTi, mdvv pot € édalvero Aéyeclar viy 8¢
TOUVAVTIOV TAYA UETATETTWKED.
1 cuvfavudies BT 5 ab Bavudies W,
(o4
8



THEAETETUS

right, be tedious and blatant folly, if the Zruth of
Protagoras is true and he was not jesting when he
uttered his oracles from the shrine of his book ?

THEO. Socrates, the man was my friend, as you
just remarked. So I should hate to bring about the
refutation of Protagoras by agreeing with you,
and I should hate also to oppose you contrary to
my real convictions. So take Theaetetus again;
especially as he seemed just now to follow your
suggestions very carefully.

soc. If you went to Sparta, Theodorus, and visited
the wrestling-schools, would you think it fair to look
on at other people naked, some of whom were of
poor physique, without stripping and showing your
own form, too ?

THEO. Why not, if 1 could persuade them to allow
me to do so? So now I think I shall persuade you
to let me be a spectator, and not to drag me into the
ring, since I am old and stiff, but to take the younger
and nimbler man as your antagonist.

soc. Well, Theodorus, if that pleases you, it does
not displease me, as the saying is. So I must attack
the wise Theaetetus again. Tell me, Theaetetus,
referring to the doctrine we have just expounded, do
you not share my amazement at being suddenly
exalted to an equality with the wisest man, or even
god? Or do you think Protagoras’s “measure”
applies any less to gods than to men ?

THEAET. By no means; and I am amazed that you
ask such a question at all; for when we were dis-
cussing the meaning of the doctrine that whatever
appears to each one really is to him, I thought it
was good ; but now it has suddenly changed to
the opposite.
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THEAETETUS

soc. You are young, my dear boy; so you are
quickly moved and swayed by popular oratory. For
in reply to what I have said, Protagoras, or someone
speaking for him, will say, ¢ Excellent boys and old
men, there you sit together declaiming to the people,
and you bring in the gods, the question of whose
existence or non-existence I exclude from oral and
written discussion, and you say the sort of thing that
the crowd would readily accept—that it is a terrible
thing if every man is to be no better than any beast
in point of wisdom; but you do not advance any
cogent proof whatsoever; you base your statements
on probability. If Theodorus, or any other geo-
metrician, should base his geometry on probability,
he would be of no account at all. So you and
Theodorus had better consider whether you will
accept arguments founded on plausibility and pro-
babilities in such important matters.

THEAET. That would not be right, Socrates ; neither
you nor we would think so.

soc. Apparently, then, you and Theodorus mean
we must look at the matter in a different way.

THEAET. Yes, certainly in a different way.

soc. Well, then, let us look at it in this way, rais-
ing the question whether knowledge is after all the
same as perception, or different. For that is the
object of all our discussion, and it was to answer
that question that we stirred up all these strange
doctrines, was it not ?

THEAET. Most assuredly.

soc. Shall we then agree that all that we per-
ceive by sight or hearing we know? For instance,
shall we say that before having learned the language
of foreigners we do not hear them when they speak,
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THEAETETUS

or that we both hear and know what they say?
And again, if we do not know the letters, shall we
maintain that we do not see them when we look
at them or that if we really see them we know them ?

THEAET. We shall say, Socrates, that we know
just so much of them as we hear or see: in the
case of the letters, we both see and know the form
and colour, and in the spoken language we both
hear and at the same time know the higher and
lower notes of the voice; but we do not perceive
through sight or hearing, and we do not know, what
the grammarians and interpreters teach about them.

soc. First-rate, Theaetetus! and it is a pity to
dispute that, for I want you to grow. But look out
for another trouble that is yonder coming towards
us, and see how we can repel it.

THEAET. What is it ?

soc. It is like this: If anyone should ask, ¢“Is it
possible, if a man has ever known a thing and still
has and preserves a memory of that thing, that he
does not, at the time when he remembers, know that
very thing which he remembers?” I seem to be
pretty long winded ; but I merely want to ask if a
man who has learned a thing does not know it
when he remembers it.

THEAET. Of course he does, Socrates; for what
you suggest would be monstrous.

soc. Am I crazy,then? Look here. Do you not
say that seeing is perceiving and that sight is per-
ception ?

THEAET. I do.

soc. Then, according to what we have just said,
the man who has seen a thing has acquired know-
ledge of that which he has seen?

83



PLATO

eral. Nai.

/ / /’ 9 / /
sqa. Ti 8é; uviunv od Aéyets pévror 715
oeal. Nai.

sa. Ildrepov ovdevos 1) Twds;

©EAl. Twos &7mov.

sa. Ovkody dv éuabe kai dv nobero, ToLov-
TWVL TWWV;

/4
®EAl. Ti pnv;
o

sa. "0 8y €ld€ 1is, pépvnrai mov éviote;

®EAI. Me;w ToL.

s0. "H xal pdoas; 19 ToiTo dpdoas ewe)\a9€'ro ;

®EAl. "AMa Sewdv, & 2dkpates, TOOTG ‘e
davar.

164 =0. Aei’ ye wuévror, €l odoouev! Tov mpoobe
Adyov: €l O€ ', olyeTat.
A \ 4 ¢ ’ ? \
oeAl. Kai eyw, vy Tov Aia, UmomTevw, ov umny
(kav®Ds Ye vavow a)\)\’ eZ'rré 'rr*r'}

3Q. TﬁSe O pev opwv ema*rmuwv qﬁa,u,ev T0U-
7oV 'ye'yovev ovrrep opwv* ofus yap kal alolnous
Kol €mOoTHUY TAUTOV WUOAGYYTAL.

oeal. Ildvv ye.

0. ‘O 8¢ ye opdv kai émomiuwy yeyovws ob
édpa, éav pvom, péuvnrar pev, ovx opd 8¢ avTd.
> /
mYap;

/4

oeal. Nau.

B sa. To 8¢ ye ody opd odk émiorarai éotw,
elmep Kal 170 0pd émioTaTal. |
®EAL. An07.

zQ. Ev,u,ﬁawel, dpa, 00 Tis EMETHUWY eyeve'ro,

l gwoouer Dissen ; cdoouer BT.

84




THEAETETUS

THEAET. Yes.

soc. Well, then, do you not admit that there is
such a thing as memory *

THEAET. Yes.

soc. Memory of nothing or of something ?

THEAET. Of something, surely.

soc. Of things he has learned and perceived—
that sort of things ?

THEAET. Of course.

soc. A man sometimes remembers what he has
seen, does he not ?

THEAET. He does.

soc. Kven when he shuts his eyes, or does he
forget if he does that?

THEAET. It would be absurd to say that, Socrates.

soc. We must, though, if we are to maintain
our previous argument; otherwise, it is all up
with it.

THEAET. I too, by Zeus, have my suspicions, but I
don’t fully understand you. Tell me how it is.

soc. This is how it is: he who sees has acquired
knowledge, we say, of that which he has seen; for
it is agreed that sight and perception and knowledge
are all the same.,

THEAET. Certainly.

soc. But he who has seen and has acquired know-
ledge of what he saw, if he shuts his eyes, remembers
it, but does not see it. Is that right?

THEAET. Yes.

soc. But “does not see” is the same as “ does not
know,” if it is true that seeing is knowing.

THEAET. True.

soc. Then this is our result. When a man has
acquired knowledge of a thing and still remembers
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THEAETETUS

it, he does not know it, since he does not see it; but
we said that would be a monstrous conclusion.

THEAET. Very true.

soc. So, evidently, we reach an impossible result
if we say that knowledge and perception are the same.

THEAET. So it seems.

soc. Then we must say they are different.

THEAET. | suppose so.

soc. Then what can knowledge be? We must,
apparently, begin our discussion all over again. And
yet, Theaetetus, what are we on the point of doing ?

THEAET. About what ?

soc. It seems to me that we are behaving like a
worthless game-cock ; before winning the victory we
have leapt away from our argument and begun to crow.

THEAET. How so?

soc. We seem to be acting like professional
debaters; we have based our agreements on the
mere similarity of words and are satisfied to have
got the better of the argument in such a way, and
we do not see that we, who claim to be, not con-
testants for a prize, but lovers of wisdom, are doing
just what those ingenious persons do.

THEAET. | do not yet understand what you mean.

soc. Well, I will try to make my thought clear.
We asked, you recollect, whether a man who has
learned something and remembers it does not know it.
We showed first that the one who has seen and then
shuts his eyes remembers, although he does not see,
and then we showed that he does not know, although
at the same time he remembers; but this, we said,
was impossible. And so the Protagorean tale was
brought to naught, and yours also about the identity
of knowledge and perception.
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THEAETETUS

THEAET. Evidently.

soc. It would not be so, I fancy, my friend, if the
father of the first of the two tales were alive; he
would have had a good deal to say in its defence.
But he is dead, and we are abusing the orphan,
Why, even the guardians whom Protagoras left—
one of whom is Theodorus here—are unwilling to
come to the child’s assistance. So it seems that we
shall have to do it ourselves, assisting him in the
name of justice.

THEO. Do so, for it is not I, Socrates, but rather
Callias the son of Hipponicus, who is the guardian
of his children. As for me, I turned rather too soon
from abstract speculations to geometry. However, I
shall be grateful to you if you come to his assistance.

soc. Good, Theodorus! Now see how I shall help
him; for a man might find himself involved in still
worse inconsistencies than those in which we found
ourselves just now, if he did not pay attention to
the terms which we generally use in assent and
denial. Shall I explain this to you, or only to
Theaetetus ?

THEOo. To both of us, but let the younger
apswer ; for he will be less disgraced if he is
discomfited.

soc. Very well; now I am going to ask the most
frightfully difficult question of all. It runs, I believe,
something like this: Is it possible for a person, if he
knows a thing, at the same time not to know that
which he knows?

THEO. Now, then, what shall we answer, Theae-
tetus?

THEAET. It is impossible, I should think.

soc. Notif youmake seeing and knowing identical.
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THEAETETUS

For what will you do with a question from which
there is no escape, by which you are, as the saying
is, caught in a pit, when your adversary, unabashed,
puts his hand over one of your eyes and asks if you
see his cloak with the eye that is covered ?

THEAET. I shall say, I think, “ Not with that eye,
but with the other.”

soc. Then you see and do not see the same thing
at the same time ?

THEAET. After a fashion.

soc. “That,” he will reply, “is not at all what I
want, and I did not ask about the fashion, but
whether you both know and do not know the same
thing. Now manifestly you see that which you do
not see. But you have agreed that seeing is know-
ing and not seeing is not knowing. Very well;
from all this, reckon out what the result is.”

THEAET. Well, I reckon out that the result is
the contrary of my hypothesis.

soc. And perhaps, my fine fellow, more troubles
of the same sort might have come upon you, if any-
cne asked you further questions—whether it is
possible to know the same thing both sharply and
dully, to know close at hand but not at a distance,
to know both violently and gently, and countless
other questions, such as a nimble fighter, fighting
for pay in the war of words, might have lain in wait
and asked you, when you said that knowledge and
perception were the same thing; he would have
charged down upon hearing and smelling and such
senses, and would have argued persistently and un-
ceasingly until you were filled with admiration of his
greatly desired wisdom and were taken in his toils,
and then, after subduing and binding you he would
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THEAETETUS

at once proceed to bargain with you for such ransom
as might be agreed upon between you. What argu-
ment, then, you might ask, will Protagoras produce
to stlengthen his forces ? "Shall we try to carry on
the discussion ?

THEAET. By all means.

soc. He will, I fancy, say all that we have said in
his defence and then will close with us, saying con-
temptuously, ¢ Our estimable Socrates here frightened
a little boy by asking if it was possible for one and
the same person to remember and at the same time
not to know one and the same thing, and when the
child in his fright said ‘no, because he could not
foresee what would result, Socrates made poor me
a laughing-stock in his talk. But, you slovenly
Socrates, the facts stand thus: when you examine
any doctrine of mine by the method of questioning,
if the person who is questioned makes such replies
as I should make and comes to grief, then I am
refuted, but if his replies are quite different, then
the person questioned is refuted, not I. Take this
example. Do you suppose you could get anybody
to admit that the memory a man has of a past feeling
he no longer feels is anything like the feeling at the
time when he was feeling it? Far from it. Or
that he would refuse to admit that it is possible
for one and the same person to know and not to
know one and the same thing? Or if he were
afraid to admit this, would he ever admit that a
person who has become unlike is the same as before
he became unlike ? In fact, if we are to be on our
guard against such verbal entantrlements would he
admit that a person is one at all, “and not many, who
become infinite in number, if the. process of becoming
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THEAETETUS

different continues? But, my dear fellow,” he will
say, “attack my real doctrines in a more generous
manner, and prove, if you can, that perceptions,
when they come, or become, to each of us, are
not individual, or that, if they are individual, what
appears to each one would not, for all that, become
to that one alone—or, if you prefer to say ‘be,
would not be—to whom it appears. But when you
talk of pigs and dog-faced baboons, you not only
act like a pig yourself, but you persuade your
hearers to act so toward my writings, and that
is not right. For I maintain that the truth is
as I have written ; each one of us is the measure
of the things that are and those that are not;
but each person differs immeasurably from every
other in just this, that to one person some things
appear and are, and to another person other
things. And I do not by any means say that
wisdom and the wise man do not exist; on the
contrary, I say that if bad things appear and are to
any one of us, precisely that man is wise who causes
a change and makes good things appear and be to
him. And, moreover, do not lay too much stress
upon the words of my argument, but get a clearer
understanding of my meaning from what I am going
to say. Recall to your mind what was said before,
that his food appears and is bitter to the sick
man, but appears and is the opposite of bitter to the
man in health. Now neither of these two is to be
made wiser than he is—that is not possible—nor
should the claim be made that the sick man is
ignorant because his opinions are ignorant, or the
healthy man wise because his are different; but a
change must be made from the one condition to
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THEAETETUS

the other, for the other is better. So, too, in educa-
tion a change has to be made from a worse to a
better condition ; but the physician causes the change
by means of drugs, and the teacher of wisdom by
means of words. And yet, in fact, no one ever
made anyone think truly who previously thought
falsely, since it is impossible to think that which
is not or to think any other things than those which
one feels; and these are always true. But I believe
that a man who, on account of a bad condition
of soul, thinks thoughts akin to that condition,
is made by a good condition of soul to think corres-
pondingly good thoughts; and some men, through
inexperience, call these appearances true, whereas 1
call them better than the others, but in no wise
truer. And the wise, my dear Socrates, I do not by
any means call tadpoles; when they have to do with
the human body, I call them physicians, and when
they have to do with plants, husbandmen; for I
assert that these latter, when plants are sickly, instil
into them good and healthy sensations, and true ones
instead of bad sensations, and that the wise and
good orators make the good, instead of the evil,
seem to be right to their states. For I claim
that whatever seems right and honourable to a state
is really right and honourable to it, so long as it
believes it to be so; but the wise man causes the
good, instead of that which is evil to them in each
instance, to be and seem right and honourable. And
on the same principle the teacher who is able to
train his pupils in this manner is not only wise but
is also entitled to receive high pay from them when
their education is finished. And in this sense it is
true that some men are wiser than others, and that

97



PLATO

~ ’ ) ’ p 34 ’ %/ ’
t{levb‘n,Sof’fmCec, KoL 0o(, €dv Te ﬁo‘v)\’g, €dv Te paj,
avexTeov ovTi uetpw* owlerar yap év Todrois O
4 N ? ? -~
Adyos obros. & o0 € uév Eyes & apxfs dudio-
Byreiv, dudioPriter AMyw dvmidiefe v €l 8¢
8 ? pd / / b ] 9 / IQ N\ \
v epwrnoewy Povlet, 8’ épwriioewy: 0d8¢ yop
~ 4 d \ / / /
To0T0 Peviréov, dMa mdvrwv udliora Siwrrdov
7O volv éxovri. moler pévror odTwols un) Adike
E bd ~ b4 ~_ . \ \ M\ 3A /4 b ~
v TO epwTdyv: kal yap moA\y ddoyia dperiis
4 9 -~ \ 3 b N b4 ~
pdorovra émpeletofar undév aAX’ 7 adikodvra
2 4 ~ S ~ > 9 \ ? ~ /
év Adyous Statedelv. adikeiy 8 éoriv év 7d Towovrw,
oTav Tis un) xwpls pév s dywvilduevos Tas
Starpifas mothTar, ywpls dé Swaleyduevos, ral év
\ -~ 14 ) / 2 @ N /
pev 7@ maily Te kai opdAdy kad’ Soov dv Svvmrar,
9 \ ~ / / \ 9 ~
év 8¢ 7@ Sraléyeclar omovddln Te Kal émavopboi
TOV Tpocdiadeyduevoy, éxelva pdva adrd évdeurvi-
\ / <\ ] \ LY &/ [ ~ )
pevos Ta opdApara, & adros VP’ éavrod kal
168 7V mpoTépwy ocuUvOVGLOY TapexékpovaTo: v uév
~ b4
yap ovtw moifjs, €avtods alTidgovTar of mpocdia-
7pifovrés oov Tijs alTdv Tapayis kal dmoplas,
b4 b 9 / \ \ A / ) /’
aA’ oV o€, kal oé uév dudéovrar kal diAoovow,
¢ \ \ / \ / J 2 ¢ ~ pJ
avTovs O€ uiorjoovot kal devfovrar dd’ éavTdv els
’ o D b4 ’ bd ~ ~
ptdocodiav, W’ dMor yevduevor dmaldaydor Tév
ot 7poTepov Noav: éav 8¢ Tavavria ToUTwY Spds
(4 ¢ 4 d 4 / ’ \
womep ot moAdol, Tavavria EvuPriceral oo kal
TOUS ouvdrTas avtl ulodddwy misodvras Tobro
B 70 mpdyypa amopavets, émeidav mpeoBirepor yévwy-
~ Y 4 o
Tar. éav odv éuot meilly, 6 kal 7ipdrepov pprifm,
» Q ~ IQ ~ 3 2 @& ~ /4
0V Suopevdds olde paynTikds, AN’ ew T} Stavola
~ I4
ovykabeis ws allds oxéfer 7( more Aéyouev,

98 |



THEAETETUS

no one thinks falsely, and that you, whether you
will or no, must endure to be a measure. Upon these
positions my doctrine stands firm; and if you can
dispute it in principle, dispute it by bringing an
opposing doctrine against it; or if you prefer the
method of questions, ask questions ; for an intelligent
person ought not to reject this method, on the con-
trary, he should choose it before all others. How-
ever, let me make a suggestion: do not be unfair
in your questioning; it is very inconsistent for a
man who asserts that he cares for virtue to be con-
stantly unfair in discussion; and it is unfair in
discussion when a man makes no distinction between
merely trying to make points and carrying on a real
argument. In the former he may jest and try to
trip up his opponent as much as he can, but in
real argument he must be in earnest and must set
his interlocutor on his feet, pointing out to him
those slips only which are due to himself and his
previous associations. For if you act in this way,
those who debate with you will cast the blame for
their confusion and perplexity upon themselves, not
upon you ; they will run after you and love you, and
they will hate themselves and run away from them-
selves, taking refuge in philosophy, that they may
escape from their former selves by becoming different.
But if you act in the opposite way, as most teachers
do, you will produce the opposite result, and instead
of making your young associates philosophers, you
will make them hate philosophy when they grow
older. If, therefore, you will accept the suggestion
which I made before, you will avoid a hostile and
combative attitude and in a gracious spirit will enter
the lists with me and inquire what we really mean
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THEAETETUS

when we declare that all things are in motion and
that whatever seems is to each individual, whether
man or state. And on the basis of that you will
consider the question whether knowledge and per-
ception are the same or different, instead of doing as
you did a while ago, using as your basis the ordinary
meaning of names and words, which most people
pervert in haphazard ways and thereby cause all
sorts of perplexity in one another.” Such, Theo-
dorus, is the help I have furnished your friend to
the best of my ability—not much, for my resources
are small; but if he were living himself he would
have helped his offspring in a fashion more
magnificent.

THEO. You are joking, Socrates, for you have come
to the man’s assistance with all the valour of youth.

soc. Thank you, my friend. Tell me, did you
observe just now that Protagoras reproached us for
addressing our words to a boy, and said that we
made the boy’s timidity aid us in our argument
against his doctrine, and that he called our procedure
a mere display of wit, solemnly insisting upon the
importance of ¢ the measure of all things,” and
urging us to treat his doctrine seriously ?

THEO. Of course I observed it, Socrates.

soc. Well then, shall we do as he says?

THEO. By all means.

soc. Now you see that all those present, except
you and myself, are boys. So if we are to do as
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THEAETETUS

the man asks, you and I must question each other
and make reply in order to show our serious attitude
towards his doctrine ; then he cannot, at any rate,
find fault with us on the ground that we examined
his doctrine in a spirit of levity with mere boys.

THEO. Why is this? Would not Theaetetus follow
an investigation better than many a man with a long
beard ?

soc. Yes, but not better than you, Theodorus.
So you must not imagine that I have to defend your
deceased friend by any and every means, while you
do nothing at all; but come, my good man, follow
the discussion a little way, just until we can see
whether, after all, you must be a measure in respect
to diagrams, or whether all men are as sufficient unto
themselves as you are in astronomy and the other
sciences in which you are alleged to be superior.

THEO. It is not easy, Socrates, for anyone to sit
beside you and not be forced to give an account of
himself and it was foolish of me just now to say you
would excuse me and would not oblige me, as the
L.acedaemonians do, to strip; you seem to me to
take rather after Sciron.! For the Lacedaemonians
tell people to go away or else strip, but you seem to me
to play rather the role of Antaeus; for you do not let
anyone go who approaches you until you have forced
him to strip and wrestle with you in argument.

soc. Your comparison with Seciron and Antaeus
pictures my complaint admirably ; only I am a more

! Sciron was a mighty man who attacked all who came
near him and threw them from a cliff. He was overcome
by Theseus. Antaeus, a terrible giant, forced all passers-
by to wrestle with him. He was invincible until Heracles
crushed him in his arms.
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THEAETETUS

stubborn combatant than they ; for many a Heracles
and many a Theseus, strong men of words, have fallen
in with me and belaboured me mightily, but still I
do not desist, such a terrible love of this kind of
exercise has taken hold on me. So, now that it is
your turn, do not refuse to try a bout with me; it
will be good for both of us.

THEO. I say no more. Lead on as you like.
Most assuredly I must endure whatsoever fate you
spin for me, and submit to interrogation. However,
I shall not be able to leave myself in your hands
beyond the point you propose.

soc. Even that is enough. And please be
especially careful that we do not inadvertently give
a playful turn to our argument and somebody reproach
us again for it.

THEO. Rest assured that I will try so far as in
me lies.

soc. Let us, therefore, first take up the same
question as before, and let us see whether we were
right or wrong in being displeased and finding fault
with the doctrine because it made each individual
self-sufficient in wisdom. Protagoras granted that
some persons excelled others in respect to the better
and the worse, and these he said were wise, did
he not ?

THEO. Yes.

soc. Now if he himself were present and could
agree to this, instead of our making the concession
for him in our effort to help him, there would be no
need of taking up the question again or of reinforcing
his argument.  But, as it is, perhaps it might be
said that we have no authority to make the agree-
ment for him; therefore it is better to make the
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THEAETETUS

agreement still clearer on this particular point; for
it makes a good deal of difference whether it is so
or not.

THEO. That is true.

soc. Let us then get the agreement in as concise
a form as possible, not through others, but from his
own statement.

THEO. How ?

soc. In this way: He says, does he not? “that
which appears to each person really is to him to
whom it appears.”

THEO. Yes, that is what he says.

soc. Well then, Protagoras, we also utter the
opinions of a man, or rather, of all men, and we say
that there is no one who does not think himself
wiser than others in some respects and others wiser
than himself in other respects; for instance, in times
of greatest danger, when people are distressed in
war or by diseases or at sea, they regard their
commanders as gods and expect them to be their
saviours, though they excel them in nothing except
knowledge. And all the world of men is, I dare
say, full of people seecking teachers and rulers for
themselves and the animals and for human activities,
and, on the other hand, of people who consider
themselves qualified to teach and qualified to rule.
And in all these instances we must say that men
themselves believe that wisdom and ignorance exist
in the world of men, must we not?

THEO. Yes, we must.

soc. And therefore they think that wisdom is true
thinking and ignorance false opinion, do they not ?

THEO. Of course.

soc. Well then, Protagoras, what shall we do
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THEAETETUS

about the doctrine? Shail we say that the opinions
which men have are always true, or sometimes true
and sometimes false? For the result of either
statement is that their opinions are not always true,
but may be either true or false. Just think, Theodorus;
would any follower of Protagoras, or you yourself,
care to contend that no person thinks that another
is ignorant and has false opinions?

THEO. No, that is incredible, Socrates.

soc. And yet this is the predicament to which
the doctrine that man is the measure of all things
inevitably leads.

THEO. How so?

soc. When you have come to a decision in your
own mind about something, and declare your opinion
to me, this opinion is, according to his doctrine, true
to you; let us grant that; but may not the rest ot
us sit in judgement on your decision, or do we always
judge that your opinion is true? Do not myriads of
men on each occasion oppose their opinions to yours,
believing that your judgement and belief are false ?

THEO. Yes, by Zeus, Socrates, countless myriads
in truth, as Homer! says, and they give me all the
trouble in the world.

soc. Well then, shall we say that in such a case
your opinion is true to you but false to the myriads ?

THEO. That seems to be the inevitable deduction.

soc. And what of Protagoras himself? If neither
he himselt thought, nor people in general think, as
indeed they do not, that man is the measure of all
things, is it not inevitable that the “truth” which
he wrote is true to no one ? But if he himself thought

! Homer, Odyssey, xvi. 121, xvii. 432, xix. 78.
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